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Call Book
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Milton J. Cross and Grand Opera; Radio Log of Glory; M-G-M on the Air; Sam Pickard’s
Rise; New Circuit; How of Broadcasting; International Conference; Phantom Orchestra
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Balkite AB
A complete unit, re-
placing both “A” and
“B” batteries and sup-
plying radio current
directly from tbe light
socket. Contains no
battery in any form.
Operates only during
reception. Makes any
radio set an “electric
receiver.” Two mod.
els, 135 volts, §64.50.
180 wolts, $74.50.

For the

L CENSED UNTCR ANOCAEWS MAMMOND PATENT "uﬂ

e P RRRETES e S

radio set owners @hristmas—

Balkite “A”— Exactly like Balkite AB
but for the “A” circuit only. Enables
owners of Balkite“B” to make a complete
light socket installation at very low cost.
Price $35.00.

Balkite “B"—the accepted, tried and
proved light socket “B” power supply.
The first Balkite“B,” after 5 years, is still
rendering satisfactory service. Three
models: $22.50, $35.00, $42.50.

The standard charger [whether trickle or
high-rate] for radio “A” batteries is Bal-
kite. Noiseless. Can be used during recep-
tion. Three models: §7.50, $9.50, $17.50.

There are special models for 25-40 cycle

current at slightly higher prices. Prices

are higher West of the Rockies and in
Canada.

—

b

If it’s the owner\

of a radio set to
whom you want to
make a gift, that simplifies the problem
of what to give. For there’s one thing the
radio set owner is sure to need —up-to-
date power equipment. Give him Balkite.

When you give Balkite you give the
best radio has to offer. Noiseless battery
charging, successful light socket “B”
power, trickle charging, and now—most
important of all—Balkite AB, a cofnplete
unit containing no battery in any form,
and supplying radio power from the
light socket. The great

Balkite

/ good as new and

will probably be
so for years to come.

When you give Balkite you give
equipment that has stood the test of
time. The Balkite principle of electrolytic
rectification today is standard on the
signal systems of most American as well
as European and Oriental railroads.
Over 2,000,000 Balkite Power Units now
in use in radio and in a score of indus-
tries are based upon it. Increasing recog-
nition of its worth is seen in the fact that
Balkite now has three licensees in the
radio field alone—

advances in radio pow-
er have been made by
Balkite.

When you give Bal-
kite you give perma-
nent equipment. The
first Balkite “*B,” after
five years of service, is
now a little battered in
appearance, but in

Chicago Civic Opera
Balkite Hour
Every Thursday Evening

Now Balkite brings you an entire
season of one of the world’s great-
estoperacompanies. BalkiteHour,
Thursday Evenings, ten o’clock
Eastern Standard time. Over sta-
tions WJZ, WBZA, WBZ, KDKA,
KYW, WGN, WMAQ. WEBH,
WBAL, WHAM, WJR, WLW,
KSD. wWOC, WOW, WCCO.
WHO, WDAF.

Gould,Vesta and USL.
Whatever the type

of set, whatever type of
power equipment is
wanted (with batteries
or without), Balkite
has it. Let your dealer
advise you. He will
tell you what Balkite
equipment any set

performance is as

owner should have.

FANSTEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, INc, NORTH CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Licensees for Germany:
Siemens & Halske, A. G. Wernerwerk M
Siemensstadt, Berlin

www americanradiohistorv com

Balkite

Radio Power Units

Sole Licensees in the United Kingdom:
Messrs. Radio Accessories Led., 9-13 Hythe Rd.
Willesden, London, N. W. 10
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bank, draw out a roll—and just thumb it over in my office and grin! That’s

E When I first started making real important money, I used to go down to the g

how good it felt to get success and big money, after vears at a low-paid job.

Success and Big Money

ere for Others, Not Me

Believe It or Not, That Was What
I Thought of Myself —Just Twelve
Short Months Ago

] "M telling you, just one year ago I’d never seen a hundred
dollar bill in my life outside of a bank.
You’d think I’m kidding you if you saw the fine radio
But it’s gospel truth.
months ago I was only a poorly paid clerk, and I thought

business I own now.

success had passed me by.

All my crowd in those days—the fellows
I met in the pool hall and at the bowling-
alleys—said a fellow had to have money to
make money. They claimed there was no
chance for a fellow whose family didn’t
have money or some business to start him
out in. And I'd decided they must be
right.

I guess at that time I had just about
given up hope. I thought there must be
some kind of a mystery about making a lot
of money. I figured I just didn’t have an
even chance to grab off success and big
money. But I was due for a big awakening.

Did I get it? Oh, boy! Read my story
and judge for yourself.

It all started one day last summer, when
Helen, the girl 1 wanted to marry, was
leaving for the seashore. Of course | went
to the station to see her off.

As [ stepped onto the station platform
Bob Oakes and Wilmer Pratt had just
rolled up in their cars. They climbed out
with their arms full of bundles—books,
expensive candy, flowers, all sorts of things.
Well sir, I wished I could have swallowed
in one gulp the little box of drugstore
candy I had bought for Helen—it certainly
looked pitiful beside all that stuff.

\Ve three stood there talking to Helen until train-
time, while Helen’s mother locked me up and down.
Like any young girl’s mother would, she had my

financial standing already sized up within thirty-five
cents. Cheap suit, cheap hat, she took it all in.

Just twelve

And you could see on her face all the time what a lot
of nerve she thought I had to give Bob and Wilmer
a run for elen.

\{ell, to make a long story short, Helen was nice,
but her mother stood there looking scornful when-
ever she glanced my way, and she hardly spoke to
me at all. I felt about as welcome as the measles,
and as uncomfortable as the itch.

And Bob and Wilmer were exchanging sly grins

behind my back—! caught them once or twite.
They didn’t take any trouble to spare my feelings
—I guess it just suited them to see ne sweat.
I began to wish that 1 and my cheap suit and cheap
hat could sink through the floor, but I stayed there
and stuck it out.

\When Helen’s train finally left, I slunk home,
ashamed and humiliated. [ walked down quiet side
streets so nobody would see me. 1 went upstairs to
my room and sat there with a lump in my throat,
getting hotter and hotter and more ashamed of
myself. Then I began to see red and redder.

Finally | jumped up and banged the table. *I'll
show ‘em,”” [ growled through clenched teeth.
““There must be some way for a man to make real
money!” An idea suddenly flashed through my
head.

astily I began thumbing the pages of a magazine
on the table, searching for an advertisement that
I’d seen 1many times, but passed up without think-
ing, an advertisement telling of big opportunities for
trained men to succeed in the great new Radio field.
With the advertisement was a coupon offering a big
free book full of information. [ sent the coupon in,
and in a few days received a handsome 64-page
book, printed in two colors, telling all about the
opportunities in the Radio field and how a man can
prepare quickly and easily at home to take advan-
tage of these opportunities. I read the hook care-
fully and when 1 finished it I made my decision.

What’s happened in the twelve months since that
day, as I've already told you, scems almost like a

Take another tip—No matter what your plans are, no matter how much or how little you know

about Radio—clip the coupon below and look their free book over.

It is filled with interesting facts,

figures, and photos, and the information it will give you is worth a few minutes of anybody’s time.
You will place yourself under no obligation—the book is free, and is gladly sent to anyone who wants

to know about Radio.

dream to me now. For ten of those twelve months,
I've had a Radin business of my own! At first, of
course, I started it as a little proposition on the side,
under the guidance of the National Radio Institute,
the outfit that gave me my Radio training. It
wasn’t long hefore I was getting so much to do in
the Radio line that I quit my measly little clerical
job,"and devoted my full time to my Radio business.

Since that time I've gone right on up, always
under the watchful guidance of my friends at the
National Radio Institute. They would have given
me just as much help, too, if | had wanted to follow
some other line of Radio besides building my own
retail business—such as broadcasting, manufactur-
ing, experimenting, sca operating, or any of the score
of lines they prepare you for. And to think that
until that day I sent for their eve-opening book, I'd
been wailing *‘I never had a chance!”

Now I'm making real money, own a good car,
stand high in my town, can horrow money at the
bank any time I might waat it. [’m getting some
real fun and enjoyment out of life, not just existing
from pay-day to pay-day.

And—just listen to this! Bob was in my place
only the other day, and asked me for a job! Wilmer
is still getting along pretty well on his father’s
money, but he'd trade places with me any day-.

And Helen? Well—the Loneymoon will he spent
in Honohulu, starting two months from tomorrow!

Here’sa real tip. Think it over—are you satisfiell?
i‘.\[e>you making enough money, at work that you
ike?

This new Radio game is a live-wire field of golden
rewards. The work in any of the 20 different lines
of Radio, is fascinating, absorbing, well paid. The
National Radio Institute—oldest an largest Radio
home-study school in the world—will train you
inexpensively in your own home to know Radio
from A to Z and to increase your carnings in the
Radio field.

J. E. SMITH, President,
National Radio Institute,
Dept. P-96, Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Smith:

Just Address

J. E. SMITH, President

Please send me your 64-page free book. printed in two colors, giving
all information about the opportunities in Radio and how. [ can learn
quickly and easily at home to take advantage of them. I understand
this reQuest places me under no obligation, and that no salesmen will

National Radio Institute
Dept. P-96, Washington, D. C. :l
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or L hese Four Reasons

Arcturize Your Present Radio Set

Enjoy all the Benefits of A-C Power
from Your Light Socket with--

e
=,

Arcturus A-C Tubes

DETECTOR 2 AMPLIFIER = POWER

Arcturus A-C Tubes Have
4 Outstanding Features:

1. Exceptional tone quality, 3.
volume and sensitivity.

2. Readily adaptable to all
circuits using standard sockets.

If you have been awaiting the perfection of A-C
Tubes before modernizing your present set, send
at once for detailed information on the operating
characteristics of Arcturus A-C Tubes.

Ask Your Dealer

It doesn’t take long or cost much to install Arcturus A-C Tubes in
your present set. Your dealer’s service man can get engineering
instructions for the few simple changes in wiring that are necessary.
Always remember that in changing over your set for A-C operation,
Arcturus A-C Tubes require the least changes in wiring.

Perfect operation under all
normal line voltage variations:

4. Free from hum.

For the Technical Man--

The unique advantages which we claim
for Arcturus A-C Tubes are directly
traceable to unique features of con-
struction and exceptional operating
characteristics.

The exceptional long life of Arcturus
Tubes is due to the enormous electron
supply resulting from the heater oper-
ating at a low temperature.

The highly efficient cathode is re-
sponsible for the unusual sensitivity of
Arcturus A-C Tubes, and for the excep-
tional volume and tone quality which
their use insures. This cathode pro-
duces: 1. A high amplification factor

(10.5). 2. A low plate impedance
(9,000 ohms). 3. A high mutual con-
ductance (1160 micromhos).

Since the base of the Arcturus A-C
Tube is of the standard four prong
type, no additional terminals are re-
quired, making Arcturus Tubes adapt-
able to existing circuits with all the
simplicity of D-C tubes. No center
taps or balancing are required. A com-
mon toy transformer may be used.
Filament voltage is the same (15 volts)
for all types—detector, amplifier and
power.

