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In 1929 Sniderman's Radio Sales
and Service was started. It was an era
of big bulky radios that broke down

often. As the years went by, radios
started to be installed in cars. Snider man's soon became known for radios,
car radios and phonographs.

As the demand for phonographs
grew, the need for records grew and
one day young Sam (then 17 years

old) approached his mother Gertrude
and his older brother Sid with the idea
of opening a small record department

in the store. That was 1936 and the
beginning of what is today one of the
largest record empires in North Amer-

ica.
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SNIDERMANS

records sold at a premium price.
As business grew, the store was ex-

shoe

were many because radio stations had

and

to go to Sam to get the records they
needed.

Eventually the store was renamed

Sniderman's Music Hall.

A great believer in promotion and
advertising Sam started to advertise in
the Toronto dailies offering records at
a discount. Even out-of-towners journeyed to Sam's to pick up the latest
single -s and LPs at a lower price and
the reputation grew. It was the store
that had "all the records."
The time came to move the store to
a downtown location.
"We were always eyeing the down-

town area (the strip) but we had a
great deal of difficulty finding the

right place. Finally we made arrangements with Yolles Furniture to take a
part of their store at Yonge, just below
Dundas. We also experimented at Golden Mile with a store at Yolles. Finally
we moved to our present Yonge street
location the day after our Labour Day
sale. I remember we put one cash regis-

o?'/tangs to you,

ter in this store and the other in the
other store and kept shuffling people

our eanaoians
11.1elxst of
Nh

The

Pm

back and forth. People were buying records while we were moving from one
store to the other. For a year I begged
people to rent the second floor of this
building because we never in our wildest dreams would ever use all this
room. Just moving from College St. to
Yonge, we nearly doubled our business
in the first year."

are still

As the years went by the area that
Sam the Record Man had moved into
became Toronto's Strip! The enormous Sam the Record Man sign that

"UP FRONT"
&lore Meff
&tong

visit

panded to the premises next door and
eventually to the car radio installation
part of the building.
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ROGER WHITTAKER°
"Live In Canada -

Pack up your Troubles

Sam the Chinese Food Man - in the kitchen.
CARE TARSCOTT SINGERS
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TO CANADA'S NO.1

RECORD RETAILER
AND THE SECOND BEST di
CHINESE FOOD
Sam the Record Man stores. have
come to represent all that is professional in the record retail market in

OISSEURe

Canada. Constantly competitive, ready
to support records by new acts, intensely involved in local Canadian recording projects and a well-informed staff
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sinuate something to the homes and to
the people.
"Somebody said the fastest ,way to
become a millionaire these days is to
become a rock star. There's about 50
in the world right now who can count

will b
le its

that we've not had lobbying at the

ledge
about
tery

their gain in 4 or 5 million dollars a
year. The big difficulty in Canada is
government level. Every time you make

a contact in government they know so
little about the recording industry and

even those in the industry know so

little about the industry. It's a no-nonsense industry because it's responsible
for so many million dollars today and
because government hasn't been lob-

bied by industry that does not exist

here. It's been lobbied in the States -by
the major industries, it's been lobbied
in England by the major industries. So
there are branches of government that
have a history and a knowledge of the
industry and how important the industry is today, and what the industry

In the record business
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SNIDERMANS

fact, doing just that. I'm very proud of
Bobby and very proud of the way he
has become part of this industry. He
really started when he offered to help
with the first franchise store, before he
went back to school, and I wanted,
and he helped me, and he never went
back to school.
"Jason is a musical genius. No other
description. Jason is the fellow I go to
when I'm in doubt about a group and
he's never been wrong and he actually
evaluates them for me as to their commercial value and whether they will
sell or not, even when he doesn't like
it. He knows what the public will accept. I'm

quite amazed about
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ELEANO1
The Eleanor Sniderman story is
Aquitaine Records; now emerging as

the only specialized Canadian classical

Ameri
woma

music label.
Acfuitaine

Boot

is more than a record

company to Eleanor, it's a challenge to
present Canadian classical artists to the
world via first-class Canadian -produced

and manufactured records. With Aquitaine, financed by herself, she has already signed and tracked cellist Gisela
Depkat and pianist Raffi Armenian
(the first live, commercial recording at
Stratford), 15 year -old violinist Victor

Schultz, tenor Alan Woodrow and a

for a

Wi1

cord i
adian
Boyd

ports
Canad

still v
Ele

taine
classic

14 -LP, 28 -side collection of the com-

patror

Canadian master Anton Kuerti.

