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The Colombo Broadcasting Baby born at 2.30 p.m.
on Friday, the 27th of June 1924, was re-named, at
the age of 25 years, as Radio Ceylon on Saturday
the 1st October 1949.

Let this publication - <THIS IS COLOMBO
CALLING’ dealing with the first twenty five years
of Broadcasting in Sri Lanka, be a MONUMENT to
all the pioneers, who spared no pains to introduce
Broadcasting to this country and brought it to a
satisfactory standard making the maximum use of the
minimum facilities made available to them.
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FOREWORD

Mr. C. L. P. Gunawardana joined the Post and Telegraph
Department as a member of the Postal Clerical Service on May |
1929 and retired on August 10, 1966 after a period of 37
years in the Engineering and Investigation Branches of the
Department. The early years of his service in the Post and
Telegraph Department enabled him to handle the papers
connected with the establishment of the Broadcasting Service
in Ceylon by the engincers of the Post and Telegraph Depart-
ment and also brought him in to contact with the principal
people, who were responsible for the introduction of that
service. Thus he has an intimate knowledge of the early experi
ments and tests carried out by Mr. E. Harper, then Chief
Engineer, Telegraphs and Telephones and those associated

with him.

Broadcasting in Ceylon was inaugurated om June 27, 1924
when the Governor, Sir William Henry Manning addressed a
meeting of the Engineering Association of Ceylon and bis
address was broadcast. On Mr. Gunawardana’s appointment to
the Postal Clerical Service, he was assigned to the Chief
Engineer’s Office, and broadcasting was one of the subjects
allotted to him. He quickly developed a keen interest in the
subjects of broadcasting, looked up all the available files
on the subject and sought the assistance of technical officers
involved in the early broadcasting experiments to get clarifi-
cation on technical matters which were new to him. He had
a knack of getting co-operation from all he had to work
with and thus he was able to keep up his interest on matters
connected with broadcasting right through the period that
broadcasting activities was a part of the Post and Telecommuni

cations Department.

He took a keen interest in the Programme Division of
the Broadcasting Service, and in course of time was the officer
specially in charge of Oriental pregrammes, and many other
matters connected with the arrangement of programmes including
auditions to select new artistes.
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He has acted as Superintendant, Broadcasting Station and
Controller of Programmes several times. One of the greatest
achievements of the broadcasting activities in Ceylon has been
the empbasis given to the preaching of Buddha Dhamma by
reputed scholars among the Maha Sangha, who had been held
in the highest regard by the public for their piety and learning.
Mr. Gunawardana had the unrivalled advantage of personally
knowing most of those distinguished scholars and preachers
and his keenness in arranging sermons much to the delight
of thousands among the listening public was a contribution,
which only a few could have accomplished.

His acquaintance with technical officers enabled him to
keep track of engineering developments even in such matters
as studio designs, studio constructions etc.

When the recording of folk songs and musie of Ceylon
was undertaken in a big way in about 1946, he was appointed
Secretary of the Recording Committee, and was in charge of
lists of all recordings made, payment to artistes etc. He had
to travel in the recording van on all trips to various parts
of the country, and in certain instances to remote villages where
artistes following the real traditional form of rendering Sinhala
folk music were found for recording such songs and music.

Mr. Gunawardana is, in my opinion, the only person, who
has had sufficient detailed first hand information of matters
connected with broadcasting in this country, both technical
and programme activities from the experiments carried out by
Mr. E. Harper, Chief Engineer. Telegraphs and Telephones
down to October 1949, when broadcasting activities were handed
over to a new government department, which called itself
“Radio Ceylon’’.

One of the greatest mistakes committed by the Ceylon
Government in 1949, when it separated broadcasting activities
from the Post and Telecommunications Department and ereated
a new Government Department for broad:asting called Radio
Ceylon, was to have appointed as the first Director-General
of the department a foreigner, who bad no knowledge what
soever of the language, history, literature and the culture of
the country. One result of the new appointment, which
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manifested itself quite carly was the stoppage of the programme
of the recording of folk music of the eountry, which was
being built up with great care, the taking over of the Recording
Van, which had been specially built for the purpose of recording
work to transport of staff and the dissipation to other purposes
a quantity of auxiliary equipment, petrol driven generators,
convertors, field telephones, search lights. cables of various
types, which had been painstakingly built up. Even after
the expiry of the terms of agreement of the foreign Head of
the Broadcasting Department, it is s matter for regret that
the government has been unable to find a person sufficiently
capable and qualified to Head the department, so that in the
intervening almost 40 years the broadcasting organisation of
this couniry has not been able to serve the people as much
as it should have done.

It is a matter of delight to me that Mr. C. L. P. Guna-
wardana whom I had the pleasure of knowing from the time
of my first apointment as Telecommunications Engineer in
May 1936 to the present spell of time, a period of 52 years
in service and retirement should have come forward 1o compile
this work setting out the history of a very important activity
on the government of this country, which has contributed
much to the education and entertainment of millioas of people
of this country and abroad, 8nd in the nesr future can
contribute much more under proper guidance to the culture
of the world. Broadcasting is a service which in the past
could have been rendered only by persons, who have achieved
high levels of mental developments.

By far the best course of action to have been adopted
by the Government was to have separated the Telecommuni-
cations service from the Postal service forming 2 departments,
a Postal department and a Telecommunications department,
the latter of which could have had Broadcasting as a part of
its activities - a course of action which had been recommended
over mamy years by the best and most qualified Telecommuni-
cations engineers in this country. Successive governments,
unfortunately rejected the advice until the last government in
1982 hurriedly in a matter of weeks separated, it is said on
the orders of the World Bank, the Postal and Telecommuni-
cations Services, and created a new department of Telecommuni
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cations. If the separation of activities had been carried out
in the 1940°'s, both Telecommunications and Broadcasting might
have witnessed a much greater degree of advancement than
that had been witnessed up to now.

After a study in 1949 of the trends in broadcasting
technique and television in the U. S. A., and embolden by the
promises of the leading broadcasting and television avthorities
of the U.S. A. of any assistance I nceded to introduce sdvanced
techniques in broadcasting and television in Ceylon, [ had
considered the introduction and training to a high pitch of
efficiency of eur own staff so as to introduce sophisticated

techniques in broadcasting in about 1956 and television about
1959,

This, however was no to be.

On the eve of the creation of a separate department for
broadcasting Mr. Gunawardana was withdrawn from the
broadcasting service and detailed to work in the Postal
Investigations Branch where he retired at the age of 60 years
in 1966. The duties entrusted to him then enabled him to get
ample oppertunities for the development of balanced view in
the presentation of facts. This ability was developed to such
an extent that an eminent lawyer, who was the Minister of
Justice at one time had highly commended him after seeing
his work, which came to the Minister’s notice. His study of
the Rules and Regulations governing the work of the depart-
ment and his efficiency in that subject was such that he was
entrusted with the training of new recruits of the Postal
Clearical Service on discipline; Public Service Commission
Rules and Administrative Regulations. He was also the Secre-
tsry to the Committee appointed by the Postmaster General
in 1962 to recommend ways and means of reducing Post Office
Savings Bank irregularities. These qualifications have made him
exceedingly suitable for writing a historical sketch of the first
25 years of the broadcasting Service of this country.

D. P. Jayasekera, A m.1. €. €.

B. Sc. (Gen.) Hons. London, B. Sc. (Eng.) Hons. London,
former Superintending Engineer, Radio
and retired Chief Telecommunications Engineer.
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INTRODUCTIONS

In the past, in Sri Lanka,
as well as in other countries,
contact through communica-
tion systems was very limited.
But today, due to rapid scien-
tific and technological pro-
gress, communication  has
advanced so that instant
contact at a global level is
a reality for almost all people.

Radio broadcasting, the
most  efficient means of
public communication, has
become the most effective
method of reaching the peo-
ple. Broadcasting has thus
become a prime necessity,
for the speed of communication it offers cannot be dispensed
with in the modern world. Today people can be in touch
with others on all matters of importance, public and private,

government and commercial, because of radio broadcasting
facilities.

Ven. Piyadassi Thero

In Sri Lanka the broadcasting movement (first called “the
wireless” and later “the radio’') was started in 1924 with
very small beginnings indeed. Mr. E. Harper was the first
Controller as the broadcasting station went the route of the
proverbial, from pillar to post. At first it was situated in
a room in the Ceylon Telegraph Office (CTO); next in a
room at the Ceylon University; then it moved to Torringto_n
Square; thence to its fourth location at Borella. Today it is
established at Independence Square, its massive buildings'
housing the latest in modern equipment, and called the‘ Sri
Ltanka Broadcasting Corporation. It is one of the finest
broadcasting systems in Asia.
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At the start, there was only one transmission for the
country’s three languages: Sinhala, Tamil and English. It goes
without saying that the Sri Lankans, the children and youth
especially, were fascinated with the <voice box”.  What
a thrill it was to hear the voices transmitted from Colombo,
but heard in their own homes in sub-stations, in upland
villages, and even in remote areas of the country.

Even from the very beginning, despite limited equipment
and meager facilities, the Superintendent of Broadcasting and
the staff of the radio station established the guiding philo-
sophy of creatin programmes of extremely high quality and
offering outstanding services: religious programmes, 8 Children’s
Hour, the Brains Trust, variety entertainment, programmes
on Sinhalese literature and classics and the popular Siri
Aiya’s (U. A. S. Perera) programme created especially for

children. .

