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Introduction

October 29, 1952 marked a big day in the history of
Pratt, Kansas, the day KWSK signed on the air. This is the
story of Pratt's first station and the man who built her, Clem
Morgan, from his humble beginnings in the Indian Territory
of Oklahoma to owner and operator of KWSK. It is a story of
triumphs and tragedies, a story of life and of radio in the
good old days.

It was by chance that I got started on the history of both
KWSK and KWNS radio stations. Since owning a computer
and access to the Internet, I was always looking for anything
on both stations, with zero luck. Then one night in August
2010, I found part of a clip that a William J. Young from
Phoenix, Arizona had been hired as the General Manager for
the local radio station. I immediately said to myself, “ My
God, there can’t be two of them!” I worked for the station part-
time and full time from 1968 to 1985, so I knew the Bill
Young I had worked for had came from Phoenix, but that was
in 1963. Well, it kept bugging me that night; so the next day I
called the radio station, still the same phone number, but
now KMMM. A female voice answered the phone and I asked to
speak to the General Manager, upon which I was informed
that I was talking to the General Manager, Lisa Coss. I told
Lisa about what I had found on the Internet and she
laughingly replied that it was a 1963 newspaper clip on their
new website. After talking to Lisa for about 10 minutes, the
conversation turned to the history of KWNS and her inability
to find someone with knowledge of the station and its
history. Having worked at the the station for 17 years, I told
her I might just be the person she was looking for. After work,
I stopped by the station and that late afternoon was born the
idea for a history book of both KWSK, KWNS and a reunion of
the station employees.

For the history of KWNS, that part was going to be
relatively easy. On the other hand, the KWSK history was not
going to be that simple. I had already tried for a long time to
locate any information on the Morgans or KWSK, but without
success. Without the help and personal knowledge of them
and any former employees, I had almost nothing to go on.



So I decided to put KWSK on hold for awhile and begin with
the KWNS history. Once again, Fate had other plans.

One of the KWNS employees I wanted to locate was Bill
Farmer, who I had worked with in the early 70s. So who
better to talk to, then Bill’s cousin Phil Farmer. After getting
Bill’s phone number, I mentioned to Phil my problems at
locating any of the Morgans. Phil replied, “I went to school
with a Mary Morgan, but I can’t remember who she married
right now. Let me go to the house, get a beer, a year book and
I’ll be back”. About 5 minutes later, Phil returned with a cold
beer in one hand and a yearbook in the other and said, “I
remember now, it was Les Gould. I think they live in
Mulvane”. So back home on the computer and
Whitepages.com, shortly I was talking to Mary Gould and in
the next few weeks, all the Morgans. Once again Fate put me
on the path to doing the KWSK history first.

My thanks to Phil Farmer for starting me on the path to
the Morgan family. To all the Morgans for all the pictures,
documents and family information. A special thanks to Clem
Morgan, Jr. for keeping me straight on the technical side of
KWSK. A very special thanks to Margaret Morgan Godfrey for
sharing her memoirs, pictures, documents, patience and
keeping me straight on Clem’s biography. Also thanks to
Larry Waggoner, Lynn McBride, Harry Mansfield, Roger
Bailey, C. Kay Hutchinson and Marsha Brown at the Pratt
Historical Museum. My thanks to the Pratt Tribune, Pratt
College and others for their permission to reprint articles.
Also before I forget, Bob Schimdt, Clem’s partner, who also
kept me straight on the early history in the building of the
station. If I have forgotten to mention anyone, my thanks to
you also, you know who you are.

Finally, thanks to my wife Patty, my bride of 40 years
now, for letting me spend hundreds and hundreds of hours on
the computer and at the Pratt, Great Bend, Wichita libraries
doing research for the books and reunion. She will always be
my “Venus in Blue Jeans”.

Ronald W. Detwiler, “Rocking Ronnie”
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The Life and Times of Clem Morgan, Friends and Family

Clem’s story begins on January 28, 1863 with the birth of his father Eleazar
Lee Morgan. Eleazar was the grandson of Samuel Morgan, who came to the
United States between the 1770s and 1800. Samuel would later become a
plantation owner in Kentucky. His ancestors had moved from Ireland to Wales in
England and finally migrating to the United States. Lee came from Fairfield, Iowa
in the early 1880s with his parents to Harper, Kansas where Lee’s father died in
1885. Sometime after his father’s death, he went to Tribune, Kansas, where he met
and married Etta Frances (Fanny) Smith from Columbus, Ohio in June 1888 and
they returned to make a home in Harper.

On September 16, 1893, Lee left Harper, joining an estimated 100,000
restless people at Cameron, Oklahoma for the famous Cherokee Strip Land Run,
which amounted to more than 6 million acres. When you mention land runs,
everyone thinks of the first land run, the one in 1889 that opened what is today
Oklahoma City. Actually there were five land runs, a land lottery, a land auction
and a Supreme Court decision that combined and created what is today, the state
of Oklahoma. The land run of 1893, the fourth and largest of the five runs,
actually opened more land for settlement then the one in 1889. According to
President Cleveland, “The Run,” would take place at 12 noon on September 16,
1893.

On the day of the run, it was hot and dusty. Dust, whipped by wind and the
shuffling about of 200,000-plus feet, made it unbearable. To add to the misery,
soldiers were doing their best to keep order, to see that no one “jumped the gun.”
Oral tradition claims that a nervous soldier accidentally discharged his gun at
11:55 a.m. and the race was on! 100,000 land hungry pioneers raced for 40,000
homesteads and the valuable town lots available in the Cherokee Outlet Land
Opening. Immigrants from almost every area of the United States and many
foreign countries took part in the run.

By sunset, farms were being established and the cities of Enid, Perry, Alva
and Woodward had risen out of what had been virgin prairie the day before, and
Federal land offices were set up for the filing of claims. There were endless lines
at the federal land offices, and more losers than winners. The Cherokee Strip Land
Run was a tumultuous finale to what many have called the last American frontier.

In the new town of Enid, Lee filed his claim on the SW1/4 of Section
fourteen, Township twenty-nine north, Range eight, west of Indian Meridian in
what would later be known as the town of Manchester. Lee set about immediately




to build a dugout for Fanny and their two children, Morris and Elsie. With the
births of Brant, Millard, Fairy, Clarold and Lela, the family quickly outgrew the
living quarters; so four rooms were added on the hill, making perhaps the first
split-level home.

On July 18, 1896, the Hutchinson Southern Railroad bought 50 feet on
either side of the center of right-of-way, running diagonally through Lee’s
pastureland. April 20, 1901 saw the signing of the town charter. On August 9,
1901, Lee obtained a Warranty Deed and on September 21, 1901, he filed claim
for his property, which was signed by President Theodore Roosevelt and Secretary
F. M. McKean. His patent was received on May 18, 1903. On July 18, 1905, the
north half of west half of SW quarter was sold to J. W. Smith, the town’s lawyer
and it became Manchester’s south addition, thanks to Lee. The present town of
Manchester is located about 20 miles due south of Anthony, Kansas.

Lee and Fanny worked very hard caring for the family. Lee bred, broke and
trained horses, moved houses, maintained roads and raised wheat, which was
milled into flour at the Red Ball Mill, where Lee also worked. Lee also dug a pond
that attracted the townspeople. Candidates from Manchester’s churches were
brought to the pond for baptism. Fanny took care of the family’s food supply.
Clean, fresh straw obtained after harvest was used for bed ticks and goose feathers
were used to make pillows. She also made the family wardrobe and bedding plus
had the duty of “family barber.”

One thing you could say about the Morgan family was that they were merry-
makers with friends and relatives sharing in all of the activities. Outdoor games
were greatly enjoyed, particularly baseball and croquet. All the Morgans were
musicians and made use of violins, guitars, a square grand piano and much
singing, things that would influence and be very helpful to Clem later in life.

Which brings us to Clem. He was born Francis Clem Morgan on April 28,
1906 in Manchester, Oklahoma, his early years of life spent on the farm in
Manchester. Clem and his two younger sisters Delta and Alma were born about
the time the homestead was being further improved by the additions of a well and
cistern. Clem, as he preferred to be called, was the 7th of 11 children, 10 of whom
survived to adulthood.

In approximately 1912 or shortly thereafter, when Clem was about to start
school, the family returned to their previous home of Harper, Kansas where they
had a small farm. The farm was located on what is now East Twelfth Street.
Clem’s father, Eleazar Lee Morgan raised dray horses and ran his own business



as a drayman. A drayman was the driver of a dray, a low flat-bed wagon without
sides, pulled generally by horses or mules that were used for the transport of all
kinds of goods. Today the term is really only used for brewery deliverymen, even
though routine horse-drawn deliveries are almost entirely extinct. Some breweries
still maintain teams of horses and a dray, but these are only used for special
occasions, such as festivals, parades or opening new premises. An example today
would be the Budweiser Brewery and the Clydesdales. The dray or draft horses
raised by Eleazar were probably Shires or Percherons, very popular breeds in the
USA at the time. They are still seen today on some smaller farms in the USA and
Europe, particularly popular with groups such as the Amish and Mennonite
farmers. Eleazar had other wagons for other types of hauling too, such as wheat,
which would naturally have had sides.

Clem attended High School in Harper, Kansas, where he graduated in 1925.
At about the same time he was singing at Harper High School, he and two of his
sisters, Alma and Dot, formed a trio and sang at the churches in the Harper area. It
is not known for sure who accompanied them, but it is thought to have been
Millie Fickle (who would later help Clem on his entry into the State Song
contest). Clem also played his ukulele or mandolin when he was in high school at
Harper, Kansas. One of his frequently performed pieces, remembered by a
gentleman in his 90’s from Wellington, Kansas was “Who Put the Overalls in Mrs.
Murphy’s Chowder?” The song had been penned by George L. Giefer in 1898 and
is considered a classic Irish folk and drinking song due, in large part, to the early
recording by Edward M. Favor in 1901 on Edison Records. Sure, it was a silly
song, but in Clem’s day, it was very popular. Following graduation from Harper,
Clem attended Pittsburgh State Teachers College in Pittsburgh, Kansas. He
attended three full years there, and possibly part of the fourth year. Clem also
entered the sports programs at Pittsburgh State and during his days at PSTC, he
set records in throwing both the discus and shot put. Clem did not finish college
however, because of his father death in May 1926 of a heart attack and so he
returned to Harper, to help his mother support his two younger sisters.

Not a lot is known of Clem’s youthful days, but a few things we do know.
Sometime between 1924 and 1930, he ran a harvest crew from the border of
Mexico to the border of Canada. Also somewhere in this time frame, Clem tested
for a railroad job. It is not known what railroad it was or an exact date, but he was
not hired, because testing revealed, that he was colorblind. He could see some
reds and some yellows, however he could not tell the color of the signal lights. In
addition, during this same period, he would stake out a homestead in New Mexico
with his brother-in-law and sister, Floyd and Fairy Belle Morgan Bledsoe.
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They did not prove out the claim as the Bledsoes returned to Garden City, Kansas
to start their son and daughter in school. Clem stayed one more year, but starved
out, joining the Bledsoes in Garden City.

Clem’s radio career began about 1923 or 1924 in Wichita, Kansas as an
entertainer. During his next 41 years, he was active in Kansas radio, serving in
various capacities, ranging from entertainer to manager, and finally, owner of
KWSK here in Pratt Kansas, which he operated until August 30, 1964 when he
closed the station due to ill health. Clem performed on KFH radio in Wichita,
Kansas, in the 1920s, beginning in 1924 singing and playing many gospel songs.
Clem also performed on a weekly basis with Tex Ritter, and was one-half of the
singing duo Wichita known as the “Flying Cowboys” (having no connection with
Tex Ritter). Clem was known as “Wichita’s Yodeling Cowboy” of the duo,
comprised of Clem and Spencer Quick. Spencer was the brother of Curtis Quick,
an E] Paso aviator, who was a pilot and owned a plane. They would fly back and
forth from Wichita to El Paso and put on live appearances with Tex Ritter and his
group. Tex and his crew would fly into El Paso once a week to perform on a new
radio station KFXH, which went on the air September 1925, and they would
always have Clem sing and perform with them. It is not known if Clem’s time
with Tex was a paying gig or a for-experience gig, but we do know that Clem was
good enough at singing and playing musical instruments (Clem could play the
guitar, banjo, mandolin, bull (bass) fiddle and piano), that Tex Ritter later, in the
1940s offered Clem a job with him back in Hollywood where he probably would
have done very well. Clem turned him down flat, a decision he said he never
regretted. Clem was a very strong family man and his family came first.

The Garden City Years

Clem Morgan, after leaving the homestead in New Mexico, came to Garden
City, courted Melvena Hummer, and they were married on June 7, 1930. To this
marriage, while the Morgans were in Garden City, were born Francis Clem
Morgan, Jr. (October 14, 1932), and Margaret Ann Morgan (August 8, 1938). The
Morgans made their home on West Kansas Avenue.

Margaret was born six weeks premature, weighing in at only 4 Ib. 6 oz.
Margaret was so tiny, Clem said, that he could hold her in his cupped hands and
that her blood veins looked like they were lying in jello. To this day Margaret
considers it an integral part of her testimony that she survived in that time and
place. Remember, this was the Dirty Thirties, and western Kansas and Garden
City were right in the heart of the Dust Bowl. High winds blew dirt quite freely
through cracks in the old houses. Clem, Jr. (Jr.) recalled that they kept wet sheets



over Margaret’s crib so she could breath.

Clem in later years often said he did not believe she would ever see her
second birthday due to the repeated bouts of dust pneumonia she experienced.
Medical miracles were not the norm in Western Kansas during the Dustbowl in
the 1930s; many lives, young and old were lost to dust pneumonia. Nevertheless,
what little Margaret did have going for her was a tradition of faith held by her
parents and grandparents. They were committed Christians and strong believers in
prayer. Margaret to this day believes her survival and life as a healthy child and
adult is due directly to their prayers and faith.

Melvena’s parents, Amanda Melvena (“Mellie”) and Clayton Greenwald
Hummer came to western Kansas from McClouth, Kansas. The previous
generation of Hummers came from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania to Elgin,
Iowa where a large population of the Church of the Brethren had settled following
their migration from Germany, via Holland. They had left Germany to get away
from religious persecution. Members of the Church of the Brethren believed in
baptism by immersion and were commonly known as “dunkards” (Clem himself
was a Methodist). The group also had some connections to the Amish faith.
Amanda was diagnosed with TB, when Melvena was an infant, so the doctors
prescribed the dry air in western Kansas for her. The family traveled by train to
Garden City in 1906 and homesteaded in Finney County, 12 miles north of
Pierceville and just west of the Finney-Ford county line. They moved into Garden
City sometime in the late 1920s following a blizzard, which took many of their
cattle. The final blow was the Great Depression, when the price of cattle fell to a
point, that they could no longer make a living on the farm. Therefore, the family
moved from Pierceville to Garden City and started over.

It was the Great Depression, and for western Kansas, it was the time of the
Great Dust Bowl, the Dirty Thirties. For Clem it was not a good time to be
starting a marriage and family; times were tough and jobs were few and far
between. Clem would have several jobs in Garden City and elsewhere before
helping put KIUL radio (Garden City) on the air. One of his jobs was working on
the ice truck, delivering ice to people to put in their old iceboxes. This was in the
days before refrigeration and people used blocks of ice to keep meats, etc. from
spoiling. People would put cards in the windows of the truck to tell him how
much ice they would need. Hauling blocks of ice was not easy work, as the blocks
were heavy and were carried with heavy metal tongs. Clem stood 6’7” and had
been active at sports and other body building events in college, thus he was up to
the task, but it still was hard work. “Playing dances” was another source of
income and produced an interesting story with it. The Hummers, being



“dunkards,” were very strict in their beliefs and believed dancing was sinful, the
devil’s playground, so would not accept any of the money Clem made playing
dances. He would always put his “wages of sin” on the piano when he got home,
but it was always refused. So he started using the money to buy groceries and
when he brought them home, they were accepted!

Another job Clem had during the Great Depression was working in a gold
mine in Idaho Springs, Colorado. At one point Melvena and little Clem, Jr. were
with him there. Another money-making enterprise he had in Garden City was hand
making and selling guitars, including one he made for himself. With that one
guitar he made for himself, Clem would stand on the street corner sometimes,
playing his guitar and singing and people would make donations. Clem also
sometimes played during the intermission at the movie house in Garden City. In
Margaret Morgan’s memoirs, she wrote, that all her life at home, that guitar was
there. When Clem died in 1965, his widow Agnes gave it to a friend of his and it
went out of the family at that time. A decision Margaret wrote, she has always
regretted.

While Clem’s radio career may have started at KFH in Wichita, Kansas as
an entertainer and on-air personality, it was going to really take off in Garden City
at KIUL. The FCC approved the station license on May 20, 1935. In a letter Clem
wrote to Mr. T. J. Slowie, Secretary of the FCC on October 18, 1949 applying for
a construction permit for a radio station at Pratt, Kansas, he wrote, “Employed at
KIUL Garden City, Kansas from 1936 to 1940 during which time I served as
entertainer, announcer, then as program director, later as salesman announcer, and
finally as Manager for F. D. Conard. During those years of work at KIUL I had
experience at the control’s in the Control room of the station, wrote commercial
copy for the station and was chiefly responsible for the broadcasting of the News
(both Local and Wire news.).”

According to the Radio Annual magazine, which obtained its information
from FCC reports made by the station, Clem had the following positions at the
station. In 1937, Clem was reported as Chief Announcer and Publicity Director. In
1938, he was reported as Station Manager and Publicity Director. In 1939, he was
simply reported as Station Manager. For the year 1940, Clem was station manager
for KIUL, but becoming General Manager for KVGB in March of 1940. For the
year 1936, no official reports have been located, but since this would have been
when he first started at the station, it is assumed that he was probably working
there in the lesser positions at the station as he reported in the letter to the FCC.

The Garden City Broadcasting Company owned KIUL with studios located



at 1210 kilocycles on the dial, a daytime station, going on the air June 20, 1935.
According to the 1938-1939 Variety Annual, the same people that published the
famous Variety magazine, Clem Morgan was Station Manager. Commercial
Manager was Quincy Holmes. Program Director was Keith M. Case. Chief
Engineer was Chester Fouquet. Musical Director was George Goulding. Stock in
the company was held entirely by F. D. Conard and Associates. Frank also had a
partner named O.B. Allen, who was an amateur radio operator that designed and
built all of the transmitter and studio equipment for KIUL. O.B. Allen also owned
the Allard Radio Company, a company that designed and built old-time radio
receivers. Mr. Allen was the first engineer at KIUL. The station is listed as
accepting beer commercials, but no wine or hard liquor. Patent medicines, or
sometimes called “snake oil medicines” were accepted if approved by
management, with all copy subject to station approval.

Some of the other people Clem worked with during his time at KIUL radio
were: Marion Pence, who was in the news department. Marion was a retired Naval
communication specialist. Before teletypes were used as a news source at radio
stations, the news was relayed by Morse code. Marion took down the information
as it came across the wire in code, and then wrote it up for broadcast. Ralph
Childs was an engineer for KIUL, coming to KVGB with Clem as Chief Engineer.
He was drafted at some point while employed at KVGB. Ralph took a great many
family photos for the Morgans, as well as doing all the photography at KVGB.
Dave Wilson also was at KIUL and later worked for Clem at KVGB, eventually
going to KARD-TV channel 3 in Wichita. Dave was known as the Dean of
Western Kansas Newscasters. Quincy Holmes left KIUL and went to work for the
“new” Social Security Administration. Dal Stallard also worked for Clem at
Garden City and Great Bend, leaving KVGB to work in the Kansas City market at
KCKN. At one point, he was manager of the Chamber of Commerce in Kansas

City.

The Variety Annual was usually about 1200 pages thick. One interesting
section was the “Professional Records.” In this section was a Who’s Who in the
radio business of professional big names and others in the business. For the 1937-
1938 annual, Clem was listed as an announcer with various local shows on KIUL
and KFH, Wichita, Kansas, WDAH, El Paso, Texas, KGNO, Dodge City, Kansas,
KRLD, Dallas, Texas, WBAP, Ft. Worth, Texas, KMA, Shenandoah, lowa and
KFBI, Abilene, Kansas. In another section of the Variety Annual were the program
titles sent in by the radio stations, amounting sometimes to as much as 12,000
different programs across the United States. The local programs listed for KIUL
were “The Saw Horse Wranglers,” “Pearl of the Purple Sage,” “Harmony Twins,”
“Mack at the Keyboard,” “Kiddies Revue,” “Rock and Rye,” “The Collegians




Hour,” “The Merchants’ News Review,” “Boys of the Golden West,” “Suzanna at
the Piano,” “Homesteaders,” “Twilight Serenade,” and of course, the daily show
of, “Clem Morgan and Guitar.” Clem’s program was at noon, and he played the
guitar and sang gospel and country and western music. Clem’s theme song was the
“The Cattle Call,” which he sang, including the yodeling, all the time
accompanying himself on the guitar.

One interesting article from the Garden City newspaper appeared in July
19, 1939. According to the article, Frank Conard and Clem Morgan on behalf of
Broadcasting Station KIUL and the Garden City Broadcasting Company requested
that the Board of Commissioners pay the company for the use of the broadcasting
station to broadcast police news and other uses by the city, which heretofore had
not been paid for. Frank Conard was president of the station and Clem was station
manager in 1939. In 1939, the rules were very different on the matter of public
service announcements or PSA’s, as they are known in the broadcast business.
Clem was adamant that radio stations should NOT air public service
announcements free of charge. He’d be amazed at how frequently it’s done today!
Clem would often say time and time again, “Everything we put on the air is in the
public interest, otherwise we do not run it!”

One other enterprise worth noting is Clem’s entry into the Kansas State
Song contest in very late 1935 or in January 1936 to a Native Sons and Daughters
contest. Clem’s entry was called, “Kansas, Queen of the Plains.” The song was
copyrighted in June 1936, and two copies are in the Library of Congress. The
words were written by Clem Morgan, and since Clem never learned to read music,
the arrangement was done by Millie Fickle from Harper.

Between 1915 and 1947, several contests to name a state song took place.
Organizations from the Kansas Author’s Club to the Native Sons and Daughters
offered awards for a song that met their requirements, and numerous songs
appeared before the Kansas legislature without winning approval. By 1934 the
recent popularity of “Home on the Range” brought with it controversy over the
song’s origins.

Music publishers, record companies, and performers paid no royalties to
use the song because the author was unknown. A half-million dollar copyright suit
brought against the National Broadcasting Company and several large music
companies resulted in an investigation into its origins. Conclusive evidence
proved that Dr. Brewster Higley wrote the lyrics and Dan Kelly the music near
Smith Center, Kansas in 1872 or 1873. The state’s claim to this popular song
became more prominent in 1947 when it received the title of the official state song



of Kansas.

When Texas singer Vernon Dalhardt made the first commercial recording of
the song for Brunswick records in 1927, it was a hit and several other singers
recorded the tune over the years. It has been recorded by more than 800 different
people and groups ranging from Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, and Tex Ritter to the
Sons of the Pioneers. President Franklin Roosevelt even declared it his favorite
song in 1932. By 1935, “Home on The Range” was everywhere.

People identified with the personalized versions the same way they felt
attached to their own homesteads. Some may have identified so strongly that they
felt they themselves had created it. In 1935, a couple in Arizona filed suit against
NBC radio and several publishing companies. The couple claimed they had
written the song 30 years earlier. The song was yanked from the airwaves
immediately.

One of the defendants hired a lawyer to confirm the song’s origins. He
traveled through every state west of the Mississippi until a tip led him to Kansas,
specifically to the Kirwin Chief, a Kansas newspaper. In an 1876 edition, he found
a copy of Higley’s original poem, “My Western Home,” with words that closely
matched the lyrics to “Home on the Range.” That discovery closed the case.
Brewster Higley was now officially the song’s author, and it went back to the
radio broadcasters and on the air. It was officially adopted as the state song of
Kansas on June 30, 1947 and is commonly regarded as the unofficial anthem of
the American West.

“Kansas, Queen of the Plains” was written and composed by Clem Morgan
and the "Kansas Dust Song" was written by Clem, but the melody was from a
song named "Beautiful Texas". Unfortunately, no audio recordings are known to
exist according to the Morgan family.

The Great Bend Years

In March of 1940, Clem was hired by Helen Townsley (then the licensee) as
General Manager for KVGB in Great Bend, Kansas. So, the Morgans packed up
and moved from West Kansas Avenue in Garden City to 1411 Morphy Street in
Great Bend, Kansas, thus closing the chapter on the Garden City years.

Again, according to Radio Annual Magazine, in 1940, 1941 and 1942, Clem
is listed as General Manager for radio station KVGB. In 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946,
1947 and 1948 listed as Vice-President and General Manager. In July of 1948,



Clem was hired to come to Hays and construct radio station KAYS.

KVGB radio had its beginnings in the fall of 1936, when a construction
permit was approved by the FCC. The permit was filed by an Emest Edward
Ruehlen, a local grocer in Great Bend. Construction of the station went without a
hitch, and on March 10, 1937, the license was finally approved and KVGB was on
the air. The station went on the air at a frequency of 1370 kilocycles and a
transmitter output of 100 watts, with operating hours of 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven
days a week. The studios were located at the Cork building in downtown Great
Bend, with the transmitter located two miles south on highway #8. In the 1937
Broadcast yearbook, E. E. Ruehlen is listed as owner and Station Manager, Vern
Minor as Commercial and Assistant Manager. Dave Wilson was Advertising
Manager, Earl Brewster was Musical Director and Leo Legleiter as Chief
Engineer. Two others worth noting but not listed are Ray Beals and Edwin S.
“Sam” Pratt. An interesting side note from the 1937 and 1938 yearbooks under
station policies is the note that “No intoxicating liquor advertising accepted.”
Kansas had statewide prohibition from 1881 to 1948, longer than any other state.

Mr. Ruehlen would not own the station long, however. On January 7, 1939,
an application for transfer of license was filed by Helen Townsley, with approval
on May 1, 1939. Miss Townsley was a local businesswoman engaged in
bookkeeping and investments, buying KVGB for $22,353.00. Miss Townsley was
the daughter of William L. Townsley, owner of the Great Bend Daily Tribune and
granddaughter of Judge C. P. Townsley, the founder of the paper in 1876. She
would be President of the station until 1970. Helen died in California on July 2,
1972 of a massive heart attack.

The year 1940 would see several changes at KVGB. That year the station
hours were listed as 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays. In March of
1940, Clem was hired as General Manager, with his first day on the job March 15,
1940. Under Clem’s guidance in 1940, the station power was increased from 100
watts to 250 watts, with a frequency change from 1370 kilocycles to 1400
kilocycles. In 1947, again under Clem’s guidance, the station power was increased
from 250 watts to 5000 watts, with a frequency change from 1400 kilocycles to
1590 kilocycles, where it still is today.

With Clem on board now as General Manager, Helen left Great Bend
March 28 for New York, sailing April 5 for Rio De Janeiro. On April 19, 1940
Helen married James Alan Coogan, who was a United Press International reporter
at the time, in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. James was already a famed reporter. In
1935, he was present in the hallway of the Louisiana State House, when Huey
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Long, Governor of Louisiana was assassinated and was the first reporter to call in
the incident. After his marriage to Helen and return to Great Bend, he
subsequently worked as General Manager for his in-laws newspaper, the Great
Bend Daily Tribune.

March 11, 1940 would also see the formation of the new Kansas State
Radio Network in Wichita, Kansas, with KVGB as one of the founding stations
and Clem on the executive committee. KTSW-Emporia, KFBI-Wichita, KSAL-
Salina and WHB-Kansas City, Missouri would be the other stations. It might be
noted here, that in 1939, KFBI moved from Abilene to Wichita, Kansas. The
network officially started broadcast operations March 16, when it tied into the
Mutual Broadcasting System with Clem closely involved with the new network
and its future development during his time at KVGB. As the new manager of
KVGB, Clem endeavored to see that western Kansas received its full
representation on the new statewide hookup.

The rest of the family moved to Great Bend, Kansas in the late spring of
1940. When they made the move, little Margaret, not even two years old at the
time, couldn’t even see over the back seat of the 1936 Midnight Blue Ford, that
was the family car. For Margaret, remembering the blue Ford was easy, it had
running boards! Autos were much fewer in those times; most families had only
one car, if that. People walked to work, school, church, picture shows, as they
were called at the time, and most anywhere else they wanted to. Larger towns and
cities had bus service and many people lived an entire lifetime without a car, many
never learned to drive including Clem’s second wife, Agnes Austin Morgan, who
had lived for years in Topeka, Kansas. It was a somewhat safer time, certainly a
simpler time, for kids growing up and some of those kids, mostly boys, liked to
“hitch” a ride on the running boards of those old cars. Girls however were not
permitted to do such things. The biggest gripe Margaret had, as a young girl was
the answer she would always get when inquiring as to why she could not do what
Jr., her older brother was doing. “He’s older and he’s a boy!” She said it seemed
like that was all she ever heard. Well, so much for women’s lib at the time!

Then came December 7, 1941, the bombing of Pearl Harbor, a “date which
will live in infamy.” That date marked a life-changing event for all citizens of the
United States, and the Morgan family was no exception. Although Clem, like all
red-blooded males, tried to enlist in the service, he was refused. One reason Clem
was given, as Margaret recalled, was his employment in the radio business, which
during the war was considered an essential industry. Marla remembers him telling
her that the recruiting office said he was too old; Clem would have been 35 years
old at the time he tried to enlist. He had once told Mary that he was “too young for
WWI and too old for WWIL.” For whatever reason, he was not accepted into the
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service. Because of the draft, there was a shortage of manpower for all US
businesses, and KVGB radio was hard hit too. During the war years, he would
sign KVGB on the air at 6 A.M., work through the dinner hour, then come home
and take a nap in the afternoon, then would go back to the station and work until
sign off at midnight. Many times, the Morgan family would spend their evenings
at the station. Clem’s wife, Melvena, would work on the books in her office, while
Clem worked on the air in the control room. Clem, Jr. and Margaret would busy
themselves in the station those evenings, big brother watching over little sister as
best he could. Sometimes they would walk to a nearby drug store to gets malts,
the cool thing to do in those days, which they would take back to the station. One
night Clem cut a record of them saying various things; her contribution was
“Mary had a little lamb.” Very profound, she wrote; but since that was the same
tune Thomas Edison had used for his first recording in 1877, he might agree that,
yes indeed, it was very profound. As the record was being cut, she could see the
wax curl up behind the needle. For Margaret, it was nothing short of a miracle,
Star Wars stuff. When that same simple wax record or platter was played back, lo
and behold, there was her voice cutting back thru the air.

The furnishings of the lobby of KVGB studios were interesting to say the
least, done in the Art Deco style popular at the time. The predominantly red and
black carpet had a modern, geometric circle and rectangle design. Other colors
included in the pattern were lime green and a rose or coral shade. Another way for
Margaret to entertain herself on those evenings, was hopping from circle to circle
on the carpet, earning her the name, “The Spot Hopper”, by some of the
employees of the station. The lobby furnishings had chrome metal arms and legs,
the flat bent style that formed an “S” in profile, and red upholstery that probably
was leather. Hanging in the lobby was a large beautiful black glass electric clock,
some sort of promotional item, also fashioned in a triangular 1930s art deco
design. The letters K-V-G-B were very big and prominent on the clock and
following the big letters, words were spelled out like this: (K)ansas (V)ast (G)rain
(B)elt. The coat rack was also chrome, very late 1930s and early 1940s in style.
Margaret remembered many nights leaving the studios with Mom, Dad and Jr.,
just after midnight sign-off, and as he locked up and went down the hall to the
stairs, Clem, Sr. would always say, “Let’s get out of this firetrap!”

The Great Flood Of 1942

During WW I, anytime you tuned into the newcasts on KVGB, you were
certain to get the latest news of the war. KVGB was licensed, like any other
station, to serve the public interest and in the area of keeping the Great Bend
people up to date with the current news; Clem, KVGB and the newly formed
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Kansas State Radio Network performed that public service very well.

However, beginning on Wednesday April 29, 1942, the surging waters of
the Arkansas River vied for the front-page attention of the Great Bend Tribune and
for the airtime at KVGB with the Japanese Imperial Army advances in Burma and
the Philippines and the victory promises of one Schicklegruber (Adolph Hitler’s
real last name) in Germany. Clem Morgan and KVGB were about to show Great
Bend what a radio station could do.

This was the Great Flood of 1942, the second largest in the history of Great
Bend, eclipsing even the 1921 flood. In Great Bend, the area south of 12th once
more bore the brunt of the damage. Pouring into the city from the southwest, the
river water had, by 3 a.m., Friday, May 1, completely submerged an area bounded
by 10th Street on the north, Jefferson on the east and Washington Street on the
west. At 10 a.m., the current was lapping at the doors of the Schuetz Hardware at
1213 Main. At the Hi-Power filling station located at 10th and Madison, attentants
reported that the waters had risen 2 inches in as many hours. Sandbagging crews
went to work along Main, and by noon, Great Bend’s Main Street resembled a
besieged artillery emplacement. At 10th and Baker, during the height of the flood,
water was standing hip deep and at 11th and Main, motorboats scooted back and
forth rescuing stranded families. Even the Great Bend Municipal Auditorium,
where flooded out families were housed and where the KVGB transmitter was
moved to, was after May 1, ascessible only by rowboat. Before the waters had
receded, over 100 blocks in the city had gone underwater and with it, millions of
dollars in property damage.

