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WY Farm Broadcasting
A Senvice ta Northeastern Agriculime

THIS is the story of WGY’s first 21 years of farm broadcasting.
' It will be told mostly in pictures. But first — to set the stage
- for those who do not know these programs, and to provide some
facts that may be new even to those who are our oldest friends —
here’s a little background.

Since November, 1925, WGY has broadcast more than seven
thousand half-hour programs especially for the benefit of farmers
and their friends in what we in Schenectady like to call the Great
Northeast. That, incidentally, adds up to close to five continuous
months of broadcasting, which may be a marathon record of some

kind.

But more amazing, and more important as we go back over the
record, are the aumber and variety of people who have been glad
to co-operate in these broadcasts. They have brought to the WGY
microphofle the_r knowledge, their experience, their opinions, and
sometimes their prejudices to help make the WGY Farm Paper of
the Air a true and up-to-date journal of farming news and to make
the WGY Farm Forum a true forum “where modern agricultural
thought is voiced.” -

These two programs, while they have kept abreast of changing
farm problems, have over the years maintained pretty much their
original form and flavor. The Farm Forum is the only evening
farm program cf its type in the nation; it is broadcast from 8:30
to 9:00 on Friday evenings, in competition with commercial and
network shows. Yet a recent survey indicates that approximately
400,000 people choose to listen to this program weekly. It brings
noted agricultural and industrial leaders in discussions of new and
improved methads of farming, and inspirational and sometimes
controversial presentations on broad problems of consequence to
agriculture. And since 1928, the last half of the program has been
devoted to the WGY Farm Question Box, during which facts of
immediate and practical value are provided in answer to questions
submitted by listeners — of which more later.’

The WGY Farm Paper of the Air, often referred to as a radio
farm journal, is presented between 12:30 and 1:00 p.m. on week-
days. It has always featured what may best be described as “trade
information” — regular reports on weather conditions, planting in-

formation, instructions for the control of diseases and insects affect-
ing crops, and a daily summary of produce marketing information.
Like the Farm Forum, the Farm Paper of the Air has presented
hundreds of co-operating authorities from agricultural colleges,
farm organizations and farms to discuss topics of current interest.

General Electric has not been content to rest on its laurels gained
over 21 years of service to agriculture. As farm people equip them-
selves with FM receivers, WGFM the frequency modulation sta-
tion, will have an FM farm radio service to create. Even now,
General Electric’s television station, WRGB, is developing a.pro-
gram known as the WRGB Farm Spotlight.

Synonymous with WGY’s farm programs are the people who
have been, for years, a part of these programs. Most familiar to the

farmers of the Great Northeast is the voice of G. Emerson Mark- ‘

ham, who back in November, 1925, conceived the idea of special
programs for the farmer. Given the job of developing the pro-
grams, in addition to his other duties, he soon found himself head
over heels in broadcasting. With the exception of a single year,
Mr. Markham has been, until recently, continuously in active
charge of Farm Broadcasting. Today, as General Electric Stations
Manager of WGY, frequency modulation station WGFM, and
television station WRGB, Mr. Markham is still keenly interested
in farm programming.

Three years after the inauguration of these broadcasts, a fruit
farmer of Stuyvesant Falls) N. Y. and graduate of the New York
State College of Agriculture was invited to appear on a broadcast
to discuss the control of the codling moth—— a then current prob-
lem. So popular was his talk that he came back again and again to
discuss farm problems and soon’ became a regular contributor to
WGY farm broadcasting. This was Ed W. Mitchell, WGY’s
familiar farm adviser, who since 1928 has been the answer man
for questions of every conceivable nature in the field of agriculture.
He has answered literally hundreds of thousands of questions in the
past 18 years.

A further addition was made to the Farm Broadcasting staff
in early 1942 when Robert Child, young extension agronomist from
the New York State College of Agriculture at Cornell University,




was introduced to the farm audience. Raised on a farm, Bob came
to WGY with authority on and understanding of farm problems
and now ably fills the post vacated by Mr. Markham.

