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PREFACE

THIS BOOK HAS BEEN WRITTEN PRIMARILY FOR COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY
students. Most of the material included in the book has been used dur-
ing the past ten years in note form by students enrolled in the electrical
engineering and engineering physics curricula at The Ohio State Uni-
versity. Course prerequisites have included mathematics through
differential and integral calculus, one year of physics at the sophomore
level, and one year of work in circuit theory including some treatment
of differential equations, transients, and Fourier series. The material
is sufficient for a two-semester course and has been used at The Ohio
State University during the last quarter of the third year and the first
quarter of the fourth year of the electrical engineering curriculum.

The fundamental emphasis of this book is devoted to the circuit
theory and not to the physics of electron devices. It is believed that
analysis for the beginning student of electron devices should be limited
at first to the circuit properties of the device, properties that can be
determined by measurements at available terminals. Analysis of more
difficult internal complexities may be deferred until circuit experience,
confidence, and additional maturity have been developed by the student.
The usual background of mathematics, physics, and electric circuit
theory available to the third- or fourth-year engineering student serves
quite well as preparation for the initial linear circuit theory of electron
devices, but is inadequate for a thorough appreciation of an analysis
carried to the level of electron dynamics and electron emission theory.
These ideas based upon experience in years of teaching have led to the
arrangement of this book. Some electron and ion physics is, of course,
necessary, but this material has been integrated in the circuit theory
where needed and is usually sufficient to satisfy the natural curiosity of
the thorough student. At The Ohio State University, the material of
this book is followed by course material devoted primarily to the physics
of electron devices including field theory, electron dynamies, kinetic
theory of gases, noise phenomena, and electron emission theory. By the
time this more difficult material is presented the student has made con-
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siderable progress in his understanding of the electron device as a circuit
component and is prepared to appreciate an analysis of the internal
complexities of the device.

The vacuum tube and the transistor as operated in the linear region
of their characteristics have been treated in this book as four-terminal
networks using the generalized admittance or impedance parameters of
four-pole theory. This method was suggested to me by Mr. J. A. Morton
of the Bell Telephone Laboratories. Much of the philosophy of presenta-
tion of the material of this book and some of the material as well have
resulted from conferences and correspondence with Mr. Morton. It is
a pleasure to acknowledge my indebtedness to him.

I am sincerely grateful to my colleagues at The Ohio State University
for their many constructive criticisms and suggestions, and to students
whose questions have often led to an improvement in presentation. Pro-
fessor K. K. Dreese, chairman of the department of electrical engineer-
ing, has consistently encouraged the completion of the book and has
offered valuable suggestions for its improvement. I am indebted to
Professor W. G. Dow of the University of Michigan for introducing me
to the field of electronics and for his continued interest in and appraisal
of this book. All of the typing and processing of notes and manuseript
involved in the preparation of this book has been done by Genevieve E.
Bohrman whose skillful assistance has been invaluable and is gratefully
acknowledged. It also seems appropriate to acknowledge my debt of
gratitude to my wife, Nevada, for her encouragement and for her patient
acceptance of the encroachment of manusecript preparation upon free
time.

E. MivtoN BooNE

Columbus, Ohio
April 1958
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CHAPTER 1

DIODES, TRIODES, AND
EQUIVALENT CIRCUITS

Introduction

The study of electron devices has become an important and an
essential part of any curriculum in electrical engineering. The uses of
electron tubes are so numerous and so varied in complicated communi-
cation and industrial-control systems that it becomes necessary to
consider the electron tube in rather general terms as a circuit element
of certain particular properties. These circuit properties of electron
tubes and other electron devices may be analyzed in their dependence
upon the design of the component elements of the device, or they may
be determined for practical application by a consideration of the device
in its envelope as a “black box” from which extend certain terminals at
which energy, force, voltage, etc. may be impressed and the resulting
response measured. The latter point of view has the distinet advan-
tage of permitting the intelligent use of the electron device as a circuit
component without a prior knowledge of its interior complexities.

Engineering consists of a combination of the processes of analysis
and synthesis. Analysis usually precedes synthesis, but it is of extreme
importance that analysis be carried only so far as may be required for
intelligent and efficient synthesis. For example, one may analyze a
building designed to be a home in terms of its functional parts—kitchen,
living room, bedrooms, bath, laundry, furnace room, and so on. The
analysis may proceed much further, however, to include the concrete
block, brick, cement, lumber, nails, pipes, and other components. The
degree to which the analysis is carried depends upon the purpose to be
served. Most electrical engineers who use electron tubes are concerned
with the utilization of these tubes as component parts of systems. Ior
such use, it is unnecessary to carry analysis to the level of complexity
that becomes essential when the synthetic product is the tube itself.
The tube engineer and the physicist must analyze the electron tube in
terms of its dependence upon the materials of whichb it is built, the
physical nature of these materials, and the effect of electric and mag-

1 .



2 DIODES, TRIODES, AND EQUIVALENT CIRCUITS Ch. 1

netic field forces upon the motion of electrons within the device. Such
analysis is complicated and difficult and may be postponed until the
student has become familiar with the circuit behavior of electron tubes
as determined at the available terminals of the tube.

1-1. Electron-Tube Definitions

Before proceeding with the circuit analysis of electron tubes, it is
important to define certain terms in common use. It is assumed that
the word “‘electron’ has a definite meaning to the student from previous
study or reading in physics, but it is not proposed to define the electron
in this book.

The standard definitions proposed by the Institute of Radio Engi-
neers for several important terms are given in the following list:

Electron tube. An electron tube is a device in which conduction of
electricity takes place between two or more electrodes through an en-
closed vacuum, gas, or vapor.

Vacuum tube. A vacuum tube is an electron tube evacuated to such
a degree that its electrical characteristics are essentially unaffected by
the presence of residual gas or vapor.

Gas tube. A gas tube is an electron tube in which the electrical char-
acteristics are substantially affected by the presence of an enclosed gas
or vapor.

Element (of an electron tube). An element of an electron tube is an
integral part of the tube which contributes to its operation.

Electrode (of an electron tube). An electrode of an electron tube is a
conducting element that performs one or more of the functions of emit-
ting, collecting, or controlling by an electric field the movements of
electrons or ions.

Thermionic tube. A thermionic tube is an electron tube in which one
of the electrodes is heated for the purpose of causing electron or ion
emission from that electrode.

Cathode. A cathode of an electron tube is an electrode through which
a primary stream of electrons enters the interelectrode space,

Anode. An anode of an electron tube is an electrode through which a
principal stream of electrons leaves the interelectrode space.

Grid. The grid of an electron tube is an electrode having one or more
openings for the passage of electrons or ions. (ASA* definition, 1941)
It is the function of the grid to control the flow of electrons between
electrodes by controlling the electric field in the interelectrode space.

* American Standards Association.

g i



Ch. 1 VACUUM-TUBE SYMBOLS 3

1-2. Vacuum-Tube Symbols
Vacuum tubes are designated in circuit diagrams by certain standard
symbols. A few of these, essential for present use, are shown in the
accompanying diagrams,
Vacuum tube Circuit symbol

| ,— Anode or plate—|

Two - electrode tube

or diode Cathode
Heater - type Filamentary -
cathode type cathode
Anode
Three -electrode tube
or triode Grid
Cathode

Four -electrode tube
or tetrode

Five -electrode tube
or pentode

Cathode

The first part of this text is devoted to the study of the high-vacuum
tube and its circuit behavior. Later chapters will be concerned with the
gas tube and associated ecircuits.

A considerable knowledge of the circuit behavior of vacuum tubes
may be developed from data obtained by measurements made at the
available terminals of the tube if it is assumed that: (1) The electrons
set free at a hot cathode are free to move through the interelectrode
space under the influence of electric-field forces present in that space;
(2) the electron current to or from an electrode under normal operating
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conditions of the vacuum tube is dependent only upon electrode poten-
tials and not upon the nature of the heated cathode. The last statement
is true for tubes operated in accordance with usual design specifica-
tions.

1-3. Vacuum-Tube Static Characteristics

“The electrode current * of an electron tube is the current passing to
or from an electrode through the interelectrode space. Note. The
terms cathode current, grid current, anode current, plate current, etc.
are used to designate electrode currents for these specific electrodes.
Unless otherwise stated, it is understood that an electrode current is
measured at the available terminal.”

The measured values of electrode currents as dependent upon voltages
applied to the tube electrodes may be plotted, and the resulting curves
are termed the tube static characteristics. The word “static” refers to
the fact that the changes in electrode voltages are made so slowly that
the capacitance existing between electrodes has a negligible effect upon
electrode currents.

1-4. The Diode Current-Voltage Characteristic

With a thermionic diode connected as shown in Fig. 1-1, and with
the cathode or filament heated to the rated temperature by adjusting
the filament current, the volt-ampere tube characteristic may be ob-

Fi1a. 1-1. Circuit for obtaining the diode characteristic.

tained by varying the anode voltage and reading the anode current by
means of the milliammeter A. A typical volt-ampere characteristic is
shown in Fig. 1-2, in which the anode or plate voltage e; is plotted as
abscissa, and the plate current 75 as ordinate. This curve is referred to
as a plate characteristic.

* IRE Standard definition.




Ch. 1 THE DIODE CURRENT-VOLTAGE CHARACTERISTIC 5

It is evident from Fig. 1-2 that the diode is a nonlinear circuit element,
since the derivative dip/dep is not constant. The characteristic of a
linear circuit element such as a resistor is a straight line through the
origin. The slope of the line, diy/des, is constant for a linear circuit
element and equal to the variational conductance of the element. TFor

180 /
160 //

o /

120 /
100 //
80 /
60 //

iy, milliamperes

20 /
/

4

0 20 40 60 80 100
ey, volts

Fie. 1-2. Diode characteristic, type-81 rectifier.

the diode, the quantity diy/de; is a function of e and is called the plate
conductance g,. Its reciprocal is defined as the plate resistance, or

(deb/dib) =T7p

The plate resistance 7, as just defined is sometimes referred to as the
a~c or variational plate resistance. It is used as a circuit constant when
the anode voltage varies by such small amounts above and below a
steady average value that the portion of the characteristic involved is
approximately a straight line. For a fixed direct voltage, the d-c plate
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resistance would be used, and is defined as
By = Ey/1,

where E}, is any plate voltage and I is the corresponding value of plate
current. From the diode characteristics of Fig. 1-2, the a-c plate re-
sistance of the type 81 at 80 volts is given exactly by the slope of the
curve at 80 volts and is found to be approximately 410 ochms. At the
same plate voltage the d-c plate resistance is R; = 80/(130-1073)
= 615 ohms.

If a diode is connected in an a-c circuit as shown in Fig. 1-3, the anode
will remain positive with respect to the cathode only during the positive
half-cycle of the supply voltage.
When the anode becomes negative
the cathode becomes positive, re-
straining electrons from leaving the

cathode. (Heater connections are

not shown in the diagram.) Thus,

current flows when the anode is
positive and does not flow when the
anode is negative. The direction
a b | of positive sense of current flow -as
indicated by the arrow (Fig. 1-3) is
opposite to the direction of negative
electron flow. The diode in Fig. 1-3 is then acting as a rectifier, and a
battery inserted between a and b with its positive terminal at ¢ will re-
ceive a pulsating charging current which flows only in the direction a
to b. If the applied-voltage wave form is shown and is plotied to the
same voltage scale as used for e, the current wave form may be ob-
tained by use of the plafe characteristic, as shown in Fig. 1-4. Point 1
on the plate voltage wave corresponds to point 1’ on the plate current
wave. The time axes are plotted to the same scale. The tube current
corresponding to the voltage at point 1 is determined by projecting
vertically upward from point 1 to the tube characteristic and thence
horizontally to the current axis. This current is then properly located
on the time axis by laying off the angular distance ¢ as shown in Fig. 1-4.

If a resistance load is inserted in series with the diode of Fig. 1-3, the
plate current wave form can be obtained by a technique similar to that
employed in Fig. 1-4 if the d-c¢ characteristic for the combined tube and
load is first found. The new d-c¢ characteristic is determined by the
voltage drops in both tube and resistance load, and it may be defined as
the composite characteristic. Since an exact mathematical expression is

Fia. 1-3. Diode rectifier circuit.
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220
200
4
180 /
160
140 /
W) ///
§ 120
£
.= 100
E 80 //
.2 4
//
60
//,
40 Wa
20 Vi 7
wi
0 < .
e \1‘
72
| LT
l//
3/2
S, |
™ wt
0 10 20 30 40 50
eb,volts

Fig. 1-4. Graphical determination of plate-current wave form.

not available for the nonlinear tube characteristic, the composite tube-
and-circuit characteristic is determined graphically, as shown in Fig. 1-5,
in which the tube voltage e, is added to the voltage drop across the re-
sistor for a given ¢, in obtaining a point on the composite characteristic.
Thus, the applied voltage is ¢ = 7R + e; for points on the composite
characteristic. The tube characteristic must first be obtained experi-
mentally. For a given applied alternating plate voltage, the resulting
plate current wave form may now be determined point by point from
the composite characteristic as previously shown in Fig. 1-4.

In Fig. 1-6 is shown a circuit similar to that of Fig. 1-5 except that a
battery has been included. The effect of the battery, as shown, has
been to shift the origin of the alternating plate voltage to point @ on
the composite characteristic. The instantaneous value of the a-c com-
ponent of applied voltage referred to the origin at @ is represented by
the symbol ¢, and the corresponding instantaneous value of the a-c com-
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F1g. 1-5. Construction of the composite characteristic.

ponent of plate current referred to the same origin is represented by 4.
The resulting plate current now consists of two components, one alter-
nating, one direct. The value of the d-¢c component if e is made zero is
Ig; Tyg is the average or d-c component resulting from the application
of ¢ + Epp; Iave and Ig differ from each other because the tube-and-
circuit characteristic is not linear. If the maximum value of the alter-
nating plate voltage is small, the used portion of the characteristic
approximates a straight line, and g =2 Iave. As far as the superposed
alternating voltage is concerned, the approximately linear characteristic
is described by an a-c resistance given by the reciprocal of its slope. If
R were zero, this a-c resistance would be 7.
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Fr1a. 1-6. Use of the composite characteristic.

1-5. Triode Static Characteristics

The diode current-voltage characteristic <5 = f(ep) of Section 1-4
may be described mathematically from a consideration of the motion of
electrons in the electric field in the tube. The derivation of an equation
for the curve 7, = f(e;) will be postponed until the circuit properties of
the tube have been studied. It should be evident from the experimental
data, however, that the diode behaves as a variable resistance of value
depending upon the magnitude of the applied anode voltage, provided:
(1) that the frequencies of any a-c components of plate voltage are low
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enough that the quantity jwCpze is negligible compared with the electron
conduction current flowing in the interelectrode space; (¢ is the instan-
taneous a-c component of voltage, plate to cathode; Cpy is the capaci-
tance between anode and cathode of the tube, and w = 2xf is the angu-
lar frequency of the a-c component of plate voltage); (2) that the cathode
is capable of supplying at least as many electrons to the plate as are
called for by the voltages applied. Under these conditions it is found
that the relation

iy = kep* amperes (1-1)

where k is a constant, is a good approximation for the diode static char-
acteristic.

The use of a third electrode between the cathode and the anode of
the high-vacuum electron tube was introduced by De Forest in 1907.
In modern three-electrode tubes or triodes, the third electrode consists
of a grid of fine wires which permit free passage of the electrons through
the spaces between the wires. The electric field at the cathode surface
is controlled by controlling the electric potential of the grid relative to
the cathode, with the result that the anode current is dependent upon
the grid voltage, and can be varied by changing either the plate or grid
voltage. The anode current 7, now becomes a function of two voltages
or, symbolically,

b = flew, €c) (1-2)

where e; is the anode voltage and e, the grid voltage, each referred to the
cathode as reference. With three variables involved, a plot of the func-
tion 7; would be a surface of three dimensions. Because a surface is
rather inconvenient to sketch, it is perhaps preferable to hold one varia-
ble constant while plotting the variation of another variable as a function
of the third. In this way three families of curves characteristic of the
triode are obtained:

(a) The plate characteristics, ¢, = F;(ep), with e, constant.

() The mutual or transfer characteristics, %, = Fa(e,), with e
constant.

(¢) The anode-voltage—grid-voltage characteristics, e, = F3(e,), with
1y constant,

Typical plate, mutual, and anode-grid families for the type-6C5 tube are
shown in the sketches (Figs. 1-7, 1-8, and 1-9).

1-6. The Triode Coefficients

The slopes of the families of triode characteristics are significant in
tube and circuit analysis. From the plate family (Fig. 1-7) the plate
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conductance g, is defined by the relation

gp = aib/aeb (1'3)
and the plate resistance

7p = 1/gp = 1/(3%s/0es) (1-4)

Examination of the curves shows that, as for the diode, these quantities

[T T T T T]
116 16 Type 6C5
- E; = 6.3 volts
| » o ; N
| [ o i i
T g Q}" £~
Type 6C5 12 £ oy
; o = / / ol
; stis] E m ~
J ,,Il_w_og,QéB( IAW VIR Ny
| ° S NG T AN AV b, N7
| AR S [ Rl 1 Jifo
i i ] / S 11/ / L S~ ol 1]
" Dynamic [/ o 4 3 4+ Y VWAV
| characteristic o4 | |f 2 / / I AV.V AP
| / = (N A /2, .2
| / = / 4 P
= d 4 0 0 LA A = [ 1
-28 -20 -12 -4 0 0 100 200 300 400 500
Grid voltage, e, volts Plate voltage, e, volts
Fre. 1-8. Mutual character- Fi1a. 1-7. Plate characteristics.
isties.
500
o
3 400
NS
%\f\\
&
N
N 300
|~ Type 6C5 \Z %
B 55 \ A\} >
u=23 =196 ANN\Ne 2
A 200
Ae; ¢
bt \
L] N
Ae\ N
\NN 100
0

-28 —-24 -20 -16 =12 -8 -4 0
e, Volts

Fie. 1-9. Anode voltage—grid voltage characteristics.
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are not constant. From the mutual family (Fig. 1-8) the slope
aib/aec = Om (1'5)

is defined as the grid-plate transconductance. In regard to the grid-anode
family of Fig. 1-9, it is evident that the slope is a pure numeric, and the
ratio dey/de., for one of the curves at constant 7;, is a measure of the
relative effectiveness of the grid and anode in controlling the plate cur-
rent 75. Thus, for a change Ae, in increasingly negative grid voltage a
positive change Ae; in anode voltage is required if the current is to re-
main constant. Since the grid wires are much closer to the cathode
than is the anode, Ae;>> Ae, and the ratio is greater than 1. The
quantity

—dey/dec = 1 (1-6)

is defined as the tube amplification factor and is fairly constant for nega-
tive grid voltages.

The similarity in shape of the triode plate characteristics with the
diode characteristic should be noted. In the triode the anode current
is found to depend on an equivalent anode voltage (e; -+ upe;). Both
theoretical and experimental justification exist for the following equa-
tion applying to triode plate current:

iy = B(ep + nec)" (1-7)

The quantities B and n are constants which are easily determined
experimentally. For triodes with indirectly heated, equipotential
cathodes, n is approximately 1.5. The quantity (e, + ue;) is called
the equivalent diode voltage: diode current-voltage equations are found to
apply quite well to triodes if the diode plate voltage is replaced by
(es + ues). It should be noted that 7, = 0 for ¢, = —ep/p, which is a
convenient relation for determining the required negative grid voltage
for effective plate current cutoff, or conversely, for determining u (ap-
proximately) if the cutoff voltage is determined experimentally.

1-7. Relation between the Triode Coefficients

Equation 1-2 states that the plate current is simultaneously dependent
upon values of the plate voltage and the grid voltage. The effect of
changes of plate and of grid voltages upon the plate current may be
predicted graphically by the following procedure, as illustrated in
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Fig. 1-10. First, an initial value of plate current is chosen at @ on the
plate diagram. With grid voltage held constant, the plate voltage is in-
creased by the amount Aep, and the plate current is seen to increase by
an amount Afy to point M on the e, = F, plate characteristic. The
corresponding points @ and M are located on separate mutual character-
istics on the mutual diagram. Next, with e; held constant at the new
value of Ey 4 Aep on the mutual diagram, e, is increased in a positive

Mutual diagram iy iy Plate diagram

Fig. 1-10. Changes in plate current of a triode resulting from a change, first, in plate
voltage with grid voltage constant and, second, in grid voltage with plate voltage
constant.

direction (made less negative) by an amount Ae,. The result is a second
increase in plate current Ay, to point P on the mutual diagram. The
total change in plate current is then

Al = Aty + Adpy

and may be computed from Fig. 1-10. Thus,

. 91y

Al = Aep tan §; = Aep—

aeb

] d1p

and Atps = Ae, tan 0y = Ae, 5——
€

Then Afy = Al + Afpy = — Aey + — Ae,
dey de,
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a relation that is, of course, just the statement of the approximate total
increment of a function of two independent variables. The relation
dp 07y

—dep -+ — de, (1-8)

X
dip =
dep de,

is the total differential of the plate current obtained from Eq. 1-2. It is
the graphical significance of this relation for the triode that has just
been illustrated in Fig, 1-10.

If now the changes Aep and Ae, are chosen such that 7; is held constant,
as in Fig. 1-9, di, = 0, and, from Eq. 1-8,

dey, dey 97/ de
(—) == (1-9)
dec (#p constant) aec a7/1)/ aeb

or the relation between the triode coeflicients becomes
L= Onlp (1-10)

The most obvious method of obtaining values for the individual
triode coefficients is to plot from the experimental data the families of

[+

l
S

E . (bias battery)

Fra. 1-11.  Circuit connections for obtaining triode characteristics.

characteristics and to measure their slopes. The data for plotting such
tube characteristics may be obtained by connecting tube and meters as
shown in Fig. 1-11.

Numerous other methods for determining triode coefficients have
been worked out and are described in detail in the literature and in
books on electron tubes. Useful bridge methods of determining g, 7,
and g, will be described in Section 1-14. For use in problems, values of
u, Tp, and ¢, may be obtained from the plate characteristics or from
manufacturer’s data books.
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1-8. The Load Line. The Dynamic Characteristic

If the tube whose static plate characteristics were given in Fig. 1-7 is
connected in a circuit as indieated in Fig. 1-12, the voltage e is the in-
stantaneous total voltage of the anode and ¢, is the instantaneous a-c
component of the grid voltage, each referred to the cathode as reference.
As shown, ¢, is the instantaneous voltage of an a-c generator connected
at the tube input terminals in series with the bias battery. For the
present, attention should be focused on the plate (or anode) mesh only.
The drop of voltage in the load resistor Rz may be shown on the sheet

d’? fes == e

— i+
I

l

E,.(bias)
Fig. 1-12. Amplifier circuit.

with the plate characteristics in a manner analogous to that in which
the composite characteristic was obtained for the diode. In the plate
circuit of Fig. 1-12, Kirchhoff’s voltage law requires that

Epy = iR + e
(1-11)
or ey = Ebb — ’ibRL

Now if the relation e = 7Ky, is plotted on ¢ — e rectangular coordi-
nate paper the result is a straight line, of slope 1/Ey, passing through
the origin of coordinates. This is the method used for the diode (Fig. 1-5)
in combining the characteristic curves of circuit and tube to obtain the
composite characteristic. Again the objective is to obtain a composite
characteristic for tube and circuit, but for the triode the method used
differs slightly from the diode method because of the fact that the plate-
supply voltage for the triode is usually fized, and plate current is controlled
by variations in grid vollage. Therefore, it is customary to subtract the
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voltage drop in the load resistor 7,E;, from the fixed plate-supply volt-
age Iy, to obtain the voltage across the tube e;. The process is repre-
sented by Eq. 1-11. A plot of Eq. 1-11 is shown in Fig. 1-13. The
values of e, represented by points on the line of Fig. 1-13 are the volt-
ages that would be measured between plate and cathode of an electron
tube connected in series with load resistor Rz, when the currents through
Ry are the corresponding values of 7.

The load line (Eq. 1-11) may be readily sketched by finding the inter-
cepts on the coordinate axes, or by using any known point and the slope
of the load line, déy/dep, = —1/Ryr. Such a typical load line has been

' Epp

TR,

ey = Eyp

€
Fia. 1-13. Sketch of the load line ey = Epp — Ry

sketched on Fig. 1-7, for Ey; = 400 volts, Ry, = 50,000 ohms. It should
be carefully noted that the load line is completely independent of the
tube and its characteristics. It is the load resistance characteristic
analogous to the resistance characteristic used in Fig. 1-5 with the
diode.

Intersections of the load line with the plate characteristics of Fig. 1-7
represent points for which the plate current is such that the sum of the
voltage across the tube, plate to cathode, plus the voltage drop across
the resistor is equal to the plate battery voltage. If all such points are
transferred to the mutual characteristic graph of Fig. 1-8, the resulting
locus is truly a tube-and-circuit characteristic and is called the dynamic
characteristic.* At an intersection of the load line with the tube charac-
teristic, 75 and e, for the particular characteristic will be known and may
be transferred to the mutual characteristic graph. Load line and dy-
namic characteristic will be used in the tube-and-circuit analysis to
follow.

* The term ‘‘dynamic” as used here is somewhat misleading, although it is in
common use. Actually the so-called dynamic characteristic includes those points
(on the mutual diagram) which are composite to tube and circuit resistance in the
same sense as used already for the diode.
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1-9. IRE Standard Symbols

The Institute of Radio Engineers in 1938 adopted a standard system
of letter symbols for electron-tube currents, voltages, and parameters.
The diagram of Fig. 1-14 and Table 1-1 illustrate the use of the standard

TasLe 1-1
Quantity Letter Subscript
Voltage E d-c, rms a-c, average, quies- b  plate: total, d-c, or qui-
cent, or maximum value escent
(with extra subsecript m) bb plate battery
e Instantaneous component or p plate: instantaneous
total value a-¢ component or rms
value
Current I  d-c, rms a-c, average, quies- ¢ grid: total, d-c, or qui-
cent, or maximum value escent,
(with extra subscript m) cc  grid battery
¢  Instantaneous component or g grid: instantaneous
total value a-c component or rms
value

symbols. The complete definitions of current and voltage symbols are
also given in detail on pages 17 and 19. All voltages are referred to the
cathode as reference.

The circuit diagram of Fig. 1-14 shows a triode connected as an ampli-
fier. A source of alternating voltage is connected in series with the grid-
bias battery in the grid circuit, and there is a load resistance Rz, in the
plate circuit in series with the plate battery. The latter is frequently
referred to as the B supply. Static characteristics of the tube and the
load resistance characteristic or load line are shown on the 7, — ¢ or
plate diagram, and the dynamic characteristic has been drawn from
points transferred to the mutual from the plate diagram. Time axes
for the plotting of instantaneous values of grid voltage, plate current,
and plate voltage are shown, and the two latter quantities have been
obtained by graphical methods identical with those used for the diode
rectifier in Fig, 1-4.

Definitions of Standard Symbols. Shown in the diagram (Fig. 1-14)
are the load line and dynamic characteristics for a triode connected as a
simple amplifier with resistance load Rz. The input, signal, or excitation
voltage is the alternating voltage e, in series with the grid-bias battery,
of voltage E... The plate battery voltage is Ey,. The significance of
the various symbols is shown, and the relations between total values
and their components are given. The definitions follow:
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Eyy = plate-supply voltage
E,. = grid-supply voltage
¢, = instantaneous total grid voltage
ep = instantaneous total plate voltage
i, = instantaneous total grid current
7p = instantaneous total plate current
E, = average or quiescent value of grid voltage
E, = average or quiescent value of plate voltage
I, = average or quiescent value of grid current
I, = average or quiescent value of plate current
e; = instantaneous value of the a-¢ component of grid voltage
ep = instantaneous value of the a-¢ component of plate voltage
1 = instantaneous value of the a-¢ component of grid current
i, = instantaneous value of the a-c¢ component of plate current
E; = rms value of the a-c component of grid voltage
E, = rms value of the a-c component of plate voltage
I
Ip
Tp

I

= rms value of the a-¢c component of grid current
= rms value of the a~¢ component of plate current
= a-c plate resistance
gm = grid-plate transconductance
p = amplification factor

1-10. Slope of the Load Line. Resistance Load

The equation of the load line is ¢, = Epp — KL ; the slope diy/des of
the load line is —1/Rz. At any point P (Fig. 1-14) within the range of
operation along the load line, the slope of the line can be obtained as

follows:
Slope = Aly/Aep = ip/e, = —1/Ry, (1-12)

In Eq. 1-12, Az, and Aep are the instantaneous changes in plate current
and plate voltage from their zero signal values and are therefore identi-
cal with the instantaneous a-c values, ¢, and e,. Then,

ep = —iyRy (1-13)
or, in terms of the rms values, for sinusoids,
E, = —I,R; (1-14)

Evidently e, and ¢, are 180° out of phase; since ¢, increases with in-
creasing ¢,, while e, decreases, 7, is in phase with ¢;, and therefore e,
and e; also differ in phase by 180°. An examination of Fig. 1-14 will
show that a positive increase of grid voltage is accompanied by a propor-
tional increase in plate current in the positive direction, if the dynamic
characteristic is linear., By positive direction of increase of plate cur-
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rent is meant an increase of actual, instantaneous plate current flowing
from anode to cathode as shown on the sketch of plate current (Fig.
1-14). Referring to the circuit diagram and to the load line, it is evident
that an increase (in the positive direction) of ¢, or of 7,, will result in
an increased voltage drop in load resistor Rz and in a corresponding
decrease in plate voltage. For a pure resistance load, the result is the
phase reversal of Eq. 1-13 or Eq. 1-14. An important interpretation of
these equations is simply this: They show that an alternating component
of plate voltage appears across the load resistor.

The following relations illustrate the behavior of an amplifier operat-
ing in the linear region of its dynamic characteristic:

For a sinusoidal input voltage,

&g = \/2 E;sin wit (1-15)
The total grid voltage is then
ec = E, + /2 E, sin wt (1-16)

The instantaneous alternating plate current is (for linear dynamic
characteristic)

ip = /2 I, sin wt (1-17)
The instantaneous total current is
ty = Iy -+ '\/2 I, sin wt (1-18)

The instantaneous alternating component of plate voltage appearing
across Fr, is then

ep = —ipRL = —+/2 IRy sin wt (1-19)
The instantaneous total plate voltage is
ey =Ey+-¢, = E, — \/ﬁ I,Ry, sin wi (1-20)

Fi1g. 1-15. Circuit with inductive load.
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1-11. Effect of Load Impedance. Reactive Load

In the following analysis, sinusoidal a-¢ components of voltage and
current are assumed. If the load impedance (Fig. 1-15) is Zr = Rp,
+ j Xz, the voltage across Zy, will depend upon both the rate of change
and the magnitude of the plate current, and the operating locus on both
plate and mutual diagrams becomes more complicated. From Kirch-
hoff’s law,

By = R + L% + e (1-21)
Since iy =1Ip+12, and dI/dt =0
Eq. 1-21 solved for e, becomes
e, = By — IR — L(f—;tl — iRy, (1-22)
Also Ey, = Ep — IRy, (1-23)
so that e, = Ep — ¢,Rr — Ldiy/dt = Ey 4 ¢, (by definition) (1-24)
Hence, ep = — (ipRL + L %) (1-25)
Let i, = /2 I, sin ot.
Then, ep = —(\/2 LRy, sin wt + /2 wLI, cos wi)
= /2 I,VR® + (wr)?sin (et + 6)
= —V2 1] Z|sin (wt +6) (1-26)

where 6 = tan~! wL/Ry, as shown in the sketch which defines 8.

>
el

Ry

Now the load locus is given by the two equations (see 1-24, 1-25, and
1-21):
ey = Ey — \/QI,,I ZLlsin (ot + 6)
(1-27)
iy = Ip + /2 I, sin wt

Equations 1-27 are the parametric equations of an ellipse. The operat-
ing locus on both plate and mutual diagrams is an ellipse provided that
u, Tp, and g,, are constants over the operating range. Such an elliptical
operating locus is undesirable in amplifiers because it indicates phase
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shift and thus frequency discrimination. An example of the determina-~
tion of the load locus for an inductive load impedance is given in an
example problem solution at the end of Section 1-14.

1-12. The A-C Equivalent Anode Circuit of a Triode Amplifier

The plate current in a vacuum-tube circuit usually consists of one or
more a-¢ sinusoidal components of different frequencies superposed
upon a d-¢ component. The purpose of the direct components of cur-
rent and voltage is to establish operating points and to supply power for
operation. The useful output in the vacuum-tube circuit is usually
alternating current or voltage, or a-¢ (average) power. For these rea-
sons, it is convenient and important to reduce the actual vacuum-tube
circuits wherever possible to equivalent a-c circuits. This is accom-
plished by applying the idea of the superposition principle. The equiva-
lent a-c circuit applies only to the sinusoidal a-¢c components of current
and voltage. The results of analysis of the equivalent a-c circuit may
be superposed upon the d-¢ components to obtain the over-all or total
values of current and voltage.

If a vacuum triode is operated with negative grid bias and positive
anode voltage of such values that the operating point is located on the
straight portion of the dynamic characteristic, and if the alternating
input grid voltage is of such value that the grid does not swing positive
or beyond the linear range of the dynamic characteristic, then the plate
current of the tube will have & linear dependence upon the grid voltage
and an a-c equivalent circuit can be obtained and used. The conditions
shown graphically in Fig. 1-14 comply with these requirements.

There are several methods of obtaining a mathematical expression
for the sinusoidal alternating component of plate current. One such
method assumes that the plate characteristics are a family of parallel
straight lines and utilizes an equivalent diode voltage and applies the
superposition principle to separate a-¢ components from d-¢ compo-
nents. Perhaps the simplest method of all utilizes the relation 7, =
f(es, €.) which may be expanded about the operating point in a Taylor’s
series. Only two terms of the series are needed if operation is confined
to the linear portion of the dynamic characteristic. Then,

T s
Aty = — Aey + — Ae, (1-28)
aeb aec
in which 8¢;/3e;, and 97;/de, are constant, and where A7y, Aep, and Ae,
may be as large as may be desired so long as the requirement of linearity,
as specified in the preceding paragraph, is maintained.
When a signal voltage is applied at the input of the amplifier of
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Fig. 1-14, the values of e,, 73, and e, change from their quiescent values.
The change from quiescence of any of these quantities is its instantaneous
a-c value, where the origins of the coordinates ¢, 7, and ¢, are taken at
the quiescent points on the mutual and plate diagrams. Thus,

Aty = ip, Aey, = ¢, = exp, Ae, = ¢; = egg

where the symbols exp and exg are used to explain specifically the
assumed direction of the instantaneous values of voltage rise. Also,

67:b/aeb = l/rp: 61:1,/683 =0m = ﬂ/rp
Equation 1-28 then becomes
ip = — + —exg (1-29)
™» Tp .

For a load resistance Rz, the alternating component of plate voltage e,
becomes (see Eq. 1-13)
ERpP = —’I:pRL (1-13)

Equivalent relations for sinusoids may be written using the effective™ """

values of current and voltage instead of the instantaneous values.
Equation 1-29 written with effective values is
Egp —ILR;, &

- I, = + L B = —22 + L e (1-30)

- Tp Tp Tp Tp

using Eq. 1-14. From E kol _l"JO Uu% CfCCClAVU value of ¢ the alternat ”’ig

component of plate current is

pEge
I, = —F"— (1-31)
? s + RL

The form of Eq. 1-31 suggests that, so far as the aliernating current is
concerned, the actual tube circuit of Fig. 1-16 may be replaced by the
equivalent circuit of Fig. 1-17 in which a generator of effective voltage

s, " e 2
-JI|L+ K

F1e. 1-16. Amplifier circuit. Fig. 1-17. Equivalent a-c circuit’.
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rExq and internal impedance r, is connected to a resistance Rr. The
batteries are not shown since their impedances are negligible compared
to r, and Rr. The grid-circuit generator is connected on one side only,
since, with negative grid bias, the grid current is negligible and the
grid-circuit input impedance infinite.

By the use of the a-¢ equivalent circuit of Fig. 1-17, the tools of a-¢
circuit theory are made available for solving tube circuit problems,
provided operation is restricted to the region in which the tube charac-
teristics are linear. KEquation 1-31 has been written as a vector relation
using the effective values of current and voltage, but may be expressed
in terms of instantaneous values as

_ Mexg
Tp + RL

The cireuit of Fig. 1-16 is that of a voltage amplifier. The output
voltage of the amplifier is the a-¢c component of voltage across the load
resistor Ry ; the input voltage is the voltage E,. The voltage gain of the
amplifier may now be obtained from the equivalent plate circuit. In
the circuit of Fig. 1-16 with the load resistance Ey, replaced (for greater
generality) by a load impedance Z;,, the voltage drop across Zz, is I, 7y,
the output voltage.* The voltage gain may be defined as

(1-32)

ip

alternating voltage drop across the load impedance

Voltage gain = 4 = - :
alternating voltage drop across the input

Then, A = I,Z1/ —E,, and I, may be obtained from the equivalent a-c
circuit (Fig. 1-17) where Ex¢ = E;. Thus,
_ #Eke _ wE,

n+ 2y (rp+ Br) + 75Xz

where Z;, = Rr + jX and it is to be understood that these relations
have meaning only for sinusoidal voltages and currents. The voltage
gain then becomes

(1-33)

p

43
— ——— (1-34)
Tp + ZL
Equation 1-34 is a convenient one for gain calculations. It should be
noticed that the gain as defined is a vector quantity. It is customary
to take the voltage drops in the gain equation as from cathode to plate

* It is here assumed, as will be shown later, that the equivalent a-c anode circuit
may be used for any linear load impedance and is not restricted to circuits using
pure resistance loads.
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and from cathode to grid. This accounts for the negative sign before
the grid voltage F,; since E, is the rms value of the a-¢ component of
voltage rise from cathode to grid, — &, is the corresponding value of
voltage drop.

1-13. Use of the A-C Equivalent Plate Circuit

It 15 very important to observe that the voltage of the generator in
the equivalent plate circuit of Fig. 1-17 is u tmes the voltage rise between
the cathode terminal K and the grid terminal G in the external cireuit of
the tube. The voltage E,, in Fig. 1-17, is also the voltage rise due to
excitation, between cathode and grid inside the tube. Only a-c com-
ponents are shown on the equivalent circuit, since it represents varia-
tions of current and voltage around the operating point which has been
used as origin of coordinates on the plate and mutual diagrams. All
batteries are deleted. The tube is replaced by the plate resistance 7,
and a constant-voltage generator of generated voltage uFge. Now the
symbol Eg¢ is used to call attention to the fact that the actual voltage
rise between cathode and grid electrodes inside the tube is the cause of
a change in plate current. In the circuit of Fig. 1-16, Exq = E,, the
voltage of the generator connected to the input terminals of the ampli-
fier. In general, however, Ex¢ is not the same as E,. Frequently, the
voltage between cathode and grid may involve a voltage drop across,
for example, a resistor used to supply bias to the grid. In any case an
inspection of the actual ecircuit or of the equivalent a-¢ circuit will dis-
close the presence of any alternating voltage other than that of the input
excitation between K and G. It is the resultant vector voltage rise be-
tween K and G which must always be used as the voltage Ex¢ in the
expression uExqg for the generated voltage of the equivalent plate-circuit
generator.

The recommended procedure in drawing the a-c equivalent plate
circuit is the following:

1. Designate the terminals of the tube as P, K, and G as in Fig. 1-16.

2. Draw the plate circuit between P and K outside the tube exactly
as in the actual circuit, and omit batteries or d-c sources except for asso-
ciated impedances, if any.

3. Replace the tube between P and K by a constant-voltage generator
of internal impedance 7, and generated voltage uEkg.

4, Place arrows on the diagram to show the assumed positive sense
of current flow and voltage rise of the generator. In this text the posi-
tive sense of current is taken toward the plate, and the positive sense of
voltage rise in the equivalent plate-circuit generator is accordingly
from P to K.
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5. Show the external source of voltage excitation, if any, as a genera-
tor of voltage rise K, connected exactly as in the actual circuit except
that the G terminal is left unconnected to the plate cireuit, as in Fig.
1-17 (except for conditions to be described later). Any connection be-
tween @ and the plate circuit may be omitted since it has been assumed
that the grid is negatively biased and that conduction and displacement
grid currents are negligible.

Examples of the use of the equivalent plate circuit are given in Sec-
tion 1-14. The symbol V with appropriate double subscripts is used
for voltage drop, F for voltage rise.

Py
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(b) Equivalent circuit

Fig. 1-18. Miller bridge and equivalent a-c circuits.
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1-14. Applications of the A-C Equivalent Plate Circuit

A. Measurement of u. The circuit shown in Fig. 1-18 has been used
in the measurement of u. The impedance Z,. is the impedance looking
into the terminals of the transformer which couples the headphones into
the anode circuit. It should be observed that in drawing the equivalent
a-c plate circuit all batteries are deleted. Points marked P, K, and G
refer to plate, cathode, and grid, respectively. The tube is replaced by
the equivalent plate-circuit generator with its internal resistance 7.
The assumed positive sense of current flow is shown. The drop in

@)—

/Oscillator 6, lMEKo

NTEg

K

(b) Equivalent a-~c circuit

Fig. 1-19. Circuit for the measurement of gn.
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voltage between cathode and grid is Vge = —IR;; the voltage rise,
cathode to grid, is Fxg = —V kg = IR;. In the plate circuit,

wEre = wIRy = (Ip + DRy + I,(Z, + 1) (1-35)

(uRy ~— Rp)I
From Eq. 1-35, I, =—— 1-36
d ? R2 + s + Z, ( )

If R, and R, are so adjusted that I, = 0, there will be no sound in the
headphones. From Eq. 1-36, I, = 0if uRB; — By = 0, or

b= Ro/Ry (1-37)

when a balance is obtained.

B. Measurement of ¢n. The circuit shown in Fig. 1-19 may be used
for the measurement of g,,. For a balance, I, must be zero. From the
equivalent circuit (Fig. 1-19), since Exg = I,

E,=IR+ (I + Ip)rp — uky (1-38)
.UEg = Ipze - (IIJ + I)Tp (1’39)

From Egs. 1-38 and 1-39,

E,(uR —
I, = o (u Tp) _ (1-40)
(B + rp)(rp + Zo) — 1°]
For a balance, I, = 0, R = rp,/u = 1/gm, or
gm = 1/R (1-41)

C. Amplifier with Inductive Load. In the circuit of Fig. 1-15, let Z,
= 20,000 4+ j40,000 = 44,700/63.4° ohms, Eu = 400 volts, E,, =
—8 volts. It is possible, as follows, to obtain the load locus on both
plate and mutual diagrams with the help of the equivalent a-¢ plate
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circuit which has been drawn in Fig. 1-20a. For

V2 E

ez = 2 sin wi, \/iEg = 2 volts, \/511, bl

Tp + ZL

If the tube is a 6C5 for which ¢ = 20, r, = 10,000 ohms,

40
I, = - = 0.8-1073/~53.2 amp
30,000 -+ 540,000 —
Then, V2 1,Z;, = (0.8-107%/ —53.2)(44.7-103/63.4)
= 35.76/10.2 volts
G P .
ﬁb@
r, ip N

V21,

P .
(a) Equivalent circuit (b} Vector diagram

Frg. 1-20. Equivalent a-c circuit and vector diagram for the circuit of Fig. 1-15.

These values are shown on the vector diagram of Fig. 1-20b, with /2 I,
as reference vector; however, they were computed with £, as reference
vector.

In agreement with the theory of Section 1-11, where 4/2 I, was used
as the reference vector, the parametric equations of the elliptical operat-
ing locus are

ib=Ib+\/§Ipsinwt

eb=Eb —’\/ifp(

71, |) sin (wt + 63.4°)
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Fig. 1-21. Elliptical load locus, reactive load.

For direct current only, the load line would be determined by the plate
battery voltage Es» = 400, and the slope of the load line, —1/20,000.
This load line has been drawn on the graph of Fig. 1-21. From the graph
the operating point is

Iy = 7.6 milliamperes
Ey = 247 volts

The instantaneous total values of plate current and of plate and grid
voltage then are as follows:

iy = 7.6 + 0.8 sin wf (milliamperes)
e, = 247 — 35.8 sin (vt + 63.4°) (volts)
e, = —8 + 2sin (vt + 53.2°) (volts)

The elliptical load locus shown in Fig. 1-21 has been obtained from the
equations for 7y, €5, €. by assigning values to wf. Table 1-2 gives these
calculations which have been plotted in Fig. 1-21.

TaBLg 1-2., VaLues rorR Prorting (Fig. 1-21)

wit € 1 &g €

90° 231 8.4 1.2 —-6.8

270° 263 6.8 —1.2 —-9.2

0 215 7.6 1.6 —6.4

180° 279 7.6 —1.6 —9.6
—63.4 247 6.88 —0.354 —8.354
(180 — 63.4) 247 8.32 +0.354 —7.646
206.6 283 7.24 —~1.97 -9.97
26.6 211 7.96 1.97 —6.03
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1-15. The Constant-Current-Generator Equivalent Circuit

The equivalent tube circuits of Sections 1-12, 1-13, and 1-14 have used
a constani-voltage generator in the equivalent a-c plate circuit because, in
general, the student is better acquainted with the constant-voltage
generator than with the constant-current generator. An equivalent a-¢
circuit using the constant-current generator may be obtained from the
same fundamental relation,
Aty dp
Ay = — Aep + — Ae, (1-28)
dey de,
from which the cireuit of Section 1-12 was derived.* It will be found that
the constant-current-generator equivalent circuit used with Kirchhoff’s
current or node equations often simplifies the analysis of tube circuits.

©
=
5 2e=1| |n
TEg = r *
) g
kP &y VepY, = 1Ip
K
(a) Actual circuit (b) Equivalent a-c circuit

Fi1a. 1-22. Current source equivalent a-c circuit.

In Eq. 1-28, for linear operation, as explained in Section 1-12,
. . aib 1 aib
A’Lb = 1p,s Aeb = €exp, Aec = €K@, — =gy =, — = On
dep Tp de,
The resulting expression may then be written as
tp = gperP + GmeK@
or gmeKG = ip — ptRP (1-42)
and this relation may be applied to the triode circuit of Fig. 1-22 in

* It is simpler to obtain the constant-current generator from the constant-voltage
circuit of Fig. 1-17 by applying Norton’s theorem, but the approach through the
interpretation of Eq. 1-42 is preferred because it shows that the constant-current-
generator equivalent circuit follows from the same fundamental considerations that
were applied in obtaining the constant-voltage circuit.
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which the load admittance is
Y =1/7Z;

and where egg, 75, and exp have been replaced by the corresponding
effective or rms values. In Fig. 1-22b, Exg = Eg, and Egp = E,.
Then the voltage rise, cathode to plate, is E, = —I,Z; and I, =
—E,Y1, and Eq. 1-42 becomes

gmEle = (—Ep)(gp + Y1) (1-43)

The form of Eq. 1-43 suggests that the plate conductance g, and the
load admittance ¥, are connected in parallel and are fed by a constant-
current generator of generated current g,,%,;. It may be desirable to use
the symbol V, for voltage drop in the direction from the cathode to the
plate side of the load impedance, so that

Vep = Vo = —Ep (1-44)
Then, gy = Vplgp + Y1) (1-45)

The constant-current generator form of the vacuum-tube equivalent
circuit is shown in Fig. 1-22b, in which the constant-current generator
of generated current g, F,; and shunt resistance r, has been inserted be-
tween terminals P and K. The quantity Fxg is again the voltage rise
between cathode and grid terminals inside the tube and, for the circuit
shown, is equal to Z,.

The voltage gain of the amplifier circuit (Fig. 1-22a) may be obtained
from the equivalent circuit (Fig. 1-22b) by applying the definition.
From Eq. 1-45,

gnBy = Vp(gp + Y1)
whence A= Vo - (1-46)
—Eg gp + YL

It may be easily shown that Eq. 1-46 is identical with Eq. 1-34 if g,,
is replaced by u/7, gp by 1/r,, and Y, by 1/Z. In all respects, results
obtained by the use of Fig. 1-22b will be identical with those obtained
from the constant-voltage-generator equivalent circuit if admittances
are replaced by the corresponding impedances and g, by p/rp,. It is
important at this point to emphasize two facts of fundamental impor-
tance: (@) An equivalent circuit is never a unique representation of an
actual network; i.e., there are infinitely many circuits that may be con-
sidered equivalent in the sense of having identical input and output
voltages and currents; (b) in the equivalent circuits thus far used, the
grid current has been assumed zero, and this assumption is not generally
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true, even for approximately linear operation, especially as the frequency
of the input voltage, in the case of the amplifier, is increased.

Example problem. A type-6C5 triode is connected as an amplifier as
shown in Fig. 1-16; the load resistance Kr = 20,000 ohms, E; = 250
volts, E,. = E, = —8 volts; from the tube data book, I, = 8 ma, £,
= 5 volts rms effective value.

(a) What is the necessary value of E;3?

(b) What is the effective value of the a-c component of plate current
L,? TUse the constant-current equivalent circuit.

(¢) Compute the output voltage.

Solution. (a) By Kirchhoff’s voltage law, Epp = @3B + e5. For
direct current only, operating condition with zero signal voltage, e,
=Ey, iy=1,=810"% amp, E, = 8-1073(20,000) + 250 = 410
volts.

(b)2G P

Ok O F af

K

(b) From Ady = i = gpp + gmés, tp = —GpipRr + gmes, using Eq.
1-13. In terms of effective values, I, = —g,l,Rr + gnllg, Or gnli
= I, + I,Rr/r,. Lvidently I, flows in Ry. Then,

InBl 2000-10~%(5) 1072 10
= = = amp = — ma
1+ Rp/m, 1+2 3 3

P

(c) Vip = IR, = 12-1073(20,000) = 232 volts
One may also use the gain equation,

g o )
A= — e or A= —ngcq = "'gm——p_L—
/73 + gL Tp + RL

10K(20K) 20,000 20,000 40
(@05 _ ;A= —2000-10° " — = — —

Ry =
30K 3 3 3

Vir = —42(—5) = 232 vyolts
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1-16. The Four-Terminal Linear Network

A linear network of electric circuit elements is a network for which
the response can be expressed as a sum of the excitations, their deriva-
tives and integrals, each one multiplied by a suitable constant coeflicient.
The definition of a linear network may be stated more briefly by con-
sidering only the steady-state condition that the effective values of
response currents are, in such a network, related to the effective values
of the exciting voltages by a linear equation; i.e., one that may be
graphed on rectangular coordinate paper as a straight line. The re-
sponse of such a network may be in the form of either current or voltage
and may result from the application somewhere in the network of volt-
age or of current. The network is said to be bilateral if energy flows
equally well in either direction between any two pairs of terminals.
Vacuum tubes are not, in general, bilateral circuit elements, but they
behave as linear circuit elements if operated in the linear region of their
characteristics. Although networks in general may have many pairs of
terminals, there are numerous practical applications of networks that
have two pairs of terminals, an input pair and an output pair. Exam-
ples are the simple T and 7 sections used in elementary network theory.
Such networks are referred to as four-terminal networks or four-poles.

In the elementary analysis of four-terminal networks, recourse is
made to the fundamental circuit laws of Kirchhoff. The use of the
voltage law has, in the past, been preferred, but in recent years it has
been found possible to simplify the analysis of many circuit problems
by the use of the current law. That junction in a network at which
the summation of the currents is to be found is called a node. The
equation expressing the law that the vector sum of the currents flowing
toward a node is equal to the vector sum of the currents flowing away
from the node is referred to as a node equation. It has been found that
important simplifications of vacuum-tube network theory may result
where linear four-terminal network theory and node equations are
applied.

Linear four-terminal network theory will be applied to vacuum-tube
circuits operating in the linear region of their characteristics. A de-
scription of a general four-terminal network is needed before the theory
is applied to the vacuum tube. The “box’ of Fig. 1-23 has two input
and two output terminals. The assumed positive sense of current and
of voltage drop at the input and at the output terminals are shown by
the arrows. If now the network inside the box behaves as a linear net-
work, it can be shown 2 that the complete performance of the network can

L F. Strecker and R. Feldkeller, ENT, 6, 93-112 (1929).
2 J. A. Morton, paper presented orally before the Winter Convention of the IRE,
Jan. 1945,
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be predicted in terms of four parameters which can be measured at the avail-
able external terminals. The importance of the preceding statement will
be appreciated when it is noted that a knowledge of the circuit details
and physical complexities of the contents of the box of Fig. 1-23 is en-
tirely unnecessary in predicting the behavior of the four-terminal net-
work, provided the network is linear.

The behavior of such a linear network as that in Fig. 1-23 may be
described by any pair of several pairs of equations expressing relations

I I
R Beamm—
Vi 4-terminal Vo
@ l network l @
L ———— —————t
Fia. 1-23.

among the quantities Vy, I1, Vs, and I,. These equations may be said
to define the properties of the four-terminal linear network. If the net-
work is linear, then a proportionality exists between current I; and
voltage V1, between current I, and voltage Vs, between voltage ¥V, and
voltage Vi, and between current Iy and current Iy. The student has
previously encountered examples of such relationships as are proposed
for use here in connection with four-terminal networks such as two-
winding transformers or T or = arrangements of linear impedances.

M

I, Iy

® Vli%gw @

L, Ly
F1a. 1-24. Four-terminal network.

For example, a two-winding transformer (Fig. 1-24) composed of linear
elements, has constants 233 = Ry + joL;, 220 = Bo + juLy, 219 =
—jwM = 251, where By and Ly, Re and Ly are, respectively, the resist-
ance and inductance of coils 1 and 2 coupled with mutual inductance M.
The four-terminal network is described by the equations

Vi = Iiz11 + Is2go

(1-47)
Vg = Lzo1 + Io2a
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where, with terminals 2 open, and a voltage source connected to termi-
nals 1, Iy = 0, and z1; = V/I; is defined as the open-circuit driving-
point impedance at the input terminals, and zy; = V,/I; is the open-
circuit transfer impedance from 2 to 1. Similarly, with a voltage source
connected at 2 and terminals 1 open, Iy = 0, 2;5 = V1/I5, the open-
circuit transfer impedance from 1 to 2, and 235 = V5/15, the open-cir-
cuit driving-point impedance at the output terminals. For a bilateral
circuit such as that of Fig. 1-24, 2,5 = 25;. It is important to remember
that Vy, I1, Vs, and I, are variables, and that their values depend upon

- I, a '_Y—I— b I
L& ]
@ Vll lVZ @

Fia. 1-25. Four-terminal network.

terminating impedances and voltage sources connected to terminals
1 and 2.

Another familiar example of a linear four-pole of general interest is
an arrangement of linear impedances or admittances as a 7 section, as
in Fig. 1-25. Since, according to a fundamental theorem of linear net-
works, any circuit composed of linear, bilateral elements may be replaced
at a single frequency by an equivalent T or = section, the circuit of
Fig. 1-25 may be used to represent the general four-terminal linear net-
work shown in Fig. 1-23. The behavior of the network may be described
as follows, as may be verified by applying Kirchhoff’s laws to the circuit
of Fig. 1-25. The following node equations are written for nodes @ and b:

I =ViYa+ (Vi — Va)Yp = Vi(Ya + V) + Va(—Y5)
I = (Vo = V)Yp + Vo¥eo = Vi(—Ys) + Vao(¥Yp + Y¢)
Then, by defining yin = Y4+ Yp
2= —Yp =ya
Yoo = Yp + Y¢
it is possible to obtain equations analogous to those of Eqs. 1-47. Then,
Iy = Viyun + Vayre
Iy = Viya1 + Vayae

are equations that define a linear four-pole and describe its performance.

(1-48)
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The admittance y, although related to the components of the equivalent
7 section as already shown, may be obtained by direct measurement as
indicated for the 2’s of Fig. 1-24. The network behavior is easily pre-
dicted if either a set of impedances z or the set of admittances y are
known. Lower-case letters are used for the 2’s and y’s to distinguish
these quantities from circuit elements connected to terminals external
to the box.

1-17. Definitions of the Four-Terminal Network Admittances

Either set of equations 1-47 or 1-48 may be chosen to describe the
behavior of the four-terminal network, or four-pole (Fig. 1-23). Equa-
tions 1-48 are chosen here because, for vacuum tubes, many circuit
problems are greatly simplified when node equations and admittances
are used. ’

The following experimental procedure may be used in the measure-
ment of the y’s and therefore as a basis for their definition:

(a) Short-circuit the output terminals, and measure the currents I,
and I, and the voltage V; with a driving generator connected to input
terminals 1.

(b) Short-circuit the input terminals, and measure the currents I,
and I, and the voltage V, with a driving generator connected to output
terminals 2.

The following definitions are suggested by the measurements a
and b:

y11 = I1/V1 = short-circuit driving-point admittance

yo1 = Io/Vy = short-circuit transfer admittance
y12 = I1/Vy = short-circuit feedback admittance
Yoz = I3/Vy = short-circuit output admittance

If the measured values of yz; and yo are different, then the four-pole
is not a reciprocal nctwork. In other words, the reciprocity theorem
does not apply.

1-18. Applications of the Four-Pole Theory to Vacuum-Tube
Equivalent Circuits

The circuit analysis of a vacuum tube as a linear four-terminal net-
work follows easily from Fig. 1-26, the definitions of Section 1-17, and
Eqgs. 1-48. Let it be assumed that the tube and batteries, as included
between input terminals G-1 and output terminals a-2, are enclosed in a
box with only the input and output terminals brought out, as shown in
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Fig. 1-26. The external terminating linear admittances are shown as
Y, and Y, in Fig. 1-26, and the circuit is driven by a constant-current
generator of generated current Iy, It is required to determine the volt-
age gain and the driving-point admittances at both input and output

Y, V 4-terminal |74
ll network : Y,

Fig. 1-26. Four-terminal network representing a vacuum tube.

terminals, with the respective output and input terminal admittances
connected. In Fig. 1-26,

I, = —V3Ys = Viyor + Vaoyae (1-49)
The voltage gain (forward) is obtained from Eq. 1-49 and is

12
2o (1-50)
Vi Y22 + Yo

Also, It = Viyn + Vayre (1-51)

Then the input admittance of the terminated four-pole is obtained from
Eqgs. 1-51 and 1-50 and is

I Vs Y21Y12
Yu=—=yutsve=yu - ———
1 Yoo + Y2

2 A
If the driving generator is removed from the input and connected to
the output terminals, then

Iy = =ViY1 = Viyir + Vayio (1-53)

The voltage gain (backward) is obtained from Eq. 1-53 and is

(1-52)

-
92 (1-54)
Ve yu + Y1

The output admitiance of the terminated four-pole is obtained from Egs.
1-49 and 1-54 and is
I Vi Y12¥21

Yoo = — = + — = _—— 1-55
22 Va Yoo Vs Y21 Yoz v+ 7 ( )
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The input and output admittances of a vacuum tube connected as an
amplifier may be computed, along with the forward and backward volt-
age gains, according to Eqgs. 1-50, 1-52, 1-54, and 1-55, provided that
the tube short-circuit admittances y;; and the external terminations Y,
and Y2 are known. Several laboratories have made measurements of
the y;; admittances using equipment and methods developed originally
at Bell Telephone Laboratories by J. A. Morton.* The work has not,
however, progressed far enough to provide sufficient data for all types
of vacuum tubes. It is therefore necessary to identify the y.; admit-
tances with tube and tube-circuit admittances which are already avail-
able through manufacturers’ ratings of their tube types. Such identifi-
cation is desirable also in order to permit a comparison of the four-pole
theory with older methods of vacuum-tube circuit analysis. In the fol-
lowing section, the four-pole theory will be applied in developing the
vacuum tube equivalent circuits in such a way that the relation be-
tween the y;; admittances and the tube parameters will be shown for a
particular frequency range.

1-19. Relation of the Four-Pole Admittances y,; to Other Tube
Parameters

Grid current was neglected in the analysis which led to the anode a-c
equivalent circuits of Sections 1-12 and 1-15. Even with negative grid,
however, small grid currents may be measured with a sufficiently sensi-
tive microammeter in the grid circuit. At frequencies above the audio
range, the capacitances existing between various electrodes in the triode
introduce reactances which are comparable with other circuit imped-
ances. In particular, the grid-to-cathode capacitance and the grid-to-
plate capacitance result in components of current in the grid circuit
which flow even in the absence of any emitted electrons from the cath-
ode. It is therefore necessary to include additional circuit elements in
any equivalent a-c circuit of the triode as the operating frequency is
increased. In particular, the input circuit of the triode cannot be
considered as open at the grid terminal.

The four-pole theory is particularly useful in extending the equivalent
circuit to higher-frequency ranges. The analysis to be presented in the
following pages will take into account both conduction and capacitive
(or displacement) components of grid current. First, the four-pole
theory will be applied at such low frequencies that capacitances between
electrodes may be neglected. Then the theory will be applied to the
array of interelectrode capacitances alone, with the tube cathode cold

3 The methods of four-pole analysis used here were explained in an oral presenta-
tion by J. A. Morton to the Columbus Section of the IRE Apr. 19, 1946.
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(no electron emission). The results of the low- and high-frequency
analyses will then be combined to obtain a more general equivalent
circuit which will describe the behavior of most triodes quite well for
frequencies up to about 2 megacycles.

It is found experimentally that conduction grid current depends upon
both grid and anode voltages. Therefore, the relations

'I:c = fl (eb; ec)
and iy = fo(es, €)

may be used exactly as in Section 1-12 and expanded about operating
points in a Taylor series. Again, the first-degree terms only of the ex-
pansion are necessary as operation is restricted to the linear region of
the tube’s characteristics. Then the relations

. 9, 97,
Ar, = — Ae, + — Aey
e, dey
. J1p Ity
and Aty = — Ae, + — Aey
de, dep

become, for a-c instantaneous components,

Iy = §¢PKG T JepCKP
.g [ ep (1-56)
Ip = OpefKG + GpCKP

In Egs. 1-56, g, = 1/r, = 8¢./de, is the grid conductance, measurable
from the slope of the 7, — e, grid characteristic.

gep = 0%c/dey is the plate-to-grid transconductance, measurable from
the slope of the 7, — ¢; characteristie.

Opg = Om = O07p/3¢, is the grid-to-plate transconductance, measurable
from the slope of the 7; — ¢, characteristic.

gp = 0%p/9ep = 1/7, is the plate conductance, measurable from the
slope of the 7; — ¢, characteristie.

If effective rather than instantaneous values are used in Egs. 1-56
and the new equations

I, = 9. Erg + 9pExp (@)

Ip = gngKG + ngKP (b)

(1-57)

are compared with Eqs. 1-48, then, with I, = I, Exq = Vy, Exp =
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Vs, I, = I, the admittances y;; are seen to be related to the tube param-
eters as follows:
Yy =g = 1/r,
Y2 = ¢
£ (1-58)
Y21 = GJpg = Gm

Y22 = Gp = l/rp

The relations of Egs. 1-58 apply very well for frequencies of the order of
1000 cps or lower. In this frequency range, an equivalent a-c circuit
may be based on Egs. 1-57, as shown in Fig. 1-27. For zero-conduction

Olee=rec Y| «Ngg"";lé L P

8pg

——e P s 4 —
Fia. 1-27. Equivalent a-c circuit for a triode at low frequencies.

grid current, g, is zero (rg infinite) and g,, = 0, and the circuit of Fig.
1-27 reduces to that previously used in Section 1-15 (Fig. 1-22).

At frequencies of the order of 1000 cps to 1 or 2 Mc per second,
capacitive susceptances within the tube are not to be ignored. The
interelectrode capacitances of themselves constitute a passive, four-
terminal network between input and output terminals as shown in
Fig. 1-28. The word passive, as used in connection with the network

Fra. 1-28. Triode interelectrode capacitances and equivalent passive four-terminal
network,
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of Fig. 1-28, refers to the fact that there are no generators or sources of
energy within the network.

The contributions of the elements of the passive circuit of Fig. 1-28
to the admittances y;; are now obtainable by superposing the currents of
the circuit of Fig. 1-28 with the currents of the circuit of Fig. 1-27. Let
the currents and admittances of Fig. 1-27 be distinguished from those
of Fig. 1-28 by the use of single primes for Fig. 1-27 and double primes
for Fig. 1-28. Then, for Fig. 1-27,

I = Viyu' + Vayre'

I’ = Viyar' + Voyoo'
and, in Fig. 1-28, LY = Vigu” + Vayr”

L = Viya" + Vayeo”

When the input currents of the two circuits are superposed, as is physi-
cally true with the two circuits connected in parallel,

L=1L'+1i"=Vilya +yu") + Valyre + y12")
and I = I + Iy = Vilyar' + ya1’) + Valyes” + y22”)

Finally, the ;s for the complete circuit are given by

!

yir = yu' + yu’
Y1z = Y12’ + y12” (1-50)
Yar = Y21’ + yar”
Yoz = Yo' + Yoo

The values of y;;/ are given by Eqs. 1-58. The y;;/ admittances of
Fig. 1-28 are obtained by applying the fundamental definitions. With
a short eircuit placed first at the output and next at the input terminals,
and with a driving generator connected at the unshort-circuited ter-
minals, the results are as follows:

(@) V2 =0,
yu'' = 1"/Vi = ju(Cer + Cyp)
ya"' = Iy"/Vy = V1(juCep/V1 = —juCyp
® Vy=0, (1-60)
vie" = 1"/Va = =V3(juwCep)/Va = —juCp
Yo' = I''/Va = jo(Cpr + Cgp)

i
{
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The results of Eqgs. 1-58 and 1-60 are combined in accordance with
Eqgs. 1-59 yielding the correct values of y;; to be used in the frequency
range 1000 to 2,000,000 cps for standard receiving-type tubes as follows:

Y11 = gg + Jo(Cor + Cgp)

Yiz = Gep — JoCop
(1-61)

Y21 = Gpg — ijgp
Y22 = gp + Jo(Cpr + Cgp)

1-20. Gain and Input Admittance of a Triode Amplifier

The relations of Eqgs. 1-50, 1-52, and 1-61 provide the information
needed to formulate the expressions for forward voltage gain and input
admittance of a triode amplifier. A case of particular interest is that
for which the grid bias is sufficient to reduce grid conduction current to
negligible values. For this case, g, = 0, and gz = 0. The voltage gain
(forward) is, from Eq. 1-50,

Y21 - _ gm — JoCep
Yoo + Yo go + Yo + jou(Cpr + Cgp)
The input admittance, from Eq. 1-52, is
Y = yu + Ayie = jo(Cer + Cpp) + A(—jwCyp)
= jo[Cgr + (1 — A)Cyl (1-63)

A=-

(1-62)

For low frequencies, Eq. 1-62 reduces to Eq. 1-46. Equation 1-63 is
frequently referred to as the Miller effect.

A calculation of gain and input admittance for a speecific case will
illustrate the order of magnitude of A and of ¥;;. Calculations will be
given for the circuit of Fig. 1-22, with the tube assumed to be a type
6C5 for which g, = 2000 micromhos, rp = 10,000 ohms, Cgp = 2, Cyp
=3, and Cp; = 11 micromicrofarads. The load impedance Zj =
20,000 ohms. Then, g, + Yz = 150-107% and Eq. 1-62 becomes

(2000 — 720-1075)10~°
(150 + j13w-1078)10~

If the frequency is 796 cps, w = 5000 radians per second, and j2w-10™8
= j0.01 mho; j130w-10"% = j0.065 mho. At this low frequency the
simpler relation 1-46 applies, and

4 = —2000/150 = —13.3
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Also, Y1, = j5000{3-1071% + [1 — (—13.3)]2 X 1072}
= 75000(31.6)-1012
= j0.158-10% mho
Zy1 = 1/Y11 = —76.34 megohms

The equivalent triode-amplifier input circuit, for 796 cps, is then simply
a capacitance of 31.6 uuf. If the frequency is increased to 1593 kilo-
cycles per second, w = 10-1076, and

150 + 7130
= —10.1/—41.4°
Yy = j10-10%3 + (8.6 — j6.67)2]-107'2
= (133.4 + j202)-10~% mho

This admittance may be represented by a pure resistance R;; in parallel
with a pure capacitance Cy; where

1 6
R11 = = 7500 ohms
133.4

10°

X11 = — = 4950 ohms
202

Cn = 20.2 u,uf

To an external voltage source at 1593 ke, this 6C5 amplifier circuit then
presents an impedance which is the equivalent of Fig. 1-29.

R;; = 7500 ohms m~ C11 = 20.2 puuf

M

F1c. 1-29. Equivalent input circuit of an amplifier circuit at 1593 ke.

The dependence of the input admittance of the triode amplifier upon
Cyp is brought out by the foregoing computations. The factor (1 — A)
(Eq. 1-63) emphasizes the contribution of the grid-plate capacitance in
increasing the input admittance. It is desirable that Yy; for an amplifier
be as small as possible. This requirement has led to the inclusion of ad-
ditional grids in vacuum tubes between the plate and the control grid in
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order to reduce the control grid to plate capacitance. The characteristics
of such multielectrode tubes will be described in Chapter 2.

1-21. A Generalized Equivalent Circuit for Linear Operation

As stated in the preceding section, it hecomes necessary to include the
tube interelectrode capacitances in equivalent a-c¢ circuits which closely
approximate the actual tube behavior in the range of frequency from
1 ke to about 2 Mec per sec. The equivalent circuit applicable in this
range of frequencies is shown in Fig. 1-30, which consists of the circuits
of Figs. 1-27 and 1-28 superposed.

¢ n e L £

lVl rg{}‘e k @1gngz gpgvll@ rpi}cpk le
&

[ =K .

F1c. 1-30. Triode equivalent circuit for frequencies up to 1 or 2 Me.

The electrodes of a high-vacuum electron tube actually in or adjacent
to the electron stream must be connected to the terminals available
external to the tube envelope. These connecting leads have distributed
inductance and capacitance of such values as to be negligible in the fre-
quency range of applicability of the circuit of Fig. 1-30, but begin to
introduce increases in the driving-point, transfer, and feedback admit-
tances for frequencies of the order of 10 to 100 Me. An attempt to
represent those additional circuit complexities is made in Fig. 1-31. It
is evident that the circuit has now become very complicated for analysis,
but of greater importance is the fact that the new circuit elements can-

{=
L L
11 g G Cip P P I,
L 1E: T 718
EgpVs BepVi
g =~ Ck @l p Cpk
Vi == K = W
Car’ . Cor
%LK .

Fie. 1-31. Equivalent a-c circuit as complicated by lead-wire inductances and capaci-
tances for frequencies of the order of 10 to 100 Mec.
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not be determined individually from measurements made at the external
terminals.

At still higher frequencies of the order of 1000 to 10,000 Mec the circuit
admittances y;; become modified by the effects of the finite transit time
of the electrons across the interelectrode space, and coupling circuit
effects may still be of equal or greater importance in spite of improve-
ments that are of necessity made in the input and output coupling eir-
cuits in the higher frequency range above 100 Me.

It is at this point that the four-pole approach to the tube equivalent
circuit offers its most important contribution. The additional circuit
complexities are, to a first order of approximation, linear and may be

G Il IZ P

yaYi E22|

Fic. 1-32. Generalized equivalent a-c circuit.

P ok e

K

lumped together into the admittances 11, Y12, Y21, and Y22 which may
be determined by direct measurement in the frequency range of inter-
est. These admittances as measured at the external terminals contain
all coupling circuit and transit-time effects. It is then possible to pre-
pare a generalized equivalent circuit using only the admittances y,;, as
shown in Fig, 1-32.

When measurements of the four-pole admittances of electron tubes
used in the frequency range 100 to 10,000 Mc are complete, the problem
of circuit design and application becomes a straightforward analysis of
the circuit of Fig. 1-32 with the values of y;; as dependent upon frequency.

1-22. Photosensitive Devices

Electron tubes which depend for electron emission upon light, of
wavelength in the visible spectrum or adjacent to it, are diodes which
have many important applications. The static characteristics of photo-
sensitive devices furnish sufficient information for their circuit use.
Currents depend upon the available intensity and wavelength of illu-
mination upon the photocathode.

Although several types of photosensitive devices have practical
importance, only one has characteristics analogous to the diodes dis-
cussed in the present chapter and is known as a photoemissive cell. It
consists of a cathode which emits electrons when illuminated and an
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anode arranged as shown in Fig. 1-33. The cathode is a metal surface
of semicylindrical geometry with a coating of the light-sensitive material,
usually an alkali metal. The anode is
of such form as not to shield the cathode

from incident light and may be a straight P gﬁt,?fff
wire as shown in Fig. 1-33. The elec-

trons released at the cathode as a result of Anode
illumination flow from cathode to anode ¢

and provide the phototube current. An

output voltage depending on the illumina- B
tion then exists across the resistance R —{“F AAN,

(Fig. 1-33). The tube elements are en-
closed in a glass or quartz envelope from
which air is evacuated; the resulting tube
is considered as a vacuum or gas-filled photocell depending upon the
internal pressure.

Typical static characteristics of a vacuum photocell are shown in
Fig. 1-34. A separate curve is obtained for each value of light flux. A

Fie. 1-33. Schematic electrode
arrangement of a photocell.

° T
Light flux, lumens = 0.1
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Fig. 1-34. Static characteristics and load lines for a vacuum photocell. (Courtesy
RCA)

lumen is equivalent to 0.001496 joule per second or 0.001496 watt. The
standard of illumination or luminous intensity is the lumen per square
meter which is equal to 0.0929 foot-candle. The lumen per square foot
is equal to 1 foot-candle.
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The phototube circuit of Fig. 1-35 is suggestive of one application.
When light falls on the photocathode, current flows in the phototube
circuit as indicated by the arrow. If the triode amplifier has been

| | s
Il
ECC

Fie. 1-35. Photocell control of relay.

biased to cutoff by the battery E.., the voltage drop IR due to the pho-
totube current will provide a positive grid bias such that the triode will
conduct. If the triode load resistance is a relay, normally open, the
relay may be made to close by the flow of a few milliamperes of triode
plate current. If the light is off, the relay will open, since the triode is
biased to cutoff. Thus, the relay ecan be controlled by illumination of
the photocathode. The voltage IR available for biasing the triode will
depend upon the magnitude of B and also upon the illumination of the
photocell, as shown by the load lines of Fig. 1-34.

PROBLEMS

1-1. The tube characteristic of a certain diode is assumed to be linear. It is found
that the anode current is 50 ma for an anode voltage of 400 volts.

(a) Determine the equation of and sketch the anode-current-anode-voltage char-
acteristic.

(b)) When the tube is connected in series with the secondary winding of a trans-
former in which the secondary voltage is given by e = 300 sin 377¢, determine the
equation of and sketeh the anode current as a function of time.

1-2. Solve problem 1-1 if the tube characteristic is assumed to be a parabola,
concave up, and if again 7 = 50 ma for ¢, = 400 volts. Compute the plate resistance
for 7 = 10 and for 73 = 40 ma.

1-3. Experimental data on the tube characteristic of a type 81 diode are given in
the table. If this diode is connected as shown, determine graphically and sketch

Volts (73 20 40 60 80 100

Ma 1p 18 47 83 129 179

the plate current, given B = 1000 ohms, e = 80 sin wf.
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1-4. The plate current of a certain diode is given by Eq. 1-1 and ¢ = 200 ma
when the plate voltage is 100 volts. Compute the plate resistance at 25 volts and
at 100 volts.

1-5. For a certain triode, the plate current is given by

i = 134-1075(e, -+ 0.125¢,)1-57

For e, = —20 volts, e5 = 350 volts, find:

(@) 6, Tpy Gy .

(b) The required plate battery voltage if the operating point is Ey = 350, E, =
—20 volts, and Rr = 10,000 ohms.

1-6. Refer to the amplifier circuit of Fig. 1-12. If the tube is a 6C5, its character-
isties are given by Figs. 1-7, 1-8, and 1-9, or by the tube manual.

(a) Taking Euw = 400 volts, E,; = —8 volts, and By = 40,000 ohms, draw the
load line and the dynamic characteristic, and locate the operating point.

(b) If e, = 2 sin wt, @ = 5000 rad per sec, determine graphically the effective value
of the alternating component of the plate current assuming linear operation.

(¢) Sketch ¢, on the mutual characteristic, and locate graphically points for sketch-
ing the instantaneous values of plate current and plate voltage. Check the phase
relation between the alternating components of grid voltage, plate current, and plate
voltage.

1-7. For the 6C5 in the circuit of problem 1-6:

(@) Obtain data from the tube characteristics for plotting anode-grid voltage
characteristics similar to Fig. 1-9 for I = 6 ma.

(b) Determine the tube amplification factor.

(¢) Find rp and g, at the operating point, and check the relation x = 75gm.

(d) Find the amplifier voltage gain by graphical methods, and compare the value
obtained with that computed from pRr/(rp + Rz).

1-8. Show that the constant-voltage equivalent circuit of Fig. 1-17 may be con-
verted to the constant-current equivalent circuit of Fig. 1-22 (with Z;, = 1/Y, re-
placing Rr) by applying Norton’s theorem. Also, show that Eq. 1-46 may be writ-
ten as

A = _gmzeq

where Zgq is an impedance equivalent to rp and Zr, in parallel.

1-9. An amplifier circuit is that of Fig. 1-22a except that a resistor Rx is inserted
in the cathode lead to provide bias voltage equal to the voltage drop Itk due to
the d-¢c component of plate current flowing through Rx. The bias battery E.. is
removed. Derive a formula for the gain of the amplifier using (a) the constant-volt-
age equivalent circuit, (b) the constant-current equivalent circuit.
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1-10. A 6C5 triode is connected as an amplifier with resistance load, By = 40,000
ohms. With conditions identical with those given in problem 1-6, draw the a-c
equivalent plate circuit, find the alternating component of plate current (effective
value), and compare with the result obtained by graphical means in problem 1-6.

Draw the vector diagram, and show the phase relation between E; and the voltage
across Kr.

C

e .

="E,,= 250 volts

t~

=

™~
Output

—y+
Y

E. =~-6volts

Fic. P1-11.

1-11. The tube in the amplifier circuit shown is a 6J5, 7, = 7700 ohms, u = 20,
C = 0.154f, Rr, = 10,000 ohms, L = 5 henrys.

(a) Draw the equivalent a-¢ plate cireuit, neglecting choke resistance.

() Determine the effective alternating currents in choke and load resistor for
¢, = 4 sin 5000¢.

(¢) Find the gain of the amplifier.

(d) Draw a complete vector diagram using the voltage across Ry, as reference, and
find the phase relation between the input and output voltages.

yp 0.02 uf
"
7
, % 50,000
ohms
. 200,000
ohms
+
@ 193' =

R, T ol T‘

Fig. P1-12.

1-12. In the circuit shown, ¢ = 20, rp, = 10,000, C1 = 10 pf. The drop I3R; in
the bias resistor R is to be used instead of a battery for grid bias. If the quiescent
point is to be Iy = 5 ma, E. = —6 volts, determine B;. Find the voltage gain of
the amplifier and the phase angle between input and output voltages if e; = 3 sin
10,000f. Draw a complete vector diagram. K = 1000 ohms.
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P;

1-13. The accompa-
nying circuit can be
used in determining

Im.
(a) Draw the equiv-
alent a-c anode circuit.

(b) Show that, for
silence in the head-
phones,

rp = R3(uR1/Rs — 1) +
=—Eu
() If uRi/Ry> 1, 1
show that ‘*—W

Ry s o
gm = Ro/RiR;3 I
Oscillator
()

—7
Fra. P1-13.

Phones

1-14. Determine the gain of the circuit shown by deriving from the equivalent
a-c plate circuit an expression for the gain in terms of u, By, 7, and R.

Pe

A
9]

@
U
5>}
g
IF
|

Fig. P1-14.

1-15. A type-2A3 triode is connected as an amplifier with cathode bias resistor
(as in problem 1-12), but with no by-pass condenser. The load resistance is 2450
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ohms, rp, = 800 chms, u = 4.2. The tube is to operate at F, = —45 volts, Iy =
60 ma, Ep = 250 volts.

(a) Determine the necessary grid-bias resistor and plate battery voltage.

() Compute the gain of the amplifier.

1-16. Sketch the complete equivalent circuit of a triode for which 2, £ 0, and in-
clude all interelectrode capacitances.

1-17. Sketeh the complete equivalent a-c circuit of the amplifier of problem 1-12,
including all interelectrode capacitances. Next, draw appropriate simplified a-c
equivalent circuits according to the principle that a series impedance may be neg-
lected in a frequency range for which it is equal to or less than 0.1 the magnitude
of a fixed impedance with which it is in series, for the following frequency ranges:

(@ 0 < w < 500

(h) 1500 < w < 2500

(c) 5000 < » < 50,000

(d) 50,000 < w < 5-10°
Show only those capacitances in a particular circuit for which the reactances may
not be ignored in a numerical computation of circuit currents.

1-18. Assume that the tube in problem 1-17 is a 6J5.

(a) Derive a formula for the input admittance of the amplifier at w = 10-10° rad
per sec, using any appropriate circuit analysis other than the four-pole method.

(0) Compute the input smpedance of the amplifier at w = 10-10° rad per sec.

P a

+

G 1 R L
@ rp -=.’-_ Ebb

T\
R
Input Output
q
-

Fig. P1-19.

1-19. (a) Sketch the equivalent a-c eircuit of the four-terminal network shown,
neglecting interelectrode capacitances.

(b) Derive expressions for ¥, ¥12, ¥z, and ygz in terms of y, rp, gm, and Ry.

1-20. Repeat problem 1-19, including all interelectrode capacitances.

1-21. Derive an expression for the voltage gain of the circuit of problem 1-19.
Include interelectrode capacitances.

1-22. Light flux of 0.06 lumen is incident on a type-929 photocell (Fig. 1-34) in
the circuit of Fig. 1-35. The photocell voltage source is 100 volts, and R = 25
megohms. Compute the triode bias voltage if E,, = 20 volts.

1-23. The photocell of problem 1-22 is illuminated by light of intensity sinusoi-
dally varying from 0.02 to 0.1 lumen at 1000 cps about an average value of 0.06
lumen. If R is 25 megohms, write an expression for the input signal voltage to the
amplifier.



CHAPTER 2

TETRODES, PENTODES, AND
EQUIVALENT CIRCUITS

2-1, Ideal Plate Characteristics

Triode plate characteristics described in Chapter 1 show the depend-
ence of plate current upon both plate and grid voltages. The plate
voltage is ordinarily supplied from a d-¢ power source of fixed voltage
rating, and the control of plate current is, for many applications, de-
sirably a function of the grid voltage only. Ideal characteristics would
consist of nearly horizontal, parallel straight lines covering the entire
plate diagram. A horizontal anode-current-anode-voltage characteris-
tic indicates that the plate current is independent of anode voltage.
Control of plate current in such a case would depend upon grid voltage
only.

Plate characteristics approximating the requirement of negligible
plate voltage control of plate current may be obtained in vacuum tubes
by using additional grids between cathode and plate. The presence of
an additional grid between the grid as used in the usual triode arrange-
ment and the anode of the tube greatly reduces the effective grid-plate
capacitance. The result of such a reduction of Cy, is a very desirable
decrease in the tube input admittance, as shown by Eq. 1-63, page 43 of
Chapter 1.

2-2. The Tetrode or Screen Grid Tube

An arrangement of two grids in a vacuum tube is shown in Fig. 2-1.
The grid nearer to the cathode is now called the control grid, and the
second grid because of its function of screening the plate from cathode
and control grid is called the screen grid. It is usually customary to
number grids consecutively in multielement tubes beginning with the
grid nearest the cathode as number one. Four-electrode high-vacuum

tubes are called tetrodes.
53
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Qo [ ©

N

Anode
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Pé QOO — g o ép

G, Screen G,

Fi1a. 2-1. Sectional view of electrode arrangement in a cylindrical tetrode. G1and G
are control and screen-grid helices.

2-3. Tetrode Static Characteristics

The shielding effect of the two grids between plate and cathode of the
tetrode is complete enough so that it becomes necessary to operate the
screen grid at high positive voltages in order to obtain appreciable plate
current. A connection diagram for a tetrode operated as an amplifier is
shown in Fig. 2-2. In connecting a tetrode to its d-¢c power source, the
screen voltage should never be applied until the plate supply is con-
nected, thus avoiding the danger of the entire tube current flowing to
the screen and destroying the tube.

Plate and mutual characteristics for a typical screen grid tube are
shown in Fig. 2-3. As compared with a triode, the following differences
should be observed:

1. The slope, 875/3¢;, in the operating region to the right of e, = 125
volts is smaller and therefore the plate resistance is much larger than
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Fia. 2-2. Connection diagram for a tetrode.

that of a triode. For e, > 125 volts, the plate current depends rela~
tively little, compared with the triode, upon the plate voltage.

2. The slope ¢, of the mutual characteristics is of the same order of
magnitude as for a triode of similar dimensions.

11 [Type—24-A tetrode
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Fic. 2-3. Static characteristics of a tetrode. (Courtesy RCA)

3. For a triode, 7, = f(es, ). For the screen grid tube, the corre-
sponding relation is

7:b = F(eb; el 662) (2'1)

However, ¢ is held constant, and 7, is relatively independent of e;, so
that it may be said that the addition of the fourth electrode has reduced,
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rather than increased, the number of independent variables. Approxi-
mately, then,

25 = flect) (2-2)

The accuracy of the approximation is measured by the closeness of the
mutual characteristics, as shown in Fig. 2-3.

It should be observed that the plate characteristic for e, between
20 and 50 volts has a negative slope, indicating a negative plate re-
sistance. This portion of the tetrode characteristic has had practical
application and use as the operating range of a dynatron oscillator.
For operation as an amplifier, however, the useful plate voltage range is
that above ¢, = 100 volts. Both instability and distortion would be
introduced if operation extends into the region of the plate diagram
below 100 volts. The problem of distortion will be considered later in
the chapter.

2-4. Secondary Emission in the Tetrode

The plate-current maximum and minimum and the negative plate
resistance which are typical of the tetrode plate characteristics at low
plate voltages are caused by the occurrence of secondary electron emis-
sion from the plate. Secondary electrons are emitted from an electrode
only if the incident primary electrons have a certain minimum kinetic
energy at impact. For the tetrode of Fig. 2-3, this minimum kinetic
energy is attained at approximately 20 volts, at which the sereen cur-
rent begins to increase and the plate current to decrease because sec-
ondary electrons from the plate are collected by the screen. With the
sereen voltage at 90 volts, and the voltage of the plate lower than that
of the screen, secondary electrons set free at the anode are accelerated
toward the screen. As the plate voltage rises and the secondary emis-
sion yield increases, the screen current increases and the plate current
decreases, as shown by Fig. 2-3, until the current minimum is reached.
At this plate voltage, secondary emission has its maximum effect upon
plate current. After the plate voltage reaches equality with the screen
grid voltage, secondary electrons leave the plate only because of initial
emission velocities. For plate voltages greater than the screen voltage,
secondary emission from the plate still occurs, but, since the plate poten-
tial is higher than the potential of the screen, secondary electrons return
to the plate, and no effects of secondary emission are observable. Sec-
ondary electrons may also be released at the screen. At high plate
voltage, such secondary electrons would serve to increase the current
to the plate and decrease the current to the screen. Occasionally the
secondary emission from a screen grid may be enough so that the screen



Ch. 2 TETRODE EQUIVALENT A-C CIRCUIT 57

current actually reverses as the plate voltage increases, showing that a
single primary electron may release more than one secondary electron
upon collision with the screen. In many of the older tetrode tubes the
plate current also reversed at low plate voltage because of a secondary-
electron yield ratio (number of secondary electrons released by one
primary electron) greater than one. In the modern tubes the anodes
are covered with certain surface materials such as graphite which de-
crease the secondary emission, and thus the effect of secondary emission
upon anode current is considerably reduced.

2-5. Tetrode Equivalent A-C Circuit
In the operating range of the tetrode amplifier, the plate character-
istics are quite linear. From the functional relation Eq. 2-1, the change
in plate current resulting from small changes in electrode voltage is
. J7p 915 3y
Aty = — Aep + Aeq +
ey €cl deo

Aecz (2—3)

Exactly as for the triode, the change in current or in electrode voltage
from quiescence is replaced by the instantaneous a-c¢ component of cur-
rent or voltage. Accordingly, Avy = 7y, Aey = exp, Ae = egq, and,
since the screen voltage is held constant, Ae,s = 0. By definition,

oy [dis 1
9er  \der =—=0 (2-4)
dep deb (ee1, ec2 constant) Tp
aib diz,

and _— = = g 2-5)
aecl dec]_ (et €02 constant)

As for the triode, if 4, is held constant, A¢y = 0, and Eq. 2-3 provides
the relation
p = —0ep/8€s1 = Tpgm (2-6)

Equation 2-3 then becomes
ip = — egp + gnke
Tp

Now, for sinusoidal voltages and currents, rms or effective values may

be used, and, since Exp = —I,Zy, where Zy, is the equivalent imped-
ance between K and P in the circuit outside the tube,
Ip = _'IpZL/rp + ngKG' (2'7)

Equation 2-7 suggests either the voltage-source or current-source
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equivalent a-c plate circuit exactly as for the triode. Thus,
_ nEgg
o + ZL

suggests an equivalent a-¢ circuit consisting of a voltage-source genera-
tor of voltage uEx¢ and internal resistance r, connected across the load
impedance Zr. If, however, Eq. 2-7 is written as

gmbre = Ip + IpZL/rp (2-8)

it suggests an equivalent a-c circuit consisting of a current-source genera-

p

P

Gy

Q|

&mExc

(a) Actual circuit (b) Constant voltage {c} Constant current

Fig. 2-4. Actual and equivalent circuits of a tetrode at audio frequencies.

tor of current ¢,f ke supplying current I, and I,Z1/r, to the imped-
ances Zz, and r, connected in parallel across the terminals of the genera-
tor. The actual and equivalent a-c circuits of the tetrode amplifier are
shown in Fig. 2-4. The equivalent circuits of Fig. 2-4 are identical
with those used for the triode. Either the voltage-source or the current-
source generator may be used in the equivalent a-¢ plate circuits of both
triode and tetrode amplifiers, and the same restrictions as to operation
over the region of linearity of the dynamic characteristics apply to both.
The plate resistance r, of the tetrode is ordinarily very large compared
with the load resistance; in this case, the plate resistance can be omitted
in Fig. 2-4¢, resulting in a significant simplification.

If all the interelectrode capacitances are included, the equivalent a-c
eircuit is that of Fig. 2-5. Since the screen-cathode capacitance is short-
circuited for alternating current by the screen connection to cathode
through the screen supply voltage, C,or may be omitted. Capacitances
Cpr and Cya, provide parallel paths from the plate to the cathode and
so may be combined. Also Cyyy is in parallel with Cgr.o through the
screen connection to cathode. By combining the parallel capacitances
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Fia. 2-5. Equivalent a-¢ circuit of a tetrode amplifier, including interelectrode
capacitances.

and neglecting Cy1p, (Which the presence of the grounded screen makes
negligibly small), the circuit may be simplified as shown in Fig. 2-6
in which

Ci1 = Coar + Corge

and Cog = Cpp + Ce2p
The input admittance is then
Yy = joCu

The output capacitance Cyq is not appreciably different from Cjap, be-
cause of the shielding effect of the screen between plate and cathode.

G, P

@TEg ._J:.C” év lngKG §

K

33

£ 022 %ZL

F1a. 2-6. Simplified equivalent tetrode a-c circuit.

The capacitances are now small enough that connecting lead-wire
capacitances may become equally important; thus it is necessary to
provide adequate shielding for screen grid tubes to realize best results
at frequencies much above the audio range.

2-6. Suppression of Secondary Emission. The Pentode
Secondary-emission electrons from the anode are attracted to the

sereen only for plate voltages that are lower than the fixed voltage

applied to the screen grid. The secondary electrons released at the
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anode would be forced to return to that electrode if its potential were
higher than any potential in the immediate vicinity. Such a space dis-
iribution of potential between a positive screen grid and a less positive
anode can be obtained if a potential minimum can be provided between
screen and plate. There are two methods in present use which provide
the required potential minimum. One of these utilizes a grid of wires
aligned with sereen and control grid wires, located between screen and
anode, and held at zero potential by direct connection to the cathode.
The resulting five-electrode tube is called a pentode. The purpose of
the third grid is to suppress the secondary-emission current to the

G § Ry

+

i+ _ 1+
— Eeca - Ebb

—

— l+ K
Eccl
F1¢. 2-7. Connection diagram for a pentode amplifier.

screen, and it is called the suppressor grid. The connection diagram of
Fig. 2-7 is drawn for a tube in which the suppressor-to-cathode connec-
tion is made externally, that is, outside the tube envelope, such as for
the type 59, and the 6J7. With the suppressor connection brought out,
the tube can be operated as a triode by connecting suppressor grid no. 3
and screen grid no. 2 to the plate. In tubes such as the 6F6 the sup-
pressor grid is connected to the cathode internally. This tube may still
be operated as a triode by connecting the screen to the plate.
Suppression of the secondary-emission screen current eliminates the
negative resistance range in the plate characteristic of the tetrode.
Typical pentode plate characteristics are shown in Fig. 2-8 for the 6F6.
The dependence of the plate current upon plate voltage is less evident
than for the tetrode. At a control grid bias of —30 or —35 volts, the
plate current is virtually independent of plate voltage, and the plate
resistance is extremely high. Since the control grid-plate transconduct-
ance is approximately the same as for an equivalent triode, the effective
amplification factor, u = g7y, is greatly increased. Depending upon
the purpose for which the pentode is designed, 7, for different pentodes
varies from about 40,000 to 10% ochms, and x from 100 to 1500. Although
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the range of linearity of the pentode plate family extends over a greater
area of the 7,—e; graph sheet, the dynamic characteristic has somewhat
the shape of the graph of a cubic equation, and this results in a pro-
nounced third harmonic in the pentode output, to be discussed in Sec-
tion 2-10. It is chiefly the presence of the third harmonic that limits the
undistorted power output of the pentode. It has been shown that the
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Tig. 2-8. Plate and control grid characteristics of a type-6F6 pentode. (Courtesy
RCA)

curved portions of the ¢,—e; characteristics for low plate voltages are
responsible for the third harmonic in the pentode output. Since this
portion of the characteristic is the result of the suppressor grid action
being nonuniform across the path of the electrons, a type of suppressor
was sought that did not require a mechanical grid. This research re-
sulted in the beam-power * or critical-distance 2 tube.

2-7. Beam-Power Tube
The beam-power tube is a tetrode in which the effects of secondary
emission are largely eliminated by mechanical design of electrodes.

1 Q. H. Schede, Proc. IRE, 26, 137-181 (1938).
2. H. O. Harries, Wireless Engineer, 13, 190-199 (1936).
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Suppressor action in the beam-power tube, for example the 616, is ob-
tained by the use of the effect of electron space charge in lowering the
potential minimum at low plate voltages. Such a potential minimum
between screen and plate will result from the presence of electron space
charge if a sufficient current flows into this region. By careful alignment
of control and sereen grid wires and the use of beam-forming plates at
cathode potential, a sufficient electron space-charge density is secured
between screen and anode to produce a potential minimum in that re-
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Fic. 2-9. Static characteristics of a type-6L6 beam tetrode. (Courtesy RCA)

gion. In other words, the electrons in transit from screen to plate pro-
vide enough negative charge in the interelectrode space between these
electrodes to produce a potential minimum. The uniformity of the
space-charge density in the plane of the potential minimum provides a
much more uniform suppressor effect than a mechanical grid with its
inevitable potential variation from grid wire to grid wire.

Typical plate characteristics of the 616 beam-power tetrode are
shown in Fig. 2-9. Certain values of plate voltage and current in the
region of low plate voltage are critical in the operation of beam-power
tubes. By this is meant that sudden changes or instabilities occur in
the plate-current-plate-voltage relation so that the current in this region
is not a single-valued function of the plate voltage. Linear and stable
amplifier operation is therefore confined to the region of the flat portions
of the characteristics, but, as Fig. 2-9 shows, this occupies the greater
part of the plate diagram. The electrode arrangement in a beam-power
tube is shown in Fig. 2-10.
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The term “‘critical-distance” tube has been applied to the beam-power
tube because the distance between screen and anode, in addition to the
electron-beam space-charge density, helps to determine the requisite
potential minimum.

