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rhe Sur Inspires the Pen 
Name omitted by request 

Sirs: As far as I can remember, you 
have in no way mentioned "Jump - 
Jump of Holiday House," heard Sat- 
urday mornings at 8:00 a.m. With so 
many of us mothers simply pleading 
for suitable programs for our chil- 
dren, it is a joy to find such a pro- 
gram on the air. We recommend it 
for ages four to seven, especially. 

I enjoy the verbal battles waged 
through your column, and surely pro- 
ducers should benefit from it. 

Could you tell us where to send 
ideas for new radio shows? Many of 
us have some that might be salable. 

If the idea is put together in script 
form, it rould the presented In nearly 
any one of the radio agencies, and those 
Ilmt will find listed in any classified 
directory. 

Idamae Marty, 336 Loma Vista, El Se- 

gundo, Calif. 
Sirs: What happened to the erst- 

while "Pat Novak "? The present por- 
trayer is doubtless a splendid radio 
actor, but to us he just isn't "Pat 
Novak ". 

Jack Webb, who portrayed "Pat Nn- 
vak" originally on the San Francisco 
show, IS in Hollywood now, and is 
heard in the title role of 3/utual's 
"Johnny Madera. Pier 23 ". 

E. Richard Auger, 8419 Santa Fe Avenue, 
Huntington Park, Calif. 

Sirs: In a recent issue of Radio 
Life, an "Ear Inspires" contributor 
asked about Joe Strand, Swedish ac- 
cordionist. He is now vacationing in 
Sweden, and will be back in June 
or July of this year. I am a member 
of his fan club, and anyone wishing 
to join may do so by writing Vivian 
Adams at the above address. 

7.hank you for the tip. Another render 
recently informer( us that Joe is the 
brother of 31anng Strand, who leads 
the orchestra at Far( Carroll's. 

Mrs. Virginia Higgins, 115 South Wallace 
Street, La Habra, Calif. 

Sirs: I listen to the Cresta Blanca 
"Hollywood Players" each week, and 
I would like to know what the name 
of their theme song is. I think it is 
beautiful, and would like to buy it 
on a record, if possible. Just thought 
I would ask you what it is in case it 
has been published and I missed it. 

The theme you hear is a Morton 
Gould composition "Crests Blanca 
Walt; ", played with Mr. Katz's varia- 
tions to suit each week's program. Un- 
fortunately it is not on record, and 
probably the only sheet music availa- 
ble is that used by the musicians on the 
show. 

Two Ways to Banish Bugs! 
Sure two -way relief from household insect pests 

developed by Standard of California 

Keep 
'em out! 

(e 

Knock 
'em out! 

Sure relief from all house- 
hold insect pests 

Waits for insects -kills 
'em when they come 

STANDARD OF CALIFORNIA PRODUCTS 
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Mrs. M. Rae, 212 Hill Street, Ocean Park, 
Calif. 
Sirs: You seem to have an in- 

1luetice iu idULi/, w 1 Iii w- - - - - -g LO see 
if you could influence the sponsors 
of "Rosemary" to have the sketch put 
on some time other than 8:45. We 
who live in apartments and such 
places can't hear it at this time. It 
used to be on at 1:30 p.m. but was 
changed to this earlier time. There 
are many other sketches that could 
be put into the 8:45 time and not 
be missed. 

A partment dwellers miss out on many 
an Interesting program for this reason. 
Slaybe printing your letter will awaken 
either .sponsors or landlords to this 
problem. I)o any of you other apart- 
ment house rlurelter., have a solution:' * 

Rickey Neal, Box 9614, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Sirs: Have missed "Say It with 
Music" lately. I was a steady listener 
and wondered why it was taken off 
the West Coast radio dial. I had the 
radio on yesterday, and I was amazed 
to hear the announcer say "Say It 
with Music" . . . then there was 
silence and a news reporter started 
to talk . It seems news is re- 
placing that program. How about 
giving us housewives more programs 
like "Say it With Music," rather than 
more news? We hear enough news. 

The little .show you liked had the mis- 
fortune to fall in the sustainer cate- 
gory, and has been replaced by "Tatl- 
lor -3fade 3fetorlie.s" on Saturday and a 
newscast on weekdays. * 

Bob Gresholm, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 
Sirs: Surely like Radio Life! Is 

anyone else annoyed as I am by 
emcees who constantly nag contest- 
ants to "come in a little closer ", 
"speak right into the mike ", etc.? 
Why don't they tell those jitterbugs 
before the show that if they don't 
speak into the microphone they will 
get no prize? Or during the show 
they could flash a card reading 
"Talk into Mike ", or they could even 
point to the mike -anything but that 
everlasting, exasperating nagging! 
It surely has spoiled many audience 
participation shows for me. 

