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Member Spotlight: Geoff Shearer  
INTERVIEW BY DOMI SANCHEZ 

 

[Geoff Shearer served as MAARC’s president for ten years between 2000 and 2010.  He graduated from 
the U.S. Naval Academy in 1972, and worked for the FAA from 1978 to 2008.  He is a member of the Air 
Traffic Control Association.  He was a consultant to a couple of companies after he left the FAA.  He is 
now retired, fully enjoying being with his family and repairing radios.  The interview was conducted on 
Tuesday, May 20, 2014, and lasted over an hour.  -Editor] 
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Domi:  How did you get into 
the hobby? 
 
Geoff:  It kind of snuck up on 
me.  Being a pilot, we had to 
make sure things worked and 
make sure the aircraft were safe 
to fly.  So that started my me-
chanical background.  But I 
remember that, as I was transi-
tioning from the Navy, I always 
enjoyed fixing things.  I was a 
supervisor at Washington Cen-
ter Air Traffic Controller and 
then became a branch manager 
at headquarters.  My office was 
in the middle of the building 
near the L'Enfant Metro Sta-
tion.  If I wanted to go to a 
window I had to go down the 
hallway so I got to know my 

(Geoff - Continued on page 4) 

Domi:  Hi Geoff.  Thank you 
again for sitting in for this in-
terview.  It’s important that we 
preserve some of MAARC’s 
history, especially from the 
perspective of a former presi-
dent.  Thank you for taking the 
time to do this.   
 
Geoff:  You’re welcome.   
 
Domi:  Tell us a bit about your 
background.   
 
Geoff:  After graduating from 
the U.S. Naval Academy, I was 
a pilot for the Navy.  When I 
got out of the Navy, I became 
an air traffic controller in Long 
Island, New York.  That was 
the greatest job I ever had.   

Geoff at Davidsonville, Sept. 20, 2009. 
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way around the building.  We had a new employ-
ee that had to go to a meeting.   I had to point 
him to where he needed to go across the street, 
so we headed to an office that had a window.  I 
walked by Dick Young’s cubicle, who was next 
to a window.  I noticed a radio sitting on his 
desk.  Dick was at lunch at that time, but when 
he came back, I asked him about the radio.  He 
said, “Oh, yeah, you like this radio!”  It was a 
Zenith T825.  It was one of those big Bakelite 
sets with an 8-inch speaker and all that gold in 
the front.  When he played it, that’s what hooked 
me.  I loved the sound of it.  And the tone was 
just amazing, just awesome!  Dick saw that I re-
ally liked it.  He said, “Well, I got another one 
I’m willing to sell you for what I paid for it.”  I 
asked him how much he wanted for it.  He said, 
“$30.”  So I gave him the $30 and I was off and 
running.   

Domi:  And you haven’t been the same since.   
 
Geoff:  That’s what Wendy says, too.  That radio 
was able to pick up, interior to the building, all 
the stations on the spectrum.  Whereas, the solid 
state radios weren’t able to do that.  I loved that 
radio, but it started to hum.  Dick said, “You 
need to get an electrolytic capacitor and fix it 
up.”  And so I fixed it.  That was what really got 
me hooked.  I was able to get the parts from 
Lloyd's Jukebox up in Sterling, Virginia.  He 
would just give me handfuls of capacitors for 
free.   He had boxes and boxes of tubes for the 
jukebox place.  He didn’t care much for the radio 
tubes.  So he let me dive through there and take 

(Geoff - Continued from page 1) 

Zenith T825. Photo from BillsAuc ons.com. 

whatever I needed.  He only charged me a buck 
apiece.  So back in the early years, I was picking 
up 45s for a buck each.  I was very fortunate I 
was able to break into the hobby that way.  One 
day, Lloyd came back from North Carolina, pick-
ing up parts for jukeboxes.   He said he had a ca-
thedral radio I may be interested in.  I hadn’t had 
a cathedral radio up to that point.  When I got to 
his shop, it was an Atwater 84!  So I started col-
lecting high-end radios.  The next radio that I 
bought was from Andrew Buckler, who was the 
father of one of our club members, Tom Buckler.  
At the time, Andrew was 82 years old and he was 
still repairing radios.  Then I bought a Philco 90, 
all original finish.  Those were my first two ca-
thedral radios.   
 My first Catalin radio was bought up at the 
Columbia Mall Super Sunday.  Typically, every 
Sunday, they would have the antique dealers set 
up on the first two floors of the parking garage.  
Then on Super Sunday, they would bring in the 
flea market people.  On one particular Sunday, 
Wendy and I went buzzing through there looking 
for radios and anything that would catch our eye.  
We had time to go back through and take our 
time before we headed to church.  Those were the 
days when you had folks like Dave Frush, Mark 
Stein, and Fito, all looking, too.  They all missed 
it.  It was on the upper deck where one of the flea 
marketers had a Fada Bullet for 20 bucks and I 
was able to snag that.  That was my first Catalin 
radio.  I’ve been very blessed in the hobby. 
 