The freedom from hum which is one
of the most important features of Arc-

turus A-C Tubes is due to the use of
low A-C current, only 0.35 ampere.
(Disturbing electro-magnetic fields are
proportional to alternating current—
not voltage.) Arcturus Tubes in all
stages are four element tubes with in-
directly heated cathodes.

Normal variations in line voltage do
not affect the operation of Arcturus
A-C Tubes. The amplification factor is
practically constant over a wide range
of filament voltages—13.0 to 18.0 volts.

The use of a heavy carbon filament
enables Arcturus A-C Tubes to with-
stand even an unusual overload.

ARCTURUS RADIO COMPANY, INC.

259 Sherman Avenue, Newark, N.J.

e = A s S
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EAR MRS, “A OF MONTREAL: This is Mr. Cross, and T do
D hope that vou are not disappointed. T ecan imagine your surprise

at tiis fulsome answer to vour »ather bashful note to me of a few
davs ago. T love the naive way in which you saj ‘Judging from his
unusual manner of announcing. one would imagine im t2 be a man of
more refinement. culture and education than t(he majority of
announcers.”

You have said it better than T dare, for [ should risk my soul for all
time to come to make comparisons that other announcers might con
sider odious. But here he is—tull page of him—and. bless your dear
heart. he needs it for to tell the truth he has ceased to make a bowing
acquaintance with the seales at 200 quite some time ago, T am told.

Of course You hear hin every Thursday night. I do. and T'H edmit
I'd as soon hear AMilton J. Cross ax Tite Schipa. Tsn't that a terrible
confession for a professed lover of the opera’ But Mr. Cross is such
4 gentleman! His language ix %o well chosen. his voice so perfeetly
modnlated, and he scems so sympathetic with the eharacters ne
describes. Don't vou win ply adore him

You know, Mrs - it is perfectly wonderful the way ne commutes
between Chicago and New York Imagine having ta travel almost
2.000 miles every week just to announce one progran: over the Radio!
It is simply tremendous.

Mr. Sto of the National Broadea ting company, sent me several
pictures of AMr. Cross and thix. he said, he liked the laast of all. >
dear. I'm xo sorry to disappoint yvou but really I never have met Mr.
Cross in person. We all cherish such splendid illusfons about our
beloved annour cers, and I dare say, it ix almost riskyv to actually meet
them. | have had oue or two experiences. and prefer to adwnire taem
from o dixtanee

Mr. Stone dvesn't like this picture. 1 think it 1s marvelous. don't
you? And that's just the way he sits at the opera when yon hear him
telling the siory of what has transpired, and what we are to expect.
Look at this picture next Thursday night and tanecy him sitting
there just like thit while yYou hear him tahk.

Doesn’t he look mischievous? Yes. he has blue eves and brown hair.
Oh, and a darling of a wife and haby girl'! He is a graduate of the
Damroseh Tnstitute of Musical Art ard has quite a r puation as i
singer, as vou may know. He was born in New York, and 1@ bhelieve he
is of the Preshyvterian faith.

Faithfully yours,
MARCELLA

W
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Please credit this ballot to:

(Orchestra’s Name)
Signed .

Address .....c0eues

COUPON BALLOT |

World’s Most Popular Orchestra Contest

POPULAR ORCHESTRA Editor, Radio Digest,
510 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, 1.

SHEPHERDS HEAR |
““ANGELIC VOICES”
Buddies on Wyoming Sheep Ranch

Write KOA Joy of Hearing
Music From the Sky

ing sheep in the Wyoming hills,”
| said a letter from a shepherd to
the director of Station KOA, Denver, re-
| cently. " We' generally means the herder,
{his dog and his pony. But I've got a
buddy out here and we get atong fine now
that we can hear you by Radio.
»Shepherds have always been going
| nlone tending sheep just about the same
since Adam and Eve got kicked out of
12den. And nobody ever did anything to
| muke it any different until Radio was dis-
| cover d. Al we used to hear was lambs
| bleating, dams answering, wolves and
coyotes and sometimes a dog barking or a

“WE GET fed up with scenery herd-

of Station....ooveveeceeees
(Calt Letters)

Californian Logs
616 Radio Calls

William MacDonald Believed to Hold
World’s Dx Record—Uses Own
Ten Tube Receiver

ing stations. one may safely assume

to be a successful candidate for the
degree of D. X. After that, further
aceumulatlons of reception certificates
may be considered in the post-graduate
class.

A dispatch by Dan Thomas to the Chi-
cago Evening Post Radio weekly avows
that Wiiliam MacDonald of Chula Vista.
Calif.. has evidence to back up his claims
that he has logged 616 stations from 37
pations scattered over the world. Mr.
Thomas belicves this to be a world rec-
ord, and so far as Radio Digest has been
able to determine it is a world recerd.

MacDonnld has a ten-tube set which he
developed himself. He has been at the
job of getting distance practically every
night for three years and says:

Solved All Secreots

“There are several secrets to long dis-
tance reception. I believe I have solved
all of them with my set, for I have tuned
in stations from the most distant points
on earth. Where the average filament
tests 50 all of mine test 100.

“rPhe batteries alse are an important
factor. 1 use rubber insulated batteries
of high capacity and a series of wet I3
batteries having a total capucity of 200
volts. It Is important to have wet B
batteries.

“Right now I am trying out an outside
non-directional cage aerial, but I have
had my best success with the Gilcrest
type box aeriul which has no insulators.
Insulators are bound to offer resistance,
although they are not supposed to.

“I also have found that three ground
wires will increase the receiving radius
a considerable extent. [ am using three
of them, running into the ground about
a foot apart. They set up an electrical
field in the ground that greatly enhances
reception.”

Gets Bombay Amateur

Almost half way around the world lies
Bombay, India. With an up and going
super power station kicking off five or
ten kw that certainly would be a DX
wave worth roping on any set anywherc.
But this Bombay amateur station shoots
a 320 meter wave with only 52 watts,
and MacDonald has that as one of his
616 stations.

Ilis sacred log is a veritable Radio atlas
of the world. England, Ireland, France,

WHEN one has logged 300 *broadcast-

Italy, Germany. Sweden and Switzerland
are heard reguiarly in his home.
“All of my distant receptions have come

in over the loud speaker, 1ys Macbonald.
»I have never used receivers, which many
people say are better for such receiving.
I believe that a horn type speaker of low
resistunce. such as the one I am using,
is just as eflicient as head sets. The cone
type speaker is best for quality, but it
falts down on distance.”

DAINTY MISS MYRA
ADORNS OUR COVER

& developments take place and

cach broadcasting station be-

comes a more important factor,
directors and owners take a more
serious interest in their studio per-
sonnel. There are more contracts and
less changes on the staff. So WHN,
New York, makes it a matter of note
that Miss Myra Lee, the vivacious per-
sonality on the Radlo Digest December

cover. is exclusively WIIN, always
has been. She came a wide-eyed curi-
ous visitor with an artist associate,

tried out with the microphone, and
found she had an exceptionally clear

and full Radio voice. Just mow she

oot ARV

e antinm

pony whinneying.

“No wonder shepherds always were kind
of plagued when they came into a village
and couldn't seem to make friends with
folks. We ain’t queer but being alone with

| yourself makes it hard to act like other
| folks when you meet up with them at the
lston-s and post office.

“lladio must have been invented for
shepherds. We lovok up at the stars when
the sheep have settled down for the night.

|and we hear voices, we hear music, the
| sky speaks to us. Angels sing as they
did on the tirst Christmas in the Good

NOMINATION BLANK

World's Most T’o—pular Orchestra Contest

POPULAR ORCHESTRA
“ditor, Radio Digest
510 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Il

1 Nominate...

(Oréhiestra’s

of Station. ...

L A
in the World’s Most Popular Orchestra Book.  We are not bugs. It is true
Contest. | thanks to the Radio. Oh, you would
. smile if you could see how interested wo
Signed are in hearing the lady who tells how
Address . lto make fancy things to eat. We glve a

{lot of swell names to the sow belly, flap
jacks and sour dough . .. and you would
be surprised what a difference it makes."”
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Looking Ahead

Taking Technical Kinks out of Knotty Explanations is
Marvin W. Thompson does when it comes to Radio. The second instalhnent
of Simple Explanation of Broadcasting takes you right into the why and
wherefore of the science so that even a kindergarten child could understand.
It's in the next issue of Radio Digest.

Opening the Midwest Network Studios in
given as to what
Radio Digest.

Seven Years of Broadcasting, is the interesting subject of a history of the art
leading up to the developments of today. It will afford a review on which you
may write your club paper. .

|

one of the nicest things

.
Chicago will be described, and details
the expansion means to the fan who listens in. January

SHORT WAVES

By Marcella

KFRC Paging Cupid; Lucke Brothers
only Interested; Two New Broad-
casters Defy Commission; Leanna
Forced to Disappoint Bachelor.

AN YOU imagine a whole staff of any

Radio station all unmarried? T bet

you anything that since KI'RC sent
that letter challenging any other thou-
sand watt station to vie with it for single-
blessedness honors. little cupid has beéen
more than busy and by the time this is in
print the entir staft of six husky Wes-
terner bachelors and one atluring bachelor
girl, named Peggy O'Neil, will have had
doubte and triple weddings. You can't fool
Marcella. 1t's  just impossible to Kkeep
attractive anuouncers single.

* *

Charles, 1 think you have a rival for
Celeste Ward's affections. Listen to the
enthusiastic way Cart AMenzer writes about
her: “Celeste has heen with
us at Station WSUIL since
June, 1927, appearing about
three times each week. Due
to her expericence along
these lines her programs are
made up of numbers which
especially appeal to the
average Radio listener and
she has proven to be the
lmost popular artist we have the good for-
tune to broadeast from the Old Gold stu-
dio. Miss Ward is about five feet four
inches high, slender, big brown eyes, dark
nrrown hair. and a darn sweet disposition.
Just look at her picture. Don’t you think
she is pretty? We do” Carl adds as a
postscript to his tetter that WSUI is mov-
ing tnto a new studio and everything.
Isn't that wonderful. He algo promises to
drop in and see Marcella some day. When
he does then 1'11 iet you know just ex-
actly what he looks like.

* L]

Peg. here's Marvin L.ucke's answer to
my letter asking for information about
Harry and him: “PFirst of all, Harry, my

vounger brother is stu dio
soloist for KTNT and has
heen for the past two years
—but dves not announce

" programs. He, being my
I = F  brother, T do not have the
e nerve to tell how good-look-

b :; ing he is. but let you judge.

Here goes for his descrip-
tion: Blue eyes, dark hair,
trenty years old, and lots of lowa pep.
As to myself—well that’s the hardest to
write about. However, here,goes: Blue
eves, light hair and about five feet ten
inches in height, age twenty-three years.
I have been musical director for KTNT
for the past two years and
regular staft *cellophonist
and staff pianist. Are we
single—yep—but interested?
Now please don't “bawl” us
out too severely in that next
jssue.” Can you BuESS, Peg,
which is which? Well just
to make it easier for you,
the top one is Harry and the
lower, Marvin.

