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SENTINEL of ybdr baby’s PLAYGROUND
“POSITIVE AGITATION?”

—T3

OU mothers know the thrill with
which you watch your baby's first
clumsy attempts to creep—and the
fear. For you know that from now
on your baby faces a new danger—
the menace of germs that lurk in

rugs, waiting to be transferred on chubby fingers
toan undiscriminating mouth,

You can't gamble with half-way cleaning meas-
ures when a baby’s health is at stake.

There’s but one thing to do—keep rugs and carpets
scrupulously, thoroughly clean.

The Hoover vil! 4o © "t removes more dist g | ; -
minure than otlicr cl And it rets not only

the surface dire, liv and threads, but the
deeply-embedded, ¢ dirc—the germs that

menace health.

“Positive Agiiaris ssponsible for this ability

of the Hoover 1 c- lean ordinary cleaning

methods. “Posit: .~ /giration’ shakes loose from R
the bottom of ch.c r.-  he heavy, destructive dirt - R

that usual cleaning 1 thods fail to touch. And
by its thoreiigh dirtrer oval, <“Positive Agitation®”
restores to rugs their original beauty, lifting the _ N pran
nazp and brightening the colors. ;

The amazing efficiency of this exclusive Hoover :

cleaning principle—the outstanding ability of the 6

Hoover to remove the most dirz per minute—has L :

been proved by repeated tests made under actual It BEATS - as it Sweeps  as it Cleans
home conditions. We will gladly demonstrate it
to you, in your own home on your own rugs. Be-
cause 4. p. m. represents the real gauge of eleceric
cleaner capacity, you should see this test which is
an accurate measure of efficiency, before purchas-
ing any cleaner. Telephone your Authorized
Hoover Dealer.

Cash prices, Model 700 Hoover, $75. Model 543,
$59.50. Dusting tools, $r2.50. Easy payments if
desired. Only $6.25 down. Prices slightly higher
west of the Rockies and in Canada. Hoover Dealers
will make you an allowance on your old machine.

THE HOOVER COMPANY
NORTH CANTON, OHIO

The oldese and largest maker of elecevic cleaners . . . The
Hoover i5s also made in Canada, sz Hamilton, Ontario

o
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A marvelous dish, you'll say! What
makes it so good? The sauce. And
what makes the sauce so exceptional
—silky smooth and thickly creamy?
The milk—Carnation!

Carnation is the milk for sauces. For

== The call can, diluced, this pure, double-rich milk is “homo-

e 1 genized”—its double helping of cream
distributed evenly, in finest-grained
particles, makingevery single drop
double-creamy. That is why Carnation .
sauces are so indescribably smooth—

quarsof pure, rich milk

Table service by courtisy of Marshall Ficld & Gompany, Ghicago

© 1928, Carnedon Mills Produces Co.

why all cooking with Carnation
achieves a surpassing delicacy of tex-
ture. You should know this conven-
ient, economical, superior milk.

Carnation Caper Sauce— 34 cup Carnation Milk, J4 cup
water, 2 thsp. butter, 2 thsp, flour, 1 small onion, 4 thsp.
salt, 3% tsp. pepper, 4 cup capers. Scald Camnation and
water together. Cook chopped onion in melted burrer;
add flour and let brown, Add salt, pepper, and scalded
milk, stirring constantly. Cook about 5 minutes and add

drained capets. Serve hot.
Write for Mary Blake Cook Baok

CARNATION MILK PRODUCTS COMFPANY
469 Carnation Bldg., Oconomowoc, Wis.
569 Stuarc Blds., Scattle; New York; Aylmer, Ont.!
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E. C. Rayner, Publisher .

RADIO DIGEST—/lustrafed
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Pledged to endure,
—this better STUCCO

O appraise the enduring quality of Oriental Stucco,
think in terms of more than one lifetime.

In every respect, Oriental Stucco runs true to form. Every
ingredient is mixed in at the mill under conditions that

Think of the age-old structures in Europe which attest
the endurance of stucco. Oriental Stucco is basically the
same material. But through careful research and scientific

permit of no variation from standard. The product comes
backed by the reputation of the United States Gypsum
Company, the world’s authority on wall finishing ma-

methods, it has been developed and improved to meet the terials.

more exacting demand of the present. Complete architectural data will be gladly forwarded in

response to your request. Just mail the coupon.

UNITED STATES GYPSUM COMPANY
General Offices: Dept. 266, 1300 West Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois

ORIENTALSSTUCCO

EXTERIOR STUCCO

Made by the United States Gypsum Company

& This modern stucco is the complete answer to the problem
of color. In specifying Oriental, you may select just the
tint desired and be sure of a beautiful and uniform result,

| | e ——. R T T e TR voee MAIL THIS TODAY! ceerernns g T T neqgTETToT Cereeen s .
i ' Gentlemen: UNITED STATES GYPSUM
] Please forward “How to Ob- N e o = CoMPANY

[. tain Period Textures in Oental Dept. 266, 300 W. Adawms Street
) Stucco™ and Specification 16. Address Chicago, Illinois

(]

]

T
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With the Publisher

Notice to Our Readers

EGINNING with this issue, in its new and improved form,
Radio Digest will be publ1shed four times a year and will
i>e on sale at all newsstands approximately the first of

September, November, January and March. The newsstand
price will be thirty- five cents. The mail subscription price will
be a dollar and a quarter yearly in the United States, posses-
sions, and Canada. Foreign postage will be one-dollar addi-
tional. All present subscriptions will be extended issue for
issue for the number subscribed.

Qur readers will find in this new Radio Digest many new
and valuable departments. We call your particular attention to
the new features, “Who's Who in Broadcasting,” listing all the
important broadcast artists, orchestras, etc., in the country and
the Musical Department, giving a list of popular songs, direc-
tory of abridged operettas, etc. You will find a map 4in color,
giving the location and power of all broadcasting stations. In
addition, the “Official Call Beok and Log” and the “Listener’s
Evening at Home” have been improved and amplified. Future
issues will be even more complete.

The National Stentor

ERLIN HALL AYLESWORTH of the National Broad-
casting Company in a Cyrus Fogg Brackett lecture be-
fore the Engineering Faculty and students of Prince-

ton University, under the title of “The Modern Stentor, Radio
Broadcasting in the United States,” gives a vivid picture of
Radio in the scheme of things. Mr. Aylesworth said:

“Once upon a time a wise man said: ‘There is nothing new
under the sun.” He was right. There is nothing fundamentally
new, True, therd are improvements and refinements, revisions
and alterations, fresh interpretations and novel presentations:
but, nevertheless, the basic ideas remain much the same
throughout the forward march of civilization,

“And so it is with Radio broadcasting. The basic idea—mass
communication—is as old as civilization itself, having had its
origin around the tribal camp fire when the spokesman
addressed his eager listeners. Word-of-mouth contact between
leaders and people has had its influence on history. Century
upon century found the homogeneous state largely dependent
upon how many individuals could be addressed at one time by
a spokesman. Putting the same idea another way, the man with
the most powerful voice commanded the greatest audience
and consequently the largest following. His might not be
words of rare wisdon, yet if he had the necessary physical

strength to fling those words to the gathered listeners, he be-
came a greater leader than the wiser man who lacked in
physical equipment. Bellows, rather than brains, obviously
carried the day.

“It did not take long for advancing civilization to appreciate
the enormous handicap of combining the powerful voice and
the deep thinker in one. The Romans were perhaps the first to
appreciate that the great brain was only too often accompanied
by a weak voice, The Romans, practical people that they
were, soon introduced a satisfactory system of mass communi-
cation or broadcasting, whereby the thoughts and the very
words of their greatest thinkers might be made known to the
people. The transmitting medium was a professional announcer,
or Stentor, with lungs like bellows and a voice like a fog horn.
[t is said that in the Colosseum, where a hundred thousand
Romans gathered to witness gladiators engaged in mortal
combat or to enjoy the thrills of a chariot race, the Stentor
addressed the multitude, speaking the words supplied by
others.

“In light of our present-day magic called electricity, we may
well smile at the idea of the Roman Stentor. Yet we have
retained the hasic idea, namely, that a powerful voice be made
available to the man with something worthy to say. We have,
however, improved materially on the Roman Stentor technique
by enabling the very words, the very voice, the very person-
ality, if you please, of the thinking man to be passed on to the
listening multitudes, via the public address system. And going
a step further, we have provided wings, called carrier waves, to
thost words and voice and pcrqonahty, in order that they

might be carried to listeners in their homes, thus making our
forum one of unlimited proportions,

VEN prior to the human voice, before the grunts that

pave birth to our spoken language, there must have
Leen a sign language. In the endless repetition of history,
therefore, it was but natural that the sign language technique
should reappear in the refined form of the written word. In
the shape of manuscripts, the written word played an impor-
tant role in bringing the views and the wishes of leaders and

thinkers before far-flung people, despite the handicaps of
laborious duplication and limited readers. Further refinement
brought the movable types of Guttenberg as well as the print-
ing press during the late Middle Ages, giving enormous
impetus to the written word and contributing not a little in
the renaissance or rebirth of civilization. Yet if we analyze
this situation critically, we note that the printed word was still
another step removed from the personal appeal of the indi-
vidual addressing the multitude, From the personal voice, the
technique had passed on to the personally written word and
from the personally written word to the impersonal and cold
printed word.

“Refinement followed refinement in printing. There came
larger and faster presses. Wood pulp and the Fournier paper
machme came into existence in providing no end of inex-
pensive paper to carry the printed word, The automatic com-
posing machine or linotype of Mergenthaler came to take the
place of hand type laboriously assembled, printed "and dis-
tributed, over and over again, by human fingers. Printed
matter became commonplace, and with it the acquiring of the
reading ability and habit Became widespread.

“And so a half-dozen years ago, the press was the logical
method of weaving a community or nation into a homogeneous
body politic. True, it was and it remains an analytical and
synthetic method of conveying intetligence. Tt is an indirect
method for the thinker to get before his invisible audience. It
is a decided step backward from the old days of the Roman
forum, when the leader faced his audience in person. It is
certainly mass communication by proxy. Yet it has served in
an age when the audience has grown far beyond the power
of the unaided voice to address. Mass communication, up till
six years ago, was hopelessly outdistanced by the growing
magnitude of communities, states and nations.

LL of which serves to provide the proper setting for the

consideration of this thing called Radio broadcasting.
Here is an art, new in details, but old in principle, which is
little more than a reversion to the spoken word and the direct
appeal of the prehistoric days of the tribal camp fire. Once
more we have the forum of the people, gathered to hear their
leaders. Again we have the spokesman, delivering his own
words by means of his own voice. V,e are back to the direct
word-of-mouth contact between leader and followers, which
civilization lost during a period of thousands of years while
substituting more elaborate yet really less efficient means.

“Broadcasting, therefore, is not the rival of the printed word.
It is far more ¢lementary in conception than the printed word,
Tt is a vehicle for spontaneous thought, for the expression of
personality, flung out into space so that all who care to listen
may do so. It reaches the listeners wherever they may be—
near or far, in cities or in rural districts, in homes or in public
gathering places Radio broadcasting is a marked step for-
ward in the art of mass communication.

‘Now the broadcast word is a spontaneous thing. It is born,
it lives, and it dies in the space of a second or less. It is not
preserved for future review, except in the impression it may
make on its listeners. It might be supposed that the broad-
casted word was seriously handicapped by being presented
alone, without sign of the speaker; yet, as a matter of cold
fact, the broadcast word i1s actually aided by being alone.
Without the presence of the speaker, without the distractions
of a large gathering, without the discomforts attendant upon
being gathered in a theatre or hall or public park, the broadcast
word stands alone, ready to command one-hundred per cent
attention. It can be, and is, more thoroughly .analyzed by
its public than any other form of public utterance. Little
wonder, then that the few remaining politicians of the old days,
with their barn-storming ways, have religiously avoided broad-
casting in their campaigns.

“The printed word, on the other hand, is not spontaneous
thought by the time it reaches the public. It is several steps
removed from the original spontaneous thought, It is printed
at any time and read at any time. It is preserved, rather than
living, thought. Nevertheless, it has the advantage of being
recorded thought, in convenient form, for reading and re-
reading, at the option of the public.

“Hence there can be no conflict between the printed word
and the broadcast word. Both serve individual and distinctive
functions.”

T\
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MAIOR EDWARD BOWES, head of the famous Capitol Family, was the

first Broadway showman to utilize the Radio to broadcast his productions.

He is a typical New Yorker and always “meticulously groomed,” says Dorothy

Brister Stafford in this issue. He also is a master of diplomacy in his manuer of

dealing with temperamental artists and the Radio audience., His hour on the Red
net has always been a favorite with a great army of listeners.
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F YOU really have a voice the world will find you no
matter where you are or what you do. Take the case of
Allen McQuhae, the celebrated tenor who sings with the
best of them and better than the rest of them. You never

would have predicted in the youth of Allen McQuhae that the
fates had picked himi out for an oratorio artist to be singing
the Messiah and the likes. Sure and blithe enough of a boy
was hie when he took to railroading, breaking the ireights, wip-
ing the engine, and his ambition set for to be the engineer.
Dut the voice of him kept chirping and proclaiming him the
great man that he was no matter whether it was mushing in
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the Klondike for gold or pinch-hitting for the tenor with the
frazzled epiglottis at McDougal’s Vaudeville Emporium.
Now ’twas only at the beginning of the great war that the
world really took hold of Allen and says, says he, “Me
boy, you’re an artist and I’ve found you at last, and begorra
you're mine. Now stop fiddlin’ your time away with twaddle
but go over and settle the war, and then come back and settle
down to serious business with that voice that’s laggin’ behind
the tongte of ye.”
So Allen did go over and do a man’s share in helping America
win the war, and when he came back he took up with the
(Continued on page 16)
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When Rogers Was “President”

670RTY MILLION AMERICANS Can’t Be Wrong

Unless It's While Follies Cowboy Broadcasts As

MAGINE this: You are in a room with a lot of Radio

apparatus. Telegraph instruments are clicking. Graham

McNamee sits in a chair a few feet from your knees, his

eyes glued to a watch, A mlcrophone hangs in front of
your nose. Now the telegraph instrument is going a monotonous
ding-a-ding-ding, ding-a-ding-ding and
then of a sudden it hesitates and gives
one fmal bing!

You've been warned! You are on the
air, A string of the most powerful
broadcasting stations strung across_the
continent is catching, your breath. You
are facing not less than 40,000,000 people
—probably more, for the range goes far
beyond the boundaries.

There you are with eighty or a hun-
dred million ears perked toward YOU.
And you start introducing yourself as
PRESIDENT COOLIDGE.

It’s not a dream, it's a fact.

What would YOU do?

Apnd what would YOU do, Will Rog-
ers’

You had better scratch your head and
hoist a quizzical eyebrow.

But, of course, everybody knows you
did do it, William, so there is no use
pretending.

Maurice Wetzel of the National
Broadcasting Company anticipated that
a thousand-dollar-a-minute program was
worth keeping, so he hooked up a dicta-
phone and took down all that was said.
His record, in part, of that momentous
colloquy follows:

Will Rogers
At NBC Microphone, Los Angeles

ELLO, folks. I'm the town crier,

tonight. They could of got a
printed program, but they got me
cheaper. It’s the easiest job I ever had,
sittin’ here at home by your own fire-
side. Oh, I shouldn't a mentioned fire;
we are not supposed to let outsiders
know.that we have fires in California.

1 am glad to appear at this benefit for
such a worthy cause. I want to thank
the Dodge Brothers and their wonderful
new car for arranging this financial tes-
timonial for Al Jolson, Paul Whiteman
and Fred Stone. This will help the boys
meet their first income tax installment
in good shape.

I've just been down to Mexico on
some outside business for (Calvm?)
He heard that they were shootin' presi-
dential candidates and he sent me down
to get the recipe. So if vou hear of any
of our presidential candidates up here
bein’ shot, you will know that my mis-
sion to Mexico has been a parnal suc-
cess. The only thing, we ain’'t got
enough ammunition up here.

Mexico’s a great country, though, and
this fellow Morrow is doin’ a fine work.
Mexico is hooked in on this eavesdrop-
pin’ thing here tonight, so I want to say
a few words to 'em in their native tongue.
Spanish phrases.)

It’s spoilin’ my English.
language a-tall.

