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Preface

The average age of Internet users has been rising in
recent years. One reason for this is simply that the
original young whiz kids of the Internet are now in
their 30s. Another factor is that many in the 50 plus
age group are discovering the joys of surfing. The
range of information available on the Internet is now
quite mind-boggling, and the number of pages passed
the billion mark long ago. The Google search site
claims to search well over three billion web pages.
Having such a vast number of pages at your disposal
is fine, but is does result in the slight problem of
finding the one or two pages that contain the
information that you require. Going through
3,300,000,000 pages one by one is not an option!

This book shows you how to use search engines to
find what you are looking for quickly and efficiently
without having to wade through hundreds or even
thousands of irrelevant search results. It also deals
with specialist searches for images, music, Internet
radio and television stations, people, addresses, and
postcodes. The final part of the book is a web guide
divided into eight sections. These days the Internet
has plenty of material that is of interest to the older
generation, and the guide concentrates on the biggest
and best sites that are of likely to be of particular
interest to this age group.

Throughout, the text is kept as free from jargon as
possible, and little computer expertise is assumed.




You do need to be able to get your PC online and know
the basics of using it. If necessary, consult “The
Internet for the older generation (BP600)” and (or)
“Computing for the older generation (BP601)” and
learn the basics first.

Thanks are due to the proprietors of the web sites
featured in this book. I have not used any system of
rating on the sites since they are all of a high standard.
In abook such as this it is not possible to cover all the
sites in a given category, so I have concentrated on
those that have a lot to offer. No doubt there are many
other really good sites out there, so the ones featured
here should perhaps be considered good starting
points rather than all the Internet has to offer.

Robert Penfold

Trademarks

Microsoft, Windows, Windows XP, Windows Me, Windows 98 and
Windows 95 are either registered trademarks or trademarks of
Microsoft Corporation. Photoshop and PageMaker are
registered trademarks of Adobe Systems Inc.

All other brand and product names used in this book are
recognised trademarks, or registered trademarks of their
respective companies. There is no intent to use any trademarks
generically and readers should investigate ownership of a
trademark before using it for any purpose.
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Things to note

Note that the http:// part of Internet addresses has mostly
been omitted from the addresses provided in this book.
This is simply because it is not normally needed when
typing an Internet address into a browser. It will
automatically add it ahead of what you type. A few Internet
addresses are not of the usual www.name.com format, and
with these the full address is given, including the http://
prefix. There should be no problems provided the
addresses are used in the exact form shown here.

The Internet is not static, and web sites change from time
to time. When you visit sites mentioned in this book the
web pages might be slightly different to those shown
herein. However, the information available and the
facilities provided will probably remain much the same in
most cases. The sites featured here are mostly of the
mature variety, but even well established sites occasionally
disappear or merge. In the fullness of time it is likely that
afew will simply go or move to a different address. That is
one of the “joys” of surfing. The vast majority of the sites
should remain available at the specified addresses for
many years though.




Web
searching

Spiders

There are all sorts of ways in which people find web
sites of interest to them. You can find a web site
because someone tells you about it, because you see
it advertised, or because it is recommended in a
television program or a magazine article. In practice
few people arrive at web sites via any of these routes.
The vast majority of web site visits are the result of a
web search or a link from another site. I suspect that
many of the visits via links actually start with a web
search and develop from some helpful results.

In order to get anywhere when surfing the Internet
you need to master web searching. As we will see
shortly, getting lots of results from one of the popular
search sites, or “search engines” as they are called,
is quite easy. The difficult part is in getting a few high
quality results. Getting two or three million matches
is very impressive, but are you really going to search
through that lot for what you need? Learn how to get
a few quality results from a search engine and the
worldwide web is your oyster. You will find what you
need in minutes or even seconds instead of spending
hours wading through thousands of results.

|I—‘




1 Web searching

o P S Uy # A IRD

Google |

BETR  mages Growe  Drectry News

I Sz Romt
GioyE Searth R bty |
Search & the web & pages from the UK

Acveres wilh Us - Susness Sohions - Servces § Tools - Jobs. Presy. & Hel - Go to Google.com
Maxe Googie Your Homepage!

20CY Ga0ge + Searchng 3.083 326 632 wet cages

— _— — — — e e T h -
Fig.1.1 The simple but effective Google.co.uk
homepage

What is a search engine and how does it work? A
search engine is basically just a computer that
contains details of the contents of millions of web
pages. In fact these days a big search engine has
details of more than a billion web pages. Because
the details are on the computer, it is possible to search
the pages very rapidly for the sort of information you
require. These days most web searches are
completed in a fraction of a second.

On the downside, no search engine contains details
of every web page. The search engines use automatic
systems to scan the web for details of each site that
is found. These devices are known by names such as

2



Web searching 1

Google

BETTEE mages  Groips  Directory  News

] : = = - Advancd. Search
' . T " - « Preféreges
« Languaye Yool

arch @ the web & ages from the LK
Fig.1.2 The textbox for the search string

“crawlers”, “spiders”, and “robots”. They are very
efficient, but they are fighting an uphill battle. The
contents of the Internet are constantly changing, so
no matter how good a spider might be, its search
engine will never be bang up to date. Also, the
“snapshots” of the pages might have incomplete
details of the information on some of the pages.
Despite these minor limitations, search engines will
usually find what you are looking for; if it is there.

Searching

If you go to the homepage of a popular search engine
you will invariably find a textbox somewhere on the
page, and usually near the top. Figure 1.1 shows the
homepage of the Google.co.uk site, and the textbox
is, as expected, near the top of the page (Figure 1.2).
Google was something of a latecomer to the Internet,
and the other main search engines had a head start
of many years. Its system sounds like something that
might have been produced by Heath Robinson, with

3




1 Web searching

about ten thousand cheap PCs networked to produce
one “mega” computer. The whole lot runs under the
Linux operating system, which is essentially a piece
of free software. While it might not sound like the
recipe for the ultimate search engine, Google is
extremely efficient and it soon established itself as
the premier search engine. If you need to find things
quickly on the Internet you will have to make Google
your first port of call.

Returning to the textbox, this is where the search
string is typed. In other words, this is where you type
a word or list of words for the search engine to look
for. If you type some characters but nothing appears
in the textbox, left-clicking the mouse on the textbox
should rectify matters. What the search engine will
do is to look through every web page stored in its
database in an attempt to find some that contain the
word or words you have supplied.

Unless you tell it to do otherwise, Google will look for
pages that contain all the words that you supply. Some
other engines will look for any pages that contain at
least one of the words. This second method provides
more matches, but it is likely that most of the web
pages found will be of no relevance to what you are
looking for. If you are searching for something very
unusual it is possible that there will be a problem in
finding any matches at all. In most cases though, the
problem is too many rather than too few matches, so
it is best to start by searching for pages that contain
all the words.

. 3
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Fig.1.3 A large number of matches have been
found

Well chosen words

The key to success with web searches is to use the
right words in the search string. Suppose that you
are a keen golfer, and someone has told you that it
has been scientifically proven that polishing your balls
with royal jelly will make them go ten percent further.
In order to check for confirmation on the web there
is no point in using “golf” as the search word, since
there are certainly millions of pages that contain this
word. Using “golf” and “balls” is unlikely to reduce
the count very much. Similarly, “royal” and “jelly”
probably occur on a huge number of pages. On the
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1 Web searching

Results 1 - 10 of about 2,150. Search took 0.17 seconds.

Fig.1.4 An amazing 2150 results have been found
for the search string

other hand, using all four words should greatly reduce
the number of matches. On the face of it, royal jelly
and golf-balls have nothing in common, so any pages
that contain both should have the scientific research
we require.

Since I made up this amazing piece of research, one
might reasonably expect these four words to produce
no matches. In fact they produced a substantial
number of matches (Figure 1.3). The approximate
number of matches is shown in the top right-hand
corner of the page (Figure 1.4), and in this case it is
about 2150.

Why are there so many results for a totally bogus
search? One reason is simply the huge number of
web pages currently on the Internet. There are so
many pages containing so many combinations of
words that there is a reasonable chance of any string
of a few words producing some matches. Try putting
a few random words into a search engine and see
what it turns up. I tried “plasma”, “goose”, “fire”,
and “fan”, and Google responded with about 1440
pages containing these four seemingly unrelated
words.

6
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Fig.1.5 The results from the search

Useful quotations

One reason that there were so many matches in the
bogus research example was that the words “royal”
and “jelly” tended to occur separately on pages. With
a normal search it does not matter whether the
search words occur together or well apart. The
engine is looking for the right words on the page and
will find a match either way.

Most search engines will place results higher in the
list of results if the search words are close together,
but this does not guarantee that the top results will
all be relevant. Figure 1.5 shows three results from
the bottom of the first page of results. Google helpfully
shows brief snatches of text where it found the
matches on the page. It can be seen from these the
words “royal” and “jelly” are well separated.

Probably the most useful ploy for avoiding irrelevant
results is to use quotation marks together with a short
phrase. In this example royal jelly would be placed
in double quotes (“royal jelly”), and a match would

_1
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Fzg 1.6 The result of the modified search

then be produced only if these two words occurred
together and in the correct order. Note that search
engines are not usually case-sensitive. In other
words, a match is produced regardless of whether you
use lower case or capital letters in the search string.
For example, “royal”, “Royal”, and “ROYAL’ would
all match with “royal”. These days this lack of case
sensitivity is usually retained for search words within
double quotation marks.

Figure 1.6 shows the result using the modified search
string. Incredibly, there are still about 432 matching
results! I suppose that with 432 results you could
check through them all in a reasonable amount of

8
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time. The brief pieces of text shown for each page
make it possible to sort out the pages of possible
interest without having to open each one. Even using
some form of high speed broadband Internet
connection it can still take a long time to check even
two or three dozen pages, so this feature is more than
a little useful.

It is possible to reduce the number of matches still
further by adding more words into the search string.
For example, the words “further” and “percent” could
be added to the search string. Using “percent” is a
bit risky, because it could appear as a word or the
percentage sign (%). Just adding “further” reduced
the number of matches to a more manageable 32.
Amazingly, adding the word “percent” still left eight
matches, none of which were anything to do with my
invented golfing tip. Placing “golf-balls” in double
quotes still left three matches. It is an exaggeration
to say that any selection of five or six words will
produce results from a search engine, but clearly
results can be produced from several seemingly
unrelated words.

In this example some results were produced, but none
covered the story we were interested in. This is not
surprising since the story was a piece of pure
invention, but there is actually a web site that carries
the story. This is the spoof site that I placed on the
Internet a couple of days before making the searches
(Figure 1.7).

It did not show up in the search results because it
had not been on the Internet long enough to be picked

-9
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Fig.1.7 The spoof web page

up by a search engine. By the time you read this it
might do so. This demonstrates the point that it is
sometimes worth trying again at a later date if an
initial search fails to produce any worthwhile results.
Perhaps a new site will have been placed on the web
during the gap, or an existing site might have been
added into the databases of the search engines.

Punctuation

In the example search I used the totally separate
words “golf” and “balls”, but these two words are
often hyphenated. Most search engines do not permit
punctuation marks to be used in search strings, and
will simply ignore them. Punctuation marks in web

10
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pages are usually treated as spaces. Therefore, as
far as a search engine is concerned, there is no
difference between “golf balls” and “golf-balls”. On
the other hand, neither of these will usually match
with “golfballs”. Mistakes are made in web pages, so
you can sometimes get results using popular
misspellings. These occur most frequently with the
names of people and places (Davis instead of Davies
for instance) and with the merging of hyphenated
words.

It is perhaps worth mentioning that common words
such as “the” and “and” will usually be ignored by
search engines. Since they occur on practically every
page written in the English language there is little
point in including them in search strings. Of course,
any words will be included in the search if they are
part of a phrase placed in double quotation marks.

More is more

As we have already seen, when using Google it is
possible to refine searches by adding more words into
the search string. The more words you use, the fewer
matches are likely to be found. Many users of search
engines make the mistake of thinking that things work
this way with all search engines. Unfortunately, each
search engine has its own way of harrdling things and
there is no guarantee that searches will work in strict
Google fashion. In most cases there are major
differences between the way Google and other
engines process search strings.



1 Web searching

g s Bais | 1y
Top 10 of about 51,525 found in Web Sites for: lens P Zoom 1n for search suggestions
View by: Ful Descripton | Tittes Onfy | LR Resuts From  The Web | Web Dreciory

Fiata. AR o el o —— i

Fig..i.é Over 51000 matches have been found

With many search engines adding more words into
the search string does not reduce the number of
matches, but actually has the opposite effect. Suppose
you are a keen photographer in search of lens tests
on the Internet. Figure 1.8 shows the result of using
“lens” as the search string at the Excite.com search
engine, while Figure 1.9 shows the result of adding
“camera” and “test” to the string. A not
inconsiderable 51000 or so matches in the first search
have grown to over 1.3 million in the second!

So what has gone wrong? The Google search engine
looks for pages that contain all the words you supply,
but most search sites do not operate on this basis.

1 . . _'i— . K s * - ____' -
| ) Pl e l‘
Top 10 of about 1,363,635 tound In Web Sites for: camera
lens test B 2o ) tor sa2rth e tions. |
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Instead, any page that contains one of the words you
supply will be considered a valid match. Hence the
more words you supply in the search string, the
greater the number of matches produced.

In the early days of the Internet the effectiveness of
search engines tended to be rated by the number of
results produced from a given search string. In those
days there were relatively few sites, so finding any
matches could be difficult. The Excite method
ensured the greatest possible number of matches
from a given search string, and it was the one that
most search engines utilised at that time.

These days it is quality rather than quantity of results
that is important, making the Google method the
more practical one. However, search engines do
enable users to control the way search strings are
processed, so it is possible to refine searches by using
more words.

In order to define things more accurately with most
search engines you must add either a plus sign (+)
or the word “AND” ahead of each word. This tells the
search program that it must look for pages that
contain all the words and not just one of them.
Repeating the search with the plus signs added
reduces the number of matches to just 715 (Figure
1.10). ]

Omitting the plus signs is a common mistake, and
many users end up using single word search strings
in an attempt to keep the number of matches within
reason. Using several words and the plus signs is

13
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Fig.1.10 Now a more manageable 715 matches

clearly a much more effective way of searching the
Internet. The number of matches is kept within
reason and you tend to home in on a higher
percentage of relevant sites.

Less is less

There is another useful trick that can help to remove
matches that are of no real use. Suppose that in the
lens test example you are only interested in sites that
provide test results, but most of the sites suggested
by the search engine have titles like “How to Test Your
Camera Lens” and do not provide any lens tests. It
is difficult to remove this type of site from the results
by using more search words, since words in this type
of site are likely to crop up in the sites of interest as
well. The alternative method is to give the search
program a word or words that can be used to
eliminate pages from the results. In this case the
word “how” could be used as the filter, with any page
containing this word being removed from the list of
matches.
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Fig.1.11 This time there are just 190 results

A minus sign (-) or sometimes the word “NOT” is used
in front of a word to indicate to the search engine that
you are looking for pages that do not contain that
word. Figure 1.11 shows the result of the lens test
search using this refinement, and the number of
matches has now been reduced to a very much more
manageable figure of about 190. Obviously this
method does risk filtering out relevant pages that just
happen to have the word you are avoiding. This
method is especially risky with a general word such
as “how”, which can occur in just about any page
about any subject.

If you can find a suitable word or words it is a method
that will often provide good results. In this example
there were probably a substantial number of relevant
pages that were eliminated from the search result,
but there were still plenty of pages remaining. Also,
these pages contained a high percentage that was
relevant, rather than just the odd page here and there
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Fig.1.12 The options at the Excite search site

that was of interest. It is certainly worth trying in

cases where adding words to the search string fails

to focus the search more tightly.

UK and Ireland

Most search engines have a range of advanced
options to help reduce the number of irrelevant pages
still further. If you are only interested in UK sites
and companies it is a good idea to go to the UK version
of the search engine. Most of the large search
companies have a general or US site with a .com
address, plus other sites for specific countries.

One of these is usually a UK web site having a .co.uk
address. Figure 1.12 shows the options available at
the Excite.co.uk site. The three radio buttons beneath
the textbox enable the search to be restricted to the
sites in the UK, or sites in Ireland. Of course, a full
search of the Web is available as well.

The UK version of the Yahoo site offers similar
facilities (Figure 1.13). The radio buttons enable the
search to be restricted to the UK or Ireland, or the
whole of Yahoo can be searched. Radio buttons
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Fig.1.13 Yahoo! prom’s similar optio

operate like the waveband buttons on a radio, and if
you select one you automatically deselect whatever
button was selected previously. Consequently, if vou
wish to search for sites in the UK and in Ireland it
must be done using separate searches.

If you are looking for (say) a shop in the UK that sells
lawnmower spare parts, by restricting the search to
the UK it is possible to immediately filter out a vast
number of sites that will be of no interest to you. The
difference made by this type of filtering is usually vast.
The number of matches will usually be reduced by
well over 90 percent.

These systems are less than perfect though.
Apparently they operate by searching web servers
located in the UK or Ireland, as appropriate. The
nature of the Internet is such that UK and Irish sites
can be hosted elsewhere in the world. Similarly, sites
from elsewhere can be hosted in the UK and Ireland.
In practice this feature usually works quite well
though.
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Advanced

Some sites have a button that is operated in order to
go into a special page that handles advanced
searching. Figure 1.14 shows the advanced search
facilities of the Google.co.uk search engine. Amongst
other things this enables a search to be made for
specified words, pages containing certain words to
be filtered, and pages not in the specified language to
be filtered. In general, it is a lot easier to use the
advanced search than it is to add plus signs, etc., into
the search string. Also, there might be facilities in
the advanced search page that are not available by
other means.
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The advanced search pages are usually quite easy to
use. In the case of Google, the “with all the words”
field is the usual Google search string. Only web
pages that contain all these words will be included in
the list of results. The “with the exact phrase” field
gives a feature that is the equivalent of placing words
within double quotation marks. A match will only be
produced with web pages that include the phrase used
here. If you need to include two or three phrases,
place each one within double quotes.

You have to be careful when using the “with at least
one of the words” field. Any web pages that include
at least one of the words used here will be included in
the results. Only unusual words, type numbers, and
the like should be used here. Using any common
words will produce at least several million matches.
Note that you can obtain this type of search with a
normal Google search string by using “OR” in front
of words. Using the “without the words” field is like
using a minus sign or NOT in front of a word in a
search string. Any pages that contain the supplied
word or words will be filtered from the list of results.

With some searches you tend to find that most of the
pages in the search results are in the wrong language.
This is most likely to occur when using proper names,
which are not normally translated into another
language. For example, on a French or German web
site, Tony Blair will still be called Tony Blair. The
Language menu (Figure 1.15) enables the search to
be restricted to pages written in a particular language,
and English is, of course, one of the options. Although
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Fig.1.15 The search can be limited to one language

this feature does not seem to be 100 percent reliable,
it will certainly remove the vast majority of pages that
are in the wrong language.

Red-faced matches

It is worth looking at the other advanced search
features, but they are mostly of limited use in general
searches. However, the SafeSearch feature is one you
might find useful. Most search engines will happily
track down whatever material is required, including
pages that are pornographic or sexual in nature.
Unfortunately, even quite innocent search strings can
sometimes produce matches with sites that have a
strong sexual content.

When searching for web sites supporting the Flash
MX graphics program I was not surprised that some
of the matches were for sites having photographs of
streakers in action. It was more surprising when a
search for information on a graphics tablet called a
Pen Partner produced a number of matches for pages
giving details of a sex aid!

This can all be a bit unfortunate if you are showing
children or the vicar’s wife how to search the Web,
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SafeSearch @ No filtering e Filter using SafeSearch
Fig.1.16 The SafeSearch filtering is optional

and search for cheesecake recipes provides matches
with some hardcore pornography sites. However, it
is a problem that is easily avoided, since most search
engines have a facility that tries to filter out matches
with pages that have a strong sexual content. In the
case of Google’s Advanced Search page there are two
radio buttons which permit the SafeSearch adult
filtering system to be turned on and off (Figure 1.16).

If you look for similar facilities on other search
engines you might find them, but adult filtering is by
no means as common as it used to be. You may have
to do some delving in order to unearth any filtering
options that are available. A feature of this type is
available from the Lycos engine if you go to the
advanced search page (Figure 1.17). If an advanced
search facility is available, it is probably the best place
to look. Where appropriate, only use a search engine
that does have these facilities.

