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try out the in -stock selection of Heath/ 
Zenith microcomputers, peripherals, 
accessories and software. 
Now available at your nearby Heathkit 
Electronic Center, or through the Heathkit 
mail order catalog. 

You get more with a Heath/Zenith per- 
sonal microcomputer system! We offer: 

1. Proven high-performance hardware: 
Thousands of our microcomputers prove 
themselves daily, in the field. 

2. Vast software library: Three operating 
systems (including CP/M), languages, word 
processors, an electronic spreadsheet, ver- 
satile utilities and the 500 -program Heath 
Users' Grou3 software library. 

3. Self -instruction courses: Evaluation 
and programming courses from Heathkit/ 
Zenith Educational Systems. 

4. Service support: Before aid after the 
sale - consultation by phone, carry -in 
service by trained technicians. 

Test run one of our microcomputers 
at any of the more than 60 convenient 
Heathkit Electronic Centers in the U.S. 

Heathkît® 
See the white pages o` your telephone book 
for store locations and telephone numpers. 

`Units of Ventechnology Electronics Corporation in the U.S. 

E 1ü0 ON HEAL tH HVILc LAN._` 



INTRODUCING THE LATEST 
HEIR TO 59YEARS OF 

GERMAN ENGINEERING. 
While the fine lines and sculpted 

features of most sport bikes spring 
from the drawing tables of stylists, 
those of the BMW R65LS had a dif- 
ferent birthplace. 

The drafting tables of German 
engineers. 

As a result, they are the recipi- 
ents of the same pragmatic consid- 
eration and evolutionary refinement 
as the legendary engine that powers 
this 650cc machine. 

The shapely sport fairing, for 
example, provides much more than 
cosmetic appeal. It helps reduce 
front -wheel lift by over 30%. 

The LS handlebars are low, com- 
pact, and help to provide a seating 
position:hat "is sporting in a 

way that Japanese bikes, 
even with red paint, 
have not discovered" 
(Cycle World). 
(High bas are 
also available.) 

The bite's 
slender tail, 

artful as it too appears, was creat- 
ed in one of the most aesthetically 
indifferent environments known 
to man: the massive BMW wind 
tunnel in Ismaning, Germany. 

Even the wheels of the LS pos- 
sess a beauty that goes far deeper 
than their gleaming enamel. Each 
rim section is made of a highly rigid 
aluminum alloy; each hub and spoke 
assembly is separately cast from a 

far more elastic aluminum alloy to 
provide added flexibility. And then 
everything-hubs, spokes and rims- 
is cast as a single unit.Cul- 

minating in 

an exceed- 
ingly resil- 
ient "com- 

posite" 
wheel that 

not only 
helps 

increase handling prowess but de- 
creases unsprung weight. 

In the end, the BMW R65LS is 

one sports bike whose graceful 
lines do not serve as camouflage for 
weak engineering. For it is a ma- 
chine as adept at slicing through the 
wind and rounding corners as it is 

at turning heads. 
Its price? A lofty $3,79Q 2 

But as a motorcycle columnist of 
AutoWeek observed, "a bad motor- 
cycle is worthless; a good motorcycle 
is worth whatever it costs... By that 
standard, tie R65LS is a bargain" 

'Manutacturer's suggested retail price. $3,790 Acta,l once wII depend 
upon dealer Price exc ud=s state and local taxe= ceale- prim desti- 
nation and handling cl arges. 0 1982 BMW of Borth Amer Inc. The 
BMW trademark and bgo are registered tradenark, of Bay: rsche 
Motores Werke. A G 

THE LEGENDARY 
MOTORCYCLES OF 



Moto-trak 
Moto-trak 

MA 
¡w,.' 

An,k3kB / 
Ca,n7 pN 

Set 2-+ 
4,: 

We..2 PWH 

Co.o+ ,ow` 
sat 1". 

Your key to ALL the satellites, ALL the programming, 
right from the comfort of your easy chair. 

Satellite television offers so much to explore. Why settle for the one -satellite 
limitation of fixed dishes, or endless cranking at the dish in all kinds of weather? Enjoy 
all the convenience KLM's Moto-trak system has to offer ... 

