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OUR OPPORTUNITY

This WGN family letter is the first of a series to acquaint
everyone of our family membsrs with operation of .WGN. For scme
time our department managers have felt that our fellow workers
should have more information about our station end its management
problems.  Ed Kobak has used: a similer information letter in his
Mutual organization since taking over the direction of the network
and I am sure we can benefit by stealing a page from the book of a
man we all know as one of the outstending radio operators of the

country.

We are anxious that everyone participate in the progress of
WGN. We feel that we have the outstanding station of the country,
but with radio competition awm: it is, we cannot stand atill. As
one of 22 stations in the United States operating without any
other stations on ite channel, we have a "Clear Channel Station.”

Through Carl Meyers' foresight several years ago, WGN
acquired the 720 kc. wavelength, which means that we are almost
at the center of the radio spcctrum--a trcmondous advantzge to us.
The carrying power of the transmitter which Mr. Meyers and his
boys built gives us an audible signal in almost every state of the
: Union, as well as in many of the Canadian provinces. Because of
this tremendous technical advantage and the ability of the WGN staff
which has been bullt over a period of years, I am sure all of us have
one of redio's greatest opportunf%ies in extending WGN's service.

FRANK P. SCHREIBER
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WHO 'S NEWS

Busiest buzzing around the studios this week came from Forrest
Levis and Curley Bradley, who accompanied Announcer Hal Lansing on a
hunting jaunt to his cab.n in northern Minncsota. Lansing and Lewis
Just went along for the ride, while Curley dronped a 1GO0-vound doe...
Marion Schroeder was a last-minute subatitution on '"The Northerners'
Wednesday (Nov. 13), when June Browne suddenly took ill...,.Estelle
Barnes, WGNB program director, gave a miano recital on Nov. 4 at the
Glenview Country Club..... Latest member of the VWGN orchestra to join
the grandpapoy ranks 1g Adolph Hoffmann. Carl Carlucci with two grand
children and Frank Crisafulli with one are old timers..... Three WGN
transmitter engineers are driving new cars: Woody Crane (Chev.), Hen-
ry Janssen (Ford), and Kenneth Olson (Chev.). Another oroud owner of
a new Ford is Charles McConnell of the Music Denartment.....Lewvis
James, WGNB nroduction manager for the past two years, is returning
to the WGN staff in the music demartment, where he will be in charge
of all musical auditions for both stations. John Barclay has taken

Lew's place ags production manager.....Hal Totten's 19-year-old son,
John, is playing guard for the School of Aviation Med.ic.ne team at
Randolnh Field, Texas..... Ella-Merien Manopoli, of the WGNB staff,

sang at a joint recital at Dania, a Scandanavian club, Nov. 1l0.....
The announcers got together and vresented Traffic Manager Milt Newton
with a besutiful new wristwatch in epopreclation of past services.....
A wave of ambition has overtaken WGNB staff members. Eloise Keeler is
taking a course in advertising layout, Marie Grace is studying inter-
ior decoration, and Barbara Buckingham is looking over art school
catalogues.

WEDDING BELLS..... Paul Benzaquin, Continuity Dept., was married Oct.
25 to Barbara Vansteel of Quincy, I11l., who is with
the Schwimmer & Scott ad agency.....Another beauti-
ful svariler i1s being flashed around WGN by Marilyn
Jayne, of the Public Relatiens Dept. The lucky man
is Varren l.assen of Oak Park, a pre-med student at
the University of Chicago. Wedding bells will ring
in March, according to tentative plans.

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST VISHES.....Herman Godfrey Ashbacher, super-
visor of Sound Effects, and his wife Lou will cele-
brate their 25th wedding anniversary on Nov. 25.
They were married in Bluffton, Ind., and have one
daughter, Madelyn, who is director ofmusic at the

Sandwich, Ind., public schools..... The J.im Hanlons
are celebrating their tenth wedding anniversary on
Nov. 23.