You've got an idea there. Probably, 
though, thinking of an answer on the 
spur of the moment, in front of u 
crowd of people, isn't particularly con- 
ducive to remembering mike technique. 
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Doris Lyons, 9430 Alvsrstone Avenue, Los 
Angeles 45, Calif. 
Sirs: Your magazine Is a house- 

hold necessity for us, and when we 
were newcomers to the coast it was 
of great help to us in finding pro- 
grams we wanted to hear. 

If there were some way you could 
list the "guests" appearing on the 
big shows, it would be swell. We al- 
most missed Bea Lillie because we 
didn't know in advance about her 
appearance with Bob Hope. 

A. we pointed out to another contrib- 
utor. it is necessary for us to procure 
our information ten days in advance 
tor each issue. .Many limes guestings 
are not set up, nor definite enough to 
be released in the news, by that early 
date. Our "]'recasts" makes every at- 
tempt to bring you information regard- 
ing time changes, new shows, special 
e v e n t s and g u c .s t performances. 
Agencies, for their own benefit, should 
work farther ahead. 

Mrs. Lily Laverty, 22 Hampton Road, 
Ilford, Esser, England 
Sirs: I have been looking through 

your Radio Life in vain for a pro- 
gram similar to one we have here 
in England, namely, "Request Tunes" 
for birthday greetings. If there Is 
such a thing, I would be so grateful 
if you will broadcast to Mr. and 
Mrs. Sidney Swain of 1910 Milan 
Avenue, South Pasadena, California, 
the song, "Bless This House." Second 
choice is "Somewhere Over the Rain- 
bow" sung by Judy Garland. The 
birthday is May 19th. I do sincerely 
hope you can oblige. Thank you in 
anticipation. 

Nice to hear from a reader so far 
away! We've relayed your request to 
the boys on BFI's "Ladies' Day" who 
are planning to serenade your friends 
on the birth date mentioned. Sorry you 
can't listen in, but believe us, the 
"Ladies' Day" gang will deliver it with 
a bang! 

* 
Francine & Adele Fogel, 129 North Oxford 

Avenue, Hollywood 4, Calif. 
Sirs: We listen to the "Hit Parade" 

every week, which is followed by 
Jean Sablon, some guy who calls 
himself a Frenchman. If he is, why 

FOLLOW ALL 
TM Pacific Coach 

Lwow Boll Games 
Of Th. 

LOS ANGELES 

"ANGELS" 

HOLLYWOOD 

- "STARS" -- 
()NIP 

KLA C570 
ON YOUR DIAL 

Nightly Tuesday Thru Friday 
Weekends: Afternoons 

Sponcor.d As 

A Public S.rv.c. 

ITS THE OF 

CARE 
FINE BEERS SINCE 1860 

does he keep singing South Amer. 
ican songs with a Brooklyn accent? 
If he wants to stay on the air, tell 
him to stick to French songs! We 
don't think he is very well fitted to 
sing songs like "Why, Oh Why, Did 
I Ever Leave Wyoming," either. 

II Monsieur Sablon can't call himself 
French -who ran? We're unfamiliar 
with his South American songs sung in 
Rrooklgnese, but extremely conversant 
with his "Vows Qui. l'assez Sans lie Voir," "Chanson des Rues," "Place 
Pigalle," "Le Fiacre," etc. lie probably 
feels justified in tackling the "Wyom- 
ing" dilly in retribution to the chirp - 
ers who've swiped his "%'ous Qui 
Passez " As for his place on the air, 
it's assured by the lludnut Company 
and a great audience o/ eminine Listen - 
ers who can swoon in TWO languages. 
. \ "est -re pas, Sablon fans? 

* 
Raymond H. Arnold, 408 South Spring 

Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
Sirs: Formerly KXLA put on a 

transcribed program on Sundays, 
called "Wake Up, America." Out - 
standing speakers, and rather inter- 
esting. You carry the same billing, 
but it Is now a local affair with 
Peter de Lima as moderator, and 
mostly propaganda. It is unfair to 
the original owners of the "Wake 
Un, America" show to have the name 
so misused. Suggest you (at least) 
change it. 

"Wake t'p, America" was a Tran- 
scribed feature that is no longer an the 
air. Peler de Lima's commentary is in 
no way connected with it . his is a 
live show and we list it as "Peter de Lima." 

Katherine Wright, 3501/2 West 7th Street, 
San Pedro, Calif. 