Freeman Talbot, KOA's terribly nice
announcer, was in here this week. My but
he's attractive and such a great big man.

1l‘\“‘l when he smiles it just makes your

heart beat extra fast. He says he expects
an awful lot of trouble with the Radio
Commission. They have a new broadcaster
out there in Denver who simply will not
abide by the rules, The young lady's name
is Katherine Louise Talbot and she is

only a little over 2 month old. She goes
on the air in Scason and out, on any wave.

without authority ot the commission.
L] *

You may be interested to know that
WDBO also has a hew announcer in the
person of Harold Potter Danforth, Junior,
who arrived only about a month ago. At
present, hewever, he is confining his
broudcasts to the remote control studio
at his Daddy's home—but migosh., how
can he expect to build up a large audience
when he starts announcing at 2 a. m. and
concludes hisg programs about two hours

later.

Special articles about broadcasting stations and artists, with photographs, are desired. No manuscriPts accepted
unless typewritten and prepaid. or returned withoul return postage being inclosed. 1l
manuscripts are sent at owner's risk.
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lars (Four, Forelgn) for One Year's Subscription
to Radio Digest. Illustrated.

Name ......

City

1oRrdcom

BE SURE OF YOUR REGULAR COPY
_ A dredaaaradiohis

Dear me! Mr. Bachelor of Hamilton,
Missourl, you are doomed to bitter dis-
appointinent. Leanna ield Driftmier, the
sister of Henry Field of
KINF, is already some-
body's wonderful wife. She
tells me that she is tall,
dark haired, and brown eyed
and is forty-one and mar-
ried and not only that, she
has seven children. How do
you suppose she managed to
do so much? She says She
has a stenographer right at home with her
who takes her letters and writes down
recipes and things. And she has some cor-
respondence because only last Chrisimas
she received two thousand Christmas
presents from her Hsteners.

L] L]

(Continucd on page 2¢)
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SHERMAN’S WLS ORCHESTRA LEADS

COMMISSION MIGHT
TURN HARD BOILED

SAM PICKARD HINTS FORCE
FOR DISTURBERS

Tells R. M. A, Wishes of Majority
Will Prevail—Law Must
Be Obeyed by All

Following is the official yecord of the highlights of
Sam Pickard's first declaration as a new member of
the federal Radio commission.

By Sam Pickard
Member of Federal Radio Commission

month broadcasting faces the

cold weather test. The summer

allocations have worked well. Lis-
teners have been satisfied with local re-
ception. We have all realized, of course,
that with cool weather heterodyvning
from powerful stations on the same
channel would prevail.

However, the commission’s barometer,
which is the daily mail, indicates com-
few complaints from inter-

HIS

paratively

B

ference in comparison to the large num-
ber of listeners.

If hard-boiled, stiff-armed tactics are
necessary to reduce this interference and
listeners indicate the desire to sacrifice
many of the local stations to this end,
the commission stands ready to apply
fully the interest, convenience or neces-
sity clause of the Radlo Aet. In the
minds of the Radio commissioners it is
a question of whether or not the major-
ity of listeners actually want any Jlocal
service stations to sacrifice power, time
privileges or favorable wave lengths in
the interest of better reception.

DX Fans Appear

During the last few days good recep-
tion weather has brought out the DX
fans, just as a few warm spring days
produces its group of fishermen. They re-
port that many of the channels bring in
only a whistle, the penalty of two or
more stations trving to do their stuff
on the same wave length. Along with
interference complaints there usually
comes a solution. Dozens of those have
been hopefuily examined by the commis-
sion but fame and fortune still await
the inspired answer to the problem of
placing 685 stations on 89 channels, in
thie face of established fact that a 1,000-
watt transmitter per channel is the reg-
ulation load.

Tt is within the populated business and
town centers where most broadcasting
stations are to he found, and here lis-
teners are well serviced with Radio. Out-
side of the larger cities, however, where
more or less distant stations must be
relied on for service, particularly the

(Continued on page 23)

WORLD’S MOST POPULAR
RADIO ORCHESTRAS

Leading America

Midwest

Maurie Sherman's Daance Orchestra,

\WLS, Chicago
By Districts

No. 1 East, Vincent Lopez, WEAF.......

No. 3 Midwest, Fred Hamm's Orchestra.

No. 4 West, Seven Aces, \WBAP, Fon

Wort

No. 5 Far W est Max Do n. I\BC

No. 6 Canada, Eveready S)mph.onyA
CKNC, ToiiontON nsemiiamwhdmm s : g i 51n
No. 2 South, Chas. Darnbcrger. I\TIIS

Hot Sprmgs. Ark..

| MUSICIANS WIN

AVALANCHE

OF VOTES FOR GOLD AWARD

Nominations Receiyed for 110 Organizations Dur-
ing First Two Weeks of Contest—Listeners
Eager to Show Appreciation

NOMINATE THESE TWO FOR TROPHY

these organizations are heard over

the stations associated with the Na-
tional Broadcasting company. There
should be a full quota of twentyv-three in
the First National outfit shown at the
top. Somewhere along the way it appears
the photographer lost four members. Per-
haps they are detained by anxious friends

LL set for the big contest. Both of
/

Silent Night Abandoned by Chicago

Broadcasters to

offering them ballots and good wishes.

Below we have that justly distinguished
group, the Crosley Moscow Art orchestra,
with Arna Arriga, the conductor, in the
center. There are members missing here,
tvo. Perhaps they are similarly detained.
\We shall see. At any rate do not forget
to clip every ballot and make each one
count.

Prevent Time Loss

Commission Assigns WHT Wave to WHAZ for Monday Night—
Awakes Other Stations to Act Against
Further Encroachment

BOLITION of Chicago's silent night | cago Broadcasters statement follows

has been foreshadowed by the gradual

elimination ol silent nights through-
out the United States. WBAIL, Baltimor
WHAS, Louisville; WHO. Des DMoines;
WLW, Cincinnati; and WOW, Omaha, are
only a few of the stations which have ex-
panded their service to include a seven
day broadcasting weels.

Anmong the Chicago broadcasters KYW
has stood alone for three years in urging
Chicago Broadcasters to do away with the
silent night. They have ahvays pointed
out, that the Radio Department in Wash-
ington would assign Chicago wave lengths
to other stations on Monday nights. Chi-
cago stations were startled into action
when they learned that the Radio Com-
mission had assigned the WIBO-WHT-
WORD wave to WIIAZ on Monday nights
and was planning to release other Chicago
wave lengths for that night. The broad-
casters association immediately agreed to
discontinue Chicago's silent night.

The more important points of the Chi-

“Chiraga’s "sitent night’ is a survival of
an era when Radio broadeasting was in an
experimental stage and Radio receivers
were deflcient in selectivity.

*Chicago broadcasters have reached the
conelusion that the tacit agreement here-
tofore observed by Chicago broadeasters
should be terminated. They are forced to
this conclusion by many reasons:

“The federal Radio commission has
actually begun to assign Chicago wave
lengths to other stations for use on Mon-
day night.

“According to information received from
the federal Radio commission, great pres-
sure is being brought to bear by outside
stations for sueh assignments and the
rights of Chicago stations to continued
use of their wave lengths are thus being
placed in jeopardy.

“Chicago’s important as a Radio center
is being diminished by virtue of the fact

(Continued on page 20
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And we say it with ballots. Radio
Digest was all but swamped as a re-
sult of the first two weeks of voting in
the new popularity contest by which beau-
tiful and costly plaques are to be awarded
to orchestras receiving the greatest nuin-
ber of votes in six districts divided among
the United States and Canada.
Announcement was made in the Novem-
ber issue which appeared in some places
on October 31. About November and the
first votes began to come in. Then came
special bagfuls from the post oflice.
In two weeks it wa8 a veritable whirl-

'W’E DO love our Radlio orchestras.

wind of votes. As we go to press they
are coming in with unabated volume.
Midwest Shows First

In the little hox above may be seen the
standings of the orchestra at the end of
the first two weeks' count. Midwest states
naturally began to make the greatest show-
ing first, because of the comparatively
short distance for mailing. But California
and Maine sent ballots by special delivery
and airmail.

The winners of the plagues will achieve
not only national fame but will become
identified as leaders in nations across the
Atlantic, as many other American orches-
tras have done.

The fact that Maurie Sherman could
beat out Vincent l.opez in the Midwest
perhaps s an idiosyncrasy of the muail.
When the East begins to shower down its
ballots Lopez or some other of the Eastern
organizations will march torward and take
a dominating position as a national leader.
The same may be true of the South, West,
I"ar-West or Canada.

Tributes of Friends

One gold and five silver plaques are to
be awarded 1o orchestrus honored by the
greatest number of votes from their
friends. It is a small tribute on the part
of any listener to cut out and mail a ballot
to bring special honor to the members of
an orchestra that furnishes so freely the
best to be had in the way of music.

Even if the orchestra of your choice
may seem, in your mind, incapable of
sufficient support to take a gold or silver
prize a lngh voting figure ‘is ﬁomethlng to
show in thé way of merit. Vote for your
favorite orchestra whether you think it

(Continued on page 14)



www.americanradiohistory.com

6 RADIO DIGEST—/lustrated December. g

PICTURING BROADCAST ACTIVITIES 1]

(74 OME on you castanets,” Captain
m. J. Stannard, director of the

U. S. A. band, seems to say, as the gov-

ernment musicians play Spanish airs for
our Southern neighbors.

HEN LYNN PEAL, WDAD, Nash-
ville, sings “‘Cow Bells’ the Holsteins
and Jerseys give the farmers an extra
quart if they are permitted to listen in.

REAKING through a stone wall of opposition to professional football Red Grange (left) took
the WJR mike for a 440.9 meter run for a touchdown. Benny Friedman (right) ex-
captain of the Wolverines, scored again playing with the Cleveland Bulldogs.

|
e b
[l N {3 AI{L! Hail(! Th': gang’l.:} all l':ero!” h:l'h.ere they al_‘eh! SThose'l irrepressible twins, the
ILDFOWER.” in Cad o § ayovax (for short)! Now they're hitting it up wit ir William Demarest (center),
L “Sunset Trail ”“l‘zutah:a:ezlor?:::e the new funny fellow of the Warner brothers fitms at KFWB, Hollywood. HERE'S vaudeville on the air in Hart-
is Miss Lucile Fowler. She blooms in the ford, Conn., and Jlm, Clancy put it
KOA studio, Denver; yes, contralto, of = there througsh WTIC. He’s a good show-

course.

\ . man and broadcasts the Thursday per-
formance from his theater.

\
\

THIS is the way Wheeler Bonner of

BALTIMORE to Bergen, Norway, by the KGA Harmony Girls looks while

Air! That’s the hope of Miss Helene

Broemer who expects her cello notes will $6'T"HEY’RE off! Straight down the water course they cleave the blue, like hissing arrows singing into the l_-nf:rophone, at Spokane.
reach that destination over the WBAL and throw high a shower of frothing silver!” Probably something like that is being Tune, Look and' listen! Can toyou almost
internation.] program. said by John P. Daniel, broadcasting the President’s Cup regatta on the Potomac. see Ler lips move?