T wish I could describe to you the scene here tonight in
my home in Beverly Hills. This 1s Beverly Hills, the home of
all the movie stars. It's wonderful here tomght Mary and
Doug are right here, Pauline Frederick and Gloria and Irene
Rich and Harold Lloyd and Rin Tin Tin, John Barrymore,
Bull Montana and Dolores del Rio and Ben Turpin, all of 'em
are right here. Say-—oh, it's great. All right within fifteen
or twenty blocks of where I am right now. I'd call some of

(11 seconds of

I wish T had never learned this

Will Rogers, Follies Cowboy

‘Calvin Coolidge™

‘em to the microphone if I knew their telephone numbers.

But, sure enough, right here in my house, I wish you could
see it. All the kids are sore as boils because their mother
wouldn't let ’'em go to the show tonight. Qut of respect for
(heir father she wanted themn to stay at home and listen to
father. Jimmie said, “I’ve heard the
jokes so much I could do 'em myself, for
a third of the money.”

By the way, he just come runnin’ in
from the room where they've got a
receiving set and he whispered over here
to his mother. He says:

“Mamma, we can’t get anything in
there but static.”

His mamma said:

“Hush, that ain’t static; that’s your
father.”

Now, folks, we’ve got a real surprisc
for you tonight. Something that we
didn’t put on the program because of
the nature of it, we couldn’t advertise it.
And because he thinks that automobiles
has contributed to the success and pros-
perity of the country, we have a real
treat in store for you, so get ready for a
real surprise. A real announcer should
announce this, but I have to do it, and
it's nobody but Mr, Coolidge. Mr. Cal-
vin Coolidge from Washington, who
wants to take the opportunity to deliver
a short message to America. All right.
Washington, are you ready? A—ah—ali
right, Mr. Coolidge, Mr. Coolidge.

ADIES and gentlemen, it’s the duty
of the President to deliver a mes-
~age to the people on the condition of
the country. I am proud to report that
the condition of the country as a whole
is prosperous. 1 don’t mean that the
whole country is prosperous, but as a
whole it's—a prosperous. That is, it’s
prosperous for a hole. A hole is not
s posed to be prosperous and this coun-
try is certamly a whole. There is not a
whole lot of doubt about that. Every-
body that I come in contact with seemis
to be doin’ well—Hoover, Dawes, Low-
den, Curtis, Al Smith, \IcAdoo—they re
all doin’ well. Of course, not as they’d
like to be doin’ by this time next year.
"1 sent Dwight Morrow down to
Mexico. A smart boy, Dwight. He's
one of the smartest boys in our class at
Amherst. One of the two smartest
boys, in fact, in our class at Ambherst
where we were preparing for college.
Lindbergh is busy in Central Amenca
\We seem to get in wrong faster than
that boy can get us out. I wish he w as
twins. I made a statement last fall in
which I said 1 didn’t choose to run. It
seems to have been misunderstood, or
not understood or som tlun, so about
a month ago 1 clarified 1t by saying ‘I
still don’t choose to run” If they mis-
understood the first ‘choose,” 1 certainly
can t see how they could misnnderstood
this 'un again.

“TFarm relief. For farm relief, I give 'em rain and a good
crop. That beats all the McHaugen bills for rclief vou can
invent. Fill a farmer up. That’ll stop him from hollerin’
quicker’'n anything.

‘I*orelgn debts. 1 am sorry to state that they are just as
foreign as ever. In fact, more so.

“Cuba and South American Relationz. I am goin’ down
there at once to try and show them that we are not as bad
as we might've been.

“Nicaragua. We're still havin’ a little trouble down there,

{Continued on page 118)
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His Family Is Yours

-

William Robyn, better known to the
Bowes neighbors as “Wee Willie”—tenor
soloist and recording artist.

E LIVES in a bungalow on top

of a theatre which looks down

on the hardest-boiled street in

the world, has a famous actress

for a wife, his l1fe his friends, his busi-

ness, all teem of broadway and yet his

name is a household word in hundreds

of conservative little communities where

all the interests with which he is asso-

ciated are commonly regarded as works
of the devil.

He is Major Edward Bowes, Manag-
ing Director of the Capitol Theatre,
whose vision made, possible the first
broadcast of entertainment direct {rom
a metropolitan show liouse to eager
listeners in the hinterland.

When other Broadway managers were
laughing at Radio, at the same time just
a bit apprchensive as to what it was go-
ing to do to their interests, Major
Bowes’ acute business sense told lum
that the rumored menace of the baby
science ‘might be turned into an asset,
and led him to co-operate with WEARF
in putting the programs from the Cap-
itol upon the air.

And what these programs have developed into furnishes one
of the most curious paradoxes in the amusenient world today.
Gazing up Broadway at eight o'clock on a Sunday night to
where the lights of the Cap1t01 gleamn through the haze from

Major Edward Bowes Is First of
to Present His Talented
By Dorothy

patent-leather hair and pasty faces, we've tried to realize that out of this welter of
ultra- sophlstlcanon there is going upon the air a clean, wholesome entertainment of
standard music, old time songs and even an occasional hymn or two, designed to
appeal to listeners at quiet ﬁresndes s0 far removed from the tawdry 'ideals of the
location from whence it springs as though they were on another planet.

It is a hard thing to grasp. To us there is an unreality about Broadway and its
people that is so thterly foreign to a standard, sane way of living as to be almost fan-
tastic. This street is so hectic, artificial and feverlsh particularly at theatre time, that
we seem to think in terms of jazz, and can never get our feet firmly on the ground
until we are back in the semi-obscurity of the side streets of the less-roaring Forties.

And how any man living year after year in this atmosphere can sense the sort
of thing that is going to appeal to those far removed millions, who live and thinlk
like rational human beings is beyond our compréhension. ‘And yet that is just
what Major Bowes seems to be able to do. No matter if the metropolis does
demand more sophisticated entertainment in the theatre (and this winter has seen
an amazing livening up of the programs at the Capitol), the Major has kept his
studio programs strictly to the lines which his intuition originally told him would
go over best with the Radio public.

The first pick-ups from the theatre were, we understand pretty bad, and the
studio hour was put on as an experiment.
When we discovered Radio back in 1924,
the feature, under Roxy’s breezy, in-
formal guidance was firmly established
in the ‘East, and about that time WW]
first brought it west of Schenectady. As
the network expanded (though it wasn’t
called a network then, and do you re-
member back when Frank Moulan
made jingles out of the station calls and
the ballet-girls recited them?) many
thousands of listeners came to look on
this, 'then a novel feature, as the high
spot in the Radio week.

And then camme that hot summer’s
night a couple of years ago, when Roxy,
barnstorming out in Detroit, broke the
news to his flock that he was leaving the
Capitol. This announcement caused al-

“  most as much excitement
among devotedfollowersofthe
hour as would the news today
that Col. Lindbergh was go-
ing to give up flying and set-
tle down to raise chickens.
The telephone buzzed with
inquiries. “Who is going to
take his place? Will they
give up broadcasting?”’

: And when, stepping calmly

_jout of his character of the
power behind the throne,
Major Bowes modestly took
his place at the micro-
phone, no one dreamed that
a man of such wide inter-
ests would continue per-
manently at the work of pre-
senting programs, or that a
brand new personality had
come into Radioc. While car-
rying on the informal method
of presentation inaugurated by Roxy,
the Major made no attempt at iniitation,
and brought to the work a more digni-
fied delivery, which, together with his
happy appellation, “The Family,” his
courteous manner and an evidently sin-
cere desire to please went over big with
the Radio audience.

As one listener expressed it at the time,
he felt as though a very well bred gen-
tleman had walked into his living room
with an offer to entertain the family. And if Major Bowes
had entered upon his new profession with some misgiving, the
letters whieh immediately began to pour into the Capitol con-
vinced him he had fallen into the most interesting work of his

Caroline Andrews, a smiling singer of
the Bowes family, affectionately called
“The Lark™ by Papa Bowes.
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millions of other lights, with the bedlam of Times Square career,

traffic seething and boiling in our ears, jostled on all sides by
hundreds of perfumed ladics with over-carmined lips and hard,
bright eycs; cane-swinging, narrow-shouldered youths, with

About this time one of the wise ones along Times Square
made this prophecy to us.
“Aw, he'll soon get tired of it. Catch a movie magnate tying
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for Evening of Play

the Great Broadway Showmen
Household to Listeners
Brister Stafford

himself up every Sunday night talking to a bunch of Radio bugs over in Joisey.”

He didn’t realize that the “radio bugs” extended much farther west than “Joisey,”
the horizon of his Manhattan mind, or that Major Bowes might find something
quite worth while concealed in that great polyglot mass known as the “invisible
audience.” He tells you quite frequently what the personal contact means to him,
of the thousands of grateful letters he gets every week, but almost every day
one hears the query, “What does the theatre get out of it?” What, indeed?

THE last time we were at the Capitol we were struck by the very un-New Yorkish
appearance of the audience, and it wasn’t until we heard a woman whisper,
“There’s ‘Our David,’” as Mr. Mendoza entered and took up his bhaton, that we
realized it was made up in great part of Radio listeners from out of town.

Of course this was during the summer tourist season. As a direct result of the
broadcasting, thousands of people living in remote regions, to whom a trip to New
York is the event of a lifetime, now put the Capitol down on their lists as a place to
be visited along with those time honored attractions for the tourist, Grant’s Tomb,
the Aquarium and the Statue of Liberty. It is the only New York theatre many
of themn have ever heard of, and it is perfectly natural they should wish to see
the people whose vaices they have heard so many times at home,

Should you be one of those almost unbelievably trusting listeners (and there are
many), who accept all great Radio programs as bread cast upon the waters by kind-
hearted souls who expect no reward
on this earth beyond thank-you
letters, we hate to disillusion you. P

It is the greatest publicity since o
the beginning of time, and the g
shrewd minds back of our amuse-
ment interests know
it. The remarkable
“hing about Major
Bowes is that HE
recognized it five
years ago. ROXy
knew so much about
it from his expe-
rience at the Capitol
that he had a broad-
casting unit before
he had a theatre, and
report says he moved
heaven and earth in
an effort to get the
Capitol time on the
Sunday night hook-
up, but WEAF re-
mained loval to the
man who had co-op-
erated with them at
the beginning.

The “pepping up”
of the theatre pro-
grams this winter,
many of which are
broadcast in their
entirety, has brought
a new element into
the Radio audience.
Some who were
looking for livelier
entertainment than
had heretofore been
coming over on the
Sunday night broad-
cast are now eagerly
watching for the all-
star bills from the
auditorium.

Up until last win-
ter the Capitol had |
th"}gs pretty‘ much & - T,
their own way. They

SHORE Rl o S S

Youngest in the family

are Edward Axt, 12, sax-

ophone soloist, and Sylvia
Miller, 16, soprano.

his productions, and
presently we found
the Capitol in the
competition with
even higher -priced
stars than the Roxy
was featuring. The
Capitol already had
a theatre orchestra
that was conceded
by critics to be the
hest in the country,
but Roxy also had a
famous jazz band.
So the Capitolians—
an aggregation of
artists of syncopa-
tion as organized,
and drilled. we be-
lieve, originally by
Paul Specht.

This performs
weekly with guest
conductors — such

were the largest movie house in New York, and no other virtuosos as Vincent Lopez and Ben Bernie being among
theatre attempted the elaborate ballets, stage presentations and those who have wielded the baton for a week and goodness
opera bits as adjuncts to the pictures. But with the opening knows how much money. Then there is a revue, featuring
ot the new Paramount gwhl_ch sprawls all over Times Square some well known act from vaudeville or musical comedy, and
and is so b,}g you couldn’t miss it if you tried) and Roxy’s huge the Radio audience hears them all, with a few exceptions, such
cathedral” things were different. as Van and Schenk, who could not be broadcast, as they have
Features became as common as actors out of work around exclusive Radio contracts.
Forty-seventh street. Roxy, of course led in the extravagance of There has never been entertainment of such variety pre-
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sented ‘upon one program in a New York theater as these now
shown weekly at the so-called movie palaces, and the managers
of the legitimate and vaudeville houses are sitting back, won-
dering just where it is going to end.

Apropos of the situation they are telling a story along
Breoadway of the vaudeville actor who had striven for years
to get a week’s booking at that goal of the two-a-day, the
Palace. He finally achieved his ambition this winter, and
when he found himself at last on the bill of the greatest vaude-
ville house in the country—Ilo, all the stars were at the Capitol!

With all this tremendous expense Major Bowes is keeping
his great stock troupe of artists intact, and if—as one listener
said the other mght——-lns voice doesn’t sound as cheerful as
usual, one’s private opinion is that he had just had a look at
the pay-roll. These favorites of the Radio audience, many of
whom have been at the Capitol for years, include William
Robyn, who started out as a phenomenal boy tenor, and has
developed until today he is the theaters’ most popular soloist
and makes records for all the leading phoncgraph companies;
David Mendoza, conductor, who is extremely popular with
New York audiences, and his capable assistaht, Eugene Or-
mandy; Dr. William Axt who is responsxble for the ﬁne orches-
tral arrangementts; Yasha Bunchuk, whose ’cello is as much an
expected part of the
Radio program as
the Major's poem;
Max Hersberg, pi-
anist, and the ver-
ratile Westell Gor-
don, who com-
poses, sings, and
plays the ’cello.

Preserving har-
mony in such a
group of tempera-
mental geniuses
{through the years
would seem to re-
quire as much di-
plomacy on the part
of the managing
director as he has
shown in his han-
dling of the Radio
audience, and the
fact that he has
ever been alert to
recognize ability
and give it its
opportunity has
cndcared Major
Bowes no less to
his performers than
to his listeners. A
striking example of
this occurred re-
cently when he fea-
tured on the studio
program, twelve-
yvear-old Eddie Axt,
a youthful prodigy
nn the saxophone,
and the son of Dr.
Billy. Accompanied
by his talented
father the young
musician made a
surprisingly credit-
able debut, and
Major Bowes
seemed  as  much
vratified by his suc-
vess as the father.

The directing
genius of this great
array of Radie and
stage entertainment
has long been an
outstanding figure
in the amuscment world. Tdentified with moving picture inter-
vsts for years, together with Messmore Kendall, he built the
Capitol theater in 1918, and has served in a number of execu-
tive capacities with the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corporation in
which he is interested. He numbers among his personal friends
all the more prominent in the world of the stage, pictures and
music. He is married to beautiful Margaret Illington, long a
favorite of the legitimate stage. In appearance he is the typical
successful New Yorker, always meticulously groomed, and as
to his personality, it is superfluous to comment upon that to the
Radio audience, for if any man has succeeded in “putting him-
«oif across” with the listening public, it is Major Edward Bowes,
paterfamilias of a very happy tribe.

A moment’s

pause between numbers to permit you to meet face to face Miss Mathilde
Harding and Arcadje Birkenholz, who present those especially interesting Sunday evening
sonatas over the Red net, Yes, Miss Harding, the ring is cbvious,

Radio Finds Gold Pirates Missed

UST now the world seems on the verge of many new rev-
elations of a scientific nature. Practical television, still in
an experimental stage, is promised to the public in a short

time. From there it will be but a step to stage productions in
the home. All the startling electrical wizardry shown in the
Radio shows will soon be a part of our every day lives.

Not the least strange of the new inventicns is the applica-
tion of Radio to mmeral prospecting-—especially gold. Many
letters were received by Radio Digest from all quarters fol-
lowing publication of the announcement by President Max
Mason, %mveerty of Chicago, that prospecting by Radio had
been proven entirely practical.

A letter from Lieutenant George Willlams of Ancon, C. Z.,
Panama, tells of his own experience with a Radio prospector
of his own invention with which he has unearthed part of the
buried treasure hidden from the pirate Morgan, centuries ago,
when he ravished the Panama coast.

“We have a four- -year concession under the Supervxslon of a
government inspector,” writes Lieut. Williams, “and so far
our machine has never lied. Where it has indicated go]d to be
found, digging disclosed the gold. Thousands of dollars’ worth
of ancient treasures

huried by priests in
" subterranean cav-

erns have thus been

recovered.

“The machine
consists of a gener-
ator, transmitter, re-
ceiver, amplifier and
two aerials. The
aerials consist of
many thousands of
feet of wire wound
on a hoop, The gen-
erator supplies the
power to the trans-
mitter and into the
first aerial causing
the lines of force to
form a circle frem
one aerial to the
other, cutting
through the earth
The current is di-
rected through a re-
ceiver and amplify-
ing valve. Different
sounds are given off
according to the de-
posit under the
ground which are
observed through
the headphones. In
the case of gold
which is a very bad
conductor a very
high pitched note is
heard. In the case
of lead a very dull
sound is heard. Gold
1s the highest pitch
heard while lead is
the harshest.”

