ireless and Rad.ovision, €

THE THREE THAT WILL SET ALL BRITAIN TALKING !

FREE BLUEPRINTS
FOR CRUSADERS

SHOULD YOU |
USE ““SQUELCH” ?

THIS VALVE HAS
NO FILAMENT!

WHAT'S THE BEST
SHORT-WAVER?
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HORT-WAVER
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....AND WHAT IT MEANS_TO vou/

Liook for the red seal on your next
‘component carton—it is your safe-
spuard :against faulty manufacture
wnd witimate breakdown of the
‘component when in use.

The TELSEN séal guarantees that
.‘ihe_cmnponent has ' passed -all its
exhaustive ‘tests in the precesses of
manufacture and assures you of
lasting efficiency throughout its
long life.

|\ THEREFORE AL WAYS INSIST ON

TEISEN
riple Toted

WARANII ED COMPONEXNES

.|
E
-
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-with matched performance is obtained in the case
of Telsen Self-Sealing Condensers by .a process of
manufacture which represents a definite advance
in current condenser practice.

Instead of metallised paper, rolled foil is used ‘with
dielectric consisting of pure linen tissue. Impreg-
nation with a special compound takes ‘place in an
extremely high vacuum and the rapid cooling
process ensures the condensers being hermencally
sealed. Factory tests show an insulation resistance
of more than 8,000 megohm microfarads, -and an
electrification of 309%,.

These condensers are .tested by the Reflecting
Galvanometer, which is one of the most sensitive
.electrical instruments known, as it will record a
current of less than one millionth part of an
ampere! Capacity bridges in conjunction with
this type of instrument are used throughout cur
Laboratories for testing purposes.

“TELSEN SELFSEALING CONDENSERS
C aﬂ.. 67]1]:1 Pﬁi‘ce C aﬁ.. zn;/d. 'Pznl'ie

04 1]
A e
L 8

by

RADIC- COMPONENTS

ANNOUNOEMENT OFATHEITELSEN ELECTRIC,.CO, hTD., ASTON, 'BIRMINGHAW
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News and Gossip of the Week

Night and Day . . .

ow that Droitwich has been

transmitting regularly night
and day for a fortnight, -B.B.C.
engineers are taking stock of the
position.

Listeners’ letters have produced
no shocks for Mr. Ashbridge. Of
the first hundred Iletters firee
have complained of interference
with foreign stations, four have
reported that Droitwich is no
stronger than Daventry and {wo
have complained that it is weaker !

About Little Nationals

FOURTEEN listeners have in-
quired about the future of
London National, seven about
North National and one about
Watchet. Two correspondents
have asked about long-wave coils
and two have been worried about
their crystal sets !

No Fading !

No one has written to complain
of fading within 150 miles,
or beyond 350 miles of the trans-
mitter. g )

One letter on this subject comes
from a listener within the 150-250-
mile range and the other from the
250-350-mile radius.

Thirteen writers complain that
the station overloads their re-
ceivers. -

Quality Achievement

IT is too early to pass a final
judgement but there is nothing
in these first reports to keep the
engineers awake at.nights. In
quality D+oitwich is the equalof a
Regional station—which is an
achievement for a long-wave
transmitter. long-wave listeners
hearing overtones- for the first
timé may - think that it sounds
rather odd.

Droitwich gives far better
quality than any long-wave sta-
tion in Europe but new designs
are quickly reproduced and it is
only a matter of time before other
transmitters are re-equipped.

Dismantling 5XX

THE worlk of dismantling 5XX
will start as soon as Droitwich
takes over the full service next
‘month. A good deal of the gear is
obsolete and will have to be
scrapped, but some valuable
components will be retained for
research.

The two j300-ft. masts will be
placed in the ‘“pool’ with the
two new 3s50-ft. masts for the
Empire acrial systems.

Television Wavelengths

HE new timings have now
been fixed for the television

programmes which will be broad-’

cast on Wednesday evenings and
Saturday afternoons, as we an-
nounced last week.

From the second week in
October, 3o-line pictures by the
Baird process will be transmitted
on Wednesdays from 11 to 11.45
p.m. and on Saturdays from 4.30
t6 5.15 p.m.

The wavelengths used will not
be changed.

.Static v. America!

Lot of static marred the

reception at Tatsfield of the
American commentaries on the
early yacht races. Engineers at
the B.B.C. listening post followed
the broadcasts from start to
finish, ringing the changes between
W3XAL, W2XAD and W8XK.
"Hundreds of yards of metal
tape were used at Broadcasting
House to record the commentaries
and afterwards a few snappy
sections were cut and laid aside
for the big race programme
devised by Gerald Cock.

Air-race Relays

HE London-Melbourne air race
is the next big sporting event
that will shake the ether all over

Y

|
1 1S

b f', ]

the world. The B.B.C. is getting
ready to broadcast the start at
Mildenhall aerodrome near New-
market on October 20 and the
Empire transmitters at Daventry
will relay the commentary.

Short-wave fans in the States,
please note!

Seven Years!

WHEN Christopher Stone says
goodbye to B.B.C.{listeners
on Saturday he will have com-
pleted seven years’ broadcasting.
Though the maestro is leaving, the
recitals which he made popular
will go on.

New records will be broadcast
on Thursdays from 1 to 2 p.m.
and there will be the usual evening
session. The man who succeeds a
popular figure undertakes a diffi-
cult job and we do not envy the
fellow who handles these records.

Announcers are going to have a
cut at it.

Prince George

PRINCE GrorGE is much in the

news. His voice is not as well
known as his brothers’, though
he. has already broadcast.

With any luck, His Royal
Highness will be heard again soon
when he opens Swansea Civic
Centre.

T

H.MLV. Photo

Well-known stars record one of the concerted items of the latest C. B.
Cochran revue,  Streamline.”” From left to right you see Joe Batten,
the Columbia Recording Manager; Charles Prentice, conductors
Esmond Knight, Meg Lemonnier, Florence Desmond and “C.B.C.”’

New Pip Times

“* QIX dot seconds” is the B.B.C.’s

official description of the
Greenwich pips. From the second
week in October the time signal
at 4.45 will be suppressed because
no break occurs in the programme
at this time.

The signal now given at 1
o’clock will be broadcast at 2z
instead and in the evenings the
pips will be heard before the
news at 9.30 on the National
and at 10 on the Regional.
Whenever possible Big Ben will
still be used to start programmes
from London.

They Listen Wrong

BY comparing Empire trans-
missions not strictly intended
for their zone with foreign short-
wavers, some overseas readers are
jumping to the conclusion that
the B.B.C.’s short-wave signals
are ‘‘duff.”

It often happens that when
such listeners are tuned-in to an
Empire signal not intended for
them they can hear a foreign
programme that is directed to
their area.

Hence the odious comparison |

Plymouth’s Successor

owN in the West Country
they are betfing that New-
ton Ferrers will be the site of the
bigger relay transmitter which
will eventually take over the
service from Plymouth station.
A spot on high ground outside
the town is certain to be chosen,
so maybe they are right.

Postponed Play

G. Bripson, the Northern

» playwright, was unlucky to

have two broadcast plays post-

poned by North Regional within a
few weeks.

Jannock will be given in
November, and its performance
was only delayed because the
author was away on holiday and
so could not attend to alterations.

A. J. Alan Again
HE London Children's Hour
has bagged A. J. Alan for a
broadcast to the children on
October 6, and the man of mystery
is writing a special story for the
occasion.

It will 220t be the one which he
told to the microphone at the
opening of the London School of
Broadcasting. Its studios in
Bond Street are replicas of those
at Broadcasting House.
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Constructor Crusaders® Corner

A Free Blueprint on
Your Breakfast Table!

When our second-Crusaders’ set—the All-Britain Three—is fully produced next week all Crusaders

will be presented free with the full-size blueprint of the set normally sold for Is.

You will come

down to breakfast on Wednesday, October 3, to.find this Crusader gift on your table—we shall have
L posted all Crusader blueprints on the preceding Tuesday.

buff envclope on your table in the morning

-—enough to put any man off his ham and
eggs !—think of the delight of an envelope
containing a full-size blueprint for our latest
set.

Not a bad thought, is it? As a Crusader,
that is what will happen to you on the Wednes-
day morning of October 3—the morning, in
fact, of the publication of our next issue of
AMATEUR- WIRELESS.

Good Thing in Threes

Your free gift—always assuming you are a
Crusader—will coincide with the full inside dope
on what we consider is a good thing in three’s.

We are simply nof going to invoke super-
latives to describe the set—you will soon see
next week that it is something a bit out of the
ordinary rum.

What we should like to point out, though,
is something to do with the. construction.
After all our airing of views on the relative
merits of chassis and baseboard we have hit
on a compromise that ought to please practi-
cally all of you—no matter how strongly you
favour the one or the other method of assembly.

As a matter of fact, credit for the new form
of layout is due to a youthful member of our
Technical Staff. Like all of us, he has been
obsessed with the nee? for cleaning up the
appearance of the pane. and baseboard type of
set—with the need, that is, for emulating the
super neatness of the commercial chassis set.

But we are nothing if not realistic on this
staff and we have for a long time realised that

INSTEAD of that “Dear sir, Unless . . .

This Is Your

Man—The @
Constructor JX ).ﬁ
Crusader ! 4 \\'\r_,j
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Are YOU a Crusader yet ? Thousands of
AMATEUR WIRELESS readers have joined up
by signing the enrolment form, a copy of
which you will find on ccver iii of this
tssue. Omne shilling entitles you to many
privileges, including free blueprints and free
technical advice on all sets produced by the
Crusaders. Sign up now !

1o go bang over to metal-chassis sets is not
really a solution—nof when we think in tevins
of blueprint construction, with wires going from
upper to lower sections.

So we put to you something that seems to
us to meet both sides of the case—a metal
baseplate. Not a metal chassis, note. There are
no components below this plate, and only two
or three wires. Even these are shown on the
blueprint- as though they were above, because
we have carefully engineered the layout so
that they do not cross wires above.

The metal baseplate takes the place of the
wooden baseboard—that’s all. There is the
usual panel for the controls, and, in fact, you
can say that in general form the layout is as
old as the hills. But the detailed construc-
tion and wiring certainly are not old—in
fact, right up to the minute, with short,
straight connections” for high-frequency,
other connections being earthed to nearest
baseplate point.

No need to say more about the set here
—there will be more than enough dope for
you to masticate next week. But don’t

metal baseplate.

board—you get it both ways!

forget, Crusaders all, there is a blueprint coming
to you of a pukka three that ought to gladden
your hearts.

And, if you aren’t a Crusader, well, nothing
is stopping you from filling up the form on
the inside back cover, is it?

* * *

“Why not a real constructor’s set?’’ asks
an intending Crusader. ‘“What I should like
to see is a set for which I could make the coils
—but not, please, the weird and wonderful
affairs designed by your pals, ‘The Experi-
menters.” "’

Well, now, that’s not very kind to ‘‘our pals.”
Why not look back to page 297 of “AW.”
for September 15, where CC1537 tells us how
he got American stations on the Lucerne
Ranger—the set designed to use the coils in
question ? o

+

Meer the All-Britain Three! Second of the great
Crusaders’ sets, this straight screen-grid; detector
and pentode set 1s built up on a new principle—the
You gain all the advantages of a
metal chassis but retain all the simplicity of a base-

A. B. Curran, the correspondent with the
“down” on ‘“The Experimenters,” is full of
bright ideas for making sets as distinct from
assembly. We are noting all you say, A. B.C.
—and maybe we shall be able to act on some
of your suggestions,

His Funny Way

We like your digs at Crusader No. 1-
especially the bit about him being a woman
hater! He isn’t really, you know—just his
funny way of putting things. If you think
kilocycles are more tangible than wavelengths,
by all means stick to your admittedly more
scientifically accurate mode of reference.

But there’s no doubt about it—the majority
of ordinary mortals do find it easier to think
about wavelength than
about frequency.
Granted neither is really
tangible—but length is
at least a homely con-
ception—like a yard of
tripe !

“I seem to have
-given CC No. 1 a bit
of a slating but I agree
with 8o per cent of his
views,” goes on A. B. C.
And so say all of us !

‘“As a matter of fact, I think that
for ordinary use it is hard to beat a
good S.G., detector and pentode . . .
i no need for you to show us how to
build these, since every Constructor
Crusader should be able to design one
for himself."”
- Now, that’s where we don’t agree,
3 A. B.C. We are catering not only for
= the seasoned amateur such as your-
self-—who obviously can sit down
. and design a set— but for the
many newcomers to this radio game
who don't seem to be getting a fair
deal through ordinary channels.
That is why our second Crusader
set is vitally simple in its design—
-~ but it has the screen-grid, detector
and pentode circuit A. B. C. rightly
hits on as the most workaday for
ordinary listening. True, there is an
optional high-frequency pentode for
.the first stage—but no one will
grumble at .that evidence of keeping
abreast of the times. Thanks for a fine
lett:r, A. B. C.—and write again sometime !

* < *
A gainst All-wavers

The scales are weighting against the all-wave
set, judging by recent letters. One bright
Crusader, who has sent another very readable
**serial "—you boys surely can write '—wants
a short-waver next, with self-adjusting volume
control. We must ask ““K. J.”” about that.
As you say, CCri78, the gang condenser is
quite a good thing now that concentric panel
trimming has been adopted.

We proved how a two- or three-gang con-
denser is preferable to single condensers—as
in the A.V.C.4. But the single condensers
also have a place as we show in the All-
Britain Three. ’ ' "
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Faults

BY THE AMATEUR WIRELESS TECHNICAL STAFF

BEARINGS
(20 sm.6.
WiIRE)

‘“Now What’s Gone Wrong?” It was

all about faults. In the August 4 issue,

to be exact. This week’s effort is the sequel

to many requests for a simple continuity tester.

To test whether a winding—such as a coil

or a choke—has broken down, you have to test

whether current is really flowing round a

complete circuit of which the suspected
component is a link.

Circuit for Suspected Choke

For example, such a circuit might consist of
a choke (suspegted 1), a battery, and some sort
of current indicator-—such as a milliammeter
or other meter.

But a standard meter, though the usual form
of tester, is by no means the only form. There
is the old but ever-useful galvanometer to fall
back on—not a bad idea, considering that all
you want to establish is the flow of current,
without the least desire to know how much of
it there is—or rather what its rate of flow is in
terms of amperes.

So we made up what seemed to us the
simplest possible meter—a galvanometer, or
just ““ galve™ for short. For an inkling of what
this all means you should carefully study Fig. 1
as we go along.

Tester Gadget Called Galvo

In this picture our draughtsman has included
all the relevant facts about the tester gadget
called galvo.

Mainly, it is an old transformer bobbin—
which most amateurs have lying in the junk
box. On this convenient former you wind in
a couple of ounces of fine wire—say No. 30
gauge D.C.C. A small piece of tape can be
bound round the winding to keep it intact.

NOT long ago we had a little article called

Fig, 2.—Artist’s impres:ion of the completed
tester, showing delicately poised armature

inside the bobbin.  Note suggested papzr

pointer for thz end of thz bearing

In the top flange of the bobbin we want you
to drill two holes, one at each of two diagonally
opposite corners as shown by Fig, 1. These
little holes are to take the ‘‘bearings” for
supporting the armature.

Small shaped lengths of No. 20-gauge
tinned-copper wire are dropped down these
holes and held in position with an elastic band.
Again as clearly shown by Fig. 1.

Just a point. Take a very good look at the
shape of the loop in the bearings. You see

that it is curled under itself
rather more completely than for,
say, a terminalconnection. Know
why ? To make the bearing really

ELASTIC
BAND
HOLDING

smooth—really like a bearing ! BEARINGS 0
Between these two loops is Corponent

supported the most important UMDER TEST

little bit of all—the steel arma- WINDING

ture. The spindle for the neRDID e :

armature is just another length

0
Y16 LESS THAN wiDTH w
pe—" ]

-~ |- DISTANCE PIECES
(sLeavine)

T 3meem
A
- SPNDLL

(20 sw.G.
WIRE)

of the No. 20 gauge tinned-copper

iz y.
Fig. 3.—One of the many simple ways of
ustng the tester—here we show conmections to
test the continuity of a high-frequency choke

wire, covered with two short lengths of distance
pieces—insulated sleeving, as a matter of fact.
The armature itself we made out of an old
clock spring. Most of you have one some-
where knocking about or can very easily get
hold of one. Only a very small
piece of the spring is needed—
a piece just kin. less in width
than the width of the bobbin hole.
Before the bit of clock spring
can earn the name of armature, it
has to pass through some pretty
trying times. First you must heat
it in_a gas flame until red-hot.
Then allow it to cool off slowly. It will then
be found quite soft—malleable, as we say.
While in this workable state you can cut
off the wanted bit from the main length.
What you do with the rest is your affair!

[

~ FIXED
CONDENSER
UNDER TLST

Fig. 4.—You can quite easily test a condenser

for faulty insulation if you connect up the

tester as shown here. Movement of the
pointer denotes a breakdown

Fig. 1.—From this detailed drawing you can

see almost at a glance how the tester is made

up. Its main parts comprise an old bobbin,

some fairly fine wire and one or two odds
and ends from your junk box

Drill or punch a hole through the centre so
that it will just slip over the spindle. Trim
the two ends nicely as indicated by Fig. 1.

Then heat the fast-developing armature to
red heat—and this time plunge into cold water.
This process will harden it again.

But you are not done with it yet. Stroke it
half a dozen times with a permanent magnet,
such as a horse-shoe or bar type. The armature
will then itself be magnetised.

Now you can slip through the spindle. One
end, you will see, is bent down. This is to
take a 2-in. length of stiff paper, which will
act as an indicator. (See Fig. 2 for another
good drawing.)

When You Assemble the Armature

See, when you assemble the armature on the
spindle, that it will move freely in its bearings.
On no account allow any stiffness of action, or
the whole gadget will be quite useless.

Now for action. When a current flows
through the bobbin winding, the coil of wire
becomes an electro-magnet, and as such it will
iofluence the little- freely-moving armature.
It will, in fact, turn the armature and so move
the paper indicator.

Thus you have a ready means of noting
current flow. If, therefore, you connect this
tester in a circuit such as you see at Fig. 3,
the indicator will move when that circuit is
completed. At least, it will move if the choke
is a continuous winding, and therefore passing
current. If it is a ““dud” and the winding is
burnt out or broken the indicator will not
move.

So with a condenser. If the condenser’'s
insulation is broken, and there is a *‘short”
between the plates, a current will flow round
the complete circuit of Fig. 4—and your
indicator will tell the tale accordingly.

Use Your Grid-bias Battery

It is best to use your grid-bias battery for
these tests—not less than g volts. For higher
resistance components you may have to use
a high-tension battery to get a current flow
through a perfectly sound winding.

