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CHAPTER ONE

THE BATTLE OF WORDS

It 1s sprING, 1943. An American soldier at a camp somewhere
behind the lines in North Africa idly turns the dial of a port-
able radio. He is tired and a little homesick. Suddenly he
perks up, for out of the loudspeaker come the strains of “Home,
Sweet Home.” He listens and nudges his buddy to see if he
recognizes the music. Together they listen until the song is
ended. They wait, wondering where it has come from.

Then a soft voice is heard, a woman’s voice, soothing and
ingratiating. She is speaking English.

“Well, boys,” she says familiarly, “my poor American boys,
things don’t look so good for you, do they? Here you are,
thousands of miles from home, in a foreign land that means
nothing to you, while your home, sweet home, is in danger.
And what are you fighting for? For the English, who mock
you and scoff at you at every opportunity. Don’t do it, boys!
Don’t get yourselves killed or maimed for life for the English,
or for the Bolsheviks!”

The boy at the radio switches the dial. Who was that
woman? She was the Axis on the air—an agent of the German
propaganda ministry speaking from Berlin, trying with sooth-
ing words and nostalgic music to bore into the morale of Amer-
ican fighting men. Does she succeed? That depends on how

quickly she is recognized for what she is.
11
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The time is a few minutes after the American soldier has
turned off the voice of the woman in Berlin. A wealthy Arab
sits in his house behind a high wall in the native quarter of
Algiers. He sips his thick coffee and listens to his radio. The
voice he hears speaks Arabic.

“Arab leaders have protested to the authorities against the
insulting of native women by the American troops in North
Africa,” says the voice. “The barbarians from across the At-
lantic respect nothing but their stomachs. That is why they
requisitioned all the foodstuffs in one town yesterday, and
when all they wanted was not forthcoming they arrested all
the male inhabitants. The American general announced that
every thirty minutes one Arab hostage would be shot until the
food demanded was delivered.”

The Arab turns off the radio and glances uneasily toward the
apartments of the women members of his household. Does he
believe what he has heard? Perhaps, for he has heard it often
now. Where does it come from? From Berlin, where a special
propaganda service devotes its entire time to trying to turn the
native populations of Africa, from Cairo to Casablanca, against
the British and American forces.

It is the winter of 1942. A monitor at the shortwave listen-
ing post of a great American news service sits at his receiver
recording a Morse code transmission from Stockholm.

“Where is Hitler?” the dots and dashes ask. “Why has he
made no public appearance since last November? Why have
all his recent public statements been read for him by others?
Reliable reports reaching here from anti-Nazi sources in Ger-
many say the reason is that Hitler has suffered an acute mental
collapse and has been confined to a sanatorium. It is believed
not unlikely that he may even be dead by now.”
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The foreign editor gets the dispatch. It is highly sensational,
but is 1t true? There is no way of knowing. Shall he pass it up,
then? It is a tough decision to make, for he knows that it will
get headlines in many cities. He decides finally to send it out
on the cross-country trunk wire, thoroughly qualified and fully
identified as a rumor from Stockholm for which it is impossi-
ble to obtain confirmation.

But by the time the item gets into print in some cities the
qualifying phrases that he so carefully inserted are modified or
even dropped, at least in the headlines. And the purpose for
which the story was designed has been fulfilled. What was that
purpose? It was to slow down our war effort by making news-
paper readers think that the war may be over soon. How was
it that the radio of a neutral country like Sweden played this
Nazi game? There was nothing difficult about that. Nazi
agents plant rumors of that kind in neutral countries every day
of the week.

It is the fall of 1942. Two men are conversing in a Boston
streetcar, loudly enough to be overheard by the people around
them.

“It’s a scandal, that’s what it is!” one of them is saying.
“Why, I heard on the radio last night that we have sent so
much artillery to the Russians and the British that we haven’t
got more than fifty antiaircraft guns left to protect the whole
Atlantic coast!”

What the man said about having heard that on the radio was
true, but he neglected to mention that it was the Axis radio, by
shortwave. He also neglected to mention that by speaking of
it in a streetcar he was knowingly spreading a vicious and
groundless rumor. Why? Because he was a fifth columnist, a
Nazi sympathizer, just a little one to whom Berlin had given
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a little job—the job of listening to the German shortwave
transmissions and picking up rumors to spread, rumors that
would make the people along the Atlantic coast uneasy for
their safety and resentful of our Allies and our government.

It is spring, 1942. A family in San Francisco is listening to a
shortwave broadcast from Tokyo.

“Your government is lying to you!” says the speaker in
clipped English. “You have been led to think that you are safe,
when actually your government knows that we are ready to
land on your coast whenever we wish. You have not been told
that Santa Barbara is already in ruins as a result of just one of
our bombardments from the sea. We can reach your coasts at
will, because your government has sent your navy eight thou-
sand miles away to guard the empires of others—the Dutch
and the British.”

Thus from the far end of the Axis comes a propaganda
double play. None too subtle, you say? The Axis does not
deal in subtleties. It deals in hammer blows and drives them
home by repeating them often enough. In that broadcast
Tokyo did not worry about the fact that the people in Santa
Barbara could laugh at them, knowing that the bombardment
referred to had been carried out by a single surfaced submarine
and had ruined nothing but a couple of wooden beach houses.
Tokyo knew that the people of San Francisco or Portland
would carry in their minds a kernel of doubt. Maybe there
was something to it after all. Wartime censorship being what
it is, maybe there really had been severe damage at Santa Bar-
bara. And maybe we Aave sent our naval strength so far away
that our coasts are unprotected. Those doubts were what
Tokyo wanted to sow to create uneasiness and to make people
bring pressure on the government to recall the Navy from the
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far western Pacific, where it was interfering all too effectively
with the plans of the Japanese.

It is the fall of 1940. England has won the battle of Britain,
thanks to reserves of fortitude and courage people never
dreamed they had, and thanks to a magnificent group of men,
the Royal Air Force. Thousands are dead, tens of thousands of
homes lie in ruins. There is no one in England who has not
made some sacrifice. Germany is furiously bitter at the fact
that these stubborn English dogs do not know when they are
beaten. Hitler has peered across the narrow English Channel
just as Napoleon had. He has seen the cliffs of Dover and has
gone back to Berlin, frustrated. The air blitz has failed. Some-
thing must be done to soften up those English. Propaganda
might help. An English family gathered about the radio in
their blacked-out home get what Germany considers the proper
treatment.

“You are losing everything by your resistance,” says Berlin,
in English. “And for what? So that the plutocrats across the
Atlantic, the dollar imperialists in Wall Street, working hand
in hand with the Bolsheviks, can dismember your empire while
you are too weak to resist. The help Churchill tells you Amer-
ica is sending i1s a myth! You can save yourselves if you make
peace now! But if you fight the hopeless fight against the
greatest military machine the world has ever known you are
doomed. And when you are lost everything you had will be in
the hands of Washington!”

It is early June, 1940. The battered and bewildered French
armies are being pushed back toward Paris. The Stukas, the
tanks and the sheer weight of numbers are winning for the
Germans. Refugees clog the roads and the French military
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machine is completely disorganized. Yet at some places French
units hold out. To them the Berlin propagandists speak, in
Jovian voices over powerful loudspeakers on the very field of
battle.

“You are alone!” the speakers roar. “You are doomed! You
have been deserted by your so-called allies, the English! Where
are they? Do you see them anywhere? Did we not tell you
time and again that England would fight to the last French-
man?”

The speakers are switched off. The attack comes, and from
the hearts of the more gullible Frenchmen the will to fight is
gone.

That is Nazi propaganda. It neglects nothing. No item is
too insignificant to use if it has a purpose. No lie is too blatant,
no distortion too grotesque, no means too devious, no contradic-
tion too striking, for Hitler has said that the memory of the
common man is short and that his forgetfulness is great.

The Axis took to the air to fight its battle long before the
beginning of the actual military war. The political war had
been on for many years—since 1931, at least, in Japan, and since
1933 in Europe. Propaganda over the air has played a tremen-
dous role.

Some of us have the idea that propaganda is the business of
winning a people or an individual over to a cause or a doctrine
like Fascism by hammering away at its good points and attack-
ing other doctrines like democracy or Communism. That is
really only the smallest, least important part of it. In none of
the propaganda cases I have given was Berlin or Tokyo trying
to sell us any of their ideas. The only people they have ever
sought to win over to their side have been those among us
whom they thought they could use in getting at our own politi-
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cal structures in the United States, Britain and Russia. Their
ambitions in regard to the rest of us, whom they know they
cannot use, have been to soften us, to frighten us, to bewilder
us, to destroy our will to fight. If painting Hitler as a maniac
confined to a sanatorium serves that purpose, the Nazis do it.
If painting the Japanese as a people who would disregard all
the codes of civilization helps, they do that too.

Propaganda may be likened to artillery in a battle. Just as
the heavy guns are training on the enemy to prepare for an
attack by the infantry, so propaganda is trained on us to pre-
pare the way for a direct military assault.

Just what does the Axis expect its propaganda to accomplish ?
In general its aims are to do these things:

1. Convince us that our cause is a lost cause even before we
fight, because the German military machine is invincible. That
is a little harder to do now than it used to be, before Germany
suffered defeats in Russia and Africa, but that does not prevent
the persistent Nazis from trying, especially since it worked so
well in western Europe even before an attack was made—dur-
ing the Munich crisis, for instance.

2. Convince us that Germany has no aggressive aims toward
us. That too is getting a little harder as the aggressions have
succeeded one another and have been directed against peoples
whose safety had been guaranteed by the Germans. But the
Axis radio still works on it and not without success. It has
convinced all too many of us that we are thoroughly safe on
our sea-protected continent, that we could get along with a
Nazified Europe, that we could do business with Hitler, and
that a negotiated peace could restore normal commercial and
political affairs and normal profits provided a few incorrigible
democrats like President Roosevelt and Wendell Willkie were
got out of the way.
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3. Make us think that the real threat to us comes not from
Nazism but from something else, Communism for example.
Work on the Red menace theme, which found such fertile
ground before the war and which still finds plenty of it every
time the political sprinkling can is tilted, even after the dissolu-
tion of the Communist International. Try to convince us, par-
ticularly the middle class, that the defeat of Germany would
bring Communism everywhere, with the result that our bank
accounts would disappear.

This involves hiding the fact that the Nazis have wiped out
their own middle class with much more speed and ruthlessness
than it was ever made to disappear in Russia, but the Axis does
not mind contradictions. Communism, moreover, is not the
only menace held up to enemies of the Axis as the real foe.
Some countries are given a steady diet of “the menace of Amer-
icanism,” which is something a little difficult to explain. It is
therefore usually left unexplained but it sounds impressive and
apparently the Axis radio propagandists think it works.

4. Destroy our will to fight. This propaganda job has many
facets. One of the more obvious is to try to turn us against our
government and our Allies, but there are more devious ones as
well. For example, the effort is made to convince us that we
have already practically won the war and that there is no use
of our continuing to exert ourselves or make further sacrifices.
For this campaign the idea that Germany is invincible is for-
gotten, or rather is put into reverse. German propagandists,
hoping we will not remember their previous admonitions about
the undefeatable Nazi military machine, tell us that Germany
is really a pushover. Her production has fallen off, they tell us
in broadcasts routed through so-called neutrals, her effective
manpower is stretched to the breaking point, her armics are
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decimated and she is incapable of launching another offensive.
So let us just sit back and win the inevitable victory.

5. Create confusion among us by spreading false rumors and
misinformation. The aim is to get us as bewildered as possible,
to pull us mentally and emotionally from all sides, to sap our
energy and our resolution.

These are the general aims. To achieve them the Axis on the
air works on a varied list of specific ones. Recently government
monitors compiled a list of Hitler’s propaganda objectives with
regard to us. Hitler, they found, wants us to believe the fol-
lowing:

Democracy is dying.

Our armed forces are weak.

The New Order is inevitable.

We are lost in the Pacific.

Our west coast is in such grave danger that there is no point
in fighting on.

The British are decadent and have sold us a bill of goods.

The cost of the war will bankrupt the nation.

Civilian sacrifices will be more than we can bear.

Stalin is getting too strong, and Bolshevism will sweep over
Europe.

Our leaders are incompetent, our government is incapable
of waging war.

Aid to our Allies must stop.

Our real peril is the Japanese, and we must join Germany
to stamp out the yellow peril.

We must bring all of our troops and weapons back to the
United States and defend only our own shores.

The Chinese and the British will make a separate peace with
Japan and Germany.

American democracy will be lost during the war.
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Some of these things that Hitler wants us to believe, you
will notice, are the same things at which a section of our own
press hammers in its obscurantist opposition to the administra-
tion and to the way the war is being conducted. Hitler is very
grateful for this help—which bears no relation to legitimate
constructive criticism to be expected in a democracy—just as he
was for the isolationist America First movement which was so
useful to him before the war. The Axis radio has demonstrated
this gratitude many times, as we shall see.



CHaPTER Two

THE BIGGEST LIAR IN THE WORLD

A\H:tTCHET—FA%ED L@;tﬂc man with a club foot walks through the
pages of this . He is Dr. Paul Joseph Goebbels, an ambi-
tious and unscrupulous Rhinelander who became the propa-
ganda genius of the Nazi party and then of the Third Reich.

It is with his unquestioned cleverness that we deal when we
look into the matter and the method of Axis radio propaganda,
for the whole machine is his creation, built on principles laid
down by himself and Hitler long ago. One of the first things
Hitler had the senile Hindcnburg/do when the Nazi chief was
named chancellor in 1933 was to sign a decree creating the first
propaganda ministry in German history for Goebbels, and the
latter went right to work. He had two jobs, first to sell Nazism
to the German people, and second to prepare the world for

German conquest.
~ Goebbels was born in Rheydt in the Rhineland in 1897, the
son of a factory foreman. There have been stories that he was
actually the illegitimate son of a banker who saw to it that he
was given a good education, but these stories have never had
factual support. Because of his deformity Goebbels was ex-
empt from military service during the First World War, and
he spent the war years attending various German universities
and acquiring learning which made him without doubt the
best educated of the Nazis when he later joined the party. His
21
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intelligence stood out strikingly among the boorish and brutal
followers of Hitler, such as Roechm and Streicher, and it was
not long before he reached the top in party circles.

Goebbels went from one university to another, as was often
the custom among German students. Between 1917 and 1921
he attended Heidelberg, Bonn, Freiburg, Berlin and other fa-
mous centers of learning, which he later repaid for his educa-
tion by reducing them to Nazi rubber stamps. At Heidelberg
he is said to have owed much to Professor Frederick Gundolf,
a Jew and a famous Shakespearian scholar. For what he gave
Goebbels Professor Gundolf has now been repaid—in the Nazi
manner.

It was in Munich in the early twenties that Goebbels first
made his acquaintance with the Nazi movement—in the Mu-
nich of discontent and poverty, of a rebellious German spirit
which could not reconcile defeat with the idea of a super race,
of a plotting Reichswehr which had been casting about for
something that would lead it back to power and had hit upon
Hitler. The latter had done small services for the army as a
petty stooge, but he had made some speeches and his gifts as a
rabble-rouser had been noted.

Goebbels was not yet ready for Nazism, however. In fact he
was writing for Catholic papers which castigated it. His at-
tacks were so telling that Gregor Strasser, one of Hitler’s lieu-
tenants whom he later had murdered in the puzsch of 1934,
admired Goebbels and invited him to join the party and edit
one of its papers. Since Goebbels’ Catholicism went no deeper
than the nib of his facile pen, his conscience was not troubled
when he turned against it. In 1924 he became co-editor with
Strasser of a small Nazi paper in Elberfeld. He distinguished
himself mainly in that period by getting himself expelled from
the Rhineland by the French occupation authorities for preach-



THE BIGGEST LIAR IN THE WORLD 23

ing Nazism and revenge under the noses of the inept victors.

Two years later, when the party was beginning to have some
real financial backing and take on the character of a national
force, Hitler named the clever Goebbels gauleiter of Berlin.
There he really put his talents as propagandist to work on a
big scale, founding a newspaper, Der Angriff, and making it
the most blatant Nazi mouthpiece in Germany.

