
equipment, the wireless was employed in a supporting
role; a tale of woe we hear in Wellman’s own words:

“The De Forest Wireless Telegraph Company had
undertaken to equip the Frithjof [Wellman’s supply
ship] with wireless, and also to establish stations at

(Continued on page 3)

Early Wireless and Early Aviation
BY DANIEL SOHN

In spite of being widely divergent technologies, early
wireless and early aviation climbed their respective

evolutionary ladders almost in lockstep, for both shared
a common goal – to fly through the air with the greatest
of ease. Although they were still in rather primitive
states, a remarkable melding of these technologies took
place in the summer and fall of 1910.

Starting in 1906 Walter
Wellman, a Midwestern jour-
nalist, made several attempts
to reach the North Pole using
the latest advance in aviation
− a huge airship christened the
America, and the latest ad-
vance in communications, the
De Forest wireless telegraph.
At this early date, however,
neither the airship nor the
wireless was up to the task.

As the trackless wastes far
above the Arctic Circle were
beyond the range of existing
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The airship America. The bow is left, the stern is right, and the lifeboat is under-
neath. The five faint lines dropping from the bottom of the airship are the equi-
librator attachment cables. The dark shape above the bow of the lifeboat is the
forward propulsion engine, directly over the wireless operator’s position.
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Hammerfest, Norway, and one also in Spitzbergen
[Wellman’s remote base of operations], so that constant
communication could be maintained from our camp to
civilization. Owing to internal troubles, the De Forest
Company did not complete this contract. They did send
instruments to Europe, and one man; but I had to take
charge of the operation and endeavor to secure results.
We equipped the Frithjof and built a tall mast and
station at Hammerfest at great expense. The number of
messages we were able to get through in nowise
compensated us for the outlay of money, labor and
annoyance” [1].

In April 1909 a team led by Robert Peary, using old-
fashioned but reliable sleds, claimed to be the first men
to reach the North Pole, ending Wellman’s Arctic
ambitions. Disappointed, but undaunted, Wellman’s
next aerial adventure was taking a modified and much
improved America on a pioneering flight across the
Atlantic Ocean. In deference to his critics, who
portrayed his remote Arctic expedition as a fraud
perpetrated to sell newspapers, this flight would start in
Atlantic City, New Jersey, where a gigantic airship
hanger was built right on the beach [2].

Meanwhile, on the wireless front, things had also
changed. Lee de Forest’s poor performing and fiscally
shaky enterprise had been replaced by the eminently
more successful United Wireless Telegraph Company
[3]. More importantly, British Marconi and its U.S.
subsidiary, the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Company
of America, had also grown and prospered and, like
Wellman’s airborne leviathan, it, too, was ready to
make aviation history [4].

It was well recognized that the upcoming journey
would set many aviation records. Not the least of these
achievements would be the first wireless telegraph
messages between an aircraft in the air and a station on
the ground, and the publicity savvy Marconi Company
not only provided the wireless equipment, it also pro-
vided the operator [5]. John R. (Jack) Irwin was
selected as “the first air-going wireless operator” [6]
from a long list of Marconi men who volunteered for
the trip [7].

This early attempt at trans-Atlantic flight generated
considerable media hype [8], so it should come as no
surprise that the first aerial wireless communication is
said to have occurred on Saturday, October 15, 1910,
with the exchange of messages between the airship
America and Atlantic City [9]. However, as so often
happened with early aeronautical achievements, the

(Continued from page 1)

question of who really was the first remained up in the
air for years [10].

On August 4, 1910, pilot Elmo N. Pickerill took off
from the airfield at Mineola, Long Island, in a
borrowed Curtiss airplane and made a round trip to

John R. (Jack) Irwin, the Marconi operator on the
America.
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of only short duration and were limited to land-based
airfields [16]. During its Atlantic crossing, the America
would be aloft for a week or more and would fly 3500
miles [17]. To complete this Herculean task, a third of
a million cubic feet of flammable hydrogen gas
inflated the giant airship, while three tons of explosive
gasoline moved it through the air [18]. A stock
Marconi receiver would pose no danger in this
decidedly hazardous environment, but a spark trans-
mitter also had to be part of the installation.