The Panama

newspaper report-
ing the explorations
made by Lieut. Wil-
liams with his pros-
pector says:
“Exquisite golden
ornaments and en-
graved precious
stones were first
brought to light in
old Panama by
Lieut. Williams,
Thursday evening
at 5 o'clock, Treasure continued to be brought up from what
is believed to be a subterranean tunnel at the corner of St
Joseph convent to the fourth block of the Empedrada street,
It is the old church of the Golden Altar and the flames of
Morgan did not touch it.

“The work of bringing up the treasure continued until dark
when Adriano Robles, the President’s general secretary, or-
dered his private police to remain on the seene throughout
the night. The treasure was taken to the President and for two
hours he looked it over and shook hands and congratulated
Lieut. Williams on his first find. The President retained a
piece of the treasure—a large butterfly shaped pendant inlaid

(Continued on page 126)
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Damrosch Achieves Ambition

SFATHER AND SON Struggle Against Many Adversities to
Win National Leadership—Told in Autobiography

T last we have the long heralded school of the air!
It has been a tremendous task organizing and perfect-
ing the mechanical details to carry out the ambition of
Walter Damrosch to broadcast musical instruction to
classes that would number millions.

That is ane of the great things for Radio to do, to give to the
millions advantages that hitherto have been accorded only to
a privileged few.

Of course there is a great host of people who have no toler-
ance for Damrosch
nor the type of cul-
ture he represents.
They are totally
unreconciled to mu-
sic that has been
hand picked by ex-
perts from the ruck
of stuff that swells
our annual produc-
tion. They prefer
the popular air that
holds the pinnacle
for the day.

But in thelong
run Damrosch and
the classics will
stand, of course,
and it is for the far-
seeing broadcaster
to supply a demand
that has a firm
foundation. The
schools are taking
it up throughout
the country by in-
stalling suitable re-
ceivers and ampli-
fiers.

In New York
City alone nearly
200 public schools
are taking advan-
tage of the course.
Mail from across
the continent indi-
cates that nearly
one thousand public
and private schools
are presenting the
course with auxil-
iary and personal
instruction. Besides
the schools and the
studios of the small
individual music
teachers there are
thousands of
homes where stu-
dents and profes-
sionals have set W
aside the hour for
these broadcasts as
part of the indi-
vidual study curriculum.

NE may imagine the glow of satisfaction in the heart of

the grand old maestro, Walter Damrosch, as he stands at
the head of the New York Symphony lecturing and demon-
strating to a class that stretches across the continent. Lessons
in Musical Appreciation is the theoretical text book. The
orchestra is the demonstration blackboard and ears are all that
the student needs to reap the benefits of the instruction.

Walter Damrosch is indeed a national figure now. Perhaps
a little personal history would be of interest to the listener and
reader. He has written an autobiography called My Musical
tLife. He introduces himself as follows:

“I am an American musician and have lived in this country
since my ninth year. I was born in Breslau, Silesia, January
30, 1862, and my first memories are connected with the war,
the Austro-Prussian War of 1866. I was four years old and
remember being with my mother in a room in our apartment

ALTER DAMROSCH stands before the microphone to teach his class Musical Appre-
ciation. His class room extends across the nation. He demonstrates his theories with the
aid of the New York Symphony Orcbestra. He is on the threshold of his life-long ambition.

in Breslau, which was filled with flowers and growing plants
(mother always had a marvelous gift for maintaining and nurs-
ing plants) and various friends coming in to condole with her
over the death of my baby brother, Hans, who had died of
cholera, which was then raging in Breslau. The second child
of my parents had been christened Richard, after Richard
Wagner, who had officiated as godfather at the ceremony. This
child lived but a short time, and Wagner had vowed that he
never again would stand as godfather for the children of any
of his friends, as
the ill luck which
had pursued him
all of his life was
thus carried even
into their families.”

He then relates
his experiences in
sceing th e soldiers
march to war and
hearing the can-
nons boom and
how his mother
threw a wreath
“which fell on the
neck of the horse
carrying King Wil-
liam and he, look-
ing up saluted
her.”

USICAL con-

ditions when
his father first
came to Breslau in
1858 were miser-
able enouwgh but
shortly thereaiter
the Breslau Or-
chester Verein was
organized and “a
regular symphonic
orchestra was es-
tablished with a
serics of subscrip-
tion concerts.

“All the great
artists of the day
came to Breslau to
take part in these
concerts, and gen-
erally they stayed
at our house, al-
though our quar-
ters were very sim-
ple — Liszt, Wag-
ner, von Bulow .
Clara Schumann,
Tausig, Joachim,
Auer, Haenselt,
Rubinstein. Some
of them I can re-
member  vaguely,
but of course many
stories and anecdotes were current in the family concerning
their visits.”

Many amusing incidents are told of the visits of the great
men of that day and his boyhood e¢xperiences. That the senior,
]:ﬁlr. Leopold Damrosch was a strict disciplinarian he recalls
thus:

“I think [ was somewhat afraid of my father in those days.
He was rather stern and taciturn. Life was hard and the
struggle for existence difficult. He was somewhat severe about
my studies and as those were the days when whipping children
for naughtiness was considered an essential of their education
I received my share of such punishment. In fact, sometinies
T was whipped in school and then I had to take my school
report home to my father and he would perhaps repeat the
dose. But with all that T was very proud of him and used to
enjoy trotting by his side along the promenade on the banks
of the Oder, because so many peorle would take off their hats
to him deferentially as he passed.

www americanradiohistorv com



www.americanradiohistory.com

12

¢ ‘HL also gave us children a good deal

of his time in reading to us books
that would stimulate our mmaginations
and cultivate our instincts for the beau-
tiful—Grimm's and Andersen’s Fairy
Tales and Arabian Nights, and some of
the parables from the New Testament.”

Living conditions in Breslau became
more and more precariotts until one day
a letter came offering the elder Dam-
rosch the leadership of an orchestra in
New York. He accepted the offer and
found America the real land of oppor-
tunity. He furnished a home and sent
for his family and Walter Damrosch
began his carcer as an American citizen
by starting all over again in public
school untill he had mastered the lan-
guage. His first appearance in an or-
chestra at the age of 14 was recorded as
a failure as he had becn directed to sound
the cymbals at a certain place. When
the tune came to perform he was too
frightened to move.

A period of rivalry soon grew up be-
tween Theodore Thomas and Dr. Dam-
rosch for leadership. And it was not
unti] 1879 that success dawned suddenly
on the Damrosch horizon. The author
states:

“Lut all this was changed like a flash
when my father decided to perform The
Damnation of Iaust by DBerlioz, until
then unknown in Amcrica. This con-
cert, whichh was held at Steinway Hall,
in IEast Fourteenth strcet, necessitated
the services of solo singers, the New
York ymphony orchestra, the chorus
of the New York Oratorio society and
the male chorus of the Arion society.

“The work and the performance made
a sensation. All New York buzzed with
it, and durmg that wmter 1879, it was
given five times in succession to crowded
houses, creating an excitement such as
New York never before had seen in the
concert fieid.

“I played in all these performances at
the last stand of the second violins, as
my father considered it of the utmost
valuc to me as a future conductor to be
able to follow the couductor’s beat as
one of the orchestra.”

RADIO DIGEST—Ilusirated

WHT--Coming Strong

W ith Improved Conditions

THERE’S a new spirit of progress in
WHT, Chicago, which faithful Pat Bames
has guided steadfastly and true through the
storms and vicissitudes common to many
broadcasting stations of late. WHT is get-
ting better hours and more to do with. Pat,
at the left, is almost smiling and Al Carney
on the other side has even a broader grin
than usual. In the center are the new WHT
Dunnaway Sisters and Miss Doris Wittich,
staff pianist and program director.

Upon the death of his father, Walter
Damrosch continued with the work well
started. Gifted with boundless energy
and a desire for work, he assumed his
new responsibilities without noticeable
slack.

In 1887 he sailed for Europe to spend
the summer in study with Hans von
Bulow, an old intimate of the elder
Damrosch.

“And on the steamer,” writes Mr.
Damrosch, “I mct Andrew Carnegie and
his young wife, Louise. They were on
their wedding trip and on their way to
Scotland, where Mr. Carnegie had
rented Kilgraston, a lovely old place
near Ierth. He invited me to
come for a v151t to Scotland after my
studies with Von Bulow were over,

“In the late summer I accordingly
sailed in a small steamer from Hamburg
{o Leith and was received with great
fricndliness by Mr. and Mrs. Carnegie
at Kilgraston. Among their guests
were James G. Blaine, his wife, and two
of their daughters. My acquaintance
with this remarkable family soon ripened
very fortunately for me innto c¢lose friend-
ship and resulted Anally in my marriage

______ www americanradiohistorv com

to Margaret, one of the daughters—but I
am progressing too fast.”

From this romance Mr. Damrosch
deviates to tell of his love for Scotch
music and his long walks and talks with
Mr. Carnegie.

During the World War he cagerly
sought some way by which he could
aid the cause of America and the Allies.
He was finally assigned to the Y. M. C.
A. to conduct an orchestra of ﬁfty
pieces in a tour of the army camps in
France.

HEN Walter Damrosch wrote his

autobicgraphy he had not yet be-
come identified with Radio broadcasting,
He had not realized the possibilities that
were to come to him when he said:

“I have climbed a few hills, but only
to see the mountains beyond rising
higher and higher, the path upward often
indiscernible through the mists sur-
rounding the peaks.

“I love the people among whom my
father settled because he firmly believed
that in America his children would find
a greater opportunity for development
than in Europe.

“The musical field in America is cer-
tainly wonderful in its possibilities, and
all my life I have reached out with both
hands and have worked incessantly and
enthusiastically in my calling. In part,
at least, I have tried to repay what I
owe to my compatriots for their confi-
dence and help. But the power of the
individual is comparatively small, and,
while our musicians have already ac-
complished miracles within the short
period that music has played a part in
our civilization, so much remains yet to
be done that I long for at least one
hundred more years of life, partly to
continue my work but still more to sat-
isfy my eager curiosity as to the musical
future of our people”

And now with his great national
sehool for musical appreciation perhaps
Mr. Damrosch will realize more than
he could have at that time imagined
could be accomplished during the next
hundred years with the facilities he then
had at his command.
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Russia’s Good Will Conquest

 AMERICA Shudders at Bolshevism

“ But Slavic Radio Artists Win All Hearts
By Harold P. Brown

S RUSSTA going to conquer us by Radio?

‘Will America go Bolshevik lured by siren voices and intriguing

rhythm of the dance and orchestra?

We can’t deny but we are interested. We gather the family
about the parlor Radio receiver and smife comfortably while we listen
to Leo Ornstein and his piano, or the Russian Cathedral choir, or Maria
Kurenko and her seductive coloratura voice.

They come to us in our homes direct from Russia. We sit entranced
and perhaps wonder a little. Russia—the land of mystery; the country
with a past, and a future that is the enigma of all historians.

We read today that they take the dolls away from little girls because
they want to destroy the spirit that makes little girls want to play with
dolls. What a crazy idea! But we rave over the Russian comedy
Chauve Souris, though we understand not a word of it. And we choose
for our very own their Parade of the Wooden Soldiers.

“But the revolution still goes =
on, and will go on until a prac- ;
tical government has crystalize
into 2 nation,” said Eliah Laveter,
¢x-political prisoner with Leon
Trotsky in a DPetrograd jail,
then a -fugitive, and now the
Chicago printer whose hands set
these lines of type.

Great, stumbling, blundering
Russia with eyes in the sky and
heels in the mud! Wbat con-
trasts! 'What surprises! The
uncertainties hold us breathless
for what is to come next. Who
will write into song the opera of
the ages—the incomparable fugue
of intolerance between the high
and the low? Did ever a master
conceive more romanticand tragic
characters than Lenine who de-
throned the Czar and turned the
nation upside down for a mur-
dered brother; the mystic monk
Rasputin swept to the palace
from the unfathomable murk of
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OXY likes Rus-
sian talent in
his gang and cne
of his twinkling
stars is Maria
Gambarelli, form-
erly premier bal-
lerina with Kos-
loff and Anna
Pavlowa. She’s
on her toes at the
left, Beside her is
Leo Ornstein,
famous Russian
pianist, heard dur-
ing the classical
programs over the
Blue network.

BOVE is the famous
Russian  Cathedral
choir frequently beard
of a Monday evening
over WJIZ and the Blue
net. They are all real
Russians and noted for
their melodious basses.

T
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Alexander Sklarevski, formerly of
Lmperial Conservatory, now of Pea-
body comservatory, and WBAL.
Gregory Besrodny (center), brilliant
student of Leopold Auer.
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peasant ignorance; the Czarina’s mother
love for her delicate son, miraculously
saved from death by the weird monk;
the nobles who conspired to kill the
monk; the generals removed from the
fighting front by this uncouth interloper;
the distracted monarch torn between
dictates of spouse and the more practical
counsel of his advisers, and the ghastly
climax in the basement prison in Eka-
terinburg?

Here is color aplenty for pageantry
and every emotional whim, the verity

b E s

Marie Rosonoff,
whose magic ’celle
also is familiar to
the Sunday night
listeners.

tenors. Nicholas Vasilieff began his
musical career as a boy soloist in a
Petrograd Cathedral, and was brought
to this country to sing in the Russian
Cathedral in East Ninety-seventh street.

HAUVE-SOURIS netted $93,000 in
three weeks in San Francisco, ac-
cording to a recent letter from Balieff
to Ashton Stevens, dramatic critic of the

Chicago Herald and Examiner.
“I wish you could read all of Mr.

Balieff's 2,000 word letter,” writes Mr.
e |

that truth is indeed stranger than fiction.

HO are some of these Radio legions

with their exotic graces and charms?

We have spoken of Maria Kurenko. She is a native of
Tomsk, Siberia. While she was still a wide-eyed and wonder-
ing little girl of 12 she was taken to Moscow to begin the
shaping of her musical carcer. It was very guickly discovered
that she had more than an ordinary voice. And after the early
preliminary training she came under the special care of
Mazetti at the Moscow conservatory.

But art sometimes goes hungry—even in Russia where at
ihat time it was more highly appreciated than now. So the
little lass from Siberia decided she would take a course in law.
She pursued hoth lines of study and graduated from the two
schools at practically the same time,

She placed hier law diploma in the moth balls for the time
leing and made her debut as a professional singer with the
Kharkoff opera company. From there it was but a step to
the Grand Opera House at Moscow, and she was an acknowl-
cdged star of the first rank. Her first operatic appearance in
ihe United States took place in Los Angeles. She has appeared
in concerts through the principal cities. Since her premiere
#s one of the NI3C stars on the national hook-ups she has come
into very wide favor in the United States.

One of the greatest Russian feutures of the current season has
been the Russian Cathedral choir of the Roxy gang. This
organization was developed from the old Russian cathedral in
Itast Nincty-scventh street, New York City, which was known
as one of the hest.

When thie choir dishanded, its conductor, Nicholas Vasilieff,
organized the Cathedral Quartet, and later almost all of the
tenors and Lasses from the old Cathedral choir joined the new
organization,

One of the most notable facts about this organization is the
deepness of the notes of the hass singers. Russians, it has
Leen pointed out, have the decpest bass voices in the world,
and two of the best double hasses are said to he members of
the Cathedral Choir.

The conductor himself was horn in Petrograd of a musical
family., His father and seven brothers, like himself, were all

Paul! Kochanski, world-renowned violinist,
whose Stradivarius is familiar to listeners of
the Atwater Kent hour,

who now sweep all before them T T T T T TR T BT

Stevens, “but much of it is intimate as
only a Russian can be intimate, and
sone of it is sad as only a Russian can
be. And perhaps Hollywood is a para-
dise to Balicff because he has found the
studios so Russianized.”

A part of the Balieff letter is quoted as follows:

“It seems as if America were being bloodlessly conquered by
Russia. Here we are in the coronation hall of the Mihailovsky
Palace, where the Czar, Paul I, was strangled. Historically
Paul was different to the character portrayed by Jannings—
he was small of stature—but how could the great Jannings
be anything small?

We made our way through this coronation hall as if in a
dream. Couples in the costumes of the period of Paul I
were dancing a slow, mineing step. Through the small win-
dows of the palace we could catch a glimpse of St. Petersburg
of old, the St. Petersburg before the revolution. Walking from
set to set in the studio where “The Patriot” is being filmed, we
were given an unforgettable pictorial lesson of what we ha!
been taught in childhood. Though the stage version of “The
Patriot” did not meet with success, T am sure that the screen
version, as directed by Lubitsch, will be one of the outstanding
pictures of the year.”