In 1928 Goebbels was elected to the Reichstag, where his
skill as a speaker came to national attention. To him went
much of the credit for swinging the successes of the Nazis in
the elections of 1930. It is interesting to note what an Ameri-
can observer said of Goebbels’ oratory at that time, for it throws
light on his propaganda methods and on the manner which
all other Axis propagandists have followed in imitation of him.

Frederick T. Birchall of the New York Times wrote:

“It is notable that throughout his delivery he does not ar-
gue, merely affirms; never questions, merely commands; never
admits, only denounces. The most astonishing statements are
emitted, the most unassailable facts are perverted and thus pre-
sented, all in a thunder of fervid confidence that leaves one

gasping.”
Birchall wrote also of Gocbbels’ methods in his first really
important propaganda vehicle.

“In the Angriff he evolves into a German type of Léon Dau-
det [the famous French royalist polemist noted for his violent
invective], somewhat less literary but quite as poisoning and
with an inexhaustible supply of invectives against liberals, dem-
ocrats, the Weimar republic, and the Jews. The very shallow-
ness of his appeal, compared with that of the Frenchman, gave
him an incomparably more effective range.”

Shallowness—that is one of the great secrets of Axis propa-
ganda. Forget the intellectuals, Hitler said. Aim for the big-
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gest, lowest audlcncc Goebbels knew how 10 Jdo that better
“than anyone clse. He knew how to do it so well that he boasted
to an American interviewer in 1940 that if he wanted to get
Germany steamed up he could do it in twenty-four hours.
That was no idle boast, for he had already done it more than
once. He had done it when Germany marched into Austria.
He had done it when the Munich meeting was used to wring
Czechoslovakia from the frightened and indecisive leaders of
France and England. He had done it when all of Czechoslo-
vakia was devoured the following spring. And he had done it
when the army wanted the semblance of an excuse for march-
ing into Poland at the outset of the war in 1939.

To go back to the assumption of power by the Nazis in 1933,
Goebbels’ immediate job was to lay his hands on every organ
of public opinion, every channel of propaganda. The first thing
he did was to put the well-developed German radio setup di-
rectly and thoroughly at the service of the Nazi state, not for-
getting the shortwave system, which was yet small but which
he was to mold quickly into a world-wide propaganda ma-
chine. He took over the press, that is he took over the papers
he wanted and saw to it that the others went out of business.
Never in history has there been such a casualty list of news-
papers as there was in Germany in the months after the Nazis
took power.

He formed the Reichskulturkammer—the Culture Chamber
of the Empire—with himself at the head. This agency was to
become the teacher and guardian of the new totalitarian cul-
ture. He organized seven subchambers—for music, literature,
sculpture and the graphic arts, painting, the stage, the movies
and radio. All musicians, artists, journalists, actors and writ-
ers were forced to belong to one of these chambers if they
wanted to work, and in order to be eligible for membership



THE BIGGEST LIAR IN THE WORLD 25

they had to meet with Goebbels’ approval. They had either to
be good Nazis, to show the prospect of being easily won over,
or to be an outstanding figure in the intellectual world which
the Nazis would like to keep for window dressing to show
the world that culture still lived in Germany under the New
‘Order. Gocebbels thus acquired a firm grip on all means of ex-
pression and entertainment, free to use it for his propaganda

purposes and to see that it was not employed as a vehicle by any
§ P

-~

opposition to the regime. r:e

At one time Gocbbels apparently felt that things might get a
little dull if he banished criticism altogether, and he announced
that he would allow it. However, one Berlin paper took him
at his word and criticized his propaganda setup. That was the
end of criticism, for Goebbels became furious, suspended the
paper for three months and fired the editar.

When Gocbbels set out to create his foreign propaganda ma-
chine he had two kinds of directives from which to work. The
first was the ideas Hitler had expressed in Mein Kampf on how
propaganda ought to be presented, at whom it ought to be
aimed, and what could be expected from it. The second was
a document drawn up by Goebbels’ ministry shortly after its
creation called “General Instructions for German Agents in
North and South America.” That document, unfortunately,
got all too little publicity when it was first brought to light in
France and England. We shall return to it in a moment.

Hitler had two governing ideas about propaganda which he
expressed in Mein Kampf. The first was that you must appeal
to the lowest common mentality. The second was that if your
appeal was properly made you could sell anybody anything.

“Propaganda must appeal forever and only to the masses,”
he said. “By propaganda, with clever and permanent applica-

| A
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tion, even heaven can be palmed off on a people as hell, and
vice versa,”

He elaborated frankly: “All propaganda should be popular
and adapt its intellectual level to the perception of the least in-
telligent of those toward whom it is directed. The receptive
ability of the great masses is very limited, their understanding
is small. On the other hand their forgetfulness is great. All
éffective propaganda should be limited to very few points. It
has to confine itself to little and repeat this eternally.”

Emotion and not reason should be appealed to, Hitler said.
“People in ‘the overwhelming majority are so feminine in
nature and attitude that their activities and thoughts are mo-
tivated less by sober consideration than by feeling and senti-
ment.”

And on the matter of truth in propaganda, Hitler’s instruc-
tions were these: “In the size of the lie there is always contained
a certain factor of credibility, since the great masses of people
may be more corrupt in the bottom of their hearts than con-
sciously or intentionally bad. Therefore, with the primitive
simplicity of their minds they will more easily fall victim to a
great lie than to a small one, since they themselves lie some-
times in little things but would certainly be too ashamed of
very great lies.

“As soon as one’s propaganda admits even a glimpse of right
on the other side, the ground for doubting one’s own cause is
laid.”

In this connection Hitler added that in the last war British
and American propaganda in regard to the Germans was psy-
chologically correct, at least insofar as it helped harden the
British and American people to war.

“By displaying the Germans to their own people as barbari-
ans and Huns,” he said, “they prepared the individual soldier
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for the horrors of war and guarded him against disappoint-
ments.”

German propaganda in the First World War, on the other
hand, was wrong, in his view, because it merely painted the
enemy as ridiculous, rather than formidable. When the Ger-
man soldier met these enemies in the battlefield he got any-
thing but a ridiculous impression of them, with the result that
he was unnerved.

Hitler, you will note from the above, does not have a very
high opinion of people.

Goebbels’ general instructions to his agents in this hemi-
sphere created a great sensation when they were published in
Le Petit Parisien, a leading morning newspaper in Paris, in
November 1933. I say they created a sensation, but they un-
fortunately did no permanent good, for neither the government
nor the press did much about them or even remembered them
when in later years they were put to such effective use by the
Nazis. The American correspondents in Paris cabled the story
of them to this country, but here too they were not given nearly
enough prominence. Indeed, in many papers they got less
prominence than the indignant German denials of their au-
thenticity. Those who were so anxious to give publicity to the
German denials overlooked the fact that the German ambassa-
dor in Paris had failed to make a written protest to the foreign
ministry because he knew that the document was authentic,
and he knew that the French government knew it too.

I was in Paris at the time the instructions were published, but
I cannot quote from the original articles about them because,
for obvious reasons, the files of Le Petit Paristen are not avail-
able. However, Ernst Kris wrote a comprehensive discussion
of them in February 1942, in the magazine Social Research, and
[ shall quote from his translation.
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Our main interest in those instructions here is that they or-
dered the creation of a system of German radio propaganda to
be used for the western hemisphere. Germany was not yet
ready to come out into the open with her propaganda appeals
to us, and for that reason the instructions were such a close
secret. Germany was not yet ready for war and wanted to
make her preparations in the ensuing years behind a mask of
1nnocence.

The instructions, Mr. Kris pointed out, began from the as-
sumption that public opinion in this hemisphere was hostile to
the Nazi government. It was considered necessary to sway this
opinion so that when the moment arose pressure might be
brought to bear on the governments which depended on it.
For instance, if isolationism could be encouraged and fostered
—secretly—then pressure against American intervention in Eu-
rope might successfully keep the government from taking ac-
tion to help the victims of German aggression.

The campaign, said the instructions, was to be carried out
through the following channels:

“An extended German wireless news service; the same in a
thoroughly neutral guise; a skillful wireless broadcast propa-
ganda which will also be organized for overseas listeners; direct
attempts to influence the foreign press in the ways to be de-
scribed in greater detail; the publication of German propa-
ganda articles in this foreign press in a form not recognizable
as propaganda; the cultivation of personal relations with lead-
ing foreign newspaper representatives and newspaper owners,
with a view to possible influence by personal favors; a cultural
and tourist-travel propaganda which henceforth must also to
some extent be skillfully employed for purposes of political
propaganda; furthcrmorc, any sort of organization adapted to
influencing opinion in favor of Germany—including occasional
exhibitions, above all in the field of the graphic arts, which
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would include in particular all propagandist works concerning
the new Germany; finally there is the question of translating
these and other German books and writings into the native
language of the States in question; that is to say, in the present
case, into English, Spanish and Portuguese.”

The document went on to explain that the radio was to be
used chiefly for the organization and expansion of “German
broadcasting hours.” Without “violating the legal regulations
of the particular country,” it said, these hours were to serve the
purposes of German foreign policy. It was specified that the
programs were to include broadcasts in the language of the
country for which they were intended, but shortwave pro-
grams direct from Germany were not discussed, since they were
still in the process of being built up to the point where they
would be important other than for direct news transmission.

Getting down to the matter of just what we were to be
brought to believe, the instructions said that in this country and
Canada the propagandists were going to have a difficult time,
because “the war feeling is still strong and the German-Ameri-
can population has not by any means recovered full conscious-
ness of its German origin and character.” It advocated a careful
procedure, in view of the rapid assimilation of German immi-
grants in this country.

In general, the document went on, an isolationist policy was
to be supported and appeals to American business were to be
emphasized. It recommended that everything be done to stir
up anti-French feeling, based on France’s failure to pay the
war debt. It urged that American businessmen be convinced
that they stood to make more money if they supported German
foreign policy.

It urged, particularly in South America, that newspapers
with Fascist leanings “no matter what their importance” be
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treated with deference and that every consideration be shown
Fascistlike organizations.

Special efforts were to be made to cultivate men of promi-
nence, to whom collaboration was to be made attractive by
“financial sacrifices.”

As for the substance of the propaganda Goebbels wanted to
foster in direct relation to German foreign policy, the central
theme was to be the alienation of potential allies from France
and the fostering of anything that might gain support for Ger-
man aims to regain the losses of World War 1. England was
regarded as France’s most dangerous and most powerful ally
and “therefore all the foreign political efforts of the Reich gov-
ernment must be directed towards disturbing the relations be-
tween these two countries.”

The document announced to German agents that the Nazi
government did not intend to tolerate the Versailles Treaty
much longer:

“No stone must be left unturned in order to secure a revision
of this dictate [dikzir] by way of negotiation. At the same
time, however, nothing must be left undone which might be of
service in the event of Germany being compelled to take what
is her due by other means.”

Item number one in those days was the Saar, it was explained,
“while the inalienable German claims to Alsace-Lorraine should
not at present be insisted upon to a degree correspondent with
the wishes and the feelings of the German people.”

Anything that might cause trouble with Poland was to be
avoided, but only for the moment, because “naturally these
claims have by no means been relinquished, any more than the
demand for the restoration of, at any rate, a portion of the
former German overseas colonies.”

Besides colonies, the instructions continued, “the ultimate



THE BIGGEST LIAR IN THE WORLD 31

aim of the National Socialist foreign policy must be the recov-
ery of all portions of territory around Germany which contain
a German minority,” and the obtaining of equality in arma-
(13 : M s "
ments, “without any international control.
It was made plain that Germany did not yet feel herself ready
for conquest.

“It 1s clear that it will be extraordinarily difficult to secure
satisfaction of all these demands by way of negotiation. It is,
however, equally clear that Germany is not yet prepared to
obtain satisfaction of these claims in another way.”

That, briefly, was the way Germany intended to organize her
propaganda and what she sought to gain by it. It merely re-
mained for Goebbels to get busy and put the scheme into prac-
tice, and that he did, with remarkable thoroughness and with
the use of a propaganda budget which called for no economies.

Parenthetically, Goebbels used his position as German culture
boss for purposes no more honorable than his propaganda work
but in a different field. As Minister of Public Enlightenment
and Propaganda—that was his flamboyant title—he found that
there were many women who needed to curry his favor, movie
stars for instance, and he proceeded to enlighten them, pri-
vately. The fact that he was married and the father of four
children did not stand in his way, nor did the fact that he
looked so much like a rat that he was the delight of caricatur-
ists. Actresses who wanted to get ahead, who wanted the stamp
of approval of the Reichskulturkammer, had to lavish their
favors on Dr. Goebbels, or else.

One escapade of that variety got Goebbels world-wide pub-
licity and a dressing down from Hitler that would have spelled
the doom of a more dispensable party man. It was in Decem-
ber 1938 when the story was carried throughout the world
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(outside of Germany, of course) that he had nearly been mur-
dered for his attentions to the German film star Lida Barova.
The story was that the Barova’s husband, a well-known actor
named Gustave Froelich, had been sent to a concentration
camp for threatening Goebbels and challenging him to a duel.
Froelich’s friends then ambushed Goebbels in Froelich’s apart-
ment and administered a terrific beating before the little man
got away. He spent a month in the hospital thereafter and dis-
played two black eyes and a missing front tooth. Hitler was

not amused, but the story goes that Goering, who had always
hated Goebbels, was delighted.

Goebbels spent the years before the war industriously build-
ing up the greatest system of shortwave broadcasts in the world
and perfecting the radio propaganda setup for Germany itself
and for the European countries which could be reached by
ordinary long-wave and medium-wave transmissions. He did
not have to start from scratch, for Radio Zeesen, a shortwave
transmitter located near Berlin, already existed when the Nazis
came to power.

The records show that Radio Zeesen was already getting fan
mail from abroad in response to its broadcasts before the advent
of the Nazis in 1933. It had listeners in distant parts of the
world, particularly in South America, where the business of
trying to alienate the Latin Americans from the United States
by playing on the theme of Yankee imperialism and “the co-
lossus of the north” was already under way. By 1936 Goebbels
had built up the Zeesen shortwave transmissions to the point
where he was able to boast of the receipt of 45,000 letters a year.

Year by year other transmitters wére added—Breslau, Stutt.
gart, Deutschlandsender and so on—until by 1943 the Germans
were going on the air with well over two hundred broadcasts a
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day for foreign consumption. They were on the air for a total
of nearly a hundred hours a day, broadcasting in more than
thirty languages, beaming programs from India to Argentina.

The first thing the Germans did every time they entered a
country in their conquest of Europe was to take over the radio
stations. Radio squadrons went with the troops and got right
to work, so that the system Goebbels had at his disposal grew
tremendously as the years passed. Until recently our own prop-
aganda broadcasts to the European continent and to the rest of
the world were only a feeble trickle compared with the torrent
of words Goebbels was pouring out against us everywhere. We
are still far behind, but we and the British are catching up
slowly, and in some fields are able to compete on something
like even terms.

Although he had the press and all other means of expression
at his disposal for propaganda purposes inside Germany, Goeb-
bels always gave the radio first place in his attention. Before
the war it was chiefly used, of course, to broadcast the speeches
of Hitler, Goebbels himself and other party leaders—so thor-
oughly used that it became a crime in Germany for an individ-
ual even to look as though he might not be giving rapt attention
to the words coming out of the loudspeaker.

After the war began it was used for communiqués and com-
mentaries as well as speeches, and during the days when Ger-
many was piling up victory after victory Goebbels saw to it that
the people were put in the proper frame of mind to hear the
great triumphal announcements. There was martial music,
there were special fanfares for special triumphs, orders for peo-
ple to stand at attention in public places while the official an-
nouncements were being made, and generally all the trim-
mings that a showman handling the puppet that was German
public opinion would think of.
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An idea of how the German public behaved before the loud-
speaker even before the war may be gathered from the story
told by Dr. Eric W. Stoetzner, former advertising manager of
the Frankfurter Zeitung, in a recent speech in Philadelphia.

“Radio is now established as a political force,” he said. “An
experience I had as president of an advertising club in southern
Germany may illustrate radio’s great power. The club mem-
bers were invited for a Friday twelve-o’clock luncheon meet-
ing, to which they came from all parts of the country. We
were just about to gather when, totally unexpectedly, an an-
nouncement came out of the ether. The omnipresent Hitler
was to speak over the radio at twelve o’clock.

