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M  S :  B  B  
INTERVIEW BY DOMI SANCHEZ 

 

[Brian has been an active member of MAARC since its inception in 1984.  He is our very own auc-
tioneer and one of the three editors for Radio Age.  He helped shape the concept of displaying antique 
radios into the National Capital Radio & Television (NCRTV) Museum where the public can enjoy and 
appreciate radio’s history and how it has had an impact on our lives. On September 3, 2015, he and 
Dian opened up their home to Radio Age and gave us a glimpse into his past and his involvement with 
the NCRTV Museum. -Editor] 
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T hank you, Brian.  I really appreciate you 
allowing us to come into your home and 

to interview you.   
 Brian:  It’s an honor to 
be selected. 
 
Tell us a bit about your 
background.   
 For the first few years 
my electronics was self-
taught.  My mother and fa-
ther had a big Firestone 
console radio/record player 
in our living room.  I’m old 
enough to have grown up in 
the days before television.  
In the evening, my family 
would gather together in the 
living room and we would 
sit around the Firestone and 
listen to radio programs.  I 
particularly loved comedy 
shows like Fibber McGee 

and Molly and Jack Benny. As we listened to the 
radio, I got to wondering how the radio worked.   
When I was just a toddler I would look behind 

the radio.  It had an open 
back.  I could see that it had 
about ten tubes in it, and I 
could see the tubes glowing 
cherry red. I asked my 
mother and dad, “How does 
this radio work? What are 
those things in the back that 
look like light bulbs and 
how do they work?”  Of 
course, my mother and dad 
didn’t know, and their usual 
answer was, “Why don’t 
you go to the library and 
read some books?”  That 
was their answer to any 
question.  So I went to both 
the public library and the 
school library and over time 

(Brian - continued on page 3) 
Figure 1. Brian Belanger, circa 1970.   
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radio I chose electrical engineering.  I was an 
undergraduate at Cal Tech in Pasadena. I spent 
two summers working for Pacific Telephone in 
Los Angeles. I didn’t take that many electronic 
courses in college because you were required to 
take physics, chemistry, history, English, etc.  
Transistors were just beginning to come in, then.  
Then I was a graduate student at the University 
of Southern California.  
 Dian and I were married even before I got 
into graduate school.  We didn’t have much 
money and I needed to get a job of some kind. 
Dian was teaching school and supporting us.  I 
heard about a professor who had just arrived on 
campus and was setting up a new laboratory for 
superconductivity experiments.  I didn’t know 
anything about that topic, but I heard he was 
looking for lab assistants to set up equipment and 
operate a helium liquefier, and he had grant 
money to pay students.  He hired me. We were 
doing experiments on type-II superconductors, 
and that is what I wrote my dissertation on.   
 After I graduated, I started looking for a job.  
The economy was doing well at the time and jobs 
were not too hard to find.  I interviewed with a 
number of companies and ended up going to 
work for the General Electric Research and 
Development Center in Schenectady, New York.  
One reason why I chose GE was that 
Schenectady seemed to be a really nice town.  
Also, there were two or three GE people who 
were well known in the field of super-
conductivity and I felt I could learn a lot from 
working with them.    Dian and I lived in 
Schenectady for about four and half years.  The 
project that occupied most of my years there was 
with a group that worked on applications of 
superconductivity and cryogenic technology for 
the electric power industry.    

took out all the radio books I could find and 
started reading them.  The more I read about 
radios, the more interesting it became. 
   One day I was playing with our Firestone, 
which had shortwave bands. As I tuned the 
shortwave bands, I picked up Radio Moscow and 
the BBC. I found that fascinating. Then I heard 
ham radio operators.  In those days, all the hams 
were using AM for voice transmission, not single 
side-band, like they do today.  I asked my parents 
about these people talking to one another.  My 
dad said they were ham radio operators. “You can 
get a license, get a transmitter, and you can com-
municate with other people around the world.”  I 
thought that sounded interesting.  My dad hap-
pened to know a fellow in town who was a ham; 
Bill – W0CID.  Dad called Bill and asked wheth-
er I could come over to see his equipment.  So 
we went to his home one evening.  I must have 
been about 11 or 12 years old at the time.  I 
walked into his radio shack and saw his impres-
sive equipment—a Johnson Viking I transmitter 
and a Hammarlund HQ-129 receiver.  Bill was in 
a conversation with somebody many states away. 
He had the walls plastered with QSL cards from 
faraway places. I was just blown away.  
 I started studying and I got a ham radio 
license when I was about 15 years old.  That was 
about the time that people started getting 
television sets.  On trash day, people who had 
purchased new TV sets would often put their old 
radios on the curb. I would take my wagon and 
go up and down the streets looking for anybody 
who had left an old radio out for the trash.  I 
would drag it home, take it apart, pull the tubes 
out, save the power transformer, try to save the 
resistors and capacitors, tube sockets, etc. and 
throw away the cabinets.  I junked some beautiful 
cathedrals and tombstones that I wish I had 
today.  At the time, I thought old radios were 
only good for parts.  I started building little 
projects with the parts I could salvage.   
 There was a ham radio club in my area.  This 
was in Eveleth, Minnesota, a little town in the 
mining county in the northeastern part of 
Minnesota, north of Lake Superior.  I joined the 
club and got to know some of the older hams 
who mentored me.   
 When it came time to go to college, I had to 
decide what to study.  Because of my interest in 

