
J u l y 27, 1978 

ROBERT E. HENLEY MP WAYNE R. VRIESMAN 

NAMED TO NEW POSTS AT 

WGN CONTINENTAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 

ROBERT E. HENLEY has been named P r e s i d e n t and General Manager of WGN 
Co n t i n e n t a l Broadcasting Company's two new C a l i f o r n i a r a d i o p r o p e r t i e s , 
KCRA (AM)and KCTC (FM) i n Sacramento. 

WAYNE R. VRIESMAN has been named S t a t i o n Manager of WGN Radio, succeeding 
Henley. 

Both announcements were made by DANIEL T. PECARO, P r e s i d e n t and C h i e f 
E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , WGN C o n t i n e n t a l B r o a d c a s t i n g Company. 

Henley w i l l have t o t a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the day-to-day o p e r a t i o n s of 
WGN's new C a l i f o r n i a p r o p e r t i e s . 

^ A 19-year v e t e r a n , Henley s t a r t e d as a newswriter and a f t e r v a r i o u s advance­
ments became WGN T e l e v i s i o n News D i r e c t o r w i t h i n seven y e a r s . I n 1967, he 
was named Program Manager, WGN Radio, and was e l e c t e d a v i c e p r e s i d e n t of 
WGN C o n t i n e n t a l B r o a d c a s t i n g Company i n 1971. Three y e a r s l a t e r , he was 
named S t a t i o n Manager, WGN Radio, the p o s i t i o n he h e l d u n t i l May, 1975, 
when he was named V i c e P r e s i d e n t and Gener a l Manager - Radio, WGN C o n t i n e n t a l 
Broadcasting Company. 

Vriesman, an 18-year v e t e r a n , j o i n e d WGN i n 1960 as a newswriter a f t e r e a r n i n g 
h i s master's degree i n J o u r n a l i s m from Northwestern U n i v e r s i t y . 

I n 1964, he was promoted to News Producer f o r WGN T e l e v i s i o n and, a f t e r a ye a r 
as n i g h t News S u p e r v i s o r f o r both r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n , was t r a n s f e r r e d to Denver 
to head the news oper a t i o n of KWGN T e l e v i s i o n . He re t u r n e d to head WGN Radio 
and WGN T e l e v i s i o n ' s News department l a s t y e a r and s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r was 
e l e c t e d a V i c e P r e s i d e n t of WGN C o n t i n e n t a l . 

Our Best Wishes and Co n g r a t u l a t i o n s to Mr. Henley and Mr. Vriesman i n t h e i r 
new p o s i t i o n s . 

We w i l l a l l miss you. Bob. 

A A * * 

...... riLi. 
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(flELCOmS 

METEORLOGJST TOM SKILLING 

THOMAS E. SKILLING, No. 1 noted metzonjolog-Ut on Ultwaakzz teZzvl&ton, 

btcxmt a. mmbeA oi the WGN Radto and WGN Tztzv-Uton iamlty. 

SKILLING, who jolnA ROGER TRIEMSTRA, M W L oU^cUalZy bzgtn ku dutlzh 

on AuguAt 13 iofizcoAting thz mathzh. on thz 10 p.m. tzlzca&t oi "JACK 

TAYLOR and NEWSNINE" and on mdto'-i "THE WALLV PHILLIPS SHOW," among othzK 

appoMJianzQA. 

Thz 16-yzan. old mmbzn. oi thz Amzntaan MutzoA-otogteat Soctety bzgan ku> 

iMzatkeJi ioAzzaitlng cjwzzn. at thz unbztizvabtz agz oi 14, uohzn kz WOM htfizd 

by WKKV tn AuAona, liLinola. AitVi tkfuzz yzau, kz jolnzd WLKT-TV tn Axxhafm. 

and itill kzpt up hu schooling dafung thz day. 

In 1970, hz movzd to Hadt&on, Wti>zoni>tn, whztz hz did tkz ntgktty wzathzn. on 

WKOW-TV and WTSO Radio iofi iouA yzaJU>, wkiZz attznding thz UntvzA&iXy oi 

Wticomtn. EolloMing a yzcui at WTLV-TV In Jazk&onvMz, TZjOKtda., kz AztWinzd 

to WiAzomtn Aji /975 to Jotn WITI-TV tn HUwaiikzz, whznjz kz ioon became tkz 

city'6 top mztzofLologiAt. 



COMPm AMMJVEKSARIES -- CdNGRATULATJOMSl 

B I L L iZLakcVLd] PHILLIPS [Mm^ CameAoman) 
cttzbfwuttd 30 yecuu mtk WGW QYI July 6. 
BAJUL /le&iddi -in WZmidtka with. hiA wliz 
VlfLQlnlci. 

ROBERT C. SHOMEROCK - EngineeA in tkz tzlzvt6ton 
oAza, ob&mvzd twenty-^ivz yecua with WGN on 
July 7. 

Although Bob hoA not given uA any ^uAtkeK. in^on-
mation, we a/ie iutly awa/ie oi hiA outstanding 
attendance /lecoAd with the company. RecofidA 
dating back to 1964 i,kow tkat Bob hoA been absent 
iofi only 2 days'. Can anyone elAe in tke company 
top that? j i A r i 

. . s i s 

KOBW WHITMORE {News Cametaman] celebfiated 10 yea/iA 
wltk WGN on JuZy S. Robin /lesidei, in PaZattne with 
hiA wiie, Patty, and tkeix. tkA.ee ckiZdAen - Tod, 15; 
Tim 13, and Hindy 7. 

A iojw yeoAS ago, Robin WOA a mmbeA oi tke cAew tkat 
pAeAented tke awoAd-winning documentoAy, "What Pftice 
Dignity." 

Robin I A active with tke Boy Scouts and ke and Patty 
woAk wiXk klgk school youth gnaups In Palatine. 
The iamily enjoys camping togetken. and Robin and 
son Tod enjoy pkotognxipky. 

Bill PkilZlpS 

Bob SkoneAock 

m 
u 
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Robin WkitmoAe 
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COMPANY miVEnSARlES — CONGRATULATIONS.' 

HANK SURMA [Mstitant ManageA, Radio Tmiilc 
Syitm&] cetdbfuxtzd 5 tjQjOM with WGN on July 
16t 

Hank li pant oi a tzam In QUA. Slai> Vzpa/Umznt which. 
/t6 Aziponslblz ioA all iaczts oi thz day-to-day 
fuoudlo tnaiitc opzfmttonA which tn\)ol\?zi> billing, 
copy instAucttoM, availabttittzi and alt pfw-
gnamming ionmatA which izzd Into a computzt that 
z&tabllAhzA tkz daily log. 

Hank znjoys spontA and pkotognapky. 
wliz Vzbblz fizAldz In Oak Lam. 

Hz and klA 
Hank Su/ma 

5 i <iik 
RAYMOtW?. KASFRZAK —EnglnzzA. In tkz teJtzvlAlon ,15 
anza, ob&QAvzd klA tzntk anntvzAAOAy wltk WGN on 
July 21. Hz and kiA wliz, Kathtyn, llvz In StAzam-
wood wltk tkzAA two AonA and two daagktznA wkosz 
ag&A Aangz inom 6 to 14. Ray's kobbleA atz iAzz-
lancz pkotoghjapky, playing tkz oAgan, tznnlA, biking, 
and IndooA and outdooA gaAdznlng. You namz It, Ray's 
done It In znglnzzAtng -- fizmotz and studio audio, 
vldzo shading, tzchnlcal dUizctoA, slo-mo, CkyAon, 
RE Aoom, maintznancz, camzAa, MC, ztc. 

Ray KaspAzak 

JOHN R. LOPATKA -- EnglnzzA In tkz tzlzvlslon 
tAonAmjtteA at tkz Hancock Building, obszAvzd tzn 
yzaAA wltk WGN on July 21. 

John Lopatka 



COMVm MMJUERSARJES — COmmULATJONSl 

EV WEWMAW coZzbAatzd kli> Stk onnlveMcuiy mZk 
WGN on July 23. He, I A a g/mduate. oi Qulnay 
CoZlzge., mcLjofUng In imtkematlcA, 

I n IfuA pAeszYit position at WGN, kii> dutieA , 
encompass tke customer seAvtae a/iea mtk 
AegoA-d to bitting complaints. 

Ed was a Vietnam combat vetenan oi tke U.S. 
AAmy In tke oAtlHeAy ileld. 

Ed enjoys pkotognapky and ilsklng. 

Ed Newman 

WELCOm TO THE WGN " iamlZy" 

JESSE JUAREZ {VupUcatlng) 

NEW ARRIVALS 

OUR HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

J c i i e JuoAez 

VAed A. Gey ex {engineering oHlce], upon tke blAth oi kls tklAd gAondcklld, Vavld, 
on TkuASday, July 2 0 , In Elk Mound, Wisconsin. Tke baby's pAoud paAents oAe Steve 
and Jan {GeyeA] VAanck. 

Vaijd^_Hj^_Hux^^ {englneeJt] and kis wiie, ChAls, upon the blAth oi tkeJJi second cklld, 
Vavld Paul, bom on EAiday, July 2 1 , In Evanston Hospital. Vavld iWetgked 9 lbs., 
6-1/2 O Z . 

EVERETT WILLIAMS {oAtist] and his wiie, GeoAglne, one the pAoud paAents oi tkelA 
second child, Evenett J A . boAn on July 25. EveneM. J A . weighed S lbs., 14 oz. 
TkelA little glAl, EAica, 2 yeoAh old Is happy to have a little bAotkeA. 



HAVFV EJHTHDAV TO: 

Vavd Abfmham - - July 31 Anlztgh Efvickson — August 4 
Hike Cusack - July 51 Ant Ambn-ozuoskt -- August 5 
COAI AndMAon - - August 2 John VeAdztnskl -- August 5 
John ImbuAQ-la - - August 3 Von WetnoA August 6 
Peggy CoAolan - - August 3 McAc Sahntldzn August S 
Qave OlzQAki. - August 3 ¥md Popp -- August S 
Tom Kadik - August 4 Rick TalZzy * — August 12 

Si 4 U 

WGW WOMEW'S SOrTBALL TEAM 

Ves, thz gnzat WGW WOMEW'S SOETBAll TEAM has bzzn ionmzd, thanks to thz ioilouilng 
14 mndzn^ul ladtzs: 

Ha/iy Bnjom 
Gatl Bnazz 
Liz Coggs 
Kay Vohn 
Pat Golata 
Chznyl Gnodzzkt 
Judith Hoiiman 

Janz Hzndzz 
KtmbznZy Munch 
Mae Weaee 
Wancy SeXtz ~" 
Mzschill Vangas 
Entn Wzndon-i 
Joannz WULiamS 

OuA itnst pnacXtcz datz has been szt ion Tuesday, August 1, at 5:30 night outsldz 
hznz at WGM. We hopz to szz many oi oun. inlznds out tkznz to ckzzn a* on and gznznatz 
enthusiasm ion thz team. 

We hope to be getting unlionms beione OUA ilAst game, which Is tzntatlvzZy szt ion. 
Tuesday, August s^galnst ABC. The exact time and place wUit be announced tatzn.. 

Also, we would llkz to request that li any oi those cneative minds out there can 
suggest a name ion ouA team, please write It down and send It to JAWE MENVE2, Room 125. 

QUARTER-CENTURIAN 

Plans a re now being made f o r the SECOND ANNUAL WGN QUARTER-CENTURIAN g e t - t o g e t h e r . 
T h i s group i s composed of persons who have worked f o r WGN f o r 25 y e a r s . A l e t t e r 
w i l l be going out very soon to a l l persons who ar e e l i g i b l e . I f you don't r e c e i v e 
your l e t t e r or have a d d i t i o n a l names to give us, p l e a s e c o n t a c t ROY CONE, JIM FEELEY, 
VIRGINIA ROGERS or TONY SULLA. . 

GET WELL WISHES to : . 
Delores K o l t z at 
Lutheran General H o s p i t a l i1 
1775 Dempster 
Park Ridge, 111. 60068 Room 632 - Bed 5 

MORE GET I-JELL WISHES TO: Dick E r l e n b a c h and D i c k Jungers a t home. 



MERRI DEE RECEIVES AWARD 

MEKRl DEE r e c e i v e d an award from the S p e c i a l Olympics Program of I l l i n o i s f o r h e r 
" I n t e r e s t , enthusiasm and u n s e l f i s h e f f o r t s which gave s p e c i a l c h i l d r e n a chance 
to leatm, a chance to grow and a chance to know the j o y of s p o r t s and a t h l e t i c 
competition through p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the S p e c i a l Olympics." 

Signed by: Senator Edward Kennedy 
Mrs. E u n i c e S h r i v e r 

CHANGE OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS i ^ / » ' ^ . . j - ; ; ' J' 

JACK JACOBSON 224 & 225 
WAYNE VRIESMAN 392 & 393 P l e a s e change your d i r e c t o r y 

RECIPE OF THE WEEK ZUCCHINI CAKE 
3 eggs - beat u n t i l l i g h t ... add il 
2 cups sugar 
1 cup o i l y . ' • * • > . » v . ! 

2 cups GRATED ZUCCHINI 
3 cups s i f t e d f l o u r ^ ^ ^ i ' i " ' M • "U - v j a 
1 t s p. s a l t 
1 t s p . baking soda . j b*' v >n - , 
1/4 t s p . baking powder 
1 t s p . cinnamon iq-*'^-'* ,'hC'/'^s4 'i---. 

S i f t dry i n g r e d i e n t s i n t o mixture mix. Add 1/2 cup chopped (baking) nuts and 1/2 
cups f r e s h chopped c r a n b e r r i e s . 

Bake 350 degrees f o r 1-1/4 or 1-1/2 hours ... u n t i l brown.... t e s t . 

Note: I f you do not use c r a n b e r r i e s , cut sugar by 1/4. Bake i n TWO l o a f pans, grease 
and f l o u r . ,,,,, ^̂ .̂  A.i^:ij4M mm ^^^t^ mmnsM ^iM r^mW} 

Hotel Use f r e s h c r a n b e r r i e s , not j e l l . 

Marty : Gee, I can't make up my mind whether I should ask Kate or E d i t h to be my w i f e . 
Smarty: Well, you can't have your Kate and E d i t h , t o o l 

RAY RAYNER a s k s . . . . When r a i n f a l l s , does i t ever get up again? 
Answer — ... Oh, yes i n dew time. 

A l i t t l e kindness from person to person i s b e t t e r than a v a s t l o v e f o r a l l humankind. 
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"FOURTH ANWUAi. BLACK ATHLETES HALL OF FAME AWARZ?5" 

ON WGN TELEVISION JULY 2S 

White Sox ManageA. LoAAy Voby 1-6 One oj Eight Indixct.2.e,i, 

The "VouAth Annual PAeientatton oi the Black Athletes Hall oi fame Awands," 

hosted by Bill Cosby, will be avied at. 7 = 30 p.m., Vfitday, July U on WGN Tele-

v-Lslon 9. 