“The effect was that of an earthquake. All means of com-
munications were stopped. All labor ceased. Printing presses,
big and small, halted, for after the speech—who knew ?—the
world might look entirely different. The plant workers and
employees had to gather in an assembly hall and listen in as the
‘folk’s community.’

“The speech began to roar over all heads, the faces became
masks, everybody put on an interested smile. After the speech
was finished the obligatory exclamations followed: ‘How in-
spiring! How wonderful!’

“The crowd poured out of the assembly hall. The important
meeting of the visitors from far out of town gathered two hours
later without the slightest consideration for their other business
engagements.”

Goebbels’ radio stunts usually come off the way he plans
them, but once in a great while they miss fire. It was my pleas-
ure in the summer of 1938 to be a witness to what was probably
the doctor’s most embarrassing moment. Max Schmeling was
fighting Joe Louis. The representative of the German master
race was going to administer a beating to the Negro representa-
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tive of decadent America. Schmeling had already beaten Louis
once, when Joe had had an inattentive moment. Goebbels saw
tremendous propaganda possibilities in the return fight. In the
first place he was sure of a victory by Schmeling—at least all his
advisers had promised him one. Goebbels had not yet learned
that one of the drawbacks of power is that you are surrounded
by yes-men, who say yes for reasons of self-preservation when
the answer should be no.

All Europe was to hear the fight broadcast by the German
radio as relayed from New York. All Europe was to hear the
blow-by-blow account of Aryan superiority asserting itself. I
was in Paris at the time, and I heard the arrogant, boastful in-
troduction to the fight which came over the air from Ger-
many. The European radio audience was told all about how
Schmeling was going to uphold the fact of German might in
all fields. It was told, further, that Goebbels was going to take
time off from his arduous duties as a pillar of the state to listen
to the broadcast of the fight. He was going to do it in Schmel-
ing’s own house, by the side of Schmeling’s own pretty wife,
the German movie star Annie Ondra. That would make fine
propaganda—the picture of Goebbels sitting by the radio with
Annie Ondra—so the newsreel men were all there to see that
posterity lost none of it.

Then the fight began—and it ended. Almost before the Ger-
man announcer could draw a breath it was over. Joe Louis had
administered to Schmeling the beating of his life, and the Nazi
superman was hanging in agony from the ropes. The German
radio went abruptly off the air with no explanation beyond
some confused mumbling. Soon there was recorded music.
Goebbels stalked out of the house of the tearful and benumbed
Annie Ondra.
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As Schmeling’s manager, the late Joe Jacobs, would have
said, on that day Goebbels should have stood in bed.

I remember another occasion, earlier in Nazi history, when
Goebbels’ radio got its signals badly mixed and ruined Ger-
many’s chances to play innocent of one of the most ruthless
crimes ever organized by a government. That was the assassi-
nation of the Austrian Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss in Vienna
during the abortive Nazi puzsch of 1934.

As the plans had been laid in Berlin the chancellery was to
be invaded at the zero hour by Nazi strong-arm men in the
uniforms of Austrian police. Dollfuss was to be shot, and then
the Austrian minister to Rome, Rintelen, was to take over the
chancellery under Nazi protection and set up a National Social-
ist state. A very careful timetable for all this had been worked
out—and incidentally the main job of the Nazis besides taking
the chancellery was to gain immediate control of the Vienna
radio station.

The timetable for the murder of Dollfuss at his desk was
followed to the letter, but the intermediary who was to fetch
Rintelen lost his nerve at the last moment. Rintelen, the man
who was slated to become the first of the quislings in Europe,
waited nervously at a café in the heart of Vienna, but nobody
came to get him.

While he was still sitting there, wondering what had gone
wrong, the Berlin radio, assuming that the timetable had been
followed, issued the flash announcement that Dollfuss had been
killed, that the Austrian Nazis had taken power and that Rin-
telen was at that very moment installed as chancellor.

When the putsch failed Germany did her best to make the
world think that she had had nothing to do with it, but the
words of Goebbels’ own radio were too clear an indictment for
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anybody to believe her innocence, if anybody had been so in-
clined.

Rintelen, if you recall, instead of becoming chancellor, shot
himself in the head. His attempt at suicide failed, and at this
writing he still lives as a paralytic monument to Nazi treachery.



CHAPTER THREE

THE TRAITORS

BEFORE GOING FURTHER into the substance of Axis propaganda
itself let us meet some more of the charming people connected
with it. Let us get acquainted with the traitors, Dr. Goebbels’
roster of able assistants who speak to us in our own language
and who seek to undermine our unity and our morale in terms
they think we understand.

It is hard for most of us to believe that there are Americans
who will sit at a microphone in Berlin and work feverishly for
the defeat of their country. It is harder still to conceive what
kind of people they might be. Even knowing them personally
does not always help to understand them. I myself knew one
of them well. He did not seem like a potential traitor in those
days, yet now, of all the Americans broadcasting from Berlin,
he is the most violent in his attacks upon us, the most servile in
obeying the spirit of Goebbels’ anti-American line.

No doubt these traitors are to be pitied as well as despised.
They cannot possibly have any self-respect, no matter how
cocky they may sound over the air—and some of them are very
flip indeed. Their nights must be long and cold. Some of the
American traitors have already been indicted, and their view of
the future must be black, for they know that when Germany is
defeated they are finished, if not before. If somehow they elude

the plans which the Department of Justice has already made for
38
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them, they know that their treason will be punished in some
other way, and I do not mean in an afterlife. Meanwhile—
what is just as bad from their point of view—they know that
the Germans who are using them cannot regard them with
anything but contempt. Hitler and Goebbels may buy the
sorry commodity they have to sell, but even to a Nazi a traitor
is a traitor. The man at the cashier’s window in the Berlin
broadcasting studio must curl his lip just a little every month
when he pushes their dirty marks under the bars.

We cannot say just what makes a traitor, but we can note at
least one thing which many of them have in common. They
never seem to stem from the left or moderate or even conserva-
tive side in politics but always from the extreme right. There
seems to be a thin line between violent, extreme nationalism
and treason. It seems that a man is a Fascist before he is an
American or a Frenchman or a Norwegian, and that he will
betray his country in the interests of Fascism. One moment,
being a Fascist, he is violently nationalistic, working for a po-
litical creed which involves exalting his own country above
others. The next moment, having been frustrated in his aims,
he turns against his country and fights for its downfall, or sees
to it, if it has already fallen, that it does not rise again. That is
true of men like Vidkun Quisling in Norway, Pierre Laval in
France, Léon Degrelle in Belgium, Anton Mussert in Holland,
and it is true of the smaller fry who work for Dr. Goebbels’
Axis radio, for example the most famous of the traitor-broad-
casters, Lord Haw Haw.

Lord Haw Haw is Britain’s Number One traitor. He had
the questionable distinction of being the first of all the traitor
broadcasters in the field, and he set the style for many who
came after him. He fled to Berlin with his wife in August
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1939, and began broadcasting for Goebbels shortly after the
war broke out. He was no stranger to Germany, however, for
he had frequently visited there before the war and had done a
number of odd jobs for the Nazis in Britain. Among other
things he had served the Gestapo by providing them with in-
formation on the activities of German refugees in England.

Let us look into his background. Lord Haw Haw is William
Joyce, born in Ireland in 1906. He got his degree at London
University and decided to break into politics after the last war.
He had difficulty getting along with people, however, and cast
about trying one thing and another until he found just what
he was looking for in the British Fascist party. That was back
in 1923. Those Britishers, aping Mussolini’s tactics, sought to
stir up as much trouble as possible, and were fiercely and vio-
lently anti-Catholic and anti-Jewish. They got into many street
brawls in London, and in one of those Joyce acquired a scar
and the nickname Scarface.

However, in spite of their engaging in occasional brawls and
otherwise seeking to put their imprint on English life, the
original British Fascists were not militant enough for Joyce’s
tastes. When Sir Oswald Mosley formed the British Fascist
Union, Haw Haw dropped the original organization and went
in with Mosley. He rose rapidly in the party and by 1936 was
Mosley’s director of propaganda. That was a good job, as jobs
in the party went, and it no doubt gave him valuable experi-
ence for his more ambitious work later with Goebbels. But it
was not the job that Joyce wanted. He wanted Mosley’s job.
He wanted to be the fuehrer. Mosley found out about it, and
in 1937 Joyce was expelled from the party.

That by no means ended his career as a militant Fascist. On
the contrary, it gave him the opportunity to embark on a line
that was the direct copy of the German Nazi party—Mosley
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always held Mussolini up as his model—and he accordingly
formed the National Socialist League with the frank aim of
propagating Nazi doctrines in England. It was then that his
period of intimacy with the Gestapo began and that the ground
was laid for his becoming a traitor when war broke out.

People who knew Joyce in the old days say they would not
be surprised at anything he did. Blond and ruddy-faced, he
had a disagreeable personality and a violent, unbalanced na-
ture, they recall. They had him down as conceited, mean and
unfaithful, completely devoid of moral standards. Add to that
the fact that he was a pretty good speaker and you have ex-
actly what Goebbels was looking for.

One of the curious angles to Haw Haw’s career on the Ber-
lin radio is that it might never have been so successful had it
not been for the British sense of humor. A few people listened
to his broadcasts at the outset of the war with mild interest,
wondering who he might be, for his name had not been an-
nounced by Berlin. The papers gave casual mention to the fact
that somebody in Berlin was sniping at British morale in
nightly broadcasts in English. The British government never
attempted. to jam his broadcasts, since it felt certain that only
a fringe of public opinion would be swayed by anything he
might say.

Then a writer for the Daily Express in a feature story about
the traitor in Berlin referred to him as Lord Haw Haw. The
aim, of course, was to ridicule him by drawing him as the kind
of caricature Englishman we sce in the movies. Everybody did,
in fact, get a good laugh at his expense, but at the same time
his broadcasts were called to public attention more strikingly
than they had ever been before. The Daily Express sold some
two million copies a day, and the publicity was just what Lord
Haw Haw needed. Thus the story, instead of getting him
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laughed off the air, caused him to be laughed into a position of
prominence that he could never have achieved by his own ef-
forts. We must give both Gocbbels and Joyce credit, moreover,
for catching on quickly. Joyce immediately accepted the name
of Lord Haw Haw and used it regularly. He did everything
he could to capitalize on it and to encourage speculation as to
who he might be. In short, anything that got him talked about
was all right with him, for it made people listen to his pro-
grams, and that was his one and only aim.

The writer of that story has probably regretted it many times,
but it is certainly no fault of his that it had the results it did.
It was just one of those things that often happens when pub-
licity works the wrong way.

In any case, Lord Haw Haw played up to the full the laugh
at his expense and the mystery about his identity. He used it
for a year and a half. He finally admitted in April 1941 that he
was William Joyce, but clung to Lord Haw Haw as his nom
de guerre until September 1942. Since then he has officially
taken the German name of Froelich by deed poll—Froelich
meaning joyous and intended as a translation of Joyce.

Americans never got to hear Lord Haw Haw except in oc-
casional shortwave broadcasts, but it was not because the Nazis
did not try to sell him to us. It is to the credit of the American
broadcasting companies that long before we entered the war,
and were ofhcially if not spiritually neutral, they rejected Nazi
efforts to get them to relay Lord Haw Haw’s anti-British
broadcasts to this country. In fact Goebbels used that rejection
for one of his periodic attempts to jack up Lord Haw Haw’s
publicity and make sure that interest in him did not wane.

In early October 1941 Berlin gave the American correspond-
ents there the story that Lord Haw Haw had been banned
from the air. It looked like a good story, and enough of the
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men fell for it to give it world-wide currency. Then, when
everybody was tuned in at his regular broadcast time to see
who would replace him, Lord Haw Haw appeared himself
as if nothing had happened. Berlin had simply misrepresented.
It had given the world the impression that he had been banned
from the Berlin radio, when actually he had been banned by
the American networks.

In announcing the affair at the time, Paul White of CBS
said pointedly: “Only a Lord Haw Haw would expect us to
broadcast a Haw Haw.”

As for the substance of Lord Haw Haw’s broadcasts, they
follow the general German line, with the occasional use of
English localisms and with a choice of subject matter, where
possible, that he thinks would appeal to his hearers. He has
done his utmost for three years to undermine British morale,
but thanks to the fortitude of the people, he has been a colossal
failure. He has tried to divide the British from ourselves and
from the Russians and to play up the Red menace bogey, with
his eye on the British middle class. But there too he has had
little success.

Following is an example of the way he works, taken from a
broadcast in January 1943, the aim of which was to try to make
propaganda capital out of the Russian victories on the eastern
front:

“Despite fantastic losses in men, guns, planes and tanks,
Stalin still has others which he hurls into the fray. Four-fifths
of the material used by Russia is her own. Anglo-American
help has scarcely reached twenty percent. England and the
United States are faced with a tragic dilemma. On the one
hand they are pleased to see the Russians fighting for them and
are helping them get through the winter so successfully. On
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the other hand they must be terribly worried by this practical
demonstration of Bolshevist military might.

“Stalin is rendering Anglo-Saxon capitalists priceless service
today. But tomorrow? Tomorrow must loom threateningly.
Either they must be conquered by the tripartite powers or be
swallowed by the Russian imperialistic Bolshevism.”

If you hear an American voice from Berlin some night that
speaks in a familiar yet sneering tone and seems to pat his lis-
teners on the head as though they were backward children, you
may be sure it is Fred Kaltenbach, the closest thing we have to
Lord Haw Haw. As a matter of fact Kaltenbach was once
dubbed Lord Hee Haw, which pleased him immensely, but it
failed to stick.

Kaltenbach’s specialty is trying to alienate us from the Brit-
ish, although he is ready and willing to talk on any subject Dr.
Goebbels assigns to him. All Kaltenbach seems to ask is that
his scripts give him the opportunity to exercise a dusty sense of
humor which he nourishes on bad puns and flippant little
phrases like “my pretties,” or “my dear deluded children.”
From time to time he comes out with what he obviously con-
siders a killer-diller, and when he does he works it until the
last sickly smile has been wrung from it. For example during
the debate in Congress over Lend-Lease in 1940 Kaltenbach
began his broadcasts to America with the words, “Lend or
lease me your ears!” Or when he was still trying to hang onto
the name Lord Hee Haw he used to sign off his broadcasts
with the line: “This is England’s Lord Hee Haw, who will
live up to his title by giving British pretensions in this war the
merry merry hee haw!” A perfect scream, as you can see.

The son of a German immigrant, Kaltenbach was born in
Dubuque, lowa, forty-five years ago. His father, who spent
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most of his life as a butcher although he once made his living
selling Bibles from door to door, gave him and his brother a
good education. The brother, incidentally, is now a respected
chaplain in the U.S. Army. Fred went to Grinnell College and
Towa State Teachers College and took a master’s degree at the
University of Chicago. He enlisted in the Army in the First
World War and became a lieutenant in the Coast Artillery be-
fore the Armistice but never saw active service. After the war
he became a member of the American Legion post at Water-
loo, lowa, and it was as a legionnaire that he first began to
expound Nazi ideas which brought him under the sharp sus-
picion of his associates. His career as an unofficial Nazi propa-
ganda agent in Towa lasted until 1936, when he was discharged
from a teaching post he had held at Dubuque Senior High
School since 1931.

Kaltenbach’s exit from the lives of the people of Dubuque,
whom he thought were considerably more gullible than they
were, created not a little sensation. His students had brought
home stories that he was trying to indoctrinate them with Nazi
theories and that he had actually tried to organize them into a
brown-shirt organization without their being aware of it. They
reported that Kaltenbach had organized a hiking club and
that after it had made several field trips he had ordered the
boys to appear next time in brown shirts. That was the proper
shirt for hiking, he explained.