Noteworthy is the fact that the first radio broadcasting
of a Buddhist talk was delivered in 1928 by the Venerable
Pelene Siri Vajiranana Mahanayake Thera, Founding Superior
of the Vajirarama; the first Buddhist sermon, also broadcast
by him, was given in 1929. E

One story from those days well worth the re-telling is
that of a Muslim lawyer who bought a radio set, switched
it on for the first time to listen in, and lo and behold, it
was a sermon delivered by the Venerable Pelene Vajirapana.
it was such an educative and interesting sermon that the
man said that on that very day he had received benefit for
his investment his radio set! The present writer himself,
aware of the great number of people eager to hear Dhamma
talks, started to broadcast sermons in the carly forties.

Until 1959, the year Premier S. W. R. D. Bandaranaika
was assassinated, all programmes were broadcast live. The
performers were most conscientious in seeing that their per-

formances did not offend anyonme, and soon won the trust of
the broadcasting community. Today, almost all programmes
are pre-recorded.

A person who was attached to the broadcasting service from
almost its very inception is Mr. C. L. Pujitha-Gunawardana.
He joined the service in 1929 and continued te serve with
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it untii 1949. He is one of the very few living amongst us
who can tell the history of the Sri Lanka broadcasting ser-
vice. Two other names ccme to my mind: Messrs. Thevis
Guruge and D. M. Colombage. I was closely associated with
these two men both when they started out as announcers,
and later when they became Programme Organisers. Mr. Livy
Wijemanne, the former Chairman of the Sri Lanka Broad-
casting Corporation, was at that time the Programme Organiser
of the English service. It was he who introduced me to the
English channel through which I gave Buddhist talks.

During the days of the second World War, the Ven.
Pannasiha  (later Mahanayake) and myself resided at the
Vajirarama. One Sunday Ven, Pannasiha went to the radio
station to deliver the Sunday morning sermon. Suddenly the
airraid warning alarm was sounded and the station officers
quickly made arrangements to take him to a place of safety.
When he asked the officers where they were going they answered,
*“We are on duty, Reverend Sir.’* The Venerable Pannasiha
retorted, < Well, I am also on duty.'’

The late Venerable Narada, who was on the Advisory
Board, took the initiative in introducing ‘Maitri Chinta,’
(later Dharmachinta), ‘Thoughts for the Day’ which became
the first item in the daily programming.

The SLBC has expanded since its inception in 1924 beyond
anyone's dreams — and it continues to grow, fulfiling the
needs of all, from the children, the youth and adults, to
people of different walks of life, to those of differing ideo-
logies, longings, inclinations and tastes.

The current programmes continue to bc varied, with new
features added regularly, based on the listener’s needs. Since
the majority of the Sri Lankans are radio-trained, the SLBC
plays a vital roll in preserving the ethical, cultural, intelle-
ctual and religious values of the society, while at the same
time promoting its art and culture.

Ven. Piyadassi Thero

Vajiraramaya.
Bambalapitiya.
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This fs Colombo Calling.
Recording the history of
major events of any country
is a matter of utmost impor-
tance. In this case the de-
partment concerned should
have initiated action no
sooner the transfer of the
service to another was effec-
ted. However, the lapse on
the part of the department
has been remedied by the
two pioneer engineering
officers by inviting Mr. C.
L. P. Gunawardana, whom
they had considered the most Rev. S. J. de S. Weerasinghe
suitable person to use his exertions and compile the history.
It is further gratifying to hear that Mr. B. P. Jayasekera, a
former Superintending Telecommunications Engineer, Radio; who
had retired as Chicf Telecommunications Engineer. by offering
a foreword to this contribution, has confirmed the validity of
its substance.

The Colombo Broadcasting Service had come into existence
after a term of expcriments during the middle of 1924, and
we have gained the honour of being the first in the British
Colonies and South Asia to start broadcasting.

My first association with the Colombo Broadcasting Service
was during the period Mr. Shirly da Silva was the Superin
tendent of Broadcasting, when it was housed in Torrington
Square, It so happened when a Sunday Morning Religious
Service conducted by me in the Baptist Chapel, Cinnamon
Gardens was relayed. I was closely connected with the
Colombo Broadcasting Service, when it was shifted to Kotte
Road, Borella from Torrington Square in September, 1942 and
1 was well acquainted with Mr. C. L. P, Gunawardana, who
was thea handling Sinhala programmes.
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In addition to broadcasting of religious talks in Sinhala,
I had attended conferences and committee meetings. In one
such meeting 1 suggested to Dr. G. P. Malalasekera to intro-
duce to our sinhala programme an item similar to the **Brains
Trust” of the B. B. C. which was very interesting. Dr. Mala-
lasekera and all others present supported me, and then a
suitable paraphrase for ‘¢Brains Trust’* arose. One member
suggested gecifn ®adOcw but Dr. Malalasekera’'s 348 ®adcwe
was unanimously adgpted. Mudlr. E. A. Abeyesekera conducted
the Programme once a week on Monday's from 7 to 7.30 p.m.

The staff on the Colombo Broadcasting Station at that
time, I could now remember at my present age of 90 years,
were Mr. Shirley da Silva, Mr. C. L. P. Gunawardana, Mr.
Rankine, Mr. Hettiaratchy, Mrs. Pearl Ondatji,  Mr. Colom-
bage, Mr. Guruge and Mr. Richard Weerasuriya. They did
their best with our advice and facilities made available.

Mr. C. L. P. Gunawardana, who is one of the few living
pioneers, I understand, had served the Colombo Broadcasting
Service almost from its inception until it was transformed
to a new department called Radio Ceylon in 1949. He had
worked directly under Mr. E. Harper, Chief Engincer, Tele-
graphs and Telephones, who is considered as the father of
the Colombo Broadcasting Service. The word father is very
appropriate to him as he was the officer responsible for the
creation of broadcasting in this country, and he himself referred
to the Colombo Broadcasting Service as his baby.

Iam very happy that in the stage of my second childish-
ness | am afforded an opportunity of expressing my views
on the Reminiscences of the Colombo Broadcasting Service
put in black and white by Mr. C.L. P. Gunawardana, who
had continuously served for 20 years of the 25 years of the
Colombo Broadcasting Service, an ‘octogenerian, maintaining
a good memory in the penultimate stage of manhood,

I wish him a long and healthy life,

Rev. S. J. de S. Weerasinghe

Joshep Lane,
Nugegeda.
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Author’s Prologue

I was invited by Messrs. E. C. Wijekoon aud B. S. Senevi-
ratne, two of the most senior living pioneers of the Colombo
Broadcasting Service, who have retired as Telecommunications
engineers after serving for the complete duration of the
Colombo Broadcasting Service, under the Post and Telecommuni
cations Department, both my sepiors in age and service, to
record my practical experience of the Colombo Broadcasting
Service.

I Joined the Post and Telecommunications Departmet on
the results of a competitive examination conducted by the
Education Department as a member of the Postal Clerical
Service on may 1, 1929, and was jdetailed to work under the
Chief Engineer, Telegraphs and Telephones, Mr. E. Harper
M. L E. E, M. 1. Radio E. Among the duties in the list assigned
to me correspondence on Broadcasting was one, for which I
developed a special attitude. I continued to perferm the
duties for 8 years, 2 years under Mr. E. Harper and 6 years
under Mr. J. Shillitos, the immediate successor of Mr. Harper
on his retirement.

Though I had taken over the subject *Broadcasting’’ 5 years
after its inauguration on 27th June, 1924, my duties compelled
me to acquire a thorough knowledge of the work done from
the experimantal stage up to the time 1 took over. Actually
all the correspondence files and literature pertaining %o broad-
casting were at my disposal I was the custodian. There was
not a single paper on broadcasting, which did not pass through
me during the 20 years I was attached to the Chief Tele-
communications Engineer’'s Office and the Colombo Broad-
casting Station. ] was the bottle neck through which all
matters on broadcasting passed.

In the year 1935 there was a proposal to transfér me to
the Broadcasting Station to assist Mr. R. R. Anderson Announcer
cum ‘‘Clerk Broadcasting”, code C. B.C., who was in charge
of the Broadcasting Programme Office, under the direct super
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vision of the Chief Engineer, Telegraphs and Telephones, who
was also the Controller of Broadcasting. But the Chief Engineer
and the Assistant Chief Engineer, both were, of the view that
I was more useful at the Chief BEngineer's Office. However,
on the appointment of Mr. Shirley da Silva with the designation
«Superintendent, Broadcasting Station’’ in August 1937, and
the responsibility on the part of the Chief Engincer for programme
work vested in him had to be given over to the newly
appointed Superintendent, whose official code was S. B. C.
and as he had asked for a competent officer to assist him in
the arrangement of all oriental programmes, and also to look
after his work when he was away from office, I was ordered
to go to the Broadcasting Station. When I expressed my
unwillingnees t6 go, both the Cheif and the Assistant Chief
made me to understand that [ was selected in the interests
of the [service and my own interests when there were others
senior to me who were anxious to go. I was advised to go and
take over the [duties of the C.B.C.from Mr. H.de. S. Gune-
wardene, who was to take over my duties at the Chief Engineer’s
Office on 28th August, 1937. After I assumed duties at the
Broadcasting Station, the first inquiry from me by the Chief
Engineer was whether I was still the channel through which
all correspondence on broadcasting passed. He was very happy
to hear my reply in the affirmative. His anxiety was to make
me the bottle neck of broadcasting information.

I was able within a very short period to win the confi-
dence of Mr. Shirley da Silva, the Superintendent, who held
me responsible for the arrangement of all oriental programmes
Sinbala, Tamil, Muslim and Hindustani, in addition to office
administration. He confined his activities to western programes,
which were then predominant. His successors messrs. H. de-
S. Gunewardene and Richard Weerasuriya did not wish to make
any change to Mr. Shirley da Silva’s arrangements in the office
work. 1 was further the secretary to the Sinhala Programme
Committee and the Sinhala Folk Songs Recording Committee
uwnder the Chairmanship of Dr. G. P. Malalasekera, which
became defunct after I left the Broadcasting Service early in
January, 1949 and most of the treasure collected were lost,
stolen, damaged or meglected. Certain Newspapers started a
hue and cry, but no attention was given to resuscitate the
matter even though funds were available - Rs. 8685.00. No one
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showed any interest, or create any interest. The Hon’ble
Minister was a non-Sinhala, Ministry Secretary and the tDirector
General of the Broadcasting Department were aliens, and
the Sinhala officers indifferent.

