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Between Ourselves 
HARVEST 

This month many anxious eyes are 
watching the ripening of Canada's "in- 
land seas of golden grain ". Never have 
hopes of harvest been more profound or 
the production of bountiful crops more 
urgently needed by a hungry world. In 
pre -war years the average citizen 
thought of our wheat in terms of its 
value to the Canadian economy. We 
heard little then of the minimum num- 
ber of daily calories essential to human 
survival. Our chief concern was in 
wresting a good crop from such enemies 
as frost, drought, insect pests, rust or 
untimely rains, and thereafter disposing 
of the yield at a fair price. The hazards 
are perennial and must continue to be 
risked, but let us pray that the pro- 
ducts will soon be reaching a world of 
happier peoples blessed with healthy 
appetites indeed, but no longer suffer- 
ing the tragedies of starvation. 

GALLANTRY HONOURED 
It was a proud day for CKY when a 

member of our staff, Captain Nelson 
Gardiner, was decorated with the Mili- 
tary Cross by His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General. "Nels ", who became 
Supervisor of Equipment following his 
discharge from active service in the 
Canadian Army overseas, has told us 
nothing of the particular incident in 
Italy for which his honour was award- 

ed, but modest y is characteristic of 
heroes. We know that he was with the 
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals in 
charge of an advanced cable section. All 
of us who can claim him as a friend and 
who are familiar with his quiet effi- 
ciency are certain that his Military 
Cross was very well earned. 

Incidentally, our thanks are due to 
Public Relations, M.D. 10, for their 
kindness in supplying the photograph 
which is reproduced on page 2. 

GOOD TURNS 

Apart from the wide variety of enter- 
tainment and cultural programmes 
broadcast by CKY in the course of its 
twenty -three years of service to the 
people of Manitoba, there is the long 
list of announcements and talks for 
which time has been donated in support 
of worthy causes. The cash value of 
these contributions might be calculated 
by reference to our records, but no -one 
can assess the amount in terms of bene- 
fit to the community. It is not always 
remembered that much of a station's 
useful duty is performed during some 
of the least pretentious programmes. It 
may be a Red Cross appeal, a reminder 
of the Community Chest, a plug for the 
Boy Scouts, the Humane Society, or a 
helpful word relating to veterans' re- 
habilitation: it is all in the day's rou- 
tine. 
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"FOR BRAVERY IN ITALY" 

Captain D. N. Gardiner being presented with the Military Cross by 
His Excellency Field Marshal Alexander. 

Canadian Army Photo 
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The listener Writes .... SHE'S THE DOCTOR! 

Any broadcasing organization appreciative of its 
opportunities for public service welcomes letters 
from its critics. They are usually indicative of a 
lively interest in some portion of the programme. 
Critics may condemn some of the things they hear, 
but at least they listen. Broadcasting has more to 
fear from complacency than from the sharpest 
criticism, fair or otherwise. 

WHO AGREES ? -"I wonder if you 
can please persuade the musical direc- 
tor of the 7 a.m, to 8 a.m. programme 
to drop those terrible musical depravi- 
ties that we have had too much of late- 
ly, and to replace them with music that 
grown -up people can enjoy . . . . " - 
Winnipeg. 

NOT THIS LISTENER -"I like the 
peppy music in Jeff Hogwood's morning 
programmes. . . "Winnipeg. 

CONTENTED CROONER 

Buddy Clark is featured vocalist with 
Percy Faith and the orchestra on the 
"Carnation Contented" programme. He's 
an ex -G.I. 

"Carnation Contented Hour " -CKX- 
Mondays, 9 p.m. 

Charlotte Manson 

Playing the part of Dr. Carson Mc- 
Vickar in the "Road of Life" serial, Miss 
Manson values her acting ability more 
than her beauty -and she is well provid- 
ed with both. "Road of Life" is broad- 
cast by CKY from the C.B.C.'s Trans- 
Canada network at 10 a.m. Mondays 
through Fridays. 