Domi: You were living in Virginia, but how did 
you hear about that Super Sunday meet in Mary-
land? 
 
Geoff:  Well, word of mouth.  Things get around, 
just like the Annandale Flea Market.  People 
would ask me if I heard about the Annandale Flea 
Market.  That’s how I find out about stuff. 
 
Domi:  I’m wondering if the flea market up in 
Maryland is still going.  Have you been up there 
lately? 
 
Geoff:  I have no idea.  We’ve stopped going to 
that years ago.  I don’t know if they are still do-
ing it, but it was at the Columbia Mall.  That was 
a fun time.  
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Editor’s Note:  The flea market at the Columbia 
Mall is no longer meeting.   
 
Domi: That’s where I got my first Sparton con-
sole radio.  That was a bit of a challenge.  It had 
some problems with the finish.  I was experi-
menting with finishing.  I learned that you don’t 
put certain finishes on top of one another, such as 
lacquer on top of shellac.   That radio taught me a 
lot about different finishes and that some finishes 
aren’t compatible.  I do have some bubbling 
coming up on the radio.  I will need to do it over 
again and it’s one of those projects I’ll eventually 
get to.   
 
Geoff:  Well we live and we learn, right? 
 
Domi: Absolutely.  That’s 
what I really like about this 
hobby.  It’s all about learning 
how the electronics works to 
learning how to restore the 
cabinets.  I just did a 
MAARC presentation on 
how to replicate small radio 
parts using molding material 
and learned quite a bit about 
what NOT to do.  I tried to 
create one half of a mold 
from the outside of the radio 
and the other half from the 
inside of the radio.  But it 
was like placing two big 
blobs of putty on either side 
of a wall without a registra-
tion point.  So there was a 
big problem when I tried to put the two halves 
together to form the mold.   
 
Geoff:  I’ve been making parts using rubber, and 
pouring resin into a mold.  I need to start making 
some parts for the piano radios.  People need the 
plastic music stand.  Yes, I’ve worked with resin.   
 
Domi:  How did you become involved with 
MAARC? 
 
Geoff:  Dick Young invited me to a meeting.  I 
think that was the time we were meeting at the 

Applied Physics Lab. I think that was around 
1990, April or May timeframe.   
 
Domi:  I remembered that you had told me the 
story about how your nephew would often de-
stroy parts and that your sister-in-law would 
bring the broken toys to you to fix. 
 
Geoff:  I’m a tinkerer at heart.  Long before I got 
into radio and collecting, they would ask me to 
fix his toys and I always enjoyed doing that.   
 
Domi:  What can you tell us about the MAARC 
picnics?   
 
Geoff:  They were tremendous.   

 
Domi:  What were some of 
your favorite memories 
about the picnic?  
 
Geoff:  The food.  And being 
able to see Ed’s collection.  
He invited folks in to see his 
collection.  And the camara-
derie.  It was just a one-day 
event and it took up most of 
the day.  At the end of the 
day, you left feeling good. 
You were able to let your 
hair down enjoying the day.  
It was remote and in the days 
before cell phone interrup-
tions.  He held it under a 
tent.  I enjoyed seeing Ed’s 
fruit trees.  We’ve been back 

up there with the girls, several times, just on our 
own to visit with Millie and Ed.  I loved his cher-
ry trees. They were great.   
 
Domi:  You’ve written several articles.  Which 
one had been your more memorable articles? 
 
Geoff:  “The Radio Collector” is an article I did 
for MAARC and also for the Antique Radio 
Classified.  It was published back in 1993.  That 
was my first article about radio collectors.  Twen-
ty one years later, when I re-read it, nothing 
changed.   I feel the same way about it.  You find 

May  21,  2000  at  the  7th  Day  Adven st 
Church. 
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the same type of collectors.  You have the eager 
beaver collector who is hooked on the hobby.  
He’s going out and buys every radio he can get 
his hands on.  He does that for the first three 
years and then he spends the next five years try-
ing to get rid of all that stuff he bought. And then 
there is the shelf collector that puts the radio on 
the shelf and admires the beauty of them.  Then 
you got the more avid collector that likes to do 
the repair work, which is kind of the state I was 
in back then. 
 Then we have the sage-stage collector.  They 
know what they need to add to their collection.  
They’re looking for it and they will get it at a 
good price, which typically means they will have 
to fix it up a bit.  But it doesn’t bother them, be-
cause they know how to do that.  They’ve come 
full circle.  They know how to do cabinet restora-
tion.  If they don’t, they know someone who can 
do that.  Then they will know how to do the elec-
tronic restoration.   
 I have done several wood restorations, but I 
wasn’t always working on wood restorations.  I 
prefer the electronics part of it.  What I would do 
is that I would trade with some of the refinishing-
type people.  I would do their electronic repair 
work and they would do my refinishing.   
 
Domi:  Do you have a set of people at the club 
you depend on or do you go outside the club to 
do your refinishing? 
 