If you care to read back to the article on
fault finding in the August 4 issue, you will
see that there are many possible uses for
a continuity tester where a somewhat expensive
meter is normally used.

This little galvo has the merit of being
assembled for a few pence, and of giving
a definite and decisive flick when current flows
through the circuit containing the suspected
component. Now we ask you—what more
could the efficient fault-finder wish for?



Messrs. M. Child and E. Handsley picking

up signals from the Ivinghoe station 1o

and a quarter miles away

successful s5-metre field day of the
Golders Green and Hendon Scientific
Radio Society.

On Sunday, September 16, the natives of
Ivinghoe Beacon, in Bucks, were startled to see
a caravanserai of motor-cars apparently
armed bonnet-a-hood with fishing rods and
lines and mysterious poles and cases draw
on to the downs. Even the painted lion on the
‘Whipsnade slope sat up and took notice.

In the Teeth of A Gale!

Under ““remote control” by President W. A.
Hudson, members, oblivious to the curious
gaze of hikers, cyclists and stray dogs, un-
loaded equipment and toiled up the hill with
aerials, batteries and transmitter. A vertical
aerial was soon erected in the teeth of a gale,
and all was ready.

After an appreciated ‘ refresher course,”
members studied field maps and President
Hudson outlined the campaign. The society
had held its first 5-metre field day some
months ago, when elementary experimental
work with a vertical aerial was done.

This time® both vertical and horizontal
aerials would be utilised to permit research
into directional effects, and observation
parties would work in an ever-widening circle
to study both screening and distance effects.

The parties were Messrs. A. Black and P.
Marks, using a super-regenerative receiver with
a vertical aerial; Messrs. H. B. Dent and
Bremner, jun., adopting a superheterodyne
set; Messrs. Hubbard and Hudson, who had a
di-pole aerial and a standard circuit; Messrs.
M. Child and E. Handsley; and Messrs. J. C.
Emerson and A. G. Griffiths.

Assisting Guerilla Tactics

Others present, either stationed at “G.H.Q.”
or assisting the guerilla tactics, were
J. E. Hull, A. J. Bremner, D. N. cor
Corfield, operator, and A. R.
Gardiner, operator.

Mr, Corfield, of 5CD fame,
brought along his trusty trans-
mitter of familiar push-pull circuit
with half-wave aerial modulated by
choke control. Mr. Gardiner (5RD)
was transmitting as well from his
station at Abbots Langley. The
power was about 10 watts. |

The day was a triumph of orga-
nisation, and all was carried out to
clockwork. The modus operandi was
to send out morse and speech
signals of 5 minutes’ duration at
15-minute intervals, the afternoon
being divided equally between
vertica] and horizontal aerial trans-
mission.

Leaving Mr. Corfield glued to his
keyboard like an operator on a

LE’I‘ me tell you, my hearties, all about the

short-zvave - super-het
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Mr. - Corfield in charge of the transmissions
Jrom the five-metre horizontal aerial—note
the set up the pole !

sinking ship, I set out by car into the enemy
country to find our scouting parties. Positions
had been taken precisely with the indicated
points on the map, and I was impressed with
the complete absence of any confusion or errpr.

I first visited Mr. Childs, who was situated
in a field'in which cattle meditatively chewed
the cud and ruminated on the strange actions
of wireless ‘“ fiends”’—about 21 miles distant.
The location was in optical range with
“G.H.Q).” and through Mr. Child’s ‘' spy-glass”’
—which, incidentally, was used by General
Picton at the Battle of Waterloo—I could
watch Mr. Corfield tapping his code signal.
The receiver comprised but two valves, but
reception strength was unexpectedly strong.
The morse came through distinctly, but speech
was difficult to understand.

I thence inspected all the other pickets in

Studying directional effects on a “hot’ ultra-

recetver during the lests
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Exclusive to * Amateur Wireless

Field Day

Once again the Golders Green and-Hendon Scientific Radio Society has shown

its mettle by organising a highly successful field day.

representative, CECIL W. LUSTY, recounts his experiences *on the field"

while five-metre transmission and reception technique were being studied by
these exceptionally well-equipped amateurs

In this article our special

turn, making a round -circuit of some 20 miles.
Morse reception continued well; at 7% miles
out it was Ry, and was well audible at 10 miles’

-the best performance of the day. Speech
for the most part was’indifferent, but we heard
Mr. Corfield announce that he was picking up
5-metre messages from a glider near Dunstable.

Handkerchief Waving

Presumably the “glideradio” experimenters
had no two-way communication, as the ‘‘sky
operator” was. asking “ground” to indicate
his signal strength by handkerchief waving and
yard pacing. Our G.H.Q. was unable to
establish contact with the glider operator
who, I subsequently learned, was Mr. G. E.
Collins, the holder of the "British distance-
gliding record.

We all later invaded a cosy farm when all
records—for tea drinking and cake eating—
were broken, and members compared reports.
Opinions seemed about equally divided on the.
merits of vertical or horizontal transmission
but the discussion yielded much valuable
information as to reception conditions. For
instance, we found that the Whipsnade hills
made an appreciable difference.

All were- agreed that the experiments had
been highly successful and augured well for
future tests. The Ivinghoe Beacon parties had
not received Mr. Gardiner’s Abbots Langley
transmissions, but these were designed also for
members in other counties. Directional effects,
as a rule, were not pronounced. Among-
interesting directional observations, however,

This is the little set specially designed for
ultra-short-wave transmission during the
Sfrvze-mztre field day

was the. slight-but noticeable reflection due to
proximity of human bodies, and it was found-
advisible for the observers to stand well back
from the receivers.

A full discussion on the results and lessons
of the day’s experiments will take place at
the next meeting of the society.
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Wellings W. Whiffin-Asks:

Should You
Squelch ?

‘“But before we start a learned treatise on how squelch works,
we may as well know what it is and why it is wanted. Squelch is
sometimes called low-frequency automatic volume control and
the valve itself the suppressor. Its object Is to cut out all extraneous
noises and even weak distant stations of little programme value.”

PUT this question to a friend a short time
I ago and received the amazing reply that,

although he would like to squelch, he
didn’t because he was afraid to. This sounded
interesting to me and I put him in the mood
for confidences. )

“Listen,” he said, ‘“have vou ever seen a
circuit diagram of a receiver employing squelch?
It is nearly always a super-het, fitted with
A.V.C. as well. The number of resistances and
condensers is as the sand on the sea-shore.
No sooner do I follow along one lead than it
branches off into the inevitable condenser and
resistance with another pair on each lead on
the other side until I am hopelessly lost.”

Does Not Appear Compiicated

There is something to be said for this
argument. Squelch does appear complicated in
a circuit .diagram with self-adjusting volume
control because of the number of decoupling
resistances and condensers. Very often all the
valves, except, perhaps, the output valve,
are inter-connected clectrically for the purpose
of grid bias.

If the decoupling process with a resistance

HT+ HT+ I
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To the.person learning to
drive a car the controls
seem legion, but the ex-
perienced driver handles
them automatically without
giving them a thought. So
it is with the study of circuit
diagrams, with particular
reference to those parts
connected with squelch.

When the various de-
coupling systems are at once recognised and
their objects understood, they need no longer
exist as regards the puzzling out of the operation
of squelch.

Look at the circuit shown at Fig. 1. It
represents a variable-mu high-frequency valve,
whose variable bias is obtained from an automa-
tic volume control (A.V.C.) arranged on a detec-
tor valve shown in the next section. In the
normal way the lower end of the tuned-grid cir-
cuit of this valve would join straight to earth.

In any case, if this wire is removed, an easy
path to earth for high-frequency currents must
be provided. or the grid circuit would not
tune properly. Hence the nced for condenser

AV.C.LINE
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FiG.1 'FIG.2

FIG3 '

FIG.4

Fig. 1.—Variable-mu high-frequency valve, with bias obtained from the detector section.

Fig. 2.—Full-wave detection with self-ddjusting volume control.
simplicity the squelch valve is shown here as an ordinary triode.

Fig. 3.—For_ the sake of
Fig. 4.—This is the low-

frequency-amplifying valve, with associated manual volume control

and condenser was not carried out in each
stage the result would be hopeless oscillation.

But before we start a learned treatise on
how squelch works, we may as well know what
itis and why it is wanted. Squelch is sometimes
called low-frequency automatic volume con-
trol and the valve itself the suppressor. Its
object is to cut out all extraneous noises and
even weak distant stations of little programme
value.

Briefly, the squelch valve controls the bias
of the low-frequency stage so that it is out of
action until a fairly powerful station is tuned-in.
Then the low-frequency bias is automatically
restored to its proper value in order that the
station may be heard.

c,. Condensers will not pass direct current so
that the variable bias along the A.V.C. line
will not be short-circuited to earth.

The resistance R, is usually of a high order,
say .25 megohm, so that high-frequency
currents will not trouble to take the journey
through it when the passage through the
condenser is so much less fatiguing. Even
electrons know how to avoid undue strain to
their systems. This explains the decoupling
principle, which holds good in any position i
the circuit. -

The resistance and condenser, R, and ¢,
supply the fixed part of the negative bias to
the valve. So far there has been nothing much
to frighten the reader off squelch.

@ mateur WweLz:s)
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For this mysterious process of squelching, a Mullard
SDy single-diode valve can be used—as in this typically
modern all-metal chassis

In a circuit where squelch is found, A.V.C.
is almost certain to be used as well. The two
are related and their operation is sometimes
effected in the same valve, usually the double-
diode-triode. Some mention of A.V.C. will be
given as it crops up because it will simplify
the proper understanding of the squelch
circuit.

Let us pass on to the second section, Fig. 2,
of the circuit diagram. The high-frequency
voltage induced into the secondary winding
of the high-frequency transformer is rectified
by the double-diode valve. Full-wave detection
is shown. Condenser c; works in the same way
as ¢, to form a low resistance path to earth.

When Signal is Rectified

When the signal is rectified a current flows
along the two resistances rR; and R, and applies
a negative voltage to the A.V.C. control lead.
The effect of this is to increase the negative
bias on the high-frequency valve through r,
and thus to limit the strength of the signal.
So much for the A.V.C.

There is also an audio-frequency current
flowing through Rr; and Rr,, the voltage devel-
oped across these being handed on to the
low-frequency valve in Fig. 4. Note the con-
denser ¢,, which stops the flow of steady
current. Resistance R; may be variable to form
a manual volume control.

At Fig. 3 the squelch valve is shown as an or-
dinary triode for the sake of simplicity. It might
wellbeincorporated in a double-diode-triode or a
high-frequency pentode. Some manufacturers
use a single-diode valve for this purpose as
shown at Fig. 2. Squelch may take several
forms, but the basic principle is the same in
each case.

The action of the detector valve in controlling
the volume of the high-frequency stage through
its grid bias has been explained. Well now,
the suppressor valve controls the low-frequency
grid in somewhat the same way. Before the
station is tuned-in, the squelch valve makes the
grid of the low-frequency valve so negative
that the set may be said to be out of action.

Squelch Changes the Bias

On a station, however, the squelch changes
the bias to the amount normally required
so that the low-frequency side operates in the
usual manner. When off the station again,
the extra negative bias puts the extinguisher
over the valve.

It is natural to ask how the valve accomplishes
this task. Refer again to Fig. 2, and note the
lead which runs from the resistance r;,  Yet

Continued on page 346
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Simple one-valver for short-wave reception.
You can make the tuning coil yourself very
cheaply and easily

inquire about what sort of short-wave

set he should build himself. He had
two ideas in his mind; one was that I was
going to tell him quite definitely what set he
wanted; secondly, he thought that to get any
results at all the set would have to be a
very expensive and complicated affair.

He was wrong with both of his ideas—as it
took me a long time to explain. Never mind,
in the end I got a new short-wave listener !
1 am going to tell you just exactly what I told
him, so that those who are contemplating
making a set will know what is what.

He Was Amazed!

Originally I got him interested by letting
him play about with my own twelve-valve
short-waver, and he was amazed at the way
in which stations four and five thousand miles
away could be tuned-in. No hand-capacity
or tricky tuning, while volume was sufficient
at times to overload the loud-speaker.

I rather damped his enthusiasm when I
told him how many valves there were, and it
took me the best part of an evening to convince
him that a two- or three-valve set will really
bring in American stations on the loud-speaker.

He was rather sceptical, for he had apparently
owned a converter for many years, with which
he had not heard very much. Fortunately, I
had several sets rigged up—all small fellows
—which I use when the atmospheric conditions
make the large set rather too noisy.

First of all, I put on a little one-valve set
with a pair of earphones. Perhaps I was a
trifle optimistic, but anyway we pulled in
W3XAL just before tea, although admittedly

LAST week-end a friend dropped in to
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What's the
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Down On the Short Waves

Best

Short-wawve Circuit?

Asks KENNETH JOWERS

Anyway, to get back to the subject again,
the one-valver really wasn't very much good
for reliable American reception, so I let him
handle a detector-pentode circuit on which I
get very good results. Immediately ‘he
remarked on how very lively the set was, and
promptly tuned-in W8XK on 19 metres.
More by luck than judgment, perhaps, but

H.T. 60/70Y
\/ il -0120
HT+ V
H.F.C.
-000I -000I
MFD. 1! o
| TERMINAL
S
=t IMFD.
0-25
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Fig. 3.—Untuned high-frequency stage in

front of the detector and low-frequency type

of circuit makes a combination that is easier
to operate than a two valver

anyway he did tune-in Americans which he
wanted.

My two-valver is fundamentally similar to
the circuit Fig. 1, with the addition of a low-
frequency-amplifying stage with a pentode
output valve. This little set is really one of
the best of its kind for the novice who does
not know very much about short waves.

Untuned High-frequency Stage

The only  real trouble with a set of this
kind is that small variations in the capacity
of the aerial pre-set alter the dial readings by
two or three degrees. The only way to over-
come this is to add an untuned high-frequency
stage in front of it.

1f you do not want to start off with a three-
valve set, make the two-valver in Fig. 2.
Then, when you feel like it, put in front the
untuned-high-frequency stage shown in Fig. 3.
This will not mean any additional tuning
condensers, and if you leave three or four

it was only just audible. = o

Several):){her stations HRG 25,0000 6L s HI %.0
were tuned-in, including 5,000 3 ]
Rome, Zeesen, and G 2
Moscow. So you see (
that even with a one- . ey
valve set, costing a few -pym exym
shillings, it is possible ” - %9[?
to get going on short
waves. e e

There aren’t any blue- T = M%-
prints of this circuit, deo [+ | | e
but take a look at Fig. 1, s
which is very simple; LoLI—
for details of the tuning

OLTH

coil, which you can make
yourself, write to us for

the back number of
AMATEUR WIRELESS. for

July 7, 1934.

Fig. 2.—A two-valver with a stage of low-frequency amplification.
“ Really ore of the best of its kind for the novice,” says Kenneth
Fowers in his article this week

inches to spare on your baseboard it cad Le
added without upsetting the layout of the
two-valver.

Short-wave Converter Unit

A point that rather upset my friend was
that having a perfectly good two high-
frequency set, why couldn’t he modify that
in some way so as to tune in short-wave
stations? That meant that I had to show
him a short-wave converter unit. As I had not
got one, it meant knocking up one in a,hurry.

The circuit in Fig. 4 was used—quite a
straight-forward arrangement -and it was
simply hooked up on a breadboard with rather
untidy wiring. This rough unit was taken
round to his house and connected in front of
the two high-frequency-stage receiver.

It did not take very-long to find out what
the unit would do. First of all you must
realise that it converted a straight set into a
five-valve short-wave super-het. We had no
trouble in bringing in quite a lot of the powerful
Continental short-wavers.

Americans on Loud-speaker

After we had got used to handling it, the
American stations on 1g metres came in at
good loud-speaker strength. This was during
the latter part of the afternoon. You see,
there is really no need to go to a lot of expense
if you want to find out just what happens
on short-waves. A one-valver is quife amusing,
but it is really not powerful enough for.reliable
results. If you do not want to spend a lot of
money, the two-valver will do for the time
being, and you can add the high-frequency
stage later.

|7 ok

!i TERMINAAL

-000] MFD,

-3 —oLT-

Fig. 4.—With this short-wave converter unit

you can turn an ordinary broadcast set into

a short-wave super-het, which will bring in
Americans on the loud-speaker

Do not forget that if you have a good family
set such as the A.V.C.4, or the Lucerne Ranger,
you can add in front of it a super-het converter
which will cost only a matter of a pound or so.

Generally speaking, the best set for the
novice to build, if he is exploring the short-
waves for the first time, is a two-valver.

. 3 .

Conditions at the moment are a lot better
than they were last week. American amateurs
are coming in quite well on the 20-metre band
after 11 o'clock. If you can wait up until
I am. then you will be assured of a good bag
on both 20 and 40 metres.
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By THERMION

A.C. That Wasn’t!

URING a recent holiday in a small town

on the East Coast I had a really amazing

instance of the quaint confusion which prevails
in our clectric current supplies.

Before starting I turned up the aforesaid
townlet in a work of reference, discovered that
it was blessed with 230 volts A.C. at 50 cycles,
and selected an appropriate receiving set to
take with me.

When we arrived, one of my young hopefuls
unpacked the set and connected it to a wall
socket in our sitting-room. He switched on—
luckily the plug had its own switch—but
nothing happened. ‘‘Something must have
shaken loose during the journey by car,”
thought I.

Investigation disclosed that all the valves
were in perfect order and that there was no
loose connection anywhere.

We tried again with no result, and when the
wall switch was turned off I noticed a blue
arc. ‘“Heavens!’” I cried. ‘This must be
DC”

* * *

A Mixture of Currents

ON inquiring at the hotel office, I learnt
that the whole building had been re-
wired quite recently and that the supply was
now unquestionably 230 volts A.C. from the
grid system. This was a bit of a poser, but 1
decided to do some investigating on my own.

On looking round, I discovered a D.C. meter
‘tucked away in a corner of the entrance of the
wing in which my family’s rooms were situated,
and a little tracing out showed that, beyond
all doubt, it was serving our sitting-room and
two of the bedrooms.

A visit to the electric-light people disclosed
the fact that part of the town was still on
D.C., and an examination of the wiring plan
of the hotel showed that when the change-
over to A.C. was made just one or two rooms
had' been overlooked !

Can you beat it? Luckily, my set was not
damaged.

* * *

Look Before You Connect !

THE moral, I suppose, is that in this queer
country of ours you can take nothing for
granted in the way of electricity supplies. If
you go to a strange place, taking a mains set
with you, you should certainly have a good
look round before you hazard connecting it up
to lamp holder or wall socket.

Next time I think I shall take a universal
set with me, and then there won't be  any
trouble—unless, of course, the supply turns
out to be of an antediluvian nature, such as
6o volts D.C. or something of that kind.

