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Introduction 

 

As noted under Sources, three articles about Bendix 

radios have appeared in Radio Age in the past 30 

years. Rod Matzko’s 2001 article about Bendix 

entering the home radio market explains how 

Bendix’s experience in military electronics helped 

the company launch an effort to sell home radios. 

Thanks to the Internet, much new information has 

recently become available, although as is often the 

case with material posted on the Internet, different 

sources disagree on details, and it can be difficult to 

tell which is correct. Another good source is a 

hardbound promotional book published by Bendix 

Aviation in 1944 titled The Engineering Department: 

Bendix Radio that I acquired a few years ago. 

 

The Museum of Industry (www.thebmi.org) in 

Baltimore is featuring a current special exhibit about 

Bendix Radio. I urge you to visit it. With access to 

this additional information, I deemed it timely to 

revisit the role of Bendix in radio and television. 

Let’s begin with some general history of the 

company. 

 

Inventor Vincent Bendix (1881-1945) lived in 

Chicago at the beginning of the 20th century. He 

worked for a small automobile manufacturer and 

designed a car. Several thousand “Bendix Buggies” 

were reportedly sold. When that company went 

bankrupt, he developed one of the first successful 

auto self-starters that disengaged once the engine 

started. It was manufactured by the Eclipse Machine 

Co. of Elmira, NY. 

The Bendix Corporation 

 

Vincent Bendix decided to 

form his own company. 

The Bendix Corporation 

began around 1919 in 

South Bend, IN. It went 

public and issued stock in 

1924. Its descendants 

lasted until the early 

1980s, an era when cor-

porate mergers and take-

overs resulted in the 

demise of many familiar 

American companies. In 

1982 Bendix attempted a 

hostile takeover of Martin 

Marietta, but when it 

(Continued on page 3) 

Vincent Bendix, the 
company’s founder. 
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A BOUT MAARC and RADIO AGE. Radio Age became the 

monthly newsletter of the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club in 

June 1994. Prior to that date, the MAARC Newsletter and Radio Age 
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Subscription to Radio Age begins with the next available issue after 

the membership application and dues are received. Dues are $24 per 

year in the US, $36 in Canada, and $60 elsewhere, all payable in 
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MAARC MONTHLY MEETINGS. Most months MAARC 
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3789 Queen Anne Bridge Rd., Davidsonville, MD (map below). 

From U.S. 50, take MD 424 south for 2.5 miles. Turn right on MD 
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1.1 miles. The entrance will be on your left. April and December 
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Northern Virginia. Check the calendar on p. 16 for details. 

The entire contents of this publication are copyright ©2014 Mid-Atlantic 
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permission is first obtained from a Radio Age editor (and the copyright 
holder, if not Radio Age) and full credit is given. 
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failed, Allied Corporation, (which 

later became AlliedSignal), acquir-

ed Bendix, and then Allied 

purchased Honeywell in 1999, 

retaining the Honeywell name. In 

1998 the former Bendix Radio 

Division was sold to Raytheon. 

Allied also purchased King Radio 

and in the mid-1980s, created 

BendixKing as its general aviation 

electronics business arm. Today, 

one can purchase aircraft avionics 

with the brand name BendixKing 

by Honeywell, so the Bendix name 

is not completely dead. 

 

During approximately six decades 

as an independent company, 

Bendix made a remarkable variety 

of civilian and military products, including, but not 

limited to, automotive parts such as brake systems 

and starters, avionics equipment, radio equipment, 

and mountains of military and aerospace equipment. 

Its home radio and television business was never 

more than a small percentage of total company 

revenue, and survived only for about a decade. 

 

During the 1920s Bendix became a major supplier of 

brake systems. In 1928 Bendix bought Eclipse. 

General Motors was the company’s biggest customer 

during that era, as well as a major Bendix stock-

holder. By 1929 the company had aggressively 

moved into the aviation field, selling aircraft brake 

systems and other parts. That year the corporate name 

changed to Bendix Aviation Corporation. Bendix 

owned important patents for both automotive and 

aircraft devices. In the 1950s Bendix developed 

electronic fuel injection systems for automobiles; in 

the 1960s, caliper disc brake systems; and later, anti-

lock brakes. I even seem to recall seeing Bendix 

coaster brakes for bicycles when I was growing up. 

