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Hi,

Every so often I get a letter which starts off with the sentence “I dare you to print this".
Usually, I ignore it becaunse the writer is just pointlessly attacking something the Beatles
have done or said.

However, I felt that Sherry Clarkson’s letter in the January issue was argued well so
1 was happy to publish it on our Letters page. Her main point was that it was nonsense
for the Beatles Book to say that they have avoided prying into the boys’ private lives as we
have frequently published pictures of them at home and reported what they are doing on a
month-by-month basis,

In all fairness, Sherry, 1 think you are asking me to do the impossible, One cannot edit
a publication like The Beatles Book and never talk about the Beatles at home or discuss
what they are doing, apart from recordings, Television shows and films. Anyway, any photo-
graphs or features on the Beatles at home have always received more attention from our
readers than almost any other kind of article in The Beatles Book.

But 1 have always tried to avoid going over the top. For example, many magazines and
newspapers had married Paul off a dozen times. We have always tried to keep things on an
even keel and point out that whilst Jane and Paol were very good friends they were not
married. But | don't think we have “pryed” into their lives. Indeed, the Beatles themseles
make sure that no one does this. They realised the value of publicity a long time ago and whenever
they want to make a splash they know they can do it very easily by dressing up in some new
way-out wardrobe, changing their hair-style or coming out with some controversial comment.
But, in between the occasions when they do seek publicity, they keep very much to themselves
and those around them, like Meil Aspinall and Mal Evans, keep very quiet about their move-
ments.

So, although Sherry Clarkson has a point, [ still feel that The Beatles Book cannot be
accused of over-stepping the mark for the very simple reason that the Beatles would never
have let us do so if we tried—which we have not.

I know it must be a terrible disappointment for evervone—and especially the winners—
to learn that the Beatles® live show is “off® for the moment. I"'m very sorry about it aond 1'm
sure that the Beatles will do their best to make it up to everyone.

See you next month,

Johnny Dean gitor.
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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

DEAR BEATLE PEOPLE,

It seems incredible that no less than six years have passed since The Beatles had their
very finit Mumber One record hit with the single Please, Please Me. That disc arrived at
the top of the charts on February 16 1963, At the same time the group was poing the
rounds of British cinemas and theatres for the first time, their names still way down the
Bill on a touring show which starred Helen Shapiro.

Three or four years ago The Beatles began to lose their “four mop tops™ image, the
sort of image which they were quite pleased o let other groups like The Monkess take
aover for a while.

Much more recently the national press has lost very few opportunities of making
headline news of Beatle mistakes and Beatle problems. In some cases these involved
professional misjudgements like the ‘opening up and closing down of an Apple shop. In
others they involved the private lives of the fellows—JIohn's divorce from Cynthia, Paul's
split from Jane.

I don't think we need regret any of the “bad press™ the fellows have been getting.
There's no reason why the truth should hurt anybody and John, Faul, George and Ringo
have always been against false images and half~truth themselves. What really matters is
The Beatles” continued devotion to making pogd music, songs and records which are
better than anything else around on the scene. Indeed that's the ONLY thing that REALLY
matters and The Beatles proved that in 1968 by having greater worldwide success with
their single fley Jude and their double album than they’d had at the heyday of something
called Beatlentanial

So what REALLY MATTERS today, now, this month, is the next Apple single and
L.P. The Beatles are working on.

BEATLE BITS: It was a particularly happy Christmas in the McCarmey household
when Paul’s vounger brother Michael (Scaffoldeer Mike MeGear) became a proud father
of a paby daughter. Mike and Angie decided to call her Benna and she was the centre
of attention as the rest of the family gathered together for the holiday . . . . Talking of
babics (which, Skues me, we were!) it is now three years and dhout a fortnight since George
and Pattie were married at Epsom Registry Office. Wonder which will be the ﬁrsT 1969
headline—"George and Pattie infanticipating”™ or “*Paul o marry ——1 LERLRET
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When yaur spend rp fo IO hours ar a Heve i the recording stadio working on new Searles songs, yoi fave drend
re keep the miind and the body happy. The oeal thar G*-'ﬁ':r&'f ard Bings ave tucking into looks ordinary encugh
i

Bt suirely that s @ bottle of champers thar George fs kelding up?

—— -

Warmhearted and wonderful Christmas party idea from The Beatles when they invited
Apple staff people and friends to bring their little children to Savile Row and be entertained
by clowns and magicians. Zak Starkey was there of course. So were Papa and Mama
Christmas disguised as John and Yoke! . . . . Ringo and Maureen, George and Pattie plus
Paul and Linda Eastman were amongst the guests at a party given at her Kensington,
West London, home by Cynthia and her friend, hotel owner, Roberto Bassanini.

FAN CLUB MNOTES: Several thousand new Fan Club Members are welcomed to
our number this month, Beatle People who took advantage of Januvary's special member-
ship offer. Unfortunately our stock of 1968 Fan Club Christmas Records is almost
exhausted now but we're still sending out remaining copies to those who join the Club and
those who act immediately will be in time to claim that extra bonus free of charge . . . .
BEATLES SUPERFPIX continue to be popular with members AND NOMN-MEMBERS
who have read about them here in The Beatles Monthly. A total of 14 different photographs
are available now and a quick note (enclosing s.a.e.) with SUPERPIX LEAFLET some-
where on the ouwtside of the envelope will bring latecomer collectors an illustrated
BEATLES SUPERPIX leaflet and order form.

Tarrah for now,

FREDA KELLY
Navlonal Secretary of The Official Beatles Fan Cluh
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. YOUR ALBUM QUERIES

ANSWERED BY MAL EVANS

FrasEm e

Last month | told you I'd been ploughing through a huge mountain
of mail from Beatles Monthly readers on the subject of the recent
two-record album set. Of course, many of you asked the same ques-
tions so I've been able to choose just 40 favourite queries from your
letters for the WHO-WHAT-HOW piece which follows.

I. Where was the
shows Ringo (
Elizabeth Taylor?

Answer. During a party at London's
Derchester Hotel.

2. Which Beatle put his lip prints on the
albumm q_lﬂur& poster?

Answer. The lip prints don't belong to
any Beatle {Beatles just don’t wear
lipstick you know!!).

3. Is the cat behind a cushion in one of the
colour photographs Paul’s Thisby?

Answer. In a word—No!