SPORTS COLLEGE 
HAS LARGE AUDIENCE 

"Sports College of the Air (initiated 
in cooperation with the National Council 
of the Y.M.C.A. of Canada) began on 
July 29, 1944... We feel confident that 
it reaches a specialized audience of not 
less than 500,000 listeners a week and 
this, I may say, without any special 
inducements or $64 questions. . . ." 

-Witness at Special Committee on 
Radio Broadcasting, Ottawa. 

* * * 

BLEAK HOUSE 

Dickensians, and there are many in 
Canada, should enjoy the current BBC 
serial dramatizing "Bleak House ". CBC 
-CKY, Tuesdays, at 10.00 p.m. 
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Goodbye to Berlin 
By 1). R. P 

Elsewhere in this series I have re- 
ferred to the "friendly" welcome given 
British, American and Canadian troops 
on their arrival in Berlin and to the 
cooperation which the citizens seemed 
anxious to press upon us. In what mea- 
sure these demonstrations were sincere 
and how much was prompted by a feel - 
ing that our presence was preferable to 
exclusively Russian occupation and 
might lead somehow to improved condi- 
tions, could not be determined. In our 
democratic manner we were mostly in- 
clined, I think, to give our beaten enemy 
the benefit of the doubt, though we 
could scarcely be unaware of our im- 
portance as a potential source of two 
very coveted commodities, viz: cigar- 
ettes and chocolate bars. In purchasing 
power the former were equivalent to at 
least four marks apiece, and the latter 
to about twenty marks per five -cent bar, 
with the value of marks at forty to the 
pound sterling. Inasmuch as both arti- 
cles were plentifully available in our 
canteen rations, not to mention gift par- 
cels from home, we were not to be de- 
spised as possible providers of these 
otherwise unobtainable luxuries. 

On one of our jeep journeys to down- 
town Berlin we several times lost our 
way among the ruins, due to the de- 
struction of street signs and sometimes 
to the complete disappearance of the 
streets themselves. When we would stop 
to ask a German civilian for direction, 
he would fall all over himself to explain 
the route and in a few moments would 
be joined by a dozen or more citizens of 
both sexes, all volubly advising us and 
vying with each other in their efforts 
to assist. On such occasions we were 
often sorry we had enquired. 

One afternoon a cyclist, carrying a 
baby girl in pink pull -overs tied to his 
machine, insisted upon personally con- 
ducting us to our destination. Pedalling 
hard to keep ahead of our jeep he pant- 
ed along for the best part of a mile and 
when he reached the place we were 
seeking, and we presented the infant 
with half a bar of chololate, his almost 
grovelling gratitude was embarrassing. 

Such a scene in any conditions would 
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tend to arouse one's sympathies, but in 
the midst of such desolation and so 
much misery it could almost obscure 
memories of the unspeakable cruelties 
perpetrated by the rulers of these peo- 
ple -and probably applauded by them - 
when their nation was riding high wide 
and handsome through Europe. Thus I 
found it frequently in Berlin -a repeat- 
ed conflict of emotions between pity, 
perhaps quite misplaced, and a sterner, 
possibly more practical view, that these 
beaten people deserved all that had be- 
fallen them. Judgment in such cases, as 
one of my Polish friends in Berlin re- 
minded me, is the prerogative of those 
who have suffered, rather than of itin- 
erant correspondents who are merely in- 
specting the effects of war. 

Canadian Barracks 

Our Canadian Composite Battalion 
had what appeared to be comfortable 
quarters in a brick building occupying 
almost an entire block on the outskirts 
of residential Berlin, near Elster Platz 
and on the eastern edge of Grunewald 
Forest. Far though it was from the 
centre of the city, the building bore 
scars of machine gun bullets and shell 
splinters. There seemed to be adequate 
provision for keeping our boys healthy 
in mind and body. Educational classes 
and drill parades were to run on alter- 
nate mornings, the afternoons being re- 
served for conducted tours of Berlin in 
Army vehicles and for sports activities. 
Canadians were to have free use of the 
nearby nineteen courts of the Interna- 
tional Tennis Club and of some very fine 
swimming pools, besides sharing with 
Americans and British the giant sta- 
dium in which the Olympic Games were 
held in 1936. 