(Brian - continued from page 1) 
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  The major project I worked on was to 
develop cryogenic underground high-capacity 
power transmission cables.  This was in the late 
sixties.  The demand for electric power was 
increasing tremendously, doubling every few 
years.   This was before energy conservation was 
on anybody’s radar screen.  Cities like New York 
and Los Angeles could foresee a need to bring 
much more electric power into the city, and do it 
at low cost, and in an environmentally friendly 
way. You were not likely to be able to do that 
with overhead power lines.  At the time, liquid 
nitrogen cooled underground 
cables looked like a possible 
way to do that, and GE got a 
contract from the Edison 
Electric Institute. Most of the 
work I did with that project had 
to do with the electrical 
insulation systems. These cables 
carried much more current than 
conventional cables, but to be 
integrated with the existing grid, 
they had to operate at high voltage, e.g., 345 
kilovolts. It wasn’t at all clear what kind of 
electrical insulation you could use for these 
cables that would operate reliably at liquid 
nitrogen temperature.  We did high voltage 
testing, not only with 60 Hertz over-voltages, but 
also zapping them with lightning impulses and 
switching surges, even up to a million volts or 
more.   We rented a high-voltage test lab from 
Phelps Dodge Cable Company in Yonkers, New 
York and set up large scale experiments there.  I 
purchased liquid nitrogen 3,000 gallons at a time.   
It was a really interesting job. 
 By doing cost studies and large scale 
experiments, we concluded that when you reach  
the level of a few thousand megawatts per circuit, 
liquid nitrogen cooled cables actually are cheaper 
than conventional technology in cost per 
megawatt per mile.  However, that was about the 
time when people began to think about energy 
conservation, and the demand for electric power 
stopped growing at the fast rate it had been 
growing at previously.  The big cities began to 
revise their future power estimates downward. It 
began to look unlikely that such cables would be 
needed in the near future except in special cases.  
 The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) in 
the Washington, DC, area became interested in 

advanced underground power transmission about 
that time.  I left my job at GE and joined the AEC 
in Germantown in 1972.  At that time AEC was 
pushing the concept of the “nuclear power park.”  
The idea was to build a complex of nuclear 
reactors somewhere well outside an urban area, 
for example, in the Mojave Desert, with a fuel 
processing plant on-site.  It would generate a 
huge amount of power that could be sent to a city 
like Los Angeles.  But, that meant that you 
needed an economical and low-loss way to send 
large amounts of power into the urban area, and 

so the AEC was interested in high 
capacity underground cables.   
AEC hired me to be in charge of 
their superconducting cable 
research.   Research projects were 
underway at the Brookhaven 
National Lab and the Los Alamos 
National Lab.  We hired 
Philadelphia Electric to investigate 
what would be involved in 
installing these systems in a city 

environment and to project installation costs.  We 
hired Air Products and Chemicals to design 
refrigeration stations and predict costs of 
maintaining them.  We did very detailed cost 
studies.  As with GE’s cables, we came to the 
same conclusion—if you need very high capacity 
cables, then superconducting cables would be 
cheaper than conventional technology, but only at 
those very high power levels. Brookhaven 
National Laboratory built a prototype cable 
system and connected it to feed all power to the 
laboratory (which uses a LOT of electric power). 
It worked fine, 24/7, for a number of weeks, 
proving that such systems were technically 
feasible. 
 While this was going on, the Three-Mile 
Island accident occurred. [March 28, 1979. – ed.] 
All of a sudden, everyone wanted to forget about 
nuclear power.  AEC gave up on the idea of the 
nuclear power park and began to phase out that 
work. I had to look for another job.  
 I began to work for the National Bureau of 
Standards (NBS) at Gaithersburg.  I had a 
number of jobs at NBS.  Part of the time, I 
headed the Office of Measurement Services that 
handled NBS’ calibration services for industry 
and government.  Then for a while, I was in the 
Center for Electronics and Electrical Engineer-

I purchased 
liquid nitrogen 
3,000 gallons 

at a time. 
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Brian with his 1926 American Beauty ba ery set, the first radio in his collec on. 

ing, involved in planning new programs.  And 
then for a while I was NBS’s liaison to the 
Defense Department.  I worked with the Army, 
Navy and Air Force to learn what their future 
system needs were and what kinds of precision 
measurements they were going to need to support 
those systems, so that NBS could respond. For 
example, when the Air Force was developing the 
Milstar satellite communication system, we 
needed to find out what kinds of microwave 
measurements the Air Force and its contractors 
would need (e.g., microwave power, attenuation, 
noise figure, etc.), the frequencies at which these 
measurements would need to be done, and how 
accurate they needed to be, so that NBS could 
provide measurement standards. 
 
