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A MIDWEST ODYSSEY 
PICTURES AND ARTICLE BY JOE KOESTER 

[Joe borrows a page or two from Homer 's• Odyssey in telling the tale of this Midwest console radio. He 
tells a sad story of a faux finish lost and reborn in the hands of an English "Grainier". Follow his epic 
journey across the 17 years on how he breathed life back into this beautiful Art Deco radio. - Editor] 

W e all have 
radios we 

are especially 
fond of, for one 
reason or another. 
I like the high 
tube-count Scotts 
and Zeniths, and 
just about any 
radio with over 10 
tubes. The 
Midwest Radio 
Corporation of 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
was a manufactur-

Figure 1. Front panel of the Midwest model U-16 radio 

er of radios with many tubes, and had some really 
interesting cabinet designs, many of which were 
pure Art Deco, perhaps more so than some of the 
other manufacturers of the time! Midwest 
certainly made some nice eye-catching radios, 
but the beauty was only skin deep. 

Some will look at schematics and say that a 
number of the tubes in the 16- and 18-tube 

Midwest radios 
were there 
strictly for 
higher tube 
count, and if you 
look at some of 
the schematics 
you might agree. 
Nonetheless 
these radios 
perform pretty 
well, and some 
of those cabinets 
are stunning eye 
catchers with 

their impressive Art Deco design and chrome 
accoutrements. 

Some years ago when we lived in Maryland I 
picked up a big 1937 Midwest Model U-16 
console. The cabinet is pretty striking — the front 
protrudes to a "V" and the escutcheon is re-
splendent in curves, chrome, and a large colored 

(Midwest continued on page 4) 
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A BOUT MAARC and RADIO AGE. Radio Age became the 
monthly newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club in 

June 1994. Prior to that date, the MAARC Newsletter and Radio Age 
were separate publications. 

Subscription to Radio Age begins with the next available issue after 
the membership application and dues are received. Dues are $24 per 
year in the US, $36 in Canada, and $60 elsewhere, all payable in 
US dollars. Two-year, three-year, and life memberships are 
available; contact the Membership Chair (see column at left). All 
checks are payable to MAARC and, for new members, must 
accompany the membership application, which is available from the 
Membership Chair or the MAARC website (www.maarc.org). If 
you change your mailing address, email, or phone number, please 
notify the Membership Chair immediately so corrections can be 
made to Radio Ages' mailing list. The Post Office will not forward 
your newsletters. 

Back issues of the MAARC Newsletter from Vol. I, No. 1 (August 
1984) and most issues of Radio Age from Vol. 1, No. 1 (October 
1975) are available for $3.50 each postpaid from the Membership 
Chair. 10 percent discount on orders of 12 or more back issues and 
15 percent on orders of 60 or more back issues. Make checks 
payable to MAARC. Two first-class stamps per order help defray 
MAARC mailing costs. 

Submissions to Radio Age are welcomed. Typewritten copy is 
preferred to handwritten. Articles should be submitted in PC format, 
preferably via email or on a CD or flash drive, in MS Word, Word 
Perfect, or RTF format, without fancy formatting, because the 
editors will have to modify it anyway. Photographs should be high 
resolution black and white or color images. Permission to reprint 
any image or graphic used in the article must be obtained by the 
author. Contact the editors for further guidance. Send your 
submission to any one of the editors listed on the left and include 
your name, address, phone, and email. 

MAARC MONTHLY MEETINGS. Most months MAARC 
meetings are held at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
3789 Queen Anne Bridge Rd., Davidsonville, MD (map below). 
From U.S. 50, take MD 424 south for 2.5 miles. Turn right on MD 
214 for 0.6 miles, and angle left on Queen Anne Bridge Road for 
1.1 miles. The entrance will be on your left. April and December 
meetings are usually held at the Sully Station Community Center in 
Northern Virginia. Check the calendar on p. 16 for details. 

Map — Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center (not to scale) 
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Pictured are a few radio-themed Valentines. 