Balicff went to United Artist studios to inspect the making
of “Tempest,” a play of the Russian Bolshevik revolution.
There he saw with ironic eyes—

“The almost unbelievably handsome Barrymore taking the
part of a bolshevik involved in the horrors of 1917. . . . In
a set suppoced to represent the Cheka stand a group of horri-
hle-looking bolsheviks. Irony of fate! These bolsheviks for
the most part are played by Russian people who ran away
from Soviet rule and cannot return to their own country. Now.
for $7.50 a day, they stand before the camiera and repeat over
and over again the horrors from which they fled.”

ADIQO audiences are familiar with some of the noted artists

who have suffered even as Balieff has said. Consider Rosa
Raisa, prima donna of the Chicago Civic opera and Alex-
ander Sklarcvski, formerly of the Imperial Conservatory at
Petrograd, now of the Peabody Conservatory of Music, Balti-
more, and frequent guest artist of WBAL,

|
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During the great cataclasm of the first revolutionary on-
slaught Sklarevski became separated from his wife and chil-
dren. He was a professor in the Sarator conservatory at the
tinie. One day he found himself groping about in almost
hopeless confusion. There was not a trace of his family to
be found. For six years he followed one fruitless clue after
another until at last he located them in Greece destitute and
starving. They were happily reunited and came to America,
where Sklarevski quickly gained recognition through a con-
cert tour and eventually affiliated himself with the Baltimore
conservatory.

Through the Thursday night broadcasts of the Chicago Civic
opera thousands of Radio audiences became better acquainted
with the rare voice of Rosa Raisa. She had been heard on
occasion as the special guest artist of WGN, the Chicago
Tribune. The opera revealed her real perfection as the prima
donna. The Trib-
une, in telling of
her courageous
career and persist-
ence, says: .

“Rosa Raisa
brings to the Radio
audience one of the
superbly artistic
bits of salvage
saved from the
Russian maelstrom
—a glorious, dra-
matic soprano
voice. Born of
wealthy Jewish
parents in Baily-
stock, Poland, in
1893, Rosa Raisa
passed through the
tortures of Jewish
persecution as her
father’s fortune be-
came depleted, and
firally escaped,
after bitter hard-
ships, to Naples,
where she arrived
as a young girl
with nothing but a »
loaf of stale bread, .
a bundle of ragged
clothing—and a
voice,

“Today she is
one of the foremost
sopranos of the
concert 'and opera
stage and occupies
a distinctive posi-
tion in the field of
modern iugenue
singers because of
her type—that of a
soprano of the old
“grand style,” like
Nordica and Patti.

But two decades of
work and struggle
lie behind her.

“In Naples she
abandoned the
study of dentistry,
which she had
started with a
cousin in Poland as
her father’s for-
tune waned, and
fought her way to
recognition as a
singer
Madame Marchisio.
After singing in
Milan, Rome, and
other Italian cities, she appeared at Covent Garden, London.
and was instantly successful. Her voice attracted the atten-
tion of the great Campanini and it was he who first brought
her to the United States.”

SO we find them in the theater, on the screen and on the
concert stage. They are the special entertainers in the
cafes and the night clubs. They haunt the greatest of the
Radio broadcast studjos. Here is a typical announcement sent
to the press of the country from one of the New York studios,
w’t‘uch has featured many Muscovite artists:

‘Leo Ornstein, Russian pianist, will be the guest artist in
the Ampico Hour of Music which will he broadcast through
stations associated with the NBC Blue Network on Thursday

under WHEN the sands of the desert grow cold Joseph Negeim looks at his wrist watch and and
figures it is just about time for him to be at the KMBC studio in Kansas City for some
of his native folk songs. He should kmow a desert song or two—he’s been there.

evening, February 2, at 8:30 o’clock, Eastern Standard Time
(7:30 o’clock, Central Standard Time).

“Ornstein was born in 1896 near Odessa, Russia. At an
early age he gave evidence of unusual musical gifts, Talent
in composition went hand-in-hand with his pianistic ability,
and he soon made a name for himself in Russia, France,
England and Nerway.

“He gained his first fame as an exponent of the excessively
modern in music. His compositions defined every convention,
and he made free use of dissonance to obtain his effects.
Today he is acclaimed by many critics as a virtuoso of deli-
cate celor sense and mastery of tonal character.

“Leschetizky’s ‘Barcarola’ is the selection which Ornstein
will play in this Ampico Hour of Music. This composition,
a boat song, is of sombre character and suggests the famous
‘Song of the Volga Boatmen’ in the straunge chant-like song
which is accompa-
nied by the rippling
water,

Frederick R, Hu-
ber, director of the
Baltimore station,
WBAL, announced
a special program
of the famous coin-
poser, Tschaikow-
ski iu the following
words:

“The tense, emo-
tional music ef the
Russian people will
be heard over
WBAL when the
WBAL Concert
Orchestra will pre-
sent a program
composed of the
compositions of
Peter 1. Tschai-
kowski, one of the
most celebrated of
tbe Russian com-
posers. Radio au-
diences need but
little introduction
to Tschaikowski,
his compositions
frequently being
heard over the air.
but lovers of music
of this type will de-
light in the au-
nouncement that an
entire program,
rather than mere
snatches of this
popular musical
writer’s works, will
be presented.

“Tschaikowski's
career is one of the
most interesting of
all the great com-
posers. Not dis-
playing any marked
degree of musical
talent up until he
was in his twen-
ties, Tschaikowski
studied law and
held a judicial po-
sition for several
vears. However,
his great love for
music began to dei-
initely assert itself
a few wyears
afterward he left
the courts for the
’ conservatory. soon
becoming kuown as one of Russia’s foremost composers.

“The following program of Tschaikowski’s works will go
on the air from 7 to 8 o'clock. Eastern Standard Time:

1812 Overture Solenelle
Meditation
The Enchanted Lake (Ballet Suite)
One Who Yearned Alone
Allegre Grazia from the “Pathetique” Symiphony
Selection from the cpera “Eugene Ouegin”
Nuteracker Suite:
(a) Danse Russe Trepak
(b) Dansc de la Fee Dragee
(¢) March
(d) Dance Arabe

www americanradiohistorv com
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TP HUS we have a bit of the cross section showing how the

better side of the Russian national is reaching out and gain-
ing the good will of America. The forces in power there were
quick to recognize the ingratiating influence of Radio broad-
casting. The soviets now control more broadcasting stations
than any other country in the world outside of America. They
have among their super-power stations forty-five varying from
20,000 to 40,060 watts and wave lengths from 150 to 1,117
meters, Most of the stations are owned by the government,
labor unions or local soviets.

Today Trotsky, the genius who wanted to rule or ruin the
whole world, is banished from the scene of activities, and
there seems a tendency to swing the government into estab-
lished and proven lines. But tomorrow Trotsky may return,
and then what? OQur printer friend declares the revolution i
still in progress. e has been through the thick of it himself,
and to him Russia is a colossal tragedy, full of uncertainties.
The spectacle still is in progress.

Thunders of war roll into the distance for the rest of the
world but blood-blanched Russia shivers in terror through
revolution and counter-revolution. The comic wobblies of
America have become slaughtering monsters over there. Mass
executions and nameless horrors come out of the night. Red
hatred grips the slipping flag of state and rushes forward to
sct the world aflame again.

But we, too, have suffered and there is no foothold here.

So Father America gathers with his family about the parlor
Radio. The evening lamp casts a mellow glow ‘round about,
the day's waork is done and there’s a good program on the air,
Fle smiles a little grimly when the announcer mentions Russia
but there is a flicker in his eye.

Be careful, you who would conquer him. He does not
wish to be unnecessarily disturbed. Ile will muse on all the

vivid thoughts that come lcaping forward with mention of
Let him think of Russia thoough the

that name—~Russia.

CHARLEE WATTS has other charms than her soft crooning voice. She's

the pride of Father Neptune and has many aquatic feats te her record.

But KYW fans love her for that Virginia drawl and the velvety softness to
her voice as she sings the songs of the Scuthland.

Y PN S S PN Vo o

AMY GOLDSMITH ijs one of the promising debutantes in the Radio art

circles of New York. She has been heard over the net stations and her

lyric coloratura voice promises her a brilliant future. She is 18 years old,

and sang in the finais of the Atwater Kent national comtest. She has also
appeared in a number of important concerts.

voice of a Chaliapin singing the Volga Boatman, or Marie
Kurenko and her Shadow Song. Let him hear Jascha Heifetz,
Mischa Elman or Rachmaninoff. But beware of those doubtful
doctrines of disarmament whereby vou would strip him to
make an easy prey to mischievous plots. The dial is at his
finger ends and he has plenty of interference troubles of his own.

Come on, You Television Wizards

H you television experts, do your stuff! Not until the
O television apparatus is installed in the average home re.

ceiver will Miss Charlee Watts of KYW get all the credit
that is due her for her ability. She swims and dives like a
mermaid. Just now, however, she is crooning Southern folk
songs—and how she can croon! She ncstles up to mike con-
hdingly and whispers sweet nothings that come out of the
[oud speakers as though delivered to each listener personally.

Discovering the Voice of McQuahae
{Continued from page 6)
study of Mozart, Handel and Haydn and such others as were
considered smart, not forgetting the while all the pretty Irish
airs for which he was famous.

Today the highbrows, waggin' the world by the chin, shout
loud enough for anybody to hear that Allen McQuahae is one
of the few masters of the art of hel canto who sing the old
masters as tliey should be sung and at the same time interpret
with such authority the songs of the modern composers.
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HOSE who know their Radioc A B Cs al;e well acqulainted’

with the lovely voice of L. € T D (Elsie Thiede), the
charming lyric soprano who broadcasts regularly over the
Columbia Broadcasting System.

Like so many other great singers, Miss Thiede began her
musical career as a pianist of unusual ability. A gradunate of
the Philadelphia Conservatory of Music when 15, she was

regarded as a child Prodigy and received a gold medal for
her pianistic accomplishments.

P NTERE e e S s
s R R

ot i ¥

But sweet sixteen saw Elsie

Thiede the pianist fade from

view, and Elsie Thiede the singer come to the fore. A voice
had been discovered and steps were taken to bring out its
full beauty.

At the age of 18 the young soprano began her first concert-
izing, and she has been before the public cver since. Mliss
Thiede has appeared with big orchestras in this country and
(Contimted on page 120)

abroad. Many music lovers will

www americanradiohistorv com
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RVING BERLIN, the dark
dreamy-eyed young gentle-
man in the circle, probably has
created more popular songs
that have gone around the
world than any other American.
He was horn in Russia but has
heen a New Yorker since child-
hood. A review of his life as
revealed by his songs was broad-
cast by the Columbia system.
One of the fair interpreters
of his songs from a Chicago
studio is Miss Melba Caldwell
of WJBT, at the left.

waany americanradiohistory com
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EW Amecrican singers have attaincd the rare distinction that belongs to Anna Case,
described by many as America’s favorite soprano. She represcuts a splendid
example of the American quality of grit and determination.

Anna Case was born in the hamlet of Clinton, N, J. Her father was

the local blacksmith and the family dated back to the earliest settlers

in that section. Shortly after her birth, the fanuly moved to

South Brach, N, J., miles away from a railroad station. It was

here that she attended a modest country school and sang

in the choir of the Reformed (Continued on page 11¢)

www americanradiohistorv com F
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EHOLD the lovely De-

vora Nadworney!

Few artists among women
have done more for Radio
than Miss Nadworney. She
is the premiere of the great
chain artists, and +was the
first person to hroadcast over
a national hook-up—that his-
toric Radio date of January
4, 19023. She has since been
affiliated with the WJZ blue
net of the National Broad-
casting company,

She was born in New York
City of Russian antecedents.
Her singing career began as
a church soloist. She won
first prize in a national con-
test conducted by the Na-
tional Federation of Musi-
cians’ ciubs and gained her
first wide recognition. Later
she was a member of the Chi-
cago Civic opera, guest arttist
of the Washington opera and
member of the San Carlos
grand opera company.

RADIO DIGE S T-—Illustrated
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igh Power Reserves At WJZ

(QALAMITIES MAY HIT Featured Artists
But---Sylvania Foresters Are Prepared to Fill All Gaps

F, perchance, some bleak and blizzardy night all the busses

and taxicabs should suddenly stop running on Fifth ave-

nue, and a combination of circumstances make it impos-

sible for the featured artists of the great Blue Network
of the NBC to arrive at the studio for their evening stunt at
entertaining, there would scarcely be much consternation
around headquarters. This absurd notion popped into our
mind while we were an interested spectator of the multitudi-
nous activities of the
chains in the elabo- Py
rate new building on o ]
the Avenue at Fifty-
fifth street. Could
such a contingency
arise we felt the out-
come would be some-
thing like the follow-

ing:

Instead of gather-
ing around the mi-
crophone and sing-
ing “There’ll Be No
Show To-Nite,” we
could fancy Mr. Keith
McLeod picking out
a mnice cozy studio,
dusting off the vibra-
phone and piano, and
calling to Mr. Lud-
fow- to bring his fa-
mous fiddle. Then
after Mr. Cross and
Mr. Sherris had run
a few scales to lim-
ber up their voices,
they would be all set
and ready to go with
almost any type of
entertainment that
had been scheduled
for that evening. For
while we have come
to expect musical
versatility from manyv
of our announcers
and studio directors.
the talent and ability
represented in the
staff of WJZ, the key
station of the Blue
Network, has long
been a matter of com-
ment. Nothing has
ever been allowed to
go to waste around
this studio, and
everyotie connected
with the organization
has always seemed
ready and willing to
take his place at the
microphone.

As far back as we
can remember WJZ,
the Sunday night re-
citals of Godfrey
Ludlow, violinist,
with Keith McLeod
at the piano, stand
out as highly enjoy-
able events, and our only fear has been that with the advance-
ment that comes with the years—you know, Mr. McLeod is
now musical superyisor of the whole NBC, and Mr. Ludlow a
featl_:red concert artist—they might have less time for broad-
casting. And one observing the musical supervisor at th=
manifold duties he has accumulated since the expansion of the
great chains might reasonably wonder that he has the energy
or ambition to turn himself into a broadcast artist on occasion,
when so much of his time is given to directing others. When
pondering upon the apparently inexhaustible powers of some
of these more prominent people around our great studios, one

gt

YLVANIA Foresters. Top left—Milton J. Crass, Marley Sherris and Walter
Preston. Lower—Keith McLeod, Maurice Tyler and Godfrey Ludlow.

recalls the famous character in one of Hutchinson’s novels,
who was forever declaiming, I'm a gardener, I am, not a
bloomin’ coachman”—or plumber, or whatever capacity he had
been asked to fill, and thinks what a total loss one with his
attitude of mind would be around a Radio station.

Likewise there is Milton J. Cross, whose pleasing tenor has
become as familiar to listeners as the deep rounding tones of
his announcing voice. He is always being sent hither and yon
for special broad-
casts—he 1s the sen-
for announcer of the
Blue Network, you
know —and is con-
stantly in demand
for work where
sound musical train-
ing is an essential in
presenting  an im-
portant program.
And Marley Sherris,
who runs a close sec-
ond to Mr, Cross in
studio duties, has a
resounding bass bari-
tone to which one
could listen through-
out an entire eve-
ning’s recital without
the slightest effort
Ofttimes. while
watching these men
painstakingly pre-
senting some com-
mercial hour, which
neither through its
novelty nor inusical
value seemed likely
to burn up the wires
over which it was
going, we've been
moved to ask them
why on earth they
didn’t build up an
act of their own and
sell it to some adver-
tiser, and then the
kind Fate which
sometimes restraing
our foolish impulses
has stepped in and
told us to mind our
own business.
Whether some tel-
epathic current got
over, or Mr. McLeod
just naturally de-
cided his home talcat
& was as good as any-
thing registered with
the Artists’ Bureau.
that is exactly what
: happencd last fall,
. and the delightful
commercial half-hour
' of the Sylvania For-
s, . o esters took the air.

E have made the

surprising dis-
covery this winter
that in spite of all that has been printed about commercial
broadcasting and the importance of its features, abont nine-
tenths of the Radio audience hasn’t the slightest conception of
how it gets its carefully prepared programs, or what an outlay
of thought, energy and money these publicity stunts represent.
Success of the expenditure depends on the attention gained.
You will find the average listener assumes that when a manu-
facturerr of Radio sets or atitomobiles or baking powder waiits
a little publicity for his product, he collects a few musiciaus out
of work, herds them before a microphone and tells them to
entertain. Heaven help our Radio programs if this were the pro-

www americanradiohistorv com
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cedure. We usually start out to set the
erring one right by quoting a few hgures
on the cost of the various hook-ups.
Most people are impressed by money.
And in case you haven't the current rates
of the NBC pasted in your hat you may
be interested in knowing just what the
advertizer is paying for the privilege of
entertaining you.

