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Editorial
Hi!

JOHN, PAUL, GEORGE and RINGO have really zoomed to the top of the
British show-biz tree during the past few months | Most other chart-toppers have had to
wait a year or two before being invited to do a Royal Command Performance, BUT
NOT THE BEATLES! And il anyone thought they would end up feeling a little bit
lost on such a big oceasion—they would have been very, very wrong !

BUT THE AMAZING FACT IS—SUCCESS DOES NOT CHANGE THEM!
Anyone could be forgiven for becoming a little bit big-headed when they start break-
ing every record in the hook—but, NOT J. P, G., and R. It's just one big party fo
them. And vou're invited.

WE'RE PRINTING A SPECIAL EXTRA for the Santa season. It's a really fab
BEATLES CALENDAR for 1964, Full details are on page 21.

THE BOYS LOVE APPLAUSE, CLAPPING, SCREAMS. THE LOT. BUT,
only AFTER they have finished singing. They often say to me:
“wouldn't it be marvellous il evervone in the aodience saved it up till
the end of each number and then let rip.” What about it Beatle People?

LOTS OF READERS HAVE WRITTEN in asking if they can
buy any of the original glossy pix we have printed in past issues, Well,
now you can. There's a choice of eight 10 x 8" you can choose from on
page 31.

FINALLY MAY ALL OF US AT THE BEATLES BOOK WISH
EVERY BEATLE PERSON A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS AND
A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR.

See you all in 1964,

A BEAT MONTHLY PFUBLICATION !
§

Johnny Dean

Editor.

latest chart moves and Ringo gets set 1o take some shots with his new cameri

The boys relax—John goes throvgh some of your cards with George, Paul catehes up on the » {'
|
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The Official

Boallos BI CLVE

First Floor, Service House,

13 Monmouth Street, London, W.C.2.

NEWSLETTER

December 1963
Dear Beatle People,

Between now and Christmas every member of the Official Fan Club will receive by -
post a free copy of THE BEATLES CHRISTMAS RECORD. We want to emphasisc
that ONLY Eeatle People whose subscriptions and completed application forms were
received by our office BEFORE DECEMBER 1 qualify for this specially produced 5
Christmas gift from our fabulous foursome.

If you are a member and yvou have not received your record by Saturday, 14th
December, please write in to us immediately giving your name, address and (if known)
your membership number. MARK THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR ENVELOPE
“CHRISTMAS RECORD " IN BLOCK CAPITAL LETTERS. Unfortunately we will
be unable to supply extra copies of the record—we have to stick to a strict ruling of one
disc per member.

We are looking forward to meeting something like 6,000 members at the
two December Fan Club Conventions — at the Liverpool Odeon on Saturday. 7th
December, and at London’s Wimbledon Palais on Saturday, 14th December. We didn’t
like having to refuse so many thousands of other members whose applications for Get
Together tickets were unsuccessful but, on the other hand, if we had held these two
Convention sessions in larger venues it would have meant losing the informal atmosphere
of a Fan Club Get Together altogether.

On behalf of ourselves and the rest of our Fan Club staff—including the scores of
Area Secretaries throughout the country—we'd like to take this opportunity of wishing
all Beatles Book readers a very Happy Christmas and Good Health throughout 1964,

Lots of good luck.

BETTINA ROSE, ANNE COLLINGHAM,
Joint National Secretaries of The Official Beatles Fan Clud
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Recently Appointed Area Secretaries :

Sufiolk: Miss Nina Bowdler, 12 Bunting Road, Chantry Estate, Ipswich, Suffolk.
Lincolnshire: Miss Anne Coates, 12 Hawthorne Avenue, Clecthorpes, Lincs.
Huntingdon and Cambridgeshire: Miss Gillian Bolton, 5 Home Close, Hilston,
Cambridge.
Cornwall: Miss Sandra Hudson, * Bramcote,” Tregrehan Mills, St. Austell, Comwall.
Rutland and Leicestershire: Miss Shirley Simms, 307 New Parks Blvd., Braunstone
Frith, Leicester
Northamptonshire: Miss Julie Handley, 1 Moulton Lane, Boughton, Northampton.
Shropshire: Miss Susanne Durands, 5 Springficld Green, Springhield Estate, Shrewsbury,

Salop.

MNorth and East Yorkshire: Miss Christine Maureen, 7 Thomas Street, Newskelton, ]
Yorkshire.
=TT R T T HHHH B ]
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BEATLES
SWEATER

Another pumber one hit !

HIGH FASHIONED BLACK POLO
SWEATER IN 100%; BOTANY
WOOL. DESIGNED SPECIALLY
FOR BEATLE PEOFPLE BY A
LEADING BRITISH MANUFAC-
TURER. THE TWO-TONE BEATLE
BADGE IS EMBROIDERED IN
GOLD AND RED. ONE SIZE
ONLY—FASHIONED TO FIT THE
WIDEST POSSIBLE RANGE OF
AVERAGE-SIZED GIRLS.