(Continued from page 1) During the peak years of the 

company, it had numerous divisions 

and tens of thousands of employees. 

 

By the start of WWII Bendix was 

deeply into military hardware, and 

that became a major portion of the 

company’s business. Avionics, sonar, 

radar, and telemetry are examples of 

technologies pursued by Bendix. 

Now and then WWII-vintage elec-

tronic gear shows up at MAARC 

auctions, and often the labels indicate 

that the equipment was built by 

Bendix. One source says that during 

WWII Bendix produced three 

quarters of all avionics for American 

aircraft. 

 

In 1956 Bendix introduced the G-15 

mini-computer. In 1963 Control Data bought Bendix’s 

computer business. In 1966 Bendix Aerospace 

Division (Ann Arbor, MI) made equipment used in the 

Apollo Program. 

 

My college dorm had Bendix front-load “porthole” 

washing machines, but those machines were made in 

South Bend, IN, by Bendix Home Appliances, which 

was not part of Bendix, but rather had purchased a 

license to use the Bendix name on its products. 

 

The Bendix Radio Division 

 

Bendix Aviation Corporation’s Radio Division was 

created in 1937. Its first home was a former General 

Motors plant at 920 E. Fort Avenue in Baltimore. In 

1942 the Radio Division moved to 1300 E. Joppa 

Road in Towson, MD, and stayed at that location for 

about 50 years. During the years that Bendix Radio 

was in Baltimore the company had buildings at 13 

different locations. 

The entrance to the Bendix 
Radio Division’s main plant on 
East Joppa Road. 
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The 1944 Engineering Department book 

noted in the introduction and in Sources 

was obviously intended for employee 

morale. Much of it was devoted to 

organizational charts and pictures of 

employees. The book quotes Radio 

Division Chief Engineer Wilbur Webb: 

Our Radio Division has built for itself, in 

a short span of time, an enviable record 

around a quality product. Our technical 

contributions to the field of aeronautical 

communication and navigation have been 

recognized as notable and important. 

 

The book’s introduction provides a brief 

history of the Division: 

 

In 1937 the Radio Research Company of 

Washington, D.C., the Dayton Radio Products 

Incorporated of Dayton, and the W. P. Hilliard 

Company, the Jenkins and Adair Corporation, and 

Industrial Instruments Incorporated, all of 

Chicago, merged to form Bendix Radio 

Corporation, a subsidiary of the Bendix Aviation 

Corporation. 

The founders of these independent companies were 

men interested in radio when it was an industrial 

infant still in the experimental and research 

stage. These men learned radio from the 

The Radio Division’s organizational chart as of 1944, showing 
ten sections reporting to the Chief Engineer. 

The instrument lab, where instruments such as the UHF signal generator (above left) and the IF-12C 
frequency meter (left) were developed. Frequency meters like the one pictured turn up at MAARC 
auctions about once a year. Notice the number of female technicians evident. 

 

The receiver engineering laboratory. 
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workshop up, experimenting, testing, and building 

much of the equipment they used. From their early 

work came many contributions which aided the 

advancement of radio to its present importance. 

 

Following this merger, Bendix Radio concentrated 

on radio equipment for military and transport 

aircraft, and operated plants in Chicago and 

Washington. Washington itself offered little room 

for expansion, so a building was secured in 

Baltimore in early 1938. The Chicago plant was 

closed late in 1938 and Bendix Radio consolida-

ted in Baltimore at 920 East Fort Avenue. Several 

hundred employees worked there on radio direction 

finders, manual and automatic radio compasses, 

radio transmitters and receivers, precision frequen-

cy measuring units, and other highly specialized 

radio equipment. This Bendix Radio equipment 

was being used in the United States, Poland, South 

America, Canada, China, the Dutch East Indies 

and other countries throughout the world. 

Type TA-12 aircraft transmitter. 

Six-channel ground station transmitter. 

Control console for transmitter above. 

Transmitter Engineering drafting office. There was 
no computer-aided design in 1944. Every drawing 
was drawn by hand. 

