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Decemben 20, 1978

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

MERRY CHRISTMAS and happy holidays to each and every member of the WGN

Continental pamily!

As we entern the new yean, 1 would Like to take this opportunity to thank
you for your many contrnibutions and for the progress our company made Ln

1978.

To you and all those dear to you, may 1 extend my warnmest wishes for the

holidays and for a new year that brings you much good health and happiness.



VELLO NICKQLAQU JOINS WGN TELEVISION

AS ON-AIR PROMOTION MANAGER

VELLO NICKOLAOU, a former WGN Television intean, has been named
ON-ATR PROMOTION MANAGER. 1In his new capacity for Television 9,
he will be nesponsible for producing and scheduling all on-air
promotional spoxts, and will report to PAUL KELVYN, program manager,

who made the announcement.

A native of Battle Creek, Michigan, Nickolaou holda a B.A. degree
in TeLevision-Radio-Film Communications grom the University of
Michigan. During has Last two years at the University, he was

an independent video and §ikm producer and was an associate producer
fon the High Point Center forn the Handicapped in Ann Arnbor where he
produced instructional and promotional video tapes forn statewide

distrubution.




DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES -- CONGRATULATIONS!

Mwiiel J. Fuwlong Daniel E. Friederich
Secnetany/TV Proghamming Television Engineen
20 yeans - December 1 10 years - December §

Donald K. Brennecke Joseph DiCanio
TV/Engineen Grounds Maintenance
10 years - December 15 5 yeans - Decembern 18



INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Everyone in the WGN "gamily" and ROBERT P. IRVING, who supervises the PIERRE ANDRE
progham that stanted on Aprdl 1, 1963, WELCOMES the following students grom various
wilvernsities. The cwuient necipients will be assigned to a given area for 13 weeks.

>

Jan BrousiAis Kevin Collins

(Community Affains) (TV Production)
University of Wisconsin Ohio University of Athens-

¥

Endic Lewdis
(TV Production) ’
University of 12L. Cinele

Kathteen Fanning
(Community Affairns)
Nornthwestern
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Seth Krugliak Frances Smith
(TV Programming/Promotion) (Newsroom)

Undivernsity of Michigan Mundelein College



SPORTS CORNER

On Wednesday, December 13th the WGN Bombers beat the Sun-Times 67-53 to stay
In first place in the media league basketball tournament.

First round concluded WednesdaK December 20 against CBSa with a score of 73 (WGN)
and 62 CBS. WGN IS THE FIRST dUND CHAMPION.

WGN MEDIA LEAGUE SCHEDULE 2nd ROUND

All games on WEDNESDAYS --- Lake Shore Park - Chicago & Lake Shore Drive
Januvary 17 8 p.m. Ichabods

Januarv 24 8 p.m. WLS

Janua. 31 8 p.m. Tribune

February 7 7 p.m. Elis

February 14 7 p.m. Sun Times

February 21 7 p.m. CBS

February 28 Bye

MARCH: PLAYOFFS TO BE SCHEDULED

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS

FIRST PLACE: "The Lockout"
Doug Challos, Night Supervisor

SECOND PLACE: "Bath Night"
Vernon Plettau, Engineer

THIRD PLACE: "Red Red"
Edwin Archambault, Engineer

HONORABLE MENTION: '"Hollyhocks'" - Maxine Joachim, Arts & Facilities

"Air Show: - Al Jones, Engineer

OSHA

The Osha Committee asks that any employee qualified to administer cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR), please call Vivian Pappas on extension 465.

TO ALL EMPLOYEES - "HAPPY HOLIDAYS"

Just a reminder that DAN PECARO has invited all of us to a holiday lunch and get~
together for an opportunity to wish one another a healthy, happy and prosperous

New Year on Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (6:30-8:00 p.m. for the evening shift)
in Studio 2.




BAKE SALE A BIG SUCCESS

The Bake Sale Committee was pleased to present Wally Phillips with a check in the
amount of $600.00, payable to the Neediest Kids Christmas Furd, as a result of our
1978 Bake Sale on December 4th.

We really appreciate the work done by the WGN employees, not only in the baking
but in the buying and to all others who helped make it a success.

Thank you.