The 90-minute special boaits an Impne^slve AosteA oi guest stoAS, and en-

tenta<neAS, including: Alan King, Howand Cosell, Natalie Cole. Al Gneen, Lou 

Rawls, Milton Benle, Vlck GAegony, Richie Haven, Geo Age Plimpton, Billy Paul, 

Chuck Manglone, fnanco HoAAis, EoAl MonAoe, Geonge Benson, Miss Unlvense, Lady 

flash, Wllma Rudolph, BUI BAadley and Jackie and Randy Jackson. PAeceding each 

Inductee's awand, thene mil be iUm cllpi oi thelA achievements. 

Chicago White Sox ManageA LoAAy Voby will be one oi the eight Inductees 

honored; the otheu ane supeAStans Wllt_ Ckambefilaln and 0. J . Simpson; Vlck 

"NlghtAaln" Lane, the VetAoit Lions Stan and All-Pno ioA thnee stnalght yeans; 

Nell C. Jackson, a leaden In the ilght ion both blacks and women in sponts and 

the ilAst Black woman on the Boand oi Vinectons oi the U, S. Olympic Committee; 

Wendell Scott, the ilnst Black pnoiesslonal nace caA dnlven; Edwand Stanley 

Temple, Head Coach ion the USA Tnack and field team ion past Olymplci; Ike 

Williams, Boxing's Wonld Lightweight Champion inom 1947-51. . i f « ; f * 

The Black Athletes Hall oi fame was iounded in 1974 by Olympian Chanles 

May 6. 



Wally Phillips: WGN's morning star 
Page 3 



Sunday MaRarine, Rorkfnrd, luly 9, 1978 

Phillips talks while Fred Kefler, right, gets a record ready 

Wally is king of morning radio 
Uy D A V E Z I M M E R M A N 

C H I C A G O — At dawn and through 
that mad time of flying ce r ea l , Wal ly 
l 'hillip.i is there. 

Thon the grand mas t e r of conversa ­
tion, relevant information and diver ­
sion l iteral ly guides his radio au ­
dience through rush-hour horrors and 
offers them a hand up during the mid-
inorning s lump. 

Then he is gone, leaving loyal l is ­
teners feeling a little more content 
;in(l eared about, perhaps even 
.snKtrter (if knowing how to say 
"h; i i iani i nose " in Afganistan is an 
itidication of intelligence). 

Wnlly Phi l l ips has been king of 
morning radio here s ince he deposed 
Howard Mil ler more than 10 years 
ngo The most recent .Arbitron r.nlings 
indicate his 5:30 to 10 a .m. show on 
\\'(',\s more l isteners than the 
three runner up stations combined. 

His success formula is s imp le : G ive 

the l i steners what they l ike. In radio, 
a med ium in which " f o r m a t " usual ly 
is r a m m e d down l isteners throats (or 
ea r s ) and false enthus iasm l inks the 
Top 40, Ph i l l i ps ' a i rwave s seem a l ­
w a y s f resh. 

Who else knows p rac t i ca l l y every 
street r epa i r site to be avoided in the 
city and has half of Ch icago ready to 
fi l l h im in if he forgets one? Who 
would c a l l a resort in I p anema and 
ask for that girl in the song who is 
" t a l l and tan and young and love ly " 
and wa lks on the beach each day? Or 
spend considerable a i r t ime giving 
very expl ic i t directions to Wrigley 
F i e l d to a nervous mother about to 
take her nine-year-old son to his first 
pro basebal l g ame? 

Such random delights and bits of 
help in getting through the day are 
what m a k e Wal ly Phillip.s Wal ly Phi l ­
l ips. 

He r i ses each morning at .'i.'lO at his 

Winnetka home and dr ives down the 
E d e n s and Kennedy to a sma l l restau ­
rant that has fresh orange juice . 

He a r r i v e s at the station so bright-
eyed and alert that he is an affront to 
those less able to r i se and shine at an 
unholy hour. 

The studio bookshelves cannot hold 
the resource mate r i a l s that enable 
h i m to locate near ly any fact within 
the universe . People c a l l Wal ly when 
they want to know the number of 
ha i r s on their heads or the weather 
conditions at Unc l e F e r d ' s cabin nea r 
the Okefenokee Swamp . 

If Wal ly doesn't know the answer , 
someone out there in " t h e big f a m i l y " 
does. Ph i l l i ps ' show brings people 
together, and, in a city whose inhabi ­
tants general ly communica te with 
shrugs, that is something. 

Although Phi l l ips w i l l turn over his 
a i r t ime to breaking news of major 
consequence, he perce ives morning 

as a t ime for palatable mater ia l . 
" T h e last thing people want in the 

morning is cont rove r sy . " he says . 
" I t ' s enough of a fight for people to 
get up and get going. 1 never c a l c u -
latedly introduce controversy. I t ' s not 
that I want to avoid i t ; I just don't get 
involved in i t . " 

He keeps in tune with his l isteners 
by imag in ing what they are doing, 
just as though he ' s actua l ly with them 
from the t ime they wake up until 10 
a .m. 

T h e f irst hour or so is fair ly low-key 
— weather and news are emphas ized . 
The 7 to 8 p.m. period is " f a m i l y 
t i m e , " a tough period when Phi l l ips 
offers some d ivers ion , perhaps a 
mind-teas ing E l l e r y Queen Mystery 
that might unite a har r ied family. 
F r o m 8 to 9 p.m. he sees the mother 
sighing with re l ief at the last door 
s l am and the husband dr iv ing to work 
and needing traff ic flow reports. 

T h e f inal hour i s loose, full of 
wh imsy , interest ing i tems and longer 
conversat ions . 

T h e c a l l e r s a re of every descr ip ­
tion. On this pa r t i cu l a r day, the 
monotone voice of a young m a n in­
forms Ph i l l ips that he has not slept 
(or two days and wants to know the 
record for s tay ing awa|[e. In seconds. 

On the cover 
Wally Phillips delivers some 

instructions to his crew during 
his top-rated morning show on 
W G N radio. 

Wally Phillips at work: signalling, phoning, talking, thinking 
Photos by 
jim Quinn 
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Phillips lets his callers be the stars 
Continued from Page 3 

Phi l l ips has the an swe r (288 hours), 
l i e is kind in a s ituation in wh ich most 
ta lk show hosts would get their k icks 
out of mak ing the c a l l e r seem a 
weirdo. He finds out if the youth is 
taking anything to s tay awake and 
learns it 's orange ju i ce . 

With a matter-of-fact explanat ion of 
what symptoms the ca l l e r might ex­
per ience , he a sks the ca l l e r to check 
in later . 

Ph i l l ips only gets into put-downs or 
one -upsmanship with those who can 
d i sh it out. 

' • " L i s t e n , " he s ay s to one ca l ler 
who ' s putting h im on, " W h a t size 
trunk you w e a r ? I have a couple of 
f r iends in R i v e r F o r e s t who c a n be 
there in a couple of h o u r s . " 

O r later, after pa r ry ing with anoth­
er ca l ler , be s ay s ' "You ' r e no day at 
the beach either, f e l l a , " and hangs 
up 

T h e hundreds of ca l l s r ece ived each 
morning a re winnowed by the show's 
producer, Ma r i l yn Mi l ler , whom Ph i l ­
l ips descr ibes a s " i n d i s p e n s a b l e . " 

Mi l ler sa id she attempts to nar row 
the ca l l s to those that a re interesting 
and convey questions and in forma­
tion that might t>e on other l i s te rs ' 
minds. The rea l c rackpots , those 
threatening suic ide , etc . , often are 

. given other numbers to c a l l for help. 

Phi l l ips is advised of a pre-selected 
~ r a i l by a messugc Mi l ler r e l ays v ia a 

c losed-circuit T V monitor. I t includes 
• ' the person 's name , brief ly descr ibes 

h i s subject and usua l ly a comment on 
Uib verba l ski l l s and wit , " E x t r a 
s h a r p . " "Not very s h a r p , " etc 

Somet imes the tone of the next cal l 
is communicated by a " h a p p y f a c e " 
or sad one held up by Mi l le r . 

I'hu.s Phi l l ips immed i a t e l y c an be­
gin a conversat ion with "He l l o . 
M.il'el \\m sound antsy today " Be-
ciiiise the c a l l e r s a re properl,\ 
screened. Phi l l ips can a l low them to 
take the show and run with it. Thov 
h<-e(.nie the " s t a r s ' " of the p rog ram, 
and Phi l l ips is the m a t c h m a k e r who 
olliivis them to touch and know one 
another 

Ph i l l ips ' l i s teners a r e e spec ia l l y en­
tertained by the s h o w s use of 'wi ld 

Producer Marilyn Miller and engineer Skip Brezmski on duty in control room. 
c a r d " voices that a re slipped in 
without warn ing by the engineers in 
the control booth. One of the host 's 
favorites is what he ca l l s the " s i s s y 
voice " that s impers , "Wa l l y , a r e you 
m a d at m e ? " 

Others are of known enterta iners 
taken from recordings or other public 
f igures who have come to know Wal ly 
and supply h im with choice bits when 
they ' re in Chicago. 

" Y o u think you ' re so sma r t , Wal ly 
P h i l l i p s , " b reaks in an hys te r i ca l Ann 
Meara . " B u t you don't know anythmg 
about suffering and pain. . . Y o u wan­
na know something Wal ly P h i l l i p s ' 
Y o u ' r e not gonna m a k e i t ! " 

Don R i ck l e s occas iona l ly informs 
l isteners that Phi l l ips is " a twring 
g u y " and Mickey Rooncy, Foster 
Brooks and Broder i ck Crawford a r c 
other favorites. Tonto might be heard 
s aymg " M e s e e " in the middle of a 
c o m m e r c i a l and the engineers delight 
in dubbing in a woman panting and 
giggling over the mus ic . 

T h e mus ic Phi l l ips p lays never is a 
c rutch or time-fi l ler. Somet imes it is 
absent and Phi l l ips sai ls through his 
•I'/i-hour show with nary a m u s i c a l 
interruption and one two-minute 
'comfort b r e a k " What mu.sic there 

is usual ly is keyed to a news i tem or a 

specif ic date, such a s a composer ' s wedding day and offering h im a free 
birthday. Ph i l l ips goes easy on top t icket to that day ' s game. T h e guy 
pop, going so far as to play the Bee was heard by a mil l ion l isteners a c -
Gee s ' " S a t u r d a y Night F e v e r " songs tual ly sounding torn between the two 
or Ne i l D iamond. events. Phi l l ips sa id the new law. 

An F C C rul ing has somewhat which requires that all those cal led be 
c r amped Phi l l ips ' style. The r e was a asked their permiss ion before they ' re 
t ime he pulled such hi lar ious p ranks 
as ca l l ing a fanat ica l Cubs fan on his 
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Other stations keep trying 
but can't beat his ratings 

» f g , -
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put on the air, was made because 
other radio personalities "abused" 
their freedom. 

Phillips was raised in southeast 
Ohio, an area that he says is "the 
most accent-free place in the coun­
try . " At one point he planned to be a 
Passionist monk, but that lifestyle 
lost its appeal after he spent three 
years in a preparatory seminary. 

After a stint in the mil itai^ during 
World War I I that offered him some 
radio experience, Phillips said he be­
came a "drifter," working at a varie­
ty of jobs and eventually attended 
drama school one night per week in 
Cincinnati. His teacher was im­
pressed with his voice and his ability 
to communicate. 

"But I had no zeal for i t , " he said. 
" I t was just an easy thing for me to 
do. She (his instructor) sent out audi­
tion tapes and got me a job." 
' He worked in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and then returned to Cincinnati, 
where he held a number of jobs in 
radio and was fired from one. He 
later was teamed on radio and tele­
vision with Bob Bell, who now also is 
with WGN as Bozo the Clown. Along 
the way, uncomfortable with the trad­
itional disc jockey role and the chores 
of standard "hosts," he developed his 
low-key madcap style. 

When he came to Chicago to join 
WGN, Phillips remained only half-
serious about his work. A television 
variety show bombed, mostly be­
cause Chicago was not the place for a 

^show requiring a daily turnover of 
^celebrities. 
- ^i ; iwas in trouble," Phillips admits. 

" I hadHRad several jobs in several 
places arid I didn't care if I lost them 
or not. I didn't care much about 
anything. 

At the time he moved here he went 
into psychoanalysis, hoping to "es ­
tablish something rea l . " 

" I was unhappy enough to want to* 
find out what was wrong," he said. 
" I f you are experiencing a painful 
way of hving you won*t alter'it unless 
you can get to the origin of it. 

"There was nothing magical about 
it. There was no exact date on the 
calendar when I got better, but I did." 

With this help, he dug in and worked 
his way up to the morning slot. He is a 
constant advocate of openness and 
honest relationships. Divorced for the 
second time from his former wife, he 
has talked of his marital problems on 
the air. 

Phillips smiles at a humorous call during his show 
"There are impediments that are 

ingrained in so many of us , " he said. 
"Some of it comes from the 'be seen 
and not heard' syndrome that kids 
are raised with. They're not allowed 
to be themselves, not allowed to be 
involved in discussions at the dinner 
table. Why should people grow up to 
be nervous and afraid of one another? 
There's no reason for i t . " 

Staffers say that it is Phillips' sense 
of caring and humanity that allows 
him to stay on top and withstand the 
numerous assaults that have been 
launched by rival stations. Those who 
have attempted to imitate him and 
t r i e d e n t i r e l y ' ' n e w ' ' 
approaches have come and gone. A 
recent campaign was publicly an­
nounced as sure to outdo Phillips.. 
Cartoon advert isements p i c t u r e d 
WAIT 'S Bob Del Giorno about to 
clamber to the top of a mountain with 
Phillips up there stamping on his 
fingers. 

It angered both Phillips and his 
staff. 

What else makes the seemingly 
even-tempered Phillips angry? 

"The Ayn Rand types, the 'get out 
of my way people.' The kind of guy 
who leaves here and dumps his 
ashtray In the parking lot. The fakers, 
the people who don't ca re . " • 
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Pick a topic, any 
topic and Bill 

Berg will have an 
opinion on it that 
he is more than 

willing to express 
as he argues, 

cajoles and tries 
to make his 

listeners think on 
his afternoon 

WGN talk show 

Bill Berg — a talk s h o w purist 
by Pam Big ford Thomas 

F o u r smal l buttons flash on B i l l B e r g s 
phone, reminding him that four ca l lers a re 
patiently waiting for his ear. 

One guy wants to talk about the shooting 
of C T A drivers, and ironically, the next ca l l ­
e r is a young black C T A driver who wants to 
arpue against capital punishment. An irate 
White Sox fan is waiting to gripe atwui a 
sports column, while a proud but kooky dad 
wants to t*ilk about unusual F a t h e r ' s Day 
gifts. 

Berg holds up three fingers to producer 
John Madormo. who is commanding the 
phones in a sma l l glass txwth. punches hne 
number three and launches into a heavy but 
fascinating discussion with the C T A dr iver 
on whether capita l punishment gets to the 
root of cr ime. 

! ^ goes another show for WGN's B i l l Berg, 
Chicago 's number one radio man in the 
afternoon drive slot. Thread ing his way 
through a jumble of traffic reports, news 

spots and endless commerc ia l s . Berg talks 
to and with Chicago 's people. He kids them, 
argues with them, makes them laugh, and. 
he hopes, makes them think. 

Berg , who ca l l s himself a 2o-cent psychia ­
trist, is a talk show purist. No authors, t r iv ia 
quizzes or experts prop him up. Just you, me 
and B i l l talking on the a i r about whatever 
str ikes our fancy. 