WWW.americanradiohistorv.com
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MISS JOHANNA GROSSE, WLW

organist, feels perfectly at home in

this Hungarian costume because she was

born in Hungary. Her name then was
Naja Janka.

=

i

UISEPPI DI BENEDETTO, lyric

tenor of NBC grand opera, and one

of the organizers of this famous Radio
troupe.

HESE dainty mountain warblers were discovered in a Tennessee wilderness, and brought
to New York by a famous artist. They are Miss Mary Huntzinger (left) and Miss
Marjorie Carpenter. They have been heard from several leading Radio studios.

i

ottt |
= a AN A
“FIRST you take a little milk,” said A. D, Burke, professor in dairying at A, & M., college, Y " ™ § ..,-‘-‘-’-
Stillwater, Okla., ‘‘and beat up a few eggs,” added E. E. Scholl (*KV0O0,” announced R
L D. T. Martin) “and that makes ice cream,” concluded J. C. Kositzky. = '
NDEL A V. S, direct
& ELESS. Jdfestoy ARY ALICE CHENEY composes

of WMBI, Moody Bible Institute sta-
tion, is broadcasting cheer to foreign shut-
ins in their own languages.

and sings her own songs for the
Children’s hour at WSAIL, Cincinnati.
Children thank her with love letters.

7N

<
3

ILLIE ALLEN HOFF is so short

she has to put the dictionary on the ECRETARY HOOVER found he

piano bench when she sits down to play OW they are broadcasting billlard chamgpionship games for sports fans. Walter Cochran, couldn’t get away for a recent speak-

and sing at WJJD, Chicago. Words never 18-2 balkline world champion, in a game with Eric Hagenlecher, Ben Garrettson announc- ing engagement 2o employed a microphone
fafl her. ing progress over WCFL, Chicago. to take his voice for him,

www americanradiohistorv com
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Belated Ballots
in Mail Robbery

However, They Were for Barnes and
Pat Won Trophy Anyway—
Ward Takes Canadian Cup

AT BARNES has an additional set of

ballots to his credit for the 1927 Gold
Cup. They arrived in a soiled and rain
«onked envelope, postmarked August 30,
from Atchison, Kans. The name of the
<ender was Mrs. . B. Pierce, 927 Division
st. A letter explaining the delay, signed
by the postmaster, reads as follows:

> %,

Pat Barnes, WHT, with his Gold Cup 55 29
popularity prize, fourth annual award y’w
for most popular announcer. J s

-
y /3]

"Thé aecompanying first class matter
was turned into this office by postoffice
mmspectors with a report that it was found
by a section foreman along the railroad
between Kewanee and Neponset, Ill., evi-
dently a depredation.”

Mail robbers tried to steal Pat Barnes’
votes, but he won anyway!

The Final Tally

The total number of votes received by
the ieaders in the 1927 contest were as
follows:

Pat Barnes,
Uncle Joe Faassen, KSO....3
NF

376,055
41,922

Bill Hay, WGN.... 5.802

Billy Ward, announcer at CJ1RM, Aoose- ‘
Jaw, Sask., eaptured the silver cup for
most popular Canadian announcer. His
vote was 11,365,

Presentation ceremonies were conducted
at the broadecasting booth in the Chicago
RRadio show, Oect. 14, and were broadcast
by WHT. E. C. Rayner, publisher of Radio
Digest, presented the gold cup to Pat
Barnes and the silver cup to Unecle Joe
Faassen. A moving picture of the event
was made by International Newsreel, and
shown throughout the country.

ORIGINALITY, PLAN
OF WGES DIRECTOR

|
ENSON K. PRATT, new director of

WGES. Chicago. who proposes to
broadcast new Radlo ideas. |

RADIO WAVES BORE
MOUNTAIN DEPTHS

OLID rock to a depth of a mere 500

feet is no obstance to a forward
rushing Radio wave, according to Dr.
A. 8. Eve, of McGill university of Mon-
treal who is conducting experiments in
the Colorado Rockies. Working through
the bureau of mines a test was made at
that depth at Caribou, Colo. “A musical
contest at Denver came through some-
what mushy,” said Dr. Eve, “But not
because of the density of the rock.”
Tests are being made to locate ore
bodies Ly the Radio waves.

e"'*—g

R o
S — S5
“Uncle Joe” Faassen, KSO, and his Silver Cup.

Teaches Radio Art

Py
o

N the interests of Radio transmission,
l Prof. John 1. Fetzer, Director of the
Engineering Department of WEMC, Ber-
rlen Springs, Michigan, is conducting a
class in the technic of Radio transmission.
In this class arc students from various
states as well as from the British colonies
in South Africa and China.

Mr. Ralph Watts from Cape Town,
South Africa, is studying Radio with the
tdea of carrying back to his country the
latest advancements in the art. Mr
Wilton Wood of Shanghai, Chlna, is hop-
ing to return to that country and further
the interest of Radio in that unsettled
republic.

BEN PRATT DIRECTS
WGES MIKE, CHICAGO

Newspaper Man Promises to Add[

Many Novel Ideas

64(YOMETHING new and something

S different,’” as Roxy says, has been

nailed to the masthead of one of

the most popular Chicago stations,

WGES, as the slogan of the newly ap-
pointed director, Benson K. Pratt.

“‘Tune in one and you tune in all,’ is
something more than an interference
jest,” said Mr. Pratt, "because most of
the stations are now producing practically
the same kind of a program, same kind
of musiec, same kind of features. There
is a woeful lack of originality. It will be
my aim to steer the Louis Guyon station
along a new course, through new vistas
for Radio listeners.”

Mr, Pratt is a veteran newspaper mar,
having entered the Radio field from: a re-
write and feature desk at the Chicago
iHferald and Examiner. His first regular
enlistment was in charge of publicity for
the former Stewart-Warner station,
WBBM. The new things that he has in
preparation for the Guyon’'s Paradise Ball-
room station are largely in preparation.
“Hits Before They're Hits,” is one enter-
prise already introduced.

WWW americ

Lumberjack Vums

Learns Ukulele in Canadian Forest—
Plays in London — Millionaire
Makes Him Rich Offer

ROMANTIC case of good fortune re-
sulting from broadeasting has just
come to light in London. Some time
ago a young Scots Canadian, Sydney
Nesbitt, arrived in London from the Cana-
dian backwoods with a toothbrush and a
| ukulele. Nesbitt was born in Edinburgh,
l'but he left for Canada as a boy and had
been lumbering for several years.
Coming back to London his proficiency
with the ukulele landed him an engage-
ment at the Café de Paris, celebrated for
its cabaret and Teddy Brown dance or-
chestra. Teddy Brown is an expert xyvlo-
phonist and is patterned after Paul White-
man's build, turning the secales at well
over 300 pounds. His band's broadecasts
are a popular feature of London Radio
programs, and it was while engaged with
him that Nesbitt was heard over the
Radio by a Canadian millionaire. As a re-

| sult he was engaged to return to Canada

as a private entertainer, and to broadcast
throughout Canada and the United States.
If he desires, he may also become a part-
ner in the millionaire’s business.

"I reckon I'm the luckiest man in Eng-
land today,” said Mr. Nesbitt in an inter-
view. *It will mean big money for me,
and T owe it all to the Radio, and espe-
cially to one song, 'Souvenirs.' which I
broadcast for the first time the night the
millionaire heard it. The very next morn-
ing T had a letter from himn, saying he
liked my ukulele playing and asking me
to go home with him as his private 'uke’
player.

“I never dreamt that when I learned the
‘uke' in the Canadian lumber camps round
the camp fires that it would bring me such
marvelous luck as this.

The millionaire has requested that his
name not be disclosed, as he only wants
one musician!

Recent reports from the patent records
at Washington show that 3,600 patents
have been awarded for Radio devices.

QUEEN OF IVORIES
FAVORITE AT WJAX

Road to Fortune

1SS ANNA CANOVA descends
regally upon the majestic grand in

\/ s0
i

the WJAX studio in
she has been christened “Quean of the
Ivories.” The piano behaves as a faith-
ful and obedient subject of her royal fin-
gers, for it always responds to her moods
and whims with an expression that brings
delight to the thousands of listeners whao
tune in this far reaching station of the
Southland. Long live Queen Anna!

Jacksonville, Flu.,

| LADIES WRITE WINDJAMMER, WAMD

"v-ﬂ"'!-"“‘"\"

WL

i

OW that Sarge the Windjammer is
| back at his old stand in front of the
WAMD mike in Minneapolis the fair
listeners of the Northwest are using their
Radio receivers again. Every male enter-
talner in Minneapolis admits Sarge gets
the lion’s share of the tinted and scented
mail. But walt until the girls see the
Windjammer shown in the lower right
hand corner, here! Sarge calls this his
““broken face.”” He is heard twice weekly
and the fans still call for more.

anradiohistorv com
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imple Explanation of Broadcasting

Part 1—When the Genie Electricity Takes Hold the Word
“Audience” Comes

EEP In the heart of a teeming city, a

great orchestra sweeps majestically

tlirough the score of a world famous
operatic selection, its rendition complete
with the mighty roll of the kettle drums,
the soft plucking of harps, heavy back-
ground of holtonphones and the high sing-
ing of violing In the hands of master
virtunsos. Perhaps two thousand well-
dressed men and women have been for-
tunate enough to secure admittance to the
seemingly huge auditorium and the artists
before them command their rapt, spell-
bhound attention.

Out from the city in all directions go a
dozen pairs of wires like the web of a
gigantie spider, to end hundreds and even
thousands of miles away, distances that
not so long ago were regarded with awe,
as representing a journey of many weary-
ing days and nights. Now, in an instant
almost too short to be measureable, each
beautiful note wings its way over the
wires to be caught up by a glistening,
compact piece of machinery and hurled
through space yet more miles to an aud-
ience of a size never yvet gathered together
in one place. An audience many times
greater than all the millions of men in ah
the armies engaged in the great war, a
multitude impossible to conceive as within
sight of the eye, and greater by far than
many a country in HEurope regarded as
exceedingly powerful in that continent's
ever-varying, mysterious affairs,

Almost Beyond Comprehension

Consider the enormity of the feat being
accomplished, the vastness of the terri-
tory man now covers with his music.
Music which millions would never hear,
and never learn to appreciate, were it not
for this newest creation of scientific and
commercial enterprise—Radio.

Figure 2
Agalin, two modern gladiators, trained to )it

a pitch never dreamed of in the days of
the Caesars, and conquerors of many other
famous fighters, are to meet to decide
whieh is champion of the whole wide
world in the art of boxing. That world,
from Australia to Siberia, is tensely,
eagerly awaiting news of the outcome,
Men have traveled over oceans and con-
tinents to witness the meeting, and 150.-
000 eager, expectant spectators have paid
a king's ransom to be able to see it

From the ringside, half a hundred pairs
of copper threads radiate over a continent
4,000 miles wide carrying the dramatic
descriptions of every blow and side step
as given by earefully chosen announcers
of long experience. From half a hundred
great broadcasting stations each word
leaps out at the ahlmost incredible speed
of 187,000 miles a second to be re-created
into the spoken word for over 50.000,000
pairs of ears to hear. All the drama of
the spectaclte, the roar of the mob, the
clang of the gong, even the heavy breath-

——

L
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By Marvin W, Thompson

ing of the principals is reproduced in mil-
lions of homes.