: POSTAGE
AMME COLLIMGHAM weari THE OFRCIAL BEATLES 3 5/i Eﬁc" ( MDFKEAEKI-I“
SWEATER IN THE FPCTURE ABODVE *
NOW AVAILABLE (MAIL ORDER ONLY) FROM:-
Department AC,

WELDONS OF PECKHAM LTD.
] 144, Rye Lane, London S.E.15
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by Billy Shepherd
PART IV

nd so the Beatles, with two experi-

ence-gamering  frips  to  Germany

behind them, got back to Liverpoaol.

A swingin® scene . . . and they were very

much a part of it. It was the end of June,
1961.

But though they liked having more money
to spend, they hadn’t the fngﬁie:ct idea of
just how much they were worth, The offers
came in. Anything belween £6 and £14
was the pay-packet, to be shared between
Messrs, Lennon, McCartney, Harrizon and
drummer Pete Best,

* We just didn't know,” admits George.
*We loved the work, the excitement, We
didn’t realise we were often being exploi-
ted. But it was hard work and somehow
we didn’t seem to have much money in the
kitty after we'd kept our equipment up to
scraich . . . "™

July, 1961, could go down as a summit
meeting in Merseybeat history. A stcamy,
summery, shimmery night at Litherland
Town Hall. A young promoter  named
Brian Kelly announced his attraction: The
Beatmakers.

George Harrison was on lead guitar.
Paul McCartney on rhythm. John Lennon
on piano. Drummers were Pete Best and
Freddie Marsden. Les Maguire operated
on saxophone, Les Chadwick on bass gui-
tar—and Gerry Marsden nipped on and
off behind a big grin to take the vocals.

T

Gerry and the Pacemakers and the
Beatles had linked up. For one night only
and for a fee which s the smallest frac-
tion of what they'd command for such a
show now,

It led to fricndships between the group
members . . . but it didn’t seem to be lead-
ing to that pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow for the Beatles.

Savs John: * We went on knocking our-
selves out nmight after night but somchow
there was a bit of frustration creeping in
to it all. It didn’t seem to be leading any-
whera”

But the audicnces were greatly appreci-
ative,

AYS Paul: “ We started accepting dates

further south. We got pretty near Lon-
don on some of them. No change of mater-
ial for us—still the stuff that went down so
well in Gcnnan?'. But we were veering
away from the leather gear. Don't make
this sound big-headed, but the fact is that
a lot of other groups were copying the
way we looked on stage. So we changed
to more ordinary clothes for a while.”

But in Scptember, depression set in,
Paul and John took themselves off to Paris
for a holiday. They remember being flat
broke. Remember having to scarch through
every pocket to rake up enough francs for
a Coke. Now, of course, they can go
where they please and not count the cost,






And George and Pete stayed on in
Liverpool. virtually lost to the beat scene.
Ray McFall, owner of the Cavern Club
remembers sceing Messrs, Harrison and
Best around at the lunch-time sessions but
they seemed dispirited, They took a lot of
persuading even to join in on the im-
prompiu roar-ups.

Let well-known Liverpool show compere
Bob Wooler fill in the background to this
black spot in the Beatles” history,

“I've known the bovs since the early
days. I've been a long-time admirer. What
they really needed was a manager in those
far-off days, They seemed content not to
argue about the fees they were offered.
And they didn't seem to realise that they
were pulling in crowds on the strength of
their own name and performance.

* After all, they had to live, They had to
look after their equipment—and they oflen
had travelling expenses to pay, It's all very
well being popular and  enjoving  vour
work, but you should be paid what yvou're
worth as well,

*Ray McFall at the Cavern was differ-
ent. If the crowd was good, he upped the
fee, That’s why the boys have always been
so loyal to the Cavern. But vou can under-
stand them being purzled at the lack of
hard cash from their other venues where
they were so often doubling the atten-
dances,"

Paul and John were meanwhile spending
a lot of time on their song-writing., You'll
se¢ how much thev'd alreadv achieved in
thiz direction as the story pushes on to the
first recording days,

John and Paul could never sit down and
simply write a song to order. They admit:
“We have to wait for the ideas 1o arrive,
It can happen anywhere. On a bus, or a
train, or backstage at a dance-hall or
theatre. Sometimes the title suggests itself
first. Then we get going on the words and
music, Sometimes we've finished a very
successful seller in less than an hour.™

JBUT their most pressing need at this

time was for a manager. Paul has
told me: * When we first started on paid
jobs, we honestly thought we weren't man-
ageable. We thought nobody would want
to bother with us. We were a pretty off-
beat bunch of characters, to say the least.

And we had a sense of humour which
somehow involved us all and which was
hardly in the interests of discipline. So,
for a leng time, we just didn't take any
notice of the advice that we should be
properly handled. * Who'd WANT US,’
was the way we thought . . .

