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Meditation was almost a forgotten word until the Beatles pushed it back into the head-
lines. But recemtly many people have been saving that the boys are not serious about the
whole thing. ‘“Why haven't they gome to India yet to sec the Maharishi?®™ was a favourite
fuestion.

Well, mow they've got their answer. The boys wanted to go long before Christmas —and
said so. But they decided that they must finish the Magical Mystery Tour first. And then,
one thing after another piled up. The pressure, of course, is always on Paul and John, and
in January they realised that if they shot off to India for several weeks or even months—
becavse George for one wants to stay at least until April —evervone could say goodbye fo a
new Beatles” single release before the Sammer.

So, on top of evervthing else, John and Paul came up with some great new ideas and
all the boys went into EMI Studios at the beginning of February to work on them. [ say new
ideas—because the Beatles always insist these days that they do not know which number
will turn out as a single until they have worked on them all. They always like to go into the stodio
with several rough song ideas and then polish each one up until they can improve it no further,
Then, they decide if any of the numbers are good enough to be released as a single. It's a
strange fact (which I'm sure every Beatles’ student has already noticed), that recently
Paul’s ideas have turned up on the A side and John's on the B side, with the exception of
“All You Need Is Love™. And it’s happened again because **Lady Madonna™ is mainly
Paul's creation but, this single is different again becavse the B side was written by George.

Apple is growing very fast. As | predicted a long time ago, the boys want it to become
many things. Above everything else, they want to help new talent to get a chance to be heard and
scen. You already know about the Apple Shop, Apple Music and Apple Films, but do vou
also kmow about Apple Corps, Apple Retail, Apple Wholesale or Apple Records? MNext
month we will be giving you an inside look at some of the secrets of the Beatles® Apple set-up
and tell you about the people who are helping the Beatles to run all the companies, including
some you already know very well—Neil Aspinall and Mal Evans,

Wasn't Ringo lantastic on the Cilla Black Show, Singing —well we know he could do
that; tap dancing—proper Gene Kelly style; telling jokes—as wsual. Great Ringo. More

please. Jﬂ-h”ﬂy D‘Eﬂn Editor.

This pie mid the orhiers on pages 7 and 31 were faken jist befare George's celebrared moistacke wis
resmeved. i SRS 15 o 25 vor cow see the mew George compiete with imcoy ered (1]l g .|I|:|F.

-







Mational Secretary
FREDA KELLY

Mlew Postal Address:
THE OFFICIAL

!
THE OFFICIAL BEATLES FAN CLUB
P.O.BOX Mo l2

eatlles N E10E

Club Telephone Number:
! NI, MR, ¥ 051. 709 2410

++**FOR IMMEDIATE MEMBERSHIP just send your first year's subscription
(POSTAL ORDER FOR FIVE SHILLINGS) plus a STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED
ENVELOPE (size no smaller than 9° 32 47) to Freda Kelly at the new address above.

MARCH NEWSLETTER

DEAR BEATLE PEOPLE,

March is a very important month for Beatle People who have NOT joined the Fan Club,
It is “Special Offer Month”! From the beginning of April ALL NEW FAN CLUB
VIEMBERS WILL HAVE TO PAY 7/6 PER YEAR INSTEAD OF THE EXISTING
FIVE BOB ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. If you are one of the many folk just THINKING
about joining it's time to ACT and send off your application and first subscription BEFORE
THE END OF MARCH. Your five bob will give you full membership right through until
the end of APRIL 1969—and you'll start off with the SPECIAL FREE BONUS below,

FAN CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS: For more than six years the Fan Club's annual
subscription rate has remained unchanged although the cost of just about everyihing from
postage to printing has increased enormously during that time, So that the ¢lub can continue
1o give the best possible service it has been decided that an increase from five bob to 7/6
is mevitable. This will not affect existing club members for another twelve months-—not
until the end of April 1969 in fact. Existing members will be requested to renew their
subscription at the existing five bob rate towards the end of next month. There is no need
to write in now—wait until we send vou your own renewal reminder complete with reply en-
velope near the end of April.

FREE FAN CLUB POSTER BONUS: Members will remember the terrific full-colour
poster we sent out last spring—the Sgt, Pepper Souvenir Poster with a huge close-up
photograph. There will be another equally great poster this year—with a brand-new
never-seen-hefore colour photograph showing John, Paul, George and Ringo as they are
today. The new free souvenir will be mailed to members at the end of next month. It will
also be sent to all new members who join the club between now and the cnd of July—
whether they join during March at the old rate or after this month at the new rate,

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR MEMBERS:! The Fan Club receives a large amount of
mail from non-members, In future it will not be possible for the general public to receive
free photographs or replies to queries via the Fan Club. This is a decision which has been
taken in order to reduce the delay in answering letters from members. To help the Club
to et a reply to you as fast as possible please make sure that all future letters you send in
show your Fan Club membership number on the front of the envelope—write the number
Boldly in the top left-hand corner. Please don’t forget to do this—il no membership number
appears on your envelope you may noet get any reply as your letter will be treated as non-
member correspondence,
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Tiver top hrdlness execnrives Nalr wp balore stevsing 1--rr-rn!.-—r1'rr:r L P.'r Liwls, '-Fr:r.wzl'.m: IMeecior of NEMS
Errerprises with Ringo.

BEATLE BITS: PAUL locking for a quiet country home not teo far from London
...... BEATLES taking a very close interest in GRAPEFRUIT recording sessions .
VICTOR SPINETTI prm:lun:mg and directing stage ad‘nplﬂtlﬂ-n of JOHN'S "-'-I'I[IHL:- from
“In His Own Wrte” and ““Spamiard In The Works™  PAUL impressed h-'u' THE
SUPREMES at London’s Talk Of The Town nightspot ... ... .. RINGO AND MAUREEN
celebrated third wedding anniversary February 11 and GEORGE celebrated 25th birthday
exactly a lortnight later . . . . Manfred Man KLAUS YVOORMANN who dzsigned
“Revolver™ album cover creating special artwork for cover of “Wonderwall™ film sound-
track LP. ... MAL EVANS to be General Manager of Apple Records, new label which 15
about 1o be activated on The Beatles’ behalf h'_-f DEREK TAYLOR, just home again
from Californs,

SORRY =0 much of my space had to he taken up with Fan Club re-organisation
details but I'll try to make more room for extra news next month.

