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WU Farm Broadcasting
4 Seimace AloitthecisteAK

TH. is the story of WGY's first 21 years of farm broadcasting.
It will be told mostly in pictures. But first - to set the stage

for those who do not know these programs, and to provide some
facts that may be new even to those who are our oldest friends -
here's a little background.

Since November, 1925, WGY has broadcast more than seven
thousand half-hour programs especially for the benefit of farmers
and their friends in what we in Schenectady like to call the Great
Northeast. That, incidentally, adds up to close to five continuous
months of broadcasting, which may be a marathon record of some
kind.

But more amazing, and more important as we go back over the
record, are the lumber and variety of people who have been glad
to co-operate in these broadcasts. They have brought to the WGY
microphone the_r knowledge, their experience, their opinions, and
sometimes their prejudices to help make the WGY Farm Paper of
the Air a true and up-to-date journal of farming news and to make
the WGY Farm Forum a true forum "where modern agricultural
thought is voiced."

These two programs, while they have kept abreast of changing
farm problems, have over the years maintained pretty much their
original form and flavor. The Farm Forum ,is the only evening
farm program cf its type in the nation; it is broadcast from 8:30
to 9:00 on Friday evenings, in competition with commercial and
network shows. Yet a recent survey indicates that approximately
400,000 people choose to listen to this program weekly. It brings
noted agricultural and industrial leaders in discussions of new and
improved methods of farming, and inspirational and sometimes
controversial presentations on broad problems of consequence to
agriculture. And since 1928, the last half of the program has been
devoted to the WGY Farm Question Box, during which facts of
immediate and practical value are provided in answer to questions
submitted by listeners - of which more later.

The WGY Farm Paper of the Air, often referred to as a radio
farm journal, is presented between 12:30 and 1:00 p.m. on week-
days. It has always featured what may best be described as "trade
information" - regular reports on weather conditions, planting in-

formation, instructions for the control of diseases and insects affect-
ing crops, and a daily summary of produce marketing information.
Like the Farm Forum, the Farm Paper of the Air has presented
hundreds of co-operating authorities from agricultural colleges,
farm organizations and farms to discuss topics of current interest.

General Electric has not been content to rest on its laurels gained
over 21 years of service to agriculture. As farm people equip them-
selves with FM receivers, WGFM the frequency modulation sta-
tion, will have an FM farm radio service to create. Even now,
General Electric's television station, WRGB, is developing a _pro-
gram known as the WRGB Farm Spotlight.

Synonymous with WGY's farm programs are the people who
have been, for years, a part of these programs. Most familiar to the
farmers of the Great Northeast is the voice of G. Emerson Mark-
ham, who back in November, 1925, conceived the idea of special
programs for the farmer. Given the job of developing the pro-
grams, in addition to his other duties, he soon found himself head
over heels in broadcasting. With the exception of a single year,
Mr. Markham has been, until recently, continuously in active
charge of Farm Broadcasting. Today, as General Electric Stations
Manager of WGY, frequency modulation station WGFM, and
television station WRGB, Mr. Markham is still keenly interested
in farm programming.

Three years after the inauguration of these broadcasts, a fruit
farmer of Stuyvesant Falls, N. Y. and graduate of the New York
State College of Agriculture was invited to appear on a broadcast
to discuss the control of the codling moth -a then current prob-
lem. So popular was his talk that he came back again and again to
discuss farm problems and soon became a regular contributor to
WGY farm broadcasting. This was Ed W. Mitchell, WGY's
familiar farm adviser, who since 1928 has been the answer man
for questions of every conceivable nature in the field of agriculture.
He has answered literally hundreds of thousands of questions in the
past 18 years.

A further addition was made to the Farm Broadcasting staff
in early 1942 when Robert Child, young extension agronomist from
the New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University,
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was introduced to the farm audience. Raised on a farm, Bob came
to WGY with authority on and understanding of farm problems
and now ably fills the post vacated by Mr. Markham.