4, On the poster with the album there’s
a big picture of someone lying back in a
bath. I it John or Paul?

Answer. Fellow with soap suds all
around his head is Paul.

5. There's one very old snapshot showing
two boys in black leather gear. It looks
as though it might be a picture of two
Beatles taken in Hamburg days but the
heads are cut off.

Answer. It is indeed an early Beatle pic
but not taken in Hamburg. That's
Paul with John in Paris.

6. Who does the high “Beach Boys” voices
bBehind Paul on Back In The USSR

Answer. John and George together.

7. Who plays the main guitar accompani-
ment behind John's voice on Dear Pru-
dence and what sort of guitar was used!

Answer. John played his own backing
here and used his epiphone guitar.

8, How was the violin-like efect achieved
at the end of Glass Onion!?

hotegraph taken which
Eearded} dancing with

Anlr:well;, Would you believe—with vio-

Ins::

9. Who plays piano on Ob-la-di Ob-la-da!

Answer. Planist is Paul,

10, Who says “Thank You' at the end of
Qb-la-di Ob-lg-da?

Answer. Thankful Beatle concerned is
John.

Il. Who sings the line “MNot when he looked
so fierce” in a sort of childlike voice an
The Continuing Story Of Bungalow Bill?

Answer. Wasn't one of the fellows at
all, it was Yoko.

12. Who plays guitar (the intreduction and
accompaniment) behind George’s sing-
ing on While My Guitar Gently Weeps?

Answer. Eddie Clayton—but not the

Liverpool Eddie Clayton (remember

Ringo was once with the Eddie Clay-

ton Skiffle Group on Merseyside

around the first half of 1960 before
he began drumming for Rory
g‘inrl'sc’ls ITlurI'_lriﬂnﬁ}.

e5 Faul play his own piano accom i-
ment for a‘ﬁur}f&ha My Dﬂpﬂf‘." it

Answer. Ye: he does,

|4, Which album track has Mal Evans playing
a bit of trumpet!

Answer. That's Helter Skelter which also
has John playing saxophone!

15. Who plays acoustic guitar behind Faul
on Blackbird?

Answer. Paul himself. He recorded the
accompaniment first and then did
the vocal.

13.

{continued on page 1)

for phe middle of re
coprse. § sew rhe steel-rivmmed specs!

Just shows you how they've changed. When [ fret looked ar this piotare of the Beatfes faken right
wrag.r@ avie of their mew sorgs, I thowphr i was George or the right. Then, of
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Tor Tk ot this pheragraph, vou would thing thar Paul fod preat big feet. Bur it's fust the camera deceiving s,

o

YOUR ALBUM QUERIES

{continned from pape 7)

16, How does George get that funny nasal
effect on his voice midway throwgh
Piggies!

Answer. | don't want to get too techni-
cal about this so let me just say that
his voice had to be filtered through
special studio equipment to create
that effect.

I7. Who plays guitar accompaniment behind
Paul on Recky Raocopn?

Answer. Again it's Paul himself and
again the singing and playing were
recorded at separate times.

8. Who plays harmonica on Rocky Racoon?

Answer. John.

19. Who plays that honky-tonk piane bit at
the end of Rocky Racoon?

Answer. Qur record producer George
Martin.

20. Whe plays Hammond organ on Don't
Pasz Me Byl
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Answer. Mobody plays an organ but the
sound you mean comes from a
specially prepared piano played by
Ringo.

21.%WWhat instruments are behind Paul on
I will?

Answer. Mormal Beatles line-up here
with John on skulls!

22, Who does the "2-3" cowunt-in at the
start of Yer Blyas?

Answer. Ringo.

3. Did Paul write Mather Nature's Son while
he was on his farm up in Scotland? It
sounds as though he was inspired by his
surroundings?

Answer. | know what you mean about

the atmosphere of the words but

John and Paul wrote this while they

were in India about this time last

year.

Dratails please of the backing on lohn's

rocker Everybody's Got Something To

Hide Except J{;r Me And My Monkey?

24,




Answer. No additional musicians here,
just the usual Beatles line-up.

25, YWhose idea was the extra ending for
Heilter Skelter and who shouts at the
very end of it "I've got blisters on my
fingers™.

Answer. The extra ending was a joint
idea really and none of the fellows
can remember who suggested it
first. The blistery voice belongs to
Ringo.

26. Is Ringo's drumming speeded up in some
technical wnlr at the end of Long, Long,
Long, or did he really play as fast as that!?

Answer. He really played as fast as that!

27, Does George Martin play piano on
Revolution |1

Answer. NMo—it's Paul at the piano
again.

28. How did Paul make his voice sound like
an old gramophone record for the
words “Mow she's hit the big time™ in
Honey Pie.

Answer. Technical trick. Highly secret!

29, ¥What brass instruments are there on
Savoy Truffle?

Answer. Two baritones and four tenors.

30. Whose voice says “Mumber Mine" at
the opening of Revolution MNe, 9! It
sounds like John or Mal. Is it the same
vaice later an?

Answer. Yes, the same voice all through
but it doesn't belong to me or John.
It was taken from an educational
record from library stock.

31. Before Revolution Mo. # you hear a bit of
conversation with someone saying to
George: “I'd have brought some claret
for you, George, but | forgot. I'm sorry.
Willému forgive me!” The voice didn't
sound like Meil's or Mal’s.

Answer. That's because it wasn't Neil's
or mine! It was Alistair Taylor's
voice. Alistair is office manager of
Apple.

32. Did George Martin do that beautifully
warm orchestral arrangement for Ringa's
Goodnight?

. -

Notice the bepinnings of o beard on Paul’s face?

o i







Answer. Yes, he did.

33, Did Paul make a mistake whan he was
recording the vocal of Ob-la-di Ob-lo-da?
towards the end Desmond stays home
to do his pretty face instead of his wife,
Molly, the band singer!

Answer. Mo mistake. Just 3 twist-
around of the verse which comes
earlier on.

34, Who plays an organ on Cry Baby Cry!

Answer. MNobody. It's a harmonium
played by George Martin.

35. Who plays the harpsichord (or is it a
doctored piano!) on Piggies!

Answer. It is a harpsichord and the play-
er is George Martin's assistant
whose name is Chris Thomas.

36, What are the extra instruments heard
an Dear Prudence?