To
host
Boot
perfec
woma

plete Beethoven piano sonata cycle
and Diabelli variations performed by

As well as producing recordings
which will be among the best in the
world, Eleanor intends to sell them.
"Musicologists, psychologists and
music marketing people have studied

and discussed why classical music does
not sell", she notes, "but that ap-

proach is not necessary. Ask anybody
if they know what quality is. Of course
they do and if they have the opportunity

they will appreciate it and even

buy it."
With a background with the Women's Music Club, Irish Arts Theatre,
Canadian Music Competition, the eariy
days of Mariposa and founder of the
Ontario Conservatory of Music's archive recordings library (now the largest
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Gilmour has heard some of Kuerti's

Beethoven tapes and claims that if
Eleanor gets the kind of manufacturing she wants "she can have records

PLAY IT
AGAIN
SAM

which not only meet world standards
but can set them." To eliminate possible faults, Gilmour stresses, "there
has

to be

a

slavedriver in charge.

Eleanor believes in the old traditions
of craftsmanship."

Kuerti, who has recorded more

than a dozen LP's before, has worked

hard on the Beethoven project with
Eleanor. He spent 5 months in the
recording studio last year and is put-

ting in longer hours editing the tapes.
He spoke to RPM from a New York
studio where he was working on the
tapes between concert appearances
there.

He calls Aquitaine Records "marvelous, necessary, important and possible. It's only surprising that a
country, as large as Canada hasn't done
anything like this before." He men tions that 'Holland, no larger than

Canada in population and industry,
and Austria with a population 1/3 of

Canada's, each have very sophisticated
recording industries.
"Why should we take a back seat to
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a half dozen other renown artists and
Kuerti realizes "any artistic efforts on
my part will not shine through if the
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Not quite. He is following a similar
lifestyle to his dad - working a 7 day
week with no holidays, but he does
have a mind of his own, flexing his
progressive muscles, indicating that he

has management/ownership abilities.
What's it like being the prodigy (or
No.
son) of Sam Sniderman? He
told RPM: "It all began at birth". He
1

was teethed on 78s and music in gener-

al, which included music theory and
piano lessons. He still had time for

sports, baseball, football, hockey, basketball - or whatever, and his main
goal was to become a star athlete. "By
the time I reached 17, I realized I

wasn't going to grow any taller than
5' 8" - so maybe I should have prac-

ticed my piano a little more."
Although he worked at the family
store from the age of 8 ("I still have an
extensive collection of 78s from that
era because I was collecting then") his

greatest input to the "family" was in

1969 when the franchise business was
conceived. His dad and (uncle) Sydney

put the idea together but by a process
of elimination Bob Sniderman was the

choice to head it up and the Roblan
operation (named after himself and

Lana, daughter of Sylvia and Sid.)
The franchise business is still growing and is expected to develop steadily

Just for the
record, Sam,
thanks.

over the next few years. Bob recently
opened their "key" store in Montreal,

which is run by the "family." This

opening heralds their expansion into
Quebec and the Maritimes. They have

Sam anc

the Canadian Music Industry

music I

It is
In

very few names receive the instant recognition as that of "Sam the Record
Man." You want a recording of a Can-

dominat

adian artist and if Sam Sniderman

want to

doesn't already have it, he'll get it for
you.
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Congratulations on 40 prosperous years In the
Canadian music trade. May the next 40 be as
successful as these first four decades have been
From all your friends at Columbia Records,

Canada, Ltd.

I'm proud to share my name with
this man devoted to supporting and
promoting the creative works of Canada's great numbers of talented people.
Sam, lang may your lum reek.
Samuel Campbell Ritchie,
Managing Director,
BMI Canada Limited.
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stores.

Bob Sniderman won't be restricting
himself to running the franchise operation. "We're very interested in a Canadian record company" - he noted, adding: "I would like to become involved
with management and record produc-

Jul

tion and various things related to the
industry."
There would appear to be an extraordinary relationship between mem-

bers of the "family." "The business
was always the basis for most of the

Murray McLauchlan

Dan Hill

Bruce Cockburn

6 stores in the west and a representative living in the west, so naturally,
their expansion will continue there as
well. All in all they have 38 franchise

family's

1

I
I
I
I
1

involvements", boasts the

younger Sniderman, adding: "I think
the family has always come first and
foremost and it's something that I've

las

been taught and will pass on - that
when it comes down to a crisis, the
business is secondary. The needs of the

business is secondary to the needs of
the family."

