
THE W G N FAMILY L E T T E R 

VecmboA 20, 1978 

HA??y HOLWAVS 

MERR/ CHRISTMAS and happy holidays to each and cvoAy mmboA oi the WGN 

Continental family'. 

Ai, we enter the new year, I would tike to take tkU opportunity to thank 

you {)or your many contributionii and {,or the progre^i, our company made -in 

To you and att thoi,e dear to you, may I extend my warmeiit WAj)he6 ^or the 

holidays and lor a new year that bntngi you muck good health and happlnej>i,. 

197S. 



UELLO MKKOLAOU JOINS WGN TELE\/JSJOM 

AS ON-AIR mOMOTION MANAGER 

VELLO NKKOLAOU, a iomzfi WGN JdLovUlon IntoAvi, kcu btzn named 

ON-AIR PROMOTION MANAGER. In ka> nm capacUty ioK Taldv-alon 9, 

ho, wJJUi bz Az6pon&-iblz Ion. pnodaclng and ichzdatlng alt on-atn 

pnomotlonal 6poti>, and wUJL mpont to PAUL KELVYN, pnognam managzn, 

idio madz thz an.nounczmznt. 

A nattvz oi Battlz Cnzzk, Michigan, Nlckolaoa kolda a B.A. dzgnzz 

In TeZzvl&lon-Radlo-Fllm ComunlcallonA inom tkz UnlvzulXy oi 

Michigan. VuAlng koi, lait two yzau at thz Linlvz>ii>lty, hz MU 

an Indzpzndmt vldzo and ^Itm pnoduczA and wa& an a&ioclatz pnodaczn. 

ion thz High Point Czntzn ion thz Handlcjappzd In Ann Anbon whznz kz 

pnoduczd ImtAactlonat and pnomotlonal vldzo tapzi> ion itatomdz 

dlitnlbutlon. 



DECEMBER AtmVEKSAKlES — CONGRATULATJONS'. 

Donald K. Bfiznntckz 
T\//EngXm2A. 

10 f /erm - VzcmbeA 15 

Joseph VlCayilo 
Groundi UaA-ntmancQ, 

5 yzaM - VecmbdA 18 



EvzAyom in the WGM "family" and ROBERT P. IRVING, wko mpzAvi^u thz PIERRE AWPRE 
program that started on kpnAZ 1, 1963, WELCOMES thz ioltomng 6tadzntA ^rom various 
imi.vzr6itizi>. Thz cuAAznt rz(itplznt& mJUi bz a&ii.gnzd to a givzn arza ^or 13 vozzkd. 

Jan BrauAtlA Kzvin Colltn^ 
{Communtty A^^oi/t^) _ (71/ V/ioductlon) 

Univznity o^ Wi^zomin Oklo Untvzuity o^ Athzni 

Szth Krugllak Trances Smith 
{TV Programming/Promotion) [NzM&room] 
Uni,vzuity o^ Michigan Mandzlzln CoZtzgz 



SPORTS CORNER 

On Wednesday, December 13th the WGN Bombers beat the Sun-Times 67-53 to s t a y 
In f i r s t place i n the media league b a s k e t b a l l tournament. 

F i r s t round concluded Wednesday, December 20 a g a i n s t CBS* w i t h a sco r e of 73 (WGN) 
and 62 CBS. WGN I S THE FIRST ROUND CHAMPION. 
WGN MEDIA LEAGUE SCHEDULE 2nd ROUND 

A l l games on WEDNESDAYS Lake Shore Park - Chicago & Lake Shore D r i v e 

January 17 8 p.m. Ichabods 
January 24 8 p.m. WLS 
Januai 31 8 p. m. Tribune 
February 7 7 p. m. E l i s 
February 14 7 p.m. Sun Times 
February 21 7 p.m. CBS 
February 28 Bye 

MARCH: PLAYOFFS TO BE SCHEDULED 

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS 

FIRST PLACE: "The Lockout" 
Doug C h a l l o s , Night S u p e r v i s o r 

SECOND PLACE: "Bath Night" 
Vernon P l e t t a u , E n g i n e e r 

THIRD PLACE: "Red Red" 
Edwin Archambaul t , E n g i n e e r 

HONORABLE MENTION: "Hol lyhocks" - Maxine J o a c h i m , A r t s & F a c i l i t i e s 

" A i r Show: - A l J o n e s , E n g i n e e r 

OSHA 
/ 

The Osha Committee asks t h a t any employee q u a l i f i e d to a d m i n i s t e r cardiopulmonary 
r e s u s c i t a t i o n (CPR^, p l e a s e c a l l V i v i a n Pappas on e x t e n s i o n 465. 

TO ALL EMPLOYEES - "HAPPY HOLIDAYS" 
J u s t a reminder t h a t DAN PECARO has i n v i t e d a l l of us to a h o l i d a y lunch and g e t -
together f o r an opportunity to wish one another a h e a l t h y , happy and prosperous 
New Year on F r i d a y from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. (6:30-8:00 p.m. f o r the evening s h i f t ) 
i n Studio 2. 



BAKE SALE A BIG SUCCESS 

The Bake S a l e Committee was p l e a s e d to present Wally P h i l l i p s w i t h a check i n the 
amount of $600.00, payable to the Neediest Kids Christmas Furd, as a r e s u l t of our 
1978 Bake S a l e on December 4th. 

We r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e the work done by the WGN employees, not only i n the baking 
but i n the buying and to a l l others who helped make i t a s u c c e s s . 

Thank you. 

RECIPE CORNER / 

CHICKEN MARYLAND 13 x 9 x 2 pan 

4 c h i c k e n b r e a s t s , skinned and boned — d i v i d e d i n h a l f 
1 pkg. Uncle Bens Long G r a i n & Wild R i c e w i t h seasonings 

1 can cream of mushroom soup 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 can cream of c e l e r y soup 

D i l u t e these w i t h 1 can white wine (soup cans) - 1/2 can m i l k and 1/2 cup 
melted b u t t e r . Canned mushrooms may be added i f d e s i r e d ( d r a i n e d ) . 

Pour 1/2 of t h i s mixture w i t h box of r i c e . Lay i n bottom of pan. P l a c e c h i c k e n 
b r e a s t s on r i c e . Pour remaining l i q u i d over a l l s p r i n k l e generously w i t h 
parmesan cheese. 

Bake uncovered 275 degree oven f o r 3 hours. Allow to s i t a few minutes before 
s e r v i n g . 

THE HAPPINESS CAKE 

1 cup good thoughts 
2 cups of s a c r i f i c e s 
3 cups of f o r g i v e s n e s s of o t h e r s 

Mix thoroughly. Add t e a r s of j o y , sorrow, and sympathy. F l a v o r w i t h l o v e and 
k i n d l y s e r v i c e . F o l d i n 4 cups of p r a y e r , f a i t h and enthusiasm. Spread a l l i n t o 
your d a i l y l i f e , blend w e l l w i t h human kindness. 

Serve w i t h a smile a t a l l times, and i t w i l l s a t i s f y the hunger of many people 
l e s s f o r t u n a t e than o u r s e l v e s . 

1 cup of k i n d deeds 
1 cup of c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
2 cups of our own f a u l t s ( w e l l beaten) 

FOR SALE: 3 p i e c e Sofa Group Blue Fun Fur - 2 y e a r s o l d — $200.00 
or best o f f e r . New $800. R i c k - e x t . 215 

NEED A NEW FILTER f o r your A p r i l - A i r e h u m i d i f i e r ? C a l l Jim. e x t . 302. 