HELLO & WELCOME TO....Rhoda Topel, Ruth Atkins, Barbsra Wright and
Sam Morris. The three girls are work:ng in the Scriot Devart-
ment, and fam is on part time as & messenger. He's a sophomore
at De Psgul, goes to classes mornings..... No newcomer to WGN but
a hello and welcome also goes to Dorothy Holle Norcott, secre-
tary to Carl Meyers. A VGNer for six years, Dorothy took six
months off to play mother to her baby...... Another returnee I!s
Betty Blanton, former page gi.rl, who left to attend school but
discovered 1t would be March before she could get in. Unt:
thzt time she will be giving the girls in Irene Dahm's off'ce a
hand.
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0O YOU KNOW, |

..that T¥lden Benge, member of
the VGN orchestra. .s the manu-
Facturer of +the famous Benge
trumvet that -s used by &ll major
symmhony orchestras :n the count-
Ty

...that w.th.n the mast 13 nmonths
WGN office staff emnloyes have
rec=.ved more than a thiurty ver
gent raise?

...that 8 new Diesel mowered gen-
erator has been rermenently .nst-
all=d for emergency powver in case
of nublic service failure at the
WGN transmitter?

...that in most Chicago business
offices emnloyes are requ.red to
work a full forty hours oer wveek,
get only 20 or 45 minutes for
lunch? At WGN we have a 38 3/4
hour work week and & full hour
for lunch.

...that a group of students from

Indiana State Teachers College
voted VGN “the station they'd
most l:ke to work for" after a

rad:.o tour of Chicago last month?

.that very few firms give their
employes a $1,000 insurance nol-
icy free, such as is received by
all members of the VGN family who

qual .fy under the emnloyes bene-
it nlan?

...that there are three vproud
daddies in the VGN orchestra

toasting twin offerring? Thaey are
Elden Benge, who has twvin sons

:g 17; Carl Racine, with T7-year-
0ld tn:n dangnters; and Bob Quick
with 7-year-2ld twin sons Bob
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v, %ds a 10-year-o0ld son.

.+ .that Fred Meinken, music lib-
Aar:an, is going to have a 14 1b.
Jrkey on Tnanksgiving for just
himself and his wife?

s chat, |
days to g0 ¢t
party?

are only 28 more
the VGN Christmas

¢ The WGN Fewiiy hwtgg;?

KNOV YOGUR ANNOUNCER----HARRY BURGE

Like all radio ennouncers,
Harry Burge l:kes to talk--hs was
once orator:cal chamvion of Mich-
1gan--but h:s unhanpy fate sched-
ules Harry on shows :n which the
neovle on the other s:de of the
mrcronhone do most of the talking.

Herry f.gures he's held the
mike .n front of 28,000 cav l:ans
and servicemen 1n the four years
he's been with VGN on the Service
Center Canteen, Man on the Street
and Chicago At Night shows. The
Chicago Theater lubby, where the
Ch.cago At Night show nov or:.g:n-
ates, 13 always f.lled with neo
ple anx:ous to telk to Harry and
the VGN audiecnce.

Born .n Nevada, schooled 1in
Texas, Michigaen and Gecrg:a, he's
also seen a large portion of the
world as a merchant seaman--a far
cry from his education for  the
ministry. An orda.ned Methodist
minister, Harry left that call to
go on the stage (because actors
don't call each other "brothers’)
and gradusted from stock commany
roles to radiLo acting and thence
to announcing--on WJR, Detro.it.

The- fr.nged sleeved leather
jacket wvhich Harry wears a lot of
the time v8 ev:idence of his west-
ern baclground., hig love of hunt-
.ng and fishing and dogs--he owns
a beagle and a Chesaneake Bay re-
triever.

Other members of the Burge
menage, .nclude Mrs urge, Judy,
who is 9; Harry, Jr , 7: and tw
year old M:chael.
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LET'S GIVE A HAND to Louise
Sasso. When a listener called to
get the title of & selection he'd
heard on another netvork, Louisc
gave huim the info he had failed
to get from the station carry.ng
the - Nrogram’
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YOUR MUTUAL FRIEND - GIL McCLELLAND