Sirs: Will you kindly say some- 
thing in your next number of Radio 
Life about G. Allison Phelps, who 
used to talk over KFWB a few years 
ago? 

I know quite a few of the radio 
listeners will be glad to know if, 
when and where he is broadcasting 
at the present time. During the war 
I didn't have much opportunity to 
keep in touch with my favorites in 
radio and have not been able to find 
Mr. Phelps on any of the programs. 

Radio Life contacted KFWII as first 
step in finding Ihr, Phelps' present 
whereabouts, and were informed that 
they have recently attempted to find him, in answer to other requests, with 
no luck at all. Perhaps some of our 
readers can be as helpful on this as 
they have been on other questions. * 

Mrs. Donald Nigh, 2226 Floral Drive, Whit- 
tier, Calif. 

Sirs: For us, the program "The 
Sheriff" has been spoiled by the absence of "Cousin Cassie" and 
"Bobby ?' Hope they are not off per- 
manently. Too, we have noticed that 
Radio Life is slow about changing 
the programs when they change or 
go off the air. 

We have wondered why, when 
certain characters are taken off a 
show, no mention is made of it. We 
wonder what is the cause of them be- 
ing removed. 

Why don't the sponsors get to- 
gether and see that the good pro - 

(Please Turn to Next Paye) 
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LOVERS OF CLASSICAL MUSIC 
AND THOSE WHO "FEEL FOR" 
THE POPULAR BALLAD ARE ALL 
TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION 
BY THOSE WHO DO YOUR RADIO 
PROGRAMMING. TWO OF YOUR 
MOST POPULAR MUSIC PRO- 
GRAMS ARE HEARD ON KFI. 

Ferruccio Tagliavisi 

F E R R U C C I O TAGLIAVINI, ac- 
claimed by the public and press alike 
as one of the greatest living tenors, 
will be heard on 'The Telephone 
Hour" Monday, May 19th at 8:00 p.m. 
via NBC -KFI. 

Andy Retard! 

ANDY RUSSELL needs no introdut-- 
tion. His fine renditions of popular 
ballads are familiar to all. Andy's 
currently heard on "Your Hit Parade" 
each Saturday night at 8:00 -NBC- 
KFI. 

That's KFI -Dial 640 
Adverticement. 

Psgc Three 
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grams don't all come on the air at 
the same time. For instance, we en- 
joy both "Cisco Kid" and 'Dr. I. Q.," 
but they conflict. I have noticed 
other complaints about this. Why 
don't the sponsors get wise? 

We think Bob Corley who is now 
doing "Beulah" is doing a wonderful 
job, but his program has not been 
listed in the alphabetical finder. 

The new "Pat Novak" is a very 
poor substitute. We notice the change 
in voices. There is only one "Pat 
Novak," "F at Ma n" and "Sam 
Spade." All are good characters. 

"The "Cousin Cassie" and "Bobby" 
question is answered by our response 
to another letter appearing soon. Radio 
Life has to work ten days ahead on 
program changes. When the networks 
don't have the information on time 
for us to print it . we can't let 
you know. Think you will find "Beu- 
lah" listed in the alphabetical finder. 
A new writer (the third) is now 
scripting "Novak" and we think the 
show is more like old times all around. 
Have you heard Mutual's "Johnny Ma- 
dera", starring Jack Webb. the original 
Pat? * 

Mrs. Cera Petry, 921 Monterey Boulevard, 
Hermosa Beach, Calif. 

Sirs: Your "Ear Inspires The Pen" 
column is the first thing I read in 
your magazine, but we enjoy the 
entire magazine greatly. 

I ' heartily agree with Mrs. Bela 
Barnes of Los Angeles. If you want 
sweet, restful music, tune in "Hal's 
Memory Room" each evening on 
KFOX. 

I was disappointed at not finding 
a write -up and pictures of First Mate 
Bob and the Crew in "Haven of Rest ", 
in your Seventh Anniversary issue. 
For an interesting half hour, tune 
them in each morning except Sun- 
day, and I'm sure you will receive a 
blessing. Can't we have an article 
on them soon? 

I don't mind commercials ... other 
than those silly singing ones (if you 
can call it singing). 

We note requests and try to fulfill 
our readers' wishes ...so keep hoping. 
This radio field is a pretty big one to 
cover. * 

Mrs. Lorraine Lawless, 16 East Green 
Street, Millville, New Jersey 

Sirs: I would like to compliment 
you on your articles in Radio Life, 
to which I am a subscriber, even 
way off here in the "sticks." 

