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HUNTING THE BASCO CRYSTAL RADIO SET  
BRIGGS & STRATTON CORPORATION (BASCO) IN RADIO 1922-1937: PART 1 

BY DALE BOYCE 
 
[Author Dale Boyce is a frequent contributor to the Wisconsin Antique Radio Club, Inc. (WARCI) News. He has 
been collecting old battery radios, crystal radios and related parts and items for many years. He is a founding 
member and past president of WARCI and a member of several other antique radio organizations. This article 
describes the author's long but successful quest to find a BASCO crystal radio. The second article will focus on 
the radio components manufactured by BASCO and BASCO’s involvement with other radio companies. MAARC 
thanks Dale Boyce and Greg Hunolt, editor of WARCI News, for allowing us to reprint this series in Radio Age.] 
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My BASCO Quest Starts  
 
 This and the article to follow 
are the recollection of my 25-
year journey through radio 
collecting to my discovery of the 
crystal radio and some of the 
battery radio products made by 
the Briggs & Stratton Corpora-
tion (BASCO). Most of the 
people with firsthand knowledge 
of the early 1920s radio boom 
are no longer with us. I have 
assembled this information to 
document what I have found for 
use by other radio collectors and 
historians. 
 

It All Started with Headphones 
 
In 1988, I found a copy of the 
1984 Floyd Paul, The Horn 
Speaker Notebook, Revision D, 
in an antique store. This bound 
“notebook” of approximately 
100 pages included a three page 
list from March 1925 Radio 
Retailing magazine. The list 
included loud speakers, headsets 
and phonograph units. Briggs & 
Stratton was listed as a manufac-
turer of two types of headsets. At 
that time, I had several head-
phones, but none made by 
BASCO. I thought that maybe 
they were one of the companies 

(BASCO continued on page 3) Figure 1. BASCO Catalogue Cover 
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that made a few specialty radio products. 
BASCO did not appear in a search of the Mil-
waukee City Directory for radio manufacturers in 
the 1920s or in the 1672-page 1924 EMF 
Electrical Year Book. 
 Later, I saw a set of BASCO headphones at a 
radio swap meet in LaCrosse, WI. It turned out 
that the seller had misplaced them. He was happy 
that I had found them, but they were NOT FOR 
SALE! A few years after that, I found another 
pair of BASCO earphones at an antique shop in 

(BASCO continued from page 1) southern Wisconsin, also NOT FOR SALE. I 
bought a radio from a guy at a local estate sale. 
After this transaction, the guy told me he had a 
set of Briggs and Stratton earphones. He asked if 
I was interested. Although they were damaged, I 
purchased them. They are rated 2000 ohms. That 
was a good day. Figure 2 shows an un-damaged 
set of earphones and Figure 3 a headphone box. 
 
BASCO Advertising in QST 
 
 In 1988, while browsing through a February 
1923 issue of QST Radio Magazine in search of 
some information for a vintage radio project, I 
ran across a full page BASCO Radio advertise-
ment! I was amazed! I grew up on a farm in 
western Minnesota and was familiar with the 
Briggs and Stratton gas engines on lawn mowers 
and garden tillers. Except for the headphones, I 
had no idea that they made radio equipment. For 
15 years I had been collecting old radios from the 
1920s and had not come across these items. I had 
the most comprehensive radio collector reference 
books and none of these BASCO radio items 
were shown in the books. 
 The QST ad included images of the 2000-
ohm and 3000-ohm headphones, vernier rheo-
stats, plain rheostats, radio frequency transform-
ers, tube sockets, variable air condensers/
capacitors (11, 17, 23 and 43 plates), dials and a 
complete BASCO crystal radio set!  The ad states 
that “besides articles shown and listed here, we 
also make switches, contact points, stop posts, 
binding posts and bezels.” 
 The advertisement also stated that “After 
twelve successful years of building electrical 
units the Briggs & Stratton Company had 

Figure 2. Set of BASCO Headphones 

Figure 3. BASCO Headphone Box 
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acquired an invaluable knowledge of electrical 
design which now expresses itself in the con-
struction and workmanship of every unit in the 
BASCO line of radio equipment.” The 12 years 
refers to their design and manufacture of electri-
cal items such as automotive electrical devices 
and ignition switches. This is similar to other 
national companies such as Atwater Kent, and 
Wisconsin companies such as W. K. Electric 
(Kenosha), Webster (Racine) and Wells Manufac-
turing (Fond du Lac) who made automotive 
electrical devices and ignition items prior to their 
manufacture of radio items. These companies 
usually utilized their “automotive products” 
distribution and service network to also distribute 
and service radios. 
 In my quest for BASCO Radio items, I have 
distributed dozens of copies of the full page QST 
advertisement.  Searches of other issues of QST 
and other radio publications from the 1920s by 
me and a radio collector, historian, and friend, 
Greg Hunolt, have turned up three advertise-
ments for the BASCO crystal radio: 
 
1. 1922 August Radio News, page 342, BASCO 
crystal radio image plus earphone text, 1/4 page.  
2. 1922 September Radio News, page 540, 
BASCO crystal radio image plus earphone text, 
1/4 page.  
3. 1923 February QST, page 105, BASCO crystal 
radio and radio products, eight images plus text, 
one page. (See Figure 4.) 
 
BASCO Corporate Assistance 
 
 With these bits of information, I contacted 
Briggs & Stratton. I thought that there would be 
lots of information readily available. I indicated 
my interest in the BASCO crystal radio and was 
put in contact with a technical writer who was 
familiar with the radio. On January 24, 1989 I 
spoke with Andy Cochrane.  He had access to the 
archived information on the crystal radio. On 
January 25, 1989, I met with Andy at BASCO's 
Pilgrim Road facility in Menomonee Falls, WI. I 
showed him a copy of the QST ad. Andy showed 
me the original velum manufacturing drawing 
and other paperwork that was used to make the 
Type 70300 crystal radio and components. I was 
told that they did it all in-house, including 

making the screws, nuts and bolts. There was a 
separate document for Type 70429 that showed 
the design of the tubular glass element which 
enclosed the crystal and cat’s whisker. I was told 
that each product had a distinctive five-digit type 

number or part number. It appears that the type 
numbers for BASCO radio items are all in the 
70,000 series. Andy contacted people at the 
corporate office and arranged for me to pick up a 
copy of the BASCO 75th Anniversary publica-
tion (Form No. G8751 10/85). It includes a brief 
description of some of the radio products and a 
photo of the only known BASCO crystal radio. It 
also includes photos of BASCO earphones, a 
rheostat and a radio power unit (battery elimina-
tor). At that time I was told that Briggs & 
Stratton was looking for BASCO radio items, but 
knew of only one crystal radio set in Iowa and 
possibly one set in Arizona. They had two sets of 
earphones and knew of a couple of other sets. 
 Andy also indicated that there had been some 