Such an accomplishment was beyond the
conception of even the mightiest rulers,
Caexir and Napoleon, Yet today this in-
stantaneous transmission of music and
the humuan voice is accepted as common-
place and many wonder why seience can-
not hurry the perfection of compact little
boxes that will reproduce, for the eye,
these important events, while they are
transpiring; broadcast from portable “ra-

—_

ret lathe works—without a machine to
demonstrate on? Or, if you happen to be
a seasoned manipulator in Wall or LaSalle
streets, would you care to explain such
things as marging, selling short, class A
and class B, eall money and the technieal-
ities of a corner to a professor of chem-
istry or zoology? Nowadiys, nearly every-
one is a speciatist in some phase ot life
and we do not have much time to grasp
even the rudiments of other phases.

In this series of articles it is hoped that

-—

dio cameras” at the scene, and through
powertful distributors.

AMany times you must have wondered
how all this was done. How the human
voice could be changed to travel silently
and at the speed of tight over fine threads, |
could lose even the tangible path of the
threads and leap out into space, silently
to spread out over cities and towns, over
forests and impassable mountains to again
be a human voice to which any and all

 AND LOWERED.

may listen at the touch of a finger. Surely,

GATE WHICH
CAN BE-RAISED

must sometimes give you a tingle
along the spine to be able to control one
of the most complex mechanisms yet de-
vixed by science, a mechanism that sitts
out the complete musie of an orchestra
from the scurrying Radio wave and gives
it to you with every delicate touch of the
ariginal rendition,
I And. to repeat, you must have wondered
how it all w done, If only you under-
| stood electricity. IRRadio wav and sound!
They scem =o dificult to grasp, and when
the engincer endeavors to  explain he
seemis to get into a language as foreign
as Russjian or Siam The task of the
transtator is not easy; each of the dozens
of operations, and the many forms into
which energy is changed. must be pre-
sented with a paratlel feature of every-
day life with which the average hustling
American is familiar,
Define by Comparison

if you are a manufacturer of machine

tools, have you ever tried to explain to

your doctor just how your automatic tur-

e

Figure 1

a means has been found to cover every
intricate angle of broadeasting in such a
wity that “the doctor, the baker and the
candle stick maker.” also the machine taol
manufacturer and the finanecial wizard,
can get the whole magniticent picture
clearly and with full appreciation of what
ix happening in the vast reaches of the
sKky over their heads every night.

The start of all broadeasting, whether
it be through a single station or a great
chain, is in the ereation, of sound. Some
forms of sound are highly complex in
their make-up, involving many nates to
form a chord or the many little character-
isticx of =peech by which we recognize
voices and it would seem best to take as
an oexample a vocal solo as given by an
acceomplished tenor or baritone. This for
the reason that bhut a single, almost per-
fectly pure note is ereated at a thine,

“What Is Sound?"

Our singer is in the studio of a hroad-
casting station and presenting a selection
for his Radio audience that he cannot see
and whose appreciation he ean only learn
through cards received days later. This
rings us to the point of “What
Sound?" As the singer pushes air through
his voeal chords he cituses them to vibrats
and, for the sake of simplicity, we will

is

FIRST
SPEECH

AMPLIFI

to Mean 50,000,000 People

of its own, no matter how created. 1f our
singer changes to a different note, he
either causes the same chord or another
one to vibrate at a different number of
times per second. Just as if you hold a
rubber band taut aeross the thumb and
foretinger of one hand and pluck it with
the other hand and get one note; then let
it loosen ever =o slightly to get a lower
note when plucked again.

Now keep this thought in mind. When
vou pluck the rubber band, you must put
energy into it, even though very little
This energy gocs into the rubber when
yvou draw it back and is spent in vibrating.
The singer puts energy into pushing his
breath past the vocal chords with suffi
cient force to cause them to vibrate vio-
lently and it is absorbed by that voeal
chord used for o given note,

Keep the thought in mind of the energy
being in the voeal c¢hord and we will
digress a moment on the suebject of n
ergy. In and on this carth we have a
definite amount of energy. We can store
it in coal or storage batteries, use it as
electricity, steam, light, heat, gasoline,
cte, but we can never add to the total
amount or lose any of it. The same
amount of cenergy that was here when
Cleopatra ruled the Nile is still here, no
more and no less, and always will be,

Following a Vibration

Getting back to the wvocal chord, the
encrgy whicrh we have put into it cannot
stay there, so the point is “Where does
it go?7 When it vibrates it forces the air
immediately surrounding it to move also.
The air particles arc crowded together
and some ave shoved away slightly. These
pitss the shove along to athers and then
return to their original position. Those
shoved, pass it on and they also return o
where they werpe hefore. What is termued
a Movement of Energy in the form of a
sound wave, has been starred, The air
itself does not move away but ihe shove,
or ripple. or wave, does. The moveeat is
passed on and on. and the waves occur
and follow cach other at the same mnnber
per second that the vocal chord vibrated.

Here is another illustration of  this
travelling of a wave motion such as
occurs when one sings, and a parallel

which nearly everyone has done when a
youngster. In Figure 1 ix an illustration
of a boy holding the free end of a vope
about 20 feet long, the other end of which
is tied to a post. The rope is sluck and
the boy has found that by raising his arm
and then snapping it down =martly, he
can start a wave in the rope which trav-

Figure 3

presume that but one vibrates for each
single musical note,

Now the note being created is the re-
sult of the vocal chord being caused to
vibrate at a definite number of times per
second. That is how hotes are distinguish-
ible; each has a definite rate of vibration

0 www americanradiohistorv com

els its length ending when it hits the
post. At intervals of about a second apart.
he can repeat this and cause a steady
stream of waves to travel the rope, each
the same size and all the same distance
apart.

(Continued on page 18)
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“OH THOSE TO-TO-O-TEO-TOTEM POLE
BLUES,” SINGS MISS BETTY, KOMO

\ THEN those Totem broadcasters at
‘ KOMO want to get a real enthusiastic
respanse from folks around Seattle they
announce the Harding sisters for a “"bluet.”

Betty and Louretta have perfectly matched |

voives for the blues. This photo of the
smiling lady with the floppy hat is Miss
Betty, a newcomer at KOMO. She recently

L. |

took her degree in music from the Uni-
versity of Washington and has been teach-
ing music at Sumner, in the shadow of
snow-capped Rainier. Her sister, Louretta,
has been staff pianist at KOMO since it
first went on the air and coaxed Betty to
Seattle. Together the two sisters have
captured a mighty Radio audience.

Visual Interpretations of Classics
Attract Attention to WSM Pianist

Elsie Miller Wood Develops Descriptive Method of Technique in
Presenting Works of Old Masters—Wins Praise of
Fellow Artists and New Radio Friends.

ALTER DAMROSCH staried some-
thing when he introduced vivid word
interpretations with his broadcast of
the classics. By
visualizing the
thought and mood
of the composer he
aroused a new in-
terest in theheurts
and minds of mil-
lions who hadhith-
arto regarded the
i g id cadenzas of
the old master's as
bore, or at least
heyond their ken.
‘'his method of re-
vealing the works
of the sublime by
Radio has been
followed by others
with marked suc-
Cess.

Illsie Wood Mil-
ler, whose portrait
is shown here, has
round this spirit of
expression for a
large Radio audi-
ence in the South.
She has been heard
recently in & num-
ber of recitals
from WSM at
Nushville where
she presented a
series that includ-
ed Chopin, Bee-
thoven Grieg,
Mendelssohn, Rub-
instein, T.iszt and
Moskowski. Tn the course of a councert
tour through the eastern states she 100K
time to study and prepare for Radio pres-

-

entation.

She particularly admired the
techuique of the great Damrosch while in
New York, attending several of his concerts.
Thus she devel-

organ, so that upon
her returnto Nash-
ville she was pre-
p:ured to introduce
something more
than the ordinar
to her listeners.
Her recitals at-
tracted the atten-
tion of many ar-
tists who had pre-
viously withheld
full approval of
what could be ac-
complished by Ra-
dio. Director
George D. Hay be-
lieves that these
recitals have
brought a new
prestige to WSM.

“I Dbelieve that
the season of 1928
will advance a
long step forward
in the appreciation
of good musie”
declared Mr. Hay.
“We are heginning
to understand bet-
ter the technique
of presenting our
more refined music.
There has to be
something to take
the plage of the gesture and sway of the
conductor for those who hear ounly. and
do not see. Mrs. Wood has the right idea.”

oped her own style, |

NBC Crooning Lady Works Hard
and Long to Achieve Radio Fame

Interviewer Thinks Vaughn de Leath Busiest Woman Along “Big

Street”—Sings for Records—Collects and Makes
Ear-rings for Her Pet Hobby.

| By Donald Morgan

ROM the abysmal depths of a heavily
tea
-the

upholstered chair, we sipped our

and silently regarded our hostess
always popular Radio and re-
cording artist — Vaughn De
Leath.

A very striking and attrac-
tive woman, this crooning
lady of the “air.” One im-
mediately becomes impressed
by the quiet dignity of her.
The sparkling personality
that lurks behind an ever-
present 'watch-your-step’ ex-
pression in two, big luminous
brown eyes seems to be try-
ing to hold itself in check.
She looks temperamental:
but she is ambitious, prac-
tical, hard-working. One
would expect her to lie slow
of speech, with languorous
voice and subtle words. On P!
the contrary. she is matter-
of-fact and direct. Miss De
T.eath has a keen, sensible
brain  behind those brown,
fathomless eyes: a brain that has guided
her swiftly and surely to glory and suc-
| cess; success without that guality that

usually accompanies this achievement—
ostentation. She has a distinet distaste
ll‘m- the word and all that it implies.

Vaughn De Leath is probably the
busiest young woman, professionally.
along the “big street.” So busy, indeed.
that we have often wondered when, and
how, she ever found time to sleep. Always
on the go. rushing hither and thither.
either recording for one of several phono-
graph companies, keeping appointments
with music publishers concerning her mu-
sical compositions, or fulfilling engage-
ments in the broadecasting studios
streteches her work-day far into the night.

While music and literature are favorite
recreations for Vaughn, we believe the
collection of rare, old, and new ear-rings
| —yes, we are quite serious—is her real
’hohby. She has them all sizes and colors,

Vaughn

from the Orient and the Congn, from
Cuwrope and South America, and from Mex-
ico and our own United States. Being
very proud of them, she de-
lights in telling you. min-
utely, their history, who wore
them and ¢how she came in
possession of them. She even
creates, and models designs
herself. They are really very
cleverly done, too. Right here,
allow us to impart Ctip:”
Should you ever be lucky
enough to see this array of
glistening jewels, and if you
would like to make a friend
of this charming young wom-
an for life, select the darkest,
largest and most highly pol-
ished set of the lot as being
the best. These are her fav-
orites, and she pgets a big
“kick™ when they are singled
out for admiration, for she
made them herseif.
Sometimes this busy song-
bird disappears for a short
time. A search will find that she has flitted
away to a quaint log cabin, set exquisitely
in a Connecticut garden which she herself

de Leath

designed, planned and completed, inside
and out.

