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The cartoons in this book represent a fortune spent

on invective - directed toward one man and one

union. They also represent honorable battle scars -

a potent reminder that men of courage and action who

dare -to-do must take their knocks.



AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS

(A.F. L.)

570 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N. Y.



TO THE LOCAL UNIONS OF THE

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS:

The pages of this booklet are filled with a unique display of cartoons on one subject
and one man: your union and your President. Because they have been filtered through the
eyes of the country's most skilled cartoonists, you may not recognize either at first ai.ce.

Nonetheless, you will find that your aspirations and your organization have become fused
in the pen -and -ink creation of a labor leader whose resemblance to any person, living or
dead, is not wholly coincidental.

Since James C. Petrillo became your president in 1940 he has also been recog-
nized as the symbol of the musicians' unending struggle against machined music. And
because he was and is the symbol of that struggle, he has been singled out as the target
of a vicious and persistent pen -and -ink barrage. No man - possibly excepting a president
of the United States - has been so persistently cartooned.

True, there has come a lull in these attacks as the man and his real motives become
better known and your Executive Board utilizes this means and opportunity to reacquaint
you with the history of our struggle and to reassure you that the fight will be continued

until the future of live music is secure. Meanwhile, it is well to reflect, as you review this
pictorial history of the struggle, that the task will not be easy and that these pens, so often

mightier than the sword, will not be sheathed.

Herein you will find your president pilloried as a thug, a crude illiterate, a dicta-
tor and one-man monkey wrench in the wheels of progress. The picture presented to the
public by editorialists has been etched in by the cartoonists. More than three hundred
drawings line the walls of your president's office. They represent a fortune spent on
invective. They also represent honorable battle scars, a potent reminder that men of
courage and action who dare to do must take their knocks.

We have assembled in this booklet, not all, but as many of the cartoons we could,
with due regard to copyright permissions. They present quite a view of your leader -a
view that all who know him will not recognize.

You will learn, if you heed the cartoons, that this devoted father and grandfather
hates little children. But the artists don't mention the Code of Ethics President Petrillo



subscribed to in the name of the Federation, which carefully smoothes out the conflict
between school and professional musicians with satisfactory results for each.

You will discover from the cartoons that this militant labor leader stands in the
way of industrial advance. But you won't learn from them that he has pioneered the pro-
gressive concept that the machine has a responsibility to remedy the human destruction it
causes. You won't find any reference to the accomplishments of the Recording and Tran-
scription Fund, which has made a major cultural contribution to our times.

The cartoonists seem unable to resist President Petrillo's middle name. And they
go on from there to convince themselves that he must be "Caesar" in action as well as
name. They overlook what a Federation member knows - that your union is truly demo-
cratic, open to all who play for pay, with annual conventions that elect officers by secret
ballot, with autonomy for each of 700 locals, with complete and audited financial reports
- all backed up by an intelligent membership.

Your President, we know, takes these things in his stride. His high sense of duty
keeps him on the job unceasingly, no matter what the cost to him. As his close associates
on the International Executive Board, we want this booklet to show you one aspect of the
problem that faces him and to urge you to continue to support his efforts to preserve our
musical heritage.

The International Executive Board, A. F. of M.

By International Secretary

c_L.4aA4



In 1942, the A. F. of M. stopped recording to avert a crisis for "live" music.
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Recordings were destroying their jobs so the musicians quit making them.

New York, P M

Billboard

Baltimore Sun

Chicago Times



The recording ban, with all its abuse of Petrillo, was fruitful.

"Do you think it will be
all right with Mr. Petrillo?"

Little Caesars of U. S. Still Going Strong ,No.
JAMES CAESAR PETRILLO, WHO DEFIES UNCLE SAM

AND THE PEOPLE, WITH DIRECTIVE AGAINST RECORDED MUSIC.

*BUT THIS IS
A FREE COUNTRY!'

Reprinted from March 1943 Esquire
Copyright 1943, Esquire, Inc.

 THATt WHAT
YOU THINK!'