The arrangement of electrodes in the beam-power tube permits a
considerable increase in the transconductance g, for tubes of specified
size and voltage rating, a fact of importance in the selection of tubes for
amplifiers designed to operate over a wide frequency range. The beam-

Beam-
confining
electrode

A

Plate
F1g. 2-10. Electrode arrangement in a beam tetrode. (Courtesy RCA)

power tube approaches the ideal power-amplifier tube whose plate char-
acteristics would be flat, parallel, and equally spaced over the entire
plate diagram.

2-8. Equivalent Circuits of Pentode and Beam-Power Amplifiers

The relation between plate current and electrode voltages for the
pentode is indicated, as was done for triode and tetrode by the relation

Ty = fles, e1, €c2, €c3) (2-9)

With screen (e.2) and suppressor (e.3) grid voltages held constant,
changes in plate current from the value at quiescence (zero signal
voltage) occur for changes in control grid voltage ¢,; and plate voltage
ep. The result is identical with that for triode and tetrode, so that an
identical equivalent circuit results. It is usually more convenient to
use the current-source generator, and frequently the pentode plate re-
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sistance is so much higher than external circuit resistances that it may
be omitted from the equivalent circuit if the current-source generator
cireuit is used.

Since beam-power tubes are tetrodes, their equivalent circuits are
drawn in the same way as for triodes, tetrodes, or pentodes. Therefore,
it may be stated that triode, tetrode, pentode, and beam-power ampli-
fiers may be represented in the linear region of their dynamic character-
istics by exactly the same type of equivalent a-c plate circuit.
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Fig. 2-11. Equivalent a-c circuit of a pentode including all interelectrode
capacitances.

For pentodes, the capacitance between any electrode and each of the
other four electrodes in the tube results in a total of ten capacitors to be
added to the complete equivalent circuit at high frequency. Of the ten
capacitances, however, that between control grid and plate is negligible
and those between screen and cathode and between suppressor and
cathode are short-circuited, as shown in Fig. 2-11. Other capacitors
are in parallel, so that they may be replaced by a single capacitor of
equivalent capacity. In this manner the cireuit of Fig. 2-11 reduces to
a simpler circuit with a single input and a single output capacitance as
in Fig. 2-6. The relation of C;; and Cyp to the interelectrode capaci-
tances is left as an exercise.

2-9. Applications of Pentodes

Pentode tubes designed for power amplification have fairly low plate
resistances, in the range (for receiving-type tubes) of 40,000 to 300,000
ohms. Representative power pentodes are the 6F6 and the 25A6.
Voltage amplifier pentodes have much higher values of plate resistance.
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Representative types of receiving tubes are: the IN5-G, plate resistance
1.5 megohms, input capacitance 3.2 puf, output capacitance 11 uuf, and
the 6J7 (see Fig. 2-12): plate resistance 1 megohm. Such tubes are
recommended for use in voltage amplifiers and as detectors.

A pentode may be used as a resistance in a circuit to provide a con-
stant current. The type 6J7, for example, if biased to —3 volts, would
pass approximately 2 ma for any plate voltage between 100 and 500
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Fia. 2-12. Type-6J7 plate characteristics. (Courtesy RCA)

volts, as an examination of Fig. 2-12 will confirm. This is the basis for
a number of applications of the pentode, and reference will be made to
this property of the tube in later chapters.

2-10. Distortion

The term ‘“distortion’” has been referred to in earlier sections of this
chapter. It is now proposed to define the term and to apply it in a
further study of the high-vacuum tube and its characteristics as an
amplifier.

The location of an operating point on the dynamic characteristic of
a triode, tetrode, or pentode determines the possibility and extent of
linear operation as already described in Chapter 1. It will now be shown
that operation into the nonlinear region of the dynamic characteristic
will result in the introduction, into the output of an amplifier, of fre-
quencies not present in the input. These frequencies are harmonics of
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fundamental input frequencies, and the presence of such harmonics in
the amplifier output is defined as harmonic or amplitude distortion.
From the point of view of Fourier analysis, harmonic distortion means
that a sinusoidal (single-frequency) input voltage will come out of the
amplifier as a nonsinusoidal wave, and this wave will contain harmonic
frequencies not present in the input.

The problem of determining the harmonic content of the output of
an amplifier with sinusocidal single-frequency input may be approached
by analyzing the dynamic characteristic. With the origin of coordinates

iy

_—

— |
|

at the operating point, the equation of the dynamic characteristic is
expressed as

€c

Fi1g. 2-13. Dynamic characteristic of an amplifier.

ip = fle) (2-10)

Such a relation is possible because the dynamic characteristic is the
graphically obtained locus of corresponding values of grid voltage, plate
voltage, and plate current. It is drawn on the 7,—e, mutual character-
istics graph, and i, = 15 — Is, ¢ = e, — K., as shown by Fig. 1-14. By
choosing an origin of coordinates at e, = K., ¢, = I, the equation of
the dynamic characteristic referred to a set of 4,~¢, coordinate axes may
be developed by expressing Eq. 2-10 as a power series. This use of a
series approximation may be very simply explained by the statement
that the graph of the actual dynamic characteristic is assumed to be
expressible mathematically in terms of sums of powers of the signal
voltage ¢, and that as many terms of the series are used as are necessary
to give the desired approximation.

An assumed dynamic characteristic has been drawn for an amplifier
as shown in Fig. 2-13. Let it be assumed that the curve of Fig. 2-13 is
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represented about the operating point by the infinite series
ip = Cireg + Coe2 + Cze +-- -+ Cre™ +- - - (2-11)

in which the constants C; may be determined as are the coefficients in a
Taylor series or by selecting a number of points on the curve of Fig. 2-13
and substituting into Eq. 2-11 the coordinates of such points. Simul-
taneous equations involving Cy, Cy, C3, etc., are then obtained from a
partial series, and the equations may be solved for the constants C;. As
many terms must be taken as are needed to approximate the actual
curve to the desired accuracy, but of course the number of points taken
from the actual curve must equal the number of constants to be com-
puted in order to provide sufficient equations.

If the grid input signal voltage is restricted in amplitude to values for
which the curve of Fig. 2-13 is a straight line, then Eq. 2-11 becomes
simply

ip = Che (2-12)

and, according to the linear circuit analysis of Chapter 1 (Eq. 1-32),
. I
Iy = ———¢
Tp + By

Therefore, for linear operation, C; = u/(r, + R}, which is the slope of
the dynamic characteristic at the operating point. If the input signal
voltage is

g

¢ = Figy, COS w0l
then the a-c component of plate current according to Eq. 2-12 is
} vE
ip = C1Egm c0S 0 = ————cos wl = Ly, €08 wt
Tp + Ry

Now, if Egn (= /2 E,) is increased until a region of the dynamic
characteristic is involved where the characteristic can no longer be con-
sidered to be a straight line, let it be assumed that two terms of Eq. 2-11
more accurately represent the portion of the characteristic that is used
than would a single term. Then,

ip = C1Egm cos b + CoEypm? cos® wt
= C1Eym cos wt + CoFpn(1 + cos 2t) /2
= CoEn?%/2 4 C1Egm cos wt + C3Egp?/2 cos 20t (2-13)

and it is to be noted that the output current now contains a d-¢ com-
ponent and a second harmonic not present in the input voltage. These
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quantities are distortion components introduced by the nonlinearity of
the dynamic characteristic.

In case the characteristic is adequately represented by three terms of
Fg. 2-11, and again ¢, = Eg,, cos wt,

ip = C1Egy, cos wt + CoEgn?® cos? wt + C3Eyy° cos® wt
but cos® wt = % cos 3wt + £ cos wt, so that
i) = C3Bp2/2 -+ (CiBym + 2CsEpn?) cos wh
+ CoE,2/2 cos 2wt + +C3E,,° cos 3wt (2-14)

where it should be noted that a third-harmonic component is now pres-
ent in the output and also that the presence of the cubic term alters
the fundamental component.

The foregoing analysis may be indefinitely extended. It is perhaps
sufficient to state that, in general, the dynamic characteristic may be
represented to any practical desired degree of accuracy by using enough
terms of the series of Eq. 2-11. It can be shown that the substitution of
¢ = Egp, cos wtinto Eq. 2-11 yields an expression that may be reduced to

ip = Bo -+ Bj cos wt + By cos 2wt + Bj cos 3wt +- - -
+ B, cosnwt +---  (2-15)

where the B’s represent harmonic amplitudes.

The next problem is that of determining the values of By, By, B, ete.,
from graphical data. It is desirable that all data used be obtainable
from the plate diagram. In the method to be used in the following, all
measurements may be made on the plate diagram, although the values
may be represented more clearly in connection with the dynamic char-~
acteristic.

The total plate current is obtained by adding the quiescent value I,
to 7. Thus Eq. 2-15 becomes

iy = Iy +ip = Iy + By + 2 By cos nwt (2-16)
n=1

In practice it is found that the amplitudes of distortion components
beyond the fourth harmonic are seldom worth the effort of graphical
computation, particularly as harmonic analyzers have been developed
and are available for measurement of harmonic amplitudes. Therefore,
the analysis and the results given here are included because of use in the

interpretation and extension of amplifier theory.
For the case of Eq. 2-13 where two terms only of the seriés are used,
values of By, By, and B, may be computed by reading from the graph
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sheet (Tig. 2-14) the values of ¢, for particular values of wf. For this
case, Eq. 2-16 becomes
’L'b = Ib + B() -+ Bl cos wi ‘+‘ Bg cos 2wt (2—17)

In Fig. 2-14, refer to the curve of grid voltage ¢, = E, cos wi. For
wt = 0, 1p = 9 pax; fOr wl = 7/2, 7, = Ip; for wt = 7, @y = 7y ;. These
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Fig. 2-14. Points for finding second-harmonic distortion.

values may be obtained, also, from Eq. 2-17. Thus, for

wt =0, 7:b='If.bmzuzzIb‘f'BO‘f_Bl_*‘B2
wt=7r/2, Ib—_-Ib =Ib+B() —B2
wt:ﬂ'; ib=ibmin=Ib+BO—Bl+B2

and these equations may be solved for the harmonic-component ampli-
tudes in terms of the values of ¢, determined from the graph. The re-
sults are:

B() = Bz (2-18)
1 — 1p mi
Bl _ b max b min (2_19)
2
) max + 1 min ~ 21
By =2 Z n i (2-20)

If more components are desired, more terms of Eq. 2-16 may be used,
and additional values of wf introduced, exactly the same procedure being
followed as in obtaining Egs. 2-18, 2-19, and 2-20. A convenient set of
values of i for determining five harmonie amplitudes are the values for
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which e, is equal t0 Egm, 3Fem, 0, —3Egm, and —E,,,. The correspond-
ing values of 7; obtained graphically from Fig. 2-15 and analytically

€c
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Fia. 2-15. Points for finding harmonic distortion.

from Eq. 2-16 up to and including By are listed in the following tabu-
lation:

wt €g 7p(graph) 1y (from Eq. 2-16)
0 Eem Wwmax = Ip+ Bo+ Bi+ By + B3+ By
7/3  §Egm To(39) =Ib-l-13'o-|-i'—%—33—]E
2 2 2
/2 0 I — I+ By — B, + B, (221)
21/3  —3%Eem  Th—1p =Ib+B0—E—%+Bg _B
2 2 2
™ —Egn  Gomin =1y +By— B+ By — Bs+ By

The foregoing equations may be solved by determinants or otherwise
for the harmonic amplitudes. The final results are:

Bo = §(iymax + 2609 + 2Gs(-39 + hmin) — Is

By = 3(tymax + G039 — Go(— 39 — o min)

Bs = (i max + Lo min — 215)/4 (2-22)
Bs = §(fomax — 265039 + 20— 39 — U min)

By = P56 max — Hosp — a3 T 615 + 7y min)
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It is possible to determine from the plate diagram or from the dynamic
characteristic the values of 4, corresponding to the various selected
values of ¢; shown in the schedule of Kgs. 2-21, and thus to compute the
harmonic-distortion component amplitudes from Fqgs. 2-22. The plate
diagram is always used to obtain the necessary values of 7, if the plate

_characteristics corresponding to ¢; = 0, 1 E,., Egn are available. Har-
monic distortion is frequently computed in per cent. For example, the
per cent third-harmonic distortion is 100 B3/B;. The total per cent
harmonic distortion is defined as the square root of the sum of the squares
of the individual per cent harmonic distortions. The second harmonie
is ordinarily the largest contribution to the total distortion except in the
case of push—pull or other systems where it is effectively eanceled. The
push—pull connection is discussed in Chapter 3. In amplifiers for sound
reproduction it is conventional practice to design for less than 5 per cent
second harmonic.

2-11. Harmonic Distortion in Tetrodes and Pentodes

As shown in Section 2-10, the criterion for freedom from harmonic
distortion of an amplifier tube is the straightness of its dynamic charac-
teristic. Because of the bending of the static characteristics for low
plate voltages, pentodes are found to be limited by third-harmonic dis-
tortion. It is easy to eliminate the second harmonic in pentodes by a
proper choice of load resistance. The amplitude of the second harmonic
was given by the relation 2-20 as

Z.b max + ib min 2Ib

Bs =
? 4

For pentodes and beam tubes with their flat plate characteristics for
negative values of control grid voltage, 7 min for a fixed-grid swing re-
mains practically constant, regardless of the slope of the load line. For
example, if a load line were drawn through an operating point at Iy =
40.0 ma, E, = 250 volts, £,; = —15 volts for the 6F6 of Fig. 2-8, and
the control grid swings 15 volts on either side of the bias voltage, then
b min 15 approximately 8 ma for any load resistance Bz. However, when
the grid swing is in the positive direction and reaches zero, 2 max Will
vary rapidly with Ry, if the load line intersects the characteristic for
E.; = 0 near the rounded knee of the curve. Therefore, for a fixed
value of 7 i and I, it 1s easy to select a value of load resistance, and
hence of slope of the load line for which By = 0, which requires that

p max = 2I, — 2p min
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This particular value of maximum plate current is located somewhere
along the tube characteristic corresponding to maximum grid swing.
For the 6F6 operating point and grid swing suggested,

Tpmax = 80 — 8 = 72 ma

The slope of the load line through the 72-ma point on the E, = 0 char-
acteristic would then be the negative reciprocal of

Aey 250 — 50 200,000
Ry = —= = = 6250 ohms
Aty (72 — 40.0)-1073 32.0

If a load resistor of this value were used, the second harmonic would be
eliminated.

For power amplifiers, other considerations relating to optimum values
of load resistance for best power output impose additional requirements.
These will be taken up in the chapter on power amplifiers.

2-12. Variable-Mu Tubes

It is desirable for eertain applications to have the amplification factor
mu or the control grid-plate transconductance ¢, of the tube depend
upon the grid bias. Such a result is achieved by making the pitch of the
helical eontrol grid winding variable along the length of the grid struc-
ture, which amounts to a variable, rather than a fixed, grid-wire spacing
along the length of the grid. Control of electron flow from the cathode
is dependent upon the field intensity at the cathode, and thus cutoff of
plate current occurs for areas of the cathode nearest the closely spaced
region of the grid at less negative grid voltages than for areas opposite
the more widely spaced grid wires. Such a tube is called & variable-mu,
remote cutoff, or supercontrol tube, and is used in radio receivers where
the grid bias is made to depend upon the received signal so that the vol-
ume of the amplifier is automatically controlled. Cutoff for a variable-
mu tube is approached asymptotically as compared with the sharp cutoff
of the tube with uniform grid-wire spacing. A typical remote cutoff
pentode is the 6K7; a sharp cutoff pentode is the 6J7. The student
should compare the plate and mutual characteristics of these tubes.

2-13. Other Multielectrode Tubes

Many multielectrode tubes combine two or more electrode assemblies
in the same glass or metal envelope. TFor example, two triodes or a
triode and a pentode may be enclosed in the same bulb. They may or
may not use the same cathode, but each has its typical characteristics
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independent of the other and so need not be considered as different from
similar triode or pentode assemblies in separate envelopes.

Tubes using more than three grids are employed in frequency con-
version. Such tubes may have two control grids, two screen grids, and
a suppressor and are known as pentagrid mixer amplifiers, as for exam-
ple the 61.7. The plate current depends upon both control grid signal
voltages in a way that involves the product of functions of each voltage.
As the signal voltages may be of different frequencies, a modulation re-
sults and new frequencies appear in the output which were not present
in either input. The pentagrid converler also uses five grids, including
two control grids. One of these is used in an oscillator circuit, and the
other obtains signal from a separate source. The two frequencies are
effective simultaneously upon the plate current, and frequency conver-
sion results.

2-14. Parallel Feed

In the simple amplifier circuits shown thus far, the direct plate-supply
voltage has been fed to the plate of the vacuum tube through the load
resistor. The flow of the d-¢c component of the plate current through the
load resistor results in a power loss I,2Ry, and in a voltage drop, I,Ry.
It is possible to avoid the power loss and to reduce the magnitude of the
required plate-supply voltage by supplying the direct current and volt-

il
RA
c

Fia. 2-16. Parallel feed.

age to the plate through an inductance of very low resistance. A block-
ing condenser is used to prevent direct current from flowing through the
load resistance. The reactance of the condenser is negligible compared
with the load resistance in the frequency range in which operation is
desired. A typical arrangement is shown in Fig. 2-16, in which induct-
ance L is chosen of such size that wl is very large and C is large enough
that 1/(«C) is very small compared with Rz. Except at very low fre-
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quencies neither choke nor condenser need be shown in the equivalent
a-c¢ circuit, since the choke is assumed to have such high reactance that
it passes negligible alternating current and may be replaced by an open
cireuit, and since the condenser has such small reactance that it may be
replaced by a short circuit. This circuit arrangement is known as paral-
lel feed.

If the resistance of the choke is appreciable, two load lines must be
drawn. These are the d-¢ or static load line for the resistance of the
choke, and the a-¢ or dynamic load line for the resistance of the load.
If the resistance of the choke is negligible, the static load line is vertical
and the operating plate voltage E} is equal to the plate-supply voltage.
The dynamic load line would then be drawn through the operating
point with a slope equal to the negative reciprocal of the resistance of
the load.

The static load line is used to locate the operating (quiescent) point.
The a-c¢ or dynamic load locus will then be a straight line if X, < By,
and if X7 > R;. The dynamic load line is the locus of the a-¢ com-
ponents of load voltage.

PROBLEMS
2-1. Using a set of type-24-A plate characteristics, draw a load line to intersect
the E; = 0 characteristic at % = 7 ma and the E, = —6 characteristic at ¢ =

450 volts. Using parallel feed for the plate circuit and a grid bias of —2 volts and
neglecting choke resistance and condenser reactance:

(a) Determine the plate battery voltage and load resistance needed.

() Draw the dynamic characteristic corresponding to your load line, and show
the operating range for a grid swing of 1.5 volts (on either side of the bias). Deter-
mine the voltage gain graphically. Determine 7, and u at the operating point, and
calculate the gain from the gain formula.

(¢) Compute the per cent second-harmonic distortion for the amplifier.

2-2. Use the definition of plate resistance to sketch the variation of r, as a fune-
tion of e, obtaining data from the type-24-A characteristic for Eq = —3 volts.
Qualitative, rather than quantitative, results are desired.

2-3. An amplifier with resistance load uses a type-6F6 pentode with a load re-
sistance of 5000 ohms; Epp = 250 volts, E,. = —10 volts.

(@) Draw the circuit diagram for parallel feed, showing all grid and battery con-
nections. Draw the equivalent a-c plate circuit.

() Draw the load line on a set of plate characteristics, and determine the coordi-
nates of the operating point. Obtain the dynamic characteristic.

(¢) If the grid input voltage has a maximum value of 10 volts, determine the volt-
age gain graphically.

2-4. Referring to problem 2-3, determine ¢. and r, from the graph sheet at or
near the operating point. Determine the slope of the dynamic characteristic at the
operating point. Calculate u and the voltage gain, and compare the latter with the
value obtained graphieally in problem 2-3.
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2-5. Select a load resistance to be used with the amplifier of problem 2-3 so that
the second-harmonic amplitude will be zero, and compute the per cent third-har-
monic distortion for maximum grid voltages of (@) /2 E; = 10 volts, (b)) /2 E, =
20 volts.

2-6. Simplify the circuit of Fig. 2-11 by combining capacitances in parallel and
neglecting Cg1p. Determine the input and output capacitances in terms of the inter-
electrode capacitance of the circuit.

2-7. Using the plate characteristics of the 6J7 and 6K7 pentodes, construet mutual
characteristics on the same sheet at e, = 200 volts for each tube, and compare the
remote and sharp cutoff characteristics. Determine the maximum and minimum
values of g, for each tube in the range of your drawing.

2-8. Draw the connection diagram for a 6J7 pentode amplifier circuit, obtaining
the necessary screen supply voltage from a potentiometer across the plate supply.
Use a cathode resistor for obtaining grid bias. Show all by-pass condensers. If the
pentode operates at Ep = 240 volts, Ex = 100 volts, s = —2.5 volts, and the
load resistor is 100,000 ohms, find (az) the proper size of cathode biasing resistor,
(b) the plate-supply voltage.

2-9. If the signal voltage at the grid of the tube in problem 2-8 is a sine wave of
frequency 800 cycles, amplitude 2.5 volts, compute the output voltage and the per
cent harmonic distortion for all harmonics up to and including the fourth. Assume
that the cathode biasing resistor is well by-passed.

2-10. Explain, fundamentally, why the insertion of grid wires between control
grid and anode in a vacuum tube reduces the effective grid-plate capacitance. As-
sume that the inserted grid is maintained at a-¢ ground potential.



CHAPTER 3

AUDIO-FREQUENCY VOLTAGE
AMPLIFIERS

THE SINGLE-TUBE OR ONE-STAGE AMPLIFIER CIRCUITS OF CHAPTERS 1
and 2 were introduced to provide examples of tube applications in basic
circuits. The present chapter will be devoted to a study of methods of
coupling tubes in multistage amplifiers designed for amplification in the
audio-frequency range.

3-1. Amplifier Classifications

Amplifiers may be classified in respect to their use as vollage, current,
or power amplifiers.

Amplifiers, as used in this text, are four-terminal networks designed
to provide an increase in the amplitude of an alternating voltage. This
voltage is referred to as the signal and is applied at the input terminals
of the four-pole. If the emphasis is placed upon the production at the
output terminals of a higher output voltage, with the magnitude of
output current considered unimportant, the amplifier is referred to as a
voltage amplifier, and certain types of high-vacuum tubes are designed
for such use. If the major purpose of the amplifier is to increase the
amplitude of a current, then a voltage input proportional to the signal
current is fed into the four-pole at its input terminals and is to be in-
creased in amplitude, but the output terminals must be capable of
supplying a current of amplitude greater than that of the signal current;
such an amplifier is referred to as a current amplifier. If both current
and voltage amplitudes are required to be large at the output terminals,
the amplifier is referred to as a power amplifier. It is generally true that
vacuum-tube amplifiers are voltage-operated devices; that is, they
respond to voltage variations at their input terminals. The over-all-
output requirement of the amplifier determines the use classification as
voltage, current, or power amplifier and dictates the essential circuit
properties of tubes and other circuit components which together com-
prise the composite four-pole.

Amplifiers may also be classified on the basis of frequency range as

76
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audio-, radio-, or video- (television) frequency amplifiers, each of these
requiring circuit elements and tube characteristics to fit the frequency
range over which amplification is desired.

An additional standard classification of amplifiers depends upon the
portion of the a-¢ input cycle during which plate current flows, and in-
cludes class A, class AB, class B, and class C. The period of plate con-

F1a. 3-1. Class-A operation. o

Fig. 3-2. Class-AB operation.

€c
Fi1g. 3-3. Class-B operation. }
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duction is determined by the grid bias and the excitation amplitude.
Figures 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, and 3-4 illustrate classes A, AB, B, and C, respec-
tively. In each figure, bias and input voltage amplitude typical of the
classification are shown, together with a dynamiec characteristic and the
resulting plate current. It should be particularly noted that class-A
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operation implies bias on the linear portion of the characteristic and
small input amplitude E,,, with plate current flowing during the entire
grid cycle; for class-B operation the bias is approximately at cutoff,
and plate current flows only during one-half the cycle of grid voltage; for
class-C operation the bias is below cutoff, and plate current flows only
during a period less than half that of the grid cycle. Since audio ampli-
fiers require freedom from distortion, they are always operated class A
except for power stages where push-pull operation makes class AB or B
operation possible without excessive distortion. Radio-frequency
amplifiers employ tuned circuits and may therefore tolerate the dis-
tortion inherent in classes other than A. Since plate current flows only
with signal voltage in classes B and C, and since the grid amplitude may
be much greater than in class A, the B and C amplifiers operate more
efficiently than the A class. Class AB is intermediate between classes A
and B. A further distinction, depending upon grid swing, is in general
use. If the grid swings into the positive region of the mutual character-
istics, grid current is expected to flow and the subscript 2 is used. When
grid current does not flow, subscript 1 is used. For example, Fig. 3-1
represents a class-A; amplifier, Fig. 3-3 a class-B;. If E; max were greater
than E. in Fig. 3-3, the amplifier would operate class Bs.

3-2. Distortion in Amplifiers

In order to describe a sine or cosine wave, three properties of the wave
must be known. These properties are amplitude, frequency, and phase.
When a given alternating voltage is fed into an amplifier, it is usually
desirable that an output voltage of identical frequency but increased
amplitude result. As shown in Chapter 1, the phase difference between
input and output voltage for amplifiers with pure resistance load cir-
cuits * is 180°. When a number of sinusoidal voltages of different
amplitudes, frequencies, and phases are simultaneously fed into the
input of an amplifier, as for the amplification of music or speech, it is
desirable and necessary that: (1) The amplifier output contain exactly
the same frequencies as are present in the input; (2) the ratio of the
amplitudes of output-to-input voltage components of the same frequency
be the same for all frequencies; this is equivalent to requiring that the
gain be the same for all frequencies; (3) the relative phase differences
between the various frequencies be the same in the output as in the
input. The departure of the amplifier from exact conformity with these
three conditions is known as distortion. The introduction by the
amplifier of frequencies not present in the input results from the non-

* This assumes frequencies are low enough that interelectrode capacitances may
be neglected.
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linearity of the dynamic characteristic, as discussed in Chapter 2 and is
known as harmonic distortion. Failure of the amplifier to meet the second
requirement of equal gain for all frequencies is known as fregquency
distortion and is caused by circuit or tube reactance values which change
with frequency. If the amplifier circuit introduces a phase shift pro-
portional to frequency per stage for all frequencies, requirement 3 is met
perfectly, but, since reactance values of tube interelectrode capacitances
and circuit inductive and capacitive reactances vary oppositely with
frequency, phase distortion will result. For speech or music, the ear
does not detect small amounts of phase distortion, but it is quite sensi-
tive to harmoniec and frequency distortion. If curves of gain are plotted
against frequency, the curves will be straight horizontal lines for an
ideal amplifier. The departure of the gain from the flat, straight-line
characteristic of the ideal amplifier is a measure of the frequency dis-
tortion of the actual amplifier.

3-3. Interstage Coupling Circuits

The coupling circuit between two stages of a voltage amplifier may be
treated as a four-terminal network. Four coupling circuits that are of
importance in voltage amplifiers are:

(a) The direct-coupling circuit in which a single resistance serves
as the output load of one stage and the input to the following stage.
A battery is required to correct the second stage bias.

Po ! ﬂlll} °Gy

il
I °
Ey,

(b) The resistance-capacitance coupling circuit is a = network as
shown. The plate supply of the first stage is inserted in series with Rp.

C
po ﬂ °Gy
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(¢) The inductance-capacitance circuit is also a = network with an
inductance instead of the load resistance R used in the E—-C circuit.
The plate supply for the first stage is connected through the inductance
L.

Po ' s G,

(e, A g . O

(d) The transformer coupling circuit is a transformer of special design,
as shown. The plate supply for the first stage is connected either in
series with the primary or in shunt by means of parallel feed.

Plc'__ O "Gz

[« e O o)

The four coupling circuits are analyzed in the following sections. One
method of analysis is to obtain the four-pole admittance parameters of
the coupling network, and then to work out the over-all four-pole ad-
mittances of tubes and coupling network in tandem. Since the four-pole
admittance parameters of tubes and of coupling network are frequency-
dependent (except for the direct-coupling network), graphical repre-
sentation is usually employed. Such methods are convenient for design.
For purposes of the present chapter, an elementary circuit analysis of
each case is preferred.

3-4. Direct-Coupled Amplifiers

When very low frequencies or small variations in direct voltages are
to be amplified, the simplest eircuit that may be used for the purpose is
that shown in Fig. 3-5. The voltage of the required second-stage bias
battery E..o can be determined if the quiescent current I3, and the load
resistor Ry are known. The direct-voltage drop in B, is in such a di-
rection that G5 is at a lower potential than K. In other words, a nega-
tive bias already exists on G, but in general this voltage would be
sufficient to bias the tube T'; to cutoff unless a battery is connected to
correct the bias as shown. The required battery voltage is E.o =
Veexe + In1R1, where Vgore is the required negative bias. For ex-
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ample, suppose that R; = 100,000 ohms, I3 = 2 ma, Ko = —10
volts = Vgoxo (desired bias). Then E..o = —10 4 200 = 190 volts.
A battery to supply such a voltage is inconvenient and expensive, and,

)
Input
voltage R, Scl)iltggz
L S —
| ‘|“I+ ‘l“L+
| n Wl
Eccr Eppy Eppo

F1c. 3-5. Two-stage, direct-coupled amplifier.

when 1t is added to the requirement of the two plate batteries of equal or
greater voltage, it is obvious that the circuit of Fig. 3-5 is far from ideal.

A circuit utilizing a single plate-voltage power supply and the poten-
tiometer principle was first suggested by Loftin and White.! Such a

R, output

Fig. 3-6. Two-stage, direct-coupled amplifier using a single power source for plate
and bias voltages.

circuit is illustrated in Fig. 3-6, in which R, is the bias resistor for tube
1. With proper choice of power supply voltage and resistors, the voltages
required for the circuit of Fig. 3-5 can be supplied as shown in Fig. 3-6.

L E. H. Loftin and S. Y. White, Proc. IRE, 16, 281 (1928).
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The direction of the direct current in the power-supply circuit is such
that K is positive with respect to ; by the amount of the drop IR,.
Plate battery voltage Eyp1, of Fig. 3-5, has been replaced by Es4 (voltage
rise), Eppe by E35. The bias voltage of the second tube can be obtained
from the relation

E3y = ItnRy + Veorge
Here Vgexs = voltage drop, grid to cathode

= K9, bias voltage (usually a negative number)
or voltage rise, d-c component, cathode to
grid

Then, E34 = Ib]_Rl + Ecg (3-1)

For example, if B; = 50,000 ohms, Ip; = 1.8 ma, E,5 = —5 volts, the
required voltage K34 is given by

Esq = 1.8-1073(50,000) — 5 = 90 — 5 = 85 volts

It should be noted that the cathode of tube 2 is at a higher direct poten-
tial than that of tube 1. Either separate heater supplies must be used or
the insulation of cathode to heater for each tube must be capable of
withstanding the fairly high potential if 2 common heater souree is used
for both stages.

Reference again to Fig. 3-6 will show that the d-c supply voltage E
will be the sum of E12 + E23 + E34 + E45, or

E\5 = E12 + Es3 + E3s (3-2)
But, for the direct voltage between K; and Gy,
Bz = Viria
Eoz = Eoy ~ B3y = Egy — (ItRy — Vig2g2) (3-3)
Equation 3-3 may be written, with Eqq = Eyp;, as
Eo3 = Evyy — IvB1 + Vioge = Ev1 + Vioge (3-4)
Further, E3s = Eppe = Epg + InoRo (3-5)

Therefore, the d-c supply voltage is
Ei5 = Viig1 + Evt + Vioge + Ebz + IR (3-6)

or the numerical sum of the bias voltages, the plate voltages, and the
direct voltage drop through the load resistor of the last tube.
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A three-stage direct-coupled amplifier circuit is given in Fig. 3-7.
The screen voltage of the input pentode and all bias and plate voltages
are obtained by proper selection of a voltage drop in the potential
divider circuit. In the third or power stage a pentode is used as a triode.
In order to avoid undesirable feedback when audio frequencies in the
voice or music range are used, by-pass condensers would be used across
all biasing resistors. The capacitances of these condensers are so chosen

T, % | §._____

R, output
~ input L3
& voltage Ry, R;,
/]
'—\N\/—L\N\'—“—\N\/——'
R, R, Ry R, R, R, R,

- +
i
E
F1c. 3-7. Three-stage, direct-coupled amplifier.

that their reactances in the range of frequencies to be amplified are
negligible.

Direct-coupled amplifiers are most useful at low frequencies and have
practically zero frequency and phase distortion in their operating range.
Such amplifiers also find numerous applications where it is required that
a circuit respond to a very small change in voltage, a change that is not
necessarily alternating, nor even periodic. Direct-coupled amplifiers
have been used in biological studies, for counting purposes, and in experi-
mental psychology in the study of neural response. They have also been
used in cathode-ray oscillographs to amplify the input voltage. For this
application, frequency and phase distortion must be negligible over a
very wide range of frequencies.

Direct-coupled amplifiers are used for measurement purposes as in
vacuum-tube voltmeters designed to measure very low frequency or
direct voltage. In this, as in most applications of direct-coupled ampli-
fiers, one of the major difficulties is that of zero adjustment, or an ad-
justment within the amplifier such that with zero input voltage, there
will be zero output voltage.

Another important d-c amplifier application is in the field of servo-
mechanisms. Servo amplifiers are frequently required to operate at
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very low frequency and may be required to control, for example, the
field current of a d-¢ motor.

Certain disadvantages of the d-¢ (direct-coupled) amplifier are in-
herent in the circuit itself. Because of the lack of d-c isolation between
stages, small changes in tube characteristics or in battery voltages in one
stage are amplified in a succeeding stage so that the tube operating point
of the later stage may shift out of the linear region of the dynamic
characteristic. There is also a tendency for the amplifier to “drift,”
which means that a slight change in potential in a given stage may result
in a larger change in a succeeding stage, sufficient either to overload that
stage or to bias it to cutoff. The tendency to drift ? is minimized by
using small resistors for the potentiometer circuit (Fig. 3-7) which calls
for a large-capacity power supply and large “bleeder” current, with
attendant power loss. Refinements in the design of direct-coupled
amplifiers which eliminate the disadvantages described in the foregoing
paragraph are described in the literature and should be referred to before
a serious attempt is made to build such an amplifier.

3-6. Resistance-Capacitance Coupling

The d-c coupling existing between stages of the direct-coupled ampli-
fiers which have been described in Section 3-4 is eliminated in the
amplifier of Fig. 3-8 by the blocking capacitor C. The equivalent circuit

o]

C
gl R 1
It

! |
] |
] f
| |

Ry

|
I
|
+ R, E

™ T 1
|

Fie. 3-8. Intermediate stage of an R-C-coupled amplifier.

I
|
I
!
{ By
|
!
i
!

of Fig. 3-8 is the circuit shown in Fig. 3-9, and £;; and C;; are the re-
sistive and capacitive components of the input impedance of the next
stage. (See Chapter 1, Fig. 1-29.)

Since the grid-to-anode capacitances may be neglected at audio
frequencies, each stage of a multistage amplifier may be treated in-

2 A method of drift correction is given by Loftin and White, Proc. IRE, 18, p. 669
(1930).

:
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G,

- 2

f2
1 c

B

65ng @ §rp ==Ck i Ra fu -;JFCu @

igm Eg "

K

F1c. 3-9. Equivalent a-c circuit of Fig. 3-8.

dependently in finding the gain. If, for example, the amplifier stage of
Fig. 3-8 is the mid-stage of a three-stage amplifier, the over-all amplifier
gain is given by

output voltage of last stage

input signal voltage to first stage

with proper attention as to the use of voltage drops with respect to the
common ground terminal. For the separate stages,

VKG2 VK G3 Vout
] 2 ’ 3 =
Vkas

4,

Vi Vieas

For the complete amplifier,

A = Vout _ VKGZ VKG3 Vout
Veer Vrei Vke: Vkes

= A1A2A3 (3'7)

The importance in many applications of the resistance-capacitance
method of amplifier coupling requires that the circuit behavior of R—C-
coupled amplifiers be discussed in some detail. In the circuit of Fig. 3-8,
resistors B, are cathode biasing resistors in which the IRy drop provides
the proper potential difference E, between cathode and grid for negative
grid bias. The capacitors C;, are chosen of sufficiently large capacitance
and correspondingly small reactance to by-pass the a-c components of
the plate current around the resistors so that on the a-c equivalent
circuit of Fig. 3-9 the equivalent parallel impedance of Ry and Cy is
comparatively a short circuit and is therefore not shown. The funection
of capacitor C is to provide d-¢ isolation for the following stage. To
ensure adequate d-c¢ isolation, the dielectric used in C must be of high-
quality material of very high insulation resistance. Any d-c leakage
through the capacitor from the plate supply will tend to produce a
positive bias on the grid of the next stage. If the amplifier is to have
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minimum frequency distortion, the reactance of capacitor C must be
negligible. Practically this requirement is met if Xc at the lowest
operating frequency is less than one tenth of resistance R», for then the
alternating voltage across R, is approximately equal to that across R,
and the voltage gain is independent of C; therefore the gain will be in-
dependent of frequency in the operating frequency range over which
the input admittance of the next stage remains negligible. Resistance
R, (load resistance) and R (grid-leak resistance) should be as high as
possible for maximum gain. The magnitude of B; is limited because it
must pass the d-¢ component of load current, and too large a voltage
drop I R; necessitates too large a plate supply Ep,. From the circuit
of Fig. 3-8,
By = IRy + Epy + Iy By

The magnitude of R is limited because of the flow of grid current to the
grid G2. Usually R is limited to 1 megohm, for even an extremely small
grid current would produce an appreciable spurious bias in a resistance
of several megohms. Since any charge accumulating on coupling
capacitor C must leak off through R,, the product R,C is limited in
magnitude. Too large a product RoC means that a sudden positive
impulse causing grid current to flow, thus charging the capacitor would
affect the grid for too long a time; this phenomenon is known as “block-
ing.” Such conditions limit the size of R; and C.

The current-source-generator equivalent circuit has been used in
Fig. 3-9, and grid conductance has been assumed to be negligible. All
circuit elements have been shown, but, since the capacitor reactances
and the magnitude of Y, for the next stage (see Chapter 1, Egs. 1-62 and
1-63) all depend upon frequency, it is possible to establish frequency
ranges within which the circuit may be very much simplified. In the
low-frequency range, X, is greater than one-tenth R; also, the reactances
of Cpy and Cyy and the resistance By, are so large compared with 7, B,
and R, that Ci; and Ry; may be considered open circuits and omitted

P . ; G p i G p . Gy
C
lgm Eg Lé-’m Eg lgm E, Ry
K K K
(a} Low-frequency range {b) Intermediate-frequency range {c) High-frequlency ran.ge

F1c. 3-10. Equivalent circuits in the low-frequency, mid-frequency, and high-
frequency range for an R-C-coupled amplifier stage.
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from the circuit diagram. The low-frequency circuit is shown in Fig.
3-10a. In the mid-frequency range, Fig. 3-100, X, < 0.1R5 and may be
replaced by a short ecircuit; Cp, C11, and stray wiring capacitances are
now in parallel and may be replaced by Cop, but X¢o and B are so large
compared with the other circuit elements that they may be considered as
open circuits. In the high-frequency range, X ¢ is small and may not be
neglected; Y11 = (1 + jwCo, and it is assumed that Gy < wCy, and may
be neglected. The circuit is shown in Fig. 3-10c.

Analysis of the gain and phase shift of the B—C-coupled amplifier
stage of Fig. 3-8 is now greatly simplified by use of the equivalent
circuits of Fig. 3-10. In the mid-frequency range, the current gk,
flows through an equivalent admittance Y.q given by

Yeq=Yp+ Y+ 7Yy =1/Req (3-8)
where Yp = 1/rp, Y, =1/Ry, Yo = 1/R,
The output voltage drop of the stage is
Viez = gnBlgReq (3-9)

and the intermediate-frequency voltage gain of the stage is given by the
relation

A __ng2 o R = — Im
T E T T T TR

Since Ay involves only pure resistance elements, the intermediate-fre-
quency gain is independent of frequency. If the following substitutions
are made in Eq. 3-10, namely

Y1+ Y2 = YL = l/RL
where Rp = RiRs/(R; + R2) = the equivalent load resistance

(3-10)

and gm = uYp = p/ry,

then Eq. 3-10 may be written in the familar form of

ek S .
l/Tp-i-l/RL Tp"l‘RL

In exactly the same manner, the amplifier voltage gain in the high-
frequency range may be obtained from the cireuit of Fig. 3-10c. The
high-frequency gain 4 g is then given by

A; (3-11)

_ —~0m - ﬂYP
Yp+ Yi+ Y+ Y1y Yp+Y:+ Yo+ Yy

Ax (3-12)
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For convenience in computation, it is desirable to relate Ay to Ay,
which may be accomplished by noting that Eqgs. 3-8 and 3-10 may be
used in Eq. 3-12, so that

_ —Om _ ImBeq _ A
1/Req + Y11 14 ReqY11 14 Reg¥na

Ag (3-13)
But Yq; = Gi1 + jwCo, and Gy, ig assumed to be negligible compared
with wCy. Then Yy; = jwCy, and the quantity Re,Y;1 may be written
as

Reqyll = jzwaOReq

If by definition the quantity 1/2xCyRq be replaced by the frequency
fu, then Eq. 3-13 may be written as

A Ar (3-14)
H = — —_
1+ jf/fu
1 Yp+ Y+ Yo
h = = 3-15
where In 2rCoReq 27Cy ( )
Equation 3-14 may now be expressed in polar form as follows:
| Ar|/180° | 4]
Ay = e - ———— /180° — 6y (3-16)
R N R E i —
where 8y = tan™ ' f/fy (3-17)

As the frequency f increases beyond the intermediate-frequency range,
the gain decreases and the phase-shift angle 6 increases, according to
Eqs. 3-16 and 3-17. If f becomes equal to fg,

| Au| =] 4rl/v/2 = 0707] A |

Therefore, fg is that frequency at which the high-frequency gain falls to
70.7 per cent of the constant gain in the intermediate-frequency range.
The angle 85 is the angle by which the phase difference between output
and input voltages fails to be 180°. Therefore, 8z is a measure of the
phase shift in the high-frequency range. At the frequency fy, 6 = 45°.

For the low-frequency gain, the circuit of Fig. 3-10a provides an easy
method of obtaining Az. The voltage across 7, (or R;) is the product of
the current ¢,,E, and the equivalent single impedance connected across
the terminals of the constant-current generator. If the single resistance
equivalent to r, and R; in parallel is

R =1, /(rp + Ry) (3-18)
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then the voltage across the parallel combination of I and the impedance
Ry —jX,is

R(R; — jX.)

—_— 3-19
*R+ B, — X, (3190)

VR = gm

Voltage Vg is also the drop across (Re — jX.), and the output voltage
drop across R is therefore

v < Yz ) R (3-190)
kg2 = Ry — J‘Xc 2 =
From Eqgs. 3-19¢ and 3-19b the low-frequency gain is

Ap = Vigo/ —Eg = —gnRRy/(E + Ry — jX,) (3-20)

The numerator and denominator of Eq. 3-20 may be divided by
(R + Rs) in order to introduce R.q and thereby also Ay into the ex-
pression for Ay. The result is

gnBERy/(E + Ry)

AT TS XIR R 320
From Eq. 3-8, 1/Req = 1/rp + 1/R1 + 1/R;
Use of Eq. 3-18 yields 1/Req = 1/R 4+ 1/Ra
so that Req = RRy/(R + Ry) (3-22)
If also, X/ (B + Rp) = 1/2nfC(R + Ry) = f/f

where
fo=1/22C(R + Ry) = Yo(Y1 + Yp)/22C(Y2 + Y1 + Yp) (3-23)
then finally Eq. 3-21 becomes

a, - A (3-24)
=gt
| Ar1/180° I
or PN G =0 VT + (G A0+ e, @2
where 6, = tan" ! f1/f

From Eq. 3-25, f is the frequency on the low-frequency side of the
intermediate range at which the low-frequency gain falls to 70.7 per cent
of the gain in the intermediate-frequency region, and 6y, is the measure
of the phase shift at low frequencies. Again, 6y, = 45° at f = fL.
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The frequencies fr and fy are sometimes referred to as the ‘half-
power” frequencies * by analogy with the criterion for sharpness of
resonance in resonance curves. For amplifiers, however, the width of
the frequency band fx — f1, is a measure of the freedom of the amplifier
from frequency distortion. A typical R-C-coupled-amplifier gain-
frequency curve is plotted in Fig. 3-11. For an amplifier to have the
desirable flat region extended over a wide range of frequencies, f;, must
be small and fz large. The requirements are met according to Eq. 3-15

Log f' :
0 1 2 3 4 5 6
12— —
<
c 88— —
fo3
&}
41— |
0 | ! ! | |
0 10 100 1000 10,000 100,000 1,000,000

Frequency, cycles per secend

Fig. 3-11. Gain-frequency curve for a typical R—C-coupled amplifier.

and Eq. 3-23 by making C large, Cp small, and ¥, and Y large (R; and
Ry small). The last adjustment would require a sacrifice of gain and is
often justified. For a given set of resistors, B; and Ry, it may be stated
that the frequency region of constant gain of an B—C-coupled amplifier
is limited below by the coupling capacitor C, and above by the capacitor
C, representing the sum of the input capacitance of the next stage, the
output capacitance of the stage itself, and the capacitance between leads.
At the high-frequency end, G11, which was neglected, also contributes to
the decrease of gain.

Example problem. For an amplifier stage identical with Fig. 3-8, the
tube is a 6C5, R; = 50,000 ohms, Ry = 100,000 ohms, ¢ = 0.04 uf.
The total shunt capacitance Cy = 150 uuf, and R1; is assumed infinite.
Compute the intermediate-frequency gain, and find the frequencies at

* These frequencies are also referred to as the “3 db down” frequencies because

the voltage gain as measured in decibels is down 3 db as referred to the mid-fre-
quency gain,
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which the gain falls to one fourth the gain in the intermediate range.
Solution. TFor the 6C5, g, = 2000 micromhos, r, = 10,000 ohms,
u = 20.

= — _ 2000-10~°
T Yot v+ 1o 104 02-10* + 0.1-10*
20
= - —=—154
1.3
Yo(Y: + Yp) 0.1-107%(1.2-107%)
fu = = s —- = 368 ¢ps
2rC(Yy + Yy + Yp)  6.28(0.04-107%)(1.3-107%)
Yp4+ Y+ 7 1.3-107*
H = u 1+ T = —— = 138,000 cycles
2rC, 6.28(150-10712)
[AL] 1 1
For == e
[4;] 4 1+ (36.8/)°
(36.8/1)2 = 15, f = 36.8/1/15 = 9.5 cps
lAp| 1 1
For ==
|A7] 4 /14 (§/138,000)*
(f/138,000)% = 15, f = 138,000/15 = 535,000 cps

Equations 3-16 and 3-25 provide a basis for computing universal

phase shift and gain curves in which the phase shift and the gain ratios
A

Il o 14al
| Az | | Az |
are plotted against the frequency ratios fr/f and f/fg. Such curves
supply data for any R—C-coupled amplifier stage. A tabulation of such
data is given in Table 3-1.

TaBLE 3-1. Puase-Smirr ANcLES AND GAIN RaTios FOR ANY
R~-C-CourLED AMPLIFIER

Sfi/f or @, or

f/fu Og f A/Ar f

10 84.3 0.1f;, 0.0995 10 fu
5 78.7 0.2 fr 0.196 5 fu
2 63.4 0.5fL 0.446 2 fu
1 45 1.0, 0.707 1.0
0.5 26.6 2 fi 0.893 0.5 fm
0.2 11.3 5 fo 0.980 0.2
0.1 5.8 10 fo 0.995 0.1fm
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The values given in Table 3-1 are plotted in Fig. 3-12. Although the
behavior of an ordinary B—C-coupled amplifier may be predicted by use
of the curves of Fig. 3-12, it is first necessary to compute fr, and fz in
order to use the curves. Having computed these frequencies, however,

L T T 1T T 7]
AuA /4, —10

250

Phase shift, degrees

—
(=]
(=]

50

oL L 1 11 1 | I
0102 05 1f2 5 10 0102 05 1f2 510

L H
Frequency as a fraction of fLorfy

I L1 1

F16. 3-12. Universal amplification and phase-shift curves for R—C-coupled amplifiers.

it is about as easy and perhaps more accurate to use the gain and phase-
shift equations 3-16 and 3-25.

3-6. Inductance-Capacitance Coupling

The method of coupling shown in Fig. 3-13 is termed inductance-
capacitance coupling. In the frequency range over which the gain is
substantially constant, X.; and X, are small compared with B; and R,
respectively, and may be neglected; Xr; and X1, are very large com-
pared with r,; and Ry,r,e and Rs, so that the equivalent circuit at inter-
mediate frequencies is that of Fig. 3-14. The circuit gain analysis may be
carried out in the same way as for the R—C case, and the response curve
is similar to that of the E—C-coupled amplifier. Since the frequency
range for which the gain is flat is limited by the inductances as well as
the capacitances, the range is less extensive than for the -C amplifier.
The chief advantage of the method is that the operating plate battery
voltages required are much less as a result of the low direct-voltage drop
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in the inductance. Also, the mid-frequency gain for triodes approaches
u. In determining the load line on the plate characteristics, the operating
point is approximately the intersection between the vertical line e, = Eyp

P €1 Cy

: l——- r —)

3

T T

F1¢. 3-13. Inductance-capacitance-coupled, two-stage amplifier.

and the characteristic corresponding to the grid bias used. Through the
operating point, the load line may be drawn with slope corresponding to
the load resistor R, (or R,), of Fig. 3-13.

Gy Py ? G P,

1)\

e, | Sm 3R ® 1 2 %RZ

gmlEgl

K, J K,

F1e. 3-14. Equivalent a-c¢ circuit of Fig. 3-13 in the intermediate-frequency range.

3-7. Transformer-Coupled Amplifiers

The circuit of Fig. 3-15 uses a transformer as a coupling device between
stages. Transformer coupling has a number of advantages, including
the following:

1. Each stage has d-c¢ isolation without the use of capacitors.

2. The use of a stepup turns ratio makes possible a voltage gain in
excess of u.

3. Smaller plate supply voltages are required to provide the necessary
quiescent operating tube voltage and current, and the I;*R losses are
greatly reduced, as a result of low primary-winding resistance.
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4. Coupling to an output stage involving two tubes in push—pull is
easily accomplished by using a center-tapped transformer. The push-
pull connection will be discussed later in this chapter.

P] r P2
Gy H G
Fﬂu K K,
5
g Lt
] T " T T
(a) Actual circuit
il
"Cm
Pl $ GZ
rp Ry Ry
=% El E2 =% Rll
1 2
“Egl I L,
K M

(b) Equivalent a-c circuit

Fi1a. 3-15. Circuits of a transformer-coupled amplifier.

Ry and R, are, respectively, the primary and secondary effective
resistances. :

L, and L, are, respectively, the primary- and secondary-winding
inductances.

C,, = capacitance between primary and secondary windings
rp = plate resistance of tube 1

= Cpr + Cp =+ lead capacitance

interelectrode plate-cathode capacitance

Cp = primary distributed winding capacitance

SR
(|-

Cy = Cy 4 C1 + lead capacitance

Cs = secondary distributed capacitance
Ch11 = input capacitance of next stage
Ry; = input resistance of next stage

M = mutual inductance between windings
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The type of transformer used in amplifier coupling and its design are
determined by the frequency range over which the amplifier is to be
used. Iron-core transformers are used over the audio range; the cores of
such transformers are usually constructed of specially designed high-
permeability low-loss iron, and the coefficient of coupling is very nearly
equal to unity. For frequencies in the radio range, air-core transformers
are used. The turns ratio of audio-frequency-coupling transformers
does not usually exceed three because of the introduction of secondary
distributed capacitance between turns and because of the desirability of
having a reasonably high primary inductance.

The principal disadvantages of audio-frequency transformer coupling
include the following:

1. Transformers are expensive and bulky.

2. The frequency range in which there is negligible frequency and
phase distortion is relatively narrow.

3. Careful shielding is required (contributing to item 1) to prevent
coupling due to stray magnetic fields.

Analysis of the equivalent circuit of Fig. 3-15b, like that of the R—C-
coupled-amplifier complete equivalent circuit, is complicated unneces-
sarily by the presence of circuit elements whose reactances need be
considered only in certain frequency ranges. It is, therefore, preferable
to make the necessary approximations in setting up the circuit for the
low-, intermediate-, and high-frequency ranges rather than to attempt
a complete solution in which certain terms would be relatively negligible
in the various frequency ranges. The equivalent circuit of Fig. 3-15b
may then be simplified for approximate analysis as follows:

1. In the audio-frequency range over which iron-core coupling trans-
formers work satisfactorily the reactance of capacitor Cy and the re-
sistance Ri; (see Chapter 1, Fig. 1-29) are so high that these elements
may be omitted from the equivalent circuit.

2. Capacitance C,, contributes a current component to both primary
and secondary circuits. These currents, however, become of practical
importance only at the high-frequency end of the useful frequency
range of the amplifier because the reactance of C,, is very high in the low-
and intermediate-frequency ranges. If the transformer is provided with
a grounded shield between primary and secondary windings, C,, may be
reduced to a negligible value at all frequencies. A fairly satisfactory
approximation for transformers without shielding is to neglect the con-
tribution of C,, to current in the primary circuit and to replace C,, by an
equivalent capacitance connected in parallel with C;. The equivalent
capacitance would be equivalent in the sense that it contributes the
same current component to the secondary circuit as does the actual
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capacitance Cy,. The equivalent capacitance C’ may be determined as
follows: The current through C,, depends upon the voltage across C,;
this voltage, as may be seen from Fig. 3-15b, is the vector sum (or
difference, depending upon relative winding directions of the transformer
primary and secondary) of the voltages E; and E,; the assumed relative
positive sense of these voltages on Fig. 3-15b is purely arbitrary; since
in magnitude E; = nE;, where n = N3/N,, the secondary-to-primary
turns ratio, the current through C,, or through C’ is given by

I = (By £ nE)/~jXem = nEy/—jXc

then CrB1(1 £ n) = C'nEy

1+n
or C’=( >Cm
n

The secondary capacitance then becomes

CO=02+C’

The use of C’ in the secondary to replace C,, is a good approximation
to the extent that the coefficient of coupling & may be considered equal
to unity. At high enough frequencies, even though & = 0.98, the leakage
reactances may become appreciable, so that the voltage across €’ is not

B , G

.u‘l
Ky
=
™

Fre. 3-16. Simplified equivalent circuit of Fig. 3-15.

nE; because of the voltage drop and the phase shift in the leakage re~
actance. The neglect of a corresponding current component introduced
by C,, in the primary current is justified because the transformer is an
interstage transformer in which the secondary current is negligible.
The contribution of C,, to the primary current is negligible compared
with the primary a-c component of plate current.

The equivalent circuit of Fig. 3-15b0 may now be replaced by that of
Fig. 3-16. Before giving any definitions of the frequency ranges, the
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mesh equations of the circuit will be written. From Fig. 3-16,

uwlly, = 11 Zqy + IoZys

(3-26) @
0 =11Zyy + 175,
where Zyy =1y + Ry + july
Zgs = Ro + j(wLs — 1/wCy)
Zis = 7oy = —joM

In the low- and intermediate-frequency ranges, X¢y is so high that
Z 59 may be considered infinite. Then I, = 0, and

I, = ply /7y

. pEg(jol)
Ez = "‘11Z21 = ]wMIl = ——— (3-27)
7p + By + juwl,

Now M =FkV LIL_Z_ and n = Ng/Ny = VL/L
whenec M = kIV'Ly/Ly = knLy (3-28)

Since k is very nearly unity, M may be replaced by nL;. Then,

nuBg(jwL
o = ,_”_.5_(1_.1)_ (3_29)
rp + By + jwly
By definition, the amplifier gain is
Viez —nu(joly)
AL = = -
_EE Tp + RI +.7le
If numerator and denominator are divided by jwL;,
n
Ap = - (3-30)

1= 0, + R/l

Equation 3-30 should properly be written with Znu instead of nu in the
numerator, since the phase of the secondary voltage depends upon the
relative winding directions of primary and secondary. Numerically the

3 For a discussion of coupled circuits and the use of the double-subscript notation

see Chap. VII, W. L. Everitt, Communication Engineering, McGraw-Hill Book Co.
(1937).
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gain is given by
na

A = ———e———ee——
Y

le
For very low frequencies, wL, is small and (r, + £{)/wl, large, so
that { Ar ‘ is small. The primary inductance L; may be in the neighbor-

hood of 20 henrys. Resistance R, is usually small compared to 7,, and,
for tubes ordinarily transformer-coupled, r,, is in the range 8000 to 15,000

. R1\?
ohms. As the frequency increases from low wvalues, (rp _; 1> de-
wln

creases and ultimately becomes small compared with unity. The gain
then approaches nu as f increases.

To distinguish between low- and mid-frequency ranges, the low-
frequency range will be defined somewhat arbitrarily as the range of fre-
quency below that frequency for which

(3-31)

(Tp + Rl)/le = T[lﬁ
The intermediate or mid-frequency gain will then be given by
A I = —Nhu (3—32)

and is independent of frequency. Therefore the gain-frequency curve
for the mid-frequency region will be flat and horizontal.

It is possible to determine the gain in the higher-frequency range over
which the reactance of Cy may not be neglected by use of the circuit

Ry LO

P | e

(a)

Fia. 3-16a. Circuit equivalent to that of Fig. 3-16 as seen at the terminals of the
capacitor Cp.

of Fig. 3-16. If the secondary circuit is opened at terminals a-b, the
equivalent circuit looking to the left may be obtained by an application
of the mesh equations 3-26 and Thevenin’s theorem. If the driving-
point impedance as obtained from Eqs. 3-26 is applied to the secondary,
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rather than to the primary, the impedance at terminals a-b looking
toward the transformer is given by (see Fig. 3-16a)

(wM)?

rp + By + 5 X
(wM)?

(rp + R)® + Xi°

Zub = Rz +jX2 +

= Ry +

(rp + Ry)

(wM)?
(rp + B1)? + X42
If wL; = 10(rp, + RE;), Eq. 3-33 may be written as

+37 {Xg Xl] (3-33)

Zuy = By 4+ 207 R [X ("’M)z] 3-34
ab = 2+X—12(Tp+ )+7|Xe— X (3-34)

1

Now (COM)2/X1 = ]CzXlXQ/Xl = k2X2 = k2wL2
(3-35)
(@M)*/X1® = K*X3/X1 = K*Ly/Ly = k*n®
Then, let Ry = Ry + k*n%(rp, + Ry) (3-36a)
and L= (1 — )L, (3-36b)
so that Eq. 3-34 becomes
Zap = Bo + juwly (3-34a)

The equivalent circuit is shown in Fig. 3-16a. The voltage E, according
to Thevenin’s theorem, is given by

wB(juM) _ uBeoM
n+Ri+iX T X
for w2 10(r, + Ry)/Iy
or, using Eq. 3-35, E = knpE, = nuE, (3-37)

The output voltage drop of the amplifier stage is the voltage across the
capacitor Cy. The magnitude of the voltage gain at high frequencies is
then

nu
JwCo[Ro + j(wLo — 1/wC)]

or Ag = (3-38)
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Since Ar = —nu, Eq. 3-38 may be written as
A 1
L - (3-39)
AI ij()Oo — W L()CO + 1

If now an angular frequency wg is defined such that, for w = w,

woLo = 1/(.0000 or OJ()Z = 1/L()Co (3—40)

and if Qo = wolo/Ry (341)
then Eq. 3-39 simplifies to

4 1

N — (3-420)

Ar  jlw/woQo) — w’/we® + 1

Ag 1
or —_—= ~40 3-42b

Ar V(A — o*/wed)? + (@/woQo)? [=tx ( )
where 6y = tan™! M (3-43)

(1 — w®/wo®)

is the angle by which Az lags A;.

| L

Lov\(—‘fr‘e_qﬁency range i T !—hgh-frequency range { i 1
14 Intermediate -frequency range Q, = 1.25)N | '(3" %
1.3 /) Qo” A +170°
12 1 L // +150°
11 ——HH| An/Ar %‘/T \// +130°
(094 o
~10 ks Ens 35, + 110
Soo il —+Hh ™~ h +90° @
él: - s \ @
< o8 -4 \ +70° &
°© B
507 y - +50° £
e !
506 W ey AN L a0e 3
~ 05 v/ e +10° &
045 -t AL o
04 7 e — — 1 A\ Z10
/ sy~ L \ -
03 — 30
02 ’ — \\ -s50°
01 — 1 -70°
|t 1 L]
01 02 05 10 2 5 10 01 02 05 10 2 5 10
wL, @
n+ Ry “o

Fra. 3-17. Universal gain and phase-shift versus frequency curves for transformer-
coupled amplifiers.

I
Qo, as in Fig. 3-17, it is found that peaks in the curves occur in the

is plotted * against £ for several fixed values of
wo

If the ratio

4 F. E. Terman, Universal Amplification Charts, Electronics, 10, 35 (June 1937).
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vieinity of @ = wg, and that the magnitude of the rise of the peak above

A
the level | =2 | = 1 is dependent upon the value of @y. Examination
I

of the curves of Fig. 3-17 will show that the flat region of the gain curve
may be extended by choosing @y = 0.75. At w = wy, it is evident from
Eq. 3-42b that

Ag

Z‘I“ =Q0

The intermediate-frequency range may now be conveniently bounded

as follows:
10(7"1, "I- Rl)/Ll <w< w0/10 (3-4:4)

The reason for the choice of w = wy/10 for the upper boundary of the
intermediate angular frequency range is found by substituting o = wg/10
in Eq. 3-42b. The result is

A | 1
Ar | V(1 = 0.01)% + (1/10Q,)?
so that, for Qo 21, | Ap || Ar]

In the low-frequency range, the gain and phase-angle curves were
plotted from Eq. 3-31 by assigning arbitrary values to the ratio wl;/
(rp, + Ry). Partial data for the curves are given in Table 3-2.

TaBLE 3-2. VALUES FOR @y = 1.25 (Fig. 3-17)

w " w? w Ay
wo wp? woldo O Ar
0.1 0.99 0.08 4.64° 1.01
0.2 0.96 0.16 9.47° 1.03
0.3 0.91 0.24 14.8° 1.06
0.4 0.84 0.32 20.86° 1.10
0.5 0.75 0.40 28.1° 1.18
0.6 0.64 0.48 36.8° 1.25
0.7 0.51 0.56 47.7° 1.32
0.8 0.36 0.64 60.6° 1.36
0.9 0.19 0.72 75.2° 1.34
1.0 0.00 0.80 90° 1.25
1.2 —0.44 0.96 114.6° 0.945
1.5 —1.25 1.20 136.2° 0.58
2.0 —3.00 1.60 152° 0.29
3.0 —8.00 2.40 163.3° 0.112
5.0 —24 4.00 170.5° 0.041
10.0 —99 8.00 175° 0.01
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It is evident from Eqs. 3-31 and 3-42 from which the curves of Fig,.
3-17 were prepared that an extension of the region of uniform gain to
low frequencies requires that the ratio (r, + Ri)/L; be decreased.
This requires that r, + RE; should be reduced and L, increased. An
extension of the region of uniform gain to higher frequencies requires
an increase in the resonant angular frequency wg, but to increase wq
requires a decrease in Lg or in Cp, or both. Since Ly = Ly(1 — k%), a
decrease in Lgy is obtained by (1) decreasing Lo, or (2) decreasing the
leakage inductance by increasing k& toward 1. Since Cj depends upon the
distributed capacitance, the conditions for widening the range of uniform
gain contradict each other, for an increase in L; for the purpose of
improving the response at the low end requires more turns and introduces
more distributed capacitance for a fized-turns ratio, and results in in-
creasing Lo, rather than in decreasing it as required at the high-frequency
end. The practical result is that turns ratios for coupling transformers
seldom exceed 3, and that triodes of reasonably low values of plate
resistance are used in transformer-coupled amplifiers. The low value
of Qo = 0.75 or 0.8 necessary to suppress the resonant peak may be
controlled when wg is large by increasing the resistance By = Ry +
k*n®(r, + R;). This is accomplished by increasing R, since the second-
ary resistance is not involved in determining the low-frequency gain.
The secondary resistance may be increased by using high-resistivity
wire for the secondary winding. A very complete study of the design of
coupling transformers has been made by G. Koehler.?

It should be pointed out that the phase angle 8z, of Fig. 3-17 is given
by its tangent from the relation (from Eq. 3-30)

—0; = tan™! — (r, + Ry1)/L, (3-45)
From Egs. 3-30 and 3-32,

Ay
Ag

= ! /6L (3-46)

VY

le

so that 4y, is the angle of lead of A with respect to Ay. In the same way,
from Eq. 3-42b, 8y is the angle of lag of A ;r with respect to A;r. In each
case the angles are plotted in Fig. 3-17 as computed from their defining
equations. The actual angle between output and input voltage depends,

as has been stated, upon the relative winding directions of the primary
and secondary of the transformer.

5 G, Koehler, Proc. IRE, 16, 1742 (1928).
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The theory of the transformer-coupled amplifier will be illustrated by
solving the following sample problem:

Ezample problem. An amplifier stage consists of a 6C5 coupled by an
interstage transformer to a 6F6. The constants of the circuit are:
For the 6C5, p = 20, r, = 10,000; for the transformer, R; = 600 ohms,
Ry = 25,000 ohms, Ly = 20 henrys, N/N; = n = 3. Assume that the
coefficient of coupling is 0.995. If the equivalent secondary capacitance
is Co = 80 puf, determine the gain-frequency characteristics of the
6C5 stage.

Solution. 1, + Ry = 10,600 ohms, | Ar| = np = 60
for wly =1, + Ry, | Az | = 0.707] A;|

R 10,600
= + B = = 530 rad per sec

or w
L L 20

for | Az | = 0.707] A; |

530
or fL = 5o = Sddeps and | AL | = 60(0.707) = 42.4
T

at w = 530 rad per sec
The beginning of the intermediate-frequency range is determined by
(rp + R1)/wLly = 0.1
or wly = 106,000 or f = 5300/6.28 = 844 cps
Lo = Ly(1 — k?) where Ly = n?L; = 180 henrys
Since k% = 0.99, Lo = 0.01(180) = 1.8 henrys

1/V1.8 X 80-10712

= 15-10°% = 83,300 rad per sec

Then, wp = 1/ V L[]CO

Ro = Ro + 0.99(9)(10,600) = 25,000 4+ 94,400 = 119,400 ohms

Then, Qo = wolo/Ry = 83,300(1.8)/119,400 = 1.25

Forw = 0.lwy, | Azn| = 60/V(0.99)2 + (1/12.5)2 = 60/0.99 = 60.6
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The corresponding frequency is 8330/6.28 = 1326 cps. Apparently, the
region of uniform gain extends only from 844 to 1326 cps and needs to be
extended by reducing Cy or Lg. In addition, according to Fig. 3-17,
there will be a high resonant peak, which will occur near f = 0.8, or
10,600 cps, and at this frequency the gain will be 1.36(60) = 81.6.

The circuit values necessary for computing the expected behavior
of a coupling transformer are best obtained by laboratory measurement.
With accurate values of transformer constants, amplifier performance
can be predicted with reasonable accuracy consistent with the approxi-
mations used in the foregoing theory.

3-8. Push-Pull Operation

Transformer coupling as discussed in the foregoing section or B-C
coupling as used in voltage amplifiers are usually employed between
the first and second or between the second and third stages of a multi-
stage audio-frequency amplifier. The last stage of an amplifier may be
expected to deliver the amplified signal at an a-c power level of several

Ry
To preceding
stage +
Ep =

- 1JI + | -T
Eec
Fia. 3-18. Single-sided output stage.

WW-

watts, and so is called the power stage. Transformers are used to couple
the power stage to the load and are called output transformers. Such a
transformer should be thought of as an impedance-matching device to
match the output impedance of the amplifier to the impedance of a load,
such as a loudspeaker. The design of an output transformer cbviously
differs considerably from that of a coupling transformer.

If a power stage is coupled to a load impedance as shown in Fig. 3-18,
the amplifier is said to be single sided. A number of distinet advantages
are achieved, however, by using the two-tube arrangement of Fig. 3-19,
in the power stage. The tubes in the circuit of Fig. 3-19 are said to be
connected in push-pull; the advantages of the push—-pull amplifier over
the single-sided amplifier are: very much less harmonic distortion, more

¢F. E. Terman, Radio Engineering, 3d Ed., McGraw-Hill Book Co.
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Tube 1
Ty
_ + iblT :
Input '“l a = Output
voltage in — voltage
E,, bz¢ =
N\
2N,
Tube 2

Fic. 3-19. Power stage, triodes in push-pull.

than twice the power output possible with a single tube, and no trans-
former core saturation. The reasons for these advantages will be given
in the following discussion of the push—pull circuit.

ipy

Resultant dynamic
characteristic

ip2

Time

Fic. 3-20. Resultant or composite dynamic characteristic of a push—pull class-A
amplifier.
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The connection diagram of Fig. 3-19 shows that the grids of the two
identical tubes driven by the input or coupling transformer T; will
swing in the positive direction alternately, so that the grid-to-cathode
voltage of G4 will be 180° out of phase with that of G5. If the grid bias
and the excitation of each tube are such as to provide class-A operation,
then the plate current of one tube will reach its maximum value at the
same instant that the plate current of the other tube will be passing
through its minimum value. This may be shown graphically by the use
of two identical tube dynamic characteristics, one for each tube, arranged
as shown in Fig. 3-20, in which the dynamic characteristic of tube 2 has
been rotated 180° with respect to the characteristic of tube 1, with the
operating points @ and @, in vertical alignment. It will be shown later
that the resultant or composite dynamic characteristic of the two tubes
is equivalent to the individual dynamic characteristics combined. It
should be noticed that the individual plate currents ¢, and 4,5 (Fig. 3-20)
do not have identical positive and negative peak values, and are not
sinusoids because of the curved individual dynamic characteristies, but
the composite current wave form is symmetrical, and very closely
sinusoidal. Also, the d-c zero signal components Iy, and Iy are equal.

3-9. Harmonic Suppression with the Push-Pull Connection

It will be demonstrated in the present section that (1) no even har-
monics of signal frequency exist in the output of a push—pull amplifier
and (2) that no odd harmonics exist in the plate-supply connection.

It will be observed that the direct components of plate current Ip;
and I, flow through the two halves of the primary winding of the out-
put transformer T's of Fig. 3-19 in opposite directions. As a result, the
d-c ampere-turns cancel and there is no magnetic core saturation. If
there are Ny turns on each half of the transformer primary coil and N,
turns on the secondary, the instantaneous ampere turns of primary and
secondary (for an ideal transformer) are related as follows:

Niipr — Nytpe = Noto (3-47)

where 7 is the secondary current. The instantaneous value of what may
be called the composite primary current is expressed by the instantaneous
difference of the total plate currents, or, with Iy, = I,

21 — tog = (To1 + 1) — (Toe + Tp2) = 2p1 — tp2 (3-48)

For identical dynamic characteristics, the series representation of Eq.
2-11 may be used for each; then, for either i,; or ¢pe, referred to an
origin through @; or Q,,

ip1,2 = Cleg + C2€g2 + Caeg3 + ceet C'neg" +---
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If ey = A/2 E; cos wt is the equation for the input voltage between
cathode and grid of tube 1, then e,y = — +/2 E, cos wtis the expression
for the input voltage for tube 2. The alternating components of plate
currents for the two tubes may then be obtained by substituting the
respective excitation voltagesin the expression for the dynamic character-
istic and simplifying, as in Eq. 2-15. The results are

tp1 = By + By cos wt + Bs cos 2wt + By cos 8wl +- -4+ (3-49a)
’L'pz = B() ~— Bl cos wi + Bg cos 2wt — Bg cos 3wt + s + e (3-49b)

where B;, Bj, Bj, etc. represent resulting harmonic amplitudes and By
is the change in the d-c component. The composite or equivalent in-
stantaneous alternating current in the transformer primary winding,
according to Eq. 3-48, is

Iy = ip1 — ips = 2By cos w4 2Bz cos 3wt +---+++-  (3-50)

Equation 3-50 shows that even harmonies introduced by nonlinearity
of the dynamic-tube characteristics are eliminated in the transformer
primary and secondary windings by the push-pull connection. Because
of elimination of the second-harmonic distortion, a wider range of the
tube characteristic may be used, so that an output power more than twice
that available from a single tube can be obtained.

If the individual tube plate currents represented by the individual
tube dynamic characteristics of Fig. 3-20 are combined by algebraic
addition of ordinates according to Eq. 3-48, the individual dynamic
characteristics may be combined into a single composite dynamic
characteristic for both tubes. As shown in Fig. 3-20, the composite
dynamic characteristic is a straight line. The sinusoidal grid excitation
voltage has been drawn in the usual way with its time axis through
Q: and Q. The composite plate current z,” may be obtained directly
from the composite characteristic, or the individual plate currents may
be obtained first from the individual dynamic characteristics and then
combined algebraically according to Eq. 3-48. As previously mentioned,
it should be observed that the individual currents 7,; and 7,5 have un-
equal positive and negative amplitudes, but that the composite current
7,’ is quite symmetrical and free from even harmonies. The composite
current is obtained graphically by adding ordinates of 4,; and ¢,2 on
Fig. 3-20.

The composite characteristic of two identical tubes in push—pull is
more easily obtained than the individual tube dynamic characteristics.
Since the two plates of the amplifier tubes in push—pull are connected
together through a transformer, a change in the voltage of either plate
will affect the voltage of the other plate. The result is that the individual



108 AUDIO-FREQUENCY VOLTAGE AMPLIFIERS Ch. 3

tube load lines and dynamic characteristics are not independent and
are not straight lines. This will be shown in the analysis 7 to follow in
Section 3-12.

The current in the mid-branch connection through the plate-supply
battery (of Fig. 3-19) is the sum of the separate tube currents, or, using
Eq. 3-49,

151 + 152 = 2(Ip + Bo + Bs cos 2wt + Bycos 4wt -+ +--+) (3-51)

According to Eq. 3-51, the fundamental and odd-harmonic a-¢ ecom-
ponents of plate current add to zero in this part of the circuit. This
fact has significance because of implications as to the use of a by-pass
condenser across a biasing resistor inserted in the plate return, and be-
cause of a simplification of the equivalent a-¢ circuit. With regard to
biasing, since the principal use of a by-pass condenser is to by-pass the
fundamental signal frequency around the biasing resistor, the condenser
may be omitted from the class-A push—pull amplifier circuit. Applica-
tion to the equivalent a-c circuit will be discussed in Section 3-10.

3-10. Push—~Pull Equivalent Circuits

The a-¢ equivalent anode circuit has been drawn only for linear
operation, and its use is justified only for negligible harmonic distortion.
If the harmonic distortion is negligible, as for class-A operation, then,

Gy P,

8
00000

or-

G2 Pyé—

F1e. 3-21. Equivalent a-c circuit of a push-pull elass-A amplifier.

since according to Eq. 3-51 the fundamental does not exist in the con-
nection K to a (Fig. 3-19), this connection may be omitted from the
equivalent a-c¢ circuit of Fig. 3-21. A further simplification of the
circuit is possible by using the relation between E,; and Eg. Since

7B. J. Thompson, Graphical Determination of Performance of Push-Pull Audio
Amplifier, Proc. IRE, 21, 591 (1933).
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E; =E;and E,p = Eg/ 180° the two equivalent generators will be in
phase with voltage adding in the plate circuit and may be represented as
one generator as shown in Fig. 3-22. The load resistance Kz, when re-
ferred to the primary circuit becomes (2N;/N3)2Rz, where 2N;/N, is
the primary-to-secondary turns ratio, plate to plate. Since the tubes
are identical, the two plate resistances
have been lumped as 2r,.

A note on the composite current is ap-
propriate at this point. According to 2r,
Eq. 3-50, the composite current in the 28,2
absence of harmonic distortion is given by (—> By

i, = 2By coswt = 2, (3-52) lz“Eg

where 7, = B; cos ot is the fundamental 7
a-¢c component for one tube alone. The g 399, Simplified a-c equiva-
quantity i,” defined by Eq. 3-50 as the lent plate circuit of Fig. 3-21.
composite current is equal to twice the

instantaneous a-¢ component for a single tube of a pair in push—pull
operating with negligible harmonic distortion. The composite current
may be defined as the current flowing in an equivalent single-tube
circuit. The desirable equivalent cireuit for purposes of analysis is
that which yields the composite current. For effective values and ac-
cording to Eq. 3-47,

Nllp, = NzIz
or N1(2Ip) = Ng[z

where I, is the effective value of the a-c component of plate current for a
single tube of the push—pull pair.

Now the power delivered to Rz may be expressed in two ways, as
follows:

(@) According to Eqg. 3-53, for an ideal output transformer (zero
primary and secondary resistances, unity coefficient of coupling) the

power output 1s P, = I,2R;, = (NI, /N»)?Ry, (3-54)

(3-53)

where I is the rms value of the current 7, and [I,’ the rms value of
composite current 7’
() According to the equivalent circuit (Fig. 3-22),

2uk, 2 /N2
P, = 5 4{— ) Rt
2r, + (2N1/N2)°RL N,

. Po = [rp/z n (ﬂzig/NzVRj gi)z B (3-55)
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For an ideal output transformer, both Egs. 3-54 and 3-55 represent the

power output. Therefore, by equating the two expressions for P,, the

composite current I, may be expressed in terms of the constants of a
new equivalent circuit. Evidently

5/2 + (N1/N2)?Ryp,

?
p

(3-56)

/2

2 so that the composite single-tube equiv-

(TV?) B glent a-c circuit involves an equivalent

luEg generator of voltage uF, and internal re-

sistance r,/2 connected to a resistance

(N1/N3)?Ry. Equation 3-56 shows that

Fig. 3-23. Composite equiva- the two tubes are in parallel so far as the

lent, circuit. composite current is concerned. The re-

sistance (N{/N3)2Ry, is the resistance as

seen between plate and mid-tap, a. The equivalent circuit shown in

Fig. 3-23 is the desired one, since it gives the composite current and
the correct value of the output current Is.

R Ip'

3-11. Push~Pull Amplifier Input Circuits

The input voltage to a push—pull amplifier stage may be supplied by
any of the usual coupling methods. Figure 3-24 shows an amplifier in
which transformer coupling to the push—pull power stage is used. The
d-c components of both plate currents flow through resistor K. pro-
viding bias. As shown by Eq. 3-51, the fundamental and all odd har-

-

Fie. 3-24. Two-stage amplifier using transformer coupling.

+ B,
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monics are missing in this part of the circuit, so that no reduction of
voltage will occur (as in the single-sided amplifier) if the by-pass con-
denser is omitted.

If B—C coupling is used, special means must be employed to provide
the 180° phase relation between the input grid voltages of the two push—
pull tubes. A method frequently used for this purpose is shown in Fig.
3-25 in which an amplifier tube and a phase-inverter tube together
provide the first stage of amplification and the input to the push—pull
stage. The output voltage of the first-stage amplifier tube is the voltage

-

F1a. 3-25. Two-stage R—C-coupled amplifier using a phase inverter.

Amplifier

v

across Ky and Ry in series; the input voltage of the phase inverter is the
voltage across Rs; the amplified output voltage of the phase inverter
appears across K3 and is the input voltage to the lower tube of the push—
pull stage. If the resistors R;, R,, and K3 are properly chosen, the
voltage across By and R, in series will be equal in magnitude and 180°
out of phase with the voltage across R3. Both tubes of the first stage
may conveniently be built in the same glass envelope and use a common
cathode. Examples of this type of dual-purpose tube are the twin
triodes 6N7 and 128C7.

3-12. Composite Characteristics

Because of the transformer primary winding which connects the plates
of two tubes operating push—pull, an increase in the voltage at the plate
of one tube will be accompanied by an equal decrease in the plate
voltage of the other tube, just as for the grid-to-cathode voltages at the
input. These relations may be stated as follows: At any instant, with a
common bias voltage E,, and an instantaneous grid voltage e, referred
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to ground, the instantaneous total grid and plate voltages for tubes 1
and 2 are given by

€e1 = Ec -+ €g
€eo = Ec — €g

(3-57)
ery = By + e

epo =Eb—6p

Equations 3-48 and 3-57 are sufficient to obtain the composite current
corresponding to any value of the instantaneous grid excitation voltage
e if the plate characteristics of the tube are available. For example,
if a value of e, is specified for a push—pull amplifier operating with a
given grid bias E, and plate voltage E;, the individual plate character-
istics involved are those corresponding to the values of ¢, and e, (Eq.
3-57). The composite current is 7,/ = 43 — ¢p2. The e.y characteristic
relates corresponding values of 73; and ep;; the e.o characteristic relates

2001
o
/i ‘I$ g
150 v : !
Composite \/ Ny g,
3 load L d“’
2 line 02
g line &
S 100 1\ /| k
£ X e/ & &
3 |
!
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|
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0 1007 ; 0
€y, Voits
o ~{50
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=
3
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I'1a. 3-26. Individual and composite static characteristics and load lines for type-2A3
tubes in push—pull class-A operation.
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corresponding values of 753 and epg; the composite current is the differ-
ence of the ordinates of the two characteristics. If two identical graph
sheets of the plate characteristics are arranged as shown in Fig. 3-26
with the operating points @; and @, in vertical alignment, the ordinates
of the e,; and e.s characteristics corresponding to a given grid excitation
voltage ¢, may easily be combined graphically with the aid of dividers.

(=)
. I
1731 [

€pg €p1

Lpe

Fig. 3-27. Method of determining the composite static characteristic for tubes
connected in push-pull.

For example, in Fig. 3-26, E, = —40 volts; if ¢, = 440 volts, e,
E,+e¢ =0, eo=E, —eg = —80 volts. Ordinates of the ¢, =
characteristic of tube 1 are then combined with ordinates of the e,
—80 characteristic of tube 2. The resulting or composite characteristic
is nearly a straight line which relates the values of the composite current
to the plate voltages of the tubes. For triodes operating class A, the
push—pull composite characteristics are found to be uniformly spaced,
nearly parallel and straight lines.

The method of obtaining points for drawing the composite character-
istic is shown more clearly in Fig. 3-27. Fore, = 10 volts, e,; = —40 +
10 = —30 volts, and ¢, = —40 — 10 = —350 volts. The point A is

(P
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obtained by subtracting the distance QK from QK;; also, for point B,

If e, =0, the two ¢, = —40 characteristics are combined, and the
resulting composite characteristic passes through the composite oper-
ating point Q.

It should be noted that point B of Fig. 3-27 may be obtained without
the use of the second or inverted sheet of plate characteristics. The
e.; = —50 characteristic already on the tube-1 characteristics may be
used. For example, if QR = QM, then RP = MLy, and

MB =RP — ML,

This corresponds to the third and fourth equations of 3-57. Reference
again to Fig. 3-27 shows that the voltage E, corresponds to distance
0Q or to 0'Q; distance QM corresponds to a negative numerical value
of ey, for which ey; = QM and Epy = O'M.

If one refers again to the push-pull amplifier circuit of Fig. 3-19, the
voltage across N, turns of the transformer primary winding is seen to be

v =1, (N1/N2)’Ry, (3-58)

If 4/, the composite plate current, is increasing in tube 1, » is a voltage
drop, and

ey = By — v, e = By v

These relations correspond exactly to the third and fourth equations of
3-57 where

ep = —V = —’[p,(Nl/Nz)zRL
Then, est = Ep — 1,/ (N1/N2)’Ry, (3-59)

is the equation of the composite load line referred to the origin of coor-
dinates ep; and 7, (or 4,”). The slope of the composite load line is

di,’ 1

== ———— (3-60)

depy (N1/N2)?Ry,
The composite load line is drawn through the composite operating point
Q (Fig. 3-26) with the slope given by Eq. 3-60. The intersections of the
composite load line with the composite static characteristics may be
transferred to the mutual diagram in the usual way to give the corre-
sponding composite dynamic characteristic.

The individual tube-circuit load lines have been obtained from the.
composite load line and are shown on the diagram (Fig. 3-26). Points
for the individual load lines are located by projecting vertically from
intersections of the composite load line with composite characteristics
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to corresponding points on the individual tube characteristics. The
individual load lines are of value for computing harmonic components
and output power in class-B operation, as shown in Chapter 4.

A numerical example will illustrate the agreement between values of
the composite current obtained from the equivalent circuit of Fig. 3-23
and from the graphical solution. Assume that the tubes of Fig. 3-19 are
2A3’s biased to operate at E, = —40 volts, with B, = 250 volts. Let
(2N/NJ)’R;, = 4000 ohms, the plate-to-plate resistance, and the
signal voltage e, (grid to cathode) = 20 sin wf. Then at a time (wf)
when e, = +20 volts, the instantancous total grid voltage of tube 1 is
eey = —40 4+ 20 = —20 wvolts; of tube 2, e = —40 — 20 = —60
volts. The composite characteristic for ¢, = 420 has been drawn in
Fig. 3-26, and the composite load line has a slope corresponding to
(Ny/N2)2R;, = 1000 ohms. From the intersection of load line and
characteristie, 7,/ = 60 ma. From the equivalent circuit (Fig. 3-23)
using u = 4.2, r, = 800 ohms,

1, = 4.2(20)/(400 + 1000) = 84/1400 = 0.06 amp

or 60 ma. The corresponding values of e,; and epz are: e, = 187
(graph) and ep; = 250 — 0.06(1000) = 190 using Eq. 3-59; epy = 313
(graph) and e = 250 4+ 60 = 310 using Eq. 3-59.

Triodes, pentodes, and beam-power tubes are also operated push—pull
in class AB or class B. The composite static characteristics for triodes
operated class AB are almost straight lines. The dynamie character-
istics for typical class-B operation of triodes are shown in Fig. 3-28.

2w

wt

Fig. 3-28. Dynamic characteristics and tube currents, class-B push-pull amplifier.
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The graphical method of determining the composite static character-
istics and the load line applies also to push—pull tubes operated in class
AB or in class B. Push—pull amplifiers using beam-power tubes fre-
quently are operated class AB with low distortion. A further discussion
of these matters will be given after power relations and efficiency in
amplifiers have been examined.

3-13. The Use of Inverse Feedback in Voltage Amplifiers

As used in relation to amplifier circuits the term “feedback” may be
defined as the insertion, in series with the input signal voltage of any

p P
I
Output P
§R" voltage G ' /‘w
——e lﬂEKG RL ‘{7
Input
voltage R @ TEi K
X =Ey
Rg
(a) Actual circuit (b} Equivalent a-¢ circuit

Fic. 3-29. Inverse-feedback single-stage amplifier.

stage, of a portion of the output voltage of that stage or of a later stage
of amplification. If the voltage fed back is less than 90° out of phase
with the signal voltage, the resulting input voltage will be increased and
the feedback is said to be regenerative, direct, or positive. If the voltage
fed back is more than 90° out of phase with the signal voltage, the feed-
back is said to be degenerative, inverse, or negative, and the resultant
input voltage will be decreased. If the feedback is regenerative or
direct, the amplifier output voltage may increase intil the amplifier
becomes an oscillator. If the feedback is inverse, however, a number of
effects upon the operating behavior of the amplifier result, as follows:

(a) The gain is reduced.

(b) The harmonic, frequency, and phase distortions are reduced.

(¢) The stability of the amplifier is improved.

(d) The effective output impedance of the amplifier may be controlled.

A short discussion of the effect of inverse feedback on gain, distortion,
and stability will be given by analyzing simple examples. In Fig. 3-29,
a triode amplifier is shown with a connection providing both inverse
feedback and cathode bias. The input signal voltage E; is in series with
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the voltage across resistor Rx. The voltage fed back expressed as a
fraction of the output voltage is given by

IBg/IyR., = Vi/V, (3-61)

and is dependent upon the relative magnitudes of Ex and Ey. The
voltage rise from the cathode to the grid is

Exq = E; — I,Rx

The plate current is then obtained from

I - w(E; — IRg)
? 4+ Rx+ R
wl;
whence I, = (3-62)

»+ (u+ DBx + B

It should be noted in Eq. 3-62 that one effect of this type of feedback is
to increase the effective plate resistance of the amplifier. The output
voltage drop V, is
Ve =ILRL
The gain, with feedback, is
Vo ulr,

Af = = = (3'63)
—E; o+ (w+ 1)Bx + Ry,

If the grid (through voltage source E;) were connected directly to K
(suitable fixed bias being provided), there would be no feedback, and the
gain would be

A = IRL/—Ege = —pRL/(r» + Bx + RL) (3-64)

The relation between A; and A may now be obtained by dividing
numerator and denominator of the right side of Eq. 3-63 by r, + Ex -+
R;. The result is

_ —ulRp/(r, + Rr + Rx)
1 + uRg/(rp, + Bx + Er)

The quantity uRx/(rp, + Rx + Ez) may be written as

vRiRx 4 Rk
(rp + Bx + Rp)RL Ry

using Eq. 3-64, so that, finally,

Ay

A

- (3-65)
1 — ARk/Ry,

Ay
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If for example the tube in Fig. 3-29 has r, = 10,000, u = 20, then, if
Ry, = 35,000 ohms and Rg = 5000 ohms,

A = —20(35,000)/50,000 = —14
Rx/Ry = 5000/35,000 = +
th gy o A 14 L6
en f—l__(_14)%— 3 .

The percentage decrease in gain due to feedback of this example is then
(9.34/14)-100 or 66.6 per cent. Such a decrease is not desirable, but a

20 G X
TEi TEKG Amplifier }V:To load
1 K . 5L,
3
BVoy %
A4 .

Feedback network

F1g. 3-30. Inverse feedback, generalized.

resulting improvement in freedom from distortion and in stability serves
to compensate for the reduction of gain. In actual practice it may be
desirable to provide for more gain than may be required and then discard
the unnecessary gain by the use of inverse feedback to utilize the de-
sirable features of the latter.?

Before discussing the reduction of distortion by the use of inverse
feedback, one additional statement concerning Eq. 3-65 should be made.
If a fraction B, called the feedback fraction, is defined as the ratio of the
voltage fed back to the output voltage, then, for the circuit of Fig. 3-29,
B8 = Rg/Rr, and Eq. 3-65 becomes

Ay = A/(1 — BA) (3-66)

Equation 3-66 is a general relationship, applicable to any feedback
arrangement, as may be shown by considering Fig. 3-30. The phase
relation of the output voltage drop V, to the input voltage rise E;
depends upon the number of amplifier stages and the phase shift in each

8H. S. Black, Stabilized Feedback Amplifiers, Electrical Engineering, b3, 114
(1934).
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stage. However, if the feedback is to be inverse or negative, the gain
must be decreased so that the actual amplifier input voltage rise Eg¢
must be less than E;, requiring that the voltage fed back be out of phase
with E; by more than 90°. It is the function of the feedback network
to provide the proper magnitude and phase of the voltage fed back.
The feedback network is in effect a potential divider to provide a fraction
of the output voltage in series but more than 90° out of phase with E,.
From Fig. 3-30, applying Kirchhoff’s voltage law, and the double-sub-
script notation,
Ei, = Ver + Vi

or E; = Ege + 8V,
Thus, Ege = E; — 8V, (3-67)

If the gain of the amplifier without feedback is 4, then, if one assumes
steady-state conditions,

Vo= —AEge = —A(E; — 8V,)

or V.= —AE;/(1 — g4)
The gain of the amplifier with feedback is, by definition,
Ay =Vo/—E;=A/(1 — BA) (3-68)

which is identical with Eq. 3-66 and applies to any feedback amplifier.

In general, both 8 and 4 are frequency-dependent vector quantities.
For a single-triode stage of amplification, the vector nature and fre-
quency dependence of A was shown by the relation 3-16 as

e ImBoq/ (180° — 67)
N F (/A

Since both magnitude and phase shift are involved in the product g4,
it is difficult to interpret Eq. 3-68 over a wide frequency range, particu-
larly with regard to the question of stability. For 8 obtained as a
frequency-independent fraction of the output voltage, inverse feedback
is achieved for a single-amplifier stage if AB is negative, for then A, is a
fraction of A. However, if A8 is positive, as is possible with a single
stage of transformer-coupled amplifier at the high-frequency end of the
frequency range, the feedback may become regenerative with resulting
increased gain. If the feedback is regenerative and large enough to
replace the signal voltage E;, the latter may be removed, and the ampli-
fier becomes an oscillator. It must be remembered in the use of Eq. 3-66
that, in general, 4, 8, and A; are complex or vector quantities.
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To consider the effect of inverse feedback upon harmonic distortion,
again refer to Fig. 3-30. In general,

Vo= —AEge = —A(E; — 8V,)

With, for example, a second-harmonic distortion voltage of Vg volts
without feedback, let the total output voltage be V,’, the total input
voltage Ex¢’. Then, the vector voltage relation applying is, since the
distortion voltage is introduced by the amplifier itself,

Vo = —AEgq + Va= —AE; — BV,) + Vg (3-69)
If Eq. 3-69 is solved for V,/, the result is

o _ AB Ve o Ve
C T T 148 "1—48 T i_ag

(3-70)

Equation 3-70 shows that the distortion voltage V4 will be reduced as a
result of inverse feedback in the same proportion as is the gain. For
example, refer to the circuit previously used where 4 = —14, 4, =
—4.66, 8 = 14, 1 — AB = 3; if the voltage E; is adjusted so that the
fundamental output voltage with feedback is the same as without
feedback, then the value of signal required in each case can be determined
from the relation

Vo= —AEy = —Aply (3-71)

Assume an input voltage E;; (no feedback) of 0.5 volt; V, (no feedback)
will then be 14(0.5) = 7 volts. With feedback and the same funda-
mental output voltage, E; = 7/4.66 = 1.5 volts, the required input.
If the second-harmonic distortion is 10 per cent, the distortion voltage
would be 0.7 volt without feedback, and the output voltage V, =7
volts (fundamental), with 0.7 volt (second harmonic). With feedback,
the output voltage, according to Eq. 3-70 will be

V) = —AsE; + Va/(1 — AB)
where (—A7E;) = 4.66(1.5) = 7 volts (fundamental), and V4/(1 — AB)
= 0.70/3 = 0.233 volt (second harmonic).* The per cent second-har-

* The total output voltage is not 7.233 volts. If the rms fundamental voltage is
equal to 7, and the rms second-harmonic voltage is equal to 0.233, the rms output
voltage is V7% + (0.233)%
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monic distortion has then been reduced by feedback from 10 per cent
to 23.3/7 = 3.33 per cent. A similar reduction of noise or hum voltages
generated in the output circuit results from the use of inverse feed-
back.

In considering the effect of inverse feedback upon frequency and
phase distortion, the easiest point of view may be based upon a rear-
rangement of Eq. 3-66. If both numerator and denominator of Eq. 3-66
are divided by —B4, the result is

-1/8

Ry (3-72)

Ay

It is generally true that the feedback fraction 8 can be made independent
of frequency over a wide range by using pure resistance circuit elements.
If then lﬁAl is large so that ‘Elg ‘ «1, the gain approaches (——%)
which does not depend upon frequency so that both frequency and phase
distortions are eliminated. Although the large value of BA required
involves a very great sacrifice in gain, the increase in effective bandwidth
and the possibility of eliminating the dependence of amplifier properties
upon the individual tube characteristics frequently justify the use of a
large value of 8A.