12 automatic satellite selections at the twist of a dial 

Fully independent Azimuth and Elevation control, to search or optimize 
Spot LED "travel" indicators 
Constant LED Azimuth/Elevation readout 
Polarity Control, for all channels, horizontal and vertical 
12' solid aluminum dish or 16' screened dish for a perfect picture 

And, enjoy the reliability of a motorized mount that's precision engineered from the 
ground up. Not an afterthought or a flimsy add-on, KLM's Moto-trak uses industrial 
quality reduction motors, gear, and screw drives, state-of-the-art motor control 
electronics. 

Best of all, the Moto-trak system is a perfect match for KLM's reliable SKY EYE II 

and new SR -3 Satellite Receivers. Complete systems are available NOW. Once again, 
more of the performance, features, convenience, and reliability you've come to expect 
from KLM. 

KLM 
P.O. Box 816, Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

(408)779-7363 
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Send for KLM's 
SITE SURVEY KIT 
AZ -EL Tester, Manual, 
Sat -Coordinates $29.95 



SR -3 
(The one you've been waiting for!) 

The SR -3 Satellite Receiver . . . once again, more of the performance, 
features, and convenience you've come to expect from KLM. Handsomely 
styled cabinet outside, state-of-the-art single conversion circuitry inside. 
Install the SR -3 up to 1000 feet from the dish; a single 50 ohm feedline 
makes it clean and easy. Select KLM's separate remote downconverter or 
the revolutionary "Ampliverter" that combines LNA and downconverter in 
one very compact package. And, enjoy these easy-to-look-at/easy-to-use 
features: 

Rapid "SCAN" for easy satellite tracking 
LED signal strength readout 
Positive detent channel tuning plus fine tune 
Full audio tuning/stereo version available 
Video inversion 

The SR -3 with remote downconverter or Ampliverter is available NOW, just 
like KLM's new motorized dish systems with remote "Moto-Trak" control. 
More of the best from KLM. 

KLM 
P.O. Box 816, Morgan Hill, CA 95037 

(408) 779-7363 
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Why use other computer media 
when you could be using 

MEMORE 
high quality error free media? 
Free Memorex Mini -Disc Offer- Get free discs! 
You'll save money when you buy Memorex, because everycarton of 10 
Memorex 51/4 inch mini -discs sold by Communications Electronics has 
a coupon good for a free Memorex mini -disc. For every case of 100 
Memorex mini -discs you buyfrom CE, you'll get 10 free Memorex mini - 
discs, directly from Memorex. The more you order, the more you save. 
Offer expires December 31, 1982. All Memorex flexible discs sold by 
CE are of the highest quality, certified 100% errorfree and backed bya 
full one year factory warranty. 
Flexible Disc Quantity Discounts Available 
Memorex Flexible Discs are packed 10 discs to a carton and 10 
cartons to a case. Please order only in increments of 100 units for 
quantity 100 pricing. We are also willing to accommodate yoursmaller 
orders. Quantities less than 100 units are available in increments of 10 
units at a 10% surcharge. Quantity discounts are also available. 
Order 500 or more discs at the same time and deduct 1%; 1,000 or 
more saves you 2%; 2,000 or more saves you 3%; 5,000 or more saves 
you 4%; 10,000 or more saves you 5%; 25,000 or more saves you 6%; 
50,000 or more saves you 7% and 100,000 or more discs earns you an 
8% discount off our super low quantity 100 price. Almost all Memorex 
Flexible Discs are immediately available from CE. Our warehouse 
facilities are equipped to help us get you the quality product you need, 
when you need it. If you need further assistance to find the flexible disc 
that's rightforyou, call the Memorex flexible disc compatibility hotline. 
Dial toll -free 800-538-8080 and ask for the flexible disc hotline 
extension 0997. In California dial 800-672-3525 extension 0997. 
Outside the U.S.A dial 408-987-0997 between 9AM to4 PM Pacific Time. 