Geoff:  Originally, I was doing some work for a 
guy at the Kensington Antique Row.  I was re-
pairing radios for him many years ago before we 
moved out to Albuquerque.  Then we realized 
that it would be better if I bought radios for him 
and got them working before I sold them to him.  
We agreed to that.  One time, he gave me like a 
thousand bucks as I headed out to Elgin.  He had 
me finding Bakelite radios.  I came back with six 
or seven of them.  I had them all fixed up and 
ready to go. He couldn’t keep them on the 
shelves at Christmas time.  He was selling radios 
left and right.   
 
Domi:  Let me go back to what you said about 
collectors.  This is an observation I’ve seen for 
myself.  As you had mentioned, I started off col-
lecting indiscriminately.  And then I started refin-

ing my collection where I was focusing in on 
Zeniths, particularly, Zeniths of the model 800 
series.  I looked at one page of the Zenith book, 
by Harold Cones, John J. Bryant, and Martin 
Blankinship.  I said I was going to collect every 
single radio off of that page.  My sense is that 
every collector goes through a stage where they 
are really gung-ho, but then their collecting plat-
eaus off.  Then something kicks them again into 
another phase of their collecting, like my Zenith 
book idea.  Had you experienced a plateau in 
your collecting and if so, what gave you a kick to 
revitalize in the hobby?   
 
Geoff:  Fortunately, there a couple of areas I fo-
cused on.  Those were the novelty sets such as 
the little Emerson Ingraham cabinet sets.  When I 
say novelty sets, I mean the piano radios and the 

Hopalong Cassidy.  I enjoyed those, especially 
the Hopalong Cassidy.  Growing up, he was my 
hero.  We had the lunch pail and all the other 
stuff.  And then I got into crystal radios and was 
successful with that.  Then the breadboards kind 
of fell into my lap.  Every time I had a shift in 
my collecting some reasonably priced collectable 
would come my way.  Before I knew it, I had 
mirrored radios.  I got close to the mirror [radio] 
collectors, especially Lew Magrish.  When Wen-
dy and I went to Elgin, Rain Buttingnol and 
Bruce Mager became our friends through some 
of the swap meets we went to.  They became 
good mentors as to what to look for, what to shop 
for and what to buy.  But when you do the elec-
tronic repair, you buy things because you think it 
will be challenge and you want to face the chal-
lenge.   

Geoff’s Old Equipment Contest entry May 17, 2002. 
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 Right now, I am working on the GE jewelry 
box Catalin radios. I have three of them.  Every 
one of those chassis is configured differently.  
One is configured originally. On another, some-
one added a selenium rectifier to replace the re-
sistance line cord and they took out the 45Z3 rec-
tifier.  The one I have plays great and I put back 
on the shelf.  Ed Lyon gave me the idea 20 years 
ago that instead of using the resistance line cord 
and the 45Z3, just plug in a 117Z3 and do away 
with all of the pin modifications, which I did and 
it works great!  It’s like taking something from 
1941 and redesigning the circuits so that it works 
cooler and it works more efficiently.  Why didn’t 
they think of that in 1941? 
 
Domi:  Like they say, hindsight is 20/20, 73 years 
later. 
 
Geoff:  Well they may not have had the 117Z3 to 
design with back then.  The early designers had 
taken the resistance line cord on some of those 
early AC/DC sets and changed them into diodes 
to do the rectifying and to drop the voltage.  I like 
the electronic repair work.  It’s a lot of fun.   
 
Domi:  Geoff, it sounds like you know your way 
around a soldering iron.  At least know which end 
of the soldering iron to hold, right? 
 
Geoff:  Well, not all the time.   
 
Domi:  Did you receive formal electronics train-
ing at the academy?   
 
Geoff:  No. 
 
Domi:  So all your electronics knowledge had 
been on-the job, or on-the-hobby training, per se.   
 
Geoff: Yeah! 
 
Domi:  That does say quite a bit about the hobby 
– it bestows quite a bit of knowledge. 
 
Geoff:  It stimulates you to learn. You got a prob-
lem and you got the Marcus and Levy book.  If I 
get stuck, I’m going to read that and see what 
they say about a particular problem.  If that 
doesn’t work, my failsafe is to call Ed Lyon.   

Editor’s note: Elements of Radio Servicing, by 
William Marcus and Alex Levy, McGraw-Hill; 
3rd edition, January 1, 1967,  ISBN-10: 
0070402906, paperback: 765 pages.   
 
Geoff:  The book was published in two paper-
back volumes.  It takes you through the learning 
process, of power supplies, RF signals, the AM 
signal, inter-stage transformers.  At end of the 
book, they have questions like a study book or a 
study guide.  They do have in the troubleshooting 
section sample scenarios and possible solutions.  
On many occasions, when you turn the radio on, 
the [power] switch is at fault and not making 
contact inside.  Sometimes you can get in there 
and repair them and clean the contacts so they 
work again.  Other times you have to replace 
them, but I don’t go to RadioShack.  I have parts.   
 