Could you give us a bit of notice 
in the "Ear Inspires" column? The 
"New Stars Club ", of which I am 
editor, is aiming at introducing to 
the fan club world the newer radio 
and movie faces who are deserving 
of publicity and recognition. It is a 
fascinating hobby, and we seem to 
be plummeting right along, having 
received letters from such writers as 
May Mann, Jimmy Fidler, and big 
'n' little stars. 

Can you also tell us who says "I'm 
feelin' mighty low" on the Durante- 
Moore show? 

P 

"Candy" Can,(ido says he's feelin' 
mighty low. Radio Life is carrying a 

story on "Candy" sometime soon. 

age Four 

ON OUR COVER 
The stylish twosome looking out 

at you this week is Don McNeill 
and Fran Allison -or do you know 
her better as "Aunt Fanny"? The 
Chicago "Breakfast Club" family 
is as consistently popular with 
the West Coasters as it is in its 
home territory. It's heard at 8:00 
a.m. over ABC, Monday through 
Friday just preceding another fa- 
mous "breakfasteer". (Also see 
Page 5)l 

Mr. and Mrs. D. T. Nigh, 2226 Floral Drive 
Whittier, Calif. 

Sirs: Here we are with a chip on 
our shoulders! Why, oh, why, do peo- 
ple whistle and whistle when they 
are in a studio listening to pro- 
grams? I should think they would 
have mere consideration for the lis- 
tener. I can't understand why the 
emcee doesn't stop such things. I 

don't believe we are alone in the 
feeling against this absurd whis- 
tling. 

it's a case of "getting into the act ", 
we think, and we agree that it's mad- 
dening! On a recent Jack Benny broad- 
cast we were ready to throttle the whole 
audience personally Just because one 
idiot couldn't let a laugh line go by 
without his signature on it. We think 
that probably the performers aren't 
aware of it so much because the of- 
fender usually is sitting directly below 
an audience mike -it's the listener who 
suffers, powerless. * 

C. E. Motter, 724'/2 Edgeward Road, Los 

Angeles 26, Calif. 

Sirs: I cannot understand why you 
people and the powers- that -be seem 
to imagine it such a crime to run 
programs of public interest such as 
the nation -wide "Missing Persons" 
show at least half an hour weekly. 
This would bring joy to a vast num- 
ber of people. If the police ever give 
any missing persons broadcasts, they 
are a farce, as no one hears them 
or knows over what station they are 
broadcast. What is the deep mystery 
about it? 

We certainly don't think tt a crime 
to run a public interest program ... nor 
do the "powers-that-be", we are sure. 
If a show is replaced on the air by a 
more popular one, public demand is 
one way of drawing attention to the 
fact that it is missed. * 

J. H. Greene, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Sirs: Why can't we boost our fav- 
orite program without knocking 
some other one? I listen every day 
to Jack McElroy on "Bride and 
Groom ", and also to Mr. Breneman. 
We have followed Tom through gas- 
oline, peanuts, soft drinks, moving 
vans, coffee, his breakfast at the 
other restaurant, and now through 
his cereal and soap. If he doesn't 
have talent, then he certainly has 
luck. I think he has made this pro- 
gram. 

Now if you will only bring back 
Arlene Francis with "Blind Date" 
and Cliff Arquette with some pro- 
gram, I'll be satisfied. 

Mrs. Mabel Guyette, 1309 Bates Avenue, 
Los Angeles 27, Calif. 

Sirs: Don't 
a rend idea 

you think it would be 
if they had a program 

for motorists, urging careful driving, 
and giving them prizes? There are 
so many contests on the air that 
don't mean anything. If they had 
someone like Judge Le Roy Dawson 
and Arlene Frances it would be the 
hit of the year. The program could 
be sponsored by the Police Depart- 
ment. Many people would have 
careful driving in mind if they 
thought it resulted in a prize or a 
chance to appear on radio. 

KFI's "Traffic Tribunal" and KF.CA's 
"Design' for Death" were programs of 
the motorist -warning type, but both 
have been discontinued. Your idea is a 
good one. But why do folks have to be 
egged on to careful driving by prizes 
and radio appearances? 

Diana Furness, 1121 North Alma Avenue, 
Los Angeles 33, Calif. 

Sirs: I am a constant reader of 
Radio Life, and would like to join 
Mrs. Dew's request as to the where- 
abouts of John Meloch and his beau- 
tiful voice. I am a teen-ager and 
would like to let you know that we 
also like the finer things in life. 

Here is hoping that Radio Life will 
be the one to bring John Meloch 
back to us. If you find out his where- 
abouts please let us know. 