Did you teach? 
I taught some courses when I was in graduate 
school.  I taught EE 101, which I enjoyed.  I 
think I would have enjoyed being a professor, but 
never had the chance to do that.   

 Most of the last years I spent at NBS, which 
became NIST, the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology,  I was the Deputy Director of a 
program called The Advanced Technology 
Program, an extramural program to provide cost-
shared money to high-tech industry in very 
innovative projects.  After that, I retired in 2000.  
So I’ve been retired for about 15 years.  
 
Was that the beginning of your involvement 
with MAARC? 
 I wasn’t interested in antique radios until 
about 1980.  I was one of the charter members of 
MAARC.  I became interested in antique radios 
around 1980 when I purchased my first antique 
radio—a 1926 American Beauty battery set. I 
still have it.  
 
That radio was the start of your collecting. 
 Yes, that got me started.  There was another 
important event in my radio collecting. Around 
1981 or ’82, I was visiting my family in 
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 Minnesota.  I happened to pick up the evening 
paper and looked through the classified ads.  One 
said, “For sale, attic full of antique radio gear, 
make an offer.”  I thought I better go take a look.  
It was in a town about 40-50 miles from where I 
was staying.  So my father and I drove over.  The 
guy who had lived in this house had taken a 
National Radio Institute correspondence course 
in 1927 on radio servicing.  He had started up a 
radio servicing business in his home and had 
been in business until about the 1950s.  He 
dropped dead one day. The people who had 
purchased his home didn’t know what to do with 
the radio stuff, so they just put it all up in the 
attic.  It had been sitting in the attic for about 30 
years.   
 It was a warm summer day 
when I climbed up into this attic.  
Here were all these boxes of tubes – 
good stuff, 45s, 01As, etc; piles of 
radios; old test equipment; a set of 
Rider Manuals; the original NRI 
correspondence course the guy 
started with; and lots of parts, 
resistors, and capacitors.  
 
Do you still have the NRI course books? 
 Yes.  I had no idea what would be a 
reasonable price for all this.  So I scratched my 
head and picked a number.  I said “$500”, a 
number I just picked out of the air.  The house 
owner was hoping to get more than that, but 
since I was the first person to call, he was willing 
to sell it to me if I could remove it all within the 
day.  I rented a U-Haul trailer.  The problem was 
that the attic had one of these skinny steep pull-
down staircases. Getting the stuff down was a 
challenge, especially heavy items such as an 
Atwater-Kent Model 44.  You know how heavy 
those are.  Also, there was a hole in one end of 
the roof and bats had gotten into the attic.  So this 
stuff was cover with bat dung. It was a hot 
sweaty summer day; I was breathing all this bat 
dung dust, hauling heavy stuff down a steep 
narrow stairway. You have to love antique radios 
to put up with that unpleasantness! 
 
Did you have anyone to help you? 
 My dad was there, but he wasn’t quite as 
willing to exert himself as I was. We finally got 
the attic emptied and loaded on the U-Haul.   I 

hauled it all the way back to Maryland where it 
filled my basement.  There was stuff I didn’t 
want to keep, so I began to look around the area 
for other collectors.  Someone told me about a 
guy in Silver Spring named Howard Granoff who 
had a business selling antique radios and antique 
radio supplies. Howard offered to buy some of 
the stuff I didn’t want.  After I noted how he 
operated, I thought “I could do that, too.”  I 
started a little moonlighting company called 
“The Old Radio Place.”  For about three years, I 
was selling and buying radio stuff, too.  I would 
go to hamfests and find someone selling tubes.  
Rather than buying one tube, I would ask how 
much he wanted for all of them.  As I traveled 

around the country, I would watch 
for any old radio or TV service 
shop that looked as though it had 
been around for a long time.  In a 
little town in West Virginia along 
highway 50, I was driving down 
Main Street and noticed a beat-up 
store with a radio and TV service 
sign.  I went in and introduced 
myself as a person who deals with 
antique radios.  I asked if he had 

any old tubes or old radios he would be 
interested in selling.  He said he had a bunch of 
stuff in the attic.  I bought enough to fill the full-
sized van I had at the time.  
 The Old Radio Place lasted about three years. 
The business was fairly successful, but I had to 
give it up. My regular job was keeping me so 
busy that it was increasingly difficult to find time 
for the radio business. I did not want to have to 
hire someone to tend to the business.    
 About that time, I got a call from Joe Koester.  
Joe Koester and Ted Hanna, who both worked at 
NSA, had decided to start an antique radio club.  
If you read The MAARC History, by Willie 
Sessoms, you’ll remember that Joe and Ted were 
walking the NSA grounds after lunch one day 
and decided to start a club.  So they gathered the 
names of anybody in the area with any possible 
interest in radios and came up with 15–20 names 
and called them. 
 