SAVE ON MEMOREX FLEXIBLE DISCS 
Product Description Parts 

CE quant. 
100 price 
Eer disc (S) 

8" SSSD IBM Compatible (128 B/S, 26 Sectors) 3062 2.09 
8" SSSD Shugart Compatible, 32 Hard Sector 3015 2.09 
8" SSSD CPT 8000 Compatible, Soft Sector 3045 2.99 
8" SSDD IBM Compatible (128 B/S, 26 Sectors) 3090 2.74 
8" DSDD Soft Sector (Unformatted) 3102 3.34 
8" DSDD Soft Sector (128 B/S, 26 Sectors) 3115 3.34 
8" DSDD Soft Sector (256 B/S, 26 Sectors) 3103 3.34 
8" DSDD Soft Sector (512 B/S, 15 Sectors) 3114 3.34 
8" DSDD Soft Sector (1024 B/S, 8 Sectors) 3104 3.34 
51/4" SSDD Soft Sector w/Hub Ring 3481 2.34 
51/4" SSDD 10 Hard Sector w/Hub Ring 3483 2.34 
51/4' SSDD 16 Hard Sector w/Hub Ring 3485 2.34 
51/4" DSDD Soft Sector w/Hub Ring 3491 3.09 
51/4' DSDD 10 Hard Sector w/Hub Ring 3493 3.09 
51/4" DSDD 16 Hard Sector w/Hub Ring 3495 3.09 
51/4' SSQD Soft Sector w/Hub Ring (96 TPI) 3504 2.99 
51/4" DSQD Soft Sector w/Hub Ring (96 TPI) 3501 3.99 

SSSD = Single Sided Single Density; SSDD = Single Sided Double Density; 
DSDD = Double Sided Double Density; SSQD = Single Sided Quad Density; 
DSQD = Double Sided Quad Density; TPI = Tracks per inch. 

Special offer on Memorex computer tape. 
If you mail your order to us and enclose prepayment, deduct $1.00 per 
reel from our quantity 100 prices. This means Memorex 25JW can be 
as low as $12.99 in 100 quantities. Memorex Computer Tapes are 
packed 10 tapes to a carton. Please order only in increments of 100 
units for quantity 100 pricing. Quantities less than 100 units are 
available in increments of 10 units at a 10% surcharge. Quantity 
discounts are also available. Order 500 or more tapes at the same 
time and deduct 1%; 1,000 or more saves you 2%; 2,000 or more saves 
you 3%; 3,000 or more saves you 4%; 4,000 or more saves you 5% and 
5,000 or more tapes earns you a 6% discount off oursuper low quantity 
100 price. If you need further assistance or information to find the tape 
that's right for you, call the Memorex Computer Tape Technical 
Support Group at (408) 987-2937. 

CE quant. 
SAVE ON MEMOREX COMPUTER TAPE 100 price 

Product Description Part S per reel (S) 

Memorex IV 2400 feet Wrightline Seal 25JW 13.99 
Memorex IV 2400 feet Easy Load II Cartridge 25JR 14.99 
Memorex IV 1200 feet Wrightline Seal 25FW 10.65 

Memorex Quantum 2400 feet Wrightline Seal 27JW 16.20 
Memorex Quantum 2400 feet Easy Load II Cart. 27JR 16.99 
Memorex Quantum 1200 feet Wrightline Seal 27FW 12.50 

Memorex Cubic HD 2400 feet Wrightline Seal 39JW 18.99 
Memorex Cubic HD 2400 feet Easy Load II 39JR 19.99 
Memorex Cubic HD 1200 feet Wrightline Seal 39FW 13.99 

New Memorex Lifetime Rigid Disc Pack Product Warranty 
All Memorex disc packs sold by CE have a lifetime product warranty. 
This is your assurance that Memorex disc packs will give you a lifetime 
of performance and service. Only Memorex can offer you the superior 
reliability of their exclusive M Formula. In addition, Memorex will assist 
the original user in isolating and correcting any technical issues that 
relate to the Memorex product as well as, when appropriate, replace 
up to one set of read/write heads. If you need further information tofind 
the rigid discthat's rightforyou, call the Memorex rigid disc compatibil- 
ity hotline. Dial toll -free 800-538-8080 and ask for the rigid disc hotline 
extension 1642. In California dial 800-672-3525 extension 1642. 
Outside the U.S.A. dial 408-987-1642. 