Heavy rains in late April in western Kansas had swollen the mighty
Arkansas River, but not to the point of flooding, by any means. The Great Flood
of 1942 would be the end product of intense rainfall combined with heavy
snowmelt runoff on Thursday, April 23 and Friday, April 24, 1942 in the
Purgatorie Basin in Colorado. According to the United States Bureau of the
Interior at the time, this type of flooding could be expected every 20 to 40 years
and since the last flood was in 1921, it appears that maybe they knew what they
were talking about.

The Purgatorie River is a river in southeastern Colorado, known locally as
the Purgatory River or the Picketwire River. The Purgatorie River originates at the
confluence of the North Fork Purgatorie River and Middle Fork Purgatorie River
near Weston in Las Animas County, Colorado and flows generally east-northeast
ward approximately 196 miles to a confluence with the Arkansas River in what is
now, the John Martin Reservior State Park near Las Animas, Colorado, draining

13




an area of 3,447 square miles.

The Great Flood of 1942 probably would have never occurred, if the
Caddoa Dam Project and the resulting John Martin Reservior had been finished
and in operation. In 1939, Congress passed legislation that assigned the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers with providing flood protection for the public’s safety,
but due to World War 11, it wasn’t until 1946, when the project was back on track
and finally completed in 1948. The length of the dam would end up being 2.6
miles long with a height of 118 feet with a drainage area of 18,913 square miles.

As mentioned before, the first effects of the flood were felt in the Purgatorie
Basin starting on April 23 and 24, 1942. By Sunday, April 26, the floodwaters had
reached Garden City and U.S. Highway 83 was flooded to a depth of about two
feet. By Wednesday, April 29, the flood had crested at Dodge City and was
already headed into Great Bend.

During this time, the only source of information was radio. In 1942, there
were no scanners to monitor the police channels, no computers, no cell phones
and no internet. There were also no TV’s at all; Kansas would not even have its
first TV station until July 1, 1953, when KTVH in Wichita went on the air. The
Great Bend Tribune, was of course, a daily paper, but at the end of the day, it was
old news. So if you wanted the most current flood news and updates, the only
game in town was radio. For listeners in the coming flooded areas, there was
KIUL in Garden City at 100 watts, KGNO in Dodge City at 1000 watts and
KVGB in Great Bend at 250 watts. The next closest stations were in Hutchinson
and Wichita, all downsteam of the Arkansas River in Great Bend.

Clem was fully aware of the coming flood waters that had started back in
Colorado and was just as fully aware that the transmitter site 2 miles south of
town, would be without a doubt, flooded out, putting KVGB off the air and Great
Bend losing its life blood of information and entertainment. (Clem would not be
so lucky with the Great Flood of 1957 in Pratt and KWSK. That flood being an
overnight downpour event, giving Clem no warning.) Clem chose not to move the
transmitter until the last moment to the City Municipal Auditorium, because once
it was there and connected to a simply long wire antenna, it’s coverage area would
be greatly reduced from a radius of 30 to 40 miles to less than half. Finally,
sometime on Wednesday, April 29, according to Jr., once the river started coming
up, Clem gave the order to KVGB Chief Engineer Leo Legleiter and the
engineering crew to move the transmitter to town. To the back of Clem’s 1936
Ford, they attached a trailer, went to the transmitter site and loaded all the
equipment on the trailer. Just the 250-watt transmitter by itself would be in excess
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of 1000 lbs. Leo and the crew crossed the river coming back into town just as the
bridge went underwater right behind them.

Unfortunately, in 1942, there were also no cell phones either, so no one was
able to contact Clarence Evans, another engineer for KVGB. Clarence had been in
Wichita since the first of the week, trying to make connections to enlist with the
Armed Forces. Clarence being unsuccessful, returned to Great Bend on the south
side of the Arkansas River, where according to earlier plans, he was to work at the
transmitter house. Clarence arrived at the site on Thursday, April 30 at 2:30 a.m.
in the morning and found the entire tract under several feet of water and no
transmitter. Remember, the transmitter site was only 2 miles south of Great Bend,
but because of the rising flood waters, to get back to Great Bend, he was forced to
continue his trip by way of St. John, Sterling and Lyons, a total of 120 miles. Two
to three hours later, Clarence was back in Great Bend, on the north side of the
river now, and at the high and dry KVGB studios on the second floor of the Cork
Building, no doubt being filled in by Leo and or Clem on the location of the “lost”
transmitter and the current situation.

Records at the Great Bend Police Station indicate that the water had started
to recede there about one inch at 2:35 a.m. on Saturday, May 2. On a funny note, it
appears from the papers of the time, that the locals were not only being
entertained by KVGB radio, but also by frogs in the heart of the residental and
business sections, which everynight, kept up a very loud and full-throated chorus!
Once in a while, even the deep croak of a large frog could be heard cutting the
night air adding to the chorus line of music. On a further homurous note,
according to the Great Bend Tribune, dated May 2, 1942, the most requested song
called into the KVGB studios during the flood was “River Stay Away From My
Door”! Ah, small town humor, you got to love it! Thanks to the foresight and
management decisions on Clem’s part, KVGB was never off the air and Great
Bend residents were not without a vital source of comfort and information.

As mentioned earlier, Clem worked very long hours during the war years
due to the shortage of manpower. One person he hired August 12, 1943 and
trained was a high school boy named Joe Neidig. Joe later had an afternoon show
called, “Joe Knight’s Tulsa Ballroom” on KRMG radio (located in the Philtower)
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Joe later moved on to WFBR in Baltimore, Maryland doing a
show from 5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m., still using the air name of Joe Knight, billing
himself as a stone age Dick Clark. Joe would remain in touch with Clem all his
years in radio. One of the engineers Clem hired in 1943, was Glenn Barnett. Clem,
Sr. and Glenn would later work together at KAYS in Hays. Glenn went on to build
KWXY in Palm Springs, California in 1964. Glen sold the AM side of KWXY on

15




on December 4, 2007 for 7.5 million dollars. As of the writing of this paragraph,
March 27, 2011, Glen is still running Glen Bamett, Inc. in Palm Springs. In later
years, Clem, Jr. worked at KWXY for about a decade full time, later part time as a
consultant.

The reality of living in a country at war was quite a contrast to peacetime.
Rationing was put in place. Gas cards were issued as A, B or C. Clem had a C
ration card, which was the highest allotment of gas per month, because of his
occupation in the broadcasting business, which was considered an essential
industry during the war. Included also in the rationing were meat, sugar, coffee,
shoes, gasoline and butter, among other things. Although not rationed, fabric was
in short supply due to the need for the mills to run the cloth necessary for the
service uniforms. Flour sacks were used as fabric for a variety of items. People
darned their socks when they wore a hole in them, as they had to last.

People saved everything they could, and this was the generation that knew
how because they were just barely out of the Great Depression when the practice
had been: “Use it up, wear it out, make it do, or do without.” Specific items saved
included cooking grease (used in munitions), tinfoil — probably used to make more
metals, string — big balls of string and no one seems to know why or how it was
used. Venturing a guess, if the technology were there I suppose string could have
been modified and woven into cloth to help with the need for uniforms.

As with any radio station at the time, KVGB had many shows and
programs, some live from the station studios and done by local personalities. One
was “The Range Riders,” a live band presentation from the big studio daily,
Monday to Friday. Clem played bull fiddle (bass) for the band and probably
helped with the singing. Margaret recalls the program came on about the time she
was dismissed from grade school. She would walk up to the studios and go into
Clem’s office. From there, she could watch the Range Riders perform through the
large soundproof window between his office and the big studio. At 4PM each
weekday afternoon was a record show titled, “Let’s Dance” and the theme song of
the same title was played by Les Brown and his Band of Renown.

One of the most remembered kid’s shows on KVGB radio was the “Sammy
Duck Show.” The show was the brainchild of Ray Beals and Sam Pratt, both hired
by Mr. Ruehlen when the station went on the air in 1937. Edwin S. “Sam” Pratt or
“Sargeant Sammy”, a local Great Bend policeman, could mimic Donald Duck
with stunning accuracy, and was tapped as the show’s host. Pratt lived at the
corner of Park and Hubbard or 1323 Hubbard and was married to a woman named
Nellie, who worked as a clerk at Komarek Jewelry Company.
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The show would have a run that went from when the station first went on
the air to July 5, 1961. The show was so popular that Ray and Sammy made
personal appearances at birthday parties and social functions, signed autographs
and even received fan mail. They were recognized on sight even though they were
on the radio and not television. Ray Beals recalled, * It was a simple format. We’d
start off with the musical theme (the toy piano Minuet). The kids always wanted to
be on the show. I’d hold a kid on my lap in the control room, and Sammy Duck
would talk over my shoulder.” Sammy Duck was the host of the show and over
the years would have several sidekicks, one of which was Clem Morgan. Clem
was known on the show as “Uncle Fudd”, no relation to Elmer Fudd. Uncle Fudd
of course had a long running feud with Sammy, which neither was going to win.
Clem was on the air early momings and he and “the duck” kept up a dialogue.
Clem would complain about finding duck feathers all over his turntables or in his
control room that morning. Sammy, in turn would “quack back” at him during the
afternoon show. This usually generated some calls from the young listeners,
instructing Clem not to harm Sammy. Another remembered sidekick was Harry
Wright, a KVGB announcer, who billed himself as “Uncle Harry.” The longest
running sidekick on the show of course was Ray Beals himself, who was known
as “Uncle Ray.” Ray would run the controls and sometimes played piano, either
solos or accompanied by Clem on guitar. Ray would read requests from kids and
others who wrote in to ask for certain tunes or to have someone wished a happy
birthday. Pratt said, “ If it was their birthday, I’d quack so many times for them.
They liked that.” Pratt stood behind Ray and leaned over him to quack into the
mike in the control room. Pratt would do other animated voices as well as jokes
and other comedic routines. The station had a large duck head that Pratt put over
his head for pictures. However, he never wore it during the show, which was on
late afternoons Monday to Friday after school. Moms would also bring the kids to
the studio to watch the “Sammy Duck Show.” Instead of seeing a duck at the
microphone, the children saw Sam Pratt, quacking into the mike.

Another air personality hired by Clem in 1940 was Emie Margheim,
otherwise known in the Great Bend area and on the air as the “Sunflower
Wrangler.” Ernie came to KVGB radio sometime in early 1940, just out of high
school, after having auditioned at various radio stations in the area. Ernie was a
huge fan of Bob Wills, so I am sure he and Clem hit it off right from the start. At
the station, he hooked up with Harry Wright, known as the “The Lone Star
Yodeler.” Harry came to Great Bend one year with a traveling medicine show and
decided to stay. Harry played a mahogany Martin guitar and his theme song (every
act had one in those days) was “The Old Oaken Bucket.” Emie was featured on
the “Moming Farm Hour” from 1940 to 1941. The show was heard daily over
KVGB at 6:30 a.m. During the show, the music would be interrupted once in a

17




while with market information from the Kansas State Radio Network, which was
wired into the station from WFH in Kansas City, Missouri. The performers on the
“Morning Farm Hour” included Harry Wright, the announcer for the show as well
as guitar player. Ernie was on lead guitar and did the vocals. Norton Ross played
the clarinet and occasionally they would have an accordion player join them, who
was none other than Clem. Ernie also had his own 15 minute radio program that
aired over KVGB on Saturday afternoons. The show was on the air when Emie
was just in high school. This would have been when the station first went on the
air in 1937 and before Clem’s appearance as General Manager in 1940. It was a
solo show where he accompanied himself on the guitar and did vocal and
yodeling numbers that were popular in that era.

Emie also played with a group known as the “Smoky Valley Boys.” The
band would do occasional programs over KVGB, but apparently the full band
would not appear, perhaps only a fiddle group, a total of five musicians. Band
members included Alex Ehrlich on fiddle and saxophone; he was also the leader
of the band. Johnnie Ochs was on the saxophone. Ben Ehrlich did vocals,
harmony fiddle and the saxophone. The band had a piano player named Barnie.
Ernie was on lead guitar and also doing vocals. George LaOrange was the band’s
drummer. Once in a while, Melvin Vink joined them on guitar, and occasionally
Clem couldn’t help himself and would be in on the act.

When Emie Margheim was performing as the “Sunflower Wrangler” on
stage or on the air sometimes, he wore a gold color satin western shirt with trim,
accompanied by a wine colored cowboy neckerchief, cowboy boots, and of
course, a large ten gallon silver gray cowboy hat. Emie back then stood six feet
tall and tipped the scales at 155 pounds.

Additionally there were network shows carried by MBS, or the Mutual
Broadcasting System. A family favorite was “Fibber McGee and Molly”, along
with “The Jack Benny Show” and “The Red Skelton Show.” The Morgan family
radio was tuned into KVGB radio from 6 a.m. to midnight every day. The only
exception may have been on Saturday nights, when Clem would listen to the
Saturday Night Barn dance. It is not known if it was on MBS or if he actually
changed the station, something he was seldom known to do!

In addition to Pearl Harbor, the war years spend living in Great Bend would
bring two more big changes for Clem. The first would be the birth of Mary
Martha Morgan on October 23, 1943, and that of Marla Marie Morgan on
December 27, 1944. When Mary was born, Melvena would give up being
bookkeeper for KVGB. For Margaret, it would be a profound change too -- not
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only was she no longer the youngest child, nor the only girl, but now she had two
younger siblings, both sisters. During the war, wages were frozen, so now with
the births of Mary and Marla, Clem needed additional income. One way he earned
it was to contract the popular bands of the day and rent the city auditorium for a
night. He would have tickets printed and hold dances to live music.

In May of 1946, the Morgan tribe moved to 19th street in Great Bend and
bought a two-story house on a corner, a white house with red shutters. All the
shutters had a quarter-moon cutout, which Melvena just loved, and Margaret was
totally awed by them. Grandpa Hummer came that spring from Garden City,
made, installed and painted a white picket fence. Margaret remembered him
making the individual pickets by hand with a handsaw, and putting creosote on
the posts. This would also be the last time she would see her grandfather. Later
that year, he made a trip back to Elgin, Illinois to visit with relatives, but became
ill on the train coming home. He did get back to Garden City and was in the
hospital for treatment of a gall bladder condition when his heart “gave out,” as
they said in those days, and died.

The house was located a block south of a big park where the Municipal
Swimming Pool was located. Also in that park was a fenced in duck pond and a
number of ponds, or lagoons as they were called. The Morgans had a red cocker
spaniel, named Brucie that someone had given to Jr. That dog loved to swim in
the lagoons when he wasn’t busy patrolling the fence. Brucie tolerated all of the
Morgan girls, but absolutely adored Jr. When the original owners wanted Brucie
back, they gave him to them, but he wouldn’t stay home, he just kept coming back
and would immediately start looking for Jr. The house came with four lots, a
detached garage and a “shed,” which became Melvena’s chicken coop. She raised
banty chickens, and it was Margaret’s lot in life to feed the chickens in the
morning. Well, with any chicken coop worth its salt, you have to have a crabby
old rooster and this one didn’t much care for Margaret trespassing into his holy
territory, food or not. To Margaret’s young eyes, he had spurs that looked about 6
inches long, and the Lord of the Castle would chase her back over the fence every
morning. To this day, Margaret does not much care for chickens or trips to KFC!
That first summer on 19th street Clem hand dug a large garden area and planted
rows of Swiss chard, potatoes and tomatoes. It is not remembered if he planted
other vegetables or not, but the Morgans still remember the wonderful taste of
BLT’s made with those home grown tomatoes. They had their own well, so water
for the garden was no problem and Clem laid his garden out with trenches
between the rows, so he could irrigate them easily.

The house was an old two-story house with one bedroom, living room,
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dining room, kitchen, bath and laundry area on the first floor. Upstairs was one
large finished bedroom and before long, Clem had finished out two more
bedrooms, one for Jr. and one for Margaret. (Besides being gifted in music, Clem
was an accomplished carpenter as well.) At first having her own room did not set
well with Margaret, as she was by now accustomed to sharing a room with two
sisters. She was scared to sleep alone at first, but after discovering the advantages
of having her own space, the fear passed quickly. The remodeling also included
redecorating the downstairs. They had a big dining room with an oval table and
matching buffet where they ate all their meals. The kitchen contained an old
enamel topped table and chairs, refrigerator and Melvena’s coal oil stove. It was
the old fashioned style in a soft green, with four burners and the oven at the same
height. The stove was open underneath, sitting up on legs. One of the chores
either Jr. or Margaret had often was to walk to a store about a block away and fill
the kerosene can. And by the way, the same kerosene was used in a homemade
cough medicine, made by filling a teaspoon with sugar and a few drops of
kerosene on the top. Another home remedy was honey with finely chopped
onions. This bit of medicine was good for a sore throat and cough.

Periodically Clem would go to either the Kansas Association of
Broadcasters and or the National Association of Broadcasters conventions. There
are no records to show that Clem ever held an office in either association. The
only Pratt radio station owner to hold an office to date for the Kansas Association
of Broadcasters is Don O’Malley. Don would serve as President for the year 1977
to 1978 and as Secretary-Treasurer for the year 1973 to 1974. Clem would always
take the train to the conventions and he always carried his leather suitcase. When
he got back home, his clothes always smelled of the coal-powered steam engines.
The trip probably most remembered would be when he attended the KAB,
February 1944, in Kansas City. While Clem was there, he bought an upright grand
piano and had it shipped to Great Bend. When the piano arrived, Margaret started
taking piano lessons and continued with the lessons until they moved to Hays in
1948.

One especially remembered convention happened on February 21, 1944,
the 12th District Meeting of the NAB held that year in Tulsa, when Mary was four
months old. While Clem was away at the convention, Melvena suffered a “sick
headache” as migraines were called back then. When she had one of these
headaches it usually meant about three days in a darkened room and she could not
hold any food down. Clem, Jr. would stay home from school to take care of his
two sisters. Before Clem, Sr. returned home from the convention, Melvena’s milk
dried up because she could not even hold water down, and was unable to nurse
Mary. Jr. and Margaret started giving Mary water and orange juice, which
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probably kept her alive, and from dehydrating. As time went on however, Mary
was not happy with the offerings and things started getting scary. But, like the
cavalry, Clem arrived just in the nick of time and had a doctor in the house within
minutes (a doctor just happened to live in the next block...and yes, doctors made
house calls back in the good ol’ days.) And before you knew it, Doc Clem was in
the kitchen making formula! Who knew he could make formula??? Baby formula
did not come canned by the case; it was a complicated formula that included milk
and Karo syrup, cooking, sterilizing and sometimes a little help to get the baby to
drink it! When Clem was at home and Melvena had a migraine, he would often
make her a hot toddy, which surprisingly always helped. It seems strange that for
a condition that today is medicated with a vasoconstrictor, a vasodilator (booze)
helped the condition. In an “all’s well that ends well story,” Mary survived the
homebrew formulas, Melvena recovered from her headache (with perhaps the
help of a little bourbon), and Jr. and Margaret got to go back to school!

Another job young Margaret had when growing up was to coordinate ties
for her dad. As you may recall, Clem was colorblind. He would hold up a tie and
ask her, “What color is this?” then promptly would ask her, “Will it go with these
socks?” Because of this problem, he always chose browns or greens for his
clothing. Clem always wore a dress shirt and tie to the office until 1960, when he
started wearing short-sleeved white shirts with the collar open in the summer
months. All of Clem’s suits and his trench coat were of necessity custom tailored
to his size, until the very late 50s, when he was able to purchase “off the rack”
from a King-Size store in Oklahoma City. Shortly after that, Brick’s Mens Store
in Wichita began carrying tall and extra-long sizes. He was even able to purchase
a ready-made white dinner jacket, which he needed for Mary’s wedding to Les
Gould in March, 1963.

During the war, Clem bought a 1941 Buick Special, a black 4-door. When
Clem and Melvena bought the house on 19th street, they sold the Buick and both
walked to work daily, about a 6-block trip one-way. After the birth of Mary and
Marla, Melvena quit her job as bookkeeper for KVGB and started her own
business. She operated a record store, aptly named the “The Record Shop.” The
store was located downstairs and a few doors west of the KVGB studios and
offices. It was a thriving business for Melvena and she loved it. Mr. and Mrs.
Myers, some retired next door neighbors, were hired to ride herd on the kids that
were at home.

Jr. was already working and bought his first “car,” a Model T truck, while

they lived there. Jr.’s job career would progress from paperboy, throwing the
Great Bend Tribune, to working in the pressroom of the paper. Margaret would sit
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and watch him fold the papers, then Jr. would ride his bike, which he had
equipped with bags to carry the folded papers, pitching the papers as he rode by
the houses. Jr. also had a little black and white rat terrier named “Nicky.” In
Margaret’s memoirs she wrote, “I don’t remember how long we had Nicky, but
I’ll never forget when he took distemper and died. He was a cute little dog and it
hurt to lose him.” Like any young boy, Jr. had some buddies, Larry, Scotty and
Bob, who it seemed like were always around. They did “guy stuff” and not only
was Margaret not included, but she was specifically EXcluded. Margaret would
later have her revenge in Hays with the “The Polly Pigtails Club,” a girls- ONLY
club!

The Star Grocery Store, just across the street from the KVGB studios is
where the Morgans bought their groceries. Melvena would call in her orders most
of the time and they would deliver them later that day. Sometimes when she
needed something sooner, Margaret and her trusty steed (a bicycle with a basket
on the front) would run the errand of mercy to the grocery store and bring home
the items. Another business near the studios, that the Morgans would patronize
from time to time was a local café named the “The Blue Goose Café.”

While living in Great Bend, Melvena discovered a lump that ultimately
proved to be breast cancer, a battle that finally ended on February 28, 1957 at
3:30 P.M. at the Donley Hospital (now the Donley Clinic) in Kingman, Kansas.

May 8, 1945, Clem personally went on the air at KVGB to announce VE
day, the end of the war in Europe. August 14, 1945, he would also announce to
the people of the Great Bend area, VJ day, marking the end of World War 2, and a
day of celebration for the world and the Morgans. After the war ended and
employees were available, several came back to the jobs they had held before the
war. That in turn meant more regular hours for the Morgan family. Clem still went
to work early, but now was home in time for supper and home for the evenings.

Mary and Marla were preschoolers and spent their days doing “little girl”
stuff. Margaret recalls a red wagon and some dolls. Melvena acquired an RCA
Victor phonograph through the Record Shop she owned, and the “Little Ones,” as
Margaret would sometimes call little Mary and Marla, had their own children’s
albums. One particular album Margaret said she will never forget (although God
knows she has tried) was called, “The Churkendoose”-- part chicken, turkey, duck
and goose. It seems, the “Little Ones” would play it over and over and over, much
to Margaret’s displeasure, and the delight of Mary and Marla! The Morgan family
also had quite a collection of 78 rpm records (Melvena’s Record Shop!).
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The collection consisted of "big band music" and of course Clem’s favorite, Bob
Wills. The Morgan children all loved Bob Wills’ music and still do. Bob recorded
a song named “Roly Poly” that became a favorite of Mary’s. They would play the
record over and over for her. Later at the 1963 KWSK Farm and Home Show,
Clem would have Johnny Lee Wills (Bob Wills younger brother) perform for the
show.

Speaking of the “Little Ones,” if you were growing up in the 1940s and
50s, you almost certainly had a nickname bestowed upon you by someone. If you
did not have a nickname, well, you were just not cool. The author of this book had
the nickname, “The Prince” given to me by my grandfather and the more common
nickname of “Obie” laid on me by my uncle Homer. The term the “Little Ones”
began when Clem would refer to Mary and Marla as the “Wee Ones,” which later
evolved into the “Little Ones.” All the other Morgans used that term when
referring to the two youngest members of the house, Mary and Marla. They all
had nicknames. Clem, Jr. was called “Junie” by the others and “Butch” by his
dad. Jr. called Margaret “Marzit,” stemming from her trouble as a youngster in
Garden City, trying to learn the language and finding the most difficult word to
learn to pronounce was her name. Clem named her “Pip Squeak,” later shortening
it to just “Pip.” Mary got the nickname “Pretty Baby” from her dad. When Mary
was a baby, Clem would carry her around, hold her up to a mirror to see her
reflection and say, “See pretty baby.” When Marla came along, Clem would also
hold her up to a mirror and say the same thing. According to Clem, Mary would
just look up at him with that “are you crazy?”’ look on her face. Clem changed it
to “See teeny baby.” It appears that Mary was happy with that one and “Teeny”
became Marla’s nickname.

October 21, 1946 was the start of the National Broadcasters Convention in
Chicago and of course, Clem was there, and as seemed to be his luck, while he
was away at a convention, something was going to occur back home. This time it
would be a major ice storm, tree limbs breaking under the load of the ice and
taking down power lines as well. With the loss of power, was the loss of lighting,
which was substituted for at night by kerosene lamps. The Morgans had a water
well with an electric pump, so no power, no water. How they managed the water
problem is not known. The furnace was natural gas, but apparently did not need
power to function, so heating the house was not a problem. The power loss was at
best only a few days, and apparently, no real emergencies came up, no need for
the cavalry this time.

Back in 1948, boxing was also a major sporting event. Back then, there
were no TV stations yet in Kansas, no TV sets in homes. The blow by blow fights
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were carried only on the radio stations. On the night of June 25 was a much-
awaited fight, a rematch between Joe Louis and Jersey Joe Walcott. On December
5, 1947, Walcott fought Joe Louis, at thirty three years of age, breaking the record
as the oldest man to fight for the world heavyweight title. Despite dropping Louis
in round one, and once again in round four, he lost a 15 round split decision with
the crowd booing. Most ringside observers and boxing writers felt Walcott
deserved the win, and so there was a rematch on June 25, 1948, when Louis
prevailed once again, this time by a knockout in round 11. So many calls came
into the station, that Clem, under the gun, in that days paper, the day of the fight,
announced that KVGB would not have a ringside broadcast of the fight that night.
“However,” Morgan added, “we will have a blow-by-blow account of the fight
through our regular news channels.” Its appeared that ABC, who had secured
exclusive rights, refused to permit any stations belonging to other networks, other
than its own, to pick up its exclusive transmission from the ringside. With KVGB
tied into the Mutual Network, all the listeners got that night was second potatoes.
The listeners that night missed what was usually a ringside announced fight and
little did they know it that night, Joe Louis’ last fight. Louis would not defend his
title again before announcing his retirement from boxing on March 1, 1949.

When Clem and Melvena brought the house on 19th street in May of 1946,
it was with the idea; that they would be buying KVGB radio, where Clem was
Vice President and General Manager. Clem had made an offer to purchase the
station, the offer was accepted and he set about securing financing for the
purchase. Apparently, a deal had been struck, but at the last minute the owner,
Helen Townsley, now Helen Townsley Coogan (she had hired Clem in March
1940 as General Manager) got cold feet and reneged on the deal. Clem, not
thinking too highly of the situation and certainly not wanting to work for KVGB
any longer, decided to go to Hays, Kansas and help get Hays’ first radio station,
KAYS, on the air. Clem resigned on Monday July 12, 1948 with Grover Cobb
from KIMV-FM in Hutchinson taking over on July 19.

The Hays Period

In the summer of 1948, the Morgans made the move to Hays into a brand
new frame bungalow house. The houses were built initially for the returning Gls,
but they were so well received, the contactors kept on building them. It was the
typical two-bedroom, one bath-frame house of the late 1940s. With a full
basement to be finished off, Clem soon had a four-bedroom residence at 210 East
18th Street in Hays. One of the first things he did was to dig a garden and plant
vegetables in the back yard. A new experience for Clem would be putting in a
yard, since this was a new house, and no yard, just bare ground and weeds. Clem
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planted buffalo grass because of the arid conditions in Kansas. It required less
water and if you could ever get it established, it is a very tough grass.

One of the new neighbors were Mr. and Mrs. Snyder, an older couple who
lived in a corner house, a block south and across the side street from the Morgans.
Mrs. Snyder was bed ridden and Margaret was encouraged by her mother to visit
with her from time to time. Mrs. Snyder had a little bell on her bed and when she
needed her husband, she would ring that little bell. It seems her husband was quite
a gardener and would go around the neighborhood selling fresh vegetables.

One day they received news of her passing and Melvena told Margaret to
bake a cake and take it over to the family. As fate sometimes has its way, Margaret
was introduced to the Snyder’s daughter, Mrs. Veda Venneberg and their grand
daughter, Mary Penn Venneberg. Little did she know that chance meeting was
going to produce a friendship that has lasted now for 60 plus years.

Mary Penn and Margaret soon discovered they both attended the First
Methodist Church in Hays and both would be students at the nearby elementary
school in September 1948, although she would be a sixth grader and Margaret
would be in the fifth grade. Not long after the beginning of fall semester, Margaret
received an invitation from Mary Penn to come to her house after school one
evening to a meeting of a girls-only club she was establishing, “The Polly Pigtails
Club.” It was at this meeting she learned that Mary Penn lived in the country and
that her parents were wheat farmers. Fortunately for Margaret, she had previously
been introduced to outdoor plumbing (outhouses) and knew all too well the drill.

As the school year progressed, Mary Penn and Margaret spent more time
together at club meetings, school and Sunday school. Soon they started attending
Sunday afternoon matinees at the brand new Fox Theater in Hays. The late 1940s
was the heyday of the big motion picture musicals, and these two little star-struck
girls, loved every minute of them. They often would go to the “first show” about
Ip.m. and stay through the “second show” immediately following. The girls
learned every song they heard in the movies and sing those songs they did. When
school was dismissed for the summer in 1949, Mary Penn and Margaret still
managed to spend a great deal of time together. The Venneberg farm was about a
half mile north of the Hays City limits, up a white rock country road. It was tough
going, but Margaret would ride her bicycle to the farm, pump Mary back to town
and they would go swimming or to a movie or whatever. Margaret would pump
her back to the farm and then ride back home herself. When harvest started that
year, Margaret spent most of her days and some nights at the Venneberg farm,
working in the kitchen, helping prepare and serve meals to the farm hands,
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both dinner and supper.

The next school year, 1949, found Margaret still in elementary school,
while Mary Penn started 7th grade at Hays High School. Margaret was in 6th
grade and had one more year at the elementary school, Jr. was in his junior year of
high school, and Mary was in first grade, while Marla started kindergarten. (Mary
remembers that Marla was not thrilled with kindergarten, and the first or second
day decided she’d had enough school and struck out for home at recess. She was
intercepted and returned to school, but her remaining there was iffy for a while!)
At school, Margaret spent a lot of time with friends from her class, but on
weekends Margaret and Mary Penn would attend Sunday school together and then
usually went to the Sunday afternoon movie.

The year went by, and the next fall found her at Hays High School, the
junior and senior high, being in the same building. Per plan, Mary Penn and
Margaret were locker mates and she helped smooth the way for her getting
accustomed to the new routine of changing classrooms every hour. Jr. was a senior
that year of 1950 and for the first and last time in their lives, they went to school
in the same building. Jr. would graduate from Hays High School in 1951, having
worked at the Fort Hays State Experiment Station, an agricultural experiment
station associated with the college, each summer, starting when they first moved
to Hays until he graduated.

One vivid memory of that school year of 1951 was one month when the
“Indian Call” school paper came out. On the front page of the paper, there was a
photo of Clem, Jr. and a write up about him. Labeled “The Amicable Clem
Morgan,” it sent Margaret scurrying to a dictionary to look up amicable, which
means friendly or peaceable. One fond memory for Margaret also was an all
school mixer or dance, that after much begging she was allowed to attend with
one of her girl friends. The highlight of the evening was when Jr. asked her to
dance. She was awed to dance with a senior when she was just a lowly 7th grader.

KAYS radio applied for a construction permit from the FCC April 30, 1947
and was granted the permit May 2, 1947, with the license final approval on
October 15, 1948. The station was granted a frequency of 1400 kilocycles with a
transmitter power of 250 watts and unlimited hours. Clem was still working at
KVGB and no doubt was aware of the proposed new station in Hays, as Clem kept
up with the latest by reading the Broadcasting Magazine and of course, the local
grape-vine of gossip. The principal owners of the new station as reported in the
construction permit were Frank Motz, who was part owner of the News
Publishing Company and editor of the Hays Daily News, L. B. Lamer, who was
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a hotel manager, Ross Beach of Producers Gas Co., P. F. Felten, a former trucking
lines operator, and Delmas L. Haney, a local attorney, with each having a share of
20%.

Frank Motz was also the new President of KAYS radio and as such, the first
employee hired by Frank in 1948 was Glen Barnett, the same Glen Barnett Clem
had hired in 1943 at KVGB, when Glen was just out of high school. Glen left
KVGB in 1944 to work 1n radio in Oklahoma, and was hired to help get KAYS on
the air as Chief Engineer. The second person hired by Frank in July 1948 was
Clem Morgan, to be the station General Manager and oversee getting the
equipment, personnel, etc., ready for sign-on. The relationship with Frank Motz
would prove not to be a good one for Clem. With a new station going on the air,
Clem would be responsible for the hiring of several people in 1948. To fill the
position of Commercial Manager, B. Lynn Cook was hired. Lynn would later
work for Clem at KWSK in Pratt, Kansas. Program Director was Paul Kelly.
There were other positions to fill, as radio back then was more people driven, than
it is now, but the names are lost to time.

One very notable person hired by Clem in April 1949 was a junior at Fort
Hays State College by the name of Robert Schmidt. Bob was hired by Clem as a
salesman, but also to announce, do copy writing and assist with the arrangement
of programs. Bob started working in the sales department on a part-time basis for
KAYS radio station April 25, 1949, until the close of the semester at FHS. Bob
was majoring in business administration with minors in journalism and English.
His first encounter with radio broadcasting was the fall of 1948 while doing copy
writing and announcing for the news laboratory class at FHS. According to Clem,
he was selected for this position because he had one of the best voices for radio
announcing among the students from Fort Hays State who had been doing radio
announcing that year, and because of his past experience in sales. According to
Robert, they hit it off, right off the bat, a close friendship that lasted Clem’s
lifetime. Bob would later be a pallbearer for Clem’s funeral in Feb. 1965.