In the final analysis, however, the greatest contribution to the
success of WGY’s farm broadcasting has been made by the farm
agencies and institutions, and individuals with an interest in farming.
Not since the very earliest days of farm broadcasting has WGY had
any difficulty in effectively filling the time which Gereral Electric
has reserved for these programs. Currently, 23 different organiza-
tions are regularly participating to greater or lesser degree in the
WGY farm radio service, and no important governmental, educa-
tional or agricultural agency in the area reached by the station,
which is actively concerned with farming, is withou: opportunity
to contribute to the enterprise. Here is an example of co-operation
at its finest.

That the programs have proved highly popular 1s attested by
the fact that WGY farm broadcasts, with an average znnual receipt
of 20,000 letters, consistently receive more mail year in and year
out than all other sustaining programs on the station combined.

Radio is what it is because of people — both those who broad-
cast and those who listen. So, in the pages that follow, are some of
those who regularly face the microphone and some of those who
regularly listen. There is a hint, too, of the effect the statements of
the first have had on the lives and habits of the second. It is not
alone a glimpse of the past and the present — in spirit at least it 1s
entirely suggestive of the future.

W3Y's transmitter tower

is 625 feet high

The WGY building is
modern in design and construction
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WGY'’S Farm Broadcasting Section

G. Emerson Markhkam who inaugurated WGY Farm
Broadcast ng in 1925 and actively supervised its

SREr oo over o periahl oF Taauty-years Mr. Markham, now Stations Manager of WGY; WGFM, frequency modula- Bob Child who is in charge of Agriculturcl

tion; and WRGB, television, with R. W. Welpott, Jr., his assistant Broadmsting
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Farm Adviser Mitchell and a farm section employee find a couple cf
“hum’ bugs in the morning mail

The Farm Broadcas-ing Section surveys Markham’s corn crop Farm-reared Bob Child belongs to the Farm Bureau and other
farm organizations




i A Few WGY Farm Forum Speakers

Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed the Farm Forum
while Governor of the Empire State

The late Carl E. Ladd, Dean of tke New York State
College of Agriculture, gave the arnual New Year's
Farm Forum address for tem consecutive years

r Farm Adviser Ed Mitchell and Fa-m Forum Chairman
Bob Child discuss letters in *he Farm Question Box

Harvey S. Firestone, Jr.. President of the
Firestone Tire & Rabber Co.
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Albert A. Cree, President of the Central Vermont Public Service
Company, and the Honorable Mortimer R. Proctor, Governor of
Vermont, on a joint Farm Forum broadcast
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Sar;Jh Gibson Blanding, now President of Vassar College,
appeared on the Farm Forum while Dean of the New York
State College of Home Economics
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Edward O’Neal, President of the Amegican
Farm Bureau Federation

President Harry S. Truman addressed the Farm.
Forum while he was Senator from Missouri

v

Wheeler McMillen, Editor of Farm Journal
and Farmer’'s Wife

s

Henry A. Wallace, former United States Secretar
of Agriculture, 10th Anniversary speaker




The WGY Farm Paper of the Air
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Bristow Adams, Prof. Emeritus, Cornell University J. H. Van Aernam, New York Power & Light Co.
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James Lee Elleawood, Executive Secretary, New York State YMCA V-J Day on the Farm Paper of the Air
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Halsey B. Knapp, Director, New York State Charles John Stevenson, Editor, Washington County Post Don J. Wickham, Vice President of the New York State
Institute of Agriculture, Farmingdale, L. I. Fasm Bureau Federation, broadcasts from WHCU on a
monthly co-operat ve broadcast
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One of the Oldest Farm Radio Programs

Many Farm Paper of the Air arograms originate outside the studio Rural Churck broadcasts help promote veection church schools




Highlights of Farm Bureau, Home

The Generel Elactic wire recorder caught the spirit of 4-H competition and

#N5Y creates inter2s- amnong farmers in the study of soil maps;
good sportsmanship