Receiver Engineering Department employees at 
work. The steel desks in the picture were 
ubiquitous in the 1940s. 
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The exhibit at the Museum of Industry notes that the 

British warplane that sunk the German battleship 

Bismark had Bendix radio equipment on it. A 

transmitter just like the one on that aircraft is in the 

exhibit. 

 

When WWII ended, government purchases of military 

electronics immediately plunged, and, as noted by Rod 

Matzko, Bendix, like several other producers of 

military radio gear, entered the civilian radio and TV 

market. 

 

Bendix Home Radios and TV Sets 

 

The company never did become a major player in 

home radio and television and never threatened larger 

When England and France declared war in 1939, 

their procurement agents called upon Bendix Radio 

engineers to supply many of their radio needs. Again 

Bendix Radio expanded. Buildings across from Fort 

Avenue were acquired in 1939, with a warehouse 

located at Orleans Street. In early 1941, the Towson 

plant was built, and the Monument Street, Belvedere 

Avenue, and Charles Street plants acquired in 

sequence. 

 

From a few progressive engineers to eleven 

engineering sections and some five hundred persons 

comprising engineering personnel alone, is Bendix 

Radio's story of less than a decade of progress in 

radio engineering. 

The attractive green and black Bendix Catalin 
Model 526C is one of the more often seen 
Catalin radios. 

1949 Bendix three-way portable Model 687A . 
(The pictures on this page are all of radios from 
the collection of the National Capital Radio & 
Television Museum.) 

Bendix made three versions of this clock radio, 
the cherry wood 753F (the “Cascade”), the 
mahogany 723M (the “Marion”), and the blond 
723W (the “Bedford”). 

The 1946 Bendix 526B in this white Bakelite 
cabinet used the same chassis as the 526C 
Catalin model. 
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players such as RCA, Zenith, and Emerson. However, 

Bendix did make some rather interesting radios. The 

unusual end table models with their “Phantom”dial 

that showed up only when the radio was turned on are 

described in the Radio Age articles noted in Sources. 

They turn up now and then at MAARC auctions.  

 

Bendix had a highly successful business in 

automobile radios. According to the Bendix Radio 

Foundation, Bendix made more than 15 million car 

radios for Ford, Chrysler, Volkswagen, and others, as 

well as aftermarket radio suppliers, in 470 models, 

from 1948 through 1974. The auto radio exhibit 

portion of the Bendix exhibit at the Museum of 

Industry, pictured to the right, even includes a radio 

made for John Deere tractors in 1970. 

 

All the Bendix radios listed in John Slusser’s 

Collector’s Guide to Antique Radios, 7th Ed., are from 

1946 through 1953, and data from the Bendix Radio 

Foundation indicates that between 1946 and 1953 the 

company offered 108 different radio models. 

 

Bendix television set production lasted a bit longer, 

but was never very large. It peaked around 1950. 

Antique television price guides typically list about 12 

or 13 Bendix models, all made between 1949 and 

1951. The National Capital Radio & Television 

Museum had a 1951 Model C200U double-door 

console on exhibit until recently. Wikipedia’s listing 

for Bendix Corp. says the company made television 

sets from 1950 to 1959, but data from the Bendix 

Radio Foundation indicate that Bendix offered 132 

different television models during the period 1948 

through 1957. The ads reproduced in this article are 

from the advertising archives available on Duke 

University’s website. 

Another example of non-military electronics is 

Bendix’s two-way radio systems for railroads, so the 

engineer in the cab could converse with the 

conductor in the caboose. (See page 8.) 

 

Bendix Vacuum Tubes 

 

Bendix was never in the same league with large tube 

manufacturers such as RCA, Sylvania, or even Tung-

Sol, but the company did make some 

interesting vacuum tubes. Bob Weiss’s 

article in Tube Collector (see Sources) 

describes Bendix’s “Red Bank” line of 

specialty tubes, which he calls “some 

of the most reliable tubes ever built.” 

 

According to Weiss, Bendix first 

produced tubes at the Eclipse-Pioneer 

Instrument Division in Teterboro, NJ. 