Answer. Apart from the normal line-up

of guitars and drums, you hear Paul

on the piano and playing a flugel-
horn, John and | on tambourines and

a whole crowd of us including Jackie

Lomax and Paul's cousin John

lending pairs of hands for the clap-

ping.

Why did you release the album set in

steren first and not in mona until later?

7.

Answer. We didn't!! The fact is that for
the first week or two at the end of
Movember the factories just could
not keep pace with the public's
demand for copies of the album. So
in some places you'd find a record
shop had only stereo copies available
because fewer people choose stereo
and the raa.l'?r big demand is still for
monog Fecoras.

i8. Who plays what on Long, Long, Long!

Answer. Other than the usual instru-

mentation we had George playing

acoustfe guitar and Paul on Ham-
mond Organ.

Is the chorus on Goodnight just the Beatles

singing. It sounds like far more than four

voices in the background.

Answer, It is far more. Eight in fact.
Four boys and four girls who were
brought in to add the backing voices.

40. Wha was first to make another record-
ing of a song from The Beatles to put out
as a single!

Answer. We heard of several all at
once. Including the Marmalade doing
Ob-lg-di Ob-lo-da, Cliff Bennett singing
Back In The UL5.5.R. and the Yic Lewis
orchestra and singers doing versions
of Geednight and Julia.

39.

BACK

ISSUES

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE FOLLOWING ISSUES ARE STILL
20, 23,
6, ﬁS

AVAILABLE: Nos. 16, 17,
55565‘? 535961 ﬁl

27, 32, 38, 44, 48, 52, 53, 54,

ALL OTHER ISSUES

If wou would like any of (he issues which are sfill available just send full details and o Postal ﬂnﬂu- Tir 2/6d

for each number (hatl you want o

BEATLES BOOK BACK IS5UES, 58 PARKER STREET, LONDOM, W.C,2, EMNGLANID
(LS. AL and CANADA S0 CENTS Ench BACK ISSUE).
Flease list alternatives, if possible, when ordering im cuse the magazines yoa request are ot of print when we

receive your letter.
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BEATLE Pen Pals

(#Addresse ara in England unless othere s stated)

Lala Gojie (17), Cara Dusaua &0 Beograd, Yugo-

shavia, wants p.p. anywhere,

Jelema Stankovic I:IEI-}, Cora Urosa 41 Bengrad,

Yugoslavia, wanis p.p. UK.

Luis Rodriguez (18), Colinas de Vista Alegre Calle 6
Mo, 3}, Caracas Df, Veneruela, wants p.p,

anywhers,

Marka Wong, 185 D Jalan Tenteram, 5t Michael’s

Esfate, Singapare 12, wants pp. snywhere,

Joseph ‘Wong, 121 Granby Street, Princes Park,

Liverpool 8, wanis p.p. anywhere.

Carol Cooper {15), 45 Jamaica Drive, Westwoosd,

East Kilbride, CGlasgow, Scotland, wanis pp.

anywlhere,

Godrun  Bergman (15), Johan Skyttes vag 229

12345 Advsjo, Sweden, wanis p.p. anywhere.

Ewa Nyberg (17). Box 1083 S5-870 16 Ramwik,

Sweden, wants p.p. anvahere,

Gudrun  Kempe (17), Hackvagen 5B, 5-871 00

Hanrogand, Sweden, wants p.p. anywhere,

Liz Reddish (15), East House, 69 Stanmore Hill,

Stanmore, Middlesex wants pop. anywhere,

Yorike Eguchi {16), 7 3=Chorme Kila, Kunitachi-shi

Tl.'lk}-l.'r, Japan, wants pp, anywhere,

Lowrn (iovale, Corse Montecucco Mo, 11, 10139
Toring, [taly, wants p.p. anywhere.
Rita Angel (16), 034-12-225th Streect, Laurnelton,

Mew York 11413, ULS.AL, wants pop, anywhere,
Lisbeth Huundrup, Benediktes Alle 14, 5250 Fruens
g, Brenmark, wants pop. Ineland.
Sharon Liss (19, 7418 Rhoads Sirest, Phila, Pa.
19151, U5 AL wamspfda.n ywhere,

Paulie Tammt'_f i(15), Eipling Road, Yonkers,
Mew York 10710, LLS A, wanis p.p. :!ll.:.'whr:rr.'-
Jedte Bimger (14), F'IJIZIPEHWH.'I'I-':!, G, RO Kpgs,
Lyngby, Denmark, wants girl p.p. anywhers,
Jean Green (12), 15 Bird Hill Road, Woodhouwse
Eawes, Mr. Loughborough, Leics., wanfs p.p.
amywhere.

Janet Refet (17), Beligh Pasha 5t 67/2, Micosia,
Cyprus, wanis p.p. anywhere.
Lond Gloggengichser (15), B::]:k-ﬂjll‘ll.ll!j 20, G000
Kolding, Denmark, wants boy g anywhere.
Sonja Owtzen (15 Smlrundc'-tj B0 Kobkding,
Dienmark, wants bay pop. a:q,-whem
Marianne Andersen (13), Norremarksvej §, 6000
Kolding, Denmark, wanis boy p.p. anywhere,
Lame Jorgensen {1.5), Morremarksve) 2, 6000 Kalding,
Drenmark, wants boy E . 8 hn:n:
Carole Eniffer (16), itthe pae Service Siation,
A 38 Road, Hradnm:h ™, I':l.-:I.Er, Dievon, 'A'ﬂTII.ﬁ.
PR HJ'I_'r‘-'-'hﬂTEq
Yiva Johansson {14), Stockshockevapen 13B, Zvan
tov, Alingsas 55Y L-00 SBweden, wants pop, anywhere,
Judy Whllkams, 4323 Kiowa Drive, West Richfield,
Ohio 44268, LS AL, wanis p.p. anywhere.
Yivian Smith (15), 57 Kenneth Road, Thundersley,
Henfeet, Essex, wants p.p. anvwhere,
Gilda Pass (16), 10 Batton Avenwe, Kenilwosth,
Bulawayo, Bhodesia, wants p.p. anvwhere,
Barbara Murphy (15), 45 Satanita Foad, Westcliff-
on-sea, Essex, wants boy p.p. England.
Sandra Lewis {15), 32 Pall Mall, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex,
wanis boy pop. England or Hollsnd,
Susanne Grabak (16), Maorbaruej 10 8000 Arhus C
Denmark, wants p.p. anywhere.
Dure Fabjanovie (19), Kutinska 2, Zagreb, Yugo-
slavia, wants p. {_-. anywhere.