“he Counly Age-t takes over from there
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Broadcasts on the importarce o° selecting cows of high butter fat production For 2€ consecutive weeks in 1646, the Homamakers Council gave WGY listeners
fead to “Ltwre farmars’ interest in milk testing urg=-tly needed tips an homrz semodeling

[
-

. - -
-

> o W
Each Thursday at 12:50 p.r. the Fo-m Paper of the Air carried news of the Home-discussion arcups l2ad to WGY's farm women's pragrams
feed supply situation in criticel war and postwar months which stress the impoertcrze of wosld problems




Bureau and 4-H Club Broadcasts
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The WGY 4-H Fellowship gave verbal ““Citations for 4-H Sarvice' during the war
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WEY conducted a six-day food preservation radio campaign in 1946




A modern Planning Group is made up of representatives from most of the
co-operating agencies: left to right: Bob Child, D. Leo Hayes, Assistant N. Y.
State Leader of County Agricultural agents; David B. Fales, Assistant N. Y. State
Leader of 4-H Club Agents; Henry B. Little, N. Y. State Veterans Service Agency;
Ralph C. S. Sutliff, N. Y. State Department of Education (Future Farmers of
America); Mrs. Isabelle Harris, N. Y. State Grange; behind Mrs. Harris, Harry
Mileham, formerly of the College of Agriculture, University of Vermont; Mont-
gomery B. Robinson, N. Y. State College of Agriculture; Mary G. Phillips, N. Y.
State College of Home Economics; Jacob F. Pratt, Dairyman, Schaghticoke, N. Y.;

Ieff to rlghf Bruce R. Buchanan, Windham County
Vermont 4-H Club Agent; Earl A. Arnold, Farm Mechanics Specialist, N. Y. State
College of Agriculture; Bernard D. Joy, Ulster County 4-H Club Agent; George A.

An early planning group:

Musser, Orange County 4-H Club Agent; M. E. Robinson, Administrative
Specialist, N. Y. State College of Agriculture; Paul Thayer, Albany County 4-H
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G. Emersom Markham; Dr. W. S. Stane, N. Y. State Depariment of Agriculture
and Markets; Francis E. Griffin, N. Y. State Department of Education; M ss Orrilla
Wright, Assistant N. Y. State Leader of Home Demonstratior Agents; Dr. C. E.
DeCamp. N. Y. State Veterinary Medical Society; J. H. Van Aernam, New York
Power and Light Co.; John B. Clark, Poultryman, Ballston Lake, N. Y.; Rev. Collis
C. Blair and ev. Ralph L. Williamso1, Rural Department, N 7. State Council of
Churches; and Howard R. Waugh, fermerly with the N. Y. State Depariment of
Agriculture aad Markets

Club Ageat; H S. Pringle, Agriculture Ergineer, N. Y. State Callege of Agricul-
ture; Miss Dorethy Young, Associate Columbia County 4-H C us Agent; John A.
Lennox, Celaware County 4-H Club Ag=nt; Robert A. Dyer, Columbia Zounty
4-H Club Agent; Albert Hoefer, N. Y. State Leader of 4-H Qub Agenss; and
William Corbett, WGY Farm Broadcastirg Assistant in 1931
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One Objective—Permanent Fertility
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At lecst one Farm Paaer ¢f th2 Air broazdcast each mwonth emphasizes the 1eed ~ar | me on -ypically acid sadils in the WGY area
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: Since WGY farm programs started, leguminous crops on ar2a farms have Ferm “o-um ciscussiens encourage joint action by farmers, makiag
F inazased 30 te 50 per cent lasge drainage projeds possible
3




Radio Co-operation With

e,
Also the Hired Jand Exdhemge ercouraged farmers to wtiize cut-of-state
and set-of-soLntry transient workers
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The WGY Hired Hand Exchange brought city youth to the famyg
modern equipment kegt tiem there