It is only fair to point cut that no adult filtering system
can be guaranteed to be 100 percent effective, but a
system of this type should filter the vast majority of

BLOCK @ Strict- Fliter explicit content Rixduce

OFFENSIVE & Moderate (default setting) - Intelligent arpountof
CONTENT adult content reduction. explicit
& Off - Do not fliter explicit content. content In my

search results |

Fig.1.17 Lycos also provides adult filtering
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potentially embarrassing search results. There is
also a slight risk that this type of filtering will remove
useful links. These systems operate by looking for
“naughty” words in the scanned pages, and in some
cases a page will be filtered if it contains a word that
in turn contains a “naughty” word, even if the whole
word is totally inoffensive. Some words can be
“naughty” or inoffensive depending on the context.
With a search for Mary Poppins you might find pages
containing the name Dick Van Dyke were filtered out!
However, the number of suitable matches removed
by adult filtering is usually very small.

Wildcards

Sometimes there can be search problems due to
different spellings being used for the same thing or
the same person. For example, names in Russian
and many other languages are given their western
spellings by converting them phonetically. In other
words, the spelling is one that reflects the sound of
the original name. The problem with this method is
that the same name can be converted in two or more
different ways, giving rise to alternative spellings for
the same name.

The Russian composer Tchaikovsky is also known in
the west as Tchaikowsky for example. I have seen
other versions such as Tchaikowski. There can also
be difficulties due to differences between American
English and what for the lack of a better term we will
call English English. For example, looking for the
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“XYZ Centre” will not produce a match for the “XYZ
Center”.

Some search engines allow the use of wildcards, and
these will often permit a single search to
accommodate two different spellings. This feature is
not as common as it used to be, but AltaVista permits
the asterisk (*) to be used as a wildcard. A match will
then be produced with any letter at that pcsition in
the word. For example, “Tchaiko*sky” will match
both “Tchaikovsky” and “Tchaikowsky”, and “Cent**”
will match both “Centre” and “Center”.

Too much

Even with careful selection of the search string you
may find that the search engines tend to produce
large numbers of matches. There is no getting away
from the fact that the Web contains massive amounts
of information, with more pages being added every
day. Particularly if you are searching for information
on a popular subject, there could be many thousands
of pages that are relevant to your search criteria. It
could be that most of these contain the information
you require, but it is likely that many will barely touch
on your subject of interest. With the web still
expanding, it is a problem that is likely to get even
worse over the next few years.

The search engines try to rate pages in order of likely
interest, and sometimes provide each one with a score
that indicates its likely relevance to your search
criteria. Some advocate looking only at the first few
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Fig.1.18 The list of pages of search results

pages of matches, and then trying again with a new
search strategy if useful results are not obtained. I
have often found it useful to dive into the middle of
the list, or even have a look at matches near the
bottom of the list that have very lowly scores. The
search engines are based on some very clever
programming techniques, but they can not mind-read.
The search engine’s rating system might have totally
misjudged the type of thing you are after. There might
just be some useful pages listed in the middle or even
at the bottom of the list.

Google provides a numbered list of search result
pages near the bottom of each page (Figures 1.18 and
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1.19). Using

this you can go Gooooovoovoogle »
tothenextpage Result Page: 12345618910 Next

or jump to one

of the others Fig.1.19 A close-up of the list
simply by left-

clicking the appropriate number in the list. When
there are a lot of results you can delve deep into the
results by clicking the highest number, then the
highest number on the new page that appears, and
so on. Most search engines use essentially the same
system.

Missing pages

One of the most frustrating search problems is when
you locate what looks like a very promising page using
a search engine, but linking to that page produces
some sort of error message rather than the page. You
soon become familiar with the dreaded “404” error
message which means that the page can not be found.
There is a similar problem where the page appears,
but it does not seem to have anything to do with the
subject you are researching.

When searching the Internet it is useful to bear in
mind the general way in which the search engines
function. Many seem to believe that the Web is
scanned for suitable matches each time a search is
made. As pointed out previously, it does not work in
this fashion, and this approach would take far too long.
Instead, the search engines scan the Web and place
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Fig.1.20 Google usually provides a Cached option

so-called “snapshots” of each page into a huge
database. Each time a search is carried out it is the
pages in this database that are scanned and not the
real thing on the Internet.

This method enables a massive number of pages to
be searched in what is usually a fraction of a second,
but it is “second-hand” data that is being scanned.
Web pages are deleted or altered from time to time,
and this can produce discrepancies between the
content of the database and the actual pages available
on the Internet. An error message could indicate that
the page has been deleted, or it could just be that the
server has gone down. It could also be due to a
problem on the route between your computer and the
target web site. Try operating the browser’s Refresh
button, and repeat this once or twice if necessary. If
the page still fails to load, make a note of the web
address and try again later.
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Where a page has been changed or deleted it might
be possible to obtain some of the information it
contained. In some cases it is possible to download
the “snapshot” stored on the server, but bear in mind
that this is usually an abbreviated version of the page.
Figure 1.20 shows a section of some search results
obtained using the Google.co.uk search engine, and
for most of the entries there is a Cached option.
Selecting this option results in the snapshot of the
page being displayed, rather than the page being
downloaded from the actual web site.

Figure 1.21 shows the “real thing”, while Figure 1.22
shows the cached version of the same page. In
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Fig.1.22 The cached version of the page

general, the text from the original page will be totally
or largely intact in the cached version, but any major
graphic content is almost certain to be omitted as it
is of no help when conducting searches. Provided it
is the words you are after, which will usually be the
case, the cached page should be as good as the
original.

Cut short

Another useful ploy is to try using a shortened version
of the web address provided by the search engine.
Suppose that the address is:

28



Web searching 1

www.thebestcamerawebsite.com/cameras/lenses/
autofocus/tests

Even if this page no longer exists, the web site that
used to contain it is still likely to be in business, and it
might still contain useful information. One approach
is to go to the home page web address, which is
“www.thebestcamerasite.com” in this example. From
here you might be able to follow links that lead to
something useful, either on this site or another one.

An alternative approach is to try the address with the
last section removed, which means leaving out the “/
tests” in this example. If this is not successful, remove
another section, which would be “/autofocus” in this
case. Once you are into the site, look for links that
will take you to something useful. These methods will
not work in every case, but they often produce
something helpful.

Missing links

A common mistake when looking through pages
suggested by a search engine is to look only at the
main content and ignore everything else. If a site
covers the right subject area but does not have the
exact information you require, it could still be useful.
Many sites have some form of bulletin board facility
where users can post information and ask questions.
If the information you require is proving elusive it
might be worthwhile posting a question to see if
anyone can come up with the right answers. Requests
for information often result in someone providing
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either the required information or a site that tells you
what you need to know.

The most important thing to look for on “near miss”
sites is a list of links to similar sites. Web sites often
contain links to other sites of a similar nature, usually
with a brief description of each one. These sites in
turn will probably have links to yet more sites of
possible interest. Having found a “near miss” site
the best tactic is probably to follow the links from site
to site, rather than going back to the search engine’s
list of pages, most of which are probably irrelevant.
There is no guarantee of success when following links,
but some real gems can be turned up in this way.

Blank results

As already pointed out, the usual problem when
searching the Internet is too many matches rather
than too few. You will not always find a plethora of
matches though. This is something where you have
to be realistic in your expectations. Although there
is a massive amount of information available on the
Internet, there is no guarantee that you will always
be able to locate the information you require. The
more obscure the subject, the lower the chances of
success.

If you draw a blank using one search engine, try
another or even several more if necessary. I
sometimes have to search for technical information
about computing and electronics. It is quite normal
for the first, one, two, or even three search engines to
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produce nothing useful, before I finally “come up
trumps”. As explained in the next section, there are
ways of searching several sites simultaneously, and
this approach is worthwhile if you are searching for
something quite obscure and difficult to find.

A complete lack of response is often due to a spelling
error. Remember that only an exact match will do
when using double quotation marks. In a similar vein,
if you are looking for pages that contain all the
specified search words, a spelling error in one of the
words will be sufficient to prevent any matches from
being obtained.

Particularly when dealing with names, double-check
that you are spelling everything correctly. The same
applies if you obtain numerous matches that are
nothing to do with the subject matter you are seeking,
or a lot of the sites are in a foreign language. The
misspelled word might not mean anything in English,
but it could be quite common in (say) German or
Polish.

Turbo search

If you need to search regularly for hard to find
information on the Web it can be very time consuming
going from one search engine to another trying to find
elusive snippets of information. One solution to the
problem is to use software that takes the provided
search criteria and then uses it to search for results
on a number of search engines. It then shows the
consolidated results. The results do not pop up almost
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Fig.1.23 The WebFerret main window

instantly in the same way that they do when utilising
a single search engine, but the process is still very
much faster than the manual approach.

WebFerret is one of the best known programs of this
type, and there is a trial version that can be obtained
from the larger software download sites or from
www.ferretsoft.com. Figure 1.23 shows the main

Fig.1.24 The search options
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Fig.1.25 Th;seaf-ch results in the main panel

keyword or all the keywords. The required type of
search is selected from the Search menu (Figure
1.24).

Four options are available in the Duplicate Removal
submenu, but it is advisable to use the default setting,
which removes duplicate URLs (web addresses).
Multiple matches for pages is a common problem
when using search engines. It occurs where there
are several places in a page that provide a match for
the search criteria. Most search engines list amatch
for each occurrence of the search string in a page,
and this is one of the reasons that so many matches
are often produced. When using software that
provides the search by way of several search engines
the problem is multiplied. Having duplicated URLs
filtered out helps to keep things manageable.

Once everything has been set up correctly the Start
button just to the right of the textbox is operated and
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Fig.1:28 Pages are displayed in the upper frame

displayed in the default browser. Unless you have
installed a different one as the default, Windows will
use Internet Explorer.

An alternative way of viewing pages is to select View
Results in Browser from the File menu (Figure 1.26).
This will again launch the default browser. However,
this time the browser window is split into two main
sections (Figure 1.27). The larger (upper) window is
used to show the web pages selected from the list of
matches in the lower section. Left-click a link in the
lower frame and the corresponding page will be
displayed in the upper frame (Figure 1.28).

If a large number of matches are being produced or
the search is taking a long time, operating the Stop
button (ust to the right of the Start button) brings
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Fig.1.29 The search can be refined

the process to a halt. Programs such as Web Ferret
are very impressive in use, and are of real benefit if
you mostly search for obscure information that is
normally time-consuming to track down. These
programs are not really of much use when searching
for material that is on the Web in abundance. Using
one search engine will usually provide masses of
matches, which usually makes it pointless to use
several search engines at once. You simply multiply
the information overload problem.

Meta search

Some search sites now offer an alternative to software
like WebFerret by providing essentially the same
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S. UK Book Shops
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Fig.1.30 The search results from Info.com

facility. These are known as meta search sites, and
they typically search using about 12 search engines.
Info.com is an example of a meta search engine, and
it is used much like any other search engine. Menus
at the top of the page provide the usual facilities for
refining the search (Figure 1.29). Searching for
“Babani” and “books” produced a normal list of
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Fig.1.31 Themed results are available

results (Figure 1.30), but the results were drawn from
12 different search engines, including the all-
important Google.

It is increasingly common for search engines to
analyse the results and look for common themes, and
it is more or less a standard feature of meta search
engines. In this case four common themes are listed
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Fig.1.32 Ezxcite.com produced 60 matches

in the “Are you looking for” section just above the
search results. It is gratifying to see that I merit my
own section! This is a useful feature if one of the
suggested themes matches your requirements. Just
left-click the appropriate link and a list of matches
will be displayed (Figure 1.31). The filtered results
should contain a high percentage that are relevant
to your search and relatively few that are of no
interest.

As a test of how well (or otherwise) meta search
engines work I used five words chosen at random
(application, output, steps, hidden, and aardvark), and
used them in searches for pages that contained all
five words. Info.com produced 60 results, as did

i Advanceq Seareh  Preferences L Tok  Search Tge
Googk.f o :
CAeE li!—

Fig.1.33 Google prodmed some 118 matches

Excite.com (Figure 1.32), which these days is a meta
search engine that uses Google and eight other
engines. Strangely, the same search string produced
118 matches when used with Google and the same
search criteria (Figure 1.33).
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So why would a multiple search produce fewer
results? The most likely explanation is that meta
search engines, by necessity, have to be good at
pruning duplicate entries for web pages, and might
even filter duplicate entries for the same site.
Although Google seems to be producing nearly twice
as many matches, the Google results almost certainly
contained a significant amount of duplication. The
results from a meta search engine are therefore more
focussed, and could contain a few additional matches.
Alarge search engine such as Google is so efficient it
would be naive to expect additional searches from
other engines to produce a large increase in the
number of results.

Shortcut

Many people make the mistake of using search
engines when there is no real need to do so. If there
is an obvious source of information always try that
source first. For example, suppose you required some
information on a Channel 4 program. You could use
a search engine to find sites that cover that program,
and you would probably find what you need before
too long. On the other hand, you could simply go to
the Channel 4 web site to look for information. There
is a good chance of finding the information you require
straight away, or failing that you may find a useful
link to another site. Try the obvious sites first and
only resort to a search engine if it is really necessary
to do so.
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Search anyway

Very occasionally the opposite approach can be useful.
Suppose you know the correct web address but you
are not getting through to the site. Trying to access
the site by first locating it using a search engine and
then using the search engine’s link is sometimes
successful. One reason this will sometimes work is
that the web site has moved, and the search engine
is linking to the new address. Most web sites have a
message on the old web site giving directions to the
new one, or simply use some form of automatic
redirection. Not all relocated sites have these
facilities though, and they are unlikely to be
maintained for long once a site has moved.

Another reason that this method can work is that it
takes you to the site via a different route. This route
might bypass a blockage that is troubling the original
route to the site. The Internet has far more sites and
users than a few years ago, but it is actually far more
reliable than it was back then. It is not perfect though,
and probably never will be. Sites can and do go offline
from time to time, either due to a fault or for
maintenance. If you can not get through to asite it is
worth trying later in the day, or if that fails try a day
or two later.

It can sometimes be frustrating when you find a site
that looks promising, but it lacks the information you
require because the site is incomplete. Signs saying
“Site under construction”, often complete with an
animated workman character, used to be found on a
fair percentage of sites. It became a bit of a bad joke
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with surfers, and it is a practice that has largely died
out. If you find a promising but incomplete site it is
certainly worth checking back occasionally to see if it
has been expanded or even completed. However,
experience suggests that sites published while they
are still under construction are only rarely completed.
They are far more likely to suddenly disappear
without trace.

Easy searching

If you have real difficulty getting to grips with OR,
NOT, etc., and nearly always end up with huge
numbers of irrelevant matches, one option is to use
an advanced search facility where you just fill in a
form and operate the Search button. This approach
was covered previously. An interesting alternative is
to use one of the modern search engines that try to
make things easier. These are known as “natural
language” search engines, because you ask them a
question using the same wording that you would use
to ask a person the same question.

One of the best known of these is AskJeeves.co.uk
(which is also at ask.com), and this is the one that
will be used for this example. I recently needed to
know what a purchase order is. This is a good
example of the type of thing that can be difficult to
find using a normal search engine even if you are
pretty expert at these things. The individual words
“purchase” and “order” are likely to appear in a vast
number of web pages. Putting them together within
double quotation marks reduces the number of
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Fig.1.34 First, ask “Jeeves” a question

matches, but tends to give numerous results about
accounting software that are of no help at all.

With a natural language search engine such as
AskJeeves.co.uk you simply type in a question as if
you were asking a person for help, so I simply asked,
“What is a purchase order” (Figure 1.34). The search
engine analyses the phrase that you have typed in an
attempt to find keywords that will help it to
understand what you require. In most cases it will
find more than one line of enquiry, and it will then
give a list of alternatives in an attempt to narrow down
the search.
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Fig.1.35 The initial results from “Jeeves”

The initial result of this search is shown in Figure
1.35, and one of the things on offer is a definition of
the financial term “purchase order”. This is clearly
what I required, and it linked to the definition I was
seeking (Figure 1.36). There is no guarantee that this
sort of instant result will always be produced, but a
search engine of this type is well worth trying,
particularly if you have problems with conventional
search engines. Note that the AskJeeves.co.uk site
is undergoing a few changes, so by the time you read
this the site might look a bit different to the
illustrations shown here. It will still be used in
essentially the same way though.
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Fig. 1.36 The answer has been found

Sponsored results

When using search engines you will probably notice
that you often get rather more than the search resuits.
Most engines produce a certain amount of advertising
that is related to the words in the search string. At
one time the sponscred results were mixed in with
the ordinary results and were usually placed well to
the fore. Google has always kept the sponsored
results well separated from the normal output of its
search engine, and other companies are starting to
follow a similar policy.

The sponsored links on a Google results page are in
the form of one or two banners just above the normal
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results, and small panels just to the right of them
(Figure 1.37). They are clearly marked “Sponsored
Links”, so no one should be misled into thinking that
these are standard search results. You can simply
ignore the sponsored results, and with many searches
they will be of little or no relevance to what you are
seeking. However, if you are looking for goods or
services on the Internet it is likely that some of these
links will lead to something useful. It is certainly
worth quickly scanning through them to see if there
is anything that looks promising. Unfortunately, many
of these links are for companies in the USA, but there
is often a useful selection of links to UK companies.
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Fig.1.38 Yahoo"s search facilty

Directory

Many surfers tend to get confused about the
difference between Internet directories and search
engines. The situation is blurred by the fact that some
sites offer both facilities. Google has search facilities,
but not much else is on offer. These days there is
actually a Directory option on the homepage, and it
is likely that in due course this will expand to rival
the major Internet directories. At the moment,
Google is primarily a search engine rather than a
directory.

Yahoo! tends to be regarded by many as a search
engine, and it does have a search facility. However,
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Fig.1.39 The directory is lower down the page

the search facility makes use of Google’s technology,
and as things stand it is a tiny part of a huge site.
Yahoo! is primarily an Internet directory and general
information site. A site of this type is sometimes
called a portal, as it is used as a means of entering
other sites on the Internet.

Like many of the big Internet companies, Yahoo! has
a main site (Yahoo.com) which is primarily for people
in the USA, plus numerous additional sites for other
countries. The site for the UK and Ireland is
Yahoo.co.uk, and in general it is better to use the site
for your particular country. On entering the Yahoo!
site the upper part of the homepage is used to access
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Fig.1.40 Various types of review are avatlable

the search facilities and general information, such as
the financial section of the site (Figure 1.38). The
directory is lower down on the page (Figure 1.39)
where various categories and subcategories are
listed.

Suppose that you have seen a HP 1220C inkjet printer
at a good price in a sale, and you would like one or
two reviews to see if it is a good buy. One of the
categories in the directory is “Computers and
Internet”, and this has “Reviews” as a subcategory.
Left-clicking this link produces another page, and this
one has “Printers” listed in the Additional Categories
(Figure 1.40). This looks promising, and operating

CATEGORIES
Top Categories
© Enaee'y Gases

Additional Categories
o pioet (134 ® Pheto (95
® Lawi (133 ©  Thermal Wingfve (71

Fig.1.41 Still further options are offered
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Fig.1.42 There is a link for HP printers

the link produces another page that includes further
links (Figure 1.41). The “Buyers Guides” link might
provide some useful background information, but for
something more specific the “Inkjet” link looks more
worthwhile.

This produces more choices (Figure 1.42), with a list
of printer manufacturers that includes HP Operating
this link produces a list of HP inkjet printers down
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the left-hand side of the
page (Figure 1.43), and
the 1220C printer is
included in the list.
Activating this link
produces a page that
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SITE LISTINGS

® Review CNET®
® Renew PC\orld™® . from April 2000.

Fig.1.44 Success at last

contains two links to reviews (Figure 1.44). These

links each lead to a revi

ew of the HP 1220C printer,

and Figure 1.45 shows the PCWORLD.COM review.

If you require the right type of information, then the
directory approach will often find what you require.
The number of web pages included in a directory is
relatively small though, so it is unlikely to be of much
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Fig.1.45 The review from US PC World site
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use when looking for information on topics that are
not popular. Also, as this example amply
demonstrated, you often have to delve quite deeply
into a directory’s structure before you unearth the
required pages. The pages of directories are often
very “busy” and arranged in a slightly confusing
fashion. It is easy to get sidetracked into a “blind ally”.
A search engine will often find the same information
quicker. One advantage of the directory approach is
that it makes it easy to explore a general topic. In
this example, having found the printer reviews it
would be easy to find reviews of rival printers.

