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WGN Radio presents the Cubs broadcast team
for the 90’s. A team spanning 3 generations of
baseball history. Play-by-play announcer Thom
Brennaman, Cubs legend Ron Santo and All Star
catcher Bob Brenly will cover all the bases all
scason long. From pre-game excitement to post-
locker room analysis (and a certain Hall-of-Famer
named Harry in the middle innings), they've Chicago’s favorite lineup.
IFrom Chicago’s favorite radio station, WGN Radio. WG N

720
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With segments like the "PNS Hit
Parade.” WGN's female team brings
a unique slant to afternoon radio.
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by BILL. DAHL
An update on radio personalities
from Chicago's past.

122 DICK BARTLEY

by STEVEN COHN

Ex-Chicagoan Barttey and his blasts
from the past now fan the nation's
oldies flame.

14 Len waLTER

by DAN WITTE

WBBM-AM's Walter is the wizard
of LaSalle Street with his twice-
hourly reports from the Stock
Exchange floor.
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188 KeITH MIDDLETON &
MY THREE SONS
by DAWN WESTLAKLE
It’s all i the family radio for this clan
blessed with clear voices and good
diction

20 RoCK "N’ ROLL RADIO
by LINDA CAIN
\ nostalgic look at Chicago s original
AM rock n'roll statrons and the
daring jocks who put the boom in
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26 PATTI HAZE

Iy DAN KENING
Haze has hecome classic rock’s classy
lady at WCKG-FM

28 JOHN ROONEY &
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by GEORGI CASTLE
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<3 22 CATHERINE JOHNS
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RADIO Formats
Glossary

Adult Contemporary (AC):
Top 40 for baby boomers. A.k.a. adult rock or lite rock. Similar to

CHR (see below) format. Includes artists like Flton John, Gloria
Estefan, Chicago.

Adult Standards/Big Band:

Mixes non-rock oldies, easy listening, nostalgia and big band music
from the '40s through '70s. For example, Tommy Dorsey, The Andrews
Sisters, Frank Sinatra, Barbra Streisand, Anne Murray.

Album Oriented Rock (AOR):

Format empbhasizes lengthy sets of rock music rather than DJ person-
ality. Some stations stick to mainstream artists (Rolling Stones,

Tom Petty, Aerosmith), while others include alternative acts

(Big Audio Dynamite, Sugarcubes, Depeche Mode).

Black Adult Contemporary:

New hybrid format blends current urban contemporary hits with
R&B/soul oldies from the "60s-'80s.

Classic Rock:
AOR spinoff for rock fans over 18. Familiar songs from the '60s-'80s

by core bands like the Stones, the Who, Led Zeppelin, Genesis
and Pink Floyd.

Contemporary Hit Radio (CHR):

Top 40 under a new name. Aimed at teens and young adults. Includes
cross-section of music from AOR and urban formats. Everything from
Paula Abdul to Bon Jovi.

Easy Listening:
A.k.a. easy contemporary. Once known as beautiful music, the kind
played in elevators and offices.

New Adult Contemporary:

Combines new age, light jazz and adult contemporary music.
Emphasis on contemporary jazz fusion instrumentals by Larry
Carlton, Montreaux, Jean Luc Ponty. Some vocals by Basia,
Al Jarreau, Anita Baker.

Nostalgia:
Big band and other non-rock oldies from the +0s-’50s. Also variety
programs from radio’s Golden Age (Jack Benny, Green Hornet).

Oldies:

Rock and pop hits, golden oldies, from the late *50s to early "70s.

Talk:

Mostly nonmusical, personality-oriented stations that air calls from
listeners. Formats range from serious to silly to full-service (news,
weather, traffic, sports).