Figure 4. QST BASCO advertisement 
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discussion about making reproduction crystal 
radios for some occasion. To the best of my 
knowledge, that has not happened.  Andy 
indicated that the BASCO crystal radio in Iowa 
was missing the original tubular glass element 
and that the owner fabricated a replacement to be 
used in the photo for the 75th Anniversary 
publication. 
 In 2007 I spoke with Todd Rupell, Curator at 
Briggs & Stratton, and went on my first visit to 
the Gear Shop Museum and retail store (at the 
BASCO Corporate Headquarters at 12301 Wirth 
Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53222).  Later in 2008, I 
arranged to meet with Dennis Larsen, CRM, 
Records Management Administrator at Briggs & 
Stratton.  He indicated that the old original 
manufacturing drawings had been digitized but 
since the document index was not available he 
was unable to find documents related to the Type 
70300 and 70429 crystal radios or other radio 
parts. 
 Dennis did show me a soft cover leather-
bound flip-chart book that he said was used by 
salesmen in the late 1920s to help “sell” battery 
eliminators.  He also showed me the crystal radio 
photograph and radio laboratory photographs that 
were used in making The Legend of Briggs & 
Stratton book by Jeffery L. Rodengen, which was 
published in 1995.  I showed Dennis the original 
Radio Power Unit Assembly Instructions that I 
have. I also showed him my BASCO earphones, 
the QST ad and pictures of my Radio Power 
Units. 
 I met several times with Linda Koch, Admin-
istrative and Retail Associate in charge of the 

Gear Shop. I have purchased a few caps, shirts 
and other Briggs & Stratton merchandise. They 
have a nice website from which retail items can 
be ordered.  Rather than my attempting to repeat 
corporate history, you can find out more about 
the Briggs & Stratton Corporation history, their 
array of products and current activities by going 
to www.basco.com. 
 
Crystal Clear 
 
 Although the radio collecting books by 
Harold Greenwood, A Pictorial Album of 
Wireless and Radio, 1961, and Morgan McMah-
on, Vintage Radio 1887-1929, 1973, contain 
images of many crystal radios and radio parts, 
BASCO radios and parts are absent.  When the 
Maurice Sievers’ books, Crystal Clear Volume 1 
and 2, were published in 1991 and 1995, I rushed 
to get a copy of each. I spent many long hours 
searching these encyclopedias for the BASCO 
crystal radio. The index includes some infor-
mation about the 70300 and 70429 BASCO 
crystals, but no images. Unfortunately his source 
for the “C” - Catalog and “O” - Other Infor-
mation is not further identified. The closest thing 
is the image on page 166 in Volume 2 of the 1923 
Airline Jr. crystal radio. Except for the name-
plate, this crystal radio looks the same as the 
BASCO crystal radio in the 1922 QST advertise-
ments. (See Figure 5, taken from the 1923 
Montgomery Ward Catalog).  It is my under-
standing that Briggs and Stratton sold their radios 
and radio products directly through advertise-
ments in radio trade magazines as well as 

Figure 5. Montgomery Ward advertisement 
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through Montgomery Ward Co (Airline) and Tri-
City Electric Company (TRESCO). 
 In April 2013, with assistance from radio 
collector and publisher, George Fathauer, Jr. at 
Sonoran Publishing LLC, I made contact with 
author, Maurice Sievers. Maurice is in his 90s 
and was able to quickly respond to my inquiries. 
He does not have a BASCO crystal radio, but he 
has information. He agreed to send me a photo-
copy of a photocopy of a BASCO Radio Equip-
ment Catalogue No. 122 from 1922.  
 
Want Ads, Museums and Advanced Collectors 
 
 I looked for an example of a BASCO crystal 
radio at radio museums including Antique 
Wireless Association (AWA), Pavek Museum/
Museum of Broadcasting, Muchow Museum and 
the British Vintage Wireless Museum near 
London. I asked museum owners and advanced 
crystal radio collectors about it. Bruce Kelley at 
AWA was not familiar with it.  Other radio 
collectors I’ve asked had not seen one. Grady and 
B.A. Richards did not know of them. Carl 
Knipfel indicated that he thought he had one but 
was never able to show me a photo of it. 
 I placed wanted ads for BASCO radio items 
in several radio publications including Antique 
Radio Classified. I also placed wanted ads in 
several radio club publications including: 
WARCI, Northland, Oklahoma (OKVRC) and 
the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club (MAARC). 
 
A Real Example of a BASCO Crystal Radio 
 
 I met a radio collector who lives near 
Sheboygan, WI. He told me that he knew a guy 
in Iowa who owned a BASCO crystal radio. He 
also told me that he learned about fixing old 
radios from this Iowa fellow.  In early 2008 I 
located a phone number for the fellow in Iowa 
who owned the crystal radio. I spoke with a 
family member who indicated to me that this 
individual had died a few days prior to my call. 
When I asked about the BASCO crystal radio, 
the fellow I spoke with assured me that the 
BASCO crystal radio had been a prized item in 
his father’s collection and it would be kept in 
their family. This Iowa radio is the radio pictured 

in the 1985 Briggs & Stratton Corp 75th Anni-
versary publication. 
 The Antique Radio Classified publication 
Volume 17, Number 11 from November 2000 
shows a photo of a BASCO crystal radio on page 
15. It was exhibited at the AWA Conference in 
2000. It is missing some parts.  In August of 
2001, at ARCI Radiofest in Elgin, Illinois, I met 
a collector and radio museum owner from 
Indiana. He told me that he knew the person from 
the east coast who displayed the BASCO crystal 
radio at the AWA contest in 2000. He offered to 
introduce me to him since this individual was 
going to be at the Hemmens Cultural Center in 
Elgin for the estate auction of the Ralph W. 
Muchow Historical Radio Museum collection. 
 The introduction happened. The owner 
indicated that the radio was a birthday present to 
him from his family. The radio was not for sale. 
He was not aware of the other BASCO radio 
items. I showed him the 1923 Airline Radio 
catalog that was in the Muchow Auction. I 
pointed out the image of the Airline Jr. crystal set 
on page 13. He agreed that the Airline Jr. looked 
similar to his BASCO crystal radio. 
 
Mystery at the Knipfel Collection Auction 
 
 In 2003, notices in Antique Radio Classified 
announcing the Carl Knipfel Radio Collection 
Auctions caught my attention. Carl was known to 
have an extensive collection of crystal radios. 
Carl indicated to me that in addition to several 
Briggs & Stratton engines, he thought he had a 
BASCO crystal radio. I spoke with Carl and with 
the auctioneer and asked which auction would 
have the BASCO crystal radio. They said it 
would be the second of two auctions. My wife 
and I made plans to go to Ohio to attend the 
auction. During the Friday evening auction 
preview, I did not see the BASCO crystal radio 
but did see a set of BASCO earphones. Neither 
Carl, who was present with his wife, Carolyn, nor 
the auctioneer could explain where the crystal 
radio was to be found. Imagine my surprise on 
Saturday morning before the auction started, 
when the crystal radio was still absent and the 
earphones had gone missing! They were not 
offered for sale that day. I was disappointed. 
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BASCO-Borchert-Manegold Connection 
 
 Frank Manegold was a corporate officer at 
Briggs & Stratton Corporation in 1910. Borchert-
Manegold Engineering & Mfg. Co. was a 
Milwaukee company that made crystal radios. I 
do not know if this is the same person, but I 
speculate that this person may have been some-
how involved in the design or manufacturing of 
both the BASCO crystal radio and Borchert-
Manegold crystal radios. A look at who initialed 
the manufacturing drawing for the BASCO type 
70300 might reveal an answer.  I know of three 
Borchert-Manegold crystal radio examples. One 
that was in the Muchow Museum is now in a 
Wisconsin collection. It is shown on page 37 of 
Crystal Clear Volume 2. 
 