Finally

Search engines have facilities that enable you to
produce better focussed searches that produce a high
proportion of relevant results. You will need to use
these in order to optimise your searches, but do not
lose sight of the fact that it is primarily the search
string that determines the quality of search results.
Giving some thought to the search string will provide
much better results than simply typing the first few
words that spring to mind.

As an example of determining a good search string, I
recently entered a competition where you had to
answer three questions. One of these was “what is
the name of the mountain near Rio De Janeiro on
which the famous statue of Christ is situated?” An
Internet search engine is ideal for tracking down this
type of information, and with a suitable search string
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Fig.1. 46 The answer is in the search results page

it should take a matter of seconds. It is just a matter
of stripping out the ordinary words and leaving the
important ones. The important words are
“mountain”, “Rio”, “statue”, and “Christ”.

Using this search string in Google produced the result
shown in Figure 1.46. There is no need to go into any
of these pages, since the first entry provides the
answer. The statue stands on Corcovado Mountain.
As a point of interest, the first page listed not only
provides the answer to the question, but it even
provides a nice photograph of the statue (Figure 1.47).
The second page in the list provides tourist
information and information about the history of the
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| The statue of "Christ the Redeemer” is
enshrouded in clouds atop Corcovado
mountain in Rio de Janeiro. Rio has been
named as the friendliest city in the world
despite being crowded and dangerous.
REUTERS/ Gregg Newton

Fig.1.47 More information and a photograph

statue. Within reason, whatever you wanted to know
about the statue could probably be located within a
minute or so.

If you find it difficult to pick out the key words it is
worth trying a natural language search engine. To a
large extent these engines work by stripping out all

24
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Fig.1.48 ‘Ueeves” has also found the answer

the common words and then using the remaining
words in a conventional search. They usually work
very well with something like this competition
question. Using the full question in the Ask Jeeves
search engine produced the result shown in Figure
1.48. This time the answer is in the second entry, and
as before, the first two or three pages in the list
provide photographs and lots of information about the
statue.

Try to get the spelling right, and check it carefully if
you get some odd looking results that seem to have
little to do with your search words. Some search
engines, including Google, actually look for possible
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Fig.1.49 Google has queried the incorrect spelling

errors in your search words and will sometimes
enquire whether you meant to type “xyz” instead of
“zxy”. In Figure 1.49 I deliberately type “Rio De
Janairo” instead of “Rio De Janeiro”. The Google
search engine has duly spotted a likely error and
asked if I meant “Rio De Janeiro”.

Sometimes the search string will actually be correct.
Proper names for example, can fool the engine into
thinking that you have made an error. Simply ignore
the suggestion if this occurs. If the suggested spelling
is correct, just left-click on it and the search will be
repeated using the correct spelling (Figure 1.50).

Make good use of double quotation marks. Again for
a competition, I needed to know the name of the
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Fzg 1.50 The search with the right spellmg

person who came up with the famous “Wagner’s
music is better than it sounds” quotation. I knew that
it was not, as often stated, Mark Twain, but another
American writer of the same period. Unfortunately, I
could not remember the name.

Using “Wagner” and “better than it sounds”
(complete with the double quotation marks) as the
search string produced a few results from Google
(Figure 1.51). Itis best to avoid using long quotations
in searches, since any minor variations in the wording
can result in no matches being obtained. In this case
the name of the composer and part of the quotation
was sufficient to produce some useful matches.
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Fig.1.51 Google has found some e results

Apparently Mark Twain did say these words, but he
was quoting Bill Nye (Figure 1.52). There are actually
sites that help find quotations, but in general it is
better to use an ordinary search engine.

There is nothing so annoying as to have two people go right on talking when you'e
¢ = w

Wagner's music is better than it sounds. (Twain was quoting Bill N)\e)a)

When I feel the urge to exercige, I go lie-down until it passes away.m

Fig.1.52 One of the pages has the required answer
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Points to remember

There are a number of good search engines, but
Google has established itself as the market leader.
Either Google or a Google-based search engine
should be your first port of call when searching the
Internet.

The usual problem these days is boiling the search
results down to manageable proportions rather than
finding any matches. Try to use a number of words
in the search string in order to focus the search as
tightly as possible. Using one or two words and then
wading through thousands of matches is not the way
to obtain quick results.

Google will automatically search for pages that
contain all the search words. The more words you
use, the fewer the matches that will be obtained.
Placing a phrase in double quotes is a powerful
weapon in getting the number of matches down to a
reasonable figure. You need good quality results and
not a large quantity of them.

If you are directed to a page that is not quite what
you are looking for, take a quick look around the site
to see if there is anything more useful. There might
also be links to other sites containing useful
information. Some search engines have a facility to
look for sites that are similar to sites found in the
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initial search. Using this facility might produce a list
containing a number of useful sites.

Where a complete blank is drawn, check that you are
spelling all the search words correctly. Be especially
careful when using phrases in double quotation
marks. The web covers a vast range of subjects, but
there are inevitably some subjects where there is little
or no worthwhile information.

It would be a mistake to regard some of the more
modern search engines as gimmicky. They are
especially useful for those who find it difficult to
master conventional search procedures. Even
experienced users might find some types of search
easier and quicker using a site such as
AsklJeeves.co.uk.

If the link to a page fails, operate the refresh button
once or twice to make sure it is genuinely unavailable.
Trying again later sometimes brings results. Where
a page has been changed or deleted you may be able
to glean some useful information from a cached
version of the page, if it is available.

In cases where the exact page you require has
definitely been deleted, the site that contained the
page may still contain some useful information or
links to other sites that have the information you
require.



Specialist
searches

Right approach

Going to a general search engine and typing in a few
likely search words is not always the best way of going
about things. There are specialist sites that deal with
popular types of searches, and special facilities at
some of the main search engines that deal with this
type of thing. One obvious subject of this type is
software. There are numerous sites that deal
specifically with software downloads, such as
Download.com. There are even sites that deal
specifically with searching for software drivers. If you
lose the installation disc for a piece of hardware in
your PC, or perhaps a peripheral device such as a
printer, these sites will help you locate the missing
software on the Internet.

When you require a software download it makes sense
to try one of the specialist sites first. You will probably
find what you are after fairly rapidly, but you can
always try a general search if the software sites do
not locate something suitable. The same doctrine
applies to several types of search, and a number of
specialised searches are covered in this chapter.
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Google

Web images Groups = Directary News
' « Agvanced Search
+ Preferences
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Fig.2.1 Google has five modes of operation

Right image

A search engine should find information about any
reasonably well known place or a person. If you are
looking for a picture rather than information you
might be lucky and “strike gold” right away, or you
could end up wading through dozens of web pages.
The chances of success are quite high with something
like a famous place or person. In the previous chapter
the search for the statue of Christ near Rio de Janeiro
produced several photographs of the statue in
amongst the historical and geographical information.
With something less famous you would be more likely
to find yourself going through dozens of pages before
you found a suitable photograph.

The number of images available on the Web must be
pretty staggering, and you will normally be able to
find something suitable when a picture of a person,
place, plant, or an animal is required. In fact there
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The most comorehensive image search on the web.
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Fig.2.2 Things look much the same in Image mode

are pictures of all sorts of things on the Internet from
household items to pictures of deep space. There are
online picture agencies, specialist sites for tracking
down images and image search facilities at some of
the large search engines. The image searching
facility of an ordinary search engine is probably the
best option if you are not intending to buy images.

Figure 2.1 shows the upper part of the Google.co.uk
homepage, and you will notice that there are five
rectangular buttons above the textbox for the search
string. The Web button is active by default, and the
search engine therefore does a normal search of the
Internet unless you tell it to do otherwise. We wish to
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Fig.2.3 The search results include “thumbnails”

search for images, so the Images button is operated.
The page will reload, but there is little change in its
appearance (Figure 2.2). In fact the only conspicuous
difference is that the Images button rather than the
Web button is highlighted. Despite the lack of any
major change in outward appearance, the search
engine operates very differently in the Image search
mode.

Using the search words “Rio”, “Christ”, and “statue”
produced the page of results shown in Figure 2.3. This
page contains numerous links to photographs of the
correct place, and the additional pages of results
contain many more. There is a small “thumbnail”
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Fig.2.4 The page is splzt znto two sectzons

version of each image above its link-text. Operating
one of the links or left-clicking an image results in
the page being split into two sections (Figure 2.4). A
larger thumbnail version of the image is displayed in
the upper section, and the page it came from is shown
in the lower one.

Operating the “See full-size image” link near the
bottom right-hand corner of the image results in it
being displayed at its normal size in its own page
(Figure 2.5). In general, web images are quite small,
so the full-size version might not be much different
to the small “thumbnail” image. In fact it might not
be any bigger at all. Another way of viewing the image
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Fig.2.5 The full-size picture

full-size is to scroll down the web page in the lower
section of the screen until the image appears, as in
Figure 2.6. There will often be some useful
information on the web page, so it is a good idea to at
least quickly look through it.

Focussed images

The image search facility will not produce results that
are one hundred percent relevant to your search, and
there will usually be a few images listed that seem to
have nothing to do with your search terms. In general
though, image searching facilities seem to provide
more focussed results than normal web searches.
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Fzg 2.6 The pzcture is available in the lower frame

The small thumbnail images make it easy to spot the
ones that are of no interest.

The statue used for this example is world famous, but
image searches will usually produce a few useful
results from places of lesser note. A search for
“Southend” and “pier” produced numerous pictures,
ancient and modern, of the world’s longest pleasure
pier. One example is shown in Figure 2.7. A search
for “Wigan” and “pier” produced numerous links to
the world’s shortest pier, as made famous by George
Orwell. One example is shown in Figure 2.8.
Searching for “Neasden”, “High”, and “Street” failed
to produce any results, but there were matches for
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Fig.2.7 A picture of Southend’s pier
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Fig.2.8 Wigan’s pier proved to be no problem either
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Fig.2.9 A picture of the temple, not the high street

Neasden, including the magnificent new temple
(Figure 2.9).

People and animals

It is not only photographs of places that are available
on the Internet, and there are plenty of pictures of
famous people for example. Queen Victoria died over
100 tears ago, but a search based on her name
produced an amazing 6270 results (Figure 2.10). Some
of the links were to photographs of buildings named
after her, statues of her, or documents she had signed.
Most seemed to be portraits of Queen Victoria, and
there was a mixture of paintings and photographs.
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Fig.2.10 Plenty of results for Queen Victoria
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Fig.2.11 Plenty of aardvark photographs
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Fig.2.12 One of 46500 results for “zebra”

Surprisingly perhaps, pictures of pubs were not much
in evidence.

Animals feature very prominently, and there seems
to be pictures of just about everything from aardvarks
(Figure 2.11) to zebras (Figure 2.12). Use the name
of the animal as the search string, and unless it is
something extremely rare you will be rewarded with
links to at least a few photographs. In most cases
there seems to be hundreds or even thousands of
links. There was an astonishing 46500 links to zebra
related photographs for instance. The highest
number of matches I could get for a person was 8300
for John Wayne!
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You can often get quite good results from general
searches. Suppose you are interested in collecting
carnival glass. Using this as the search string
produced links to pictures of more than 2000 items of
carnival glass (Figure 2.13). Some of the photographs
are literally out of this world. A search for pictures of
the planet Mars produced not only long range views,
but the famous picture of the Mars Rover vehicle
exploring the rocky surface of the planet (Figure 2.14).
Using “Neptune” as the search string produced links
to numerous pictures of the other blue planet
including pictures taken by the Hubble Space
Telescope and the Voyager 2 probe (Figure 2.15). If
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Fig.2.14 The Mars Rover in action

you are interested in astronomy you will be pleasantly
surprised at the huge number of space related images
on the Internet.

Unless you are after something pretty outlandish
there should be no difficulty in tracking down an
image of it on the Internet. If you have become used
to struggling with ordinary web searches you will
probably find searching for images remarkably easy.
I find myself wondering “where’s the catch”, but for
the most part it really is that straightforward.
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Fig.2.15 The other blue planet (Neptune)

Copyright

If you would like to save an image to disc or print it
out there is usually no difficulty in doing so. However,
there are copyright matters to bear in mind. Many of
the images on the Internet are in the public domain,
which simply means that no one owns the copyright
on them. With an old image this can be due to the
copyright having lapsed. With more recent images it
can be the result of the original owner of the image
allowing the copyright to lapse. In other words, they
have decided to place the image in the public domain
and relinquish their copyright.



Specialist searches 2

A substantial proportion of the pictures on the
Internet are the subject of copyright, and there will
either be a copyright notice on each image or one
governing the site as a whole. The situation is
complicated by the fact that many people illegally use
copyright material on their web sites. Although there
is no copyright notice on their site, the images are
actually the property of someone else and are in
copyright. Using images from the Internet in any way
that could be a breach of copyright is therefore a bit
risky.

Simply looking at images on the Internet is not a
breach of copyright. Downloading them onto your
PC so they can be viewed later or making prints of
them certainly could be a breach of copyright. Being
realistic about things though, it is unlikely that anyone
is going to be too bothered about this sort of personal
use. Videoing television programs so that you can
view them later is not strictly legal either, but the
owners of the copyright do not get “hot under the
collar” about this sort of time-shifting.

Sending images to friends of relatives in either
electronic or printed form is more dubious, and is best
avoided unless you are sure that doing so will not
infringe anyone’s copyright. Any sort of commercial
use, such as downloading images and then selling
them as picture postcards or framed images, would
certainly be an infringement of copyright. For this
type of thing you need to be sure that the images are
in the public domain, and you must get permission to
use them if they are subject to copyright. Using

)
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copyright material is almost certain to involve the
payment of a fee.

Saving images

Saving images to disc is very straightforward, but it
is slightly different depending on the browser you use.
Assuming that you are using a reasonably modern
version of Internet
Explorer, placing the
pointer over an image
will result in a bar with
four icons appearing
near what is usually the
top left-hand corner of
the image (Figure 2.16).
This is a small toolbar,
and eachiconis actually
a button. The leftmost
button has an icon that
depicts a 3.5-inch floppy
disc, and this one is left-
clicked if you wish to
save the image. A file browser then appears (Figure
2.17), and this is used to save the file in standard
Windows fashion.

The default name of the image might be something
descriptive, but it will often just be a serial number
or something of this type. In order to change the
name, first drag the cursor through the text in the
File name field to select it. In other words, move the

Fig.2.16 The toolbar
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Fzg 2 17 The usual Wmdows file browser appears

cursor through the text while holding down the left
mouse button. The text and its background will
change colour to indicate that it has been sleeted.
Then simply type in the new name which will replace
the old one.

The Save as type menu enables the image to be saved
in a different file format, but the options available here
will be strictly limited. The vast majority of images
on the Internet are in either the Jpeg (also called Jpg)
or GIF formats. These are compatible with virtually
all programs that can handle graphics files, so there
will usually be no point in changing to a different type.
The Save in field near the top of the window enables

11
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Fig.2.18 The popup menu offers print facilities

the file to be saved in a location other than the default
one, which is usually the Pictures folder. This is a
subfolder of the My Documents folder. It is probably
worthwhile making a separate folder for web images
if you will be saving a lot of them to disc. When
everything is set correctly, operate the Save button
to go ahead and save the file to disc.

An alternative way of going about things is to right-
click on the image, which will produce a popup menu
like the one shown in Figure 2.18. The Save Picture
file browser is launched by selecting the Save Picture
As option. Things then proceed in the manner
described previously. Note that this will be the only

8 _
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g.2.19 The Prininw 18 print’er-spezc
way of saving images if you are using an old version
of Internet Explorer. It will also be the only way of
saving an image if it is acting as a link.

Printing

If your PC is equipped with a printer it is possible to
print Internet images. With a modern version of
Internet Explorer, start by placing the pointer over
the image to make the small toolbar appear. Then
left-click the second button from the left, which is the
one that has an icon depicting a printer. This brings
up the Print dialogue box (Figure 2.19), but note that
this is different for each printer. Usually there are

19
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options to change things like the orientation of the
picture and the print quality, but the exact facilities
available vary from one printer to another. The
instruction manual for your printer should give a
detailed explanation of the available options.

When any necessary adjustments have been made,
operate the OK button to go ahead and print the
image. This way of doing things is delightfully simple,
but it has a major drawback in that you do not usually
have any control over the size of the printed image.
Printing via an image editing program such as
Photoshop Elements gives much more versatility.
You can, for example, choose the size of the print if
you download the image, load it into an image editing
program, and print it from there. Most images will
print at quite small sizes by default, but it is not
practical to print most web images at large sizes
anyway. Web images are built up from thousands of
dots of different colours, or “pixels” as they are called.
A typical web image would have something like 300
rows of pixels with about 400 pixels in each row. This
gives 120,000 pixels in the image, which sounds quite
impressive.

Unfortunately, a full size image on an ordinary A4 size
inkjet printer requires about three million pixels in
order to produce high quality results. For good quality
results it is necessary to have not much less than 200
pixels to the inch, or about 80 pixels to the centimetre
if you are into metrication. Printing at anything much
less than this will result in the individual dots being
discernible instead of merging into a “seamless”
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image. Trying
to print a 400 by
300 pixel image
at much more
than about 2
inches by 1.5 1
inches  will -
therefore give T
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print quality. Of
course, some

View Image
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Baokmark This Page
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much bigger Praperties

than 400 by 300
pixels,buteven pjg 2 20 Netscape’s popup menu
at 800 by 600 ¢ e
pixels the maximum print size should be kept to not
much more than about 4 inches by 3 inches.

Netscape

Saving and printing images is handled in a similar
fashion if you are using a browser other than Internet
Explorer. Netscape Navigator lacks the popup
toolbar, but right-clicking on an image produces a
menu (Figure 2.20) that includes a Save Image As
option. Selecting this produces the Save Picture file
browser, and the file is then saved to disc in the usual
way. As far as I am aware, Navigator does not have a
facility for directly printing images, only complete
pages. It does have a facility for setting the selected
image as wallpaper, and there is a facility in Internet
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Explorer for setting the image as the background.
These have the same function, which is to use the
image as the background for the Windows desktop.

You will sometimes find that the usual methods of
saving a picture to disc do not work. This is not usually
due to a fault in the software or the web site, and is
done deliberately by the site’s creator in an attempt
to prevent the images from being downloaded. This
is used as a means of protecting the copyright in the
images. There are probably ways around protection
measures, but if the owners of a site do not wish you
to download the images to disc it is only fair to respect
their wishes. Copying the images would almost
certainly be illegal.

Music

A huge amount of music is available on the Internet,
but as one would expect, a high percentage of this is
modern pop music. This is good news if you are into
the latest mega-funk-rock-grunge, or whatever. The
amount on offer is rather less if you are primarily
interested in classical music, easy listening, or jazz.
There is actually quite a lot of “golden oldie” pop
music for those who like to get nostalgic about the
1960s and 1970s.

Music on the web breaks down into two broad
categories, which is the type that you download to disc
and then play using a suitable program, and
streaming audio. A suitable media player program
is needed in order to play music that is saved to disc,
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but most music files can be played using the Windows
Media Player that is normally installed as part of
Windows. It is also available as a free download from
the Microsoft web site (www.microsoft.com).

Streaming audio is normally played more or less as it
is received. Because the stream of data often tends
to be a bit intermittent it is normal for a certain
amount of the audio data to be stored in the
computer’s memory before the player program starts
to play it. This store of data is called a “buffer”. The
general idea is that the buffer will ensure that the
player program does not run out of data during any
gaps in the stream from the server. Of course, the
buffer will run out of data if the data stream is
interrupted too often or for too long. Unfortunately,
this does sometimes occur, particularly when using
streaming audio over an ordinary dialup connection.

A broadband connection is definitely an advantage in
any application that involves downloading large
amounts of data, which includes streaming audio.
There is no guarantee that an adequate flow of data
will be maintained even when using the broadest of
broadband Internet connections. There can be
problems somewhere in the system, or the server
providing the data can simply become overloaded.
Gaps in streaming audio just have to be accepted as
one of the “joys” of modern computing.

Some streaming audio can be handled by the
Windows Media Player, but it is often necessary to
use either a special player or the Real OnePlayer
program. A web site that provides any form of audio
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file or streaming audio should include details of the
player program required, and where it can be
downloaded. This type of program is usually free, but
there might be the option of buying a “deluxe” version.
Where appropriate, the player program must be
installed before you can start listening to the audio.

Formats

Ideally there would be just one format for audio on
the Internet, but this is the world of computing, and
things are simply not done that way. It is traditional
to have at least two competing technologies, and
preferably about half a dozen. The nearest thing to a
standard audio format is MP3, which is the format
used by those little Walkman style audio players that
are so popular with the younger generation. The
Windows Media Player program will play MP3 files,
as will most player programs.

