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True North, distributed by Columbia, is
looked after by Bernie Finkelstein. Bernie is
thought of in the trade as being a “character”.
A character he is: asked for a quote on
Murray McLauchlan’s musical stature, Bernie
re-arranged himse!f in his chair and stated
that Murray is one of the top singer-
composers in North America, if not the
world. Bernie believes.

Murray McLauchlan came to Canada from
Scotland in the early fifties as a child.
McLauchlan’s claim to originality is that

he is a troubador of the cities in an age when
it is fashionable to raise goats and grow
squash. His city is Toronto. During the hey-
day of Yorkville, McLauchlan could be
found there, haunting the coffee houses,
listening, learning.

After Yorkville came five months in New
York, a pubtishing contract and perhaps

a little unspoken disillusionment. McLauch-
lan returned to Toronto to find Yorkville
finished. He fell in league with Finkelstein
and the story begins,

“Song from the Street”, a highly acclaimed
first album, was produced at Thunder
Sound, Toronto by Gene Martynec. It
established McLauchlan. Then came the
much hyped atbum session with Ed Free-
man in New York. Freeman had met sudden
commercial success with Don MclLean’s

McLAUCHL AN continued on page 2
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JUNEAU REAPPOINTED
AS CRTC CHAIRMAN

In a decision that came as no surprise to

the broadcast industry, Pierre Juneau was
last week reappointed as chairman of the
Canadian Radio-Television Commission for
a second consecutive five-year term. The
decision came hot on the heels of a major
policy speech by Communications Minister
Gerard Pelietier which gave government
support to many of the controversial Juneau
policies (see separate story in this issue).

Juneau, the CRTC’s founding chairman, has
tackled a number of major problems and
still has several tough ones to bring under
Commission regulation. His past term saw
rules introduced to regulate Canadian con-
tent on radio and TV; to force foreign
owners to sell their stations; and to regulate
a mushrooming cable TV industry. Pelletier’s
speech indicates he will have the Trudeau
government's support for rules bringing FM
radio, pay-TV, high-rise apartment cable,
and numbers of U.S. stations on cable sys-
tems, under more direct Commission con-
trol. All in all, it appears it will be a busy
second term for the man who has earned
more respect from the broadcast industry
than most would have thought possible

five years ago.

FOSTER HEWITT MARKS
FIFTY YEARS ON AIR

February 1973 marks the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the first hockey broadcast of Foster
Hewitt, who still does play-by-play for
Toronto Maple Leaf games on his own
station, CKFH. The illustrious career of
Foster Hewitt in radio began in 1923, when,
as a 19-year old cub reporter at the Toronto
Star, his editor ordered him to broadcast

a game scheduled for airing on the Star’s
radio station. From a tiny booth at the
Mutual Street Arena, Hewitt covered the
game over the telephone and began a tradi-
tion still alive today in his CBC Radio/
CKFH broadcasts. For more than forty-nine
of those fifty years, Hewitt did not miss a
single game.

As his hockey broadcasting continued,
Hewitt longed to get a station of his own,
coming close at one point to buying CHUM
in its less-prosperous, pre-rock-and-roll days.
Eventually in 1950 he applied for the only
Toronto frequency available, a local channel
(1400 khz) which carried a maximum power
of 250 watts. The station managed to pay
its bills on this frequency from February
1951 to 1961, when he was awarded 1430
khz following a Peterboro station’s abandon-
ment of the frequency. Power was increased
from 250 to 1000, 5000, 10,000 and finally
50,000 watts a year ago.

69-year old Hewitt says of his station’s rock
music (adopted in 1967): “I rather enjoy
rock now. But | don’t know if we’re really
arock station. The beat is still there, but it’s
much more listenable’’.

Hewitt’s other holdings make him a multi-
millionaire. He owns 14% of Baton Broad-
casting, shares he acquired when John
Bassett was attempting to gain the licence
for CFTO-TV more than a decade ago.

GENE MacLELLAN
AT THE RIVERBOAT

Last week the Riverboat welcomed one of
Canada’s foremost singer-songwriter’s,
Capitol recording artist Gene MaclLellan.
Although the first half of the show, a solo
appearance by Keith McKie, was weak in
almost every field except that of the vocals,
the twin billing was still worth seeing. :
McKie’s voice is strong and most of the
time under control, but, as one observer
put it, he resembles in his choice of
material and the way he handles himself
on stage, a “‘cosmic Keith Partridge”’. But
maybe that’s where music is going and-Mr.
McKie has got us fooled by a mile, Then
came Gene MaclLellan. Although Gene’s
stage presence has little or nothing to

do with what he sings and writes and
consists mostly of tuning and conversing
with the two other members of his group,
both great musicians, as soon as the music
starts, watch out. Not that anything spec-
tacular happens, but the sound is tight

