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IT'S ARMY VS. NAVY ON INAUGURATION DAY 
MARCH 4, 1929 

BY DANIEL SOHN 

In the modern his-toric record, the 
inauguration of 
President Herbert 
Hoover on March 4, 
1929 (Figure 1) is 
allotted the signifi-
cance of being the 
first to be recorded 
by the new medium 
of "talking" movie 
newsreels. Howev-
er, a search of the 
period historic rec-
ord tells a very dif-
ferent story. 

Despite the new 
technology of 
"talking" movies, 
the immediacy that 
could only be provided by live radio coverage 
was still very much in demand and several new 
standards for on-air excellence had been set. In 
addition, this was the first inauguration to be 
broadcast, simultaneously, by two competing 

Figure 1: President Herbert Hoover's inauguration speech. 

radio networks, giv-
ing the listening au-
dience a choice in 
what it wanted to 
hear. It was also the 
first to be covered 
from multiple loca-
tions on the ground 
and from airplanes 
overhead.' 

As the Secretary 
of Commerce under 
both Harding and 
Coolidge, Hoover 
could be considered 
the father of AM 
broadcast radio. Ba-
sically, under his 
tutelage, it had gone 
from just a handful 

of experimental stations sharing a single frequen-
cy, to what we have today. Similarly, he was also 
a guiding light in the development of the modern 
air transport industry. Therefore, it is fitting that 

(1929 continued on page 4) 
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(1929 continued from page 1) 
the two were to play a major part in his inaugura-
tion. 

Based on the broadcast radio success of the 
Coolidge inauguration, similar live coverage for 
his successor was a sure thing.2 However, the 
public's first hint that something special was go-
ing to happen was in early January, 1929. A flur-
ry of newspaper articles, datelined Washington 
DC, announced that each 
of the fifty companies op-
erating commercial aircraft 
was invited to send a plane 
to participate in the cere-
monies. "The plan was to 
have the machines in the 
air all at one time, to circle 
the capitol, double back 
and forth over the line of 
parade and to circle the 
White House after Herbert 
Hoover enters it as presi-
dent."3 

During the interwar 
period, there was a fierce 
rivalry between the air fac-
tions of the Army and the 
Navy. At stake were mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars 
and the immediate future 
of military aviation. For 
several years, the Army flyers had been making 
steady progress on the public relations front by 
winning competitions for both speed and endur-
ance at international air events.4 With the up-

coming inauguration, the army seized the oppor-
tunity to stage a grand demonstration of its air 
superiority. 

In February, it was announced that a special 
contingent of military aircraft would also take 
part in the celebration. As a result, the plans for 
the civilian planes were being elbowed out of the 
way: 

"Brig. Gen. Benjamin D. Foulois 
of the army air corps, marshal of 
the heavier-than-air forces of the 
ceremony, announced today that 
the sixty [military] planes would 
rendezvous over the capitol build-
ing at 2000 feet and at the close of 

Figure 2: Admiral William Moffett. Note 
the dirigible in the background. 
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the [inauguration] ceremonies 
would form into a column and fly a 
general course above Pennsylvania 
avenue in advance of the land forc-
es and civilian paraders."5 

General Foulois (Figure 3) was Assistant 
Chief of the Army Air Corps and his seagoing 
equivalent was Admiral William Moffett (Figure 
2), who was in charge of the Navy Bureau of 

Aeronautics. Traditional-
ly, for an inaugural pa-
rade, the Army and the 
Navy cooperated amica-

bly, with each providing 
battalions of troops, com-
plete with marching 
bands. However, as the 
Army was then winning 
the aviation rivalry, their 
planes would dominate 
the skies and Moffett 
would be relegated to the 
role as marshal of a much 
smaller military force. 
Nevertheless, with a little 
help from Mother Nature 
and U.S. Army bureaucra-
cy, Admiral Moffett pulled 
off a massive publicity 
coup, heard over broad-
cast radio, which would 

send the Army reeling. 

The stage on which the events would unfold 
turned out to be worldwide, thanks to the logis-
tics involved with airing the inauguration. In the 
U.S. alone, there were 117 stations linked togeth-
er by the two radio networks. The actual pro-
gram material travelled over 31,500 miles of 
landline telephone circuits equipped with 300 
repeaters. There were also an additional 27,600 
miles of telegraph circuits that was used for intra-
network communications. 

One reason the mileage was so high was that 
each of the microphones used at the inauguration 
was connected through telephone lines directly to 
each network's flagship station in New York, 
from where the programs were controlled. There 
was also an extensive live concert that was part 

of the broadcast. It originated in Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia, at Stanford University, the home and the 
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alma mater of both the new President and the 
First Lady. Once again, the onsite microphone 
coverage needed to go all the way back to New 
York. The final on-air programming was then 
disseminated from the two flagship stations, 
through even more telephone lines, to each net-
work's affiliated stations. 