Sometime after April 1949, when Clem had hired Robert, he approached
Bob about the idea of starting their own radio station. Clem was a radioman, what
he needed was a good salesman and money partner. They would later find out that
neither one had that much money. It is almost certain that Clem had toyed with the
idea in the past of owning his own radio station, but with his recent failure at
purchasing KVGB and the current sore relationship with Frank Motz at KAYS, he
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was ready to be the captain of his own ship.

The first step for the new station at Pratt, Kansas would be the filing of a
Form 301 for a construction permit to the FCC. An application and letter was sent
to Mr. T. J. Slowie, Secretary of the FCC on October 18, 1949. It would prove to
be a long financial and legal battle before the station would go on the air, October
29, 1952. Pratt was chosen because at that time, most of the available towns and
markets already had a radio station.

Clem’s relationship with Frank Motz was not good from the start, and with
his application for a radio station in Pratt, it certainly did not improve. The owners
of KAYS took exception to their General Manager starting his own station while
working for them. Sometime shortly after October 18, 1949, Clem resigned as
KAYS Radio Manager. His replacement was D. W. Hoisington, former chief
engineer and assistant manager of KMUS in Muskogee, Oklahoma. According to
an article in the management section of the Broadcast Weekly, dated December
12, 1949, “Mr. Morgan has not announced his future plans.” His partner, Bob, did
not incur the wrath from the owners as did Clem. According to Bob, the only thing
he can remember is that Clem pretty well kept him shielded from it. After his
departure from the station, Clem finished a house he had already contracted for a
first class radio engineer, Glen Bamnett, chief engineer for KAYS. When Clem’s
part of the construction was completed, to make a living, he traveled to radio
station KPHC 1n Walsenburg, Colorado. At home, it would now be just Melvena
and the four Morgan siblings.

Walsenburg, Colorado Period

Clem’s time at KPHC in Walsenburg at best was only 4 to 6 months long.
He left KAYS sometime between October and December 1949 and was at KTSW
in Emporia, Kansas, as early as March 11, 1950, according to a letter from the
Pratt Chamber of Commerce sent to him there. Walsenburg in 1950 was a town of
5,579 people, with the population being 70% Catholic, and when Clem was there,
it was in the middle of the worst drought in its recorded history.

KPHC was a 250 watt station on 1450 kilocycles with unlimited hours
located at the south end of town at 10th and Main, about two blocks from the
railroad tracks of the DG&R. KPHC was owned by the Walsenburg Broadcasting
Corporation; consisting of Tom G. Banks, Jr., his wife Lucille E. Banks and James
J. Testitor. Tom G. Banks, Jr. was a consulting radio engineer with his business
located at 303 West Orman Avenue in Pueblo, Colorado. James J. Testitor was part
owner of the Walsenburg Land and Development Company. Tom and his wife
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owned the controlling interest at 50.3% and James at 49.7%. According to the
1950 Broadcasting Yearbook, Tom G. Banks, Jr. was listed as owner and General
Manager, with Clem Morgan listed as Commercial Manager.

The station application was approved in November 1946, construction
permit approved in November 1948, license approved, and on the air March 8§,
1949. It was a brand new station when Clem arrived on the scene, and it was also
a station apparently with some major problems. The station was no longer on the
air, then it started applying for silent operations of the station. The first application
was granted August 17, 1950 with suspended operations to begin 60 days starting
from July 28, 1950. The second was granted in October 1950 for additional time
to remain silent to December 1, 1950. KPHC would never be back on the air. It
would not be until July 1957 that Walsenburg, Colorado would have another radio
station with Floyd Jeter putting KFLJ on the air. The station is still on the air.
Clem in the winter of 1950, got out of town while the getting was good and went
to KTSW in Emporia, Kansas. On a side note, Clem may have left town a little
too soon. If he had been there on February 21, 1952, a Thursday night, he would
have got to see the World Famous Harlem Globetrotters in action at the local St.
Mary’s Auditorium. Meadowlark Lemon, Curly and the boys performed their
usually razzle-dazzle before an estimated 900 people, beating the pants off the
local favorites, the Santi Oilers 80 to 35.

Emporia, Kansas Period

Clem probably settled in at KTSW radio in Emporia, Kansas sometime in
late February or very early March 1950. KTSW was a 250 watt station located at
1400 kilocycles on the dial. Another reason for his move to Emporia was to be
closer to home, as Melvena’s health had begun to worsen. The rest of the Morgan
family was still at Hays, because Clem and Melvena wanted Jr. to graduate from
high school in Hays. One weekend Clem went back to Hays driving a “new to us”
blue 1947 4-door Buick Roadmaster, he had purchased from his brother Forrest
Clarold “Chick” Morgan, who was a Buick dealer in Iola, Ks. Although at this
time, Margaret was considered too young to be dating, it appears Jr. was not and
had a girlfriend in Hays. Her name was Rossie Jensen and a few years later, they
would be married.

As mentioned earlier, a letter from John Wilkerson, manager of the Pratt
Chamber of Commerce, was sent to him postmarked March 12, 1950. In May,
John sent a stronger letter to the FCC, stating in part, “We have been continually
surprised by the repeated delays on the granting of a license to the Pratt
Broadcasting Company.” This had been the start of several petitions sent to
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the FCC in hopes of getting the license process approved sooner. No doubt, the
petitions helped, but with the protest hearings going on with the stations from
WBBZ Ponca City, Oklahoma and KVGB Great Bend, Kansas, the process are
now going to take time and money, no matter what. During this time, Clem and
Bob Schmidt had been working on acquiring the necessary equipment, land,
studio space, etc., to put the station in Pratt on the air. By June of 1950, most of
the necessary equipment to put KWSK on the air had been acquired and was in
storage back in Pratt. There is nothing in the Broadcast magazines or yearbook on
Clem at KTSW during that time, so it is assumed that Clem was simply an
announcer. A search of the Emporia newspaper on Clem also produced no
information. Things back at Pratt involving KWSK would be taking more of his
time and simply being an announcer and not management was what Clem needed
at this time.

Dodge City, Kansas Period

In November 1950, Clem moved to Dodge City, Kansas and went to work
at KGNO radio as an announcer, to be closer to Pratt and the future station. Still
living back in Hays were Melvena, Clem Jr., Margaret, Mary, and Marla. Spring
came and with it Jr.’s graduation from Hays High School. However, Jr. decided to
stay in Hays until they were ready to go to Pratt and took a full time job at the
Fort Hays State Experiment Station. He moved into an apartment a block west of
the Morgan house on 18th Street and bought himself a car.

Clem rented out the house in Hays when they moved to Dodge City. He
also still owned the house in Great Bend and according to the 1949 filing to the
FCC, was renting it out at 105 dollars a month. Dodge City was chosen because it
was near enough to Pratt that Clem could stay on top of developments and lay
ground work to get KWSK built and get the family moved to Pratt at the
appropriate time.

For Margaret, in retrospect, the year went by rather quickly. Before long
she was in Sunday school, Youth Fellowship, Girl Scouts and that summer took
care of Mary and Marla while Melvena worked as a bookkeeper for a local
grocery store. Clem worked the early shift at KGNO and was home when the
three girls got out of school. During the summer, he’d get home fairly early in the
afternoon and take a nap, then they would all get into the Buick and pick up
Melvena from the store (Pay-Day Market) where she worked as bookkeeper. They
would buy sandwich meat, a loaf of bread and whatever, go down to the city park,
and have a picnic supper on the banks of the Arkansas River. Mary remembers her
Dad teaching them to skip stones across the water on occasions, and her
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fascination with a sandbar a little way out in the river, always wanting to wade out
to it. Her mother assured her it was “probably” quicksand, which she believed,
and gave up her scheme to get out there. Melvena found a river rock there shaped
amazingly like a human ear. Mary still has the rock, which resides today in her
knickknack cabinet, Margaret was more interested in the municipal pool in the
park and would usually walk up there to see what was going on. Mary Penn came
from Hays and spent a week there with them. By the time school started in the
fall, Melvena had gone to work also at KGNO.

Through 1951 and 1952, Clem would be spending more time with protest
hearings from KVGB and WBBZ. KVGB was protesting the new station because
of possible interference. WBBZ was protesting because it felt they could serve the
market in Pratt better and brought into question the money problems Clem and
Bob were facing. As previously mentioned, when Clem and Bob formed the Pratt
Broadcasting Company, they were soon to find out that neither one had that much
cash on hand. The money issue was what the WBBZ attorneys were zeroing in on,
hoping to kill the petition for a station at Pratt. A letter that Clem’s attorney, P. W.
Seward of Washington, D.C. wrote to him and Bob on December 4, 1950 shows
the problems they were facing on money. In one paragraph of the letter Mr.
Seward wrote, “l am wondering if there has been any change in the finances of
yourself and Mr. Schmidt since I last conferred with you concerning this matter.
At that time you had about $1200 in cash and Mr. Schmidt had about $120, with a
promised loan of $2000. These amounts are what the accountants consider as
liquid assets and would make a total of $3320. The estimated cost of the station is
$3850, exclusive of land and buildings; you have on hand equipment valued at
$1769, leaving a necessary cash outlay for equipment of $2081 plus the land and
buildings.” On December 10, 1950, Clem wrote back, “Everett L. Dillard secured
to present Engineering. Dillard would prefer “site to be determined” status. Since
we have only oral agreement at $100 per acre, per year, payable to owner who
would be agreeable to long term lease, is “site” to be determined advisable?
Tentative oral arrangement for studio space at $25 per month. Propose small
transmitter building for present to save time in lieu of construction of combination
building. Statement from bank at Pratt and other current financial data, being
prepared as per your instructions and will be mailed to you within a few days.”
The money problems were real and the petition for KWSK radio came
dangerously close at the hearings to being denied.

The matter was finally resolved on November 5, 1951, with Clem and his
attorney going to Washington, DC for a final hearing with the KVGB attorneys
before the FCC, with the FCC ruling in favor of the Pratt Broadcasting Company.
On January 10, 1952, the FCC announced its final decision granting a
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Construction Permit for the new AM station in Pratt on 1570 kilocycles at a
transmitter power of 250 watts, daytime with the condition that the antenna tower
be painted and lighted in accordance with section 17.25 of the commission’s rules.
The station was issued the call letters and license for KWSK on April 3, 1952.
Though the first part of 1952, several construction permit extensions were
granted. According to Bob Schmidt, the extensions were needed because of the
availability of the necessary parts to finish the station and partly due to money.
Clem and Bob would be spending more time now at Pratt to get the station ready
to go on the air. At the end of the 1952 spring classes, late May or early June, the
Morgans made their final move as a family to Pratt, Kansas. Jr. quit his job in
Hays and joined them in Pratt and it was all systems go, to get KWSK up and
running.

Pratt, Kansas, The KWSK Era

When the Morgans came to Pratt from Dodge City, their first residence was
616 West First Street, the corner of First and High Streets. It was a two-story
house, later owned for a time by Jim and Frances Bunyan. The house was built in
1901 by Lee Cromer’s father and was a four apartment house during World War 2.
Lee Cromer for many years lived just east of the house. The house at that time
was owned by a Ralph Nichols. They had the entire upper story, which was
divided into two living rooms and kitchen apartments with a shared bath. For the
Morgans, they had one kitchen and one living room for bedrooms with Clem, Jr.
drawing the sofa in the living room. Several months later they moved to a house
at 413 East Third, a house located next to the alley. The Morgans would live there
until after the first of the year in 1954. On April 8th, 1954, Clem purchased the
properties at 802 and 806 West Second Street from W. L. Reed and his wife Merta
for $15,000. The properties shared a common sewer line, so were considered as
one for all the years the Morgans owned them. The house at 806, where the family
lived, was moved into Pratt by the Reed family from their farm. It was the family
home until the death of Agnes Morgan in January of 1996.

It had been a long struggle for Clem since October 21, 1949, when he and
Bob first filed for a new station in Pratt. There had been equipment and parts
issues, money issues, legal battles, etc. Owning his own radio station had not gone
as smoothly as Clem had first envisioned it. The several stations he had worked
with in the past had usually been on the air within 6 to 12 months after the initial
application. Those stations for the most part had applied for licenses in the late
1930s, when radio was starting to take off. When Clem and Bob applied in 1949,
the market was really booming, things had changed; the radio market was starting
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to become really competitive.

Nevertheless, on October 29, 1952, a Wednesday, at noon, KWSK finally
went on the air. The station was located at 1570 kilocycles on the dial; output was
250 watts from a Gates-250A transmitter, with a coverage radius of about 50 to 60
miles. The transmitter site was located 1 mile south of the Highway 54 and 281
junctions back west a % mile and about 200 feet to the south. The transmitter
building sat on the south of the road with the tower between the building and the
road. The transmitter building was 15 by 20 feet sitting on a ground level concrete
slab. The sides were a white lap siding with the entrance door on the east side.
The inside was unfinished sheet rock with an 8-foot ceiling. Inside was of course
the transmitter and there was room enough for an engineering area and parts. The
tower was a lighted 180 feet shunt feed structure. According to Jr., there was no
fence around the site. It was, at that time surrounded by wheat fields and there
were no homes to speak of on the road. The only home was about a half mile to
the west and on the north side, where the Ray Barnes family lived. The station
was on the air from sunrise to sunset daily, what is called in the radio business a
“daytimer.”

The studios and offices were located upstairs at 209 2 South Main, above
Tupper Office Supply, a book store and Spear’s Men’s Wear. Starting in 1928 to
1946, 209 %4 South Main would the home of the “McCoy Franklin Printing
Company”. From 1951 to 1964, the home of the KWSK studios. From 1964 to the
present day, it has been vacant. The building at 209 South Main was built in 1900
for $4000 and the upstairs, where the offices and studios of KWSK would later be
located, would have a real piece of Pratt and US history, starting in 1911, in more
ways then one according to an article written by Dorotha Giannangelo.

"The Pratt community was well supplied with good doctors before Dr. B. J.
Patterson arrived in town in 1911. Drs. Frank Peak, P. K. Gaston, Herbert Atkins,
R. E. Anthony, Homer Walker, F. E. Hastings and Lydia Lottridge were well
established in Pratt and additional doctors were serving Preston, Sawyer and
Coats. One element of total health care, however, was lacking. That was a good
hospital. There was none closer than Hutchinson or Wichita, an extremely long
trip at that time, for a sick person to make. Promotion for a County Hospital had
been constant since 1908, but public indebtedness had reached its maximum for
school buildings, a new City Hall and the County Court House. Private funds
were being liberally used to replace the original little frame business buildings,
churches and homes with larger and more permanent structures. There was no
money for a hospital. Dr. Patterson evidently was undaunted by lack of such a
facility. He announced the establishment of his office and “Hospital” on the
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second floor of Mr. Harlenske’s Candy Store at 209 South Main Street. It became
a busy place where he practiced, regularly delivered babies and perfomed surgery.
The energy, courage and self-confidence displayed in his adventures with the
motorcycle club and Indian Band must also have been applied to his medical

practice, as evidenced in an amazing item printed in the Pratt Union on June 4,
1914.

Dr. B. J. Patterson performed a very delicate operation last Thursday when
he transferred a large patch of cuticle (skin) from the arm of Rev. O. H. Loomis to
the baby of Edna Williams, the small daughter of Mr. And Mrs. R. R. Williams of
this city.

The little girl was seroiusly burned about two months ago and her body
healed nicely with the exception of 24 square inches. Rev. Loomis kindly
volunteered to furnish the cuticle (skin) in order to save the child’s life. The
operation was readily done and was very successful and with the skin transplanted
from Rev. Loomis the little sufferer will soon be relieved.

Dr. Patterson also took some of his own cuticle (skin) to finish the
operation. This act was very commendable of Rev. Loomis, but was not surprising
to those who know him well.

The well qualified conventional physicians of the county must have asked,
“What next!”, in December of 1914, when Dr. Patterson made another
announcement. He was experimenting with “light rays” for small pox. In the
report it was explained that Dr. Patterson “Has arranged a series of electric lights
which throw the actinic rays on the skin and the patient does not ‘break out.’ It
eliminates the scratching and the light does not injure the patient, but shortens the
time of illness and allays the high fever that usually accompanies small pox....If
this discovery proves a success universally as it has under Dr. Patterson’s personal
direction it will be a valuable addition to modern science.....and this terror of the
disease will have been eliminated.”

If the local medical community had questions concerning Dr. Patterson’s
qualifications or ethics, these questions multiplied dramatically with the
announcement that he had assumed a partner, not just any partner, but the
infamous John R. Brinkley, the self proclaimed physician. Although Dr. Brinkley’s
“fame” was acquired after he left Pratt, the local physicians were well aware,
when his professional card appeared in the local newspapers on March 23, 1916,
that the title “Doctor” was a bogus one. If you had looked at the good doctor
Brinkley’s credentials, you would discover all of them to be fraudulent. This ex
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hillbilly from North Carolina had never been inside an accredited medical school.
His qualifications were based upon a certificate for a few weeks studies in herbal
medicine and one granted by an outfit called The Eclectric Medical University of
Kansas City.

The following month, in the April 20, 1916 edition of The Pratt Union, the
Dr. Patterson and Dr. Brinkley revealed that the “hospital” had been expanded.
They had secured “three additional rooms” and with their present rooms are being
remodeled throughout and made ready for the new equipment which has been
ordered for them. “The north room will be the general reception room. The next
room will be Dr. Brinkley’s private consultation room, the next will be Dr.
Patterson’s private consultation room. The south room will be be the operating
room and has been made beautiful by new wall dressing and tiling which will
make it entirely sanitary. The latest and best possible operating table for the room
will be installed together with all of the modern equipment that will combine to
make an up-to-date and sanitary operating room.”

“Across the hall is a room for the recovering patients. This room will be
equipped with the best hospital beds and will have a trained nurse in attendance.
This equipment when fully installed will give Pratt an equal chance with any of
the western cities in equipment and ability. Dr. Brinkley has spent two years in
active surgery and has also had two years experience in the famous Cook Hospital
in Chicago. Dr. Patterson has fully demonstrated his ability as a surgeon and we
predict these two wide awake physicians success which they well merit by their
progressive work.”

Alas, Pratt had been only one of those “other Kansas towns” in his search
for fame and fortune. We can only speculate as to why it was not chosen to be the
“Goat Gland Capital of the World” instead of Milford. Was the charismatic Dr.
Patterson too much competition? Did Brinkley realize that the well qualified
physicians of the area could not be fooled? Did he discover that the County Health
Officer, Dr. Ireland, had investigated his background? Or did Dr. Patterson
“request the return of instruments and money” that seemed to disappear only after
one of Dr. Brinkley’s visits. We will never know. Perhaps these all influenced his
exit after only five months. By August his professional card was pulled from The
Pratt Union newspaper."

It was in Milford, Kansas, that Dr. Brinkley became a millionaire. At his
clinic, Brinkley began to perform more operations he claimed would restore male
virility and fertility through implanting the testicular glands of goats in his male
patients at a cost of $750 per operation ($8,200 in current value). Several thousand

35




goats were sacrificed to put a smile on the face of several thousand men as they
boarded the train out of Milford and on the face of Dr. Brinkley as he pocketed
millions of their dollars. Following one of his crude operations, the body of a
patient would typically absorb the goat gonads as foreign matter. The organs were
never accepted as part of the body since they were simply placed into the human
male testicle sac or the abdomen of women, near the ovaries. Unsurprisingly, in
light of his questionable medical training (75 percent completion at a less-than-
reputable medical school), frequency of operating while intoxicated and less-than
sterile operating environments, some patients suffered from infection, and an
undetermined number died. Brinkley would be sued more than a dozen times for
wrongful death between 1930 and 1941.

With the goat gland money, Brinkley built himself an empire, and on
September 20, 1923, he began his infomercials, always laced with Bibilical
references, over KFKB, a Brinkley owned station in Milford, Kansas. KFKB was
the first radio station in Kansas. When Brinkley tried to get the station’s power
boosted to 5,000 watts, he met with some opposition from a rival station, owned
by the Kansas Star, which started to run a series of exposes on the good doctor.
But the Supreme Court of Kansas brought him down, saying “The licensee has
performed an organized charlatanism, quite beyond the invention of the humble
mountebank.” Not to be dissuaded by this, Brinkley scratched his goatee and
looked south of the border. He sold KFKB for $90,000 and relocated to the sleeply
border town of Del Rio, Texas. Right over the border in Villa Acuna, Mexico,
Brinkley built a transmitter with 300 foot towers. Out of the range of American
restriction, the station, XER, started broadcasting with a power of 75,000 watts,
with a remote studio linked by phone lines to the Rosewell Hotel, Brinkley’s new
headquarters, in Del Rio. The station started operating on October 21, 1931, with
gala celebrations in both towns. He later boosted the station’s power to 500,000
watts, which made XER the most powerful radio station in the world. XER called
itself the Sunshine Station between the Nations and broadcast at 735 kilocycles on
the AM dial. The engineering was by Will Branch of Fort Worth. XER was
refurbished and rechristened XERA with its power boosted to 1,000,000 watts.
This signal mashed everything in its path and could be heard in New York and
Philadelphia, sometimes to the exclusion of all other channels! XER, Dr.
Brinkley’s border blaster, was shut down by the Mexican authories on February
24, 1933 and the Villa Acuna Broadcasting Company was dissolved. The Brinkley
Act was passed in the 1934 to stop the border blasters and limit power to 250,000
watts. XERA would later be reborn as XERF. On May 26, 1942, Brinkley died
penniless of heart failure in San Antonio, Texas. He was later buried in Memphis,
Tennessee. The next time Dr. Brinkley’s ghost would be felt in Pratt would be
with the 1570 frequency of KWSK and the 250,000 watt “border blaster” station
of XERF radio in Mexico, with studios in Del Rio, Texas, starting in 1962 to 1964.
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It had also been a long wait for the people of Pratt, but they finally had a
locally owned and operated radio station and many locals showed up for the
formal ceremony and program that day, including Bob Schmidt, Clem’s partner.
Bob Schmidt was also general manager of KAYS radio at Hays now. For them, the
local Chamber, and the Gyp Hills Development Association, the several petitions
and letters to the FCC, the last several years, had finally paid off. At noon, KWSK
started broadcasting with Clem Morgan, Jr. at the microphone, with a recorded
instrumental version of the Star Spangled Banner leading off the program. During
this time, Clem, Sr. was in the front offices meeting and greeting people. The
honor of reading the initial sign on announcement was also done by Clem, Jr. from
a typed script his dad had prepared for him. According to Jr., it was a sign-on
announcement for program testing for the next 30 days, apparently routine for a
new station. The Rev. Lynn F. Taylor, pastor of the Presbyterian Church and
representing the Pratt Ministerial Association, gave a brief invocation and KWSK
was now in the broadcast business.

All the equipment, including the transmitter tower was bought used. To put
the used equipment back in top condition, Clem had his old friend from Great
Bend at KVGB, Leo Legleiter, who was Chief Engineer at the time, come down
and work his magic on the various pieces of equipment. After Leo was done, it
was up to Clarence and Jr. to install it. When it came time, Leo himself did the
proof of performance on the transmitter audio. Leo at the time was living in La
Crosse and was hired to officially complete the engineering part of KWSK. Leo
worked very long hours, occasionally going home to see his family for a weekend
and back to Pratt until completion.

The land for the transmitter site and the downtown space were rented. The
land south of town, an area 360 feet square, was rented from a J. S. Irwin for $100
per acre, per year. The studio and office space was rented for $25.00 a month from
Dwight M. Cromer and his wife Della M. Cromer. Mr. Cromer owned the building
at 209 South Main, purchasing it on December 15th, 1950 for $19,500 from
Darlingas Service, Inc. Dwight, 47 years old, at the time was a farmer and an
Investigator for the State of Kansas Alcohol Beverage Commission. Harold Mull,
49 years old, a local carpenter of Pratt, did a lot of the carpentry work in the
downtown studios. He also built the “console desk’ for the control room, the work
tables for the two middle offices and the table by the teletype for news ripping and
compilation, as well as the building for the KWSK transmitter south of town.
During the summer and fall of 1952, the work on the physical sites was being
done and when Jr. was not working days for Swisher Plow, he spent some of his
evenings and weekend time, working with Clarence Evans, the Chief Engineer on
the station. After the physical site was secured, Clem turned his attention to
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getting equipment and personnel into place.

During the summer and fall of 1952 while the station was being built, Bob
Schmidt and Clem were also out starting to sell advertising, not knowing yet
when the station would be on the air. Sometime before school started in August,
Clem sold a paid-up one-year contract to Swinson Motor Company for a 15-
minute daily newscast, six days a week. This was a day of celebration, because it
was the first revenue from the brand new business.

The first audio console or “board” at KWSK was a used Collins 12H,
considered the best at the time and has an interesting story to go with it according
to Bob Schmidt. It was brought from an engineer in Oklahoma City for $500
sometime in early 1950. Bob drove to Oklahoma City to pay for the rest of it and
to pick it up. Bob said that the 1948 Oldsmobile he drove down in to get it, would
pass anything, but a filling station. On the way back, he had to stop in Wichita for
gas or he was not going to make it back to Pratt. At the station, he spent all he had
on gas and one bottle of Coke. He started to get in the car, when the attendant
informed him that if he was going to take the bottle, it was a 10 cent deposit. Bob
had no more money; he spent all he had on gas. So, when the attendant was not
looking, he simply drove off. The console would later be used at PCJC, starting in
January 1959, for its radio class. In its place, a more modern, up to date, General
Electric BC-1-A console was installed.

According to Clem Morgan, in a newspaper article dated October 29, 1952,
KWSK started out with a staff of eight and himself.
. Leland “Lee” Spurgeon-Topeka, Kansas- Salesmen.
. Glenn Henson-Goodland, Kansas- Sales Manager.
. Dave Blevins, Pratt, Kansas-Announcer.
. Polly Blevins (Dave’s mother), Pratt, Kansas-Traffic.
. Clem Morgan, Jr., Pratt, Kansas-Announcing/Sales/Engineering.
. Melvena Morgan, Pratt, Kansas-Bookkeeper.
. Clarence Evans - Goodland, Kansas-Chief Engineer.
. Bud Pratt, Sedelia, Missouri-Engineer/Sportscaster/Announcer.
. Clem Morgan, Pratt, Kansas-Owner.

O 00 1IN L bW —

Glenn Henson arrived in Pratt, the middle of August 1952, before the
station was even in operation. He helped the Morgans in all of the preparations to
get the station ready for operation. It was Glenn that built the glass covered
program display case still hanging to this day on the south wall in the middle
room directly across from the control room. The daily programs were marked on
the glass with a grease pencil in their proper spots. This was done to better
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visualize the complete day to day operations and to begin to sell the programs.
Glenn and Bud Pratt had worked together at one time at KWGB in Goodland and
it was Glenn that encouraged him to join them in Pratt at KWSK. Glenn left
KWSK sometime in 1954 to go to work for Harold Johnson and Don Small
Motors, the local Lincoln Mercury dealer selling cars. Johnson Motors was
located at 210 South Jackson, where Pratt Glass is now. Glenn came back to
KWSK sometime in 1955 to help the Morgans with sales, as the station was
facing some money problems with the station at that time. Glenn would again
leave for the last time sometime in 1956 to go to work for Calbeck’s Furniture
Store, becoming the store manager in May 1958. Early in the first year Lee
Spurgeon would decide to return to Topeka, Kansas. Bud Pratt also did the play-
by-play on ball games, which were recorded and played back on the air the
following day, if the games were being played after KWSK had signed off. Of
course if the games were being played during the normal broadcast hours of the
station, they were broadcast live.

Another announcer that was hired was Dave Tucker of Greensburg. Dave
would work for Clem for a while and quit, coming and going from the payroll,
then finally went to work for KRFS radio, a station in Nebraska. KRFS was a new
station in Superior, Nebraska that went on the air March 17, 1959. Dave was listed
in the Broadcast magazine as General Manager and Promotional manager. When a
new station in Pratt, later to become KWNS, was announced on May 15, 1958 by
Bill Huffman, Dave was to be the first Station Manager.

Clem, Sr. did the news, mid-morning shows, including the call to Norman
Sparks, and pulled the Sunday morning shift. One of the fun duties Clem also had
was to call people to wish them happy birthday on the air. Jr. and Clancy would
split the transmitter time, Clancy mornings and Jr. the afternoon. Jr. also did some
“board” work, but did not have a set schedule. Jr.’s on air name was Frank
Morgan. He didn’t want to use the same name as his Dad and he didn’t care for
Francis, so he settled on Frank as his air name.

Clarence “Clancy” Evans was Chief Engineer for a number of years and
was a bachelor when he came to Pratt. Clancy liked to spend his spare time on
woodworking projects. As the reader may recall, Clem made his own guitars,
selling some to make ends meet, when he was in Garden City. So it stands to
reason that he and Clancy would be involved in some projects from time to time.
Sometime before 1955, Clancy handmade a cedar chest for Melvena. It is not
known if any funds changed hands, or if it was a gift. Fortunately, this piece of
history is preserved, owned and treasured now by Margaret. Clancy would later
marry Mae Adams, a widow who lived at 519 East First Street where for years
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prior to their marriage, he had rented a basement apartment.

KWSK had an “Easy Listening” format, not geared to the teenage
population and the emerging rock and roll scene. The music played by the
announcers was picked from one of three libraries. The Standard Radio Library,
which was purchased outright. This library was later sold in 1965 to KWNS radio.
The second library was the Langworth, which was leased or rented. The third
library was the RCA/NBC Thesarus, which also was leased or rented. Although
new releases or demos were received on a regular basis, they were not usually
included in the music aired unless they fit the easy listening format, with the
exception of a few used for “Tunes For Teens,” hosted by Margaret Morgan. A
few of these records still exist and are now owned by Ron Detwiler.

Each of these companies provided a basic library of radio shows complete
in themselves except for local commercial tie-ins, a library of musical selections, a
license to play them on the air, and periodic issues of new discs and replacements.
They even provided the special sized filing cabinets to house the transcriptions.
These libraries did not "belong" to a radio station; they were leased for as long as
station paid the necessary fees.

What these transcriptions had in common was that they all were designed to
be played as 33 1/3 revolutions per minute -- as opposed to regular phonograph
records, which revolved at 78 rpm. The turntables were extra-large to
accommodate the 16-inch discs, and they were dual speed. Most of the electrical
transcriptions used the same sized stylus required for ordinary records and the
stylus movement in the grooves was from side-to-side.

Record libraries replaced the transcription libraries. This trend was speeded
up with the advent of LP albums and 45's. The 12-inch LP virtually took over the
function of the 16-inch transcriptions and did it much better with less needle noise
and distortion. By 1953-4, most of the transcription companies had discontinued
services and invited the individual stations to buy the libraries outright. There
were few takers!

The early morning schedule on KWSK included the farm reports, weather
and the news. Teletype provided the national & world news and sports news from
United Press Service, later to become UPI. The weather was obtained by
telephone from the National Weather Service in Dodge City, Kansas. The farm
reports consisted of local farm news and “off the wire” news. Local news was
obtained by telephone and included; Hospital admissions, births, police reports,
school reports. Since KWSK was a daytime station, to get around the problem of
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local nighttime sporting events, they were tape recorded and played back the next
day. The school reports were delivered to the studios daily by the schools.
Margaret said she always knew she couldn’t cut classes, because the absentee list
would go to the station with her name on it! The 15-minute newscasts aired at 9
a.m., 12 noon and 4:30 p.m. Obituaries were provided by the local mortuaries.
Some of the local sponsors Margaret recalls were Pratt Furniture, Mullin
Furniture, Swinson Motors and Johnson Motors, although there were lots of others
over the years, too numerous to remember. One advertiser, Roy Owsten of
Owsten’s Jewelry, was acquainted with all three Morgan girls, but could not
remember which name - Margaret, Mary or Marla - went with which girl. He
solved the problem nicely by calling out “Hi, Marsha!” when any of the three
came into his store. They all answered to that one name.

A well-remembered incident involving an advertiser happened in the winter
of 1953, not long after the station had been on the air. One Saturday morning
while Clem, Sr. was at work, a man stopped by the studios to buy advertising to
sell a litter of pups. Clem wouldn’t hear of taking payment, he told the man to
keep his money, so a deal was struck right then and there and the man gave Clem
a puppy in payment instead. In the winter, Clem always wore a belted gabardine
trench coat that had large pockets. He walked into the house with a bigger than
normal grin on his face that day, and pulled out the puppy out of his coat pocket.
From that day forward, the puppy would be known as Bash, and would call 806
West Second home for the next 17 years. Bash was half Springer and half Cocker
Spaniel, black with tan markings. Bash went to the transmitter site every afternoon
with Clem, Jr. and loved running around the outside of the building site. When Jr.
was drafted, he became Melvena’s dog. When she passed away in 1957, he
became Clem’s dog. Following Clem’s death in 1965, he became the dog of
Clem’s widow, Agnes. He was remembered as a wonderful pet to them all, finally
passing away in 1969.

One sponsor fondly remembered was Norman Sparks, owner of the Drive
Inn Market on East First just north of the Pratt Municipal Swimming Pool and
across the street from the old “Red Rock Café.” Norman was a little Jewish man
who stood no more than 5 feet tall. Well, with Clem at 6 foot 7 inches tall, when
he and Norman were standing side by side, you had the long and the short of it on
anything you wanted to discuss!