and the rendering of the songs almost

perfect. | mean if you’re going to sing
about being “alone and cold, without a
dime to call your girl,” you know how the
song goes, you’ve got to sound that way.
Paying tribute to Anne Murray, MaclLellan
said: “After all, if it weren’t for her |
probably would be here” and then went
into his rendition of “Snowbird”. He

also did a more rocky, swingier version of
“Put Your Hand....."” much more becoming
to the song in my eyes. Brian Ahern, of
Anne Murray fame, was on hand for the
performance, sitting in a corner by a tape
recorder. So we might hear some of the
sound that went down at the Riverboat
last Friday night on a forthcoming
MaclLellan album. It certainly wouldn’t

be the listeners loss, ‘cause the feeling was
there. -Peter Ouellet

BEECHWOOD/CAPITOL TO
PUSH ON COUNTRY MATERIAL

Beechwood/Capitol Music of Canada has
made a definite movement into the country
field with the appointment of Bobby
Spooner as professional manager for
country music. Prior to this appointment
the entire catalogue was handled by Willi
Morrison who will now concentrate on

Pop and MOR material. The move was made
to allow greater exposure on BCM copy-
rights.

Spooner is well-known in country circles
having been a country booking agent in
Toronto for the past few yezrs.

LONDON BOWS
ORPHIC EGG LINE

London Records of Canada has introduced
Orphic Egg, a reasonably priced classical

line aimed specifically at people who do not
normally buy classical product. Availabie
immediately are eight albums, featuring the
works of many of the greatest composers,
among them Mahler, Bach. Ravel, Beethoven
and Stravinsky. Premier album in the line is
“The Musical Head”, an album containing
selected cuts from the rest of the series.

The eight albums are being made available
to retailers in pre-pack form of twenty five
albums, eight eight-track cartridges or eight
cassettes. Browser cards are included with
each prepack.

To get the line off to a good start in the
Toronto area, London’s Ontario promotion
rep for international product, Jim Macdonald,
set up an impressive display at the A&A
record outlet on Yonge Street.

CAPITOL’S PAUL WHITE
HEAVY ON PROMOTION

Capitol’s A&R Director Paul White has
increased company and international
interest in Capitol’s activities through his
““We’re Going Places’’ information sheet,
now into its third issue.

White’s mailing list includes European and
U.S. record companies, publishing houses,
bookers and all those in allied fields. The
info package was distributed at the recent
MIDEM meet in Cannes, France where White
and Manager of Beechwood Music of
Canada, Joey Frechette, played Canadian
product and talked about Canadian pub-
lishing.

A big plus for White, and Capitol is the
attention they are drawing internationally
with Anne Murray’s “Danny’s Boy"” and
“Last Song” by Edward Bear — both
products of Capitolism. Ms Murray’s
performance at MIDEM’s Gala Concert
(Jan 26) was one of the highlights of the
Conference. The Murray and Bear singles
have now been released by EM] affiliates
around the world.

Capitol product also receiving the U.S. nod
include singles by Tommy Graham, Pepper

Tree, Christopher Kearney and Flying
Circus. The latter, an Australian group now
residing in Canada, are being groomed as
Capitol’s next big international happening.
They first hit with “Maple Lady” which
was culled as a single from their album,
“Gypsy Road”. Although they didn’t set
the charts on fire they did receive substan-
tial airplay which gave Capitol the necessary
encouragement to continue building the
group.

White and company have a few hat tricks
for the coming year with one of the most
important newcomers to the fold being Bob
McBride, lead singer of Lighthouse. His
vehicle, “Pretty City Lady” from his
“Butterfly Days” album, has now estab-
lished McBride as a potentially powerful
new solo act.

Don’t miss the
RECORD PRODUCTION
WORKSHOP
AT C6-MARCH 10th
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Commencing March 10th, 1973 there
will be three days of activities to

bring vou up to date with what's
happening in the industry. Communica-
tion Six will be RPM’s greatest meet

to date.

Internationally-known speakers will
discuss record production, record
promotion, programming, music
publishing, A&R and performance
rights. Leaders in the industry will
conduct workshop sessions on every
aspect of records and programming.

The frosting on the cake for the three
day happening will be RPM’s Juno
Awards which will again be held in the
Centennial Ballroom of the Inn On
The Park in Toronto.

f.
e

COMMUNICATION SIX

There is limited registration and this
advance notice will allow those inter-
ested to register early to assure partict-
pation in the three davs of activities.

Send the form below and vour cheque
as soon as possible.

Unfortunately it will not be possible
to accommodate last minute registra-
tions — and it is important that your
cheque accompany your registration
form. Confirmations will be mailed
only to those who have complied with
this request.