‘Little Paradise,” as Miss De Leath
ealls it, means to her all that its name
implies. For it is here she finds relief
fter strenuous days in the city. And

here, too. all alone with her thought, amid
these enchanting surroundings, she cre-
ates her musical works; reads her favorite
literature; takes care of her gardens;
plans for the future, and last, but by no
weans least, it is here that she feels so
perfeetly at peace with the world.

As we struggle to our feet, accept our
hat and press a warm, feminine hand, we
reiterate: A very striking, attractive and
successful personality, this lady of the
“air.” We shall eagerly wateh for her
rame on future programs, and bpartake of
|;1dded pleasure in hearing her voice.

|

WHEN BUDDY AGITATES ANTENNA
ON HIS OLD BANJO AIR WAVES SKIP

Bnddy
stand-bys of KYW, pioneer station of Chi-

Jaker is one of the old time

ago.  When e unlimbers
double-action, rotary =shift Dbanjo,
down in hard bottom chiir, crosses
legs and starts pickin’ the antenna sume-

Television Adapted to
Phonograph by Baird

HE prospect of the production of

phonograph records which will give

visual reproductions of the performers
as well as audible reproductions of their
nperformances is held out by J. T, Baird,
inventor of instantaneous television.

Mr. Baird has invented an instrument
which he savs marks ouly the first stage
in the process, a phonograph adapted to
reproduce the “image sounds” of faces.
tigures, and objects, and he prophesied

his reverse,

hear two spirals instead of the one that
appears on them today—one represenling
the "image sounds’” of the performers and

www americanradiohistorv com

thin’ is sure to oscillate. Buddy Baker has
established a very definite and very de-
voted following frrom this Westinghouse

sits | station. He not only manipulates the banjo
his | but he sings the blues in 2 way that

is
strietly his own.

the other the ordinary sounds. When
everyvbody who has a loudspeaker has also
@ televisor attacliment, Mr. Baird claims
it wlll be possible to reproduce pictures
of the performers from the extra spiral
of the phonograph record on that attach
ment. He believes it will also offer an
alternative to the present phonofilm in
cinematography.

WHAZ Gets New T-alent

BUMPER crop of musical talent sur-

prised the faculty of Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute at Troy, N. Y., when a

that some day phonograph records would | call went forth tor replacements from

the incoming class to fill out musical or-
ganizations depleted by the late graduat-
ing class. WHAZ now has a record staff,
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BARBARA COX, I,
WINS $1,000 CHECK

HAWKEYE WOMAN SUBMITS
MOST ORIGINAL SET

Replica of Station WOC With Artists
in Lighted Studio Takes Last
Big Prize of Contest

Out of the great array of many in-
genious and intricately contrived designs

submitted in the Radio Digest Great
Whozit contest the meost original and
skillfully prepared set of pictures were
submitted by Mrs. Barbara M. Cox. Wash-
ington, Towa. The final decision was
made by Miss Edith Fox of Moody Bible
Institute, who has made a very con-

scienclous study of every exhibit in her
capacity as a Whozit judge.

AMrs. Cox will receive a check for 21.000
in time to do her Christmas shopping.

In describing the $1,000 prize winning
set Miss Fox gives the following deserip-
tion:

Designed as Theatre

“The most original set was selected
from the entire entries tfor Station WOC.
it is a most unique design of a theatre,
heautifully decorated in gold bhronze with
the Whozits wmrranged on a miniature
stage. The stage is brought to view by
opening two doors, which are elaborately
decorated in green and gold bronze
Heavy green velvet curtaing, tied with
golden cord, are pulled to each side of the
gtage, bringing into view the decorated
cards, each containing two hand-painted
Whozits. On the top of the theatre is a
small replica of the studio, towers and
wires of Station WOC. The towers are
made of wire, painted with gold Lronze,
each tower having 160 soldered joints.
The studlo, which containg 172 smnail
windows, is also lighted with electricity,
which throws into. relief the dull gold
woodwork of the most original Whozit
entry.” :

Many Sets Submitted

There were a great many sets sub-
mitted designed as receivers, but none
involved the detail and flne workmanship
as the design worked out by Mrs. Cox.
This is the second and final $1,000 cash
prize in this contest that interestied Radio

THREE SPARKLING MEMBERS OF NBC CHAIN OPERETTAS

THIS RADIO ROSTER
CORRECTED TO DATE

that many changes
power take place in
of stations during
wonld he surprised!
While the commission is busy with
hearings, shuflling and making re-
adjustinents, the log of last month
has gone out of date. The Ofticial Call
liook included in your Radio Digest is
ALWAYS the latest authentic direc-
tory of station information available
ANYWHERE. Be sure to keep the
latest Radio Digest near your receiver.

Do you realize
in frequency and
the Radio roster
the month? You

listeners. throughout the United States
and Canada.

Prizes in cash and merchandise amount-
ing to $26,000 have heen awarded to lis-
teners throughout the continent. Twenty-
four broadcasting stations participated.

“JUST A COUPLE OF SINGING KIDS”

OME of these days you will he saying,

“Why, T remember when Jeanie and
Arthur Lang were just a couple of kids
doing juvenile features over the Blue net-
work from New York. Now look at 'em!"”

By that you will mean, “see how famous
they are as leading entertainers of the
day.”” Their voices have heen heard far
over the country. Isn't Jeanie the imp
in this picture? |

Pickard Flew Up

to Radio Success

War Experience Taught Perseverance
and Helped Him to Forge
Way to Commission

By L. M. Lamm
“SAMIVEL" is a great fellow. Charles

Dickens when he referred to "Sami-

vel” was writing of Sam Weller
but this is about Sam Pickard, the new
member of the federal Radio commission
who takes the place of Commissioner
H. A. Bellows, recently resigned. Pickard
was formerly secretary of the commis-
sion.

Sam says he feels he has always heen
in the air. His career in this direction
seems to have started on a western ranch.
for as a youngster he was prone to ride,
or rather attempt to ride. yvoung calves
and colts of the broncho variety.

His early ambition to fly manifested
itself in a jump from the barn roof with a
pair of turkey wings tied securely to hls
arms. His career since shaking the farm
dust from his féet and going to the Uni-
versity of Kansas, where he studied jour-
nalism under no less an authority than

Thorpe, editor of *“Nation's Bust-
s, has been varied and checkered, but
everlastingly interesting. .

Trains for Aviation

Pickard’s newspaper career which began.
as editor of a Missouri daily paper, was
ended abruptly by the declaration of war.
Within sixty days Pickard, with a group
ot 100 cadets. began his training as an
aviator at Toronto, Canada, with the
Royal Flying Corps. In a few months he
had to his eredit enough experiences to
fill a book. On his first solo flight, which
took pnlace late of a suminer evening, he
heeame hopelessly lost, and hecause of his
inexperience as an ai'man, his failure to
return to camp convinced his comrades
he had come to a sad end. However, two
days later Plekard strolled into headquar-
ters after worklng his way out of a4 dense
forest, where he had landed in the black-
ness of night. A few weeks luter, while
playing Hun over the City of Toronto,
his motor failed and he found it necessary
to land in one of the main streets of ths

city. One of the next big thrills came
while Illying service machines across the
English Channel to Franc A Dhroken

crank shatt and a forced landing in the
middle of the icy channel with Pickard
hanging on the top wing while a fishing
schooner came to his aid, is still a
memaory.

In  Arlington National
Washington there lies another aviator,
Pickard's fatthful observer on various
combat expeditions across the enemy's
line, whom he brought back mortatly
wounded during the last days of the war.
Pickard himself spent a vear convalescing
from his last aerial encounter of battle.

Cemectery at
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HEY come to you in chains—that is

A chain. which may be something else
again, This bright looking threesome con-
sists of three stars in the National Broad-
cast chain. At the left is Miss Astrid
Fjelde, a modern nightingale of the air
and a conspicuous soprano of the National
operia troupe. On the right we have Miss
Devore Madworney, contralto member of
the troupe. Miss Jesxsiea Dragonette is
the soloist who seems to have sung her-
self into the hearts of the nation during
the past year. hlisg Dragonette first scored
as the only voice in the spectacle mnlay,
“The Miracle.” She scored again in Radio
production of "Robin Hood.”

Pickard did exhibis
but finally

Following the war
tion fiving tor a short time,

.came back to his newspaper work, whieh

he supplemented with a degree in the
science of agriculture. With this com-
binatlon he became agricultural editor ot
the Kansas State College.

It was five years ago that Pickard
‘rashed the Radio gate, or rather he paid
3150 tfor a ticket. The big show was just
starting, and like many would-be broad-
casters of today, the new commissioner
had the urge to go on the air, but no
station. He advanced to college heads the
idea of selling the doetrine of hetter farin-
ing practice by Radio. Wasn't there .o

good station just twenty miles from
Kansas ready to lend its facilities, he
asked? TI'or $150 a telephone conipany

had agreed to constrict the necessary land
wires. The whole business was set, even
unto a catalogue describing a ten weeks
short course in this new college of the air.

Looking for $150

Next comes a meeting of the college
heads. What is this new thing, Radio?
they asked. Did the farmers actually
have sets? Why not let some other col-
lege try the experiment first? Besides.
where was the $150 coming from? Every
cent of the tinrited appropriation was ul-

ready budgeted.

It was William M. Jardine, now Secre-
tary ol Agriculture. then president of the
cotlege, who ended the controversy hy
striking his desk with a good sized fist
and saying. '“This looks like one of the
finest and most promising ideas that has
come before me as president. We will
give it a trial.”

Unfortunately, the small financial angle
of the situation was overlooked at the
time and it was Pickard who trotted down
to his banker and angled $150, which he
bet on Radio.

At the next session of the State legisla-
ture, withont even making a request, the
coilege heads provided funds for its own
broadeasting station. Within the next
few vears Pickard was hefore the mnicro-
phone several hours each day. His voice
is  still remembered by many Middle
Western listeners.

Pickard was hLorn on a2 Wyoming ranch
and eduecated in Iowa and Kansas, It was
his success at the Kansas State Agricul-
tural College which won hiin the post ol
director of Radio for the departinent of
agriculture which position he held when
he was appointed secretary of the federal
Radio commission. His broad familiarity
with the broadeasting field and his under-
standing of agricultural needs has made
his services indispensable to the commis-
sion. He is being besieged with letters
and telegrams of congratulations from his
many friends on the farms to whom he
has for so many years told tle story of
the day.
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PAPA AND AN

BED TIME STORY ABOUT NAUGHTY

INQUIRING MAMMA

No wonder!
Why, Oh why does everybody stay up
Lalf the night trying to get KFI?
HE Papa sits humped over at his
Super-Songotron. Under the tightly
clamped head phones a happy smile
flits over his features. The clock strikes
One. A door creaks in the dark upper-
regions. Voice of the Mumma descends
the stairs.
“Papa?”
No answer.