Jerry Winkleman worked at the Drive Inn Market for Norman Sparks while
he was in Pratt schools and remembers Clem coming in from time to time to buy
groceries. Jerry wrote that, “In a small town like Pratt, Mr. Morgan seemed like a
movie star. I seem to recall he was rather tall and perhaps had a prominent
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moustache and of course, a good speaking voice from being in the radio business.”

The call to Norman at the Drive Inn Market aired at 10:00 a.m. daily
Monday to Friday and sometimes on a Saturday. Jerry recalls Clem talking to
Norman on the telephone, on air about the days’ special prices. The butcher at the
Drive Inn Market was none other than Bob Eastes, future owner of the Club
D’Est. Clem would also have Bob on the air from time to time describing the meat
department’s specials. Sometimes on Saturday mornings when Clem called, Jerry
took the call and talked to him, sometimes reporting on the Pratt fellows playing
K-State sports. Jerry said at one point, he wanted to talk to Clem about working
part time at KWSK, but never got around to asking. Jerry to this day wonders if he
missed out on a career in radio.

Sunday mornings Clem, Sr. was always on duty. Clem firmly believed in
letting his employees have time off for Sunday school and church. Occasionally
someone would ask him about his own church attendance and he would tell them
he attended three services every Sunday. The broadcast schedule included four
church services. The Lutheran Church was on the air at 10:15 a.m. and again at
12:30 p.m., the Methodist Church hit the airwaves at 10:45 a.m. and finally the
Assembly of God Church at 1:00 p.m.

One day sometime in the fall of 1952, not too long after KWSK had
officially gone on the air, Margaret, now 14 years old and a freshman at Pratt High
School, was informed by her Dad that one of the salesmen had sold a contract for
a teenage record show, and that she would be running that show. Naturally,
Margaret informed her Dad, “I don’t know how!” and naturally, Clem informed
her, “You can learn!” Margaret replied, “What will I say?” Clem quickly replied,
“Write a script!” HUH??? Not entirely giving up yet, she shot back, “What songs
will I play?” Clem, not giving in either, replied, “You pick the music!!”

Well, that was that, like it or not, Margaret had a radio show of her own and
what appeared to be little time to get the show organized, but little did she know at
that moment, she would be getting great assistance for success. Jr. helped pick the
theme song for the show, Ray Anthony’s “Lackawanna Local.” Ray Anthony in
1952 was riding high on the Billboard Top 10 with his release of “The Bunny
Hop” and the records “B” side hit, “The Hokey Pokey.” The chosen theme songs
opening measures really had some punch and Jr. showed her how cutting the
music at just the right point made it really get your attention. Again with some
assistance, Margaret worked out the point where she would come into the mix
going out on the air and as the theme was faded down, she would give her opening
to the show that she used every week for the duration of the show; “Good
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morning, teenagers. It’s 11 AM and it’s time for Tunes for Teens!” The man
running the control board would then bring the theme back up briefly before she
would introduce the first record.

Well as far as picking her own music, the KWSK program director
introduced her to Billboard Magazine, received weekly, the industry standard to
this day, for the pulse of what is happening in the music industry. So, with a theme
song and Billboard for a guide, it was off to the record department, located in the
basement of Jetts Department Store and back to KWSK with the top 10, 78 rpm
records. “Tunes for Teens,” besides the Billboard top 10, would also include
selections gleaned from the three libraries of KWSK; the Langworth, Thesarus and
Standard library, which would give Margaret all she needed; big band, some
established standards, as well as top hit parade music. Now all that was left was to
figure out from the time listed on the record label, how many songs could be
played in 30 minutes, allowing for commercials, record intros and theme music.
The show was 30 minutes long, the time paid for by the sponsor, not one second
more, not one second less; Clem ran a tight ship. Margaret did it all by 11 a.m.
Saturday morning, the assigned time for her to air with “Tunes for Teens.” The
show ran every Saturday morning, winter and summer, rain or shine, all through
her high school years.

As any announcer in radio will tell you, you can practice all you want, you
can watch other people on the air all you want, but when you set down in front of
that microphone yourself for the first time on the air, you are nervous, real
nervous, and so afraid of making a mistake for everyone to hear. For Margaret, it
was even worse, Clem had not mentioned that commercials would be live, and not
by the announcer on duty. The sponsors had been told that she would be reading
the commercials live on the air. Margaret wrote, “Thanks to lots of rehearsal time
by myself, I made it through all the 30 second spots, record intros and a closing.
The longest 30 minutes of my life finally ended that Saturday and [ was ‘off work’
at the station until the following Saturday.”

At the time, Clarence “Clancy” Evans was Chief Engineer. His advice for
her was to SPEAK UP. He said he had her potted up or wrapped up on the board as
far as it would wrap up, to get it to where he could hear her. That did not come
easily for Margaret, but she improved with time, as happens in the radio business,
if you stay with it long enough. The most important feedback, that of the sponsors,
was good and Margaret quickly learned the importance of that in broadcasting.
“Tunes for Teens” was pretty much her on air involvement at KWSK during her
freshman to senior years at Pratt High School. On “Tunes for Teens,” Margaret
wrote in an e-mail, “I ran ‘Tunes for Teens’ for 4 years, summer and winter. It was
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sponsored; otherwise, it would not have aired.”

One change for “Tunes for Teens” did take place starting on October 17,
1953. Starting on that date, Jeff Hadden, a Pratt High Mirror reporter and
Margaret were teamed up to do the program. Instead of Margaret picking the top
tunes, Pratt high teens would choose the hit parade. In each edition of the Pratt
Mirror there was a ballot printed to cast their vote for a favorite tune. They could
cast a vote once a week and the ballot had to be signed, in order to prevent
stuffing the ballot box. There were eight ballot boxes located in the two high
school buildings. In the Liberty building, they were located in the English classes
of Mr. Senti, Miss Hogue, Mrs. Sallee and Mrs. Hemphill. In the Junior College
building, they were located in Mr. Dickerson’s and Mr. Shufelberger’s rooms on
the third floor, one in the Library and one in the office. It was up to Jeff and
Margaret to count the ballots and discuss them on the program. According to the
Pratt Mirror article, the team was also working together to develop a large and
adequate library of biographies of all recording artists, so they could pass along
the information to the KWSK listeners about their favorite artists. I’ll bet Jeff and
Margaret would have loved to have the internet back then for this project!

The revised “Tunes for Teens,” featured Ronnie Fredrick and his side-kick,
Terry Ballard, better known as “Tulsa Red” and “Tex Ballard” as guest stars on
the October 17,1953 show. Ronnie and Terry got their start about two months
prior, when they played and sang with the Gyp Hills Fall Festival Review. They
were special guests of Hank Thompson and his Brazos Valley Boys when they
appeared in Pratt for the Festival. There were plans to present other local
musicians on the show as special guests from time to time.

One interesting note about the Pratt Mirror article on “Tunes for Teens” is
its headline that read, “PHS Reporter, Disk Jockey Combine Talents” Clem came
from the old school of radio and he had very definite ideas on standards in
broadcasting. He did not employ Disc Jockeys. If you worked for him, you were
hired to be an announcer. He often remarked that too many stations were run, “like
a playhouse instead of a business.” One thing you can take to the bank about the
new “Tunes for Teens” show is that it had Clem’s approval and that it had
sponsors, or it would not have aired!

Things changed for Margaret not too long into her junior year when she
took typing. As soon as she knew the keyboard, Clem expected her to be at the
KWSK offices after school typing the logs. During her senior year 1955-1956,
Clem arranged with Dean Briggs for Margaret to take a Juco class, Girls Choir
between 12 and 1 p.m., then go to her chemistry class at 1p.m. After chemistry
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class at 2 p.m., she was excused to leave school for the day. After she left the
school at 2 p.m., she walked to the Jayhawk Café which kept her from starving.
Margaret then went to the office, typed the logs, the copy and made the “books.”
Everything was live at that time and “the book” had all the copy, program intro’s,
etc., as well as the CONELRAD’s copy in order, corresponding with the logs.

CONELRAD was short for “control of electromagnetic radiation,” a radio
based national security alert system established by order of President Harry S.
Truman in September 1951. In the event of a Soviet attack on the United States, all
commercial radio stations would stop transmitting in order to prevent Soviet
bombers from using radio stations as navigational beacons. Instead, selected
CONELRAD stations would broadcast public emergency information at 604
kilocycles or 1240 kilocycles. The CONRELRAD system was replaced by the
Emergency Broadcast System in 1963.

Prior to 1951, there was no method that the United States government could
use to broadcast warnings to citizens in the event of an emergency. However, radio
stations and networks could interrupt normal programming and issue a bulletin in
the event of an emergency, as happened during the attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941 as well as the first successful tornado warning near Tinker Air
Force Base in Oklahoma City in 1948. This type of broadcasting was the
forerunner to CONELRAD.

CONELRAD had a simply system for alerting the public and other
“downstream” stations, consisting of a sequence of shutting the station off for five
seconds, returning to the air for five seconds, again shutting down for five seconds
and then transmitting a tone for 15 seconds. Key stations would be alerted directly.
All other broadcast stations would monitor a designated station in their area. Radio
stations owners and especially the Chief Engineers hated the system. Although the
system by which the CONELRAD process was initiated (switching the transmitter
on and off) was simple, it was prone to numerous false alarms, especially during
lightning storms. Transmitters could also be damaged by the quick cycling of the
power. The switching later became known informally by the engineers as the
“Emergency Broadcast System Stress Test,” due to many transmitters failing
during tests and eventually discontinued when broadcast technology advanced
enough to make it unnecessary.

Every day at 4 p.m., Margaret walked to the Post Office with the outgoing
mail, and picked up any mail that had been put up that afternoon, then it was back
to the office, where she would call the Dodge City Weather Bureau at 4:30 p.m.
sharp. Writing down the weather forecast, she would then type it up and take it to
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the control room where the newscast was in progress. Margaret quickly learned
how to get into and out of the control room without making any noise that could
be picked up and broadcasted. If all the traffic was in order, she was then free to
leave for the day.

Quite often, she would go to either Safeway, Dillon’s, or Norm’s East Side
Drive Inn Market with Melvena’s shopping list and then go home. By then
Margaret had a restricted drivers license, so family errands were now part of her
routine. Constants were shopping at Norm’s Drive-in Market with Melvena’s list
and picking up pies she had ordered from Alhambra Café. Mrs. Wheeler owned
and operated that café for many years. She was widowed and was raising her son
Dan. The Alhambra was well known for good food and the pies she baked to order
were wonderful. The Alhambra was located at 118 North Main on the same side of
the street as the old Dillon’s store. Dan Wheeler worked across the street at Reed’s
Standard Service Station at 101 North Main. This was back in the days when the
attendant pumped gas, while washing the windshield, checking under the hood,
and would check the air pressure in the tires if asked, or if they noticed one
seemed low. All this at 25 cents a gallon. Also at First and Main was Young’s
Service, which boosted 24-hour service and sported the “Flying Horse” emblem.

Until she was 15 years old, Margaret stayed home, with Mary & Marla also
doing some housework. The next summer her mother asked if she wanted to take
care of the girls and the house, or start learning office work at KWSK. Margaret
promptly opted to go to the office.

That first summer she learned how to post the journals, make up bank
deposits and some other general office work., she was always the unofficial
“gofer.” Duties were gradually added, catch the phone, etc. On the matter, she
wrote, “I’ve always been so thankful they saw fit to employ a janitor to come in
weekly. Otherwise, I’'m pretty sure yours truly would have been on the business
end of the push broom!” Clem did not approve of her being out of the office
much, so unless Clem or Melvena sent her, she did not leave much except to go to
the post office. Sometimes she went to the Owl Drug Store, just next door to the
south, and got coffee for Jr., if he was on the board, but Clem really did not like
her even doing that. Clem ran a tight ship and that ship did not have a galley with
a coffee pot! However, if she finished her work, it was OK to sit in Clem’s office
and visit with him. She wrote, “I always looked forward to that time with him and
I believe he enjoyed it also.”

For the most part, things fell into a routine at KWSK and rolled along
through the balance of 1952 and until the fall of 1953. Clem, Jr. was drafted and
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and left for basic training at El Paso, Texas in November 1953, finishing his
training in mid January 1954. Jr. would be gone for two years, coming home
briefly from time to time. After basic he was home briefly because in January
1954, the Morgans all went to Ellis, Kansas, just north of Hays, Kansas, for the
wedding of Jr. and Rossie Jensen.

One of the problems with live radio is, that you sometimes make a boo-boo
on the air. Sometimes the copy you received is wrong, but the announcer most of
the time does not know it is wrong and reads it just the way he received it.
Sometimes the copy is right, but in the mind of the announcer, he will swear he
read it right, but out of his mouth comes something different; and on June 30,
1953, KWSK had its first major on-air boo-boo. A front page article of the Pratt
Daily Tribune, dated July 1, 1953, records the event this way: “Heavy Rush Due
To Radio Error.” “There has been a heavy rush to buy driver’s licenses due to an
erroneous radio report that licenses must be secured by July 1 or it would be
necessary for the applicant to take a driver’s examination. This report is not true,
Dale Sanders of the Sanders Insurance Agency said Wednesday.” Oh, well, I guess
some people just cannot take a joke.

Bob Schmidt for the most part had been what you might call a “Silent
Partner” to Clem and KWSK. Bob was now the General Manager of KAYS back
in Hays. He had helped Clem as best he could with getting KWSK up and
running, coming to Pratt occasionally to help with things and sell advertising for
Clem. Nevertheless, as Bob put it, “It didn’t take long to see that the station was
not going to support two families.” Bob also insisted that it had nothing to do with
any problems between Clem and him. On March 18, 1953, the Pratt Broadcasting
Company, consisting solely of Clem Morgan and Bob Schmidt filed an application
with the FCC, with Bob as the retiring partner. Clem brought out Bob for the
amount of $2,813.37. When Bob was questioned in January 2011 at Hays about
the amount of money, he simply replied, “That was the amount I felt I had in the
station up to that point, nothing more, and nothing less.” On June 23, 1953, the
application was approved, KWSK was now solely owned by Clem Morgan. Clem
and Bob remained very close friends throughout Clem’s entire life. In the January
2011 interview with Bob, there was still some emotion in his voice when talking
about Clem, for you must remember, it was Clem who gave Bob his start in radio
at a new station back in Hays, in 1949.

When KWSK started on the air on October 29, 1952, the only national news
it had was obtained from the UPI teletype machine located at the far south end of
the main north-south hallway, immediately east of the entrance to the bathroom.
The machine and news desk were located there for two reasons: first, it was out of
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the way and about the only logical place to put it. Second, as any old-timer in the
radio business will tell you, they were a noisy beast, so being located close to the
control room and the on air microphone was not a good idea. Margaret loved to
watch her dad “rip” news off the teletype and more than once he told her, “The
quality of your newscast depends on what you put in the wastebasket!” It’s too bad
that 21st century cable news would not abide by that wisdom. On May 1, 1953,
KWSK became an affiliate of the Keystone Broadcasting System, Inc, giving
KWSK a second choice of national news. How many times during the day they
“joined the Keystone Network,” is not known. KWSK would stay affiliated with
the Keystone Broadcasting System.

As the reader may recall, the transmitter site was located south of Pratt one
mile and the control studios were above Spear’s Men’s Wear and Tupper Office
Supply on the west side of the 200 block. This would prove to be a problem from
time to time for Clem, Sr. and especially KWSK'’s Chief Engineer Clarence Evans.
If the power blinked even for a split second, went out and came back on, or simply
stayed off, etc., KWSK was off the air, due simply to the fact the transmitter was
not remote controlled at that time. Besides the power problems, even on a normal
trouble free broadcast day, every momning, somebody would have to turn the
equipment on and after signoff would have to turn it off. Listeners would be tuned
in, listening to Norman Sparks reeling off the bargains, when suddenly it would go
dead. Power had failed. Apparently it was a problem to Clem. On July 2 of 1953,
after KWSK had only been on the air 9 months, he asked the Pratt City
Commission for standby power. Clem and KWSK had been having trouble with
interruptions of service. As Clem said to the commission, “The standby service is
needed to keep KWSK on the air when severe storms hit the area.” The transmitter
got its power at that time from Western Light and Power Company, which had a
tie line, that ran straight north to the city’s power plant and also within a block of
the transmitter site. It appears the city fathers were not averse to providing
emergency power, but informed Clem he would first have to get his primary
power company’s approval. Approval was obtained and after the connection was
made, the station presumably never again went off the air due to a lack of power.
To finally solve the problem, for good, on October 28, 1955, an application for
remote control of KWSK’s transmitter site was submitted to the FCC with
approval some time later. According to Clem Morgan, Jr., KWSK was the first
station in Kansas to have a remote control link for its transmitter site.

Another problem Clem would have with the power company was accurate
time. The transmitter site south of town was supplied by Western Power and Light,
expect when they lost power, it was on the Pratt grid. The downtown studios
however were supplied by the Pratt Power Plant and because of that, the clocks at
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the studio would always be drifting, sometimes as much as 20 seconds plus or
minus. The reason was simple, if the crews at the power plant did not keep the
generators at precisely 60 cycles, the clocks in Pratt would be off. If the generators
started drifting higher than 60 cycles, the clocks in Pratt would start speeding up.
If the generators started slowing down, well, the clocks would start slowing down,
too. As the load increased during the day, the generators would run slower,
because of the load increasing. After the afternoon peak, the load would start to
decrease, causing the generators to speed up. The operator was always speeding
up or slowing down the steam turbines to maintain 60 cycles. To tell how many
seconds the clocks were off, the operator watched a clock on the west wall of the
power plant’s main wall. The clock was a windup pendulum type clock, made for
that very purpose. The clock had a very large face that read in plus or minus 30
seconds. The operator could tell if he was off as little as a tenth of a second. If the
plant was tied to the Western Power grid, the frequency was controlled by them.
For the normal household, a few seconds drift is never noticed, but some things in
the radio studio depend on the control room clock being accurate to the second.
For example, KWSK announcer joining the Keystone Radio Network several
times a day. If for example, the newscast from Keystone started at 10:00:00 a.m.
sharp, and the clock in the KWSK studio had unknowingly lost 5 seconds, then
they joined the network 5 seconds late. For the problem, there was a short wave
radio in the studio tuned to WWYV in Fort Collins, Colorado. WWV was a
government-run facility with the sole propose of broadcasting extremely accurate
time signals. By tuning into WWV, KWSK always knew the correct time.

During the time KWSK was on the air, there were very few acts or groups
on the air as there had been at the radio stations Clem had managed in the past.
The times were changing and people were now becoming caught up in the
changing music scene and the coming of rock and roll. The on-air acts or groups
and personalities were becoming passé. One of the few known groups to air on
KWSK was the “Silver Sage Boys” in the fall of 1953 to the spring of 1954. The
group was comprised of Creed Badders, Dean Tregallas and John B. Thornton, all
in high school at the time. The boys had a 30-minute Saturday morning gig, the
airtime unknown. Creed was the unofficial leader of the gang and played fiddle.
Dean played the standard guitar with John also playing fiddle. According to all
accounts, they were good- they were very good. Creed graduated in 1955, joining
the Air Force. Creed would later play with Boxcar Willie down at Branson,
Missouri. Dean graduated in 1955, working for the Pratt County Weed
Department. John graduated in 1954, going to work for the Rock Island Railroad.
John later would lose most of his right arm and leg in an accident at Plains,
Kansas when coupling up some railroad cars. One of the most remembered
numbers the group played on the air was the “Orange Blossom Special.”

49

A B B mes



Unfortunately, none of the boys are alive to inquire about Clem and KWSK.
Creed died of lung cancer, Dean of “natural” causes and John in a house fire.
Some other Pratt people known to play with Creed’s group are Lonny Detmer,
George Wallace, Ray Looney and Dwayne Gould, all living at Pratt at the time.

The spring of 1954 was notable because Clem bought the property on 2nd
Street and the Morgans moved into the house they would come to love so much.
In 1954, it was a “Happy Days” period. Everybody knew their neighbors, there
were kids everywhere playing. Nobody locked their houses; it was a magical time
growing up in the 1950s. The Morgans lived in the house at 806 and the house to
the east, 802 West Second, was rented to the Harold and Jo Ann Hoss family in
the winter of 1954 until moving to his dad’s house at 914 Curtis about a year later.
Harold worked the 4 to 12 p.m. shift for Halliburtons and JoAnn was the secretary
for the Pratt Chamber of Commerce. The Hoss children, Herbie and Janet were
about the same age as Mary and Marla. When Harold and JoAnn were
interviewed about the Morgans, they said they couldn’t remember much, “only
that the rent was cheap.”

Polly Blevins and her family, Dave and younger son Don, lived “catty-
corner” at 204 South New Street. Both Polly and Dave were working at KWSK.
Polly lived next door to what was then the Hodges home at 202 South New, later
sold to Bill and Lenore Alexander when they came to Pratt to establish his dental
practice. South of them lived the C. G. Stivers at 210 South New. South of the
Stivers on the corner, the house facing 3rd Street, became the home of the Hull
family when they moved to Pratt and ran Hull Jewelry store in the 300 block of
South Main. The north west corner of New and Third or 802 West Third was the
home of the Howard Moyer family; Howard was an auto dealer in Pratt for many
years. His business was called Howard Moyer Motors located at 619 South Main.
George and Geraldine Green lived across the street, south of the Morgans, in the
house on the corner facing New at 207 South New. George was associated with
Green Lumber Company. Emory Davis and his wife lived west of the Greens at
817 West Second. Their son Melvin and his wife Barbara were acquaintances of
Ray Godfrey and Margaret in later years when Ray and Melvin worked together
at Safeway. On the “Morgan” side of the street, next door to the west were John
and Maude Robertson at 810 West Second. On the corner of 2nd and Pearl or 822
West Second was the Blanche Ballinger home. Blanche worked at the Pratt
County Hospital, as it was called then. It was a great and wonderful neighborhood
on a pretty street. As Margaret put it, “ I’ve so often told my sons that I went to
High School during “Happy Days” and it was a wonderful era to come of age in
Pratt, Kansas. I’ve been gone for many years now, but the Happy Days live on in
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the hearts and minds of myself and of my PHS contemporaries.” If Clem were
here today, I think he would simply say AMEN to that.

Bud and Pat Pratt decided to return to Sedalia. In 1954 or 1955, Clancy
Evans fell ill, the exact problem lost to time now. At any rate, he would be off
work for 6 months. During that period, Clem kept him on the payroll and a
paycheck coming in. There were no insurance policies at that time to cover such
things, so if it had not been for Clem, there would have been no money coming in
for him, the money coming from Clem’s own pocket.

1954 became 1955 and things continued to run smoothly at KWSK. There
seemed to be a decline in the economy in the early 1950s in Pratt and Melvena’s
health was going downhill as well, not rapidly, but consistently. This was the
reason Margaret became so involved in the day-to-day operations of KWSK at
such a young age. In March of 1955, Marlinda Joy Morgan was born to Jr. and
Rossie. Clem was a granddad for the first time! Six weeks later, Jr. and Rossie
would be flying back to Ellis, Kansas for her fathers’ funeral. While feeling deep
sympathy for Rossie’s loss, Clem and his family were thrilled to meet Joy.

In January 1955, KWSK and the Pratt high senior class teamed up for the
first time with the annual “Voice of Democracy” contest. The contest was a class
project that year, according to Everett Brown, senior speech class teacher. The
contest was open also to other students, not just the speech class. The students
formulated their own speeches and read them live on the air January 17, a
Monday evening. Only fifteen students that year entered the contest with Joan
Eubank, a senior, placing first, with her speech, “Freedom’s Smile.” Philip Lunt,
Ted Patterson and Phyllis Riley, all juniors, placed second, third and fourth that
year. The speeches were recorded and Reverend L. A. Dale, Eldon Meigs and
Mrs. E. F. Giannangelo were the judges. Other participants were Kaydene Dashen,
Ann Whetsell, Nancy Crabb, Shirley Winegart, Jerry Fenwick, Clarene Willard,
Virgil Vanatta, Rex Cramer, Gale Barker, Fred Pinkerton and Sandy Hilliard. It
appears the contest was not just a local contest, but was at a state level too. Joan’s
recorded speech was sent to the state level, but did not win. The “Voice of
Democracy” contest was an annual event at KWSK for several more years.

The readers of this book may think that the idea of Christian radio stations
is a recent idea, a product of the 2000s, not so. In a front-page article, dated
August 23, 1955, there was a five state area religious radio station proposal to be
located in Pratt. The Christian Broadcasting Company of America had planned to
establish headquarters in Pratt to broadcast daylong religious programs over a five

S1



state area. Darrell E. Hecht of Coldwater, a student at Friends University in
Wichita and a group of students who were in training for the Christian service
formed the company. Pratt had been chosen as a site for the broadcasts because of
its central location to send programs out over the airwaves to cover Kansas,
Oklahoma, Colorado, Nebraska and Missouri. The project never got off the
ground.

In December 1955, Clem and KWSK radio teamed up with Pratt Chamber
of Commerce Retail Committee and its Silver Dollar Day prize. For Clem this was
a win-win promotion for KWSK. The Silver Dollar Day drawing was a promotion
to get people to visit the participating stores, spend some of their money while
they were in the store and of course hoping they would be the winner. The
participating stores all would each kick in the money for the drawing. The lucky
winner, believe it or not, was actually paid sometimes in real “Morgan” or
“Peace” silver dollars. Back then; the dollars were only worth a dollar. I would bet
there are a few winners who wish they still had those silver dollars today!
Formerly, the drawing was made well in advance with sealed envelopes used to
distribute the list of winners to each participating stores. This type of drawing
would open its self to the idea that the contest might be rigged. The new idea was
that the winner’s name would be drawn just a few minutes before the 4 p.m.
announcement time by a committee of three, and the winner must be in one of the
stores at 4 p.m. to be eligible for the cash prizes, the same as usual. This is where
Clem Morgan and KWSK radio came into the picture. Participating firms were to
install radios in their businesses and tune into KWSK at 4 p.m. to get the names of
the winners. The stores were then given two minutes to call the radio station , if
the top winner was in the store. The phone number for the station? That’s simply,
just call 1570 or just tell the operator, “1570 please.” Back at the downtown
studios was the committee of three previously mentioned, Loren Thrall, Chamber
President, George Pumnell, Committee Chairman and Bill Adams, Chamber
Manager. The first “experimental drawing” took place on Wednesday, December
14, 1955 at 4 p.m.. As George Purnell put it, “This is an experiment,” but
emphasized that the winners must be in the store at 4 p.m. and did not have two
minutes to get there after hearing their names announced on the radio. The lucky
grand prize winner was to receive a record $525 first prize.

When school ended for the summer of 1955, Margaret went to the station
daily and did whatever she was told to. In the fall, she started her senior year in
high school, still reporting to the office after school and a quick coffee stop every
weekday. Saturdays, she routinely worked until afternoon because the manager of
Mullin Furniture would not give her the information for the following weeks copy

52



until he got the tear sheet from the Tribune about noon. Margaret would walk up
north to the store, get the tear sheet along with his instructions, write the copy
with 5 copies and finish making the book for Monday morning.

Incidentally, to Clem this kind of thing really went against the grain. He
believed the salespeople should pick up any necessary information from the
advertiser and beyond that, he believed that most copy information could be
obtained by phone in the traffic department. As Margaret wrote in her notes, “I
guess it speaks to the general economy and doing business in a small town, that
this advertiser was accommodated.”

Sometime in 1955, Polly Blevins, the Traffic Director left to go to
Independent Lumber. Clem had to lay her off to cut payroll and put in her place
was Margaret, who would now be required to work sometimes until six or seven
PM every evening. As she entered her senior year at Pratt High School in
September of 1955, the pace of her life accelerated. In addition to all the after
school hours at KWSK, she was in the Marching Band, the Pep Band, the Juco
Pep Band, the Methodist Church choir, Job’s Daughters at the Masonic Hall and
Juco Girls Chorus. In addition, she took private voice lessons from Liberty school
building teacher Paul Delinger’s wife.

1955 became 1956 and things continued to roll along at KWSK. In March
of 1956, Margaret would learn officially, what she had known unofficially since
she was ten years old. Melvena, her mother, had breast cancer. She continued to
teach Sunday School, attend Pilot Club meetings and other functions. When she
was in the office at KWSK working, she would often ask Margaret to go with her
to Duckwalls, just a few doors to the south, for a cup of hot tea. Margaret wrote of
her mother, Melvena saying, “She was a truly amazing woman and a testament to

her faith.”

Also simmering along in the early part of 1956 was Margaret’s pending
engagement to Ramon Godfrey. Ray came to Pratt Juco from Booneville,
Arkansas in the spring of 1955, recruited by Doc Richmond to play Ban Johnson
Baseball, center field. Before fall, he had also been recruited by Oren Ison to play
on the Pratt Junior College football team as right end, the first football team since
the Korean Conflict. Sharing the work load with her mother, Margaret graduated
from Pratt High School in May of 1956. On June 7 of 1956, Margaret became
Mrs. Ray Godfrey and a full time employee in the Traffic Department of KWSK
and began to assume some bookkeeping duties. She worked full time all that
summer and well into the next winter.
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From time to time KWSK had been off the air due to power company
service problems, storms, etc. For the most part, after the addition of the second
power line to the transmitter site from the City of Pratt Power Plant, KWSK was
pretty much on the air all the time, from sunrise to sunset. What could not be
predicted were the occasional problems or failures. KWSK, like any station
carried some spare parts, tubes, ctc., for the normal problems. It’s the abnormal or
rare failures that will keep you off the air for several days or weeks. KWSK would
have its first “major” problem with the transmitter on February 16, 1956, a
Thursday morning. That morning, sunrise was 7:28 AM, and right on time,
Clarence Evans, KWSK’s Chief Engineer had the transmitter warmed up and
ready for another broadcast day, which would end at sunset, 6:14 PM. The Gates
transmitter went on as usually with no problems, the remote control working nice,
with Clarence setting in the warm downtown studios. The broadcast day started
out calmly enough, but suddenly at 8:33 AM, the station was off the air and it
refused to go back on the air. Clarence made the short drive to the transmitter and
found that a “neutralizing condenser” had burmed out. The capacitor is usually
located in the plate circuit for the final power tube, before the signal goes to the
antenna. The condenser keeps the final from going into oscillation and running
away on plate current. The condenser at that time probably was only a 2 dollar
item, but merchants could not possibly carry every part in inventory. The
condenser had shorted out and although the time to repair the damage was minor,
the station would have to wait on the part to be sent from Gates Radio Company
located in Quincy, Illinois. Due to bad weather, the parts had to be sent by train
instead of by airplane to St. Louis, and from St. Louis to Wichita by plane with
Clem waiting in Wichita to bring them back to Pratt. The minor repairs were made
and KWSK was back on the air that Saturday. This problem would be nothing,
peanuts, compared to what Clem would be facing when the site got flooded out, in
the great flood of June 1957.

Outside of the shorted condenser, 1956 had gone by pretty smoothly for
Clem, not too many bumps in the road, and before the year ended, he was blessed
again by the arrival of Brenda Sue Morgan on October 1. This was the second
addition to the Clem Morgan, Jr. family, and Clem’s second grandchild- not a bad
way to end the year!

1957- The Year from Hell

Clem Morgan was a man of faith, with very deep convictions. To him,
family was very important. The most important person in his life was his wife
Melvena, his bride now going on 27 years. There is never enough time in a good
marriage; the 27 years had gone by quickly. All through Clem’s radio career, she
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was there by his side, through thick and thin, for better or worse. Melvena had also
been very active in the church work of the First Methodist Church, teaching a
Sunday school class and active with the Scouting program in Pratt. Her health
continued to decline into the winter of 1957.

On February 19, Melvena took a turn for the worse. Clem called Margaret
that evening and asked her to come over and stay with Mary and Marla while he
went with her to the hospital. Melvena never came back home, passing away nine
days later on February 28 at 3:30 p.m. in the Donley Hospital at Kingman, Kansas.
She was buried March 2, 1957 at Greenlawn Cemetery in Pratt. At that point,
Margaret and her husband Ray moved in to help Clem at home as well as at the
station. Clem would still go to the station, but his heart was just not in it now. He
was completely distraught and nearly destroyed by the loss of Melvena, his weight
dropping from 220 to 160 pounds at one point. Clem was so affected by the loss
that one night he found himself standing at Melvena’s grave, not even recalling
how he got there. It was a bitterly cold, windy night with sleet falling; he told
Mary sometime later that he “just couldn’t get it through his head” that night, that
the cold and the sleet weren’t hurting her.

Clem would still get out in the community life from time to time as a Pratt
Tribune article, dated April 19, 1957, shows. Clem was a member of the Elks Club
and from the article, a member also of the Kiwanis. The club met on Thursday
night, April 18 at Gerald’s Serva-teria on East First Street. Gerald’s would later be
known for many years as Don’s Serva-teria. That night Clem was elected vice-
president of the local Kiwanis, to complete the unexpired term of Bob Lolley, who
had resigned. This was a new club in Pratt, the article mentioning the fact, that the
next meeting would be the first anniversary with eleven members receiving their
perfect attendance pins.