- TARRAH FOR NO







RECORDING

INDIA

A special Report
on George's recent
visit to Bombay

BY MAL EVANS

t was ““Wonderwall® di-

rector  Joe  Massot who

invited George to write,
arrange and supervise the
recording of soundirack music
for the film, George accepted
becavse Joe is a pood friend
of his and becavse he knew
the whole thing would be an
interesting  ¢xperience.  As
Musical Director, George
was given a completely free
hand, Mobody told him the
music had to be in any
particular style, From the
heginning George  decided
that a part of his soundirack
seore should be Indian music
hut he postponed his actuoal
visit to Bombay wuntil the
rest of the composing and
recording was complete.

His first job was to go and
see  am unfinished, bt
roughly-edited, version of the
film so that he would be
familiar with the story and
the changing atmosphere of
every scemc. Each time the

film was ren through for
him George noted down
everything he was watching.
He worked out that about
an howr's music would be
needed. He timed each se-
quence carefully until he
had a list of ““sitweations™
where he thought music
should be heard in the
backaround. There is one
part of the film where a girl
is scen crying. So George
Jotted down “Sad scene for
3 minutes. Girl eries for first
2 minutes 35 seconds”,

TUNE THEMES
Al this was done at

Twickenham before George
set up his first recording
sessions. At home he made
tape-recorded  outlines  of
bits of themes, the first
seraps of the tunes which
were growing in his mind
for the wvarious parts of
“Wonderwall™.

The recording sessions

the
Musicians were not given a
written score to work from.

were umusual in that

Simply  because  neither
George nor the other Beatles
know how to write down
music in the orthodox wav.
Instcad the themss were
composed and built up in
the studio with George giv-
ing his musicians verbal or
imstrumental instrections as
they went alona,

sometinees such a short hit
of music was needed that
George would just say to the
right man “MNow, give us a
bit of happy banjo picking™.
He'd listen and then re-
direct the musician by add-
ing: “MNo, what I want is
something more like this™
and he'd hum or whastle a
few bars. So the trying and
the altering would go on
until George knew that what
he was hearing was exactly
what he wanted and that's
when the studio tape ma-

i1 There's mothing like @ nice cup of tew in Liverpocd, Lovdon or Sonbay,
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chines were swilched on.
WKL welll ey a take™ he'd
say : ““30-second banjo theme
—Take One.”

For the recordings George
used repular session men-—
some of the best musicians
in London—plus individual
friends whose work he knew
well. He never used a full-
sized  orchestra  and  he
seldom had more than half
# dozen men plaving at any
one session. A lot of the
music  wis done with a
standard set of beat-group
ling-up of three guitars and
drums,

Soon  after  Christmas
George was ready to move
1o India for the last part of
his assignment. For those
parts of the score which were
to be Indian music it was
essential - from  George's
paint of view that he should
work on the spot with
carefully selected musicians.
There are no Indian musi-
cians of that high calibre in
Britain. Conversely there are
no really first-rate guitarisis
in the Western style to be
found in India.

BOMBAY BOOKING

On our behall Loadon's
EMI people contacted the
EMI  offices in  Bombay.

Tickets lor three—George,
Meill and our mate Alex
Mardas—were booked on
Air India’s London-Bombay
Night for Sunday, January 7.
We were on the flight For
neacly 19 hours with stops
at Paris, Frankfurt and
Tehran.

Alex had red-tape trouhbles
since he 5 a Greek and
should have acquired a visa

For Indig prior fo our de-
parture, Luckily those 19
hours in the air gave time
for the problem to be sorted
out and there was a 2-day
lemporary visa permit wait-
ing lor Alex when we landed
at Bombay around six on
Monday morning.

KNEW GEORGE

We were prested by
shambhu Das, the man who
runs Ravi Shankar’s Bombay
School of Music. George
knew him well from that
long Indian visit he made
I8 months ago. Shambhu
took us to the Airways Hotel
but we stayed just the one
night becanse the airport
15 20 miles from the centre
of Bombay and we didn't
fancy wasting up to 4 hours
each day driving to and fro.

O Teesday we moved
o the Taj Mahal Hotel,
a splendid place right on
the Bombay sealront.

Five days of concentrated
sfudio  sessions  [ollowed.
Each bBegan arounmd ¢leven
in the morning and finished
between eizht and ten at
night. The EMI people and
Shambhu Das pot a eood
idea from George about the
number of musicians he was
aoing towant at each session.
Muast ol the people they sent
into our studio were the top
men.  musicians  who  had
plaved on FEavi's records,

The Bombay studios were
anly fitted out to make mono
records so a great load of
stereo equipment had to be
brought in specially rom
Calcutta, Tn addition Alex
helped to rig up a duplicate
set of recording gear which

{ The Heatles resding theongh the seripe of thele ™ Yellow
o amrariae” carteen filee, wiiiel 5 cavrenily in pradiedion.

O

we'd brought with us rom
London, S¢ we doubled up
on all the recording and
finished up with two sets of
tapes at the end of the week.
Since then we have mixed
together some of the studio
recordings with our own to
make the finished sound to
be heard on the “Wonder-
wall™ filmtrack.

Conditions in the studios
were not quite the same as
we were used to! We were
working beneath a Aoor of
offices and sessions had to
stop for half an hour or so
each day while all the office
staff packed up to o home.
There were other interrup-
tions too—such as the nodse
of traffie from outside. More
than a few recordings had to
be scrapped and re-staried
because  the  unscheduled
sound of & motor horn pot
on 1o the tape!