“Papal”
Still no
boisterously.
“Papa Darius Xavier Hown—will vou

answer me!"”
Frown chases

answer. The eclock ticks

happy smile from the
Papa’'s face. Startling mumbling sounds
emanate indistinetly from between his
teeth. Forced expression of patience.

“Yes,
see I'm trying to listen for distance?”

Mammu, what is it? Can’t you

“You listen this way once, and come
straight up to bed or you’ll never get
down to work in the morning it's
morning NOwW!”

“Shut up—I mean hush—just a minute
—T got KFI—she's coming fine!”

“Brute! ‘She's coming fine,” is she?
So that's why I'm to ‘shut up’—and WHO |
is 'she’ that you are so much more inter-
ested in than your wife?”

More audible mutterings—"Oh, Hel—"

"WHAT!

"“Oh, Helen, you know it's just the fact
I'm listening for 2,000 niles. That's
silly to be talking about a woman—"

“Well, it must be a woman. Some little
jazz queen, I suppose. No man would sit
up all night just to hear another MAN
rave over the Radio. Let me hear, too.
Put 'HER  on the loud speaker.”

The Papa’'s face is full of static as he
hears the Mamma padding down stairs,

“But I can’'t do that, Helen dear, remem-
ber this is Los Angeles, Calif, coming all

the way across the deserts and moun-
tains. I'd lose it sure. Now, please,
please, listen—"

“Exactly, just what T intend doing.

Give me that, that ear bracket, PLEASE!"

Miss Muriel McCormick takes charge of WIBT
for special Red Cross program on Armistice day.
Bankers and other big business men assisted her.

"But ean’t you wait a minute—"

“NO! 1 want to listen right now. Give
me those—those ear bracelets, or what-
ever you call ’'em. There's something

funny about this. You're stalling—"

He hands her the head nhones, the cable
scrapes over the dial. The Mamma lis-
tens, her eves roll around and brows
raise with puzzled expression.

“So vou were listening to KFI, were
you? Well, I just heard the announcer
say it was WRC. 1 thought there was
something funny—deceiving me—why?”’

“Well, they're on the same wave. And
yvou gotta tune to a hair line. The dial
must have got knocked—"

“Tt must have. Accidentally. Huh!"

Lights out. Voices fade away into the
upper darkness. Tick-tock, tick-tock.

Anyhow, Mamma, he can’'t fool you. No,
sirt And when they get television you
had better go to the basement and get
the furnace shaker Dbefore you march in
on him, because just look at the pic-
ture here, what he would be seeing! Bath-
ing beauties! And, Oh, Christmas, why
are you so cold?

But think of Leslie Adams, the KFI
announcer, looking down so sternly from
above. Just think of his terrible responsi-
bilities one, two, three — eight of ‘em.

MURIEL McCORMICK
ANNOUNCES AT WJBT

I_ TFE for Miss Muriel McCormick al-
¢« ways has meant a struggle to Dbe
just herself. People are forever refer-
ring to her as the daughter of the Me-
Cormick and Rockefeller millions. But
her friends sayv she lives within a very
n odest income, tries to do worthwhile
things, and indulges in no false and
arrogant notions that sometimes turns
the heads of others who have less cause
to be pretentious.

So here we have a picture of Miss Mc-
Coriick at the WJIBT microphone. There
was no blare of trumpets or great ado
about the matter. She simply acted in
her capuacity as publicity director for the
Ited Cross Annual Roll Call on Armistice
day. There was a special program under
her supervision over W.IBT, Chicago. She
not ounly arranged the program, but she
announced the speakers, among whom
were James B. Forgan, Jr., chairman of
the Chicago chapter of the American Red
Cross, William Wrigley, Jr.. and other
well known tigures.

Miss McCormick has rendered valuable
service to the Red Cross, and as a mem-
ber of the Chicago Junior T.eague has

lmken a leading part in activities for poor

and crippled children.

'URGES ONE TO NINETY-
SIX FOR RADIO CALLS

Engineers Consider Numbers in
Lieu of Waves and Frequencies

IGHER mathematics used to desig-
nate wave lengths and frequencies

may be reduced to plain United
States and simple digits as one of the
radical improvements for listeners in

1428,

The idea, advanced by R. H. Langley
of Cincinnati, means that all of the
ninety-six channels available for broad-
casting shall be numbered from one to
ninety-six. That's all, there aren’'t any
more. All of the stations in the United
States are now and will be broadcasting
within the range of those ninety-six
assignments.

When WHAT takes the air it will an-
nounce that it is broadcasting on Channel
44 instead of wave length 444.4, or 1,277
kiloeycles.

Mr. Langley commented as follows:

“The numbered channels will permit the
use of a scale on the receiver with rea-
sonably small numbers, which will have a
definite significance and will correspond
to the station announcement. Radio users
would very quickly learn the channel
numbers of their favorite stations. B;
numbering the channels from the low
frequency end., the series could be con-
tinued into the shorter waves when
and if the broadeast frequency band is
extended.

Would Simplify Sets

“Personally I feel that the plan has
many obvious advantages. We are anx-
ious to take the matter up with a large
number of broadcasting stations, and in
the various sections of our own asso-
ciation. The proposition has been re-
ferred to a committee of the Electric
Manufacturers’ Association for recom-
mendations to be made to the Radio com-
mission.”

Gladys Johnson, and

Two Charming ‘Misses of Same
Name, Sing at Same Station

HERE certainly are more Johnsons
T(hnn Gladyses, but it is rarely that
one meets two Gladys Johnsons in a
lifetime. Portland. Ore., is honored with

two voung and especially charming young
named Gladys

women, both Johnson.

More than that, they are musiclans and
are heard regularly over station KGW.

They are not related, although both are
blondes and their features bear a slight
resemblance. But there the affinity stops,
for when it comes to music the Miss
Gladys Johnson in the black hat is
famed as a cellist, while the Miss Gladys
Johnson with the wavy hair and white
fox fur is distinguished as a violinist.

These girls are gnod chums and never
tire of the predicaments that sometimes
occur when strangers become confused
as to whieh is which.
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Gladys Johnson, KGW |

‘McNamee Meets
“Miss St. Louis”

Glad Hand Welcome in Missouri Town
for New York Announcer Who
Dares Deadly Flashlight

R. GRAHAM McNAMEE, the well
1\! known Radio announcer of New

York. was a guest at the St. Louis
Radio show. where he met the folks and
had a great time.

|
|

“I certainly like to get away from the
Big Town and imeet my many friends in
the other metropolises,” smited Mr. Me-
Namee, shaking hands here and there as
he came through the door.

‘Come right in,” said JMayor Vietor
|)Iiller. heartily. *“We sure admire for
vou to come to St. Louis. You'll always
find a welcome hand when you come to

this town. DMeet Miss St. Louis!
“Miss St. Louis in person. I'm
charmed.” It was the tender, flexible

voice so well known to those who listen
ardently to the Radio. *I know now that
I'm going to adore St. Louis—er, may I,
Miss St. Louis.”

Miss St. Lounis blushed slightly and
gave him her hand. Soon they were chat-
ting gally and strolled down the aisle.
Suddenly a figure darted out from Mr.
Kolster's booth and halted them.

‘May I take your picture?’ he begged.

‘Oh, I'm so afraid of flashlights,”
shuddered Miss St. Louis.

“I'll protect you,” laughed Mr.
Namee.

He did.

‘Every time I hear ‘St. Louis Blues’
T'll1 be thinking of you and your wonder-
ful ecity,” said the urbane New Yorker
to Miss St. Louis before he left. There
was a merry twinkle in his eve. “And
I want you to come and see wme when You
coimne to New York.”

|
Me-

Miss Gladys Johnson, cellist, left, and Miss
Gladys Johnson, violinist, below. Both staff
artists at KGW, but are not related.

'
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Captain Gray Writes His Log of Glor

Radio Rendezvous with KMOX above the Clouds Recorded
in Book of “Do or Die” by Sky Explorer

“’Paths of glory lead but to the grave=""

GREAT war film today blazons that

red line of reproach across the

screens of the nation, and into the
minds of a public already grown apathetic
to the bitter realities of & world dis-
aster not yet one decade gone!

Tragic and terrible the truth of it re-
mains, Let the surly waters of the At-
lantic and Pacific bear me witness.

So I bring to you here, on thls page,
the Log of Glory—the most remarkable
Radio log ever written. It is here be-
cause it is a Radio log, because you are
a reader of Radio Digest, and because
you are therefore douhtless interested in
that phase of the valor of the late Haw-
thorne C. Gray, captain of the United
States army, stationed at Scott Field,
Belleville, I1l,, holder of the world's alti-
tude record, regardless of official recog-
nition of the fact.

Ready to Go
It is Friday afternoon, November 4,
1827, with a buzz of excitement about

the hangars and the big balloon drome
on the army flyving field at Belleville. The
huge $-80-241, filled with 80,000 cubic feet
of pure hydrogen, strains like a mad
mastiff at its leash. It is the greatest
spherical balloon in the world. It yearns
for the heavens and tugs impatiently as
a hundred strong armed soldiers hold the
rope ends and guide it skillfully toward
the opening at the north of its house.
A 25-mile gale whips a challenge to the
big bag as it screeches past the opening
at sharp right angles.

“Hold her low and watch your step,”
warns Lieutenant Karl 8. Axtater, speak-
ing to the men as he calls a halt. “Mind
that door as you pass through that you
don't rip the casing, for the wind is
across you. HHold her down and go with
a rush until you are clear of all obstrue
tions. Stand by for the captain’s orders.

Captain Gray, tall, stocky, a bit of sil-
ver showing at the temples beneath the
edge of his leather helmet, smiles down
into the face of his brave young wife
Twice before she huas been through this
moment—the three little onecs about his
knees and glory beckoning in the skics—
glory with raven wings aml a shroud,
perhaps.

“Now, don’t worry chats the captain
confidently, “It's just a little eight mile
ride. and the chances are I['ll be back in
time for supper. What are you going to
have?”

"Of course, dear, but T can't help think-
ing how you had to take to a parachute,
and you passcd out at 24,000 feet, and
you—"

Profits from Experience

"Sure, that's the experience that makes
it safe for me tow, No cold metal in the
helmet this time, no heavy sand bags
to lift overboard—just turn a valve and
down goes the sand! Nothing to do but
sit and listen to the Radio. It'll be a
joy ride. Well, everything’s ready. So
bye-bye until supper—"’

The top of her head scarcely comes up
to his broad shoulders, but she stands
on her toes, and he puts his arms around
her. Then kisses for the tots, a wave
of the hand, and he lumbers across the
field in his cumbersome suit, an outfit
formerly worn by Captain MacReady,

who made the world's altitude record in
an airplane last year.

Eager for the great adventure the bal-
loon bobs joyously out of the door and
is trundled into the open. The wind
sneers a echallenge through the rigging.
Captain Gray slides over the edge of the
basket and is given a final boost by the
sergeant. lIoverything is ship-shape—one
look aeross the arena to the little lady in
the big hat, a wafted kiss, wave of the
hand, a sharp command, a swish of ropes
and the $-80-241 heaves skyward with a
sudden bound.