When dealing with MP3 you will encounter references
to “bit rates”. The higher the bit rate, the higher the
technical quality of the audio signal. A rate of about
128 kilobits (128,000 bits) per second or more is needed
for high quality stereo listening. A rate of 96 kilobits
per second is all right, but anything lower can start
to sound “a bit rough at the edges”.

WMA (Windows media audio) is the main rival to MP3.
Many feel that it is technically superior to MP3, but it
has never achieved the same degree of support. That
is not to say that it is little used, and there are vast
numbers of WMA files available on the Internet. MP3
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and WMA files are mainly used on the basis of a file
being downloaded and then played once the complete
file has been stored on your PC. They can be used
for a form of streaming audio as well, but only if your
Internet connection and the rest of the system can
handle the relatively high data rates involved. Unless
you have some form of broadband connection such
as an ADSL or cable type, it is unlikely that these will
be usable in streaming form.

The more usual choice for streaming audio is the Real
Audio (RA) format, and as mentioned previously, this
requires the special player program that is free in its
most basic form. While Real Audio permits streaming
even with an ordinary 56k dialup connection, the low
flow of data inevitably imposes some restrictions on
the audio quality. There can be some odd background
noises when using Real Audio with a slow connection,
but the same is true of any other system when it is
used with a low bit rate. Whether or not the audio
quality is worthwhile is a subjective matter. Probably
most people will be happy with the low audio quality
for something like the news or a sparts commentary,
but not for most types of music.

Video

These days it is possible to download videos on the
Internet, but there are practical problems. Streamed
audio has to be something less than hi-fi when used
with an ordinary dialup Internet connection, and even
more compromises have to be made with video. The
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picture quality is poor and very jerky, and the sound
quality leaves a lot to be desired. On the face of it,
these problems can be overcome by downloading the
movie and then playing it back. This is fine, but only
for short video clips. With audio and video the
amounts of data can be quite large.

An audio CD usually contains about 500 to 700
megabytes of data. By using an audio format such as
MP3 or WMA this can be reduced to about 30 to 50
megabytes without seriously compromising the
technical quality. Using an ADSL broadband
connection it is possible to download just over three
megabytes of data in a minute, so it is actually possible
to download an audio file in less time than it takes to
play it. The same is not true of video, but it is still
possible to download video of moderate quality in
about the same time as it takes to play. It follows from
this that it is possible to have reasonably good quality
streaming video with a broadband connection.

With a 56k dialup connection the download rate is
about one megabyte every three or four minutes
rather than three or four megabytes per one minute.
To download an hour of music would therefore take
at least a couple or hours or so. Not exactly quick,
but still well within reason. In order to download an
hour of reasonable quality video using a real world
56k connection would take more like 10 to 20 hours.
While this is not totally out of the question, probably
few users would deem it worth the effort.

There is a video version of Real Audio, and this format
is often used for streamed video. It can be handled
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by the free Real One Player program. Some sites use
WMV (Windows media video), which can be played
using the Windows Media Player. There are two main
formats that are used for downloading video files, and
these are Mpeg (or Mpg) and AVI. Mpeg can be
played using the Windows Media Player, and most
other media player programs that can handle video.
The quality is usually quite good, but the file sizes are
relatively large.

Codecs

AVI has become increasingly popular, and it can
provide smaller file sizes than an equivalent Mpeg
movie. However, to my eyes at least, the quality is
not as good as that provided by an Mpeg movie. In
the quest for ever smaller file sizes it is now quite
common for AVI files to have additional processing.
They can still be played back by the Windows Media
Player, but only if it is equipped with some additional
software. This software is called a codec, or coder/
decoder. Itis actually only the decoder that is needed,
but it is still termed a codec even though it only
decodes.

The most common codec is the DivX type, but this
exists in several versions. Provided your PC is
equipped with the latest one, it should be able to deal
with any version of DivX. The site offering the
download should make it clear what codec, if any, is
needed in order to play the movie. It should also
provide details of where to obtain the codec and obtain
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F1g.2.21 The main radzo page of the BBC site

-

installation details. The Windows Media Player will
sometimes detect that a codec is needed, and then
look for it on the web if there is an active Internet
connection. It might locate and successfully install
the codec, but the automatic method does not seem
to be totally reliable. The manual method seems to
give a much better chance of success.

You may well encounter video and audio formats other
than those mentioned here. Again, the site providing
the download or streamed material should give details
of any special players or codecs that are needed.
Make sure that you have or can obtain any necessary
player software or codec prior to starting a long
download.
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Radio

Internet radio stations are stations that provide their
programs on the Internet via streamed audio. Inmost
cases they also transmit their programs via radio
signals, but in some cases they only use the Internet.
As one would probably expect, in the UK the BBC is
the largest provider of Internet radio. The place to
start is www.bbc.co.uk/radio (Figure 2.21). All the
main BBC stations are now available via the Internet,
including the digital stations such as Radio 7. In
general, the BBC local radio stations are not available
via this route, but their sports commentaries are often
made available on the Internet.

_89



2 Specialist searches

| CHOOSE BY RADIO
STATION OR BY GENRE
Listen to a selection of
the best Radio shows,
any time, up to 7 days
after broadcast.
REQUIRES REAL PLAYER LECIDE i
MOST LISTENED-TO ' Proms on Radio 3 ef C;m:c

fugl‘gilchers fVOMAD on Radi 'f‘-am
2. Judge Jules

3. The Essential Selection  JETellT: & Ng ]
4. The Essential Mix va Live > Exp2timent:
5. Dance Anthems i
WE RECOMMEND

Pete Tong's Essentiat ) S Ir 2
Selecbon : Radlo 145 y St e AL
ance :Fri : 180 Hadio Seo land 4,

Jh
. adio Uls PRock & Alt
»Hadio Wates

. Five Live Sports Folk & Count
E Jazz

LISTEN

Fzg 2.23 The BBC version o of the Real Piayer

In order to listen to the BBC stations it is necessary
to have the Real One Player installed on your PC. If
it is not already installed, operating one of the Help
links will produce the page shown in Figure 2.22. This
gives links to download sites for the player, together
with other useful information about installing and
using it. Once installed, the player can be started by
left-clicking the Launch BBC Radio Player link on the
radio homepage. Figure 2.23 shows the player after
launch, and it does not look anything like the normal
version of the Real One Player.
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This player, like most of the others, has the ability to
use shells. A shell changes the appearance of the
player program, and possibly its functionality as well,
but it is still basically the standard player. In the case
of the BBC version the central column enables the
required station to be selected, as does the drop-down
menu at the top of the column. Note that due to the
use of buffering by media players the Internet version
of a station can lag its normal radio counterpart by
several seconds, or even longer if a large buffer is
used. This is built into the system, so it occurs with
all Internet radio stations and not just those of the
BBC. If you are going to use the time pips to set your
watch, tune into the BBC using a radio rather than
using the Internet.

The text to either side of the central column mainly
provides links to recorded material such as the latest
episode of the Archers and popular comedy programs
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F1g.2.25 The Classic FM homepage

and quizzes. Recorded programs, like the “live”
variety, are in the form of streamed audio. Figure
2.24 shows the player in operation, and the usual tape
recorder style controls have appeared in the left-hand
section of the window. The facilities on offer here
depend on whether the program is “live” or recoded.

Although the audio quality is not bad, it is something
less than true hi-fi. It is remarkably good considering
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the slow bit-rate used, which does not require a
broadband connection. With the FM stations you are
probably better off listening via any semi-decent radio,
but the Internet often provides better quality audio
than you would get from an AM station. The main
advantage from the Internet for many users is that is
provides access to the digital stations. If you are using
some form of non-metered Internet access you get
these stations more or less free of charge. Any
streamed audio or video could be quite expensive for
those using some form of metered Internet access.

Commercial radio

The BBC is not the only source of UK radio stations
on the Internet. Classic FM is available from their
web site at:

www.classicfm.com

Figure 2.25 shows the
Classic FM homepage,
and the link to the online ‘
version of the station is CLASSIC IM

in the On Air Now 4
section near the top left- )
hand corner of the page. MESEN rostc NRLIRERLARS

Left-click the Listen
Now link and then do the
same again on the link in

the top left-hand corner | Listen Nosw
of the next page that Fig.2.26 Operate the
appears (Figure 2.26). Listen Now Link
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Fig.2.27 The Classic FM player in operation

The radio player will then be launched (Figure 2.27)
and you can listen to the station. At one time it was
necessary to download a small program called an
“applet” in order to listen to Classic FM online, but
these days it seems to utilize the Windows Media
Player.

listen ]aZ 'T.

store to jazz tm

Ter: e X @ﬁ-

mon jazz tm azz
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Fig.2.28 The Jazz FM homepage
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Fzg 2.29 The Jazz FM player in operation

Like Classic FM, Jazz FM is where you would expect

to find it on the Internet, which is at:

www,jazzfm.com

The homepage is shown in Figure 2.28. In order to
listen to this station just activate the Listen to Jazz
FM link, which will launch the player (Figure 2.29).

The UK stations of Virgin Radio are also available

online from their UK homepage at:

www.virginradio.co.uk

Figure 2.30 shows the homepage, and the Listen Now

-9
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Fig.2.30 The Virgin Radio homepage

menu is used to access the online station. Placing
the pointer over the menu heading produces the pop-
down menu, and Listen Now is then selected from
the menu. This produces the page of Figure 2.31
where the required station is selected by left-clicking
its link. In Figure 2.32 the Virgin Radio Classic Rock
station has been selected and is happily playing away.
Note that you might have to download and install an
applet in order to listen to the stations in stereo.
However, all you have to do is operate the appropriate
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web you need to download
Windows Media Player. Click
here to get yourself a copy.

Audio Requests from the
talkSPORT Archive
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— or wild about Whale - why not
s qrab a bit of talkSPORT audio

to keep forever" The talkSPORT
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Fzg 2.33 Talk Sport is also on the Inte'rnet

e

button when prompted. Installation is then fully
automatic.

Talk Sport Radio is also available online, and their
web site is at:

http://www.talksport.net

Fig.2.34 The player for Talk Sport Radio
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Fig.2.35 The Windows Media Player

There is a Listen Now link in the large column of links
down the left side of the homepage, but you will
probably have to scroll down the page to reveal it.
Activating this link produces the page of Figure 2.33,
and left-clicking the appropriate link launches the
player program (Figure 2.34).

Radio Tuner

There are many more radio stations available on the
Internet, and it is not difficult to track them down
using an ordinary search engine such as Google. An
alternative approach is to use the Radio Tuner
function of the Windows Media Player. Either launch
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Fig.2.36 Using the Radio Tuner facility

the player by double-clicking its icon on the desktop,
or go to the Run menu, select programs, and then
search for its entry in the list. Left-click the player’s
entry to launch the program. The appearance of the
player will depend on the version you are using and
its operating mode. Figure 2.35 shows version seven
running in Full mode. If
the player is running in
Compact mode it will be
necessary to operate the
button in the bottom
right-hand corner in

Fig.2.37 The Search order to place it in Full
textbox mode.
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Fig.2.38 The search results for “news”

To use the Radio Tuner facility it is merely necessary
to operate the button of this name on the left side of
the window. The player will then look something like
Figure 2.36. The left section of the main panel shows
various stations that are available, and a number of
categories are available in the right-hand section.
There is also a search facility in this section, so you
can type a search string into the textbox (Figure 2.37)
and then operate the button with the arrow icon to
proceed with the search. Figure 2.38 shows the result
of using “news” as the search string.

In order to play a station it is merely necessary to
operate the tiny green triangular button next to its
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Fzg 2.39 Left-click an entry to show zts options

entry. Alternatively, left-clicking the entry itself will
produce two or three options (Figure 2.39), and these
will usually include the options of playing the station
or visiting the corresponding web site. The entry for
each station includes a bit rate, such as “28k”. Most
stations can be used with an ordinary 56k Internet
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Fzg 2.40 Version 9 of the Windows Media Player
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connection, but for
anything higher than
this some sort of
broadband connection is
required.

If you are using Windows
Media Player 9 it is
possible that the taskbar
will not be present down
the left-hand side of the
window (Figure 2.40).
However, there will be a
narrow button having an

Specialist searches 2
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Fig.2.4é - i‘he taskbar is now displayed
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Fig.2.43 The Pandia.com homepage

window (Figure 2.41), and operating this button will
result in the taskbar miraculously appearing (Figure
2.42). The player can then be used to search for radio
stations in much the same way as its predecessors.

Radio search

As pointed out previously, you can seek out Internet
radio stations using an ordinary search engine, and
the searches are likely to be quite successful.
However, there are special search engines for this
type of thing as well as specialist search facilities at
some general search sites. A useful general site with
an Internet radio search facility can be found at:
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www.pandia.com

Figure 2.43 shows the home page, and the important
thing here is the Select menu near the top of the page.
This enables

various types of ~ Sears the web:
Whess [Sourn ]

search to be . Fommsssms s
carried out, F'—(_jﬂ
including one
for Internet |
radio stations  on Vit and search engine |
(Figure 2.44).  OPUM T e

Figure
shows the Fig.2.44 The Select menu
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Fig.2.46 Here Radio Cultura is_beiné_blayed

result of using “classical” as the search string, and
numerous stations from all over the world have
matched this word.

The buttons in the right-hand section of the window
show the available download rates for each station,
and separate buttons are available for the Real One
Player and the Windows Media Player. Only the
buttons that have a green “light” are active, and
operating one of these will launch the appropriate
player and connect it to the seleted station. Figure
2.46 shows Radio Cultura being played, and this
seems to be the Argentinean equivalent of Classic FM
or BBC Radio 3.
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country or a state of the USA

In addition to the search results, the Pandia search
engine provides a list of countries and states of the
USA down the left-hand side of the window. Left-
clicking on one of these countries or states produces
a list of the stations for that area (Figure 2.47). The
Category menu enables the results to be filtered to
stations of just one type (easy listening, folk, etc.).
This method has been used in Figure 2.48, which
shows the sports stations for Australia. Surprisingly
perhaps, there are only three of them!
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Fié.2.4:9 Just three sports statios for Austalia

-l - -

Television

There are hundreds of Internet radio stations. In fact
many stations that previously relied on shortwave
transmitters to spread their programs around the
world now use satellite, cable, and the Internet as
their main means of distribution. Television is, of
course, widely distributed using cable and satellite
technology, but it has yet to make much impact on
the Internet. The main problem is that it requires a
broadband connection to produce anything
approaching to normal broadcast quality. It also
requires expensive hi-tech equipment to supply
broadband television to a significant number of users.

i
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If you go in search of
Internet television
stations it is likely that
you will find a large
number, but most of g e
them are not really true
equivalents of normal
television stations. Even
with Internet radio you
find that some of the ™=
stations are actually Fig.2.49 Operatethe

providing recorded appropriate link
programs and not a “live” stream of their normal
output. With Internet television this seems to be the
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Fig.2.51. Leﬁ-cli_cic a cou_nt;g_; in ch l_z:9t the leﬁ |

norm, and many of the “live” stations are only
available for a limited time each day.

The recorded stations can still be quite useful of
course. The recorded news bulletins for example, are
usually quite up to date. The advantage of this system
is that you always start at the beginning of the
program, whereas you have to connect at the right
time in order to catch the beginnings of “live”
programs. If you wish to go in search of Internet
television stations, this is a good place to start:

www.wwitv.com

Start by left-clicking the “CLICK HERE to watch TV”
link (Figure 2.49), and in the next page opt to watch
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Fig.2.52 A list of stations for the selected country

either all stations or only the broadband variety
(Figure 2.50). I opted for all stations, which produced
the page of Figure 2.51. Left-clicking one of the
countries listed down the left-hand side produces a
list of stations from that country (Figure 2.52).
Operating one of the buttons will launch the
appropriate media player, which will play the station
if it is available.

Figure 2.53 shows the UK version of Bloomberg TV
being played in the Windows Media Player. This
station is a good one for financial news and comment,
and it is one of the few in the UK that is streamed
“live” for 24 hours per day. The BBC News 24 station
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Fig.2.53 Financial news from Bloomberg TV

is another station that is online for 24 hours per day,
but neither of these stations offers a broadband
option. The video is therefore pretty crude. Stations
from around the world are available, and Figure 2.54
shows a broadband Australian news station playing
in the Real One Player. This is recorded and not a
“live” feed though.

Internet television is still very much in its infancy.
Connecting to some stations can be difficult, and will
not necessarily be worth the effort involved. Some
stations are only available if you go through a
registration process, and a few can only be viewed if
afeeis paid. It is interesting to view some of the free
stations though, and there is a reasonable selection
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Fzg 2.54 An Australzan news station

on offer from around the world. Presumably more
variety will be offered in the coming years and the
technical quality will improve.

Finding music

There is clearly a lot of music available on the Internet
via radio and television stations, but music and music
videos are available from many other sources. It has
to be pointed out right away that much of the music
that is available for download on the Internet is
“bootleg” or “pirate” material. In other words, it is
stuff that people have copied from legitimate sources
and made available in breach of copyright. It is almost
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certainly illegal to download and listen to most of this
material even if it is only for personal use. The high
cost of pirated material to the music industry due to
lost royalties has resulted in a more aggressive
approach to dealing with those that upload and
download this material. It is advisable to steer well
clear of any music that might be illegal.

If you put something like “free MP3 jazz” into a search
engine it is likely that many thousands of matches
will be produced. Some of them will probably link to
legitimate sites, but many will link to “pirate” sites.
Many of these sites do not actually contain anything
to download, but are instead designed to con users
into activating links to other sites. This generates
revenues for the owners of the con sites. Anything
you can actually download from a pirate site has to
be treated with suspicion, as it could well contain a
virus, Trojan, or other “nasty” that could damage your
files or compromise the security of your PC.

Of course, there is plenty of legitimate music available
on the Internet, and some of it is free. The free music
falls into two general categories. Some is top quality
material from famous artists, but it is usually in the
form of streamed audio or video rather than files that
can be downloaded and played over and over again.
The second type is from up and (they hope) coming
bands or individuals who use the Internet as a means
of advertising their talents. They provide the material
for free as it is unlikely that many would be prepared
to pay for music from unknowns.

Ty
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Fig.2.55 The Music link is in the Fun section

There seems to be an ever increasing number of sites
that offer music on the basis of so much per download,
or via a subscription that permits a certain number
of downloads per month. This method of distribution
should be very cheap, since the record companies do
not have to press CDs, get sleeve notes prepared and
printed, and so on. In general the subscriptions seem
to offer good value for money if you wish to download
large amounts of music. Some of the pay per track
systems do not look particularly attractive, and could
work out more expensive per track than buying a CD!
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Fig.2.56 There is a search facility (top right)

Legitimate sites

Some free music is available from the Launch service
of the Yahoo! site at:

www.yahoo.com

There is also a UK version at:

www.yahoo.co.uk

At either site, start by left-clicking the Music link in
the Fun section (Figure 2.55). This produces a page
like the one shown in Figure 2.56, and there is a search
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Fig.2.57 Links to other sites provide reviews and
(as here) lyrics

facility near the top right-hand corner of the page.
Try searches using the names of your favourite
recording artists. A search for “Kate Bush” did not
produce anything of great interest, but “Enya” was
more fruitful. There were four videos listed, with
some quite high bit-rates available for broadband
users. Yahoo! has a wider range of music available
on subscription, but only for those living in the USA
or Canada. There are useful links to pages having
reviews of the music, lyrics for the sengs (Figure 2.57),
news about the artist, etc. Yahoo!’s Launch service
is well worth trying, but it only deals with music that
is contemporary or from the recent past.
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Fig.2.58 The Rhapsody facility at Lycos

Lycos has a similar facility to the subscription version
of Launch, and this service is called Rhapsody (Figure
2.58). A limited trial of the service is available to
anyone, but the main service is only available to those
residing in North America. Possibly the Yahoo! and
Lycos subscription services will be made more widely
available in the future.