Domi:  I would like to say something about our 
monthly MAARC meets.  This is a shameless 
plug for our auctions.  There is a lot to be said 
about rummaging through the parts box and buy-
ing up these really inexpensive boxes where you 
can get hundreds of switches.  And they are basi-
cally going for a song at our auction meets!  
These parts boxes are great resources for your 
projects. 
 
Geoff:  I put together a presentation about where 
I purchased parts, from thrift stores to Goodwill, 
Salvation Army to thrift shops, etc.  But typically 
where I pick up most of my parts is through my 
interaction with other radio collectors.  Of course 
a lot of things are coming from eBay.  That game 
has changed.  I remember in the early days of 

(Geoff - Continued on page 10) 

Board mee ng July 16, 2006 at Davidsonville. 
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REPLICATING SMALL PARTS 
BY DOMI SANCHEZ 

[I did a presentation at the May 18, 2014 meet about casting and molding small radio parts.  Here 
are some lessons learned in putting together this presentation.] 

 Tidbits 

A  few years ago, 
Buford Chidester, 

shared a tidbit with me that  
I wanted to try out.  Many 
of the speakers he restored 
had components made out 
of brittle pot metal.  The 
pot metal would crumble 
over time and would need 
to be replaced.  If he found 
an identical intact model, 
he could cast a mold using 
the intact model and re-
place the broken part on 
the speaker he was repair-
ing.  He described the pro-
cess and the product he used.  I wrote the product 
name down and waited for an opportunity to use 
the product.   
 That opportunity came a year later when I 
bought a Mitchell 1260 lamp radio at one of the 
MAARC auctions.  It was in working condition 
and the plastic cabinet looked good with only a 
few flea bites and one huge problem.  It was 
missing a rib in the lower back part of the cabi-
net.   

 Viewing this as a great learning opportunity, I 
pulled out the information and found the compa-
ny he used for his casting and molding projects.   

 The company Buford 
used is called Alumilite 
(www.Alumilite.com, 1-
800-447-9344).  There are 
other casting and molding 
companies targeted to the 
hobby industry, such as  
www.smooth-on.com, and 
www.micromart.com, but I 
went with Buford’s en-
dorsement of Alumilite.  
 I went to Alumilite’s 
website and found a wealth 
of online videos.  I review 
one that closely approxi-
mates what I want to do.  

That gave me enough confidence to purchase the 
products I will need to cast a new rib for my ra-
dio.  Here is what I ordered: 
 1) Two-part molding putty. 
 2) Two-part casting resin.  Hardens to white. 
 3) Release spray. 
I had the rest of the tools around the shop. 
 1) Bubble level. 
 2) Small mixing cups 
 3) Popsicle sticks 
 
 The Alumilite products arrived in the mail 
soon enough.  I carefully took apart the Mitchell 
radio.  There was a paper label on the inside that 
showed the tube configuration.  I knew it had to 
be protected from the release spray, so I made a 
cardboard cover and taped it over the label.  Then 
I sprayed both sides of the panel with the Alu-
milite release spray. 
 I pinched off and mixed equal amounts of the 
blue and white molding compounds, thoroughly 
mixing them together so there were no swirls.  
Once they were mixed, I had about 15 minutes to 
work with the compound before it began to hard-
en.  I carefully pushed the soft putty around the 
outside of the radio panel.  I also created a little 

Mitchell 1260 Lamp Radio’s cracked rib. 

MAARC presenta on. May 18, 2014 
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pedestal under the panel so it would remain up-
right when I poured in the liquid resin.  I waited 
24 hours to let the first half cure before I pro-
ceeded with the second half.  
 After the first half had cured, I sprayed the 
inside of the panel again.   I pinched off a bit 
more of the molding putty and applied it to the 
inner half.  Again, I waited 24 hours before I de-
molded the two halves.   
 I was excited 
when the two 
halves came apart 
cleanly.  But after 
closer inspection, I 
noticed a small ar-
ea where a bubble 
didn’t get squeezed 
out.   
 So here was my first lesson:  Roll the mold-
ing clay onto your piece to make sure you don’t 
trap any air bubbles. 
 Then I attempted to put the two halves to-
gether so I could pour the liquid resin into the 
mold.  I was unable to get the two halves to line 
up.  Here was my second lesson:  create registra-
tion points so the two halves can line up.  Ball 
bearings or hex nuts imbedded into one half can 

act as a registration point.  Just don’t remove the 
ball bearing or hex nut when you de-mold the 
two halves.   
 During the presentation, members suggested 
breaking off one of the good ribs and casting a 
mold from that.  The idea is that the panel is al-
ready broken and I can cast an accurate mold 
from the broken off rib.  I just have to create reg-
istration marks before I break off the rib so I can 
reattach it after I’m done with it.  I just don’t 
have the courage yet to break-off another piece. 
 I had used up two-thirds of my molding clay 
and at $30 per pound, I learned a third lesson: 
Start with a small project.   