Hudson, N. J. Dispatch

Detroit Free Press Providence, R. I. Journal



It made possible a Recording & Transcription Fund that helped all.
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By Stan Mac Govern

Stan Mac Govern in the New York Post, Copyright 1948
by the New York Post Corp.



And by so doing made the machine provide jobs for those it had injured.

New York Daily News

SILLY MILLY

Collier's
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Petrillo foiled Atty. Gen. Arnold's effort to enjoin the ban in U.S. Court.

Buffalo Evening News
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Fiddling While Thurman Arnold Burns

Washington Star

Ills OWN MUSIC.

NEW DEAL
THEME 5ONC.

"LABOR CAN
DO NO WPONC.

/

Washington Star New York Sun



Private Lives
By Edwin Cox

HAROCWYBOYS?

WONDER IF THE MUSICIANS' UNION BOSS.
JAMES 'PETRILLO ,HIRED THOSE SIX
BODYGUARDS SO THEY COULD ENTERTAIN
HIM \MTH THE SEXTETTE FROM "LUCIA"?

Washington Post

ALL'S FAIRWAY

MUSIC CZAR JAMES PITIULICIPLAYS A WEIRD
VARIATION OF GOLF: BECAUSE PUTT/N4

IRKS HIM r HE BLITHELY SKIPS
ALL THE GREENS/

Chicago Daily Times

CAMELS SOUP PRESENTS
CLUB /6

I

Drawn for BROADCASTING by Sid Hax
"No more soup eaters-Petrillo just called in to ask if this guy's got

a union card."

JAMES PETRILLO
lie called a year -long wartime strike
To mukt more tribute from each mike
From juke box to the Mahar ttttt nie
Ile's spread as neatly as hishimie
Calloway and Koussevitzky
Both can beat batons to Ititsky-
Not a note will they evoke
Unksii this maestro oars oke

rough -skinned as an armadillo
Is our hardy pal. Petrillo.
NIusie- charms may -with, him. but
Not if the boys rant get their rut.

-ETHEL. Ji

Reprinted by special permission of the Saturday Evening Post
Copyright 1943 by The Curtis Publishing Company

BROADCASTING -Telecasting The Evening Bulletin, Providence, R. I.



Recording and broadcasting interests joined to wage war on one man.

Drawn for BROADCASTING by Sid IIla

"-Says he wants to see our union card."'

The People's Muse
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--By Knott

Dallas Morning News

Milwaukee Journal
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."The Man Who Hath No Music In His Soul Is An Undesirable Citizen."
-So said Shakespeare.

Evansville, Indiana Courier



MR. FALA OF THE WHITE HOUSE

0

by ALAN FOSTER
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"Mr. Petrillo might not like this -

Collier's

Never Had a 'Lesson' in His Lila. and Needs One

MUSIC,ANC'
UNION

Milwaukee Journal

New York World -Telegram and Sun

Nal Need 1'., Form Breadline

Rhinelander Daily News Akron Beacon Journal



THE MUSIC/ANSI
UNION WONT
LET Him PLAY MI6
DRUM. MADE ME
TRICE IT AVIAT
FROM HIM

New York Herald Tribune

The MUSir !tin/otter

New York World -Telegram and Sun

Chicago Daily News Chicago Daily News



They sought by unfavorable publicity to magnify and distort the issues.
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"THEM NOTES AIN'T ON THE I NION Sl AI E"

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Private Lives By Paul /Ford
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JIMMY PETRILLO,
/WES/PENT .f." 77/e AMER/G-14'
FEDERATiON MUSICIANS,

IS PAID A SALARY
GREATER/HAN THE

COMBINED SALARIES
Of WILLIAM GREEN AND
JOHN L. LEWIS.

Vicroa.