Classical music

A subscription service for classical music is available
from:

www.classical.com
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Fzg 2.59 The Classzcal Muszc Onlme homepage

There is a free trial of their service, but it is only
available to music libraries! However, a free 15 day
trial is available from the personal version of the site
(Classical Music Online) at:

http://personal.classical.com

Figure 2.59 shows the Classical Music Online
homepage. You have to go through several forms
during the signup process, and the first one is shown
in Figure 2.60. It is not necessary to provide any credit
card details, but it is a requirement that an Email
address is provided. When obtaining freebies on the
Internet it is usual for there to be a registration
process first, and this will usually require you to
supply an email address.
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Fig.2.60 The first form in the registration process

Most companies will not pester you with numerous
unsolicited Emails, but it is as well to play safe and
open an Email account with one of the free online
Email services such as Yahoo! or Microsoft’s Hotmail.
If anyone should start bombarding you with Emails,
they will go to your dummy account and not to your
main Email address. You should visit the dummy
account from time to time in order to keep it active
and delete any Emails that have accumulated, but it
can otherwise be ignored.
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Fzg 2.61 The Classical Music Archives site

The Classical Music Archives (Figure 2.61) claims to
be the largest classical music site on the web, with
over 25,000 full length classical music files. The
homepage of this site is at:

http://www.classicalarchives.com/

It costs 25 US dollars (about 15 GB pounds at the time
of writing) per year to subscribe to this site. A certain
amount of free access is also available, but the
streamed audio for non-paying users is at a relatively
low rate. You have to pay the subscription in order to
download files and obtain higher streaming rates.
Unusually, it does not seem to be necessary to register
with the site in order to access the free content. The
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Fig.2.62 The download section of the HMV site

music on offer is mainly the older variety where the
compositions have gone out of copyright, but I guess
that many would consider this a blessing.

General

If you require a subscription site that has a massive
amount to download, then this one is definitely worth
a look:

www.hmv.co.uk

You can buy CDs, DVDs, etc., from this site, but
somewhere on the homepage you should find a link
to the download section (Figure 2.62). Here you can
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Fig.2.63 The search results for “Schubert”

search for music by artist or title, and Figure 2.63
shows the result of using “Schubert” in the Title field.
The buttons down the right-hand side of the page
provide various options. These are streaming the
entire CD, downloading it to your PC, burning a CD
using your PC, and buying the normal CD. Of course,
you need a PC equipped with a CD writer in order to
burn your own CDs, although most modern PCs are
suitably equipped for this task. Left-clicking on an
entry for a CD produces a list of its tracks (Figure
2.64). A free 30-second sample of each track is
available, and there are options to stream, downlcad,
or burn each track.
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Fig_.2.64 A list of tracks can be produced

The cost of burning CDs seems to be comparable to
buying the “real thing”, and at about one pound per
individual track this does not seem to be a worthwhile
option either. Streaming and downloading are paid
for using a credit system, but the cost seems to vary
from about one penny to stream a track to about 20
pence or so to download an expensive CD. The
streaming quality is less than hi-fi, and you only get
to hear the material once. Downloading provides
better technical quality and there seems to be no limit
on the number of times each track or CD can be
played. However, bear in mind that the downloaded
material can not be copied to a CD or used on another
computer.

-y
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Fzg 2 65 The homepage of Vitaminic.co. uk

A wide range of musical tastes are catered for. Pop,
classical, jazz, easy listening, etc., are all available,
and in substantial quantities. Unfortunately, the high
cost of burning CDs will probably deter many would-
be users of this site.

This is another general music site that is worth a visit:
www.vitaminic.co.uk

Figure 2.65 shows the homepage, and the links in the
top left-hand section of the page enable various types
of music to be accessed. Figure 2.66 shows the section
for jazz and blues music. There is also a useful search
facility. You can subscribe to this site, and a pay per
download system is available. There is a certain
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Fig.2.66 The section for jazz and blues music

amount of free content available as well, and it is well
worth delving into this site to see what you can find.

At the time of writing this, Microsoft has just launched
a new music site at:

http://www.windowsmedia.com

This seems to offer large amounts of free music and
other material in streamed form. The material is
provided by other sites and each piece of streamed
audio or video is accompanied by a pop-up
advertisement for the site concerned. There is a
search facility near the top of the homepage (Figure
2.67), and this provides an easy way to track down all
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Fig.2.67 A search facility is available

sorts of music. It is certainly worth paying this site a
visit.

There are many other legitimate music sites on the
Internet, and these are some you might like to visit:
www.mp3.com

www.dotmusic.com

www.freeserve.com/musicclub
www.ministryofsound.com
www.mtv.com/music/downloads

www.pressplay.com

www.wippit.com
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Fzg 2.68 The search 'results for “Dvorak”

Note that most of these have a strong bias to
contemporary pop, rock, etc. There are numerous
small sites offering music from up and coming bands,
amateur orchestras and ensembles, and so on. A good
search engine will probably produce some interesting
sites, but it will also spew out the addresses of
thousands that are not worth visiting. Many of these
will be decidedly dodgy, so proceed with caution if you
use a search engine to go in search of music on the
Internet.

Some search engines have facilities specifically for
searching for MP3 music files, and the Pandia search
engine mentioned previously has an MP3 option in
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Fig.2.69 First ask ‘Jeeves” a question

the Select menu. Figure 2.68 shows the result of using
“Dvorak” as the search word. This has produced a
number of matches, but some of the files proved to
be inaccessible. Nevertheless, there were some
useful results in the list, and a specialist MP3 search
facility is probably the best way of trawling the
Internet for MP3 files.

People

Finding people is another specialist area where the
general search method might not work very well. It
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Fig.2.70 You are next presented with some options

works well if you are looking for information about
someone who is even slightly famous (or infamous).
There is bound to be some information about them
on the world’s web sites, and any good search engine
should find those sites for you. It works less well when
you are looking for a long lost relative, friend, or
colleague. The search should find them provided they
have a web site, which will presumably include their
name. It will also find some information about them
if their name appears on other web sites for some
reason. With most people though, this method will
not provide anything useful.

One way of searching for people is to go to the
AsklJeeves.co.uk site and type in a question along the
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Fig. 2 71 More search methods are oﬁered here

lines “How do I find so-and-so’s Email address?”
(Figure 2.69). You will then be presented with a
selection of questions to ask (Figure 2.70), and in this
case we require the one that enables a search to be
made for the Email address of someone in the UK.
Note though, that the drop-down menu gives
alternatives to searching for an Email address, such
as looking for a street address or a telephone number.
Similarly, via another menu you can search for
someone outside the UK.

An alternative approach with the AskJeeves web site
is to ask a general question about finding an Email
address, such as “How can I find someone?” This
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Fig.2.72 The Yahoo! Advanced Email Search

should produce a page something like the one in
Figure 2.71. One of the options is the same as before,
but there are others that provide more information
about the techniques that can be used to locate
someone. It also gives an option that helps you to
find a reverse Email directory. With a directory of
this type you provide an Email address and it tries to
find the name of the address’s owner.

Yahoo!

The Yahoo search engine includes one or two facilities
for locating people, but they can be a bit difficult to
track down. In the Email section there is an Advanced
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Fig.2.73 Further searching facilities at Yahoo!

Email Search facility (Figure 2.72) where you can
enter a name and country, and the search facility will
then look for people that match your search criteria.
If you go to the Yahoo.com website and activate the
“People Search” link, the page of Figure 2.73 will
appear. This offers some search facilities, together
with links to further search facilities, but it is only
designed for locating people resident in the USA. At
one time there was a “People Search” link on the
Yahoo! UK and Ireland site, but this feature seems to
have been discontinued.

There is a useful People Search facility provided by
192.com (www.192.com). Going to the 192.com site
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Fig.2.74 The People Search facility at 192.com

and operating the “People Search” link produces the
page of Figure 2.74. Here the name of the person you
are searching for is added into the top textbox. The
other two textboxes are used to indicate the area in
which the person lives. Unfortunately, it seems that
there is no longer a limited free service on offer, so it
is necessary to buy some credits before a search can
be carried out.

There is a “People Search” link on the homepage of
the Pandia search engine, or you can go direct to the
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o

page at this address:
http://www.pandia.com/people/index. html

This page (Figure 2.75) includes a search facility, and
it also includes a number of links to other sites that
include facilities for finding people.

Postcode/address
The Post Office has a useful site at:
www.postoffice.co.uk

As one would expect, this has sections that give the
current postage rates within the UK and for sending
mail overseas, general advice on mailing items, and
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Price deliveries o
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Check addresses g
v ez accessed via t.he menu
Find & Post Office near the top right-hand
Mafing abroad
Special Delivery corner of the homepage
Mait redirections 3 ]
l s B (Figure 2.76). In order to

use either of these
facilities it is necessary
to register with the site
first, but this is a very
simple process. You just have to supply a nickname,
Email address, and a password. You are only allowed
eight searches within a 24 hour period.

These facilities are very useful if you have a partially
legible name and address. With the postcode finder
you supply the house name or number, the street, and
the town (Figure 2.77). The search then produces the

Fig.2.76 The Service menu
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Fig.2.77 The form used for finding postcodes
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Fig.2.78 The form for finding addresses

appropriate postcode. In the case of the address
finder (Figure 2.78) you must supply the postcode and
the house name or number. Ifthe search is successful
it will produce the rest of the address. If no house
name or number is supplied, the search produces a
list of all the addresses that match the supplied
postcode.

Software

If you need top quality items of major software you
have to pay the price, which is often quite high. You
can actually download some normal commercial
software and pay online by credit card. This facility
is offered by some of the large online computer stores,
and in a few cases it is also available from the software
publisher’s site. Often there is a discount for buying
in this way, but there is the drawback that you do not
get a ready-made CD containing the software or any
printed documentation.
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Probably of more interest to most computer users is
the cheap or free software that is available for
download. This falls into about half a dozen main
categories, and it is worth considering these before
proceeding further.

Public domain (PD)

Public domain software is completely free to use in
any way you like. Whoever owned the copyright
originally has decided to let it lapse and relinquish all
rights to the software.

Freeware

This seems to be a modern term for public domain
software. However, some software that claims to be
in this category is free for you to use, but there are
restrictions on its commercial use or redistribution.
This is unlikely to matter to most users, but it is as
well to read the “fine print”.

Open source

This is similar to public domain and freeware. It is
free to use, and programmers can even alter
programs of use part of the program code in their
own projects. There may be some “strings attached”,
but these normally apply only to those wishing to alter
the programs or use parts of them in their own

programs.
Shareware

Most downloadable programs fall into this category.
The exact way the system operates varies from one
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program to another. In some cases the software that
you download is the fully operational “real thing”. You
are allowed to use it without charge for a certain
period of time, which is usually about 30 days.
Thereafter you are expected to either remove it from
your computer or pay for it. If you are dishonest, it
can be left on your PC and it will continue to work
normally.

These days most of the programs are fully
operational, but only for a trial period that is usually
between about 15 and 30 days. An alternative
approach is to have a limit on the number of times
that the program can be launched. Either way, the
program is unusable once the limit has been reached,
and reinstalling the software will not get it working
again. It can be reactivated by paying the appropriate
fee and following the instructions that will then be
supplied by the software publisher.

In a few cases the downloaded software is not fully
working. With a word processor for instance, you
might only be able to have a hundred words per
document. Alternatively, some functions of the
program are omitted. Programs of this type are called
“crippled” programs, and are probably not worth
downloading. It is not possible to properly assess
programs that have major features missing or will
only permit tiny amounts of data to be used.

Trial programs

Trial programs are essentially the same as
shareware, and they are programs that will only work
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for a certain period of time. These days the majority
of trial programs are complete and fully functional,
but might lack some of the extras such as clipart and
utilities that are supplied with the commercial version
of the program. Trial software differs from the
shareware variety in that there is normally no option
to pay a fee and make the program fully operational.
Instead you have to buy the program in the normal
way, uninstall the trial software, and then install the
commercial version.

You will probably encounter references to “demo”
(demonstration) programs, and this term is often
used as an alternative name for trial software.
However, in some cases it is software that provides a
running demonstration that describes the features
of software and shows you how to use them. Running
demonstrations are undoubtedly useful for showing
you how to use software and showing the features
that are available, but are not proper substitutes for
fully operational programs that you can try for
yourself. I would definitely advise against buying
software on the strength of an impressive running
demonstration alone.

Finding software

If you are interested in a specific program, using the
name of the program in a search engine should
provide some useful links. If you would like to go in
search of shareware and freeware programs in
general, there are sites that specialise in searching
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Fig.2.79 The Shareware.com homepage

for these types of software. One of the most popular
is:

www.shareware.com

Despite its name, it does provide links to other types
of software including freeware and some commercial
trial programs. The homepage (Figure 2.79) has a
search facility, but you must select the appropriate
operating system from the menu before starting a
search. In most cases the default (Windows) will be
the one that you need, but it is possible to search for
software that runs under other operating systems
such as Linux and those used on Macintosh
computers.
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F1g.2.80 The search results for “spmadsheet”

In Figure 2.80 the word “spreadsheet” was used as
the search string, and a scrollable list of results from
various sources has been produced. The list includes
spreadsheet programs and add-ons for popular
software of this type. You can search for programs
by name, and Figure 2.81 shows the result of
searching for the popular ZoneAlarm firewall
program. Links to several versions of the program
have been found.

Another useful software search facility is available
at:

www.download.com

Figure 2.82 shows the homepage for this site, and the
search facility is in the top right-hand section of the
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Fig.2.81 You can search for programs by name
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Fig.2.83 Download.com includes a directory

section lists the most popular programs in the general
category that was selected. Left-clicking a
subcategory produces a list of programs (Figure 2.84).

In order to download a program it is necessary to first
left-click its entry in the list. This will take you to a
page that provides more information about the
program, and in most cases there is a link to the
publisher’s web site. There will also be a “Download”
or “Download Now” link. Usually it is merely
necessary to left-click this link in order to make the
File Download window appear (Figure 2.85). If this
fails to have the desired effect it might be necessary
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program list

to right-click on the link and then select Save Target
As from the pop-up menu.

If this fails to work properly and you just get error
messages, it is likely that the link to the file is “dead”.
Note that sites like Download.com do not normally
have the program files stored on their own site. They
are simply providing links to files stored on other sites.
If the link does not work it is possible that you will
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Fig.2.85 The File Download window

have better luck if you go to the publisher’s web site
and look for a link there. The link to the file on the
publisher’s web site should be up-to-date and
(hopefully) working. If you can not get any of the links
to a file to work properly it might be worthwhile trying
later in the day, or a day or two later. A fair proportion
of shareware is not successful and simply disappears,
so some programs will simply not be available any
more.

Assuming that the Save File window does appear,
operate the Save button. The usual Windows file
browser will then appear (Figure 2.86) so that a
destination for the file can be selected. You can just

ek
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Fig.2.86 The usual file browser appears next

settle for the default folder, but I would recommend
making a folder specifically for downloading program
files unless you only intend to download one or two
programs. The text in the “File name” field can be
altered if you wish, but do not alter the extension (the
three letters to the right of the full stop). These
indicate the file type to Windows and certain
applications.

Operate the Save button to go ahead and download
the file. A window like the one shown in Figure 2.87
will show how well (or otherwise) that the download
is progressing. The time taken depends on a number
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of factors including the size of the file, the speed of
your Internet connection, and the speed of the server

supplying the
=% file. Progressis

46% of wanh221 exe Compiated

- N unlikely to be
- more than
;:'hiz'l_enmmm,wow:::vlmt\ N abOut One
o e e megabyte every
g i Wi a0 three or four
o minutes when

| | o= || using a 56k
connection.
Much higher
speeds are
possible with a broadband connection, but will only
be achieved if the server is fast and is not dealing
with large numbers of users.

F‘ié.2.87 The progress wind;)w

Download times

Large program files of 100 megabytes will often take
about half an hour using a broadband connection, but
would be more likely to take five or six hours with an
ordinary dialup connection. Either way, large
downloads require patience. If something goes wrong
during the download it might be possible to left-click
the download link and resume the download from
where you left off. However, this will usually result in
the download starting from scratch.

There are programs called download managers that
try to optimise the download speed and will also,
where possible, resume broken downloads. FlashGet

P
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and Download Accelerator Plus are two popular
programs of this type. You will certainly need a
download manager if you wish to download large
programs using an Internet connection that cuts off

after you have been on the Internet for an hour or ;
two.

Once the file has been downloaded it can be installed.
This is most easily achieved where the downloaded
file has an “exe” extension to the filename. This
indicates that it is an executable program file, and
running it should start a normal Windows style
installation process. Probably the easiest way of
running an executable file is to locate it using
Windows Explorer and then double-click on its entry
oricon.

Some programs are supplied as compressed archives.

In other words, the files needed for installation have

been compressed into one file that was made as small |
as possible so that it downloads relatively quickly. In |
fact some executable files are compressed archives.

Running a file of this type causes the archive to be
decompressed and stored on the computer’s hard

disc drive. In most cases though, a decompression
program will be needed, such as the popular WinZip

program that is used for decompressing files having

a “zip” extension. Decompression programs are
available from sites such as Download.com.

Risks
If you were to design a system that would make it
easy for viruses and other computer “nasties” to
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spread around the world as quickly and efficiently as
possible, you would probably end up with something
very similar to the Internet. Computer viruses can
be spread in other ways, and it is important not to
overlook this fact, but the Internet has become
synonymous with computer viruses. If you are going
to download files via the Internet you need to be aware
of the risks and should take the appropriate
precautions.

There is actually a variety of program types that can
attack a computer system and damage files on any
accessible disc drive. These tend to be lumped
together under the term “virus”, but strictly speaking
avirusis a parasitic program that can reproduce itself
and spread across a system, or from one system to
another. A virus attaches itself to other programs,
but it is not immediately apparent to the user that
anything has happened. A virus can be benign, but
usually it starts to do serious damage at some stage,
and will often infect the boot sector of the hard disc,
rendering the system unbootable.

It can also affect the FAT (file allocation table) of a
disc so that the computer can not find some of the
files stored on the disc. The disc can be attacked in
other ways, and it might even be rendered totally
inaccessible. The less subtle viruses take more direct
action such as attempting to erase or overwrite
everything on the hard disc, or erasing the system
files while flashing an abusive message on the screen.

A virus can be spread from one computer to another
via an infected file, which can enter the second

i
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computer via a disc, a modem, or over a network,
which includes the Internet. In fact any means of
transferring a file from one computer to another is a
potential route for spreading viruses. A program is
really only a virus if it attaches itself to other programs
and replicates itself.

A program is not a virus if it is put forward as a useful
applications program but it actually starts damaging
the system when it is run. This type of program is
more correctly called a “Trojan Horse” or just a
“Trojan”. Another form of Trojan is the “backdoor”
variety. This makes it easier for hackers to access
your PC, and perhaps steal important information
from it.

Virus protection

This is a case where the old adage of “prevention is
better than cure” certainly applies. There is probably
a cure for every computer virus, but identifying and
eradicating a virus can take a great deal of time. Also,
having removed the virus there is no guarantee that
all your files will still be intact. In fact there is a very
good chance that some damage will have been done.
In a worst case scenario there may be no choice but
to reformat the hard disc and reinstall the operating
system and all the applications software. It might be
possible to rescue some of your data from the disc
prior to reformatting the disc, but all the data could
be lost.

Most anti-virus programs will run in the background
and automatically check any newly downloaded file
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f{g.2.88 The Grisoft homepage

for viruses. In fact most will automatically check any
new file, including those on CD-ROMs, etc. Some
even check for things like malicious scripts in pages
that are downloaded via the Internet. These scripts
try to do things like changing your browser’s default
homepage (the page that loads each time you launch
the browser), or other settings.

There are plenty of commercial anti-virus programs
available, but there are also one or two really good
free anti-virus programs. It is certainly worth visiting
the Grisoft web site at:

www.grisoft.com
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On the home page there should be a link in the list
down the left-hand side called something like “AVG
Free Edition”. Activating this link will bring up a page
like the one in Figure 2.88. This gives some
information about the free version of the AVG anti-
virus program and provides a link that enables it to
be downloaded. You do have to go through a
registration process, but it is worth the effort. Anti-
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virus programs soon become out of date, but monthly
updates to AVG are available free of charge. It has a
reputation for being very efficient, and it certainly
detected a couple of backdoor Trojan programs on
my system that a certain well known commercial
program had failed to detect. It is one of the best
freebies on the Internet.

Another useful freebie is the standard version of Ad
Aware, which is a program designed to locate and (if
required) remove “spy-ware”. This type of software
is not usually as risky as viruses and Trojans, but most
regard it as an invasion of privacy. Spy-ware would
typically track your surfing habits and send this
information to a third party. Some spy-ware also
changes your homepage setting, and possibly other
Internet settings of your computer. The freeware
version of Ad Aware is available from this site,
together with more information on the program and
Spy-ware:

www.lavasoftusa.com
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Point to remember

It is possible to search successfully for most things
using an ordinary search engine, but with some types
of search there are better methods, such as using a
specialist search engine or database.