44-(116.Re-CefflO 

X•5543 

I'LL BROADCAST IT 

TO THE tiVOA'LD I 

February is the month where we confess 
_11 our love by sending that special person a 
Valentine. But how did this strange custom 
begin? One legend contends that a priest 
named Valentinus defied the Roman Emperor 
Claudius ll's edict of forbidding young men 
from marrying. Valentinus continued to 
secretly marry young lovers until he was 
discovered and put to death. Another legend 
suggests that Valentinus was imprisoned for 
helping other Christians escape Roman 
prisons. While in prison, he fell in love with 
the jailor's daughter. Before his death, he 
sent her a love letter and signed it, "From 
your Valentine." 

Next time you buy that lavishly expen-
sive radio, you may want to consider sending 
your loved one a Valentine. 
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(Midwest continuedfr om page 1) 
and very busy dial. It sits on a faux-finished 
metal front. I liked it the first time I saw it and it 
followed me home. The cabinet was in fair 
condition and several attempts to clean it up, 
retouch it and polish it just didn't work. It 
became apparent that the finish on this cabinet 
just wasn't the normal finish you'd run into on a 
typical console. As a matter of fact, a lot of 
colored lacquer and toning lacquer was used in 
the manufacturing process - just how much 
remained to be seen! I stripped the front metal 
panel in Maryland in the early to mid- 1990s and 
mostly restored the chassis, and it went to Texas 
with me. It ended up here in Tennessee many 
years later and in 2006 I decided it was finally 
time to deal with this radio and restore it. 

The dial and knobs protrude through a metal 
front that has a faux finish. Unfortunately 
someone put a strip of marking tape on this metal 
and when it came off, so did the finish. A local 
friend, Benjamin Banks, is a "Grainier" — a skill 
he developed in England many years ago. Ben 
put a nice looking walnut grain on this metal 
front. 

The first step was to finish stripping the 
cabinet. I applied a paste stripper on the sides 
and found that the material removed was enor-
mous! I probably removed enough old finish to 
equal what I would remove on three other 
consoles! It quickly became apparent that 
Midwest used a very large amount of colored 
lacquer over their veneer. In some places they 
used a foundation substance to cover the rougher 
wood — I recall something called a Matte founda-
tion, which you painted over wood. It filled in all 
the pores and enabled you to get a smooth finish. 
Of course you covered up the wood grain at the 

same time, but if you sprayed it with a colored 
lacquer it wouldn't matter. 
I found the cabinet was constructed of 

plywood, and the flat surfaces were veneered 
with a walnut. However, it was the poorest 
quality walnut veneer I have ever seen, and was 
paper thin. On one side the veneer is actually 
sanded through on a flat surface, and also near 
the back edge. (See Figure 4.) The plywood 
front was nailed to the sides and they didn't even 
bother to countersink and fill the nail holes - well 
maybe the matte finish also served as a wood 

Figure 2. The cabinet after being restored and 

getting a few coats of lacquer 

filler. The side edge had been routered to a curve 
to match the side — remember it was plywood and 
you can imagine what sort of raw edge with 
laminations present on this edge. Zenith and 
other manufacturers used a solid piece of wood in 
a situation like this, but Midwest just nailed it 
together, rough edges and all. The speaker 

cut-out in the plywood front was simply sanded, 
no trim, just a rough sanded raw edge. 

Midwest's way of dealing with all this was to 
pile on the finish, assuming that finish was a lot 
cheaper than carpentry work, good veneer, wood 
filler, solid trim, the use of nails over screws, etc. 
The finish I removed with my stripper and 
scraper represented a substitute for good con-
struction. The toning veneer on the edges was 
darker and tended to hide the obvious imperfec-
tions. I could not believe how poorly the cabinet 
was constructed and then finished. Maybe that's 
why they sold these radios through the mail for 
less then $ 100. 

The refinishing of the cabinet required a lot 

more toning lacquer to hide all the imperfections. 
When it was pretty well covered up I shot it with 
several coats of Deft Lacquer that was tinted with 
walnut stain. When it was done it didn't look half 
bad, but I decided I would have only one 
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Midwest console in my collection, at least if I 
had to refinish it to get it looking good. It truly 
was an odyssey in time and effort to bring this 
radio back to presentable condition. 