In all, there would be 90,600 miles of com-
munications wires in use that day; entrusted to 
the finely honed skills of 
500 telephone and tele-
graph technicians and 
engineers. Considering 
the enormity of this pro-
ject, there were only two 
reported interruptions 
during the live, five hour 
broadcast. Early on, just 
before 11:30 AM, a fuse 
blew out cutting one of 
the network feeds for 
some forty seconds. Em-
boldened by this minor 
event, Murphy's Law 
decided to strike. At 
12:15 PM, as Vice Presi-
dent Curtis began to give 
his address, a vacuum 
tube filament failed in a 
critical telephone repeat-
er, which cut the cover-
age of both networks for about two minutes. 

For places not accessible by telephone wires, 
shortwave links were provided. In addition to its 
normal transmissions, San Francisco station 
KGO would simulcast an additional signal to be 
picked up by Honolulu station KGU, from where 
it was immediately rebroadcast. For internation-
al work, there were also three high power 
shortwave stations. Westinghouse station W8KK 
was operated by KDKA in Pittsburg, Pennsylva-
nia and General Electric stations W2KD and 
W2XAF were operated by WGY in Schenectady, 
New York. 

Worldwide, the total number of broadcast 
stations carrying the inauguration live was 131. 
The Associated Press estimated 63,000,000 lis-
teners were able to here the program in North 
and South America, Great Britain, Europe, Asia, 
Northern Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. 

Radio Age 

Figure 3: Brigadier General Benjamin 

D. Foulais 

Doing its part to ensure success, the Federal 
Radio Commission flexed its regulatory muscles 
on March first. It requested that all commercial, 
amateur, and experimental stations not carrying 
the inauguration to cease operation if they inter-
fered with the broadcast. Giving early credence 
to a new and embryonic technology, this decree 
specifically included the handful of experimental 
stations "... broadcasting television..."6 

The two nationwide radio 
networks that covered the inau-
guration were the veteran Na-
tional Broadcasting Company 
(NBC) and the neophyte Co-
lumbia Broadcasting System 
(CBS). NBC put together a 
coast-to-coast network of 67 
stations for the inauguration, 
with CBS not far behind with 
50 stations of their own. Their 
New York flagship stations 
were WEAF for NBC and 
WABC for CBS. 

Doing the announcing du-
ties for CBS was Norman Bro-
kenshire, Alois Havrilla, Ralph 
Wentworth, Martin Codel, and 
Frederic W. Wilie. CBS tied 
them all together with a Master 
of Ceremonies, Henry A. Bel-
lows. In contrast, the seasoned 

crew for NBC read like a Who's Who of broad-
casting. They were Graham McNamee, Phillip 
Carlin, John B. Daniel, Paul Du Mont, and David 
Lawrence. 

One of the five announcers from each net-
work would have a plum assignment. Located at 
the White House, they documented the activities 
of the President-elect and, later on that day, the 
new President and First Lady. Another announc-
er would be stationed in the Senate Chamber, 
where the new vice president would take his own 
oath of office — another first for live radio. 

Most of the announcers would be outside. 
One key location was the special inauguration 
stand built in front of the east wing of the Capitol 
building. The other microphone locations were 
on the route of the inauguration parade. They 
were at the Peace Monument and on the steps of 
the Treasury Building. 
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To provide the listeners a unique perspective 
on the inauguration, a sixth announcer for each 

network would describe the day's activities from 
the sky. As the first successful and rather brief 
air-to-ground live broadcast had been accom-
plished by NBC just the month before,' this was 
a bold move by both networks. 

For the upstart CBS, this aerial coverage 
amounted to a seat-of-the-pants experiment con-
ducted by Sam Pickard, the vice-president of the 
network. Just in case it didn't work, it was only a 
minor part of their broadcast and it is barely men-
tioned in the historic record. According to Bel-
lows, after the fact, "We feared the roar of the 
motors, but this really formed a realistic back-
ground. The reception was fine and the voices 
from the plane clear and distinct."8 

On the other hand, NBC's veteran announcer 
William S. Lynch would spend the day aloft, fly-
ing over the nation's capital in a Ford tri-motor. 
It was the army's flying radio laboratory, fitted 

Figure 4: NBC provided this aircraft at the Wright Field in Ohio. 

out with the very latest in communications gear.9 
NBC was provided the exclusive use of this air-
craft, which was brought in for the broadcast 
from its base at Wright Field in Ohio (see Figure 
4). 10 

To make its efforts seem superior to those of 
CBS, the publicity conscious Army officials went 
so far as to boast that the inauguration coverage 
from their aircraft set a new standard of voice 
quality in broadcasting from a plane. More im-
portantly, for NBC, the use of the aircraft would 
allow Lynch to act as both a flying Master of 
Ceremonies and, in using a modern term, a 
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source of "color commentary." 
NBC started its coverage with a unique roll-

call of the air, from the air, giving the listeners an 
introduction to a new type of programming. As 
broadcast radio is mostly a medium of the mind, 
by suddenly switching from microphone to mi-
crophone at prearranged times, the listeners felt 
like they were being transported from place to 
place; or in this case from plane to place and 
back again. For the time, it was quite exciting. 
However, for this to sound spontaneous, every-
thing had to be preplanned to the nth degree by 

the network engineers, program directors, and on 
-air personnel. Everyone had to work from the 
same prepared script. 

