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Foreword

Sir Michael Swann
Chairman of the BBC

The BBC’s 1976 Handbook comes out at a
time of great national difficulty. Now, more
than ever, people look to the BBC for wholly
reliable information, for an expression of
the innumerable concerns of the nation, and
especially perhaps, for laughter and pleasure
in every home.

Our programmes, we hope, help to sustain
the national morale, not by pumping out
propaganda, or by concealing the truth about
the dark sides of national life, but by broad-
casting the best we can of those things that
our Royal Charter enjoins us to provide -
information, entertainment and education.

When the whole future of broadcasting,
and hence the BBC, is under review by a
committee of inquiry with very wide terms of
reference, 1 believe it is wise to remember the
value of what we do at present, and the good
work that we have put out, in spite of great
difficulties, throughout the last year.

1 want also to spell out once again our
continuing aim and purpose. It is to broad-
cast programmes which are as good as we can
make them, and which offer the widest var-
iety of choice and opportunity to a public,
not one member of which is quite like any
other.

7
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Part one

Annual Report & Accounts

of the British Broadcasting Corporation
for the year 1974-~75

as submitted to the Secretary of State for
the Home Department in accordance with
Article 18 of the BBC’s Royal Charter

The Board of Governors

Membership as at 31 March 1975  Appointed

Sir Michael Swann, Frs Chairman 1.1.73

Lady Avonside, OBE

National Governor for Scotland 1.5.71

Dr Glyn Tegai Hughes .
National Governor for Wales 1.11.71 )

Bill O'Hara, Esq.
National Governor for Northern

Ireland 25.10.73

The Lord Allan of Kilmahew,

DSO, OBE, RD 1.7.71

Roy Fuller, Esq., CBE 1.1.72

Tony Morgan, Esq. 1.1.72

George Howard, Esq., DL 15.2.72

The Lord Feather of the City of

Bradford, cBE 25.5.73

The Lord Greenhill of Harrow,

GCMG, OBE 8.11.73

Mrs Stella Clarke 1.2.74
8
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Introductory

The financial position

It is inevitable that this report should open,
like its predecessor, with a discussion of
financial matters. Inflationary pressures on
a scale never before encountered during 53
years of broadcasting turned a modest surplus
of £792,000 on 31 March 1974 into a deficit
approaching £19 million by 31 March 1975.
Indeed, for the first time in the history of the
BBC, major cuts have had to be made in
broadcasting services for financial reasons.
Exactly a year ago it was stated in the
Annual Report for 1973-74 that the time had
come when the BBC could no longer finance
its operations from its existing income in a
period of rampant inflation. An increase in the
licence fec, it was said, would be needed in
1975. In the event, after a protracted period of
negotiation, the Home Secretary announced
on 29 January 1975 that the monochrome and
colour television licences would be increased
from £7 to £8 and from £12 to £18 respec-
tively, starting on 1 April. The Home Secre-
tary said on that occasion that a failure on the
Government’s part to make reasonable
provision for rising costs would entail cuts of
such severity as to damage the whole balance
of services which the Corporation had
achieved, and he described these services as a
national asset as well as an important part of
individual amenity. The BBC, he went on,
must recognise the need for some economies
and the public for some limited reduction in
the level of services that the licence fee
sustained in 1974. The Home Secretary had
said it was hoped that the settlement would
last for three years, though it was difficult to
make predictions. ‘The settlement must last

9

for at least two years’, he said, ‘and if there
were to be any earlier review . . . it would be
for the BBC to make a case in relation both
to its own economy and to the external
circumstances with which it was con-
fronted.’

What the Home Secretary called a limited
reduction in the level of services became in
fact, and of necessity, a surgical operation as
far as the BBC was concerned. It represented
a historic reversal for the BBC after years of
steady expansion. At the turn of the year, the
BBC had already initiated a number of
measures of retrenchment, whose effect was
quickly felt by the radio and television audi-
ences. Hours of broadcasting were cut,
programmes withdrawn and choices curtailed.
During the period of waiting for the Home
Secretary’s announcement, the BBC had
considered what else might have to go if the
licence fee were not increased sufficiently.
When the increase was announced, it proved
possible to leave the general shape of the
BBC’s services unchanged, but in order to
have any hope of meeting the policy require-
ments indicated by the Home Secretary the
BBC had to embark upon a reduction in total
expenditure of about 6 per cent, with all that
that might mean in terms of employment of
staff and artists, and of delays in important
capital projects, already affected by restric-
tions on capital expenditure in the public
sector.

The BBC’s broad strategic aim, on certain
assumptions about the control of inflation, is
to arrive at 31 March 1976 with its deficit
reduced from the present level to about £10
million. It aims to hold the deficit at that
level, which coincides with the maximum
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permissible temporary borrowing under the
Charter, for a further year thereafter. But the
‘external circumstances’ mentioned by the
Home Secretary are the current unpredictable
rates of increase in costs and future variations
in the rate of increase in colour television
licences. Whether these rates will exceed or
fall short of the BBC’s estimates no one can
tell. The date of the next application for a
licence fee increase, being dependent on two
unpredictable variables, must be uncertain.

During July and August of the year under
review, after many months of statutory
restriction, settlements of weekly and monthly
pay, and of conditions of service for monthly
paid staff, were made in line with the BBC’s
declared salary policy, upheid by the Court
of Inquiry under Mr. E. T. C. Grint in 1969,
that its scales should stand comparison with
those applied to a range of broadly similar
Jjobs outside the BBC. The Board had resolved
as early as the beginning of April 1974 to
seek the earliest opportunity to restore the
BBC salaries to the levels of comparability
which had prevailed before the period of
restraint. The opportunity to do so came
with the removal of statutory restrictions
and the restoration of free collective bargaining
in July. The monthly pay settlement was for
a time a matter of some political controversy,
during which it was alleged that the BBC had
settled at 30 per cent or more—and breached
the Social Contract. The terms of the settle-
ment actually reached in July involved an
overall increase in the pay bill of just under 21
per cent. If threshold payments previously
agreed are also taken into account the
overall increase was about 263 per cent. In
February 1975, an independent source (Incomes
Data Services Limited) concluded that the
size of the settlement was not significantly
out of line with the rest of the public
sector.

Between 1 April 1974 and 31 March 1975,
the number of colour television licences
increased from 5,558,146 to 7,580,322. This
was very much in line with the BBC’s budget
forecast. Its estimate for 1975-76 is that the

increase will be rather smaller. Now that the
difference between monochrome and colour
licence fees is £10 the BBC loses £1 million
for every 100,000 by which the increase in
colour licences falls short of the estimate. The
combined effects of the general recession and
of the substantial increase in the rate of
V.A.T. on purchases and rental agreements
may be serious.

The BBC’s other sources of general income
- licence revenue apart — are Publications and
Enterprises. The year 1974-75 was one of the
worst in the history of publishing. BBC Pub-
lications had hoped to make a profit again
after its first recorded loss of £14,000 in
1973-74, but an aggravation of industrial
troubles combined with the sharply rising cost
of paper to bring about a loss of £29,000 in
1974-75. They had been accustomed in recent
years to making six-figure profits after tax.
Against this background, however, the con-
tinued success of Radio Times and of general
publications (notably the late Jacob Bronow-
ski’s The Ascent of Man and Alistair Cooke’s
America) was most encouraging. Enterprises
had another good year, with profits of over
£1 million. Although such profits, after tax,
provide a useful contribution to the total
income of the BBC - and still more useful
when seen against the deficit in broadcasting -
this is only one aspect of the revenue derived
from the exploitation of BBC programmes and
facilities overseas. Direct investment in the
production of BBC programmes by overseas
broadcasters and other organisations in
return for broadcasting and distribution
rights brought in a further £1} million hard
cash, which expressed in terms of the sales
value of these rights represents a turnover of
some £2} million. The gross revenue from the
sale by Enterprises of BBC programmes,
records and merchandising throughout the
world amounted to over £5 million and the
proceeds from English by Radio and Tele-
vision and the Transcription Service added a
further £} million. In all, the total sales value
of BBC programmes and facilities in the world
market was some £8 million in 1974-75.
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Industrial relations

With one principal exception, relations
between the BBC and the five recognised
Unions (ABS, NUJ, EETPU, NATTKE and
SOGAT) have remained reasonably good in
the past year. The BBC has particularly wel-
comed the formation of a National Joint
Council through which the five unions can
speak with a united voice.

The exception was the strike, in the summer
of 1974, of some 90 production assistants in
television drama and light entertainment over
a grading claim. An account of the strike, its
causes and solution, is given in the Personnel
chapter below. The dispute has to be seen in
the context of a much larger problem of
comparative earnings of different groups
within the BBC which was solved by the
settlement on conditions of service for staff in
the management production and ecditorial
structure in August 1974, at the same time as
the pay agreement for such staff.

The year in television

For BBC Television, the year was one of
difficulties overcome, of considerable achieve-
ment despite the industrial unrest already
mentioned and the increasing need for
economies at every level, culminating in the
cut-back of afternoon and late evening pro-
grammes. Perhaps the most notable all-round
achievements were those of the Outside
Broadcasts Group, which often operated on a
large scale in several places at once. The
summer of 1974 saw the World Cup success-
fully covered, and the evidence of audience
research indicated how worthwhile had been
the effort put into this operation. Some 14
million and 164 million had watched Scot-
land’s two most important games on BBC-1
alone, while the final between West Germany
and Holland had attracted a total UK
audience of about 23} million (of which the
BRBC estimated its share at about 17 million).
Clearly, there were many millions here who —
for better or worse — were indoors watching

Introductory 11

television, when in a normal summer they
would be sitting out in the garden or other-
wise engaged. This big outside broadcasts
effort (which included also the provision of a
signal for many Commonwealth countries
and American broadcasting stations) took
place at a time when the department was very
heavily engaged in providing all the normal
coverage of such highlights of the English
sporting summer as tennis from Wimbledon,
and the series of home Test Matches, which
in 1974 were in turn against India and Paki-
stan.

For a long time it had been the ambition
of the Television Service to provide rather
fuller coverage of the winter Test Matches.
Improved coverage of the series in Australia
was achieved as a result of a combined opera-
tion that involved much use of satellite
communication and notable skill on the part
of video-tape engineers in London.

One other — rather more modest — outside
broadcast turned itself into a star show. This
was Mastermind, an enjoyably erudite quiz
competition before a live audience. Originally
this programme had been placed very late on a
Monday evening, but as the result of an
unexpectedly required re-scheduling, Master-
mind suddenly found itself placed at the peak
viewing time of 8.30 pm on a Thursday.
Overnight the programme became a huge
success.

Open Door came into its own during the
year as an accepted and established part of
television’s service to the public — no longer
an experiment in ‘access’ but a tried and tested
programme.

Shortage of money, and some industrial
dislocation, were important factors in the
decision to repeat more programmes than
usual. Normally BBC Television only repeats
individual programmes and series of outstand-
ing merit, being careful to leave a reasonable
interval, usually longer than a year, between
origination and second showing. However, in
1974-75 some series had to be repeated too
soon, causing them to miss the larger audience
they deserved and attracting some criticism
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from press and public alike. A selection from
Colditz was also repeated a little too soon for
some addicts on a Sunday evening.

The BBC continued to fortify its output
with extra finance acquired through the
system of co-financed productions and by the
purchase of the best from abroad. The most
notable co-productions were Churchill’s
People, a series of 26 plays based on passages
from Winston Churchill’s 4 History of the
English Speaking Peoples, on BBC-1; and,
starting at the very end of the period under
review, The Fight Against Slavery, a six-part
dramatised documentary made by Christopher
Ralling on BBC-2. Churchill’s People proved
something of a disappointment. It was not the
disaster that some journalists claimed, but
the early episodes were obscure rather than
illuminating — and the series did not reach the
kind of standard set by Elizabeth R until it
came to a story about the Paston family of
Norfolk in the fifteenth century. By contrast
The Fight Against Slavery had some claim
to be the most distinguished series of the year.
The very delicate subject of the slave trade,
and of its abolition by William Wilberforce
and his associates, was tackled with fine
historical objectivity and imaginative filming
on location in Sierra Leone and Jamaica.

Undoubtedly Kojak turned out to be the
outstanding purchase for the ycar. The like-
able Manhattan cop became as familiar a
figure in Britain as in some parts of the
United States. In any one year, many Ameri-
can programmes are turned down by the
BBC, because they are either too violent,
stereotyped, hackneyed or sentimental. The
best, like Kojak or Alias Smith and Jones, are
taken. The BBC has been looking round to see
if it cannot get more of this kind of output
from Europe. The first results have been two
series of some distinction, The Accursed
Kings and Six Scenes from a Marriage. The
originals of the first of these were made in
French, as Les Rois Maudits by ORTF. It
re-created the genuinely melodramatic atmo-
sphere of the court of the kings of France in
the stormy period that followed the death of

Philip the Fair in 1314. It was based on the
work of Maurice Druon. The most acceptable
way of showing it on BBC-2 was through the
use of English sub-titles. For a small audience
the result was very successful. For the future,
other similar series from Europe would
obviously have more chance if the need for
sub-titles could be avoided by arranging for all
the speech to be re-created in English. This
was attempted late in the year with the Swed-
ish originals of Ingmar Bergman’s Six Scenes
from a Marriage. The result was not wholly
satisfactory. Viewers in Britain are not yet
as accustomed to watching dubbed program-
mes on television as their fellow Europeans.

In comedy Ronnie Barker added a whole
new dimension to his art by his performance
in the series Porridge in which he played the
part of an old lag ‘doing his bird’ in prison.
Many thought this series had the quality of a
documentary on life ‘inside’, while in poig-
nancy it recaptured some of the magic of
Steptoe and Son at its best. Dave Allen con-
tinued to tell the best jokes, normally only
heard in monasteries, outside such precincts,
for the benefit of a larger public. In 77!l Death
Us Do Part, AlIf Garnett was several times
knocked away from his centre-stage position
by having to listen to two of his next-door
neighbours, played by Alfie Bass and Patricia
Hayes. Mike Yarwood continued his tradition
of brilliant impersonations, although many
felt that the take-off of the year was by
Clodagh Rodgers as Cilla Black.

Among the plays of the classical repertory,
the most successful were Sheridan’s The
School for Scandal, The Wood Demon by
Chekhov and the Electra of Sophocles, with
Eileen Atkins as Electra. Her performance
strikingly conveyed the violent world of
ancient Greek tragedy, although some of the
overtones of the original were bound to be
lost on a large modern audience unfamiliar
with the background of Greek myth and
legend. Despite the regular success of Play of
the Month the BBC has long taken pride in
the fact that its contemporary plays, though
controversial, have been the more popular
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with viewers. This year the four most contro-
versial plays, Leeds-United, Just Another
Saturday, Gangsters and The Cheviot, The
Stag and the Black, Black Oil, were also the
most successful. Their controversial themes —
militant strike action, an Orange march in
Glasgow, crime in a mixed racial community
in Birmingham, and a view of the development
of Scotland as exploitation — aroused some
criticism from protagonists in the areas of
dispute with which they dealt, but all received
a generous measure of praise from re-
viewers.

Early in 1974 the Television Service had
managed to launch on the five working days
of the week a thin but very promising strand
of afternoon programmes. It was well aware
of how valuable these could be for the day-
time housebound, particularly women, shift-
workers and all kinds of handicapped people,
for whom television is one of the central joys
of life. So it was particularly sad that these
young programmes had to be among the first
casualties in the economies implemented by
the BBC from the end of 1974. The reluctant
choice was to cut them rather than to cut
dramatically into the main service to viewers
provided each evening and at weckends.

So, overall, 1974-75 was a year of loss as
well as gain. But at least at the end of the
period, the future of the two-network opera-
tion remained assured.

The year in radio

Inevitably the cuts in programmes which
radio, like television, was compelled to intro-
duce for financial reasons, cast a shadow over
the final months of the period under review.
Yet in other respects it was an encouraging
year for radio. The House of Commons
decided to allow an experiment in the sound
broadcasting of its proceedings while a new
BBC community service, Radio Ulster, went
on the air in Northern Treland. Audiences for
BBC Radio were little affected by growing
commercial competition, and the quality of
programmes remained varied and stimulating,
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and included many notable productions of
different kinds.

The cuts in output, however, halted the
steady expansion of the past few years.
Radios 1 and 2 lost more than 45 hours a
week of air-time and the trend of recent years
towards a total separation of the two net-
works was reversed. Radios 3 and 4 also
suffered, being amalgamated on Saturday
afternoons and Tuesday evenings for a total of
six hours a week. In addition, Radio 3’s
closedown time was brought forward to
11.30 pm and the decision had to be taken
not to separate Radio 3 medium wave and
vhf during the 1975 Test Match series. Cricket
commentaries will have to be broadcast on
both.

Despite the growth of commercial radio,
audience figures for BBC Local Radio rose
substantially. During the fourth quarter of
1974, some 1,800,000 people on average
listened to it each day, an increase of 50 per
cent on a year earlier. Early in 1975 this
figure went up at times to over 2 million.
The new service in Northern Ireland increased
the output of local programmes there initially
to 30 hours a week, about twice as much as a
year earlier. Unlike the BBC local stations in
England, Radio Ulster is addressed not to a
single conurbation or community, but to a
widely diverse population of some 14 million
people in large part thinly scattered over an
area as large as Yorkshire. Its aim is to
present a broader reflection of thc life of
Northern Ireland and, as well as providing
fuller coverage of news and current affairs, to
depict activities in the field of the arts and
entertainment throughout the Province.

Among the highlights of the year on net-
work radio was the success of Drama Depart-
ment in winning the Italia Prize for the second
year running, this time with Bill Naughton’s
play The Mystery. Among other outstanding
productions was King Lear with Sir Alec
Guinness, and a newly-commissioned trans-
lation by Bill Morrison of Dostoevsky’s
Crime and Punishment, broadcast in two parts.
Notable feature series included the late Robert
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Cradock’s The British Army, Michael Mason’s
Plain Tales from the Raj, and Alan Burgess’s
The Brave which was concerned with the quiet
heroism of largely unknown people in des-
perate situations. During the year the BBC
took over responsibility for the Robert Mayer
Children’s Concerts and the BBC Symphony
Orchestra went on tour in Austria and
Germany. Another tour — the most ambitious
since the American tour ten years ago — was
planned for May 1975, when the orchestra
had engagements in Japan. These foreign
tours are undertaken at no cost to the BBC or
the licence fee payer.

The year in external broadcasting

Further economies, which amount to £300,000
revenue and £100,000 capital, come into force
in April 1976. As a result, the External
Services will find it necessary for the first time
for many years to make substantial cuts in
their broadcasting services. In suggesiing to
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office ways
of achieving the required savings it was felt
preferable to try to avoid the total elimina-
tion of complete services. Instead, partial
reductions have been planned in some of the
larger vernacular services, and a number of
minor reductions will be made in others.
Thus, the French Language Service will lose
an hour and a quarter a day of its programme
time for Europe, from its present daily total
of 4 hours, the German Service will lose an
hour a day from its present daily total of 4%
hours, and the Arabic Service will lose an
hour from its present total of 10 hours a day.
The Chinese, Bulgarian, Romanian and Thai
Services will each lose 15 minutes a day, and
the Sinhala Service to Sri Lanka, which
currently transmits an hour of programmes
each week, will disappear altogether. In
addition, the supply of weekly recorded
programmes to a number of overseas stations
in Urdu, Hindi, Tamil, Nepali, Dari and
Pashtu will come to an end. The reduction in
capital expenditure is to be achieved through
the further postponement of modernisation

work on the medium-wave relay station in
Cyprus. While the planned reduction in
broadcasting, which amounts to a little over
4 per cent of weekly programme hours, is not
itself of major proportions, it is an indication
that a stage has been reached when cuts in
revenue can no longer be met by reductions in
ancillary activities and must inevitably lead to
a decline in the BBC’s broadcasting effort
overseas at a tinie when it is probably more
successful than ever before in attracting and
holding listeners. As to the cuts in capital
expenditure, they are bound to delay yet
further the programme of modernisation of
out of date transmitters and thus the improve-
ments in audibility which are essential if the
BBC is to keep its end up in the increasingly
competitive world of international broad-
casting.

On the brighter side, agreement has been
reached with the Government of Singapore
for the removal to Singapore of the BBC’s
Far Eastern Relay Station following the termi-
nation by the Malaysian authorities of the
BBC’s licence to broadcast from its present
site at Tebrau in Johore. A suitable site has
been identified on Singapore Island and
terms of a lease and a broadcasting licence
have been agreed. The work of transferring
the station will take up to three years. In the
Caribbean, work cn the new relay station in
Antigua, to be shared with Deutsche Welle, is
proceeding according to schedule and the first
transmitters should be in action in 1976.
When fully operational the station will pro-
vide improved reception for the World
Service in English and the Latin American
Service in Spanish in Central America and in
the northern third of South America.

The year in engineering

On 23 September 1974 the BBC started
regular live transmissions of CEEFAX in a
two-year experiment authorised by the
Government. The purpose of the experiment
was to enable an assessment to be made of the
demand for a CEEFAX service, to determine
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what form it should take and to estimate the
scope for the manufacturers of the equip-
ment. There was keen interest among manu-
facturers and potential users of this BBC
service, in which ‘pages’ of written informa-
tion can be displayed at the viewer’s will on
his television screen, either in substitution for
or in association with the ordinary television
picture. The BBC has no doubt about the
long-term potential of this information
service. It is conducting the experiment
through a team of enthusiasts, and its engi-
neers and editorial staff are constantly refining
and improving the presentation and read-
ability of the information provided by
CEEFAX.

During these last 12 months, the addition
of two main and 30 relay stations to the uhf
transmitter network at a cost of £2 million
has increased its population coverage of the
United Kingdom by one per cent to about 95
per cent. At this stage of the uhf development
programme the progress begins to slow down
as smaller and smaller communities have to be
served. This was always foreseen, and it is
inevitable.

In October 1974 the BBC was represented
at the first part of a conference organised by
the International Telecommunication Union
to prepare a new frequency assignment
plan for sound broadcasting in the long
and medium wavebands. There was a dis-
appointing rcsponse from most delegations to
the West European proposal that the space
between channels be reduced from nine to
eight kilohertz, thus making more channels
available. The conference decided that any
re-assignment of frequencies should be re-
stricted to the minimum consistent with
achieving a uniform channel spacing of nine
kilohertz. For Western Europe and the United
Kingdom in particular, this offers very little
prospect of night-time improvement in radio
reception in the long and medium wavebands.
The second half of the conference is scheduled
for October 1975.

As briefly reported last year, BBC engineers
won their second Queen’s Award in five years

Introductory 15

in April 1974, The award was for techno-
logical innovation with special reference to
the technique known as ‘sound-in-syncs’,
which allows the sound for a television pro-
gramme to be conveyed interleaved with the
picture signal. Technological innovation re-
mains a strong feature of BBC engineering.

The Committee on Broadcasting
Coverage

The report of the committee under Sir
Stewart Crawford was published on 21
November 1974. The BBC welcomed the
report’s endorsement of a number of policies
by which it set great store — notably the
allocation of the fourth television network in
Wales to broadcasting in the Welsh language
and an extension of the local radio system.
The Government subsequently set up a
working party under Mr J. W. M. Siberry,
formerly of the Welsh Office, to work out
arrangements required to provide the fourth
television network in Wales. The BBC was
represented on the working party by its Con-
troller, Wales, and one of its senior engineers.
The working party’s conclusions fall outside the
period covered by this report, but it may be
said that the BBC entered into the discussions
with a keen desire to bring such a service into
being as a means of overcoming one of the
worst of the problems confronting broad-
casters in Wales. In a written answer to a
Parliamentary Question on 21 November
1974, the Home Secretary said that the
greater part of the Report of the Crawford
Committee would fall to the Annan Com-
mittee to consider. Among the matters
subsequently falling to the Annan Committee
to consider was at least one which the BBC
would have preferred to be invited to deal with
without delay. This was the implementation of
the penultimate phase of the uhf development
programme, to serve communities of between
500 and 1,000.

Another of the Committee’s recommenda-
tions was an endorsement of the BBC’s
proposals concerning BBC Radio Ulster,
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which opened on 1 January 1975, providing
a fifth programme choice for listeners in
Northern Ireland.

The Committee on the Future of
Broadcasting

When the committee met for the first time in
July 1974 it had before it the first memoran-
dum of BBC Evidence, entitled Summary of
Development 1962-1974. This gave Lord
Annan and his colleagues a full account of
events since the Government White Paper of
July 1962, which authorised action on a
number of recommendations by the Pilking-
ton Committee. Between July and the end of
the year under review the BBC submitted
several more memoranda on the implementa-
tion of its policies in a number of different
fields and indicated some areas in which it
believed further developments were desirable
within the framework of public service broad-
casting. These memoranda dealt with finance;
programme policies; staff; education; local
radio; choice in television; and regional
broadcasting. Others submitted just after the
end of the year of this report were on the
BBC and the public, and engineering. All the
memoranda just mentioned were later pub-
lished with the approval and encouragement
of the Annan Committee, which had also
received a very large volume of evidence from
many other quarters. In addition to the
evidence submitted by the BBC centrally,
there were important memoranda, submitted
or still to come, from the Scottish and Welsh
Broadcasting Councils and from the General
Advisory Council and other advisory bodies.
Some of these were published shortly after
the end of the year under review. Sessions of
oral evidence to which the BBC was invited
included two in which the Chairman and
Director-General appeared before the Com-
mittee. Others occurred when the Com-
mittee made its first visits to the Television
Service and Radio Directorate and to a
number of regional centres. On all these occa-
sions the BBC aimed to encourage the freest

flow of information from staff to the Com-
mittee.

The BBC’s journalism and the
year’s events

In its coverage of the second general election
in 1974, the one held on 10 October, the BBC
took special care to avoid giving grounds for
any repetition of the charge that election
broadcasting in February had been excessive.
It arranged a break of about an hour between
the end of the main news bulletin on BBC-1
and the resumption of election coverage in
Campaign Special at 10.45 pm. Party election
broadcasts took place earlier than in Feb-
ruary at 9.00 pm. But on Radio 4 in the late
evening a new programme called Election
Platform enabled listeners to hear longer
extracts from the day’s main political speeches
than would ordinarily have been possible in
other bulletins and programmes.

One lesson learned in February had been
the value attached by listeners and politicians
alike to Election Call, the radio phone-in
programme which allows voters to put their
questions direct to leading candidates. On
Radio 1 Newsbeat made special opportunties
for young voters to question the leaders of
the main parties. On BBC-2, Robin Day
presented a new early-evening interview
programme called Election Newsday. The
persons interviewed were authoritative figures
who were not as a rule standing for election
themselves.

In general, the election campaign was
comparatively free of charges and counter-
charges of alleged bias by the BBC, and so it
came as something of a surprise when Mr
Ronald Hayward, the General Secretary of the
Labour Party, later stated publicly that the
BBC had been biased against his side, and
that a study of the totality of the reporting
and comment would be carried out to estab-
lish the degree of supposed unfairness. It
quickly became clear that Mr Hayward’s was
not a very widely held view. As usual the
BBC’s sole aim had been to provide a compre-
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hensive service of information and a fair
reflection of rival opinions. Charges of the
kind made by Mr Hayward are a common-
place of political broadcasting, and they have
come in the past from both sides of the House
of Commons. At this election, however, there
was a new ingredient. Near the end of the
campaign the BBC itself was for a short
while a campaign issue. Both the Prime
Minister and the Secretary for Employment
attacked the BBC’s August pay settlement,
alleging that it had been excessive and irres-
ponsible. The BBC did not respond publicly.
Its view of the charge has been set out earlier
in this chapter.

No sooner was the October election over
than BBC editors found themselves face to
face with a challenging constitutional innova-
tion in the shape of the Government’s
commitment to hold a referendum concerning
the United Kingdom’s membership of the
European Economic Community. The story
of their response to the challenge belongs to
next year’s report.

As the year ended, preparations were going
ahead for an experiment in broadcasting
from Parliament. BBC Radio planned to
double the length of Today in Parliament and
Yesterday in Parliament, which would for the
first time include recorded extracts from
speeches made in the House of Commons. It
was also radio’s intention to make recordings
available for use in news bulletins and current
affairs programmes nationally and round the
country, and to broadcast live a part of some
major parliamentary debate on occasion.
BBC Television had also hoped to gain entry
to the House of Commons. But when the vote
took place in February 1975, whereas Mem-
bers of Parliament chose by a large majority
to have a radio experiment, the proposal that
there should be a television experiment was
defeated by a small margin. (In the event, the
referendum took place on Thursday, S June
1975, and the very first live broadcast from
the House of Commons was at Question
Time on the following Monday, 9 June).