SAVE ON MEMOREX RIGID DISC PACKS 
Product Description Part S 

CE quant. 
one price 

per pack (S) 

Mark III 5 MB. Cartridge Front Load (8 to 32 Sect.) 95.522XX-03 65.00 
Top Load (1 -to 24 sectors) 94-522XX-03 -70.00 

CMD-16 "Phoenix Type" CDC Cartridge 98-2860031 160.00 
NCR Cartridge 98-26600-32 160.00 

Mark VIII 80 MB. Error Free 72-16600-03 330.00 
Flag Free 72-26600-03 320.00 

Mark XI 200 MB. Error Free 03-35041 720.00 
Flag Free 03-35031-02 560.00 
DEC Flag Free 03-35031-03 560.00 

Mark XII 200 MB. NCR/CDC Flag Free 03-39001-01 515.00 
Honeywell Flag Free 03-39000-01 515.00 

Mark XIII 300 MB. Error Free 03-47021 795.00 
Flag Free 03-47009 670.00 

Mark XIV 80 MB. Unformated Error Free 74-16600-03 365.00 
Flag Free 74-26600-03 300.00 

Honeywell Format Flag Free 74-26600-08 315.00 
CDC Format Flag Free 74-26600-09 315.00 

Mark XV 300 MB. Error Free 03-49011 825.00 
Flag Free 03.49001.01 725.00 

Smith -Corona TP -1 Letter Quality Printer Special Offer 
Buy any Memorex product on this page, and get a Smith -Corona TP -1 letterquality 
printer for only $585.00 plus $20.00 shipping. Specify serial or parallel version. 

Buy with Confidence 
To get the fastest delivery from CE of your Memorex computer 
products, send or phone your order directly to our Computer Products 
Division. Be sure to calculate your price using the CE prices in this ad. 
Michigan residents please add 4% sales tax. Written purchase orders 
are accepted from approved government agencies and most well 
rated firms at a 30% surcharge for net 30 billing. All sales are subject to 
availability, acceptance and verification. All sales are final. Prices, 
terms and specifications are subject to change without notice. Out of 
stock items will be placed on backorder automatically unless CE is 
instructed differently. Minimum prepaid order $50.00. Minimum 
purchase order$200.00. International orders are invited with a$20.00 
surcharge for special handling in addition to shipping charges. All 
shipments are F.O.B. Ann Arbor, Michigan. No COD's please. Non - 
certified and foreign checks require bank clearance. 

For shipping charges add $8.00 per case or partial -case of 100 8 - 
inch flexible discs or $6.00 per case or partial case of 100 51/4 -inch 
mini -discs. For tape shipping, add $1.00 per reel. For Disc packs add 
$10.00 per cartridge (Mark III or CM D-16) or $15.00 per disc pack for 
U.P.S. ground shipping and handling in the continental U.S.A. 

Mall orders to: Communications Electronics, Box 1002, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 48106 U.S.A. If you have a Master Card or Visa card, you may 
call and place a credit card order. Order toll -free. Dial 800-521-4414. If 
you are outside the U.S. or in Michigan, dial313-994-4444.Order your 
Memorex computer products from CE today. 
Copyright ®1982 Communications E ectronics" 

MasterCard 

arECI As50cI/T1011 

Ad #090282 

Order Toll -Free! MEMOREX 
(800) 521-4414 

In Michigan (313) 994-4444 

TM 
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854 Phoenix Box 1002 Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 U.S.A. 
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Y BY TOM KNEITEL, K2AES 

AN EDITORIAL 

Information Please! 

Back in the early 1960s, I was doing a 
story on a county communications center in 
California. This was a huge mountaintop in- 
stallation operating on several dozen fre- 
quencies in a whole slew of different radio 
services. The place was also the site of re- 
peaters used by many federal agencies. The 
Assistant Communications Director of this 
radio paradise mentioned to me that com- 
munications monitoring was his hobby, and 
the more we spoke about our mutual inter- 
est in monitoring the more we realized that 
we had both spent many years collecting 
large amounts of frequency data on all man- 
ner of federal, public safety, industrial, and 
other stations. 