Where was the first meeting? 
 Joe lived in Laurel, Maryland.  Joe’s house 
was near the intersection of MD routes 197 and 
198.  The first meeting we held was in Joe’s 

I started a little 
moonlighting 

company 
called “The Old 
Radio Place.” 
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 family room. As the club got started, word began 
to spread and it started to grow.   
 
How did the National Capitol Radio and 
Television Museum, or the Radio and 
Television Museum as it was called back then, 
get started? 
 Shortly after MAARC got started, several of 
us were wondering whether we might find a 
location to set up a radio display for the public.  
We all thought that was a good idea and started 
looking for a place.  Joe lived in Laurel and he 
knew that Capitol College [formerly called the 
Capitol Radio Engineering Institute, now called 
the Capitol Technology University. –ed.], was 
located in Laurel.  He knew they were planning 
on building a big new library building.  Joe knew 
the college president, Dr. Troxler. I remember we 
had a meeting with Dr. Troxler, and saying to 
him, “You’re teaching students about electronics. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if you could set aside some of 
your library building for a little museum area so 
your students could see some of the history of 
what they’re studying?”  He thought that was a 
good idea.  They were thinking about building a 
large building. But the money didn’t come 
through the way they wanted and the building 
ended up a lot smaller than they hoped.  Dr. 
Troxler said that even though they would love to 

have a museum, they just didn’t have the space 
for it.   
 We decided to create an organization anyway, 
and called it the Radio History Society (RHS). 
The goal of RHS was to create a museum. Some 
of the people, aside from myself, who were very 
deeply involved with that, were Gerry Schneider, 
Maurice Moore, Steve Synderman and Lloyd 
Kendell (who was president of MAARC at the 
time).  In the first few years, we just did 
temporary exhibits.  For example, we did an 
exhibit at the City Place Mall in Silver Spring in 
a vacant store.   The mall manager allowed us to 
use one of the stores until he found a tenant, then 
he would have to kick us out, unless we wanted 
to rent it.  We didn’t have the money to rent it 
and only expected to be there for a month or two.  
We ended up staying there for about six months.  
We had some nice displays there.  That helped us 
bring in quite a few new members.   
 
I think that was about 1993 because I 
remember wandering into the store front 
exhibit.  I was looking for a hobby and 
thought this was really neat.  I may have even 
talked to you, Brian!   
 Well, that was a long time ago. 
 We quickly came to the conclusion that we 

(Brian - Continued on page 10) 

Front Porch of the NCRTV Museum.  Inset: Sign before the museum was called NCRTV Museum.  



page 8                            October 2015 Radio Age         

 
K  H  

BY DOMI SANCHEZ 
 

A  number of MAARC members make a bi-annual pilgrimage to Kutztown, Pennsylvania. The event 
occurs twice a year, May and September. The Kutztown Radio Show is sponsored by the Delaware 

Valley Historic Radio Club (www.DVHRC.com) and is located at the Renninger's Antiques and Farmer's 
Market (directions are on the DVHRC website).   The September 17-19 event was DVHRC’s 33rd show 
and has been running over the course of 17 years.  It has evolved into the premier event for antique radio 
collectors across the nation.  Some collectors drive over 10-14 hours to make it to this meet.   
 I had to see for myself what all the excitement was about and I was not disappointed.  I drove up 
with my fellow MAARC board member, John Begg, on Thursday, and arrived about 9 pm.  After setting 
up John’s table, we ran into Louie Newhart, one of the original organizers of the event.  He gave us 
some history of the event, a run down of what to expect over the next couple of days and about the 
Friday evening auction. 
 The photos below provide a small glimpse of the treasures found at K-Town, as it’s known by the lo-
cals. Visit the DVHRC website for more images of this meet and other meets throughout the years.  If 
you are planning to attend the next meet as a first-timer, read the document found on the DVHRC 
website called Kutztown 101 - the “ins and outs” of Kutztown by Mike Koste. It will help prepare you 
for antique radio nirvana awesomeness! 