As usual BBC reporters, correspondents
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and camera crews daily ran risks in pursuit of
world news for the home audience. The
reality of the risks was brought home in a
tragic fashion during the fighting in Cyprus in
August 1974, when a convoy of cars ran into
mines on a journey from Nicosia to a village
near Kyrenia. A sound recordist, Ted Stod-
dart, was killed and two reporters, Simon
Dring and Christopher Morris, were injured,
along with a number of their colleagues from
the international press. Ted Stoddart, who
was 34, died while warning others in the con-
voy to go back out of danger.

In Belfast, BBC staff continued to face the
danger of death or injury every day. There
were two more car bomb explosions outside
Broadcasting House, Belifast, during the year,
and vhf television and radio installations at
the Newry transmitter were also the target of
terrorist action. The damage at Broadcasting
House, Belfast, was largely superficial, but
the Newry transmitter was destroyed. Staff at
both places escaped injury.

The final stages of conflict in Indo China
again called for considerable bravery and
enterprise on the part of BBC staff. Their
services were highly commended by the Board
of Governors in a special message just after
the end of the year under review.

Public affairs

In the winter of 1974-75 the BBC organised
its ninth series of Lunchtime Lectures, after
a break of five years. The series opened with
one by the Chairman, who reflected on The
Responsibility of the Governors, and ended
with the Director-General’s lecture on Broad-
casting: The Executive Function. Other lec-
turers were Lord Aldington, Chairman of the
General Advisory Council, on Advising the
BBC; Huw Wheldon, Managing Director,
Television, on The Achievement of Television;
Ian Trethowan, Managing Director, Radio,
on The Development of Radio; and James
Redmond, Director of Engineering, on
Broadcasting: the Developing Technology. All
these lectures were as usual published. During
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the nine series, the lecturers have built up an
important dossier of source material for the
study of broadcasting policy.

A later chapter of this report gives an
account of the work of the BBC’s 52 advisory
bodies during the year. The General Advisory
Council had a pariicularly notable year,
during which it held its first residential con-
ference. At Ditchley Park from 10 to 12
January, five groups of people — members of
the Council, BBC Governors, members of the
Board of Management, senior staff from tele-
vision and radio and distinguished guests from
outside the BBC - conferred on a theme which
proved to be very much to the point at a time
of national crisis. Asked to consider whether
the duty of the BBC was ‘to rcflect or to lead’
the participants concluded that there was no
clear-cut answer. The encouraging and cau-
tionary advice of one of them was that the
BBC’s watchword shouid be ‘soldier on — but
watch it!’

Religious broadcasting and
educational broadcasting

Another major advisory body to hold its
first residential conference was the Central
Religious Advisory Committee under the
Bishop of St Albans. The purpose of this
conference was to prepare a memorandum for
submission to the Annan Committee. The
BBC noted with considerable interest that the
memorandum indicated that the Central
Religious Advisory Committee would be
recommending to the broadcasting authorities
a broadening of what has long been called
the mainstream policy in religious broad-
casting. ‘When too narrowly defined’, the
Central Religious Advisory Committee said
‘the mainstream concept can imply that
the authorities under pressure from the
CRACGC, are primarily concerned in the field of
religious broadcasting with the provision of
propaganda, suitably rationed, from the major
churches in Britain. This, in fact, is not so.
The core of religious broadcasting must con-
tinue to be the worship, thought and action of

those churches. There is undoubtedly a
“main stream” but it is continually changing,
constantly fed and occasionally diverted by
new religious movements. Differences in theo-
logical emphasis and approach are now less
between denominations and more within
denominations. . . . We recognise the fact that
there are now resident in Britain considerable
and growing communities of Orthodox and
Lutherans, and adherents of non-Christian
faiths, who are no longer, as at the time of the
Pilkington Report, few and scattered. We
recognise also that there are many who are
not adherents of any faith who nevertheless
hold profoundly spiritual convictions. There
should be room within religious broadcasting
for the expression of such views. ..’

As this quotation from the published
memorandum shows, the Committee at its
residential conference, while recommending
no truly radical change of direction, gave
notice that it wanted broadcasters to con-
tinue to extend the range of religious broad-
casting.

In 1974, educational broadcasters cele-
brated the 50th Anniversary of their first
regular transmissions. In a special message to
all employed in BBC Educational Broad-
casting, the Director-General drew attention
to the impressive number of schools using the
service and the equally impressive scale of
educational programming. He concluded:

‘But it is less a question of numbers than of
quality; less the hours on the air than the
utility of what is offered; less the statistics
than the concept of service which lies be-
hind them. That is what matters. All pro-
gramme producers are dedicated. There are
none more so than those who work in
educational broadcasting.’

The BBC Programmes
Complaints Commission

The BBC Programmes Complaints Commis-
sion adjudicated on four cases in the twelve
months covered by this report. In each case
the complainant had alleged unfair treatment
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by the BBC in a programme. The Com-
mission found as follows (in summary):

Dr D. Purves

Dr Purves, a Scottish National Party Candi-
date in the February 1974 General Election,
complained that in the BBC Scotland tele-
vision series Current Account he had been
unfairly treated and that his campaign had
been misrepresented. The Commission con-
cluded that Dr Purves had not been singled
out unfairly and that the description of his
campaign had not been prejudicial or unfair.

Young Enterprise

Young Enterprise, an educational charity
which aims to give young people a basic
grounding in business and industrial principles,
complained about the tone of a film report in
Nationwide, which, it claimed, had deliber-
ately misrepresented its activities by politically
biased comment. The Commission accepted
the BBC’s assurances that there was no
intention deliberately to disparage or mis-
represent the work of Young Enterprise, but
upheld the complaint of unfair treatment.

Mr V. Angell

Mr Angell complained that in an episode of
a television documentary programme, The
Family, about the life of a Reading family, the
Wilkins, it had been suggested that, as a
Councillor, he had access to council infor-
mation and then wrote about such matters in
his capacity as a journalist employed by the
Reading Evening Post, the implication being
that he had abused his position both as a
journalist and as a councillor. The Commis-
sion’s view was that ‘Mr and Mrs Wilkins
were doing no more than putting it as their
opinion that the roles of journalist and Coun-
cillor were incompatible. This seems to us to
be a legitimate question of public interest.’
The complaint of unfair treatment was not
upheld.

National House Building Council

In May and June 1974 the BBC drew attention
to complaints by members of the general
public against the National House Building
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Council in That’s Life on BBC-1, and in two
editions of Checkpoint on Radio 4. The
NHBC claimed that they had been unfairly
treated in these broadcasts. In the case
of That’s Life the Commission upheld the
complaint. In the case of Checkpoint a number
of specific complaints were endorsed while
others were judged not to have been made
out.

Anthony Charles Whitby
(1929-75)

Tony Whitby, Controller, Radio 4, died in
February 1975, aged 45. After service as Editor,
24 Hours, he had been Secretary of the BBC in
1969, and had then been appointed Controller,
Radio 4. It seemed certain that his breadth of
television and radio experience and a mind at
once analytical and creative would one day
have earned him higher office. The loss of a
man of such quality so young was deeply felt
by the BBC.

Board of Management

At the end of March 1975, Mr John Crawley,
ceE, attended Board of Management for the
last time before his retirement from the
BBC. He had been a member since 1968 in
his personal capacity, while holding succes-
sively the posts of Editor, News and Current
Affairs, and, from 1971 Chief Assistant lo
the Director-General. During that period he
made a notably wise and mature contribution
to the conduct of the BBC’s broadcast
journalism in television and radio and its
relations with the political parties.

Including the Director-General, Sir Charles
Curran, the Board of Management now has
eight members.* The others are:

H. P. Wheldon, = Managing Director,
OBE, MC Television
I. Trethowan Managing Director,
Radio

G. E. H. Mansell Managing Director,
External Broadcasting

J. Redmond Director of Engineering
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K. H. L. Lamb Director, Public Affairs
M. O. Tinniswood Director of Personnel
H. P. Hughes Director of Finance

In July 1974 the European Broadcasting
Union, then meeting in London for its 25th
General Assembly, re-elected Sir Charles
Curran as its President for a second two-year
term.

The Board of Governors

The Board was at full strength for most of
the year under review, but on 2 February 1975
Lady Plowden submitted her resignation from
her post as Vice-Chairman on accepting an
invitation to succeed Lord Aylestone as
Chairman of the Independent Broadcasting
Authority. The Board thereupon resolved to
record its deep appreciation of her past
services to the BBC and to wish her a happy
period of office in her new post, which she
took up on 1 April 1975. The post of Vice-
Chairman of the BBC remained vacant at the
end of the period covered by this report.}

* It was announced on 9 July 1975 that Huw
Wheldon would give up his duties as Managing
Director, Television at the end of the year and act as
Special Adviser to the Director-General during 1976,
continuing to serve as a full member of the Board of
Management and to deputise for the Director-
General in his absence; that he would be succeeded
as Managing Director, Television by Ian Trethowan;
and that the new Managing Director, Radio would be
Howard Newby, at present Director of Programmes,
Radio.

T On 25 June 1975 it was announced that the Hon.
Mark Bonham Carter had been appointed as Vice-
Chairman from 26 Junc.
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Programmes

Television

Every night of the week the BBC tries to offer
the public an attractive evening’s viewing,
based on a choice between reasonable alterna-
tives on its two networks. Those responsible
for programme planning remain constantly
grateful for one group of programmes which
never seem to flag in their standard and
appeal and which provide a really strong start
for BBC-1 on most days. They are the children’s
programmes. The most popular of these - Blue
Peter, Crackerjack, serial drama and cartoons -
attract more than 60 per cent of all children
from five to 14. The magazine programme Blue
Peter, shown twice a week, goes on succeeding
with viewers of many different ages, partly
because it encourages them to understand
social problems and to try to alleviate them by
their own efforts. In 1973 Blue Peter collected
and sold so many used stamps from viewers
that it became possible to send out some
modern agricultural equipment to a drought-
stricken area of Ethiopia. In 1974 a film report
from the area showed the equipment in use and
4 cotton crop being grown for the first time. In
the same programme there appeared a new
Labrador puppy, christened ‘Buttons’ by the
viewers. It had been bought with the proceeds
of the 1974 Blue Peter Appeal Project for
training a guide dog for the blind to take the
place of 10-year-old ‘Honey’, Blue Peter’s
original guide dog, now retired.

At weekends the two principal attractions
for children were seasons of Dr Who on
Saturday afternoons and a dramatised serial
on Sundays, both made by the Television
Drama Group. Again the Television Service
took care to see that Dr Who's adventures
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were not too frightening. Addicts of the pro-
gramme know that as a ‘Time Lord’ he always
manages to survive the thrilling predicaments
in which he and his companions find them-
selves. At the end of the period under review,
these included a story about the origins of
Dr Who’s implacable enemy, the race of
Daleks. The year’s most successful Sunday
afternoon serials were David Copperfield and
L. M. Montgomery’s Anne of Avonlea, with
Kim Braden conveying all the singularity of
Anne Shirley’s character. In addition, there
have been weekday dramas for children, par-
ticularly a production of Frances Hodgson-
Burnett’s classic, The Secret Garden, and The
Changes, based on three science fiction novels
written for children by Peter Dickinson.
Much progress was made during the year in
providing children with a better aimed service
of news by means of the programme John
Cravern’s Newsround, cxtended from two to
four days a week. Its aim is to provide children
with a news bulletin of special interest to them,
carrying news of important world events with
background information which sets them in
context. It also includes stories about people
or animals which do not find a place in evening
bulletins. The compilers ask themselves: is it
news and will it interest children without dis-
tressing them? Most children catch glimpses
and more than glimpses of half-understood
headlines and fragments from adult pro-
grammes. John Craven’s Newsround includes
hard news items (about Northern Ireland, for
example) which, if unexplained, can puzzle
and distress children. The programme tries
to explain them. At the same time it reports
disasters in terms which encourage sympathy
for the victims without being sensational. On
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the day a jet crashed on take-off in Nairobi, for
instance, a London evening newspaper head-
line was ‘Jumbo Jet Crash Horror’, whereas
the Newsround story began ‘A plane crashes on
take-off — but 93 walk away from the wreck’.

Every type of television programme is now
included in the range provided for children -
music, drama, the visual arts, history, archae-
ology, natural history, story-telling, science,
comedy, current affairs and outside broad-
casts. One which may not have any counterpart
in adult programming is made by children
themselves. It is specially produced for school
holidays and Saturday mornings and has the
longest title in television - Why Don’t You Just
Switch Off the Television Set and Go and Do
Something Less Boring Instead? Audience
figures for the programme suggest that in 1975
the advice was not taken literally.

In any year BBC programmes always do
well on public holidays. In 1974 Christmas
programmes had for economy reasons to be
greatly modified. Several productions were
taken out of the schedules altogether and those
on BBC-2 were deliberately planned as a less
colourful and more muted alternative to those
on BBC-1. Yet overall the BBC still scored a
spectacular success. It was not so much that
important feature films did well, like The
Bridge on the River Kwai or Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang. The viewing figures for these, although
high, were not as high as they were for such
home-made BBC-1 Christmas programmes as
Some Mothers Do *ave ’em, Bruce Forsyth and
the Generation Game and The Mike Yarwood
Christmas Show. BBC-2 focused successfully
on music with Christmas Music from Hampton
Court, A Christmas Box from Joseph Cooper,
Gian Carlo Menotti’s opera Amahl and the
Night Visitors and a re-showing of Verdi’s
La Traviata.

For the staff who work in Television Presen-
tation Department public holidays are a very
busy time. But throughout the year the same
elaborate operation is going on just below the
surface, in order to ensure for viewers the
smoothest possible transition from one pro-
gramme to the next and an adequate notice of

programmes to be shown later in the day or on
another network, radio as well as television.
This Presentation Department is also respon-
sible for a small programme output of its own,
particularly some of the most successful late
night and afternoon programmes that had to
be cut. A lot of work went into The End of the
Pier Show, an experiment in comedy. In
general the graphics and techniques used were
much admired, as were some of the jokes; if
not wholly successful, the effort needs to be
made in order to keep alive the tradition of
TW3. The most rewarding Presentation pro-
gramme of the year was probably BBC-2’s In
Vision, which looked at television programmes
and issues. The BBC’s Chairman, Sir Michael
Swann, was one of those interviewed on the
programme, which provided a number of
opportunities for controversial broadcasting
issues to be debated.

The BBC’s science programmes had a good
year with documentaries on such subjects as
The Race for the Double Helix. A diverting
and intellectually challenging series of learned
debates entitled Controversy included one in
which Carl Sagan, Director of the Laboratory
for Planetary Studies at Cornell University,
argued that ‘a long range search for extra
terrestial civilisations should start now’.
Trevor Philpott looked at hospitals in one of
his four-part reports, with particular emphasis
on the position of young doctors and consul-
tants. Among editions of Horizon were
programmes on: the dangers of asbestos dust
to the health of workers in the asbestos
industry; the growing up of Joey, a spastic
child; the menopause; and some of the prob-
lems facing bridge-builders. In Microbes and
Men Arthur Lowe took the part of Louis
Pasteur in a dramatised documentary series
that re-created some of the most exciting
episodes in the history of medicine. During the
year Arthur Lowe continued as Captain
Mainwaring in Dad’s Army and also appeared
as Mr Micawber in David Copperfield. When
he turned up in an early episode of Churchill’s
People there could have been some risk of
over-exposure. But Arthur Lowe acted so well
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that all these very different programmes
seemed enhanced by his contribution.

The arts continued to be well represented.
Dame Ninette de Valois was effectively inter-
viewed by Patrick Garland in Omnibus. In
Omnibus at the Proms a dramatic moment was
captured when a volunteer from the audience
stepped forward to sing in Carl Orft’s Carmina
Burana, the principal baritone having been
overcome by the heat. Geraint Evans starred
as a teacher of singing in Master Class.
Rostropovich performed in a first live televised
concert in Britain. Imogen Holst was seen
conducting the Band at Kneller Hall in a pro-
gramme to commemorate her father Gustav
Holst’s birth in 1874. A recording was shown of
Verdi’'s Un ballo in maschera from Covent
Garden. All Beethoven’s late quartets were
played within six days on BBC-2. The full
advantages for ordinary viewers of singing a
Mozart opera in translation were reaped in a
studio production of The Marriage of Figaro,
brilliantly sung in English, the action being
concentrated in one day in the spirit of Beau-
marchais’s original title La Folle Journeé. The
visual arts were not neglected. Professor John
Hale told the story of Florence in Chronicle and
the work of several painters since Renoir was
examined in the series Adventure in Light.

In conversation some of the honours were
taken by an older generation, Mr Macmillan
and Lords Avon and Hailsham, Lady Sharp
and Richard Crossman, all making points
that were historically revealing. Sir Claude
Auchinleck at 90 was interviewed impromptu
by David Dimbleby in Marrakesh. One man of
103, who was asked about his life by Michael
Parkinson, said his last three years had been
much better than his first hundred.

The tradition of good scripts and good act-
ing was continued in many fine series and
serials, including particularly Tan Carmichael
as Lord Peter Wimsey in an adaptation of
Dorothy Sayers’s story The Nine Tailors; the
trto of Susan Hampshire, Philip Latham and
Barbara Murray in The Pallisers; Ben Kingsley
as Dante Gabriel Rossetti in The Love School;
Patrick Stewart as Lenin in Fall of Eagles; and
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Paul Daneman as Commander Ryan in Spy
Trap.

Panorama, The Money Programme, Tuesday’s
Documentary and a whole succession of other
documentary programmes maintained the
BBC'’s contribution to knowledge and under-
standing of the key issues of the age. In
achieving this the camera has the advantage of
immediate contact with its subject and with
human emotion. Of course the time permissible
for any one programme, lest it fail to hold the
attention of the viewer, still allows the com-
munication of only a fraction of what can be
found in newspapers and periodicals. Yet
BBC documentaries have often led the way in
analysing contemporary problems. Filmed
reports in Panorama and other programmes
continue to provide unique evidence for such
analysis from all corners of the world. The
Tuesday’s Documentary series alone included
programmes about: the work of bomb dis-
posal teams; a course of treatment for mentally
handicapped children; the rise of the Russian
Navy; the disease spina bifida; the risks of
famine in the world; a film portrait of a busy
London police station at work; and the fate of
an army captain who lost an arm and was
blinded in Northern Ireland by an exploding
parce] bomb, with an account of how he
adapted himself to a new life. To many of
these programmes the material provided by
staff in the regions made indispensable con-
tributions, as it did for Midweek and particu-
larly for Nationwide at 6.00 pm on five nights
of the week.

Reactions were mixed to one unique experi-
ment in which a documentary film team went
to live with the Wilkins family of Reading and
in twelve weekly half-hour programmes cap-
tured the ups and downs of the real life of this
family as it was lived. A minority disliked the
family or believed the episodes to be a form of
voyeurism. But many viewers admired the
programmes and the production values of the
series, tock the series very seriously as a social
documentary and shared the view of Richard
Cawston, Head of Documentary Programmes,
and Paul Watson, the producer, that the
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experiment was one of the most important
developments in programme-making that the
BBC had made for some years.

Prize-winning television programmes

The Goodies: Silver Rose of Montreux.
Horizon, The Writing on the Wall: Second prize
at the 1975 Prix Futura Festival in Berlin.
Tuesday’s Documentary, After the Parcel
Exploded: A Bronze Award at the 1975 Prix
Futura Festival in Berlin.

Vision On, Puddles and Pools: An Ohio State
Award.

The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson: An Ohio
State Award.

Inside Story, Marek: The Asian Broadcasting
Union Television Prize for documentaries.
Also the Asian Broadcasting Union Special
Television Award for low cost programmes.
The Private Life of the Jackass Penguin: British
Association Television Award for 1974,
Robinson Crusoe: A Bronze Medal under the
Christopher Award scheme for a work show-
ing the highest human and spiritual values.
Heil Caesar: The Japan Prize at the Inter-
national Radio and Television Educational
Programme contest in Tokyo.

Tawny Owls: A BBC Open University Pro-
gramme. The ABE Prize in the Television
section of the International Radio and Tele-
vision educational programme contest in
Tokyo.

The Goodies and the Beanstalk: An honorary
plaque under the International Emmy Award
scheme for an outstanding achievement in
entertainment programmes.

Softly, Softly: The National Viewers and
Listeners’ Association Award.

During the year these personal awards were
won:

The Valiant for Truth Award, a first award
ever, presented by the interdenominational
Order of Christian Unity: Oliver Whitley,
Director of BBC External Broadcasting, from
1969 to 1971.

Special Television Award of the Broadcasting
Press Guild: Posthumously to James McTag-

gart for an outstanding contribution to
Television Drama.

Two top women’s awards from the Ladies of
Television: Polly James and Nerys Hughes for
The Liver Birds.

A trophy from the Ladies of Television for
the best written TV show of the year written
specially for a female star: Carla Lane for The
Liver Birds.

The Writers’ Guild of Great Britain Awards
for 1975 went to several BBC programmes:
Best British original teleplay: Leeds-United!
by Colin Welland

Best British Comedy Script: Porridge by Ian
La Frenais

Best British documentary script: Microbes
and Men by Martin Worth, John Wiles and
Bruce Norman

Best British children’s original drama script:
Dr Who by Robert Holmes, Malcolm Hulke,
Terry Nation, Brian Hayles and Robert
Sloman

Best British drama script in the field of educa-
tion: Countdown by John Tully

The Radio Industries Club Awards for 1974-
75 included:

BBC Television personality of the year:
Ronnic Barker

BBC Television programme of the year:
The Brothers

Science-based programme of the year:
Tomorrow’s World

Television newscaster of the year: Richard
Baker

Several of the 1974 Awards from the
Society of Film and Television Arts were won
by the BBC:

The Desmond Davis Award: Denis Mitchell
for his distinguished work for television for
both the BBC and the commercial companies
The Richard Dimbleby Award: Robin Day

Production and direction awards:

Best factual series: Horizon edited by Peter
Goodchild

Best specialised programme; Joey produced by
Brian Gibson

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

I

Best situation comedy: Porridge produced by
Sydney Lotterby

One Critic Award, sponsored by the Broad-
casting Guild was made to the BBC in 1975:
Best documentary series: The Family

At the Golden Seaswallow Festival at
Knokke in Belgium the BBC won the Golden
Seaswallow Award for the fourth year in
succession for the best variety programme
recorded live, with a show starring Roy
Castle.

In the Royal Television Society’s British
television news film of the year competition
these awards were won:

Hard news (team) category: BBC Leeds:
Harold Caine, Walter Garton, Barry Wilkin-
son, Paul Berriff, Ron Hurrell and Keith

Massey

Portfolio category: BBC TV News: Peter
Beggin

Regional news category: BBC Wales: David
Jones and Ralph Bowden

At the 4th International Christian Tele-
vision Festival, held in Brighton in May 1975,
See You Sunday was awarded 1st prize in the
Children’s and Family Viewing category.
The Cornet Lesson received an Honourable
Mention in the Drama category.

Radio

Although the cuts introduced for financial
reasons brought to a halt several years of ex-
pansion in radio, there were still some en-
couraging developments. Foremost among
them was the substantial vote by MPs in
favour of an experiment in the sound broad-
casting of the proceedings of the House of
Commons, and the successful launching in
Northern Ireland of Radio Ulster, a new
service intended to present a broader view of
the province.

The economies meant the loss of over 50
hours airtime a week, with Radios 1 and 2 the
main sufferers. It seemed sensible to make the
cuts where they would affect the least number
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of people and that meant mainly early in the
morning or late at night. Even so, it was clear
that an element of deprivation could not be
avoided and the large volume of protest by
telephone and letter was to some extent a vote
of confidence in the displaced programmes.

Among the new programmes was Election
Platform which nightly throughout the cam-
paign carried extracts from speeches round
the country. Election Call, the programme
which allows voters to put their questions
direct to representatives of the three main
parties, again proved its worth in the second
General Election within a year. One of the
outstanding successes was enjoyed by Drama
Department in winning the Italia Prize for
drama for the second time running. The prize-
winning production was Bill Naughton’s play
The Mystery. During the year the BBC as-
sumed responsibility for the Robert Mayer
Children’s Concerts and the BBC Symphony
Orchestra undertook a successful tour of
Germany and Austria.

Among the plans being made for the experi-
ment in broadcasting from Parliament was
one for the doubling of the length of Today/
Yesterday in Parliament to make room for
recorded extracts from speeches made in the
House of Commons. It was also intended that
recordings should be used in news bulletins
and current affairs programmes, as well as in
regional and local radio programmes. It was
hoped, too, that a part of some major parlia-
mentary debate or occasion would be broad-
cast live.

Radios 1 and 2

Over the past five years the sharing of pro-
grammes between Radios 1 and 2 had been
steadily reduced to the point where the two
networks were almost entirely separate. How-
ever, the economy measures meant a loss in
airtime of more than 45 hours a week for these
networks and a consequent reversal of the
trend. Most of the cuts were made in the early
morning or late at night, so that Radios 1 and
2 do not now start broadcasting in the morn-
ing until 6.00 am. They close down for the
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night after the Shipping Forecast at 0.37
hours. Radio 1 has lost its 10.00 pm to mid-
night programme and instead shares Music
Through Midnight with Radio 2. In the after-
noon, the David Hamilton Show from 2.00 pm
to 5.00 pm is also shared. Every effort was
made to spread the economies over different
areas of programming and other outlets were
found for much of the progressive pop and
fazz displaced by the changes. The cuts had,
none the less, provoked a large volume of
protest, even if the audience levels were not at
first heavily affected.

Together the two networks continue to
attract about 20 million listeners each day and
the popularity of such disc jockeys as Tony
Blackburn, Sam Costa, John Peel and Pete
Murray remains as high as ever. The Jimmy
Young Show deserves special mention. De-
scribed as ‘an entertainment programme with
serious intent’ it continued to feature a
mixture of music, on the one hand, with dis-
cussion of welfare and consumer matters and
other topics of general interest, on the other.
Guests included the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer and the new Leader of the Opposition,
while in a series of special programmes during
the election campaign in October Jimmy
Young questioned leading members of the
three major parties. The questioning of the
Party leaders by young people was a feature of
Newsbeat’s election coverage. This Radio 1
programme has a style and format specially
designed to attract young listeners, although
no significant item of news is ever neglected
and its simple, yet authoritative, handling of
serious topics conforms firmly to BBC
journalistic standards.

Radio 1 has continued its policy of taking
programmes outside the studio and so giving
audiences a chance to meet the broadcasters
and join in the shows. Tony Blackburn and
David Hamilton, using a radio car, were able
to broadcast their three-hour shows from
places as various as Cambridge, Loch Ness,
Manchester, Clydeside, Sheffield, Newcastle
and Merseyside. On the Spring Bank Holiday,
the whole day’s output consisted of outside

broadcasts, and during the summer holiday
season the Radio 1 Road Show toured the
country with a specially equipped caravan and
broadcast live from 40 different resorts.

At weekends, Ed Stewart’s Junior Choice,
which is heard on both Radios 1 and 2,
attracted the largest audience of any radio
programme. A more flexible music policy at
weekends has been reflected in the Rosko,
Alan Freeman, Jimmy Savile and Dave Lee
Travis programmes among others. In addition
to these regular shows, Radio 1 has also
produced a number of feature series whose
subjects have included the Osmonds, The
Beach Boys, The Who and Simon and Gar-
funkel. These series, which have contained a
large amount of interview material, have —
together with the weekly In Concert pro-
grammes - become much in demand abroad.

Radio 2 has continued its series of Sun-
day afternoon musical biographies. Notable
among them was the story of Ella Fitzgerald,
presented by André Previn. Radio 2 also
launched a major series which set out to tell
over a period of months the history of popular
music in Britain and America from 1900 to
about 1960. Ragtime to Rock and Roll was
complementary to Radio 1’s earlier Story of
Pop and was regarded as an important docu-
mentary of the world of popular music.
Another major series, which started towards
the end of the period under review, was The
Impresarios which told the stories of the men
behind the big spectacular theatrical produc-
tions of the past 70 years.

On Saturday night Radio 2 once again
broadcast its regular series of FEuropean
exchange programmes, European Pop Jury and
Pop Over Europe. In addition, a new series
Europe *74 (later Europe ’75) was launched.
Radio 2 also represented the BBC in com-
petitions and concerts abroad. 4 Tourist View
of Britain, its entry for the Nordring Radio
Prize of 1974, achieved the distinction of
winning all three prizes in the competition.
Radio 2 listeners had the opportunity to hear
many of the top comedians of the day,
including Morecambe and Wise, Mike Yar-
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wood, Ken Dodd, Frankie Howerd and Les
Dawson. Although the main comedy periods
were at 1.00 pm on Saturdays and 2.00 pm on
Sundays, a number of new and ingenious
panel and quiz shows were placed at 7.00 pm
on weekdays. They included Punch Line, The
Impressionists, Just for Fun and W.I.Q. —~ or
The Women's Institute Quiz - chaired by
Jimmy Young.

