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- KENWOOD

...pacesetter in Ameteur radio

All-mode receiver.

e Covers 150 kHz—30 MHz in 30 bands.

e Al mode: USB, LSB, CW. AM, FM.

= Digital VFO's. 50-Hz, 500-Hz or 5-kHz
steps. F. LOCK switch.

» Ten memories store frequency, band, and
mode data. Each memory may be tuned
as a VFO.

e Lithium batt. memory back-up.

* Memory scan.

e Programmable band scan

® Fluorescent tube digital display of
frequency (100 Hz resolution) or tire.

® Dual 24-hour quartz clocks, with timer.

e Three built-in IF filters with NARROW/WIDE
selector switch. (CW filter optional.)

» Squelch circuit, all mode, built-in.

* Noise blanker built-in.

e Large front mounted speaker.

» RF step attenuator. (0-10-20-30 dB.)

* AGC switch. (Slow-Fast.)

*"S" meter, with SINPO scale.

® High and low impedance antenna
terminals

©100/120/220/240 VAC operation.

® RECORD output jack.

o Timer REMOTE output (not for AC power).

e Muting terminals.

R-100C H gh perfermance recziver ¢ 200
k42-30 MHz in 30 kands ¢ AN, CW, 5SBe 3 IF
fiters o noise blanker ¢ RF attenuator © S-meter
©120-240 VaC = muing terminals e built-in speaker
* Jigital disday‘clock/timer

R-600 Genezral coverage receiver ¢ 150
kHz-30 MHz in 30 bands  AM. CW. SSB e IF fiiters
e noise blanker ¢ RF attenuatot ¢ S-meter with
SINPO scale # front mounted speaker ® 3 antenna
inputs @ 100-240 VAC operation e record jack

e muting terminals ® digital display

Service manuals are available for all receivers and most accessories.
Specifications and prices subject to change without notice or okligation

Optional accessories:

¢ VC-10 VHF converter fo- R-2000 covers
118-174 MHz

® YG-455C 500 Hz C\V fiter for R-2C00

® HS-4 Headphones

® HS-5 Deluxe headphonz=s

® HS-6 Lightweight headphones

® HS-7 Micro headphcnes

* DCK-1 DC cable kit for 13.8 VDC operation

® AL-2 Lightning and static arrester

Additional information on Kenwood all-band
receiversisavailable from authorized dealers.
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KENWOOD

TRIO-KENWOOD COMMUNICATIONS
1111 West Walnut Street

Compton, California 90220
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technology
doesnt get
any

From the minds of MASTERVOICE.
Introducing Butler-In- A -Box. The
worlds first environmental control sys-
tem that responds to voice commands.
The first with A.LR. (Artificial Intelli-
gent Recognizer); a futuristic software
program which makes it a reality.

Replace pushbutton control
with voice activated magic!
Butler-In-A-Box replaces old-fashioned
pushbutton control systems making
them obselete. At the sound of your
voice, he carries out your tasks. All you
have to da is ASK! From the comfort of
your favorite easy chair, up to twenty
feet away.

Control all of your electronic
devices at the sound of

your voice.

Butler-In-A-Box puts all of your elec-
tronic devices, high tech or not, under
your voic2 control. He will dial your
phone and answer incoming calls with-
out ever touching him. He turns your TV,
stereo, heating systems and other elec-
tronic devices on and off, even dims

lights. All of this instantly or at the pre- -

determined times you desire.

Computerized protection
against intruders.

Butler-In-A-Box has a unique, built-in
infrared sensor and intruston detection
system that guards your home and alerts
you to uninvited guests. When he de-
tects intruders, he will speak, and ask
them to identify themselves. Only you
can verbally command him to turn off
his intrusion detection system, because
he is trained to recognize only your
voice. He is also capable of interfacing
with your existing home security sys-
tem, soitcanbe activated by yourvoice.

Speaks and understands any
language.

Your Butler-In-A-Box is smart enough to
call you by name and answer “intelli-
gently” with a variety of random re-
sponses — in any language you wish!
Even with an accent.

Easy to install and use.

