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The First Completely Saie -
Completely Practlcal -

ALL-ELECTRIC
A.C. SAFETY

HERE IS THE ALL-ELECTRIC * SKYSCRAPER. -
So phenomensl has been the success of the Battery “Skyscraper’ ’—s0 universal the delight
expressed by its builders in its simplicity, in its great powey, in its wonderful ease of operation
~—that Lissen could not bear to give this famous name to an All-Electric set UNTHL
ABSOLUTE SAFETY—the one feature for which the home constructor has.previously locked
in vain in any Mains driven set—had been achieved by the Lissen designers. 1T TOOK
MONTHS, BUT HERE IT IS. There are two chief safety features in this set. First, the
Lissen * Skyscmper Power Unit . . .-so completely enclosed and protected in sheet metal, a0
vigorously designed within for safely as well as electrical efficiency, so simplified, that YOU
USE IT JUST LIKE A BATTERY. Actuagily you connect up the terminals of this
« Skyscraper’’ Power Uit exactly as though they were the battery terminals of a
battery set. Second, THE SAFETY FUSE PLUG. You sxmply plug in to the mains from
which you are going to dxaw your power and mstamtly the set is co'npletely protected. For in
each lead from the mains inserted ingeniously into the plugs, is a tiny fuse which adequately
protects the Receiver from harmful cffects of excess current. Thus, when you have built
the All-Electric “ Skyscraper” you and your set are perfectly protected.

HOME CONSTRUCTORS MAINS SET WITH ALL THE
FEATURES OF LUXURY COMMERCIAL RECEIVERS

Four Matched Valves—Variable Mu Screened Grid H.F. Stage—Power Pentode Output Stage
—Mains Aerial—One BDial Tuning—One Dial Volume and Reaction Control—All Metal
Surface—Moving Coil Speaker —Safety Power Unit—Universal Safety Mains Fuse Plug—and
a keautiful Walnut Cahinet which you can build yourself.

MOST COMPLETE ¢ DETAILED
CHART EVER PUBLISHED

GREAT COLOURED CHART WITH FULL-SIZE PLANS
D HELPFUL PHOTOGRAPHS
Scnd for tlus new comstructional chart—every detail
is explained—every single stage of ccmstruction is shown
by coloured photographs. Post the coupcn below and sec
for yourself how easy it is to bulld this wonderful new
l-mains receiver,
Complete Complete with
with Table Model CLonsolette Cabinet and Moving~
inet— Coil Loud-speaker—

£8-15-0 £10-12-6

To LISSEN LTD., Publicity Dept., Islewortk.
Please send m2 FREE copjy .of the Chart of * All-Flectric Safety
A.C Suyecraper:™

t

UNIQUE SAFETY FUSE PLUG

No harmfully- powcerfuk
curtent ean possibly dow
from your mains to your

. Shyscraper. The
spec’al safety fuse plug
compietely protects you
hy intraducing a small
waveluse intoreach lead.

1.9

J FOUR MATCHED
POWER VALVES

" The four valves: of, the
A.C. Safety Skyscraper
are mitched to -each
other and -to the rept .of
the special circuits to
give the wtmost power,
utmost range, utmost
fidelity -of xeproduction.

Don’f Forget to Say That You Saw it in “ A.W.”
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ALL THE LATEST!

THIS week’s issue, as you can see from the
extensive contents, is a special Radio
Development number. Never has there been
a year when s> many new ideas have been
brought out in advance of the Radio LExhibi-
tion.. This number includes specially prepared
descriptions of the latest ideas in sets, circuits,
valves, batteries, speakers . . . in fact, every-
thing .in which big developments have been
made. Class B, Q.P.P., Ferrocart, Westector

and other developments are authoritatively,

dealt with.

SUCCESS AT WASHFORD

O far the signals from Washford high-power

) station have fairly bombarded the South
Wales coast. Apparently the signals have no
difficulty in getting across the Bristol Channel
without loss of energy. The minimum service
area is estimated to be 70 miles radius. Across
the water to Pembroke, which is about 100
miles away, signals are cxpected to provide
something like reliable service. These tests

have already shown that North Wales will not
get good reception, because after dark the
indirect ray will cause fading. Welsh listeners:
not served by the new Welsh stations will
therefore have to wait patiently for the Droit-
wich high-power National station.

SMALLEST POPULATION SERVED

OF all the Regional service areas that of
Woashford seems to embrace the smallest
population. It is estimated that in the maxi-
mum possible service area therc are only
314 million potential listeners. These compare’
with the four million Scottish listeners and the
very :much greater populations served by
London and North Regional stations.

BELFAST SITE

Engineers Narrowing Down Their Choice
'I‘WO sites to the south of the city of

Belfast now appear to be favoured for the
final choice for the locality of the new high-
power  Belfast

THE HOME-CONSTRUCTOR AFLOAT!

station. Recent
tests have elim-

Jack Tar makes his own sets]

This picture, taken on board H.M.S.
“Hood,”’ shows amateur sets being made for the m°n to use when off duty

inated severa!l of
the other possi-
ble sites we men-
tioned some
weeks ago, and
it should not be
long before the
BBC. knows
definitely where
its Northern
Ireland station
will be finally
fitted up.

AUSTRALIAN
SERVICE
CHANGES

NEW sched-

ule has been
drawvn up for
Australasian
subscribers  to
the B.B.C.’s
Empire service
from Daventry.
The new service
will be arranged
on the basis of
the best technical

Also in this Issue—

FEATURES YOU SHOULD
NOT MISS

Building Your * AW.” Class B
Three.
The Valve
To-day.

H.F. Coils with lron Cores.

What is Mew in Short-wave
Work.

Batteries for Class B and“Q.P,P,

Transformer Development.

AND SPECIAL SECTION FOR
BEGINNERS—‘ WIRELESS
MADE EASY”

in Radio Progress

times for listening. In June and July, for a
start, the period from 10.30 to 12.30 a.m.
B.S.T. will be changed to a period from 5.30 to
7.30 a.m. B.S.T. This will mean that Aus-
tralian listeners will get their Empire pro-
grammes in the early evening. As the seasons
change throughout the year, so will the
programme-time schedule. Only in this way,
the B.B.C. has decided, can a really reliable
signal be sent round the world on short waves.

THOSE THREE EMPIRE ANNOUNCERS
(1 I‘O the Empire announcers team of Messrs.

Lampson and Schewen has now been added
Mr. Shanklan. These Empire announcers have
to work very hard—probably harder than the
home announcers! They seem to be bearing
up very well under the strain of losing so
many hours natural beauty sleep. During the
holidays the present staff of announcers will
have to be relieved, and there is a strong
possibility that a fourth Empire announcer
appointment will be made in the near future.

FIRST ARREST AT *‘‘ B.H.”

PEOPLE who are wanted by the police
really should not broadcast, because the
B.B.C. has an annoying habit of publishing
their names in the programmes beforehand.
The other day occurred the first arrest ai
Broadcasting House, when an artiste, at the

MEXT WEEK

A HEW REGIONAL “ONE” DESIGNED BY B.B.C. ENGINEERS
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end. of his turn, was discreetly whisked away
by two waiting policemen. There are crimes
and-crimes, as Strindberg wrote, and we can
think of many glaring examples of artistes
whosé criminal lack of wit in so-called variety
programmes might justify their removal by
minions of the law atthe end of their execrable
performances ! : .

NEW SPONSORED PROGRAMMES

"T'HE new sponsored programmes  from

Athlone on 413 metres have now started
up and from 9.45 to 10.45 p.m. you can look
forward to hearing advertisers’ programmes
(many of them directed to British listeners)
from Athlone. The Athlone programme is, of
course, relayed by Cork on 225 metres. These
publicity broadcasts from Athlone constitute
the first for British listeners from any English-
‘speaking station on this side of the Atlantic
and in view of the sale of Radio Paris to the
French Government—and the possibility of the
French sponsored programmes starting- up’
from another station—there may be some big
changes in advertising ““on the air.”

ATHLONE’S WAVELENGTH
ATHLONE’S wavelength of 413 metres is

not entirely suitable for the.reception of
the sponsored programies all over the British
Isles. So it is good news that the Saorstat
authorities behind Athlone are gqing to Lau-,
sanne next month—together with B.B.C.
experts, and_broadcasting engineers, from all
European countries—to discuss the wavelength
changes. And as a result of the" Swiss. Con-,
ference, Athlone may get a better wavelength,

SUMMER 'LIGHTNESS
HE provincial stations of the B.B.C. are,
A to fellow the lead of Head Office regarding
the lightening of programmes during  the
summer months. A certain amount of criticism
has been roused in the provinces by the

decision to discontinue alternative programmes - B.B.C. when he lands in this country from an

between ' July 2 and September 16 during the
hours of 6.30 and 8 p.m. on week days. At
this time one programme only will be provided
and the alternative programme transmifters
will be, closed down. The reduction in the
number of talks during the summer is, on the
-other hand, generally welcomed, and in the
Scottish Region there will be only one series of
talkes, entitled “ Holidays in Scotland;”

IN SCOTLAND

5 \K]’E are keeping over most of our heavy

feature programmes and big plans until
the autumn,” said an Edinburgh official of the
B.B.C. “Itis intended to organise a series of
public concerts in the big studio at Scottish
Broadcasting House, Edinburgh, commencing
on April 25, and continuing during May and
June. The Scottish. Philharmonic Orchestra
will be conducted by, among others, three
Scottish composers, including Ian Whyte.”
The last named is the B.B.C. Music Director
for Scotland.

BEHIND THE TIMES'!

T seems odd that Radio Paris, when it
relays parts of the London Musical Festival
from May 8 to 19 should ‘make use of a radio
link. What is thé matter “with the highly
developed land-lines?-- Presumably the French
will take the Daventry National programme,
which must be very well received in Paris.
Talking of foreign relays, you may be interésted
to hear that the B.B.C. will relay from Stutt-
gart on May ¢ a programme of folk music,
using, of course, the usual _landll'ine,connecti'éné.

AFTER ‘* THE -BIG STUFF !’
E hear that Mr. Herbert Glover, the
'Y Director of Talks and Outside Broad-
casting” for the Columbia systen of ‘America,
is shortly meeting his opposite number of the

As the “ mike '’ sees it. A new photograp o
in one of the Broadcasting House studios.

£ Hall and the B.B.C.
Les Allen, the popular vocalist in the B.B.C.

Orchestra =

Dance*

Dance Orchestra, is seen on the left

extensive European tour. Apparently, Alr.
Glover has been after “‘big'guns” for relay to
Anmerica.

DANCE MUSIC IN MAY

ANCE fans will welcome the return to the
broadcast programmes of Bertini, whose,
band gets one of the Monday evening dates in "
May. The other four Mondays of the month:
will be equally shared by Syd Kyte and Harry.
Roy. The rest of thie dance schédule remainsi
unchanged.

TWO REGIONS WITHOUT CHIEFS

L DWARD (“RED TED”) LIVEING, the

< popular North Regional Director, is
temporarily in London and €leghorn Thomson
has ‘resigned as Director of the Scottish
Region, so two of the Regional broadcasting
areas are at the moment without permanent
chiefs. Some difficulty is likely to be en-
countered in finding a successor for Scotland,
as it is necessary for the new chief to be a Scot
and to command the confidence. of the Edin.
burgh and Glasgow factions—no sinecure |

THE FREUD OF RADIO ?

RIC MASCHWITZ (how that young man
keeps in the news, doesn’t he?) is now
making a study of the psychology of listening.
He may yet become known as the Freud of
broadcasting ! Seriously, Eric is determined to
re-introduce the comic song, with the difference
that the new type of song will tell a story in a
funny way, as a welcome™ change from _the
nauseating sob-stuff of syncopated dance tunes.

OSCILLATION COMPLAINTS

Many More About Man-made Static
NE of the most remarkable features of the
B.B.C.’s] technical correspondence is the
almost éntire disappearance’ of complaints
about local oscillation. Of course, this is
largely due to the fact that most sets of to-day
are either mon-radiating ‘of are operated by
listeriers who haye .at last learned that an
oscillating , detector is mot so sensitive as
a “‘just going to oscillate” détector. Unfor-
tunately, electrical interference is rapidly
increasing and complaints to the B.B.C. are
growing daily.

POST OFFICE ON THE TRACK

LTHOUGH the sensible course would be

the forbidding of the manufacture of
electrical machines without provision for the";
suppression at source of ether disturbance, the:
Post Office is at present manfully combating-
listeners’ difficulties by patient-and- intensive
investigation. The first thing they ‘do is tb
remove the aerial and earth. If the trouble”
continues a portdble set is brought into use:
as a simple form of direction finder. :

SHARMAN'S NEW ‘“FINDS *’

VER on the lookout for new talent for

broadcasting, Jobn Sharman, B.B.C.
producer of many successful variety shows,
has found two new stars, or rather potential
stars. One is Tessa O’Shea, a comedienne
whose style is said to be a cross between Lilly
Morris and Clarice Mayne. “She is full of
personality,”” enthused a B.B.C. man, ““is very
young—in her twenties—and has brains!’”
‘Well, judge for yourself on .April 29, when

. Tessa makes her broadcasting début from

‘I_ong!on. The other find is' Arthur Askey, who
is a funny ‘man of the Leonard Henry type.
If he is half as funny as Leonard he ‘will pass !
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At the present time it is the valve that is setting the pace for the designer.

The rapidity of development in electrode compli:ation

s setting the set designers a problem as to the best system to adopt in consideration of cost, efficiency and adaptability

T the time of writing thisreview of the valve
pos:tion as it is at present in this country
there is nothing which can be described as
fundamentally new in valve technique. Under
such description would come the thoriated dull-
emitter in 1g21—the gradual cvolution of the
oxide coated technique as applied first to
battery valves and later the introduction of the
separately heated cathode. Possibly the screen-

(2) Combinations of established clectrode
arrangements into the one envelope or
on the one base.

We can then examine the picture more
clearly and allocate the various types of valves
which are appearing to one or other of these
two classifications.

During the last few years we have seen the
gradual substitution of the straight ¢ triode’’

which have been a feature of many screen-grid
tetrodesand often of great valuein circuit design.

The screen pentode, therefore, can be said
to be a multiple control valve with moderately
low grid-anode capacity, and absence of
secondary emission or negative screen currents,
being thus capable of working with a much
lower anode voltage, or alternatively with a
higher load resistance and greater undistorted

CONNECTIONS
1 Screen grid

2 Control grid
3 Catkode

1 * }Fllnmcnt
A 5
6 Anode

H.F. OR SCREEN PENTODE

CONNECTIONS
1 Diode anode (1)
2 Cathode

i }Fﬂament

5 Diode anode (2)
i@ 6 Triode anode
17 Grid

DOUBLE-DIODE TRIODE

. CONNECTIONS
1 Anode valve (1
2 Grid valve (1)

5 }Fu ment
A a
5 Grid valve (2)

6 Anpode valve (2)
Ciass B

CLASS B.

grid valve in 1926 and the early bi-grids
represcnted fundamental novelties as the first
attempts to introduce multiple control of the
electrode stream.

-All the “new” types which are appearing,
or cxpected to appear, on the British market
may be divided into either :—

(1) Modifications of exisling valves design
_ incorporating multiple electrode control.

-
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A Load resistance line for screen-grid tetrode.
B Load resistance line for same screen-grid
tetrode at lower screen voltage.
C. Load resistance line for H.F. or screen pentode.
Indicates output voliage in each case.
Diagram shows increase in output voltage ob-
tained by decrease in screen voltage of tetrode,
and still further increase in output by introduc-
tion of pentode grid. The H.I. pentode gives
similar effcct to reducing screen voltage, but does
so without reductlon of mutual conductance.
Note fiat-topped characteristic of pentode, indi-
cating high impedance

in receiving sets by the tetrode or screen-grid
valve and.by the pentode, and receivers
employing only triodes in all stages are now
comparatively rare except in the cheaper
battery sets where cost is a primary considera-
tion. The screen-grid tetrode, therefore, is
the valve which, naturally enough, appears to
have exhibited the most marked progress—in
strengthened electrode design, higher efficiency
or “mutual conductance,” and modification to
grid design which has given us the variable-
mu valve, a most important development
allowing real progress in set- design.

The Screen Pentode

The screen-grid valve as hitherto designed,
however, suffers from one or two drawbacks
which this year appear to be indicating ‘an
amalgamation, so to speak, between it and the
pentode. Two of the shortcomings of the
screen-grid tetrode are variations in screen-
grid current which may in extreme cases
attain negative values, sometimes making
control of screen volts difficult, and the presence
of .secondary emission from the anode which
limits the load resistance and output voltage
permissible without distortion. Both these
defects are absent in a well-designed pentode
and hence the trend to introduce the third or
‘“suppressor grid” of the pentode into the
screen-grid valve. Such a valve, known as an
H.F. or “screen’ pentode thus combines the
advantages of both types and may largely
supersede the tetrode. ;

As the ‘‘variable mu” characteristic is to
be incorporated in these ‘‘screen pentodes”
their utility is further increased for use as
amplifiers in H.F. or intermediate-frequency
circuits. There is no indication, however, that
such valves, now in development, will attain
the same low values of grid-anode capacity

voltage output. It is thus likely to be useful in
single-stage H.F. or I.F. amplifiers, or as a
combined modulator-oscillator in super-het
circuits.

Under the second classification come two
new classes of valve likely to find wide applica-
tion and to prove of great usefulness to the
set designer and benefit to the user.

In these valves the complete and separate
electrode systems of two valves—each a
complete unit in itself—are mounted together
on a common base and in the same bulb.
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PRACTICALLY LINEAR
FECTIFICATION

OUTPUYT RECTIFIED VOLTAGE

- +

GRIDYOLTS INPUT H.F. VOLTAGE

Typlcal characteristic of
triode used as leaky-grid

detector, in which the
input HL.F. voltage Iis
limited by the triode

characieristics which in-
troduce an ode-bend rec-
tification and distortion.
‘The sensitivity is effected
by the L.F. amplifying
properties of the triode
within the limits of dis-
tortionless operatioa.

Typlcal characteristics of
diode detector in which a
large input H.F. voitage
can be handied swithout
distortion, and the recti-
fication is extremely
Hnear for both weak and
strong signals. The diode
Fives no amplification in
tself, but its rectified out-
put can be applied to the
grid of an amplifying
triode in the same bulb,
thus restoring seasitivity

Actually, of course, no technical advantage is
gained by this process of combination and the
advantage is mainly that of saving space and
possibly cost (though the latter point is not



6 mateur szlef)

'necessarily applicable to the valve manu-
facturer !). :

The first of the multiple valve classes to be
considered is the combination of a diode detector
and an amplifying element—either triode,
tetrode or pentode. Diode detectors have been
in use for many years—in fact, the diode was
the original form in which a valve was con-
structed and from whence it obtained its name
—a “one-way device.” Owing to the demand

GRID VOLTS
o

‘5 ANODE CURRENT.
Af4ODE CURRENT

-
.

HT.
VOLTAGE
Shape of characteristic of
Class B triode, showing
reduced value of standing
anode current (ILA.}. The
mean value of I.A. rises
according to the strength
of signal. Diagram shows
valve designed for nega-
tive bias, but electrodes
could be so designed to
work at zero bias if de-
sired, to obtain similar
results

Typical characteristic of
ordinary triode power
valve, showing value of
standing anode current
(I.A.) required to enable
adeguate power output to
be obtained. The mean
value of IL.A. remains
constant independent of
signal strength, providing
no overloading occurs

for high sensitivity, however, the diode pure
and simple has not taken its place in commercial
broadcast receivers, where for detection use
has been made of the amplifying properties
of the triode in combination with rectification
of the H.F. signal in its grid or anode circuit.
Thus, we have grown accustomed to the leaky-
grid or anode-bend detector which, in effect,
1s simply making use of the diode principle
with an amplifying element tacked on.

How, then, does the proposed- diode-triode,

656

for example, score over our old friend the
leaky-grid detector, since both arec in essence a
combination of rectifier and amplifier in one
bulb and the controlled electrons are emitted
from a common cathode or filament? The
answer is that in the diode-cum-amplifier
combination of the new valves the amplifier
portion is controlling an entirely separate
portion of the electron-emitting cathode and is,
1n fact, most carefully shielded from the diode
section, so that pure rectification of large signal
voltages can be effected without affecting the
amplifying characteristic of the triode, tetrode
or pentode part of the valve. In fact, it would
be quite possible to usc the amplifying half to
amplify Signals either before or after diode
rectification, according to the design of dual
valve and accompanying circuit.

The double-diode-triode, as an example of
one of these multiple valves, thus forms a
compact means of distortionless detection of a
wide range of signal voltages combined with
amplification of the rectified output. It may
be applied to a straight set to attain this simple
effect, or in more complicated circuits to
achieve the result known as aulomatlic volume
control. This may take several forms, involving
circuits of varying degrees of complexity, and is
bound to be one of the most valuable applica-
tions of this class of valve.