Bart Schoales

Bernie Fiedler

Bernie Finkelstein

Bob Sniderman is very aware of the
sacrifices his father made for the busi-

ness. "It's been a lot harder for my

father to appreciate his life", he says
with pride, adding: "It's only up to 5
years ago that he's been able to move

IWE CONGRATULATE YOUI

around freely and travel. The popularity
that he has experienced has only taken
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Sam Sniderman -

place in the last 10 years. A lot of

work was put into the business for him

The Fretelstein Relief Company Li. ited

mg

mml

to reach that position of public popularity and industry trust."
Is the younger Sniderman a chip off
the old block? He's developed the flair

and the showbiz style of his father
along with the quotable quotes like: "I

think Sam The Record Man is the

most identifiable name that can be associated with the Canadian music industry", and I hazard a guess that
the grain runs much deeper.
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Today, all of us must contend with
the frustrations of a society dominated
by governments and vocal minorities
which support a motto of self-service
without regard to the impact on others.

Thus, in marked contrast, it's a pleasure to congratulate the Sniderman
family, who have created retail success
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THANK YOU & CONGRATULATIONS
founded on a belief in availability and

ON 40 SUPER YEARS.
K -TEL INTERNATIONAL LTD.

service of product to the customer.

The Sniderman's family belief in service has been extended to support all
facets of our industry, including a genuine response to new and exciting but
unknown artists, some of whom will
be future industry stars.

Sam an

Terry Lynd,
President,
Columbia Records of Canada Ltd.

Sam Sniderman's. contributions to
music, musicians, and the entire music

industry in our country as everyone
knows, is legendary. From the rather

beginnings of `Sniderman's
Music Hall' to the empire of 'Sam The
Record Man' is no small accomplishment in twenty-five years. His diligence

humble

Congratulations
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TO

SAM, ELEANOR, BOB, SID
FROM

in his

pursuit of expansion of the

music scene, is no doubt due in large

measure to his personal love for music,

UNREDARTIS1S RBXFOS

and this is an opinion I'm sure which
can be echoed by the hundreds of people who have come to know him as a
friend, counsellor and businessman,
over the years. I'm pleased to join in
extending the very best wishes for his
continued success.

Barry Nesbitt,
Vice -President & Station Manager,

CKFH Radio, Toronto.
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The "Sam the Record Man" organization has been important to the deve-

lopment of GRT. Our growth and
strength has come from a combination
of a progressive catalogue and Canadian artists. Obviously "Sam the Record Man" is one of the top organizations in both areas. But even more im-

Congrahilations to the
Godfather.

portant is the fact that from Sam on
down, the people at Sam's take an interest in the music, the artists, and the
companies working with them. This

personal attention to artists such as

From the Maritime Mafia.
(John Allan Cameron, Anne Murray, Bruce Murray & Leonard Rambeau.Balmur Ltd.)

Moe Koffman and Dan Hill are a big
part of what makes the business fun.
Besides, Sam has promised to throw a
reception for Moe Koffman when his
Bach record goes gold - and we're getting close.

Ross Reynolds,
President,
GRT of Canada Ltd.

The independent labels in Canada

have been encouraged by the co-operativeness and enthusiasm shown by the
Sniderman Family, particularly in the
more recent years of the development

of the domestic recording industry.

E

POLYDOR SALUTES THE

The well-known Sniderman responsiveness to Canadian product has been
encouraging and the much -needed
sales feedback on hit product with the
racking operation has enabled AXE to

a good reading on the southern
Ontario market. Sam and his family
get

FIRST FAMILY:
'CANADIAN MUSI

1.1:,

IN

have much to be proud of in the

growth and future development of the
Canadian Industry.
Greg Hambleton,
President,
Canadian Independent Record
Producers' Association (CIRPA)
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Sam and
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Sam Sniderman has led the way in
Record Retailing in Canada. He has
given the public a break on prices
while giving the Canadian record industry a boost by his ability to be suc-
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cessful and by the constant support he
gives to Canadian artists. And, we all

know that's just the surface of the
Sniderman enterprise and generosity.

Jack Richardson,
President,
Nimbus 9 Productions Ltd.