Your Butler has been designed with you
inmind. He's so simple toinstall and use
you won't believe it. Complete with in-
structional audio cassette and easy to
follow written instructions. And, no
special wiring of your home isrequired.

er!

Experience the technology of tomor-
row, today! Piat Butler-In-A-Box to work
for you.

Order direct or send for our free bro-
chure by just lifting a finger, (possibly
for the last time), and dialing our toll-
free hot-line: 1-800-O-BUTLER. (In
California) 1-(714) 952-7056. Or write:

Future Systems Marketing
5067 Cumberland Drive
Cypress, CA 90630

MOILE [ONTROL

WAYLATERQICE

Future Systems Marketing —Tomorrows dreams, today’s reality.
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“The Largest Dealer of Scanners in the World”

SCANNER WORLD, USA

10 New Scotland Ave., Albany, NY 12208 518/436-9606

he Regency 230

30 Channel Automatic/Programmable Scanner
230 FEATURES: Suggested Factory Llist Price $279.95

MW 30 Channels— For full coverage and easy selection

B No Crystals Required— Your choice of over 15,000 ANTENNA
frequencies just by pushing a raised type button on .
(R Scanner World Special =\
¥
—-——

DIGITAL DISPLAY
PROGRAM

B 6 Bands—Covers high and low VHF, UHF and UHF T o=

plus two FM Ham Bands. S AN
B Search or Scan—Scan frequencies you have entered or
search for exciting new frequencies PY

B Priority Control—Automatically overrides all other calls

to listen to your favorite frequency. (plus $5.50 shipping each)
B Alarm Clock—Quartz Clock with programmable alarm.
W Permanent Backup System—Memory re quuesdno . ] REGENCY 230 o e
ba!le/lesk Sapacr!or saves :;eg%ugfgrrzfazglele up to Opt/ona/ Accessories: VOLUMEE) g(())lrﬁé((:)‘ SWITCH
one week during power ou \ ) [ s CONTROL L
B Dual Level Display—Selects brightness level ot green C'gare.“e Lighter Plug QG'MPC .%4.95 The R 230 | o N e T
vacuum flourescent digital display Z Mobile Bracket — Special . .. $5.99 € Hegency 230 IS a compact, programmable
W Channel Lockout—Skips channels not of current interest channel, multi band, FM monitor receiver for use at
B Scan Delay—Lels you set a delay so thal replies to calls home or on the road. It is double conversion, super
will be heard before scanning resumes heterodyne used to receive the narrow band FM communications in the amateur, public safety
| D(splay Message_s—Dlsp/ay tlashes verbal messages to gnd business bands: 30-50, 144.174, and 440,512 MHz. Size 10%"WX2-7/8"HX8-3/8".D.
- :"" el W NN B N . Sophisticated microprocess-controlled circuitry eliminates the need for crystals, instead, the
B T frequency for each channel is programmed through the numbered keyboard similar to the one
xternal Speaker Jack— Standard connection allows o o A 7
use of external speaker used on a telephone. A “beep’ acknowledges contact each time a key is touched. The Z30 scans
B AC or DC—Use at home or on the go. AC Home Power approximately 15 channels per second. ) .
Cord Included Any combination of two to thirty channels can be scanned automatically, or the unit can be
B Telescoping Antenna—Electronically optimized for all  set on manual for continucus monitoring of any one channel. In addition, the search function
IeeEnaes, (S locates unknown frequencies within a band.

B UL Listad/FCC Certified Assurance of quality, American — Other features include scan delay, priority and a bright/dim switch to control the brightness of
159 0 5ol O] o Y, (ol o B, the 9-digit Vacuum-Fluorescent display. The Z30 can be operated on either 120 VAC or 12 VDC.