BASCO-Arcturus Connection 1937 
 
 According to The History of Briggs & 
Stratton Corporation, Briggs & Stratton sold 
their licensing rights for the crystal radio to 
Arcturus Radio Tube Company of New Jersey. 
Arcturus is most well known for their “Arcturus 
Blue” radio tubes. By that time (1937) they had 
apparently discontinued other BASCO radio 
products. I have not yet found Arcturus infor-
mation about this acquisition. 

(BASCO continued on page 19) 

Success At Last  
 
 One day in July of 2010, I got home late after 
being out of town on business. I received an 
email from a guy in Iowa indicating that he had 
found a sun-bleached BASCO crystal radio in the 
window of an antique store and he had placed the 
radio in an eBay auction. He found my contact 
info through the Northland Antique Radio Club. 
He answered my questions. It was a long week of 
checking the auction status and enlisting the 
assistance of an expert. The result was a success-
ful winning bid. A few days later after the 
appropriate financial exchanges were completed, 
the treasure arrived. Although the top of the 
wooden cabinet is warped, the left side is cracked 
and the back panel has shrunk, these conditions 
are appropriate for its age. It appears to be 
original (see Figure 6 & 7). Although this radio 
came to me from Iowa, it is not the radio pictured 
in the 1985 Briggs & Stratton Corp publication.  
I know of only three other BASCO crystal radios, 
one on the east coast, one in Iowa and another 
one that I was informed was sold on eBay in 
2009. 
 Based on the data in my recently acquired 
copy of the 1922 BASCO Radio Equipment 
Catalogue No. 122. I can now say that this 
complete crystal radio is BASCO Part No. 
70300.  The front cover of the catalogue appears 
as Figure 1 on page 1 of this newsletter. One 
major chapter in my BASCO radio search is 
concluded. 

Figure 6. The elusive BASCO crystal radio Figure 7. Behind the BASCO crystal radio 
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Domi:  Hi Ed,  Thank you for taking the time to 
share some of your thoughts with the MAARC 
members.  Certainly club members hold you in 
high distinction.  Let’s start with the basics. Tell 
us about your personal history, your education, 
your training and your professional career.   
 
Ed:  Well, as for my primary 
school education, I went to a 
country school house near 
Pittsburgh.  Then, in the mid-
dle of my first grade the 
county stopped using all 
country school houses in that 
area and moved us all into 
one new consolidated school, 
sort of a big experiment in 
modernization, I guess.  So I 
spent the rest of my grade 
school years in that same 
consolidated school.  I went 
to high school in Ambridge, 
PA, around, oh, twenty miles 
away.  Graduating from high 
school I went to John Carroll 
University in Cleveland, 
Ohio. That was the same 
school that Don Shula 
[former football coach for the Miami Dolphins – 
editor] attended.  As a matter of fact, he was one 
of my students in one class.  After graduation I 
stayed for one more year and got a Master’s de-
gree.  All my degrees are in Physics.  The B.S. 
was in physics with an electronics emphasis and 
the Master’s degree was with a nuclear physics 

option.  So I graduated as a nuclear physicist, 
thinking I would immediately get a job in that 
field.  I did do some design work while I was 
working on my master’s.  I was designing control 
systems for nuclear reactors, including one called 
CERN, a Geneva, Switzerland, research reactor.  

I later built some controls 
for Argonne National Labs 
near Chicago.  
 From there, I went on to 
Bendix Radio in Towson, 
Maryland, working on air-
craft communication sys-
tems for some of the new jet 
aircraft.  It was also at the 
point where they were tran-
sitioning from vacuum tubes 
to transistors.  And so the 
communication system that 
I worked on, the ARC-44, 
used all subminiature vacu-
um tubes, but the control 
system and the test set that I 
designed for that particular 
radio used some transistors.  
We were just getting into 
transistors at that time.   
 It was right after the 

Korean War and before the Vietnam War.  The 
Air Force was going through a shrinking process, 
which they do every time a war is concluded, and 
they canceled a number of contracts, including 
the ARC-44 project at Bendix, resulting in a 
number of us new employees being laid off.  So I 
moved south from Baltimore to Riverdale, 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  ED LYON, III 
INTERVIEW BY DOMI SANCHEZ 

 
[Ed has been a MAARC member since 1984.  He is one of the most prolific writers for Radio Age.  He is 
also one of the senior editors for Radio Age.  Professionally, Ed has well over 30 years experience in 
design, development, research, analysis, and field operation of electronics systems, including aircraft 
flight simulators, communications systems, radar systems, and electronic warfare suites. His specialty is 
radar, ranging from high-frequency ionospheric over-the-horizon radar to tactical intrusion-detection 
radar and short-range vehicle-protection radar. He has hands-on expertise in ionospheric, magneto-
spheric, and atmospheric wave propagation, from VLF through millimeter wave and IR/UV as well as 
antennas, radio and radar electronics, processors and displays.  He brings much of his experience into 
his writings for Radio Age and his presentations to the club. I had the pleasure of interviewing Ed on 
August 28, 2013 for over one hour and 30 minutes. - Editor] 
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Maryland, to a job there with ERCO 
(Engineering and Research Corporation).  It was 
a company that was owned by a fellow named 
Henry Berliner, the son of the inventor of the 
microphone, Emile Berliner.  Typically Germanic 
in background, he preferred to be called Hans. 
 Berliner had only one arm.  He had lost one 
arm in an aircraft accident when he was quite 
young, so he was used to doing everything with 
just one hand, including flying the company 
airplane, an Ercoupe, made by our company, 
ERCO.  Now the Ercoupe was a very easy 
aircraft to fly; I learned to fly the company plane 
as well.  But he could fly it with one hand and at 
the same time, fight off his Alsatian dog, which 
he kept at his side at all times, including when he 
flew.  The dog always got excited at takeoff and 
would start licking his face, so that he would 
have to fight off the dog alternately with steering 
the plane with his one hand.  It was an interesting 
thing to see him go down the runway on takeoff 
or landing.  He would use every bit of the 
runway, mostly side to side.  No one would fly 
with him.  
 My job then was to design flight simulators.  
They were huge electromechanical analog 
computers made out of wrecked aircraft and 
considerable electronics. Our company would 
rebuild the cockpit and crew station parts of it, 
connect these into a classroom where the 
instructor had a complete set of controls and 
monitors so he could observe how well the 
student pilot was doing on flight problems set up 
in advance by the instructor.  He had big plotting 
boards to show him where the student pilot was 
flying the aircraft.  This way the instructor could 
give the student all kinds of problems like flying 
hundreds of miles to another airfield, engage the 
simulated aircraft’s aeronautical radio aids and 
radar, and carry out an attack or land there, 
depending on the mission.  That second airfield 
or target could be at a different altitude, so the 
student crew-members had to navigate as well as 
check with weather conditions as to barometer 
settings, so that the altimeters were right.  The 
simulation was extremely realistic.   
 These military flight-training simulators were 
expensive, costing almost a million bucks apiece 
and that was back in 1953.  Anyhow, I designed a 
number of flight simulators, the job being to 