John Hagman’s UV image of the radio bonfire  

A Viking’s end to a glorious event! 
Last minute scavenging before 
the traditional radio bonfire. 

Two large pavilions filled with radio vendors! 



Radio Age   October 2015                           page 9 

 

 The extruder lays that noodle exactly where it 
needs to be and how much plastic to extrude. The 
machine also has a local control panel that can 
control variables of the printing process while the 
machine is working. Stepper motors control the 
movements in all axis's very accurately.  
 The machines also have heated building plat-
forms that are used to promote even cooling and 
prevent warping of the produced parts. Many ad-
justments are available in the controlling soft-
ware to fine tune the printer for the object being 
printed. 
 There are a number of plastics you can use.  
The plastic I’m using is ABS, the same plastic 
that Legos are made of.  Small amounts of ace-
tone can be used to glue ABS parts together or 
smooth out rough edges.   
 There are online services that will digitize 
your objects if you send them images of your 
three dimensional objects.  If you would like to 
try this 3D printing process, I suggest searching 
out a local building group in your area.  They can 
provide the necessary help and assistance to get 
you going. NOVA Labs is located in Reston, VA.  
Information about 3D printer boot camps can be 
found at imade3d.com. For the Baltimore, MD, 
area try, www.baltimorehackerspace.com.  

3D PRINTING 
BY SKIP ESSIGMANN 

[Skip Essigmann give a presentation about 3D printers at the September 20, 2015, MAARC meet. 
This is an abbreviated transcription so our readers may benefit from Skip’s presentation about this 
emerging technology.   -Editor] 

 Tidbits 

A  lot of times when working on old radio 
sets, we find things that are broken or miss-

ing. Today, we are going to look at some tools 
that will allow us to make any part we need for 
our radios.  It could be a coil form, a bracket, 
knobs, or push buttons.  There is no limit to what 
you can make with 3D printers.  Fortunately, the 
price of 3D printers has dropped enough that the 
hobbyist can afford one.  The first 3D printer I 
bought (left picture below) cost about $1000.   

The second one I have (above right) was built 
about three months ago and cost about $550.  
Both printers were built as participant  of a build-
ing group at NOVA Labs in Reston Virginia. All 
the software is free, open source, and online.   
 The process of printing a 3D object has three 
steps. The first step is selecting and digitizing the 
object to be printed. The second step is preparing 
the object to be printed and finally, the third step 
is printing the object.   
 Let’s look at the printer first to understand the 
first two steps.  The machine prints on an X-, Y-,  
Z-, and E-axis, with the Z-axis being the height.  
The other axis is the E-axis for the extruder.  It 
takes a piece of plastic, 1.75 mm in diameter, 
heats it to 230 degrees (Celsius), and squirts it 
out in a 0.5 millimeter noodle.   
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needed to find a permanent home for this 
museum.  One of our members lived in the 
Bowie area.  He had arranged to do a one-day 
exhibit at the Belair Mansion, a historic home in 
Bowie.  So we set up an exhibit on a table with 
some old radios.  The manager of museums for 
the city of Bowie was Steven Patrick, and he 
became interested in the hobby.  He encouraged 
us to find a place in Bowie. The city owned a 
historic home called the Harmel House.  Steven 
encouraged us to work up a plan to get that 
building.  We made a presentation to the mayor 
and the city council. We proposed that if they 
would lease the building at a low cost, we would 
create a museum here that would bring in a lot of 
tourists.  Of course every city likes to bring in 
tourists and the plan was approved.  It was 1999 
when we moved into that building and we’ve 
been there ever since.   
 The museum was a spin-off from MAARC.  
All the people who founded NCRTV were 
MAARC people.  After talking to lawyers, we 
recognized that, for tax purposes, the museum 
had to be an IRS 501(c)(3) organization (a non-
profit museum).  This means, once you are 
approved by the IRS, people can take a tax 
deduction when they donate to the museum.  
MAARC is an IRS hobby-type club, which 
means it’s non-profit and MAARC does not  
have to pay taxes, but the people who donate 
things to MAARC cannot take a tax deduction.  
That’s the difference.  
 
I see, but in terms of the mission, the museum 
seems more about preserving the history of 
radio and television. 
 The Museum’s mission is “The National 
Capital Radio & Television Museum collects, 
preserves, and interprets artifacts, programming, 
and publications to educate the public about the 
development and impact of electronic media.”  
Radio and TV in the home is the main emphasis. 
 
Whereas, the Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio 
Club is more about the hobby of collecting. 
 Yes, exactly. 
 
What would you like to say to our MAARC 
members about NCRTV? 
 I strongly believe that every MAARC 

(Brain - Continued from page 7) 
member should join the museum and become a 
member of NCRTV.   I know you enjoy Dials 
and Channels, the Journal of the National 
Capital Radio and Television Museum. 
 