Indignant parents protested to the school board and to the
local Legion post. The Legion wanted to be as fair as possible
to Kaltenbach, and they invited him to appear before them to
explain his ideas. He did so, with typical arrogance and with
no effort to disguise his open admiration for Hitler and Nazism.
As he stepped from the platform one legionnaire floored him
with a blow to the jaw, others piled on him and he was given



46 THE AXIS ON THE AIR

a severe beating before he escaped. He was dismissed by the
school board, and shortly afterward he turned up in Germany.
At the outbreak of war he began to broadcast for Goebbels,
first over the German English-language station Debunk and
later on the regular Berlin shortwave broadcasts to this country
as well.

Edwin Hartrich, who was with CBS in Berlin after the fall
of France, reports that Kaltenbach’s Middle-Western accent
and alleged knowledge of American psychology pays him
about forty dollars a week, plus extra food rations and a reduc-
tion in his rent.

Kaltenbach’s first assignment was naturally to keep us out
of the war. His method was to try to stir up as much hatred
of the British among us as possible and at the same time to
soothe us into believing that Germany never would attack us,
had no designs on anything we possessed and was, in fact, will-
ing to see us grab up just about everything in this hemisphere
for our very own empire. All she wanted was for us to keep
out of Europe. The traitor’s technique for a time was to write
his scripts in the form of a chat with “my old friend Harry out
in Iowa” and all his other friends. Investigation has failed to
uncover any friends of Kaltenbach in all Iowa, although there
is such a man as Harry, who is a respectable lawyer and has
been much embarrassed by the whole business.

When Kaltenbach failed to keep us out of the war he did
his best to try to influence us against waging an active cam-
paign. What we ought to do, he said, was just keep our troops
at home where they wouldn’t get hurt. About two months
after Pearl Harbor Kaltenbach made the following typical ap-
peal to “reason” in a broadcast from Berlin:

“Keep your troops at home for American defense and noth-
ing can happen to you. Neither Japan nor Germany have any
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interest in attacking any part of the western hemisphere di-
rectly. Japan and Germany can no more attack you than you
can attack them on your own territory.

“It isn’t too late to force Roosevelt to revise his policy, even
if you are officially at war with Japan and Germany.

“Japan’s aims are toward the southwest Pacific and toward
India. There are, of course, the Philippines, but Japan regarded
these, in view of Roosevelt’s threats and provocations, as a mili-
tary threat to her. If Roosevelt were to keep his troops and
Navy at home, Japan would doubtless go ahead with her plans
in the Far East without so much as casting a side glance at the
western hemisphere.”

Now that the incorrigible Roosevelt has refused to listen or
be influenced and won’t keep our troops at home, Kaltenbach
has turned to other jobs. One of his favorite propaganda tar-
gets is the American housewife.

“Stock up on all the canned and other foods you can lay your
hands on,” he told her last December, before rationing of
canned goods went into effect. And he used his chatty tech-
nique for all it was worth. “Before the war is over your cute
little left hand will be sufficient to count all the goods that will
be unrationed,” he said cheerfully. “So you had better be wise.
Stock up in larder and cellar before it is too late.”

Like other Nazi commentators Kaltenbach has run into
trouble because he could not resist making predictions but,
just as typically, he has hoped we would forget about them and
just go on with the business of hating the British and hoarding
food. He made one of those unfortunate predictions in April
1942 when he said, “Believe me, folks, as far as the Russian
front is concerned, there isn’t going to be any in 1943 or 1944.”

William L. Shirer, who as CBS correspondent in Berlin saw
Kaltenbach often, says that he actually believes the Nazi non-
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sense he tries to sell us. Shirer recalls seeing Kaltenbach at
Compic¢gne during the armistice negotiations. He was not sup-
posed to be there, and the military was taking him into custody
for gatecrashing. A few hours later, Shirer reports, he saw him
again. He had escaped and was leaning against a tree gazing
with glassy eyes at the railway carriage where the Germans
were laying down their armistice terms to the French.

Hardest of the traitors to understand is Robert H. Best, a
native South Carolinian, whose violence of language in his
broadcasts for Berlin is unequaled. The scripts he writes for
himself are such that few of them can be printed unabridged.
Most newspapermen who have worked in Europe know Best
well, for he was a correspondent for the United Press in Vienna
for nearly twenty years. He wore a ten-gallon hat, had a rather
unorthodox private life and was generally regarded as a trifle
on the queer side, but he gave little evidence before the war that
he would turn traitor. He did have ultraconservative political
ideas and discussion of the New Deal was to him like the
waving of a red flag, but it is still, with most people at least, a
far cry from opposition to President Roosevelt to out-and-out
treason. I knew Best in Vienna in 1934, when the Nazis at-
tempted the putsch in which they assassinated Chancellor Doll-
fuss but failed to win power, and there was nothing that I
could see in Best’s coverage of the story that showed particular
sympathy for the Nazis. I suppose that in the seven intervening
years between then and 1941, when he was interned with the
other American correspondents upon Germany’s declaration of
war on us, he went a long way to the right.

Somebody seems to have worked on Best’s prejudices so
thoroughly and cleverly that by the time the moment for
repatriation came in exchange for German newspapermen and
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diplomats in this country he was easily won over to treason.
He had swallowed so completely the Nazi line about Roosevelt
and the Jews that he couldn’t see what he was doing in its true
light. His violent, even insane prejudice appears all the stranger
in the light of one of the things he did after the Nazis took
Austria in 1938. In the United Press Vienna bureau at the time
was a German-Jewish refugee newspaperman who had fled
from Germany in 1933 and who was so highly placed on the
Nazi blacklist that he would certainly have been put to death
had he fallen into German hands. He had gone first to the
Saar, then to Paris, then the Riviera and finally Vienna. I
knew him well, because I had found him in the Saar when I
went there to write a series of stories in 1934 before the pleb-
iscite, and it was I who got him his first job as a string corre-
spondent with the United Press.

This man was unable to get out of Austria when the Nazis
marched in, and he was naturally terror-stricken. Best, as tem-
porary head of the bureau (he had always been bitter about the
fact that the United Press would never name him permanent
bureau chief despite his years in Vienna), knew the spot the
man was in. Accordingly, he hid him in one of the back rooms
of the office, allowed him to sleep there and saw to it that no
Gestapo searching parties penetrated to his hideout. Mean-
while, with the aid of the American embassy, he worked out an
elaborate scheme for getting him safely across the Hungarian
border. Execution of the plan was really a thriller. As I recall
it, the man was taken by Best and some embassy officials to a
spot close to the border in an official embassy car, then given in-
structions on how to walk across the line and elude the Nazi
border guards over a little-known path in the hills. The em-
bassy car, meanwhile, went through the frontier barricade,
picked him up safely on the other side and took him to Buda-
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pest. Later the man got back to France and, still just a jump
ahead of the Nazis, reached safety in this country.

In view of that story and his general behavior in the prewar
years, men who know Best can only conclude that he has be-
come insane. There are evidences of insanity in his broadcasts,
particularly the fact that he has been seriously campaigning for
people to write his name on the presidential ballots in 1944. He
has dreamed up a political party which he calls Christocracy,
and has been seriously trying to sell it to the American people
while frankly in the pay of Goebbels. One of Best’s broadcasts,
made in January 1943, gives a better idea of the almost in-
credible depths to which he has descended than any description
could give. Here is how he introduced himself:

“Mr. and Mrs. America and the oncoming generation of
young Americans, generation of Americans whose precious
Gentile blood is now being poured out in streams by Roosevelt
and his Jewish politicians on a foreign battlefield for a foreign
cause and for anti-American issues:

“Friends, fellow crusaders and fence-straddlers, and likewise
any Judah upstarts, growing suckers or any others who may
care to listen in: Here is a year-end message from Robert H.
Best, your self-appointed correspondent for the new order of
social and economic justice. Robert H. Best, the alarm clock of
America’s sleeping conscience. Robert H. Best, a native-born
South Carolinian of pioneer stock. Robert H. Best, the Christo-
crat whose goal is to put more of the real spirit of Jesus into the
Christian life of both America and Britain.

“Robert H. Best, the candidate of all real true-blue, dyed-in-
the-wool Americans for the presidency of the United States of
America in November 1944. And in case this is not intro-
duction enough, then you may also call me the leader of that
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ever larger majority of Americans who are determined to twist
the tail of the Talmud triplets until these triplets are no longer
in a position even to try to wring our necks.”

That was one of the more printable samples, and I think it
illustrates the grotesque shape the mind of the traitor Best must
be in.

Next most important American traitor in the pay of Goebbels
is Douglas Chandler, an early convert to Nazism who was
given a great propaganda build-up early in 1941 as Paul Revere.
Chandler, a former Chicagoan and a writer on a Baltimore
newspaper, began toying with Nazism in the late twenties.
According to his own story, the outbreak of the war found him
in Yugoslavia with his wife, but he has never explained what
he was doing there, although he has devoted many broadcast
hours to trying to justify his treason. Chandler says that when
he wanted to go to Germany from Yugoslavia in the summer
of 1940 the American consulate in Belgrade and the State De-
partment in Washington would validate his passport only for
travel home. That was the fixed policy at the time, but
Chandler says it was a plot against him, especially since his
wife was too ill to travel so far. Finally he eluded American
authority by “escaping” to Italy.

“Five months of recuperation and medical care in beautiful
Florence served to restore my wife’s health to normal,” he re-
counted in one of his broadcasts. “Then we came to Berlin in
order that I might undertake the role of your devoted messen-

”

ger.
As Paul Revere, Chandler was an outstanding flop, and he

has not been used nearly so much in recent months as Best and
Kaltenbach.
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Then there is Otto Koischwitz, a former professor at Hunter
College, who broadcasts from Berlin under the pseudonym of
Professor Okay. Koischwitz, who left this country several
years ago just a couple of jumps ahead of the FBI, represents
about the lowest thing in propaganda. Most of his broadcasts
are examples of the depths to which it can fall. A broadcast he
made to our troops in North Africa in February 1943 gives a
graphic if:slightly nauseating illustration.

He began by telling a story, which he admitted he was not
sure was true, about how mediocre the BBC broadcasts had be-
come and how, as a result, somebody had suggested to the
British radio authorities that they ought to look for new talent
among the wounded war veterans—men, for instance, who had
lost a leg or an arm. The British, he said, turned down the sug-
gestion because men with one leg would not be able to walk up
the stairs to the broadcasting studios.

After chuckling at this very funny joke, Koischwitz asked:
“If they feel that way now, when there is a shortage of labor
everywhere, how will they feel after the war?” And with that
he got down to the point of his broadcast.

“When you get back home,” he warned the men in Africa,
“you’ll have a tough time finding a job. And if you get home
without a leg or an arm you will have an even tougher time.
Your heroism and patriotism won’t count for a thing. As a
matter of fact it doesn’t count for much even now.”

After dwelling for a few moments on the point, he con-
cluded significantly: “So think before you risk the loss of a leg
or an arm. Better be a coward for a few minutes than a cripple
the rest of your life.”

Two women traitors in Berlin must not be overlooked. They
are Jane Anderson, a woman whose anti-Red phobia appears to
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have warped her mind, and Constance Drexel, whom the Ger-
mans billed as a Philadelphia socialite but who seems to be
more in the nature of a female journalistic beachcomber who
will do anything for something to eat.

Jane Anderson was once a reputable newspaperwoman and
was married to an important figure in Amercian life and a con-
vinced anti-fascist, Deems Taylor. She was born in Atlanta in
1890, was given a good education and became a correspondent
in the First World War for two English papers. She first broke
into prominence in recent years when she turned up in Spain
at the outbreak of the civil war. According to her story she was
arrested by the loyalists for her ardent pro-Franco leanings and
barely escaped execution. She was ultimately rescued by the
United States authorities, she says, after spending forty-three
days in a Spanish dungeon.

Despite her alleged sufferings, when she got back to the
States she was in good enough shape to make an extensive
lecture tour in which she sought to sell Franco to this country
and in which she played on the theme of the holy crusade
against Bolshevism. She went back to Germany in 1941 and
began working for Goebbels, who billed her as a world-famous
Catholic, twice condemned to death by a firing squad in Spain,
and whose lectures in the United States were indorsed by the
Archbishop of Washington.

She would be more effective on the air if she did not get so
hysterical.

An idea of the tone of her broadcasts can be gathered from
her description of the Fuehrer: “Hitler is an immortal cru-
sader, a great lover of God, who has struck back against the
universal enemies of mankind.”

As for Constance Drexel, Shirer, to whom she came for a
job when he was in Berlin, describes her as “an insignificant,
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mixed-up and ailing woman of about fifty who always had a
a bad cold.” He says that she used to harp on her need of
money. The Nazis saw that they could buy her cheaply and did
s0.
E. D. Ward, alias Edward Leopold Delaney, a one-time ham
actor from Glenview, Illinois, completes the list of American
traitors in Berlin, although there are other English-speaking
voices, like that of Walter Boehmer. Ward, who is a man of
about sixty, was a stock-company actor and author of light fic-
tion. The Nazis made considerable use of him early in the war
for describing the triumphal entry of the Germans into the con-
quered countries, but since then he has been more or less
eclipsed by the traitors described above.

In Rome we have the red-bearded expatriate intellectual
gone Fascist, Ezra Pound. What makes him a tool of our
enemies is hard to say. Probably his intellectualism has run thin
and lost its blood. Probably, too, he likes his home in Rapallo,
where he has lived for twenty years, and is willing to buy it
from the Italians in whatever currency they demand, including
treason.

Pound was born at Hailey, Idaho, in 1885, a relative on his
mother’s side of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. He was grad-
uated from Hamilton College in 1905 and got his master’s de-
gree at Pennsylvania the following year. After winning a
traveling scholarship to Europe, he returned to teach Romance
languages at Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Indiana, but he
lasted there only four months. The local authorities said he was
“the Latin-Quarter type, hardly attuned to the moral or in-
tellectual life of Crawfordsville.” He then went back to Europe
and has lived there ever since, except for infrequent visits to the
States, the last of which was in 1939.
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In some ways Ezra Pound is the most interesting of the
traitor-broadcasters. Certainly the best educated, he embroiders
his causeries on political and social problems beamed to this
country and to England in a fabric of historical references and
dates intended to show his erudition and impress the listener.
Whether they succeed in putting his specious arguments across
is questionable. In fact I am inclined to doubt whether Pound’s
Italian employers are getting their money’s worth from him, be-
cause he talks over the head of the average man much of the
time.

For all his display of education, Pound’s blows at all things
American and British, his subservience to his Fascist masters,
his rather cheap invective, are on no higher a plane than those
of his fellow traitors. Much of what he has to say is nothing
more than rhetoric, an empty script gilded with expensive
words which, whatever they achieve among his listeners, must
surely make the Italian censor perspire over his dictionary.

Pound scrupulously avoids discussing developments in the
war and limits himself almost entirely to diatribes against the
enemies of Italy and academic discussions of political and social
problems. Typical of Pound’s style was a broadcast beamed at
England on June 13, 1943: “You do not yet officially know what
the war is about,” he said. “You have failed to listen to the
voice of reason. I don’t mean my voice. I mean you have been
such dull thundering asses that you have not, not for forty
years, listened to any Englishman or alien critic who could
tell you anything sensible. I don’t want to claim that I pos-
sessed more judgment or perception when I left England in
1920 than I actually had at the time. Liberty is not a right but
a duty. That is an Italian saying. I don’t claim that I had any-
thing more than a strong personal taste for personal autarchy.
American anarchy and Italian Fascism are in perfect accord
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about the desirability of personal autarchy. Not a right but a
duty. That idea may be exotic. I mean that it may be alien to
British bullheadedness. You were better off than the school-
boys who recited Macaulay and meant it. Your sense of values
was probably better in those days. But so recently as 1931 there
were still voices. In fact right up till the war broke loose there
were still voices and audible voices among them. . . .”

Here are excerpts from other broadcasts, which also begin
as though they were going to remain close to the ground and
then float away like the example above:

From a broadcast on April 6, 1943: “The weak and cowardly
nations invoke the aid of savages to crush a rising war on their
power. England invited red Indians against the English
colonists in America. France in the grip of her usuries brought
black troops to Europe. London and New York have invited
the aid of the Muscovites. And no man knows better than
Churchill the meaning of Stalin. No literate man in Europe or
America is ignorant of what Judah’s domination has meant
and means . . . the governments of London and Washington
betrayed civilization and know it. They fight for monopoly.
And the American people have been betrayed by gold.”