A second example of the multiple-valve class
is to be found in the ‘*doubile Class B”’ amplifier
valve. This year is remarkable for the
efforts of the valve manufacturers seemingly
to complicate valve construction at their own
expense in-order to give the user the benefits
of saving in space in receivers, reduction in
the number of valve holders necessary and, in
seme cases, lewer valve cost. For years the
battery set man.who wants more undistorted
power than that possible from the humble
(but by no means to be despised) 2-volt power
valve, has perforce been driven to the use of
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two valve holders for a push-pull output stage
—now he will be in a position to get that extra
power by the use of one valve only. Inciden-
tally, the characteristics chosen for the multiple
output valve'are those chosen for the type of
cirenit known as Class B, in which the maxi-
mum increase in power output is obtained for
only a slight increase in total working H.T.
current, so that a double advantage is gained.

It is unnecessary here to enter into a detailed
discussion of what ‘“Class B” entails—that
has been adequately described elsewhere"—but
these new ‘‘double” output valves certainly give
the battery-set user a chance of real wvolume
without the necessity for the’addition of many,
if any, additional components.

Each section of these double Class B valves
consists in effect of a triode, the characteristics
of which; taken alone, would.resemble those of
a very high impedance H-class valve, normally
used ‘for resistance-capacity amplification.
This is to simplify the grid-biasing arrange-
ments, and in some of such valves the single
impedance is so high that no grid bias at_all
need be used although the combination of ths
two electrode systems in a’ correctly designed
push-pull circuit can produce a considerable
power output without distortion.

A curious characteristic curve is obtained
from the Class B valves taken singly, resembling
what we are accustomed to see in pentodes.
This is-due to the fact that the grid voltages
.are . nearly always positive instead of. the
‘accustomed negative values, ang the net result
of-such an electrode design 'is that we get
pentode efficiency with triode construction.

These double valves for Class B find their
chief application in battery sets and do not
show up to such clear advantage in A.C. sets
where ample power supply is usually available.

The Concluding Instalment of this Artcle E
will Appear Next Week

BATTERIES FOR CLASS B AND Q.P.P.

Improvements in dry batteries have resulted in longer life and greater effective working
capacity; also manufacturers have produced special types for Class B and Q.P.P.
these improvements are dealt with in this article.

section. The main H.T. section
givés 135 volts'and is tapped at
every 1Y% volts from 120 to 135.
_ Typical also of modern battery
development in connection with’
Q.P.P. are the four latest Pertrix

All

batteries  for use with Q.P.P.
receivers.

UST as experts were wonder-

ing if the popularity of battery
sets was on the wane, owing to
high running costs, along came
Q.P.P. and Class B to revolu-
tionise battery set operation.

Dry-battery manufacturers lost
no time in bringing Qut special
batteries for these new output
systems. '

A few comparisons between
voltage drop’ under load and
increase of " internal resistance

A good 60-volt battery by
Hellesen, typical of modern
design

show the good pérformance, of.

modern batteries.

A Hellesen gg-volt standard
capacity battery gave an initial
voltage of 100 on load and the
internal resistance was only about
120 ohms. Over a lengthy period
of working on intermittent dis-
charge the voltage very steadily
fell to 50 and not until about
two-thirds of the working period
had elapsed did the internal
resistance rise to a maximum of
800 ohms.

An Ediswan single-capacity
type tested under similar condi-
tions showed that 250 hours
(working) life are obtained before

A Drydex battery produced

for Q.P.P. receivers, with an.

independentﬁgrld-blas sec-
on

the cells have dropped under half
the rated voltage. What is even
better is that the internal resis-
tance remains very low during the
greater part of the discharge
period. Indeed, at the end of a
useful life the resistance is only in
the neighbourhood of 500 ohms.
The actual capacity obtained on
test was 1,760 milllampere-hours,
which is over 40 per cent. better
than a value which used to be
considered standard for the single-
capacity cell. These test figures
are only selected at random from
a large amount of material ob-
tained by the “A.W.” Technical
Staff. }

Fine adjustment of voitage ona
dry battery is essential and some
manufacturers have gone out of
their way to provide for this. One

type of 120-volt standard-capacity
Lissen battery, for example, is
tapped at 25, 34, 43, 52, 61, 70,
79, 88, 97, 106, 115, and 120.
Incidentally, the Lissen ‘‘new
process ”’ is typical of the honest
endeavour made by battery manu-
facturers to prevent rapid polari-

A Pertrix

ultra-capacity
battery speclally designed
for Q.P.P. working

sation and to produce a good
milliampere-hour figure per cell.
The introduction of Class B and
Q.P.P. has induced manufac-
turers to include an entirely .
separate grid-bias section in the
same carton as the H.T. section.
And in addition, the H.T. section
is tapped in very small stages, so
that you can choose the most

- economical working voltage.

Among the many Drydex bat-
teries, for example, is one made
specially for Q.P.P. and Class B
purposes. This, the type -HL63,
includes a separate 18-volt bias

The ultra-capacity
Pertrix cells for Q.P.P. are not
electrically connected with the
grid-bias cells, but the grid-bias
section is made up with the same
ultra-capacity cells as in the H,T.
section. The inclusion of the grid-
bias portion in the main carten
cnsures a new bias battery is
brought into use along with the

One of the Lissen New-
process super-power bat-
teries

H.T. battery, thereby eliminatipg
the risk of damage to the valves.
in the Q.P.P. stage by excessive
anode current, which is caused by
an exhausted bias battery.

Another typical modern bittery
for Q).P.P. is the 150-volt stan-
dard-capacity Ediswan with a
recommended discharge rate of
10 milliamperes. This is a 150-volt
job tapped for Q.P.P. and has
a separate 18-volt bias section.

Many manufacturers are recom-
mending a 120-volt double-
capacity battery for Class B work.
The'Siemens 1168 is an example of
this.
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NEW IDEAS IN MODERN RECEIVER DESIGN

(1) Control of Tuning. Many of the simpler sets, that is with two
tuning stages and a single high-frequency amplifier, have ensured
accurate ganging all round the dial by the use of @ main control knob with
super-imposed trimmer knob. In this
way the simplicity of tuning is not
sacrificed, becausz for most station-
logging only the main knob has to be
turned. At the extremities of tha
tuning scale the additional control on
the trimmer is a great aid, as in this
set, the Atlas Lambda three-valver, a
test report of which appeared in the
January 28 issue of * Amateur
Wireless.”

(2) Effective Valve Screening. The
great importance of screening between
the anode and grid circuits of the higi=
frequency and detector stages has
long been recogrised but only within tke past year or So has inter-stage
screening been carried to its logical limits. Many sets now are built on
metal chassis but this is not considered enough, and elaborate precautions are
taken to prevent any interaction in
the parts fitted above the chassis.
In this set, for example, the Sunbeam
B33 three-valver, the three valves are
well . screened from one anotker.
Fuller details were given in™** Amateur
Wireless"' dated January 14, 1933.

(3) Power Supply Simpiification.
Quite a number of the latest sets
make use of the metal type of mains
rectifier, for obtaining the high-
tension and grid-bias voltages from
the alternating-current mains. Nowa-
days the power supply is frequently
built in as part of the chassis. In this
Regentone Quadradyne set, for
example, the metal rectifier is suspended in a convenient position at
one end of the metal chassis, with the power output valve immediately be-
hind it. The high-frequency and detector valves are quite distinct.
Full test report, ** Amateur Wire-
less ** dated April 15, 1933.

(4) Station Indicating Dials. One
of the most attractive ideas for
easing the job of station logging in the
new commercial sets is the use of a
station - calibrated _
scale. Here, in the
Regentone set, we
have a good example
of this new tendency.
There is a large and
easy - to-read hori-
zontally  mounted
. scale, with a pointer
: ; £ moving across it and
controlled by the main tuning lknob. In addition to
the wavelengths for both wavebands a number of the more
important foreigners are clearly and accurately marked
along the top. Test report in ** Amateur Wireless "’ dated
April 15, 1933.

(5) Exiernal Loud-speaker Connections. Although
it s true that the modern type of set consists of a
chassis with a self-contained moving-coil or moving-iron
loud-speaker, it is nevertheless equally true that many’
listeners want an external loud-speaker, either in another
room or as an addition to the self-contained one. Some
sets make provision for cutting out the internal loud-
speaker when the ex-
ternal one is wanted
alone. In the Six ¢
Sixty Super Five,
described in =
“*Amateur Wireless'" |
dated April 8, 1933, -
there is a simple
plug adaptor where-
by the internal
moving-iron  loud-
speaker can readily
be disconnected, or
it can be used with
an external one.

e .

(6) Simplifying the Contro! Layout. Many ingenious methods have
been adopted by set makers to compromise over ease of control cnl
efficiency of operation. One of the easiest ways of achieving simple-
looking control, and at the same time retaining all controls essential to good
performance, is to remove some of the ;
substdiary controls to the side of the
cabinet ! The psychological effect is |
very valuable, as in this Bluespot
four-valver, described in ** Amateur
Wireless " dated February 11, 1933.
I]‘?te the aerial compensator on the §
eft. g

(7) New Tuning Dial Develop- &
mants. As already mentioned, the
wavelength-calibrated tuning scale has
come into its own as a valuable
means of simplifying station logging.
Various methods have been tried to
overcome the obvious difficulty of crowding so much information in so
small a space. One of the neatest of the wavelength and station marked
dials is on the Six Sixty Chassiset, described in ** Amateur Wireless’’
dated January 7, 1933. In this set tie
scale ts circular, and in conjunction
with an ingenious lighting system the
stations are made very easy to read.

(8) Screening in  the Modern
Chassis. Some of the latest chassis,
for super-hets in particular, are
marvels of compact yet effective
disposition of components. A very
good example is the IMarcoaiphone
model 256, described in ** Amateur
Wireless ”' dated January 21. In this
chassis are arranged altogether seven
valves, six of which are for the super-
het sequence and the remaining one
for the mains rectifier. All these
valves, with the exception of the power valve, are metallised, so inter-
valve screening is not required, except for the intermediate-frequency ampli-
fier stage, around which is fitted a metal shield to act as an additional aid
to screening. :

(9) All-wave Tuning Developments.
dency, especially since the opening of
the Daventry short-wave service to
the Empire, to design sets that cover
all wavelengths from the very short
to the long. The
difficulty of covering
such a wide wave-
length range can be
solved with special
three- or four-
waveband coils, but
some makers preferto
use inter-changeable 8.

b coils, as in this Geco-

phone Overseas superhet, described in ** Amateur Wireless®
dated February 4, 1933. The coil units for each
waveband consist of sets of screened coils, which interlock
with the chassis connections.

(10) Radio Gramophone’s Popularity. To meet the
ever-increasing demand for cheap radio-gramophones
many set makers have put their chassis in pedestal
cabinets, and with the addition of suitable accessories,
such as turntable and pick-up, have managed to produce
some ‘excellent inexpensive instruments for radio and
record reproduction. A good examplz is the Ekco RG23
three-valver, of which the chassis is shown bel:w, with
its metal rectifier for the mains supply forming an integral
part of the ccnstruction.

There is an increasing ten-

Each week
in “AW.”
full test
reports of
well-known
sets are
given
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THE LATEST DETECTOR CIRCUITS

\V ITHIN the past year many improvements
have been made in detection to cope with
the much greater inputs applied to the detec-
tor stage after screen-grid valve amplification.
Another reason for increased attention to

100,0000 25,0000
i - 3 HY+

g 0’1 MFD. J[ -

Circuit for using screen-grid valve detector.
Note the high grid condenser capacity and
decoupling in the anode circuit

detectors is automatic volume contrel, where
the voltage applied to the detector is made
to control the amplification of preceding valves.

Screen-grid Detectors

Many sets can now use a screen-grid valve
for' detection with improved results over the
normal triode valve... The. best use is for sets
having only one high-frequency stage or for
simple detector low-frequency sets—for sets,
that is, where the input voltage is small. The
screen-grid will overload on powerful inputs.

The great advantage in small sets of a screen-
grid detector is increased amplification.
Although only a small portion of the total
high amplification of the screen-grid can be
stepped off, -owing to difficulties of matching
the external anode impedance with the very
high valve impedance, nevertheless what little
amplification compared with the total is

Circuit for power-grid detection, with low

values for the grid leak and condenser and

choke fed anode circuit to enable maximum
voltage to be applied to anode

obtained is greater than the amplification of
the normal triode.

Our circuit shows a good method of using a
screen-grid . detector. Direct transformer
coupling is out of the question owing to the
high valve impedance, but resistance-fed trans-
former coupling is very suitable. We suggest
a 100,000-ohm resistance as good average.
If higher is used, although matching will be
improved, the loss of anode volts through the
resistance will be too great.

The anode resistance should be de-coupled
with 25,000-chm resistance and 2-microfarad
condenser, and anode choke and by-pass
condenser should be used to get rid of high-
frequency.. Coupling condenser to trans-
former can be .01 microfarad, with high-ratio
step-up transformer after it.

The grid-condenser should be .ocox-micro-
farad, as this will enable a larger signal than
usual to be handled without overloading. A
1-megohm leak will serve with this condenser.
The screen-grid is taken to 6o volts high-ten-
sion and a de-coupling condenser is taken from
this point to earth.

Power-grid Detectors

Great advantage is, of course, handling of
big signal inputs without overloading. Very
useful for big sets and super-hets.

A low-impedance valve is wused. This
naturally has a big grid swing. The high-
tension voltage on the anode can be increased
—should Dbe, in fact—to 150 or even 200 volts.
This will still further increase the valve’s grid
swing, and it will not overload in its function
of amplifier of the low-frequency part of the
signal.

As the.anode current would probably be
excessive with this large anode voltage the
grid should be negatively biased, so that the
current is kept down, and therefore the wat-
tage, which is the factor that matters in con-
forming with the makers’ working conditions.

Low values are used for the grid leak and
condenser, as shown by our circuit. Note the
grid-hias battery between the earth and the
100,000-ohm grid leak. These values, by the
way, are chosen to prevent frequency distor-
tion, and have nothing to do with the ampli-
{ying function of the valve, which is taken care
of by the high anode voltage, negative bias
and low impedance of the valve. .

In the anode circnit, because of the large
current and high anode voltage required, it is
useless to use a high resistance, so we recom-
mend a good low-frequency choke, say of 200
to 300 henries inductance, with reasonable
current-carrying capacity, say up to 10
milliamperes, and as low a resistance as
possible.

This choke will be used with a transformer
in the usual parallel-feed system of coupling,
the only difference being the use of a choke
instead of a.resistance. ,

One big advantage of this system of power
detection is that little or no alteration to the
set is involved. There are other ways of
handling a big detector input, but they
involve special valves or circuits.

Push-pull Detectors

Special use in second-detector position of
super-hets and in- straight sets .with lots of
high-frequency amplification and where reac-
tion is not wanted. The main advantage of
push-pull detection is the handling of a big
grid swing-—much more than with a power-
grid triode valve circuit.

Also useful for short-wave sets, because the
inter-electrode capacity is halved; there are
fewer losses and reaction is easier to obtain on
low wavelengths.

In use, ordinary triodes are recommended,
with an impedance of, say, 10,000 to 135,000
ohms. Small power valves can be used if the
anode current can be supplied. ‘

Circuit is shown. We indicate push-pull
detector valves following the intermediate
stage of amplification of a super-het, but the
centre tap can come from almost any tuning
coil—say from a tuned-grid coil in a straight

on the market:.

set with lots of amplification in front of
detection.

Note that owing to the push-pull action no
grid condensers are needed. The grid leak
should be low, say 100,000 ohms, taken to
low-tension negative. The anodes are can-
nected to each end of a centre-tapped high-
frequency choke. You might take a centrc~

Circuit showing how to use two triode

valves for push-pull detection. No grid
condenser is needed owing to the pusb-
pull action

tap from one of the.mumerous.binscular chokes
Or. two resistances in series
could be used, each three to five times the
valves’ series impedance.

If you should try this circuit with resistances,
remember that there will be a voltage drop
across -them, so increase the “high-tension
voltage to the maximum.

Double-diode-triode Detectors

These new valves will shortly be on the
market, their special use being for full-wave
detection with or without automatic volume

control. "'—H—To
- T+

LECOIL /,L"2°'3°°
g L' -
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Circuit using the new double-diode-triode
valve for push-pull detection and automatic
volume control

A diode, remember, is a simple two-elec-
trode valve with a filament and an anode. A
double diode has one filament and two anodes
for full-wave detection. A double-diode-triode
has one filament-heater and two anodes as
before, but in addition there is a grid and
another anode for the amplifier triode. The
one filament is common, that is, to a double-
diode and a normal triode, all in one bulb.

As the filament has so much work to do it is
at present made only for mains working.

Circuit shows how this new type of mains
valve can be used in a full-wave detector
circuit with automatic volume control applied
‘to preceding high-frequency amplification. It
looks a little complicated but really is quite
simple.
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THE FIRST H.T. BATTERY FOR Q.P.P.
AND CLASS "B" AMPLIFICATION WAS A

Drydex Batteries were also specified for the first
. constructor sets with Q.P.P. and Class “B”
amplification. = There are no better batteries for these
new amplification systems than this pioneer battery by
Exide. There is a type for every set.

Speclal Drydex Batteries for Q. P.P. and Class B’ Ampiification. .
TYPE H.1060. 130 volts H.T.

Price - 1276

Tappings o, 50, 60, 64}, 69, 75, 100, 120 and every 14 volts to 130. No G.B.
incorporated.

TYPE H.1062. 159 volt plus 9 volts G.B. Price - 17/6

H.T. Neg. 60, 84, 120 and then every 3 volts to 159. Tappings G.B. Pos.
every 1} volts.

TYPE H.1063. 135 volt plus 18 volts G.B. Price - 18/6

H.T. tapped at 60, 70, 80, I20 and then every 1} to 135. G.B. tapped
every 1} volts.

TYPE H.1064. 150 volt plus 24 volts G.B. Price - 21/-

H.T. tapped every Io} to 125, then every 3 volts to 135 and every 11 volts
to 150. G.B. tapped every 3 volts to 12, then every 1} to 24.

Obrainable from Exide Service Stations and all reputable dealers.
EXIDE BATTERIES, Exide Works, Clifton Junction, ~Near Manchester,
Branches: London, Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol, Glasgow, Dublin, Belfast.

Please Mention *“* AW.” When Corresponding with Advertisers
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REFLECTION AND QUALITY

WONDER how many people appre-
ciate the importance of reflection in
sound reproduction. Sound travels
L from the loud-speaker to our ears
in the form of air waves, which can be
reflected from walls and other hard sur-
faces. Most radio enthusiasts know this,
but few will realise what an important
part this plays in the quality of the repro-
duction. ' I had a striking example of this
the other day when I was listening to an
advance model of one of next season’s
sets. The test was going on in the labora-
tory of one of our leading radio manu-
facturers and, as is often the case, the set
was not completely assembled, being in
chassis form- only, coupled to a loud-
speaker mounted ‘in an otherwise empty
cabinet,.

K

LOWERING THE PITCH

DID not like the quality and, some-
what diffidently, said so. It sounded
too high pitched for my liking. The
engineer on the job, however, did
not seem perturbed. He picked up a rain-
coat lying over a chair—my raincoat, as
it happened—and draped it over the back
of the cabinet. To my surprise, the quality
at once became pleasant and the shrillnéss
vanished.

In answer to my inquiring expression,
the engineer laughingly explained that with
the empty cabinet standing, as it was, only
a foot or so in front of a wall, the upper
frequencies were not damped at all, but
were reflected from the hard surface of the
wall into the room. Under normal con-
ditions the cabinet would contain the set
and be fitted with a gauze-lined back which
would effectively damp much of the *‘ top,”
leaving a pleasant and evenly balanced
reproduction. - Throwing a raincoat over
the back of the cabinet had the same
effect.

1t goes to show-the indefinite nature of
‘“quality.” Reproduction which is pleasant
in one room, which is heavily draped,
would sound harsh in a room with bare
walls and little or no hangings, while a set
which is pleasant under the latter condi-
ditions would sound “woofy " in a heavily
damped room. That is why a tone control
is such a useful fitting on a set. The user
can adjust the quality to suit his taste, and
to suit the room in which the set is used.