The normal operation of a Marconi shipboard trans-
mitter was described thusly, “…the operator in his
shirt-sleeves at the big key, now and then rapping out a
call that, within the narrow confines of the little cabin,
sounded like sputtering pistol-shots; showing blue-
white lightning flashes as the current leaped from the
"sparker" at each bend of the wrist, and causing blue
flames to play about the six Leyden jars” [19]. To
lessen the lightning flashes, the leaping current, and the
blue flames, some modifications had to be made.

According to Wellman, “The Marconi apparatus used
approximately 250 watts, a standard ten-inch Marconi
induction coil being used to charge the condenser. With
this small amount of power we were assured by the
Marconi Company that there would be no danger of
troublesome sparking” [20]. A special sending key and
oscillation transformer completed the transmitter. The
low power gave an effective range of just seventy-five
miles, which would prove, time and time again, less
than adequate for airship work [21].

With the grim specter of catastrophic failure looming
constantly overhead, a lifeboat was wisely slung
underneath the control car of the airship. To keep
sources of ignition as far from the gasbag as possible,
the lifeboat was used as the kitchen as well as the
smoking lounge. Marconi assurances notwithstanding,
it was also used as the radio room [22]. The wireless
equipment and the storage battery that powered it were
installed in the boat’s forward watertight compartment.
A small kite and a reel of antenna wire completed the
installation [23]. They could be used to summon help
from afar should the airship come to grief. Normal in-
flight operations, however, would require a more
permanent setup.

Instead of connecting the transmitter to a separate
antenna and counterpoise, the giant airship itself
became an active part of the transmitter’s output
circuit. While an appropriate antenna was easily
created from the long metal framework of the control
car [24], securing a suitable ground connection re-

Manhattan Beach, some twenty miles away. Onboard
the plane was Pickerill’s custom-built transmitter and
receiver [11]. On the ground at Manhattan Beach was a
similar set, installed in a steamer trunk for portability,
along with a collapsible mast and a six-wire antenna.
The ground station was manned by Howard B. Peck.

Peck’s hailing transmission was heard immediately
after takeoff, to which Pickerill replied, “I hear your
signals good and loud, how do you get mine?” Peck’s
reply from Manhattan Beach was, “Your signals are
very clear and steady here” [12]. This was followed by
additional messages which continued throughout the
flight. Unlike the communications between the
America and Atlantic City, which received worldwide
attention, this pioneering event in wireless and aviation
history went unnoticed and unreported.

Pickerill’s transmitter consisted of a two-inch spark
coil equipped with a mechanical interrupter, a
condenser, spark gap and a tuning inductance. It was
powered by six ignition-type dry cell batteries. His
receiver used two different tuning coils; one was
connected to a carborundum detector, the other to an
electrolytic detector. It required a potentiometer and
three flashlight batteries to make it work.

Compared to the three hundred pounds of Marconi
gear installed onboard the America [13], Pickerill’s
equipment was a featherweight. The combined
transmitter and receiver set, with batteries, weighed
just twenty-eight pounds. The set was mounted to the
wing spar and strut adjacent to the pilot’s seat, with the
sending key attached to Pickerill’s right knee with a
spring clamp. A pushbutton switch was attached to the
control lever as an auxiliary key, and headphones were
installed in his leather flying helmet. A 200-foot
antenna wire hung from one wingtip and a counter-
poise of identical length hung from the other [14].

While the messages between the America and Atlantic
City may not have been the earliest, they were the first
to be made from an airship, the first to be made over
water, and the first long-distance aerial exchange. The
messages also inaugurated airborne commercial
wireless service. The Marconi station onboard the
America was assigned the call letter “W,” and it
communicated with various United Wireless and
Marconi commercial stations during its trans-Atlantic
flight [15]. To realize these significant achievements
the Wellman-Marconi consortium had to overcome
considerable technological problems.