 Knowing I had to put together a presentation 
for the club meet the next week, I grabbed a knob 
from my parts drawer and repeated the molding 
process for the knob. This time, I used a bubble 
level to make sure I had a leveled base after I de-
molded the knob and flipped over the mold. 

 The knob was made out Bakelite.  Several 
issues ago, I cautioned our readers about testing 
chemical products on Bakelite.  Lesson #4, listen 
to my own advice.  After spraying the Alumilite 
release product on the Bakelite knob, the surface 
of the knob became soft and dull.  There was an 
obvious reaction to the Bakelite.  I was lucky that  
the Mitchell panel didn’t react the same way as 
the Bakelite knob.   
 I mixed the two A-B parts of the resin.  It 
starts off clear, then becomes white after a few 
minutes.  It also gives off some heat during the 
curing process.   

 I de-molded the replicated piece.  Success!  
The new knob came out exactly like the original 
except for the color.  Alumilite does sell dyes to 

add to the resin.  One would need to experiment 
to achieve the right color.  The product can also 
be painted.   
 I had enough material to pull together a 
presentation for the MAARC meeting and 
learned some great lessons along the way, too! 
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querque.  I was the assistant manager at the en 
route air traffic control center.  Our union rep 
came to me.  His name was Mike McIntee.  He 
knew I collected radios because I had some in my 
office.  He said his mom’s radio hadn’t worked in 
years and would like to sell it.  Asked me what I 
thought it would be worth? I asked him why 
would he sell it?  He said it was his mom’s and 
they would listen to it while she would do the 
dishes.   I said that I’ll take it and fix it for him 
and return it.  It was a booger of job.  The power 
transformer was shot.  It was one of those Cros-
ley fivers.  The output transformer was shot.  I 
had to rewind two coils.  I did the refinishing and 
cleaned it up and gave it back to him.  I got it to 
him before Christmas and Mike gave it to his 
mom for Christmas.  They plugged it in and 
played Christmas music all day on that radio.  
Mike said his mom was tears, she was just happy 
with joy.  So I wrote up an article about this and 
ARC published it.  They called it “The Christmas 
Story”.   
 Another story. Dick Young came to me and 
said he had this big radio chassis that needed re-
pair and he was moving to Seattle.  It was an 
RCA.  I didn’t have time for it, so I gave it to a 
repair guy in Maryland.  He kept it for months.  
The only thing he did was put a hole in the 

eBay, a vocal club member was a strong oppo-
nent of eBay and how it would ruin the hobby.  
The point I want to make is that I can go to swap 
meets all over the east coast, and not see half of 
the stuff I see coming up on eBay for sale.  So 
your option to enrich your collection is three or 
four times better with eBay.  I told the story 
about the green piano radio.  Years ago, they 
were so hard to find.  I purchased one for about 
$300 on eBay.  Now, I just sold a piano radio for 
$360.  I waited a couple of weeks and sold anoth-
er one on eBay and got $285 for it.  I brought 
some to the club meetings, too.  I picked up a 
Stromberg-Carlson radio for less than a hundred.    
 
Domi:  Do you see the hobby as a potential vehi-
cle for investments? 
 
Geoff:  It’s interesting that you should say that.  
It goes back to what happened at Kutztown a 
couple of weeks ago.   True story - about 2003, a 
Catalin collector friend of mine read about a guy 
that had one of these Sparton Cloisonné radios in 
an Old Equipment Contest at VRPS (Vintage Ra-
dio and Phonograph Society), which is in Texas.  
The Catalin collector remembered the guy’s 
name.  So at Kutztown, this guy sets up and my 
friend recognizes his name.  He asks if this guy 
did anything with the Sparton Cloisonné.  The 
guy said, “funny you should ask, I brought it!”  
My friend buys the Cloisonné and tells me he 
already has a buyer for the Cloisonné!  I asked 
my friend, the Catalin collector, if that’s all he 
does, buy and sells radios.  He said yes, that’s all 
he does.  So he made a living off of it.  Eric Vo-
gel had made a living off of it as well.  The Mag-
ers, Charlotte and Bruce, who come to RadioAc-
tivity every year, had made a living off of it, but 
they sell other antiques as well.  Yeah, there’s 
people making money off of this hobby, there’s 
value in it. 
 
Domi:  Let me go back to the conversation about 
restoration.  Have you every restored a radio for 
a client and had any stories about that radio come 
back from that client? 
 
Geoff:  Yes, as a matter of fact, I wrote an article 
in the ARC years ago.  I was working in Albu-

(Geoff - Continued from page 7) 

Paul Farmer and Geoff at a Centerville, Va, meet. 
December 16, 2007 
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challenging radios?  With the help of Ed, I’ve 
never really been stumped. 
 
Domi:  Did you ever have a project that “died on 
the bench” where you just had to walk away 
from it? 
 
Geoff:  I’ve never given up on a radio.   
 
Domi: (laughing) Like “no man left behind”, 
right? 
 