* And that's where we went wrong . , . "

A MANAGER. Liverpool man Alan
Williams took on the chore for a while . ..
he now runs the Blue Angel Club on
Merseyside,

But the man who was to make show
business history with the Beatles knew
nothing about the group in that September
of 1961, That man, of course, was Brian
Epstein, cne-lime deama student, member
of a family which owned a chain of furni-
ture and radio-TV stores in Liverpool.

il

He was not exactly WITH the beat
scene. But he WAS in touch with the pub-
lic taste through his work in the record
department of the stores. He'd been there
for five years, building up the business,
enlarging the stafl roster and increasing
the turnover,

And in September, 1961, he was a puz-
zled man. Fans kept approaching him with:
*Have you any records by the Beatles?”
Brian mused. Pondered. Wondered. One
voung lad was particularly persistent in
his demands. Brian dug deep into the
record-lists. And found reference 1o that
“My Bonnic" single, recorded in Ger-
many, on which the Beatles plaved a
strictly supporting role o guitar-star Tony
Sheridan,

*“1 became Beatle-conscious for a
while,” he says. “ I always tried to work on
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the theory that the customer was right—
and if they wanted the Beatles, well . . .
I'd do my best o supply the Beatles. Even-
tually I traced the source and ordered
some 200 copies for the record-stores.
“Ihr:'. sald quickly .

“Then out of the blue T heard they were
Liverpool boys, had a rapidly-growing
following—and were actually playing in a
club near the store. It was a place that
I'm sure I'd visited before, a sort of teen-
age gathering-place, but 1 really didnt
know much about it,

* After a while, I thought 1'd better pop
down there and see what all the fuss was
abhout.”

BRM‘N Epstein went to the Cavern. Met

the Beatles. And things really started
happening for the ambitious but not-too-
SUFE group.

There are two ways of looking at this
near-historic  meeting.  Brian  Epsteins,
And the Beatles™ viewpoint.

Beatles first. Said George: “ He started
talking to us about the record that had
created the demand. We didn't know much
about him but he seemed very interested
in us and also a little hit baflled.

“He came back several times and
- talked to us. It seemed there was something
he wanted to say, but he wouldnt come
out with it. He just Kind of watched us
and studicd what we were doing. One day,
he took us 1o the store and introduced us.
We thought he looked rather red and
embarrassed about it all.

* Eventually, he started talking about
becoming our manager. Well, we hadn't
really had anybody actually VOLUNTEER
in that sense. Al the same time, he was
very honest about it all—youn know, like
saying he didnt really know anything
about managing a group like us, He sort
of hinted that he was keen if we'd go
along with him . . . "

Brian, quite honestly, thought the
Beatles looked a mess. He wondered what
exactly they thought they were trving to be.
Their strange jackets, the rather scruffy
jeans, the hair-styles which could in}- have
been styled on’'something called * chaos.”

“ But there was something enormously
altractive about them,” he recalls. ™1
liked the way they worked and the obvious

11

enthusiasm they put into their numbers.
People talk about the Liverpool sound
but I sometimes wonder what exactly they
mean. These boys put everything into their
routines but they didn’t use echo. That
struck me as being a very good thing,

“It was the boys themselves, though,
who really swung it. Each had something
which I could see would be highly com-
mercizl if only someone could push it to
the top. They were DIFFERENT charac-
ters but they were so obviously part of the
whole. Quite frankly, 1 was excited about
their prospects, provided some things could
be changed.™

And Brian told his friends: ** This could
casily turn out o be the bhiggest show
business attraction since Elvis Presley.”
It's a tribute to his foresight and intuition
that that is precisely what has happened.

Brian decided to get the boys together
at a round-table conference at his store. A
time was fixed and the boys agreed. But
Beatles are not always the easiest of peo-
ple to organise. Brian sal wailing . , . and
wailing . . . and waiting, He was lrymg Lo
cope with the vasily complex fig igures of
Christmas orders for the store and minutes
were precious to him.

THREE
George, John and Pete. No Paul
goes that Brian got George to ring through
and scc what had happened to the left-
handed guitar-star. And that Paul admitted

Beatles  arrived,
Slory

Eventually

he was still in the bath . . . but wouldn't be

long !







Brian was rather on his hiph-horse. He
felt it was not the right thing for someone
who wanted to talk business to be kept
waiting. He pointed out that Paul, the
cherubic one of the four, would be ex-
tremely late. * Yes," said George, forcing
back a grin. * But he'll also be extremely
clean.™

Says Brian: " That sense of humour is
invaluable, You could hardly feel annoyed
at their lack of business ability, They were
just four individual and off-beat charac-
ters.”

Prior to Brian taking such an interest,
there was great concern among Cavern
people that there was a chance of the
Beatles packing in all thoughts of show
business carcers. Bob Wooler had tried
hard to get BBC television producer Jack
Good interested in the group. Jack had
produced beat shows, like * Six-Five
Special " which had been the stepping-
stone (o success for artistes like CLff
Richard. But Jack was also in demand in
the States . . . and he'd gone there to fur-
ther his own career long before Bob could
get any decision from the telly-folk.

