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M  S : J  K   
Interview by Domi Sanchez 

 

 [Radio Age has had the good fortune to interview a few of its founding members, such as Ed Lyon, 
Brian Belanger and Geoff Shearer.  All of them had mentioned a couple of gentlemen at the epicenter of 
MAARC’s genesis, that being Ted Hannah and Joe Koester.  I was thrilled to have finally caught up with 
Joe at the Antique Radio Swap Meet in Kutztown, Pennsylvania, on this beautiful September 16th day.  
Towards the end of this article, Joe had a few suggestions for MAARC and our sister club organizations 
on how to improve our membership numbers.  I hope this benefits the hobby overall.] 
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Joe, thank you for taking 
some time from this 
exciting event to share 
with us some of your 
history with MAARC and 
radio collecting. Let’s 
start at the beginning by 
telling us a bit about your 
background.   
 I was born in Charles-
ton, WV, where my parents 
bought a 1940 Philco Model 
40-180 from Woodrum’s 
Department Store on Virgin-
ia Street in Charleston (Fig. 
2.)  This was before I came 
along, but it was there in the 
living room from my 
earliest memories. As I grew 
older I was fascinated by 
this wonderful piece of 
furniture that talked and 
entertained us. I would sit in 
front of it and run my 
fingers up the wooden grille 

work that protected the 
speaker and marveled at the 
beautiful red pushbuttons 
that were set for Charles-
ton’s five radio stations at 
the time (WCHS, WCAW, 
WKNA, WTIP & WGKV).  
It had a “Police Band” and I 
can still recall listening to 
the Charleston City Police, 
Kanawha County Sheriff’s 
Department and the West 
Virginia State Police. I 
would look behind at the 
glowing tubes and I can still 
remember the warmth from 
the tubes and pleasant smell 
from the back of the radio.  
This was no doubt the 
beginning of a life-long 
involvement and apprecia-
tion of radio. 
 In the early 1950s we 
got a television and the 
radio was relegated to the 

(Joe—continued on page 3) 
Fig. 1.  Joe Koester in his Radio Shack 
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Subscription to Radio Age begins with the next available issue after 
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year in the US, $36 in Canada, and $60 elsewhere, all payable in 
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MAARC MONTHLY MEETINGS. Most MAARC meetings are 
held at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 3789 Queen 
Anne Bridge Rd., Davidsonville, MD 21035 (map below). From 
U.S. 50, take MD 424 south for 2.5 miles. Turn right on MD 214 for 
0.6 miles, and angle left on Queen Anne Bridge Road for 1.1 miles. 
The entrance will be on your left. January meeting is held at the 
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in Northern Virginia. June meeting is held in Timonium, Maryland. 
Check the calendar on p. 16 for details. 

Map — Davidsonville Family 
Recreation Center (not to scale) 
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dining room at our home on Ellison Road where 
it still kept us informed during the day.  During 
this time I built a crystal radio from an 
advertisement in the magazine Boy’s Life, and 
later another more sophisticated crystal set with a 
variable condenser tuner.  My neighbor chum, 
Peter Hensler, was older and was quite 
technically inclined and he helped me build a  
one-tube radio (with a 1S4 tube if I remember 
right).  We lived close by WTIP’s transmitter and 
I fell asleep many a night looking at the red lights 
on the tower. I built an ARKAY 5-tube AC/DC 
set where I discovered my poor soldering skills, 

(Joe—continued from page 1) Fig. 2. A very young Joe Koester in front of his parents’ 1940 
Philco Model 40‐180 on December 25, 1945, in Charleston, 
WV.   Could there be an octal tube in the stocking? 
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and also that AC/DC sets could shock you. I 
since obtained a couple of ARKAY kit radios like 
the one I built. For Christmas one year I received 
a beautiful Hallicrafters S-76 which I still have. 
 We moved to Clermont, Florida, in the mid-
1950s and I filled the garage with old radios and 
television sets. I built my first Heathkit Citizen’s 
Band radio (a CB-1) there and obtained the first 
CB license in town – 7W1816.  But there was no 
one to talk to.  
 My folks owned an Amoco Service station 
and one day the trash truck came in and I saw a 
guy holding a portable radio which he gave me.  I 
took it to the local radio and television shop to 
get tubes (It then worked) and the technician 
there traded me a 10-inch television chassis for it.  
I got it working and we watched this television, 
less cabinet, using my S-76 as an 
amplifier. One day a fellow came 
in the station and saw a radio I had 
there and ended up buying the old 
Philco’s cabinet for $5 to put a 
speaker in it.  The chassis went to 
the dump (I can’t believe I did 
that!).  
 I went in the Air Force after 
high school and while stationed on 
Shemya Island in the Aleutians I 
got my novice ham license – 
WN4HHL – but never got on the 
air.  From Shemya I went to 
Misawa Air Base in Japan, and 
shortly before leaving there for 
discharge and home in 1964 I read 
an article in Popular Electronics 
entitled “Restore thy Relic” written 
by a fellow named Ted Hannah.  
This renewed my interest in old 
radios and when I got back home I 
found a Majestic Model 90 (Fig. 3) in a junk 
store in Fort Myers, Florida, for $12. 
 In 1966 I started a career with the National 
Security Agency (NSA) in Maryland and I 
bought a Truetone console radio to decorate the 
dining room of my apartment.  Sometime later I 
was reading an article in a classified technical 
journal written by Ted Hannah and a picture of 
him showed a horn speaker in the background.  I 
called him up, found that he was the same Ted 
Hannah who had written the article in Popular 
Electronics that had rekindled my interest in old 
radios and we became fast friends.  
 Lacking an old radio club, I was a frequent 
visitor to any Hamfest, and as I bent over boxes 