If he wishes to use the nine stations
constituting the main artery of the Blue
Network, the charge for broadcasting
his program is $2,800.00 per hour. The
ifteen stations of the Red Network are
sold for the trifling sum of $3,770.00 per
hour, Supplementary stations, the Mid-
MWest, South and [acilic groups are all
additional, We don't happen to have
the rate sheet of the new Columbia
Chain on hand, but we know they are
not giving anything away cither. Now,
it iz rather obvicus that when it is cost-
ing a man & sum like this to hire a hall,
he 1:2n’t likely to have his program put
on by the I'remen’s Band or the High
School Quartette. He wants artists of
ability to whom the Radio public will
listen, and besides, the NI2C has some-
thing to say about what it will use.

All commercial features, or acts, as
we night as well call them, are origi-
nated, directed, cast and rchearsed by
the capable Leads of the program de-
partmonts of the National Broadcasting
Company.  Often a clever play on the
name of the product to be advertised,

sucl a5 the bylvania oresters, spon-
sorcd by the Sylvania Products com-
pany, gives the feature its name; some-
titnes a coimnplete scenario is composed,

and when the act has been shaped and
rehearsed it is presented to the sponsor
for his approval.  After that all hie has
1o do is to pay the artists’ salaries.

RADIO DIGES T Illustrated

From the reported sums received
by a number of musical comedy and
vaudeville stars for their appear-
ance before the microphone this
winter, they seem to be laboring
under the delusion that they are ap-
pearing in the movies, and you will
find by a canvass of listeners, that,
aside from the appeal of a famous
name, with a very few exceptions—
we would nominate Will Rogers,
Marie Cahill and Joe Cook—the
Radio audience gets more enjoy-
ment out of the microphone-trained
entertainers on the regular staffs of
the big studios.

A morning spent in the producing
department of the NBC is a most
illuminating experience. One meets
program directors, assistant pro-
gram directors, musical supervisors,
and the like in bewildering array,
sees doors labeled Artists’ Bureau,

tions and arrangements, an opera
troupe is rehearsing in this studio,
an orchestral unit is being moni-
tored in another,

S50 much for the commercial fea-
ture in_general. Now for the Syl-
vania Foresters—one of the newest,
and by reason of the Radioc au-
dience’s familiarity with its person-
nel, one of the most popular. This
combination was worked out,
arranged and cast by Keith McLeod
personally. It consists of a male
quartette, with wviolin and vibra-
phone soloists. Mr. McLeod plays
the vibraphone himself. Godirey
Ludlow, with his famous De Rouge-
mont Stradivarius, is the violinist,

ERE are the thumbnail prints of the roguish

looking gentry in the above threesome: Nor-

hears talk of auditions, orchestra-.

man Sweetser (peekin’ round), five feet "leven;
170 pounds, light blue eyes; blonde. Curt Peterson
(front center), 6 feet, 160 pounds; complexion,
light; hobby, golf. Yes'm, he is. Two, both girls.
Marley R. Sherris 5 ft. 8; 165 lbs; brown hair,
fair skin, no appetite. Couldn’t say, ma'am.

waany americanradiohistorv. com

and the quartette is composed of
Milton J. Cross, first tenor; Marley
Sherris, bass; Walter Preston, bari-
tone, and Maurice Tyler, second
tenor.

ON THIS page are three young
men better known by their
voices than by their faces. They
are three of the “stand-bys” of the
National Broadcasting company
and sometimes have a voice in the
Foresters’ programs.

At the upper left is Norman
Sweetser, who studied architecture
at the niversity of Pennsylvania to
become a broadcaster by the route
of singing and acting. During the
war he was a first lieutenant,

. S. A, and in the air service.
After the war he appeared in the
original Blossom Time company,
Ginger, Beggar on Horseback,
Annie Dear, Louie the Fourteenth,
and Mayflower. He is with WJZ.

E—— e ——
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Curt Peterson is the gentleman
in lower center. He was born in
Albert Lea, Minn, February 12,
1898. He graduated from Univer-
sity of Oregon with a B. S. and
from the army after the World
War with rank of lieutenant of in-
fantry. He taught voice in an acad-
emy. He is married, has two chil-
dren—Stephanie, six, and Janeth,
three. Both children are singers in
the NBC children’s hour. Madge
Tucker says both tots sing baritone
like their father.

As for the dignified looking Mar-
ley R. Sherris—he with the nifty
bow tie and the cheaters—his fea-
tures are perhaps better known, as
he has traveled throughout the
United States and Canada as con-
cert singer of the baritone persua-
sion. He was born in Toronto,
sang in the choirs, studied in Lon-
don and settled in New York.


www.americanradiohistory.com

—r

Chief Summons Dogs

RADIO DIGES T—!lustrated

@HEE WEE, Canine Comedian,

Euntertatns, but Q-tail “‘hogs the air”

ORE animals on the air!

Children everywhere have

come to regard the Radio chil-

dren’s hour as one of the

prime necessities of life. They do not

need to “see to believe” if only they
can hear,

So when a lion roars over the loud
speaker they clearly envision Mr. Lion
with spreading jaws, gleaming teeth and
terrifying eyes. But lions are almost
too temperamental even for a broadcast-
ing studio, although they have been
broadcast from some of the big movie
studios in California.

Of course the Radio “Uncles” and
“Big Brothers” and “Aunties” and “Big
Sisters” never try such tricks as imitat-
ing cats and dogs—oh no, never—why
should they when dogs and cats are so
jolly and friendly to everybody?

Take Chief, the big police dog at
Atlantic City, who delights entertaining
Radio audiences over WPG. Inciden-
tally he slips in a fraternal “woof” now
and then for canine listeners who may
be sitting about listening in with the
children.

Chief has chosen for his mistress Miss
Jeanette Mille. And Miss Jeanette has
for her father Mr. Robert C. Miller.
Mr. Miller 1s better known to the people
of Atlantic City as “Chief” because he
formerly was chief of police there. Nat-
urally Chief, the dog, feels he is entitled
to some special dignity and respect.

Se it becomes his duty at certain times
of the year to take the microphone and
cail together all the dogs of the nation
for solemn convention at Atlantic City
for the annual Dog Show. That the
summons reaches far across the conti-
nent is indicated by the enthusiastic yips
from thousands of shaggy throats, even
so far as Los Angeles, California,

If you don’t believe that behold this
picture of Chee Wee, four-year-old pet
of Mrs. Jacob Greenberg, who not only
is at all times a delighted listener but
often puts on his own recitals, He is a
comedian,

Needless to say that cats are not so
keen about the bow-wow hours over the
Radio., Sometimes they. indicate their
distaste for such programs by rufiing
up their tails and spines and spitting dis-
dainfully, But that’s all in a dog’s life,
and cats are reminded that they can have
their own shows by themselves.

We hear a great deal about “hogging

the air,” and the children often wonder .

just wtlyere the “little pig that went to
market” has his share—and what if he

Chief and Mistress at

WPG mike and Chee Wee

putting over a dog lavgh
at KFI

does “hog the air”’ and aren't hogs
entitled to some rights anyway?

Well, here’s Q-Tail, a college bred
piggie at the Oklahoma A. and M. taking
a few minutes off at the lunch hour to
broadcast his philosophy over a KVOO
remote control microphone. Realizing
the greedy dispositions of his brothers
and sisters and the indifferent attitude
of his mother, one must give great
credit for the self-sacrifice of this sturdy
little porker in taking such a time to
“hog the air” for a Radio audience,

Several listeners. not familiar with
barnyard chatter, did not get the drift
of @-Tail’s vernacular and made unprint-
able exclamations as they started lifting
out tubes and making readjustments of

Q-Tail ‘hog-
ging the air”
over KVO0OO,
Oklahoma
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rheostats and controls to get rid of
extraneous “noises,” as they called it.
In the picture (J-Tail’s caudal appendage
drapes gracefully to meet the angle of
his knees, but when he get's worked up
to real oratory the string (that in reality
i5 a tail) becomes highly animated and
twists into almost unbelievable contor-
tions. This amazing fact is unfortu-
nately lost to appreciative Radio audi-
ences and the boys and girls who are
listening to him.

Even snakes have a chance at the
microphone., Many people maintain that
a hissing snake is only a myth—that
snakes neyer hiss. In fact they maintain
that the snake is totally dumb, aud all
that smart talk about being as “wise as
the serpent” is just snake talk. How-
ever, the curator of the New York zoo
recently set a microphone in front of a
diainond baclk rattler’s nest and the rat-
tler shook his “buttons” to show that at
least some snakes are not dumnb.

Once at KFWE in Hollrwood a fero-
cious widcat c¢ame snooping around
where he was not supposed to be and
found a microphonc. .\ wildeat has a
most peculiar voice, very highly pitched,
and bhe might be casily mistaken for a
simple little house cat. Weli, sir, he
found this microphone and began to air
his feelings in a2 most aggravating way.

“T wonder if it is a rat or a Mmouse or
a cathird?” said a little boy listening by
his set a few blocks away. 1le put on
his cap and went to investigate. Well,
when he saw the wildcat, and the wild-
cat saw himm—Dbut that’s another story.

QOnly this is a good tip to the directors
of Radio studios. More animals on the
air! Let them tell their own stories and
make real parrots do the announcing.
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“Radio Clubs Save Young Lives

C%ARKED DECREASE Is Shown in Accidental ;Déatlzs
Where Children Organize Societies for Safety First

RIGHTFUL as the casualties to
children from automobile acci-
dents truthfully are in the
course of a year there is not the

slightest doubt but they would be
even more terrible to a considerable
degree except for the kindly influence
of children entertainers over the Radio.

Practically every large broadcasting
station has on its program a children’s
hour. It falls to the Uncles and Aunts
and Big Brothers who conduct these
periods to impress upon the small lis-
teners the real dangers that crouch in
the shadows beyond the curb stone to
destroy boys and girls not on watch.

It would be impossible to describe

the work of A1l the good people who are engaged in this work.
V'wa zood examples will suffice. Probably the original prophet
of “The curb is the limit” slogan is Uncle Bob of KYW,
Chicago.

The director of XYW was asked for a story about Uncle
Job, Herce it is:

ASTORV concerning “Safety” can hardly be better intro-
duced than to start with Uncle Boh (Walter Wilson) of
RKYW. Nearly six years ago, KYW, then the only station in
Chicago and the pioncer of the West introduced a bedtime
story featlure for children, and of course “Uncle Bob” had to
be the jolly good fellow who would be Uncle to millions of
youngsicrs. The stories were told—thousands of kiddies imag-
med thomselves before the log-fire while Unele Bob told
them of Tnedians, bears, wolves, prairie schooners, hunting trips
and of how the different kinds of fish were caught. A year

CORES and possibly hundreds of children

are alive tcday because of friendly warn-

ings by Ready Eddie and Handy Andy

{akove) of KMOX, and Uncle Bob (left)
of KYW,

or so of that, and Uncle Bob achieved the
idea of promoting a safety slogan for the
thousands of youngsters who very faith-
fully heeded his many admonishings.
Don't play in the street, Uncle Bob told
them. “Watch out for automobiles, won’t
you?” All of that suddenly brought the
million-dellar idea to Uncle Bob—“I'm
going to start a Radio club and call it
“THE CURB IS THE LIMIT CLUB”
and any child can join who takes the
pledge not to play in the street, count up
to ten and look both ways before crossing
a street, and to always befriend others.

No sooner said than done, Uncle Bob
and KYW became the media of forming
what has become one of the greatest in-
stitutions of its kind. A few weeks ago
the 300,000th member joined the club,
which means that actually that vast num-
her of children have taken the pledge and
become members of the club. Each has
received a membership card too.

That this most wonderful work has taken firm root is
evidenced by the fact that not only parents have been heartily
thankful to Uncle Bob, saying, their children heed Uncle Bob
more than the folks; but The Curb Is the Limit Club, has
become a slogan of business institutions, Iiwanis Clubs
throughout the country, various organizations, schools, and
the matter has been Lrought to the attention of gubernatorial
hodies in Washington D. C. as well as various states. Then
too, it is noted that in several instances other Radio stations
have picked up the idea and are carrying on a similar good
cause along the same lines born of Uncle Bob’s big humani-
tarian work. Perhaps Uncle Bob is indirectly responsible for
the many lives they too have saved.

Too much cannot be said of the great value The Curb Is
The Limit Club has done toward reminding youngsters about
the many dangers beset for them and perhaps no other Radio
entertainer in the world has so large a steady audience as
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Uncle Bob who has received 9,000 letters in one day’s mail.

Ruel McDaniel sends a very interesting article of how a
safety club was organized at KMOX in St. Louis. The writer
apparently was unfamiliar with the work of Uncle Bob, Uncle
Wip, Big Brother Bob Emery, Uncle Joe Fassen and many of
the others but the enthusiasm of the.story shall not be damp-
ened because of that. >

THE SAFETY CLUB OF KMOX
By Ruel McDaniel

IN the fall of 1926 the directors of the Safety Council in St.
Louis tried a unique experiment in life-saving., For several
years that organization had been diligently working along
industrial lincs of safety. It had cut down by more than 100
per cent the deaths
by accident in fac-
tories and among
adults in general.
One thing, how-
ever, was disturb-
ing. The accidental
death rate was in-
creasing with a tor-
menting consisten-
cy. Something
must be done to
curb these needless
deaths and the
maiming of help-
less boys and girls.
Someone suggested
Radio- broadcasting
as a means of
teaching safety to
the city's children
and their parents. |
One evening Gir- |
ard C. Varnum,
secretary - manager
of the focal Safety
Council, secured

a few minutes on
child safety over
station “KMOX.”
Varnum was at
something of a loss
as to what to do or
say when he
reached the studio.
He considered sev-
eral lines of reason-
ing. The formation
of some sort of
Radio safety club
among the children
persisted in his
mind.

In his short talk
that first evening,
he mentioned such
a club. The first
mail delivery the
next morning ab-

ruptly brou g ht 11 OH mother, let us sit up just a little longer,” pleads little Vonny and wee Marie Taylor

when the sandman hour draws to a close at KMBC, Kansas City. “Let us hear Billy

and His Uke, and then we will go to bed.” From Billy’s smile in the picture he has heard
Vonny’s and Marie’s plea.

back to Varnum
what he had said
the evening before,
because it loaded
his desk with lctters and cards and memorandums. Some
were from mothers, others from fathers, and a lot from chil-
dren. Each mail delivery that day brought other cards and
letters.

Out of that mass of mail and the vague conception of some
sort of safety club grew the plans that created what is without
a doubt the most unique safety club in the world, and provided
a means of Radio broadcasting performing one of the noblest
tasks that an industry or a medium can be called upon to
perform.

SOON thereafter there came upon the ethereal scene three
»J odd characters whose voices and names have become famil-
iar not only in nearly every city in the United States but in
some of the far-corners of the earth. Safety Sam and the
Safety Twins, Handy Andy and Ready Eddie, began appearing
daily at six o'clock in the evening to talk over “KMOX" ahout
safety. For five evenings every week since that time this
cheerful trio has talked over this broadcasting station to chil-
dren and their parents all over the world about how to prevent
accidents and deaths to children.

Without finances or any conception of where the thing would

lead, the trio, under the direction of the St. Louis Safety Coun-
cil (the trio was in reality Mr. Varnum and two associates
in the local council, William F. Yorger and H. J. Brammier)
announced over the Radio that they had organized the Carefu?
Children’s Club and invited members.

They made it clear that any child under 14 years of age
could join; that it cost nothing and the only thing necessary to
become a member was to write a card to Safety Town, the
designation given the home of the mythical club, signifying
that the writer wanted to join. The applicant then would re-
ceive a card which bore the pledge of the club, a button for
the member to wear, and a copy of the Safety Song. Safety
Sam, Handy Andy or Ready Eddie—whoever happened to
make the talk—would always explain that a boy or girl who
asked to be made a member obligated himself or herself to
read the pledge and
Iive by it. That
was all there was
to joining.

The Safety Coun-
cil had a few hun-
dred of the cards
and buttons printed
and began mailing
them out as the
cards came in. It
was totally unpre-
pared for the 10,-
000 requests for
membership that
poured in the first
week! Today the
mythical club has
nearly 500,000 mem-
bers, all bo ys anil
girls under 14 years
old. Safety Sam
says that they could
get 1,500,000 mem-
bers in three
months if the coun-
cil had the money
to pay for printing
the cards and but-
tons and mailing
them out.