EXTENDED WARRANTY PROGRAM Includes one year warranty from Regency Electronics (3 yr extended warranty only $35, gives
2 EXTRA YEARS — ONLY $25.00 you a total of 4 yrs complete warranty), or 2 yr extended warranty only $25, gives you a total of 3
Scanner World is pleased to offer extended warranty rs complete warrant )
protection on your scanner purchases. For a one time y ¥ CIRCLE 57 ON FREE INFORMATION CARD
charge of only $35.00, we will provide you with 3 addi-
tional years of warranty protection after your original Digi REGENCY HX1200
. igital programmabile 45 channel hand-heid Scanner. Fre- .
warranty expires. Extended warranty program is avail quency coverage 30-50MHz. 118-136MHz, 144.174MHz B-Qmmr 100 XL
able for all types of electronics such as two-way radios, 406-420MHz, 440-512MHz. Covers public ‘service bands
scanners, TVs, VCR, 35mm cameras, personal com plus Aircraft. Has priority, search, lockout, scan plus
puters, CBs, radar delectors, stereo equipment, etc much more. Package includes HX1200, AC charger | $214.99 (6.50 shipping) Handheld digital programmable, no
Scanner World can offer this program to all customers, adapter, ni-cad batterv. carrv case. rubber antennaand 90 | crystal portable scanner. 16 channels, search feature, plus
even i product was not purchased from Scanner World day factory warranty. 32 299 more! Frequency range: 30-50, 118-174, 406-512 MHz. in-
All we need is a copy of your invoice showing purchase Complete package only. . . 1 6- 16.50 shi%ing) cluded in the package is a texible rubber antenna, earphone,
within last 30 days. For more information and rates, refer (3 year extended warranty only $35.00, 2 year $25.00) battery charger/AC adapter, 6 AA Ni-Cad rechargeable bat-
10 our 1985 Winter Catalogue or drop us a note REGENCY RH-2568 teries and a heavy duly carry case. All for the low price of:
BEARCAT 50XL Programmable Hand-Held 12499 ( 5.00) PROGRAMMABLE TRANSCEIVER 4204.99 50 shioping
AD100U AC Adapter/Charger for5S0XL . . .. . 12.95 { *} RH-256B Transceiver. 16 channel 12 VDC 2-way Radio (3 year extended warranty only $35.00, 2 year $25.00)
BEARCAT 140 AC Programmable Scanner . . .. 9499( 500 fully programmable in transmit and receive mode. in-
BEARCAT145))§L AC Programmable Scanner . 1(5)43} g%g cludes built-in CTCSS tones for encode/decode, time-
BEARCAT 175XL AC Digital Scanner 159. ! out timer. scan delay. 25 watts transmit power. priority, - °
BEARCAT 100XL Digital Hand-held (Sale) .. 204.99 (6.50) plus more. Frequency spread as shipped 152-158 MHz JIL sx 200 ACIDc
BEARCAT 210XW AC/DC Digital Scanner. 214.99( 6.50) | Ppackage includes mobile mike, bracket, mobile antenna, High-Low-UHF-Aircraft-16 Channel
BEARCAT 5 AC Crystal Scanner 86.99 ( 4.00) and all cables and instructions for installation. Special $158.99 .
BEARCAT 15 AC/DC Crystal Scanner 99.99 ( 5.00) ackage deal only: 775 shiopi only . 6.75 shipping
BEARCAT 200 AC Digital Scanner. . 17299( 500 | P (29 dy'd $399.99 ¢ N ’PP'”Sgég -
BEARCAT 20/20 AC/DC Digital Scanner . 249.98 ( 5.50) year extended warmanty $49.00 — 3 year . 0 P 0
BEARCAT 260 AngC Digital Scanner . . .239.99 ( 6.%; Ordering Information
BEARCAT 300 AC/DC Digital Scanner . .294.39( 7. H Call (518} 436 9606 lo place orders by phone or mail
BEARCAT 800 XLT ACIDC Digial Scanmer 3988 (600 Super Special Package Sale orders 1o Scanner World, 10 New Scotiand Ave Al
BEARCAT DX-1000 Shortwave Receiver . .. ... ... 439.99 (12. bany NY 12208 Orders will be shipped same day
REGENCY HX-1200 Digital Hand-held 45 Channel . . . 216.98 ( 6.50} REGENCY Hx'650 re eyn ed by Unned Parcel Service Scanner World ac
REGENCY MA-257 Cigarette cord for HX1000/1200 . . . 16.99( ‘) Pocket Scanner “epts VISA MasterCard COLD shipments by United Par-