of tubes I met several others who shared my 
interest and obtained their names.  Then Ted and 
I were walking around the National Security 
Agency (NSA) HQ building one day at lunch and 
we decided to contact these folks and see if there 
was any interest in starting an antique radio club.  
We met at my home in Laurel, MD, and the Mid-
Atlantic Antique Radio Club was born with about 
16 members. The club took off and prospered 
and grew – it was a stunning success.   
 We had our own newsletter and later bought 
Radio Age from Don Patterson in Augusta, GA, 
and we continued the Radio Age tradition by 
publishing a true journal rather than a radio club 
newsletter. It is a success story in its own right. 
 During the days leading up to the formation 
of MAARC, and during the early years my radio 

collection grew and evolved.  
Like most starting collectors I 
bought everything from plastic 
clock radios to big consoles.  I 
liked the unusual and I still 
profess a love of big multi-tube 
consoles with more than one 
speaker, and also large and 
colorful dials.  This got me 
interested in the big black dial 
Zeniths and E.H. Scott radios.  I 
suppose my mantra is “I never 
met a radio I didn’t like.” I also 
liked many of the unusual 
radios and the novelty tube 
radios.  
 In 1995 I took an 
assignment with a component of 
the Air Force’s Air Intelligence 
Agency in San Antonio, Texas.  
One entire 26-foot truck moved 
my collection, and we were still 

overweight. The Mid-Atlantic region and nearby 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York are 
great antique radio picking grounds. Texas was 
not like what I was used to.  I was suffering radio 
withdrawal, and instead of driving less than 10 
miles to a MAARC meeting it was 200 miles to 
Houston or 270 to Dallas!  So I met some local 
collectors and we started another radio club 
serving the San Antonio-Austin area, the “Texas 
Antique Radio Club.” It is a vibrant organization 
and is still going strong. Having a club there 
helped me keep my sanity as I was not very 
happy with my job. 
 I took an early retirement from the 
government in 1998 and we moved to Lake Tansi 

Fig. 3. Majes c Model 90.  Image  
source: www.digitaldeli p.com 



Radio Age   October 2016                           page 5 

 

in Crossville, Tennessee.  The first order of 
business was to build an outbuilding for the radio 
collection, the “Radio Shack” which was a 
combination work shop, ham radio station, and 
radio museum (Fig. 4.)   
 Although I was not in a radio-rich area like I 
had enjoyed in earlier years, I was now free to 
travel to meets, and I frequently attended meets 
in Charlotte, NC; the MAARC meets in MD; 
AWA in NY; VPRS in TX; and regional meets in 
KY, MI, IL, OH, and now Kutztown, which I 
enjoy immensely. 
 Following 9/11, I volunteered to return to 
work and started in November 2001 and worked 
at NSA HQ for 4 months.  I was able to once 
again attend MAARC meetings and the 
wonderful museum in Bowie where I helped out 
some on the weekends.  In 2002 I was asked to 
work with the Army at Fort Gordon, GA, and 
following training I reported in February 2003 
and provided intelligence support to our forces in 
Kuwait and Iraq.  I retired for good in April 2003.  
 Also in retirement I began to look in other 
areas and I ran for election to the Cumberland 
County Commission in 2006, and lost by one 
vote.  I ran again in 2010 and won by a large 
majority.  I served for 4 years, which was 
something I was honored and pleased to do. 
 