Don’t miss the most exciting three
davs in the Canadian music industry.

Communication Six promises to be a
landmark in our growing industry.

REGISTER NOW!

SATURDAY SESSION
BEGINS AT 9 AM
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LEBLANC BOWS
PERFORMANCE

Well-known Canadian music journalist,
Larry LeBlanc, has unveiled his first enter-
tainment column which is directed at the
consumer press. Titled “Performance”, the
first issue was mailed to 250 Canadian news-
papers and 100 European and American
publications. L_eBlanc will concentrate on
pop music with adequate exposure to
Canadian acts. The idea for the column
apparently came about from RPM’s Com-
munication Four meeting which was held
at the Bonaventure Hotel in Montreal last
Fall. It had been hoped to kick off the col-
umn earlier but because of continuing mail
difficulties, LeBlanc held off until this date.

LeBlanc is supplying “‘Performance” free to
daily newspapers for eight weeks after

which $4.00 per column charge will be asked.
Monthly magazines, foreign press and others
are to be charged $20.00 per month after a
one month trial.

On tap for ““Performance’ are interviews with
Anne Murray, Don Troiano, Rita Coolidge,
The Stampeders and The Poppy Family.

“

mediocrity, will be overwhelmed by the new genera-
tion of competent, creative, confident artisans and
by all those of preceding generations who have
already demonstrated their freshness of mind, their
talent and their capacity for inspired leadership.”

— Pierre Juneau

. the prophets of doom, the messengers of
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SPECIAL RECORDS HITS
SCENE, SIGNS WITH GRT

A new record company under the name
Special Records has made its debut on the
Canadian record scene with three albums
scheduled for release. Ross Reynolds,
president of GRT, announced that his
company has signed an agreement to dist-
ribute material on the Special label. The
first three albums are by Horn, Downchild
Blues Band, and La Troupe Grotesque.

With a working title of “On The People’s
Side’’, the album by Horn will be the first
release for the new record company, which
is headed by David Bleakney and James
McConnell. Horn is a three-year old group
based in Toronto who play a fusion of rock,
jazz and modern classical. They have
recently been gigging around Ontario cam-

puses and at clubs such as Toronto’s Gross-
man’s, Speakeasy and Beverly. The album
was recorded at Thunder Sound.

Hot on the heels of Horn will be an album by
Downchild Blues Band, who recorded “Boot-
leg” previously for RCA. The album, done at
Toronto Sound with Terry Brown engineer-
ing, represents quite a difference from the
two-track setup used on ‘“Bootleg’. The
straight-ahead blues sound has been aug-
mented by extra horn and harmonica tracks.
Group members Don and Rick Walsh wrote
several new tunes for the album.

Scheduled to follow Downchild is Canada's
first contemporary humour record. Paul K.
Willis and Michael Boncoeur {otherwise
known as La Troupe Grotesque) will be
putting on record some of their bizarre
material familiar to thousands of club, can-
cert, coffee house and bar.patrons.

CONFIDENTIAL RADIO-TV
REGISTRY LAUNCHED

A personnel placement service flying the
banner Confidential Radio-TV Registry has
been launched in Winnipeg. President Ms.
Betty Blick organized the new enterprise
as a partial solution to the never-ending
personnel problem facing Canadian broad-
casters.

Every category of staff is represented: the
Registry will endeavour to place on-air
staff, copywriters, newsmen, engineering,
technical, sales, production, administration,
programming and traffic people. Individual
applicants pay no fee, and no resume is
divulged to a station without the applicant’s
written consent. Home addresses are used
to ensure confidentiality.

All charges for service are paid by the broad-

casting stations. There is a fee (ranging from
$50 to $100) for registration, which entitles
the station to one year of utilization of
Registry services, which includes a monthly
bulletin of personnel becoming available.
Management may have information screened
in a variety of ways to exercise control

over the age, salary, and specialized talents
of its potential employees. No fee is paid
unless a station hires one of the applicants
(fee is one half of the monthly salary to

be paid).

Initial response to the newly-organized com-
pany has been good, with positions listed for
those just beginning radio careers through

to personnel with many years of experience.
More information can be obtained from:
Confidential Radio-TV Registry, 61 Harvard
Avenue, Winnipeg, Man. R3M 0)6; phone
(204) 284-7581.

QUALITY ON THE SPOT
WITH “PEACE” SINGLES

Quality Records seems to be the main
Canadian record company to benefit from
the recent Vietnam peace signing as they
currently have two singles out dealing with
this theme.