Clem, and especially Margaret and Ray, were looking forward to a new life
in May of 1957 as they awaited the birth of their first child. The year from hell had
not given up, nor was it finished with the Morgans. That awaited blessing turned
into another blow when Jenni Lee Godfrey, born May 20, at the Donley Hospital
in Kingman, was found on May 21 to have a life-threatening birth defect. Little
Jenni was born with an incomplete esophagus. It had fused with her trachea and
did not extend to her stomach. She was transferred from Donley Hospital to St.
Francis hospital in Wichita when she was only 18 hours old. Immediate surgery
lasting four hours was performed, but with a birth weight of 6 lbs. 4 ozs., she
lacked the strength to withstand the trauma of surgery and passed on May 22.
Little Jenni was laid to rest in Greenlawn Cemetery in Pratt on May 24, 1957.
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There is a legend, some folks claim, that bad luck comes in threes. For
Clem and KWSK, it was not going to be smooth sailing just yet. On the night of
June 25, it started to rain cats and dogs, and it rained cats and dogs all night long.
The next moring, Margaret heard Clem get up at the regular time, make a phone
call, but could tell from the tone of his voice on the phone later, that something
was wrong. Clem, Jr. was the Sign-on man that morning. Jr. hit the remote control
buttons at the proper sign-on time and the transmitter came to life and promptly
went off the air. Only this time, it was not coming back on. The heavy rain all
through the night had caused the Ninnescah River on the south side of Pratt to
flood over its banks. Across the road, to the south, was the transmitter site and it
was now under four feet of flooding water. The transmitter was under water and
all the equipment was a total loss. Carl Lewis, now the Chief Engineer of KWSK,
had to wade hip-deep in water, just to get to the building. In the Pratt Tribune for
June 26, Clem reported that the station would be on the air in two to three days.
KWSK would not return to the air until July 9 at 6:55 a.m., sunrise that day.
Between the cost of new equipment and the loss of revenue from being off the air
for fourteen days, the financial loss would run in excess of $20,000, a small
fortune in 1957. According to the paper on July 9, Clem said, “Delay in the
shipment of equipment and final adjustments which had to be made is what
caused the station to be off the air for such a long period.” The old Gates-250A
was replaced with a new Gates BC-250GY still on 1570 kilocycles and still at
250 watts.

Already terribly stressed, still losing weight and smoking, Clem turned to
someone both he and Melvena had known since the 1920s. That friend was Agnes
Austin Williams. The two exchanged phone calls for several weeks, then Clem
went to Topeka, Kansas to visit Agnes. Long story short, they were married on
August 20, 1957. It had been a difficult year; however by fall, everything came
together and in October, Agnes moved to Pratt. In the interim, Margaret decided
not to work for a time, so a lady by the name of Regina was hired. She continued
for several years in that position. Agnes took over the bookkeeping duties under a
local accountant. Ray went back to his regular job at Safeway.

One thing that might be pointed out about Clem at this point is the fact that
although Clem was under a lot of pressure and smoking, he was by nature not a
heavy smoker. Clem was very disciplined in his habits and if you worked for him,
you were expected to be also. Clem never ate between meals and if he gained a
bit of weight, he cut back on what he ate until he lost it, usually giving up a small
bowl of ice cream after supper. Now that’s discipline! He also had a time frame
for his cartons of cigarettes and he did not exceed the limits he had set for himself.
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1958- Back to Normal

Unlike 1957, 1958 was off to a great start with the birth of Carol Lynn
Morgan on January 9 to Clem, Jr. and Rossie. Clem was a proud granddad for the
third time. Things were finally returning back to “normal” starting in the fall of
1957. Clem was now married to Agnes, and things were starting to settle down at
home. Margaret and Ray were making a new home life after the death of Jenni.
Mary and Marla were growing up, Mary was now 15 years old and Marla was 14
years old.

Mary and Marla were not as involved in station operations as much as
Margaret and Jr. were. Margaret and Jr. would be the ones putting in the most
time. One of the things Marla did remember was writing a PSA. On the matter she
wrote, “I do remember writing a public service announcement, actually just typing
the copy for on-air. I must have been 16 or maybe 15. The campaign was to
promote radio and the theme was, “Look for a room with a radio.” I typed, “Look
for a TOOM with a radio.” The error was corrected before it was broadcasted.
Mary recalls that after completing a summer course in typing at the age of 14, she
was promptly put to work typing the program logs, and continued to do so after
school for two or three years. She thought typing the logs was drudgery, but has
some enjoyable memories of her time in the office. She recalls the UPI teletype
playing “Jingle Bells” at Christmas time, using the bell that rang when certain
news items came through. It was a monotone “Jingle Bells,” to be sure, but
unmistakable, and very cheery. The teletype would also at this time print out
bells, stars, even Santas, all done in capital Xs. Mary still has such a printout of
John F. Kennedy, which was distributed by UPI following his assassination. She
also remembered sometimes sitting in the control room visiting with Clem,
watching him cue up the records to be played, and being very quiet when the
music ended and he opened the mike for announcements. She knew that any
noise she made would be broadcast and hundreds of people would hear it; and had
an odd (if unreasonable) feeling that somehow, when that mike was open, they
could all tell she was there anyway!

The year before in 1957, the Pratt phone system went through a major
upgrade. Gone was the simple four digit phone number (if you wanted to call the
downtown studios, just call 1570, KWSK’s frequency). Starting in 1958, to call
the station, it was GR 2-4405. Clem Morgan, Sr., Agnes, Mary and Marla were
still at 806 West Second, just call GR 2-3123. Ray, Margaret and family were next
door at 802 West Second, just call GR 2-2730. Clem, Jr., Rossie and family were
living at 1108 Champa, just call GR 2-5235. Even with the upgrade, life was still
a whole lot simpler in the 1950s.
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The next “blow” to Clem and KWSK would come on May 15, 1958, when
an application for a new radio station in Pratt was announced in the newspaper.
The application was filed by Bill Huffman, a partner with John Hampton in an
accounting firm. The proposed station was to be a 5,000 watt daytime and 1,000
watt nighttime directional with unlimited air-time. With KWSK at 250 watts and a
“daytime station,” KWSK would never fully recover after the new station went on
the air. Fortunately for Clem, it would take another four years before the proposed
station would be on the air.

In February 1958, Margaret’s husband Ray was working at Safeway and
was transferred out of Pratt to Dodge City, Kansas. Margaret was due to have a
baby about May 15, so early in May, she returned to Pratt to stay with her Dad
and his new bride Agnes. The baby had different plans however and Eric Godfrey
was born on June 13, 1958. When they were dismissed from the Kingman
Hospital, Clem and Agnes picked them up and they went to Jr. and Rossie’s, so
Rossie could show her the “ropes.” This was the Godfrey’s first child, having lost
Jenni the year before. Within a few days however, Jr.’s middle daughter Sue
became ill. Rossie called Dr. Jacks and told him about Sue and the new baby that
was visiting. Margaret said she doesn’t recall what the diagnosis was for Sue, but
that Dr. Jacks told Rossie to “get the baby out of there!” So they went to Clem’s at
806 West Second where “Doc” Clem proceeded to show Margaret the “ropes” on
caring for a new baby boy and he was delighted to get his hands on his new
grandson. It had been a while since “Doc” Morgan had to come to the rescue, not
since the KVGB days, but he hadn’t lost his touch! Margaret, Ray and new son
Eric, along with Margaret’s sister Mary returned to Dodge City in July.
Meanwhile back at the ranch of KWSK, holding down the fort, were Clem and Jr.

A new program to hit the airwaves happened on September 25, 1958, which
was called the “The Latest.” Clem was always looking for ways to promote the
station, but he was always foremost looking at ways to help young people that
were interested in the broadcast business. Roger Bailey, a Pratt High School
senior was the disc jockey -- or as Clem called them, the announcer -- each
Thursday, Friday and Saturday afternoon for “The Latest,” with Clem, Jr. running
the show on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons.

Everett Brown, the speech instruction at Pratt High School, first interested
Roger to radio broadcasting in his classes. When Roger became a senior, he
immediately enrolled in the radio production class at Pratt Juco. For several
weeks, he would show up at KWSK, talking to Clem, trying to get a job, but with
no luck. Finally, Clem gave in, seeing that Roger had a sincere desire to learn the
trade, but with one condition. Clem agreed to let him work, but only if Jr. would
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agree to teach him how to run the control board. Roger finally got his long-sought
job at KWSK. It was though the teaching that Roger earned a restricted
radiotelephone operators permit. A few weeks after he started, he was given his
own show, “The Latest.”

The program would consist of music and “DJ comments.” The music he
played was selected from Billboard Magazine’s “Hot 100,” consisting usually of
swing and rock’n’roll music. Since the show did not have a sponsor, Roger’s
airtime for three months was a “for-experience gig.” According to the October 30,
1958 Pratt High School Mirror, “Roger is planning to apply for a Federal
Communications Restricted Radio-Telephone license from Kansas City, Missouri.
This License will enable him to broadcast from the studio without the presence of
any other station personnel.”

Another person Clem hired in 1958 was a young man by the name of Ted
Patterson. Ted had gotten involved with KWSK in 1957 though the Pratt Junior
College and the speech department’s on air program, “Juco Jam Session.” Larry
Harris, whose folks ran the Host Cafeteria on South Main, and Ted Patterson
hosted this broadcast for quite sometime. Ted’s actual employment at KWSK was
intermittent and interspersed with college. According to Ted, he was employed
May to September 1958, January to September 1959 and May 1960 to September
1961. Ted earned his First Class Radiotelephone License in 1959 and did a little
bit of everything at KWSK, including Announcer/Disc Jockey, news editing and
newscasting, play-by-play sports and engineering.

KWSK sponsored its first bowling team in the fall of 1958, on Tuesday
nights. It was a girl’s only league, called the “Tuesday Night Owls.” The team
bowled at the Rose Bowl located at Main and Seventh Street on the east side of
Main. The bowling alley was owned and operated by Ralph and Bonnie Seidel for
many years before closing in the 1970s. For 1959, the Pratt Tribune only listed the
KWSK team in the woman’s league, again the “Tuesday Night Owls.” In 1960,
the girls moved to the Twilight League at the Rose Bowl. At the new Suburban
Lanes on K-61, the KWSK men’s team bowled on the Suburban League.
Suburban Lanes opened in 1960, with Carl Gates, Wilburn Robbins, Bud Wenrich
and Gwynn Crookham as owners and Howard Jones as its first Manager. In 1961,
the girl’s Twilight League moved to the new Suburban Lanes, the men still with
the Suburban League. No KWSK teams were noted in the newspaper for 1962,
1963 and 1964. One big advantage the Rose Bowl had over Suburban Lanes was
there was a liquor store located next door to the north of the bowling alley, which
always helped the bowling!
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In 1959, Roger Bailey went to Winfield College and announcing at KSOK
in Arkansas City. At KSOK, Roger reported the news and weather, announcing,
running two shows called “Needles and Spins” and “The Roger Bailey Show” and
even got to sweep the studio floor! His listeners at KSOK nicknamed him “Rodge
Podge” during the early weeks of his show. For his show, Roger didn’t have to
worry about requests, it seems that one fan from Ark City named Cheri, would
sent in three letters a day, seven days a week to Roger for requests. Roger said that
his ambition was to have an NBC news program or to announce on network
television.

On January 12, 1959, Clem, Jr. filed an application with the FCC for an AM
radio station in Larned, Kansas on 1290 kilocycles at 500 watts. There had been
rumors that Bill Huffman was going to file, but what Jr. didn’t know was that he
had filed the previous year in May 1958. Jr. didn’t know either that Pier San Inc.
had also filed the same day for a station in Lamed for the same frequency and
power. Pier San Inc. was comprised of equal partners, those being Webb Pierce
and Jim Denny, who were co-owners of WJAT in Swainsboro, Georgia; John
Bozeman, also known as Mack Sanders, who was owner of KSIR in Wichita,
Kansas; K. W. Pyle and Port Early, who were employees of KSIR. Jr. had
estimated the construction cost at $14,545 first year, operating costs of $24,000
with annual revenue at $30,000. Pier San Inc. estimated the construction cost at
$12,825, first year operating at $24,000 and annual revenue at $25,000. The matter
would not be settled until January 3, 1962 with the FCC voting in favor of the
Huffman application and denying the other two applications.

Featured in the January 16, 1959 Pratt High School Mirror was the new
Radio Control Room and equipment at the Junior College. Shown in the picture is
Jr. explaining to Roger Bailey the use of the broadcasting equipment in the new
control room. The control board in the picture is the Collins 12-H that KWSK
started with in 1952. Back at the downtown studios, a General Electric GE BC-1-
A control board had taken its place. The radio production class in room 208, had
been started by Clem, with the help of the Junior College several years before, the
year unknown now, but not long after the station had gone on the air.
Construction of the new radio production class took place over the 1959 Christmas
vacation with J. A. Knight and Sons, a building contractor for the Pratt area,
installing a new control room for the radio class. The control room featured two
large glass windows on the north and west ends, with an area on the west for panel
discussions and for news, sports and all other announcing. Jr. worked several days
on the installation of the new turntables and console desk. The class met from 1 to
2 p.m., then from 4 to 4:15 p.m., the “Juco Jam Session,” was presented by the
class on KWSK each Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The broadcasts from the
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Control Room at the Juco went by wire directly to the downtown studios of
KWSK and of course over its transmitter.

Daily, a production director was selected by the class and script
assignments were then passed out. Included in the program was music, mostly the
popular tunes at the time, school news, both high school and college and school
sports reports. There were also interviews with the coaches, teachers and students,
live talent that included instrumentals, vocals, speeches, and commercials, when
they had a sponsor. Six students were usually on the daily program. One would do
the announcing; two would give the news, two covering any sports happenings
and one handling the engineering. Special programs were also given from time to
time pertaining to education. The purpose of the class as Clem saw it was to help
give the students actual experience in the use of techniques in the broadcast
business, voice production, diction, speech composition and delivery, script
writing, announcing and operation of the radio controls. The class was normally a
three hour college credit course for one semester. In 1959, the class had seven
students, but thanks to the donated time and equipment provided by KWSK
personnel, the class of 1960 sported 21 students. The class would run for a few
more years into the 1960s before running out of steam. The program would
reappear again in the mid 1970s at the “new” JUCO on highway 281 under the
direction of KWNS and class instructor Ron Heape. What became of the Collins
12-H control board from KWSK sadly is unknown.

Mr. Everett Brown was in charge of the class from Room 208 and his usual
advice to the students before they went on the air was, “Use your diaphragm, read
by phrases” However his most important piece of fatherly advice was, “Ask me, if
you don’t know how to pronounce it!” When it was almost airtime, Mr. Brown
would look around the table, draw a sigh and say, “Shhh, clear your throats!”
When the “Juco Jam Session” ended with “we bid you a good afternoon from the
Pratt Junior College,” everyone would let out a big sigh of relief. Hopefully there
were no mispronunciations or duplication of news, those in the control room
crossing their fingers until the last of the news, sports and records had gone out
over the KWSK airwaves. After the program was over, in typical teacher manner
and voice, Mr. Brown would look at them and always say, “Very good, but
remember to use your diaphragm and be here next Monday!”

In the 1959 Broadcasting Yearbook, Clem, Sr. was listed as owner of
KWSK. Thomas K. McDonnell had been hired as General Manager and
Commercial Manager, with his wife Evelyn as Program Director. Jr. was listed as
Chief Engineer. The phone number for the station was now Greenwood 2-4405,
after an upgrade of the Pratt phone system, the year before. So much for the more
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more user-friendly number of 1570, the station frequency. Thomas had been hired
in the summer as General Manager with Clem hoping to go into semi-retirement.
Clem painted the house on West Second that summer, taking time out several
times to see his grandson Eric. Clem would spend some time at the station, but
probably not too much. The new-found “retirement” did not last long. Before long
there was a morning when KWSK did not sign on at 6 a.m. When Clem arrived at
the studios downtown to see what the problem was, he found the door was still
locked. Upon unlocking the door, he found the keys to the station had been
dropped through the mail slot. The next big discovery later was all the unpaid
bills. So, like it or not, Clem’s semi-retirement had been canceled and he was back
in the saddle again, now with a mess to clean up. Agnes once again assumed
responsibility for the bookkeeping, etc.

Meanwhile back in Dodge City, the Godfrey’s were busy with a new baby.
Sometime in the early months, Margaret returned to work at KGNO, workings on
logs and running the switchboard. But being a new mother, she wasn’t too thrilled
with being away from Eric, so she didn’t work there too long. About this time, an
opening occurred in area sales at KGNO and they inquired about Ray. Ray talked
to Wendell Elliott, the station manager and made the move into radio sales.

One of the interesting programs on KWSK in the summer of 1959 was
sponsored by Wolfe Music located at 122 S. Main, just a quarter block north of the
KWSK studios. The program was heard daily at 12:30 p.m. and featured Mr.
Wolfe on the Baldwin organ. How Mr. Wolfe compared to another “famous” organ
player by the name of Connie Jenkins is not known. What made Connie
interesting was that the more he had to drink before airtime, the better his playing
was. Connie played for Hammond Organs in St. John over KWNS in 1971 and
1972, recording an album of his playing in 1972. Mr. Wolfe would die several
months later in 1959 in a car wreck.

Another of the annual events at the station, besides the ‘“Voice of
Democracy” contest was done by the Pratt grade schools, Haskins and North
schools. Miss Barker, the music teacher at Haskins, was in charge of the program
that year. The Haskins sixth grade vocal group was on the air October 7, singing a
few numbers. Mrs. Clopton, the sixth grade teacher at North school, did a United
Nations program on October 14. Both aired on a Wednesday afternoon on KWSK
at 1:15 p.m. with the program length set at 15 minutes. According to a Pratt High
Mirror article dated October 2, 1959, “Each Pratt school will be presenting radio
programs throughout the year.” It is amazing how many local programs, events,
etc. aired in the time KWSK was on the air. Clem was very, very involved in the
Pratt community, and one only had to look at what aired, to see that it was true.
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Later in the summer of 1959, Dave Tucker called the Godfreys from
Superior, Nebraska also looking for an area salesman, so they packed up and went
to Nebraska. KRFS was a new station, going on the air, March 17, 1959. The
station was a 500 watt daytimer at 1600 kilocycles on the dial, owned by the Great
Plains Broadcasting Company, Inc. The owners according to Broadcasting
magazine for December 9, 1957, when the company applied for a license were
Melville L. Gleason at 30%, his brother Tommy L. Gleason at 30%, William S.
Scott at 20% and Gerald Charles Bryan at 20%. Melville was also Chief Engineer
and 51% owner of KAWL in York, Nebraska and KRSL at Russell, Kansas, with
his brother Tommy being 25% of KAWL and KRSL. William S. Scott was also
manager of KRSL. Gerald Bryan was also manager of KAWL. The new station
was well received in the area and Ray had good success with sales, also doing
some play by play during the football season. The Sales Manager for the station
was Dave Blevins, a former KWSK employee, no doubt also recruited by Dave
Tucker .

Clem, Jr. and Rossie left Pratt sometime in 1959, Jr. going to work at
Hutchinson, Kansas. He came back to Pratt in 1961 for a bit, then later on went to
work in Colby at KXXX. He visited Pratt frequently until he moved to Garden
City and went to work at the radio station there. In October of 1963, he remarried
and lived in Garden City until 1986, when he moved to Palm Springs, California
and went to work for his Dad’s old friend, Glen Barnett at KWXY radio.

Also living in Superior was Georgeanne Griffith Brown. Her parents were
Dee and Doris Griffith who owned and operated Owl Drug in Pratt, just south of
the KWSK studios. From time to time Margaret, son Eric and Georgeanne would
travel to Pratt. One of those trips was in the late winter of 1960, with the plan for
Margaret to stay a week in Pratt and Ray coming after them the following
weekend. It must have been the first of the month, as Margaret recalls, because
when he got to Pratt, there had been a big blowup at KRFS. The commission
terms Dave Tucker gave Ray upon hiring had proved too generous to the Gleason
brothers, so they tried to change that. When Ray didn’t go along with their
shenanigans, they fired him. Later they tried to hire him back at a different pay
scale and he didn’t go along with that either. They returned to Pratt and KWSK in
early 1960, where Ray was employed as Salesman and Sports announcer until the
fall of 1962.

One specific thing Margaret can remember at KWSK in 1960 was her
temporary return to the airwaves. Forsyth’s, a furniture store in Medicine Lodge,
wanted a “decorating hints” show. Once again, she was drafted, her Dad not
taking no for an answer. She didn’t feel she was particularly good at it and had to
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work from some hastily purchased Better Homes and Garden Decorating books,
etc. This was a woman thing, so this time there would very little help from the
male species of the station. Because Eric was so young, the show was taped for
playback. It seemed to be going OK until she got sick. Margaret called Clem and
told him her throat was too sore to tape the show with her Dad directing her to
“get the show taped!” So she did and it was bad, so bad that Forsyth’s, the show’s
sponsor, canceled. So ended her stint as a future Martha Stewart.

1960 soon turned into 1961, the start of a new decade. KWSK had been on
the air nine years now. According to the Broadcast Magazine Yearbook, Clem, Sr.
was listed as owner and General Manager, Ray Godfrey as Commercial Manager,
Agnes Morgan as Program Director, Ted Patterson as Promotions Manager and
Clem, Jr. as Chief Engineer.

In addition to being the Commercial Manager, Ray also did a lot of
ballgames, home and away. On the football and basketball games, Ted Patterson
was his spotter. As mentioned before, the guys had a tape recorder they took to the
games and recorded the play by play, then played it back at the studios the
following day. Ted was also on staff as an announcer and did some engineering
too. Ted Patterson started at KWSK while a senior at Pratt High School and
stayed until he graduated from Pratt JUCO, at which time he and his wife, Betty
Clarkson from Cullison went to New Mexico. Ray also pulled the closing shift on
the board starting at 4 p.m., also announcing the news, weather and sports at 4:30
p.m., then ran the board until sign off.

For Margaret, it was such fun to go to those ballgames; she was usually
with Cyril and Babe Cook as Ray was in the booth calling the game. One
remembered game was in the fall of 1961. At that time Floyd Huggins had been
hired as JUCO Football Coach when Oren Ison left. Huggins brought in a group
of players on athletic scholarships and the Beavers had a great team. In the fall,
the Beavers were in post season play, with a home game against Lawton,
Oklahoma. It was a heartbreaker, one of those where your team comes so close to
winning, it’s almost impossible to believe you lost. It was extremely cold and
snowed that fine driving snow during most of the game. It was so cold that during
halftime, Margaret made a mad dash to Clems to borrow some long johns! Some
of the sponsors of the ballgames Ray could remember were; Crouch Radiator,
Calbeck Furniture, Trout Motors, Tom Jenkins Upholstery, Owston’s Jewelry,
Cook’s Shoes and Diamond Sporting Goods.

Clem believed in being active with things in the local community and this
included Ray and Margaret. Ray was active in Jaycees and spent a lot of time
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helping build the “golf course” with “sand greens” northeast of Pratt on the
highway to Hutchinson. According to Ray, although referred to as “sand greens,”
they were actually cottonseed hulls, not sand. If Ray was in Jaycees, that meant
Margaret was in Jaycee Jaynes. She also resumed her membership in Epsilon
Sigma Alpha Social Sorority of which she was a charter member from 1956.
Margaret wrote, “Again, with 20-20 hindsight I can see that Ray and I stepped
into the role that I think Daddy saw Bob and Pat Schmidt occupying in the initial
planning of KWSK. Ray didn’t have the experience Bob had and I am no Pat, but
we were young and very involved in the community, which is important in a small
town.” It was also very, very important to Clem and keeping KWSK in the
forefront of residents’ minds. Incidentally, during this time, Clem’s wife Agnes did
all the office work and she was invited to fill Melvena’s slot in the Pilot Club.
Agnes was active in Pilot Club until she had to go to a nursing home in 1994.

1961 was also the State of Kansas Centennial on January 29. The author of
this book, Ron Detwiler, at the time was a student at Haskins School in Pratt, a
third grader in Mrs. Fred Chamberlain’s class. In February, on a Friday, the class
presented a special Kansas Day program called, “The Kansas Kitty.” The operetta
was written by Mrs. Clarke Jackson of Garnett, Kansas and was adapted from a
children’s book by Marguerite Cripe Jackman of Hutchinson, Kansas. The hero of
the play was “Sweet Williams,” a fictional skunk, played by Ron Detwiler, who
becomes the hero of the pioneers and is called “The Kansas Kitty.” The first
program of the Friday was a matinee for the students of Haskins. At 7:30 p.m. that
night, was the command performance for parents and friends. Also in the play was
Glenn Henson’s daughter Sandra, who led the flag salute. Which now brings us to
the question of what has this to do with Clem and KWSK? Well, unknown to me,
in addition to the two performances, Mrs. Chamberlain had arranged with Clem to
do the play live on the air at KWSK, which would become my only memory of
KWSK. The class walked from Haskins School to the downtown studios. While
walking to the studios, I asked several buddies, what we were going to be doing.
They told me that we were indeed doing the play live on the air and that we would
be talking into a microphone. From that bit of unneeded knowledge, the closer we
got to the stairs going up to the upstairs studios, the more nervous I got. This was
NOT a good idea in my nine year old mind. I knew enough about radio, even at
nine years old, having spent a lot of time at my Uncle Homer’s TV shop, that there
was going to be easily a million people tuned in, just to hear me make a mistake
on the air. Well, before I knew it, there we were, standing at the door that had the
huge letters K W S K on the door that guarded the stairway to Hell. Up the
stairway we went to a studio room that was, in my mind, huge. In 2010, when my
dad Don Detwiler and I went back to take pictures of the place, it wasn’t nearly as
huge as I remembered it. In the “North Studio” as it was called, we were seated
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behind a long table with some microphones on it. In front of us, looking through a
large piece of glass, was the control room and a long box with levers, knobs and
other weird stuff sticking out the front. In that room was a very tall man and in
front of him at the controls was another person. By now, if someone would have
yelled BOO, I would have been the first one out the door and safely back at good
ol’ Haskins! Because in my scared little mind, in front of me was the Devil
himself and his helper and we were not going to make it out alive!! Well, before I
knew it, we were on the air, I had done my part talking into the microphone
without a single mistake, the program went without a hitch and down the stairs
we went, still alive and kicking. The tall man in the control room, I would learn
later in life was none other than Clem Morgan, the man at the controls, I probably
will never know. Little did I know that in the short span of ten years later, I would
be doing that for a living as Chief Engineer at KWNS. So in a sense, I guess
Clem gave me my start in radio, that cold February day, way back in 1961.

Another of Clem’s firsts in Pratt was in February 1961 with the first Farm
and Home Show held at the Municipal Building in downtown Pratt. This was a
very successful promotion for the station. All the merchants at the show would
advertise on the air for the public to come in and see their goods and naturally
there was specials being offered to entice them to spend their money. It was a
good deal for KWSK because of the influx of commercials to promote the show,
the merchants at the show, etc. It was a good deal for the merchants too, because
of the increased sales resulting from the show. The show was so successful that
the show was continued by KWNS after KWSK had gone off the air in 1964.
Because the show was so well received, the next year it was moved to the Pratt
National Guard Armory for more room. The show would occur each February, on
a Saturday and Sunday, well into the 1980s. To help promote the show, Clem got
together with the local Chamber of Commerce and arranged to have the current
Miss Kansas, Gayla Leigh Shoemake, appear at the show and of course, the show
was free to the public. To help promote the Kansas Centennial, the ladies and men
dressed up as pioneers. Even Agnes and one of her friends got into the act,
dressing up as pioneer ladies and posing with Miss Kansas.

One of the most interesting people Clem hired at KWSK was Larry
Waggoner in July 1961. Larry had been trying to break into radio in the Wichita
market with no luck at all. By chance, one of the station owners in Wichita was
friends with Clem. He made a call to Clem, telling him of a bright young man
looking for a start in radio. Clem hired Larry and he was on the air July 10, 1961.
La.ty was listed as News Director for 1961 and Chief Engineer for 1962, 1963
and 1964. Larry’s first tour of duty at KWSK was July 10, 1961 to September 2,
1962 when he left to go back to school at KSU. His second tour was from
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June 3, 1963 to October 4, 1963, this time it was good ol’ Uncle Sam calling for
Army training. His last time was from April 12, 1964 to August 30, 1964, signing
KWSK off the air for the last time. When KWNS bought the station equipment in
September 1964, Larry was part of the deal and went to work for KWNS from
September 6, 1964 to January 25, 1967. This time, he quit to marry Ann Barker, a
local girl. He joined her at WSU in Wichita and worked at KEYN, a new FM
station in Wichita. His on-air name was Alan McKay. Larry has for many years
run his own business, Broadcast Technical Consultants.

Another employee of KWSK was Lynn McBride (no relation to Martina).
Lynn moved to Pratt in 1961, to live with his sister and family for the summer,
from attending North High in Wichita. His sister and her husband worked days
and needed a “family nanny” to live in and care for the two girls.

It was during that time he learned that Pratt High School offered radio
training through Pratt Junior College. Since Lynn was going to be a senior and his
grades were such, the possibilities of working in radio seemed exciting to him. So,
as the time drew near for his final year of high school, Lynn stayed in Pratt and
enrolled in the radio class. As the reader already knows by now, Pratt JUCO had a
great speech teacher. According to Lynn, he had taken speech almost every year of
high school and sat under some good teachers, but to him, Everett Brown was
outstanding. He emphasized pronunciation! Lynn remembers him saying, “It is
NOT, K “dub-u” SK, it is K “double U” SK, let’s get it right.”” In 1959, the theme
song, “Theme From A Summer Place” by Percy Faith was number one and during
that school year, it became everyone’s favorite. Lynn said, “ When I hear that song
today, I still remember the remote studio at Pratt Junior College.”

According to Lynn in an e-mail, “ That fall, in 1962, I actually went to work
for KWSK, coming on at 4:00 p.m. to spin some songs and to engineer the board
for the newcast reporters at 5:00 p.m. [ would then stay on until sign-off. All radio
announcers at that time were required to have at least a 3rd class FCC license.
KWSK was a small powered station and had to sign off for high-powered night
radio. Whenever I would cut power, blasting through the airwaves came radio
sounds of XERA and XERF from Del Rio, Texas, with 500,000 watts of power
and legendary DJ, Wolfman Jack. In the summer of 1963, I left Pratt to go to
Kansas City and attend the Grantham School of Electronics to get my 2nd class
license. I went to Kansas City, but the school had closed, so I moved back to my
parents home in El Dorado, Kansas and took classes by correspondence. I later
worked for radio station, KBTO in El Dorado.”

For Clem, January 3, 1962 could be called Black Wednesday, the day the
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FCC gave Bill Huffman the go-ahead for the proposed new station east of Pratt.
Throughout 1962, Huffman would run progress reports on the construction of
KWNS in the Pratt Tribune. Finally on November 21, 1962 Clem placed a full
page ad in the paper. The ad building on “The BETTER SOUND in Radio,” with
expanded news coverage, the best in music, the latest in sports and market returns
and up to the minute weather information. Clem was starting to feel the pressure,
since this was the first time in the 10 years since the station had been on the air,
that he had to run an ad promoting KWSK.

For the most part, Clem had a teen listening crowd in Pratt in the early
(daylight) evening time. During the day however, the kids listened to KLEO, the
top AM station in Wichita at the time. At night in Pratt, cruising first and main,
you can bet the radios were tuned to KOMA, WLS, and WOR. Well, starting
sometime in 1962, you can also bet, that almost every radio in every car was tuned
to 1570, waiting for KWSK to sign off the air. Now this was nothing against Clem
and the station, no sir. It was just that as long as KWSK was on the air, you
couldn’t pick up the new DJ on the radio from Del Rio, Texas on XERF-AM.
XERF-AM was also on 1570 kilocycles, the same frequency as KWSK and
although its transmitter was 250,000 watts, as long as KWSK was on the air, it
blanketed the signal coming from XERF-AM in Mexico in Pratt. According to
Harry Mansfield and Lynn McBride, the signal from XERF-AM was so strong,
that even after KWSK signed off, the remote antenna base current meter would
still show 30 to 40 percent of the rated antenna current.

XERF-AM was a Mexican clear-channel station on 1570 kilocyles in
Ciudad Acuna, Coahuila near the United States border at Del Rio, Texas. It gained
fame as a 250,000 watt “border blaster” owned by Ramon D. Bosquez and Arturo
Gonzalez. In earlier times, the station was operated under the laws of Mexico by
Ramon D. Bosquez. Once world-famous, XERF commenced operations in 1947
using the old facilities of John R. Brinkley’s XERA-AM, which ceased
broadcasting in 1939. The same John R. Brinkley who was in Pratt for five
months in 1916 and haunted the Hospital halls at 209 2 south main where the
KWSK studios are now.

With the birth of rock and roll and its promotion by disc jockeys such as
Alan Freed, a new interest was taken in the unrestricted superpower airwaves that
were available in Mexico. Alan Freed had originally called himself the Moondog
after hearing the name used by an experimental street musician in New York City.
Freed not only adopted the name, but used the recording of a howl to give his
early broadcasts a unique character since he was featuring African-American
music that was getting a great reception from America’s white teenagers.
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One of Freed’s fans was Bob Smith, a disc jockey who also adopted the
Moondog theme and adding his own sound effects. Smith took his act to Inter-
American Radio Advertising, who sent him to the studio and transmitter site of
XEREF. It was here that Smith invented his own style of border blasting by turning
the airwaves into one long infomercial featuring music and off-the-wall products.
Bob gained a huge audience which brought in enough money to not only pay pay
the bills, but to cause bandits and corrupt officials to also take enough interest in
taking over his promotions for themselves. As a result, Smith began to pay his
own security force to protect him, because although he lived in Del Rio, Texas,
because of the Brinkley Act, he had to actually broadcast from the station itself in
Ciudad Acuna in Mexico.