IN HIS DAY,
ALWAYS CARRIED
FIVE -DOLLAR
600 PIECES
TOGIVETD 7,t,
DOWN- AND- //,
OUTERS

OWE , ERROR,
NE SLIPPED ONE 70
ANDREW CARNEGIE,
7N/A4C/N6 1/641.4 8E66417

Chicago Times

ried an honorary musicians' union
card, too? -Pinky Panx

Chicago Tribune

Detroit Free Press



The Timid Soul By Webster

PERHAPS I'D OE -1 -TER EMPLOY -
A COUPLE OF MUSICIANS To
PLAY lUS RECORD FoR me.
I Don.ir 1.,./ANT To OFFEND Tile
UNION AND HAVE THEM DENOUNCE
ME AS A LABOR BAITER, OR A

STODGE FOR 'VIE CAPITALISTS.
OR A FAs-ctsr

4114('-:

Chicago Sun

Providence, R. I. Journal

MON GOLF

CAE.`1,\CAt\I
BASEBALL

LE

GARDE

COMICS
RADIO

CIPC\°

New York Sun

New York WorldTelegram

Evening Bulletin, Providence, R. I. Evening Bulletin, Providence, R. I



San Francisco Chronicle

1
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"Past! It's Petrillo!"
Reprinted from May 1946 Esquire
Copyright 1946 by Esquire, Inc.

"Look, Bub! Either get that squeak out of those shoes
or get an AFM card!"

Why Knock? Just Crawl Under, Boys

Los Angeles Times

Chicago Tribune

BROADCASTING -Telecasting St. Petersburg Independent



"At Last, Joe, We Can Play Anything We Want Without
Worrying About Petrillo!"

BROADCASTING -Telecasting

Saturday Review of Literature

"Petrillo Heard Our Studio Canary Chirp During the String
Ensemble Program Last Week!"

BROADCASTING -Telecasting

Ream, K,M 

"It's Mr. Petrillo, sir; about the maid, in the third act, humming while she dusts"

American Magazine

Reprinted by special permission of the Saturday Evening Post
Copyright 1945 by The Curtis Publishing Company

Montreal Star
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Philadelphia Inquire
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Washington Sta

FISH OF ONE, FLESH OF THE OTHER

WHAT HAPPENED
*TO "EQUAL RIGHTS

FOR ALL" ?

Washington News

I AMNON riallEIN
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Midsummer Night's Dream by Sewell Avery

Cincinnati Times Star Washington Star



Los Angeles Times

"WON'T YOU HAVE MY SEAT, MR. PETRILLO?"
"DON'T BE SILLY, MR. AVERY!"

The Wrath of God Dewendeth

Copyright 1945, New York Herald Tribune, Inc.

Whadda You Got That I Haven't Got. Caesar?'

FOUR MILLION 60C144:

(EARLY, FOR DEfYINv

TUE GOVERMAggl
Amp 6ETT,N4

wt. if

Journal -Every Evening, Wilmington, Del.

.
UNITED MINEWORKERS OF AMERICA,

: TITHE CI O. AND THE AMERICAN FEDERATION

MONTGOMERY WAR38C0 !elk OF LABOR, GOES JOHN L LEWIS.

(THERE, BUT FOR THE GRACE OF THE 't

=

Washington StarChicago Tribune



Detractors lost no opportunity to confuse and mislead the public.

Funny Angles By Angelo
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"Ladies and gentlemen, I'm sorry to announce the

cancellation of the concert-Mr. Petrillo won't allow it."

A CHICAGO VIOLINIST

Chicago Sun

OUR CAESAR'S BEEN FEEDING ON RAW MEAT AGAIN

Philadelphia Inquirer

"Little Caesar- Calls the Time

Philadelphia Record Dallas News



New York Daily Mirror

Nlamn Seems In Hasa- 1.1.111111/red a i'mohlem Child.

New York World -Telegram and Sun

Chicago Tribune

"I Don't Givadam Who It is! The AFM Has No
Statement for National Radio Week!"

BROADCASTING -Telecasting

-And Now How About Fencing This Dictator In?

Chicago Daily News
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Chicago Herald -American



Congressional action was one result of the villifying campaign.

,yl
BROADCASTING -Telecasting

"He's Boss of the Musicians Union...
Even the Government's Scared of Him!"

"Membership cards. We want to avoid
any trouble with the Musicians' Union!"