The Army's vaunted aerial display was 
scheduled to fly the route of the parade during 
the natural lull following the end of the presi-
dent's speech and the parade's official start. 
With so much at stake, the staff of General Fou-
lois, no doubt, supplied the network honchos 

with enough carefully crafted Army propaganda 
to fill up the allotted time. Admiral Moffett's 
staff seems to have done the same. 

In hyping the inauguration, the newspapers 
applied the popular term "flying circus" to the 
proposed air parade and it was to be the best yet 
assembled." It would be led by the "fast obser-
vation plane" I2 of General Foulois, trailing a 
long red streamer from its tail, with the famous 
aerialist Major Carl Spatz as his pilot. Next 
would be several waves of fighter and observa-
tion planes. The pride of the air parade would 
follow them. It was to be a massive formation of 
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thirty twin engine bombers, which were the back-
bone of the peacetime army air corps. 

Bringing up the rear was a lighter-than-air 
flotilla under the command of Admiral Moffett. 
Its centerpiece was to be the Navy's only zeppe-
lin, the USS Los Angeles, escorted by a bevy of 
smaller blimps and semi-rigid airships. In many 
ways, this flotilla was the antithesis of the pre-
ceding exhibition of military might. 

The USS Los Angeles (Figure 5) was origi-
nally a German built zeppelin which had been 
surrendered as a part of WWI war reparations. 
Although it was assigned to the U.S. Navy, its 
operations were monitored by the Military Inter-
Allied Commission of Control, which stipulated 
that it could be used only for peaceful purposes. 

Figure 5. USS Los Angeles over Washington D.C. 

The weather for inauguration day was foggy 
with low hanging clouds and periods of precipita-
tion throughout the Middle Atlantic States, forc-
ing the new president to give his speech in the 
rain. Then, at the preplanned time, instead of the 
expected thunderous roar of nearly a hundred 
American-made aircraft engines, the broadcast 
microphones were picking up only the synchro-
nized purr of five German Maybach motors pow-
ering the USS Los Angeles. I3 In the background 
was the whirr of the other airship engines. 

As the result of a snafu, it appeared to all pre-
sent and the millions listening in, that army com-

bat aviators could not fly in the rain. I4 Further-
more, for NBC, the on-air nightmare scenario 
of peeling off page after page of now useless 
script was surely not appreciated by the New 
York program directors and the announcers in 
Washington. 

The behind the scenes story is, on inaugu-
ration day, half of the bombers were flying in 
from Mitchel Field on Long Island. The 
weather eventually forced them to land at Lo-
gan Field in Baltimore. The other bombers 
were coming from Langley Field in Virginia. 
They only made it to the airbase at Quantico 
when the weather closed in around the capitol. 

Sitting on the ground at Bolling Field, 
along the Anacostia River, waiting for word 

that the bombers had arrived, 
was General Foulois with the 
fighter and observation planes. 
Unfortunately, with nearly 
every telephone and telegraph 
line in or out of Washington 
commandeered for the inaugu-
ration, there was no way to get 
a timely message to the Gen-
eral that the bombers were not 
coming. 

In the meantime, unfazed 
by the weather, the USS Los 
Angeles had arrived at its des-
ignated rendezvous point of 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland, 
from its home base in New 
Jersey. Here it would join up 
with four small, experimental 
airships. In spite of the wors-

ening conditions, Moffett ordered the flotilla to 
push on to the capitol. Reading between the 
lines in the newspaper coverage, when it be-
came apparent that the Army contingent was 
not going to show up, Moffett seized the initia-
tive and took their place as the leading for-
mation in the expected air parade. 

Despite the severe restrictions imposed up-
on its military use, the public viewed the USS 
Los Angeles as a wonder of the age and Admi-
ral Moffett had the stage all to himself. I5 As 
the world listened to the announcer's descrip-
tions, the giant airship sailed slowly and ma-

(1929 continued on page 14) 
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AN UPDATE ON THE RESTORATION OF FELT-HEAD TACKS 

BY ERIC STENBERG 

In the February 2012 edition of Radio Age I described the restoration of felt 
-head tacks that are often used as feet on 
old wood radios (Figure 1). I wrote 
about cutting the 1/2-inch diameter dots 
of felt that are needed out of a piece of 
felt using a punch or scissors. I lately 
tried an alternative that saves that step. 
You may be familiar with the self-
adhesive pads that are sold at hardware 
stores, home centers, and department 
stores that are for sticking on the 
bottoms of display objects to protect the 
furniture they are on (Figure 2). Screw 
on bumper feet are often found in the 
same section. These stick-on pads come 
in card bubble packs and can be had in 
plastic, rubber, cork, and felt in various 
shapes. You may even use these for your radios. 