)y

CHI.E Field (1 |'|' Birdhill Road, Woodhouse
Eawes, Nr. ‘Loughborough, Leics., wanis pp.
imywhere.

Erma Kwak (16), Goudsesingel 13e, Rotterdam |,
Heolland, wanis p.p, in UK,

Irepe Lucos (18, 43 Pavilion Road, Aldershod,
Hants., wants p.p. anywhere.

Gerard Reviron, 15 and |7 Ruee 5t Pierre, A Coup-
viay 17, France, wants giel p.p. Sweden, Japan,
Liverponol,

Adison Moss (14), 6 Pheasant Close, Reading Road,
Winnesh, Wokingham, wants girl p.p. Germany or
Framce.

Peter Stocker (173, 10 Roval Avenue,
Blackpool, wanls p.p. anywhere.

Marie Lacey (17), 337 West 6th Street, Plainficld,
Mesw  Jersey, 07060, LS A, wants p.p. K.
capecially London,

Ann Register (18), 730 Spooner Avenee, Plainfield,
Mew Jersey, 07060, LLSA, wanis pp. UK.
capecially London,

Limda Gibbs (13}, 2 Milfeil Street, Shepherds Bush
Lomdon, W.12, wanis pp. L. i..-\-. Ttaly.

Tirn Ehnmplnn (12}, 5 The Curwe, $I:-E|'|I:|l_r|:|$ Hush,
London, W.12, wants pp. U, ':r.a"n-. Haly,

Marilyn White (16), 126 Donald Hall Road,
Brighton, BM2 S0, Sussex, wants boy pop. LS A,
Canacla, Japan, Switzerland.

Agmeln Kullen, Mygaln 7, 570380 Badafors, Sweden,
wants pop. Sweden.

Marton,

{ Geerge {3 concentrating moere on srusic which can be plaped on hiv guiter these days shan on his sivar,
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Remember to send your letters to our Mew Address at 58 PARKER STREET, LONDON, W.C.2

Lhear M, Diesan,

The new LI* is even better than Pepper, It has far
muore beaotiful uncomplicated ie songs. T love if,
especially Blackbirg and Mertho.

Having said that, let me say that I object fo the
nude capers, simply bocanse they give the knockers a
chanee to say that the Beatles can no longer sell oa
merit and nesl fo draw atbention te themsclves with
cheap, silly gimmicks. That isn'i frue. 1 know, bat T
can see (hkat that is exactly how it might lisok 1o some
people, especially those who hadn’t heaed ihe fanfastic
new album. | don't know what other fans think, but
I am sure thal il enough of fhem objected to the
Pantless Ploy ihe Beatles wouldn®t do it again. They're
supposed to be musicians, nof o sirip club act.

FPhillipa Dewn,
Edinburgh.

Dear Johmny Dean,

After reading your December editorial, 1 am just
wondering how long it will be before the name of
Tive Beatles Book iv changed to The Leswon qmd
AMoeCartmey  Book! Referring to the new double
album, you write: *, . . I find the Beatles® creativity
w—air shiald I say Lennon and MeCariney"s creativity
—stagpering. . . . . asslsted now by George and
Ringo, . . " I'm sure John and Paul woald nover
take such a patronising aitiiede o George and
Ringo! OFf course nobody in their senses would want
to deny the superior musical talent of John and Paul.
Baut, after all, this is only part of the maggic that goes
intn the making of any lles record. The other,
equally important part, springs from ihe wonderful
ane-for-all-and-all-for-one togetherness of the group
@y whole, thele unjealous friemdship and reliznee on
cach other which obvicusly means so much to each
of them. It is this (ogetherness which gives to all their
muske that very special happy warmth and depth of
feeling that so compleiely distinguishes Beatles
recards from all the rest,

Doubiless the new double album would sfill be a
musical masterpicos even without the “assistance™ of
George and Ringo, bui it certainly wouldn't be that
unbque work of ari—a BEATLES record!

I would like to say ihanks to all four for yet
another marvellous Beatles operation, and particular
congrafulations to the pewest recruit o the brilliant
song-wriling team for & really great first solo com-
position. Carry on, Starkey!

i(ars. M. Thompsoen,
13, Raypham Avenuwe,
Mlanchester 3 20 CHEYY.

Drear Johnmy,

These are fhe resulis of ihe |J~|:||| that I held in the
December issue of Featles Mantily,

I wish to thank each and every one who wrote (o
mie, I was ihrilled with the amount of mail 1 received.

I also want to say a big “THANK YOL™ t0 you,
Johemy (Drean), without you this poll woukin®t Rave
been possible,

Mow without forther preamble the resulis:

A Fawourite 5 sidles:

Revolution, 3000 votes: Strawhesry Fields, 2,989
votes; The fomer Lighs, L9TE votes,

3 Favourite A" slhdes:

Hey Jude, 3,560 votes; Perny Lawe, 1,998 votes;
AN You Need Is Love, 2,990,

The favouwrite “Magical Mystery Tour’ song
was Fool Or The Ml which recelved 3,100 vodes,
Flying was a very close secoml with 3,096 voles. In
the films “Help!™" won by an averwhelming amount.,
“Help™ 3,500 vietes, “*A Hard Day®s Might™ SH) votes.
Lifs:

Please, Please Me: dnes L9860 vodes.

With The Beatles: Roll Over Heerhoven, 2,802 votes,
Hard Day's Might: Arnd [ Love Fer and | Should
Have Kngwn Beiter, 2,800 each,

Beatles For Sale; 3 Days A Week and Ao Reply,
teoih received 2,876 vobes,

Help!: You've Gor To Hide Your Love Away,
2,906 voles,

Rubber Sowl: ird amd Nerwegion  Hood, both
received 3000 vodes.