HE Careful

Children’s Club
has a member in
South Africa who
listens in to follow
the instructions of
Safety Sam and the
Safety Twins every
time it is possible
for him to get the
distant “KMOX"”
on his receiving set.
There are several
active members in
Mexico; a score in
Cuba; several in
Alaska; some In
England. and a
dozen in Hawaii
Obviously the
greater part of the
membership is in
St. Lows and other
cities and towns within a reasonable radius of St. Louis.

In St. Lous is little Francis Fucmmler, 12 years old and an
invalid. He has not walked in several years. He heard about
the club through a friend. He applied for membership.
Although he did not have a Radio receiving set, the club gave
the little fellow something to live for and he became its most
enthusiastic member. He sent in hundreds of names of other
children whom he had influenced to join.

Eventually his work for the club became known to a local
business marn, who presented the child with a five-tube Radio
set. Being then able to listeri in on Safety Sam and his twins,
Francis became a booster in earnest. About that time the
sponsors of the club decided to put on a membership drive,
liaving secured a reasonable supply of cards and buttons. It
offered a prize to the member svho would send in or bring in
the most applications for membership. Invalid Francis Fuem-
mler sent in 20,000!

That 'is how much interest boys and girls are taking in
Safety Sam and his Carcful Children’s Club.

And has the club accomplished its objective?

Well, in 1026 during the mounths of August, September,

{Continued on page 120)
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Everybody Mike’s Friend Now

@arz's, New York, Wichita; Mountain or Plain
Voice of Radio Is Always Present

RUTH ELDER could not fly away from Mike, even in Paris. She is
seen here hruadca.shng greet\ngs to all France. Later she was h.
on the air from various American stations.

AS ever there a time in history

when an instrument of any kind

achieved such conspicuous and

instantaneous attention as has
the microphone?

It took the small hand camera, the
kodak and finally the moving picture
camera years to find a place of famil-
farity in the public eye. The telephone
instroment set a fast pace once 1t got
started but it did not compare with the
microphone.

Nothing of consequence happens any
mere unless one to a dozen microphones
are on hand to make a report of the pro-
ceedings for countless thousands beyond
the scene of action. We know this but
we scarcely pausc to consider how vast
and significant a fact it is.

What a gift to all America was the
liroadcast of Colonel Lindbergh's re-
turn! Even in the most remote com-
munities groups gathered around the
toud speaker to hear all the breathless
details caught in the moment of action
and heard instantly in every corner of
he land.

And on the other side of the ocean
lie had made his bow to all the Furopean

ontinent  through a microphone in
I'aris. Ruth JFider, whose beauty and
criininity made her a nine day wonder
to the people of the French republic,

also had her turn at the microphone in
[ ari

In Fagland it was the sane. TTow-
ver, the British Droadeasting company
tlaes not coem ta be as freely ageressive

in picking np all matters of interest to
the general -ul)lu It holds to the
traditional l’.ritlxh stolidity.

ISTINGUISHED Awmericans, going
abroad, are miroduced to the people
throupgli the wicrophone.  In Amcerica
{ the visitor finds it inconvenient to go
o the wicrophone the microphone goes

to him. The banquet table is spread in
the golden banquet hall, The elite of the
world gather about. And among those
present at the speaker’s place is our little
friend whom we have familiarly begun
to call “Mike.” What would a speech
be worth to the hundred or so gathered
in the ordinary banquet hall? A lot of
effort wasted, most speakers would main-
tain. So Mike takes his place at the
table with perhaps half a dozen members
of his family. The feast of reason that
follows the demi-tasse is shared by the
hoi polloi et al.

There 1s no place too holy ‘to give
Mike a welcome. He sits in the White
House, the Senate, the governor’s man-
sion, the bishop’s chamber or the pul-
pit of the Rev. Mr. Averagechurch, He
may even go to the street corner or
squat in a belfry to hear the chimes. He
goes into the heart of a mountain to re-
port a tunnel blast. Iie goes up in an

HUNDREDS of thousands who had
stopped going to church long ago
now tune in for religious services
every Sunday. They find a solace
for the troubled spirit in words from
devout and inspired leaders.
they have to go to the great metro-
politan centers for Radioc church
service. The photo shows Rev. Dr.
W. H, Rogers preaching over KFH,

Wichita, Kan.

@
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Nor do

airplane or to the frigid Arctic. He
goes to the sick room and proclalms
the heart beat of a human being to a
specialist a thousand miles away.
Where was Mike a decade ago? The
chances are you, Mr. Reader, had never
heard of him. When Colonel Lindbergh
swooped around the thinly inhabited
countries of the Carribean the reports
show that people came down out of the
mountains and places where it had been
thought he was an unknown person.
But somehow the people knew about
him. Even in the half wild villages some
of the people had Radio receivers and
the fame of Colonel Lindbergh was
shown to have penetrated jungles and
highlands through the voices of the air.

NOW comes the great presidential
campaign with floods of oratory
from the big convention halls. Of
course, carefully detailed preparations
have been made to see that Mike is
posted at the most nhmportant points.
The last convention was the first one he
ever attended and it was one of the
greatest boosts he had had up to that
time.

Radio stores and shops and all the
neighbors who had Radic receivers en-
tertained crowds day and night listen-
ing to the proceedings of the conven-
tion. This time the broadcasting will"
take place under more favorable condi-
tions as the result of four years of ex-
perience. Fervid speakers will not be
permitted to wander away from earshot
in the heat of their inspired flights. Neat
little pens will be arranged to keep them
in appropriate proximity to Mr, Micro-
phone.

Almost everyone owns a Radio re-
ceiver these days and, although there will
be crowds at the public places, many
thousands of listeners will follow the
broadcasts for the first time,

The Radio listeners will know who's
nominated and how as soon as the dele-
gates themselves, which is a great boon
to the voter.

Each new season marks a wvast ex-
pansion of the realm of the microphone.
The short wave transmitter promises a
great stride for the near future. It is
possible even now for voices to be heard
more than half way around the globe.

AMike is truly ubiquitous. He is every-
where. What will the next decade show?
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‘Radio Unites

Rival Resor;s

(Ylearwater and St. Petersburg Stand Together in
Proclaiming Advantages of Gulf Coast

Leader.

“Y OU tell ’em,”
sald Walter
Tison, directing
Mayor Baskin to

a chair,

LMOST the next best thing to going down to Florida
during the cold snaps in the North is to listen to the
Florida open air concerts over the Radio.

After WJAX, at Jacksonville, probably the strongest
station heard from the Land of Flowers is the one at Clear-
water on the Gulf Coast and about half way down to the Keyes.
Dividing time with WFLA at Clearwater comes the newer
station, WSUN at St. Petersburg, out on the tip of the penin-
sula of Tampa bay. They both use the WFLA transmitter and
thereby dissipate a fictitious rivalry for the winter tourist busi-
ness. United they stand and together they broadcast for the
superior advantages of the Gulf Coast as against the alleged
mare tempestuous vagaries on the Atlantic side.

St. Petersburg stood aloof during the mad scramble for

favorable wave lengths at the time the federal Radio com-

mission was organized.

“We want a wave,” said the St. Petersburgers, “but we want
it peaceably, When they get all through scratching, biting and
pulling hair we’ll step in like gentlemen and ask for whatever
we are entitled to.”

That was the attitude of Mayor Ham Baskin as he discussed
the matter with W. Walter Tison, director of WFLA at
Clearwater. But when noses were wiped and teeth set straight
again even peace loving WFLA found it had been gouged out
of its 820 kilocycle channel. Mayor Baskin and Mr, Tison
packed their bags and hied post haste to Washington. In short
order they appeared before the commission and delivered the
Voice of the Gulf Coast at close range.

The commissioners scratched their heads, chewed their
pencils and started figuring again.

“Tel you what” was the ultimate conclusion, “how’d it

Zona Gale
Thaden, Staff
Pianist and
WFLA Cheer

director of Scarlet

be if you all take a 590 channel, hold down to 750 watts and divide time?
What do you think of that?”

“Working for both stations it appears we ought to have a little more
power,” said Mr. Tison, “but we want to be perfectly fair. If St. Petersburg
15 agreeable to this arrangement I’ll vouch for Clearwater. How about it?”

Mayor Baskin expressed sentiments of approval. In a little while they
were traveling South again with the long wave tucked away in their
mutual portfolio.

HE thing that pleased the $t. Detersburgers most was that

they had nailed down that “Sun” for their call. They
lroast of more sunshine per diem the year round than any other
city in the United States. St. Petersburg rests its fame on the
slogan “Sunshine City.”

“Guess everything’s jake now,” said Mr. Tison when he had
returned to the station. He called in his assistants and
explained the situation.

“You are to be congratulated, sir,” said
Rocco Grella, director of the Clearwater
Scarlet Guards, whose band concerts are en-
joyed by DX listeners in Chicago and the
Middle West. “Of course I understand it is
way over to the other extreme of the dial, but
there will be less interference for those who
deliberately set their dials to get us. I shall

Rocco Grella,

Guards,

begin preparations for a serics of open air concerts at once. We
will lure the shivering North down here with our music ‘under-
neath the sheltering palms.””

Miss Zona Gale Thaden, accompanist and staff artist, stepped
over to the piano and dashed off a few bars of Dixie.

“We'll make ’em wish they were in Dixie,” she said.

It was Mr. Kerrick who had sponsored the plan of Radio
consolidation with Clearwater. He was elated at the report.
Soon he had a committee arranging details for a gala per-
formance to open the new WSUN for the edification of a
listening world.

Thus Radio brought two rival cities into a strong alliance
and set a worthy example for Minneapolis and St. Paul in the
zone of ice and snow,
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¢ ‘B UFF did Van” is a short way of saying Forresi Buffngton 00-HOO! Chuon over, quick! Sally's found! Yeih, thir!
and Jack Van Cleve, the twin troubadours who sing or Right up in the corner she is—Sally Wisner—and she sings
play any nunther of a dozen instronents o WIBL, Decatur, 111 over WOW, Omaha. Seally's pal is Phyllis Reiff, violinist:

t A o

AURICE WETZEL, wveferan RETTY, huh? Say, you should CHARLOTTE and Mary are the
KYW amnowncer who wandered see the original! Louise Fordham, gentle pair who breathe and sigh
into the wildlWOOD of Furnitureville, balladier at KGO, gets more desperate conteniment over the WLIW micro-
Mich. Now he is back again as chicf love letters than any other artist ever phone.  Mary Tudor is the queenly
amouncer at Westinghouse, KYIV. heard at this popular stakion. ntiss above and Miss Meyers is nearest

fo you.

TPHESL wre Thiee Prodigals of the WLAC “Thrift Station.” SHAM JONES, the onc and only [sham, world famous or-
They are prodigals with their choice brand of Kadio ender- chestra leader who swings a chipper baton for the Riverside
foinment. Nemes—Urank, Clande and Hal (Ial's a gal). Trail Blasers through the Blue net from NBC Chicago studios.
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¢ F ISTEN, Mike, it's my turn wow,” says Miss Mildred MJ;VY a yood yarn comes from WSKC, IVorld's Star Knil-

J Bailey at KPO. “l?ut you know me, Mike,” insists black ting company station at Bay City, Mich. Announcer S, F.

haired Refa Milier. “I give you both the air,” answers Mike. Northeott seems to be spinning one here with the aid of Fred
Gunsell.

O this s Madamotiselle Armand! ARIA KURENKQ is one of ERE is one whose voice newver

Ah, ecs it not zee great pleasicure those Russian Radio artists cap- fails to charm Radio andicnces

to meet so charming la femme! She turing  American listeners with her from coast to coast, and really it is

brings back old times of France wvoice. She’s from Moscow Conserva- quite tie best photo of Mary Lewis we
through the NBC network. tory. cter receiced.

.- -
ONE of the most Markling glints of the scintillating hour of HEY wmay clinch a trifle on dignity, but 1VTIC at Hariford
frolic on the KYW program is The Duo-ukesters, Gay and does have merry monicnts when the ariely Eniertatners
Lou. And here they are just as they look in action. are turned loose in the studio with “mile” wide opein
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FI1LS s Topsy Turvy Gertrude of A RE you happy? Do you get up in the morning with the song of the lark in your

KQIN, Portland News, Ore. She’s

a big hit with the Ilittle Oregonians,

and comes along just ahead of the

Sendinan tn time to send them happily
to bed.

B

0/1 for a memory like Hilda M. Grenninger! Don Lee, owner of KFRC, San
Francisco, promised a stlver Toving cup to the person who remembered the most
af a series of old time songs to be broadcast. Hilda jotted down the correct ntamtes
of 35 out of 36—htcky girl!

i

HEN the call of the cotws annd chickens stirs your soul to vague longings for the

old furm and scenes and sounds pastoral, dow't hesitate. Just roll out of bed

and tune e the Barmyard Twins of KOIL, Council Bhufis, and you’ll be theve.” The

bons are vight by the barn deor. Qld Bess, the bell cow, jingles by to the left and

Kobinson, the roosicr, is flapping s wings for a mormng gesture on the horse
trough near.
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soul? Maybe sometling’s wrong. Better consult Dr. Palmer’s Happy Hour
Twins, WOC, Davenport. Here they are, Pat Flanagan and Sunshine, administeriig
health doses to the “patients.”

DG AR GUEST, the belaved poet-
phitosopher of Detrott—soinetimes
leaves the home nest and broadcasts
at WBAL. He is said to be the only
newspaper wman e the world whose
employer has publicly stated he would
pay him any salary he asked.

]\/ ANY old friends turned DXers

when J. R. Foster left WBCN,

Chicago, to become manager of CKLC

and CICR, Canada. Scercely a day

passes that J. R. does not receive mail

from those who formerly heard hinm
i the States.

- IS
TR - i
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B

USH! 'Tis Toscha Seidel, and when he brings that bow down vou are going to i » i
hear some real music. Toscha, as you probably know, is another of those M/INK listencrs think of WGR,
Russian air conquerors. He came to America, armed with a violin, and found: L Buffalo, as a pretty girl like
mrasion a path of flowers, so to speak. Miss Edna Zahn, one of the station
: favorites. Wait until Miss Edna gases

into the telewtike and you see those eyes
roll while she sings!

ALL street and the great American wmoney market are just outside old Trinity

church where Channing Lefebure sits at the organ and plays those delightful

interludes one hears during the Seiberling Singers” hour of the NBC. Perhaps this
15 where those gold (en) notes originated.

Y.

UST have the whole Dahm fam-

tly in Radio—one i1 -Detroit,

Clearwater, Chicago, and here’s Cor-

nelins G. i St. Louts. The St. Louis

Dalun 1s still a junior in college—but

it's the Dalvn quality that counts, they
say.

DEVOTEES from the Baldheaded.

row listened avidly and recalled

old scenes when Frank Danicls broad- ONTACT! The new Farsity Drag—that dance you have heard so much about—

cast “The Ameer.” He played the and Zelma Q' Neil is the Nittle lady who’s doing it. Just follow Ler cxampic and

origingl lead and the support was all yow'll be doing it, too. The gentlemen with her are Hal Kemp, B. 4. Rolfe and
that could be desired, Vincent Lopez, dance orchestra maestro.

www americanradiohistorv com
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Orchestras Dominate

Deluge of Votes in International
Proves That Listeners Have
and Are Willing to Vote for

USIC, music, music everywhere!

Never was the world so filled with music. Wherever
you are—in the heart of the city, in the arctic, the
tropics or the heart of the wilderness—swirling about

you, over vou and through you are ten thousand melod1es
Whether we actually hear themn or not the thought that music is
there somehow gives one a feeling of satisfaction. It seems much
better to think of pervading tunes being present like happy
thoughts than to conceive the surrounding atmosphere an impotent
void, Receivers have been made so compact and portable that it
is not unusual to see them being carried along like cameras to be
set up on a restaurant table or in a tourists’ camnp.
So the music sweeps on wrapping the entire earth in tides of
harmony. Correspondence in this Radio Digest shows that the
Eskimos in the North, so far that contact with the rest of the
= =5 world comes but once a year, pick up the tunes of the old fiddlers’

LOOK, {;;ndberg! No | contests at KDKA and play them for the Canadian Mounted
K":‘;‘}: o Ely o Police in their isolated outposts before the supply ship arrives
Ben Lindberg, KFPY, with its annual contribution ofphonograph records.

uke and sengster. Dominating all the music that

s oo dances its way around the world
and out into space is the varie-
gated music of the orchestra.
Songs there are anda few speeches
but the orchestra furnishes the
motif of the average program.
No broadcasting station could
hold one dial for a munute with-
out its mead of orchestral music.
While this fact is pleasing to
those who are professionally in-
terested it also is a fact quickly
seized upon by greedy-eyed
racketeers as an opportunity for
graft. For instance all the Chi-
cago broadcasters were called
together recently and given
orders by the walking delegate
of the musicians union that they
must hire so many persons or
pay so much license or give up
their musicians.
A —— It is not believed the rank and
..... i - lias file of Chicago musicians are
behind this maneuver and many
?rclh’:s?ml- £4 &‘g’ﬁlg have expressed resentment.
New Orleans. They But by and large the orches-
are making a good run tras throughont Aimerica are
o Si';g‘ec’;;t}:;’t‘f”sm doing a noble and worth while
service to humanity.
They give the best that
is in them, they put the
spirit of the age into
their instruments, they
broadcast music
because music is life to
them.