PP
VALVE HOLDERS GALORE
HE coming of the seven-pin valve
holder brings my collection up to
well over a dozen different kinds,
all of which have been introduced
in the last eleven years. Rather queer
contraptions some of them look nowadays.
There is, for instance, the Siemen’s-Haelske
pattern, which supported a fat tubular
valve about five inches long with ebonite
caps at both ends. The valve lays hori-

zontally between large and rather clumsy-
looking clips. Then there is the type
required for the old Air Force “C” valve,
with four flat spring contacts and a rather
similar, though much smaller, affair needed
for the test-tube V24. Another test-tube
valve, which created quite an excitement
in its day, was an unbreakable pattern
whose name I cannot for the moment
recall, though I believe it was of Canadian
origin. Anyhow, I can remember testing
it thoroughly by throwing it about the
room without doing it the least harm. It
was provided with a cap at either end,
each having a pair of thin pins which
fitted very tightly into spring clips.

The first type of screen-grid valie that
we had was the Round S625, which was
at first mounted horizontally in a holder
with three spring clips at one end and two
at the other. Did you know that the
four-pin holder was of French origin? In
its early days, the four-pin valve was
known as the French valve because it was
first produced in that country. What
bright-emitters these old valves were, is
shown by the French word for valve,
which is lampe.

apop
FASHIONS IN TUNING

N spite of the ease and convenience

of single-knob control, there are
plenty of stalwarts: about who will
have nothing to do with it. A
separate control for each tuned circuit is
apparently their motto—not because they
deliberately like to make things harder,
but because they hold that it is the only
way to get the best out of the set. Of
course, this is true enough, since ganging
is, at the best, only a compromise. One
robs Peter of a little selectivity in order to
cater for Paul, who prefers celerity. Also,
one has to bear the womenfolk in mind,
and they certainly don’t like a set that is
too much of a box of tricks.

As a matter of fact, it is rather curious
why the hand that is supposed to rule the
world so often makes a poor show at
bringing in distant stations at their best.
Anything that simplifies tuning, such as
single-knob control and a dial that is
plainly marked with the name of the sta-

tion, will always get full marks from the
ladies. And I venturc to prophesy that
automatic volume control is going to be
another popular feature in the samne
quarter. No tinkering about—every station
comes over in clean-cut fashion. And,
above all, no fading. As one might say,
they come in pat and stay put.
PP
THE NEW 5XX
?ORK has already started on the new
| Midland station three miles from
Droitwich, which is eventually to
contain both the National and
Regional transmitters, superseding the
present 5XX and 5GB. The 1oo-kilowatt
transmitter, working on 1,554.4 metres,
should easily cover the whole of the British
Isles, whilst the new Regional plant should
provide much better reception than is now
obtainable from the 399-metre Daventry
station. The latter is now six years old.
It was put up as an experimental station
in 1927, and it is without. many of the
newer important improvements.
PP
A CROP OF CLASS B'’s
E are, I hear, to have quite a crop
il of Class B valves, and they are to
come not only from the big manu-
i facturers, but also from some of the
smaller firms. It will be very interesting
to see which pattern of Class B eventually
becomes standardised. At present we have
one capable of a full 2 watts and requiring
for maximum output some 11 milliamperes,
including the driver valve’s plate current.
Another pattern, which should be with us
shortly, will be made more on econtmy
lines. It won’t make:for more than about
a watt of output at the outside, but its
H.T. requirements will be kept down to
an inclusive 5 milliamperes or so.
PP
FUTURE POSSIBILITIES
ERE are all sorts of possibilities
outside' these two. - You might,
for instance, turn out an extra-
= ordinarily economical valve for half
a watt of output or one that would pretty
well lift the roof when required, though
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using a good many milliamperes. I rather
expect, myself, that the Class B valve will
eventually settle down in a somewhat
similar way to the pentode. All of the
first pentodes were of the kind requiring a
great deal of H.T. Then came the economy
pentode, and now we have the two types
both standardised. In Class B valves we
shall most likely find eventually that many
firms will turn out two different patterns
on the lines suggested. This will, I think,
be necessary to meet the popular demand.
Some people like a great deal of noise,
whilst others are much more concerned
about economis.ng in milliamperes.
Y <

‘{“*SPONSOREDS ' FROM DUBLIN
s T the end of April sponsored pro-
grammes—that is, those paid for
§ by advertisers—will begin from the

Bd! big Athlone station. A good deal
of business is expected, and a special
publicity company has been-formed to sell
programme time. I am rather sorry,
myself, that Athlone is indulging in this
kind of thing, for it seems to me that a good
many of the Continental stations have
detracted greatly from the entertainment
value of their programmes by including
large chunks of advertising matter, and it
seems a pity that Athlone should have to
go the same way. I wonder, really, what
is the “value of broadcast advertising. I
sapposc that it must pay or people wouldn’t
do it. Many people, though, I know, turn
to something else the moment that the
station to which they are listening begins
to urge the merits of whatever firm is
paying it to do so. One thing about
these sponsored programmes from stations
that we can easily receive is that they serve
as an example and as a warning to us. I
haven’t heard anything of the suggestion
that the B.B.C. should allow advertising
since the public have had a taste of it
from stations outside the country.

Spop
THE LUXEMBOURG NUISANCE
e HHE worst of all advertising stations
i will be Radio Luxembourg, which
is now frequently to be heard on
about 1,200 metres. Now, there
is only one factor that can make for a
~valid claim on the part of any nation to
the use of a long wavelength. This is
that the area of its country is so large that
a long wavelength is necessary to cover it
properly. Great Britain, France, Ger-
many, Norway, Sweden, and Poland are
very clearly entitled to such wavelengths;
_but if you glance at your map of Europe
you may have some difficulty in finding
the Duchy of Luxembtourg, so tiny is it.
Luxembourg was allotted by both the
Prague and the Madrid Conference a wave-
length fairly low down in the medium
band, which is adequate for covering
every inch of its area. Permission to use
a long wavelength was quite definitely
refused. This giant station, which can

use 150 kilowatts when it wants to, was -

erected not to provide a programme ser-
vice for Luxembourg. It must, in fact,

be an appalling nuisance to all the inhabi-
tants of the Duchy. It was put up by a
company with the idea of covering as
much of Europe as possible and of making
a large income by selling programme
time to advertisers of various nationalities.

S
ASTONISHING DX CONDITIONS

EVER, so far as I can remember,
have spring ' conditions for long-
distance work been so amazing as
they arec at the time of writing.

Continental transmissions are, in fact,

coming in now every bit as well as they

were during the darkest part of the year in

December and January. A good many
are to be heard in daylight and the number
increases rapidly as dusk draws on.
Remember that Central European time is
an hour ahead of ours and Eastern Euro-

pean time two hours ahead. Hence it
may have been dark for some time in the
country from which a transmission origi-
nates, though it is still daylight over here.

From about eight o’clock onwards the
number of stations receivable goes up by
leaps and bounds, and presently you find
that there is something to be heard at
almost every division of the tuning dials.
On a recent evening I spent an hour or
two in order to discover how many stations
there were that could be received strongly
and well. The total at the end of that
time was forty-six, and this does not include
many that were tuned in but were not really
worth listening to owing to interference of
some kind. Rather a wonderful record
for an April evening, I think. B

P
'WARE HARD WIRE
HERE is a good deal of cheap low-
grade insulated wire knocking about
at the present time, and I advise
! readers to be on their guard against
it when purchasing wire. The main trouble
about this stuff is that the conductor is

CHANGING THE BIAS
Always switch off your set before adjusting
the value of the grid bias. If the bias plug
is removed while the set is running and

— - o

b5
| M

the H.T. is switched on, a current surge
may be set up owing to the sudden removal
of the biasing voltage on the grid

made of hard copper which breaks at the
slightest provocation. Good quality wire,
which costs very little more, is made of
soft drawn or electrolytic copper, and you
can shape its bared ends almost as you
like with the pliers. But this hard stuff
is something more than a nuisance. Nick
the wire ever so slightly when you are
removing the outer covering of insulation,
and it is almost any odds you like that the
bared end will break off short when you
try to form a loop for bending over the
shank of a terminal. The best way to
avoid this unpleasant stuff is to insist
upon having an end bared when you are
making your purchase and to try bending
it with your fingers. If it is fairly soft,
well and good; but if you find it difficult
to bend ask for something else. You can-
not go wrong if you purchase wire of well-
known British make. You can go very
much wrong if you save a halfpenny or
two by buying nameless stuff of unkngwn
origin.

Spop .
RADIOGRAMS DE LUXE
ITHERTO, record-changing devices
have been playthingsoftherichand
near-rich, their highly exclusive,
=il existence being solely on the more
expensive and luxurious radiograms.
In one of the best record-changing machines
I have seen the records are played off in
a vertical position instead of the normal
horizontal. This instrument has the great-
advantage that different makes of 10-inch
and 12-inch records can be mixed up for
playing off, and, if desired, the almost
human selector will turn each record round
and play the other side before going on to
the next. Another fascinating gadget is
the needle-changing device, which grips a
new needle to the sound-box for each
record and drops the old one out into a
“waste” box. The sound side of this
spectacular machine is of the acoustic type,
and the price is—wow !—too high for me!

Spsp
- NEEDLES TO SAY

= HE subject of gramophone needles
| for radio-grams requires rather more
thought than it used to, and the
coming of automatic record changers
will complicate things still more. The,
shape of the groove depends on the con-
dition of cutter that made the original
wax, and there are liable to be appreciable
variations in the shape of the grooves in
different makes of records, and even in
different records of the same make. The
grinding-in process of a needle takes place
in the first few revolutions of the record;
so make sure you start your records from
the very edge. A good needle will play
the same side of a record without damage,
providing it is not twisted in its holder.
Cheap and nasty needles are expensive in
the long run, if the condition of records is
a consideration. Needles that are sup-
posed to play a dozen or so records without
changing should not always be taken at
their face value. THERMION.
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’I‘HE use of a

quiescent
method of opera-
tion in the output
stage is referred
to later when
describing: Q.P.P.
By operating two
valves in a push-
pull arrangement
with a very small standing anode current,
the signal applied can be made to push
up the anode current of each valve alter-
nately, the two anode cuirents being com-
bined in an output transformer feeding
the loud-speaker. By this means the total
change of anode current is similar to the
applied grid voltage so that distortion-
less amplification is obtained, but there
is practically no anode current when there
is no signal.

Because the signal pushes first one valve

663

on the grid the anode current is small,
usually just over a milliamp. Making the
grid negative, of course, has no effect,
whereas making the grid positive causes a
rapid increase in the anode current up to
40 or 50 milliamps. By using two valves
such as this in a push-pull arrangement
we can obtain an output of 2 watts for a
peak input swing of about 40 volts, while
with a peak input of 25 volts an output of
just over a watt can be obtained if the
anode impedance is slightly altered.

Good News for Battery Users

These figures are very good news for
battery users. Being able to obtain
momentary outputs of between 1 and 2
watts is of the greatest importance.
While the average volume level is about
100 milliwatts, it is quite easy for the grid
swing to increase to four or five times
this normal wvalue which requires an
output of the order of

o 2 watts. The depth
HT+
120V.

:005

-

-
~[005

-0t

is very largely due to
its capacity for respon-
ding to these sudden
calls for power, and the
battery set has hitherto
been severely limited
in this respect.

It is quite fair to say
that the introduction
of the Class B valve has
made the radiogramo-
phone a practical pro-
position for the battery

=l s atel {

fif ;.’__OL_f_r, user for the first time.

Circuit of Class B receiver with correctors

Here above all else an
output of some 115 to

and then the other, the arrangement is
often known as a push-push system, and
in this respect the operation is exactly
similar to that of Q.P.P. It was not long
before special valves were devised for the
purpose. These valves, which are known
as Class B valves, are similar in construction
to an ordinary L.F. type of valve, but they
have one important difference.

No Bias

The ordinary L.F. valve is designed to
work with 4 or 5 volts grid bias, and we
take particular care to see that the grid is
never positive with respect to the filament.
If the grid is made positive, grid current
flows, the amplification falls off, and
distortion is introduced. Because of this
limitation it is not possible to make full
use of the valve. The anode current with
zero grid volts is usually of the order of
10 milliamps, whereas the valve will give
five or six times as much anode current as
this with safety.

In a Class B valve no grid bias is used.
The valve is so designed that with no volts

~—— 2 watts is essential.
Any ordinary acoustic gramophone will
give an output of this order quite easily,
and it is rather cold comfort talking about
better quality obtainable with electrical
reproduction if the signal strength is only
about half that obtainable from an ordinary
portable gramophone. With Class B valves
the output can be easily obtained.

Small H.T.

As in the case of Q.P.P., the great
advantage of the system is the small
high-tension consumption. It is customary
for convenience to put up the two Class B
output valves within the same bulb and
bring out the leads to a 7-pin base. The
steady anode current of the Class B valve
taken as a whole (i.e., both halves) is about
214 milliamps on 120 volts. Momentarily
current may peak up to 30 or 40 milliamps,
but the average current, of course, is much
less than this. - Itis usually measured with
a silver voltameter just as in the case of
Q.P.P.,, and the average current on an
evening’'s entertainment is somewhere
around 7 milliamps,

of tone of a mains set

@ muleur Wueb&f’

'The introduction of the Class B Valve is of great importance to the battery yser, for it
makes possible full volume with low H.T. current consumption.
J. H. Reyner explains the new system of amplification in a simple manner

In this article

Special arrangements have to be made,
of course, to feed this valve, owing to the
fact that grid current is flowing. In.the
ordinary valve no grid current flows and
no power is consumed. With this circuit
we have what is equivalent to a resistance
of about 10,000 ohms across the total input
transformer, and this has to be designed
just like an output transformer in a small
power valve.

The Driver

This preceding valve is known as a
driver and is coupled to the Class B valve
through a driver transformer which is really
a small output transformer having a
centre-tapped secondary, matched up to
the valve just as we should match a
loud-speaker having an effective impedance
of 10,000 ohms.

The complete output stage, therefore,
consists of a driver valve, driver trans-
former, Class B valve and output trans-
former. It is quite sensitive, an output
of 9 volts peak being sufficient to supply
2 watts of power. The driver wvalve,
therefore, can quite easily be coupled with
a transformer to the ordinary detector
stage of a set.

The driver valve, of course, takes a small
extra anode current, but this is cheerfully
afforded in view of the increased power
which is obtainable. Even so it is possible
to produce astounding output and quality
with very little high-tension consumption.

One of the new Class B transformers—the
Ferranti AF15(C)

A 3-valve set consisting of detector, driver
and Class B valve can be adjusted to take
a steadyv anode current of about 5%
milliamps and an average current through-
out an evening’s run of about 8 milliamps.

The circuit of such a set is shown
above. There are two points to which
mention may be made specifically. The
first is the use of parasitic stopping

(Continued at foot of next page)
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are really keen
on short-wave
reception below
100 metres
there is a grow-
ing tendency to
install a special
and separate
aerial and earth
system. To-day,
the short-wave ==
aerial '‘peaked”
to a particular
wavelength  or
band of wavelengths is coming into its own.

With the short-wave aerial almost invariably
goes a short-wave earth in the form of a counter-
poise, which is really an arrangement of wires
similar in every detail to the aerial but erected
some way below it.

Our diagram shows an excellent 20-metre
short-wave aerial system incorporating the
latest developments. It consists of an aerial

Q‘\\\\\\\\\\\\

Speciai Aerials for the Short Waves

L. 10in SPREADER
{ieapin

The ideal aerial arrangement for 20-metre
band short-wave reception

length of, say, 16 feet, with a similar wire for
the counterpoise fitted about 10 inches below
it.

The lead-in wires for the aerial and counter-
poise are very important. Their length should
for preference be half the length of the
horizontal, in this system 8 feet each. If this
is impracticable, you should choose a length
that is a harmonic of the horizontal length,
such as 8 feet.

Many enthusiasts will want to erect aerials
for each band of short waves covered during
reception. Before this can be done, you must
know the method of calculating the length of
wire in fee! for any given wavelength band in
selres.

It is quite easy. Remember that one foot
equals about .3 metre, and before the equation
can be worked out, you have to reduce your
different measurements to a common unit.

Suppose you have an existing aerial and
would like to know what is its natural or peak-
efficiency wavelength. In other words, you
want to find the natural wavelength in metres

when you know the length of the wire in feet.

Wavelength equals length of aerial in feet
multiplied by .3, multiplied by 4. Thus, with
an aerial of 30 feet length you would have a
natural or peak wavelength of 30 multiplied
by .3 multiplied by 4, which is 36 metres.

Now suppose you are setting about erecting
a special aerial to tune a given band of short
wavelengths with maximum efficiency. It is
also quite easy to find out the right length of
wire to use.

The simple' equation is length equals wave-
length in metres, multiplied by 3.3 and divided
by 4. Thus, if you wanted a peak wavelength
of 20 metres, you would find the length of
wire wanted would be, 20 multiplied by 3.3
and divided by 4, which is 66 divided by 4,
which is about 16 feet.

Special short-wave aerials are well worth
erecting, and represent one of the most impor-
tant developments on short-waves. Any
given short-wave set will work very much
more effectively, it has now been proved, with
a special aerial than with a haphazardly-
erected aerial and earth.

SHORT-WAVE RECEIVER DESIGN

OST of the development work on short-

wave receiver design has been centred
around the ultra-short bands, that is bands
below 10 metres. For such short-wave bands
the super-het type of set has become almost
universal.

Usually, such sets have one intermediate-
frequency stage with reaction applied to it—
an addition that often increases the strength
by as much as 50 per cent.

Although we are dealing with very short
fundamental wavelengths, the intermediate
wavelength of the short-waver is usually high,
about 1,500 kilocycles corresponding to a
wavelength of around 200 metres.

Below 10 metres the Reinartz type of set
has almost faded out, mainly because it has
been found very difficult to obtain smooth
reaction with this circuit. The overall magni-
fication is low and such effects as ‘chasing”
and variation of action with different lengths
of aerials have finally put this circuit out of
court.

A type of set that may possibly gain favour
in the future for ultra-shorts is the super-
regenerative, especially on the 3- and 5-metre
bands.

For normal short-wave working the straight
high-frequency set has commanded wide sup-
port, for in spite of the general belief about
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the loss of am-
plification below
100 metres, ex-
perience shows
that down to
about 20 metres
real high-fre-
quency gain is

(l obtained with a
, good screen-grid

C N

! stage.
4& Even down to
. ¢ p the lowest of the

normal short
wavebands, that
1s down to say,
1.4 metres, a stage of screen-grid has proved an
advantage in maintaining the smoothness of
reaction. Moreover, the resulting stabilisation
of the detector and its segregation from the
aerial tuning means that the detector tuning
can be calibrated accurately. A
For most listeners, a stage of tuned-grid
coupling should be very useful. Our diagram
shows how such a stage can be added. There
is the usual aerial-tuning coil, from 2 to 10
turns, according to the waveband wanted,
with a parallel .0002-microfarad condenser.
The negative bias is applied to the screen-
grid valve by a ‘“pot” across a 16-volt grid
battery. The grid leak and condenser method
of applying this bias is strongly recommended.
In the anode circuit there is a good short-
wave high-frequency choke, with a .0003-
microfarad coupling condenser going from the
anode to the aerial terminal of the set, that
is to the grid tuning coil of the detector.
Note that as this is in the nature of an add-
on unit for a existing short-waver, there is no
need for either a high-tension negative lead
on the unit or an earth lead, which will, of
course, already be on the set.

Typical screen-grid H.F. amplifier for short-
wave reception

We have shown this circuit because it is
typical of the trend of progress on short waves.
There are, of course, other developments, chief
of which is, perhaps, the use of the autodyne
super-het system for add-on units, to convert
existing broadcast sets to short-wave super-
het working.

“ALL ABOUT CLASS B AND Q.P.P,”
(Continued from preceding page)

condensers across each half of the output
transformer. If these are not used it is
sometimes found that an inaudible oscil-
lation builds up in the receiver which
distorts the quality. The connection of
two .005 condeansers from each anode to
H.T.4-, as shown, effectively cures the
trouble.

The second point is the tone correction.

Since the average loud-speaker rises in
impedance as the frequency is increased,
it is desirable to include some arrangement
for cutting down the sensitivity of the set

The conclusion of this article,
dealing chiefly with Q.P.P.,
will appear Next Weelk,

in the upper frequencies. Thiscan be done
by connecting a large condenser across the
primary of the output transformer in
addition to the parasitic stopping con-
densers just mentioned, but it is better to
correct on the input as this saves anode
current. A condenser of the order of .o1
to .02 connected across the driver trans-
former as shown will usually be found
satisfactory, giving very pleasant repro-
duction with just sufficient reduction of the
upper frequencies.
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' l‘HE chief feature of the Ferrocart type
of coil is that it consists of a winding
and a core of special magnetic material.

Ordinary coils used for tuning purposes
have a winding and no core or, rather, the
core is air. Hence the name air-core coil.

It is rather remarkable that a Ferrocart
tuning coil should be not only satisfactory,
but have advantages over the air-core type.
These advantages are very real ones, too.

Improved Efficiency

The first is the efficiency of the coil for
its size. An efficient coil tunes much more
sharply than a poor coil and the magnifica-
tion obtainable is greater. The result is
better all-round performance, for you get
sharper tuning, stronger signals, and less
background noise.