Although it is difficult except for specific circuits to show the reduction
of frequency distortion by inverse feedback, experimental gain-frequency
curves show it very clearly. Terman? has published experimental
characteristics of an amplifier for which the gain-frequency curve without
feedback was flat from about 400 to 2000 cps. With feedback, the gain-
frequency curve of the same amplifier operating with the same plate
voltage was flat through a frequency range extending from 30 to 30,000
cps.

The reduction of phase distortion as a result of the use of inverse
feedback is shown by the vector diagram of Fig. 3-31, for a typical
R—C-coupled amplifier. In this amplifier a fraction of the output
voltage has been fed back in series with the input signal voltage ;. The
accompanying vector diagram has been drawn for a low frequency such
that the reactance of the coupling capacitor C is 50,000 ohms. If the
output voltage were maintained constant, and there were no feedback,
the required value of input voltage E; would be equal to and coincide
with the voltage Fxq. The phase-shift angle would then be 6z, and the
phase shift between input and output voltages would be (180° + 6y.).

° F. E. Terman, Feedback Amplifiers, Electronics, 10, 15 (Jan. 1937).
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With feedback as shown in Fig. 3-31, however, the phase-shift angle is
reduced to 01’, and the phase shift differs by about 5° from the 180°
desired. Because of the decrease in gain due to inverse feedback, it
would be necessary to increase E; greatly in order to obtain the same
output voltage with feedback as without, as the vector diagram shows.

Example Problem. In connection with Fig. 3-31, the following problem
solution will illustrate the principles involved in the use of inverse feed-
back. Let it be required to determine the gain of the amplifier of Fig.
3-31 with and without feedback, using

(a) Ordinary circuit theory.

() The general feedback theory.
In addition, the complete vector diagram of the amplifier is required.
Let the frequency be 79.6 cps (w = 500).

Solution. (The equivalent circuit is shown in Fig. 3-32.)

I+,

75,000

R,

<
S
&<

25,000

F1e. 3-32. Equivalent circuit of Fig. 3-31.

{(a) For convenience, arbitrarily choose I; = 1 ma and the output
voltage drop as the reference vector. Then,

V, = IRy = 1075(100,000) = 100/0° volts
Ve = Io(—jX,) = 1073(—7450,000) = —j50 volts
The sum of V, and V. is equal to the voltage across Ry. Then,

100 — 750
I, =—— " =(2—41)-107% amp = 2.24/ —26.6 ma
' 30000 @ —j1) p /—26.6

IRy = I,(Ry — jX.) = 112/ —26.6° volts
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By Kirchhoff’s voltage law,
pEgre = IR + (I + I2)rp
= I1(Ry + rp) + Iorp
= 2.24-1073/ —26.6(60,000) + 1-103(10,000)

134.4/ —26.6 + 10 = 120 — j60.2 ++ 10 = 130 — 760.2
143/ —24.8° ’

If

Then EKG = %/—24.8

7.15/—24.8 = 6.5 — 3.0 volts

This is the actual resultant input voltage. To find the applied input
voltage E;, note that the voltage rise from K to G is

Egg = — By + E;

whence E; = Exg + IRy
= 6.5 — 3.0 + 1-1073(25,000)
= 31.5 — j3.0 = 31.8/ —5.46°

These values have been plotted approximately to scale on the vector
diagram of Fig. 3-31. The vector gain is

Ar=V,/—E; = —100/0°/31.5/—5.46 = —3.17/5.46°
Without feedback,
A =V,/~Exg = —100/0°/7.15/—24.8 = —14/24.8
(b) Using the relation

Ay = A/(1 — AB), 8 = IR;/I,Ry = §
s —14/24.8
771+ 14/24.8(0.25/0)
B 14/24.8 o 14/2438
T 1431844147 442/193
= —3.17/5.5°

The gain-frequency curve for the amplifier of Fig. 3-31 is flat within
1.57 per cent from 50 to 100,000 cps, with phase-shift angles varying




Ch. 3 INVERSE FEEDBACK AND STABILITY 125

from 4-8.7 to —8.5°. Without feedback, however, the gain-frequency
curve is flat only in the range 400 to 13,800 cps. The phase-shift angle
for the amplifier without feedback is (4-36.4°) at 50 cycles and (—36°)
at 100,000 cycles.

3-14. Inverse Feedback and Uniformity of Amplifier Operation

It has already been mentioned in relation to Eq. 3-72 that, for l BA |
large and 1/ l gA l & 1, the amplifier gain becomes dependent only on
the feedback circuit. For this condition it may then be concluded that
the amplifier behavior will not change because of small changes in tube
characteristics, or in power-supply voltages. This is one of the most
important advantages of inverse feedback because it provides assurance
that the behavior of the amplifier will remain uniform over long periods
of time. For vacuum-tube voltmeter circuits employing inverse-feed-
back amplifiers, it has meant the possibility of maintaining accurate
instrument ealibration unaffected by tube changes or replacements.

Even though 84 is not large enough so that Ay = —1/8, large changes
in A result only in small changes in Ay. For example, a change AA in
A produces a change A4y in A;. Application of differential calculus
to Eq. 3-72 shows that the fractional change in A, is

dd;  dA/A

_— 3-73
Ay (11— 4p) (3-7)

If A changes by 10 per cent as a result of change in tube characteristics,
voltage variations, and so on, then dA/A = 0.1. For the circuit of Fig.
3-31 in the mid-frequency range, |A| =—154, B=14, 1 — A8 =
1+ 3.85 = 4.85. Then,

dA;/A; = 0.01/4.85 = 0.0206

or 2.06 per cent change in gain resulting from a change of 10 per cent in
the gain of the amplifier itself.

3-15. Inverse Feedback and Stability

As already mentioned in the discussion of Eq. 3-66, feedback is
degenerative or inverse if A8 < 0, regenerative if A8 > 0. In the
latter case the gain with feedback is increased with respect to the gain
without feedback, so that there may be a tendency for the amplifier to
become unstable. It is important to examine the complex quantity
(1 — AB) throughout the frequency range of the amplifier to see if
there are any frequencies for which (1 — A8) has a numerical value
less than unity, for in such a frequency range the feedback would be
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regenerative and the amplifier might behave as an oscillator. Since the
complex gain A and corresponding angle 9, or 8y are available from
universal amplification curves or from gain equations of the type given
in Sections 3-5 and 3-7 for B—C- and transformer-coupled amplifiers, it is
an easy matter to plot A8 in polar form for either of these amplifiers if
B is independent of frequency. The resultant graph will then show
immediately the range of frequencies, if any, for which the feedback is
regenerative. For example, referring to the R—C-coupled amplifier
of Fig. 3-31, 8 = 14{. In the mid-frequency range, Ay = —15.4/0°.

and

I Ar
are given in tabular form in Section 3-5, and graphically in Fig. 3-12.
From the tabulation on page 91 and the computation of f7, = 36.8 and
frr = 138,000 for this amplifier (see page 91), the following values of
AB are computed:

The values of , and the corresponding phase-shift angles

J AR
3.68 0.383/180 + 84.3
7.36 0.755/180 + 78.7
18.4 1.72 /180 + 53.4
36.8 2.72 /180 + 45
73.6 3.44 /180 + 26.6
184 3.77 /180 + 11.3
368 3.83 /180 + 5.8
Mid-frequency range 3.85 /180°
13,800 3.83 /180 — 5.8
27,600 3.77 /180 — 11.3
69,000 3.44 /180 — 26.6
138,000 2.72 /180 — 45 -
276,000 1.72 /180 — 63.4
690,000 0.755/180 — 78.7
1,380,000 0.383/180 — 84.3

The computed values of A8 are plotted, using polar-coordinate paper, on
Fig. 3-33; the resulting curve is a circle. The vector 1 Q is drawn so that
the veetor difference (1 — AB) may be shown graphically. A circle of
unit radius is drawn around the point (1 4 j0). Since the vector (1 —
Ap) is drawn from any point on the locus of the vector A8 to the end of
the unit vector 1 L(_)_‘_’, the numercial value of (1 — AB) can never be less
than unity unless the polar plot of AB crosses inside the circle of unit
radius with center at (1 + j0). From Fig. 3-33 it may then be concluded
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that the feedback amplifier of Fig. 3-31 has degenerative feedback at
all frequencies and does not oscillate.

If a fraction 8 of the output voltage of a single-stage transformer-
coupled amplifier is fed back into the input, the polar plot of the amplifier

Increasing
frequency

v'd

F1a. 3-33. Polar plot of A8 for an R—C amplifier.

may be obtained from the gain equations or from the gain-frequency

curves of Section 3-7 (Fig. 3-17).

Such a polar plot for a transformer-

coupled stage has been drawn in Fig. 3-34, for Qy = 1.25. At low

frequencies, the gain approaches
zero and the phase-shift angle
approaches —90°. As the fre-
quency increases, the phase-shift
angle becomes less and the gain
greater, approaching zero phase-
shift angle and uniform gain in
the mid-frequency range. In the
high-frequency range the phase
shift and gain both increase be-
cause of resonance effects, and at
still higher frequencies but with
small gain the curve of AB crosses
over into the unit circle, so that
for values of A8 within the unit
circle the feedback is regener-
ative. If the curve of AB passes

/ Increasing

frequency

F1a. 3-34. Polar plot of A3 for a trans-
former-coupled amplifier.

around the point (1 + j0), the circuit is unstable and the amplifier be-
comes an oscillator. Nyquist © has developed a general criterion of

10 H. Nyquist, Regeneration Theory, BST/J, 11, 126-147 (1932).
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feedback amplifier stability which may be stated as follows: If the polar
plot of Ag includes the point (1 4 j0), the amplifier will oscillate, other-
wise not. In order not to include the point (1 + j0), the numerical
value of A8 must be very much reduced where the phase shift ig large
so that lA,B| < 1. Bode ! has shown that for amplifier stability the
gain must be controlled, i.e., reduced beyond danger of oscillation, over
a frequency range many times greater than the useful range.

3-16. Output Impedance and Inverse Feedback

It was mentioned in Section 3-13 that the effective terminal impedance
at the output terminals of an amplifier may be controlled by the use of
inverse feedback. In this connection, it is important to note that there
are two distinct types of inverse feedback and that the two examples of
inverse-feedback circuits thus far discussed are examples of the two
kinds of feedback. In the first example given, the circuit of Fig. 3-29,
the voltage fed back is proportional to the current flowing in the plate
circuit of the amplifier. If the load impedance R, (or, more generally,
Z1) increases, the plate current I, decreases, and the feedback voltage
IRk decreases, but this means that the gain of the amplifier increases
which will tend to increase I, and so will tend to maintain I, constant.
This is known as current feedback, and has the effect of causing the
amplifier to approach the behavior of a constant-current source if the
input voltage E; remains constant. As shown in Eq. 3-62, the effective
plate resistance or internal impedance of the amplifier is increased by
current feedback, and this is generally true. If the load resistance Ry,
of Fig. 3-29 is replaced by a generator of voltage E, and the input voltage
source F; is replaced by a short eircuit, solution of the equivalent circuit
for the impedance Z,, looking back into the amplifier at the terminals of
the generator E shows that Z, = r, + Rg(1 + ), which may bhe
described as the output terminal impedance of the amplifier with the
input short-circuited.

In Fig. 3-31 the feedback voltage depends upon the output voltage
and is a fraction of it. If the load impedance is assumed to be an im-
pedance Zy, in parallel with Ry, then the output voltage and also the
feedback voltage would tend to increase or decrease with Zz, but an
increasing feedback voltage results in decreased gain, so that the effect
of this type of feedback is to maintain the output voltage constant.
This is known as voltage feedback, and amplifiers so equipped approach
the behavior of a constant-voltage source for constant input voltage.

1 H. W. Bode, Relations between Attenuation and Phase in Feedback-Amplifier
Design, BSTJ, 19, 421-454 (1940).

i
i
H
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The resistance Ky of Fig. 3-31 and Fig. 3-32 may be thought of as the
feedback network. As such, it is merely a potentiometer connected
across the load impedance, Zy, (Z;, is not shown in Fig. 3-31 or Fig.
3-32). If a generator of voltage I is connected across Ry in the equiva-
lent circuit (Fig. 3-32), the effective terminal impedance Z, may be found
by solving for the current I; which would be supplied by the generator E.
The circuit has been redrawn in Fig. 3-35. For convenience, the re-
actance of the coupling capacitor has been neglected, and the input
voltage source has been replaced by a short circuit. The impedance

G Py #10 1
Tp
%Rl R, ET)?E
lMEKG
K b
IT

Fic. 3-35. Equivalent circuit of a voltage-feedback amplifier in which a generator E
replaces the load.

Z, = E/I,. In the intermediate-frequency range and without feedback
(grid connected directly to K) the impedance Z,’ as seen at the terminals
a—b is given by

1

/R, + 1/Ry + 1/r,
With feedback, solution for 7, gives _
E 1 Zy
Zo == ; = ; (3‘74)
Il Bgm + l/Zo 1 + 5ngo
From Eq. 3-10, A = —¢.Z,, so that
Zo =14, /(1 — BA) (3-75)

where 8 = Ry/Ry. It has been shown !? that the relation of Eq. 3-75
is generally true for voltage feedback. The effective terminal impedance
of the amplifier is therefore reduced by inverse voltage feedback. By

!
/]

2 H. F. Mayer, Control of the Effective Internal Impedance of Amplifiers by
Means of Feedback, Proc. IRE, 27, 213-217 (1939).
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using combinations of current and voltage feedback, the amplifier may
be made to present almost any desired impedance to the load.?

3-17. Other Inverse-Feedback Circuits

Only two feedback circuits have thus far been discussed. These
circuits are quite basic and illustrate the general principles and properties
of inverse current and voltage feedback. However, because many of the
beneficial results derived from the use of inverse feedback increase with
the gain A, it is desirable to increase A rather than 3, and to use not
only high-gain stages but several stages of amplification. Triodes have

:°1>
©
&
1+

[

|
1

Ry

VVWA

F1a. 3-36. Inverse-feedback amplifier.

been used in the feedback circuits already discussed, but tetrodes and
pentodes are preferable because high intrinsic gain is desirable. The
same principles apply to triodes, tetrodes, or pentodes. Many practical
circuits have been described in the literature.’%'4 A few other examples
of typical one- and two-stage circuits will be given here.

A single-stage circuit is shown in Fig. 3-36 in which both inverse
current and voltage feedback are employed. Resistances R; and R,,
and R, constitute the feedback network. Condenser C; is a blocking
condenser and should have negligible reactance in the frequency range
of the amplifier.

A feedback arrangement for the push—pull connection is shown in
Fig. 3-37, and the inverse voltage-feedback network is seen to be iden-
tical with that of Fig. 3-36. No current feedback is utilized because
of the fact that the fundamental and odd harmonics are not present in
that part of the circuit for the push—pull connection, as shown in Section
3-9. The blocking condenser C; may be omitted if the connection

B F. E, Terman, Feedback Amplifier Design, Electronics, 10, 13 (Jan. 1937).

1 J. R. Day and J. B. Russell, Practical Feedback Amplifiers, Electronics, 10, 16
(Apr. 1937).



Ch. 3 OTHER INVERSE-FEEDBACK CIRCUITS 131

R, o

G

-\

Cx

— i

Ry

Fia. 3-37. Voltage inverse feedback for a push—pull amplifier stage.

through R; is made to the load side of the output transformer. As a
result of the output voltage stabilizing property of inverse voltage feed-
back, the tendency of the gain to fall off at low frequencies because of
low transformer primary reactance is partially counteracted.

A two-stage feedback-amplifier arrangement is shown in Fig. 3-38.
The first stage is R—C-coupled to the second stage; R4 is a dropping
resistor to provide the proper screen grid voltage for the pentode. The

W C ¢,

Fia. 3-38. Two-stage inverse voltage feedback.
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biasing resistors Rx; and Rx» are well by-passed. The load impedance
is Rro, and Cy is, as in Fig. 3-36, a blocking condenser. Resistors By
and R, have the same voltage-dividing function as in the circuit of Fig.
3-36. Differences in the feedback connections of Figs. 3-38 and 3-31
should be examined and explained. Feedback from the second to the
first stage of transformer-coupled amplifiers is derived according to
principles identical with those illustrated in Fig. 3-31.

It has been shown that the phase-shift angles of individual R-C-
coupled amplifier stages approach 90° at low or at high frequencies. For
three-stage amplifiers, the over-all phase-shift angle may then approach
270° at the frequency extremes. Thismeans that the polar plot of Ag will
cross into the unit circle, so that, to avoid oscillation, the gain-phase
characteristic must be carefully adjusted at the high and low frequencies
if oscillation is to be avoided. For transformer-coupled stages, the phase
shift at high frequencies may approach 180° for a single stage (see Fig.
3-17), so that great care must be exercised in the design of multistage
transformer-coupled amplifiers.

3-18. The Cathode Follower Stage

The amplifier circuit of Fig. 3-39 will be recognized as a feedback
amplifier in which the feedback and the output voltages are identical.

P o

G

K N ™
- TEi +

Ry Ey, = Output voltage

F1a. 3-39. A cathode follower or grounded plate amplifier.

This circuit has found many inportant applications which depend upon
the utilization of one or more of the following list of properties:

1. Gain Ay, approximately equal but always less than unity.

2. Higher effective input impedance than that of an ordinary amplifier
stage.

3. Low-output terminal impedance which may be made a pure
resistance, over a large frequency range, of value less than 200 ohms.

Analysis of the equivalent circuit of the cathode follower is straight-
forward and has been left to the problems. The equivalent a-c circuit
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including the interelectrode capacitances has been drawn in Fig. 3-40.
Points 1 and P are at the same a-c potential (grounded plate), and, as
a result, the input signal voltage applied between terminals G and 1 is
shunted by the grid-plate capacitance. The input and output voltage
drops may both conveniently be referred to the ground terminal, 1.
The voltage gain then may be expressed as (see Figs. 3-39 and 3-40)

A =Vig/Vie = —IsBx/~E; (3-76)
It should be noted that the output voltage of the cathode follower

G ‘ngk K
"
I
n} L. L.
B - Cep I T Pk
I4l o 51’ Iﬁl Ry

6" TEi TIZ Tgm Exe P

1

) P

Fig. 3-40. Equivalent a-c circuit of the cathode follower of Fig. 3-39.

amplifier is in phase with the signal voltage. Analysis of the circuit of
Fig. 3-40 shows that the voltage gain of Eq. 3-76 is given by

Y
4= Tn LI (3-77)
gm + 1/1p + 1/Rx -+ jo(Cor + Cei)
which, at low enough frequency, reduces to
R
i (3-78)

Ay = o
T e F (e + DRz

Examination of Eq. 3-78 shows that Ay is less than unity. For example,
with p = 20, 7, = 10,000 ohms, Rx = 8000 ohms, Ay = 20(8000)/
178,000 = 160,000/178,000 = 0.9.

The input admittance of the cathode follower may be derived from
Fig. 3-40 by determining the ratio of 7, to E;. The result is

Yii = I/E; = jo[Cep + (1 ~ A5)Cgl (3-79)

in which it should be noticed that, with A; positive and real, the input
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admittance is a capacitance of value slightly greater than Cg,. For
Ay = 0.9, as in the example already used,

Y11 = jw(Cep + 0.1C )

The input impedance, 1/Y;;, is evidently much higher than for an
ordinary triode amplifier stage.

The effective output admittance with input short-circuited may be
found, also, from analysis of Fig. 3-40. The method of approach is to
connect an alternating voltage source at the output terminals 1-K, at
the same time replacing the voltage source, E; at G—1 by a short circuit.
If the applied voltage source is F, and the current delivered at terminals
1-K is I, then the output admittance with input short-circuited is

Yo=1/E = (u+ 1)/rp + 1/Rx + jo(Cer + Cpr)  (3-80)
In the frequency range where Cg and Cpy may be neglected,

Z, =+ = i (3-81)
° Y, (u+1) -+ n/Rx

If Rg is made very much greater than r,, and if p>> 1,
Zo=r1p/u = 1/gn (3-82)

The effective output impedance with input short is therefore very small
and may be in the range 200 to 1000 ohms.

These properties of the cathode follower have given it a number of
interesting applications. It is frequently used as the first stage of a
multistage amplifier where high input impedance is essential over a wide
frequency range and where the first stage must handle a wide range in
values of input voltage and not be overloaded. Such an application is
the amplifier for the vertical plates of a cathode-ray oscillograph. The
cathode follower is used also to reduce frequency and phase distortions
by placing it between two high-gain amplifier stages. Still another
application is that of impedance matching where it may be used instead
of a transformer to match a high-impedance circuit to a much lower one.

3-19. Broad-Band Amplifiers

Television circuits employ many rectangular wave forms. The
adequate amplification of these wave forms requires an extremely wide
bandwidth characteristic. For example, the frame-scanning rate is 30
complete scans per second, and the amplifier used with the circuit must
have a flat gain-frequency curve down to 30 cps, and, for adequate
resolution (satisfactory images), the gain-frequency curve must remain
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flat up to 3 or 4 Mc per sec. A similar requirement is necessary for
cathode-ray tube amplifiers. This requirement may be met by the
proper design of amplifier tubes and by circuit artifices which involve
compensating for those circuit elements whose characteristics allow the
gain to decrease at low or at high frequencies. The compensation is
applied to the R—~C-coupled circuit.

It was shown in Section 3-5 that the gain of an B—C-coupled amplifier
stage in the high-frequency region of the gain-frequency curve is given by

Ag = —'ngeq/(l -+ jWCOReq) (3-83)

The frequency fr is that frequency for which the reactance of the
shunting capacitance Cy is equal to the equivalent resistance R.q, or
for which wCoReq = 1. Therefore

fr = 1/2xCoReq (3-84)
and the produet of mid-frequency gain magnitude and fx is
gmBeqftr = gn/2xCo (3-85)

The capacitance Cy is determined by the output capacitance of the
amplifier stage and by the input capacitance of the following stage.
Thus the product in Eq. 3-85 is determined by properties of both the
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Fig. 3-41. High-frequency equivalent circuit of one stage of an R-C-coupled
amplifier.

tube and the circuit used for the video or wide-band amplifier. For a
high mid-frequency gain, with a given g¢,,, Req must be high. However,
a large value of R, results in a low value of f, according to Eq. 3-84.
As a compromise, small values of R4 are used for video amplifiers, and
special tubes of very large ¢,, are designed in order to increase the product
gmfleq- Pentodes are always used for wide-band amplifiers. The
familiar equivalent eircuit of an R-C-coupled amplifier stage at high
frequencies is shown in Fig. 3-41. In order to obtain the low value of
R needed for large fu, Rz is made very small, and is generally of the
order of 3000 ohms. For pentodes with 7, about 1 megohm, and R,
500,000 ohms, as used in R—C-coupled wide-band circuits, Req =2 Ry.
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3-20. High-Frequency Compensation

A widely used and very effective method of circuit compensation for
broad-band R—C-coupled amplifiers involves the addition of an induct-
ance in series with Bz. At low or mid-frequencies, the reactance of the
inductance L is negligible, but, in the
high-frequency region, its reactance, com-
bined in parallel with that of Cy, re-
sults in increasing the circuit impedance,
~Co  compensating for the tendency of the
R capacitive reactance to reduce the circuit
impedance. The circuit is very simple,
2 E; if Req = Ry, and is shown in Fig. 3-42.
Fig. 3-42. Shunt compensation A discussion of ‘Fhe eff(-ect. of . 1nd1llctance
of an R-C-stage, wide-band am- L Upon the amplifier gain is simplified by
plifier. a choice of parameters involving fre-
quency ratios. As it is desirable to in-
crease the actual half-power frequency fg perhaps by some multiple
of the uncompensated value, one parameter will be the uncompensated
half-power or 3 db down frequency. Let this frequency be fo. Its

value is given by fz in Eq. 3-84. Therefore,

27‘1’f2 = g = l/RLCO (3-86)

il

Now the angular frequency at which L and Cy would be antiresonant, if
connected separately and in parallel, is

wo = 1/V'LC, (3-87)
The ratio of wg to ws is
wo  1/VLC, Ry,
o 1/BC  VI/C

(3-88)

Since, at angular frequency wo the effective @ of Rz, and L in series is

woL L 1 V L/Cy

o= TRV R (3-89
then wo/we = 1/Qo (3-90)

The quantity @, may be used as the second parameter, or a different @
defined as
wel,  wolL

= — T — — 2 -
Q Rs RL Qo = Qo (3-90a)
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may be used. Since the two @’s are related as indicated, either may be
chosen. The final equations are given using @Qg. The quantity @ (or
(o) is the sccond parameter, and the third is Bz. The circuit reactances
then may be expressed in terms of ws, @, and Ry, as follows:

w J / 2
wlh = —wl = = RQ = —Rily (3-91)
w2 f 2 f 2
1 wo 1 f2
Also, — = ——< ) = — Ry, (3-92)
wC() w CU2CO f
it QR
£
L 72 R
Ry
ngi i
Fia. 3-43. Circuit of Fig. 3-42 with elements specified in terms of design parameters
Ry, fe, and Qo.

The circuit with elements designated in terms of f3, Qo, and Ry, is shown

in Fig. 3-43. The gain is
f S
R 2(1 + '—Q2><— ~)
L ]fz 0 Jf

AH = _ngeq = —On ) (3'93)
RL[l +j</£Q02 ——&)J
2 i

The normalized gain is the gain per unit mid-frequency gain. This
becomes

Ap (iR + Q)
(—gmBr)  (—if2/H( — Q°F*/f* + if/f2)
An 1 4 jQo°f/f2
 finally, - : 3-04
Y Cgnkn) T U QP+ il .
The magnitude of the ratio in Eq. 3-94 is
V1 + O4(1/1T)2
| Aw | _ 1+ Qo (f/f2) (3-95)

gnRr, V{1 — QP17 + (/12)?
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the ratio is a vector quantity of magnitude given by Eq. 3-95 and angle
of phase lag

o=t Q2L — (3-96)
f2 1 — Qo“f*/f2
A
Curves of the magnitude s 2| are sketched roughly in Fig. 3-44 for
mAVL

various values of the parameter Q.
It is evident that a considerable extension of the flat portion of the
gain-frequency curve can be achieved by choosing values of inductance
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Fig. 3-44. Universal gain curves for a shunt-compensated amplifier.

v and of Bz for which @y = 0.707. The values of Ry, and of L required
may be obtained from Egs. 3-86 and 3-90a. From Eq. 3-86,

R = 1/wyCy (3-97)
and, from Eq. 3-90a, wol = Qo2Ry, (3-98)
Therefore, for Qo = 1/4/2, L = Ry/2w, (3-99)

where it is to be remembered that wy is the uncompensated half-power
angular frequency. The value of ws may be chosen arbitrarily. If then
it is required that the gain remain virtually flat up to. @ = ws, the
necessary value of Ry, may be computed from Eq. 3-97 and the required
inductance from Eq. 3-99.

In addition to the requirement of a flat gain-frequency curve, the
wide-band amplifier must, particularly if used for television service,
be free from phase distortion. This requirement may be met if the
amplifier cireuit is so designed that the phase shift is directly proportional
to frequency. The last statement is more easily understood if stated in
terms of time delay of circuit response than in terms of frequency.




Ch. 3 HIGH-FREQUENCY COMPENSATION 139

Perhaps the best example is a long telephone line. If the signal input
at the sending end contains many harmonic frequencies as for example
in the transmission of musie, the signal output at the receiving end should
have the same wave shape as the input signal. However, it is known that
the velocity of travel of waves on a transmission line depends upon the
wave frequency and in fact is proportional to frequency. Therefore, it
may be expected that the higher frequencies in the signal, traveling
faster on the line than the lower frequencies, arrive sooner. The lower
signal frequencies are longer delayed by the line. Therefore, the line
will introduce phase shifts, and the output wave form will not be identical
with the input wave form. Suppose, however, that the phase shift per
mile of line is 8 rad. The number of miles of line required to shift the
phase by 2# rad is defined as the wavelength A of the traveling wave.
Thus A = 2x/8, and, since the velocity is given by v = fA, then

v =2nf/B = /B

Now, however, if the line can be so designed that the phase shift per mile
B is proportional to frequency, say, 8 = kw, then the velocity

v=1/k

is independent of frequency, and the wave form is preserved. A line for
which the phase shift is proportional to {requency is then referred to as
a distortionless line.

From the point of view of time delays suppose that the time delay, or
signal transit time along the line, is 1/1000 sec for all frequencies from
50 to 10,000 cps. Table 3-3 in which the time delay is expressed as a

TaBLE 3-3
Fractional
Frequency, Time Delay, Phase Shift,
f, cps ta/T 0 = wtg = Cr/T)la 0/f =k
50 0.001/0.02 = &5 2w /20 = 18° 18 = 0.36
100 o5 36° 0.36
1,000 1 360° 0.36
10,000 10 3600° 0.36

fraction of the period T' will show that the phase shift of the line is then
proportional to frequency.

Now a measurable time delay in the response of any circuit occurs if
the circult contains reactances. An amplifier, as a four-terminal net-
work, then introduces a phase shift which is proportional to its time
delay for a given frequency. A wide-band amplifier, therefore, like a
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long line, must have, in addition to a flat gain-frequency curve, a time
delay independent of frequency or a phase shift proportional to fre-
quency in order to reproduce the input wave shape at the output ter-
minals. This consideration is of prime importance for television or
video applications.

In order to show the effect of choice of parameter @y on the time
delay and hence on the phase distortion introduced by a wide-band
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Fic. 3-45. Universal phase-ghift curves for a shunt-compensated amplifier.

compensated amplifier, one may plot §/w as a function of f/fs. If all
frequencies have the same time delay, then 6/w is constant. Now Iq.
3-95 may be written as follows:

V1 + Qo (f/f2)%/0;
V(1 = QP /152 + (F/f2)%/6e

Evidently, the phase shift at high frequencies is [180° — (82 — 6;)]
= 180° — ¢, where the shift of 180° is produced by the tube and the
shift of 9 = 8, — 6;, by the circuit. Values of § may be computed for
arbitrarily assigned values of f/fs from Eq. 3-96. In Fig. 3-45 the quan-

AH = AIZ 1800

0 . . .
tity [ :l is plotted as ordinate on semilog paper with (f/f;) as
2n(f/f2)

abseissa. Only four values of ¢y have been chosen. The optimum value
of @y = 0.585 does not, unfortunately, coincide with the optimum value
of @y = 0.707 indicated by the curves of Fig. 3-44, for the gain-frequency
requirement, so that a compromise must be made between these values.
The value of L chosen for a single stage is not necessarily the optimum
value where several stages are to be used. Another consideration which
will not be discussed here is the transient response of the over-all ampli-
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fier. For more complete design theory reference should be made to a very
complete study by Bedford and Fredenhall.’® Calculated values are
given for a few points on the @y = 1 curve (Fig. 3-45) in Table 3-4.

TaBLE 3-4. VALUEs For Q = 1 Curve (F1g. 3-45)

8 = 6, — 6y, 4

f/f2 degrees 360(f/f2)
0.2 0.47 0.00653
0.5 7.10 0.0394
0.8 27.10 0.094
1.0 45.00 0.125
1.4 70.00 0.139
1.8 79.3 0.122
2.0 82.9 0.115

3-21. Low-Frequency Compensation

In the low-frequency range of the video amplifier, the extension of the
region of flatness of the gain-frequency curve toward lower frequencies
may be accomplished by the use of the circuit of Fig. 3-46. The plate

o
3

+Ey,

Fia. 3-46. Low-frequency compensation.

voltage is supplied through a high resistance R;, necessitating a large
power-supply voltage. The compensating capacitance C; is connected
as shown. The high-frequency compensating inductance L in series
with Rz has not been shown since its reactance is negligible in the low-
frequency range. The screen-voltage dropping resistor Ry and by-pass
condenser Cy also affect the low-frequency response, and, though they
are shown in Fig. 3-46, their effects will be neglected in the following

15 A, V. Bedford and G. L. Fredenhall, Transient Response of Video-frequency
Amplifier, Proc. IRE, 27, 277-284 (Apr. 1939).
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analysis. The equivalent a-¢ circuit is shown in Fig, 3-47, in which the
plate resistance of the pentode has been omitted.

In the circuit of Fig. 3-47, if B, and C were interchanged, it might be
reasoned that the impedance presented at terminals 1-2 is that of a
) bridge circuit. If so, and if the con-
1 -J_ dition for bridge balance is met, then

¢ Zig, although not independent of fre-

R, ) .
, quency, is a high impedance over a
a wide frequency range. The condition
C R, for bridge balance is
;|
F wRCy = wR,C
Fie. 3-47. Equivalent a-c circuit of Or Ci, = R,.C/R (3-100)
Fig. 3-46.

It is found that Eq. 3-100 provides a
sufficiently accurate selection of the compensating capacitance Cy. It
must be remembered, however, that resistance R; has been assumed
infinite on Fig. 3-47. For practical purposes, compensation is found
to be satisfactory if

Ry = 10(1/wC)

A more careful analysis of the circuit of Fig. 3-47 will now be presented
very briefly.
The voltage gain of the low-frequency compensated circuit (Fig. 3-47)
is given by
AL = —gnZ\Re/(Z1 + Zy) (3-101)

where - Zy = Ry, — jXa, Zy =Ry —jX,
Since A = —g.RLR,;/ (R + Eg), Eq. 3-101 may be written as
A;(1 — jXe1/Rr)

Ap = 3-102
L T X+ X0/ Ry ¥ Br) (3102
From Eq. 3-102, Ay, = Ay if
Xcl/RL = (Xcl + Xc)/(Rg + RL) (3'103)
C1/C = (R,/RL) (3-104)
/T L (X TR/ —
o 4, — ANV + (Kot /Br)*/ =0, (3-105)

T VIt X + X% (Re + Br)?/—6s
where 85 = tan™1 [(X,1 + X.)/(Re + Rr)] (3-106)
and 01 = tan™?! [Xcl/RL] (3-107)
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It is evident that the same condition 3-103 which ensures a flat gain-
frequency curve in the low-frequency region provides the condition
s = 6, required for zero phase shift.

3-22. Compensation for the Bias Impedance ”
If a bias resistance is used instead of the fixed bias of Fig. 3-46, both
phase shift and gain attenuation will oceur in the low-frequency range.
In order to compensate for these effects, the resistance B, of Fig. 3-46
may be properly selected. The equivalent circuit (if sereen impedance is
neglected) is shown in Fig. 3-48. Again, the pentode plate resistance

? 1 e
1 i

R,

@ TEL lngKG

K - B
Ck Ry Cy Ry
2

Fic. 3-48. Equivalent low-frequency circuit of a pentode wide-band compensated
amplifier,

has been omitted from the constant-current generator circuit. Let
Y = (1/Bg) + juCxg and Y, = (1/R;) + jwC;. The corresponding
impedances are Zx and Z;. Then,

Exe = E; — gnEreZk
whence Erxq = E;//(1 4+ guZk) (3-108)
The voltage Vo1 = gnExreZ12, and the gain is

Va1 gnRs(Z1 1 RL)
AL =|—R, —-E) = — 3-109
: [zg ]/ B = (i@ v By O

where Z, = By — jX,. The quantity Z, + Z, + Rr or B, — jX, +
Zy + Ry, differs very little from R,. For example, if C = 0.1 uf, B, =
1 megohm, w = 500, By = 3000, then X, = 20,000 ohms and C; =
0.01(10%) /3000 = 10 uf and X,; = 600 ohms. If R, be chosen as 10X,
as recommended in Section 3-21, then Z; =% —j600 ohms and R, —
JjXe 4+ Zy 4 Rr becomes 1,003,000 — 520,600 ohms. Therefore, Eq.
3-109 may justifiably be written as
gnBLB(1 + Z1/Ry)  A;(1+ Z1/Ry)

Ay (3-110)
(1 + ngK)Rg 1+ ngK
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The magnitude of the ratio Ar/Ar becomes unity if

Z1/R1 = gnZk (3-111)
or if RpY, = Y&/9m (3-112)
Tilis requires that

1 1 1
Ry <—l-€—1 + jwcl) = ;7; (I_B; -+ ijK>

whence Br/By = 1/g.Bk
and RiC1 = Ck/gm
Therefore, gain compensation for the bias impedance is achieved if
By = gnRLRk (3-113)
and if Ck = guR1Cy (3-114)

For a type 6AC7, ¢, = 9000 micromhos and Rx =2 160 ohms. Thus,
for the values already used as examples,

Ry = 9000-107%(3000)-160 = 27(160) = 4320 ohms
(which is somewhat less than 10X,,), and
Cg = 27C; = 90 pf

It appears from the foregoing discussion that it may not be possible
to obtain perfect low-frequency compensation for both bias impedance
and coupling capacitor in the same stage of amplification. It has been
recommended ¥ that phase shift and gain compensation be properly
proportioned in fixed-bias stages in order to correct for imperfect com-
pensation, including the effects of screen impedance, in self-biased stages.
The general problem of video amplifier design is only briefly treated
here, and careful reference to the literature is advised before the design
of a complete wide-band amplifier is undertaken.

PROBLEMS

3-1. If T in Fig. 3-6 is a 6J5 and T» is a 2A3, determine the resistors so that the
tubes will have the following operating points:

6J5: Ep = 200 volts, E. —6 volts;
2A3: Ep = 250 volts, E, = —40 volts.

Use R; = 20,000 ohms, Rs = 500 ohms, and E; = 1000 ohms. Find the bleeder
current I and the required power-supply voltage.

16 Terman, Handbook of Radio Engineering, p. 417, McGraw-Hill Book Co.
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3-2. Draw the equivalent a-c circuit of the two-stage amplifier of problem 3-1,
assuming that R, Rs, R4, and Rs are all adequately by-passed by large-size con-
densers. Calculate the over-all voltage gain. If the signal voltage E; = 0.1 volt,
compute the effective value of the load current (a-c) in Bs. Draw a complete vector
diagram for the eircuit, and determine the phase relation between input voltage
drop (—E,) and the output voltage drop in Rs.

6C5

Inpu't TEi

T

e
Epy

Fra. P3-3.

3-3. Given R; = 50,000 ohms
Re = 250,000 ohms
C =02uf
Ep, = 400 volts
Cy=Cq =10 uf
R; = 2500 ohms
C3=Cs=14f

(a) Determine By and also R so that the 6C5 will be biased at —8 volts, and the
2A3 at —43.5 volts.

(b) Determine the frequencies at which the gain of the first stage will fall to 70.7
per cent of the intermediate~-frequency gain.

(¢) If the amplitude distortion of the first stage is neglected, what is the maxi-
mum input voltage E; for a second-harmonic distortion of 5 per cent in the second
stage? (A cut-and-try method is required here.)

3-4. A 6K7 pentode operating at Ep = 250 volts, B, = —3 volts, E.» = 100 volts,
is R—C-coupled to a 6F6 power pentode (Fig. 2-8) operating at Ep = 250 volts, En
= —16.5 volts, E,2 = 250 volts. The coupling resistors are B; = 50,000 ohms,
Ry = 250,000 ohms, and ¢ = 0.2 uf. The 6F6 is transformer coupled to a 2000-ohm
load. The output transformer has negligible leakage reactance and d-c resistance,
and a primary-to-secondary turns ratio of 2 to 1.

(a) Determine the plate-supply voltage required for each tube. Draw the ampli-
fier circuit, using cathode biasing and screen dropping resistors so that a single
power supply may be used. Compute required values of all resistors.

() Draw the a-c equivalent circuit, and determine the amplifier gain at f = 796
eps. What circuit elements may be expected to limit the region of uniform gain at
high frequencies?

(¢) Find the load current (a-c) if the input signal voltage is 0.2 volt rms.
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3-5. A resistance-capacitance-coupled class-A voltage amplifier of two stages uses
a 6J7 (pentode) in the first stage and a 6C5 in the second stage. The load resistance
for the 6J7 is 250,000 ohms, and the grid leak is 1 megohm. Qutput resistance for
the 6C5 is 20,000 ohms. Fixed bias is used.

(@) Draw the equivalent a-c circuit for the complete amplifier. Neglect inter-
electrode capacitances.

(b)) What should be the size of the coupling capacitor C such that the gain
frequency curve will have 0.707 of its mid-frequency value at f = 20 eps?

(c) If C = 0.005 pf, what is the over-all gain of the amplifier in the mid-frequency
range?

3-6. Derive gain-frequency relations for an L—-C-coupled amplifier analogous to
those derived for the R—C case.

3-7. Given n = N2/Ny = 3, L1 = 100 henrys, L2 = 900 henrys, E; = 100 ohms,
Ry = 1000 ohms, Ewn = 250 volts, Epe = 400 volts. If the coefficient of coupling

6C5 T 2A3
.3E.

1 } 2 R,

Eg +
E, =
bb1
- Eppy
o | | 2 ud [
B i ———Ir
Eccl = -8 volts Ecep = ~43.5 volts
F1a. P3-7.

K is 0.988, and Rr = 2500 ohms, compute a gain-frequency curve for the range 20
cycles to 40 ke per sec, for the first stage. Assume that the total capacitance Cp of
Fig. 3-16 is 50 uuf.

3-8. Two 616 tubes are connected in push-pull and operated class A; with Ep =
250 volts, B,y = —15 volts, E, = 250 volts. Obtain the composite plate and dy-
namic characteristics of the two tubes if the effective plate-to-plate load resistance is
5000 ohms. Find the fundamental a-¢ component of plate current flowing in the
transformer primary by graphical means and by use of the equivalent -eircuit. Use
an input voltage of ¢; = 15 cos wt.

3-9. (@) What is the equivalent plate-to-plate load resistance of two tubes con-
nected in push-pull and operated class A if the output transformer has a turns ratio,
primary- (plate side)to-secondary, of 3 to 1 and Bz, = 4000 ohms?

(b) If each tube is said to be “working” into the equivalent external resistance
between its plate and point a of Fig. 3-19, compute this resistance for conditions as
in part a.

3-10. Two 2A3 tubes are operated in push—-pull class AB; with E;; = —60 volts,
Ep = 300 volts. Determine graphically the fundamental component of plate cur-
rent, if the effective plate-to-plate load resistance is 3000 ohms. Prepare a set of
composite plate characteristics.

3-11. (@) Draw the a-c equivalent circuit of Fig. 3-25 for the mid-frequeney range.

(b) If the amplifier and phase-inverter tubes of Fig. 3-25, first stage, are identical

PP

¢
f
¢
1
i
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and p = 20, rp = 10,000 for each, compute Ry (if Ry; = Rz = 50,000, B3 = 200,000
ohms) so that the input voltages to the push—pull stage will be equal.

3-12. Analyze the circuit of Fig. 3-29 for the effect of inverse feedback on fre-
quency and phase distortions if Ry, is replaced by an inductive load Z;, = Ry, 4- j X1
where R7 = 30,000 ohms, and Xz = 2500 ohms at f = 5000 cps, and Ry = 5000
ohms. Note that 8 is no longer independent of frequency. For the tube, use a
type 6C5.

3-13. Derive the mid-frequency gain formula for the amplifier of Fig. 3-31 with
and without the use of the feedback equation.

3-14. Plot the curve of gain versus frequency for the inverse feedback amplifier
of Fig. 3-31, and compare with the curve obtained without feedback. How much
has inverse feedback extended the region of flatness of the gain-frequency curve?

3-15. Derive Eq. 3-75 from Fig. 3-35.

3-16. Obtain an expression for the voltage gain of the amplifier of Fig. 3-36 in
the intermediate-frequency range.

3-17. Write an expression for the input voltage of each grid of the push-pull
amplifier of Fig. 3-37, if the secondary voltage of the top half of the input trans-
former is E; volts.

3-18. Referring to the amplifier of Fig. 3-38, determine the over-all amplifier
gain in the intermediate-frequency range if: the pentode is a 6J7 with operating
values By = 250 volts, By = —3 volts, E;z = 100 volts, Iy = 2 ma, I» = 0.5 ma;
the triode is a 6C5 with By = 250 volts, E, = —8, I, = 8 ma; Rr; = 100,000 ohms,
R, = 250,000 ohms, Rrs = 25,000 ohms, C = 0.04 uf, Cp1 = 10 uf, Cia = 2.5 uf,
Cy =04 uf, C3 = 0.1 uf, By = Ry = 50,000 ohms. In addition,

(@) Find suitable values of Ry, Ry, and Epp.

() Draw the complete intermediate-frequency equivalent circuit.

(c) If the total capacity shunting Ry is 80 uuf, compute and plot a gain-frequency
curve over the range 40 to 40,000 cycles.

(@) Compute a gain-frequency curve over the same range if By = 0, By = 100,000
ohms.

3-19. A two-stage R—C-coupled amplifier circuit is connected as shown in the cir-
cuit of problem 3-3. Feedback may be provided by means of a resistor B3 connected
directly from plate to plate (between Pj and Py) of the two triodes. Neglecting the
reactance of the coupling capacitor C, draw the complete a-¢ equivalent circuit of
the amplifier, and show that the gain of the second stage will be zero for Rz = 1/¢gms,
where gma is the grid-plate transconductance of the second tube. Derive the follow-
ing expression for the over-all gain of the amplifier:

A = —Aggm1/(Yo — A2Y3)

where Aj is the gain of the second stage, gm1 is the transconductance of the first
tube, and

Yo =1/rpm + 1/B1 + 1/Re + 1/E;3
with Y3 = 1/R;.

3-20. Compute the d-¢ and effective a-¢ components of current in resistor Bs =
50,000 ohms of problem 3-19 using the circuit values given in problem 3-3. Neglect
all condenser reactances, and compute the mid-frequency gain of the amplifier.

3-21. Compute the gain and input impedance of the cathode follower amplifier
of Fig. 3-39 at f = 79.6, 796, 79,600, 796,000, and 1,593,000 cps if the tube is a 6C5
for which rp = 10,000 ohms, u = 20, and Rx = 10,000 ohms.
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3-22. Draw the equivalent circuit of the cathode follower (Fig. 3-39), and connect
a generator of voltage F across the output terminals. Assuming the voltage E; to
be zero, derive Eq. 3-80.

3-23. Determine Rx (Fig. 3-39) so that the cathode follower output impedance
(with input short) will be 400 ohms at 1000 cycles. Assume that the tube is a 6C5,
# = 20, r, = 10,000 ohms.

3-24. The voltage V applied to the circuit shown is the rms value of an applied
sinusoidal voltage of variable frequency. Sketch a curve of V./V as a function of

R
|
H
v ¢ v,
1
3
N
F1a. P3-24.

frequency and derive an expression for the upper “half-power” frequency; V. is the
rms voltage across C.

3-25. Derive the expression called for in problem 3-24 by applying four-pole theory
and determining the four-pole admittances of the circuit.

3-26. A type 6AB7 is used in one stage of a video (wide-band) amplifier. Assume
that the total output capacitance Cp is 25 uuf; B, = 1 megohm. Two requirements
are to be met: (@) The gain must be constant (within +1 db) up to 4 me; (b) at low
frequencies, the gain must remain above 0.707 of the mid-band value for all fre-
quencies above 10 cps. Design the stage, and sketch its predicted phase-frequency
characteristic as in Fig. 3-45.



CHATPTER 4

THE AUDIO-AMPLIFIER
POWER STAGE

THE WORK OF THE PRECEDING CHAPTERS HAS BEEN CONCERNED PRI-
marily with the increase of the voltage level in amplification. The
present chapter will discuss the problems encountered in the design of
the output or power stage of an audio-frequency amplifier. The power
stage is required to provide, as nearly as possible, the optimum coupling
to the load so that the requisite power will be delivered to the load with
minimum distortion and at as high an efficiency as possible.

4-1. Power Relations in Amplifiers

Power may conceivably be delivered to an amplifier from two possible
sources, namely, the source of grid excitation, and the voltage sources
which supply the cathode heating, the sereen- and control grid-bias
voltages, and the plate voltage. In class-A amplifiers where linear
operation is desired, the grid does not swing positive, grid current is
very small, and the grid input power is negligible in the audio range.
Grid- and screen-bias and plate voltages are usually supplied from a
common power source usually derived from alternating eurrent through
a rectifier and filter system. Cathode heater or filament power may be
derived from a low-voltage winding on the power transformer supplying
the rectifier. The principal source of power is the plate-supply voltage.

Power is delivered by an amplifier to its load resistance, and the use-
ful power output of the amplifier results usually from the a-¢ com-
ponent. In an intermediate stage of a voltage amplifier, the power out-
put of the stage might be defined as the a-¢c power developed in the re-
sistor or equivalent resistor in which the input voltage for the succeed-
ing stage is developed. For example, the useful output power of an
R-C-coupled stage of a voltage amplifier would, by definition, be de-
veloped in the grid-leak resistor. Since the power so developed serves
merely to heat the resistor and does not contribute to the power input
of the succeeding stage, it is evident that intermediate-stage power out-
put for B—C-coupled voltage amplifiers has no real significance as power

149
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output. Amplifiers, however, generally terminate in what may be called
a power stage; this supplies both voltage and power to an equivalent
load resistor, which may be, for example, a relay or a loudspeaker. For
maximum power transfer, such load resistances usually require match-
ing networks or output transformers to match the power tube to its
load. Optimum values of load resistance will be considered in a later
section. ‘

The following analysis of a power amplifier with a resistance load
serves the purpose of illustrating fundamental definitions. The circuit

—t— .
RS O
i

F1a. 4-1. Series-fed power amplifier.

of the amplifier is shown in Fig. 4-1. Linear class-A; operation is
assumed. The power input is entirely from the plate supply if grid
input power may be neglected. The power input, then, is

P; = EywI, watts

where I, = the average (or quiescent) value of plate current. The
losses supplied by the plate battery are as follows: the d-¢ heat loss in
the load resistor I;2Ry, and in the bias resistor I,2Rx and the loss in
heat at the anode of the tube. The energy dissipation at the anode is
called the plate dissipation. It is the result of the conversion into heat
of the kinetic energy of the incoming electrons. The temperature of the
anode rises until it is able to radiate and conduct the heat of electron
bombardment away as fast as it is generated. If the plate dissipation
in watts is P,, and the power output in watts is P,, then the law of the
conservation of energy requires that

P; = output + losses = P, 4+ P, + I,*(Ry + Rx) ¢-1)
If the effective a-c component of plate current is I, then
P, = I,’Ry, watts
The plate dissipation may then be obtained by solving Eq. 4-1; that is,

=
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P, = Ewl, — I,’(R + Rg) — L,°Ry, (4-2)

It is instructive to obtain P, by another method. If e; and ¢, have
their usual meanings, then the average power at the plate is given funda-
mentally by

1 T
P, = EL eyty di (4-3)

where T is the period at the fundamental a-¢ component of plate cur-
rent. Now ey = Eppy — [y(Rr + Bk) — iRy

as obtained by applying superposition of d-c and a-c values. Also, in

Eq. 43, iy =Ip+ 1

Then, for i, = V2 I, sin «t, the integral of Eq. 4-3 results in Eq. 4-2,
which shows that the maximum plate dissipation occurs when the power
output is zero. If power is not delivered to the load or biasing resistors,
it must be dissipated at the plate. The tube should therefore be oper-
ated with its plate dissipation at quiescence equal to the rated value.
Equivalent expressions for the power output may be obtained graphi-
cally from the plate diagram. Three typical triode plate characteristics
and a load line are shown in Fig. 4-2. Assuming linear operation, bias

ip
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Fia. 4-2. Load line and plate diagram for a class-A power amplifier.
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at e, = B, volts (negative), and a grid swing of e max = | E. | volts,
then, by definition,
€h max — €b min
By = ————F7r 4-4
? 2v/2 )
1 max — 1 min
and I, = Lo _bmn (4-5)

2V/2
For a resistance load, the power output is

emax_eminimax—‘imin
P, g, - Coms = >8<b bmn)

The function of the power amplifier is to convert d-c to a-¢ power,
controlled by the alternating voltage and resulting electric field between
grid and cathode. The conversion efficiency of the amplifier is measured
by what is called its plate-circuit efficiency, defined as the useful plate
output power divided by the plate input power. If 5, is the plate-
circuit efficiency, then

EPIP

Ewly
For the circuit of Fig. 4-2, and from Eq. 4-2,

_ Ewly — I(Ry + Rg) — Pa
Eply

Mp (4-7)

Mo

Evidently, the plate-circuit efficiency could be considerably increased
by using parallel feed to eliminate the loss I32Ry.

4-2, Load-Coupling Circuits
Series feed as in Fig. 4-1 is wasteful of both power and battery voltage.
Parallel feed using a choke and condenser as shown in Fig. 4-3, or trans-
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b

F1g. 4-3. Parallel-fed power amplifier.

W
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former coupling as shown in Fig. 4-4, has the advantage of greater plate-
circuit efficiency and the additional advantage that no d-¢ component
flows in the load resistance. Because of the large value of the quiescent
or average component of plate current in power amplifiers, the output

Fia. 4-4. Power amplifier with output transformer.

transformer primary inductance may be reduced as a result of iron
saturation. For this reason, a choke and a condenser may be desirable
in coupling the tube to the output transformer. As usual, the magnitude
of choke inductance and condenser capacitance are desirably such that

iy

Dynamic or a-c
load line

@/ Static or d-c
Lo foad line

//
o~
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|
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|
i

Eyf Ny, €b

F1a. 4-5. Static and dynamie load lines for parallel feed.

the reactances of neither of them need be shown in the equivalent a-c
circuit.

The location of the operating point on the plate diagrams for the cir-
cuits of Fig. 4-3 and Fig. 4-4 requires the construction of what may be
called the d-c load line. This is a load line drawn in the usual way from
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the point on the voltage axis corresponding to Ey, and with a slope deter-
mined by the d-c resistance of the choke or of the transformer primary
plus the resistance of the biasing resistor. These resistances will be
small compared with the effective load resistance for a power stage. If
these resistances were neglected, the d-¢ load line would be vertical.
The operating point is then determined by the intersection of the d-c
load line and the plate characteristic corresponding to the grid bias as
shown in Fig. 4-5. The a-c load line is then drawn through the operating
point with a slope corresponding to the a-c resistance of Rz in Fig. 4-3
or to (N1/N2)2Ryz in Fig. 4-4. The required plate-supply voltage is
approximately the operating voltage Ej. It is assumed that the bias-
ing resistors are adequately by-passed, but this is difficult where the
value of B is in the range 150 to 750 chms. Fixed bias may be preferred.

4-3. Optimum Value of Triode Load Resistance

For triodes the maximum power output for specified conditions of
operation is determined by the load resistance. Two cases are usually
considered. In the first, a small excitation voltage of fixed effective
value E, is specified; E, is numerically less than the grid bias so that
operation may be considered as linear, class A;. The equivalent circuit

e

Fig. 4-6. Equivalent cireuit of Fig. 4-3.

of Fig. 4-3, for example, could then be used and is shown in Fig. 4-6.
Then

E 2
P, = I2R; = <JL> R (4-8)
» T + RL z

Since the excitation is small, » and 7, may be assumed constant, so that
P, and Ry are the variables. As predicted by the maximum power-
transfer theorem, the maximum value' of power output will be realized,
at fixed excitation, for Rz, = .
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The conditions of the second case are more frequently encountered in
the use of single-tube power amplifiers. The only restriction upon the
grid voltage is imposed by the amount of harmonic distortion that can
be tolerated. This means that the grid should not swing positive or be-
low the “knee” of the dynamic characteristic. It is then required to
determine Ry, for maximum undistorted power output, given a fixed value
of the quiescent plate voltage E;. To avoid distortion, the minimum
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Fic. 4-7. Power-amplifier operation with maximum undistorted power output.

value of the plate current must never be less than some arbitrary con-
stant I; (Fig. 4-7) determined by the curvature of the plate character-
istics. The magnitude of I; is determined by the tolerable harmonic
distortion. Summarizing, the conditions for maximum undistorted
power output are:

(1) (V2 Ey) = Ben = | Ec|
(2) tp min = I
(3) Ej is fixed.

This requirement is met practically by requiring zero d-c¢ impedance in
the plate-supply circuit, as provided by parallel feed. Now for an arbi-
trary selected value of bias voltage E, the operating point Q is deter-
mined. The maximum and minimum values of plate current and of
plate voltage, and hence also the value of the power output depend
upon the resistance of the effective plate load Ej, which determines the
slope of the a-¢ or dynamic load line. The magnitude of 7, = Iy
may be selected arbitrarily. If then an optimum load resistance is de-
termined by analysis, the resulting harmonic distortion may be checked,
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and, if a decrease in %y, is permissible, a new value of I; may be em-
ployed. The load resistance involved is optimum in the sense that it
provides maximum power output for the assumed value of I; and for
the fixed values of By, E,, and E,,. The problem of analysis, therefore,
is to determine the best value of Br to use with the given tube for the
specified conditions.

The analysis is quite straightforward and proceeds as follows: The line
iy = I, intersects characteristic ¢, = 0 at ey = E;. Let \/2 B, = Epp,
and /2 I, = Ipy. If it is assumed that the characteristics are linear
and evenly spaced, the values of E,,, and I, are as shown in Fig. 4-7.
The distance d may be expressed as

d = 2,y cot 8 = 20,7,

. Emepm
Then, Eq. 4-6 yields P, = 5 (4-9)
But By = Ey — 2Ly, — Ey (4-10)
so that, substituting in Eq. 4-9, one obtains
P, = 2(Evlpm — 2Lpm’ry — E1lym) (4-11)

In Eq. 4-11, E,, rp, and E; are constants, and P, depends upon Ip,.
The existence of a maximum value of P, may be determined by obtain-
ing the derivative of P, with respect to I,,. Thus,

AP/l pr = L(By ~ 4Lty — Ey) = 0
or Iom = (By — Ey)/4rp (4-12)

From Eq. 4-10,
Eb — El = Epm + 2Ipmrp

Since numerically Eom = IpnBL
Ey — By = Ln(By + 2r,)
Substituting in Eq. 4-12 and simplifying, one obtains
Rp = 2rp (4-13)

Maximum undistorted power output in a triode amplifier will then be
realized, according to the conditions assumed, if the load resistance is
made equal to twice the tube plate resistance. It is assumed, however,
that the rated plate dissipation will not be exceeded at zero excitation,
50 that it must be determined in practice if the operating point corre-
sponding to the assumed value of Ep can be used without exceeding
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allowable plate dissipation. If the maximum plate dissipation is speci-
fied, and no restrictions are placed on plate voltage, Nottingham ! has
shown that the optimum plate load for undistorted power output is in
the range 15 to 20 times the plate resistance.

To determine the proper value of grid bias, Eq. 4-12 may be written as

Epm/RL = (By — E1)/4rp

For Ry = 2r, E,. = (Ey — Ey)/2 (4-14)
From the equivalent circuit, and E,,, = —E,,
Ipm = _#Ec/(rp + RL) (4'15)

Since Epp = Ipmfr (neglecting phase), Eqgs. 4-14 and 4-15 may be
solved for E,. The result is

E, = ~%(By — Ey)/r (4-16)

Experience with power triodes shows that E; is approximately 0.1E;, so
that it is sufficiently accurate for a first approximation to use

E, = —0.675E/u =2 —0.7Ey/ (4-16a)

The optimum or maximum power output corresponding to Rz = 2r,
is usefully expressed in terms of E} and r,. From Eq. 4-15, at optimum
operation,

Ipw = —ull,/3rp,

and Pomax = 3lpm2+2r, = p2E2/9r, (4-17)
Use of the approximate relation of Eq. 4-16¢ for E, yields
Py max = 0.054E%/r, watts (4-17a)

the maximum power output that may be expected from a tube of re-
sistance r, operating at a plate voltage of E;. Actually, because of the
approximations necessary in its derivation, Eq. 4-17¢ should be con-
sidered as an optimistic approximation of the maximum power output.

4-4. Theoretical Efficiency

If triode plate characteristics were perfectly straight lines, then I; in
Fig. 4-7 would be zero, and I,,, would be equal to I3. This would be the
ideal situation, and, although the conditions are theoretical, the plate-
circuit efficiency determined by assuming straight-line characteristics is
of value because it provides information as to the maximum possible

1Wayne B. Nottingham, Optimum Conditions for Maximum Power in Class A
Amplifiers, Proc. IRE, 29, 620 (1941).
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theoretical efficiency of a triode power amplifier. Reference to Fig. 4-7
shows that the efficiency is (for I; = 0, straight-line characteristics)

Np = Epmlpm/2E Iy (4-18)

according to Eq. 4-7. For series feed, the d-¢ loss in the load resistor
must be considered, so that Ew, = Ep + [pRr. Since I = I, for I
= 0, then I,R; = E,,, and

Mo = Epm/Z(Eb + Epm) (4‘19)

If the plate characteristics are all straight lines, then that for which e,
= 0 would be expected to pass through the origin so that E; = 0.
Equation 4-10 may then be written as

Eb = Epm —,— 2Ibrp
so that the efficiency may be expressed as
M = pm/ 2(2Epm + 2I b"'p)

which may be simplified by dividing numerator and denominator by
E,». Finally for the series-fed amplifier, the theoretical plate-circuit
efficiency becomes

1

T 41 + r/Rr)

The maximum possible plate-circuit efficiency of the series-fed amplifier
1s, according to Eq. 4-20, 0.25, or 25 per cent. For the optimum power
output with fixed E,, r, = Ri, and the upper limit of the plate-circuit
efficiency is 12.5 per cent. Actual plate-circuit efficiencies are usually
less than 10 per cent.

A considerable improvement in plate-circuit efficiency may be realized
by using parallel feed, thereby practically eliminating the d-¢ loss due
to the quiescent or average value of plate current. For parallel feed,
Eyy, = B3, and Eq. 4-18 becomes, with Iy = I,

M = pm/2Eb
Again using Eq. 4-10, with E; = 0,
_ Epn _ 1
 9(Eym + 2Iry)  2(1 + 2r,/RL)

For parallel feed, the maximum possible theoretical plate-circuit effi-
ciency is, from Eq. 4-21, 50 per cent. For the optimum conditions of
maximum undistorted power output, Bz, = 2r,, the value of 4, drops to
25 per cent. It should be noted that the maximum value of theoretical

Np (4-20)

Tp (4-21)
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plate-circuit efficiency corresponds to infinite load resistance and there-
fore to zero output power. Actual values of plate-circuit efficiency at
optimum conditions are around 20 per cent.

4-5. Optimum Operation of Power Pentodes and Beam Tubes

As shown in Chapter 2, the amplification factor is much higher for
pentodes than for triodes whereas the grid-plate transconductance g,
is of the same order of magnitude. The shape of the static characteris-
tics of pentodes is such that a much greater range of alternating plate
voltage swing is available, so that both the power output and the plate-
circuit efficiency are greater for pentodes than for triodes. Pentodes,
however, introduce greater harmonic distortion than triodes, and, since
the minimum distortion is comparatively high, it is harmonic distortion
rather than maximum power output that determines the optimum load
resistance for pentode power amplifiers. It is important to note that the
definition of optimum operation for a triode cannot be used for either
beam or pentode power amplifiers because of the change in shape of the
plate characteristics. In fact, Bz is usually a small fraction of r, for
best operation.

It was shown in Chapter 2, Section 2-11, that the second-harmonic
amplitude B, in pentode amplifiers can be reduced to zero by a proper
choice of load resistance. This value of load resistance is a first approxi-
mation to the optimum value for a single tube but does not yield maxi-
mum power output. Since minimum distortion is the determining
factor, the optimum load resistance is approximately that for which
B, = 0. The best value of Ry is most easily determined experimen-
tally, If determined by computation, the approach is a method of suc-
cessive approximations beginning with the assumption of a value of
Ty max Dear the knee of the e, = 0 pentode plate characteristic. The
allowable plate dissipation then determines a trial value of E;, since
P, = Ey(fymax/2). A value of grid bias E, is then chosen, and a trial
Ry, is determined by the operating point and the value of 4 5,z on the
e, = 0 characteristic. If the value of I3 at the operating point differs
appreciably from 7y ,,,/2, the process is repeated. For each trial Ry,
the harmonie distortion and the value of P, are computed, and curves
are plotted to show the best combination of values. Unfortunately,
maximum P, does not coincide with minimum harmonic distortion.

The variation of P, with Rz, is casily understood if the power output
equation
_ (eb max — €b min) (Zb max 'ib min)

8

P,

is interpreted with the help of a set of pentode plate characteristics and
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Fra. 4-8. Typical power-pentode static characteristics and load lines.

a load line, as shown in Fig. 4-8. The slope of the load line corresponds
to Ry = 4000 ohms. The second-harmonic plate-current amplitude,
assuming an operating point of Ej = 250 volts, B, = —10 volts, and a
grid swing of 10 volts, is approximately

102 + 20 — 2(56) 10
By — 2T 20~ 280 19
4 4

and By = §(ib max + %039 — Tb(—3p — %6 min)
= 1(102 4+ 79 — 37 — 20) = 125 = 41.6 ma

The per cent second-harmonic distortion is (B,/B;) X 100 or 6 per
cent. Since

€b max — €b min 396 — 68 328

2 2 2
164(41.6 X 1073
P - ( )

Y = 3.4 watts
2

= 164 volts
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If now Pz is increased to 6000 ohms, 7y mi, = 20 ma remains constant,
but 7, max decreases to 91 ma. The plate swing increases, however, so
that the power output is increased to approximately 3.8 watts, but the
per cent second-harmonic distortion is now <1 per cent. If Ry is in-
creased to 7000 ohms, P, is slightly increased, but the second-harmonic
distortion is about 3.6 per cent. Evidently, Bz = 6000 ohms is reason-
ably close to the optimum value.

In connection with Fig. 4-8, it is important to notice that the value
of ey min becomes quite small as By increases. It will be remembered
from Chapter 2 that the screen grid current is high for very low plate
voltages, so that there is danger of exceeding the rated screen dissipation by
ustng high values of load resistance. It is important to remember that
for pentodes or tetrodes the plate voltage must never be suddenly re-
moved or greatly reduced unless the screen voltage is first removed be-
cause the flow of electrons to the screen may destroy the tube.

The same considerations as to optimum operation apply to beam-
power amplifier tubes as to pentodes. The beam-power tubes have more
nearly linear characteristics over a wider region of the plate diagram
than pentodes and so are capable of delivering larger power output with
less distortion than pentodes of equivalent size. Both pentodes and
beam-power tubes are frequently operated in push—~pull to reduce har-
monic distortion. Choice of load resistance is then influenced by the
requirement of minimum third-harmonic distortion.

4-6. Class-AB Power Amplifiers

Because serious distortion would otherwise result, class-AB audio-
frequency amplifiers are always operated push—pull. The composite
characteristics of triodes in push—pull class-A operation are nearly
straight, parallel, evenly spaced lines, as shown in Fig. 3-26. Composite
characteristics for the same tubes operating class AB have been drawn
in Fig. 4-9, and, although the curves have been drawn as straight lines,
some points obtained by the graphical method deseribed in Section 3-12
fall slightly off the lines. However, operation is almost linear and the
distortion is small, since even harmonics are eliminated by the push—pull
connection. Because of the symmetry of the composite characteristics,
the maximum instantaneous value of the composite current is equal to
the negative of the minimum value, oF % max = —%bmin; (39 = —b(— 35
and, since I, = 0, the harmonic-amplitude equations of Section 2-10
become, for the composite current,

BO = Bg = B4 = 0
By = 3ty max + %o03p) (4-22)
B3 = %(’Lb max 2ib(%))
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Application of these relations to Fig. 4-9 shows that the third-harmonic
distortion is very small.

Composite characteristics for positive grid swings have been drawn
for two 6L6 beam-power amplifier tubes in push—pull, class-AB opera-
tion, and are shown in Fig. 4-10. Although not straight lines, the com-
posite characteristics are more evenly spaced than the individual char-
acteristics, and the distortion is small. The composite characteristic
for e, = 20 volts differs very little from the individual E.; = 0 charac-
teristic. Although the composite quiescent plate current I is zero, the
individual quiescent plate currents are not zero. It was shown that the
even harmonics are present in the mid-tap-to-cathode return, a—K, of
Fig. 3-19. In case a biasing resistor is used in class-AB operation, a by-
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pass condenser must be used, if feedback effects are to be avoided, al-
though no condenser is necessary in class-A; push-pull operation. In
the biasing resistor of the class-AB-operated push—pull amplifier, the
biasing current is Iy ,v; = Is; + By at maximum excitation, where B,
is the d-c component resulting from distortion. The grid bias, therefore,
increases at high values of signal voltage, so that the distortion also in-
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Fia. 4-10. Individual and composite static characteristics for two type-6L6 beam
tetrodes in push—pull operation. Eq = —20 volts, By = 375 volts.

creases with the excitation, requiring that the bias resistor must be
selected approximately as though the operation were to be limiting
class A.*

Because of the greater grid bias of class-AB operation, the operating
plate current is smaller, and the operating plate voltage may be in-
creased without exceeding the limiting plate dissipation. The result is
a greater power output at higher efficiency. The power supplied to the
tube increases with the signal voltage E, for fixed Eyp, and, since the
power to the load also increases, the plate dissipation (which is the dif-
ference between the input to the tube and the output) may either in-
crease or decrease. In class-AB operation, P, generally increases with
E,. It will be remembered that the reverse is true for class-A operation.

* By limiting class-A operation is meant that 4 = 0 for the most negative value
of instantaneous grid voltage.
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4-7. Optimum Class-A; and AB; Push~Pull Operation

For push—pull operation in either class A; or AB; for triodes where
the composite plate characteristics are equally spaced parallel straight
lines, Fig. 4-11 applies. Since the distortion is justifiably neglected, and
the output transformer is assumed to be ideal, the power output is given
by P, = $Epmlpm, and the grid swing may have any value from zero to

ip

= =E.= egmax

€p

Fia. 4-11. Composite static plate characteristics and load line for & push-pull triode
amplifier.

the magnitude of the grid bias. Then, from Fig. 4-11,
d = Iy, cot8 = 1,,Rp

where R., is the reciprocal of the slope of the composite characteristics,
and is usually obtained from the slope of the ¢, = 0 characteristic. The
maximum plate swing from quiescence is then

Epm = (Eb - El - Imecp) (4‘23)
so that P, = 3By — E1 — LynRep)lpm (4-24)

Tt is evident from Eq. 4-24 and Fig. 4-11 that P, depends upon I,, and
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therefore upon the slope of the load line. For maximum P,,
APo/dlpm = 5(Epy — By — 2IpmRep) = 0

E, - K,

or I
P 2R,

(4-25)

If the effective load resistance is R;/, then E,, = I,,R:/, and, from
Eq. 4-23,
Ey— Ey = (B + Rep) (4-26)

If Eq. 4-26 is substituted in Eq. 4-25, the result is
RL, = ch (4:—27)

Therefore, for either class-A; or AB; push—pull operation of triodes the
optimum operating load resistor is that for which the slope of the com-
posite load line is equal numerically to the slope of the composite static
characteristics, or

(N1/N2)?Rr, = Rep (4-28)

where B is the actual secondary load resistance.

In push—pull amplifiers using power pentodes or beam tetrodes, the
optimum load resistance is determined by distortion in about the same
way as for the single-tube power amplifier. The effective resistance
should be such that the composite load line intersects the composite
characteristic for maximum grid swing in the vicinity of the knee of the
curve.

PROBLEMS

4-1. A type-10 power-amplifier triode is used in a circuit like that of Fig. 4-1 ex-
cept that fixed bias is used. The tube and circuit constants are: 7, = 5000 ohms,
u = 8, Rr, = 10,000 ohms, Ep, = 630 volts, E. = —30 volts.

(a) Locate the operating point (Ep, Is), assuming fixed bias.

() For a grid swing of Egn, = 30 volts, determine the per cent second-harmonie
distortion and the output voltage and power.

(¢) Compute the plate dissipation and the plate-circuit efficiency.

(d) If parallel feed is used as in Fig. 4-3, find the new value of Ey so that the same
operating point and load line may be used as in parts @ and b. Assume an ideal choke
and condenser.

(¢) Compute the power output, plate dissipation, and plate-circuit efficiency for
the shunt-feed system.

4-2. The power stage of a voltage amplifier uses a 2A3 triode operating at Ep =
250 volts, B, = —45 volts. If E;n = 45 volts, compute the second-harmonic dis-
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tortion, the power output, and the average or direct plate current for the following
values of load resistance:

(a) Rr = 400 ohms

(b) RBr = 800 ohms

(¢) Rr = 1600 ohms

(d) Rr = 3200 ohms

4-3. Given: Ti, a type 6C5, u = 20, r, = 10,000, Rr; = 50,000, B; + Ry =
100,000, B; = 5000. Reactances of all condensers negligible. T2, a type 45, o =

: ] :
Cy
By
T By T,
N,
IC’\S Ry a Ry | Rep

W Ty I P T F

+

Fia. P4-3.

3.5, 7, = 1600, N1/Ng = 2, Rrs = 800 ohms. For the transformer, wL; and wLg
are much greater than the winding resistances.

(a) If Ty operates at B, = —8 volts, Iy = 4 ma, and Ts operates at E, = —50
volts, Iy = 34 ma, By = 250 volts, find: R, Beo; Erpi, Erse.

(») Draw the equivalent a-c¢ circuit.

(¢) For Eg = 5 volts, find the input voltage to the second stage and the gain of
the first stage. Do not neglect the feedback in finding the gain.

4-4. In the circuit of problem 4-3, compute the output power of the final stage,
the plate-circuit efficiency of each tube, and the plate dissipation of each tube.
Assume that distributed capacitance in the transformer may be neglected.

4-5. A power-amplifier stage consists of a 25A6 power pentode with an effective
load resistance of 4000 ohms operating with Hp = 135 volts, Ea = —20 volts,
E; = 135 volts; r, = 36,000 ohms, g» = 2450 micromhos. Determine the output
power, plate dissipation, and plate-circuit efficiency if the tube is transformer-
coupled to the load resistance through an ideal transformer, and Eg. (sinusoidal) is
20 volts.

4-6. Determine the best value of load resistance to be used with the amplifier of
problem 4-5 by computing power output, d-c components and total harmonic dis-
tortions up to the third, and plate-circuit efficiencies for the following effective values
of load resistance: 2000, 4000, 6000, 8000, 10,000, and 12,000 ohms. Tabulate and
plot the results.

4-7. Determine the proper value of load resistance to be used with a power-ampli-
fier stage in which the tube is a 616 operating with a fixed bias of Ey = —15 volts,
Ep = 250 volts, B, = 250 volts. The load is coupled to the tube through an ideal
transformer of turns ratio 2 to 1 stepdown (tube to load). It is desired that the
load resistance be chosen so that the second-harmonic amplitude Bs will be zero.
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For this value of load resistance and with E,, = 15 volts, compute: (a) the funda-
mental and third-harmonic amplitudes, (b) the d-¢ component of plate current,
(¢) the fundamental and total power outputs, (d) the plate dissipation and plate-cir-
cuit efficiency.

4-8. Two 6F6 power pentodes are connected in push—pull and operated class ABs.
The plate-supply voltage is 400 volts, E; = —25 volts, E = 250 volts, and the
peak value of the sinusoidal input voltage, grid to cathode is 35 volts. The trans-
former is assumed to be ideal and has a turns ratio, tube to load, of 2 to 1.

(a) Prepare a set of composite plate characteristics.

(b)) Obtain a composite dynamic characteristic for each of three values of effec-
tive plate-to-plate load resistance as follows: 5000 ohms, 10,000 ohms, and 20,000
ohms.

(c) For each load resistance of part b compute the per cent third-harmonic dis-
tortion, the d-c supply current, and the power output.

4-9. Two 2A3 triodes are connected in push—pull and operated class AB,, at Ej
= 300 volts, E. = —60 volts. What should be the value of load resistance for
maximum undistorted power output if the ideal output transformer has a stepdown
turns ratio of 3 to 1.

4-10. Design an audio-frequency amplifier to deliver a minimum of 5 watts to a
250-ohm load if the maximum input signal voltage is 0.2 volt. Draw the complete
circuit, and compute all circuit constants. Discuss the expected behavior of your
amplifier as to efficiency and distortion.

4-11. Two 6F6 pentodes are connected in push-pull and operated class AB from
a 350-volt power supply. The grid bias is —25 volts, screen voltage 250 volts.

(@) Draw the composite static characteristics.

(b) Calculate output power, plate dissipation, and plate-circuit efficiency for a
plate-to-plate load resistance of 10,000 ohms, peak signal voltage, grid to ground
of 40 volts.



CHAPTER 5

GAS-FILLED TUBES
AS CIRCUIT ELEMENTS

THE ELECTRON TUBES DESCRIBED IN THE CIRCUIT APPLICATIONS OF
preceding chapters have been high-vacuum tubes. The vacuum in a
high-vacuum tube is desirably as high as possible, although it is prob-
able that many high-vacuum tubes of the receiving type operate quite
satisfactorily at pressures of the order of 10™° millimeter of mercury.
The residual gas pressure for high-vacuum tubes should be less than
10~% mm of mercury.

It is the objective of the present chapter to present the gas-filled elec-
tron tube as a circuit element. The extremely interesting and highly
important internal physics of the gas-filled tube will be ignored—as was
done in the case of the high-vacuum tube—until the behavior of the
tube has been described in terms of simple current and voltage measure-
ments made at the available external tube terminals. Then, after hav-
ing achieved at least a degree of familiarity with the circuit behavior
of both vacuum and gas-filled tubes, the student should find that a
more extended analysis into the internal physical behavior of electron
tubes in general will serve to answer a number of important questions
which will have occurred to him and will enable him to use and to select
tubes for specific applications with considerable assurance.

5-1. Effect of Gas upon the Diode Characteristic

Essentially the addition of certain gases to the envelope of a high-
vacuum electron tube converts the tube from a variable resistance to a
switch. Relatively few gases are satisfactory for the purpose, and the
gases commonly used are mercury vapor, and the inert gases helium,
argon, neon, krypton, and zenon. Hydrogen has been used for some
applications. Many gases cannot be used because they “poison” the
oxide-coated cathodes used in most tubes, reducing the available emis-
sion current. Gas pressures used in gas-filled tubes are roughly in the
range 0.003 to 0.2 mm of mercury.

The fact that low-pressure gas added to the envelope of a high-vacuum

168
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diode gives to the tube the properties of a switch may be very briefly
explained. The diode characteristic shown in Chapter 1 (Fig. 1-2) is
typiecal of the high-vacuum diode, and of the triode for a constant grid
voltage. If the anode voltage (Fig. 1-2) is increased sufficiently to draw
to the anode all of the available emission current from the cathode, the
diode characteristic curve would flatten horizontally at this voltage and
would remain flat at higher voltages since additional current is not
available. This behavior is illustrated
in Fig. 5-1, where the current is shown
as emission limited at a voltage ey . .
The cathode of the tube opcrates at a  |'®
fixed heater voltage, and therefore just
as much current is available at anode
voltages, less than e, as at voltages |
greater than e;’. As previously stated }
the anode current is a definite function e’
of the anode voltage for values of Fic. 5-1. Emission limitation of
ey < e’”. It suffices for present pur- anode-current, high-vacuum di-
poses to state that electrons emitted ode.

from the hot cathode at low anode volt-

ages do not all proceed to the anode because the electrons already on
their way to the anode exert large repulsive forces on electrons very
near the cathode, forcing many of them to return to the cathode.
This effect is described by saying that the current is limited by space
charge. Thus, in Fig. 5-1, the anode current is limited by space charge
for voltages less than e,”, and by the ability of the cathode to emit
electrons at its operating temperature for voltages greater than e’
The region between e’ and e’ is a transition region between the two
conditions.

If now mercury vapor is added to the high-vacuum tube, enough
mercury atoms are ionized by electron collision to provide the positive
ions which neutralize the electron space charge. Such neutralization is
possible because the positive ions move very slowly compared with the
electrons and move toward the negative cathode. The restraining
effect of electron space charge upon electron flow from the cathode is
removed at very low voltages, of the order of 10 to 20 volts for mercury,
and the full emission current is made available at 10 or 20 volts instead
of 400 volts. As soon as the anode voltage is increased enough to pro-
vide the necessary positive ions, the full cathode emission current sud-
denly becomes available. Thus the diode behaves as a switch, open for
anode voltage less than the eritical value, closed for anode voltages
equal to or greater than the critical value.

leb
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B-2. Volt-Ampere Characteristics of the Gas-Filled Diode

Two or three general classifications of gas-filled diodes are in general
use, depending upon the mechanism of electron release at the cathode.
For present use, the tubes will be classified as cold-cathode or as hot-
cathode tubes. The characteristic of a typical cold-cathode gas-filled
diode is shown in Fig. 5-2. The tube begins to conduct at around 120
volts, but, after the tube “fires,” the operating range of plate current
extends from 5 to 30 or 35 ma at an anode voltage of 105 volts. The
flow of current in the tube is accompanied by a luminous discharge of
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Fie. 5-2. Plate-current-plate-voltage characteristic of the VR-105 cold-cathode tube,

color depending upon the nature of the gas used. The particular value
of current after discharge is initiated depends not at all upon the tube
but upon the external cireuit. It is therefore necessary to include suffi-
clent circuit impedance in series with the tube to limit the current to
values within its rating.

The constant voltage drop V, across the gas tube during conduction
is 105 volts for the cold-cathode tube of Fig. 5-2. The particular value
of V, for a given tube depends upon the tube design and the nature of
the gas used. The thermionic or hot-cathode gas tube differs from the
cold-cathode tube particularly in the magnitude of V, and the respec-~
tive current ratings. A typical mercury-vapor diode characteristic for
a hot-cathode tube is shown in Fig. 5-3. The tube drop V, is 15 volts
over the entire operating range of plate current.

Cold-cathode tubes are also referred to as glow-discharge tubes. The
discharge in hot-cathode tubes is known as an arc discharge. The
mechanism of electron release at the cathode accounts for the differ-
ences in V, between glow and arc tubes.

Cold-cathode glow-discharge tubes are quite rugged and are being
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designed for switching operations in communication applications to
have an operating life of 10 to 20 years. The hot-cathode arc-discharge
tube is not so durable because of its heated cathode. The cathode coat-
ing used for hot-cathode tubes is nearly always a barium or strontium
or mixed barium and strontium oxide coating. It is found experimen-
tally that oxide coatings can withstand ionic bombardment from mer-
cury ions without damage if V, remains below about 22 volts. If suffi-
cient electron emission from a heated cathode is available before the
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F1g. 5-3. Characteristic of a hot-cathode mercury-vapor diode.

application of plate voltage, the tube drop quickly falls to 10 or 15 volts
when anode voltage is applied. However, if the cathode has not been
given sufficient time to reach the rated emission temperature, the avail-
able current may not be sufficient to provide the arc discharge when
anode voltage is applied, and, since the characteristic V, for a glow dis-
charge is considerably in excess of the safe value of 22 volts, the cathode
may be destroyed. Therefore, the manufacturer always specifies a
preliminary heating time for hot-cathode gas tubes to ensure adequate
emission before the application of plate voltage.

5-3. Rating of Gas-Filled Diodes

Gas-filled diodes are designed primarily for rectifier service. The cir-
cuit of a half-wave rectifier is shown in Fig. 5-4, in which Ry is the load
resistor, and the inductance L and capacitor C are used to filter the d-c
output across the load. The dot near the cathode indicates that the
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tube is gas-filled. The tube conducts only when the anode is positive
and must be designed to hold the circuit open against the inverse peak
voltage of the transformer secondary winding when the anode is nega-
tive. Such tubes are given the following ratings by the manufacturers:

1. Filament or heater current and voltage and filament heating time
before the application of anode voltage.

2. Tube voltage drop, or the voltage across the tube, anode to cath-
ode, when conducting. The exact value of this voltage cannot be speci-
fied since it is found to vary with the age of the tube. For a mercury-
vapor tube, it is usually between 10 and 20 volts, and may be assumed
to be 15 volts in computation of circuit behavior.

Fia. 5-4. Circuit of a half-wave rectifier, with filter.

3. The maximum instantancous anode current is specified, and is
usually about four or more times the maximum average anode current.
A direct current equal to the maximum average anode current may be
continuously delivered by the tube without injury provided that the
maximum values of the peaks of the current wave during the conduct-
ing period are not in excess of the maximum instantaneous anode cur-
rent rating. The maximum time of averaging the anode current is
specified by the manufacturer. For example, the 323A Western Elec-
tric mercury-vapor-and-argon-filled tube is rated 1.5 amp maximum
average anode current with time of averaging 5 sec or less. The maxi-
mum instantaneous anode current is 6.0 amp. If 2.5 amp flow for
3 sec and no current flows for 2 sec of the 5, the average current will be
(3-2.5)/5 = 1.5 amp over the 5 sec; if 5 amp flow for 1.5 sec of each
5 sec, Iy = (5-1.5)/56 = 1.5 amp. However, if 6 amp flow for 5 sec,
and the current is zero for 15 sec, and this cycle of operations is repeated,
the average current is (5:6)/20 = 1.5 amp over the 20-sec period of
the cycle, but the tube rating is greatly exceeded, since during the maxi-
mum time of averaging the anode current (5 sec) the average anode
current is (5:6)/5 = 6 amp. Fundamentally, the rating of tubes like
other electrical apparatus, depends upon the ability of the tube to rid
itself of the heat generated at anode or grid. In the example quoted,
the approximate rated tube voltage drop is 15 volts. If the tube oper-
ates on the 5-amp 1.5-sec, O0-amp 3.5-sec cycle, the number of joules or
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watt-seconds of energy dissipation at the anode in 20 sec would be
5(15)(1.5)(4) = 450 watt-seconds. For the 6-amp 5-sec, O-amp 15-sec
cycle, the plate energy dissipation in 20 see is 6(15)(5)-1 = 450 joules.
The total energy involved is the same in each case, but the maximum
rate at which heat energy may be radiated, conducted, or convected
away from the anode of this tube is (1.5)(15) = 22.5 joules per second,
according to its rating. For the 5-1.5, 0-3.5 cycle, the average rate is
not exceeded over the 5-, or over the 20-sec interval, but in the 6-5,
0-15 cycle, the average dissipation rate is 6-15 = 90 joules per second
over the first 5 sec. As the anode may be expected to get rid. of only
22.5 joules per second during this interval, heat accumulates and the
probable result would be the cracking of the glass envelope around the
base, and the loss of the tube.

4. The maximum inverse peak voltage is the maximum instantaneous
voltage that the tube may be expected to withstand without breakdown
when the anode is negative. For the 323A previously mentioned, this
rating is 500 volts.

5. Deionization time is the time required for recombination of ions
with electrons after the anode voltage becomes negative. For the West-
ern Electric 323A, the nominal deionization time is 1000 usec. If the
anode voltage applied to a 323A connected as in Fig. 5-4 is 2201/2 sin
377t, the inverse voltage at { = ¢; + 1073 is (for 377t; = = rad)

e = 2204/2 sin (r + 0.377)
—2204/2 sin 0.377 = —115 volts

This voltage might be sufficiently high to initiate a glow discharge in the
reverse direction if sufficient ions remained in the tube. It is obvious
that the deionization time will limit the frequency at which the tube
will operate successfully as a rectifier.

5-4. Three-Electrode Gas-Filled Tubes

Two types of gas-filled triodes are in common use. The grid-glow
tube operates with a cold cathode and a glow discharge, the thyratron
with a heated cathode and an arc discharge. Grid control is, in each
case, limited to the selection of the particular value of anode voltage at
which glow or arc will be initiated between cathode and anode. After
ignition or breakdown occurs, the grid becomes surrounded by a sheath
of positive ions so that its field does not extend beyond the sheath, and
the grid has no control over anode current. It merely controls the
voltage at which current begins to flow and serves as the “trigger” that
‘“fires” the tube. The same statement applies somewhat less emphati-



174 GAS-FILLED TUBES AS CIRCUIT ELEMENTS Ch. 5

cally to grid-glow tubes. For both grid-glow tubes and thyratrons an
additional rating is necessary—the maximum instantaneous forward
voltage, which is the maximum positive anode voltage for which the
grid can prevent the ignition of glow or are.

The structure of a typical thyratron is illustrated by the sketches of
Fig. 5-5. The cathode shown in b is of the inward-radiating type, open
only at the top, and heated indirectly by a heater element in the inner

E Anode
| = ! Coated
surfaces
B
r )
Cathode
\ = cup or
Cathode 2 container
| L
A
(a) Assembly, with (b) Cathode structure
grid and anode
sectioned

F1e. 5-5. Typical electrode arrangement in a thyratron.

cylinder. The outside of the inner cylinder, the vanes, and the inside
of the outer cylinder are coated with a highly emissive oxide layer.
The assembly of anode, grid, and cathode given in Fig. 5-5a shows that
the grid almost completely shields the cathode and is a hollow cylinder
with a baffle between anode and cathode. For decreasing the deioniza-
tion time, thyratron grids frequently are made with regularly spaced
lattice-work openings in the grid to allow ion recombination in the cooler
regions as quickly as possible after arc extinction.

.b-6. Glow Tubes and Applications

Construction and ratings of glow tubes are so very different for the
various applications that few general statements can be made. Such
tubes are used as light sources, voltage regulators, rectifiers, relaxation
oscillators, and as circuit-protective devices. The neon-sign tube is a
glow tube used as a light source, as are the glow tubes of the strobotac.
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A very important application of glow tubes is voltage regulation.
The d-¢ supply voltage of Fig. 5-6 may be slightly variable as a result
of line or source regulation. A series resistor and voltage-regulator tube

+ R

VWV~

D-c
Load
supply % resistance

F1g. 5-6. Glow tube used as a voltage regulator.

are connected as shown. The regulation characteristic of the tube is
shown in Fig. 5-2. Since the anode voltage remains practically con-
stant for a wide range of current, the voltage across the load resistor
will remain constant. If, for example, there is a small increase of the
supply voltage, the increase in current will flow

through the tube, the voltage across the load re- Anode

sistor remaining fixed. 7 Cathode
The electrode arrangement of the glow tube of I

Fig. 5-2, the type-VR-105, is shown in Fig. 5-7.
The starting voltage in these tubes may be
greatly reduced by providing a projection extend-
ing from the cathode almost to the anode. As .

. . Fi1G. 5-7. Typical elec-
current increases, progressively larger areas of | .. arrangement in &
the cathode (outer cylinder) become covered with glow tube.
glow.

A glow tube connected in parallel with a circuit element serves to
protect that element from voltages higher than its voltage rating. The
breakdown voltage of the glow tube should be-approximately the upper
limit of the voltage rating of the device to be protected, and the normal
voltage across the tube should be too low to maintain the glow discharge.

In the circuit of Fig. 5-8, a glow tube is shown connected as a relaxa-
tion oscillator. When the switch S is first closed, the capacitor C begins
to charge through resistance R, and the voltage e across tube and capaci-
tor rises until the ignition potential of the tube is reached. At this volt-
age the tube breaks down, the capacitor discharges through the tube
until the voltage e, falls to a value insufficient to maintain the discharge;
at this instant the glow disappears, and the voltage e, begins to rise again.
This behavior is shown in Fig. 5-9, in which the voltage across the capaci-
tor is plotted against time. Since the voltage ¢, is a transient voltage at
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the terminals of a charging or discharging capacitor, it is not difficult
to obtain an approximate formula for the frequency of oscillation. The

+ .
——— AW
R
——
D-c supply e, == .
C 4
o /
- S

Fic. 5-8. Relaxation oscillator cireuit.

charging current may be expressed as
1 =dg/dt = C de./dt
and, if £ = the d-c supply voltage, then

E = RC de,/dt + e, (5-1)
The solution of Eq. 5-1, with zero initial capacitor voltage, is
e, = E(1 — ¢ V&S (5-2)

If the discharge time is neglected, the frequency of the oscillation ob-

€c

V2 Ignition potential, E

i

t

F1a. 5-9. Saw-tooth wave form of a relaxation oscillator.

tained from Eq. 5-2 and from Fig. 5-9 is

1
f = ——— (5-3)

E —E,
RCIn

i
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where E; and E, are, respectively, the ignition and extinction potentials
of the tube.

It is important that the charging rate of the B—C circuit of Fig. 5-8
be slow enough relative to the discharge rate of the capacitor through
the tube that the voltage ¢, will quickly fall below the value required to
maintain the glow. Otherwise, the voltage of the capacitor may reach
a steady value intermediate between E, and E; while the current
through R is conducted continuously through the tube. In such a case
the capacitor is said to “block” the oscillation. Blocking is avoided by
choosing R large enough that the available continuous current through
the tube when conducting is not large enough to maintain the discharge.

Frequency of the oscillation is controllable, according to Eq. 5-3, by
adjusting the product RC. The oscillation frequency can be made ex-
tremely small, as low as a fraction of & cycle per minute, or high enough
to be in the upper audio range where deionization time imposes an
upper limit on the frequency.

The wave shape of the relaxation oscillator is controllable by adjust-
ing the voltage of the supply circuit. If a linear rise of potential before
breakdown is desired, a high potential is used so that breakdown occurs
relatively low down on the e, vs. ¢ curve.*

5-6. Arc Tubes and Applications

In tubes designed to carry relatively high currents—several amperes
—at low tube voltages, arcs rather than glows are required. Arc dis-
charges are obtainable by providing, as previously mentioned, a source
of electrons at the cathode. Two types of electron source are in com-
mon use. These are the thermionic, oxide-coated cathode, and the
mercury-pool cathode. Thermionie cathodes are used for rectifier and
special control tubes carrying currents ranging from a few milliamperes
to several amperes. The mercury-pool tube is a very rugged device
capable of supplying hundreds of amperes but requiring special are-
initiating devices, all of which are designed to initiate or maintain what
is called a cathode spot upon the surface of the mercury. Although an
adequate and universally accepted explanation of the mechanism of
electron emission from a cathode spot is still to be found, it is known
that such a spot is capable of delivering almost unlimited currents. In
the large metal-tank, mercury-are power rectifiers used in supplying
large amounts of d-¢ power in electric traction, elevator, and other simi-
lar applications, a special auxiliary anode is required to operate con-
tinuously to maintain the cathode spot. A number of anodes, one or

* A linear rise of condenser voltage may also be obtained by using a pentode in-
stead of resistance R. This is referred to in the problems.
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more for each phase of a three-phase system, are commonly operated
from the same pool. It is the function of the auxiliary anode or ‘keep-
alive” circuit to maintain the cathode spot at all times. The operating
characteristics of this type of rectifier will be described further in
Chapter 7.

The efliciency of a tube depends upon its energy dissipation. With
their almost completely enclosed and inward-radiating ecathodes and
their low tube drop, the mercury-vapor arc tubes are the most efficient
of the gas-discharge tubes.

Applications of the arc tubes are extremely numerous, and only a few
fundamental applications will be selected for discussion. These include
rectifiers, control applications, and inverters.

5-7. Tungar Rectifiers

The tungar rectifier is a two-electrode, gas-filled tube using a thermi-
onic cathode and differing from other rectifiers in one important feature
—the use of a relatively high-pressure gas, usually argon, or argon—
mercury vapor. The gas pressure is usually between 1 and 5 mm of
mercury. The cathode is a very heavy filament of thoriated or oxide-
coated tungsten, operated at high temperature to provide the large
currents—6 to 8 amp—required in battery charging, which is the
principal application of these tubes. It is the function of the high-
pressure gas in the tube to retard the evaporation of the coating of the
filament, as well as to supply the ions required for removing the limita-
tion due to space charge.