Geoff:  I’ve never thrown one in the garbage.  So 
I handed a couple of projects to Jay.  One radio 
had a selenium rectifier and another had a 117Z3 
rectifier.  I’m pretty sure the problem is in the 
volume control.  I went through everything else 
so I asked Jay to focus on just the volume con-
trol.   
 

Domi:  Is there room in your collection for 
growth, or are you cycling radios in and out of 
your collection? 
 
Geoff:  I finally came to the point, Domi, where I 
said this is enough.  So if I want to add one, I 
have to subtract another one.  So I got five Cata-
lin radios I am looking to sell. 
 
Domi:  To our readers – Geoff is selling his Cata-
lin radios, so come to the meet to see them. 
 

Emerson AX‐235 “Li le Miracle” Catalin radio. 

speaker and gave it back to me.  (laughing)  I 
said, “thanks a lot?”  So I gave it to a friend, who 
put it on the back burner and he couldn’t figure 
out what the problem was.  It was two years in 
the making.  I got it back.  I told Wendy I just 
needed three hours to go through the radio.  I’ll 
be down in the basement and I’m not coming up 
and I don’t need any distractions.  I found the 
problem.  It was in one of the inter-stage trans-
formers.  The wafer in there had arched so the 
signal was going right to ground.  So I took it all 
apart and put a new silicon wafer in there and the 
radio played great!  I gave it back to the lady and 
she was thrilled.  I didn’t charge her anything for 
it.  You keep something for two years, you don’t 
dare charge for anything.   
 So yes, I got some stories.  But I typically 
don’t like fixing radios for other people.  It’s time 
consuming and you don’t make any money at it.  
There are some people that charge for it, and the 
prices they charge for electronic repair are like 
$400 or $500.  I just can’t ask people to pay me 
for something like that, so I don’t even take on 
those tasks.   
 
Domi:  I wonder if there are people in the club 
that are willing to take on repairs. 
 
Geoff:  Yes, Jay Forbes is very reasonable (see 
his ad on page 15).  When I’ve got more than I 
can handle, I take it over to Jay.   He took part of 
his garage and converted it into a shop.   
 
Domi:  So was the arching silicon wafer the most 
challenging project.  Were there others? 
 
Geoff:  I’ve written a couple of articles about the 
really tough ones.  The “Woe Is Me” article about 
the Crosley 148 was one.  The Philco 60s were 
always a challenge because every single one of 
them had an open antennae coil and oscillator 
coil.  So you had to take them apart, this was like 
the secondary on the outside.  The reason for that 
was that the human fingers would touch them to 
install them.  The acid from their fingers would 
eat through the enamel and destroy the wire.  As 
you unwind them, they would flake off in your 
hands.  A lot of Philcos from that same time peri-
od had the same problem.  Where there other 
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Geoff:  I have found that the post-war bullet radi-
os, the Catalin radio collectors are not interested 
in those. They want the pre-war Catalin radios, 
they want the early Fada radios.  I just sold a 
5F60 to Steve Turner.  I had some old battery sets 
that were pretty valuable.  Ed Bell bought them a 
number of years ago.  I bought this battery set I 
saw up in Pittsburg at an antique mall.  I paid 
about $80.  Wendy said that I got taken.  The 
thing was ugly.  It was an AW Bowman.  It was a 
factory set and it had a handle on the side, which 
was actually the buzzer.  You would put a battery 
in the set, push the button on the side, and it 
would give you the sweet spot on the crystal.  So 
Ed bought that for $800.   
 Another time, we were at the Kutztown Ren-
ninger's Extravaganza.  There was a booth with 
all these toys. While Wendy was looking at some 
glass in booth across the way, I saw on this table 
a Kodell crystal radio.  The guy said he had to 
have what he put into it and needed $14.  So I 
bought it and the guy included headphones with 
it.    I walked over to Wendy and she asked me 
how much I paid for it.  When I told her, she said 
I got taken.  I sold it to Ed Bell for $350.  Ed was 
a primo crystal radio collector.  Ed saw my AW 
Bowman radio at one of the RadioActivity Old 
Equipment Contest.  Ed said he saw a picture of 
his radio in Crystal Clear, a magazine about crys-
tal radios.  He said he had never seen one actual-
ly in the cabinet.  I went up to Chicago, Elgin, 
and entered it there.  Ed saw it and asked if I 
would ever sell it.  I told him that when I took it 
out of the trunk back at RadioActivity, someone 
offered me $400 for it.  Ed offered me twice that 
amount.  I left Elgin before the contest was over 
and left that crystal radio on the table.  It was his 
– it wasn’t mine anymore.   
 
Domi:  What pieces in your collection would you 
like to see passed down to Becky or Jenny as a 
family heirloom?   
 
Geoff: There were a couple of radios that we 
were involved with together.  There’s that mir-
rored radio that belonged to Maureen Orcutt, an 
American amateur golfer.  I got her autograph 
that adds to the validity of that radio.  She was 99 
when I bought it from her.  It has a lot of history 
that can be documented.   