REGENCY MA-917 Ni-cad Battery for HX1000/1200 . . . 21.99 ( ) el will be for cash or cerhhed checks only Mail order
REGENCY HX-CASE Hvy Leath. case for HX1000/1200 34.99 ( *) 6 CHANNELS - 4 BANDS with personal or business checks will be held 4 weeks
REGENCY MA-256 Drop in charger for HX1000/1200 . . 64.98 ( 3.50) VHF-Lo 3010 50 MHx tor bank clearance Orders with cashiers checks
REGENCY R-1060 Programmable 10 chan. AC Scanner 94.99 ( 5.00) VHF-High 146 to 174 MH money orders shipped same day recewed Prices
REGENCY HX-2000 Digital Hand-Held . .. .. ... . ... 299.99( 6.50) -Hig © Z specilications and terms subject to change without pr
REGENCY MX-3000 AC/DC Digital Scanner 2198.99( 650) | UHF 450 to 170 MHz ot notice If tems are out of stock we will backorder and
REGENCY MX-4000 AC/DC Digital Scanner 319.99 ( 6.50) UHFT 470 to 212 MHz notity you of delivery date All shipments are FOB Scan
sgggmg; m%% 28;88 B!g!ia: gcanner . ggggg% ‘75%; Small Size 33 Wx5 ' Hx1'D ner World warehouse in Albary, NY We are not respon
3 > Digital Scanner - 399 - . sible for typographical errors All merchandise carres full
REGENCY Z-10 AC/DC D!Q!ta' Scanner . . 146.99 ( 5.00) Quality features included in the Regency HX-650 manutacturers warranty Bid Proposals and Purchase
REGENCY Z-30 AC/DC Digital Scanner 129.99( 5.50) are 6 channels - 4 band coverage. lockout orders accepted from Government agencies Free full
REGENCY 2-45 AC/DC Digital Scanner 179.99( 5.00) | switches manual step switch. scanning speed of Iine catalogue avalable upon request No minimum ord
RM%g!IEngY Z;§0 ABC/DE I':)'lqitzalsSCanner : a 1995.?)3% 5.59; 15 channels per second. long lasting LED's. volume er New York State Residents add 7°c sales tax Deal
ile Mounting Bracket for Z Scanner . ... 5. | ) S b letternead for dealer wholesale
REGENCY D810 AG Digital Scanner 176.99( 5.50) & squelch controlf, AC adéptpr charger jacks ir%”?gagn usiness letternead tor aler w
REGENCY C-403 AC Crystal Scanner .. .. . . .. 6699( 400) | Scanner World’s Special Package Deal HIPPING CHARGE
REGENCY ACT-R-106 AC/DC Crys. Scanner 19699( 450) |y doc the following: SHIPPING CHARGES ,
REGENCY ACT-R-1 AC/DC Crys. Single Channel . 75.99( 4.00) g: (*)Add ($) per scanner, and $3.00° for all accessories
REGENCY RH-256 High Band Transceiver 399.99( 7.75) * Regency HX-650 Pocket Scanner otdered at same time. COD shipments will be charged
RCD MRP-1 Single Channel Hand-Held . . 38.99 ( 3.00) s MA-506 Carry Case an addihional $3 00 per package Fuil insurance 1s in
JIL $X-200 AC/DC Digital Scanner . . .. 158.99 ( 6.75) o Set of 4AAA Nickel Cadmium Batteries ctuded in shipping charges All orders are stupped by
JIL SX-400 DC Digital Scanner. . . . . . . . 479.99 (12.00) » 6 Monitor Crystals (specify frequencies United Parcel Service Shipping charges are for continen
FANON MBHLU DC Crystal Scanner. . . ... .. . .99.99( 4.00) AEReIEs I | 'd Nilesies tal USA only Outside of contnental USA. add $15.00
FANON PSK-1 AC Adapted for MBHLU ... .. ... ... 1299( ) S 6F We Wil INGUeRE Eanis per scanner
FANON Slim-6 HLU Crystal Hand-held Scanne 103.99 ( 4.00) for unknown frequencies)
FOX BMP-1060 AC/DC Digital Scanner » 149.99( 550) [ * Flexible Rubber Duckey Arlenna Scanner World, USA
FOX Mounting Bracket for BMP-1060 . . ...9.99( *) .
WHISTLER Spectrum Radar Detector. . ... 19998 ( 500 Scanner World Package Price 10 New Scotland Ave., Albany, NY 12208
WHISTLER Remote Spectrum Radar Detector . . . . . . 199.99 ( 5.00)
ANT-1 Magnet Mount Mobile Scanner Antenna . . . . .. 29.99( 3.00) 5109.99 (51 8) 436-9606
ANT-6 Base Scanner Antennaw/50'cable. .. .... .. .. 29.99( 3.00) (Plus $5.50 Shipping) Most orders Shipped Same Day Received!
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MADISON