Figure 5. Another view of the raw edge showing 

the laminations in the plywood. 

Figure 6 ( right). The Midwest has completed a 

long journey, albeit the knobs are awaiting 

refinishing. It is proudly displayed in Joe's home. 

Figure 3. One of the raw edges on the front. The 

laminations in the plywood can be seen. 
Figure 4. Circled is an area on the side that was 

sanded through thin veneer, but covered up at 

the factory. 
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MORE ON ELECTROLYTIC CAPACITORS 

[A couple of MAARC members, Richard Altig and Alan Douglas, enjoyed Brian Belanger 's article about 
electrolytic capacitors (Page 1 of the December 2012 Radio Age). Richard writes to share his own 
experiences. Alan provides some additional information about Ralph Mershon and a picture of his 
collection of capacitors. Thank you, Richard and Alan, for the additional information. — Editor ] 

aving worked for Sangamo Electric Co. for 
30 years I became familiar with most of 

their products. Sangamo built capacitors for 
many years, with most being built during WW2. 
Many will remember the red-molded mica 
capacitors that were almost everywhere. Later 
came the molded paper and film capacitors, first 
in green and then in red (redskins). The redskins 
appeared in many Heathkits. Most failed just as 
Sprague black beauty caps did, but for a different 
reason. During manufacturing in a humid 
atmosphere moisture entered during molding, 
which caused failure. Caps made in the winter 
lasted longer because of drier air in the factory. 

Electrolytic capacitors were made in special 
rooms with large etching tanks that the foil was 
drawn through. The power source for etching was 
in another room with three large motor-generator 
sets. These sets were former trolley or interurban 
rail power sources that generated 600 VDC at 
600 amps. At any given time one set was on line, 
one on standby, and one being repaired. When 
the foil broke in the etching tank a large flash and 
short occurred, usually damaging the machine. 
The room was always filled with carbon dust. It 
was difficult to keep the foil forming room clean. 

In the late 1950s high capacity semiconductor 
diodes became available. I had the opportunity to 
be on the team that was to design a solid-state 
600-VDC, 600-Amp variable power supply. It 
was powered directly from 440-VAC three-phase 
power. The result was a carbon dust-free source, 
which allowed much cleaner capacitors to be 
made. At the same time the foil makers produced 
much purer and thinner foil. The quality of 
electrolytics improved dramatically, and capaci-
tor life was determined mainly by the quality of 
the seal. Some had simple can crimps while 
others incorporated "0" rings. Commercial grade 
capacitors had a life expectancy of five years, 
military grade-seven years, and computer grade-

ten years, although most computer grade caps 
have a lifetime exceeding 25 years. 

Capacitor manufacturing was done in the 
Springfield, Illinois plant until about 1960 and 
then moved to a new facility in Pickens, SC. 
Besides electrolytics, a large quantity of power-
factor correction and energy storage capacitors 
were manufactured. The capacitor business was 
sold to Cornell-Dubilier in the 1970s and moved 
to Mexico. - Richard Altig 
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Alan Douglas provided the following information: Ralph 
Davenport Mershon ( 1868-1952) was employed by Westing-

house, in charge of various power projects, including lighting the 
1893 World's Fair, before going into private practice as a consult-
ant. He maintained his own development laboratory and had 
many patents on electrical devices. He tried to develop an 
electrolytic capacitor for AC use in 1909 and while this was never 
successful, his many patents in this field (55, from 1911 to 1942) 
did apply to DC capacitors and were licensed to several manufac-
turers. Amrad was the first in 1922. Amrad's license and manu-
facturing expertise went to Crosley after Amrad's demise, and 
later to Magnavox. He was a Lt. Colonel in the Army Engineers, 
detailed to the Naval Consulting Board during WWI. The 
definitive biography was published by Ohio State University in 
1956 in two volumes: "Ralph Davenport Mershon" by Edith 

Cockins. 

A set of electrolytic capacitors from Alan Douglas' collection. 