Sport on 2 each Saturday continues to
provide listeners with a weekly 44 hours of
sports commentaries and interviews, taking in
all the major fixtures of the day. The pro-
gramme has always featured leading sporting
personalitizs, but recently its guest list has
been widened to make room for a number of
those better known for achievements in other
fields. They have included the Prime Minister,
Mr Heath, Peter Ustinov, Sacha Distel and
Oliver Reed. An outstanding broadcast was
a recorded conversation between Sir Neville
Cardus and Alistair Cooke, dwelling on
cricket and music and themselves, and inclu-
ded in Sport on 2 shortly after Sir Neville’s
death. A special challenge was presented by
the World Cup Final for which a mobile
studio was sent to West Germany. The result
was a succinct and pointed coverage to which
players, coaches, officials and supporters all
contributed. Once again major boxing and
soccer matches were carried in the evening
on long-wave leaving the vhf channel free for
music. Among the highlights of the boxing
year on radio was the inter-round summary
provided by Muhammed Ali on the Bugner-
Lovell fight at the Royal Albert Hall. The live
commentary on the Conteh-Ahumada world
title fight at Wembley attracted a radio
audience of almost 5 million, far in excess of
normal evening listening.

Radio 3

A change in the pattern of Saturday broad-
casting on Radio 3 was introduced early in
1975 with new timings for Stereo Release,
The Young Idea and Midday Concert which,
as a necessary consequence, also lost its
familiar title. One result of the economies
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which affected all BBC services was that from
the same week Stereo Release, Man of
Action and Matinee Musicale were heard also
by Radio 4 listeners, while Radio 3’s close-
down time was moved forward to 11.30 pm
each night.

Man (or Woman) of Action offers some
prominent figures not primarily associated
with music, an opportunity to choose their
favourite music on gramophone records.
Among the wide range of people who took
part during the year were Claire Bloom, Sir
Alfred Ayer, Mrs Shirley Williams, Sir Hugh
Casson, Dame Edith Evans, and Stephen
Spender. Two new gramophone record series —
Royal Repertoire and Intermezzo — were quick
to establish themselves. The former reflects
music in the current repertoire of the Royal
Ballet; where no gramophone records exist,
special recordings are provided by the BBC
Concert Orchestra under Ashley Lawrence.
Intermezzo consists of a number of short
musical dramas from Monteverdi to Mozart,
tracing the development and popularity of the
one-act form. In another new series, The
Long-Playing Era, Robert Philip discussed and
illustrated 25 years of the long-playing record,
touching on developments in recording
quality and techniques, the spread of ‘authen-
tic’ performances and the growth of the
recorded repertory.

Once again, Radio 3 provided listeners
with the opportunity to hear works rarely
performed, at least in their entirety. A series
devoted to English Opera and related forms in
the late seventeenth and early eighteenth cen-
turies included Arne’s Thomas and Sally,
Blow’s Venus and Adonis and Purcell’s The
Masque in Dioclesian. In another series,
Baroque Masters, Handel’s eleven Chandos
anthems were broadcast as a complete work,
probably for the first time.

No fewer than eight programmes were
devoted to the chamber music of Brahms.
Other series were devoted to Mozart’s piano
trios, Mendelssohn’s piano music, and the
work of Gabriel Fauré, Fgon Wellesz and
Sterndale Bennett. Among the musical cen-
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tenaries celebrated on Radio 3 were those of
Schoenberg, Holst and Franz Schmidt.
Exactly 100 years after Schoenberg’s birth on
13 September 1874, the network devoted a
whole day to his music and during the
following months much of his work was
broadcast, roughly in the order of its com-
position.

In the spring of 1974 the BBC Symphony
Orchestra undertook a tour of Germany and
Austria and listeners were able to hear live
relays from seven different centres including
Berlin, Munich and Vienna. There were
again a number of EBU relays, including
(from Vienna) a concert by the Austrian
Radio Symphony Orchestra and (from Frank-
furt) one by the Hesse Radio Symphony
Orchestra. Among the many other important
orchestral relays was the 70th anniversary of
the London Symphony Orchestra, conducted
by André Previn and Edward Heath, and Sir
Michael Tippett’s 70th birthday concert given
by the London Sinfonietta under Colin Davis.
Other major occasions included the visit to
London of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra
under Herbert von Karajan. As always, the
season of Promenade Concerts - the first
series to be planned by Robert Ponsonby —
provided a rich feast of music, almost uni-
versally applauded by the general public and
serious critics.

Radio 3 fully maintained its reputation as
the network to which listeners turn for talk
which is serious, challenging and intellectually
demanding. One major series examined the
hopes many people once had for bringing
about greater equality by massive expenditure
in social fields and considered why these
hopes seemed to have been disappointed. In
Whatever Happened to Equality ? John Vaizey
chaired a succession of discussions in which
John Mackintosh and Sir Geoffrey Howe
dealt with equality and politics, Mary War-
nock and Lord Annan with equality and
education, W. G. Runciman and A. H.
Halsey with equality and class. In another
distinguished, if more personal, talks series
Lord Hailsham employed scientific evidence

and arguments normally used to advocate
materialism to defend his belief in God.
From Doubt to Belief won admiration especi-
ally for the way in which difficult concepts
were presented in an easy and lucid style.

A number of talks programmes dealt with
literary matters. In Byron: An Assessment,
Christopher Ricks and Hallam Tennyson
conducted a colloquy to mark the 150th
anniversary of the poet’s death. A more
recent literary anniversary was marked in
J. B. Priestley at 80, while a less well-known
literary figure — Dan Archer of the Parton
Press — was the subject of a programme by
Martin Green. Programmes were devoted to
the poetry of G. K. Chesterton, Robert Frost
and Pablo Neruda among others. In addition,
listeners had the chance to hear what is
believed to have been the first broadcast of
Paradise Regained, in four parts. A dramatisa-
tion of The Princess, Tennyson’s romantic
fantasy about female emancipation, was
broadcast in 13 parts. A feature of Radio 3’s
Italian Weekend was An Essential Voice, a
study of Leopardi, with a new translation of
La Ginestra (The Broom) commissioned
from Henry Reed. The concept of a single
theme — say Italy — orchestrated in depth in
various programmes was extended and in-
cluded: a Spanish Evening, a Schoenberg Day,
an evening in archives, a Polish Evening and
an American Sunday.

Perhaps the highlight of a distinguished
year in drama was the award of the Italia
Prize for the best radio play to Bill Naughton’s
The Mystery. The Radio Times Drama Awards
produced a crop of talented new radio play-
wrights. The winning play — The Search for
Hamilton Stiggs by Peter Cator —~ was broad-
cast with a cast which included Ronald
Pickup, Dinsdale Landen and Amanda Reiss.
The runner-up was a London housewife,
Shirley Gee, whose Stones was also broad-
cast. Among the classic dramas broadcast on
Radio 3 was The Bacchae of Euripides in a new
translation by Donald Lucas. There were a
number of notable Shakespearean productions,
including John Tydeman’s much praised
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King Lear, with Sir Alec Guinness. Another
memorable occasion was the first broadcast
performance of Eugene O’Neill’s giant trilogy
Mourning Becomes Electra. Lessing’s comedy
Minna von Barnhelm, written in 1767, was also
heard for the first time.

An adaptation of the last writings of
Richard Jefferies, The Man on the Hill, was
read by Paul Scofield. It included a hitherto
unknown essay which Jefferies dictated to his
wife on his deathbed. One of the most remark-
able drama broadcasts was heard towards the
end of the period under review with a two-
part adaptation by Bill Morrison of Dostoev-
sky’s Crime and Punishment. The production,
by John Tydeman, fully exploited the possi-
bilities of the medium.

Radio 4

News and current affairs programmes con-
tinued, as always, to form the spine of Radio
4 and the daily sequence programmes -
Today, The World at One, PM, News Desk and
The World Tonight — to carry the main weight
of the network’s current affairs coverage.
Since they occupy just five hours of broad-
casting time a day between them, Radio 4
rarely finds it necessary to re-organise to
cover special events — the opportunity is
already there. The resignation of President
Nixon provides an example of both the rule
and the exception. The Today programme,
first as always with overnight transatlantic
news, devoted itself almost entirely to the
event, bringing in the BBC’s former North
America correspondent, Charles Wheeler, to
present the programme. But the final depar-
ture of Mr Nixon was felt to be momentous
enough to warrant a special programme as
well, and that night another of the sequence
teams (The World at One) mounted a 75
minute documentary on The Rise and Fall of
Richard Nixon. It incorporated the whole of
the Nixon story and was regarded by discern-
ing listeners as a judicious and absorbing
account.

A more leisurely and reflective view of
world affairs is taken every week by Analysis
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which operates without undue constriction
either of time or topicality. Among the wide
range of subjects which it covered was France
after Pompidou, Portugal after the Coup and
Greece without Colonels, as well as a review in
two programmes of the current situation in
South-East Asia. There were also 45-minute
interviews with the Prime Minister and with
the Shah of Iran.

The position of the advanced countries
today was examined by Professor Ralf
Dahrendorf in his series of Reith Lectures on
The New Liberty — Survival and Justice in a
Changing World. An academic sociologist of
distinction, a former EEC commissioner,
former minister in the German Government
and now Director of the Londen School of
Economics, Professor Dahrendorf drew on his
wide experience in a series of lectures which
considered the dual challenge of overcoming
threats to the survival of liberal societies and
at the same time increasing the liberties of
individual citizens.

Radio 4’s news and current affairs teams
combined to cover their second General
Election in a year. Neither the size of the
audience nor the intensity of their reaction
gave much hint of the apathy which some
people claimed to discern in the electorate.
Election Call - the phone-in programme which
gives voters the chance to question leading
party spokesmen direct — was again a success
with both electorate and candidates. A signi-
ficant innovation was provided by Election
Platform, a nightly 25-minute programme
which carried extracts from speeches by lead-
ing candidates at much greater length than is
usually possible in news bulletins or in the
normal run of campaign reporting. Although
the audience for this programme was inevit-
ably small, it was successful in introducing a
distinctive note of the hustings into radio
coverage of the campaign.

Alistair Cooke, doyen of radio reporters
and supreme interpreter of America to the
British, was accorded a rare honour when he
was invited to address a special session of the
House of Representatives, also attended by

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

30 Annual Report

members of the Senate, to mark the 200th
anniversary of the Continental Congress. The
entire proceedings were carried on Radio 4
and the audience here shared the evident relish
of Cooke’s hosts in Washington for his
relaxed, witty and candid advice to them on
their attitude to their own history.

It was a good year for features on Radio 4,
saddened towards the end by the untimely
death of Robert Cradock, a gifted and ex-
perienced producer whose work was intricate,
highly imaginative in style and closely atten-
tive to detail. It was typified in 1974 and’75 by
The British Army, a series made in collabora-
tion with the National Army Museum about
the army and its soldiers since the time of the
Civil War. An example of the full-hearted
response to which features can give rise was
provided by The Last Secret, a production by
Cradock of Nicholas Bethell’s account of the
forced repatriation by the Allies of some two
million people to the Soviet Union, where
many were imprisoned or killed, after the war.
Although this story was 30 years old, the pro-
gramme achieved one of the highest audience
and appreciation figures for any feature during
the year. OQutstanding among features was
Michael Mason’s series of Plain Tales from the
Raj, which gave a fascinating and moving
vision of the life and times of the British rulers
of India from about the turn of the century. In
addition, it has preserved for posterity many
more hours of recordings of substantial
historical interest. Another notable series was
Alan Burgess’s The Brave, a group of ten
programmes, each of which dealt with the
quiet heroism of largely unknown people in
desperate situations.

The regions — and especially the network
production centres of Bristol, Birmingham and
Manchester - increased their contributions to
Radio 4 during the year. Birmingham, for
example, contributed three new ideas for
series during the period.

Drama continued to form an important
strand in Radio 4’s output and flourished
especially in its regular afternoon spot. As
always, the range was wide. For instance, The

Monday Play, the most demanding of the
week, included productions of Anna Karenina,
Rosmersholm and Saint Joan. Saturday Night
Theatre included such plays as Eden Phil-
pott’s The Farmer’s Wife, Georgette Heyer’s
The Toll-Gate and (to mark his 80th birthday)
J. B. Priestley’s Eden End.

It was also a strong year for revivals. The
Dorothy L. Sayers’ play-cycle on the life of
Christ, The Man Born to be King, may have
lost its unintended capacity to shock, but it
has not lost its appeal to audiences on Sunday
evenings, where it has been re-broadcast in a
new stereo production. Welcome repeats of a
different kind included the series of six
Hancock’s Half-Hours and ten Goon Shows,
few of which had been heard on the air since
their first broadcast some twenty years ago.

Light entertainment programmes are among
the most popular offerings of Radio 4,
placed mainly just before the 1 o’clock News
and immediately after the 6 o’clock News.
Among them are this network’s most light-
hearted programmes, including notably the
all-woman discussion programme Petticoat
Line and the high-speed panel game Just a
Minute. Such programmes have a body of
detractors, but there seem to be many devoted
listeners for whom they are the high spot of
the week’s listening.

In contrast with them is the quiet popu-
larity of Radio 4’s bcok readings. On the
average weekday, the network broadcasts
about 1} hours of serial readings and short
stories to audiences of sometimes over a
million. The quality of both abridgement and
reading is very high.

Contrasts such as these underline the fact
that Radio 4 is not a homogeneous network
trying to please a homogeneous public. It
appeals to people of different tastes or to
people in different moods at different times of
day. It is aimed at a wide audience of dis-
criminating listeners who will tune in regu-
larly for what they want and leave aside what
is not to their taste. In its present form Radio
4 is very much the creation of Tony Whitby
its Controller from December 1969 until
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February 1975, when he died at the age of 45.
It was he who had the task of implementing
the changes outlined in the document Broad-
casting in the Seventies, and he never ceased
seeking ways to improve the network while at
the same time retaining all that was best in
what he had inherited. His death was keenly
felt by friends and colleagues and was widely
seen as an incalculable loss to radio -~ and
indeed to the BBC as a whole.

Local Radio

Among recent encouraging trends for BBC
Local Radio has been a marked increase in
public interest. In 1974, despite the arrival of
several more commercial stations, the audi-
ence for the BBC stations rose sharply. Dur-
ing the last quarter of the year more than
1,800,000 people on average listened to BBC
Local Radio each day — an increase of 50 per
cent on a year earlier. And early in 1975 this
figure rose at times to over two million.

The basis of the day’s broadcasting for all
stations is provided by news. The local
stations can call on the BBC’s main news-
rooms in London for help where national or
international news is concerned, but they
themselves gather local news for use not only
in their own bulletins but also, where appro-
priate, in network news programmes. Thus
the newsroom at Radio Humberside was able
to provide valuable help in covering the
Flixborough disaster and trawler losses in the
North Sea, while Radio Birmingham was
closely involved in providing news about
terrorist bomb attacks in the city. On such
occasions, information about the effect on
traffic and public transport is usually too
detailed to find a place in national news
bulletins. The local stations, however, with
their flexible approach to programming, can
respond as the situation demands and provide
a community faced with an emergency
with a valuable means of instant communi-
cation.

Of course, the stations provide local
traffic and transport information not just
during emergencies, but as a major part of
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their daily output. All the stations have links
with local police forces and AA offices, while
Radio Brighton has links with the local bus
station which enables it to tell listeners at
once about cancellations and route altera-
tions. Radio London goes even further and
has its own reporter at the Scotland Yard
Traffic Control Centre from early morning
until night.

There have also been interesting develop-
ments in the coverage of local government.
Radio Leicester has broadcast edited record-
ings of the proceedings of Leicestershire
County Council, while live broadcasts of
council meetings are also carried on occasion
by Radios Manchester, Merseyside, New-
castle and Stoke. Radio London now broad-
casts Question Time live from each full
meeting of the G.L.C.

Local stations again played an important
part in coverage of general elections. While
providing their own listeners with opportuni-
ties to consider and discuss the national
issues as they affected the local scene, they
also made a major contribution to network
election programmes. The local radio office in
the House of Commons has recently been
strengthened so that stations now receive a
regular service of news copy on parliamentary
affairs of relevance to their own area.

Consumer programmes have become an
increasingly important element in the local
stations’ output. Often produced in co-
operation with the Consumer Association,
they provide information and advice on both
national and local consumer problems and
frequently make use of the telephone to put
listeners in touch with the expert in the studio.
The phone-in technique also played a part in
two other interesting developments. Radio
London has established a fortnightly phone
link with a local station in New York so that
listeners to each station are able to talk
directly to each other across the Atlantic. And
early in 1975 most of the BBC local stations
took part in a Canadian Broadcasting Cor-
poration phone-in linking listeners in Britain,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the
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United States for a discussion of the world
population problem.

But although such occasions are often
stimulating both for those taking part and for
the listener at home, all the local stations know
that the proper measure of their success is the
extent to which they are accepted as a central
part of the life of their own community.
Evidence of the importance of the role the
stations play in some listeners’ lives was con-
tained in a letter received by Radio Humber-
side. It was from a woman recently widowed
and paid tribute to the solace and companion-
ship her local service had provided during her
first 12 months of bereavement.

More generally, when there were news-
paper reports that local radio might be axed
as an economy measure, there was sharp
reaction from a number of communities.

Prize-winning radio programmes

Italia Prize
Guy Vaesen’s production of Bill Naughton’s
play The Mystery won the Italia Prize for
radio drama

Writers® Guild of Great Britain
Best radio serial script: Barry Campbell for
his dramatisation of Evelyn Waugh’s Sword
of Honour
Best radio drama script: Stan Barstow for
We Could Always Fit a Sidecar
Best radio feature script: Sheila Stewart for
her dramatisation of her own book Country
Kate

Radio Industries Club
Programme of the year: Today for the
fourth year running.
Radio personality of the year:
Wogan

Radio Industries Club of Scotland
New personality of the year: Anne Lorne
Gillies

Nordring Radio Prize, Holland
All three prizes went to the Radio 2 produc-
tion A Tourist View of Britain, David
Rayvern Allen winning the producer’s
prize, Robert Farnon the arranger’s prize
and Rita Morris the performer’s prize

Terry

The Prix Jean-Antoine Variété Trophy, Monte
Carlo

London by Music produced by Derek Mills
The Prix Musical de Radio Brno, Czecho-
slovakia:

The English Renascence produced by Elaine

Padmore.

Noel Edmonds was voted top DJ by polls
in the New Musical Express and Record
Mirror, and won the Carl Allan award. Polls
in Disc and the Melody Maker voted John
Peel the top DJ.

Polls in Disc, Melody Maker, New Musical
Express and Sounds voted the Alan Freeman
Show the top Radio 1 show. A poll in the
Record Mirror voted the Noel Edmonds show
the top Radio 1 show. Polls in Reveille voted
Tony Blackburn the top Radio 1 DJ, Terry
Wogan the top Radio 2 DJ and Open House
the favourite Radio 1 and 2 programme.

Party political broadcasts and
broadcasts by Members of
Parliament

Party political broadcasts

For the calendar year 1974 party political
broadcasts were as follows:

In television
Labour 2 broadcasts of 15 minutes
3 broadcasts of 10 minutes
Conservative 6 broadcasts of 10 minutes

Liberal 3 broadcasts of 10 minutes

In radio
Labour
6 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)
3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
Conservative
6 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)
3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
Liberal
3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 4)
1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
In addition to these series of national network
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broadcasts by the main parties, the Scottish
National Party and Plaid Cymru were alloca-
ted party political broadcasts in Scotland and
Wales respectively during 1974 as follows:

In television
Scottish National Party

2 broadcasts of 10 minutes

1 broadcast of 5 minutes (in Scotland)
Plaid Cymru

1 broadcast of 10 minutes (in Wales)

In radio
Scottish National Party

2 broadcasts of 10 minutes (in Scotland)

1 broadcast of 5 minutes (in Scotland)
Plaid Cymru

1 broadcast of 10 minutes (in Wales)
The party political broadcasts between 1
January and 31 March 1975 were as follows:

In television
Labour 1 broadcast of 10 minutes
Conservative 1 broadcast of 10 minutes

In radio
Labour

1 broadcast of S minutes (Radio 4)
Conservative

1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 4)

Party election broadcasts

The party election broadcasts during February
1974 were listed in the Annual Report for
1973-74 (page 41 of BBC Handbook 1975).

The party election broadcasts by the three
main parties in September and October 1974
were as follows:

In television

Labourt § broadcasts of 10 minutes; Conser-
vative, 5 broadcasts of 10 minutes; Liberal, 4
broadcasts of 10 minutes

In radio

Labour
4 broadcasts of 10 minutes (Radio 4)
3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)

Programmes 33

Conservative

4 broadcasts of 10 minutes (Radio 4)

3 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)
Liberal

3 broadcasts of 10 minutes (Radio 4)

2 broadcasts of 5 minutes (Radio 2)

Provision was also made for party election
broadcasts by other parties which had a mini-
mum of 50 candidates nominated through-
out the United Kingdom. In the event, one
party (the National Front) qualified in this
respect, and its broadcasts were:

In television
1 broadcast of § minutes (BBC-1 only)

In radio

1 broadcast of 5 minutes (Radio 4)

The election broadcasts by the Scottish
National Party and Plaid Cymru in Scotland
and Wales respectively were as follows:

In television

Scottish National Party, 2 broadcasts of
10 minutes (BBC Scotland); Plaid Cymru, 1
broadcast of 10 minutes (BBC Wales)

In radio

Scottish National Party, 2 broadcasts of 10
minutes (Radio 4 Scotland); Plaid Cymru, 1
broadcast of 10 minutes (Radio 4 Wales)

Ministerial broadcasts

The following ministerial broadcasts were
given between 1 April 1974 and 31 March
1975:

The Rt Hon Harold Wilson, Mp (Prime
Minister) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 25 May
1974, concerning Northern Ireland.

The Rt Hon Francis Pym wmp (for the
Opposition) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 26
May 1974, in reply to Mr Wilson.

The Rt Hon lan Gilmour mp (Conservative)
and the Rt Hon Jeremy Thorpe, Mp (Liberal)
on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 28 May 1974, in
discussion of the points made by Mr Wilson
and Mr Pym. The Labour Party was not
represented on this occasion, having chosen
not to take part.

The Rt Hon Barbara Castle mMp (Secretary of
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State for Social Services) on BBC-1 on 24
July 1974, concerning increases in pensions
and other social security benefits.

The Rt Hon Harold Wilson Mp (Prime
Minister) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 18
September 1974, on the dissolution of Parlia-
ment and the holding of a general election, the
second in 1974.

The Rt Hon Edward Heath mp (for the
Opposition) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 19
September 1974, in reply to Mr Wilson.

The Rt Hon Reginald Prentice Mp (Labour),
Mr Norman St John-Stevas mp (Conservative)
and Mr David Steel mp (Liberal) on BBC-1 on
19 September 1974, in discussion of the points
made by Mr Wilson and Mr Heath.

Mr Ronald Brown mp (Labour) The Rt Hon
Sir Geoffrey Howe Mp (Conservative) and
Lord Beaumont of Whitley (Liberal) on Radio
4 on 20 September 1974, in discussion of the
points made by Mr Wilson and Mr Heath.

The Rt Hon Harold Wilson Mp (Prime
Minister) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 14 Octo-
ber 1974, on the situation following the
general election.

The Rt Hon Edward Heath mp (for the
Opposition) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 15
October 1974, in reply to Mr Wilson.

The Rt Hon Edward Short mp (Labour)
Lord Hailsham of St Marylebone (Conserva-
tive) and the Rt Hon Jeremy Thorpe mp
(Liberal) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 16 October
1974, in discussion of the points made by Mr
Wilson and Mr Heath.

The Rt Hon Roy Jenkins MP (as Home
Secretary) on BBC-1 and Radio 4 on 25
November 1974, on new security measures in
Great Britain.

Broadcasts on economic measures and the
November budget

On 22 July 1974 The Rt Hon Denis Healey mp
(as Chancellor of the Exchequer) broadcast on
BBC-1, BBC-2 and Radio 4 about his economic
measures.

On 23 July 1974 The Rt Hon Robert Carr
Mmp (for the Opposition) replied to Mr Healey
on BBC-1, BBC-2 and Radio 4.

The Rt Hon Denis Healey Mp (Chancellor
of the Exchequer) broadcast on BBC-1,
BBC-2 and Radio 4 on 12 November 1974
about his budget, and the Rt Hon Robert
Carr mp (for the Opposition) appeared on
BBC-1, BBC-2 and Radio 4 on 13 November
1974, in reply.

Appearances by Members of Parliament

During the 1974 sessions of Parliament there
were 297 appearances by Members of Parlia-
ment in television network programmes. In
radio network programmes there were 1,420.
The number of individual Members of
Parliament taking part in network programmes
during the parliamentary session from 1
March 1974 to 20 September 1974 was 285
on Radio and 204 on Television.

News

In the year under review a second general
election and preparations for the constitutional
innovation of a national referendum made the
domestic political scene of quite outstanding
interest, while the economic difficulties follow-
ing the unprecedented rise in the price of oil
meant that industrial and economic specialist
staff were very fully stretched.

Overseas events of historic importance took
place in the USA, Cyprus, Portugal, Southern
Africa and Indo-China. These events deman-
ded greater foreign coverage, with consequen-
tial strains on editorial budgets. From Wash-
ington the BBC’s permanent telephone link to
London was in constant use as correspondents
reported the final stages of the Nixon Presi-
dency.

In Cyprus, one incident in the conflict
demonstrated the risks taken by reporters and
camera crews in bringing the news to viewers
and listeners. Ted Stoddart, a sound recordist
was killed by a land mine and two reporters
with him, Simon Dring and Christopher
Morris, were seriously wounded.

The process of renegotiating terms for

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

Britain’s membership of the EEC was a con-
stant theme in despatches from Charles
Wheeler, Chief Correspondent Europe and
John Simpson, Brussels correspondent.

As one result of economies arising from a
re-organisation of the Home and Foreign
Correspondents’ Department, the BBC has
been able to establish a correspondent’s post
in Nairobi with special responsibilities for
covering Kenya and developments in adjacent
East African countries. This is in addition to
maintaining a permanently based correspon-
dent in Johannesburg reporting on an increas-
ingly fluid political situation in southern
Africa.

At home, the spread of IRA bombings to
Britain’s towns and cities, violent demonstra-
tions, the Heathrow hijacking and the disasters
at Flixborough and Moorgate, presented new
problems for editorial judgements as well as
for technical reporting skills. On such occa-
sions, when there is a tendency to blame the
messenger for the message he carries (and must
carry), editorial decisions have been more than
usually difficult: to report fairly and factually,
on television and radio, remains a continuing
challenge to all engaged in public service
broadcasting.

Because of the greater attention which it
was felt needed to be paid to financial, econo-
mic and industrial affairs, a financial unit
was set up in Broadcasting House to serve not
only radio, but television news and External
Services. Domestic coverage was further
strengthened by the appointment of education
and labour relations correspondents.

Towards the end of the year under review,
the House of Commons’ decision to allow a
month-long experiment in the broadcasting
of Parliament in sound, has entailed negotia-
tions with the relevant committee and close
planning co-operation with the appropriate
officers of the House. There were technical
problems still to be resolved, but the BBC was
absolutely ready to proceed as soon as it was
granted permission to do so. Meanwhile it was
hoped that the experiment, if successful, would
lead to more permancnt arrangements.
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Religious broadcasting

Although religious broadcasting includes some
of the longest-running of BBC programmes
(e.g. The Daily Service, Sunday Half-Hour and
Songs of Praise) it is nonetheless in a continual
state of development. This is true in more
senses than one. The changing climate of
religious opinion in Britain is reflected in
programmes, so that wide-ranging debate is
added to preaching - it being no longer pos-
sible to take it for granted that there is a clearly
defined mainstream of Christian orthodoxy
which is acceptable to nearly everyone. And in
various ways religions other than Christianity
begin to play a small part. Further, religious
broadcasting producers have been increasingly
successful in extending the range of their
programme styles. The Sunday religious
magazine on Radio 4 is a good example. In the
few years of its existence it has come to be
regarded as essential listening by many in the
churches. This view is reflected in the praise
given it this year by the authoritative though
anonymous writer of the preface to Crockford’s
Clerical Directory.

In the period under review there have been
two new developments which are already
beginning to establish themselves. The first is
the Anno Domini programme on BBC-1 and
the second Contact on Radio 2. Both are
described in more detail below.

Changes in programmes frequently result
from changes in staff and it is appropriate to
mention here a new attitude to religious
broadcasting appointments. A decade ago
almost all producers were clergy of the Church
of England and other main churches in the
country. Though they were talented people
many of them suffered the disadvantage of
coming into a new profession rather late in life.
In 1975 about half are laymen and the propor-
tion is still rising. What is more, many of them
are appointed at or near the beginning of their
working lives so that they learn the craft of
programme production from the bottom up.
This has already had a marked effect on
programmes and should in due course
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raise professional standards to a very high
level.