The valves do not have to be pushed so
hard for a given amount of amplification
when these coils are used. And so it will be
understood that the new coils do definitely
mark a step forward.

Small Coils Practicable

1 do not want to be misunderstood over
the matter of efficiency. A good coil
having a winding of litzendraht, such as
I have described’in this paper from time
to time, is very. efficient—roughly as good
as the Ferrocart coils which I have tested.

But these coils were large ones, three
inches in diameter. They would have to
be screened for use in a modern set and
three of them, with screens of a size>
adequate for the purpose and not spoiling
their efficiency, would take a lot of room.

Smaller coils are therefore possible with
the Ferrocart type.

A set having three Ferrocart coils, used
as aerial input filter and inter-valve
coupling has a degree of selectivity which,
according to my experience, is very good
indeed, and likely to be satisfactory under
most conditions.

The coils are of normal size. Colvern
patterns are made up complete with
switch upon a base and are, therefore,
convenient to use.

If you open one you will see the peculiar
construction. They are much smaller
than the screen.
wavelength coils are separate.
very accurately matched.,

The Effect of the Iron Core

The principle of the coils can be easily
grasped. If you take a tube of paxolin or

Both are

of-ebonite and wind a coil of say 100 turns-

of wire, you will make a coil having a
certain inductive value. This might be,,

Medium- and long-

6 nwLwrtw’irelz:s)

W. Fames explains how to use the new tuning coils which give
better selectivity and increased magnification

say, 180 microhenries, for tuning with a
.o005-microfarad condenser over the
medium band of wavelengths.

If, now, a core, consisting of a.bundle of
iron wires,. be fitted and the inductance
were again measured at a_low frequency,
it would be found to have increased. There-
fore, the number of turns of wire in the
coil could be reduced in order to bring
down the inductance to the original
value.

The point to note is that by fitting an
iron core the inductance is increased-
Now we are concerned: not only in the
inductance of a coil, but also, and some
these days would say chiefly, in its losses.
If the losses are high, the tuning is broad
and the amplification is poor.

Iron Increases Losses

A coil constructed in this way would
inevitably give poor results, because the
use of ordinary iron increases the losses
immensely".

It was found, however, that a core could
be manufactured which had very. slight
losses indeed. And in the Ferrocart coil
the special core is used.

With this special core comparatively
few turns of wire are needed for a given
inductance and so it happens that what
with the relatively small number of turns
and the good core, the net result is a coil
of outstanding performance and further, it
is of small size.

Stability

One is, of course, bound to ask -the
question—is the coil quite stable? Will a
comparatively heavy current or knock
affect its working?

Tests show that the coils are quite stable.
A relatively heavy current will not upset
the characteristics, neither will ordinary
knocks and jars impair the efficiency.

It can be said, therefore, that the Colvern
Ferrocart coils are perfectly satisfactory
from the mechanical point of view and
considered . electrically they are superior”
to other average screened coils.

Using the New Coils

Now, such good coils must be properly
used. It will be clear that if, say, three of
these coils are to be used in a set with one
knob tuning, the tuning condenser must be
a very accurate joh. Slight errors are
bound to have, relatively, a greater effect
than when the ordinary, more broadly
tuning coils are being used.

As the tuning is so sharp, the drive of
the condenser must be sound or there will
be difficulty in placing the circunit exactly
in tune,

_Then again, the coils must be used in the
right way. It would be stupid by careless.
use to lower the efficiency of good tuning
circuits. 1

This mistake is easily made. The coils
which I have tried have been suitably
tapped, however, and full advantage can
be taken of their cfficiency. Thus, the
aerial coil is tapped well down the winding:
1n order to minimise the loading efféct of
the aerial. This normally tends to broaden
tuning and the capacity adds to the diffi-
culty of ganging. By tapping well down
the coil the-effects are reduced to negligible

A noticeable feature of the new Ferrocart Cols

is that they are quite small. It will be seen that

there are two separate sections for the long
and medium waves

proportions and the signal strength is
maintained by the transformer step-up
effect.

Detector-circuit Arrangements

Another point to look out for is the
detector-circuit arrangement. If you join
the grid circuit of, say, a power-grid
detector to the top of the coil, the bottom
going to the earth in the usual way, a
load is placed across the tuning circuit.
The tuning is, therefore, made broader.
This effect is reduced by taking the grid
circuit to a tap and at the same time
the strength of the signal is not
affected.

These points should be watched. Then
the coils will be found very effective, better
strength, sharper tuning and improved
performance generally being obtained. The
coils definitely have a future.
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High - frequency
currents are
applied to the rectifier and we get the low-
frequency component out of it.

Some detectors rectify only.
rectify and magnify as well.

Thus, the popular leaky-grid detector
rectifies and® magnifies, but the crystal
detector rectifies only.

Naturally, we want the detector to give
as much output as possible. But we also
want to have the least amount of dis-
tortion. -Other factors to be considered are
the strength of the signal which can be
applied without overloading, and then again

Others

This is the Type W4 half-wave rectifier

there is the effect of connecting the
detector to a circuit. Sometimes it broadens
the tuning and it may have the effect of
lowering the high-frequency voltages.
There is now available a new rectifier
called the Westector. The Westinghouse
metal rectifier, as used in A.C.-mains
receivers, high-tension units and trickle-
chargers, is well known, and what is
more important, the rectifier is of proved
reliability, being extensively used.

WESTECTOR
}él
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—

Fig. L.
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Simple circuit using half-wave
Westector

The Westector is also a metal rectifier.
If you opened one you would find the same
discs of treated copper and lead washers,
but they are very much smaller, about the
diameter of the lead of a thin lead pencil.

This rectifier, like the power ones, is of
the permanent type. It rectifies only, like
a crystal or a diode or a double-diode valve.

The Westector is made up in a tube
having moulded ends with contacts and
looks very much like a grid leak. One end
of the Westector is red in colour and it is
important to note this, a5 in some circuits
it is necessary to connect the rectifier the
right way round.

All about the new metal rectifier which can take the place of the detector valve

By W. JAMES

Tt is not necessary to fix the Westector
in any way, as it is so light that it may be
safely carried in the wiring. There are
several types in both the half-wave and
full-wave patterns. The full-wave is
centre tapped and the connections given in
Figs. 1 and 2 show the simple nature of
typical circuits.

In Fig. 1 the half-wave type is used. It
has associated with it a low-frequency
circuit comprising the load resistance Rr
and the all-important shunting condenser ¢,
values 100,000 ohms and .0oor microfarad.

The grid of the mext valve, a low-
frequency amplifier or power valve, could
be joined to the top of,
the resistance; but the
diagram showsa further
coupling. This is a step-
-up transformer, with
its coupling condenser
and it is used to step
up the voltage from the
load resistance to the
grid of the next valve.

In Fig. 2, which
shows a full-wave
centre-tapped rectifier,
there is a simple resis-
tance coupling. Notice
that the coil is centre
tapped but otherwise
the circuit is a simple
one.

Type W4, which is a
half-wave rectifier, will deal easily with a
peak input voltage of 24. The other types
will handle larger or smaller inputs, such
as 36 volts for the W6.

It will, therefore, be seen that the Wes-
tector will handle the strongest of signals.

Now "what about distortion? The
characteristic showing the variation of the
output with input is a straight line; often a
fraction of a volt is passed. In other words,
the output is strictly proportional to the
input for all excepting very weak signals.

Thus, the Westector has two very
valuable characteristics; it rectifies all
signals of above a small fraction of a
volt without distortion and it will deal
with very strong signals indeed witkout
overloading.

A signal of 24 volts may not convey
much to a reader but, as an illustration,
many leaky-grid detectors, even of the
power type, overload with signals of a
volt or two.

- A Westector followed by an amplifying
valve will, for a given strong input, have
about the same output, for a given input,
as the usual power-grid detector. It has
the advantage, however, of not affecting
the circuit so greatly. Thus, the damping

TENSION

circuit because
of the make-up
of the grid circuit of the valve, that is the
grid leak and grid current.

Then, secondly, there is feed-back
from the anode circuit of the valve to its
grid circuit through the capacity of the
valve, and this has the effect of reducing
the strength of the signals in the grid
circuit. The matter could be enlarged
upon considerably, because a valve detector
is a complicated piece of apparatus.

Automatic . volume control may be
obtained by making use of the voltage
developed across the load resistance, the
voltage being applied to the grids of the
high-frequency amplifying valves.

Delayed automatic volume control is
also to be obtained. So it will be seen that

CENTRE TAP

RECTIFIER PELLETS

Here is a drawing of the full-wave rectifier: the internal
construction of the two types is alike

the \Westector is a useful component.
Westectors are going to be used pretty
extensively in the future by manufacturers

g’ﬁ ? |

FULL WAVE « = \G.B.
WESTECTOR <
Fig. 2, Typical connections of full-wave

Westector

and amateurs as they have certain very
real advantages. Westectors are particu-
larly useful in sets giving large high-
frequency voltages, such as super-hetero-
dynes, where the output may be enough
to apply directly to the power valve
without further magnification.

TO BE CONCLUDED WITH NEW
VALVE DETECTORS NEXT WEEK
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IO enjoy the broadcast of a play like

Escape you must not previously
have seen it on the-stage. You can enjoy
Hassan, for example, all the- more for
having - seen it previously, because you
find - yourself -interested in its qunaint
language, and do not mind knowing how
it ends. With a play dealing with a
series of events such as Galsworthy puts
before you in telling of the escape of a
convict from Dartmoor, you really must
no! know how it ends or you will find it
hard going until the end actually comes.
It is not for you to know whether or not
the convict escapes; neither must you have
the slightest inkling that he is going to
give himself up.

I considered myself fortunate that I
had not seen the play on the stage, because
I had some chance of being thrilled by the
broadcast version.

When Captain® Denant (the convict)
began his scene with - ‘“The Shingled
Lady” (Barbara Couper, at her best, by the
way) I thought I was in for.something
impossible, or at least improbable, and at
once began to think of what happens to
people who help convicts to escape. The
scene, however, was so well done, both by
Miss Couper and Mr. Quartermaine, that
it really seemed feasible.

The scene with the Old Gentleman who
fished by the convict’s side was even better
from the writing point of view. There
was a punch in the fact that the old
chap '‘spotted” his man, but acted in a
sporting fashion. I thought, however,
that the dialogue given to the Four Trippers
(whose car the convict stole) was the
weakest in the play.

The ending was a stroke of genius,
The convict sought sanctuary in the
village church. When the vicar (who
himself had seérved as a padre in the war
and therefore had a kindly feeling for the
convict who had escaped from Germany)
was on the point of lying to the villagers
when questioned by them, there was a
fine dramatic situation. The convict.
rather than let the vicar perjurc his soul,
gave himself up. Mr. Quartermaine’s
playing at this point held me completely.
The production of the play (by Howard
Rose) was, in my opinion, perfect.

° * *

I fear I cannot say as much for the
production of The Saturday Game, which 1
heard the previous evening. Another case
of weak dialogue It was gay—forcedly so
I thought—but it was not funny nor yet
clever. The only tliing I enjoyed about
it was the representation of the ‘‘ping”’ of
the tennis-balls on the racquet and the

i\ . MARIE
. KENDALL

whizz of the golf-club. When—O when—
are we going to have a Joke-censor 7 And a
Dialogue-censor ?

* * L4

How did you get on with the second
of the ‘Economist in the Witness-box’
series? I was a bit muddled over those
tariffs. I thought I would rather Com-
mander King-Hall left it to the other Mr.
Hall to explain, but he would keep on
interrupting. I shall try another next week,
though.

* < .

Jan Smeterlin gave me pleasure by his
interpretation of the Chopin G Minor
Ballade which, I regret to say, was all I
heard of his recital. So many pianists
are afraid to use the pedal when broadcast-
ing. I know they tell them not to at
Broadcasting House, but it is nonsense.
Anyhow, Mr. Smeterlin went his own way
with admirable effect.

3 ®

Noel Eadie’s voice sounded very beautiful
to me in a Mozart aria, and the ever-popular
Caro Nome from Verdi’s Rigoletto Her
“top C” was as amazing as her breath-
control. So far as I am concerned the

PROGRAMME POINTERS

There have been one or two cases recently
of plagiarism of style in the lighter forms of
entertainment. 1 noticed an actor imitating
Harry Tate's voice and mannerisms. The
imitation was obviously sincere but was also,
so to speak, sincerely obvious. Another
instance was the adoption of the tone of
voice so characteristic of all Claude Hulbert’s
broadcasts. This was equally sincere, and
equally obvious. It seems to me that imita-
tions of this sort, no matter how sincere, are
not good from the listener’s point of view.
There is a difference between direct imitation
and mere similarity of style. For example,
Alexander and Mose give a similar type of
broadcast to that given by Nosmo King and
Hubert, but nobody would ever confuse them.
Their only similarity lies in the fact that
they both talk * Darky.” The other form of
similarity—that of adoption of some out-
standing characteristic—is not, in my
opinion, to be encouraged, Originality may
" be hard to secure—it undoubtedly is—but no
good purpose can be served by allowing
plagiarisms of style, however sincerely they
may be offered,

B.B.C. can ask her to broadcast as often
as it likes. I shall always be there.
* * *

The music hall show this week had some
good points about it. I think Jenny
Howard is very amusing when she is really
north-country, and when she infends to
sing with that “‘appalling”’ tone. She has,
however, a voice full of pleasant notes. I
am inclined to suggest she does not mix the
two, but allows us to benefit from ‘‘both
voices * separately. She is a good vaude-
ville broadcaster.

* * *

Julian Rose was amusing, as usual. I’
am very pleased he has taken the hint,
and now speaks much slower than he .did
a few months ago. I am- surc he will
become all the more popular.

Clapham and Dwyer gave us ““ The Poor
Woman ’ stunt again. It is very funny,
but I could not enjoy it a third time !

* * *

I listened. to the modern Italian concert
with interest, the more so because the
works were new to me. The Italians have
not, seemingly, gone in for ultra-modernism
to any extent, but I thought they rather
spoilt their tradition.

* * *

Did you hear the *‘Inconsequential
Revue ’ called “'It don’t mean a thing"?
It didn t to me.

* 4 *

I have heard one or two good singers at
odd times during the week. Taking them
as I think of them: Keith Faulkener, whose
diction and general tone was so easy to
appreciate that he might have been in
the room; Isobel Lamond, whose Brahms
group was a model of German lieder-
singing; Enid Cruickshank, who seemed
better than ever in the Verdi opera concert !

® * ®

One or two players * Harold Samuel in
a Sunday afternoon recital cxcelled him-
self but I wanted more Bach from /him
After all, he is onr best Bach player.
Helen Perkin’s tone in the C Minor concerto
of Beethoven (during the Easter Sunday
evening symphony concert) showed me
that some pianists, at all eveats, are
studying the microphone. Albert Sam-
mons played delightfnlly.

* *

It was a good idea to broadcast Chu
Chin Chow on LEaster Monday. I think it
must have been greatly appreciated by
listeners disinclined for ‘‘heavy stuff.”
Very good it was, but how inferior the
writing is to that of Hassan!

WHITAKER-WILSON.
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BUILDING YOUR

build which have ever been described
in AMATEUR WIRELESS.

The Class B parts do not complicate the
construction. The rest of the wiring is just
as easy to carry out. There are no more
components needed in the whole outfit
than in a normal * three,” and the wiring
is very simple and straightforward.

Class B, the latest economy idea in
radio, is a feature for everybody.

And to make sure that everybody—
novices in set construction—will be
able to make up this ‘¢ Class B Three,’’
we are giving this week a three-quarter

THIS is one of the simplest sets to

HERE ARE CONSTRUC
DETAILS FOR THE ALL-R
VALVER INCORPORATING

size wiring diagram which makes the
construction simple in the extreme.

This Class B outfit is an all-in set. That
is, it is intended to be fitted into a cabinet
which includes speaker and batteries in the
one cabinet.

But the- set itself is made up with the
usual wooden baseboard and right-angle
ebonite panel. This set unit slides into the
“all-in’’ cabinet and is complete in itself.

SIMPLE CONSTRUCTION

In the cabinet shown the batteries and
speaker are accommodated beneath.

The layout of the set unit itself is
simple and logical. The centre com-
ponents of the set are the main tuning
condenser and the coil it tunes. Both these
parts are mounted on the baseboard. The
condenser is clamped to a right-angle
bracket and the control projects through
to the panel front. The hole has to be

cut at the top of the panel, for the escut-
cheon of the tuning dial, so that the semi-

TONE
CORRECTOR
RESISTANCE &
CONDENSER

circular scale
carrying the Y
degrees marking can be seen.

The selectivity control condenser and
also the reaction condenser are carried on
the panel, left and right respectively.
Beneath, left, is the wave-change switch
(pull out for medium-wave working), and
right is the on-off switch for the whole set.

The baseboard layout is arranged in
the same neat way.

Looking at the set from the back, you
have the aerial and earth terminals on the
right and the output terminal block on the
left. This latter carries three terminals.
The little 414-volt grid-bias battery which

= supplies the driver valve
D isstood close to the low-
frequency transformer
coupling the detector to
the driver. No external
bias is needed on the
Class B valve.

VALVE HOLDER

Some manufacturers
have adopted the new
seven-pin valve holder
as the standard for
Cldss B valves, but as
Class B valves with a
five-pin base and an
external side terminal
are available, you may
find it necessary to use
an ordinary five-pin
valve holder.

It is quite easy to
follow the connec-
tions for this. A
seven-pin holder is
shown and only six
terminals are needed
for the Class B valve.
These new seven-pin
holders, of course,
have the holes
arranged in different
positicns from the
standard four- or
five-pin holder.

This lettered photograph shows the arrangement of the components
in the Class B output stage of the receiver

B B A ST S B P A B S B SR

Between the Class B
holder and the output

B M

CUTPUT, FIRST DETAILS C
WERE GIVEN iN LAST WEE

/
terminal block are the tone corrector con-
denser and resistance.

In the wiring 'diagram you can
see these two components connected in
series between the outers of the connec-
tions to the Class B transformer on the
speaker.

The resistance is 15,000 ohms and the
condeénser .006  microfarad.

The Class B transformer is mounted on
the other side of the valve holder, of course,
and between it and the panel there are the
decoupling resistance and condenser in the
anode circuit of the driver.

A full-pége layout and wirin

The Wiring Diagram

You will be able to recognise all the com-
ponents from the wiring diagram and the
photographs shown here. A full list of parts
necessary is given in the components list.

As you can see, there is nothing very
expensive.

No output transformer is shown, as
in the speakers recommended a Class B

-

COMPONENTS REQUIRED FOR

CHOKES, HIGH-FREQUENCY 1
1—R.I1. Quadastatic (Lissen, Telsen, Slektun,
Tunewell, Sovercign, Goltone, Lewcos, Graham
Farish, Bulgin, Wearite).
COILS
1—Dual-range aerial {Lissen type 5311).
CCNDENSERS, FIXED
1—.0002-mfd., 1 .0003-mfd., 1 .006-mfd. {Lissen,
Goltone, Sovereign, Telsen, Graham Farish,
T.C.C., Dubilier.} 3
2—2-mfd. (Lissen, ‘Goltone, Sovereign, Telsen,
Graham Farish, T.C.C., Dubiliér, Ferranti.)
CONDENSERS, VARIABLE
1—.0005-mfd. variablz with' disc drive (Utilityf
type W322).
1--.0005-mid. variable reaction condenser (Lisscn,
Graham Farish, Utility, Polar, Telsen.),
1—.0003-mfd. wvarjable reaction type condensen
(Graham Farish, Lissen, Utility, Polar, Telsex.“
HOLDERS, VALVE '
2—4-pin holders (W.B., Lissen, Telsen, Benjamin,
Graham Farish, Bulgin, Junit, Goltene.)
1—7-pin Class'B valve bolder (W.B.)
PANEL, BASEBOARD, ETC.
1—12 in. by 7 in. ebonite panel (Lissen, Goltone,
Becol, Trelieborg, Peto-Scott.)
1—12+n. by 9 in. baseboard {Peto-Scott, Camco.)
2-—Terminat strips, (1) 2 in. by 2 in., (l) 8 in by
2 in. (Lissen, Goltone, Becol, Peto-Scott).
RESISTANCES, FIXED
1—2.megobm, (1) 5,000-ohm, (1) 15,000 ohm,

(1) 25,000-obm (Graham Farish *Ohmite ).

ot e e g G g gl g gl g L
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‘Lutputtrans-
former is fit-
ted on the
chassis.