There are many sites that offer music that you can
download and play using the Windows Media Player
that is supplied with Windows. However, few of these
sites operate legally. The sites that are legal will often
require a subscription or other payment for the music
that you download.

Music videos are also available, but most of these can
only be streamed if you have some form of fast
Internet connection. Some can be played on the
Windows Media Player but others require the free
Real One Player to be downloaded and installed.

There are many Internet radio stations around the
world covering jazz, classical music, pop music,
financial news, and many other topics. The audio
quality provided by most of these stations is fine for
speech, but the quality of music is often a trifle
disappointing.

Internet television stations are also available, but few
seem to provide “live” streaming. Most provide a
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selection of recorded programs that can be streamed,
but they can still be useful and interesting. A
broadband Internet connection and fast streaming
are needed to produce something approaching
normal television quality.

In order to find people, addresses, telephone
numbers, etc., it is usually necessary to use specialist
search engines and databases. Many of these are only
of use when looking for people living in North
America. There are good services of this type for the
UK, but these days they are not usually free.

It is possible to download many types of software via
the Internet. Some of this software is genuinely free,
but most of it is limited in some way such as only
operating for a certain number of days. There is some
good free software though, and it can be fun to try
out different types of software.

When downloading anything, but particularly when
downloading programs, take due care not to introduce
any malicious programs into your PC. There are free
anti-virus programs and other software that will keep
your PC free from viruses, Trojans, etc. If you do not
use this software, or a commercial equivalent, you
will probably regret it.




3

Just for us

Wrong generation?

There is perhaps a general perception that the
Internet is for the young, and that it offers little for
those who have reached thirty something or more. I
think it is fair to say that there is probably more on
the Internet for youngsters than for the older
generations, but the quantity of information on the
Internet is now so great that there is certainly
something for everyone. The percentage aimed
specifically at the older generation is not large, but it
is still substantial in absolute terms. By necessity,
many of the sites are country-specific. If you need to
know about UK benefits there is no point in looking
at sites in the USA or Australia.

Even so, there are still plenty of sites that are of
interest to over 50s in the UK. Of course, a web site is
of interest to people of most ages if they are interested
in the topics covered by the site. For example, a good
site on photography is cf interest to photographers of
all ages. This chapter is concerned with sites
specifically for those over 50, and sites that have a
large content of particular interest to this age group.
General sites that are likely to be of interest to many
people over 50 are covered in subsequent chapters.

[u—y
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Age Concern (www.ageconcern.co.uk)
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I would guess that Age Concern is the biggest and
best known UK organisation that campaigns for the
rights of the elderly. It also provides numerous
leaflets giving advice on matters such as housmg,
heath, and benefits. These can be requested via their
site or you can download them in Adobe PDF format.
Many documents on the Internet are now provided
in this format, and you need to have the reader
program installed on your PC in order to view them.
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Fortunately, the Acrobat Reader program can be
downloaded free of charge from Adobe’s web site, and
a link to the download page is provided wherever PDF
documents are offered. The documents can be
printed out from the reader program if your PC is
equipped with a suitable printer. In addition to the
leaflets, there are some useful links on the Age
Concern site, together with information about the
organisation itself.
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Its official (www.over50.gov.uk)
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This is the official government site for the over 50s.
It is effectively two sites, with separate sections for
Scotland and England/Wales. There does not seem
to be a section for Northern Ireland. There are guides
in PDF format and some links to other sites for the
over 50s.
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Pensions (www.infodpensioners.gov.uk)
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Another government site, and as the name suggests,
it provides information for pensioners. It provides
information about a range of topics such as money
and tax, bereavement, learning, travel, and leisure.
The amount of information on each topic is not that
large, and it is primarily aimed at helping you
determine what is and is not applicable to your
situation. There are links to other sites that provide
more information if you need it.
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Pensions Service
(www.thepensionservice.gov.uk)
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This is the official site of The Pensions Service, which
is part of The Department of Work and Pensions. It
contains advice for those planning well ahead, those
approaching retirement, and those already in
retirement. It provides a large amount of general
information about the way in which the pension
system operates, how to make claims, etc. Note that
like the other government sites it only provides
general information about the way in which things
operate. There is no financial advice in the normally
accepted sense of the term. With something as
complex as pensions you may need expert advice
from a financial advisor on some aspects of things.
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Government directory (www.ukonline.gov.uk)
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Not really a site for the over 50s, but one that it is well
worth knowing about. It is effectively a search engine
and directory for government web sites. It includes
local government sites as well as government
departments. If a government department of any type
has a web site, then it should be listed here. 1
managed to find my local council’s site in about ten
seconds.
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Seniors Network (www.seniorsnetwork.co.uk)
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The Seniors Network site is an independent site that
describes itself as an “information resource”. This it
certainly is, and it contains information on a very wide
range of topics. It seems to be a sort of “rough guide”
to being a senior citizen, and it definitely does not take
a “rose coloured glasses” approach to things. This is
a very useful and interesting web site.
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50 Connect (www.50connect.co.uk)
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If the sites covered so far are a bit on the heavy side
for you, this one should be “more up your street”. It
is an online magazine that has articles covering
subjects such as holidays, health, gardening, and
finance. There is also a forum where you can discuss
your interests with others. You have to join in order
to access some features of the site, but registration
is free.
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IDF50 (www.idf50.co.uk)

DR. MAC'S COMPUTER
CLINIC

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE

For those concerned about animals and the ethics of clinizal
trials :

All medications prescribed by Dr. Mac HAVE been tested an live

computers |
Tr: WI-F,.
r YOI ritai 194 ii

IYOL |
[ iihe Day|

Dr. MAC's COMPUTER

CLINIC
No. 32

-

DISASTER RECOVERY PART 2
Bring Your PC Back to Life
Dear Readers |

« Have you EVER experienced the moment when you tried to -l
mﬁ i il LR B N | ,3_'-'@[.\ —~v-—- ’)

Another light-hearted site, its full title is “I Don’t Feel
50”. Amongst other things, it has articles on travel,
computers, health, poetry, and work, together with
forums. It has been around since 1997, which in
Internet terms makes it at least as old as its target
audience!
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Laterlife (www.laterlife.co.uk)

Welcome to laferdife Today
September 2003 =35

laterlife
news

tf you are interssisd n shor
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frisny tstwrify viviturs. This Teanth in N0 j0b The latest
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Another general site aimed at those aged 50 or more.
There is a useful “welcome” page that gives
information about the purpose of the site, and a site
map that helps you to find specific features. There
are some guides and articles, but the site is more
commercially oriented than the other sites featured
here. Of course, if you are looking for a handyman or
a holiday this would probably be considered an
advantage.
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Over 50s (www.over50s.com)

ficored T . RN R VIIL N 2 i
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3 A R srnams Breae $ - DS - N

the | Free Gift Just For Responding &
generation

Saturday 6th

.;.,- 03

in ansocmann wih AXA Sun Lite Dvect a Sun LIFE
Over 50s take to the Net

2 April 2001

How did we ever live without the
internet? That’s a question
growing numbers of over 50s
are asking themselves as they
take to the Intemet like ducks to
water. In fact over 50s enjoy
the intemet so much they’re one of the fastest
growing groups of intemet users according to a
report by Barclays Bank. Their research shows that
‘sitver surfers' are becoming more: confident in theie
internet use than Britain’s youth.

Barclays has developed a Consumer internet
Confidence Index to track increases or decreases in
internet use. The quarterly index is based on
research among 1,000 adults aged 15 and over,
and is based on actual use of the intemet.

. ; ‘ S g T

sl

This is yet another general site for the over 50s,
covering the usual mix of news, health, travel, home,
garden, etc. There is also a useful legal section with
advice about making a will, dealing with age
discrimination, etc. It is a very professionally
produced site.
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Retirement Matters
(www.retirement-matters.co.uk)
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residert GP Dr DavidDeMn. This s

month's piece |s about Your heaith

while on holiday and #iso for those Independent Trave! and Tour operators
who live abroad] De teke a look at Dr  offering campetitive quotes whatever
Detvin's sensible and meidful article, and your frave-needs. For a personal
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This site includes some useful information, including
quite a large article on making a will. It also has a
large number of links to sites covering subjects such
as genealogy, bereavement, and mobility.
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NIACE (www.niace.org.uk)

niace

S | NIACE Publications
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NIACE is the leading UK publisher of material on adult learning. This on-
iine catalogue provides details of all titles currently in print as well as
listing New Titles and Forthcoming Tifles. There is also a bagk list which
show titles which are out of general circulation bul are stil available.

Browsing

If you are interested in adult education, the web site
of your local authority, and nearby authorities, should
have details of the courses they offer, or information
about obtaining these details. General information
about adult education can be found at the NIACE (The
National Institute of Adult Continuing Education) site.
Various publications are offered by this site and there
is a useful search facility.
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City & Guilds (www.timetolearn.org.uk)
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The “Time to Learn” site is the online version of the
City & Guilds directory of learning breaks and study
tours. In other words, it is a directory of holidays
where you go somewhere nice to learn to paint, or go
on a tour to learn more about certain places. There
are search facilities that will produce a list of (say) all
the art courses situated in the south west of England.
There is also a useful list of links to other adult
education related sites. If you are really serious about
education there is the Open University site
(www.open.ac.uk). The elderly apparently have a high
level of success with the Open University.
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Wise Owls (www.wiseowls.co.uk)

become
‘Age Positive

|- :
Champions'  EMPLOYERS:

- How much
Law do you ?
know?

For the Iaat!oycus,Wiul
Owis has campaigned
against age discrimination in
the workplace. This work
has now been recognised

by The Government's Age
Postive Campaign

Full story here

You can see the range of 1
services we're currently
offening. However, we  ..sices o rmoes
weicome people with ideas FREE Empioyer s Seminars
and energy to join us so that
we can broaden the
services offered by and to
the over 455

Wise Owls is an organisation that campaigns against
age discrimination in the workplace. It carries a
certain amount of news and comment, but much of
the site actually seems to be devoted to adult
education, with particular emphasis on courses for
those over the age of 45.

ey
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Bereavement Register
www.the-bereavement-register.org.uk/uk/)
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Bereavement
m WYCINTRER m
I‘: W The Bereavement Registe s a sesvice specifically designe. to remove fiom td__ =
__} databases and malling file, the names and addresses of people who have L
g died. {
P;J At this ditticult time you will want to remembes the good tmes with tondness, 'h‘ﬂ
K you will not want to be bambarded by badly twgeted diec: mail to someone L)
who has recently passed away.

hﬁ ‘Regrettably, direct maii sent To peopie who have died caumes distress and f’ !
1 serves only as an unforus ate reminder , The BereavemertRegisters aim is to

? - put an end to most of the direct mall that your recently dedarted “woulkd™ have y
i_ received ;{‘
& « By completing the form at the bottom of this page, undrers of companies wik
be able identify thal your ekstive or friend has died and by doing this hese

! names and add esses wilt be removed from the database and mailing file,

¥, This form is for registesing residents of the United Kingdorn. For residents of h 1]
;- other countrles please clek here —
h"_' . Q'Iﬂ

+« How does it work? »

These days most people are on numerous databases
and mailing lists. It can be very upsetting to keep
receiving mail for deceased relatives, even if it is only
junk mail. Unfortunately, this is something that can
continue for several years. The Bereavement
Register provides a free service that helps to remove
deceased persons from databases and mailing lists.
It is unlikely to be 100 percent effective, but it should
greatly reduce the amount of distressing mail
received.
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WidowNet (www.fortnet. org/WldowNet)

m Thank you for visiting WidowNet, an information and
o Wiwd et fayre self-help resource for, and by, widows and widowers.
';ir Topics covered include grief, bereavement, recovery,
\ ,_:Ew and other information helpfut fo people, of all ages,
| FoAmars religious backgrounds and sexual orientatons, who have
1 Foynbs7in suffered the death of a spouse or life partier. If youre
I Yo Oopns ituepcter: not sure about how to navigate the site, pl2ase see the
!  Ema Forums FA
} ko RC Cha EAQ.
. woé}m"‘ Comments and Ideas from Other Widows
Widewdor.. ° Dumb.Remqus and Stupid Questians
: t.m he Holid
* m
| o vononan ° Ypu know ygurqqemng better when ...
| o Suwig osmﬂg_w!Lw_me_T_ckser (]
H'.mm Boos v * Old Message Board Feb - Mar 1993
Loy g * New Message Board -
* Goet Bom -

iﬁ‘i_ = " Grief or Bereavement In the News

boF : » Widow's grief turns into election vtory - Columbia
:-E. Daily Tribune - November 12 2000
F & ® On Qur Own Térms - Moyers on Dying PBS - 9/10
be m- and 9/13 /2000

- e On death and living - Pittsburg Post-Gazette Sept

17, 2000 |

» A window into a nation_of widows - US News and
World Report - September 11, 2000

WidowNet is written for and by widows and widowers.
It deals in a direct manner with awkward issues, and
provides an online forum. This site is based in the
USA, but much of the content is equally applicable to
the UK.
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Saga Magazine (www.saga.co.uk/magazine)

Semena Afott on singledom and the over-fifties
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Saga is synonymous with the 50 plus age group, and
it is a company that is well known for its insurance,
holidays, and other services. I suppose that many of
us considered ourselves to be official “wrinklies”
when we qualified to buy Saga products. Saga
publishes a magazine, and it is also available online.
It is possible to access back issues as well. There is
an interesting mix of articles, and the magazine is
not just a disguised advertisement for Saga products.
As far as I can see, there is no charge for the online
version of the magazine.
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Retirement Site
(www.the-retirement-site.co.uk)

The RETirement Slt_e

Information for people leaving
their jobs

Are you leaving your job because of early or normal retirement,
severance, redundancy, il health? Whatever the reason, there are
many detailed questions which need answers. These pages give
gudance on the main areas of concem to you when you leave your
jobs.

Social Security
What do | do about National Insurance Contributions, signing on, State
Pensions? VWhat if | am ili? Can | get help with mortgages, council tax
etc? Where do | go for information?

Taxation
VVhat is my tax position on leaving, can | get any rebates, how do |
work out my tax? \What am | taxed on when | leave?

Company Pensions

What do | need to know about my company pension and what do |
need to check? Can | join another scheme and if so what should | look
for?

Wilis
Have { got 2 Will? \What happens if | don't have one?

onsider? How do thé

i
Vhy invest money? VWhat factors should | ¢
] e DL A ] i met

S

The Retirement Site seems to be aimed at those
approaching retirement rather than those who have
already retired. If you are approaching retirement,
or have recently retired, you will probably find
answers to a lot of questions at this site.
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ARP (www.arp050.org.uk)

benefits o What state benefits you could
be entitied to.

caring e Usefis information for carers  3»
or those making future cars
provisio-,

sems0cese

education e Improve your mind or learn 2 :
new skil. -

financial e Sugg=stions for making the
most of your money.

if I'd known | health e« The latest information on i

commos medical conditior’s and
was g‘Oiﬂg to how to reat them,
live this long, Pdl yourhome o Leoking afteryourmost &
wrportant asset - here or
have take —
better care of|
myself.’ insurance e A rundown of a the different & |
5 types.
[ legal e The test way to organise for
EEwk (JaﬂES o the future. R
FH'e'bert) Blake lifostyle « Evervthing you want to mow ‘
i about getting the best out of ife
i Avar tha 2~a f AN ..'J
@ emaitus a voice and focus for the over-6's in the UK

= -

ARP (Association of Retired Persons) describes itself
as the leading campaigning and social organisation
for those over the age of 50. It is necessary to join
this organisation in order to gain access to all its
facilities, but there is a lot of information available
via the “HELP SECTION” link. There seems to be
no charge for accessing this information.
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Retirement with a purpose
(www.retirementwithapurpose.com)

Devotions Quotes E-Cards 'News Saptember 9,
Weather Bible Search 2003

37;;;'{;;; o The Perks of Being Over 40
Globe

Witnessing . Kidnappers are not very interested ir
Things to Do you.

Overseas . Ina hostage situation you

Needs are likely to be released first.
Finance . No one expects you to run
Heaith into a buming building =
» Hobbies L Pe_ople calt at 9 pm and ask. A
Joke "Did | wake you?"
. People no longer view you as a Great fun
hypochondriac. with the
Grandparenting . There is nothing left o learn the hard ~ @randiads!!
Marnage way.
Lite Stories . Things you buy now won't wear out.
Prayer . You can eat dinner at 4 pm.
> Spititual Walk . You can live without sex but not witho ut
glasses.
. You enjoy hearing about other people’s
operations.
. You get into heated arguments about
pension plans, *

) P — L e~ =

There are plenty of sites for the over 50s that are
based outside the UK. These often have plenty of
interesting and amusing material, but bear in mind
that any sections on such things as pensions, benefits,
etc., will not be applicable to those in the UK. This is
a Christian site based in the USA, but there is plenty
of material of interest to Christians and non-
Christians alike.
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Hells Geriatrics (www.hellsgeriatrics.co.uk)

100 x|
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@eriasric Will of Wights
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fesowed Lrsehes 1o by WOty ard Meost desenang of 2ersin CunaIderabons and courtesies from
the Sociaty of our creation Not @ the manner of Condescengion. Gnging Priviiege, of pocrty
drisguIsec Paronige under sufferance, il us -

*Absoiute Rights of Entitiement in Perpetulty.’
Therefore, Be t Known to &ll Men by These Presents, The following Rights and
Prvileges are hereby bestowed upon all, who, by effort and determination,
crowned the frutts of their labours in achieving the alleged Golden Age of Five and

Sty Years, and are now esjoined to fully exercise those enttiements hereunder
dened, but not restncted to:-

Remirisce winoul resirasnt or regar iC sccuracy.
Practice unbndied grumpiness Whe gver ——

Depiore euro-desecraton of impens Sandards

Not o& greens OF prunes it they coat rant tc

Wave ther sticks and yel st ids cr sicfsboards,

Live hows of digruty anc respent woul ndicule
Conserve thair faculbes by resting Pyl eyes, requently

Be spared from using Cash Dispersen:, Video Games, Computers, Mo Fhones ana ali othel’
wickad tomptabons of the Deml

Definitely a site “with attitude” this one. If you have
no intention of growing old gracefully, then you will
find plenty of interest on this site. There is also a
Hells Geriatrics group on Yahoo! where you can
correspond with like-minded people. The web has
plenty of Monty Python fans, so I was confident there
would be a similar site at www.hellsgrannies.com. I
was mistaken though, although it will probably turn
up in due course.
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Equipment For Daily Living 2% e . i

P Soxownrs bughport
He v

W8 Section B: Finding out and getting : '
¥ equipment for daily living I =

If you would like more information and advice on
WA ~ the different types of gadgets around, there are &
[T Y] Number of organisations that can help. You can
News find contact details for all the organisations
Viewpoint mentioned in this section at the end of the
Serdoes information sheet.
Support Us Th v

e Disabled Living Foundation operate a
Shopping telephone and letter advice service on all types of

disabllity equipment, clothing and footwear. They

Text can suggest what equipment might best suit your
too needs, and give details of local suppliers.

Home

small? Ricability produces a range of booklets which
provide practical information -and advice for older
and disabled peopie on choosing products and
services. Products covered by the leaflets include
telephones, washing machines and walking
frames. Contact Ricability for a publications list.

If you would like to try out different types of
equipment, you can visit a local Disabled Living
Centre. There are lots of Disabled Living Centres
_around the cauntne whare s candns cnt all earke —
— L e z

Last, but certainly not least, Help the Aged is a large
and well-known organisation that campaigns for the
rights of the elderly. Their web site has news about
their campaigns and details of fund raising events. It
has a new section that provides advice on a range of
topics, and there is also a forum where you can post
your opinion on the latest contentious issues. There
is a section that explains the range of services that
Help the Aged provides. Well worth a look if you are
in need of help or would like to provide help.
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Legal
matters

Rights and wrongs

The number of UK sites dealing with legal matters
seems to have reduced in recent years. There are
still several good legal sites on the Internet, but it has
to be pointed out that they are not intended to be a
substitute for proper legal advice from a solicitor or
lawyer. They are intended more as means of checking
your rights. In simple cases this knowledge might be
all you need, with the rogue company (or whatever)
seeing reason when they realise you know your legal
entitlements.

With more complex cases you can check whether you
“have a leg to stand on”. If it looks as though you
need expert advice there are sites that will put you in
touch with a solicifor or a lawyer. In the case of
consumer rights there are sites that deal specifically
with this issue. In fact quite a high proportion of the
legal advice on the Internet seems to be devoted to
this subject, but there is plenty of advice on other
aspects of the law such as housing, employment, and
wills.