Revolver: Here, There, Amd Everswliere and Far No
(Ire, both received 2,308,

Spb. Pepper: Licy fn The Sky and A Day fu The
Life, both received 3,105 votes,

The Beatles; Gbelaedi-iM-fa-da: Mm So Tired: Julfa:
Baek Tn The USSR: Martha My Dear: Revelution
Mo, G BEile My Guitar Gently Weeps and Cry Beby
Crps these eight all received 3300 voles,

The favourite LE of all time wos undoubtedly
The Bearles with 3,000 votes, Sgr. Pepper wik second
with 2,989 vodes and Revolver was third with 2,976
vales,

Thank you once aguin, I hope these results are of
interest to Beatle people, 1 know that it was fascinating
reading all the letters, What about having the Beatle"s
fave songs some timie ¥

Every Good YWish,
Aiss Wendy Sandiford,
13, Maschy Road,
Luton, Bedfordshire.
(Beatle person 125316).




Dear

This is ius’l. a small mote to say how much 1 love
vour first sole effort, and I mean the Worderwall L,
It is brillianily written and prodeced, And vou were
sp right when you said “You can't deny Indiam
music, it will win out in the end™. T oaly bope that
voil will never leave it completely behind. Hemember
v sabd “[ think it can be integrated intoe The Beatles
quite nicely if I can ]m!{_ improving™. Well, o far it
hits been integrated inte The Beatles very successiully,
and you cun, and will keep impeoving! So, Georpe,
please include & wee bit of Indian musie in the sexi
Beatles LP, But, Georgge, that does nol mean [ don’
like }uﬂ.ﬁfﬂﬁd‘y ﬂﬂi I!.'rer:lrin:,_v Weeps, Fa;i.w};.
Lorg, . Lawpr @ vay Triffle, ‘ocos o,
George, 1 da, butl [ do like vour Indian musle too!

Anyway, THAMNK YOU for all the pleasure you
have givem to me with Wonderwall and your other
compositions.

Oh yes, I've only one complaint about Wonderwall
wnd that is that the track Crydig is too damn short!
It renlly is o lovely piece olherwise, Ihu!.lgh..

Mlwch love for @ sucoessiul 196%,

love,
Joanna Thomson,
Eingston,
Crilmerton Road,
Edinburgh 5.
Dwear Mr. Dean,

I would be very a fative il vom (or someone
an your stall) would ask either John or Paul whether
this brenk away from the brand of music they illos-
trated on their Spr. Pepper album @5 thedr present
palicy and, If so, whether this is permanent,

T be completely homest, 1 am not partioularly
impressed by their latest LP. It really will be a big
dismppoiniment if fhey do sot record LP's like
St Pepper in the fature a5 | regard i as the greatest
thing ever to emerge in the history of pop muosic.

Ad the samme time, I do think that George Harrison®s
song-writing hos improved immensely, His compositlon
Wihile Mp Guiter Gertly Beeps is well up to the
composing standard of John and Fawl.

Secondly, the boys should release mare singles,
aboul three or four a year and fwo or three LP'%
annully, If (hey did this it would pay them well at
the end of each year and it's a good guarantee that
much of the criticism they receive today would be

quickly forgofien. This year they have relensed a
mere dwo singles and one of these is not up fo the
usunl Beatles standard.

After all the criticism I would like to compliment
them for a really good dowble-sided Christmas
record, and I am very thankfal 1o the Fan Clab for
their kindmess.

Yours sincerely,
Peler MoCandless,
T4 Maypole Park,
Diromore, Co, Down, M. 1.

Dear Johnmy,

Every time the Beatles write and record a song
several identical copies by various arfisles are
immedizately in the charts. 1 have three things (o say
abouat this, I think it is disgusting that:—

(a) So many “‘musical performers’ must make their
living, like parasites, out of othzr people’s talent,
() That there are people with enough bad taste (o
buy & copy (an exnct one} instead of the original,
() That this hasn't been hanned wef.

I couldn®t go owt and copy one of Charles Diickens
books word for word, publish it “by Sheila Skillman®*
and calmly fake the peofits from its sale, could 17
Mio! Then why do you gel the squivalent in music
today when there happens to be a brilliancy wround
like the Lenmon/MeCartmey songwriting team?

Mow, don't get me wrong. 1 am not putting down
people like Joe Cocker, who take a composition
already performeed and change it o what they per-
sonally think is good, ‘That is art—if comes from the
imaglnation. But nof when somebody copics other
people’s thoughts and expressions.

It's the same with “artisis"’ who copy photographs
and other people’s original paintings. Where i3 the
art™ in that? Mo imaginotion or expression comes
from the “artist” concermed. And the same with
mitisbe, I eould choot all the people who have recorded
Chfrelali O=la-dla exactly the same as the Beatles,
and who rench the charts. How dare they? I they are
musicians, why can't they ihrive on their own efforis?

I wonder if the Beatles feel the same. Do they like
their muasical works of art taken and copied exacily,
earning the person comcerned money for doing it?

Sheila Skillman,
134 Felsiead Il-l:ﬂd,
Cirpingten  Kent.
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Mearly five years ago The
Beatles Monthly Book paid
a visit to the headquarters of
The Beatles Official Fan
Club which, in those days,
operated from an office in a
liny side-street of London’s
famous Soho.

Early in the Mew Year I
decided to take a new look
at the 1969 Club, now run by
Liverpudlian Freda Kelly
from offices in central Liver-
pool which have the ultra-
simple postal address of P.O.
Box 12, Liverpool 1.

MAIN BASE

Freda told me there were
many reasons for shifting
the club’s main base back to
Merseyside—not the least
being that Freda has married
a local guitarist up there and
has started to raise a family.
“Working in Liverpool lets
me keep in close touch with
the lads® families too™ she
declares. **l can see them
when they come visiting and
I can pick wp mail from
their parents to be answered
from the office. There's
always a lot of overseas mail
from fans which seems to go

+* i R

A
RETURN
VISIT

FREDERICK JAMES

to the homes of wvarious
Beatle parents. They all do
what thev can to reply with
photographs  and get
particularly heavy demands
for pictures from Mrs.
Harsison and from Ringo's
mum,"

At the height of Beatle-
mania Freda had a register
of 80,000 current Beatle
People. Many of these have
dropped out of the club
although i"s obvious that
they still buy the group’s
records since sales of albums
and singles in 1968 have
never been higher. Today
Freda's staff, including Elsa
and Edith, who are her most
permanent full-time helpers,
keep in contact with just
over 30,000 fan club mem-
bers, provide information to
40 area secrefaries, who
look after each county’s
members  throughout the
United Kingdom on a volun-
tary spare-time basis, oper-
ate the club’s immensely
popular telephone answer
service giving quick replies
on thousands of Beatle
queries and service with up-
to-date news more than 40

fan club branch presidents,
directors and secretaries in
as many countrics around
the world. It's an impres-
aively wvast, vet smoothly
friendly organisation, link-
ing up several million Fan
Club Beatle People at home
and abroad,

Since the club began seven
years ago there has been only
one increase of annual sub-
scription, from five bob to
seven and sixpence. Accord-
Ing to a recent survey in one
of the weekly pop papers,
The Official Beatle Fan Club
15 one of the nation’s most
efficient, helpful and reason-
able.