As demand ramped up, the company 

opened a plant at Eatontown, NJ, that 

was part of the company’s Red Bank 

Division, which made aircraft motors 

and generators. Tubes made there Bendix workers assembling auto radios, probably circa 1950. 

 

This is the auto radio portion of the Bendix 
exhibit at the Museum of Industry.  
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Magazine ad for 1952 Bendix TV sets.  

included types such as 5838, 5839, and 5852. These 

were much more rugged than standard vacuum tubes 

for household radios. Because of their ultrahigh 

reliability, audiophiles today like the Bendix 6094. 

Weiss describes how Bendix also produced klystron 

and other special purpose tubes such as the 

“Plasmatron and Chronogram.” 

Bendix Radio Foundation 

 

A group of retired Bendix Radio Division 

employees in the Baltimore area founded the Bendix 

Radio Foundation, the purpose of which is “...to 

collect and preserve at the Baltimore Museum of 

Industry (BMI) historical ‘Bendix Radio’ documents 



Radio Age  August 2014 Visit MAARC’s web site at www.maarc.org         page 10 

 

and artifacts encompassing all activities from its 

founding in 1938 in Baltimore through the sale by 

AlliedSignal of the Communications operation on 

Joppa Road to the Raytheon Company in 1998.” Check 

it out the Foundation’s website, listed under Sources. It 

includes pictures of Bendix radios and other Bendix 

equipment. Bill Mackey of the Foundation and other 

BRF volunteers kindly agreed to read a draft of this 

article to catch any errors. The Foundation also worked 

with the Baltimore Museum of Industry to produce the 

exhibit noted earlier. 

 

Sources 

 

Barry Cheslock, “The Bendix Radio-Table,” MAARC 

Newsletter, August 1988, p. 14. 

 

Bendix Radio, The Engineering Department – Bendix 

Radio (Baltimore: Bendix Radio, 1944). 

 

Rod Matzko, “Bendix Aviation Enters the Home Radio 

Market”, Radio Age, July 2001, p.1. 

 

Rusty Wallace, “Refurbishing ‘The Invisible Radio 

with the Phantom Dial,’ ” Radio Age, June 2004, p, 1. 

Bob Weiss, “Bendix ‘Red Bank’ Tubes,” Tube 

Collector, Oct. 2002, p. 22. 

 

Internet: If you Google Bendix Radio, Vincent 

Bendix, or Bendix Aviation, numerous sources of 

information turn up. Two worth checking are: 

 

www.bendixradiofoundation.com 

http://biography.yourdictionary.com/vincent-bendix ■ 

Bendix probably had trouble competing with 
companies such as RCA, Zenith, and Philco that 
produced many more television sets, thereby 
gaining economies of scale and marketing. This 
Bendix set on exhibit at the Museum of Industry 
is a Model 6003U. 

This is a portion of the Bendix exhibit at the 
Baltimore Museum of Industry. The end table 
radio on the left is a “Phantom Dial” model as 
described in the Radio Age articles under 
Sources. 

Radio History Websites to Check Out: 
 

www.americanradiohistory.com 

(huge amounts of digitized material—old magazines, etc.) 

 

http://video.pbs.org/video/2285052239/ 

(story of the Regency TR-1 transistor radio) 

 

www.explorepahistory.com/hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-3A6 

(Philo Farnsworth historical marker near Philadelphia, PA) 
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B efore I get into the actual review, I’d like to 

present a little background information. In 1960 

I was 13 years old, and I wanted to be a ham radio 

operator. My great-grandmother had a 1940s or so 

Zenith console, and while playing around with it, I 

found I could pick up hams on the AM portion of 40 

meters, and, if I were lucky, occasionally some Morse 

code, if two stations were sufficiently close to 

produce a heterodyned signal. I was fortunate that 

there was a radio club at my junior high school, 

which became instrumental in my obtaining my 

Novice amateur radio license. 

 

On Saturdays, my best friend and I would take the 

#10 bus from Mount Washington, and foray into 

downtown Baltimore, stopping at the Play Center 

Arcade on Howard Street and Franklin streets, the toy 

departments of Hutzler’s, Hecht’s, and Hoschild 

Kohn’s, the schlock stores on Lexington Street, as 

well as meandering in the used book stores that 

existed back in the day. We’d look for used calculus 

or engineering text books thinking we’d get smart by 

looking through them, but we’d wind up bringing 

them to school and try to impress our fellow students. 