A modern soil co~s2swiation Izyout on a Madison Ceunty N. ¥,
fzrm as recommended by WGY
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who have found that strip cropping pays on teis
own farms tell about # an WGY

Ll S P VE
L M P

_

SRR IR

Th2 curved linz o° bzauty s also the practical line of plenty in agriculture today
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State and Federal Agencies
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The work cf the State ard Federal Fcod inspectors & regularly
publicizec on WGY farm broadcasts
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The consumer is assured of fresh eggs through radio education of
the farm producer and produce handler

One WGY broadcast pointed out that the blue stamp on meat is
absolutely harmless but an essential key to quality
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dublidizing the moaortance of buying only high queality corn and szlling only high quality Fay creates goodwill among Northeastern farmers




Additional Services to Northeastern Agriculture

Each Decembe-, Farm Paper of the Air broadccsts encourage fammars to
take en annual inventory and put equipment in shage
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" Broadcasts direct from the campus of Cornall Univarsity give stories of

veterinary surgical help suzh as the above
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Bankers learn how to evaluate farms both by WGY broadcusls und
through actual visits to farms
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WGY farm p-ograms give farmers advance notice of demcnstrations
such a5 this one on dipping sheep

e ],

s : M

- H kB
} gt ll ) -
p® - a

 ; - -

1B

e Ty
[

t

College specialists stress the impertance of zulling hens;
a-e t1e backbone of service to Northeastern agriculture county agents offer personal help om tke farm

State Colleges. li<e the New York State College of Forestry at Syracuse,




The Farm Wood Lot

Badkachas “rom the crossew: saw are now eliminated by Some use 7orses . . .
s0wer-diiven chain saws
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. - and seme stil use amen where the terrain is rough Tractors speed up the aperation
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WGY’s “arm programs have stressed better farm-to-market soads




These are the Folks who
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A farm fomlly, typical of the 72,000 people who Fear tte One of the 400,000 who hear the WGY Farm Forum each Friday eveniag
Ferm Paper of the Air daily
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In addition to Count( Fairs, the magnetic wire recorder ccvers People at this County Fair heard a summary of fair activities
outstanding farm events and meetings of the year on the next day's Farm Paper

Monthly WGY crop summaries forewarned this boy's father that he was nct ike The Mobile Unit always attracts attention
only one who could hold his entire 1945 apple crop in one hand




Listen to WGY’S Farm Programs
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Ba ly dekiled weathar forecasts and special agricultural weather advice
help the *crmer plan use of every available hour of good weather
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Many a Nertheastern farm building has a radio Taree generations work together on this haying job




The Buildings in which the Folks Live and Work
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The farrstead

The subu-ban listener is a2 susetanticl part of the audience; as a matter of fact, 50 per ¢=rt are rura ran-farm cnd city folks




WGY and Farm Community Organizations
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Listeners asked for more rurcl cwunch programs, and the Eazh Saturday *“The Grang2 Speaks' em W3Y
number was irercased
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WGY recarmimends the use of the best educational facilities for farm youth Farm c>-operativas cre ad2quately represented or WGY Far~ procrems
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On the first Thursdoy of each month country milk production conditions The rado in the zeumtry store is usually tuned -o the
and metrosokitan mi b market conditions are reviewed Farm Paper o7 tke Air at 12:3C




A Regional Farmers’ Market in the WGY Area

Several hundred farmers’ trucks appear daily during the peak of the season
moarket is given each day at 12:50
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On-the-sgot reviews of mar-et conditiors cre often a part of the Farm Paper of the Air




Northeastern Livestock
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Egys and chickens together are one of the argest sources of
incame for North=astern “armers

Turkeys are no small part of the area’s poulfry industry
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izes more fcoc on the farm, fro— tne farm