I certainly do and look forward receiving it.  
What advice would you give to someone just 
entering the hobby?   
 Read as much as you can.  There are lots of 
good books on the subject.  Talk to as many 
people as you can.  One of the wonderful things 
about MAARC is that we have so many 
knowledgeable people in the club.  For example, 
if you have a question about Atwater-Kent, you 
can talk to Ray Thompson; if you have a question 
about Philco, you can talk to Michael Prosise; if 
you have a question about any military 
equipment, talk to Ed Lyon; for tube testers, Paul 
Hart; Gary Alley on battery sets and reel-to-reel 
tape recorders; and Chris Kocsis for light bulbs.  
Whatever subjects you can think of, there is 
somebody in the club who is really 
knowledgeable about it.   
 Even though I was an electrical engineer, I 
never really learned about radio servicing.  What 
I learned about radio servicing I had to learn on 
my own from reading books and talking to 
people. I have in my basement a bunch of 
servicing books that I like.  I have one book that I 
like for AC/DC radio servicing (Practical Radio 
Servicing by 
Marcus and Levy) 
and another book 
that I like for 1930s 
sets (Modern Radio 
Servicing by 
Ghiradi).  You just 
can’t read one book 
and get it all.  You 
have to read many 
books, and if you 
read enough books, 
gradually it all 
makes sense.   
 
Do you recommend reading the books written 
in the day, rather than the modern ones 
written about the past?   
 Yes, but there are some good modern ones, 
too. We use a book by Joseph Carr for the radio 
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repair classes at the Museum, and it is quite 
good.  The amazing thing is that all our radio 
classes have all been full.  We are going to have 
another session this coming Fall with only one 
seat left and someone interested in that seat.  It’s 
amazing, I could never have believed that there 
would be that many people interested in our 
classes!  We charge $250 and it’s a 10 week 
class.  You get three hours a day for 10 weeks.  
It’s a combination of practical stuff like learning 
how to solder, plus the theory; how the radio 
works and how to troubleshoot a radio.   
 
Wow!  I did not realize it’s such a popular 
class! 
 It’s extremely popular! 
 
You were a principal player in the formation 
of NCRTV.   
 I have served on the museum board of 
directors since the museum began, but I am 
dropping off now. I was the museum director for 
many years, but the director today is a museum 
professional, Laurie Baty.  She’s been at our 
RadioFallFest selling membership and books. I 
still serve as the museum’s curator, as its 
newsletter editor, and as a docent. 
 
I really appreciate the partnership MAARC 
has with NCRTV. 
 I feel that MAARC, as an organization, 
should be very proud of what’s been 
accomplished.  All that would have never 
happened if it had not been for MAARC.  I think 
it’s a wonderful legacy.   
 We have an extensive library at the museum, 
which includes MAARC’s old service library.  
We have a card catalog on the website listing all 
the books and magazines we have.  We have 
thousands of books in the library and thousands 
and thousands of magazines.   
 
Are you getting a lot of television sets now we 
are in the digital age? 
 The problem we have is, of course, the lack 
of storage space.  I keep telling people that the 
museum doesn’t need more radios now.  We need 
money.  We need a bigger building.  We can use 
a building that’s ten times the size of our current 
building.  We have a storage building in 

Davidsonville which is full of beautiful stuff that 
we just have no place to show off in the museum.  
We would like to build a new building, but that 
will take several million dollars. Many of our 
members are quite generous with their monetary 
donations, but we would like to find some more 
wealthy people who want to see the history of 
radio and TV preserved.  
 
Do you exchange artifacts with other muse-
ums? 
 Occasionally.  We have a very good working 
relationship with the National Electronic 
Museum in Baltimore.  Mike Simons, their 
director, was on our board of directors until very 
recently.  If we receive a donation that includes 
some military equipment, we immediately call 
them to see if they want it.  If they get civilian 
equipment they don’t want, they call us.  

 And we exchange items with other museums.  
For example, the museum recently had a 
Silvertone console wire recorder from 1947 
donated to us.  We already have a very similar 
wire recorder and we didn’t want two.  So I 
started checking around with other museums.  I 
know the people at the InfoAge Museum in New 
Jersey fairly well and called them.  They have an 
interest in the recorder, so the next time I go to 
New York, I’ll stop by the museum in New 
Jersey and drop off the recorder.  We’ve also 
given them some Sams Photo Facts that they 
needed.  So the various museums do cooperate 
with each other.   
 
You are one of our editors for Radio Age and 
you’ve written many articles for Radio Age.  
Which one had been your more memorable 
article? 