5-8. Thyratron Characteristics and D-C Control

The grid of the thyratron has only “trigger” control over anode cur-
rent. The adjustment of grid bias serves to select a particular value of
anode voltage at which the tube fires. When direct anode voltages are
used, the grid may be biased to hold the anode circuit open, and a sep-
arate circuit may be employed to control the bias such that the tube
fires as the result of some event actuating the grid-control circuit.
Before giving circuit diagrams and specific examples, it is necessary to
examine the grid-control characteristics of typical thyratrons. In Fig.
5-10 are the grid-control curves for a typical negative-grid thyratron,
the Westinghouse WL-631. Similar characteristics for a positive-grid
thyratron, the General Electric FG-33 are shown in Fig. 5-11. In the
latter tube, shielding of the anode by the grid is complete enough that
positive grid voltage is required to fire the tube. A tube in which the
type of grid-control characteristic, positive or negative, may be selected
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is illustrated in Fig. 5-12. This is a four-electrode gas tube known as a
shield-grid thyratron. The sketch was drawn from a Westinghouse
WIL-632 tube. A few control charac-
Anode teristics for this tube are shown in
Fig. 5-13.
When direct voltages are used on
thyratron anodes, the grid loses
/ﬁm N control after triggering the tube, and,

4

|srarsssdorssrorss]

if the anode current is to be re-
it~ control  duced to zero, the anode circuit must
= gid  be opened either by a switch or by
electrical means. Means of d-¢ con-
trol vary in the methods used to
interrupt the anode current, but
most of these methods employ the
voltage of a capacitor to apply a
momentary positive voltage at the
cathode with respect to the anode,
preventing electrons from leaving
i the cathode long enough for deioni-
Fic. 5-12. Electrode arrangement of 'Zation to take place, and for the grid
a shield-grid thyratron. to regain control. One such circuit
is that of Fig. 5-14. When switch
8; closes, the grid voltage becomes zero, and the tube fires. The cur-
rent through R; is given by

iy = (E—V,)/Ry (5-4)

Shield
grid

v maral

Cathode
container

where V, is the tube drop when conducting. The current through R,
can be obtained by solving the circuit equation

E=Ryst+e+7V, (5-5)

since 73 = C de,/dt, where e, is the instantaneous potential across the
capacitor terminals. The resulting value of 7z is given by

E-V,

Ry

iy = e t/R:C (5-6)
The charging current 75 flows through the tube in the forward direction
from anode to cathode, and the ultimate voltage across the capacitor
will be just that across Ry, or E — V,. If switch Sy closes after the
capacitor charging current has become approximately zero, the full
voltage of the capacitor, (E — V,), is impressed across the tube, but,
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since terminal 2 is positive, terminal 1 negative, the anode becomes
negative with respect to the cathode; the cathode emission current is
held at the positive cathode, deionization occurs, and the anode current
is interrupted. Meanwhile, if S; has been opened, the grid regains con-
trol, provided that the anode voltage does not reach the reignition value

Fia. 5-15. Capacitor voltage versus time curve for the circuit of Fig. 5-14.

before sufficient deionization has occurred. With S, closed and the tube
not conducting, the capacitor begins to charge in the opposite direction
through S; and ultimately would reach the supply potential E, with
terminal 1 positive. A graph of capacitor voltage versus time for the
sequence of events just described is shown in Fig. 5-15. The original

To J To
control control
circuit J circuit

Fia. 5-16. Basic counter or inverter circuit.

direction of capacitor voltage, with the potential of terminal 2 greater
than that of terminal 1 by (E — V,) volts, is shown as a positive volt-
age, and the reverse, with terminal 1 at a higher potential than 2, is
shown as negative on the graph. At time ¢, switch S; closes, the tube
fires and the capacitor begins to charge. At ¢, switch S, closes, S; opens,
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and the capacitor begins to discharge. At {3 the capacitor discharge is
complete, and the capacitor begins to charge in the opposite direction.
If, at t4, switch S; closes (S; opens), the tube fires and the capacitor
again discharges. At ¢; the entire sequence of events begins to repeat.

In applications of the basic circuit of Fig. 5-14, switch S; may be
controlled, as a relay, by a phototube or high-vacuum-tube circuit or
both. If S, is replaced by another thyratron, the circuit is that of
Fig. 5-16. The graph of Fig. 5-15 applies to the circuit of Fig. 5-16 ex-
cept that the lower extreme value of voltage is e, = —(E — V,) instead
of —E, since the thyratron acts as an imperfect switch requiring a volt-

1

T

cc

Fic. 5-17. Basic series control cireuit.

age of V, volts to keep it closed. The cireuit of Fig. 5-16 is the funda-
mental circuit for the parallel inverter, to be described later, and has
been used for high-speed counting.

- Another method of d-¢ control is that illustrated by the circuit of
Fig. 5-17, in which the capacitor C is in series with the inductive load
and the supply voltage. The anode current is the charging current
C de./di of the capacitor. Before firing, the tube itself acts as a con-
denser of small capacitance, plate to cathode, in series with C. Since
the induced charges on the two series capacitors will be equal, the
greater voltage q/Cpr, will exist across the tube. When the tube fires as
a result of a positive grid impulse from the control circuit, the following
relation 1s an expression of Kirchhoff’s voltage law for the plate circuit:

E = RC de,/dt + LC d%e./d + e. + V, (5-7)

Since current can flow only while the capacitor is charging, the anode
circuit will be open when the capacitor becomes fully charged. The
solution of Eq. 5-7 for the condition R2/4L? < 1/LC is

e, = ef"t(A cosbt + Bsinbt) + (E — V,)
where a = R/2L, b= VI1/LC — R?/41?
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If C> Cpi, then g¢o/C K go/Cpr, where g¢g = the initial capacitor
charge before the tube fires. Neglecting the initial value of e, before
the tube fires, the following boundary conditions may be used:

1) e=0att=0

2) 1=0att=20

From these,
A=—(E~V,

B=—-2(E-vy
== — — o, — °
b

bcos bt + asin bt
and e. = (B —V,) [1 — e—at >]

b

The solution in Eq. 5-8 does not take into account the fact that the
voltage across the tube will change suddenly from V, to a much larger

[\ A~
\/

(5-8)

e=(E~V,)

t
F16. 5-18. Sketch of the graph of Equation 5-8 for small resistance R.

value when the current ¢ becomes too small and deionization occurs.
However, the equation does show that the capacitor voltage oscillates
about the value (E — V,) and would ultimately approach that value if
the tube continued to conduct and the tube drop remained constant at
Vo By differentiation of Eq. 5-8 the maximum value of ¢, may be
shown to approximate 2(E — V,) for R small. The graph of Fig. 5-18
shows the theoretical variation of e, with time after the tube fires.* For
R large, the circuit is not oscillatory, and the maximum value of e, is
the limiting value, (F — V).

In order for the tube to fire again, the capacitor must be discharged.
This may be accomplished by the use of another thyratron. If the sec-
ond thyratron is connected with its cathode to terminal 1 and its anode
to terminal 2 (Fig. 5-17), the capacitor would discharge through tube 2

* Assuming that the tube continues to conduct as a switich.
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and load impedance, but, if tube 1 were still conducting, the d-c supply
would be short-circuited. In order to avoid this, the circuit of Fig. 5-19
may be used.

In Fig. 5-19, if tube 1 is conducting when tube 2 fires, but, if at that
time the capacitor is nearly charged, then the capacitor discharge cur-
rent flows in the direction 73, through the inductance L,. The induced
voltage in L;, opposing this current is such as to make terminal 1, and
therefore the anode of tube 1 negative, so that the arc is extinguished
in tube 1. If L is the primary of a transformer, the circuit becomes that

£

Fig. 5-19. Series control or series inverter using two tubes.

of a series inverter in which an a-¢ output is available at the secondary
of the transformer. The grid-control circuits may be controlled either
from a separate a-c source or from the proper selection of constants to
provide an oscillating, self-excited circuit. In the former case, the fre-
quency of the a-¢ output is controlled by the frequency of the grid sup-
ply; in the self-excited cireuit, it is controlled by the circuit constants.
The circuit of Fig. 5-20 is that of a parallel inverter. An inverter is a
circuit providing a-c power from a d-c source. The behavior of the cir-
cuit has been briefly explained in the discussion of Fig. 5-16. Inverters
have been developed that technically would make possible long-distance
d-c¢ power transmission, and this may eventually become an important
electronic application in the power field. Power would be generated as
alternating current, perhaps at some remote waterfall, such as Vietoria
Falls in Africa. The voltage would then be raised by high-voltage stepup
transformers to 300 kv, or more. This would be rectified and then trans-
mitted by means of a d-c transmission line. Because of the capacitance
and inductance of long transmission lines, it is impossible to transmit
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Fia. 5-20. Parallel inverter.

even commecreial power frequencies a distance of 900 miles, approxi-
mately the distance of Victoria Falls from the nearest industrial center.
But, with d-c transmission, power could be transmitted at high voltage
much longer distances. To be used at the receiving end, however, the
high voltage must be reduced. The first step in this process is efficient
inversion to alternating current and then transformation downward to
the 2300, 440, 220, or 110 volts alternating current used for distribution
and utilization. As has been stated, such a process is entirely feasible,
technically. It has not as yet become justified, economically.

PROBLEMS

5-1. An RCA VR-105 tube is used as a voltage regulator in the circuit of Fig. 5-6.
If the load current varies from a minimum of 40 to a maximum of 65 ma, what value
of resistance R should be used? (Note: the operating range, Fig. 5-2.) D-c¢ supply
voltage = 125 volts.

5-2. Using the value of R determined in problem 5-1, how much supply voltage
fluctuation is possible without changing the output voltage, if the load current re-
mains fixed at 50 ma?

5-3. Derive completely Eq. 5-3.

5-4. A thyratron is used in the relaxation circuit of Fig. 5-8. The tube is a WL-631
(Fig. 5-10), operating at a condensed mercury temperature of 40° C. A 50-ohm re-
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gistor is used in the anode circuit of the thyratron, B of Fig. 5-8 is 200,000 ohms,
C = 0.02 pf. It is desired that the tube fire at 400 volts. Draw a circuit diagram
showing all circuit elements. Assume a tube voltage drop of 15 volts when con-
ducting and that E = 2000 volts. The tube circuit opens at an anode current of
15 ma. Find (a) grid-bias voltage required, (b) frequency of the saw-tooth wave,
(¢) the time required, approximately, for the capacitor to discharge when the tube
fires.

5-5. In the circuit of Fig. 5-16, C = 2 uf, B = 1000 ohms, tube drop is 15 volts,
E = 250 volts direct current.

{a) When tube 1 fires and steady conditions have been reached, what are the cur-
rents through the resistors and the voltages, relative to cathode, of the anodes?

(b) Tube 2 fires. Draw an equivalent circuit, and find how long a time is required
for the capacitor voltage to pass through zero.

(c) Sketch the voltage across the capacitor, assuming that each tube fires when
capacitor voltage reaches 215 volts. Approximate the frequency of the capacitor
voltage wave.

5-6. If the charging current of the capacitor in Fig. 5-8 is constant and equal to I,
show that (neglecting capacitor discharge time) the frequency of oscillation of the
resulting saw-tooth wave is

f=1/CE;— EJ)

and is therefore independent of the magnitude of the supply voltage.

5-7. Draw a wiring diagram showing how a pentode might be used instead of R
in Fig. 5-8 to provide a constant charging current. If the pentode used is a 6J7
operated at E; = —3 volts, B2 = 100 volts, compute the oscillation frequency if
E; = 110 volts, B, = 10 volts, C = 2 pf.

+ 45)—
AN 40
10,000 ochms 35+ !

V- A —————
E volts
R, (d-c)

25—
20—

=25 Starting’
1(5’"_' ______ L 7/_\_/oltage
s ol 11 1 .
0 40 80 120
e, volts

lliamperes

iy mi

Fig. P5-8.

5-8. The characteristic for the glow-discharge tube 7 is given by the 74~e; graph.

(a) If Ry = 10,000 and F = 300 volts, find the voltage across i, the current in
each resistor, and the tube current, if the tube is conducting.

(b) What are the maximum and minimum values of E such that the voltage across
Ry remains constant and the tube current does not go above 30 nor below 5 ma?



CHAPTER 6

SINGLE-PHASE RECTIFIERS
AND POWER SUPPLIES

ELECTRIC POWER IS GENERATED AS ALTERNATING CURRENT. WHEN
d-c power is required, conversion from alternating to direct current is
accomplished by use of a commutator on the shaft of the generator, or
by the use of rectifiers. By definition:! “A rectifier is a device which
converts alternating current into unidirectional current by virtue of a
characteristic permitting appreciable flow of current in only one di-
rection.”

Oxides of copper and of selenium have rectifying properties and are
widely used for low-voltage applications. A vacuum tube conducts only
when its anode is positive with respect to its cathode and, as shown for
the diode of Chapter 1, may be used as a rectifier. The discussion of this
chapter will be confined to thermionic high-vacuum-tube rectifiers and
to gas-filled thermionic and mercury-pool cathode-tube rectifiers in
single-phase circuits. Such equipment may be used to supply d-c power
in many applications, particularly to vacuum-tube plate circuits.

6-1. The Half-Wave Rectifier Circuit

The tube of Fig. 6-1 will conduct current only during that portion of
the transformer secondary a-¢ cycle during which the tube anode is
positive with respect to its cathode. The positive half-cycle is shown in
Fig. 6-1c. If the tube is a high-vacuum diode, the anode current will
begin to flow when the anode becomes positive, as indicated in Fig. 6-1c.
If the tube is a gas-filled diode, current will not flow until the anode-to-
cathode voltage has reached the breakdown value. This occurs when
¢ = E; ot = o;, as shown in Figs. 6-10 and e. The idealized tube
characteristics are shown in Figs. 6-1d and f. It is assumed in the draw-
ings that the breakdown voltage is equal to the tube drop.

The current through the load resistance R of Fig. 6-1a is unidirectional
but pulsating. From the point of view of Fourier analysis of the wave

1 American Standard Definitions of Electrical Terms, p. 79, published by AIEE.
188
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form, the current < has a d-c¢ or average value and many a-c¢ harmonic
components. An important measure of rectifier circuit performance is
the ripple voltage, which is defined as the alternating component of the
unidirectional voltage. The per cent ripple is defined as the ratio of the
effective or root-mean-square value of the ripple voltage to the average
or d-¢ value of the total voltage, expressed in per cent. Other criteria

{a) Circuit connections

(b) Plate-to- ground voltage

&
- AN
2T wt

(d) Idealized diode i
characteristic T
(c) Cathode-to- ground voltage
and load current diode

78
e
V. k
, ° e / ; § . 2m / §
. N ’ wt
(f) Idealized gas tube — L"O‘n — l<7 a,
characteristic

{e) Cathode-to- ground voltage
and load current gas tube

Fig. 6-1. Half-wave rectifier circuit and wave forms.

of rectifier circuits used as power supplies are voltage regulation, power
output, and efficiency. The definitions of these quantities are the same
as for any other electrical equipment to which they may apply.

6-2. The Half-Wave-Rectifier High-Vacuum Tube Circuit

An ideal rectifier would have the properties of a perfect switch, closing
when the voltage is in the forward or conducting direction, and opening
when the voltage reverses. The idealized tube characteristic of Fig.
6-1d is the characteristic of an ideal rectifier in series with a resistance
Ry, of value determined by the slope of the tube 7;—¢5 characteristic. An
expression for the current ¢, approximate because R is not a constant,
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may then be written as follows:

0<wt< ; i B ¢ (6-1)
y = = sSin -
w T 7 R+ R EiR I3
7 < wt < 2m, 1=0
The maximum value of the output voltage ¢z is then B R. The
R+ Ry
average or direct current is defined by the relation
1 21r. 1 T .
I, = ——f i d(wt) = —f L, sin wt d(wt) (6-2)
27 Jy 2w Jo
where I, = E,/(R + Ry)
From Eq. 6-2,
=21, =—2n (6-3)
“T 2" xR+ By )
d Eg. = IR i 1( Em ) (6-4)
a, . = " == = - -
B de = A = R L Ry) 7\l + Ry/R

If the origin for the load current is chosen as in Fig. 6-2, the Fourier
analysis of the wave may be carried out in the usual way 2 by evaluating

i

|
-7 =w/20 wf2 7 372 2xn wt
Fig. 6-2. Load-current wave form.

only the cosine coefficients. Because of the choice of origin, no sine
terms will be obtained. Then

B, =2 f i cos n(at) d(al) (6-5)

T oy
Equation 6-5 applied to Fig. 6-2 yields the expression
I,,,( -2 ) nr
B, = — CoS —» n#l 6-6
or -1 2 (6-6)

2 K. Y. Tang, Alternating Current Circuits, Chap. 17, 2d Ed., International Text-
book Co.
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For n = 1, Eq. 6-5 shows that

Bl = m/2
The Fourier series for the current 7 is then as follows:
1= £~(1 + —cos:.ut—{— —2—cos 2wt — icos4c.n§
T 2 3 15

2 2
~ ¢08 Bwf — — cos 8wt + - — 6-7
LTS 63 °° ) (6D

—r/2 < wt < 7/2, 1 = I, cos wi
—r<wt< —x/2 or 7/2<wt <7 1 =20

The current is shown, by Eq. 6-7, to contain the fundamental and all
the even harmonics of the supply frequency. If the effective value of
the voltage ey is required, it may be obtained from the current series by
multiplying by R and applying the fundamental relation? that the
effective value E of the voltage of any nonsinusoidal wave is given by the
square root of the sum of the squares of the average and of the effective
values of the harmonic components. Thus, if E;, E,, E,, Eg, Eg, etc.
are the effective values of the respective harmonic components in the
wave ¢; = iR, then

E=VEy +E2+ E?+ EZ +- -+ E? (6-8)

In the same way, the effective value of the a-c portion of the voltage
wave is expressed as

= VE2 + E2+ EP+---+ B2 (6-9)
From Egs. 6-8 and 6-9,

= VE — B (6-10)
The ripple factor, by definition, is expressed as the ratio
E.. VEE-E. VP -I.2 \/'Ez

B Eg. B Igc B

where I represents the effective current of the nonsinusoidal wave. For
the half-wave vacuum-tube rectifier, the effective voltage is obtained
by definition from the relation

1 T
E=RI=R 41—-—-‘[  d(wt)
27 J_»

r= ;— 1 (6-11)

de
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The current 7 is expressed as in Fig. 6-2. The result is
£ = R[I,,/2] (6-12)
From Eqs. 6-4 and 6-12
E; = (In/m)R and E/E4 = w/2
Then, r=Vr/t—1=121 (6-13)

and the per cent ripple is 121 per cent.

Examination of Eq. 6-4 shows that the circuit load voltage may be
expected to vary considerably with variation of E unless B is always
much larger than B;. Equation 6-4 may also be rearranged as follows:

I3(R+ Ry) = Ep/7 (6-4a)
IR = Eg = E,/m — 3Ry (6-14)

Equation 6-14 shows that the no-load direct voltage is equal to E,. /=
but that the voltage decreases linearly with current at a rate dependent
upon the magnitude of ;. An expression for the voltage regulation in
terms of the load current may be obtained from Eq. 6-14.

The d-c power output of the rectifier is expressed as the product of the
d-c components of current and voltage, or, from Egs. 6-3 and 6-4,

Po = Echdc = ErnQR/W2(R + Rb)z (6"15)

The power supplied by the secondary of the transformer delivering
effective current I may be expressed as

Pin = I*(R + Ry)
where, from Eq. 6-12, 7 = E/R = [,,/2 = E,,/2(R + R;)
Then, Pin = E,2/4(R + By)
and the efficiency of rectification is given by

P, 4R 0406
Pin 7B+ Ry) 1+ Ry/R

7 = (6-16)
The theoretical maximum efficiency of the half-wave vacuum rectifier
is evidently 40.6 per cent. It may easily be shown from Eq. 6-15 that
the maximum power output occurs for B = R,. For this value of load
resistance the cfficiency of rectification is only 20.3 per cent. The
dependence of the efficiency of rectification upon the load current is
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conveniently shown by rearranging Eq. 6-16 with the aid of Egs. 6-4a
and 6-14. The result is

n = 0.406 (1 - E’r— Ichb) (6-17)

m

Ezxample problem. The plate resistance of a certain rectifier tube is
obtained from its plate characteristic by assuming the characteristic
to be a straight line passing through the origin and one point on the
characteristic. If R, = 500 ohms, and the tube is connected as a half-
wave rectifier with a load resistance of 5000 ohms, find the output
current and voltage (direct), the power output, and the rectifier effi-
ciency if the transformer secondary voltage is 350 volts (rms).

Solution.

E, = 350/2 = 495 volts from Fig. 6-1a
I, = E,/(R + Ry) = 495/5500 = 0.09 amp = 90 ma
I = I,/7 = 28.6 ma
E;. = RI; = 143.0 volts
P, = B3l = 4.1 watts
The effective current in the transformer secondary winding is
I=1,/2=45ma
Pin = (45)2-107%(5500) = 11.13 watts

7 = 4.1/11.13 = 0.368 or 36.8 per cent

0.406 0.406

= = 0.368
1 + 500/5000 1.1

or N =

6-3. The Full-Wave Vacuum-Tube-Rectifier Circuit

The negative half-cycle of the applied voltage wave of Fig. 6-1 may
also be utilized if applied to the anode of another tube, or to a second
anode in the same tube, connected as shown in Fig. 6-3¢ to the center-
tapped secondary winding of a transformer. When anode 1 is negative,
anode 2 is positive, and current continues to flow through R in the
direction shown. If the potential difference between the two ends of
the secondary winding at any instant is 20 volts, with, for example,
anode 2 positive, then anode 2 is 10 volts higher in potential than the
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ground or mid-tap connection, and anode 1 is 10 volts lower than ground.
At every instant, the voltages of anodes 1 and 2 with respect to ground
are equal but opposite. This may be expressed mathematically by the
relations

ey = B, sin ot ‘ (6-18)
es = —E,, sin ot = E,, sin (ot + 180°)
The secondary voltage rise may be expressed as
e = —ées + e; = 2E,, sin wt

The voltage wave forms of Eq. 6-18 are shown in Fig. 6-3b, and the load

A 4

(a)
€ €3 (3}
€2 31 (4]
(]
€ ey

i i

Time ——s (c)

F1a. 6-3. Full-wave rectifier circuit—high-vacuum tube. (@) Full-wave circuit.
(b) Applied anode-to-ground voltage. (¢) Load voltage and current.

current and voltage, cathode to ground, in Fig. 6-3c. As shown in Fig.
6-3b, anode 1 conduets during the half-cycle in which it is positive;
then the current shifts to anode 2 as the voltage of anode 1 falls below
zero and that of anode 2 becomes positive. The currents 7; and 75 of
anodes 1 and 2 are identical in form, but 45 is displaced 180° along the
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time axis from 7;. If an origin is chosen as shown for Fig. 6-2, the
Fourler series for 7; is (from Eq. 6-7)

. L, T 2 2 2
%1 (wt) =: 1 +§cos<ut—|-?—’coszwt—Ecos4wt+£cos6wt —)

while (6-7)
’1:2 = il (wt + 71')

I, T 2 2 2
= — 1——COSwt+—cos2wt——cos4wt+—c056wt—---)
2 3 15 35

T
(6-7a)
The current ¢ through the load may be obtained as the sum of 7y + 75 or

) I, (1 -+ 2wt 4wt 4 6wt + ) 6-19
= e— — S — e — - e ¢ maue -
1 3 COi 15 Ccos 35 cos ( )

Since the load current does not contain the fundamental, smoothing
or filtering the output is easier than for the half-wave circuit. The d-c
components of the tube currents flow through the secondary winding in
opposite directions, and as a result d-¢ magnetization of the core is
avoided, and the necessary a-c magnetizing component is smaller than
that required by the half-wave circuit. The secondary instantaneous’
ampere turns may be expressed as Ns(i; — 75), where N, is the total
secondary turns. The primary ampere turns for a primary load current
of 7o would be 7oNy. Then, ¢oNy = Ny(l,, cos wt), obtained by sub-
tracting 73 (Fq. 6-7a) from 77 (Fq. 6-7). Since the primary load current
is sinusoidal, transformer efficiency is higher, and inductive interference
with telephone and other communication circuits is much less than in the
case of the half-wave circuit. In Fig. 6-3 with the origin as in ¢ the
load current and voltage, a-¢ and d-¢c components may be expressed as
follows:

T w
— =<t < -, 1= cos wl, ey = E,, cos wi
2 2 Ry, + R
(6-20)
T cwt<3t ; i ’ B ¢
- < w — 7= — COS w eo = — kK, cosw
9 2) Rb+R ] 2 m

The peak value of the rectified current wave is
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and the effective value of the rectified current is

= _1_ T-z __.Iﬁ_
I= ',27.- f_ TZ d(wt) = NG (6-22)

The effective a-c value of the rectified voltage wave is

E = RI = RI,/\/2 (6-23)
and the average or direct load current is
Iy = 2/m) 10 (6-24)
The direct load voltage is ‘
Ey. = Rl = gImR = E—Em—— = EE’m — Bolge  (6-25)
T 71+ Ry/B =

The ripple factor is

r= Eac/Edc = VE — Edcz/Edc

E _RL/V2 «
Es (2/mRI, 2V'2

2
r= . /% — 1 =048 (6-26)

The power output, power input to the rectifier and the efficiency are
obtained as for the half-wave case.

Since

P, = Ealae = (4/72)I,2R (6-27)
Pin = I*(R + Ry) = (In*/2)(R + Ry) (6-28)
P, 8 1
TP (m>
_ 0812 i (1 - LRbIdC) (6-29)
1+ Ro/R 2E,,

The theoretical maximum efficiency of the full-wave rectifier is then
just twice that of the half-wave rectifier, and the per cent ripple has been
reduced from 121 to 48.
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6-4. The Full-Wave-Rectifier Circuit with Gas-Filled Tubes

The conduction period during the positive half-cycle of a gas-filled
diode rectifier is somewhat less than 180° because the tube does not
begin to conduct until the anode voltage exceeds the critical value E; of
Fig. 6-1a and ceases to conduct when the anode voltage falls below this
value. The ignition voltage E; is equal, practically, to the operating
tube drop V,. The wave forms of transformer secondary voltage e;
and e, and of output voltage and current are shown in Fig. 6-4 for a
gas-filled tube in a cireuit identical with that of Fig. 6-3a. The con-

L7(

Fig. 6-4. Wayve forms of input and output voltage and output current of a full-wave
rectifier using gas-filled tubes.

duction period extends over an interval of 26 rad in each anode’s positive
half-cycle. For anode 1, 7; becomes zero when ¢; = V,, or

cosd =V,/E, (6-30)

For mercury-vapor tubes, V, is usually between 10 and 20 volts. If
E,, = 500 volts, V, = 15 volts, § =2 88.3°. In this case, little error
would result if tube drop were neglected.

During the conduction period for anode 1, the expression for current ¢
may be obtained by applying Kirchhoff’s voltage law,

. Ehcoswt— 1V,
7,=————-E———» —<wt <8 (6-31)

The load voltage ey is
ey =1tR =E,coswt -V, (6-32)

The curves for these equations have been plotted in Fig. 6-4, in which
the ratio V,/E,, has been made large enough that curves for ¢ and ¢;



198 SINGLE-PHASE RECTIFIERS AND POWER SUPPLIES Ch. 6

are easily distinguishable. The average output voltage Ey, as obtained
from Eq. 6-32 is as follows:

1 [}

By =— f (B cos wt — V) d(wt)
TJp
2

Vo
=K (s'n g —— 0) 6-33
r ' E, ( )
The average output current is
By .2 . Vo
Ijy =—=—FK,|sinf ——2§¢ (6-34)
R R E,
The d-c¢ power output is
Py = Egl 4B ( in @ Y e>2 (6-35)
= ¢ c = ——— s1n — -
de deld p 1 Z,

The average power input to the rectifier is given by

1 pm2 2 pf E,coswt —V,
Py = —f e1? d(wl) = —f E,, cos wt | ————— )} d{wt)
T Vo

T J /2 R
E,? Vo .

=— <0 — —sin 0) (6-36)
R E, ‘

Finally, the rectifier efficiency is expressed as

P; 4 [(sin 9 — Vo/EmO)z]
" Pe #l@ = V.JE, sin0)

If V,/E,, is small enough that 6 is approximately /2, sin 8§ = 1; then the
expression for efficiency becomes

8 [(1 — 7rV,,/2Em)2]
"7 w21 = 2v./xE,,

w

The maximum theoretical efficiency would be obtained if V, = 0.
From Eq. 6-38 for V, = 0, 3 = 0.812, which is the same as the maximum
theoretical efficiency of the high-vacuum-tube full-wave circuit. How-
ever, the efficiency is independent of the load, which is a rather important
gas-tube rectifier property, not possessed by the high-vacuum tube
circuit.

If tube drop is neglected, the ripple factor for the full-wave rectifier
using vapor tubes is the same as for the high-vacuum-tube full-wave
circuit, but is greater with decreasing values of conduction angle 26.

(6-37)

(6-38)
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6-5. Filters

Circuit elements which store energy, e.g. capacitors and inductors,
may be used to reduce the ripple in the rectifier output. Combinations
of capacitances and inductances used to reduce ripple in a rectifier
output are known as filters. The action of the filter is to store energy
when the rectifier voltage is high and to discharge energy to the load
when the rectifier voltage drops. The behavior of single filter elements
will be considered first, and combinations of capacitive and inductive
elements will then be discussed.

6-6. The Capacitance Filter

A full-wave circuit with capacitance filter and gas-filled tubes is shown
in Fig. 6-5a. It will be shown in the discussion to follow that such g
filter should not be used with vapor-type tubes, but may be used with

D
éq[ N

(a)
F1a. 6-6a. Full-wave rectifier with capacitance filter.

high-vacuum tubes. In Fig. 6-5, the positive half-cycles of voltage are
shown for each tube. The current 7, through the capacitor is determined
by the time rate of change of the voltage across the capacitor. If e,
is this voltage,

i, = C de,/dt (6-39)

The voltage across the resistor is always the same as that across the
capacitor, since they are in parallel. The current iz in the resistor is then

ig = e.,/R (6-40)
and the tube current 7 is the sum

i =1+ = Cde/dt + e./R . (6-41)
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The current is limited by the restriction that it can never become
negative since the tubes conduct only in the positive direction. If at any
instant ¢ becomes zero, then the load current ir will be determined
entirely by the discharge of the capacitor, for the tubes will deionize, and
the circuit from transformer to load will be open.

In the analysis of the circuit of Fig. 6-5a, ¢ = 0 will be chosen at the
instant when the applied voltage e; has reached its positive maximum, or

e = E,, cos wi (6-42)
If the tube drop is V, volts when conducting,
eec=e —V,=E,coswl —V, (6-43)

and, at £ = 0, de,/dt = 0, and the capacitor current is zero. Tube 1
will be conducting, and the tube current will be

E,coswt—V,

d
i=ic+iR=Ca(Emcos—Va)+ 7

. E,coswt —V,
—wCE, sin wt + —R_ (6-44)

Equation 6-44 will hold as long as the current is positive, that is, until
1 = 0. If wty = 6; when 7 = 0, then, if tube drop is neglected,

E,./R cos 6; = wCE,, sin 6,
or tan 6, = 1/wCR (6-45)

The angle 8; may be referred to as the “cutout’” angle. After 7 becomes
zero, Eq. 6-41 may be solved for ¢,. Thus,

0 = Cde,/dt’ + e./R (6-46a)
and €c = Ae~U/EC (6-46b)

where ¢’ is measured from that time at which ¢ = 0. Then, referred to
the original time axis,
t/

i

t— 1
or wtl = ot — 6; (6-47)
Equation 6-46 now becomes

e, = Ae™ (ImI/WCE (6-48a)
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and, since ¢, = E,, cos 8; (neglecting tube drop) when ot = 8;, then

A = E, cos b,
and . = (E,, cos ) e @ 00/CE (6-48b)

Equation 6-48b will hold for values of wt between 6; and the value
wly = 0y at which tube 2 fires. With C charged to a potential e, the
voltage across tube 2 will not actually become positive, and the tube
cannot fire, until e; exceeds e, by the amount of the voltage V,. Again
neglecting tube drop, tube 2 fires when the rising voltage ¢; equals the
exponentially decreasing voltage e, as given by equation 6-48b. Then,
when tube 2 fires,

—(03—01)/wCR

B, cos e = —F, cos b,

E01/&)(:'13 —82/wCR —

or cos f¢€ — €08 05 (6-49)

Equation 6-49 is most conveniently solved for #; by plotting the curves
y1 = ke @B where &y = &V*Fcosh;
and Y2 = — cos b

with 8; as abscissa. The angle 8; may be called the “cut-in”’ angle.

The curves of Fig. 6-5 show the effect of the capacitor upon the output
voltage. During the interval §; < wt < 65, the load voltage is prevented
from dropping to zero by the capacitor. Filtering would be perfect if the
load current were zero, since then the capacitor could not discharge,
and e, would remain at the peak value E,,. Effective filtering also de-
pends upon the magnitude of the capacitance of the capacitor. As
indicated by Eq. 6-45, cutout occurs earlier in the cycle, 8; approaches
zero, as C increases. Also, the larger the value of C, the smaller the rate
of discharge or decay of capacitor voltage, as shown by Eq. 6-46a.
However, it must be remembered that a capacitor does not pass direct
current. The average value of the current 7, of Fig. 6-5 must therefore
be zcro, requiring that the cross-hatched areas above and below the
wf axis be equal. Then, as C increases, it is evident from Fig. 6-5 that the
interval (02 — 6;) increases since ¢; approaches zero and 0 increases
toward =; at the same time, interval ¢ decreases. Since the requirement
of equal areas must be met, the capacitor current becomes more and
more peaked. The surge of current ¢ at cut-in may greatly exceed the
rating of a gas-filled rectifier tube even though the average current is
well below the average rated value. For this reason, capacitor input
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filters are not used with vapor tubes, but may be used with high-vacuum
tubes since the current at cut-in is limited by the tube plate resistance.

e

wt

6y o]
T+,

- |
—] l(——@z_ 01——-—)- }@—91

1 I

>

i

i

|

F1a. 6-5. Tube current, capacitor current, and load voltage for a full-wave rectifier
with capacitor filter.

The output-voltage wave form of the rectifier with capacitor filter may
be approximated by drawing straight-line segments as shown in Fig.
6-6. The average of such a triangular-topped wave is

Ei = E,, — Er/2 (6'50)

where E, is the maximum change in voltage during discharge of the
capacitor. Since the capacitor has been assumed to be discharging at a

4 \/ \\\7 \/ I
7 \ //’ ) N/

/ 92 \\ / " \ / Edc
W

/

/
1

F1a. 6-6. Use of straight-line segments to approximate output voltage of Fig. 6-5.
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constant rate, the current delivered by the capacitor to resistance R
during this interval will be constant. Then the magnitude of the slope
of the line segment over the interval 8; may be obtained as follows:

Since e = q/C
de, 1dg 14
i Cdt C
or —~dee/d(wt) = I3,/wC (6-51)

during the interval 8. From Fig. 6-6, over the interval 6, ¢, = eg,
and
—de,/d(wt) = —deg/d{wt) = E,/8;

so that E, = Ijf8:/uC (6-52)

It is easily shown that the effective (rms) voltage of the ripple portion
of the wave of Fig. 6-6 is independent of the slopes of the line segments
and depends only upon the peak value of the voltage. If the time axis
were made to coincide with Ey, in Fig. 6-6, the root-mean-square value
of the ripple voltage obtained in the usual way is

Epe = Er/2'\/"-—)’_ (6'53)
The ripple fraction for the rectifier is then, by definition,

Eac Er Idc02

2
Esxe 2V3E; (2V3)wCRIz; 4V3 #fCR

(6-54)

The value of 6, in radians, is required before the ripple fraction may be
found. Equation 6-54 is somewhat misleading since, apparently, r
increases with increasing 6;. Inspection of the graph of Fig. 6-6 shows,
however, that an increasing 6, is accompanied by a decreasing value of
E, since the point of intersection of the line segment with the rising
cosine curve will move upward along the curve. A commonly used
method of approximation of the ripple fraction in this case is to assume
that the capacitor discharges for one-half cycle. This corresponds to
05 = m, and results in a less exact but more convenient expression for 7.

From the foregoing analysis, it should be evident that the capacitor
is an effective filter at light load, that is, for R large and Iz, small. Also,
filter action improves with increasing C, and the output voltage is high,
but the tube currents are peaked, and gas tubes should not be used.
The voltage regulation is also very poor.
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6-7. The Voltage Doubler

A practical application of the principles discussed in the preceding
section is found in the circuit of the voltage doubler (Fig. 6-7). The
eircuit is similar to that of a full-wave rectifier, with two filter capacitors
in series shunting the load resistance. The voltage er across the load is
at any instant equal to the sum of the two capacitor voltages, .1 + eo.
Capacitor Cy charges when tube 1 is conducting, a-c supply terminal g
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Fig. 6-7. Voltage doubler circuit and capacitor voltage wave forms.

positive. Capacitor Cs charges during the next half-cycle, when tube
2 conducts and terminal b is positive. When steady-state conditions are
reached, the capacitors charge and discharge as shown by the graphs of
Fig. 6-7. The anode of tube 1 becomes positive with respect to its
cathode at time t;; tube 1 conducts until time ¢, delivering current to
the load and charging C;. At t;, the tube current #; becomes zero
and would reverse except that the tube will not pass inverse current.
The circuit to the a-c supply is then open, and C; supplies current to R,
aided by Cs in series, until tube 1 again conducts at time #;. Meanwhile
the a-c supply is again connected to the load through C; at {3 when tube
2 begins to conduct. Between 3 and #; the charge on C, is replenished.
The voltage ez has been obtained by adding ordinates of the e.; and
e.e curves. For light loads, the voltage eg is approximately twice the
peak voltages of the supply, neglecting tube drop. The circuit has been
used as a power supply for loads requiring small current and has the
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advantage of requiring no transformer. The average load voltage £y,
is twice the average voltage of either capacitor, and the ripple magnitude
is the same as that of e,; or e;3. The ripple frequency of ez is twice the
ripple frequency of e, or e;2. The ripple factor may be obtained by the
same procedure as that used in Section 6-6.

6-8. The Inductance Filter

A single inductance used as a filter in a full-wave circuit is connected
in series with the load as shown in Fig. 6-8. Essentially, the filter action
of the inductance is to oppose any change in the current through it and

B Fo—

b

9

Fig. 6-8. Full-wave circuit with inductance filter.

to add its voltage to that of the rectifier. It is desirable that the iron
of the inductance should not saturate with load current. If it may be
assumed that there is no eutout or cut-in of tube current, as was the
case for the capacitor filter, the open-circuited voltage at the terminals
a—b of Fig. 6-8 will be a rectified sine loop voltage as in Fig. 6-3b. The
Fourier scries expression for the sine loop voltage is identical with the
series for current (Eq. 6-19) except that E,, replaces I,,, where E,, is the
peak value of the transformer secondary voltage between anode and
mid-tap. The tube drop or tube resistance will be neglected in the analy-
sis to follow: Transformer secondary leakage reactance and resistance,
and also the resistance of the choke will be neglected in the preliminary
analysis. The voltage applied at terminals a—b is given by

2E"‘<1+2 2wt 2 4¢+2 Boot +) (6-55)
egp = —— — €08 2wl — — cos 4wl + — cos Bwt — - - - -
T 3 15 35

In applying the superposition theorem, e,; may be thought of as repre-
senting the voltages in series of one d-¢ generator and many a-c genera-
tors of frequencies 2w/27, 4w/2mw, 6w/2w, ete. Currents in the load
circuit resulting from the application of the several generators may be
obtained one at a time, by superposition, by using one generator at a
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time. For example, the peak value of the second-harmonic component
of load current is

Iy = L S (6-56)
37V E% + (20L)?
The fourth-harmonic amplitude is
Tim = L (6-57)
157V RZ + (doL)?

Now for effective filtering, 2wl is large compared with B. Then, approxi-
mately,
I 4m/ I 2m = ']_l(T

and the higher harmonics are progressively smaller fractions of Iy,. It
is therefore justifiable, as a useful approximation, to replace the circuit

L
ETI L D —

a

4E
cos 2wt
37
R
+ 2E,,

w

b

Fre. 6-9. Approximate equivalent to the circuit of Fig. 6-8.

to the left of terminals a—b in Fig. 6-8 by an equivalent circuit consisting
of a d-c generator and an a-c¢ second-harmonic generator in series, as
shown in Fig. 6-9. The currents in the load are then as follows:

I4 = 2B, /=R (6-58)
and ig = 4E’m7 cos (20t — 6) (6-59)
3rV R+ (2uL)?
where 8 = tan™! (2wL/R)

The ripple is produced by the second harmonic of load current. The
ripple fraction is, by definition,

 Ln/V2 V2
I, 3V1+ 4°L/R?

r (6-60)
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Equation 6-60 shows that, for a given choke, the effectiveness of the
filter is greater, the smaller the value of the load resistance R, and there-
fore increases with increasing load current. This contrasts with the
capacitance filter which, as has been noted, was most effective for small
load current.

If, in Eq. 6-60, 4w?L?/R? is large compared with unity,

r = /2 R/6wL (6-61)

so that, with a given load resistance, the ripple fraction decreases with
increasing L. Since the capacitor is most effective for small load currents
and the choke for large currents, it may be surmised that the use of series
choke and shunt capacitor together will provide effective filter action
over most of the load range of a power supply.

6-9. The L-Section Filter

The circuit of a full-wave rectifier power supply with combined choke—
capacitor or L-section filter is shown in Fig. 6-10. The resistance Ep
is known as a ‘“bleeder” resistance and is permanently connected across

Edc
E,
|
|
f-(— I bleeder I

Load current

Load voltage

\

Fig. 6-10. Full-wave rectifier with L-section F1a. 6-11. Load voltage curve
filter and bleeder resistance. for a full-wave rectifier.

the load terminals of the rectifier. The required value of Rz will be found
in the analysis of the circuit. Experimentally, the load voltage as a
function of load current follows a curve similar to that shown in Fig.
6-11. A large voltage drop oceurs for a small increase of current from
the no-load value. After point A is passed, the voltage decrease with
load is at a very much smaller rate. It is therefore desirable for improved
voltage regulation to operate the rectifier only for values of current to the
right of point 4 on the curve. A bleeder resistor is therefore chosen so
that with the load completely removed the rectifier will operate at
point A. The reason for the large change of voltage to the left of point
A is that the tube anodes are not conducting for their full half-cycles, but
cutout and cut-in are occurring.
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Typical filter-circuit values require an inductance around 20 henrys,
and a capacitor of 4 to 8 uf. With such values, and a 60-cycle power
source, 2wL =2 15,000 ohms; X, = 1/2wC =< 300 ohms. For practical
purposes, the reactance of the capacitor should be small compared to the
effective load and bleeder resistances. In the absence of cutout and
cut-in, the equivalent applied voltage at terminals a—b of Fig. 6-10 is the
same as that used in the approximate analysis of the inductance filter.
For R = the effective load resistance (actual load in parallel with Rg),
and X, <K R,

R(—jX.)/(R — jX.) = —jX,

Then, the second-harmonic current amplitude in the capacitor is given,
approximately, by
4E,,/(3m)

= (6-62)
2wL — 1/20C)

2m

The peak ripple voltage across the capacitor, and also across the load,
is Io,(—3X.) = E,, which, in magnitude, is

| 4B,/Gm)
Bl = Giie =T (6-63)

The ripple fraction is

WV B V2E,

Ej. " 3r(4w?LC — 1)2(E,/7)
- ————«\/5 6-64
 3(4w?LC — 1) (6-64)

A sketch of the ripple current is given in Fig. 6-12, where the second-
harmonic ripple current is shown superimposed upon the direct com-
ponent. If the load resistance increases, the value of 14 decreases, but,
since the peak value of the ripple current is independent of R, according
to Eq. 6-64, a critical value of R is reached as shown in Fig. 6-12b. If
the current 14, were further decreased beyond the value shown in Fig,
6-12b, the ripple component would try to become negative. Since the
rectifier tube does not pass inverse current, cutout occurs. The critical
load resistance corresponding to tangency of the ripple current with the
time axis is the required value of the bleeder resistance. From Tig.
6-12b,

Tom =1 de
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or, since 2l 3> 1/20C,

4E,,/37(2wL) = 2K, /7=Rp (6-65)

The required value of Rp may then be expressed, for a 60-cycle supply, as

Rg = 1131L (6-66)

It has been shown experimentally by Dellenbaugh and Quinby ® that
point 4 of Fig. 6-11 corresponds to a value of Rz = 1000L. In view of
the approximations used in the derivation of Eq. 6-66, the confirmation
is satisfactory. Dellenbaugh and Quinby also showed that improved

T NN\
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F1c. 6-12. Second-harmonic ripple current.

operation results if g = 500L. The latter value of Rp is recommended,
particularly for gas tubes, in order to decrease the ratio of the peak
alternating current to the direct current.

Equation 6-66 has been interpreted as giving the critical value of Rg
for a given L. It may also be used as the recommended relation of
Dellenbaugh and Quinby to give a minimum value of inductance for a
given load resistance B. Thus,

Ly = R/500 (6-67)

At full load, the value of R is least, and also the required value of L.
Since the iron core of an inductor tends toward saturation with in-

3 QST, 16 (Feb., Mar., Apr. 1932).
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creasing load current, it is possible to provide sufficient inductance at
both full load and no load, even though L decreases, by proper design of
an air gap in the iron core of the inductance. Such an inductance is
called a “swinging choke” and may be designed to provide a value of L
which though variable with load, always exceeds the critical value
specified by Eq. 6-67.

In the design of a power supply, the permissible ripple fraction r is
usually specified. By solving Eq. 6-64, the necessary value of LC may be

expressed as follows:
1 0.471
LC = 14 ) (6-68)

 4? r
Usually more than one filter section is used. If n identical L sections

are used in tandem, it may easily be shown that the value of r is given
approximately by

r = vV2/3(4w?’LC — 1)* (6-69)
From Eq. 6-69, with « = 377,
LC = 1.76[1 + (0.471/r)'/" (6-70)

where C is in microfarads.

6-10. The Capacitor-Input Filter

The addition of a capacitor between terminals ¢ and b of Fig. 6-10
considerably complicates the analytical determination of filter constants

b
Fig. 6-13. Capacitor-input, w-section smoothing filter.

required to provide a given value of ripple fraction. The full wave
rectifier circuit using such a w-section low-pass filter is shown in Fig. 6-13.

Because of energy storage in the filter elements, the wave form of the
voltage at filter input terminals a-b is similar to that shown in Fig. 6-6.
A simple analysis of the circuit to obtain an expression for the ripple



Ch. 8 THE CAPACITOR-INPUT FILTER 211

fraction may be based upon the results of Section 6-6, where it was
shown that the transformer secondary winding is connected through
the rectifier tube to the filter input during only a portion ¢/ of the period
of the half-cycle transformer secondary voltage, as indicated in Fig.
6-5. If the capacitance C; is of the order of magnitude normally required
for adequate filter action, and if the tube resistance is relatively small,
C, charges quickly to a voltage which differs very little from the peak
value of the transformer secondary voltage. The time required for such

e
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Fra. 6-14. Approximate wave forms of tube current ¢ and input voltage at a-b,
Fig. 6-13.

restoration of the voltage of C; is represented by angle ¢ in Fig. 6-5 and
also in Fig. 6-14. The peaks of current under conditions shown in Fig.
6-14 are sharp and of relatively large magnitude. It has already been
mentioned in Section 6-6 that gas-filled tubes are likely to be damaged
by current overload during conduction periods if used with a capacitance
input filter.

It will be observed that the peaks of current decur during the angular
time interval near the voltage maxima of the transformer secondary
voltage. Let it be assumed that the average value of this current flows
through choke and load. Then,

1 k.
T = — f § dlwf) (6-71)
2% J_r

also, the second-harmonic voltage component, peak value, is given by

3

1 ki
I, = —f % cos 2wt d(wt) (6-72)
It is assumed that during the duration of the current pulse cos 2wt =< 1.
Then,
1 T
Ipp 22— f 1 d{wt) = 214, (6-73)

™
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and the effective value of the second-harmonic component of tube
current is

I, = IQm/'\/— = \/Qldc (6'74)

Several additional assumptions may be made in obtaining a simple
approximation for the ripple fraction. These include:

1. That all of I, flows in C;.

2. That 2oL > 1/20C; and that

1/20Cy K B

Then, if the effects of higher-harmonic components are neglected, the
ripple voltage across Cy is

Ve = I3(1/26C)) = V2 14:/20Cy (6-75)

It is further assumed that all the voltage V; exists across inductance L,
requiring a current of magnitude

IL = V01/2wL = Idc/2‘\/§ w2L01 (6-76)

in the inductance.
If all the current Iz, flows through Cs, the output ripple voltage is

Ve = In(1/26Cs) = I4./4/2 &>LC,C, (6-77)
and from this result, the ripple fraction is
r = V¢2/Vdc = 1/4\/§ 0.!3L0102R (6-78)

Equation 6-78 provides a reasonably good practical expression for the
ripple fraction. Usually, C; = Cs, and L may be chosen arbitrarily
from available commercial chokes. The resulting filter has somewhat
inferior characteristics (including voltage regulation) compared with
the choke input type but requires a lower transformer secondary voltage
for a given required output voltage.

6-11. Grid-Controlled Rectifiers

When gaseous rectifiers with grids are used in rectifier circuits, the
function of the grid is to delay the initiation of tube conduction until a
definite, caleulable time in the a-c cycle of positive anode voltage. After
conduction begins, the field of the grid does not extend beyond its
ion sheath and it exerts no further control upon the anode current.
With an alternating voltage applied to the anode, however, the anode
voltage falls below the value necessary to maintain the arc as the positive
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half-cycle approaches completion, so that conduction ceases, and the
grid regains control during the negative half-cycle. There are many
different circuits used in controlling the time of initiation of arc discharge
in thyratrons, but the methods may be classified as d-¢, a-¢, or combi-
nations of the two, depending upon the nature of the grid voltage. With
these various grid control eircuits, it is possible to control the magnitude
of the rectified direct load voltage or current continuously or with a
fixed magnitude to specify whether the load current flows or does not
flow. The latter method is referred to as on-off control. The general
principles of such control methods will be analyzed briefly in the fol-
lowing paragraphs.

6-12. Critical Control Curves

The grid-control characteristics of three typical thyratrons were
shown in Figs. 5-10, 5-11, and 5-13 of Chapter 5. In rectifier appli-
cations, the anode voltage is a function of time, and it is desirable to be
able to specify the critical firing control-grid voltage also as a function

————— RN
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Fia. 6-15. Critical control characteristic for a thyratron.

of time. Since the anode and critical firing voltages are related experi-
mentally as shown, for example, by Fig. 5-10, it is easy to obtain a
critical firing voltage curve as a function of time. The process is illus-
trated in Fig. 6-15, in which points from a control characteristic have
been transferred to a graph of the time-varying positive half-cycle of the
anode voltage. Points a, b, ¢, d, and e on the critical control character-
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istic transfer to points a, a’, b, V', ¢, ¢/, d, d’, and e during the positive
half-cycle. If the grid voltage is also a function of time, the tube begins
to conduct at that instant in the positive hali-cycle at which the actual
grid voltage crosses the critical firing curve from below. Two actual
grid voltages are shown in heavy black ink. The horizontal line at —3
volts corresponds to a fixed d-¢ grid bias. The intersection of this line
with the critical firing curve shows that conduction would begin at a
time corresponding to point ¢ or at of = x/6 in the cycle. If an alter-
nating voltage of peak value 8 volts and phase lag 90° (referred to the
anode voltage) is applied to the grid, the firing point corresponds to the
intersection at point f. Evidently, the ignition angle & may be varied
from approximately zero to approximately 7 rad by varying the angle
of phase lag ¢ of the alternating grid voltage behind the anode voltage,
but « can be varied only between approximately 0 and «/2 rad by vary-
ing only the amount of d-¢ bias grid voltage. If both an a-c and a d-c
component of voltage are simultaneously applied to the grid, and if the
a-c component lags the anode voltage in phase by #/2 rad, then con-
siderable variation in & may be achieved by varying the d-¢ component
alone. These three methods of varying « are known as d-c¢ bias, phase-
shift, and bias-phase control. Circuits for accomplishing the required
variations in « are described in later sections.

6-13. Load-Current Analysis, Resistance Load

The resistance R in the circuit of Fig. 6-16 is the load resistance in
which it is desired to control the magnitude of the rectified direct current
by adjustments in the grid control circuit of the thyratron 7. If the

R
MMV
——— e
i
R
A-c source, e T MW
To grid control
circuit

Fie. 6-16. Single-phase, grid-controlled rectifier.

grid control circuit is adjusted so that the ignition angle is « (Fig. 6-17),
then the tube conducts during the interval « < wt < (z — §) during the
positive half-cycles. The angle & depends upon the tube drop, since
conduction ceases when the anode voltage falls below the value necessary
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{ 12
3r/2 wt

F1a. 6-17. Current wave form, half-wave, grid-controlled rectifier.
to maintain the arc and cannot begin until the applied anode voltage
exceeds this value.
If the applied voltage ¢ is a sinusoid given by

e = K, sin wt

then the instantaneous anode current during a complete a-¢ cycle is
expressed as follows:

. E,sinwt —V,
1= fOI' a<wt<7r—6
R
1=0 for 0 <t <d (6-79)
and 1 =0 for = — 8 <ot <2m

The direct current in the load resistance R is then given by

I 1 <Em 8in wf — V,,) el (6.50)
de = 27 J, ¥ i/ @ :

In cases where the tube drop is small compared with the peak value of
the applied a-c anode voltage, § is a very small correction on = and may
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be neglected. In such cases,

1
Idc = [Em(l + Ccos a) - Vo(ﬂ- - a)] (6'81)
27R
and Ea = Rz (6-82)

If tube drop is neglected completely, the load direct current may be
varied from a minimum of zero, for « = 7, to a maximum of

1E,
Igo=—— for a=0
T

This control of large values of current may be achieved quite economi-
cally by controlling the ignition angle through the use of low-voltage
low-current control grid circuits.

6-14. Bias Control

A circuit for bias control involves any arrangement by means of which
a variable direct voltage may be applied to the grid. Such an arrange-
ment is shown in Fig. 6-18. Instead of the potentiometer, a voltage

A-c source

Fia. 6-18. Bias-control circuit.

divider consisting of a fixed resistor in series with a phototube may be
used, thus providing a control voltage dependent upon light intensity.

6-15. On-Off Control

An on-off circuit in which the main load current is interrupted or
permitted to flow by switching in the grid cireuit is shown by TFig. 6-19.
If the switch S is open, the load current is zero, since the tube is biased
below the critical control voltage. If switch S is closed, the grid voltage
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is made equal to that of the anode, and the tube conducts with a con-
duetion period of § < wt < (x — 6) in the positive half-cycle. Other

—20000000000 —
—YFOTTITOT00 — S
A-c source
R
P ?Rl
+J||‘
L
ECC
Load

- +
Fic. 6-19. On-off control circuit.

positions of the switch and of R, are possible and should suggest them-
selves to the student.

6-16. Phase-Shift Control

The control of average current in a thyratron circuit by shifting the
phase of the alternating grid voltage with respect to the anode voltage
is the method best adapted to most thyratron control applications and

— wlL
tan@-i"R—

A-c supply S
(a) (b)
Fia. 6-20. Circuit and vector diagram for thyratron phase shift.

is often used where automatic control or servomechanisms are employed.
The control of the firing angle « of Tig. 6-15 may be accomplished by use
of the general circuit of Fig. 6-20a. The vector diagram for the circuit
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is shown in Fig. 6-20b where the impedance Z; is a pure resistance, and
Z4 is a pure inductive reactance. Thus the current I lags the voltage
by angle 8, where

tan 6 = wL/R
From Kirchhoff’s voltage law, E; = E; + Ey = I(Z; + Z5). Also,
E,=Vge + 17, (6-83)

where E,; is the voltage rise across the indicated half of the supply
transformer secondary winding and Vigg is the voltage drop between
terminals K and G. If the voltage rise between these two terminals is
specified, Eq. 6-83 becomes

Ei4 Egg = 1Z; = IR (6-84)
and E; = 1Zy + Egg = joLl + Eg¢ (6-85)

as shown on the vector diagram (Fig. 6-20b). Now, if R is varied and
L remains fixed, § can be made to change from approximately zero for
very large R to approximately 90° for very small B. The resulting locus
of the end of the vector Vg may most easily be determined from the
vector diagram,

Ve = (BEy + E3) cos 8 = Egcos b (6-86)

Since E,, the voltage of the secondary of the transformer, is constant,
Eq. 6-86 is the polar form of the equation of a circle, with center at
(E,/2, 0°) or (Ey, 0°), that is, at point P.* The radius of the circle is
E,/2 (see footnote)

so that | Exe| = E./2 (6-87)

For the physical case in question, the point ¢ moves in a semicircle, and,
if Eq. 6-87 isused, ¢ = 26. Therefore, as § varies from 0 to 90°, ¢ varies
from 0 to 180°. If the phase-shifting circuit is then connected so that
E kg is the voltage rise between cathode and grid of the thyratron before
ignition, the circuit will provide continuous control of the magnitude
of the average anode current, provided the applied anode voltage is in
phase with E,. This latter condition can easily be obtained, as shown
in the circuit of Fig. 6-21,

* Congsider the equivalent equation in polar coordinates p = a cos§. By trans-

formation to rectangular coordinates p = V2% + y?, cos 0 = z/V a2 + ¢, Va2 + o2
= ax/\/x2 + 42 or 22 +¢? — ax + a%/4 = a¥/4, and, finally, (z — a/2)%2 + 4% =
(@/2)?, the equation of a cirele, center at (a/2, 0), radius a/2.
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It is assumed in the circuit of Fig. 6-21 that the phase-shifting trans-
former secondary voltage E, = E; 4+ E; is in phase with the anode
supply voltage E. If so, an increase of E will cause a decrease in angle 8
and twice as much decrease in angle ¢. Before the tube fires, the circuit

— | o]

A-c supply

‘K

Fra. 6-21. Phase-shifting circuit for thyratron control.

K to G is assumed to be open; also grid-limiting resistor R, is large
compared with circuit impedance in the phase-shifting circuit, and so
current I is very closely the same as in Fig. 6-20¢ where the terminals
K to @ are open. Since, then, an increasing R is accompanied by a
decreasing phase lag ¢, the average current will increase with increase
of R.

The wave forms of the tube current and of the voltage across the tube
are shown in Fig. 6-22 for the circuit of Fig. 6-21 with a pure resistance

e

€tube
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|

Fic. 6-22. Tube voltage and current wave forms. Thyratron with resistance load.

load. The voltage across the tube is the applied alternating voltage
until the tube fires. At wf = «, the ignition angle, the tube voltage falls
to a value equal to the conduction tube drop V, and remains at this
voltage until the current decreases to zero. This occurs approximately
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at the instant in the applied a-c eycle when the applied voltage equals V,
(toward the end of the positive half-cycle). At this instant, the applied
voltage is just sufficient to maintain the arc so that the voltage across
the resistance is zero. The conduction current becomes zero and the
tube voltage for the remainder of the cyecle is equal to the applied voltage.

If R and L (Fig. 6-20) are interchanged in position in the circuit, the
result is a shift of 180° in the phase of voltage Fxg. The new position

F1e. 6-23. Phase-shift circuit with no control.

of Egg is shown by the vector diagram of Fig. 6-23. From the circuit
and vector diagrams,

Ey = Vig + I(oL) = —Exg + I(wL)
or E1+EKG =ijL
and E2 =IR+VGK=IR+EKG

The grid voltage Exe now leads the applied anode voltage E, which is
assumed to be in phase with E, = (E; + Es). The tube will fire as
early as possible in the anode positive half-cycle, and a change in phase
angle ¢ will have no effect upon the average current. In other words,
there is no control. In ease a phase-shift control circuit is incorrectly
connected and exerts no control over the average current, control may
be obtained either (¢) by interchanging the positions of E and L in the
circuit, or (b) by reversing the phase of the phase-shifting transformer
secondary voltage.

Phase-shift control may be provided by using an R-C instead of an
R-L circuit. In this case the current will lead the voltage E,, and control
will be obtained if B and C are connected in the proper positions with
respect to the terminals of the phase-shifting transformer in exactly the
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same way as explained for the R—L circuit. It should be noted that 9
must always be an angle of lag of the grid voltage Ex¢ behind the applied
anode voltage F in order to obtain control.

6-17. The Use of Saturable Reactors in Phase-Shift Control

Saturable iron-core reactors have been used in phase-shift control
circuits because of the wide range of reactance variation controllable
by means of a few milliamperes of direct current. The direct current

! A-c supply I

L l pr————
D -c winding to vacuum
tube control circuit A-c supply

F1a. 6-24. Phase-shift control circuit using saturable reactor.

may be supplied from a small, receiving-type high-vacuum triode. The
grid voltage of the triode may then be used to control the direct voltage
of the output circuit. It is possible by this means to control the arma-
ture and field eurrents of a d-¢ motor supplied from an a-¢ source, and
thus to control the speed of the motor through the variations of the grid
voltage of a small triode. A typical phase-shift control circuit using a
saturable reactor is shown in Fig. 6-24. Two thyratrons are used in a
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full-wave rectifier circuit. The a-c¢ windings of the saturable reactor are
wound in such a way that their fluxes cancel in the d-c winding. The
d-¢ winding has many more turns than the a-c winding. High-per-
meability iron is used. In a typical reactor with a 3300-ohm d-¢ winding,
2.5 ma of current will saturate the reactor. A typical saturation curve
is shown in Fig. 6-25, in which the d-c flux is plotted against the control

¢ flux

Control current (d-c) ¢

Fra. 6-25. Typical saturation curve.

direct current. As the current ¢ increases beyond the knee of the satu-
ration curve, the inductance L decreases rapidly, which means that the
angle ¢ of phase lag decreases, since

¢ = 2arc tan oL/R

The tubes therefore conduct longer, and the load voltage is increased.
This method of control has been applied to d-¢ motor speed control in
applications where extremecly accurate and extensive speed control is
necessary. A circuif similar to Fig. 6-24 is used for the field excitation,
and another separate circuit for the armature supply. A standard
reference voltage is provided from a small full-wave rectifier ecircuit
using cold-cathode voltage-regulator tubes. A portion of this fixed
voltage is compared with a voltage proportional to armature speed. If
the speed is not as specified, the difference or error voltage actuates the

. grid of a vacuum triode in which the plate current in turn controls the
grid voltage of a second triode. The plate current of the second triode
is the d-c¢ control current of the saturable reactor. Thus control can be
made automatic, and the motor may be driven at any predetermined
fixed speed, even with variable load, where the necessary vacuum-tube
control circuits are utilized.?

¢E. E. Moyer, Electronic Control of D-C Motors, Electronics, 16 (May, June,
July, Sept., Oct. 1943).
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PROBLEMS

6-1. Compute the ripple factor for the wave shown.
T

6~

0 L ! |
0 2 4 6 8 10
t

Fia. P6-1.

6-2. A type-5Z4 diode full-wave rectifier is connected as shown in Fig. 6-3a.
The plate characteristic (for one plate only) may be plotted from the following (es,
1) values: (10 volts, 45 ma); (17.5, 100); (22.5, 150); (27.5, 200); (40, 355).

(a) Plot the diode plate characteristic.

() For Rk (Fig. 6-3a) = 5000 ohms, obtain the composite characteristic.

(¢) If e; = 200 cos wt, where w = 377 rad per sec, obtain data for and sketch a
complete cycle of the voltage between anode 1 and the cathode. What is the maxi-
mum inverse peak voltage?

6-3. Apply circuit analysis to the circuit of Fig. 6-3a, and compute Im, Iae, Po,
Ej;, Pin, and the efficiency for a load resistance of
R = 5000 ohms. Use the tube of problem 6-2.

6-4. The rectifier circuit shown uses copper oxide
rectifiers for battery charging. The voltage E, to cen- — 000000000 —
ter tap, is 8.48 volts, rms. Resistance and reactance —
of the transformer are negligible. The battery volt-
age is 6 volts, its internal resistance 0.1 ohm. The _
rectifier resistance is 0.5 ohm in the conduction direc- -
tion. | TE +

(e) Sketch the voltage and current wave forms, and ~
write the equations for the instantaneous voltages ey,
ez, and the current 7.

(b) If the ammeter is a d-¢c meter, compute its read- i
ing.

(¢) If the ammeter is an a-¢ meter reading rms cur- Fia. P6-4.
rent, compute its reading.

6-5. For problem 6-4, compute: (a) power delivered by the transformer, (b) power
in rectifier and battery resistances, (¢) total losses and power delivered to the battery.

6-6. A gas diode is used in a half-wave circuit to supply a 500-ohm resistance load
from 220 volt a-c mains. The breakdown and maintaining voltages are constant
at 10 volts. Calculate the readings of the following instruments: (@) a d-¢ ammeter
in series with the load, (b) an a-c ammeter in series with the load, (c) a d-¢c voltmeter
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placed across the tube, (d) an a-c voltmeter placed across the tube, (e) a wattmeter
connected with its current coil in series with the load and its voltage coil across the
input.

6-7. In the circuit shown, the transformer secondary voltage, plate to plate, is
500 volts rms (center-tapped). For C = 4 uf, B = 1000 ohms, find the angles, as
measured on the time axis, at which cutout and eut-in occur; obtain equations for
and plot ¢, i, i, and eg for cut-in and cutout periods. Neglect tube drop.

129
60 cycles
(a-c)
~C R § R
1
i .

F1a. P6-7.

@

.
I

N g

6-8. Derive Eq. 6-53 from Fig. 6-6.

6-9. Compute the ripple fraction for the circuit of problem 6-7. What is the d-c
output voltage?

6-10. A full-wave rectifier circuit uses a type-82 full-wave mercury-vapor tube
and an L-section filter consisting of a 20-henry inductance and a 20-uf capacitor.
The transformer secondary voltage is 500 volts rms (250 volts to center tap). The
load resistance is 500 ohms. Assume that « = 400 rad per see, and neglect tube
drop.

(a) Sketch the rectifier circuit diagram.

(b) Sketch the approximate equivalent circuit, and write the equations for (1) the
instantaneous current in the capacitor, (2) the total voltage—d-c and superimposed
a-c—across the load.

(¢) Compute the ripple fraction.

(d) Compute the inverse peak voltage across the tube.

6-11. Specifications for a full-wave single-phase power supply to operate from
115 volt 60-cyele mains are as follows:

(a) Output 250 ma at 1500 volts.

(b) Ripple fraction not to exceed 0.001.

The tubes to be used are type-866-A mercury-vapor rectifiers, rated 15 volts arc
drop, inverse peak voltage 7500, maximum average current 250 ma.

Specify filter elements and power-transformer secondary voltage, assuming choke
resistance of 75 ohms and blecder resistance of 50,000 ohms. Assume that the full-
load choke inductance may be only one-half the inductance at no load.

Compute (1) the expected full-load to no-load voltage regulation of the power
supply, (2) the peak inverse voltage on the tube anodes, (3) the expected per cent
ripple.

6-12. Derive Eqgs. 6-69 and 6-70.
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El
A-c
supply

R,

— 5 volts

|
[3 -5 0 +5

Fic. P6-13.

6-13. A thyratron rectifier is connected as shown:

Ey = 220 volts rms

E2 = 10 volts rms

R, = 50,000 ohms

Zy = B = 1732 ohms

Zs = juL = 71000 ohms

Ry = 50 ohms

Vo = 15 volts when conducting

Assume sinusoidal voltages, and that Es is in phase with E;. If the control charac-
teristic of the thyratron is as shown on the accompanying sketch, determine the fol-
lowing: (a) the ignition angle «, (b) the direct load voltage across Kz, (c) the wave
form of the conduction current for one cycle and of the anode-to-eathode voltage.

6-14. For the assumed positive sense of voltage rise in problem 6-13, what should
be the values of Z1 and Z3 if an R-C phase-shift circuit is used and R = 2000 ohms,
if it is specified that a 90° phase lag is required for Egq, behind E1. For this circuit,
compute the ignition angle, with the thyratron biased as in problem 6-13.



CHAPTER 7

POLYPHASE RECTIFIERS

7-1. Polyphase Rectifiers in General

Single-phase rectifier circuits were described in Chapter 6. The
ripple factor was shown to be large, even for the full-wave case, in the
absence of filtering. By the use of filtering with the L-section filter,
for example, it was shown that the ripple fraction can be reduced to
very small values. Direct-current power supplies for small power ap-
plications are usually designed for single-phase operation with filters.
Where the power requirements are large, however, and where d-¢ power
requirements in kilowatts must be met with small ripple fraction, the
single-phase filter becomes uneconomiecal, and polyphase rectification
is used for reasons to be brought out in the following paragraphs. Radio
transmitters as well as electric railway motors may be supplied with
d-¢ power from polyphase rectifiers.

Practically all large electric-power systems in the United States gen-
erate and distribute three-phase power. Where d-¢c power requirements
are to be met, power conversion from alternating to direct current is
practicable through the use of motor-generator sets, rotary convertors,
or mercury-arc rectifiers, and, of these methods of conversion, the mer-
cury-arc rectifier has the highest efficiency and in addition has no mov-
ing parts. It has therefore been very extensively used either in the form
of multianode, single-tank rectifiers, or as single-anode, sealed-off
ignitrons. In the power applications to be dealt with in the present
chapter, either all the anodes of the rectifier operate from a common
cathode such as the mercury pool in a tank rectifier, or else the cathodes
of separate tubes or ignitrons are connected together externally, so that
the circuit applications are the same in either case. Several of the more
commonly uscd polyphasc circuits will be deseribed in order to present
the fundamental principles of polyphase rectifier operation. The
analysis to be given is purposely made very brief since many excellent
books provide detailed analysis of polyphase power-rectifier circuits.
The student will find that the sketching of current and voltage wave
forms will often serve as a key to problem solutions.

226
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7-2. The Three-Phase Half-Wave Circuit

Practically all polyphase rectifier circuits used for power rectification
in the United States employ the delta connection for transformer
primary windings. In drawing circuit diagrams, such as Fig. 7-1, it is
convenient to sketch corresponding primary and secondary windings
parallel to each other though separated by some distance on the wiring

a

Primary

€k

t 1t
}Load =

Fig. 7-1. Three-phase, delta-wye rectifier circuit.

sketch. For example, primary winding a-b corresponds to secondary
winding 0-3. The ends of the secondary windings are connected to the
anodes of three rectifier tubes whose cathodes are connected together.
The cathode return from the d-c load circuit requires a neutral connection

€3
120° /N /13 A AN
LN/ iNs L N/
€ N / ty to) / \ 7 7
120° \ j oy \ / j
\/ \/ \ /
ey A X X /
\ /
RN / \\ SN //
N NS N’ \\,_,/

Fra. 7-2. Wave form of secondary and rectified load voltages for the cireuit of Fig.
7-1 with resistance load.

in the secondary circuit, which is conveniently supplied by the use of
a wye-connected secondary.

The positive sense of voltage rise in the secondary circuit is shown by
the arrows and the three secondary voltages are represented by ey, e,
and e3. The vector relation and the wave form of these voltages are
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shown by Fig. 7-2, in which sinusoidal secondary transformer voltages
are assumed, As shown in Fig. 7-2, the anodes conduet in consecutive
order 1, 2, 3, 1, 2, 3, etec. The voltage of the cathodes e is always less
than that of the conducting anode by the amount of the tube drop,
which is assumed to be constant during conduction, as in Chapters 5
and 6. The conduction current shifts or commutates from anode to
anode, and the reason for this shift may be seen from an application of
Kirchhoff’s voltage law to the circuit. Suppose, for example, that anode
1 is conducting and the interval of time ¢, to {3 is considered during
which both anode 1 and anode 2 are positive. For any time between
tp and ¢;, with anode 1 conducting, and with tube voltage drop V,,

e1=Vo+ Via+ e (7-1)

where Vg Is the assumed voltage drop between cathode and anode of
tube 2. The anode-to-cathode voltage drop of tube 2 is Vg = — Vo
Then,

Vor = (e2 —er) + Vo (7-2)

According to Eq. 7-2 and the wave forms of Fig. 7-2, e; < e; for f; < ¢
< t1, and (e — e1) is negative. Tube 2 cannot conduect until Vo, = V,;
att = 1, es = e, and Vg, = V,. At this instant, the voltage of anode 2
is, for the first time in the interval {, < { < #;, sufficiently positive with
respect to its cathode for the tube to conduct. As soon, therefore, as
ey is equal to and ready to exceed e;, Vo = V,, and tube 2 conducts.
Conversely, between ¢; and 3, with tube 2 conducting,

eg = Vo — Vir + & (7-3)

so that Vi = (e —e2) + V,, and, since es > e; for # <t < {3
Vix < V,, and anode 1 cannot conduct. To summarize, the following
relations have been stated as applying in the time interval during which
anodes 1 and 2 are both positive:

t0<t<t1, (62_31)<0
t1<t<t3, (62‘—81)>0

As soon as (es — ¢;) becomes positive, the arc is commutated from
anode 1 to anode 2. The voltage (es — e1) is called the commutating
voltage.

Some general conclusions may be drawn from Figs. 7-1 and 7-2. If
a polyphase rectifier has p anodes and one of the p anodes is conducting
at all times during the a-c cycle of the supply voltage, and all anodes
conduct for equal intervals of time, then the conduction angle of any
one anode is 2« /p rad.
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The rectified voltage e differs from the secondary voltage of the con-
ducting anode by the amount of the constant tube drop. If tube drop
is neglected, the analysis of the output circuit is greatly simplified. Let
eq = the instantaneous value of the rectified voltage, which is actually
er but approximately e;, or ez, or e3 during the respective conducting
periods of these anodes. This rectified voltage is shown for the general

%
[ | J
| | |
o
|
! l !
~-T/p T/p 37/p wt

-

Fia. 7-3.  Rectified-voltage wave form of a p-anode rectifier.

case of a p-anode rectifier in Fig. 7-3. The vertical axis has been chosen
so that the Fourier analysis of the voltage ¢g will be simplified. In the
interval

—7/p < wt < 7/p, eq = K, cos ot (7-4)

where E,, is the peak voltage to neutral of the transformer secondary.
Also, for
7/p < wl < 3nw/p

eq = E,, cos (wt — 27/p) (7-5)
Let E; be the average value of the rectified voltage. Then,

P T/p

B, E,, cos wt d{wt) = P E,, sin il (7-6)
™ P

20 J _app

If E,, = \/2 E,, where E, is the rms value of the secondary voltage to
neutral, then

Ey/E, = \/2p/rsinn/p (7-7)

The ratios of 4 to E; as computed from Eq. 7-7 are tabulated according
to number of anodes as follows:

Eais | 0.90 1.1711.35
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7-3. Harmonic Analysis, p-Anode Rectifier

The amplitude of any harmonic in the general wave form of Fig. 7-3
may be obtained by applying the Fourier analysis to the wave form.
The symmetry of the wave form of Fig. 7-3 about the vertical axis (even
function) indicates that only cosine terms are needed in the Fourier
representation. Then,

ea(wt) = Eg+ 2, Epp 08 kot (7-8)
k=1

where Ej,, is the amplitude or peak value of the kth harmonic of voltage.
The wave form of Fig. 7-3 is repetitive at intervals of 2r/p rad.
Therefore, ‘

2 i 27
ed<wt +—> =E;+ Z By cos<kwt -+ Ic—-—)
D k=1 P

must be identical with e;(wt). This requirement will be met provided
that
2x/p = 2mn

where 7 is any integer. Therefore,
k=mnp (7-9)

and only those harmonies are involved that are multiples of p. For
p = 3, only the third, sixth, ninth, ete. harmonics are to be expected.
For p = 6, the fundamental frequency component is the sixth.

In accordance with the methods of Fourier analysis,

1 T
Eypn =— f eq c08 ket d(wt) (7-10)

™

Because of symmetry of the wave form of Fig. 7-3, Eq. 7-10 reduces to

p T/p
Epm == f g cos kot d(wt)

TV n/p

2p /P
= — f E,, cos wt cos kwt d(wt)
T Jo

2p . r)coskr/p
(-2E, snT)E"T/P 7-11
(- 78 3) 55 @

Also, Eq. 7-8 becomes

p . T 2 [ —2cos nr
eg =~ Epsin—|1+4+ 3 —5—5— ) cos npwl (7-11a)
T P n==1 n Y 1
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If £ is replaced by np, the nth-harmonic ripple fraction may be expressed
as follows:

_ T V2 7-12)
" TV2E: (p? - 1] @

For p = 3, » = 1, the fundamental ripple fraction is

= 12/8 = 0.177

Forp = 6,n = 1,
71 = V/2/35 = 0.0401

7-4. Load Current

The use of a high-current smoothing inductive reactor in series with
the load of Fig. 7-1 permits the assumption of a constant load current
as shown by Fig. 7-4. The load current for any anode conducting for

€a
v N T
Anode 1 2 3
{; T
iy I,
Y
wt

Fia. 7-4. Load current with heavily inductive load circuit.

27/p rad of cach cycle is I3 amp; the rms value of the secondary current
is given by

I \/1 " 2 d(u) La (7-13)
* 2% —r/p ’ . \/1_)

The secondary volt-ampere requirement for a load current of I; amp is
then pE,I,. A quantity known as the secondary utilization factor (UF),
is defined as the ratio of the d-¢ power output of the rectifier to the volt-
amperes supplied in the secondary. Thus, using Eqs. 7-13 and 7-7,
one has

E;l,; E; _ V 2psin n/p
pEJI, pE, ™

It can be shown that (UF), has a maximum value of 0.675 for p = 2.69.
A tabulation of values of (UF), indicates that p = 3 is the best practical

(UF), = (7-14)
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choice as far as the highest secondary utilization factor is concerned.
The decrease in (UF), with increasing number of anodes or phases in-

[~
—
[\V]

P 2 3

(UF), | 0.637 | 0.674 | 0.55 | 0.40

dicates that a higher secondary kilovolt-ampere rating is required for
a given d-¢c power output as the number of phases increases. This is one
of the principal disadvantages of polyphase rectifiers, but special second-
ary winding connections to be described later permit the reduction of
ripple fraction through the use of six anodes while securing effectively
the secondary utilization factor of the three-phase star arrangement.

7-6. Six-Phase Star or Three-Phase Full-Wave Circuit

Six-phase rectifier operation may be achieved by the use of center taps
on each of the three secondary windings of Fig. 7-1. The center taps
are all connected together as the neutral, as shown in Fig. 7-5. The
voltages, with respect to neutral of the two ends of each center-tapped

Primary

Secondary

JLoadl

Fr1c. 7-5. Six-phase star or three-phase full-wave rectifier connection.
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winding, are 180° out of phase, exactly as in the single-phase full-wave
case. The resulting phase relations between the respective anode
voltages are then as shown by the vector diagram of Fig. 7-6. The
rectified voltage wave form consists only of the caps of the sine waves.
Assuming perfect commutation, each anode conducts for #/3 rad of
each cycle. The conduction-current wave forms are shown in Fig. 7-6
for anodes 6, 1, and 2.

86 el €2 93 84 95
, AN //\\ //\\ SN S //

Sl XXX X/

\ /\ \ /

// // // \ // \\ / A\ // \\ //

- c / J/—__]r_ \Y; VARV, 4___;”__,

" TR
e €y m T wt

wt

F1c. 7-6. Vector diagram of six-phase star rectifier, with rectified-voltage wave form.

An advantage of the six-phase star cirecuit over the three-phase
half-wave is the fact that the d-¢ components cancel in the secondary
windings of the six-phase star, thus avoiding any tendency toward core
saturation. This is the usual advantage possessed by any full-wave
circuit over the half-wave circuit. Occasion will be found to refer to
this advantage in circuits to be described in later paragraphs.

7-6. Overlap; the Effect of Transformer Leakage Reactance

It has been assumed that commutation from one conducting anode
to the next is instantaneous. Actually, as a result of the presence of
leakage inductance in the transformer secondary windings, there is a
period of overlap during which the current of the outgoing anode de-
creases toward zero while the current of the incoming anode rises toward
its maximum value. The inductance involved includes not only the
leakage inductance of the transformer secondary windings, but also
inductances, including leakage inductances, reflected into the secondary
from the primary circuit. A portion of the rectified wave form of
Fig. 7-6 has been reproduced in Fig. 7-7, with the vertical axis coinciding
with the intersection of the voltage waves ¢; and e¢s. Tube drop has
been neglected.

Let L = the leakage inductance per phase, referred to the secondary
winding. With the origin of coordinates chosen as in TFig. 7-7, the
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Fie. 7-7. Overlap of conducting anodes.

equations of the overlapping voltage waves e; and ep are
e1 = B, cos (wt + 7/p)
(7-15)
es = E,, cos (wt ~ 7/p)

If anode 1 continues to conduct after e, exceeds e;, the following re-
]ation is obtained by applying Kirchhoff’s voltage law around the circuit
0-1-K-2-0, Fig. 7-5;

e — Ld’ll/dt + Ldlz/dt — €3 = 0
or ey — es = L(diy/dt — dis/dt) (7-16)
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Also, the sum of the instantaneous anode currents during overlap is
equal to the constant load current I, or

11+ 4 =14 (7-17)
diy = dis
F Eq. 7-1 —_— = = -
rom Kq. 7-17, i -+ pr 0 (7-18)

Now Eq. 7-16 may be written as follows, if tube drop is neglected:

ey — Ld’Ll/dt = €y — Ldlz/dt = €4 (7-19)
whence eq = (e1 + e2)/2 (7-20)
From Eqs. 7-16 and 7-18,
€] — €3 = 2L dll/dt (7—21)
or Epfcos (wt + 7/p) — cos {wt — w/p)] = —2E,, sin wt sin =/p
= 2L diy/dt (7-22)
From Eq. 7-21,
. En . T .
1 = — ——s1n—fs1nwtwdt
oL p
E, =
= — sin — cos wt + C;
wL p

where Cy is a constant of integration. At time ¢ = 0 (Fig. 7-7) the
current in phase 1 is equal to the load current Iz, and the current in
phase 2, anode 2, is zero, with anode 2 beginning to conduct. Therefore,

E, . =
01 = Id d ;% smz—)
and, after { = 0, the expression for current ¢; is given by
E
i = Iz — ~Zsin = (1 — cos wi) (7-23)
oL T p

From Eq. 7-17, and with oL = X,
E,, T
ig = Igq — 43 = —sin — (1 — cos wf) (7-24)
X p

According to Eq. 7-20, the voltage eq during overlap is
es = LBy [cos (ot + 7/p) + cos (wt — 7/p)]
= E,, cos ot cos w/p (7-25)
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At ot = u, the angle of overlap as shown on Fig. 7-7,
. m . T

i =0=1I;— —sin— (1 — cosu)
X p

;X
so that cosuy =1— ——— (7-26)
E, sinw/p

Computation of the angle of overlap is possible from Eq. 7-26 if the
reactance X is known. The rectified voltage equation during overlap
(Eq. 7-25) has been sketched in heavy black ink with p = 3, on Iig. 7-7.
The actual output voltage, beginning with wt = 0, follows the solid
black portion of the cosine curve, Eq. 7-25, for 0 < wt < u. At the end
of this interval, the eurrent ¢, reaches the d-¢ value Iy. In the interval
u < wt < 2r/p, dig/dt = 0, and eg = e5 (see Kq. 7-19). The effect of
the leakage inductance and resulting overlap is shown, in Fig. 7-7, to
cause a distortion of the output-direct-voltage wave form. The new
value of the average output voltage E; is given by

2r[p
[f E,, cos wt cos— d(wt) + E,, cos <wt - —> d(wt)]
p

(7-27)

m SIN — — ———

pE, . ™ pXly p( . T I,zX>
n = E
P

which indicates that the output voltage decreases linearly with load
current 4. Since, from Eq. 7-26,

I;X = E,, sin T (1 — cosu)
D

1 —cosu
Ed=—ZZE sin — [1 -(————-———2]
P

T 2
u
~PE, snt (1 — sin? —>
T P 2
LU
= B4, — Eg,sin? 5 } (7-28)

where now Ey, is the direct output voltage found before (Eq. 7-6) by
neglecting the leakage inductance. The quantity Eg, sin® u/2 is evi-
dently a decrease in direct output voltage due to leakage reactance.
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Expressions for the currents ¢, and 7, may be obtained in terms of the
angle of overlap u by use of Eq. 7-26 in the form

E, sinw/p 3 1
I;X 1 —cosu
. 1 — cos wt
Thus, 7 = I (1 - ———————) (7-29)
1 —cosu
. 1 — cos wt
and ip = Ig <———-> (7-30)
1 —cosu

The rms value of the secondary current I, was computed in Eq. 7-13
for the condition of zero overlap. The dependence of I, upon the angle
of overlap may be obtained from Eqs. 7-29 and 7-30 and Fig. 7-7.
During the indicated intervals along the wt axis, the respective currents
in phase 2 are given by the following:

0 <ot <u, 12 given by Eq. 7-30
2
U < ot < ——) , I; constant
D
2w 2r ..
— )<t < —+u, 73 given by Eq. 7-29
Y P

for the interval 0 < wt < u in which the current is identically the same
at the end of the conduction period of anode 1 as at the end of the con-
duction period of anode 2. Then, the rms phase current is

1 u (2r/p) e
m=—{f@WWHJ‘pMﬂm+fhwwq
2 0 u 0

12 {1 P [sin w(2 + cos u) — u(l + 2 cos u)]} (7-31)

or

(1 — cosu)?
The expression for I, may be simplified by the substitution

sin 4(2 + cos u) — u(l 4+ 2 cos u)
(1 — cos w)?

2mp(u) = (7-32)

A series for ¢(u) may be convenient for computation, and is given by

2
b = (14 4 ) (7-33)
157 84
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The function ¥(u) determines the correction to be made in the expres-
sion previously developed for I; thus, Eq. 7-31 becomes

I = 2N (7-34)

S

The effects of overlap upon rectifier performance may be shown
graphically. Curves are available in various references »? and will not
be repeated here.

7-7. The Three-Phase Bridge Circuit

A three-phase circuit which achieves an output wave form equivalent
to that of the six-phase star is known as a three-phase bridge circuit and
is shown in Fig. 7-8. The secondary line-to-line voltages E¢z, Ep4, and

Primary

Secohdary
Fig. 7-8. Three-phase bridge.

E ¢ are applied to the load through two tubes in series. For example,
Ecp is applied through tubes 5 and 3 when B is positive with respect
to C; Epa is applied through tubes 4 and 2 when 4 is positive with
respect to B. Later by = rad in the a-c cycle, these voltages have re-
versed polarity. Thus, for example, when C is positive and B negative,
Ejp¢ is applied through tubes 6 and 2. In each cycle, each tube conducts
for two 60° intervals, overlap being neglected. An advantage of the
three-phase bridge circuit is that it combines the desirable secondary
utilization factor of the three-phase circuit with the wave form of the six-
phase star. Further, current flows in both directions in the transformer

! Marti and Winograd, Mercury Arc Rectifiers—Theory and Practice, McGraw-
Hill Book Co.

2 Millman and Seely, Electronics, McGraw-Hill Book Co.; MIT Staff, 4pplied
Elecironics, John Wiley & Sons.
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secondary winding, eliminating the tendency toward core saturation.
An analysis of this circuit has been called for in the problems.

7-8. The Three-Phase Double-Wye Circuit

One of the most frequently used polyphase rectifier circuits is the
three-phase double-wye shown in Fig. 7-9. The delta-connected primary

Fra. 7-9. Cireuit and secondary-voltage wave forms of a three-phase double-wye
rectifier.

is not shown. The circuit consists essentially of two wye-connected
secondaries with neutrals connected together through a center-tapped
inductor known as an interphase reactor or transformer. Secondary
windings 0-1 and 0’4 are fed by the same primary winding and have
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voltages 180° out of phase. The same relation exists between windings
0-3 and 0’-6 and between 0-5 and 0'—2. The vector diagrams of the re-
spective secondary-phase voltages are shown in the lower parts of
Fig. 7-9, along with the wave forms. At a time such as f;, anodes 1 and 2
are both conducting; voltages eg and ez are zero, and e; and ey are nega-
tive. At &y, there is commutation of conduction current from 1 to 3.
Meanwhile, anode 2 continues to conduct until {3 when anode 4 takes
over. Two anodes, one from the odd-numbered group and one from
the even-numbered group, conduct simultaneously, and the two groups
of anodes are enabled to behave independently of each other as a result
of the presence of the interphase reactor. Overlap resulting from trans-
former leakage reactance has been neglected in the foregoing.

In the following analysis tube drop will be neglected. The voltage
across the interphase reactor is shown in assumed positive sense by the
arrow (Fig. 7-9), and the voltage between mid-tap and either end of the
interphase reactor is represented by er. Kirchhoff’s voltage law will
now be written for time ¢;, first for a loop involving the two conducting
anodes and the interphase reactor, and second for a loop including one
conducting anode and the load. For this purpose, the voltage across the
smoothing choke will be neglected. The equations, with v = the volt-
age drop across the load, are:

e — e — 2, =0 (7-35)
e —eL =10 (7-36)
e+ e =v (7-37)

From Eq. 7-35, and the sum of Eqgs. 7-36 and 7-37,
er, = (ey — e)/2 (7-38)
and v={(e; + e)/2 (7-39)

One of the important differences between the six-phase star and the
three-phase double wye is the load wave form. For the six-phase star,
the load wave form is identical with the secondary voltage of the con-
ducting anode during its period of conduction, if tube drop and overlap
are neglected. For the three-phase double-wye circuit, however, the
load voltage wave form is the average of the voltages of the two wind-
ings supplying the simultaneously conducting anodes, as shown by
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Eq. 7-39. The sketch of v given on Fig. 7-10 was obtained from Eq. 7-39
where
e, = E,, cos wt

and ey = E,, cos (0wt — 7/3)

with the origin of coordinates taken as shown on Fig. 7-9. Then,

\/?—) T
v=——EF,cos{ot —— (7-40)
2 6

for the interval during which anodes 1 and 2 conduct simultaneously.
Then, at ¢ = i3, the current shifts from 1 to 3, and shortly thereafter,

et es V3

= —F, sin wt (7-41)
2 2

v

The caps of the two waves for which the equations are given by Egs. 7-40
and 7-41 are portions of the output voltage waves from their intersec-

73 27w/3 wt

\%-Em cos (wt = 7/6)

Fre. 7-10. Load-voltage wave form, resistance load, for three-phase, double-wye
circuit.

tions to the right and to the left (Fig. 7-10) until similar intersections
with other average voltages » are encountered. The complete output-
voltage wave form may be plotted from equations obtained from the
individual secondary-winding voltages combined two at a time as in
Eqgs. 7-40 and 7-41.

Another method of analysis avoids writing the individual equations
for the separate portions of the various anode voltages by using the
Fourier series to represent the wave tops between intersections of the
positive portions of the waves of Fig. 7-9. Two Fourier series are needed,
one for the odd-, the other for the even-numbered group of voltages,
under the condition of zero load. Let eg;(wf) represent the no-load
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voltage of the odd-numbered group of windings, lower part of Fig. 7-9,
and ego(wt) the even-numbered voltage wave form. Equations 7-8 and
7-11 provide the relations from which the series may be written. For
p=3,

3\/?—» Cos nr
E,

Egum = —
3nm T m (3n)2 —

and

1+ —

n=1 (3"’)2

3\/5 [ —2 cos nw ]
cos 3nwt

=3\/§

2

1 2
E, (1 + — cos 3wt — — cos 6wt
4 35

2
+ 0 cos wt — - +> (7-42)

The even-numbered voltages lag the odd voltages by 7/3 rad but
are otherwise identical. Therefore,
eaz(wt) = egy(wt — 60°)
_3V3

2

1 2 2
E'm(l — — 08 3wt — — cos 6wt — — cos Ywi —---—)
4 35 80

(7-43)

The load voltage v as expressed by Egs. 7-39 and 7-41 involves spe-
cifie sine-wave caps. For the general case, using the series,

_ed1+ed2_3\/§Em< 2 )

— — cos 6wl — (7-44)
2 27 35

and the fundamental frequency is the sixth harmonie, as for the six-
phase star. The interphase reactor voltage er as given by Eq. 7-38

becomes
€41 — €dn 3'\/~E

1
ey, = = ¢os 3wt + — cos Ywi
g 2 2r (4 ol o o8 et £+ )

3V3E,

T

1
(cos 3wt + —I—Ocos 9ot 4+ -4 > (7-45)
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The analysis for the current in load and secondary is facilitated by
the use of Eq. 7-45. Since two anodes overlap at all times, each con-
tributes half of the direet current ;. The wave form is complicated,
however, by the current in the interphase reactor. The voltage ¢z, in
each half of the interphase reactor produces a current 7, lagging the

Group 1,
voltages
wt
- Group 1,
Id/2 currents
wt
22
! Group 2,
l voltages
!
i . wt

L
TR TN TN Group 2,
Iz | currents
¥

F1a. 7-11.  Anode voltages and currents, three-phase double-wye.

voltage. If the resistance of the interphase reactor is neglected, and
if ez be represented by the first term only of Eq. 7-45, then

3V3E,
= ————cos (Bt — 90°) =
87 (3wl.) 8rwL

m

17, sin 3wl (7-46)

This current iz, flows through the two windings, one of group 1 and the
other of group 2, which are operating in parallel, and is therefore super-
imposed upon their normal load currcnts. This superposition is shown
by the heavy-line curve in Fig. 7-11. The amplitude of 47 must of neces-
sity be less than 31 in order for the anodes to pass current always in the
forward direction. For the maximum value of 7; to flow, the load
current must be such that

UL max = Id/2 = €y, max/3‘-"L (7'47)

Let X = 2(3wL), the entire reactance of the interphase reactor at the
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third-harmonic frequency. Then Eq. 7-47 may be written as

. 2BV3E, 3V3E, LI7E,

7-48
8rX /2 2 X X ( )

d
where I; may be referred to as the transition or critical load current,
and an abrupt change in output voltage may be expected as the load
current is increased from zero and as it passes through the transition
value. For values of load current less than I, the relations previously
derived do not hold, for the rectifier does not pass reverse current. At
zero load current, the current 7z, must become zero, since conduction in
the inverse direction through one of the overlapping anodes would be
required for its existence. Therefore, at no load, there is no voltage
across the interphase reactor and the neutrals of the two wye-connected
secondary windings are at the same potential. The rectifier then be-
haves, for zero load, as a six-phase star connected rectifier, and the no-
load voltage is

6 = 3V2
Ey = —E, sin— = E, = 1.35E, (7-49)

T 6 T

At transition, E; = 3\/3E,/2r = 1.17E, (7-50)

Thus, the per cent regulation between zero load and the load corre-
sponding to transition is

100(1.35 — 1.17)E,/1.17E, = 15.4 per cent

Between zero load and critical load current, the drop in voltage depends

E;

1.35E,

1L17E, \l
|
1
|
|

I
e

Load current 1,

F1a. 7-12. Voltage regulation of double-wye rectifier.

upon the interphase reactor, but, for loads greater than I/, the drop in
voltage depends upon the leakage reactance of the transformer. The
curve of Fig. 7-12 shows a typical variation of output voltage with in-
creasing load current.
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The angle of overlap between consecutively conducting anodes for
load currents exceeding I, may be found by applying Eq. 7-26. Let
X’ be the leakage reactance per phase referred to the secondary. Then,

1;/2X’
cosy=1——— (7-51)
B sin7/3
;X' .
or —— = E, sin— (1 — cos u) (7-52)
2 3
3E, Lor IgX7
From Eq. 7-27, Ej=—1|2sin- — — (7-53)
2% 3 2K,

where I3/2 for the three-phase double-wye case replaces the I; in the
general case of Kq. 7-27. From Eqs. 7-52 and 7-53,

3E, = LU
E;=—sgin—{1 — sin®? —
3 2

T
u
= 1.17E, cos® > (7-54)

The secondary utilization factor of the three-phase double-wye
circuit is exactly the same as that of the three-phase half-wave circuit,
but the primary utilization factor is very good and exactly the same as
that of the three-phase bridge circuit. Both primary and secondary
utilization factors are better for the three-phase double-wye than for
the six-phase star. The comparative values are as follows:

(UF), (UF),

Double wye 0.955 0.675

Six-phase star 0.78 0.551
PROBLEMS

7-1. Assuming a one-to-one primary-to-secondary turns ratio, sketch the primary
current wave form for a three-phase half-wave rectifier circuit. Assume that all
harmonies existing in the secondary wave form (except of course the d-¢ term) are
reflected in the primary current. Compute the primary and secondary utilization
factors. Negleet overlap.

7-2. Compute the primary utilization factor for the six-phase star rectifier cir-
cuit, with assumptions as in problem 7-1.
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7-3. Compute (UF), and (UF), for the three-phase double-wye circuit. Sketch
primary-current wave forms as in problem 7-1, but neglect the third-harmonic com-
ponent of current in computing (UF),.