But not having (hat guest to rely on to pro­
vide a theme and answer questions makes 
Berg ' s job that much harder. He has to be 
ready to talk about l iteral ly anything. 

"When you throw open the phone lines, 
people want to talk about basebal l , bow to 
curb violence on the C T A : whether Proposi ­
tion \ is appl icable in I l l inois; how they feel 
alwut the P a n a m a Cana l . It behooves me to 
have done r e sea rch to engage in meaningful 
conversation with these people. I owe U to 
my audience. " 

Accordingly. Berg says " I read my eyes 

r e d . " He has 70 files that he descr ibes as 
" bu l g ing " with information his l isteners 
send in and tidbits he picks up. 

His regular diet besides "wha teve r I can 
get my hands on . " is T ime . Newsweek, Peo­
ple. St. Lou is Sporting News, the New York 
T i m e s , U.S. News and World Report , and 
the National Enqu i re r . He l ikes to read at 
home in suburban Chicago, preferably late 
at night whi le his wife is engrossed in a 
novel, and he can concentrate, underl ine 
and sleep on it. 

" A lot of it is anticipation, antic ipat ing the 
lialf dozen things that will be most on people's 
minds. I get up in the morning, read the 
newspapers. listL-n to two or three newscasts. 
You develop a sixth sense. You say . is that 
the kind of thing people wil l pick up? After 
seven yea r s of this, I have a fairly good idea. 
But it keeps it fresh to be wrong . " 

Be rg ' s method of operation is to find out 
exact ly what the facts a r e on a potentially 
" h o t " topic. "Peop le hear what they want to 

hear. They take things out of context. So I 
have to be darned sure of what was sa id or 
done. 

B e r g s zeal for basing his show on facts 
underscores his deep concern about the r a ­
dio talk show format, which he says has b tvn 
" m o r e harmfu l than he lp fu l " in the past. 

Outlandish accusat ions , he says , go un­
chal lenged by talk show hosts. He warns his 
own ca l l e rs not to do i r reparab le damage to 
a person or compimy by hurl ing accusat ions 
by name. However well-intentioned they 
m a y b e , " I t ' s only half a s t o ry . " 

As a ca se in point. Be r g remembers re ­
cently twisting his radio dia l to a talk show 
where the guest was poet Rml M c K u e n Mc -
Kuen was talking about Anita B r y a n t s c a m ­
paign against gay rights. 

"An i t a Rryant apparently believes in what 
she ' s doing. " Be rg sa id . " I f Hod M c K u e n or 
anyone else wants to s ay he disagrees with 
her, fine, but he made some of the most in-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Bill Berg: 
(Continued from page 3) 

credible statements He sa id she was t ry ing 
to get people who agree with her to shoot 
homosexuals. That went right by <the host>." 

Berg does his best not to let i r rat ional or 
angry ca l lers run away with his show. F a ­
vorite Berg- phrases are . " I s n ' t that a bit 
s impl is t ic? " and " I think there 's a couple of 
things you haven't cons idered , " whereupon 
Berg lays out his opmion on an issue — aiKl 
he has one on everything. 

*'!f you imply that cal lers a re dopes, they'l l 
get hostile, and understandably so. Bu t if 
you are f irm but c iv i l , most people wi l l re ­
spond to that approach. But somet imes you 
have to say. ' I f you want to talk it out, then 
stay on the line, but otherwise I ' l l hang u p . ' " 

Be r g also is concerned about a paranoia 
he detepta in today's society, a n overwhe lm­
ing Watergate mental ity that sees a " B i g 
B r o t h e r ' government coverup in everything 
from U F O s to the Kennedy -K ing murders to 
the Bermuda Tr iang le , and he feels c o m ­
pelled to hunt up information that is a c ­
curate. 

"People fee] very close to the guy on the 
r ad io . " he said. " T h a t ' s why we have to be 
SO careful. There a r e some people who feel 
very strongly about the person on the a i r 
and live and die with everything you say . 

" T h a t ' s why it 's v-i-ong to use people, to l>e 
so glib. Some (radio personal it ies ) put peo­
ple down on the phone, and those people go 
away crushed, I can ' t do tha t . " s ays Be rg , 
who consistently takes pains to l isten and re­
spond to even the most rambl ing and confus­
ing kind of cal ler . 

Sitting in his tiny office cubic le that holds 
a chai r , a typewriter and a desk littered 
with books, papers and pamphlets, Be r g be­
gins to gather up the newspapers and other 

Bill Berg and wife, Charlene, frequently jog for a physical te lease from the job 's dally tensions 

mate r i a l he guesses c a l l e r s might refer to 
during today's program. 

Winding through WGN ' s maze of corridors. 
B e r g s ays i t ' s " m e n t a l t r a i n i n g " that al lows 
h im to devour information and r emembe r it 
we l l enough to produce it instantly when a 
ca l l e r a sks a question or m a k e s a statement 
he wants to refute. 

Be<^use of those Iwurs spent read ing and 
the concentration required to handle contro-

Bill Berg and producer John Madormo sort through day's news 

ve r s i a l and sensit ive topics, B e r g s a y s he 
needs " a release, which is anything phys ica l , 
in order to keep from going c r a z y . " T h a t 
day he had hiked 11 mi les with one of h i s f ive 
chi ldren, p layed an hour of tennis a n d r a n 
two mi les . 

A t about 5 '6" , he is stocky but sol id. No 
beer hellits for Berg , not l ike the one he i m ­
mediate ly needles radio personal i ty Bob 
Col l ins about a s he steps in the door of the 
orange and brown studio. 

" I ' d s ay they ' r e going to be t w i n s . " he 
teases the ta l l , bearded Col l ins, d ressed in 
j e a n s compared to B e r g ' s neat o f fwhite 
pants and beige print s i lk sh i r t . " Y o u gotta 
s t a r t running a g a i n . " 

Col l ins , accustomed to a bit of fr iendly 
banter as his show eases into Be rg ' s , pats 
his s tomach affectionately. " I ' v e got a lot 
invested in t h i s , " he s ay s . 

Left alone. B e r g tells his l i steners about a 
nationwide survey c i t ing inflation a s this 
country ' s number one problem. Only three 
percent sa id it was c r i m e , and he be l ieves 
more people a r e worr ied about c r i m e than 
that. 

So the whi r lw ind of ca l l s begins. Wi th in 
minutes a m a n is on the phone s ay ing c r i m e 
goes hand-in hand with inf lat ion, because 
most c r i m e is re lated to economic f rus t ra ­
tion. Be rg ' s suggested topic, however , turns 
out to be a dud. T h e second ca l l e r br ings up 
today's hot issue, the weekend shooting of a 
C T A dr ive r al legedly by a m a n on work - re ­
l ease from prison. " T h e s e guys a r e rea l l y 
getting sloppy about letting those d u m m i e s • 
on the street," the ca l l e r f inishes. 

St i l l in the first 15 minutes of the show, a n 
angry White Sox fan introduces the d a y ' s 
th i rd topic, charg ing that Chicago T r i bune 
co lumnist [Javid I s r ae l ' s latest co lumn " i s a 
del iberate r ip of the White Sox and f a n s . " 

B e r g has read the co lumn, but r eaches for 
the paper to refresh his memory . 

" T h i s is the T r i bune flaunting its power, 
showing it won't back down to White Sox 
Ow ner B i l l V e e c k , " the ca l l e r continues. 

B e r g hears a ring of paranoia " W h y must 
you a s sume this is policy set down by the 
T r i bune as opposed to the opmion of one 
writer'. ' " he a sks . 

T h e ca l l e r s a y s it 's too coincidenta l , and 
when the Sox a r c doing wel l they dese rve a 

pat on the back. B e r g emphas izes " I t ' s r a s h 
to j u m p to the conclusion it 's m a n a g e m e n t . " 

Now the ca l l e r does what m a n y people do; 
a s k s B e r g for his personal opinion. A self-
made know-it -al l f rom his voluminous r e ad ­
ing and frequent discussion of a v a r of 
i ssues , people c a n count on B e r g g 
what he thinks. Most a re a w a r e of his v i ^ws 
on controvers ia l topics, and ca l l to try to 
change his mind . 

A s B e r g pauses to think about this one. the 
ca l l e r s a y s Veeck was not out for publicity 
when he made his charges of s lanted cove r - . 
age of the White Sox by the Chicago Tr ibune. 
B i l l Wilson, a W G N public re lat ions m a n , 
doubles over in si lent laughter. 

Dec id ing it 's t ime to set the facts straight. 
B e r g s a y s forcefully, " V e e c k was proved to 
be dead w rong . " A bit more back and forth, 
a n d t h e c a l l i s o v e r . 

Lots of people. B e r g says , c a l l h im about 
sports because he does occas iona l Cubs 
games , d id the B e a r s play by play some­
t imes a n d used to do a sporty talk show on 
W I N D before coming to W G N . "Spor t s is ray 
f irst l o ve . " he admi t s . " E v e n t u a l i y I want to 
do t h e C u b s . " 

B e r g g lances at a s m a l l TV - t ype monitor 
to his r ight where h i s producer , who ta lks to 
the c a l l e r s before they got to B e r g ( " to 
m a k e su re they ' re not drunk or a n y t h i n g " ) , 
sends h im short s u m m a r i e s of what e a c h 
c a l l e r wants to talk about. 

B e r g p icks F a t h e r ' s D a y gifts, and a m i d ­
dle-aged m a n tells h i m he got this y e a r ' s 
most unusua l F a t h e r ' s D a y gift: goose qui l l 
toothpicks. I>id Be rg get anything unusua l? 

G r inn ing but determined to d i scuss this 
somewhat ser ious ly , B e r g l ists a shirt , a jog ­
ging outfit, a pedometer and a horseshoe 
game. T h e y d iscuss how thick quil ls a re a n d 
whether th<'\ r a n go between teeth, then the 
c a l l e r m a k e s it cfear he 's more mlc res ted in 
fun topics than sports or socia l mat te rs . 

" I ' d ra ther talk about pineapple upside 
down c a k e (another gift) t i ian a l l this ' "^y 
stuf f , " he s a y s , and hangs up. 

T h e next ca l ler , a young black C T A diTver, 
Iwpes to alter Be rg ' s v iews on capita l punish* 
ment . wh ich B e r g supports. T h e ca l l e r con ­
tends It may stop a n occas iona l murde r , but 
it doesn't solve the problem behirHl the c r ime . 

B e r g , however , s a y s stopping « m u r d e r 



Bill Berg sorts through files filled with 
tidbits that he may need 

m e a n s that person wi l l not be incarcerated , 
' ' and may meet someone who can help them 
take less than the bitter attitude they have 
i n l i f e . " 

The m a n continues i n a soft, concerned 
vo ice : The re ' s a need not just for an eye for 
a n eye, *'but to go in and see why these peo­
ple a re doing these th ings . " 

B e r g concedes that is definitely ideal. " B u t 
wha t do we do tonight for the people who 
h a v e to get on the L - t r a in , go shopping o r 
wallc in the p a rk? Don ' t you think we ought 
fo s a y to those people who would prey on 
tbem, you ' r e going to ca tch your lunch, so to 
s p e a k ? " 

•TTiere are so many things socially wrong," 
fhe ca l le r says , like no jobs and poor school­
i n g . H e s ays people a r e running from the 
c i ty because of c r ime , but they m a y be 
taking the solutions with them. 

T h e cal l goes on a little longer, with B e r g 
cr i t ic iz ing the .National A s sn . for the .Ad­
vancement of Colored People for fighting 
capi ta l punishment " because they are inad­
vertant ly doing a d isserv ice to the people 
they are trying to protect," like the black C T A 
dr iver ki l led this weekend. Good point, s ays 
the C T A driver on the other end of the phone. 

" S e e , " s ays Berg, hanging up, " w e get 
s i l ly as hell with goose quills and then we get 
b e a v 7 . " 

B e r g l iked that lengthy phone ca l l . " I ' d 
r a the r go for quality than quantity. I d soon­
er talk with a guy like that, a black guy con­
cerned with his people, a C T A driver, than 
get three frivolous nothing cal ls for three 
minutes ap iece . " 

B e r g weaves in news, a traffic report and 
a ca l l from a woman upset over conditions 
in Cook County Ja i l , 

l i e straighten.'; out some confusion over 
whether the Cubs will be on T V toniahl, 
answers a c;tU from a woman who want.-, to 
vote bad jii(li:t's out ot office, and listens to a 
woman upset about a newspaptT column 
derisive of the South. 

i t ' s almost f> p m. and Berg is fighting to 
get the news on the air . F ina l l y the woman 
hangs up. " W e r e late a ga in . " he says . 
" T h a t ' s the toughest part, even when they're 
intelligent trying to get them off the phone. " 

T h e frequent commerc ia l s a r e sometimes 
nn irr itat ion. " Y o u ' r e deal ing with r ea l 
tragedies. Cancer , a loved one kil led in a 
c r ime . Then you have to come right out ot 
U ia t andsv i l l awnmowers . " 

. F loyd Brown, sports broadcaster, sits dovm 
next to Be r g and they d iscuss why the Cubs 
a r e so slow running to first base. " T h e y 
should tell them to treat first base l ike a 
Playboy Bunny — run to it and hug i t , " B e r g 
suggests. 

R ight before a c ommerc i a l . B r o w n a s k s 
h i m if he heard Har ry C a r a y " r e a l l y giving 
it to the wea the rmen " for say ing it would 
r a i n Saturday, which C a r a y sa id cost the. 
Sox attendance on a ra in less day. 

Off the a ir , B e r g m a k e s a c lean but un­
compl imentary r emark about C a r a y , H e 
and Brown speculate whether H a r r y is on a 
percentage basis with the crowds because 
he was so vehement about the weathermen. 

B r o w n st icks it to B e r g a s soon as they ' re 
back on the a i r . "Wha t did you say about 
H a r r y ? " he a sks , grinning wickedly . U n -
flustered. Be r g goes into the good job the 
Chicago weathermen a re doing. 

Somebody pops in to tell B e r g that L o u 
Boudreau , color m a n for the Cubs, pul led 
a r ea l radio blooper after last night's game . 
B e r g immediate ly wants to play it. 

Soon we hear Boudreau, in the locker room, 
reading a commerc ia l on the sparkl ing clean, 

. pure qualit ies ot Mountain Val ley Water . 
J u s t as he reaches the end and s ays , ""ifou'U 
l ike Mountain Va l l ey Water — it ' s good 
for y o u , " the a i rwaves a r e flooded wi th 
the incredib ly loud flushing of a toilet. 
Boudreau 's voice quivers, then breaks up. As 
B e r g and Brown come back on the a i r , a l l 
l i steners c a n hear is uncontrolled cack l ing . 

" T h a t couldn't have happened dur ing a 
c o m m e r c i a l for an a i r l i n e , " s a y s Berg , w ip -

. ing his eyes. 

P roduce r Madormo tells h i m there 's no 
t ime for more ca l l s . T h e Cubs a re start ing 
ear ly . B e r g finishes up with a traffic report, 
a n Intro for the Cubs game, and the f ami l i a r 
" G ' n i g h t everybody. " P i c k i n g up the m a -
fer ia l he wi l l r ead tonight, B e r g makes his 
w a y to the parking lot. " I t ' s the total un ­
predictabi l i ty of this job that keeps m e 
coming b a c k , " he s ay s . " W e ' v e got the hur t ­
ing, the si l l iness, the blooper." 