 The other piece would be the Emerson triple 
8 for a number of reasons.  One is that it is red.  
Another reason was that at the 2006 RadioActivi-
ty Banquet, Cynthia Abrams Hochman came with 
her husband.  She is the daughter of Ben Abrams.  
She told the story about the 888 pocket radio.  It 
was named after her.  She was born at 8 o’clock 
in the morning, and she weighed 8 pounds and 8 
ounces.  That’s where the 888 came from.   When 
we went into the Old Equipment Contest after the 
banquet, she autographed the back of my 888 ra-
dio.   

 Then the other one would be the Navy radio.  
It’s very rare.  You had to special order it from 
the factory.  And the fact that I went to the Naval 
Academy and that radio came out about the same 
year I was born, 1949.  So that one has some sen-
timental value to it, too.  What’s interesting about 
that Navy radio – it was one of those amazing 
moments.  I was retired, briefly, between January 
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and the middle of February 2008.  I got a call 
from Brian Belanger.  He needed help.  A guy 
was cleaning out his basement and was donating 
his stuff to the club.  Brian asked me to bring my 
minivan, Big Red, to help him unload this stuff.  
We got most of it in my van.  While we were 
clearing out this guy’s home, I reached up into 
one of the shelves and pulled out this radio that 
looked like someone messed up.  It had these     
N-A-V-Y decals on it.  I took the stuff home and 
did some research on this particular radio.  I 
found out that you ordered it that way.  So I 
bought it at the club auction for $22.  I think 
Bruce Pellicot was bidding against me.  He came 
to me afterwards and said he let it go because he 
knew that I graduated from the Naval Academy 
and thought I should have it.   

 Those three I would like to see passed down 
to Becky or Jenny.  The girls can do what they 
want to the Walton sets, Hopalong Cassidy, and 
all that other stuff.  There is just no sentimental 
attachment to them at all.   
 
Domi:  I see from the pictures of your collection 
that you have a huge mirrored Sparton showing. 
 
Geoff:  I have all examples, except the Nocturne. 
I saw the big sign that says “Buy Sparton Radi-
os” at Kutztown.  The guy wanted $1800 for it.  I 
left but returned because I was going to offer 
$800 for it.  He had left early so I didn’t get a 
chance to make an offer.  He probably would 
have laughed at me.  But a week later, it turns up 

on eBay.  He didn’t put a reserve on it, so I got 
for $360.   
 Each one of those [radios] had gently found 
their way into my collection.  The one on top, the 
Blue Bird came out of Kutztown.  I paid $2000 
for it, it’s all original and I knew that was a good 
price.  Now they are selling for $3600.  The 
peach one was put together.  It has the original 
cabinet and original glass, but I had to find a 
chassis for that one.  The 557 Sled, the three 
knob one, came from eBay.  That was a bargain, 
less than a thousand.  The peach one came from 
Lew Magrish [magrish@radioattic.com].  The 
four knob one is the 558.  I got that one most re-
cently, thousands less than what you would pay 
on eBay.   
 
Domi:  The club is about preserving history.  
What would you like to see MAARC preserve for 
the next generation of collectors? 
 
Geoff:  MAARC needs to build on Ed Lyon’s 
legacy of repairing radios and teaching repair.  I 
would like to see that to be a legacy of MAARC.  
Pass down that knowledge so that you can keep 
these sets playing.  As far as refinishing cabinets, 
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there will always be refinishers because furniture 
will always need it.  But the electronic repair 
work is dying.  There’s nobody doing that kind of 
work, and if they are, they are charging an exor-
bitant amount of money.  I think one area we can 
tap into is Ron Roscoe’s class.  We need to get 
those young people engaged in repair work.  Re-
member when Wyatt was doing that repair work?  
It was amazing.  As a teenager, he’s now the fa-
ther of radio repair!  I was talking to some of the 
guys at Kutztown about the people who are doing 
their repair work and they aren’t good at all.   
 
Domi:  Thankfully Ed Lyon is a prolific writer.  
With the interview I did with Ed, he talked about 
the hundreds of articles he has written.   

 
Geoff:  We need more repair type articles.  Like 
“here’s a radio I worked on recently and here is 
what I did to fix it … or, here is a radio and all it 
did was hum.  To fix it, the electrolytics were re-
placed.”  Some people will not even turn on a 
radio without replacing the electrolytics.  I have a 
jewelry box radio that plays and plays well.  It 
has not had a capacitor or a resistor replaced on 

that chassis yet.  It was built in 1941 and it plays 
like a champ.  We need more articles about re-
pairing radios.   
 For the club, the focus needs to be on mem-
bership.  Being the president was the easiest job I 
had in the club.  I ran the auctions, like you did – 
it’s time consuming, you had to stay to the end, 
and you had to set things up.  The club can run 
without the president being there.  The Member-
ship Chair, when I took it from Paul Farmer, that 
was the toughest and the most important job.  It 
needs somebody that is energized to do that job.  
One of the problems I had was that it was very 
time consuming and it was taking time away 
from my family and that is the same problem that 
Steve is having.  We need to be beating the bush-

es at other swap meets, sign-
ing up new members.   Joe 
Koster is really good at do-
ing that.  Paul was great at 
doing that.  That’s how we 
were adding members.  He 
would go to Kutztown twice 
a year and would be pound-
ing on those guys to join. 
He would be handing out 
applications left and right.  
That needs to be a focus ar-
ea for the club.  I see the 
number of newsletters we 
are printing going down pre-
cipitously and that concerns 
me. 
 