RECIPE CORNER

CHICKEN MARYLAND 13 x 9 x 2 pan

4 chicken breasts, skinned and boned -- divided in half
1 pkg. Uncle Bens Long Grain & Wild Rice with seasonings

1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 can cream of celery soup

Dilute these with 1 can white wine (soup cans) - 1/2 can milk and 1/2 cup
melted butter. Canned mushrooms may be added if desired (drained).

Pour 1/2 of this mixture with box of rice. Lay in bottom of pan. Place chicken
breasts on rice. Pour remaining liquid over all ---— sprinkle generously with
parmesan cheese.

Bake uncovered 275 degree oven for 3 hours. Allow to sit a few minutes before
serving.

THE HAPPINESS CAKE

1 cup of kind deeds
1 ‘eup: good rhaughts 1 cup of consideration

2 cups of sacrifices o
3 cups of forgivesness of others 2 cups of our own faults (well beaten)

Mix thoroughly. Add tears of joy, sorrow, and sympathy. Flavor with love and
kindly service. Fold in 4 cups of prayer, faith and enthusiasm. Spread all into
your daily life, blend well with human kindness.

Serve with a smile at all times, and it will satisfy the hunger of many people
less fortunate than ourselves.

FOR SALE: 3 piece Sofa Group --- Blue Fun Fur - 2 years old —- $200.00
or best offer. New $800. Rick - ext. 215

NEED A NEW FILTER for your April-Aire humidifier? Call Jim. ext. 302.

Painting and decorating ---- reasonable -- Russ at Ro.3-8515 or Ca. 7-1181



"A HOUSE DIVIDED":
ATRS ON TELEVISION 9 DECEMBER 2§

Special Repornt on the Changes Ain Congress

A new breed of politicians arrived in force 4in Washington as a result of
the 1 Atical upheaval we Loosely call Watergate. On Thuwsday evening, December
28, frnom 7:30-8:30 pm., WGN TeLevision 9 will present a special report on how
the House o4 Representatives, with no common purpose and no common discipline,

has become "A House Divided."

For decades the U.S. House operated as an efficient Legislative machine
with veteran committee chairman dictating the voting outeome of all key Lssues.
But Watengate changed all that. With the class of '74 came a record number 04
{neshman congressmen and women--the youngest House since World War IT - who
dared to challenge the Long standing House Leadership and brashly inaugurated
far neaching institutional and procedwral rneforms. And that freshman-senion
division hasn't been resolved yet.

The nesult? Parnty discipline has all but disappeared. A new breed of
politician has aviived: young, independent, rebellious o party Leadership, and
nesponsible only to their own constituents. Morale is at an extremely Low ebb.

This special repornt, produced by Capital Cities Communications, geatuwres
executive producer and Peabody Award winner Dick Hubert, producer Mike Joseloff
and veteran White House television corrnespondent Nancy Dickerson. Ms. Dickerson
takes viewens into the back offices of the House and on the campaign trhail where
the men and women who make our nation's Raws offer thein personal insights and
neactions to the crnises which threaten the very core of the U.S. system of

rhepresentative government.



FAMILY SPECIAL "IT CAN'T HAPPEN TO ME"

TO AIR DECEMBER 30 ON WGN TELEVISION

Prognam Addresses Teenage ALcohof Problem

"1t Can't Happen to Me," the story of two feenagerns coming Lo grnips with
the problems of aleoholism and aleohol abuse, will be seen on WGN Television 9

Saturday evening, December 30, grom 7:30-8 pm.

The progham dramatizes how a teenage girl allows herself to be Led into
the dark realm of aleoholism through peern pressure and her own sel§-doubts
about social acceptance. Soon after taking £o akeohol, she ginds that what
she has been using to help her cope 4s now preventing her from coping at all .
A tragic accident to one of her friends jokts hen back into reality and onto
the noad to nehabilitation.

"t Can't Happen to Me" speaks to both young people and adults. With the
stantling nise of teenage akcoholism (nearky one-fifth of all teenagerns have
a drninking probLem acconding to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare),
it is a sobering study of what can happen when a feenagen thies to nelieve
socdlal unease through a bottle.

The thinty-minute story starns Vincent Van Patten, Lisa Geritsen and

Diana Muldaur. 1t has been recommended by the National Council on Alcoholism.