Having enjoyed outstanding success

and great respect from the Canadian
and international music industry, one
might expect the Sniderman family to
rest on their laurels, instead, the abundant energies that created this unique
family continue to flow in the success-
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From Sid who instead, of retiring
to Florida, has launched a new career
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not innovating .
to Bobby who has
inherited the synergism of this dynamic family which has enabled him to
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who applies her music appreciation
and understanding to producing records
. from Sam, this gregarious
man who is restless only when he is
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eanor, this warm charming woman
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further expand the Snidermans' success
story.
Snidermans we salute you.
Ken Middleton,
President,
WEA Music of Canada, Ltd.
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The Sniderman's contribution to our
Music Industry cannot really be put
into a "50 -words -or -less" category ...
however, if limited to that I'd have to
say:

1. Merchandisers supreme;
with very few re2. Super Sellers
turns;
3. Aggressive and forceful, but straight;
.

.

.

4. Stimulators to the industry. Keeping all departments on their toes
from A&R through Sales to Top
Management;

Well, well, well, finally an opportunity to take a "shot" at Sam. Now
that I have a chance I can't bring myputting

to

around

self

anything

"nasty" in print. Hopefully though,

Sam and I can continue our usual line
of verbiage for many years to come.
Hopefully also, Sam's competitors,
all across the country, will win a major
breakthrough this year and finally find

out how Sam continues to lead the

field in Canada. Business will then increase by leaps and bounds . . returns
will be negligible
. yes, that's right
.

.

.

.

.

returns will be negligible and

through it all Sam will stay well ahead
as usual!

It has always been a distinct plea-

sure doing business with Sam (troublesome, mind you) but always a pleasure.

Sam and a tennis playing friend.

Just think where our business would
be without Sam the Record Man .
no, no, no I'm only
much better
.

.

.

.

.

kidding.

WHAM
SAM
THANK

you

SAM
AM

5. "Believers" and Supporters of our
Canadian Talent efforts;
6. Dedicated human beings;
7. No. 1 with a Bullet in retail records
and tapes;
. "So why in Hell, they'd want a
I'll
Record company of their own .
never understand!"
.

.

.

.

Ed Preston,
Vice President & General Manager,
RCA (Record Division).

It has been said that it is all right

to aim high if you have plenty of ammunition. No statement could be truer
for the Sniderman family, who individually and collectively with spirit, dedication, hard work and a firm resolve
for their beliefs, have aimed high with
magnificent success. Their contribu-

tions to the music industry in Canada
have been many, but the most significant to my mind has been that of setting trends - trends for those of us who

aspire for success to, yes, envy, but
learn from for our own enrichment
and that of the industry.

RECORDS

Arnold Gosewich,
President,
Capitol Records -EMI of Canada Ltd.

By the way Sam, Motown's fill on
orders last year was 93 percent. Thank
goodness we're not like all those other
record companies. All in all it's been
good Sam and a lot of fun. I personally hope it can go on forever . .. you're
great.

Ron Newman,
Managing Director,
Motown Records.

The Snidermans have enriched the
Canadian Recording Industry for forty
years with their enthusiasm and positive thinking.

They have always had time to listen
to ideas and to come up with construc-

tive suggestions to further the Canadian Music Scene.

We need more people with their approach!
Stan Kulin,
President,
U.A. Records Ltd.

Sam ar
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SID
all

"Sam was the main instigator of it
he was the spark plug in the
.

.

.

whole engine."

ege of a High School educational exposure, eventually quit his courses at
Harbord Collegiate with the decision
that the family business should concentrate on the sale of 10" clay -base
lacquer covered record discs.

back in '36, when Bluebird
Records were selling for 50 cents a
.

.

.

piece, I wasn't too enthusiastic about
the whole thing", explained Sid about
younger brother Sam's insistent record

interest, "because after all we were
Sid Sniderman was born in Toronto
in the year 1907.

During year '29, in the midst of

world-wide financial skitters, 22 -year
old Sid and his mother Gertrude, de-

cided to set up a family business on
the lot at 714 College between Montrose and Crawford Streets.

"It was owned by myself, my
mother and my brother", Sid told

RPM. "We were all partners in it, even
though Sam was still a youngster.
The initial public dealings of Snider man Radio Sales and Service, concerned itself with the maintenance/installation of car radios, plus a sectioned off

corner -area of the store, devoted to

the sale of washing-machine/refrigerator household appliances.
The public -novelty of car radio pos-

session, prompted Sid to arrange a
Sniderman family investment into the
purchase of record playing units, selling the era brands of Stuart Warner,
RCA and Spartan.