RIAN, having eventually assembled all
four Beatles in the same room, put his
propositions to them. He went through a
process of brain-washing, though he did
it all very tactfully. He didn’t like their
manner of dress. Wasn't knocked out by
the unruly hair-cuts. Was singularly unim-
pressed by the way they casually drank
tea on stage while in the middle of shows.
He pleaded with them rather than
ordered them. He knew they were a valu-
able property and he was knocked out at
the way their personal following was grow-
ing through the Merseyside area,

Said John: * He'd tell us that jeans were
not particularly smart and could we possi-
bly manage to wear PROPER (rousers.
But he didn't want ws suddenly looking
square. He let us have our own sense of
individuality.”

He added: * We respected his views,
We stopped champing at cheese rolls and
jam butties on stage. We paid a lot more
attention to what we were doing. Did our
best to be on time. And we smartened up,
it the sense that we wore suits instead of
any sloppy old clothes.™

13

It was a master-plan. A long-term plan
il necessary but it was aimed at making the
most of four young men who clearly had
that star quality in them . . . even though
a recording contract was still more than
nine months away.

Obwiously, Brian Epstein’s main job was
to get the group on record. He knew the
strength of their popularity in Liverpool
and he felt it wouldn't be a hard job to
interest some of the London companies.
But that was where Brian was wrong,

He even delaved any sort of action
until the results of the 1961 * Mersey Beat
Poll ” were announced. That came up at
the end of the year. And the Beatles were
high and dry in top place in this imporiant
survey of how the public felt about the
myriad groups operating in the scene.
Said Brian: ** I thought this was the * Open
Sesame ' to the recording scene. T felt that
Liverpool was important enough to have
London executives falling about to sign
the boys. I was wrong . ..

Brian, though technically still in charge
of important parts of the family business,
threw himself into the job of getting the
Beatles  known naninna{ly. He had the
backing of the Beatles’ parents and it was
to be no holds barred for the major
break through,

He started visiting London. Hopefully,
Optimistically. But record executives
showed an alarming tendency to register
non-committal gloom. Brian had to keep
reporting apparent failure to the boys—by
now riding higher than ever in popular
acclaim in Liverpoal.

Cont'd next month in No. &







Have a fab Christmas
and a gear New Year

And a big thank you
Jor all you have done
Jor us during 1963
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LETTERS from

BEATLE PEOPLE

Dear Johnny,

Concerning names for the BEATLES' hoir-
cuts, my friend's Dad, ealls il the *“ Preslige
Cut,” afier Prestige pois and pans which your
mother puls on your head and . . . (yvou know
the resi).

Why don't the Beatles write a song for Beryl
Marsden? the combination soonds great to me.

Love,
Janice Randerson,
iMoo relation to Sharon in Nov's edition).

I8 Lindadale Avenue,
Accringion.

[ear Anne,

There 1 was sitling minding my own business,
with the record-player throbbing softly to a cur-
renl pop-song. When wham ! ! D ? seddenly wild
whaoops came from next door. Are we being
invaded? Is (his the four minute waming? Or
could it be, maybe . . . yes! The source of the
paszionale ories and yvells was foond, Then the
ledter=hox pave a faind ratile and sniling through
the air it came THE BEEATLES BOOK ™~0. 4.
Snatehing it from the mat I broke inlo wild,
costatic scresmming and velling, Like a mad ihing
I ruced op and down the wall and waltzed with
the terrified dog, whe, the minute, the wvery
second fts paws fouched the floor, ran hell for
leailier io iis basket,

After ihe first clectrifving cffect 1 collapsed
into o little heap, sighing.

The slow record was flung from il record-
player and ihe Beatle L.P. was reverently placed
on dhe turntable, As Paul belied owt ©1 Saw
Her Standing There,” I opencd my Beatle Book,
and mielted as Paul’s handsome, suntanned foce
stared up af me;, collapsed into pigples over
John amd sighed over George and Ringo.,

This transformation info a coey, screaming,
yelling beatlenik from a plain ordinary beatle.
nik comes every fime I sce a picture of fhose
four Liverpudlians with their basin-culs gently
waving in the brecze,

" Encore mes Amics,” which irpnshived means,
“keep up with the good work boys." {hovs?}