The 1/2 inch diameter round stick-on felt pad 
is the most common product that I use for 
restoring the tack heads. They are available in 
both brown and green felt. If you recall the 
article, I used two dots of felt per tack head to get 
the thickness needed. I decided to see what 
would happen if I took two of these 1/2-inch 
diameter pads, stuck them together with their 
adhesive sides pressed together, then glued this 
double pad into the tack head as described in the 
article. It worked like a charm and looks no 
different than the results shown in the article. 
Since the new pad was already double thick I 
only needed one gluing step versus the two 
described. So doing this is faster and easier. 
There are also "heavy duty" adhesive felt pads 
available (sometimes called sliders) that are 
thicker than the normal pads but I haven't seen 
them in the 1/2-inch diameter. 

Figure 2 ( right). Commercially available 
adhesive felt pads. 

Figure 1. Tack foot with compacted felt head. 

PRO-TEC m a w  

Surface 
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CHAIN DRIVE DIAL BELT REPLACEMENT 

BY ERIC STENBERG ©2013 

Ever had a solution to a restoration problem 
  work out much better than expected? It is 
a freakishly rare occurrence, at least for me, and 
I'm normally happy if the solution is merely 
adequate, but sometimes you get lucky and I'm 
going to describe a discovery that solved a sticky 
problem. But first the back story on the restora-
tion. 

Back at the RadioActivity 2010 Flea Market I 
came across a Grunow 596 (Figure 1). It was 
sitting on the ground at a vendor booth in the 
back row and was in rough looking shape. It 
even had a piece of newspaper that was some-
how embedded in what was left of the finish on 
the top. I don't mean just stuck to it, it was 
actually embedded in the old lacquer (Figure 1). 

I am not even sure how that happened. But 
looking past that, this was the kind of restoration 
project I keep an eye out for. Beyond the very 
rough finish, the set was essentially intact, 
including the escutcheon, dial cover, and cabinet 
trim. Even the speaker cloth looked like it was 
only dirty. Plus the set still had two of its knobs. 
Looking it in the back I confirmed the speaker 
was intact and the chassis showed no obvious 
visible damage or problems other than much dust 
and dirt. 

The Grunow 596 was manufactured by the 
General Household Utilities Company of 
Chicago, Illinois, ca.1937. Once fixed up, the 
Grunow would be a handsome set, though 
nothing exotic or special. The usual thing 

Figure 1 A "before" picture of the Grunow 596. Notice the newspaper imbedded on top. 
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hampering my making an offer was my complete 
lack of need for another project in the queue. 
Then the vendor had the audacity to tell me I 
could have it for 5 dollars. I couldn't pass that 
up. 

Figure 2. The old lacquer striped from the cabinet. 

The cabinet restoration was pretty standard. 
In fact, after disassembly, it was nice to find few 
structural issues only needing glue and clamp 
treatments and no veneer issues. Stripping the 
old lacquer was straight forward as well. The 
place where the newspaper had been embedded 
did present a small problem. While lacquer 
thinner did remove the paper, the newsprint ink 
had apparently stained a mark clear into the 
wood. I attempted to sand it out and did succeed 
in reducing it some but was afraid I might go 
through the veneer if I sanded too deep. In the 
end it became a "character" mark (Figure 2) and I 
finished over it. This model has two brass trim 
pieces on the grill bars that were badly tarnished 
but cleaned up brightly with Brasso®, as did the 
escutcheon. The grill cloth did not turn out to be 
salvageable so I tried a tinting experiment using 
alcohol based wood stain to darken some light 
colored upholstery type cloth with a pattern 
weave that I had found at a fabric store. The 
result is somewhat plain compared to the original 
grill cloth but the replacement cloth works with 
the set. 

During electrical restoration, mostly recap-
ping and resistor checks, I did run into a couple 
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interesting problems. The first thing I always do 
now, after learning the hard way on a set a few 
years back, is check all the coils for continuity so 
I don't waste time and caps. I was disappointed 
when the oscillator coil did not pass muster. It is 

on the top front of the chassis. Close 
inspection with a magnifying glass 
revealed a break in the magnet wire 
near a connection at the bottom. I 
was able to splice this and, luckily, the 
coil showed it had continuity again. 
After the recap I connected the 
antenna leads to a long wire and 
brought the radio up on the variac. It 
played but was very weak. I noticed 
it got stronger when I touched the grid 
cap of the 6A7 first detector-oscillator 
tube. After testing tubes and poking 
around some to no avail I decided to 
double check the antenna connection 
leads. Since they were knotted 
together inside the chassis box, and 
similar in color, I couldn't tell for sure 
which wire was the antenna lead and 

which was ground. Upon getting them untied I 
discovered one was broken inside its cloth 

Figure 3. My FY11 Old Equipment Contest entry. 
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insulation due to the knotting. You can probably 
guess which one it was. Upon replacement, the 
radio played well. Kudos to those radio engi-
neers at General Household Utilities for an 
otherwise robust design. Despite apparent years 
of poor storage the radio came to life without an 
exceptionable amount of new parts or heroic 
effort. 