SKILL

But the Indian musicians
made up Tor all these minor
nuisances by their terrific
skill and emthusiasm, Al
Indian music is based on
ragas, S0 that he'd have
somethinz o start with
George got his musicians to
play one of the several
thouwsand alternative ragas.
Then he'd change it bit by
bit until ke had them playing
what he wanted. Sometimes
he got them deing things
they'd never done  before
and they were delighted.
There are no harmonies in
Indian music but at one
session George pot  three
sitars playing harmonies to-
oether and it worked
marvellously!

Owe thing we loved about
the EMI Bombay studios.
They kept a gang of full-time




musicians on call. When
they were not being used
these men would just sit in
their own special room
plaving cards, Sometimes a
set-up like this would be
very welcome in London,
Younever know the moment
VOu're gu;:ui,ng to want exira
musicians at a Beatles’ ses-
sion! All these studio men
were very versatile. They
could play any number of
instruments — harmonium,
banjo, drums, piano—and
play them all exceptionally
well.

Usweally George worked
with a frio or quartet, A
typical linc-up might be a
sur-bahar (like a bass sitar),
a sitar and a santoor (a

table harp playved with
sticks). Or a sitar plus a
dileuba (the bowed nstri-
ment  George used  for
“Within  You, Without
You' ") and a thar-shenhai (a
bowed instrument which has
a sort of flute attachment to
amplify the music).

NEXT LP
AFTER WE'D FINISH-
ED THE "“WONDER-

WALL"” WORK GEORGE
DECIDED IT WOULD BE
A PITY NOT TO MAKE
EXTRA USE OF ALL
THOSE GREAT INDIAN
PLAYERS. SO WE TAPED
WITH LARGER GROUFS
OF THEM, UP TO TEN
AT A TIME, AND MADE

RECORDINGS WHICH
GEORGE WOULD LIKE
TO FIND USE FOR IN
THE NEXT BEATLES
ALBUM, _

“WONDERWALL"HAS
YET T BE PREMIERED
BUT AS FAR AS WECAN
TELL 1T WILL BE|
SHOWN AT LOCAL
CINEMAS EVERY-
WHERE FAIRLY SOON,
THERE ARENT ANY
DETAILS ABOUT AN LP
ALBUM OF GEORGES
MUSIC JUST YET BUT
AS SOON AS SOME-
THING IS FIXEDYOU'LL

GET ALL THE INFOR-§
MATION IN THES
BEATLES MONTHLYS
BOOK,

A BEATLES REPORT FROM AUSTRALIA

BY TERRY

Here, in Melbourne, (the BEATLES were
here in “6d)all their records sell like nobody s
business! Here is a summary of how your re-
cords have sold and what place they made in
our Top 100 Charts. I also list my faveurite
WANES.

19ix6:

1. Day Tripper,We Can Work 1§ Owud (a big hit-—
Pao 1 for seven wiorks—as well us o donble-sider).

2, Mowhere Yan Moewegkan Wood (not that big—
got as high as MNo. 5 spot: MW, bipger than the
A slde: MNowhere Man).

A, Hubber Soul—L.P, (huge suceess: Mo, 1 on all
L.P, charts heve for many weeks, even made several
Top 40 lists),

4. Paper-back Writer (Mo, 1 for .,
sold well).

@ manth;

5. Revolver—I.P. (leads of publicity, hewever il
never made Mo, 1 on P, Charts but all the radio
statlons bashed hell out of §t).

a. Yellow SubmarineElearor Righy  (could it
ever he displaced as a Mo, 17 Unfortunately 3o, yes;
it eoubl. Both mumbers had a  stranpglehold on
ench and every chart by Christmas 1966, Hape hith.
1966 My Clice):

KILMARTIN

Simgles: L.P.'s:

1, “¥.5."VER." 1. Revilver.

e Y It 2. Rubber Soul.

3. “P.W.MRST

4, “DLT." W COWLO
Best Overall Songs for vear:
“Love To Yaou™

Creorge T

1967:

1. Peomy Lang (Mo, 1 for several weeks but o
A-gidle went In a blg way).

2, S P.LHCE "—LP (WOW: GAS: FABU-
LOUSHE Mo. 1 for 20 weeks and gof s high on
Taop 40 lisf as Mo, 75 greatest record by Beatles and
anyone, anywhere, forever!),

A AN You MNeed Ts Love (Hit! Mo, 1 for aro
6 to 7 wecks—Hip-side well played fool).

4. Helle, Goodbye/T AM The Walrus (2-in-1
smash hit: af the moment it s stil]l on Mool spot
aflfer & weeks liy, B on top spof. LAST.W. aired afier
a few weeks, Just as big Of el begger) than HLG ko
1967 (My Choice):

Singles:

l.. l-IP‘I“1II|'lI-I..LI.'.F11I

2, MAY.MILL.™

3 “HG M LATW.™
Best Overall Songs for year:

“Sithin You Without You™ **A Day In the Life'
Goorge, John and Paul.

Ly

“Tamarraow Mever
Knows,™ John L.

L.,
H5 P LILCR,










¢ pet oa eonstant
stream of letters at
The Beatles Book

offices asking about early
Beatle records. Sample: *°I
became a fervent Beatle fan
at the beginning of 1964 and
now want to build a complete
collection of their records,
singles mainly, going right
back to the days of *Love Me
Mo, I've tricd several Iocal
dealers with no soccess® .,

Right! Here's o “Beatles Book™
muide 1o exactly what is going on
aver Lhe now-massive cataloguc
ol material from the inspired
pens of John and Paul.