Television

In the Autumn of 1974 at 6.15 pm on Sundays,
the new religious magazine Anno Domini was
launched. Presented throughout by the Rever-
end Colin Morris, it had ten editions, a signifi-
cant proportion of which contained overseas
material — the Council of Youth at Taize in
France, the visit of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury (then Dr Michael Ramsey) to Chile,
Pentecostalism in Brazil and the World Food
Conference in Rome. On home ground the
programme initiated an opinion poll on
religious belief and Colin Morris interviewed
at length the newly appointed Archbishop of
Canterbury, Dr Donald Coggan. The final
edition contained a film about Father Hugh
Bishop in which he spoke about his reasons for
resigning as Superior of the Community of the
Resurrection at Mirfield and seeking release
from his monastic vows.

Songs of Praise has continued to be appreci-
ated by its large audience on Sunday evenings.
Despite the long run of this programme there
is still plenty of enthusiasm for it and letters
pour in from churches wishing to take part.
Two broadcasts from the year merit special
mention -~ a magnificent Easter celebration
from All Souls, Langham Place and a pro-
gramme from the Walmer lifeboat station in
Kent. As a variant on Songs of Praise there
was a summer series called In Every Corner
Sing in which among others Geoffrey Wheeler,
Cliff Morgan and Isobel Barnett presented a
personal selection of hymns. On another
Sunday evening Songs of Praise gave way to a
performance of Stainer’s Crucifixion, once a
great favourite with amateur choirs but now
much less heard.

Among other programmes of worship
Seeing and Believing covered a wide range of
subjects including centenary programmes for
G. K. Chesterton, Gustav Holst and Charles
Kingsley. There was a programme based on
the works of the poet-priest Andrew Young
and a dramatisation of the life of William

Cowper. Two programmes came from Adding-
ton Palace, the home of the Royal School of
Church Music.

Seeing and Believing alternates, generally
speaking, with Sunday morning services from
churches. These have come as usual from a
wide range of places including, besides a
number of parish churches, St John’s College,
Cambridge and the new Roman Catholic
Cathedral at Clifton. Of the special occasions
this year the most important was the En-
thronement of the Archbishop of Canterbury
which was shown in full as a live broadcast and
then repeated in a shortened version the
following Sunday.

BBC-1 has traditionally carried the main
weekly religious programmes in television.
BBC-2, however, has shown a variety of single
programmes and short series. The fifty-
minute documentary Erasmus of Rotterdam,
transmitted on Good Friday is an example of
the former and the series Religious America of
the latter. More recently BBC-2 has shown
religious feature films originally made for the
commercial cinema. A strikingly high number
watched the series — over five million for The
Greatest Story Ever Told and Joan of Arc.

Radio

Contact has been the most important new
feature of religious radio programmes, though
this venture in direct pastoral counselling is as
yet on a tiny scale. Listeners are encouraged to
write to the programme about their problems,
some of which are then dealt with on the air.
The person with the problem is put into direct
telephone contact with a highly skilled and
experienced counsellor. The counsellor is
matched to the problem and may be a doctor,
lawyer or clergyman or someone whose
pastoral work is in a more general field.
Originally these broadcasts took place on
Tuesdays and Thursdays as three five-minute
programme inserts into Night Ride. They have
unfortunately been affected but not terminated
by the cut-back in late night programmes but
there is evidence that they are providing a real
service. Correspondence, which was slow to
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begin with, is now running at as fast a rate as
the staff can manage.

The Daily Service continued to be broadcast
live from All Souls’ parish church, just by
Broadcasting House. It is taken by members of
BBC staff with the help of the BBC Singers,
eight of whom sing each day. The latest edition
of New Every Morning is the book used for the
service with the BBC’s own version of the
Psalter and the BBC Hymn Book. The audience
for this broadcast is gratifyingly large and it is
known that many elderly and sick people make
it part of the ordinary pattern of their lives: a
constant stream of correspondence shows how
deeply it is valued.

Prayer for the Day, Thought for the Day and
Pause for Thought are brief daily programmes,
the first two on Radio 4 and the last on Radio
2. Two broadcasters in Prayer for the Day are
heard almost weekly. They are the Reverend
John Jackson and the Reverend Richard
Harries. Both have published collections of
their radio talks during the last year.

On Radio 3 there have been some substantial
theological programmes, notably three pro-
duced by Angela Tilby, Folly to the Greeks (on
the Atonement) The Eternal Triangle (on the
Trinity) and This House of Clay (on the Incar-
nation). Programmes of this kind never reach
a very large audience but give great satisfaction
to those who do choose to listen. These three
achieved some real success in making academic
theology more amenable to ordinary intelligent
people with little knowledge of the subject.

The range of religious programmes on radio
is greater now than it has ever been and shows
no signs of lessening. From Choral Evensong
to Speak Easy with Jimmy Savile is a long
way but each of these programmes (like every-
thing produced by the Religious Broadcasting
Department) is concerned in its own way with
the profoundest questions of belief and morals.
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Educational broadcasting

In the autumn of 1974 the BBC marked the
50th anniversary of its first regular educational
broadcasting transmissions with celebrations
which included an official dinner given by the
Chairman to distinguished representatives of
the educational world.

During the year the BBC provided more
than 3,100 programmes for schools by radio or
television, and about half that number for
those interested in further and adult education.
The cost was met from licence revenue. For the
calendar year 1975, the BBC is providing 840
hours of radio and 960 hours of television in
support of 78 courses or part courses prepared
by the Open University. As before, the cost of
these programmes will be met in full by the
University, out of funds provided by the
Department of Education and Science.

Over many years, the BBC has spent on
specifically educational broadcasting annual
sums equivalent to between 4 per cent and 5 per
cent of licence income. In a period of inflation
the educational broadcasting service could
only be further enhanced by diverting funds
from other areas of broadcasting, a solution
which is impracticable at the present time, or
by finding, at least to support that part of the
service which is directed towards schools and
colleges rather than to the general audience at
home, some supplementary sources of revenue
which in no way impaired the BBC’s indepen-
dent status.

Next there is the question of air-time. Peak
viewing and listening time naturally tends to be
used for programmes for general audiences.
An interim solution was found for schools
radio by transferring the service to Radio 4
vhf only with effect from September 1973 (a
change vigorously publicised by the BBC and
the School Broadcasting Council among users)
leaving the Radio 4 medium wave channels
free for programmes of general interest for
listeners. Further Education presents a more
intractable aspect of the same problem, and
at present many programmes have to be
transmitted at inconvenient times, well outside
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peak viewing hours. It is difficult to see how a
more permanent and satisfactory solution can
be achieved without new radio and television
networks substantially committed to educa-
tional broadcasting, including Open University
programmes. This would not, of course, be a
reason for excluding from the general net-
works educational broadcasts aimed at the
ordinary listener.

The off-air recording of educational pro-
grammes by educational institutions is another
problem. The present arrangements represent
significant concessions by the owners of rights
in the broadcasts, obtained without addi-
tional payment by the BBC, but they are no
longer wholly adequate. What is needed is
the right to retain recordings for at least three
years, instead of one year, and also the right
for the growing number of resource centres to
record and circulate copies of programmes to
the institutions they serve. It has to be reported
with some sadness that the development of the
service has undoubtedly been impaired by
the fact that so far it has not proved possible
to secure such rights on behalf of the schools.

School Radio

During the year School Radio has concentrated
on improving well-established series, par-
ticularly in English, music, and Movement and
Music; also on introducing units of pro-
grammes on distinctive themes for tape-
recorded use, especially by middle schools
with pupils in the age-range 9-13 years. In
addition, the use of radiovision has been
extended and the connections developed
between printed materials, particularly pam-
phlets for pupils, and the broadcasts they
support. The output in English series, in
poetry, stories and drama is now extensive.
Published works by well-known authors have
been specially adapted for radio, or special
works by such writers have been commissioned.
The anthologies of poetry published to
accompany these series, in particular for
Stories and Rhymes, have been distinctive.
Music series have sought to extend further the
musical activity that can be developed from

the broadcasts in schools. Sometimes this has
taken the form of providing greater support
material for teachers or including in the broad-
casts competitions, suggestions for practical
activities, and recordings of music-making by
pupils. The four Movement and Music series
broadcast throughout the school year con-
tinue to have very large audiences in infant and
primary schools and to be a fertile source of
stimuli to pupils’ own creative activity in
movement, painting and writing.

Schools are now making greater use of the
tape recorder. As a consequence schools can
use the transmissions of short groups of pro-
grammes on widely differing themes as re-
source material around which they will
develop their own courses or project work.
The tape recorder is also, along with the
filmstrip projector, vital to the continuing
growth of radiovision programmes. These have
been major items in the language output, and
in the science series Discovery, Up in a Sailplane
was recorded and photographed as an outside
broadcast in order to bring the listening
children as near as possible to the experience of
flight. Teachers comment very favourably on
the radiovision elements in the history, geo-
graphy, science, religious and visual arts output
of School Radio.

Finally, it should be recorded that this has
been an outstanding year for BBC School
Radio pamphlets for pupils. High standards of
design have been achieved with pamphlets
accompanying widely differing series in both
the arts and sciences.

School Television

In June 1974 School Television completed the
changeover to colour production. All new
programmes from then onwards were made in
colour. However, School Television is still
transmitting a number of monochrome pro-
grammes which belong to series produced
earlier and form part of long-term repeat
plans already made. These will disappear
gradually from the output. However, the
schools’ ability to receive in colour is still very
Jimited. A few education authorities have re-
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equipped all their schools with colour receivers
but this is exceptional. More often schools
acquire colour sets only if they are replacing
worn-out receivers, if they are increasing the
provision of sets or if they are equipping for the
first time. Infant schools have a higher pro-
portion of colour receivers than any other kind
of school.

During the year the pre-school series You
and Me, which was introduced on an experi-
mental basis during the previous year, was
extended into all three terms and plans were
laid for its further expansion next year to a
daily transmission, Mondays to Fridays. The
series places heavy emphasis on the develop-
ment of language skills and aims to involve
parents and other adults in the early education
of young children. It thus to some extent
anticipates certain of the recommendations of
the Bullock Report Language for Life, as do
the series Words and Pictures and Look and
Read which have continued to help primary
school children learning to read.

Amongst the programmes for secondary
schools has been an important new series
Living in a Developing Country specially shot
in Ghana and designed to encourage British
teenagers to make comparisons between their
own way of life and that in a country of the
third world. Since the raising of the school-
leaving age School Television has continued to
provide several series designed specifically for
the less academic teenager. They include
programmes in science, mathematics, humani-
ties and careers guidance. A programme from
the humanities series Scene — called What Does
Money Matter ? — was the winner of the Flame
of Knowledge prize awarded by the Society of
Film and Television Arts for the best schools
programme transmitted during 1974, and the
second part of Heil Caesar, a play specially
written for the series Drama by John Bowen,
won the Japan Prize, the foremost inter-
national competition for educational television
programimes.
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Further Education Radio

BBC Radio’s systematic contribution to adult
education has for many years been placed on
Radio 3 (medium wave) on each weekday
evening between 6.30 and 7.30 pm (with
selected re-broadcasts on Radio 4 vhf on
Sunday afternoons from 2.30-4.00 pm). Its
makers have been guided by the conviction
that, as the Russell Committee expressed it:
‘Education is concerned with developing the
ability of individuals to understand and
articulate; to reason and to make judgements;
and to develop sensitivity and creativity.” They
have given special consideration this year to
those adults who, for a variety of reasons, find
that they have an increasing amount of spare
time to occupy and would welcome the regular
provision of new ideas and suggestions for
leisure activities. The weekly magazine It’s
Catching has this particular objective in view,
and offers not only a range of contagious
practical experiences and experiments but also
insights into opportunities for more regular
practical and theoretical study provided by
adult and further education organisations
(including the serious pursuit of broadcast
courses).

Such courses include not only the family-
based Living Decisions course referred to last
year, but also those designed to develop an
informal yet substantial knowledge of foreign
languages and of the culture and customs of
(mainly European) countries. The interests of
parents and families have also figured largely
in such series as The ABC of Education, Early
Promise (dealing with the prospects and guid-
ance of the artistically gifted child) and The
Child in Special Need (in special need because
of some mental or physical handicap). There
have been sequential studies of The Psycholo-
gist at Work and of the Real Responsibilities of
Scientists. And on a broader base, the weekly
programme Foreign Correspondent has at-
tempted to relate specific current events in the
wider world to the concerns of the British
community.

In their service to particular occupational
groups the makers of further education pro-

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

40 Annual Report

grammes for radio have offered such series as
The Lawbreakers, a set of ten case-studies of
those types of anti-social activity that most
frequently preoccupy members of the proba-
tion service, and What’s Happened to the
Town Hall?, which examined the conse-
quences, for both officials and the general
public of the reorganisation of local govern-
ment in England and Wales.

From October 1975, in recognition of the
somewhat kaleidoscopic character of its
current output, Further Education Radio
intends to adjust the presentation of these
programmes so as to concentrate one set of
audience interests on one particular evening
each week. Programmes on Monday will ap-
peal to people with parental and family
interests; those on Tuesday will deal with
programmes about job and work interests;
and so on, until Friday, when the approach of
the weekend suggests leisure pursuits and spare
time interests as the overall theme,

Further Education Television

Educational programmes for adults are to be
found on BBC-1 and BBC-2 throughout the
year and complement much of the broadly
educative but less structured output provided
in general programming. Most programmes
are arranged in series and have supporting
publications of some kind. The output is
extremely varied but may be thought of as
divided into two categories, serving two broad
purposes: vocational and professional training
andre-training; broad cultural and recreational
education. Since the publication of the Russell
Report, Further Education Television has
made a conscious effort to meet the needs of
various minority and disadvantaged groups in
the community, and of those seeking to help
them. In the area of vocational and profes-
sional training there has again been an in-
service education project for teachers, consist-
ing of two series: Measurement in Education
and The Middle Years at School. The accom-
panying booklets were well received. There
were also programmes for social and medical
workers and for those concerned with com-

munity problems. Careers for adults were
studied and a set of lectures provided for the
Young Manager,

The needs of students generally led to a new
initiative in the area of study methods called
Use Your Head, and for those in colleges a new
serics The Caterers was added to Engineering
Craft Studies. On BBC-2, four extra afternoon
transmission times a week for Further Educa-
tion made it possible to repeat series not
originally designed for colleges but thought to
be of value to them.

In the non-vocational part of the output,
foreign languages remained prominent. A new
multi-media German series Kontakte started;
associated with it was a voluntary assessment
test devised by Cambridge University. Major
series in history were also made (for the first
time at 50 minutes), and another significant
development was the starting of communica-
tions studies. Science, environment problems,
contemporary arts and current affairs were all
well represented. Home skills, sports and pas-
times continued to be popular subjects and
parent education continued to be catered for
by Parents and Children.

Among new departures were The 60 70 80
Show, specially devised for retired people, and
I See What You Mean which catered for deaf
people. All in the Mind set out to explore
aspects of psychology.

The Open University

By January 1975 the number of the Open
University’s courses for its 50,000 students had
reached 78. Nearly all made use of television
and radio, which meant that 27} hours of
television time and 24 hours of radio time each
week were devoted to the Open University.
Many people who were not registered adult
students continued to watch and listen to
Open University programmes.

The BBC’s Open University Productions
Department was responsible for producing
all these programmes in close collaboration
with the University’s academic staff. In 1975
the department took delivery of the newest
colour outside broadcast unit in the country.
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The studio at Alexandra Palace was being
colourised and all new productions were to be
in colour from May 1975. A television pro-
gramme, Tawny Owls, part of the third year
ecology course, was awarded the Abe Prize, at
the 1975 Japan Prize competition held in
Tokyo in March.

Education on local radio

Each of the BBC’s local radio stations has an
education producer. In practice he is as much
a team leader and co-ordinator as a producer.
A large group of local educationists are able to
convert their skills and their professional
concerns into radio programmes in partner-
ship with the local stations. This makes such
educational output local in the most real sense.
It is devised for local use and produced by local
users. Through numerous relationships with
local educational groups, both in the schools
and adult fields, the stations are altogether able
to transmit annually some 450 series. Over the
last year, the number of teachers seconded to
BBC Local Radio has diminished to some
extent. This has been caused by current local
financial difficulties and by the aftermath of
local government reorganisation. It is notice-
able, though, that the continuing secondments
are in general for longer periods of time, and
are more firmly based. It is clear that local
authorities increasingly recognise the value in
the form of in-service training of teachers
which this system of secondment supplics.

Recording off-air

Educational institutions may record and
retain BBC educational broadcasts for up to 12
months (or for three years including the year
of transmission if the tape is part of one of the
Radiovisionpresentations)subjecttoconditions
which are widely publicised in programme
literature. According to the latest figures
available, some 92 per cent of all primary
schools and 98 per cent of secondary schools
were known to be equipped with sound tape
recorders by summer 1973. As was to be ex-
pected, the figure for video tape recorders was
smaller —- 31 per cent of all secondary schools in
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summer 1974. However, this represents a
significant increase compared with summer
1973, when the figure was 23 per cent. Signifi-
cantly, too, as many as 53 per cent of the
largest secondary schools (those with more
than 800 pupils) were known to possess video
rccorders. Some 6 per cent of primary schools
now have video recorders. Over two-thirds of
colleges (and all polytechnics) are now equip-
ped with video recorders. This means that
nearly a quarter of colleges obtained video
recorders for the first time during the past two
years (and nearly half of all colleges during the
past four years).

Supporting services

BBC Publications and BBC Enterprises pro-
vide supporting services for the BBC’s educa-
tional broadcasts, many of them planned in
close consultation with the education depart-
ments. BBC Publications produced last year
more than 12 million pieces of material related
to school broadcasts. The basic publications
are notes for the teacher or lecturer and
pamphlets for the student but there is a
wide variety of other learning aids: film strips,
wall pictures, pupils’ worksheets and so on.
For the adult student, they produced about
700,000 pieces to accompany further education
series, usually in the form of books or pamph-
lets, but including gramophone records to
accompany the language series, colour slides,
and packs of teaching material for group use.
Many of these, while closely related to a
particular series, have independent value.
BBC Enterprises supply a large selection of
BBC Television programmes on 16 mm film for
sale or hire and on videocassette for sale only,
for use by schools, universities, colleges and
other organisations, to support educational or
training courses. Many of these are BBC
Schools or Further Education productions.

Schools and further education liaison

The BBC continues to be guided in the formu-
lation of policy and in the planning of the use
of its resources for school broadcasting by the
School Broadcasting Council for the United
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Kingdom, an autonomous body on which
professional associations of teachers, local
education authorities, the Department of
Education and Science, and other educational
organisations are represented.

In November 1974, the BBC and IBA
published jointly Mr C. G. Hayter’s indepen-
dent report on the quality and problems of use
of broadcasts in over 100 schools. This drew
attention to the value placed upon broadcast-
ing by teachers; to the urgent need for an
extension of pre-service and in-service training
facilities to enable teachers to learn to use
broadcasts more effectively; to the importance
of adequate provision of equipment and tech-
nical assistance in facilitating the effective use
of programmes; and to the limitations imposed
on effective use by the existing copyright
regulations.

In the field of Further Education the BBC is
helped by an advisory body, the Further Edu-
cation Advisory Council, which is representa-
tive of all branches of further and adult educa-
tion and which has two programme commit-
tees to advise it in the areas of vocational and
non-vocational studies. Like the School
Broadcasting Council, it too has education
officers to keep it and the BBC in touch with
the members of the audience, The two councils
work closely together.

The following sections give an account of the
year’s work in broadcasting in Northern Ireland
and the English Regions and Network Produc-
tion Centres. The Scottish and Welsh Broad-
casting Councils report separately,

Northern Ireland

For BBC Northern Ireland it has been an
eventful year: the celebration of the 50th
anniversary of broadcasting; preparations for
the inauguration of BBC Radio Ulster; the
start of building work on an extension to

Broadcasting House, Belfast; a difficult and
major fault in the aerial feeder system at the
Divis transmitter which took months to re-
design, replace and rebuild; two more car
bombs outside Broadcasting House in Belfast ;
and a second terrorist attack on the Fathom
Hill transmitter, this time destroying both the
building and the mast, and blacking out tele-
vision and vhf radio reception in the Newry/
Warrenpoint/Rostrevor areas.

Following the recommendations of the
Crawford Committee, which stated in its
report that there was not enough localised
broadcasting in Northern Ireland as compared
with other parts of the United Kingdom,
priority was given to the introduction of BBC
Radio Ulster, which was brought into regular
service on 1 January, providing a fifth pro-
gramme choice for Northern Ireland listeners.
The new service, broadcasting initially some
25 to 30 hours of local programmes every
week, is heard throughout the province on
224 m, replacing the network Radio 4. Un-
fortunately until more transmitters can be
provided Radio 4 on medium wave is now
available only in limited areas of the country,
such as Belfast and Londonderry, but there is
almost universal coverage on vhf. Besides a
greatly increased output of local programmes,
Radio Ulster includes its own individual ‘mix’
from the other networks, especially from
Radios 1 and 2, which are not well received in
parts of Northern Treland.

It has been a year of diverse and successful
programme effort. For the second time, BBC
Northern Ireland won Radio Telefis Eireann’s
Golden Harp International Award (mentioned
briefly in last year’s report) over entries from 34
other countries, with an endearing colour film
by Robin Wylie called The Hobby Horse Man,
the story of an old Belfast character and his
horse-drawn merry-go-round, constantly trav-
elling the poorer and more troubled parts of
the city and giving delight to children every-
where.

Drama output was memorable for a dis-
tinguished colour recording of a new play Full
Fathom Five by Michael Judge, shot on loca-
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tion by the outside broadcasts unit in County
Down. Sixteen other plays and dramatised
productions were provided for the Radio 3 and
Radio 4 networks. There were 12 Mid Morning
Stories from Northern Ireland. Sam Hanna
Bell’'s Ulster novel December Bride was a
popular contribution to 4 Book at Bedtime.

The region's colour OB unit allowed for
more extensive and exciting sports coverage,
while on radio the introduction of Sunday
Sportsound provided regular weekly coverage
of Gaelic sport. Among Northern Ircland
productions on network television was a much
praised colour film on the north coast fishing
industry (Carch As Catch Can), a special
showing of The Hobby Horse Man, and an
item on the Ireland and British Lions captain,
Willie John McBride, on attaining his world
record of rugby international caps.

It was a good year for the arts, including
several television features on the revived
Queen’s University Festival. The Gallery series
further extended its range by sending a camera
team to Toronto for an international seminar
on Irish writers. Radio Ulster introduced its
own weekly arts magazine and features.

Probably the greatest challenge of the year
was presented by the Ulster loyalist workers’
strike. With few newspapers and television
mostly blacked out by power cuts, radio came
into its own again and BBC Northern Ireland
rose to the occasion by more than quadrupling
its programme output almost overnight. The
impact of the extended service and the close
involvement which quickly developed between
the public and the broadcasters was a fore-
runner and encouragement for the start of
Radio Ulster.

The car bombs outside Broadcasting House,
Belfast, caused largely superficial damage -
mainly broken windows - but the Newry
transmitter, following the bomb attack there,
may be out of action for months to come.

Building work is already well advanced on
the extension to Broadcasting House, Belfast.
When completed next year it will mean that
for the first time since the advent of television
the whole programme staff can be housed
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under one roof with immediate access to the
studios and technical facilities.

The 50th anniversary of broadcasting in
Northern Ireland (15 September) was marked
by a wide range of special programmes on
television and radio, many of them commis-
sioned for the occasion. They included a
particularly notable series Four Centuries of
Music in Ireland, which in the coursc of 14
programmes not only revived some very
attractive music but represented a major
exercise in musical scholarship and research.
The anniversary was also marked by a com-
memorative service in St Anne’s Cathedral,
Belfast, which was televised live, by two
popular exhibitions, visited in each case by
many thousands of people, and by two con-
certs and a series of popular audience broad-
casts on television and radio.

English regional broadcasting

The year under review was significant for the
English regions and network production
centres as much for what did not happen as
for what did. For the BBC as a whole it was a
year in which it was necessary to examine
cxpenditurc with the finest of toothcombs.
Every aspect of its operation came under the
closest scrutiny as a potential source of saving.
Although the English regional operation did
not escape the scrutiny, the BBC nevertheless
made a positive decision to shield it from the
worst effects of retrenchment - and this
decision represented, in a tangible way, the
value the BBC places on the regional element of
its output. The English regions welcomed this
the more because they knew that they were
operating at their optimum ‘fighting weight’
and that they had no fat to lose.

There is another factor against which this
protection for the English regions should be
seen. The bulk of the BBC’s major develop-
ment activities concerned regional projects —
for example new buildings in Leeds, Plymouth
and Manchester, together with a phased
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colourisation of the English regional studios.
These projects are still either moving forward
or are already completed, and it is hoped to
make a start with the second weekly regional
television programme, for which regional
staffs and the Regional Advisory Councils
have long been pressing, in January 1976.

Network production centres

Birmingham : Television

Network economies caused a setback in the
year under review. Scripts had been com-
missioned, directors contracted and scenery
built for a new twice-weekly drama serial built
round the Inter-City train service. But before
actual production had started on location and
in the studio the scheme had to be abandoned,
at least temporarily. The other casualty was
Dig This the weekly 30-minute programme for
the lazy gardener.

All other departments flourished, particu-
larly drama, which finished the year with a run
of Plays for Today — Gangsters, The After
Dinner Game, Breath, Death of a Young,
Young Man, and some repeats of previous
productions. These plays on BBC-1 were com-
plemented by nine others on BBC-2 in the
Second City Firsts series.

Pebble Mill — dropping ‘at One’ from its
title — continued at lunch-time for 45 minutes
each weekday and improved in scope, innova-
tion and ambition. The agricultural series
Farming continued to interest and inform the
agricultural community every Sunday. Make
Yourself at Home continued its service to the
Asian population. BBC-2 had Percy Thrower
in Gardeners’ World and nearly every well-
known snooker player in the world in Pot
Black. The film department has been extremely
busy, besides being responsible for filming six
completie plays, and many sequences to support
the current affairs and drama output; it was
also responsible for four documentaries.

The Midland outside broadcast unit was
economically employed throughout the year
reflecting all the major sporting and other
events which occur in this busy part of the
country. The new light-weight mobile control
room was also used for recording outside
sequences for plays.

Birmingham: Radio

Several new series enhanced Birmingham’s
radio output during the year. In the summer
there was Home to Roost, a new situation
comedy starring Derek Guyler, Mollie Sugden
and Norman Rossington. This was followed
up by Terry Wogan breaking new ground as
an interviewer on Radio 4 in Wogan's World.
Both were successful enough to merit second
runs and further series are planned. The
modern-day Dick Barton burst on Radio 2
listeners in the form of Ricochet, a fast-moving
daily thriller starring Ray Barrett. The first
network ’phone-in to be produced outside
London was Voice of the People which started
on Radio 4 in October. This differs from other
’phone-in programmes in not having an
‘expert’ in the studio. Instead, George Scott
chairs debates between listeners on the week’s
main political talking point.

The Midland Radio Orchestra, under its
conductor Norrie Paramor, was featured
during the year in many Radio 2 programmes,
held several public concerts and cut two more
L.P. records. The documentary output in-
creased, with such programmes as The Slimming
Disease (about anorexia nervosa), Take Miss
Smith . . . (the role of the secretary), Think of
a Question (market research), 4 Fair Exchange
(transplant surgery and its ethics).

All this was built on the firm and broad base
of long-established programmes. The Archers
moved into its silver jubilee year still winning
listeners and publicity; My Word and My
Music were as popular as ever; the reputation
of the specialist magazines Farming Today and
On Your Farm were further enhanced; and in
serious music there was again a wide range of
material — from live celebrity recitals at Pebble
Mill to concerts from the major festivals. The
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Centre continued to provide a supply of
outside broadcasts and religious programmes,
regular editions of From the Grass Roots,
Woman's Hour, and Morning Story, and items
for other network magazines.

Bristol: Television

The ability of the Natural History Unit, based
in Bristol, to provide programmes of beauty
and excitement showed no sign of diminishing.
The World About Us series on BBC-2 con-
tained some striking examples, notably The
Year of the Green Cenrre, filmed in central
Australia; The Tender Trap which explored
the world of carnivorous plants; and Valdes —
the Bay of Whales, made in Patagonia by Krov
Menuhin, son of Yehudi, and his wife Ann.
Another distinguished film in the same series,
The Great Turtle Mystery, attracted an audi-
ence of seven millions, an exceptionally high
figure. A different group of natural history
programmes entitled Wilderness took the
explorer Anthony Smith to eight great wilder-
nesses of the world, and on BBC-1 at Christ-
mas, David Attenborough, one of the stars of
wildlife reporting, presented Spectacular Brit-
ain, a memorable film depicting a dozen areas
of the British Isles remarkable for their
scenery and wild creatures.