This was the set I entered as the "$5 Radio" 
in the Post- 1926 Wood Radio Category of the 
Old Equipment Contest at RadioActivity 2011 
(Figure 3). But it wasn't completely restored yet. 
The last remaining problem was the most vexing 
and it was mechanical. The condition I had 
found the radio in the year   
before suggested it had been 
stored for a long time 
somewhere reasonably dry 
but probably hot and other-
wise exposed, such as an attic 
or shed. This left the tuning 
capacitor quite stiff. The dial 
belt was also missing. 
Several iterations of degreas-
er cleanings using aerosol 
electrical cleaner found at 
home improvement centers, 
followed by WD-40, and then 
household oil did improve the 
situation some but the tuning 
action remained a bit too 
tight. 

The simple tuning mechanism on this set just 
has a tuning drive belt going around a pulley on 
the tuning capacitor shaft and around the shaft of 
the tuning knob. The dial pointer is mounted on 
the end of the capacitor shaft. I tried a couple of 
replacements for the dial belt, the most promising 
was a generic replacement kit sold by Radio 
Daze (www.radiodaze.com) that consists of a 
square cross section belt material that you cut to 
length with a diagonal cut and then glue the ends 
together with super glue. It worked as designed 
and I was amazed at how much strain the super 
glue joint could take. It almost did the job and I 
believe it normally would. However, there was 
too little friction available on the tuning knob 
shaft and nothing I tried could quite overcome 
the stiff action of the tuning capacitor without 
slipping. I joked with myself that I needed a 

chain drive. I knew small scale chain drive 
mechanisms are made but didn't know where 
something custom could be obtained or at what 
cost. So the project was set aside for a time. 

Lo and behold, a couple months later, I 
came across a reference to miniature, plastic 
chain drive components that had various size 
drive sprockets available. The reference was in 
the Micro Mark catalog (www.micromark.com). 
For those who haven't heard of this company, 
Micro Mark caters to the model building hobby, 
particularly model railroading. But they sell 
many items useful to radio restoration including 
small hardware, decal printing supplies, and 

Figure 4. An assortment of Delrin sprockets. 

plastic molding chemicals. The chain drive 
items they were selling were for model railroad 
automation applications. It was made of a 
material called Delrin and you could buy a 12-
inch length of chain and any of several diame-
ters of drive sprockets. Unfortunately, the 
sprockets they sold were all for 1/8-inch 
diameter shafts and I needed 1/4-inch. But now 
I had a starting point. 

An Internet search on "Delrin" and 
"sprocket" eventually led to a site called 
www.servocity.com. They sell the same type of 
sprockets and chain as Micro Mark but in a 
larger variety including sprockets for the 
needed 1/4-inch shaft size. The sprockets are 
press fit on the drive shafts and the chain links 
can be popped apart and snapped back at any 
point so a master link is not needed. Sprockets 
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run from about $2 to $5 depending on size and 
the 12-inch length of chain is around $7. I 
ordered a few different sprocket sizes (Figure 4) 
in order to attempt to somewhat duplicate the 
ratio of the tuning knob shaft to the pulley on the 
capacitor shaft. [Notes: I used the 0.1227" chain 
and sprockets. Other web sites such as 
www.grandtline.com also sell them.] 

Figure 5. Front view of the modification. Figure 5. Side rear view of the modification. 

Turns out Delrin was practically designed for 
this type of application. It is actually the Dupont 
trade name for their formulation of a thermo-
plastic based on polyoxymethylene that they 
developed in the 1950s for making small, 
intricate, molded parts. Qualities of this 
thermoplastic include high strength, hardness, 
and rigidity. It also has high heat and abrasion 
resistance. It has a slick surface (a.k.a. low 
coefficient of friction) so it is self-lubricating for 
applications such as this restoration project. It 
reminds me of nylon components which I have 
also seen used for small molded parts. These 
Delrin chain drive components are very popular 
for small robotics. The plastic is intrinsically 
white though the components I found have been 
colored black. (Thanks 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delrin for 
information on Delrin.) 

to http:// 
the technical 

The next couple figures (5 and 6) show how I 
was able to use the Delrin plastic chain drive to 
replace the dial belt on the Grunow 596. The 
sprockets were forced onto the shafts easily 
enough by hand with a stiff push. They can be 
mechanically fastened or glued in place if needed 
but the press fitting was tight enough to do the 
job. I left the original belt pulley on the capacitor 

shaft for any future purist. The chain links are 
small for fat fingers to manipulate and 1 suggest 
thin needle nose pliers or a mini screwdriver to 
pop the links apart and the pliers to squeeze them 
back, though that does not take much effort. My 
first fitting worked but there was more tension 
than needed on the chain so I added a link which 
left a slight amount of slack. Like on a bicycle, 
and unlike a normal drive belt, you do not need 
(or want) the chain to be stretched tight. A little 
play is better. 