In the summer and fall of 1910, airplanes made flights
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America sailed into history on the morning of October
15, 1910, the proper operation of the airship, and the
potentially lifesaving wireless equipment, were both
very much in doubt. The normally self-confident
Wellman wrote, “When we fared forth that foggy
morning we six men of the crew – myself as
commander, Melvin Vaniman as chief engineer, Louis
Loud and Frederick Aubert as assistant engineers,
Murray Simon as navigator and Jack Irwin, wireless
operator – had very little idea of what was to happen to
us or where we were likely to stop” [31].

Although the Marconi equipment worked as designed,
major and minor problems cropped up during the
flight. Before he could use the wireless, Irwin first had
to deal with the noise of the engines [32]. Noise was
not a problem for Pickerill, as his Curtiss airplane was
of the pusher type, with its lightweight engine and
small propeller mounted behind the pilot’s seat. While
the America was, in theory, weightless, its considerable
bulk of thirteen tons required eighty horsepower
engines, spinning propellers some eleven feet in
diameter, to drive it through the air [33]. The forward
engine, a great roaring beast weighing over half a ton
[34], was directly above Irwin’s head. As a stopgap,
Irwin tried wearing heavy wool earmuffs over his
headphones to cut down on the disrupting din.

A small gas engine/dynamo package was installed to
provide electric lights throughout the huge airship at
night. Assigned double duty, it was also to charge the
wireless battery during the day, but it failed just six

quired the innovative use of a special airship accessory
developed for this trip.

The major problem of a long-duration airship voyage is
maintaining a constant altitude without releasing gas or
dropping ballast. Wellman and his chief engineer
devised a simple device to do that. The “equilibrator”
consisted of a series of cylindrical steel floats strung on
a 300-foot-long steel cable. One end of the cable was
attached to the airship, with the other end, buoyed up
by the floats, trailing in the ocean. As the airship rose
and fell, more or less of the equilibrator would be lifted
from the water, automatically making the ship heavier
or lighter [25]. By attaching the equilibrator cable to
the airship with an insulated coupling, and connecting
the upper end of the equilibrator cable to the trans-
mitter’s ground terminal, the free end floating on the
water would provide an “earth” ground [26]. Although
seemingly simple, the scheme created a vexing
technical problem.

According to American Marconi engineer F. M.
Sammis, “In arranging the coupling of the transmitter it
was necessary to give careful attention to the fact that
the steel drag rope, which forms part of the oscillating
circuit, would be continually varying in length,
dependent upon the lifting power of the hydrogen gas,
thus causing a corresponding variation in its natural
periodicity. A very loose [electrical] coupling was
finally determined upon in order to nullify as far as
possible the effect of the open circuit on the
closed” [27].

N u me r o u s p r o b l e m s w e r e
encountered in putting Wellman’s
expedition together, constantly
delaying the flight [28]. One
problem was how to bring the
British-made airship wireless
equipment into the United States. To
avoid U.S. Customs restrictions,
American Marconi, at considerable
expense, imported it under bond
[29]. Under the direction of
American Marconi’s Vice-president,
John Bottomley, the equipment was
installed in the lifeboat by engineer
Sammis and operator Irwin [30].

With summer long gone and fall
rapidly running out, there would be
no chance for sea trials or even a
shakedown flight. When the

Schematic of the Marconi wireless installation aboard the America.
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ative; a good mechanic, and seeming to live in his
machines, a part of them, and as matter of fact as they.
Yet Vaniman confessed afterwards that when he
realized we were well out to sea and were communica-
ting to the shore back and forth with Signor Marconi’s
wizard will-o’-the-wisp whisperings, through the misty
miles, tears stood in his eyes. That was indeed a
triumph of mind over matter – not only the far whis-
perings, but the tears in the eyes of a stoic like our
engineer” [42].

The America would later set another aviation
achievement – the first aerial rescue at sea [43]. Blown
far off course by adverse winds and plagued by
mechanical problems, the trans-Atlantic flight was
doomed. The dying airship was drifting some four
hundred miles east of Cape Hatteras when it crossed
paths with the New York bound steamship Trent, in the
early hours of October 18, 1910 [44]. After daybreak,
Irwin’s rapid-fire exchange of short wireless messages
with operator Ginsberg onboard the Trent coordinated a
dramatic rescue of the airship’s crew.