King Canute Of The Air Waves

BROADCASTING -Telecasting

Collier's

Collier's



Chicago Daily News

New York Daily Mirror

Evansville Courier

Washington Star



Washington Star

Providence, R.I. Evening Bulletin

:3;.e Unto Caesar the Things Which Are Caesar s

Des Moines Tribune

ONE PLACE IN WASHINGTON WHERE THEY LISTEN
AND LIKE IT

Chicago Sunday Tribune



Providence, R.I. Evening Bulletin
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New York Daily News

IT CAN START WITH A BAD BOY AND' A LITTLE SNOWBALL

The Philadelphia Inquirer

IT'S EASY!. THAT
KING CANUTE DIDN'T
HAVE ENOUGH POWER...

AN' PONT WORK ON
TH' RIGHT WAVES !

New York World -Telegram Washington Star



Providence, R. I. Journal

How to Heroine a Saw!)hone Player in One Lesmon

WHAT DO I HAVE
TO DO TO RE A

ISAXOPHOtli
PLAYER 9

/ 'JOU PLAYA :3AXOPHONE

Went Too Far This Time

Chicago Daily News

Copyright New York Herald Tribune San Francisco Chronicle



Buffalo Courier -Express

the Chicago Sun

STATIC MOVES IN ON FM

The Philadelphia inquirer

S Radio Birds Arc Still Free -B) liting.'rford
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MOVING IN ON THE HEAVY CREAM?

New York Daily Mirror
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Providence, R.I. Journal

Chicago Tribune Detroit News



"Petrillo say -s we gotta put two
more men on this drum."

Courtesy Better Homes & Gardens Magazine

The elderly tourist ignored Petrillo by warbling
in the "Whispering Spot".

Chicago American

1" MUSICIANS MINERS FROM
MOM STRIKES AND

T -1STRIKES AND THREATS OF
THREATS OF- STRIKES6.

STRIKES

$

Chicago Herald -American

There's More Than One Way of Killing a Goose

New Orleans Times -Picayune Rhinelander Daily News



But the "Fund," survived three unfriendly Congressional Investigations.

Nei,. 'House of Lords' Mare Powerful Than Congressi
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Hudson, N. J. Dispatch

TT\
REQUEST: George Bernard Shaw was din-

ing in a restaurant which had a noisy orchestra.
Finding it impossible to concentrate on Isis

vegetables, he summoned the waiter.
"Does she orchestra play on request?' he

asked.
"Yes, sir. Is there something you would

like them to play?"
"Yes," said Shaw, wincing at a blare from

the brass. "Will you tell them to play checii-
r rs until I have finished eating?'

Montreal Herald

'"ta4SILE_ 'VETT-411.LO - I I./Fact
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Chicago Times San Francisco Chronicle



The
fawnerAer

"IsI.n
not
contidin.
In the
viva
sense.
for*,
office:

The Philadelphia Inquirer

LiSTEN,
PETRittO,

CANT VOL)
PULL A STRIKE

omrkm4
FELLOW

New York World -Telegram

The
CaniSkitLe:

Pule ez..

Mae,
dant
embarrass
me."

New York Daily News

It had been a battle of the Titans.

Detroit Free Press

Detroit Free Press



PETRILLO MARES THE HIT PARADE . . . BUT GOODI

11t r

1'

Providence, R.I. Evening Bulletin

Hudson, N. J. Dispatch

National figures like Byrnes, Vinson

and even F. D. R. became involved in it.

HE DOE5NT
REQUEST ME -
HE ORDERS

ME

PLEASE, PETRILLO,
LIFT YOUR BAN

ON RECORDINGS

The New York Sun

Washington Star Detroit Free Press



Congress, prodded by the outcry of selfish interests, joined in the melee.

Brooklyn Daily Eagle

The Daily News, Chicago, Ill

N. E. A. Service, Inc San Francisco Chronicle



Buffalo Courier -Express

New York Daily Mirror

Chicago Times

Chicago Herald -American



Hit One and Missed Fifty

Copyright New York Herald Tribune

OPERATION WING -CLIP!