During one of these visits, we wandered into now 

defunct Smith’s Book Store on Howard Street, near 

the main shopping district. I came across the title 

Four Girls and a Radio. Consider, here I am, a young 

boy on the cusp of puberty, with an interest in radio. 

This book was clearly written for me! And, for the 

bargain price of only twenty-five cents! 

 

Of course, to my chagrin, the book had nothing at all 

racy or suggestive in the content, but as I started 

reading, the story developed, and kept my interest. 

 

The World War II story takes place in “River City,” a 

small town in middle America, with a factory 

producing ammunition for the war effort. Three of the 

four girls live on farms 15 miles away, and since bus 

service from the rural areas to the city was 

discontinued due to the war, the girls (Gayle, and 

sisters Linda and Susan) have no way to commute to 

high school. The story opens with the girls trying to 

find rooming in the city, and pretty much having a 

tough time of it. 

Four Girls and a Radio 
by Betty Baxter Anderson, 1944 

A Book Review by Ira Wexler 

In desperation, they visit “Mallory Mansion,” home 

to a wealthy dowager with plenty of rooms to spare, 

and are promptly shooed out, escorted to the door by 

the butler, after they make their request. As it turns 

out, the butler previously worked for a family in 

London who was displaced by the German blitzkrieg, 

and their teenage daughter (Rosemary) would like to 

come to the US and get her high school diploma. This 

situation provides a segue for all of the girls to room 

together in an apartment above the garage in the 

Mallory house. 

 

The radio in the title, we learn, is the shortwave radio 

that Rosemary brings with her. She has a keen interest 

in listening to and documenting German propaganda 

broadcasts, and this becomes the backbone of the 

book. Other sub-plots are interwoven to keep things 

interesting, but the reader has to wonder if Rosemary 

is indeed a German agent, or, is she patriotic to the 

Allies in trying to break up a German spy ring. 

 

Although this book is clearly intended to be “a career 

story for teenage girls” as the author states in the title 

page, I certainly found it to be a good read, involving 

not only a shortwave radio, but a picture of life in a 

small war-plant city during the WWII period. 

 

The book of course is long out of print, but can be 

easily found used on Amazon or Abebooks. Of 

course, if you keep your eyes peeled, you may find it 

in a brick and mortar used book store for a quarter! ■ 

New Art Deco Radio Book 
 

If you enjoyed the art deco radios that were in 

abundance at RadioActivity this year (and who 

didn’t?) you might like to know that author Peter 

Sheridan is coming out with a new book on art 

deco radios. He will be in town for a book signing 

at 2 p.m. on Saturday, September 20 at the Bowie 

Public Library, 15210 Annapolis Road, Bowie, 

MD. Take Exit 11 off Rt. 50, head north on MD 

Rt. 197. Turn right on MD 450, and watch for the 

library on your left. 
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Cat. 

Number 

Category First Award Second award Third Award 

1 

(theme) 

Raymond Loewy 

designs 

Joe Sousa, Grundig 

“Gloria” 

Eric Stenberg Tele

chron clock/radio. 

Carlos Lazarini 

Telechron clock/radio. 

2 

(theme) 

Norman Bel Geddes 

designs 

Geoff Shearer, Emerson 

400 + S-C chairside 

    

3 

(theme) 

Teague/Dreyfuss 

designs 

Geoff Shearer, Sparton 

“Sled” mirrored set 

    

4 

(theme) 

Outrageous Art Deco/ 

Machine Age 

Robert Lozier, Italian 

Radio 

Eric Stenberg, 

Majestic console 

Carlos Lazarini, 

Emerson “Strad” 

5 

(theme) 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

designs 

Geoff Shearer, Philco 

“Pagoda” wood set 

    

6 

(theme) 