Already released when the agreement was
signed was "“Sound of Peace’” by Bobby G.
Griffith on Ranwood. Rushed out in the
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three days after the ceasefire signing for
radio station mailing prior to the ceasefire
taking effect January 27 was a single by a
new group from Toronto, Millhouse.
Independent producer Shel Safran presented
a tape to Bob Morten (Quality’s national
promotion manager and A&R man) on
Wednesday )January 24. After a remix
session at RCA Studios the Millhouse
master ““The War Is Over” was complete
that same evening. Labels were ordered
immediately and the record was pressed
and mailed on Friday January 26. The
topicality of the record gained it airplay

at once. The lyrics do not look at the peace
from a Canadian viewpoint but express the
joyous feelings of the whole world that

the Vietnam hostilities have ended. Quality
at present is negotiating for U.S. release of
the record.

Deadline for programming
information: TUESDAY NOON
Telex — 06 22756

Telephone — (416) 425-0257
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SHELDON KAGAN BRINGS
VENTURES TO CANADA

Sheidon Kagan, whose unconventijonal
music business career was sketched in RPM
17/2/73, has arranged another of the off-
beat concerts that are his trademark. For
the first time ever, UA recording artists
The Ventures will play in Montreal and
Ottawa. Though they haven’t had a lot of
radio airplay for several years now, nostal-
gia could make them a big draw, Kagan
has booked two of the fastest-rising new
Canadian contemporary acts to give the
package extra box-office appeal, namely
Lorence Hud and The Wackers.

Lorence Hud received substantial airplay
for his A&M single ‘‘Sign of the Gypsy
Queen” which reached number sixteen on
the RPM 100 Singles Chart. Meantime, the
Wackers Elektra release “Day & Night”
reached fifty in the same issue, though it
was a bigger success in their (new) home-
town of Montreal.

Saturday February 24 is the date for the
two Montreal gigs at Place Des Arts, with
tickets scaled from $4.50 to $5.50. Ticket
prices will range from $3.50 to $6.50 the
following evening for the Ottawa concert
at the National Art Centre.

FLUTIST AITKEN’S WORK
PREMIERES IN BRUSSELS

Renowned Canadian-born flutist Robert : 2t i
Aitken has premiered the work ‘““Shadows . . . . .

11 (Lalita))” in Brussells, Belgium. Aitken Hlttlng WIth the'r f'rst reat
was commissioned by the Societe de 1 o

Musique Contemporaine du Quebec to I COUNTRY MA 1"
write the piece for premiere during the Slng e’ !OU
SMCQ’s tour in Belgium and France,

s e ] 1 now, from their new album.

“Shadows Il (Lalita)”, for sofo flute, three
cellos, two percussion and two harps, was

premiered at the Conservatoire Royale de ! 5.
Bruxelles and performed later at the Cana- ‘ '

dian Cultural Centre in Paris.

Aitken is ranked as one of the world’s
finest flutists as well as one of Canada’s
foremost contemporary composers. After
performing with the SMCQ, he will play

a concert date in Iceland, returning to
western Canada to play a duo concert with
pianist John Hawkins.

WEA APPOINTS ELLIOT
TO ONTARIO PROMOTION

Tom Williams, national promotion manager
for WEA Music of Canada, has announced
the appointment of David Elliot to the
position of Ontario promotion representa-
tive. Elliot has been with WEA’s merchan-
dising department for the last nine months.

His involvement with the music business | THE SINGLE - COUNTRY MAX ((C4.3090) from THE ALBUM-SPACE OPERA (ES-90T116)
stretches back to 1965, when he was an

Ontario rep for Apex Records (now MCA). ‘ E.)

More recently, Elliot was known as a mem- ~

ber of Toronto-based group The Counts.

The previous WEA Ontario rep, Brian Perry, | COLUMBIA RECORDS OF CANADA,LTD
remains with the company in a new sales and
promotion position. SR 0]
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Pindoff’s Taylor Campbell and Kris Pindoff with John Leetham
(Pickwick) and Ed LaBuick (LaBuick Sound) at Toronto party. Bobby, Mrs. Craig and Fred Harrison in for Cachet bash.

i N

The King James Version (1) perform at Cachet party. Photo at right : (Shermarr’s), Tom Audet (Stereodyne) and Bernie Early on board
Ed LaBuick, John Leetham, Ron Newman (Stereodyne), Tom Burney, for LaBuick’s fling at Toronto’s Fanny Hill Restaurant,

Cachet’s Gordie Tapp buttonholes CFTO’s Pat Murphy (1). Photo at LaBuick, Queen Anne, John Leetham and Mr. & Mrs. Shirley Harrison,
right shows Clay Killackey (Pickwick), Sam Bornstein (STP), Ed who were on hand for the Cachet/British industry get-together.
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A REPORT
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While the obvious advantages of having
16-track facilities can’t be denied, there is

a relatively new hole-in-the-wall studio

on the outskirts of Vancouver that is getting
a surprisingly good sound out of their two —
years, two - track board. Good enough,
anyway, for at least one contract with

A&M and serious consideration by Quality
Records. Which goes to show, once again,
it’s not what you've got, it's how you use it.