BELATED BIRTHDAY WISHES to:

Steve Quast - December 1§ Don MilLen - December 20
Bud ELlingwood - Decemben 19 Dan Bray - Decembenr 20
Phil Abella - December 19 _ Aleyna Larner - Decemben 21
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to:

Chuck Hennry - Decemben 22 Kay Joyce - Januany 1
Sue Petiz - December 22 Ed Sullivan - January 2
Ernin Wendonrg - December 22 Geonge Baczynsky January 2
Robent Nedberg - Decemben 23 Jim Loughman - January 3
Joe Dilanio - December 23 Martha Hoover - January 3
Dick trlenbach - Decemben 26 Fred Buwmeman - January 4
Ruby Anu. son - December 29 Jim Holland - January 4
Dan Seltze. - December 29 Doug Chatlos - Januarny 6
Frank Hollich - December 30 Jennigen Canter January 6
Joe Smith - Decembern 31 Ray Kirk - Januarny 7

CONGRATULATIONS

Our heartiest CONGRATULATIONS go to RICHARD N. SANDEFUR who has been designated
as Engineer-In-Charge in the radio operational area, effective December 15th.

FAREWELL and GOOD LUCK to ROBERT W. PERKINS, Engineer-In-Charge in the radio
operational area, who retires on January 1, 1979. Bob retires after 43 years
of service with our company and we wish him all the best in the years to come.

PLEASE CORRECT LOTTIE KEARNS phone extension from 420 to 240.

PAYROLL HAS NEW PHONE NUMBERS -- ANN LEISCHNER - ext. 500
PAT GOLATA - ext. 501
MYRA ABBRUSCATO ext. 502

NOTICE FROM PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT

1979 ID Cards are now available. Please turn in your 1978 ID and a new one will be
issued to you.

SYMPATHY
DEEPEST SYMPATHY to the following on the loss of dear omnes:

Don Albert on the death of his father-in-law, Charles Lascola.
John Dial on the death of his mother, Corine Dial and to
Joanne Williams Spriggs on the death of her mother, Vida Williams.

CHRISTMAS CARDS — Please don't throw them out.

Send them to NORINE SMITH....they will be delivered to an orphanage or senior
citizen's home and put to good use. THANKS,

RAY RAYNER says.... 'Most women don't mind Yule shopping - they charge right ahead."

and "At Christmas, what the kids would like is something that will
separate the men from the toys!"



A Little information about CHANNUKAH for
our Jewish friends.

This Festival marks the restornation of the
Hoty Temple at Jerusalem and the miracle
which ocewuvied at that time, the provision
0f sanctified 0il for the Holy Light,
commemorated with the Lighting of Channukah
candles for eight nights. Thus, in addition
to oun traditional greetings of the season,

we add this --
HAPPY CHANNUKAH.

We believe people are happien at
Chnistmas than at any other time

0f the yean because they are 40

busy bringing happiness to otherns...
14 this is true at Christmas, why
isn't it a good program forn all of

us to follLow durnding 1979.



DePaul University Viagazine

Enroliment Reaches All-time High of 12,149

When the school bell rang on Sept. 18,
the university welcomed 12,600 students,
1,000 more than registered the previous
autumn. Even ‘hen stabilized after drops
and additions, znrollment stood at a
record-breaking 12,149, as compared
with last autumn’s stabilized figure of
11.366.

Rev. Thomas P. Munster, C.M., di-
rector of admissions, attributed the in-
crease —in a period of normally declining
enrollments —to a number of factors.

“The quality of our programs has be-
come better known," he said. ‘‘Larger
numbers of students have visited our new
campus, our counsellors continucd to
visit a large number of high schools, and
our literature has provided students the
factual, career-oriented information they
need and want. Also, we extended our
use of the College Entrance Examination
Board's SEARCH, a computerized pro-
gram that matches students’ interests
with- university programs and lifestyles.
And, of course, the Blue Demons great
performance and the national publicity it
generated didn't hurt.”

But numbers were only a small part of
the story. Administrators reported that
the quality of the students, based on na-
tional ACT and SAT tests, was also
higher.

Dr. Edward Allemand, dean of the De-
Paul College, the university's general
education division, reported that enroll-
ment in that division was up from 324 last
fall to 466 this year, and, more impor-
tantly, 121 of the 466 had comprehensive
ACT scores exceeding 25. The national
average is 18.4.