After an hour of digging through one an - 
other's memory banks about the frequencies 
we had unearthed, we decided that we'd 
gather together our various frequency lists 
and valiantly attempt to coalesce them into 
something more complete than either of us 
had alone. Within a few weeks we had ex- 
changed data and were both happy to learn 
that many information "holes" had been fill- 
ed. There weren't any conditions attached 
to the eventual use of the data. We have 
kept in contact over the years, although he 
has long since retired and moved to a farm in 
the Pacific northwest. 

We've both passed along the original in- 
formation we had to others, added to and 
modified it, and I've used much of it in my 
writings. It made our work all the more 
worthwhile to think that other monitoring 
enthusiasts were able to tune in on some in- 
teresting fare because of our efforts. Also, it 

widened the scope of our efforts by causing 
lots of data input from others who had re- 
ceived the information. 

Not that we had done anything particular- 
ly unique or spectacular. Many listeners, 
throughout the years, have pursued their 
own individual monitoring specialties- 
broadcast, utilities, federal, beacons, or 
whatever. For many of us, this has involved 
developing information relating to new sta- 
tions, new callsigns, new frequencies, new 
schedules, etc. Actually, developing the in- 
formation is, in itself, almost as much fun as 
actually tuning in the newly discovered sta- 
tions. And part of the excitement of discov- 
ery has been the ability to share the informa- 
tion with those who have similar interests, 
exchanging it with those also seeking to ex- 
pand their scope of information. 

One person here has a contact who gave 
him a bits of new information, another lis- 
tener there has dug up a scrap of data after a 
lengthy exchange of letters. When all of 
these bit and scraps are put together, 
through cooperation and team work, every- 

body shares in it and comes out with far 
more information than it would have been 
possible for any one person to have assem- 
bled. It's the reason why radio clubs began to 
publish listings of the things that their mem- 
bers have heard; it's the fraternity of cooper- 
ation between monitors. All of this appears 
to be going through an interesting, curious, 
and not particularly pleasant change-and 
it's not a change for the better. 

What I've been noticing is a trend away 
from this open exchange of information 
and, instead, a trend towards a type of dog 
in the manger attitude. Maybe it's a byprod- 
uct of the "Me Generation" that we've heard 
about. What's just as bad is a newly emerg- 
ing breed of elitists who seem to have set up 
shop in order to advise others of what infor- 
mation they should or shouldn't have. Oh 
yes, monitors still develop lots of new infor- 
mation through various contacts and moni- 
toring efforts, but some of those monitors 
aren't much interested in sharing it, except 
for perhaps their closest friends. In conver- 
sations and written communications with 
some of those who are into this bag, I've dis- 
covered several basic viewpoints. 

For instance, one monitor told me flatly, 
"It took me a long time and a lot of work to 
assemble this data. Anybody else who wants 
it can go out and dig it up for himself." It's al- 
most as if other persons having the informa- 
tion were going to somehow diminish this 
fellow's ability to listen. Did he assume that 
more than one person listening on a fre- 
quency would reduce the signal strength? I 

never did figure out his logic, but he wasn't 
alone with his point of view. 

Another said that he had obtained the in- 
formation from a very close friend who had, 
in turn, received it from another pal. In any 
event, he had to promise that he wouldn't 
pass the information on to any other listen- 
ers. When I finally coaxed the information 
out of the guy, I found, to my surprise, that it 
consisted of data that had been freely circu- 
lating in monitoring circles for many months! 
Half the listeners in North America undoubt- 
edly had been given the same data "in the 
strictest confidence" by a friend who made 
them promise not to pass it along. It's the 
1980s version of the old secret handshake 
and password nonsense. 

One information -laden monitor claimed 
that the data he had was simply "too sensi- 
tive" to share with other listeners, although 
he did not explain by what mysterious pro- 
cess he had given himself an appropriate se- 
curity clearance. Obviously it was okay for 

(continued on page 79) 

CIRCLE 40 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
6 THE MONITORING MAGAZINE 



Entirely professional level! 
You'll find the difference the more ou use it. 