Spsan Deeson,
3 Heol Edwards,
Tawelfive, MNr. Curdiff,
18

Denr RINGO, PAUL, JOHN and GEQORGE,
One day when we were enjoving one of our
mad fiig, we wrode this:—
ODE TO THE BEATLES
Our gang: oll saw you on the rele !
Ye all apree you're really Ffub.
And even loving Babes of Jelly
To us dees not seem really mad !
We're all o wee hit gone vou see,
“Specially on BEATLES spelt “ EA ™ nat © EE,”
We love you really ihrough and through,
As for coming fo sce us, we sure hope you do !
Ringo’s for She, and Andy wanis Paul,
But John Winsten Lennon is loved by us all,
Mo-one could come between Georpe and
LTl FiTT
She really intends to make him ber man !
When you came to the Ritz in Rhyl, we were
thers, :
D'you remember @ girl with dark, floppy hoir?
Andy is sure that George grinned her wiy,
And Jon's still mad at her from that very day !
My dear friend Elayne dig’s John the most,
And wishes he could be scnt by post.
But the thing that cavses the lowdest rocket,
Ii when George goes mad, and yells oot
“BRACKITS "™ !t !
In the summer to the Odeon Llandodno, we
went,
And for a fab half-hour, we were sent,
Jobhn’s “ Clap ver "ands and stamp ver feet 1™
Sure livened the place up o dreat !
Andy just couldn’t live without Paul,
She says she likes him best of all.
Loving Ringo keeps She going,
And we could certainly keep this poem flowing,
RUT:
To the posi-bex I must sprint,
With hopes that the Ed, will take pity and print
This rlyyme (it could fll a page or twa) !
So plense remember, * PSS, WE LOVE YOU »
All our love From,

She (alins RIMNGO) !

Andy (alias Paul) !

Jan {alias George) !

Elayne (alias John)
And all the girls in the Fifih Form of Abergele
Grammar School.
.5 Enclosed is a bit of Sheilo’s (She's) hair
for guess who? . . . Yes—Ringo !




Dear Beatleditor,

Today at work 1| was quile seriously asked
what is the Science of Beatles, [ thought perhaps
Liverpopology would be i, but then of course
that nlso inclodes other species, such s Pace-
mukers aml Searchers,

Please tell me, Is there really a science of
Beailes, (or Beeiles) ?

Yours,
Jean,
Crovdan,
5, Up the Lada!

Dear Johnny,

Help ! Please, 1T must have the recipe for
*jam botties.” Can any of (he BEATLES come
[0 ey rescue.

All the besi,
Kathy Fleard,
93 Rush Hill Road,
Winchmore Hill,
London, M2

RiNgo arRswers;—

Take two slices of bread, butter them, add
jam and munch away. ' Bulties 5 scouse for
sandwichas 1"

[hear Beatles,

Here s my “ Alphabeatiched ™! 1 hope you
like it, "cos I like you,

A's for Appearing in a show, B is for Bentles,
wie all know. C ix for Clamoor (hy the Fans) for
mare, I} is for Deshing through a side door, E's
for Escape fo hotel froon stage, s for Fans,
aver you they rage. s for George (what a lotia
lair hes goat 5 1 is For Hopeless, someihing
you're MONT 1 1 is for IDOLS (smashin® you be )
I is for John (with Jor. ‘pon knee?) K is for
Rorary, ‘scuse spelling. L's for “ Lois’ more 1™ the
funs wre yelling. M is for manager, one of the
hest ! ™ is for WO {or hardly) a rest. O ix For
“0h 1 (What next?y ' s for Paol with the face
af a Tot, €} is for questions, vou answer a lot !
B ix for Hingo, the best there can be. 5 is for
Starr. Modorally !PT is for © Top,” you're always
here, U7 §s for Us who can only stare ot the
Very hest who are Wonderful? Xceiting? Yes, ves,
yes ! And fey are my fave groop !

Yours,

Rosy,
(aged only 14)
26 John Nicholls Sireci,
Hinckley, Leics,

Dear Miss Collingham, Mr. Dean, Beatles, eie,

For sometime now 1 have been reading artlcles
an how populsr the Beatles are in America {or
anywhere else for thai matier b bur 1 didnti
think it was possible {or Americans 6 rove
over any British stars as this is so rare: 5o |1
wrole o my pen-pal who lives in Erie who re-
plied, “ I've gol news for youo girl, the Beatles
are fhe hottest things since Elvis recorded * You
Ain't Nothin® but o Hoomd Dog® amd boy, is
!Ila_l GOon e

She alvo asked her friend Sheila about George
whae suid— * Agagh' oooh ! Don’t ever sneak
up on me like that and say il NAME 1 mighi
Faimt 1™

So if the Beatles go do America [ think ihey
might have a pood welcome in Erie,

S0 the best of luck o you boys—but don'i
forget, when you're off irovelling the world see-
ing your millions of fans, there are a load of
girls a1 home who love vou the mosi of all 1

Best wishes for a fob mog !
(Mi==*) Kim Howell,

*T wrote * miss * a8 muany people think Kim
is a dog!

120 Staines Road,
Hiord, Essex.
(Fearge answers—

You don't write like a dog Kim ! Thanks for

the Anmserican Lip-olf.

Dear John Lennoen, ofo Beatle Book,

I won't go knte detail about the greal lengthe
I go ta, nol 1o miss u single opporiunity of
seving or hearing the Beatles, or about the
numersus photos or mags, thai 1 have, on my
favourite subject. I won’t say o word shout oy
Beatle dise collection (including * My Bonnie ™).
I won't try o prove that oo their Moo 1 fan,
or menflon the many times Pve been caoght out
at the office with my head stuck in a filing
ciabinet, lisiening (o * Pop Go The Beatles ™ on
my [runsisior,

I will say that they are really Foly, pardicolarly
John Lenwon. 1 was bitlerly disappointed not 1o
get lickets for the Heatles in Birmingham, is
ihere o possibility that they will e back again
next yvear?