- 

" 
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North Adams, Mass. 
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Tídot Lts 

How To SERVICE A ZENITH SHUTTER DIAL RADIO 

BY JOHN GOLLER, K9UWA 

ufllpu Joe Koester forwarded this email correspondence between John Goner and Dale Allen to 
the Radio Age editors. If you don't have a Zenith shutter dial radio, look past those 
details that relate to the shutter dial and you will find some great universal tips on how to 

disassemble and reassemble a complex radio chassis. The email is presented here in its entirety with 
some edits for publication. —Editor 

Hi Dale, 

Well I am sure you're 
aware that the knobs on 
that radio are worth more 
money than you paid for 
the whole works. I have 
seen just the motor knob 
sell for $60 - that's the 
front-most spring-loaded 
knob. The speaker is 
worth $75 or so. You will 
see a nice clean chassis 
sell for $300 or so. I just 
bought a chassis with 
knobs for $356 and 
thought I got a whale of a 
deal. I needed it for 
another Walton and it is a 
perfectly clean one. 
Anyway, now let's talk 
about the Zenith shutter 
dial assembly. There is 
no magic to it. It's just a 
mechanical arrangement and, yes, you are going 
to have to take it apart and fix it. 

First, lay the chassis on its backside. It 
should face upward without falling over. You 
have to take apart all the dial stuff and take the 
glass off. The gold pointer just pushes on and 
pulls off. Run the tuner all the way closed. 
Gently twist and pull the gold pointer - it will 
come off. Carefully remove that felt-looking 
gasket, even if it comes off in pieces. When you 
reassemble it you can use a dab of clear silicone 

Zenith 9-S-232 shutter dial ( The Walton). 
Photo credit: John Goller 

.40100 ,1111N11,%* 

to hold the pieces in the 
correct locations. 

Right here I want you 
to make an observation 
for later re-assembly. 
Look at the hole in the 
center where the dial 
pointer came through the 
center dial cover. Is it in 
the center of the hole? 
Most times it will be the 
low position. Take a look 
at the top rear behind the 
tone switch you see two 
small screws one on each 
side. There is a little 
room for adjustment in 
those two holes, but it 
may not be quite enough. 
When you reassemble the 
dial, it may be necessary 
to slightly increase the 
slot-shaped holes in the 
bracket downward to 

where the tuning capacitor is mounted. I would 
do that with a Dremel tool and a carbide-cutting 
drill bit. Before you start drilling, set the chassis 
horizontally so the cuttings do not fall into the 
chassis. As an extra precaution, place a towel 
over the whole chassis so that none of those 
cuttings get into the tuner or anyplace in the 
chassis. By using these precautions, you can start 
cutting while the dial assembly is off the chassis 
and out of your way. Let's get back to the 
disassembly. 
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A Walton saved from going to the dump. John had to evict some mice before rescuing this radio. 
Photo credit: John Goller 

Next, remove the center dial cover. It is held 
in place by three slot tabs. At this point, notice 
the position of the white tune pointer. It should 
be just a little bit past the last mark on the dial. It 
can be a bit closer to the end than that last hash 
mark of the dial. Now remove this pointer. Just 
work it up the band and pull. 

Now you will want to use some 600 grit 
sandpaper to polish up the three shafts for the 
Volume, Tone, On/Off/Local/Distance controls. 
Polish the three shafts to remove the crud and 
burrs before you remove the dials. It will make 
removing the dials much easier. Push off the dial 
lamp socket. Remove the two 5/16-inch nuts at 
the bottom and at the top of the tone control and 
two small 1/4-inch nuts screws there. Now lift 
the whole dial assembly off the front of the radio. 
Set the dial assembly aside for a bit. Service the 
tuner first. 

While the chassis is still on its backside, you 
will need to remove and clean up the gears. We 
are going to make one small modification to the 
original Zenith setup of this gear arrangement. 

Move the brass pulley that goes to the dial belt 
until it turns a bit and see how it operates. Notice 
that it hits a stopping point when the tuner is 
closed. Look at the bracket holding the gear set 
on the left side of it when you see it stop. Take a 
1/4-inch nut driver and remove that bracket. 
Also remove the hairpin clip on the end of the 
intermediate gear. 