ULTIMATE QUALITY, NRD-515 

Receiver, NRD-515 
SPECIFICATIONS 
Receiving frequency range: 100kHz to 30MHz continuous 

(30 bands) 
Receiving modes: USB/LSB/CW/RTTY/AM 

Up conversion type 
Double superheterodyne 
First IF: 70.455MHz 

Sensitivity (S/N 10d13): CW/SS8 AM 
1.6 to 30MHz 0.5pV 2pV 
100 to 1600kHz 2pV 6pV 

Selectivity: 6kHz/2.4kHz/0.6kHz/0.3kHz 
('Option) ' 

Stability: Within 50Hz/one hour 
Power requirements: AC 100/11 7/220/240V,50/ 

60Hz. 50VA 
Dimensions and Weight: 340mm(Wlx140mm(H)x 

300mm(DI; Approx. 7.5kg 
Preset memory (Option): 24ch. 
Frequency stability: Less than 50Hz per hour after 

warming up. 
Image rejection ratio: 70d13 or more 
IF rejection ratio: 70dB or more 
Input impedance: 50 to 75 ohms, unbalanced 
AF outputs. 

Speaker output: 1W or more (4 ohms) 
Record/line output: 1mW or more (600 ohms) 

Highest grade ail -wave receiver 

1111515 

Best for 59 Tr, TIsmItte, NSD 51' 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Rated output power. 100W NSD-515 (50W 28MHz band; 
Frequency range. 1.8MHz-2 OMHz/3.5MHz-4 OMHz) 

7 OMHz 7 3MHz/14,0MHz-14.35MHz! 
21,0MHz 21.45MHz728 OMHz-29.0MHz./ 
29 OMHz-29.7MHz/Optional new bands 
approved by WARC '79 
10.1MHz-10 15MHz/18 068MHz- 
18.168MHz'24 89MHz-24.99MHz/ 

Mode of emission- A3J (US13/LS13) Al (CW) Fl (RTTY) 

For more information please contact to; 

(JRC. 
Since 1915 

gerai Radio Co., 
MAIN OFFICE: Mori Building Fifth, 17-1, Toranomon 1-chome, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 105, Japan Cable Address: "JAPANRADIO TOKYO" 
Phone: (03) 591-3451 Telex: 0222-3068 
U.S.A. LIAISON OFFICE: T. Hayashi. 
120 East 56th Street, New York, New York 10022 
Phone: 212-355-1180 Telex: 230-645636 JAPANRADIO NYK 

AUSTRALIA: N S.W.-EMONA ELECTRONICS PTV LTD. Phone: 398-6378 
Victoria-VICOM IMPORTS PTY LTD. Phone. (03) 62 6931 

FINLAND: Kotka-VISI RADIO DV Telex: 53260 VISI SF 
FRANCE: Paris-SOCIETE G.E S. (GENERAL ELECTRONIC SERVICES) Phone It 345 35 92 
CANADA: Vancouver-GLENWOOD TRADING CO. LTD. Phone 604 984 C404 
GERMANY: Hannover --RICHTER & CO. Phone: (0511) 352 1111 
ITALY: Milanese-TECHNOVENT, ITALIA, SRL Phone: 02 32 83 089 

SWITZERLAND: SEICOM AG Phone 064 515566 
U.K.: Derbyshire -LOWE ELECTRONICS, LTD. Phone: 0629-2430 
U.S.A.: Ohio-UNIVERSAL AMATEUR RADIO, INC. Phone: (614) 866-4267 

CIRCLE 39 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



Emerging nations all seem to feel a need to establish 
their position in the world community by explaining 
their philosophies and knocking whatever regime 
was in power prior to their arrival on the scene. This 

falls under the category of propaganda. 

Nations Have Found That It's Cheaper To War With Words 
Than With Missiles - But It's Just As Much Of A Science! 

Secrets Of Propaganda 
Broadcasting 

One of the primary weapons of the Brit- 
ish/Argentine battle for the Falkland/Mal- 
vinas Islands was radio. This involved not 
only the communications systems aboard 
the ships and aircraft, and the radar, but 
your basic broadcasting transmitters as well. 

No sooner had the Argentine forces com- 
menced their military activities when short- 
wave transmitters in Argentina began firing 
massive barrages of words into the world's 
airwaves. From powerful shortwave and 
medium wave transmitters, Argentina felt 
the need to explain its actions to its neigh- 
bors and the rest of the world - try to show 
that it felt its position was just and right. It was 
the art and science of propaganda in action, 
the systematic, widespread promotion of 
certain ideas and doctrines to further their 
cause. Of course, there were those who de- 
cried some of Argentina's statements, claim- 
ing that they were either distorted or even 
barefaced lies. 