7-4. A certain double-wye rectifier is required to deliver 1000 kw at a full-load
output voltage of 625 volts. It is specified that the transition current be 2 per cent
of full-load current. The allowable voltage regulation from critical to full load is
4 per cent. Compute (@) inductance of the interphase reactor, () maximum per-
missible transformer leakage reactance.

7-5. A three-phase double-wye rectifier circuit is rated to supply 600 kw at 600
volts. The tube drop is 20 volts. The output current is assumed constant, and
overlap is neglected. Compute (a) the transformer secondary voltage per phase,
(b) the ratio of d-c¢ power delivered to the load to the power delivered at transformer
secondary, (¢) the direct current supplied by each anode, (d) the rms value of sec-
ondary-winding current to each anode, (¢) the required kva ratings of primary and
secondary.

7-6. The equation for the rectified voltage of a p-anode rectifier, if tube drop is

neglected, is
—2cosn
eg = L B, sinzr-[l + Z (—2-3—0——7'-) cos n'pwt:l
T P n=1\ np* — 1

(a) Obtain an expression for the ripple factor for a three-phase half-wave rectifier
for a resistance load with no filter.

(b) Derive an expression for the ripple factor if an L-section filter of series in-
ductance and shunt capacitance is connected between rectifier and load. In each
case, approximations are suggested.

7-7. Derive an expression for the efficiency of rectification of a p-anode rectifier
with pure resistance load By, tube drop V,, peak secondary voltage to neutral Ep,.

2ep

|

F1a. P7-8.

7 Load l'

7-8. Two simultaneously conducting anodes of a three-phase double-wye rectifier
are shown in the sketch. Voltages ey, es, and ey, are voltage rises in the indicated
positive sense; v is the instantaneous load voltage drop. Take e; = Ey, cos wi as
reference voltage. Neglect tube drop.

(@) Obtain expressions for the instantaneous values of ez, and of » from the given
data, and sketch v on the same diagram with e; and eo.

(b) By the use of the proper limits, namely, 0 < «t < /3, for v in part a, show that
the rectified direct load voltage is Ey = 1.17E,, where B, = E,/\/2.
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7-9. The primary-secondary transformer winding relations for the three-phase
double-wye circuit above are shown partially by the sketch below. Sketch the block
current diagrams for (a) the two secondary windings and (b) the primary winding.

—_—y e ——>
Ny Ny

—WUUWWW‘G‘T

1

Primary

Fig. P7-9.

Show proper phase relations. (c) Derive the following over-all (all-winding) volt-
ampere relations:

1) (va)p = 1.225E,Is

@) (va)s = V3 E.ly
(I4 is the direct load current.)

7-10. A three-phase, double-wye rectifier delivers 100 kw at 500 volts direct cur-
rent and operates delta to double wye from a 2300-volt line. Tube drop is 20 volts
when conducting. Do not neglect it. Find (a) the required transformer turns ratio,
(b) the input kva rating required.

7-11. The secondary-winding voltage of a six-phase star-connected rectifier trans-
former is 550 volts rms. Tube drop is 20 volts when conducting. The transformer
is rated 2 kva. Compute the maximum d-¢ power and direct load current which
may be delivered to a resistance load without exceeding the transformer rating.

7-12. Derive the following relations for a three-phase double-wye rectifier:

(a) cosu =1 — 0.40813X'/E,

() Ba = 117E, — 0.2391,X’
where the symbols have their usual meanings and X’ is the leakage reactance of
each secondary individual winding.

7-13. A delta-to-double-wye rectifier transformer is delivering 200 kw at 250
volts direct current. Arc drop is 20 volts and must not be neglected. The trans-
former is fed from a 13,000-volt three-phase system.

(a) Determine the secondary voltage to neutral, rms.

(b) Assuming the usual block currents, sketch the current wave forms in correct
phase relation for the two secondary windings, fed from a single primary winding,

(¢) Sketch the primary-winding wave form.

(d) Sketch the line-current wave form.

() Compute the maximum values of primary and of line currents.

7-14. It is desired to use three transformers with center-tapped secondary wind-
ings in a six-phase star rectifier. The rectifier is to supply 500 kw at 500 volts.
The rectifier is to operate from a 440-volt line. Neglect overlap and tube drop.
Find (@) Ems of secondary winding, (b) volt-ampere rating of secondary winding,
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(¢) volt-ampere rating of primary winding, (d) ripple factor, (¢) wave form of line
current to primary winding if primary coils are connected in delta.

7-15. 1t is required to provide d-¢ power of 220 kw at 550 volts. An a-c power
system will supply power at 2300 volts line to line, three phase. Specify primary
and secondary transformer ratings, including kva and rms voltage if (@) a delta to
six-phase star connection is used, (b) a delta to three-phase double-wye connection
is used. Neglect leakage reactance and are drop.

7-16. Assume that the leakage reactance (per primary winding) of the three-phase
double-wye transformer used to supply the load in problem 7-15 is 6 per cent as
given by X, = 0.06E,/I,, where E and I, are the rms primary voltage and current.

(@) Compute the necessary inductance of the interphase reactor if it is required
that transition from six-phase star to double-three-phase operation occur at 20 amp
load current.

(b) Compute the voltage regulation of the rectifier between full load and transition.

7-17. Including the effects of leakage reactance (problem 7-16):

(a) Compute the actual full-load voltage with the transformer used, three phase
double wye, and sketch eg(wt).

(b) Make any indicated corrections in transformer turns ratio (problem 7-15b) to
overcome the effects of overlap.

7-18. Analyze the delta-wye three-phase bridge circuit of Fig. 7-8 as follows:

(a) Sketch the load-voltage wave form, neglecting tube drop.

(b) Sketeh the anode current block wave forms, identifying with specified anodes
and secondary voltages.

(¢) Show that B, = KEy, neglecting tube drop and overlap, and find K.

7-19. (a) Specify transformer primary and secondary ratings for a three-phase
bridge rectifier supplying 10 kw d-¢c power at 5000 volts. Neglect overlap.

(b) Analyze for overlap and specify the nature of the needed corrections if trans-
former leakage reactances are 7 per cent per primary winding.



CHAPTER 8

TUNED RADIO-FREQUENCY AND
BAND-PASS AMPLIFIERS

THE CIRCUIT THEORY AND BEHAVIOR OF ELECTRON TUBES HAS BEEN
illustrated in earlier chapters by providing first-order linear analysis of
behavior of high-vacuum tubes as used in audio-frequency voltage and
power amplifiers. The present chapter is concerned with a brief analysis
of the tuned radio-frequency and of the intermediate-frequency band-
pass amplifier. In each of these tube applications, the circuit theory is
somewhat' more complex than for the audio-frequency range, and it is
advisable to begin the study by presenting, in the first sections, the
necessary review of circuit theory.

8-1. Tuned Circuits

If the current flowing in a series circuit of B, L, and C is plotted
against frequency, the result is illustrated by the curve of Fig. 8-1. It
is assumed that the current is supplied by a constant-voltage generator
of variable frequency and negligible internal impedance. The sharpness
of resonance of the circuit, which is a measure of its frequency-selective
property or selectivity, is usually expressed by the frequency interval
fo — f1 = Af, the bandwidth of the circuit. The frequencies f; and f,
are defined by the reactances

X1 = 1/0)10 — wlL = R (8-1)

wsLl — 1/weC = R (8-2)

It

and X,
from which the bandwidth is

Af = R/27L (8-3)
At resonance X, = o, — 1/w,C =0 and I, = E/R. At either fre-

quency, fi or fa, l I|= E/\/Q—R2 = 1/\/5 I,, and the power delivered
249
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F1e. 8-1. Resonance curve for series B, L, C circuit.

to the circuit is one-half that delivered at the resonant frequency. The
ratio

Af/fr = R/er = l/Qs (8—4)

is the fractional frequency discrimination of the circuit. Here, @,
= w,L/R.

In a parallel circuit of R,,, L, and C, the magnitude of the impedance
depends upon frequency as shown in Fig. 8-2, where it is assumed that
both reactive elements have negligible losses, and that the current is

F1e. 8-2. Resonance curve for a parallel R, L, C circuit.
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supplied by a constant-current generator of variable frequency and
very high internal resistance. Again, the angular frequencies w; and
wg are defined by the susceptances

/oL — &,C = 1/Rq, (8-5)
and woC — 1wl = 1/R,, (8-6)
The bandwidth is
fo —f1 = Af = 1/27Ra,C (8-7)
and the fractional frequency discrimination is
af 1 1
Jor  2nfuRaC @ &9
where @ = —EL = wgrCRer (8-9)
(1/warC)

The admittance of the circuit is ¥, the impedance Z. The impedance is
given by

1/Z = 1/Ryr 4 j(wC — 1/wL) (8-10)
At the frequency of antiresonance, the total susceptance becomes zero,

or
warC = 1/werLi (8-11)
and Z = R,,.
Equation 8-10 may be expressed in terms of @, as follows:

R‘"—1+' CR (i ! )
7z T eert e\ T Ll
= 1+ jQp(f/far — far/S) (8-12)
Re,

(8-13)

From Eq. 8-12, Z = -
L+ 5Qp(f/far — far/S)
from which may be obtained a normalized resonance curve of l VA I /R,

plOtted againSt Q:D(f/far - far/f)) Flg 8-3.

The normalized resonance curve is frequently presented in terms of
the frequency off-resonance expressed in fractional form. A quantity
that may be referred to as the fractional frequency deviation from
resonance is defined as

) (f - far)/far (8‘14)
so that f/far =143 (8'15)
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1Z!

0.707

[ [ [ [
-20 =10 0 10 2.0 oQ,

F1a. 8-3. Universal resonance curve for the circuit of Fig. 8-2.

In terms of the parameters @, and §, Eq. 8-13 becomes

z 1
Bor 1+ 76p0(2 + 0)/(1 + 6)

(8-16)

If the circuit is sufficiently selective, § << 1, and Eqg. 8-16 becomes

z 1
Rar ™ 1+ 372Q,8

(8-17)

The bandwidth, from Eq. 8-17, may be obtained from the requirement
that )

20,8 = 1 (8-18)

or

B 98 = 201 ~ fufur = Af/fur = 1/Q,

1l
4]
Q

If the circuit of Fig. 8-2 is represented
as shown in Fig. 84, Eq. 8-17 still
applies, with @, = wq,L/E.

A useful interpretation of @, (or of
@Q,) may be obtained as follows. Assume
that the voltage across the circuit of Fig.
8-2'is sinusoidal. Then, the maximum
energy stored in the capacitor in a cycle is

F1a. 8-4. Another form of the par-
allel-resonant circuit.

1oV,
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where V,, is the peak value of the voltage. The energy dissipated in
the resistance per cycle is

Ty.2sin? wt Vo2
f di = T
0 Ra,r 2Rar
The ratio
Maximum energy stored in a cycle CV,.2
Energy dissipated per eycle 2(Va2/Rar)T

= fRarC = 27".flgar0/27r = QP/ZW

Therefore, a more general definition of @ may be stated as 2r times the
ratio of energy stored to energy dissipated per frequency cycle. In this
form, the parameter Q is usefully applied to circuits having distributed
constants. IExamples of such circuit elements are sections of trans-
mission lines, wave guides, and cavity resonators.

8-2. Tuned Coupled Circuits

If Ry, Ry, Ly, Ls, Cy are, respectively, the primary- and secondary-
circuit constants of the magnetically coupled circuit in Fig. 8-5, then,

) VEI L, L, ®

AMAN MWV

Rl RZ
F1c. 8-5. Tuned secondary coupled circuit.
with X, = wly, X; = wly — 1/wCs, X, = wM, the driving-point im-
pedance as seen at the secondary terminals 2 is '

Zss' = Ry + sz + sz/(Rl + jXp>

X2 X2
=Ry +—" R, + (X———ﬁﬁX> 8-19
2 R+ X,2 117 R+ X2 ») )

If the secondary reactance X, is adjustable, the secondary current will
be maximum (resonance) when the circuit is closed at 2 if

X2

=X 8-20
R]_2 + sz r ( )

8
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The circuit impedance as seen at terminals 2 becomes a pure resistance,
Rzz’ or

X,
R22' = R2 + —)‘(— Rl (8—21)

p

In case the primary reactance only is adjustable, as in Fig. 8-6, since at

VW VW
R, Ry

Fi1a. 8-6. Coupled circuit with primary tuning.

terminals 1 the driving-point impedance is

Z1y' = Ry + jXp + Xn?/(Rs + jX4)

2
m

2
m

- m"’> (8-22)

=B+ R2+j(Xp

22 + st
then the primary current will be maximum, the power delivered to the

secondary will be maximum, and thus also the secondary current will be
a maximum if X, is tuned such that

sz
T REF X2

Xp

X, (8-23)

The driving-point impedance at 1 is then a pure resistance of value
Rlll = Rl + (Xp/Xs)RZ (8‘24)

The secondary-current response as a function of frequency has a
resonant peak, similar to that of Fig. 8-1, at the resonant frequency,
regardless of whether the tuning is done in the primary or in the sec-
ondary. For the case of two tuning adjustments, one in the primary and
one in the secondary, as in Fig. 8-7, the response current has, in general,
two resonant peaks. The optimum tuning adjustment is that for which
the driving-point impedances at 1 and at 2 are both pure resistances.
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¢ M Gy
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C"P TE Ly Ly
R, R, f

Fra. 8-7. Coupled circuit with both primary and secondary tuning.

The requirements are those of Eqs. 8-20 and 8-23 occurring simulta-
neously. The result obtained by eliminating X, from Eqs. 8-20 and 8-23
is that

X,/X, = Rp/R, (8-25)

where B, and R, include all the resistances of the respective meshes,
including those of the generator and of the load. The driving-point
impedances become

lel = Rp + (Xp/Xs)Rs
= Ry, + (Bp/R)Rs = By + R, (8-26)
and Z22, = Rs + (Rs/Rp)Rp = Rs -+ Rs (8-27)

Therefore, the simultaneous adjustment, at a given frequency of primary
and secondary reactances according to Eqgs. 8-20 and 8-23 results in an
impedance match with maximum power transfer in both primary and
secondary meshes. The corresponding expression for X, is

X = VR,R, + X,X, (8-28)

The response curve of secondary current (Fig. 8-7) depends upon the
amount of coupling between primary and secondary circuits. Thus, if
X, is less than V R,R,, the coupling is said to be insufficient, and a
single resonant peak of secondary current occurs at the resonant fre-
quency. If both primary and secondary meshes are tuned according to
Eqs. 8-20 and 8-23 at the same frequency of resonance, then a series of
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curves similar to those shown in Fig. 8-8 may be obtained as the value of
k, the coefficient of coupling, is varied. Curve 1 has insufficient coupling,
and curve 2 has critical coupling for which

X = VR,R, (8-29)

I,]

f
F1c. 8-8. Secondary resonance curves, 1 to 4, with respectively increasing k.

The secondary response curve of the double-tuned circuit can be made to
approximate a band-pass filter characteristic, as illustrated in Fig. 8-9,
by properly coupling the circuits together. This is the fundamental
problem of design of a band-pass amplifier.

L]

AYA RS

Actual

af

F1e. 8-9. Ideal and actual frequency characteristies of a band-pass amplifier.
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8-3. Analysis of the Tuned Coupled Circuit

Before beginning the study of the tuned amplifier, it seems desirable to
present a more complete analysis of the tuned coupled circuit than was
given in Section 8-2. In particular, it is important to know the con-
ditions under which two resonant peaks occur in the secondary response
curve, the location of the peaks, and the bandwidth of the secondary
response when two peaks occur. This information is desirably presented
in terms of circuit @, the critical coefficient of coupling, and the resonant

£, M R,
S
I AV
Cl Il IZ
2 L, L, Com~ |V,

Fra. 8-10. Coupled circuit, with tuning capacitors so adjusted that both primary and
secondary are tuned individually to series resonance at w = wy.

frequency. The objective of the present section is to present such a
general analysis. This analysis will later be used for the study of the
tuned radio-frequency and tuned band-pass amplifiers.

The commonly used, inductively coupled circuit is shown in Fig. 8-10.
The mesh equations for the circuit are

Vi=0LZyu+ IxZy
0= 10,Z15+ I:Z5
where Zy =Ry +jX11 = By + j(wL; — 1/wCy)
Zog = Ry + jXo2 = Ry + jlwls — 1/w(Cs)
Zyg = —juM

(8-30)

(8-31)

The secondary current I, is then given by

_V1Z12
L=l
Z11Z22 - Z12

and the voltage across Cs by
1 ) ViM
[(Ry + jX11) (R + jX22) + o*M?1C,

Ve =1, < (8-32)

JwCy
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Now k = M/ \/LILZ, the coefficient of coupling; it is assumed that the
primary and secondary are individually tuned to series resonance at

w = wy and that the two circuits are then coupled together magnetically.
Then,

w02 = 1/L101 = 1/L202 (8-33)
the primary and secondary circuit @’s are, respectively,
Q1 = wLi/By
(8-34)
and Q2 = sz/ R2

where « is any frequency near resonance. The first and second equa-
tions of 8-31 may then be revised so as to involve the @’s, wy, and % so
that

Zyy = Bi + joln(1 — w®/o?) = oln[1/@ + j(1 — 1/F?)]
Zys = wLs[1/Qy + j(1 — 1/F?)]
where F is a frequency ratio,
F=uw/wg=Fflfo=1+38 (8-35)

Also, in Eq. 8-32, M = k'V LiLy;. Thus, Eq. 8-32 expressed as a volt-
age ratio becomes, with some algebraic simplification,

Vz kv L2/L1

Vi 1 1\2 1
QT ) BT )

. Q192 F Q192 F
Equation 8-32 is the fundamental equation from which nearly all the
following equations and interpretations are to be derived. No approxi-

mations have been used in the derivation of Eq. 8-36.
In case @, and Q. are very large (negligible R; and R,), Eq. 8-36

becomes
Vs B EV Ly/Ly
Vi Pk — (1 — 1/F%?

(8-36)

(8-37)
At resonance, F = 1, and

(8-38)

o
ol
SIS

v,
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At resonance, but with B; and R not neglected,

Vo B EV Lo/ Ly (8.30)
Vi kK4 1/Q:Q:
The voltage ratio Va/V; becomes maximum at a critical value of k& = k,
which, from Eq. 8-39 is (by maximizing V,/V;)
Fo = 1/VQ:1Qs (8-40)

the critical coupling. Since

ke = M/N'LiL, = V' RiRy/oV L Ly

the corresponding value of wM is
oM = V RR, (8-41)

The resistance coupled into the primary at resonance with ecritical
coupling is
w2ﬂ12/R2 = R1R2/R2 = R1

Thus at resonance, with & = k,, the secondary current reaches the maxi-
mum possible value, and the maximum possible voltage ratio Vy/V is

then
14 k.VLy/L 1 L
(—3) AL L S Vs |7 (8-42)
max 1

Vi1 2k,?

8-4. Condition for Double Peaks

The coupling necessary to produce two peaks of the given curve,
Vo/V1 vs. f/fo, may be obtained to a very good approximation from
Eq. 8-36 by noting that the frequency ratio F = f/f, remains reasonably
constant, and not too different from unity, in the range of frequency of
interest, while the quantity (1 — 1/F?) varies rapidly with very small
changes in F. Therefore, it is justified that the factor F in the denom-
inator of Eq. 8-36 be considered constant in the vicinity of a peak of the
curve (Vo/V71), but that the frequency-dependent variable be designated
as

a=(1-—1/F% (8-43)

With Eq. 8-36 written as

v

kN Lo/Ly

Q1+ @
k2 k 2 __ 2\2 ( ) 2
\/( R e

(8-44)
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the derivative of 1 Va/Vy l with respect to a2 becomes zero for

Q1+ Qz)
Q:1Q2

Therefore, a critical value of the frequency-varying quantity a® may be
found from Eq. 845 as

k? 1 /Q; + @2\
=kt g (‘W‘)] (840

A corresponding critical value of @ = (1 — 1/F?) then requires that

K? 1 /G + Q2)2
Z 41> X1 T ®2
a1z gs(

20k + k2 — a?) = ( (8-45)

QQ:

2 2

N (3) s s @@
ke 2(Q12)

k f
which becomes k_ = (Zi -+ g;) (8-47)

Thus, if the actual-to-critical coupling ratio exceeds the value given by
Eq. 847, two peaks of the secondary response curve occur. The fact
that the critical valuesof @ = (1 — 1/F?) represent frequencies at which
the ratio | V/V; | is maximum rather than minimum may be shown by
sketching the gain curve or by locating the minimum which occurs
between the two maxima.

It should be observed from Eq. 8-47 that for identical coils, that is,
for Q; = Q,, the condition for double peaks becomes simply

k= k, (8-48)

The frequencies at which the peaks occur may be found closely enough
for practical purposes by use of Eq. 846, from which

_ 1 _ ke\? Q1 + Q2)2]
e=l-m= ik\/l - (?) {—1 1 90,20.%% 2
w19 1

and Fp=—-= 0 3 (8-49)
v e[ G
Q: G

where w;” is the lower, ws’ the upper angular frequency at which the
peaks, corresponding to the 4+ or — sign in Eq. 8-49, occur. For spe-

’



Ch. 8 BANDWIDTH FOR NARROW-BAND CIRCUITS 261

cific values of the @’s and the coefficient of coupling, the frequency inter-
val fo — fi’ between peaks may easily be computed from Eq. 8-49.
In the particular case for which @, = @5, and provided k > k.,

Fo1/V1+k (8-50)

If, in addition, % is small compared to unity, which is frequently the
case, the binomial theorem applied to Eq. 8-50 yields

Fp=1Lk/2 (8-51)
which shows that, for the approximations used,

w’ = wo(l — k/2)

(8-52)
and wp' = wo(l + k/2)
Then, wg’ - wl' = kwo
or Af' = fa' — fi" = kfo (8-53)

Aiken! has shown that the bandwidth over which 1 Va/V4 I = the gain
at resonance is equal to /2 Af’, where Af’ is the frequency interval
between peaks.

The magnitude of the ratio V,/V, at the two peaks may be found by
substituting into Eq. 8-44 the values of F), from Eq. 8-49. Substitution
shows that the peaks are not quite equal in magnitude, but, since F),
= w'/wg is so nearly equal to unity, the difference is small and is ordi-
narily neglected.

8-5. Bandwidth for Narrow-Band Circuits Critically Coupled

The case for which identical coils are used is a practical one and if, in
addition, critical coupling is used, a considerable simplification in de-
sign formulas may be realized. Equation 8-44 with @ = Qs and & = £,
becomes

Ve keV La/Ly

V., PPV (@k2 — @) + (2k.a)?
_ kc Vv L2/L1
T P4k + ot

1 C. B. Aiken, Two-Mesh Tuned Coupled Circuit Filters, Proc. IRE, 25, 230 (Feb.)
672 (June 1937).

A=

(8-54)
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At the resonant frequency, F/ = 1 and ¢ = 0 so that

V' Ly/L;
Apeg = ————~ (8-55)
2k,
A 2k2 1
Are  FPVEE £ at FPV1+ (0%/2k5)?
The bandwidth for this important case as applied to narrow-band cir-

cuits is obtainable from Eq. 8-56. Since F is so nearly unity between
half-power points, the condition for which 4/Ares = 1/4/2 is

a/22 = 1 (8-57)
a B _f ? - f02
Ve T vapE Y (8-58)

Now Af = 2(f — fo), where f is the frequency of the upper half-power
point on the gain ratio curve. Then, with f = fo + Af/2, Eq. 8-58
becomes

Then

(8-56)

or

AF/22f0) (L + 8f/4f0) _ V2 5.50)
T (L + af/2f)? Q

The quantity Af/fo < 1 for the broadcast receiver. Thus, for such an

application Eq. 8-59 reduces essentially to

af = V2 g (8-60)

which gives a convenient expression for the effective bandwidth of
identical coils each tuned to resonance at f = fy and critically coupled.
Since the coupling is critical, there is only one peak of the resonance
curve.

8-6. Calculation for Two Resonant Coupled Circuits, & > k,

It will be assumed that Q; = @, is known and that each circuit is
individually tuned to resonance at f = fo. Since & > k., there will be
two peaks. If the two coils are identical and if L; = L, and k& are known,
then the circuit behavior is determined and may be predicted. The gain
at resonance Vy/V; may be computed from Eq. 8-39, critical coupling
from Eq. 8-40. The frequencies at which the peaks of the gain-frequency
curve occur may be obtained from Eq. 849, and the gain at the peaks
from Eq. 8-44. The frequencies above and below resonance at which the
gain falls to the value at resonance may be simply obtained from the fact,
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mentioned before, that the frequency interval between these frequencies
is 4/2 times the frequency interval between peaks. Additional points
on the gain curve may be computed from Eq. 8-36 or from Eq. 8-44,
if required. '

8-7. The Tuned Voltage Amplifier

Requirements of radio receivers usually involve amplification of the
modulated carrier frequency voltage induced in the receiving antenna
by the received radio wave. The necessary amplifier must, in general,

1Z|
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|
1

Fic. 8-11. Impedance-frequency characteristic.

meet the following three requirements: (1) It must provide the maximum
gain available from a single stage, and is therefore operated as a class-A
amplifier; (2) it is required to amplify over a relatively narrow band-
width which is a small percentage of the center frequency in the band;
(3) it is expected to provide voltage gain of such small value for fre-
quencies outside the specified band that such frequencies are in effect
rejected by the amplifier.

Power levels of such a tuned amplifier are low, and power efficiency
is not an important consideration. In order to satisfy the requirements
specified, a tuned cireuit is usually employed involving a parallel com-
bination of inductance and capacitance. At the resonant frequency and
over a small range of frequencies centered about the resonant frequency,
as shown by Fig. 8-11, the impedance of the circuit is maximum and is
effectively a pure resistance. Thus, it is possible to design the resonant
circuit as a load impedance such that an impedance match is achieved
between the high impedance of the tube and the impedance of the load
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over a limited range of frequencies. Frequencies outside this limited
range over which amplification is desired are attenuated by the tuned
circuit and may be neglected in the amplifier output.

Circuits employed as load impedances for tuned radio-frequency am-
plifiers cannot utilize iron cores because of excessive iron losses at radio
frequencies. In addition, distributed capacitances of iron-core trans-
formers are such that the reactance of the transformer primary may
actually decrease with frequency at high enough frequencies. Pentodes

M
a A\l a —— a
n
M
—
"'é C L Ly |,
7 ¢ _é ?& c
2
e,
3B L.
b L,
4 7 4
I B+ B+ Y B+
(a) Direct coupled (b) Single-tuned (c) Double-tuned
transformer coupled transformer coupled

Fic. 8-12. Typical circuits of tuned voltage amplifiers.

are used to provide high gain and also because of their negligible grid-
plate interelectrode capacitance. Triodes, if used because they are less
noisy than pentodes, require special circuit arrangements to neutralize
the effects of currents flowing in the grid-plate capacitance. Triodes
may be used without neutralization if connected with the grid at ground
potential. The grounded-grid method of operation and neutralizing
circuits will be discussed in a later section.

Typical tuned voltage amplifier circuits are shown in Fig. 8-12. Power
supply connections are indicated and only the load or coupling circuits
are shown in Figs. 8-12b and 8-12¢. The response characteristics of
Figs. 8-12a and b are similar to that shown in Fig. 8-11. The response
characteristic of Fig. 8-12¢ is described as a band-pass characteristic as
shown by Fig. 8-0.

For the single-tuned case, the transformer coupling Fig. 8-12b is
preferred to the so-called direct coupling because fewer circuit elements
are required for d-c¢ isolation.
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The tuned radio-frequency amplifier circuits of Fig. 8-12 operate
class A and may be analyzed from their equivalent a-c circuits. The
equivalent a-c circuit of Fig. 8-12a is shown in Fig. 8-13. The coil re-

VWA
'U‘
41
T
)
~
WWA
OEU

ngi
Fi1a. 8-13. Equivalent a-c circuit of Fig. 8-12a.

sistance is shown as R. The admittance of the parallel L-C combination
alone is given by

Yo = ——2 +'(C oL )
TR Y @ I\ T R (el

1 1
= 4 [wC - ~—————] (8-61)
R(1 + Q% wL(1 + 1/Q%)
Now the coil @ = wylL/R is assumed to remain reasonably constant in
the vicinity of the resonant angular frequency wg. For values of @ = 10,
Q*> 1, and 1/Q? K 1, so that a very good approximation for Yy¢ is
available and is written as follows:

Yie = 1/RQ® + j(wC — 1/wL) (8-62)

At resonance the circuit impedance is (Zeq)o; with RQ? replaced by
wolQ, and woC = 1/wel, the gain of the amplifier is given by A, =
—gmn(Zeq)o = —gm/(Yeq)o which becomes

Ao Im
° 1/7p + 1/Rg + 1/wolQ
mwoll
- ImsolQ (8-63)
14+ wolQA/rp + 1/R,)
The gain at any frequency near resonance is
A=-In_ I (8-64)

Yeo  0p+ Gg+ 1/RQ? + j(C — 1/wL)
where gp = 1/1p, G, = 1/R,
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As previously shown in the discussion of Section 8-1, introduction of
8 = (w — wg)/wg into the expression for an impedance or admittance of
a narrow-band circuit may simplify the expression. The circuit ad-
mittance takes the form

qu =Gp + Gg + I/RQ2 + ijC(w/wO - w[)/"-’) (8'65>
Since w/wg = 6 + 1 and wy/w = 1/(6 + 1) =1 — § for 6§ <1 (which
is true for w near wg), then

Yeq = gp + Go + 1/RQ® 4 jwoC(26) (8-66)

Since weC = 1/RQ, the ratio of the gain at frequencies near resonance
to the gain at resonance becomes

4 = 1 (8-67)
Ao "1 . (25/RQ)

J
gp + G+ 1/ RQ?
From Eq. 8-67, the bandwidth is obtained from the value of § for which

A/Ag = 1/(1 £ j). If the upper frequency for which the gain is 3 db
down is wa, then 52 = (w2 - wo)/wo

26, 1
=1 and [— = —=
1 0 2
RQ(g, + Gg) + —=
Q
Then, Aw/wy = Af/fo = 283 = woL(g, + G) + 1/Q (8-68)

Thus, the bandwidth of the parallel L-C circuit alone is (Af)zc = f0/@Q,
but the bandwidth of the tuned amplifier is

Af = folwoL(go + Gg) + 1/€)] (8-69)

The ratio of the bandwidth of the tuned Z—C' combination to the band-
width of the amplification curve has been defined 2 as the ratio of the
effective @ of the amplification curve to the actual @ of the tuned circuit
and is

(aNze _ 1
5wl + Go) + 1

2 Terman, Radio Engineer’s Handbook, p. 435.

(8-70)
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8-8. Single-Tuned, Direct-Coupled, Broad-Band Amplifier

In television circuits as contrasted with radio-receiver applications,
much greater bandwidths are required. It has already been mentioned
in Chapter 3 in connection with compensated broad-band amplifiers
that bandwidths in excess of 4 Mec are required in the video output sec-
tions of a television receiver. Television channel allocations are 6 Me
wide. For instance, channel 2 employs frequencies in the range 54 to 60
Me, and channel 10 covers the range 192 to 198 Mec. At such frequencies,
the ratio & = (f — fo)/fo is of the order of 3/57 =2 0.053 or 3/195 =
0.0154; thus the approximations requiring 6 <K 1 are met as before.
However, the bandwidth requirement of 4 to 6 Mc is such that the
effective shunting resistance for a coupling circuit such as that of Fig. 8-2
is of the order of 4000 ohms. The total shunt capacitance C (Fig. 8-2 or
8-13) is the tube output plus the stray wiring plus the following stage
input capacitance and is not adjustable. The required inductance L is
that required to resonate with C, which is generally in the range 6 to 10
upf. If C is taken as 10 wuf, fo = 57 Me, L = 0.78 microhenry. Since
Af/ffo = 4/57 = 1/Q, @oCR,r = Q = 14.2, and R,, = 3980 ohms. Be-
cause of the low value of the required shunt resistance, it is possible
practically to ignore the pentode plate resistance which, in general, is in
excess of 500,000 ohms. Therefore, the gain equation as obtained from
Fig. 813 with L, C, and R in parallel and R, and r, removed, is

fo_ I _ gnl
Y 1+ jR(wC — 1/wl)

gl _ gml?
L+ jQlf/fo — fo/fT 1+ j26Q

Here @ = woCR, and R is the effective shunting resistance including the
input resistance (Miller effect) of the following stage. The bandwidth
Af = 1/(2nRC).

(8-71)

8-9. The Single-Tuned, Transformer-Coupled, Radio-Frequency
Amplifier

The equivalent circuit of Fig. 8-12b has been drawn in Fig. 8-14. It
may be assumed that the input to a second stage of amplification is
shunted across C,. Certain justifiable approximations and assumptions
at broadcast frequencies in the range 500 to 1600 ke may be used.
These are: (1) the input conductance of the second, negatively biased,
stage is negligible; (2) the input capacitance of the second stage and stray
wiring capacitances are small corrections on the required value of C3 and
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are included in Cj; (3) the tube plate resistance is very large compared
with either the winding resistance R; or the reactance X; = wLy; if for
example Ly is of the order of 100 microhenrys, and f = 1000 ke, then

a M

Py VW
Ry

WWA T
R,
|
G "p (e
o 1), gf“ L
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7

Fig. 8-14. Equivalent a-c circuit of Fig. 8-12b.

X = 628 ohms, which is small compared with the plate resistance of a
pentode or high-mu triode.
The voltage gain of the amplifier may be obtained from Fig. 8-14 and is

A= I5(1/jeC2)
E;
_ —uBiZy
 ZuZa — Zi?
where Zi; = —joM, Zy =2y + joly, Zgs = By + jXoo
Xos = wly — 1/0)02

uolM/(@Cs)
then 4 = - - (8-72)
(rp + joL1)(Re + jXo2) + o*M?
Now the tuning adjustment Cy will provide a maximum gain at a spec-
ified frequency, and the proper design choice of M will ensure that an
optimum value of the maximum gain will result at this frequency. At
this point a distinction should be made between mutual coupling re-
quirements needed for pentodes as compared with triodes in the tuned
amplifier. The distinction is easily stated. Pentodes have intrinsically
higher gains than triodes and are generally operated in circuits having
much less than critical coupling. The use of a small value of 3, much
less than optimum, is recommended for the pentode amplifier in order to
reduce the possibility of oscillations which may occur with close coupling
in spite of the small capacitance between control grid and plate. With

Since I
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optimum coupling, the plate load impedance of a pentode may be com-
parable with the reactance 1/(wC,,); in the case of a triode, neutralizing
circuits are used, and the tube plate resistance is smaller, so that opti-
mum coupling may be used.

The gain at resonance of a pentode tuned radio-frequency amplifier
may then be obtained very easily from Eq. 8-72. Tuning is such that,
approximately, at the specified resonant frequency «wo,

X22 = woLz - 1/60002 =0 (8-73)

pwo /woCy

Then, Ay =
’ rpRa(1 + jwoLy /1) + *M?

and with wgL,/7, < 1, the gain becomes
gmwoM (woLa/Ra)  gmwoMQy

= - (874
1t wM¥ Ry 1+ wi?M2/r,Rs (&-74)

and is approximately, for (wpM)?/rpRs < 1
Ao = gnwoMQy (8-75)

This voltage gain (Eq. 8-74 or 8-75) is not the maximum voltage gain
which may be obtained with simultaneous adjustment of C; and design
or adjustment of M. Nor can the value of Aq be increased indefinitely
as M inereases, as may erroneously be concluded by using Eq. 8-75 alone,
for, with increasing M, the approximation used to obtain Eq. 875 no
longer holds. An optimum value of M for maximum A, exists and may
be obtained from Eq. 8-74 by differentiation, or from the requirement for
an impedance match in the secondary circuit, mesh 2. The impedance
in mesh 2 at any angular frequency w is

w?M? w?M?
o2 + (wl)? 152 + (wly)?
For optimum resonance, tuning should be such that, at w = wq,

X} = woL Lo e (L) (8-77)
22 wo_“ wWolsg wocz - Tp2+ (wOL1)2 wWols =

Z22’ = Rz + Tp + j <X22 - wL1> (8-76)

and coupling should be such that
won 2

—r, = R 8-78
757 + (woL1)? " ? (8-78)



270 TUNED RADIO-FREQUENCY AND BAND-PASS AMPLIFIERS Ch. 8
From Egs. 8-77 and 8-78,

X22 R2 6)02]”2 w02M2
tzl B S ~ (8-79)
X1 dw ) Tp + (wOLl) Tp [1 + (‘*’OLI/TI)) ]
If woLy/rp < 1,
X R 2M2
then _3%] Pl
X1 wg Tp p
whence w?M? = Ryry - (8-80)
Ry
and w0L2 - = - (woLl) (8—81)
wocz Tp

It is shown, then, that for optimum tuning, the capacitance Cy is ad-
justed according to Eq. 8-81 rather than Eq. 8-73. However, with
woly /1y K1, (wol1/rp)Rs is small so that Eq. 8-73 is a reasonable
approximation. Also, the optimum value of M may be obtained from
Eq. 8-80. With optimum tuning and coupling, the total mesh impedance
of mesh 2 is 2R,, which provides a perfect impedance match and max-
imum power in mesh 2.

The gain at resonance with optimum tuning and coupling may then

be obtained from Eqs. 8-74 and 8-80 and is

Ago = gV rpR2/2 = (uQ2/2)V Ry/1y (8-82)

a form particularly useful for triodes.

The bandwidth of the single-tuned transformer-coupled circuit may
be determined from Eq. 8-72. At any angular frequency w near reso-
nance,

4= gmM /RoCo (8-83)
[1 -+ jQ2(w/wy — wo/w) + w?M?/r,Rs]

The same substitution of w/wg = § + 1 may be used as in Eqgs. 8-65
and 8-66. The value of Cy used is that required for resonance at wp;
M/RoCoy = woM /woReCy = QowoM. Then, with some algebraic re-
arrangement, Eq. 8-83 becomes

oo
_ g;’o Q2 . (8-84)
1 + sz /TpRz + ]25Q2
oM
and A, b (8-74)

T 1 F w?M?/rR;
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A 1
Thus, —_—=
A() 1 + w2ﬂ12/TpR2 . 25Q2
1+ oM/ Ry 1+ woM%/r,Ry
1+ ®*M2/r,R
and since <—E—~/——u> differs very little from unity,
1 —+ w02M2/TpR2
4. ! (8-85)
Ao 26 -
oy n Q2

T+ w?Mr, R,
and 1 A/Ay l = 1/4/2 for
=Y L (1 + w°2M2> (8-86)
0 Q> TpR2

If reference is made to Eqs. 8-17, 8-67, and 8-70, it may be seen that the
effective @ of the circuit is the coefficient of 26 when the ratio of the gain
at any frequency to the gain at resonance is expressed in the form of
Eq. 8-85. If the effective @ is @,, then,

Q@ D 1
Qo Af 1+ w?M?/r,Rs

(8-87)

Equation 8-87 applies, subject to the approximations used in its deri-
vation, to transformer-coupled single-tuned circuits using either triodes
or pentodes. Triodes may be chosen in an effort to reduce noise, and,
with the triode amplifier, optimum coupling may be used, and, from
Eqs. 8-80 and 8-87, the bandwidth is seen to be twice the bandwidth of
the tuned secondary circuit (Q, = 3@Q,). This may requirc using less
than optimum coupling to decrease the bandwidth where necessary for
the required selectivity. For the pentode case, however, the coupling is
very much less than optimum, so that the bandwidth of the amplifier
approaches that of the tuned circuit.

Optimum coupling and design for optimum coupling are indicated
where a transformer-coupled single-tuned circuit is used to couple an
antenna to the grid of a vacuum tube. In this case the design procedure
may be made to yield unique design values, provided critical coupling
is used. Design procedures for single-tuned, transformer-coupled inter-
stage circuits may require arbitrary selection of one or more parameters
8o that the factors of engineering experience and judgment may enter.
Such matters belong more properly in a text on communication circuits.
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8-10. The “Band-Pass” Amplifier. Theory

A reasonably general analysis of two circuits tuned to the same fre-
quency and coupled together magnetically was given in Sections 8-3 and
8-4, where it was shown that double peaks of the response curve of the
circuit will occur if the coupling is made to exceed a specified value given

M —
~
A L
. C; 7"L1 L27 C,
A I i
|
I i ; E, E,
I _
| | ! —— ——
T R R Y 3
[ | |
I .
A
Fic. 8-15. Gain-frequency curve Frg. 8-16. Amplifier with band-pass cou-
for band-pass amplifier. pling.

by Eq. 8-47. The gain-frequency characteristic of such a circuit is
shown in Fig. 8-15, and the circuit as used for an amplifier coupling or
load is shown in Fig. 8-16. The effective bandwidth of the amplifier is
approximately f» — fi; input frequencies well outside this interval are
amplified in voltage very little at the output. Amplification is provided
only for a band of frequencies centered about fy. This type of amplifier

o?
A
1
A3
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t~
[
i\l
il
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ty
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Em E i 2
Fic. 817. Equivalent a-c¢ circuit of Fig. 8-16.

is particularly useful as an intermediate-frequency amplifier in a super-
heterodyne receiver, in which the center frequency and the pass band
can remain fixed. The amplifier operates class A.

The equivalent a-c¢ circuit of Fig. 8-16 is shown in Fig. 8-17. The
theory developed in Sections 8-3 and 8-4 may be shown to be applicable
to the circuit of Fig. 8-17. Since pentodes are generally used, r, is high
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and may be omitted. Also, identical coils are often used for L; and L.
The new and simplified equivalent circuit is shown in Fig. 8-18. For tele-
vision applications, the capacitances C are determined by the total of
residual capacitances of the circuits, assumed to be the same. For broad-
cast radio-receiver applications, the capacitances C are small, fixed

A
n
o}
—-—
N

Em E i
Fig. 8-18. Simplified equivalent circuit of a double-tuned pentode amplifier.

capacitors. If resistances K; exist in shunt with the inductances, and if,

for such resistances,
R, > oL

then it may easily be shown that the impedance equivalent to B, and L
in parallel is B + jwol, where

R = w,’L*/R, (8-88)
Then Q = woL/R = R;/wL (8-89)
The mesh impedance of the secondary is
Zs = R+ jloL — 1/wC)
The impedance reflected into the primary from the secondary is
Z, = (M)%/Z, (8-90)

The current g,E; divides between C and the primary such that the
current I, is

_ [ —j(1/wC)
' L =5(1/00) + R + joL + (Xu2/Zs)

The voltage E; (Fig. 8-18) is then

] Il (8-91)

Ey = —joMIy,
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and the voltage V, is given by

E,
Ve = —j(1/wC
BT il — l/wC)[ 7(1/wC)]
—joM(1/wC)?gnE;

TR + 3L — 1/oO)F + (wM)? (8-92)

The voltage V, becomes maximum at a frequency w = wg for which

woll = 1/wpC

provided that the coupling is critical. Critical coupling, as previously
defined, requires an impedance match in the primary (or secondary)
which is achieved if the reflected impedance at w = wq is

Z, = (woM)?/R =R

or (woMl,) = R (8-93)
For these conditions, then,
v _ . gnll; . . gL (8-94)
o™ T T o Re?CE . 2RC -
The maximum amplifier gain is
Vo max Im
Ao max = =j 8-95
-—E,' J 2Rw020 2 ( )
and the gain at any angular frequency » and for any coupling is
0 mwM (1/e?C?
A= Jgme M (1/0°C%) (8.96)

[R + jlwL — 1/uC)P + o2M?

Tt is proposed to express the relative gain A/A, .x in terms of the di-
mensionless parameters @, F = f/fo, and v = k/k,. The parameter v
is the ratio of the actual to the critical coefficient of coupling. Substi-
tutions may be made as follows:

M =kVI?=kL
M, =k.L

w M
Thus oM = — (weM,) (ﬁ) = FR~vy

wo

(8-97)
oL = 2 (wL) = FRQ

wo
1 1 1 R
——=‘2<——) =L oy =2
wC o \wgC F F j
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2/ 2
i _ wM (2R)wo®/w (8.98)

Then,
A, [R+ il — 1/uC)]? + o*M?

A_ 2v/F (8-99)
A, [+ jQF — 1/F) + (vF)? -

becomes

which may be used to plot relative gain-versus-frequency curves (re-
ferred to gain at the peaks) for identical coils tuned to resonance at
f = fo and coupled together.

It can be shown that the center of symmetry of the relative gain-
frequency curve is not a vertical line, although the gain-frequency curve
is very closely symmetrical about a vertical line at the frequency f, for
all frequencies not too far removed from f,. A useful parameter is the
width Af of the relative gain-frequency curve between two frequencies
for which the relative gain has the same magnitude. Let the relative
gain be A, = A/Aq. Then the quantity (F — 1/F) has two values for
which the relative gain is a given value of 4,. If the upper and lower of
these two frequencies, which are above and below fy, are designated,
respectively, by f, and f», then the width of the curve between them is
given by

Af =fa =1 (8-100)

It is easily shown in the case of the tuned circuit of R, L, and C in
parallel that the resonant frequency is the geometric mean between fre-

quencies fi; and f» as defined in Section 8-1. That is, fo = \/flfg.
Similarly here it is true that

f02 = fafb (8—100)

so that the quantity (F — 1/F) becomes

(8-101)

<_a_.&>=fa2—fafb=fa—fb=g=.&_{(_)
0 fa fafO fO fO fO fb

where Af is the width of the relative gain curve between any two fre-
quencies above and below resonance for which the relative gain is 4,.
The quantity Af/fo may also be expressed as Af/fo = (fo — fo)/fo +
(fo — f»)/fo which is equivalent to 25 as previously defined.

In terms of Af and the frequency ratios, Eq. 8-99 then becomes

_ 2v/F
(1 7Q Af/fo)? + (Fy)?

(8-102)

T
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However, F = f/fy differs very little from unity over the useful band-
width. Therefore, approximately,

2y
r = -10
(L + 30 /o) + 7 (8-108)
and, in magnitude,
2y
4, = (8-104)

VL + ¥ = @QAf/fo)’ + 4(Q Af/fo)?

Peaks of the relative gain curve will correspond to values of Af for
which the denominator of Kq. 8-104 becomes minimum. It may be
shown by differentiation of this denominator as a function of Af that the
minimum value is obtained for

(Af)p = % VAt -1 (8-105)

which is the frequency interval between peaks.

It is of interest to solve Eq. 8-104 for Af as a function of v, @, fo, and
relative gain A,. After both sides of Eq. 8-104 are squared, the result
may be obtained by solving a biquadratic equation and is

fo 1
=3 \/72 — 142y \/A,2 1 (8-106)

The bandwidth 3 db down then follows immediately from Eq. 8-106 by
placing A, = 1/4/2 and is

(Af)pw = g Vy 42y -1 (8-107)

If the inductances are critically coupled, ¥ = 1, and the bandwidth is
(ANsw = V2 fo/Q (8-108)

Now the gain at the peaks for ¥ > 1 is the same as the maximum gain
at resonance with v = 1. From Eqgs. 8-95 and 8-88,

I Ay max ] = gmwO2L2/2R = ngs/Z (8-109)

Also, from Eq. 8-89,
Q = RSOJOC

so that Eq. 8-107 may be written as

V24 2y —1 (8-110)

(Af)pw =

woRsC
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For a specified coupling ratio v, a specified bandwidth (Af)zw, and a
known shunt capacitance C, the required value, for design, of the
shunting resistance R, is then obtained from Eq. 8-110.

As an example of a double-tuned amplifier computation, suppose an
interstage is required between two pentodes for which ¢, = 5000 micro-
mhos, r, = 1 megohm. The output plus stray capacitance of the first
tube is taken as 10 uuf which is equal to the input plus stray capacitance
of the second stage. Thus C = 10 uuf. If the amplifier stage is to
operate as an intermediate-frequency amplifier of a television receiver,
the center frequency of the response (gain-frequency) curve may be
chosen as fo = 22.25 Me, or wy = 140-10%. Thus, weC = 1400-107% and

woL = 10%/1400 = 714 ohms
The required inductance is

714
" 140-10°

= 5.1-107° henry

If the bandwidth is specified as 4.35 Me, a convenient value of coupling
ratio ¥y may be chosen arbitrarily, or it may be fixed by a requirement on
the variation of gain between peak and minimum values. For present
purposes, if v is selected as 3, then, from Eq. 8-110,

22.25-10V 14
R, =
140-10%(10-10712)(4.35-10°)

= 13,700 ohms

The required @ is
Q = woCR, = (1400-107%)13,700 = 19.2

Since, for critical coupling,

woM, = wok L = B

ke = R/woL = 1/Q
Thus, v =k/k, = kQ
so that the required coefficient of coupling is
k=~/Q =3/192 = 0.156

which is easily obtained. The relative gain at resonance may be obtained
from Eq. 8-104. Thus

| 4, om0 = 2v/(1 + ¥%) = 06



278 TUNED RADIO-FREQUENCY AND BAND-PASS AMPLIFIERS Ch. 8

s0 that ‘ A |ymwy = 0.6 [gain at the peaks]. The gain at the peaks, from
Eq. 8-109, is

gnRs  5000-10%(13,700)
| Ao max | = =

2 2
and | A]ymu = 205

= 34.2

The frequency interval between peaks is, from Eq. 8-105,

22.25-10°V'8

A = 3.28 Mc
. 19.2

Since (Af)zw = 4.35 Me, a rough sketch of the response curve can be
drawn easily from the data that have been computed. The circuit is
shown as an equivalent a-c circuit in Fig. 8-19.

M
SN
*SS (T o . L L=51uh SR  =RC
&

Fig. 8-19. Equivalent a-c circuit of an intermediate-frequency amplifier with band-
width of 4.35 Me, £ = 0.156, fo = 22.25 Mec.

8-11. Gain-Bandwidth Products

It has been shown by Wheeler 3¢ and others that there are definite
limitations to the amount of amplifier gain that can be realized over a
certain bandwidth. Conversely, the maximum bandwidth that can be
achieved with a specified gain is definitely limited by the constants of
tubes and circuits comprising the amplifier. These facts have been dealt
with in the literature. For present purposes, the gain-bandwidth prod-
ucts of the tuned voltage amplifiers just discussed will be examined.

The capacitance-coupled (direct-coupled) circuit of Fig. 8-12a has a
gain at resonance given by Eq. 8-63 in magnitude as

Ao = gnwolQ, (8-111)
_ Q
1+ wolQ(/r, + 1/R,)

3H. A. Wheeler, Proc. IRE, 27, 429 (July 1939).
4J. A, Morton and R. M. Ryder, BSTJ, 29, 496 (Oct. 1950).

where Q. (8-112)
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The bandwidth is given by Eq. 8-69 and may be written as

Af = fo/Qe (8-113)
Thus, for this amplifier, the gain-bandwidth product is

mn o,  Om

o wo L onC (8-114)
since wp? = 1/LC. An inspection of Fig. 8-13 shows that C includes the
output capacitance of the amplifier stage itself plus the input capacitance
of the following stage, if any. The gain-bandwidth product is limited,
therefore, by the magnitude of the transconductance of the tube g,, and
the capacitances associated with the coupling circuit and with the tube.
So far as the tube alone is concerned, an important merit figure known as
the gain-band figure of merit for amplifier use is the product in Eq. 8-114
in which C is the sum of the input and output capacitances of the tube
alone.

The gain-bandwidth product for the single-tuned, transformer-cou-
pled circuit of Fig 8-12b may be obtained from the resonant gain of
Eq. 8-74, equivalent @ of Eq. 8-87, and bandwidth of Eq. 8-86. The
result is

Ao(8f) = gmwolfy =

AO(Af) = (gmwOIMQe) (fO/Qe) = gmw02ZL[/(27r) (8'115)
FOI‘ w02 = 1/L202,
Ao(&f) = gl /27 (LoCs) (8-116)

for the general case of either pentodes or triodes.

For the case of the double-tuned circuit, the gain-bandwidth product
may be computed easily for critically coupled circuits having equal @’s.
The gain, as obtained from Eqs. 8-96 and 8-97 is

_ domrRQYF
(1 + 7Q Af/fol® + (vF)*
JgmyRQ?
=~ 8117
[+ v* — (Q Af/f0)®) + 72Q Af/fo ( )
for which the magnitude is
2
|4 In7 (8-118)

T VL F A% — QM) + 4@ A/fo)?

Thus, for critical coupling, v = 1, and, at f = fo, Af = 0, 4 = Ay pnax-
Then,
AO max ' = ganQ2/2 (8-119)
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The corresponding bandwidth is given by Eq. 8-108. The gain-band-
width product is

] AO max I(Af)BW = nganO/'\/§

ngfO< 1 > Im

= e = 8-120
V2 \RuweC/ V2 (2x0) (8-120)
If the C’s (Fig. 8-19) are not equal, it can be shown that Eq. 8120
becomes, for shunt capacitances C; and Cp,

l AO max l(Af)BW = gm/ /5 (277') Vm (8-121)

The gain-bandwidth tube merit figures may now be computed for the
single-tuned, direct-coupled case for comparison with the double-tuned,
transformer-coupled case. For the single-tuned case, from Eq. 8-114,
with C = C; + C,,

(Ao A1 = gm/27(C; + Co)

and, from Eq. 8-121 for the double-tuned case (subscripts max and BW
omitted),

(Ao A3 = gn/V2 27V CCo
If the same tube is used, the ratio of the gain-bandwidth products is
(Ao AD2/ (Ao A1 = (Ci+ C)/V2 VL, (3-122)
For a comparison of relative magnitudes, assume that C; = Cy; then,
(Ao A2/ (4o A1 = V2 (8-123)

The gain-band tube merit figure is therefore larger by a factor of /2 for
the double-tuned circuit, for the same tube. Also, the double-tuned
circuit response characteristic has steeper sides, more nearly approximat-
ing the ideal band-pass characteristic.

Tube design has taken into account the need, in certain applications,
for high gain-band products. Examples are: (1) the 6AB7 television
amplifier pentode, with ¢, = 5000 micromhos, C; = 8, Co = 5 uuf,
(Ao Af); =2 61 Mec per sec, (4o Af)o = 83 Mc per sec; (2) the 6AKS5
miniature pentode amplifier, with g, = 5000 micromhos, C; = 4, Cy =
2.8 uuf, (Ag Af)y = 117 Me per sec, (4o Af)2 = 168 Mc per sec.

8-12. Bandwidth of Cascaded, Tuned Amplifiers

The over-all gain requirement of an amplifier is frequently such that
several stages connected in cascade are necessary. The over-all gain of
the complete amplifier is then the product of the gains of separate stages.
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The response characteristic of the tuned amplifier has sloping sides, as
has been shown. The produet of two such characteristics results in a
characteristic having a somewhat different bandwidth than either com-
ponent. This effect of stage-gain multiplication upon bandwidth may
rather easily be analyzed in the case of the single-tuned circuits of Fig.
8-12 by expressing the voltage gain at any frequency near resonance in
terms of the gain at resonance, or, preferably, by using the ratio of these
two gains. For the circuit of Fig. 8-12a, the gain ratio is given by Eq. 8-67.
Since RQ? = woL@, the gain ratio may be expressed in terms of the
equivalent ¢, of Eq. 8-112 as

A/40 = 1/(1 + j26Q.) (8-124)
Similarly, for the circuit of Fig. 8-12b, the gain ratio in terms of @, of
Eq. 8-87 is identical in form with that of Eq. 8-124. The bandwidth of
n identical single-tuned amplifier stages (all tuned to the same resonant

frequency) may then be obtained from the over-all gain-ratio expression
for the n stages, since

4 1

4| VIt @) 1
becomes equal to 1/4/2 for

[V1+ (207" = 2% (8-126)
Thus, 26 = (Af)a/fo = @Y7 — 1)/Q, (8-127)

and, since the bandwidth for a single stage is fo/Q., the over-all band-
width is a fraction, (2" — 1), of the single-stage bandwidth. For
two stages, (V2 — 1)% = V/0.414 = 0.644; for three stages, (2% — 1)
= V0.26 = 0.510. The quantity (2" — 1)*¢ may be called the band-
width reduction factor.

The bandwidth reduction factor for cascaded double-tuned stages is
more difficult to compute in general terms. The gain at any frequency
off resonance is given, in magnitude, by Fq. 8-118. The relative gain,
as previously used, is then referred to the gain at the peaks. From
Eqgs. 8-119 and 8-118,

A 2y
A, = [ = - (8-128)
4] Ao max VI + 7 — (Q af/10)*F + 4(Q af/f)*
and, for critical coupling, v = 1, the relative gain reduces to
1
‘ A,.] = (8-129)

V1 + 1@ af/fo)?
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Then, for n identical stages critically coupled,

4 " 1
g mee | 1+ 5@ AT/f0) T (5130
and the bandwidth 3 db down is that value of Af for which
1+ 1Q Af/fo)* = 27 (8-131)
Thus, the over-all bandwidth of the n-stage amplifier is
(&) = @ = D*V2 £0/Q (8-132)

The bandwidth reduction factor here is then equal to the square root of
that (Fq. 8-127) encountered for the single-tuned cases previously con-
sidered. It is to be expected that the bandwidth reduction would be
smaller for the double-tuned circuit since its response characteristic has
more nearly vertical sides, approximating the ideal band-pass filter re-
sponse characteristic.

8-13. Staggered Tuning, Response Characteristic

Single-tuned circuits are more easily adjusted and aligned than those
with two tuning capacitors. The advantage of the double-tuned circuit
in providing a band-pass response is responsible for its usefulness in
receivers. However, an equivalent or improved response characteristic
can be obtained by using two single-tuned stages in cascade, each tuned
to a frequency slightly displaced on either side of the center of the de-
sired transmission band. This effect may be easily understood with the
aid of the gain-ratio equation for the single-tuned circuit (Eq. 8-124).
The quantity 23Q. may be considered the independent variable in a
graph of I A/Aq l as a function of frequency off-resonance. Let

z = 206Q, (8-133)
A 1 1
Al 1+ Vi+e
The graph of Eq. 8-134 is identical with that of Fig. 8-3. It has been

shown that a desirable over-all characteristic results from stagger-tuning
two stages such that

so that (8-134)

4 1

S | — 8-135

Aol V14 @+ 1) ( )
for the first, and

41 Ml (8-136)

doly VIt @—1)7° )
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for the second. The over-all gain-ratio is

A
Ao

1
12 VIi+ @+ DAL+ @& — 1)

(8-137)

which has been shown graphically in Fig. 8-20, in addition to the response
characteristics of the component stages. The resultant response curve
has also been normalized (each ordinate has been divided by the ordinate
of maximum gain) to permit easier comparison with the components.

1.0

normalized
] | | ]
-x -5 =4 =3 =2 -1 1 2 3 4 5 +x

Fie. 8-20. Response characteristics of individual components and of resultant am-
plifier, stagger-tuned.

The resultant has a reasonably good band-pass characteristic, steeper
sides, and a bandwidth that is greater than that of either component.
In terms of units of z, the bandwidth of each component is 2. The gain-
ratio equation for the resultant reduces to

A
4o

B 0.5
1,2 - V1 + z*/4

the maximum gain occurs at £ = 0 where the gain ratio is equal to 0.5.
The gain ratio falls to 0.707 of its maximum value at x = == /2. Thus,
the bandwidth of the resultant response in units of z is 2 v/2, or 1/2
times that of either component.

(8-138)

8-14. The Grounded-Grid, or Cathode Input, Amplifier

The desirable linearity of triodes in addition to their better noise
properties as compared with pentodes leads to choice of them in many
amplifier applications. At radiobroadcast frequencies, the interelec-
trode capacitances cause trouble, as has previously been discussed in
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Chapter 1. Certain methods of connecting the driving generator or
signal source and also the load permit special advantages in terms of in-
put impedance, gain, and useful frequency range with no additional
added circuit elements. In previous chapters, two connection methods
have been described and analyzed. These are the grounded cathode
described in Chapter 1, and the grounded plate or cathode follower in
Chapter 3. A third possibility, the grounded grid connection, has not
been described and has several interesting properties which will be dis-
cussed in the following paragraphs.

|
|
}
|
[ZL =
|
X i
H
|
]
1

i

F1a. 8-21. Grounded-grid amplifier and equivalent a-c circuit.

The circuit, connections for a grounded-grid triode amplifier are shown
in Fig. 8-21, where a sinusoidal signal source of rms voltage E; and in-
ternal impedance Z; is driving the amplifier, and a load impedance Zy,
is connected between plate and ground. The interelectrode capacitances
Cgr, and Cyp are in parallel with signal source and load, respectively. The
shielding between plate and cathode of tubes designed for grounded-grid
operation is good enough so that Cp;, may be omitted from the equivalent
circuit. This is analogous to the reduction of C, in tetrodes or pentodes
with grounded screen grids.

Analysis of the equivalent circuit of Fig. 8—21, neglecting Cy;, and C,
which may be combined with Z; and Zz, and neglecting grid current,
provides the following pertinent relations: The gain of the amplifier is

_ (u+ 1)Zg
Y+ 21+ (u+ 1)Z;

(8-139)

the input impedance at the terminals of the constant-voltage signal
generator is
r, + 7
Ty = 2+ 22 (8-140)
w+1
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the tube input impedance is
_ Tp + ZL

w1

The analysis shows that: (1) There is no 180° phase shift introduced by
the tube; if Z, and Z, are pure resistances, input and output voltages
will be in phase; (2) for Z; small, the gain approximates that of the
grounded-cathode amplifier; (3) the input impedance at terminals K-G
is small; for example, the 6C5 with a load impedance of 20,000 ohms,

kg (8-141)

3

E

e 1

F1e. 8-22. Grounded-grid circuit with tuned input and output.

p = 20, r, = 10,000 ohms, would present an impedance Zz, = 30,000/21
= 1430 ohms. The impedance at the terminals of the load impedance
looking back into the tube circuit is

Zpg =19+ (p+ 1)Z; (8-142)

which for the 6C5 with negligible Z; would be approximately 10,000
ohms. Thus the amplifier behaves as an impedance transformer useful
for coupling low input impedances to high-impedance loads. It is
evident that the frequency may reach fairly high values before the
shunting reactance of C, becomes small enough to be comparable with
the tube input impedance.

Tuned circuits are often used with grounded-grid operation. A typical
circuit is shown in Fig. 8-22. Grounded-grid operation is indicated
where triodes are required or preferred, or where neutralization of Cgp
is difficult, and in specific applications where it is necessary to operate
the grid at ground potential. The close-spaced triodes such as the
General Electric 2C-40, 2C-43 and the Western Electric 416-A are de-
signed primarily for grounded-grid opcration and employ coaxial or
wave-guide input and output connections.
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PROBLEMS

8-1. The circuits shown are identical at a certain frequency f,. Prove that Q; =
wrL1/R1 and @, = Ra/w,Ls are equivalent.

Coil 1
. AN o0
R R, L
AN
Ly
S IR

Coil 2
Fia. P8-1.

8-2. If the @, of coil 1 in problem 8-1 is equal to or greater than 10, and a variable
capacitor C; is added in series with Ly and is adjusted for resonance at f,, obtain an
approximate expression for the magnitude of a capacitor Cg in parallel with Ls such
that coil 2 will be in antiresonance at f;. Compare the impedances of the two cir-
cuits at fr.

<
M
[L)
Q

o e e R = =

Fie. P8-3.

8-3. The voltage V applied to the circuit shown is the rms value of an applied
sinusoidal voltage of variable frequency. Sketch a curve of V./V as a function of
frequency, and derive an expression for the upper “half-power” frequency; V. is
the rms voltage across C.

8-4. Derive the expression called for in problem 8-3 by applying four-pole theory
and determining the four-pole admittances of the circuit.

i
L4
Q

F1a. P8-5.

8-5. The circuit shown is to be used as the load of a tuned radio-frequency ampli-
fier.
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(a) Show that the impedance of the circuit at the antiresonant frequency is Q?R;
where Q@ = 10.

(b) By comparing with the circuit of Fig. 8-2, show that Eq. 8-10 may be applied
to the circuit of this problem provided that R, in Eq. 8-10 is L/CRx.

8-6. An antiresonant matching network is required at for = 4-10% eps to match
a generator of 100,000 ohms impedance and to have a bandwidth of 50 ke. Deter-
mine all circuit constants necessary.

8-7. A radio-frequency coil has an inductance of 50 microhenrys, and @ = 20.
It is to be used in a parallel-resonant circuit, with for = 4 Me. Find (a) the required
tuning capacitance in micromicrofarads, (b) the bandwidth.

T .

Fig. P8-8.

8-8. Given ¢, = wLi/Ry = 100, L; = 50 microhenrys, determine the maximum
gain at 800 ke and the bandwidth.

5
2T

8-9. A pentode amplifier tube of r, = 10° ohms, g, = 2000 micromhos is coupled
to a 50,000-ohm load as shown; coil inductance L = 0.5 millihenry, and @ = 60.
If the condenser is tuned to antiresonance at fo = 10° eps, find (g) the gain of the
amplifier at f = fo, (b) the bandwidth.

8-10. For the 6AKS5, r, = 250,000 ohms; output capacitance = 3 ppf. For the
single-tuned coupled circuit, as shown, it is required to couple the plate of the 6AK5
to the 100-ohm line (input impedance = Rg) at a carrier frequency of 1.59 Mc per
sec. The required bandwidth is 53 ke per seec. The stray wiring capacity in the
plate circuit of the tube is 5 puf; the minimum capacity of the tuning condenser is
10 ppf. It may be assumed that wole = Ro, &k = 0.2, and the coil Qs are each 100

50K
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h
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Fia. P8-9.
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] M
L, Ly Transmission line
C, -_aé Zy= Ry= 100 ohms
Ry
B+
Fic. P8-10.

(coils alone). Determine Le, Ly, and the setting of C; for maximum power transfer
at fo = 1.59 Mec per sec.

8-11. Design a single-tuned, transformer-coupled circuit to match a 100-ohm line
to the grid of a 6K7 pentode at 1050 ke and to meet the following additional require-
ments: (1) to have a bandwidth of 9.55 ke at 1050 ke; (2) to tune over the range
556 to 1590 ke. Additional data are: Input capacitance of the 6 K7 = 7 uuf; maxi-
mum value of tuning, condenser, 350 puf; resistance of primary coil may be neglected;
coupling between primary and secondary to be kept at the minimum possible value.

Al
n

Ry

Fia. P8-12.

8-12. For the pentode amplifier shown, class-A operation is assumed. The band-
width desired is 10 k¢ at a C setting of 100 puf. The inductance L = 100 micro-
henrys. A lossless inductance is assumed.

(a) Compute the maximum gain of the amplifier.

() At what frequency does the maximum gain oceur if C = 100 ppf?

(c) Compute the maximum gain, the frequency at which it occurs, and the band-
width if C' = 350 uuf,

8-13. The primary and secondary circuits of a band-pass transformer are identi-
cal. The transformer is used with a 6D6 amplifier tube and is designed to transmit
450 ke with a bandwidth of 20 ke. The resonant peaks are selected at 7.5 ke above
and below the center frequency, 450 ke. Compute % and the coil @’s for (a) an al-
lowable gain variation in the pass band of 1 db, () an allowable gain variation in
the pass band of 0.5 db.
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814, Cy = 10 yuf, Ry = 13,700 ohms, Ly = 6.4 yh, Ry = 5000
Ly =51 ph, gn = 5000-10"%mho, C2 =8 uuf, gn = 5000-107% mho
k = 0.156, 71, = 10° ohms, rp = 10° ohms

Given: e; = 0.0172 cos (151-10%) the input voltage to the intermediate-frequency
amplifier. Find equ(f). Sketch the over-all response curve of the amplifier. Specify
its bandwidth and gain.
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Fic. P8-14.



CHAPTER 9

RADIO-FREQUENCY POWER
AMPLIFIERS

THE RADIO-FREQUENCY AMPLIFIERS DISCUSSED IN CHAPTER 8 ARE
essentially voltage amplifiers; they are used in radio receivers where
power levels are low, particularly in the radio-frequency components of
the system. For purposes of generation and transmission of radio-
frequency (r-f) power, it is necessary to operate tubes at or near the
maximum rated power level, and to design circuits for high-power
efficiencies.

It is frequently shown in elementary circuit texts that a circuit con-
sisting of a lossless charged capacitor C connected to the terminals of a
lossless inductor L would provide, across the common terminals of C
and L, a sinusoidally varying voltage. The expression for this voltage
is

1
vre = V, cos (\—-/T——C t>

where V, is the voltage to which the capacitor was charged before its
connection to the inductor. The point of this discussion is that a
physically realizable parallel combination of L and C may be used as a
source of sinusoidal oscillations if a means is provided for supplying the
energy required for load and for circuit losses. For example, if a battery
could be connected in such a way as to provide short-duration regularly
repeated pulses of current to the tuned L—C circuit, both the losses and
the load power requirements would be supplied and the circuit would
provide an a-¢ output from a d-c source. The battery switching circuit
necessary might be called a synchronous switch, and, for best results,
the switching frequency should be the same as the output frequency
which would require an increment of energy to the L—C storage or “tank’
circuit once each cycle.

The vacuum tube, properly biased, provides the synchronous switch
required. Synchronism or timing is provided by a signal voltage in the
grid circuit of the tube, which is biased either at cutoff, class B, or beyond

290
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cutoff, class C. Such synchronous switches are called class-B or C
amplifiers, and each has important applications in radio-frequency
transmitter use.

The circuit of a class-B or C amplifier (Fig. 9-1) is ¢apable of a much
higher operating efficiency than the class-A circuits of Chapter 8. The

L
—C Tank
° circuit
eg R
[
it 1] | —hli*
i allil
Ee Ey

Fia. 9-1. Class-B or C amplifier circuit.

reason for this increased efficiency is that current flows in the plate
circuit of the tube only during the portion of the plate-voltage cycle
during which the plate voltage is minimum. If the tank cireuit is

Cc, €y, OF Iy

wt

— ]

ECC

Fia. 9-2. Phase relations, clags-C' amplifier.
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resonant at the frequency of the signal voltage, e,, assumed to be sinus-
oidal, then at this frequency the tank circuit impedance is a pure re-
sistance, Rq,. The phase relations between grid and plate voltages and
plate current are then as shown by Fig. 9-2. The phase relations are the
same as for the class-A case with resistance load, but plate current
flows only during the portion of the signal voltage cycle that e, is above
cutoff.

Tuned class-B and C radio-frequency amplifiers are used to build up
the power level at a specified frequency or over a band of frequencies as
required in a radio transmitter. Such amplifiers are inherently non-
linear, and large-amplitude harmonics are generated and appear in the
plate current. Although the amplitude of some of these harmonics may
be comparable with the amplitude of the fundamental, the use of a tuned
circuit with effective @ of 10 or more is sufficient to reduce the harmonic
output to negligible values.

9-1. External Characteristics of Class-B and C Power Amplifiers

The analysis of operation of class-B and C power amplifiers is involved
because of the discontinuous intermittent character of the plate-current
pulses. It is therefore desirable to interpret the experimentally obtained
characteristics of the over-all amplifier before considering the necessarily
approximate analysis or graphical determination of operating behavior.

The independent variables involved in class-C operation are shown in
Fig. 9-2 and are, in standard IRE symbols, E,, E,, E;, and E, (or B,,).
The dependent variables are the currents ¢; and ¢, and their components,
the alternating current in the tank circuit, and the derived quantities of
power output, power input, and efficiency. Although the large number of
variables necessitate a tremendous number of measurements for a com-
plete description, typical measured values are available! and are very
helpful as an aid to the understanding of class-B and C amplifier oper-
ating behavior.

Typical examples * of external characteristics are shown in Figs. 9-3
and 9-4. Measurement of the tank current may be obtained by inserting
an a-¢c ammeter in series with the capacitance C of Fig. 9-1. The meas-
ured value of the tank current is, for high @ circuits, very closely the
rms value of the current component at frequency fo, the antiresonant
frequency to which the tank circuit is tuned.

The important properties of the curves of Figs. 9-3 and 9-4 are the
following:

1. For E; = 700 volts (Fig. 9-3) the tank current, and hence also the
output voltage, is linearly related to the driving grid voltage for all

1'W. L. Everitt, Communication Engineering, pp. 531-544, McGraw-Hill Book Co.
* Taken from Communication Engineering, by W. L. Everitt, with permission.
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values of E,, < 120 volts. The plate operating voltage and the bias
are adjusted for class-B operation, since, for the tube used (u=<8)

Fic. 9-3.

1000 I I | T
E. = —88 volts
R, = 5800 ohms
800 — -
_ 00 youts
EpZ 12
8
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E(; 400 - Ep= 400 volts
oy
200 Ep= 200 volits |
0 x ! |
0 40 80 120 160 200

V2 Eg, volts

Tank current as a function of E; and Es, E. and R, constant.

wE. = 8(—88) = —704 volts, and Ep 4 wE, =20, the tube is biased
approximately at cutoff with zero signal. This arrangement is often

1000 T T x ! 1 T |
E, = —88 volts
R, = 5800 ohms
800 — -
&
® 600 |
[o N
€
S
E 400} -
N&
200 -
0 I 1 !
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

E,, volts

Fic. 9-4. Tank current as a function of By and Eg, E, and E,, constant.

referred to as a linear amplifier, and is used in the amplification of
amplitude-modulated voltages applied in the grid circuit. In the case
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shown, the variations in amplitude of the input grid voltage should not
exceed 120 volts.

2. Saturation effects are shown in Fig. 9-3 and may be explained with
the aid of Fig. 9-2, in which the plate and grid voltages are referred to
the same zero voltage axis. With increasing amplitudes of ¢, and e;, the
grid voltage at its positive peak may equal or exceed the plate voltage at
its negative peak, and, since these peaks oceur simultaneously, secondary
electrons released at the plate will begin to be collected at the grid when

100 T T T
E, = ~88 volts
i Rar = 5800 ohms 5 :
Q\\
2 o]
@ ¢
2 60 L
§ ~
E a0 _ g0 O
& / 2 Be
d . We
20 — 50 V0
_-ra M
0
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

E,, volts

F1e. 9-5. Variation of total plate current with plate voltage, class-B or C amplifier.

e, > ep. For this condition the tank current curve begins to level off. In
case of a secondary-emission yield ratio exceeding unity at the plate, an
actual decrease in plate current (a dip in the top of the 75 vs. wt curve,
Fig. 9-2) will occur 'at the peaks of the grid swing.

3. The curves of £, = 200, 400, or 700 volts are typical class-C char-
acteristics for a large grid-voltage amplitude. The class-C character-
isties are better illustrated in Fig. 9-4, which shows that the a-c response
in the tuned circuit is linearly dependent on the d-c component of plate
voltage except for very small values of E;. Such characteristics as that
for /2 E; = 200 volts have led to the use of the class-C amplifier as a
modulator. For this purpose, a constant-amplitude grid voltage ob-
tained from the output of a radio-frequency oscillator is applied in the
grid circuit, and the plate circuit has a variable-amplitude audio-fre-
quency voltage source in series with the fixed d-c supply voltage. Oper-
ation should be such that /2 E, is sufficient to cause the tank current
to level off, requiring usually a grid bias voltage approximately twice
that required for zero-signal cutoff. Thus, according to Fig. 9-4, the
voltage in the output will faithfully reproduce the variations of audio-
frequency plate voltage, producing a modulated wave.



Ch. 9 CHARACTERISTICS OF CLASS-B, C POWER AMPLIFIERS 295

Another characteristic of interest is shown in Fig. 9-5. Here the
dependence of total plate current upon the d-c component of plate
voltage is shown for three different values of grid-voltage amplitude.
The importance of linearity here is again related to the use of the class-
C amplifier as a modulator. For a characteristic such as that for /2 E,
= 200 volts, the load resistance presented by the class-C amplifier tube
to the audio-frequency modulator is constant, an important requirement
for distortionless representation of the audio-frequency wave form. The

100 T T
E. = —88 valts
Rgr = 5800 ohms
80 T
> £y = 700 voits
2 60 — N
g = E, = 300 volts
[
€
3 40 /
b
s ® > 40{@
20 P £
2T
%o
0
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200
V2 Eg, volts

Fig. 9-6. Plate-conversion efficiency, class-B or € amplifier.

peak driving grid voltage must therefore be high enough to produce the
tank current saturation shown by Fig. 9-3.

The power requirements of radio transmitters are sufficiently high that
the conversion efficiency of the class-B or C amplifier is an important con-
sideration. Losses in both grid and plate circuits must be reduced to a
minimum. The grid drive must be adjusted for best operating efficiency.
A typical curve of conversion efficiency is shown in Fig. 9-6, for the same
tube and operating conditions that supplied the data for Figs. 9-3, 9-4,
and 9-5. A comparison of Figs. 9-3 and 9-6 will show that very little is
gained in efficiency by driving the grid voltage beyond the value required
for tank current saturation. However, because grid current flows,
losses in the grid circuit will increase with excessive grid drive, with no
increase in efficiency. The efficiency plotted in Fig. 9-6 is the ratio of
the a-c power output (proportional to the square of the tank current,
I7) to the d-c power input in the plate, Epplp.  Class-B operating
efficiency is illustrated by the curve for E;, = 700 volts, class-C by the
Ey = 300 volts curve. By reducing Ey to 350 volts, 2E/u =2 132 = 87.5
volts. The grid bias is E, = —88 volts, so that the amplifier is biased
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for recommended class-C operation at £, = 350 volts. There is very
little difference 2 in efficiency near saturation between curves for £, =
300 and Ey = 500 volts.

9-2. The Problem of Analysis, Tuned Power Amplifiers

The observed operating characteristics of tuned power amplifiers
have been described in preceding sections, and certain applications have
been suggested by the measured characteristics. Ideally, a synchronous
switch supplying power to the tuned circuit should connect the d-¢ power
source to the circuit only during a very short or infinitesimal interval
at the negative maximum of the fundamental, or selected harmonie,
voltage across the capacitor. The current flowing through the switch
during the short interval of connection must necessarily be very large
in order to supply the power output as well as the losses of the amplifier.
The vacuum tube, as a switch, cannot deliver unlimited pulses of current
because of cathode emission limitations. The tube must supply current
over the entire positive half-cycle of the driving grid voltage or over a
large fraction of the half-cycle in order to supply power requirements.
Thus, for class-B tuned power amplifiers, the operating angle of con-
duction is 180°, but for class-C operation the angle is less than 180°, and
its best value for optimum operation is a design parameter which is not
known in advance and which is difficult to specify in general.

It is the function of analysis to select the independent variables, the
dependent variables, and the engineering criteria of efficient operation
of a device or system, and then to attempt to obtain relations between
the variables such that the desired criteria can be described in their
quantitative dependence upon the variables involved. The final results
lead to an intelligent choice of parameters and to a knowledge of the
conditions for optimum operation. Usually simplifying assumptions are
necessary in order to obtain usable analytical expressions. Experi-
mental verification is always necessary to determine the accuracy of the
analytical approximations.

In the case of the tuned power amplifier, analysis of the class-B case
is possible with the aid of numerous simplifying assumptions, and the
results are valuable as a guide to the understanding of operating behavior
and to design. For the class-C case, however, semigraphical methods
based on tube characteristics are usually resorted to, and such methods
are inherently unsatisfying because they apply to individual tubes and
circuits already selected and do not result in general principles which
contribute to a final solution of the engineering problem. A brief dis-
cussion of the semigraphical method, applicable to both class-B and

2 8ee Communication Engineering, op. cit., p. 536.
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class-C operation, will be given in a later section. A simple analysis of
the class-B case following the approach first used by Everitt ? is given in
the following section. ‘

9-3. The Class-B Tuned Power Amplifier

It has been observed that experimentally obtained class-B character-
istics have led to the description of this amplifier as linear. Therefore,
it may not be too surprising that linear methods of analysis provide
usable results. It is assumed:

1. That the tuned circuit is tuned to parallel resonance at the fre-
quency fo of the driving grid voltage.

2. That the grid voltage is sinusoidal.

3. That the @ of the tuned circuit is high enough so that its impedance
77, is negligible at harmonies of fj.

4. That the triode characteristics are linear.

5. That the bias is such that 7, = 0 for zero signal voltage.

The method of Chapter 1 may be used in obtaining a suitable ex-
pression for the triode plate characteristics. The functional dependence
of plate current upon plate and grid voltage is expressed as

1y = 1p(ec, €p) (9-1)

A Taylor series may be used to represent the function in the vieinity of
any set of values of ¢, and ¢, for which 7; is continuous and has continuous
and finite derivatives. In Chapter 1 the expansion was obtained at the
operating point where the origin of coordinates had been established.
This may easily be seen from the general expansion, according to Taylor’s
series in two independent variables, as follows:

i)
iy = tp(ec, ep) = ts(Ee, Ey) + (ec — E.) Py [2s(Ee, Ey)]

I 1 z
+ (ep — Hp) o [fs(Ee, Ev)] + 21 l:(ec — E,)? ag’bb(Ec, Ey)

2

+ 2(e. — E;)(es — Ep) 1o(E;, Ep)

de. deyp

82
+ (ep — Ep)* P 15(Ee, Eb)J -+ higher-order terms (9-2)
e

Now ,(E,, Ey) = I, the current at the operating point; (8/9e.)iy(E,,
Ey) = gn as measured at the operating point; (8/0ep)in(E., Ep) =
gp = 1/7, as determined at the operating point. For the linear approxi-
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mation, higher-order terms may be neglected. Thus, .
= Ip+ 4 = Iy + gmlec — Eo) + gples — Ep) (9-3)
Since e, = E, + ¢, ¢» = Ep -+ e,, the expression
ip = gmeg T Gpep (9-4)

used in Chapter 1 is obtained.
In class-B operation,

Ww(Ee, By) =1, =0 (9-5)
because the tube is biased to cutoff with zero signal. Then, Eq. 9-3
becomes
. I 9»
b = Om I:(ec'}';_eb) - <Ec+g_Eb>:] (9-6)

and with g,/ = 1/p, and E, + E,/u = 0 as required for class-B bias,
there is obtained the relation

Us = gmlec + /) 9-7)

a linear approximation for the tube characteristics for 4, = 0. The
parameters ¢, and p are the familiar ones of class-A analysis. The tri-

iy

i,,=0

(ec t+ ep/u)

F1@. 9-7. Linear approximation for plate current of a triode.

ode characteristics in terms of the equivalent diode voltage (e, + ey/u)
are reduced to a single characteristic as shown in Fig. 9-7. The slope of
the line is seen to be gy.

The tuned circuit presents an impedance

Iy = — e 9-8)
1+ j2Q08
which is Eq. 8-17 of the preceding chapter. Here
Qo = woL/R (9-9)

and = (w - wo)/wo (9-10)
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is the fractional frequency off-resonance. At w = wo, the angular
frequency of the sinusoidal grid input voltage, § = 0, and the tank
impedance is a pure resistance

Ra = L/RC (9-11)

For this frequency, the voltage across the load impedance is sinusoidal
and of angular frequency wy. Whatever the nature of the plate-current
pulse wave form, a Fourier analysis of the plate current will provide the

Fi1c. 9-8. Phase relations in the class-B amplifier.

various harmonic amplitudes. For @ high, say, in the range 10 to 100
or more, it can easily be verified that the separate or combined harmonic
voltages sustained across Zy by the plate-current pulses are negligible
in comparison with the voltage produced by the component of angular
frequency wy. Therefore, the phase relations between the various
voltages and currents are as shown by Fig. 9-8, in which all voltages
and the current are referred to the same reference axes. Here Ejyp, is
the peak value of the fundamental frequency a-c component of voltage
across Zg,.

The equations of the instantaneous values of grid and plate voltage
as shown by Fig. 9-8 are the following:

¢, = E, + E;,, cos wpt (9-12)
ep = Ep — Epim €08 wol (9-13)
The plate current as given by Eq. 9-7 then becomes

@y = gm(E¢ + Egm 008 wol + Ey/u — Eplm/l-" cos wot), i3> 0
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which reduces, since E, + Ep/u = 0, to

U = gm(Eem — Epim/1) cos wot, @n — )T L wt £ 2+ P
= Ibm cos wol (9-14)
iy = 0, 2n — T S wt £ 2n — 37

in accordance with the diagram (Fig. 9-8). Thus, the pulses of current
are rectified half-cosine waves.

In terms of the peak value of total plate current, a Fourier analysis
of the current pulses of Fig. 9-8 provides a necessary relation between
the amplitude 7,1, of the fundamental-frequency current component
and Iy,,. Since the choice of origin has been such that the expression for
current during the period of tube conduction is an even function, only
cosine terms will be involved in the Fourier analysis. Then,

1 T
Iplm = —f ’I:b cos wol d(wot)
Ty _ g
2 /2 1
= — f Ibm 0082 wot d(wot) = — Ibm, (9-15)
= Jo 2
- . 1
Similarly, Iyovg = —Ipm (9-16)
T

The amplitude of the current pulse in Eq. 9-14 has been expressed as

Tom = gmlEem — Epim/1) (9-17)
Then, from Eq. 9-15, and since Ep1, = IpimBor,
Lotin = 39mBon ~ LpinRar/u) (9-18)
If Eq. 9-18 is solved for /1., the result may be written as follows:
Loim = 1Bgn/@rp + Ray) (9-19)

The form of Eq. 9-19 suggests an equivalent a-c¢ circuit for the funda-
mental component of the class-B linear amplifier. The circuit is shown
in Fig. 9-9 and applies only to the calculation of the fundamental a-c
component of plate current of angular frequency wy. The gain of the
amplifier for resonant-frequency components is easily obtained from
Fig. 9-9 and is

Ago = uRor/(2rp + Ray) (9-20)

Equation 9-20 illustrates one of the important properties of the class-B
amplifier, namely, that the gain at frequency f; is independent of voltage
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amplitude. Thus an amplitude-modulated, radio-frequency voltage
applied at the grid will be amplified without distortion. The external
characteristics already discussed confirm this conclusion, provided that
the proper adjustments in circuit operation are made.

-

2r,
te SR
g l“ E,

Fig. 9-9. Equivalent circuit of the class-B amplifier for the current component of
resonant frequency fo.

The average value of the plate current is given by Eq. 9-16 and, with
the help of Eqgs. 9-15 and 9-19, may be expressed in terms of E, as

2\/5 vE,

_— (9-21)
* 2r, + Ry,

1
Tyavg = -2V21,, =
m

Therefore, as the external characteristics have already shown, both the
average value of the plate current and the effective (or peak) value of
the fundamental component of plate current are proportional to the
driving grid voltage to the extent that r, and u are constants.

The power output, power input, plate dissipation, and efficiency are
now very easily expressed in terms of the fundamental ecomponent of
current or of load voltage. In particular, the efficiency of conversion in
the plate circuit may be written (using Eq. 9-21) as

p, _ IplzRar ™ Ilear __ T Lpim
P Ewlyag 2V2 Ey 4 Epy

M = (9-22)

The maximum theoretical efficiency is obtained if By, = Ep =2 Epp, and
is 78.5 per cent. The actual operating efficiencies of a class-B amplifier
as already indicated are usually in the range 55 to 65 per cent. If E,,
were increased sufficiently that E,q,, = E; (Fig. 9-8), then the maximum
value of e, might exceed the minimum value of e;,. Secondary electrons
released at the plate would be collected by the grid, a dip in the top of the
plate current pulse might result, and the linear relations assumed and
desired would no longer hold. It is therefore necessary that e, ., remain
less than or at most equal to ey, for linear operation.
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For the condition (see Fig. 9-8)
€ max = €pmin
or Egm + E, = Ey — plm (9'23)

(where it must be remembered that the value to be assigned to E, is
negative) then since E, = — Ep/u, the necessary value of E,;, may be
obtained from Eq. 9-23, from which

Bgn = E <1+1) IpinRar = E <1+1) #BgnBor
gm — Lib u plmilar = b u 2Tp + Rar
Finall Eem =E (1 + 1) [ %p + Bor ] (9-24)
ina m = - -
v £ ’ u/ L2 + (u + 1Rq,

is the necessary value of grid driving peak voltage for optimum power
output for a given plate supply and resonant load impedance B,,. The
corresponding values of fundamental a-¢ component and of average
plate current are, respectively,

1 u+ DHE
In =7 [ (k& DF ] (9-25)
2 2Tp + (”' + I)Rar
2 (w+1E,
and Tyovg = — 9-26
g P T 2y F (u+ 1)Eer (9-26)
The efficiency corresponding to Eq. 9-23 then is
wl mRa'r T M + I)Rar
L — 9-27)
4 E, 4 2r, + (¢ + DR,
The plate dissipation is
PP = Ebblb ave IplzRar (9-28)
and, since Ey, =2 E),
2 + 1E? + 1)2E,?R.,
P, = (v + 1Ey (v + D?Ey 9-29)

S w24 (A DRa 22, + (s + DR

Equation 9-29 involves the tube parameters r, and g, the allowable
plate dissipation, and the operating plate voltage (or plate-supply
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voltage) in addition to the resonant load resistance K,,. The necessary
value of R, may be obtained from Eq. 9-29 for the condition of e, msx =
€, min @0d for a given tube and plate supply. The result is best expressed
as a quadratic in R,, which may be solved after numercial values have
been inserted. This relation is given in the following form:

4r E2/1 2 47,2 4r, B2
Rar2+[ z +"—"<“—_>]Rar+[ - jl=0
u+1 P, \2 = (v + 1)2 m(p + 1P,
(9-30)

In case a maximum safe value of e¢; is specified by the tube manu-
facturer, it is evident from Fig. 9-8 that Ey, or E, should not exceed one
half of e max. The plate dissipation is a limiting factor in tube operation.
The value of P, used in Eq. 9-30 was the plate dissipation existing when
the amplifier is delivering its optimum power output. In case the load
were suddenly disconnected without the plate supply being disconnected
or in case of a loss of grid excitation, the full input power Eppf ., must be
dissipated at the plate. The rated plate dissipation may then be ex-
ceeded. The plate temperature will rise until the plate can radiate and
conduct away energy at the same rate it is being supplied.

The foregoing linear algebraic analysis of the class-B tuned power
amplifier is simple and straightforward and valuable as an aid to the
understanding of amplifier operation. It should be remembered, how-
ever, that it is approximate and may be considerably in error if the linear
range of operation is exceeded.

9-4. Graphical Solution, Class-B or C Tuned Power Amplifiers

The graphical solution to be presented in the following pages applies
equally well to both class-B and class-C operation, but, since the class-C
case requires the use of a graphical method in order to determine the
operating angle of plate-current conduction, emphasis will be placed
upon class-C operation. The use of a high-Q tuned circuit providing,
as it does, a sinusoidal response at resonant frequency to a sinusoidal
grid signal voltage of the same frequency, permits a particularly simple
representation of what may be called the path of operation?® on e.—ep
coordinate axes. If both e, and e, are sinusoidal, have equal periods, and
differ in phase by = rad, it may be shown that the path of operation is a
straight line. On e,—e; axes, constant-current characteristics may be
drawn, just as in Chapter 1 where the slopes of such curves were used to

31. E. Mouromtseff and H. N, Kozenowski, Analysis of the Operation of Vacuum
Tubes as Class C Amplifiers, Proc. IRE, 28, 752-778 (1935).
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illustrate the region of constancy of u for the triode. The determination
of two points on the path of operation is illustrated in Fig. 9-10. The
quiescent point @ is determined by the choice of the plate-supply voltage
Es and the grid bias voltage E... One other point is needed, such as P,
and is determined by an arbitrarily selected pair of values of e, 1, and
€. max- Lhus the graphical method is cut-and-try. Points along the

€c

€g

€p

2T

wyt

Fr1e. 9-10. Determination of the path of operation on the e.ep diagram.

path of operation correspond to instantaneously occurring values of
ey and e, so that values of wpf may be assigned to each point of the line.

The problem to be solved is that of obtaining values of plate and
grid currents for enough values of wol to plot these current pulses as
functions of time. Manufacturers of transmitter tubes usually supply a
set of constant-current curves plotted on e—ep axes for the purpose of
graphical determination of class-C (or B) amplifier operation. The inter-
sections of the plate or grid constant-current curves with the path of
operation provide the data for a set of values of ip(wgt). In order to
avoid interpolation between constant-current curves caused by the
selection of arbitrary values of wyf, the intersections available may be
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used and the corresponding values of e, read directly from the vertical
scale. Since e, = ¢, + E,, the phase angles wot may be computed from
the following relation:

coswot = (e, — Eo)/Eem (9-31)

A set of constant-current curves for the type-892 power triode is
shown in Fig. 9-11. Calculations will be made from Fig. 9-11 for typical

1600

1200

800

400

e, volts

~400 —
-800 {— -
Q
—1200 | ! ! | | | !
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
e, kilovolts

F1g. 9-11. Constant-current curves for the type-892 power triode. (Courtesy RCA)

operating values of E, = Ey, = 8000 volts, E, = E,, = —1000 volts,
E.n = 1700 volts, and ey nin/€, max = 1. Now

€cmax = Ec + Egm = —1000 + 1700 = 700 volts = €5 min
The coordinates of @ are e, = 8 kv, ¢, = —1000 volts; the coordinates

of P are ey = eymimm = 700 volts, e, = 700 volts. The operating line has
been drawn and the coordinates of the intersections of the operating
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line with the constant-current curves have been recorded, along with

computed values of the corresponding phase angles, in Table 9-1.

ib te
0 0
0.025 0
0.20
0.50
1.0 .
.. 0.20
2.0
3.0 ..
0.40
4.0 0.80
4.3 1.20
4.4 1.60
4.45 2.00
4.5 2.40

€b
4100
3950
3600
3350
3000
2700
2500
2100
1950
1600

TaBLE 9-1

€c
—80
—60
+20
80
170
230
280
380
410
500
570
630
660
670

e — K.
920
940

1020
1080
1170
1230
1280
1380
1410
1500
1570
1630
1660
1670

coS wel

0.540
0.553
0.600
0.635
0.688
0.724
0.753
0.811
0.829
0.882
0.924
0.959
0.975
0.982

wot
57.3°
56.1
53.1
50.5
46.5
43.6
41.1
35.7
34.0
28.0
22.4
16.0
12.7
11.0

A sketeh of the grid- and plate-current pulses (Fig. 9-12) shows that
the wave forms differ considerably from partial cosine waves. Data for

d
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b

current, ampere:
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N
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Grid- or platey

S
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-60

Fia. 9-12. Plate- and grid-current wave forms for class-C amplifier.

- 40

-20

0

wyl, degrees

20

40 60

the grid-current curve were not available for —10° < wot < 10°, and

this part of the curve has been drawn in by guess.

It is assumed that

grid current begins to flow when the grid becomes positive with respect



Ch. 9 GRAPHICAL SOLUTION 307

to the cathode. According to Fig. 9-10, this occurs at e, = | E,, l, or
cos 8 = | Eee |/Egm = 1000/1700

whence 6, = £54°. Similarly, point S (Fig. 9-11) marks the beginning
of plate-current flow, and the corresponding half-angle of conduction
may be computed from either the ¢, or the ¢, coordinate of point S. Thus
the graphically determined data for 73(wgt) and for i.(wot) are obtained.

The needed values of the average grid current, the average value, and
the amplitude of the fundamental a-¢c component of plate current may
now be obtained from the values of 7,(wot) and 73(wgt) which are available.
Graphical integration is indicated by the equations

1 m

Loy = — f io(wol) dlwol) 9-32)
27 J_,
1 G

Tyavg = — f Iy(wol) daod) (9-33)
2r J_x
1 k'3

and Iplm = —'f ’I:b(wot) CoSs (wot) d(wot) (9-34)

TV

since the functions ¢, and 43 are known graphically but not analytically.
If the trapezoidal rule for graphical integration is used, and if the values
of 75 and 7, are read at n equal intervals along the wt axis between 0 and ,
then the integrals Eqs. 9-33 and 9-34 may be expressed approximately

as follows:
1400 n k
Ib avg = — Ii%b( ) + Z ib <_E>] (9‘35)
n 2 =1 n
27 i k k
Lym = = [“’(O) + X4 (—”) cos (—")] (9-36)
nb 2 kel n n

Equations 9-35 and 9-36 indicate that the required values may be ob-
tained by addition of ordinates at regular intervals along the wgf axis,
and without plotting 7,(wet) provided ¢, has been obtained from Fig.
9-11 at the stated intervals. Interpolation must be resorted to in any
event, and so it seems preferable to interpolate from a graph of 7, instead
of guessing at the points along the operating line between constant-
current curves. Readings taken from the 7; and 7, curves of Fig. 9-12
are recorded in Table 9-2 along with the corresponding values of wgt and
cos wyt. Columns for the computed products and for the sums as in-
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dicated in Eqgs. 9-35 and 9-36 have been included. For 10° intervals,

n = 18; kxr/n = kx/18 rad, or 10k degrees.