All auditions for the selection of radio artistes, Sinhala
Tamil, Hindustani and western were conducted by me. I had
further to attend Courts in connection with cases of infrin-
gement of copyright rules.

Apart from looking after the daily office work, when the
Superintendant was away, 1 had often covered the duties
of the Superintendant Controller of programmes, and in one
instance for a period of 3 weeks in August-§eptember, 1945,
when I had gone to the extent of recommending the first
increment of the Announcer, Mr. Livy R. Wijemanne. Whenever
I happened to answera telephone call from the Postmaster
General or the Chief Telecommunications Engineer they never
inquired for the Controller but obtained the required information
from me or gave any directives for the execution of the
Controller. They were very familiar with my voice. 1 have
performed the duties of Controller, Clerk and Announcer all
on one and the same day when necessity demanded, leaving
no ground for any complaint or disorder.

Iam the only one now surviving of those who had worked
directly under Mr. E. Harper, the creator of the Colombo
Broadcasting Service. I have thus gained an all round practi-
cal knowledge of the working of the Colombo Broadcasting
Service, which no ome else had acquired.

In a personal letter addressed to me by Mrs. Chitra Ranawake,
Deputy Director-General (Programmes) of the S. L. B. C., she
has stated. ‘‘Incidentally you will be interested to hear that
I am the daughter of the late Dr. G. P. Malalasekera. |
remember him talking reminiscently of you, Mudir. E. A. Abaya
sekera, Mr. Devar Suryasena and others. It must be grati-
fying to be associated with broadcasting from its early
inception’’,

The fears of the senior surviving pioneers, Messrs. E. C.
Wijekoon and Mr. B. 8. Seneviratne are not unfounded, Distror-
tions have already invaded the history of the Colombo Broad-
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it was esected by a Marconi Company Engineer named Mr.
Rice and was undec the control of the Post and Telegraph
Department, The staff recruited from the C. T.O. were
Messrs. F. T. Hubert, J. de S. Jayawickrama, J. D. Moldrich,
M ™. P. Gunawardene, W. wWeerasekera, K. G. Gunesekera,
L i:. Perera, and L. W. Perera to whom a great deal of
credit should be given. They were all postmasters and Signallers.
This is now known as the Ship-to-Skore Radio Station

.ccommodated at Manniog Town.

Another Wireless Station Came into existence during World
War I ia 15i4 at Yatiyana, Matara, It was actually a Naval Wireless
Teley aph Statien manned by the British Royal Navy. It had
a gocd foot-ball team, which eshubited their skill at Uyaa-
w tte esplanade, Matara. Our English Announcer, Mr. E. Y. G.
Rankine, an Anglo ludian, and later regardedas being domiciled
here . .s atiached to this Naval Wireless Telegraph Station before
he joined the Colombu Broadcasting Service, first as a Technical
Officer. This Wireless Station was closed down during World
war 1t in 1942, and its equipment removed. This Station was
connested to Coivmbo on circuit No. 57, which ran through

Rukw.na sand Deniyaya.

Telecrramunications is a means of communication by tele
graph or telephone with or without wires and broadcasting is
telcphony without wires, It was in 1915 that the first Broad

casting Station was opened in U. S. A. by the American Radio
ead Rescarch Corporation, and we in Ceylon started experi

ments § years later in 1923,

A German destroyer, not a sub-marine, named *“‘Emden”
was destroysd by the Australian Navy during the World War
1, in 1914, off the coast of Cocos Islands. Mere statements
are mnot sufficient. Facts should be elicited from official
records. Pivncers are still living to lead evidence. How did
Ceylon Government get the salvage of the sub-marine sunk
by the Australian Navy within their waters. After all those
who were involved in the construction of the radio transmitter
had passed away, a taitler had succeeded in getting his tittle
tattle inserted in the Postmasier General’s Administration

Report for the year 1949
XV
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casting Service. In the circumstances, I with pleasure accepted
the invitation of the 2 senior pioneers and compiled my
remininscences into a literary contribution. I have quoted
chapter and verse and placed factual information and documentary
evidence, which cannot be nullified with interpretations based
on hearsay. In certain instances 1 have mentioned the very
words of my superiors. 1 have not stated anywhere that we
did this and we did that, but have affirmed that so and so
did it. ;
Distortion No. | - In the Administration Report of the
Postmaster General for the year 1949, his 26th and the last
Administration Report on Broadcasting under the British Rule
and his first Report after the dawn of Independence of Sri
Lanka, the history of broadcasting under the post and Tele-
communications Department has been summed up declaring
“With the help of parts recovered from the radio apparatus
of a captured German submarine (no details given) the first
transmitter was built and music broadcast from a back-room
of the C. T. O., which served as Studio, Transmitting Station
and Programme Office”. If it is the factual information it
should have gone into the Administration Report for the year
1924 or the following year, when the transmitter referred to
was replaced by constructing a new plant built from parts
indented from England. Facts and figures in the correspon-
dence files of the Chief Telecommunications Engineers Office
would reveal that the first radio transmitter 1/2 killowatt
utilised for experiments and inauguration of broadcasting in
this country was constructed at the Telegraph Workshops of
parts picked up from the reserve equipment of the Ship-to-
Shore radio apparatus and other sources of the department.
The Secretary of State for the Colonies in England, while
approving the introduction of broadcasting in this country has
stated, in May 1924, that broadcasting should be undertaken
by the Government Wireless Station  This is clear evidence
that radio parts were available in the Post and Telecommuni

cations Department, and as such, there was no need for Mr.
E. Harper to go in search of salvage of a supken German
submarine,

The Government Wireless Station referred to by the Secre-
tary of State for thc Colonies was opened to the Public in
July 1912 and its first message was transmitted to Bombay.
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The room which accommoadated the first radio transmittef
was, of course, not in the main C.T.O. building but was
situated in the C. T. O. premises, in which the minor starf
used to congregate and it should not be described 2s & back-
recom. It was later the Library of the Telecommiunications
Engincering officers and it was in this room the mouthly
meetings of the Broadcasting Advisory Board were held after
1932. the Studio was inside a room in the Telephone Exchang:
and the Programme work was done in the Chief Engineer’s
Office, under the direction of the Chief fnginecer, who wes
the Controller of Broadcasting. BEven affter shifticg the Pro
gramme Office to Torrington Square in 1927, arrangement of
Programmes of Buddhists interest were done in the Chiel
Engineer’s Office, by the Chicf Clerk, Mr. T, A. W. Gunawar-
dene, until he retired in 1932,

Distortion No. 2 - The correct dats of inaugurations of
Broadcasting in this country. This question was raised for-the
first time by Mr. S. Rajanayagam, Enginecr Radio, in his talk
on Broadcasting in Ceylon, which he delivered at a mee ng of
the Engincering Association of Ceylon in the year 1935. This talk
was printed in a booklet and distributed. He retired as Chief
Telecommunications Engineer and he is still living. He said,
«On 27th June, 1924, His Excellency the Governor broadcasi 2
message on the occasion of a meeting of the Epgineering
Association of Ceylon. This is the date when breadcasting was
started in Ceylon and it is interesting that this Associatin is
closely connected with the birth of the service. Thbe usual date

given, namely 16th December, 1925, actually marks the openiog
of a new transmitter, and it is incozrect as the date of opening
of broadcasting itself.’”’

At the end of his talk, he made the following acknow-
ledgment and thanked the acting Chief Engineer, Mr.J. M.-
Baxter for his kind permission to publish the talk, and for
allowing access to official records and also to the Assistant
Chief Engineer, Mr. D.Lusk, and the Divisional Eaginec,
Radio, Mr. A. Nadarasa, (who incidentally was one of those
who had assisted Mr. E. Harper to conmstruct the 2/i kw traos

mitter on which broadcasting ia this couniry was iz.augurated
on 27th June, 1924) for their valuable suggestions for the
preparation of the paper. He may have swated so in order to
impress the audience and the readers that hc koew well ihe
subject on which he spoke.
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Annual birthday celebrations were started by the New
Broadcasting Department called Radio Ceylon in a grand scale
by its Sinhala Organisation and the S.L.B.C. followed suit.
Having read the 16th issue of ‘Tharangini’, a domestic journal
of the S. L.B.C, in 1981 which contained certain incorrect
historical information regarding the early stage of Sri Lanka
Broadcasting, I made representations to His Excellency the
President of Sri Lanka Democratic and Socialist Republic on
18th Novembr, 1981. I was informed that my representation
had been referred to the Ministry of State and thence to
the Chairman of the S.L.B.C, with whom I had passed
correspondence, particularly on the correct date of birth of
Sri Lanka Broadcasting - Colombo Broadcasting Service. In
support of my contention 1 had quoted the Administration
Report of the Postmaster General for 1924, which has recorded
that the ‘-outstandisg event in telephony was the inauguration
of Brcadceasting from the C.T.O.¢ and the 1925 Report,
which has indicated that broadcasting on the new plant was
inaugursted by the Governor in December. Thereupon the
Chairmen of the S.L. B. C., Mr. Famon Kariyakarawana had
directed his Research Unit to investigate and report on the
issue. The report so received had been deliberated by the

Board of Directors, vide item 10 of the minutes of the mee-
tings held on 26th September, 1983, and 12th October, 1983,
and finally accepted, vide item 8§ of the minutes of the Board
meeting held on 31st October, 1983, which is reproduced
below:-

*37.8 Audience Research Division (Ref 36;10) Inauguration
of Broadcasting in Sri Lanka (Ceylon)

The Corporation has accepted June 27, 1924 as the date
of inauvguration of broadcasting in Sri Lanka - vide Corpor-
ation decision 709.13 (ii) of 20. 10. 83.