P a i n t i n g and d e c o r a t i n g reasonable — Russ a t Ro.3-8515 or Ca. 7-1181 



'A HOUSE VJyJVEV": 

AIRS ON TELEI/ISIOW 9 DECEMBER 28 

Special Repofvt on the. ChangeJ, In Congm^-i, 

A new breed o^ potiticJjxyii> arrived in iorce in Washington as a resuZt o^ 

the p ''IXlcal apkeavat we loosely call Watergate. On Thuuday evening, Vecember 

28, irom 7:30-8:30 pm., WGM Television 9 will present a special report on how 

the Home o^ Representatives, with no common purpo6e and no common discipline, 

has become "A House divided." 

For decades the U.S. House operated as an evident legislative machine 

with veteran committee chairman dictating the voting outcome o^ all key issues. 

But Watergate changed all that. With the class o^ '74 came a record number oi 

freshman congressmen and women--the youngest Houie since World War. I I - who 

dared to challenge the long standing House leadership and brashly Inaugurated 

iar reaching institutional and procedural re^orm^. And that freshman-senior, 

division hasn't been resolved yet. , _ - . , . ^_ 

The result? Varty discipline has all but disappeared. A new breed o^ 

politician has oArlved: young, independent, rebellious to party leadership, and 

responsible only to their own constituents. Morale is at an extremely low ebb. 

This special report, produced by Capital Cities Communications, features 

executive producer and Veabody Award winner Vick Hubert, producer Mike JoseloU 

and veteran White House television correspondent Mancy VickeASon. M6. Vickerson 

takes viewers into the back oibices of the House and on the campaign trail where 

the men and women who make our nation's law6 offeA their personal Insights and 

reactions to the crises which threaten the very core of the U.S. system of 

representative government. 



FAmLV SPECIAL " I T CAW'T HAPPEN TO ME" 

TO AIR VECEMBER 50 ON WGN TELEVISION 

Pnogrm AddresiU Tzmage Alcohol Problem 

"Jt Can't Happen to Me," the story of two teenageu coming to grips mth s i l j 

the problems of alcoholism and alcohol abuse. Mill be seen on WGN Televl&lon 9 ^a* 

Saturday evening, Vecmber 30, from 7:30-8 pm. 

The program dhamatlzes how a teenage girl allows her&eli to be led Into 

the dark realm of alcoholism through peer pressure and her own self-doubts % 

about social acceptance. Soon after taking to alcohol, she finds that what ^y^'.J^ 

she has been using to help her cope Is now preventing her from coping at all. * 5-> 

A tragic accident to one of her friends jolts her back Into reality and onto 

the road to rehabilitation. '•"'' '-^•^ ' ' r .r-r.ii-j psi^fc 

"Jt Can't Happen to Me" speaks to both young people and adults. With the 

startling rise of teenage alcoholism [nearly one-fifth of all teenagers have > .-t . 

a drinking problem according to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare] , 

It Is a sobering study of what can happen when a teenager tries to relieve 

social unease through a bottle. . A t , . r > > n \ v v * \ . . 4 ' ^ ^^-a- <...-.f<,^.j. 

The thlrty-mlnute story stars Ulncent Van Patten, Lisa Gerrltsen and 

Diana Muldaur. Jt has been recommended by the National Council on Alcoholism. 

~" ' i ' ' , T^ti-^ -%% ^-t , Jvf^j^ ^t,a:, 



SELATEV BmrnvAy WISHES to-. 

Stevn Qpuut 
Bud EiZingwood 
Pbit AbMa 

- VzcmbeA H 
- VzcmboA 19 
- VzcmbeA 19 

Von miZejL - VzambeA 20 
Van Bray - VzcmboA. 20 
Atzyna LameA - VzambeA 21 

HAPPy BIRTHVAY to: 

Chuck HznAy 
Sue P e t t z 
Efun WtndoKi 
RobeAt HcdbdAQ 
Joe VtCanlo 
Vick hnlznbach 
Ruby Ana. son 
Van SdUzQy. 
Erank HolUch 
Joe Smith 

- VccmbeA 22 
- Vdcmbm 22 
- Vzcmbzn. 21 
- VccmbeA 23 
- VzcmbdA 23 
- VzcmbdA 26 
- VccmbeA 29 
- VtcmbeA 29 
- VccmboA 30 
- VccmbeA 31 

Kay Joyce 
Ed SuUtvan 
George. Baczynsky 
Jim Loughman 
MaAtJia Hoover -
¥red Bruneman -
Jim Holland 
Voug Challos 
Jennifer Carter 
Ray Kirk 

JanuoAy 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 
January 4 
January 6 
JanuoAy 6 
January 7 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Our h e a r t i e s t CONGRATULATIONS go to RICHARD N. SANDEFUR who has been designated 
as Engineer-In-Charge i n the ra d i o o p e r a t i o n a l a r e a , e f f e c t i v e December 15th. 

FAREWELL and GOOD LUCK to ROBERT W. PERKINS, Engineer-In-Charge i n the r a d i o 
o p e r a t i o n a l a r e a , who r e t i r e s on January 1, 1979. Bob r e t i r e s a f t e r 43 y e a r s 
of s e r v i c e w i t h our company and we wish him a l l the b e s t i n the y e a r s to come. 

PLEASE CORRECT LOTTIE KEARNS phone e x t e n s i o n from 420 to 240. 

PAYROLL HAS NEW PHONE NUMBERS ~ ANN LEISCHNER - ext. 500 
PAT GOLATA - ext. 501 
MYRA ABBRUSCATO ex t . 502 

NOTICE FROM PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 

1979 ID Cards a r e now a v a i l a b l e . P l e a s e t u r n i n your 1978 ID and a new one w i l l be 
i s s u e d to you. 
SYMPATHY 
DEEPEST SYMPATHY to the f o l l o w i n g on the l o s s of dear ones: 
Don A l b e r t on the death of h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w , C h a r l e s L a s c o l a . 
John D i a l on the death of h i s mother, Corine D i a l and to 
Joanne Wi l l i a m s Spriggs on the death of her mother, Vida W i l l i a m s . 

CHRISTMAS CARDS - P l e a s e don't throw them out 

Send them to NORINE SMITH.... they w i l l b e d e l i v e r e d to an orphanage or s e n i o r 
c i t i z e n ' s home and put to good use. THANKS. 

RAY RAYNER s a y s . . . . "Most women don't mind Yu l e shopping - they charge r i g h t ahead." 
and "At Christmas, what the k i d s would l i k e i s something t h a t w i l l 

s e p a r a t e the men from the toys.'" 



'̂ S A tUtle IniomatloYi about CHANMUKMi for 

V OUA. Jm-lik fntendi. • • . 