Half of the freshman liberal arts stu-
dents declared majors and the largest
number named biology. Dr. Robert
Griesbach, chairman of the Department
of Biological Sciences, said that 40% of
the biology majors were pre-medical stu-
dents, 25% medical technology, some
10% predentistry and a small group pre-
pharmacy and pre-veterinary medicine
—the latter one of the most difficult pro-
fessions to enter because of the small
number of schools offering professional
training in this field. Marine and en-
vironmental biology attracted a good

continued on page 4
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Board of Trustees Welcomes Three
Chicagoans to Membership

Three distinguished Chicagoans, two
of them alumni, were welcomed to mem-
bership on the Board of Trustees at its
September meeting in the Frank J. Lewis
Center.

They are Very Rev. Hugh Francis
O’Donnell, C.M., provincial, Vincentian
Fathers and Brothers, Province of the
Mid-West: Daniel T. Pecaro, president,
WGN Continental Broadcasting, and
Anderson M. Schweich, president and
chief executive officer, Chicago Met-
ropolitan Mutual Assurance Company.

Father O'Donnell, a native Chicagoan,
grew up in the shadow of St. Vincent de
Paul church. He took his undergraduate
degree from St. Mary's seminary, Per-
ryville, Mo.: his M.A. from DePaul Uni-
versity: M.L.S., Catholic University,
Washington, and the S.T.L. and S.T.D.,
University of Fribourg, Switzerland.

Trustee Schweich took his undergrad-
uate degree from Loyola University and
did graduate studies at Northwestern
University. He holds the S.E.P. from the
Graduate School of Business, Stanford
University. In addition to his business
interests, he is director of many insurance
and banking organizations as well as the
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Na-
tional Alliance of Businessmen, Junior
Achievement, Operation PUSH and Joint

Negro Appeal, and holds membership on
the Mayor's Council of Manpower and
Economic Advisors, the Stanford Club of
Chicago, NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, and the Chicago Eco-
nomic Development Commission. He is
married and lives in Chicago.

Trustee Pecaro graduated in 1950 from
DePaul's College of Commerce. After
five years as a teacher and sports coach in
the Chicago public school system, he
joined WGN Radio. He successively rose
in the corporate structure and in May,
1975 was named president and chief
executive officer in charge of the entire
broadcast operations of the company.
While program manager of WGN Televi-
sion, the station produced several
award-winning, live serics that were syn-
dicated internationally. During the period
1962 through 1967. under his leadership,
the station won 22 Emmy awards. He
serves on the Television Board of Direc-
tors of the National Association of
Broadcasters, one of fifteen persons in
the industry elected to this board. A na-
tive Chicagoan, he lives with his wife,
Nancy. and two sons, Tim and Dan, in
Chicago.

The Board of Trustees is corporate
head of the university, and manages its
cducational, fiscal and other business
matters.



CHICAGO ST. UNIV.
DIV. OF CULTURAL STUDI

AWARD OF MERIT
PRESENTED T0

er Nuno
WON T

For Quality programs

focusing on
the Latino Community.




A PRAYER FOR JOY

God give me joy in (he commeon things:

In the dawn that lures, the eve that sings;

In the new grass sparkling after the rain.
In the late wind’s wild and weird refrain:

In the springtime’s spacious field of gold,
In the previous light by winter doled.

Give me joy in the love of friends,

In their dear home talk as summer ends;

In the songs of children. unrestrained:

In (he sober wisdom age has gained.

Give me joy in the tasks that press,

In the memories that burn and bless:

In the thought that life has love to spend.
In the faith that God's at journey’s end.

Give me joy in the common things!



"GREAT EXPECTATIONS",
A SPECTAL HOLIDAY FILM PRESENTATION
ON WGN TELEVISION JANUARY 1

Michael ' nk and Sanah MiLes Head ALL-Star Cast

"Great Expectations," one of the best known and most widely Loved of alk

the Charles Dickens novels, premieres on WON TelLevision § Monday night, January

1, 1979 at § pm. Michael York and Sarah Miles head a brilliant cast of inter-
national favorites in this 1974 §ilm, the gist new production of the classdic

stony sdince the memorable 1946 versdion became one of the all-time greats of the
screen.

Other stans 4include James Mason, Margaret Leighton, Robert Morley, Anthony
Quayle, Andrew Ray, Joss Ackland, James Faulknern and Rachel Robents.

"Great Expectations' tells the story of Pip, one of the most immortal of
fictional charactens and the embodiment o4 everny boy's dreams and ambitions.
Pip 4s an onphan who {8 newarded in Later Life for an act of kindness pernformed
in his youth. This act of kindness, helping an escaped convict, Leads Pip to
become an educated gentfeman.