* * *

Separate Loud-speakers

WEEK or two ago I said that I couldn’t

remember having seen a single set at
Olympia which had not a built-in loud-
speaker. A kind correspondent writing from
Brockenhurst reminds me that the Eldeco
Stenode is made for an external loud-speaker.
Of course, I saw the set at Radiolympia, but
it had slipped my memory when I wrote that
paragraph.

I cannot help thinking that it’s a great pity
that there aren’t more sets made in this way,
for there must be heaps of people who would
prefer to go in for large separate loud-speakers

instead of the smallish ones built' into many
cabinets. ’

One way out of the difficulty is to disconnect
the built-in instrument and to work an
external speaker from the terminals usually
provided. There are many, though, who don’t
quite see why they should have to pay for a
built-in loud-speaker that they don’t want.

* * *

New Kind of Interference

OME extraordinarily interesting facts have
come to light at the meetings of the
International Scientific Radio Union which is
now conferring in London. One of the most
important is the explanation of a type of
interference that has been a puzzle to many
of us for a long time.

Possibly you have noticed that when
listening to Beromiinster or Vienna you
sometimes get interference from a station
which you eventually identify as Luxembourg.

Now, Luxembourg works on 1,304 metres

and no harmonic of his could cause interference
with either of these stations. Yet the inter-
ference is unquestionably there. What, then,
is the explanation ?

Dr. van de Pol told the conference that any
station with a wavelength greater than about
470 metres can cause interference with another
on a shorter wavelength, provided that the
two are practically in a straight line with the
receiving aerial. He had actually prophesied
some time ago that Droitwich would interfere
with the reception of Athlone in Holland when
it came into action, and, sure enough, the
interference was observed.

* - *

‘‘ Ghost ’’ Transmissions

HE name “ghost” has been given to
these queer interfering signals. It is

believed that they take place because the
reflecting powers of the Heaviside-Kenelly
layer are limited and that the layer can in
some strange way be overloaded by a high-
powered transmission.

It is a pity that Dr. Kenelly, who should
have presided at the conference, was prevented
by illness from doing so, for he might have
had some interesting light to throw upon the
behaviour of his own particular layer.

In any case, there is no doubt that high-
powered stations are the worst offenders, and
the fact that they cause ““ghost” interference
is likely to mean that there is a very definite
limit to the power that can ‘be pcrmitted,
particularly on the higher wavelengths.

* * *

Coloured Cabinets

RECENTLY I asked in these notes why
manufacturers—and particularly thosc
who go in for bakelite cabinets—had not
exhibited more colourful housings for their
wireless sets at Olympia.

I now hear that Ekco’s will shortly be able
to supply their sets in cabinets of various
colours, though I believe that they have to be
specially ordered—for'the present, at any rate

This is a good move, and I predict that,
once people realise the possibilities of the
coloured cabinet for fitting in with the furniture
and so on of their rooms, there will be a big
demand for brighter wireless sets.

* > *

Hiring Wireless

OR some time, now, Londoners have been
able to hire wireless sets, of one make,
at any rate, on very favourable terms. Now I

Jearn that a similar service is being started in

the North of England as an experiment.
In this case only one set is offered at present,

for You Next Week

Extra Special Features

i

AST WEEK WE promised you

preliminary details of the second

Constructor Crusader set; you
will find them on pages 336-337 of
this issue. Next week’s issue of
** Amateur Wireless *’ will contain
full constructional details of ‘‘the
three that will set all Britain
talking.”’

IN ADDITION TO details of this
remarkable set there will be a
number of features of more than
ordinary interest.

IN THE FIRST place those inimit-
able contributors of ours, '‘ The
Experimenters,’” will return to our
pages with more intriguing sugges-
tions than ever dfter their long
summer vacation.

THEN, FOR THE benefit of the
newcomer to radio—we all know

that listening begins in real earnest
with the end of Summer Time—we
shall start a new series of helpful
explanatory articles under the happy
title, ** Learn with a Smile.”’

THAT DOES NOT exhaust our
programme by any means and two
other features are worthy of particu-
lar mention. The first is a short
series of articles explaining tele-
vision and analysing the methods by
which a service could be put over
in this country.

AND AS A fourth special feature

we shall introduce next week the
first of a series of reference panels
that every keen amateur will want
to file for future reference.

AS YOU CAN see, next week's
** Amateur Wireless ”’ is an issuz
you must on no account miss!

Make Certain of Your “A.W.” Next Wednesday _




In its circular bakelite cabinet, the Ekco
universal mains set has attracted many
listeners who have been searching for
13 . . ?»
something different

the Philco model 264. This can be hired for
11s. 2 month during the first year and 7s. a
month during the second. A deposit of £t is
also required.

The rental includes complete free service,
including the replacement of worn-out or
defective valves.

These hiring schemes with complete free
maintenance strike me as a very good idea. No
capital sum has to be put down and one is
always sure of keeping up to date, for the set
can be replaced at the end of two years at the
option of the hirer.

* * *

Wireless in France

ROM one who visited the French Wireless

Exhibition, I have received an interesting

account of wireless developments on the other
side of the Straits of Dover.

The French have always been from the very
first superhet-minded and therc are now very
few scts of any other kind to be seen except
for a few of the smaller “straights.”’ Like our
own country, France suffers from a multi-
plicity of lighting-current variations, and for
this reason the A.C./D.C. set is very popular
over there this year.

“The French have paid us the compliment of
adopting many devices which were first widely
developed in our country. Amongst these are
visual-tuning indicators and frequency-
changing valves on the electron-coupling
principle.

Like our own manufacturers, the French are
producing large numbers of sets at prices
round about the £12 mark, but they are also
paying greater attention to the high-class set
with every possible refinement which sells at
from £20 to £30.

* * *

Proitwich Supreme!

OU have all now had a
L chance of hearing Droitwich,
and I am sure that your verdict
of it will be unanimous. It is by
far the best station in Europe
now as regards the quality of its
transmissions and the volume in
practically every part of these
islands must be admirable.

So successful ‘is Droitwich
proving and so big is its genuine
service area that it won’t, I
think, be long before the London
National station is closed down.

4
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It is probable, when Droitwich has got
thoroughly into its stride, that the West and
North National stations will also follow suit.
One of these wavelengths wi]l be wanted for
the North of Scotland Regional transmitter,
work on which is to be started before long.

The coming of Droitwich is sure to produce a
big increase in the number of listeners, for it
provides a fine service in all sorts of out-of-the-
way corners of the country where previously
reception was poor.

* * *

'Ware Radio Bargains
AT the present time numbers of sets are
being offered by cheap-jack firms as the
world’s finest bargains. Often they are in their
original cartons, still sealed up. In one way,
therefore, they are brand new; but in another
they are sometimes very, very old.

“The truth 1s that in many cases these are
ancient sets, representing the surplus produc-
tion of one, two or even more seasons ago.
Many of them are utterly unsuited to present-
day requirements. Their selectivity is not good
enough for the high-power stations which now
crowd -the medium waveband under the
Lucerne scheme and their reproduction leaves
much to be desired.

Don’t forget, too, that in many cases, if old
sets of this kind go wrong, it is the dickens of a
job to get them put right, since spare parts are
no longer available.

If you do buy an old set at a bargain price
make sure, first of all, that it is of a type not
earlier than 1933-34 and, secondly, that it is
covered by a reasonable guarantee. Lastly,
don’t omit to insist upon a demonstration in
your own home and satisfy yourself that it is
selective enough for modern conditions.

* * *

Queer “ Short ”’

A FRIEND was very puzzled the other day

by a breakdown in his set. All the

symptoms showed that there was a

short somewhere, but, for the life of
him, he could not locate it.

Eventually the trouble was tracked
down to a small piece of “‘silver paper”
that had somehow worked itself in
beneath the chassis; this set has a
cabinet of the open-backed type.

The tinfoil was nestling gently
against two very live points and the
result was complete silence.

How the silver paper got there is a
mystery. He blames his chocolate-loving
better half, but she points out that
silver paper is also used for wrapping
the gaspers that he consumes in such
quantities.

Anyhow, wherever it came from, it
must have been whisked into the set
during dusting operations. 'Ware silver
paper on the wireless table.

* ° *
The Lighining Bogey
A_ READER who has fixed up a
“birdcage’” aerial on a short pole
over his roof wants to know if it stands
any greater danger of being struck by
lightning than the ordinary garden wire.

SEPTEMBER 29, 1934

In my opinion, the risk is just about the
same as any chimney Jstands of being struck—
neither more nor less.

In the early days of broadcasting most
listeners felt nervous about an outside aerial,
particularly’ during a thunderstorm, but time
and statistics have, by now, pretty well
disposed of their fears.

Mind you, I still think it prudent to earth
the aerial when thunder is about—just as I
prefer to leave the telephone alone under the
same circumstances.

Lightning is something like the wind,
which ““bloweth where it listeth.”” and there’s
no sense in going out of the way to look for
trouble. But, by and large, neither a garden
wire nor a small birdcage aerial is going to
‘“‘attract’’ lightning to a place where it wouldn’t
strike anyhow.

It is true that a pointed object will sometimes
prove dangerous, but only when it stands well
above the sitrrounding objects—Ilike an isolated
tree or group of trees.§ ;

i ¢ *

How Does It Work ?

ALL of which, perhaps, goes to show how
little we really know about the true
‘innardness’’ of lightning—and, for the matter
of that, about lots of more ordinary things,
too. For instance, the other day I read a
mighty learned article on the way in which the
ordinary crystal detector works, only to find
in the end that, whilst there are any number of
complicated theories on the subject, none of
them seem to completely fill the bill.

And it’s just the same with the oxide-coated
filament of a valve. ‘Some authorities say that
the extra emission is due to the oxides in the
coating, whilst others—of apparently equal
learning—hold that it all arises from the
action of free barium which is liberated from
the oxide by the heat.

Luckily we know for a fact that such fila-
ments do deliver the goods in actual practice.

To help sort out traffic tangles,
Scotland Yard now has an au:o-
giro planz.  Above you see how
the radio equipment for trans-
nutting and recefving messages is i

}

{

fitted up—the morse kéy being
strapped to the observer’s kuee.
On the Isft is the auto-giro before
taking off at the Croydon airport
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By F. W. CAWLEY (G5FC)

friend, Frank, as we lunched’ together
in town the other day, ‘““ how the slightest
little bit of hand-capacity in your short-wave
receiver can cause havoc with the tuning.”
I nodded. Hand-capacity must be one of
the oldest of the short-wave bugbears. How-
ever, I did not remember experiencing much
of it whilst T was last operating my friend’s
receiver, and I said so.
“Oh, well,” he scoffed, “you were probably
listening to morse signals all the time, and it
is not so noticeable then.”

“IT is -surprising,” remarked my young

World-wide Broadcasting

I had to admit that he was right. And
although Frank was moderately good at
copying the morse code, it was quite clear that
he had not yet lost the thrill of receiving
world-wide broadcasting.

‘“Let’s see,”” 1 went on, ““your set is a two-
valver, isn’t it?”

*“Yes—just an ordinary affair.”’

“I suppose you’ve tried most of the usual
cures for hand-capacity, such as direct earthing.
of all low-potential points, and chokes in the
phone leads?”

“I've tried all those, but there is still a
trace of hand-capacity left,” he replied.

‘“Have you got a metal panel?”’

“No, it’s just an ordinary ebonite one.”

This was a bit of good news. It gave me a
line along which to work with a view to curing
yet another of my friend's troubles.

“Well, a metal panel seems to be indicated,”
I declared, with an air of finality.

“I'm afraid it's out of the question,’ hé,

sighed, ““for the present, at any rate. I simply
can’t afford one.”

i

LINES QUT ON
. BOTH SIDES

(Above) Here’s a simple way of
“'cutting a metal panzl to any
| -required size. Stinply mark
deeply lines on both sides of
the panel and then—uwhen
clamped as shoun by our
diagram—-bend up and down
until it breaks off. (Right)
This shows how to punch the
drill centres for holes in the
panel by means of an eastly

made paper pattern

oF PUNEL

“Oh, I don’t mean
buy one—ready cut and
drilled,” I hastened to

point ocut. “I mean
make oue, out of sheet
aluminium.”’
Frank still looked
doubtful.
“It's as cheap as
anything,” I went on, very much easier.

“and you don’'t need
much. It is sold by
weight, and at the

most a good-sized piece of No. 16 gauge should.

not cost you more than a bob, to give it the
highest estimate.”

“That sounds all right,”” my friend remarked,
brightening considerably. *“But isn’t it very
difficult—cutting and drilling it?”

“Not a bit,” I replied. ‘““It’s the easiest
stuff in the world to work-——when you know
how. Look here, you get a piece this after-
noon from the biggest ironmonger’s you can
find, and I'll come along this evening to give
you a hand with it.”

“Righto!” Frank -was very chcerful now.
“ What size shall I get?”’

Aluminiti:m is Cheap Enocugh

“Oh, about the size of your present panel.”
Then " as an afterthought, I added :
“No, get a piece a little bigger all round; the
aluminium is cheap enough and the bits como
in extremely useful at times.”

“Fine! Tl slip along and get it now;”
Frank declared, looking at his watch. “‘I've
just got time before I'm due back.”
~ ““Half a minute,” I interrupted, suddenly.
“While you’re there, get a penny sheet of fine
emery paper, and call at a
cyclist’s shop for a small tin
of transparent lacquer and a
small soft brush.”

“What are all those for?”

“T'll tell you to-night!
Better nip off now, or you'll
be late back.”

* * *

That evening I made my
way to Frank’s home, taking
with me an assortment of
drills of various sizes; a
small, cheap plane; a hack-
saw; a scriber; and a good
solid clamp. :

“Oh, here you are !’ Frank
greeted me, and added, in a

@mu&ur Wwelez)

When you are drilling that aluminium panel apply a little
methylated spirit to the drill point—it will make the work

See that you pur a nice sheet of paper

between the panel face and the bench when you clamp douwn
the panel—-otherwise you will bruise the face

stage whisper: ‘‘The folks are just off—I
told them what a good picture it was at the
Palladium !’

I laughed.

“That’s fine! But did you get the alumin-
ium?”

It was No, 16 gauge

“Yes—nhere it is.”

Frank handed the piece of metal to me.
It was No. 16 gauge all right"-about a couple.
of millimetres thick—and it shone with the
brightness of a mirror.

“It's splendid,” I said, as I looked along
each edge to see if it was perfectly straight.
“Yes,  this will do fine. Now, have you
decided about the specification?

“Yes, I'm going to keep the set exactly as
it is now.”

‘“Well, take the knobs off and let's do a
little measuring.”

Frank did so, and before long we had put
down all the distances, and compiled a full-
size diagram on a piece of brown paper to
show just where each hole had to be.

“This is the point at which you appreciate
a blueprint when you are building a set,”
I remarked, as I estimated with infinite care
the positions of what were, perhaps, the most
important of all the holes in the panel—those
to be used in the mounting of the angle-
brackets which were to hold it firmly in place,

When It Looks ‘‘Amateurish”

The slightest divergence in one of these
holes means either that the panel is not firm,
or that it looks ‘“amateurish,” so it is as well
to be careful.

When we had finished making the *blue-
print”” I clamped the aluminium to the
table, using a wooden block between the head
of the clamp and the metal to avoid disfiguring
it, and, putting the diagram flat on the
aluminium, marked the centre of each hole
with Frank’s centre-punch, not
-forgetting a punch for each corner
of the new panel to indicate the
size to which the metal had to be
cut.

““How are you going to cut it?"’
Yrank wanted to know.

“With this saw,” I replied.

Frank was bewildered.

““Can you use an ordinary saw? "’

“Watch ! I smiled.

1 drew lines between the corner
holes with the scriber, and then fixed the metal
to.the table with the clamg so that one side
overlapped the edge of the table. Frark was
astonished to discover that aluminium could be
cut by using an erdinary hacksaw. ‘‘But what
a jagged edge it leaves,” hesaid. “ How do you
Continued at foot of next page
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Fig. 2.—Handy little gadget you cen make
for easy loud-speaker extension using only
a single wire

HILE there is still a chance of an

R;‘; ‘““Indian summer,”” the garden is

certainly an ideal spot in which to

lounge in a comfortable chair and enjoy the
radio programmes.

Unless, however, your set is of the portable
variety you will need to rig up an outdoor
loud-speaker extension in order to do this.

With the type of output circuit shown at
Fig. 1, you can extend the loud-speaker wiring
into the garden easily and cheaply, as a single
lead will suffice for connection to the outdoor
speaker, provided that a ‘‘return’” can be
effected by means of a separate earth connec-
tion at or near the spot where the loud-speaker
15 placed.

The novel device shown at Fig. 2 affords a
very simple but efficient and convenient means
of providing the necessary earth return. You
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Your Loud-speaker In the Garden

A Onewire Extension

can make this handy gadget in a few minutes
out of odds and ends—at little or no cost.
The only materials needed are a rod of

- suitable metal, an ebonite tube and a couple of

loud-speaker terminals. The metal rod can be,
say, 3 ft. long and 1 in. diameter, and a
suitable ebonite tube for use with this would be
2 in. long, 4 in. diameter inside and, say,
¥ in. diameter outside.

These diameters are suitable for 4B.A. ter-
minals; if 2B.A. terminals are used a rod and
tube of slightly larger

the tube to take the remaining terminal.
Insert the latter and connect to its stem the
output lead from the set.

Loud-speaker Leads

The leads from the loud-speaker should, of
course, be connected to the two terminals.
The upper terminal, which, as you can see
from a glance at Fig. 2, is insulated by the
ebonite tubing, provides the connection
through the extension lead to the set; and the

diameter would be
preferable.

The construction is
simplicity itself. Push
one end of the rod half-
way into the tube; then E
drill and tap a hole
right through the tube

SET

| SPEAKER |

2l

and rod, as shown at

Tig. 2, to take the
stem of one of the
terminals.

Insert the terminal,
screwing it home and
securing it with a nut.
Then drill a second hole

through the ebonite =J_=
about an inch higher up i
LE CHOKE
¢ N\ } HT.+
2-4 nfd.
E >
R LT-

Fig. 1.—Typical output circuit with choke-
capacity loud-speaker coupling

g
EXTENSION
LEAD

) —

EARTHING
CONNECTOR

Fig. 3.—~This shows how the single wire
connects the distant loud-speaker to the set,
the return being through earth

lower terminal, which makes contact with the
metal rod, provides a satisfactory earth return
connection if the rod is thrust into reasonably
moist soil in any part of the garden.

To avoid any risk of disturbing neighbours
when you are using your loud-speaker in the
garden, it is very necessary to keep the volume
down to a modest level. As some kinds of
music give much greater overall volume than
others, it is an advantage to have an external
volume control across the loud-speaker, if
possible, so that you can adjust the volume in
the garden to suit each individual item or
programme.