Run by Canadian music veteran Merv
Buchanan, Music Media Studios exists
specifically to service its own talent, selling
relatively little time to outside artists, and
with its super low overhead, can hardly lose.
So far, artist Lee Hurst will shortly release
asingle, “Whole Lot Of Your Love” and
“Saturday’s Wild’’, on A&M, and Buchanan
is currently in negotiations with Quality to
close an album deal for a group called
Sebastian. A previous release which caused
some stir was ‘‘The Ballad of Fred Quilt”,
a country number about an Indian whose
death and subsequent inquest resulted in a
wide-reaching furor in B.C. last year.
Written by Buddy Roberts, an inmate at
Matsqui Penitentiary, the record was given
much airplay in Western Canada and was
taken to Ottawa by the Council of Non-
status Indians for a convention there, as
they felt it personified public sentiments
about Indian peoples. It is on Music Media’s

MANUFACTURED ¢ DISTRIBUTED BY
MUSIC OF CANADA_ LTD

Mountain City label, distributed by Rada
Records.

Tom Northcott and manager Bruce Allen
are this close to signing the contracts which
will put Northcott back on the Warner
Brothers label where he started. The con-
tract will include some work with Lenny
Waronker, Tom’s old producer,

Northcott’s previous contract with Warner’s
ran out in 1969 after which he went with
UNI until last year. The current contract

is for one year with a two-year option.

Randy Bachman with Brave Belt fly to
Toronto February 14 for the pilot of a new
CFTO TV series to be called “Roq”, pro-
duced by Mike Steele of ““Rollin”’, fame.
Details of the series are still under wraps,
but if it gets a go-ahead, “Roq”’ will be
hosted by Vancouver’s Terry David Mulli-
gan and will be filmed live.

International Promotion Consultants, major
west coast-based independent promotion
company, reports that they will be pro-
ducing 1ours for The Bells and Anne
Murray this spring.

Kevin Hunter Associates have hired |PC for
the Bells tour which begins March 9 in
Saskatchewan and covers all the western
provinces and northern Ontario, in 19
dates. At this moment there is the possibil-
ity that Ann Mortifee, west coast folk
singer/writer whose album, from the score
of the ballet "*Ecstacy of Rita Joe’’, has
just been released on Kerygma Records,
will join the tour.
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Baimur Investments L_td. has hired IPC to
produce Anne Murray’s northern tour,
concentrating this time on smaller centers as
far north as Inuvik and south to North
Battleford and Prince Albert, a date a day,

© April 4 - 15.

IPC’s Bruce Davidsen, just returned from a
promotion tour of the prairies, also reports
that Cliff Edwards, ex-leader of the Bells, is
receiving heavy feature play on his re-
cently released album, “Transition”.

And he also found the funniest promotion
he’s heard this year — CHED’s Back Door
door prize, and suggests that any program-
mer who wants a good laugh should get in
touch with Bob McCord. Yes, CHED is
giving away their back door,

SHERMAN’S/MUSIC CITY/
GLENNS SHARE A&M POT

Joe Summers, National Sales Manager, A&M
Canada has announced the four winners of
their Window Display Contest as: Sherman’s:
Music (Toronto), Music City No. 2 (Winni-
peg), Glenn’s Music (Calgary and Vancouver),
Each winner received a cheque for $100.

Summers ran his contest from Oct 1 through
Dec 31 resulting in the window and in-store
display from more than 200 locations
across Canada. A&M supplied dealers with
box sets of posters of 13 artists as well as
covers and an Ode display. A&M salesmen

in each region forwarded photos of the
displays to Summers, who came up with

the final decision.
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HAIDA PLANS CONTINUED
GROWTH IN ‘73

Victoria-based Haida Records has announced
its plans for the beginning of 1973. The
A&M-distributed label’s Valdy has now has
his second single, *‘A Good Song”’ released.
Itis a follow-up to his Moffat Award-
winning “Rock ‘n’ Roll Song”. A steady
round of personal appearances has been
lined up for the artist including dates in
Edmonton, Calgary, Halifax, St. John’s,
Charlottetown, and Toronto. With a com-
mendable “‘never say die’ attitude, A&M
in the United States has re-serviced “Rock
‘n’ Roll Seng” to all stations.