T/u4 VzstlvaJi ma/iks the. fiostofiation of the. 

f Holy Tejrnple. at 3exasale.m and tkz mviaclz • • " 

whlck occuAAzd at that ttmz, thz pAovlilon j 

of sancttflzd oil fon. thz Holy Light, 

zommesnohjxtzd with tkz llghtUng of Channukak 

candtzi, fofi etgkt ntghti. Thus, In addition ,.\ 

to OUA. tAjxdUtlonal gAzetingi, of tkz szoion, 

wz add this --

b ^ f:,' -u HAPPy CHAMNUKAH, ^ m twO 

=^18SV f {foi l . f ^ - t i , 1 - so **»->.. -fv--< , -£4= 

O j ' . J s » -> " — • mjW' mil aA;i JJOilY*-*! 
We bzllzvz pzople aAz happlzA at ; 

-„„...._^^^^ ChAlstmas than at any othzA tlmz ^. ̂  ~: • 

of thz yzaA b e c a u s e thzy aAz i>o 

busy bringing happlnzi>S to othzAS... os-'ammnl 

If this li, tAuz at Ckrlstmas, wky 

Isn't It a good pAogAam foA all of 

us to follow duAlng 1 9T 9 . ^-jmb ^Am MQ liM Bsmmt 

..•-?ftu bo-OS •. i iua hpr- B^-fr*. s ' jT» i : . i J ± 3 
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Enrollment Reaches All-time High of 12,149 

O'Donnell Pecaro Schweich 

Board of Trustees Welcomes Three 
Chicagoans to Membership 

When the school bell rang on Sept. 18, 
the univer'^ity welcomed 12,600 students, 
I , 000 more than registered the previous 
autumn. Eveh 'hen stabilized after drops 
and additions, inrollment stood at a 
record-breaking 12,149, as compared 
with last autumn's stabilized figure of 
I I . 366. 

Rev. Thomas P. Munster, C M . , di­
rector of admissions, attributed the in­
crease—in a period of normally declining 
enrollments —to a number of factors. 

" T h e quality of our programs has be­
come better known," he said. "Larger 
numbers of students have visited our new 
campus, our counsellors continued to 
visit a large number of high schools, and 
our litetature has provided students the 
factual, career-oriented information they 
need and want. Also, we extended our 
use of the College Entrance Examination 
Board's S E A R C H , a computerized pro­
gram that matches students' interests 
with-university programs and lifestyles. 
And, of course, the Blue Demons great 
performance and the national publicity it 
generated didn't hurt." 

But numbers were only a small part of 
the story. Administrators reported that 
the quality of the students, based on na­
tional A C T and S A T tests, was also 
higher. 

Dr. Edward Allemand, dean of the De-
Paul College, the universi ty 's general 
education division, reported that enroll­
ment in that division was up from 324 last 
fall to 466 this year, and, more impor­
tantly, 121 of the 466 had comprehensive 
A C T scores exceeding 25. The national 
average is 18.4. 

Half of the freshman liberal arts stu­
dents declared majors and the largest 
number named biology. D r . Robert 
Griesbach, chairman of the Department 
of Biological Sciences, said that 40% of 
the biology majors were pre-medical stu­
dents, 25% medical technology, some 
10% predentistry and a small group pre-
pharmacy and pre-veterinary medicine 
— the latter one of the most difficult pro­
fessions to enter because of the small 
number of schools offering professional 
training in this field. Marine and en­
vironmental biology attracted a good 
i continued on page 4 

Three distinguished Chicagoans, two 
of them alumni, were welcomed to mem­
bership on the Board of Trustees at its 
September meeting in the Frank J . Lewis 
Center. 

They are Ve ry Rev . Hugh Franc is 
O'Donnell . C M . , provincial, Vincentian 
Fathers and Brothers, Province of the 
Mid-West; Daniel T . Pecaro, president, 
W G N Continental Broadcasting, and 
Anderson M . Schweich, president and 
chief executive officer, Chicago Met­
ropolitan Mutual Assurance Company. 

Father O'Donnell, a native Chicagoan, 
grew up in the shadow of St. Vincent de 
Paul church. He took his undergraduate 
degree from St. Mary's seminary. Per-
ryville. Mo.; his M.A. from DePaul Uni ­
versi ty: M . L . S . , Catholic Univers i ty , 
Washington, and the S . T . L . and S . T . D . , 
University of Fribourg, Switzerland. 

Trustee Schweich took his undergrad­
uate degree from Loyola University and 
did graduate studies at Northwestern 
University. He holds the S . E . P . from the 
Graduate School of Business, Stanford 
University. In addition to his business 
interests, he is directorof many insurance 
and banking organizations as well as the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, Na­
tional Alliance of Businessmen, Junior 
Achievement. Operation P U S H and Joint 

Negro Appeal, and holds membership on 
the Mayor 's Council of Manpower and 
Economic Advisors, the Stanford Club of 
Chicago, N A A C P Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, and the Chicago Eco­
nomic Development Commission. He is 
married and lives in Chicago. 

Trustee Pecaro graduated in 1950 from 
DcPaul 's College of Commerce. After 
live years as a teacher and sports coach in 
the Chicago public school system, he 
joined W G N Radio. He successively rose 
in the corporate structure and in May, 
1975 was named president and chief 
executive officer in charge of the entire 
broadcast operations of the company. 
While program manager of W G N Televi­
s ion , the stat ion produced seve ra l 
award-winning, live series that were syn­
dicated internationally. During the period 
1962 through 1967. under his leadership, 
the station won 22 Emmy awards. He 
serves on the Television Board of Direc­
tors of the Nat iona l A s s o c i a t i o n of 
Broadcasters, one of fifteen persons in 
the industry elected to this board. A na­
tive Chicagoan, he lives with his wife. 
Nancy, and two sons. T i m and Dan, in 
Chicago. 

I'he Board of Trustees is corporate 
head of the university, and manages its 
educational, fiscal and other business 
matters. 

.1 





A P K A Y E I I F O R J O Y 

I n lh<> (Isiwn l l i a l l u r i ' s tho c v c t h a t »«iiigK: 

I n l i lt ' n<>u K'raNK sparkling;; a f t e r the r a i n . 

I n thv lai<' winfl'.s w i l d a n d w e i r d r e f r a i n ; 

I n the .springtiine-.v .spaelouN f i e l d of go ld , 

I n the p r e v i o n s l i ght hy w i n t e r d o l e d . 

Cpive ino jo.> i n the l o i e of f r i e n d s , 

I n l l i e i r d e a r h o m e t a l k a s s u m m e r e n d s ; 

I n the songs of e h i h l r e n . u n r e s t r a i n e d : 

I n I I m ' s o b e r w i s d o m ag<' h a s g a i n e d . 

ffi^e me jo.v i n the t a s k s that p r e s s . 

I n the m e m o r i e s t h a t b u r n a n d b l e s s : 

I n the thought that l i f e h a s l o v e to s p e n d . 

I n the f a i t h that G o d ' s a t j o u r n e y ' s e n d . 

G i v e m«> jo.v i n the c o m m o n t h i n g s ! 



"GREAT EXPECTATIONS", 

A SPECIAL HOLIPAV FILM PRESENTATION 

ON WGN T E L E V I S I O N JANUARY 1 

/ . 

Mlahael. ' rk and SaAah Miles Head AU-StaK Cast 

"G/Lzcut ExpecXatlons," one. of tkz best knom and most widely lovzd of alt 

tkz Ckanlzs Vlckzm novels, pnzmleAes on WGhi Television 9 Monday night, JanuoAy 

1, 1979 at 8 pm. Michael VoAk and SaAak Miles head a bAllLlant cast of InteA-

natlonat favoAUes In this 1974 film, tke flnst new pAodactlon of the classic 

stoAy since tke memoAable 1946 veASlon became one of the alt-time gAeats of tke 

scAeen. ..^ -

OthzA stoAS Include James Mason, MaxgoAet Leighton, Robert MoAley, Antkony 

Quaylz, AndAzu) Ray, Josi, Ackland, James Taulkner and Racket RobzAXs. 

"GAeat Expectations" tells tke stoAy of Pip, one of tke most ImmoAtal of 

fictional choAactens and tke embodiment: of every boy's dAeams and ambitions. 