Electronics Supply

3621 Fannin St.
Houston, TX. 77004
Call for Quotes
1-800-231-3057

Texas Number:
1-713-520-7300

Commercial quality scanning receiver 25-1300
MHz plus, keyboard entry, 99 memories, 5 tuning
speeds. Call for $$$

ANTENNAS

ADISON stocks antennas from most MAJOR ANTENNA
MANUFACTURERS Examples
BARKER & WILLIAMSON
TRAP DIPOLE 57.50
AMECO Receiver Preamp

OHN TOWERS.
SPECIAL - BUTTERNUT ANTENNAS

SC-3000 30 10 512 MHz SCANNER ANT 5895
SWL DIPOLE stub tunned. low 1055 2 10 30 MHz 44.95
HF6V 80 40 30 20 15 & 10 meter vertical ©24 95
HF2V 80 & 40 meter vertical 12495
ACCESSORIES IN STOCK  CALL

POUCIES: MASTERCARD  VISA - COI

All prices FOB Houston TX except as noted Prices sub
1ect to change without notice subject to prior sale Used
gear sale price refunded if not satisfied Texas residents
subject to sales tax

PACKET MANIA

The hottest trend in radio today is
packet radio. Packet is error-free
communications, and involves link-
ing a special converter called a TNC
(terminal node controller) with a
transceiver or receiver and your
computer. With a TNC you can copy
RTTY, AMTOR, code, or packet com-
munications. Madison offers both
the AEA PK-80 or the Kantronics
Communicator, both priced at
$229.00, as optimum ways to get
started in packet. Call for further in-
formation.
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SERINGIN

AN EDITORIAL

As absolutely incredible as it may seem,
the cellular mobile telephone (CMT) in-
dustry actually tried to get a law passed in
California that looked toward making it im-
possible for Californians to monitor commu-
nications frequencies allocated by the FCC
for CMT operations. This law, and its
dangerous hidden potentials, has been dis-
cussed several times previously in our
pages.

The idea was, as aptly put by the Personal
Radio Steering Group, Inc. in their newslet-
ter Personal Radio Exchange, because “cel-
lular companies want to be able to claim that
cellular telephone calls should be entirely
private (even though they can easily be re-
ceived on certain types of TV sets and
VCR’s, not to mention scanners!).”

When the legislation failed to get approval
in California, the CMT industry trade group
packed up their marbles and went to Wash-
ington to see how their brainstorm would
fare. When it got into those hallowed halls, it
changed from being a horrible little brat into
a large and rather hideous demon.

Dubbed “The Electronic Communica-
tions Privacy Act of 1985” (H.R. 3378), it
was sponsored by Rep. Robert Kastenmeier
(D-Wisconsin), and Rep. Carlos Moorhead
(R-California), and was presented to Con-
gress in September. A bill with the same
name and almost identical wording (S-1667)
was presented to the Senate by Sen. Pat
Leahy (D-Vermont).

The way this legislation is structured, it
would (if eventually enacted) be so broad
and all-encompassing that it would be
patently illegal to monitor many of the trans-
missions you presently enjoy listening to on
your scanner! It would cause most of the
VHF/UHF communications taking place to
be covered under the federal anti-wiretap
laws.