Some of the Crops Produced in the WGY Area
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& six-day “Pasture School of the Air'"’ emphasizec that : ! : :'-.-':‘
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[N . - More endarprising farmers could have roadsice stands like this
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Agricultunal weather advice by rad o cortfirues throughout the harvest season
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The new idea cf b owing long a1ay into the mew was speeded by radio
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Bd Misdhell packs U. . Nou 1 fruit n his refrigzrated slorag= Harves- help for the fruit country is rec-uited by radio




Some of the Tools and Farm Equipment They Use
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Eleciricity permnls formers fo refrlgerale pelbhuble :l'oduce For Femoving cans of peaches from a retort at a Communny Canning Center
“out of season’ scle




The WGY Microphone away from Home"

CHERMY iy gy
YOUuNE
CHAPIER 130

The magnetic wire recorder pic<s up higaligkts at the cnnual
Future Farmers of Am=rica father-and-son banquel
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Brcodans-ing ¢ herse drawing contest

The WGY microphone was on kand at the opening of this Picking chickens the easy way |
Community Canning Cenfer




The WRGB Farm Spotlight
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The television camera followed Ed Mitchell eve-y week Foom the Vice Preside Cheste- Laag of the General Electric Company and
time he spoded 14is Victory Earcen former Governor Robert Blood of New Hamgchire tal< ower what

makes Belevision work following @ Ferm Forum Brotdcrst
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Professor J. B. Pcrfer points oull 90 Bob Child and *he television Television shows tke backyarc poultry kezper how te de it
audiece thet lardscas ng the “arm home can be an easy job




15th Anniversary Broadcast Party
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Farmers brought more than five tons of produce to the 15th WGY C. E. Wilson, President of General Electric, cut the first

Farm Birthday Party in 1940 slice of birthday cake

Dr. Hugh P. Baker, President of Massachusetts State College,
addressed a record crowd which filled a circus tent

Max, the pastry chef, produced 26 birthday cabes
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A SUMMING UP

We have told you, in pictures, the story of 21 years of WGY
farm broadcasting; now some facts which show the reactions
of a cross section of the people who listen to them:

One sure indication of Northeastern farm people’s regard
for the agricultural programs is the farm-radio listener survey
made in November, 1944. In 33 counties, including 22 in New
York, seven in Vermont, two in New Hampshire, one in Massa-
chusetts, and one in Pennsylvania, 499 farm people either per-
sonally visited or telephoned their neighbors on one afternoon
during the week of November 13, 1944, between 12:30 and
1:00 p.m. )

Of the farm radio sets turned on in the nine counties closest
to Schenectady, 85 per cent were tuned to WGY. Of the farm
radio sets turned on in the 33 counties, the percentage tuned to
WGY was 57. Assuming that there is an average of two
listeners per set, approximately 72,000 people in the 33 counties
hear the Farm Paper of the Air each day.

The most recent survey of the listening audience at 8:30
p-m. on Fridays indicates that some 400,000 people hear the
WGY Farm Forum each week.

The jollowing agencies and individuals kindly co-operated with
WGQGY in lending pictures included in this book. The cover picture
was furnsshed through the courtesy of the United States Soil Con-
servation Service. Many of the other pictures were contributed by
agencies end individuals co-operating on the WGY farm programs,
including the New York State College of Home Economics, Converse
Studios, Inc., 38 East 57th Street, New York City, Manuel Rockwood,
Cambridge, N. Y., New York State 4-H Clubs, Preston Hollow
Baptist Church, Vermont Extension Service, Agricultural Adjustment
Agency, New York State Farm Manpower Service, New York State
Department of Agriculture and Markets, U.S.D.A. photographs by
Forsythe, U.S.D.A. photographs by Knewll, New York State Bankers
Association, New York State Veterinary Medical Society, New York
State Agricultural Extension Service, New York State College of
Forestry, United States Forest Service, New York Power & Light Co.,
New Ycrk State Grange, Cooperative GLF Exchange, Inc., Dairy-
men’s Lecgue Co-operative Association, Inc., New York State College
of Agriculture, and Ed W. Mitchell.
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