The Grunow 596 now tunes like new with a 
smooth action. I like the fact that these Delrin 
parts are black like original drive belt would have 
been. The fix turned out to be easy and relatively 
inexpensive. As I indicated at the start, this 
turned out even better than I expected. I will be 
tempted to consider this solution in the future for 
drive belt replacement even if the tuning capaci-
tor is behaving. a 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Major Radio Daze Announcements — Graphics, Grille Cloth and Much More! 
WE HEARD YOU - GRILL CLOTH IS COMING BACK! 

For many years, working with a great partner 
in John Okolowicz at grillecloth.com, Radio 

Daze supplied a wide range of quality reproduc-
tion grille cloth to the restoration community. 
When John decided to end his grille cloth pro-
duction, a major void was opened in the vintage 
restoration area. Since that time, Radio Daze has 
been inundated with requests for grille cloth and 
we have been investigating how best to answer 
this critical need. After a great deal of research 
and investigation, in direct partnership with a 
textile mill, we are pleased and excited to an-
nounce that we will again be 
providing high quality grille 
cloth in patterns tailored after 
original manufacturer de-
signs. This effort is starting 
with three patterns that we 
have had the most requests 
for over the past year. In ad-
dition to these, we have at 
least nine more patterns in 
development and will be add-
ing these patterns incremen-
tally as we move forward this 
year. 

Although we have a full 
set of now approved proto-
type samples from our new 
supplier for these first pat-
terns, it will likely take a few 
months to get our inventory 
manufactured and fully in 
place. In the interim, we will 
be accepting pre-orders for 
grille cloth. These orders will 
help us prioritize both the 
sequence in which we get 
specific patterns as well as 
ship to our customers on a 
first ordered, first served ba-
sis as we ramp up supply lev-
els. We also welcome your 
input on additional patterns 
that you may be interested in. 

Please go to our website 
http://www.radiodaze.com/ 

category/964.aspx to see the initial pattern offer-
ings we will be providing. We are very excited 
about this new offering! 

While we are working through this refocused 
Radio Daze, we sincerely appreciate your pa-
tience, and of course, your ongoing business. We 
believe, by concentrating on some very unique 
products and services, Radio Daze will maximize 
its value as a unique supplier to the vintage resto-
ration community. In the near-term, we will also 
be placing some items on closeout special as long 
as existing supplies last. www.radiodaze.com 

o 
Radiofest 2013 

August 1-2-3  
Thursday - Friday -.Saturday 

Willowbrook Holiday Inn 
7800 South Kingery Hwy (Rte 83 & 1-55) 
Willowbrook IL 60527 (1-630-325-6400) 

c\  
AWA 

RADIO'S GOLDEN AGE - 1938 

THURSDAY  

• Setup Day (NO SALES) 
• Main Auction 5130pm in 

the Ballroom using big 
screen video. Followed 
By Free Pizza Party!! 
(ARCI Members) 

• Pre-Registration Packets 
Available After 5pm 

FRIDAY  

• 7am Radiofest Opens 
• Registration open 

• Flea Market open All Day 
• Noon - Ladies Luncheon 
• Educational Programs 
• Ham Radio Ops All Day 

• Hospitality Tent All Day 
• Hotel Food Service 

SPECIAL EXHIBIT 
GOLDEN AGE OF RADIO: 

1938 

• Edgar Bergen and 
Charlie McCarthy 

• 1938 Radios 
• 1938 Radio Show 

Memorabilia 

EQUIPMENT CONTEST 

1 Radios Pre- 1930 

2 Radios Pre-WVVII ( 1945i 
3 Radios Post-WWII (194e) 
4 CataliniRare Plastic Radios 
5 Advertising 

5 Speakers 
7 Vacuum Tube Audio 
8 Rados Made In Midwest 
9 HaritiMilttary Radio 
10 Open Category 

FRIDAY NIGHT BANQUET 
Dinner. Annual Recognition & 

Contest Awards 

SPECIAL PRESENTA TiON 
Jim Wades, President, 
Morse Telegraph Club 

Filming The Telegraph Scenes 
in Lincoln and Lone Ranger 

Special Presentation Exhibit. 
Lincoln's Telegraphers 

SATURDAY  

• Free Sellers' Raffle 9:15am 

• Donation Auction 9:30am 

• Flea Market Until Noon 

FRIDAY PROGRAMS  

Vacuum Tube Audio Panel - Kart Johnson.. Pete Nauseda 

Loudspeakers - John Stone 

Hain Radio Forum: The Last BIG Field Day - Bit! Ross (W9VVR) 

Briggs & Stratton in Radio and a Personal Quest - Dale Boyce 

Marconi, in Business and Politics - Cam Trowbndge 

The Radio Clinic Under The Big Top - Ed Hoeffief 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

ARCI Registration Form: http:/hinine.antique-radios.org. Pre-Registration Deadline: July 1, 

Hotel Reservations: Front Desk 1-630-325-5400 Ask for ARCI room rate of $99.00 per night 

Seller Fees: 1st space $45 pre-regi$50 onsite. Additional spaces. $25 pre-regl$35 onsite 

Saturday Only $30. Banquet tickets: $30/person, $55/couple. 8' TABLE RENTALS $ 15 each ( pre-
registration only). No charge for general admission Membership required to attend programs. 