According to Arturo Gonzalez there was a shootout in 1962 in which one
person died. In another incident in 1964 two people died. No one was ever held
accountable for the deaths. It was following the second gun battle when Bob
Smith decided to leave for XERB, another border blaster located across the border
in Tijuana, but within earshot of Los Angeles. It was this station that George
Lucas featured in the 1973 movie American Graffiti.

Now why would the kids in Pratt sit by the radios waiting for KWSK to
sign off the air just to listen to some disc jockey in Mexico by the name of Bob
Smith. Well the answer is simply. Bob Smith was not the air name he used on the
mighty 250,000-watt signal coming from the RCA transmitters of XERF-AM. For
you see, that sometimes if you were lucky, that the second KWSK signed off the
air and the transmitter shut down, the next thing you heard on XERF was “Who’s
this on the Wolfman telephone?”” Yes Bob Smith was Wolfman Jack and now you
know the rest of the story!

While the battle between the two stations in Pratt was just beginning, two
young teenagers back in Falls Church, Virginia had their station shut down.
WALE, “your neighbor station” was the brainchild of Bruce Wahl, 13 and David
Lester, 14. The station was located in Wahl’s bedroom. Bruce and David were its
commentators, engineers, announcers and disc jockeys. The station coverage area
was the local neighborhood with a grand total of nine other houses. The boys had
put the station together from old parts, the transmitter putting out about a tenth of
a watt.

Every afternoon after school WALE offered the neighbors a program of
weather information, news pulled from newspapers and of course, music-
“everything from rock ‘n’ roll to the semi-classics.” Wahl said he knew that at
least one family listened, “but they moved away after the first broadcast.
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Of course, they had been planning to move for six months.”

For Bruce and David, it was great fun until one day when Bruce spotted a
man in an automobile aiming a device with an aerial at his bedroom window. Then
the man came to the door and asked, “Are you running a radio station?”’ Proudly
the two boys acknowledged the fact that yes, they were. Well, the smiles on their
faces disappeared when the man showed them a card identifying him as an
investigator from the FCC and told them he wanted to check their equipment.
After that, he sat down with the boys and Bruce’s mother, informing them that
operating an unlicensed radio station could result in a $10,000 fine or jail for two
years, or both. That’s when the two boys started shaking like leaves and I don’t
think Mom was too happy at this point, either. It appears that the FCC was willing
to forget the whole thing; after all, this was the 60s. Today the boys would still be
hiring lawyers. WALE was officially off the air, having enjoyed a one-month run.

On Thursday May 10, 1962 Clem Morgan was the speaker for the Pratt
Kiwanis Club at Gerald’s Serva-Teria. Clem was still a member of the club, but
did not hold an office that year. Clem talked about National Radio Month
choosing the topic, “Radio-Solid Citizen of America.” The Kiwanis’ were
conducting a membership drive and that night three new members were initiated
including Ray Godfrey, Clem’s son-in-law, Merle Cales and Leroy Young.

The summer of 1959 Clem had tried his hand at “semi-retirement” with
Thomas K. McDonnell as General Manager but with terrible results. Clem
officially announced his retirement as head of KWSK in an October 20th Pratt
Tribune article. Charles “Kay” Hutchinson from KFH radio station in Wichita
would become the General Manager effective November 1, 1962 according to
Clem. According to the article, “Morgan stressed he would maintain an active
interest in community affairs, although he plans to assume a passive role in the
operation of the local radio station.” Kay was program director at KEDD in Dodge
City until July and currently Production Supervisor at KFH when Clem hired him.
He had come to Pratt from Delevan, Kansas with his wife, a former actress from
Bay City, Michigan and a 20 month old son.

When Clem was interviewed for the newspaper article he said, “Without a
doubt, KWSK is my proudest work.” Clem also pointed out in the article of a
special plaque hanging in his office attesting to his lifetime devotion to radio. It
was presented by the Broadcasting Industry and was awarded to Clem as a “Radio
Pioneer.” Clem began his radio carecer back in 1925 at Wichita, Kansas just two
years after the first commercial radio station KDKA in Pittsburg, Pa. went on the
air.
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When Kay was interviewed in the fall of 2010, he said he had come to Pratt
and KWSK with the intent of buying the station. According to Kay, Clem kept
raising the selling price on him with Kay’s final offer in August 1963 of $100,000.
Clem refused the final offer. So in September 1963, he went to KNIC, a new
station in Winfield, Kansas as Sales Manager. When Margaret was questioned
about the failed sell, she said that, “Dad wanted to retire, but was also afraid to.
Kay had set the final price at $100,000. Dad was afraid that the $100,000 would
not get him though the rest of his life.” Clem at that time would have been 57
years old. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics Inflation Calculator,
$100,000 would have equaled $738,444.44 in 2011 dollars. KWNS, Inc. in
September 1964 would purchase the assets of KWSK, but not anywhere near the
price Kay had offered.

Another of the interesting and important employees that Clem hired was
Harry Mansfield in the summer of 1962. Harry would be with KWSK to the end,
signing it on for the last time, August 30, 1963. Harry’s story is best told by him
in this April 24th 2012 e-mail, “My interest in a broadcasting career actually
started in Jr. High School. In 1955 as a 13 year old 7th grader I started running
record hops for the high school, the principal was a family friend and knew I was
a “Ham”. While I attempted to get these “Old Guys” you know 15 to 18 year olds
into the modern Rock and Roll area they were still more into the old Big Bands
and Standards. By the time I reached High School our generation was completely
molded into the Rock area, maybe that had something to do with me, but I think it
was mostly Dick Clark’s doing. I continued to be the DJ for record hops and
dances throughout my high school and college years, including doing a “Live
from the Dive” record hop from the K-State Student Union on KSDB-FM on
Friday nights for a couple years. I was mainly interested in becoming a sports
play-by-play announcer when I entered KSU as a Radio-TV Major, but anything
having to do with broadcasting interested me. One of my first experiences as a
sportscaster came when I did the play-by-play broadcast of the first baseball game
ever played at Frank Myers field at K-State on April 7, '61 (K-State 11, lowa State
0). The story of how I arrived in Pratt and KWSK begins in the summer of 1962.
Having completed my second year at K-State I needed to get a job and earn some
money to continue my education. I took a summer job at KCHA in Charles City,
Iowa and was able to put a little money aside, but not enough to get me back to
school, and I had used up the money my parents who operated a small dairy farm
had saved for my education. So, I sent out a number of audition tapes to radio
stations around Kansas and got a response from Sherry Parks, general manager at
KGNO in Dodge City. After a telephone interview with Mr. Parks in September,
1962 1 found myself headed for Dodge. Apparently Sherry Parks and I had
drastically differing views on what a radio announcer should sound like.
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Therefore, at the beginning of November, 1962 I once again found myself seeking
another job. Mr. Parks was gracious enough to inform me of two jobs in the area
that he knew were open. One was at KGYN in Guymon, Oklahoma and the other
at KWSK in Pratt. I contacted the general managers of both stations, and both
invited me to come for an audition. We sometimes hear the term “The Fork in the
Road” used, well when leaving Dodge City I came to my “Fork in the Road”. On
the east side of Dodge highway 56 and 154 (now US400) split off from each
other. When I came to that intersection I had to decide which fork to take, and it
would be the one that changed my life forever.

Needless to say, I made the turn for Pratt and had my interview with Kay
Hutchinson at KWSK. After my interview Kay asked me to come back in a
couple hours so he could discuss my application with KWSK owner Clem
Morgan. When I returned to the KWSK studios Kay asked me if I could start in
the morning, of course I said yes.

Much to my good fortune one of the other KSWK employees, Lynn
McBride, was in need of a roommate, and agreed to let me move in with him. A
short time later Jim Beckler, known on-air as Jim Campbell, also moved in with
us. We were sort of like the Three Musketeers, “All for one, one for All”.

After work on the second day of my KWSK adventure, Lynn asked if I
wanted to get something to eat. We went downstairs to the lunch counter at
Duckwalls where we were greeted by a very cute, blue eyed, blonde who came up
and asked us, “What can I do for you Guys”? Lynn knew this young lady since he
was going to school with her at Pratt JuCo, and had dated her roommate, so he
replied, “I’ll have one waitress to go, with nothing on”. Me being ever ready
with a response to an opening of that sort came out with, “That sounds good, I'll
have one of the same”. She gave both of us a dirty scowl, went to the other end of
the counter and sent a waitress that must have been in her 50s over to serve us.

I eventually learned that this cute little blonde’s name was Shirley Lamkin,
and after finally convincing her I was not some kind of pervert, got her to not only
talk to me again, but started dating. This led to becoming engaged in April, 1963
and married on July 13th 1963. On our wedding night in a motel in Wichita I told
Shirley, “You know Duckwalls has the slowest service in the world”. She became
quite indignant and retorted, “What do you mean”? [ said, “It took me 9 months
to get my first order”! Our marriage lasted almost 47 years until Shirley died
from cancer on April 7, 2010".
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The apartment where Lynn, Jim and I lived was in the basement of the
house at 516 S. High Street. It was your typical bachelor pad. Not only did the
three of us live there but several of Jim Beckler’s friends from WSU would come
over a stay with us. Two of the guys that I remember were Jim Banzer who
worked weekends at KAKE radio in Wichita, and later was a newsman at KWBB
and KFDI, and Berry Gaston who would eventually become the general manager
at KFH. Jim Banzer had a great voice for news reporting, and we would
sometimes get him to fill-in on KWSK newscasts.

One of the most memorable occurrences of our adventures in the South
High apartment was on a Saturday night/Sunday Morning in April, 1963 when Jim
Beckler left a cigarette in a ash tray on an overstuffed chair arm and set the chair
on fire. There was no serious damage, other than the chair being destroyed,
except that everything in the apartment was saturated with smoke. We ended up
spending the rest of the night and Sunday morning in a laundromat washing every
piece of material, clothing, bed linens, towels, etc. from the apartment. We also
spend a couple nights sleeping on the floor in Studio “A” at the station until the
apartment aired out.

There was also the night in May when Lynn must have overheard Shirley
and I discussing wedding plans and somewhere in the conversation I think Shirley
said something to the effect that we could just elope to Miami, Oklahoma and get
married. What we did that night was go out to dinner and then spent several hours
sitting at a picnic table at Pratt County Lake making wedding plans. Lynn thought
that we had actually taken off to Oklahoma, and called both our parents, and Kay.
[ think they were about to call the Highway Patrol when I walked back into the
apartment. We did have to calm our families and assure them that we would wait
until July for the Wedding.

Working at KSWK was a blast. Kay Hutchinson (aka Kay Charles) did the
early morning shift, signing on at 6:00am. I came in and did newscasts from
7:00am until my air shift at 9:00am as Harry Dee, my on air name. Lynn and Jim
did afternoons and I took over again at 5:15pm with an easy listening program
called “Qulite Time” until signoff. As a daylight only station we signed off at
sunset, or no later than 7:00pm.

While Kay was manager our identity was “KWSK’s Better Sound”. There
was a 5 minute newscast at the top of every hour with 15 minute news at 12:00
and 5:00pm. Each quarter hour segment was setup on format cards that would be
shuffled around so that the segments would vary from day to day at a particular
time. Somewhere in each segment there would be a “Showcase” number such as
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as “Country Classic”, “Golden Oldie”, “Broadway Musical” or the like. On air
announcers also had 3 x 5 cards with a series of one line station promotions that
were read between records. These were the days when disc jockeys actually spun
records, either 45 rpm records, or 33 1/3 LP’s. All commercials and promo’s were
on tape cassettes. The major source of news was from a United Press
International teletype that operated 24 hours a day. This was the source of all
International, national, and state news, plus sports and weather. The only news
gathering and reporting done by KSWK staff members was local news.

Another major part of KWSK’s programming was live remotes. We setup a
number of these at retail stores, car dealer’s and the county fair. These were a
favorite of mine, since it provided an opportunity be among the public instead of
being stuck in a studio.

I left KSWK at the end of August 1963, spent a few months at KNDY in
Marysville, and then joined Don Hoagland, and Galen Pankratz at Don’s new
station, KANS in Larned. Don and Galen had been at KWNS while I was at
KSWK. I stayed at KANS until June 1964, then returned to KWSK after Clem
Morgan had his heart attack and helped Larry Waggoner keep the station going
until Clem could work out the arrangement with KWNS to discontinue operations.
Larry and I were the last two to be heard on air at KWSK.

After KWSK I continued my radio career in Abilene, Texas returning to
school at Abilene Christian, and managing the college radio station KACC and as
an announcer at KFMN radio. I eventually became the manager of KFMN from
1966 until 1967. 1 left Abilene and moved to Rochester, NY where I was an
announcer and account rep for WACK in Newark, NY for a year. In 1968 I started
a new career as a computer programmer, continuing weekend on air shifts at
WACK through 1969. By 1970 I was fully engaged in an Information Technology
career that lasted 40 years.”

How much did an announcer make working at KWSK in 1962? The answer
is in the Broadcast Weekly, dated December 31, 1962 on page 63. KWSK ran an
ad under the situation wanted column under announcers, “First phone, announcer,
some sales and management experience. Willing to relocate, top earnings so far,
$100.00 per week. F. C. Morgan, 806 2 West Second, Pratt, Kansas.”

“Tribune Plans Radio Broadcast,” that was the front-page headline in the
paper dated December 13, 1962. The idea of the linkup between the Pratt Tribune
and KWSK was to provide readers and listeners of both with extended news
services. The newspaper presented a newscast six days a week over KWSK at
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4 p.m. It was the opinion of Chuck Bames and Kay Hutchinson, “that the
combination of the efforts of the news gathering staffs of both the newspaper and
the radio station will give the citizens broader local coverage.” Special equipment
was installed in the Pratt Daily Tribune News Department by Hap Kettering for
Bell Telephone to enable the news broadcasts from the Tribune newsroom to be
fed downtown to the KWSK studios with editor Charles E. Smith reporting. It
was a great idea, but did not last very long.

One final thing that happened in 1962 that you can bet Clem took notice of,
was the open house for the new radio station KWNS on December 30. There was
a large ad promoting Pratt’s “Newest Model of Radio, A Brand New Look, A
Brand New Sound.” KWNS went on the air January 18, 1963 at 5:30 p.m. Clem
would have many loyal customers stay with him, enough to keep KWSK on the
air. Although not recognized at the time, it was during this time that Clem’s health
began to fail. With 20-20 hindsight, it was apparent to Margaret years later he was
ill then. She wrote, “I’ve often wondered if the outcome might have been different
for KWSK, if he had been well enough to fight the battle for survival. We’ll never
know of course, but I will always wonder.” Starting in late 1962, Clem Morgan
was about to face his biggest challenge so far in life, his battle with lung cancer.

January 18, 1963, marked the day KWNS went on the air at 5:30 a.m. that
day. It was now official; there was another station in town and competition to
KWSK locally for the first time. It would naturally take some time for the effects
of another station to affect KWSK, but the change was imminent and Clem would
be unable to stop the coming juggernaut.

February 23rd and 24th, marked the third anniversary of the KWSK Farm
and Home Show. The two-day event was at the National Guard Armory, just west
of the Pratt Municipal Swimming Pool. Clem had moved the show there because
of the need for more display room for the merchants and this show would be a
special one also for Clem and well as Pratt.

One of Clem’s all time favorite recording artists was Bob Wills. Clem
could not afford to book Bob to do the home show, but he could afford to book
Bob’s younger brother Johnnie Lee and he was just around the corner in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. That is just what Clem did and on Saturday night, at 9 p.m., there was
a big dance at the Municipal Building in downtown Pratt, the price of admission
only one dollar!

Station Manager Kay Hutchinson reported that although the crowds that
year were smaller than they had been in the past, the exhibitors were very pleased
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with the success of the event. What seemed to please them was the fact that there
were only local advertisers there. A rough estimate placed the attendance at
between 1,200 and 1,500 for the two-day event, with 650 at the dance.

In the February 28, 1963 Tribune, Kay reported that KWSK had changed
its daily broadcasting hours to 6:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m.. He said the change in hours
was in keeping with FCC regulations governing the operating hours of daylight
radio stations. In April 1963, KWSK operating hours would again change to 6
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Another program in 1963 was for the early morning risers at 7 a.m. The
“Early Moming News” was brought to you by the B. F. Goodrich Farm Tire
Service Center. For the KU fans, KU sports was carried over the air and was
sponsored by State Farm Insurance, with Jack Eastes being the local agent in Pratt.

One of the interesting promotions Clem came up with in 1963 was the
“Three R’s of Broadcast Advertising” promo, the Three Rs standing for
RECOMMENDED-RELIABLE-RETAILER. The idea was that if you saw the
KWSK Three Rs decal on the store window or door, it was a store you could trust.
Clem said, “It was designed to let the public know that a firm DOES NOT use
false advertising. KWSK, of course, will not accept advertising which is false,
fraudulent, or misleading, but many people are not aware of this.”

If the merchant bought the sales package, he got a package complete with
sale aids, pre announcements, on air announcements, a “3 R” jingle and 100
decals. Clem also pitched the idea to other stations too, but if they wanted to play,
they had to pay. Clem took out an ad in the June 17, 1963 Broadcast Weekly
Magazine on page 146 stating, “WARNING. The 3 “R’s” of Broadcast
Advertising. . . RECOMMENDED-RELIABLE-RETAILER. . is a copyrighted
feature usable under franchise only. Contact Clem Morgan, OWNER KWSK,
Pratt, Kansas” Clem must have had takers, because in the July 22, 1963 addition,
there was an ad stating, “NOTICE! Recommended Reliable Retailer; The “3-R’s”
of Broadcast Advertising Ready for Distribution NOW. CONTACT CLEM
MORGAN, Pratt, Kansas.” How many merchants or other stations signed up for
the deal is not know.

For 1963 Clem Morgan was listed as Owner, Agnes Morgan as Program
Director, Ray Godfrey as Commercial Manager and Larry Waggoner as Chief
Engineer. Larry was replaced by Ron Pesha when he reported for Army training.
Ron was replaced by Harold Flood, who came from Alabama, when Ron resigned
to enter the hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Also working at the station was Ted
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Patterson, Don La Porte as Sales Representative and Jack Clark.

The next to leave the “nest” in 1963 was Mary when she married Pratt local
and fellow classmate Les Gould on March 1. Margaret and Ray were down in
Enid, Oklahoma now and Jr. was in Garden City. At the Morgan home at 802 West
Second were just Clem, Agnes and Marla now.

KWSK also put out a monthly pamphlet called the “Pratt News.” The first
edition date is unknown and the only surviving copy is from December 1963. In
that edition Clem is listed as Publisher, Jack Clark as Editor, Harold Flood as Art
Editor, Don La Porte as Sales Representative and Agnes Morgan as Production
Director with Mary Gould doing the Cover and other art work. In the Pratt News
were different ads, letters to the editor, an editorial by Clem, stuff you would find
in a regular newspaper, except this newspaper was put out by the radio station.

One of the interesting things to note in the December 1963 Pratt News is
the apparent pot shots at the other radio station KWNS, of course never
mentioning them by name, but the overtones are there. For example it notes that,
“KWSK is a member of many of radio industries organizations.” “KWSK is a
member of most of the professional organizations in the radio industry,” “The
most important of these are the NAB and KARB,” “One of the most unique of the
organizations to which KWSK has gained membership is the Radio Pioneers,
open only to broadcasters active in radio in its formative years. Clem Morgan,
owner of KWSK, is a member of this unique group,” “KWSK is the only Pratt
radio station which holds any of the memberships.” On other page, it states that,
“REMEMBER, there is only one station located in downtown Pratt, Kansas.”

On other page, Clem took a shot at the fact of KWSK having a non-
directional pattern with one tower and KWNS having a directional pattern with 4
towers. Clem noted, “For good overall coverage, one tower at a radio station will
give you practically equal radiation in all directions, and this is desirable in
reaching as many listeners in your trade area as possible. When you see one tower
rising majestically in the air, you know it is radiating in all directions at the
maximum allowable power, as authorized by the Federal Communications
Commission in Washington, D. C.” For Clem, it was one tower, all power.

Clem was starting to really feel the pressure of two stations. Just as Bob
Schmidt had told Clem that KWSK would not support two families when Clem
bought him out in March 1953, the question now was, could Pratt support two
radio stations? It appears that at this point, the shift of ad money was starting to go
to KWNS.
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Although Clem could promote the fact of the different organizations the
station belonged to, the fact of one tower, etc. The hard facts were that KWSK
was 250 watts non-directional and KWNS was 5,000 watts directional with its
daytime pattern going to the Colorado-Kansas line. KWSK was a daytimer and
KWNS was 500 watts at night with unlimited hours, although it signed off
normally at 10 p.m. There were simply far more listeners in the KWNS pattern,
then with the KWSK pattern. One other hard fact was that KWSK could not do
live broadcasts of the local high school and JUCO sporting events, if they were at
night, since KWSK was a “daytimer.” The sporting thing is what prompted the
community leaders to convince Bill Huffman in 1957 to file for another station. If
KWSK had been able to broadcast local sports at night, history might have been a
little different.

Sales had started to slip when KWNS went on the air in 1963; Clem’s
health was also slipping too. The business sales had not been the best in 1963 and
1964 was starting out even worse.

To help make some money, Clem started a Broadcasting school at KWSK.
The first announcement of the new school came in January 20, 1964 edition of the
Broadcast Weekly on page 94 under the Instructions column. It read, “Broadcast
school: Train on KWSK; announcing controls, news, tapes, remotes, logs traffic,
sales, FCC rules, study third ticket. We know our business. We’ll teach you (five
weeks). Clem Morgan, Owner/Mgr., KWSK, Pratt, Kansas.”

Clem also had a nice four page color pamphlet printed up promoting the
school with Mary appearing on the back cover as Miss KWSK. Clem said on
other page, “The course includes Announcing, with emphasis on diction,
pronunciation, and enunciation; Control Room, DJ, Programming, News, Copy,
Tapes, Remotes, Logs, Traffic, Sales and Elements One, Two and Nine for a 3rd
class examination. When students complete the KWSK course, they are ready to
work in a Station, without a long break-in period. Cost of attending the KWSK
School is made comparatively low partly through availability of very reasonable
living accommodations. Food and lodging for the five-week course sometimes
can be obtained for as little as $100. Tuition and fees are $400. For little more
than $500 you can attend the institution where actual ON THE AIR
EXPERIENCE in an operating, COMMERCIAL station is offered.” It was a great
idea for the station, but it appears that there were no takers. There were at the
time, across the nation, some very good schools, most notable Elkins Institute of
Radio. There were also books available to help get your third or first
radiotelephone license. So what appeared to be a great idea did not work out so
well in the real world.
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March 7 and 8 was the weekend of the annual KWSK Farm and Home
Show in 1964 at the National Guard Armory. This would mark the last time the
home show was run by Clem and KWSK. For this home show, there was nothing
special about the show, just the show itself. Clem did not have any name acts at
the show this time.

As stated before, 1963 and the start of 1964 was not a good year, business
wise for Clem. Sometime in very late 1963 or very early 1964, Clem turned to an
old friend he had worked with in years pass, going back as far as his KIUL days in
Garden City, B. Lynn Cook, who also had a history as a great salesman. Lynn
thought the sun rose and set in Clem Morgan and he would stay with him until the
station closed.

One of the promotions Lynn came up with was dated April 10, 1964,
entitled “Let's Get Away from It All.” In Lynn’s own words from a letter sent to
Skateland in Wichita, Kansas, he said, “We have an idea for getting new
customers for you! Pratt is a nice little town. We enjoy doing business here. Yet
we are realistic enough to know that Wichita, a little more than an hour’s drive
from here, can provide attractions that Pratt cannot. Therefore, we are starting a
Bright New program called “Let’s Get Away from It All.” Sponsors from Wichita
will use this program to invite people of this area to spend the week-in in Wichita
“Living It Up.” We want to tape individual invitations from the manager’s or
owners of the businesses to add a personal touch. The program would run Friday
afternoons and the cost to each sponsor would be only $5.00 a week. We know we
could do you some good. If you are interested please mail the enclosed card. It
places you under no obligation. Sincerely yours, B. Lynn Cook, General Manager,
Radio Station KWSK.” How the promotion went is unknown and how the Pratt
merchants took to the idea of promoting people to go to Wichita to spend their
money, one can only guess.

One of the funny and interesting stories about KWSK happened on April
13, 1963, a Saturday night and is best told by Lynn McBride in an e-mail. “It was
in late winter or early spring, 1963. Three of us, who were employed at KWSK,
shared a one-bedroom basement apartment in Pratt. After all, what 1s worse than
working together all day and living together all the rest of the day? Good question!
You need to remember, men living together in the 60's was a totally different
picture than guys living together today. A person could share beds and bedrooms
without gossip. Since it was just a one-bedroom, that meant that someone "got the
couch." I think we helped to define the term, couch potato. The three of us
included, Harry "D" Mansfield, Jim Campbell and myself. Harry and I were the
ole timers, so to speak, and Jim was the new kid on the block, so guess who got
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the couch.

Harry and I did not smoke, but Jim did. Another reason he got the living
room by himself. One evening, after we had gone to bed, it was about 11:00 and I
awoke smelling smoke. Not cigarette smoke, but burning, house fire type of
smoke. Jumping out of bed, running into the living room, there was Jim, still
sleeping with the couch on fire. He had gone to sleep smoking. With a few shouts
of, "Get up, you are on fire," he came to his senses and jumped up. By that time,
Harry D was in the room and we were grabbing pitchers of water. It wasn't a
raging blaze, but a smoldering black smoke that was quickly filling the apartment.
Remember, "We were in a basement apartment,” so that meant we have now
awakened the people upstairs and they were very concerned, but not happy. We
quickly got the fire put out as the fire department had now arrived. We didn't call
them, but the home-owners did. By this time, they were not only, "not happy
homeowners", they were very upset. We just ruined their home and evening's
sleep. Our next decision was, where do we go? You are right, we headed to the
radio station with an apartment load of smoke filled stuff. It must have been 1:00
a.m. or later before we got all of our possessions carried into Studio A. Studio A
was a large room, about 25'x25' and we filled it up. Might I say, we didn't go back
to the apartment, except the next moming to pick up a few things we had left. We
did not want to talk to the homeowners any more, nor did they want to see us.
That next morning, with the three-some snoring in Studio A, in comes Kay
Charles with, "What the &"%é&*? are you doing here. We explained our plight
and we made the moming police news report, of the house fire in the south-west
part of Pratt. How long did we stay there? Can't remember! But I am very sure we
packed up and got a new place within a few days. Let me say in closing, "This is
not the way to make headline news," or a good impression with the radio station
management.”

According to Harry Mansfield, they stayed in the KWSK studio for a few
days and went back to the apartment at 516 South High, as it appears that John M.
Nelson and his wife had forgiven them. Lynn moved out of the apartment in June
1963 and after Harry and Shirley were married, lived in the apartment with Jim
Campbell also moving out in the meantime.

Also back to work at KWSK was Larry Waggoner, doing announcing and
as Chief Engineer. Larry was also a gifted musician too, playing the banjo. As the
reader recalls, Clem was also very gifted musically. Larry could see Clem’s health
slipping, so it was during this last period at KWSK, that he started spending more
time with Clem and Agnes, coming over to the house and playing the 12 string
banjo, jamming with Clem, just spending time with them. Larry as well as Harry
Mansfield and Lynn Cook would be with Clem to the end.
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Margaret and Ray were now living in Enid, Oklahoma moving there in
April of 1963. On May 23, 1963, they decided late in the afternoon to call Clem
and Agnes and told them they were coming up to charcoal some hamburgers for
supper and spend some time with them. So, they loaded up the charcoaler in Ray’s
Ford Econoline van and the Godfrey family headed for Pratt. It began to rain and
when they reached Cherokee, Oklahoma, they crossed an intersection where the
water started coming in the doors of the van. It was a wonder the van hadn’t
started hydroplaning, but they were young and confident and had no idea how
foolish it was to keep going. Somehow they made it OK to Pratt, cooking burgers
that night and went home. The next time they visited Agnes, she told Margaret
that Clem had become very sick that evening, but since nobody else had become
sick, the burgers were ruled out. Clem had suffered from digestive problems for
years prior to this, but had always used baking soda as a remedy and up until that
time, it had worked well for him. What happened to Clem that night, baking soda
was not going to help. That night, Clem suffered his first serious heart attack.
Sometime shortly after that, Clem’s doctor started confining him to the house all
the time.

Every June in Pratt, the BIG event was of course, the annual Miss Kansas
Pagent. Back then, the pagent was held at the downtown Pratt Muncipal
Auditorum. That year in 1963, Clem and Kay Hutchinson (KWSK general
manager) decided it was time to set up a state wide radio network and on June 8§,
1963, a Saturday, the final night of the pagent was broadcasted live. Kay
Hutchinson was the host for the broadcast and Harry Mansfield was the studio
engineer. It was an eight station network, with seven stations carrying the
broadcast live, while KWSK as a daytimer, delayed the broadcast until Sunday,
June 9th. Pratt native Karen Schwarts representing Wichita as “Miss KAKEland”
was crowned “Miss Kansas.” KWNS would later, starting in 1965, broadcast
every night of the pagent, but KWSK was the first to broadcast the Miss Kansas
Pagent.

In 1964, the station was still losing money, and even B. Lynn Cook, Clem’s
long time friend, could not stop the trend. Clem’s health was going downhill too.
Clem had tried to sell the station several times, the last attempt being with Kay
Hutchinson. With all the pressure, there was nothing left to do but shut down the
station. The end came on August 30, 1964, with Harry Mansfield signing on the
station and doing the morning shift with Larry Waggoner having the “honor” of
doing the afternoon shift and signing KWSK off the air for the last time with The
Star Spangled Banner. The instrumental version was always played at sign off all
the years KWSK on the air, so Clem thought it was fitting that “Old Glory” would
see KWSK right to the end.
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Clem wrote a letter to the FCC that day informing them of the decision to
shut down the station. Clem wrote, “This letter is to inform you that I am
surrendering herewith my license for the above station, and that as of tonight, I
will shut down the station and discontinue broadcasting. I regret to do this, but
since having a serious heart attack last May 23, I have been unable to effectively
manage the station and I’ve been steadily losing money in its operation. I have
attempted continuously to sell the station as a going business, but because of the
limited market, and the unprofitable operation, I’ve been unable to effect such a
sale. My doctor now has me confined all the time, and I cannot do other than shut
it down. Thank you for your many past favors. Cordially, Clem Morgan.”

The Pratt Tribune reported it the next day this way, “KWSK Radio Station
ceased operation here Sunday, August 30. Ill health was the reason given by
owner-manager Clem Morgan. Morgan suffered a heart attack in May. He
established the station in October 1952, and has operated it since. Morgan
announced that his future plans are indefinite.” It was the end of an era, the like of
which Pratt would never see again.

The station was shut down now, that was that; but Clem’s health was not
improving. Later in August, he suffered a fainting incident. In late August, Clem
entered the hospital in Hays to see what was going on. Shortly after September
1st, Margaret took a bus from Tulsa to Hays to be with him and Agnes. Mary, Les
(Mary’s husband) and Marla were attending Fort Hays State at the time, so they
were already there. Jr. was working in Garden City and came over to Hays for the
weekend. Bob Schmidt, Clem’s ex-partner, was still General Manager of KAYS
radio in Hays, so Bob was there too for his old friend. They were all there when
the doctor made the diagnosis of cancer. Clem was discharged from the hospital in
Hays and went to St. Francis in Wichita for surgery in October.

Clem had been a smoker all his life and the doctor in Hays had found lung
cancer. In 1964 they did not have the advances in medicine that we take for
granted now. Back then a diagnosis of cancer was more or less a death sentence.
Moreover, when the doctors at St. Francis x-rayed Clem’s chest with the more
advanced equipment, they found a large tumor in his lung, directly behind his
heart. In October, Clem had his left lung removed, which was the best doctors
could do for him at the time, and he was given a 50-50 chance for survival. Clem
was released from the hospital in due time, but he and Agnes remained in Wichita
for a while, staying with relatives.

By Thanksgiving, Clem was back at home and all the kids and grandkids
were there, too, for the holiday. Clem enjoyed the day with the family, playing
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with the grandkids as best he could and of course, the good food. Soon it was
Christmas, all the family once again together. For Clem the holidays were a great
time, the time for the family to be together, but this year it was different. This
year’s holidays would mark the first time in Clem’s radio career that he would
miss out on the holiday ads that would run over KWSK, the kids programs that
would air, the special Christmas programs that the station aired every year, such
as “A Christmas Carol.” For a radioman, the holidays were a special time too at
the station.

Following the surgery in October 1964 at St. Francis, Clem recovered to a
degree, but by Christmas was not doing well. He re-entered the hospital at St.
Francis in late January 1965, where he passed away on January 30, 1965.

Clem was buried in Greenlawn Cemetery in Pratt on February 1, 1965
beside his beloved Melvena. The Pall Bearers read like a Who’s Who of Kansas
broadcasting, Edward Montrey of KLEO, Dave Wilson of KARD-TV, Dale
McCoy of KAKE radio, Fred Conger of KWBW radio, Leo Legleiter, retired and
Bob Schmidt of KAYS radio and TV. The National Electronic Association
magazine would honor Clem on page 6 and 7 of its March edition.