TaBLE 9-2

kr| fkn kr . [k kr\ |, fkr kr ) |, fkr kr
k| — |ip{ — ) |cos| — iyl — Jeos| — ) lie{ — Egmceos| — ec— ||l — )el| —

n n n n n n n n n n
1 % 4.1 0.985 4.04 2.5 1675 675 1690
2 ’—; 4.1 0.940 3.86 1.3 1600 600 780
3 % 4.0 0.866 3.47 0.7 1473 473 331

2w
45 20 0.766 1.53 0.3 1302 302 90.6

5x
JEAE 0.643 0.32 0.1 1092 92 9.2
Sums 147 13.22 4.9 2000.8
i(0) 2.05 2.05 1.4 io(0)ec(0) _ 28700) 980
2 16.75 15.27 6.3 2 2 3881

From the values in the tabulation,
Ty avg = 16.75/18.00 = 0.93 amp
Lym = 15.27/9 = 1.7 amp
I;avg = 6.3/18 = 0.35 amp
The power output of the amplifier is then
P, = Epndpim/2 = 7300(1.7)/2 = 6200 watts
The power input to the plate circuit is
Py = Epply vy = 8000(0.93) = 7450 watts
The plate conversion efficiency is
7 = 6200/7450 = 0.83
The required load resistance at antiresonance is
Ror = Epp/Iptm = 7300/1.7 =2 4300 ohms
The plate dissipation is
P, = Py — P, = 1250 watts
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The necessary grid driving power is given by the fundamental equation
1 ™

P, =— f i, deol) (9-37)
27 J_,

and may be computed using the graphically obtained data from the
corresponding summation, which is

A E )] e

2 k=1 n

The required values for the example of the type 892 have been recorded
in the tabulation. From these,

P, = 3881/18 = 215 watts

the necessary grid driving power. The power P, is necessary at the grid-
cathode terminals to drive the tube. However, the flow of electrons to
the grid constitutes a flow of current in such a direction in the bias supply
circuit (Fig. 9-1) as to charge the bias battery or to deliver energy to
the bias supply. This energy must be supplied by the excitation source,
the grid-cathode circuit behaving as a rectifier with grid current flowing
during that portion of the a-c cycle for which the grid is positive with
respect to the cathode. The total amount of the grid driving power is
then given by

1 m
Py = Pot | B Lews = — [ eutontivtout) dlon)  (9-39)
T

This example solution of the class-C tuned power-amplifier problem
shows a simple method of obtaining the required information as to plate
and grid current wave forms and operating angle from which the average
and fundamental components of the currents may be found. There
remain the problems of optimum operation and of the design of the
tuned circuit. Optimum operation may be determined by assuming
€y min = €cmax 88 in the example, and trying several operating lines
through the @ point recommended by the tube manufacturer. This
procedure will enable the designer to select the best values of R, E,p,
and E,. The method is equally applicable to power pentodes. The
problem of tuned circuit design is discussed in the following section.

9-5. Analysis of Load Coupling, Class-B or C Amplifiers

The tuned circuit of the class-B or C power amplifier will in general
be much more complicated than the simple B, L, C combination of
Fig. 9-1. In particular, the final stage preceding the radiating antenna
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of a transmitter will involve antenna tuning and impedance matching
sections necessary to present the proper load to the tube and to the
transmission line leading to the antenna. However, the effective load
circuit for such a case may be represented as shown in Fig. 9-13a, and
this in turn may be reduced, at the frequency wy only, to the familiar
circuit of Fig. 9-13b. By means of tuning and proper design of the
impedance matching and transmission circuits, the actual load im-
pedance and also the impedance at terminals a~b will be made pure
resistances at wp. Then, if Cy is chosen such that the reactance of Ly

a
-
M C,
£ y Ly
L, Impedance
matching Actual —
and load T By
R transmission
2 circuits I,
Ry
b
7 b
(@ (b

Fra. 9-13. Load circuit of a tuned power amplifier.

is canceled at wq, the impedance reflected into the tube plate circuit load
will be a pure resistance in series with By and L; and of magnitude

R\ = wo’M?/(Ry + Rap) (9-40)
Thus the effective resistance in the circuit of Fig. 9-13b at wq is
R, =R, + R/ (9-41)
and the effective or loaded € of the tuned circuit at wq is
Qe1 = woly /R, (9-42)
The unloaded @ of the primary circuit of Fig. 9-13a is
Q1 = woln/Ry (9-43)

at the fundamental frequency. Some idea of the desired magnitudes of
Q. and Q,; may be obtained by considering the efficiency of transfer of
power from the primary to the secondary circuit (Fig. 9-13). In terms
of the tank current I;, the power delivered to the primary circuit is
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I (Ry 4+ R,’) whereas that delivered to the secondary is I;°R,’. The
efficiency is then given by the ratio

7= Ry/(R, + R:") (9-44)

which may be expressed in terms of the loaded and unloaded ’s with the
help of Eqgs. 9-42 and 9-43. The result is that

7=1—0Qu/Q1 (9-45)

from which it follows that @, should be as large, Q.; as small, as practi-
cable. However, the entire analysis fails if @, is so small that the
voltage across the tuned circuit is not sinusoidal. The circuit loaded @
must necessarily be sufficiently large to ensure the required selectivity
and to reduce the power at frequencies other than fy to negligible values.
As previously stated, it becomes necessary to require that .1 be not less
than 10, and desirably in the range between 10 and 15.

The values of L; and C; needed for design may be determined uniquely
in terms of Q,1, Rar, and wp. At the frequency wg, for which the equiva-
lent circuit of Fig. 9-13b is correct, the admittance at the terminals of

01 is
Y B ( c woln ) (9-46)
- RS2 + w?L,? ANt RS2 + wp?Ly? i

from which R. = R,(1 4+ Q.2 (9-47)
and 0oC1 = Qe1/Re(l + Qar®) (9-48)
If Q. = 10,
R =2 ReQe1® = wol1Qu - (9-49)
Then, Ly = R;/woQa (9-50)
and, from Eqgs. 9-42, 9-48, and 9-50,
a® 1 e
G = wole((f il- Qel2) = wo?Ly B w;)QRlar ®-51)
From Eq. 9-43, R = wol1/Q1 = Rur/Q1Qer (9-52)

and, from Eqs. 9-41, 9-42, and 9-52,

R/ = L(l —1)—R‘"<1 —1—> (9-53)
! wott Qel Ql Qel Qel Ql i
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The secondary circuit parameters may likewise be computed from the
resistance R, and secondary circuit @’s. If

Qz = woLz/ Rz (9'54>
and Qez = woLz/ (Rz + Rab) -, (9'55)
and woLz = 1/0)002 (9-56)

then the desired relations may be easily derived in terms of the @’s, wy,
and R,,. The resistance R,3, though not the actual load resistance, will
be known from the design of the transmission and matching networks and
may therefore logically be used in computing the remaining circuit
constants. Since

Q2/Qez = (Ba + Rap)/Re = 1 + Rap/Ry
Qez

h Ry =R, (—————-) 9-57
e 2= \G - s (550

Also, from Egs. 9-54 and 9-57,
L; = QQe2Rap/wo(Q2 — Qe2) (9-58)
The remaining parameter M is given by Eq. 9-40 as
M? = Ry'(Ry + Rap)/wo®

which becomes

M? =

Eor(@1 — Qe1) (woLz) _ RorBaQ2(Qr — Qer)
wonelel QeZ wone12Q1(Q2 - Qe2)

Although relations have been readily obtained between the load
circuit parameters, the required resistances and the various @’s, the real
problem is the proper selection of the §’s to provide the required Rg,, a
high tank circuit efficiency, and the necessary selectivity. As the re-
quired @’s depend upon the particular application involved, no definite
specifications on their magnitudes can be stated until the requirements
of the application are known. The unloaded @ magnitudes available
depend upon size and power level. For low-power applications the coils
are measured in dimensions of a few inches and have @’s ranging from
100 to 200. High-power level transmitters may use coils of a few feet
in length having ’s in the range 500 to 800.

A worth-while analogy may be drawn between the operating principles
of a class-C amplifier and a pendulum clock. The period, or the fre-
quency of oscillation, of the pendulum depends upon its length. If the
mass of the bob is large, considerable stored energy is converted from

(9-59)
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potential to kinetic between the highest and lowest points of the swing of
the pendulum. If energy sufficient to supply the losses is delivered by an
escapement mechanism at the end of the swing, the pendulum will
continue to oscillate with simple harmonic motion.

In the analogous class-C amplifier case, the electron tube provides the
mechanism for supplying power at the minimum values of the plate
swing. The stored energy transfers from L to C and back at a rate
determined by the magnitudes of L and C, and will be zero in the in-
ductance and maximum in the condenser, when the tank current is zero,
maximum in the inductance and zero in the condenser when the tank
current is maximum with time rate of change zero. If the energy
storage is large compared with the rate of dissipation (high @), the
resulting oscillations will be very closely sinusoidal, that is, contain
negligible harmonic frequencies.

9-6. The Class-C Frequency Multiplier

The class-C amplifier is often used as a frequency multiplier simply
by tuning the load eircuit to a multiple of-—usually twice or three times—
the frequency of the grid voltage. Energy is delivered on each positive
grid swing but only once every n cycles of the load voltage where the

A

c

4 _

— =i

€h

F1a. 9-14. Phase relations in a class-C frequency tripler.

output voltage is the nth harmonic of the grid signal frequency. A
sketeh of the desired phase relations among load voltage, grid voltage,
and plate current shows that the duration of the plate-current pulse
should not exceed one-half cycle of the load voltage. For a tripler, as
shown in the sketch (Fig. 9-14), the angle 28, should not exceed 60°. It
is evidently necessary to bias the grid very much farther below cutoff
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than for amplification at the fundamental frequency, and the driving
grid voltage must have a correspondingly large amplitude if triodes are
used. Multipliers frequently use tetrodes or pentodes because of the
smaller bias voltages required.

9-7. Neutralization of Triode Tuned Power Amplifiers

Triodes are used for high-power-level amplification in radiobroadcast
transmitters partly because of the difficulty of cooling screen grids of
pentodes at power levels of several hundreds or thousands of watts. The

P P
- it

CEP

&m Eg
1 ll K | |L {
1
E’ci 7= ‘llblb[ -.l—l{
() )

Fra. 9-15. Circuit and schematic of a class-C tuned amplifier showing the feedback
path through Cgp.

grid-plate capacity of a triode used in the grounded-cathode circuit is a
source of difficulty because it couples the output or load circuit to the
input circuit. As previously discussed, both input and output circuits
are tuned to the same frequency at which power amplification is desired.
The power and voltage levels in the output circuit are much higher than
in the input circuit. Conditions are therefore such that currents of
appreciable magnitude will flow through the coupling capacitance Cl,
from the output to the input. For example, the type-892 triode has a
grid-plate capacitance of 30 uuf, which represents a reactance of about
5300 ohms at 1000 ke. The current at load- and source-resonant fre-
quency fo produced in this reactance by the voltage across it will flow
through the grid-to-cathode impedance of the input source and produce
across this impedance a voltage of exactly the same frequency. If this
voltage happens to be in phase with the input signal voltage, the output-
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voltage amplitude will build up, as will the voltage due to feedback in
the input. This unstable condition will terminate in a stable one in
which the amplifier produces its own exciting voltage and becomes an
oscillator. As shown in the following chapter, this behavior is deliber-
ately provided for in an oscillator, but must be avoided in the amplifier.
The feedback requirements for oscillation may be more easily under-
stood by referring to Fig. 9-15. Here a class-C tuned amplifier circuit
is shown in Fig. 9-15a with a signal of frequency fo and rms voltage E,
impressed at the grid, and a resulting output voltage AE, across the
output tank circuit. Here A4 is the amplifier gain at frequency fy, and
only the fundamental or f; component of output voltage is considered.
The circuit of Fig. 9-15b is intended to represent a schematic equivalent
a-c circuit at frequency f,. Here the grid-cathode and plate-cathode
capacitances have been included with the total grid and plate impedances
to ground, respectively, Z, and Zz. Grid-plate capacitance Cgp is
shown. It is assumed that a class-A equivalent circuit may be used to
explain the effect of Cgp. It is also assumed that the feedback through
C,p provides a current in Z, of the proper phase and magnitude neces-
sary to produce E, exactly. Therefore, the external source of E; may be
removed, as shown in Fig. 9-15b. The feedback requirement just
stated may be formulated with the aid of
Fig. 9-15b as follows: The positive voltage
drop IZ, must replace —E,, or

(AE)Z,

Ve=-E,

="k (9-60)
Zs + 1/joCep ’
from which a requirement is imposed upon I
Z g, namely, /
J(1/wCyp)
=— 9-61
= (9-61)

The interpretation of Kqg. 9-61 is merely
that, for A a real positive number, Z, { gsp =v
must be an inductive reactance of fairly
small magnitude. In general, both the
L—C, and Ly—C, circuits become inductive
at frequencies slightly below fy; therefore, Veap

the condition for oscillation is present, and gyg 9.16. Vector diagram
means must be taken to prevent the feed- for the circuit of Fig. 9-15b.
back. The vector diagram of Fig. 9-16 hag

been drawn with current I as reference for | Z, | < 1/wC4,, whence
Ve < Veep-

+ chp
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A knowledge of the nature of the positive feedback through Cg, leads
easily to methods of preventing it. One method would be to connect
an inductance of susceptance 1/wLy = wCyp in parallel with Cg,. The
resulting tuned circuit would present such high impedance between P

i
_‘%—9 [
1

é:rj Ji— :lmLTﬁ

[

Fia. 9-17. Negative susceptance neutralization of Cyp.

and G (Fig. 9-15b) that the feedback current would be reduced to a
negligible value. However, the tuned circuit would present a high
impedance only at one frequency and would therefore be useful only
in fixed-frequency applications, such as transmitters in which this
neutralizing method has found extensive use. The arrangement is
shown in Fig. 9-17, in which the capacitor C is a blocking condenser of
negligible reactance.

The neutrodyne method of neutralization is illustrated by the circuits
of Fig. 9-18. The principle involved is merely the cancelation at node ¢
of equal currents 180° out of phase arriving through C,, and through
Cx. The additional coil Ly closely coupled to L; provides a voltage
equal to but 180° out of phase with the voltage across ;. If the voltages

(b)

Fic. 9-18. Neutrodyne method of neutralization.
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across L; and L, are each equal to E, the circuit may be represented
schematically as in Fig. 9-18b. It is convenient to apply Norton’s
theorem at the terminals of the impedance Z,. The resulting current-
source circuit is shown in Fig. 9-19. Since current I is the difference
between currents jwC,pE and joCnxE which would flow in a short circuit
placed between G and K, the current-source current is zero for Cy = C,,
at any frequency, and thus no voltage derived from the output will
exist across Z, if connected between @ and K.

Tests for proper adjustment of Cxy can be accomplished by applying
excitation voltage to the grid circuit, disconnecting the plate supply, and

()
/

L
]l(_ C= Cgp + CN
C I= E(].(A)Cgp—ijN)
= jwE (Cgp— Cy)
G K

Fig. 9-19. Current source equivalent of Fig. 9-18b.

checking for energy in the plate coil by means of a small search coil con-
nected to a sensitive detector. The variable Cy is then adjusted until
the reading of the detector is zero or minimum.

Clags-C amplifiers connected in push—pull are easily neutralized by
the connection of two neutralizing condensers from the plate of each
tube to the grid of the other. The balanced voltages of the output coil
are already available without the use of an additional coil.

9-8. Power Supplies and Bias Sources for Tuned Power Amplifiers

Class-B and class-C amplifiers used in broadcast transmitters require
high voltage and large amounts of d-¢c power and are usually supplied
from polyphase rectifiers similar to those discussed in Chapter 7. Filters
are necessary and are simplified by the use of polyphase rectification.

Bias voltage may be derived from the output of a rectifier and filter,
or from resistors and resistor-capacitor combinations connected in
cathode or grid circuits. A combination of power source providing bias
to cutoff plus additional cathode or grid bias is preferred because of
danger to self-biased tubes which would occur upon loss of grid excita~
tion. Automatic safety cutouts are used with commercial transmitters
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to remove plate voltage instantly in the event of the loss of grid signal
voltage.

Since grid current flows in class-C or B tuned power amplifiers, the
source and polarity of bias voltage in the circuits of Fig. 9-20 should be
evident. Electrons flowing to the grid produce the external conventional

5% El

Fra. 9-20. Use of grid current in producing bias.

current in the indicated direction. The direct current I, is the average
of the grid-current pulses.

9-9. The Grounded-Grid Tuned Power Amplifier

Neutralization is unnecessary if the grounded-grid connection is used.
This fact becomes particularly important at frequencies high enough
that distributed circuit parameters make neutralization very difficult.
The schematic circuit of Fig. 9-21 provides interesting information as to

b== ]

Ipm

1
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11

@lEim
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il I —

Fia. 9-21. Grounded-grid, tuned power amplifier.

power relations in the grounded-grid circuit. The currents and voltages
shown on the diagram are the peak values of the fundamental a-¢ com-
ponents. Since E;, and E,,, the peak input and output voltages at
frequency f,, are in phase, and since the peak plate current flows through
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the signal generator, then the available output power is
Py = FinTpm + Bonlym)/2 (9-62)
The power input supplied by the driving or signal generator is
P = EBin(Ign + Iym)/2 = Py + Egnlpn/2 (9-63)

in which Py = E;nlen/2 is grid dissipation, but the component of driving
power E;,1,../2 is recognized as part of the output.

PROBLEMS

9-1. Positive pulses of current of rectangular wave shape are applied at a uniform
rate of 796,000 per second to a circuit consisting of an inductance of 80 microhenrys
in parallel with a capacitance of 500 uuf. The coil @ is 40. Pulse duration is 0.04x
psec, amplitude 0.5 amp.

(a) Compute the amplitudes of the fundamental and of third-barmoniec compo-
nents of impressed current.

(b) Compute the peak values of fundamental and of third-harmonic frequency
voltages across the parallel circuit.

9-2. If the circuit of problem 9-1 were tuned to the third harmonic of the current
wave, compute the voltage across the tuned circuit at third-harmonic frequency.

9-3. Assume that the current pulse of problem 9-1 consists of half sine waves of
the same repetition rate but of amplitude 100 ma. If the tuned circuit consists of a
coil of @ = 50, L = 20 microhenrys, and C = 500 ppuf, determine the effective alter-
nating voltage across C' and the power delivered to the tuned circuit.

9-4. Refer to manufacturer’s data on a type-806 power amplifier, and obtain the
values of p and 7, necessary for analysis of the,tube as a class-B power amplifier
operating at Ey = 2000 volts, E, = —150 volts, Egn = 180 volts. If the maximum
allowable plate dissipation is 150 watts, compute the impedance of the tuned cir-
cuit at resonance, assume ey min = €; max-.

9-5. Compute the power output and the plate-circuit efficiency for the amplifier
of problem 9-4.

0-6. A class-B amplifier using a type-810 triode is to be operated at 80 Me. Typi-
cal operating conditions are:

E» = 1500 volts
E. = —50 volts
Egn = 110 volts
P, = 125 watts, maximum

If b min = 2¢. max, compute for a plate supply of 1500 volts (@) power output, (b)
plate efficiency, (¢) operating plate dissipation, (d) L and C of tuned circuit if the
loaded @ = 15.
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9-7. A type-891 power triode operates as a clags-C power amplifier at:

Ep = 8000 volts

E, = —1800 volts
Eom = 2400 volts

Iy = 1.15 amp

I, = 0.09 amp

If ep min = €c max, and fo = 1.59 Me, compute (a) the average plate current (d-c),
(5) the fundamental component of plate current Iy, (¢) the power output, (d) the
power input to the plate, (¢) the plate conversion efficiency, (f) the required load re-
sistance at antiresonance, (g) the plate dissipation, (k) the grid driving power, ()
the elements of the tank eireuit if the loaded @ is 20.



CHAPTER 10
VACUUM-TUBE OSCILLATORS

THE POSSIBILITY THAT A VACUUM-TUBE AMPLIFIER MAY BECOME AN
oscillator has been referred to in preceding chapters where precautions
needed to prevent such an event have been discussed. The present
chapter, however, will be concerned with the solution of the problem of
producing a-c¢ output power at constant frequency at the output termi-
nals of a vacuum-tube amplifier which supplies its own input. It is
basic in the vacuum-tube production of alternating voltage or power
from a d-c¢ source to provide a means whereby the kinetic energy of the
electron stream may be converted into the alternating field energy at the
output terminals. This general principle applies to any type of vacuum-
tube oscillator; however, the material of the present chapter will be
primarily concerned with the rather conventional vacuum-tube oscil-
lators which provide single-frequency (sinusoidal) output voltage in the
audio- and radio-frequency ranges up to a few megacycles. Such
oscillators can provide a better frequency stability and a wave form
more nearly sinusoidal than is possible by any other means.

10-1. Simplified General Theory of Oscillators

The conditions essential for producing a sinusoidal voltage across the
terminals of a tuned L-C circuit were discussed briefly at the beginning
of Chapter 9. It is instructive to examine the same circuit except that
now it is assumed that the elements are not lossless, so that an equivalent
circuit must involve a resistance. Suppose, for example, the switch in
the circuit of Fig. 10-1 is closed suddenly at a time when no energy is
stored in L or C. The current gn,e, shown as driving the equivalent a-c
circuit is initially zero since eg, the input signal voltage at the grid, is
zero. It is interesting to write and solve the node equation at node P
at the initial instant of closing the switch. Since a voltage cannot
instantly be impressed upon a capacitance, initially the node voltage V'
at the plate will be zero. At any instant, the sum of the currents at

node P must be zero, or
321
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V(1+ 1>+Cdv+1ftth—o 10-1)
d ' LJ, B (10-

p R L

Let the combined resistance of r, and Ry, in parallel be B. It is then
convenient to differentiate Eq. 10-1 with respect to time and to divide

P v . P v
RS == JL .S R,
c
»
H]IF—( £
Emey ==

Fre. 10-1. Circuit ?f a dynatron oscillator,
through by C in order to obtain the differential equation
d*V/de® 4+ (1/RC)dV/dt + (1/LCYV = 0 (10-2)
which is in a form quite familiar to students of electric-circuit theory.
The solution of Eq. 10-2 is easily obtained by the usual methods. If the

constants of the circuit are such that

1/LC > 1/(2RC)?

and with a=1/2RC, b= V1/LC — 1/(2R0)?
then the solution is
V = (K, sin bt + K cos bt) (10-3)

The condition that V = 0 at ¢ = 0 requires that integration constant
K, = 0. Then the solution

V = K728 gin (V'1/LC ~ 1/(2RC)%)t (10-4)

shows that a damped sinusoidal voltage exists across the tuned circuit
for the conditions assumed.

Additional interesting interpretations of Eq. 10-4 are now possible
and provide the reasons for the introduction of the differential equation
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and its solution at this point. The expression for the quantity b may
be revised as follows:

b w=—— 1~ e _ \/1 1 s
YT VIc @rcE ~ N Tomivioy 1Y

Here wy = 1/V LC, the resonant frequency of the parallel combination
of L and C, and, since woli = \/L/C = 1/woC, the effective circuit Q
may be introduced as *

Q R RC " (10-6
‘T oL Y T VIjC %)
Equation 10-4 now becomes

V = K1/  sin wo(V'1 — 1/4Q2)¢ (10-7)

which shows that the voltage V is a damped sinusoid provided @, > 14;
also, the angular frequency approaches wo if 1/4Q,2 < 1. Thus, if
Q. = 5, the angular frequency is practically that of the tuned circuit.

The question of damping as represented by the factor ¢ */?EC ig
of equal interest. If by some means R = r,R;/(r, + R1) could be made
infinite, then the exponent {/2RC would become zero, and the output
voltage would be a pure sine wave with no damping. This could occur
provided 7, is negative and equal in magnitude to Bz. The possibility of
a negative r, exists as shown by the plate characteristic of a tetrode at
low plate voltage (Fig. 2-3). In fact, the dynatron oscillator depends
upon just this negative slope region of the tetrode plate characteristic
to eliminate damping. Another and more important possible inter-
pretation, however, is that the resistance Iz, represents the source of all
losses in the tuned circuit. If by connection of the tube to the tuned
circuit not only the losses but also the power output can be supplied,
then Ry is effectively canceled. This is, again, the class-C synchronous
switch interpretation of Chapter 9.

One further interpretation of Eq. 10-7 is the possibility that the tube
provide in effect a negative resistance of magnitude such that R is
negative but not zero. Insuch a case, the exponential ¢~*/?FC increases
with time and the oscillation amplitude increases or builds up. This is,
of course, the expected behavior as any generator begins to build up
voltage, but in the case of the tube the important question of what
ultimately limits the oscillation amplitude must be answered. The
answer is that limitation is imposed by the properties of the tube itself.

* See Eq. 8-9, Chapter 8.
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The plate resistance and transconductance can no longer be considered
constants but are dependent upon the location of the operating point
which shifts position, as the oscillation amplitude builds up, in the
direction of current saturation in the nonlinear region of the tube charac-
teristics. Thus, the operation is inherently nonlinear, and harmonics
are introduced in the output unless special means external to the tube
are provided to limit the amplitude of oscillation.

The possibility is inherent in the circuit of Fig. 10-1—and has perhaps
been suggested by the discussion—that a properly designed coupling
loop connected in the grid circuit could be used to provide a fraction of
the voltage V to be used as grid excitation. In this case, the circuit
becomes a feedback amplifier in which all the excitation is derived from
the output in the form of regenerative feedback. This is a much more
practical concept and type of oscillator than the dynatron. The analysis
of such oscillators is given in the following section.

10-2. Conditions for Oscillation of an Amplifier

A vacuum-tube amplifier is capable of producing an a-c¢ power gain
through transfer of energy from the electron-stream kinetic energy to the
energy of the a-c field in the output circuit. Because of this power gain,
it is possible to feed back a fraction of the output power into the input
in such a way that stable self-oscillations are produced. The remaining
output power is available for a useful load. The design specifications of
most interest for such oscillators are the following:

(a) The magnitude and stability of the output frequency.

() The magnitude of the output power.

(¢) The efficiency of operation.

(d) The dependence of the frequency, power, and efficiency upon the
load admittance.

Because of the positive feedback necessary to establish self-oscillation,
it is inherently necessary that some part of the oscillator system provide
a limiting action to establish a stable equilibrium and to prevent the
amplitude from growing without limit. This limiting action generally
arises from nonlinearity in the electron-stream portion of the device,
unless amplitude-limiting circuits designed for that purpose are provided.
Although in the absence of external amplitude-limiting circuits the
nonlinearity would seem to rule out the use of the four-pole theory,
in fact a considerable amount of qualitative and some quantitative
information may be obtained by the use of the four-pole admittance
concepts, or by other methods of linear circuit analysis.

It has frequently been possible in previous amplifier analysis to
assume the feedback admittance y;» to be negligible. Actually, of
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course, amplifiers are designed to make the feedback admittance negli-
gible, whereas the feedback admittance is necessary for the tube trans-
ducer to operate as an oscillator. Because of the positive feedback, an
oscillator is driven as an amplifier from its own output, and the necessary
energy is provided by the d-c plate supply. A four-pole equivalent tube
cireuit with input and output terminations is shown in Fig. 10-2 and is

Ya1
Fia. 10-2. Equivalent circuit of an amplifier, driven from the output.

o,

Le |
o~

assumed to be driven from a generator of current I connected across
the output.

The voltage Vg in Fig. 10-2 is built up by the driving generator. The
current I is then given by the expression

v
Io = Vo(Ya + y22) + Vi = Vo (Yz + Yoz + —V—l?/m) (10-8)
2

The relation Vi/Ve = —y12/(yn1 + Y1) = 4 (10-9)

was derived in Chapter 1 (Eq. 1-54) and is referred to as the backward
voltage gain.

It is required that the tube circuit of Fig. 10-2 behave as an oscillator.
As such, it will require no driving generator of current I5. Let it be
assumed that a certain steady amplitude of the voltage V5 will be main-
tained by the circuit as an oscillator. Thus, as exeiting current Iy is
reduced gradually to zero, voltage Vs must approach a steady value if
the circuit oscillates. The necessary condition for I3 to approach zero
and for V3 to approach simultaneously some steady value not equal to
zero is, from Hqs. 10-8 and 10-9, for the sum of the admittances to reduce
correspondingly until in the limiting case for I — 0,

Yo + yoo + Apyor — 0

Then, the condition for oscillation must be

Yo+ y2s + Apyor = 0 (10-10)
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which may be written in the form

14+ Apyer/(oe + Y2) =0
or ApA = 41 (10-11)

since A = —ya;/(ya2 + Yg) (derived in Chapter 1, Eq. 1-50) is the for-
ward voltage gain of the circuit as an amplifier.

Admittance yzo may be separated into two parts: y, which depends
only upon the circuit, and y. which depends only upon the electron
stream. Since yz; depends upon the electron stream, let y, be grouped
with 4syq1 so that in Eq. 10-10 a separation may be effected between
circuit-dependent and electron-stream-dependent admittances. Thus,
let

Y, =y.+ Apyn (10-12)
and since Y22 = Yo + Yo (10-13)
then, Eq. 10-10 becomes Yy 4y, + Y. =0 (10-14)

Here the admittance Y, is dependent upon both the voltage V5 and the

angular frequency w and may be expressed functionally as Y,.(Vy, ).
In terms of component conductances and susceptances, the conditions

for oscillation voltage amplitude Vs to exist at a fixed frequency are

Gy + go+ Ge(Va) = 0 (10-15)
and By + b, + B.(Va) = 0 (10-16)
If a simple antiresonance is assumed, then

By + b, = oC — 1/uL

where C and L are the equivalent net capacitance and inductance of the
circuit portion. If further,

B.(Va) = «Co(Vy) (10-17)
then wC — 1/wl 4+ «C. (V) =0
or w? = 1/L[C + Co(V3)] (10-18)
and —G(Va) = Gy + g, (10-19)

Equation 10-19 states that equilibrium will be established at that value
of Vy for which —@G,(V,) becomes equal to G5 + g., and Eq. 10-18
provides information as to the dependence of w upon C.(V,) as well as
the circuit constants. Thus, both the frequency and the power output
V2@, are dependent upon the load admittance. Variations of the power
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output and frequency with load admittance are often presented in a
form known as a Riecke diagram.

The interpretations that have been obtained from the condition
A4, =1 for the sustained oscillation of an amplifier are generally
applicable to oscillators. The requirement that A4, = 1 may be called
a criterion for self-excitation. Another approach to the criterion for
the self-excitation of a single tube amplifier or oscillator is available
through the feedback theory of Chapter 3. This requirement for self-

A Amplifier
Vi! gain A T% To load:
___________ N
[ ¢
Feedback
VfJ network l‘/o
B=V/V,

Fi1c. 10-3. Oscillator input supplied by feedback from its output.

excitation, known as the Barkhausen criterion, is very easily obtained
from the diagram of Fig. 10-3. The voltage gain of the amplifier is

A=V,/V; (10-20)

The output voltage is impressed across the feedback network which
provides the voltage
V=8V, (10-21)

at its own output. The feedback network is required to provide the
proper magnitude and phase of V, such that it is identical with the
voltage V;. If V; = V;, then Eq. 10-20 becomes

A= Vo/Vf = V./8V, = 1/8 (10-22)
or A =1 (10-23)

which is the requirement for self-excitation and oscillation.
The application of Eq. 10-23 to a vacuum-tube amplifier of gain 4,
load impedance Zy, results in a requirement on 8. Thus,

w2y,
Ap= -2 g=1
8 p + Z
ry + ZL> (1 1 )
ﬁ=_<._.~ - (1s (10-24)
o pZy, 4 gméL
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which is known as the Barkhausen criterion for sustained oscillations.
If Z1 is a pure resistance, the minus sign in Eq. 10-24 represents the 180°
phase reversal necessary in the feedback network in order to provide
the proper voltage phase at the input. If Z is complex, then an ad-
ditional phase correction in the feedback network is necessary. The
required feedback network gain 8 therefore depends upon both load and
tube.

10-3. Application of Oscillation Criteria to the Tuned-Plate Oscillator
Certain interesting results may be obtained by an application of
Eq. 10-11. If the separation into electronic and circuit parts of the
admittances of Eq. 10-14 is possible, the same results may be obtained
more easily by direct resort to Eq. 10-14 or to Egs. 10-15 and 10-16.

M G

"
N
3
o
MWy
ut
il
ol
e
&~
LN
———
EgorV;

Fi1a. 10-4. Actual and equivalent cireuits of a tuned-plate oscillator.

However, it is difficult to write down immediately the separation in-
dicated in Eq. 10-14. Therefore, Eq. 10-11 will be applied directly to
the case of the tuned-plate oscillator.

The circuit of the tuned-plate oscillator is shown in Fig. 10-4 and is
the same as that shown in Fig. 10-1 except that feedback is provided.
Resistance R, is a biasing resistor, C,; a by-pass condenser. The equiva-
lent a-c circuit is drawn under the assumption of linear operation. Re-
sistance R is the effective value of the resistance of the load, as seen
from the tank circuit and includes the coil resistance of the inductance
L. Tt is assumed that the load is either directly in series with L or is
coupled into the tank circuit.

An application of Kirchhoff’s current or node equation to the equiva-
lent circuit of Fig. 10-4 gives the following:

1
V= =V (= 4 juC + —
gmV1 2(Tp+.7w +R-|—ij>
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Vs Im
A=z 10-25
or 2 ry + joC + /(R + joL) (10-25)

Also, the voltage V' is given by

Ve
V='MI='M<———>
1 = JoMliy = jw R+ joL

so that Ay = Vy/Vy = —juM /(R + juL) (10-26)
The condition for self-sustained oscillation is given by Eq. 10-11. Thus,

Gl - [ =+
R+joL/ L 1/r, + joC + 1/(R + jul)]
jeM  1/ry + juC + 1/(R + juL)
R+ jol Im
1 jeCR + juL) + 1
=-+ , 10-27
b gu(R + joL) (1020

Equation 10-27 may be simplified by multiplying through by [(R +
jwL)/jwC]. The result, with some algebraic simplifieation, is

M+R+ij+R+,1<L 1>~0
C 7 il gm T\ w0/

and

whence, by rationalization,

<L+R M)+_[1<L 1) R]_O 1098)
W gm0 T g\ T we) T e T -

Thus, the following two equations result:

L/uwC 4+ R/gm — M/C =0 (10-29)
and (wL — 1/0C) — Rgm/uwC =0 (10-30)
From Eq. 10-29 M = L(1/p + RC/Lg.) (10-31)

which specifies the value of M required for sustained oscillations. For M
greater than the value given by Eq. 10-31, the oscillation amplitude will
increase until the current is driven into nonlinear regions of the tube
characteristics such that g, and p will satisfy Eq. 10-31. The quantity
L/RC = R,,, the impedance of the load at the resonant frequency.
Thus, Eq. 10-31 written as

—M/L = —(1/11 + I/Rargm)
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will be recognized as the Barkhausen criterion of Eq. 10-24, with —3 /L
proportional to 8. From Eq. 10-30,

2 1 <1+R) (10-32)
“TIe\ T h
or with w? = 1/1C, w=wV1+ R/r, (10-33)

Now wg is the natural angular frequency of the tuned circuit. Thus, Eq.
10-33 indicates that the oscillation frequency is slightly greater than the
natural frequency of the tuned circuit, but that the difference is small
if r,> R.

Another interpretation of Eq. 10-29 is that, for a fixed M, the bias is
such as to provide the necessary value of

gm = pRC/(uM — L) (10-34)

Oscillations in the tuned-plate oscillator are self-starting if the value of
gm at zero bias is greater than the critical value imposed by Eq. 10-34.
The presence of the biasing resistor K, causes a shift in operating point
as oscillations begin and build up, and grid current begins to flow. The
stable operating point is that for which the average value of g,, between
extreme values of grid voltage is that specified by Eq. 10-34. The
quantity u is reasonably constant over the same range.

The analysis given herein for the tuned-plate oscillator applies reason-
ably well for frequencies such that lumped circuit values may be used.
For higher frequencies where the circuits must be analyzed in terms of
distributed constants, a different analytical method is utilized.

10-4. Vector Diagram of the Tuned-Plate Oscillator

The vector diagram of the tuned-plate oscillator is obtained from the
equivalent circuit, and assumed linear operation. Although operation
is not linear, the vector diagram is instructive and reasonably accurate.
The steps taken in the preparation of the vector diagram of Fig. 10-5 are
listed in their proper sequence as follows:

(1) Assume current [, as reference vector; draw:

(2) BRI,

(3) jwLIy

(4) —V2 = RIy, + juLIy

(B) 1o =juC(=Vy)

(6) L = —Vagp = —Va/rp

(7) gnVi = I, + I, + I, and must be perpendicular to Ir.

8 Vi=E;=gnV1/gn
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L
b gnVi
Ip
JwLIy
I E,=V
-V
RI, I

_Eg
Fia. 10-5. Vector diagram of the tuned-plate oscillator.
In order for V, or E, to lead Iz, by 90°, ¢,V must lead (—V,). The
tuned ecircuit then behaves as a capacitance, and the reactance curve

of Fig. 10-6 indicates that the frequency at which the tank circuit
presents a capacitive reactance is greater than fo.

x

fur”

—_————————— ——— —— =

Fia. 10-6. Reactance curves for the tank circuit of a tuned-plate oscillator with
negligible B.
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10-5. Classification of Feedback Oscillator Circuits

Oscillator circuits have been classified as those that do and those that
do not have external feedback networks. For the first group, those

¥+
T

F1a. 10-7. Prototype oscillator circuit, plate supply not shown.

providing external feedback circuits, Jen ! has shown that four basic
circuits may be derived from a single prototype, shown in Fig. 10-7.
Three are obtained by omitting one inductive element successively from

\ |

L

Type 3 Type 4

F1a. 10-8. Basic feedback oscillator circuit types derived from the prototype of
Fig. 10-7.

1 C. K. Jen, Proc. IRE, 19, 2109 (Dec. 1931).
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each of the three parallel tuned circuits, the fourth by making one of the
resonant circuits conductively separate from the remaining portion.
Inductive coupling may exist among all three coils.

The four derived circuits are shown in Fig. 10-8. This classification
has been used by Thomas ? to show that the commonly used oscillator
circuits may be derived from the four types. The tuned-plate oscillator,

. Cq % L J %ﬁa
R, %Lz ==z, écz L, e
[T ]

Tuned-plate circuit Tuned-grid circuit

THC
O
w

F1a. 10-9. Tuned-plate and tuned-grid practical type-1 circuit derivatives.

for example, is type 1 with C; and C; removed. A similar circuit, the
tuned-grid oscillator, also may be derived from type 1 by removing Cy
and C3. Practical arrangement of the tuned-plate and tuned-grid circuits
are given in Fig. 10-9. The elements R, and C, are added to provide
grid bias. A third and very frequently used circuit, the Hartley circuit,

R-f by-pass

X
R-f choke

o C
1 Ed RYES

AN 4!
Series-fed Shunt-fed

Fig. 10-10. Hartley oscillator cireuits, type-1 derivatives.

may be derived from type 1 by omitting Cs and C3. Since the two coils
have a common terminal, they may be represented as a single coil with a
tap connection for the cathode as shown in the practical circuit of Fig.
10-10, which includes both series- and shunt-fed versions. The use-
fulness of the Hartley circuit depends largely upon the fact that a single

2H. A. Thomas, Theory and Design of Value Oscillators, Chapman & Hall, London.
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tapped coil may be used, with the tap joint adjustable if desired. The
series-fed circuit is usually avoided because of the shunting capacitance
of the power source.

The type-1 circuit of Fig. 10-8 with all elements present except
mutual coupling between L, and L3 and with or without the capacitive

Load

Ly

3
D
o

[\

VWA

=
n

Fi1a. 10-11. Tuned-plate, tuned-grid type-1 derivative without external coupling C;.

coupling C; between grid and plate circuits is called the tuned-plate,
tuned-grid circuit. Where shielding is employed between plate and grid
circuits, feedback depends upon the grid-plate capacitance C,p + C;
or Cy, alone. The oscillation frequency is determined by the grid-
circuit tuning, since the loading of the plate circuit results in a lowering

R-f by pass
R | |

Kl
W
it At
C, L Cs
000/

Fre. 10-12. The Colpitts oscillator, type-2 derivative.

of its effective @. The plate-circuit tuning may then be used to adjust
oscillator loading. A practical form of this circuit is shown in Fig. 10-11.

The type-2 circuit of Fig. 10-8 has one important derivative, the
Colpitts oscillator of Fig. 10-12. This circuit may be derived from
type 2 by omitting Ls and C;. The practical circuit of Fig. 10-12 uses
shunt feed to the plate. Tuning capacitances C; and C; are ganged
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(tuned with a single adjustment) once their proper capacitance ratio
has been determined.

No practical circuits seem to have developed from the type-3 proto-
type, but the type 4 is represented by the Meissner circuit in which C,
and Cj and the coupling between Ly and Lz are omitted. This leaves the
nonconductively coupled L;—C circuit as both tank circuit and feedback
path between plate and grid. A practical form of this circuit may be
arranged as shown in Fig. 10-13.

;} - .
Cg
Ly Ry Ly
1l
- fIF

M3

M12<

L

C,
\V
T

Fig. 10-13. Meissner oscillator, type 4.

10-6. Electron-Stream Feedback Coupling

A problem common to all the oscillator circuits thus far described is
the change of frequency which tends to accompany a change in load
impedance. Such frequency changes may be prevented or reduced by
the proper circuit isolation of the oscillator tuned circuit from the load.
One practical means of accomplishing this isolation is to connect a
class-A amplifier, called a buffer amplifier, as the oscillator load, and to
drive a class-C power amplifier from the output of the buffer amplifier
which takes negligible grid current at its input terminals and thus pro-
vides a constant high-impedance load for the oscillator.

It should be kept in mind that oscillators, unless provided with ex-
ternal amplitude-limiting circuits, operate class C. Another means of
accomplishing isolation of oscillator tuned circuit from load is provided
in a single tetrode or pentode tube by using cathode, control grid, and
screen as a triode oscillator and coupling in the load circuit as a class-C
amplifier through the plate. The circuit is drawn in Fig. 10-14 as a
Hartley circuit, but the method may be applied to any of the ecircuits
that have been described. The screen acts as the anode in the triode
oscillator section, but sufficient current passes through the screen to
the anode of the pentode to provide the voltage and power output of the
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load, just as described in Chapter 9 for the class-C amplifier. Since
power coupling to the load is through the electron stream, the circuit
is said to be “‘electron-coupled.” It is an effective means of improving
frequency stability.

It is experimentally observed that a small increase in screen voltage
of the electron-coupled oscillator results in a small increase in frequency,
but that a small increase in plate voltage causes a small decrease in
frequency. These separate effects may be utilized to nullify each other
by supplying the screen voltage at an experimentally adjusted tap on a
potentiometer, as shown in Fig. 10-14.

~— Load

Fia. 10-14. Electron-coupled Hartley oscillator circuit.

10-7. Control of the Stability of the Output Frequency

The effect of load variations in causing changes in output frequency
has been mentioned in Section 10-6, where isolation of the load by use
of a class-A buffer amplifier stage or by use of the electron-coupled load
has been suggested as a possible solution. The effect of load on fre-
quency is often referred to as frequency pulling. In low-power circuits,
the effect may be minimized by inserting sufficient attenuation or
resistance between oscillator and load.

Oscillation frequency changes, however, result from a number of other
causes. These include mechanical and thermal effects such as vibration,
shock, and changes in temperature which affect frequency-critical
physical properties such as dimensions and resistivity, resulting in
changes of L, M, C, and R of the external network. They also include
voltage variations which affect the magnitudes of plate and grid resist~
ances, 7, and rg, and the transconductance, g,. These also vary with the
amplitude of oscillation. Adequately regulated power supplies are
essential for maintaining constant frequency of an oscillator but are not
sufficient. Although tube amplification factor u varies very little with
Eyy, its variation may not be neglected where extreme frequency sta-
bility is necessary. Effects of plate resistance variation upon frequency
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may be minimized by adding a high resistance to the plate circuit so
that the percentage variation due to changes in 7, will be small. This
is known as resistance stabilization.

Llewellyn 2 in 1931 analyzed the problem and obtained an interesting
and useful practical solution by mathematical analysis. A brief account
of this analysis and an example of its useful results should be of interest
at this point. Principles rather than details are important and will be
stressed. The analytical method depends upon the fundamental prin-
ciple, already used in the foregoing, that, if an energy-storing ecircuit

Fig. 10-15. Generalized feedback-oscillator equivalent circuit, with stabilizing
impedances Z4 and Z5.

oscillates, or is in steady oscillation, no external exciting alternating
voltage source is needed. To present this principle quantitatively,
Llewellyn assumed a circuit of R, L, and C in series with a vacuum tube
and an a-¢ source of sinusoidal excitation of rms voltage E. Although
the vacuum-tube circuit is nonlinear, the alternating voltage at steady
state across the tube may be expressed rigorously in terms of a Fourier
series and represented at one frequency as I(r + 7X) in Kirchhoff’s mesh
equation for the tube circuit, Eq. 10-35, where [ is the rms mesh current.
Thus,

E = (R + joL + 1/juC + r + jX)I (10-35)

From Eq. 10-35, if steady oscillations exist, then E = 0, but I #£ 0, so
that the conditions for oscillation are:

R+r=0 (10-36)

and wl — 1/oC+ X =0 (10-37)

Now a number of the feedback oscillator circuits that have been

discussed, including the Hartley, Colpitts, and Meissner circuits, may be

represented by the same generalized equivalent circuit (Fig. 10-15).
Impedances Z, and Zs have been inserted for the purpose of securing

3 F, B. Llewellyn, Constant Frequency Oscillators, Proc. IRE, 19, 2063 (1931).
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the independence of frequency and applied voltage which is the desired
end result of the analysis. The problem then is to determine the con-
ditions imposed upon Z4 and Z;. Since E; = I3rg, the mesh equation
for the plate mesh is

plare = I1(Zy + Zs + 1p) + 12(Z1 + Zp) — 132
or 0="0Z1+ Zs+ 1) + 12(Z1 + Zn) — I3(urg + Zn)  (10-38)
and for the other meshes
0=151Z+ Zp) + 12(Zy + Zy + Z3 + 22,) — I3(Zs + Zy) (10-39)
0= —11Zy — Io(Zo+ Zp) + I3(ry + Z5 + Zy) (10-40)

This set of three equations is in homogeneous form; that is, the variables
with their coeflicients are arranged on one side, but only zeros occur on
the other side of each equation. In this form, a solution ¢ exists pro-
vided that the determinant of the system is zero. If a solution exists,
currents Iy, I, and I3 of fixed frequency exist, and, since there is no
external excitation, the system is behaving as an oscillator. Therefore,
the condition for oscillation is that

Zun Ziy Zis
Zoyr Zoy Zoz | =0 (10-41a)
Zg1r Zzz Zss

where Zu=27Z1+Zs+ 1

Zyg =71+ Zim = Zn
Zyg = —(urg + Zn)
Zos = Zy 4 Zy + Zs 4 270, (10-42)
Zog = —(Za+ Zn) = Z3»
Zyz =1+ 2o+ Z4

Zg1 = —Zpy # 713

From Eq. 10-41a, and with two terms combined by factoring, one may
obtain the condition for osecillation in the form

Z11ZaoZs3 + Z19Z05(Z31 + Z1s) — Z19°Zsg — Zos*Zyy
~Z13Z31 292 = 0 (10-41b)
which is merely the expansion of the determinant of Eq. 10-41a. If now

¢ See E. A. Guillemin, The Mathematics of Circuit Analysis, pp. 16-17, John Wiley
& Sons.
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it is assumed that circuits external to the tube have negligible losses, the
impedances Zy, Zy, Z3, Z4, Z5, and Z,, become pure reactances. Substi-
tutions into Eq. 10-41b from Kgq. 10-42 then provide the relation, with
Xoo = X1 + X5 + X5 + 2X,,

[rp + 5(X1 + X5)(iXa2)lre + §(Xz + X4)]
FX L+ Xa)l—3(Xs 4+ X[~ (urg + 72X0)]
— [+ Xa)Plre + (X + X)) — [—3(Xz + X)Plrp + 5(X1 + Xo)]
~[— (urg + JXm)(—5Xm) (X22) = 0
which reduces to the two equations:
— Xoalrp(Xz + Xa) + re(X1 + X5)] — (X1 + X)Xz + Xnur,
+ (X1 + Xo)?rg + (X2 + Xn)?rp + XooXopurg = 0
(10-43)
Xoalryre — (X1 + X5)(Xo + Xo) + X% — 2X0(X1 + Xu) (X2 + X)
+ (X1 + X)Xz + Xo) 4 (Xo + X)2(X1 + X5) = 0 (10-44)
The second of these equations, 10-44, may be written as

{2Xm(X1 + X)Xz + X)) — (X1 + Xn)2( X2 + X4)}
— (X5 + Xn)*(X1 + X5)

X=
# rore — (X1 + X5)(Xz + Xa)

(10-45)

from which it may be seen that, if X, and X5 have the proper values at
the frequency of oscillation, which is the frequency at which the second
mesh has zero reactance, then this reactance X, will be zero at the reso-
nant frequency whatever the values of r, and r,. The numerator of
Eq. 10-45 is zero for values of X4 and X5 for which

2Xn(X1 + X)) (X2 + Xn) = (X1 + Xo)* (X2 + Xo)
+ (X2 + X)X + X5)  (10-46)

It has been shown by Llewellyn that the requirement for frequency
stabilization stated in Eq. 10-46 leads to physically realizable or possible
values of r,, r;, and u necessary to sustain oscillations. Also, stabiliza-
tion is achieved with reasonable values of X, and X5. It may also be
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concluded from Eq. 10-46 that stabilization may be achieved by the use
of only one reactance, either X, or X5 but not both. Thus, if plate
impedance stabilization alone is used, X4 = 0, and

Xt Xe) Lt X,
A similar relation may be obtained for X,, grid stabilization, with
X 5 = 0

The Hartley circuit may now be chosen as a specific example. Refer-

ence to the circuit of Fig. 10-10 shows that X, = w¢M, X| = wols,
and X, = wols. Then Eq. 10-47 becomes

2uoM (Ls + M) <L3 + M>2
== =) — Ly (1048
5 ( Lz + M) wWolsz wolsz ( )

Lo+ M
which turns out to be a negative quantity. If a capacitive reactance is
required, then

2
> X, —~X;  (1047)

X5 = ~1/wCj
1

I + M2 Ts + M
|zt 2 (205) - 2 (2550
w°[3+ *\L, + M I+ M

But wp is the resonant frequency for which

and Cs =

Xog = X + X + X5 + 2X,,
= woLs + wols — 1/wgCs + 2w = 0
whence wo? = 1/C5(Ls + Lo + 2M) (10-49)
Finally, then, the necessary capacitance for plate stabilization is

Cs(Ls + Ly + 2M
C, = 3(Ls 2 ) (10-50)

Ls + M\ I
Ls + Ly (———3 + ) — oM (%—3 T M)
Lo+ M Ly + M

Actually, of course, a high-impedance choke in parallel with C5 is re-
quired to by-pass the direct current to the plate. A corresponding
expression may be derived for Cy if grid stabilization alone is used, or
stabilizing reactances may be used in both grid and plate leads simultan-
eously. For tunable oscillators, stabilization would require new values
of capacitance at each frequency unless M were zero, and L3 = Ls.
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In this case, the value of the stabilizing capacitance would depend upon
(3 only, and tuning could be accomplished by simultaneous variation
of Lz and L with fixed C3 and C5. For applications to other circuits
and for experimental confirmation of the theory, refercnce should be
made to the original paper by Llewellyn.

The problem of frequency stabilization of an oscillator has many
aspects, and there are numerous methods of solution. This section has
been concerned primarily with the means of minimizing the effects upon
frequency of the changes in voltage-dependent tube parameters. The
following section deals briefly with the use of crystals of quartz or
tourmaline in the precise control of oscillator frequency.

10-8. The Piezoelectric Crystal-Controlled Oscillator

The important frequency-controlling properties of a properly prepared
quartz or tourmaline crystal are dependent upon the piezoelectric effect
which, simply stated, consists of the mechanical vibration in thickness,
bending, or shear of the crystal in response to an alternating voltage

Attty Pr—
Electrodes R
Crystal -~ C1
— L
T°
-—
(a) Circuit arrangement (b) Equivalent electric circuit

Fre. 10-16. Electrode arrangement and equivalent electric circuit of a piezoelectric
crystal.

properly impressed upon the crystal, and of the converse effect of the
appearance of an alternating voltage between electrodes containing the
crystal if mechanical vibrations are present. Electric energy may be
stored in the crystal in the mechanical vibrational form and recovered
with small loss of energy. The properly prepared crystal has a natural
resonant vibration frequency of the value desired; the @ or energy
storage-to-dissipation ratio is higher than may be obtained with ordinary
tuned eircuits with an order of magnitude of several to many thousands.

The crystal properties are ideal for use as the tuned circuit of an
oscillator. A typical crystal designed for a resonant thickness vibration
and electrical frequency of 430 ke is rectangular in shape with dimensions
3.33 cm long, 2.75 em wide, and 0.63 em thick. If such a crystal is
mounted between capacitor plates, as shown in Fig. 10-16aq, its equivalent
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electric circuit ® is shown by Fig. 10-16b. The capacitance C, is the
capacitance between electrodes with the crystal inserted but not vi-
brating. The series circuit of R, L, and C represents, respectively, the
electrical analogs and counterparts of the frictional losses, the vibrating
mass, and the reciprocal elastic constant or compliance of the vibrating
crystal. For the 430-kc crystal of dimensions as given, B = 4500
ohms, L = 3.3 henrys, €' = 0.042 puf, and C; = 5.8 puf. The approxi-
mate @ of the crystal is about 2300. The equivalent circuit indicates
the presence of two resonant frequencies, but in general the series-
resonant frequency of L and C is desired.

[ Crystal
| ]

: ]
| |
| SR |
| |
! I
| —
L |
| Gl
l [
| ==C |
e = -

Fia. 10-17. Tuned-grid, tuned-plate crystal-controlled oscillator.

The most commonly used circuit arrangement of a crystal-controlled
oscillator is probably the tuned-grid, tuned-plate circuit with the crystal
used as the high-Q tuned-grid circuit which determines oscillation fre-
quency. The arrangement and equivalent crystal circuit are shown by
Fig. 10-17. Tuning of the plate tank circuit is such that the tank circuit
presents an inductive reactance to the tube, and influences the frequency
primarily through the input admittance in parallel with the crystal at
the grid-cathode input. This effect on frequency, however, is usually
so small as to be negligible, and the main effect of plate tuning is to con-
trol the amplitude of oscillation at the ecrystal-resonant frequency.
Pentodes are often used in the circuit of Fig. 10-17, and require less grid
drive and thus entail smaller crystal currents and heating for a given
output than triodes, but may require the addition of a small capacitance
grid-to-plate to supply the feedback available through C,, in the triode.

Crystals permit the control of frequency to an accuracy of 1 to 10
cycles per megacycle over a range of frequencies roughly from a few
thousand cycles to 10 or 15 Mec per sec. Power output varying from 5
to 15 watts is available from practical, erystal-controlled oscillators.

K. 8. Van Dyke, The Piezoelectric Resonator and Its Equivalent Network,
Proc. IRE, 16, 742 (1928).
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Crystals are prepared by cutting the natural quartz crystalline form
in specified directions and at the proper angles with the main crystal
axis. The methods of preparation are too involved in technical detail to
present much importance with respect to the objectives of this book and
so are omitted. An interested reader is referred to the references® A
particularly interesting development 7 is the so-called GT-cut crystal
which has practically zero temperature coefficient of frequency change in
the temperature range 0° to 100° C.

d 3

Amplifier

Fig. 10-18. Bridge-stabilized oscillator circuit.

10-9. Other Methods of Frequency Stabilization

The oscillation amplitudes of oscillator circuits which have been
discussed in preceding sections have been limited by nonlinearity of tube
characteristics. This limitation on amplitude results in harmonie
distortion and consequent frequency variation. It would be desirable
for an oscillator to operate only over the linear range of tube character-
isties, and this is possible if means be provided to limit oscillation ampli-
tude by circuits external to the tube. Two such circuits which permit
class-A linear operation of the oscillator tube are of interest here. The
first is the bridge-stabilized circuit of Meacham,® shown in Fig. 10-18.
The output of the amplifier is connected across one diagonal of the
bridge, the input across the other. The bridge is in a state of near but
not complete balance. Impedance Z; = R4 + 7X4 is a crystal operated
at series resonance, so that Xy = 0 at the desired frequency. Resistance
Ry is a tungsten-filament lamp of low wattage and of cold resistance
such that initial oscillation buildup is permitted, but of gradually in-

8 R. A. Heising, Quartz Crystals for Electric Circutts—Their Design and Manufac-
ture, D, Van Nostrand Co. (1946).

7W. P. Mason, Low-Temperature Coefficient Quartz Crystals, BSTJ, 19, 74
(1940).

8T,. A. Meacham, The Bridge-Stabilized Oscillator, Proc. IRE, 26, 1278 (1938).
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creasing resistance as the oscillation amplitude builds up and the tem-
perature of the tungsten filament increases. At the desired amplitude,
the bridge is only slightly unbalanced, but is kept in as nearly exact
balance as possible. A slight unbalance is necessary in order to supply
sufficient feedback voltage E; to sustain steady oscillation. Accordingly,
at the desired operating amplitude and frequency the resistance of R is

S
Fe

Oscillator
r "

Fig. 10-19. Linear oscillator, with self-controlled bias.

+
|
= Bias
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= oy

m___l Rectifier

Amplifier

A |

made slightly smaller than the balance requirement RoR3/Es. At this
value of B; the attenuation through the bridge, which is

8 = E;/E, (10-51)
is just equal to the gain of the amplifier,
A =E,/E; (10-52)

so that the oscillation criterion 48 = 1 is met. Under these conditions,
the amplifier operates on a strictly class-A basis with no frequency
variations—over short intervals—of more than 2 parts in 108,

Another amplitude-limiting circuit permitting class-A operation is
shown in Fig. 10-19. The circuit will be recognized as a tuned plate
oscillator, with the grid feedback coil connected in series with a bias
voltage of magnitude depending on the magnitude of the oscillation
amplitude. The rectifier supplying bias is fed by an amplifier for
which the input is proportional to the oscillator output voltage. If the
oscillation amplitude increases, so does the negative grid bias. An
equilibrium is reached at an amplitude for which the values of ¢,, and 7,
as determined by the bias are such as to sustain oscillations, according
to the Barkhausen criterion (Eq. 10-24).
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10-10. Resistance-Capacitance Tuned Oscillators

An oscillator designed primarily for laboratory use and using an
R—-C-coupled, two-stage amplifier with positive feedback and no tank

1<
ki
Ry
Z,
.7-4 C}
) I}
| |
\Z Amplifier
Co Zy R V : Vo [] Load
27 l gain A |
] i
¥ y

F1c. 10-20. R—-C tuned amplifier.

circuit of L and C is shown schematically in Fig. 10-20. The feedback
network consists of impedances

Zy = Ry + 1/j0C4 (10-53)
Ro(1/jwC
and lo = M (10-54)
Ry + 1/juCy

The capacitance C has negligible reactance at the oscillation frequency
and is intended merely as a d-¢ blocking capacitor. The feedback
fraction 8 is given by

B =2Zy/(Zy+ Zz) = Vi/V, (10-55)
Application of the requirement for oscillation,
A =1=AZ>/(Z: + Z>) (10-56)

leads to two necessary conditions to meet the magnitude and phase
requirements for sustained oscillation. These are:

wz = 1/R1R20102 (10-57)

which specifies the frequency at which the feedback network provides the
proper phase—the frequency of oscillation—and

[/1 = 02/01 + Rl/Rz + 1 (10-58)



346 VACUUM-TUBE OSCILLATORS Ch. 10

which specifies the amplifier gain required for oscillation in terms of the
constants of the feedback network. A simplified case is that for which
Ry =R; = Rand C; = C3 = C. In this case,

w=1/RC (10-59)
and A=3 (10-60)

In practice, the R-C tuned oscillator takes the form shown in TFig.
10-21. It has been shown ¢ that, if ,C; = E,Cj, the curve of the voltage

3l
n

Fig. 10-21. Practical form of the B—C tuned oscillator.

ratio V,/V; has a maximum at the angular frequency given by Eq.
10-57 and is similar to a resonance curve. Negative feedback has also
been included in Rz and R4. Resistance Rz is a small incandescent
lamp providing a temperature-sensitive variable resistance. An in-
creased oscillation amplitude is accompanied by increasing current and
higher resistance in B3 and consequently of increased negative feedback,
reduced gain, and reduced input. Thus, the oscillation amplitude is
stabilized at values determined by the proper proportions of B4 and Rs.

An important property of this oscillator is its wide tuning range.
For the conditions applying to Eq. 10-59, the frequency is inversely
proportional to C and not to the square root of C as is true of the L-C
tuned oscillator. Therefore, tuning over a 10-to-1 frequency range is
easily possible, and a change in frequency band with another 10-to-1
range is possible by tapping resistances R, and By. Ganged condenser
and resistor control settings permit easy frequency and band selection.

9 F. E. Terman, R. R. Buss, W, R. Hewlett, and F. C. Cahill, Proc. IRE, 27, 649
(1939).
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10-11. The Multivibrator

The multivibrator is an B-C-coupled amplifier feeding its own input.
Although its circuit is similar to that of the R—C tuned oscillator of
Section 10-10, its behavior and applications are very different, It be-
longs more properly to a class of electron-device circuits described as
timing, triggering, pulse-forming, or wave-shaping circuits. It does
oscillate, however, in the sense that it shifts quickly from one point of
operation to another along a current-voltage characteristic which has a
negative-resistance region. It can be analyzed in terms of this negative-

F16. 10-22. An amplifier eircuit which becomes a multivibrator if a is connected to G1.

resistance characteristic or by considering the circuit as a regenerative-
feedback amplifier. The latter approach is considered briefly in the
following paragraphs.

The two-stage, R—C-coupled amplifier circuit of Fig. 10-22 will oscillate
if terminal a is connected to grid (7. No biasing sources are needed. A
single plate-voltage source may be used, and the circuit diagram is
usually arranged as shown in Fig. 10-23, known as a plate-coupled

F1a. 10-23. Typical multivibrator circuit obtained from Fig. 10-22 with ¢ connected
to G1 and with only one plate-voltage source.
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circuit. The coupling capacitors are connected from the grid of one
tube to the plate of the other, as shown.

A switch S has been included in the plate circuit of tube 2 (Fig. 10-23)
in order to provide a starting point for a discussion of the behavior of
the multivibrator. Tube 1 will conduct heavily if plate voltage is
applied, since the bias of tube 1 is zero. The capacitors C; and Cs both
charge, C; reaching the potential ¢;; of the plate of tube 1 and C; reaching
the potential Ejp of the source. The voltage ep; may be found from a
load line determined by the voltage Epp and the resistor B;. With C,
fully charged, the current in Ry is zero, and the bias voltage of the grid
of tube 2 is zero. Thus, if switch S is closed, tube 2 will immediately
conduct. The voltage ez will drop from its previous value of Epp
because of the voltage drop in Rs and will quickly approach an equi-
librium value determined by Rz and E3; and analogous to the value ey,
reached by tube 1. The conduction of tube 2 provides a discharge path
for C through tube 2 and provides a negative voltage e, at ¢f; which
reduces the plate current of tube 1. Since the voltage across Cy, initially
Ey;, cannot change suddenly, the bias voltage ¢, on tube 1 at the in-
stant after S closes is

ecr = —(Eyp — €p2) (10-61)

This is sufficient to bias tube 1 well below cutoff. Since 73; is reduced
to zero, ep; rises to the supply voltage Ep. The increased charging
current through C; and R, biases tube 2 positively; 752 is further in-
creased and R, is shunted by a grid resistance R,s resulting from grid
conduction current. The grid resistance R,s is small compared with
Rs, and thus C; charges quickly, reducing the bias on tube 2 to zero.

The zero-bias conduction of tube 2, however, is not the end result but
a condition persisting for a relatively long time period during which the
voltage across Cp, which was responsible for the bias of tube 1 to cutoff,
decreases as the charge on Cs leaks off. The leakage path is through R,
in series with (Rarpe)/(R3 + rp2), where 7,2 is the plate resistance of
tube 2. Let the leakage path resistance for Cs be R,; then,

R, = Ry + Rarya/(R3 + rp2) = Ry (10-62)
where Ry >> Ryrps/ (B3 + 7p2)
Then the voltage e, is given by
ey = — (Epp — epp)e” VRl (10-63)

which shows that the bias on tube 1 ultimately is reduced to a value such
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that tube 1 conduects again. But, as tube 1 conducts, the voltage e.o of
G, drops to a negative value

ez = — (Epp — €p1) (10-64)

which biases tube 2 to cutoff. In addition, eps rises to Epp, producing a
suddenly increased positive bias on (1 so that tube 1 conducts heavily.
Tube 2 remains cutoff until the charge on C is reduced sufficiently that
the grid voltage

oy = — (Hpp — eyr)e VO (10-65)

rises to the conduction value of tube 2. Here
By = Ry + Ryrpt/(By + 1p1) =2 Ry

Thus, the operation is repeated. For the symmetrical multivibrator,
the two halves of the circuit are identical, with B; = R3, Rs = R4, and
C; = C3. The tubes are also identical so far as possible. Such a circuit
is known as a free-running plate-coupled multivibrator.

10-12. Wave Forms of the Free-Running Multivibrator

The wave forms of the plate voltages and of the grid voltages of the
tubes of a multivibrator are of particular interest. An attempt has been
made in the following paragraphs to develop these wave forms in a step-
by-step procedure. A specific circuit (Fig. 10-24) has been chosen for
this purpose. It is assumed, initially, that tube 2 is not conducting
and that its grid voltage is below cutoff but rising toward cutoff. The

+ Ey,

RS 30K R;= 30K

Vy Tube 2
Iz
Cy z

Cy=Cy=004 uf

Fia. 10-24. Free-running, symmetrical multivibrator.
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tubes are identical and have plate characteristics as shown by Fig.
10-25, on which the load line corresponding to R; = 30,000 ohms has
been drawn. The intersection of the load line and the e, = 0 character-
istic shows that the plate voltage of either tube when conducting with
zero bias is ep; = eps =< 82 volts.

16
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F1a. 10-25. Plate characteristics for the triodes of Fig. 10-24.

}4

T
P~

Capacitor C, was responsible for the cutoff of tube 2 because, when
tube 1 began to conduct, C, was fully charged to V, = 300 volts, and
the conduction of tube 1 provided a discharge path for current ¢, to flow
through R, toward G5. The discharge circuit is shown by Fig. 10-26.
The voltage drops around the discharge path through the tube are
given by

isz - Vy + €p1 = 0 (10—66)

Just before tube 1 began to conduct, 2, was zero and ¥V, = 300 volts. At

conduction of tube 1, ey, falls to 82 volts, but ¥V, cannot change instantly.

Therefore, the initial value of ¢, is given by

_ Vy — en ~ Vy — en
R2 + rpRl/(rp + Rl) - R2

(10-67)

Ty
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+Ey,
R,
== 300
_}/} + — volts
15
Cy
Ry
Fig. 10-26. Discharge of € and charge of C,.
Thus, the initial negative bias on tube 2 was
2 = —iyfe = —(V,, — 1) (10-68)

For the circuit of Fig. 10-24, this bias is
e = — (300 — 82) = —218 volts

Then the equation for the instantaneous bias on tube 2 is, according to
Eq. 10-65,
Cop S — 218~ Y/ ELy

= —2]8¢ 1000 (10-69)

where time ¢ is measured from the beginning of conduction of tube 1.
The grid-voltage wave form for tube 2 is shown in Fig. 10-27 along with
the other wave forms of interest. Attention should be focused first
over the time interval 0 to ¢; during which tube 2 does not conduct.
During this interval the voltage eps is constant at 300 volts, e.; is constant
at zero, and ep; is constant at 82 volts.

During the interval 0 < ¢ < {; the capacitor C, (Fig. 10-26) had
charged to a potential of V, = E3, = 300 volts. The charging current
1 had the direction shown so that e;; had actually become positive for a
short interval at the beginning of conduction of tube 1. The grid
resistance shunting R when ¢, is positive may be of the order of 500 to
1000 ohms. At ¢ = 0, the voltage equation around the circuit through
C. (Fig. 10-26) is

Ey = [Rl + RzRg/(R2 -+ Rg)]zz +V.=2Ryi,+ V. (10'70)
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Fra. 10-27. Voltage wave forms for the multivibrator of Fig. 10-24.
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Also, at ¢ = 0, tube 1 had just begun to conduct so that the voltage of Gy
with respect to ground was the cutoff voltage (Fig. 10-25)

e = —Eq = —22 volts

Since the voltage at P, just before tube 2 ceased to conduct had been

epo = 82 volts

then the value of V, at{ = 0 was

Ve =82 4 22 = 104 volts
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The initial value of the current ., as given by Eq. 10-70, is then, approxi-
mately,

i, =2 (Epy — V)/Ry = (300 — 104)/30,000 amp = 6.53 ma

The positive bias resulting is then

R.R
Cor = 1 (—i) ~ i,R,
Rg + R2

For R, = 1000 ohms, e;; = 6.53 volts. This short-duration positive
bias is shown at the beginning of the interval 0 < ¢ < ¢; of Fig. 10-27.

At time #; (Fig. 10-27) e, reaches the cutoff voltage E,, = —22
volts. At this instant tube 2 begins to conduct, and the series of events
already described for tube 1 now applies to tube 2. The discharge of C,
biases tube 1 to e,; = —218 volts and reduces 7;; to zero; ey rises
toward Ep, = 300 volts, and thus capacitor C, charges so that e be-
comes suddenly positive. Plate voltage ez is reduced to a value below
82 volts during the interval of positive grid voltage e, but returns
quickly to the stable value of 82 volts as e.s reaches zero. Grid voltage
e.; rises exponentially until, at ¢, tube 1 conducts again, and the cycle
is repeated.

The frequency of oscillation may be obtained approximately from
Eq. 10-63, or, for the specific circuit discussed, from Eq. 10-69. The
period of oscillation is

T = tl + tg = 2t1
From Fig. 10-27 and Eq. 10-69,

000772 — 218/22 = 9.9

T = 1n 9.9/500
and f = 500/2.29 = 218 cps
PROBLEMS

10-1. Draw the lincar equivalent circuit of a Hartley oscillator. Write the equa-
tions for currents and voltages as in Section 104, and draw the vector diagram.
Is the frequency of oscillation greater or less than the resonant frequency of the
tuned circuit?

10-2. Repeat problem 10-1 for the Colpitts circuit.



354 VACUUM-TUBE OSCILLATORS Ch. 10

10-3. A tuned-plate oscillator uses a type-800 triode and is operated at 1.59 Me
with:

Ey = 750 volts

E, = —100 volts
B, = 225 volts

Iy = 70 ma

I, = 15ma

If €5 min = €c max, and the tank circuit loaded Q is 15, tuning capacitance = 200 uuf,
compute (a) the power output and efficiency, (b) the constants of the tank circuit.
Use the clags-C amplifier analysis of Chapter 9.

10-4. The tube of problem 10-3 is operated in a Hartley circuit. Again compute
the power output, circuit constants of tank circuit (C' = 200 upf, Q. = 15), and os-
cillator efficiency.

10-5. An oscillator operating under class-A conditions uses a triode with r, =
8500 ohms, u = 16 in a Colpitts circuit for which the inductance is 20 microhenrys
and the capacitors are each 500 uuf. Determine the conditions required for oscilla-
tion and the oscillation frequency if the coil § is 20.

10-6. Obtain a relation similar to Eq. 10-47 for the value of X4 necessary for grid
stabilization of an oscillator, with X5 = 0.

10-7. Apply the relation obtained in problem 10-6 to the Colpitts oscillator, and
obtain relations analogous to Eqs. 10-49 and 10-50.

10-8. Compute the grid-stabilizing element necessary for the oscillator of prob-
lem 10-5.

10-9. Design a resistance-capacitance tuned oscillator to operate in the audio-
frequency range at 796 cps, and compute the expected output voltage. Work out a
tuning arrangement to tune over the audio range.

10-10. Sketch wave forms for the voltages V; and V, and for the currents 7, and
iy of the multivibrator (Fig. 10-24).

10-11. Compute capacitances for a symmetrical, free-running multivibrator using
type-6J5 tubes and designed to operate at 5000 cps if, in Fig. 10-24, R; = 20K,
Ry = 400K, and Ep = 300 volts.



CHAPTER 11
MODULATION AND DEMODULATION

AN ELECTRON-TUBE-CIRCUIT FUNCTION, SUCH A8 THAT OF THE AMPLI-
fier, rectifier, control device, or oscillator, has been introduced in previous
chapters in connection with discussion or analysis of the tube as a cir-
cuit element. It becomes increasingly important with increasing knowl-
edge of components for the student of electron tubes to understand the
requirements imposed upon the tube as a circuit component by the
system in which the tube is a vital part. Component development
proceeds in a direction determined by system requirements. Communi-
cation system requirements involve tubes as modulators or demodulators
(detectors). It will not be assumed that the terms modulation and
demodulation are as familiar as, for example, are the terms amplification
or rectification. It therefore becomes necessary, (1) to examine briefly
the needs of a communication system which necessitate the processes
known as modulation and detection, (2) to define the terms necessary in
describing the processes of modulation and detection, and (3) to discuss
briefly the circuit theory of the electron tubes involved in these
processes. »

Communication systems differ tremendously in complexity but they
all exist for the same fundamental system function—the transmission of
intelligence or information from one space location to another. Primitive
man used modulation in the process of communicating by smoke signals.
The amount of information that can be conveyed by a single, continuous
column of smoke is very small compared to the possibilities available in
the use of discrete puffs of smoke released at intervals according to a pre-
arranged code.

Electric communication systems operate by virtue of the transmission
of energy in wave form through space, either guided by conductors as
in telephone or telegraph communication, or as radiated from antennas
in radio and television broadcasting. The first question to be answered
is: What is a wave? The Institute of Radio Engineers, Standards on
Radio Propagation, 1948, provide the following definition: A wave is
“a, physical activity in a medium such that at any point in the medium

355
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some of the associated quantities vary with time, while at any instant of
time, they vary with position.” In the case of a radio wave propagated
through space, the associated quantities which vary with both time and
distance are the electric and magnetic field intensities. The electric field
intensity is measured in volts per meter at any given point. At such a
point, a voltage is induced in a receiving antenna, and, if the voltage is
sinusoidal and of peak value V,,, it may be represented by the equation

v = V,, cos ot (11-1)

which is not the equation of a wave but rather of the voltage at the
antenna terminals which are fixed in space with respect to the earth.
The equation of an unattenuated voltage wave traveling on a trans-
mission line may take the form

v =V, cos (vt — Bz) (11-2)

At any fixed value of z, the voltage varies sinusoidally with time, while,
at any instant, it also varies sinusoidally with distance from the origin z.
Equation 11-1 is frequently referred to as the equation of a wave in
discussions of modulation. It is a cosine wave and has sinusoidal wave
form but is not a wave in the sense of the IRE definition. However, in
defining modulation, it is desirable to consider only the wave forms of
voltage and current at circuit terminals adjacent to the transmitting
medium in order to avoid the additional complications of waves travel-
ing in guided paths along wires or in space. :

11-1. The Reasons for, and Nature of, Modulation

Just as a single smoke column may convey a minimum of information
of the yes or no variety, so a single-frequency tone or note conveys very
little information. Either it is there or it is not there; it may convey an
answer, yes or no, but little else. It is possible to determine its frequency,
or measure its amplitude, or to compare its phase with respect to a ref-
erence. However, amplitude, phase, and even frequency may be altered
by the transmitting medium, so that the reliable information content of a
single-frequency voltage or current is very small. If the single-frequency
tone is intermittent so as to represent a code of dots and dashes separated
by intervals of silence, the amount of information that can be transmitted
is enormously increased. This process may be regarded as an elementary
form of modulation and results in increasing the possible information
content of a signal, one of the important reasons for modulation.

The simple example of modulation by interrupting a single-frequency
tone has other implications which are of interest. According to the
Fourier theorem, any transient voltage or current can be expressed as



Ch. 11 THE REASONS FOR, AND NATURE OF, MODULATION 357

a continuous band or spectrum of frequencies. In order for a single
frequency to exist, it must always have been in existence, at constant
amplitude. The use of a telegraph key in modulating a 1000-cps tone
results in the introduction of a bandwidth requirement upon the trans-
mitting equipment. A relation between information content and band-
width of a signal was suggested in 1928 by Hartley in the following form:
The amount of information that can be transmitted by a communication
system is proportional to the product of the bandwidth of the system
and the time available for transmission. Although qualitative, this
principle is a useful concept and has proved to be the first step in a
quantitative theory of information or of communication presently in a
rapid process of development.!

The process of modulation consists in the alteration, according to
a signal or intelligence to be transmitted, of the amplitude, frequency,
or phase of a voltage wave which can be transmitted by the transmitting
medium. Even if the original voltage wave is sinusoidal, alteration of
amplitude, frequency, or phase imposes a bandwidth requirement of a
severity depending upon the type of modulation used and the particular
system involved. In other words, the bandwidth necessary depends
upon the quality requirements on reproduction of the signal. The
original, unmodulated voltage, is called the carrter. The carrier fre-
quency must be selected so that efficient transmission is possible.

The Standards on Antennas, Modulation Systems, and Transmitters
published in 1948 by The Institute of Radio Engineers provide defini-
tions of terms, some of which are included in the following list. In
each case, the wave referred to is a time-varying quantity, usually a
voltage, at a fixed location, as already explained. Order and numbering
have been selected for convenience.

1. Carrier. A wave suitable for modulation by a modulating wave.
Note. Examples of carriers are a sine wave and a recurring series of
pulses.

2. Modulating wave. A wave that causes a variation of some charac-
teristic of the carrier.

3. Modulated wave. A wave, some characteristic of which varies in
accordance with the value of a modulating wave.

4. Modulation (of a carrier):

(1) The process by which some characteristic of a carrier is varied
in accordance with a modulating wave.

(2) The variation of some characteristic of a carrier.

5. Modulator. A device to effect the process of modulation.

1 C, E. Shannon, A Mathematical Theory of Communication, BSTJ, 379 (July),
623 (Oct. 1948).



358 MODULATION AND DEMODULATION Ch. 11

6. Amplitude modulation or AM. Modulation in which the amplitude
of a wave is the characteristic subject to variation.

7. Angle modulation. Modulation in which the angle of a sine-wave
carrier is the characteristic subject to variation. Note. Phase and
frequency modulation are particular forms of angle modulation.

8. Angle or phase of a sine wave. The measure of the progression of
the wave in time or space from a chosen instant or position. Note. In
the expression for a sine wave the angle or phase is the value of the en-
tire linear function. Note. In the representation of a sine wave by a
rotating vector, the angle or phase is the angle through which the vector
has progressed.

9. Frequency modulation or FM. Angle modulation in which the
instantaneous frequency of a sine-wave carrier is caused to depart from
the carrier frequency by an amount proportional to the instantaneous
value of the modulating wave.

10. Instantaneous frequency. The time rate of change of the angle of
a wave which is a function of time. Note. If the angle is measured in
radians, the frequency in cycles (per second) is the time rate of change
of the angle divided by 2x.

11. Frequency swing. In frequency modulation, the peak difference
between the maximum and the minimum values of the instantaneous
frequency.

12. Phase modulation or PM. Angle modulation in which the angle
of a sine-wave carrier is caused to depart from the earrier angle by an
amount proportional to the instantaneous value of the modulating
wave.

13. Phase deviation. The peak difference between the instantaneous
angle of the modulated wave and the angle of the carrier.

14. Sidebands. All the frequencies produced by modulation. Note.
In a modulation system with a sine-wave carrier the upper sideband
includes those frequencies that are higher than the carrier frequency;
the lower sideband includes those frequencies that are lower than the
carrier frequency.

15. Transducer. A device by means of which energy can flow from
one or more transmission systems to one or more other transmission
systems. Note. The energy transmitted by these systems may be of
any form—for example, it may be electric, mechanical, or acoustical—
and it may be of the same form or different forms in the various input
and output systems.

16. Limiter. A transducer whose output is constant for all inputs
above a critical value. Note. A limiter may be used to remove ampli-
tude modulation and transmit angle modulation.
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17. Discriminator. A device in which amplitude variations are derived
in response to frequency variations.

18. Deviation ratio. In a frequency-modulation system, the ratio of
the maximum frequency deviation to the maximum modulating fre-
quency of the system.

19. Detection. The process by which a wave corresponding to the
modulating wave is obtained in response to a modulated wave.

20. Detector. A device to effect the process of detection.

It is now possible with the aid of the foregoing list of definitions to
discuss modulation and its usefulness more completely. Modulation is
employed to shift or translate signal frequencies from a frequency range
that is very difficult to transmit to another that may be easily trans-
mitted. For example, radiobroadcast transmission of audio frequencies
centered around a carrier of 10,000 cycles would require a transmitting
antenna of dimensions of the order of 30,000 meters, the wavelength
of a 10,000-c¢ycle radio wave. A vertical radiator of one-eighth wave-
length would be 3750 meters or about 12,300 feet high! As a further
complication to this absurd requirement, only one audio-frequency
program could be broadcast at one time because of interference. Modu-
lation, then, not only permits the selection of a carrier frequency suit-
able for efficient and economical transmission, but, in addition, by
frequency translation, a large number of carriers may be transmitted
simultaneously, by wire or radio-communication systems; tuned circuits
may be used to select a particular carrier, and the signal frequencies then
may be recovered from the carrier by the process of detection.

Comments with respect to definitions 3 and 8 may be helpful. In 3,
“value of a modulating wave” usually refers to its amplitude. With
respect to the first note under definition 8, the angle or phase of a sine
wave of voltage in the relation

v = Vi cos (of + 6)
is the quantity
o(t) = (wt + 6)

which is the entire linear function of time.

11-2. Mathematical Formulation of a Modulated Wave

The discussion of this section will be limited to amplitude and angle
modulation. Many other systems exist, notably those using pulses, such
as pulse-duration, pulse-position, and pulse-time modulation, all of which
are defined by the IRE Standards already referred to.

In amplitude and angle modulation, the carrier is usually a sine wave
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which may be described as a voltage by the equation
v, = A cos ¢(2) (11-3)

in which 4 is the instantaneous amplitude of the carrier voltage and
¢(1) is its instantaneous angle or phase. In amplitude modulation 4 is
made dependent, upon the signal voltage or modulating wave (definition
2) and becomes a function of time. In angle modulation ¢(z), already
a function of time, is made to vary in accordance with the modulating
wave. The frequency of the carrier is (definition 10) given by

2nfe = (d/d)o(?) (11-4)

In general, the modulating wave is not a sinusoid but may be repre-
sented in terms of sinusoidal-component frequencies by means of a
Fourier series. The equation of any one frequency component of the
modulating wave may then have the form of

U = Ay COS wpt (11-5)

Then, amplitude modulation is obtained if A depends upon the modulat-
ing wave as given by

A=A, + kam = (Ao + kol 608 wopl) (11-6)

where A, is the amplitude of the unmodulated carrier and k, is a con-
stant of proportionality. The corresponding AM wave, according to
Fqs. 11-3 and 11-6, then may be expressed as

koAm

S
It

A, (1 + cos wmt) COS wt (11-7)

where o(t) = wel

and w, = 2nf, = d¢(f)/dt is the fixed angular frequency of the carrier.

Angle modulation, as shown by the definitions, may be either phase
or frequency modulation, and it is important to distinguish carefully
between the two.

Phase modulation requires that ¢(¢) depend upon the instantaneous
values of the modulating wave. According to definition 12, the carrier
angle is caused to depart or deviate from its unmodulated value by an
amount proportional to the instantaneous value of the modulating wave.
This definition, stated symbolically, then requires that

o) = wet + kpA,, COS wpt (11-8)
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where k, is a design constant of proportionality. The expression for the
phase-modulated voltage wave then becomes

v = A, cos (wl + kyA, coS w,l) (11-9)

It should be observed that the instantaneous angular frequency of the
phase-modulated wave, which is

w(t) = do(8)/dt = w, — EpAyeon Sin wut (11-10)

has a maximum deviation from the carrier frequency proportional to
the modulating frequency. However, the maximum deviation of angle
or phase (Eq. 11-8) is independent of the modulating frequency and
proportional to the amplitude of the modulating wave.

The definition of frequency modulation (definition 9) requires that

(d/d)b(t) = w(t) = we + Ky €OS wmt (11-11)

where again k; is a design constant. The instantaneous angle ¢(¢) then
may be found from Eq. 11-11 as

¢
o(t) =f (we + kpAm cOS wnt) dt = wet + (krdm/wm) sin w,t (11-12)
0

where ¢(0) is assumed to be zero. Here it should be observed that, in
frequency modulation (1) the maximum frequency deviation is inde-
pendent of the modulating frequency and (2) the maximum angular
deviation is inversely proportional to the modulating frequency. The
fundamental differences between phase and frequency modulation are

found in the quantities
Ady = kpd,, (11-13)

which is the amplitude of the phase deviation in phase modulation, and
Awy = kA, (11-14)

which is the amplitude of the angular-frequency deviation in frequency
modulation. These quantities are each independent of the modulating
frequencies and proportional to the amplitude of the modulating wave.
Also, the amplitude of the angular-frequency deviation in phase modula-
tion is

Awy = kpAmwn, (11-15)
which is proportional to modulating frequency, whereas the amplitude
of the phase deviation in frequency modulation,

Ady = kipAm/om (11-16)
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is inversely proportional to modulating frequency. The equation of the
FM voltage wave is, using Eqgs. 11-3 and 11-12,

v = A, cos (wet + krdp/wm SN wpt) (11-17)

A discussion of amplitude and frequency modulation is given in following
sections. Phase modulation is important primarily with respect to
systems of frequency modulation and will not be considered further
except in relation to frequency modulation.

11-3. Amplitude Modulation

The equations of carrier and of sinusoidally modulated AM voltages
were given in Section 11-2. In Eq. 11-7, it is convenient to define

koAm/A: = mq (11-18)
as the modulation factor or degree of modulation. Sketches of carrier

and of modulated wave are given in Fig, 11-1. The quantity 100m, is
called the per cent modulation. It is customary to restrict modulation
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F1a. 11-1. A carrier, before and after amplitude modulation.

to 100 per cent, which results in doubling the carrier amplitude at the
peak of the modulating wave and in reducing it to zero at the minimum
of the modulating wave. For m, > 1, periods of zero amplitude of the
modulated wave would result.
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The expression for the sinusoidally modulated wave (Eq. 11-7) may
be transformed trigonometrically with the aid of the cosine product-to-
sum transformation. The result is

v = A (1 + Mg COS wyut) COS wt
= A, cos wl + myuAc/2 o8 (we + wn)t
+ mad /2 cos (we — wm)t (11-19)

which shows that three frequencies are present in the modulated wave.
These three frequencies are: (1) the carrier, f;, (2) the upper side fre-

A
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fModulating Upper side _T
requency Lower side frequency 3
- frequency\ ¥
3 |y |
)
frn (fc—fm)J fe L(f‘,"'fm) d

F1a. 11-2. Frequency spectrum, carrier-modulated by a single frequency.

quency, fs + fm, (3) the lower side frequency, f. — fn. The distribution
of these frequencies and the modulating frequency f,, with their relative
amplitudes may be shown as a frequency spectrum as in Fig. 11-2, The
modulating frequency is shown although it does not appear in Eq. 11-19,
the equation of the modulated wave.

In general, the modulating wave is not a sinusoid. For cxample, if
speech or music is to be transmitted, frequencies covering most of the
audible range are involved. Although the audible spectrum is generally
considered to cover the range from 20 to 20,000 cps, a bandwidth of 3000
cycles is adequate for speech transmission, and 10,000 cycles for program
broadecast by radio. In either case, the equation of the modulating wave
may be written as a Fourier series, and, if it is so expressed, the product
of each term of the series with the quantity cos w.t may be replaced by
two sinusoidal terms involving, respectively, the sum and the difference
of carrier and modulating component frequency. The result is 2 trans-
lation of all the modulating frequencies f to bands (f, + f) and (f, — f)
symmetrically disposed on either side of the carrier and referred to as
the upper and lower sidebands. The component frequencies of the com-
plex modulating wave have varying amplitudes 4, and the translated
sideband spectrum will have amplitudes k,A4/2 = m,A./2. The band-
width available for transmission must be sufficiently wide to permit, at
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the receiver, the desired accuracy of reproduction of the modulating
wave.

Another interesting interpretation of Eq. 11-19 is possible by the use
of the familiar method of vector representation of sine waves. In Fig.
11-3, the carrier voltage is represented by a vector of length 4, rotating
counterclockwise with angular velocity w,. Added to the carrier voltage
are the two side frequencies, rotating with angular velocities (w, + w»)
and (w, — wm). To an observer riding with the carrier and rcferring
all motion to the carrier vector, w, is zero. Thus, to such an observer
the carrier vector is stationary, the upper side frequency vector appears

~twn

F1a. 11-3.  Vector representation of an amplitude-modulated wave.

to have an angular velocity of +w,,, counterclockwise, while the lower
side frequency vector appears to be rotating clockwise with angular
velocity —wn. Since the initial phase of the two side frequency com-
ponents is the same for each, the resultant vector is always in line with
A, and either adds to or subtracts from its magnitude, because the
components perpendicular to 4, cancel. The wave form of the modu-
lated wave may now be obtained in the usual way by plotting the pro-
jection on the vertical axis of the resultant vector. The cancelation of
the normal components shows that the resultant vector rotates with
constant angular velocity w., which shows that no frequency or phase
modulation is present in the modulated wave. With either but not both
of the normal components present, as is the case where one sideband is
suppressed, the resultant vector varies in angular velocity with respect
to the carrier, introducing angle modulation.

The distribution of power in an AM wave may be easily found since
the power in a component frequency is proportional to the square of the
amplitude of that component. Thus, for the carrier modulated by a
sinusoidal frequency, the total power is

P = K[A32/2 + 3(m°A5/4) + 3(maAP/4)] (11-20)



Ch. 11 METHODS OF PRODUCING AMPLITUDE MODULATION 365

of which the carrier power is
P, =FkA2/2 (11-21)
and the power associated with the sidebands is
Py, = kmy2A4,2/4 (11-22)

where k is a factor of proportionality. The ratio of power in sidebands
to power in carrier is then

Pg/Py = mi*/2 (11-23)

The factor 14 in Eq. 11-20 is necessary because A, is the peak value of
the amplitude. Thus, for sinusoidal 100 per cent modulation, the power
in the sidebands is one-half that in the carrier. Since the sidebands con-
tain all the intelligence, the power associated with the carrier is waste.
The complete signal may be recovered if both the carrier and one side-
band are suppressed and not transmitted, and this is done in very long-
range radiotelephony and in carrier-current telephony, although by
virtue of the additional equipment needed the method is not economical
for other applications.

11-4. Methods of Producing Amplitude Modulation

Use of the nonlinear tube characteristics. One of the earliest methods
of producing amplitude modulation was based upon the use of the non-
linear portion of a tube characteristic. If such a characteristic may be
represented as a second degree curve (as in Chapter 2 in connection with
distortion), then carrier plus modulating frequencies expressed as a sum
and substituted in the second-degree term would result in products of
the carrier with each modulating-frequency term. Such products, as
already shown, may be replaced by single-frequency terms involving
the sum and difference of carrier and modulating-frequency components.
Unfortunately, there are also distortion terms present derived from the
squares of separate components and from the products of modulating
frequencies with each other. These must be eliminated by the tuned
circuit. This process, known as square-law modulation, although not
used in commercial broadcasting, does have its place in communication
generally and has been thoroughly discussed in many textbooks.?

Use of a linear characteristic. Plate modulation. The external charac-
teristics of a properly biased and driven class-C amplifier have led to its
use as a modulator of approximately linear characteristics. This prop-
erty was mentioned in Chapter 9 in the discussion of class-C amplifiers
and is illustrated by Figs. 9-3, 9-4, and 9-5. These show: (1) that, if the

2 See, for example, Applied Electronics, MIT Staff, John Wiley & Sons.
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a-c grid excitation is sufficiently large to produce tank-current saturation
the tank current and hence also the amplifier output voltage are linearly
dependent upon the d-c component of plate voltage; (2) the load re-
sistance presented at the plate terminals of the class-C amplifier tube
to a modulator is constant, as shown by Fig. 9-5 for the characteristic
labeled A/2 E; = 200 volts. Thus, an a-c source of modulating voltage
connected in series with the plate supply of the class-C amplifier, and of
frequency small compared with the frequency of the carrier, will de-
termine the amplitude of the carrier output during the a-c cycle of the

_|_ Modulated
T output

E
+| “ Ey, Eom
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Fia. 11-4. Simplified circuit diagram of a plate-modulated class-C amplifier.

modulator. Amplitude modulation which can be made, with proper
adjustment, a reasonably close approximation of that described by
Eq. 11-19 is achieved by this method which is known as plate modulation
of a class-C amplifier. The modulating source is, in general, a push—pull
audio-frequency amplifier, operating class B. A simplified circuit is
shown in Fig. 11-4. Voltage E, is the carrier voltage and is derived
originally from an oscillator. The audio or modulating frequencies are
represented by the output of the audio oscillator of peak voltage E,,, in
the plate circuit. Neutralizing and radio-frequency by-passing capac-
itors and radio-frequency chokes have been omitted, but are necessary
in a practical circuit. Bias is obtained by a combination of grid leak
and fixed bias.