Copy of letter dated 05/02/82 addressed to the Chairman,
S.L.B.C, by Mr. C.L.P. Guoawardana of Dehiwala was
also tabled. While thanking Mr. Gunawardana for his corres-
pondence on the subject and the interest evinced by him in
establishiog the correct date of inauguration of broadcasting
in the country it was decided to invite him to write an
article in English for the newspapers and send it to the

Chairman. The Chairman has already written an article in
Siohala to the ‘Silumina’.
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The Chairman’s article appeared in the Silumina of
23. 10. 83 and my article in Engtish appeared in the Daily
News of 16. 12. 83. The Corporatien’s decision of 20th October,
1983 is reproduced below:-

“Inauguration of Broadcasting in Sri Lanka. C. M. of the
Director of Research Audience dated 17th October, 1983 -
The Corporation noted the contents of the C. M. sub-
mitted by the D. A. R. and approved the new date,
June 27, 1924 as the date of insuguration of breadcasting
in Sri Lanka®,

Here is the official intimation received by me from the
S. L. B. C

C. L. P. Gunawardana Esq..
23, Sri Mahabodhi Road,
Dehiwala,

Dear Mr Gunawardana,

You are profuscly thanked for all the interest shown in
and all the troubles taken for the straightening out of the
controversy of the exact date of inauguration of broadcasting
in this country. Thanks to yeur unceasing efforts and faith.
ful interest in this matter, Chairman and members of the
Board have officially recognised the date of inauguration of
broadcasting as June 27. 1924 as you had repeatedly pointed
out. Thanks indeed, Mr. Gunawardana for your magnanimous
service to the cause of broadcasting in this country.

You will certainly be delighted to read through the enclosed
photo copy of the extract of the Board minutes relating to
the decision of the Board. Do keep in touch with us, since
we value your good counselling.

Wishing you long-life, health and prosperity.
With lots of love and good wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Sgd. Nandana Karunanayake

Director Audience Research
for Director General.
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- The usual annual celebrations of the §. L. B. C,, which
were due on December 16, 1983, were not carried out
and instead arrangements for the celebrations of the Diamond
Jubilee on 2Tth June, 1984 were in progress. In the interim
Mr. Eamon Kariyakarawana left the S. L. B.C,, and the newly
appointed Chairman, who professes to be the sole authority
on any matter pertaining to Sri Lanka Broadcasting, flouting
the prescribed procedure that a decision issued by an officer
could be reviewed only by anether officer holding a higher
status, had over-ruled the decision of his predecessor and
the Board of directors, and directed that the Diamond Jubilee
celebrations be fixed for December 16, 1985. The new Chair-
man had not the courtesy to inform me who is not a stranger
to him and say that the Previous Chaiman’s decision has
been over-ruled and that there would be no alteration to
the date of celebrations. However, I received the ncws and
made represcntations again to His Excellency the President,
and 1 rececived the following reply from the Sccretary of the
Ministry of State.

My No. MS/SLBC Misc. Date 24th July 1984

Mr. C. L. P. Gunawardana,
23, Sri ™Mahabodhi Road,
Dehiwala

Dear Sir.

1 write with reference to your letter to His Excellency
the President dated 16th July, 1984 on the subject of the
correct date of inauguration of broadcasting in this country

This question has been studied in depth and we are of
the view i1hat regular broadcasting service was started only

on 16th December, 1925.
Your interest in this matter is appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

Sgd. G. P. S. U. de Silva.

Addl. Secretary,
for Secretary.
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It is clear from the above reply that ‘my representations
to His Excellency the President has been left in the lurch by
the Ministry of State, in regard to the -correct date of
ipauguration of broadcasting by informing me of the date
when regular broadcasting was started to as say that broad
casting prior to December 16, 1925 was irregular. This reminds
me of the folk proverb “Yanne koheda? Malle Pol.*

The Postmaster General of the United Kingdom had stated
in the U. K. Parliament in 1926 that at the commencement
of broadcasting in his country it was a little more tham a toy,
but Mr. E. Harper, the architect of our broadcasting had
compared ours to a baby. This baby born at 2.30 pm on 27th
June, 1924, had been mewling and puking in the nurse’s arms
from July 1, 1924, and begun to say mamma and pappa at 12
noon on December 16, 1925, after reciving nourishment from
abroad. No one could expect a baby to rum about as soon
as he or she was born, The normal course had to be

followed.

The assertions of the Secretary to the Ministry of State
bear no significance to the issue raised by me. It is more or
less a vain attempt to shield a stubborn high official under
him for his rash action. '

The present S. L. B. C. Chairman in an article published
in the Sinhala monthly periodical ‘Kalpana' of November,
1984, while relating his broadcasting experience has stated
that though broadcasting activities were started by the Tele-
communications Department, similar to a Sub-Postoffice in
1924, yet as radio licences were issued only in 1925, his
personal opinion is that broadcasting was inaugurated in 1925.
This statement is, in my opinion, has been made at random.

The correct meaning of the word ‘inaugurate’ - is to make
a public exhibition of for the first time. The records of the
Post and Teleccommunications Department clearly specify that
a message to the Engineering Assosiation by the highest
dignitary of the country, the Governor, Wwas broadcast. at
230 pm on 27th June, 1924 to inaugurate broadeasting in
Ceylon. 1 } . : e SOt T



The contention that the issue of radio licences was started
in 1925 is entirely incorrect. Jssue of radio licences was
started in April, 1924, the first licensee being Mr. L. E. Heal,
and at the end of 1924 there were 53 radio licensees. Taking
his own argument into consideration it has beem made clear
that the correct date of inauguration of broadcasting in Ceylon
is 27th June, 1924,

The comparison of our early broadcasting activities to that
of a Sub-Post Office is, 1 should say is a compliment, as the
Postmaster General of the United Kingdom has stated in the
British Parliament in 1926 that when broadcasting was started
in Britain in 1922, it was a little more than a toy, and Mr.
E. Harper, the Architect of broadcasting in this country has
referred to ours as a baby.

s

There is a glaring error in the article referred to, which
should not be allowed to pass unnoticed. Regarding recording
of music it has been mentioned that the first recording made
by the machine was that of the song ‘‘olu pipeela’ by Surya
Shankar Molligoda. Though he is not the officer responsible
for attending to the recording, yet he himself has broadcast
this record umteen times. Even & rustic listener at this dis-
tant date would say that the song ‘‘olu pipeela’’ is a recording
of Sunil Shantha.

I have made these comments not with the idea of letting
down any one, bus purely for the sake of preserving the
correct history.

§, one who have had a working knowledge of the very
curly stage of broadcasting activities in this country for a
continuous period of 20 years and then served in the Investi-
gations Branch of the Postal Department, where I had to gaina
knowledge of the work of Sub-Post Offices, am constrained
to say that such utterrences are nothing but rash conclusions.

On December 16, 1985, the so called Diamond Jubilee Day of
the Sri Lanka broadcasting, the Independant Television Net
Work (I. T. N.) arranged a one hour programme to celebrate the
occasion. Three pioneers of the Colombo Broadcasting Service
teletext their experience; They were Messrs. E. C. Wijekoon,
B. 8. Sencviratne and myself. I was the first to televise my
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views and ! said that the correct date of inauguration of broad
casting im this coumtry is 27th Jume, 1924. The Chairman of
the S.L.B.C.., Mr. Livy R. Wijemanne [(ollowed me and
read s passage from a report and contradicted me by saying
that, the correct date is December 16, 1925. My good friend
Mr. D. M, Colombage, who appeared in the screen later said;
that there appears to be a difierence of opinion regarding the
date of inauguration and there should not be such an opinion
&8s the correct date is December 16 1925. However, after Mr.
Colombags had viewed the whole programme, he might have
found that he was wrong and in the repeated programme
sbout a week later his teletext regarding the correct date of
inanguration was completly deleted.

If 1 were given another opportunity to televise my views
later in the programme, [ would have said,

god oorvd Dow® oo
20 pgox on © ord

Note - Ladies need not get offended as it is a quotation from
Sinhala literature.

The history of the very early stage of the Broadcasting
Service as narrated in the Mahavamsa 1935 - 1956 is, in my
opinion, a comedy of errors. However, the heading ‘‘Broad-
casting Service™ is the most appropriate expression so far as
it is concerned with the first 25 years. It was then known
as the Colombo Broadcasting service, and it was a service to
the population and not a Trade and Publicity Bureau.

On page 423 paragraph 1 of the Mazahavamsa referred to
under the heading the Broadcasting Service, it is mentioned
that due to agitations by a pioneer Unit named Ceylon
Amateur Radio Society formed in 1922, Ceylon Telegraph
Department utilised 1n 1923 wireless as a means of mass
communications for sending and receiving messages, and its
success was established on 16th December. 1925, which date is
considered as the historical day of broadcasting in this country.

This pronouncement is not in eonformity with the records
of the Post and Telecommunications Department, wh ch intro
duced wireless as 8 means of mass commuaications for sending
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and receiving messages long before World war I. The Secretary
of State for the Colonies, while approving the introduction
of Broadcasting, had stated that the scheme of broadcasting
should be undertaken by the Government Wireless Station in

Colombo. This Wireless Station came into existence in July,
1912. :

The Society, which was formed im 1922 precisely during
the month of November, was the Ceylon Wircless Club, the
very same month and year the British Broadcasting Company
was formed in Britain. It changed its name to Ceylon
Amateur Radio Society in July 1923 and later the same year
to Radio Club of Ceylon and South India.