The only transmissions you’'d be permit-
ted to legally monitor would be broadcasts to
the general public, CB, distress calls, police
and fire transmissions, Ham radio, and
“walkie talkies.” This is what I predicted here
more than a year ago when the Cable TV in-
dustry began trying to get private individuals
to stop buying and using equipment that
could pick up frequencies used by MDS (mi-
crowave point-to-point TV distribution sta-
tions) operations.

This is really happening! I'm not kidding!

The scanner industry has been making a
valiant effort to educate the Washington
legislators so they can get a clearer picture of
this proposed legislation, its implications
and impact.

Hard to believe that the CMT industry, in
order to promote their own commercial in-
terests, would be so conniving as to sit back
and watch this taking place without having
pointed out to the Congressional people

BY TOM KNEITEL, K2AES

that the proposed legislation is impractical,
illogical, unnecessary, and thoroughly un-
enforceable.

You're saying to yourself, “If the CMT
people want privacy, let them use voice
scramblers rather than support such sweep-
ing legislation that puts the onus on the gen-
eral public tuned to radio frequencies
owned by that public.” That has already
been thought of. The CMT folks, not wish-
ing to add to the costs of their hardware by
incorporating scramblers, has taken the po-
sition that such an approach isn't feasable in
light of existing technology. Many might dis-
agree with such a position.

Of course, there are other 100% off-the-
wall things about all of this that may have oc-
curred to you, such as, boaters could no
longer listen to any communications not
specifically directed to them on any VHF
marine channel. Actually, the only channel
they could legally monitor would be Chan-
nel 16, used for calling and distress. The fact
is, it would be legal only to hear the distress
messages, but illegal to hear any other trans-
missions, such as a call to another vessel.
How would you adjust your transceiver to
screen out non-distress calls and those calls
not intended for your own vessel?

And, if you're into General Aviation, you
wouldn’t be able to monitor 122.8 or 122.9
MHz around small airports, or control tow-
er, or approach control frequencies, in
order to safely navigate your aircraft. Wire-
tapping!

Licensed in the Business Radio Service?
Special Industrial Radio Service? Maritime
Service? Taxi Radio Service? Relay Press
Radio Service? Auxiliary Broadcast Radio
Service? In any radio service where you
share a frequency (or a repeater) with other
local stations? Take heed; you no longer
would be legally permitted to listen to see if
the frequency is in use before you begin us-
ing it yourself. Wiretapping!

A Ham radio operator who monitors are-
peater will have to switch off his/her station
when there are autopatch (‘phone patch)
calls going through because, even though
Ham contacts aren’t covered by the pro-
posed law, the telephone calls are!

Of course, scanner owners who like to
sample a variety of wares on the communi-
cations bands would also be affected by each
and every one of these taboos, plus num-
erous others that | haven’t even touched
upon here.

If there is anybody out there who thinks
that such a law could ever be enforced, what
with millions of two-way users and scanner
owners now going full blast, please be sure
to let me hear from you, because [ have a
wonderful old bridge in Brooklyn I'd like to

sell you at a very reasonable price.
Yes, | know it's hard to believe that the
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CMT industry, or anybody else, could have
been able to peddle such an inane concept
and have it taken seriously. Obviously,
there’s got to be a righteous hook upon
which to hang such a dark cloak. And, by
golly, there is!

This hook was gleefully explained in the
November 18 edition of The Spotlight, a
weekly tabloid published in Washington,
DC. They heralded Kastenmeier’s proposed
law as if it were what everybody was finally
waiting for because “the federal government
is up to its eyeballs in electronic surveillance
of American citizens.” Yup, it seems that the
maguffin is that the law will be so broad and
all-encompassing that it will effectively stop
federal agencies from doing any surveil-
lance. If you believe that the passage of this
law will have any restraining effect whatso-
ever on surveillance, then, in addition to the
bridge, you might also like to consider pur-
chasing from me a large antique copper
statue of a robed woman, recently refur-
bished, and located in New York Harbor.

Well, that's supposedly the point of this
proposed law, and if it also happens to slice
into scanners and just about all two-way
communications, sorry ’bout that!