Any of you readers know where the 
still -popular Mr. Meloch is now:' 

Mrs. Art Pollard, 821 El Rancho Drive, 
Whittier, Calif. 

Sirs: I want to thank you for the 
picture of our swell "Noon Farm 
Reporter ", Nelson Mclninch. He has 
so much personality in his voice I 
couldn't help writing to say that on 
seeing his picture ... well, he's very 
charming. 

I heartily agree with other writers 
about the conflict of such good 
shows 'as Dennis Day and Bing 
Crosby. Why can't something be 
done about it, and soon! * 
Mamie S. Graham, 631 -A East Elk, Glen- 

dale 5, Calif. 

Sirs: I haven't seen anything as 
yet about Al Poska's Anniversary 
party at KFI, January 15th. I was a 
guest that night, "Mrs. Average Lis- 
tener". Margaret Whiting, Freddy 
Martin, Art Kassel, Jack McVea, and 
many others made a grand and long - 
to-be- remembered party. 

Did you see our March 23rd issue? * 
Mary F. Sonenkier, 1855 North Cherokee 

Street, Hollywood 28, Calif. 

Sirs: I take pen in hand for the sole 
purpose of saying "Thank you" to 
Van de Kamp's Bakery for their swell 
programs on KHJ every weekday, 
which feature beautiful music and 
the sort of commercials that leave 
you with nothing but kind thoughts 
for the sponsor. Heaven and the ad- 
vertising agencies send us more like 
that! 
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Monday -Friday. R a. nn. 
A BC -K ECA- KPBO -K F,MB. 

1. How's your disposition (a) be- 
fore breakfast? (b) After? 

(a) Terrible! (b) Worse!! 
2. What do you eat for breakfast? 
Swift's Brookfield eggs and Swift's 

bacon. 
3. How many times have you over- 

slept and under what circumstances? 
Twice. The first time was of no 

consequence, as I made the broad- 
cast without any trouble. The sec- 
ond time, however, upon oversleep- 
ing, I ran to the car and started out 
from my Winnetka, Illinois, home. 
The car broke down in Evanston. I 
was stuck. A cruising Evanston 
squad car saved my day when it 
picked me up and rushed me into 
Chicago to the studio. I walked into 

t 

"Breakfast Club" Host Admits He's Overslept, 
That Show Guests Have Put Him on Spot, That 
He Has "Terrible" Disposition in Early Ayem 

the show just as the first music cue 
was thrown. 

4. How do you safeguard against 
oversleeping? 

Three alarm clocks, three children, 
and Kay. 

5. What time do you usually go to 
bed? 

Nine -thirty p.m. Ten o'clock is late. 
6. What do you consider the chief 

factor contributing to your program's 
success? 

My wife, Kay. 
7. Do you think you understand 

women? 
No, a thousand times no. 
8. Do you sometimes wish you had 

a night -time show? If so, when? 
No. 
9. Do you ever have rehearsals for 

"Breakfast Club "? 
Never. 
10. Have you ever tried on a wom- 

an's hat? 
Yes. Breneman has my sympathy. 
11. Does your wife listen to Tom 

Breneman? 

Only when she has to. 
12. What was the funniest unex- 

pected incident that has occurred 
during a "Breakfast Club" broad- 
cast? 

It had to do with a small fry. Our 
show, at the time, was sponsored by 
a breakfast food company. Attempt- 
ing to work in a plug for the break- fast food, I asked the boy if he liked 
"Post Ghosties ". The little boy was 
adamant in his reply. "No, I don't 
like them. I never eat them." I tried 
a second time. The little boy re- 
mained cold. He did not like them, 
had never eaten them, and as far' as 
he was concerned, would never eat 
them. At this point his mother en- 
tered the picture and said, "Why, yes, 
you like `Post Ohosties'." The boy 
stamped his foot on the floor and 
said "no" emphatically. With this, I 
threw a que for music. 

13. What was the most difficult in- 
cident you've had to take care of on the show? 

Kids are generally sure -fire on in- terviews, yet sometimes they pose a 
problem. For instance, during one 

interview, I asked a small boy, "Do 
you love your father?" "No," barked the lad. "Why not ?" I asked. The 
reply was, "He drinks too much!' I 
gulped, but went on bravely. "Well, 
what does he drink?" I asked. Croon- er Jack Owens leaned over and 
whispered something in the boy's ear. 
"Soda pop," he answered. Team work 
had saved the day. 

14. Why don't you come to Cali- 
fornia to broadcast or at least to make a movie? 

Six a.m. to broadcast is too early 
in California. 

15. What is (a) your pet hate? (b) 
Your pet love? 

(a) People who ask, "What do you 
do after nine o'clock?" (b) People 
who don't ask. 