True, the stadium was not in perfect 
repair. Bombs had pitted the track and 
infield. I sat in with an Army sports 
committee in the Canadian barracks one 
afternoon and heard a serious debate on 
the advisability of running the 440 - 
yards dash in a forthcoming meet. 
Longer runs were off, due to bomb cra- 
ters in the track. The 440 -yard length 
was clear, but could the runners stop 
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just beyond the finish line to avoid fall- 
ing into a pit which could not be filled 
in time for the big day? This pit had 
been made by a bomb which had plung- 
ed through the track to an underground 
tunnel formerly used by the athletes to 
enter the arena. It was decided that al- 
though disappearance of the runners 
shortly after breasting the tape might 
amuse the spectators, such an addition 
to the sports programme was not pro- 
vided for in the rules, so could not be 
permitted. 

Thus, in the colossal stadium which 
had been the Nazi's pride; in which the 
banners of all nations had once mingled 
with the Swastika in a riot of colour; 
and in which the world's top athletes 
had contended -the running races were 
restricted this day to 220 yards, due to 
circumstances over which Mr. Hitler had 
no control! 

Church Parades 

The first Protestant church parade of 
Canadian occupation troops in Berlin 
was held in the Martin Luther Church 
near the barracks. The edifice was by 
no means beautiful, having an unpleas- 
ing arrangement of three pyramidal 
steeples on a square tower. Inside, the 
pews were painted battleship grey. 
There was a portable organ. The high 
narrow windows were out, much of the 

Canadians inspect 
the wrecked 
Hercules Fountain, 
Berlin. 

"A thunderbolt came 
down from heaven 
and its bolt crashed 
through the air . . . 

-Death scene in 
"The Labours of 
Hercules." 

Canadian Army Photo. 

plaster was stripped and there were 
other indications of war damage. Above 
the altar was a cross, about ten feet 
high, of white porcelain or translucent 
glass. Some 200 soldiers of the Argyle 
and Sutherland and Loyal Edmonton. 
regiments were singing "Eternal Father 
Strong to Save" when I entered. The 
service was brief and when it concluded 
and I had watched the troops march 
away with their pipe band, I boarded 
an Army truck and raced round a cou- 
ple of blocks to be present at the first 
Canadian Catholic parade, at "Kathause 
Kirche Salvator ". There, a unit of the 
Fusiliers Mont Royal and numerous 
civilians packed the stucco building to 
the doors. 

One could not help thinking of the 
circumstances which brought conquerors 
and the conquered together in commun- 
ity of worship on these occasions, add- 
ing yet more to the many mixed but un- 
forgettable impressions of a sojourn in 
Berlin- impressions which when I left 
the battered city a few days later were 
still, as Kipling says, "changing pickets 
in my head" and causing me to rumin- 
ate on many things -the awful wastage 
of war, and the immense tasks of re- 
construction, material, physical and 
spiritual, challenging the human family 
throughout the world. 
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A1a#uEo4a Memo4ies - - 6 
Pioneers at Play 

By NELL ,JIAC VI( 'AR 

Pioneering in Red River, or Winnipeg 
as it is now called, was not all hard 
work in the late sixties and the seven- 
ties. It was just a small settlement with 
Fort Garry as the centre of interest. 

Main Street was only a trail at first 
with, later, one plank as a side -walk; 
the mud was like glue, and candles or 
oil lamps were used. There was (with 
luck in the weather) one mail a week. 
There were no banks, no insurance of- 
fices, no lawyers, one policeman and 
NO TAXES. Blissful days! 

Home -making and home -keeping were 
the chief interests. People made their 
own fun, and being a friendly lot of 
settlers, they apparently had plenty of 
it. One old timer in his 81st year, re- 
membering those old days, wrote the 
following verse: 

"Give me the good old days again, 
When hearts were true and manners plain, 
When boys were boys till fully grown, 
And baby bells were never known; 
When doctors' bills were light and few. 
Lawyers had not much to do." 