First, what dpes YOUR local
dealer say when you Bry 10 o1 2
copy of, [or instance, “Plesss
Please Me™ 2 Maybe vour old
Copy i worn out; mawbe you
pained i the ranks of Beatls
Fanatics oo recently to have ever

hind & copy.
The olficial  staement  Trom
E&IT  records, wia  Mr  Roy

Featherstone (marketing departs
ment). i this. "Some of the early
Beatles™ singles have boen deleted
from  the catalogue. This s
mnevilable  with any  recording
artist but ech single by a top
artist g5 lelt on the available st
for seweral wears before being
remoyed,™

SINGLES

In the case of the Beatles, the
singles ooncerned ans: “Love Mle
Do "P.5, | Love ‘I"ﬂ-l.l"; “Please
Please Me™/"Ask Me Why
“EFrom M To You"' mThank ¥on
Girl": “She Lowes You"/ L'l
Gier You'': 1 Wanna Heold Your
Hand"'/*This Bov"; “Can’t Buy
M Lave ™ You Can't Do That'':
1 Feal Fing"'“5he’s A Wornan'';
*Ticket To |-’.i-:||:"_."“:|"l:.~\.- I is",

This represents all heir early

singles  with the exception of

“Hard Day's Might™/ " Things We
Said Today™ which is STILL
available, even though it was
originally released prior to the
last vwe named in the deleted™
lest, So. o . 0f your lecal denler
sags he can't ger “Hard Day's
Might'', he s wrong. All he has
o o B oput i ancorder o EMI

NO LONGER

Records and they will get copics
up from their factory. Should the

single be temporarily owt of
stock. then copics can be res
resscd—the only problem here

El!lg that there i3 abvinusly
likely to be o delay of perhaps a
week Or 50,

EMI Becords have had com-
plaints in the post about dealers
SAYING something iz deleted
when in fact it i not Mosily
this adds up 1o sheer laziness on
e part of the local desler, Bt
now vor know it ioofMcial Lo,
all singles from “Daytripper™/
“We Can Work I8 Chet™ =il are
wvailable and CAN be ordered.
There may be further deletions
before the end of this yvear, but
that is the situation right now.,

LPs — ALL Heatle albums
are still available, from the first
“Please Please Me' right through
1o “Sgt, Peppar™, That again is
absolute fast, Any dealer who
really wanis to help can pet yvou
a copy of any album, though
apain there may be delays from
the factory end. Explanation of
the dn!n;.-s 15 a.im;:d:..' that presses
work at Tull streteh 10 keep
up=tg-dite with orders for the
latest Bentle albums,

Disregard, then, n reply given
to a kewer printed i oone of the
wieskly music papers where it was
stated that ALL Beatle singles
are siill available. Bul Supposs
Vi want 0 pEl oa oomplets
Iil;r::r_l.' of Beatle records—how
can you go about 67 One way is
te advertise for o copy of a
specilic single, But EMI point
out that all the *A° side singles,
those now deleted, have been
included on various albums . . .
mest of them on the recent
“Beatles’ Golden His™ L
There's no difference in the acheal
recording, naturally, only in fhe
aciual size of the record!

SOME BEATLE SINGLES ARE

REPORTS FREDERICK JAMES

OBTAINABLE

But one wonders il anybody
has a COMPLETE collection of
Beatle records about the world.
You can work out that it would
cosl approsimaitely £30, or a litle
aver, o aciually BUY all the
relesses in Britain alone. . . .

But in America, for just one
example. the album  Situation
changes considerably, Basically,
Capitel  Records there try  to
produce  five LPs from  Ffour
Il'hiuila albums, Extra material
i added; contents are chopped
and  changed. “The Magical
Mystery Tour™ appeared as ons
side of an LP in the Staes, for
instance, where here 11 was an
EP. There is a considerahle
demand for teese “special”” Amer-
can LP here in Britwin . . . and
many ol them are impered for
ressile,

COVERS & EXTRAS

Most countrics in the world
have “gxtra™ Beatle records, One
man with copies of most s
publisher Deck James—he also
has a large percentage of the
Beatle matenal  “covered” by
oiher  artists, This  represents
many, many hundreds of records
ings. Mr, James' collection is by
no means complete.

But the most interesting point
ist just how wvaluable will the
carly Beatle records be im, say,
iwenty-five  wears lime?  With
Beatle-fanatics  already payin
high import prices for materi
from different parts of the world,
it looks like being a “skv's the
limit" scene for those singles
vou have fucked awav in your
collection right mow, In 199,
there’ll surely be a tremendouss
demand for souvenirs of 1the pop
phenomeena of the 19600,

Moral: Hang on ticghtly to
viour Beatle discs, They could be
worth a small foriene,

A l!'..l‘.'n'_r afned owe mienre af acrmal n:"ﬁilm'!nl,;' i1 Feleated out 4'-:,I" erery Twe Tundred thar the Beatfes
spened fa e stacios 0 owoader 7 sy pleee of double perenssion was ever released.
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WINMER OF FREE SUBSCERIPTION
Hello Johnny Diean?

W are now iin the sixth vear of fantastic Beatles®
music, aml sl going streng. I [ were given the
opportunity of wriling a Bealles LIP sleeve, on gheir
nent one, First 1 would give the LE, o title (of course):

il MEMORY OF THE LATE BRIAN

EPFSTEIN) FIVE YEARS OF BEATLES'
ANMD MORE'.
Sheeve Ml

Im Mlemory of the [ate Brian Epstein, this alhum of
the Beatles is dedicated 1o this greal mon, whose lific
came o oa fragic ond in Aogust 1967, A Man who
was vioung and the Beatles greatest inspiration.