Legal matters

CAB (www.adviceguide.org.uk)

Family
Heuith s M
Housing Adviceguide What's New
E ducation | Advite Bl neies 8 Offeence
Educstion of -
A { DAILY Yahwager tor your local CAD
yogminancy, | Welaome to Adviueguide, the website that provides Krciial
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 Jeavel 4 Burel Transport
YOUR RIGHTS Published by Citizens Advice, the site -
prichie i Oriving test safety check
1 Y ® puts practical. relisble. up-to-date intormation
———)‘ stz iige A Compensation for tax crodit
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:@ ® covers @ wide range of topics dalery
. _'_] | o s cantinvausly reviewsd by uur team of Winter (usl payments
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Clymis Agisw (5 Scotiand and Wales St
of =t ® provides mformation in English, Weish,
3 <
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CWrace Advos

Your local CAB (Citizens Advice Bureau) is a good
place to start if you are having legal difficulties. The
online version of the CAB is called the Advice Guide,
and that nicely sums up its purpose. It covers a wide
range of topics including consumer rights, benefits,
health, housing, education, employment, debt, and
taxation. It is kept up-to-date, and there are versions
for England/Wales, Northern Ireland, and Scotland.
If you decide that a trip to your local CAB is required,
there is a useful search facility that will locate the
CAB offices in your area.
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CAB-2 (www.nacab.org.uk)

This is the official site of the National Association of
Citizen Advice Bureaux, but it is very different to the
Advice Guide. It is principally about the organisation
itself rather than trying to provide online help.
However, this site gives some useful background
information on the organisation, information about
how to volunteer, and there is a link to the advice
guide.
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Legal matters

Compact Law (www.compactlaw.co.uk)

£ Poch | | Gonploynert | tiwesing | tatemet | wilis | funl Document List |
B oocument cenmme f - L}
CompactLaw - Public Housing |
Subscribe to Compactiaw - Free |

Search Legal Information

Public Housing FactSheet  Gr: ds for P ion for
L b Tenants of Assured Tenancies
Housing Benefil
i - Before any action can be taken to '
® Houglug Ombudsimen

R obtain a Possession Orde- from the
* lntrductiry Tonancies Court, the Landiord must serve a

* Houslug Intunctions Notice of Intention to seek |
» Groynds lof Possession - Councll  possession.
o Astied Tengucies

o Grounds Jor Pugsession - Assyied  How, much notice needs to be given

o Dufending Possession Procesdings Will depend on which ground the

o Eviction by Bailift Landlord uses as a reason for
getting a Possession Order. (See

i below for grounds)

* tipman Rights Act 1998 9 i

* Addmases & Telepborw: Numbers  For grounds 1, 2, S, 6, 7, 9 and 16
the Landlord must give two months

Legal Topics notice.

* Accident Claime For grounds 3, 4, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13,

o Adoption 14 14A 18 and 17 the land , ; ﬂ

This is a commercial site, but it seems to have a large
amount of free information on a good range of subjects
including housing and consumer rights. It is perhaps
less wide ranging than the Advice Guide site, but
those subjects that are covered are covered in some
depth.
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Click Docs (www.clickdocs.co.uk)

i Clickdocs w-_-;_ .
(] Intelisctual Property —— - .o
| °°C"'"'"’:5 Intellectual Property
Busmess forms
Divorce Forms You should take steps to protect your intellectual property (iP).
Employment Forms Examples of IP might be your company name or brand, artwork,
| Housing Forms music, designs, images, processes or knowiedge.
Incorporation Forms
Internet Law Forms Three main areas of interest:
VWills & Probate
Eree Documents Patents: you can register a novel design, device or process and get
| Patent protection. This means others cannct use this device without
Information your permission. If the device becomes pubdic then you will not be
Advertising Law abie to get z patent. You may wish to get a patent in countries that
Banking Law are significant markets eg UK, EU, USA and Japan. You can find
i Charity Law more information at: Patents
i Maidng Claims
i1 Consvumer Law Trademarks you can register a term or an imagé as a trademark.
Conveyancing This will help you develop and protect a brand that is valuable to :
Pata Protection your business. This does not need to be done, but it helps define ]
i Education Law who owns the *brand” in event of potential conflict. For more 1
i1 Environmental Law information see: Trademarks
| Family Law
Ingefiectual Property Copyright: @y onginal work (eg art, music, writing) belongs te the |
Medical Law designer by right, uniess he chooses to surrender it to others. To |
Pension Law protect # yoy can use the © symboi to wam others who might wish
Property Law to copy t, and & helps if you can date (and prove &) the work in |
Public Law event of any subesequent discussions over ownership. For mare i
TaxLlaw information read: Copyright
Travel Law |
- For further reading about the whole iP area, vistt inteftectual -
R o N T T i ]

This is another commerecial site, and its main purpose
is to provide legal documents, such as a will for
example, that can be downloaded and customised. I
suppose that it is a sort of online version of the forms
and help packs that are sold by some stationers.
There is also some free information and some useful
links to other sites.
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TSI (www.tradingstandards.gov.uk)

RN R Y ey —

Trading Standards

CENTRAL

Advice Leaftet Listing

jl Advice leaflets are isted beiow. Click on View' to see the complete text.

Further leaflets specfic to Northem ireland can be found on the Northern
Irefand Trading Standards Service webstte.

Problems with goods

o Buying Goods *ves  #ee Gr= w

o Buying Goods ' " &=

o Hiring Goods » v *~ crm =

e Hinng Goods ®7es ==t

o Your rights to cancel when buying at home » "
o Your rights when buyng on credit **=* = cv= =
e Your nghts when buying on credit > *we 8=

o A guide to wise shopping at one day sales » ™
o Is the trader right? "ves tes cr= &

o |s the trader right? »e»e o

Phcmelon ot Lommar it ddenta the et cms s Pallle a- P o o dadfomat b oian

This site is maintained by the TSI (Trading Standards
Institute), and it has a number of large sections. The
one that is likely to be of primary interest is the
Consumer section, which is selected via the link near
the top of the homepage. Then select the Advice
Leaflets section via the button in the left-hand section
of the page. The site includes a huge range of leaflets
that can be read online, and most types of product
and service are covered, as are your rights when
buying on credit, over the Internet, etc. A
comprehensive coverage of consumer rights in fact.

[—y
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Watchdog (www.bbc.co.uk/watchdog)

l T 0BC - Watchdog - Le4e ary - Micro soft Il Cgarse
B lﬁﬂ

| 3 Back v -

Wuch with the TV

Moy wipre e 2 - 100 fight nows

Log¥ Fain T emmet tin vane

p—" / Use this printer

P foecnt: filandty wewslon

Loy Glowowry

Vertatens Acceptance ! :'::";"'

’ There are 3 ways in which a buyer will be regarded as  scones

{ having ‘accepted’ goods. * Haw your

About the warles got om air!

BEC o f he tells the seller he accepts L Omt ]

Contact Us o if he retains goods beyond a reasonable time ey 'ty
without teliing the seiler that he wishes to reject -

Help them

« if he does an act which suggests that the selter so
Like s page? longer owns the goods (e.g._ if he gets someone
Sowibia other than the seller to repair faulty goods)
fneng’
Acceptance prevents a buyer rejecting goods for breach
of contract (e.g. f goods are faulty)

The BBC’s Watchdog programme has its origins back
in 1970s where it grew out of the Nationwide
programme. Back then it was The Consumer Unit,
and this part of the programme was presented by
Richard Stilgoe. Watchdog is still going strong and it
has a substantial presence on the BBC’s web site. As
one would expect, there is a substantial amount of
advice on offer, including a very useful glossary of
legal terms and some guides. Ycu can download
Watchdog letters to help you complain about an
unsatisfactory holiday, poor workmanship, etc.
Definitely a site worth investigating.
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Solicitors-Online (www.solicitors-online.com)

e iaot apuiotart 34 O0F $0.08.03 . 14128 S, TANES wolrdys

Sachers Orive enarms v 16 aearch Lisw Soraty racardt 19 oo e res Ol oo Salrier s, Saaeeoresi 1200000
f ayand o | R0 s WL}

10 YTy SECEFT e tierg wouly culyiiie Brghet ard View, et soliur s wd NELS SrRoved I CORINIOS,
oty el D PLOSC oactior reitr 19O Liber Shumiy'y L+ e Lipaitir i St st Bsoaers, Mow %6 Saaih

L wgag == ]

o o o
| Sondilass W cind on Dol prachain g <o S urse

= = [ s

p-umm _], Sotacior sasech
e e o el s

{eromtms ncems @ TSN Braa o

et e mtersany [ 4 Zachoscesnt P% |

* O 8 o et e b cenpesns (EVENY] [RERE]

L

Smartiung fur 8 U frm ar Buiesrhont aadclien (9 Fngiend and Watss:

TRArS arw twvo wars 18 Semrch uang Sairtery Ortre

& Byrweron =
o oo
i k Losmon semciee
] ] I A ocapar eserches 100 how 1we YO Tt ) VAR TAnT
I 119w Datte 10 UL B ATTIN Priap R @0 wrmrever ORI, Wyt Rty § Uosooee

v wow ¢
3. Iy e reh s T GOBKCUSY % T red 1RGPy § KCER AR make Rbon il

The Solicitors-Online site is maintained by the Law
Society, and it is a database of the law firms in the
UK. It includes a search facility that enables a
solicitor to be found by name. Alternatively, you can
supply a location and it will provide a list of the nearest
one hundred solicitors for that location. Details are
available for each company listed. You can also search
for a law firm that specialises in a certain aspect of
the law (agriculture, fraud, employment, and so on).
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Legal Aid (www.legalservices.gov.uk)

S Leafiis omelsh Losflots
2O Loua) Late-wgs iam ssafises

Sooring L oun sy
o . Howto find legal assistance .
Guokases
| F— On 1 April 2000 the Legal Aig Board was replaced by the Legal Services
if Qeatty warn Commission. The Legal Sarvces Commission has responsibility for two schemes -
e the civil scheme for funding cwil cases as part of the Conmuntty Legal Service, the
s Criminal Defence Service ahch provides advice and representation for peope facing

cnminal charges.

“va The Legai Senvices Commission will only pay solicitors ard other organisations to
| Nt provide help if they can maet certain standards. Organisations which have met the
| et Commission's standards wilt Jisplay the Community Lega Servce Quaity Mark or
d CDS logo {see left).

H you would like to find oct more about the different sorts of help available and
whether you are likety to quasify for funding from the Legzl Services Commission have
a look at our leaflets,

b4 You can log on the CLS webstte at www justask.org.uk ta search for the name of a
solicitor or advice agency near you. You can also search for legal information and
2 advice.
}%' How to obtain copies o‘the printed CLS Directones
#f you require copies of the CLS Directories please use the CLS Directory o der form
i [ — - = and send # together witt 3 cheque for the relevant amount to: Wiliam C-owes
‘,_3- Ltd., Baccles, Sutfolk, NF34 9QE. o
(M ttweieamaenichs gov siam o T T e

The rules governing legal aid have changed in recent
years, and this site has a lot of information about the
new rules and regulations. Information leaflets can
be ordered from the site or downloaded in printable
HTML or Adobe PDF formats. HTML incidentally,
is the coding used for ordinary web pages, so the
leaflets in this format can be viewed on screen like
ordinary web pages. They have no tiny text so they
will be easy to read if they are printed.
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CJS (www.cjsonline.org)

3

1 = . ™~ 3 .-_‘\ - --V . i
Expenses and benefits Crimtmal dustice Syategs
You may claim :

{ » traveling expenses
= a subsistence allowance
= an allowance for other financial loss.

Travelling expenses .
l You may claim the cost of the retum jouney between your
‘ home and the court as follows :

= If you use the bus or frain : the 2nd'class retun fare, ~ QUICKLINKS:
« If you have to use your car ;

[Chrend Aern =
= an aliowance based on the number of miles you .
[Aorking within the €5 =]

have travelled. You will normally be expected to
take the most direct route to the court.
= Parking fees may be paid at some courts. Contact the
court office to find out about this before you pay any
fees.

= In an emergency or where there is no bus or train [CsPotuas. o]

which you could use |

G
= the court may pay the cost of a taxi. Always check
with the court before you take a tax. If the court 7“
agrees to cover the cost of a taxi you must get a
receipt from the driver.

This is a government site that explains and provides
general information about the criminal justice system
inthe UK. There is a great deal of general information
about the structure and workings of the criminal
justice system. There is also specific information on
such things as the rules governing expenses for jurors
and crime prevention measures. This is a large site,
but a simple menu system makes it easy to navigate
what could otherwise be a confusing site.
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Financial
sites

Shrinking resources

When the stock markets boomed in the late 1990s, so
did Internet sites dealing with stocks and shares in
particular and money in general. Like other sites
created during the dotcom boom, financial sites found
the going very tough when the bubble burst. The
largest was UK-Invest, which was originally part of
Freeserve, the Internet service provider (ISP). This
site is now long gone, as is the UK version of The
Street and some of the other top sites.

This is not to say that there is a shortage of money
related sites. The amount of information available is
probably less that it was at the peak of the dotcom
boom, but there was inevitably a lot of duplication
between sites. The amount of unique information lost
when each site disappeared was probably quite small.
In the early days practically all the information was
free, but some of it is now only available on
subscription. There are still plenty of good financial
sites out there. Some of the originals have survived,
and a few have actually expanded. One or two new
financial sites have appeared. Whether you need
information on insurance, funds, shares, loans, or any
other financial topic, there will be a few good sites
that tell you everything you need to know.

[rt




5 Financial sites

Find (www.find.co.uk)

The Find.co.uk name suggests that this is a general
search engine, but it is specifically for finding financial
products. There is a search facility in the top right-
hand corner of the page. Products are placed in ten
groups, with each group having a number of
subcategories. For example, one product group is
headed “Insurance”, and this has subcategories such
as car and home insurance. Each subcategory
contains lists of companies that provide the selected
service, together with brief details of each company.
Operating a link for one of the companies takes you
to the relevant web site. This is a simple and
straightforward site that is comprehensive and easy
to use.

ey
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Ukfind (www.ukfind.biz)

U Protection
lncome Protection UK
lacems Proteciisn 1sn

.S
S Hormaage Protection
UK Mortgage [psurance
Crivxal Momes 1 :ﬂwm Lifs Inswianc
Morwacge Pavment

fonihs Pratection Insurance

Health inssrance froe.
_H’le,(ﬂl b“m Heme Loan,

| fe-morinsge
Insurance —
| Intarnaticas! Madicpl  oranes
Temurance
l Abost LIFIND B2

Find.co.uk is probably the biggest financial directory
site, but there are others. Ukfind.biz has one of the
most basic homepages you will encounter, but it is
none the worse for that. Like Find.co.uk, it has a
search facility but it is primarily intended to act as a
directory for financial web sites. It is much more
limited in its scope though, and it only covers
insurance and mortgages. The coverage within these
fields is pretty impressive though. There are no best
buys categories or facilities for finding best buys. If
you are after insurance this site could be worth a look.
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Financial sites

Unbiased (www.unbiased.co.uk)

Fiad an indapendeént thnancial adwiser - Microsoft internst Explorer
Fis E% Uws Favortes Yools Help

S Back v = O:QQIQSMMMJQQQ_&BW

Addre B“H'l:.//mmbo ed.c0 .k
QW Find an IFA
e, sl Sk

Preage (ick o0 anther FAS for caPSUMErs’ or WAS i Duacenses
- Dalaw Seiert confitanail Yom over 10 000 FA Canra | bwmas

ﬂ" . Take
Q 'ZXACtIO" € A Promofion"s wet ste appeers on berest of Brimn's rxieperiind francel seers

_click bece 0 Pr 30N I e UK end I8 approved By & 0orson reguasioc Dy e Fnancisl Services
= Aurorly

Regiersd otfiog FA Pramatan Lid 90 St Vincent Sreet Gleagow 62 U8
Regsiered i Scolers No 114606 VAT no 524792821

The nome IFA Promebon anc the Independent Financal Advae: (IFA) logo
Access to and use of 0
Lo mote
thwm adter b mastipmct 10 &= Biijter ) M umion] A remotion Limied
¥R Promotion websne
erms end condilions

snd privecy poscy

This site is owned by the UK’s independent financial
advisors, and its primary purpose is to enable private
individuals and businesses to find a local advisor. On
the homepage you select the consumer or business
option, and then on the next page you supply your
postcode and choose from certain criteria such as
your area of interest (ISAs, equity release, etc.). Next
the Find IFA button is operated, and a list of six IFAs
is provided. These are the six IFAs that are
geographically closest to the supplied postcode and
that meet your criteria. Telephone and fax numbers
are provided for each IFA, together with an Email
address and link to their web site where applicable.
If you need the services of a financial advisor I
suppose that this is the obvious starting point that
could avoid wasted calls.



Financial sites 5

FSA (www.fsa.gov.uk)

Regulated Firancial Services
The FSA aims to maintain efficient, orderty
and'Clean hnancial markets anc heip retad
consumers achieve & flan des!

Caonsumer seivicas

Mortgage and x
General insurance money
New FSA Telepnone Regulation regime
Number Are you thNrd n
b e || TR |
s acmnstration of generd | | traimng The FSA
020 7066 1000 e | I
e 117 we T S
~ Handbook Oniine " integrated sox twon?
K‘;?::Aonsolmc :ﬂnﬁlﬂ Prudential
SA Handhook of rues
Frlpr Sourcebook (PSBJ FOA Armgl
and puidance .. oo Nl Come b h&‘é‘m
on erq the s lo " .
_ PSBimem . meetnigon 17 ady A
VWebcast of the
procesdngs

g et | Prevac, Pricy Stagment
Page fast updated 22/8/2053 | ® Financlal Services Authority

Until recently there were several government
organisations overseeing financial services in the UK.
Now practically everything financial is governed by
the FSA (Financial Services Authority). If you have a
complaint about a financial company or simply
require more information about the rules and
regulations, you will probably find the information you
require on this site.
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Financial Ombudsman
(www.financial-ombudsman.org.uk)

welcome to the
financial ombudsman service

the Financial Ombudsman Service

provides consumers with a free, ‘:::d’“
independent service for resolving vehat to do if
disputes with rya you have a
financial firms 1) P financial
‘?Fr&"'gm‘" complaint ...

® your complaint
and the
ombuydsman
our consumer
leaflet

complain news links jobs special needs search & ombudsman o

€ Financial Ombudsman Service Limited, 2000- y

2003 news

our monthly
newsletter

* technical
briefing notes

¥ annual reviews

=

The FSA is responsible for enforcing the rules
governing financial services, but they do not deal with
disputes between individuals and companies. That
is the role of the Financial Ombudsman Service. This
website has a lot of information about the financial
rules and regulations, and how to pursue complaints.
There are online publications that can be downloaded,
including one that explains how to make a complaint.
The publications are available in several languages.
The services of the Financial Ombudsman are free
incidentally.
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Scams (www.fsa.gov.uk/consumer/scams)

What does it all mean?
You may have seen
phrases like this in letters, e
mails or on Internet sites.
This sectios gives more
information about what they
mean, how they are trying
to trap you and how to
avoid being caught.

Next

* Censurertop Homs

When the Internet came into being, so did a whole
range of new scams. There are a number of web sites
that deal with scams, but this is one of the best. 1t is
actually part of the FSA site. It covers various types
of scam, and not just the Internet variety. There are
several sections with each one devoted to a cifferent
type of fraud. First you are shown the approach by
the fraudsters, then the details of the fraud, and finally
there is advice on how to avoid getting caught. There
is also a useful section that provides links to other
sites that provide information about scams and
avoiding them. If you are new to the Internet and
using Email it is well worthwhile going through the
information on this site and some of the linked sites.
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The Motley Fool (www.fool.co.uk)

Quotes: r

Spotlight St 20 g 1re
2,500 Off Your Credi Cerd?
Enter the Mctiey Fool's ®(2,500 Off Your Credit Card?” £2.500 OFF YOUR

promotion and be & winner. As featured on biliboards across
London.

iy Compere Top Savings Rates - Apply Now CREDIT CARD? _’
Eamn up to 4.3% interest on your savings. Compare savings
rates from ING Direct, Cahoot and more. Apply online and
start earning 4 better rate of interest

Fool Exclarlys - Halfax Crad¥ Card 9% Fer t Monts,
m Halifax are offering 0% interest on balance transfers and
purthases for 9 monthe. Check out this.and other great
offers, and apply online.