Gracefully she sails aloft, skimming
over the tree tops—off on the path of
glory.

“Good Bye, Daddy”

Dix, four years old, stands mouth open,
gazing at the shrinking cloud that is
carrying his father away—forever, Wil.
liam, who is 9, is « ng. He heard the
wind snap the under slack of the bag as it
came onto the field like a pistol shot.
It seared him, JMrs. Gray is holding
little two-year-old Gordon tightly in her
armg, and facing everybody with a smile
that does not conceal the misgivings in
her heart,

“Where is dadady,

now?"’ asks Dix, as

the Dbulloon becomes a speck and  dis-
appears in the mist.
Let us, you and 1, detach ourselves

somewhat from our physical bodies. com-
fortably bestowed here on terra tirma, and
ity in astral torm after the valiant cap-
tain as he makes his immortal Radio log.
I do not know whether you have been
up before, but the three or four times
that I have been ballooning I have found
to be quite free from bumps and the
noise that one gets in an airplane, 1In
fact, you scarcely Kknow you are mov-
ing unless you are looking over the
landseape.

Captain Gray is looking over the side,
111l trying to sec the dimming blur of
ray and brown of Seott Field, fast fad-
| ing from view. The basket is packed with

1 great deal of paraphernalia—tanks, box-
like cases with clock dials, a canvas roli
[#nd a seven-tube Atwater Kent Radio
vecelver with head phones, batteries and
1 miscellaney of articles.

There come the escort planes-——three,
and one is just catching up in the dis-
tance, four in all. They make a great
roar as they come racing along beneath
| s, T'he captain has already dropped con-
siderable of the ton of sand., lle turns o
vitlve aud the sand goes—no heaving over
of bags like the last time when he col-
lapsed from the exertion,

Well, here goes the first entry on the
log:

Scott Field at 2:33 at 52 degrees
temperature.
2:35 p. m.—10,500 feet, 24 degrees.

What's on the air? This Radio log,
compared with broadcast studio schedules,
will prove a further check on the ae-
curaey of the flight record. Ile adjusts
the phones and turns the dial. Already
something has climbed up the antenna
and registered a signal in the captain’s
ears, He listens, writes and at the same
time lets out another bag of sand. We

At 4),000 feet the captain found his oxygen gas exhausted, the thin air would not support life,
and the path of glory came to an end.

S

By Harold P. Brown

read the entry—neat, small characters:

KMOX on the air,

Good. he has the dial settings OK on
that St. Louis station, and no precious
time to be lost raking the air to find a
station. Better dump some more sand. |
Where are those planes?

KMOX 27-37 — “Sympathy,” two
bags of sand. AC, 300 to 500, KSD.
Symptoms of rickets. 91 over Okaw,
E. Mascoutah. Bar number 11 turns
at 12,000 feet. Drop extra hand rope
at 2:40 p. m. KMOX. Marked 248,
Bar No. 14 stopped at 15,000. Left
glass foggy.

2:50 p. m. Near school house and
east guage part clear. 16,500.

3:05—-19,500 feet. Temperature zero.

KMOX — With compressed oxygen,
23,000.

You lips are blue, Captain. No doubt
about the atmosphere getting thin and
it's a little hard to continue thinking
clearly and coherently. But you've got
17.000 feet still to go to reach your goal,
and the oxygen is only good for two
and one-half hours. Ease out some more
sand and. and, listen in and put it down,
keep listening and write down the log—

3:10—Snow, gloves, 8 degrees be-
low zero.

KMOX, “Thinking of You.”

Take another turn at the dial, Cap-
tain, with the gloves on your hands will
not be so cold. The phones are getting
cold against your head, but—a little turn
and, there you are:

WHO, Des Moines—*“Sunset,” by
Ole Olson’s orchestra.

3:13—24,000 feet. Snow.

3:17—44 telling about dying.

(Radio dial reading?) 29,000 feet.
Minus 29 degrees. WLS, Chicago,
Chonocide.

3:21—“Pied Piper,” 30,000 feet. Ice.

Sun clock frozen. Minus 35 degrees.

Not quite clear there, Captain. “Chono-
cide” is unknown at WLS, but it is pos-
sible you heurd the announcement forl
“Chum-time"” to come later in the evening.
But Okeh for the Pied Piper. Anthony
Wons, as the Pied Piper, at that moment
was relating his adventures with Lueky
Sambo at chasing bandits in Texas. Yourl
oxygen is going fast, Cut that empty
tank loovse and—

32,000 feet, WFIW at Hopkinsville,
march. 33 degrees helow.

You were lucky to get that announce-
ment, Captain, because you are getting
very restless and it seems hard to hold
the dial very long on one station, No

A few minutes before the balloon lifted Captain
Gray appeared, as above, while phoning a direct
message to the KMOX listeners.

wonder you didn't wait to hear the call
letters where they were talking about
dying. They did neot know that Death
was near and reaching for you—steady
with your hand, man, somebody is going
to read that line—

34,000 feet. Coil off antenna. No
more music for me. Minus 40 degrees.
Too much agr.

Quite right, Captain Gray, the Big Pro-
gram is over—no man ever hefore rec-
orded a Radio voice at 34.000 feet above
sea level. As a Radio log it is a Log of
(ilory. Drop your antenna and make a
little more altitude. The oxygen is get-
ting low and you've got 6,000 feet to go.
Your eyves are bulging and—you are very
tired. But pull yourself together now-—

36,000—32 degrees bhelow. Getting
warmer. Vacuum in mouth,

39,000 feet. Minus 28 degrees. Sky
ordinarily blue. Sun is bright. All
good.

40,000—Last sand bags.

You've made it! You've made it, Cap-
thin Gray. You've made it again. They'll
not deny you this time., But your oxygen
is entirely gone,

Kh—o_)(—Bro—aJiasts Last Message

From Gray Before Balloon Ascends

Krooners Sing and Junkin Tells Captain “We Are Thinking of You''—
Parting Words Put in Report as He Reaches Top
of Earth’s Atmosphere

By George Junkin, Director KMOX

TATION KMOX broadcast a contin-
uous program for Captain Gray, No-
vember 4, starting at the moment he

took off. Just previous to his ascension

Captain Gray phoned us this message:
"My last flight for the purpose of an

altitude record was made on May 4, 1927,

and I attained the altitude of 42,476 feet,

estublishing the world’s altitude record
with a half mile margin to spare.

"However, this honor was not allowed
to me, as, aecording to international rules,
one must come down with the craft. It
happened that I was obliged to leave my
craft and come down in a parachute, It
is my pleasure to sa) that I received
INMOX as bhigh as 35,000 feet, Lhut at that
altitude T was compelled to throw Radio
hatteries over as ballast. After the flight
I received reports from ground receiving
sets that there was a great deal of inter-
ference by static, but T received no static
at any time during the flight. I landed
110 miles east of Scott Field,

“The purpose of my flight today is for
the development of oxygen apparatus, and
to test Radio reception at higher altitudes,
and incidentally to try for an altitude
record. I expect to leave the ground at
1 p. m. and to be in the air around two
hours. I also wish to make the state-
ment at this time that I will be dropping
certain articles of equipment such as re-
ceiving sets, batteries, oxygen cylinders
with a message attached to cach one, and
would appreciate those finding them to
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forward them immediately to Seott Field.”

‘T'o afford all possible assistance to Cap-
tain Gray KMOX broadcast the special
program beginning the moment he left
the ground. A picture of conditions at
Scott Field, ineluding the latest weather
reports, was put on the air. Among the
many numbers dedieated to Captain Gray
were “Sympathy,” by Ethel and Janice,
the Tuneful Two, and “Thinking of You,”
sung by the Kampus Krooners,

The following announcements were then
broadcast to Captain Gray:

“Captain Gray is now reported to be
out of sight beyond the clouds, trying
for an altitude record and KMOUX is
keeping in touch with him continually.
We assure, you, Captain, we are think-
ing of you.”

Colonel Pagelow phoned us fromn Scott
Field the morning of November 5, and
we broadcast several announcements re-
questing  KMOX listeners in Southern
Indiana and Northern Kentucky to wire
Scott Field if they had seen anything of
Captain Gray's balloon, At 11 o'clock our
announcer from the Merchant's Exchange
broadcast the Associated Press dispateh
that the body of Captain Gray had been
Tound in the basket of his balloon,

N. 8. Brown, who is very much inter-
ested in aviation, furnished Captain Gray
with an Atwater Kent set, speaker, tubes
and batteries on each of his trial trips.
This equipment was broken up into small
weatherproof parcels and each parcel at-
tached to a parachute tu Le thrown over-
board in case ol emergency,
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BULLARD SUGGESTS
RADIO RUN TRAINS

“WOULD GET IN ON GAME
IF BIG ROAD HEAD” l

Believes Wireless Control for Lines
Now Feasible—Advises Active
Development of Uses

SE of Radio in the operation of trains
is a perfeetly feasible proposition and
should be developed, Admiral W. I
G. Bullard, chairman of the federal R\dm'
commission, told the last unnual conven
tion of the Telegraph & Telephone Section
of the American Railway Associmion.l
Admiral Bullard said in part as follows: |
“The question of train operation is not
a new one by any manner of means. I
can readily understand the desirability of
control and communication between mov- |
ing trains and different parts of the same
train, for instance—hetween the locomo-
tive and the caboose of a long freight
train. There ought to be some more re-
liable means of communication between
the front and the rear end of these trains.
“Twelve years ago T was approached hy
one of the big Western railroads and
asked to develop a scheme by which thev
could use Radio for controlling their
trains. They had the idea of controlling
their dispatching, and communication be-
tween their tong freight trains, by means
of Radio.
Advised Against Radio
“After a long study of the subject, T
gave a report at that time that it was
an impractical proposition and recom-
mended strongly against it. Eighteen
months later a gentleman representing
that organization told me that my
thoughts and recommendations at that
time had saved them thousands of dol-
lars. Now, however, the state of the art
renders it a perfectly feasible proposition
to install and operate these new devices.
You must remember, however, that every
time one of these little waves goes out
it fills up and clutters the air. Now, if
we had all the railroads ot the United
Siates operating what we call mobile sta-
tions the whole atmosphere would Dbe |
mmed full of these wave lengths, and it
would he an extremely diflicult proposi l
(Continued on page 18)

KENNETH'’S BIG BUG
TlCKLES FUNNY BONE

They Make Nmthwest Listeners
Laugh Over WDAY, Fargo

ENNETH and the Bug are the dia-

phragm lifters of WDAY., Fargo,
N. D. They are shown below red handed
in the act of disturbing the risibles of
Northwest listeners. Kenneth is Ken-|
neth M. Hance, general manager of the |
Radio Equipment company. and Bug is
a perpetual mystery, being one kind of
8 bug one night and another the next. |
They say he's a live wire advertising man |
otherwise, but mention no names. Ken-
neth also is the announcer for the sta-
tion which is owned by 