B e r g , 41, got his plurh job through pers ist ­
ence. He stayed in Midwest radio in L a ­
fayette, Springfield, Detroit, Mi lwaukee, a l ­
w a y s a im ing for the big Chicago job. T i m e 
and again, he auditioned, sent tapes and got 
re jected . 

H i s big break was a W I N D mus i c a n d 
sports talk show, and in 1971 a fan in W G N 
management brought h i m to the afternoon 
genera l talk show. At that t ime, he s ays , 
management was worr ied about his being 
too identified with sports to handle such a 
free-wheeling show. 

Now he 's trying to convince the s a m e 
management that l isteners wi l l accept h i m 
at both levels at the s ame time, because his 
ultimate a im is to be " the Voice of the Cubs . " 

Bu t business is business, and the WGM 
big-wigs don't l ike to tamper with a good 
thing, especial ly when, according to the rat ­
ings, Be r g is the best thing going between 4 
and 7 p.m. 

But after seven y e a r s on the drive shift. 
Be r g is aware of his success and openly a m ­
bitious about his future. His re>tiessness is 
frank: " I ' m very grateful for that success , 
but I want to do more with my life than this 
show. P lay-by-p lay is travel ing, I observe 
everything, especial ly people's attitudes. 
I 'd l ike to see the rest of the country as it 's 
changing, and I could do a better talk show-
in the fall and winter, I 'd like to freshen up 
my own existence by doing more than one 
thing. 

On that note, the man with the seven-year -
i tch hopped into the family station wagon 
and drove off toward another night's r ead ­
ing, another batch of shows, and a future 
that may someday include a new tone in the 
" V o i c e of lhe Cubs , "S 
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What 
Wendy 
wants 

• M u s i c / Va ler ie S c h e r 

"I 
W A N T T O be t l ie greatest 

mezzo-soprano In t l ie w o r l d . 
M y d r e a m i s to s i n g a t the 

Met ropo l i t an Ope ra . A n d I be l ieve that 
'• I f y o u r ea l l y w a n t to do someth ing , y o u 

shou ldn ' t put l i m i t s o n yourse l f . Y o u ' v e 
: a l w a y s got to s t r i v e to be the v e r y 
; b e s t . " 

•When W e n d y W h i t e t a l k s , y o u be l ieve 
! h e r . T h e 25-year-o ld ope ra s inger r a d i ­

a t e s more v i t a l i t y t h a n Debbie Boone 
a n d h a s the d i s a r m i n g se l f -conf idence of 
a t r u e be l iever i n the p o w e r of pos i t i ve 
t h i n k i n g . B r i g h t , unabashed l y op in ionat ­
e d and chee r fu l l y amb i t i ous . W h i t e has a 
imen ta l out look as hea l thy a s he r f r e c k -
' l ed comp l ex i on . 

E A R L I E R , S H E apologized fo r h e r 
, Ia teness . T h e fuses had b l o w n out i n h e r 
Jhome i n south suburban H a r v e y ( " M y 
' b l o w d r y e r w o u l d n ' t w o r k so I had to 
' r u n outside a n d d r y m y h a i r i n the s u n " ) 
a n d then she got s t u c k In a Loop t ra f f i c 

' l a m . T h a t ' s enough to f r a z z l e most peo­
p le y e t W h i t e looked cool a n d col lected 
i n he r fashionable s u m m e r su i t w i t h he r 
r edd i sh h a i r nea t l y pu l l ed back i n a 
F r e n c h t w i s t . 

S h e came into Ch i cago to cha t about , 
a m o n g o ther th ings , he r G r a n t P a r k 
debut Wednesday a n d F r i d a y w h e n 
s h e ' l l s ing a r i a s f r o m Don i ze t t i ' s " L a 
F a v o r i t a , " S a i n t - S a e n s ' " S a m s o n et De -
l i l a , " a n d Cante loube ' s " S o n g s of the 
A u v e r g n e . " 

T h e concer t dates r esu l t ed f r o m 
W h i t e ' s w i n n i n g the W G N - l l l i n o i s O p e r a 
JGui ld Aud i t i ons o f ' t h e A i r , a na t i ona l 
contes t . Bes ide the G r a n t f a r k appear­
a n c e s , she w a s a w a r d e d $4 ,000 i n s cho l ­
a r s h i p money , w h i c h W h i t e s a i d w i l l 
c o m e i n handy w h e n she m o v e s to N e w 
Y o r k th i s f a l l ^ beg ins h e r s tud ies 

w i t h D a n i e l 
" O n e o) 

nanc i i i g - ^n o] 
ed .^* I t requi^ 
y o u n g s in: 

biggest p rob l ems I s f i -
' ra t i c c a r e e r , " she l ament -

the k i n d o f money mos t 
don ' t h a v e . S o these c o m ­

pet i t i ons ,^pen the door fo r y o u . " 

A N O t T H E R I M P O R T A N T D O O R 
opened for W h i t e t h i s s p r i n g w h e n she 
w a s n a m e d c o - w i n n e r ( w i t h W i n i f r e d 
B r o w n ) o f the Met ropo l i tan O p e r a aud i ­
t i ons . B u t contests a n d aud i t i ons c a n 

a lso be ego -mashers , a s W h i t e r e a d i l y 
a d m i t s . 

" U s u a l l y y o u fee l l i k e a piece o f meat 
be ing paraded a r o u n d the stage. T h e 
judges jus t s i t there . I t ' s t e r r i b l y ' d ehu­
m a n i z i n g . T h e n a f t e r y ou ' v e s u n g , y o u 
go b a c k to y o u r d r e ss ing room a n d t h i n k 
about h o w m u c h bet ter y o u could h a v e 
done. I t ' s a w f u l . I bate aud i t i ons m o r e 
t h a n a n y t h i n g . " 

W h i t e m a y hate t h e m , bu t she e n t e r s ' 
t h e m because she ' s one of the n e w breed 
o f y o u n g A m e r i c a n ope ra s inge rs bent 
o n m a k i n g i t in t h i s c o u n t r y r a t h e r t h a n 
spend ing y e a r s i n E u r o p e , s l o w l y b u i l d ­
i n g a r eputa t i on by t r a i p s i n g f r o m one 
l i t t l e ope ra house to another . 

S H E W O N the W G N - I l l i n o i s O p e r a 
G u i l d contes t on h e r second t r y . H e r 
f i r s t sho t a t i t , i n 1977 , w a s less t h a n 
spec t a cu l a r . 

" T h e w e a t h e r w a s so co ld tha t m y c a r 
b r o k e d o w n o n the w a y to the a u d i ­
t i o n , " she r e ca l l ed w i t h a g r in -and-bear -
I t e x p r e s s i o n . " I f i n a l l y made i t , but i n 
t h e m idd l e al m y second a r i a I k n e w I 
w a s s ing ing poor l y so I stopped. T h e 
n e x t y e a r , I h a d to p rove tha t I cou ld do 
i t . " 

W h i t e s ta tes mat t e r -o f - f ac t l y tha t she 
a l w a y s k n e w she c ou ld s i n g . A f t e r a l l , 
a t the age of 3 she w a s w a r b l i n g gospel 
m u s i c i n c h u r c h . A s a teen-ager she 
adored j a z z , pop m u s i c and s h o w tunes . 

B u t it w a s n ' t u n t i l she w a s a m u s i c 
educat ion major at W h e a t o n Col lege that 
she w a s " d i s c o v e r e d " d u r i n g an aud i t i on 
by the m u s i c dean. H a r o l d Bes t . He told 
he r she w a s " o u t of he r m i n d " to w a n t 
to be a m u s i c teacher w h e n she cou ld be 
a p e r f o rmer . W h i t e s a i d she took Best 

Wendy White, a young inezzosopra-no who radiates more vitality than Debbie Boone, dreams of singing at the Metropolitan Opera. (Sun-Times Photo by Kevin Horan) 
u p o n h i s suggest ion because " I ' v e a l ­
w a y s been one fo r a c h a l l e n g e . " 

A F T E R W H E A T O N , W h i t e w a s a g ra ­
duate s tudent a t I n d i a n a U n i v e r s i t y 
w h e r e she s t a r r ed i n u n i v e r s i t y produc­
t i ons l i k e B i z e t ' s " C a r m e n . " A n d before 
c omp l e t i n g he r m a s t e r of m u s i c degree 
i n M a y , she s a n d w i c h e d i n so lo appear­
a n c e s w i t h o r ches t r a s a s w e l l a s per for ­
m a n c e s i n Y u g o s l a v i a , A u s t r i a a n d I s r a ­
e l . 

W h a t n o w ? " T h e r e a re a lot o f y o u n g 
s inge r s w h o have the vo ice for a big 
ca r e e r , but they ' r e not p r epa red emo­
t i ona l l y for i t . Y o u ' v e got to k n o w w h a t 
y o u ' r e r eady f o r . " 

F o r f r i end l y adv i ce on h o w to choreo­
g r a p h he r c r u c i a l c a r e e r moves . W h i t e 
r e l i e s on her f a m i l y and l U facu l t y 
m e m b e r s E i l e e n F a r r e l l a n d W a l t e r C a s -
s e l . W h e n asked h o w she fee ls about the 
c a r e e r v s . m a r r i a g e - a n d - f a m i l y d i l e m m a , 
h e r g ray -g r een eyes f l ashed w i t h c o n v i c ­
t i o n . 

" S i n g i n g can ' t be y o u r w h o l e l i f e , " 
she sa id f i r m l y . " I t ' s v e r y l one ly a f te r 
the c u r t a i n goes d o w n and y o u go home 
to an a p a r t m e n t by yourse l f . 1 w a n t to 
f ind a m a n w h o unde r s t ands w h a t m y 
ca r e e r i n v o l v e s . " 

V a l t T i c Se l l e r , a d o c t o r a l sluiienl m 
m u s i c h i s t o r y at .Nor thwes te rn Cniver .s i -
t v . ha.s r e v i e w e d c o n c e r t s j o r T h e Sun-
'] irne.i. 



Judges weren't 
wrong—she's a 
true lyric mezzo 

TUbune —July 27, 197S 

Music 

B y J o h n V o n R h e i n 
Music critic / IT I S N O T E V E R Y young s inger who c a n w i n 

f i rs t pr ize tlie same y e a r i n two ma jo r nat iona l 
opera competit ions, but Wendy Wii i te i s no ord i -

.. na ry s inger. E a r l i e r t i l ls y e a r the Chicago-born 
mezzo-soprano took f i r s t place i n the annua l \yGN-
I l l ino is Qpcra Gu i l d nat ional audit ions, then wenc on 
to share top honors w i th another Chicago-based s ing ­
e r . Wini f red B r o w n , i n the Metropol itan Opera aud i ­
tions. M iss White collected on p a r t of h e r w inn ings 
Wednesday night by mak ing her G r a n t P a r k S y m ­
phony debut a t the Pe t r i l l o m u s i c she l l . 

T o judge by the qual i ty of the two 19th Cen tu ry 
a r i a s she per formed, the judges knew ta lent and pro­
fessional potential when they heard i t . M i s s White 
has a l l the n a t u r a l gifts and stage presence needed 
to establ ish her f i r m l y on an upward professional 
pa th . She i s a true l y r i c mezzo, the m is t r e ss of a 
peaches-and-cream voice one could l is ten to a l l night, 
even ly produced throughout i ts range . I t s sweetness 
i s consistent a t whatever dynamic l e ve l , and i t s 
smooth legato and c l ea r tonal focus suggest that 
Dorabe l l a and Cherubino res ide jus t around her 
J3 )n ie r . She obviously c a r e s about the mean ing of 
words , and she knows how to color the sound ap-
p o p r i a t e l y . Wi th the proper guidance, there should 
be no stopping Wendy White . 

H E R C H O I C E O F selections w a s h a r d l y su rp r i s ing , 
there being re la t i ve l y few l y r i c showpieces i n the 
mezzo l i t e rature , but i t made up i n a t t rac t i veness 
wh a t i t l acked i n durat ion or depth. 

T h e r e w a s a touch of nervousness a t the beg inning, 
of Leonora 's a r i a " 0 mio F e r n a n d o , " f r om Donizet­
t i ' s " L a F a v o r i t a , " but i t soon van i shed , anc^ M i s s 
White summoned lustrous low notes a s eas i l y a s she 
commanded a secure top. A p a r t i cu l a r l y s low tempo 
for " M o n coeur s 'ouvre a t a v o i x , " f r om Sa int -Saens ' 
" S a m s o n et D a l i l a , " enabled her to susta in some 
long, beauti ful ly seductive phrases . She a lso offered 
f i ve of Joseph Canteloube's a r rangements of songs of 
the Auvergne, those del ic ious l i t t le folk v ignettes 
from a province i n c en t r a l F r a n c e . She brought out' 
t h o r s imple pastora l c h a r m so w e l l that one w b h e d 
fo r a more generous select ion. 

T H E O R C H E S T R A U N D E R U a v i d Z i n m a n accom< 
panied her s h a k i l y , pa r t i cu l a r l y a t the beginning, but 
u s ma jor responsibi l i t ies of the evening we r e 
Sd iube r t ' s " U n f i n i s h e d " Symphony and Gr i e g ' s 
"No rweg i an D a n c e s . " T h e conductor s k i m m e d b land­
l y over the sur face of the " U n f i n i s h e d , " unmoved b y 
the deep ve in of t rag i c l y r i c i s m that res ides i n the 
g rea t s low movement . T h e G r i e g p ieces , too l ight­
weight for the average symphonic p r og ram, pe rhaps , 
bu t jus t r i ght i n th is context, brought the evening to 
a l i v e l y , rhy thmica l l y infectious c lose. T h e p r o g r a m 
w i l l be repeated at 8 p .m . F r i d a y . 

A s us ua l , the G r a n t P a r k p r og ram leaf let told u s 
not a word about the per formers , but i t s most he in ­
ous c r i m e w a s i t s omiss ion of t ex ts and t rans la t i ons 
for the voca l w o r k s . Doesn ' t anyone over i n the 
P a r k D i s t r i c t office g ive a d a m n about common a u ­
dience-performer courtesy? 



CHICAGO UNIT EVENTS SUMMER 197^; American Cancer S o c i e t y 

Mass Media 
Coverage 
Reaches 
All Time 
With Valuable 

High 

The subject of Cancer is probably the 
most covered of all medical subjects today. 
The science reporters of the Chicago dailies 
and science reporters of radio and TV 
stations have given huge exposure this year 
to new discoveries and advances. 

In one Instance, on WBBM-TV, reporter 
Franl< Field Introduced a new Hemocult 
Screening Kit with 30,000 test kits re­
quested from the American Cancer Society 
within a few days. Numerous talk shows 
conducted Interviews with cancer experts. 

The Chicago Unit Public Information 
volunteers, led by Donald Petkus, Common­
wealth Edison Company, are keeping the 

^> mm • public well Informed on the 
Cancer Information 

Rotman & Druck, covered the 
important area of Crusade Public Information. 