B. Lynn Cook, Clem’s long time friend would have the honor of reading his
eulogy, which read, “Francis Clem Morgan, son of Lee and Fanny Morgan, was
born April 28, 1906 in Indian Territory in Oklahoma (later known as Manchester,
Oklahoma), his father having made the run into the Cherokee Strip. He attended
high school in Harper, Kansas where he graduated in 1925, then attended
Pittsburg State College. Clem was one of the pioneers of radio, starting his career
in Wichita as an entertainer. During his 41 years in the radio profession, he served
in various capacities, ranging from entertainer to manager, and finally, owner of
KWSK here in Pratt, which he closed in 1964 because of ill health. During his
career in the broadcasting industry, he was the inspiration for dozens of young
men who now hold positions of responsibility across the country. Today, the
broadcast industry of Kansas honors his memory across the state with a period of
silence, for Broadcasting and the world were always better for his presence. His
integrity knew no compromise. His friends in radio and other endeavors realized
that “Here was a man.”

To close out his eulogy to Clem, Lynn used some words that Colonel
Robert Green Ingersoll, one of the most famous orators and speechmakers of all
time had used at his brother Ebon’s funeral at Washington, D.C. on May 31, 1879.
Lynn’s eulogy ended with these words, “He added to the sum of human joy, and
were everyone to whom he did some loving service to bring a blossom to his
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grave, he would sleep tonight beneath a wilderness of flowers.”

The biggest honor to Clem’s memory as a radio pioneer would come from
the Kansas Association of Radio Broadcasters on February 1, 1965. In a news
release to all the Kansas Radio stations, Hank Parkinson of Wichita, Executive
Director of the KARB wrote, “ The Kansas Association of Radio Broadcasters is
asking its member stations to honor Clem Morgan, Kansas radio executive who
died in Wichita Saturday, with one minute of air silence in conjunction with his
funeral at 2 p.m. today, February 1 in Pratt, Kansas. The air silence may be
preceded by the following announcement, to begin at 1:59 p.m. The Kansas Radio
Industry lost one of its pioneers Saturday with the death of Clem Morgan. Mr.
Morgan started his radio career in 1923 in Wichita and was active in Kansas radio
until his retirement September, 1964. At the time of his retirement, Mr. Morgan
was owner and Manager of KWSK in Pratt. During his broadcast career, he
managed stations in Hays, Garden City and Great Bend. The wise advice and
counsel he was always willing to give his fellow broadcasters will be missed and
can never be replaced. Yet, we are all better for having known and worked with
Clem, and the improvements he made in Kansas radio will serve as a lasting
memorial to his immense capabilities. Funeral services for Mr. Morgan will begin
in 15 seconds in Pratt, Kansas. Station------- (your Call Letters) joins with other
members of the Kansas Association of Radio Broadcasters in paying tribute to
Clem Morgan with one minute of air silence. Silence to 2:01 p.m. and then pick
up with regular program. Thank You, Hank Parkinson, Wichita, Executive
Director, KARB.”

Just as Clem’s funeral began at 2 p.m., Kansas radio fell silent for one
minute to honor one of its own. The minute of silence was reserved for significant
occasions in radio broadcasting, and it honored him not only as a radio pioneer,
but also as someone who touched many lives both in radio and through it.

For some, it would be easy to say that KWSK died that day, but it did’nt.
For you see, Clem was a big fan of Ella Fitzgerald (first lady of song) and the
song she recorded with the Count Basie Band, “The Song Is Ended, But the
Melody Lingers On.” That is how the story of Clem and KWSK should rightfully
end with the fact that Clem has passed on, but the memory of KWSK still lingers
on.
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Newspaper Articles
Including the following:

The Pratt Daily Tribune Page 86

The Pratt Union-- Page 130
The Great Bend Tribune- Page 132
The Dodge City Globe 'Page 137
The Hays Daily News Page 138
The Wichita Eagle Page 139
The Pratt Pride Magazine Page 142
The Atchinson Daily Globe-------------- Page 143
The Sawyer News Page 144
Capper's Weekly Page 145
The Arkansas City Traveler------------ Page 146
The Pratt Mirror Page 148
The Pratt Beaver- Page 157
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Pratt Radio Station
‘Application'-Granted

WASHINGTON, Nov. 5 —iP)—

The communications commission
rtocay —tentatively granted an apg
plication to the Pratt Broadcastmg*
-company-for a standard mdm_sta-
tion at Pratt.
- The company, owned by Clem
'Morgan and- Robert  E- Sehmisdt.
proposes to operate on 1570 kilo- |
cycles, 250 watts power, da"txme,
only.

Unless: objection . is filed, the
_grant becomes ﬁnal in 40 days.
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| washing the vegetables. (
| Cal J. Emerson, city sanitarian. |
| said his office had received many
inquiries from Pratt residents -sk-‘
| ing about possible harmful effects |
|of the spray which gets on garden
vegetables. t

Emerson said if garden vege-
tables are washed just as any!
|store-bought vegetables are|
| cleaned. before eating. no ill effects |
will arise. Even if the vegetables
were eaten without being washed, |
Emerson said, probably a person |
woutdnot-get-sick. F—

Pratt Radio Station
‘Tower Completed |

- Radio station KWSK, to begin |
1operation.- in Pratt in June, com- |
pleted this week its 200-foot radio |
tower southwest of Pratt _Bill|
Adams, Chamber of Commerce,
said today.
I” Adams ‘said the tower, about the
same height as the state highway
patrol tower west of town., was
purposely set in a depression.
Adams said radio engineers expect
exen greater power from the sta-
tion because of the low level of
water beneath the tower.
Remodeling of downtown office
| butlding space for the station's
. studios is under wav. Adams said,
41as well as construction of a radio
' equipment building a1 the foot of
‘|the tower. Owmers of the station

tt Daily Tribune

Pratt Airport Well
A Failure; Richardson
Wildcat Delayed

The -Munieipal airport—oil- test
northwest of Pratt has resulted in
a failire. The Hole was drv and
abandoned at 4.562 feet. No im-
portant showings were encounter-
ed but the test was structurally
high: Ftest waslorated i sw
sw sw 17-27-13.

A mishap at the Richardson
well northeast of Cunningham
last week has delaved the com-
pletion of the well, and mayx cause
its abandonment,

During a drill stem test in the
well, oil rose 2.400 feet in the
hole and everything pointed to
ward exgellent production in the
testThe well was e
parently the cement had beex
forced into the ol beaving forma
tion and all flow had been cut ofa

Broken Hose Causes Fire Alarr

A broken hot-water radiator
hose on a car at Fifth and Ninnes
cah brought Pratt firemen in ans
wer to a call this morming, Fir
Chief Wayne Scantlin said the mar
gave his name as L. Pride, Saw-
ver. When the hose broke loose
steam rose from the maror, Scant+
lin said. causing Pride to think his
motor was afire.

i |expect the station 1o be strongest
toward the southwest,
The new tower iz located a half

mile west of the bridge south of Pleased as Pl.ll'lch

town.

Dale Leach, the enterprising

t1asina catacman wha farviae An

R e —
down when given an ultimatum.
Mechanical drills failed to un-
|cover any tunnels but the search
| will continue.
Notorious Compound 76—sym-

Three to Compete
:|ln Speech Section

Of Operation Goodwill

‘| Final selection of the student to

.|represent Pratt on Operation

bol of Communist defianee on this
riot-torn island—has been singled
out as the first to be dispersed
when ‘“operation breakup” gets

Goodwill, a tour through Canada underway within the mext few
r/and the east coast, will be held:days,
, Monday afternoon at 2:30 in the
;1 Avres-Calbeck chapel, Clérence E. |
. Renner, chairman of the Opera-
(tion  Goodwill committee of the.

&zt:‘rljans of Foreign Wars, said Broadéasﬁng Delayed

Renner said cach of the three: Broadcasting by Pratt's new
final contestants, Glayda Tooth-iradio station, KWSK, wkich origi-
aker of Cullison. Naomi Stadel, . nally had scheduled operation for
Pratt, and Joyce Smith, Pratt. wili the first of June, has beem delaved

» | give a short speech on U.S.-Canada until sometime in July. Biil Adams,
| | relations in world affairs. Chamber of Commerce, said today.
-| The three girls have already Adams said alterations to radio
s | submitted essays to the judging | equipment of the station are re-
|commitutee, which will be counted spong:bledkt)r t}:leddgla,v. H? ﬁxdtgg
i ally wit speeches. | positive date had been se T
> e first broadcast of the 350-watt
| City Electrician Killed station.
COLBY—#P—Bill Harper. 29, e
‘|city electrician, was: burned fa- Minor Traffic Aeccident
tally by contact with a po\\'ér= One minor traffic accident was
line while working on a pole Fri-| reported by Pratt paolice Friday
day. His wife, Florence, survives. | night. Alford D. Wolf Sr., Hugoton,

Ambassadors

were involved in an acrident at
[]
a nf lace Tancian

588 S. Main. Police said King's
June 7, 1952

car was parked when struck by
| Wolf's car. Damage was listed as
minor.
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Praft Ragio -
Station May Go
On Air in August

Pratt’s_new_ radio _broadcasting| Monday, according to announce- |

station probably will get on ‘the
air sometime-in-August, Clem Mor-
gap, manager and co-owner, told

anembers-of the Rotary club Thurs-
ay. ;

The confrol room at the tower
south of town has been completed,
be said.  Instdllation of equip=
ment will get under way next

. week. - Upon‘its completion, Fed-
eral Communications commission
engineers from Kansas City will
“give it a trial rin. Following their

New Through Bus
Service to Salt Lake
To Start Monday

.. Through bus service from Wich- .
ita tq Salt Lake Citv via Pratt|mal
and Pueblo will be placed in effect | Wa¥

mént made by D:”E. Mobre, gen-
eral trafficc manager, Continental
Trailways Bus system, Wichita.

The new service, to be known
as the Monarch route, is one of the
two new through transcontinental
bus routes to be placed in opera-
tion on Monday from the Middlet¥
West through Colorado to Mormon
capitol city. The secong route, to
be called, the Silver Dollar Route,
will connect Kansas City and To-|J
peka with Denver, Grand Junction

_approval,.a 10-day notice of readi-1and Salt Lake Cits. o

ness to begin transmission will be
. sent to the FCC at Washington.
_With—-its—fimal~approval-the—sta-
tionmwill beonthe-atr - —-"

‘Morgan said the Ma¥n stree
“studios -will “not be completely
_ready .by the time ‘the station
begins broadcasting but that the
staff - would use available quar-

ers until the re-modeling work
s concluded. g /
The station,--Morgan said; will
operate from . sunrise to " sunset,
although_he hopes later 1o obtain
a longer broadcasting period. It
will cover a distance of at least|

a- 50-mile radius,— he—said.-

The manager related difficulties
of the past few vears in obtaining
a ‘frequency. With Pratt en-
circled” by slations at Wichita,

~Hutchinson; Dodge-City and Great
Bend, available wave lengths were
limited, he pointed out The Tirst
frequency selected was ‘contested
by a Ponca City, Okla., station

A second . choice brought oppo- |

sition from a Wichita station and
a third-from a nearby station. He
managed to win out over the third
protest, he said. The first appli-
cation was filed in 1949.
Morgan said he had been in the
radio business since 1929. His
partner in the business here 1S
Bob Schmidt, present manager of
“KAYS at Hays. :

r
m fage_ _ 1

July 1

Moore explained that the new!car
service has been held up for a|age
number_of months waiting for des '
liverv—of a NéW fleet of air-con-| §
ditioned buses especidlly designed| V
for practical operation across the | yeci
Kansas plains country as well as}his
through the scenic mountians of:Wa
Colqrado and Utah. |a re
| ~Eight of the big new 300-horse-| Rag
| powér buses have been assigned to| Mr
|each of the_new through routes'par;
for_ the initial period of service'Ste
which -will include one through!ma:
schedule dailv each wayx. ThejSur
through bus from Wichita to Salt|the
ILake_City. will leave at 11:07 p.

m. daily.

|

Soveral nneriee have hean rorsiv

8, 1952
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APPROXIMATELY 735 attended the United Fund kiek-off breakfust this mofnmg in 1he Cham-

ber of Commeree rooms. Scated at the speuker’s table, from left to rvight. are Ball Adams, secre-
tary of the Chamber of Commerce: Harold Johasen, president of the Chamber of Commcree: Rudy

A. Fischer, Uniled Fund Drive Chairman: and Leland Spurgeon, Pratt radio station, speaker at the
breakfast. The Man in front is unidentified.
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Pratt Radio Station Accidental Shot
- Proves Fafal-

Goes ‘On Air Today 7o Alma Coffman®

. a An  aceidental  punshot '\—wnnf\.&
o g : ‘ners w- Y
:\‘ll.{“m\::lllt‘nl':lml:‘l)'l:r":7::(-;:\",13,(“","\vl\|rh she had received anly littleld fo
"'l'fw Star Spangled Banner” led more thim 24 hours earlier, ‘prov-{
off. The Rev. lLwnn  F, Tuytap, €@ fatal Tuesday night at 0 to!

All the  difficulties  that have
plagued 1t for weeks behind, KwW-
SK, Pratt’s radio station, went on,
the air at noon today. % :
WL T 1a70 on ‘the dinl, the  new Dastor of the” Presbyterinn chureh(12- vear < old Alma Jeanne Coff.
stiubion clevoted s mv:mnm pro-fd representing the Praft Min. man, d.'.ull!hh"' ':f ',Mr'.-u]ltl er,ld::
grmn 1o coremanis keved o thelistevial assocttion, gnve briel de- V. K. Caffmun, 902 4, Fifth. "‘_‘

Clbeginning of o new  enterprise,[Yoloens” | -Siyuiiy SR BN S iiplagt
"”,‘ Ciie Jeaders, and othars, particip-l I Adams, _ manager. _of _ the l*._.-‘-! calibre_Dullet fromla n(lu."!:‘.

wted and congratulstors r|u-,~snﬁ.-s'('ll:unlu-r af Commerce, served afdischanrged wh.c-n it fell to fhe MU
were  rend, - master of ceremones o antrodue- o at the Coffman home., Ve |

With  this formad  Lanehiyg mge _ewle and community  Jeadersinan Klebre Cofforn, hee brother [do
KWSK “_.”‘ A ‘lllr (Iull\:'w"" slnlu: bruefly, wis preparing oo clean the pun,’it
| 9 1 A Niaff of ¥ight fWhiely wus Ve lheevasd Y baee ppapbonsedoset [V
- fl'l'"."N""' e until "“"Z‘_"': 17 wil Stintiom KWSK  went an the alr| Hur\'x'lng iy pddition (o the p
e jbu 250 walts an Ul 20 and W'."'\\'lm o staff of  eighl, meludingfents und brother Is Al Jenne ]
or- 1-n\-¢:r; an l'll(;‘u ol, h,-‘u.‘."-"ql to ,"I‘: Maorgan, Mrs. Morgan wlso s onjgrandmother, Mrso Envma \Wimlers o)l
- nuh.s‘n.n riy |u,~“ u{r dh_l|'~ _' ‘l""llu- stall, serving ax  Loakkeper, of Laewis, . el
ny (e heard nt great _'o“{‘"““s MShe has been.associated with herl  Almac Jeinne was ‘botn Nov, 10, .
oy ‘n.wl" .d“'\"“" e ".“.“.:."'ms [ husband an radin. work for many 1, i Wiclati, She wax in lht‘.\ll
e ,ln.s]h-mng (\n.!hm th.-: .n:m. g vesrs, Ther son, Clem Jro, alsoielght goiede at Laiberty hagh .“.th'“‘
nig Il _" 'I\K‘ ','\.‘ "I'."!':'.‘L p"','."'"."""'l'_ }\*lll be on the <tafl as anbouncer. She wius o member of the sehool (g,
er ¢ ‘d'" - ;1;":“',‘;‘ “’;_' ‘T,"'_":‘ ‘Hr':»‘;:'l- I'he Morgans cime to Pratt from g, 1
e jand pa : f' | U u T Dodpe City, . Funerad serviees will  be held gy,
I, . e Others on the  station persons Guuuedad mormng at 10 2t the 4b
wrd A x 'F‘ I |m':f| ot T e i o ”“’l"il‘,\l Methodict church with e
Fs walt Ina arence Buans, chiel enRieer, ey, favinend W, 0. Knowles of-

who comes here from Goodlnad SAERS S

—

Glenn Hensan, also from Good- ha

?‘I(!l II tem fd r‘ New iluml. commercusd g, e . "

i tand (hae) Spurgeon, tarmerty of
icot T » bo Topekn, announcer: and RBud Pratt
| combinalion  gnpgw, sportacist-
‘ l y .u'r Ine er and controd roam n|f--r;||ur, e
Phe il item ecessnes dor the wall eome  here  from Goodland
B operabion of the new 5000 KW November 1,
llurhnu- i the Peatt mumenad paw  Studios and offices of KAVSK are
he ler phant i moits way, lovided at 200t south Mam. Mhere
ou InsuliciAn 1o cover htgh tenyre are two studues winely ik the
Mh Lt stenim pipes has bth shitp- conledl room, There are four of«
W el aiud agon should gegve Jere, hees, Phie stntion’s tennsmistier sy
e Supt, Hadph Parker of e plant located sonth of Pratt an the Nin-
M has been advaset nescah valley,
ar- The g tarbane, 4 General Flee Twa Musde Librariex
He e and the Lcgest over install-l “wo mnsie bibvarnes will be
1% Jeral months, The 63 000 pound pres maantaned by the station, Morgan!
[sure steam botler alse has heenlsand, Sports coverage of the area
e phace for st Gnte cand et planned and eonimber of churehy
TWe DR nevessary *Hus beetccompe servives  will be regalarly broind-|
lon jeed. & " feast, Night athletic events witt het
hat | Only the insulation has baeif lack-pape-revorded  and - raadenst the
PO LN, As soon s At arrves, ot will diry fallonwng,
e ihe  installed by a0 Wichita Lirmy United Press service will be us
nS dxpwecmbizimg an that work, Then the ed by the station 1o its state wnd
ar- fm-w operation r:m_:w--l,».'h-d and natonal news  coverage,
the he by new turbise sl be redy’  Among those i PPratt for the
ter [ln take 1ts pl&ée on the dine o farmal opeming bL.dhe station wis
pmp power into the transmission! Robert £, Sehmadt, partner with 2 .- .
lines served by the loeal plant/Maggan i (19 Sation and mana. Gr0en lawn - cemetery, ASTOS | s
| The power lond, now the largsigm of station KAYS at Hivs, Calbeck mortiues 1 ™ churge sod
jest i the history of the city, isl Most ©of the long delay in ucl-.""""“" miav call there until @ LRI
hemge handled by a scomparative- e the station on the sar was of S"'.“"d“"' ih
e new 000 KOW Blhioft tdvbine, o technical nature, Morgan said, | Crremmstanees tesulting from Wy
(Plus one oL TI-KW Capacity of i a number of mstances, neces- the bullet wound wiuch the il by

Almia Coltman

ficiating, Interment  will be  in,

the same  make, . sary parts were  difficult to ob- suﬂ(:n-d are extremely orare anpg
The necessiary  enlargemeAt  of tn, especially. from those firmsanedical records.  Physicaansy, at it

the spray pond has been complet- with defense contricls. fhirst had determined  the bulley

od, =2 i, . : 9 1) o S was deflected by, a rib and had Y

e - . ‘o st cii i Noee

October 29, 1952
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Th; $emocral Comn
LeftHand |Fireq for Big'Co

Corner
the Democratic National Commit-

There's never an open season 'tee has been fired for allgeedly|bi
on insulators but more of them thelping negotiate a nine-miltion-lex
“are shot up then all the phea- 'dollar government contract while
. sants, ducks, geese and quail [working for the committee.
put together. And this despite | pemocratic Chairman  Stephen|y
the fact (hat there are extra A Miichell identified. him Wednes-xy,

.[‘r,eztr:r‘yeie,ga\:}-:: s?)rme:thfr:?t?; :}fomu' «day might as Col. Lawrence West-'sn
B J[s

bt was—un—to-fire—etsmin—grodie o AL Al e lopmen

sulator holding hot  eiectric iserved as Taison man befveen the

ires. Som '
mﬁ:: o o:e h“O}LS":l?nth:aiif? jcommittee and members of Con-
|4 |gress.

city himits of Pratt Wednesday
letting. wires carrving = 2.160 Westbrook - has been helping’ th
volts of electricity fali. ThatfHouse Speaker Sam Rayburn injg,
nothing serious happened was the Democratic presidential cam-1oc
no fault of the hunter. He set [Paign in Texas, and said by tele-|
the stage for tragedy but line- Iphone from Dallas there was)
men found the trouble and mzde | 'nothing wrong” with the contract
the repairs. The bullets splint- Jor his negotiations.

ered the wooden pegs holding [ Westbrook's dismissal camed;
the insulators, further costing [shortly before midmight as a re-'th
the city. Every-marksman ought 'sult of a copyrighfed story_hy Bert!se
to think of {he possible conse- pl
qQquences when _ he draws a bead

o0 s insulator. —Truman H|Is

Eisenhower “and Stevenson

don’t have: a.monopoly on_this Ll s "
campaign business and necither g

do their party organizations. The

ltr

IM

sh
Pratt schools~have a candidate ; &
for the Kansas State Teachers To Sen Taf' |p
assoclation board of . directors L] |
and they are doing a lot of |
electioncering for their man.| ABOARD TRUMAN TRAIN W»——‘

Roy L. -Sailer of local Juco President Truman said Thureda\|h
__faculty is the candidate ‘and his |} 'hal Dwight D. Eisenhower, in a g

~“inost enthusiastic booslers are | i "casual pledge over a cup of cof- thi

members of ‘the Pratt City (fe.”” made a ‘“cold-blooded deal’!
Teachers association. Roy witl7that could make a difference be-“x
represent the Fifth district on lween peace and a third world
the KS board if he is elct- !war
ed. Campaikn material alrezdy That he said. was when hem
hzs gone out in his behalf. The 1“gave up the right to use his best
election comes during teachers’ judgment” ‘on defense needs at a!
next weekend. |breakfast in Morningside Heights dl
iss T New York With GOP Sen. Bob’p‘
ing phase of the campaign with- fert A. Taft
ﬁsﬁnexLJeua;&—r———\

v & .

Truman huried this chargc at‘::é
] Lansing, Mich., after an earlier|
Wher} KWSK, Pratt's new rad- 1alk at Grand Rapids, where he|
io station. took to the air waves declared he was convinced
Wednesday afternoon and werd election of Eisenhower would be’
spread around that Jocal broad- ““most dangerous to all our hopes"'“.
casting was on, several peoplé for peace.” ?'
called the station to find ou: ¢
where 1o find it .on . fheir. sadio . When Ensenhower says he is algq

‘oo - deal man.” the President
gi;l:ral‘“\\eln‘.elosktehpegcd‘;lere tc‘d“sald he “‘must think the Amenﬁ

eople have short - memoriest
ohone "«"—-M—*—m&"*‘"d' I VAT They are easily ﬁ)‘Tea'fE

:;ksr appom they are ome and ' |t
N n the conference wnth Taft, Tru-;
the samerihe station took' the .. continued. Taft “exacted 3

air a§ quigkly as it recéived
final approval from the Federal ‘c);(t)mllobedtt)lr‘)itt %ﬁ gu}dggt d‘;ﬁ:lrds l!’:

Communications commission, ar
” fiscal year 1954 and- 60 billion in
The OK can‘_.e ’I:uesday night.. “inscal year 1955. la

liv

m
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OUR SAVIOR'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

FROM

Over Statinn "KWSK

E

"“FRONT PAGE NEWS”

Secand and Thompeen

SUNDAY BROADCAST

OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Every Sunday ot 10:15 or 12:30

SERMON THEME. SUNDAY, NOV, 2

Prate, Kunul_

———

November 1, 1952

_The
Left-Hand
_Corner

~“TPraft youngsters received a
Et on the back today from Mrs.
ulah McNaught, J08 South

Tavlor St _Thev - -ware—ih haat

Pratt County

15 l;i)'ll’i‘ing,
Places in

ing plaget will
be the-magnet for att county
voters Tuesda

e

y. Twenty of mem:’

behaved “she has encountered.
Mrs. McNaught said nothing in
her neighborhood had been soap-
ed\or marked. Yourigsters visit-
ed the houses on trick - or -
treat missions and they receiv-
ed many treats. Mrs. McNau-
ght's supply ran out early in
the evening, but-the kids didn't

-

the city of Pratt. .
The polls will open at 8 a.m.

and close at 6 p.m. election day

in the townships. In Pratt, voting

|places open at 6 a.m. and clos¢ at

7 p.m.
Eelction and counting board per

1 for the elction in Pratt Tues

g0 a'véalsmpnc ~_handed.  She |Earl Ball;—- -

pul the pop - corn popper on
and had something for all of
* the 50 or more who called at

oher home.

. & & =

Another handicap = occasioned

First ward, Mellen Motor com-
pany, 114 N. Main: Katheryn Nor-
ris, Mildred Downing, Margaret
Warren, Cora Scouten—Ruth- Barly
wine, receiving board; Irene Hol-

mes, Emma Scott, Margaret Ben-

the long drought: Electric [son. Maude Jacobs, Rose McGuire,

fences have lost their -sting.
Farmers are finding the ground

is 80 dry it is no longer -a-con- igiav room; 103107 8.
{Dollie
imamn, Alfte Moorhead,

ductor. Most electric fences use

one wire attached {0~ postE Wit~

the ground completing the cir-

cuit. The earth should moist

or full of minerals to be% good

conductor. The old days of herd-

ing may  have to come hack.
. » -

— Pratt _is_cuttingain on Hutch-
inson. Johm Long. Turon  farm-
er, reports he was parked on
Hutchingon's"main drag and he

counting board. .
Second ward, Swinson's auto dis
“Main

Scarbrough, Helen Hart-

Tuesday To Be Fine
Day: for Voting,

lSays Weatherman —
WASHINGTON (B—Election day|:

ather over much of the nation

Was able 10 TUNE 17 Clearty o

KWSK, Pratt's new radio sta-
tion.

48 e @

Latest Truman

the raninde: A onecl at 2 narty

story | going |

day as announced by City Clerk’N )

[
|clon
\por
jon,

|saic
|Okl

ana

Mabel Meek| .
|We.

Whi

T.be Tair and mild, 1he weather em

bureau-foreeasts:- - -~ — oo

Its special- election day predic-|{Wor
|temn

tion. as of late Friday:

3

Ot -

November 1, 1952
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- . —— ] 0. Y76 4N
<ulrn\ chrison l\ tn

Heavy Rusﬁ'Due ]
To Radio Error -

There has bBeen o heey Lot lesenton
buy diiver’s heenses uu. m o i s oare 1
ronous Yadus 1ot that Censes e san o~

must be scoured Dy o July 1oop stand Grew' faon
watld Do necossaey for the apple
cantd o {ake 0 arivers oNIimaae.

tion This fepori as ot e l)... -
Sanders of the Sanders fes 40 More n SOUH]
CAgeney sad Wodnesdan

B B | ot har it OB Swum Classes

soid since s office, bozan Solling N, .
them June M6 Poisons leavi the eepre,,
ctale ~hotdd nahe ther applica
thions but sades w b continiae d o ‘
for seneral weehs b fog [ IS [T
prfopeement  wal o be omade h
vaud
AN eNaninattion W | TR TR
od e who ot Rl :
e 1as) Jund oesoo o

Heir to Tunisian

Last ' 1_ oo~ _’7\ . —;Ei/"
4 = ™

Tl I y
[ ‘ o GALLIART t
Motor Co. ‘Q" N

\\ OOLWINE'S

e ‘dOJ/

3

A Christmas Carol” o
s ; W‘"’”
KWSK

December 23, 1953
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7:30 pm “Friday: Regular meet . , =y
ing of . ) N v . . S. Marion|
2:30 p.m. 30 Aau riswe ircle. hostesses, 2 p.m.|

——

Listen To The Pratt

LUTHERAN HOUR

Over KWSK

Sunday, February 14th: |

10:15 and 12:30

SERMON THEME:
“What Is True Religion?

OUR SAVIOURS LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sect ynd and Thompson Pratt. Kansas

February 13, 1954

&
VARIETY

IS THE SPICE OF LISTENING
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Pt el e semtt e WO IITUII G W ., ML i
Iguards refused to enter the institu-
tion without armed support and

i‘,fmr‘."m outside the walls an hour' wealher SerVice

| .Durning the conference, the war-

oo e pie e e |5 Proposed To

squad assigned (o each celiblock.

1 .
Each-ecll would be searched, then p " 0". als Thi
cach prifoner, the warden sald. | ra ICI can
. W | | d_Melp . __ | ) 30
ul “el :{ﬁ.‘,ﬁ,"mrugud_ “Thev! TTwenty-foidT hour waathor tufore e
|dernanded  an armed  task  foree,mation by teletype was propogedfent
[precede tham Into the celiblocks, [this morning for Pratt by Theron| o
jand gegreh each- cell-individually,Salee of the wenther bureau iniye
with -tge s prisoter oul of the cell.!Wichita, ! 1
| Whate, the wuards and the war-l Meeting with a representative’yy,:
I conlerred. e PrisONersTXuN group ar 1ratt people-to-determine! iy
in control of the pententiury, pre- the interest in u special telewype Ve
pared Meir own Lreukfast and did setup - being  Inaugurated  fromi;
todn gyle — serving hmn aod Wichita, Salee sald this method of Wil
rx(]s . lsupplying communities weather in-
| The mction by the guards wnd formation is the best servicé they a.
M aunonneement that pt least nn;-Jmm aoffer

of ke concesylons granted revoll Opcration ‘of the clrenit \\-o||ld4:_,;::
dlcaders would  not be  honored e origimated from  the weather|
|weakened hopes for a completelburenn In Wichita, The telety pe|3sc
isettlement of the disturbance to-|¢circult would “relay all pertinent!y)c
iday, ! jinformation including warnings for|gu,
| On's a couple dozen weapons—istorms, special alerts and other A,
estimated Al one-third of those Injfacts as they were collected byl
the lands of the conviets—dribbledthe burean. He said the printer|
iin o the clock crept toward to- would have tn be placed in some
day's 5 4. m. deadline. polnt where 24-hour acuvities are'yy,
Nine hostuges were released carried on an he recommended! -
when Dr. Thomas Harris, statelihe police station.
director of institutions, signed a| To Cost $13R cn
nine-point ugreement with five of| Cast of such a svatem  would
ihe 33 toughs who staked the orig-ibe only the wire charge and tcle- fo
roinal revolt. The rebellion eventual-liype rental from the telephoneipg
‘e/ly embraced half the prison andicampany. This would amount to
-alits 1,700 lninates. {3138.65, according to Wavne Mitch-{ o
m| 1t wns feared the Inmalen hadlelt, of tie Southwestern Bellj,
i-/heard that Arthur Hawmun, countyTelephono offices. in Wichita, who
is/prosecutor,  had  announced  he|was in attendance nt the meeling.

)

lan

.| Hawman sald. he would Ignoretha local radio statlon now pro.|

e HArTIs’ promiser to seck lentency|vides several weather broadensts|

1.,for the revolt leaders. tdally for on.the-sugl Informatjon
ey 'dlrerl from the wcather Lurcau l

‘m Dodge City. The Tribune pro-

5. T —
r . : , . fop]
< No Agreemenl ey O R SR

would prosecute the vinglenders.| Clem Morgan polnted out that I

Press, The propased service would), p

| ——eg = 8 -l HHioh e same lunforn atinn ™
nTranS|' 3'rlke now  already avallable by radiojy
i and newspaper in Pratt, v
WASHINGTON (h—Washington's: 1t was painted out that wl\crovcr.i,,
transit strike uneared the end ofthe printer was placed would then|
2 firkt week today with no sign'become an information center for
"lo{ settlement. specific weather  information. Toly
' Among  suxkeslions vesterdayibe effective to the public. the ser-
was one from Chairmun Neely (D-vice would have to be printed orjy,
“|WVa) und Sen. Morse (1D-Ore) of broadcast, Salee xaid. le told the
"ithe Senale District of Columbial&roup that a number of communi-.
S Committee for a 60dav recess ipities 1n the area around Wichita
'the walkout which started last are considering thix tyvpe of teled .
€ Friday, The AFL transit workers 1ype hookup. He sald he was notl
Ylunfon™ repeated itx opposition to'selling the service, but rather ex-
Cany recest unless the company Muining its probable avallabllity.
lagrees to arbitratlon of strike is-No action was taken by the group
|sues unselttad at that time, - ‘which met In the chamber of com-
The gtrike has tied up an'‘merce offices -
Distrigtaand Maryland operations Present for the mceeting  this
of ¢he Capitsl Transit Co.. and morning were: Ear! Swinson, Ira
Ltarced 400,000 riders to seck ofher' Frantz, W § Grier, Walter Rosen-|
hlmeans of getting to and frombaum. Hill Adams. Dr. R. A.
“wl-mk. Flanders  Clem Morgan, Paul V.
2 Iye union secks a 25-cent hour. Henderson, and Robert L. Cribb.
i ly mcrease for bus and street car
_loperators who now earn $1.90 an

July 7, 1955
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’ |

: Boy Driver's ' Religious Radio Station for

- Father Charged  5.Sfafe Area Planned Here
| A"er ACC|den| | Fhe Chuistian Biosdonslit it us Avidsits s nl-

Two persons were hospilalized:PYOfit Organization, completed incorporation procedure Mon-
lund two were arrested as a result'dev-in the secretary of state's office in Topeka.

lof an accident seven miles east: The broadcasting company plans
lof Sawyer at 4:30 p. m. Monday to establish headquartets in Pratt

AR >
afternoun, to broadcast day-long ' rgeligious S h I B k
| One of the twe persons arrested, PrOgrams over a five state area, c oo oo
{Everett E. Dauncr of lsabel, wasi Darrell E. Heeht of Coldwater,

i lthe father of the 15-year-old driver/"oW 2 student 8t Friends univer- '

‘;:)of a truck involved in the accident,/sity in Wichita, is resident agent. xc anges o
He was charged with pcrmillm;;'1"","‘"“1’“")' plans to broadcast

— lan unauthorized minor to drive, services interdenominationally with
[ “The arrest, made by Stute ”mh_|('lllll‘(‘h\'s in Prall and throughout e d e | ‘
[way Patrol trooper.Glen Clopton, the arca taking part. > .
lis believed to be the first madel 1he ldea of continuous religious :
in the Pratt area as a result of,programs has been orijinated wlth; The book exchangés to be held
|Kansas' new restricted  driver'sisuccess in the Philippines as ajat the three city grade schools
llicense law for persons 14 and 15.Dissionary . project, Mrs. Edwiniwere planned at a meeling of the
{years-old. Cook who has been assisting withjofficers of the Parent Teachers As-
. Two Thrown Out the movement in Pratt, said to-|sociations held Monday. The of-

Clopton reported today that Daiday. |ficers met with Don Lidikay, sup-

ner's son, Clark Duane Dauner) ‘The local company has. beenjerintendent of schools and Miss

8N|was driving a truck which collided Plnned by-Hecht and 2 group ofiGertrude Gillam, elementary

aniwith a trailer parked beside a‘z};‘"’.“:‘l‘:n W:‘“’\l“c in training for|school supervisor.