ALL GONE UP

“Since 1962 the price of
everything from stamps and
phone calls to printing and
office costs like lighting has
gone up. If we'd kept to the
original five bob sub, we'd
have had to charge about
three bob extra for the
annual Christmas  Record
and that wouldn’t be right™
explains Freda “The Beatles
have always helped to pay
towards the cost of running
the club because they wanted
it to be a good one and
weren't interested in making
a profit. We still get financial
help from NMEMS but we're
trying to keep our requests
as low as possible.”

One new Fan Club service
which works well in two
ways—helping to increase
club income and providing
a very popular souvenir to
members as well as to the
public—is the recently
launched range of photo-

‘ ﬂﬁr quy_."::mme phetegrapis of Soke, Bingo and Pawl, taken in Ausiria while they were filering
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graphs sold under the
Beatles Superpix banner.

Says Freda: “The lads are
alwavs very keen about
watching how things are
going. They read every line
of The Beatles Monthiy Book
and they see all the photos
we use. Until we set up the
Beatles Superpix scheme
they were conscious of the
fact that the fan club hadn’t
got a wide enough range of
up-to-date photographs to
affer. MNow that's zll
changed."

What does a new member
get when he or she has sent
in the initial year's sub-
scription? Freda sends out
a photo, a club membership
card, a handwritten letter of
welcome from John, Paul,
George and Ringo plus a
wonderful — httle booklet
loaded with facts and por-
traits. The booklet tells the
story of The Beatles from
their schooldays listing every
important date from TV and
tour appearances to record
releases all the way through
from 1962, And it has pages
giving personal data about
cach Beatle. Instead of being
roughly duplicated the book-
let 13 properly printed and
makes an  ideal reference
volume for any true fan and
follower of the group’s busy
CAreer.

MEMBERS' MAILINGS

Apart from writing her
monthly MNewsletter pages
for each issue of The Beatles
Boolk, Freda organises two
or three full-scale mailings
to members each vear—at
Christmas there's the special
free disc o go oul Lo every-

one and in April there's the
year's other free bonus to
be distributed along with the
annual subscription renewal
reminder. The spring bonus
has taken the form of a
giant  full-colour photo
poster for bedroom  walls
in the past two wvears and
Freda plans something simi-
lar for 1969,

HONESTY

“If all of us didn’t enjoy
our work we wouldn't be
here™ she says with honesty.,
“This i5 not just a routine
office job. I take lots of stuff
home to answer and I pet a
real kick out of keeping in
touch with Beatle Peopla”.

One way in which Freda
cuts down onm  avoidable
administrative work 15 to
fix May 1st as the date upon
which all subscription re-
newals fall due regardless of
when cach member joins.

“At the moment this gives
new members the benefit
of extra months without
extra payment, Those we
enrol now won't have to
rencw until May 1, 1970,
It isn't unfair on those who
join later in the wyear, July
orf Seplember for imstance,
because we still send out
the same parcel of club
items including the spring
poster and the Christmas
dise, the vear’s most valu-
able souvenirs. Actually non-
members offer us ten bob
and even a pound a ime to
get hold of the Christmas
Record but we refuse be-
cause it's really exclusive to
members and it’s a priceless
souvenir to keep forever not

an item to sell outside.”™

How have members' atu-
tudes changed over the
years? Freda says that her
Club has far more ex-teenage
members than most clubs.
Many pass the age of 20,
get married and still belong.
Like Freda, they remain
Faithful to The Beatles.

“You ses we don't cater
for a special age-group like
the clubs that just sell every
souvenir under the sun for
profit and take as much cash
as they can from the younger
kids. We're an information
service, a good solid link
between Beatles and Beatle
People and [ think that's
why s0 many older fans
have stayed with us to be
Joined by 9, 10 and [ 1-year-
old newcomers over the
vears.”

BEATLES®" INTEREST

Finally, how about The
Beatles' own  involvement
with the Club? Are they as
interested as ever In seeing
their Fan Club flourish?

“If they weren't they
wouldn't  have made six
Christmas records in a
row, gach one taking more
and more time and effort.
You know I firmly believe
that if the club had fewer
members, just a thousand or
two, the lads would insist
upon writing individual reply
letters to every member's
query. As if s they know it
wouldn't be fair to answer
about one in 50 letters and
toy dio more than that wounld
take up time they need for
recording and composing™.

How Bave they charped. George looks iecreditdy ordivary in this old photagraph taken five years
agre witlh Dhasry Springfield. Qe walibe his modern-day sell }
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DOUBLE ALBUM
ALPHABET

BY KEITH POWDITCH

is for Apple, Britain's greatest label

15 for the Beatles, proving they're

still able

is for John's “Cry Baby Cry™

iE:; ﬁ:n‘ old Ringo's “Don’t Pass Me
¥

is for John's “Everybodys Got

Something To Hide Except For

Me And My Monkey”. Phew!

what a title

15 for the Flamin® critics, who still

think they're junky

is for that Onion that's made of glass

15 for Paul’s “Helter Skelter™ gas

is for Paul’s romantic **T Will”

15 for John's “Julia”, the sofi-

sounding bill

15 for “Kurumbs”, a hasty summing

up

15 “I]_.'L:']'Lg Long Long”, George's

rooting up

15 for Paul's “Martha My Dear™

15 for “*MNot Guilty™, the one that we

won't hear

15 for Paul’s “0b-la-di Ob-la-da™

is for “Piggies”, George’s non-sitar

s for the quell the LP's bound to

make

is for the “ Revolution™s” nobody will

hate

is for Sadie, that sexy bit o' stuff

is for “I'm So Tired”, that John

scraped off the cuff

is that in “Bungalow Bill"—one of

the album greats

15 tor the various tunes compiled in a

12-inch space

15 for George's guitar while it Gently

Weeps

15 for the cross through Mary Jones’

face, no more to be released

15 for **Yer Blues™ which John sings

out so loud

is for *Ze Finish™, blimey what a

crowd!