Open Art Deco 

Category 

Geoff Shearer, Emerson 

Catalin + Steve Hansman, 

Philco 52 

Eric Stenberg, Keen-

Tone radio 

Carlos Lazarini, 

Zenith 705 radio 

7 (std.) Passive Radios Geoff Shearer, Majestic 

“Bug” 

    

8 (std.) 1-Tube Factory Sets Gary Alley, Kennedy set Geoff Shearer, 

Crosley Pup 

  

9 (std.) Transistor Radios Bruce Pellicot, Lafayette 

radio 

    

10 (std.) Long-box Superhets Gary Alley, Hot Spot 14 David Willenborg, 

Lacault Ultradyne L1 

  

11 (std.) TRF radios (1920s) Robert Lozier, McMichael 

radio 

Carlos Lazarini, 

Grebe Synchrophase 

Geoff Bourne, Golden 

Leutz 

12 (std.) Cathedral/Tombstone Lee Edgar, RCA Victor set Geoff Shearer, GM 

Little General 

  

13 (std.) Horn Speakers Geoff Bourne, Town Crier     

14 (std.) Cone Speakers Buford Chidester, Palcone Jim Wilson, Mullard   

15 (std.) Lazarus restoration Barry Callis, Majestic 59     

16 (std.) “As Seen in Radio 

Age” radio 

Gary Alley, W-K Oriole 

model 7 

Joe Sousa, W-K 

Oriole 8 

  

18 (std.) OPEN Category Jim Wilson, Crosley 

display + AK breadboards 

Bob Masterson, 

Hickok tester 

Bruce Pellicot, 

Breting shortwave set. 

RadioActivity 2014 Old Equipment Contest Results 
 

RadioActivity 2014 was a great success! The Old Equipment Contest (OEC) contained numerous memorable 

entries, a sampling of which are pictured in this issue. The theme of our June 2014 mega-meet was “Art Deco and 

Machine-Age Radios,” and the OEC reflected the theme. Six categories were reserved for radios and related 

equipment that followed the theme, ranging from those designed or copying designs of specific Machine Age 

industrial designers, like Dreyfuss, Bel Geddes, and Loewy, to unattributed designs exhibiting “outrageously Art 

Deco” appearance. Of course, there were about a dozen “standard” categories, as well. The table below shows the 

ranking of entries in each category. In addition, special ribbons were awarded as follows: 

 

Best Restoration:  Robert Lozier’s Italian radio, requiring serious correction of warped cabinetry; 

Best Preservation: Geoff Bourne’s Golden Leutz; 

Best Historical Merit: Jim Wilson’s incredible “First Atwater Kent Breadboard” (but not made by AK.); 

People’s Choice: Gary Alley’s Hot Spot 14 long-box superhet; 

Candidate for International Restoration Contest (2014): Barry Callis’s Majestic Studio 59; 

Special Mention for Best Documentation: Lee Edgar’s RCA Victor tombstone radio. 
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Images of RadioActivity 2014 
(Clockwise, from top left:) 

 
(1) Eric Stenberg’s 1930s Majestic console took 
second prize in the category:” Outrageous Art/Deco/ 
Machine Age.” (2) Brian Belanger holds up a box lot 
during the Saturday morning walk-around auction in 
the parking lot. (3) Two Oriole receivers were entered 

in the “As Seen in Radio Age” cate-
gory. This Model 8 was entered by 
Joe Sousa. and took second prize. 
(4) The banquet room featured a 
splendid display of art deco radios, 
including the complete set of 
chrome-front Zenith tombstones 
from Domi Sanchez’s collection. 
(5) Jim Wilson took the blue ribbon 
for his impressive display of 
Crosley advertising display items 
plus this set of rare early Atwater 
Kent breadboards, including the 
one on the right not made by AK. 
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More Scenes from RadioActivity 2014 
(THANKS TO CARLOS LAZARINI FOR PROVIDING THE RADIOACITIVITY IMAGES IN THIS ISSUE.!) 

Fallfest 2014 
 

Be sure to mark your calendar for Fallfest 2014 

on Sunday October 19. In addition to the usual 

antique radios, Fallfest also emphasizes vintage 

ham equipment and vintage audio equipment. We 

already have promises of some fine Collins, 

Hallicrafters, and other classic ham gear for the 

auction. As usual, the Boy Scouts will be selling 

breakfast and lunch items in the flea market area 

at reasonable prices. Don’t miss this wonderful 

event! 