What are your other 
hobbies?   
 I am a ham radio 
operator, call sign 
W4NSA.  I wanted a 
“W” call, wanted it to 
be in the 4 call area, 
and the last three 
letters fit me to a tee. 
So when I found that 
vanity call was 
available I applied for 
it!   
 Really, most of the 
things I collect are 
radio related.  I have a 
couple of accout-
rements, like a few 
clocks or art deco 
pictures that would sit 
on top of the radios.  I 
have a radio antennae 
light from the ‘20s, a 

Zenith advertising sign, an advertising clock 
from a radio station in Iowa and a radio station 
clock and sign from a station located at the 
corners of Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana.  I got 
rid of a number of those things when I auctioned 
off a lot of my stuff back in 2004.   
 
Was that about the time you moved?   
 We moved in December of ’98, but I had so 
many radios so we had Richard Estes come in 
with a truck and he auctioned off a bunch of my 
stuff.  I had so much and it was so crammed and 
crowded that when I would go upstairs in my 
radio shack, a 24 by 28 two story space, I would 
think, “oh my gosh!”  There was just too much, I 
would turn the light off and go back downstairs.  
As a result I really couldn’t enjoy my collection.  
Gerry Schneider would say that I warehoused 
radios, and he would be right.   So we had to 
clear them out.  I gradually built back up and  
fine-tuned the collection.  I’m in the process 
where I need to get rid of some. Unfortunately, I 
never saw a radio I didn’t like.  I have this certain 
affliction regarding consoles.  “Console-i-tus” 
Cliff Hensley would say.  I’m trying to get cured 
of that.   
 
Before this interview, I just witnessed Joe 
loading up three consoles into his trailer.  Does 
the grandfather radio count as a console? 
 Definitely not! (laughing)  

Fig. 4.  Joe’s Radio Shack in Tennessee 
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Do most of the consoles go into the radio 
shack? 
 Yes (Fig 5). We have three in the house, a 
Zenith and a Scott in the living room, and another 
Zenith in the family room.  We also have a Zenith 
chrome front 835 (Fig. 9) in our family room, but 
that doesn’t count as a console.  We do have two 
small chairside radios in the guest room that 
serve as bedside tables. 
 
How does Kathy feel about all these consoles? 
 Well, she’s been involved in this long enough 
that I think she’s … 
 
given up? 
 (Laughing) After what she’s seen in 
Maryland and Texas, it’s nice we have a separate 
out building.   
 
I recall you conducting a wood refinishing 
seminar at a RadioActivity event.    
 Yes, and it was on the heels of a two-part 
article I did for Radio Age in June and August of 
2009.  The two articles are also on the 
MAARC.org website available exclusively to our 
members.  The nice thing about it being on-line is 
that the pictures are in color. 
 
I would love to hear you do another 
presentation at the next RadioActivity!  Until 
then, what is your favorite tip you constantly 

go to when refinishing a 
wooden cabinet? 
 I think the first thing 
you’ve got to do is to 
determine whether the radio 
would be best served by 
simply cleaning it well or if 
had reached the point 
where it needs to be 
refinished.  If it needs to be 
refinished, go ahead and 
strip it. Then you want to 
secure all your wood.  You 
want to make sure anything 
that is loose is glued down.  
Fill in any dings or dents, 
and make any veneer or 
trim repairs.  Give it a light 
sanding, being careful 
around the corners.  Sand it 
up to 220 grit.  You will 
want to fill the grain with a 
neutral grain filler, and then 

stain it. You can stain it and fill it with a colored 
wood filler.  I’ve done both methods and have 
gotten good results with both.  If I use a walnut 
or mahogany colored grain filler, I can stain it 
first then apply the filler.  It has the effect of 
darkening the radio because the grain filler will 
impart some of its color on top of the stained 
wood.  You cannot put un-stained filler on top of 
stained wood because it will look like white flour 
and you will have to stain it again.   
 Grain filling is important 
because it will give you a 
professional finish.  Once you 
filled in the grain, you want to 
give it a shot of nitrocellulose 
lacquer. Some people use a 
sanding sealer first.  I use 
Deft® lacquer (Fig 6.)  You can 
get it in satin, semi-gloss, or 
gloss.  I prefer semi-gloss or 
satin.  You really don’t want to 
use gloss because it can be 
unnatural [incorrect for the 
period.]  The next thing you 
want to do is any toning.  The 
shoulder around the top could 
be a different color.  The base 
will normally be a different or 
darker color.  You may have 
some vertical pieces that are a 
different shade.  Then you need 
to do some detailing that would 

Fig. 5.  A healthy collec on of Zenith console radios sca ered around the Radio Shack   

Fig. 6. Can of De  
spray lacquer 
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be applied to the inside 
[edges] of the speaker grille.  
Basically I use a water 
soluble black gesso.  It dries 
flat. Then you shoot it with 
some lacquer and it will give 
you a semi-gloss finish.   It 
will protect the wood and 
give you a finished look 
around all those intricate 
grilles.  Once you’ve done 
your detailing and toning, I 
usually shoot four to eight 
coats of lacquer on the radio.  
I set it off the side to let it dry 
a day or so (Fig 7.)  Then I 
go over it with some steel 
wool to take the sheen off of 
it, and it evens the coat out.  
Lastly, I put a coat of good 
quality wax on it.   
 