Don’t Gondemn John

pleads an American Beatle Person

I, for one, am fed up with pecple who are
condemning Jlohn Lennon for his actions
over the past few months. | suppose it is
much easier to unthinkingly condemn a
person than to try to understand him. | do
not, however, condone what John has deone.,
While most divorces are necessarily quite
messy and difficult, Jahn's was even more so.

| do not know what went on in John and
Cyn's private life and it is none of my busi-
ness, and it is not up to me or anyane else to
pass judgment on them. Everyone wants
happiness and we all try to attain It as best
W Can.

| have a feeling that John has never been
truly happy and if Yoke Ono or anyene else
can make him so then | think he is encitled
to that chance. While | do not exactly
agree with Miss Ono's artistic tastes, | do
not know her personally and | will not
judge her on the basis of her arc. | have
always considered John to be a beautiful
person with good and honest instinces, and
| have always admired him as a person and
as an artist. | see no reason to change my
views now, lohn Lennon s not perfect
{which is what many fans may expect of
him) but | have yet to find someone whe is
without flaws.

| sense that Paul is not happy either and it
makes me sad becayse | wish there ware
something | could do to help, The Beatles
have truly given so much in terms of enter-
tainment and pleasure and they have got so
lictle in return. They have been daoing all the
giving and the fans have been receiving. In
a world so deveoid of love and happiness, the
Beatles are one bright spot in all our lives.
| suppose that the Beatles may find it difficult
to believe that strangers can care about-
them as people and appreciate that for what
they are. But | know that | care and | have
cared for five years. If | could wish the
Beatles one thing in the Mew Year it would
not be for more hit records or monetary
gains. They will have those anyway! Mo
matter what happens to them as people.
But | sincerely and wholeheartedly wish
them LOVE, HAPPINESS & PEACE forever

because they truly deserve it.












TV SHOW MYSTERY

After a magical mystery four of on-and-off press stories, Januwry 18 was finally cancelled as the Fatest
and most frequently quoted date for the making of The Bentles’ much-delaved TV show,
The Beatles spent more than a fortnight from January 2 in Twickenham Film Studios preparing for the

colour videotaping of what promised o be o M-minute TV spectacular in the form of a “live™ performance
dven fo an invited andience. Within the first 12 days at Twickenham the group had written and rehearsed
eipht pew songs for the shoaw,

Although an earlier plan to have a full-scale audience of up to 1,500 people present during the making of
the programme was scrapped, special arrangements were made to provide seating for 50 pairs of Lucky Dip
contest winners (readers of The Bearler Monthly Book) plos aboul ibe same number of Fan Clob Arca
Secretaries and thelr muesis.

Dwuring the first week of January Paul was talking about the possibility of making the show on location
i Africa or *“somewhere just as sunnv". Indeed it wes The Beatles strong desire fo make the show owl of
diars which bed to the cancellation of the Jamuacy 18 production date. Mowhere suitable could be found in ol
time. Various other possible locations abroad have beon mentioned but Searfes Monthly understands that
there is NO likelihood of the performance and TV show being recorded in Amerlea despite o wild spate o
ruenours fo that effect.

Even after the January date had been put off, The Beatles went on working at Twickenham, readying their
vight new numbers and other TV show material.. This suggests that whilst everything was shelved so far a% an

immediate production is concerned, the group continoes to be Keen an ihe theory of making such a show,

George’s Apple Musical

At his home and at the Apple offices Goorge has spert mast of his
January evenings with Apple publicltgaman Derek Taylar with whom he
is writing 3 stage musical which is 1o be based on day to day happenings
in the Apple offices, Sec in Derek's press office, the musical will have
story by Derek and sengs by Gearge.

Centrepiece of the musical could well be Derek’s own desk which
has on it 2 sign to remind him of his days with the Royal Army
Education Corps.; “Sge, Tayler, RAECT. Since his office 5 also
reputed to hawe in it some of the prettiest and most mini-skirced
Fihwld that be LEAST?) birds in Lenden, the secting sounds just right
ar a good-looking pacd-sounding musical!

APPLE’S NEW CROP

A new Scottish group called White Trash has just made its disc
debut with a rush-released Apple Records single. Top-deck ritle is
Rogd Ta Newhere and the praducer i3 Tony Mezhan,

Although Apple’s first Mary Hopkin album s eom lete, label
executives do not expect to schedule it for release ore March
because the sleeve has yet to be designed. Tracks for the LP include
Mary's version of Love s The Swestest Thing plus a pair of Donovan
numbers, Lord OF The Reedy Biver and The Pebble And The Man.
Another of her album songs, the Milson composition The Puppy
Song, & a possible “Aside for the next Mary Hopkin single but
at presstime no final decision had besn taken. Apple plan February
rebease for Mary's Those Mere The Days follow-up,

STOP PRESS

RINGO starting work im-
mediately on his film with
Peter Sellers "The Magic
Christian™ . . . . PAUL still
letting his beard grow free
and wild . . . . The riff that
PAUL gave to a bandleader
in Portugal when he was
vacationing there recently
could earn the bandleader
up to £20,000! . _ . . St no
recording studio plans for
the fellows 5o no release date
can be forecast yet for next
BEATLES single or start of
work on group's first 1969
LP album . . . . 5till no fresh
progress on BEATLES next
film althcugh the making of
thelr third movie is a 1989
pricrity job.

‘ Mo one loses bimsell more in his mudde when he (s working in the recording studlo than Joka, He
wraie five mew songs for the Bearles new LFP in one evening recensiy,

Printed by 5. Tinaley & T Liod., Laneing, Suiigx
Draeileanars: Surrkdge Dawson & Co. Led,, 136-142 Meow Kent Bood. London, 5.E.1.

Tekphone: ROD 5480 29



TWO VIRGINS SMILE

“Two Virgins" and “Smile”, the pair | mediate plans are being made to expose
of extraordinary films made by John | both films in so-called “arthouses™
and Yoko may be screened in Britain | (specialist cinema chains) and college
later this year. Meanwhile more im- | circuit theatres throughout America,

DO YOU HAVE GHOST WRITERS?
Tony Bondad of Florida asks The Beatles

Are you SURE you don’t have ghost writers? Having just heard your new double
ai‘hum, and playing it over and over, I can’t see how just 4 guys could write such a varicty
of songs.