‘o-lcounty road. ‘Two passengers in/-Atisbtan service. .| The book exchanges will be held

O-lihe truck. Raiph D. Krug. 15, of Pratt has been chosen as a sitel; e oot SHEE MRS N0 o and

lrural Cunningham, and Ronatld for the broadcasts because of iU's\noy Cohool auditoriums with the

R. Panning. 16, of Cunningham central logation to send programspoowe heing taken to the buildings
were thrown out of the truck and'OMt over the airwaves to TAVPTIm, cqay. Sont, 1. -

i Kiansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Neb-) "
!mj(i‘,lgﬂ:;m said Krug suffered 1""""““ and Missourl. TRSAE O b B af, i)
P i [ i |at the three schools Friday an

Tc_rushcd left foot and a ent on his . |Saturday mornings from 9-11:30
Iright Jex. Panning, according to - o m wnd naain an Toncdasw maea.
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" » Bystﬂn,"

»SilVQ,LDD“aL :’..f‘.\,
Winners To Be
Named-on Radio

The Chamber of Commerce re-
tati—committee—will—lake—{lo—the)
radio next Wednesday afternoon in
an-experimental—*spced method"’
to announce the winther of the
$525 Silver Dollar Day prize.

George Purnell, committee chajyr-
man, announced ay that the
-lwinncrs_name_will
_|a few minutes before t
announcement time by .a commxt-
tec of three.

Participating firms are to: in-
stall radios in thelr business houses
and tune in" to Pratt station KWSK|;
at 4 pm. ‘o get the names of
the winners. t
' The winners mus} be in one of| gh

the stores at 4 p:-m. to be chglblc resg

for the cash prizes, the: same as| lques
mm,|usual. ere
arm-| Purnell said a threc-man com-\om
jight|mittee to make the drawing for pec:
had|the record-sized $525 - first prize|fpog
.omcrwnll be ‘composed of Loren Thrall,| g

|Chamber president, himself, and)| mar
it of{Chamber Manager Bill Adams. lwhi
sary-—Stores—will- Loy given twa_min-{, .
llen; .utcs to call the radio station back'doc.
olo.;|if the top winner is in the store.|ing

u,c, Formerly, the drawing has been| Ql
uane| mude well in advance with scaled|p
ters lenvelopes- used—16_ duumuu._lh'." ’
1son, |list of winners to cach purticipat-| Lolc
*5n0, | “ha
arlés| '“This is .an experiment.” _Pur-|,ick
one|nell said. He emphasized that the rye

[winners must be in the store at|ppa¢
*an-{4 p. m. und do not have °two|
¢net| minutes to get there after hearing|

thc.lhclr names announced on the ra-,
dio.

December 10, 1955
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,’ Breakdown Puts
KWSK Off Air

) KWSK is temporarily off the air

wesi-due to a neutralizing condeaser
clubwhich burned oukot 8:33 Thurs-~
iircc-;duv morning.

The eondenser.shorted out and
JJude.lalthough the repair of the damage
wesl-jwill not take long the station is
:cond|is having to wait on the parts. _—

Un-| Purts werceaigdeced {rom’ the
Gates Radio company. in Quiacy,
Rev./lll., and due to the bad weather
1. E. hud to be. sent by train to St.
nbcl.s Iaol“b F m lhel(" thcy W“l be M. AND MRIS. RAMON GODFREY (Ficund rhnto)

llu

.yresflown to ® Wichita where Clem Vows Read for Morgore’r e

o, J.Morgun, sintion owner, is wailing

swen.'to bring them to Pratt. ' Morgon and ROmOh Godfrey':i:‘
with] The station plans to return to it S s A b bes il arkgiomnd W
rep-[the air Saturday morning. o ol M7, atd M1s” Clemt St bbus e seremns. fubst. Sues £

o Pratt amd Haman Godlges, s Ann e Vems, sang liecaun
r lh(‘ T hen—— of Mroowid Mis Wo U Gasdfioy ot i The faud o Masan

Moaonesi I, Ak, were uitest ' Y 1o, gaven e martlage B T]

A age . amticlight r £ owory a battenina Jepgeth
"ER IST“ C'llLD mnny .p:l h,:uu:( n Ih'v N :m !I;:m: Liwe ¢ “w.« :v u’q. tilet (a1} m:
1

. | HUNTINGTON, W.Va. (P—Mrs. I 8 iy o et g e
uarts'Herman Bur d' a 36_year.old "l’hr v wete read s Rev e iy wen vy

aul Mantia, pustor of e thuch o1, Lt 14|Ull was an

lcc‘grandmothcr. has given birth to e BTGy, Himvrmusi Wikl bas

v oof v.luh el ikl whie s white Bale o il Hat 4

her 18th child, a daughter, Tapers 1 veven branch condela- shoes were sl
ra U Lhiss u.;' u. Cotliee was e 4
Masic was provided on the ja- M ol b ey bm}rnw'”]
ana by Miss Nancy Tuphuin She le q of winte vigandv” "
pu,.d traditivnal  woe b Ay n R amd her leraguet o ged oand * 1
e e hite catiitians She sl ware M
white wean V‘ |

Fitting and Showing | My Mo Marcan and i s
February 1 7’ 1956 School Held Thursday : i “’\ll;,f: "';,",'.:','i‘,;:?""'Ig"\_

Collins - was
Narber County B.Square &1 and )m, ‘ e gue t bouk and M
Tatt County Ashtun &3 club, held .n .v W, ron presided at the
ther aafnal Fauog snd N

schotl at Jaubel, muutn afiers r.  Bangeoer, of Denver, Cole M7
nonh, June F, st nd o baerdivi i stended o g ss boest o
40t elule and the Sawser Hustlits Pyhers wese Casls Jae Tkl
A guesty The t ' erd Clom Morgant

|
fabtr vadanted  from Fi

tn done v i Ewef
fore judges ot the

were alio
and Clab Azents fro ¥ ool 1w
irs geve Belplol ot to vad . widdng Ui
wrsay shawing Yivest Ath 1 »

Fauttevn head of ¢ Hertwed vt ter June 1)
aid Angus, were r\ﬁul-l.l

June 9, 1956
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Dock nds
Resignation ot

s o —_- ,
Greensburg Man
} TOPEKA W—Gov. George Docking today demanded

@ [the resignation of State Brand Commissioner Charles
{ Lake of Greensburg on grounds “you have been grossly

| e W Y e
Safurday Rifes
For Melvine

P Vs VPR NN 20 P i 3Y 4

B

|that ‘the Kansas Livestock Assn.,
{which originally included Lake on
a recommended list of possible ap-
pointees for the job, “*has request-
ed me to secure your resi;

March 15 Deadline

X1 0 il Lakxe DES
resign by March 5 he will con-
tact=the- attorney general -10- takgme=s

{| Morgan

o

|~ Mrs.. MeWime- Morgan, 51, died
|Thursday afternoon at 4 p.m. in
*the Donley hospitad in Kingman.
| Mrs. Morgan was the wife of Clem

lorgan, owner and operator of
+RWSK, the Pratt radio station.

& |Se hgdebeen in poor health for

§ 1thd past year. -
Mrs. Morgan was born in Mec-
Louth, Kas.,, May 1. 1905. She
1o Pearceville, near Gar-

Imav
wder? City, in 1907, where she lived|
ti{ 1320. Sfe attended .Garden|

| upy
"‘-.!Citi' jundor college. The Morgans
i“; {have been residents af Pratt for|gas Livestock Assn., the livestock

the* fast. five years. .

8 1 Active in Church, Scoutlin

i | She was @ member, of the Meth-
|odist church. Pilot club, and Aux.
|iliary of Woodman of the World.
IMgs. Morgan was very active in
fchurch work, taught a Sunday
school elass and was active to
Scouting, ~ * '

Survivors ipclude her husband,
{Clom, one son, GQlem Jr., Pratt,
atsociatetl with father at KWSK:
three daughters. Mrs. Margaret
Ann Godfrey, Pratt, Mary Martha
end Marla Marie, of the home:
e ‘brother, Andrew R Hummer,
“varden City: and two sisters, Mrs.
Stsworth Holmes, Garden City,
yand Mrs. Jay Clayton, Salt Lake
iCity. Utah. Onc brother, Noah
¥Paul, preceded her in death.
| Funeral services will be held

aturday, at 2:30 p.m. in the First!

| Methodist ¢ hurch, Rev. Pdul
Hantla will officiate at the serv-
jices. Ioterment will be in the
1Greenlawn cemetery. Ayres - Cal
beck mortuary is in charge of the
| arTangements.

cnr -

{the necessary legal

means to

The governor released coples of
a letter from directors of tae
iLivestock Association and its
'lpresident Frank Winzeler in
which they said they originally
.asked Lake to. resign July 30,
©1956 and that Lake agreed to do

:" “Lake has not resigned por has
‘he shown any intention to do so,"”

the letter said. “He has shown
ineptness in discharging his du-
ties. has done harm to the Kan-

industry and the people of Kan-
sas by his actions.”
{~"The letter also included some
|specific pccusations against Lake,
Lake's two- -year- term expires
June 30. He has been brand com-
,missioner for many years.
Reached at Greensburg, Lake
thad no comment.

'George F. Doan
Gefs Jaycee
Farmer Award

George F. Doan-was presented
the outstanding “young - farmer
award at the meeting of the local
Jaycees last night in the Chamber
of Commerce rooms. The presen-
tation of thcuflnque and certifle
cate was made by Jack Irwin,

Qualification for the award in-
clude 3 balanced farm- program,

e e PRV YN ..

March 1, 1957
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Sy e ouar UREME wWIC Al
iten season with midweek services
at 1:30 pm. Sermon theme:
""Overcome Anxiety Thru Christ"
! Thursday: Prett County Minis-
[terial Association meels 8t the
Lutheran Church, 1 p.m.

Friday: Men's Club meets Yri-
day svening at T:30 for the presen.
iluuon of the Scout Troop Char-

e o gooes:

Rev. Hal Maseg
Sunday: Sunday soheol, 10
a.m, Aominx service, 11 a.m.
Young Peopie, 7 p.m. Evening
service, 7:4S pm
Wednesday: Prayer meeting,
20 p.m.

Pratt Monument Co.
Cherished Memories Tbat Live Forever

Woolwine Sapply
Everything Automotive

ter, the tople: “Prayed Out or| ADDITIONAL CHUR OTES
Just Btiff-Kneed?'', and an héar ON PAéE? 5
of feliowship.

Saturday: .Junlor conflrmation, FSUTIRRUII I ETIIIITo

{Instruction c!'l.ucs..ﬁ:lm am, § Lisf T
Frieods Church en lo
Sl Sy Soais-u i Church of
i

Lawrence and Maple Streets
4 22 1 arng Yersis, .
Christ’s
New Radio
Service, 7. p.ﬂmﬁi Monthly Busi-
, 81

_‘_Foe."du a.m,; Christian Endenvor\
Program Over
O™ avtianal]l oy T

ung peaple and ehil-|
: Gospe! Service
;| Friday
Quarterly Meeling st Prairi
Vale Friends Church near Coid-
water,

| Assembly of God Church Beginning
am Wi Bervice, 08 o || SUNDAY, FEB, 24

E elistic service, 7:30 p.m: : g
| ;:;z‘dvx Dt Ratry atl 9:00 AM: to 9:15 AM.

+ Hutchinson. All day.
| M Roesday: Visitation af 7 pm, [§ Each and ,EVGFY
l Wednesday: Special Wom ens b

Misslonary Council Bervicy. 7::0E Sunday!

Bales Insurance Agency
Ronald Bales ~ Ralph Bales

Weingart Truck & Tractor Co.

b Al Welngart

We%ne;dg: Prayer and Praise!

Jo-Mar Dairy
Milo Hilton

Pratt Glass Co.

Allep Webb w Ellls Webb

Modern Upholstery
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Jenkins

-/ p.m.

l‘,’naur-d u‘g BT, Mceunx,l

1} Mrs, John ‘Dupees, Cunaingham.

-l Friday:’ Prayer Service 9::u|
a.m. Children's Bible Hour, ¢ p.m.

< |
Jack Southern, Minister

March 2, 1957

ICIiUTY as an IncCoane aource was!
an additional $1 for driver lUi-
censes, ]

Shepard said 326 out of 602 Kan-
sas high schools now have driver
training and out of 25447 high
school sophomores In Kansas last
year, 15,531 of them receiving
driver training. .

Shepard gave Rotariuns a 10
question quiz on safe driving and
then a movie on drivers’ chain
reactions to both courtesy and
thoughtlessness was shown. i

Circus To |

Pratt on™ |

Mcy 13 !

The first circus tn Pratt in four
yoars—will_be -Monday,~ May—13
when -the Carson & Barnes three-!
ring *Wild Anima! Circus comes
to town for two performances.

The circus, to set up one-half|
mile south of Pratt on US-281,|
will feature 14 acts along with|

me ol s mmn vl

Morgan Named
Kiwanis Officer

Francis Morgan was

two young aaughters were on e

[first leg of a vacation trip to

‘l-‘loridu.

[ There was:no indication of an|

emergency as the big airplane,|
elected|piloted by R. L. Calhoun of Alex-

iwill close al 8 p.m. Saturday low the 153,000 head on feed Jan.

vice-president of the local Kiwanis andria, Va., circled the airport,
club at the meeting last night in| and approached for a landing. But|
the Serva-Teria. He will complete({the planc landed ‘‘hard,” an air
the unexpired term of Bob Lolley,! port official said. !
who resigned. |” A Capital spokesman said in-|

A report was made ¢f the surs struments in the cockpit indicated
vey to date that is bc}ng taken{the landing gear was not sectured
in the schools to_determine the;gso Calhoun zoomed the big ship
number of boys who are intercsted|into the air. Seconds later the!
in Scouting. lf there are enough right inboard engine caught fire
boys interested who are not al-land flames raced along the fuse-
ready in a troop the Kiwanis club’|age. -
may sponsor a troop. . ) Capt. Calhoun, who had nlcnedl

Guests attending the mectingithe airport. set the plane down
were Duane Parker and Les Sch-iin a few seconds. k
reiber, =

The next meeting will be the|
first anniversary of the localf FEWER ON GRAIN FEED
Kiwanis club. Eleven members, TOPEKA U — Kansas {armers
will_recéive_their .perfect . attend-;had -90,000_cattle _on _grain feed
ance pins at this meeting. |for market April 1, or 17 per cent
less than the same date in 1936,
Chevrolet Featurama Show| The number was 41 per cent be-

at Swinsens.

Q‘ 1957.

April 19, 1957
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Fines ol e Tl

'_“a"h(d,:fheﬂﬂLlS@pcscah and Sarg-y'"vnts R SR = - mﬂuu"lﬂ_l.uuge \”‘;;';“” ‘w " N | "x\l‘ T Ines was Uwe ime Pt

eal T " T traveon - many of - )
e sural rouds. a

ange in production classes AS atl ¢ oupetate

set_by the state. Evans sad. '
1955-56 4t was jn primary DM*“" 0" A" Hefe MEDICINE LODGE ~ Fanules vib
tion closs and ““; mcroasedl tol- living on east Second and Fist the
:,“‘l"""""’ during fhie past year.| pagio station KWSK ol Pratt{Washington strects. on the e il
m dluation is VoW s,'”“’ 7(’8‘ COM iic off the air and will be forjof the Medicine Lackge park were, D
elhared with SLOBL245 i 1956, possibly twé or threc days or|evacuated from their homes agan 1
‘1- New dnlling acuvity accounted| maybe  longer depending on thejthis morng as the waters of of ¢
heffur-most. ol the ncocase” in the|time needed to ship in new (qUIp-'EIm ereck  reached ther daas Gan
fother townshps, ment. ways. will
tol  Largest townstup. in valuations:t The control building located onef Medicine Lodge wnlv recetved Deli
e was luka, with a valuation of fourth mile west of highway 281 about 1.50 inches of raun Tues- pan
of 82,165,875, Eveu then, . was'on a counly road was flooded day night but a five inch ran o

¢ 1956 neer, Carl Lewis hld to wade mp|Elm Creek to rise ramdly. rY o as part of
€. Curmi, Logan_and Md”horbon deep water to enter the building.| Trucks were havin difliculty,
1V pwerthups  were also valued at!  According to Clem Morgan theireaching’ the homies due lo the.presuge in 4
4 more than a million dollars. jequipment which was dumaged |mud/This is the hughest the ereek  The Somviet acy:
o = will have to be sent to Pratt by|has been in many years Moscow's support
T freight as it 1s heavy and that| During ‘clectrical storms Tu con w tn
ly.| Fried Chicken Supper. Sacred]is the reason the station will have|day night three transfurniers we i uthicials or
ndlllran Haull, Thurs. June 27, utito remain off the air for such a|knocked out leaving parts of the
'8 p.m. Adull.l Sl 00, chlldren Sm: 'long period. \iown in darkness !

his activities

T e~ Radio-Slalion — Families-Oul— e o

’dnwn more than  $300.000 fromdvarly this mornin, Chief engi-|received at Sawyer “had caused fu Y . Ly W

A

q {
Bishop Not *
vt
Sure of Move g

t
[LOS ANGHELES & Suine [

1en Bebove there s a0 1o

¢ ot relipion o Amernest
Cutldie Bishop_James J.! 0

ks the cownley’s mteresy
1 more vaeal than spriaal “

“There s lurge body of pets
Vst e sons who profess to bebeve it @
v Moscow Gedd, bt doosthing about 2,7 he D
Nosser suid o o churchifmecting, U These
may e gplled the hp-servants hy
rhise ol the Lord Fr
ot Nasser! “Actually, ! L what 1 he
thp Amnen-Theve 1s happoni tns: We are co

ammg more losing the tukewartns and we are wil
andd imore nitspoken i denvuncing lll\lllllK o the hol and  the sas

teold.*” dan

P

on-showed thelog. — lake and all surrounding ground was inundated by the flood.

June 26, 1957

The Pratt Daily Tribune

la;,amst—theend of-the- dam atHANO DANGLR—There_seemed o be littje J.Luu.er thls mornitg of anvbody tres- WASU OUT — Flood waters b
scare that the dam mlghl bein’  passing on.the private lake of°M. R.-Barnes at the jufnction of US-281 and-K-64——the—Hrati—County_lake. The
T

and threatened to w ash out th
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BACK—

June 29, 1917 .
tiss Clarn Sctulling “closed her
ner kindergarien -
vhin A, Campbelt, North sehogl
sl lencher, gilsted e the
"ny. i ’-| RN )
Te C. A @fpiwr- mx
dler (amthiey géo uspny those PHIL SPITAINY's
3 plan an @il wleTurkey ALL-(IIRL ORCHESTRA & (10!

ck on the Fourth of July

Dodge i agnentore featuring
hortty uweged Kansans o “grub-
ke'' facmcra stricken by the nu“‘i!ndk"‘hm‘

Sundny at 11:50 AM

KWSK dial 1570

"ratl’s popilation, e ¢ osndin

nasessors’ figures, s S 440

‘lovd Smtth has  designed.
Juty 4 window hispilay ot

\ large crowd attentled the band

icert In Zerger park last gt
June - 29, 1937

tock  Isluned reportedd four to

vars of \\lu sl Dy shiapped

M cars  reggse,
IM\ tn the ural‘
months of 1047 .
Vayne Flanngan recened sgee
soamuries noun W gaeld nul
"
tes. Bert DeViadt died hb A
Ita hospital vesterdas
e M, 1917

‘wenty-th NINK WARLIEN Bre

m the July &th boanty!

SPONSORED BY

nmhtuﬂ nre  brdly  needed!

7, ///////

R

= - Ayres-Calbeck .

¥ rnnk Carlson and. Wi

1957

iy will be b
:-;‘:y\islunx parks= will be hege Morluury

June 29,

103

other materizis needed for the

-3 heavy

I "l 4_'-—-—: 1
. zf.“éﬁmu?: t::ccthorx“htﬁecs said, Rad'o S'a"on

Persons who

wani_lo. o
° donate equipmen! are asked
n|to call the Chamber of Commerc(] Il Ir
office so the Jaycees may know

d/what equipment to expect.

e
s

— — The local radio station, KWSK. |
SATISFACTORY Jwill not be able to resume broad-|”
J. B. Whitchurch of Medicine] camng f

. Lodge, who was injured in

automobile accident on highway lation hu y off he
281, south of Pratt Friday night:a fall Wednesday

®lis getting aloag satisfactorily ac-'morning flooded a control build-

ord to s n,
still patient he P t
ho wil -, the

"|tined there far at least a,month,[nceded. The equipment was ex:

I

4

,,nlmost completely destroyed by

8| W’»" l"lh‘ are-delaying cutting 0’ whether the lute- planlcd mﬂcr i
R p— 4

1pecTed 16 arfive I PrattMayiay. |Har
Food Sale—V. F.W. Auxﬂlu: bu scversl days will be required G‘
Acme Paint Store, July 3 .n install it,

\Farmers Are H oping
Rain Will Sfay Out

. ,_,.. . . et Al e i

the rest of the week to allow ther to get 1nlo thelr ﬁel

| Rain-soaked ground is delaying —

|wheat harves! and milo planting bus'w].pedr acre nverage but would N (
EONE ST U Taunty I -t A0 -ehead—and- cut.,

e - g L5 b hevd ol

“Baker said it.wo
is becoming the major factor on\, inaie how many harvestsble ‘In
both farm fronts.

acres remain in the coumy but! TC
Farmers stll hope to salvage,said he didn't think 1T womid—be wser

some_wheat Pyt a o A0
umwnt of the wheat acreage w.

COTFEl s Tt is vpand- 1
won't have to be rcplsdn('e{'g1 a}l
though some f{armers definitely
recent raln and winds. will replant in spots. Some of the
Some fields are still very late|gacd thought to have becn washed
in ripening, Joh#-Baker, Pra4t|5 has sprouted andis now grow-
Equity exchange manager, saldipg .
this—yormng—untd-wet-fieldsandt Faper s d e quesuon 15w

aker

T

F-rmen will cut the Mxher sald some farmers will go abcad
ground Baker said, with the and plant. as soon as they can
hopes of getling what grain may gél into fields, in the hopes of'now
"|be salvaged: He-zaid somé farm-ithe ;g T @ 1 n-maturing. They willl
ers had sald they thought theyjhave pasture In the fall if it docl{ Fe
W&Hhcmwuznnﬁwmtmuuchwd. ‘Aem

e -

July 2, 1957




The Pratt Daily Tribune

Radio Stafion
Refurn Nears Radio Station

KWSK. the local radio station
may possibly return to the air Relurn Sla'ed
early Sunday morning, according
to Clem .JIorgan, owner. The ;
main portion of the necessary KWSK, local radio statiomn,
equipment has been installed with which has been off the air since
men working late Friday night June 26, will run a {requency
and Saturday. o0y check tonight and barring no fur-
There is a possibility that the ther difficulties will return to the
station may be checked out dur- air tomorrow.
ing the night and resume broad- The stations’ control tower was
casting Sunday, but it is not damaged by the flood waters and
known for sure, Morgan said. The it was necessarv to install new

station has been off the air since : 5
the heavy rains flooded the con- equipment before broadcastin g
% could be resumed.

trol tower on June 26. There is
still some equipment which has -

n‘ot arrived in Pratt. July 8, 1957
July 6, 1957
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e

b '._l;'; L'{-"{""‘—-‘_;; y

M.Amﬂm_mmutr,lm hei
Inand that ' construction' would!
$000_RIET, sad plans]
place 7 called for the station o be on the
air wthin 60.days sfter final .p’
proval from the -FCC. |
Transmission - would be from|

four.towers, - each 170 feet tall,|
Huffman said. ‘

5]
|

gﬁ
Iy

11
41
¥
4

| Tucia-‘\wﬁ former] y with)
|KWSK_ here and is now e

BB
3§‘g§=‘%§
-%aﬁsgsisgi,
y igisﬁgigg |
§§§§§X§E
erediafed

B
-

£

are also Huftman said,
as well as “eme—jockey"
" lother music shows. <

call letters of the sta-|

May 15, 1958
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Wil B ALE Akl —_— UL RN BI6U UE Ule St o

'a kind of resurrection,” lhe xen-

Glmenson ':vup—-..m..{hd—ln- “This mwnM-t

.T"T\'m T —rof- rroave- woniue e —nil —alould _be
. Mrs.o Named Manager \aware that the parly regime
: Mrs.l Glenn Henson, 319 Chaimpa, hus could not and would not salve the
. Haze) heen named thanuger of the Cal-'enornious  prab! wironting
Mes beek Furalture store  replaciug trance—the sasociation of France
: Mrs-Van A. Green. <with the peoples of Africa. and
a: Mrs. Ruth  lenson, who has been employed  within the comniunities hvln. n
rub. - at-ihe furniturs store for severaliAlgeriu.” E —
awarded v years, began his duties as man- . Plllu?’
the horticul-'uger Monday. Green. nuager of| De Gaulle said the fighting in
i.. Peurl Mis- Calbeck's Furnture store fur theiAlgeria and the boullng” emotional
Mrs.. Virginia past hve und one-half yeurs. re. Iuer there grew out of the uﬂun
Mrs  Bill Da- .smnod to become xqmrul man-{ol the regime In ‘Paris.
Mrs.  Sophin ager of Investorama, Inc.—a Prat! He continued:
.(e Eight) lmnslmenl ;rouu “We ure going into a diplomatie
—— " 'Dien “Bien Phu. .
“The populstion of Algerin sces -
crisis upon crisis. How

-lutlon of Algera is lovking somes
Iuhen clsc, outaide the parliumens
i mal begin- |gities du have ths conlact with,lary combinatian, for  way, v
N rnumd -For ulinquul tamilies. M; Kx' !.rouhles* i -
i T Wa3,. I\ 1 r'""r"'—v 1t et A
.,_r( Spu ‘S.ﬂi-“.t}!‘ll o ; , cars,iConcluded on Page Enﬂm x
ass of 10 5%- ol janguage. R W73 sup—, >
.atn 1 andjerintendeny ; of _nl‘rafl dpeu bi l'lc . l .
1ght. schools, sAid. he ucademically
T H TONIUNCY, TH e S TN Aot BT SPECID Mee]mgs, —
feat to enrvll{ressonable proficiency i the mee
ie languages.jtive use of a foreign language 1n A' ASSemHy Of GOd
wsible for the [the conventional two-year catrse.’ A four night crusade of pente
- - sl will qun Tuesday night at

fe 1 an ferested d Oy AT
'—Theyh\-adinp end writing L
i for andere:Cooper_have . been  {nvestisating lhold ‘ax one of their distinet daee

school board esrlier this year as):
a step toward administrative wp-)
aration of the high school and jun-|¢
for college. i
At present, Barner handles ll!

| [ [ . i
I?!" Rud.o Apphca"on ndminlslr;nﬂon of both schools.
i 3 v .
Francis C. Morgan Jr:, of Pratt
\a!has filed one of two |ppllcatwn'¥ Home EC Group
(n|t0 start®" radio station In Lu;ue N - o'f‘f, :
t+:Morgan Is currently associated| (NOM r
m]\vl!h his - father in. the operstion es Icers

Officers for.the new year were|
i R0 T SIRMEY bl e :elected - at the annual meeting of

ln| Morgan ad Pler Ban,Inc.. offine pratt County Home Economics|
,.|w1cmu both  tiled applications | sqyinsry commitiee Mpnday mc,,,'
ay with the Federal Com-: . ov in Pratt.

-\.bmunlcltmm Commu_gnn fn WISh l Elected : were:. ulml,um' Mrs. |,
ngton ‘Richard Roberts: Vice-Chairman, It
| Both appiications are for 500-Mrs. E. O. Maynard; Secretary.,

a-|watt daytime statfoR¥and both Mrs. Samr=swewern; Treasurer,|
ilre on 1290 kilocycles. 2 !Mrs,_Edwin_McGuire; and Re-)
M|~ Thé FCC Iy currently, studying|porter. Mrs. John Miler.

2ho applicatioh .by Bill: Huffrman| Mrs.-Vernon Reschke,'a reurml
{of ‘Pratt for a”station, to be lo-|member. installed the new mem-ft
1culed here, also-on 1290 kilocycles. 'bers. L. ly
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" Team

Individifal 1P 10 "Norma Kismer,

Individual Ky B Bumuo Setdel. (4

CHURCH 1LFAGUUK ¢
Team Standings
Team )
Natrona No ™1
Pratt lgnberan ..,......
Natrona No. 3 . giepee..
Nayona No 3 VOHORSIO 5 3

- Juka Methodiat

Natrong Nn ¢

Individual Hi 10 Eimi] Wetzel,

Individust Ht W -Fddie GI“IIH
h3L] "

-

Tegm Hi. 10 Pratt Lutheran. 98 P
- Team H{ m.l‘r-n {antheran,

'*'22“ - .

k4 < NITFE owis
Teamn lnmﬂ"-

Gevaldegdenkin

L)
. Young's Revrvice ...

Popp TPuck Lines ........
Weingarts HesIe ) el
Ouwston's

. Pilot Club o v anpsiesieiee s s

K\WSK S
Paul Trent, ¢ h ]
1}

m éh

Hy 10 l‘nmv ’Fmrl lines (‘.
Ium Hi m Geralda-Jdenking, X l"-

. m
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I SCPRES
TUESDAY NITE OWIA

Team Ntandings
Make.up Games
W

' Team
Weingarts
~Lopp Tiuck_lanes

KWANK
] Yo

Owslgne

Gornldn.denkine

Frasnt Planabing

1ttet Club Al ;

v adnal He a0 Banrie Seardel o

1.7 e

Indavsediu! Hi 0 Frances Lafler o0
hani ACam i -"__ -7
Temn i 10 Welignids  Ted

Temn Hi 0 Weingparte 2248
Splite pucned up

ot bones & Masear N Rinbes,
S0 Mary Welster 1107 Bone
e Seufel 300 und A 710 Hagel
—White—hd-ti—

TUENDAY NITE OWIA
Team Standlogs
Final Team Standings lor
Necond ialf

Temin
Weingn tx
Papp Truck Lanes
Y Youngs
'KWSK
Y Owslom
Geranlitdeaking
P Trent Plustibang ¢
N NS (R d
:.[mllt'umnl 10 Nogpma  Frsen

J 3 R

Indpvidinl Hie 307 Newosn Fasen
himagger - 303 N
Y Pentn He 10 <cWemgarta, 118
Fleam®Hy 0 Weingarta, 2074
ket —Tp— >.
Jewell Lales, 6.7-10. June Hauman
V& Birbara Mv?rru, A1, Nor.
T Tk Fixealatier, 27
f Geralds-Jenktna, winners of 1he
Y lirat half, and Weinguris, secand
Y halt winners, will howl for fiesd
and seciond place irophiee on Mnn
Uday mgh
Y Season’s Indivutual My 100 Normas
Fasenhauer, 207
20 Normns™ Fienhuuee 0

-

a

May 20, 1959

s JerTiea Johnson gave A Drojget ——

| talk on “correct posture |

/A community 15 not complete

-lunless it warks and plays togeth-
er. The Richland Community ts

- having a picnic at the Pratt Coun.
ty Lake, August 18.

¢ Record books are an mmporiant §
/! part of 4-H Ciub work, All rec. g
'ord books are to he complete and §

L given to Sylvia leak.* secretary,
* by August 21. :
-+ Recreation was lead by Garland

* and Ramona Lewis. Harold Leaks §
I and Richard Roberts served re- §

Areshments
" Jerrlea Johnson, reporter,

a ——hr—

When the eculachon, or candle- §

. iz dried and a wick pulled
»'through it, it will- burn like a
candle, -

L i —

HEAR THE

BALDWIN
ORGAN

———

Daily -at
12:30 .

Radio Station
KWSK
Sporiso.red\ by

WOLFE "MUSKC

v 122 S. Main
GR 24501

WCREPM A LEVINE | irandty

N DYALISCOPE

easTman 4

]

Fabrizio Mion - ko Garrans « Aruro Domenics
Menmo Poimnars - Lika Allongs - Gena Rovere
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