The last message sent from the America was, “We are
going to launch the [life] boat. Stand by to pick us
up” [45]. Irwin then cut the antenna and earth
connections and sealed the watertight compartment.
Having flown over a thousand miles during its 72
hours of operation, Marconi’s pioneering airship
station was officially off the air. After the crew was
rescued, the captain of the Trent kindly consented to
bring their lifeboat aboard his vessel, allowing operator
Irwin to make a final entry in his station log, “All
wireless gear saved” [46].

Irwin’s laconic last log entry developed an ironic twist
when the Trent arrived in New York. Under the strict
terms of the import bond, the wireless equipment was
sent back to England. In a 1934 letter to Time
Magazine, Irwin lamented, “…thus was lost a very
interesting museum piece” [47]. Possibly knowing
more than he lets on and, conceivably, with tongue in
cheek, Irwin continued, “However, during the War I
saw the key of this set in the basement of the great
radio station at Arlington, Va. I do not know how it
came to be held out” [48]. Perhaps, perchance, the key
is still around?
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Visit the Radio & Television Museum

2608 Mitchellville Road
Bowie, MD 20716

301-390-1020
Hours:

10 to 5 Fridays
1 to 5 Saturdays and Sundays

Exit from Rt. 50 at Exit 11 (Rt. 197)
Take Rt. 197 South for 0.9 miles

Right on Mitchellville Road for 1.3 miles
Free admission, but donations encouraged
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Those of you who take MD Rt. 214
from the Beltway to get to

MAARC meetings at the Davidsonville
Family Recreation Center should be
aware that this summer the State High-
way Department will be replacing the
bridge over the Patuxent River. Rt. 214
will be completely closed at that point

for several months, with long detours. A better way to
get to the MAARC meeting during this construction
period would be to take U.S. 50 to MD 424 to MD
214 to Queen Anne Bridge Road (See map, page 2.)

The turnout for the April meeting at Sully Station in
Northern Virginia was surprisingly good (45) consid-
ering the terrible weather. The rain was almost like a
hurricane that day, but our gung-ho members did not
let bad weather stop them.

We are still looking for possible new meeting sites. If

you know of a place that is centrally located and easy
to get to, available on Sundays, inexpensive to rent,
with easy building access, and with a large parking
lot, let one of our officers know.

If you have not checked out MAARC’s website re-
cently (www.maarc.org), do so. Webmaster Eric Sten-
berg has improved it tremendously. Thanks, Eric! The
Radio & Television Museum’s website has also been
upgraded. More than 3000 books and thousands of
magazines and journals in the museum’s library are
listed there. Photocopies of materials can be had at
reasonable cost.

MAARC’s annual dues have not increased since we
started publishing Radio Age in 1994. Since then
printing costs and mailing costs have continued to
increase. A dues increase seems inevitable. If and
when that happens, your officers will give everyone
plenty of advance notice. ■

Tidbits
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porated into the official company name. Twenty five
years prior to 1922, the word radio would not even
have been used − “wireless telegraphy” was the term
then. Catalog 51 does list some non-radio products, for
example, an electric toaster.

Aldine’s guarantee was “If everything we sell is not
found better than we represent, your money will be
cheerfully refunded.”

The company sold crystal sets, tube radios, loose
couplers, variometers, horn speakers, antenna kits,
cabinets, and parts of all types. Their catalog includes
several pages of radio “hookups” for home builders, as
did many catalogs of the era.

One interesting Aldine product (shown on page 11) is
the “Listener-In,” an aluminum chamber that must
have contained a headphone unit. It had six rubber-
hoses exiting from it so that six people could listen at

In the early 1920s there were many little-known radio
manufacturing firms that lasted only a short time. One
company about which very little has been written is the
Aldine Radio & Manufacturing Company of Aldine
Square, Chicago. Its brand was Micr-O-Phone. Morgan
McMahon’s 1921-1932 Radio Collector’s Guide,
which lists hundreds of obscure sets, does not list
either Aldine or Micr-O-Phone.