The wire or cable used for the extension
lead between the set and the outdoor speaker,
as at Fig. 3, should, of course, be adequately
insulated to prevent the ‘‘speech” currents
leaking away to earth before reaching the
loud-speaker. W.0.

Shielding Panels for Short-wavers
Continued from preceding page

get rid of that—with a file?” *“You can use
a file if you wish, but it is hard work, and
it generally leaves nasty marks on the
aluminium. The best way is to use a plane
and shave the rough edge off as though it
were made of wood.

“The best way of all, though,” I went on,
when the edge was no longer rough, ‘““is simply
to usc the scriber, making a deep cut along the
line on each side of the panel. Then bend the
metal backwardsand forwards until it breaks.”

“Now we'll see about drilling the holes,” I
said, when the panel was eventually the
correct size. ‘‘I've brought along some of my
drills, just in case you haven’t got just the
very drill we want.”’

Frank smiled. We had been caught that
way before.

“Oh, by the way,” I continued, ‘“we want
some methylated spirits. Not very much—
a drop or so for each hole.”

Soon Frank came back with the methylated
spirits. I decided to let him drill the holes,

not only because I could see he was absolutely
itching to get to work, but also because I
wanted him to see for himself what a difference
a drop of meth. makes on the drill.
‘“Phew ! he exclaimed. *It takes a bit
of getting through!”’
“Now try again,” I smiled, applying a little
methylated spirits to the drill with the brush.
It was evidently Frank's evening for
surprises. But anyone would be surprised to
find how soft the metal seems to become.
When all the holes had been -carefully
drilled, I turned the panel over, and clamped
it on to the table again. On the other side
there were the usual protruding edges round
each hole. I took a hammer and a screwdriver,
and showed Frank how to chip these off. The
first time all the edge sank back into the hole.
“Hold the screwdriver more parallel to the
panel,” I said, ““and give sharper little taps.”
At last all the holes were drilled, and the
panel was finished; at least, so Frank thought.
““Not quite,” I said, flicking off the little bits
of aluminium and sawdust. “The panel will
not keep shiny like this for more than a month
or so if you do not take any precautions

against its becoming oxidised. That is what
the transparent lacquer is for. But first we’ll
give it a burnished efiect, to make it look like
the stuff you see on the dashboards of smart
sporting cars.”’

I took a strip of emery paper, and placed
it over my thumb, which I then turned a little
way round and back again for a few moments.
The result was a small shiny circle. I did the
same again, at distances of about half an inch.
Frank liked it very much.

Monotonous Task—but Worth It!

And so we got over rather a monotonous
task, but it was well worth while.

““Now for the lacquer,” I said. ‘‘First of
all we had better find a spot where the panel
can remain undisturbed for a few days until
it is absolutely dry. It must be where there
is not much dust, and the lacquer dries more
evenly if the panel is flat all the time.”

We settled this little point, and then I
started to dpply the lacquer, putting it on as
quickly and as evenly as I could, so that there
would be no need to go over any part a second
time, for this results in brush marks.
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PERCY W. HARRIS EXPLAINS HOW
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The Theory Seemed Wrong —
But It Worked o

SEE a very great danger of radio progress
I being held up because existing theories

are supposed to prove the uselessness of
attempting progress—in certain directions,
any way. It is rarely realised, particularly by
those who, of all people, should know, that a
theory is merely a logical deduction from the
known facts of a case, and that only by taking
into .account all of the facts can we have a
secure foundation for it.

An Experimental *“ Error”’

What so often happens is that, basing their
conclusions on relatively few facts, research
workers formulate a theory which for some
time proves a very practicable = working
proposxtlon Now and again, however some-
thing is found which does not quite'fit and the
variation is put down as an experimental error.

More and more of these variations occur,
and whenever there is any doubt as to what the
reading should be it is consciously or uncon-
sciously made to fit as near as possible to the
theory. And then, one day comes somebody
who, taking into account a larger number of
facts than hitherto, produces a new theory
and from this often we get new inventions.

This **experimental error” supposition is,
in my opinion, probably covering up the seeds
of any new inventions. Take, for example,
valve curves, which show, say, the relationship
between grid volts and anode current. You
see these published curves, always smooth,
and sometimes straight lines over a good deal
of their length, but have you -ever tried to
plot one yourself? Or better still, have you
ever seen the set of readings made by the
experts before the curves are drawn?

These curves, as you know, are drawn by
first of all taking a large number of readings
and then plotting their positions on a sheet
of squared paper. The curve is then drawn
by connecting the various points of the readings
by means of a line—or, at least, this is the
idea !

Dots That Stagger

The trcuble is that in a considerable number
of cases the dots do not fall on a smooth line,
and the curve is really a kind of average
throughout a series of dots which actually
stagger here and there from one end of y
the sheet to the other. =

But then, you see, the
line ought to run smoothly
from one end to the other,
and so it is made to do so.
To avoid this awkwardness
in the way of variations of
dots,§ comparatively few
readings are generally taken.

If you were to take, say.
one hundred and fifty read-
ings so that the dots came
very closc together, and
joined every dot to the next [
dot, you would get, in many
cases, rather a bad shock.
In most cases, too, these
variations of position are
not due to experimental
errors—the apparatus and
the users are much more
accurate than the variations
would suggest.

Several years ago the
sideband theory—or more
accurately its protagonists
—made it perfectly clear to

g

now on sale

all and sundry that no further progress in
selectivity was possible without sacrifice of
quality. If you further sharpened the tuning
to get rid of interference you lost the high
frequencies, and if you used audio-frequency
correction in the amplifier to raise the attenua-
tion of the high frequencies due to this sharpen-
ing of tuning, you brought back the interference
which had been reduced by the sharpness of
tuning, and so you were just precisely where
you were before. Logical, isn’t it? Perfectly,
in accordance with the theory as held. But
1t just isn’t true !

From theoretical considerations, Doctor
James Robinson came to the conclusion that
there was a flaw in this argument, and that
sharpening the tuning should be carried to the
very limit to obtain selectivity and that the
necessary audio-frequency correction to bring
the quality back to normal would #nof bring
back the interference.

The invention embodying this idea was
called the Stenode and I happen to know more
about the early history of this invention than
most people, because the first working Stenode
embodying this idea was made in my labora-
tory by me.

I have a most interesting collection of
statements in print from some of the greatest
authorities in radio at the time, not only
pouring scorn on the idea, saying that such a
set would work, but proving conclusively (in
their own minds at any rate) that such a
scheme could not possibly work because of
the sideband theory.

The sideband theory, they proved, was
mathematically perfect, and therefore anybody
who claimed that such a scheme could work

Robinson in face of immense opposition from a large number of
with elaborate mathematics < proved” they knew better !

i pry
Meet the first practicable battery Stenode for the amateur—its construction is
fully described in the October issue of our contemporary ¢ Wireless Magazine,”
The principle of the Stenode was developed in pracnce by Dr. Fames

Our Research Consultant makes the
very interesting suggestion that under
cover of what are thought to be
experimental errors are actually the
seeds of many new inventions. His
- point is that these are not errors at
all—but new facts that are trying hard
to show that the existing theory is
incorrect. There is the danger, as
Percy Harris rightly asserts, that we '
should make facts fit pre-conceived
theories, even when over and over
again the facts will not really fitin atall

was attacking the basis of mathematics. That
was about five years ago.

The fact that telephonic reception can be
had on the sharpest of resonance curves and
the tone, which is thoroughly distorted by
this sharpness, brought back again to normal
by means of audio-frequency correction
circuit without bringing back the interference
to anything like the same extent, is now
admitted by these scientists. Indeed it can
be shown by them that it is in perfect accord-
ance with the sideband theory !

Lots of Progress to be Made

Some of the earlier claims for the invention
have not yet been substantiated and owing to
sideband splash (so-called) there are still
some practical difficulties to be overcome, but
my own. experiments and those of a number
of other people have shown that the *sideband
splash” is in many cases far less than the
sideband theory would indicate, even now, so
there is a lot more progress to be made yet !

But look around in the ““ highbrow’’ technical
literature. and see if you can find any credit
given to Doctor Robinson for having dis-
covered this most important fact. In about
twenty years’ time you wili probably find a
full recognition of his contribution, but not yet!

Again, I still have vivid recollections
of the early days of short-wave wireless
when all wavelengths below about
300 metres were considered by the
experts useless for practical purposes,
and therefore were given to the amateurs
to play with. When these same amateurs
succeeded in effecting trans-
Atlantic communication on
about 100 metres with a
power »far less than that
fitted to the smallest ship
installation, their results

were put down as “‘freaks.”

‘When a regular service by
¢ amateurs was obtained, the
{ commercial experts began to
i take notice, and this band
}‘ was removed from them
and much shorter waves
, {quite useless, they thought,
for long-distance work) were
given to them to carry on.
+ But for the practical work
of the amateurs who got on
with the job without worry-
ing their brains as to whether
or not theory would permit
them? to work across the
Atlantic, the present beam
systems and long- dlstance
commumcatxons on ‘‘micro-
waves’’ would not have been
heard of.

theorists > who
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The Three That Will ¢

ALL EUROPE BROUGHT to ALL BRITAIN

Resuits of Test by Constructor Crusaders’ Registrar

Fitting the ebonite panel to the metal baseplate in an

experimental model of the All-Britain Three. Note the

use of single tuning condensers, which persist in the final
model to be described next week

A 1935 SET
FOR EVERYBODY

MEETS UNIVERSAL REQUIREMENTS

ERE are preliminary details of a new three-valve set that

H will meet the needs of all Britain. It has been designed by

‘* Amateur Wireless '’ from ideas and suggestions made

by Constructor Crusaders all over the country. Every feature has

been given the closest deliberation and the result is a design that

will become accepted by thousands as a standard for the new
radio season.

One of the great points about this new set—which we have called
the All-Britain Three—is that it lends itself in a remarkable way
to individual adaptation by the constructor. There are few special
*“ exclusive ’* parts in the circuit and it will be found that most
standard gear can be used with complete success. Substitution
of other parts for those actually recommended may, however, in
some cases, add to the number of connecting leads and thus
complicate the construction to some extent.

That it meets every need of the three-valve F'"._
public is what we claim for the set, of which |
we shall publish full constructional details
next week. It uses the minimum of parts—
actually there are only twelve components to
be fixed to the panel and baseplate—needed 'i
for satisfactory results; the layout is adaptable
for the use of components of almost any type
and make provided that they are of the correct
electrical characteristics; and, within reason-
able limits, almost any battery valves can be
employed.

.

All Constructor Crusaders will get a full-
size photographic blueprint of the set by
first post on the morning of October 3; in
addition to this we shall publish in ** Amateur
Wireless ** complete details and many addi-
tional illustrations.

Tte collective efforts of Constructor Cru-
saders and the '* Amateur Wireless ' Technical
Staff have resulted in a three-valve set with a
universal appeal that should satisfy everybody’s
requirements for the 1934-5 radio season. a

Looking down on the spartan simplicity of the metal
of an experimental model of the All-Britain Three. A two-coil unit is

fitting that I should be the first to make an inde-

metres, with a maximum wavelength of 1,980 metres.

3 S Registrar to the Constructor Crusaders it was wavelength on the long waves was approximately 770

pendent test on the All-Britain Three. Not so much
to check up the efficiency of the circuit, but to see that the
receiver was what the Crusaders wanted.

You will read elsewhere of the technical details of the set
and all that I need do is to assure Crusaders that- the
All-Britain Three embodies a very big percentage of the
suggestions you have been made in your letters.

I am in a good position for reception and, providing the
receiver is highly selective, I can = -
always receive twenty or thirty
stations on a three-valve set.
Actually, being about 30 miles
from London and about the same
distance from Daventry, the
selectivity has to be good -on
both wavebands if I am to have
interference-free reception.

Aerial and Earth

With the All-Britain Three
1 used a 40 ft. aerial about
25 ft. to 30 ft. high with an
earth connection to an earth
tube and the usual batteries
supplied with the receiver.
Under these conditions the
receiver worked perfectly from
the time that I first switched on.

I spent half an hour on the
long waves and with a prelimi-
nary twiddle brought in fifteen
stations without any trouble, the
only one that was jammed being

wavebands.

Two tuning dials for accuracy !

marked in wavelengths for both medium and long

So it is quite easy to find your way
about the ether !

When Droitwich came on there was a noticeable improve-
ment in quality, but Koénigswusterhausen was completely
wiped out. However, Motala gz one side and Radio Payis on
the other were received at goq@ud-speaker strength without
any background of Droitwich.

Twelve of the fifteen long wave stations came in according
to plan on the tuning dials -that is the calibrations were
accurate—but two of the pavelength stations and
= were about six or seven
« sout. As the tuning dials
are calibrated in degrees as well
| as in wavelengths, this does not
matter very much.

Ideal for Average Home

An hour on the medium waves
more than convinced me that
this type of receiver is the ideal
one for the average +home
constructor. There is no ganging
to do, it didn’t matter if the
coils matched or if they didn’t
—actually they did.

It is sufficient for me to tell
you that I received fifty-two
stations, all loud enough to be
of entertainment value, with
several others that could be
brought in if the reaction were
pushed to its limit. It would
take far too much space for me
to" tell you of all the stations
that were tuned in, so instead I

These dials are

Konigswusterhausen. You couldn’t expect much else with  will give you some idea of what the receiver did.

Daventry blaring away two or three degrees below.

Stations I Definitely Identified
Amongst those definitely identified were Huizen, Lahti,
Radio Paris, Konigswusterhausen, Daventry, Motala,
Warsaw, Luxembourg, Kalundborg, Oslo and Moscow No: 2,
which left me with four stations of which I did not know the
origin. As these were all between 8oo and 1,000 metres
they were probably Russian stations. The minimum

W o — _— - oY

taseplate layout

tuned by separate tuning condensers, you see

Below the London National station there were a dozen
or so other stations all very close together. The only ones
that I actually identified were Fécamp, Warsaw No. 2,
Dublin, Trieste and Copenhagen. Then the London National
station came along and wiped out two channels on either
side, so the next powerful station heard was Naples.

Hearing Foreigners Without Interferencs

The West Regional programme was very loud indeed,
but I was able to hear North National, Hilversum and
Poste Parisien without interference. Between West Regional
and London Regional there were seven stations at good
strength and amongst these were Hambourg, Toulouse,
Breslau and Brussels No. 2. Strasbourg was almost wiped
out by London Regional, but Berlin came in at great
strength, followed by Moscow No. 4, Milan, Scottish
Regional, Leipzig, Toulouse and then Midland Regional.

Marseilles, Munich, Rome, Stockholm and Sottens were
identified before I came to North Regional.

Prague Was Aﬂ}(.gossal Signal !

Although the North Regional station was at good loud-
speaker strength the programme from Cologne—just above
—was [ree from interference. Prague was a colossal signal

in fact, most of the statigns above 460 metres came in
exceptionally well. I hear@i & racing commentary from
Athlone, a gipsy band from Budapest and several other
programmes round about this wavelength.

Just as a matter of experiment I then tried the receiver
on a standard 25-milliampere mains unit and put in a large
pentode valve. There was a big increase in volume, while
the quality, probably due to the combination of Ferranti
low-frequency transformer, loud-speaker and plenty of
high tension, was very good indeed.

This is assuredly the set for Constructor Crusaders!

Look Out Next Week for Full Constructional Details of the All-Britain Three—Built by
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SOME OF THE
HIGH SPOTS

Design of Great Interest

@® & @ In the All-Britain Three you have all
of the advantages of modern chassis construction
with practically none of the disadvantages. A
pleasing and efficicnt layout has been atlained,
but theve is practically no sub-chassis wiring.
The design will appeal alike to the old hand and
Lo the beginner in radio.

& @ @ Two of the latest iron-corve coils give
adequale selectivity and sensitivity under alpiost
all veceiving conditions. Moreover, these coils
are of the high-frequency transformer type,
which saves high-frequency chokes and couplhing
condensers; this means extra efficiency and lower
cost. 1t is no exaggeration to say that a set with
two ivon-core coils has the same order of selectivity
as one with three old-type aiv-cove tumers.

@€ 8 @ The maximum efficiency is obtained
from both tuned civcuits by tuning them with
scparate condensers—a point that has been
insisted on by nearly every Constructov Crusader
who has written to us. Many amateurs will
already have suitable condensers on hand,
although they have no wavelength calibrations
like those used in our oviginal design.

@ @ @ As the aerial coil is of the transformer
type there is no need for a fiddling preset condensey
tn the aerial civcust to boost up selectivity at the

expense of signal stremgth. Maximiem amplifi-
cation is obtained af every stage of the circuil.

=5

E

@ 9 @ The high-frequency valve can be one
of the new pentodes—but, without any alteration

S = .

How the experimental All-Britain Three looked frem behind—until we made
the final changes that have produced the set you will find described in detail

next week. I’s not very different from this

to the cireull, you can use wp an old standard screen-grid
valve if you so desive and still get vemarkable efficiency.

@ @ @ Delection is by means of a standard triode valve;
you need not buy a special new type for use in this set. A
screen-grid or pentode detector would be slightly more efficient
but the results are not sufficiently improved to justify the
great extra cost.

@ @ @ Iransformer coupling is used between the detector
and the output valve. The transformer can be of almost any
type and almost any vatio,; and if it is of good make the quality
of veproduction will leave nothing lo be desirved.

ey

i

Close-
stage,

Raat : - : - e
up of one end of an early model, showing how, even at that
wiring was kept witra-short and eminently simple. It is no
more complicated in the final model, we can assure you

-

% & @ @ Penlodes are the most popular
| output valves and one is recommended
| Jor this vecerver. But if you prefer the
] quality of a triode yow can plug in a
. valve of the latter type without any
3 alteration to the civeuit at all.

. @ @ @ One of the wmost interesting
features is the inclusion of automatic
grid bias. There is no grid-bias battery
and the bias automatically adjusts itself
as the high-tension battery begins to run
down, quality is thus always rvetained at
a high level. This feature also reduces
the number of battery leads and makes
the whole set tidier and simpler.

@ & @ The metal chassis can be made
at hoine for a shilling or two, in fact, a
local irommonger charged us only 2s. 3d.
4 for the pieces which made_our original.

& @ @ With ihe Readichex wiring system nobody will have
any chance of omitting a connecting lead when wiving up the
set. And on later occasions, when it is desived to make some
alieration to the sel, theve will be no trouble about picking out
the right wives if these useful little tags arve used. And note
that it is something of an achievement to produce a modern
three-valver with as few as 43 connections, which is what we
have accomplished with the Ali-Britain Three.