Pip Is an oAphan wko Is Aewarded In laten. l i f e foA an act of kindness perfoAmed 

In hlb youth. This act of kindness, helping an escaped convict, leads Pip to 

become an educated gentleman. ^ .1,.-^ . . . ^-^ 

The screenplay for "Great Expectations" was written by Skenman VeZlen while 

Academy Award winner Maurice Jarxe composed the musical score. "Great Expecta­

tions" was produced by Robert fryer and directed by Joseph Hardy. 

This WGN Television holiday premiere will be fully sponsored by Tabnan 

Vederal Savings and Loan, who will bring tkz prese..ntatlon to tkz telzvlslon 

audlzncz wltk Umltzd commercial Intzrruptlon. 

(morz) 



/ 

- . . - H ^ -%-^u.%s.M fcftsn CAST - ^r^i ^ m m • ^ 

p ^ p , Uiahazl York 

s EstMM. .Samk Ules 

(JiagwUch ^^^^ 

^Pmplzchook RobeAtUonlzy 

M U ^ Hav^hm MoAgoAeX Leighton ^'"'''^ 

: JaggeJU ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 2 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

' Wu. Joe GoAgeAy ^"^"^ ^ 

[^^ Biddy Heathen sears - ^« - -'^ 

Joe GoAgexy -^^44 kekland '^^ 

HeAbeA^ Pocfee^. ' ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ '^^^ 

p ^ u / n m £ e J ' ^ ^ ^ F a a t f e n e A - ' ^ ' ' ^ " 

. . . ^ . v j , . V . : ! .,.'>rQC v ^ i - ; ' ' ' ' . ^ 



WGN T E L E V I S I O N TO AIR 

Tke, 90tk ANNUAL TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARAPE" 

Tke. Wonld's most spectacuJLa/i page^mt, "Tke. 90th Annual Tounmment of 

Roses VoAode," mM be telecast Live from Pasadena on New Yea/i's Day, 

J979, at 10:30 am on WGN Television 9. In addcUon, a speclaZ kouA-

long Pfie-PoAade Special mJUi begin at 9:30 am. 

Ckannel 9 mZl replay tke entire parade again from 6-8 pm, Mew year's 

Day, for those viewers lAko may kave slept late or uko may mnt to see 

the parade anew. 

Veteran broadcaster BUZ Welsk wUZ kost tke telecast for tkls, kts 

31st consecutive year. He will be joined by the famous dancer, actress, 

and singer Carol Lawrence and Gary Coleman, tke young, new television 

star of "Different StAokes." 

In a kaleidoscope of color, this year's 59 participating floats will 

cjontaln tens of millions of fresk floweAS flown In from all pants of 

tke world to be assembled for tke event. All float designs oAe guided 

by tke 1919 "Tournament of Roses Parade" tkeme, "Our Wonderful World of 

Spohts." 

Tke Rose Parade Grand Marskall will be one of the foundeu of tke Parade, 

Latkrop Lelshman. 



B a s e b a l l D i g e s t January 1979 
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PLAYER-MANAGERS: AN OLD 
TRADITION IN THE MAJORS 

They date back to the days of Cap Anson who 
piloted Chicago to N.L. pennants in the 1880s 

By GEORGE VASS 

B I L L V E E C K has been celebrated 
with tongue and typewriter as a 

great innovator, and sometimes with 
cause, but his appointment of short­
stop Don Kessinger as Chicago White 
Sox player-manager is more of an ex­
ercise in nostalgia than a break with 
tradition. 

Veeck himself noted this, saying, 
• 'This is hardly my first experience 
with player-managers. I've had two 
before, and coincidentally they both 
were shortstops, like Kessinger. I had 
Lou Boudreau at Cleveland and iMarty 
.Marion with the St. Louis Browns. I 
don't have to remind anyone of how 
well Boudreau did." 

Boudreau. of course, won a pennant 
for Veeck with the Cleveland Indians 
in 1948. Marion had no such luck with 
the weak St. Louis Browns in 1952-53, 
but did well piloting the White Sox 
from the bench later on. Prior to man­
aging the Browns. Marion was player-
manager of the cross-town Cardinals 
in 1951. 

Acti ial ly, until the late 1950s, play­
ing managers were not an uncommon 
phenomenon in the major leagues and 
in the decades prior to that they were 
even prevalent, sometimes dominant 
in numbers. The decline, however, set 
56 

Playing-manager Lou Boudreau (center) 
celebrates Clevelanas 7s}48' playoff 
victory with pitcher Gene Bearden 
(left) and third baseman Ken Keltner. 

in with a vengeance as the 1950s 
ended. Until Frank Robinson was 
named manager of the Indians in 
1975, there hadn't been a playing 
manager since Hank Bauer led the 
Kansas City Athletics in 1961. 

"There's no good reason why play­
er-managers went out of fashion," 

B A S E B A L L . D I G E S T 

Veeck said. " I t was just a trend that 
caught on. People decided there must 
be a conflict of interest between being 
a player and a manager. It was just a 
change in theory I've never subscribed 
to. 

"The idea became generally ac­
cepted that one couldn't be as effective 
as a player if one were a manager, and 
vice versa. There's no basis for this, as 
far as I can determine. It's inconceiv­
able that Lou could've played any bet­
ter than he did for us in '48 when he 
managed, and he wasn't a better mana­
ger later on when he no longer was a 
player. 

" I can think of many other player-
managers who did equally wel l , such 
as B i l l Terry with the New York 
Giants in the 1930s, Mickey Cochrane 
of the Detroit Tigers in the '30s, Frank 
Frisch with the Cardinals in the same 
era. They didn't do too badly either as 
players or managers while holding 
down the two jobs. 

"The notion that a man couldn't com­
bine playing and managing is like a lot 
of other old wives' tales — it just built 
up and became accepted without any­
one analyzing whether it was really 
true or not. 

" I t also probably has been fostered 
by the older managers who would like 
to preserve the jobs for themselves. 
They can't play anymore so they want 
to be sure the manager's job is their 
private preserve." 

Veeck can't be faulted for liking the 
notion of a player-manager. After a l l , 
Boudreau was spectacular in '48 when 
he hit .355 and was the batting star of 
the pennant playoff game against the 
Boston Red Sox. 
J A N U A R Y , 1979 
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But beyond Veeck's personal pref­
erences, there's sufficient evidence to 
back up the notion that there's little to 
choose in terms of results between 
playing and bench managers. In fact, 
Boudreau was only the last of many 
player-managers who led their teams 
to the top both by starring on the field 
and exuding brain power. 

The fact that no player-manager has 
repeated Boudreau's success since '48 
is due mostly to lack of opportunity. 
For whatever reason, the dual role fell 
out of favor after the '50s. 

The last two player-managers be­
fore Kessinger — Robinson and Bauer 
— served brief terms with poor teams, 
in addition, they were players at the 
end of their careers, who were no great 
help on the field. Bauer played only 
six games after taking over the A's in 
mid-season ' 6 1 , then hung up his 
spikes. Robinson participated in 49 
games in 1975, his first managerial 
year, and only 15 in 1976. 

In fact, most of the playing man­
agers of the '50s. when the decline of 
the dual role became pronounced, 
were either lesser players or stars on 
the skids, such as Marion. And St. 
Louis was the last stronghold of the 
player-manager, Marion being suc­
ceeded with the Cardinals by Eddie 
Stanky, who was replaced by Harry 
Walker. After an interval, Solly 

Hemus, a journeyman infielder, was 
player-manager of the Cardinals in 
1959. 