The Na onal Electronic Museum in Bal more, MD 
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  (laughing) That’s like asking which one of 
your children is your favorite. I guess if I have to 
name one, it would have to be the articles I’ve 
written about Emerson some years ago.   I’m very 
interested in Emerson because I have a lot of 
Emerson radios.  I love Emerson cabinets.  I did a 
lot of research on Emerson before I wrote those 
two articles.   
 
I remember having one of the granddaughters 
of Emerson come to one of our banquets.   
 Cynthia Hochman was her name.  She was 
actually the daughter of Ben Abrams who 
founded the Emerson Company.  I thought it was 
one of the best RadioActivity meets we’ve had 
because of having her there.  I remember her 
telling stories about her dad, which was just 
wonderful.   

Tell us about your collection.  What is your 
prized artifact? 
 I think the best radio I have is a Scott All-
Wave 23.  
 
Let me throw you a little curve ball.  Wives or 
significant others play an important role in the 
collector’s life.  For one, letting the radio come 
into the house and fitting it into the décor of 
the house.  Do you have a sample of that? 
 Yes.  (walking to the foyer of the house)  
Here is a 1938 Stromberg-Carlson console.  We 
needed something here near the front door on 
which where  we can place letters to be mailed or  
our car keys.  So Dian didn’t mind putting a nice 
looking cabinet there.  I like its curved front.  

Cynthia Hockman at the 2006 RadioAc vity banquet. 

Dian and Brian Belanger in front of Brian’s collec on. 

Brian’s 1938 Stromberg‐Carlson console. 
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 Speaking of furniture, (walking to the family  
room) we needed a coffee table. We saw this 
coffee table with a glass top and space for putting 
things under the glass top. Dian said “What 
would we put in it?”  I suggested vacuum tubes, 
and she agreed. 
 Another example of radio as furniture-here is 
an Atwater-Kent in a Kiel table, and the lamp on 
it is a Philco lamp radio.  Dian is happy to have 
radios that look nice and blend in with the 
decoration of the room.   

What pieces in your collection would you like 
to see passed down as a family heirloom?   
 Well, I’ve already told my children, that 
when I die, they are welcome to any of the 
radios.  But I’m guessing they wouldn’t want any 
of them. Neither kid seems to have much interest 
in old radios.  My will says that when I die, any 
radios that are not kept by my family would go to 
the museum.   
 
I’ve included in my will that my complete 
collection of the Zenith 800 series radios is to 
be given to the NCRTV.  I encourage our 
readers to consider NCRTV in their wills as 
Brian and I have. 
 Your Zenith art deco sets make such a 
beautiful collection.  I would love to see those 
Zeniths displayed somewhere. 
 
I hope NCRTV accepts the donation. 
 We certainly will.  Even though the museum 
is filled with radios, we will certainly accept a 
beautiful collection like your Zeniths.   
Whenever somebody rolls in with a trunk full of 

stuff, we sort through it and we pull out anything 
that is really rare and unusual or different.  But 
the rest of the stuff we put in the MAARC 
monthly auction.  And so in that sense, MAARC 
members benefit because they get to bid on a lot 
of interesting stuff they would not otherwise have 
access to.   
 
Is there room in your collection for growth, or 
are you cycling radios in and out of your 
collection? 
 No, as I bring in a radio, I have to get rid of 
another one to make space for it.   
 
The club is about preserving history.  What 
would you like to see MAARC preserve for 
the next generation of collectors? 
 When MAARC first started, most people 
were interested in battery sets and sets of the 
1930s.  There were a few people, like Paul 

Top of Brian’s coffee table displaying vacuum tubes. 

Philco lamp radio and Atwater‐Kent in a Kiel table. 
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Farmer, who started collecting transistor radios.  
I think as time goes on, we are going to see more 
people who collect stuff from more recent times.  
Although, I think a wood and chrome art deco 
cabinet from the 1930s is in a different category 
than a radio from the 1970s made of chip board 
and covered with fake wood grain contact paper.   
 At the museum, we are trying to preserve 
milestones.  For example, we have a couple of 
very early cell phones that are as heavy as a 
brick.  We have an early XM-Satellite radio, 
because that is a new type of radio technology. 
We are trying to think about what are these 
milestones as new technology comes along, and 
get at least a couple of examples of artifacts that 
represent new developments.   
 
Do you have any last comments for our 
readers? 
 As an editor, I certainly encourage our 
members to write articles.  We can always use 
more articles.   
 