The pronouncement had further stated that the results of
the research done with government assistance for the wusage
of broadcasting were exhibited for the first time on June 27,
1924, This declaration is quite correct. The approval for the
intreduction of broadcasting in this country was received from
the >ecretary of State for the Colonies towards the end of
May, 1924, and Mr. E. Harper, the architect of broadcasting
in this country, and a Vice President of the Engineering
Association of Ceylon, who was waiting for a suitable occasion
to inaugurate broadcasting, learned that His Excellency the
Governcr was due to address a meeting of the Engineering
Association at 2.30 pm on June 27, 1924, he thought that it
was the most opportune occasion for him to exhibit his engi-
neering feat, and he took prompt action to broadcast His
Excellency's Speech and inaugurate the broadcasting service.
The meaning of the word ‘‘inaugurate’” according to Chambers's
Twentieth Century Dictionary is ‘‘to make a public exhibition
of for the first time”. The Administration Report of the
Postmaster Genesal for 1924 has recorded that the ‘‘outstanding
event in telephony was the inauguration of broadcasting from
the C. T. O.”" What had actually happened on 16th December,
1925, was the official inauguration of a8 new broadcasting plant
constructed at the Telegraph Workshops with parts imported
from Britain replacing the improvised plant which was in
operation from the date of insuguration on June 27, 1924,
Immediately before inviting the Governor to declare open the
new transmitter, Mr. E. Harper had announced to the listeners
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at 12 noon on December 6, 1925, that the opening of the new
transmitter was a step forward in the development of broad
casting in Ceylon. In the circumstances the historic day
of broadcasting should be 27th June, 1924, and not December
16, 1925.

Mention has also been made in the Mahavamsa referred
to, that an Advisory (Administrative) Board was appointed
in 193, T have not heard of Advisory Boards being appointed
with administratve power. However, the Broadcasting Advisory
Board, which was appointed in 1932 NOT 1934 had no such
powers, It functioned in its advisory capacity till the middle
of 1948 and was dismissed by the new Minister concerned of
our first Parliament in order to carry out his new policies.
My assertion that the Advisory Board was appointed in 1932
and NOT 1934 is confirmed in a subsequent statement in the
pronouncement that the Vaithianathan Report has mentioned
that the services rendered by the Advisory Board appointed
in 1932is praise worthy. The first mceting of the Advisory
Board was held on November 21, 1932 at the Broadcasting
Station, Torrington Square, presided over by the chief Tele.
communication Engineer, Mr. J. Shillitoe.

Other members of the Advisory Board were

Mr. J. S. Dinwiddie ... Representatives of the Radio

Mr. J. F. Ness ... Club of Ceylon and South India
Mr. S. N. Godfrey ... Asst, Director of Education

Mr. J. S. M. Patterson ... Ceylon Amateur Dramatic Club
Mr. Charles Dias ... Representing Sinhala listeners

Mudlr. C. Rasanayagam ... Represeating Tamil listeners
Mr. H. H. M. Gazzali ... Representing Muslim listeners

Mr. E. C. Villiers ... [Executive Committee of Communi-
Mr. H. L. de Mel i ... cations and Works

Mr. D. Lusk . ... Divisional Engineer, Radio

Mr. R. R. Anderson ... Secretary

Regarding the purchase of a recording machine in 1936
and the broadcasting of pre-recorded programmes, it is true
that a recording machine was purchased fn 1936, but the
Colombo Broadcasting Service did not broadcast pre-recorded
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programmes. The machine purchased in 1936 had only one
turn table and the duration of onc side of a disc was 3
minutes at 78 R. P. M. Recording of a continuous programme
of a long duration could not be done. The recording machine
was of a type that was developed by the British Broadcasting
Corporation and at the time of its purchase it was considered
that it would be useful for providing material for brosdcasting.
Sir Baron Jayatilaka was invited to record a 15 minute talk.
He very kindly agreed and arrived at the Broadcasting Station.
He was advised of the procedure to be followed that he
should pause every 3 minutes. He listened patiently, took
his hat to his hand and walked away.

Two machines suitable for recording folk songs and folk
music were purchased in 1946 on which recordings could be
done for continuous programmes of any duration, but it was
not used for broadcast of pre-recorded programmes. Bana
sermons of 45 minutes duration were recorded of eminent
preachers for the purpose of preservation and for use in an
emergency and not as broadcast of pre-recerded programmes.
Colombo Broadcasting Service did not adopt that procedure
excpting a very few exceptional cases.

Finally I wish to offer my grateful thanks to Mr. J. R.
Walters, C.C S., Col. J. P. Appleby. Mr. A Ignatius Perera,
Postmasters General and Directors of Broadcasting. Messrs.
E. Harper, M. I. E. E., M. I Radio E.J. Shillitoe, A. M. L. E.
E..D. Lusk, A M. 1. E.E, A. Nadarasa, A. M. I. E. E. Aloysius
Perera, A.M.I E.E., S. Rajanayagam, A.M.L E.E. and
D. P. Jayasekera, A M I. E. E., former Chief Telccommunications
Engineers’ and Controller of Broadcasting, the last 2 still
liviog. who had always a good word for me, and also to
Mr. B. W. Perera, a senior member of the Postal Clerical
Servico, who retired as the Senior Accountant of the Post and
Telecommunications Department and Mr. J. F. S. Pulle, both
for giving me a good training at the commencement of my
career in the decpartment, and all my colleagues, both pro-
gramme and technical for the co-operation extended to me for
the performance of my duties for the cause of the Colombo
Broadcasting Service, with special mention of Messrs. A. W -
Dharmapala, B. S. Seneviratne, D. S. Kasturiaratchi, M. Wimala
ratne, A.W. Dirckze, C.E. Fernando, D. M. Colombage,
E. Y. G. Rankine, and Mrs. Pearl Ondaatji.
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1 offer my sincere thanks to Messrs. E. C. Wijekoon and
B. S Seneviratna, two surviving pioncer technical officers
(engineers) of the Colombo Broadcasting Service for inviting
me to compile this historical sketch and also for giving me
inspiration to do so by furnishing useful information on
technical matters.

My awed respects are presented to the 2 members of the
Clergy, Ven'ble Piyadassi Maha Thero of Vajiraremaya, Bam-
balapitiya and the Rev. S.J.deS. Weerasinghe of the Baptist
Mission, both very familiarly known to me for over 50 years
ond closely associated with the Colombo Broadeasting Servico
for s0 kindly providing liberal introductions.

While stating my appreciations on Mr. D. P Jayasekera’s
foreward, 1 feel as one closely associated with him for over
$0 years, in service and retirement, 1 should give an intro-
duction to his brilliant carcer. His skill aod the service
rendered by him to his couatry are not known as ought to
be known, not even to the present generation of his slms
mater.

1 presume that only a very few of the young generation
are aware of the “Denham Scholarship’. Over 70 years #go
there was a Director of Education, E. B. Denham by name,
who in order to afford opportunities for boys of rural schools
to learn more and better English, devised s scholarship
scheme to award 20 scholarships a year after an Island wide
competitive examination, under which the scholars were to be
taught English by selected teachers using the most advanced
methods. Mr. D. P. Jayasckera, who was studying in a rural
school at Minuwangoda, sat for the competitive examination
in 1919, came 2nd in the Island, was selected for the 1920
batch of scholars, and was admitted to a special class at
the Practising Schoo] of the Government Training College,
which was located in the buildings mow occupied by the
Thurston College.

After 5 years stady at the Practising School, the scholars
became eligible for scholarships to Royal College in January
1925. He sat for the Cambridge Junior Examination in 1921
coming first in the college and being awarded the Rajapaksa
Prixe, and the Cambridge Scnior Ezamingtion in 1927 coming
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first in the Island and being awarded, the Cambridge scholar.
ship to the Ceylon University College. At the Cambridge
Junior and Cambridge Senior Examinations Mr. Jayasekera
scquired distinctions in Sinhala and English in additions to
distinctions in other subjects. At that time Sinhala was not
taught as a class subject at the Royal College, and Mr.
Jayasekera attended Sinhala classes conducted by the Ven’ble
Narada Maha Thero at Vajiraramaya, Bambalapitiya for
students offering Sinhala for Cambridge Examinations. Inci-
dentally Mr. Jayasckera came first in the Island in Sinhala
at the Cambridge Senior Examination in 1927 and was awarded
the Waidyasckera Prize. At the Royal College among the
prizes won by Mr. D. P. Jayasekera were the Donald Obeyse-
kera Prizes (Junior and Senior for Ceylon History).

Mr. Jayasekera thus entered the Ceylon University College
in 1928 and in 1929 was awarded an Open Science Scholar-

ship oo the results of a competitive examination. This
scholarship carried a stipend of Rs. 40/~ per mensum.

After sitting for the B. Sc. Examinmation in 1931, he was
appointed as Assistant Demonstrator in Physics of the Ceylon
University College. He resigned from this post in 1932 to
go to the United Kingdom to study Telecommunications Engi-
ncering. He entered the City and Guilds Engineering College,
London in 1932, studied Telecommunications Engineering, sat
for the B, Sc. Honours Engineering Examinations in 1934 and
obtained Second Class Honours, the Diploma A.C.G. 1. and
was awarded Henrichi Medal of the City and Guilds Engineering
College for 1934. Thereafter Mr. Jayasekera underwent prac-
tical training in various branches of the British Post Office
and the B. B.C.for 1 1/2 years. During the course of pra:tical
training Mr. Jayasekera on his own initiative learn to ride a
horse, and pilot a light aeroplane as he thought that such
an experieace would help him later in assessing the aptitude
of applicants for posts in the Telecommunications Service in
his own country. He returned to Ceylon in 1936 and was

appointed Engineer, Post and Telecommunications Department
being attached to the Telephone Division.