It is, however,
possible to use a
separate output trans-
former for Class B,
or even a choke and con-
denser arrangement. This
is connected across the three
terminals on the output block and
replaces any output transformer which you
may at present have in the speaker circuit.

g diagram is given overleaf

The wiring diagram included in this
issue shows in plan view the com-
ponents and wiring on the baseboard,
The wires are shown as nearly as pos-

- sible in their exact positions and, of
course, it is very easy to gauge the
exact lengths of the leads.

As in any ordinary set construction, the
panel drilling is the first job.

e

THE «<AW.” CLASS B THREE”

SWITCHES
2—2-point filament switches (Buigin Junior,
Graham FFarish, Telsen, Lissen, \V.B., Tunewell,
Benjamin, Wearite, Goltone, Suvereign}.

TERMINALS AND PLUGS
5—Terminals, marked Aerial, Earth, H.T.4,
2 L.S. (Belling Lee, type R, Clix, Eelex, Bulgin).
2—Spade terminals, marked  L.T.4, L.T.—
(lgelling Lee, Clix, Eelex, Bulgin).
4—Wander plugs, marked H.T.4, H.T1.—,
G.B. 3, G.B.— (Belling Lee, Clix, Eelex.}

TRANSFORMERS
1—Low-frequency (Varley Nicore II, Telsen,
Lissen, Graham Farish; R.I., Benjamin, Formo,
Goltone, Lewcos, Sovereign).
1—Class B low-frequency input transformer
(Bepjamin, fype 8600, Multitone, R.I,, Lissen,
Varley, British Radiophonc).
WIRE, SLEEVING, ETC.
ﬁ “Fhree yards thin flex (Lewcoflex).
Tinned-copper wite and sleeving (Leweos, Goltone).
One yard screcned connecting wire {Lewcos).

ACCESSORIES

Console cabinet (Peto-Scott, tvpe HL3).

1-—120-volt H.T. battery (Lissen, Pertrix, Drydex,
Ediswan, Fuller, C.A.V.}.

1—4%-volt grid-bias Lattery (Lissen).

1—2-volt accumulator (Lissen, Pertrix, Ediswan
Fuller, C.A. V., Exide).

Permanent-magnet moving-coil loud-speaker
(Amplion, Ciass B). .

Aetial wire (Electron).

Earthing device {(Graham-Farish “Filt*),

e
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The only large hole to drill is for the
tuning escutcheon. If you are an expert
with a fretsaw, then you can cut this hole
without extensive drilling. An alternative
method, of course, is to mark out the circles
with a scriber and slightly inside the cir-
cumference of this to drill a ring of holes
with an ordinary prace and bit. The centre
part can then be knocked out and the edge
smoothed off with a half-round file.

When you have drilled the holes for the
main condenser control shaft
and for the other condenser and
switches, you can- screw the
panel to the baseboard and then
carry on mounting the base-
board parts.

The centre tuning condenser
should be mounted before the
coil is screwed down, however,
so that there is plenty of room
in which to clamp the condenser
to its right angle bracket.

It should not take more
than ten minutes to plot out
the position of the baseboard
parts and to screw them
down.

WIRING

Now you can start the wiring.

This is done with rigid tinned
copper wiring enclosed in sleev-
ing and some of the small parts
—resistances and leaks—are
carried by the wiring, there
being no supporting clips.

Four resistances are connected
in this way and all of them are
provided with end terminals, so
that it is not necessary to solder
the wires to them. The photo-
graphs and the wiring diagram

ool oo o ol O g A G\

Here is the receiver in the cabinet.
batteries and speaker are in [a separate compariment

show you where these resistances are
arranged, and they should be kept as neat
as possible.

The decoupling resistance for the driver
valve, for instance, is supported at right
angles to the condenser, while the tone-
corrector resistance in the Class B output
circuit is wired directly between one output
terminal and the tone-corrector condenser.

The Class B transformer has two ter-
minals on the primary side and three on the
secondary.

The “P” terminal is connected to the
plate of the driver and H.T. plus to one
terminal of the decoupling condenser and
to the 5,000-ohms resistance.

On the secondary side the terminals
marked “G’’ are connected to the two grid
terminals of the Class B valve, while the
centre terminal “E’’ is connected to earth
—in this case the negative side of the
filament wiring. As has been explained,
there is no external bias on the Class B
valve.

Turn the main tuning condenser fully to
one side and sct the tuning scale exactly at
either o or 180, as the case may be. If the
condenser is rotated to its fullest extent in
a clockwise direction, then the dial should
be set at 180. The set screw of the indicator
dial should then be clamped down. The
battery leads (four only) should be firmly
anchored.

Two short flexes can be attached, one to
the G.B.— terminal on the low-frequency
transformer and .the other to the earth
terminal on the detector decoupling con-
denser. Black and red wander plugs should
be attached respectively so that the 415-
volt grid battery can be connected up.

Do not forget that you can see this all-in
Class B set in the Radio Departinent windows
of Messrs. Selfridge & Co., Ltd., Oxford
Street, London, W .1. 3

Note that the

and that the set is easily accessible

D B T B A S A S B S A AR &



(Imateus Wicelesy 670 APRIL 29, 1933




APRIL 29, 1933

PICK YOUR
BARGAIN
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LOEWE A.C. MAINS RECEIVER, complete 3-
valve Set, as illustrated, with Permanent Magnet Moving-
coll 3peaker. Ready to play. List Price, 9 Gnps.
Our Price, £6/10/0, or Depousit £1/0/0, Lalance in 11
monthly payments of 11/-.

MARCONIPHONE RADIOGRAM, A.C. only, Model! 330.
List Price, 32 Gns. Our Price 19 Gns.,, or 24 monthly
payments of 18/7.

ALL-ELECTRIC RADIOGRAM with Garrard Auto-
matic Record Changer, A.C. only, 3-valve §.G., Detector,
and Pentode. Moving-Coil Speaker. OQur Pnce, 22 Gos.,
or Deposit £5,2/0 and 11 monthly payments of 36/-.
ALL-ELECTRIC RADIOGRAM with Electric Motor,
A.C. only, 3-valve 8.G., Detector and Power. Moving-
Coil Speaker. Our Price, 12 Gne., or 12 monthly payments
of 22/3.

KENWELL POWER PACK Electrifies your present
Battery 3et. For A.C. Mains. With Matched Moving-Coil
%penker in Handsome Walput Cabinet, Usual Price,
£74/lu/0 Our Price, £4,/0,0, or 12 monthly payments of
7/4.

KENWELL ALL-ELECTRIC 2-VALVE SET. Detector
and Pentode complete with Speaker, ready to play. For
A.C. or D.C. Uzual Price, £:IlO/0 our Price, M/O/O or
12 monthly payments of 7/4.

KENWELL 2-VALVE DE LUXE A.5.2. Detector and
Pentode. Complete with P.M. Moving-Coil Speaker.
Ready to play. Usnal Price £0/15/0. Our Price, £5/5/0,
or 12 monthly payments of 9/8.

Send Just pay a further 2'6 on\ delivery. Bal-

ance in & monthly payments of 2/6.

2,6 LOEWE GABINET SPEAKER with 4-pole
Balanced Armature Movement. Our 17/6

only

Price, CASH or C.0.D, Carriage Paid

USUAL PRICE 39/6.

w.B. PM4 MCVING COIL SPEAKER. With Send

input transformer. Cash or C.O.D. Carriage 5/9

Pald, £2/2/-.

Balance in T monthly payments of 5/9. only

NEVY BLUE SPOT PERMANENT MAGNET Send

MOVING-COIL SPEAKER 29 P.M. With input T

transformer,» Cash or C.0.D. Carriage Paid, 5 /2
£21/12;6.

Bnl{mue in 6 monthly payments of 5/2. only

BLUE SPOT UNIT AND CHASSIS. Type 99 P.M, Send

]mludmﬂ matched transformer.  Cash Yrice, 5 /'6
£2/13

Balanw in 11 monthly payments of 6/6. only

ROLA PERMANENY MAGNET MOVING-COIL Send

SPEAKER F.6. With Universal tapped input 4/6

transformer, Cash Price, £2/9/6. Carriage Paid.

Balance in 11 monihly payments of 4/6. only

ssessarmsnnsansases JUST RELEASED wssmaeres

SKYSCRAPER 3

[ ——

LISSEN ALL-ELECTRIC

Complete with 4 valves and constructional  Send
chart in sealed Lissen earton. Cash or C.0.D. 1 4 /8
Carriage Paid, £7/19/6.

Balance in 11 monthly payments of 14,8. only

esenn
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SET

As described in this and last week’s issues

KIT e A 11 Delivered, Cars. Paid,
Author's Kit of first speci-
fied parts, inciuding
ready-dridi2d panel, but less
valves, cabinet, and com-
bined BatfleboaTd and-Shelf.
Cash or C.0.D., Carrlage Balance in 11 Monthly
Paid, £3/10,0. Payments of 6/3.

Set of Specified Valves £1/8/0

5

Taresry
KIT €' Ag Kit “ A”
but complete with vahes.
cabinet, and combined
Baffleboard and Sheif,
Sent Carriage Paid on
First Payment of 11/-.
Balance in 11 monthly
Payments of 11/-.
Caxh or C.0.D., Carriage
Paid, £6/1,6.

s ranr o

' KIT B As Kit “A,”
{but with Valves only
Sent Carriage Pald on
first Payment of 9,8.
Balance in 11 Monthly
ayments of 8/8.

‘ash or C.0.D,, Carriage
Paid, £4/13/0.

sssnrrnrars

S —————
SssamuEEvesEsEEBsaazEsensmete,

UP-TO-THE MINUTE THREE

SEND ONLY

11/10

Balance in 11 monthly
payments of 11/10.

KIT “A”

Author’s Kit of Firat
Specified Parts, including
ready-drilled Panel, but
less Valves and Cabinet.
Cash or C.0.D., Carriage
Pai

A" but with specified
alves. Delivered, Car-
age Paid, on first
:payment of 15/2.

alance in 11 monthly

payments of 15/2.

Cash or C.0.D., Carriage
Paid, 58/5/0.

KIT « C.” As Kit « B,”
bnt with Cabinet. De-
livered, Carriage Paid,
on tirst payment of 16/11.
Balance in 11 monthly
paymeats of 16/11,
Cash or C.0.D., Carrlage
Paid, £9/a/6.

on first payment of

EXCLUSIVELY SPECIFIED

By Editor *“ Amateur Wireless ”’
for Class “B’’ Set and Home-Lover’s

New All-Electric 3

Peto-Scott OAK CONSOLETTE CABINET H,L.3
8pecially deslgned at the request of CASHor C.0.D.
“Amateur Wireless”, In Handsome Carr, |9 6
Figured Oak and Silk Covered Fret. Paid
Speaker Baffle and Mains Unit Baseboard 3/6 extra.

“Selected C.0.D. Items. You pay
- Ts the postman. We pay poss

charges on orders over 10!-.

£, s. d.
1 Peto-Scott Panel, ready drilled, 16 x 7 in. ... s5 (]
1 Benjamin “Class B'’ Driver Transformer 8690 10 6
1 Varley ¢ Nicore {1 ** L.F. Transiormer it 6
1 Set oY Valves as specified % oo .. 1 80
1 Peto-Scott Cabinet H.L.3 19 6
Combined Baffieboard and Shell: 3 6
PILOT
OONVERSION

MAINS QUALITY AND VOLUME
FROM ANY BATTERY SET

CONTAINS 1 Q.P.P, Transtormer =~ YOURS FOR
1 Q.P.P. Output Choke, 4 Non-

Inductiva Resistances, 1 Potentio- =
meter, 2 Mansbridge Condensers, =~ "W Garriagh

2 Valve Holders, 1 Tone-Compen= D lance in 7

sating Condenser, 1 H.F. Choke, mm}?am;enu

G.B.Plugs, Wires,Screws,Flex,etc. of 6/-. Cash or
C.0.D. 42/8

Wllh FULL SIZE diagrams and consiructional notes.
“ B but with Valves, Cash or C.0.D., £3/17/6.

Or 12 monthly payments of T/-.

(See AMATEUR WIRELESS, Mar. 25, Page 523)

K IT “A 99 Complete Kit of Parts including ready-drilled
€.0.Db. Oarriage Pald £3[1 9/6.

PILOT GUARD!AN

Q.P.P. 4-VALVE KIT

Send
7/6 Deposit and 11 monthly 7,6
payments of 7/3. only

panel, but less Valves and cabinet. CASH or

cabinet,
Paid, £6/18,0

KIiT “B”’

CASH or CO.D.,, Carriage

As Kit “A” but KlT Hc!! As Kit “A" bot
with Valves less y with Valves aud Table
Cabinet, CASH or C.0.D., Carriage
Paid, £7/13/0.

Send for

Paid, £8/3/0.

Full Size Blue-Print and Constructional
Usual price 1f-.

Delivered, Cm:nge Paid, on |2I6 Delivered, Carriage Paid, on |4l_
First Payment of First Payment of ..
Balance ju 11 monu:ly rayments 0°12/6, Bajance in 11 mouthly payments of 14;-
KIT ) As Kit “C"’ "but with Consolette cabinet

tess spcaker. CASH or C€.0.D., Carriage

Delivered Carriage Paid, on First Payment of ISI_
Bzizance in 11 monthly payments of 15/-.
Chart.

Sent FREE to * Amateur Wirless” readers.

IMPORTANT
Parts, Kits, Miscels

PETO-SCOTT CO. LTD., 77 City Rd. London, E.C.1. Te.: Clerkenwell 9406/7

lameous  Compon- West End Showrooms: 62 High Holborn, London, W.C.2.  Tel; Holbora 5248 I
ents, Finished Re-

e o “Cem  Dear Sirs, Please send me CASH/C.O.D./H.Poeuuniiuncnriiienssnsnnies R e | l
€.0.D., or B.P. on I .

our own system ot {for which I enclosc £............ B - vaoaae o d; CAS!I/H.P. Deposit,

Easy Payments, l
Snd us a it of |wyyp socBooncy Moo B L EE NN S iy - oS T ST

your anis. We will
quote you by rcturn,
€.0.D, orders value
over 10/~  sent
oxriaze tnl pos
charges paid

| ApDRESS..

Please Mention “ A.W,”” When Corresponding with Advertisers
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HOW LOUD-SPEAKERS HAVE IMPROVED

Loud-speaker design has improved concurrent with detail improvements in'valves and set components,
and here the recent progress in speake r design is critically reviewed

SPEAKER design has been improved in two 6ne type of speaker laminations are ’emploxed sets. - .Set-manufacturers-have.f9r a long time

directions. o

There has been the improvement in integral
features of chassis design. Sensitivity, capacity
for handling a large power output and response
over a wide frequency range have been
improved by attention to details. )

And there has been the improvement in
input arrangements, so that therc is now no
longer the difficulty of matching moving-coil
speakers to the set’s output stage. .

Chief improvements have been made in
permanent-magnet speakers, so that price has
been reduced and greater reliability can now
be placed on the power handling and the
sensitivity.

New cobalt steel alloys used in the magnetic

between the magnet pigces.

Early moving-coils sufféred in sensitivity
through incorrect centring devices which put
too great a tension on the diaphragm. A
centring disc at the speech coil end is now
universally adopted, and in speakers such as
the Amplion and Blue Spot this is in the front_
and is clamped to a small pillar scréwed into
the nose of the magnet . pole. - In the W.B.
and others, the centring disc’of fibre is mounted
on the speech coil at the back of the diaphragmy,
and is slotted to provide critical adjustment.
‘Cone improvements are typified by Celestion,
Blue Spot,and others. Cones are now -often

bakelised and pressed in oné€ piece for strength

and lightness.

‘beerl  improved..

'so ago. ;
‘with triode -or pentode valves and push-pull

used the energising winding as an additional
smoothing Tlioke and so haVé*obtained a2
‘‘fre¢”’ source of energising current. And now
with many makes of speaker it is possible for
amateur set-builders to do this..

Input arrangements to all-speakers have
Nickel-alloy core trans-
formers aré now fitted in place of the cumber-
some external input transformers of a year or
Generally these are tapped;for use

output circuits;: With many speakers it is
possible to -use these input transformers
without Q.P.P. provided triodes are used, but
speakers with -special QP.P. input trans-
formers (obtainable in some cases at no extra

CLASS 8 !
TRANSFORMER

L

PEECH COIL |

3
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system have cheapened the cost of production,
made speakers lighter and increased sensitivity.

There is a sort of * threefold value’’ of power
input underneath which it is still impossible
to get.the best out of a: moving-coil loud-
speaker. Generally speaking, it is necessary
to have an output stage giving about 300
milliwatts in order ‘to work a permanent-
magnet moving-coil loud-speaker satisfactorily.

So that for small battery-driven sets which
have not Q.P.P. or Class B, coupling—and
where the output has an average value of less
than 250 kilowatts—there is still a large field
for balanced-armature and inductor speakers,
in which connection no startling improvements
have been made of late.

But for all normal sets, there are now big
advantages-in permanent-magnet moving coils.
Even small speakels can handle an undistorted
output of 3 watts, and thanks to stiffened
cones and freer suspension, the bass response
is so satisfactory that a baffle-board area of
at least two square feet is needed with the
average small moying-coil. _

Many ‘speakers are now provided with
coppered or otherwisetreated pole pieces to
prevent rusting, so that there is a minimum
air gap betweer speech coil and magnet pole.

W.B. have 'introduced 'a new magnetic
system in which the magnet is a composite
construction, while the magnet systems of the
new Amplions, and Blue Spot, Rola, Epoch,
and R. & A., to mention only a few examples,
are commendably neat.

Where the magnet is in one piece it.is
generally of double " U" formation. But in

(1) Very flexible connections to the speech coil are typified by these fine wire leads in the case of the Blue Spot.  (2) This Rola speaker
has a pressed cone frame as part of the chassis which typifies modern construction.
and fitted with a Class B transformer.

3

W.B. speaker with a special magnetic system

(4) The sturdy pole piece design of the Amplion represents modern speaker practice

These more delicate and accurate centring
devices have resulted in the cutting down of
the air gap and the increase in efficiency, but,
in the main, improvement in permanpent-
magnet moving-coils has ‘taken place in the
special alloys used in the magnet systems.
These improvements aré¢ ‘of a metallurgical

Typical of the
modern high efficie
ency  permanent-
magnet moving-
coil speaker — the
Epoch

nature which will notinterest ordinary listeners,
but theimprovement nevertheless isremarkable.

In energised speakers there is an improve-
ment in the facility now operative in most
types for the inclusion of the energising coil
as- part of- the smoothing system of the set:
This, of course, is only of use in mains-driven

charge and in others at not more than an
extra charge of 2s. 6d.) must be nsed if pentodes
are used in quiescent push-pull. :

A recent improvement is the provision of
speakers fitted with three-terminal Class B
input transformers, so that you do not have
to buy,a Class B output transformer or tapped
choke for yourt set if you are using one of the
new Class B valves:

=

suisennenefa]
INFORMATION BUREAU

Will every querist please observe the follow-
ing revised rules.
Please write concisely, giving essetitial particulars.
A fee of one shilling postal order (not stamps),
a stamped, addressed envelope and the coupon on
the last page must accompany all queries.
Not more than two questions.should bz sent at
any time. .
The designing of apparatus or receivers cannot be
undertaken. ) .
Slight modifications of a straightforward nature
only can be made to blueprints. For more serious
alterations the minimum charge is 2/6.
Blueprints supplied by us will bz charged for in
£ addition, but of coutse, readers may scnd their own
blueprints for alteration. . 1
Modifications to proprietary receivers.and designs
published by contemporary journals cannot b2
undertaken. = Readers sets and components canpot
be tested by us. Queries cannot bz answered by
telephone or personally. Readers ordering blue-
prints and requiring technical information in addi-
tion should address a separate letter to the Query
Department and should see that their remittance
" covers the price of the Blueprint and the amount of
the Query fec. > | :
e do not answer queries-In cases where
the fee Is omitted. ,
Queries should be addressed tc the Query Depart-
ment, *Amateur Wireless,” 58/61, Fetter Lanpe,
London, E.C.4.
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The most modern receiver has this in common
with all sets—it cannot give its best without a
modern moving-coll speaker. The leading set
designers know that the W.B. Mansfield magnetic
system has made possible a sensitivity and a vivid-
ness of reproduction otherwise unobtainable. i
That is why W.B. Speakers are specified for so
many of this year’s star sets. -@ YOUR receiver,
new or old, must give infinitely better results if
you connect a “ W.B.”

Mansfield Senior, PM4, 42/- complete.
Mansfield Funior, PM5, 27/6 complete.