Pound then really let himself go: “Throughout the ages it has
been the favorite device of the creditor class first to work a con-
tradiction of currency which bankrupted the debtors and then
cause inflation which created a rise, during which they stole
the property they had laid on. And this alternate shifting and
debasing of the value of money is not accidental. When Kipton
met Bryan, Bryan already knew that the silver propaganda was
an implement of a camouflage over a major issue, that is,
namely, the control of a national credit, of the national power
to buy. . . . Samuel Lloyd understood the use of a single stand-
ard. After Waterloo no effective power withstood the usurers
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until by 1914 the complete usurocracy had been constructed.
For fifty years, or for seventy years, it had been almost impos-
sible to get any large-scale propaganda against the fetish value
of gold except by ballyhoo about silver. By 1878 [name undis-
tinguishable] said that silver ballyhoo was already necessary to
get in a motion in Congress to keep at least some of the non-
interest-bearing national debt in circulation as currency.”

I think that will give you an idea of how Pound carries on
when he gets onto a technical subject.

Here is another sample, from a broadcast of April 24, 1943:
“There are probably no Americans in North Africa with a clear
conscience and there may be some with no conscience what-
ever. . . . The American people have decency enough to see
that they should not be attacking Europe from the west while
Russia attacks from the east. And in the name of what? Of
stealing French territory and British trade.”

Here is Pound’s way of pleasing his bosses, taken from a
broadcast of May 30, 1943:

“I shall repeat two sentences several times if I continue to
speak over this radio. First, every social gain that has gone into
effect in Italy should be defended. England and the American
New Deal follow stumbling in the wake of Fascist invention,
in the wake of Italian practice. An old order dies, and a new
order rises. That new order is the hope of all people, on which-
ever side of the battle line.”

Occasionally a new voice is heard on the air that sounds as if
it might be that of another traitor, newly drafted by Goebbels
from among the Americans interned in France and elsewhere.
Such was the voice early in 1943 which called itself Mr.
Whiteoak. Those of us who had worked abroad thought we
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recognized Mr. Whiteoak as a former Paris newspaperman, but
so far he has not identified himself conclusively enough for me
to give the name I suspect.

Of all the traitors from European countries, not counting the
ones who broadcast at stations taken over by the Nazis in their
native lands, like Max Blokzijl in Holland, the best-known is
probably Paul Ferdonnet, the Frenchman who as the “Traitor
of Stuttgart” made such a contribution to the fall of France
in the first days of the war. It was Ferdonnet who sniped at
French morale so effectively with broadcasts warning that
“England will fight to the last Frenchman,” and playing on
the Joan of Arc theme ceaselessly to remind the French that
Britain is the traditional enemy.

Ferdonnet, before becoming a traitor, was a newspaperman
of extreme rightist stamp. The French like to minimize his
importance, but actually he was once quite a figure on the
extreme right. He began working for Germany long before
the outbreak of war—as did many other rightist journalists in
Paris—but unlike most he set up shop in Berlin itself, as corre-
spondent for a small French publishing house which the Nazis
gladly subsidized. He dealt in pro-German political articles
and pamphlets and even wrote a couple of books taking the
German view in foreign affairs before the war gave him the
chance to go on the air in Stuttgart. I don’t know where Fer-

donnet is now, but it is safe to assume that he has a good job
in Paris or Vichy.

It took the Germans nearly two years to come up with a
Russian traitor, or a man billed as such. The Russian, who
went on the air for the first time in March 1943, is described as
Andrey Andreyevitch Vlasov, a former lieutenant general in
the Soviet army. So far there is no proof that he is not a phony.
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His job, following the orthodox Nazi propaganda line, is first
to alienate the Russians from their government and second to
try to alienate the Russian government from the other United
Nations.

Goebbels wants to make sure that we, as well as the Rus-
sians, hear all about Vlasov, for his broadcasts have been trans-
mitted to this country in Morse code for those who cannot pick
up the originals. In these Morse-code transmissions Vlasov has
been described as the man who disclosed that “Stalin linked the
fate of the Russian people with that of England,” a charge
which Goebbels apparently thinks we would consider serious,
although I cannot see why.

On the other side of the world Tokyo has a couple of traitors
too, or at least men who might loosely be described as such.
One of them is Charles Yoshii, an American-born Japanese
who was once a free-lance announcer in Los Angeles. He went
to Japan in the early thirties, renounced his American citizen-
ship and became one of Tokyo'’s leading radio propagandists.
Another is a Filipino, Ricardo Perez, who talked to the islands
from Japan in their native Tagalog before the fall of Bataan
and is now probably installed in Manila.

That is the roster of men and women who have sold out
their countries for Dr. Goebbels. The more we know about
them the less damage they can do to us, for the weight we give
to what we hear on the air depends, in part at least, on what
opinion we have of the source. All of these people will be dealt
with by our government and the others in time. Eight Ameri-
cans—Kaltenbach, Best, Pound, Chandler, Delaney, Koisch-
witz, Miss Anderson and Miss Drexel—were indicted on July
26, 1943 by a federal grand jury on charges of treason. It is the
intention of the Department of Justice to bring these people,
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when they are apprehended, to trial “before a jury of their
fellow citizens, whom they are charged with betraying.”
Meanwhile, let us remember who they are and why they tell
us what they do.



CHAaPTER Four

THOSE WHO FELL

THE parT that the Nazi radio played in the fall of Poland,
France, Belgium and Holland cannot be overestimated. It was
used with amazing effectiveness both behind the lines and on
the actual field of battle. The way had been prepared for bring-
ing it into full play by years of hammering away at the morale
of those countries with all the means of propaganda combined.
The groundwork had been laid by vast networks of spies and
secret agents, by the buying of traitorous newspapermen, poli-
ticians, bankers, manufacturers, generals and even labor leaders
and men of the left. Careful execution of the propaganda line
described in Chapter II, as laid down in 1933, had ripened
Europe for conquest, had permitted to go unpunished and un-
hindered the rape of Ethiopia, the reoccupation of the Rhine-
land, the tearing up of the Locarno Pact, the rebuilding of the
German army, the occupation of Austria, the Fascist conquest
of Spain, and finally Munich and the over-running of Czecho-
slovakia.

Those of us who were in France in the years before the war
could see clearly how propaganda was softening the country
for the kill. We saw the outright purchase of large sections of
the press by the Japanese in 1931 for the purpose of spreading
pro-Japanese propaganda about Manchuria and giving French
opinion the Japanese viewpoint. We saw the same thing again

61
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in regard to Ethiopia, when newspapermen who had been
bought and paid for by the Italians practically in broad day-
light, like Henri Beraud, began to pour out anti-British venom
in deadly doses. We saw it in regard to Spain, when a weak
French government allowed itself to be paralyzed by financial
and political interests which, with German and Italian money
and encouragement, painted the Red menace as the main thing
to be feared, and which covered up the fact that Spain was be-
ing given to the Axis powers. We saw it at the time of Munich
when the Nazi propagandists played so successfully on the
“fear-of-war” theme that the peace-at-any-price forces won the
day and labeled the anti-Munich advocates warmongers.

At that time too we saw the strategy of confusion worked so
effectively on the French. We saw them subjected to what they
called “a Scottish shower,” alternately hot and cold, until peo-
ple did not know what to think or believe, and until the major-
ity reaction after Munich was a kind of benumbed relief. There
was such gratitude at the release of tension—much of it artifi-
cially built up—that the people did not realize the price they
were paying for Mr. Chamberlain’s peace in our time. And
finally, we saw an ostensible man of the left like Marcel Déat,
now the leading collaborationist in France after Laval, come
out with an editorial demanding to know why Frenchmen
should die for Danzig. That was the tip-off of how thoroughly
German propaganda had penetrated, and it should have been
the tip-off of what to expect when war broke out.

But the remarkable thing was that with all this material in
our hands, none of us, to my knowledge, drew the right con-
clusions—namely, that France was lost. We saw all the ele-
ments of a collapse, but faith in the myth of the great French
army and in the fighting spirit of the French prevented us from
drawing the obvious inference. Perhaps some of us did draw
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that inference in the back of our minds, but we never admitted
it, even to ourselves. True, we had some very uneasy moments
during the months of the socalled phony war in late 1939 and
early 1940, when things looked very rotten indeed—when, after
Poland fell, the French made no attempt to penetrate the Sieg-
fried Line, which was still built in good part of soft, new con-
crete. We were disturbed by the strange confusion we saw at
the censorship office in Paris, by the peculiar way the foreign
ministry behaved, by the fact that a few communists had been
arrested by the dangerous defeatists of the right were not only
at liberty but hard at work.

Only when the blitz actually began and the confusion in
France still stood out so sharply did the realization come that
it was all over, that our faith in France’s ability to pull herself
together disappeared. It became clear then that propaganda
and corruption had done their work and that the job Germany
did on the battlefields themselves was just the finishing touch.

There were three main themes of the radio propaganda as
used to support the German armored divisions in their invasion
of France: first, the political theme, aimed at dividing France
from England; second, the military theme, aimed at confusing
the troops; and third, the morale theme, aimed at breaking
down resistance both at the front and behind the lines.

All during the winter of 1939 the German radio, using its
regular Berlin broadcasts and the traitor of Stuttgart, repeated
the anti-British line.

“Where are the English?” the Berlin radio demanded day
after day. “England will give the machines; the French must
give their lives! England will fight to the last Frenchman!”

Night after night Ferdonnet and others hammered away at
the line that England was the historic enemy of France. Satanic
Britain, France was reminded, had burned Joan of Arc at the
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stake. “Perfidious Albion,” the name the anti-British propa-
gandists always used to describe Britain, would never fight her-
self but would always see to it that French blood was spilled in
the defense of England. As for America, it was a money-grab-
bing plutocracy which wanted only dollar profits, which had
dunned France mercilessly for payment of the war debt after
1918 and which, in any case, was too far away to help even if
it were so inclined.

“Mental confusion, indecisiveness, panic—these are the weap-
ons of Hitler.” The words are from an illuminating pamphlet
called Divide and Conquer, put out by our Office of War Infor-
mation, and they describe accurately the German technique in
late 1939 and early 1940. The ways in which it was accom-
plished were innumerable. No trick was too low.

Nazi agents sent home by shortwave descriptions of French
families with men at the front, picked for their susceptibility.
To these postcards were sent by other agents in towns near the
battle lines announcing the death or illness of their fighting
sons. Female Nazi agents donned mourning and paraded os-
tentatiously in public for the purpose of giving people behind
the lines the idea that heavy casualties were already being piled
up in the early days of the war. Men at the front received
anonymous notes announcing that their wives and sweethearts
had been unfaithful or had run off with British soldiers. These
notes were devilishly clever and included just enough authentic
description of the men’s homes to cause them to be believed.

Rumors were spread in café talk by agents who got their in-
structions by following the radio propaganda line. I heard
plenty of these myself in the months after war began. Almost
any kind of rumor that would attack morale was used. A favor-
ite was the German secret weapon. It was used vaguely at first,
but after the fall of Fort Eben Emael in Belgium it was specifi-
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cally credited with having brought that feat about. Correspond-
ents in Berlin for foreign neutral radios and newspapers were
encouraged to speak of it. The Germans occasionally would
drop a hint as to what it might be, or issue a denial of what
they pretended had been a specific story about its nature, get-
ting into the denial enough description to set people to spec-
ulating.

The theme of German military might and of certain defeat
was played upon constantly by the Berlin radio and the traitor
broadcasters.

“Get your coffins ready!” loudspeakers would blast across
the front lines at Siegfried fortifications.

“Where are the Tommies?” the Germans would demand.
They knew that the Tommies were in Flanders a quarter of a
million strong, but they also knew that the average French
soldier was not aware of it and could not investigate for himself
the insinuations that the British were not there. It is remark-
able how little French propaganda did to counteract the charge
that Britain was letting France down—or, on second thought,
in view of the high places reached by the tentacles of Nazi
agents, perhaps it is not so remarkable after all.

The 1dea of certain death for the French soldiers was alter-
nated with one quite the opposite which was extremely effective
as part of the war of nerves—the idea that.the front lines were
really a safe place. German propagandists went to all lengths
to put that one across, including the turning of spotlights on
French labor crews building fixed emplacements at night in
order, as the loudspeakers announced, that they might see
better.

The French were given an idea of the omnipresence of the
German agents in many ways. One was by having the German
radio announce the names of every man in a French company
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a few minutes after it had been moved into the front line. The
unnerving stunt was accomplished by having agents who had
obtained the list transmit it by ultra-shortwave to Nazi scouting
planes flying overhead. In the same way the Nazi radio was
able to announce the full menu of a luncheon given for Church-
ill on a visit to the lines at the very moment he and his party
were sitting down to eat it.

The radio was used with tremendous effect when the French
retreat began at the outset of the blitz. False warnings were
sent out over the air for the purpose of causing the inhabitants
of villages behind the lines to flee and clog the roads so that
French reinforcements and supplies could not be moved up.
German agents, working directly by telephone, impersonated
French municipal officials on at least one occasion and caused
local authorities to order a mass evacuation at a time and place
when it would do the Germans the most good.

During the Polish campaign German stations pretending to
be Polish contributed to the rout of the Polish armies by giving
out fake panic reports, describing wholesale disaster and de-
struction. Radio Breslau, for example, broadcast in the Polish
language on the wavelength of the Warsaw radio, giving pre-
maturely the impression that Warsaw had fallen and trying to
establish the authenticity of its broadcasts in the minds of the
Polish people by playing Polish music for hours at a time.

The Nazi radio beamed at Holland carried fantastic tales of
Nazi parachutists disguised as nuns or Dutch soldiers working
behind the lines. At one point during the brief Dutch cam-
paign Berlin had a field day with a story about poisoned choco-
late being distributed in Holland. The story originated in
Berlin, of course. The German radio, with a show of moral
indignation, accused the British of spreading this atrocity story,
but meanwhile was careful to give it in full. C. J. Rolo, an
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expert on radio propaganda, vouches for the effectiveness of
that kind of campaign in support of an already overpowering
blitzkrieg.

German propagandists did very thorough groundwork in
Belgium before the actual blitz began, spreading stories of Nazi
troop concentrations, blowing hot and cold on the subject of
whether Belgium was in danger or not, originating whispering
campaigns on the weakness of Belgian defenses. They went to
the length of having a German plane come down on Belgian
territory, having as passengers some high German army officers
who just happened to have a copy of detailed general staff plans
for the invasion in their pockets.

That was how radio and other propaganda means were used
in the actual blitz and in preparation for it. The occupied
countries of Europe are monuments to its success, but there is
also a monument to its failure—England.

After the fall of France all the guns of the Nazi propaganda
artillery were turned on Britain. Every effort was made to
crack British morale just as morale had been cracked in France,
Belgium and Holland. There were alternating prophecies of
doom and assurances that peace would be profitable, threats of
disaster and appeals to the appeasers to throw Churchill out
and make terms. There are indications that Hitler developed
quite a case of frustration when Britain failed to fall for his
propaganda appeal and then just as stubbornly failed to collapse
during the Battle of Britain.

So sure was he that England was his that after Berlin’s tri-
umphal celebration of the fall of France all the street decora-
tions and even the grandstands were allowed to remain for sev-
eral weeks, in the obvious expectation that they would be used
again. Finally they were taken down quietly one night and no
mention was ever made of them again.



CHAPTER FIVE

DIVIDE AND CONQUER

Divibe AMerica from Britain, stir up in the western world the
fear of a Red menace, destroy the admiration of the nations of
Europe and of the Germans themselves for the United States—
those are the constant aims of Dr. Goebbels’ political warfare.
He does not merely plant propaganda seeds of that kind among
us and hope that they will grow. He nurses them tenderly,
cultivates them year in and year out. He is not discouraged by
the fact that they may fail to sprout in one place, but imme-
diately plants them in another. Nor does he depend on the false
but reasonable-sounding burden of a single argument to obtain
his result for him. In fact he does not trouble much about our
reason at all.