One of Bristol's producers, John King,
devised seven light entertainment programmes
around Diane Solomon, a singer new to
television and, in contrast, he also wrote and
directed an unusual play about an idyllic
Cotswold childhood, A Secret Place. The
perennially youthful Johnny Morris went
jaunting on the continent this year in Faces of
France.

Bristol: Radio

A new literary quiz, Read Any Good Books?
was introduced from the Bristol Centre with
P. J. Kavanagh as chairman and three well-
known literary figures who were invited to
identify a passage from a book and then talk
about the author. Another innovation, this
time for Radio 2, was a series of Barn Dance
programmes conveying the lively atmosphere
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of country dance parties in village halls. For
Radio 3, there was the first of an occasional
series drawn from original verse and prose by
West Country writers. In a fruitful year for
drama the highlight was a beautifully-judged
production of Far From the Madding Crowd as
the Sunday night serial. Nine other plays, most
of them by West Country writers, gave many
opportunities to local actors.

As well as providing The Living World and
Wildlife every week, the Natural History Unit
was also responsible for At Home with Badgers;
two programmes featuring David Attenbo-
rough; and a commemorative feature about
Ludwig Koch. Other programmes from
Bristol — Any Questions? and Any Answers?
among them — maintained their popularity,
and during the year the Bristol-based Academy
of the BBC welcomed their new chiefconductor,
Norman Del Mar.

Manchester: Television

Progress on the new broadcasting centre at All
Saints remained on schedule. At the time of
writing it seemed probable that network
production centre staff in television and radio,
as well as Radio Manchester, would move into
the building during the summer of 1975.
After acceptance tests the television studio
should come into service in September.
This will provide the BBC in Manchester,
indeed in the North of England, with its first
purpose-built centre for network broadcasting
since station 2ZY came on the air from the city
in 1922. Departments which have been widely
separated in a variety of converted and adapted
buildings, many of them due for demolition,
will, for the first time, be working together
under one roof.

With this satisfactory prospect in mind,
the staff of the Network Production Centre
have worked effectively to consolidate im-
provements made in programme output over
the last four years. A clear division has been
established between entertainment and feature
programmes, each under unit heads, and it is
hoped that the range of programmes will be
extended by re-introducing some drama
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production and establishing outside London a
series of current affairs programmes for a
national network. In entertainment The Good
Old Days remained as fresh as ever; It’s a
Knockout and Jeux Sans Frontiéres attracted
very large audiences; the tenth International
Billingham Folk Festival was effectively
presented; the series Electric Folk from stately
homes scored a success and a new series is in
preparation. Moods of Love with Olivia
Newton-John was well liked by late evening
viewers, and Roy Hudd rendering two Vic-
torian ballads by George R. Simms made a
new and interesting contribution to Christmas
programmes. Indeed, over the Christmas
period as a whole the Manchester Centre
contributed no fewer than 13 varied pro-
grammes to network television. Outside
broadcasts on sport, besides covering many
national events in the north introduced
crown green bowling to television audiences
under the title Top Crown.

For children, Screen Test and Right Charlie
continued to be very popular, and a good start
was made with The Small World of Samuel
Tweet, a situation comedy series featuring
Freddie Davies. The factual unit produced the
refreshing series A Taste of Britain. This was
well received and a new series has been com-
missioned. Documentary output included
The Corporation and the People, the series It
Takes a Stranger and contributions to Look
Stranger and the Blue Peter Special series.

It is only to be expected that the economic
situation as it affects the BBC as a whole
should have been felt in Manchester, and this
has impinged on anticipated levels of staffing
and output. Nevertheless, the Network Pro-
duction Centre will be established in its new
production complex within the next twelve
months, and there is every indication that it
will be both creatively and economically viable
from the outset.

Manchester: Radio

All departments had a busy and successful
year. In Radio 2 the Northern Dance Orches-
tra after a long and distinguished career, was

disbanded and re-born with a new instrumenta-
tion as the New Radio Orchestra. Now in full
swing it contributes, under the baton of Neil
Richardson, its distinctive sound to a number
of Radio 2 programmes. From Light Enter-
tainment there was a new quiz called A
Question of Fun, the award-winning The Worst
Show on the Wireless and series with Les
Dawson, Roy Castle and Mike Yarwood. The
outside broadcast unit was at the British Open
Golf Championship at Lytham, the Tests
from Headingly and Old Trafford, the TT
races in the Isle of Man, the RAC Rally at
York and the Grand National at Aintree.
The Religious Department, too, was out and
about reflecting the religious life of the North.

To Radio 3 the Music Department supplied
over 400 programmes. Apart from the
‘Master Concerts’ where Messiaen’s 7rois
Petites Liturgies in the presence of the com-
poser and the Mahler 10th revised by Deryck
Cooke deserve particular mention, the BBC
Northern Symphony Orchestra played at The
Proms, and the festivals at Bath, Brighton,
Wallasey and Nottingham. From Lancaster
there was the BBC Piano Competition and
from Liverpool Elgar’s The Apostles and The
Kingdom; and the BBEC Northern Singers were
at Aldeburgh and Cork where they included
the world premiere of Sir William Walton’s
Cantico del Sole. Sixteen new young com-
posers had their work broadcast in BBC
Young Composers’ Forum and in Voices of
Today the work of five more senior British
composers was heard. In the spoken word
there was a portrait of Boris Pasternak and
the story of John Ruskin’s mental collapse
entitled Storm Cloud.

For Radio 4 the centre’s offerings included
A Word in Edgeways, Gardeners’ Question
Time, Round Britain Quiz, and Grass Roots.
The talks and documentary unit also produced
among others Weekend Warriors, a story of
the real ‘Dad’s Army’, a portrait on Mallory
of Everest, two programmes from Professor
R. V. Jones about the work of the ‘boffins’ in
the last war, a programme on retirement
entitled The Rest of the Day is My Own and

WwwWw.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

one on voluntary social work called The Do-
Gooders. The drama section concentrated as
before on bringing northern writers to the air,
including Don Haworth, Henry Livings,
Ken Whitmore, Peter Terson, David Mercer
and Stan Barstow. Apart from two new
Northern Drift anthologies, mention should
also be made of Mary Barton by Mrs Gaskell
in five parts, of That Boy by Ivor Wilson and a
new radio version of All in Good Time by Bill
Naughton.

The English television regions

The year was one of unprecedented activity
for the eight English regions whose primary
role is to provide a daily service of news of
local interest. The length of the nightly news
magazine programmes was extended, enabling
them to report more fully on the issues which
involve millions of people all over the country.
The main themes were frequently the same,
with local variations, and concerned the effects
of inflation, rising prices and shortages, job
redundancies and the problems resulting from
industrial strife. In interview, report and
debate, the magazines followed the progress of
local government reorganisation from the
creation of the big metropolitan counties
down to the smallest units and also noted in
some areas the signs, still as yet not clearly
expressed, of a movement towards greater
regional autonomy. The serious accident at
Flixborough and the loss of life in the Birming-
ham public house bombings were two examples
where regional newsrooms made important
contributions to the national radio and tele-
vision news bulletins. In both cases, as in
dozens of others, the BBC local radio stations
and the regions co-operated to ensure com-
prehensive coverage for audiences both locally
and nationally. The good news was reported
as well as the bad. The regions also handled
the coverage of the second general election
within the year. As well as two editions of
Question Time, the Results programme pro-
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vided more opt-out time than ever before for
discussion and analysis of local trends.

Hundreds of people appeared before film
cameras and in the studios to discuss those
issues which were of concern to them and
which helped to make the news. Many ap-
peared in MNationwide speaking from the
region to the nation. Many others appeared in
the weekly opt-out programme which deals
with other aspects of regional life and by its
nature attempts to capture the characteristic
style of the part of the country it serves.
Musicians, folk singers, poets, inventors,
entertainers and politicians all made a con-
tribution. The programmes ranged from an
intensely moving film made by regional
television in Manchester of a young man’s
preparation for his death to an important
series on art from BBC South. Emotive
recollections of the years before the War were
recalled in BBC Midlands’ Tram to the Bullring
while BBC South-west anticipated the likely
effects on Devon and Cornwall of the com-
pletion of the motorway by looking at what
happened when the M6 reached the Lake
District. A number of the programmes selected
for their quality of true regionalism were
subsequently shown in Network, a new BBC-2
series designed to show a wider audience
programmes made by the BBC regional
centres outside London. The year also saw the
completion of the colourisation of the eight
English regional television operations, to-
gether with the opening of new, larger studios
at Leeds and Plymouth.
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Appeals for charity

As in former years, the BBC broadcast regular
appeals on television and radio on behalf of
charitable organisations. Radio appeals were
placed in The Week’s Good Cause at 11.10 am
on Sunday on Radio 4, and the television
appeals were usually transmitted at 6.50 pm
on BBC-1 on the third Sunday of each month.

The total amount received in response to all
regular television appeals, including regional
appeals, in 1974-5 was £152,319. The largest
sums raised were: Camphill Village Trust
£23,650; Horder Cenires for Arthritics
£16,060; Age Concern £11,770.

The total of all Week’s Good Cause appeals
during the year was £234,944, including Marie
Curie Memorial Foundation £6,620; Ocken-
den Venture £4,383 ; Royal Air Forces Associa-
tion £4,121; Christian Medical Service Over-
seas £5,025; St Martin’s Christmas Fund
£27,014; Invalids-at-Home £5,235; St Joseph’s
Hospice £8,518.

The customary Christmas Day appeals on
radio on behalf of the British Wireless for the
Blind Fund raised a total of £64,221. On
BBC-1 on Christmas Day the appeal on
behalf of the National Deaf Children’s Society
raised £2,892. The BBC’s own annual appeal
for Children in Need of Help (radio and
television) raised £23,784.

One emergency appeal was broadcast, on
behalf of victims of the Honduras Hurricane.
The overall result of this appeal, which was
made on BBC and Independent Television and
through the national press, was £338,000.

Audience reaction

The continuous Survey of Listening and
Viewing, in the course of which some three
quarters of a million people were interviewed
during the year, indicated that by the end of
March 1975 the proportion of the population
with colour television sets had risen to 47-2 per

cent compared with 35-9 per cent a year earlier,
an average growth rate of more than 1 per cent
per month. The region with the highest pro-
portion of colour sets was estimated to be
Wales, where 504 per cent were so equipped.
It is probably lowest in Northern Ireland
but, with the agreement of Controller, North-
ern Ireland, Audience Research department
has temporarily suspended interviewing there.

The number of those equipped with uhf
television sets, enabling them to receive BBC-2
as well as BBC-1 and ITV (including those
with colour receivers) also continued to rise.
The survey indicated a total of 91-9 per cent
by the end of March 1975. An estimate of
over 90 per cent based mainly on receiver sales
figures, is quoted in the engineering chapter
below.

The average amount of viewing per head of
population during the first three months of
1975 was 19 hours 27 minutes per week, well
above the rather low level recorded in the
corresponding months of last year owing to
the 10.30 pm closedown in January and part of
February enforced by the emergency regula-
tions.

Radio listening in the first quarter of this
year amounted to an average of 8 hours 24
minutes per week per head of population, over
half an hour less than for the corresponding
period of last year. This was largely because
comparatively high levels of radio listening
were recorded during the period of television’s
early closedown, but was also in part due to
the current cutback of radio transmission
hours, especially on Radio 2. The most note-
worthy aspect of the statistics of listening was
the continued increase in listening to BBC
local radio, 34 minutes per head per week,
some 13 minutes per head higher than for the
same period last year.

The amount of listening to commercial local
radio cannot yet be calculated in the same form
as listening to other radio services, but special
analyses during the first quarter, 1975, put its
‘average daily patronage’, i.e. the proportion
of the population who listen to it at all on the
average day, at 3-1 per cent, as against 3-9
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per cent for BBC local radio, 21+6 per cent
for Radio 1, 17-8 per cent for Radio 2, 1-4
per cent for Radio 3 and 13-7 per cent for
Radio 4. In general, the ‘patronages’ of the
network radio channels were a little lower than
in the same quarter of last year. To what
extent this is due to the inroads of commercial
radio competition, or to an upsurge of local
radio listening (in which both independent
local radio and BBC local radio have shared)
is not yet clear.

Public satisfaction with current BBC tele-
vision and radio programmes is regularly
tapped by means of a question in the con-
tinuous survey. Replies in respect of both radio
and television programmes were somewhat less
favourable this year than last, particularly in
the early part of 1975. This may well reflect
public irritation at the licence fee increase and
also at the larger-than-usual number of
repeated programmes on tclevision resulting
from industrial action last summer.

The largest single BBC television audience
of the year was 24} million for the Miss World
Contest. As usual, Christmas Day broadcasts
attracted some very high audiences. An esti-
mated 20 million saw the programme in
which Her Majesty the Queen gave her Christ-
mas message (some 5 million fewer than for the
same occasion last year); 23} million saw
Some Mothers Do ’ave ’em, and 22 million
Bruce Forsyth and the Generation Game; while
the Boxing Day film, The Magnificent Seven,
was not far behind with 214 million. Special
sporting occasions like the World Cup Final
with 23 million and the F.A. Cup Final with
22} million stood out, as did those for the two
Eurovision Song Contests occurring within
the year in April 1974 and March 1975 with
19 and 20 million respectively.

Light entertainment continued to attract the
largest audiences amongst regular series, The
Morecambe and Wise Show averaging nearly
19 million, and Bruce Forsyth and the Genera-
tion Game nearly 17% million. Other firm
favourites were Steptoe and Son, 14 million,
The Dick Emery Show, over 13 million, Look,
Mike Yarwood, 12} million, The Two Ronnies,
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11 million, It’s Cliff Richard, 10} million, and
Lulu, 10 million.

Two newcomers which did remarkably well
this year were the comedy series Porridge,
which averaged over 14 million viewers, and
the American detective series, Kojak which
began on Saturday evenings with an audience
of about 12} million, reaching almost 14
million when it transferred to Monday after
the New Year. Domestic brands of crime and
punishment continued to attract viewers,
Softly, Softly’s audience averaging 11 million,
Sutherland’s Law 9 million, and Z Cars
(which passed its 500th transmission during
the year) 8} million, whilst both Barlow and
Dixon of Dock Green had audiences of over 8
million.

Competitive sport remaincd an attractive
element in the schedules. Top of the league was
the boisterous It’s a Knockout averaging 14
million, followed by Sports Review of the Year
with over 13 million, while Match of the Day
with 9% million, Sportsnight with 9 million and
Grandstand with 3} million retained their hold.
Not surprisingly, with the absence of England
from the competition and the subsequent
elimination of Scotland, audiences for the
World Cup were somewhat lower than in 1970,
though the World Cup Final was seen by 11}
million.

In Drama, Play for Today was seen by an
average of 4} million people, with particularly
favourable receptions accorded to Gangsters
and The Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, Black
Oil. Play of the Month averaged about 4
million, with Robinson Crusoe attracting
almost 83 million. Despite the long interrup-
tion in transmissions during the summer, The
Pallisers was watched on average by 2 } million
people, but viewers’ reaction to the series was
less favourable than to The Forsyte Saga.

BBC-1’s main news at 9.00 pm had an audi-
ence of just under 8 million, as did Nationwide
earlier in the evening. Among current affairs
series Panorama averaged just under 4 million
and Midweek 1% million. The Tuesday
Documentaries had audiences of varying size
averaging about 5 million, though one pro-
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gramme Cross Your Heart and Hope to Live
drew 9 million, and the most enthusiastic
receptions were given to A Small Imperfection
dealing with Spina Bifida, and After the Parcel
Exploded which concerned the victim of a
Belfast bomb explosion. Ommnibus, too, pre-
sented very varied material to which viewers
reacted in widely varying ways, with particular
praise for Oscar Petersen meets André Previn
and Whar Price a Symphony. The twelve
episodes of the documentary series, The
Family, though unenthusiastically received,
were nonetheless watched by audiences aver-
aging 5% million people.

Of BBC-2’s regular series, the largest audi-
ences were attracted by Alias Smith and Jones,
9 million, and The Goodies, 8 million. The
World About Us, with a loyal audience of 3
million, continued to be the highest-praised
series of all, with outstanding receptions
accorded to Woodpecker and The Bay of the
Whales, whilst Horizon, which averaged audi-
ences of a little under 3 million, also won high
praise for Noah’s Ark for Europe, Joey and
Anaesthetics.

Children’s programmes continued to attract
large numbers of viewers. Some 65 per cent
of their target audience viewed the long-
running Blue Peter and 66-7 per cent John
Craven's Newsround. The classic serial David
Copperfield averaged almost 114 million, and
the return of the ever-popular Dr Who 9
million. Amongst the very young, the BBC-1
edition of Play School has recently been seen
each day by about three quarters of all 2-4
year olds.

The largest listening audiences of the week
were for Junior Choice, over 6} million hearing
the Saturday edition and 5% million the Sunday
edition. Family Favourites, which used to have
an audience of 12 million when broadcast on
Radios 1 and 2 simultaneously still has 4%
million on Radio 2 only. A large proportion of
all listening occurs on weekday mornings, the
morning sequence on Radio 1 being heard by
about 3 million, that on Radio 2 by 2} million,
while another 3% million listen to the 8.00 am
news on Radio 4.

Audiences for other regular series vary
greatly in size from one another. For example,
Melodies for You has an audience of 2 million,
Jimmy Savile 3 million, Gardeners’ Question
Time — a programme with a devoted following
of well-pleased listeners — averages almost 1
million, and Radio 3’s Your Concert Choice on
Sunday mornings has an audience of about
200,000 people.

Radio 4’s news and news magazine pro-
grammes remain an important source of infor-
mation for large numbers of people. Of the 33
million already mentioned who hear the
8.00 am news, 2 million people go on to hear
the ensuing part of the Today programme. The
one o’clock news bulletin has an audience of
almost 2% million, PM averages three quarters
of a million, and The World Tonight 350,000.

Though Radio 3 audiences are generally
comparatively small, response to particular
programmes is often enthusiastic. As usual,
performances of masterworks of classical
music were particularly appreciated, the
Master Concert series, a performance of the
St Matthew Passion, The Proms and a concert
by the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra being
particularly noteworthy. Among talks and
features And the Walls Came Tumbling Down,
a programme dealing with the invasion of
Normandy, earned one of the warmest recep-
tions ever recorded.

As usual, several broadcasts were studied in
depth this year, notably The Family, the
investigation probing the paradox of a series
that was unfavourably received but which
nonetheless commanded quite sizeable audi-
ences. It transpired that even those who did not
‘identify’ with the Wilkins family (and they
were the great majority), nonetheless ‘dipped
into’ the series. Doing so seems to have served
viewers largely as a source of information about
the world around them, though a number of
other ‘functions’ performed by viewing were
noted. The message or messages conveyed by
Dr Bronowski’s The Ascent of Man was also
the subject of a special report. The investiga-
tion, which was on a small-scale, suggested
that some of the deep and sophisticated pur-
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poses which Dr Bronowski explicitly stated
that he was pursuing were not often perceived,
most viewers regarding the series as simply
a ‘history of science’. There was no evidence
of ‘selective perception’, i.e. of viewers seeing
in the series what they were predisposed to see.
A number of audience research studies were
published during the year. The first of a new
series entitled Annual Review of BBC Audience
Research Findings (Number 1) was launched,
the purpose being to make available to a
wider readership ~ broadcasters outside the
BBC, in this country and abroad, researchers
in mass communication and interested viewers
and listeners — the findings of some of the
research conducted by the department during
the previous year. Reports on public reaction
to BBC coverage of the February 1974 general
election campaign, to the World Cup (1974)
coverage and statistical data about the viewing
and listening of children of different age groups
were published separately alongside papers
prepared for the General Advisory Council.
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External broadcasting

There have been few periods of any duration
in the 30 years since the end of the Sccond
World War when the world has not been
troubled by major crises of one kind or
another. The past year has been no exception.
Cyprus and Ethiopia, Greece and Portugal,
Vietnam and Cambodia have all been con-
tinuously in the news, and coverage of events
there and elsewhere has posed its special
problems for the External Services. In the first
place there has been the problem of accuracy
and therefore of credibility. What is foreign
news to British viewers sitting comfortably in
front of their television sets is domestic news
to the inhabitants of Saigon, Phnom Penh,
Nicosia or Lisbon, news that affects them
personally and dramatically. They hear the
BBC reporting what is going on on their own
doorstep and can regard themselves as good
judges of the accuracy of its reporting. They
may sometimes be more aware of the dis-
crepancies between what they can see of the
situation from their limited vantage point and
the total picture they get from the BBC news,
but more often they will be turning to the BBC
in increased numbers and placing even greater
reliance on it because it is precisely at times like
these that the local media will tend more than
ever to distort, underplay or even omit what is
inconvenient or embarrassing and that a
totally dependable source of news becomes of
crucial importance. Vietnam is a case in point.
A Guardian correspondent on the spot re-
ported last March on what he called ‘the god-
like authority of the BBC’ in that country, and
described how the great flight of the South
Vietnamese, civilians and military alike, from
the Central Highlands started when rumours
that the Saigon Government was planning to
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abandon the area to the Vietcong were con-
firmed by the BBC Vietnamese Service. ‘The
authority of the BBC Vietnamese language
service’, he wrote, ‘is difficult to comprehend
for those who have never visited Vietnam. But
for a variety of reasons it is trusted by the
Vietnamese, who are not a trustful people, like
no other news source.’

This dependence on the BBC is not, how-
ever, without its problems. In the first place
those who have come to regard it as the voice
of truth and freedom during periods of dictator-
ship, as happened in Greece and Portugal,
have often found that the BBC’s subsequent
reporting of events in their own countries was
less to their taste. This has been the case in
Portugal, where those in power on the left,
who had earlier expressed their admiration for
the BBC Portuguese Service, have later
criticised what they have tended to regard as
misrepresentation when it was merely a case of
the truth having become less palatable and
more embarrassing. Similarly in Greece - and
in Cyprus itself — the BBC’s reporting of the
Cyprus crisis in the summer of 1974, and of
subsequent events, has attracted accusations
of pro-Turkish bias, often based on no more
than the factual reporting of Turkish official
statements side by side with those of Greek
spokesmen. In such circumstances the listener’s
emotional involvement is so strong that objec-
tivity and fairness are equated in his mind with
uncritical support for his own viewpoint. These
are considerations which correspondents and
news editors alike must ignore if, when the dust
settles, they are to be seen as having main-
tained the standards expected of them by those
very same listeners. They become less easy to
ignere when governments — or even terrorist
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bodies ~ step in to exert pressure, sometimes
amounting to blackmail, on international
broadcasters such as the BBC, whose following
is large, and which escapes the control which it
is sought to impose on the reporting of internal
events. Such pressures have been recently
experienced by the BBC in Uganda, and by the
BBC and Deutsche Welle, the Federal German
organisation, in Ethiopia. In the latter case
Deutsche Welle felt itself compelled to aban-
don its Amharic Service, and though it later
reversed that decision, it was with the proviso
that the service would avoid coverage of
internal developments in Ethiopia.

What all this refiects is the continuing and
probably growing importance of international
broadcasting and of the BBC’s stake in it. In
the BBC’s case that importance is reflected in
the lead it has established in audience size over
its competitors in most parts of the world. It
is reflected also in the efforts made in the press
and broadcasting of countries whose authori-
ties resent its influence to discredit it. This is
particularly true of Communist countries,
whose own external broadcasts, particularly to
the Third World, frequently seek to denigrate
the BBC and to associate it in their listeners’
minds with the relics of imperialism and
colonialism.

Not all the External Services’ problems, how-
ever, arise from the reporting of the inter-
national scene. Part of the BBC’s function in its
overseas broadcasts is to reflect and explain
developments at home and to foster a greater
understanding of British attitudes and interests
and a greater awareness of British achieve-
ments. The latter is the primary intention
behind a great many programmes, some
directly aimed at export promotion, others
more generally displaying a picture, not often
seen in our domestic press, of British science,
British technology and British skills at their
best, proving, as one columnist in a provincial
paper put it, that there is still a lot of life left in
the British lion. However, in a period of acute
economic difficulties and frequent industrial
strife that effort at projecting the positive side
may seem to some listeners overseas, most of all
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perhaps to British expatriates, to be over-
shadowed by the day-to-day reporting of the
vicissitudes of the country’s struggle with infla-
tion and its consequences. They should perhaps
remember, in their unease at what they hear,
that the standards which they expect the BBC
to apply to the reporting of international
affairs cannot be abandoned when it comes to
the domestic scene and that there is much
evidence to suggest that many foreign listeners
are impressed by what they see as the honesty
of the BBC’s reporting of British domestic
affairs, which adds greatly to its credibility in
other fields. What they are entitled to expect
is that the BBC will be as diligent in its search
for positive news as it may occasionally seem
to be when in pursuit of bad news.

Language services: general and
programme developments

Western and southern Europe

Listeners in western and southern Europe
had more cause than ever to turn to London in
English and their own languages during a
period marked by sudden and largely unfore-
seen upheavals. Contacts with listeners in
French and German indicated a healthy
interest in British events, problems and solu-
tions while Britain’s membership of the
European Economic Community was in
question and severe economic problems affected
the area as a whole. Domestic radio stations
in the German Federal Republic, Switzerland
and Austria, as well as Deutschlandfunk and
Deutsche Welle, the two West German exter-
nal broadcasting stations, continued to rely
heavily on topical material supplied by the
BBC German Service. Prominent personalities
in France and Germany proved as willing to
take partinlanguage programmes from London
as British members of Parliament, diplomats
and academics.

The BBC’s Italian programmes can now be
as clearly heard in many parts of Italy as any
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domestic station, thanks to the availability of a
medium wave relay station in Munich. This
has enabled the Italian Service to come much
closer to its audience, not least by means of
discussion programmes between prominent
Italians, including two Cabinet Ministers, and
leading British politicians, and by question-
and-answer sessions on points about Britain
held by a distinguished Anglo-Italian team in
a number of Italian cities. Great emphasis has
een placed in BBC programmes to Western
Europe on the promotion of British trade, and,
in particular, tourism. Mail addressed to the
producer of the French Service's short daily
Flash Touristique now comes in at the rate of
10,000 letters a year. Similar programmes
more recently launched in German and
Italian are securing a comparable response.

The sudden downfall of dictatorial regimes
in Portugal and Greece confirmed the existence
there of large and faithful audiences to BBC
vernacular broadcasts. After the Greek mili-
tary junta had handed power back to civilians
in July 1974, a Greek theatre audience, when
it learned of the presence of BBC cameramen
in the hall, stood up in spontaneous tribute. In
Portugal, soon after the coup which over-
threw the Caetano regime, a commanding
officer said that he had begun to wind up the
war in Guinea Bissau when he heard about the
change of government from the BBC. Tributes
to the information provided in such broadcasts
were paid in both countries by political
personalities belonging to every shade of
democratic opinion. Later events have shown
that politicians, be they Portuguese or Greek,
remain quick to react one way or another to
comments broadcast from London.

One of the strongest elements in programmes
directed to authoritarian countries is a London
view of world-wide comment about them, and
in particular, press reviews. The weekly review
of press comment on Spanish affairs topped
the list of the most popular Spanish Service
programmes with five times more listeners’
votes than any other programme. Even more
successful were three interviews with Salvador
de Madariaga, the doyen of Spanish liberal

exiles, first broadcast in Spanish by the BBC.
These were later repeated in an abridged form
by the Spanish commercial network SER, thus
breaking a silence which had lasted since the
Spanish Civil War,

As tension between Greece and Turkey rose,
erupted into direct conflict in Cyprus during
the summer of 1974 and continued to smoulder
on, Britain’s popularity in both countries
fluctuated violently. This inevitably affected
listeners’ reactions to broadcasts in both lan-
guages, but an analysis of Turkish listeners’
letters received in August, for instance,
showed that three-quarters of the writers
continued to acknowledge BBC impartiality.
Leading personalities in both countries includ-
ing Mr Karamanlis and Mr Ecevit remained
willing throughout to be heard on BBC air in
their respective languages.

Eastern Europe

External broadcasts remain an acutely sensi-
tive political issue in communist dominated
eastern Europe. As a high dignitary in the
area put it: ‘BBC broadcasts do not make
party officials’ lives any easier ~ they widen the
horizons of too many listeners and introduce
new factors into their way of thinking’. The
official attitude to these broadcasts continued
to vary from country to country with Poland
and Hungary among the most receptive and
Czechoslovakia the most restrictive. Bulgaria
abandoned jamming in October 1974, the last
of East European countries to do so. On the
other hand, internal problems caused the
Yugoslav authorities to become much more
sensitive about comment from abroad on
domestic issues. The Soviet information ser-
vices also tended to display somewhat in-
creased hostility to BBC broadcasts in English
and other languages.