Urban Contemporary:
Top 40 geared for younger black listeners. CHR format plays crossover
urban/dance artists like Janee Jackson, Bobhy Brown.
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Radio Station

I IDIBXK

by format

B Adult Contemporary
WCGO AM WFYR FM
WKKD FM WLIT FM
WNUA FM WTMX FM
WVAZ FM WYSY FM
WXEZ AM, FM

H Adult Rock
WABT FM WAIT FM
WCBR FM WCKG FM
WLUP AM, FM WXRT FM

B Blues
WBEZ FM WGCI AM
WNIB FM WVON AM
WXRT FM

B Broadway Hits
WJJD AM

B Business/Finance

WBBM AM WMAQ AM

WBEE AM WNVR AM
B Classical

WFMT FM WNIB FM

B Contemporary

Christian
WMBI FM WYLL FM
B Contemporary
Hits/Top 40
WBBM FM WKQX FM
WXLC FM WYTZ FM
WAIT FM
B Country
WAUR AM WUSN FM
WCCQ FM
B Dance
WBBM FM WGCI FM
WLUW FM WXRT FM
Wl Easy Listening
WAIT AM WJJD AM
B Ethnic
WAIT AM WCEV AM
WCRW AM WEDC AM
WKTA AM WPNA AM
WSBC AM WVVX FM
B Gospel
WBEE AM WGCI AM
WCEV AM WSBC AM
WVON AM

B Heavy Metal

WKTA AM

B Jazz
WAIT FM
WBEZ FM
WGC| AM
WNIB FM
WVAZ FM

B New Age
WDCB FM

M News
WAIT AM
WBBM AM
WJKL FM
WLS AM
WMRO AM

WVVX FM

WBEE AM
WDCB FM
WLNR FM
WNUA FM
WXRT FM

WNUA FM

WAUR AM
WGN AM

WKRS AM
WMAQ AM
WNVR AM

B Oldies/Nostalgia

Big Bands

WJJD AM

B Oldies/Rock

WAIT FM
WKKD AM

¥ Religious
WBEE AM
WKTA AM
WPNA AM

B Spanish
WCGO AM
WEDC AM
WMBI AM
WSBC AM

M Sports
WBBM AM
WKKD AM
WMAQ AM

WJIKL FM

WJIMK FM
WVAZ FM

WCEV AM
WMBI AM, FM

WCRW AM
WIND AM

WOJO FM
WTAQ AM

WGN AM
WLUP AM

B Urban Contemporary

WGCI FM
WVAZ FM

M Variety/Talk

WAIT AM
WwBBM AM
WGCI AM
WGN AM
WKKD AM
WLS AM
WVON AM

WLNR FM

WAUR AM
WBEZ FM
WCGO AM
WJJD AM
WKRS AM
WLUP AM, FM
WVVX FM

by Call Letters

Page
WAIT AM 850 36
WAUR AM 930 36
WBBM AM 780 37
WBEE AM 1570 37
WCEV AM 1450 38
WCGO AM 1600 38
WCRW AM 1240 39
WEDC AM 1240 39
WGCI AM 1390 40
WGN AM 720 40
WIND AM 560 41
WJJD AM 1160 41
WKKD AM 1580 42
WKRS AM 1220 42
WKTA AM 1330 43
WLS AM 890 43
WLUP AM 1000 44
WMAQ AM 670 44
WMBI AM 1110 45
WNVR AM 1030 45
WPNA AM 1490 46
wSBC AM 1240 46
WTAQ AM 1300 47
WVON AM 1450 47
WXEZ AM 820 48
WABT FM 103.9 48
WAIT FM 105.5 49
WBBM FM 96.3 49
WBEZ FM 91.5 50
WCBR FM 92.7 50
WCCQ FM 98.3 51
WCKG FM 105.9 51
WDCB FM 90.9 52
WFMT FM 98.7 52
WFYR FM 103.5 53
WGCI FM 107.5 53
WJKL FM 943 54
WIMK FM 104.3 54
WKKD FM 95.9 55
WKQX FM 1011 55
WLIT FM 93.9 56
WLNR FM 106.3 56
WLUP FM 97.9 57
WLUW FM 88.7 57
WMBI FM 90.1 58
WNIB FM 971 58
WNUA FM 95.5 59
WOJO FM 1051 59
WTMX FM 101.9 60
WUSN FM 99.5 60
WVAZ FM 102.7 61
WVVX FM 1031 61
WXEZ FM 100.3 62
WXLC FM 102.3 62
WXRT FM 93.1 63
WYLL FM 106.7 63
WYSY FM 107.9 64
WYTZ FM 94.7 64