Claire Lawrence, formerly of Chilliwack and
now signed as a solo artist to Haida, is
expected to have his first Haida album

released in the coming weeks. Recorded at
A&M'’s Los Angeles studios, the album
features numerous prominent musicians,
including Jim Gordon, Max Bennet and
Dean Parks. Lawrence is expected to put
together a permanent group and begin
touring in the near future.

Stallion Thumrock, subject of intensive
hype by Haida’s Ray Pettinger, will have
their debut album, “Mayday”, released this
month. The group will tour Canada exten-
sively throughout February and March.
Included are gigs in Red Deer, Edmonton,
Winnipeg and Brandon. Yet to be confirmed
are Sudbury, North Bay, Sault Ste. Marie
and Toronto venues.

Set too for release in February, is Spring
with their “So Far Away” single. It was
written by group member, Terry Frewer.

ABRAHAM’S CHILDREN

RECORD FIRST ALBUM

G.A.S. Record’s biggest group, Abraham’s
Children, have just completed over a week
of recording work at RCA Studios on their
soon-to-be-released album, the first album
release for the label. With Paul Gross
producing and George Semkiw handling
board duties, the bulk of the material

was completed in the week ending January
26.

The album, tentatively titled “Hot Dog” or
“With The Works”, will have uniquely
packaged promotion copies marked with
two ‘A’ sides. One will be on AM “A-

side’” with their two singles “Goodbye
Farewell”, “Gypsy’’ and commercial
material including a new song “How to Be
A Lady”. The other side is an FM “A-
side”” featuring progressive rock material
highlighted by an extended cut called
“Workin’ For The Man”’.

As the group wrapped up recording on
Friday, January 26, their mood was
jubilant. Word had just been received that
“Gypsy” had reached thirteen on the
all-important CHUM chart and was still
climbing. Final overdubbing and the
addition of strings are expected to take
another couple of weeks.

LABUICK THROWS
CACHET OPENER

They’ve been in business for several months
but Cachet Records’ Ed LaBuick took his
move of headquarters and warehouse com-
plex as the time to throw a large sized bash
to introduce his roster of recording artists to
industry people. Fanny Hill’s Restaurant in
Toronto was completely taken over and
packed to the door with rackers, retailers,
trade press and radio and television people.

The setting was perfect for the introduction
of Cachet and British recording acts which
include: The King James Version, Gordie
Tapp, London Bobby, Miss Ricky Yorke,
Maurice Bolyer, Jerry Dallas, Queen Anne,
Christine Scott, Stan Kane and Jim Carton.
Besides LaBuick, John Leetham of Pick-
wick Records, distributors of the two labels,
was on hand to co-host the affair.

John Lindstrom, anchor man for the King
James Version and Sales Promotion Manager
for Cachet, advised that the press party also
signalled the release of single and album
product. This included a single by Bernie
Early, “Oh California”, plus two record sets
of Maurice Bolyer/'‘Golden Banjo Classics”,
“Inspirational Country Classics”, “Pub
Party”, and London Bobby’s “At The
Pub”. Artists above are either included on
these sets or will be released shortly.

Cachet and British albums carry a suggested
list of $4.98 (2-record set) with 8-track
tapes at $7.98 (2-tape set).

‘Two big hits for
the price of
one great album
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Includes: Keep On Singing
Something’s Wrong with Me

Manufactured and
Distributed by
RCA Records
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new album also
includes much
more of his very
d% | own personal
kind of music—
songs about
love and living.




KARTMAN PROGRESS
FOR CELEBRATION 45

Celebration recording artist Ronnie Kartman
is having success in the initial stages of his
promo tour to promote the flip side of his
record “Strawberry Wine”. “One Who
Knows’’ has now been added at CKLB
Oshawa, CKTB St. Catharines and CHWO
Oakville. The original A side “Wine’ is now
airing on CHML Hamilton and CHOO Ajax.
CHSC St. Catharines is giving airtime to
both sides.

Kartman will appear as a single act at
Oakville’s Riverside Inn February 19-28.

MONTREAL'’S GAIL SHEEHAN
RECEIVES LONDON PUSH

Gail Sheehan, a young Montreal bank clerk,
is the latest to receive a boost from London
Records. Her vehicle, “Picture Yourself'’,

a self penning, produced in a Montreal
studio by Ben Kaye.

Ms Sheehan began her career at the age of
nine when she read her own poetry on a
local radio station. She advanced into
church choirs and began to compose her
own music at the age of fourteen. This led
her to the CBC and a “Youth Special”
which was her launching pad into the com-
mercial business. She has since appeared in
several television specials as well as in-person
concerts including Place des Arts.

“Picture’’ has already taken a berth on the
RPM Adult Contemporary Chart and,
according to Mike Doyle, national promo
for London, is only the beginning for this
pretty young talent. An album is expected
to be released shortly.