That which is life to
them comes to.the lis-
tener as an offering, a
moment of pleasure
that cost the individuals
who gave it years of
devotion to the art.

And so an orchestra
—cspecially the Radio
orchestra—comes to
possess an individual
personality. The per-
sonality generaily takes
the form of the leader
of the orchestra. It is
easier to think of omne

LD MISSOURIANS at KFPY— = . ¢
a happy-go-lucky bhunch of Radio . than of a score of faces.

listeners who got together to show Or it may individualize

the regulars how to broadcast, Jean
Starr was the star of the perform-
ance, blue singin’.

an institution. These

www americanradiohistorv com
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in All Radio ngmms
Evsm_ : S

Popularity Contest
ing about the rapid
Their Preferences growth of Portiand,

man Kenin and his

s guitar is one reason
Favorites S “his” Mattonoman
orchestra another.
Loolk 'em over, girls,
most all of ’em are eli-
gible and susceptible.

b b b

individualities or personalities come
to represent to the unseeing listener -
a source of pleasure. Mention of
the name identified with the organ-
ization stimulatcs a desire to be
friendly and, possibly of service.

Thus it has happened that the
first great international popularity
contest for Radio orchestras has
awakened a keen interest among the
listeners of certain favored orches-
tras. These listeners belicve the
orchestra to which they have
respectively attached their affections
are of course ideal. It is unthink-
able that anyone should presume
to believe that cther people might
consider another orchestra more
popular. Perceiving that this situa-
tion would naturally interest Radio
listeners in every community Radio
Digest decided to call for a vote.

Which are the seven most popular
orchestras in the United States and
Canada? Which one of these seven
is the most popular of all?

That has been the idea of the
Radio Digest contest. It has been
taken into account that leading
orchestras in each of the geograph-
ical divisions of the contest cannot
be heard by all those who vote.
Therefore it is not presumed that
all the listeners can compare the
respective merits of these orchestras
playing in direct competmon with
each other. But it can be shown
how many listeners are sufficiently
interested to vote for each orchestra.

Maurie Sherman got the first
quick response from the listeners
of WLS, Chicago. Sherman’s or-
chestra plays for one of the most
popular cafes in Chicago. He has made a careful Springtime Serenaders_at
study of the kind of music the people within range S : WFLA, Clearwater, Fla.
of his music like. The call for votes in support of his T R e
judgment in selecting and presenting the kind of o . " :
music the people of the Chicago area preferred was
Fromptly acknowledged by a swarm of ballots in his
avor,

When the results were subsequently published in
Radio Digest a score friends of the WBATF Seven
Aces were astonished. They talked the matter over
and decided to raise the next count in favor of the
Texas boys. It was done accordingly, and the fol-
lowing month the Seven Aces topped the list while
Paul Christensen’s orchestra at WHQO, Des Moines,
suddenly began to make an emphatic gain.

ALL winter long shiver-
ing demzens of the
North tune in their DX
calls and hear the alluring

i, 4. A R R L
RANDALL’S Roya.l Fon-

tenelle orchestra is said
to be responsible for the wow
in WOW. Art seems to have
the boys’ attention every
minute. Thousands have de-
clared this to be the most
popular orchestra in the
United States.
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The following month it was nip and
tuck between these three orchestras and
their defenders. Those in favor of the
Christensen orchestra then put forward
such a mighty wave of determination
they swept all before them in such
volume the other orchestras looked help-
lessly lost in the distance.

For the first three tallies Irvin
Plumm’s orchestra at CNRW held a
clear field over all the other Canadian
entries. Then came a new Goliath in the
person of Mr. Guy Watkins and his Art
Harmony Seven, CFQC, Saskatoon who
outstripped the Winnipeggers unmer-
cifully.

OU can’t make real music from hard-boiled shirts and undertaker’s raiment.
in your chest and between your ears that counts when you are trying to earn a reputation as the

world’s most popular orchestra.

thinks and doces.

RADIO DIGEST—!lustrated

WNAX Yankton,S. D.

Leads National Orchestra
Popularity Vote

“We get our pitch with it,”

letters from Cliff Jones, announcer and
director for CFQC, Saskatoon, Sask.
He is hustling the votes for Guy Wat-
kins and His Art Harmony Seven. That
he is able to get the same snap into the
Microphone that he does in his letters
doubtless has something to do with the
fact that Guy Watkins' boys are making
a strong bid for the international lead-
ership. They are only 123 behind
Krausgrill who is in second place
“Some of the boys are saying,” writes
Mr. Jones, “that no doubt the newsstands
down there would have plenty of cus-
tomers for maps and books to help
them locate the little village of Sas-

It’s what you have

That’s what the Gurney orchestra at WNAX, Yankton, South Dakota,
Here they are just the way they did it when they rolled up 43,270 votes in the Radio
Digest popularity contest for the wor!d’s most popular Radio orchestra.
a prominent farmer of the leader.

“What’s the fork for?” asked
was the prompt answer.

“And we're

going to put Yankton on the map of North America.”

While lowa voters have taken several
uf the Radio Digest trophies in recent
years it seecms aCx:ordmg to the latest
vote that the center of activity has crept
up into South Dakota and the Gurney
Radio orchestra at WNAX, Yankton,
registered to 43,270,

But the Mid-westerns have a close
contender in Walter Krausgrill's Bal-
conades DBallroom orchestra at KFRC,
San  Francisco.  Krausgrill developed
cudden strength at the third count and
lias Leen growing by leaps and bounds.

There is stiil time to go for the final
ballot. Past records prove that there is
no enessing what surprises are in store.
Many listeners have heen saving their
coupons to gain the bonus advantages.
These will come in in Aoods when the
contest ends at midnight of April 10.
Donble count ballots are found in this
1ssuc.

Kussel T, Shantz has strong hopes
for the Century Orchestra of WMAK,
Buffulo. In his letter with 2,500 voltes
he says:

“We think these boys have the best
Radic band in the East at least, and
certainly want to sce them head their
division in this novel contest. We are
eat heginning, Wateh our smoke!”

Clede I Randadl, director-announcer

at WSMDB, New Orleans, where the
Dixola Novelty orchestra broadcasts,
writes that “we are giving the contest a
two-hour shot every Monday night.”
That means votes and prospects are
good for the Dixola Novelty orchestra.

Charles TFitzGerald and his Rythm
Kings at WJR, Detroit, sends a batch
of letters and votes from frlends who
are pulling for the Kings to win in the
Detroit area. They are each keenly in-
terested in gathering votes for their
favorite,

D. B. Gurney, president of the Gurney
Seed & Nursery Company, and sponsor
for the Gurney WNAX orchestra now
al the head of the national list, is per-
sonally assisting in the call for votes
for this enterprising orgamzatlon The
listeners are all staunch in their support
of the WNAX programs as shown by
a recent survey by disinterested indi-
viduals. A great deal more is to be
heard from this slation in a national
way in the future.

Down Texas way the Seven Aces
“All ’leven of em” are still holding the
West district, yielding the international
leadership to the Yankton boys of the
North. Listeners to WBAP believe that
the Seven Aces are still destined to win
the gold plaque.

There always is a good chuckle in the

www americanradiohistorv com
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katoon where Guy Watkins and his or-
chestra hold forth, but, helieve me, the
Radio fans in this part of the country
know where Saskatoon 1is, and they
seem ready to back us with plenty of

At another time he writes, “This is
Saturday afternoon, and we do not work
on Saturdays but lay off and drink beer,
some day you will be free. Gosh, I'll
bet you hate that guy Volstead!”

It was Irvin Plumm’s orchestra at
CNRW, Winnipeg, which first held the
Canadian honors. And there still is a
possibility that Little Jack tHorner may
stick his thumb into the Contest pie and
pull out a Plumm for the Sixth district.

“The conhdence that our friends
thronghout the country have in our
winning this contest is overwhelining,”

writes Mr. Christensen of WHO. “The
local Junior Chamber of Commerce is
backing us to a2 man, and I think every
paper in the state had something nice
to say about us the day aflter the Feb-
ruary issue of Radio Digest hit the
newsstands. Again [ want to thank
Radio Digest for a movement that will
benelit every orchestra in the country
that is taking an active part in it.”

The standings of the leaders at the
last count before this edition of Radio
Digest goes to press is shown in the
adjoining lists:
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WORLD’S MOST POPULAR
RADIO ORCHESTRAS
Leading America
West

Gurney’s Radic WNAX or-
chestra .. .43,270

By Districts
East, Century Orches-
tra, WMAK. ....
South, Dixola Nov-

elty Orchestra,
NWEMBI gncs 5 os uie 5,643
Midwest, Paul Chris-
tensen, WHO.....25,089
West, Seven Aces,
WBAP: <y il daw 28,292
Far West, Walter
Krausgrill’s Bal-
conades Ballroom
orchestra, KFRC..30,828
Canada, Guy Wat-
kins, CFQC .....30,703

No. 1
3,223

No. 2

No. 3
No. 4

No. 5

No. 6

District Leaders

DISTRICT No. 1—EAST
Comprising: 2Alaine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetis, Rhode Islandg,
Connecticut, XNew TYork, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland and
District of Columbia.
Century Orchestra, WMAK.......ccaerouet 3,223
Dok Eisenburg and his Sinfonians,
WNAC wiearinns 2,85
Vincent Lopez orchestra WEAF . 2,281
Crosley Moscow Art orchestr a
Freddie Rich’s orchestra WJZ
Palais D'Or orchestra, WEAT.,
Roxy’'s symphony, WJZ
Ipana Troubadours, WEAF.,
Al Steele’s Musical Vagabondb
IWMCA . LL 958
Club “orth\ Hllls orchestra., WTIC 884

DISTRICT No. 2—SOUTE

Comprising: Virginia, West Virginia,
North and South Carolina, Georgia, Flor-
ida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Ten-
nessee, Arkansas and Kentuecky.
Dixola Novelty Orchestra, WSMB...... 5.643
Andrew Jackson Hotel orch,, WSAL.. 1,147
Chas. Dornberger’s orchestra, KTHS 1,098
Kentucky Hotel orchestra, WHAS..... 938
Tennessee Collegians, WLAC... 779
Ruby Brown and his orchestra, WSB 763
Nick Rose and his Revellers, WLAC 633
Hotel Richmond Orchestra, WRVA. 551

RADIO DIGEST—IHustrated

Krausgrill of KFRC

And His Balconades
in Second Place

Cock-a-Doodle-Do orchestra, KTHS.. 512

Majestic Club orchestra, WRVA....... 505

DISTRICT No. 3—NMIDDLE WEST
Comprising; Ohio, Indiana, TIllinois,

Alichigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Towa and

Missouri.

Paul Christensen’s orchestra, WHO..25,089

Maurie Sherman's orchestra, WLS....

Charles Fitz-Gerald and his Rythm
B ° G, P v U i S RN U S ——— 2,815

4,142

WALTER KRAUSGRILL ({center) and his
gallant Balconades Ballroom orchestra mem-
bers who have forged ahead in the international
orchestra popularity contest. The Krausgrill
contingent got just a bit of a late start but
they made fast strides to overtake the leaders.
A dark horse from South Dakota then came
dashing out of the dust, running neck and neck
with the Californians, The race is still on.

35

WOS Radio Ramblers ....ceeriniinnon 2,692
Chief Razzberry's orchestra, XOIL.. 1,268
WENR Studio orchestra.. o Iy i
Crosley Cossacks, WLW. . 1,032

Kentucky Serenaders, KYW... 998
Fred Hamm's Victor orch,, WLIB...... %0
Coon-Sanders orchestra, WBBM........ 862

DISTRICT No. 4—West

Comprising: XNorth and South Dakota,
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Mon-
tana, Wyoming, Colorado and New Jexico.
Gurney’s Radio WXNAX orchestra......43,270
Seven Aces, WBAP.. 3 ..28,292
Randall’s Royal Fontenelle orches-

tra, WOW .o 15,228
Chief Gonzales and his Arablan

Room orchestra, XOA . ..ccccecvmnacennne 1,143
ITenry Lange's Gunter Hotel orches-

tra, WOAIL ... e senmm— [, )] 1)

Ernest Loomis \'lctor Recordmg or-
chestra, KOA 5
Joc Willrich’s orchestra, KPRC e
Howard Fordham’s orchestra, KFH 879
Arlington concert orchestra, KTHS T80

Collegians, WFAA . 773
DISTRICT No. 5—FAR WEST
Comaprising: Idaho, Arizona, TUtah,

Nevada, California and Washington.
Walter XKrausgrill's Balconades
RBallroom orchestra, KFRC.. ....30,828
Vic Mceyer's orchestra, KJR.... . 5.888
Max Dohn’s studio orchestra, NBC.. 2.651
Andy Wallace and his band, KFWI.. 1,299
Herman Kenin’s Multnomah Hotel
Victor Recording orchestra, KEX., 1,037
Majestic Ballroom orchestra, KFON 842
Cote McElroy's Columbia Recording
dance band, KOIX .. ;

Joue Mendel and his Pep band, KFRC 928
Silver King Revelers, KGIW
KPO Orchestra

DISTRICT No. 6—CANADA

Comprising: The entire Dominion of
(Canada.
Guy Watkins and his Art Harmony
Baven, \CFOL, ... g | Femina seene ..30,743
Irvin Plumm and his orchestra,
CNRW ..

Chateau Laurier conce
Danny Yates' Hotel T\md:or orchec-
tra, CKNC
Jack Denny's orchestra, C1°CF....
Harold Rich-Morris London Versa-

tile Canadians, CICA....... 358
Eveready orchestra, CIINC. e 304
Jackie Souders and his orch.,, CNRV 157

Palm Room orchestra, CKCL . 104

G4

In the book size form of the new
Radio Digest an edition de luxe has
been produced to give the standings of
these orchestras a prominent position in
the family libraries for months to come.

Subscriptions taken in the contest will
be extended issue for issue.

- WwWwW americanradiohistorvcom 8880 Zzo0Z0ll =, . !



www.americanradiohistory.com

36 RADIO DIGEST—Ilustrated

Ancient Hu-chin Plays Jazz

Two-Stringed Fiddle From Time of Confucius Comes
to Life for Service of Young Moderns

HINA is very old. Archaeologists are constantly mak-
ing new discoveries of its past. They are reaching back
into forgotten ages and unearthing vestiges of a civili-
zation that are all but astounding.

Bob Casey, reporter and explorer for the Chicago Daily
News, and author of the Step on the Stairs, written especially
for Radio Digest, has, since the first of the year, broksn his
way alone through an almost impregnable jungle to discever
a new citadel in
southern China—a
city that once teemed
with a million popu-
lation and within
which, it appears, no
white man ever be-
fore had set his foot.

This strange and
amazing background
gives the modern
China an air of mys-
tery. Something is
happening over there
which the rest of the
world understands
but little. The Chi-
nese are taking on the
Western civilization.
They attend our
schools and universi-
ties and that accounts
for C. L. Hsianz and
J. S. Yong, both of
Peking, now attend- Hiem
ing the University of
Minnesota, and their
curious two string
fiddles heard occa-
sionally over WCCO
at Minneapolis. -

The Chinese name for the two stringed fiddle is hu-chin.
The two students are not very proud of it. They think it is

Song of Peter Rabbit

ID you know that a bear can sing?
(Or did you know that a rabbit could
croon a lullaby?
If you don’t believe they can you had
better tune in WDBAL at Baltimore
during the Sandman hour. That is the

HERE’S a plaintive sweetness in the tone of the Chinese hu-chin—a two stringed fiddle. C. L.

(right) and J. S. Yong of Peking played for the WCCOQ audijence.

Both of ie voung Celestials ara students at the University of Minnesota. To play the hu-

chin at home and in public would put them in disgrace. But it’s a great little fiddle for Chinese

jazz and Mr, Hsiang says he gets a great kick out of it. It came into vogue in China at the
time of Confucius.