The Radio Guides were prepared based on
information supplied by the radio stations.
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GEORGE CASTLE DAWN WESTLAKE
CINDY PEARLMAN is an entertatnment writer.
Her work has been syndicated through the
New York Times and has appeared in the
Chicago Sun-Times, US. Glamour, Premier.
Chicago Metro, In Fashion, and the /fllinors
Entertainer.

STEVE DALE is a regular contributor to the
Chicago Tribune where he authors a weekly
columncalled"Celebrity Watch.” Anentertain-
ment columnist and restaurant critic at /nside
Chicago. he also interviews celebrities for
People magazine's Chatter column.

LINDA CAIN has been writing freelance articles
since 1976. She worked as « staff news reporter
for Screen weekly and as a suburban corres-

LINDA CAIN
pondent for the Clucago Tribune. She's writien
for the lllinois Entertainer. Inside Chicago,
Backstage, the Sun-Times, the Daily terald,
and many international music magazines.

STEVEN COHN

DAN WITTE is editor and associate publisher
of Chicago-based Copyv magazine. Dan spent
eight years covering local entertainment for
the /llinois Entertainer

STEVEN COHN is a New York-based communi-
cations and editorial consultant. magazine
writer and media educator. A former UP| bureau
chief and award-winning broadc ast news repor-
ter, Cohn has worked for the NBC radio net-
work and many east coast radio stations.

DAWN WESTIAKE is a professional actress
comedienne and freelance writer. Slie received
her Bachelor of Science degree in radio-tv-
film from Northwestern University in 1986.

DAN KENING is a regular contributor on pop-
ular music and nightlife to Chiicago magazine
As a freelance writer, Dan has written (or the
Chicago Tribune, Fodor's and Gauli-Millau
Chicago travel guides, and for a number of
national magazines.

GLORGE CASTLE, a native Chicagoan, is a
litelong follower of the local sports scene and
broadcasting industry. He is anaward-winning
sports columnist tor Pulitzer-Lerner News
papers and Castle alsois a regular contributor
to Sporr magazine.

BIL.LL DAHL has done his share of deejay duty,
spinning oldies and blues from 1979 to 1981
on WVVA-FM. He has written extensively about
Chicago's blues scene for a variety of publica-
tions as a freelance since 1977, including Liv-
g Blues, Goldmine, down beat and the [Hinois
Entertainer

See the Beatles, JFK and Beaver Cleaver:

Or Perry Como, Richard Nixon and
Lucy Ricardo.

The Muscum of Broadcast Commun-
ications hus the nation’s largest collec-
tion of radio programming and over
3000 tclevision shows. News, drama,
documentarics, sports and comedy—
from Ed Murrow to Ed Sullivan—plus
thousands of award-winning commer-
cials, are here for you 10 enjov.

Select your favorite television pro-
gram from our uscr-fricndly

f\

2 computer system and watch it 1n a
comfortable viewing booth...Become a
) real television news anchor in the MBC
/ NewsCenter...Enjov Chuck Schaden’s
live radio broadcast everv Saturday
afternoon...Or relive great moments of
broadcasting in the Kraft Television
Theatre.
For exhibition intormation and

group tour arrangements,
h
MoC

call (312) 987-1500. And
see a really big show.

The Museum of Broadcast Communications

Where history lives.

AL River Gity/800 South Wells Street/Chicago, 1L 600607
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RADIOChicago invites comments
and suggestions from our
readers. Address to Letters,

c/o0 RADIOChicago. 332 South
Michigan Avenue, Suite #1158,
Chicago, IL 60604.