On the other hand, the spirit of détente led
to renewed if tentative contacts with broad-
casting and other information organisations
in the area. Thus Polish, and to a lesser extent
Hungarian, journalists and artists again felt
free to take part in BBC programmes in their
own languages. The Polish Foreign Minister
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and the Hungarian Minister of Light Industry
gave interviews during their visits to Britain.
Interviews with BBC Polish Service staff were
featured for the first time ever in the Warsaw
Home Service with illustrations from a drama-
tised production originally broadcast from
London.

The BBC services broadcasting to Eastern
Europe have been under constant pressure
from within Britain from dissidents in the
countries concerned to highlight the various
forms of protest emerging in the area. Every
effort has been made to ensure that activities
subject to official disapproval by communist
regimes were given balanced treatment and
fully reflected the trend of British public
opinion in each case as a matter of basic
human rights.

South Asia

In spite of very considerable expansion of
domestic radio and television in India and
Pakistan there is evidence of a steadily growing
audience for the BBC particularly in local
languages such as Urdu, Hindi and Bengali.
Even the small Tamil Service has a rapidly
expanding mail bag; over 8,500 letters in 1974
compared with only just over 1000 in 1970.
The Bengali Service mail is now regularly
running at over 1000 letters a week while a
survey undertaken in West Bengal for the
BBC revealed that 16 per cent of the sample
(representing adults aged 18 or over in urban
areas of West Bengal) were regular listeners to
the BBC in Bengali — about the same as for the
Hindi Service in north India. There is no doubt
that it is the coverage given by these services to
world affairs, including major developments
in southern Asia, which is the main attraction.

As elsewhere the affairs of the Middle East
and the course of the world food and energy
crisis have been of particular interest and
concern to listeners, while the Indian nuclear
explosion, the anti-corruption movement of
J. P. Narayan, the banning of the principal
opposition party in Pakistan, the introduction
of a single party state in Bangladesh, and Sheik
Abdullah’s return to Kashmir have been
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among the significant developments of the
year on which listeners on the sub-continent
have expected the BBC to speak with authority
and objectivity. Economy measures have meant
that there is no longer a permanently based
BBC staff correspondent to cover the affairs of
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey, but
to the east, the BBC South-east Asia corres-
pondent was on the scene in Rangoon when
students and priests seized the body of U Thant
and challenged the government to give the ex-
Secretary General of the UN what they felt was
a fitting burial. The BBC was first with the news
both to Burmese listeners and to the rest of the
world throughout this crisis.

The Far East

Many people in Japan clearly feel they have a
special relationship with Britain. In the last
year the flow of letters has again increased and
is now running at 160 a day. The prestige and
popularity of the Japanese Service means that
important Japanese visitors to Britain are
happy to be interviewed. Last year these
included Mr Miki, who is now Prime Minister,
and Mr Takeiri, the leader of the Komeito
(*Keep Clean’) government party. The Japanese
Service programmes reflect the audience’s keen
desire for knowledge about Britain. Because of
its sophisticated audience special attention is
given in the Japanese Service to English litera-
ture, British inventions, personalities and, of
course, programmes encouraging trade and
tourism.

Vietnam, while still ravaged by war, came to
rely on the BBC for an objective account of its
own battles, victories and defeats. A British
journalist wrote in The Times that ‘most
ordinary people in Vietnam rely on the BBC for
the only credible version of what is happening
around them. . . . Britain and the British come
in for a good deal of reflected glory from the
BBC, and British journalists and diplomats are
assumed by most Vietnamese to be associated
with the BBC and therefore to be respectable,
responsible and well informed’.

In Thailand the elections in January 1975
marked a real attempt to return to democratic
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government. Before the elections, Thai officials
and government ministers showed particular
interest in the way we run elections here in
Britain and in the way the BBC reports them.
The Thai Section ran a separate programme on
British ways of using the media to encourage
popular participation in an election.

The Chinese Service concentrated on pro-
viding up-to-date objective coverage of inter-
national news. It gave good coverage of Mr
Heath’s visit to China and also covered the
visits of Chinese sports teams to Britain. It
also continued to highlight British techno-
logical and industrial achievements.

In Indonesia, there is, to judge from listeners’
letters, a steadily increasing audience. Last year
the Indonesian economy prospered and
emphasis was given to programmes promoting
British exports. But there were also lighter
themes. A production of Romeo and Juliet to
mark the 25th anniversary of the section was a
great success and was rebroadcast by Radio
Republic Indonesia.

The Middle East

Since the dust of the October 1973 Arab-
Israel war settled the Arabic Service has been
mainly preoccupied with the need to report
and interpret the unfolding diplomatic scene.
The Geneva Conference and the succeeding
Kissinger round which led to the Israeli
withdrawal from the Suez Canal marked the
beginning of this new phase. In the ensuing
search for a settlement, significant events were
the Arab summit in Rabat, marking the
emergence of the PLO as the sole representa-
tive of Palestinians, and the UN General
Assembly. Arabic Service staff members
covered the conferences in Geneva and Rabat,
and the General Assembly was fully reported
by local stringers. Hardly less important as a
consequence of the war, and far more complex,
was the world-wide oil and money crisis which
was reported and interpreted with as much
confidence as conflicting, if authoritative,
views permitted. Attention was, however,
regularly drawn to the positive and steady
development of Britain’s own petroleum

resources as a factor in the equation and the
effect they should have in a measurable time
on the British balance of payments.

Britain’s exporting effort has been dealt
with as fully as ever in specially designed pro-
grammes as well as in the supporting pro-
gramme magazine Huna London. A growth of
interest has been noticed in, apart from goods,
the various services that Britain can provide,
such as consultancy in many fields, job
training, science and English teaching, and
aspects of the Open University. The consider-
able steady flow of correspondence from and
visits by staff to the target area confirm the
existence of an influential as well as a widely
differentiated audience. A recent survey of
listening in Lebanon shows that the service
has a regular audience among adults of over
30 per cent.

Africa

The past 12 months have been turbulent
ones for Africa, with violence or crises in
many countries. The African Service reflected
all these events, using the ever-increasing
flexibility of communications to provide
swift and detailed coverage of political crises.
New satellite links provided excellent though
costly telephone circuits to ~ for example —
Khartoum and Abidjan and the daily pro-
gramme, Focus on Africa, made constant use
of over 40 reporters throughout the continent
and in Europe.

A new programme on development and
Britain’s role therein, Blucprint Africa, was
introduced and soon elicited a response from
listeners. A second series of the popular
history series Aftica A to Z was completed in
December. The first series is to be published in
book form in response to requests from many
listeners. In January a new programme, Africa
75, set out to explore a major subject in depth
every week — press freedom in Africa, Ethiopia
and inflation were among the first subjects
tackled.

However, a recent survey in Fast Africa
showed that the BBC is losing ground to its
competitors in its Swahili and English broad-
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casts to the area due to poor reception at a
time when Swahili has been adopted as the
national language of Kenya and is steadily
gaining ground as the lingua franca of the
whole of East Africa ~ a total population of 40
millions. The answer - a new relay station to
serve the area - is not likely to be forthcoming
for some years due to restricticns on capital
expenditure.

The Somali Service gave detailed attention
to events in the Horn of Africa in a year
which saw President Siyad Barre elected
Chairman of the Organisation of African
Unity, widespread famine in the Somali
Republic, controversy over Russian influence
in the country and the ever sensitive problem of
Somalia’s relations with Ethiopia and her
other neighbours. A special correspondent was
sent to the Organisation of African Unity
Summit held in Mogadishu in June and there
was little doubt about the importance attached
to the Somali Service by its listeners and about
the role it plays in Somali public life.

In the 12 months covered by this report
the Hausa Service broadcasting to an audience
in the Northern States of Nigeria and con-
tiguous countries, received more letters than
ever before. A substantial proportion of these
letters were in appreciation of the Hausa
Service’s English by Radio transmissions.

Latin America

Among the many delicate problems facing the
Latin American Service has been the need to
explain British attitudes to Chile, and in
particular Government views on matters like
trade with Chile, humanitarian treatment of
opposition elements and debt rescheduling. It
is perhaps significant that in the course of the
year listeners’ letters from Spanish America
have shown an increase of 42 per cent. Al-
though Chile may have been the central issue,
events in several other countries of South
America have at different times dominated the
current affairs output. There were attempted
coups in Bolivia and Peru, continuing extrem-
ist violence in Argentina, growing support for
the re-admission of Cuba into the Pan-
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American system, a new administration in
Brazil under General Geisel and a consequent
gradual liberalisation, as well as the continuing
story of Latin America’s complex relations
with the USA. Very particular attention was
also paid to the affairs of the Iberian penin-
sula, especially to the mounting turmoil in
Portugal.

Although the year has seen no change in the
scale of the broadcasting effort directed to
Latin America, the large number of important
events linking the area with Britain — from the
grand state occasion to a high-powered trade
mission or the visit of the Archbishop of
Canterbury to Colombia, Chile, Argentina
and Brazil — has brought about a significant
shift in the emphasis of programme content.
In June, for instance, the Service relayed live
from Belgrave Square the Foreign Secretary’s
(Mr Callaghan’s) unveiling of a statue to
Simon Bolivar. Many distinguished Latin-
American figures came to London for the
occasion and among those interviewed by the
Service were the Foreign Ministers of Colom-
bia, Ecuador and Venezuela as well as Dr
Rafael Caldera, who in March had completed
his term as President of Venezuela. In Decem-
ber, a half-hour dramatised feature was
broadcast to mark the 150th anniversary of
the Battle of Ayacucho, which decisively
ended the Spanish hold on Latin America and
in which the British General William Miller
played a distinguished part. The programme,
of which 68 copies were distributed to stations
in ten countries, was enthusiastically received
and rebroadcast.

Programmes reflected the highly successful
Royal visit to Mexico in all its various aspects
but perhaps the most useful job was done in
the few weeks leading up to the event when the
Service broadcast a number of programmes
designed to stimulate interest in the Royal
Family as well as to further understanding of
its role in the nation. In addition, a substantial
amount of recorded material was provided for
local broadcasting by Mexican stations, one of
which, at the autonomous University of
Mexico City, mounted a British cultural week
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to mark the occasion with the help of the
Latin-American and Transcription Services.

World Service

In May 1974, two new live editions of Twenty-
Four Hours, the daily current affairs program-
me which had been launched in the World
Service in 1973, were introduced at 0509 and
0709 GMT, to enrich the service with up-to-
date comment on overnight news develop-
ments. In July the pattern of two major news
periods, 0400-0430 and 0600-0630 GMT,
was changed to provide a comprehensive but
integrated half-hour sequence. Fach of these
half-hours now contains a world news bulletin,
despatches from correspondents giving the
background to the main news stories in the
UK and overseas, and a look at the British
press. These major re-arrangements have
enabled the large breakfast-time World Service
.audiences in Europe, Africa and the Middle
East to hear a fuller and quicker-reacting
current affairs service complementing a
thorough wide-ranging and more flexible news
service.

For the second general election within a
year, World Service gave as extensive a
coverage as it had done in the previous Feb-
ruary. The topical magazine Outlook included
a daily Election Desk, reporting on the cam-
paign and outlining the policies of the various
political parties. Interested listeners through-
out the world were given, from the declaration
of the first result until the afternoon of the day
following polling day, a continuous service of
results, analyses, reports and reaction from
Britain and overseas. Radio stations abroad
used the World Service special election broad-
casts as programmes to dip in and out of, or as
live source material to monitor.

The ever-increasing significance in the UK
and the world at large, of developments in
the financial and industrial sectors was reflec-
ted both in regular World Service programmes
and in special documentary features.

A new Financial News bulletin, prepared
especially for World Service and giving
detailed information on commodity prices and
significant currency movements, started in
May 1974. The importance of the City of
London in international finance was examined
in a documentary feature, Financial Centre to
the World, and, following the dramatic rises in
commodity prices, another feature, Al Power
to the Commodities assessed the balance of
economic power between the producer and
consumer countries. Many other special pro-
grammes highlighted aspects of the current
world economic crisis, not least the series
Understanding Inflation.

Philosophy, science and the arts were not
neglected in a year dominated by economic
problems. Voyage Round a Twentieth Century
Skull, Dr Jacob Bronowski’s last major work
for broadcasting, was recorded specially for
BBC overseas audiences. This series on the
ideas and discoveries that shaped the mind of
modern man attracted considerable response
from listeners, as did Professor Dahrendorf’s
Reith Lectures, The New Liberty: Survival and
Justice in a Changing World, broadcast on
World Service immediately following the
Radio 4 transmissions.

Relays and recordings from a considerable
number of Promenade Concerts were broad-
cast on World Service and the regular Saturday
night Prom relay, started in 1973, was again a
feature in 1974. Highlights from Britain’s
major music festivals were broadcast in
November and December. And on the pop
side, World Service Pop Club was extended
from 30 to 45 minutes in January 1975,
in response to numerous requests from
listeners.

The World Cup at Munich dominated sport
in 1974. Each day of play was reported in
World Cup Soccer Specials and commentary
on eleven matches was broadcast, including
live commentary on the whole of the final.
World Service ran a competition to forecast
the winner and the score in the World Cup
Final, and this attracted over 30,000 entries
from 141 countries.
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Industry and exports

External Services’ coverage of British industry
and exports continues to expand. New pro-
grammes include the Persian Service’s Bazaar-
o-Bourse (the title of which hardly needs
translation) which reflects the emergence of
Iran as a major market and investment partner.
Other examples are Mutual Benefit (on trade
and investment topics) in the Spanish service,
and the African Service’s new weekly pro-
gramme Blueprint Africa, devoted to techno-
logical innovation, which is already getting an
encouraging response from listeners.

The staples of this kind of broadcasting
remain, as before, major overseas contracts
won by British industry, British exhibits at
foreign trade fairs, the arrivals and departures
of trade delegations and — most important of
all — programmes about new developments in
technology, agriculture, medicine and science.

A few examples will give an idea of the scale
and range of External Services coverage: the
Bulgarian service transmitted a programme on
the new synthetic rubber plant being built at
Burgas by John Brown’s, as did the Yugoslav
Service on the £5 million bulk carrier being
built for Yugoslavia by Sutherland Ship-
builders Ltd. The Romanian Service gave wide
coverage to the Anglo-Romanian economic
talks held in London early this year; BBC
broadcasts to Brazil in August 1974 featured
in detail the British Industrial Exhibition in
Sao Paulo, on the occasion of which the
Brazilian Government proposed the setting up
of a joint economic commission with Britain.
New technological developments covered by
the External Services are too numerous to
mention; but the Science, Industry and
Exports Unit, which supplies most of the
material, writes up several hundred items a
year, ranging from Concorde to minor con-
sumer goods.

The most effective broadcasts are often
those with a human-interest story; for example,
the Swabhili service’s broadcast about a Kenyan
boy’s heart operation at Hammersmith hos-
pital, or the Japanese service’s coverage of
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the presentation in Tokyo of a china clock
(presented by Josiah Wedgwood Ltd) to the
writer of the 50,000th letter of the year the
service received.

Invisible exports play an increasingly im-
portant part in External Services’ programmes;
for instance the new German Service pro-
gramme Tips for Tourists (which already
elicits over 100 enquiries a month) and the two
editions of the Arabic Service’s monthly
programme journal Huna London (published
in Beirut), which were designed and produced
in collaboration with the British Tourist
Authority specifically to attract visitors.

Listener response to all these programmes
continues to grow in volume — the World
Service weekly programme New Ideas now
receives over 7,000 letters a year, an increase of
50 per cent over last year. Many companies
—to whom enquiries are always passed — tell us
of sales effected by BBC broadcasts; for
example, the manufacturer of a water purifying
device in Derby received more than 100
enquiries as a result of an External Services
programme, and made sales from about a
third of them. Perhaps the most dramatic
instance of listener impact is that of the retired
US Air Force colonel who heard a World
Service interview about the new EMI-Scanner
brain diagnosis X-ray system. He happened
to be on the governing board of a group of
hospitals in California, and got a plane to
London straight away to see the equipment for
himself.

Rebroadcasting, topical tapes
and transcriptions

A wide variety of BBC External Services
programmes are rebroadcast by radio stations
all over the world, in English and in other
languages, both by direct relays and in recorded
form. In particular there are 184 daily relays of
world news by 64 stations in 45 countries. In
addition, Overseas Regional Services provide
special services for rebroadcasters in North
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America, the West Indies, Australasia and the
Pacific, Africa, the Middle East and Asia. A
selection of External and domestic Services
output is transmitted twice daily by cable to
National Public Radio in the United States for
selective inclusion in their morning and evening
current affairs programmes networked nation-
wide to 170 public service member stations.
Special news bulletins and programmes are
line-fed for relay in Australia, Canada and New
Zealand.

The cessation of daily broadcasts to the
Caribbean as a consequence of cuts in govern-
ment expenditure in March 1974 remained the
subject of adverse comment both in the West
Indies and certain business circles in London.

Fifteen series of taped programmes, BBC
Topical Tapes, covering current affairs,
development, science, sport, the arts, educa-
tion, finance and British personalities are air-
mailed weekly to radio stations and distribu-
tors in 58 countries and are regularly broadcast
by some 270 stations, including nearly 200 in
the United States and Canada. Programmes on
development themes carry contributions from
Britain and the Third World and are distribu-
ted to some 30 developing countries. More than
300 tapes were despatched weekly in 1974-75
making a total of over 16,000 tapes during the
year. The cost of tape, packaging and distribu-
tion is recovered from user stations.

BBC Transcription Services sold in the
calendar year 1974 well over 40,000 hours of
programme recordings to 140 broadcasting or
distributing organisations. The hesitant but
growing demand by US broadcasters for
quadraphonic recordings of pop and other
music led to a year of intensive development of
the new techniques to the routine production
stage. In a period of financial stringency and
steeply rising programme costs, the Transcrip-
tion Services have been able to hold their level
of production at over 500 hours a year of
programmes of lasting value because of an in-
crease in sales revenue of 174 per cent in the
year 1974-75.

English by Radio and Television

The number of countries which broadcast
BBC English by Radio lessons on the local air
has risen from 77 to 93, the highest figure ever
reached. Some 250 radio stations throughout
the world now broadcast BBC English by
Radio lessons. BBC English by Television
series have been screened during the year in
France, Germany, Italy, Denmark, Sweden,
Finland, Austria, Holland, Belgium, Hungary,
Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, Israel, Yugo-
slavia, Cyprus, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Algeria, Indonesia, Brunei, and Singapore.
Programmes have also been purchased for
institutional use in many other countries.

Location filming in six developing countries
for a new English by Television series, Teaching
English with Vision, financed by the Ministry
of Overseas Development and produced in
conjunction with the British Council, has just
been completed. The series, with an accom-
panying handbook and sound recordings, will
be available in April 1976. Books in Focus, a
radio series on works of literature often set in
examinations overseas at ‘O’ level, is another
of the projects undertaken under this ODM/
BBC/British Council Scheme. All 52 pro-
grammes in the series have now been completed
and are being issued for use on radio stations
in more than 30 countries. The 40 radio pro-
grammes of a third project under the scheme ~
Modern Office Limited (English for Com-
merce) — have been recorded and will be avail-
able with an accompanying textbook and audio
cassettes in October 1975.

In March this year, a new series of 100 radio
lessons for beginners, specially designed for
the Arab world, had its first broadcast in the
Arabic Service and several stations in the
Middle East have already expressed an interest
in having the series for broadcasting locally.
Special series of English by Radio programmes
have also been produced for China and
Indonesia, where audience demand is particu-
larly large.

The BBC English by Radio and Television
Department’s own publishing operations have
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produced their highest gross income and net
profits. There have been notable increases in
sales in Spain, Japan, Hong Kong, and Leba-
non and continuing high levels of business in
Germany and France. Particularly noteworthy
is the fact that, in Japan a BBC Complete
English course consisting of six books and 24
cassettes has been selling at the rate of 2,000
sets per month. Another notable achievement
has bzen the sale of English by Television films
to institutions in France. This year, no fewer
than 654 films have been sold by the BBC
English by Radio and Television agent there.

Capital projects

In spite of severe limits on capital expenditure,
the programme for the improvement in the
technical facilities of the External Services has
continued, both in the United Kingdom and
Overseas. In the Caribbean good progress has
been made on the construction of the new
BBC/Deutsche Welle hf Relay Station on the
island of Antigua, and the station is expected
to start broadcasting in 1976. Although work
has continued on the construction of equip-
ment for the modernisation of the medium-
wave facilities at the Eastern Mediterranean
Relay Station in Cyprus, the uncertainties of
the local situation have caused delays in
starting the site work.

Following the offer of a site by the Govern-
ment of Singapore, work is now in hand for
the removal of the equipment from the Far
Eastern Relay Station in Malaysia and its
installation at the new site in Singapore. It is
also proposed to improve the facilities of the
Eastern Relay Station by the addition of short-
wave transmitters to the existing medium-
wave installation, thus providing improved
coverage of the Indian sub-continent.

At Crowsley Park the new receiving station
is now complete and has taken over the work
of the Tatsfield receiving station which has
been closed down. At Bush House, agreement
has been obtained to the plan for the modernis-
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ation of the technical and office facilities, and a
contract has been placed for the installation
of an electronic news distribution system,
which is designed to speed up the flow of news
and information throughout the building.

International broadcasting

The output of a selection of the world’s external
broadcasters is shown on page 65. The leading
broadcasters in terms of hours of output are,
as before, the USSR, China, the Voice of
America, the German Federal Republic, the
BBC and Egypt -~ in that order. In the case of
the USSR and Egypt the December 1974
figure is higher than in 1973 and for the other
broadcasters lower, but the differences are not
great. The Soviet expansion by about 30 hours
per week to 1986 hours in over 80 languages
was mainly in Russian, but there was a small
increase in one of its major language services,
Arabic, and output in Bambara for the Mali
Republic was doubled. Although China’s 1974
total of 1317 hours a week was a few hours less
thanin 1973, two new services were introduced,
Bulgarian and Quechua, the latter being a
language in which the USSR has been broad-
casting for some years and which is spoken by
Indians in Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador. Early
in 1975 the new Quechua Service was increased
and a third new language, Sinhala, was added;
this brought the number of languages used to
45, the largest output, apart from broadcasts
for Taiwan, being Russian.

Voice of America reductions affected a
number of languages. Output in Vietnamese,
which was contracted with the ending of the
war in Vietnam, was cut back still further.
Other decreases were in Burmese, Hindi, and
Urdu (services which had been expanded in
1973), both Spanish and Portuguese for Latin
America and English. One service, Slovene,
was discontinued. In December 1974 Voice of
America output totalled 795 hours in 35
languages, but the overall American effort,
including the broadcasts of Radio Free
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Europe for East and Central Europe and
Radio Liberty for the USSR, amounted to 1933
hours weekly. Early in 1975 Radio Liberty
added Lithuanian to its 16 other language
services and broadcasts in Latvian and Eston-
ian are due to start later in the year.

The combined output - as at December
1974 — of Deutsche Welle and Deutschland-
funk, the West German external broadcasters,
at 773 hours per week was about 30 hours less
than in 1973. The reductions, all on the part of
Deutsche Welle, were mainly in German.
Arabic and Chinese broadcasts were slightly
incrcased and early in 1975 a Bengali service
was introduced (bringing the number of
languages used to 39), and Portuguese broad-
casts were directed to Mozambique in addition
to Portugal and Brazil. Relay facilities were
again strengthened, the Malta relay base
coming into operation towards the end of
1974; this consists of three 250 kW shortwave
and one 600 kW medium wave transmitter to
be used mainly for transmissions to Northern
Africa, the Middle East, Asia and America.
Early in 1975 the ninth of the 12 500 kW
shortwave transmitters under construction in
Bavaria came into operation. The BBC, with
727 hours of broadcasts weekly in 40 languages
in Dccember 1974, reduced some of the
English output which had provided a choice of
programmes at certain times of the day. The
total output of the Warsaw Pact countries
(other than the USSR) was slightly increased
to a total of 1390 hours per week. Among the
other broadcasters in the table opposite the
most notable change was by France. When
ORTF was reorganised at the beginning of
1975, the only external services to be retained
were those in French and English to Africa,
German and Spanish.

The table shows only a minority of the
countries which support external services.
Among the many others there were a number
of developments. For example, North Viet-
nam started two new services in 1974, in
Spanish for Latin America and Malay. In
Latin America, Venezuela launched an exter-
nal service in 1974 with broadcasts in English

and Spanish for Europe and the Americas.
Argentina increased its services in Spanish,
Portuguese, French and English.

There were numerous examples of improve-
ments in technical facilities as countries con-
tinued to install high power radio trans-
mitters for external and domestic broadcasts.
Several new transmitters opened in Fastern
Europe and there were a number of big
developments by the Middle East countries,
including Iran, Qatar, the Yemen Arab
Republic, the Lebanon and Syria.

Audience studies

Each year the BBC commissions research
agencies to carry out sample surveys in several
countries. These surveys provide information
about the audiences for the BBC and its com-
petitors, and other radio and television data.
Some surveys cover the entire population,
while with others it is practical to sample only
sections of the population such as those living
in urban areas. All survey findings are subject
to a margin of ‘standard error’; in addition,
research techniques are more advanced in
some countries than others and so the degree
of reliability may vary. Naturally audiences for
external broadcasts vary in size in different
parts of the world and comparisons between
countries should not be made. The results must
be assessed againstsuch factors as the historical,
political and linguistic background and the
stage of development of the country concerned.
Some of the latest available results follow.

A survey was carried out in the spring of
1974 among a sample representative of the
adult population of France aged 15 and over.
2:6 per cent of the sample listened to the
French Service regularly — that is at least once a
week - and a further five per cent less fre-
quently. However, there were considerable
differences between listening in the Paris area
and the North - where regular audiences
approached four per cent - and the South
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External broadcasting

Estimated total programme hours per week of some external broadcasters

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974

USSR 533 656 1015 1417 1908 1915 1884 1952 1986
United States of America 497 1274 1495 1832 1907 1829 2001 2060 1933
Voice of America 497 843 640 831 863 785 929 882 795
Radio Liberty — — 411 478 497 497 498 602 584
Radio Free Europe — 431 444 523 547 547 574 576 554
Warsaw Pact countries

Other than USSR 386 783 1009 1215 1264 1287 1325 1376 1390
Poland 131 359 232 280 334 336 340 340 343
East Germany — 9 185 308 274 273 284 322 316
Czechoslovakia 119 147 196 189 202 211 225 234 250
Romania 30 109 159 163 185 188 190 190 190
Bulgaria 30 60 117 154 164 175 175 179 179
Hungary 76 99 120 121 105 104 111 111 112
Chinese People’s Republic 66 159 687 1027 1267 1309 1292 1326 1317
German Federal Republic —_ 105 315 671 779 792 806 806 773
United Kingdom (BBC) 643 558 589 667 723 720 746 751 727
Egypt — 100 301 505 540 545 601 613 638
Albania 26 47 63 154 487 487 490 490 487
Netherlands 127 120 178 235 335 327 388 389 402
Australia 181 226 257 299 350 360 362 348 386
Spain 68 98 202 276 251 237 371 361 354
India 116 117 157 175 271 300 314 321 326
Cuba —_ — — 325 320 327 354 354 310
France 198 191 326 183 200 196 309 306 o

Japan — 91 203 249 259 259 259 257 256
Israel — 28 91 92 158 161 185 191 197
Italy 170 185 205 160 165 165 170 168 168
Canada 85 83 80 81 98 113 123 164 148
South Africa — 127 63 84 150 172 168 184 139
Ghana —_ — — 212 186 177 166 161 131
Portugal 46 102 133 273 295 295 297 297 112
Yugoslavia 80 46 70 78 76 86 86 86 82

i) The figures are for December 1950 — 1974, or the nearest available month.

ii) The list includes fewer than half the world’s external broadcasters. Among those excluded are Nationalist
China, North and South Vietnam, North and South Korea, and various international commercial and
religious stations, as well as clandestine radio stations. Certain countries transmit part of their domestic
output externally on shortwaves; these broadcasts are mainly also excluded.

iii) * No December 1974 figure for France is given as during the few months prior to the re-organisation of the
French radio and television networks in January 1975, the pattern of external broadcasting was unclear.
Since that time, the External Service has been restricted to broadcasts in German, Spanish, French and
English for Africa, amounting to 110 hours per week.
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where audiences were much smaller. These can
probably be attributed to the better reception
conditions on medium-wave in the North.
About 1 per cent of those interviewed claimed
to be regular listeners to the BBC World
Service in English.

A radio listening survey was carried out in
Tanzania in April and May 1974 amongst a
sample representing adults aged 18 and over in
urban areas, Zanzibar being excluded from the
survey. There was also a small rural sample.
The regular audience —~ those who listen at
least once a week - to BBC broadcasts in
Swahili was 14 per cent of the sample in the
urban areas and 13 per cent among the small
rural sample. The regular audience to the
World Service was 17 per cent of the urban
sample and six per cent of the rural sample.