A sample of the hundreds of items consigned for the 
auction at RadioActivity 2014. 

The bright sunny weather made flea market browsing 
pleasant. 

Every year Buford and Jane Chidester show up at the 
flea market with magnificently restored cone speakers. 

Geoff Bourne received a “Best Preservation” Award 
for this copper shielded Golden Leutz. Its significant 
width-to-height ratio is noteworthy, too. 

Geoff Shearer took first prize for his Sparton “sled” 
mirror radio in the Teague/Dreyfss category. 
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For Sale by Non-Member: Hewlett Packard test equipment: 1700A 

portable scope (can operate on 12 volts), 400FL AC voltmeter, 350D 

attenuator, 5300A measurement system with 5302A universal counter, 

209A sine/square oscillator. Fluke 8050A digital multimeter, two 

Heath decade resistance boxes and Heath IP-27 regulated power 

supply (0-50V, 1.5 amp, metered). All instruments have manuals. Four 

Ohmite resistor cabinets filled with 5% quarter-watt resistors (2.2 

ohms to 22 Megohms), Centralab DDK-200 kit (ceramic caps from 5 

pF to 0.02 μF in steel cabinet), five shelves of technical books. Items 

located in Rockville. Horace Jones, 301-493-5949, 

hjones8008@yahoo.com. 

 

For Sale by Non-Member: Early 1930s Grigsby-Grunow Majestic 

lowboy Model 61 console radio with a Model 60 chassis. Reasonably 

good condition, but missing a piece of the molding at the bottom. Can 

email photos. Asking $100. Bob Derderian, N2IPH, Bridgeton, NJ 

08302,  n2iph@comcast.net. 

 

Tube Radio Repair Classes: The National Capital Radio & 

Television Museum will be offering antique radio repair classes again 

this fall, with a Saturday morning class as well as a weekday evening 

class. Classes are three hours per session for ten weeks and cover 

theory, troubleshooting, and practical skills such as soldering. $250 for 

museum members. Call the Museum at 301-390-1020 or email to 

info@ncrtv.org to inquire or reserve a slot. Lee Edgar’s first prize in 

this year’s Old Equipment Contest in the tombstone category was for 

an RCA model that he restored after having taken the class. 

 

Antique Radio Repair: 30 years experience in repair of antique 

radios and tube equipment. Reasonable rates. Jay Forbes, 21128 

Stonecrop Pl, Ashburn, VA 20147, (703) 729-9432, email: 

JFRADIO@aol.com, website: http://www.jfradiorepair.com/

index.html. 

 Classified Ads 
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 

The Operadio ad on this page is from a 1938 Radio 
Retailing magazine. Operadio may be best known for its 
portable radios of the 1920s, but the company continued in 
business for decades afterwards, changing its name to 
Dukane Corp. in 1951, (See Radio Manufacturers of the 
1920s, Vol. 2, by Alan Douglas, for a complete history of 
this interesting company.) In the late 1930s, quite a few 
radio dealers added public address systems to their 
product lines. Portable units like the Operadio one here 
might have been sold to a school or factory or used at a 
county fair. 

mailto:JFRADIO@aol.com
http://www.jfradiorepair.com/index.html
http://www.jfradiorepair.com/index.html
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MAARC Your Calendar! 
Sun., Aug. 17 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. 

See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 11:30, meeting at 
1:30. 

Sun., Sept. 21 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. 
See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 11:30, meeting at 
1:30. 

Sun. Oct. 19 Annual Fallfest Meet at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. Gates open at 7 a.m., 
auction begins around noon. Food available for purchase. 

Sun., Nov. 16 MAARC meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center. 
See p. 2 for map and directions. Tailgating at 11:30, meeting at 
1:30. 

Sun., Dec. 21 MAARC meeting at the Sully Station 
Community Center, Centreville, VA. 
See map to right. Tailgating at 11:30, 
meeting at 1:30. 

(To check on upcoming hamfests, go to www.arrl.org and click 
on hamfests.) 
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