In your presentation, I 
remembered you talked 
about humidity.   
 Yes, 70 percent is the 
threshold. The first time [I 
refinished a radio] in 
Maryland, I refinished an Atwater-Kent.  I shot it 
[with lacquer] and it must have been 95 percent 
humidity.  It turned white!  The lacquer captured 
the humidity and just ruined it.  So when I was at 
work on a beautiful Spring day, I would call the 
weather bureau.  If the humidity was below 70 
percent, I would call the boss and tell him I was 
taking the afternoon off.  I had to get my 
priorities straight! The other thing I’ve 
discovered when I was spraying lacquer out in 
the backyard was that insects were drawn to the 
smell of lacquer.  It was like I was creating 
amber.  Then the dandelions would fly from 
across the neighbor’s yard and landed in the 
lacquer, and once I had a bird dropping hit it. So 
you have to be careful and watch for things like 
that.  But lacquer is very forgiving.  If you get a 
run in you lacquer, you can take some lacquer 
thinner on a rag and wipe it off and spray it 
again.  That’s what I love about lacquer, it’s so 
easy to work with.  A lot of times I will take my 
lacquer out of the quart cans and put them in jars.  
I had a little Emerson radio I was refinishing, and 
I grabbed a jar, loaded the gun, and started to 
spray it. Something didn’t smell right.  I had 
sprayed with polyurethane.  I called Deft up and 

asked if I can cover the polyurethane with 
lacquer.  They said I couldn’t do that.  I looked at 
the radio again and although it wasn’t what they 
used originally, it still looked pretty good.  If 
someone sees that radio sitting on the shelf, no 
one can tell it’s not lacquer, but I won’t do that 
again!  If you do get a radio done in 
polyurethane, it’s much harder to strip off.  Eric 
Stenberg did an article on refinishing and he uses 
lacquer thinner for stripper.  I found a company 
in Crossville (bencosales.com) and they make 
their own stripper.  I buy a five-gallon bucket of 
it for about $60.  It’s a stronger grade than the 
stuff you buy at the hardware store, and much 
more economical.  
 If you need to do a little touch-up, buy one of 
those spray cans of lacquer, rather than getting all 
the equipment out.  But if I’ve got a good spray 
day, I would take three or four consoles out and 
spray them one by one.  By the time I get to the 
last one, the first one was dry enough so I could 
spray it again. When we were in Arizona, the 
humidity was something like 4 percent and the 
temperature was in the 80s.  I would hit one side, 
go to the next and by the time I get to the first 
side, it was dry enough to apply another coat.   

Fig. 7.  An assembly line of consoles awai ng various stages of refinishing  
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 I was never a really good electronic 
technician, and called on more experienced 
collectors to help in some of my restorations.  
Ted Hannah is an excellent technician, and so is 
Ed Lyon, and there are many others. They give 
freely and willingly of their time and expertise. 
Here in Tennessee my radio buddies Joe Zahnen 
and Cliff Hensley will fix up some of my messes 
and I refinish cabinets in trade.  I started working 
on the cabinets and progressed from applying 
polyurethane with a broom to lacquer with a 
sprayer and find that I really do enjoy making the 
cabinets look good again. I really enjoyed writing 
up that article for Radio Age on cabinet 
restoration.  Brian Belanger did such an excellent 
job of editing it and putting it together. 
 
We talked to other members about “focusing” 
their collection.  It sounds like you had plenty 
of opportunities to do that.  How successful 
had you been with focusing your radio 
collection? 
 Radio has always held a central place in my 
life, from the early days in front of the 1940 
Philco, to the present.  My local travelling 
buddies Cliff, Joe and Jim Moffett from San 
Antonio claim that “I never saw a console that I 
didn’t like.”  There may be some truth in that 
statement, although I claim to be on the road to 
recovery.  
 In the beginning, everyone goes through an 
acquisition phase.  I liked novelty radios when I 
started out. Grandfather clock radios, consoles 
and others.  Then I got to a point where I started 
to refine my tastes.  My focus now is on multi-
tube, multi-speaker radios, which generally have 
to be consoles, like Zeniths and Scotts.  I’ve got 
about a dozen Scotts and I’ve got about 25 Zenith 
consoles.  For some reason the high tube count 

consoles like E. H. Scott and McMurdo Silver 
keep calling out to me.   I like the big black dial 
Zeniths most, so for favorites maybe in the 
console corner the 1937 Zenith 12U159 and in 
the table models it would be the 1935 chrome 
front radios.  I have the Models 835 and 809, and 
would like to obtain the Model 829, and of 
course the 1938 Walton Zenith holds a special 
place.  I like the way Zeniths sound, I like the 
way they’re made.  My first love are Zeniths, 
then Scotts (Figs. 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13).  
 