CKFM SHOWCASES
GROUCHO MARX LP

Groucho Marx was alive and performing
well in Toronto, resulting in excellent
sales returns on his A&M album, ““An
Evening With Groucho”. The entire
album was showcased on Fred Napoli’s
CKFM show. The 2-record set features
Groucho performing before audiences
across the U.S. nation.

Bill Ballentine, station manager, noted:

“We received good response to the program,
with forty phone calls while the show was
on and another six the following day

asking for a repeat.”

It’s not expected that the top rated FM
outlet will repeat the program but it is
certain that Napoli will pick cuts from
the eighty minute album, for future pro-
gramming. CKFM was the first Canadian
station to run the album in its entirety.

CANADIAN SINGLES
STILL STRONG — GAVIN

Canadian singles are continuing to show
good performance on the San Francisco
radio tip sheet published by Bill Gavin.
The volatile listings, which change quickly
and anticipate trade paper chartings by
several weeks, placed Edward Bear’s ‘‘Last
Song’ at an unprecedented five. Just below
the twenty cutoff point in Gavin’s *“Gaining
In Several Markets” were “Danny’s Song"’/
Anne Murray, and “Control of Me"/Les
Emmerson, both with bullets.

Further down the Report, where records
fight a ruthless battle to survive more than
two or three weeks, the Guess Who and
Abraham’s Children singles could be found.
Skylark’s “Wildflower’’ was chosen as
Gavin's Top Tip, noting *“Detroit sales com-
mand attention” (the record is on CKLW).

In the non-rock and soft-sound playlist,
Anne Murray jumped from seven to four
and Edward Bear moved up to eight. Les
Emmerson was twenty-one. The Skylark
side and *‘Kris Collection”’/The Bells were
shown in the “Correspondents’ Preferred
Picks’'.

The value stations place on the Gavin
Report is reflected by the fact that they
must pay $125 a year for it.

KOTAI'S MAHOGANY RUSH
TO TORONTO’S EMBASSY

Mahogany Rush, who recently released
their “Maxoom’’ set on the Kotai label,
moved into Toronto’s Embassy Jan 29 for
a one week stand. Robert Nickford of
Kotai has been busy promoting his group
in and around the Montreal market and
hopes to push their popularity westward.
With the bowing of their first album, the
group was likened to Hendrix. RPM’s New
Albums comment {Nov 11/72) found “A
self-consciously hard rock band who
interrupt their vaudevillian duplications of
Jimi Hendrix only long enough to pick a
bit of equally self-conscious rhythm and
blues. A pity.” - not too flattering.

However, Nickford admits that Rush’s
lead guitarist was influenced by Hendrix,
like so many were during his rise in
popularity, Nickford reports one comment
against his group as ‘“‘Plagiarism is fairly
common in rock music. But rarely has the
crime been perpetrated so cleverly as in
the case of Mahogany Rush,” which could
be taken as a form of flattery. In any
event, Nickford believes in his lead
guitarist, Frank Marino and does admit
that Mahogany Rush ‘‘does sound like
Hendrix at times, but never do they play
like Hendrix. Mr. Hendrix was unique.”

ROSS HOLLOWAY
SIGNS WITH A&M

Twenty-two year old Montreal singer/
composer, Ross Holloway, has signed a
recording contract with A&M Records.
Holloway first came into prominence
with the penning of the Tapestry single,
“The Music Doesn’t Seem To Be Going
Anywhere”.

Initial release from A&M will be a single,
“Can’t Go There Now” and ‘“Canadian
Man”’. His session was produced by John
Stewart and Jack Winters in a Montreal
studio. Holloway is managed by Gary Cape.

The above announcement was made by
Gerry Lacoursiere, managing director of
A&M Canada.
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ACCOLADES REPORTED
FOR MAJOR HOOPLE

Media man Skip Fox had ample opportunity
to lay on heavy promotion for Major
Hoople's Boarding House when they
wrapped up their appearance at the Brass
Rail in London last week. The appearance
by the five-man Polydor rock group could
only be described as a “‘smash”’.

The band packed the popular singles’
watering hole every night to frenzied
reaction. Things got so hectic on the
Saturday that the show had to pause to get
the audience off the tables.

Guy Cummings, Brass Rail manager,
presented Dan Monbourquette (group
manager) with a special invitation to the
staff party. Major Hoople’s Boarding House
are the first outsiders ever invited to attend.

Recently the band played at Toc Alpha at
the Sheraton Foxhead Hotel in Niagara
Falls. Toc Alpha is a study by young people,
of alcoholism, and Major Hoople’s was
selected for the job because of their

strong personal stand on the subject of
drugs. The six hundred plus crowd gave
their music a standing ovation.