At the request of Mr. J. Shillitoe, Chief Telecommuni-
cations Engineer of Ceylon at the time, he paid special
attention, while in England to the installation, acceptance
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testing and maintenance of Auto telephone exchanges as he
had decided to replace the old manual telephone exchanges
of the Colombo telephone system of new automatic exchanges
as contracts were being placed for that purpose.

The High Frequency Broadcasting Conferences and the
International Telecommunications Union Regional Conferences
by the International Tclecommunications Union at the time
were long drawn out conferences where Radio Frequencies
had to be allocated for various services. During World War
1I Radio Communications had advanced by leaps and bounds
and after the end of the war many countries which had been
colonies or subject mations under Great Powers became inde-
pendent and these made claims for frequencies for their
national Radio and Broadcasting Services. The International
Telecommunications Union plenipotentiary conference devised
a new frequency table allocating blocks of frequencies for
various Radio services. These blocks in turn had to be
allocated to various countries for use in their National and
International services. This work involved very careful
planning in order to avoid interference for which very strict
technical requirements were elaborated, and approved at each
conference. Thus the work of these conferences were long
drawn out as the delegates themselves working in small
groups had to work out the allocations and calculate protec-
tiop ratios to avoid intolerable interference.

Mr. Jayasckera's work at all these conference earned for
him the respect and confidence of other delegates. At the
session of the second high Frequency Broadcasting Conference
held in Rapello in 1950, when the difficult situation caused
by the start of the Korean war was being discussed Mr. Jaya-
sekera’s speech drew spontancous applause, the only time a
delegate’s speech was so applauded at these High Frequeacy
broadcasting conferences.

It is also not generally known that Mr, Jayasekera used
the oppertunities afforded to him, while attending to many
International Telecommunicatiors Urion (1. T. U.) Conferences
to learn to speak the official languages of those countries.
Thus he learnt to spcak Spanish, Italian, French and Germas
and so he was able to spcuk with English 5 European langua-
ges. This fact was revealed inan 1. T. N, televison programme
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put on the air on 12th April, 1938 in the series ‘'Reminis-
cences” when Mr. Jayasekera was interviewd by Mr. Sujatha
Jayswardene.

The I. T. N. television programme also revealed that Mr.
Jayasekera used the oppertunities afforded to bhim during his
stay in the United Kingdom to gain a first experience of
some of the finest performances of classical Western music
both by world famous artistes and famous symphony orchestras
of the world conducted by the world’s leading conductors.
The year 1935 was the year of the Silver Jubilee of the
coronation of King George V, and in that year London saw
and heard programmes of Western classical musical performances
seldom seen or heard in any one year in any country of the
world. Mr. Jaysekera was doing his practical trainning iu
1935 after obtaining his engineering degree in 1934, and made
full use of his stay to see and hear as many of the concerts
that were held in London in 1935. Thus he saw and heard
performances of the world famous violinists' Yehudi Menuhin
and Heifetz, the world famous Cellist Pablo Casals, the
famous Czech soprano J:rmila Novotna and the famous Russian
Pianist Rachmaninoff. He also saw and heard the London
Symphony Orchestra being conducted by Sir Thomas Beecham
and by Arture Poscam, the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra
conducted by Dr. Wilhelm Furtwanglier the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra conducted by Bruno Walter, the Czech Philharmonic
Orchestra conducted by Vaclav Talich and The B. B. C. Sym-
phony Orchestra conducted by Sir Henry Wood. During that
year he also built up a fine collection of Commercial grama
phone records of some of the finest performances of solo
artistes and world famous orchestras of many items of classical
Western music. In 1935 he was able to see performances of
the European felk dancers at the European Folk Dance Festival
held in London. These experiences are, perhaps not possessed
by any other liviog Sri lankan and would have helped the
structure of broadcasting programmes if the government had
given him that opportunity,

Mr. D. P Jayasekera has had the rare privilege of listening
to recitations in the 1traditional maoner by the. Ven'ble
Rambukkwelle Siddhartha Muha Thera of Sanskrit Slokas, Pali
Gathas, Sinhala Vannam and Kavi, and of rcading prose
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passages from Buddhist literature, very rare readings like
reading a Sannasa before the King prior to handing the Sannasa
to the receipient of the grant. The Ven'ble Siddhartha Maha
Thera was an acknowledged expert exponent of reciting and
reading in the traditional manner as handed down from teacher
to pupil among the Maha Sangha of the Kandyan area. Many
of the recitations and readings were specially done by the
Maha Thera for Mr. Jayasekera’s benefit.

The Knowledge thus gained by Mr. Jayasekera was of great
advantage to the Sinhala Folk Songs Recording Committee,
which on the various trips for recording spent their precious
time on some useful talks in exchanging their views, knowledge
and experience. Other members were surprised at the extensive
knowledge of Mr. Jayasekera, a B. Sc. graduwate, an engineer
by profession, of music and history. In one instance Dr.-
G. P. Malalasekera remarked that it was the first time he had
heard some of the facts related by Mr. Jayasekera,

During the war years a large temporary building had to
be ‘constructed by the services bordering Lotus Road, Colombo
Fort. When war ended the building was handed over to the
Post and Telecommunications Depariment. It was decided to
allocate this building to the Postal Services, which had been
very badly handicapped for lack of space, and Mr. Jayasekera
who was in charge of the electric lighting and power section
of the department had to provide the necessary lights and
fans. The working parties from the Telegraph workshops came
to erect the partitions separating the various sections of the
Postal and Parcels Division, and when Mr. Jayasekera inspected
the building he was strucked by the spacious hall that was
available. The idea came to his mind that the venue would
be ideal for an all night Pirith Ceremony followed by an alms
giving to over 100 monks. He quickly summoned a meeting
of the committee of the Buddhist Association of the Depart-
ment of which he was the President and explained his idea
to the Committee. The Committee warmly supported the idea
and took all the steps necessary to apprisc all the Buddhist
staff of the department about the proposed pinkama. Mr,
Jayasekera pushed ahead quickly with the installation of lights
and fans and a date for the Pinkama was fixed before working
parties of the workshop moved in to erect the partitions.
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There was enthusiastic support for the Pinkama from ull sections
of the staff of the department, and a large sum of money
was contributed. Officers of the department at stations up
-country sent in large number of packets of flowers. A Pirith
Mandapa of special design was constructed with a profusion
of fresh flowers decorating the outside., Senior members of
the Malwatte and Asgiriya chapters on invitation came for the
ceremony, the Anusasanawa was delivered by the Principal of
Vidyzlankara Pirivena, Ven'ble Kiriwattuduwe pannasara Nayake
Thera. The Relic Casket bourne of his head by the Post
master General, Mr. V. A. Nicholas (non-Buddhist) was brougfn
from the Seccretariat, Gall Face in a colourful proccssion,
past Queens House and the General Post Office. The then
Prime Minister, Hon'ble Mr. Dudley Senanayake and the
Minister of State, Hon'ble Mr. J. R, Jayawardene attended the
Pirith ceremony. This was the first time that a Government
Department held a Pirith cecemony in  official premises, It
was soon followed by other Government Departments holding
all night Pirith ceremonies in their offices. This Pirith ceremony
was followed by an alms giving the next day for about 120
monks. The departmental oificers, who owned cars placed
their Vehicles at the disposal of the Buddhist Association to
bring the monks to the venue of the Alms Giving and to
take them back to the temples. This Pinkama demonstrated
how the various sections of the depariment co-opecrated to
make it a success.

During the years that Mr. Jayasekera was at the Ceylon
University College, he used to go to the Library of the
Colombo Museum and read the ola manuscripts, specially
those described as *Vitti Poth,”” -*Kadaim Poth”, Rajavali
etc., and he had read practically all such manuseripts, thus
he was able to get a very good knowledge of little known
historical facts, folk lore, customs etc., which were recorded
in books. Among those books were accounts of thé introduction
of the Upasampada from Siam (Thailand) in the 18th century,
during the time of King Kirthi Sri Saja Sinha and the inde-
fatigable efforts of the Ven'ble Wetiwita Sri Sarapankara Thera,
who later became the last Sangha Raja of Sri Lanka, over
several reigns to achicve this end. 1d about 1951 Mr. Jayase-
kera realised “that the 200th anniversary of the event would
fall in 1953; and apprised the Maha Nayake Theros of the
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Malwatte and Asgiriya Chapters of the fact and suggested
that it would be good if special island wide ceremonies were
held to mark the occasion. Thcy undertook to consult their
respective Chapters and soon word was received by Mr. Jayase—
kera that his proposal had bcen accepted. Discussions were
held at Kandy with the senior monks of the 2 Chapters, and
it was decided to organise a special body called the Weliwitd
Sri Saranankara Sangha Raja Desiyawas Jayanthi Sabha with
Hon'ble A. Ratnayake, then Minister of Home Affairs as
President, Mr. D. P. Jayasekera as Hony. Secretary and Mr.
A.C. L. Ratwatie as Hony. Treasurer and a large number of
prominent Buddhist in and around Kandy as members of the
Committee. Publicity work was started members of the Maha
Sangha of all Nikayas co-operated most warmly. Buddhist
Associations throughout the couniry held pinkamas in their
respective areas, and the National press made valuable contri
butions by reporting news of the pinkamas so well and carried
special articles on Weliwita Sri  Saranankara Sangha Raja's
life and work torevive the Buddha Sasana and learning in this
country. The Pinkama lasted one full year and the Govern
ment of Thailand, when informed of the celebrations sent a
member of the foreign office as special representatice for the
ceremonies scheduled to be beld in Kandy, and at Weliwita,
the birth place of Weliwita Sri Saranankara Sangha Raja. The
Thai representative planted a tree supplied by the Agricultural
department at Wattcwalauwa, where the Sangha Raja had beea
born. A special S day exposition of the Sacred Tooth Ralic
was held at Sri Dalada Maligawa, Kandy, the Diyawadana
Nilame, C. B. Nugawela Dissawa and the Basnayake Nilames
Organised a special perchera, which paraded the streets of
Kandy. A newly made status of Sri Saranankara Saogha Raja
was taken at the end of the perehera. The statue carried
under his hand the special watapotha (fan) which was presented
by King Kirthi Sri Rajasinha asa mark of office of the
Sangha Raja of Sri Lanka. The children of schools in the Kandy
district organised a special Pahan Pinkama by lighting laraps
all round the Kandy lake.  Another special feature of the
celebrations at Kandy was the monks going for Pindapatha
from Malwame and Asgiriva Viharas, the D. R. O. of the