If you think you might get confused with the 
reassembly, snap a picture of these gears with 
that bracket off before you disturb them. (From 
the very beginning, you may want to take pictures 
before each step. -Editor) Next remove the 1/4-
inch screw from the end of the tuning capacitor. 
You will need to loosen a setscrew on the side of 
that gear. When you loosen that setscrew, the 
spring that is under it will unwind and that gear 
will be free to lift off the end of the tuner shaft. 
You can remove the gears and clean the shafts 
and the gears. Add just a drop of light machine 
oil to the shafts before you reassemble. Set them 
to the side for a bit. Spray some tuner cleaner 
onto the wipers and bearings in the tuner and flip 
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it to make sure it oper-
ates easily. 

It's time to put the 
tuner gear back in place. 
Set the intermediate gear 
back into position. With 
the tuner completely 
closed, get the spring 
back into the slot under 
the base of the gear. 
Now load the spring just 
a bit. Tune the tuner to 
about 650 on the AM 
dial. You will want 
enough spring tension so 
that if you let go of the 
tuner, the spring tension 
will barely close the 
tuner - just barely. It's 
OK if it doesn't quite 
close. What you have 
done here is to remove 
about half a turn of the 
loading that Zenith put on this tuner to start with. 
This will allow the whole tuner to operate much 
easier when you are all done. The purpose of the 
spring is to keep the backlash and slop out of the 
tuning mechanism. They just got a little carried 
away with it. So once you have this about right, 
tighten up the side setscrew and then install the 
end screw in the tuning shaft. There's one last 
gear to install. This one needs to be set with your 
tuner closed and the little stud to the left sticking 
up so it hits the stop on the bracket. You actually 
want to roll the tuner open just slightly so you are 
able to install the bracket. When the bracket is 
properly set, turning the brass pulley will not put 
it in a bind. It will just stop with no extra play in 
the motion. It is just a matter of getting the gears 
correct. Set half a tooth on one or the other gear 
until you have it correct. Then tighten the 1/4-
inch screw that holds the bracket in place. You 
are done with the chassis for now. 

Now for the dial assembly you want to have a 
nice clean, somewhat long, workbench area. As 

you take apart each section, the pieces can be 
placed on the bench in a line so that reassembly 
can be done in the correct order. Take a couple 
of pictures of the backside of the whole works 
right now. There are some key parts you need to 

A shutter dial with bent railings. 
Photo credit: Dale Allen. 

make notes about while they are still assembled. 
Let's talk about the springs. Note the 

direction they are installed. The hooked open 
ends are pointed outward and away from them-
selves so none can catch on each other during 
operation. 

The brass colored dividers are held in place 
by a middle screw. Notice the dividers are not 
flat. Some dial assemblies have one divider; 
some have two. Whatever number there is, it's 
there for a reason. They are in a particular 
position relative to the shutters. They are either 
under or below that stationary third band dial. Be 
careful that you don't flip them upside down and 
put them in the wrong way; don't put them in at a 
different angle than they are right now. Take a 
picture of the dividers and make notes at this 
point. 

About the shutters - you have two that move 
for the AM band and the main short wave band. 
You have to think a little backwards as the AM 
band really is the first one to put back in because 
it is the front dial. 

Let's talk about the felt pads. Note at the top 
where the shutters close that they should hit a felt 
pad. Usually these pads are all beat up or 
missing. They need to be replaced or your 
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shutters will be over closing and damage them-
selves at the bottom edge. I use those felt pads 
that stick on, but I don't trust the stick on glue. I 
use 3M #77 spray adhesive and cut a section 
from these felt pads to replace those old worn out 
pads. Yes, they are grey, but you can't see them 
after installation anyway. Stain them a different 
color if it bothers you. 