What percentage of your radios are working? 
 At one point it was about 60 to 70 percent. 
But I realize that collectors will often want an 
unrestored radio.  So when a radio [enters my 
collection], first and foremost, it’s got to look 
good enough to be displayed, or it’s going to be 
refinished to look better.  But certain high-
performance radios are going to be restored.  
 
That makes perfect sense.  Recalling Ed 
Lyon’s interview, any time you restore a radio, 
it is no longer considered in its original 
condition.  Some collectors would rather have 
a radio in its original condition, but some 
would rather have the radio working. 
 You know what? We all don’t like blonds. 
Really, whatever floats your boat, that’s great!  
When I restore a radio, I replace all the paper 
capacitors with little orange drops or the small 
yellow capacitors.  I’ll put the electrolytics under 
the chassis.  With some radios, I’ve taken the 
cans apart and put the electrolytics in the cans.  
Some people will take the paper capacitors, 
hollow them out, put the new capacitors in them 
and reseal them with wax.  Technically it’s not 
original, but it does have the original paper 
sleeve.  I don’t think most people will care.  If I 
want to play it, I want to see it’s been restored 
professionally and it looks good.  I’ve seen leads 
twisted together, leads left long and lousy work.  
I would rather see someone dress the capacitors 
and put clean bends on the wires so it looks 
professional.  An all-original radio means that it 
has all the bad capacitors in it and it has all the 
wear and tear on it.  If your wife will let you put 
it in the living room, fine! 
 
Do you have any radios from abroad? 
 I have a little radio I got in Vietnam.  It was a 
small radio that the counter-insurgency people 
would give to the village chief.  It is a little 
plastic transistor radio with an ear plug.  The 

(Joe—continued on page 11) 

Fig. 8.  A number of chassis awai ng refurbishing 
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T  F  W  T  
B  D  S  

[I pass by this building every day to work and noticed this unassuming plaque with a significant 
piece of history written on it. The pictures of the building and plaque were taken with my modern 
cell phone as a salute to the cell phone's past.] 

 Tidbits 

The plaque reads:  From the top floor of this building 
was sent on June 3, 1880 over a beam of light to 1325 L 
Street, the first wireless telephone message in the history of 
the world.  The apparatus used in sending the message was 
the photophone invented by Alexander Graham Bell, inven-
tor of the telephone.  This plaque was placed here by Alexan-
der Gram Bell Chapter Telephone Pioneers of America 
March 3, 1947,  the centennial of Dr. Bell’s Birth. 

The receiving half of the 1880 photophone opti-
cal telecommunication system.  

The transmitting half of the 1880 photophone 
optical telecommunication system. Notice the 
path of the sunlight being modulated. 

Above: Drawing of the photophone receiver 
showing how light is modulated into sound.   

The Franklin School Building was built in 1869 
and is located at 13 & K St, NW, Washington DC 
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Vic at the Laurel's Tastee Diner on June 9, 2013.  
Photo by Richard Friend 

Frank C. Waddel, 72, of Odenton, MD, peace-
fully passed away on September 13, 2016. Frank 
is survived by his loving wife of nearly 50 years.   
In lieu of flowers, the family is asking loved ones 
to send a donation in Frank Waddel’s name to the 
National Capitol Radio and Television Muse-
um.  The information for the Museum is the fol-
lowing: 
National Capitol Radio and Television Museum 
P.O. Box 1809, Bowie, MD  20716-1392 

MAARC M  R  
W            . 

Victor Herbert Forney, 73, of Berwyn Heights, 
MD.  January 3, 1943 - August 28, 2016. Vic is 
survived by his wife, Nancy Forney.  In lieu of 
flowers please make a donation to 
www.gideons.org. 

Fig. 9.  Grouping of images from Joe’s 
collec on.  The Zenith 835 is in the 
upper right picture.  No ce  Joe’s past 
license plates includes ZENITH and 
MAARC in the picture below. 
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village chief would listen to Radio Saigon, the 
only frequency it would tune to, then he would 
recite to the village what he was hearing on the 
radio.  I had two or three of the German 
Volksempfanger radios from WWII.  I don’t have 
them now and regret I don’t have one.  I have a 
couple of Canadian radios.  The more common 
foreign radios we come in contact with are 
British or German.  Those great big German 
radios with the piano key buttons with a high 
gloss finish don’t do much for me.  
 