Sincerest congratulations on the Premiere
Issue of vour splendid magazine. It was won-
dertully well done.

Howard Miller
Vaples, Fla

I'm so glad therd’s a magazine like this in
Chicago! Enclosed is a check for the first issue
with Johnny B. on the cover

I would be interested in reading an article
on Patti Haze. [ grew up in Chicago and have
fonnd memories of listening to Patti. She was,
and still is. an inspiration and a big reason why
I decided to get into radio. Also. | thought Linda
Cain's story on Yyonne Daniels ( Winter 1990)
was fantastic. Wishing vour new publication
great success,

S
Wilmington, \1.

Ed. Note: We've heard from quite a few of
Ms. Haze's fans. As you can see, your wish
has been granted.

I live in Racine, Wisconsin, and drove tc
Waukegin to find your premier issue. You are
10 be commended for coming out with such a
magazine. How about a nice in-depth arucle
on Old Uncie Larry Lujack? Also something on
Paul Brian. Thanks, and keep up the good work.

v
Racine, Wis.

Ed. Note: Since he retired from radio a
few vears ago, Lujack hasn't been grant-
ing interviews, preferring to maintiin his
privacy. He lives in Palatine, Iil. and
spends his time playing golf. You'll note
in our oldies articles this issue that Uncle
Lar'is mentioned frequently. For more in-
depth info, try to find his autobiography
“Super Jock”, published in 1975, We'll try
to find ex-WGN host Paul Brian.

I ceruinly enjoyed the premier issue, espe-
cially the article about Fred Winston, whom
[ grew up listening to on WIS, [ currently enjoy
hearing Johnny B. as well as Steve and Garv
on AM 1000. Also, when in the Chicago area
I like to listen to Dave Benson and Wendy
Snvder on WLUP-FM. 1 would appreciate any
coverage you mav wish to devote 10 Benson
and Wendy By the way, what happened to
Superjock Larmv Lujack?

S
Ll Puso, NI

Ed. Note: Thank you! As for charming and

delightful o!l' Uncle Lar, see feuer from
Racine, Wis,

\s g radio freak, applaad the ettort thit vou
and vour sttt have expended 1o liunch RADIO-
Chicago. It wilt put faces on the mdio numes ot
Chicagoland and give both names und faces 1o
some hitherto unhknown but by their voices. [
imagine it has the possibility (©© become an
updated version of the 30s and +40s radio per-
former fan magazines (when radio was the
onlv game in town.) Fenjoved the D) personal
ity aruckes and the “Retro Radio” section. Rudio
in Chicago s a good subject, and since it is
constantly changing vou'll never run out ot
nuterial. [ hope many prople il (v vour
magazine and that it will continue

NAC
Carol Stream. U

Ed. Note: The above-mentioned “Retro
Radio” section became "Where Are They
Now.” As of this xsue itis changed, again,
to “Flashbacks.” We'll Keep trving 'til we
getitright!

Great wdea' Now Fknow where and when to
sctmv dial Thoroughly enjoved the intenvicw s
with Don Tait, Fred Winston and Dick Buckley
MORE! \ really cool magazine Completely dif
terent tor radio Look tor my subscription.

!

Chicago. 11

Thanks tor bringing out RADIOChcago

I just picked up the Winter issuce, is it the

tirst? ve enclosed a subscription card. Pleise

send any back issues Great story on Spike

ODell, and | wondered where Sig went Best
wishes. and .again, thanks tor vour c¢fforts

N PH

\aperille, [l

PS. Would appreciate in-depth articles on
Clark Weber Art Hellyer, Dick Biondi, Ned
Locke. Chuchk Bill and others.

Ed. Note: RADIOChicago debuted in Fall
1989. The current summer [ssue is our
fourth. Art Hellver was written up in our
first issue. You'll find Weber and Biondi
in this one.