PM4 MANSFIELD 47/

Note +—Q.P.P. and Class B. models of the Maasfield Spzaker (Senior and Junior) are also available. G

Whiteley Electrical Radio Co., Ltd., Dept. A, Radio Works, Mansfield, Notts,
Irish Free Stale Distribulors; Kelly & Shiel, Lid., 47 Fleet Sireet, Dublin

Don’t be wise
-~ after the event

A COP~NOW

;W% BE SAFE AND LISTEN
' WITHOUT STATIC NOISES

even during the worst of storms

During this season of heavy thunderstorms, often giving little warning of
their approach, a Pressland Aerial Control Cop will give you proved
protection—and guarantee that protection with Free Insurance for £100
—you need not even Interrupt the programme you are hearing. Nor
need you worry if a storm comes on while you are away from home.
Your Cop never goes off duty. And. remember that every

Pressland Aerial Control
Cop gives you seven ser-
vices. (I) A Station
. Selector.  (2) Lightning
Arrester. (3) Atmosphenc
Eliminator. ~ (4) Volume
Control. (5) Aerial Lead- -
in. (6) Aerial Cut-out
(7) £100 FREE Insurance
Policy.
Ask your local dealer or send P.O. to the makers :

CLIFFORD A. PRESSLAND (saLes), Ltd., 84, Eden Street, Kingston-on-Thames

Pressland Terminal COP
This handy littie accessory
fits to terminal or panel
without any clips or bracket.
Not an automatic safeguard

against lightning, hut vastly

improves  selectlvity and
volume control on any set, [
adding greatly to the pleasure
of listening.

Advertisers Appreciate Mention of *“ A.W.” with Your Order
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2 Another informative article in the complete series on mains 7
///// working specially for the beginner by J{D H. REYNER and the ///4
% “A.W.”” STAFF. This week they deal with the methods adopted
for working sets entirely from A.C. mains 1
f Y
////4 positive and then were used for the express purpose of /%////
negative. Every rectifying the current. %
time it is positive When the anode is negative, no cur-
/// some anode current rent can flow while whea the anode is 2,
//74 will flow, but when positive the valve acts as a more or ////
% it .is negative the less perfect conductor. Current can %
vatves will mnot flow quite freely up to the limit of the
7 work so that the emission from the filament. 2,
7 /% current will flow We use valves of this type having //%
% intermittently. This would produce large filaments which will give many %
hum, ‘drowning any ordinary signals hundreds of milliamps emission if re-
2, ) that might be received on the set. quired and we insert this valve in thé 7
/// The reservolr condenser in a smoothing circuit circuit. /%/
%, reminds us of a tank providing a constant “head” I thought you could smooth out any 7
e e Vet oy pusapoieatty Niked ripple? . _ . How does this rectifier work? .
Y, by a man carrying water in @ bucket from a Yes, that is so when the ripple is a When the voltage on the anode is %
%// niear-by stream fairly small variation above or below a positive, current flows through the ///
% What i AC. set? steady value. With alternating current  rectifier into whatever load we provide. %,/
}; !;e‘tm for s(fp;eration GEm G BNt glises fo BERNADS 300 volts If we have a resistance to complete the
7, . alternating-current electric-light suppl in one direction and then reverses and  circuit we shall get a rush of current f
/% - g o Py rises to 300 volts in the opposite direc- through this resistance, which will %///
% What is peculiar about it? tion. The average value 1s nothing so develop a voltage across it. When the 7
Only the method of obtaining the that if we smooth out the ripple we anode is negative no current flows and
9, . voltages to operate the valves. The shall be left with no voltage at all. there isno voltage across the resistance.
///7 set may contain high-frequency ampli- 5 .. .. hod of asing A.C The next change,in voltage makes ////
% fying valves followed by a detector and ut its ne,;et;'se:eo,m Einetizocio s i SLtL Rt ¢ atr)lode positive a;glam alnd t?n(ie r:llore %
an output valve or in the simplest sets 1 i we obtain current through the load so
%, ¢ the lg?gh-frequency valves Pi’nay be 4 \V‘; hz};e jco rectify ;he c;}rrent’;% tha.'f" that we get a series of rushes of current
%/// omitted. We can, in fact, arrange the lth On_vlt (()r\\s Tl @ e e pIE en 1t 4]] in the same direction and therefore ////
% setinany of the ways we have previously e voltage varies between o and 300, p,ying some average value with fluctua- 7
considered, but instead of using batteries tions above or below this point.
for the power supply we take these . %
/// B 2 Can you smooth out these fluctuations? 7
//é voltages f.rom L Yes, by using the same methods as ////
3 Uike'the dodwith " DIC. Tmaine? we did last week. We had a large
= Much the same. The filaments of condenser across the circuit which by- #
%// the valvesare replaced by independently- passed the fluctuations and a choke in %///
7. heated cathodes consisting of small series with the supply to the set which %
cylinders inside which is a filament or passed the steady voltage but held back
%, 7 heater. I have already-explained the the fluctuations. 2
/// construction and you will remember In actual practice we usually feed %///
% thatwith A.C. we transform the voltage 4 lsimpl_eh gEcriiarciyouis, c]cgi"rsisring 0%’0 the;ectxﬁtelr .str.alg_tht (1intofa ﬁlter.s%lstem 7
down to volts for running these  X@lve with an anode and o filamens The — such as this insteac oi a resistance.
5 | heaters. = J :‘,i‘f,:;“;i,‘{;i;,‘:m5’;:,‘,’;5,2;‘.’3232;‘,2:‘,:;‘,5;,;5;: The rush of current through the rectifier
%// to anode then charges up the condensér which ///
%, How much current do the heaters take? ) | . we often call the reservoir condenser 77
Usually 1 ampere. This gets rid of I the same direction all the time, the for this reason. This condenser then
the low-tension accumulator. Now, we average value will be around 200 and gjscharges at a steady rate through the
25, have to find a means of replacing the W€ can smooth out the variations and  choke coil and the set. 7%//
77 high-tension battery. With D.C. mains leave ourselves with a fairly steady ) //4
this is fairly easy because the voltage is voltage. Does all the current fron; the rectifier
: more or less steady and all we have to . go into the °°','de"?e" .
%/// do is to insert a potentiometer to cut How do you rectify the current? No! Some of it will force its way ¢///
7, the voltage down to the right value and One way is to use a valve rectifier. through the set as explained last week. //4
smooth out any ripples that may be You know that the ordinary valve will Therefore, we place another by-pass
present. only allow current to flow from filament condenser, usually termed the smooth-
2, ) to anode when the anode is positive, ing condenser, on the other side of the 7
%% Why can’t we do that with A.C.? The earliest forms of valve only con- choke. Any current of a pulsating or ‘////é
7 Because alternating current is first tained a filament and an anode and fluctuating character which forces its ?
2. gy » //. Y % %y % % % Y Wy, 4 %
4. W, . U5 S U 5. 95 W Y. Y W V.

f



—_—

APRIL .29, 193"

675

(it Wi

% o w w ////, e % Z {/////A,//’ W Ly W %
G G B G . 0.0 0. . 0,

? way through the choke is then by-passed

sidered is only occasionally used. There

upon the current which tke choke has

N\

Q

SN,

%/ﬁ by this smoothing condenser, leaving are fairly long gaps between the pulses to carry. You will remember I told 5/ $
//,%/ the load to carry only the steady of current in the case. we -have just you when dealing with low-frequency /%
current. discussed. If we could arrange another transformers that the inductance of the 7%
RN ) d - o 3 valve to supply current to the reservoir primary winding depended upon the
7 °’}"h angelcouvelmaieliiteselconcensenst. cOndgnser when the first valve was not steady anode current of the valve which 2
/Z e reservoir condenser is usually working we could supply our current also has to flow through the winding. 77
% about 4 r.mcrofarads.. If this is to0 twice as oftén, and therefore the ripple The more steady current we pass 7
small it will not sufficiently absorb the. would be smaller and more casily through the coil, the more the ‘iron
%// :ﬁrl%hor:s ‘:f current. tA ilglozg de?l of smoothed. saturates and the inductance falls off. 7
7. ¢ fluctuating current w. en torce | . 7 3 1
% its way through the choke. If this Can you use two values like this? o el b b “
happens, our supply to the set is not Quite easily. We usually mount both o, o+ of the set has to go through the
%, i perfectly steady and “we hear a hum, the rectifying elements in one bulb and 10", therefore we must make the %,
. which. is the very thing we are trying call it a double-wave rectifier. Then I it Choable ot %//
% to avoid. we use a transformer which has a- o T milliarg - ying 20, 30 7
Suppose we consider a man filling a centre-tapped secondary. Suppose we L I ]
Y, tank with a bucket.  Leading out of thé want a supply of 200 volts to our Can that b.e done quite easily? ‘,
///% bottom of the tank is a pipe which supplies rectifier, we should use the transformer Not easily because the designer ‘is //
“ water at a, more or less, steady vate lo a O 8iVe US 400 volts and take a tapping always looking for compactness. The 7
machine. The man keeps the tank suffi-
2, ciently full to maintain a head of waler by 2.
'//,//2 drawing waler in a bucket from a stream snom’mn&{;ﬂ {%//,
% close by and pouring it into the tank. = 7
This is a fair analogy of what is IGO0 ‘
%, i happening in the electrical case. As 2
/%/} long as the.tank is supplied with water A.C. Y- %//%
% at sufficiently regular intervals, the 2&;’;&, - COFT:_'R&"EHT 10 %
water level will always be above the |° - g SET :
% outlet pipe and there will be a stcady | — 2
4/% flow of water out of the tank to the load. o %//
% If the tank is too small the man will T %
véry quickly fill the tank up, and any ) // ; )
%, ¢ {further water he may add will spill over 2
///é s i Wi Lo ta};lk 5 lzft)rge the RESERVOIR CONDENSER SMOOTHING CONDENSER %/
% water level will not be high enough to A typical double-wave rectifies circuit.for A.C. supplies. Note that the valve filament of the 2
maintain a sufficient pressure through rectifier is fed from an auxiliary winding on the mains fransformner
255 the pipe. We require a tank of such 2,
//////‘ e sizI; }:hat it is jus(il: kept not quite full. in the centre. Relative to this centre problem is very simple if one goes to %/7/
& In the electrical case there is a similar point, when the voltage at one end is' large and expensive construction, but | %
value of condenser usually round about plus 200, that at the other end is if the dimensions are to be kept small
%,; 4 microfarads. minus 200 and vice versa. the problem is not easy. 7,
7 We connect each end through a Satisfactory chokes can be made, ////
% Wkat about the smoothing condenser? rectifier on to a condenser. When the however, without being unwieldy, the 7
This can be made as large as one likes. top end is positive, _current flows process often being assisted by assem-’
Y, Its sole purposc is to by-pass any stray through the top rectifier into the bling the iron circuit slightly differently Y
f/%/ current which forces its way through condenser and charges it up. \When the so that instead of being continuous ////
“% the smoothing choke and anything from current changes dl{)ecttlo}r: tll;‘e tttop eng there is a very small air gap. 7
. 4 to 8 microfarads is usual. More than becomes negative, but the bottom en .
%, ﬁhis is not used for cconomic reasons. is now positive and current therefore W’i‘:_’ does ‘"1': ‘";l gap do? P ‘,
;///’/ flows through the bottom rectifier into B cnls the i Cur oy 7/’/
7. Is a valve always used? the condenser again. saturating and consequently improves /%7
By no.means. In fact even the  The condenser thus receives current the inductance, when the coil is carrying
5, i simple valve of the type so far con- alternately from onc rectifier and then a large steady current. The inductance 3
%// the other, and is thus replenished twice ‘_V‘th no steady current is much.less ///
7 as fast and tends to keep a more ttan with a normal iron circuit, but %7
constant level of voltage so that the where we have to carry a fairly large
A smoothing is much easier. r;ulmber oftnlllllampg a slr)r;aller gap often b
%//// . ) " 1elps matters considerably. .
% What is a smoothing choke Ilike? D . b AC 7
Something likealb\fv-_frequency trans- T° e je€ @ poteaticaiSenpuulpg oS 1
; former. A number of turns of wire are - ] .
7///, wound on a bobbin and around this is Either a potentiometer or ser 1e's %«
L built ap an iron core consisting of thin Iehistances are included just aswith a @
% P a AN D.C. eliminator. These reduce the -; %
stampings of special steel. 1In a trans- voltage if required, but we have this
3 former,hof S '{:her(; e “i‘mﬁ' advantage that whereas in a D.C. set Y
7 ings, whereas in a low-frequency choke /.y, e, start with the voltage of the U
'/(//5 we have cnly lone but the general supply mains, with alternatingbcurrent //%4
e Sthe Sme we can start here with whatever we like.
%, How large is a smcothing choke? If our maximum voltage is 150 we Y
///; It depends upon the circuit. A value can insert a transformer between the //é
% of between 10 and 20 henries is quite mains and the rectifier which will reduce
an average size, but in some chokes we the voltage to 150 to start with. Then
s A smoothing choke constructed with an air use as much as 100 henries where we we do not have to waste any voltage, f/
%// §ap gare 10 ghatly saf';sf:lcgo"{""zdl:ci':'},%‘iv can want particularly good smoothing. apd we only use a potentiometer to !/%//
% i fh::u';j, the e;'.'-:f:a,-‘,',ggafmma",he core < The physical size of the choke depends  give us the subdivisions or tappings. { '
i
B b ) Y w 7 % wy Y Wy Y % % Y c
e e s Wl Uh Wb VS WA V. WA U WA WA W W
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HROUGH the gredt enterprise of the
TLissen people, the popular mains
consolette type of set, self-contained except
for the aerial and earth, is now brought
within the reach of every kit constructor.

You all know something about the
original battery version of the Lissen
“Skyscraper.” I reviewed it at the very
beginning of the season, and during the
past six months or so it has ach}eved a
phenomenal success. I think this AC.
model will be just as popular, for it is easy
to assemble, absolutely safe, and
gives a first-rate performance when
connected up to the aerial and earth.

If you don’t want an external
aerial, there is a mains-aerial attach-
ment, which means that for local-
station reception only .an .earth is
needed—everything else for good
reception is in the cabinet.

Two Models

By the way, the model I tested
is the consolette, with self-contained
moving-coil loud-speaker. There is
another kit with table-model cabinet
costing only £8 15s. This should
appeal especially to those already
possessing a good loud-spealker.

Although my test model was
supplied already assembled, I should
say.the constructional work is very
easy. There are profuse instructions
given on a well-produced sheet,
containing a host of hints on building and
working the kit.

My test model is housed in a good-looking
light-walnut cabinet, comprising the neat
metal-chassis three-valver, with safety
power unit mounted on the right, and
moving-coil loud-speaker at the top.

The cabinet measures about 16 in. square
by about 10 in. deep. Black knobs are
fitted on the front for the controls. The
loud-speaker grille comes above these
controls.

The circuit consists of a variable-mui
screen-grid ~ high-frequency  amplifier,
detector, and pentode power output. It
is a perfectly straight circuit, but includes
all those refinements that make just the
difference between mediocre results and
really fine results as obtained with this kif.

Accurate Tuning
Lissen screened coils of the dual-range
type are used for the aerial tuning and for
the tuned-grid inter-valve coupling. A
gang condenser tunes these two coils, with

SETS OF THE SEASON|

a trimmer superimposed on the main
control knob for accurately ganging all
round the wavelength range of the dial.

Transformer coupling is emploved
between the detector and the pentode,
which is tone-corrected by a .1-megohm
resistance as a grid stopper.

The high-tension supply for these valves
is obtained from the power unit, which
employs a valve rectifier.
current is obtained from the usual 4-volt
winding on the mains transformer and
grid bias by cathode resistances, that for
the variable-mu being variable for con-
trolling the volume. )

A very good point about the power unit,
apart from its obviously robust and safe
constructlon, is the provision of tappings
on the transformer for all mains voltages
from 100 to 250 volts. Another practical

point is the provision of a very stout
and lengthy mains cable for the connec-

Metal chassis of Lissen A.C. Skyscraper with safety

unit on the left

tion of the set to the electric-light supply.

Control has been made as easy as
possible. In addition to the tuning knob
with its superimposed trimmer knob at
the centre below the tuning scale, are two
auxiliary knobs : on the left for combined

BRIEF SPECIFICATION

Makers : Lissen, Ltd.

Price ; {10 125, 6d., complete with valves,
power unit, moving-coil loud-speaker,
and consolette cabinet.

Valve Combination : -Screen-grid (Lissen
AC/SGV), detector (Lissen AC/HL),
pehtode (Lissen PT4235), and mains
rectifier (Lissen U650).

Power Supply : A.C. mains, from 100 to
250 Volts.

Type : Kit set for A.C. mains, either with
self-contained moving-coil Ioud-speaker,
or as table-cabinet set with external
speaker.

Remarks : Gives every satisfaction on
test. Quality very pleasing.

The filament.

SSEN A C. SKYSCRAPER

volume and reaction, on the right for
wave changing.

The tuning scale is marked in degrees
from o to 180. Station searching is made
easy by the very complete calibration chart
provided with the instruction sheet. Al
the well-known stations are calibrated,
and tests show that these figures are
helpful in locating the innumerable foreign-
ers within easy range of the set.

Simplicity of Control

With regard to the idea of combining
reaction with volume in this type of set,
the makers contend—rightly, perhaps—
that what selectivity is lost by so combining
the controls -is more than compensated by
the greater simplicity of control. Anyway,
selectivity is quite good for only two tuned
circuits, and there are three alternative
aerial coupling connections to enable you
to obtain just the right compromise
between selectivity and volume on
distant stations.

I found that with a 6o-foot aerial
the A2 connection gave very satis-
factory station separation. The
trimmer on the tuning also helps to
tune out interference.

Plenty of foreigners were clear of
interference on tests with this set:
Hamburg, though not clear of
London Regional, was tuned in
more loudly than the interference,
and by the time Scottish Regional
was reached there was no trace of
London.

Sensitivity is extremely good from
the bottom of the medium waves to
just above the middle of this band,
and quite satisfactory for the rest
of the way. On long waves the
sensitivity is unusually good, Luxem-
bourg, for example, coming through
with great punch.

These station-logging “tests certainly
emphasised the inherent simplicity of
operation, and in view of the ease of
separating stations there is no reason to
regret the fact that reaction is applied at
the last part of the rotation of the volume
control,  which, incidentally, works
extremely well in cutting down the locals
to normal volume.

With the earth lead connected to the set
there is no trace of mains hum. This is,
in fact, one of the most silent background
mains kits I have tested.

Quality of reproduction is/ definitely
good. Well balanced, I should call it.
Normal amount of top-note response and
more bass than you might expect from the
relatively small dimensions of the cabinet.
No boom, thank goodness !

Altogether a worthy development of the
“Skyscraper” idea. Whether you buy the
table model or the consolette, you will
certainly get excellent value. for your
morey.

power

SET TESTER.
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COLVERN FERROCART =i o oo

ganging unaffected by variations in  aerial

C O i reactance symmetrical resonance curve.
i S TYPE F3

A‘utotransformen intervalve coupling with regc-
tion, ganging perfectly maintained on both wave

open a hew era in Radio s o i o

Reception

Tuning Coils of maximum cfficiency are essential in the sttain-
ment of selectivity and sensitivity.

Colvern, Ferrocart coils, though of considerably smaller
dimensions than the relatively inefficient screened air-cored coils
to which we have become accustomed, are actually more
efficient than the unscreened Litz wound large-diameter coils
which have always been regarded as the last word in efficiency,
but which could never be put to practical use owing to their

bulk and the impossibility of screening without very serious Made under
icence from
loss of efficiency. the patentee,
lans Vogt.
One set Fl, F2, F3 Coils ganged on sub base plate 50 Specified for W. JAMES’S
with wave-change switch Set - “ Up-to-the-Minute 3"

e

COLVERN LTD., ROMFORD,

ESSEX.

oS T 9
NO SAL-AMMONIAC

NON SAL'AMMONIAC
H.T. BATTERIES

- ﬁ - -
XNO SELF DISCHARGE

THE ONLY NON SAL-AMMONIAC BATTERIES

120 volts Fertrix Battery, Cat. No.
320, price 16/3. Tapped at every 14 voles
from 110 to 120 volts. A 15-volt G.B.
section is included in the same carton.
Dimensions 103 L. by 533" W. by 3°
deep.

130 voits Pertrix Battery, Cat. No.
321, price 17/9. Tapped at every i}
volts from 120 to 130 voits. An [B-voit
G.B. section is included in the same r
carton. Dimensions: 11437 L. by 51§"W =

mao P
[ ] @6

150 volts Pertrix Battery, Cat. No.
322, price 21/9. Tapped at every |} volts
from 135 to 150 volts. A 24-volt G.B-
section is included in the same carton,
Dimensions: 141" L, by 5}§" W. by 3
deep.

159 volts Pertrix Battery, Cat. No,

323, price 20/9. Tapped at every 3 volts

from 120 to 159 volts. A 9-volt G.B.®
section is included in the same carton.

Dimensions: 7° L. by 64" W. by 53" deep.