16. What is (a) your greatest ex- travagance? (b) Your favorite econ- 
omy? 

(a) Fishing equipment. 
(b) Matches. 
17. What's the most unusual pres- 

ent you've ever received from a fan? 
A skunk. 
18. What's the most unusual fan 

letter you've gotten? 
One from a nine -year -old boy ask- 

ing me to do his homework. 
19. What type of person (profes- 

sional, business, showman, etc.) have 
you found to be (a) the best sports 
on your show? (b) The poorest? 

(a) "Breakfast Club" people. 
(b) Professionals. 
20. Have you any unfulfilled am- 

bitions? Or wHat would you like to 
be doing twenty years from now? 
Fishing. 

1 
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THIS ATTRACTIVE YOUNG MISS holds a mas- 

ter s degree in education, is Director of Educa- 
tion for KNX -CBS, handles all general mail arriv- 

ing at the Columbia Square broadcasting studios. 

KNX Photo. 

Want toitako 

Some Changes 

In Radio? 

Another known fact is that they like 
adult programs just as much as they 
like those planned especially for 
them. And certainly another fact 
which cannot be overlooked is that 
there is at the present time very lit- 
tle scientific information as to the ef- 
fect of radio programs on children - 
it is practically impossible to isolate 
the effects of radio listening from 
the child's other environmental fac- 
tors. And, last, we know that radio 

Nancy Holme, Director of Education for KNX -CBS, 
Cites Your Neglect as Radio's Critics, Specifies 
How You Should Submit Constructive Suggestions 

AtANY of t h e letters 
reaching Radio Life's 
editorial desk are 
concerned with the 
ether fare being of- 

fered for t h e entertainment and 
education of children. Many of these 
condemn radio for its abundance of 
programs not suitable for children 
and for its lack of offerings planned 
particularly for the appeal and bene- 
fit of the younger members of the 
listening audience. 

To obtain from radio a reply to 
this condemnation, Radio Life talked 
recently with Miss Nancy Holme, 
Director of Education for CBS -KNX. 
We discovered that she has frequent- 
ly addressed parent- teacher groups 
in the area on this topic, her talks 
being based on the question, "Why 
Can't We Have on the Radio What 
We Want for Our Children ?" 

At the very start of her speech, 
however, Miss Holme candidly ap- 
proaches the possibility of parental 
neglect by re- phrasing the theme 
question to read: "Do you know what 
Page Six 

the radio offers your children, and 
are you helping them use it to the 
greatest advantage ?" 

A questionnaire filled out by a 
group of one hundred parents helped 
prove her point. Out of the one hun- 
dred, only six could identify by title, 
time, day and station their own five 
favorite radio programs. When asked 
"What determines your children's 
choice of radio programs ? ", two to 
one replied "Other children." Only 
a handful answered that their chil- 
dren's radio habits were guided by 
parents or teachers. 

In view of such lamentable facts 
as these, Miss Holme continued her 
discussion as indicated by these fol- 
lowing excerpts from her speech: 

Like Adult Fare 
"What are some of the facts about 

radio programs for children? Well- - 
there aren't a great many facts that 
are known. One is that children like 
to listen to the radio -various stud- 
ies have shown that they listen on 
an average of three hours a day. 

is a powerful educational tool for 
children. Some schools use it with 
remarkable success. Few of our local 
schools are equipped to use radio 
in the classrooms, but more and more 
are interested in developing this 
means of adding to the effectiveness 
of their teaching. 

"Now, what do we have on the air 
for children? Of course, it would be 
impossible for me to talk about all 
the children's programs on the air. 
but I would like to tell you some- 
thing about what CBS offers. In the 
first place, CBS does not carry the 
children's juvenile thriller serials. 
Also, we have definite standards con- 
cerning programs broadcast on he 
network for children, and will not 
accept any program which obtains 
its entertainment value at the cost 
of distorted ethical and social re- 
lationships in a manner prejudicial 
to sound character development and 
emotional welfare. A child psychol- 
ogict is retained by CBS for advice 
in this area. 

(Please Turn to Page 32) 
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Q4\Sb HE first time we met J Vance Colvig, he blew 
into a restaurant where 
we were lunching, grabbed a waitress, waltzed her down the narrow aisle between the tables, barked like a dog, told her he was burning with mad desire for her, sat down and ordered a cup of coffee. 

A friend introduced us. Vance leered like Dr a cut a, grabbed our arm, twisted it around his neck and shout- 
ed, "Leave me alone, I tell you," and, turning to the other diners, "She's 
crazy about me - won't leave me alone!" 