1 just purchased a copy ol vour magizine
and found it to be most interesting and infor
mative. However, | way disappointed not o
find my favorite radio station, WKL (FN 94 3)
listed. 1 hopeto see them in the next issae

DAW
Ocle Purike, 111

Ed. Note: Happily, Elgin's WIKL-FM ig now
a member of our listings tamily.

I listen to this wonderful gentleman, Art
Hellyer, every Saturday over WJOL in Joliet.
I enjoy him and cvenvthing he plays; also the
interviews he has done. Would you please do
an article with more pictures in your magi-
zine? hknow his listening audicence would like
o read about him

D.LwW
Crest 11,

Ed. Note: We'll be doing an in-depth article
on Mr. Hellyer in the tulure,

TO THE EDITOR

[ am writing to el vou how disappointed
Famowith your premier issuc. The only reason
I bought your magazine was because there
s a picture of Jonathon Brandmwicr on the
cover. This sivs 1o me that there will be
story inside about Johnny: But there are only
L Iew pictures.
DP
Peotone, (il

Ed. Note: We are sorry vou were disap
pointed 1n the premier issuce of RADIO
Chicago. We tried to do something difters
ent with Johnny B. We felt volumes had
been written about him and decided to do
apictorial essay covering his many moods.

As we do notlike 1o have disappointed
readers, we are enclosing a retund tor the
cost of the magazine.

1 was so ghad that WES and WEAS mentioned
RADIOC hicuago  we finally have a magazine
tor radto hsteoers!

G HK
Homewood, 1

Loved vour Winter issue Please sign nwee up
tor a vear's worth

KR

Cheimipetign, Hl

thank vou tor the copy of RADIOChicago

that [ recenved, read and enjoyed. May it be a
U GIENITEREN

BB

Highuwood, 1l

Enclosing check for your new magizine
Huaving been engaged in communications in
Chicago all my hte, natucally 1 am sall inter
ested in radio. Will you tolks have articles
covering the good old diavs? At age 89 1 siill
have good memories of whit went on in
Chicago.

RN

Chicago, U,

Ed. Note: Please turn 1o our “Flashbachs”
section for info on radlo st of the past.

Here's my suggestion tor your " Flashbachs
colunmn. Please check on sporiscisterns |loyd
Pettit, Vince Llovd and Jack Brickhouse

(1NN

Sun Francisco, Culif.

Ed. Note: Vince Lioyd wis in our Winter

1990 issuc, under the heading “Retro
Radio.” (now known as “Flashbacks™).

an you tell me something apout Magic 10+

(MONIK EM 10+, 3) nighttime jock, Anw Scott. |

lihke' RADIOChicago; it's Number One with me

RARUS

Chicago, 1.

Ed. Not: Amy Scowt has been at WIMK

since it became an oldies s@don in 1984,

She is also a reporter at WFLD- 1V, Che 32,

and works as a commercial actress and
voice-over talent

RADIOcticuse &
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WABT-FM personalities PHIL JACOBS ( left ) and CARA SIMMS celebrate

'ABT’s first anniversary at Toto's in Schaumburg.

Y-108's JOHN RIVERS (front row, 2nd from right) and “Fal Cat™ with
members of Y-108's tearn at Dupage County's Walk America 14990

WO FM's PRINCE MAYNE ( right ) with Country Star K, D. 1LANG
hickstage al the Pargmount Arts Cenler,

6 HADIO oo

¥ ‘

Hampshire Middle and High School won WGN's “8th Annual Bob
Collins Pop Quiz." (L to R) COLLINS, RON MAGERS (WMAQ-TV),
and participants KRiS NILSEN, FRED RACKOW and JIM FIELD.

e

WEMT-FM producer STEVE JONES (left) with singer MICHAEL PENN
at P'ark West concert.

Singer DEBORATT HIARRY visits WLITW's STEVE BURRELL, TTM
CARRITY and ANNA CONSALVO,



THE WAY
OME STATIONS
FLITFROM
ONENEWSSTORY
TO ANOTHER
TSNOWONDER
THEY NEED AN
ANCHOR.