area around Kandy brought lorry loads of alms from their
areas and took their positions along the sireets of Kandy
to serve the mooks who were going on Pindapatha.
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In 1952 Mr. Jayasekera took long leave, for which he was
entitled and went to London at his own expense to see what
Sinhala manuscripts pertaining to the introduction of Upa-
sampata Ordinations from Siam were available in the Library
of the Museum. He found several ola manuscripts, the most
notable among them being a manuscript titled Kirthi Sri Raja
Sinha Warpanawa containing a description of the religious
and meritorious actions of King Kirthi Sri Raja Sinha.

In 1956 Ceylon Government decided to celebrate 2500
years of the Buddha Sasana (Buddha Jayanthi). A large number
of committees were formed to take charge of the many pro.
posals that were made to mark the Buddha Jayanthi. Mr.
Jayasekera was appointed to several committees, such as Sri,
Dalada Maligawa restoration, establishing a Buddhisit Library
and erecting suitable monuments to mark the Buddha Jayan.
thi Mr. Jayasekera was appointed to function as the Hony.
Secretary of the Monuments Committee, its Chairman being
Sir Cyril de Zoysa. Mr. Jayasekera realised that at the time,
there was no Buddhist Vihara in Colombo Fert. He pointed
this out to Sir Cyril de Zoysa and suggested that a Vihara
called Jayanthi Vihara be built in the Fort as a monument
to the Buddha Jayanthi. Sir Cyril de Zoysa, who was at the
time the President of the Y. M. B. A. warmly took up the
suggestion and rather than wait for a new allocation of land
for the propossal by the government, which might have taken
a considerable "time decided to locate the proposed Vihara
on land which had already been allocated to the Y. M. B. A.
for a large building. He called upon the Architect to modify
the plans for the proposed Y. M. B. A. building so as to
accomodate the Jayahthi Vihara on land already allocated by
the Government to the Y. M. B. A. The Architests Messrs
de Silva, Peiris and Panditharatne, did so and designed a
small but an elegant Buddhist Vihara, which is the first Buddhist
Vihara arected in Colombo Fort,

When I was invited by Messrs, E. C. Wijekoon and B. S.
Seneviratne to write an account of the introduction of broad-
casting into this country in 1924, and its development until
a new Broadcasting Department was created in 1949, and I
started collecting information and sought clarification of many
matters, from a npumber of persons who were intimately
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connected with one or another aspect of broadcasting in those
early years, it dawned on me that there were many persons
who had considerable knowledge in fields such as engineering
programmes etc., but had wide knowledge in ether (ficlds
such as culture, religion, education, history etc. which could
have contributed considerably to the growth and lustre of broad
casting in this country if their knowledge and experience had
been properly used. I have, therefore, included the above
last few paregraphs relating events, which have occurred
shortly after 1949 to indicate how broadcasting could have
been affected. [ cannot help thinking that Mr. Jayasekera,
in particular, had been collecting information and planning
events to broaden broadcasting activities as soon as he had
finished his contributions to the major International Tele-
communications Union conferences, which were assigned to
him.

Mr. Jayasekera has had the oppertuntiy of listening to
grand opera at the La Scala in Milan and the Covent Garden
in London and also at the Opera House in Geneva, seeing
Classical bailet classes at the Ballet School of the La Scala
in Milan, seeing the lavish production at the Coleseum
Theatre in London of the Golden Toy, an English version
of the Sanscrit Drama *‘Mrchchakatika', seeing performances
in London and Colombo of the celebrated Indian artistes Ram
Gopal and Ravi Shankar and of Srimathi Mrnlini Sarabhai in
Geneva, and of presenting in Colombo the celebrated Indian
dancer Srimathi Shanta Rao in a programme of Bharatha
Natyam,

This wide and varied experience would have enriched the
Broadcasting Service of Sri Lanka, if the government had
not created a separate Department of Broadcasting in 1949,
but kept the Broadcasting and Telecommnications Services to
gether and separated them from the Postal Services.

In view of the foregoing facts it is mot difficult to unders
tand why Mr. D. P. Jayasekera declined to accept in the new

Broadcasting Departmeat any post lower than that of Additional
Director-General, in 1949,
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I offer my grateful thanks to Mr. D. P. Jayasekera, who
is the most suitable and knowledgable personality available at
present to write a foreward to this publication - *“This is
Colombo Calling” - after reading the manuscript when it
was under preparatjon.

I am very grateful to Mr. Charitha Ratwatte, Secretary,
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Employment, and the Chairman
of the National Youth Services Council of Sri Lanka for the
courtesy and kindmess of supplying to me photegraphs of his
grand-father, Late Sir Cudah Ratwatte, Chief Adigar, his
grand-uncle, Late Mr. Y. B. Ratwatte Dissawe, the former
Diyawadana Nilame, his uncle Late Mr A.C.L. Ratwatte, a
former Mayor of Kandy, aund his father, Late Mr. J. C.
(Patrick) Ratwatte — four eminent personages of this country
who very graciously assisted the Colombo Broadcasting Ssrvice
in 1938 by arranging to send to Colombo troupes of Kandyan
daocers, drummers and singers to make some excellent recor
dings simulating the Kandy Esala Perchera to be sent to the
B.B. C. as requested by it for a special programme it had
arranged and "brosdcast en 23rd August, 1938, and also for his
kind permission to publish the photographs in the present
work,

It is very unfortunate that photographs of our Tamil
artistes could not be included as their whereabouts could not
be traced, but it is noteworthy to emphasise the names of a
few of them, particularly the sisters of certain families as
popular and regular artistes, Karalasinghal sisters, Padmini,
and Nagamma, Kandiah sisters, Manoranjitham and 2 others,
Paramanayagam sisters, Arundathie and Indranee, Sabharati-
nam sisters, Rajeswari and Nageswari, 2 Sherrard sisters,
Kokiladevi (Sinhala, Tamil and Hindusthani) C. E. Maharajih
R. Muttusamy and P. S. Mani Iyenger. An attempt was
made to cuntact Padmini Karalasingham, later known as Mrs.
Pidmini Mahendra on telephone and I was informed that she
had gone abroad. She was later appointed as a member of

the Tamil Programme Committee.

-
My obligations for the Ceylom Radio Times for certain
references and pictures, which are included in this book.
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My sincere thanks and gratifications are due to Messrs.
Muditha Kariyakarawana and Padman Samarawickreme of the
Perali Publishers, Nugegoda, for so kindly undertaking to
publish this book which relates the story of a very important
activity of the government of this country.

Dissananda Printers of Nawala Road, Nugegoda, have
done a good job of work with the least possible delay.

C. L. Pujitha-Gunawardana

23, Sri Maha Bodhi Rd,
Dehiwala;

25th May 1989,

L

Mr. C. L. Pujitha - Gunawardana passed away on 9th
August [989. This book is published posthumously as a
mark of respect to the author by his beloved ones.
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CHAPTER 1

Historical Background to
Commencement of Broadcasting

In the year 1867 James Clark Maxwell made an announce-
ment before the Royal Society that electric waves could travel
with finite velocity, and in 1887, 20 years later, Henrich Rudolpn
Hertz showed that such waves obeyed reflection, interference
and polarisation. It was found that broadcasting was practicable,
and the first Wireless Broadcasting Station was opened in
U.S A. by the American Radio and Research Corporation in 1915.

2. Wireless Broadcasting was initiated in Great Britain
by the Marconi Company in 1920 at Chelmsford, when Dame
Melba created history in Jupe the same year by singing before
a microphone In February 1922 the Marconi Company opened
a new Broadcasting Station in Essex under Capt. P. T. Ekers-
ley. Brcadcasting as 2 means of public entertainment commenced
when the Marconi Company started a Broadcasting Station in
London in May 1922.

3. However, the fact the Postmaster General, United King-
dom had issued Wireless Broadcasting licences only to owners
of wireless receiving apparatus bearing the BBC mark is an
indication that no recognition had been afforded to broadcasting
activities of the Marconi Company.

4. The Report issued by the Broadcasting Committce
appointed in 1935, and presented to the British Parliament by the
Postmaster ‘General by Command of His Majesty in February
1936, states:- .

~Broadcasting in the United Kingdom began in Novem-
ber 1922. The British Broadcasting Company was formed
by the principal British Manufacturers of wireless
apparatus, and the Postmaster General agreed to issue,
at an annual fec of not less than ten shillings, licences
for the use of wireless receiving apparatus bearing the
BBC mark, and to pay the company half the proceeds



Difficulties arose from the use of apparatus not having
the BBC mark and the first comprehensive review of
the scope and - potentitlities of broadcasting was under-
taken in 1923 by a Broadcasting Commitiee appointed
by the late Lord Bentford (the Postmaster General)
under the Chairmanship of Major-General Sir Fredrik
Skyes. Rejectiug alternative suggestions the committec
recommended in their Report (CMD 1951) that the bulk
of the revenue required for the service should be
obtained from the receiving licence fee.”