AY down in Newawleans there’s a

too primitive. But it has proved very interesting to American
audiences, Either modern music is going hack or the very old
time music of China is catching up, as the hu-chin seems to be
regaining favor in the younger set of the Celestial Kingdom.
“We would blush to be seen playmfr the hu-chin if we were
at home,” said young Mr. Hsiang. “It's much too old fash-

ioned. But after all it is amusing and we get qulte a kick out
of it, as you say.

“No, it is not so
venerable as some of
our real curios. 1
believe it was
brought into general
use among the musi-
cal circles of the per-
iod from one of the
northern provinces
at about the time of
Confucius.”

That it survived at
all is attributed to
the use made of it
by the more ignorant
classes. Almost any-
one conld have a hu-
chin in the home—
and, certainly, any
human being with a
human soul must
have a certain
amount of music in
the course of a life-
time. So 1t was up
to the hu-chin to
satisfy the musical
longings of those
who could not afford
more complicated
and more expensive instruments. Every cottage had a hu-chin,

“But with the jazz epidemic sweeping over China, as it did
(Continued on page 123)

Boy Prodigy at WBAL

N "ANY good authorities maintain that

Shura Cherkassky is the greatest
boy piano prodigy since the youth of
Joseph Hofmann. He was “discovered”
by Frederick R. Huber, director of
WBAL, Baltimore, about five years ago.

He seems born with a natural sense of
all the feeling to be derived from piano

r. Yong sings.

S_L-'ﬁ ‘Iﬁ'- ﬂ-l-‘:

time Miss Fdna Burhemm comces to the
children with all kinds of favorite stories
from the most popular story hooks.
And instead of reading just the way the
hook says she sings.

So when she tells the story of the

Three Bears or P’eter Rabbit it's all
done in song.

snappy, wide-awake broadcasting
station known to a great fan-shapcd
arca of listeners as WSMB. There’s a
touch of the romantic South and the
vivacious I'rench to the programs.
Tvpical of the fair feminine artists
heard from that station is Miss Myrza
Mayer PBonligny, concert pianiste, and
accompanist c¢xtraordinary.

www americanradiohistorv com
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harmony. His study of technique has
greatly cnhaneed this gift until now he
has achieved considerable fame in the
musical centers of the East.
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~ACother Greets Son in Arctic

‘DR. LANGFORD WITH McMILLAN Labrador Expedition
Hears Parent and Sister over KOIL

By George R. Wood
(News Director-Announcer, KOIL)

¢ ELLO, EARL--I hope you hear me. This is mother
talking to you from KOIL at Council Blufis; and, Earl,
this 15 one time I can talk to you and you can’t talk RS,
back. WWe are all well and happy here in Omaha, so
Take good care of yourself and we’ll hope to
Your father is listening in to the broadcast
Good night,” Mrs. W. I, Langford,
mother of Dr. Earl K. Langford, chief physician and surgeon with Tador:
the Donald McMillan expedition in the Arctic regions, told her son
over KOIL Thursday evening, February 9, at 11:30 o’clock, central
Then the doctor’s sister, Mrs. A. W. Elsasser, also

don't worry about us.
see you next October.
at Grand Island, Nebraska.

standard time.
of Omaha, played her own accompani-
ment while singing a number for her
brother.

Just before the time for the broad-
cast the studio telephone rang and a
woman's voice said, "Please send greet-
ings t0 my cousin, Charles Sewell, bot-
anist with the expedition.” The voice
was that of Mrs. Wood Allen of Council
Bluffs, who also is a personal friend of
McMillan. A rush trip by automobile
to the home of Mrs. Allen brought her
to the studio and she spoke to Mr.
Sewell.

These speakers who never before had
faced a microphone were not affected
by “mike fright,” as so many are on
their first appearance before the micro-
phone, They seemed to forget there
was anyone in the studio excepting
themselves—they were talking to loved
ones “snowed in” in the far north, who
always were in their thoughts. The women's voices were firm,
not the least trace of nervousness was shown, when they
stepped up to the announcer’s desk to greet their loved ones
with the arctic expedition. The realization that the whole
world could be listening to
their conversation did not en-
ter their thoughts. They only
visualized two grizzly-bearded
men dressed in heavy fur
clothing, with strained ears to
catch just one precious word
from home—and the speakers
were using every effort to send
that word out on the wings
of the clear crisp night to the
ones they loved best,

So, far into the thousands
and thousands of acres of ice
and snow in the arctic wastes,
these two men heard relatives
speaking to them from home.
After the relatives had
spoken, KOIL then intro-
duced every artist on the sta-
tion staff and for the next two
hours a program in which 20
artists participated was broad-
cast for the McMillan party.
The program included clas-
sical numbers, popular num-
bers, vocal and solo numbers,
orchestras and a xylophone
with Bob Hall, Don
Searle, Howie Martin and
George Wood announcing the program.

Knowing that Dr. Langford’s parents resided in Omaba, just
across the Muddy Misscuri from Council Bluffs, KOIL tried
for many weeks to get in touch with the operators of WNXNP
the station of the expedition, located 90 miles inland from
Nain, Labrador. After the several weeks’ trial, the station
was rewarded with a message received from Dr. Langford
and relayed through short wave station 9DZW, through the
assistance of the American Relay Radio league. The message
from Dr. Langford stated: “Was reminded that I never
thanked you for your radio log you sent me last fall. While

DR. EARL K. LANGFORD
with McMillan Arctic solo
Expedition. '

A,
ELS A 5.
SER talks to
her brother,
Dr. Ear]l Lang-
ford, with Mc-
Millan in Lab-

we all
enjoyed it very much. [Enough volume to malke the lou!
speaker complain.” H. W, Kerr, owner and operator ¢’
9DZW, Little Sioux, Iowa, relayed the message to KOIIL..
and the station immediately asked his co-operation in sending
a message to the doctor that his mother would speak to him
over the station, which Mr. Kerr did and then the entire
membership of the A, R. R. L. got busy relaying the message
to Labrador, and all stood by faithfully to pick up a return
message that the expedition heard the program. Facilities of
KOIL have been offered to Mrs. Langford and Mrs. Allen
for the purpose of communicating with their relatives. The
station also has set aside 12 o’clock Monday mights to Lroad-
cast a program for the explorers and to send any message
from relatives of any of the party.

In the photograph appears Mrs, Elsasser speaking to Dr.
Langford 3,000 miles away, and the picture oi the doctor as
he appcared when leaving last June for the arctic and as be
now appears in the fur clothing necessary in the far north.

The short wave station at Little Sioux, 9DZW, played a big
part in putting over the broadcast, and on sev eral oeocasions
has relayed messages to the doctor’s mother in Omaha. The
A.R.R L. also played a big part in the work,

An interesting sequel to the experiment was a radiogram
from WXNP through the Radio Relay League stating, "Heard
the program, ten to eleven, and except for part of announce-
ment it was O. K. Later we heard last half of the expedition
program, which came in pcrfect Everyone enjoyed it very
much. (Signed) Dr. Langford.”

listening to your good program the other evening,

N the following evening KY W broadcast its final program

of the season to the listeners of the far north with Maurice
Wetzel at the microphone. About ffty letters were read to
friends and relatives scattered almost all the way around the
Arctic circle.

The editor of Radio Digest accepted an invitation to tell
those isolated behind the snow barriers of the latest improve-
ments in Radio. The listeners were inforined of the success-
ful development in television and the prospect of being able
in the near future to see their friends and relatives as well
as hear them while they are shut in at their dark winter
quarters, A resumé of the news of the day was read by E. T
Gross of the KYW staff and subsequent messages indicated
that broadcasts reached their destinations.
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Wendt Advanced Radio in Arctic

WHEN the story is written in full of the penetration of
Radio into the land where about half the year is night
probably the greatest amount of credit will rightfully go to
George A. Wendt of the Canadian Westinghouse company in
Montreal. He has never been forgetful of those brave men who
have crossed the Circle of the Pole.

He has watched the increasing air traffic with the keenest
interest until now there are special weekly programs from
several stations where for years the Westinghouse stations
performed this service exclusively.

Concerning the announcement of the advancement of tele-
vision over XYW he wrote to Radio Digest as follows:

“Having originated these Arctic broadcasts something over
five years ago, I could not help but visualize what your talk
meant to the men in the North. The Hudson’s Bay company’s
men usually go in for a period of three years while the
mounted police usually stay in on an average of two years, and
in all that time except when the annual supply ship arrives.
they see no one except the two or three men associated with
them, and usually the same Eskimos.

“Only once a year do tlie ships go in and take in the usual
supply of mail and pamphlets and bring out the furs, and then,
except for Radio, they are entirely cut off from the outside
world for a period
of twelve months.
The vision which
you brought before
them of the possi-
bility of some day
in the future of see-
g events of the
outside world by
Radio probably
meant more to
these people than
any ot her human
beings in the world.

‘“‘One of the
curious things that
I encountered was
that the Eskimos
had been taught the
old square dances
s01MmeE centuries ago
by the whalers, and
accordingly all the
women learned to
play the accordion,
some of them being
very adept at this.

“In one of the
posts in the Far
North the Mounties
told me the Eski-
mos were great at
coming i and lis-
tening to Radio
music, and after
listening to some
of the old time fid-
dlers’ contests of
KDIKA, they were
tuite able to repro-
duce some of these
tunes, LEvery year
the supply ship car-
riecs up a fresh
batch of phono-
graph records—the
popular new songs
produced since the
last shipment.

“The Mounties
cagerly try them
out. Recent years
it has been some-
what of a surprisc
tn them to find the
records are remi-
niscent of tunes
heard from the
Eskimo accordions.
OFf course il was
abvious that the
Eslamos were getting the latest first by Radio, and making
the tunes famtliar.  Consequently phonograph records have
lost some of their former zest of ‘something new,””

Mr. Wendt ridicules claims published recently that Green-
land is just getting its Oirst Radio reception. He sends copies
of letters from Godhaven and other points giving details of
Aiuncrican reception for the last three years. Fxperts note that
signals fade for eleven-day pertods in Greenland.

orchestra,

Point Barrow Gets Time Signals

ACING the ice-covered Arctic Qcean, Point Barrow is

America’s ‘“farthest north” point of civilization. Except
for a few weeks in the summer time when the ice goes off
shore and it is possible for boats to come in, Point Barrow
has no communication with the outside world other than by
dog trail over the great barren waste that separates it from
communities further south. Dog sleds are seldom used except
for emergency as settlements are far apart and not easily
reached overland.

Point Barrow is the center of activity of great whaling
and sealing operations. The Department of the Interior
maintains a school for the natives. There is also a Presby-
terian Hospital and mission and a trading post at Point
Barrow. Its population is approximately 508—500 Eskimos
and eight whites. Occasionally the white population is aug-
mented by those who are planning dashes to the North Pole
or correspondents for newspapers awaiting the completion
of flights from the other side of the world, as Point Barrow
is America’s “hopping-off place” for the North Pole.

In spite of its remoteness, time is important in this tiny
Alaskan village. Owing to the fact that the sun sets on
Novembher 20th not to rise again until January 22nd, Point
Barrow has no way of verifying-its time for more than two

: months. It is said
that the last thing
a man does who is
going to Point
Barrow is to se-
cure a dependable
watch and have it
adjusted to keep
good time for years.

During this long,
dark, winter night
of more than two
months, all activ-
ity in the village
ceases with the ex-
ception of the
school. The time
observed by the
school authorities
necessarily is taken
as the standard
time of the village,
although it has
been known to
have been as much
as two hours off
when finally
checked against
the position of the
sun. Complications,
it can be seen, eas-
ily arise from situ-
ations such as this
and there have
been many heated
arguments as  to
the correct time.

TLast summer
was a particularly
severe one in the
Arctics, The. gov-
ernnlenit revenue
cutter got no fur-
ther north than
Teller (near
Nome)., Were it
not for the fact
that Point Barrow
would have been
without a school
teacher, no attempt
would have been
made to reach the
northern village.

MISS LILLIAN REHBERG is the accomplished young cellist of the Westinghouse station, Typical of the

KYW, She has won several prizes for her artistic ability although still in her *teens.” ki

One of the distinctions conferred upon her was to serve as soloist for the Chicago Symphony

Her artistic nature does not prevent her from being a regular girl.
“life of the party” in the KYW studio,

kind of men who
ventured forth into
America’s far
north is Leon S.
Vincent, a young
recruit in the Alaska service of the United States depart-
ment of education. He and his bride of a few months had
accepted a teaching position near Nome. When the word
came of the vacancy at Point Barrow, the young couple imme-
diately volunteered to go further north, and the stalwart crew
of the U. S. M. S. Boxer, a small vessel used by the Alaska
School Service, determined to make the attempt to reach
Point Barrow. (Continued on page 128)

She is the
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Radio Continuities New Art

Skill and Special Writing Technique Required to Link Elements
of Broadcast Program in Smooth Running Order

By Gerard Chatfield

HAT is a Radio “continuity”?

There are several answers to

the question. The best, perhaps,

is that the continuity is the manuscript of the broad-

cast program—the speeches, cues and “business” of the air
production,

A continuity is to Radio what a scenario
is to a motion picture or a libretto to a
musical comedy, It links together the
various episodes of the entertainment and
makes the broadcast coherent and easy to
understand. In other words, the con-
tinuity is the “plot” of the broadcast.

The Radic continuity is truly the in-
fant of the literary branch of the enormous
family of entertainment. The Radio con-
tinuity has come into general use in the
past three years. Because it is a new
thing, it 1s still in development and sub-
ject to many experiments and changes.
In spite of its swaddling clothes, the Radio
continuity has an individuality that is dis-
tinctly its own—it has created a new

g b acorenumel

Gerard Chatfield

technique in writing

A careful search has failed to reveal the original Radio con-
tinuity. If it were found it probably would be a tattered pro-
gram of an early Radio broadcast with some penciled notes
of an announcer on the margins. Three years ago, almost all
announcers stepped
up to the micro-
phone with a faint
idea of what ought
to be said and then
trusted to sponta-
neous eloquence, a
necessary attribute
of every announcer
in those days, to
carry them through.
With the advent of
bigger programs
andmore programs,
spontaneous an-
nouncements be-
came increasingly
difficultto offer with
any degree of satis-
faction and grad-
ually, the an-
nouncers star ted
their evenings’
work with typed .
notes of the proper i i ST
things to be said.

R. CHATFIELD, at left of engineer before the control board, must be familiar with the

These typed notes M opera score and advise the technician where to medulate. Membhers of the Chicage Civic

Opera, direct from the stage, take keen interest in *the works.”

sitting before the mike, continuity in hand. The picture was talten in the opera control

room located in the basement of the Auditorium, Phone and telegraph keep continuous
contact with other net stations.

rapidly were
evolved 1nto the
present continuity
which not only tells
the announcer what
to say but tells him when to say it and, quite often, how
to say it.

The sponsored program—the program offered “through the
courtesy of” some ngrm—proved a further stimulus to the
development of the continuity. The continuity for a spon-
sored program was so written that the firm received mention
in the right way at the right time and benefitted from the
advertising of the Radio program. Though sales arguments
and direct appeals to buy are unheard of on the better “class of
programs, there is always some deft phrase that i impresses the
listener-in with the quality of the broadcast sponsor’s product.

THE production of a Radio continuity is interesting. The
work as it is done in the continuity department of the
National Broadcasting company, may be taken as an example
of the care used in preparing the 'script. It might be of interest
to follow the growth of a script.

Three weeks before the planned program is to go on the
alr, coples of the musical selections are submltted to the con-
tinuity department. Assume that the program is sponsored
by the manufacturers of Clicquot Club ginger ale. The con-

Supervisor of Programs, NBC

tinuity writers study the program and
then begin to work out the announce-
ments, cues for music and other direc-
tions. The opening announcement is carefully dome, for it
must be skillfully written in order to attract immediate atten-
tion. Then there must be a subtle reference to the advertised
product—ior mstance, mention may be made of “snanpy,
sparkling music” and one thinks of “snappy, sparkling” in con-
nection with the ginger ale,

Between each musical selection—if music happens to be the
foundation of the entertainment—there must be speeches for
the announcer. These speeches are carefully worked out and
timed to the second. Then there is the closing announcement
which is designed to leave the auditor with a definite impres-
sion of the program he has just heard and a desire to hear a
similar program at the next opportumty

The technique of continuity writing includes three impor-
tant things. The whole thing must be plcasing to the listener-
in; the words and phrases must be clear and easily understood
and the entire continuity must be written to itake up a certain
period of time—no more and no less. Truly, minutes on the
air are golden minutes.

Long words, words of four or more syilables are carefully
avoided. Compound, complex sentences, too, are taboo. Sim-
ple words and simple phrases must be used—and the general
effect is a clarity of expression that is very pleasing.

The continuity writers must