So St. Louis presented no less than 
five player-managers in the '50s, in­
cluding Marion's stints both with the 
Browns and Cardinals. But that was 
virtually the last hurrah of the dual 
role, with only sporadic appearances 
since, by Bauer, by Robinson and now 
Kessinger. 

Even so, Kessinger, like Bauer and 
Robinson, is clearly at the end of a dis­
tinguished playing career, and hardly 
represents a return to the days of the 
great player-managers who held the 
stage up to the time of Boudreau's 
great triumph in '48. 

As Veeck noted, there's little evi­
dence that the burden of managing 
ever hampered a great player. There 
are almost innumerable examples of 
stars who managed their teams to pen­
nants and World Series triumphs while 
performing exceptionally on the field. 

In addition to Cochrane, Frisch and 
Ter ry , among the great players who 
performed equally well in both roles 
were Rogers Hornsby, Gabby Hart-
nett, Joe Cronin, Bucky Harris, Frank 
Chance, John McGraw, Fred Clarke, 
Clark Griffith, and to reach back be­
yond the turn of the century. Cap A n ­
son. 

Other stars may not have won pen-
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nants managing, but there's no ev­
idence that the playing performances 
of T y Cobb, George Sisler, T r i s 
Speaker, Mel Ott, Nap Lajoie, Joe 
Tinker and Johnny Evers suffered 
from the strain of guiding their clubs. 

Add to the above a few other nota-
(i, bles. who won even more fame as man­

agers than players after beginning in 
>;» the dual role, such as Leo Durocher, 

Jimmy Dykes, Mil ler Huggins and B i l l 
Carrigan. Of course, this merely 
scratches the surface of the legion of 
player-managers who have left their 
marks in the record books, even if 
briefiy and without distinction. 

Veeck's contention that holding 
down both jobs is not al l that difficult 
was voiced many years ago by Connie 
Mack, who even before he began his 
fifty-year (1901-50) stint as Philadel­
phia A ' s owner-manager, was catcher-
manager of Pittsburgh (1894-96). 

When Dykes, still a star third base­
man, took over as White Sox manager 
in 1934 as a replacement for another 
player-manager. L e w Fonseca, he 
went to Mack for advice. 

"You're just one of the 25 players on 
your team," Mack told Dykes. "The 

t'sfaj.;-.:-. fp%: nv., f;;, 
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only difference between you and the 
others is that you have authority. Let 
them question your judgment, but 
never let them doubt your authority." 

In his autobiography. Dykes re­
marked: " I was a playing manager for 
about six years. . . . I didn't find any 
special problems with being a playing 
manager," 

Dykes proved an excellent manager, 
holding on to the Sox job for almost 14 
seasons, and contributing largely to 
their surprising first division finishes 
with inferior talent while he continued 
as a regular. Unfortunately for him, it 
was the era of New York Yankee 
greatness, and he never was able to 
win a pennant. 

But pennants have been won by 
many player-managers, though the last 
before Boudreau was Durocher, who 
filled in occasionally as a player in 
1941, when the Brooklyn Dodgers 
took the National League pennant. 

As a curious fact, the Chicago Cubs 
have won almost a l l their pennants 
under player-managers, going back all 
the way to the 19th century. In those 
long-gone days, Anson was player-
manager for 19 seasons, knocking out 
such batting averages as .407, .421 
and .394 while leading his Colts (as 
the Cubs were then called) to National 
League flags. 

More recently, three of the last four 
Cub pennants were won under player-
managers, Charlie Grimm leading 
them to the top in '32 and '35 while 
playing first base, and catcher Hart-
nett winning in '38, when he hit his 
celebrated "homer in the gloamin.' " 

Earl ier in the century, the Cubs had 
their greatest years under first base­
man Chance, "The Peerless Leader", 



who won three consecutive pennants 
in 1906-07-08 and a fourth in 1910. In 
1906, when the Cubs set a record by 
winning 116 games, Chance had his 
finest year at the plate, batting ,319, 

Chance's winning percentage as 
manager is the best of al l time. His 
teams won 753 games while losing 379 
for a percentage of .665. 

.Almost similarly successful was one 
of Chance's greatest rivals, Clarke, 
who managed the Pittsburgh Pirates to 
four pennants. While managing virtu­
ally his entire playing career, Clarke 
batted .315 and was an exceptional 
outfielder. 

A l l through this era, right into the 
period leading up to World War I I , the 
player-manager was almost as preva­
lent as the bench manager. In fact, 
most of the greatest stars of the game, 
with the notable exception of Babe 
Ruth, became managers while still in 
full flower as players. The roll cal l of 
Sisler, Cobb, Hornsby, Speaker, 
Cronin, Terry, Frisch and Ott is suffi­
cient evidence of this. 

Lesser but still outstanding players 
also took over as managers, among 
them second baseman Harris, who at 
the age of 27 and known as "The Boy 
Wonder", led the Washington Sena­
tors to a pennant. L ike Boudreau, 
Harris was a leader by example, bat­
ting .333 and driving in seven of his 
team's 26 runs in a World Series 
triumph over the New 'V'ork Giants. 

First baseman Terry not only suc­
ceeded McGraw as manager of the 
Giants in 1932. but won a pennant his 
second year, while baiting .322. and 
follcjwing it up with .354 and 34 1 the 
next two campaigns. He again won a 
J A N U A R Y 1979 

Jimmy Dykes (left) and Rogers Hornsby 
played and managed in an earlier baseball 
era. 

flag as player-manager in 1936, 
though his last pennant in 1937 was 
won as a bench-manager. 

Other successful player-managers 
o f the era were Hornsby and Coch­
rane. 

Second baseman Hornsby brought 
the Cardinals their first pennant and a 
World Series victory in 1926, while 
batting .317. Some people thought the 
strain of managing helped drop Horns-
by's average from its previous year 
level of .403, but he denied it. 

"Managing had nothing to do with 
my play falling off," Hornsby said 
firmly. " I had some injuries, and I just 
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didn't hit as wel l . The managing 
wasn't that much of a problem," 

Cobb, who managed the Detroit 
Tigers from 1921-26, also denied that 
managing ever affected his perform­
ance on the field. Certainly, his bat­
ting average didn't yield. He batted 
.401 his second managerial year and 
.389 his first. 

Catcher Cochrane's success as a 
manager was spectacular. After being 
traded by the Philadelphia A's to De­
troit. Cochrane had two of his finest 
years in the field, as well as winning an 
American League pennant in his first 
season, 1934, and following up with a 
second, including a World Series v ic ­
tory in 1935. He batted .320 one year 
and .319 the next. 

These successes — and a number of 
others — raise anew the question of 

why the player-manager has almost 
vanished, recalled only when the role 
is revived at intervals such as with 
Veeck's appointment of Kessinger. 

"Partly, I suppose, it's because the 
manager's role has changed," Veeck 
said. " I t may be that many people 
think of managers today more as ad­
ministrators and public relations men. 
But I still don't subscribe to that. 1 
think it's just part of a more conserva­
tive era, an acceptance of a prevailing 
trend." 

Veeck may have hit upon the chief 
reason for virtual abandonment of the 
player-manager role, the increased de­
sire of baseball owners and general 
managers to play it safe. They prefer 
to avoid criticism by generally naming 
experienced, older men as managers. 

It 's inconceivable that today an 
owner would give the manager's job to 
a player 23 years of age, as Roger 
Peckinpaugh was when the Yankees 
appointed him to FilI out the 1914 sea­
son, or to a 24-year-old, as Boudreau 
was when the Indians picked him in 
1942. 