The screenplay for "Great Expectations" was written by Shewman Yellen whife
Academy Award winner Mawrice Jarnre composed the musical score. "Great Expecta-
tions" was produced by Robent Fryern and directed by Joseph Hardy.

This WGN Televisdion holiday premiene will be §ully sponsored by Talman
Federal Savings and Loan, who will bring the presentation to the television

audience with Limited commencial interruption.

(mone)
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WGN TELEVISION TO AIR
"The 90th ANNUAL TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE"

The Workd's most spectacularn pageant, "The 90th Annual Touwwament of
Roses Parade," will be telecast Live from Pasadena on New Year's Day,
1979, at 10:30 am on WGN TelLevision 9. In addition, a special hour-

Long Pre-Parade Special will begin at 9:30 am.

Channel 9 will replay the entire parade again grom 6-8 pm, New Year's
Day, forn those viewens who may have sfLept Late orn who may want o see

the parnade anew.

Veteran broadcasten BilL Welsh will host the telecast forn this, his
315t consecutive year. He will be joined by the famous dancer, actress,
and singer Canol Lawrence and Gary Coleman, the young, new television

stan of "Different Strokes."

In a kaleidoscope of colon, this yean's 59 parnticipating gloats will
contain tens of millions of fresh fLowerns glown in grom all parts of
the workd to be assembled fon the event. ALL §loat designs are gudided
by the 1979 "Towwnament of Roses Parade" theme, "Our Wondergul Workd of

Sponts."

The Rose Parade Grand Marshall will be one of the founderns of the Parade,
Lathrop Leishman.
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with the White Sox may bring him
closer to his goal.

Veeck admits making a mistake in
hiring Larry Doby to replace Bob
Lemon last June 30.

Regarding Doby’s brief tenure,
Veeck says, ‘I took a man away from
doing what he does best: instruct hit-
ters. i . ed him to manage. It didn't
work out.”

Lemon’s White Sox won 34 games
and lost 40; Doby's won 37 and lost
50, though injuries to key players hurt
Larry’s chances of making the club
respectable.

Kessinger’s career took him through
some ups-and-downs with the Cubs.
His second full season, 1966, was Leo
Durocher’s first, and Kessinger said
that most of the basics in the game he
learned from Leo. But Durocher gave
him some heartaches, too — particu-
larly at the start of Leo’s career as
field leader when he announced that
the club seemed weak at shortstop.

Kessinger had batted only .201 as a
rookie despite making all the plays
afield. It may have been that remark
that spurred Kessinger on to hitting
274 in '66. Three years later, when
the Cubs made their celebrated run at
the title that the Mets swept away from
them, Kessinger-desperately needed
rest but said nothing.

On one occasion with barely a
month left, a newsman asked
Durocher, who was shaving at the
time, *Does anyone on the club need a
rest?” -

Durocher, with his flair for the dra-
matic, put down the razor and said,
“C’'mon. Let’s find out.”

He called every player out of the
shower. Others stood in various stages
of undress at the lockers. And Leo

said, “Go ahead. Ask ’em.”
The reporter repeated the question.
Nobody said a word, and Leo stalked

back to his quarters, remarking,
“There’s your answer. Nobody's
tired.”

But as Kessinger put it long after-
ward, “We were.”
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Love your blessings
while it still counts

HEY MET in a singles bar. Sometimes it
works. It was the night before Halloween,
1975, a rainy night on Division Street. Jack
Edwards went into She-nannigans for a beer.

«T used to go into the bars a lot;” Edwards will
say now, now that she is dead. “I lived In Sandburg
for a while, and I used to comb the streets just g
about every night. 1 was 32 years old and I didn’t
row what 1 warted. That night in She-nanmigans I

d ) 3
] Her name was Kathy. She was drinking a beer.
She was 26. Jack Edwards talked to her.

‘It was noisy,” he will say now. “There was
music, and people were yelling for drinks. T just
thought that I had to get her away from there. |
Looking back on it now, I think o_f all my time
the bars, and 1 think, this really isn’t the way to
live, is it?” - 3%

He got her telephone number. Two nights later
they went out. Three weeks after that he asked

marry him.
he‘rl\/g(;rry m};?” she said. She was clearly sh‘o,cked.