@® O O Using the types of valves employed during our tests
of the original AMATEUR WIRELESS design the anode currvent
is of the order of g miilliamperes for an output of 450 milliwatts.

- “Amateur Wireless” from Constructor Crusader Designs

—
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This Valve has No Filament!

J. H. REYNER DESCRIBES A NEW COLD-CATHODE VALVE

during the past year or so that the
introduction of a further new type may

not seem anything remarkable. The fact is
that development has been proceeding along
more or less stereotyped lines and the new types
introduced have been mainly improvements in
technique or the assembly of two or more
valves in the same bulb—not a very startling
technical improvement, you will admit. |
Sooner or later a really radical change is

THERE have been so many new valves

RING SHAPED
ANODE

COIL. AROUND TUBE

‘CATHODE

‘caTvooe

Here is the tube without a filament—its
place being taken by the rwo discs you see
mounted at each end of the bulb. The anode
ts a flat ring-shaped piece of metal between

these two cathode electrodes. Outside the
whole tube must be fitted a high-frequency
! coil as indicated

bound to occur. A type of valve will be
evolved essentially different from usual in
structure, operation and performance.

The electron multiplier invented by Philo T.
Farnsworth, of San Francisco, may well be
this new departure. At any rate, it contains
neither filament nor heater, and the anode
is used merely to keep things going and does not
enter into the amplifying circuits at all.

What is more, the tube has two cathodes.
These are in the form of flat or slightly convex
discs, and the anode is a ring-shaped electrode
situated in between the two.

Around the outside is a coil which is supplied
with current from a battery and produces a
magnetic field inside the tube.

How the Valve Operates

The operation is as follows :

Assume that a few isolated electrons are
emitted by one of the cathodes by photo-
electric or other means. These electrons will
be attracted to the anode and will proceed to
shoot down the centre of the tube.

When they get near the anode they. are
unable to go on, because of the magnetic
field produced by the coil around the tube.
This prevents them from turning and keeps
them moving in a straight line.

The electrons therefore have to continue
down the centre of the tube, and they carry on
until they reach the other cathode. They
strike this with sufficient force to produce
secondary emission, liberating four or five
times as wmany electrons.

These new electrons start back down the
tube in the opposite direction and exactly the
same thing happens. They shoot through the
anode and strike the other cathode, liberating
still more electrons.

So the process goes on. The tube, in fact,
generates an oscillation of rapidly increasing
intensily, and it is necessary to insert protec-
tive resistances in the circuit to prevent the
current from reaching too high a value.

Indeed, in some of the early tubes the
current rose to such a high figure that the
cathodes themselves melted !

The actual circuit used is shown herewith.
With the simple theory just outlined the
operation is somewhat uncertain because the
electrons, having shot through the anode, are
then subject to a retarding force.

The high-tension on the anode tries to pull
them back again, and they may not reach the
other cathode with sufficient velocity to produce
any secondary emission.

To allow for this the two cathodes are
connected across the terminals of a tuned
circuit. The voltages developed across this
circuit assist the action and ensure that the
clectrons strike the cathode with considerable
force.

Now obviously the anode voltage will deter-
mine the speed at which the electrons shoot
down the tube, so that for any given setting
the electrons will take a certain definite time
to travel from one cathode to the other.

If we tune this time to the frequency of the
tuned circuit the current obtained will be a
maximum, and this is what is done in practice.

With the tubes at present constructed this
frequency is rather high, being about 50 mega-
cycles, although good operation is still possible
if the tuned circuit is adjusted to a frequency
which is some small sub-multiple of the tube
frequency. Good results have been obtained,
for example, at a frequency of 10 megacycles
(30 metres).

Developed for Television

The tube was originally developed for tele-
vision, where its applications seem very
promising. A very feeble light focussed on to
one of the cathodes (which has been suitably
treated to produce photoelectric properties)
will liberate enough electrons to start the train
of oscillations, and in a minute fraction of a
second the current will have built up to a value
many thousand times greater.

If we assume only ten oscillations and sup-
pose that each bombardment liberates five
times as many electrons, the total magnification
is nearly ten million !

ANODE CoiL

7~

CATHODE
When the electrons liberated by one of the
cathodes tries to deviate to the central anode
they are prevented from doing so by the
magnetic field set up by the surrounding coil
—and so they have to keep straight on to the
other cathode disc

The application of the tube to ordinary
radio telephony is not so clear as yet. It is
significant, however, that the tube develops
its maximum amplification at a particular
frequency, so that it acts as tuner and ampli-
fier combined. The falling off in the ampli-
fication is quite sharp as the frequency is
varied and one can conceive an intermediate-
frequency amplifier for a super-het consisting
simply of one of these tubes.

Frequencies of 10 to 50 megacycles are, of
course, much higher than the usual inter-
mediate frequencies employed to-day, but
with the general landslide towards shorter and
shorter wavelengths it is quite impossible to
say that such a frequency will not be usual in
a few years’ time. -

Much practical development remains to be
accomplished. For one thing, the cathodes
have to be made of a material which is suscep-
tible to secondary emission. We don’t know
much about this—as yet.

All the efforts of the valve engineers hitherto
have been directed to avoiding secondary
emission like the plague.

Problem of Uniformity

A further problem is that of uniformity.
As far as can be gathered there are three types
of tube at the moment. In the first type the
action will only take place if a small voltage,
oscillating at 50 megacycles, is applied to the
circuit the whole time as shown dotted in
the circuit diagram.

Wigh the second type a voltage of this type:
is necessary to start the action after which the
tube carries on by itself quite happilv.

“XCITATION
CIRCUIT
(somc)

+
- HT(20-300

S50MC.

-~

Circust arrangement for making use of the
‘_‘ cold-cathode >’ valve, which at the moment
is only experimental. As our Technical
Editor suggests, though, it may well be the
beginning of a revolution in our valve
technique in a few years’ timz

The third type needs no such external aid.
If any electrons are liberated at all they build
up into an oscillation of their own accord.
All that is necessary is the tuned circuit across
the cathodes.

This is the type on which Farnsworth and
his assistants are concentrating, and although
it may Be some time before they attain
sufficient success to commercialise the idea,
there can be little doubt that widespread
developments will result from this new
discovery.
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More Details of Our

Family Portable

Detailed constructional hints this week augment the

article given on pages 303 to 305 of last week’s issue.

If you want a good straight four in portable form turn

It is a battery set we can

confidently recommend, being entirely self-contained
and needing no outside aerial or earth.

up the full specification.

of meeting the FFamily Portable and

casting your eyeover the main features
a few more details about the constructional
side will not be amiss.

No Chassis Snags

The chassis does not present any snags as
the formation of this is quite straightforward
and can be followed quite clearly from the
instructions given on the blueprint. You will
notice how robust this part is, the angle pieces
making it rigid and free from those irritating
wobbles during the wiring period.

There is one point in connection with the
valve holders which may not be too clear,

NOW that you have had the opportunity

14 TURNS
26 D.CC.
SPACED Yig

All the details you need to know about the

windings for the medium and long-wave

Jframe aerials are given in this drawing.
Consult it when you connect up

and that is the extra screening for the high-
frequency pentode. This is actually made
from a small strip of aluminium foil 4% by 1 in.
long.

Ogne tip about this—don’t use aluminium
sheet, as you will no doubt find that it'is too
thick and will prevent the valve from fitting
properly. The way to mark and measure out
the foil is shown by the illustration.

To make a nice
circle when the serra-
tions have been cut it
is a good idea to bend
the strip round some-
thing round such as
a broom stick. When
completed the screen
simply fits into the
hole already cut and
it will be found that
the valve will keep it
firmly in position.

While on the top deck of the chassis, the
small strip holding the frame aerial terminals
calls for mention. Be sure and wire it as
shown on the blueprint, as the leads from the
frame are numbered to correspond.

Don't overlook the fact that it is essential
that the heads of the shanks of these términals
must be properly countersunk, or else you will
get some weird results through them shorting.

! 90, 7

b "3

Still lazy days—even though it is the end of September.
member of our staff tests the Family Portable in halcyon surroundings
—and looks as though she likes it !

f[IJ‘l_nllllllll_llllllillllJuLllllJJ L

T

TOFIT INTO
HOLE FOR
H.F. PENTODE

This is the surround made of thin alumsnium
foil to give extra screening to the high-
Jrequency pentode

—
E 1 55 InS1DE

6 DIAM.
HOLES

This is the little bracket on which you have
1o mount the changeover switch for wave-
band and cn-off adjustments

A fair

Again, where a wire is shown as being con-
nected to the baseboard do see that a good
tight connection is made because a poor one
will affect the efficiency.

Some of you may wonder how the switch
is actually fixed as the bracket does not
stand out too clearly in the photograph shown
last week. Tt is quite easy and need not cause
any worry.

Examine Switch Frame

If you examine the switch frame you wiil
find on each side of the metal frame a small
tapped hole. These will take a 6BA bolt, and
it will be found that the bracket shown on
this page will hold it quite firmly when the
two are- bolted together.

Now don’t go and fix the bracket to the
switch and then try to screw the bracket on
the baseboard. You will only be annoyed, so
please screw the bracket down first.

Now let us have a look at the frame aerial.
The first tip here is, if you are going to make
the frame and its parts spend a little extra
time over it and make it a good sound job.

In the first place see that the wood you
use is worthy of the job and that it is seasoned
and dry. The actual winding is very straight-
forward as there are only two sections to think
about.

No Worry With Reaction

The one which usually causes the trouble
when winding these things, namely the reaction
winding, is not needed as this is applied to the
high-frequency coupling coil. Every detail is
given in the illustration while the enlarged
portion shows the method and positions of
the two sections.

It is only the medium-wave winding which
is spaced 1/16 of an inch between each turn,
the long-wave part being wound turn to turn.

COMPONENTS AND
CHASSIS

1—Peto Scott Metaplex 13 in. by 7 in. by 3lin.
CHOKE, HIGH FREQUENCY
1—Graham Farish, scrcened, type LMS.
COIL
1—Telsen, screcened type W349.
CONDENSERS, FIXED
4—Dubilier type 670, values:
.005-microfarad.
3 -Dubilier type BB, values :
CONDENSERS, VARIABLE
2 J. B. .0005-microfarad type Popular Log with
slow motion drive.
1—Graham Farish .0005-microfarad reaction.
HOLDER FUSE
1 Bulgin, type F5.
HOLDERS, VALVE
4—Clix type chassis mounting, 4-pin (2), 5-pin, 7-pin.

-0091-, .0003-, .002-,

2-microfarad.

ACCESSORIES NEEDED FOR THE FAMILY PORTABLE

PLUGS, TERMINALS, ETC.
3—Clix wander plugs, marked HT-—, H.T. + 1, H.T.2.
2—Clix spade terminals marked L'T. oy +.

RESISTANCES, FIXED
7—Graham Farish, typs 1%-watt values 100-,
350-, 15,000-, 25,000- (2), 50,000-, 503,000-ohm.
1—Graham Farish, 1-megohm grid leak.

SUNDRIES
1—ebonite strip 2% in. by % in. by Y in. with three
metal terminals.
3—British Radiogram 2 in. metal mounting

brackets.
3 yd. thin flex.
Sleeving and wire for connecting.
6 in. screened sleeving.
5 0z. 26 D.C.C. wire for frame aerial.
—1, in. 6 B.A. bolts and nuts.
—~2§ in. 6 B.A, screwed rod ani 8 nuts.

Aluminium foil, 4% in. by 1 in.

Aluminium strip, 14 gauge, 5 in. by 3 in

1—Three-ply strip, 13 in. by 3% in.
SWITCH

1—Wearite 3-way, double throw, type I2.
TRANSFORMER, LOW FREQUENCY

1—Varley Niclet. Ratio 3%-1

ACCESSORIES

BATTERIES

1—Lissen 120-volt high tension, type H30J1.

1—Exide 2-volt accumulator type, WP0/7.
CABINET

1—Kebtex type BWD.
LOUD-SPEAKER

1—-Grampion GCl.
VALVES

1—Hivac HP215.

2-—Hivac D210.

1—Hivac Y220.




A form of clock-face tuning is a feature of

the new Pup, which is a great improvement

on the set of the same name introduced two
or three years ago

do not confuse the latest Kolster-

Brandes receiver with the little set of
the same name brought out two or three
years ago. That set—a two-valver—was self-
contained in a moulded cabinet with a balanced-
armature loud-speaker.

3 LTHOUGH the name Pup is familiar,

Very Superior Instrument

The new Pup is a very superior instrument
in a large oak upright table cabinet, with a
new form of clock-face tuning. A moving-coil
loud-speaker is fitted internally above the
receiver chassis.

Three receiving valves are used, but there is
not a high-frequency stage. The first valve is
a leaky-grid triode detector, resistance-capacity
coupled to another valve of a similar type.
A second resistance-coupled stage links the
first low-frequency amplifier to a small output
pentode giving 200 milliwatts.

It may sound unusual to have a pentode
in a straight three-valve set, but in this case
as the pentode used handles a fairly large
input, and the amplifier has been arranged to
provide an output that will not overload the
valve, then, of course, everything is satis-
factory.

Four Aerial Tappings

The only trouble with sets of this kind—
where there is no high-frequencyv stage to give
selectivity—is that long aerials make it rather
a problem to cut out powerful transmitters.
To overcome this difficulty as much as possible,
four different aerial tappings have been
provided. The receiver will be suitable, there-
for. for use in all localities.

Tapping No. 1 should be used when the
aerial is a long one, or you are close to the local
station. Az is for more general use with the
average type of aerial, while A3 is better
when an indoor aerial is used. In extreme
cases where the receiver is at a distance from
the station, or with a very poor aerial, the
fourth tapping should be used, for this gives
maximum volume but without a very good
degree of selectivity.

You can see the tuning coil at the extreme
right of the receiver when you are looking at
the chassis from the back. Due to the way
it has been designed, medium-wave break-
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Sets of the Season Tested

- Kolster Brandes

New Battery PUP

through on long waves has been overcome
—a great step forward for a set of this type.

. There are only three controls to worry about,
and these are simple to operate. Even if you
have not had any experience with tuning a
radio set, it should not take more than a few
minutes to grasp the proper way to obtain
maximum volume and quality. In the centre
beneath the tuning dial is the master switch.
With this contro! the set can be turned on or
off, or connected to medium or long waves
as required.

On the right-hand side is the tuner, which
causes a knife edge to travel around the clock-
face dial. This dial is calibrated with figures
between o and 9o, as well as with station names.
To the left of the dial is the reaction-cum-
volume control. With it weak stations can be
increased in strength, or the local powerful
stations kept down to proper room strength.

The receiver is supplied complete with 120-

- volt combined high-tension and grid-bias

battery and a 2-volt accumulator. These
batteries can all be accommodated within the
cabinet, and are inter-connected by means of
multi-way cable, also supplied.

One does not expect super-quality from a
small battery set., but with the new Pup

keep quality up to a high standard without
increasing either initial or the running costs.

As we have mentioned, the receiver has four
aerial tappings in addition to the aerial being
loosely coupled to the grid coil, so we expected
a good degree of selectivity in spite of the fact.
that we were using an 8o-ft.. aerial only 2o
miles from the local Regional.

Without Any Knob Twiddling

If the second tapping is used, the tuning is
a trifle flat, but nine or ten stations can be:
tuned in at good loud-speaker strength without
any knob twiddling. As. this was not good
enough we altered the" aerial tapping to:
increase the selectivity. This decreased the
volume slightly, but with a little more care-
between twentyor thirty stations were tuned in.

By adjusting the reaction and tuning and
using the correct aerial tapping we could
separate the local stations—the London
Regional—and tuned in Brussels or the
Midland Regional without any trace of inter-
ference.

The North Regional was brought in on the
loud-speaker after dark, but during daylight
the third tapping had to be used to bring the
strength up to room level. The minimum

reproduction is very clear and realistic. The wavelength was 200 metres, with a maximum
frequency response is cf 560 metres on
not exactly straight medium waves, so
line, but when the IN A NUTSHELL Fécamp and the

anode current of the
last valve is only 6%
milliamperes you can-
not expect that.
The loud-speaker is
as large as those sup-
plied with many of
the more expensive
receivers, so that
Kolster-Brandes have
done all they can to

Model : K.B.362.
Price : 5 15s.
Valve Specification

(Cossor 210HF).

Type .

Up-to-date chassis construction has been
adopted for the new Pup, which is a straight

three with pentode output

Makers : Kolster Brandes, Ltd.

leaky grid—(Cossor 210HF) which is
resistance-coupled to a triode amplifier

stage couples this valve to a small output
pentode (Cossor 220HPT).
Power Supply : Internal dry batteries and

lower English relays
are covered. On long
waves it just goes
down to 800 metres—
Heston comes in with
3 or 4 degrees to
spare, while the maxi-
mum wavelength is
2,000 metres.

With Droitwich in

: Triode detector—

A second resistance

. low-tension accumulator. action, Radio Paris
Upright table model with internal could be logged with-
loud-speaker — a out interference,

moving-coil. while with careful

Remarks : This is an adjustment of the

entirely new version

reaction, Eiffel Tower
of the popular Pup

was also heard.

receiver—and can Luxembourg and
be thoroughly re- several other  long-
commended. wave stations were
— received at good

strength, while on one evening Moscow was
held for over half-an hour. .

If you are close to the local station you have’
to be careful as to the type of aerial you erect.:
Normally this receiver will bring in most of
the alternative programmes that the majority
of people are likely to want.

Daylight Range

The daylight range cannot be compared with,
a receiver having a high-frequency stage, but
as seven or eight foreign stations are usually®
on tap, this is quite sufficient. The main
feature is that the batteries will last a long
while, and are cheap to replace when they do
eventually run down. For f5 15s. the Pup
receiver represents good value for money, and
can be thoroughly recommended for those who
depend on battery receivers.

It can be installed in a matter of a few
minutes, for the receiver is supplied with a
very complete handbook. This gives all the
information you are ever likely to require about
putting up an aerial and fixing the best earth
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The
“W.M.”
BATTERY
STENODE

The most selective
battery set ever
designed for the

Home Constructor
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ONLY < ATLAS "
HAS THESE 6 OUTPUTS

HIS wonderful new **ATLAS’’ T10/30 is quite unique. It

has no less than 6 TAPPED OUTPUTS. This ensures

correct H.T. supply to any and every battery set—
straight, super-het, class “‘B,”’ and “Q.P.P.”" Not only Is it
the ideal mains unit for your present set, butitis also the ideal
unit for every set you may buy or construct in the future.
In addition to H.T. supply, it embodies a trickle-charger to
keep your accumulator always fully charged.

FOR A.C. MAINS

H.T. Tappings: 60/80 v. (min. and max.), 50/20 v. (min., med.,
and max.), 120 v., and 150 v. Tapped Outputs: 10, 20, or
30 m/A at 120 or 150 v. Trickle Charger: 2 v. at 0.5 amps.
Westinghouse Rectifiers.