Jack Taylor, WGN-TV News, honored the communicators with special recognition 
certificates at a recent luncheon. Recipients included: Jane Torri, Harshe-Rotman & Druck; 
Eilen Ryan; Susan Garrett; Mary Sworsky, Standard Federal Savings; Joan Wynne, Beverly 
Bank; Elynore Meserow; Mrs. Earl Wagner; Wayne Gregory, National Safety Council; and 
Richard Biehl, Chicago Tribune. 

Jack Tavlor. WGN-TV News, honored the 
communicators and gave a special recogni­
tion certificate to among others Joan 
Wynne, Beverly Bank, shown here (photo 
second from It) with Merrl Dee and Donald 
Petkus. 

Chicago Unit Elects Officers 

At the recent annual meeting the following officers were elected for 1 978-7a They are 
fsecond from rt) Dr. Janet Wolter, President elect; (photo It to rt) Paul Gerding, Chairman o 
thrBoard;̂ erri Dee, Secretary; Dr. James V. Apostol. immediate Pf ^^^f 0/̂ ^̂ ° 
and Dr Francis Straus, II, ̂ ice President elect. Not shown are Arthur E. Osborne Vice 
Chairman elect; Mrs. Jenny Kinsella, Vice President and Chairman of the Women s Board; 
and James Ryan, Treasurer. 

The Women's Board recently benefited from 
the opening night at Dr. Shen's, an exotic new 
restaurant located in Newberry Plaza. 

Dr. and Mrs. Phil Shen were thanked by Unit 
Board Member Merrl Dee of WGN-TV and Mrs. 
Homer Livingston Jr., 1978 Women's Board 
Crusade Chairman. 

The Board also celebrated the Wind-Up of the 
$10,000 1978 Welght-A-Thon with Mrs. Benjamin 
Scott, Chairman of this special event. 

North Suburban Newsletter June 1977 . = 
MERRI DEE (WGN Radio/XV P e r s o n a l i t y ) p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the United S t a t e s Post O f f i c e ' s 
(North Suburban) workshop on "Career S t r a t e g i e s i n Upward M o b i l i t y , " which s t r e s s e d 
a s s e r t i v e n e s s t r a i n i n g to a p p r i s e women of the changes they have to make i n order to 
advance i n t h i s man's world. .< . .i^ wv« .:|, 

Merrl began her p r e s e n t a t i o n by g i v i n g a l i t t l e of her background — her t r a g i c e x p e r i e n c e 
of being kidnapped and l e f t f o r dead with four b u l l e t wounds i n h e r he a d — a n d the s u r v i v a l 
techniques she has used to enable her to keep on pushing. Ms. Dee's motto i s "Do what you've 
got to do because of you (because you care about y o u r s e l f ) ; not because someone e l s e wants 
you to do i t . " • • .so 
" E s s e n t i a l elements of suc c e s s f o r women," s a i d Ms. Dee, "are s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e , s e l f - a w a r e n e s s 
and motivation." • '' '" 
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P e o p l e ' s f o r u m 

With gratitude to Little League 
E d i t o r , T h e Pos t -C rescen t : 

I w a s p leased to see M r . Natrop 
named as a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the L i t t l e 
L e a g u e D i s t r i c t A r e a 2 w h i c h cove r s a l l 
of Nor theas te rn W i s c o n s i n . T h e young 
men who p lay in the E i n s t e i n D i v i s i on 
of the Appleton L i t t l e L eague have been 
ve ry fortunate to have th is g en t l eman 
and h i s c h a r m i n g wi fe at the contro ls . 
Mr . Natrop is r espons ib l e for the score 
board , the bat r a c k s , the pub l i c i t y , the 
free t r ea t s for a good p l a y or h i t , p l u s 
m a n y , m a n y m o r e th ings . In the last 
few r e m a i n i n g g a m e s o f th is season it 
would be n i ce i f the boys, the i r p a r e n t s , 
and fans acknowledged th i s devotion 
by t h a n k i n g M r . Nat rop and h i s w i f e 
when they could out at the ba l l g a m e s . I 
be l i e ve the fo l lowing would be appre ­
c i a t ed by M r . Natrop, coaches , m a n ­
age r s , and pa r en t s - who have been 
invo lved in the L i t t l e L e a g u e p r o g r a m . 

Rec en t l y w h i l e d r i v i n g to another 
c i t y I happened to be l i s t en ing to W G N -
R a d i o f rom Ch i cago and he a rd a s t o r y 
t i t l ed " L I T T L E L E A G U E R S " bv R,yb-
er t P r e s t e g a a r d , a s r e aa by ( , i i f M e r c e r 
on " j y i u s i c U n l i m i t e d " 

M r . P r e s t e g a a r d i n f o rms me th i s is a 
t r u e s tory . A f r i end of h i s a t the rad i c 
stat ion had coached a L i t t l e League 
t eam In Ch icago , and th i s gave M r . 
P r e s t e g a a r d the idea for th i s s tory . 

" T h e t ime of the y ea r has c o m e aga in 
— when l i t t l e guys become b i g guys — 
vacant lots become b i g - t ime baseba l l 
d i amond s — and the c r y of " P l a y B a l i " 
is h e a r d throughout the ne ighborhood. 
T h e Wor ld of the L i t t l e L e a g u e r s . A n d 
i t ' s qu i t e a wo r l d . A n y d a d w i l l te l l you . 

So w i l l a n y mo the r . So w i l l the coach. 
And i t ' s the coach of one no r ths ide 
ne ighborhood L i t t l e L e a g u e c lub he re | 
in Ch icago , who pre t t y we l l s u m s it a l l j 
up. He r e c a l l s the team he coached l a s t 1 
y ea r . Ages 8 to 12. E v e r y b o d y bat ted . ! 
E v e r y b o d y p l a y e d . E v e r y b o d y had • 
hear t . Had to have hea r t . T h e coach 
had a p i t che r who cou ldn ' t th row. A 
ca t che r who cou ldn ' t c a t c h . A f i r s t 
base tnan who could throw, but not ] 
c a t ch . A second b a s e m a n who cou ldn ' t 
s t op a g r o u n d e r . A s h o r t s t o p w h o 
cou ldn ' t get get a n y t h i n g into the a i r . ; 
And a t h i r d b a s e m a n who kept look ing ' 
th rough h i s l egs to see g r ound b a l l s 
zoom by. A l so , the coach h a d : One out­
f i e lder who cou ldn ' t r u n . Ano the r out­
f i e lder who cou ldn ' t c a t c h . A n d a t h i r d 
out f i e lder who w a s p l a y i n g j u s t be­
c a u s e h i s dad wanted h i m to p l ay . A l l 
the mo the rs a n d fa thers c a m e to e v e r y 
g a m e to see how we l l the coach w a s 
doing and how the i r sons w e r e improv ­
ing . I f it had been left to the dads , th i s 
wou ld have been fact : T h e t eam would 
h a v e had 9 p i t c h e r s a n d they a l l wou ld 
have batted t h i r d . B u t the s u m m e r 
went a long . W i th h ea r t . W i th a lot of 
guts and a w i n of 8 g ames out of 20. Not 
bad . T h e k i d s gave it e v e r y t h i n g they 
had . T h e y swea ted and they p layed it 
out. A n d the coach , at t h e e n d of the 
season , he h a d on ly one th ing to s ay . He 
w o u l d n ' t h a v e t r a d e d t h a t L i t t l e 
L e a g u e ba l l c l ub of h i s for the B r o o k l y n 
Dodgers in t h e i r p r i m e . L i t t l e L ea ­
g u e r s , P l a y B a l l ! " 

Dona ld L . Ro th 
Apple ton 

Once headed WGN Radio 

Schreiber, 76, is buried 
" F R . \ N K P . S C H R E I B E R , 76, who had 

a var ied career as newspaperman, radjo 
-rnd televisi6n executive, banker , and 
restaurant operator, was entombed Mon­
day in the Abbey of Oakridge Cemetery , 
n HUlside. ; \ \ 

He di|d Saturday in Westlakp C o m m a - ^ 
l i t y Hdfepital, Melrose P a r k . , • 

S c h r e i b e r w a s bori j ' io Chicago on'Dec.:-; 
3, 1901, the ' son of F r a n k P . and H a t t i f 
Schreiber. ' , - ' .•' 

He attended jjublic schools in Chicago 
and Oak P a r k , w o t k i n g s s a high school . 
correspo^ident for The Tr ibune before ' 
graduation f r on i Oak P a r k High School. 

Sci i re iber was a sports wr i t e r fqr T h e 
Tribvifte f rom 1919 to : m 4 , assistant 
spor t i f ed^t^ . f rom 1924 to 1929, and as ­

sistant purchas ing agent f rom 1929 to 
193L 

H E B E C A M E public relations director 
' o f Tribune-owned radio station W G N in 

1931 and was named general manager in 
1940. In 1943 he directed the establ ish­
ment of WGN-TV . At his resignation in 

.J956, he was v ice president and general 
manager of W G N , I n c . 

Since 1958 he had owned Otto's res tau­
rant,.^ 7212 Washii igton B l v d . , Fores t 

' T a r k . ' • 
He became a d i r « i o r of Fores t P a r k 

, Nat ional B a n k in I t ^ and was board 
' c h a i r m a n since 1965. % \

S C H R E I B E R was the f i rs t president 
' a n d mai iag ing director of the Moline 

Te lev is ion Corp., operator of WQAD-TV 
[Channe l 8] in Moline. 

After the station rece ived its construc­
tion permit f rom the F e d e r a l Communi ­
cations Commiss ion i n 1961, he super­
v ised construction and preparat ions tor 
telecasting, wh i ch began in August, 1963. 

He resigned as president and manag­
ing director in J u n e , 1965, to devote ful l 
t ime to the res taurant and the bank but 
r ema ined on the television company 
board of directors. 

Schre iber l i ved at 215 Marengo Av . , 
Fo r e s t P a r k . H i s wife, Ann, su r v i v e s . A 
brother, E d w a r d , C i ty H a l l reporter for 
The T r ibune , died i n 1975. Another 
brother, George, who had re t i red as a 
reporter and editor at T h e T r ibune , died 
i n 1966. 

. . n o i 



PHIL DONAHUE: 
"LET 'S SAY 
WE'RE GETTING 
ALONG 
VERY WELL" 

i 

3 

A revealing look at the busy, successful lives of a pair of long-distance lovers who will talk about almost 
.fî  everything but each other 

BY MARY ANN OROARK 

Donahue He hurries out of the wings and into tlie 
audience like a ringmaster entering the center ring. 

He's pulling on his suit jacket as he walks—he's just 
changed from the dungarees he wears to work—and even 
at 1 1 in the morning his Irish charm is buffed to perfection. 
The audience lights up as though a switch has been 
thrown. "It's him," a woman says excitedly as she sights 
him "It's him." Like most of the audience, she has waited 
over a year to be here 

Donahue moves quickly and cordially through the audi­
ence, shaking hands, patting shoulders, making friendly 
small talk, working the crowd like an Irish politician. 
Anybody here a Catholic''" he says. He taps his micro­
phone against the air as though dispensing holy water 
"Fifteen seconds, Phil." the assistant director calls out. 
The studio lights are hot as sun, the atmosphere is 
charged, yet cozy The shows theme music begins to play 
in the background, scenes of Chicago flash by on the 
monitor "Stand by," the assistant director calls A ruby 
light winks on, the camera becomes a living, watching eye 
Another hour with Phil Donahue begins 

Phil Donahue is a sturdy, silver-haired man who has 
become the hottest host of one ot television s most 
popuiar shows, without singing or dancing or getting 
nootchy-kootchy celebrities to tell off-color stories While 
executives of the major networks sat on either coast filling 
the daytime hours with consumer nystena and the night 
wiiti sit-com sex, Donahue became a favorite in the 
heartland of the country by leading intelligent discussions 
on a wide range of serious subjects Is this what America 
wants'' It seems so. For over eight million viewers a day 
Donahue is dynamite. 

HIS private life has also become a source of interest to 
much of the country He's a single parent raising a 
family—and a single man involved with ,.».,!-. 

a g l amorous actress . H i s r o m a n c e w i t h M a r i o T h o m a s has 
gone on for ove r a year n o w a n d shows no s igns o f s topp ing , 
and yet h i s pr i va te l i fe w i t h h i s boys re ta ins the n a t u r a l a n d 
appea l ing qua l i t y o f r e r u n s o f " M y T h r e e S o n s " ( D o n a h u e 
has f o u r ) . 

S t i l l , wha t ' s made D o n a h u e D o n a h u e is a s h o w that 
s tar ted 11 years ago i n O h i o a n d has m a i n t a i n e d h i g h q u a l ­
i ty a n d v i e w e r interest ever s ince . W h i l e o ther ta lk shows 
shuffle out guests l i k e a p a c k o f c a rds , D o n a h u e devotes a 
fu l l hour to one subject or concent ra tes on one guest ; ins t ead 
o f j okes and chat ter and show-b i z types p r o m o t i n g the i r la t ­
est mov ie , D o n a h u e ' s guests a re o f ten psycho log i s t s o r a u ­
thors or exper ts w h o have r ea l issues on the i r m i n d . A n d 
the aud ience isn ' t separated f r o m the ac t i on by c a m e r i i s o r 
an o r ches t ra , but is s i t t ing r ight there i n a c lus te r o l c h a i i s 
that m igh t have just been assemb led for a I ' T A meet ing . A l ­
though the shows phone- in ca l l e r s a re qu i z z ed in a d v a n c e by 
the s h o w s staff ( a r ecent t e l ephoner a n n o u n c e d that he 
w a n t e d to a sk i f the show ' s guest was a h o m o s e x u a l and 
was po l i te ly tu rned a w a y ) , the s tud io aud i ence hasn ' t been 
screened or rehearsed , and w h e n IDonahuc goes out a m o n g 
t h e m w i t h his m i c r ophone , a n y t h i n g c o u l d happen . l i s due 
to D o n a h u e ' s s k i l l that no th ing d i s rup t i v e ever docs . " W o u l d 
you keep it short , s i r ? " P h i l says p l easant l y to a r e d - l a c e d 
m a n w h o looks about to b reak into a t i rade aga ins t the show ' s 
f emin i s t guest. 

I n a s i tua t i on whe r e the subjects are abo r t i on , po l i t i cs and 
homosexua l i t y , there 's the ever -present poss ib i l i t y o f spon ­
taneous combus t i on . D o n a h u e keeps jus t the r i ght c o n t r o l : 
S p a r k s fly but b rush fires a re snuf fed out. [Donahue 's ease i n 
vo la t i l e s i tuat ions m a k e s h i m mo r e than the t y p i c a l t a l k -
show host. " I ' m not a n en t e r t a ine r , " he says . " I ' m a j o u r ­
nal is t . M y backg r o und ' s been in ga ther ing n e w s , t r y i ng to 
be fa i r , a l l o w ing as m a n y people as poss ib le to have the i r say . 
A n d i n pa r t i cu l a r , I have great respect f o r the quest ions 
w o m e n ask . M e n ta lk at y o u , t r y to l ec ture y o u . B u t w o m e n 
l is ten, they th ink , they ' r e to ta l l y c once rned w i t h h a v i n g a 
d ia logue. S o m e of the quest ions they asked H a l d c m a n a n d 
E r l i c h m a n w h e n they were guests on separate shows s u r ­
pr i sed even me w i t h the ir toughness and pe rcep t i on . I k n o w 
some n e w s repor ters w h o wo u ldn ' t have ze roed in so el fec-
t i v e l y . " 

D o n a h u e is in h is of l ice now. I t ' s nest led i n a m a z e 
of i nne r rooms, in a huge s lab o f a bu i l d ing (hat houses 



roiuinufd 
Sty i ion W G N , about 20 minutes f rom 
downtown f "hicago. He 's just f inished 
HhHking hand* w i th the 200 people w h o 
i i i l cndcd the show that morn ing . A f t e r 
the credi ts ro i l and the show is off the 
a i r , Donahue asks h is guests to stay 
and answer any other quest ions the 
audience has. H e h imse l f heads for the 
back of the studio to shake hands w i t h 
the c r o w d as they exit ( " j us t l i k e 
c h u r c h , " he tel ls t h e m ) . D u r i n g a week 
of programs in Ph i l ade lph ia , he shook 
hands w i th 3 ,000 people a show, a feat 
that he professes not to find incredib le . 
I oday i n C h i c a g o — a n d every d a y — h e 

clasps hands, poses for p ictures, te l ls 
people he's g lad they came. 