[he Beatles are withowt doubt the greatest thing 1o
happen 1o Pop Mlasic,

Five fantwstic years, during which the Beailes
have capbered the hearts of masic lovers, everywhere,
Every song has sold over 1 million, and by daing
s, they've beeome the fastest selling music artistes,
i e History of Records, {Disgs),

Dipening o way for mew growps, new sounds, aod
making the music progress. From guitars to ditars,
Rock "n orall to psychedelic msic, and so it poes on,

Lennon and MeCariney, two greal composers,
whose sopps have beeome Golbden standards, Wherever
you go they are sung by people of all walks of life,
i pubs, sehools, football matches ete, Millions of
peaple of all races and beliefs, join as one big happy
family in listening to the Phenomenal Heatles. Idols
af the Beatbes recorded their songs, plus other great
show-business arifistes,

“embers of the most exclusive Order of the British
Empire — indeed  the Hipghlight of the bovs®
career. Mot only was it a great Honour for them 1o
receive the MOBE., from Her Mapesiy the Queen,
but also Ter HBeatbes Tans ten. We're prood and
thrilled that owr idels hove heen given recognition
by Rovalty for cxports. Among those presemt at
Buckingham Palace was the man who gave ws the
Beatles—the late Brian Epsicin,

Listen now 1o this album of the Beatles. ladics and
gentlemen. ANl Magpnificent  British  Enteriabiners
JOYHMN WINSTON  LEMNOMN, ALBE., JANMES
PALL MeCARTNEY, MB.E., RICHAERD STAR-
KEY {bviter known as Ringe Starry, NLBE., ond
GEORGE HARRISON, MOLE. (he also is 2 song

WrilET .
THE BEATLES, AMLRE.,
Doreen 5. Hywde,
39 Baird House,
White City Estane,
Lomndan, W, 12, England.

Dear Johnny Diean,

I Would like to thank v.u for the fab B.B. I would,
nod miss one even if 1 had to beg for it. Seriously
thamh, }uh{-n I turned fo page six, and saw the
Beatles in their funcy Dvess, I thought they were
great. My fivourite was Mavreen—she 1 oked really
Greal in her Heap Indian Mini Skirt,

Sao thunks once again for Beatles MMonihly.

Liove Janct Jean,
Motting Hill Gale, London.

Dear Johnny,

I must find the time do write to you about Magical
Mystery Towr, Whatever were the critics thinking of
b give it such a knocking. I teought it was great,
the songs, especially Fool on the Hill, Great, Fantasiie,
The point of this lefler bowever is that my mother,
ape 42, who is a grest admirer of the Beatles tlent,
thought it was witer rubbish, She thought the Beatles
could da s much better: slse my sister Valerie, s
13 years, a Monkee fanatic; was very scathing in
her remarks.

After a lon of arguments T gof them to have another
ook at it on B.R.C.2 and they liked it, because they
accepted it for what it was, a Magical Mystery Toar,
mu w story. I hope the B.B.C. keeps re-showing it
% it grows on you the more vou see it the more vou
like §t.

Yours sincerely,
(i) 1. Ball, ngeed 18 years,
4 Counterpos] Road, Kingswond,
Eristal, Glos,

Love fo all the Beatles especially Paul, Aum's

love to John and Ringo.

Dearest Beatles,

I have just vead Carol Mekee's letter in BB, Mo, 55
and T must swy how [ agree with her, We all live, at
some fime, ina deeam world and I'm sure that Beatle
People often dream of mecting Beatles. [ Enow T da,
I think so much abowt you and foel that I o know
vl have et you, and still will meet vouw I hope
my decam will conee true. But uatil it does T have
your records, and |.Ii|‘:1l|]l:'-|!i. MMT 1% %o Taninstic,
Whemneyer 1 hear I"'I"I}'ing" I wizh it could o on
forever. 1°d love sin LP of muosie like that, It would
be grent Tor partics,

Thank wyou Beatles (especially John) for every-
thing,

Laovee,
Marmaret Sharkey,
40 Wheelwright Road,
Erdington, Birminglan 24,
XEXNX
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Dicar Jihnny,

Mav 1 take up a few lines fo make this personal
plesne Are ghere any Beatle people who have the
interview albums produced in dhe States by EID
RLUDY? I'd like fo buy or exchange almost anything
fae ihem.

Many thanks,
Kevin Gilledt,
Belhaven, Scrtlement Fopal,
Highton, Geelamg,
Victorin 3216 Ausiralia.
5. —Best wishes o all from “Down Undee™
Beatle People,

[rcar Johnmy.

I have just read February's Beatles Book, amd |
wik ever st disapprinted that you couldn’t print ams
pix ol George and Pattie at the Funcy Dress party.
I really ndore Gessge, and the descripiion of his
costume, and Faitie’s too, sended oo gorgesus o
b true. What 1 wanted fo ask Is. if vou teok any
pix of l.'.'lnmme aml Pattic, or just George, if T could
buy @ print. 1"d pay anything Tor i, I oenn dha, i 1
could anly have one, I i's possible, please send me
e, and I osend the meeaey back.

Please, T love George sooomuech, and 1% really
treasure that pieture,

dnequeline Stone,
13 Garrick Howse,
Sireatham, 5.%. 16,

P.5.—Many comgratulations to Georpe and Paltie an
ihir second wedding anniversary,

SINTHRY RS W E—

Sorry, but we didn™t manage o ake any pics
of George or Pattie at the Fancy Diress Ball, They
just never scemed to be anywhere near our phoro-
prapher!

Iearest John {vou're the Greatest),

I nearly died, when T opened B, Moo 55, oos
there you were on page 3, dressed up as a rocker,
o were FAMNTASTIC, Yoo look s gorgeows and
sexy dressed Jike that WOW! T bet you stole the

whiele party in that outfil. THEM T hod another dose
of LEMMNOM-AANIA whein T turned do the middie
page, WOWEEE] there right before my eves s
THE mst GORGEOUS pic ' eover seen. Yoo
lovk desd dreamy there, I'I fell vou, And also let
mie fell you JOHN, that 1 am one of your millions
of fans who did leve MOMUT. and T appeeciate all
thee hard work gome inte making it,
Hope there Il be ansther T,V show lined up for "68,
All my devoled BEATLE love from 5 loval
LEMMOMN BMANIAL,
Johnishly vours forever,
Mliss L, Walker,
Kirkheatom,
Yorkshire,
AXXXXXXXX

SYMPHONY FOR A BEATLE

He is my idol. the love of my life,

He's always near me in lighter or siril.
His music con soothe like nothing else can
For 1 am Paul’s woman aod he is my mean.