Most stations give you a pretty shallow Public Radio’s award-winning news pro-
picture of the day’s events. grams, “Morning Edition” and “All Things
For in-depth, extended reporting of Considered.” Plus Bruce Dumont’s
national, international and local news, tune  “Inside Politics,” Ken Davis's “Studio A
to WBEZ, 91.5 FM. and “Mid-day with Sondra Gair.”
We take you—live—from the Halls of And it’s where you hear all the best in
Congress to the Middle East to City Hall.  jazz, blues and folk music.
We stay put until you know what’s going on. WBEZ,91.5FM. Hearwhatyoudon't
WBEZ is where you hear National hear anywhere else.

WBEZ91.5FM

HEAR THE WHOLE PICTURE.




A FRIENDSHIP THAT LED TO A SHOW

WGN'’s

Kathy
, all them a couple of ‘lucky broads” The
o Malley fortysomething grrifriends were already
and a team before WGN (AM 720) decided
to make them into a radio duo. What you
Judy hear on the air is just a natural extension
>f their personalities and of what they've

Markey been doing separately for years

Kathy O’Malley Judy Markey

8 RADI OC/zfazgo



udy Markey used to traipse around
JEurope, playing what she calls

“the perfect corporate wife.” Kathy
O’'Malley used to practice finger aerobics,
frantically dialing into The Wally Phillips
Show to win a freebee dinner, doorbell
chimes or whatever else he happened to
be tossing out to listeners.

Barely 10 years later, Markey is based at
the Chicago Sun-Times, and her column is
syndicated to 39 newspapers across the
country. O'Malley co-author's the Chicago
Tribune’s INC. column. Together the duo,
who proudly dub themselves a couple of
“middle-aged girlfriends,” team up at WGN
radio for a daily infotainment gabfest.
(Monday, 9:30-11:55 a.m. and Tuesday
through Friday, 12:30-1:30 p.m.)

It's one of those “who would have ever
thought we'd get this far” stories. While
they're obviously both career women,
neither claims to be especially goal-
directed. “l never had a plan for all this
to happen; it just did,” Markey says. “Just
call us lucky broads,” is the way street-
wise O'Malley puts it.

Lorna Gladstone, program director at
WGN, takes the credit for teaming Markey
and O'Malley. “I was used to seeing them
together as friends, talking together, lik-
ing each other. There was clearly a chem-
istry between them. So, putting them on
the air together just seemed a natural.”

While WGN does have Johnnie Putman
co-hosting in the early morning hours with
her husband Steve King, and several
women in supporting or news roles, Glad-
stone admits that the station was seeking
awoman host. “It's just a happy fluke that
we found a female team,” she says.

The good-time ladies inaugurated their
unique brand of good-time radio last
October. But apparently, not all of WGN'’s
listeners were ready for features like the
“PMS Hit Parade.” Whenever either
O’Malley or Markey feels “a bout of PMS,”
they'll spin a tune to change her mood.

“Apparently PMS shocked our listeners,”
says O'Malley. “You wouldn't believe the
mail we received. It's as if we invented
PMS”"

Markey explains she doesn't think that
their show's content surprised longtime
WGN listeners as much as the concept of
two women co-hosting a daily talk show.
0'Malley adds and laughs, “We're not hip;
1 mean we don't do shock radio.” It's that

“| could do guest shots
in my robe,” Markey says.

| went to work to pay
the bills,” O’'Malley says.

“I thought it would be a
cool job, I'd know who was

sleeping with who. But | was,

this littie suburban ditz,”
the INC. lady says.

“We're both grown-up
women, we're both mothers
and we both like to have
a good time,” says
the Sun-Times lady.

genuine laugh of O'Malley's that she says
always gives her away in the supermarket,
despite the fact that her picture is in the
paper daily. “We're just being honest,”
says O'Malley. “If we deserve credit for
anything, maybe it's for having the guts to
say what everyone else is thinking.”

