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CALLING THE COMMONWEALTH

i

Every Christmas Day, the King broadcasts a' Christmas greeting to the people of the

Commonwealth from Buckingham Palace in London.
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CAB

Allard Presents CAB Quests

To Parliamentary Committee

Ottawa. — The Canadian Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters. in a long
brief, underlined nine major points
which it urged the Parliamentary
Committee on Radio to put into
effect, during one of the Com-
mittee sessions here last week.

T. J. Allard, general manager
of the CAB, outlined to the
Committee the private broadcast-
ers’ association’s recommendations.
They included:

A separate regulatory body not
connected with any part of the
broadcasting industry, public or
private, be established to control
radio and television in Canada.

The Department of Transport
continue to license and police the
use of broadcasting channels.

A Treasonable number of these
channels be provided for the “sub-
sidized government service,” the
CBC.

All other usable channels should
be offered to Camadian citizens for
“general non-subsidized use.’

The radio license fee. “which is
a tax on knowledge, a tax on the
right to listen and therefore a
serious limitation on a very fun-
damental right,” should be elim-
inated.

TLicenses for non-subsidized, non-
government stations should have
security of tenure, subject only to
compliance with  the general
framework of the law of the land,
including equitable expropriation
where the public interest may re-
quire this.

The control over non-CBC sta-
tions in news and other programs,
as at present exercised by the
government’s agency, the CBC
should be abolished, with radio
being made subject only to the
same laws as govern printed pub-
lications. )

Those engaged in broadcasting
and television should be given full
opportunity to be heard by the
recommended Tegulatory board on
matters directly affecting them.

Properly qualified Canadian
citizens be permitted to provu}e
television service immediately in
any area of Canada.

s = .

The brief went on to state that
of the 154 radio stations in Can-
ada, 19 are governmem-owned.
The CBC, representing 19 stations,
it said, has complete control over
all the others.

“Yet no one would seriously
suggest that ‘there should be 19
daily newspapers owned and pub-
lished by a government agency,
or that this agency should have
absolute license control of all
other daily newspapers and power
to limit and censor the advertising
and editorial content of the other
daily newspapers,” the brief held.

“Broadcasting stations in Can-
ada today,” it continued, “do not
operate within ‘the framework of
the general law of the land as do
all other forms of publication. On
the contrary, they operate under
very strict controls imposed 1n
part by the Radio Act, in part by
the Broadcasting Act, and in part
by regulations made under these
Acts—regulations which have the
force of law.”

The CBC is one of the bodies
empowered to make these regula-
tions, it contended, saying: “The
CBC is a tax-free, subsidized, gov-
ernment-owned operation  which
competes with privately-owned
stations f{or audience and for busi-
ness and at the same time has
the completer power to control the
programs of the private stations.”

a B =8

In calling for the separate reg-
ulatory body, the brief claimed
that sections of the Radio and
Broadcasting Acts “clearly demon-
strate that the CBC is under com-
plete control of the e¢xecutive arm
of government” when it decides
on appointments to ‘the OCBC's
Board of Governors, funds, financ-
ing, loans and grants, and ap-
pointment of its general manager
—all of which ‘“are key activ-
ites.”

A survey showing that 59 per
cent of the people favored all
private ownership and operation
of Canadian radio, was included
in ‘the brief. Listener surveys
were also quoted to show ‘that the
programs of private stations are

favored over those of the CBC.
m = A

The brief was eritical of some
of the recommendations of ‘the
Massey Commission in its major-
ity report dealing with radio and
television. Tt ‘“made recommen-
dations which are unwise and are
not in 'the best interests of the
publie,” the brief contended.

It had concerned itself almost
exclusively with those aspects of
radio which relate to supplying
cultural programs and ‘the educa-
tion of the public in cultural mat-
ters, the bnief pointed out, saying
that the Massey Commission’s re-
commendations would restrict pri-
vate enterprise in radio to ‘the
point where “all programs on all
radio stations in Canada would so
far as possible consist of those
which the government agency
thinks the public should hear; and
in order to increase listening to
these programs all other programs
which the public might prefer to
listen to would be kept at an
absolute minimum.”

“We express no objections,” the
brief added, “to the Canadian

people, through its governmental
agency, the CBC, using a number

of radio broadcast channels 10
produce and broadcast cultural
programs at taxpayers’ expense.