Questions? Call 530-739-1060. See www.antique-radios.ceg. 
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(1929 continued from page 7) 

jestically down Pennsylvania Avenue, one thou-
sand feet above the heads of dozens of elected 

officials and thousands of spectators, " its silvery 

sides almost merging with the murk and fog." 16 

Meanwhile, the agile smaller airships flew awe-
inspiring screening maneuvers, imitating Navy 
destroyers during fleet operations. 

Having successfully fulfilled its mission in a 
timely manner, a necessity for both military oper-

ations and live broadcast coverage, Moffett's 
small, but impressive flotilla was just starting to 
break formation when a call finally got through 
to General Foulois. As the two-seater observa-
tion planes were to carry, as passengers, photog-

raphers, and reporters, as well as newsreel camer-

amen, it took some time to get aloft from the 

muddy field. After forming up, the planes flew 
on to the capitol building. However, by the time 
they arrived, they were too late. 

As reported by one of the flying newspaper-

men, "Far below, at times blotted out by the 
wisps of white vapor flashing by, the massed 

crowds were already quitting the Capitol plaza, 
the inauguration ceremonies being over." I7 
Marching down Pennsylvania Avenue, as the 

planes flew overhead, were hundreds of soggy 
servicemen, doing their best to put on a show of 
their own for their new Commander in Chief and 
the broadcast microphones. 

Having completely lost his shot to be featured 

on what turned out to be worldwide broadcast 
radio, General Foulois and his truncated air for-
mation, after a brief, salutatory dip of the wings 

over the White House, headed back to Bolling 

Field. Admiral Moffett and lighter-than-air avia-
tion had clearly won the day. a 
End Notes 
1 This broadcast was a big deal and the New York 
Times provided extensive and detailed coverage, ma-
tor parts of which were woven into this article. 
The first inauguration to be broadcast on network 

radio was the second inauguration of President Cal-
vin Coolidge in 1925. 
3 New York Times, January 3, 1929 
4 In 1925, they won the Schneider Cup for airplane 
races and in 1928 they won the Gordon Bennett tro-
phy in balloon racing. 
5 Milwaukee Sentinel, February 14. 1929 
6 NYT, March 2, 1929 

7 On February 25d, during a program entitled "Over 
and Under New York in an Hour" special events pro-
duction manager and veteran announcer Leslie Joy 
manned an airborne microphone 3,000 feet above 
New York. 
8 Warren Sloat, 1929, America Before the Crash, 
Cooper Square Press, New York, NY, 1979, p. 202 
9 NYT, March 2, 1929 
10 Irving Settel, A Pictorial History of Radio, Grosset & 
Dunlap, New York, 1960, p. 65 
A flying circus was defined as, "An organized group 

of pilots and aircraft engaged in public exhibition fly-
ing." 

12 The term "fast observation plane" was a political 
euphemism for what was, essentially, a world class 
racing airplane; allowing the Army to enter and win 
international air races. 
13 Maybach produced the only high horsepower air-
craft engines capable of operating for extended peri-
ods of time. They were specially designed for the 
rigors of airship work. 
14 At the time, the Ford tri-motor used for the broad-
cast was one of the few army airplanes with an en-
closed cockpit protecting the flight crew from the 
weather. 
15 Bigger than a battleship, the USS Los Angeles 
weighed less than ninety tons. Militarily, it could 
transport several army bombers with full bomb loads, 
nonstop at the speed of a passenger train, a distance 
of several thousand miles. 
16 NYT, March 5, 1929 
17 NYT, March 5, 1929 

If you could only attend 
one out-of—state radio 

swap meet, it should be the 

281h annual: 

EXTRAVA6ANZA '13 
June 27, 28 and 29 (New Date) 

The Michigan Antique Radio Club in 
conjunction with The Tube Collectors 
Association is proud to announce this 

year's theme... 

The Golden Age of High Fidelity 

At the Best Western Plus Hotel in Lansing, MI 
(formerly the Holiday Inn South) 

1-517-694-8123 

For show information and a brochure, contact 
Mark Goodwin 1-734-316-2803 

Email: mrkgoodwin@comcast.net 
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Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 

For Sale: New! Accurate reproduction of Zenith 
wood knobs reproduced in resin. Rubber 
grommets, washers, and repro knobs for major 
brands and others. Rubber feet and chassis/motor 
supports for RCA 45 players. CDs, DVDs of 
early radio courses and books. Some TV knobs 
for Pilot and Motorola. Masks for Motorola 
VT71, VT73. Go to www.RenovatedRadios.com. 
See the full selection of radio parts I make. Don't 
do Internet? Call Ed Schutz at (586) 876-9802. 