Plate modulation is used at high-power levels, utilizing the high effi-
ciency of the class-C amplifier. A simple analysis of the power relations
involved is essential in order to avoid exceeding the plate dissipation
ratings of the tubes involved in both the modulator and the class-C
amplifier. The d-¢ and audio-frequency components of plate voltage
(Fig. 11-4) may be expressed as

Ey(t) = (Evp + Eamcos wmt) = Epp(1 + Eom/Epp cos wnt) (11-24)
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It is assumed that the tank circuit presents a negligible impedance to the
modulator at the modulating frequencies. The tube, as shown by
Fig. 9-5, presents a resistance R, = K3/l which is constant. Other
components of the total plate current include the fundamental radio-
frequency component of the carrier and its harmonics, and frequencies
introduced by tube nonlinearities, but these are not matched in fre-
quency by corresponding frequencies in the modulator input and thus
do not contribute to modulator power. The d-¢ and slowly varying
components of plate current which contribute to modulator power may
then be expressed as

Ev(t)  Epp + Eam c0S wmt ( Eom
Iy(t) = = =Iy{1+4+ —cos wmt> (11-25)
b R, R, Ey
where
Iy = Ew/Ry (11-26)

Then the average power supplied in the plate circuit is

1 2T
Py~ fo Eo()I(t) d(umd)

1 2T . Eam 2
= — f Eyly (1 <+ ——cos wmt> d(wmt)
27!' 0 Ebb

= Eulo(l + 3Eun’/Ew?) (11-27)

The interpretation of Eq. 11-27 is simplified by reference to Fig. 11-5,
where a class-C linear characteristic is shown. This idealized charac-
teristic is similar to the one already mentioned (Fig. 9-4) except that
the radio-frequency peak output voltage at carrier frequency, 70X, =
E,m, is shown instead of I7. The instantaneous values of carrier ampli-
tudes are obtained from the characteristic as indicated. The quantity
E., = A, is the unmodulated carrier amplitude. It is evident that,
for 100 per cent modulation, E,., = Ey;. Since the modulation factor
is Eom/Evp, then Eq. 11-27 becomes

Py = EppIy(1 + ma2/2) (11-28)
Since Eyplp is the power delivered by the plate supply, then
P, = (m?/2)EyI, (11-29)

is the power supplied by the modulator. The power delivered by the
audio-frequency modulator is then, for 100 per cent modulation, half
the power delivered by the d-c plate supply.
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If the plate-circuit conversion efficiency of the class-C amplifier is 7,,,
the a-c¢ power output supplied to the unmodulated carrier wave is

P, = ﬂchbeb (11-30)

(Actually, this power is supplied to the input terminals of an output
transformer. The efficiency of this transformer isinvolved in determining

Epm Epm

Wt
Fig. 11-5. Class-C linear-characteristic, plate-sinusoidal modulating wave, and
modulated-output wave, linear-amplitude modulation.

the actual power output.) The power output of the class-C amplifier
when plate-modulated by the sinusoidal voltage E., cos w,t is then
obtained from the average plate input power (Eq. 11-28) and is

Pom = ﬂpch = ﬂchbeb(]- + maz/z) (11-31)

Here it is assumed that the class-C amplifier plate efficiency remains
constant over the audio eycle. Thus, it may be observed that

Poom = Poc + 77pch (11-32)
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where, in terms of the earlier notation,
NpePm = Pgp (11-33)

the power supplied to the sidebands which is derived from the modulator.

The plate dissipations of amplifier and modulator tubes may now be
determined. For the class-C amplifier tube, the plate dissipation with
no modulation is

Py = Eyply — Poo = EppIp{l — npc) (11-34)

With modulation, the class-C-amplifier tube-plate power dissipation is
the power supplied in the plate circuit minus the output power, or

Ppcm =Py — Pom (11-35@)
which, with the aid of Eqgs. 11-28 and 11-31, may be written as
Ppem = Evply(1 + m2/2)(1 — npe) (11-35b)

A comparison of Eq. 11-35b6 with £q. 11-34 will show that modulation
increases the plate dissipation of the class-C amplifier tube by a factor of
1 + m,?/2 or, at 100 per cent modulation, by 3/2. In other words, a
50 per cent increasge in plate dissipation must be expected to accompany
100 per cent modulation. It is therefore necessary to operate this tube
at two thirds of rated plate dissipation when unmodulated.

The plate dissipation P,y of the modulator tubes may be expressed
in terms of the power output of the modulator. Since the power output
of the modulator is P, its power input is (1/npm) Pm, where ., is the
plate-conversion efliciency of the modulator. Then the plate dissipa-
tion of the modulator tubes is

1 M2 1
Pppp=—Pp — Py = Ewly|l ——1 (11-36)
Npm 2 Npm

Specific values of efficiency are necessary in order to compare the
necessary plate dissipation rating of the class-C amplifier tube with the
modulator tubes. Efficiencies of 9,, = 0.8, n,» = 0.5 are obtainable.

For these values,
Py = (maz/z)Ebeb

and Ppew = (1 + ma2/2)(0.2)EpiI,

If me = 1,
P/ Ppem = 0.5/0.3 = 1.67

For the set of values chosen, the total plate dissipation required for the
modulator tubes is considerably greater than for the amplifier. Results
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given neglect modulating transformer efficiency. The ratio Pyu/Ppen is
much greater if a class-A modulator is used.

Plate modulation is more commonly used for transmitters than any
other method. It has the advantage of linearity and low distortion. Its
disadvantage is the fact that operation is required at high-power levels.
Low-level modulation is used, but requires class-B radio-frequency power
amplification to raise the power level to the desired value. Class-B
radio-frequency amplifiers are inherently lower in efficiency than class C.

Class-C

amplifier Modulated
carrier

output

R-f
carrier

I
:

A-f modulating
voltage input

Fre. 11-6. Grid-bias-modulated class-C amplifier.

Grid-bias modulation of a class-C amplifier. Another method of
amplitude modulation involves a variation of grid-bias voltage by the
modulating source. Again, a class-C amplifier is used, but adjustments
are made such that at the crest of the modulation cycle, when the grid
is least negative, the grid excitation is not large-enough to produce tank-
current saturation. Thus, the grid-bias modulated class-C amplifier
operates at much lower efficiency than with plate modulation. How-
ever, power requirements from the modulator are much smaller. Figure
11-6 is a simplified circuit diagram of a grid-bias-modulated class-C
amplifier (neutralizing or by-pass circuit elements not shown). The
radio-frequency carrier input is of constant amplitude. The audio- or
modulating-frequency voltage, frequently obtained from a class-A push—
pull amplifier, in series with the bias battery causes the bias to vary at a
rate that is very slow compared with the rate of variation of the radio-
frequency carrier voltage. The external characteristic of interest is a
plot of the class-C-amplifier output voltage as a function of the instan-
taneous values of modulating plus bias voltage. Desirably this charac-
teristic should be linear, but in general it varies somewhat from linearity
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at high output voltages. Typical characteristics are supplied by the
tube manufacturer.

Other methods of modulating the class-C amplifier. Other methods of
approximately linear amplitude modulation are used and depend fun-
damentally upon the same principles that apply to the plate and grid-
bias modulation methods. Control grid-bias modulation is used with
tetrodes and pentodes; screen-grid modulation, similar to plate modula-
tion, requires less modulating power, but tetrodes and pentodes do not
provide the degree of linearity of characteristic available from triodes.
Cathode modulation, in which the modulating voltage is applied between
cathode and ground of the class-C amplifier, involves the modulating
voltage in both grid and plate circuits, and combines some of the features
of both grid and plate class-C modulation. Reference should be made
to the literature and to texts on radio or communication engineering for
details on linear amplitude modulation.

11-5. Frequency Modulation
It was shown in Section 11-2 that a voltage wave frequency modulated
by a sinusoidal modulating wave may be represented by the equation
v = A, cos (wet + krd,/wm sin wyt) (11-17)
The instantaneous frequency of the modulated wave as given by Eq.
11-11is
f=0(t)/ 27 = f. + kA /27 cOS wnt (11-37)
Thus the instantaneous frequency (definition 10) has a maximum
value of

Smax = fo -+ kyAm/2n  cps (11-38)
and a minimum value of
Smin = fe — ksdn/27 cps (11-39)
The frequency swing (definition 11) is
Smox = froin = kpdm/7 (11-40)
The maximum frequency deviation from the carrier frequency is
Bwp/2m = frax — fo = fo — fumin = krdn/2w (11-41)
or one-half the frequency swing. The deviation ratio (definition 18) is
8 = kdm/2nfm = krAn/wm = Avp/om (11-42)

provided w,, is the maximum modulating frequency of the system. In
the following, the deviation ratio will be used with f, defined as any
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modulating frequency. Thus, 8 is a variable which depends upon f,
and upon A4,,.

An analysis of the FM wave (Eq. 11-17) for its frequency spectrum
" can be carried out by expanding the equation as follows:

v = A.[cos w.t cos (8 Sin wyul) — sin wet sin (8 sin w,,t)]  (11-43)

The quantities cos (8 sin w,?) and sin (§ sin w,f) have been expanded
in a Fourier series. The coefficients of the sine and cosine terms of the
series are themselves functions of & which are very frequently en-
countered in engineering analysis—the Bessel functions of the first kind.
Further information regarding the Fourier expansion and Bessel func-
tions as used here is readily available in texts on advanced caleulus and
electric-circuit analyses.® 4% The Bessel functions may be thought of as
quite analogous to the trigonometric functions sine and cosine if the
latter were defined only by their power series representation. The Besscl
functions as represented graphically have some resemblance to damped
sinusoids. KExtensive tables of values of these functions are available.

The expansion of Eq. 1143 into frequency components may be com-
pleted by the use of the relations

cos (8 8in w,t) = Jo(8) + 2[J3(5) cos 2wnt + J4(8) cos 4wt
+ o+ J2n2(8) cos 2n — 2)wnt +-- -
(11-44)
and  sin (8 sin w,t) = 2[J1(8) sin w,t + J3(8) sin 3wt + - -+
+ Jon_1(8) sin (2n — Dyt + - - (11-45)

where J3,,(8) is a Bessel function of the first kind and of even order 2n;
the Bessel functions do not involve . Reference to Eq. 11-43 will show
that each term of the series in Fq. 11-44 will be multiplied by cos w,
and each term in Eq. 11-45 will form products with sin w.t. As already
shown in the section on amplitude modulation, each such product may
be replaced by two terms involving, respectively, the sum and difference
of carrier and modulating frequency or its multiple. The result as ob-
tained from Egs. 11-43, 11-44, and 11-45 with use of the trigonometric
identities

cos x cosy = gleos (z + y) + cos (z — y)]

[cos (z — y) — cos (z + )]

3 F. 8. Woods, Advanced Caleulus, 1926, Revised Ed., Ginn and Co., Boston.
¢ E. A. Guillemin, The Mathematics of Circuit Analysis, John Wiley & Sons (1949).
5 L. B. Archimbau, Vacuum-Tube Circuits, John Wiley & Sons (1948).

1
2
and sinzsiny = %
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is the following:
v = AJJo(8) cos wit + J1(8) cos (w, + wn)t
—J1(8) cos (w, — wn)t + J2(8) cos (w, + 2w,,)¢
+ J2(8) cos (we — 2wy)t + J3(8) cos (w, + Bwn)t
— J3(8) cos (wy — Buwn)f] +-+-+--- (11-46)

The form of Eq. 11-46 is such that the frequency spectrum of the FM
wave can easily be determined. It consists of the carrier, and of an
infinite number of sidebands (where w,, represents any frequency in the
modulating wave) symmetrically distributed about the carrier. The
amplitudes of these sideband frequencies and of the carrier depend upon
the value of 8, which is determined by the frequency bandwidth allotted
by statute, usually in terms of the maximum permissible frequency
deviation from the carrier. An idea of the order of magnitude of the
Bessel functions of § is given by Table 11-1.

TaBLE 11-1. SELECTED VALUES OF THE BmEssEL FuncTions

8 Jo(8) J1(0) Jo(8) J5(0) J4(8)
0 1.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
0.5 0.938 0.242 0.0306
1.0 0.765 0.440 0.115 0.0196 0.0025
1.5 0.512 0.558
2.0 0.224 0.577 0.353 0.129 0.034
2.5 —0.048 0.497
3.0 ~0.260 0.339 0.486 0.310 0.132
3.5 —0.380 0.137
4.0 —0.397 —0.066 0.364 0.430 0.281
4.5 —0.321 —0.231
5.0 —0.178 —0.328 0.0466 0.365 0.391
5.5 —-0.007 —0.341
6.0 0.151 ~0.277 —0.243 0.115 0.358
7.0 0.300 —0.005 —0.301 —0.168 0.158
8.0 0.172 0.235 -0.113 —0.291 —0.105
9.0 —0.090 0.245 0.145 —0.181 —0.265

10.0 —0.246 0.045 0.255 —0.058 —0.220

It is evident from Hq. 11-46 that a large number of frequencies are
included in the FM wave spectrum even though only one modulating
frequency is present in the modulating wave. In order to examine an
actual frequency spectrum of an FM wave, and to compare the relative
amplitudes of the components, it is necessary to assign a numerical
value to 8. The maximum frequency deviation from carrier permitted
by Federal Communication Commission regulations is 75 ke above
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or below the carrier. In Eq. 11-41, then, Aws/2w = 75,000. The
value of 8 = Aws/wy, (Eq. 11-42) then depends upon the particular
frequency chosen in the modulating wave. If f, = 5000 cps, & =
75,000/5000 = 15. It then becomes necessary to compute J,(15) as
required by Eq. 11-46 for as many values of n as may be necessary be-

03 < T
2 /! N
2N N
N1/ ~

Jn(15)
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F1a. 11-7. Graph of the values of J,(15) for 0 < n < 20.

fore the magnitude of J,(15) becomes negligible in comparison with
amplitudes occurring earlier in the series. A curve of J,(15) plotted for
values of n in the range 0 < n < 20 (Fig. 11-7) shows that terms of the
series beyond that corresponding to n = 20 have negligible amplitudes.
The necessary frequency bandwidth, then, required to transmit the
FM wave is 2(20f,,) or 40(5000) = 200,000 cps or 200 ke. The relative

{

1]

1

f

]
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f,» = 5000 cps \+
1 100 ke } 100 kc ]

Fra. 11-8. FM frequency spectrum, Aws/2m = 75 ke, wm = 5 ke, 8 = 15.

v/A,

magnitudes of the various components of the FM frequency spectrum
are easily determined by scaling the curve at integer values of n. The
algebraic sign has been ignored in preparing the frequency spectrum of
Fig. 11-8, which shows the distribution of frequencies around the carrier
when the carrier voltage is frequency-modulated with a 5000-cycle vol-
tage wave, with 6 = 15. The bandwidth of 200 ke required to transmit
all frequency components corresponds exactly with the bandwidth
allowed by the FCC.

It is of interest to compare with Fig. 11-8 the frequency spectrum
necessary for a 3000-cps frequency. For f,, = 3000 cps, § =%* = 25.
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Values for J,(25) obtained from tables ¢ have been used to construct the
spectrum of Fig. 11-9. It should be observed that a slightly smaller
bandwidth is necessary for transmission of the 3-ke modulating wave;
although a larger number of frequency components are involved, they
are more closely spaced.

The value of § is determined by the selection of the quantities Awy; and
wm. The required bandwidth then depends upon the number of terms
of the series (Eq. 11-46) necessary to provide for all frequency com-
ponents of appreciable amplitude. In practice, the maximum frequency
deviation from carrier, Awy, is fixed by statute, as already mentioned.
The required transmission bandwidth is then determined by the range

I 11|2| l |116H I

20 24

¢
¢
f
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Fia. 11-9. FM frequency spectrum, Aws/2r = 75 ke, 0, = 3 ke, & = 25.

of modulating frequencies that it is necessary or desirable to reproduce
at the receiver. The bandwidth problem is illustrated by Figs. 11-10
and 11-11. The effect on bandwidth of variations in § with varying
Awy and fixed wy, is shown in Fig. 11-10; the more realistic case with Awy
fixed and w,, variable is shown in Fig. 11-11. Although values of Aw; and
of w,, used in these figures have been chosen so as to conform with
available tabulations of Bessel functions, the bandwidth required for
transmission of most of the side frequency components is seen to be
equivalent to 2(Awf/2r). The magnitude of the carrier varies also with
8 because of the term Jy(8). Since Jo(2.4) = 0, the carrier disappears
for a frequency such that Aws/w, = 2.4. This has been used to de-
termine the frequency deviation Aws. Since Awy is dependent upon the
modulation frequency amplitude (Eq. 11-41), then two modulating
signals of equal amplitudes but of different frequencies would produce
the same frequency deviation but would require a different number of
side-frequency components. Suppose, for example, that Aws/27 =
75,000 cps as determined by the equal amplitudes of two audio com-
ponents of frequency 15,000 and 3000 cps, respectively. For the 15,000-
cps signal, § = 5, and Fig. 11-10 shows that approximately 7 side fre-
quencies are required, or an over-all bandwidth of 2(7)(15,000) =

6 E. Jahncke and F. Emde, Tables of Higher Functions, 4th Revised Ed., B. G.
Teubner, Leipzig (1948).
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210,000 cps. In the case of the 3000-cps signal, § = 25, and Fig. 11-9
shows that 30 side frequencies are adequate. The corresponding band-
width required for the 3-ke signal is 2(30)3000 = 180,000 cps. Since,
in general, the amplitudes of the higher audio frequencies in speech or
music are small, the corresponding frequency deviations are reduced,
involving a smaller value of § and consequently fewer side frequencies.

10
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Fie. 11-10. FM frequency spectrum with variable-frequency deviation, Aws/2m,
and constant f, = wp/27.

Thus, a choice of 200 ke bandwidth is practical and adequate. Usually,
the number of side frequencies required is of the order of magnitude and
slightly larger than é.

It will be remembered that, in amplitude modulation, the carrier
power remains constant, and the power in the sidebands is supplied by
the modulator. It has been remarked that, in frequency modulation,
the carrier amplitude remains constant, but the FM spectra show that
the effect of modulation is to cause a change in the amplitude of the
carrier considered as one component in the frequency spectrum. Fre-



Ch. 11 FREQUENCY MODULATION 377

=1
Awfconstant
wm, variable
L | | !
§=2 Awp | 1 2 3 4 5 6
- = n
!
|
|
il J 1 .
6 =5 Avp ! 1 2 3 4 5 6 n
i

LdHhHIlJ

5=10 _)I Awy '}<1_23 n

2T

Ll

By ]1\2 n
27

I

|

I

Fig. 11-11. FM frequency spectrum with variable w, and constant Awy/2m.

quency modulation results in a change in the distribution of power among
the component frequencies of the spectrum with no change in the total
power. In other words, the power in the side frequencies is derived
from the carrier. This constancy of power may be shown with the aid
of Eqs. 11-17 and 11-46. Before modulation, with § = 0, the carrier
power is given by

P, =GA2 (11-47)

where G is a constant of proportionality. After modulation, the power
in the FM wave is

Pom = GAZJ2(5) + 2 2 J.2(8)] (11-48)

n=1
But it has been shown in the theory of Bessel functions that
Jo2(8) +2 X J.2(0) =1 (11-49)
n=1

for all values of 6. Therefore P, = P, which shows that the power in
the side frequencies is derived from the carrier.
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11-6. Production of FM Wave

A discussion of FM transmitters is not appropriate to the purposes
of this text. However, the circuit application of electron tubes is
pertinent, and a few such applications will be discussed.

If either the inductance or the capacitance of the tank circuit of an
oscillator could be varied in magnitude at any selected audio frequency,
the output of the oscillator would be frequency-modulated. A means of

B+

R-f choke

S e

g

Modulating voltage
Epatf,

=

Oscillator Reactance tube
Fic. 11-12. Tuned-plate oscillator with reactance-tube modulator.

accomplishing this objective is found in the use of a vacuum tube with
suitable external circuit shunted across the tank circuit of the oscillator.
Proper choice of circuit and vacuum-tube constants will result in the
alternating current to the tube circuit leading—or lagging—the a-c
plate voltage by 90°, with the magnitude of the circuit current con-
trolled by an audio-frequency modulating voltage applied to the grid.
The tube thus applied is known as a reactance tube and is commonly
used in frequency modulation. The circuit of Fig. 11-12 shows a re-
actance tube used as part of the tuned circuit of a tuned-plate oscillator.
The terminals a—b connect thé reactance tube, a pentode, across the
oscillator tuning condenser. The class-A equivalent circuit of the re-
actance tube at a—b (Fig. 11-13) is to be analyzed for its input ad-
mittance. The modulating voltage across B may be regarded merely
as a means of controlling or varying the tube transconductance g,. For
any value of g, it is required to determine the admittance ¥. Let the
oscillator radio-frequency output voltage be designated as V, as re-
ferred to ground. Then the input current to the reactance tube is
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b _— Kk

Fi1e. 11-13. Equivalent cireuit of the reactance tube, Fig. 12-12,
as seen at terminals a-b.

given by

I =14 gnEre + I (11-50)
Since Egg = IR

I'=1 4+ I(gnR + 1) (11-51)

For a pentode, r, is large enough that I; may be neglected in comparison
with the other two current components. The current I becomes

1 gnR+1 ) [ gnB + 1 ]
I=V{—+—— =)=V | ——— 11-52
? (rp TRy 1/jeC "R — j(1/w0) (152

and the admittance Y is given by

I gl + 1
Y=—=—— 11-53
Ve R —j(1/eC) ( )

which, when rationalized, may be written in the form

_PCRGR+1D | CguR+ 1)
T TR +1 R+ 1

The problem of design of the reactance-tube circuit consists of the
proper proportioning of C and of R such that, in the range of oscillator
frequency deviation, B though large is small compared to 1/wC, and
Rgn, is large compared with unity. Since it is required that R2w?C? « 1,
and ¢,,R >> 1, then

(11-54)

Y =2 o?C%R%,, + jwgnCR (11-55)

The quantity w?>C?R?g,, is a small variable conductance in parallel with
rp, and desirably negligible. The quantity

Ce = gnCR (11-56)
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is a variable capacitance shunted across the tuning capacitor of the
oscillator tank circuit and controllable in magnitude by variation of ¢,,.
A curve of g,, as a function of control grid voltage for a type-7C7 pentode
is shown in Fig. 11-14. The variation of ¢y, is linear over a large portion
of the range. In order to establish the required orders of magnitude

T ‘ T 3000

2500
Type 7C7
— 2000

hos

— 1500

£, Microm

— 1000

—500

1 | [
-8 -6 -4 -2 3¢

Control-grid voltage
Fig. 11-14. Variation of g, with control-grid voltage, type 7C7.

necessary for the approximations specified, it may be necessary to
operate the oscillator at frequencies lower than the desired carrier fre-
quency, then to pass the FM wave through a frequency multiplier and
class-C amplifier before transmission from the transmitting antenna.
In order to ensure that the center frequency remain stable within the
specified range of -£2 ke, a sample of the output frequency may be

Antenna
] _LI

A-f >~
signal Reatctt;amce L—={ Oscillator Frqueqcy — Class_-'C
source ube multiplier amplifier
l?
Discriminator Mixer Crystal
le_] oscillator

Fig. 11-15. Block diagram of an FM transmitter.

compared with a crystal oscillator frequency, and the difference fre-
quency voltage is rectified and fed back to the reactance-tube-modulator
control grid as a bias correction for any error. A circuit called a fre-
quency discriminator may be used to provide the correcting bias as
illustrated in the block diagram of Fig. 11-15.
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The reactance-tube modulator of Fig. 11-12, as shown by the analysis,
is a variable capacitance. A variable inductance is obtained from a
properly designed circuit arranged as shown by Fig. 11-16. Other re-
actance-tube circuits have been included in the problems.

The frequency deviation produced by a reactance-tube modulator
can be computed approximately by using a linear approximation for the
gm—e. characteristic of Fig. 11-14. An idealized g¢,—¢, characteristic,
as shown in Fig. 11-17, may be expressed as the equation of a straight
line. The transconductance may be expressed in terms of any known

B+

Frg. 11-16. L-type reactance tube.

point on the line, such as that determined by the bias voltage E,, the
value of g, = gmo at this zero signal voltage, and the slope of the line.
However, the intercept form of the equation of the line is more con-
venient. Thus, from Fig. 11-17,

Im = Gm2 T (Gm2/E1)ec (11-57)

is the equation of the characteristic, where g,,2 is the value of ¢,, at the
vertical intercept and — E; is the total grid voltage at the horizontal
intercept. If the instantaneous value of the modulating voltage shown
in Fig. 11-17 is

em = E,, cos w,t (11-58)

then, referred to the e, axis, this voltage is given by
e. = E, + E,, cos wyt (11-59)

where, as usual, E, has a negative numerical value. The instantaneous
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value of ¢,, as the modulating voltage varies as obtained from Eqs. 11-57
and 11-59 and is

gm = gmz+ -I— 7, T2 Fim €08 ot (11-60)

Em

43,"2)

€e

Wt !

Fig. 11-17. Idealized g..—e. characteristic.

From Eqgs. 11-56 and 11-60,
Ce = gm2CR(1 + Ea/El + Em/El cOoS wmt) (11'61)

The oscillation frequency of the oscillator, if determined by the con-
stants of the tank circuit, is given by

f=1/20V L(Cy + C,) (11-62)
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where L, is the inductance and C; the capacitance of the tank circuit
elements. An expression for the instantaneous frequency as obtained
from Eqgs. 11-62 and 11-61 is

1
" 2aVLJC; + gmeCR(l + E,/E; + Epn/E1 08 wmt)]

and the carrier frequency f. is the value of f in Eq. 11-63 when the
modulating voltage E,, cos wyt is zero. Therefore,

1

i) (11-63)

c = 11-64
21V L{C¢ + gm2CR(1 + E./Ey)] ( )
and the ratio of f/f. may be expressed in the form
m2C RE,, cOS wpt —4
I_ {1 [ Gmz ¢ ” (11-65)
fc CtEl + gm2CR(E1 + Ec)

If the value in the bracket (Eq. 11-65) is small compared with unity, the
binomial expansion will result in an infinite series converging rapidly
enough so that only the first two terms need be retained for a first
approximation. In this way,

I ) 1 Jn2CREy, c0S wyt
fe 2 CiE; + gm2CR(E; + E.)

(11-66)

If now the quantity %, in Eq. 11-37 is sought in Eq. 11-66, it may be
identified with the coefficient of (E,,/27) cos wy,l in

Gm2CRf: En
f=f+|— — cos wnl  (11-67)

CiEr + gmeCR(E, + Eo) | 27

m2CRfc
or, ky = — mgm2C Y, (11-68)
CiEy + gmeCR(E, + E.)
The required relation for FM,

[ =fe+ kEn/27 cos wml (11-37)

is then realized, subject to the approximations made, since gme, C, R, fe,
C,, By, and E, are all constants.

Other systems of frequency modulation are used and are discussed in
radio and communication engineering texts and in the literature.”8

7See E. H. Armstrong, Proc. IRE, 24, 689 (1936).
8 J. F. Morrison, Proc. IRE, 28, 444 (1940).



384 MODULATION AND DEMODULATION Ch. 11

Only one other method will be described here, a more recent development
involving a new electron tube, the General Electric phasitron.?

11-7. Frequency Modulation by Means of the Phasitron

Frequency modulation is derived from phase modulation in the
phasitron. The tube has a cylindrical cathode consisting of a standard
6J5 assembly coated for 0.25 inch. Two cylindrical anodes coaxial with
the cathode and operating at a positive potential with respect to the
cathode are used to provide a flat disk of electron flow from the cathode.
The active portion of the electron stream is limited by the edges of two
focusing electrodes, which shape the flat disk so that it tapers to a thin
outer edge before reaching the first anode. The thin-edged, tapcred
disk of electron flow passes between a so-called neutral plane and a set
of 36 grid wires supported in a plane perpendicular to the cathode axis
by radial slots in a ceramic core. The grid wires are connected such that
every third wire is part of the same circuit operating at the same poten-
tial. There are thus three groups, of 12 radial wires each, distributed
over the flat surface of the ceramic support. Each group of wires is con-
nected to one leg of a three-phase, wye-connected, radio-frequency in-
put circuit supplied by a crystal-controlled oscillator. The neutral of
the wye-connected secondary winding is maintained at +80 volts
direct current. The three-phase connection provides a rotating electric
field between the grid wires (called deflectors) and the neutral plane.
The effect of the rotating field upon the thin disk of flowing electron
space charge—which flows between deflector grids and neutral plane—is
to warp the disk into ruffles similar to those shown in the sketch of
Fig. 11-18. The ruffles, not the electrons, rotate with the three-phase
electric field and impinge upon the first anode in which openings are
arranged to match the positions of the ruffles. As the ruffles rotate, the
edge of the ruffled disk passes in successive order either through an open-
ing in the anode or against the barrier between anode openings. The
second anode collects the electrons which pass through the openings in
the first. A push-pull tuned circuit connected between the anodes is
driven by the alternate collections of electrons by the two anodes and
supplies a radio-frequency voltage at the crystal oscillator frequency
which is approximately 230 ke and must be multiplied to the required
carrier value.

The tube as thus far described provides only a carrier frequency, but
the rotating ruffles in the electron disk can easily be shifted in phase and
in spatial position with respect to the first anode openings by the appli-

¢ F. M. Bailey and H. P. Thomas, Phasitron FM Transmitter, Electronics, 19,
108 (Oct. 1946).
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cation of a magnetic field parallel to the axis of the tube and perpendic-
ular to the direction of electron flow. The magnetic field is controlled by
an audio-frequency modulating coil surrounding the anodes. The mag-
netic field is concentrated by means of the second focusing electrode—
which is constructed of magnetic material and serves the dual purposes
of focusing and of supplying the magnetic flux for modulating the elec-
tron flow. The magnetic flux of the modulating field is confined to a

First anode

Anode opening

Electron flow

F1e. 11-18. Ruflled, rotating electron disk of a phasitron. (Courtesy
General Eleetric Co.)

narrow region at the edge of the deflector or ruffle-producing grid. The
magnetic field either advances or retards the phase of the rotating
ruffles with respect to the anode openings by rotating the whole disk.
The magnetic field thereby introduces a corresponding phase shift in
the tuned circuit. The phase deviation of the output voltage is almost
linearly dependent upon the magnetic ficld strength for values ranging
from +15 to —15 gausses.

The conversion necessary from phase modulation to frequency modula-
tion is accomplished by keeping a constant direct voltage across the
modulating coil at all audio frequencies such that, with the coil behaving
as practically a pure inductance L at all frequencies in the range from
50 to 15,000 cps, the alternating component of coil current E,,/ (w,L) and
also the resulting magnetic field are inversely proportional to modulating
frequency f.. Thus, the requirement of k/E,/w, for the deviation
ratio is met.
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The advantage claimed for the phasitron is that the necessary fre-
quency multiplication is reduced by its use. For the range 88 to 108 Mc
required carrier frequency, a multiplication in frequency of 432 is re-
quired at the phasitron output, as compared with 7000 in some other
systems.

11-8. The Problem of Detection

The transmitted wave arriving at its destination requires demodula-
tion in order to make available the information content which had
originally been inserted on the carrier through the process of modula-
tion. The process of demodulation or detection (definitions 19 and 20)
depends of course upon the nature of the modulated wave, so that the
detection of AM waves is a process completely different from that re-
quired for FM waves. An ideal detector will exactly reproduce at the
receiver the wave form of the original modulating wave. In effect, the
process involves the frequency translation back from the band rep-
resented by the carrier and its sidebands to the original frequency band.

11-9. Detection of AM Waves

Principles rather than methods are primarily of interest in introduc-
ing the subject of detection of AM waves. However, the principles in-
volved are so intimately related to the detectors themselves that an

Com RS V Wmt
Ty

Ideal demodulated output

Modulated
input

Fig. 11-19. Ideal demodulated output.

attempt will be made to integrate a discussion of both principles and
methods in the present section.

The demodulation of AM waves is accomplished in radio receivers
generally by the use of linear detection. This method involves a diode
rectifier which conduects only during the positive half-cycles of the radio-
frequency carrier. The principle of operation is to be found in the re-
quirement that the voltage across the B—C output circuit (Fig. 11-19)
follow the envelope of the AM wave. An ideal demodulated output as
shown by Fig. 11-19 is not achieved. Actually, as reference to Chapter 6
will show, the circuit is the same as the half-wave rectifier with capaci-
tance filter when conduction occurs only as long as a positive voltage
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exists between anode and cathode. The voltage across the tube reaches
zero and then becomes negative at a time immediately following the peak
of the positive radio-frequency half-cycle because this voltage is the dif-
ference between the instantaneous applied voltage and the voltage V
across the capacitance C. The diagram of Fig. 11-20, although much
exaggerated, shows the wave forms of the applied radio-frequency volt-
age positive half-cycles, of the detector output voltage V, and of the

R-f

] !
! I
current [} | /\\ |
”'e"ml I A l/\ ”\\\ N\
Fia. 11-20. Wave forms of voltage », Fig. 12-19, and of tube current for diode
detector.

pulses of plate current. The diagram is similar to that of Fig. 6-5, and
the principles involved are identically the same. The only difference is
that the peak voltages of the detector input wave vary in amplitude
according to the modulating wave. It may be concluded that the de-
modulated output voltage V in Fig. 11-20 is a very poor approximation
of the envelope of the modulated wave, but actually the difference in
frequencies between carrier and modulation components is so much

»—6 D .
11}
Cy
Modulated To a-f
input Tcl §Rl R, amplifier

Fia. 11-21. Linear detector and Re~Cs-coupling cireuit.

greater than that shown in Fig. 11-20 that a very good approximation
of the envelope can be achieved with the proper design of the load cir-
cuit, R and C. The linear detector circuit of Fig. 11-19 is followed by
an audio amplifier in the receiver. Either R—C or transformer coupling
to the input of the audio amplifier may be used in order to eliminate the
d-¢ component of the detector output voltage. The R-C circuit is
shown in Fig. 11-21; the requirements to be met by C; and E; are
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identical with those required in audio-amplifier R—C-coupling circuits
as discussed in Chapter 3. A rough idea of the magnitudes required of
C; and Cs is to be found in the requirements that the reactance of C,
should be negligible compared with B; at radio (or carrier) frequencies,
and that of Cy negligible with respect to Rs at audio—or modulation—
frequencies. Capacitance C; then becomes a radio-frequency by-pass
to ground; resistance R = R;Rs/(R; + F;) then becomes approxi-
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Fra. 11-22. Linear diode-detector characteristic, with one r-f half-cycle, varying
bias voltage v, and pulse of diode current.

mately the audio-frequency output impedance, provided the reactance
of C; at audio frequencies is large compared with £;. Under such con-
ditions, the effective, slowly varying (a-f) bias of the diode is determined
by the voltage drop in resistance E produced by the audio or modulation
component of current in the output. This component may be thought
of as the average of the pulses of plate current (Fig. 11-20). Such an
explanation is only approximate but has the merit of simplicity. It is
further illustrated by Fig. 11-22, which shows the tube characteristic as
linear and the slowly varying output voltage V as a cathode bias. The
variation of V is the result of the amplitude variations of the carrier
voltage; V is the product of the d-¢ component of the diode plate current
(which is the average of the pulses of current shown in Figs. 11-20 and
11-22) and the load resistance of the diode. At the input terminals
(Fig. 11-21) the modulated voltage is given by Eq. 11-19 as

v = A.(1 + m, oS wpl) cos wl
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The current pulse during the conduection period is then given by

A,
7 = (1 + mg cos wyl) cos wel, —0; < wt <6 (11-69)
p+ R
Since the pulse duration is 26, (Fig. 11-22), the average current over a
period of the radio-frequency cycle is

1 m
= | ided
7 27rf—rz (wet)
R R R ) td(od) (1170
= a COS wpl) COS we ot -
e By My COS wyl) €0S wet d{w )

If cos wy,t is assumed to be constant over the period 26; of duration of 4,
then

bg = ————— (1 + mq cOS wnl)(sin 6;)

w(r, + B)

A, sin b, n mged. 8in 6y , 1171

wp+ B)  wlpt B) 70
The output voltage of the detector is 4, ; thus, the output voltage con-
tains only the modulating-frequency components and no distortion
terms, and the detection is lincar.

It may be observed from the foregoing discussion that the variables
of importance in the operation of a linear diode detector are the voltage
amplitudes of the carrier, the average plate current of the tube, and the
dircet voltage across the detector load. The amplitude of the carrier
voltage, the direct component of plate current, and the direct voltage
across the load all vary at an audio- or modulating-frequency rate.
These three related variables are frequently presented graphically, either

D-¢
microammeter

L+

I

@ c.JscRil—I;tor

e =\/2—E,cos wet

Fig. 11-23. Circuit arrangement for measurement of rectification or detcctor
characteristies.
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by the tube manufacturer or by measurements made on the diode detec-
tor circuit as shown in Fig. 11-23. Families of curves derived from meas-
urements of E,, i,, and V are usually presented as shown in Fig. 11-24
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Fia. 11-24. Rectification characteristics for a linear diode detector and several load
characteristics.

for a type-6H6 diode. Curves of average rectified current ¢, are plotted
against output voltage V, which is plotted on the negative side of the axis
because it provides, in effect, a negative bias for the diode. A curve is
drawn for each selected value of the rms voltage of the radio-frequency
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oscillator, and the family of curves so obtained constitute the recti-
fication characteristics of the tube.

In the case of a single load resistor, as in Fig. 11-19, the load resistance
characteristic may be plotted on Fig. 11-24 just as the load line is drawn
on the plate characteristic diagram of a triode amplifier. Several load
resistance characteristics are shown. Physically realizable combinations
of average rectified current and direct voltage V across the load resist-
ance are represented by the intersections of a load line with the curves
of constant rms carrier voltage. For example, if the rms value of un-
modulated carrier voltage is 15 volts, and the load resistance R (Fig.
11-19) is 100,000 ohms, then the average rectified current is about 175
pamp, and the output voltage is 17.5 volts. If the carrier is amplitude-
modulated 3314 per cent, the maximum rms voltage will be 20 volts,
the minimum 10 volts. Variations in 7, will be in the range 230 to 120
wamp, and V will vary from a maximum of 23 to a minimum of 12 volts.
The operating locus will be along the load resistance characteristic.
Point @ (Fig. 11-24) is the operating point.

If the detector output is R-C-coupled to the input of an audio ampli-
fier, as in Fig. 11-21, then a load line determined by the value of By may
be drawn as in Fig. 11-24 to locate @; the operating dynamic load line
may then be drawn through point @ with a slope determined by R =
R.R;/(R1 + Rs), if the reactance of (s is negligible at the modulation
frequency. For values of By = By = 100,000, the dynamic load line
corresponds to B = 50,000 ohms and has been drawn on Fig. 11-24. The
operating locus is therefore limited to the range of values along the
dynamic load line extending from the intersection of the line with the
V axis and thence upward through @ to a maximum determined by the
allowable modulation. The allowable modulation possible without dis-
tortion may be determined from the value of I, corresponding to the
rectification characteristic which intersects the load line at the hori-
zontal axis. If B (Fig. 11-19) were infinite, the load line through the
origin would coincide with the horizontal axis, and V would equal the
peak value of the radio-frequency carrier voltage since the condenser
would charge to this value and remain charged. Therefore, the values
of V at the intersections of the rectification characteristics with the V
axis are the peak voltage amplitudes of the unmodulated carrier. The
allowable modulation factor for the case Ry = Ry = 100,000 (Fig. 11-21)
may be determined from the intersection of the dynamic load line with
the V axis, which oeccurs at approximately V = —9 volts. The recti-
fication characteristic which, if drawn on the graph, would intersect
the V axis at —9 volts would have E, = 9/4/2 = 6.35 volts. Accord-
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ing to Eq. 11-19, the minimum carrier amplitude is

A1 —ma) = V2 E,(1 — my)
Since E, = 15 volts, and the minimum magnitude of V is 9 volts, then

V2 (15)(1 — m,) = 6.354/2
whence mg =1—6.35/15 = 1 — 0.423 = 0.577

is the maximum allowable value of the modulation factor for the circuit
if linear operation is desired.

11-10. Circuit Requirements for Linear Detection

Two requirements must be met by the diode detector circuits of
Figs. 11-19 or 11-21 in order to secure the high-quality distortionless
operation of which the diode detector is capable.

The first requirement may be understood by reference to Fig. 11-20.
During the period of zero tube current, the capacitor discharge through
resistance E (Fig. 11-19) should reduce the voltage V at a rate equal to
that at which the modulation or envelope voltage is decreasing in order
that the variations in V should reproduce the modulation voltage. Al-
though the actual envelope of the AM carrier varies sinusoidally only

|
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|

t=t, Time ¢

Fie. 11-25. Sketch of the top portion of the carrier envelope,
Ve = Ac(]- + MmMqg COS wmt).

in the case of a single, sinusoidal modulating frequency, a satisfactory
design value of the BC product obtained at the highest component audio
or modulating frequency is also satisfactory for lower component fre-
quencies. The rate of decrease of output voltage V necessary for the
sinusoidal modulating angular frequency w., of Eq. 11-19 is then the same
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as that of the envelope V, (Fig. 11-25) or

l Z [ a m mirclivg m
11 1 -+ Mg COS w t L, Mg SIN W, :

The magnitude of the necessary rate of decrease of V' will depend upon
time during the modulating-frequency cycle (Fig. 11-25). Peaks of
carrier voltage touch the envelope many times during the period of de-
crease of the audio cycle. At any one of these times, it is necessary that
the voltage across C decrease at least as rapidly as the envelope in order
to avoid the condition represented by the dotted exponential decay
curve of Fig. 11-25 and known as diagonal clipping. Since the capacitor
voltage excceds the peak carrier voltages occurring during the time
interval between points ¢ and b (Fig. 11-25), the tube does not conduet,
and the output voltage does not reproduce the modulating wave form
so that distortion results. If at some time during the period of decrease
of the voltage V, = A.(1 + m, cos w,t) when the tube current becomes
zero the voltage across capacitance C is V,, then before conduction is
resumed near the peak of the next positive radio-frequency half-cycle,
the output voltage V is given by

V = Ve Y/EC (11-73)
where vV =t—1t, (11-74)
Since dV/dt = —(1/RC)V e */RC (11-75)

and since it is required that

Ve  CT@/EC = 4 (1 + m, cos wnl) (11-76)
‘for t > t, in order to reproduce the envelope, then

AV /dt = —Ao(1 + mg cos wnt)/RC (11-77)

follows from Eq. 11-76 substituted in Eq. 11-75. From KEgs. 11-72 and
11-77, the rate of fall of envelope and capacitor voltage will be the same if

WA Mg SN wut = AL (1 + mg cos w,t)/RC

1 + my, cos wpt
from which wnfl( = ————— (11-78)

Mg SIN Wiyt

Equation 11-78 may be regarded as affording a maximum value of the
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product RC, since, the larger the product RC, the slower the rate of
capacitor discharge. The expression on the right side of Eq. 11-78 has
a maximum value for ¢ such that @, = 6, or

cosf = —my,
which, from Fig. 11-25, requires that 6 lie in the range 90 to 180°. Thus

sinf = V1 — m? (11-79)

d RO = — LM
an =_— =
“m MmaV'1 — ma2 Me>

-1 (11-80)

It would appear from Eq. 11-80 that the diode detector cannot cope
with a signal for which m, = 1. However, for the frequently used
values of C = 100 ppf and B = 250,000 ohms, and at f, = 5000 cps,
my = 0.786. At f,, = 796 cps, mq = 0.994. Thus, this combination of
values might be satisfactory for frequencies less than 5000 cps.

The second circuit requirement is that the impedance of the de-
tector load circuit at modulating frequencies should differ as little
as possible from its resistance to direet current. The impedance at
modulating frequency of the load circuit of Fig. 11-21 is approximately
R’ = RiRy/(R, + R5), provided the reactances of C; and Cs are such
that these elements may be neglected. The impedance at d-c is R;.
The average direct voltage across the load, as obtained from Fig. 11-25,
has a magnitude equal to 4,. The peak variation from average of the
modulation voltage is m,4,. The peak variation from average of the
sinusoidal modulating voltage cannot exceed the average without in-
troducing distortion, because the negative peaks would dip below the
axis, and clipping would result since the tube does not conduct current
in the inverse direction. Again, there is imposed a restriction on m,
since, to avoid distortion due to clipping,

mgd /R < Ac/Rl

R R, 1
or Mg & — =

R, Ri+ Ry 1+ (Ri/Ry)

(11-81)

The requirement B; << R is difficult to meet since R, is limited by re-
quirements at the grid of the amplifier and R; cannot be greatly reduced
without lowering the output voltage of the detector. A compromise is
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indicated, and may be secured by use of the circuit of Fig. 11-26 where
an additional resistance Rj3 is introduced in series with B;. The max-

_@
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==Cl [~ . .-

Ry Ry r

F1e. 11-26. Detector load and coupling circuit for reducing distortion.

imum value of m, (which, according to Eq. 11-81, is the ratio of modu-
lating a-c¢ impedance to d-c resistance) now becomes
< Ry + RyR3/(E; + Rs)

My = 11-82
R; + Rs ( )

and may be written as

my = L
14 R3®/(RiR2 + RiR3 + R2R3)

It is possible for m, to approach unity if B3 is small and R, large, and
thus the d-c resistance of the load is kept large.

A completely mathematical analysis of the linear diode detector based
upon an assumed linear diode characteristic has been developed !® and
should be of interest to students who wish to pursue the subject further.

(11-83)

11-11. Receivers for AM Waves

The problem of tuning AM receivers and of providing the necessary
over-all radio-frequency gain has led to the almost universal use of the
superheterodyne system. The tuning problem involves the simulta-
neous adjustment of the tuned circuits of one or more stages of radio-
frequency amplification which precede the detector in addition to de-
tector input circuit tuning. The 9-to-1 variation in tuning capacitance
C necessary to produce the 3-to-1 variation of resonant frequency in the
range 550 to 1650 ke greatly affects the bandwidth unless the equivalent
shunt conductance Gey is varied such that G,,/C remains constant. But,
if Geq varies, so does the gain at resonance. These difficulties have been

10 See, forexample, W. L. Everitt, Communication Engineering, pp. 427-433, McGraw-
Hill Book Co. (1937).
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avoided by the almost universal use of the heterodyne principle, which
involves the generation by the receiver itself of a radio frequency which
may be tuned or adjusted as desired. The local oscillator which supplies
the locally generated radio frequency is tuned to a frequency f. such
that the difference between f, and the carrier frequency f. is always the
same, whatever the value of f,. The difference frequency, f, — fe, is
known as the intermediate frequency (or i-f) and may be designated f;.
The usually chosen value of f; in the commercial broadcast band is 465 ke.
Thus, the required frequency variation of the local oscillator is from
1015 to 2115 ke in order to supply a constant difference of 465 ke when
combined with any signal or carrier frequency in the range 550 to 1650

L+l b=l 1In fi ¥ fn

Antenna A JAA f,
fc—fm ,;c—fc""fm /l_fm fm fm
Rt 1 mixer 1 "F 7 Detector A

amplifier —— — amplifier —— —[ amplifier 1,

j

= ! Speaker
Local
oscillator,
£

Fre. 11-27. Block diagram of a superheterodyne receiver.

ke. The same difference could be achieved if the local oscillator worked
over the range 85 to 1185 ke, but the percentage change in frequency
would be much greater, involving a tremendously larger over-all tuning
capacitor variation.

The operation of a superheterodyne receiver is illustrated by the use
of the component-block diagram of Fig. 11-27. All carriers and their
sidebands exist as induced voltages in the antenna. The radio-frequency
amplifier and the antenna circuits are tuned to a selected carrier, and
the same adjustment simultaneously tunes the local oscillator to a fre-
quency 465 ke above that of the selected carrier. The mixer is a com-
ponent, thus far not discussed, which combines the frequencies f., f.,
fe -+ fm, and f. — fn, and produces the difference frequencies f, — f,
fo— (fe + fm) and fo — (f: — fm) at the mixer output. The input to
the intermediate-frequency amplifier is then a band of frequencies
fi + fm, fi — fm centered around the same intermediate frequency, f;,
whatever the signal. Thus the intermediate-frequency amplifier may
be designed with fixed tuning and for high gain and fixed bandwidth.
Doubly tuned circuits are used to provide the band-pass characteristic
discussed in Chapter 8. The intermediate-frequency amplifier provides
voltage of the proper magnitude for the detector, usually of the linear
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diode type. The detector, as already shown, again translates the fre-
quency to the audio- or modulating-frequency range and eliminates the
carrier, providing only modulating frequencics f,, at its output for audio
amplification.

Components of the receiver of Fig. 11-27 have been considered in
previous chapters. The audio-frequency amplifier was discussed in
Chapters 3 and 4, the radio-frequency amplifier in Chapter 8, the
oscillator in Chapter 10, and the linear AM detector in the present
chapter. The frequency-shifting device as a modulator has also been
discussed in the present chapter, but frequency changing as usually
accomplished in a mixer or frequency converter requires additional
discussion.

11-12. The Heterodyne Oscillator

The adjective “heterodyne’ has been defined by Webster as “pertain-~
ing to the production of a difference frequency between two radio fre-
quencies.” The heterodyne oscillator is a generator of audio- or of
radio-frequency voltage obtained as the difference between two fre-
quencies. It is perhaps better known as a beat-frequency oscillator.

The beat-frequency or heterodyne osecillator was not discussed in
Chapter 10 because it depends functionally upon the process of modu-
lation or of demodulation. It may appropriately be included here as an
introduction to the use of difference frequencies in the superheterodyne
receiver.

If two alternating sinusoidal voltages of slightly different frequencies
are added together, the resulting wave form, although somewhat re-
sembling the wave form of a modulated wave, does not contain a new
frequency. The frequencies present in the additively synthesized wave
are merely those of the two components. However, if the synthesized
wave is applied to a nonlinear device for which the response current is
related to the applied voltage by a power series such as

ip = Creg + Coes® + Cseg® ++ -+ Crg,” +--+ (11-84)

then, as shown in Chapter 2, new frequencies result from the terms
involving products. A modulator or detector characteristic (of response
current as a function of applied voltage) which can be approximated by
the first two terms of Eq. 11-84 is called a square law characteristic.
The heterodyne principle is illustrated in the circuit of the beat-
frequency oscillator (Fig. 11-28). The complete oscillator circuit would
involve two oscillators of outputs e; = E,,; cos wit and ey = E,,5 €08 wol,
a demodulator (or modulator), and an amplifier at the output of the
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demodulator. The demodulator portion is shown in Fig. 11-28 and
consists of a pentode operating in the nonlinear region of its character-
istic. The load circuit consists of a parallel combination of B and C of
such magnitudes that the output voltage at the difference frequency
w; — wo far exceeds that at the sum of (w; -+ ws), for which C provides a
low-impedance by-pass.

The frequencies of interest at the output (Fig. 11-28) are obtained
from the second-degree term of Eq. 11-84. However, it may be worth

Osciliator 1 % €1
3 IH—=
Oscillator 2 ey % T

Fic. 11-28. Demodulator portion of a heterodyne or beat-frequency oscillator.

Ouiput

while to examine the frequencies that result from other terms as well.
In Fig. 11-28, the a-¢ component of grid voltage is given by

e, = e; + es = E,u1 cos wil + Epa c0s wol (11-85)

From Eq. 11-84, the corresponding plate current as obtained from the
first three terms only is

ip = (3C1Emi® + 3C2Ens®) + (C1Em
+ §C3Emi® + $C5Epn1Ens®) cos wyt
+ (C2Emz + $C3Ens® + 3C3En1"Ens) cos wt
+ 1C4E,.12 cos 2wt + FCoEnms® cos 2wyt
+ 1C3E,.13 cos 3wyt + LC3E,.5° cos Swyt
+ CoF 1 E g cos (w1 + wo)t + CoE i Epe cos (w; — wa)t
+ 3C3E 1 E g cos (2w + wp)t
+ 3C3E,;12E s cos (2w; — wo)t
+ 2C3E 1 Ens® cos 2wz + w)t
- 3CaBEns? cos (2ws — @)t (11-86)

It should be observed that the nonlinearity of the tube-response char-
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acteristic has introduced the following frequencies not present in the
original oscillator input voltages:

2wy, 2wz, 3w1, 3ws, @1 + wa, w1 — wy, 2w1 + wy
201 — wg, 2ws + w1, 2wy — wy

For the case of a beat-frequency audio oscillator, w; and ws are both
radio frequencies, and so are every other one of the frequencies in the
foregoing list except (w; — we). Therefore, the condenser C by-passes
all but the difference frequency (w; — wy), and the output voltage am-
plitude at (w; — we) is the only appreciable output.

11-13. Mixers and Frequency Converters

The Institute of Radio Engineers Standards on Electron Tubes, 1950,
provides the following pertinent definitions of terms useful in the dis-
cussion of the mixers and frequency converters as used in superhetero-
dyne receivers:

1. Conversion Transducer. An electric transducer in which the input
and output frequencies are different. Note. If the frequency-changing
property of a conversion transducer depends upon a generator of fre-
quency different from that of the input or output frequencies, the fre-
quency and voltage or power of this generator are parameters of the con-
version transducer.

2. Heterodyne Conversion Transducer (converter). A conversion trans-
ducer in which the output frequency is the sum or difference of the input
frequency and an integral multiple of a local oscillator frequency. Note.
The frequency and voltage or power of the local oscillator are parameters
of the conversion transducer. Ordinarily, the output signal amplitude
is a linear function of the input signal amplitude over its useful operat-
ing range.

3. Mixer Tube. An electron tube that performs only the frequency-
conversion function of a heterodyne conversion transducer when it is
supplied with voltage or power from an external oscillator.

4. Converter Tube. An electron tube that combines the mixer and
local-oscillator functions of a heterodyne conversion transducer.

5. Conversion Transconductance (of a heterodyne conversion trans-
ducer). The quotient of the magnitude of the desired output-frequency
component of current by the magnitude of the input-frequency (signal)
component of voltage when the impedance of the output external
termination is negligible for all of the (other) frequencies which may
affect the result.

To the foregoing definitions, there may be added the statement that
the combination of signal and local oscillator frequencies in order to
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produce an intermediate frequency may be thought of as modulation,
has been referred to frequently as detection (the first detector), but is
now known as frequency conversion. The theory of frequency conversion
has been dealt with in the literature by numerous writers. It has been
shown ™ that the general principles of modulation or frequency con-
version by applying signal and local oscillator voltages on the same or
different grids of the conversion transducer are the same for all types
of tubes. The determination of the conversion transconductance may
be accomplished by use of a curve of signal electrode transconductance
as a function of local oscillator voltage. Such a curve is analogous to the
curve of Fig. 11-14 except that the transconductance is represented as a
function of time and is then analyzed from the experimental char-
acteristic by Fourier analysis for the nth-harmonic component at local
oscillator frequency as expressed in the relations 1

0
Im = G + Z @y, COS Nwpl (11-87)

n=1

Tp = Gmbims COS wyl

o0
= @By €08 wst + LB, D Gy c0s (nwg + we)t

n=1
-
+ 1B, D ancos (wy — wy)t (11-88)
n=1
Jen = Im(nwo—m,)/Ems = %an
171 7
= p —f Gm €08 Nagt d(wot) (11-89)
T

It is assumed in this analysis that the signal voltage is very small
compared with the local oscillator voltage. The signal voltage is ¢, =
E,, cos wst; the local oscillator angular frequency is nwg. The conversion
transconductance at intermediate angular frequency w; = (nwy — w;)
is given by Eq. 11-89.

Mixing and conversion circuits have been deseribed, using diodes,
triodes, tetrodes, pentodes, hexodes, heptodes, and octodes. Modern
superheterodyne receivers use the heptode or pentagrid converter, but
early superheterodynes used tetrodes and pentodes. A circuit in which
the local oscillator voltage is derived from a separate oscillator is shown

n F, W. Herold, The Operation of Frequency Converters and Mixers for Super-
heterodyne Reception, Proc. IRE, 30, 84 (Feb. 1942).
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in Fig. 11-29. The tube, type 65A7, is a pentagrid converter with grids
2 and 4 serving as screen grids, grid 5 as a suppressor. The signal voltage
es is applied between grid 3 and cathode; the local oscillator voltage
€ 18 applied between grid 1 and cathode and modulates the electron
stream. Grids 3, 4, and 5 and the plate constitute a pentode for which
the electron source is the modulated space-charge cloud of electrons

w; %e(nmo—ws)’f,

+V

Fra. 11-29. A pentagrid mixer circuit using a separate, external local oscillator.

which have passed grid 2. Screen grid 2 located between grid 1 (the
modulator grid) and grid 3 (the input grid) aceelerates electron flow and
also prevents coupling between the modulator and input grids. The
same tube may be used in a self-oscillating circuit as shown in Fig. 11-30.
Here the frequency-converter tube can itself supply the local oscillator
frequency and mix it with the radio input frequency to provide the

-
-
-
-
-
-

Fra. 11-30.  Mixer and loeal oscillator funciions eombined in heterodyne conversion
transducer.

desired intermediate frequency. The oscillator will be recognized as the
Hartley circuit.

Another, somewhat different heterodyne conversion transducer eir-
cuit which uses a pentagrid converter is shown in Fig. 11-31. Grids 1
and 2 with the cathode are connected in a tuned-grid triode-oscillator
circuit, with grid 2 supplying a positive voltage. The triode-oscillator
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circuit supplies to the region of grid 4 through sereen grid 3 an electron
stream varying at oscillator frequency. An additional signal is imposed

+Veo

I-f output

Fig. 11-31. Pentagrid converter.

upon the electron stream by the input radio-frequency signal voltage on
grid 4, so that the plate-current variations are the result of the com-
bination of oscillator and signal frequencies. Grids 3 and 5 accelerate

Fre. 11-32. Electrode arrange-
ment of the triode-hexode con-
verter, 6K8.

the electron stream and, in addition, shield
the signal grid, 4, from the other electrodes.

The pentagrid mixer tube and circuit of
Fig. 11-29 and the converter circuit of Fig.
11-30 will operate effectively at higher
frequencies than is possible with the pent-
agrid converter circuit of Fig. 11-31 be-
cause of better isolation of signal and
oscillation sections of the tube. A com-
bination of triode-hexode, for example,
the 6K8 shown schematically in Fig. 11-32,
can be used to cover an extremely wide
range of frequencies and is used in all-
wave receivers. Isolation of oscillator
from mixer section is achieved by using
two electron streams derived from the two
sides of a cathode sleeve. The grid of the

triode oscillator section at the bottom (Fig. 11-32) is connected intern-
ally to the grid of the hexode mixer section. The hexode unit uses two
screen grids, 2 and 4, connected together, and the radio-frequency signal
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is applied between hexode grid 3 and the cathode. The oscillator fre-
quency from the triode section is transferred to the hexode mixer
section through hexode grid 1.

11-14. Detection of FM Waves

Receivers for FM waves are similar to those for AM in respect to
radio-frequency amplifier, local oscillator and frequency converter (two
converters may be used to produce a final intermediate frequency in

\'4

f

Fia. 11-33. Use of a resonance, characteristic of a tuned circuit as a diseriminator.

two stages), and intermediate-frequency amplifier. The stages following
the intermediate-frequency amplifier, however, must convert a fre-
quency-varying wave of constant amplitude to an amplitude-varying
wave ab audio or signal frequency as input to an audio-amplifier stage.
Such a requirement results in one or more component stages which are
peculiar to the FM receiver.

Noise, including static and interference from other electric equipment,
modifies or amplitude-modulates an AM wave and is received and con-
verted into audio output along with the signal in an AM receiver. The
noise-free advantages of frequency modulation are achieved partly by
virtue of complete freedom from amplitude variations of the radio-
frequency carrier. In order to eliminate any amplitude variations that
may exist, a device known as a limiter is used in many FM receivers
immediately following the intermediate-frequency amplifier. The limiter
consists merely of a tube circuit which, by virtue of a dynamic charac-
teristic that is flat on each end, passes only a given amplitude. Another
FM feature is the fact that any frequency or frequency variation of
amplitude less than half the desired signal frequency amplitude will not
produce interference at the receiver output. For these reasons, much
greater gain may be used in FM receivers without excessive noise being
produced in the output.
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The conversion from frequency to amplitude modulation and fre-
quency translation to the audio or signal range is accomplished by a unit
known as a discriminator. One method of converting from frequency
to amplitude variations involves the use of a portion of a resonance
curve, as shown by Fig. 11-33, where a sinusoidal variation of frequency
is shown converted by the voltage resonance characteristic of a tuned
circuit into voltage or amplitude variations. This method is not too
useful because of the nonlinearity of the tuned-circuit characteristic.
Two frequently used practical discriminator circuits are discussed in the
following section.

11-16. FM Discriminator Circuits

The FM discriminator combines the functions of conversion to am-
plitude modulation with detection. Two types of FM detectors are to
be described. The first, shown in Fig. 11-34, involves a pentode double-

To audio
amplifier

F1a. 11-34. A practical diseriminator circuit.

tuned transformer-coupled amplifier circuit and two diodes used as de-
tectors. Capacitors C; and Cs are tuning condensers; at the center fre-
quency, fo, wols = 1/woCy; wolis = 1/woCy; Cs is a by-pass of negligible
reactance for intermediate frequency; C3 and Cy are also adequate by-
passes for intermediate frequency. Inductance Lg is a radio-frequency
choke. Tube connections are omitted, but class-A operation of the
pentode is assumed. The equivalent a-¢ circuit is given by Fig. 11-35.
The various voltages are shown on the circuit diagram: V; is the input
voltage with respect to ground and appears across the radio-frequency
choke if the reactance of C is negligible; V12 and V3 are the voltages
across the two halves of the transformer secondary; Vg and V, are direct
voltages across resistors Ry and Ry, and B3 = Ry; Vi = IRy, Vy =
I3R,; the output voltage V, = V3 — V4. A qualitative explanation of
the circuit behavior may be given in terms of the parameters of the cir-
cuit with the help of a vector diagram.
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The voltage E; is the input voltage at the grid of the pentode. The
frequency of the voltage E; is centered about the intermediate-frequency
center frequency but varies on either side of this frequency fy by the

Fre. 11-35. Equivalent a-c circuit of the discriminator of Fig. 12-34.

half bandwidth necessary to contain all the signal frequency spectrum.
At fo, both primary and secondary transformer circuits are resonant as
already specified. It will be shown that, to a good approximation, volt-
age V and V3 are in phase quadrature at f = fo; since Vo = Vig — Vi,
the phase relations are as shown by the vector diagram of Fig. 11-36a4.

Vieh T T T T (Va Vief =~ T T T = /‘{1
| /
| /
[ /
|
|
[

(@f=1f (b)f=fy+4af

F1c. 11-36. Vector diagrams showing the phase relations of voltages on the r-f side
of the detector of Fig. 12-35.

The voltages producing current in the diode detectors as obtained by
inspection of the circuit (Fig. 11-35) are V, = Vy + Vi, across points
2 and 4, including tube 2, and V', = V; + Vi3 across 3 and 4, including
tube 3. These voltages are shown for f = fp in Fig. 11-36a, and are
equal since the magnitudes of Vs and Vi3 are equal. Therefore, for
identical diodes, the output voltages V3 and Vg4 are equal, and V, =
Vs — V4= 0at f=f since on the d-c side of the rectifier V3 and ¥V,
are direct voltages and phase is not involved.
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At frequencies off resonance, V, is no longer in phase quadrature
with V;. The angular deviation from phase quadrature is dependent
upon the frequency deviation from resonance. Therefore, as shown by
Fig. 11-360b, for a frequency on one side of resonance, V, becomes greater
in magnitude than Vy; therefore, V3 > V4 and V3 — V4 is a positive
voltage. For a frequency on the other side of resonance, the reverse

Y%

% »]Afl« ’

Fre. 11-37. Discriminator or FM-detector output characteristie.

condition is true so that | Vz,( > ]Va |, Vs < Vy and V3 — V4 is a
negative voltage. As the frequency varies above and below resonance,
the magnitude and polarity of the voltage V, will also vary, translating
frequency variations into output voltage variations as shown approxi-
mately by the curve of Fig. 11-37. The discriminator characteristic of
Fig. 11-37 is linear over a certain range of frequency. If this range is

Gl

F.a. 11-38. FM discriminator using two stagger-tuned circuits.
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sufficient to include the FM frequency spectrum, the output voltage will
be a faithful replica of the signal voltage.

A second practical method of FM detection is illustrated by the cir-
cuit of Fig. 11-38, which involves three tuned circuits. The input cir-
cuit, L;—C}, is tuned to the center intermediate frequency fy; the Ly—C)y

14

F1e. 11-39. Response characteristics of the diodes of Fig. 11-38 and their
difference, Vo

circuit is tuned to a frequency somewhat higher, the Ls-Cj3 circuit is
tuned to a frequency somewhat lower than fy. The result is that the
diodes produce outputs across their respective load resistors Fo and R3
which have maximum values at different frequencies, as shown by the
dotted curves of Fig. 11-39. The voltage V) is the difference, Vo — V3,
of the diode outputs, and is shown by the full-line curve of Fig. 11-39.
It has been shown experimentally 2 that, if the @’s of the secondary
circuits are each twice the @’s of the primary, which in turn should be
equal to the ratio of carrier frequency to 3Af, where Af is the deviation
from the mean frequency, then the detector response (Fig. 11-39) will
be linear over most of the frequency deviation between fy and fs.

a C _
% 7 -, Cy % R,
Ly Ly
———
2 E; b M d '

Fi1c. 11-40. Equivalent a-c¢ circuit of Fig. 11-34 without Ls

11-16. Analysis of an FM Discriminator Circuit
The equivalent circuit of the discriminator of Figs. 11-34 and 11-35
has been redrawn in Fig. 11-40, with the inductance Lz omitted. The re-

12 M. G. Crosby, RCA Review, 5, 89 (July 1940).
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sistance Ry replaces the diode circuit and its loading. Coil resistances
R, and R, are shown in the equivalent circuit of Fig. 11-40 but with high
Q coils assumed, R; and R, will be neglected in the circuit analysis to
follow.

The circuit to the left of terminals a—b may be simplificd for analysis
by the use of Thevenin’s theorem. The impedance looking to the left at
a-bis Z; = (r, — jrp2wCy)/(&®Ci%r,? + 1), which reduces to

Zg = 1/wCh%ry — j(1/wCh) (11-90)

if wCyr, > 1; since a pentode is used, r, 3> (1/wC;) so that the approxi-
mation is justified. Similarly the impedance Z.q looking toward the
diode load at terminals ¢ is given by

Zeq = 1/0*Co’Ra — j(1/wCl) (11-91)
provided ’ Ry> 1/wCy or wCeRg>1
The revised and somewhat simplified approximate equivalent circuit

]

Cl ("2022Rd
11 a 4
1 VWA
1 M
%wZCIer
v Ly I, ﬁ:c2 Yy
E I
@)
: d

Fic. 11-41. Approximate equivalent of the circuit of Fig. 11-40.

has been drawn in Fig. 11-41. The voltage E of the equivalent Thevenin
generator is given by the expression

o= [l o)

ngi 1 ngi
= : . o - (11-92)
1+ I/chlTp wCl ]wCl

where again use is made of the fact that 1/wCyr, is negligible compared
with unity.

It is convenient to use the fractional frequency deviation from res-
onance as previously defined, namely:

= (w— wp)/wp O w/wg=1-F+25 (11-93)
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The impedance of the primary mesh than may be expressed as
Zi1 = Bu + jleLy — 1/wCh)
= Ri1 + jwoLi(w/wy — wo/w)

1
=R jwolg {1 6 — —— 11-94
11+ Jwe 1( + 1+6> ( )

Since 1/(1 4+ 8) == 1 — d for § K« 1, then

Z11 = Ry (1 + j2864) (11-95)
where Q1 = woln/Ryy (11-96)
and R11 = 1/60020127'7, (11—97)

Similarly, the impedance of the secondary mesh is

Zigg = Rao(1 + 7256Q) (11-98)
where Q2 = wola/Ras (11-99)
and R22 = 1/(.002022Rd (11-100)

The mutual impedance is
le = —]wM = '—j(wo + Aw)]lf
—jwo(l + )M (11-101)

il

The driving-point impedance at the terminals of the Thevenin generator

is
Zy' = Zu — Z19%/ Z2

wo2M2(1 + 8)
Rao(1 + 726Q3)
w02k2L1L2(1 + 25)

w0L1
1 126 11-102
o T A+ gy 0P

= Ry1(1 + j28Q,) +

where the second-order term 82 has been neglected. The product 8k?
is also very small since the coupling is small. Equation 11-102 may
first be expressed as

w0L1

, Q1Q2(K* + 25k2)]
Zu' = R

1 126
[ + 726Q; + 1t 7250,

1
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and, since 2842 < k?, a further simplification is possible so that

Zu =B 1 0+ O] (1
1 1+ j26Q.
The current I, is then easily expressed as
I, = E/Zy
and the voltage V; across terminals a-b is
Vi=1Zo = EZyw/Zyy (11-104)

The impedance Z,; looking to the right (Fig. 11-41) is given by
Zay = joln — Z15°/Zss

woM*(1 + 8)°Q,

wolLig(1 + 728Q7)

K1+ 9)°Q

1+ j25Q2)]

Again, neglect of second-order terms involving 8% and k2% results in
simplification. KEquation 11-105 after algebraic revision may be written
as

= jwoLls(1 + 8) +

= jwols [1 + 6+ (11-105)

1+ & 4 726Q, — jk2
+ 6 4 720Q2 — 7 Qz) (11-106)

1+ 5260

The equations needed for the analysis of the discriminator circuit must
provide expressions for the voltages V; and V,. These may be obtained
more easily if equal coil @’s are assumed. Thus, with @; = @, = Q,

Zay _J(L+ 5+ 20Q — HQ)Q

Zab = ijLl (

Zu' (14 j25Q)° + IPQ° (1100
so that, from Eqgs. 11-104, 11-107, and 11-92,
JOL + 8 + j26Q — jK*Q)gnE;
T A 200 + FQjacCi(L +
and, if £%Q is neglected,
¥, ImBQuoLa (1 + j26Q) (11-108)

(1 + j25Q)° + ¥*Q°

which is the first required equation.
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The expression for V, is next to be found. Since

_ IiZyy  VijwoM(1 + 8)@Q

I, = = 11-109

z Zas Zapwolo(l + j28Q) ( )

then V2 = Iz(]./]wCz) = Ig/]wog(]. + 6) (11-110)
ImEiQPwoM ]

Thus, Vo= —j 11-111

* : J[(l ¥ 2007 + QP (-0

The phase of voltages V; and Vy may be compared for any value of 8.
Thus, at f = fo, § = 0, and, from Eq. 11-108,

Vi = gnB:QuoLy/(1 + E*Q%) (11-112)
and Vo = —jgmBQ%weM /(1 + Q%) (11-113)

From Eqs. 11-112 and 11-113, it is observed that, at f = fo, Vs, lags V;
by 90° as shown by Fig. 11-36a. The ratio of V; to V; is

Vi QM/Ly)

Vi 714200

(911% Vl)( —90°
or Vy = ——l (11-114)
1+ 526Q
If 6 = (f — fo)/fo is positive, f > fo and 8 = tan™! 25Q is a positive
angle, so that the phase angle of V, with respect to V; is (—90° — 8).
Thus, for f > fo, V2 lags V1 by more than 90°, as shown in Fig. 11-36b.
However, for frequencies below resonance, f < fy and § is negative, so
that 6 = tan™! 26Q is a negative angle. Let § = —¢, where ¢ > 0.
Then the phase of V3 becomes (—90° 4 ¢), and V; lags less than 90°
behind V.

PROBLEMS

11-1. The equation of a nonlinear triode dynamic characteristic may be expressed
in power series form as

iD = Cleg + 02682 + C3eg3 +---+ Cnegn +---
Two alternating-voltage sources are connected in series in the grid circuit. Their
voltages are, respectively:
e; = Arcoswt and ex = Ag CoS wpt
where w, = 2r-10° rad per sec, w, = 2x-10° rad per sec. Using only the first three
terms of the power series, obtain answers to the following:

(@) What terms of the series produce modulation of the output current?
(b) What are the frequencies present in the plate current?
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(¢c) Identify carrier, upper and lower side frequencies, and distortion (undesired)
components.

(@) Design a load circuit that would provide the necessary bandwidth, and ob-
tain relative amplitudes referred to carrier of the component frequencies in the out-
put load voltage.

11-2. Typical operation of a type-805 triode as a class-C amplifier is given by
the manufacturer as follows:

D-¢ plate voltage 1250 volts

D-c grid voltage —100 volts

Peak r-f grid voltage 230 volts

Direct plate current 200 ma,

Direct grid current 40 ma

Grid driving power 8.5 watts

Power output 170 watts
For the conditions given, eompute (¢) the plate dissipation rating, (b) the plate-
circuit conversion efficiency.

11-3. The type 805 of problem 11-2 is to be 100 per cent plate-modulated by an
audio source. The plate dissipation under plate modulation is not to exceed that
when the tube is used as an unmodulated class-C amplifier. Compute (a) the im-
pedance of the 805 plate circuit presented to the audio modulator, (b) the maximum
allowable audio power input, with 170 watts power output.

11-4. Plate dissipation rating of a type-892-R power triode used as a class-C radio-
frequency power amplifier at 800 ke and typical operating characteristics arc sum-
marized as follows: Maximum plate dissipation is 4000 watts. Typical operation is:

Ey = 10,000 volts

E; = —1300 volts

Egm = 2150 volts  (peak r-f grid voltage)

Iy = 1.40 amp

I, =024 amp

Grid driving power 495 watts

Power output 10,000 watts

(a) If this amplifier is to be 100 per cent plate-modulated, what should be the
new plate dissipation rating?

(6) If the output transformer is 90 per cent cfficient, compute the power output.

(¢) What should be the value of I as Ep is reduced to 8000 volts?

11-5. Two type-891-R tubes in push-pull operate class B and supply audio-
modulating power to the class-C amplifier of problem 11-4. Typical operating values
for two tubes are:

Ep = 8000 volts

E. = —860 volts

Iy = 0.5 amp (zero signal)

Iy = 2.1 amp (maximum signal)

Peak a-f grid-to-grid voltage 2260 volts

Effective load resistance, plate-to-plate, 8000 ohms

Maximum signal driving power 50 watts

Maximum signal power output 10,000 watts

(a) Find the turns ratio of the output transformer of the modulator.

(&) Find the plate dissipation of the modulator tubes.

11-6. Assuming that average plate current and tank current are linearly related
to instantaneous grid voltage for a grid-modulated amplifier, analyze the amplifier,
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and obtain expressions for tank voltage, input plate power, power output, efficiency,
and plate dissipation. Define all symbols.

! T T
@) =[AmCOS wmt

fa (2

£

Fic. P11-7.

11-7. The sketch shows three time-varying functions, f(f). Each is to be taken
as a modulating wave in (a) phase modulation, (b) frequency modulation. For each
case, sketch wave forms showing (1) phase deviation from w, (2) frequency devia-
tion from .

11-8. An 80-Mc¢ carrier of unmodulated amplitude 20 volts is frequency modu-
lated =75 ke by a 15-ke sinusoidal voltage of amplitude 10 volts.

(a) Write the equation of the instantaneous carrier voltage.

(b) Plot the frequency spectrum, and calculate the necessary bandwidth.

11-9. For a deviation ratio of § = 5, what percentage of the total energy of an
FM wave is contained in side frequencies beyond the seventh? See Eq. 11-80.

11-10. Analyze the circuit of Fig. 11-16, and obtain an expression for the input
impedance. State the requirements for a variable inductive input.

11-11. A reactance-tube circuit is shown in the accompanying diagram. Derive
expressions for the resistance and for the reactance or susceptance at the input ter-
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minals a-b if (@) Z1 is a resistance R and Zg is an inductance L, (b) Z; is an inductance
L and Z2 is a resistance R.
B+

I
T

Fi1a. P11-11.

11-12. (a) Obtain an equivalent circuit for the reactance tube modulator involv-
ing only elements in parallel with Ci.

(b) If the gn—e. characteristic of the reactance-tube modulator is the same as
that given by Fig. 11-14, and with E, = —3 volts, ¢; = en = 3 cos wnl, f = 15,900
cps, 2xfCR = 0.1, design the reactance-tube circuit such that a frequency deviation
of 5 per cent is possible.

R-f by-pass
a L

i}
n

= R-f choke

"

7
L
1

Oscillator tank
Fi1a. P11-12.

11-13. Obtain an expression for the instantaneous frequency of the oscillator of
problem 11-12.

11-14. The output of a linear 6H6 diode detector is BR—~C-couplied to the inplit of
an audio amplifier. The rms value of the unmodulated carrier voltage is 10 volts,
applied at the input of the diode; R; (Fig. 11-21) is 200,000 ohms, and the grid-leak
resistance of the amplifier input is also 200,000 ohms. The carrier is 75 per cent
modulated by an audio frequency of 7960 cps.

(@) What should be the maximum value of C; for no distortion (Fig. 11-21)?

(») Compute the allowable percentage modulation for no-negative peak elipping.



CHAPTER 12
CIRCUIT THEORY OF TRANSISTORS

THE TRANSISTOR, AT THE TIME THIS IS BEING WRITTEN, IS SOME THREE
vears old and is just at the beginning of its applicational development.
It is already invading the field of the vacuum tube in low-current, low-
power applications and promises to replace receiving-type vacuum tubes
in scores of important applications within the next few years. This
chapter will be devoted to the circuit theory of the transistor but will
not completely neglect the fascinating physical theory of transistor
action. In fact the chapter will begin with some of the fundamental
physical concepts.

12-1. Conductors, Insulators, and Semiconductors

A brief account of the electron theory of metals serves as a convenient
starting point in a presentation of the elementary physical theory of
transistor behavior. Since transistors as presently constructed are tiny
pieces of solid germanium with three properly connected circuit terminal
wires, it may reasonably be enquired how the conducting mechanism of
the solid state can perform functions that permit the transistor to am-
plify as does the three-electrode vacuum tube. In order to provide a
satisfactory answer to such a question, it is desirable in the beginning
to compare solid-state conductors, insulators, and semiconductors on the
basis of energy-level diagrams.

An energy-level diagram of a metal (Fig. 12-1) is a graphical repre-
sentation of energy states or levels which may be occupied by the
valence or conduction electrons of the metal. At absolute zero of
temperature, all valence-electron kinetic energies in a metal are repre-
sented by horizontal lines below the Fermi level. Each line corresponds
to a specific level of electron kinetic energy measured in joules or in
electron-volts * plotted on a vertical energy scale with its zero level as
shown. The energy states available to electrons are characteristic of the

* An electron-volt is the amount of energy possessed by an electron that has been
accelerated from rest by a difference of potential of one volt. It is therefore equiva-
lent to 1.6-1072° joule.

415
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crystal structure in the solid state just as the line spectrum of a luminous
gas is characteristic of the gas. At zero degrees absolute, all energy
levels of a metal below the Fermi level are filled. At temperatures
greater than absolute zero, electrons in metals may occupy levels above
the Fermi level between Vy and Vg electron volts. At sufficiently high
temperatures for electrons to have kinetic energies in excess of Vg
electron volts, electrons may escape from the metal. This is the mecha-
nism of emission of electrons from heated cathodes.

)
| % |
] | Empty or |
| } conduction band ,
| | K
Vi, . mpty or
[ f Forbidden l conduction band
| | region fo o
Iy Fermi level i | Forbidden region
Wy m— e 2
[ — i | /
! | Filled / | Filled /
l i / band l / band
l
| 0 | 0 ‘ |0
| Metal i Insulator | Intrinsic
! | | semiconductor
Schematic

Fra. 12-1. Schematic energy-level diagrams for a metal conductor, an insulator,
and a semiconductor, not to scale and not to the same scale.

The energy-level diagrams of Fig. 12-1 illustrate the differences in a
metallic conductor, an insulator, and a semiconductor. There is no
filled energy band in the case of the conductor. Electrons are easily
displaced above the Fermi level by thermal or field energy and are free
to exchange energy with applied electric fields as is necessary in electric
conduction.

The number of valence electrons of an insulator is the exact value
needed to fill all energy levels of the filled band completely. Also, the
electron configurations are such that no energy levels are possible in a
band of several electron-volts in width located just above the filled
band. Therefore, it is extremely difficult to displace an electron from
the filled band to the conduction band which remains empty even at
fairly elevated temperatures.

The semiconductor is similar to the insulator except in the width of
the forbidden region which, instead of several electron volts as for the
insulator, is only about 1 electron volt wide. At absolute zero, the
semiconductor is an insulator, but at sufficiently elevated temperatures
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electrons from the filled band may be displaced to the conduction band.
In such an event, electrons can move around in the filled band since
vacancies exist there, and the electrons that have been displaced to the
conduction band are free to exchange energy with the electric field so
that both mechanisms contribute to conduction. In the case of the
filled band, the motion of electrons in progressively filling vacancies is
equivalent to a motion in the opposite direction of the vacancies that the
electrons leave behind in the material. This situation leads to the con-
cept of “hole” current which will be an important concept in transistor

Empty Empty
band AV band
L A i AV,
AV T F 7 ¥ + ¥ & ¥—p<Donor {57 K3
}L b olevels AV - _ _ -~«— Acceptor
Z /////////// 1—/////////// levels
//// Filled bands 7777 Filled bands 77777
///////// /// o / / e 7//// /
n-type p-type

Fic. 12-2. Extrinsic semiconductors.

action. The semiconductor described by the energy-level diagram of
Fig. 12-1 is referred to as intrinsic. Intrinsic semiconductors are not
important as transistors.

Extrinsic semiconductors are illustrated by the diagrams of Fig. 12-2.
Extrinsic semiconductors were of very great technical importance as
silicon or germanium crystal diode rectifiers or detectors long before the
advent of transistors. The properties of the extrinsic semiconductor
depend upon the presence of small quantities of impurities within the
crystal structure of the semiconductor. Wilson ! has listed four types of
such semiconductors of which two are shown in Fig. 12-2.

It will be observed that the extrinsic semiconductor has the same band
structure as the intrinsic. The difference is that impurity atoms present
in small numbers in the crystal lattice provide extra energy levels which
lie in the normally forbidden region between a filled band and an empty
band. These extra energy levels lie either very close (~ 0.1 e v) to the
empty band or to the filled band. If the extra encrgy levels arc filled
at 0° K with electrons, they act as donors of electrons to the empty band
at higher temperatures. Conduction is the result of electron motion in
the empty band and is termed “n-type” for negative-charge carrier.
The donor levels, if filled, are electrically neutral; if empty, as at normal
room temperatures, each has a single charge of +¢ = 1.6-107'° coulomb.

t A. H. Wilson, Semiconduction and Metals, pp. 45—46, Cambridge University Press,
Maecmillan.
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The other type of extrinsic semiconductor shown in Fig. 12-2 has
extra energy levels (due to impurity atoms) lying close to the filled
band in the forbidden region. These levels, normally empty at 0° K,
act as acceptors of electrons from the filled band at higher temperatures
leaving empty levels or holes in that band. Conduction is now possible
in the filled band because an electron may be transferred by field action
into a vacant level. As an electron moves into a vacancy from left to
right, the vacancy moves the same distance from right to left, and is
equivalent to a positive-charge carrier moving from right to left. The
conduction is said to be p-type, and holes are the carriers. A filled
acceptor level has a negative charge of e coulombs but is electrically
neutral when empty.?

It is possible by use of two different types of impurity atoms to have
both donor and acceptor levels existing simultaneously in the same
material. In this case conduction is both n- and p-type. Finally, it may
be stated that a semiconductor that conducts by electrons in a nearly
empty band is n-type; a semiconductor that conduets by hole motion
in a nearly filled band is p-type. Thus the impurities provide electrons
in the otherwise empty band or holes in the otherwise filled band and
thus control the conductivity.

12-2. Some Quantitative Physical Data on Semiconductors

Quantitative data and orders of magnitude of physical constants of
electronic semiconductors of the type discussed in Section 12-1 may be
of interest at this point. Klectrical resistivities of electronic semi-
conductors at or near room temperature fall in the range 102 to 10~% ohm
cm; at the same temperature, metals have resistivities around 10~% ohm
cm, and insulators vary in resistivity from 10° to 10'® ohm em or higher.3
One of the distinguishing differences between metal conductors and semi-
conductors is the dependence of resistivity on purity. The resistivity of
a metal is decreased by purification, whereas the resistivity of a semi-
conductor is decreased by the addition of impurities.

The width of the forbidden region may vary from O electron volts
for a conducting metal to 10 electron volts for an insulator. For silicon,
a semiconductor, it is 1.2 electron volts. Pearson?® states that the
addition of 3 boron atoms for every 10,000 silicon atoms to a sample of
as pure silicon as is possible to prepare reduced the resistivity by a factor
of 500. The width AV of the forbidden region is related to the semi-

2 Torry and Whitmer, Crystal Rectifiers, pp. 4549, Radiation Laboratories Series,
MeGraw-Hill Book Co.

3G. L. Pearson, The Physics of Electronic Semiconductors, Trans. AIEE, 686,
209-214 (1947).
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conductor resistivity by the equation
p = AV (12-1a)

derived by Wilson,! where A is a quantity varying very slowly with
temperature, p is the resistivity in ohm centimeters, 7T is the temperature
in degrees Kelvin, and & is Boltzmann’s constant which is 8.69-1075
electron volts per degree. The value of AV may be determined from a
plot of In p against 1/7 which, at sufficiently high temperatures in which
conduction is intrinsie, is a straight line of slope AV/2k. Values of AV
given in Table 12-1 have been obtained in this manner.,

TaBLE 12-1
From G. L. Pearson 3

Material AV, electron volts
Diamond
Boron
Cllgo
Silicon
Germanium

[l VI |
b LI

6

The energy differences AV; and AV, for the n- and p-type extrinsic
semiconductors of Fig. 12-2 depend upon both the kinds and the amount
of impurity present in the crystal structure. These differences are found
to vary from 0.001 to 0.3 electron volts.

It has been shown # that the conductivity of a semiconductor con-
taining holes and electrons is given by the relation

v = e(Noge + Nipgn) (12-1b)

where v is the conductivity in mhos per centimeter, ¢ is the electronic
charge in coulombs, N, and N}, are, respectively, the electron and hole
concentrations per cubic centimeter, and g, and g, are, respectively, the
electron and hole mobilities in centimeters per second per volt per
centimeter.

The Hall effect has been of very great importance in the measurement
of constants such as those occurring in Eq. 12-1b. If a magnetic field
is applied in a direction perpendicular to the direction of flow of current
in a long thin semiconductor (or conductor), the charge carriers, both
electrons and holes, are crowded toward the same side of the semi-
conductor, and, as a result, a measurable voltage appears across the
transverse dimension of the semiconductor. By measuring n- or p-type

4+W. Shockley, Electrons and Holes in Semiconductors, Chaps. 1 and 8, D. Van
Nostrand Co. (1950).
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semiconductors at such temperatures that only one carrier type is in-
volved, Eq. 12-1b for an n-type semiconductor hecomes

v = eN.g. (12-1¢)

A similar equation results for p-type. Such equations, combined with
Hall-effect measurements and experimental determination of v, permit
the evaluation of both carrier concentration and mobility. Mobilities
determined by use of the Hall effect for germanium and for silicon are as
shown in Table 12-2.

TABLE 12-2
Semiconductor Mobility, em/sec per volt/cm
Material ge [1/3
Germanium 2600 (Hall mobility) 1700
3600 (Drift mobility) 1700
Silicon 300 100

12-3. Ilustrations of the Effect of Added Impurities

Studies of the crystal formation of germanium show that the atoms
are arranged 3 somewhat as shown by Fig. 12-3. Since the valence of Ge
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Fra. 12-3. Arrangement of atoms and electron-pair bonds in a erystal of pure
germanium.

is 4, each atom has a charge of +4 and is surrounded by 4 neighbors, ar-
ranged like the bases on a baseball diamond. The bonds between
neighbors are electron-pair bonds, since cach Ge atom contributes 4

8 William Shockley, Holes and Electrons, Physics Today, 8, 16-24 (Oct. 1950).
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electrons. This configuration is a stable one. All possible energy states
are occupied, and conduction is impossible unless the valence-bond
structure is altered. This may occur, either as a result of an increase
of temperature or by the absorption by an electron of a photon of energy.
In the case of pure Ge, an intrinsic semiconductor, this would require a
wavelength of

A = 12,400/0.76 = 16,300 A

or shorter. For example, visible light of wavelength A = 6000 A would
provide an energy of

Ver = 12,400/6000 = 2.06 electron-volts

which is more than adequate to transfer an electron across the forbidden
region and into the empty conduction band. In such an event, a hole-
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Fig. 12-4. Production of a hole-electron pair by absorption of a photon by an
electron of the middle atom of the array.

electron pair is created, with a hole in the filled band and an electron in
the empty band. This situation is illustrated by Fig. 12-4. The freed
electron is now free to move about through the crystal. Another electron
may be displaced from its position in the bonded structure and may
move into the hole left by the first clectron. One hole still remains, and
one free electron, but both have moved. There is accordingly a net
displacement. of the hole, which carries a charge of +e. The freed
electron tends to drift in a direction opposite to the direction of an
applied field. Similarly, a hole tends to drift in the direction of the field,
because a hole is a localized disturbance of the valence electrons. The
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motion of holes and electrons have been directly observed® in experi-
ments on transistor action. Thermal agitation of the crystal lattice
serves continually to break up electron-pair bonds with the formation
of hole-electron pairs, but the reverse process is equally rapid so that, at
room temperature, a balance is reached such that the concentration of
holes and electrons is sufficient to provide, for germanium, a resistivity
of 60 ohm cm. This is the phenomenon of hole-electron conduction in
equal concentrations characteristic of intrinsic semiconductors.

— —_— — Donated
electron

\ Sonor

impurity

F1a. 12-5. Production of an n-type Ge semiconductor by the addition of a donor
impurity of valence 5.

The extrinsic semiconductor may be similarly explained. For example,
if the middle germanium atom in the array of Fig. 12-3 is replaced by an
impurity atom of valence 5, for example antimony, the semiconductor
becomes n-type, since the extra valence electron brought in by the
antimony has no place to go and at temperatures above 0° K wanders
around the erystal in the conduction band ready for acceleration by an
electric field. This state of affairs is illustrated by Fig. 12-5. Similarly,
if the middle germanium atom of Fig. 12-3 is replaced by a gallium atom
of valence 3, p-type germanium results. The gallium atom accepts an
electron in addition to its own three and becomes a negative ion at the
expense of an electron from the electron-pair bond of a Ge atom. The
result is a hole, as illustrated by Fig. 12-6.
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It is interesting to note that, if donors and acceptors are installed in the
Ge crystal lattice in equal numbers, the resulting conductivity is the same
approximately as though neither were present. The explanation is that
the electrons supplied by the donors combine with the holes produced
by the acceptors such that the equilibrium concentration of holes and
electrons is the same as that occurring as a result of thermal agitation in
pure Ge.

Stolen !
result, positive hole

\— Acceptor

impurity

F1a. 12-6. Production of a p-type Ge semiconductor by the addition of an acceptor
impurity of valence 3.

12-4. Boundary-Layer Effects in Semiconductors

The experimental fact that a metal in contact with a semiconductor
can be used as a rectifier has had great commereial importance in supply-
ing erystal rectifiers and detectors in many communication applications.
The theory of point contact rectification as presently developed & re-
quires the presence of a barrier layer of space charge in the semiconductor
adjacent to the metal contact. The space-charge layer in n-type ger-
manium is believed to result from positively ionized donor atoms bound
in the surface layers from which the released electrons have been drained
away, leaving the positive charge unneutralized. Donor ion space
charge is neutralized by conduction electron space charge in the interior

¢J. Bardeen and W. H. Brattain, Physical Principles Involved in Transistor Ac-
tion, BSTJ, 28, 239 (Apr. 1949).
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of the material where the concentrations are equal. There is evidence
that the barrier layer occurs at the surface in both silicon and germanium
and that it is independent of the metal contact. A potential-energy-
level diagram for a metal-semiconductor contact is curved at the bound-
ary, as shown in Fig. 12-7, because of the space-charge layer. The
height of the conduction band rises with respect to the Fermi level as the

Conduction band

<— p-type—>4<—— n-type —————

Fermi level

Metal

J
l
I
l
I
|
|

Boundary ——~ 7

7
Filled band 00
semiconductor

Fia. 12-7. Energy-level diagram at a contact surface between a metal and a semi-
conductor.

surface is approached, and there is an indicated inversion from n- to p-
type. Itis believed that electrons trapped in surface states on the semi-
conductor compensate the surface-charge layer. The theory indicates
that the barrier layer is about 10™* ¢m in thickness.

For n-type germanium, a forward voltage is such that the germanium
is negative, the metal point contact positive. Such a voltage reduces the
thickness of the barrier layer and produces relatively large current flow
across the metal-semiconductor contact. A reverse voltage increases the
thickness of the barrier layer, so that current flow is reduced and recti-
fying action results. A typical diode characteristic for high-back-
voltage n-type germanium is shown in Fig. 12-8. The battery polarities
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corresponding to the forward and backward directions are also in-
dicated.

A frequently given explanation of the rectification at a metal-semi-
conductor contact is based upon the raising or lowering of energy levels
in the semiconductor by the applied voltage. For n-type germanium,
the levels are raised by a voltage in the forward direction in which the
germanium is negative with respect to the metal point contact. The

]
%  Ge Metal point
= [semiconductor contact

@®
I

5 Forward direction,

scale, milliamperes,
about 7 ma at 1 volt

Non-rectifying
metal base

10

_ 4|0 _2[0 )z I1 2 V, volts

- 20+

- 40

A
zZ RO
Backward direction,

+hl= scale, microamperes,
|I about 2 ua at — 1 volt,
36 ua at — 30 volts  ua

Fra. 12-8. Diode characteristic for high-back-voltage n~type germanium.

barrier to electron flow from germanium to metal is thereby reduced,
while the barrier from metal to germanium remains the same. In the
backward direction with the germanium positive, the levels of energy in
the semiconductor are lowered, which raises the barrier and reduces the
electron flow from semiconductor to metal.

12-5. The Transistor ¢

In its earliest form, the transistor consisted of a point-contact rectifier
similar to those shown in Fig. 12-8 except that two metal point contacts
instead of one were used. One of the point contacts, called the emitter,
is biased slightly in the forward or highly conducting direction. The
other, called the collector, is biased heavily in the backward or low-
conducting direction. The third electrode is a large, nonrectifying
contact to a large surface of the semiconductor and is called the base.
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The arrangement of the type-A transistor is shown in Fig. 12-9 as a
four-terminal network with emitter base as input terminals and collector
base as output terminals. If the current source a-c signal generator and
load are connected as indicated in Fig. 12-9, the transistor can be used
as an amplifier.

The germanium semiconductor used in the type-A transistor is n-type.
Its resistivity is of the order of 10 ohm cm, and its material is the same
as that used in high-back-voltage germanium rectifiers. The contacts
are made from phosphor bronze, are wedge-shaped, and cover an area
of approximately 10~® em?® each. The point contacts are located with
separations varying from 0.005 to 0.025 cm.

I I

—_— ——

EmitterI [ Colector

Ge block R,
+ I |- IBase\ +’I |—
) ¥ I
Signal a-¢ Transistor Load
generator 4-pole resistance

Fig. 12-9. The type-A transistor.

Transistor action consists of the control of the magnitude of collector
current by controlling the magnitude of the emitter current. The emitter
current consists of holes flowing into the semiconductor, and the collector
current of electrons flowing out of the semiconductor. The collector-
current change resulting from a change in emitter current may be larger
than the change in emitter current.

12-6. Performance Data Comparison, Transistors and Vacuum Tubes

The transistor, as a system component, compares favorably in many
respects with vacuum tubes and is superior with regard to low operating
temperature (no heater power), space requirements, resistance to shock
and vibration. Limitations on transistor application are due to low
power and temperature ratings and low upper-frequency limits. The
upper-temperature limit at this writing is about 80° C. The comparison’
in Table 12-3 between vacuum tube and transistor affords an indication
of the tremendous possibilities inherent in the use of transistors for CW
transmission application. The best transistors available in October 1951
are used in the comparison.

7 Data obtained from oral presentation by J. A. Morton to a joint meeting of
Columbus sections of IRE and AIEE, Oct. 30, 1951, and available in The Transistor,
a compilation of selected reference material prepared by the Bell Telephone Labs.
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TasLe 12-3. Data CoMmrarisoN, TUBES AND TRANSISTORS

Figure of Merit

Amplification
Gain per stage
Noise figure

Operating frequency range

Power output
Class-A efficiency
Class-B efficiency
Generation
Frequency range
Efficiency
Power output
Other ratings
Heater power
Plate dissipation

Total power dissipation

Space required
Developmental age

Vacuum Tube

20-40 db
0-30 db
0-60,000 Mc
0 to kilowatts
359,

799%

0-60,000 Me¢
60-70%
0-100 kw

25 mw-1 watt
25 mw-1 watt
50 mw-2 watts

0.125-1.0 cu in.
40 years

Transistor

20-40 db

10-50 db at 1 ke
0-30 Mec

0-2 watts
35-499,

>809%

0-300 Mec
>709,
0-10 watts

0

Type A, 4-50 mw
Junection, 1-100 uw
0.0005-0.02 cu in.
3 years

Upper temperature limit >200°C 80°C

12-7. Static Characteristics of the Type-A Transistor 8

In beginning the circuit theory of the transistor, it seems desirable to
utilize as far as possible the techniques that have been found useful in
vacuum-tube circuit theory. It is soon found to be impossible, however,
to depend upon one-to-one comparisons or analogies. For example, the
vacuum tube requires fixed-voltage supplies which desirably are regu-
lated and which present negligible internal impedance. The vacuum
tube is short-circuit stable, whereas just the reverse is true of type-A
transistors, which need current sources of high impedance as power
supplies. In the case of vacuum tubes, the fundamental functional
relations are written for currents with voltages as independent variables

as ie = Folee, eb) (12-2)
1y = Fylec, ep) (12-3)

which may be represented by the several well-known sets of static
characteristics. The transistor, however, is a current-controlled device,
and its static characteristics are better expressed by the relations

ve = F1 (G, 1) (12-4)
ve = Fy(ie, 1c) (12-5)

where the independent variables 7, and ¢, are, respectively, the total
8 R. M. Ryder, The Type A Transistor, Bell Laboratories Record (Mar. 1949).