The British were not about to just sit there 
at their receivers and casually shake their 
heads at such antics. Even before the British 
fleet arrived on the scene to do battle for the 
Falklands, the Defense Ministry in London 

BY TOM KNEITEL, K2AES, EDITOR 

announced that it would broadcast two ra- 
dio programs a day in Spanish to the Argen- 
tine military forces on the islands in order to 
present the British view of events. 

To broadcast their programs, the British 
took over one of the BBC's four mid -Atlan- 
tic transmitters located on Ascension Island. 
They promptly named it Radio Atlantico del 
Sur (Radio South Atlantic). 

The British explained their move by say- 
ing, "The program ... will contain some 
popular music as well as news items. News 
reporting will be strictly factual; the station 
will not indulge in propaganda." Oh yes, I 

forgot to mention that "propaganda" is 
somewhat of a dirty word and is what, in po- 
lite circles, best describes what the other side 
is doing. 

Defense Ministry spokesman Ian McDon- 
ald said the broadcasts were intended to 
counter Argentine claims "which the next 
day are contradicted by events . . . The 
hoped -for result of this is to insure insofar as 
we can that the Argentine garrison on the 
Falkland Islands appreciates the true posi- 
tion that they're in ..." Broadcasts com- 
menced in late May. 

The BBC's programming over Radio At- 
lantico del Sur, which purported to present 
both sides of the situation with equal vigor, 
promptly came under attack from the British 
public and from government ministers, in- 
cluding Prime Minister Thatcher. They felt 
that such an approach would minimize the 
effectiveness of the broadcasts in pointing 
out the British position; even if the BBC 
wasn't interested in broadcasting propagan- 
da, it seemed like everybody else was! 

For propaganda, indeed, is a most pow- 
erful weapon and not to be left to idealistic 
news reporters! It is a highly sophisticated 
and subtle psychological technique which, 
when properly used by experts, is as effec- 
tive as any military hardware. Some have 
pointed out that it may even be more effec- 
tive-for you can bomb a city and destroy its 
citizens or you can attempt to use propagan- 
da to change the minds of the people-and 
50 people with changed ideologies are far 
more useful to a cause than several thou- 
sand charred corpses. 

Of course, a raging war with bullets and 
missiles is always immediate cause for the 
commencement of broadcast propaganda. 
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More often than not, however, the use of 
broadcast propaganda to present various 
political ideologies exists when no war has 
been declared and no troops are engaged in 
battle. Radio propaganda is, nevertheless, a 
war of words, and when nations wish to pre- 
sent their political ideologies to outsiders, 
this is the first and preferred course of action . 

Even as this is being written, the United 
States is getting ready to step up the radio 
propaganda battle with Cuba. 

Cuba recently added new and more po- 
tent transmitters to its propaganda arsenal 
and plans to double the number of AM 
broadcast stations within its borders. Cas- 
tro's plan to build 96 new AM stations and to 
soup -up the power at many of the 90 exist- 
ing transmitters would successfully interfere 
with night time broadcasts throughout North 
America. "The implications for American 
Radio stations are frightening," said a Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters report. 
"The effect on the public is an enormous loss 
of news, information, and entertainment." 
Frankly, American broadcasters have been 
alternately angered and frightened by this 
proposed step-up in the hardware of the war 
of words. 

The Dept. of Defense, the FCC, Con- 
gress, and even the White House have 
become a part of these developments. 
Washington has long squawked that Cuba 
has been illegally broadcasting omnidirec- 
tional radio signals that are being received 
throughout the hemisphere and are in bla- 
tant violation of international broadcasting 
agreements. 

Although coming a month after Castro's 
announced plans, the American govern- 
ment's proposal for the establishment of a 
station to be called Radio Matti was suppos- 
edly not a direct result of any broadcasting 
activities in Cuba. Radio Marti, named after 
a Cuban hero of several generations past, 
will require $17 million to construct for oper- 
ation from its Florida location. A 50 kilowatt 
transmitter is part of the plan, which is in- 
tended to let our government "tell the Cu- 
ban people the truth about their country" 
with broadcasts of news, social, political com- 
mentary, and perhaps some entertainment. 