What advice would you give to a new collector 
or new member of MAARC? 
 One of the nice things about radio collecting 
and radio clubs is the friendships and the bonds 
that you establish.  I go to meets where I see 
friends and acquaintances that I only see every 
year or so, and they are like family.  And there 
are so many quality people that you come in 
contact with, and MAARC is loaded with them. I 
know of at least two friends that got involved in 
collecting antique radios – one claimed it saved 
his life, and the other I know his life was 
extended by having something to get interested 
and involved in. And we have all derived so 
much enjoyment and had so much fun with this 
hobby! 
 

(Joe—Continued from page 8) 

Before this interview, I 
was talking to Dave 
Snellman of the 
Delaware Valley His-
toric Radio Club 
(www.DVHRC.com) 
about improving our 
membership numbers 
across all clubs in this 
hobby.  You have the 
unique perspective of 
attending many radio 
clubs and even start-
ing two clubs. That is 
a lot more than many 
of us have done.  What 
advice or what would 
you like to see happen 
that would help im-
prove the health of 
our radio clubs? 
 This is a difficult 
thing and we face it in 
the ham radio hobby, 

too.  Because why would you put up a big 
antenna and buy very expensive radios when you 
can do all that with a hand-held cell phone?  In 
the ham radio hobby they found a way to merge 
the new technology with the old technology.  
They’ve developed the Internet Radio Linking 
Project (www.irlp.net) and another technology 
called ECHOlink (www.echolink.org).  You can 
link your computer into a radio repeater or node.  
I recently linked my computer into a node in 
Croatia and from there, I went to Sarajevo.  I 
began talking to a guy named Ivan.  When you 
link on the node, your call sign pops up on the 
site and everyone sees it.  A guy from Canada, 
Boris, joined in the conversation.  I’ve talked to 
guys from all over the world, such as Melbourne, 
London, and a fellow driving home from work in 
Charleston, West Virginia.  I kerchunked a 
repeater in Budapest, Hungary, but no one was 
listening.  When we merge new technologies 
with the old, some of the new techies may 
become interested in ham radio. 
 So what about our hobby?  Well, we can have 
demonstrations and bring young kids and young 
people in and show them vintage radios.  I 
remember years ago in Maryland a young man, 
about 17 years old, who collected German 
radios.  We had a picture of him with about 15 of 
them piled up.  Vincent Milone just dropped by 
and he’s 21.  He’s been involved in this hobby 

Fig. 10.  A sampling of Joe’s collec on.  There is some radio diversity in his Zenith collec on! 
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for about three or four years.  He’s learned how 
to repair and refinish radios.   
 The Michigan radio club called their big meet 
the Vintage Electronics Expo 
(www.michiganantiqueradio.org) and include 
things not necessary antique radios.   
 
It’s one thing to say, “too bad” about this or 
that club as they begin to sunset, but is there 
something we can do collectively and unite 
under one banner, similar to what ARRL is for 
the ham community?   
 One of the closest clubs to MAARC is in 
Charlotte, NC, and also the DVHRS.  Charlotte 
hosts the first major meet of the year anywhere 
close to our area, and it is very well run. One of 
the things that we should do is attend other 
meets.  If we have more of a MAARC presence 
at other meets we can see and exchange ideas.  
The club down there had an event called Radio 
Rescue, where people would bring radios in and 
the club would tell them what is was worth, if 
they could be restored and what it was cost to 
restore them.  If it wasn’t worth much, they can 
include it in a walk-around auction and it will 
move from one collector to another.  The Texas 
Antique Radio Club picked up on this idea – a 
great example of cross-pollination. 
 Early on, the Antique Radio Club of Illinois 
(ARCI) club president was Joe Willis.  Joe talked 
to Jim Clark in Michigan and me in Maryland.  
As a result, the Michigan and Maryland clubs 

formed about the same 
time.  Joe shared with us 
some of his experience with 
his ARCI club 
(www.antique-radios.org).  
So there was some cross 
pollination there.  But I 
think we need to exchange 
our newsletters and the 
boards, officers and Pres-
idents could communicate 
more and even coordinate 
their meets, so as not to 
have a conflict or near-
conflict, etc.   
 This could result in a 
clearing house of sorts for 
our events so we don’t end 
up scheduling our events on 
top of one another with a 
decent space between 
them.  I’m proud to see 

that DVHRC is now advertising in Radio Age.  
  