“Progress was rapid and in 1925 a second committee
was appointed, under the Chairmanship of the Earl
of Crawford and Balcarres, to advise as to the arrange-
ment to be made after the expiry of the company’s
licence at the end of the year 1926. In accordance
with the first of the p.incipal recommendations in the
Crawford’s Report that the Broadcasting Service shall
be conducted by a Public Corporation acting as Trustee
for the national interest and that the status and the
duties should correspond with those of the Public
Service ~ the British Broadcasting Corporation was estab
lished by Royal Charter. The Corporation took over

the service from the Britich Broadcasting Company and
began to operate on Ist Jannary, 1927, under the licence
issued by the Postmaster General."”

“Only two modifications of the Corporation Charter
and licence are in operation by a Royal Supplemental
Charter the Corporation has been empowered to utilise
for capital expenditure the sum set aside to meet
depreciation; and by Supplemental Agreement the share
of the wireless receving licence revenue aecruing to
the Post Office (to defray the cost of licensing system
and other work undertaken in relation to broadcasting)
has been reduced from 12 1/29 to 109,."

“The Broadcasting Service should at all times be
conducted in the best possible manner and to the
best advantage of the people.”

«“The actual Commissioners (Governers) should be
. persons of judgment and independence free from
commitments and they will inspire confidence by
having no other interests to promote than those
in the Public Service.”
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—

There shall be a Chairman of the Corporation who
shall be entitled to preside at meetings. The
Governors hrve a joint. responsibility, not devided
for purposes of departmental supervtsnon and that
they decide, after discussion with the Director General,
upon major matters of policy and finance, but leave
the execution of the policy and the general adminis
tration of the service in all its branches to the
executive officers. The Chief Executive of the Cor-
poration shall be called the Director General '’

“The term ‘transmission’ means sending and receiving.'"

“The term ‘telephone’ means and includes any tele-
graphic. transmitting or receiving instrument used or
intended to be used for the purpose of transmitting
or receiving spoken messages or communications or
music by electricity.”

“The term ‘Broadcast Matter’ means concerts. lectures;
speeches, addresses, weather reports, news, information,
entertainments of any kind or description, and any
other matter transmissionable by wireless telegraphy.”

“The term ‘Station” means a sending and receiving
equipment.’’ } '

“Ihe B.B.C. inaugurated the Empire Broadcasting

Service at Daventry on 19th December. 1932 with 10

hours of transmission daily divided into 6 periods:-

(1) Australia, New Zealand etc. 2 hours hetween 4.30
and 10.30 a.m. G. M. T.

(2) Maiaya and Far East 2 to 3 hours between 11 a.m.

and 2 pm. ]
(3) India, Burma and Ceylon 3 hours between 2 and
Spm. .

(4) South and East Africa, West Africa, British West
Indies 5 1/2 hours between Sand il p.m. E

(5) Canada: New Foundland, West Indies, North and
South America 2 hours between 5 and 11 p.m.

(6) Western Canada 1 hour between 3 and 4 p m.



CHAPTER 2

Backgrouné To The Inauguration Of
Broadcasting In Ceyion

Ceylon Wireless Club: The enthusiasm of the new wonder
spread to Ceylon, and the Ceylon Wircless Clnb was formed
in November, 1922, exactly the same month and year the British
Broadcasting Company began to function in the United Kingdom.
The name of this Socicty was changed in July 1923 to
Ceylon Amateur Radio Society and later to Radio Club of Ceylon
and South India. The founder members of the Club were:-

!. Mr. Lachlan Macrae, the . them Director of Education,
who after retirement from Ceylon Government Service,
joined the B. B.C and took over the appointment of
Station Director, Glasgow Broadcasting, after spending
10 days in Edinburgh.

Mr. J. S. Dinwiddie, a Mercantile magnatc.

Mr. R. F. Dias (later Dr. R. F, Dias) LL. D.

Mr. G. H Jlolliffe, a Planter, I

Me. C A. Hutson. a2 Mercantile Magnatc.

Mr. M S. Rockwood.

Mr A. E. Felasinger and

Mr. M. M P. Gunewardena, Inspector of Telegraphs.

®NO Y s W

This Society rendered valuable services for the cause
of the Colombo Broadcasting Service, It was this society, which
started the printing and publishing of Radio programmes in its
monthly bulietins, which later took the form of the ¢Ceylon
Radio Times”. This society. further assisted the Government
through the medium of its Programme Fund to obtain several
B. B.C Recorded Programmes. and  providing listening-in
facilities at public institutions and hospitals, viz:

Deaf and Blind School, Mt. Lavinia
Hendala Leper Asylum.
Lady Havelock and Ridgeway Hospitai
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Victor:a Home for Incurables,
General Hospital, Colombo,
Eye Hospital, Colombo,

Anti - T. B. Hospital, Colombo,
de Soysa Lying—in Home,

Mental Hospital, Angoda,
Kandy Hospital. etc.

This socicty further organised a radio exhibition in
1930 to provide funds and afford publicity for Broadcasting.

Deliberations by the Government: Under the guidanee of the
Ceylon Wireless Club there was 2 sirong demand by the public
for broadcasting facilities. Steps were taken to meet this demand
and the Government appointed a committez to report whether:-

(1) Broadcasting should be permitted in Ceylos.

(2) Tke operation of broadascasting should be under
the Staie control and

(3) A Board should be uppointed to control broad-
casting.

On the findings of this commiittee, it was decided by
the Government that broadcasting should be undertaken by the
State, znd a Board be appcinted with the Postmester General
as ex-officio Chairman to give ¢ffect to the recommendations
of the committce, The other members of the Board were,
rcpresentatives one each from the Press, Ceylon Wireless Club,
Electrical Trade, Chamber of Commerce and the Police. It
was finally decided to operate broadcasting under the Post
and Telcgraph Department following the example of France,
Germany, Irish Free Siate. Denmark, South Africa and

Queensland.

Rules and Regulaticns under the Telegraph Qrdinance No.
1908: Early in 1923 another committee was appointed by the
Government with the Postmaster General again as ex-officio
Chairman with Hon’ble Mr. M. T. Akbar and Hon'ble Col. E. J.
Hayward, to formulate Rules and Regulations under the
amended Telegraph Ordinance governing the issue of licences
for importation, use and sale of wireless apparatus. The
Rules and Regulations so  drafted were: submitted to the
Government tor sanction and was published in the Goverament
Gazette of 15th June, 1923,



Prof. R. Marrs, Principal, University College, Colombe,
had installed in the Physics Department of the University
College a small wircless apparatus for instructional purposes.
So he made inquiries as to whether any difficulty would be
placed for using the apparatus, under the Telegraph Ordinance.
‘The ensued correspondence is reproduced below:-

Postmaster General's file No D, 98/60
vol. 2 page 279 No. 19131/94006/02
No. 109/1
University College Colombo,
8/9 November, 1923

Sir,
Apparatus for Wireless Telegraphy.

s} have the honour 10 inform you that the Physics Depari-
ment has in its charge a small wireless for instructional
purposes and to enquire whether apy difficulty is likely to
be placed inthe way of the instrument being used for the
purpose  indicated under the amended ““Ceylon Telegraph
Ordinance, 1908'*, a draft of which was published in the Gover-
ment Gazette of June 15. 1929.

2. 1 suggest that under the terms of the amended paragraph 2)
of section 4 of the ordinance Nc 15of 1914 as published in
the Government Gazette referred 1o, it would be sufficient it
the Principal of this college were declared, when the occasion
arises. bea person authorised by the Governor to instal, establish
and maintain or work a telegraphy apparatus in the University

College for instructional purposes.

3. It may perhaps be thought advisable 10 introduce a special
rule or rules covering the use of wireless instuments for
instructional purposes and including special terms as regards
the issue and cost of licences in such cases.

1 am, Sir,
Yuour obedient -servant,
Sgd. R MARRS
Principal, University College
ike Hon'ble the Colonial Secretury




File D 98/60 vol. 2 page 283
Separate paper  in file 26 70/23 '
From the Principal, University College,
Date 9th November, 1923
No, 109
Referred to the Postmaster General to state whether this
case comes under the rules which are at present in draft.

Sgd. C. Clemanti
Colonial Secretary
E, 381
Colonial Secretary’s Office,

Colombo, 15th November, 1923

E, 396
19131/94006/02
The Hon’ble the Colonial Secretary.

Section 4 of the ordinanee No. 15 of 1914 referred to by
the Procipal of the University College has been repealed by
 the amending ordinance No. 100of 1923, which has substituted
a new section providing for the issue of liceaces as prescribed
by the rules made under that ordinance,

2. There will be no difficully placed in the way of the apparatus
already installed in the Physics Department of the University
College for instfuctional purposes being retained to be used,
The committee appointed to make rules considered the letter
of the Principal and was of the opinion that it was not
necessary to frame special rules in regard to the use of
wireless apparatus for instructional purposes and that licences
can be issued for such purposes under the rules already made.

3. The Principal should formally apply for a licence as soon
as the rules framed are published. Stamp duty for licences
may be waived in the case of all Government Departments. I
may be authorised departmentally. :

Sgd. M. S, Sreshta
Postmaster General



Flle No. D 98{60 vol 2
: page 285

81/26970
Colonial Secretary's Office
Colombo 3rd December, 1923
Sir.

With reference to your letter No. 109 dated 9th November
1923, regarding the wireless apparatus in the Physics Depart-
ment of the University College, 1am directed to inform you
that it is not considered necessary to frame special rules in
regard to’ the use of wircless apparatus for instructional purposes
and that licences can be issued for such purposes under the
rules which have been 