For Sale - Book: Mahlon Loomis, Inventor of 
Radio, by Thomas Appleby (copyright 1967,188 
pages). Available for $35 plus $5 S&H in the 
U.S. or $ 10 S&H foreign. Svanholm Research 
Laboratories, 1604 Elson Street, Adelpi, MD, 
20783. http://n3rf.home.netcom.com Contact 
Johan Svanholm at N3RFeearthlink.net. 

Antique Radio Repair: 30 years experience in 
repair of antique radios and tube equipment. 
Reasonable rates. Jay Forbes, 21128 Stonecrop 
Pl, Ashburn, VA., 20147. (703) 729-9432, email: 
JFRADI0@aol.com. 

Wanted: Crank type phonographs and parts. 
Sev Dvorsky, 380 Morrison Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 
15216 (412) 344-6633 stdvorskyegmail.com 

Wanted: Atwater Kent Model 47. Must have 
power pack (located at the rear and inside the 
steel radio cabinet). Also need AK Model F2 
speaker. Ted Paskowski, tedgp99@verizon.net 
or call 410-956-0602. 

For Sale: Working 1929 Majestic highboy con-
sole. Label in cabinet reads "Electric Receiver 
Model 72" (has Model 72-B TRF chassis and 

Model 7BP6 power supply), $ 125 or best offer. 
Pickup in Fairfax City. Pictures available via 
email. David Frohman, frohman @ verizon .net. 

For Sale by Non-member: Victor Talking Ma-
chine Style VV-IX plus four records - $250. This 
old talking machine still produces good sound, 
and the main spring winds up and spins the turn-
table as designed. The IX style was a popular 
"upscale" tabletop Victrola, and used a 12-inch 
turntable and two-spring motor. Its serial #3322 
indicates it was manufactured in 1911 (according 
to one website). The oak cabinet has been refin-
ished. Included are thick, double-sided, records, 
e.g., Christmas and Hawaiian songs, etc. Phil 
Winter, 1101 Fairway Drive; Waynesboro, Va. 
22980; 540-942-5455, email lohsewinecfw.com. 

For Sale: Antique Radio Restoration and Repair 
business. (www.oldradiodoc.com) A unique 
opportunity in a niche market. America's 
premier shop for a quarter century. An ongoing 

year- round, very busy business, with an excel-
lent world-wide reputation. Online service April 
1994 (the early days). In business 35+ years. 
Going strong with enough work to support three, 
plus, technicians all year long. The volume of 
work can be ramped up or down to suit your 
desire. I am nearing retirement and wish to pass 
the business on to a younger generation. Train-
ing is available. The business includes two 
Internet domains, an absolutely massive, highly 
organized, parts department including inventory 
from the acquisition of 27 closed radio shops and 
nearly 50 years of collecting. Almost nothing 
else to buy for years - its all here. Riders, 
Gernsback, Sams Photofacts, Beitman-Supreme 
schematics and factory documentation from all 
the major players. My lead technician will 
seriously consider relocation if asked. He is the 
best there is. My large antique radio collection 
can also be a part of the package. Price is 
negotiable. Bob Elinger, KR1U. 20 Gary 
School Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259. 
860-928-2628. bobeoldradiodoc.com 
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Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 

c/o Steve McAllister 

3903 Norwalk Place 

Bowie, MD 20716-1047 
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Bruce Shetrone 
1600 South Bads Street Apartment 836S 
Arlington VA 22202-2991 

MAAR_C yotx.r aciLetA,Mar! 
Thu.-Sat., June 20-22 RADIOACTIVITY 2013, The premier Mid-Atlantic radio will meet at the 

Sheraton-Washington North. See page 2 for map and directions. 
Features a huge tube and ephemera auction, old equipment contest, 
seminars, banquet, and main auction. This year's theme are the two 
Scotts, E.H. and H.H., their radio and audio masterpieces. 

Sun., July 21, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. 
Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm. Display Table: Antenna 
kits and accessories such as Insulators, lightning arrestors, active 
loops, rabbit ears, rotators, etc. Topic: open forum and social media 

Sun., Aug. 18, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. 
Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm. Display Table: Horn 
Speakers. Topic: Sophie's Choice - What is the one radio you would 
rescue from a fire and why? 

Sun., Sept. 15, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. 
Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm. Display Table: Cone 
Speakers. Speaker: Mike Baird on "Boom Boxes" 

Sun., Oct. 20, 2013 RadioFallFest - a combined Antique Radio, Vintage AUDIO and HAM 
gear swap meet at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. 
Tailgating at 7:00am, auction at 12:30pm or earlier if raining. 

Visit www.MAARC.org for information about the club. 
Visit www.NCRTV.org for information about the National Capital Radio and Television Museum 
Visit www.ARRL.org for information on upcoming amateur radio hamfests. 