By the time his coffee arrived and the waitress had nimbly eluded his clutches, we learned that, naturally, 
Vance was a gag man and radio 
actor, that his father was Pinto 
Colvig, gag man and radio actor; 
and that he always entered restau- rants that way. Then, taking a spoon, 
he dipped it in and out of his coffee, 
holding the handle with both hands 
in the manner of a man rowing a 

VANCE COLVIG CALLS himsell a 
disappointed actor who turned to 
comedy writing. Now the writing 
is helping him get back to his first love, 
acting. -ABC Photo. 

ten to know Vance rather well and 
he no longer goes through quite such 
an elaborate routine. Now he merely 
bites us on the neck, tells us we have 
"dan -n -n -ncing eyes" and begs us to 
fly with him to San Luis Obispo. 

Is Vance Colvig like this because 
he is a gag writer -or is he a gag 
writer because he's like this? We're 
inclined to think the latter. Many a 
gag man is a pretty Gloomy Gus who 
saves his humor for a paying job. 
Vance throws away many a hilarious 
routine on a group of strangers wait- 
ing at a bus stop, merely because he 
feels like entertaining anyone and 
everyone -occasionally even when 
they don't want to be entertained, 
but that's one of the hazards of the 
profession. 

Or maybe it's inherited. His pop, 
Pinto, is a well -known cartoonist, 
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Frankly, We Don't Know. Here's the 
Case History of Vance Colvig, Radio 
Gag Man and Actor. After Reading 
It Maybe You Can Tell Us (and Him) 

By Betty Hammer 
boat and bassoed, "AI yoock neeyem, 
Ai yoock neeyem," in a pretty good rendition of the "Volga Boatman." He borrowed a cigarette from us with the words, "No, thank you -never touch 'em," pretended to pound it into his forehead, pulled it out of his ear, stuck it under his lower lip, struck a match and made as if to light his nose. "Been smoking all my life and they never hurt me a bit," he exclaimed as he banged his knee reflex, rose in the air about two feet and emitted a cloud of smoke and a wheeze that sounded like a ship tear- ing away from its moorings. We learned that he always relaxed with 

coffee and a cigarette that way. 
Calmed Down? 

Since that first meeting, we've got- 

gag man and the voice behind many 
a weird radio and cartoon effect. 
When producers call Colvig senior for 
a part he is unable to take because 
of a previous commitment, he usual- 
ly refers them to Colvig junior and keeps the work in the family. Re- cently, the two worked together on the Frank Morgan show as the voice of "Baldy" the sheep dog (Pinto) 
and 'Filbert" the gopher (Vance) - and in the Capitol record album, 
"Bozo and His Rocket Ship." 

Vance has done the gags for Tom Breneman's "Breakfast in Holly- wood" program for the past four years and has contributed laugh lines to the Jack Kirkwood show, Mel Blanc program, Kay Kyser's "Col- lege," and "Bride and Groom," in 

addition to his free -lance work. He has barked for Asta, the dog in the "Thin Man" pictures, done voices for George Pal Puppetoons, played a pig on "Gildersleeve," a dog on the Dinah Shore show, a rooster on the Sinatra show and Japanese villains 
on "Pacific Story," among many other strange roles. 

"I got my first part when I was six months old," he told us when we asked about his career. "It was a movie for Herbert Hoover's relief mis- sion to Belgium during the last war and it showed a poor little starving Belgian baby as contrasted with a laughing, fat, healthy American 
baby. I was the l a u g h i n g, fat, healthy American baby." Kid roles in movies followed and Vance supplied juvenile laughs in "Mickey McGuire" and "Buster Brown" comedies. 

Can't Tell How Come 
How do you get to be a gag man? 

"I only wish I knew," is Vance's an- 
swer. Every time Breneman mentions 
Vance's name on the air, he receives 
letters from people who want to be- come gag men too. It makes him un- happy, because he'd like to he able 
to say the magic words that lead to radio, but he just doesn't know what 
they are. 

If you who are reading this are incipient gag men, you'll say, "All right then, how did he get started ?" 
And the not -very- glamoious answer is- working in the parking lot at 
NBC. He started button -holing pass- 
ing comedians and selling them gags as the poor fellows rushed to rehearsals. It was Kay Kyser who finally decided that the little guy who kept the boys in the parking 
lot and the big time comedians laughing with his gags and antics 

(Please Turn to Pape 32) 
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By Evelyn Bigsby 

Come Y -J Day and High Water, Your 
"Richfield Reporter" Has Carried 
On Unremittingly for Ten Years 

C4 
Sunday -Friday, 10 p.m. 