Midwest Mutual's ever smiling sales nromot.on boss claimg to be
the firet beby born .n hes home town hospital The event occurred on
Mey 28. 1903, and in the interven.ng 43 years Gilbert William Mc-
Clelland has been a busy fellow indeed. Gil attended Wabash College
'n his home town of Crawfordsville, Indiana, graduat.ng in 1926. Dur
ing college he took a year ofl to become a revorter on the Miami
(Flor:da) Hereld, saved his dollars and unon graduating wut his A.B.
degree aside to tour Furone in the summer of '26. He says he d:dn't
see Emily Kimbrough, but he did cover Par s and London fairly thor-
oughly. That fall he returned to the United States and turned .nsur-
ance salesman with headquarters in Chicago. The United ®ress hired
Gil a short t'me later and by the time he left them, :n 1928, he was
manager of the Columbus, Ohio, bureau. For the next four yeers  Gil
d.d vublicity for the Tllincis Commi.ssion on Public Utilities Inform
ation, the Gary Ra:lroad and the South Shore L.ne. In 1932, the M.ch-
rgan C.ty News had a newv advertising salesman, Gilbert McClelland.
The next year the Century of Progress ompened 1n Chicago with th:s
sam@ - McClelland in the vpromotion department. In 1934, G.1 entered
rad:o as a mublicity wr:ter for NBC He stayed there for ° s.x years,
becoming ass.stant ssles promotion manager Dbefore he left 1n 1943 to
become sales promotion manager for Mutual's midwest division.

During his Michigan City stay, Gil met Mary Ai.ce Jackson, and
for the next three years he commuted for hss dateg, until 1935 when
they were married. The McClellands now have two ch:ldren, James, 3,
and fnne, 1, who share their 18 E. Chestnut a»artmsnt.
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TC Marie Gunderson, secretary to Jim
liahoney, lutual stetion relations, (Dec. 5)...Emmy Lou
Stekoll, secretary to Mutusl salesman Wally Holden (Dec.

7). .Mary Figard fud . ting Dent. (Dec. 10) Mary Ellen
Maher, Program Dent. (Dec. 12)...Rose Brewer Allen, Sales
Leot. (Dec 12)...Inger Mar:.e Johnson, Sales Dent. (Deac.
13). .Frank Korch, Snorts Dent. (Dec. 20). ...L.1ly Meuer.
Scrint Dept. (Dec. 20).. Virg:nia Rogers, ™ubl:c Relations
Dept. (Dec. 2n). .Morrison Vood, loiugt;on Dent. (Dec.
#0)...Ed Gerkin, New York Sales Off.ce (Dec 21)...Clyde
D:derich, Engineer (Dec. 21)....E. LeRoy Olliger, Sound
Lffects Technician (Dec. 24 .Ruth Adams, secretary to
M:ilt Newton (Dec. 26). 4arﬁareb Healy, Duvnlicating Dent.
(Dec. 26)...Thomasg Elvﬂd&ﬂ, Cont:nuity Dent. (Dec. 21).

HHKEIRHKERFREHHFR R FRERRREREERRERRERERRRFEFXEXRRRRRREREX XXX

‘/

EOVLING BLURBS......... The news 1n the mast has bz2en bad, but now wc
can change thnat a bit. This time 1t's worse. Captain Cliiger's
team of sound and nevs room men .s gtill at the ©bottom of the
hean; and the two girls' teams are fighiing for 4th and 5th
nlace 1n a six-team league.

3
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Perhgns they are tar ng lessons from Katherine Roche (June
Baizer). A courle of weeks apo M:.ss Roche Dbowled her first pame
and wound un vith some kind of a record. Not one min down :n ten
frasmes , . and that's mnlenty tough to do:
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KNOV YOUR ENGINEERS

Vhen VOGN enpg naer  Bob Batnrd
Indulec o in hia hobby, hoe Lalean a
busman's  hol!day, Leaauss hois
favorite indoor soort g oreral-
ing hig own amateur radio station
WONN for which he's had a license
ever since 1919. Bob, now 8tud:o
Surervisor of WGN's Engineer.ng
Devnartment, started his radio
career at the age of 13 as a
“ham" radio enthusiast Yack in
Deyton, Ohio, his hometown.

After graduation in Roose-
velt High School, he went {0 work
in the Dayton Power and Light
Commany - his Jjob was to hon into
an emergency truck every time
there was a fire and dash to the
scene to cut the electric service
lines before the fire devartment
arrived. In 1926 he joined the
Croesley Radio Cormoration in Cin-
¢cinnati, coming to VGN in 1935 to
becomec a member of the engineer-
ing staff. Bob has fond memories
of those dsays when he did six
strip shows a2 day, deshing from a
tear-choked episode of '"Pelnted
Dreams” right into %$he troubles
of "Bachelor's Children' and end-
ing wun the day hanging from a
cliff with "Little Orphan Annie."