A survey based on a sample designed
broadly to represent all adults aged 18 and over
in urban areas of West Bengal was carried out
in May. Of the broadcasters from outside the
Indian sub-continent, the BBC, with a regular
audience of 16 per cent for its Bengali trans-
missions, was the clear leader. In addition 13
per cent listened regularly to the BBC’s World
Service in English.

JIn January 1975, a survey was carried out in
eight states of India. The results were of more
than usual interest since three quarters of the
sample of adults was drawn from rural areas
and among these respondents six per cent
listened to the BBC once a week or more fre-
quently and a further three per cent less often;
among the smaller urban sample, the compar-
able figures were 15 per cent and 10 per cent.
The largest audience was for the Hindi Ser-
vice, 16 per cent of urban and rural respond-
ents in the six Hindi-speaking States surveyed
being regular or occasional listeners to these
broadcasts.

The results of a survey carried out among the
adult population of Lebanon at the end of
1972 were recently made available to the BBC.
32 per cent of the sample listened to the BBC
Arabic Service once a week or more often and
six per cent to the BBC in English.

Whereas sample surveys will measure

audience size, postal questionnaires are a
valuable method of obtaining feed-back to
BBC output and for finding out more about
the audience such as their reasons for listening,
their programme preferences, and the times at
which they listen. In 1974 over 14,000 question-
naires were returned by listeners, from many
different walks of life, who hear BBC English
and vernacular services.

The volume of listeners’ letters addressed to
the BBC External Services reached well over
350,000 in 1974 - over 50,000 more than in
1973, which was itself a record year. The
number of letters do not of course indicate
audience size. Nevertheless they provide useful
evidence of the characteristics and wide
geographical distribution of BBC listeners.
They are, therefore, always a valuable source
of information, and are particularly important
for those countries where it is not possible to
carry out statistical surveys.

The Monitoring Service

The most critical event of the past year for the
Monitoring Service was the Turkish invasion
of Cyprus which had an immediate and serious
impact on monitoring operations. For it was
on the north coast of Cyprus, near Kyrenia,
that the Service’s US partner, the Foreign
Broadcast Information Service (FBIS), main-
tained a substantial and efficient monitoring
unit with the task of reporting on broadcasts
from most of the Middle East as well as those
from Cyprus itself, Greece and Turkey. Since
the end of World War 1I the reports from this
unit, supplied to the Monitoring Service under
a long-standing exchange agreement, have
been a very important element in the Service’s
output. On the morning of the invasion and
for many hours thereafter, those on duty at the
unit overnight continued steadfastly to file
reports on such broadcasts as they could
cover, interspersed with eyewitness accounts
of the bombing and fighting going on around
them. But their position soon became unten-
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able and they were in due course lifted off the
beaches by the Royal Navy.

The loss of so vital an outpost at such a time
called for urgent action to make good as much
as possible of its wide-ranging commitment.
A small BBC monitoring team, flown into
Cyprus just before the invasion, was able in
circumstances of great difficulty to provide
valuable coverage of Cyprus radio; coverage
of broadcasts from Turkey and Greece as well
as a number of Middle East stations was
undertaken at the Service’s headquarters at
Caversham. With commendable speed FBIS
staff from Cyprus, reinforced by staff from
headquarters in Washington, were re-deployed
to resume monitoring at temporary locations,
including a sizeable party stationed at Caver-
sham to assist with the extra tasks undertaken
there. Now more permanent arrangements are
in hand and it is hoped that something ap-
proaching the efficiency of the old Cyprus unit
will soon be restored.

But that crisis was only one of many events
and situations with which monitoring was
concerned during the year. The in-depth
reporting upon broadcasts from the USSR,
Eastern Europe, the Far East, Middle East
and Africa continued undiminished, with
closer consultation between the Service and
prescribing departments than ever before to
ensure that what was selected from the vast
world-wide intake for publication in the
Summary of World Broadcasts met their
requirements as nearly as possible.

Since the end of the last war the Monitoring
Service has not been required to devote much
effort to listening to or reporting on broadcasts
from Western or Southern Europe, on the
grounds that information about what was
going on there was readily available and that it
was better to concentrate scarce resources on
less open and accessible parts of the world.
Recently, however, the Service has come under
strong pressure from FBIS, on behalf of the
US Government, to increase and intensify its
monitoring of western and southern Europe.
To the very limited extent possible without
detriment to its main coverage commitments,
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it has done so, and during the past year has
produced a good deal of material which has
been found to be valuable, not least from
Portugal since the overthrow of the Caetano
Government in April 1974, and more recently
from Spain. The speed and convenience of
monitoring — especially when it can be carried
out in the UK - is not, in fact, confined to
remote or closed societies, but this latest task
has put the Service’s resources under some
strain and a modest reinforcement is necessary
to sustain it and to make its results available
to all consumers.
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Engineering

Television

CEEFAX

This has been a year of real progress for the
BBC’s newest television service, CEEFAX,
now in the middle of an operational experi-
ment. Designed and developed by BBC
research engineers, CEEFAX utilises existing
television transmissions to provide pages of
written information on the receiver screen.
The information may be in the form of
words, numbers or simple diagrams - or a
mixture of all three.

The viewer can at any time dial a page of
the latest news headlines, sports results, a
weather map, or many other subjects, and this
will replace the television picture within a few
seconds. News flashes or sub-titles can be super-
imposed on the picture. The viewer may select
another page or return to the television pro-
gramme whenever he wishes.

Although the picture and CEEFAX infor-
mation are carried on the same television
channel, a receiver with a special decoder is
required for CEEFAX because the method of
carrying the information is quite different
from that in normal television transmission
practice. There are a few unused, blank lines
at the top of the television picture which are
not visible on a correctly-adjusted set. BBC
engineers have succeeded in using some of
these for the CEEFAX service; they found
that they could put enough digital pulses on
four of the spare lines in each complete
picture to represent four rows of characters
on the screen. In this way, enough pulses can
be sent to code a whole page of 24 rows of
text in just under a quarter of a second. One
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hundred pages can be transmitted in turn as a
continuously re-cycling stream without inter-
fering with the picture in any way. In the
receiver the CEEFAX decoder recognises and
extracts the pulse groups from the television
waveform and gathers them into a store. They
are then used to activate an electronic charac-
ter generator in the receiver to display what-
ever page the viewer has selected.

The display uses any combination of six
colours and white, with upper and lower case
letters, and the facility for flashing individual
words for emphasis. These techniques are
used to produce very attractive and informa-
tive pages.

After a period of technical tests, which
started in May 1974, the Home Office autho-
rised an experimental service to run for two
years from September 1974, in order to test
the public reaction. A small editorial team
produces pages of up-to-the-minute informa-
tion which is broadcast throughout the
television day on BBC-1 and the BBC has
installed a number of receivers at centres
throughout the country to show CEEFAX to
as many people as possible. Receiver manu-
facturers are already producing prototype
receivers with CEEFAX decoders.

Uhf services

The BBC has continued to expand its net-
works of uhf transmitters to make BBC-1 and
BBC-2 625-line colour television available to
more people throughout the country. The
addition of two main and 30 relay stations
during the year has increased uhf coverage to
about 95 per cent of the United Kingdom
population. This is only a small increase over
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last year’s figure and clearly illustrates the
problem of bringing television services
to the last few per cent of the population.

The addition of the two main stations
(Chatton, Northumberland and Knock More
in Banffshire) means that nearly all the sta-
tions serving large populations are now in
operation. To offset increasing costs, con-
siderable thought has been put into the
design of standard low-power, low-cost
transmitter installations. Small, pre-fabricated
glass-fibre buildings are already in use to
house transistorised equipment. The BBC and
IBA transmitters are in the same room and
space has been provided for future fourth
programme equipment. The buildings are
equipped at a central depot after which they
are transported to site and installed on pre-
pared foundations. It has become increasingly
difficult to find contractors for conventional
buildings on remote sites and the new tech-
niques avoid this difficulty. As well as a saving
in construction time and a modest reduction
in building costs, there is a significant economy
in the time spent on site by specialist engineers.

Receiver sales figures and other information
indicated that, by the end of March 1975, over
90 per cent of households had 625-line
receivers and that more than two in every five
of these was a colour set.

Vhf television

With the growth of uhf coverage, the number
of households relying on vhf transmissions
(which are for black-and-white only) has
diminished to less than six per cent of the
total. At the same time the demand for the
dual-standard receivers which have to be
used for the 405-line service has fallen to the
extent that they are no longer manufactured,
although it is still possible to obtain them
from the limited stocks available. Dual
standard receivers will of course receive the
BBC-1, BBC-2 and IBA uhf 625-line trans-
missions when they become available in areas
yet to be served.

Radio

Frequencies: long and medium waves

For many years the medium wave services
have been subject to interference from conti-
nental stations after dark. The problem has
become more serious as the number of trans-
mitters in Europe and their radiated powers
have outgrown the capacity of the channels
which they share. In October 1974 the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union held the
first part of a conference to re-allocate fre-
quencies for sound broadcasting in the long
and medium wavebands throughout most of
the world, except for the Americas. The
European proposal to increase the number of
channels available by reducing their spacing
from nine to cight kilohertz was not accepted
by the majority of countries in Asia, Africa,
and Eastern Europe. These countries do not
yet suffer from a shortage of channels to the
same degree as those of Western Europe, and
they are not prepared to face the technical
work and costs involved in a major re-
arrangement of frequencies. The main decision
of the first half of the conference was that any
re-allocation of frequencies should be re-
stricted to the minimum consistent with
achieving uniform nine kilohertz channel
spacing throughout the regions concerned. As
this is the spacing already used in Europe, the
prospects of reducing night-time interference
in the If and mf bands in this country are slight.
The BBC is assisting in the preparation of the
United Kingdom’s proposals for the second
half of the conference which starts in October
1975.

Frequencies: vhf

The prospects for an improvement in the vhf
radio situation are somewhat brighter. There
are difficulties at present because educational
programmes are carried on the Radio 3 and 4
vhf networks and this discourages those
listeners to the normal programmes who are
either not prepared or not able to change
wavebands to hear the programmes of their
choice. Some are not able to use other wave-
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lengths -~ especially at night when the service
areas of the If or mf transmitters are dimin-
ished by interference.

The BBC has been pressing for some years
for a larger allocation of frequencies in the
vhf broadcasting band in order to provide
more channels and to improve the coverage
of its sound services.

The Stockholm Conference of 1961 as-
signed frequencies for radio broadcasting in
Band II; the United Kingdom allocation was
for three networks in the band from 880 to
94-6 MHz (used for Radio 1/2, 3 and 4) and
one in the band from 97:6 to 100 MHz which
is not yet used for broadcasting in this country.
The Crawford Committee on Broadcasting
Coverage stated in its report that these
frequencies would not be available for broad-
casting before 1978. The use to which that
band should be put is, of course, a matter for
government decision, but the BBC believes
that in order to rationalise its services,
and thereby to encourage listeners to use vhf,
the additional frequencies should be allocated
to a fourth national vhf network, which might
accommodate all curricular educational radio
programmes, including those of the Open
University.

Several factors, according to the Committee
on Broadcasting Coverage might contribute
to a general increase in vhf listening — a fourth
network, possibly with educational pro-
grammes, and less duplication of services on
both mf or If, and vhf; the high technical
quality of vhf transmissions and the spread of
stereo radio also contribute to the swing
towards vhf listening. The Committee there-
fore recommended that the BBC should try
to fill the gaps in the coverage of its vhf
services even though the cost per listener may
be very high, and even though frequencies are
limited. The BBC had advised the Committee
in a special report that another 40 small
stations would be required to fill the gaps,
mostly relay stations serving less than 5,000
people, but altogether serving almost a
quarter of a million people. Some of these
could be accommodated at existing or pro-
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posed uhf television stations, but others would
need new sites and would therefore be relatively
more expensive.

A BBC assessment indicates that about half
the extra frequencies required could come
from the band below 94-6 MHz, but to
implement the entire plan would require
an extra bandwidth of 1-8 MHz for three
national networks or 2-4 MHz for four. The
extra frequencies might be sought in the 100 to
104 MHz part of the spectrum, which is used
in some other European countries but is not
allocated for broadcasting in the United
Kingdom at present. In view of this limitation,
the Crawford Committee suggested that the
networks should be extended as far as presently
available frequencies would permit.

Stereophony and vhf

The stereophonic radio services, available on
vhf, have been extended to most of Central
Scotland and to South Wales and the Bristol
Channel area. During 1975 they should recach
the North-east of England and the area around
the Solway Firth. Further extensions are
planned to take place as the Pulse Code
Modulation network spreads. Pulse Code
Modulation is the system developed by BBC
engineers for the distribution of high-quality
stereophonic audio signals; its introduction
has facilitated nationwide stereophonic broad-
casting (see below).

Research and development

The production and transmission of radio and
television programmes is a very sophisticated
business and a continuous programme of
research is necessary to make sure that the
engineering resources available are efficiently
employed. The development of CEEFAX
which makes use of spare capacity in the
television waveform to provide a new service,
without requiring any additional frequencies
or transmitters, is a good example of the
value of this research.
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Another proposal deriving from BBC
research is for a possible new type of radio
service specifically for motorists. At present
there is no way in which urgent messages and
information (concerning such things as fog,
accidents and diversions) can be transmitted
with certainty to all motorists in a particular
area. Motoring information is included in
many of the existing radio programmes, but it
cannot be allowed to intrude too much into
the enjoyment of other listeners. A further
problem is that motorists may be tuned to
any one of a number of different stations;
they may be listening to recorded music; or
of course they may have no radio at all. The
BBC proposal is for a network of low-power
mf transmitters, each of which would be used
only to transmit specialised motoring infor-
mation for the area in which it is located. All
the transmitters would use the same frequency
— although for normal broadcasting this
would create intolerable interference. The
scheme depends upon the fact that it would
only be necessary for each station to come on
the air for relatively brief periods, for instance,
30 seconds in every eight minutes. The trans-
mitting times would be co-ordinated so that
those transmitters on the air at any particular
moment were sufficiently far apart not to inter-
fere with one another. The system is known as
time division multiplex and although it has no
application to ordinary broadcasting it is well
suited to a motoring service of the kind en-
visaged. The motorist would require only a
very simple fixed-tuned receiver which could
be arranged to over-ride the existing car radio
or tape player. As he drove along the motorist
would receive brief transmissions containing
information for the area in which he was
travelling; he would have a free choice of
entertainment for the rest of the time.

Although it would require the allocation of
a special mf channel this scheme has many
advantages over others which have been
considered; it would cover the entire country
rather than selected lengths of motorway and
it would be relatively inexpensive to set up
because many of the transmitters could make

use of existing transmitting sites and aerials.
Tests of the system and discussion with other
interested bodies continue.

Previous reports have referred to work on
the digital processing of sound and television
signals. Until recently these signals have been
handled in analogue form, that is to say as a
varying voltage which is directly related to the
sound in the studio or to the varying bright-
ness of the televised picture. In digital proces-
sing the varying voltage is measured at very
frequent intervals and the result is then
transmitted by means of a code made up of
digital pulses, rather like a morse code. The
main advantage of digital processing is that
the resulting signals are extremely robust;
they can be transmitted over long com-
munications circuits or recorded and re-
recorded many times without any loss of
quality. The first application of digital proces-
sing was the ‘sound-in-syncs’ system, in which
the sound component of a television pro-
gramme is transmitted as a part of the tele-
vision waveform. This not only saves the cost
of an additional sound circuit, in most cases
it also provides improved sound quality.

Subsequently the BBC developed a system
which allows for the distribution of up to 13
sound signals over a single television-type
circuit. The signals are conveyed to digital
form and interleaved in such a way that all 13
signals are conveyed to their destinations in
precisely similar form, and this is particularly
important in the distribution of stereophonic
programmes. It is this pulse code modulation
system (mentioned briefly in the previous
section) which has already made high quality
stereo available to over 80 per cent of the
United Kingdom population.

In the television field, digital processing has
been used in standards converters which are
now being used to convert from the 625-line
standard to 405-lines, for transmission to
those receivers which still require a 405-line
signal. The CEEFAX signals, described else-
where, are also digital in form and they
represent the first example of digital signals
being transmitted for reception in the home.
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The application of high-speed digital pulse
techniques to broadcast engineering has been
made possible by the development of solid-
state devices, originally intended for the
computer industry. Very small integrated
circuits are now available containing the
equivalent of thousands of separate compo-
nents, and these are able to perform compli-
cated electronic tasks with the utmost reli-
ability and speed. Other new devices are
becoming available which are more directly
applicable to broadcasting. There are for
example light sensitive semi-conductors which
lend themselves to digital scanning for tele-
vision either in cameras or film scanning
machines. Somewhat crude solid-state cameras
have been operated in the Research Depart-
ment, and it seems only a matter of time before
a rugged and compact solid-state colour
camera can be developed.

It is clear that digital equipment has aiready
had a considerable impact on BBC engineering
and it will certainly grow in importance, with
two principal effects. From the engineer’s
point of view there will be greater reliability
and more economical operation, together
with a consistently high standard of quality.
From the point of view of the producer,
methods will change to allow for a greater
degree of freedom and flexibility in the produc-
tion of programmes. In the meantime research
effort will continue to apply the most modern
technology to the main purpose of making the
best possible use of available resources and of
offering the highest possible standards of
picture and sound quality to the viewer and
listener.

Technical liaison

The BBC has maintained its liaison with the
British Radio Equipment Manufacturers’
Association (BREMA), the Electronic Engi-
neering Association (EEA), the Radio and
Electronic Component Manufacturers’ Feder-
ation (RECMF), the Radio and Television
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Retailers’ Association (RTRA), the National
Television Rentals Association (NTRA), and
the Cable Television Association of Great
Britain (CTA).

Manufacturing information about items of
BBC designed equipment has been prepared
to enable British firms to produce and market
them under licence.

Discussions with BREMA, which is con-
cerned with the manufacture of domestic
radio and television equipment, have proved
mutually helpful on subjects such as receiver
performance, transmission standards, and
problems concerning viewers’ and listeners’
receiving equipment. These discussions have
embraced both television and radio, and
particularly the problems of satisfactory stereo
reception. A good example of this co-operation
was the setting up of a committee, with
representatives from BREMA, the BBC and
the IBA, to agree upon the technical stan-
dards for CEEFAX-type transmissions. The
agreed standard for the United Kingdom was
published in October.

The RTRA and NTRA are the BBC’s main
channels of communication and liaison with
the radio and television trade, and they are
kept fully informed of all engineering develop-
ments affecting the trade and public.

In January 1975 the BBC decided as an
economy to make a change in the schedule for
the Trade Test Transmissions on BBC-2.
For many years these had been transmitted
continuously whenever BBC-2 was not carry-
ing advertised programmes, to provide the
television trade with a test signal for use in
repairing and installing receivers. But the
BBC-2 transmitter network now consumes
more than 5 MW (5,000 KW) and the power
consumption for test card transmissions in-
volved a very large annual expenditure. Most
dealers arc now equipped with test gear which
enables them to set-up a colour television
picture without the need for a broadcast signal,
although radiated signals are needed by aerial
contractors to ensure that newly installed
aerials are providing satisfactory pictures on
all three channels.
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After consultation with the trade organisa-
tions, the BBC curtailed the test transmis-
sions, and the BBC-2 network is now on the
air from 10.30 till 11.30 each morning,
and in the afternoon from 4.00 until
regular programmes begin. Test card trans-
missions are maintained throughout Saturday
mornings, and on many days there are of
course additional BBC programmes to provide
a signal during the daytime. Although many
representations were made about the curtail-
ment of test card transmissions and the in-
convenience which it undoubtedly caused, it
is believed that most people in the television
trade appreciated the reason for the change
and have been able to adapt their arrange-
ments to the new schedule.

Engineering Information Department pro-
vides a service of information and advice for
the public, the radio and television trade, and
industry about the reception of BBC pro-
grammes and the development of its services.
It deals with a large volume of enquiries by
letter and by telephone and issues many
information sheets and other publications.

As the 625-line colour television services
reach new areas, the need to stress the impor-
tance of correctly installed receiving aerials
becomes ever greater. This also applies to the
increasingly popular stereophonic radio ser-
vice. Aerials for both these services are much
less obtrusive than those which were needed
for the reception of the 405-line television
services on vhf and most people now realise
that an efficient aerial is essential for good
reception. Such an aerial not only provides
a strong signal to the receiver - it is also able
to discriminate against interfering signals
coming from other directions. This is especi-
ally important as it is increasingly necessary
to use the same frequencies for many trans-
mitters in different parts of the country.
During their surveys of new reception areas,
the Department’s engineers visit dealers and
local authorities to ensure that the best use is
made of the new services.

BBC Engineering, published quarterly, pro-
vides information about technical develop-

ments in the BBC, mainly'for readers who
have a professional interest in these subjects.

The BBC is represented on several Study
Groups of the International Telecommunica-
tion Union (ITU). These include the Inter-
national Radio Consultative Committee
(CCIR), the International Telegraph and
Telephone Consultative Committee (CCITT)
and the joint CCIR/CCITT Committee known
as the Mixed Committee on Transmission of
Television (CMTT). Members of BBC staff
attend as members of the United Kingdom
delegations, and they also take an active part
in the technical activities of European Broad-
casting Union (EBU), as well as those of the
International Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) and the International Standards Organ-
isation (ISO). The European Broadcasting
Union is the body which looks after the
interests of broadcasting organisations in
Europe and co-ordinates the international
exchange of programmes, in particular the
Eurovision Network. Interest is also taken in
the enginecering activities of several other
broadcasting unions, including the Asian
Broadcasting Union (ABU). The Common-
wealth Broadcasting Conference, held every
two years, is also strongly supported.

The training of engineers from overseas
broadcasting organisations has continued and
a total of 54 technical staff from 23 countries
were accepted for training courses and train-
ing attachments during the year; of these 45
attended formal training courses at the BBC’s
Engineering Training Centre. The cost of
these various forms of aid does not fall on
licence-holders in this country; it is paid for
by the broadcasting organisations requesting
assistance, sometimes with the help of funds
provided by the British Government.

Recruitmernt and training

During the year the BBC recruited 297 staff
for engineering and technical operations
work - considerably more than in the previous
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year. Of these 95 were qualified engineers, 75
being graduates recruited direct from universi-
ties or polytechnics.

Twenty four students doing sandwich
courses in electrical engineering and related
subjects were provided with industrial training
for up to six months each.

During the summer, 37 students on full
time degree courses at British universities
joined various engineering departments for
six week’s vacation training to gain practical
experience and help in deciding their future
careers. Five students from European coun-
tries were similarly engaged as vacation
trainees under the auspices of The Inter-
national Association for the Exchange of
Students for technical experience.
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Personnel

The number of full-time staff on 31 March
1975 was 24,779, compared with 23,897 on
31 March 1974. There were also 1,301 part-
time staff, making a total of 26,080. Of these
14,326 were programme, technical and execu-
tive staff, and 11,754 were manual, secretarial/
clerical and catering staff. There were
16,730 men and 9,350 women.

Personnel policy

Industrial Relations

During the year there were two disputes
which affected television programmes. The
first, concerning the grading of show workers
(a weekly category) was settled by reference to
arbitration. The second, which led to a with-
drawal of labour by some 90 production
assistants in drama and light entertainment,
also resulted from a grading claim. But in fact
it had different and deeper causes. The single
most important of these related to the total
earnings of production assistants, who are 1n
the MP (management, production and edit-
orial) structure, in relation to those of staff in
the OP (operational) structure who work
alongside them.

OP staff receive overtime payments for
hours worked in excess of 42 per week and a
salary-related allowance for working incon-
venient hours which may have to be altered
at short notice. MP staff, because of their
managerial responsibilities and the fact that
many of them have some control of their
hours of work, were at the time recompensed
for overtime by compensatory leave and for
working inconvenient hours by a flat-rate
allowance. The result of these arrangements
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was an imbalance between the total earnings
of staff at the lower end of the MP structure
and those of many of their colleagues in OP
jobs. The BBC had wished to correct this but
had been unable to do so because of stages 1
and 2 of the counter-inflation policy of the
then government.

The BBC made great efforts to settle this
problem of MP conditions of service within
what was permitted under stage 3 of that
policy. But the very stringent criteria of what
was then allowable were insufficient to enable
a solution to be found. The matter was finally
settled as part of the agreement on pay and
conditions of service reached early in August,
when the stage 3 criteria no longer applied
(see below). The grading issue was later re-
mitted to arbitration, as the BBC had through-
out proposed.

These two matters apart, the relationships
between the BBC and the five recognised
unions (ABS, NUJ, EETPU, NATTKE and
SOGAT) continued on the relatively even
course which has characterised them over the
last few years. Much constructive work was
done on matters of fundamental importance.
Of particular note has been the inauguration
of a National Joint Council through which
the united voice of all five recognised unions
can be heard. It is hoped that this principle
of inter-union co-operation will in due course
be reflected at all levels in the existing consul-
tative machinery throughout the organisation.
Discussions on a new procedure agreement for
the avoidance and settlement of disputes are
in their final stages. Other agreements to
rationalise and improve the formal relation-
ships between the BBC, the unions and em-
ployees have been reached in principle. The
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BBC has welcomed, and supported with
facilities, the decision by two unions to intro-
duce training courses for union lay represen-
tatives.

A ballot of members of the ABS has shown
a big majority in favour of the principle of
amalgamation with the Association of Cine-
matograph, Television and Allied Technicians
(who represent staff in the Independent
Television programme companies).

Pay

Negotiations on pay revisions for 1974 began
while stage 3 of the Government’s counter-
inflation programme was still in force, but the
eventual settlement was reached early in
August on the restoration of voluntary col-
lective bargaining, and under conditions frec
from statutory restraint. The settlement pro-
vided for increases of between £6.73 pw and
£791 pw for weekly staff, of £11 pw for
craftsmen, and of between £351 pa and £513
pa for secretarial and clerical staff. The
increase for craftsmen took into account the
fact that BBC rates had fallen seriously be-
hind those of equivalent grades outside, and
had been the subject of an abortive joint
reference by the BBC and the unions to the
Pay Board in the previous year. For monthly
staff the increase was basically 20 per cent.
Staff in the MP grades were, however, given
an additional amount of compensation for
their liability to work overtime and incon-
venient hours. This aspect of their pay in-
crease was part of the general settlement of
the problem of MP conditions of service,
referred to above.

The increase took effect in all cases one
year after the previous pay increase for the
group in question. The settlement compre-
hended those threshold payments which had
been paid as allowed for under the stage 3
criteria, and replaced those which would have
been paid under those arrangements for the
remainder of the year. No threshold payments
were therefore made after the dates on which
the pay agreement became effective.

The settlement was criticised by the govern-

ment as going beyond the provisions of the
social contract. At the time when the settle-
ment was made the provisions of that docu-
ment were less clear than they later became,
and then they had not been accepted by the
annual conferences of the unions. Even now
the provisions appear to be open to a variety
of interpretations. It is of interest that an
independent source (Incomes Data Services
Ltd) confirmed this view in their February
1975 report, which stated that ‘in fact the size
of the settlement was not significantly out of
line with the rest of the public sector’.

As part of the pay settlement the holiday
entitlement of staff was increased to four
weeks where this did not already apply.
London weighting, for which the BBC has a
single rate for inner and outer areas, was in-
creased to £375 from 1 July 1974,

Job evaluation

The BBC uses job evaluation as an essential
means of achieving fair levels of remunera-
tion for staff in the great variety of jobs found
in broadcasting. Research and development of
new methods of job evaluation are helping to
make the process more comprehensible and
acceptable to staff. The BBC’s system has
attracted the attention of broadcasting organi-
sations as far apart as India, Canada and
Nigeria.

Systematic job evaluation is undertaken by
defining the responsibilities and difficulty of
posts at each level in every occupational
group and relating them to each other in a
comprehensive grading scheme, so that jobs
carrying an equal degree of difficulty and an
equivalent weight of responsibility are graded
alike. Grades may be changed in response to
changes in duties, reorganisation, or the intro-
duction of new activities and in 1974-5 some
600 grading cases were examined. In those
which give rise to dispute there are arrange-
ments for joint reference to arbitration. There
were five such references during the year.

Discipline, appeals and grievances
Negotiations with the recognised unions on
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new rules governing disciplinary procedures
have reached an advanced stage. There is
already an agreed appeals and grievances
procedure, with provision for the individual
to be assisted by an official of his union. This
is in addition to the statutory right of an
employee who is dismissed to have recourse to
an industrial tribunal.

Staff appraisal

The BBC’s long-established appraisal pro-
cedure provides for all staff to have written
annual reports, which are communicated to
them at annual interviews. Increasing empha-
sis is placed on the training of report writers,
endorsers and interviewers.