The Radio & Television Museum Library has an early
Aldine catalog (Catalog # 51). Undated, it appears to
be from about 1922 judging from the other products
offered. It appears that Aldine made some radio
products of its own, but also sold products from other
firms, particularly Dictograph horn speakers and
earphones. Some products advertised as “Micr-O-
Phone” products were actually made by other firms.
For example, if you examine the catalog illustrations
carefully, you can see that the “Micr-O-Phone” aerial
insulator and “Micr-O-Phone” tube socket are stamped
“Radion – Am. Hard Rubber Co.” The “Micr-O-
Phone” Type 88 headphones are stamped “American
Electric.”

Aldine’s catalog says it had been in business for 25
years, which suggests that the company must have
manufactured other electrical products long before
radio came along and the word “radio” became incor-

Micr-O-Phone:
The Aldine Radio & Manufacturing Company

BY BRIAN BELANGER

Aldine’s factory in Chicago. Examples of the many parts offered by Aldine.
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once. The hoses and earpieces probably resembled the
plastic tube earphones used for listening to movies on
airliners.

Like many contemporary firms, Aldine used undue hype
to sell its products, with comments such as:

 “Electrically and mechanically without equal”

 “By far the best crystal receiving set on the market”

The Micr-O-Phone Listener-In.

The “King” model. The Micr-O-Phone “Senior.”
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 “Indestructible, will last a lifetime”

 “Another step in the perfection and mastering of
mysterious radio”

 “Brings voice and music to your home perfectly.”

The hyperbole used to describe the model 238 horn
speaker shown on this page is quite something. Here is
what it says (without correcting the grammar and
punctuation errors):

“This is not a horn or loud speaker it is a Reproducer.
There is nothing like it on the market it is designed by
experts who know what is necessary to reproduce
radiophone music and speech. Not blacksmiths. It
makes you think you are listening to the actual,
original, instead of being hundreds of miles away.

Aldine offered this ornate horn speaker for $15.00.

A partial listing of
Aldine/Micr-O-Phone
products and prices:

“Senior” crystal set $15.00

“Listener-In” multiple headphone unit $5.00

Standard Aldine [crystal] Receiving Set $12.50

“King” tube-type receiver $75.00
less tubes, batteries, and phones
(appears to be a three-tube set,
but ad does not say)

Type 240 Army-Navy loose coupler
with crystal detector $10.00

Type 243 Army-Navy loose coupler
without crystal detector $7.85

Type 239 “Junior” crystal set $3.50

Type 249 Wood Variometer with dial $3.50

Type 235 Hard rubber variometer
with dial $5.50

Type 248 8-tap “Varicupler” [sic.] $2.25

Type 315 Lightning arrestor $1.65

Type 245 Antenna kit $3.00

The type 240 loose coupler crystal set, which sold for
$10.00

Its a beauty. Simplicity of operation permits the use of
the MICR-O-Phone by any one, a child can operate
it. There are no places to oil and nothing to get out of
order. The purchase price is your only cost. Being
used by music stores where the tones must be just
right. No battery or electricity of any kind necessary.
You don’t need to be a millionaire to own one. Your
radio set is not complete without a MICR-O-Phone
reproducer.”

1922 crystal sets all used pretty much the same
schematic. Differences were mainly in the packaging,
but you would never guess that by reading the Aldine
ad reproduced on page 10. They wanted buyers to
believe that the MICR-O-Phone crystal set was vastly
different from competitors’ products.

If any of our readers have additional information
about Aldine, please let us know. ■
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Introduction

This article provides a second update on progress I’ve
made with the Battery Set Compendium (BSC), and
introduces the 2007 Edition (see the original BSC arti-
cle in the August 2005 Radio Age, and the first update
in June 2006).