Thee grlint in his eves, the smile an his lips,

Mlakes my whole being shiver from top g0 finger tips,
That tender book, thut teasing smile,

Which 5 always there on iy mind a1l the while,

A shake of his head. the murmm of his volce,
Andl 1'm lost to the world in the Beatle noise,
The gentle brown eves, which hold mystery for me
A magical mystery which makes my life Tree,

The dark brown hair which Galls an fo bis brow,

The boyish grin that tugs at my heart, sonebow,
The sweeping eyelashes, the large innocent eyes,
All make hien my hero, my most treasured priee,

His outlack to life, his music and his Josks,

All make him the tops, number one in my books.
My spatlight is on him and will be foreyer,

I'Il =tand by the Beatles, ' desert them never,

So there vou hove beard i, at least a small part,
The stiry of my man, the man in my heart,

My world evolves aroand him, & pliin to see for all
I'd rather die than be unirue o my Beatle Paul.
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TWO YEARS AGOD

by Billy Shepherd and Johnny Dean

Snmchndr wrote, quite recently, that a certain new girl singer didn't stand

much chance of finding disc success because she'd never even met a Beatle!
A bit on the sarcastic side, perhaps, but there's a tremendous list of pop successes
which can be put down to some form of Beatle influence—a Lennon-McCartney
song, a recommendation from Ringo, a suggestion from George,

zo back te March, 1766, two years ago,
and there was the case of a chart-entry group
who claimed that they made the break-
through simply because Paul McCartney
fancled a clggie and didn't have his lighter
with him! And that’s dead serious. Group
concerned, a duo actually, was the Truth.
teve Gold and Frank Aiello had made
two records, but with lictle success.

5o they went up to Dick James" affices and
the Beatle publisher was talking generally
to them about which Beatle songs mighe
give them a third-timc-luclg success. The
one he fancied maost was “Girl". The two
boys talked it over—were slightly worried
about the fact that they might be described
as "jumping on the Beatle band-wagan™. In
an outer office sat their manager, Jeff
Cooper, He, too, was thinking about which
sangs, by a variety of composers, would
best suit the boys.

And in walked Paul McCartney., He
fumbled in his pockets. Then he strolled
over and asked Jeff, a stranger to him, If he
had a light. leff obliged happily.

He was sure this was an omen. "We'll do
the Beatle song. "Girl’ It Is”, he sald. They
did it. And it went straight into the charts.
Just sheer colncidence! The Truth didn't
think so. But this little yarn illustrates the
importance placed on ANYTHING to do
with the Beatles. . ..

Around this rather chilly monch of March,
it was announced that 19866 would see the
Beatles touring America, Germany and
Japan. Brian Epstein was off to Americato
fix up details for the boys' biggest-yet
money-spinning trek round the 5States. And
':l..'-:-rge told ws: “The difference becween
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now and a few years back is that we can look
right ahead over a whole year and know
just where we're going to be in any given
month, of week even, [t makes life much
easier. Most of us now have family scenes
going and ic’s nice to be able to make long-
range plans with the wife.™

Oh yes, March 1966 was "Beatles At Shea
Stadium” time on television. We've dealt
fully with this programme in past issues of
“Beacles Book"—but a reminder of this
incredibly exciting show, in front of 56,000
peaple, doesn't come amiss, we hope, Almost
a documentary, completely entertaining. . .
lots of Beatle work in a S0-minure show
which also featured dancers, Brenda Hollo-
way and the Sounds Incorporated oucfic
from Bricain.

QUIET MONTH

WWe spent a lot of time with Jehn Lennon
duringchis “quietish" month of March, He ex-
plained that it was quiet because the newly-
wed Georga was entitled to as long as he
wanted for the honeymoon., “But people
keep throwing this retirement thing at us.
There has to be a limit to what we take on,
abyiously, and there's no need to go mad
rushing around the country. Recording is
the prablem, As the years go by, Paul and |
take lenger actually getting down to writing
matarial for albums and singles. Right now
wa've got to get a new LP finished, So what
happens? George comes rushing back from
his holiday with Patti and discovers that
we've got very lictle actually done, ‘Rubber
Scul' seems like only yesterday, but it was
a leng time ago.
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"George Martin wants us to get on wich
it. But we find that it definitely takes longer
now. There's been talk about me doing a
record just reading aloud some of my poems
but again | don’t want to start pushing things.
| think I'm more the type to sit back and
hope that nice things will happen to me,
rather than go out reoting fer new things to
do. Maybe ics wrong, Mot so long age 1'd be
like a long-distance runner, go anywhere, if
it was likely to really help the group.”

EIGHTH GOLD DISC

Jahn might have felt he was slowing down,
but the quality was higher than ever in his
writing, "Mowhere Man™ was in the process of
passing the million mark in the States, earn-
ing the Beatles their eighth Gold Dise for
szles in America alone, Actually this was
their fifth consecutive single to pass the
Magic Million Mark and nobeody had ever
come within a mile of that sert of consistency
before. Ma, not even E, Presley.

Tying in with che "Shea Stadium' show,
the boys decided to give everyone of thelr fan-

club members, a souvenir of the production,
30 they sent out a booklet of colour pictures
taken from the show (remember there was
ne colour television here at that time) and
alsc a replica of a frent-row ticket for the
perfermance. It may sound a fairly simple
process, just addressing the envelopes and
posting che souvenirs . . . but with 2 fan=club
as big as the Beatles it was a massive opera-
tion. Ancther example, though, of how the
Beatles liked to come up with little off-the-
cuff surprises for their faithful followers.
Which means YOU!