One request please  Jobhonny  Dean, pics of
Tohn Lennon with his glosses, T think he's ihe
Ereaiesi.

A Birmingham Beatle-ite,
Birnsingham.
Pies of John with glasses coming up soon—1, I,
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WILL BE ON SALE — Ist JANUARY

Don’t forget to make sure of your copy by placing a regular
order with your newsagent — NOW!

EXTRA FOR XMAS
Your 1964 Beaties Calendar

® BIG SIZE 111" x 9 -

AT FIRI0TN

@ |2 BIG BEATLE PIX ON

GLOSSY ART PAPER { THEBeatIeSunnn |

@ INCLUDING FOUR INDIVIDUAL

PORTRAITS .'..
o - CALENDAR |
for |
@ AND THE STARS TELL YOU 1964 }'
ABOUT JOHN, PAUL, GEORGE | '
AND RINGO, ETC. —

PRICE SIX SHILLINGS

(Including Purchase Tax)

on sale DECEMBER 9th

Ask your.local newsagent to order your Beatles Calendar
TODAY!!!







Their Fan Club Secretaries

ANNE

NE OF THE busiest
J little offices in Lon-
don’s  West End
must  surely be the one
accupied by The Official
Beatles Fan Club. Mail
doesn’t arrive via the local
postman any more. It is
delivered from G.P.O. vans
in batches of bulging sacks!
When 1 called the place was
a hive of industry. Two girls
were opening mail as fast as
their fingers could split the
envelopes, A young  man
named Anthony Catchpole was
pushing letiers  through @
franking machine. The Club's
Joint  MNational  Secretaries,
Anne Collingham and Betftina
Rose, were filling up Member-
ship Cards from two enormoss
stacks of completed applica-
1ions.

Area Secretaries
'rl_‘HE-RE was a big map of
2 the British Isles on the
wall.

“The pins show cxactly
where all our Arca Sccretaries
live ™ explained Anne.

“The heavy black lines show
how we've divided the country
inte areas. county by county ”
added Betting

“The boys couldn't hope to
angwer all the letters which
are  wrillen to them " said
Annd,

“They come inte the office
every time they've a minute to
spare "' Belting told me * and
collect the gifts members have
senl in, IF they can’l write back
themselves they  dictale per-
sonal letters to thank members
for the really special gifts,

“ At birthday times sacks and
sacks of cards come in and we
forward them on to the boys.™

Loads of Queries

b IT’S impossible For us o

< answer il the Clob's
fquery letlers any more. Aciu-
ally this 15 supposed to be the
responsibility of  the  Area

COLLINGHAM

Sceretaries, but we sull  get
stacks of lemters asking ques-
tions aboul each of The DBea-
fles. The most popular gues-
nons  are  answered on  the
letters page of The Beatles
Book—but lots of people still
ask the same things cven after
an answer has been published.”

“When The Beatles are on
tour " declared Bettina ** We're
sowedd under with requests to
go backstage, If we found a
wiy of maying ‘ves' 1o one it
wouldn't be fair on evervone
clee, Theatre mAnAgers
have ilc say on this sort of
thing—it isnt possible for us
10 give permission or author-
iy, All we can do is arrange
Gt Together Conventions.™

Until the middle of thes
vear the fan club was organised
in  two  sections—by Freds
Kellv in Liverpool for the
North and by Dettina Rosc in
Surrey for the South. In June
ld-year-old  Anne  Collingham
came in 1o centralise the whole
system from new London head-
guarters. Anne, who hails from
Islington,  North London,
helped 1o set up the network
of Area Sccretaries.

Freda Kelly continued to
look after the Lancashire sec-
tion of the new National Club,

Beatle Mad

T WAS converted (o The

Beatles ™ soys Anne “1
useel to be an oot and oot
modern  jazz fan. The Top
Twenty didn't really indcrest
me until The Beatless came
along. I realised that they had
a quality. an excilement, an
individuality which no other
British or American recording
group  had ever shown, Ever
since then I've been Beaile
mad, It's hard work running
the club—I seldom leave the
office before soven and  then
bodh Bettina and I take home
work 1o do in the evenings—
but T wouldn®t swop my job 1™

Bettina  Rose, ), lives in
Richmond. Long before the
National  Headquarters  was
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& BETTINA ROSE

set up Tina had organised the
lirst Southern branch of 1he
club from her home,

“1 was working as a secre-
tary at ATY then ™ Tina told
me I spent three hours every
cvening  denling  with  Club
corrcspondence and my  youn-
ger brother, Terry worked wilh
me all Saturday anmd Swncay,”

At the beginning of October
Anne asked her 1o come and
work full-fime at the new Club
offices as Joint National Scere.
Liary.