It's unlikely anyone wi l l in the con­
ceivable future be able to paraphrase 
Peckinpaugh's words years later when 
he again had a manager's job and was 
looking over some young players: 
"Gee, when I was that age, I was man­
aging the New York Yankees." 

S t i l l , though it's true that Veeck has 
not broken new ground by naming a 
player-manager, he has brought to the 
forefront the question of why it doesn't 
happen more often in this supposed 
"Age of Youth." 

Judging by the record, there's no 
valid reason. © 
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with the White Sox may bring him 
closer to his goal. 

Veeck admits making a mistake in 
hiring Larry Doby to replace Bob 
Lemon last June 30. 

Regarding Doby's brief tenure, 
Veeck says, " I took a man away from 
doing what he does best; instruct hit­
ters, i . ed him to manage. It didn't 
work out." 

Lemon's White Sox won 34 games 
and lost 40; Doby's won 37 and lost 
50, though injuries to key players hurt 
Larry's chances of making the club 
respectable. 

Kessinger's career took him through 
some ups-and-downs with the Cubs. 
His second full season, 1966, was Leo 
Durocher's first, and Kessinger said 
that most of the basics in the game he 
learned from Leo. But Durocher gave 
him some heartaches, too — particu­
larly at the start of Leo's career as 
field leader when he announced that 
the club seemed weak at shortstop. 

Kessinger had batted only .201 as a 
rookie despite making all the plays 
afield. It may have been that remark 
that spurred Kessinger on to hitting 
274 in '66. Three years later, when 

the Cubs made their celebrated run at 
the title that the Mets swept away from 
them, Kessinger desperately needed 
rest but said nothing. 

On one occasion with barely a 
•nonth left, a newsman asked 
Durocher, who was shaving at the 
time, "Does anyone on the club need a 
rest?" 

Durocher, with his flair for the dra­
matic, put down the razor and said, 
"C'mon. Let's find out." 

He called every player out of the 
shower. Others stood in various stages 
of undress at the lockers. And Leo 

said, "Go ahead. Ask 'em." 
The reporter repeated the question. 

Nobody said a word, and Leo stalked 
back to his quarters, remarking, 
"There's your answer. Nobody's 
tired." 

But as Kessinger put it long after­
ward, "We were." @ 
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Love your blessings 
while it still counts ' 

THEY M E T in a singles bar. Somedmes it 
works. It was the night before Halloween, 
1975, a rainy night on Division Street. Jack 
Edwards went into She-nannigans for a beer. 

" I used to go into the bars a lot/' Edwards will 
say in)\v, now that she is dead. " I lived in Sandburg 
for a while, and I used to comb the streets just 
about every night. I was 32 years old and I didn't 
'now what I wdrftcd. That night in She-nannigans I 
S c . . • T . " 

Her name was Kathy. She was drinking a beer. « 
She was 26. .lack Edwards talked to her. 

"It was noisy," he will say now. "There was 
music, and people were yelling for drinks. I just 
thought that I had to get her away from there. 
Looking back on it now, I think of all my time in 
the bars, and I think, this really isn't the way to 
live, is it?" 

He got her telephone number. Two nights later I 
they went out. Three weeks after that he asked , 
her to marry him. 

"Marry me?" .she said. She was clearly shocked. 
" I want you to think about it," he said. "I 'm not - 7" 

golfing any younger, and neither are you." 
" I don't know, with your background . . ." she 

said. -if 
HE HAD NEVER seemed to stay very long with a 

job. He had been a social worker, he had worked in 
a 711 store, he had worked on a cruise ship; now 
he sold insurance for Prudential. 

She wasn't sure about it, but they did it. She 
worked in the advertising department of VVGIjLtalavi» 
sion; he stayed with the insurance companyT They 
bought a house in Bolingbrook. The singles bars days 
were behind them; they had started to make a life. 

A few weeks ago they went to Acapulco for a va­
cation. Upon their return. Jack Edwards had some 
stomach troubles and stayed home from work. Kathy 
called him one afternoon. 

"Jack, I know you don't feel good," she said. "But 
I fell down. I passed out. I don't know why. I think ^ 
you'd better come get me." 

By the time he arrived, she was vomiting and hav- ; 1 
ing severe headaches. She tried to speak, and her ,- I 
sentences were mixed up. le 

In the emergency room, she said, "Jack, am I go- ' ^ 
ing to die?" 

He thought she was being silly. He t h o u ^ she : >' 
had caught a bug in Mexico. 

BUT S H E HAD to stay in the hospital, and ifes 
headaches got worse. Her sentences went bsckwards.-

He sal by her hospital bed. First she lost Vm abiii-
(y lo .speak; flien -.he lost the use e* her fight hand, 
.She blinked her eyes.at him. He thought she was 
trying to tell him something. 

He looked around, and ripped a page out of a book 
about bullfighting. He handed it to her. She tried to 

^IflcmMgQback 
3gain, I wouldth 
everythingdHiereti^* 

totm/ 

write something on the page. The scrawl was hardy 
readable. 

It was one word. It read, "Happy." 
Jack Edwards 'Degan to scream and yell. The 

nurses and doctors answered his panic just before 
Kathy lost consciousness. He kissed her hands and 
took the rings from her fingers. He went to the hos­
pital chapel and promised God that if He let her 
live, he would carry her around in his arms for the ;| 
rest of her life. s 

Kathy Edwards died of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
She was 29. 

" I REMEMBER the last time she walked ont Uie 
door to go to work," Jack Edwards will say now. 
"You don't even kiss your wife goodbye. It happened 
so suddenly . . . she was walking out the door and 
happy, and now she's dead. 

" I wish I were a writer. I'd like to take some 
space out in the newspaper and write something 
about her. We weren't so special, I know . . . I'm 
just a little insurance man. But when someone 
makes your life so good, you just hate to let lier 
leave the world without some kind o£ memorial to 
let people know she was alive. 

"What would I say? I guess I'd tell people to !Ook 
over at their husbands and wives and say to them­
selves, 'My God, look what I have here.' People take 
so much for granted,-it's as if they think everyone 
is going to live forever, and they can put off their 
love and their appreciation until they have time. 

"HE"RE I AM, saying these things about Kathy to> 
day, and it seems that I never said them to her 
when she was alive. She'd have to come to me with 
the kisses. I'm sitting home alone at night now, and 
I see her in the hallways. I see the furnitiu-e we 
bought, and 1 see her sitting beside me on the 
couch. . . . 

"If I could go back again, I would do everything 
differently. I would let her know how much she 
meant to me. But I cant do that, and it seems like 
the only thing I can do is try to make other people 
know it. Look at your husband. Look at your wife. If 
you think you have things pretty nice, say it out 
loud. Don't assume that they're going to he there 
forever. Someday they're going to walk out the door 
and never come back again. I didn't think of any of 
this until Kathy was dead. It's too late for me. It's 
not too late for others." „ . ^.^.„,„_ „ 

CoDvnght © 1978 by Bob Qreena 
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It »iin't be long twtore residents of 
Anchorage, Kansas City and Louis­
ville are getting their chuckles out of 
W G N T V s "Bozo Circus" and late-
night vintage films. 

Already millions of viewers across 
the country are being treated to the 
full gamut of programming that origi­
nates from the station, Chicago's larg-
6.11 and one of America's most lucr­
ative i ' - ' pendent television stations. 

It is coming to them courtesy of 
satellite transmissions and cable TV 
subscription, relatively new advance-

Today 
on TV 
Diane Mermigas 
TV-radio critic 

ments in telecomniunicalions which 
sound like Greek to viewers in metro­
politan areas like Chicago wbei'e (un­
like mo.st of the United Stales) mul­
tiple channel section comes in loud 
and clear without help from special 
gadgets. 