Guaranteed 12 months.

H.P. Terms.—10/- deposit and 8 monthly payments of
8/6 each.

Ask your dealer to-day for a demonstration.

Other models from 39/6 cash or 10/- deposit.

ATLAS
MAINS UNITS (ATLAS

K. CLARKE & CO. (M/CR), LTD., Patricroft, Manchester.

London: Bush House, W.C.2. Glasgow: G.E.S. Co., Ltd., 38 Oswald Street.
I.F.S. Distributors : R. Marks, Ltd., 27 Upper Liffey Street, Dublin.

POST THIS COUPON NOW

Messrs. H.-CLARKE & CO. (M/CR.), LTD,, Patricroft, Manchester.

Please send me FREE copy of Foider 95 telling me how to run my bactery
set from the mains.

P17

NAME

...................................................................................
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Erect this Efficient Indoor Aerial

erect an outside aerial very little care seems
to be taken to make the indoor arrange-
ment neat and yet efficient. An idea which
is prevalent is that if a length of wire, the longer
the’ better, is hung around the house from the
easiest points of suspension, all will be well.

Admittedly we live in the days of super-
sensitive receivers, efficient portables and mains
aerials. But that is no reason why we should
not provide a reasonable input to our set if
its design calls for the use of an aerial. Especi-
ally if we are interested in the quality of
reproduction and the selection of our stations.

To prevent any wire being seen, quite a num-
ber of people tuck the alleged aerial well down
in the picture rail. The only good point about
this method is that it is neat. But the owner
should not blame his set if the remote stations
seem very weak.

Through jamming the wire so close to the
wall a pronounced damping effect is set up,
which decreases the efficiency of the aerial
circuit. On a weak signal this will necessitate
the reaction or volume control being turned
up, with consequent increase in background
noises.

IN so many houses where it is impossible to

If Load is Too Small

A sensitive receiver requires a certain load
across its aerial circuit. If this is too small
it is quite possible that the circuit will become
unstable and very touchy to handle.

The advantages of the arrangement shown
herewith are () it is very simple to fix, (b)
it is practically invisible, and {¢) its efficiency
is high. The only material required is sufficient
No. 28 S.W.G. double-cotton covered wire to
reach round three sides of the room in which
the aerial is to be fitted ; plus two or three yards
for the lead down to the receiver and one yard
of fine white silk elastic cord and four stout
drawing pins.

The elastic should be cut into four equal
pieces, a small knot being tied in the ends of
each length. One piece is fastened by means
of a simple knot, through which a drawing pin
is passed to the inner edge of the picture rail
about 12 in. from the corner position, A.

By L. O. SPARKS

If the receiver is going to be placed at X,
then A will be the end of the aerial.  To the
other end of the first piece of elastic one end of
the No. 28 S.W.G. wire must be fastened.
This is most easily done by the combination
of a knot and binding, thus making sure that
no unsightly ends are left to attract attention.

We can now fix another piece of elastic by
the same means at the point B. It should be
noted that in this case the drawing pin is
placed right in the corner.

Stretch the wire, not too taut in this instance,
to elastic B and make a temporary join; then

repeat these operations at ¢ and p. Now go
over the aerial again, this time adjusting the
length of wire in each section so that it is kept
taut by the elastic and forms the shape shown
A, B, ¢, and D being the elastic cords.

The points ¢ and p will have to be adjusted
to allow the wire to clear the flue projection.

When the wire is securely anchored at b,
don’t make the mistake of cutting the end off.
It has to come down to the set.

The advantage of this method will be lost
if care is not paid to keeping the aerial really
tight and all joins neatly made. The writer has
often noticed his friends gazing round the
room trying to locate the aerial—as the thin
white wire renders it practically invisible
against the freeze and ceiling.

How you can put up an almost

typical arrangement, using No. 28 gauge wire.

invistble indoor azrial wire is fully shown by this diagram of a

Your friends will wonder where the aerial is/!

Broadcast
Wavelengths

This week we give decails of the prineipal short-wavers and
the European long-wave stations. Next week we shatl
publish a list of medium-wave transmitters

Principal Short-wavers

Kilo-
Metres cycles Station and coll sign Country
11.67 25709 New Brungsick, NJ.
BG) e e
13.93 21540 Pittsburgh (W8XK)
1397 21,470 Daventry (GSH) .. comoe
1400 2/,420 Deal, N.L. }(W2XD}) United States......
14.1% 21,160 Buenos Aires (LSL) ... Argent. Republic
14.28 21000 Podybrady (OKO)...... Czechoslovakia ...
14.47 20,730 Buenos Aires (LSY) ... Argent. Republic
1472 20,380 Rugby (GAA) .. Great Britin......
15.25 19.540 . Rome (IRW) .. .
1578 18,900 Prangins (HBF)
16.86 17,790 Daventry (GSG)..
1687 17,780 Bound Brook (W3XAL)N|United States
1688 17,770  Eindhoven (PHI) ......
1689 17760 Zeesen (DJE)............
19.47 15410 Rjobamba (PRADO)...
19.56 15,340 Schenectady (W2XAD)
19.64 15270 Wayne (N.}) (W2 &E)
19.67 15,250 Boston (WIXAL) ......
19.68 15243  Paris (Colonial) (FYA)
19.72 15210 EastPittsburgh (W8BXK)
19.73 15,200 Zeesen (DIB) ............
19.82 15140 Daventry (GSF)
1984 15,122 Vatican (HV))
23.39 12,8625 Rabat (CNR) .. .........

Kilo- Station and Call
Metres cycles Sign Country
2483 /2082 Lisbon (CTICT)......... Portugal
2500 12,000 Moscow (RNE) ........ U.SS.R.
2525 11,880 Paris (FYA) ............... France....
2527 1i,870 E. Plttsburgh (W8 United States.
25.29 11,860 Daventry (GSE) ._.... Great Britain.
25.40 1,810 Rome (2RO) ............ laly.............
2545 11,790 Boston (WIXAL) . United States.
2551 11,760 Zeesen (DJD) .. Germany ...
25.53 11,750 Daventry (GSD) . Great Britain......
25.63 11,705 Paris (Colonfal) ......... France...............
28.98 10,350 Monte Grande (LSX) Argent. Republic
29.04 10,330 Ruysselede &OR K)...... Belgium ............
3043 9,860 Madrid (EAQ) ......... Spaln ...
31.25 9,600 Lisbon (CTIAA) . Portugal.....
3128 9.590. Philadelphia (W3XAU) United States......
3128 9590 Sydney (VK2ME)......... New South Walzs
313 9,585 Daventry (GSC)......... Great Britain......
31.35 9,570 Boston (WIXAZ) . United States
31.36 9.565 Bombay (VUB) .
3138 9,560 Zeesen (DIA).
3145 9,540 Jeloy (LKJl) ... Norway ...
31.48 9,530 Schenectady (W2XAF) United States.
315t 9,520 Skamleback ............ Denmark i

9,5I0 Daventry (GSB) . Great Britain.

Caracas (YV3BC) ...
Rio de laneiro (PRAJ)
Rabat (CNR) ............
Radio Nations (HBP)...
Budapest (HAT2)

Moscow (RW72)...
Barranquilla (HJIA
Bound Brook (W3XL)
Pittsburgh (W8XK) ...
Wayne (W2XE) ....
Caracas (YVIBC).
Chicago (W9XF).........
Bound Brook (VW3XAL

Bowmanville (VE9GW)
Nairabi (VQ7LO) ......
Byberry (W3XAU)......

Venezuela .
Brazit .....

Morocco....
Switzerland

United S:azes:...:.
United States.
Venezuela ...

United States,
United States.
Canada ............
Kenya Colony ...
United States......

Kilo- Station and Call
Metres cycles ign Country
49.48 6,060 Mason (WBXAL) ... United States... ...
495 6,060 Skamlebaek (OXY) Denmark ... .
4959 6,050 Daventry (GSA)......... Great Britain... ...
49.67 6,040 Boston (WIXAL)
49.83 6,020 Zeesen (DJC ...
4992 6,010 Havana (COd) .
49.96 6,005 Montreal (VE9DR)..
50.0 6,000 Moscow (RNE) .. 4
5026 5,969 Vatican (HV) ............

Long-wave Stations

Kijo- Station and Call Power
Metres cycles Sign Country (Kw.)
1,107 271 Moscow (RCZ)...... USSR.............i
11442 262.2 Madona.. Latvia
1,181 254 .. Norway...
1,209.6 248 Scheveningen Haven Holland .. .5
1,224 245  Leningrad .. USSR, .
1,250 240  Vienna (Exp) . Austria ... . 3
1,263 237.5 Kalundborg .. Denmark .. 62
1,293 232 Kharkov............... SSRo .. 35
1,304 230 Radio Luxembourg... Grand Duchy ... 100
1,3129 229 Ankara Turkey ........ 7
1,339 224  Warsaw Poland .
1,388.9 216 Motala........ Sweden
1.395 215  Eiffel Tower (Pal France
1,442 208  Reykjavik icefand .. .
1,442 208 Minsk ....... .. USSR, .. 35
§,500 200 Daventry Natiomaf Great Britain 3C
1,500 200  National-Droi:wich  Great Britain ... 15
1,571 191 Deutschlandsender  Germany 6C
1,612 186 fstanbu! .. Turkey 5
1,648.3 182 Radio Pari France . 8¢
1,724.1 174 Moscow () U.S.S.R. .500
1,807.2 166 Lahti ....... Finland .. . 40
1,875 160  Hilversum,. Holtand ... . SC
1,875 160  Brasov Roumania, 1
4,935 155  Kaunas Lithuania ......... ?
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Leaves from a
Short-wave Log

By J. Godchaux Abrahams

this last week, although, as you no
doubt observed, atmospherics on nights
preceding storms were pretty hefty and badly
swamped the 40-50 metre band. On other days,
listening was more encouraging and most of
the Europeans provided good signals.
* * *

There seems to be some mystery in connec-
tion with the Rio de Janeiro transmissions.
So far, PRA3 broadcasts by the Radio Club
of Brazil have been carried out through PSK,
Marapicu, but recently this call has been
picked up, not on 36.65 metres as hitherto,
but on 48.95 metres.

CONDITIONS might have been worse

Only a Test?

There is a possibility that the broadcast
on the higher wave-length is only a test. A
correspondent informs me that he has also
heard Rio on 31.35 metres; T suggest this was
PRBA, Sao Paulo, through PSA on 31.58
metres.

* * *

From late advices other South Americans
are also effecting changes in their frequencies.
El Pradc, Riobamba, in addition to its trans-
niissions on 45.31 metres, also intends to put
out a programme on Sundays between B.S.T.
2200 and 2330 on 19.45 metre. HC]B,
Quito, usually logged on 73 metres, proposes
to work on 365 metres.
of Tuesday, which is a day of rest, it will be on
the air on weekdays between B.S.T. o030 and
0400, and on Sundays between 0030 and 0330
{Mon.). HC:RL, Guayaquil, on 45.02 metres
now broadcasts on Sundays from B.S.T.
2345 to o145, and on Fridays between 0315
and o515.

Hilversum Wavelength Change

I am informed that from October 7, PHI,
Hilversum, will revert to the 25.57 metre
channel. Until November 18 the broadcasts
will start at G.M.T. 1330;
thirty minutes earlier.

* * *

You may recall that in the lists of broad-
casting stations published in the early days
we always found OAX, Lima, Peru, although 1
cannot recall anybody hearing even it$ call.

* * >

Possibly now we may meet with more luck,
as a new short-wave transmitter, OA4AC,
on 38.36 metres (7,820 kcs.). has now come on
the air and relays the OAX medium-wave
station. The time to tune in is towards B.S.T.
02I15.

English and Spanish Announcements

All announcements are made in both Spanish
and English as some of the programmes are
destined to the U.S.A. As a closing signal,
the studio gives out its call sign in morse.

* * *

OER:2, Vienna, although advertising 49.4
metres, would appear to be operating on a
jower frequency, as the broadcasts come in
spmewhat above these of Skamleback.

* * *

If you can pick up HV], Vatican, Rome, it
might be worth your while to keep in touch
with this station on October 14, when Pope
Pius XI will give an address to the Eucharistic
Congress, then sitting in Buenos Aires.
Successful tests have already been made.

. - -

Some months ago we were told that Iceland
contemplated erecting a short-wave station;
apparently its construction is well on the way,

With the exception |

3

after that date |

(I matear Wicelesy
To the Seer
the Crystal is
all-revealing/

With the aid of a Pifco A.C-
and D.C. RADIOMETER you now
have the power of tracing faults
in any radio, A.C. or D.C.—power
akin to the magic of a crystal-
gazer.

What does this *magical "’
power cost?  You will agree,
surely, that it would be cheap at
five times 12/6d.—yet that is the
| amazingly low price of this solidly
constructed Pifco ** All-in-One '
RADIOMETER. it is made, ad-
justed and tested by highly skilled
British instrument makers and
neatly finished in a bakelite case.

Never before has such value
been obtainable anywhere.
Organized production on a large
scale has enabled Pifco to provide
you with this wonder instrument
at such a low price.

Ask your dealer to show you one
now or write for fuller details to
PIFCO, LTD., SHUDEHILL,
MANCHESTER, or 150 Charing
Cross Road, London, W.C.2.

AVOID and REFUSE SUBSTITUTES

THE ““ALL-IN-ONE' RADIOMETER FOR A.C.
OR D.C.

For testing electric or battery radio ssts. Any-
body, however inexperienced, can trace faults
with this wonder .instrument. Size of dial,
13 in. by § in. Complete with leads.

PIFCO

All-in-One RADIOMETER ;¢

PIFCO ON THE SPOT WILL TRAGE YOUR TROUBLES LIKE A SHOT

PRAOTECTS

as it is expected that the first official trans- =
mission will be made towards the end of Intemaﬁgo’:lal Cl b
nort-wave Clu

next month. Through this channel we may
To the Editor, AMATEUR WIRELESS.

be given a better opportunity of hearing
the Reykjavik programmes.

X . THANK you for your letter of Augnst 31 and

North-African Station for printing that note about the ‘*Q-code

cards’ we were issuing. The demand for these

A North African station which is seldom ing 0
mentioned nowadays, but which is still going was very great and it just shows what interest
is taken in your publication.

strong, is CNR, Rabat, -which relays Radio L
Maroc every Sunday on 23.38 metres from We welcome any of your readers to join
this world-wide organisation. Membership

BS.T. 1300 to 1400 and on 37.33 metres .
from 2030 to 2300. : ‘ costs 4s..6d. per year, and begins from the
3 LR month of joiming and includes the club’s
A paragraph recently publishedsn a wireless monthly publication, *‘International Short-
journal led us to believe that the small radio Wave Radio.”
transmitter on the Monte Rosa (Switzeriand) The London Chapter of the I.S.W.C. mects
was the highest installation of that kind in the every Friday, except the second Friday of the
world. This, however,.is not a fact. ' month, atthe R.AS.C. Haill, Cavendisk
CP4 and CPs5, La Paz (Bolivia), hold the Grove, Wandsworth Road, S.W.8, at 8 p.m
record as, although erected at the foot of the A. E. Bear.
Andes, they are 4,089 metres (roughly 14,000
feet) above sea level. '

10, St. Mary's Place,
Rotherhithe, S.E.16.



'SLOTTING
SAWING
SCRAPING
SLITTING
FILING}IET“.&R‘{

Invaluable for
101 JOBS IN
" ENGINEERING
ELECTRICAL
GARAGE and
o GENERAL
MAINTENANCE
WORK
Complete OQutpr -
16 Tools with
Patented Holder *
in 6 x Ii"x 1"
Case

Obtainable from all Tool Dealers

Made by tife Manufacturers of
ECLIPSE HACK SAW BLADES & FRAMES

JAMES NEILL & CO. (Sheffie!d) LTD., SHEFFIELD 11

E4S6

LOOK WHAT YoU
. HAVE AT YOUR
FINGER TIPS/

Do not let a first-class post slip
u* through your fingers for the
sake of a few letters after your
name. Whatever your experi-
ence, age, or education, you should send to-day for
“ ENGINEERING OPPORTUNITIES.” This free 256-
paze Handbook shows the easiest way of preparing for the
A.M.1.C.E,, A.M.\.Mech.E., A.M.L.LE.E.,A.M.1.A.E.,Matric,
G.P.0., etc.,, exams. The book also gives details of all
branches of Civil, Mech., Elec., Motor, Aero., Wireless,
and “ Talkie '’ Engineering, and expiains the unique ad-
vantages of our Appointments Department. Send for the
valuable: Handbook to-day—FREE. and post free.
BRITISH INSTITUTE of ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY,
409 Shakespeare House, 29/31 Oxford Street, London, W.1.

H.T. THAT SAVES POUNDS @

‘Why not end H.T. problems for good with a 8tandard Wet Battery?

Smooth, abundant H.T. year [n, year out at half cost of dry H.T. Cheap,

annual replenishment. Baves pounds. 120v. 12,500 m.a. £2, carr. pzid,
All 8tandard H.T. Spares supplied. Lists Free.

WET H.T. BATTERY (0. 26 LISLE STREET LONDON, W.C.2
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Criticisms by WHITAKER-WILSON

SEPTEMBER 22, 1934

My Broadcasting Diary

E shall all suffer from the orchestro-
s;s coccus germ if we are given so much

orchestral music. The Proms are for
those who like orchestras. The alternative
programme is for those who do not. When the
alternative programmes are full of orchestras,
how do we do then?

Sunday

HELMA TUSON

is a singer emin-
ently suited to broad-
casting. I have often
thought so. I thought
again to-night. I
don’t know who
accompanied her
she sang in a Sandler
programme from
Park Lane—but the
accompaniments
were poor in the sense
that there was no
unity, but otherwise
quite admirable.

Ben Davies—that
youngster of seventy-
six—sang extraordinarily well to-night. He
made his debut in 1881, which is looking back
a bit. I liked him better in songs than in the
Handel aria. Latter too strenuocus for him now.

Martyn Webster

Monday

AFE COLETTE in Continen-

tal dance music turned out
to be rather rackety. The compére
was not always funny. When he
wasn’t, it seemed as though he
had interfered with something he
might have left alone.

There is danger with this sort
of show--always the danger that
somebody will be silly instead of
funny. The show is otherwise so
good that I make these remarks

hoping the standard will be
jealously guarded.
. . .

The Omar Khayyam broadcast
was certainly imaginative. I felt
I wanted more poetry and less talk. I
admired the production and the cast.

So many good voices: Robert Speaight,
Leon Quartermaine, Clinton Baddeley, Abra-
ham Sofaer, Lillian Harrison, Percy Rhodes,
and Patric Curwen. A cast with such voices
provides an entertainment whatever they
may do.