NBC -K FI -K FSU 

LEASANT - VOICED 
"Richfield Reporter" John 
Wald has achieved two of 
his greatest ambitions this year: in April he rounded out 

ten years on the famous news pro- 
gram, AND he made a hole in one! 
(After twenty years at golf). 

Placid John admits his golfing 
companions were more excited about 
his feat than he was. Wald calmly 
tossed off the remark, "Why, this 
game is easy!" 

"I'm a phlegmatic p e r s o n," he 
summed up succinctly. But we have 
a sneaking hunch his "Reporter" 
training has made him take a sane 
view of most any event. Wouldn't 
you be tranquil if you had to report 
in unheated manner such world - 
trembling events as V -J Day, D -Day, 
and President Roosevelt's death? 

John Wald, a sandy -haired, ruddy - 
complexioned 180- pounder, six feet 
tall and blue eyed, has made over 
3,000 broadcasts as the "Richfield 
Reporter." He followed Sam Hayer 
in the spot, working first as a team 
with Ken Barton, then with Alan 
Ladd, later with Don Forbes. Since 
the first of this year (and for three 
years during the war) John has 
broadcast as "a single." A world up- 
heaval has happened in the decade 
of his reporting, Wald placing the 
stories most personally interesting 
in the following order: the broadcast 
on V -J Day ( "I almost didn't go on "), 
D -Day, V -E Day, Roosevelt's death, 
and the flood of 1938. 

Page Eight 

Eerie Broadcast 
"I was living at Hermosa Beach 

then," he recalled, "and when the 
waters got precariously high, I had 
to find a place to stay in town so 
I wouldn't miss the show. I remem- 
ber we broadcast with lanterns hang- 
ing around the studio, just in case 
the power went off." 

When Wald originally started with 
"Reporter," world news was break- 
ing at such a furious pace that editor 
Wayne Miller tried to pack as many 
items as possible into the nightly 
broadcast and John tried to spiel off 
his news at the rate of 220 words a 
minute. Since peace has come, he 
has assumed a more leisurely pacé- 
180 to 200 words a minute. 

Wald, whose presentation of the 
news is always unimpassioned, with 
a minimum of alarmism and mor- 
bidity, credits editor Miller for writ- 
ing the broadcasts in newsworthy 
manner. "In reading of a story," 
John enlarged, "I try to give an in- 
telligent, factual account of the inci- 
dent." 

John's schedule calls for him to 
eat seven o'clock dinner with wife 
and fourteen- year -old daughter 
Susan in their Beverly Hills home. 
He reaches NBC at 8 p.m., goes over 
his script, looking up any uncertain 
pronunciations in Webster's Interna- 
tional, then does the Arizona broad- 
cast at 9:30. 

"What do you do after 10:15 ?" 
Wald was questioned. 

"You sound like my wife!" he ex- 
claimed k i d d i n g l y, adding that 
twenty years of night work have 

lets SANDY -HAIRED JOHN WALD not 
only talks nightly to 'Richfield Re- 

porter' fans; annually, when the show tours 
the Pacific Coast, he makes speeches to 
approximately a million in schools, clubs, 
and various organizations. Often he cov- 
ers much ground in little time Example: 
he signed off a Hollywood :flow at 6 p. m., 
hopped a plane and was in San Francisco 
to broadcast "Reporter" that same night. 
(NBC -Elmer Holloway Photo.) 

turned his routine upside down and 
that he seldom goes to bed until 
one o'clock. 

Suppressed Desire 
Golf is John's passion -he plays 

two or three days a week at Riviera 
Country Club. He's also an avid 
reader of New Yorker, Time, Life, and 
Sunset. A native of St. Paul, he was 
staff announcer there in 1929 and 
also played in stock and little theater 
and although he's afraid he's been 
definitely typed now as a news- 
caster (he's played one in fifty pic- 
tures, "Body and Soul" being the 
latest) Wald hungers for an acting 
career and yearns to be a heavy. The 
meager taste he had of portraying 
Japs, Russians, and Chinese on 
NBC's "Pacific Story" served merely 
to accentuate his appetite for acting. 

But then, again, he might have two 
new ambitions: to complete another 
decade as "Richfield Reporter" and to 
make another hole in one. Golfing 
probably gives him leeway to in- 
dulge in cherries jubilee and other 
fancy desserts which are John's 
weakness. A n d newscasting isn't 
exactly dull. One never knows what's 
going to develop in a new script. 

Biggest tongue- twister John's run 
across to date is the name of the 
Russian Dam: Dnepropetrovsk. 