“ 1 pecepted like a shot, You
don’t mind pulting in extra
hours when vou're doing a job
you really enjov, do you?" she
sand.

Beatles Sweaters
fap of all their wsual

N
( ] chores, Anne and  Tina
have hecn organising the pro-
duction of a Hewstles Sweater
in recent weeks.

"“We realised our own oflice
couldn’t cope with the onders
said Tina "“So we arranged
with a mail order hirm, Wel-
dons of Peckham Limited, to
handie orders by post.

On my way out of the Club
H.) I passed beotween  two
mounlainous  piles of  seven-
inch envelspes.

“Thoese are copies of The

Beatles Christmas  Record
saiid Anne. “The lape was
made on the same day that

The Beatles recorded their new
single. It’s hilarious, Thev do
bits of * Rudolph © and * Good
King Wenceslas” Ringo does
a swing version of the carol
in a sort of RBilly Eckstine-
Billy Damniels voice ™

This will be the only 1963
record by The Beatles whicly
DOESMT top the charts—but
I bet it i3 a Moumber One
favourite with the members of
The Official Beatles Fan Club ?

FREDERICK JAMES

The bays help Tina (lefr)
amd Anne with the mail,
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BEATLE
“SONG

I Saw Her Standing There

Written and Composed by JOHN LENNON and PAUL MeCARTNEY

Recorded by The Beatles on their Album Please, Please, Me,

Well she was just seventeen

You know what | mean

And the way she looked was way beyond compare

50 how could I dance with another, Oh when [ saw
her standing there.

Well she looked at me

And I, T could see

That before too long 1I'd fall in love with her

She wouldn't dance with another, Oh when 1 saw
her standing there.

Well my heart went zoom
When I crossed that room
And | held her hand in mine

Oh we danced through the night

And we held each other tight

And before too long 1 fell in love with her

Now I'll never dance with another, Oh when 1 saw
her standing there.

Wanls reprodluced by permission of MNomhesn Soegs Lod, 132 Charing Cross Bowld, London, W.C.L

*1 Saw Her Standing There ™ was the hirst track on the Beatles record-breaking debut album
Sung by John and Paul topether in their own highly original wav, A rather different version has
been waxed by Dufly Power also on the Parlophone label. The eomposition is unusual as there is
only a three line " middle,™

M, that's not a real Jive beetle on John's shoulder, it's enly made of chocolate ! ’










THE EARLY DAYS

HE EARLY BEA-
TLES were wild.
Really wild. During
their frenzied act John
might kiss the microphone
or suddenly jump several
feet into the air, splitting
his old blue jeans in the
process, It was just an occu-
pational hazard.

The jokes came hard and
fast, too. The group quickly
built up a fervent following on
M erseysiche, They  worked
without @ continuous barrage
of screams—and 50 they could
exploit their musical Goonery
to the full

Manv of today’s screaming
fans fail to realise how much
zany Beatle comedy they're
missing by simply not giving
fhe group a chance to speak
between numbers.

Mainly For Kicks

UT back 1o those first for-
malive years on Mersey-
side, when fhey ployed for 2
Few  shillings whenever work
happencd to form wp. Most of
the peopls who knew them pot
the impression they liked to
play and sing mainly for kicks.
It was fun. But thev didnt
really have a driving ambition
to get to the top.

What they needed (and they
admit it themselves now 1) was
a little discipline. Says John
of himself: “1 know 1 went a
bit off the rails when I was
about 14, I more or less drif-
ted about, and when I was put
in for nine GCE's al school 1
wis a terrible failure.

"1 was like that all the time
I was at school. Art was the
c-n]dy thing I was interested in,
and in the end my headmaster
said that if T didn't go to art
school I might as well become
a laboarer !

by
Raymond McGhee

Art Student John

{V¥EN thovgh art was his
4 gtrongest subject, John still
conleses that he wasn'l (oo
happy ot dhe idea of studying
it for any length of time. He
felt that he would be surroun-
ded by a crowd of bearded,
would-be Van Goghs with
whom he would have little in
COmmenn,

“ 1t didn™t turn owt quite like
that,”" he adds, *“but I was so
concerned with music that 1
hardly spent any time there
I soppose T was a bit of a
comtrast 10 Paul=—he liked an,
too, but he studied his other
subjects and got through his
cxams.”

The frec-and-easy  student
life had a preat effect on John.

For a time he used to re-
hearse wik George and Paul,
quite casually, in a room in
Ciambia S{reel across the road
from the Liverpool College of
Art. And for a while he had
a flat that looked like some-
thing from the Left Bank in
Paris when you stepped inside
.. . rither untidy, with paint-
ings hung all over the walls,
Another artist lived next door.