Is he r e a l l y — o r is this a l l ca lcu la ted 
charisma' . ' D o n a h u e pul ls off his tie 
und tosses it on a pile of other c lothes 
heaped in a cha i r . "Peop l e go to a lot 
of t rouble to get he r e , " he says . " I ' d be 
c ra zy not to want them to have a good 
t ime. T h e y ' r e the ones w h o keep the 
show going. A n d i t 's a matter o f pr ide , 
too. I t ' s l ike w h e n you ' re th row ing a 
party and you check the c r o w d to m a k e 
sure everybody is h a v i n g a good t ime. 
We l l , the way I look at it is that we ' r e 
throwing a party every m o r n i n g at 
eleven in C h i c a g o . " 

Donahue ' s been up s ince seven, 
c l i ck ing a r o u n d the T V channe ls , leaf­
ing through newspapers , th ink ing , a l ­
ways th ink ing , about ideas fo r the 
program. A l t h o u g h there's n o w a l i ve -
m couple w h o do the housework and 
cook ing in h is home i n suburban C h i ­
cago, the morn ings are s t i l l d isorga­
nized, w i t h h is sons and a Ma l tese 
terr ier a l l " g rabb ing whateve r they c a n 
for b r eak fas t " and rush ing off o n the i r 
var ious schedules. B y 9:.10 he's in h is 
wh i t c -wa l l ed office that 's not so m u c h 
decorated as doctored w i t h fu rn i tu r e 
that looks r andomly fetched out o f 
storerooms. Mementoes are heaped in 
corners ra ther than d isp layed , and one 
of them is a large co lor photograph o f 
M a r i o T h o m a s that a staff member u n ­
earthed f r om the pub l i c i t y a r ch i v es . 
T h e office is not m u c h w ide r t h a n the 
two doors that open in to e i ther s ide o f 
it. and E>onahiie is constant ly i n one 
door and out the other, check ing re­
search, p l ann ing future projects, t a k i n g 
phone ca l l s ( one o f w h i c h i s l i k e l y to 
be f r om M a r i o ) . A few months ago 
one of the ca l l s w a s f r om N B C , w h o 
wanted to ta lk w i t h h i m about a job on 
the " T o d a y " show. B u t it seems that 
Donahue is l i ke l y to stay put in the 
Midwest . " A f t e r fen years o f h a r d 
wo rk . I ' m ve ry commit ted to ou r show 
and to this part o f the c o u n t r y , " D o n a ­
hue says . " B u t of course I was flattered 
that N B C wanted to ta lk to m e . " 

E x e c u t i v e p roducer R i c h a r d M i n c e r 
and producer P a t r i c i a M c M i l l e n have 
been w i t h D o n a h u e s ince D a y t o n , 
w h e n the three started a loca l m o r n i n g 
talk program whose first show featured 
not co f fee-and-Danish ch i tchat but 
atheist M a d a l y n M u r r a y O ' H a i r . I n the 
months that passed, E>onahue took his 
show inside the O h i o State Pen i t en t ia ry 
for a series o f p rograms , and wa i ted at 
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the C i n c i n n a t i a i rpor t u n t i l two a .m . to 
conv ince the i n com ing R a l p h N a d e r to 
appear i n a consumer debate w i t h for­
mer G e n e r a l Mo to rs pres ident E d w a r d 
Co l e , S i x years later the show h a d 
become so popu lar that i t moved to 
C h i c a g o — a n d up through the rat ings 
imt i l it was number one tnroiijghout the 
count ry in its synd ica ted t ime slots 
( w h i c h v a r y f r om stat ion to s ta t i on ) 
and had earned D o n a h u e an E m m y as 
dayt ime 's best t a lk -show host. T o d a y 
the show is ca r r i ed by 147 stat ions a n d 
ou t ranks compet i tors s u c h as M e r v 
G r i t f i n , M i k e Doug las and D i n a h Shore 
w h e n it is scheduled against them. 

" W h e n we moved the s h o w f r o m 
D a y t o n to C h i c a g o , " D o n a h u e says , " I 
looked out the plane w i n d o w and sa id , 
' M y G o d , what i f we don't m a k e i t ? ' 
F r o m the very beg inning ou r biggest 
hope w a s that the show w o u l d be a 
l oca l s u c c e s s — a n d w e never h a d our 
sights set on being a hit nat iona l ly . B u t 
i t 's h a p p e n e d — a n d it 's eno rmous l y sat­
i s fy ing to a l l o f us. E.specia l ly isince 
the 'hype mach ine ' i n N e w Y o r k tr ies 
to tel l us that a l l w o m e n w a n t d u r i n g 
the day are soap operas and game 

j a f l f i l t shows . T h e ne twork w i z a r d s do the i r 
p r og ramming for menta l m i d g e t s — a n d 
it 's a sad , big m i s t a k e . " 

Ac tua l ly , D o n a h u e had a dif ferent 
. k i n d o f l imel ight in m i n d w h e n he 

w a s g row ing up. " M y heroes were a l ­
w a y s athletes , " he says. " J o e D i M a g -
gio, L o u Boudr eau , T e d W i l l i a m s . 
•Those were the guys 1 wan t ed to b e l i k e . 
B u t even though I was we l l coord ina ted 
and cou ld a lways m a k e the t eam, I 
never d ist inguished m y s e l f . " W h e n he 
wen t to No t r e D a m e , he w o r k e d at the 
col lege rad io s t a t i o n — a n d i t w a s then 
that He "s tar ted to tu rn on to the poss i ­
bi l i t ies o f b roadcas t ing . " N o w , e v en 
af ter co l l ec t ing E m m y s a n d k n o w i n g 
that his name is a househo ld w o r d , h is 
head seems the same size i t w a s i n h is 
ea r l y days w h e n he was broadcas t ing 
hog pr ices on O h i o rad io . H e l i ves i n 
a pleasant but not pa la t i a l house i n a 
suburb of Ch i cago , d r i v es to a n d f r o m 
w o r k i n a C h e v y , p lays on the stat ion 
Softbal l team and goes home at n ight 
to eat d inne r w i th h is ch i l d r en . 

A l t h o u g h people fuss ove r the fact 
that he's r a i s ing f our k i d s , D o n a h u e 
doesn't th ink wh a t he's do ing is so u n ­
usua l . H e strongly bel ieves that fa thers 
shou ld be m u c h more invo l v ed i n the 
parent ing o f the ir ch i l d r en , a n d c o n ­
s iders h imse l f l u c k y ra the r than c o u ­
rageous or beleaguered. A c c o r d i n g to 
h i m . the custody a r rangement h a p ­
pened w i thout commot i on . I n the m i d -
'70s . as D o n a h u e ' s rat ings were r i s ing , 
h is marr iage was fa l l ing apar t ( P h i l i m ­
plies that h is h a r d w o r k on the show 
didn ' t he lp h is s i tuat ion at home ) . 
W h e n the show shi f ted headquarters 
f r om D a y t o n to Ch i cago , the D o n a h u e s 
shi f ted, t o o — a p a r t f o r good. T h e i r 
daughter , M a r y R o s e — n o w 1 3 — 
stayed w i t h her mother ( w h o has n o w 
r e m a r r i e d and l i ves i n S l e w M e x i c o ) ; 
the f our boys stayed w i t h P h i l . " I t a l l 
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w o r k e d out na tu ra l l y and e a s i l y . " P h i l 
says . T h e thought of goiug front u 
no isy home to a Bache l o r ' s ex is tence in 
a c i t y h igh-r ise h a d depressed h i m , a n d 
he says that he needed the k i d s eve 
mo r e t h a n they needed h i m . 

T o d a y one o r m o r e — s o m e t i m e s e ven 
a i l f o u r — o f the boys go With h i m 
w h e n he's on the r oad and the s h o w 
docs " r e m o t e s " i n o ther cit ies ( " I ' m not 
at peace k n o w i n g they ' re at home w i t h ­
out m e , " he s a y s ) . C o n t r a r y to some 
reports that depic t h i m as S u p e r P o p , 
D o n a h u e den ies that he 's the k i n d o f 
f a ther that t h r ows h i m s e l f in to P T A 
meet ings a n d L i t t l e L e a g u e ac t i v i t i e s 
( i n f ac t one o f h i s k i d s a s k e d h i m not 
to a t t end the games because the o ther 
p l aye rs teased h i m about h i s " b i g shot 
f a t h e r " ) . E v e n so, i t ' s t rue tha t h e 
spends mo r e t ime w i t h h i s c h i l d r e n t h a n 
m a n y parents do. " I do m y best to be 
a par t o f the i r day- to-day l i ves as m u c h 
as poss ib l e , " he says . " I t r y to change 
the i r eat ing hab i t s , f o r ins tance , a n d get 
t h e m a w a y f r o m j u n k food. B u t then 
I go i n the i r r o o m s a n d find g lazed -
doughnut boxes u n d e r the i r beds. 
T h e r e are some batt les y o u p robab l y 
can ' t w i n — b u t y o u c a n let t h e m k n o w 
you ' r e c once rned a n d t r y i n g . " 

Because o f th is n e w c loseness, P h i l 
fee ls he k n o w s h i s sons better t h a n 
he eve r d id . " P e o p l e used to say to me , 
' Y o u have great k i d s , ' " he says . " A n d 
I ' d say , ' Y e a h , i f o n l y they 'd do t h e i r 
h o m e w o r k , ' or , ' S u r e , i f o n l y th ey ' d 
put gas i n the c a r . ' I used to p u s h , p u l l , 
p r o d t h e m , t r y i n g to m o l d t h e m a 
though they w e r e p ieces o f c l a y . I'Q ^ 
ask t h e m w h y they d idn ' t change the i r 
sh i r t s o r w e a r a be l t o r deve lop a n i n ­
terest i n someth ing that / w a n t e d t h e m 
to be interested i n . B u t l i v i n g so c l o se l y 
w i t h t h e m has taught me that they ' r e 
people i n the i r o w n r ight , a n d n o w I 
w a n t t h e m to be w h a t they w a n t to be. 
N o w w h e n people pra ise the k ids , I say . 
' Y e a h , y o u r e abso lu te ly r i ght . ' A n d I 
t e l l the k ids h o w great they are e v e r y 
c h a n c e I get." 

H o w h a v e the l i ves o f the y ounge r 
D o n a h u e s been af fected by t h e i r f a ­
ther ' s success'. ' T h e y c a n take it o r 
l eave i t — u s u a l l y l eave it . " O n e o f the 
f ew t imes they ' ve e ve r been impr e s s ed 
w i t h me w a s w h e n I got t h e m in to the 
dugout o f the C i n c i n n a t i R e d s , " P h i l 
says . " T h e y thought I w a s r e a l l y some­
th ing because I k n e w J o h n n y B e n c h . 
O t h e r t h a n that , I t r y to sof t -se l l m y 
job . I let t h e m k n o w tha t m y j ob i sn ' t 
as secure as j obs o ther f a the rs h a v e 
w i t h I B M o r J . C . P e n n e y . S o they 
k n o w it c o u l d a l l b l o w a w a y t o m o r r o w . 
B u t tha t ' s o k a y , t o o — b e c a u s e w e ' d a l l 
s t i l l be together . " 

W i l l M a r i o T h o m a s be a pa r t o f a l l 
that togetherness? 

" S i n c e I ' m a n i n t e r v i e w e r myse l f , I 
u n d e r s t a n d eve ryone ' s c u r i o s i t y , " P h i l 
says . " I t ' s o n l y n a t u r a l f o r people to 
t u r n the tables o n me a n d ask m e about 
m y l i fe . B u t I h a v e to r e m a i n i n cha rge -
o f the a n s w e r — t h e r e a r e c e r t a in a reas 
o f y o u r l i fe tha t a r e kep t h e a l t h y b y 
the i r p r i v a c y . L o o k , let 's j us t s a y that 
M a r i o a n d I a r e get t ing a l o n g v e r y w e l l . 
C l e a r l y the r e l a t i onsh ip is i m p o r t a n t to 
m e . " 
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te levision spec ia l . A s D i r e c t o r of 
Women ' s Interests for T h e M c C a l l 
Pattern C o m p a n y , she's w o r k i n g on de­
veloping scho la rsh ip and promot iona l 
programs; and as a feminist and act i ­
vist , she's t rave l ing constant ly , speak­
ing about women 's rights at ra l l ies , 
b;tnuuets, f imd-ruiscrs . A n d there's 
imotner reason she's on the road more 
iitid more these days. H e r romant i c i n ­
vo lvement w i th ta lk -show host P h i l 
Donahue has turned into wha t she's de­
scr ibed as a " w o n d e r f u l k i n d of l i v ing 
t h i n g " — b u t s ince he's l i v ing i n C h i c a g o 
and she in L o s Ange les , they need a 
trave l agent rather than a m a t c h m a k e r 
to coordinate the i r t ime together. E v e n 
so, they do manage to see each other 
just about every weekend , and they 
ta lk at least once a d a y — m a y b e more . 

I f anybody has the energy for such 
a long-distance love l i fe, i t 's M a r i o . 
E v e n now, at the end of a hect ic day, 
she looks ready to spr ing f r o m the 
start ing gate at a moment ' s notice. She 
ta lks w i t h interest about the things she's 
do ing ( " I ' d l i k e to get M u h a m m a d A l i 
for me new Tree to B e ' r e c o r d — h e ' s 
shown k ids wha t it 's l i ke to lose w i t h 
digni ty a n d c o u r a g e " ) and about h o w 
pleased she is w h e n w o m e n approach 
her because they 've heard her speak 
and want to share plans that they 've 
been inspired to m a k e for their o w n 
l ives ( " W e a l l don't feel so helpless 
about chang ing things for the better 
uny m o r e " ) . 