Highligzht of his engineering
exnaricnce  was the stormy night
beck 1in Sentember of 19729 when
Bob nut Hitler on WGN as Der [Muh-
rer delivered his hysterical Pol-
end invasion speech. It was 3:00
a.m., but VGN was on the air with
one of history's most exclting
2nd eventful moments.

£Altho Bob's amateur station
is temmorarily off the air in his
homs at 411 N. Oak Park Avenue in
Cak Park, he still haz his opsr-
ating license and pnlens to con-
tinue nutting WONN on the alr in
the future.

MUTUAL PERSONALITY NOTES

Viveinin  Aherne ta  lenving
Mutual's  Lenlrie  dspaptment Lo
become A mother and to manage the
Aherne's prlde and joy - & newly
acqulred apartment....Myrtle Gou-
let, MBS midwest traffic mana-

" ger, hed a houseful of Mutusl

gals for a shower in Virginia's
honor...luring the ' rocent Queon
for a Day Minneapolis appnearance,
Dee Mower, MBS Chicago sales man-
agér, had a birthdey. M.C. Jdack

Bailey and the Queen gang shower- -

ed Dee with baby rattles, etc.,
as a joke. But the joke's on them
because Dee will be called paoa
soun after Christmas...... Chuck
Viley, of Mutual's publicity de-
rartment, wes in the "dog house"
with his FTive year old Judith re-
cently. Judith wes snending the
day In the hospital getting rid
of her tonsils, and Chuck forgot
to pick her up after work. He
made the triv back agein from
Wilmetce and brought Judith home,
quite miffed.
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SYMPATHY TO --

Everett Blackman,
died recently at Eagle Grove, Iea.

Jane Harrington Hibbard, vhose
father, Charles Brsdshaw, d:.ed at

b

Mercy Hospital, Chicago, Nev. 13.

Paul C. Bri-.s, whose mother,
Mrs, Margaret Jones Brines, disd
Oct. 29 at Rushville, IT11l.

SWAP IT....Two ©pair vractrcally
new Johnson ice skates, slizes
4 and 7. Call Dorothy McKnight
(7s) =2nd Queenlie Heidrich (ﬁs)
in the Public Relations office
...5mall water heater, wlth

30-gal. tank. See leroy Olliger.

The WGN Family Loteol (

engineer at
the VGN transmitter, whose father
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FLOWERS FRCM WGN

The flowers on stage for Chicago Theatér of the Air performances each
Saturday night are enjoyed not only by those vpresent at Medinsh Tem-
vle, but also by a group of younpsters whosé Theater of the Air list-
ening is done by radio -- the natients at the Shriners' Hos»ital for
Crinmled Children, 2211 North Oak ark Avenue.

In a letter to Mr. Schreiber, IHelen E. Young, sunerintendent of the
hosnital, exnressed the youngsters' avoreciation.

"Flowers do make the wards so bright and cheerful, and the children

enjoy them a great deal. Many, many thonks for remembering themm this
way, Miss Young wrote.

A BOUCUET FROM MR. KOBAXK

On his closed circult broadcast of October 25, Mr. Kobek,
President of the Mutuel Broadcasting System, made the foll-
owing remarks concerning The Chicago Theater of the Air
nrogram of October 19: '

"On Saturdny we took our directors to see The Chicago Theater of the
Air and all of them were surprised and astonished <t this production.
None of them, I found, had ever seen this program »mut on in the Med-
inah Temnle where 5000 pmeonle go every Saturdey evening to sce this
show., It is really the biggest and most important and most exmwensive
sustaining orogram on the air, and I wented our directors to see how
1t 1s done and wnay a special tribute to the boys at WGN 1in the way
they handled the audience, the progrem, in fact, everything thaet had
to ‘do with it..
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Colonel McCormick's annuel recention for

Tribune and WGN emnloyees 1s scheduled to te

held on Sundeay, December 29, in WGN's build-

ing -and Tribune Tower. YGN wi.ll be called un-
on as usual to provide FM music in the lobby

and a concert in Studio 1 by the WGN orch-

eIsSTra,
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During the coming holiday season, the work
schedule for WGN will e the seme as for
the Tribune organization, i1.e., Thanksgiv-
ing Day, Christmes Day and New Year's Day
off, and on the day before Christmas we
will close at 1:00 P.M.
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT URGANIZATION