Bob Wooler

OMEONE who's known the

'Beatles almost from the start
of their musical carcer is Bob
Wooler, a good friend and the
penial hosi of the Cavern
beat club  in  Liverpool, In
fact, the group would be the
first to admit that he helped
them a lot in their early days
by lining up bookings. Without
the work be pot them they
might have drifted apart,

“My impression? Well, they
were dishevelled and unkempt.
They looked sort of beatnik-y,
with leather jackets and faded
jeans. People thought they were
German.

*“Their hair was long then,
but not in the style they have
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it now, I just went anywhere,
more or Jess !

*In spite of their scruffiness,
though, they had a sound and
a visual impact that left its
mark. You might cven say
they were turming back the
Rock-Clock at that time, but
they didn care. Their attilude
was thal they liked what they
were doing, and you could take
it or leave iL"

Early Friend

ECALLIMNG his first book-

ing for the group, Hob

says he asked the dance pro-

moter for £8; the promofer

offered £4; and they setiled for
£6.

Bob is as happy a5 anyone
at the Beatles' faniastic sue-
cess today. ™ They were always
an elecirfying act,” he adds,
“and they still are. T sup-
posc I could have had the
opportunity of managing them
at one time, but I was content
ust o pet bookings. And to
Lc quite honest, T don't think
I would have been tempera-
mentally suited to managing.

“ Brian Epstein has done a
really tremendous job for them
and I have nothing but praise
for the way he has handled
their carcer.’

The Beatles looked onm Bob
% more than a friend in those
days. They would call him in
whenever there was a parficu-
larly big decision to be mads,

Az time went by, Beatle-
mania  hit Merseyside. Hun-
dreds, sometimes a couple of
thousand, woukd furnm up o
sce the proup at local dances.

It had never happened before
—it was like a fanatical devo-
tion to some big national idol,
but on a strictly-local scale
Ouite  often  visiting national
stars didnt stand a chance
when the local pride and jov,
the Beatles, were appearing in
the area the same night.






BEATLE NEW

GREATEST EVER *1 WANT TO HOLD YOUR HAND " ¢/w * THIS BOY "

T“HE BEATLES new single has already smashed a whole lot of new records. Mo disc
*  company has ever pressed over 500,000 copies of anything before its release.

But the fantastic demansd
must be met—even if it
takes every machine at the
E.M.I. factory. The boys
actually cut their new ons
several weeks apo but s
release has been delayed
due to the continued chart-
topping by *She Loves
You”

SWEDISH GIRLS

“They're great,” said Paul,
when [ oasked him  what he
thought of the Swedish tecn-
agers. " But it was a bit diffi-
cult playing with one on my
ack. Two girls jumped up on
t ee slage one might and one
climbad on me and the other
on  Cieorpe,™

Palice Help Neil
Says ropd  manager  Meil
Aspinall: My job is much
easier these days because the
police surround us whenever
we have to get through a
crowd. They never scem to pet
ied up or anything, many of

them ask for autopraphs.”

SIR BEATLES

What ii they got knigh-
ted ! After that terrific per-
formance in  the Royal
Command show anything
could happen. Just imagine
—&ir John, Sir Paul, Sir
George and Sir  Ringo.
Seriously though, there’s

lots of speculation as to
who are the big Beatles fans
in the Royal Family. Most
backers go for Princess
Margaret and Lord Snow-
don being in the lead but
they all seemed to go for
the beat kings and their
kind of music at the show.

BEWARE OF BOGUS BEATLE CLUBS

Beatles Fan Clob Mational Secretaries Betlina Rose and Anne
Collingham fear that some members of the official club may be
persuaded to join some other local organisations in various paris
of the country, which are wsing the name * Beatles ™ in the tide

wilhout having any connection
with the groop ~We've had
one report from Dundee ™ savs
Anne. * [t appears thatl two men
had opened up a completely
unauthensed club in Dundes,
which certainly  badnt  the
backing of us or The Beatles.”

A complete list of all the
Officinl Arca Secrelaries has
been published in The Beatles
Rook and Fans are warned that

DODD DIGS HIS FELLOW LIVERPUDS

T

Daodd—seen here wilth the bovs—sayvs,

“1 was very

plessed to have The Heatles in my show as I think they are a
gread group—and alier all, we falk the same ]anmmge—_ll‘s the
draught From the Mersey Tunnel which causes the Liverpoal

necenl.”

they should contact the London
Headguariers at 13 Monmouth
Street if they are asked to join
amy organisation whose name
and address has not been pub-
lished on the Fan Club pages.

FIRST BRITISH
GOLD DISC?

IT HAS already been re-
ported that * She Loves Yon ™
will earn the boys itheir first
gedd dise on a world wide sales
basis, Boi ™MOW it looks cer-
fain that it will sell a million
in THIS COUNTRY ALONE.
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First selection of Fab Glossy Pix you can bhuy

SR TR I N oy 1

One Size only 10" x 8"

PRICE 2 6 EACH (Plus 4d postage and packing with each order of one or more pix}
please give reference number of each print you require
SEND POSTAL ORDERS TO :—
BEATLE BOOK PIX - 787 HIGH ROAD, FINCHLEY, LONDON, N.I2
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