Tlis battery is specially suitable for Pye

** G.B."" Reccivers.

Preceiverg

BRITANNIA BATTERIES LTD., 233 Shaftesbury Avenue, LONDON, W.C.2

Works: Redditch, (Worcs.)

Advertisers Appreciate, Mention of *“ A.W.” with Your Order



TRANSFORMER

67

DEVELOPME

APRIL 29, 1933

NT

Details of the new transformers with special cores, for ordinary
L.F. coupling and for Q.P.P. and Class B input and oulput

THE special input and output transformers
and%okes for Class B and Q.P.P. have
rather over-shadowed the development of the
transcoupler fype of unit which marks one
side of {ransformer development.

The transcoupler ideais really a development
of pzrallel feeding and, in the oae case is
included all the components necessary for

Varley Class B
input transformer

The Ferranti O.P.M.16 A
(C) outpur trans-
former
coupling in this way. It is of course cheaper
for manufacturers to produce the complete job
than to market the separate resistances and
condensers. Care is needed in design.

These special couplers and also ordinary
transformers and chokes for L.F. work, are in
many cases made with cores of mickel steel
alloy. Early transformers made with cores of
this type of alloy were fragile and the trans-
former characteristics could be changed if the
component were dropped or knocked sharply.
The new products, however, are more stable.
Although some of the new cores have the
disadvantage of being far too easily saturated

(and are, therefore, more suitable for parallel
feed), transformers have been produced during
the past season which are quite suitable for
connection direct in the valve anode circuit,
providing a steady current is kept low. Bass
response has been improved and only in the case
of cheap and poorly designed transformers has
the core capacity been reduced so that there is
definite distortion.

The special tapped
transformers for Q.P.P.,
and driver transformers
and output arrangements
for Class ‘B mark another
surprising development in
transformer design, As
the secondary of a Class B
input transformer has to
handle power, the design
of some of these trans-
formers has required great
care and it is meritable
that, in spite of this, they
are being marketed at
very reasonable prices.
Output transformers and
choke condenser systems for Class B have also
to be carefully designed. In the case of trans-
formers, it is necessary to have a low primary
D.C. resistance in order to cut out any distortion
due to high peak output currents which may
flow from the Class B valve.

It has been proved that a serious loss of
power can result from the use of an inefficient
output system with Class B or Q.P.P. Early
results with quiescent push-pull in particular,
were disappointing because of this lack of

An outp;t choke for
Class B, by R.1.

power. Transformer manufacturers were alive
to the difficulty and produced suitable output
transformers, tapped, generally to match the
speaker and with suitable primary circuit
characteristics. - Representative transformers
typifying modern design are shown by the
accompanying photographs. The latest Class B
designs, driver transformers and output chokes

One of the new Trix
transformersfor Class
B work. The input
transformer is shown

Typical of modern

transformer design,

the Lissen Hypernik
and transformers are illustrated. In many
cases the new Class B parts are commendably
compact.

The second ““dip’’ in the '‘Broadcast
Bran Tub” will be heard by listeners to the
Belfast programme on May 12.

The last half-hour of an Orchestral

Concert in the Ulster Hall will be relayed by
the Belfast Station on May 13.

WHAT OUR
READERS THINK

4 The Editor does not necessarily agree with
the views expressed by readers and does not
accept responsibility for the letters pub-
lished. Letters cannot be published which
do notbear sender’s full name and address.

The Moscow 500-kilowatter

IR,—Perhaps it will interest some of
your readers to know that the sup-
posed rumour regarding the super-power
transmitter of Soviet Russia is fact, not
fiction. I recently wrote to the radio
authorities in Moscow and in answer they
confirmed the truth of this rumour. They
state that the power is to be 500 kilowatts.
No indication of the wavelength was given,
but a Russian transmitter has recently
becn observed near 165 kilocycles using
enormous power. The interference to
Huizen was terrific and completely blotted
out its signals.
I wonder how many of your short-wave
readers have noticed the severe hetero-

dyning of the Moscow 50-metre transmis-*

sion. Are the Nazis responsible? Anyway,
I do not suppose many listeners mind
missing a little of Russia’s unceasin
propaganda. F. A. B. (Halstead).

Batteries for Class B

IR,—May we draw attention to a point
which we feel has not been given
sufficient consideration in connection with

the use of the new Class B valves, viz.,
the absolute necessity of providing such
valves with an H.T. battery of very low
internal resistance capable of giving during
its normal life peak currents of 40 to 50
milliamperes. Although the ordinary type
of H.T. battery will undoubtedly operate a
Class B valve for a time, we are of the
opinion that the full benefit to be derived
from the new method of amplification will
only be secured by the use of the triple-
capacity or power type of H.T. battery.

It is possible that objection to this type
of battery may be raised on the score of
bulk and weight, and also the fact that in
existing sets which are modified for Class B
amplification the accommodation for the
H.T. battery may be limited. In order to
meet this objection we are introducing a
120-volt double-capacity battery which,
whilst retaining the normal length and
breadth of the standard battery, is in-
creased in height to about 334 in. This
battery is our No. 1168 size, measuring
10 in. by 6 in. by 334 in. high, fitted with
plug socket tappings in 10-volt steps. List
price, 17s. 6d.

The normal discharge rate can be taken
as from 12 to 15 milliamperes, ie., the
average discharge rate for a Class B
amplification set.

Siemens Electric Lamps and Supplies, Ltd.
(London, E.C.)

Short-wave Reception

IR,—On a recent Sunday I received
' WIXAZ, on 31.35 metres, at 13.00
(midday) at Rz strength on the loud-

speaker. The call of this modest 5-kilowatt
American was distinctly heard. The station
was heard for over a period of nine hours
on and off. At 22.00 this station was a fine
R8 signal and was broadcasting a religious
service, every word of which was perfectly
intelligible.

Does this constitute a record for so high
a wavelength?

The receiver was none other than the
famous 1931 “Century Super,” which is a

‘successful all-wave receiver if there ever

was one.
F. A. B. (Ridgewell).

‘‘ My Oldest Stager '

SIR,—With reference to Thermion’s
remarks under “My Oldest Stager,”
I have a straight three—detector (Cossor
R.C., 85 volts), R.C. (Cossor 210Det.,
50 volts and L.F), and transformer-
coupled (Mullard PM2, 110 volts)—
receiver in use which contains the follow-
ing components :—
Original R.I. transformer (about 1922).
Ashley “Claritone” horn loud-speaker
(about 1922).
Two Ashley filament resistances (192 2).
Bretwood variable grid leak and con-
denser (about 1925).
Several old Dubilier mica fixed con-
densers.
Air-spaced preset condenser made up
from bits and pieces bought in 1922,
The set gives wonderfully good and pure
reproduction, with which I am quite
satisfied, with a total H.T. consumption
of 3 milliamps. A.H. (Tadworth).
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THE FIRST “CLASS B”
BATTERY OPERATED
ey e | RADIOGRAM WITH
Always in Line with Latest Design FERROCART COILS!

—& CLASS B AMPLIFICATION
The following -Rola Speakers for valves as under are now ready: Smurthwaite’s, famous as makers of Specialised sets
Rola P Pr12- Gl BV“"‘VE o LsTERCES | for wireless experts, have evolved in their re-
orRoh PPMoRCER B L .m momoomomoon & search laboratories a means of adapting the
S¥SSAR 208 VALV : - “Class B” System to produce a battery operated
or Rola FePMOlClass 8 1 = By=g it e radiogram equipped with the marvellous new
7 -L.l2ss wee ) sne ee - .es e r .

BT.H. PDI20 VALVE FERROCART Coils at very moderate cost.
Rola F5-PM-12-Class B _— = oo oo oo ... 32f6 g B
cr Rola F&PM08-Class B ... .« o e e W96 No longer need the lack of electric current deprive
or Rola F7-PM-08-Class B ... o9 ... 60f- . . °

you of the fine quality reproduction cof the best

iMMED!ATE DELIVERY | type of radiogram, yet all you need to operate the

EXTENSION Smurthwaite “ Class B" Radiogram is a s:andard
SPEAKERS & Write to-day for the Rola Folder. size dry H.T. Battery.
There is a correct Rola

Extension Specaker for prac- .

tically all British radio s
receivers. ' Write for List.
TREBLE

Writ day for the Rol SPECIFICATION.
/rite to-day for the Rola
Jplcer. SPEAKERS CIRCUIT
THE BRITISH ROLA
CO.,I I por /b"ée”e’ =2 ® One vaziable mu HF, stage

Minerva Read, Park Royal - Fyy
e » Radio Reception

W1 B .
*Phone: Willesden 4322-3-4-5. (Mazda SGei15VM) Tuning

unit—The marvellous new

WHY PAY EXORBITANT I -
PRICES FOR VALVES ? RIS

Power grid detéction—De

SEND DIRECT TO THE MAKERS FOR BRITISH 362 VALVES tector valve Mazda HL2.
FULLY GUARANTEED to have as high, or  pgst Free from
higher, characteristics as any valves (British or :
foreign). Equal to any, better than most. Non- { (<] ial int Ivet 1
microphonic. Buying‘;directryby pgst from the 3’6 Special intervalve transformer,
nakers SAVES Y 50%. _Post your q i 8 g
crder to-day. Immediate defivery of all types. gesig e d I e

with the valve manufacturers,

-t::\fl “ CE-Ass B = 9/‘ }‘::;:Sa ;(::'l:;ﬂr; couples the detector .10 the

set obtained at insignificant H.T. consumption special "Glass B" output

R.C., H.F., L.F., cr Detec. 3/6. Power 4/-. Super-Power 4/6.
S)G. 7/6. Var-mu. 7/6. * Class B ** type 9/-. Pentode type 10/-,
All in 2v., 4v,, or 6v. Metallised 3d. extra. Delivery by return of post.

Cash with order. Chegues and P.0."s must be crossed and made payable to :— ® Moving coil- loud' speaker—
THE 362 RADIO VALYE Co., Ltd. (Dept. ¥.3), 415 Mare St., Hackney, London, E.8

slage.

" Magnavox * P.M. model

s e 1 Handsome walnut cabinet. All accessories

i ith a special output he b f their kind. C d doubl
TH E CABINET i ; e : :::i:\gem::;: I'leal:lie":ie-lux:rpri‘crk-up ‘\:iitle\
for YOUR SET frans O volume co=ztrol. N'uminated tuning dial.

The Camco ** Waverley "—a handsome Qak

Cabinet that will enable you to convert 3 T
your set into a handscme radiogram. Is ‘
eppearance lcaves nothing to be desired.

Supplied complete with balfle-Loard. Price,
finished in Oak, £5 10s.; Mahogany, £6 15s.

Pelish-d wooden panel or converted for Fi 55 g i
gsmall,\/lusxc Masznc:iI Four, 4/~ exm(\) l5Scc e lasg B RAE} E @ QJRA M
is inet 1n our showroom: t "1 4 ] g
5.45 (Sat. 12.30), and send the Coupon. for ‘ -

FREE Cumco Cabinet Catalogue.

CARRINGTON cf\(’l)AIii‘l_l{ll; ACTURING .
" “Showreoms: 1 'F, W, SMURTHWAITE
London, E.C.1. b

'Phone: Holbcm8202 o

Works : S. Croydom Harmony Works, Ross

Poat in {d, cuvelope. R ——t
Parade, Wallington Surray

AT T Y

Plcase Mention “ A.W.” When Corresponding with Advertisers




The Success of
your setis bound
up in its speaker

You will spend several pounds

and unlimited care on the con-|

struction of your Class “B”
Three circuit, don't overlook the
most important thing of all—the
choice of your speaker.

An Incorrectly matched or insensi-
tive speaker will mean that money
is wasted and careful work
undone. You are advised by the
designers of this circult that the
Amplion M.C.22 with specially
constructed Class *““B ' trans-
former will give the most satis-
factory results. The price is only
3%9s. 6d. and the increased sensi-
tivity and natural tone which will
result, fully warrant such small
expenditure on so important an
item.

AMPLION M.C22 CLASS “B”
SPEAKER SPECIFIED FOR “AW.”
CLASS ‘“B” THREE

AMPLION

AMPLION  (1932) L(T)D 82/84
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GENERAL INDUCTANCE
SPEAKERS

N inexpensive moving-coil loud-

speaker which we have tested this
week is that made by the General Induc-
tance Co. This model is known as the
* Junior,” as distinct from the slightly
more expensive speaker, '‘Senior”’ type.

The speaker employs a small E-shaped
permanent magnet bolted to the back of a
rigid mecetal chassis. A low-resistance
moving coil is fitted but the necessary
input transformer is included, this being
bolted on to the chassis. This transformer
is of the tapped variety and allows three
impedances to be obtained, these being
approximately 13,000, 8,000 and 1,500
ohms.

The diaphragm is of the moulded one-
piece type and is interesting in that it is
not rigidly fixed at the periphery, but is
only lightly held between felt pads. A

The Senicr and Junior models of the
Geaeral Inductance Co. speakers

normal type web-centring device is used,
this being held from the centre pole piece.

On test the speaker gave very good
overall results. The main bass resonance
occurred at approximately 100 cycles,
below which the output fell off but was
still quite good as low as 8o cycles. At the
high-frequency end of the scale the response
was good up to approximately 4,500 cycles,
after which it fell off rapidly.

The speaker retails at the very moderate
price of 25s.

WEARITE MAINS TRANSFORMER

E have tested this week one of the

new Wearite mains transformers.

This instrument is completely enclosed by

means of metal end plates which are

provided with ventilation holes to ensure

that the windings shall run sufficiently cool.

These end plates also carry the necessary

terminals, these being of the completely
insulated type.

A unique feature of this transformer is

| the arrangement which has been adopted

I for selecting the correct input voltage

| tapping. On one of the end plates is

A Week_ly rer)tew of ]\Jed) Components and Tests of Apparatus
Conducted by J. H. REYNER, B.Sc., AM.IEE.

provided a paxolin disc which carries the
two terminals for the input supply. One
of these terminals is in the centre of the
disc, and when the other terminal, which is
located near the periphery, is removed the
disc can be rotated. Between the two
terminals a small window is formed in the
disc. With the outside terminal removed
the disc is rotated until the correct mains
voltage is seen underneath the window.
The terminal is then replaced and auto-

A Wearite mains transformer fitted with a
novel type of input voltage-tapping
arrangement

matically makes connection with the correct
tapping. This 'arrangement is very neat
and effective.

The sample tested was rated to supply
250250 volts at 6o milliampcres, 4 volts
at 4 amps and 4 volts at 1 amp for the
rectifier valve. The transformer was
tested by wiring it up to a suitable rectifier
valve and the D.C. output voltage
measured across a 4-microfarad reservoir
condenser. At a 6o milliampere load the
output voltage was 230, this rising to
31ovoltsonnoload. The mainlow-tension
winding gave 4 amps at 3.85 volts, while
the rectifier winding gave 1 ampere at
4.1 volts.

This transformer is a good job and can
be recommended.

“Amateur Wireless and Radiovision,” Price
Threcpence. Published on Wednesdays and bear-
ing the date of Saturday |mmedmtely following.
Post free to any part of the world : 3 months,
4s. 6d.; 6 months, 8s. 9d.; 12 months 17s. 6d.
Postal Orders, Post Office Orders, or Cheques
should be made payable to * Rernard Jones
Publications, Ltd.”

General Correspondence is to be brief and
written on one side of the paper only All .
sketches and drawings to be on separate sheets.
Contributions are always welcome, will be
promptly considered, and if used will be paid for.
mmunications should be addressed, accord-
ing to their nature, to The Editor, The Adver-
tisement Manager, or The Publisher, **Amateur
Wireless,” 58-61 Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4.
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OURLISTENING POST
By JAY COOTE

HE changeover from Greenwich Mean

Time to British Summer Time this year
has not been noticed by radio listeners to the
same extent as in previous years, for although
the alteration spells longer daylight hours, our
daily log, contrary to what happened in the
past, shows but a small falling off in its
entries. This is not due to the fact that general
reception conditions are better, but solely for
the reason that transmitters during the past
two years have seen their power considerably
increased and also because our present-day
receivers arc so much more sensitive and
selective.

Time Alterations

The actual alteration in the clock which
brings us on a level with Central European
Time, however, affects us in this way, that
when the home stations have closed down there
are only one or two countries in Europe from
which transmissions are still available. Spain
has made no alteration but has stuck to G.M.T.,
with the result that Madrid, Barcelona and
San Sebastian are still on the air until past
1 am. B.ST.; and Reykjavik, normally one
hour behind us, can still be picked up at
midnight or even later. Portugal has not
adopted B.S.T. and therefore yon are now given
a good -opportunity of logging CT1AA, Lisbon,
on 282.5 metres. Holland will not go over until
May 15 and until that date we shall be forty
minutes ahead of Amsterdam time; later, when
she puts her clocks on one hour, she will again
be twenty minutes in advance of London.

A curious point about this Summer Time
business is that although the plan for daylight
saving was put forward by an Englishman,
William Willett, many years ago, and intro-
duced to Parliament in 1908, Germany was
the first to bring it into actual practice early in
1916; she was followed by Austria, Holland,
Denmark and Norway, and we adopted it in
the May of that year. Since then, Austria,
Denmark, Germany and Norway have aban-
doned the idea.

Writing about time reminds me that in
future the best period of the evening to listen
to Athlone will be between 9.45 and 10.45 p.m.,
as this hour is the one which is to be devoted
to special sponsored concerts.

By the time these notes are in print we shall
have been able to find out whether the French
State has authorised Radio Toulouse to use its
new St. Agnan transmitter. No doubt the fire
at the old station was an accidental one, but
it may have proved a very strong lever in the
hands of les bons Toulousains to obtain a long
refused permit.

Radio Luxembourg now appears to have
sketched out its daily programmes and with
the exception of special concerts destined to
individual countries, as already pointed out
in previous notes, you will find that they run
very much as follows : light music (records) at
7 p-m. B.S.T., followed by news and a sym-
phony concert; a talk in French, German,
Dutch or English at 8.30 p.m., with another
batch of records; then again a news bulletin
(French), light music (9.15 p.m.) and a final
news transmission in German at 9.45 p.m. On
most evenings we may expect dance music
(records) at 10 p.m. At odd times throughout
the day the studio broadcasts Stock Exchange
quotations and results of sporting and athletic
events. From what I learn, Radio Luxembourg
‘“jumped” the wavelength it is using; no
authority to monopolise this channel could be
given as I understand that a frequency in that
neighbourhood was allotted to Vienna for the
new high-power transmitter. Luxembourg
appears to have got in first on the prin¢iple
that possession is nine points of the law !

681 wa Wicelesy

The Dubilier Type BB Con-
denser is a high-efficiency
condenser in moulded
“bakelite case. Working
voltage 200 D.C. (peak) test
voltage 500 D.C. Capaci-
ties from .03 refd to 4.0 mid.

Prices from 1/9

BUY THE
CONDENSER
WITH THE

Dubilier reputation for Depend-
ability. You may be sure that
Dubilier will never let you down.
Dubilier Resistances are also
Y 0 u @ n M equally reliable. Therefore, when

No matter whether a Dubilier Con-
denser is large or small, itis the
most up-to-date in design and
contains the finest materials it
is possible to obtain. On every
Dubilier Condenser rests the

buying Condensers and Resistances
specify Dubilier. They are stccked
univerzally by all Declers.

ILIE

‘CONDENSERS

DUBILIER CONDENSER CO. (1925) LTD.

Ducon Works, Victoria:Road, North Acton, London, W.3
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EASY TERMS

| Everything Wircless supplied on lowest terms.
EI' Prompt Delivery Guaramteed.

Price List Free on request.

JUST RELEASED
New Lissen All-Electric Sky~

sclraperf Kibi.‘lfompllle.le Kit, ni’;cl. With order

“valves, lor g t utstandi

new ieceivcrt“ " oo " 14’4‘
Cash Price £7/19/6

And 1! monthly payments of 14/4.

Lissen Skyscraper, Battery Model. With order

Cash Price £4/9/6
And 1! monthly payments of 8/6.

§/-

NEW BLUE SPOT UNITS
—just released.
NEW BLUE SPOT 98 P.M. MOVING-COIL
UNIT, Cash Price 22/19/6.
And 11 monthly payments of 5/6.

With order

NEW BLUE SPOT PERMANENT-MAGNET
HMOVING-COIL SPEAEER 29 P.M. With  With order
‘input transformer. Cash Price £1/12/4.
And 6 monthly payments of-5/2.

12 EXIDE W.H. HIGH TENSION ACCUMU-~

LATORS. (120 Volts, 5000 M.A.). The With order
cheapest and best High Tension Bupply where

Mains are hot available. Cash Prive £3/15/0. =
And 11 monthly payments of 7/-.

ATLAS ELIMINATOR A.C. 244. Three H.T.tap- With drder

pings. 20 M/A output. Cask' Price 32/19/8.
And 11 monthiy payments of 5/8.