That’s exactly the kind of advice we need.  
Thank you, Joe!  Another idea MAARC has 
been tossing around is finding where various 
hobbies intersect.  It may not be a good fit to 
invite model railroading into our hobby, but 
would make perfect sense to invite tube 
collectors, musicians who use tube amplifiers, 
or high-end audiophiles to our hobby. 
 Put the word “electronics” in your event and 
that can encompass a lot of different things.  One 
of the things we did when I worked at NSA is 
that I got permission to bring a radio display in.  
NSA had an Agency newsletter and they did a 
little article on me and it showed a picture of a 
couple of my radios. The article included a 
crossword puzzle.  On the heels of that article, I 
contacted our security.  It was a big deal to allow 
a radio on the campus.  They let me set up a 
display in the hallway of all these radios.  It was 
on display in a glass cabinet for several weeks.  
We got three or four NSA employees to join 
MAARC!  I was thinking about seeing if we 
could set up a similar display at CIA as we had 
some members there also.   A lot of people our 
age worked at NSA and grew up listening to 
these radios.  I met Willie Sessoms who read that 
article, called me, we became friends and he 
joined the club.   
 

(Joe– continued on page 14) 

Fig. 11.  Another wall of beau ful radios with space for a few more 
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 MAARC M    M ! 

MAARC Members Represented at Kutztown 
Photos by James McClyde 

 

A  number of MAARC members attended the Fall Kutztown Radio 
Show at the Renninger's Antique and Farmer's Market located at 

740 Noble Street, Kutztown, PA 19530.  This is perhaps the largest 
radio swap meet in the nation and is sponsored by the Delaware Valley 
Historic Radio Club (www.dvhrc.com).  MAARC newsletters and 
brochures were  handed out at three tables hosted by Geoff Shearer, Joe 
Koester, and  Domi Sanchez.  Pictured clockwise, Barry and Betty 
Callis, Eric Stenberg and Randy Warren, Willie Sessoms, Jim Wilson, 
Domi Sanchez and Hale Adams.   

MAARC welcomes the following new members! 
• Scott Danneleer, Elizabeth City, NC  
• David & Lora Grant, Braidwood, IL  
• Steve Hess, Spring Grove, PA  
• Frank Pereto, Quincy, MA  
• Dan Rosen, Lutherville, MD  
• Ted Rudie, Glen Burnie, MD  
• Joe Tarnopol, Alexandria, VA  
• Maurice Yaglom, Rockville, MD  
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That’s an exciting idea!  Our club members 
could sponsor a display where they work. 
 We had displays at the Silver Spring and at 
the Laurel Mall.  People would come out and it 
would generate an interest.  The next thing you 
know, they would be buying radios and join the 
club.   
 
The display at the Silver Spring Mall was the 
one that got me hooked into the hobby, so 
what you’re suggesting does work! 
 Let people see them and let them learn about 
old radios.  I was able to set up a radio display 
inside a secured compound, and the only people 
that were going to see it were NSA folks, so I 
know it’s quite possible for other folks to set up a 
display where they work.   
 
Do you have any closing comments for our 
MAARC members? 
 I think MAARC is something we can be 
extremely proud of.  We’ve grown, we’ve come 
through difficult times in the collecting 
community, we’ve prospered and we continue to 
go forward.  I think it’s a credit, not only to the 
leadership, but the members of the club who care 
deeply for it.  MAARC was built on the premise 
of sharing knowledge.  How many times people 
have gone up to Ed Lyon or Brian Belanger with 
a technical problem, or other people, and ask for 
historical context?  They are the fount of 
knowledge!   
 
What I’ve discovered is that we have such a 
wealth of experience amongst our members.  A 
couple of years ago at one of our monthly 
meets, I was talking to Ray Donik and a few 
others about how to glue a couple of pieces of 
veneer together so it looked seamless.  Hearing 
these guys talk, it dawned on me that there is a 
wealth of knowledge here that has to be 
shared.  So we began to invite our members to 
speak on panels about various topics, such as 
wood refinishing, polishing, selling or buying 
on eBay. 
 Yes, such as Ed’s radio repair clinic and the 
classes at the Bowie Museum (NCRTV.org).   
 
I understand that the classes at the museum 
have been sold out every time they offer it!  Do 
you have any last comments for our readers? 
 I still enjoy recruiting new members for 
MAARC and most often they tell me they are 
glad I encouraged (or hounded) them to join. 

(Joe—continued from page 12) 

Honestly, handing them a copy of a quality 
publication like Radio Age is all it takes to close 
the deal!  A vibrant club or organization like 
MAARC pulls kindred souls together and they 
derive so much from the association with other 
collectors, experts, historians and just plain 
admirers of old radios. I think the “closet 
collectors” miss out on a lot by not associating 
and sharing with other collectors.  Most of us 
will admit that the “acquisition” phase can cause 
a rapid heartbeat, and oft times a similar reaction 
comes from the spouse or significant other.  I am 
so fortunate that Kathy has supported and 
endured my collecting and involvement in old 
radios, and she is a keeper too!  