A vintage (RCA) promotion in the College St. store.

Teenager Sammy Sniderman, the
young family son afforded the privil-

FORTY YEARS OF SUCCESS HAVE SHOWN
MUSIC IS THEIR BUSINESS

selling car radios for about 40 dollars
and here we were wanting to sell the
odd record for 50 cents a piece
which was quite a difference."
Nevertheless, the 2 brothers set
about the construction of 2 separate
listening booths, sectioning off yet another area of the store for the exclusive sale of 78 RPM record product.
"With his ingenuity, his salesmanship, his knowledge of records and his
ambition, Sam pushed along the sale
of the records", Sid said.
The area west of College and Spa.

.

.

Streets became famed for the
waves of European immigrants that
dina

chose to settle into large cultural communities. New Canadian citizens, long-

ing for a semblance of their native
homelife and tradition, contributed

positively towards the increasing sale
of ethnic records.
Sniderman Radio Sales and Service
became Sniderman's Music Hall, establishing a reputable business name "by
having what the public wanted, plus
the discounting of records, which was
something new at the time."
The 2 original listening booths expanded into 38, and Sid fondly looks
back to when "many a romance flourished in those booths."
Sniderman's Music Hall became a
meeting place for old and new friends,
becoming as popular a public stop -over
as Grafstein's Silks And Woollens had
been 10 years before.

"The fact is now well established,
`If Sniderman's do not have the record

no other store has,' " read the copy

ELEANOR, SAM, SID AND BOBBY

MAY YOU HAVE ANOTHER FORTY YEARS

from a circa 1950 Sniderman's Music
Hall postcard.
And so it began.

The increasing public -demand for
record- entertainment eventually overshadowed the sales of Sniderman's record player/radio and television set
goods.

OF CONTINUED SUCCESS

FROM ALL YOUR FRIENDS AT

records

As Sam oversaw the details accord-

ed to selecting merchandise, brother

Sid looked after the financial demands
of profit investment, paying the wholesales etc.

Then in the early part of the Sixties
"we found that business was starting
to shift", Sid explained.

"The public were still caning into
the store to make purchases, but they
were beginning to show a reticence.
We began to notice that the main business area was shifting away from College Street, so we had to decide once
and for all, that even though our hearts
were in College Street, we had to make
a firm decision. I

can remember a
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friend of _mine saying that " .

.. if you

don't change, then you die", and I believed that to be true."
"So we looked around and decided
to make the move to Yonge Street, although the only store available was 2
doors away from our main competitor

p ociao. a

which gave us many
A&A Records .
sleepless nights. But we purchased the
.

.

furniture store owned by the Collis
people, in '61, and since then it's all

flourished beyond our wildest dreams.

We had no specific designs for the
store, just that we were going to hand-

the merchandise that people

le all

wanted, give them the prices that they
wanted, and at the same time, make a
profit."
The brothers started out with just
one floor, looking for a tenant to rent
out the second.
"We weren't too successful in finding someone", Sid said, "but within 6
months we were using the whole building so we were fortunate that we didn't

find a tenant who would've held out
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for a long-term lease."
Along came Beatlemania in '65, and

o.

the record business started to
the
really run away with itself,
Beatles changed the whole outlook
"

.
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and the entire musical taste of the
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world."
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Younger brother Sam found his
first name tagged to the retailing of
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Syl and Sid Sniderman with Eleanor on the Toronto ferry.

the largest entertainment industry
the world, and older brother Sid diligently remained in the background,
handling the bookkeeping for all the

SI
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branched into franchising, and now
boasts 35 Canadian outlets, running
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self."

Dear Sam, Eleanor & Family,

,..

You have made many

friends in the business of musi c and I am proud to
be one of them.
I wish you many more
those
who like and
years of happy association with
respect you.
Sincerely,
Rodeo Records Ltd. ,
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researched and written by
Michael Dolgy

Bobby: researched and written by

Walt Grealis
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ing recorded music all day long", insists that his position in the Sam The
Record Man retail empire is "sort of a
general type of financial work, which
leaves me quite a bit of time for my"So all in all," he says, "all the credit goes to Sam."
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that "the only way I like music is play-

February 21, 1976
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Sid Sniderman, the brother who
"couldn't even hold a note properly,
because of a tin ear", and maintains
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family's investment affairs.
By 1968, Sam The Record Man had
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