428

CIRCUIT THEORY OF TRANSISTORS

Ch. 12

values of emitter and collector current, and », and v, are the correspond-
ing values of emitter and collector voltages measured relative to the base.
There are, then, six possible sets of curves depicting the voltage-current

V. in volts

V. in volts

F1a. 12-10. Four sets of static characteristics for the type-A transistor.

relationships of the transistor.
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12-10. They have been designated as follows:

Four of these have been shown in Fig.

ve = f1(2.), 1. constant, the input characteristics

ve = fa(i,), 1, constant, the feedback characteristics

v = f3(7.), i, constant, the forward characteristics

ve = fa(i;), ¢, constant, the output characteristics
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12-8. Equivalent Circuits of the Grounded-Base Transistor

The transistor, considered as a four-pole, may be accurately deseribed
circuitwise by the following linear approximations, provided the varia-
tions of the currents from values at quiescence are small:

v, | e |

Ay, = — A, + — Af, (12-6)
91, 01
dv, | ove |

Avc = - Ale + b Alc (12-7)
0%, 01,

The terms involved in Eqgs. 12-6 and 12-7 may be defined in a manner
entirely analogous to that used for vacuum tubes in Chapter 1. The

resistances
v, Ve N, v,

Ty = Tig = T To1r = reg = —  (12-8)
Ze d1¢ Te Te
are the slopes of the appropriate static characteristics in the vicinity
of an operating point. The differences

Av,, Av,, A, Al (12-9)

may be defined as instantanecous a-c values of the respective voltages and
currents. A convenient set of equations applicable for small signals in
any frequency range and for any linear network apply very well to the
transistor. These are

Vi = I211 + Lsze (12-10)

Vo = L i291 + Is2ps (12-11)

in which subscript 1 refers to the input terminals, subscript 2 to the
output terminals of the four-pole. The currents and voltages are effec-
tive sinusoidal components and the z’s are the open-circuit driving-point

Iy Iy

Zg 29 299 A .

% lVl@ % % lv ® %Z
Eg1 112212 TIIZZI

Generator Load

Fi1a. 12-11. Equivalent a-¢ circuit of a transistor according to Eqs. 12-10 and 12-11.

input, feedback, transfer, and output impedances at the specified fre-
quency.

An equivalent circuit for the transistor may be obtained from Egs.
12-10 and 12-11 and is shown in Fig. 12-11. In relation to the circuit
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of Fig. 12-9, which may be described as the grounded base circuit, I is
equivalent to I, I to I,; at low enough frequencies, z;; = 11, 212 = 719,
291 = Tg1, and Zyy = 7oy, as already defined from the slope of the static
characteristics.

With the load connected, the input impedance of the circuit of Fig.
12-11 as obtained from Eq. 12-10 is

Zn = Vi/I1 = 211 + (Io/I1)212 (12-12)

From Fig. 12-11, Vy = ~IyZ1, and from Eq. 12-11,
I/Iy = —21/ (222 + Z1) (12-13)
Therefore, 711 = 211 — 219221/ (200 + Z1) . (12-14)

In a similar manner, the impedance at the output terminals of Fig. 12-11
with the generator impedance Z, connected across the input terminals is

Zgyo = 299 — 219291/ (211 + Zy) (12-15)

An equivalent circuit with only one voltage generator instead of the
two shown in Fig. 12-11 may be obtained by algebraic manipulation of
Eqgs. 12-10 and 12-11 and reinterpretation of the result. Thus, Eq.
12-10 may be written as

Vi = ILi(enn — 212) + (11 + I2)21e
and Eq. 12-11 as
Ve = Ii(zo1 — 212) + I2(222 — 212) + (1 + I2)2r2
which reduce identically to Eqgs. 12-10 and 12-11. However, if

zu — 212 = Ze (12-16)

212 = Zy (12-17)

291 — 212 = Zny (12-18)

and 2900 — 212 = Z, (12-19)
then Vi=0$LZ.+ (I + I5)Z, (12-20)
and Vo= 11Z,, + I[.Z, + (I + I3)Zs (12-21)

From these equations, a somewhat more useful equivalent circuit may
be derived and is shown by Fig. 12-12 just below the schematic circuit
of the transistor. It should be noted that the new circuit conveniently
permits the lumping of the emitter, collector, and base impedances in
corresponding legs of the T section.
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The transistor impedances 211, 212, 221, and 2z are measured by use of
a high-impedance a-c¢ generator providing a small, known alternating
current in the audio range. A high-impedance vacuum-tube voltmeter
may be used to read the voltages. The necessary readings are indicated
by Eqs. 12-10 and 12-11, where open civcuit at either output or input

E C
\._/ Schematic

circuit

Equivalent circuit

Fi1g. 12-12.  Another equivalent a-c circuit for the transistor.

terminals is assumed. The voltmeter impedance must be sufficiently
high. Some average values obtained ? in this way for the type-A tran-
sistor grounded-base amplifier are the following:

D-c operating point [, = 0.6 ma, ve = 0.7 volts
I, = —2ma, v, = —40 volts
211 = 530 ohms, 291 = 34,000 ohms
212 = 290 ohms, 290 = 19,000 ohms

Zo =71, = 211 — 212 = 240 ohms
Ly, =71, = 295 — 212 =¢ 19,000 ohms
Zim = T, = 291 — 212 =< 34,000 ohms
Zy =1y = 212 = 290 ohms

A variation on the equivalent circuit of Fig. 12-12 is possible by
converting the voltage generator Z,,7; to an equivalent-current generator
of shunt impedance Z. and generated current (Z,,/Z.;)I; = al;. The
ratio a should be regarded as the ratio of the generated current of the

*R. M. Ryder and R. J. Kircher, BSTJ, 28, 367-400 (July, 1949).
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indicated current-source generator to the emitter current. The modified
circuit is shown in Fig. 12-13.

A condition necessary for the stability of an amplifier circuit is that
the circuit determinant of the system of equations must be positive.

Fra. 12-13. Modification of the equivalent circuit of Fig. 12-12; a = Z,,/Z..

The circuit determinant as obtained from Fig. 12-11 is
A = (11 + Zg) (220 + Z1) — 212221 (12-22)

Figure 12-14 shows the transistor equivalent circuit of Fig. 12-13 con-
nected as an amplifier. As the given data show, the emitter, collector,
and base impedances are resistances in the audio range. The analogous
vacuum-tube circuit is the grounded-grid circuit which has been drawn
on the same figure for comparison. The circuit equations are

E,=1L(R, +r,+r) + Lrs (12-23)
0= ILi(re + ary) + Io(re + R + 74) (12-24)
the system determinant may be simplified by use of

R, =By + 7, (12-25)
are = Ty (12-26)
B, =r.+ R, (12-27)

and is A= (B, + re)([Be 4 7rp) ~ r(rs + )
= R.R. + R,ry + reRe — ryra, (12-28)

For stability, then,
ReRc + Rerb + rbRc > Tol'm
or R./ry + R,/R, + 1 > r,,/R, (12-29)

The inequality will certainly be satisfied for r, = 0 or for positive values
of rp provided R, is large enough and r,, small enough. It may be seen
from this that the amplifier stability characteristic is improved by the
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insertion of high resistances in emitter and collector circuits, but not in
the base circuit. The feedback impedance is in the base circuit, and a
low value of this impedance is important for amplifier stability.

;.

R;

Transistor grounded-base amplifier
Equivalent a-c circuit

Fra. 12-14. Transistor-amplifier grounded-base eircuit and tube analogy.

The input and output impedances of the amplifier of Fig. 12-14 follow
directly from Eqs. 12-14 and 12-15 with substitution of the appropriate
relations between the 2’s and the r’s. The operating power gain, defined
as the ratio of the power output to the power available from the driving
generator, is easily derived from the equivalent circuit and has been left
as a problem exercise. The derivation of an expression for insertion
power gain, which is the ratio of the power output to the power that
would be delivered to Bz by the driving generator if directly connected
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to Rz, has likewise been left as a problem exercise. The operating power
gain for the amplifier of Fig. 12-14, G,, is given by

Go = 4‘RgRL[_ (rb + Tm)/A]z (12—30)
and the insertion power gain by
G; = (Rg + Rp)*[—(rs + rm)/ AP (12-31)

12-9. The Grounded-Emitter Type-A Transistor Amplifier

The analogy between grounded-base transistor and grounded-grid
tube leads to the search for other analogies. If the analogy is completed,
the emitter becomes analogous to the tube cathode, and the collector is
analogous to the tube plate. The grounded-emitter circuit is found to
have high input and output impedance and provides a phase reversal
between input and output provided the quantity ¢ = 1. These are the
attributes of the grounded-cathode tube, and the analogy is close.
However, if a > 1, sufficient feedback exists to spoil the analogy to
quite an extent. In fact, the output impedance on open circuit is usually
negative. Resistance added to the collector lead may be required to
provide stability by reducing a to a value of unity.

The grounded-emitter connection is shown in Fig. 12-15. The ar-
rangement of battery sources will require further discussion. The
direction of the emitter current I, of the equivalent cireuit should be
noted and is taken in the same direction as in the original equivalent
circuit. Since

Io=—(I+ I
the circuit mesh equations are
By = IRy + o + 1) + Lore (12-32)
0 = Iy + Is(re + e + Ri) + Iyr.
= Ii(re — ) + Io(re + re + R — 1) (12-33)

The determinant of the system of equations is
A= (R, F+re+ro)lre+re+ B — 1) — 1e(re — 1) (12-34)

An application of the fundamental definitions of 21, 219, 201, and z;,, to
the equivalent circuit of Fig. 12-15 shows that

211 = T + Tes 12 = ( (12-35)
Ro1 = Te — T, 12 =0 (12-36)
219 = T¢, Il =0 (12-37)

Zog = To - To — Ty, I,=0 (12-38)
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Then the general four-pole equations 12-14 and 12-15 for the input and
output impedances give

Ry =rp+ 71— relre = ) (12-39)
Te + Te — Th + RL

and Rog = 10 7y — 7y — e 2 T) (12-40)
Ty + Te + Rg

The same relations may be obtained by direct solution for V,/I;, and
for Vs/I; with the generator-replaced by its internal impedance.

AIF——l

Circuit of the grounded-emitter type-A transistor

?L

AF—x—IF

Grounded cathode, analogous tube amplifier

—_— Iy Ie

Equivalent a-c circuit of the transistor

Fia. 12-15. Circuit, tube analogy, and equivalent circuit of the grounded-emitter,
type-4 transistor amplifier.



436 CIRCUIT THEORY OF TRANSISTORS Ch. 12

Application of the definition of operating power gain to the equivalent
circuit of Fig. 12-15 shows that

Gs = 4RRL[(rn — o)/ AP (12-41)

If a generator of resistance R, and generated voltage E;, were connected
at the emitter-collector terminals, and a load resistance R were then
connected to the base-emitter terminals, an operating power gain may be
derived for this reverse direction and is '

G, = 4R R,(r./A)? (12-42)

The properties of the grounded-emitter amplifier as compared with
those of the grounded-base circuit are brought out in the solutions to
problems 12-10 and 12-13.

12-10. The Grounded-Collector Type-A Transistor Amplifier

Only one tube-connection analogy remains. This is the grounded-
plate or cathode follower circuit; the remaining transistor arrangement is
grounded collector. The circuit is drawn in Fig. 12-16. It seems desir-
able to postpone the question of biasing until a later section and to focus
attention on the a-c equivalent circuit. Therefore, batteries have not
been shown in the transistor circuit of Fig. 12-16.

The analogy between grounded-collector and grounded-plate circuits
is fairly close, according to Ryder and Kircher,® provided again that
a = 1. Thus, the grounded-collector transistor circuit is found to have
high input and low output impedances, and zero phase shift between
input and output cireuits. However, it is found ? that, as @ exceeds
unity, the grounded-collector transistor becomes bilateral and, at ¢ = 2,
provides equal operating gains in each direction! For a > 2, trans-
mission gain in the direction 2 to 1 exceeds that from 1 to 2 (Fig. 12-16),
and a phase inversion occurs 2 to 1 with no phase reversal 1 to 2. Since
the device will, under suitable conditions, amplify in either direction, a
generator of voltage Er, internal impedance By, has been connected at
2 to provide for the calculations of the 2-to-1 operating power gain, etc.

According to Fig. 12-16, the mesh equations are

E, =L{Rg+ry+re) + In(re — ) (12-43)
and Ep =Iir.+ [2(RL +ret+r.— Tm) (12'44)
The system determinant is

A= Ry +ro+r)RBL+ 71+ 70 — 1) — 1e(re — 1) (12-45)
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Eg| fE:

Grounded-~collector type-A circuit,
batteries omitted

L

Tube analogy — grounded plate or cathode follower

]

A MM
EgT l m 1o TEL

H

Equivalent a-c circuit
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Fie. 12-16. Grounded-collector amplifier circuit of the type-4 transistor, and

grounded-plate tube analogy.

The four-pole open-circuit parameters are:

21y =7+ 7o, with I, =0
291 = T¢y with [2 =0
210 = Te — Ty with I; =0

200 =7¢ +7c — 1w, with I; =0

(12-46)
(12-47)
(12-48)
(12-49)
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Then, the input impedances at 1 and at 2 are, respectively,

Ryy=rp+re — relre = 1) (12-50)
Te + 70 — rm 4+ EL
and Rog = 1o+ 1¢ — 1 — M (12-51)
Ty + 1. + Ry
The forward 1-to-2 operating p<;wer gain (generator Ey, removed) is
G = 2F2 _4p g (- ff>2 (12-52)
Ej2/4R, A

and similarly the backward 2-to-1 operating power gain is
Goy = 4RLRy[— (re — rm)/AP
= 4R R [—r.(1 — a)/A)®
= (1 — a)%Gy (12-53)

It may be seen from Eq. 12-53 that, as stated before, if a = 2, Gy, = Gys.

Calculation of the operating characteristics of a grounded-collector
amplifier has been assigned as a problem.

The analogy between the various tube and transistor circuit con-
nections has been shown to be close, provided the quantity a = r,/r.
= 1. In cases where a > 1, the analogy breaks down, and, in some
cases, the transistor circuit performs easily functions that would be
impossible for a single vacuum tube.

12-11. Frequency Characteristics of the Type-A Transistor

The equivalent T circuit of resistances 7., 75, and 7, is remarkably
constant with frequency. Although a small amount of capacitance is
found in the collector circuit (chargeable to leads, wiring, and eylindrical
case of the unit), capacitance effects are relatively unimportant in
setting the upper frequency limit of usefulness of the type-A transistor.
The important limitation seems to be the carrier transit time. The
important factor which reduces the power gain with increasing frequency
has as yet not been adequately defined, but is analogous to the voltage
amplification factor u of vacuum-tube triodes. This quantity, «, is a
current amplification factor which is very nearly the same as the quantity
a = T/ already defined.

The definition of a proceeds exactly as does that of u for vacuum
triodes. The functional relation (Eq. 12-5) is

ve = fal(le, %)
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If small changes in 7, and 7, are made, the resulting change in v, is given
by

1, 0%

If the small changes di, and di, are properly proportioned, then no change
in the magnitude of v, will occur. Sinee v, remains constant, dv, = 0,

and
di, d7, e/ I,
dle »e constant ale (avc/azc)

which defines the current amplification factor. The reason for the minus
sign is that the slope of the characteristic 7, = f(i,), with v, constant is
negative. Since

a = —di./0, (12-55a)

a is positive. This point can be made clear by sketching a typical curve,
which has been done in Fig. 12-17 by taking one point at v, = —20 volts
from each of the output characteristics of Fig. 12-10. From Eq. 12-54,

o = 291/290 = T91/T22 (12-55b)

as defined by Eq. 12-8. The type-A transistor values previously used
were ry; = 34,000 ohms, ry3 = 19,000 ochms. Thus « = 1.76 as com-
pared with the value of 1.87 obtained by transferring points from the
graph of output characteristics (Fig. 12-10). Since

Tm, 221 — 212 34,000 — 290

Te Zo9 — %12 19,000 — 200

there is very little difference in this case between a and «.
The insertion power gain of the grounded-base amplifier is given by
the gencral four-pole formulas

Ze 4 Z)2e; 12
G; = ‘ (g + Z1)en (12-56)
A
where A= (211 + Zo)(eo2 + Z1,) — 219221

Because of the difficulty of obtaining a load resistance R which would
be both constant over a wide frequency range and large compared with
the collector resistance, a small resistance of 75 ohms constant over a
wide range of frequency, has been used ? to terminate the grounded-base
transistor amplifier in frequency tests. Then, for the typical values
used, with a constant-current generator of large Z, = R,, A = (530 +
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R,)(19,000 4 75) — 290(34,000) =2 Rgzss for high enough R;. Thus

2
Rg221

6 =~ 1 _ (12-57)

RgZZQ

for the conditions specified. Curves of current amplification factor
a as a function of frequency and with collector voltage constant for

05—
| | | | | |
0.25 0.5 0.75 1.0 1.25 1.50
1o, milliamperes
=051
Ai
a o= — ==
g"l‘o - [ftfs —=27)] _ 14
£ == —{o-o25 - o75 - 87
E-15—
20—
_________ ve = =20 volts
-30—
-35

Fic. 12-17. Constant collector-voltage characteristic for a type-4 transistor, and
the current amplification factor c.

the low Ry, high R, condition have been obtained by measurement ? and
are shown in Fig. 12-18. The cutoff frequency is defined as the frequency
for which o has been reduced to one-half its value at low frequency.
Statistical variation experienced in cutoff frequency of type-A tran-
sistors is tabulated in Table 12-4. Both n-type and p-type germanium
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Fig. 12-18. Experimentally determined curves of « versus frequency.® (Obtained
from curves presented by reference 9, with permission).

TasLe 12-4. SratsticaL Curorr FreEQUENCY DaTa *

Per Cent Having Cutoff
as Good as f.

Sor n-Type p-Type
Me per see Ge (ie
1 98 100
2 90 99
4 74 94
6 61 36
8 47 75
10 35 63
12 23 51
14 . 37

* Obtained from curves presented by reference 9.
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are represented, and the p-type is superior because of greater mobility
of the control-(emitter) current carriers which are electrons for p-type
Ge. It is found that the cutoff frequency increases with collector
voltage and is approximately proportional to collector voltage. It
should be remembered that the rapid progress in transistor research and
development has, even at the time of this writing, rendered the data of
this section more or less obsolete. Any evaluation of the capabilities of
transistors for immediate use should utilize the most recent available
information. To a large extent, the most important function of this
chapter is to present principles of circuit analysis rather than data about
transistors.

12-12. Type-A Transistor Amplifiers in Cascade

It is possible to connect any one of the transistor connections pre-
viously discussed with any other one in the same multistage amplifier,
so that a number of available arrangements exist. Grounded-base

[} i

y )

: |

i |

i | R

- + i - + ! - %L

i 1

: |

| :

TT

Fre. 12-19. A three-stage, transformer-coupled grounded-base transistor amplifier
using type-A transistors.

cascade stages using type-A transistors will provide about 5 db of in-
sertion power gain per stage with feedback neglected and with direct
coupling between stages. Transformer-coupled stages, as shown in
Fig. 12-19, will provide around 15 to 20 db of power gain per stage.
Some mismatch between stages may be required in the interests of
stability.

It is possible to use the grounded-base transistors directly connected
in a multistage amplifier. Analysis is simple provided the feedback
resistance 75 = 7} is neglected. An equivalent circuit for the indicated
stage (Fig. 12-20) will be analyzed. This stage represents any stage of
the amplifier, so that E,” and R,” are not the voltage and impedance of
an external driving generator, but are the voltage and internal impedance
of the generator equivalent of the preceding stage. Similarly, B1’ is the
impedance of the following stage. These impedances may be termed
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iterative impedances, since in a cascade arrangement of four-poles an
impedance terminating any given selected four-pole which replaces the
continued cascade of remaining four-poles will allow them to be removed
without alteration of the impedance property at the input to the cascade,
If the base resistance r, = ri, is neglected in the circuit of Fig. 12-20,
then the iterative impedance R," would be r33 since an impedance and
generator identical with that on the right side of Fig. 12-20 has been

W/

22
m

b

Iyry,

Fig. 12-20. Equivalent circuit of one stage of a multistage grounded-base amplifier.

replaced at the left by B,” and E,. Similarly, Ry = r1. The mesh
equations are:

E) = LR 4 r11) + Iorie

(12-58)
0 = Iiryy, + Io(res + RL)
The circuit determinant is
A= (R, + ri1)(rae + R1") — 712191
= (raz + r11)(ree + r11) (12-59)

with the iterative impedances inserted and r;5 = 0. Thus the insertion
power gain becomes

1 E. A. Guillemin, Communication Networks, Vol. II, p. 166, John Wiley & Sons.
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2Ry’
[E/(R¢ + RLOPRY

G; =
—~T21 ]2

_ 2

= (ry1 =+ r22) I:(m ¥ o)
—Tro1 2 o?

[ ] - (1 + r11/re0)? (12-60)

r11 + 722

The equivalent circuit of a typical stage of the transformer-coupled
amplifier of Fig. 12-19 is shown in Fig. 12-21. First, the transistor and

the transformer are represented in Fig. 12-21a as two four-poles in cas-
cade; second, these two four-poles are combined into one four-pole in the
I, 4

2!

(a) Circuit with two 4-poles in cascade: the transistor,
1-2 to 1'-2’, and the ideal transformer, 1'-2’ to 3-4

(b) Combination of the two 4-poles into single 4~ poles
Equivalent circuit of one stage of Fig. 12-19 and reduction to a single
4-pole.

Fia. 12-21.
Consider the over-all four-pole 1-2 to 3-4, and

following manner.
assume the transformer to be ideal. Then, 21y, 219, 201, and 255 are the
parameters of the over-all four-pole, and the fundamental definitions
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may be applied with first /, = 0, then /; = 0 to determine the over-all
parameters. The results are:

2 = 2

(12-61)
221 = 221'/n
212 = 219'/n

(12-62)

_ ’ 2
229 = 229'/n

These are shown on the resulting four-pole (Fig. 12-216). The turns
ratio of the transformer is n. Again, for simplicity, the impedance z;5’
= ripis neglected. Thus, the iterative impedances obtained by inspection
of Fig. 12-21 are

RL, = 2111 =T (12-63)

and R,

Il

209’ /n® = ro/n? (12-64)

The ecircuit equations may be written from Fig. 12-21 whence, with
r12 = 0, the circuit determinant reduces to

A = (11 + r92/n%)? (12-65)

The insertion power gain is

o L*Ry _ I2(ryy + rag/n®)?
i [E’glz/(Rgl + RL’)2]RLI Egl2
_ 2
- (#) (12-66)
r11 + ro2/n

It is possible to maximize G; by proper choice of n. Typical computa-
tions are suggested in the problems.

The grounded-cathode cascade for vacuum tubes is especially desirable
for high-gain amplifiers, and it might be expected that a grounded-
emitter cascade would be desirable for high-gain transistor amplifiers.
This is true provided precautions are taken to ensure stabilization,
which may be accomplished if ¢ = (r,/7,) is made equal to unity. The
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circuit of Fig. 12-22 shows such an arrangement ® in which a resistance
R, has been added to the collector such that ¢ =2 1.

Fra. 12-22. Grounded-emitter cascade, with stabilizing resistance Ry &2 rm — 70,
and equivalent gircuit of one stage.

The analysis of Fig. 12-22 is carried out in the usual manner. For
convenience, let

R.=r.+ R,
Then, E,)/ = (B;+rp+ ro)ly + 7l (12-67)
0= (re — 1)1+ (B; +7c+ B — r)l2 (12-68)
and A= Ry+ro+r)Ro+ 7o+ R — 1) — 7o(rs — )

(12-69)

Now, in case the feedback impedance 7, is neglected, there results, with
r, = 0, the iterative impedance requirements

Ry =r (12-70)

and, since the internal impedance of the equivalent generator of the
collector arm is 7, + Rg — 7,

R/ =r.+Ry—rpy=R, — 1o (12-71)
Then A= (R; — 7 + 73)2 (12-72)
and G; = rm2/A (12-73)

The behavior of this cascade stage is considered in problems 12-17 and
12-18.
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An example of noniterative coupling is given by Fig. 12-23 for which
the tube analog is a grounded grid followed by a cathode follower.
Such a combination ? has been used to match and feed a 600-ohm line
with G; of 16 db and bandwidth about 1 Mc. Another application

.__fi_x- -/_9_ e

By By Ca

F1e. 12-23. Grounded-base, grounded-collector eascade.

involved a 75-ohm coaxial line and provided a value of G; of 20 db over
the video band of 100 eps to 3.5 Mec.

It has been shown that the grounded-collector stage provides a
usable amplification in the reverse direction. This may be utilized as

Fia. 12-24. Grounded-emitter, with reversed grounded-collector cascade.

shown in Fig. 12-24 which provides a higher power-output level since
the output electrodes involve the base and collector terminals. Sta-
bilization is accomplished by insertion of a resistor in the emitter lead of
the first stage.

12-13. The Type-A Transistor Power Stage
Analysis of the large signal properties of the transistor depends upon
the use of the static characteristics as in the case of vacuum tubes.
The static characteristics are useful, also, in circuit design for maximum
power output with minimum distortion. The output characteristics of a
type-A power transistor are shown in Fig. 12-25, along with a grounded-
base ecircuit considered as a power stage. According to the circuit
(Fig. 12-25)
—Ey = V. + I.EL (12-74)

which is the equation of the load line on the (—V,, —I.) characteristic
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sheet. Thus, the intercepts of the load line are given by

l. =0, V.= —Hpp volts

V=0, I, = —Eyw/Rr amp

If the small-signal operating point be specified as (—Zc, — Vo), and
the load resistance as Kz, then the necessary voltage of the collector

I, colfector current, milliamperes
—-28 =24 20 -16 =12 -8 -4 0

! =y '77/'/ “Y i
pid d
//\?9 ,/ / // // / -8
STl 117 e
[ JAN
/ 24
o | [T
P
yERARY 3
/ 2 / !l —ag ™
~56
&
{(}/ Z -64
U 72

Fia. 12-25. Output characteristies for a type-4 power transistor. (Courtesy Bell
Telephone Laboratories)

voltage source is given by Eq. 12-74, and the load line may be drawn
through the operating point in a manner completely analogous to that
used for vacuum tubes.

12-14. The n-p~n Junction Transistor

The theoretical work of Shockley 1 on the potential distribution and
rectification of junctions between p- and n-type germanium has led to
the n—p—n junction transistor, a truly amazing device. The behavior *
of transistors built in accordance with Shockley’s theory has been found

1 W, Shockley, The Theory of p—» Junctions in Semiconductors and p—= Junction
Transistors, BSTJ, 28, 435-489 (July 1949).

12 W, Shockley, M. Sparks, and G. K. Teal, p—n Transistors, Phys. Rev., 83, 151
(1951).
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to be in excellent agreement with the theory. As Shockley ! has stated,
‘“the p—n—p transistor has the interesting feature of being calculable to a
high degree.”

The circuit behavior of the junction transistor will be of primary
interest here rather than the physical theory which is absorbingly
interesting but quite demanding of an extensive background in theory
of solid-state physics for its complete appreciation. The circuit behavior
has been clearly described by Wallace and Pietenpol ¥ whose paper is
the source of most of the material to be presented in the following pages.

/

p-type layer of Ge

1, IA Emitter n-type n-type Collector
r\— N Ge Ge  —
I, I
| v
Base

Fie. 12-26. The n—p—n junction transistor.

The n—p-n junction transistor consists of a tiny bar of germanium in
which a thin layer of p-type germanium is interposed between much
thicker regions of n-type. Ohmic or nonrectifying connections are made
to the three regions of the germanium, and contact “cats-whisker” types
of emitter and collector as used for type-A transistors are unnecessary.
A schematic diagram of the n—p-n transistor is shown in Fig. 12-26. It
may be observed that emitter and collector are symmetrically located
with respect to the p-type layer. As shown by Shockley,!! the junction
between p- and n-type germanium may behave as an emitter. The
entire assembly may be enclosed in a hard plastic bead of about 3{g
inch in diameter or smaller, with connections brought out as wire ter-
minals. The p layer may be less than 0.001 inch thick, The n-p-n
transistor, in contrast with the type A, has complete freedom from
short-circuit instability and has positive input impedances, regardless
of the connection as grounded base, grounded emitter, or grounded
collector. It will provide 40 to 50 db of power gain per stage and operates
at class-A efficiencies of 48 or 49 per cent out of a possible 50 per cent.
In addition to its small size, the n—p—n junction transistor is extremely
rugged, relatively free from microphonies, and has a noise figure in the
range 10 to 20 db compared with 60 db for the type A. Probably the

13 R. L. Wallace, Jr., and W. J. Pietenpol, Some Circuit Properties and Applications
of n—p-n Transistors, BSTJ, 30, 530-563 (July 1951).



450 CIRCUIT THEORY OF TRANSISTORS Ch. 12

most striking property of this transistor is its required operating power
consumption which is as low as 0.6 microwatt needed from a power
supply in order to operate as an audio amplifier. This should be con-
trasted with the power requirements for heaters alone of the smallest
miniature vacuum tubes. Two of the most serious limitations of n—p—n
junction-type as well as of the type-A transistor are the low upper limits
of operating frequency and temperature. These are mentioned in the
tabulation of transistor properties given earlier.

12-15. Static Characteristics of the n-=p—n Transistor

The static characteristics of the n—p—n junction transistor differ
markedly from those of the type A. The collector or output character-
istics of the latter were similar to triode characteristics; junction tran-
sistor characteristics resemble static plate characteristics of an ideal
pentode. In examining and using the characteristics, it must be kept in
mind that the junction n—p-n transistor has a p-type base, which entails
different current signs. The assumed positive sense of current flow for
the junction transistor is shown in Fig. 12-26. If currents and voltages
have the positive sense indicated by Fig. 12-26, they are called positive.
The arrow on the emitter connection has been reversed since the base
is p-type and requires electron injection from the emitter rather than
hole injection as in the type-A transistor. The collector requires a posi-
tive supply voltage, and the current flow is in the direction indicated on
Fig. 12-26 as shown by the collector characteristics of Fig. 12-27. The
emitter current is negative and flows out of the emitter terminal (elec-
trons flow in). Thus the emitter requires a bias such that current can
flow from the emitter into a suitable current source. The corresponding
collector and emitter currents are almost equal in magnitude. Since
they are opposite in sign, the greater part of the current flow in to the
collector flows out through the emitter electrode, leaving very little
current flowing in the base electrode. The solid portions of the VI,
characteristics represent the range of normal operation. The dotted
portions of these curves correspond to cutoff, which for the transistor
means zero collector voltage. A very wide range of collector voltages
are available, and these may be controlled by minute changes of emitter
voltage, producing relatively large changes in emitter current and in
collector current. The static characteristics are such that high-voltage
amplification may be expected between a low-impedance source and a
high-impedance load.

The emitter voltages are so small that the desired bias emitter current
can be calculated as

I e =™ Vee/ R



Ch.12  STATIC CHARACTERISTICS OF n-p—n TRANSISTOR 451

45 I, =0 ma

-05

40
-1.0

35
~15

30

25

Vg, volts

20

15
-3.0
-35

10 —45

P ——

-

0
08T = ma

0.10

0.05

-0.05

V,, volts

T ——
|
—
=)

-0.10

-0.15 : —

1| / 3'01 =3%)1-40
/ 0y
4 /

_020 A- .
—4.5, -
” ’/ // / S.y
-1 A -

_0'250 05 10 15 20 2.5 3.0— 35 4.0 4_.5 5.0
I, milliamperes
F1a. 12-27. Static characteristics of an n—p-n transistor. (Courtesy Bell Telephone
Laboratories)

] -20
1] / -25)
/
/




CIRCUIT THEORY OF TRANSISTORS

Ch. 12

452
2.0 T T
Q
£
18|—3 \ \
IR AEEE R R
i ] [ T T N n
16Fw ‘\
14 \ \
e
s
>
N
0.12 T T
IeI=Ouamp
0.10
|
i
0.08 4
f
0.06
0.04
2 ,—25
S 002 7
>‘§)
-50
o 5
7/
=75
~002 7’ 100
- s S125
. e 7150 7
-0.06 !
-0.08
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200
I, microamperes
(Courtesy

Fia. 12-28. Static n—p—n characteristics for very low-power operation.

Bell Telephone Laboratories)



Ch. 12 CIRCUIT PARAMETERS OF n-p—n TRANSISTOR 453

where V.. is the battery voltage used and R is the series resistance be-
tween battery and emitter-base circuit.

One of the very striking properties of the n—p-—n transistor is its low-
power operation. This can be understood more clearly by examining
a set of collector characteristics drawn on a scale of I, and I, in miero-
amperes and V, in the voltage range between 0 and 2 volts, as in Fig.
12-28. The transistor can deliver useful gain with very small distortion
in this low-power range. Collector power necessary is less than 100
microwatts.

12-16. Circuit Parameters of the n—p~n Transistor

Again the circuit parameters riy, 712, 721, and rss of the four-pole
transistor equivalent circuit are determined preferably by a-c measure-
ments as in the type-A case. The same equivalent circuits involving the
T of elements 7, 73, and r, with generator of voltage I.r, will be used.

28 T 7 800
24 Trins‘,lstor 1] 700 J r J
Ve = 45 volts Transistor 1
g 20 600 Vi = 4.5 volts
S 16 T~ & 500
£ 12 — —— 400 in
N = 300 R
200
0 100 L\ 1 -
24 T[ T T 0 * =
ransistor 1 | £ 1.00
2 20 5‘1\ V.=45wlts| B | | ]
£ 16 Mo | 28 0.98 e r
9 1 I~ £ 5096 gfﬁH
I R et N = T 0.94 Transistor 1
- 8 SET V. = 4.5 volts
"o 1 Eosol [[]
© (090
0 =04 =08 =12 =16 =20
580 | = 1., milliamperes
240 . = ==
200 T
ransistor 1
£ 160 V, = 4.5 volts
2120
80
40
0

0 -04 -08 =-12 =16 -20
I, milliamperes

Fra. 12-29. Dependence of T-network parameters on emitter current. (Courtesy
Bell Telephone Laboratories)



454 CIRCUIT THEORY OF TRANSISTORS Ch. 12

These parameters, and « as well, depend upon the emitter current as
shown in the graphs of Figs. 12-29 from which the magnitudes of the
five parameters can be determined. Values plotted in the graphs were
determined by measurement,”® but, in the ease of 7., Shockley 12 has
shown that

re = kT/el, (12-75)

where £ is Boltzmann’s constant, 7' the temperature in degrees Kelvin,
e the electronic charge, and I, the emitter current. At a temperature
around 80° F such that kT/e = 25.9, values obtained from Eq. 12-75
check well with the curve of r, as a function of I,.

12-17. Generalized Circuit Relations for the n—p—n Transistor

The various eircuit connections such as the grounded base, grounded
emitter and grounded collector discussed for the type-A transistor are
applicable to the n—p-n unit, but the discussion can be shortened in
view of the experience already available with the type-A circuit. Since
a < 1 always for the n—p—n transistor, stability problems encountered
previously with the type-A units, particularly with respect to impedance
matching, will not occur.

The four-pole equations
Vi = Iyryg + Iore
(12-76)
Vo = I1ray + Ioree

apply to the circuit of Fig. 12-30, regardless of connection as grounded
base, grounded emitter, or grounded collector, provided only that signal
amplitudes and operating points are such as to provide linear operation.

I, 1.
R, 1 2
@ lV1 Transistor v, @ R,
£,|
1 Iy
By ™ 52
® W @ |% R,
EJ 1'1212 TrZIIl

Fre. 12-30. Generalized small-signal circuit of the transistor with terminations.
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For the generalized circuit of Fig. 12-30, then, the following relations
may be written immediately from the fundamental equations 12-76 and
are identical with corresponding relations derived for the type-A tran-
sistor (see Eqs. 12-14, 12-15).
The input impedance at terminals 1 is

Ry = 111 — riera/(ree + Ri) (12-77)
and at 2 is

Ros = 193 — r19r21/(r11 + Ry) (12-78)

The voltage gain of the four-pole terminated in By, is

A= Vz/Vl = —I2RL/11R11 (12—79)
From the second equation of 12-76, since Vo = — IRy,
Iy/Iy = —rgy/(res + R1) (12-80)
R R
Then, T2 Ta1 n (12-81)

B (rog + Rp)Ri1 - r11(ree + Br) — r1or;

If V,/E, is required, it is necessary only to add R, to r(; in Eq. 12-81.
Then,

V. R
2o e (12-82)
E;, (ru+ Rg)(rea + BL) — rigr;n

The image impedances of the four-pole (Fig. 12-30) are impedances
R and Rjo of such value that

Rn =RkRn f Rp= R12
and Ry, = Rps if R, = Rp,

Thus the proper selection of B, and Ry, will result in an impedance match
at both the input and the output. The values of R;; and Ry may be
found in terms of the four-pole parameters. If Ry in Eq. 12-77 is re-
placed by Ryrs, then Ryy becomes Rj;; thus,

B = ri1 — rigro1/(ree + Rig) (12-83)
Similarly, in Eq. 12-78, if B, = R, then

Roy = Rys = ro9 — r12721/(rin + Bn1) (12-84)
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Equations 12-83 and 12-84 may be solved for Ry and Rjg; the results
are:

r11
Rp = \/L (ri1ree — T12721) (12-85)
T22

Tag
B = \/;— (riirae — Ti2721) (12-86)
11

The circuit mesh equations of the circuit of Fig. 12-30 are

E, = I(Rg + r11) + Iarie

(12-87)
0 = Iirgy + Is(ree + Br)
The determinant of the system is
A = (Bg + ri))(Br + r22) — rior; (12-88)
The operating power gain is
LR —ra1\2
. _-‘;_L = 4RgRL< 21) (12-89)
EF/4R, A

The value of G, becomes maximum for impedance matches at both input
and output terminals. Thus, if B, = Ry, and Rr, = Ry as defined by
Figs. 12-85 and 12-86 are substituted into Eq. 12-89, the result is the
maximum available power gain. The result, after algebraic simplifica-
tion, is

ray?

Ga max — B
riaree[l 4+ V1 — rygrer/r117e0]?

(12-90)

12-18. The Grounded-Base Circuit, n~p—n

A practical arrangement of the grounded-base circuit and an equiva-
lent a-c circuit are shown in Fig. 12-31. Calculation of the circuit
properties of the stage may be carried out in terms of 7., 75, 7¢, and 7,
or the four-pole equivalents of these may be used in Egs. 12-76 to 12-90.
Application of Eq. 12-76 and the r definitions to the circuit of Fig.
12-31 show that
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Tin=Te+ 7
To1 = Tm + 7o
Tig = T (12-91)
Teg = Te + Tp
o =r91/res = (rm + 70)/(re + 75)

from which the four-pole parameters may be computed in case values of
the T-network parameters are supplied by the manufacturer.

N\

Al
n Qf’ n:l
R l
- +
I T
I,
I,=1, r, r, em

-~
=<
ot
[
=

Fic. 12-31. Biasing circuit and n—p—n equivalent a-c circuit, grounded base.

A set of values of circuit parameters for an early development n—p-n
unit is given herewith for comparison with the type-A transistor:

re = 25.9 ohms
7y = 240 ohms

13.4-10% ohms

I

Te

I

13.1-10% ohms

Tm
re — T = 0.288-10% ohms
a = 0.9785

It has been shown 2 that a grounded-base stage using this transistor has
the cireuit properties listed in Table 12-5. It is suggested that the given
results should be computed as an exercise.
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TaBLE 12-5. CALcULATED CIRCUIT PROPERTIES OF AN n—p—n JUNCTION-TYPE
GROUNDED-BASE TRANSISTOR

Terminations, ohms
Resistance Tabulations, ohms
Cireuit
Property

Rg=0 _ _ _ _ _ - Rg =25
Rg=0|RL=0]|Rg w | Ry, =w|Rg=Rn|Rr =R RL = 200,000

Ry = »

Vo/Eg |4.93-10%

Rn 31.1 266 91
Rag 1.56-108 13.4-10° 4.58-10°

G, 5300 or 37.2 db
Go max 27,000 or 44.3 db

Transistor 4-pole parameters:

ri1 = 266 ohms; riz = 240 ohms
ro1 = 13.1-10% ohms; ro2 = 13.4-10% ohms; a = 0.9785

12-19. The Grounded-Emitter Circuit, n—~p-n
The grounded-emitter circuit shown by Fig. 12-32 provides very high
power gains—about 50 db—and has impedances of the order of hundreds

'*T%S i’ L,
i

Practical form of the circuit

r

b r, Torm
AW MWA—)— ]

£ %RL

Vl Il Te 12

I

e

Equivalent a - ¢ circuit
Fia. 12-32. Grounded-emitter cireuits of an n~p—n transistor.
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of ohms at the input and hundreds of thousands of ohms at the output.
Voltage phase reversal is experienced, and voltage gain is of the order of
30 db without interstage coupling transformers. The biasing collector
voltage may be provided for as shown in Fig. 12-32. The collector bias
will be practically the same as the supply voltage since the emitter
voltage is in the range 0 to —0.25 volt. The base is shown without d-¢
bias. Operated in this manner, the base will reach a potential equal
in magnitude to that of the emitter. Since the condenser eliminates
the d-c component of base current, the d-¢c components of emitter and
collector currents will be exactly the same.

Figure 12-28 shows that 7, is somewhat less than 20 wamp for I, = 0.
Suppose that o remains constant as I, increases. As I, increases, so
does I., but, for an increase Al, in emitter current, the increase AI, =
a Al is somewhat less than Al, since & < 1. Therefore, one may com-
pute the value of I, or of I, at which the two currents become equal,
since, beginning with I, = 0,

I, = AIe =Ico+AIc = I+ alAl, = Ic
whence Al, =1,/ —a)=1,=1, (12-92)

where I, is the value of I, for zero emitter current. Thus, Eq. 12-92
permits the calculation of the emitter (and collector) current which
will flow in the grounded-emitter circuit if no d-c¢ connection is made to
the base. Since « is nearly equal to 1, I, or [, for the grounded-emitter
connection with floating base change very rapidly with «. It is possible

i‘

Fia. 12-33. Reduction of collector current by resistance R by-passing C of Fig. 12-32.

VWV

to reduce I, or I,, which may be desirable in order to reduce power
consumption, by providing a path for direct current to flow from the
base. If a small current is drawn from the base, the reduction in collector
current is /(1 — «) microamperes per microampere drawn from the
base. The reason for this reduction is that the base floats at a small
positive potential with respect to ground. Thus, if a resistor is added to
the circuit as shown in Fig. 12-33, and the current directions are as
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shown, then, in general
I c = I+ 1,

but initially, that is, before the insertion of R,
Iy =1a
But Io=144+Al, =14+ AL+ 1,
after the insertion of R. Therefore,
Al, = Al + I,
Again if it is assumed that o is constant and equal to Al./AT,,
alAl, =Al, + I
and Al, = —I,/(1 — a) (12-93)

which is a decrease in I, if I, is positive. Since initially the collector
and emitter currents were equal (before addition of R), Eq. 12-93 is ap-
proximately also the change in collector current. More accurately, the
change in collector current resulting from the connection of R is

Al, = a Al, = —

I (12-94)
i 4 4

again a decrease for I, positive. If R is decreased toward zero, the

emitter-to-base potential difference becomes zero, and the collector cur-

rent decreases to the value corresponding to v, = 0 (Fig. 12-28). This

result is quite analogous to the flow of grid current through a grid-leak

resistor in a vacuum tube resulting in a reduction of plate current be-

\(Ie E; —

Fic. 12-34. TUse of a biasing resistor R to increase the collector current by providing
a current through the base in the direction shown.

cause of an increasingly negative grid bias. The insertion of resistance
in the emitter circuit would result in the emitter becoming positive with
respect to the base, which would still further reduce the collector current,
as may be seen by referring to Fig. 12-28.
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Another connection of a biasing resistor as shown in Fig. 12-34 pro-
duces an increase of v, with respect to the base equal to the voltage
across 2. As may be seen from Fig. 12-28, this increase results in an in-
crease in I,. An analysis based on Fig. 12-34 shows that the increase of
I, is given by

o

Al = I, (12-95)

1 -«
where Iy = Ey/R (12-96)
The mesh equations for the equivalent a-¢ circuit of Fig. 12-32 are

Vl = Il(rb + re) + I2re

(12-97)
Vy = Il(re — tm) + Lofre + 1o — Tm)
whence, by inspection, r;; =7, + 7
Tig = T¢
* (12-08)

To1 = Te¢ — Ty
, Toz =T+ Te = Tm
The same values of r, and r,, used for the grounded-base stage give
ro1 = 25.9 — 13.1-10% = —13.1-10° ohms

All the remaining four-pole parameters of the grounded-emitter circuit
are positive. Thus, from Eq. 12-81 or 12-82, the voltage V5 is 180° out
of phase with V; or with E,, as in the case of the grounded-cathode
vacuum tube with resistive load at low frequency.

In case Ry, of the equivalent a-c circuit of Fig. 12-32 is infinite, o = 0.
Then, from Eq. 12-97,

Vo/Vi = (re — rn)/(ro + o) (12-99)
If R;, were zero, Vy = 0, and

Tm — Te
L=—2°"1 (12-100)
Te + Te — Tm

But, with r, = 13.1-10% ohms, 7, = 25.9 ohms, r, = 13.4-10° ohms,
e — Tm = 0.288-10° ohms,
'm Tm/Te o

L =——-I =~ I, = 4551, (12-101)
Te — Thm 1 —r/7e l—«a

Iy =

which is a measure of the current amplification possibilities of the
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grounded-emitter circuit and shows that the current amplification of the
amplifier increases rapidly as o — 1.

Calculated values of the circuit properties of a grounded-emitter
transistor amplifier are summarized in Table 12-6.

TasrLe 12-6. Cavncuratep CircuiT PrOPERTIES OF AN n~p—n GROUNDED-
EMiTTER TRANSISTOR

Terminations, ohms
Resistance Tabulations, ohms
Cirouit
Property
Rg=0
R£=m Rg=0 | B =0 | Rg=w | RL=w | Rg=Ryp | Ry = Ry
Va/Eg —4.93-104
Iy/1 45.5
Ru 1440 266 619
Ry 1.56-108 0.288-108 0.671-10%
Gp max 2.02-10° or 53 db A

Transistor 4-pole parameters:

r11 = 266 ohms; re1 = —13.1-10% ohms
rig = 25,9 ohms;  rg2 = 0.288.10% chms;  « = 0.9785

Since the size of the output image impedance, 671,000 ohms (Table
12-6) is so large compared with that of the input image impedance, 619
ohms, it is evident that impedance matching between stages can be
achieved only by using stepdown interstage transformers. A two-stage
circuit is shown in Fig. 12-35. Such a circuit enclosed in a transparent

I

Fia. 12-35. A two-stage, grounded-emitter, transformer-coupled n—p—n transistor
amplifier.
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plastic similar to lucite and occupying a total volume of less than 1
cubic inch has been constructed ¥ and provides an over-all power gain
of about 90 db.

12-20. The Grounded-Collector Circuit, n-p-n

The grounded-collector transistor, like the vacuum-tube cathode
follower as already discussed, will provide high-input and low-output
impedances and no phase reversal. The circuits of Fig. 12-36 show the
biasing methods, and the equivalent a-c¢ circuit. The base may be
allowed to float and will reach a very small positive potential with
respect to the emitter as discussed in connection with the grounded-
emitter stage. A high resistance connected in such a way as to produce
biasing current out of the base, as shown in Fig. 12-36b, reduces the
collector current but, if connected as in Fig. 12-36¢ to permit the flow of
direct biasing current into the base, will increase the collector current.

The circuit equations of Fig. 12-36d are

Vi = Ii(ry + 71e) + Ia(re — 1)

(12-102)
Vo= Iire + Ip(re + 1. — Tm)
whence ri =7+ e
Tig = 7T¢ = Tm
(12-103)

rg1 = T¢
Tag =Te +7T¢ — T

If operated between a zero-impedance generator and an infinite-imped-
ance load, I = 0, and

Vo/Vi = re/(ro + 10) (12-104)
a gain slightly less than unity. If Bz = 0, Vy = 0, and, from Eq. 12-102,

I 7 1
2t (12-105)

I Te+ To — Tm 1+ 7e/re — Tm/Te

The same n—p-n transistor values previously used give

L/ = —1/(1 — a) = —46.5 (12-106)
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W
£, | | f

(a) No d-c bias, emitter to base

(b) Biasing current I, reduces collector current

T :

=

(c) Biasing current I increases collector current

(d) Equivalent a-c circuit

F1a. 12-36. Circuits and biasing of the grounded-collector stage.

Ch. 12
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Other computed values are listed in Table 12-7.

TasrLe 12-7. CompuTEDp CircuiT ProreRTIES OF A GROUNDED-COLLECTOR
n—-p-n TRANSISTOR AMPLIFIER

Terminations, chms
Resistance Tabulations, ohms
Circuit
Property
’ R,=0
RL = Rg =0 RL=0 Ry = R, == R¢ = Rn Ry, = Rj2
Vo/Eg ~1
I/I4 —46.5
Ru 1445 13.4-108 139,000
Ra2 311 0.288-105 2990
Go max 46,5 or 16.7 db
Transistor 4-pole parameters:
r11 = 13.4-108 ohms; r12 = 0.288-10% ohms
ro1 = 13.4-108 ohros; ra2 = 0.288-10° ohms

12-21. Frequency Limitations of the n~p-n Transistor

The frequency limitations of the n—p—n transistor seem to be somewhat
more severe than those of the type A. The explanations for the observed
frequency effects have been given by Shockley in terms of the physics of
the transistor as a semiconductor. There are, in brief, three principal
effects. The first, explained as a dispersion in transit time of electrons
crossing the p layer is measured in terms of a decrease in « with frequency
and leads to a frequency cutoff at a frequency for which o? is reduced by
a factor of one half, as already explained in the case of the type-A
transistor. This frequency cutoff is, according to Shockley, inversely
proportional to the thickness of the p layer and may be expected to occur
at a frequency between 5 and 20 Mec in transistors having parameters
as used in example computations of preceding pages.

A second frequency response limitation is dependent upon an effective
capacitance at the emitter junction in shunt with r,. The shunted r,
and rp are in series with the source impedance so that the cutoff fre-
quency (at which the response is down 3 db) depends upon B, and r; but
ultimately upon 7. Thus this cutoff frequency increases as r, decreases,
and is of the same order of magnitude as the a-cutoff frequency.

The third and most important cause of limited frequency response
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is the fact that the p and n layers at the collector junction behave as the
plates of a capacitance of appreciable magnitude. This capacitance also

\
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(a) Relation, C, to V,,for I, =1ma
al,
I
r, T, r, e el
T I i
C.
(b) High-frequency circuit (c) Simplified high-

frequency circuit

Fig. 12-37. Collector junction capacitance and its dependence on collector voltage.
(Courtesy Bell Telephone Laboratories)

depends upon collector voltage as shown by Fig. 12-37. The cutoff fre-
quency produced by this capacitance is much lower than that produced
by either of the other two. The equivalent T circuit with the collector
capacitance C, is shown in Fig. 12-37. The collector arm and its current
source may be replaced by a voltage-source generator of impedance
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re(1/juCs) 1

= = 12-107
re + 1/j0Cs 1 4 jwCor, ( )
and generated voltage
Tod e
E,=allz)] = ———— = 2,1, 12-108
e = T oo (12-108)

The frequency response of the circuit for any of the three connections
of interest can then be analyzed by use of z, and z,, instead of r, and 7,
in the derived equations. The simplified eircuit is shown in Fig. 12-37¢.

The low-frequency gain Vo/Ey = A (Eq. 12-82) takes the following
forms for the indicated transistor connection as expressed in terms of the
T-network parameters:

Grounded base:

m R
A= (m + 1) B (12-109)
(re + 15+ Re)(re + 15 + RL) — ro(rm + 70)
Grounded emitter:
e 'm R
A= (re = rm) B (12-110)
{re + 75 + Rg)(re +re — ) — re(re — Tm)
Grounded collector:
TCRL
(12-111)

A =
(Tb + r. + Rg) (Te + re — rm) - TC(rc — Tm)

The numerical values given for the T-network parameters are such that
the following approximations are justified:

(P + 13) =1
Te = Tm &= —Tn
Tm/Te =2

Then, for the grounded-base connection, the low-frequency gain may
be expressed in the form

aRy,
A= (12-112)
Ry(1 4 Rp/r;) — arp
where Ry=re+ 7+ Ry (12-113)

At higher frequencies such that the circuit of Fig. 12-37¢ must be used,
the high-frequency gain as obtained from Eq. 12-112 with the help of
Eqgs. 12-107 and 12-108 is
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aRr, B A
RO — ary + RORL/Tc + RORijCc 1+ ijcRORL
Ry — ary + RoRy /7,

Ay =

(12-114)
Thus, I Ag/A l = 1/4/2 at a frequency f, such that

P, (1 41 ar") (12-115)
T 9rC,\R;, ' r. RoRy i

which is defined as the collector cutoff frequency. If By = 20,000 ohms,
R, = 25 ohms, C; = 7 puf, and, with & = 0.9785, r, = 13.4-10° ohms,
r. = 25.9 ohms, 7y = 240 ohms, then Ky = 290.9, and f, = 0.227-10°
eps.

Collector cutoff frequencies for the grounded-emitter and grounded-
collector stages may be computed from equations derived in a similar
way from the respective four-pole parameters and the voltage gain
equations. The results are summarized in Table 12-8.

Tasre 12-8. TasuratioN oF CoLLECTOR CUTOFF FREQUENCY AND (GAIN FOR
Various Circurrs AND TERMINATIONS, n—p—n TRANSISTOR

Terminations, ohms

Cutoff Frequency

and Power Gain | p b | By=25 | Re=25 | Ry = 1000| Rg = 1000| Ry = 1000| B = 130,000

Rr,=Rrs |Rp =210 Ry, =2-10* | B = 10° | Rz =10 | Ry = 1000 | BL =25

Grounded fe | 3390 cps 23,500 cps | 227,000 cps
base
G, | 443 db 37.2db 27.8 db
Grounded fo | 3740 cps 11,120 cps | 97,900 943,000 cps
emitter
G, |53 db 50 db 413db |3144db
Grounded Je | 820,000 cps 9.77-108 cps
G, [ 16.7db 1.8 db

12-22. Transistor Noise

The problem of noise in transistors has been a difficult one. Noise
figures around 60 db were recorded for the earlier forms of the type-A
transistor, and measurements® of the n—p—n units show noise figure
values varying from 10 to 17 db for collector voltages between 2 and 16



Ch. 12 PROBLEMS 469

volts. Additional reductions of noise should accompany continued
development of the device as increased knowledge of the factors con-
tributing to noise becomes available through research.

PROBLEMS

12-1. The density of Ge is 5.46 g per cc, its atomic weight 72.60. Find (a) the
mass of one Ge atom (see mass of the atom of unit atomic weight), (b) the number of
Ge atoms per cubic centimeter in solid Ge, (¢) the number of electrons involved in
the electron-bond pairs per cubic centimeter.

12-2. Suppose that 4 pg of antimony are thoroughly mixed in molten form with
100 g of pure germanium and that the antimony atoms substitute for Ge atoms uni-
formly throughout the solid material, after solidification, as indicated in Fig. 12-5.
Compute (@) the density of antimony atoms, (b) the density of donated electrons,
assuming uniform distribution.

12-3. If g. = 3600 cm per sec per volt per em for the carriers of problem 12-2,
compute () the conductivity, (b) the total resistance of a bar of such n-type ger-
manium 1 inch long and 0.005 by 0.005 inch in cross section.

12-4. Compute the conductivity of p-type Ge containing 1 pg of gallium per 100 g
of germanium.

12-5. 1f generator and load are connected to the terminals of the circuit of Fig.
12-11, the determinant of the system of equations is

A = (211 + Zg)(z2s + Z1) — 2192

Derive equations for the input and output impedance of the circuit at terminals 1
with Zj, connected at 2 and at terminals 2 with Z; connected at 1.
12-6. Derive the expression for the operating power gain of the circuit of Fig.
12-11, and show that it is
Go = AR,R1| —2a1/4 |

12-7. Show that the insertion power gain of the circuit of Fig. 12-11 is
Gi = |(Zy + Z)em/A

12-8. Operating data and parameters for a grounded-base type-A transistor am-
plifier are as follows:

D-c operating point: I, = 0.6 ma, Ve = 0.7 volt

I, = —2.0 ma, Ve = —40 volts
Circuit parameters: 2z = 530 ohms = rqg

ri2 = 290 ohms, ro1 = 34,000 ohms

rog = 19,000 ohms

The amplifier is driven by a generator of 500 ohms internal resistance and operates
into a load resistor of 20,000 chms.

(a) Compute the input resistance Ri; and the output resistance Ros.

(b) Compute the operating power gain G,.

(¢) Compute the insertion power gain G;.

(d) Compute the voltage gain 4.

12-9. Derive Eqgs. 12-39 and 12-40 by direct application of Kirchhoff’s laws to
the circuit of Fig. 12-15.

12-10. Derive the expressions 12-41 and 12-42 for the forward and backward
operating power gains of a grounded-emitter type-A transistor amplifier.
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12-11. If the transistor of problem 12-10 is connected grounded emitter between
a generator of By = 500 and a load of Rz = 20,000 ohms, compute the following:
(a) the input and output resistances, (b)) the forward and reverse operating power
gains, (¢) the forward voltage gain, (d) the insertion voltage gain (this is the voltage
across Ry with the transistor inserted divided by the voltage across R if the gen-
erator is directly connected to Ep).

12-12. A grounded-collector type-A transistor amplifier has r, = 250 ohms, rp, =
250 ohms, r, = 20,000 ohms, and 7, = 40,000 ohms. If B, = 20,000 ohms, R; =
10,000 ohms, compute (a) By and Rge, (b) Gi2 and G, the operating power gains in
each direction, (¢) Giz and G for Ry = R, = 20,000 ohms, (d) the voltage gain,
each direction.

12-13. A four-pole linear active network is composed of a general four-pole in
cascade with an ideal transformer. Obtain the over-all four-pole impedance parame-
ters if (@) the transformer is connected stepdown with turns ratio n to 1 at the in-
put of the general four-pole, (b) the transformer is connected stepdown with turns
ratio n to 1 at the output of the general four-pole. In both cases, n > 1.

12-14. Determine the conditions for obtaining the maximum insertion power gain
per stage of the grounded-base, transformer-coupled amplifier of Fig. 12-21, and
compute G; and G; max for the circuit parameters of problem 12-8.

12-15. Check the stability criterion of the grounded-emitter cascade stage of
Fig. 12-22 for R, = 17,000 ohms.

12-16. Compute Rj;, Ree, and G; for the grounded-emitter cascade stage of Fig.
12-22 with B, = 17,000 ohms, r, = 290 ohms, r, = 34,000 ohms, r. = 19,000 ohms,
and r, = 240 ohms,

12-17. Assume an operating point of I, = —9 ma, Vo = —36 volts for the
transistor represented by Fig. 12-25, and determine, from the graph, the values of
99, 721, and « in the vicinity of the operating point.

12-18. Draw a load line corresponding to Bz = 5000 ohms on the output charac-
teristic sheet (Fig. 12-25), and determine the following (use the operating point of
problem 12-17):

(a) Collector source voltage required.

(b) Power output corresponding to a variation of emitter current from 0 to 10 ma.

12-19. Sketch a load line corresponding to 6000 ohms on a set of output charac-
teristics for the m—p—n transistor. For an operating point corresponding to an
emitter current of —2.5 ma, ¥V, = 15 volts, determine the following:

(a) I. at the operating point.

(b)) The collector voltage swing corresponding to a variation in emitter current
from 0 to —5 ma caused by a sinusoidal a-c signal in the emitter circuit.

(¢) The a-¢ power delivered by the transistor.

(d) The transistor collector circuit conversion efficiency.

(e) The voltage gain.

12-20. Compute the circuit properties of the transistor grounded-base amplifier
of Table 12-5, and fill in, in addition, the first three vacancies in the last column.

12-21. The transistor amplifier stage of Fig. 12-31 is required to operate at I, =
—2ma, V, = +20 volts. The turns ratio of the ideal transformer is 4 to 1 stepdown.

(a) Dectermine suitable voltages of the biasing batteries and a value of R.

(b) Compute the voltage and operating power gains if the circuit is driven by a
generator of internal impedance 500 ohms and Ry = 500,000 ohms. Compare the
phase of input and output voltages.
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Acceptor, 418
Admittance, cathode follower, 133-134
four-pole, 36-43
input, terminated four-pole, 38
tetrode amplifier, 59
triode amplifier, 43-44
output, terminated four-pole, 38
Aiken, C. B., 261
Amplification factor, current, for tran-
sistor, 438-440
definition, voltage, for tube, 11-12,
14
measurement of, tube, 27
Amplifier—a-f power, 149-167
class AB push-pull, 161-163
distortion, class AB, 161-163
power tetrodes and pentodes, 159-
161
load-coupling circuits, 152-153
maximum power output from, 155-156
optimum operation, tetrodes and pen-
todes, 169-161
plate dissipation, 150-151
plate efficiency, 152
theoretical optimum, triodes, 157-
158
power output, 149-152
Amplifier—a~f vacuum tube, 76
broad-band (wide-band), 134-144
cathode follower, 132-134
circuit, elementary, 15, 17, 23, 31
classification, 76-77
Amplifier—a-f vacuum tube, class A,
76-77
broad-band, 134-144
degenerative, 116-134
direct coupled, 80-84
distortion in, 65, 78, 159-161
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Amplifier—a-f vacuum tube, dynamic

characteristic of, 15-17, 66
equivalent a-c circuit of, 23, 31
feedback in, 116-134
grid-bias voltage for, 14, 15, 22, 25, 49,

50
inductance-capacitance-coupled, 92
input admittance of, 43—44
load line for, 15-17, 74, 153-154
load resistor for, 15
output impedance of, 128-129
phase reversal in, 19-20
quiescent, operating point for, 13, 17,

22, 23
reactive load, effect of, 21, 29-30
resistance—capacitance-coupled, 79,

84-92
transformer-coupled, 80, 93-104

. voltage gain of, definition, 24, 32
Amplifier—r-f class A, 263-285

see also Tuned amplifier, Single-tuned
amplifier, and Double-tuned am-
plifier.

cascaded, 280-282

direct coupled, tuned, 263-267

double-tuned, transformer-coupled,
272-278

general requirements for, 263

grounded grid, 283-285

single tuned, transformer-coupled,
267-271 '

stagger tuning of, 282-283

tuned circuits for, analysis, 249-262

Amplifier—r-f power, 290-320

analysis, problem of, 296
applications of, 292

cireuit for, 201

class B, algebraic analysis, 297-303
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Amplifier—r-f power, class B, equivalent
eircuit of, 301
graphical analysis, 303-309
linear properties of, 293-294
phase relations, 299
plate dissipation, 302-303
class C, analysis of, 297-303
external characteristics, 293-294
frequency multiplier, 313-314
grid- and plate-current wave forms,
306
grid driving power, 309
grid-modulated, 370
mechanical analogy for, 313
modulator use, 294
phase relations, 291
plate-modulated, 366
synchronous switch, 290
efficiency of, 295, 301
grounded-grid circuit, 318-319
load-coupling analysis, 309-313
neutralization of triode, 314-317
power supplies for, 317-318
secondary emission effects, 294
tank circuit, 291
tank current, 292, 293
Amplifier, transistor, see Transistor am-
plifier.
Amplitude limitation, oscillator, 324
Amplitude modulation, definitions for,
358
degree of, or factor, 362
efficiency, 368-369
frequency spectrum, 363
grid, of class-C amplifier, 370
methods of producing, 3656-371
modulated carrier, equation, 363
modulating wave, equation, 360
nature of, reasons for, 356-359
per cent of, 362
plate, of class-C amplifier, 365-368
plate dissipation, 369
power distribution in, 364-365
power relations in, 367-370
receiver for AM waves, 396
sidebands, 363
vector representation of AM waves,
364
Angle modulation, 358, 360
Anode, 2
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Arc discharge, 171
Archimbau, L. B., 372
Arc tubes, 177
Armstrong, E. H., 383
Atoms, arrangements of, in germanium,
420
impurity, in germanium, 422-423

Bailey, F. M., 384

Band in energy-level diagram, 416

Band-pass amplifier, 272-278
see also Doubled-tuned transformer-

coupled amplifier.

Bandwidth, definition of, 249-250
double-tuned coupled circuit, 261262
double-tuned transformer-coupled am-

plifier, 276
expression for, parallel circuit, 251
series circuit, 249
FM requirement, 373-376
single-tuned direct-coupled amplifier,
266
single-tuned transformer-coupled am-
plifier, 271
Bardeen, J., 423
Barkhausen criterion, oscillators, 327-
328

Barrier layer in rectifier, 423-424

Beam tetrode or beam-power tube, 61-63
electrode arrangement, 63
static characteristics, 62

Beat-frequency oscillator, 397-398

Bedford, A, V., 141

Bessel functions, brief table, 373

Bias, grid, 14, 15, 22, 25, 49, 50

Bias control of thyratron, 216

Bias impedance compensation, 143

Biasing resistor, 25, 49, 50

Bias methods, transistors, see Transistor

amplifier circuits—n—p—n.

Bias-stabilized oscillator, 344

Black, H. 8., 118

Bleeder resistor, 207-209

Bode, H. W, 128

Boltzmann constant, 419

Brattain, W. H., 423

Bridge connection, three-phase rectifier,

238
Bridge-stabilized oscillator, 343
Broad-band amplifier, 134-144
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Broad-band amplifier gain-frequency com-
pensation, 136-144
phase-shift compensation, 138-141
time delay, 138-141
Buffer amplifier, use of, 335
Buss, R. R., 346
By-pass capacitor, 50, 51, 75, 141, 143

Cahill, F. C., 346
Capacitance, interelectrode, 41
effect of, 43-46, 53, 279, 283-285, 314
317
grid plate, 43, 53
of pentode, 64
of tetrode, 59
Capacitance filter, analysis, 199-203
ripple factor, 203
Capacitor, by-pass, 50, 51, 75, 141, 143
Capacitor-input filter, 210-212
ripple factor, 212
Carrier wave, 357
amplitude-modulated, 362
amplitude of, 360
frequency of, 360
Cascaded amplifiers, 280282
bandwidth, 281
bandwidth reduction factor, 281-282
Cathode, 2
mercury pool, 177
oxide-coated, 177
photosensitive, 46-48
Cathode follower, 132-134
input admittance, 133
output admittance, 134
voltage gain, 133
Cathode spot, 177
Characteristic curves (terminal charac-
teristics), class-B and C ampli-
fiers, 293294
cold cathode gas diode, 170
composite, diode, resistance load, 8
load line, push-pull, 112
static characteristics, push—pull,
beam tetrode, 163
triode, 112, 113, 162
constant current, triode, 11, 305
critical grid voltage, 213
dynamie, 11, 15-17, 30, 66
germanium diode, 425
hot cathode gas diode, 171

473

Characteristic curves (terminal charac-
teristics), mutual, triode, 11
tetrode, 55
photocell, vacuum, 47
plate, triode, 11, 30, 350
beam tetrode, 62, 163
diode, 5, 169
pentode, 61, 65, 160
rectification, type-6H6 diode, 390
transistor, n—p—n, 451, 452
type A, 429, 448
type-FG-33 thyratron, 179
type-WL-631 thyratron, 179
type-WL-632 thyratron, 181
type-6C5 triode, 11
type-6F6 pentode, 61
type-6J7 pentode, 65
type-6L6 beam tetrode, 62
type-24-A tetrode, 55
type-81 diode, 5
Class-A, AB, B, or C amplifier, defini-
tions, 77
Class-B amplifiers, r-f power, see Ampli-
fier, r-f power.
Class-C amplifiers, r-f power, see Ampli-
fier, r-f power.
Cold-cathode tube, 170
Colpitts oscillator, 334
Commutation in rectifier circuit, 228, 233
Composite (push-pull), dynamic char-
acteristic, 105, 106, 107
equivalent circuit, 110
load line, 114-115
plate current, 106, 107, 109, 112-116
static charaeteristics, 111-115
tube circuit, 110
Conductance, mufual, see Transconduc-
tance.
Conduction angle (or period), rectifier,
197, 202, 211, 214, 228
Conductor, energy-level diagram for, 416
Constant-current characteristic curves,
11, 305
Control, of thyratrons, d-¢, 181-185
phase shift, 217-221
Control characteristic, thyratron, 179,
181, 213
Control grid, 53
Conversion efficiency, class-A a-f power
amplifier, 152, 157-158
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Conversion efficiency, class-B r-f power
amplifier, 295
class-C r-f power amplifier, 295
rectifier, 192, 193, 196, 198
Conversion transconductance, 399, 400
Conversion transducer, 399
Converter, frequency, 399
Coupling, coefficient, 256, 274, 277
critical, 259-261, 274
tube-to-load, 309-313
Coupling circuits, a-f amplifiers, 79
Critical anode voltage, 213
Critical coupling, 259-261, 274
coefficient, 256, 274, 277
double-tuned circuit, 259
Critical-distance tube, 61
Crosby, M. G, 407
Crystal, piczoelectric, 341
equivalent circuit, 341
oscillator control, 341-343
Current, feedback, 128
grid, see Grid current.
plate, see Plate current.
space-charge limitation of, 169
Current amplification factor, 438-440
Cutoff, definition, 12
grid voltage, 12, 293
remote, 72
sharp, 72

Day, J. R., 130
De Forest, Lee, 10
Demodulation, see Detection.,
Detection, definition of, 359
of AM waves, 386
cireuit requirements for linear, 392—
395
linear diode detector, 386-392
measurement of detector character-
istics, 389-390
of FM waves, 403
discriminator, stagger-tuned, 406—
407
diseriminator circuit, 404-406
discriminator circuit analysis, 407-
411
problem of, 386
Detector, 359
Deviation ratio, see Frequency modula-
tion.
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Diode, cireuit symbol, 3
gas, 168173
anode current ratings for, 172-173
deionization time in, 173
effect of gas in, 168-169
filament heating time, 172
inverse peak voltage rating of, 173
voltage drop in, 170-172
volt-ampere curve for, 170-171
vacuum, as linear detector, 386-392
characteristies of, 5, 8
rectification characteristics of, 390
Direct-coupled a-f amplificrs, 80-84
Direct-coupled r-f amplifier, bandwidth,
266
reduction factor, in cascade, 281
voltage gain, 265, 267
relative, 266
Direct coupling, 79
Disecriminator, see also Detection of FM
waves.
circuit of, 404
definition of, 359
Distortion, 65
class-AB push—pull, 161-163
in amplifiers, 78
in power tetrodes and pentodes, 159—
161
phase, 138-141
Donor, 417
Double-tuned amplifier
coupled), 272-278
bandwidth of, 276
reduction factor, in cascade, 281-282
circuit of, 272
computations, example, 277-278
coupling, eritical, 274
equivalent a-c circuit of, 272-273
gain-frequency curve for, 272
voltage gain, 274
relative, 275-276
Double-tuned coupled circuits, 257-262
bandwidth for, 261-262
critical coupling, 259
double peaks, condition for, 259-261
frequencies at peaks, 260
voltage gain, 258-259
Dynamic characteristic, 11, 15-17, 30, 66
Dynatron oscillator, 322-323
negative resistance characteristic, 56

(transformer-



INDEX

Efficiency, see Conversion efficiency.
Equivalent ecircuit (a-c), applications,
26-27
beam tetrode amplifier, 63
current source, 31-33
four-pole, 34-46
pentode amplifier, 64
tetrode amplifier, 59
transistor amplifier, 429, 431, 432
triode amplifier, 22-25
voltage source, 23-24
Electrode, 2
beam-confining, 63
Electron-coupled oscillator, 336
Electron-volt, 415, 416
Emission limitation of current, 169
Emitter of transistor, 426
Energy-level diagram, conductor, 416
insulator, 416 '
semieonductor, 416
Everitt, W. L., 97, 292, 296, 395

Feedback, degenerative, 116
direct, 116
inverse, effects of, 116
negative, 116
Nyquist’s stability criterion, 127-128
oscillator analysis, 327-328
oscillator basic circuits, 332
oscillators, 324, 337
positive, 116
regenerative, 116
voltage amplifiers, 116-134
Feedback current, 128
Feedback fraction, 118
Feedback network, 118-119
Feedback voltage, 128
Feldkeller, R., 34
Fermi level, 415, 416
Filter circuit, rectifier, 199
capacitor input, 199-203, 210-212
inductor input, 205-210
Firing, of gas diode, 170-171
of thyratron, 178-181
Foot-candle, 47
Fourier analysis, 66
interphase reactor voltage, 242
rectified full-wave, 195
rectified half-wave, 191
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Fourier analysis, rectifier output voltage,
three-phase double-wye, 242
Four-terminal network theory, 34-36
admittances, 36-37
applications to vacuum tubes, 37-46
gencralized equivalent circuit, 46
impedances, 35-36
oscillator application, 325-326
parameters, 35-36
Fredenhall, G. L., 141
Frequency, instantaneous, 358, 361
Frequency compensation, high fre-
quency, 136-141
low frequency, 141-144
wide-band amplifiers, 136-144
Frequency converter, definitions, 399
pentagrid converter, 401, 402
Frequency deviation, fractional, 251-252
in FM, 361
see also Frequency modulation.
Frequency distortion, 78
reduction by inverse feedback, 121-122
Frequency modulation, 358, 361-362
bandwidth required, 373-376
center frequency stability, 380
design of reactance-tube circuit, 379—
383
deviation ratio, 359, 371, 374, 375, 376
equation of FM wave, 371
frequency deviation, computation,
381-383
maximum, 371
frequency spectrum, analysis, 372-373
graphieal, 374-377
frequency swing, 358, 371
instantaneous frequency, 371
methods of producing, 378-336
phasitron modulator, 384-386
power distribution in sidebands, 377
reactance-tube modulator, 378-384
sideband frequencies, 373376
transmitter, block diagram, 380
Frequency stability of oscillators, 336
Frequency stabilization of oscillators, 336
see also Oscillators.
Frequency swing, see Frequency modula-
tion.
Frequency trippler, 313
Full-wave rectifier, see Single-phase rec-
tifier.
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Gain, definitions of, insertion power gain,
433434
operating power gain, 433—434
voltage, 24
of feedback amplifier, 117-118
Gain-band merit figure, tube, 279, 280
Gain-bandwidth product, direct-coupled
r-f amplifier, 278-279
double-tuned transformer-coupled r-f
amplifier, 280
R-C amplifier stage, 135
single-tuned transformer-coupled r-f
amplifier, 279
Gain-frequency curves, for double-tuned
transformer-coupled amplifier, 272
for R—C amplifier, 92
for shunt-compensated amplifier, 138
for transformer-coupled amplifier, 100
Gas-filled tube, 168
arc voltage drop, 171
classification of, 170-171
cold cathode, 170-171
current—voltage characteristics, 170-
171
glow tube, 173, 174
hot cathode, 170-171
inverse peak voltage rating, 173
ratings for, 171-173
relaxation oscillator, 176
thyratron, 173, 174
tube conduction voltage drop, 170-172
voltage regulator, 175
Germanium, 420-423
n-type, 417, 422, 425
p-type, 418, 423
Grid, 2
control, 53
screen, 53
suppressor, 60
Grid control (gas-filled tubes), critical
characteristic, 213
ignition angle, 213-215
of rectifiers, 212
trigger action in, 173, 213
Grid-controlled rectifier, bias control,
214, 216
bias-phase control, 214
load-current analysis, resistance load,
214-216
on—off control, 216-217

INDEX

Grid-controlled rectifier, phase-shift con-
trol, 214, 217-221

Grid current, 19, 24, 39-41

Grid driving power, 309

Grid-glow tube, 173

Grid modulation, see Amplitude modula-

tion,

Grounded-base transistor, 429
amplifier circuit, 426
equivalent a-c circuits, 429-433
four-pole parameters, 431
insertion power gain, 434
operating power gain, 434
tube analogy, 433

Grounded-collector transistor, 436
amplifier circuit, 437
four-pole parameters, 437
input and output impedances, 438
operating power gain, 438
tube analogy, 437

Grounded-emitter transistor, 434
amplifier circuit, 434436
four-pole parameters, 434
input and output impedances, 435
operating power gain, 436
tube analogy, 435

Grounded-grid amplifier, 283-285
equivalent a-¢ circuit, class A, 284
input impedance of, 284
output impedance of, 285
tuned power application, 318-319
voltage gain, 284

Guillemin, E. A, 338, 372, 443

Half-power frequency, 90, 136
for parallel resonant circuit, 251
for series resonant circuit, 249
Hall effect, 419-420
Harmonie amplitudes, 68-70
Harmonic analysis, p-anode rectifier,
230-231
Harmonic distortion, reduction by in-
verse feedback, 120
tetrodes and pentodes, 71-72, 79
triodes, 67-70
Harmonic suppression, push-pull, 106-
108
Harries, H. H. D, 61
Hartley oscillator, 333
Hartley, R. V. L., 357
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Heising, R. A, 343
Herold, E. W., 400
Heterodyne converter, 399
Heterodyne oscillator, 397-399
Heterodyne principle, 397-399
Hewlett, W. R., 346
Holes in semiconductor, current due to
motion of, 421-422
nature of, 417
production of, 421-422

Ignition angle, 213-214
Ignitron, 226
Irpedance of an amplifier, effect of feed-
back, 128-130
input, 43-44
output, 128-130
Inductance filter, 206-207
ripple factor, 207
Inductor-input filter, 207, 210
ripple factor, 210
Information content, 357
Insertion power gain, definition, 433
of transistor amplifier, 434, 439, 444,
445, 446
Instantaneous forward voltage, maxi-
mum, 174
Insulator, energy-level diagram for, 416
Interelcetrode capacitance, 41
effect of on input admittance, 43
pentode equivalent ecircuit including,
64
tetrode equivalent circuit including, 59
triode equivalent circuit including, 45
Intermediate frequency or i-f, 400
Intermediate-frequency range, see Mid-
frequency range.
Interphase reactor, 239
current, 243
voltage, 242
Interstage coupling circuits, 79
Inverse feedback, cathode-follower cir-
cuit, 132-134
circuit arrangements, 130-132
current, 128
effect, on amplifier stability, 125-128
on frequency and phase distortion,
121-122
on harmonic distortion, 120
on output impedance, 128-130
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Inverse feedback, effect, on uniformity of
operation, 125
on voltage gain, 117-118
effects of, 116
example problem, 123-124
gain equation, 118
Nyquist’s criterion for stability, 127-
128
plot of AB, for R—C amplifier, 127
transformer-coupled amplifier, 127
push—pull circuit, 131
voltage, 128
voltage amplifiers, 116-134
Inverter, parallel, 182, 186
phase, 111
serics, 185
Ions in gas-filled tubes, 169
IRE standard symbols, 18-19

Jahncke, E. (and Emde, F.), 375
Jen, C. K., 332

Kircher, R. J., 431
Koehler, G., 102
Kozenowski, H. N., 303

L—C-coupled amplifier, 92
Leakage inductance in rectifier trans-
former, 233
Leakage reactance, effect of, in polyphase
rectifier, 233-238
Limitation of current by space charge, 169
Limiter, amplitude, 358
Linecar amplifier, class A, 22, 76-77
class B, 297-303
Linear operation of triode amplifier, 22
Llewellyn, F. B., 337
Load impedance, reactive, 21, 28-30
Load line, 15-17
composite push—pull, 114-115
dynamic, 74, 153-154
static, 74, 153-154
Load resistor, 15
Loftin, E. H. (and White, 8, Y.), 81
Lumen, 47

Marti, O. K., 238

Mason, W. P., 343

Maximum instantaneous forward volt-
age, 174
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Maximum power output (class-A ampli-
fier), large signal, undistorted,
155-156

small fixed signal, 154

Mayer, H. F., 129

Meacham, L. A., 343

Meissner oscillator, 335

Mercury-are rectifier, 177, 226

Mercury-pool tube, 177

ignitron, 226

Merit figure, tube, gain-bandwidth, 279-
280

Metal, energy-level diagram for, 416

Mid-frequency range (intermediate-fre-
quency range), 86-87, 90, 98, 100

Miller, J. M., 43

Miller bridge, 26

Miller effect, 43
Millman, Jacob, 238
Mixer, pentagrid, 401

tube, definition, 399

Modulated wave, mathematical formu-
lation, 359-362

Modulation, 355

definition of, 357

nature of, 357, 359
reasons for, 356-357, 359
sidebands, 358

types of, 358-359

Modulator, 294, 357

Morrison, J. F., 383

Morton, J. A., 34, 39, 84, 278, 426

Motor control, d-¢, by thyratrons, 221-
222

Mouromtseff, I. E., 303

Moyer, E. E., 222

Multielectrode tubes, 72

pentagrid converter, 73
pentagrid mixer, 73
Multivibrator, 347-353
wave forms, 349-353
Mutual conductance, 12, 14
measurement of, 28

Negative feedback, see Inverse feedback.
Negative resistance, oscillator theory,
323
tetrode, 56
Neutralization,
316

negative susceptance,
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Neutralization, neutrodyne, 316-317
of electron space charge, 169
of r-f triode, 314-317
theory, 315
Nottingham, Wayne B., 157
Nyquist, H., 127
stability criterion, 127-128

Operating locus, elliptical, 21, 28-30
Operating power gain, definition, 433
matched, 456, 458, 462, 465
of transistor amplifier, 434, 436, 438,
456, 458
Oscillators, 321-353
amplitude limitation, 324
Barkhausen criterion, 327-328
bias-stabilized circuit, 344
bridge-stabilized circuit, 343
buffer amplifier use, 335
Colpitts, 334
conditions for oscillation, 324
crystal control, 341-343
crystal-controlled tuned-grid, tuned-
plate, 342
crystal equivalent circuit, 341
design specifications, 324
dynatron, 322
electron coupling, 336
feedback, basic circuit types, 332
generalized equivalent circuit, 337
use of, 324
frequency stability, 336
frequency stabilization impedances,
design of, 336-341
general principles, 321
general theory, simplified, 321-324
Hartley, 333
isolation of tuned cireuit, 335
linear analysis, feedback approach,
327-328
four-pole approach, 325-326
Meissner, 335
multivibrator, 347-349
wave forms, free running, 349-353
negative resistance, 323
R-C tuned, 345-346
relaxation, 176
tuned-grid, 333
tuned-plate circuit, 328-331
tuned-plate—tuned-grid, 334
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Oscillators, vector diagram of tuned-
plate, 330-331
Overlap (polyphase rectifier), 233-238
angle of, p-anode rectifier, 236
three-phase double-wye, 245
correction due to, 237-238

Parallel feed, 73
Pearson, G. L., 418
Pentagrid converter, 400, 402
Pentagrid mixer, 401
Pentode, circuit symbol, 3
connections, 60
equivalent circuit for amplifier, 64
in broadband amplifiers, 135, 141
interelectrode capacitances, 64
in tuned amplifier, 264-278
plate characteristics of, 61, 65
static characteristics, 61, 65
Phase compensation, 138-141
Phase deviation, 358, 361
Phase distortion, 79
compensation, video amplifier, 138-141
reduction by inverse fecdback, 121-
122
Phase-inverter circuit, 111
Phase modulation, 358, 360-361
Phase-shift control of thyratron, 214
circuits for, 217-222
use of saturable reactors, 221
Phase-shift curves, shunt-compensated
amplifier, 140
Phasitron, 384-386
Photocell, vacuum, 47
control of relay, 48
Photosensitive devices, 46
static characteristics, 47
Pietenpol, W. J., 449
Piezoelectric crystal in oscillators, 341-
343
Plate (anode), conductance, 5
resistance, 5, 14
Plate characteristics, see Characteristic
curves.
Plate dissipation, in a-f amplifiers, 150—
151
in plate modulation, 369-370
in r-f power amplifiers, 302, 308
Plate efficiency, see Conversion effi-
ciency.
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Plate modulation, see Amplitude modu-
lation.
Polar diagram of feedback amplifier,
R-C-coupled, 127
transformer-coupled, 127
Polyphase rectifiers, 226
commutating voltage, 228
commutation of current, 228
harmonic analysis, p-anode rectifier,
230-231
ignitrons, 226
interphase reactor, 239
interphase reactor current, 243
interphase reactor voltage, 242
load-current wave forms, 231
overlap, 233-238
angle of, 236
correction due to, 237-238
p-anode rectifier analysis, 229
ripple factor, 230-231
secondary current, effective value, 231
six-phase star, 232-233
three-phase bridge circuit, 238
three-phase double-wye circuit, 239—
245
three-phase half-wave circuit, 227
transformer leakage reactance, effect
of, 233-238
utilization factor, 231-232, 245
Push-pull, advantages of operation in,
104-105
composite dynamic characteristic,
105-107
composite equivalent circuit, 110
composite load line, 114-115
composite plate current, 106-107, 109,
112-116
composite static characteristics, 111-
115
input circuits, 110
operation, 104-116
Push—pull amplifier operation, class A,
104-116
class AB, 161-163
class B, 115-116
optimum class Aj, 164-165
optimum class AB;, 164-165

@ of circuit, effective, in tuned amplifier
271, 278, 279, 281
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@ of circuit, fundamental definition,
253
loaded, in tuned power amplifiers, 310
313
parallel circuit, 251
series circuit, 250
transformer-coupled amplifier circuit,
271
Quiescent operating point, @, 7, 9, 13, 17,
22, 23

Rating of gas tube, 171-173
R—-C-coupled amplifier, 79, 84-92
plot of AB for, 127
push—pull, with phase inverter, 111
R-C tuned feedback oscillator, 345-346
Reactance-tube modulator, 378-384
Receiver, for AM waves, 396
superheterodyne, 396
Rectifier, bleeder resistance, 207
definition, 188
full-wave, gas-filled, 197-198
vacuum, 193-196
grid-controlled, 212
half-wave, circuit, 189
vacuum, 189-193
ripple factor, 189, 191
ripple voltage, 189
tungar, 178
Regulator, voltage, 175
Relaxation oscillator, 175-179
Resonance curve, double-tuned coupled
circuit, 255-256
fractional frequency deviation, 251-
252 i
series R, L, C circuit, 250
universal, parallel B, L, C circuit, 252
Ripple factor, 189, 191
capacitor-input filter, 212
inductor-input filter, 210
Russell, J. B., 130
Ryder, R. M., 278, 427, 431

Screen grid, 53
Screen-grid tube, see Tetrode.
Secondary emission, 56
in r-f power amplifiers, 204
suppression of, 59-60
Seely, Samuel, 238
Self-bias, 25, 49, 50, 333, 334, 344

INDEX

Semiconductor, boundary-layer effects
in, 423-425
conductivity of, 419
energy-level diagram for, 416
extrinsic, 417
forbidden region, 416, 418, 419
germanium, 420-423
Hall effect in, 419-420
hole-electron pairs in, 421-422
intrinsic, 416
n-type, 417, 422
p-type, 418, 423
Series feed, 333
Shannon, C. E., 357
Sheath, positive ion, 173
Shede, O. H., 61
Shield-grid thyratron, 180
Shockley, W., 419, 448
Shunt feed (parallel feed), 73, 333, 334
Sideband frequencies, see Frequency
modulation.
Sidebands, see Modulation,
Single-phase rectifier circuits, 188-225
bleeder resistance, 207
capacitance filter, 199-203
capacitor-input filter, 210-212
conduction angle, gas-filled tubes, 197,
198
d-c¢ power output, 192, 196, 198
efficiency, full-wave circuit, 196, 198
half-wave circuit, 192
filters, 199
full-wave circuit, advantages, 195
full-wave vacuum-tube circuit, 193-

196

half-wave vacuum-tube circuit, 189-
193

harmonic current components, 191,
195

inductance filter, 205-207
inductor-input filter, 207-210
ripple factor, 191
voltage doubler circuit, 204
Single-tuned circuit, optimum adjust-
ments, 253-254
Single-tuned transformer-coupled r-f am-
plifier, 267-271
bandwidth, 271
optimum resonance, conditions for,
269-270, 271
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Single-tuned transformer-coupled r-f am-
plifier, @, effective, 271
voltage gain, 268-269, 270-271
Space-charge limitation of current, 169
Space-charge neutralization, 169
Sparks, M., 448
Stability, of amplifier, effect of inverse
feedback, 125-128
Nyquist's criterion, 127-128
of transistor amplifier, 432
of oscillator, 336-341
Staggered tuning of amplifiers, 282-283
bandwidth of, 283
relative gain, 282
response characteristics of, 283
Standard symbols, IRE, 17-19
definitions, 18-19
Static characteristics, 4
see also Characteristic curves.
beam-power tube or beam tetrode, 62
circuit for obtaining, diode, 4
triode, 14
composite, beam tetrode, 163
diode, 6-9
triode, 112, 162
diode, 5, 8
pentode, 61, 65
tetrode, 55
triode, 11
Strecker, F., 34
Superheterodyne receiver, 396
Suppressor grid, 59-60
Sweep circuit oscillator, see Relaxation
oscillator.
Synchronous switch, 290

Tang, K. Y., 190
Tank cireuit, 290, 291
Tank current, 292, 293
curves for, 293
measurement of, 292
Taylor series, 67, 297
Teal, G. K., 448
Terman, F, E,, 100, 104, 121, 130, 144,
266, 346 :
Tetrode, 53
beam—power, 61-62
circuit symbol, 3
composite push—pull characteristics,
163

481

Tetrode, equivalent a-c circuit, 57-58
input admittance, 59
static characteristics, 55
Thomas, H. A., 333
Thomas, H. P., 384
Thompson, B. J., 108
Three-phase double-wye circuit, 239-245
Fourier analysis of wave forms, 242
interphase reactor, 239
interphase reactor current, 243
interphase reactor voltage, 242
overlap angle, 245
transition current, 244
voltage regulation, 244
wave forms, load voltage, 241, 243
secondary voltage, 239
Thyratron, 173, 174, 178
control characteristics, 179, 181, 213
d-c control, 181-185
d-¢ motor control, 221-222
electrode arrangement, 174
ignition angle, 213-215
inverter circuits, 182, 185, 186
phase-shift control, 217-221
shield grid, 180
Time delay on line, 139
of wide-band amplifier, 140-141
Torrey, H. C., 418
Transconductance, 12, 14
measurement, of, 28
Transducer, definition of, 358
Transformer-coupled amplifier, 80
audio-frequency voltage, 93-104
plot of 48, 127
single-tuned r-f, 267-271
Transistor, current amplification factor,
438-440
junction, n—p-n, 448-450
nature of, 425
noise, 468
performance data comparison, 427
type-A point contact, 426
Transistor—n—p—n junction, 448-450
circuit parameters, 453
image impedances, 456
static characteristics, 4560-452
Transistor—type A, cascade arrange-
ments, 442-447
equivalent a-c circuit of, 429, 431, 432
frequency characteristics, 438-442
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Transistor—type A, power stage, 447
static characteristics, 427-428
Transistor amplifier circuits—n-p—n,
biasing, grounded collector, 464
grounded emitter, 459-461
collector current control, 459-460
frequency limitations, 465-468
generalized circuit relations, 454-456
grounded base, 456-458
grounded collector, 463465
grounded emitter, 458-463
Transistor amplifier circuits—type A,
cascade arrangements, 442-447
condition for stability of, 432
general four-pole, 429
grounded base, 429-434
grounded collector, 436—438
grounded emitter, 434436
power stage, 447
T network, 431, 432
Transmitter, FM, block diagram, 380

Triggering of thyratron, 173, 178, 213~

214
Triode, amplification factor, 11-12
circuit symbol, 3

coefficients (or parameters), 10-11, 14

composite push-pull characteristics,
112, 162

constant-current characteristics, 10-

11, 305
equivalent a-c circuit, 22-23
load resistance, optimum, 154-156
maximum undistorted power output,
155-156
mutual characteristics, 10-11
plate characteristics, 10-11

plate current, linear approximation

for, 298
plate resistance, 11, 14
theoretical plate efficiency, 157-158
transconductance, 11-12, 14

Trippler, frequency, see Frequency trip-

pler.
Tube, definitions, 2
vacuum, cireuit symbols, 3
Tuned coupled circuits, 253-262
analysis of, 257-259
band-pass characteristic, 256

bandwidth, double-tuned circuit, 261-

262

INDEX

Tuned coupled circuits, double-tuned,

254-256
optimum adjustment, double-tuned,
255

primary, 254
secondary, 253
resonance curves, double-tuned -cir-
cuit, 256
single-tuned, 253-254
voltage gain, double-tuned circuit,
258-259
Tuned direct-coupled amplifier, band-
width, 266
voltage gain, 265, 267
relative, 266
Tuned-grid oscillator, 333
Tuned-plate oscillator, 328-331
Tuned-plate, tuned-grid oscillator, 334
crystal-controlled, 342
Tuned r-f power amplifiers, 290-320
analysis of, class B, 297-303
discussion, 296
applications of, 292
cireuit for, 291
conversion efficiency of, 295, 301
example solution for, 305-309
external characteristics of, 202-295
graphical analysis of, 303-309
grounded-grid circuit of, 318-319
linear properties of, 292-295
load coupling, analysis of, 309-313
neutralization, triodes, 314-317
phase relations, class B, 299
class C, 291
power supplies and bias for, 317-
318
secondary emission effects, 294, 301
variables used in analysis of, 202
Tuned r-f voltage amplifiers, class A, r-f,
263
direct-coupled circuit, analysis, 265-
266
impedance characteristie, 263
in cascade, 280282
requirements for tuned class A, 263
single-tuned direct-coupled, 264-267
single-tuned transformer-coupled r-f,
267-271
typical circuits, 264
Tungar rectifier, 178
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Utilization factor, 231-232, 245
six-phase star, 245
three-phase double-wye, 245

Valence electrons, 415-416
Van Dyke, K. 8., 342
Variable-mu tubes, 72
Video amplifier, 134-144
frequency compensation, high, 136-
141
low, 141-144
phase distortion compensation, 138-
141
time delay, 138-141
Voltage amplification factor, 11-12, 14,
27
Voltage doubler, 204
Voltage feedback, 128
Voltage gain, backward, 38
definition, 24
double-tuned amplifier, 274-276
doubled-tuned coupled -circuit, 258~
259
feedback amplifier, 117-118
forward, 38
grounded-grid amplifier, 284

483

Voltage gain, transformer-coupled r-f am-
plifier, 268-269, 270-271
triode amplifier, 43
Voltage regulator tube, 175
Volt-ampere characteristic, see Charac-
teristic curves.

Wallace, R. L., Jr., 449
Wave, 139
carrier, 357
definition of, 355-356
equation of, 356
frequency, 139
modulated, mathematical formulation
of, 359-362
modulating or modulated, 357, 360,
363, 364
phase of sine, 358, 359
shape, transmitted, 139
velocity of on line, 139
Wheeler, H. A., 278
White, S. Y., 81
Whitmer, C. A., 418
Wilson, A, H., 417
Winograd, Harold, 238
Woods, F. 8., 372
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