A number of recent government de­
cisions geared al liberating the cabc! 
T V industrv- is responsible for this 
new arrangement, which allows the 
combined use of satellite and cable to 
deliver distant TV signals from out of 
state into cable-serviced areas. 

The Federal Communications Com­
mission recently approved requests 
by four major satellite s>-stera com­
panies to simply pick up the WGN-TV 
signal and beam it via satellite lo an 
unlold number of small cable com­
panies who pay a tee for the pro­
gramming. 

The cable companies in lum sell 

rogramming on its way to Alaska 
such "out of area programming" to 
households on a monthly fee and spe­
cial hook-up basis. 

United Video Inc. of Tulsa, one of 
the four satellite operations involved, 
is already beaming WGN-TV pro­
gramming to 800,000 cable subscribers 
throughout the country and plans to 
send it to at least two million cable 
homes within the next two years. 

T H E I N T E H t S T I N G thing about all 
of this is that WGN-TV doesn't make 
one dime off the new arrangement 
and has absolutely no control over 
what FCC-approved salellite company 
decided to pick up its signal. 

This is the first case of its kind, so 
there i.sn't enough expertise in this 
area for anyone to really know what 
the advantages and disadvantages to 
all of this will be to our station. 

"We're very pleased that someone 
thought enough of WGN-TV to want 
to pick up our signal specifically." 
said Sheldon Cooper, vice president 
and director of broadcasting for WGN 
(Continental Broadcasting. 

"At this point, we can't do an>ihing. 
So. we're just going to sit back and 
watch what happens. I don't think it 
will have any effect on our program­
ming." he said. 

T h e uncertainties are as tre­
mendous as the potentials, making it 
a mixed blessing for independent 
broadcasters. 

WG.N-TV W I L L eventually be able 
to sell its advertising time based on 
an estimated number of national 
viewers, ralher than only local view­
ers, be said. 

An inciease in advertising revenues 
for the .station would help to suppie-
merl the cost of producing and pur­
chasing more first-run programming 
(like the commercial networks) that 
would l)e imperative if the station 
were jervicir.g a national audience. 

In the 17 stales that arc already re- j 
ceiving the WGN-TV signal by cable. ; 

^ Channel 9 programming is "blackcd-
|Oul" if lliat parlicul-"- program Hike ' 

the syndicated jiiue" show) is . 
already being carr iei by another local ^ 
station. 

"Economically »-e may eventually ' 
have the potential to make more men- | 
ey, but it is also going to cost us more 
money," one WGN-TV official said. 

' When we go to buy syndicated re­
runs, like many of the shows we air 
now, the distributor will charge us 
more money because they will be able 
to say that we are reaching more 
viewers." 

SPONSORS ALSO W I L L find'diffi-
culty in purchasing air time, not 
being certain just where or when their 
commercial sports will air. 

It will almost be as if WCN'-TV. ai)d 
any other indcpendenl television sta-
lion that finds itself in the same p i f l i -
camcnl, will be competing directly 
with tlic commercial TV networks for 
rational viewers while, ironically, 
having little or no control over the sit­
uation, 

" B u i . we'll never find ourselves in a 
silualion wliere one independent illa­
tion blankets the country the way a 
network now does, because the beauty 
ot t,it)le television is its JO or more 

channel rap.ici'y. A cvjble tcleviston 
\it;«er has .in ahinidjnce of choices. 
Tlio network:- c m still only offer 
cne." he said, pointing to cable TV's 
range fmm round-tlieclock news and 
wea'hi^r reports lo local amateur vari­
ety shows and sports events. 

I IOWEVKH. COOFEK is concerned 
thst the proposed deregulation of the 
cable TV JndusliT, part of the current 
rcwTite of the ronimunicalions Act of 
1934, may adversciy affect smaller, 
less economically powerful indr|ien-
dent local slaiion.'i. 

•Wc don't wani to lose our local TV 
stations, and we don't want to lose 
sight of our local viewers cither. Our 

programming will not change rei^ard-' 
less of our new national exposuic be­
cause our license Is here in Chic.igo. 
We have an ohligtition lo serve our 
local viewers first," Cooper said. 

Ju.st how much this newfound power 
and potential of cable television will 
eventually cripple the three gi;int 
commercial TV networks, no one is 
willing to .siieculate. 

Approximately 20 percent of the na­
tion, or 14 million homes, are cur 
rently wired lo recei\-e cable tele, 
vision, making it a potently com­
petitive force for the networks. How­
ever, AUr, CBS and NUC arc main-
laininp on oslriclilike st.'mcc at»ut all 
lhi,s new technology and Itow it threat­
ens to liiiil'-reul their power. 

" C A B L E . C O L T L E D with the bi-
creasing use of video caseil* record­
ers and players, pay television oper­
ations and two-way .systems like 
Q U B E in Columbus, Ohio. Is doing 
permanent damage to the networks' 
monopoly 

What it means is ultimately more 
exciting, aseful, diverse programming 
for the home viewer at a ralhcr min­
imal cost. 

About one out of every five Ameri­
can homes are already being ser^'ed 
by some 4.400 cable sysstems which 
gross $1.5 billion a year. 

A small U l I F television station hi 
Atlanta, attempting lo profit from the 
booming cable imluslry, for the past 
year and a half has t>een carried into 
some 43 states hy 500 satellite-cable 
systems serving about 2.5 millio.i sub­
scribers. 

T H E ( O I . O R F I L athletic entrepre­
neur and .station owner n E . "Twt" 
Tumor 111. in lelline his 24.|ioiir pro-
LT.immiiig lo households and air time 
lo anxious spon.soi?:, is off to a lucr­
ative start with his new businccs. 

Others are sure to follow. 
Indeed, it seems that not only the 

cable T V industry but all of'tcle-
communicalioiis is on the brink of a 
new and exciting era. 

What lieij.in 30 years ago as an aid 
to rural TV signal rec-cption and went 
on lo establisli itself as a s.ilahle pro-
gramming medium is now l)eginning 
to expand to more exotic services. 

T H E ENTllVSIA.KTIC use Pi cable 
television is making America a 
"wired nation,".and with analysts 
predicting an annual l,s percent 
growth rale for the imIustT, it kwks 

• like there's no end in sight. 
The advent of duplicated effort, con­

fusion, unregulated progranimirg and 
fraud .lie only some ol the problems 
broadcasters, the government and the 

• public will be faring 
But, in Ibis particular case, the po-

' IcnIial definitely outweighs Ihe prob­
lems 
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Area farmers, 
WGN team up 
for charity, 
education 

A misconception lirjers among some 
consumers In metropolitan areas that 
farming requires a strong back but a 
weak mind will do nicety, thank you. 

Mr. Greenjeans, so the uriwn story 
goes, plants his crops and harvests them 
after God has grown them, with no busi­
ness acumen required. No management 
skiU is needed to market crops because 
com is com and soybeans are soybeans. 
Everyone's product is the same so there 
is no necessity to outsmart competitors 
in the market place. 

THOSE OPI.NIONS are not as univer­
sally shared as they >nce were, to be 
sure, but it has taken farmers a long time 
to shake the hayseed ii nage. 

Consumers know Utile about [arming if 
they think good management practices 
•don't play a role in success or failure. In 
reality, farming is big business. In fact, 
agriculture is the nation's largest in-

. dustry with assets of $531 billion equaling 
75 percent of the capital assets of all 
manufacturing corporations In the Unit­
ed States. 