What is objected 10 is appropriat-
ing all radio broadcast channels
for government-approved programs
to the detriment of other vitally
important public interests.”
- B2 B

The brief felt it was a miscon-
ception, frequently stated, that if
it were not for the CBC, broad-
casting in Canada would become
dominated by U.S. interests. “It
is apparently not generally real-
ized,” it said, ‘“that the bulk of
the better-known United States
programs are brought into this
country by the CBC and released
on its networks . . . whereas only
four . . . privately-owned stations
have direct U.S. connections, and
three of these are casual and
irregular.”

" & =

“The only way to increase the
use of talent is to afford greater
facility for training and to per-

(Continued on page 6)

Bermuda . . . or Ottawa — Ottawa Valley
You can't get up early enough to beat CFRA

T

CFRA’s Terry Kielty and George Gowling were up before the sun to get color

material for the second edition of Bermuda Bound.

In the above picture, Terry is

interviewing members of the “Seahorse Club” at Bermuda’s Elbow Beach Surf Club

during their regular Friday morning pre-breakfast get-together.

Last year's Bermuda Bound program was so successful, CFRA is again being

used to stimulcte interest in the gay, holiday islands.

You'll find, as Bermuda has, it pays to advertise on a wide-awake station.
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The King’s Broadcast

For years past, the King of the British
Commonwealth of Nations has delivered,
from Buckingham Palace in London, an
inspiring address which is relayed by radio
to all the members of this vast family.

At this time, when lack of understanding
and general dissension are so rife, it is an
encouraging thought, and an example to
others, that we have this one annual oppor-
tunity to forget petty differences of opinion
and concentrate on what we see and like
in one another. Therein, far more than in
armed might, lies the Commonwealth’s
phenomenal strength.

Many of us, now living happily in Can-
ada, had our beginnings in the British Isles.
In other cases, our fathers, or our fathers’
fathers, left the old world to settle in the
new. All of us here are bonded together
by the proud privilege of Canadian citizen-
ship, and those of us of British origin have
that fact as an additional tie.

Being a good Briton or a good Canadian
or both has no negative significance, entails
no obligation to dislike anyone. Neither
does it mean that it is necessary to cajole
or compel others to live as we live. It is
a sort of legal bigamy where we have not
one wife but two, where we can be the
richer and the happier for knowing and
loving two countries.

One day, and let us pray that day comes
before it is too late, we are all going to
realize that real and lasting peace will only
be restored to this warring world when
English-speaking people everywhere can
look at onc another and, looking, just see
what they have in common.

You cannot know anyone, properly, with-
out finding something about them to love.
Surely if this is the case with people, it is
the same with nations.

Unfortunately, it is a characteristic with
human beings that some of them are firmly
convinced that there are two ways of doing
a thing—their way and the wrong way. And

Christmas 1951
Small children hang their stockings
by the fire
For Santa Claus to fill.

And, in Korea—guns bellowing.
It’s Christmas?

Grim, ugly factories are belching
flames.

They fashion armaments to maim and
kill.

In contrast to it all, a child’s voice
speaks

The ancient greeting: “Happy Christ-
mas!”

It’s Christinas?

Come, fete the Birth, with incense,
myrhh

And merriment around the festive
board!

Bear gifts the Wise Men bore the
Prince of Peace

Two thousand years ago.

Let childish laughter quench the belch
of flames

And quell the roar of cannon, spewing
death,

While Mother stuffs the dressing in the
goose

And finishes the icing of the cake.

And pray with me our songs at Christ-
mas time

May sound throughout the world;
warm hearts of stone;

Let brotherhood re-live; turn hate to
love

And strife to peace. Then shall those
blessed words

Ring out once more, defying dread or
doubt—

IT'S CHRISTMAS!

there are also those who carry the idea still
further, and cannot rest until they have bent
every effort to force their way on the rest
of the world.

Through Magna Charta, British Law is
a British heritage that has spread itself-—

voluntarily—far beyond the British Isles.

Being British is a civilization and a creed
or code that knows no territorial boundaries
and wizlds no compulsions. It speaks its
language and administers its justice as it
sces fit. It lets others follow in its wake
or take their own paths as they choose.

From it has grown a League of Nations,
tied by this common tongue and common
code, each nation a tower of strength in its
own right, but many times stronger when

all stand together.

The members of this League of Nations
are united by these invisible hereditary ties.
They live in the way they want to live and
encourage others to do the same. They
exist to build up and to create. But they
are ready, when danger lurks, to tear down

and destroy.
- L] a

At this particular period, we are facing
a far greater problem than our enemies
from without. And that problem is a less
evident but no less startling threat of fis-
sures and frictions from within.