convert equations of flight and all the aircraft 
controls and environment conditions into the 
resulting flight indicator readings and instrument 
reactions.  One that I started on was for the         
F-86D Sabre jet interceptor; the second one was 
for the F-86K, which was a version of the Saber 
jet that was built for NATO countries.  I was 
asked to assist in the calibration and to test fly a 
number of our other flight simulators, including 
the A-3D, a Douglas two-engine carrier-based 
bomber, and the F-4D, a delta-wing Navy fighter 
airplane, and a few others.   
 From that, ERCO, by then called ACF 
Industries, put me in a research department to 
design digital flight simulators.  They had hired a 
new boss for the research department named Bill 
Whelan, who turned out not to like flight simula-
tors at all.  He knew of some interest the Navy 
had in detecting missile launchings and nuclear 
bomb detonations from a great distance away, 
and so he got us involved in the design of new 
radar technologies, instead.   These radar systems 
were eventually used all over the world.  I stayed 
in that kind of business from 1955 or ‘56 until 
today!  And I’m still working on radar problems 
but across four companies in my life time.  The 
first company was ERCO, or actually ACF 
Industries, which company was acquired in 1966 
by ITT, for whom I worked for the next ten years, 
until 1976.  Then I started working for SRI 
International, the former Stanford Research 
Institute.  It had been a component of Stanford 
University at one time.  I worked there, in their 
Arlington, Virginia offices for 22 years, after 
which I went on to SAIC doing the same kind of 
work designing and testing major radar systems.  
I worked for them for about seven years.   
 Presently I work for Science and Technology 
Associates, often called STA, a small company of 
49 hand-picked employees, a place that does 
really good work.  That’s where I work now and 
I’m still working in all sorts of radar, acoustic, 
optical, and other sensing and measuring technol-
ogies.  The most recent radar project I completed 
dealt with specialized radar/optical sensors on 
HMMWVs and other vehicles used in the 
battlefield.  This radar detects incoming missiles 
and artillery warheads and defeats them by 
shooting them down when they get within 6 
inches of the vehicle, the idea being to avoid 
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“collateral damage.”  The live-fire testing is quite 
exciting, with what appear to be nasty explo-
sions, but it turns out that it’s the incoming 
missile that gets exploded.  So it’s a successful 
system, and there are about 25 of these systems 
over in Afghanistan being tested against real 
enemy fire.   
 Right now, I’m working on other radar 
problems which we can’t talk about, but once 
they are finished and there is no more danger that 
someone is going to build countermeasures 
against them, then we can talk about them.  And 
that brings you up to date, as of this afternoon at 
four o’clock.   
 
Domi:  Well thank you, Ed, for that personal 
history.  Any thoughts of retirement? 
 
Ed:  Oh yeah.  I think about that more and more 
often, recently.  Neither my health nor my wife’s 
health is in excellent condition; we are not 
terribly bad off, just not in excellent condition.  
So I think more and more about hanging up the 
old soldering iron and walking away from it.  I 
think I may be doing that in the next year.   
 
Domi:  What do you envision doing after 
retirement?  
 
Ed: Well, aside from the usual endless chores 
around a household, I probably will continue 
working with old radios, and related equipment.  
I would like to continue to write the history of 
them because I began working professionally in 
that business in 1953.  Here it is now, sixty years 
later and I’m still working in it.  I’ve seen sixty 
years of electronics, much of it by getting my 
hands dirty in the process.  I’ll probably be 
documenting these later 60 years of electronics 
during the next ten years or so, if I live that long.   
 
Domi:  That’s wonderful.  Do I hear a book 
project in the works? 
 
Ed:  I think if you were to take all the pages I’ve 
written for Radio Age and staple them together, 
you would probably have 1,200 pages, one huge 
book!  But it wouldn’t make a whole lot of sense 
because one have to arrange the 400 or so 
chapters in some fashion that would make sense.  

I don’t think that would be possible.  When you 
write an article or two every month, some of the 
influence of what you choose for the article is 
something that happened that month or some-
thing that you ran across which jogged your 
memory.  Then you write about that subject.  So 
the subject matter that I’ve written for Radio Age 
has jumped all over the place.  It’s only when I 
did a series of articles, like the series on radar 
history or that series on Catalin, those are the 
only ones that really followed any kind of a 
pattern.  I had to sit down and figure out what 
that pattern was and how long it would take to 
tell the story.  In both of those cases, it took well 
over a year, and some series have taken two or 
three years to tell the story.  So I don’t think there 
is a book in there, but there will be a lot more 
articles.   
 
Domi:  As a reader of your articles, I really look 
forward to that.  So how did you get involved 
with the hobby itself? 
 
Ed:  Ah, well, being in electronics, a person is 
kind of immersed in material for articles.  If you 
were go home at night and build little test 
instruments or little things that would make your 
life easier at work, that isn’t very different than 
repairing and studying radios, and then learning 
how people thought about designing radio 
circuits and why radio and electronic circuits 
changed over the years follows along in one’s 
mind.  The process of change in electronics 
circuits over time is not just a result of compo-
nents getting smaller, but whole techniques often 
changed.  Just changing from batteries to radios 
that plugged into the wall in the late 1920s was a 
revolutionary thing, as far as the designers were 
concerned, and some designers had a hard time 
coping with that.  A number of companies went 
out of business because they persisted in making 
battery radios or components unique to battery 
radios, when everyone else was plugging theirs 
into the wall.   
 So it becomes pretty easy to get into some-
thing like old-time radio.  I think I collected my 
first old radio in about 1962.  It was a Philco 
model 90 and it was in a console cabinet.  I 
remember being amazed at those little Bakelite 
boat-shaped things inside the Philco chassis 
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of the members interested in Catalin radios.  We 
were probably the most active club in the country 
in this area of Catalin radios.  
 So that’s how I got started.  My first radio 
was in 1962 with the initial period mainly 
looking for unusual circuits.  A simple example is 
the Mallory inductuner.  Some television sets 
used those tuners, but more interestingly, some 
clandestine radios used by the OSS during or 
right after WWII also had them.  Of course, since 
my vocation involved military radio and radar, I 
gravitated toward military radios as a separate 
part of my collection.  I also had a ham license, 
which I got in 1952, resulting in a part of my 
collection naturally involving ham gear.   

Domi:  What are your call letters? 
 
Ed:  W8NJZ. I don’t practice it anymore.  I let 
my license lapse.  Those call letters haven’t been 
claimed, so I can possibly get those call letters 
back.   
 
Domi:  You had mentioned that you became 
involved with the club back in 1984.  Who were 
some of the first club members that reached out 
to you?   
 