Thank you for your time and insight! 
 You’re welcome.  Let’s take a tour of my 
collection. [Photos from the tour are on this page. 
-ed.] 
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 Classified Ads 
Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 

Antique Radio Repair: 30 
years experience in repair of 
antique radios and tube 
equipment. Reasonable rates. 
Jay Forbes, 21128 Stonecrop 
Place, Ashburn, VA 20147.  
703-729-9432, jfradio@aol.com.  
www.jfradiorepair.com 

Classes:  The National Capital 
Radio & Television Museum in 
Bowie, Maryland offers classes 
in vintage radio repair/
restoration. Classes are three 
hours per week for ten weeks 
and cover both radio theory 
and hands-on experience (e.g., 
proper soldering and trouble-
shooting).  You have a choice 
of Saturday mornings from 9 to 
noon or a weekday even-
ing. For information, contact 
the Museum at 301-390-1020 
or info@ncrtv.org. 

For Sale by non-member: 
Extremely rare 1930s vintage 
Philco radio built into a 
simulated fireplace. Call or 
email and I will send addition-
al photos. Too big to ship. Pick 
up in Maryland. Taking offers. 
Roberta Oler, 301-384-4499,                  
email: donoler1@verizon.net. 

Wanted - Information and 
parts: I have acquired an RCA 
educational kit from 1941, as 
listed on p. 165 of the 1941 
Allied Radio Catalog as the 
RCA Beginner's Electronics 
Lab Kit, two-tube version. It is 
missing the instruction manual, 
plus the soldering iron and 
microphone. I am seeking to 
restore the missing parts, or at 
least obtain a copy of the 
instruction manual.  
 Please contact Ray Tully at                   
nefertiti123@verizon.net or 
301-424-1301. Any infor-
mation on this kit would be 
appreciated. 

For Sale: Unique commis-
sioned quilted wall-hanging of 
RCA Nipper dog patterned 
after famous stained-glass 
Nipper, 42” wide by 39” long, 
by Colleen Prosise.  Also, 
selected company-made radio-
furniture combinations.  Other 
radios and selected radio-
related items and books.  
Inspection by appointment, 
only, but I can bring some 
items to the Davidsonville 
meetings.  Gerald Schneider, 
3101 Blueford Rd., Kensing-
ton, MD 20985. 301-929-8593.   

Wanted: A MAARC member 
willing to chair the next 
International Radio Restoration 
Contest.  This position was 
formerly held by M. Hainault 
of the the Société Québécoise 
Collectioneurs de Radio 
Anciens (SQCRA) based in 
Quebec, Canada.  Contact Ed 
Lyon at lyon@fred.net or 301-
293-1773.   

For Sale: Vintage Radio & Au-
dio Parts Business.  I have 
been selling radios, audio, 
tubes, Sams, books and parts 
on the Internet since 1998 at    
vintage-electronics.com and by 
catalog for almost 20 years be-
fore that.  However, the ware-
house I’ve been renting is up 
for sale and I might not have a 
home for all these items in the 
near future, so it is time to 
downsize.  For that reason, I 
plan to sell parts of the busi-
ness.  I am offering the Parts, 
Sams and Books segments of 
the business.  The prices are 
very reasonable for any or all 
three of those businesses.  
Please contact John Kendall at 
vintel@comcast.net for more 
information.   

MAARC is going  
Social Media! 
Look for us on  

Facebook and Meetup  
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MAARC Your Calendar! 
Sun. Oct. 18, 2015 RadioFallFest - MAARC’s BIG combined antique radio, vintage audio 

and HAM gear swap meet at the Davidsonville Family Recreation 
Center. See p. 2 for map and directions. FREE admission, tailgating 
and parking.  Food, coffee and drink will be available for purchase 
provided by the Davidsonville Troop of the Boy Scouts of America.  
Gates open at 7am.  Auction starts at 12 noon, or earlier, depending 
on the weather.  

 
Sun. Nov. 22, 2015 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  See 

p. 2 for map and directions.  Tailgating at 11:30 am, meeting at 1 pm.  
Display Table: 1920s homebrew radios  Presentation Topic:  Buying 
on eBay Panel. Moderated by Domi Sanchez 

 
Sun. Dec. 20, 2015 MAARC Meeting at the Sully Station Community Center in Northern 

Virginia.  Tailgating at 11:30 am, meeting at 1 pm.  Display Table: 
Boy’s radios, 2-transistor radios, toy crystal sets..  Presentation 
Topic:  Selling on eBay Panel. Moderated by Domi Sanchez 

 
Sun. Jan. 17, 2016 RadioWinterFest - Combined MAARC-NEM meet held at the 

National Electronic Museum near BWI airport. This will be an all-day 
indoor event. Full details will be provided in the November Radio Age.  

 
Sun. Feb. 21, 2015 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  See 

p. 2 for map and directions.  Tailgating at 11:30 am, meeting at 1 pm.  
Presentation Topic: Super Show and Tell  

 
Visit www.MAARC.org for information about the club, discussion forum, and meeting updates 
Visit www.NCRTV.org for information about the National Capital Radio and Television Museum 

Meeting is on the  
4th Sunday! 