“Honestly, hearing our show is like lis-
tening in on two girlfriends shooting the
breeze and gossiping,” chimes Markey.
“We're not actresses. Besides, is what
we really are so horrific that we'd have
to hide it?”

Although they've had a few lucky breaks
come their way, both O'Malley and Markey
have worked hard over the years at jour-
nalism careers that neither of them ever
thought they'd have in the first place.
Both were too busy working as wives and
mothers to pursue careers.

Markey had earned a journalism degree
from Northwestern University, but didn't
get to pursue her career until 1980. She
began by peddling features to the Chicago
Tribune, and branched out to write stories
like “Mothers Without Custody” for the
likes of Cosmopolitan and McCall’s. She
found a niche for herself at the Sun-Times
commenting on everyday life and the
human condition.

One day, WGN personality Bob Collins
called Markey at home to comment on
a column of hers about the Coca Cola
wars (new Coke vs. the old Coke). And
she fell in love with the idea of doing radio
because, “l could do guest shots in my
robe.” So, she continued appearing on the
Collins program.

O’Malley had three semesters at North-
ern lllinois University under her belt when
she married in 1967. After having two
children, she went to work as a secretary
at Rolling Meadows High School in 1970.
“Career? You're kidding,” she begins
laughing. “My husband was a cop, we
were raising a family; | went to work to
help pay the bills.”

In 1979, while working as a midmanager
for an automotive parts remanufacturer,
she heard about a job opening at the
Chicago Tribune. Entertainment columnist

Aaron Gold was looking for a new secre-
tary. ‘I thought it would be a cool job, I'd
know who was sleeping with who,” she
says. “But [ was this little suburban ditz.
I never thought ['d get the job.”

Eventually, she did, and continued in
that capacity until Gold died in 1983.
Ordinarily a Tribune secretary probably
wouldn’'t be considered for a job as a
reporter. But this was no ordinary situa-
tion. In fact, it's become a classic yarn
told among Chicago media insiders.

When Gold took ill, O'Malley virtually
took over the researching and writing of
his column. Still, when he died, the Tribune
didn't even think about letting her contrib-
ute to the new INC. column. That's until
they learned that Gold willed his most
valuable professional possession, his rolo-
dexes, to O’Malley. And O'Malley wasn't
about to remain the column’s secretary.

She began contributing to INC. without
a byline, but eventually her name was
added, and it's been there ever since.

[ronically, she first dabbled on-the-air
at WGN with Phillips, the one-time source
of her freebee dinners. But she credits
Roy Leonard as her “instructor.” She fre-
quently co-hosted for the first half-hour
of Leonard's program, chit-chatting about
movies and entertainment.

Despite their occasional forays at WGN,
O’'Malley and Markey didn't meet until
November of 1986 when they both appeared
on-stage as wicked step mothers in a bene-
fit for the Chicago City Ballet. “We were
instant friends,” Markey recalls. “We were
already a team, before the station decided
to make us on-the-air partners.”

“Judy is so different than my other
friends,” says O’'Malley. “At one point in my
life, | wouldn't have been interested in a
friend like her. She's so different than | am.
She’s cute, darling, a size 4, and much
older.” (O’'Malley, at age 44, is two years
younger. )

“Yeah, she's Catholic and I'm Jewish,”
adds Markey. “‘She’s been divorced (since
1981), and I'm recently divorced. But
we're not the odd couple. We're both grown-
up women, we're both mothers (each has
two children), and we both like to have
a good time."

And, that's just what they’re doing
on WGN.

T‘)\ppcrently PMS shocked
our listeners..”

“If we deserve credit for
anything, maybe it's for
having the guts to say what
everyone else is thinking.”
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FLASHBACKS

by Bill Dahl

The people behind the voices from Chicago radio’s
past —where are they now? Flashbacks icikes c look
back at the careers of nostalgic radio stars and what
they're up to now: Let us know your favorite radio
persondlities from the past and we’ll try to track

them doun.