The goal of the BSC is to provide collectors with the
best possible “first stop” source for information about
early battery radios and the companies that made them.
As such, the BSC contains as much information as is
practical about the widest possible range of companies
and radio types, and points to, but does not duplicate,
sources of greater depth, such as Alan Douglas’s excel-
lent three-volume Radio Manufacturers of the 1920’s
books, many articles in the AWA Reviews and Old Tim-
ers’ Bulletin/AWA Journal, or the various series pub-
lished in Radio Age over the years. The BSC allows
you to search its database for information about com-
panies and/or radio types, and to produce detailed re-
ports about individual companies or radio types, or
summary listings of companies and radio types. The
BSC is available to collectors on request at no cost,
currently as an Excel workbook on CD (or as an email
attachment).

The scope of the BSC is early vacuum tube battery ap-
paratus and complete sets from roughly 1909 through
1929 (excluding automobile and farm radios). The
BSC includes kits as well as factory assembled sets.
The BSC also includes early “module” apparatus, such
as detector units, amplifier units, tuner units, etc., that
were connected together in various combinations to
comprise complete sets. While crystal radios are nomi-
nally outside the current scope of the BSC, references
to crystal detector units used as components of a modu-
lar receiver are included. (Some vacuum tube radios
included crystal detectors.) I have also added some
information on World War I sets built for the U.S.
Navy by companies such as National Electric Supply
Co. or Wireless Specialty Apparatus Co., and early sets
from Marconi and Mignon, because of their important
place in the history and evolution of radio in its early
days.

What’s New in the 2007 BSC

I filled a large hole in the BSC’s technical references
by going through all of the AWA Old Timers’ Bulletin,
AWA Journals, and AWA Reviews to glean references to
articles (on companies as well as equipment) and pho-
tos. I also gathered references from ARCA’s Antique
Radio Gazettes from 1976 through 1992, and now all
but a very few of the Don Patterson Radio Ages,
MAARC’s Radio Ages, and the earlier MAARC News-
letters. Radio Age in both eras carried a number of
great series (e.g., on Grebe, Atwater Kent, AMRAD,
etc., as well as the new and on-going Atwater Kent se-
ries by Ray Thompson and Leigh Bassett). Radio Age
overall is a great reference, not only because of its ex-
cellent content but because back issues are readily
available to collectors through MAARC, as are copies
of the early MAARC Newsletters. The AWA also makes
copies of their publications readily available on CD as
well as some hardcopy.

I added information and references from more issues of
Wireless Age, Radio News, Radio, Popular Radio, Ra-
dio Industry and Radio Retailing, filling in gaps, but
with gaps remaining for future work. (In looking for ad
references I’ve concentrated on radio publications. Of
course as radio became generally popular, radio com-
panies advertised in popular consumer magazines such
as Saturday Evening Post, which I have not re-
searched.) I used the radio receiver specifications ta-
bles published in Radio Retailing in 1926, 1927, and
1928 to add to and verify the BSC’s data. I’ve also
been adding company street addresses as I go along. I
added information from more company catalogs and
bulletins, including Wireless Specialty Apparatus Co.,
De Forest, Grebe, Duck, Klitzen, and RCA.

In resolving contradictions or inconsistencies between
sources I have given precedence to the earliest source,
especially radio company catalogs or bulletins.

The 2007 BSC now contains information about 1,297
radio companies and 5,292 radio types. (The items of
information in the BSC about individual companies
and radio types are described in the August 2005 issue
of Radio Age.) I’ve now drawn from 103 sources (up

Progress on the Battery Set Compendium
BY GREG HUNOLT

[Greg is performing a tremendous service to our community.
Let’s all help him in every way we can. - Editor]
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from 82 in 2006), with more to go – including some, I
am sure, I have not heard of. The 2007 BSC contains
information on companies that were located in 268 cit-
ies in 34 states (25 more cities and one more state than
the 2006 BSC). Tables 1 and 2 show the top fifteen
states and cities in number of companies that made
battery apparatus and sets, as currently represented in
the BSC.

Help Wanted!