Rep. Kastenmeier, whose Judiciary Sub-
committee on Civil Liberties has been hold-
ing the hearings on this proposal, has ap-
parently been revved up on the federal
snooping aspect of this law and has been
propelled by a full head of steam mixed with
misinformation. Believe me, that’s a more
dangerous fuel mixture than nitro-methane!
Kastenmeier’s philosophy on all of this is
really quite basic and super-simple: “Today
we have large-scale electronic mail opera-
tions, cellular and cordless telephones, pag-
ing devices, miniaturized transmitters for
radio surveillance, lightweight compact tele-
vision cameras for video surveillance, and a
dazzling array of digitized information net-
works, which were little more than concepts
two decades ago . . . This array of technol-
ogies enhances the risk that our communi-
cations will be intercepted by either private
parties or the government.”

In a nutshell, this looks to be a classic ex-
ample of the tired old tactic of using a sup-
posedly well-intentioned motive as a red
herring to draw applause while something
basically insidious is being slipped through
the back door. Those who spot the true core
of legislation are supposed to be afraid to
knock it for fear that they’ll be accused of en-
dorsing continued federal agency use of
electronic surveillance. This is neither a very
new nor novel way of approaching some-
thing, but it does work, like hiding the aspirin
in the baby’s orange juice.

And, when stripped of its padding about
curbing federal surveillance, all the fuss
seems to be just so the CMT industry can
make more money by selling equipment
without scramblers while still promising their
customers “‘privacy.”

But many people already own CMT’s.
The industry is selling these units as fast as
they can produce them, and without any as-
surances of communications privacy. Lots

of cordless telephones, mobile telephones,
marine and aircraft radios, business/indus-
trial and land transportation communica-
tions equipment has also been sold and used
for a very long time without the promise of
privacy, and without an industry trade or-
ganization having to resort to a smokescreen
about ending federal snooping.

One can but wonder about the potentials
of this latest effort to slice into communica-
tions and monitoring usage. Could it also af-
fect monitoring on the VLF or international
shortwave bands, or on MDS frequencies,
or elsewhere? Your guess is as good as
mine. The way they’re thinking now, radio
astronomy might be considered to be wire-
tapping! Folks who have something extra-
ordinarily private to discuss have long been
well aware that a radio circuit or even a land-
line telephone can never offer complete
privacy, regardless of laws supposedly giv-
ing such assurances.

Since the very earliest days of spark gap
transmission, and continuing through about
eight decades, communications monitoring
has been a popular and honorable preoccu-
pation with far more instances of benefit
than of harm to the public. As far as [ can
see, all of the paranoia about the monitoring
public goes back only about 5 or 6 years,
when Motorola began publicizing their DVP

paign suggested that scanner owners were
probably as disreputable in person as they
looked in the Motorola sales literature show-
ing a posed photograph of some guys re-
sembling my wife's uncles—Moe, Larry,
and Curly.

Since that time, there seems to have been
a growing suspicion about the caliber of per-
sons involved in all types of monitoring ef-
forts. This was demonstrated so well in Rep.
Kastenmeier’s statement we quoted.

Actually, it would all be quite humorous if
it weren'’t so frightening!

Maybe now is a good timeto check in with
your Congressional representatives to see
where they stand on the so-called Electronic
Communications Privacy Act of 1985. You
might like to offer some of your own opin-
ions, just in case he doesn’t fully com-
prehend the basic implications of the pro-
posed legislation.

On Another Topic

We should have pointed out that the Oc- I
tober editorial commentary about Radio
Marti’s programming included, in part, re-
search done by Nelson P. Valdes of Albu-
querque, New Mexico. Sorry that we ne-

voice scramblers. Their promotional cam-  glected to mention that last October.
- ] o*
Public safety communications...
* - - 9
is it too public*
; ¢ ' The Motorola
‘ - Digital Voice
Protection System
keeps public safety
communications
private.
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A MOTOROLA

Communications monitors seem to have been regarded without suspicion until Moto-
rola came up with a new approach a few years ago. Since then, others have tried to
run with the ball.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The most interesting questions we receive
will be answered here in each issue. Address
your questions to: Tom Kneitel, Editor, Pop-
ular Communications magazine, 76 North
Broadway, Hicksville, NY 11801.