With that kind of an investmeht to pro­
tect, farmers aren't dummies anymore, if 
indeed, they ever were But getting the 
public to appreciate their endeavors is 
another matter. 

FORTlJ>fATELV, farmers sometimes 
get help in telling their story from unex­
pected places and unusual people you 
wouldn't expect to take an interest in ex­
plaining what farming is all about. 

Take, for example, Wally Phillips, 
WGN radio.j]ersonaUtY. With the help of 
the Illinois Farm Bureau and more than 
150 generous farmers, Phillips has organ­
ized an unusual exercise in public educa­
tion. He hopes to make city people aware 
of some of the production and marketing 
problems farmers face. 

The more than 150 participating farm­
ers scattered in 47 counties each have 
agreed to donate the proceeds from one 
acre of corn to the "Neediest Children's 
tliristmas Fund ", which happens to be 
Phillips' favorite charity, 

FOR FARMERS who have agreed to 
cooperate, the idea is more than making 
a donation to a worthwhile cause. It's an 
opportunity to get a large audience of 
consumers interested in understanding 
the farmers' problems. The message 
Phillips hopes to relate Is that there is 
more to being a farmer than lUnply 

. planting crops and harvesting them. 
To do that, the radio personality has "a 

150-acre farm" with one-acre fields scat­
tered from one end of the state to the 
other. E:3Ch field will be sold separately 
during the dailv radio program by Phil­
lips who will negotiate with grain dealers 

By Charles E. Hallam 
Argus Farm Editor 

on price, trying to get the best deal. Par­
ticipating farmers will be interviewed by 
telephone during the program and will 
explain their production costs. The only 
deductible expense from their donation, 
however, will be $35 for harvesting, haul­
ing and drying the crop. 

FROM THE INTERVIEWS, listeners 
will learn about labor costs, and the in­
vestment In land, fertilizer, seed, chemi­
cals, harvesting and Interest on borrowed 
money. 

Among the dozen participating farmers 
from the Quad-City area Arlin and Jim 
Neumann of near Milan. Like the others 
who enrolled in the program, the Neu­
mann brothers agreed to donate an acre 
of com (141 bushels) because the idea of 
teaching consumers a lesson in farm eco­
nomics appealed to their business judge­
ment and because the money goes to a 
good cause. 

"THE WALLY PHILLIPS program 
reaches the people we need to convince," 
says Jim Neumann, whose main respon­
sibility in the family partnership is han-
dUng about 1,000 head of market hogs, a 
cow herd of about 160 head, and a fairly 
good sized feeding operation. 

His brother, Arlin. who is the field crop 
manager, says production costs, exclud­
ing land, totals approximately $1.17 a 
bushel. If land cost is figured at a conser­
vative $1,500 an acre. Interest on the In­
vestment would easily add another $1 a 
bushel to the cost of production figure. 
To break even on a 141-bushel yeild, Neu­
mann would have to get approximately 
$2.20 a bushel. 

"MOST P E O P L E in metropolitan 
areas have no idea how much it costs to 
produce a bushel of com. " Jim Muse.s. 
Hopefully, interviews with farmers on 
the radio program will bring to light the 
economic facts of farm life as PhilUps 
tries to sell the com for what it cost a 
farmer to grow it. If nothing else, th? 
program should convince listeners that 
farming successfully requires manage­
ment skills in high degree. 

The com must be sold before (Christ­
mas. The program is aired at 7:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday on WGN Radio 
h) Chicago. 

Participating Quad-City area farmers, 
in addition to the Neumanns are Graham 
Farms. Biggsville: Virgil Hofer and Stew­
art and Jim Mueller, all of Taylor Ridge; 
Walter Holstine and James Lawson, both 
of Milan: George Larson and L. E . 
Reschke. both of Geneseo; Vic Johnsen, 
Port Byron; Kenneth Spring, Alpha; 
Earl WiUon, Little York, and Wood 
Cliarolais Farm, Reynolds, 

MAKE DONATION - Arlin Neumann, left, 
and his brother, Jim, farmers in the Milan 
area, are among more than 150 Illinois far­
mers who donated one acre of corn each to a 
charity in Chicago but generosity was oniy a 
part of their motive. The corn will be sold 
by the host of a popular Chicago radio.show 

during air time in order to demonstrate to 
metropolitan listeners the management 
skills required of farmers to raise crops and 
sell them at a favorable price. The program 
was promoted by the Illinois Farm Bureau. 
(Argus Photo) 
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IWMAQ Suffers 
In Chi Sweeps 

Almost anyone with a sharp pen­
cil could find good news in the Nov­
ember Chi sweeps reports, with the 
exception of VVMAQ-TV, the rating-
troubled Windy City NBC o&o. Al­
though g.m. Bob Walsh is assumed 
to have another sweeps book or two 
to get that troubled station back on 
its feet, the fact is that the low num­
bers that vValsh inherited have got­
ten lower. 

WGN-TV, the only indie V in the 
market, nas tightened its hold on the 
4:30 to 7 p.m. daypart with a 12 
rating for its off-net reruns that 
leaves the owned-station local 
newscasts in the dust. As a matter of 
fact, with its increase in its noon­
time "Bozo's Circus," y r , \ - T V is 
now tied for second place (with 
WBBM-TV) against all of network 
daytime programming, with WLS- ^ 
TV (ABC) winning with an eight 
rating and WMAQ-TV trailing with 
a four. To put it another way — for 
the first twelve hours of its broad­
cast day, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
WG.N-TV pn average beats all of the 
competition. Even in primetime, 
WGN-TV. is not in bad shape — by 
switching from "Star Trek" to 
"Carol Burnett" reruns, it went 
from a six to a 10 at 7 p.m. 

In the Nielsen figures for the o&o 
late news race, WLS-TV held its 
comfortable lead with a 22 rating 
and 36 share, up two rating points 
and four share points from a bad 
book of a year ago. WBBM-TV also 
improved itself in the 10 p.m. news 

I — from a 17/27 a year ago to a 19/30 
currently. WMAQ-TV limped in 
with a 12/20, down from the 15/24 of 
a year ago that many thought was 
as low as a network-owned station 
was likely to go in the key late news. 

The early news race continues al-
i most as a tie between WLS-TV and 
I WBBM-TV. 

) - - • • 
UovmbdA 16, 197S 

By Jerry Field 
LAST WEEK the Federal 

Communications commission granted 
four satellite companies permission to 
carry the entire W(jIiJaWn-oadcast 
day. This will be the first time in 
broadcast history that a local station 
will be seen nationally. 

WGN-TV, regarded as the most 
successful independent television 
station in the nation, was selected by 
the satellite companies because of 
their quality of broadcast product, 
which includes the Chicago Cubs 
baseball games, the Chicago Bulls 
basketball games and the most 
successful program block of children's 
shows including Ray Rayner and 
"Bozo's Circus." 

This pickup via satellite of the 
WGN-TV programing will make Jack 
Taylor and the WGN-TV news team 
nationally known personalities, as the 
satellite wiU beam the entire WGN-TV 
broadca_i day to an estimated 800,000 
horn or about 2 million people. 

Mjre news at WGN-TV news: The 
local election coverage by the station 
was seen by the largest audience in 
the station's history. Its rating was 
almost the total of the three network 
stations combined. WGN-TV often airs 
"counter-programing" to the three 
networks. In last week's elections. 

to pick y 
broadcast 
while the network coverage of the 
election continued, WGN-TV remained 
with its regualr programing, 
continually inserting election results 
through the night. Hence, the high 
ratings. « 