Ed:  My wife talked to somebody where she 
worked.  He asked her if I knew Ted Hannah or 
Joe Koester, I believe.  I didn’t know either of 
them.  He said to my wife that they were interest-

where they actually potted a number of compo-
nents in each one.  That got me thinking.  This 
Philco was designed in 1931, and now it’s 1962, 
and that’s sort of one of the things we’ve been 
doing at ACF Industries.  At the time we were 
working on a project called “Tinker Toy” which 
involved printed circuits on square ceramic disks.  
We would stack the ceramic disks up and fasten 
them together, supported by 12 bus wires which 
were dip-soldered. The whole component would 
then plug into a printed circuit board.  One of the 
next radios that I collected was a Motorola 
portable that turned out to use one of those 
packages.  ACF had sold the idea, not only to the 
military and the Bureau of Standards, that was 
our customer, and later sold a large quantity of 
them to Aerovox,  and Centralab, that marketed 
them to radio manufacturers and to the public 
through Allied Radio and Radio Shack.  
 Anyhow, it was interesting getting into 
collecting unusual circuits in radios and that’s 
how I got started out.  I would collect radios that 
had something rather unusual about them.  One 
day, outside of Pittsburgh, my wife and I were 
visiting my folks, and we stopped at an antique 
shop, where there was a Catalin radio for $30, so 
I bought it.  I bought it because it had an interest-
ing color, kind of looked like a muddy olive drab, 
and the plastic material seemed to be quite thick.  
I couldn’t believe it really was supposed to be 
that color, and the underside of the cabinet 
looked far brighter in color.  I took it home and 
polished it, using very fine abrasives.  It turned 
out to be bright green and it was an interesting 
green at that.  As I polished it up some more, that 
green turned to blue.  When I was done, it turned 
out to be the most beautiful lapis lazuli blue you 
could imagine, with streaks of white and trans-
parent in it.  I thought I better find out what this 
plastic was about.  So I dug out my chemistry 
books and started doing research on it.  In time, I 
became the club’s expert on Catalin as a result of 
that.  That’s what led to the whole series called 
Catalin Corner.  I started writing material for this 
series probably in 1978.  These were just loose 
notes about all the processes, how they got the 
different colors, about the curing process and 
why they were so fragile and easy to break.  By 
the time we had a club, which was in 1984, I was 
giving little talks about Catalin, and I got several 
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ed in old radios and gave her Joe’s phone 
number.  We called Joe, who said that they were 
having a meeting at his house in a week or so, 
and invited us over.  So I went over there for 
MAARC’s third meeting.  Thus, I’m not a charter 
member because they were already three months 
into it.   
 
Domi:  What offices did you hold at MAARC? 
 
Ed:  Vice president for between six and ten 
years.  Then I was president for ten years.  And I 
was a newsletter editor from 1990 onward.  I was 
not initially the publisher, though; I think the 
publisher was usually somebody like Steve 
Snyderman or Leigh Bassett.  There were others 
who were editor and/or publisher over the years.  
With Kathy Poush’s help, we got started publish-
ing our newsletter with Microsoft Publisher, 
rather than Microsoft Word.  It was so much 
more flexible and we could make a real decent 
looking journal out of it.  She came out to our 
home and taught me a couple of lessons on it.  
Then she went to Brian’s and taught him.   We 
were the only two at the time and I guess you 
learned Publisher, as well. 

 
Domi:  I use to be the in-house editor for the US 
District Court, US Probation Officer’s newsletter.  
That’s how I learned the trade.  One of 
MAARC’s article titled MAARC History HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY, MAARC! mentions you as the club 

historian, teacher and technical genius, good 
friend of the author of that article, Joe Koester, 
and the host of the annual picnic.”  As the club 
de facto historian, what would you like for new 
members or a visitor to the club to first know 
about the club’s history? 
 
Ed:  I think what would be important to new 
members is to show them the diversity of things 
that people collect under the banner of MAARC.  
We have people who collect little except three-
dialers, battery radios, these big old coffin 
shaped radios, like Gary Alley, for example.  
There are some who collected for a long time 
nothing but Catalin radios; there are others who 
specialize in specific radio brands, or cabinet 
styles.  For years, we had a very active Philco 
expert, Michael Prosise;  We have Emerson 
experts, like Brian Belanger, and some Emerson 
experts who specialize in those with Ingraham 
cabinets.  We have people who don’t even collect 
radios, but collect audio amplifiers, microphones, 
or horn speakers.  Jonathan Cohen, for example, 
began collecting horn speakers and we thought 
he would collect one of each kind that was ever 
made.  So I think it is important to understand 
the diversity of what people collect.  
 It’s also important to understand what the 
inventors or developers were thinking and how 
they put things together with the materials and 
the technology they had available.   How the 
whole business of radio evolved from big 
clunking things that were as big as a car and 
sometimes cost twice as much as car all the way 
down to the pocket radios we got in the ‘60s and 
‘70s that almost every kid had in his pocket.  
And of course, today everyone has a wireless 
connection, potentially to everyone else. 
 
Domi:  The article also mentions you hosting the 
annual picnic.  How long did you host the annual 
picnic at your Farm?   
 
Ed: Probably five or six consecutive years. It 
was growing in size; after six years, we finally 
had to call it quits because it was too much work.  
You do get some people volunteering to help, but 
it was never quite enough.  It was a lot of work.  
The last time we had it, I think it must have been 
about the middle of the 1990s, we had almost 
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400 people attending, not all MAARC members, 
but including families of members as well.  We 
were trying to get people interested in the club, 
trying for 1000 members.  We had a huge feed: 
fried chicken, hamburgers and hot dogs and all 
that kind of stuff, and all sorts of veggies from 
the garden.  We had corn-on-the-cob, potato 
salad, cake, pie and all kinds of soft drinks.  Our 
sons would come up from Richmond, and 
Sterling to help with parking the cars (often 
upwards of 150 of them) and do the grilling.  If 
people wanted adult beverages, they had to bring 
their own. The whole farm was a flea-market, 
and the conclusion was a huge auction.  
 
Domi:  So what were your most memorable 
moments at picnic? 
 
Ed: I think just seeing people having a good time 
and anxious about coming back next year.  We 
had a good contingent from New England, a very 
large group from New Jersey, New York, and the 
Carolinas, and a group from Texas.  We had one 
guy named Scotty Adams who drove a hearse.  
He filled that hearse full of radios and his friends 
who were into radios in North and South Caroli-
na.  I think he brought that hearse up to our 
picnic every year.  Seeing these people from the 
year before was always interesting.  They always 
had stories to tell about what they collected 
during the year and what radio slipped through 
their fingers, which ones that broke, which ones 
that didn’t work anymore – all kinds of stories 
like that.   
 
Domi:  The picnics at the farm seem to have 
been a fun family affair.  Do you have any 
suggestions for the organizers of RadioFallFest? 
 
Ed:  Well, the picnics on the farm morphed into 
RadioFallFest.  We started with the picnic here 
on the farm, then at a place outside of Baltimore 
called Upperco, Maryland.  There was a park 
there and we would arrange to take over that park 
one day each year.  We had someone come in to 
cook all the hotdogs and hamburgers.  I believe 
we charged a modest entrance fee to pay for all 
those hotdogs and hamburgers.  Eventually we 
changed that to “bring your own food” and 
attendance was free.  MAARC may have had a 

fall meet or two at the Seventh-Day Adventist 
gymnasium near Laurel, but soon we moved to 
Davidsonville and we’ve had it there ever since.   
 
Domi:  So let me go back a bit. According to the 
latest Radio Age article index recently compiled 
by Brian Belanger, depending on how you count 
the articles, I counted over 228 articles written by 
you for Radio Age!   
 
Ed:  I think it’s closer to 400.  If you count things 
like the Radio Historic Notes, there were at least 
30 of those.  For the Catalin Corner series, there 
were probably 25 of those.  There were at least 
six or eight radar articles.  They go in groups like 
that.  Joe Sousa, in Boston, counted them about 
three years ago and he was up over 330 or 340.  I 
know I have probably done at least 50 articles 
since then. 
 
Domi:  What inspires you the most when writing 
an article for MAARC?  Are you looking to share 
your technical knowledge or your historical 
knowledge of radio? 
 