M a r i o ' s l i fe has changed over the 
years, too. A n y w h e r e a long the w a y 
she cou ld have stopped in ner t racks 
and stayed where she w a s ; she cou ld 
have p ayed " D a n n y ' s daugh t e r " or 
" T h a t G i r l " forever. B u t she's g r own 
on, openly, to womanhood . A t the age 
of 40 , she's bus inesswoman , act iv is t , 
producer and actress, and l ook ing for­
w a r d eagerly to whateve r comes next . 
" W h a t success means to m e , " she says , 
" i sn ' t people k n o w i n g you r n a m e a n d 
m a k i n g a fuss over you , a l though that 's 
nice, too. Success means be ing able to 
do what you rea l l y care about, to 
choose wha t you rea l l y want to do . " 

One th ing M a r i o does r ea l l y wan t to 
d o — a n d a lways h a s — i s to pro­

tect her p r i vacy . B u t l i k e it or not, 
gl impses of her r omance w i t h P h i l 
Donahue sur face more and more. She ' s 
been photographed danc ing w i th h i m 
at A s p e n and a r r i v i n g on his a r m at 
char i t y f u n c t i o n s — a n d once d u r i n g an 
on-the-air c a l l to the D o n a h u e show she 
told the w o r l d that P h i l and his guest 
D a n n y T h o m a s were " t w o o f the 
wor ld ' s most a t t ract ive m e n . " M a r i o 
knows people are cur i ous about he r re­
lat ionship w i t h P h i l — a n d yet she re ­
fuses to ta lk about it or h i m . " I t ' s 
terr ib ly dif f icult for me to speak about 
pr ivate th ings , " she says. " T h e person­
al parts of y ou r l i fe are the most i m ­
portant to protec t . " 

M a r i o met P h i l w h e n she appeared 
on his show w h e n it was st i l l o r ig inat ­
ing in D a y t o n ; he was m a r r i e d , and 
guest a n d host were f r i end ly but for­

m a l . B u t by the spr ing of "76 D o n a h u e 
was d i vo rced and l i v ing i n C h i c a g o 
w i t h his four sons, and M a r i o v is i ted 
the show again to promote her mov i e 
Thieves. Donahue ' s k n o w n for putt ing 
people at their ease, but M a r i o can be 
a tough guest to c r a ck . A s the hour 
show ro l l ed on, though, N O W m e m b e r 
P h i l and feminis t M a r i o began ex­
chang ing feelings about marr iage , love 
and w o r k , and at one point the conve r ­
sat ion became so an imated that M a r i o 
p imchcd P h i ! p lay fu l l y . T h i n g s rap id l y 
went f r om f r i sky to open ly a d m i r i n g . 
" T h i s is wha t happens w h e n a n equa l 
w o m a n and an equa l m a n get togeth­
e r , " M a r i o sa id , and P h i l b l ew his u s u a l 
on - camera cool and beamed happ i l y . 
M a r i o ca l l ed h i m ' a lov ing a n d gen­
erous m a n " and told h i m that the w o m ­
an i n h is l i fe was v e r y l u c k y ; P h i l 
t hanked h i s guest for c o m i n g w i t h a 
l i tde m o r e I r i s h f e rvor than u s u a l . W h o 
te lephoned w h o m after that i sn ' t c l ea r , 
but before long P h i l and M a r i o we re 
in t e r v i ew ing each other ofl f-camera as 
we l l . N o w , a y ea r and a h a l f later , P h i l 
and M a r i o seem booked into each oth­
er 's l i ves fo r an extended engagement. 

" S u r e , it w o u l d be eas ier i f we l i v ed 
next door to each o the r , " P h i l says . 
" I t ' s exhaus t ing go ing b a c k a n d f o r th 
so m u c h . " M a r i o put it i n another w a y 
i n a takeof f o f tl^e o ld J e r o m e K e r n 
number she sang fqr the C h i c a g o par t y 
ce lebrat ing the tenth a n n i v e r s a r y of 
P h i l ' s s h o w : " W e ' r e both d i z zy ./ W e 
can ' t fight ' cause we ' r e too busy ! / . . . 
T h i s is a fine r o m a n c e ! " S t i l l , they 
manage to connec t for c e r t a in impor ­
tant t imes together. M a r i o spent C h r i s t ­
mas w i t h the D o n a h u e c l a n i n C h i c a g o , 
and w e n t alonj j w h e n D o n a h u e took h is 
staff to H a w a i i for a vaca t i on . 

W h e t h e r a l l th is w i l l l e ad to m a r ­
r iage, not even f r i ends a n d c o - w o r k e r s 
c a n te l l . " I just te l l r epo r t e r s , " P h i l 
says , " i f it happens , y o u 11 be the first 
to k n o w . " M a r i o admi ts that " s ome ­
th ing mag i ca l happens w h e n y o u f a l l i n 
love. B u t love to m e is an ex t r eme case 
of l i k e . T h e seeds o f love are i n f r i end­
sh ip , a n d then other stages o f a r e l a ­
t ionship deve lop out of t h a t . " I s she in 
love? " T h e people closest to me , the 
ones I l ove a n d t rust , k n o w h o w 1 f e e l , " 
she says . " T h a t ' s a l l that 's i m p o r t a n t . " 

A s a person c once rned about open­
ing women ' s l i ves to as m a n y opt ions 
possible, she does have feel ings about 
mar r i a ge itself . 

" T h e t ime o f gett ing m a r r i e d for 
status o r financial s e cur i t y is o v e r , " she 
says. " T o d a y mar r i a g e is a l l about fee l ­
ings and finding somebody to share the 
w o r l d w i t h — i t invo l ves two people 
t ak ing rea l p r ide i n each o ther ' s a c ­
comp l i shmen t s a n d s t i l l r e ta in ing the i r 
i nd i v i dua l i t y . I t ' s so sad to see a w o m ­
an act diflferently just because she 's 
a r o u n d a m a n , just because she t h i n k s 
she has to behave the w a y somebody 
else expects her to. B u t as long as y o u 
k n o w y o u c a n bang onto y o u r s e l f as a 
person, I t h i n k mar r i a g e can w o r k . " 

C o m i n g as she does f r o m a c lose a n d 
l ov ing f am i l y , d o ^ she regret that she 
hasn ' t m a r r i e d before th i s? " I ' v e h a d 
such a terr i f i c l i f e , " she says . " A n d I 
don' t k n o w that I ' d r ea l l y have done 

any th ing d i l f e ren l l y . I t s true tha i 
there 's noth ing l ike a f a m i l y o l y o u r 
o w n , and I ' d l i ke to have the c loseness 
of that exper i ence , the g i v ing o f love as 
we l l as r ece i v ing it. I f s u c h a s i tuat ion 
w o r k s out i n m y l i fe , I ' d be happy to 
have i t . B u t 1 t h ink people do wha t 
they w a n t to d o — a n d i f they haven ' t 
done i t , i t w a s n ' t r i ght f o r t h e m . " S h e 
pauses. " B e s i d e s , y o u k n o w , I be l i eve 
that w e a l l do have a f a m i l y — a f a m i l y 
o f f r i ends a n d re la t i ves that y o u k n o w 
rea l l y w i s h y o u w e l l w i t h a l l the i r hear ts 
— a n d y o u fee l the same about t h e m . 
I t ' s the f a m i l y o f people y o u c a n c a l l to 
share a n expe r i ence w i t h , to te l l h o w 
exc i t ed y o u are about w h a t ' s happened 
to y o u , w h e t h e r i t ' s ea t ing a hot- fudge 
sundae o r h a v i n g a b a b y — a n d y o u 
k n o w t h e y ' l l go bananas o v e r y o u r 
good n e w s . " 

W hether i t 's a mat t e r o f m a r r i a g e o r 
a n y t h i n g else, M a r i o has a l w a y s 

thought fo r herse l f . I n the beg inn ing 
o f her ca ree r , she w o n d e r e d i f people 
w o u l d c o m p a r e he r ta lents to he r f a ­
ther ' s . W a s she as good as he w a s , as 
f u n n y as he w a s ? D a n n y T h o m a s set 
a l l th is s tra ight . " Y o u ' r e a tho rough ­
b r e d , " he to ld h i s daugh t e r r i ght f r o m 
the s tar t , " a n d tho roughbreds don ' t 
w a t c h o ther ho r ses ; they r u n the i r o w n 
r a c e . " J u s t be fore M a r i o s tepped in to 
one o f h e r first ro les i n s u m m e r s tock , 
a package a r r i v e d i n h e r backs tage 
dress ing h o o m . I t w a s a set o f horse 
b l i nde r s a n d a note f r o m h e r fa ther . I t 
s a i d , " R u n y o u r o w n r a c e , b a b y . " 

" W h a t e v e r I ' m d o i n g , " M a r i o says , 
" I ask m y s e l f . I s th is m y r a c e o r some­
body e lse 's? I t h i n k i t ' s t rue about 
e ve ry pa r t o f y o u r l i f e — a b o u t the w o r k 
y o u do, the p lace y o u l i v e , about i f a n d 
w h o m y o u m a r r y . I f y o u go t h r o u g h 
l i fe l i v i n g o ther people 's p r i o r i t i e s , w h a t 
e v e r ybody says y o u should h a v e o r 
should do because i t l o oks safe o r i m ­
presses people , y o u m a k e y o u r s e l f m i s ­
erable . W h e n I le f t ' T h a t G i r i , ' people 
sa id to me , ' H o w c a n y o u w a l k a w a y 
f r o m a succe s s fu l ser ies just l i k e tha t . ' 
B u t as m u c h as I l oved the show , 1 
k n e w it w a s t ime for m e to m o v e o n — 
a n d I h a d to do w h a t felt r i gh t for m e . " 

W h a t feels r i ght f o r M a r i o c a n some ­
t imes ruffle o ther people 's f ea thers , a n d 
she c a n ' t s e em to s h a k e a r eputa t i on 
fo r be ing d e m a n d i n g a n d t e m p e r a m e n ­
ta l . B u t w h e n a N e w Y o r k t e l e v i s i on 
i n t e r v i ewe r not u n k n o w n f o r h i s o w n 
abras i ve tendenc ies a s k e d he r about 
be ing " b i t c h y , " M a r i o r e sponded w i t h 
fire. " W h o e v e r to ld y o u t h a t ? " she 
sa id . " N a m e one p e r s o n w h o ever 
w o r k e d w i t h m e w h o s a i d t h a t ! " T h e 
fac t is that p i n n i n g d o w n M a r i o ' s s u p ­
posed de t rac to rs is d i f f i cu l t . T h e r e are 
people w h o say M a r i o ' s eyes don ' t 
s p a r k l e as m u c h as c r a c k l e , that h e r 
d r i v e is m o r e ene r va t i ng t h a n energ i z ­
ing . B u t w h i l e M a r i o indeed m a y be a 
per fec t ion is t w h o t h i n k s o f h e r s e l f as 
A S t a r a n d w o n ' t t ake " m e d i o c r e " f o r 
a n a n s w e r , those w h o w o r k w i t h h e r 
have a r e a l respect f o r he r ded i ca t i on 
a n d s tandards o f exce l l ence . " S h e 
does expec t a lot f r o m e v e r y o n e , " says 
a f o r m e r c o - w o r k e r . " B u t then 

continued 
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W hatever happens , D o n a h u e seems 
able to t ake it i n str ide. B e i n g at 

the top c a n a lso m e a n be ing o n a t ight­
rope, but i f D o n a h u e is ne rvous that h i s 
ra t ings w i l l c ome t u m b l i n g d o w n , he 
doesn't show i t . H e sits i n the stat ion 
ca fe ter ia , c h o m p i n g thought fu l l y on a 
hamburge r he holds c l a m p e d i n bo th 
hands . N o guest has been set f o r the 
p r o g r a m that w i l l appear i n three shor t 
days , and w h i l e the staff s c u r r i e s 
a r ound , D o n a h u e is c once rned but not 
c r a z y . O n e o f h i s p roduce r s h u r r i e s i n 
a n d gives h i m the n e w s : T h e guest they 
we re hop ing f o r is a ce l ebr i t y w h o they 
t h i n k m a y be p l a n n i n g to show u p w i t h 
her son's r o c k group. " W h a t ' s the ma t ­
ter w i t h h e r ? " D o n a h u e says . " I ' l l t a l k 
to he r and see w h a t the s tory i s . " S u c ­
cess c a n b r ing t e n s i o n — b u t i t 's not 
about to d is t rac t D o n a h u e f r o m the 
pleasures o f l i fe. " H e y , th is is a good 
h a m b u r g e r , " he says . T h e ca fe te r ia 
cook beams happ i l y . T o her , too, D o n ­
ahue is dynami t e . • 

a ! ' 

My life"?" Mar i o T h o m a s s a y s . " I t g e t s be t t e r a l l t h e 
t ime . " S h e l a u g h s tha t d i s t i n c t i v e , h u s k y l a u g h . 

" W h a t w o u l d be the po in t of g e t t ing o l d e r if y o u d i d n ' t g e t 
bet ter—in e v e r y w a y ? " 

S h e is c u r l e d u p in a c h a i r in t h e N e w Y o r k h o t e l s u i t e 
s h e ' s j u s t c h e c k e d into , but a l r e a d y t h e r e a r e t o u c h e s t h a t 
m a k e it l ook l ike h o m e . S h e ' s b u n d l e d h e r s e l f into a l o n g 
n a v y robe , a n d t h e r e a r e b r o w n i e s , b a k e d by a f r i e n d , o n 
the co f f ee t ab l e , fruit in t h e r e f r i g e ra t o r a n d a j a n g l e of 
p h o n e c a l l s to w e l c o m e h e r S h e ' s w e a r i n g little m a k e u p -
j u s t s o m e d u s k y stuf f tha t m a k e s h e r e y e s s e e m e v e n 
d a r k e r a n d w i d e r — a n d h e r ha i r h a n g s in a so f t t u m b l e . 
T i r e d o r not , s h e l o o k s t e r r i f i c . S h e ' s j u s t f l o w n in f r om 
W a s h i n g t o n w h e r e s h e tes t i f i ed b e f o r e a C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
c o m m i t t e e a b o u t f u n d i n g for s c h o o l - l i b r a r y p r o g r a m s , a n d 
t o m o r r o w t h e r e ' l l b e m e e t i n g s a b o u t a n e w v e r s i o n of h e r 
a c c l a i m e d " F r e e to B e . . . Y o u a n d M e " r e c o r d a n d T V 
s p e c i a l , a n d t h e n e x t d a y w i l l b e g i n a s e r i e s of f u n d - r a i s e r s 
for t h e E R A , a n d t h e n . . . 

Mar i o s i g h s , m o r e w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a n e x h a u s t i o n — 
a n d h a s a b r o w n i e . " I s t o p p e d s m o k i n g s i x w e e k s a g o , a n d 
I 've g a i n e d t en p o u n d s , " s h e s a y s . " I t ' s r ea l l y d u m b to 
s m o k e , a n d s i n c e I w a n t to l ive forever , I t h o u g h t I ' d be t t e r 
c u t it out . B e s i d e s , I 'm glad I g a i n e d w e i g h t . I d o n ' t t h i n k 
i t ' s a t t r a c t i v e to b e s o s k i n n y " 

T h e r e ' s st i l l a l o n g w a y to go be f o r e s h e b a l l o o n s into 
Moby Mar i o . A l t h o u g h s h e p r o u d l y s a y s s h e ' s " a l l t h e w a y 
u p to a h u n d r e d a n d e i g h t , " s h e ' s s t i l l s m a l l a n d s l i m a n d 
d o e s n ' t look a n y t h i n g l ike s o m e b o d y w h o ' s n i c k n a m e d 
" H e r s h " b e c a u s e s h e l o v e s c h o c o l a t e b a r s . 