OK — Let's take it apart. Remove the hairpin 
clips. Remove the 1/4-inch screw from the 
middle. Lay aside your brass colored divider 
strips. Remove the two springs. You should 
have one small pile of brass dividers, hairpin 
clips and a screw. (You can use the bottom half 
of an egg carton to keep those small items from 
rolling around. -Editor) 

Move to the right or left whichever direction 
you're going to go with this thing. Now work the 
shortwave shutter back and forth while lifting 
carefully both sides off the pivot pins. If there is 
some crud on the ends of the pivot pins add a 
little liquid wrench or other lubricant. Work the 
shutter with a knife or small screwdriver under 
the brass bushing on each side in a back and forth 
fashion. Just do not bend or force the shutter 
itself. Eventually you can work them up off the 
pins. Once the first one is off the pins, use a little 
600 or 800 grit on the ends of the pivot pins to 
polish the ends up a bit. Next, do the same thing 
to remove the AM band shutter. 

You can do a super job of polishing up those 
pivot pins with some 800-grit paper. When you 
are all done polishing the pivot pins, add a little 
light machine oil to them. Now it's time to look 
at the slots at the top of the frame where the 
shutters slide. There are two types of these 
things. Some are made from plastic and some are 
made from steel. Let's tackle the steel type first. 
They are covered with a flocking material. It 
quiets the shutter operation and it keeps the 
shutter from being scratched near the top portion 
of the shutter. If the flocking is removed, that top 
portion of the shutter is not visible and maybe a 
little noise doesn't bother you or maybe it does. 
What will bother you is if someone changes 
bands on it after you put this back together and 
the tang at the bottom of the unit bends. Your 
shutter is then stuck and bent forever more — 
screwed up. Maybe in the last 70 years this 
flocking stuff has expanded and somewhat closed 

up this little slot? 
Personal opinion injected here: I think that 

Zenith realized they had a problem with the 
metal portion of this dial. The later assemblies 
used plastic to replace the steel shutters coated 
with flocking. When I take these metal ones 
apart, I carefully scrape the flocking off but only 
in the slot area. Be careful not to scrape the 
flocking off where the screws that hold it 
together are located. I want the flocking there for 
the additional spacing. I just want the flocking 
removed from where the shutters move back and 
forth. 

Let's now address the plastic version. These 
pose somewhat less trouble. Here you only have 
to hold them up and look to be sure you don't 
have one that is warped. Yes, unfortunately, 
sometimes we find one that is warped. If this 
happens then you can usually take the affair apart 
and redo them into a different order so that the 
warped one is on the outside and the warping 
makes the slot wider instead of closing up a slot. 
If you just don't have enough good parts then 

A shutter dial layer with straightened railings. 

Photo credit: Dale Allen. 
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The reassembled shutter dial two hours later using John's instructions. 
Photo credit: Dale Allen. 

contact me because I have scrapped out enough 
of these radios that I have spare parts. 

Let's now service the two moveable shutters. 
Note that there is a rivet in the center and its 
slightly spring-loaded piece of steel. I ever so 
lightly pinch that U-shaped piece of steel such 
that it no longer holds the two parts of the shutter 
tight together and they should slide much easier 
now. Next add just a little bit of light machine oil 
to this slot so that it is all just slightly damp on 
both sides. Lastly, take a look at the tang—that's 
the lever part where your band switch makes 
contact and pulls the shutter open. It is very 
important that this part is nice and flat. Hopefully 
it isn't all bent so badly from abuse that it won't 
ever work correctly. 

Finally, it's reassembly time. Put the AM 
band dial first into the bottom set of top slots and 
onto the pins. Now it's time to do the real work. 
When this shutter is set correctly, as you hold the 

dial assembly right side up, the shutters should 
freely fall open on their own. If you hold the dial 
assembly upside down, then the shutters should 
freely fall into the closed position. 

If it doesn't freely fall open or close, your job 
is to discover what it is rubbing on, or if it's 
twisted or slightly bent. To find and correct why 
it doesn't quite close, hold it up to the light and 
see how each side looks in the top slot. Is it in 
the slot squarely or is it twisted? Do the same at 
the bottom as it sits on the pivot pins. It takes 
ever so slight an amount of bend or twist in one 
arm or the other to put the thing into enough of a 
bind that it won't operate smoothly. 

After you get the AM band to work smoothly, 
then repeat the same process with the shortwave 
shutter. Lastly, put on the hairpin clips. Install 
the brass dividers correctly and the springs. The 
dial assembly is done. Finally, hold it upright— 
use your finger and pull the tangs downward. 
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You should be able to pull the shutters open. 
They should shut when you let go. 