Ed: Yes.  Not only technical, but how the cabinet 
turned out the way it did and its design features, 
although, I don’t emphasize that part as much.  
The technical part and the historic background of 
the radio are the two parts I concentrate on 
mostly.  I’ve been discovering these prominent 
electronics engineers in the past who had a side 
life or background in architecture.  They often 
brought their ideas to their company and had 
them built into the radio cabinet or componentry.  
This was done without much fanfare or ties to 
any famous names like Van Doren, Frank Lloyd 
Wright, or the like.  They put their industrial 
design ideas into the radio cabinetry, into the 
shape of the horn speaker, and even into the 
shape of the vacuum tubes.  RCA’s Van Dyck, for 
example, did that very thing.  He influenced how 
the ST-shaped vacuum tubes, the ones with the 
shoulders, got their appearance and dimensions; 
all a part of industrial design.  
 
Domi:  So it sounds like you’ve discovered neat 
things as you researched these articles.  What was 
your most memorable discovery or “Aha!” 
moment when researching an article? 
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Ed:  Usually the most exciting part of my 
research is when you are looking up a circuit and 
finding out if it ever got into a radio as a trend or 
was just a singularity in the guy’s design process.  
Every once and a while, you will find out that 
they did use that circuit, but they only built one.  
It becomes a unique radio model.  It gets you 
chasing after that particular radio.  There is one 
I’m looking for right now.  I’m not going to tell 
you what that is, but it turns out to be a very 
important radio for a number of reasons.  I just 
found that the company that made that radio, 
made radios up until WWII.  After the start of the 
war their whole existence was to build spy radios 
for the OSS.  When the war was over, OSS 
became the CIA, who canceled the spy radio 
contract, driving that company into the stiffly-
competed consumer radio business.  I want to 
find one of those radios and see how much 
leftover spy material is in that radio.   
 
Domi:  That would be exciting to find out the 
results of your research.  For what other publica-
tions have you published articles? 
 
Ed: Well, there are a number of publications that 
have borrowed articles from Radio Age.  There 
are publications that have asked me to rewrite my 
articles to fit their particular audience.    Radio 
Age uses a certain amount of jargon that we all 
know, but people in their business don’t know.  
One of those publications was for an audience 
who focuses on ship navigation.  They get into 
electronics like Loran, radar, and GPS.  They 
want to know the background and asked me to 
rewrite my articles to fit their publication.  Then 
there was this fellow who was into the radio 
collecting business and had a magazine.  He 
asked me if he could use the Catalin Corner 
series.  I said sure, but told him he will have to 
use better illustrations.  We were using a Xerox 
machine and they do a terrible job on illustra-
tions.  So I sent him a number of my pictures.  
He published Catalin Corner for about two years.  
A few years ago there were some Art Deco 
people who have a magazine; they picked up a 
couple of my articles on the Sparton cloisonné 
radio.  Then a French-speaking radio club in 
Quebec used a couple of my articles on stereo.  
They asked me if they could translate it into 

French.  They sent it to me so see if I agreed that 
it was saying the same thing.  I don’t speak 
French.  I had to ask my grandson, who does 
speak French, but he is not technical.  I guess it 
turned out all right. The Canadians in the 
English-speaking parts of Canada have pub-
lished my stuff.   
 
Domi:  Do you still collect Catalans?  
 
Ed:  No.  I don’t buy any.  I’m not buying 
anything in the way of radios anymore except for 
something that may have historic value like that 
one I am trying to buy that may have spy 
components in it.   
 
Domi:  As every radio collector experiences 
phases, your personal collection may have gone 
through several cycles.  When your collection 
was at its peak, give us a glimpse of your 
collection.   
 
Ed:  It was maybe in three or four sections.  One 
was a few Catalin radios.  I had a couple of 
unusual radios and a couple of standard ones that 
were easy to get.  I had a couple of one-of-a-
kind, never before seen.  I just sold one to Geoff 
Shearer, an RCA Little Nippers, but not like the 
other Nippers.  It had a different body and 
chassis.  I had written this one up in Radio Age a 
couple of times.   I have a few old fashioned 
three-dialer type radios.  I got a couple of 
Atwater-Kent breadboards, and a sprinkling of 
many major types that everyone else is collect-
ing.  I also have a couple of old, WWI-style 
military sets.  One that was made before WWI, 
an SE-1420, which is probably the best radio I 
have - certainly the most expensive.     
 
Domi:  Impressive!  With your military back-
ground, did you also collect military memorabil-
ia other than radios?   
 
Ed:  Yes, well close to radios.  I have a German 
Luftwaffe Messerschmitt pilot helmet.  It has the 
earphones with it, so it’s sort of tied in with 
radios.  It’s made out of soft leather.  It’s a very 
comfortable-looking thing except it’s made for 
an awfully small head.  I have a couple of 
bayonets from US military rifles.  I have one 
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carbine bayonet.  I also have all kinds of head-
phones from the military.  Most of my military 
stuff has something to do with radios or is 
closely aligned with radios.   
 
Domi:  Do you have a particular radio you 
would consider an heirloom or something you 
would like to pass on to your kids? 
 
Ed:  I have a Zenith chairside my son would like 
and a couple of radios one of my other sons 
would want.  My daughter doesn’t seem to be 
interested in radios at all.  She would probably 
use one as a piece of furniture, 
put it in the basement, or get 
rid of it.  I’ll probably have a 
big sale before I die and get 
rid of all this stuff.   
 
Domi:  If we can only plan 
that. 
 
Ed: Well, I don’t want you 
planning the whole thing, 
though.   
 
Domi:  (laughing)  Right, we 
want to keep you around as 
long as we can.  The last time 
we spoke, you talked about 
downsizing your collection.  
Why is that? 
 
Ed:  Yes, I have only half of the radios I had 
when we had the picnic here.  One of the reasons 
we had the picnic here was so I could walk 
people through my micro museum.  I had two 
rooms set up full of radios.  Now it’s down to 
one room.  I took some of the best radios to 
RadioActivity last year and this year.  I’ve been 
downsizing for the last three years.   
 
Domi:  Do you have any advice for a person just 
getting into the hobby in terms of collecting? 
 
Ed:  It all depends on what person’s interests are.  
They may be interested in something because 
this is what his/her grandparents were interested 
in.  They may be interested in how these design-
ers came up with these things, why they built 

them the way they did or why they sound the way 
they do.  Or it may be the radio programs, and the 
unique sound that only a big old tube-type radio 
gives the program.  You have to realize that, right 
now, today, there is almost no AM radio any-
where.  There is this orchestrated noise that is on 
AM and talk.  This isn’t what our grandparents, 
our parents, and I listen to when we were young-
er.  We listened to the comedy shows, the serials, 
the adventure stories and the variety shows, like 
Jack Benny and Amos and Andy.    We listened to 
these shows religiously like everyone in the 
country.  On a certain night, Jack Benny was on, 

on another night, Amos and 
Andy. You set your life 
schedule around these shows.  
For the collector today, the 
best bet is to build or buy a 
little “broadcaster” device that 
would allow playing record-
ings of those old shows 
through the collected radios. 
 Others may be interested 
in the history of the electron-
ics progress through the years, 
or the design and appearance 
of the furniture that was called 
radio.  Or even the progres-
sion of design complexity 
incorporated in commercial or 
military radio and electronics. 
 