We wonder how many of you actually re-
member a hit record <alled “Woman'', Well,
this was by Peter and Gordon and ic chased
pretty high up the charts just a couple of
years ago, The composer according to the
label informaticn was one Bernard Webb,
and nobody in the business seemed to know
whao he was. Journalists started digging deep
and came up with the astonishing informa-
tion that it was actually . . . Paul MeCartney!

It all started because of a MeCartney whim,
He wanted to see il ane of his songs, per-
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fermed without a Beatle name attached toit.
could make the grade. He'd been long
friendly wich Peter and Gorden, for obvious
reatens, and he offered them the sang at
exactly the moment they wanted a follow-up
single . .. having already made the chares
with a fully-credited Beatle song,

GOOD S50ONG

Of course it was a hit simply because it
was a darned good song anyway. Peter and
Gorden, who have recently split up to go
their separate ways, found it a terrible trial
trying to keep the secret of Bernard Webb. . .
and from cheir point of view it led o a lot of
criticism. Didn't help when they kept point-
ing out that the secrecy was purely and
simply for Paul's sake. . ..

Mind you, then as now, there were always
pecple trying to stir up controversy abourt
anything connected even remotely with the
Beatles. The line taken ever Peter and Gor-
don was that THEY were responsible for
hiding Paul's name away—simply because
they resented criticism that they were

El:tting to-the top on the shoulders of the
eatles . . . especially seeing as how Pauls
girl Jane was the brother of Peter. Some
artists thought the duc were getting too
much advantage; some fans were resent-
ful at not having been told the truth in the
first place.

They knew that some of the more bitter
cricics felt chat the Beatles couldn’t possibly
maintain their standards much longer.
“What is there left for the boys to do now?”
—that was the main question. And our reply,
then as now, is simply this: " There is a LOT
left to do If che boys feel sufficiently strongly
about doing -various things. But if they
OMLY go en producing incredible records
and writing incredible songs, surely that's
enough”.

The knockers said it wasn't enough. But
again, the fans remained patient during a
rather inactive spell. They KNEW cheir
heraes would come up with something that
wiallld step all criticism.

And of course they DID, Read on, same
Space, next rrenth. ...

ATELCAR Fond chatting So acfor Havey Corber af the refearsal for Cilta’s TV show,




GEORGE HARRISON:
RECORD PRODUCER!

Recently GEORGE HARRISOMN moved into the record production field for
the first time. Having used THE REMO FOUR as session musicians for some of

his ‘“YWonderwall” film soundtrack work, Geo

went a step further and invited

the group to make a new single under his studio supervision.

The Beatles and The Remo Four h
they were together in

ave known one another for many years—
the Liverpool Cavern days. Remo lead guitarist COLIN

MAMNLEY has written the following zany account of the group's studio stint.

“THE WESTERN PRINCE AND THE TIRESOME FOUR"
A SORT OF REAL-LIFE FAIRYTALE BY COLIN MAMNLEY
The Characters: The Mythical Western Prince (Tireless George Harrison)
The Tiresome Four Rock-a-Shake Group comprising
The Fat One (Colin Manley), T.O.LE.G. (Tony Ashton},
Griper (Roy Dyke), Durran (Phil Rogers).
Black Blob The Faithful Half-breed Servant (Road manager Jens)
Man Mountain The Prince’s Helping Help (Mal Lift-Evans)

The Story Begins Here:

The first day commencing as the intrepid Tour arrive
at the ear park to be confronted by a strangely
dawbed minute car wich the blind eye of Katmanure
gazing at them from every door, Then followed che
meeti 'F with M.F. himgelfl of when it has oft been
said, “Thats enough.” Greetings and formicas having
been exchanged the Eager Four set abouc their tashk,
The Artful Repartoire man entered phasing gently
“Grove or be not grooved.” A solern warning,

“Eat n meat” eried the Fastidious Prince

“Me pigs feet” chanted the Hungry Four,
Gazing arcund the large reom, the young lads eould
fee and seast their eyes en the vast areay of almost
every world of the instrument —sinister black boxos
wicth many long black cables stretching out like a
spaniel’s ear in Greece, Crowning all Angora’s Box
Containing a thousand men, an instrument—nay a
riusical factotum—aol which Rommel said “off with
hiz head,™

The fat one and Toisg played their peace, nodded the
wisi primces head. "Okay" said ke, the ri§nal far ghe
commencernent of the days tail and the Industrious
Four fled to their instruments,

THE RED LIGHT !!

Fanic spread suddenly through the shaken four
and valuable time was spent for the fat one's fast
fingers had forried an elbow knot arcund his plant
“Mot 2 very good one said the Bouncing Prince
wading through the cigarette ends™ “Lec’s try again.”
Taieg gazing dewn at his palm and as luck would have
it all turned out in white sorip.

The arabic lettering on the crash ride sizzled st
and the Merry Four played their kidneys ous,

The Man Mountain burst in with refreshments,

tripped but did net fall, “Tea wp, but never down,”
quash he. “"Don't be gruel™ quipped Oliver Weist,

During the day several friends of the Prince hopped
in 1o play their respects. “Cheap at half the price,
but hello therel™ cried the Frigndly Lad,

& stickler for detail and porfectionand objeccof ne
maney, the Wily Ona sent Man Mountain ta the
tower for the Doomsday Beak and rippling the pages
produced percussion the like of which would have
chilled the soul of Hyperions Kite. “Marvellous™,
marvelled the Dumbfounded Fouwr,

“Play It baek™, wept the anxious four, but they muse
be careful what they say, for they can hear it all in
there you know, & burrp from? at ence recorded
and played backwards produced gasps of astonish-
ment from the awestruck four—so that’s how it's
done, Singing through four yards of Barbed wire,
happy in the thought of the dubbin to be applied,

“Plug in, tune up, hit aue.”

The end of the first day, high lighted by axing and
rifling of che hot cigarecte machine downstairs,

The second day came to the Tireless prince and
listening to the work of the previous day outlined
new ideas confounding the Tiresome Four,

“Put the drums and bass on ono track, and the
whippet and bear on the other, we shall add foams-
backing later™ Thus proving that a snitchy ryhme
I ES Eﬂrﬂﬂ.