Tuesday

OISEIVITSCH excited the Promsters

into a roar with the Tchaikovsky piano

concerto. His rendering is a sort of standard.

I wish the B.B.C. would take more care which

piano they use. The pianos at Queen’s Hall

are a disgrace. . That particular one would
spoil any broadcast.

Wednzsday

WO shows to-night—one very-bad and the
other very good. Martyn Webster’s
Radioptimists ought to have been called the
Radiopessimists. At all events they made me
so pessimistic that I felt nobody would ever
say anything funny again. How they recon-
ciled their title with the sordid melodrama
they gave in the middle of the show beats me.
The bridge scene had possibilities about it.
In fact real opportunities, but unfortunately
they were all missed. The Post Office scene,
where the young ladies were all refaned, was

Walford (° Café Colette )
Hayden

one of the feeblest items I have ever heard.
Merely silly.

I felt disinclined to be ‘“‘not amused’ and
switched into the Brahms Prom to hear Isolde
Menges and May Mukle play the concerto for
violin, cello,’ and orchestra. Never having
liked the concerto one little bit, I did this out
of duty to them. Beautiful playing of what is,
to me, a dull work.

Altogether T was feeling rather depressed
when 1 went back to the other programme for
Charles Brewer’s On the Dotted Line. 1 looked
at all the signatures in the cast and felt I could
have cheerfully signed the death warrant of
anybody that had anything to do with broad-
casting.

They were all so good that I had a hope
after all. I have noticed before that Charles
Brewer does not permit people who have
nothing to say to come and say it in his shows.
There is no doubt about it, a producer must
be ruthless where comedians are concerned.

Davy Burnaby made an excellent compére.
He is suited to that sort of thing and has the
advantage of being popular. with his fellow
artists.

Thursday

N hour for Eddie Pola’s * America Calling”’
seemed to me to be too long. On the
other hand, like the “Café Colette” shows, it
was the sort of thing one could
switch on for five or ten minutes.
It certainly required no listening.
The only question in my mind
with these shows is their inclina-
tion to become rackety. Every-
body shouts so much. And
shouting is the worst thing you
can do before a microphone.
Therefore it is not good in the
broadcasting sense.
Friday
NE of the orchestral nights.
From seven to eight the
Northern Studio Orchestra fol-
lowed by the Beethoven Prom.
Ratherhardon the studioorchestra,
but perhaps we are not supposed to
compareoneorchestra withanother.

I should like to say, though, that the Northern
Studio Orchestra is amongst the best of the
routine bands.

Solomon played beautifully. They gave him
a better piano. I know which it is without
being there to see. Not fair to Moiseivitsch
by comparison.

* * *

In the middle of the
Prom the other wave-
length produced a con-
cert by the C Orchestra
which went on until
10.30. On the same
side as the Prom, and
after it, was the third
of the “Our Bill”
broadcasts by Freder-
ick Grisewood which
I am sorry to say I
accidentally  missed.
There is to be 4 fourth
which I shall certainly
hear.

Charles Brewer

Saturday

RETA KELLER a success. I liked her songs,

but suggest she never broadcasts without
singing one song,in German. There must be
some lovely light: German songs and they will
be new to us.
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Postcard
Radio

Literature

Here " Observer’ reviews the latest booklets ana
Jolders issued by well-kniown manufacturers, If
vou want copies of any or all of them FREE OF
CHARGE, just send a postcard giving the index
anumbers of the catalogues required (shown at
1he end of each paragraph) to ‘‘ Postcurd Radio
Lirerature,”” AMATEUR WIRELESS, 38/61
Fetter Lane, E.C4. ‘ Observer” will see tha:
you ges all the liserature you desire. Pleajs
Write your neme and gddress i block essess,

A Matter of Connection

O those who value ‘good connections the

latest folder issued by Clix should prove
most useful. It contains full details of their
numerous products, which when used not only
give “finish’’ to a receiver but prevent many
snags from cropping up through faulty con-
tacts. 188

Cossor Wireless Book

FORTY-PAGE booklet simply packed

with useful information for the home
constructor.  All their valves are described
in great detail, so no one should experience
any difficulty in selecting the right one for
any part of a circuit. On page 9 a very neat
table of resistance values for decoupling and
voltage dropping is given. This alone will save
many minutes of calculations and remove all
doubt regarding the type of resistance required.
Several methods of high-frequency coupling
are shown and explained, while A V.C,, the
superheterodyne, radio definitions and a
tuning chart for all wavelengths help to form
interesting reading in this most useful little
booklet. 189

Lissen Components ‘
HE latest Lissen folder is now to hand
and contains details of all their com-

ponents and accessories from gramophone:

needles to valves, high- and low-tension
batteries, moving-coil and balanced-armature
speakers, numerous types of coils, chokes and
pick-ups are included in this comprehensive
list.

Dubilier Condensers
NTI-INTERFERENCE devices are in-
cluded and explained in the new Dubilier
catalogue together with their motor radio
suppressors. The major portion is, of course,
devoted to their fixed condenser products, of
which there is a wide selection both in price
and type. The metallised resistances are dealt
with and a handy little colour code is provided.
This applies to all resistances coloured accord-
ing to the international standard colour code.
It is interesting to note that wirc-wound power
resistances are also mentioned. These are
capable of standing a continuous dissipation

of .10 watts and are available in a range of .

values from 200 to 50,000. i91
Ever Ready Batteries
FOUR new leaflets have just been issued by
L' the makers of the Ever Ready batteries
and accumulators. These deal with all types
of _high-tension, low-tension and grid-bias
batteries and a point worthy of note is that all
details ‘ate given. Size, weight, number of
cells, tappings and, in many cases, the current
discharge capacity. One list shows the right
type and size of battery to suit the various
makes of receivers. 192

Sound Sales, Ltd.
OR those interested in mains equipment
the Sound Sales leaflet provides full details

- 190°
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T tE"_TORIA\ .

]

Stentorian Senior
(PMS1), 42/-.

i00 per cent. dust pro-
tection oversize cone.

Stentorian Standard
{PMS2), 32/6.

Stentorian Baby (PMS6),
22/6.

Writefor the new W.B.
Stentorian leaflet.

(Imateus firclesy

Exclusively Specified for the
AC/DC Straight AVC4

for its sensitivity and superb quality

““ We are making a big song about
the quality of reproduction from
this set,”” says “‘ Amateur Wire-
less.”” It is significant that a W.B.
‘“ Stentorian *’ speaker is exclu-
sively specified.

Previously, Mr. A. K. Jowers,
** Amateur Wireless *’ technjcian,
had said about the ** Stentorian,”’
““ A definite advance.. These units
are considerably better -than the
average loud-speaker.”

You must hear the difference
a W.B. ¢ Stentorian” will
make to your set. its revolu-
tionary magnet (of an exclu-
sive new alloy) will bring
greatly increased volume and
a wider frequency response.
Its new * Whiteley ’ speech
coil will bring crisper attack
and a new vivid realism which
will astound you.

Ask your dealer for a demon-
stration to-day.

STENTORIAN

Whitelley Electrical Radio Co., Ltd. (Dept. A), Radio Works, Mansfield, Notts.

Sole Agents in Scotland: Radiovision, Ltd., 233 St, Vincent Street, Glasgow, C.2,
Sole Agents in 1.F.S.: Kelly & Shiel, Ltd., 47 Fleet Street, Dublin.

of all their products, namely mains trans-
formers, smoothing chokes and fixed con-
densers. Their permanent-magnet and ener-
gised moving-coil speakers are mentioned
together with the special output transformers
which they are now producing.  Another
leaflet is issued dealing with all matters
relating to class-B amplification. 193

Celestion Loud-speakers

HEN big men fiddled . . . is the title

of an interesting booklet which contains
a résumé on the development of the loud-
speaker since the days of cat-whiskers. This
is issued by the makers of Celestion Speakers
with the folder which gives full details of all
their latest products.. Models ranging in price
from 17s. 6d., for the energised *“Midgets”
to £18 18s. for the large and powerful  Audi-
torium "’ are now available. All the speakers
are finished in cellulose in an attractive shade

-and the powerful reproduction heard.

of brown and fitted with a universal input
transformer. 194

Brown *“ A’’ Headphones

OR those who wish to get hold of a highly

efficient pair of headphones, Messrs.
National Radio Services can supply the famous
Brown ‘“A’’ Type. These not only have adjust-
able headbands but the magnetic system can be
varied to obtain the most satisfactory response
and render them highly sensitive. The con-
struction of the units leaves nothing to be
desired—in fact one thinks of a miniature
loud-speaker when the details are examined
These
headphones are used extemsively, we under-
stand, by H.M. Forces, which speaks well
for their efficiency and reliability. For short-
wave fans they are ideal owing to their
sensitivity to weak signals. The price is 52s. 6d.
a pair and they are well worth it. 195



\/\/j
7 ELIX
AERIAL EARTH
MASTER PLUG

With this New Clix “A.E.”
Master Plug—the only really
universal plug—you «can
carry the heavy lead-in wires
straight to your set, without
breaks or joins.
The Clix plug takes any wire
up to three-sixteenths inch
overall, and the Clix method
of wiring ensures perfect
contact. Price 3d. each.

—

LECTRO LINX LTD.
79a Rochester Row, London, S.W.1

PIX

AERIAL

AN

DOUBLE
LENGTH

3/6

PRESS ITAND IT
STICKS ANYWHERE

A hizhly effizient seif-adkesive strip Aerial that gives
a wonderful pick-up clear of interference. Fixed
in a jiffy without tools. Press it anywhere you
want to runitandicsticks. Lightning proof, nea:,
efficient, Just the thing for a modern home.
Obtainable anywhere:

BRITISH PIX CO., LTD., LONDON, S.E.]
_THE BEST AERIAL FOR FLATS
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With the Continental Stations

Heterodynes Are Increasing
Above 1,000 Metres

SAYS JAY COOTE

served in the reception of medium-
wave transmissions, I am sorry to say
that listening to broadcasts on channels above
1,000 metres has been not an unmixed blessing.
You will find in this portion of the band a
number of heterodynes which appear to be
increasing nightly. Tune-in Kootwijk and
Brasov-—the latter can be heard during
intervals in the Dutch programme—Radio
Luxembourg and Warsaw, Eiffel Tower and
Motala, and note now in almost every instance
the transmissions are spoilt. There is no
doubt that until Eiffel Tower is relegated to
the lower band we cannot look forward to
any amelioration.

Poland On 500 Kilowatts?

The trouble on the band is likely to increase
if a report from Poland is to be believed—the
authorities intend to increase the power of

! LTHOUGH improvement may bec ob-

Warsaw to 500 kilowatts to counteract the’

effect of the Moscow No. 1 broadcasts.

As a matter of fact, we may see considerable
changes in the Polish network which may
pass over to the Ministry of Posts and Tele-
graphs. If this takes place, Cracow will be
given a 1zo-kilowatt transmitter.

* * >

Bulgaria, 1 learn, also has ambitions and is
contemplating the installation of a powerful
station at Sofia with smaller relays at Varna
and Plovdiv (in pre-War days Philippopolis).

In view of the Macedonian question, Greece
is anxious that all broadcasts from her neigh-
bour should be directed towards the East,
but, as the Lucerne Plan was not accepted by
Bulgaria, this condition is not likely to be
fulfilled. It may prove an added impetus
to Greece to hurry on the building of a broad-
casting system.

The withdrawal of Madonna (Latvia) from
the upper band and its removal to 2717
metres (the Naples channel) appears to have
escaped notice. But the position had been
allotted to Kuldiga, a new Latvian station
which will be working shortly.

* * *

P.T.T. Grenvble has closed down tempor-
arily as alterations are to be made to its
aerial; by the time you read these notes it
may again be an the air, but on a different
wavelength, as it is dissatisfied with 309.9
metres.

* * *

Beromiinster, which has been out of action
pending its reconstruction to make it a roo0-
kilowatter, will resume operations within about
a fortnight. In the meantime the Basle,
Zurich, and Berne studio broadcasts are being
transmitted through Séttens, in addition to
its relays of Geneva, Liusanne, and Lugano.

Tax On Dutch Listeners

Up to the present, listeners in Holland have
not been asked to pay any listening tax;
the transmitters were financed by voluntary
contributions paid to associations and clubs
operating the two stations. The matter
however, is now being discussed in the Dutch
Parliament, and there is every likelihood that
owners of wireless sets in that country may be
taxed in the near future. Possibly, possessors
of crystal sets may get off scot-free.

* * *

Bear in mind that the countries which have
adopted Summer Time - namely, Great Britain,
Irish Free State, -Belgium, France, Portugal,
and Holland—will all rev. ert to Winter Time
on October 7. Make a note also that on
September 30 the Dutch studios exchange
wavelengths for the next three months.

Should You Squelch?

Continued from page 329
another resistance and condenser | The former
(R;) is obviously necessary. Without it, the
current would flow along this wire through the
condenser ¢;, which we have already shown
offers but little resistance, and short-circuit
R, straight to earth. So that R; must be of
high resistance.

As the squelch grid connects to the same
resistance line as the A.V.C. line, it will become
increasingly negative as the signal becomes
stronger.

When this-happens its anode current through
R; is reduced practically to nothing, causing
a negligible voltage drop across this resistance.
Then the normal low-frequency bias is resumed
and the signal passes through to the loud-
speaker.

Let Us Follow a Signal !

Just to make the matter quite clear, let
us follow a signal in from the aerial. After
high-frequency amplification, the signal comes
to the diode detector and by flowing down the
resistances R, and R, increases the high-fre-
quency bias so that a certain strength shall
not be exceeded.

It travels now as a low-frequency signal

- through ¢, to the grid of the low- frequency

valve, ThlS valve is badly over-biased in a
negative direction so that the signal cannot
pass through at the moment. At the same

time, however, the squelch grid bias has also
become more negative in the same way as the
high-frequency grid.

This means that the current flowing
through the squelch anode circuit is cut oﬂ
so that the excessive negative bias to the
low-frequency valve is removed.

This allows the signal coming through via
c, to be amplified in the approved manner.
Care must be taken that the values of the
resistances are chosen so that the squelch
action is not too heavy or all stations except
the most powerful ones will be lost.

As a rule the squelch tapping is made
variable so that the extent of squelching is
left to the operator’s discretion.

Some Loud-speaker!

MONGST the exhibits at the recent
Berlin Radio Show it is stated that the
inventor of a 150-watt low-frequency amplifier
of a new design claimed that speech or music
by this means could be broadcast over a radius
of several kilometers.

According to calculations made to attain
the same degree of volume, it would be necess-
ary to employ fifteen million human voices !

What a useful gadget to have handy when
desiring to drown your neighbour’s gramophone
or his distorted version of Henry Hall’'s dance
transmissions ! 1.G. A
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An Active Amateur

DESCRIPTION OF TRANSMITTER AND RECEIVER

MATEUR station G5FC, owned and
A operated by F. D. Cawley, of Reddish,
Stockport, was licensed in 1929 for
transmission at input powers up to 10 watts.
Two years later the permit was increased to
50 watts, and the present transmitter is
designed to make full use of this higher power.
. The framework is made of angle-iron, giving
great stability, and, taking also into considera-
tion the weight of the five mains transformers
and two chokes on the lower storey, making the
whole transmitter a compact mass which is
beyond the power of one man to
.move after it has beer manceuvred {
into position ! L I
i

Power from House Mains

Actually, the transmitter stands
about 6 ft. high and is about 214 ft.
wide and deep. All power is taken
from the 230-volt house mains with
the exception of grid bias, which is #
.obtained from two 60-volt dry bat-
teries. The mains equipment is all |
on the lower platform, and comprises
separate filament transformers for
each valve, and two distinct valve

¢ The transmitter stands about 6 ft. high and
1s about 2% ft. wide and deep. All power is
taken from the house mains >®

rectifiers, each of which has its own smoothing
filter. The first of these supplies 500 wvolts
from a U8 valve, and the second 1,000 volts
from two GUI mercury vapour half-wave
rectifier valves, both these values being R.M.S.
There is thus a voltage of about 1,400 volts
D.C. on the plate of the last valve, which is a
Mullard SWso0.

The circuit is quite straightforward. Two
valves of the LS5B class are mounted directly
on the upper shelf, and their associated cir-
cuits are shielded from the rest of the trans-
mitter by means of copper gauze.

By means of a switch, either of two crystals
can be brought inte the grid circuit of one of
these valves: one crystal oscillates in the
amateur 3.5 megacycle band, while the other
is ground to the special frequency used by the
Royal Naval Wireless Auxiliary Reserve.

i ‘? . s e
-

Another switch selects the LS5B wvalve
which is to be used as the crystal oscillator.

To put it simply, when it is desired to work on |

8o metres, the right-hand valve is used, and
the power amplifier is also tuned to 8o metres.
The other LS5B is not used.

To operate on 40 metres, the left-hand valve
is used as crystal oscillator on 8o metres, the
other LS5B being tuned to 40 metres. The
power amplifier is then tuned to 40 metres.

It is also possible to work on 20 metres by
tuning the power amplifier to that band, in

“ The receiver is a modest two-valve
Reinartz affair which gives ample volume
from most morse signals’’

which case the SW50 valve works also as a
frequency doubler.

All controls are brought from the trans-
mitter to the operating table, by means of a
multi-cable, to a bank of switches, which -are
easily controlled whilst the gear is being used.

Modest Two-valve Receiver

The receiver is a modest two-valve Reinartz
affair which gives ample volume from most
morse signals. The extremely simple design
gives an exceedingly high signal to noise ratio
which is all-important in code reception.

To the right of the receiver are the trans-
mitting key, and the filter which has been
designed to eliminate the clicks produced
whilst keying.

All continents have been worked, including
forty-five countries. About 1,500 QSL cards,
for which there is no longer room on the walls,
are stacked away in a corner of thé shack.
A few of the more interesting ones, together
with one or two photographs, collected from
all over the world, surround the two large maps.

What the Neon Lamp Is For

Visitors often ask what is the purpose of the
neon lamp, which can be seen mounted to the
side of the transmitter in the photograph.
Firstly, it is arranged so that immediately the
first power switch is turned on, the lamp glows
brightly, giving a g¢onstant warning to the
operator of the danger of making adjustments
without switching off and discharging the
filter condensers, some of which hold their
charge for long periods.

The second reason is that it is invaluable
for tuning purposes. The- lamp is simply
held close to one of the tank coils, the gas

inside it becoming most brightly ignited when

the circuit is perfectly in tune.

@ maleur W'welzﬂ

S. @. Brotun
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Invented in 1910 still the
Most Modern in 1934
Headphones. in. use to-day
are required for special
purposés‘and only Brown’s
’Phones in one of their
various forms are sufficiently
sensitive.