SECRETARY

MUSICAL DIRECTOUR
Henry Veber

CHICAGO THEATER OF A1R

Lee Svanson

MUSICAL ASSISTANT
Marion Schroeder

CHICAGO PHILHARMONIC
Jaclk Lalfrandre

LIBRARIANS
Head: Fred Meinken
Asst: Charles Mc onnell

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS
Adolf Hoffmann*

ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR

ARRANGERS
llenneth Churchill
Népcius Hzatt

Walter Steindel*

STAFF ORGANIST

~ Preston Sellers
STAFF PIANIST

"Harold Turner

RECORD TURNERS
Cherles Allen
Catherine Graven

COPYISTS

Supervisor: Harry Budka
Assistants: Fred Keller
John Berrafnto

RECORD LIBRARY
Suvervisor: Estelle Barnes
Clerk: Virginia Dohms

Jane Herrington
Mitzie Schein
Harold Sher
Robert Broz

AUDITIGONS AND VOCAL COACH
CH1CAGO THEATER OF THE AIR
Lewlis James

ASSISTANT MUSICAL DIRECTGR

ORCHESTRA

Robert Trendler

PERSONNEL MANAGER

Peter Eagle*

Elden Benge
Gilbesrt Boerema
Tmmerzcn Both
Carl Carlucci
Frank Crisafull:z
Robert Delacey
Peter Di Lecce
Peter Eagle
Ianiel Gay

Roy Grahem

rfdolf Hoffmann

ORCHESTRA MEMBERS

Samuel Jordan
"hillin XKauffman
Frank Kieca

Leec Knight
Ernest liegl
Ray McKinstry
James McMullin
Rudolnh Mangold
Edwvard Mumm
George Palermo
Robert Cuick

Cerl Racine

Cecil Read

frmend Roth

Edwin Scimltz
Josenh Sciacch:tano
Raphael S»n.ro
Walter Steindel*
Harry Sturm
Arthur Tabachnick
Harold Thi.ell
Nevin White

*Two Positions

-
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION

Director of Engincering
Carl J. Meycrs

Agsigtent
Dircctor of Enginecering
G. Willigm Long

Administrative
Aggistants:

Floyd R. McNicol
Vernon R. Brooks
Geo. W. Williams

Maryanne Kurtzweil|,

WGN Trensmitter

Technicians:
James A. Turner

Supcrvisor

E. D. Blackmnn
John Gausc
Henry B. Janascn
W. R. Cranci
Willard Miller

© William N. Moorc
Konneth Olson
Hilten L. Remley

.| Miscellancous:

~Lester A, Crcnk
William Heide
Georgc A. Thies

Supcrvisor

Robert L. Sibold

Maintenance:

Karl Michael
Jay J. Forree

Mzatcr Control:

Konneth L. Curtis

Molvin Berstler
Paul Crun

1

Chief Supervisor in Chg
All Opcrations Personncl{-

Clyde J. White

Supervigor - Ralph Batt
, Agg't. Supervisors:

‘ Robert E. Baird

! Robert Porking

~LBbuddone wy i cadad .
[ M. A, Bear

Edward Carstcns
Clyde Diderich
Marshall V. Jewell

Special Developments:
Television
Facsimile
Midwcst Network
Tribune Frojects
Joseph Turner,dr.
Wilbert Cox 4
Arthur Avery

H. J. Buckley
Frank Corlson
Cccil Vright

1 Walter E. Phillips

Supcrvisor:

Carl Anderson
Donald Callchen

Paul L. Rusdorf .
Mclbourn Schultz
Jack F. Murchison

WGNB Studio & Trans.:
John A. Bobera
Ralph Jack
John W Turncr
John B. Hausler

Remotcs & Special

Events:
Myron J. Eerl

"L. E. Elton
Arnold Rahmcl
Leon J. Schinkten
John E. Claudc
Robert Yeager
Roy R. Cone
Mark E. Ruisard

Thomes B. Schillo

s

Recording Room &

Transcription:
Jamcs Matthews
Patrick Wymen