In the final analysis, however, the greatest contribution to the
success of WGY's farm broadcasting has been made by the farm
agencies and institutions, and individuals with an interest in farming.
Not since the very earliest days of farm broadcasting his WGY had
any difficulty in effectively filling the time which General Electric
has reserved for these programs. Currently, 23 different organiza-
tions are regularly participating to greater or lesser degree in the
WGY farm radio service, and no important governmental, educa-
tional or agricultural agency in the area reached by the station,
which is actively concerned with farming, is withou: opportunity
to contribute to the enterprise. Here is an example of co-operation
at its finest.

That the programs have proved highly popular is attested by
the fact that WGY farm broadcasts, with an average annual receipt
of 20,000 letters, consistently receive more mail year in and year
out than all other sustaining programs on the station combined.

Radio is what it is because of people - both those who broad-
cast and those who listen. So, in the pages that follow, are some of
those who regularly face the microphone and some of those who
regularly listen. There is a hint, too, of the effect the statements of
the first have had on the lives and habits of the second. It is not
alone a glimpse of the past and the present - in spirit at least it is
entirely suggestive of the future.

W3Y's transmitter tower
is 625 feet high

The WGY building is
modern in design and construction
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One of the Oldest Farm Radio Programs

Dinner with the Bishop;

An en -ire 4-H Club tell> ab3ut its Accident Neve-I/lion Campaign

Many Farm Paper of the Air arograms originate outside the studio Rural (-turd broadcasts help pro moteyccctio, church schools
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These are the People who Plan the Programs

A modern Planning Group is made up of representatives from most of the
co-operating agencies: left to right: Bob Child, D. Leo Hayes, Assistant N. Y.
State Leader of County Agricultural agents; David B. Fales, Assistant N. Y. State
Leader of 4-H Club Agents; Henry B. Little, N. Y. State Veterans Service Agency;
Ralph C. S. Sutliff, N. Y. State Department of Education (Future Farmers of
America); Mrs. Isabelle Harris, N. Y. State Grange; behind Mrs. Harris, Harry
Mileham, formerly of the College of Agriculture, University of Vermont; Mont-
gomery B. Robinson, N. Y. State College of Agriculture; Mary G. Phillips, N. Y.
State College of Home Economics; Jacob F. Pratt, Dairyman, Schaghticoke, N. Y.;

An early planning group: left to right: Bruce R. Buchanan, Windham County
Vermont 4-H Club Agent; Earl A. Arnold, Farm Mechanics Specialist, N. Y. State
College of Agriculture, Bernard D. Joy, Ulster County 4-H Club Agent; George A.
Musser, Orange County 4-H Club Agent; M. E. Robinson, Administrative
Specialist, N. Y. State College of Agriculture; Paul Thayer, Albany County 4-H

G. Emer:o Markham; Dr. W. S. Stone, N. Y. State Department of Agriculture
and Markets; Francis E. Griffin, N. Y. State Department of Education; M ss Orrilla
Wright, ittssis.tant N. Y. State Leader of Home Demonstratior Agents; Dr. C. E.
DeCamp N. Y. State Veterinary Medical Society; J. H. Van Aernam, New York
Power and Light Co.; John B. Clark, Poiltryman, Ballston Lake, N. Y.; Rev. Collis
C. Blair and Rev. Ralph L. Williamsoi, Rural Department, N. 1. State Council of
Churche!: and Howard R. Waugh, fcrnierly with the N. Y. State Department of
Agriculture aid Markets

Club Agent; H S. Pringle, Agriculture Er,gineer, N. Y. State College of Agricul-
ture; Miss Direthy Young, Associate Columbia County 4-H C U3 Agent; John A.
Lennox, Cel.)vrare County 4-H Club Agent; Robert A. Dyer, Columbia County
4-H Club Agent; Albert Hoefer, N. Y. State Leader of 4-H Club Agents; and
William Cornett, WGY Farm Broadcastirg Assistant in 1931
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State and Federal Agencies
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The wail. cf the State card Federal Fcod inspectors is regularly
publicizec on WGY farrn broadcasts

The consumer is assured of fresh eggs through radio education of
the farm producer and produce handler

One WGY broadcast pointed out that the blue stamp on meat is
absolutely harmless but an essential key to quality