His method is to hammer away constantly, night after night,
on the radio with the idea that some among us will begin to
take his lies for truth merely because we hear them so often.
By force of constant repetition—not just ten or a hundred repe-
titions but tens of thousands—he hopes that the slogans he
seeks to implant in us will become part of our thought patterns
no matter how we fight against them. The mere fact of the
constant hammering away at the words “Bolshevik menace”
will, in his opinion, make even the most rational among us
think, first subconsciously then openly, the moment there is

the slightest provocation, that the threat of Communism is
68
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worse than being submerged in a Nazi world. He sees to it,
moreover, that no matter how the war is going on the battle-
field his propagandists find some material in it for their
campaigns.

For example when Germany was winning sweeping vic-
tories in Russia he sought persistently to get us to relax our
preparations for total war against Germany, arguing that the
Nazis were doing the world a service by repelling “the Asiatic
hordes” from western Europe. That failed, fortunately, and
just as fortunately the tide of battle turned in Russia. But Goeb-
bels was not discouraged. He began to work on a new theme
—the theme that we had better do something quickly to pre-
vent Russia’s regaining too much ground. Not directly but by
devious means, through neutrals and through tried and trusted
anti-Reds among us, he gave forth the idea that continued Rus-
sian victory would put the Kremlin in Berlin, would lead to the
Bolshevization of Europe and would, specifically, wipe out the
investments of those of us who had them.

The same was true of his propaganda effort in regard to us
and the British. In stirring up anti-British feeling against us
he played first on the tune that we would never send any troops
to help them, that we were going to be merely silent partners
who would sit back and let them win the war for us, then step
in and reap the benefits. When the numbers of our troops and
planes and Lend-Lease items became too great for even the
most unobservant Britisher to overlook he changed the theme.
He began to warn England that we were going to reduce her to
a dependency, that we were practically taking over even before
the war was won, that the only way for her to maintain her
independence was to do it in a Nazi-dominated world where
England—with a few colonies substracted, of course—would be
allowed to go her own way.
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His job with us has been to try to discourage as much as
possible the sending of men and supplies to Europe. Before the
war began the Nazi line fitted in perfectly with that of our
own isolationists, who argued that we should keep everything
we had at home and protect our own shores, because nobody
would attack us unless we sent our armed forces abroad. Night
after night the Berlin radio sent back to this country quotations
from the speeches of isolationists and professional anti-British-
ers among us with the idea of spreading even further argu-
ments which already had ample currency in our press. Goeb-
bels retransmitted the ideas to us in such form that listeners got
the impression they represented the majority opinion. He never
once let it leak out over his radio that anybody at all except
President Roosevelt and a few Communists and Jews recog-
nized a sufficient Nazi menace to go to meet it before it reached
our shores, when the time would be too late.

We were attacked, of course, and with that the isolationist
argument that we needed to fear no attack crashed to the
ground. Goebbels was forced to find new arguments, and he
did readily enough. They were not arguments so much as in-
sinuations, for the most part—the spreading of stories of how
the British were taking advantage of us, how they were using
Lend-Lease goods to win our South American markets from
us, how they were building the kind of ships that would secure
postwar shipping monopolies (he told England exactly the
same story about us) and how Britain was sitting back, snug
in her island, and waiting for us to send our boys over to get
killed while her own troops merely carried out home-guard
patrols.

Turning continental Europe against us was perhaps his
hardest task of all. Goebbels knew that the people of Europe
recalled all too vividly for his purposes the fact that victory in
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the First World War had followed American intervention.
How great a part we actually had in that victory on the field of
battle might continue as a subject for controversy among mili-
tary experts, but he was not interested in the opinions of mili-
tary experts. He was interested in the ordinary little man who
believed, and did not need to reason, that the word America
spelled victory, for that is the way it had been once before. He
knew, too, that his own people, pessimistic by nature and carry-
ing deep in their hearts the thought of defeat even in the days
of the greatest victories, connected the name of our country
with the German disaster of 1918. His job, then, was to try to
make Europe believe that it was not the same this time, that
we would never get enough military strength in the field to
win a victory, that Germany would have it well won before
we, in our slow, lumbering way, got moving. Failing that, he
sought to paint us as barbarians whose arrival in Europe was
to be dreaded rather than welcomed.

Goebbels’ belief that he could successfully help Germany’s
conquest of the western world by playing up the Red-menace
theme was not merely a theory. It was based on actual ex-
perience gained before the war, particularly in France. The
Red-menace theme was an extremely important part of soften-
ing the French. Indeed, it is not too much to say that the fear
of Bolshevism and of social revolution in their own countries
was the underlying factor in the behavior of French and Brit-
ish statesmen during the entire period between the two world
wars. First the socialistic German republic was allowed to be
sabotaged because of the fear that its ideas, which politicians in
France and England thought were similar to those of Russia,
might spread to the rest of Europe. Second, the Fascism of
Mussolini in Italy was given every help and encouragement by
France and England’s conservative politicians because they had
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been convinced, by carefully built-up propaganda which the
Nazis later merely took up and carried forward, that the al-
ternative was a left revolution in Italy. Then everything that
could be done to undermine the Popular Front government in
France was done by conservative political and financial inter-
ests under the direct influence of the German industrialists and
their colleagues elsewhere in Europe, who were always closely
linked in their undercover activities. And finally the Spanish
Republican government was allowed to fall to a Fascist army,
directly aided by Germany and Italy, because the Axis powers
had convinced men like Chamberlain that the alternative was
Red revolution which would seep from Spain into the rest of
western Europe.

Those of us who followed the French press in the days when
the farce of nonintervention was being played during the Span-
ish War know now that the papers which most ardently cam-
paigned against intervention and which most carefully nurtured
the Nazi propaganda line of the Red menace as applied to
Spain are the very ones which are most subservient to the Nazis
now. We know that in occupied France the men who ran the
pro-German, anti-Loyalist, anti-British papers like the daily
Le Matin and the weekly Gringoire are the most slavish collab-
orators. The tragedy is that in the days before the war we
allowed them to parade behind masks of patriotism when actu-
ally they were even then committing treason by playing a game
which led to the weakening of France to the point where its
conquest on the actual battlefield was easy.

Those among us who are ardently opposed to Communism
might ask if there really is not a Red menace, even if the Nazis
do play it up for their own purposes. The answer, for anybody
who cares to look for it, is on the battlefields of Russia, where
as many German troops were put out of action as we had in
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all of our armed forces by the summer of 1943. The answer
lies in the tremendous devastation wrought by the battle, of
the gigantic task awaiting Russia when the war is over, when
clearly the Kremlin will have much more important things to
do restoring normal life in the Soviet Union than trying to stir
up revolutions among the rest of us.

In a given week in January 1943, shortwave monitors in this
country calculated that the thirty percent of the Nazis’ broad-
casting to Britain and the United States was devoted to the
Red-menace bogey. Incidentally, during the same week Tokyo,
which was still at peace with Russia, spent much of its broad-
cast time directed at Russia to stirring up Russian distrust of the
Anglo-Saxon countries. It must not be forgotten that, since
the Red-menace campaign is only designed to separate us from
our most active ally, it would naturally follow that nothing
must be left undone in the effort to turn Russia against us.

In this connection Axis propagandists have not let the Rus-
sians forget that after the last war it was American and other
allied troops who were occupying Russian soil, and not
Germans.

The Axis does not always come out clearly and tell us what
it hopes to achieve by its hammering away at the Red scare,
but in January 1943 the Hungarian radio admitted the fol-
lowing:

“As a result of the latest Russian successes it is clearly ap-
parent today that the interests of the Axis powers and the
Allies are to a certain extent identical. This does not mean at
all that the Allies will sue for peace. But the Allies would do
well to take into account the realities and not establish a second
front in Europe.”

It is all very simple: we were not to establish a second front
to make Germany fight on two fronts. If we obligingly re-
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frained she would use all her available power to defeat the Rus-
sians and then turn against us, with no eastern front to worry
about.

To the Russians at the same time Tokyo broadcast a com-
mentary entitled “Anglo-Saxon Machinations Against Russia,”
in which liberal misquotations from a New York T:mes story
were used to make the desired point.

“The reason the United States wants an army of 11,000,000
men,” the Japanese commentator told the Russians, “is not that
they need it to defeat the Axis but that they want to have it in
order to neutralize Soviet power after the war.”

Tokyo then warned the Soviets that the United States and
Britain had a very poor record of dealing with weaker nations,
“such as India, France, Latin America and Chungking,” a
record which, the speaker said, made the sensitive Japanese
shudder at the brutal conduct involved.

That record ought to serve as a warning to the Russians, he
continued, as should the alleged fact that the Allies drove the
Soviets to fight the Germans “with the sinister intention of
ruining both powers.” The fact that Germany made an un-
provoked attack on Russia in June 1941 did not cramp the
commentator’s style.

Berlin has used the same kind of argument, employing a
Russian speaker whom it called Lenin’s Old Guard and who
pretended to be the voice of an underground anti-Stalin move-
ment inside Russia. A typical broadcast by that voice was the
following:

“Don’t let us be fooled by the tyrants in the Kremlin. The
British and the Americans are not going to open a second front.
Not now, not tomorrow, not ever. They don’t care what hap-
pens to Mother Russia. They only want us Russians to sacri-
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fice our blood to save the British Empire and to protect the
warmongering, Jewish-dominated American government.”

Sometimes the Nazis can combine the Red-menace theme
with its anti-British line to this country and thus accomplish a
double purpose—and sometimes they get the help of our own
press in so doing.

For example in the summer of 1942 the Nazis broadcast re-
peated allegations that the Soviet-British treaty signed at that
time contained secret clauses in which they plotted to divide
up the world without letting the United States in on the deal.
The Nazis not only broadcast the story but saw to it that it was
planted in the neutral press, or the press that we thought was
neutral. Thus the story was printed in a pro-Nazi Swedish
paper. It was planted there, of course, for the purpose of hav-
ing some American correspondent pick it up and cable it to
this country, and Donald Day, then correspondent for the Chi-
cago Tribune, promptly complied. Day, who had been sta-
tioned in Riga for years and had taken on himself the special
job of sending anti-Russian dispatches to this country, was an
old hand at helping to keep the Red-menace theme alive. Press
dispatches from Finland reported late in 1942 that he had fi-
nally resigned his post, which was then in Helsinki, and joined
the Finnish army.

Day’s dispatch quoted the Swedish paper to the effect that
the Soviet government had demanded the creation of an en-
larged Russian “sphere” in the Scandinavian peninsula, and
had also demanded the Baltic states, central Europe and the
Balkans. Besides that they were to be given military and po-
litical control over Finland, Germany, Hungary, Rumania and
Bulgaria and military garrisons and bases throughout Europe
in order to secure free access to the North Sea and the Mediter-
ranean.
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Most American correspondents abroad can be trusted not to
pick up Nazi-inspired stories which have been planted for the
express purpose of spreading anti-Russian and anti-British feel-
ing among us. But every once in a while there is a slip, some-
times inadvertent and sometimes committed by a man whose
anti-Ked bias is such that he will give rein to it even if he knows
it might help the enemy.

In April 1943 fuel for Goebbels’ anti-Bolshevik campaign
was provided by the Polish government in exile, which could
hardly claim to have done it inadvertently, because the material
which it used had been openly furnished by the Nazis. The
German government announced in the spring of 1943 that the
graves of some 10,000 Polish officers and men had been dis-
covered at Katin on the Smolensk front and that the men had
been massacred by the Russians before they evacuated that
region. The fact that the Nazis had occupied the territory for
two years before the “discovery” was made should have tipped
everyone off to the nature of the charge and should have fore-
stalled its use as a political issue. But the Polish government
fell for it. The apparent reason was that the Poles wanted to
use the charge as a striking issue with which to get their real
quarrel with the Soviets out in the open and put Moscow on the
defensive. That issue was the matter of postwar frontiers.
Premier Sikorski’s government wanted assurance from Russia
and guarantees from the United States and Britain that Poland
would be restored to her 1939 borders. The Soviet government
had already served notice that it intended to retain the 1941
borders, which were also the frontiers left to Russia after the
First World War. These had only been altered in Poland’s
favor as a result of a victorious campaign against the young
Red army in the early twenties. Russia claimed that the popu-
lation of those regions was not Polish but White Russian and
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Ukrainian and that they rightfully belonged inside the Soviet
frontiers. Both Britain and the United States had tacitly indi-
cated that they would not bring pressure on Russia to withdraw
that claim.

Accordingly, Poland decided to make an issue of the alleged
massacre. The Soviet government dismissed the charge as an
obvious plant designed to create a rift among the United Na-
tions and said that the men in question had been killed on the
Smolensk front by the Germans. Instead of accepting this ex-
planation Sikorski accepted the Nazi suggestion that the Inter-
national Red Cross be asked to investigate and appealed directly
to the Red Cross, against the urgent advice of the British gov-
ernment. Moscow felt there was nothing left to do but break
off relations with the Polish government, and the Axis had
accomplished its purpose.

Then, of course, Goebbels went to work making propaganda
capital of the affair.

“Moscow has become the executioner of Poland and the Poles
while London stands idly by!” a Berlin commentator said glee-
fully. “In undertaking this step Moscow has made an open
attempt to free herself from the terrible crimes with which she
is charged.”

Berlin played incessantly on the theme that the Allies had as
much to fear from Russia as the Axis powers and that the break
with Poland was only the beginning. “It will disturb if not
destroy relations between Moscow, London and Washington,”
a German commentator predicted.

“Moscow has rid itself of the annoying Poles, which is proof
of what would happen to a Europe at the mercy of Soviet
Russia,” Berlin said, while Goebbels’ underlings in other Axis
countries were ordered to join in the chorus.

A Finnish commentator predicted the end of the “unnatural
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alliance” between Britain and Russia and declared that “Bol-
shevism 1s obviously losing its balance and exposing itself.”

Rome announced with satisfaction that the rift was “the
first actual break in the artificial structure of the so-called
United Nations” and claimed that Moscow’s action in suspend-
ing relations with the Poles was an admission of guilt.

A Paris radio commentator said that Stalin had found him-
self “on the eve of being denounced by the International Red
Cross as author of the Katin crime” and had had to take action
“to compel the Anglo-Saxon Allies to make a choice.”

Sikorski’s government withdrew the appeal to the Red Cross
a few days later, but by that time the damage had already been
done. The above are only a few samples of the use made of
the affair by the Axis radio. Subsequent broadcasts returned
many times to the charge, for Goebbels was never one to let a
good thing go as long as he might find some additional use
for it by distortion or suppression of some of the facts.

A damaging blow was delivered to the Nazi propaganda
machine in late May 1943 which threatened not only to de-
prive the Axis of the Red-menace theme but even to knock the
props out from under the original political structure on which
the Axis was based. Moscow dissolved the Communist Inter-
national, that is, the organization of various national Com-
munist parties which had its headquarters in the Soviet capital.
It had been charged many times by those opposed to Com-
munism that while Russta maintained friendly relations with
various countries, the Communist International sought to stir
up revolution through the medium of the party branches. That
was not only the basis of Nazi propaganda in regard to Bolshe-
vism but also the excuse for the formation of the anti-Comin-
tern pact by the Axis countries in 1936, into which some of the
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satellite nations were later forced. In dissolving the Comintern
Moscow gave formal assurance that it had no revolutionary
ambitions in any foreign country and that its sole aim was to
win the war. It did, in effect, deprive itself voluntarily of the
only organization in existence through which revolution could
possibly be fomented.

The fury with which Axis radio propagandists reacted to the
dissolution of the Comintern gave a good indication of the
seriousness of the blow to their favorite theme. Berlin quoted
Dr. Paul Schmidt, press spokesman of the Wilhelmstrasse, as
calling the action “the most fantastic propaganda trick of mod-
ern politics.” Rome said the dissolution was “Stalin’s trick to
appease the Americans,” and the Nazi-controlled Rennes radio
in France urged Frenchmen to “remember La Fontaine’s fable
of the wolf which became a sheep and to ponder over it at
length.”

“This i1s a new camouflage and a perfidious maneuver for
deceiving the world,” said the Rennes commentator. “The
Third International disappears before the astonished world,
only to rise again very soon under a new name and form.”

The best Axis propagandists could do besides denouncing
the action as a trick was to urge listeners not to attach any im-
portance to it, because even if it were genuine “Russia’s word
has never been binding.”