All sorts of clubs were formed: base- 
ball, cricket and skating. The first skat- 
ing carnival was held in 1875: a very 
grand affair. The military units had 
Literary Clubs but seem to have speci- 
fied more in plays than in reading. They 
catered to that ever present creature, 
"the tired business man" and went in 
for melodrama and comedy. For in- 
stance, "The Child of Circumstance or 
The Long Lost Father ", "Barney the 

- , 

-7.11_ 
Manitoba's First Legislature. 

The A. G. Bannatyne house, on Main Street, 
Winnipeg-1871-73. 

Baron" and "Pipkin's Rustic Retreat ", 
sound as though they might be pretty 
hilarious, full of laughs and thrills that 
packed the halls with settlers ready for 
both. 

New Year's was the greatest day of 
all. Festivities lasted all day and well 
into the following morning. The twenty - 
fourth of May, the Queen's birthday, 
was the big sports day. People gathered 
from all points, Portage la Prairie, Lake 
Winnipeg and as far as Pembina. Horse 
racing was the big excitement. Descrip- 
tions of some of the races are really 
quite thrilling and the men were proud 
of their racers. The track was usually 
from Fort Garry down what is now 
Main Street. What happened when it 
rained, the old records do not say. The 
place must have been a quagmire. 

The first large ball was given in 
Winnipeg by the Ontario and Quebec 
Rifle Regiments. It was held in a large 
hall owned by Andrew McDermott at the 
foot of Post Office Street, now known 
as Lombard Street. There were three 
hundred invitations issued and practic- 
ally that many attended. All the beauty 
and fashion of Winnipeg danced until 
daylight. Men so far out -numbered the 
women that the latter were kept on their 
feet continuously. Dancing for them 
was something of an endurance test. A 
very old programme printed in the 
press of those days shows thirty -two 
dances: schottisches, lancers, cotillions 
and strathspeys, for which a military 
band furnished the music. For the Red 
River Jig, fiddlers were provided. 

"Nothing to Wear" 
Clothes were so difficult to get that 

women were sometimes hard put to it 
for something to wear in the evening. 
Shoes were the worst problem and it 
was not an uncommon sight to see men 
and women in evening dress, wearing 
mocassins. Dresses had to be ordered 
from England and took a year to arrive 
in the far West. Women sent their 
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Radio Appeal 

Always active in promoting good causes, The Happy Gang helped again in 
the National Clothing Collection. Here, Toronto's Mayor Robert A. Saunders is 
making a network appeal in The Happy Gang programme, with Bert Pearl (left) 
looking on. The Happy Gang, now on summer vacation, will return to the air 
September 2nd. 

exact measurements, colour of hair and 
complexion; then trusted to luck that 
the colour and style of dress would be 
suitable when received. 

The high light of social life in Win- 
nipeg was reached during the visit of 
the Governor -General Lord Dufferin, 
and Lady Dufferin. All sorts of gaities 
took place. The Lieutenant -Governor 
and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Morris, gave 
a ball at Government House. It was 
apparently a huge success. In her diary, 
Lady Dufferin tells of how well it went 
off, and that the women were all so 
well dressed; the dancing just as in Ot- 
tawa or London. 

The opening of the first local Legis- 

lature, held in March, 1871, was quite a 
brilliant social function. It was held in 
a building on Main Street built by A. 
G. Bannatyne. The interior for this oc- 
casion was handsomely decorated. The 
Lieut.-Governor had a guard of 100 men 
of the Ontario Rifles, all in court uni- 
forms. The ladies turned out in their 
best finery and the squaws followed 
their example. They appeared in their 
finest regalia: Hudson's Bay blankets, 
feathers, beads and paint. It must have 
been a colourful sight worth seeing. 

Altogether the early pioneers didn't 
fare so badly for amusement and excite- 
ment. 
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