New York Daily Mirror

Providence, R. I. BulletinWashington Star



Barring None

Chicago Daily News

Oregon Journal

Chicago Times

I 47Eaarblig
sveaSTERS
HIRE MORE DEMI
rgAN y_EEDED

JPar fai, SE/if/CfS
, Nor ?f,ifooffp

P:442'41aPor
porm.../oes

-7.L4diyes

Washington Star



IPS
Mr. Petrillo Appeals to the Supreme Court

The New York Sun

STRIKE 712 COMPEL N/R#Y0
Of illitiffDID EMPLOY1S

New Orleans Times -Picayune

'Yoo-hoo, John, Plenty of Room'

Washington Star Chicago American



Passage of the Lea Act was greeted with loud cheers by the opposition .

New York Daily Mirror

JET TOo canto TNIE °NE.
JT TRY TO PUT M IN JAIL°

0. K., You Asked for If, Mr. Petrillo!

Milwaukee Journal

'Little Caesar' By Messner

veac'lle
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PETRILLO

StPRIEMS
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Plainfield, N. J. Courier -News

Chicago Tribune



In 1946 Petrillo faced U.S. Judge La Buy

charged with violation of the Lea Act.

Chicago American

New York Daily Mirror

Barring None

I 614 Ada.

Washington Star

By Burck

NAT I- PETRI LL

AC T

Chicago Times



A Lesson from Petrillo
Chicago Sun

Out of Tune

DOUBLING IN BRASS

Chicago American

St. Petersburg Times

ttouSINGSMOVAGESI itrr
MK WE'VE GOT A FULL '""

MooN NfgE-AND THE -11a;lbgi cum.'
ROUBLE A GUI HAS -- ---a.

GETTING A SHIRT!

t 4ti

Features of the Aoril Dinner of the Gridiron Club

Washington Star



Constitutionality of the Lea

Act was promptly challenged.

SOUR NOTE: Congress plans investigation of
Petrillo as czar of Musicians' union.

New York Daily Mirror

Detroit Free Press

GETTING MIGHTY TIRED OF TURNING THE OTHER CHEEK

New York Sun

Chicago Tribune



Petrillo won, but the Supreme Court did not agree that the Lea Act was invalid.

Detroit Free Press

Hudson, N. J. Dispatch

Philadelphia Evening Bulletin

Chicago American
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In January, 1948, Judge La Buy held Petrillo guiltless of any violation.

Trade Union Courier

"WHAT IS THIS TAkT41.41ITLEY THI\G?"

Philadelphia Evening Bulletin

Let's Hear That Other Record, Caesar

New York World -Telegram Detroit Free Press



New Orleans Times

Chicago Sun

Chicago Times

Pittsburgh Post -Gazette



Nevertheless, the Lea Act continued to curtail employment in radio.

Montreal Daily star

A Slip 'Twixt House and Woodshed

Chicago Daily News

SAUCE FOR THE GANDER

1.415''
MEMBER OF MUSICIANS' U at is t e idea of the

clothespeg?"
WAITER: "It's for your nose, sir. You pay for what you eat and,

if you smell it, it's extra."

Toronto Telegram

Philadelphia Evening Bulletin



The Taft -Hartley Act forced the A.F.of M. to vote a second recording ban.

Mnnii Goon Round and Roused.-

IT THP OCTOPUS HAS HIS WAY

PETVILLO OCTOPUS

New York World -Telegram

IG

CAM bAleE /may
ONHA' POOPLE.
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81154714T °
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Montreal Herald

TOLERANCE-At rehearsal one after-
noon, Serge Koussevitzky, conductor of the
Boston Symphony, was dissatisfied with the
orchestra's performance. When repeated cor-
rection had produced no improvement. he
tossed his baton on the stand and cried:

-Gentleman, after 20 years in Boston I

have learned to tolerate beans, but I w;1. not
tolerate has-been!"

Chicago Times



Los Angeles Examiner

Chicago Daily News

Chicago Sun

The New York Sun



For a third time Petrillo faced questioning by a Congressional group ...

MILAWITO TT MACLIT
JAMES C. PETE:IA.0

New Republic

Des Moines Tribune

Charleston Gazette

James CZAR Petrillo Should Have Told
Thomas Edison

Lewis in the Milwaukee Journal



And came off best in lively testimony before a hostile committee.
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New York World -Telegram
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Happy New Year Baby

Chicago Sun

The Master's Voice

Philadelphia Evening Bulletin

Newark, N. J. Sunday News



Oregon Journal

Chicago Polish Daily News

Seibel in the Richmond Times -Dispatch

New York Daily Mirror



Oregon Journal

6F130ER.EPt.