Let us look now into the German method of trying to destroy
British confidence in us. A series of Nazi broadcasts to Great
Britain over a single period in the winter of 1942 will give us
ample illustration. The series began with a talk by a woman
speaker, who told the British that they should never have
allowed American troops to celebrate Thanksgiving Day in
Westminster Abbey because Americans don’t know how to be-
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have in places like that. Two hours later there was a broadcast
the theme of which was that “Britain is obliged to play the part
of an onlooker while the United States gains more and more
influence over her empire.”

A few minutes later still another Berlin speaker warned
Britain that the United States was “calmly absorbing Australian
sovereignty,” and added: “There must be many people in
Britain who think that America would be far less expensive as
an enemy than as an ally.”

Shortly afterward Berlin put its star, Lord Haw Haw, on the
air to accuse President Roosevelt of “openly snubbing the
British government” and to warn of “the binding force of
Roosevelt’s decrees upon England.”

The next item was a broadcast which said: “Washington’s
economic missions are now being constituted to insure that the
financiers of Wall Street reap economic advantages at the ex-
pense of British lives, British trade and British tonnage.”

Next came an announcement that the United States was
making an alliance with Russia the purpose of which was “to
eliminate Britain as a world power and deprive her of any post-
war influence.” Note the remarkable similarity of that idea and
the one broadcast to America a few months earlier to the effect
that it was Britain who was making the secret alliance with the
Soviets.

London was then told for a second time that Roosevelt had
“cynically resumed his policy of dollar aggrandizement at the
expense of British lives, British ships and British war material.”

One of the more fanciful efforts to turn the British against
us was a broadcast reporting that American school children
learn geography from maps on which Europe, including Eng-
land, “is completely wiped off the face of the world.” The ac-
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count of these mysterious maps explained that America was
“ready to liquidate the British empire,” and added:

“One can already see completely falsified maps of the world
in the schools. There are no oceans on these maps. The iso-
lationism which is disappearing cedes its place to a new map
of the world on which the United States is the center. As far as
Europe is concerned the states are completely wiped off the face
of the world.

“Every moment one hears it said that Soviet Russia will have
a great role to play. But, and that is what worries the British,
England too has been wiped off this map. The United States
are not at all in favor of Anglo-American co-operation in the
future. China and Russia are considered more precious partners
than the crumbling British Empire.”

That might strike you as a little childish and not likely to
convince many people. But Hitler thinks the mental level of
most people is low, and Goebbels drops his aim accordingly.

Following are some examples of how the Nazis use the
divide-andconquer theme to Britain and America at the very
same time over different transmitters. These examples were
taken from a series of broadcasts monitored during January
1943.

On the subject of shipping the Axis radio told the United
States: “The English are glad that the Americans are building
Liberty ships, because Liberty ships will not be able to compete
with British ships after the war. Britannia always ruled the
waves and intends to do so after the war.”

On American war aims, Berlin told England: “The Yankees
have achieved victory after victory at the expense of Britain
under the guise of friendship. But their success has gone to
their head. They have stopped taking the precaution with
which they might have fooled the British public at least a little.
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Every day brings more evidence that the Americans are as much
the enemies of Britain as the Nazis are.”

Regarding Africa Berlin told the English: “The Americans
are reserving for themselves the job of occupying French
Morocco. The Yanks have taken the soft job for themselves,
and once again it is the British soldier who is going to have to
do the fighting. The British First Army is in front and the
Americans are in the rear.”

But to the United States at the same time Germany broad-
cast: “Cordell Hull did not want to turn French North Africa
over to the English but he had no chance whatever of winning
this diplomatic battle because he is not a match for the English.”

On the subject of Lend-Lease the Axis radio told America:
“In the beginning it was only cash and carry. Now it is Lend-
Lease and throw-away, namely lend the money, lend the ships
and throw away hundreds of thousands of American lives as
well as money and ships.”

And to Britain, on the same day: “America’s aid under Lend-
Lease has not materialized.”

What the Axis likes to call “the beautiful fiction of Lend-
Lease” has served repeatedly as propaganda material. Radio
Rome, for example, last March made great propaganda capital
out of the discussion brought up in Congress in regard to post-
war “frcedom of the air,” which had to do with the question of
who was going to control the world’s airlines when the victory
was won. Rome explained in an English-language broadcast
to this country that the freedom-of-the-air controversy was just
“part of the mutual suspicion between America and Britain.”
The spcaker then told us that we were an innocent, naive lot
who always managed to get taken in by the wily British, “al-
though the Americans had more illusions in the last war than
they have now.”
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“The Americans are willing to believe that the English love
them for themselves alone,” the commentator said. “They can-
not learn that the British may bow to circumstance but not too
low to keep an eye on the future.”

He then cited alleged statistics to show how Lend-Lease had
benefited England in the field of air transport, about which
Congress was then talking. -He said, while U.S. airlines were
forced at the outset of the war to give up more than one hun-
dred transport planes and to curtail service, the trans-Canadian
line actually extended its service with the use of twenty-two
new Lockheed planes which Canada got from the United
States. Needless to say, he failed to mention the fact that
Canada was already at war at that time and that the transports
were being used for war purposes.

Finally, he warned us that Lord Londonderry had drawn up
a four-point program for developing Britain’s commercial air
services after the war, and that it was up to us to see that we
weren’t cheated out of our fair share in the field.

Axis propagandists are ever on the alert for occasions to
quote or misquote the American press or American personalities
in matters that can serve their divide-and-conquer line. Their
assumption is that we are likely to believe something that ap-
pears in print in our own country, even if most of us first hear
about it via the English-language broadcasts from the Axis coun-
try.

On July 8, 1942, Rome broadcast the following to this coun-
try:

“An idea of what a great part of American public opinion
thinks about the British is given by an article in the New York
Daily News. The American paper wants to know what the
British are waiting for before sending to the front at least one
million and a half of their soldiers who are having a good time
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at home. Could the British be waiting for the arrival of Ameri-
cans? They [the Americans] are asked not to forget that send-
ing aid to Great Britain is a very different affair indeed on ac-
count of the increasing submarine danger and the scarcity of
shipping tonnage. Great Britain is only twenty to fifty miles
away from the continent, the New York Daily News con-
tinues, whereas America is 3,000 miles away across an ocean
fraught with danger.”

In October 1942 the German radio made considerable propa-
ganda capital out of an open letter to Britain published in
Life which attacked British imperialism and urged that the
British cease fighting a war to hold their empire. Reporting
the matter, Berlin said:

“Britain is played out and the United States is taking advan-
tage of this state of affairs. This disagreement of the two allied
nations is becoming more and more obvious, and the letter in
Life shows the attitude of the Americans toward their Allies.”

Some of the best material our press has ever furnished the
Nazis, however, was contained in the proposal by Colonel
Robert R. McCormick, publisher of the Chicago Tribune, in
April 1943, that the members of the British Empire be admitted
into our union as states. The suggestion was certainly not de-
signed to help Hitler, but the Tribune has habitually attacked
Soviet Russia and Britain without seeming to trouble itself
about whom it was helping. Anybody following Axis propa-
ganda knows that habitual attacks on United Nations unity
help the Nazis, as do some of the attacks on the administration.
It is one thing to voice constructive criticism on the conduct of
_the war but quite another to endanger the morale of the nation
by habitually giving the impression that it is being irretrievably
bungled. It is one thing to criticize administration policies but
quite another to give the impression that the main enemy is not
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Hitler but Roosevelt. We shall look further into that subject
in the next chapter. For the present let us see what the Axis
radio did with Colonel McCormick’s proposal to accept New
Zealand, Australia and the other British dominions into the
United States if they wanted to join.

Rome on April 25 had this to say: “We are not going to
have the bad taste to ask Mr. Churchill, a descendant of the
Duke of Marlborough, whether he desires to place the British
Empire, the defense of which is his principal object, in the posi-
tion which Texas holds in the United States confederation.
But we would like to tell him that McCormick’s proposal is not
a joke. Perhaps the American colonel has never had a regiment
under his orders, but that is no reason to think that he is not in
dead earnest when he ventilates political ideas which are an
echo of what the majority of Americans think about the same
argument.

“The mistake is not to be imputed to the Americans. The
mistake is being made by the British themselves. The British
became traitors to European civilization when they called the
Americans to be umpire in the European countries. The British
have given the men from over the ocean the possibility to
speak the way they do about institutions and ideals which are
typically European. The logical consequence was that the
Americans thought themselves entitled to discuss and decide
these problems. In doing so they reveal, of course, their usual
ignorance and presumption concerning European matters.”

Another Rome broadcast said: “The White House is rather
cautious in making declarations concerning their (the Ameri-
can) program for future domination of the world. The
American papers which are not directly influenced by the
White House show absolutely no delicacy when speaking of
their British allies. The Chicago Tribune, for instance, pub-
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lishes an article by Colonel McCormick who thinks that it
would be opportune to incorporate the countries of the British
Empire into the United States of America.”

The Tokyo radio in an English-language broadcast on May
17, 1943, gave strong support to the McCormick proposal.

“Just as you and I, Colonel McCormick, owner of the Chi-
cago Tribune, has both friends and enemies,” Tokyo said.
“His enemies brand him as a British-hating arch-isolationlist, a
publicity-thirsty megalomaniac. To his friends, however,
Colonel McCormick is a man of independent will, a man of
action, a fearless foe, ready to express himself regardless of
consequences. I also assume there must be a group of neutrals
who have no definite likes or dislikes about the colonel.

“At any rate there is no doubt that Robert McCormick is
an extremely charming character. I think America today needs
many more characters like this Chicago veteran. You will re-
call that a little more than three weeks ago the fighting Chicago
newspaper publisher declared that he would start a nationwide
editorial campaign for the absorption by the United States of
all the British countries. Not a few American observers warned
time and again of the great danger inherent in Mr. Roosevelt’s
foreign policy. Sure enough, the American people were forced
to pay a most fantastic price for this fantastic foreign policy of
the New Deal chieftain.

“It is quite apparent that the Chicago veteran is conducting
a one-man crusade for the defense of true Americanism and
for the salvation of the United States from the hands of the
radical internationalists led by Mr. Roosevelt. He is out to
prevent the establishment of a dictatorship at home, and to
guarantee the British countries a republican form of govern-
ment by means of incorporating them into the American Em-
pire. In fact this seems to be too heavy for one man.
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“But remember that Colonel McCormick’s Chicago Tribune
has no less than 1,000,000 circulation. Moreover there is the
possibility that other influential newspapers such as the New
York Daily News and the Washington Times Herald also may
join the colonel’s annexation campaign. They will have tre-
mendous influence over the reading public.

“Mr. McCormick’s plan for the absorption by America of
all the British countries may perhaps be the best plan to safe-
guard American interests. After all, McCormick’s proposal
seems to be somewhat too late. It nevertheless might be worth
attempting on the part of Uncle Sam. In fact indications are
not entirely lacking that Mr. Roosevelt unconsciously is putting
into practice what Colonel McCormick is preaching. It is quite
conceivable that the colonel’s annexation movement may be-
come very popular with the American people and, I am afraid,
it is also conceivable that when the movement becomes popular
Mr. Roosevelt in a fit of indignation might indict the fighting
Chicago veteran on the ground that the colonel has been
waging the campaign by Japanese instigation.”

Proposals like that of Colonel McCormick not only give the
Axis a field day in its perennial campaign to turn the British
against us, but also furnish material for the anti-American
theme which is constantly fed continental Europeans and the
Germans themselves. Goebbels has specific reasons for the anti-
American campaign.

It is not just because we are the enemies of the Germans that
we are described to them in the most unfavorable light; it is
not just because, if they think themselves good, we must natu-
rally be painted as bad. The reason is, specifically, to create a
hearty fear of us in the minds of the Germans, to picture pos-
sible defeat by us as a great disaster from which no German
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would escape. Nazi leaders need to create this fear because any
concerted effort to throw them out of power in a mass move-
ment brought on by defeat would be impossible if every Ger-
man felt that he himself would escape comparatively lightly,
and that only the leaders would be punished.

In the case of some of Germany’s enemies the fear comes
naturally, but in the case of the Americans and the British it
does not. The Germans are afraid of the Russians, for example,
especially after the attack on Russia. The thought of an in-
vasion by the Soviets holds plenty of terror for the Germans
without any propaganda campaign being needed to stimulate
it. Likewise it is beginning to dawn on the Germans what may
happen to them if the people they have conquered get the
upper hand. They know, having pieced the details together
little by little over many months, what their troops and their
Gestapo agents have done in Poland, Holland, Norway, the
Baltic countries, the Balkans and France. Clearly a campaign
to stimulate fear is not needed in that direction.

But the Germans have neither an instinctive nor a synthetic
fear of us. Unfortunately for present Nazi propagandists, it
was their predecessors before the war who painted us as
softhearted and sentimental, and hence, to the Germans, soft-
headed. That impression of us did more good than harm to
Germany in the days which led to Munich, but it no longer
helps now. Now the Nazis need to paint us as bloodthirsty and
brutal, ruthless and grasping. That is why the Nazi radio
makes so much of tales to the effect that we plan to seize all
German orphans and bring them up abroad and that, if we
win, we intend to conduct ourselves generally in such a way
that no German’s life would be worth living.

As for the attitude of the rest of Europe toward us, I have
already pointed out that we are regarded as a synonym for
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victory, and the Nazis must do what they can to change that.
We are considered tremendously rich and powerful. The Nazis
must either show that we are not rich and powerful or that we
got that way by exploiting other countries and intend to con-
tinue doing so. Then the Nazis must appeal to European pride
by describing us as ignorant and lacking in culture and not
fitted to have a leading place in the world.

The best material the Axis radio has had to date for its job
of depicting us as barbarians who would punish every indi-
vidual German for his part in the war was, like some of the
propaganda fuel we have already noted, furnished by someone
on our side. In the summer of 1942 a free Dutch weekly in
London published a letter from a contributor suggesting that
the way to get rid of the scourge of Nazi indoctrination in Ger-
many after the war was to bring German children abroad to be
educated. The letter, as published, appeared innocent enough
and was couched in very mild language. But the Nazis got
hold of it, and before they were through quoting it on the radio
it had the appearance of a bloodthirsty proposal to sweep post-
war Germany clean of her entire population of children. The
Axis radio sent the story in its own distorted version all over
the world, never once mentioning its origin in the obscure
letter column of an unimportant Dutch paper but attributing
the entire idea to Roosevelt and to Churchill and making it
out to be an official part of our postwar policy.

The underground reporter of The Nation told of a similar
affair last November. Three years ago an American named
Kaufmann, an obscure businessman, wrote a pamphlet called
Germany Must Perish, in which he suggested, among other
things, that Germans should be sterilized so that the German
nation would die out and the world would be left in peace.
The idea never was given much currency in this country, but
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Goebbels got hold of it and made very good use of it for his
purposes. He had the book translated into German, printed
thousands of copies and saw to it that as many Germans as
possible got to read it. A free copy of it was given away with
food-ration cards.

Very few people in this country have ever heard of Kauf-
mann, but as a result of Goebbels’ stunt he is very well known
indeed in Germany. Moreover, Germans do not know that he
is an obscure individual but have been told that he is one of
Roosevelt’s most intimate friends and is high in the President’s
councils. Since the publication of the pamphlet in Germany
Goebbels has repeatedly spoken of Roosevelt and his friend
Kaufmann and has written in Das Reich that “thanks to the
Jew Kaufmann we Germans know only too well what to ex-
pect in case of defeat.”

The Nation’s underground reporter, who knows Europe
well, urges that people refrain from making fantastic proposals,
because even if no one here takes them seriously they can be of
tremendous service to Goebbels in building up war spirit
among his tired people by arousing in them fears of what defeat
will bring.

From time to time Goebbels devotes his weekly article in the
Berlin paper Das Reich to our shortcomings. In one such article
in August 1942 he described us thus: “The country possesses no
language of its own, no culture of its own, no education of its
own. Everything has been borrowed. If the Americans pos-
sessed no money they would probably be the most despised
people in the world. Arrogance is never so irritating as in their
case.”