These are made to-day by
the same staff, tools, quality
material as in years past
at Brown’s at Acton.
Write for latest particulars
to the sole manufacturers :
NATIONAL RADIO SERVICE CO.

15-16 ALFRED PLACE, LONDON, W.C.|

LwvmZOIwO>»mI

DOUBLE YOUR VALVE OUTPUT

WITHOUT COST
‘““TWINIL,"” a clever Valve-doubling Device
makes this possible. Highly praised by
Wireless Press as “something new with very
great possibilities.”” Post free with full instruc-
tions to make a 2-Valve Receiver equalling 3-4
Valves, 2/6.: Details stamp.’

Eastern Radio.Co., 35D. Waterloo. Street, Kinz's Lynn
NANA

Owned a marvelloys radio-sct

DBut riception uad bad—

It made her quite sad —

NOW it's soldered wi{h
FLUXITE—you bet!

Sec that FLUXITE is always by you—in the house—
garage—workshop—anywhere where simple speedy solder.
ing is needed. Of all Tronmongers—in tins, 43, 8., 1/4
and 2/3. Ask to see the Fluxite Pocket Soldering Sct
complete with full instructions—7/6. Ask also for
Leaflet on CASE HARDENING and HARDENING
TOOLS with FLUXITE.

THE FLUXITE GUN

is* a handy and economical tool that
enables you to put the Fluxite exactly
where you want it on the soldering job.

Also used to project grease into bearings,
etc.—like a miniature
grease gun. Just fill
the nozzle portion—
half fill the cap—put
together and press as

ired:
require: X 1/6

ALL MECHANICS W/ZL W

FLUXITE

IT SIMPLIFIES ALL SOLDERING

R

F|nxi0.e'l.ld., (Tept. 326), Dragen Works, Bermondscy Street. S.L.1.
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PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS

Pcvertisements under this head are charged
TH REEPENCE PERWORD, minimumcharge
THREE SHILLINGS. DEPOSIT SYSTEM.

As the publist ers cannot accept responsibility for the Sona
fides of adverticers in this section, they have introduced
a system of deposit which it is recommended should bz
ad opted by readers when dealing with persons with whom
they are unacquainted. 1t is here explained.

Intending purchasers should forward to the Publishers
the amount of the purchase money of the article advertised.
This will be acknowledged to both the Depositor and the
Vendor, whose names and addresses must necessarily be
given. The deposit is retained until advice is received of
the completion of the purchase, or of the article ha_v,ng
been returned to and accepted by the Vendor. In addition
to the amount of the deposit, a Fee of 6d. for sums of £1
and under, and Is. for amounts in excess of £1, to cover
postage, etc., must be remitted at the same time. In cases
of persons not resldent within the United angdom, double
{ecs are charged.

The amount of the Deposit and Fee must be remitted by
Postal Order or Registered Letter (Cheques cannot be

accepted), addressed to .
¢ Amateur Vireless,® Advertisement Department,
58/61 Fetter Lanc, London, E.C.4.

CONSTRUCTORS of (oils, Transformers, and Chokes.
Lists now ready.—Lumen Electric Co., ¥ Searlsbrick
Avenue, Litherland, Liverpoot 21.

ANTED.—Good Modern Wireless Parts, Sets, Elimi-

yators, Meters, Valves, Speakers, ete. Spot Cash
waiting. Exchanges. Send or bring. We pay more than
any other dealer. Open 9-8.—University Radlo, 142
Drummond Street, Euston, N.W.1.

E PRAGTIGAL TELEVISION HANDBOOK,” 1/-. By
B. Bennett, A.T.8. Supplied by Bennett Television
Co.. Redhill, Surrey.

MICROAMMETERS.- -New horlzontal, 2!in. disls, 0 to
260 microamps, 12/6, post free with chart.—Crescent
Meters, 17 Gillles Street, lLondon, N.W.5. Stamp for
particulars.

BANK RUPT BARGAINS.—List free with 3-valve diagram.
Five years straight dealing with “A. W.” readers, and
my prices are definitely lower. Get my quotation first.
1 have always clearance lines in new receivers and com-
ponents. Large stock. Regentone WI1A elimluatars,
30 m/A., 32/6.; W54, with Trickle Charger, 40/-. Triotron
valves, trade supplied. 'Celestion PPM/W M.C. §peakers,
16/6. Lotus 3-gang Condensers, 10/6; 2-uzang, 7/6.
Screened Iton-cored Coils, 2/4. Transformers, 1/6. Lotus
2-ganged Coils, 10/6. Part exchange. Secondhand Lissen
Skyscraper, Cabinet aud Valves, 30/-.—Butlin 143b Presten
Road, Brighton. Preston 4030.

LISTEN to the

“RADIO PICTORIAL

Celebrity Concerts from
the Continent!

See details In this week’s issue, price 3d.

INFORMATION BUREAU

Will every querist please observe the follow-
ing revised rules?

Pleasc write concisely, giving essential particulars.

A fee of one shilllng, postal order (not stamps),
a stamped, addressed envelope and the coupon oa
this page must accompany all queries.

Not more than two questions should be sen® at
any time.

The designing of apparatus or receivers cannot be
undertaken.

Slight modifications of a straightforward nature
coly can be made to blueprints, For more scrious
alterations the minimum charge is 2/6.

Blueprints supplied by us will be charged for in
dddition, but, of course, readers may sead their owa
blueprints for alteration.

Modifications to proprietary receivers and designs
rublished by contemporary journals cannot ba
nndertaken. Readers’ sets and components canoot
Le tested by us. Queries eannot be answeted by
telephone or personally. Readers ordering blue-
prints and requiring technical information in addi-
ticn should address a separate letter to the Infor-
mation Bureau and should see that thelr remit-
tance covers the price of the Blueprint and ths
smount of the query fee.

We do not answer queries in cases where
the fee is omitted.

Queries should be addressed to the Query Dept.,

348

FURTHER AMAZING BARGAINS IN BATTERY AND
ALL-ELECTRIC RECEIVERS BY OLYMPIA RADIO Ltd,

MARCONI 2-VALVE BATTERY RECEIVER, Seif con-
¥1 tained Speaker, Batteries, etc. Complete with Marconi
Valves, H.T. & Accumulator. Brand new. List 4 guineas.
Our Price, 42/6.
ALBA MODEL 56 A.C. 5-Valve Superhet. Complete
with all Valves. Ready for working. List price
14 guineas. OQur price £8 15s.
ALBA MODEL 67 A.C. As albove, but in magnificent
Walnut Console Cabinet. List price 16 guineas. Our
price £9 15s.
LBA MODEL 23.--5-Valve Battery Superhet. - Class B
Output. Moving Coil Speaker. List 14 guineas.
Our price £7 15s.
ERRANT} * GLORIA * MODEL.—A. (. Console 7-Valve
Superhet in beautiful 2-tone Walunt Cabinet. List
£30 9s. Our price 16 guineas.
E.C. MODEL $.H.5.—5 Valve A.C. Superhet in pleasing
= Waluut Cabinet. Latest refinements, Tone Control
ete. List price 14 guineas. Our price, £8 19s. 6d.
G E.C. MODEL S.H.8.—8-Valve A.C. Superhet. Knife
= edge selectivity. A.V.C. Noise suppressor, ete.
List £22 1s. Our price, 14 guineas.
MCMICMAEL TWIN SUPERVOX 4-Valve \.C. Bandpass
Westinghouse rectification. 2 Emnergised Moving-Coil
Speakers. Interference Switch, ete. List 18 gnineas.
Our price, 13 guineas.
OLUMBIA 4-VALVE SCREEN
RECEIVER —Complete with all Valves. A truly
remarkable recciver. List 16 gnineas. Our price, £0 5.
OLUMBIA 4-VALVE BATTERY RADIOGRAM.—Com-
plete with Valves. A superb instrument. List 22
guineas. Owr price, 13 gnineas.
LTRA “ LYNX' A.C. RADIOGRAM.—4-Valve All-
Electric. Marvellons reproduction of Radio or
Records. List 18 guineas. Our price, 12 guineas.
ATLAS P.M. MOVING COIL SPEAKERS.—Suitablte for
any output. List 42/-. Our price, 14/11. An
Amazing Bargain.
ELESTION P.P.M/W, P.M. MOVING-COIL SPEAKER.
—Suitable for Pentode or Power. List 45/-. Our
price, 17/6.
MILLGATE A.C. TRICKLE CHARGER.- Westingzhouse
Metal Rectifter. Charges 2, 4 or 6 volt Accumutators.
200/250 volt A.C.Input. List price, 27/6. Our price, 17/6.
RADIOPHONE PICK-UP AND ARM.—Complete with
Volune Control. List 30/-. Our price, 17/8.
wONDER MICROPHONES.—List 12/6. Our price, 4/9,

GRID BATTERY

THE above receivers are mostly brand new decontrolled
models.  We have large numbers of slightly shop-soiled
or second-hand models in addition. Lists post-free on

application. Also numerous other Bargains in Speakers,
Eliminators and Componentsa.
TERMS.—-Cash With Order,

Carriage Paid.
EVERYTHING guaranteed 0.K. Money refunded if not

satisfactory. Please mention this paper when replying.
OLVMPIA RADIO LIMITED, Mail Order Departinent,
B 49a Shudehill, Manchester. Branches it all principal
'owns.

or C.O.D. Al Goods

CLOCK-FACE DIALS
To the Editor of AMATEUR WIRELESS
HE attention of this department has been
drawn to an article in AMATEUR WIRELESS
for February 24, 1934, entitled ‘‘ A Revtlution
in Tuning Dials,” by T. W. Ridge, AM.ILE.E.

We wish to bring to your notice our Patent
Specification No. 278,793, which describes an
invention made by Mr. Albert Hall, our Chief
Radio Engineer, in 1926. As you will see, this
is the same thing as that described by Mr.
Ridge, except that our description is given
having regard to a ratio of 10 : 1, but, of course
it is obvious that this could be 12 : 1

We have pleasure in informing you that this
patent is no longer in force, so that any of your
readers who are interested in this device are
at liberty to make it without infringing our
patent rights.

Our object in writing this letter is simply to
draw your attention to the fact that this
device originally emanated from our labora-
tories, and to enable you to inform your
readers-that they are free to construct it.

FERRANTI, LTD.
M. E. Sions
(Manager, Patents Dept.)

Hollinwood, Lancs. [1147

v

Radio-Gram

65/' Cabinet for 35/'
NO MIDDLE PROFITS

Finest Radio Furniture us

supplird 10 B.B.C.
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LAST SEPT. BARGAINS !

at the #GOLD-MINE” STORES, LONDON

LISTED SUPPLEMENTARY TO THE ‘RADIO GOLD
MINE.” ENCLOSE 3d. STAMPS FOR COPY TO-DAY.
THE GREATEST SURPLUS LISTS IN RADIO.

’)5 . FEW ONLY, CRESLEY A.C. (200-250 volt) 2-valve

MV /T Receivers. Brand new. )List 6 guineas.)

27/6 CLASS B A.C. ELIMINATOR KITS, with full

assembly instructions.

22/ CLB. Il SEALED KITS. An unprecedented

bargain.

20 I FEW ONLY. Shop solled. 5-valve and 8.G.1IY
/T Portables. Gifts at the price. Less Valves and

Batteries.

18/6 S.G. HI KITS.

Full diagrams.

Complete in scaled cartons,

17/ A.C. ELIMINATOR KITS, 25 m.a. -Stute main3
voltage.
ORMOND PERMANENT MAGNET P.M.

14/6
12/6
10/6
10/6
10/-
8/6

6/10
6/6

5/11
5/-

4/11
4/11
4/11

SPEAKERS (list 27/6).

SHORT WAVE [l VALVE KITS.
the world.

CLASS B CONVERSION KITS.
sealed carton.
STRAIGHT 11l KITS. In sealed carton, with
full instructions. .
SAMPLE BARGAIN COMPONENTS PARCEL.
Guaranteed value 30/- to 40/-.

SHORT WAVE ADAPTOR KITS, complete to Iast
serew. Full instructions.

BLUE SPOT 66K SPEAKER UNITS. List 15/-.

D.C. ELIMINATOR KITS, with full Instructions
and sundries, Sealed.

UTILITY TWIN GANG condensers with S.M.
disc drive (list 12/6).

SAMPLE BARGAIN SUNDRIES PARCEL. Guaran-
teed value, 15/- to 20/-.

A.V.C. UNITS (list 10/-), with full instructions
for anv hattery receiver.

WESTINGHOUSE H.T.5 RECTIFIERS.

H.T.8, H.T.9 MAINS TRANSFORMERS, boxed.
LISSEN OUTPUT TRANSFORMERS, 1:1, 3:1
8:1, 23 :1 (list 17/6).

"WESTINGHOUSE L.T. RECTIFIERS, !
4 volt, ¢ volt.

WESTERN ELECTRIC MIKES (list 21/-), a real
quality microphone.

FAST AND SLOW-MOTION air-spaced Variable
Condensers.

BRITISH RADIOPHONE DRUM DIALS

(list 8/86).

SHOP SALES and DISPATCH DEPTS:

Now trau~ferred to 24, Aldersgate St. E.C.1.
MALL ORDERS and CORRESPONDENCE

as Lefore to 23, Bartholomew Close, London E.C.1.
Telephone all depts. NATionul 7473

BRITISH RADIOPHONE VOLUME CONTROLS,
10, 50, 100,000 ohms.

BRITISH RADIOPHONE FULL vizlon straight
line, dial and knob.

COLUMBIA L.F. TRANSFORMER, 3:1, 5:1
(list 10/6).

AMPLION SUPER CONE UNITS. Worth 7/6.

IRON CORED DUAL-RANGE COILS, with

diagrams.

2 3 VARLEY SQUARE PEAK DUAL RANGE COILS
/ (list 15/-), boxed with fuil diagrams.

1/1 1 L.F. CHOKES, 20 hen., 30 hen. Worth 5/6.

1 11 SCREENED DUAL-RANGE COILS with G-term.
ba

Will tune io
Complete in

amp.,._

2/11
2/11
2/1
2/6
2/6

se.
1/11 MICROPHONE TRANSFORMERS, 100 : 1. Worth
20 Len. Chokes (list £/6), 1/11.
gd $.-WAVE H.F. CHOKES; Med. and long wave,
ohms to 500,000 ohms, 5/- doz.
3d Lach Fixed condensers, .0001 to .0005, .001 to
s 006, also 1. .2, 6d.
produced, with a generai price level lower than ever before.
Avoid delay. Send (enclosing-3d. stamps) to-duy.

treble.
1 10 READY RADIO SHORT WAVE COILS. G terminal
/ base (11st 6/6).
1/2 ASTRA DIFFERENTIALS, .0001, .00015, .C003.
1/2 WAVEMASTER MICA DIELECTRIC Variabte
Condensers 0003, .0005.
11d BROWNIE DUAL-RANGE COILS, with reaction.
= Heisby 2-mfd. condensers, 11d.
10d. Glazite .3d. 10 ft. roll. k
7d MICROPHONE BUTTONS, very sensitive, worth
s 3/-.  V.holders, 4. 5 pin 3d. ; 7 pin, 6d.
6d ERIE 1-WATT RESISTANCES, All slzes, 100
.
4d 1-WATT RESISTANCES, all sizes, 250-100,000
= ohms, 1-5 megs., 2 watt, 9d.
4d SPECIAL OFFER, SPAGHETYT! RESISTANCES.
® Al sizes, 1,000-70,000 ohms. Or 3/- doz.
L0086,
3d ONLY, POST FREE. Enclose 3d. stamps to-day for
e yvour September number of THE *“ RADIO GOLD-
MINE.” By far the most comprehensive lists of up-to-
date surplus poods (Kits, Components and Accessories) yet
ONDON EAST CENTRAL TRADING COMPANY
(Dept. A.112), 23, Bartholomew Close, London, E.C.1,
(Telephone: NATional 7473). Immediate delivery.
24 hour service. Cash or €.0.D.

;emateu‘- Wireless,” 58/61 Fetter Lane, London, Secure your copy of the September Radio Gold-Mine to-day.
:.C.4,

THE “GOLD-MINE”’ STORES

o2 & L %¢ ! Cabinet (A.M.) Works, Bexleyheath, Near London. “‘THE RADIO MARKET PLACE OF THE WORLD.”

Ttk - INFORMATION BUREAU Printed in Great Britain for the Proprietors and Publishers, BERNARD Jones

mateur; WQLQS COUPON PUBLICATIONS, LD., 58-61 Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4, by The Sun Engraving

i Available until: Saturday, Co.,Ltd., London and Watford. Sole Agents for South Africa: CENTRAL NEws

FEE 1/- ' AgeNcy, LivuiTen.  Sole Agents for Australia and New Zealand: Gorbon &

OCTOBER 6, 1934

GoTcH (A's1A), Lizutko,

Saturday, September 29, 1934.
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Constiructor (rusaders
Get the Best Out of Radio!

] i [ P r_ e = —_— S e e o S PSS S | e— e
THE PRZVILEGES OF ﬂ o Constructor ‘Crusaders, ‘* Amateur Wireless,” ¥
MEMBERSHIP i e e

| —Every'Constructor Crusader will receive a full-size blueprint,
* immediately on publication, of each of the four star sets to
be described in ‘' Amateur Wireless "’ during the 1934-35

Please enrol me «as «a 'member of the ‘Constructor Crusaders. |
«enclose postal order for |s. to cover postage on four free blueprints
season. The first is the Crusaders’ A.V.CA4, presented on | and office expenses (and -also an extra Is. for 'buttonhole badge).*
fugust 18; other sets will be released on-October 3 (1934), and ' It is understood that | shall be entitled to free technical advice on
Jar.uary 23and March 13 (1935). 4 :any matters concerning ‘the four free :blueprint sets. My name and I

—Every :member will aiso be entitled to free technicdl advice address -are:
in connection with any or all of the four special Crusader 4
sets mentioned above (each query must be accompanied by a
stamped and addressed envelope for the reply). In the case of
queries regarding any other “‘Amateur Wireless sets the
usual rules of the Information Bureau must be gbserved.

—All Constructor Crusaders are invited to contribute ideas

° and suggestions to the Constructor Crusaders’ Corner.

Construciive suggestions will be specially helpful and will be

interpreted by the °* Amateur Wireless ’ Technical® Staff as
far as possible to the advaritage of all set builders. - - -

for office use only.

—Immediately 'his application for membership has been l Yalue -of -Postdl ‘Order -Enclosed S -|

sy zemd s

Septeniber 29, 1934

* approvedevery Constructor Crusader will receive a certificate | No. c B L
of membership. Note that the membership number must be oo o W S
cuoted in all future correspondence.
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