If you have information about 1910 to 1930 radio com-
panies that operated in your city or state, and their ra-
dio types, I would appreciate being able to add it to the
BSC. There were many small local radio companies
that did not advertise nationally at all, or infrequently,
that I will not discover without your help. Those small
companies that may have operated only for a short
time, and/or may have sold radios only locally, are
nonetheless part of the history and evolution of radio in
those years, and their radios sometimes still turn up at
flea markets. If you get a copy of the BSC, check on its
information about companies from your state or city. If
you find omissions or errors I would be very happy to
hear from you!

State Companies

New York 344

Illinois 181

California 104

Ohio 74

Pennsylvania 60

New Jersey 55

Massachusetts 54

Indiana 44

Michigan 39

Minnesota 34

Missouri 31

Wisconsin 22

Connecticut 14

Iowa 12

Maryland 7

Table 1.
The fifteen states having the most radio

manufacturing companies listed in the BSC

Table 2.
The fifteen cities having the most radio

manufacturers listed in the BSC.

City Companies

New York City 263

Chicago 148

Los Angeles 42

Philadelphia 35

San Francisco 33

Minneapolis 27

Brooklyn 25

Boston 24

Newark 24

Cleveland 23

Cincinnati 18

Detroit 15

St. Louis 14

Kansas City 12

Milwaukee 9

Availability of the 2007 BSC

The 2007 BSC package is available to collectors on
request on CD or as an email attachment. It includes
the BSC’s Excel workbook, a Users’ Guide (in Micro-
soft Word), and a text “Readme file.” I am not charg-
ing for the BSC; I have greatly enjoyed putting the
BSC together and I will be happy if other collectors
who share my interest find what I have done interest-
ing and useful. I ask only for feedback/criticism on
the its content, search capabilities, and reports.

To request a copy of the 2007 BSC, email me at
ghunolt@excel.net or contact me at 920-893-0422, or
write to me, Greg Hunolt, N5412 State Hwy 57, Ply-
mouth, WI 53073. I will provide future updates to the
BSC to any collector who asks to be included in a list
for that purpose.

Thanks again to the Radio Age readers and others
who have given me their encouragement and their
time trying out and criticizing the BSC, and loaning
or sending me information. ■
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Services: Professional restorations for
all TUBE TYPE antique table radios,
floor model consoles, cathedrals,
tombstones, battery sets,
communication receivers, and music
amplifiers. Complete overhauls to
factory specifications. Lacquer-
sprayed, hand-rubbed cabinet
refinishing. Reasonable rates. Free
estimates. UPS/USPS/FEDEX/
TRUCK shipments accepted. 4-year
warranty on new parts. Bob Eslinger/
KR1U, ANTIQUE RADIO
RESTORATION & REPAIR, 20 Gary
School Road, Pomfret Center, CT
06259. Hours: 9am-5pm eastern,
Tuesday through Saturday. Telephone/
fax: 860-928-2628. Email:
Bob@oldradiodoc.com. Please come
visit us on the web at http://
www.oldradiodoc.com or stop by
when in the New England area.

For Sale: 1941 and 1942 Philco
escutcheons, knobs, and pushbutton
reproductions now available. Other
various knobs and pushbuttons also
available. Contact us for specific
model numbers on escutcheons. Old
Time Replications, 5744 Tobias
Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91411, (818)
786-2500,
http://www.antiqueradioknobs.com,
email: oldtimerep@aol.com.

For Sale/Trade: The Radio &
Television Museum has a large number
of duplicate Sams Photofacts available,
approaching a complete set from the
earliest to folders in the 2000 range.
Contact Brian Belanger (see p. 2) to
view them and to make an offer. Or,
we will trade you folders for a few
folders that we are missing, along with
a few missing Sams transistor radio
manuals, hi-fi manuals, auto radio
manuals, etc. . Contact Brian for the

list of folders and manuals missing
from the museum’s collection. Also for
sale cheap or trade: Bound volumes of
IRE/IEEE Transactions on Acoustics
and Ultrasonics.