Man Mountain dribbling a jows harp vet another
dynamic effect. “Ie's 19 shillings for a hot chep dawn-
stairs’” eried the entering Fat One.

“Thats Shere Khan,”

Toearry on would be to bare, In shert, a grand time
had by all. And che Thankful Four bade fand farewel]
te the Prince, ta be met by many of his fans cutside
asking them what it was like to live next dour toal, ..

A clase-up of the rew Havelson profile orinns stonsiache, ¢|
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The answers are reversed in the centre ;.
of the page. :

Bob Gibson has drawn each Beatle
G TO disguised as a famous person. Can you
guess who they are porfraying ? ]

JOHN: OHCUORG XRAM

GEORBE: NITUPSAR
RINGO: EILRAHC NILPAHC
PAUL: TELMAH










BEATLE NEWS

NEW TITLES CHOSEN!

The Beatles recorded three new titles during the early part of February—
“Lady Madonna”, “Across the Universe” and “Inner Light”. Everyone who has
heard all of the new titles thought that “Across the Universe” was really
fantastic and deserved to be the new single. But, the Beatles opted for “Lady
Madonna" with the vocal sung by Paul as their next A side, B side, of course, will
be "The Inner Light” which was written by George and which has Indian musicians
playing on the backing. It will be released on March [5th.

FAN CLUB SECRETARY MARRIES

Mational Fan Club Secrelary FREDA KELLY iz 10 marry
2levear-pld bass guitar plaver BRIAN MOBRRIS on Thursday,
wpril 4, Brian, a former member of Liverpool groups The
Realms and The Crvin® Shames, has known Freda for more
than thres years,

The wedding will take place in Liverpool at 5t Clare’s,
Arundel Avenue, Scfton Park, and one of the bridesmaids will
bhe Frede’s fan club assistant ELSA BREDERM.

HER MARRIAGE WILL NOT MEAMN THAT FREDA
GIVES UP HER KEY POSITION AT THE NEW LIVERPOOL
HEADQUARTERS OF A WORLDWIDE NETWORK OF
BEATLES FAMN CLUBS. SHE S5AYS: “I'LL GO ON
HRUNMING THE CLUE JUST A5 BEFORE, WE PLAN TO
SETTLE IM LIVERPOOL AMD NOW THAT THE CLUB
OFFICES HAVE BEEN MOVED FROM LONDON I WON'T
HAVE T KEEP TRAVELLIMNG TO AMD FRO. GIVE UP
MOW? WHY I'LL STILL BE THE BEATLES' FAN CLUR
SECRETARY IM TEW YEARS IF THEY WANT ME!™

Ist SUBSCRIPTION INCREASE

For the first time in over six years the annual subscripoion rate for
Boatles Fan Club membership is to inorease from five shillings 1a
seven and six at the beginning of April, It may surprise most people
tr know that the cdub has always becn heavily subsidized—ie has
FEVER made a profic and invariably shews a less of SEVERAL
THOUSAMD POUMDS 2t the ond of cach yeoar,

_ Ewplaing Secretary Freda Kelly; "The tradicional Christimas record
= ane of the blg axpenses buc the club is not meant as a maney -making
schiema, The ebject is te keep Beatle Pepple infermed and te give them
A0 lease vwe special bonws souvenirs in each year. We want te cantinue
Caing thac and since almost r:'-ln:r:.':hing H costing us mare we have Lo
Ehargc mare. We hope this will reduce the 2nnuaal Bass,

Printed by The Thanel Prea, Union Creseent, Mamgats, Keot, England.

SINGING FANS
JOIN BEATLES

Cne of the thrae titles which
the Beacles recerded ar  the
EMI 5t John's Wosd studis in the
first  week of February, was
“Aerods the Universe” with che
lead wocal sung by Jobn, The
recarding session was well under
way on Sunday, Fobruary deh,
when John and Paul decided ac
the last mement thag girls would
bo needed te sing a particularly
high falsetrs vaice passage. 5o, Paul
walked sut and started tnlh,lng o
the crowd of Beatle pm_nl-e
gathered outside the rqu:-rding
studio gaces, Eventually. ha in-
vited two glels 1o come in for a
cryeut take—they were, Lizzie
Brave, 16 Compayne Gardens,
Lendsn, M.W.5, and Gayleen
Pease, 17 Amhurst Road, Londan,
P16

The Beatles were di:lighpl:d with
the pirls voices and zo Lizzie and
Gayleen  were  suddenly  tran-
sporced from boing Beatls fins
e actually recording wich chers,

Cruotes from  Lizzie and Gay-
leen:

Said Lizzie: "1 still don’t be-
ligee it happened!” Added Gay-
legrn! "It was like 3 dream. The
Beatles are 30 easy to get on with."”

And frem producer George
Martin: "'Considering the girls
had mnever dome any recarding
belsre, | think they were really
great.

prat]

Lrisiribucors: Surridgs Dawson & Cou Led., 36 Aberdour Sireet, Londan 5.E. 1. Telephiome; Bermanlicy 7074,
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LEFT: Pawd aceompraries Cifla while she rons Hivaugh the song “Srep fuside, Love®™ wlich be wrore
eiperially for Ber mew TV serfes

' Have you missed any of

e oy
these issues? !

I you did, and you would like to make up your collection, just send us 2 Postal Order far 2/-
for each copy you want and we'll get them off te vou as soon as possible, 3
U5 A. amd Canadn 50 conts each: o three for 1 dollar.

¢ Send POus and details to Beatle Book Back Issues, 36-38 Westbourne Grove, London W.2,
Englaml, (We repret that issues 1, 2, 5, 4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 19, 26 and 27 are now
completely out of stock and CANMNOT be supplied.)




The

Beatles ..o
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