Before the days of Petrillo and
labor permits, the little German
band played their little tunes in
front of the saloon and then moved
on to the next one?

-Pinky Panx.
Chicago Tribune
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"You think I dors blow it? --Last year it brought 3 moose and a
warning from the musitions union."

Providence., R. I. Bulletin Chicago Times



The Music Code of Ethics brought about a new era of understanding.

Providence, R. I. Bulletin

"-and the beauty of it is that Petrillo can't touch us!"

Collier's

TRUE ENOUGH

A. F.M. PRIM DENT
JAMES CAESAR prrprii.L.Cre
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JAMES PETIMILLO...

I WAS IN A
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PETRI
WENT TO
SCHOOL.
FOR NINE
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AP Mrsitior

AP Newsfeatures

The Saturday Review



Petrillo's long, hard fight was winning a change in public attitude.

Providence, R.I. Journal
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"Who-me?"

"If ,'Jr. Petrillo says Gabriel needs two more horn players,
then Gabriel needs two more horn players"

Reprinted from May 1948 Esquire
Copyright 1948, by Esquire, Inc

San Francisco Chronicl Providence, R. I. Journal



Even industry joined to seek a solution to the musicians' problems.

Oumoell Pome
Old King Cole
Wks a cheap old soul.
He went to Petrillo, you see.

-VHS. VOIA-OF -C?&
OPN-E

'

cilia &ALMA

But he got a turn down
And a clout on his crown.
'cause he wanted his fiddlers free.

-Distant Dan.

Chicago Tribune

WE'LL STARVE
nu TRANSCRIBERS
AND BROADCASTERS

INTO

SUBMISSION!

Evans in the Columbus Dispatch

Chicago Tribune

The New York Sun



Caesar Has Spoken

JAMES CAESAR
PE TR i LLO, cZAR
Of
KAS 1S9UtD A

ROYAL DECREE
SILENCING
COLLI.1.1 BOARS
AT GAQM.PL

BASKETBALL
GAJAE 8

by Mullin

New York World -Telegram



One answer was the creation of "The Music Performance Trust Fund".. .

New York World -Telegram

The Philadelphia Inquirer

SO YOU
WONT SING; Ef-q,

I BET JAMES PeTRILLOS
GOT YOU SCARES/

Chicago SunDaily News, Detroit, Mich.



Carrying the approval of the U.S. Departments of Justice and Labor.

N. News

New York Daily Mirror

QUICK, WATSON, THE NEEDLE

Oakland Tribune

Reprinted by special permission of the Saturday Evening Post
Copyright 1948 by The Curtis Publishing Company

"Wanna buy a recording, chum?"

Coll er's



Once again the machine assumes some of its responsibilities.

The Newburgh, N. Y. News
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Drawn for 1110AWASTING by Sid His

Bill Bailey: "No, damarif ; it's F.11A.".

Chicago Times

"It's the new ffninn rule ire 1101.e to pro.
ruts for then, if they bare mitre than

burs reNt-
Reprinted from December 1949 Esquire
Copyright 1949, by Esquire, Inc.

BROADCASTING -Telecasting



We wish to acknowledge the kindness of the cartoonists,
editors and publishers who have given us permission to re-
produce the drawings in this booklet.

Whatever our disagreements, we recognize that their talent
has kept before the public in a timely and graphic way each
step of President Petrillo's progress toward the attainment
of a better life for musicians.

It is possible to present herein only 240 of the more
than 300 such cartoons displayed in the New York City
headquarters of the A. F. of M. because of copyright
restrictions.

Reproduction of any of the cartoons in this booklet
is subject to permission of the copyright owners.



This booklet compiled for the

American Federation of Musicians, A.F.L.

By

Hal Leyshon & Associates, Inc.

292 Madison Avenue, New York, 17, N. Y.
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