Now, simply put it back on the radio in the 
reverse order of the removal process. Be careful 
when you get to the part about making sure that 
the pointers come through the middle of the hole. 
Get that adjustment correct and your shutter dial 
should work just fine for many years to come. 
I hope I didn't forget anything. It takes me 

about two hours normally to remove and service 
one of these dials. I have done probably hun-
dreds of them. Sometimes they are easy and 
sometimes they are a real pain. If they are bent, 

that's when they become a real pain. 
Jean and I started seriously collecting and 

restoring old radios around 1990. I retired in 
1998 and it went to nearly full time work for both 
of us. I handled the electronics and Jean handled 
refinishing the cabinets. Long ago we completed 
two thousand radio restorations. My electronics 
background began as a ham radio operator in 
high school in 1959. I started Electrical Engineer-
ing school at Purdue University in the fall of 

A whole line of Walton radios from John's collection. Photo credit: John GoIler. 

1962 but after two years decided that Electronica 
was a great hobby, but I didn't want to make a 
living at it and switched into businesses manage-
ment. So all my knowledge from that point 
forward was self taught. My first ham radio 
receiver was a Truetone (Detrola Chassis) model 
D-724 I had picked up from the local dump along 
with many others. That radio played better than 
most of the ones I had picked up, so I added one 
transistor oscillator as a Beat-Frequency-
Oscillator (BFO) and a small trimmer to use for 
band spread tuning. That radio was used as my 
ham receiver. It was later replaced by communi-

cations receiver. 
Over the years we have restored something 

like 30 Walton Zenith tombstones. Lots of model 
7, 9, and 12 shutter dials and I think around nine 
or ten of the 15 tubers. I really enjoy doing the 
restorations on the 1938 shutter dial chassis. 

Visit our website for lots of pictures and some 
information about our restoration of old radios at 
www.j ohnj eanantiqueradio.com. (John Goller's 
email address is k9uwa@arrl.net.) 
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Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 
Welcome to MAARC s Website 
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Next Meeting - Dec 2012 

December Meeting is in Virginia! 

Dec le 2012 meeting location. Sithi Station I1UtC, 
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CLOSE INFO 

2012 RadioFallFest Pict,, 

2012 Radioactivity Picts 

Watch for MAARC's new 
website this coming March at 

www.MAARC.org 

While Eric Stenberg fulfills his role as MAARC's president, Carlos Lazarini stepped up to be our new web master 
(carlos.lazarini@capeoldradio.com). The new site includes many new features, including a member's only site of Radio 
Age back issues. MAARC truly appreciates all the hard work he put into this very attractive website. Thank you, Carlos! 

Special Offer for MAARC Members Valid Until March 31! 

The December Radio Age (page 13) described a special limited time offer whereby MAARC members could 
become members of the National Capital Radio & Television Museum for only $20 (instead of the usual 

annual dues of $25 per year). Museum members receive multiple benefits: 

• A subscription to the Museum's historical journal Dials and Channels 
• A ten-percent discount in the Museum shop 
• Access to the members-only portion of the Museum website 
• Radio repairs by expert museum technicians for reasonable prices 
• Notification about special events at the Museum 

The members-only section of the website contains a growing amount of digitized material to enjoy, for exam-
ple, copies of 1920s magazines such as Radio News, Popular Radio, and Television; back issues of Dials and 
Channels, old radio catalogs, and even radio programs in MP3 format. Museum membership dues are tax de-
ductible if you itemize deductions. If you are not already a Museum member and wish to take advantage of this 
offer, send a check or money order for $20 payable to NCRTV to the Museum: 

National Capital Radio & Television Museum, PO Box 1809, Bowie, MD 20717 

You can also join via PayPal from the Museum's website: www.ncrtv.org. When joining, please give us your 
phone number, email address, and, if you are an amateur radio operator, your call sign. This offer expires on 
March 31, 2013, so act now! 
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Classified Ads 
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 

For Sale: New! Accurate reproduction of Zenith 
wood knobs reproduced in resin. Rubber 
grommets, washers, and repro knobs for major 
brands and others. Rubber feet and chassis/motor 
supports for RCA 45 players. CDs, DVDs of 
early radio courses and books. Some TV knobs 
for Pilot and Motorola. Masks for Motorola 
VT71, VT73. Go to www.RenovatedRadios.com. 
See the full selection of radio parts I make. Don't 
do Internet? Call Ed Schutz at (586) 876-9802. 