Selling out: Rider Perpetual Trouble
Shooter's Manuals, bound volumes 1-
20 complete in excellent condition,
$200. Sams Photofact Folders 1 - 430
complete, others up to 1752 (radios
only) in 2 filing cabinets, $200. Test
equipment, multi-meters, signal
generators, power supplies,
transformers, diodes, repair manuals,
tools and parts. Let me know your
interests; can be seen by appointment.
Dale Johnston, dalejohn@carr.org.

For Sale/Trade: Excellent+ Drake
SPR-4, $375. Rare Excellent+
Kennedy 311, $1,900. 1922 Zenith
Eliminator Tuner, only known
example, $5,500. Beautiful,
excessively rare Duval Spirit of St.
Louis cone speaker, restored, $3,750.
Wanted: Near-mint Sony TR-55,
$8,000. Near-mint pearlescent
Regency TR-1s: Meridian Blue,
$1,500; Pearl White $2,000; Pink
$2,400; Lavender, Lime, $3,000. All
pearlescent TR-1s wanted, any
condition. Will beat any offer for clear-
case, clear-back, chrome, or Mike
Todd Regency TR-1. Best prices for
your exceptional quality, early
transistor radios and colorful plaskon
sets of the ‘30s and ‘40s. Time Out of
Mind Radio. Paul Farmer, PO Box
352, Washington, VA 22747-0352;
(540) 987-8759;
oldradiotime@hotmail.com.

For Sale: More than 150 antique
radios, record players, tape recorders,
and more, late 1930s to more recent.
Examples: Sparton 538, 1939 Fada,

Classified Ads
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month,
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication.
No phone-in ads, please, but email is welcomed.

Service Data
The Radio & Television
Museum Library contains a
huge collection of service data.
Photocopy packages are
available for most radio and TV
sets prior to the 1960s, and
many models of test equipment.
Also, copies of articles from
magazines such as QST, Radio
News, and Popular Electronics.
Phone or email inquiries to
Brian Belanger (see page 2),
who will check the availability
of the data before you order.

Radio service data: $3 for the
first model and $2 for each
subsequent model in same order.
TV service data: depends on
number of pages. Maryland
residents add 5% sales tax to
total. Make checks payable to
“Radio History Society.” Order
from:

Librarian
Radio-Television Museum
2608 Mitchellville Road
Bowie, MD 20716

1938 Grundig, Wilcox-Gay tape
recorder. Call to make an
appointment to view the items.
William Alder, 73 Hanover Road,
Reisterstown, MD 21136, (410) 517-
1586.

For Sale: 1947 Magnavox “Regency
Symphony” Model 155B radio/
phonograph − a true high-end item in
an elegant cabinet, with 13 tubes,
including a magic eye tube and push-
pull 6L6s for audio output. John
Robertson (703) 256-7707.



Radio Age  June 2007 Visit MAARC’s web site at www.maarc.org page 16

MAARC Your Calendar!
June 7-9 RadioActivity 2007 at the Sheraton Hotel, Beltsville,

MD. See March and April Radio Age for details.

Sun., June 17 Frederick Hamfest, Frederick County Fairgrounds. For
information see www.qsl.net/k3erm/hamfest/htm

July 12-14 Michigan Antique Radio Club’s 22nd Annual
Extravaganza, Lansing, MI. See April and May Radio
Age for details or check www.michiganantiqueradio.org
or email to abpushpull@aol.com

Sun., July 15 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at
11:30, meeting at 1:30.

Sun., July 22 BRATS Hamfest, Howard Cty. Fairgrounds, West
Friendship, MD, www.bratsatv.org.

Sun., Aug. 5 Berryville [VA] Hamfest, Clarke Cty. Ruritan
Fairgrounds, www.svarc.us/hamfest.

Sun., Aug. 19 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at
11:30, meeting at 1:30.

(To check on upcoming hamfests, go to www.arrl.org and click on hamfests.)

Presort Standard
US Postage Paid
Permit 1502
Merrifield, VA

Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club
c/o Paul R. Farmer
P.O. Box 352
Washington, VA 22747-0352