Germany, on the other hand, is right there when it comes
to culture, especially art. Last year the German radio was par-
ticularly boastful about German artists and might have had the
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rest of the world believing that there was a real artistic renais-
sance afoot had it not told too much of the story. The boasts
about art were based on the Greater German Art Exhibition in
Munich.

“Our painters,” said Goebbels in discussing the show, “have
again learned to paint.”

Instead of letting it go at that he made the mistake of telling
the world what they were painting. Outstanding exhibits of the
show, he revealed, were: 1. A portrait of Hitler. 2. A proces-
sion of storm troopers. 3. The sentinel of Europe (another
painting of Hitler). 4. Ammunition column in motion. 5. A
U-boat crew standing on deck.

Striking evidence of how the German propaganda ministry
has gone about the business of collecting material for its cam-
paign to discredit America in the eyes of Europeans was con-
tained in an FBI announcement on July 17, 1943.

The announcement was of the arrest of ten German aliens in
New York, including a woman who admitted that her special
job in this country was to keep Goebbels supplied with stories
of “the high-jinks of high society,” of “American women who
marry barons,” of “millionairesses marrying boxers,” and news
of the “dominance of American women.”

Goebbels was particularly fond of material which would il-
lustrate how the women run this country and keep the men
under their thumbs. For that reason the woman agent was in-
structed that there was a special need for such photographic
material as pictures of men over kitchen stoves or of men push-
ing baby carriages.

The “menace of Americanism” theme, as we have noted, is
always left a little vague, but it too seems to tie up more or
less with our alleged lack of culture. In a broadcast in Febru-
ary 1943 the Nazi radio said that the European continent was
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“darkly overshadowed, not only by Bolshevism but equally by
Americanism.” Both sprang from the same root, he said. “We
are threatened by both. Our horizon is black.”

Attacking American “lack of cultural values,” the speaker
said that “it is but one step from the schoolboyish lack of
breeding of the American, who in his naive superciliousness
thinks he knows everything best” to what he described as the
destructiveness of Bolshevism.

To Europeans who thought this was a capitalistic country
the speaker explained that “in principle the policy of Wall
Street is identical with that of the Kremlin.” That was a para-
phrase of a speech by Hitler in which he said: “The conspiracy
of international capitalism and Bolshevism is in no sense para-
doxical but a natural phenomenon, as the driving force in both
is international Jewry.”

About the same time that Europe was being fed this line a
Vichy broadcaster, as often happens, injected a sour note when,
in discussing “friction among the United Nations,” he rounded
off his argument by exclaiming: “As if the men of the City
[London’s financial district] and Wall Street could have any-
thing in common with Moscow.” But occasional slips like that
do not seem to trouble the Nazis.

Great care 1s taken by the Axis radio to see to it that none
of the broadcasts attacking us as a people is heard in this coun-
try. For American consumption Berlin carefully avoids slurs
on our culture or lack of it. To us they say we are an innocent
and deluded people in the hands of a sinister government
which is the enemy of Americans and Germans alike.

That is the picture of the divide-and-conquer radio war. We
can take a little comfort, perhaps, from the glaring incon-
sistencies it contains and from the obvious silliness of some of
the stories it uses, but not too much comfort, for the Nazis have
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clearly proved that they do not need consistency and that they
do not care about being reasonable. They think they have
found that they can sow sufficient dissension and discontent for
their purposes without being consistent or appealing to reason.



CHAPTER SIX

TO BORE FROM WITHIN

Axrs RADIO PROPAGANDISTs with the special job of creating dis-
sension and uneasiness inside the United States have many and
varied assignments. One day they will concentrate on denounc-
ing President Roosevelt as a dictator, the next they will devote
their efforts to trying to restore life to the vestiges of prewar
isolationism. Then they will turn their guns on our war pro-
duction in an effort to convince us that it is being hopelessly
bungled and that the real facts are being kept from us by a rigid
and undemocratic censorship. It is ironic how often the spokes-
men of Nazi and Fascist repression set themselves up as the
champions of democracy and expect us to swallow their words
without considering the source.

Hitler long ago recognized Roosevelt as the natural leader
of the democratic world who could not be appeased or blinded
to the aims of Germany, and for that reason every possible
means was used before the war, and continues to be used, to
discredit him in the eyes of the American electorate. The Nazi
campaign against Roosevelt has had many disappointments,
not the least of which was the fact that in the elections of 1940
the opposition candidate Wendell Willkie turned out to be as
little of an isolationist as Roosevelt. Hitler has never forgiven
Willkie for that or for the fact that his German ancestry did not
make him even the least bit sympathetic to the Nazi New
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Order. The fact that Willkie failed to see the blessings which
Hitler wanted to confer on the world, and the fact that isola-
tionist leaders like Lindbergh retired from the limelight with
the outbreak of war increased the job of Axis propagandists
considerably and forced them to scatter their efforts over a
dozen fields rather than concentrate them in one consistent
anti-Roosevelt line. So badly had the Nazi radio spokesmen
been burned before we entered the war that they began to dis-
play caution in interpreting American election returns.

Time was when every election of a Republican to Congress
was hailed as the beginning of the end for Roosevelt, but in the
November 1942 elections Axis commentators were hard put to
find anything really favorable to sink their teeth into. They
had discovered that Republicans were just as anxious to win the
war as Democrats, and in any case the Democratic majority in
Congress was maintained, if depleted. So they took up the
somewhat labored line that the election was a rebuke to Roose-
velt but that it did not mean very much because the President
did not allow Congress to have much power anyway.

The elections “obviously indicate criticism of Roosevelt,” said
Paul Schmidt, German Foreign Office spokesman, on the Ber-
lin radio. “It is not astonishing that certain parts of the Ameri-
can population should have their eyes opened to Roosevelt’s
policies,” he continued. “But Germany does not harbor the
illusion that the Republican victories will lead to a change of
Roosevelt’s policies. He and his Jewish counselors have the
helm of state in hand. The American nation and its repre-
sentatives in Congress are practically without influence.”

Rome took up a similar line, reporting that Americans were
dissatisfied “with the false promises of Roosevelt who in the
course of his presidential campaign had promised to keep the
country out of war.”
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Axis efforts to revive isolationism are usually made in times
when we have suffered some kind of defeat or in times when
action on the war fronts is at a minimum. An American set-
back gives them the opportunity to tell us that we should have
let well enough alone; the semblance of a stalemate is used to
tell us that there ought to be some way of patching this thing
up, giving us some compensation—such as British possessions
in this hemisphere and hegemony over South America—and
giving Germany Europe. The object, of course, is to spread
disunity among us by reviving the prewar political feuds and
to weaken our announced resolution to fight on to uncondi-
tional surrender.

At the lowest ebb of our fortunes in the Pacific in the spring
of 1942 Tokyo opened a radio program beamed at this country
entitled America First, with the not very subtle purpose of
capitalizing on the isolationist connotation of those words, in
more or less the same way that Japan used to steal American
commercial patents. Just as a shipment of canned goods ar-
rived from Japan in the early days of the New Deal with the
blue eagle emblem printed on the wrappers, so Tokyo sought
to give a made-in-the-U. S. A. flavor to its political propaganda.

“The isolationists were right,” said the speaker on one of
Tokyo’s America First programs. “I have no idea what the
American isolationists are saying about the Roosevelt adminis-
tration at this moment, but whatever their stand may be, they
have the whole world standing behind them in full sympathy
and admiration. It was some credit to the United States that
President Roosevelt’s fantastic ideas did not pass unchallenged
by sober, thinking elements in that country, largely represented
by the isolationists.”

Another speaker said that “practically all the leaders of the
various parties in the United States” were denouncing Roose-
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velt’s policies, including “various newspapers of the Hearst
chain.”

As for the proposal to call the whole thing off, Tokyo in-
formed us that “Japan would be a charming partner to any
nation which would understand Japan’s ideals correctly,” and
it promised that the newly won raw materials in Asia would
be shared with the United States if only Americans would “get
rid of Roosevelt.”

To this suggestion Berlin at the same time added the follow-
ing over a station that Goebbels called American Freedom and
which pretended to broadcast from inside the United States:
“Join us in our endeavor to save our boys from foreign battle-
fields! You can compel the government to act! The elections
are coming again, and our people will have a last opportunity
to reassert themselves. Organize as free Americans to fight the
dictatorship being set up in Washington. The only real ene-
mies sit right within the ranks of our government today.”

An example of how Berlin rushes to the support of anybody
who fostered policies which were to its liking before the war
was given in April 1942 when Father Coughlin’s paper Social
Justice was barred from the mails. Berlin accused Roosevelt of
using “gangster methods” in “suppressing” the paper.

Said the Nazi commentator: “Father Coughlin, well known
in America for his undaunted struggle against Bolshevism and
Jewry, has once again been given a taste of the methods of
oppression so common in the world’s freest democracy against
those who possess different political ideas from the mighty of
the land. It is quite easy to understand that a man who has the
talent to enlighten the people of the United States with regard
to their president’s Jewish and Bolshevik cronies cannot expect
to be 1n Roosevelt’s good books.”

Axis efforts to make political propaganda out of our war
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production follow three lines: 1. We are badly bungling the
job and falling far behind our schedules. 2. Donald Nelson has
set up what practically amounts to a Red dictatorship. 3. The
production program is ruining the country. The aim is to lay
the foundations for rumors which can be bruited about the
country either by careless individuals who do not realize the
damage they are doing or by Nazi agents whose job it is to
spread rumors.

Events like the coal strike by members of John L. Lewis’
United Mine Workers in the spring of 1943 give the Nazi radio
just the type of material it wants. Axis radios in Europe and
Japan capitalized heavily on the strike while it was in progress,
both in propaganda broadcasts and Morsecode transmissions
directed at the United States and other foreign audiences. The
Japanese, for example, hammered away at “falling” American
production and carried two separate propaganda arguments,
one for labor and one for other Americans. To labor the Japa-
nese said that it was being exploited by “soaring living costs,”
and to elements other than labor Tokyo played on the theme
that labor was unpatriotic. All three Axis countries used the
strike as an argument that the democratic system was weak and
inferior to the totalitarian system.

The Japanese-controlled Batavia radio in an English-lan-
guage broadcast said: “The Axis nations are watching this with
amusement. Can a whole nation be thrown out of gear just
because Lewis does not like the President? Apparently.”

Rome in a broadcast to Spain boasted of the superior German
and Italian social system where “the collective work contract is
the basis of labor legislation and the main concern of the state
1s that no employer evades it.”

Berlin supplemented its discussion of the strike with a story
to the effect that the Germans had discovered a new device for
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saving time and preventing overexertion of coal miners, thus
increasing output and, by implication, making their lot much
better than that of miners in this country.

In 1942 Berlin devoted considerable broadcast time to Nel-
son, whom it labeled “Dictator Nelson.” Axis speakers accused
him of trying to “Bolshevize American industry” and an-
nounced that he had introduced the Stakhanoff Russian
speed-up system in our war factories.

In July 1942 Rome broadcast quite a story about how badly
things were going at the war plant in Manitowoc, Wisconsin,
and elsewhere, claiming to reveal secret information which
Washington was keeping from the American public. In a
broadcast entitled “The Great Disillusionment” Rome said:

“Let us look for example at how it (the shortage of essential
war materials in the United States) works in one particular
town, such as Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Manitowoc lives princi-
pally on the manufacture of aluminum utensils. Defense has
rationed aluminum. Meanwhile all existing aluminum produc-
tion is funneled into defense. The biggest firm in Manitowoc
has already laid off half its factory force of 2,600 and many of
its office workers. Thereupon local stores need fewer clerks.
Thereupon goods bought on the installment plan are being
returned to dealers because the purchaser cannot kecp up pay-
ments. Presently almost all of Manitowoc’s aluminum employ-
ees may be penniless. It is sad to sit in the Office of Production
Management and read the same news coming in from other
aluminum towns in Wisconsin, Ohio, Pennsylvania and West
Virginia. Here there is actual distress and more, much more,
is coming. Our shortages are not only in aluminum but also in
every other material and metal.

“In Adamsville, Indiana, two big firms make 575,000 elec-
trical refrigerators a year. When we were cut off from alumi-
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num for ice trays we substituted copper. When copper got
scarce they substituted steel. But what about steel? The OPM
estimated that this year we shall have an eleven-million-ton
deficit.”

The speaker, still using the first-person pronoun “we” in or-
der to make listeners think the talk was coming from within
the United States, then went on to tell us more about our al-
leged troubles. Wholesale layoffs were about to be made in
Sandusky, Ohio, he said, in Belleville, Illinots, Attleboro, Massa-
chusetts, Jamestown, New York, and other points where suffer-
ing was supposed to be acute, and he concluded:

“Several thousand small communities in this country con-
centrate on specialized products, requiring one or more of those
critical materials. Every such community is in for a sort of
social and economic revolution, which will turn it into a ghost
town. This then is all that America has got out of the war so
far. Ghost towns, humiliation before the world, defeat on the
field of battle, chagrin at the decline of her raw materials,
greater unemployment than ever, and an economic life dis-
rupted and torn to pieces.”

All in all; it was a pretty distressing picture, but it did not
happen to be true. Investigation at the time showed, for exam-
ple, that at Manitowoc there was peak employment of 8,200
workers, and local people described the town as the busiest in
the Middle West.

For rumor-spreading of this kind Nazi propagandists have
not hesitated to manufacture quotations from American maga-
zines and newspapers if they could not find any authentic ones
that suited their purposes. For example in October 1942 Berlin
quoted Time on the subject of production in Detroit as follows:

“The situation in Detroit is unimaginable. The lack of raw
materials and the tension between workers and management
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have led to a considerable diminution of production. The mo-
rale in Detroit is said to be the worst in the whole country. The
workers now are retaliating for the bad treatment they endured
before the war.”

The paragraph was an out-and-out fabrication. No such
statements appeared in the issue of T1me quoted. There was an
article entitled “Production in Detroit,” but its tone was dia-
metrically opposed to the tone of the Nazi broadcast. Time
said that at the Packard plant, for instance, production was
seventeen percent above the May quota, fourteen percent up in
June and fifteen percent up in July, and added that “there have
been no strikes, no slowdowns, not even a minor labor fracas.”

In June 1943, however, an outbreak of race riots in Detroit
provided both ends of the Axis with authentic material which
their propagandists could easily distort and magnify but for
which they could still claim a solid basis in fact. Tokyo, for ex-
ample, used the affair in two ways—first in its campaign to
turn the Asiatics against the white race, which we will examine
a little later, and second to create uncasiness among the Aus-
tralians and New Zealanders about our ability to carry on the
war. In a broadcast to Australia, Tokyo faked a Reuter’s dis-
patch from Washington as reporting that “the domestic situa-
tion in the United States is turning from bad to worse,” and
added: “The troubles, including coal-mining strikes, price ques-
tions, food problems and degeneration of social morals, are now
steadily driving the United States into a deep-rooted turmoil.”
The race riots were cited with obvious satisfaction as an ex-
ample of this turmoil.

The Berlin radio dwelt on the idea that we were a mongrel
race which easily fell prey to elements seeking to cause dissen-
sion and that in this particular case it was the Communists who
created the trouble.
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“The ex-Comintern is busy at work in the United States,”
said one Berlin broadcast. “A proof is the big riot in Detroit.
Unlike Germany and Italy, the United States is not composed
of a uniform race. Fourteen million Negroes, for instance, are
the permanent problem of a country where all labor must be
utilized in the service of production. The white workers, how-
ever, consider these Negroes to be a sort of dirty competition
because they are forced to work for the lowest wages.”

Another Nazi broadcast explained to Europe that the riot
was the result of the lack of race unity in the United States, “a
problem greatly affected by the Bolshevization of the Ameri-
can Negroes through the overwhelming influence of American
Jewry.”

The Rome radio in a sarcastic broadcast to France said that
the riots showed how free of race prejudice and what a “model
country” America was and added that “lynch law exists in the
land of Christopher Columbus.” It sought to make the point
that the riots showed internal American weakness and proved
that we were not invincible.

“Wars are won with arms and not the internal disorder of
the enemy,” Rome said, “but we hope that this people which
has been spoiled by fate will begin to have a better comprehen-<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>