Lblicizing the ne3ortance of buying only high quality corn and selling only high qality hay creates goodwill among Northeastern farmers
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The Farm Wood Lot
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Eaclathes -rom the crossro jaw are now eliminated by
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Some use iorses

.... aid ;.me 3ti I use x>en where the terrain is rough -ractors speed up the cperation

WGY's =ern p-ograris have stressed better farm -to -market weds Various agen:ies urge replant ng of harvested timber land
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A farm family, typical of the 7;,000 people who hear the
Fcrm Paper of tie Air daily

These are the Folks who

One of the 400,000 who hear the WGY Farm Forum each Friday evenilg

In addition to County Fairs, the magnetic wire recorder ccvers People at this County Fair heard a summary of fair activities
outstanding farm events and meetings of the velar on the next day's Farm Paper

Monthly WGY crop summaries forewarned this boy's father that he was nct F e The Mobile Unit always attracts attention
only one who could hold his entire 1945 apple crop it one hand
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Some of the Tools and Farm Equipment They Use

Lights the poiltry hcte boost winter egg proud on Formers give radio descriptions of buckrakes they have made

A few still ucd:e hay lam Ws... . . . and mamy more like this

Ed recam-nends be. hay curing

ir I --
Milk coolers, m !king -nachires and weer systems ere found o Northeastern fauns

WGY spec4er.s explain how to orgarite custom sway rives

CI, :La ior.
40.7.--4214

All phases of the home freezikig of food are covered

Eledricity permits farmers to refrigerate perishable woduce For Femoving cans of peaches from ,a retort at a Community Canning Center
"out of season" sole



The WGY Microphone away from Home

The magnetic wire recorder picis up higilights at the cnnual
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Farmers brought more than five tons of produce to the 15th WGY C. E. Wilson, President of General Electric, cut the first

Farm Birthday Party in 1940 slice of birthday cake

G -E "House of Magic" showed metal floating in air Dr. Hugh P. Baker, President of Massachusetts State College,
addressed a record crowd which filled a circus tent

Max, the pastry chef, produced 26 birthday cakes It took more than one circus tent to accommodate 7000 spectators
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A SUMMING UP
We have told you, in pictures, the story of 21 years of WGY

farm broadcasting; now some facts which show the reactions
of a cross section of the people who listen to them:

One sure indication of Northeastern farm people's regard
for the agricultural programs is the farm -radio listener survey
made in November, 1944: In 33 counties, including 22 in New
York, seven in Vermont, two in New Hampshire, one in Massa-
chusetts. and one in Pennsylvania, 499 farm people either per-
sonally visited or telephoned their neighbors on one afternoon
during the week of November 13, 1944, between 12:30 and
1:00 p.m.

Of the farm radio sets turned on in the nine counties closest
to Schenectady, 85 per cent were tuned to WGY. Of the farm
radio sets turned on in the 33 counties, the percentage tuned to
WGY was 57. Assuming that there is an average of two
listeners per set, approximately 72,000 people in the 33 counties
hear the Farm Paper of the Air each day.

The most recent survey of the listening audience at 8:30
p.m. on Fridays indicates that some 400,000 people hear the
WGY Farm Forum each week.

The following agencies and individuals kindly co-operated with
WGY in lending pictures included in this book. The cover picture
was furnashed through the courtesy of the United States Soil Con-
servation Service. Many of the other pictures were contributed by
agencies and individuals co-operating on the WGY farm programs,
including the New York State College of Home Economics, Converse
Studios, Inc., 38 East 57th Street, New York City, Manuel Rockwood,
Cambridge, N. Y., New York State 4-H Clubs, Preston Hollow
Baptist C!iurch, Vermont Extension Service, Agricultural Adjustment
Agency, New York State Farm Manpower Service, New York State
Department of Agriculture and Markets, U.S.D.A. photographs by
Forsythe, U.S.D.A. photographs by Knewll, New York State Bankers
Association, New York State Veterinary Medical Society, New York
State Agricultural Extension Service, New York State College of
Forestry, United States Forest Service, New York Power & Light Co.,
New York State Grange, Cooperative GLF Exchange, Inc., Dairy-
men's League Co-operative Association, Inc., New York State College
of Agriculture, and Ed W. Mitchell.
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