ALL CARRIAGE PAID. QUOTATIONS BY RETURN.

To avoid delzy will customers kindly send first payment with
order,

LASTED 2; YEARS

User Forgot He Had it

FREE BOOKLET TELLS ABOUT
RADIOQ’S GREATEST ECONOMY

“I have had this battery in use 2} years,
and it was so trouble-free I forgot all about
it with rather disastrous results, there
Leing only 30 volts left.”’

C. H. P. (London;.

Here’s a man who thought it “ disastrous ™’ that
his battery gave out ! Of course, the STANDARD
PERMANENT H.T. Battery. needs atteniicn
cccasionally, say every year or eighteen menths.
But the replacement is merely a matter of chang~
ing cartridges at a few pence each—and ycu can
do it yourself quite easily, Think of the money
saved before and after. The STANDARD is a
special adaptation of the famou¢ Leclanché prin-
ciple, which recharges itself when the set is shut
down, giving Level current and Better reception
for much less money. We sell direct and Guar~
antee your satisfaction, whetlier you pay cash or
deferred terms. Why net write now for our
interesting Free Booklet ?

Model H.5 .
126 VOLT STANDARD BATTERY

No. 3size. 84 cells, 12,500 milliamp capacity.
Easy deferred terms available

37/
Price in England, Scotland, 2nd Wales

STANDARD BATTERY Co., Dept. A.W.
184-188 Shaftesbury Avenue, Londom, W.C.2

1 use with Q.P.P. and Class B sets.
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GET THESE CATALOGUES FREE
Here“ Observer’’ reviews the latest booklets an:t
Joldersissued by well-kuown manufacturers. If,
you warnt copies of any or all of themm FREE OF
CHARGE,just send a postcard giviug the indev
numbers of the catalogues required (shown at
1lie end of each paragraph) to * Postcard Radia
Literature,” "AMATEUR VWIRELESS,” 58/61,
Fetter Lane, E,C.4. “ ObUserver’ will see tha
you get all the literasure you desire. Pleass
write your name and address in block letsers,

N

All About Class B

l{ 1 HAVE tackled the job.of Class B
. & . conversion in a most thorough
manner and have produced a helpful book
which gives the most explicit details.
Wiring instructions and tables of suitable
valves and transformer ratios ensure that
you can set up your Class B stage properly.
I unhesitatingly recommend this new R.I.
publication to all battery users who: are
considering Class -B. 992

Pertrix and Q.P.P.

I see that Pertrix are using special ultra-
‘capacity cells in their ).P.P. batteries and
that the grid-bias section cells have the
same capacity as those of which the H.T.
section is composed. There are four bat-
teries in the Pertrix range for Q.P.P. and
you should write for details. SOo3

New Baker Speakers

Four new additions have now been made
to the Permag range of Baker speakers for
And an
attractive folder has just been sent me
which gives details and working informa-
tion. 094
For Summier-time

Jelly acid non-spill batteries are des-
cribed in the new C.A.V. folder and these
are just the thing for use when you take
your set out of doors. They are used and
recharged in exactly the same manner as
the free acid type. And all batteries are
supplied charged and jellied ready for use.
The folder gives dimensions, and capacity
ratings. 095
Charge Your Own

If you are thinking of charging your own
accumulators; then get-the neiw folder from
Nash Products, Ltd., describing the N.P.
chargers for home use. There are H.T.
models which may solve a high-tension
accumulator charging problem, 9096

Atlas Components

The enormous popularity of Atlas mains
units may -overshadow some of the very
high-grade components which are also in
the Atlas range. Low-frequency trans-
formers, variable resistances, chokes,
moving-coil speakers, and even short-wave
coils are all made by Atlas and you can get
a folder describing these. 997

OBSERVER

BRITISH
MABE

The public becomes more and more critical
of the standard of reproduction and the
Engineers of the Blue Spot Company, after
the most exacting and painstaking research,
have produced a range of Moving Coil
Speakers which represents the latest
achievement In speaker technique both
from the point of view of design and repro-
duction. Here is model 29 P.M. -—a

splendid achievement. g

CONVINGING POINTS

Astounding reproduction over whole musical
scale @ Scientifically designed matching trans-
former for Power, Super Power, Q.P.P. (Triode)
and class B Output @ Q.P.P. Pentode model
216d. extra @ Troublesome solder tags dispensed
with—in their place we provide efficient termi-
nals for easy valve matching # New process
Cone and Speech Coil—no fouling in the gap @
Copper plated ‘Chassis with felt surround @ No
excessive bass, no shrilf top.

Don’t buy a Moving Coll Speaker untli you have
heard this new Blue Spot.

special baffle and perfectly fitted
in ottractive Oak Cabinet with new Blue Spot :
fret, Model 22 P.M. 45/- :

Write for Catalogue A.W. 69.5 post free from

THE BRITISH BLUE SPOT COMPANY LTD.
9446 Rosoman Strect . F
Rosebery Av., ijnk!oﬂ EC1
Telepbone : Clerkenuell 3570
Distributors- for Northern
England, Scotland and
Wales: H. C. RAWSON z
{Sbetticld and London),Lid.
100 LondonRoad, Shetticld
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PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS
Advertisements under this head are charged
THREEPENCE PER WORD, minimum charge

THREE SHILLINGS. DEPOSIT SYSTEM. .

. As the publishers cannot accept responsibility for the bona
fides of advertisers in this publication, they have introduced
a system of deposit which it is recommended should be
adopted by readers when dealing with pzrsons with whom
they are unacquainted. »

- The amount of the Deposit and Fee must be remitted by.
Postal Order or Registered Lelier (Cheques cannot Le
eccepted), addressed to
*“ AMATEUR WIRELESS,”' ADVERTISEMENT DEPARTMENT,

58/61 TFETTER LaNE, LonpoN, E.C.4.

AMERICA NIGHTLY '—All-Wave Tuner, 20-2,000 metres.
i{eagtion incorporated; 6f6.—Lvans, 77 Jermyn Sureet,
ondon,

EDDYSTONE §.W.2,, £2.. Amplion, M.C.6., P.M,, 30.*.;'

A.F.3, 12/6; A.Y.6, 15/-.—Talne, 38 Alpha Street, Slough,
REPAIRS tu Loud-spesaXkers, transformers and headphoies,
4/- cach; Biue Spots or Wufa's, 5/-; mans eliminators,
«te., quoted for; prompt service; =atisfaction guaranteed:
terms to trade.—Loud-Speaker Repair Co., 2 Shipka
Road, Balham, London. Streatham 6618. 2

B.T.H. R.K. MOVING-COIL SPEAKERS., Guaranteed
new, unused. Manufacturers’ surplus, Original price,
6 ruincas, Highly sensitive and wonderfu!l tone response,
Will haudle up to 10 watts outpat. Available for 6 v.,
100 v., 200 v., 30/-. Also A.C. models, £2/10/-. Carriage
aid, C.0.D., or cash with order. The -best value in
peakers obtainable to-day.—Seckamp, 46 Farringdon
Strect, London, 1.CA4.
MORE PART-EXCHANGE RECEIVER BARGAINS for
disposal, State a{;pmximnte requirements for quotation.—

Coutts, Wireless Enginecrs, Horley.

GENUINE AMPLION SPEAKER URITS.-~Limited num-
ber. Over 75% reduction.
elear 2/3 each, carr, paid. G.B.—Floncer Radio, Coptic
:Street, London, W.C.1.

‘COMMERCIAL CHARGING

PLANTS.—The world's

finest. Cash or Easy Payments. Write—Nasco Wireless -
Pri

oducts, ¢ Pitville Works,” Tower Road, Aston,
Birmingham. (Note.—Wireless, Cycle and Electrical
Trade Lists available for bona-fide Dealers only.)

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES tor qualitication 1n a Career
twith an_assured future,” Training payable after appoint-
|ment.  Boarders accepted.—Supt., Wireless School, Manor
|Gardens, Holloway, London,

TURH YOUR WIRELESS KNOWLEDGE INTO CASH
with our assistance. In every district there is an oppor-
tunity for ambitious men and women to earn up to £300,
n year.—Write for proof to England-Richards, Ltd., (LV),
King's Lynn, Norfolk. .
“ENGINEERING OFPORTUNITIES’—the acknowledyed
iguide to all Engineering Kxaminations and Careers. Gives
dotails of AM.I.Mech.l5,, LEE, AMILAE, G.P.O., ete.
Exame., outlines latest ‘courses in all branches of Civil,
Alech., Elee,, Motor.,, Radio, and Aero. Lngineering, and
indicates where the good jobs are found. 230 pages—sent
free on request.—British Institute of Engineering Tech-
nology, 109 Shakespeare House, 29-31 Oxford Strcet, W.1.

DON’T SCRAP YOUR BURNT-OUT MAINS TRANS-
FORMER.—Any make rewound or taken in part exchange
for ncw, New models supplied to any specification. Send
tor quotation and lists to The Sturdy Electric Co., Derwent
Vicw, Dipton, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

“UNIVERSAL ' RADIO BARGAINS. —Ready Radio 303
Xits, 23/8, Meteor- 3 S.G. Kits, 33/-, or with Walnut
Cabinet, Celestion M.C. Speaker, 3 Mullard Valves. List,
£8 17s. 6g.; our bargain price, 92/8. Celestion Speakers,
Soundex Perm, Mag, Moving Coil, 15/11; ditto in Walnnt
Cabinet. List, 50/;_23/11. M8 In Walnut Cabinet.
List, 37/6; 1¢/11. M.12 Chassis, - List, 35/-: 15/11.
Goodman Perm, Mag, M.C. Speakers, 21/6.  Utility 2-gang
Condensers, 10/6. TIgranic Mains 'Transformers, 8/11,
Blue Spot 100U Speakers, 16/11. Thousands of other
Radio barzains. All components In stock for “Amateur
Wircless ” *Class B " thrce. Send stamp for our Huge
Bargain Lists.

* UNIVERSAL ” lead the way with “Class B " Sets. The
“Savoy " is the-set par excellencc! Enormous volume.
Consumption less than average straight three, Specifica-

tion. Handsomely finished Walnut Veneer Cabinet with
tbuilt-in Moving Coil Speaker. Metal Chassis. B.V.A.
Valves.  Sicmens  Batteries.  Oldham  Aceumulator.

Iltuminated Dial. Cash Price, 8 guineas, or 14/. deposit.
Descriptive folder on request. Trade inquiries invited,—
‘‘Universal,” 20 Viectoria Road, Peckham, 8.E.15, ‘Phone,
New Cross 4033,

OUR ACCUMULATOR H.T. HIRE SERVIGE is cheaper
and better than dry batteries. Hundreds of testimonials.
-—Aneloy Itadio, Hindmans Road, E. Dulwich, S.E 22,
Oldham Service Station and charging contractors to
Caberwell Council. 'Phone: New Cross 4074.

BANKRUPT BARGAINS.—List frec with 3-valve diagram,
ST300 kit, 40/-; $T400, 50/-; Class B transformers and
chokes, 6/- cach. Celestion P.M., M.C,, 13/6. Telsen
ACE, 4/-. Radiogrand, 5/6. Triotron and Tungsram
valves, ‘fromt 3/6.  Geared disc, illuminated diaks,” 1/9.
Oak cobsolctte cabinets with panel, etc., 7/6. Al usual
cheap lines. Eliminators. M.C. speakers, pickups, ete.
Part exchange,—DButlin, 1438 Preston Road, Brighton.
Prefton 4030.

RADIO SUPPLIES

Eend your list of Radio peeds for our quotation,

Fets, eto. Everything In Radio stocked. Prompt delivery;

seven days approval. Catalogue free. Tayler and Standurd
Wet H.T. replacements sfocked.,

A. TAYLCR. 67 (TUDLEY ROAD, STOCKWELL, LONDON,

Kits, Parts,
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THE MAINS UNIT OF 1933

By PERCY W. HARRIS

Unused snd gusrantced. To |

EW listeners who switch on their high-

tension mains unit with the comfortable
knowledge that it will supply high tension
indefinitely, realise how recent is the evolution
of a really satisfactory and inexpensive device
of this kind or the amount of research which
has been necessary to reach the present state
of reliability. True, thc 1933 mains unit is
not greatly different from those of a year ago
and nothing sensational has been evolved in
this direction during the last twelve months,
but it may be of some interest to consider
what have been the more important recent
developments.

As readers of the recent serics on mains
working will realise, a mains unit consists
essentially of a transformer, a rectifier, a
smoothing system (comsisting of condensers
and chokes) and a voltage regulating arrange-
ment made up of a number of resistances. In
every one of these items the last year or two
has shown distinct progress.

Improved Transformer Cores

The new high-permeability irons which have
meant so much in the development of low-
frequency transformers, have not meant so
much to the designer of the mains transformer,
but they certainly have influenced very
considerably the design and efficiency of the
iron-cored chokes in the better smoothing
units. Not so long ago a choke with enough

“inductance to give satisfactory smoothing and

a low enough resistance to give good regulation
and to avoid undue losses, was a bulky and
high-priced unit. The new iron, by enabling
high inductance values to be had with a small
amount, of wire, has led to the production of
chokes which look very small compared with
those of the same cfficiency of a year or two
ago. True, the new iron itself is much dearer
than the older forms but the overall cost of the
choke can be Lkept low and greater efficiency
obtained.
Better Condensers

Then take the question of the smoothing
condensers, which play such an important
part in a mains unit. Generally speaking, the

. more microfarads we have the ‘better the

smoothing. Fixed condensers capable of
withstanding high voltages for long periods
without deterioration are now commonplace
and relatively inexpensive. Fixed condenser
breakdowns are much less frequent than they
used to be and in general the condensers are
less bulky. With the advent of the electrolytic
condenser of the self-healing type—used in so
many of the commercial A.C.mains sets—the
space required for “‘lots of microfarads’ has
been still further reduced, with the added
advantage that if a sudden surge should bring
about a breakdown of the dielectric the
puncture is self-healing immediately the high-
voltage surge ceases.

In resistancés much progress has been made

both in reliability and reduction of cost. A"

year or two ago wire resistances were about the
only ones suitable for heavy currents such as
are found in mains units, but recently a
number of excellent composition resistors of
great reliability have been evolved, the high-

‘resistance materials suffering little change with

heat or prolonged use with heavy current. A
very practical point about such resistors which
are of the same‘composition all through is that
the resistance value can be very accurately
adjusted by grinding, a reduction in diameter
of the rod bringing about an increase in
resistance and a reduction in length a decrease.
Thus the final adjustment of value can be made
on a machine while the resistor isin an electrical
circuit containing a measuring instrument.

So far as rectifiers are concerned we have

APRIL 29, 1933

just the two kinds—valves and the copper-
oxide or ‘“metal’’ rectifier, as it is often termed.
Both have their advantages and both their
disadvantages. The indefinite life of the copper
oxide type is a gréat point in its favour, while
the lower first eost of the valve rectifier must
also be taken into account.  Increases in
efficiency of the valve rectifier have kept pace
with the increases in efficiency of the ordinary
types of valve.

Q.P.P. and Class B amplification have
brought with them special mains-unit prob-
lems, which are now being solved. The trouble
with both of these systems is that the current
demands are constantly fluctuating and it.is
therefore difficult to keep the voltage from the
mains unit constant. Cossors have overcome
the difficulty by producing ‘a special bulb
which when connected across the output takes
a certain definite current on “no load.” As
the external load of the set increases, the cur-
rent taken by the special bulb is decrcased, the
total load qn the mains unit remaining the
same. In this way the voltage is kept constant.

- HIVAC VALYES

EADERS will have seen announcements
recently of the Hivac valves. We had
anopportunity recently of inspecting the factory
in Farringdon Road, London, where an up-to-
date equipment has been installed, and we
actually saw a number of valves of various
types being manufactured. A special high-
efficiency filament is used and this, in conjunc-
tion ‘with up-to-date processes, gesults in
valvesof a high order of efficiency andreliability.
Samples of these valves have been received
and are undergoing test. They will be
reported on in dué course; there are several
novelties of construction which will appeal to
the user. The screen-grid valve in particular
is very ingenious. Instead of the wusual
method of shielding, two separate anodes are
used on each side of the filament, each one of
which is totally enclosed in a Faraday cage so
that the stray capacity is practically non-
existent. This construction is the invention
of the managing director, Mr. Freedman, who
told us of several other ingenious ideas to be
incorporated in future valves.

A novel tester was inspected during the
visit. It consists of a board covered with
meters for reading the filament current and
voltage, anode current, internal resistance,
slope, amplification factor and a grid current
test for softness. The infernal resistance and
slope are measured dynamically, and numerous
changes of connection are therefore necessary
in running through the series.

This is done automatically by a push button.
The button is depressed and the connections
are made for certain static tests, a small pilot
lamp lighting up under each of the appropriate
meters. Another pressure of the button
changes the connection for the next tests and
lights a further series of pilot lamps. There are
three or four of these push-button operations,
after .which the cycle repeats itself, so that
cach valve is given a very thorough test
before leaving the works.

EASY TERMS
Any Amplion, Blue Spot, Baker,
Celestion, Epoch, R. & A,, Rola,
Sonochorde, or W.:.B. Moving

Coil Spealcer supplied prcmptly.
Send 5/- only,

and pay the balance by monthly instalments.
refercnces. Entirely private and confidential.
KITS, PARTS, SETS, ELECTRIC CLOCKS ALSO
SUPPLIED ON EASY TERMS.

Write for Catalogue and details to:
TURNADGE & PARTNERS, LTD.
‘110, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4
Telephone: Central 1903

PROMPT
DELIVERY

No
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FEE 1/
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INFORMATION BUREAU
COUPON
Available until Saturday
MAY 6, 1933




> o

APRIL 29, 1933 ﬂlll d il W"d":’j

If you
prefer a
Cork-Tipped
Cigarette ..
SMOKE o
THE BEST

Use it for one week and you
will always shave thus. That
is why we gladly offer you
a seven-day free trial tube.
Post the coupon to-day. You
will bz delighted with th2
comfort and efficiency of the
new perfected Shaving Cream

COUPON

EUTHYMOL (Box 135/6), 50 Beak Strect, London, W.1
Please send FREE sample tubz Shaving Cream.
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|FREE —32 PAGE |

BOOK with every copy of
the BIG 100™ NUMEBER

WIRELESS

“We're Fluxite and Solde.— Carry US with you—

{he reliable pair; as well as your SET
¢ Fsmous for soldering— If things go wrong—
known everywhere | no cause for rezfet ! "

See that Fluxite and Solder are always by you—in the .«
house—garage—workshop — anywhere where -simple, spcedy
soldering 1s needed.

ALL MECHANICS WI/LL HAVE

FLUXITE

MAY ISSUE
EON SALE TODAY PRICE I[-E

IT SIMPLIFIES ALL SOLDERING

Al Ironmongers sell Fluxite in tins: 4d., 8d., Is.4d. and
2s.8d. Ask to see the FLUXITE POCKET SOLDLERING
SET—complete with full instructions—7s. 6d. Ask also for
our leaflet on HARDENING STEEL with Fluxite.

FLUXITE LTD. (Dept. 326). ROTIIERHITHE, S.E. 16,

FOR ALL REPAIRS!

As low in price as a
really good valve can he

ELECTRICAL TRADING ASSH.,
Aldwych Housew Lc\ldwych, London,
6.2,

Telephone ; Helbsrn 8138

Advertisers Appreciate Mention of *“ A.W.” with Your Order
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P.M.12A Screened-grid = & 16/6
P.M.1HL Non-microphonic Detfector 7/-
P.M.22 Super-power Pentode - 17/6

No need to look any further.” No need
fo puzzle yourself about valve selection.
Mullards have solved your problem
for you .in these three 2-volt valves,

each the Master of ifs’ pa~riicular class.
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For H.F. amplification i_uq Mullard screened-grid
valve type P.M.12A—super sensitive, super

efficient.

For detection use iype P.M.fHL—it is highly
sensitive;~ économical - in current con-
sumption and absolutely non-microphonic.

. For high-gain output use Mullard Pentode
P.M:22, For QPP. a pair of P.M22
peﬁiodes are the ideal team.

Fit Mullard- valves in your set and obfain the
benefit of the latest advances in valve design. 4
at. your service. - You're under no obligation

Mu l l a rd whatsoever. We help ourselves by helpmg you.

Z'.:HE > MAS TER 5 VAL VE When writing; whether your problem is big or

small, -gve every - detail, and address your
. envelope to—1T.5.D.,-Ref. 8.D.G.

The Mulla;d Wireless -Service Co., Lid., Mullard House, C/zarma Cross Road, London, W.C.2

L ASK T.5.D. Whenever you want advice about
= yout set or about your va'ves—ask T1.5.D0—
Mullard Technical Service “ Depariment—always

4 rks
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