For Sale - Book: Mahlon Loomis, Inventor of 
Radio, by Thomas Appleby (copyright 1967, 188 
pages). Available for $35 plus $5 S&H in the 
U.S. or $ 10 S&H foreign. Svanholm Research 
Laboratories, 1604 Elson Street, Adelpi, MD, 
20783. http://n3rf.home.netcom.com Contact 
Johan Svanholm at N3RF@earthlink.net. 

Antique Radio Repair: 30 years experience in 
repair of antique radios and tube equipment. 
Reasonable rates. Jay Forbes, 21128 Stonecrop 
Pl, Ashburn, VA., 20147. (703) 729-9432, email: 
JFRADI0@aol.com. 

Wanted: Crank type phonographs and parts. 
Sev Dvorsky, 380 Morrison Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 
15216 (412) 344-6633 stdvorsky@gmail.com  

CONDENSERS 
Made in tubular form in all capaci-
ties and from 6 volts to 600 volts. 

Wrife today for completo catalog. 

No. r1,950.832 

CURTIS CONDENSER CORPORATION 

3088 WEST 106TH ST CLEVELAND. OHIO 

Wanted: Back issues of the Radio Age newslet-
ter. Condition not important. The articles and 
stories are just terrific. Please let me know if you 
have any prior to 2009 you might wish to off-
load. Thanks. John Sulton 757-897-9600 

Wanted: Atwater Kent Model 47. Must have 
power pack (located at the rear and inside the 
steel radio cabinet). Also need AK Model F2 
speaker. Ted Paskowski, tedgp99@verizon.net 
or call 410-956-0602. 

Free to a good home: Items must be picked up 
in Fairfax City, VA. Photos available via email. 
RCA cabinet. Front and top are hinged. Speaker 
grille wood lattice has a piece missing (no 
speaker). All veneer intact, may have housed 
Radiola 17 or 18. Will include a Charles 
Freshman Equiphase battery set chassis (no 
tubes), all parts seem to be present, but has never 
been tested. 1937 Zenith 5-J-255 console. 
Power selectable between 6 VDC or 110 VAC. 
Chassis and spaker are in decent shape, but radio 
has not been powered up. Console has moisture 
damage around bottom. David Frohman, 
dfrohaman@verizon.net. 

Visit the 
Message Board 
at each MAARC 
meet for trade/ 
want/need/sell/ 
buy messages. 
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229 AUTO**SCH 3-DIGIT 220 
Bruce Shetrone 
1600 South Eads Street Apartment 836S 
Arlington VA 22202-2991 

MAARG yot.tr aGt Levbor! 
Sun., Feb. 17, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. See 

p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 
1:30pm. Display Table: Radios from 1953-1957. Speaker: Steve 
Hansman on "The British Vintage Wireless Museum." 

Sun., Mar. 17, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. See 
p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 
1:30pm. Display Table: Radios from 1958-1959. Speaker: Brian 
Belanger on "A Visit to the Bay Area Radio Museum." 

Sun., Apr. 21, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Sully Station Community Center in Northern 
Virginia. Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm. Display Table: 
Radios from any year in the entire decade of the 1960's. Speaker: 
Henry Lee, Ill, on the History of Auto Radios. 

Sun., May 19, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. See 
p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 
1:30pm. Display Table: Pre 1920'a Radios. Speaker: Ed Lyon on 
"Antennas — Launching and Collecting Radio Signals" 

If you have a topic you would like to hear or present at one of the MAARC meetings, please 
notify a Board Member. 

Visit www.MAARC.org for information about the club. The new site will launch March 1, 2013! 

Visit www.NCRTV.org for information about the National Capital Radio and Television Museum 
Visit www.ARRL.org for information on upcoming amateur radio hamfests. 