Castro reacted to these developments by 
showing that he's able to use gigantic trans- 
mitters to jam American stations. In Castro's 
radio broadcast arsenal is some heavy artil- 
lery-half-million watt Czechoslovakian 
transmitters. Last August he demonstrated 
their potency. 

Castro's reaction then brought a counter - 
reaction from our side which speculated 
about the use of FM or shortwave transmit- 
ters to bombard the island with transmis- 
sions from ships or aircraft. Or, it could al- 
ways make use of the old Voice of America 
facility at Marathon, FL. 

Meanwhile, the proposed Commission 
on Broadcasting to Cuba (which would op- 
erate Radio Marti) is eagerly awaiting the 
funds to get the project underway. And, 
perhaps recalling the previous radio propa- 
ganda war with Cuba some 20 years ago, 
William Krause (Chief Engineer at broadcast 

RADIO ATLANTICO DEL SUR 

\\ 
BRINGING TRUTH 

TO THE FRONT 

SCHEDULE 

AM 9700 KHz 0830 - 0930 GMT 

PM 9710 KHz 2300 - 0200 GMT 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER. 

Radio Atlantico del Sur, PO Box 408, London, UK. 

Current world tensions produce interesting propaganda broadcasters, like the British station 
Radio Atlantico del Sur, established to bring "truth" to Argentine troops stationed in the 
Falklands. As with most such broadcasters, the term "propaganda" is shunned in connec- 
tion with their own programming and is only applied to what "the other side" broadcasts. 

This card is in the collection of DXer Don Jensen. 

station WNBC in New York) commented, "I 
don't know what the answer is ... for com- 
mercial radio it would be a disaster." 

Twenty years ago, the CIA had secretly fi- 
nanced an anti -Castro station called Radio 
Swan (also called Radio Americas). It 

poured out endless hours of propaganda 
and also did a pretty good job of irritating 
Castro, while causing havoc to two clear 
channel American broadcasters who hap- 
pened to have the misfortune of being au- 
thorized by the FCC to operate on 1160 
kHz, the frequency selected by the CIA for 
its operations. 

There are few nations that aren't into ra- 
dio propaganda on one level or another in 
its many forms and guises. Our own Voice of 
America, Radio Free Europe, and Radio Li- 
berty are certainly strategic weapons in the 
international propaganda wars, although 
not to be outdone by Radio Berlin Interna- 
tional, Radio Moscow, Radio Prague, Voice 
of Vietnam, Radio Havana, and scores of 
others from all positions along the many po- 
litical lines that divide the nations of the 
world. The Middle East political situation 
has been the cause of enormous amounts of 
propaganda ranging from hysterical ranting 
and raving to in-depth "serious" explana- 
tions attempting to justify the actions and re- 
actions of the nations there. If the partici- 
pants have not been entirely successful in 
convincing the world of the sanity of their ac- 
tivities and their ideologies, then certainly it 
sounds as if they have convinced themselves 
that they're right. 

Almost every newly formed nation is on 
the air telling its story to the world and seek- 
ing acceptance. Even nations which hope to 
exist at some time in the future are busy 
broadcasting propaganda from clandestine 
transmitters hidden in mobile radio vans and 
basements. Basically, when you're talking 
about international broadcasting, more of- 
ten than not you're talking about radio prop - 

The Voice of America is the propaganda 
arm of the United States. VOA officials bris- 
tle at the use of such a description, however, 
saying that they broadcast only the truth, in- 
formation, and cultural programs - insist- 
ing that they neuer engage in propaganda. 
Listeners probably would consider the VOA 
basically a propaganda oriented operation. 
Actually, the word propaganda has a nasty 
connotation when it comes to broadcasting. 

aganda; even if it's not called by that name, 
it's still a matter of trying to convince or per- 
suade others to change their political ideas. 
Fact is that although propaganda is generally 
accepted as relating to only political matters, 
in truth it actually incorporates broadcasting 
which attempts to modify religious, social, 
economic, industrial, or other preferences 
and beliefs. 
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