[Joe may be contacted at jwkoest@charter.net] 

Fig. 12.  The Walton corner  

Fig. 13.  One last glimpse of Joe’s fabulous collec on of 
Zenith consoles and awards 



Radio Age   October 2016                           page 15 

 

 

Ads are free of charge to club members. Please, one ad per member per month, 
limited to 100 words. All ads are subject to editing. Ads will not be repeated 
unless resubmitted. Send ads to editors, whose addresses are on page 2. The 
usual deadline for receipt of ads is the 1st of the month preceding publication. 
No phone-in ads, please, but email is welcomed. 

Antique Radio Repair: 30 
years experience in repair of 
antique radios and tube 
equipment. Reasonable rates. 
Jay Forbes, 21128 Stonecrop 
Place, Ashburn, VA 20147.  
703-729-9432, jfradio@aol.com.  
www.jfradiorepair.com 

Classes:  The National 
Capital Radio & Television 
Museum in Bowie, Maryland 
offers classes in vintage radio 
repair/restoration. Classes are 
three hours per week for ten 
weeks and cover both ra-
dio theory and hands-on 
experience (e.g., proper 
soldering and troubleshoot-
ing).  You have a choice of 
Saturday mornings from 9 to 
noon or a weekday even-
ing. For information, contact 
the Museum at 301-390-1020 
or info@ncrtv.org. 

For Sale: The National 
Capital Radio & Television 
Museum has a large supply and 
variety of tubes for sale for 
radios and ham radios, at prices 
lower that most any tube 
supplier. We also have a large 
offering of TV tubes at below 
market prices. For info on price 
and availability of tubes, email 
us at: tubes@ncrtv.org 

MAARC is now using 
Social Media! 
Look for us on  
Facebook  

The December and April MAARC mee ngs are held at  
Sully Sta on near the Dulles Airport.   
Address is 5101 Sequoia Farm Drive, Centerville, VA. 20120. 

Wanted: Zenith 870 or 829 
chassis for parts.  Please 
contact Barry and Betty Callis 
at betty3689@aol.com 

Vintage Electronics Repair: 
Restoration and repair of vin-
tage radios, test equipment, 
and audio. I specialize in repair 
and re-building of hard-to-find 
components---"no problem too 
difficult".  

• Electrical Repair and    
Restoration 

• Component Rebuilding 
For more information, visit 
http://services.pixellany.com/ 
Mark Herring, Annapolis, MD 
443-949-9785 
mark@pixellany.com 

RadioWinterFest is at the Na onal Electronics Museum 
Address is 1745 W. Nursery Road, Linthicum, MD, 21090 
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Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club 
c/o Geoff Shearer 
14408 Brookmere Dr. 
Centreville, VA 20120-4107 

MAARC Your Calendar! 
Sun. Oct 16, 2016 RadioFallFest at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  See 

p. 2 for map and directions.  Gates open at 8 a.m., Auction at 12 noon 
(or earlier, depending on weather) 

 
Sun. Nov 20, 2016 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  See 

p. 2 for map and directions.  Tailgating at 11:30 a.m., meeting at         
1 p.m.  Display Table: Horn Speakers and Presentation Topic: 
Repairing Horn Drivers by Mike Kendall 

 
Sun. Dec 18, 2016 MAARC Meeting at the Sully Station Community Center (5101 

Sequoia Farm Drive, Centerville, VA. 20120). See p. 15 for map.  
Tailgating at 11:30 a.m., meeting at 1:00 p.m.  Display Table: Allied 
Radio Knight Kits.  Presentation Topic: Radio Kits by Ed Lyon 

 
Sun. Jan 15, 2017 RadioWinterFest. Combined MAARC-NEM meet held at the 

National Electronic Museum near BWI airport. See p. 15 for map. This 
will be an all-day indoor event. 

 
Sun. Feb. 19, 2017 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  See 

p. 2 for map and directions.  Tailgating at 11:30 a.m., meeting at         
1 p.m.  Presentation Topic: Super Show and Tell  

 
Sun. Mar 19, 2017 MAARC Meeting at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center.  See 

p. 2 for map and directions.  Tailgating at 11:30 a.m., meeting at         
1 p.m.  Display Table: 1950s clock radios and Presentation Topic:  
High-end audio by Steve McAllister  

 
Visit us on Facebook at MAARCDavidsonville  
Visit www.MAARC.org for information about the club, and discussion forum 
Visit www.NCRTV.org for information about the National Capital Radio and Television Museum 