Domi:  What advice would 
you give to the next 
MAARC president? 
 
Geoff:  That would be to 

focus on membership and doing it right.  That 
person should be a people person.   
 
Domi:  Believe it or not, we’ve filled a fun hour.  
Geoff, thank you so much for spending time with 
me.  You got a lot of great stories and I really ap-
preciate you sharing them with us.  
 
Geoff:  You are welcome and take care, my 
friend. 

Part of Geoff’s collec on at home.   
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 Classified Ads 
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 

Antique Radio Repair: 30 years experi-
ence in repair of antique radios and tube 
equipment. Reasonable rates. Jay Forbes, 
21128 Stonecrop Pl, Ashburn, VA 20147. 
(703) 729-9432, jfradio@aol.com.  
www.jfradiorepair.com 

Classes:  The National Capital Radio & 
Television Museum in Bowie, Maryland 
offers classes in vintage radio repair/
restoration. Classes are three hours per 
week for ten weeks and cover both ra-
dio theory and hands-on experience (e.g., 
proper soldering and troubleshooting).  You 
have a choice of Saturday mornings from 9 
to noon or a weekday evening. For infor-
mation, contact the Museum at 301-390-
1020 or info@ncrtv.org. 

RADIOFEST 

2014 
 
  

 
RADIOFEST 
July 31 to August 2, 2014 

  
Southwest of Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Near O’Hare & Midway Airports 
  
• Theme: The World Wars 

(100th Anniversary WWI, 70th Anniversary D-Day) 
• Run By 4 Major Clubs: ARCI, AWA, WARCI, VRPS 
• Huge Flea Market & Two Auctions 
• Educational Programs 
• Displays: WWI and WWII Military Radios 
• Rare Equipment Contest 
• Banquet & Entertainment 
• Also Visit Chicago’s Museum of Science & Industry, 

The Adler Planetarium, Cantigny 1st Division Museum 
  

Focus on vintage radio, wireless, television, 
amateur radio and electronics history 

  
See www.antique-radios.org 

For trade: SABA Continental 410 US 
with some issues that need attention--
needs re-finishing, contacts possibly need 
cleaning. Radio does work nicely on all 
bands! Please email for many pictures. 
Wish to trade for early 1900's radio of val-
ue and could meet at next Kutztown show. 
Mike Crain.  570-639-2794. 175 Hillside 
Ave., Harveys Lake, PA 18618-2176  
akradio@juno.com  

MAARC is saddened to announce the passing of Charles Arthur II Palmer.  Born 
Aug. 8, 1944, in Las Cruces, NM, he passed away unexpectedly at his Corrales 
home on Tuesday, April 29, 2014. He was stationed at the Washington, D.C.,  Na-
vy Yard, where he specialized in technology services. Chuck retired in 1994 after 
26 years of federal service and he and his wife, Ellen, moved to New Mexico. He 
belonged to several radio clubs, including the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, 
the Upper Rio Radio Club, and the New Mexico Radio Collectors’ Club. 
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Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 
c/o Steve McAllister 
3903 Norwalk Place 
Bowie, MD  20716-1047 

MAARC Your Calendar! 
Jun. 26-28, 2014 RadioActivity - This year’s theme will be “Art Deco and the Machine 

Age in Radio”.   Jim Linz will be our banquet speaker. He is one of the 
country's leading experts on Art Deco.   The Old Equipment Contest 
will feature several categories of radios and equipment whose 
cabinetry was inspired or commissioned by renowned industrial 
designers and artists. Note: Venue will be at the Holiday Inn, 9615 
Deereco Rd., Timonium, MD 21093.   

 
Sun., Jul. 20, 2014 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  

Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm. See p.  2 for map and 
directions. Display Table: advertising and ephemera 

 
Sun., Aug. 17, 2014 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  

Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm. See p.  2 for map and 
directions.  Display Table: Four-tube sets.   

 
Sun., Sept. 21, 2014 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.    

Tailgating at 11:30am, meeting at 1:30pm. See p.  2 for map and 
directions.  Display Table: Five-tube radios.  Bring out your All 
American Five sets! 

 
Sun., Oct. 19, 2014 RadioFallFest!  Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 

Center.  See p.  2 for map and directions.  Tailgating at 11:30am, 
meeting at 1:30pm.   

 
Visit www.MAARC.org for information about the club. The new discussion area now available. 
Visit http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MAARC/.  Contact Chris Kocsis (pg. 2) about membership. 
Visit www.NCRTV.org for information about the National Capital Radio and Television Museum. 