I am dearly in love with Ob-fo-di Ob-la-da, Bungalow Bill, Rocky Raceon, Den't
fass Me By, Revolution 1, Goodnight, Birthday, Martha My Dear, Honey Pie, { Wifl and
Hurray, Hurray for George. I love all of his songs and I'm very glad he’s forgotten the
Indian influence for the moment. Cheers to Ringo too. This double album is very
different. In it [ hear shades of Dylan, Megro blues singers, Sergio Mendes & Brazilia 78,
Beach Boys and Yer Blues reminds me of Elvis' Hearthreak Hotel!

Am I nuts? | see Piggies as true to life! [ also see shades of Walrus in Glass Ormion,
shades of I'tt Only Sleeping in I'm Tired. Shades of When I'm 64 in Honey Pie shades of
Brazilia 68 in Dear Prudence and Julia. 1 couldn’t believe Ringo was singing Goodsight.
So different for dear Ringo. All I can say is this—no, just 4 guys couldn’t write such a

variety of songs that has us fans flying!
But 4 guys like Paul, George, Ringo and John can do anything!!

THE FIFTY WINNERS

Here are the names and addresses of the ﬂf::; winners who should each have

received a double ticket for the Beatles live pe

ormance in January.

However, as we have already reported on the previous page, the show has now

been put off.

| am very happy to tell

5'1 Spink, l4c Alwxandra Hanslons, 'WWest
End Lanae, Londoo, M, SY.6,

1, Grove, 18 Harmh Walk, Wichech. Cambi.

C. Hassang, | Princes Square, Hove J,
EM3 4GE, Suisex.

W. Maseey, 4 Elaine SAwvanup, Hopion,
Mancheiter 9, MF 2B,

H. Ralstes, 1@ Red Rodd Cowrt, Aai &3,
Balornock, Glasgae, M. 1.

P. WapmaMe, 3 Dawis Heith Read,
Thandersley, Benlleer, Esses.

B Morgan, Whitmore Drive, Mecr
Mook, Prepon, Lanc.

P. Sullivan, #F 55 Fagan's Roed, Fair
wacer, Cardifi,

P, Scanday, 31 Mara Lane, Rochdale. Lancs.

. Hiﬂfu'. 41 Potterses Closs, Wimble
den, Lenden, BN IR,

0, Lynech, 72 Mearma Dirive, Burradon,
Cfley, Marthumberlasd.

K. Taylar, 4 Spa Terroce, Fanray Bridps,
Hiuddersfield, HOEIHD, YTorki.

A, Cox, 'MW DBlytheeoed Read, Seven
Kings, IWord, Easemx.

A, Mancer, Albarc Houge, 4 Soar Terrace,
Marriitan, S=ancea, Glam,

O Seirk, & Jasosd WWay, SSanmars,
P d ol o

K. Breser, Cowe Comige, WWhinwell,
Weranar, lle al ¥Wighe.

P, Scamle, 24 Breckhores Ssraet. Fulbrosk,
Wlalaall, Sewffa.

| i ou that the Beatles have decided that each winner
will receive a consolation gift, if no new show date is fixed.

B. Shurden, I05 Mocierbead PBoad,
‘Wythenihiwe, Marchesger 13,

5. Sponham, |T Eriz Sireaat, Hile End. Bow.
Londen, E3.

irs. Poode, 41 Wasdhall Raad, Colinten,
Edinburgh 13,

B B OwWilkinson, Hesssck Hauve, YWeat-
core Darcon, Oxlord.

M, Chapman. M Hadtings Reoad, 'West
Ealing, London, 'W.13.

R, Grahas, |13 Sandon Roud, Fordhouse,
‘Welwmrhampion, Scaffs.

G. Milnar-Valker, 19 Purley Bury Chode,
Purley, Sarrey, TR THWY,

A Theeaes, 92 Monarcery Drive, Solihull,
WYL

P. Lord, ¥ Hemer Bozd, Crepden, Su A

A Gable, |15 Mertlake A.i::rul, Rad rl:Tili

Waro

G, Hiller. 10 Exst Hall, Felewell, Thetfcrd,
Morfiali

L. Kirk, 10 Church Road, Wiwne, ne.
Suiten, Hell, B, Yorks.

C. Brochs, 55 Howscon Road, Fores Hill,
Londen, SE23,

I. Flany, | Mew Buildinge, Stcurnmaubn,
Canterbury, KenL

Graham. Poyt Oifice Swores, Eist

Hanningfisld., Chelmslord, Edses.

E. White, 133 Grear Cambridge Poad.
Enfiedd, Middlaten

o, Fl.-l:-l:-!nn:-r:.ll Sharphill Road, Edwalicn,
Matsingham.

E[ ]

M. Henshaw, 77 KimBarlay Boad, Muthall,
Marcingham RG 16 1D

5. Thorncon, 252 Old Ford Boad, B,
Londan, E3.

L. Tyler, 31 Robinsan Eead, Beachnal

2 -Erlmni1 l.jandhm- EL

. drgugh, rown Street, Maccleefisl
Chq}fiﬂ. t. Maccleeiinld,

L. Teasdale, ¥ "“Warren Drive. Eaitcots,
Runlip, Middigzex

C. Burt, &/23 K
Leadan, 5.9,

L. Clay, 52, Lukex Vicarage, The Geeen,
‘Walhend-an-Tyne

Road, 5 weull,

[ Heaton, 1l Rayal Crescent, Londes.
LA LA
M. Jones, 104 Penrich Read, Park End,

Middlesbraugh, Tetsida.

0, Adams, Hame, 13 Kantich Lana,
Brociomans Park, Heres.

5. Wiggin, |10 Foden Rodd, Greae Bark,
Ein—nlr\,l;l:.m 23,

E. Hiys, & Grorranor Gardens, Loaden,
LWL

& Slocombe, 37 Cwbarne Read, Bridg-
waTar, Somarser.

5. Bolien, | Sedlow Sereet, Cobridgs,
Stake-on-Trenr, Staffs.

B Geaugh, 1
Diurser

L Barringeen, ‘YWooadlasd:  Coompe,
Scurmer, nr. Haverbill, S=8alk,

Fore Strees, Evesihat,
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