LUCKY CORDELL

The WVON “Good Guys” were abso-
lutely unstoppable when it came to sock-
ing sizzling soul music across Chicagoland
from 1963 through the mid-'70s, and silky-
smooth Lucky Cordell was a principal factor
in the station’'s widespread appeal. During
his lengthy tenure at the station, the
“Baron of the Bounce™ steadily climbed
the corporate ladder, progressing from
deejay to program director and eventually
general manager.

Cordell was a protege of Al Benson, the
powerful kingpin of Chicago's fledgling
black radio scene, during the early "50s.
“He had maybe five hours of time allo-
cated to him (daily),” says Cordell, “and
I worked for him one of those hours.” After
two years under Benson's wing on WGES,
Cordell switched to WGRY in Gary, Indiana
in 1953, where he conducted his “House
of Hits” for eight years.

Returning to Chicago for brief runs on
WGES and WYNR, Cordell was enticed by
Leonard Chess, who already owned the
R& B-oriented Chiess record lahel, to join
the brand new WVON (for Voice Of the
Negro ) as soon as his WYNR pact expired
in 1964, "VON instantly captured the city’s
sizable black andience with its stimulating
hlend of sout sounds and grass rools com-
iunity involvement. “We were all over the
place in the community,” says Cordell.
“We were involved i every worthwhile
venture that came along.”

Cordell dabbled in the record business
as carly as 1965, and one of his musical
‘fove recitations,” “This Is The Woman |
Love," surfaced on a subsidiary ol Atlantic
Records in 1970, He remains in indepen-
dent record production today on Chicago's
South Side

Lucky Cordcll

Gegrge Haaer

GEORGE BAUER

If you tuned into WGN anytime between
1945 and 1983, the odds are excellent that
you heard the mellifluous voice of George
Bauer somewhere along the way. Bauer's
38 years as a staft announcer at WGN
found him delivering countless newscasts
and commercial messages on both radio
and television.

Practically all of Bauer's broadcasting
career was spent with WGN, a feat all but
unheard of in today’s transient market. He
caught the announcing bug while attend-
ing the University of Missouri, and after
polishing his act for two years at WMBD in
Peoria, Bauer joined the WGN staff in 1945.
“We did a lot of dance band remotes in
those days,” says Bauer. “We did the
Blackhawk, the Palmer House, the Aragon,
the Trianon, the Walnut Room of the Bis-
marck. You'd .introduce the band, and
introduce the numbers. All the big name
bands —Eddy Howard, Harry James,
Tommy Dorsey — tltey all came through.”

When WGN inaugurated its television
operation in 1947, Bauer was one of the
announeers chosen to pull double duty.
“We would do both radio and TV, he says.
‘Everybody was eligible to work on both
mediums.” Expressing a preference to
work the wee hours, Bauer was still regu-
larly delivering Channel 9's five-minute
late-night Newshreak during the 1970s.

Now retired and living in suburban
Lvanston, Bauer recalls his lifetime of ser-
vice al WON with muceh fondness. “It was a
wonderful job for a young guy,” he says,
“or | wouddin't have staved for as long
as | did.”
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Congratulations
Dick Bartley,
on 10 Years

of Continuous
‘‘Rock & Roll”’
Saturday

| Nights from
the Station
Where You
Got Your
Stari.

The year was 1978 and Dick Bartley began
his career on the air at WFYR. Today we
congratulate Dick on 10 great years
of his “Original Rock & Roll
Oldies Show!’ Listen to
Dick every Saturday night
from 6:00 to 11:00 p.m. on
103.5 WFYR.

Continuous |
Soft Hits

“Original Rock & Roll Oldies Show”

is brought to you by SPECML

EXPORT
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by Steven Cohn

The oldies.. . hot musical format
sweeping across the nation’s
radio dials. Ex-Chicagoan Dick
Bartley can be credited with
pioneering rock radio’s return to
the past, particularly the post-
Beatles era.

DICK BARTLEY’SIE

[ORIGINAL]
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