“] want you to think about it,” he sald’., “I’'m nof -
getting any younger, and neither are you.”

1 don’t know, with your background . « » she
said.

HE HAD NEVER seemed to stay very long with a
job. He had been a social worker, he. had Worked in
a 7-11 store, he had worked on a cruise ship; now
he sold insurance for Prudential. »

She wasn't sure about it, but they did it. She !
worked in the advertising department of WG vi-
sion: he stayed with the insurance company. ey
bought a house in Bolingbrook. The singles bars days
were behind them; they had started to make a life.

A few weeks ago they went to Acapulco for a va-
cation. Upon their return, Jack Edwards had some
stomach troubles and stayed home from work. Kathy
called him one afternoon. ; TP

“Jack, 1 know you don’t feel good,” she said. ‘But
I fell down. I passed out. I don’t know why. I think
you'd better come get me.” .

By the time he arrived, she was vomiting and hav-
ing severe headaches. She tried to speak, and her
sentences were mixed up. .

In the emergency room, she said, “Jack, am I go-
ing to die?” :

He thought she was being silly. He thought she
had caught a bug in Mexico.

or 5, 1978 Section 2

BUT SHE HAD to stay in the hospital, end the
headaches got worse. Her sentences went back ds.

He sat by her hospital bed, First she fost the abili-
{y to speak; ther the lost the use of hor right hand.
Ghe blinked her eyes.at him. He thought she was
trying to tell him something.

He looked around, and ripped & page out of a book
about bullfighting. He handed it to her. She tried to

S8

“tf I could go back
again, { woud oo
everything ditferently.
{ would let her know
how muchshemeant
tome.’

write something on the page. The scrawl was barely
readable.

It was one word. It read, “Happy.”

Jack Edwards began to scream and yell. The
nurses and doctors answered his panic just before
Kathy lost consciousness. He kissed her hands and
took the rings from her fingers. He went to the hos-
pital chapel and promised God that if He let her
live, he would carry her around in his arms for the
rest of her life.

Kathy Edwards died of a cerebral hemorrhage.
She was 29.

«I REMEMBER the last time she walked out the
door to go to work,” Jack Edwards will say now.
«You don't even kiss your wife goodbye. It happened
so suddenly . . . she was walking out the door and
happy, and now she’s dead.

1 ‘wish 1 were a writer. I'd like fo take some
space out in the newspaper and write something
about her. We weren’t so special, I know . . . I'm
just a little insurance man. But when semeone
makes your life so good, you just hate to let her
leave the world without some kind of memorial to
let people know she was alive.

«What would I say? I guess I'd tell people to ook
over at their husbands and wives and say to them-
selves, ‘My God, look what 1 have here.” People take
so much for granted,.it’s as if they think everyone
is going to live forever, and they can put off their
love and their appreciation until they have time.

“HERE I AM, saying these things about Kathy to-
day, and it seems that I never said them to her
when she was alive. She’d have to come to me with
the kisses. I'm sitting home alone at night now, and
I see her in the hallways. I see the furniture we
bought, and I see her sitting beside me on the
couch. . . .

“If I could go back again, I would do everything
differently. T would let her know how much she
meant to me. But I can’t do that, and it seems like
the only thing I can do is try to make other people
know it. Look at your hushand. Look at your wife. If
you think you have things pretty nice, say it out
loud. Don’t assume that they’re going to bhe there
forever. Someday they're going to walk out the door
and never come back again. I didn’t think of any of
this until Kathy was dead. It’s too late for me. It’s

»
not too late for others. PEERCE G S
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Wally Phitt

A misconception lir 7ers among some
consumers in metropolitan areas that
farming requires a strong back but a
weak mind will do nicely, thank you.

Mr. Greenjeans, so the urban story
goes, plants his crops and harvests them
after God has grown them, with no busi-
ness acumen required. No management
skill is needed to market crops because
corn is corn and soybeans are soybeans.
Everyone's product is the same so there
is no necessity to outsmart competitors
in the market place.

THOSE OPINIONS are not as univer-
sally shared as they nce were, to be
sure, but it has taken farmers a long time
to shake the hayseed irnage. %

Consumers know littie about farming if
they think good management practices
don't play a role in success or failure. In
reality. farming is big business. In fact,
agriculture is the nation’s largest in-

. dustry with assets of $531 billion equaling
75 percent of the capital assets of all
manufacturing corporations in the Unit-
ed States.