Health and safety

The audiometric screening of staff is being
undertaken in areas exposed to high sound
levels in the working environment in order to
assess whether there is a risk of damage to
hearing. There are encouragingly few acci-
dents to staff on duty that result in injury.
Existing safety training has been extended in
response to the Health and Safety at Work
Act 1974, so as to involve all levels of manage-
ment and staff.

Welfare

The BBC provides a counselling service for
staff facing personal and domestic problems.
Contact is maintained with over 5,000
retired staff, who receive a regular newsletter,
and advice and assistance can sometimes be
given to pensioners who face problems.
Preparation for retirement conferences are
offered to staff during their last few years of
service and the guidance given at this stage
seems to be much appreciated.

Pensions

Recent improvements to the staff pension
scheme include an entitlement for deferred
pensions, and those in the course of payment,
to accrue a cost of living addition of 3 per
cent per annum compound, where the index
of retail prices has risen by at least this figure.

Personnel 79

In addition there are periodic reviews which
give further increases when the index shows
this to be justified. Subject to the usual inland
revenue limits, members now have the
opportunity to buy up to ten added pension-
able years to enhance their final pension. Part
of the cost of this enhancement is borne by the
BBC.

Staff training and appointments

Recruitment and promotion

In the year under review 1,804 non-clerical
staff vacancies were filled by Appointments
Department, 1,230 by internal promotion.
The corresponding figures in the preceding
year were 1,721 and 1,371. In addition, 199
trainees, 79 from the staff, were selected for
courses. The year’s intake was dominated by
the radio studio manager scheme which ac-
counted for 90 trainees, 77 from external
sources including universities.

The effects of a management decision to
remove sex-based restrictions on advertising
and appointments continued to be monitored.
A few women have been appointed to some
areas previously barred but the number of
applications has been small. The number of
women in senior jobs has shown a slight up-
ward turn. Although women represent 30 per
cent of the work force they have taken up
40 per cent of places in schemes of attachment
offering retraining for development. Over 100
secretaries and clerks, the majority female,
have been promoted into higher grades during
the year.

Television training

During the past year there has been a con-
siderable increase in the number of producers’
assistants given training, some of which was
carried out in the regions. The career develop-
ment of producers’ assistants has been re-
structured to give more equal opportunities to
girls with different programme experience.
There has also been an extension of the film
training given in their courses. In addition to
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the main course pattern there have been a
number of short specialised training schemes
including a research assistants’ film course; a
bi-media (combined radio and television)
course for Open University producers’ assis-
tants; a colour familiarisation course for
Open University production staff; special
training for regional news editors, regional
secretaries and designers. The television sec-
tion trained 476 staff during the year.

Radio training

During the past year strenuous attempts have
been made to structure the career develop-
ment of radio production staff by means of a
system of graduated training courses. In order
to make up for a shortage of studio managers
a two-tier system of courses has been running
and although there are still shortages some
headway is being made in the increase of
recruitment and training.

By providing basic training for overseas
broadcasters in their own countries and con-
centrating London courses more on advanced
and specialised training it has been possible to
integrate the training of BBC staff with the
training of overseas broadcasters. This not
only cuts costs but it also puts overseas
broadcasters in closer touch with current
BBC practice. Some 300 BBC staff have atten-
ded radio courses this year.

Management training

The formal courses in general training run by
the Management Training Section have con-
tinued and have included a newly-developed
basic management skills course for staff who
are beginning to be involved in the manage-
ment function. Additionally, short seminars
have been developed, particularly those deal-
ing with appraisal and annual interviewing.
Nearly 1,000 BBC staff have attended courses
and seminars run by the section. Members of
BBC staff have also attended outside courses
and seminars run by various organisations.

Office training
During the year nearly 2,000 students atten-

ded courses ranging from one-day induction
seminars to senior courses lasting four weeks.
The basic training courses for school-leavers
continue to attract well qualified candidates
and it is encouraging that a number of students
from the first of these courses in September
1970 have competed successfully for posts
outside the secretarial and clerical fields.

Legal matters, artists’ contracts
and copyright

The likelihood of defamation arising in broad-
casts, particularly those of a controversial
nature or dealing with consumer affairs, calls
for legal attention and in some cases led to
actions in the High Court. Claims before
industrial tribunals are still increasing and
there were two references to the Race Rela-
tions Board last year.

New agreements were made with Equity
and the Musicians’ Union for the casual em-
ployment of professional actors and musicians
in radio and television. Fees for scripted talks
given for radio were increased after discussion
with the Society of Authors and the Writers’
Guild, and other talks fees were adjusted in
consequence.

Management Services

Specialist staff in the BBC’s Management
Services Group give an advisory service to all
directorates and regions on levels of staffing,
organisation and methods, work study and
measurement. The well-established O & M
techniques have been augmented by the re-
cruitment of staff skilled in operational
research, behavioural science and information
retrieval. These skills are being applied to
studies of conditions of service, work patterns
and the analysis of ‘inconvenience’, and to the
problems of storage and retrieval in the
BBC’s many specialist libraries.

Computer Planning Department provides
the specialists who, under the operational
command of project managers in the user
areas, carry out the design, programming and
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testing of computer systems in association
with the Finance Division. A significant
achievement was the successful completion, on
schedule, of a new computerised payroll
system. This was the largest single computer
system yet designed by the department, and
will provide automatically a range of financial
analysis and costing information not pre-
viously available. After nearly 13 years’
service, the BBC’s first electronic computers,
twin ICT 1500s, are now being closed down.
Their work is being absorbed by the BBC
Computer Centre where the ICL 1904A
processor was replaced by the faster 1904S.

The work of the centre was studied by an
outside consultant who reported favourably
on the utilisation of the equipment and the
efficiency of operation. In the continuing
search for economy, all computer project
managers have been asked to co-operate in a
review of the volume, distribution and use of
computer output.

Staff representation

The BBC’s policy continues to be to maintain
good staff representative machinery for all
grades. This is achieved by negotiation and
consultation at national and local levels with
trade unions recognised by the BBC under the
terms of its Charter. The unions so recognised
are the Association of Broadcasting and
Allied Staffs (ABS), which may represent all
staff to a senior level, and, jointly with the
ABS, the Electrical, Electronic, Telecom-
munications and Plumbing Union (EETPU),
the National Association of Theatrical, Tele-
vision and Kinematograph Employees
(NATTKE), the National Union of Journalists
(NUJ) and the Society of Graphical and Allied
Trades (SOGAT), for agreed groups of staff.

Negotiation and consultation on all matters
affecting staff, including rates of pay, grading
and conditions of service take placc through
procedures and machinery jointly agreed
between the unions and the BBC. There are
also arrangements for the hearing of personal
cases either with or without union representa-
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tion. Where disputes have not been resolved
through the negotiating machinery, matters
may be referred to external arbitration.

The BBC recognises full freedom of choice
for staff to join or not to join a trade union.
However, the BBC believes that it is clearly in
the interests of staff, and of the BBC, that the
joint machinery which has been built up
between the unions and the BBC should be as
effective and generally representative as
possible. The BBC therefore encourages staff
to be members of an appropriate recognised
trade union and to play an active part in the
affairs of the union, for which suitable facili-
ties are accorded.
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Advisory bodies

The BBC has 52 advisory bodies which fall
into two main groups: those invited to advise
on BBC policy and programme activities in
general, and those with a more specialised
function and membership. The first group
consists of the General Advisory Council, the
Northern Ireland Advisory Council, the eight
English Regional Advisory Councils, and the
20 Local Radio Councils. The second, more
specialised, group consists of the advisory
bodies concerned with agricultural broad-
casting, charitable appeals, educational broad-
casting, music broadcasting, religious broad-
casting, the broadcast coverage of science and
technology, programmes for Asians, the
application of enginecering research to broad-
casting, and the social effects of television.
The membership of these advisory bodies
covers a wide cross-section of national life,
and represents to a substantial degree, the
BBC believes, the voice of informed and
responsible public opinion.

The General Advisory Council

During the year, the General Advisory
Council held, as usual, regular quarterly
meetings. Each meeting was attended by the
BBC Chairman and members of the Board of
Goyvernors, the Director-General and members
of the Board of Management and other senior
BBC staff. The agenda for each meeting in-
cluded a report from the Council’s Business
Committee (which itself met eight times during
the year), a summary of public reactions to
the BBC, a report by the Director-General on
current and future developments and mem-
bers’ questions. For each quarterly meeting,
the Business Committee chose one or more
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main subjects for discussion and invited the
BBC to provide papers as appropriate. Such
main subjects included the BBC’s publica-
tions, developments in the BBC’s External
Services, the BBC and the February 1974
General Election, the work of the BBC’s
Advisory Group on the Social Effects of
Television (the Chairman of the Group, Mr
Charles Longbottom, is also a member of the
Council) and the coverage of sport on BBC
Television. The paper on sport was rcquested
by the Business Committee after it had
received, for discussion by the Council, a
paper entitled Some Reflections on the Rela-
tionship between the Broadcasting Media and
Sport by Sir Stanley Rous, a member of the
Council. Following the practice established
in recent years, arrangements were made, at
the request of the Business Committee, to
publish in pamphlet form, with a foreword by
the Chairman of the Council, Lord Aldington,
the papers on the BBC and the February 1974
General Election and on sport. The latter
publication included both Sir Stanley Rous’s
paper and the paper by the BBC.

The Council also had an opportunity to
debate issues later reflected in the BBC’s
memoranda to the Annan Committee and to
comment on those memoranda which were
sent to the committee in the course of the
year. The Council itself submitted to the An-
nan Committee a memorandum describing its
role, functions and procedures. The memoran-
dum was prepared by the Business Committee
and subsequently submitted by the committee
to one of the quarterly meetings of the
Council. Among other matters discussed
during the year were the BBC’s finances and
its industrial situation, interviews with IRA
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leaders, election programmes, weather fore-
casts and drama on local radio. Programmes
which were discussed included The Pallisers,
The Family, Churchill’s People and radio and
television phone-ins. After each meeting a
statement, prepared by the Chairman of the
Council in consultation with the Business
Committee, was released to the press. A
lecture on Advising the BBC, which was
given by the Chairman in the ninth series of
BBC lunchtime lectures, was also published
by the BBC as a pamphlet.

In addition to the quarterly meetings in full
session, the Council appointed sub-committees
to study and report on BBC Publications and
BBC Archives. General Advisory Council
sub-committees are composed of members of
the Council but they may, if they wish, consult
or co-opt the services of people with special
knowledge and experience from outside the
BBC and its advisory system. Professor Asa
Briggs was thus invited to attend the meeting
of the archives sub-committee and the
Council is grateful for the valuable contribu-
tion that he made to its work. The Council also
held, in January 1975, its first residential con-
ference at Ditchley Park in Oxfordshire. This
was attended by 21 Council members,
members of the BBC Board of Governors,
management and senior staff and also by a
number of distinguished guests. The confer-
ence had as its theme To Reflect or to Lead?,
and it provided an opportunity for discussion
of the BBC’s role and responsibilities in
greater depth than is possible at the shorter
quarterly meetings.

Half the ordinary members of the Council
are appointed on the recommendation of the
Business Committee and the chairmen of
other BBC advisory councils and committees
attend as ex-officio members. Following usual
practice, the quarterly meetings were held on
the day before ordinary meetings of the BBC
Board of Governors, so that the Board could
have before it a summary of the main points
raised at the General Advisory Council
meeting.

Regional advisory councils

Under Article 11 of its Charter the BBC is
required to appoint a regional advisory
council for Northern Ireland and for each of
the English regions. In Northern Ireland, the
National Governor is Chairman of the
Advisory Council, whose 24 members are
widely representative of public life, interests
and culture in the Province. They include the
chairmen of the three specialist advisory
committees on agriculture, appeals and
religious broadcasting.

During the year the Northern Ireland
Council met five times. Among matters which
it discussed were the broadcasting of inter-
views with members of illegal organisations,
invasion of privacy, some of the problems
inherent in reporting the Northern Ireland
situation, the responsibilities of interviewers,
and the constant vigilance needed to distin-
guish between news and propaganda. The
Council devoted part of its October meeting to
discussion and approval of BBC plans for the
introduction of Radio Ulster on 1 January.

To mark the 50th anniversary of broadcast-
ing in Northern Ireland on 15 September
1974, the National Governor and the Council
attended a jubilee service in St Anne’s Cathed-
ral, Belfast, and a celebration concert by the
BBC Northern Ireland Orchestra, televised
live from the Ulster Hall on BBC-2.

The eight English regional advisory coun-
cils each met, as usual, on three or more
occasions during the year. Besides reviewing
the programme output of their own regions
and of the network production centres, they
discussed a wide range of subjects including
news broadcasting, election coverage, educa-
tional programmes, money prizes, and the
regional editions of Radio Times. In common
with the General Advisory Council, they dis-
cussed the work of the BBC’s Advisory Group
on the Social Effects of Television. All the
Councils gave much time and thought to the
preparation of their submissions to the Com-
mittee on the Future of Broadcasting, and
most of them also offered oral evidence to the
committee during its visits to the regions.
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One problem confronting the councils stems
from the apparently conflicting requirements
of confidentiality (which the councils them-
selves value) and the need for their existence
to be known to the general public in the
regions for which they are appointed. To try
to solve this problem, two councils used
broadcast announcements to invite the audi-
ence to write to their respective chairmen
about any matter which might properly be the
council’s concern. The response was rather
disappointing, however, and the councils are
discussing other ways of making their existence
and function better known to the public.

Each Council held one of its regular meet-
ings in London, at Television Centre or
Broadcasting House. This enabled members
to meet more senior London staff, and was
intended to help towards a better mutual
understanding of the central, and regional,
concepts of broadcasting.

In February 1975, three regional chairmen
retired after five years’ much appreciated
service — Mr Louis Allen (North-east), Dr
Patrick Nuttgens (North), and Mr Nicholas
Trahair (South-west). All three were founder
chairmen of their councils following the re-
organisation brought about by Broadcasting
in the Seventies and two (Mr Allen and Mr
Trahair) had been members of the former
regional councils serving respectively the
North and the South and West.

Local radio councils

The 20 local radio stations have continued to
receive valuable help, advice and support
from their local radio councils. These councils,
each of some 15-20 members active in the life
of their communities, discuss all aspects of
programme policy with the manager and
members of staff directly concerned with
particular programmes. Council members
also take particular note of public reaction to
programmes expressed through telephone
calls or letters to the station. They provide for
the professional staff a sounding board for
the praise or criticisms of listeners. Local
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radio councils have also advised on important
policy decisions on matters such as the cover-
age of the general election, the introduction
of consumer programmes and the provision of
programmes for immigrant communities.
Their chairmen attend regular meetings in
London with the Managing Director, Radio,
the Director, Public Affairs, and the General
Manager, Local Radio, at which issues
affecting broadcasting as a whole, as well as
local radio, are discussed. Members are
broadly representative of the major interests
within the different areas and all have a con-
cern for the well-being of the communities
that the stations serve. When vacancies occur,
listeners are frequently invited to submit
names for consideration in the final analysis
by the Board of Governors.

Educational bodies

The School Broadcasting Council for the
United Kingdom met twice during 1974-75,
its steering committee once, and its programme
committees three times. The council submitted
evidence to the Committee on the Future of
Broadcasting and noted the contribution of
C. G. Hayter’s independent report Using
Broadcasts in Schools: A Study and Evaluation,
published in November 1974, to the debate on
the future use of educational broadcasting.
Evidence was also submitted to the Whitford
Commiittee of Enquiry into the law on copy-
right and designs. The council has been much
exercised by the problems schools face in
maintaining the present level of their purchase
of publications in the current period of
financial restraint and has advised the BBC on
its policy with regard to the pricing and speci-
fications of pamphlets and other materials
provided to accompany school broadcasts.
At its meeting in March 1975 the Council
gave some consideration to matters of im-
mediate importance raised by the publication
of the Bullock Committee’s Report, A Language
for Life.

The council’s Programme Committee I has
given much attention to the development and
promotion of the broadcast provision for
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children in the early years of education,
particularly in the infant and pre-school years.
Committee II has sponsored innovatory series
in mathematics, geography and multi-discip-
linary studies for the middle years of schooling.
Committee III has been responsible for initiat-
ing a number of new developments, notably
in religious and moral education, music,
science, and carecrs education.

The Further Education Advisory Council and
its programme committees each met three
times during the year. Apart from considering
the balance of output and individual pro-
gramme proposals for the coming year they
were concerned with the implications of three
important reports, those of the Russell
Committee on Adult Education, the Tech-
nician Education Council bearing on the
BBC’s provision for colleges of further
education, and of the Bullock Committee
already referred to. The development of a new
five year forward plan for the provision of
BBC courses in modern languages for adults
was also agreed. The council also submitted
its own evidence to the Annan Committee
giving its collective views on the future of
educational broadcasting.

Other specialist bodies

The Central Religious Advisory Committee,
which advises the BBC and the IBA separately
about their religious broadcasting, held two
meetings during the year, the second of which
was a three-day residential conference. In
addition to its regular review of religious pro-
grammes, the committee discussed the extent
to which the aims of religious broadcasting
ought to be widened to meet the needs of a
more varied and changing society, Its views
on this question were reflected in the evidence
sent by the committee to the Committee on
the Future of Broadcasting.

The Central Music Advisory Committee held
its two customary all-day meetings during the
year, the first at Broadcasting House, the
second at Television Centre. Among topics
discussed in detail were: the activities of the
BBC’s many orchestras; the frequency of

radio broadcasts from British opcra houses;
the names of uncommon works suitable for
co-financed EBU productions; the cost of
opera on BBC Television; the time and format
of BBC lunchtime concerts in Glasgow;
signature tunes and network jingles; the inter-
viewing of performers for archive purposes;
the amount of serious music on BBC Tele-
vision; the televising of opera from Scotland;
and the 1974 Promenade Concert season on
television.

The Central Agricultural Advisory Com-
mittee advises the BBC on the range and con-
tent of farming and gardening programmes
broadcast on television and radio networks.
It has a membership of 17, widely representa-
tive of agriculture, horticultural, food and
consumer interests. Mr Hugh Finn retired as
Chairman at the end of 1974 after nine years
of distinguished service to the Committee. He
was succeeded by Mr Derek Barber, a leading
agriculturalist and consultant. The committee
held three meetings during the yecar. The
separate Committees for Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland, all of which are represented
by their chairmen on the main committee,
held their own meetings to consider regional
farming and gardening programmes.

The Central Appeals Advisory Commirtee,
which advises the BBC and the IBA separately,
held three meetings during the year at which it
considered applications from charities for
appeals on BBC radio and television. It also
advised on matters of general policy relating
to appeals broadcasting. Similar Committees
in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
advised on the selection of appeals for their
own national regions. Their chairman atten-
ded the main committee meetings and shared
in the formulation of policy. The three English
Regional Appeals Advisory Committees also
met, but because of the falling number of
applications of merit received from regionally-
based charities, it was decided that the broad-
casting of separate appeals in the regions was
no longer justifiable and should cease after
April 1975. Consequently, the three English
regional committees were wound up, but with

wWww.americanradiohistorv.com


www.americanradiohistory.com

the arrangement that two members from each,
including their current chairmen, should in
future serve on the central committee to
ensure effective representation of English
regional interests.

The Engineering Advisory Committee is a
small committee of eminent scientists and
electrical engineers which advises the BBC
Engincering Division on its broadcasting
research programme and on relevant external
research into the same and kindred subjects.
It held four meetings during the year.

The Science Consultative Group held its
regular meetings in the spring and autumn,
and an additional informal meeting to discuss
science on television. At each regular meeting
it reviewed plans for future programmes
about science, medicine and technology on
radio and television. Other subjects discussed
included the preservation of archival material,
science programmes in the BBC’s World
Service, and contacts with overseas broad-
casting organisations. Members proposed
their own ideas for future programmes; and
the group submitted evidence on BBC science
programmes to the Committee on the Future
of Broadcasting.

The Asian Programmes Advisory Committee,
originally established in 1965, held three
meetings during the course of the year — one
more than is customary. The additional
meeting was to consider the committee’s
submission to the Committee on the Future of
Broadcasting. This advisory committee also
had the opportunity to offer oral evidence to
Lord Annan during the course of the latter’s
visit to Birmingham in March 1975.

Mr Philip Mason, who had given distin-
guished service as chairman of the committee
since its inception, was succeeded by Mr
Sydney Jacobson (now Lord Jacobson), and
under his leadership the committee continued
to tender advice to the BBC on the content of
the vernacular radio and television network
programmes produced by the Asian Pro-
grammes Unit for the domestic audience from
the BBC studios in Birmingham.

The Advisory Group on the Social Effects of
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Television is the most recently founded of the
BBC'’s advisory bodies. It consists of two lay
members, including its chairman, and six
members drawn from people working in
education, medicine and various forms of
social research. Its terms of reference require
it to keep in touch with developments in
television research in Britain or overseas and
to propose to the BBC areas in which it con-
siders further research might usefully be
undertaken. It met on six occasions during the
year, at some of its meetings discussing par-
ticular aspects of broadcasting with those
professionally concerned with the output of
the Television Service. In addition, it dis-
cussed the relationship of television to their
work with a number of people engaged either
in research or in forms of social work outside
the BBC. One of the group’s recurrent topics
was the influence of television on the counter-
poise of change and stability in society.

Adpvisory Bodies
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Publications and Enterprises

'BBC Publications

For the year ending 31 March 1975, BBC
Publications sustained an overall loss of
£29,000. Costs continued to rise sharply and
some industrial action disrupted production.

Radio Times was published weekly at 8p, in
25 editions corresponding to the regional
pattern of BBC television and the 20 local
radio stations. Production problems arising
from industrial difficulties during the year
caused some issues to be restricted to a
smaller number of editions and one issue had
to be abandoned altogether. The average
weekly net sales of Radio Times from 1 July
1974 to 31 December 1974 as certified by the
Audit Bureau of Circulations were 3,627,361.

Radio Times Special issues in support of
television programmes and broadcasting
events continued to be published. New
subjects covered included The Generation
Game and the Fred Astaire Story.

The Listener, published weekly at 12p,
contained a wide selection of material drawn
substantially from BBC programmes, to-
gether with book reviews and articles on art,
cinema, music and theatre. It publishes a
monthly supplement giving details of the
main music and drama productions to be
broadcast on BBC Radio. During the year the
Reith Lectures The New Liberty by Ralf
Dahrendorf were reprinted. Special book
numbers also appeared. Average weekly net
sales of The Listener from 1 July 1974 to 31
December 1974 as certified by the Audit
Bureau of Circulations were 38,769 including
some sales to schools and students at reduced
prices.
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As in former years a major publishing
activity in 1974-75 was the production, at the
request of the School Broadcasting Council,
of many publications to support the BBC'’s
radio and television broadcasts to schools.
For the school year 1974-75 some 721
different publications were produced and a
total of over 12 million were sold, including
pupils’ pamphlets, teachers’ notes and a
number of audio-visual and other aids. This
service is designed to be self-supporting. To
support further education television and radio,
76 publications were issued or re-issued with
subjects ranging from language courses to
social work.

A wide range of books of general interest
stemming from broadcast material was
published during the year. Two of those
published the previous year — Alistair Cooke’s
America and Dr Bronowski’s The Ascent of
Man - continued to appear among the best
sellers in many bookshops. New titles included
The Weather Machine, the Eleventh Book of
Blue Peter, Pot Black, Microbes and Men,
Kipling’s English History and Tomorrow’s
World 3.

During the year the Radio Times Hulton
Picture Library, one of the largest collections
of historical pictures in the world, numbering
over 6,000,000 items, continued to attract
many users.

A select list of BBC publications produced
in 1974-75 appears on page 303.
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BBC Enterprises

In the year ended 31 March 1975 BBC Enter-
prises achieved total gross sales of £5 million
from all its trading operations. Programme
exports to Africa, Middle East and Japan
were particularly strong, and those to most
other markets reached levels similar to those
of the previous year. All other trading activi-
ties - BBC Merchandising, BBC Exhibitions,
Technical and Production Facilities and BBC
Records and Tapes — earned both revenue and
profits well above those for 1973-74.

Television sales

The world-wide sale of BBC programmes in
television, non-theatric and film library
markets earned some £4 million. These are
encouraging figures, for they consolidate the
turnover and profits which so dramatically
increased in 1973-74. Through greater sales
effort and the streamlining of all direct costs
and overheads it proved possible to contain
the inflationary pressures exerted on all parts
of the sales operation. From London, Sydney
and Toronto alone Enterprises distributed a
total of 7,418 hours of programmes to 70
countries. Best sellers proved to be The Ascent
of Man (28 countries), The Onedin Line (26)
and Some Mothers Do ave *em (16).
Television sales — technical: Programme
Supply Department prepared and despatched
some 10,000 new prints and 1,655 videotapes to
every part of the world and additionally
moved 5,000 programmes from one market
to another. Two trends were of particular
importance: first, the doubling — or more — of
videotape recording and demand between
1972 and 1974, and second, the great increase
in the use of colour video-cassettes for viewing
by customers. Both developments have
reduced overhead costs. As in the previous
year the demand for colour recordings grew
and foreign language dubbings continued.
Television sales - Commonwealth: Sales to
30 Commonwealth markets grossed £1:2
million. Australian customers bought 352
hours of programmes, including The Pallisers,

and ABC’s Annual Report showed that
BBC-TV productions comprised 14:05% of
the programmes in its schedules as against
7% for other British sources and 24:12% for
American and other suppliers. New Zealand
purchased 267 hours, including The Ascent of
Man and War and Peace. Canadian acqui-
sitions included Fall of Eagles and the French-
language version of Search for the Nile. Out-
standing increases were recorded in sales to
African markets. Together, the seven Nigerian
states took 980 hours, Zambia 300 hours and
Kenya 190 hours. Barbados was the most
active West Indian market with 250 hours.

Television sales — USA and Latin America:
America, The Commanders and, more recently,
Monry Python were in the forefront of strong
sales in American syndication markets. The
Public Broadcast System’s transmission of The
Ascent of Man in January 1975 attracted high
praise from press and viewers, and the same
network also screened The Edwardians,
Vienna 1900 and two Lord Peter Wimsey
serials. Sales to Latin America were below the
level of the last year but reflected the large
number of major BBC-TV series still in trans-
mission in those markets from earlier sales
activity by Time-Life Films. The Pallisers was
sold in Mexico.

Television sales — Western Europe: Sales
levels in Scandinavia remained constant.
Among other programmes Belgian customers
bought The Pallisers, while Fall of Eagles was
seen in the Netherlands, and West German
television transmitted the full German-
dubbed version of War and Peace. The
greatest increase in sales was in Spain, with
a total of 200 hours. The extensive re-organisa-
tion of television channels and associated
programme buying departments in France,
West Germany and Switzerland as well as
the tragic loss of the BBC’s senior European
Sales Representative, Bill Hayes, in the Paris
air disaster had an unsettling effect on the flow
of programmes to those major European
markets.

Television sales -~ Eastern Europe: Most
encouraging was the sale of The Moonstone
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and David Copperfield to Soviet television
with the possibility of further sales to follow.
Other East European markets were quiet, but
in Yugoslavia 120 hours were sold.

Television sales - Middie Fast and Far East:
After an interval of three years a welcome
featurc was the re-opening of the Egyptian,
Syrian and Iraqi markets. Sales in Turkey
incrcased to 110 hours. In the Far East the
outstanding development was the growth of
Japanese interest and purchases. Tokyo’s
Channel 12 transmitted 39 weeks of BBC-TV
Drama, an entirely new development in
Japanese television history, while the NHK
network screened The Ascent of Man, Civilisa-
tion, The Long Chase as well as Rugby Union
internationals and the Open Golf Champion-
ship. Singapore and Hong Kong bought 220
hours and 180 hours respectively.

Educational films

Over 1,300 BBC-TV films and series were
available to industry, educational institutions
and film libraries ail over the world. Many
titles became available for the first time on
video-cassette as well as on film, and an in-
creasing proportion was for hire. Sales levels
in the UK, Australia, New Zealand and
Canada were healthy and there was greater
demand from FEurope. The new Industrial
Films Catalogue was launched at a special
screening presentation before Midland indus-
trial directors in Birmingham in October 1974
and the new General Catalogue followed in
February 1975 with a promotional mailing to
20,000 potential UK customers. The Time-
Life multi-media division achieved sales of
more than £} million in the United States
non-theatric markets.

Film Library sales

Gross revenue rose by 39 per cent. Canadian
business was notably strong and sales to West
Germany doubled. Events which created
particular European demand for background
film were the two general elections. Of the
total output some 90 per cent was in colour.
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Technical and production facilities

An increase of 20 per cent in revenue was
achieved with such events as the World Cup,
involving extensive satellite link-ups, and the
General FElection stimulated a particular
demand from overseas. The USA and Japan
remained the largest clients.

Exhibitions

This was an outst