CANADIAN ZEPHYR
MAKING GAINS

Canadian Zephyr, showing chart gains with
their Bronco deck, “World Of Make Believe”
{BR2702) have been given a promotional
assist from group member John Hayman.
The single, produced by Bud Crosgrey, who
also books the group through his Circle C.
Productions, has picked up listings in
Peterboro, Regina, Huntsville, Yorkton,
Kapuskasing and London. Although
country in effort, Zephyr have been slotted
as a country /folk group which has given
them added power with the Adult Contem-
porary stations.

They are expected to release an album in
May but will have a follow-up single, “My
Sweet Caroline’”, a Hayman penning within
the next few weeks. Zephyr's sessions are
produced at Ben McPeek’s Captain Audio
studios with Jim Morgan doing board
chores.

ERIC CLAPTON WINS
PLAYBOY JAZZ/POP POLL

British guitarist Eric Clapton has been
named by Playboy readers as the winner
of this year’s Jazz and Pop Poll. In a
change from previous years, only one
instead of three performers could win, and
be admitted to the Playboy Jazz and Pop
Hall of Fame.

Clapton, who is twenty-seven, has lately
earned a reputation as a musical recluse,
devoting all his energies to songwriting

and practicing the guitar. He rarely ventures
from his cottage in Surrey, England, for
any reason at all. Clapton’s star-studded
career has seen him associated with groups
such as Derek and the Dominoes, Blind
Faith, Cream, Yardbirds and many other
performers.
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“American Pie” and was ‘“‘hot”. On the
release of the second album, some critics
registered slight disappointment that it
didn’t live up to its hype. There was an
easy explanation for that: no album could.

It was, however, an excellent set and
received considerable play on the more
progressive stations in Canada and the
United States. All the while, McLauchlan
was touring extensively, playing campuses.
The second album is still selling consist-
ently and McLauchlan is still out there
touring. His recent appearances incjude
Bishop’s University, Sherbrooke; Queen’s,
Kingston; Trent, Peterborough; Scarborough
College and others. Upcoming are dates at
Carleton University, Ottawa; Centennial
College, Scarborough; University of Mani-
toba, Winnipeg; Laval, Quebec City; Loyal-
ist College, Belleville; and the University of

Guelph. McLauchlan is now accustomed
to campus success, and it is no surprise to
see standing-room-only crowds at his per-
formances.

In the works are projected tours of the
United States and Europe. The American

jaunt will see McLauchlan roam the estab-

lished east coast circuit, covering Boston,
Philadelphia, New York, Washington and so
on, The European venture is still in the
planning stages.

On the recording front, McLauchlan is
getting into the public eye with his ‘‘Lose
We’'. The flip side, “Farmer’s Song'’ has
been serviced as the plug side to country
stations. who were quick to hear the country
potential of the disc. Further recording
plans are vague, McLauchlan states that he

will be looking at studios here, in the United

States and in Europe before making any
moves about a third True North album,

FOOTPRINT PROMOTING
BEATLES DOCUMENTARY

Footprint Productions of Toronto has
embarked on a national campaign to
promote its documentary “The Beatles:
The Echoes and the Dream” to the radio
industry. The mailing piece points up that
CKGM Montreal logged over 3000 phone
calls when it presented its Beatles’ Week-
end recently.

“The Beatles: The Echoes and the Dream”
is a six-hour documentary covering the

history of the world’s biggest group from
“birth to Bangla Desh’'. |t features their
biggest hits and exclusive interviews. Writ-
ing and narration were done by Jim Nettle-
ton (WFIL, WABC, CHUM) and Long John
Wade (WCBS, WCAU-FM). Production was
done in Philadelphia.

The documentary has already aired at
KYA, WCAU, the American Forces Net-
work, CHED and CKOC. Handling Cana-
dian distribution for Footprint is John
Hanlon. He can be reached for more infor-
mation at {416) 961-5661, or Box 1236,
Station Q, Toronto.

COPPER PENNY GET
AMERICAN RELEASE

Sweet Plum recording group, Copper
Penny, who have grabbed extensive
national airplay on “You‘re Still The One”’,
have obtained an American release on the
song with the Big Tree label.

The disc, produced by Harry Hinde
Productlons picked up immediate airplay
when Sweet Plum released it two weeks ago.
CKGM’s John Mackey was the first
programmer to realize that the Kitchener
band had hit potential. CKXL, CHED,

and CKVN were next to air the record,
and-now the stations airing it include
Radiomutuel, CHEX and CKLW.

The speed of the Canadian radio reaction
was a factor in Big Tree’s immediate U.S.
release. Big Tree is the label responsible
for Lobo’s smash “Don’t Expect Me To Be
Your Friend”, currently nineteen on the
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