With that kind of an investmeht to pro-
tect, farmers aren't dummies anymore, if
indeed, they ever were. But getting the
public to appreciate their endeavors is
another matter.

“FORTUNATELY, farmérs sometimes
get help in telling their story from unex-
pected places and unusual people you
wouldn't expect to take an interest in ex-
plaining what farming is all about. -

Take, for example, Wally Phillips,
WGN radig personality. With the help of
the NMinois Farm Bureau and more than
150 generous farmers, Phillips has organ-
ized an unusual exercise in public educa-
tion. He hopes to make city people aware
of some of the production and marketing
problems farmers face.

The more than 150 participating farm-
ers scattered in 47 counties each have
agreed to donate the proceeds from one
acre of carn to the “‘Neediest Children’s
Christmas Fund”, which happens to be
Phillips' favorite charity.

FOR FARMERS who have agreed to
cooperate, the idea is more than making
a donation to a worthwhile cause. It's an
opportunity to get a large audience of
consumers interested In understanding
the farmers’ problems. The message
Phillips hopes to relate is that there is
more to being a farmer than simply
planting crops and harvesting them,

To do that, the radio personality has “a
150-acre farm” with one-acre fields scat-
tered from one end of the state to the
other. Each field will be sold separately
during the daily radio program by Phil-
lips who will negotiate with grain dealers

" Area farmers,

N team up
charity,
cation

By Charles E. Hallam

Argus Farm Editor

on price, trying to get the best deal. Par-
ticipating farmers will be interviewed by
telephone during the program and will
explain their production costs. The only
deductible expense from their donation,
however, will be $35 for harvesting, haul-
ing and drying the crop. ;

FROM THE INTERVIEWS, listeners
will learn about labor costs, and the in-
vestment in land, fertilizer, seed, chemi-
cals, harvesting and interest on borrowed

- money.
. Among the dozen participating farmers

from the Quad-City area Arlin and Jim
Neumann of near Milan. Like the others
who enrolled in the program, the Neu-
mann brothers agreed to donate an acre
of corn (141 bushels) because the idea of
teaching consumers a lesson in farm eco-
nomics appealed to their business judge-
ment and because the money goes to a
good cause.

“THE WALLY PHILLIPS program

reaches the people we need to convince,”
says Jim Neumann, whose main respon-
sibility in the family partnership is han-
dling about 1,000 head of market hogs, a
cow herd of about 160 head, and a fairly
good sized feeding operation.

His brother, Arlin, who is the field crop
manager, says production costs, exclud-
ing land, totals approximately $1.17 a
bushel. If land cost is figured at a conser-
vative $1,500 an acre, Interest on the in-
vestment would easily add another $1 a
bushel to the cost of production figure.
To break even on a 141-bushel yeild, Neu-
mann would have to get approximately
$2.20 a bushel.

“MOST PEOPLE in metropolitan
areas have no idea how much it costs to

roduce a bushel of corn.” Jim Muses:

opefully, interviews with farmers on
the radio program will bring to light the
economic facts of farm life as Phillips
tries to sell the corn for what it cost a
farmer to grow it. If nothing else, the
program should convince listeners that
farming successfully requires manage-
ment skills in high degree.

The corn must be sold before Christ-
mas. The program is aired at 7:30 a.m.
Monday through Friday on WGN Radio
in Chicago.

Participating Quad-City area farmers,
in addition to the Neumanns are Graham
Farms, Biggsville; Virgil Hofer and Stew-
art and Jim Mueller, all of Taylor Ridge:
Walter Holstine and James Lawson, both
of Milan; George Larson and L. E.
Reschke, both of Geneseo: Vic Johnsen,
Port Byron; Kenneth Spring, Alpha;
Earl Wilson, Little York, and Wood
Charolals Farm, Reynolds.

MAKE DONATION — Arlin Neumann, left,
and his brother, Jim, farmers in the Milan
area, are among more than 150 Illinois far-
mers who donated one acre of corn each toa
charity in Chicago but generosity was only a
part of their motive. The corn will be sold
by the host of a popular Chicago radioishow

during air time in order to demonstrate to
metropolitan listeners the management
skills required of farmers to raise crops and
sell them at a favorable price. The program
was promoted by the Illinois Farm Bureau.
(Argus Phato)
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