 
Domi:  Your wife, Millie, was a big supporter of 
the club and continues to do so.   
 
Ed:  We have one room upstairs that has her 
radios in it.   
 
Domi:  How has her support of you and the 
hobby contributed to MAARC’s growth? 
 
Ed: By giving me the time to attend to MAARC 
when I should be doing the chores around here.  
She has in the past, gone with me to all the major 
meets and picked up radios she thought were 
interesting.  Her radios were always beautiful 
radios and exquisitely made.  But she doesn’t 
have a whole bunch of them, maybe 10 or 15 
radios.  These are our most interesting radios.   
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Domi:  Does Millie have a favorite radio?   
 
Ed:  I think the Ekco, which is a British radio 
(the name is short for E. K. Cole).  It’s perfectly 
round.  Geoff had one of them  as a display at 
RadioActivity.  The dial is a very thin slit around 
the front of the face of the radio and the speaker 
is in the center.  She has a Sparton Bluebird, too, 
which ranks near the Ekco. 

Domi:  Please tell her hello for me.  She is such a 
delightful person.  I really enjoy seeing her when 
she does attend our meets.  Let’s turn our focus to 
RadioActivity.  At each RadioActivity, you’ve 
hosted a Radio Repair Clinic.  How long have 
you taught that class?   
 
Ed:  I don’t know exactly when I started that, but 
it was quite some time ago.  I would say about 15 
years, maybe 20. 
 
Domi:  What are some of the basics you teach 
every year? 
 
Ed:  I try to say something each year about 
safety when you are repairing these small AC/DC 
radios that everyone collects.  Almost everyone 
wants them to play.  I wish that no one wanted 
them to play and just cut the cord off of them.  
Leave them as decoration.  But many collectors 
think of them as worthless if they don’t play.  
They are extremely dangerous to use.  They 
should be used with an isolation transformer all 

the time when you play them.  As an interesting 
sideline, I repair a lot of radios by email and 
telephone.  People write to me asking how to fix 
a certain radio.  They give me the model number 
and whatever it seems to be doing. I would write 
back on how I would go about fixing it.  I get 
about two or three of these [questions] a month, 
year in and year out.  Sometimes repairs are done 
by phone.  One of my best customers is Geoff 

Shearer.  He just ran across a radio 
that had a hot chassis which means 
that the power line is directly 
connected to the chassis when you 
turn it on.  He was advised by a 
very good radio repairman, Jay 
Forbes, to make sure that he puts a 
polarized plug on this power cord 
so that it will only go into a wall 
socket one way.  Make sure that 
the grounded side, the neutral side, 
is connected to the chassis when 
you turn the radio on.  Geoff 
dutifully did that.  I reminded him 
that when you turn the radio off, 
now the chassis becomes hot 
because you have disconnected the 
power line neutral from the chassis 

and the power line hot lead goes through all the 
filaments and from there the circuit goes directly 
to the chassis.  It’s just exactly the right amount 
of current to cause ventricular fibrillation in your 
heart muscle.  So I spend some time at every one 
of these clinics reminding people about safety 
and the correct way of repairing them.  Unfortu-
nately, it involves changing the circuit.  But then, 
if correctly repaired, the radio it loses its authen-
ticity.   
 This is a second item covered each year: If 
people want the radio restoration authentic, they 
shouldn’t make it play because you often can’t 
keep it authentic and make it play at the same 
time.  You can’t buy good functional versions of 
those old fashion types of capacitors, which is 
what the old radio should have in it if it’s going 
to authentic.  They’ve all died of the same 
disease, which is a chemical corrosion.  They 
were made out cheap paper which didn’t have all 
the sulfites washed out, and those sulfites turn 
into sulfuric acid and eat up the inside of the 
capacitor.  That’s what we annually talk about 

From Millie’s collec on: The Philips radio on the le  is made in 
France and the EKCo radio on the right is made in England. 
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when the subject of “recapping” the radio comes 
up.  To keep a radio authentic, you shouldn’t 
make it play.  But if you are going to make it 
play, you might as well put the switch on the 
right side of the circuit so it makes the radio safe 
whether the switch is on or off.   
 
Domi:  You’ve also been a judge at nearly every 
RadioActivity Old Equipment Contest.  
Throughout the years, what winning entry stands 
out in your mind?   
 
Ed:  I think the entries that are most interesting 
are the ones we started a few years ago in what 
we called the Lazarus category.  This is where 
the radio is found as a pile of trash and deserved 
going to the dumpster.  The person, through hard 
work and ingenuity, rebuilt the radio and made it 
look like it just came out of the factory.  Those 
are the entries most satisfying to judge.  It 
usually involves a hundred photographs of every 
step the guy took along the way.  It’s extremely 
rewarding to see that final product.  Dan Koczur 
did a magnificent job of that Atwater-Kent about 
two years ago.  He entered it into the Internation-
al contest and it won a unanimous first prize 
from all eight of the judges by a huge margin.  
Each judge had a radio from his own club 
competing against Dan.  No judge put any radio 
above Dan’s radio.  When someone puts a lot of 
sweet and tears into a radio, it really pays off in 
the end.  That was the most exciting thing I’ve 
gone through.   
 
Domi:  The People’s Choice Award is usually 
out of the judge’s hands.  Did any People’s 
Choice award surprise you? 
 
Ed:  There was one entry that enjoyed ballot 
stuffing.  It had seven more votes than the 
nearest competitor.  There were twelve votes in 
that box written by the same hand with the same 
misspellings.  We don’t do anything about that, 
we just count them.  We don’t police that 
because we don’t have a way to issue single 
ballots.   If someone wants to work hard and vote 
again and again and again, that’s fine.  At least it 
shows they had an interest in that radio and that’s 
half the fun.   
 

Domi:  What kind of advice would you give a 
new contestant just starting out? 
 
Ed:  You can pick almost any kind of a radio you 
want, whether it’s a plastic or a table set or a 
complex set, and consider restoring it.  Think 
about how the original designers of that radio 
would have restored it.  If you are willing to go 
through that, by all means put it in the Lazarus 
contest entry and go at it.  If you don’t want to go 
through that or have the skills to go through that 
process, then find a radio that is extremely 
unusual or extremely attractive.  Try to make 
look like it came out of the factory.  You’ve got a 
choice and it all depends on what the radio is and 
the level of work you are willing or able to put 
into that radio.  There is one other issue to 
consider and that is to restore the radio or rebuild 
it.  Some people get that mixed up.  This interna-
tional contest does have this mixed up.  They 
want to see a radio just like it came out of the 
factory.  Yet they want it to play.  Some of these 
old components are just not able to do that.  The 
contest authorities encouraged people to hollow 
out a component and put a new component inside 
it.  In 50 years, someone is going to buy that 
radio as a very old antique.  He will start examin-
ing it critically.  He may write a whole treatise 
about components found inside of components 
and wonder why the inventor did that.  Well the 
inventor didn’t do that.  A guy at MAARC did 
that!      
 
Domi:  What was your memorable or favorite 
RadioActivity theme and why? 
 