Mar i o n e s t l e s in h e r c h a i r a n d r e f l e c t s o n w h a t ' s b e e n 
h a p p e n i n g in h e r life. N e w p r o j e c t s f l a s h in h e r m i n d l i k e 
R o m a n c a n d l e s : In the m o n t h s a h e a d s h e ' l l b e g i n w o r k o n 
a f i lm c a l l e d Million Dollar Baby, b a s e d o n h e r o w n o r i g i n a l 
s t o r y i d e a , a n d s h e h a s p l a n s for a n e w /turn to page 89 
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Why 
Dayti 

Phil Donahue Has Become 
ime's No. 1 Talk-Show Host 

E n q u l i o r UTillV. 

Br ROD GIBSON o n d 
C H E R Y L L A V I N 

B o y i s h , wh i t e -ha i red P h i l Donahue — who quit 
T V 10 y e a r s ago because he thought he 'd neve r 
m a k e it hl({ — l ias shot ahead of M e r v , M i k e and 
D i n a h to bt'conu- k ing of the d a y t i m e ta lk shows. 

A n d i t ' , 1 i l l ! i H ' c i i u . s c w o m e n a r e w i l d a b o u t h i m . m -
. "^ i i l iTs auri't ' W o i i i o n i i r e t u r n i n g o n D o n a h u e ' s .-ihow b e -

c a u . s e h e t u r n s t h e m o n — 
b o t h s e x u a l l y a n d i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l l y . . . 

" D o n a h u e h a s t r e m e n d o u s 
s e x a p p e a l . H e p r o j e c t s a c e r t a i n q u a l i t y o f v u l n e r a b i l i t y a n d 
h a r d - b o u g h t w i s d o m , " s a i d D r . E u g e n e K e n n e d y , p r o f e s s o r o f 
p s y c h o l o g y a t C h i c a g o ' s L o y o l a U n i v e r s i t y . " W o m e n f e e l 
t h e y ' r e t a l l y ing to s o m e o n e w h o u n d e r s t a n d s t h e m a n d d o e s n ' t 
p a t r o n i z e t h e m . " 

T h e f a c t t h a t D o n a h u e i s a c h a m p i o n o f w o m e n ' s r i g h t s 
m a k e s h i m e v e n m o r e a t t r a c t i v e to h i s m o s t l y - f e m a l e a u ­
d i e n c e , say.<! f a m e d p s y c h o l o g i s t D r . J o y c e B r o t h e r s . 

" T h e l i e y to P h i l D o n a h u e s s u c c e s s i s t h a t h e h a s t r e a t e d 
w o m e n w i t h i n t e l l i g e n c e , " d e c l a r e d D r . B r o t h e r s , w h o h a s 
g u e s t e d on h i s s h o w . 

A n d C h i c a g o T r i b u n e T V c r i t i c G a r y D e e b — p o i n t i n g ou t 
tha t D o n a h u e o f t en p r e s e n t s 
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g i s s u e s i n ­
s t e a d of j u s t " f l u f f " — r e f l e c t ­
e d ; ".Not o n l y i s he s a y i n g n i c e 
t h i n g s abou t w o m e n , h e a l s o 
get,s t h e m t h i n k i n g ; ' I ' m i n -
t t ' l l i gent , I ' m go ing to t u n e i n 
D o n a h u e , d a m n i t . ' " 

" D o n a h u e " i s t h e C i n d e r e l l a 
B l o r y of d a y t i m e T V . T e n 
y e a r s a go he h a d qu i t h i s j o b i n 
l o c a l T V b r o a d c a s t i n g i n D a y ­
ton , Oh i o , b e c a u s e he fe l t he 
w a s go ing n o w h e r e f a s t . B u t a 
f e w m o n t h s l a t e r , a f t e r l i c k i n g 
hi.s d e p r e s s i o n , D o n a h u e d e ­
c i d e d to g i v e T V a s e c o n d sho t . 

Mu,st s t a t i o n s r e j e c t e d t h e 
s h o w h e put i n t o s y n d i c a t i o n 
bu t D o n a h u e k e p t p l u g g i n g 
a w a y , g a t h e r i n g s t a t i o n s one 
b y one. 

I n 1976 h i s s h o w w a s b e i n g 
n a t i o n a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d , bu t he 
w a s s t i l l a t the b o t l o m of t h e , 
t a l k s h o w l a d d e r , M i k e 
r i o i iE l a . s , D i n . i h S h o r e a n d 
M.Tv G r i f f i n 

u s e 

Number of Households 
TV Hosts Reath Daily 

4,707,000 
4,255,000 3,892,000 

3,447,000 

m a n , p r o g r a m d i r e c t o r f o r 
K I R O - T V i n S e a t t l e . W a s h . 

A d d e d T V c r i t i c D e e b : " T h e 
V h , r''",,- K ^ ' " ^ i " ' h e r t a l k s h o w s d e a l a l m o s t 

K c n h y about 4 m i l l i o n h o u . s c - „ , , , , , , i ^ , l i „ c e l e b r i t i e s a n d 
h„Id,s D o n a h u e w a s r e a c h i n g ; D o n a h u e s s h o w t h e y 
j i ' - t 1 r. m i l l i o n h o m o s . do h a v e a c e l e b r i t y , bu t t h e y i g u e s t s a s a t h e i s t s , h o m o s e x -

TREMENDOUS SEX APPEAL: P h i l D o n a l i u e , k i n g o f t ine d a y t i m e T V t a l k s l i o w s , a p p e o l s 
t o w o m e n b e c a u s e h e p r o j e c t s " h a r d - b o u g h t w i s d o m , " s a y s a p s y c h o l o g i s t . , 

p a r t l y o n h i s t r e m e n d o u s d e ­
s i r e to s u c c e e d . " I w a s a w o r k ­
a h o l i c , " h e a d m i t . s . " I w a s 
d r i v e n , f u l l o f a m b i t i o n . I 
t h o u g h t b e i n g a f a t h e r c a m e 
a u t o n i a t i c a l l y . I ' m a p p a l l e d a t 
h o w i l l . e q u i p p e d 1 w a s . " 

T o d a y , h o w e v e r , D o n a h u e i s 
d o i n g j u s t f i n e a s a d a d a n d h i ; i 
c a r e e r i.s z ooming ; . H e a l s o h a s 
a g o r g e o u s g i r l f r i e n d , a c t r e s s 
M a r i o T h o m a s — a n d h i s r o ­
m a n c e w i t h M a r i o , a l e a d i n g 
w o m e n ' s l i b b e r , r e i n f o r c e s h i s 
i d e n t i t y w i t h t h e r i g h t s m o v e ­
m e n t , 

" 1 1 ( w o m e n ' s l i b ) i.s a v e r y 
d e a r s u b j e c t to h i m . " s a y s C h i ­
c a g o c ( ) l u m n i , s t I r v K u i > c i n e t . a 
f r i e n d of D o n a h u e , " I t c o m e s 
f r o m t h e h e a r t — i t ' s not a 
p l o y to g e t h i s w o m e n to l i k e 
h i m on t h e s h o w , " 

S u m m i n g u p D o n a h u e ' s i n ­
c r e d i b l e a p p e a l , b e s t - s e l l i n g 
a u t h o r E r m a B o i n b e c k — a 

c o u l d n e t h i m u p to $500,00<) a i f r e q u e n t g u e s t o n h i s s l i o w — 
y e a r — b u t h e doe s e n j o y t r a v - j d e c l a r e d ; " H e ' s a l m o s t a f a n ­

t a s y to t h e m ( w o m e n ) — h e ' s 
D i v o r c e d t h r e e y e a r s a g o , j t h e h u s b a n d e v e r \' w o u l d 

D o n a h u e b l a m e s t h e b r e a k u p i l i k e to t h i n k t h e y h a d . " 

It; 
TOP T A L K E R : P h i l D o n a h u e ( r i g h t ) , d a y t i m e T V t o l k - s h o w h o s t , i s s e e n i n 4 , 7 m i l l i o n 
h o u s e h o l d s , a h e o d o f r i v a l s ( f r o m r i g t i t ) M e r v G r i f f i n , M i k e D o u g l a s a n d D i n a h S h o r e . 

h i s l a t e s t c o n t r a c t r e p o r t e d l y h e r h u s b a n d i s i m p o t e n t , 
t h a t s h e ' s f r i g i d , " 

F r o m i t s ou t s e t , D o n a h u e ' s 
s h o w h a s t h r i v e d o n c o n - 1 e l l i n g u i t h h i s s o n s , 
t r o v e r s y . H e ' s gone ou t of h i s 
w a y to h a v e s u c h u n u s u a l 

•No.V, h o w e v e r , D o n a h u e h a s ;i|so h a v e a good d i s c u s s i o n on I u a l s , a n d m e n w h o d c o m -s p u r i c d out in f ron t w i t h 4,7, |_.on ,rover5ial s o c i a l or p o l i l i -
n i i l l i o n h o u s e h o l d s H i s c l o s es t l e a l i s s u e s " 
c on to ! i d e r - now .Merv G r i f f i n | D o n a h u e a g r e e s h i s s h o w i s 
— h a s 4 3 m i l l i o n [ d i f f e r e n t : W e don t h a v e a 

" D o n a h u e s e e m s to be a b l e b a n d , w e don t b r i n g on H e n n y 
to a t t r a c t the 18-49 ( f e m a l e ) I Y o u n g m a n a n d C h a r o a n d t h e n 
a u d i e n c e , w h i c h i s w h a t w e r e .Norm C r o s b y . W e u s e the a u -
a f l o r d u r i n g the d a y T h o s e a r c d i e n c e a n d th e c a l l e r s . I ' l l ge t 
t h e l a d i e s the a d v e r t i s e r s a r e a c a l l f r o m a w o m a n w h o ' l l t e l l 
i n t e r e s t e d i n . " .said .Nick F r e e - ! m e s h e s h a d a n a b o r t i o n , o r 

UNUSUAL GUEST: D o n a h u e fo l i os o n h i s s h o w w i t h c o n ­
t r o v e r s i a l t r a n s s e x u a l R e n e e R i c h o r d s . 
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m i t t e d i n c e s t . O n e s h o w f e a ­
t u r e d a b i r t h a t h o m e w i t h a 
f o u r - y e a r - o l d boy w a t c h i n g — 
a n d s u r p r i s i n g l y , o n l y 17 of t h e ; 
120 T V s t a t i o n s ' c a r r y i n g ! 
" D o n a h u e " r e f u s e d to a i r t h e 
s h o w , j 

A n o t h e r m a j o r f a c t o r i n 
D o n a h u e ' s s u c c e s s i s h i s t a c t i c i 
of i n c l u d i n g h i s f e m a l e a u - l 
d i e n c e in h i s s h o w , d e c l a r e d 
D o r o t h y G h a l l a b , w h o i s m a n ­
a g e r of s t a t i o n r e l a t i o n s fo r 
" D o n a h u e , ' 

G h a l l a b n o l e d t h a t w h e n 
t r a n s s c x u : i l R e n e e f i i c h a r d s ' 
a p p e a r e d on th e s h o w , " y o u ; 
no t o n l y h . n e h e r t c l bn j^ h e r i 
o w n s l o r y bu t \'iu h . r/e a 
w o m a n f r o m Pcori,i s t , u u l i n g | 
u p a n d r e a l l y t j i i e s l i o n i n g h e r : 
on h e r r i g h t to do (ho t , T h e i 
q u e s t i o n s a r e m o r e p i ' n e t r a t i n g ' 

. b e c a u s e t h e y c o m e f r o m the 
p e o p l e ' s h e a r t . s , " 

A w a y f r o m the s t u d i o , 
D o n a h u e i s f.ir f r o m c o n ­
t r o v e r s i a l . H e l i w s W i t h f our 
t e e n a g e s o n s In a l i v e b e d r o o m 
h o m e i n a q u i e t C h i c a g o s u b ­
u r b . T h e t h r e e o l d e s t b o y s a l l 
w o r k a f t e r s c h o o l b e c a u s e D a d 
f e e l s i t ' s good for t h e m , 

D o n a h u e d o e s n ' t t h r o w h i s 
o w n m o n e y a r o u n d ~ i t i l h o u g h 

89 commufd from page 
she n e v e r a-iks a n y o n e to d " a a y l h i n g l h . i t s h e W D u l d n ' l d o 
t w i c e a s h a r d h e r s e l f . S o h o w c a n y o u g e l a n g i y a t t ha i ' / ' 
M a r i o h e r s e l f p u i s it a n o t h e r w a y : " A m a n ha-H !o be a J o e 
M c C a r t h y to be c a l l e d ' r u t h l e s s . ' A l l a w o m a n h a s l o d o i s 
p u t y o u o n • h o k l ' 

" P eop l e t e l l m e ( e x p e c t t oo m u c h fron> m y s e l l , " M a r i o 
s a v s q u i e t l y . " B u t 1 w a s r a i s e d to b e l i e v e i n c e r t a i n . ' I a n 
d a r d s o f j u s t i c e e n d m o r a l i t y , a n d the r e w a r d s o l m y l i f e 
c o m e f r o m b e h a v i n g i n th i s w i i y . A n d I ' d r a l h c r e x p e c t t oo 
m u c h a n d be d i s a p p o i n t e d t h i n n o t e x p e c t a n y t h i n g a l a l l 
V o u k n o w , i f p e o p l e e x p e c t y o u l o l i e g r e n i . t h e bes t o l v o u 
c o m e s o u t ; i f a d i r e c t o r t h i n k s y o u ' r e g o i n g l o be g i e . i t , y o u 
get g r ea t . I n a w a y . i t ' s a s t h o u g h y o u c a n c r e a t e p e o p l e a n i l 
s i t u a t i o n s by w h a t y o u e x p e c t o f t h c n i W l i e n s o m e b o d y m 
g o o d a n d k i n d l o n i c , 1 a c t i n « be t ter w a y a n d t h e l e v e m e 
15 t r u e , too. I t h i n k w e a l l h a v e to r e a l i s e t h e i m p a c t wo 
h a v e o n o the r p e o p l e . " 

T o d a y , w h a t e v c r ' s a h e a d , the p i x u p c c l o f g o i n g o n i n i o 
the f u t u r e is a h u p p y o n e . " M y ( g r a n d m o t h e r w a s p l u v i n i i 
the d r u m s i n a bee r g a r d e n i n C a l i f o r n i a w h e n s h e w a s m d l 
i n h e r s e v e n t i e s , " M a r i o .says "She w a s s t i l l h a v i n g the i l m i 
o f h e r l i f e S h e d i d n ' t fit a n y s t e r e o t y p e P e o p l e w o u l d s u y . 
' Y o u c a n ' t d o t h a t , y o u ' r e a w o m a n , ' or ' Y o u c a n ' t d o t h a i , 
y o u ' r e a n o l d l a d y . ' A n d s h e ' d s a y , ' S a y s w h o ? ' S h e w a n u 
r e a l r o l e m o d e l f o r m e . 

" W h e r e w i l l I be five y e a r s f r o m n o w ? i d e l i g h t m n o i 
k n o w i n i . T h a t ' s o n e o f t h e g r ea t e s t t h i n g s a b o u t l i l c i t s 
w o n d e r f u l s u r p r i s e s . " • 