Right now, the world needs the complete
unity, which is the ideal of the British Com-
monwealth of Nations, as it never needed
it before, because down through history,
the British spirit has proved itself supreme
in leadership.

- [} -] a

When the voice of our Commonwealth’s
King reaches us over the air, wherever we
may be on Christmas Day, it will not be
just another radio program. It will be a
gathering together of a group of free nations
around the world, tied by no stronger com-
pulsion than kinship, a flaming example of
concordance and fraternity to the rest of

the world. And the gathering will be only
made possible by radio.
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Rimouski

The Largest French-Language
Potential Coverage in Canada
after Montreal and
Quebec City

5000 WATTS
ON 900 KCS.
Supplementary

to the
French Network
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HORACE STOVIN IN CANADA
ADAM YOUNG IN THE U.S.A.

CAB

(Continued from page 3)

mit ‘the privately-owned stations
to form competitive networks,”
said the brief. This would enable
the private stations to spread the
cost of live-talent programs among
many stations across the country.

The CBC’s monopoly on network
broadcasts discouraged the devel-
opment of Canadian talent, the
brief stated, adding that in many
cases it was not economically feas-
ible for private stations to use live
talent which could compete with
the talent used on a network pro-
gram. But any person with rea-
sonable talents and reasonable
willingness to work finds no dif-
ficulty securing employment.

a2 n n

On television, the brief claimed
the entry of properly-qualified
citizen applicants into the tele-
visioni field would bring this me-
dium to many areas other than
Toronto and Montreal at no cost
to the taxpayers, and it urged
the Committee to recommend this.
“Operators of non-government
radio stations in Montreal, To-
ronto, Ottawa, Windsor, Hamilton
and New Westminster have indj-
cated their willingness and their
desire to immediately enter the
television field,” it said.

While the introduction of tele-
vision will unquestionably destroy
broadcasting as it now exists, to
refuse existing non-government
operators permission to enter into
television “is simply an indirect
way of expropriating their busi-
nesses or ‘cancelling their licenses,”
the brief continued.

a 8 =

One example of specific in-
stances of injustices resulting from
CBC control was the monopoly
the CBC has in wire line facil-
ities, Allard said in answering a
question by John Diefenbaker
(PC, Lake Centre). When occa-
sionally given permission to oper-
ate small networks, private sta-
tions were forced to rent their
line facilities from the CBC at
prices higher than they could get
them through dealing directly
with wire line companies, he de-
clared.

The CBC had refused some pri-
vate stations permission to carry
free-of-charge programs on the
Canadian National Exhibition,
manager of

Ralph  Snelgrove,

OKANAGAN

Wishes you all a most

Merry Christmag

Happicst of Nefw Pear

CKOV

“THE VOICE OF THE OKANAGAN”

CKBB, Barrie, told the Commit-
tee. Phil TLalonde of CKAC,
Montreal, complained that the
CBC had refused his station the
right to carry National Hockey
League broadcasts, because sim-
ilar broadcasts were carried on g
CBC station in Montreal.
4 =ma

CCF Leader M. J. Coldwell
questioned Allard on the results
of the survey which showed nearly
60 per cent of the people favored
private ownership of radio, sug-
gesting that if this was correct it
would have been reflected in pre-
sentations to the Massey Commis-
sion which would not then have
supported the CBC as they did.
But Allard pointed out that the
Commission itself admitted in its
Teport the regret that it had not
heard from the man iin the street.

W 5w

The control over radio of the
CBC was responsible for keeping
down the advertising rates of pri-
vate stations, Allard stated, be-
cause they had to meet the com-
petition of ‘the subsidized CBC
stations. e was not complain-
ing of competition as such, the
CAB general manager emphasized,
but of subsidized competition.

Private stations should have an
equable tenure in their license to
broadcast since at present a license
can be cancelled at any time by
the CBC, although they are
granted for a ‘three-year term,
declared Allard. He recalled two
instances, for Coldwell, where
licenses were suddenly cancelled
—one at Cobalt and another at
Dawson Creek, although the can-
cellation was for cause. Allard
suggested that license cancella-
tions were few because operators
obeyed the regulations, but he
held that once issued, a license
should remain in effect indefin»
itely, and that it should be can-
cellable only when it was proved
the station owners had broken the
law.

Although <Coldwell considered
broadcasting a public service,
Allard maintained that it is a
business, but like the publishing
business, it is also a public ser-
vice. Any business, he concluded,
had to be a public service in order
to survive.
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Continuing his testimony before
the House Radio Committee the
following day, Allard enlarged on
the CAB recommendation which

(Continued on page 8)
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