High Flyin’ Weather

I'm constantly amazed by the large
amount of communications traffic on the
FAA Flight Watch frequency (122.0 MHz).
It seemns to me that with weather information
being such a vital part of aviation. there
would be one or two additional frequencies
implemented to give weather data to pilots.
It makes good listening, too! Better weather
info than the NWS broadcasts.

Ben Emerson, Sr.
Springfield, MO

The FAA, like other federal agencies. is
caught in the budget crunch. Further com-
plicating the situation is the burden of pilots
being required to communicate with the
FAA’s Flight Service Stations (which oper-
ate the Flight Watch network). This has re-
sulted in the FAA putting a number of ex-
pansion plans into limbo — including the en-
largement of the Flight Watch program.
Flight Watch now operates every day on
122.0 MHz between 0600 and 2200 local
time, exchanging weather information with
aircraft flying at @ minimum of 5,000 feet
and within 80 miles of a Flight Watch trans-
mitting facility. Aircraft below 5,000 feet can
also use the service if they can achieve com-
munications with a ground station. Hoping
to relieve congestion on 122.0 MHz, last
year the FAA ran a test of a second Flight
Watch channel at their Oakland, Las Vegas,
and Phoenix stations. This was conducted
on 134.825 MHz and was intended for air-
craft flying above 18,000 feet. If the service
is ever expanded, that would be a possible
frequency for it to use in addition to 122.0
MHz. —Editor

TV Jeebies

When is the best time to try DX’ing on a
TV set? Will TV stations verify reception re-
ports? | ask because [ do notice TV “skip”
coming through from time to time and it
might be an interesting aspect of the DX
hobby.

Justin Michaels
Canoga Park, CA

It's a wonderful aspect of the DX hobby,
but you weren't the first to discover TV
DX’ing. Folks have been avidly pursuing
these stations for at least 40 years! Although
the peak DX reception time occurs in June,
you can find yourself in the midst of a DX
opening during other times of the year. TV
broadcasters have been quite generous with
QSL’s. Many TV DX enthusiasts like to take

still photos or make VCR recordings of their’

receiving accomplishments. The photo here
was taken from a TV screen. While it didn’t
represent DX (Channel 5 in New York City
islocalto me), itisinteresting inthatitis atest
pattern shown at 10:46 p.m. during eve-
ning prime time viewing hours (note the dig-
ital time shown in the photo). It was taken
when the TV station was having a technical
problem and points up the advantages of al-
ways keeping a camera handy for sudden
DX openings or other unusual occurrences.
As a side benefit, you get to feel like you're
always pursuing your hobby and not simply
wasting your time watching Dynasty or Dal-
las. — Editor

You And Your Big Mouth —
Me And Mine!

In the three years I've been reading
POP’COMM, 1 have been clued-in on many
frequencies offering far-out communica-
tions. I've always thought that the DX’ing
fraternity is, in many ways, similar to a gi-
gantic intelligence gathering agency, root-
ing-out communications that would other-
wise have remained hidden. The federal
government ought to hire all of us.

W .B. Ravel
Kansas

The government’s Intelligence Commu-
nity is fully aware of the DX'ing hobby. For
many years several agencies have pored
over just about all publications (including
SWL club newsletters) for whatever infor-
mation of interest DX’ers have managed to
discover. In that respect, they don’t need to
hire SWL’s since they already have input
from their findings. Moreover, these agen-
cies seem to regard this information with se-
riousness. Not long ago, one of our authors
was told by such an agency that speculations
he has made in our pages about a certain
type of overseas transmission were begin-
ning to delve into areas where they would
prefer he minded his own business. Appar-
ently he was getting too close to “home
plate” on a rather ticklish topic!

A reader once obtained, through the
Freedom of Information Act, alarge batch of
paperwork relating to federal interest in
SWL material that had appeared in a now-
defunct electronics magazine. He sent me a

photocopy of one of aparticular agency’s in-
house memos that offered a critique of a fea-
ture story | had written in which that agen-
cy’s communications were mentioned. Al-
though the memo had been heavily cen-
sored, and noted that | hadn’t made any
“specific derogatory reference” to the agen-
cy in question, the agency wa