Ed:  I think we had a Zenith theme one time.  I 
think that was interesting because it brought in a 
bunch of Waltons.  They were gorgeous things.    
But I think the best representative theme was the 
de Forest theme.  That was two years ago.  That 
guy from South Carolina brought in all those 
radios to decorate the banquet display table.  
Then he entered more of them in the Old Equip-
ment Contest.  We had several categories of de 
Forest.  Those were the most amazingly rare sets 
I’ve ever seen in my life and they looked 
sparklingly brand new! 
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Domi:  So you think the banquet displays help 
define RadioActivity? 
 
Ed:  I think so, especially when it can be tied in 
to the expert who will talk on the subject.  Some 
of the best talks we’ve had were from Brian 
Belanger.  He gave a talk on Emerson.  To cap it 
off, he had the daughter of the last living presi-
dent of Emerson say a few words about her father 
and what radio design meant to him.  I thought 
that was a very good theme and a very good 
banquet and it had a lot of Emerson radios 
around the banquet.  I’m hoping that this next 
year’s theme of “Art and Design” in radio will 
bring out some extremely good banquet materials 
and Old Equipment Contest materials.   
 
Domi:  MAARC will be 30 years old in 2014.  
As the club’s historian, what thoughts or club 
artifacts would you like to put into a time bottle 
to be opened 30 years from now?   
 
Ed:  That’s an interesting idea.  I think that 
makes sense and we ought to look into actually 
doing that.  As a matter of fact, we should have 
done that back in ’84.  We should have taken 
pictures of our original members and put it into a 
time capsule and seal it up.  We should take one 
object, maybe a picture or a set of headsets, from 
each of the Board of Directors or our member-
ship and seal it up.  But our problem is where do 
you keep it?   The closest place may be Brian’s 
museum [the National Capitol Radio and 
Television Museum] and put it there.   
 
Domi:  Any ideas of what you would like to put 
into the time capsule? 
 
Ed:  Oh, maybe a picture of my SE-1420 radio.  
It would be tempting to put in something that 
would hold a lot of information, like a CD-ROM.  
We can put this interview on there and a bunch of 
pictures of a member’s collection, or a seminar 
by someone or perhaps a video of Buford 
Chidester reconing a speaker.  That would be 
interesting, except that in 30 years, there won’t 
be any way to play that CD-ROM back.  We may 
have made huge floppy disks 30 years ago and I 
doubt you will find a reader for that floppy disk 
today.   

Domi:  You’ve left a huge footprint in the 
formation of MAARC and its past.  What would 
you like for MAARC’s future to look like? 
 
Ed:  I wish that MAARC had a headquarters, 
some building or some address that MAARC 
could call their own where we can keep all this 
historic stuff on MAARC.  As it is now, everyone 
has a little bit of it scattered in their homes.  
Willie Sessoms has a quantity of brochures 
published when Joe Koester was president.  I 
have a lot of notes and pictures and I’m sure 
Brian Belanger has a ton of stuff.  People, like 
Jonathan Cohen, who we don’t see often enough, 
have artifacts of when MAARC was very young.  
We don’t have a place to put that material.  There 
are a number of radios MAARC has owned and 
the only thing that MAARC can do with those 
things is sell them.  We had owned some fine 
radios on loan and on display at the Huntington 
Museum in West Virginia.  After ten years, they 
gave them back to us.  We had to turn around and 
sell them.  I would also would like to see more 
members take an interest as directors of the club.  
We have to reach out to these younger members 
and see if they would be willing to help guide the 
club.  It’s interesting for us old folks to bring out 
things that the young folks haven’t seen.  But it’s 
also interesting to see what the young folks are 
learning about electronics by looking at these old 
radios.  One of the best examples of that is when 
Ron Roscoe, an instructor at MIT, taught courses 
in electronics.  He used MAARC’s Radio Age as 
a reference and guide.  Ron would buy radios at 
RadioActivity and take them up to MIT where 
his students would learn how they worked and 
what the designers were thinking when they built 
the circuit.  Those students become the best 
educated engineers the country can offer. 
 
Domi:  Well, Ed, I certainly learned a lot.  I can’t 
tell you how much I’ve enjoyed talking with you.  
I appreciate you sharing your past and your 
vision for MAARC’s future. 
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 Classified Ads 
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 

For Sale - Book: Mahlon Loomis, Inventor of 
Radio, by Thomas Appleby (copyright 1967, 188 
pages). Available for $35 plus $5 S&H in the 
U.S. or $10 S&H foreign. Svanholm Research 
Laboratories, 1604 Elson Street, Adelpi, MD, 
20783. http://n3rf.home.netcom.com Contact 
Johan Svanholm at N3RF@earthlink.net. 

For Sale: New! Accurate reproduction of Zenith 
wood knobs reproduced in resin. Rubber  
grommets, washers, and repro knobs for major 
brands and others. Rubber feet and chassis/motor 
supports for RCA 45 players. CDs, DVDs of 
early radio courses and books. Some TV knobs 
for Pilot and Motorola. Masks for Motorola 
VT71, VT73. Go to www.RenovatedRadios.com. 
See the full selection of radio parts I make. Don’t 
do Internet? Call Ed Schutz at (586) 876-9802. 

 Wanted:  The National Capital Radio & Televi-
sion Museum needs a 19AP4 B&W CRT. 
Contact Brian Belanger, 115 Grand Champion 
Drive, Rockville, MD 20850, 301-258-0708, 
email    radiobelanger@comcast.net 

Antique Radio Repair: 30 years experience in 
repair of antique radios and tube equipment. 
Reasonable rates. Jay Forbes, 21128 Stonecrop 
Pl, Ashburn, VA., 20147. (703) 729-9432, email: 
JFRADIO@aol.com. 
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Corrections and Additional Information 
 
 If you the reader have corrections to anything 
in this article or additional information I would 
like to hear from you. Please contact me by 
email at radioman@wi.rr.com . If you happen to 
find a BASCO radio item, please send me an 
email and photo. 
 
[Part 2 will be published in February, 2014. - ed.] 
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Sun., Oct. 20, 2013 RadioFallFest - MAARC’s BIG combined antique radio, vintage audio 

and HAM gear swap meet at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. FREE admission and 
tailgating.  Food, coffee and drink will be available for purchase 
provided by the Davidsonville Troop of the Boy Scouts of America.  
Gates open at 7am.  Auction starts at 12:30pm, depending on 
weather.  Auction includes an estate sale of over 100 radios! 

 
Sun., Nov. 17, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  

See p. 2 for map and directions.  Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 
1:30pm.  Display Table: Lamp Radios.  Speaker:  Brian Belanger on 
“New England Historical Radio Sites.”  

 
Sun., Dec. 15, 2013 MAARC Meeting at the Sully Station Community Center in Northern 

Virginia.  Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm.  Display Table: 
Radio Timers.  Speaker:  Ed Lyon on “Catalin Radios, Care and 
Feeding.” 

 
Sun., Jan 19, 2014 RadioWinterFest - Save the date for our inaugural combined  

MAARC-NEM winter meet to be held at the National Electronic 
Museum near BWI airport. This will be an all-day indoor event. Full 
details will be provided in the November Radio Age.  

 
If you have a topic you would like to hear or present at one of the MAARC meetings, please 
notify a Board Member.  Board Members are listed on p. 2.  
 
Visit www.MAARC.org for information about the club.  
Visit www.NCRTV.org for information about the National Capital Radio and Television Museum 
Visit www.ARRL.org for information on upcoming amateur radio hamfests. 

MAARC Your Calendar! 