200 OF Your $)esiik Qg

Improva your Finances

Oniine Brodery Creon Cardy

Take advantage of low dealing charges Click here to see somw of the best credit card deals
index Tracker b

An ideal iow cost way of investing in the stock Bavings

market. Don't let your money dawdie in a low-interest

A account.

Find out why you shouid have an ISA every year, Personat Losns

Mortgages & Re-morgages Looking for cheap loans, or to consoldate debts?
Get the mortgage that's best for you. Qftyet & Currend Accouit.Mofigages

T i —_ .Lﬂ'mua.m.mﬂ.ggmmm,mngv_ W

The Motley Fool is an American company that has
branched out into the UK. It publishes numerous
books on all matters financial. Although it is best
known for its books on investment, the site also covers
other topics such as credit cards and insurance. As
the name of the company and the site address
suggest, things are treated in a light-hearted manner
in an attempt to make mortgages and insurance fun.
The advice given is accurate and sound though. 1t is
a large site that provides articles on various aspects
of finance, plus stock market data and quotes, a
discussion board, and much more.
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Search: [ & Quotes: | & [woweTo Oy
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Baport printing
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If you would like to learn more about financial matters
you will probably find plenty of interest on this site.
Much of the site’s content is aimed at beginners, but
there is also some material for those with some
experience of the financial world. Of course, you can
buy Motley Fool books online from this site. One slight
weakness of this site is the small pop-up
advertisements that appear each time you move to a
new page. It is necessary to go through a registration
process in order to access most of the content, but
registration is free.
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Amp (www.iii.co.uk)

LIUUIE Portfolo  Shares  1SAs & funds  Everyday finances  Le
Register My profiles Customer servees 5ivn map ADOUR 3

Ampla: better mvesting ks Mids or
: f ding fi | websit e
Weicome 1o Ampie, one of the leading financial websites in the UK s
e ———
| TaBor make yeur ISA & Ampte. Mix g A U 10 T NGt rom lesding fund providers within the same ISA
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This site was originally called International
Interactive Investor, but it was bought a few years
ago by the Amp, the large Australian company. Many
of the original features were retained though, so it is
more than just a site to promote the products of Amp.
The original site covered investing rather than
general financial matters, and there is still a bias
towards investment. However, there is some general
financial coverage of topics such as travel insurance,
mortgages, and credit cards in the Everyday
Finances section.
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TrustNet (www.trustnet.com)
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TrustNet is quite definitely not a general financial site.
It specialises in investment funds such as unit trusts
and investment trusts. A number of educational
guides are available from this site, so it is worth
looking at these if you do not know your ISA from your
ETF. The main purpose of the site is to provide data
on funds such as unit trusts, investment trusts, and
venture capital trusts. You can look up the current
unit or share price for practically any UK based fund.
There are contact details for the manager of each fund
including (where applicable) a link to their web site.
There is also data showing the past performance of
each fund and you can even draw graphs showing the
historic performance of a fund. A great site for
performance monitoring or selecting funds.

01



2

Financial sites

Fund advice

Tp: theh Wih your moume, #8 net wm the return
oy

Health & Biotechnology - the case for (25
Investing. Vo

Heaith and Biotechnology are two specialist areas of the W
market where investors have most ltkely heard the
termunology but may be unsure as to the exact nature of

=

these investments. or ever why they should consider them
s an Wnvestment at all. It would therefore seem prudent to
highlight the reasons for investing within this asset class.

T
| Demographics Is one of the major dnvers bating the crease it
I of As the workd's ages, Aness that
once mcapackated us it middie age can now be lreated alowang us to Ive much
lcnger tves. This leadh to an exceptionally strong case for arguing that there wil be
|Mml“e¢ requeemnent for heahcare products snd servces. The phenomenon
n ncreased populston growth after World War H, imown colloquially as the "baby-
boomers®, mesns that ss It generstion approaches retirement age the voume of
| retwees wit ncrease 10 &3 gremiest ever lpvel

As the pagudstion ages there 3rg an ncreasing mamber of #nesves winch are
conwidered Tete-Me” inesses. ¢ g artivtes, Alzsheimer's dhease, Parkimeon's
dmease and cancer. ARNough the treatment for these condihons and others has
ITGiove0 Over the past decade, i stll continues to tak short i terms of care, jet
aione cure. The creates a cemand that many comparses are Inang 1o satisty
Mrough the oeveiopment of new treatments snd therapees
1

Technological development drives 8 large amount of the change withessed within
ihe healhcare sector, be & from Irformation technology (covenng mproved data
manegemnernt 1o the sequencing of the human genome prosect) 10 NNavetions withn
,!hep'wmoo«lldmw.
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Several of the larger independent financial advisors
have web sites that provide news and information
about investing. The type of content varies
significantly from one site to another, but there are
often articles about specific types of investment, news
on changes in fund management, and this type of
thing. These four sites are worthy of investigation:

www.bestinvest.com
www.chartwell-investment.co.uk
www.h-l.co.uk (Hargreaves-Lansdown)
www.allenbridge.co.uk
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Education (www.schwab-europe.com)
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Charles Schwab is a stockbroker and the European
arm of the company is now owned by Barclays. Their
web site includes what they call an Education Centre
where you can learn about various financial topics.
All of the courses are free. The information on the
sites of other brokers tends to be much less wide
ranging, but useful background information about
share dealing can be found on these sites:

www.halifax.co.uk
www.tdwaterhouse.co.uk
www.stocktrade.co.uk
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DigitalLook (www.digitallook.com)
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There are plenty of sites offering financial news.
DigitalLook provides research on individual
companies, news about market activity, directors’
dealings, etc. There are also sections that deal with
funds and personal finance. The personal finance
section includes guides to online banking, home
insurance, credit cards. It is therefore more than just
a financial news site. Much of the content seems to
be accessible without registering with the site. You
do have to register in order to use some of the more
advanced features, but registration is free. Itis a site
that is actually much bigger than it appears to be at
first, so take some time to explore it.
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ShareCast (www.sharecast.com)
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ShareCast is now effectively part of the DigitalL.ook
site, and it can be accessed via a link on the
DigitalLook site. It remains a separate site though,
and it can be accessed directly at the address
provided here. Unlike DigitalLook, this site is
exclusively about financial news and reports. In
addition to the news stories on the site there is a
roundup of the financial news in the press. About the
only non-news facility I have found is a facility for
charting stocks. This is one of the smaller financial
web sites, but it is delightfully straightforward to use.
CityWire (www.citywire.co.uk) is another financial
news site that is worth a look, but some of its content
is only available on subscription.

205



5 Financial sites

BBC News (www.bbc.co.uk/news)
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The BBC site seems to have just about everything,
and it certainly has a very large news section. Left-
click the Business link on the homepage of the news
section and the business news page will appear. The
“Business” link in the left-hand section of the page
will expand to provide a menu that gives access to
further pages of business and financial news.

206



Financial sites

Teletext (www.teletext.com/finance)
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Teletext is available online, and as one would expect
there is a financial news section. In fact the news
section includes more than news, and there are
articles on various aspects of personal finance and
investing. Some of the content is actually provided
by This Is Money (www.thisismoney.com), and is also
available by going direct to this site.
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Yahoo! (http://uk.finance.yahoo.com)
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Yahoo! seems to provide a massive amount of
financial news and data on all their web sites, and
the UK site is certainly no exception. Stock quotes
are available for the UK and more than a dozen other
countries. These are delayed by about 20 minutes
incidentally, and are not in real-time. Historic data is
available and this can be downloaded to a spreadsheet
program. A stock charting facility is available, each
day there is a roundup of share tips from the
newspapers, and there are beginners guides to
insurance, mortgages, etc. You might also like to try
Lycos (http://finance.lycos.com) and MSN (http://
moneycentral.msn.com), but these are primarily
aimed at users in the USA.
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Reuters (www.reuters.co.uk)
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A lot of the financial news stories on the Internet
originate from the Reuters news agency. Yahoo! for
example, uses Reuters as its primary source for
financial news and data. It is possible to “cut out the
middle man” and go direct to the Reuters UK web
site. This gives general news coverage, and the
financial news can be accessed by operating the
“Business” link on the homepage. The menu in the
top left-hand section of the page provides access to
stock quotes, charts, broker’s forecasts, etc. The US
version of the site is available at:

www.reuters.com
This has recorded television news reports.
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ADVFN (www.advfn.com)
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There is a certain amount of material for beginners
onthe ADVFN site, but it is primarily for experienced
users who trade shares, covered warrants, etc. There
is no information on such things as credit cards,
personal loans, and insurance. You need to register
with the site in order to get at most of the content,
and the more advanced features are only available
on subscription. ADVFN is one of the few sites to
provide free real-time prices for UK shares. The free
content also includes a large and popular bulletin
board where you can discuss financial matters with
other users. News is available from the site, and there
is a free Email service where market reports are sent
out three times per trading day. This is a great site
for those who are deeply into stocks and shares.
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MoneyAM (www.moneyam.com)

This is a relatively new site that was set up in direct
competition to ADVFN. The facilities on offer are not
identical to those of ADVFN but they are broadly
similar. Like ADVFN, the more advanced features
are only available on subscription.
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UK-Analyst (www.uk-analyst.com)
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This site is so new that at the time of writing it has
not commenced operating in earnest. It should have
been in operation for a while by the time this book is
published. The idea is for each of 20 experts in various
aspects of finance to provide one article per month.
A new article will therefore be added to the site each
weekday. The articles will provide share tips, market
analysis, and general comment on the markets. It is
necessary to register with the site in order to access
the content, but registration is free. There has been
a general trend on the Internet for the type of thing
that was once free to be available only on subscription.
This site seems to be trying to reverse that trend.
Presumably the contributors will be using this site to
promote their own sites and publications.
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Inland Revenue (www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk)
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There are plenty of sites that give advice about income
tax and other types of personal taxation, but this is
the place to go if you require information “from the
horse’s mouth”. There are various help and FAQ
(frequently asked questions) sections and tax forms
that can be downloaded. These days you can even fill
in your self-assessment forms online and get your tax
bill calculated in an instant. Fortunately, this site is
easier to navigate than the average tax form.
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Money Supermarket
(www.moneysupermarket.com)
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There are several sites that provide comparisons of
financial products so that you can find the best deals.
Money Supermarket is probably the biggest UK site
of this type, and amongst others it provides
comparisons of credit cards, loans, and motor
insurance. Of course, there is little to be gained if
you already have good deals, but many people save
hundreds of pounds a year simply by switching to
different bank accounts, etc.
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Which? (www.switchwithwhich.co.uk)
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This site is run by the publishers of the well known
Which? magazine. The site, like the magazine, takes
no advertising and therefore has some justification
in claiming to be completely impartial. The aim of
the site is much the same as that of the Mcney
Supermarket site. It tries to find you a better deal for
mobile phone tariffs, current accounts, tour
operators, and energy suppliers.




5 Financial sites

NS

Not only but also

There are a number of other good financial sites,
and these are all worth a look:

www.bloomberg.co.uk
www.moneyxtra.com
www.trade2win.co.uk
www.tacticaltrader.com
www.nothing-ventured.com
www.yourmoney.com
www.tiscali.co.uk/money
www.uswitch.com
www.unravelit.com




Heath and
fitness

Self help

For as long as medical encyclopaedias have been
available it has been possible to read through one and
find that you have the symptoms of just about every
disease known to man. It would be easy to fall into
the same trap by going to some of the health and
fitness sites on the Internet. There is a vast amount
of useful information out there on these subjects, but
this information must be used sensibly. Do not let
your imagination run wild. Ifit is clear that you need
medical attention, the place to go is your doctor and
not a web site. On the fitness side of things, try not to
get carried away. A fitness regime designed for an
Olympic athlete is not going to be suitable for you or
me! If you suffer from a serious medical condition it
is essential to consult your doctor before starting on
any form of exercise.

An important point to bear in mind is that there are
plenty of web sites offering cures for just about
anything, but they are mostly scams of one sort or
another. Using these sites you could soon lose lots of
money, damage your health, and perhaps import an
illegal substance. Stick to the respectable sites and
give the rest “a wide berth”.
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Health and fitness

ASH (www.ash.org.uk)

ASH/ Passive smoking
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A large percentage of doctors seem to agree on the
best way to improve the health and fitness of the
nation, and that is for everyone to quit smoking. ASH
(Action on Smoking and Health) is the biggest
organisation in the UK that campaigns on this issue.
Their web site has a large amount of information on
smoking and passive smoking. As one would expect,
it does not “pull its punches”. There is, of course, a
large section devoted to giving up smoking.
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BBC (www.bbc.co.uk/health)
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Yet another useful section of the BBC’s “mega” web
site. Its primary purpose is to support the BBC
television and radio programs that deal with health
and fitness, but there are numerous articles about
health matters. There is in fact a subsection that
deals with health and fitness at 50+, and there are
plenty more articles in other parts of the site that
cover topics of interest to this age group.
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NHS Direct (www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk)
NHS Direct Wales (www nhsdirect. wales nhs.uk)
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This is a government web site that is designed to
prevent the National Health Service from being
clogged up by minor ailments and hypochondriacs.
It is the online version of the well-known telephone
helpline service. There is information about a wide
range of illnesses, and what I suppose is a sort of self-
diagnosis system where you can find out the likely
cause of your symptoms. Itis a huge online resource
that can be extremely useful if used sensibly.
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Health Centre (www.healthcentre.org.uk)
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Apparently this site was set up by a GP in order to
give patients access to good and reliable medical
information via the Internet. The strength of the site
is not so much in the medical information it contains,
as in the huge number of links it provides. If you need
to know about a particular disease for example, it will
probably be possible to find a link to some information
via this site.
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Travelling (www.doh.gov.uk/traveladvice)
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Travelling abroad and catching something nasty
seems to be a growth industry. This site is maintained
by the Department of Health, and its purpose is to
provide information about staying healthy when
travelling overseas. It also has sections that give
advice on what to do if you should be injured or fall ill
while outside the UK. Definitely worth a look,
particularly if you are about to travel to somewhere
exotic.
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Cancer BACUP (www.bacup.org.uk)
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This site claims to be the UK’s biggest cancer
information service, and it is probably fully justified
in making this claim. The site has detailed
information about various types of the cancer and the
treatments for each one. There are links to NHS
online leaflets and a range of publications can be
bought from this site. A great deal of information
about coping with cancer is on offer, which is largely
what this site is about.
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Keep Fit (www.keepfit.org.uk)

If you are reading this book you are presumably old
enough to remember Eileen Fowler and her keep fit
programs on the television. This method of exercise
is still going strong, and it is promoted by The Keep
Fit Association. Their site has details of some
exercises that you can try for yourself, complete with
plenty of illustrations. There are also details of joining
the association and attending local classes.
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Walking (www.whi.org.uk)
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This is the site of the Walking for Health Initiative. It
explains the benefits of walking in order ta keep
healthy and gives advice on such things as how far
and fast to walk and how often. It is a much smaller
and simpler site than most of the others featured here,
but it tells you what you need to know in
straightforward manner.
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Age Concern (www.ageconcern.co.uk/
AgeConcern/information_358.htm)
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The Age Concern site is featured in chapter 3. This
is a page of that site that provides links to a number
of health related sites. There are links 1o sites dealing
with specific illnesses such as Alzheimer’s, sites
dealing with disability and mobility problems, and
sites covering the general area of heaith and fitness.
There are links to numerous top quality health and
fitness sites here.
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Hobbies

Spare time

We supposedly have more leisure time as we get older,
but I can not say that I have actually noticed this effect
yet. Anyway, the Internet is the ideal for people
wishing to tell the world about their hobbies, and for
companies trying to sell hobby related goods. On the
internet there are sites that cover pretty well
everything from sky surfing (www.skysurfer.com) to
bog snorkelling (http://llanwrtyd-wells.powys.org.uk/
bog.html). Strangely, the ultimate in easy to
remember (or should that be difficult to forget?)
Internet addresses, www.bogsnorkelling.com, is still
“up for grabs”.

There are certainly too many hobbies and pastimes
to cover them all here, but a range of hobbies that
are popular with the “Saga” generation will be
considered. Using a good search engine such as
Google it should not be difficult to find sites for the
more unusual hobbies. The size and quality of the
sites for minority interests varies enormously, but
there are some good ones out there if you are
prepared to spend some time looking for them. There
are several good and large sites for most of the more
popular hobbies.
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Local clubs (www. uk-websntesdlrectory co.uk)
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It is worth bearing in mind that there are local
societies and clubs for many hobbies and sports. Also,
local authorities run part time courses for many
creative hobbies (painting, flower arranging, etc.),
and in some cases a few sports as well. Most local
councils now have a web site, and this should give
details of the available courses or tell you how to
obtain details. This site is actually a general search
engine for web sites in the UK. However, if you use
the name of your town, local authority area, or nearby
towns as search strings, it will usually produce many
links for local clubs and societies. It should also
provide the Internet address for your local authority
and nearby local authorities.
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This is the companion site for Yachting and Boating
World magazine, and the menu near the top left-hand
corner provides easy access to a range of boating
related magazine sites. Obviously the sites are
designed to promote the magazines, but they contain
a lot of boating news, forums where users of the sites
can discuss boating matters, a directory of boating
related businesses, and much else. Definitely the best
feature is the massive database of new and used boats
that are for sale. If you are not in the market for a
boat it is good fun to “window shop” for your ideal
yacht.
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Walking (www.ramblers.org.uk)
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This is the site of The Ramblers’ Association, which
is the main organisation for those who like to go for
country walks. If you wish to find details of group
walks in a particular area or details of your local
rambling groups, with the aid of this site you should
quickly and easily find what you are looking for. There
are also news stories, information on getting started,
and much else in this huge and impressive site.
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Lawn bowls (www.lawnbowls.com.au)
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Arclight Bowls Club
Colchester, Essex, Essex, ENGLAND
District: Essex

Aveley Bowls Club
Aveiey, Essex, Essex, ENGLAND
District: Essex

Realistically, one would not expect bowls to have the
same sort of presence on the Internet as (say) football,
which is just as well because there are surprisingly
few sites devoted to this sport. There are some good
sites, but some of them are spoilt by the barrage of
pop-ups that appear when you enter the site or change
pages. This site seems to be free from pop-ups, and
although it is based in Australia it provides worldwide
coverage. The directory of clubs includes the UK,
and just about everywhere else. There are news and
results for the major tournaments around the world.
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Golf (www.golftoday.co.uk)
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I can not claim to be a golf fan, but this site seems to
be highly rated by many of those that are. It carries a
large number of reports on tournaments and other
golf related stories. The coverage concentrates on
Europe, but there is also some worldwide coverage.
There is a directory of UK golf courses with contact
information and some basic details for each one.
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SAA (www.saa.co.uk)
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As far as I am aware there is only one national
organisation in the UK for amateur artists, and this
is the Society for Amateur Artists (SAA). Thereis a
commercial aspect to this organisation and site, but
the commercial interests are not allowed to dominate
things. It does mean that a lot of the material on the
site is from top professionals in the art teaching world.
You do not have to be a member of the SAA in order
to access their site, but you do have to join the national
organisation in order to join one of the local groups.
It is a relatively new organisation that was set up in
1992, so there are likely to be older art societies in
your area as well as the SAA groups. The site contains
galleries of members’ pictures and tutorials by
experts. It is well worth a look if you are an amateur
artist or would like to become one.
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Gardening (www.bbc.co.uk/gardening)

[ DRED CATEGORIESTVRADIOCOMMUNICATEWHERE I LIVEINOEX SEAR _ =
I SUNDAY SO o ARTRRES ¢ WA ¢

;&%&M Li‘fESMb‘Garmning _PESTYLE NAVIGATOR a

Tad AT P MLDAT > MOTUENE

e o

“Any idess for

aelernng syl

and fuxae in my

wiban gerden?

= Can you help
Carel?

s v -

Alvwys st the
internet wah this
plge

J emnorrem
Subscrbe 1o our
fren newslenve
anc ba the feat to
hear what's new
Convam Yo e oemeo
Misseq

g Guidonam’
Quesaton lime on
Raco 47 You can

Auturn sthece
B s Adan TRCwnarsh revedl: which

0obs 1o Lackie and e best jkaes to
Evwen Fow £ cohuatut dapkes of (obage,
Gtrree et bev et and frult

P oe— Coeting wmary
? Toach chédren tc kientity foC st wwes and
PlINts with Our Jeaf geogect. We have 2

—— Sultxrt OF lien s s 10 Chouse

Aboutthe " -
m e - beie,
Make § path with AU Step-Dy step (e, | -
P out what matenak you wi neor Fog Il Ihe
Contact Us PLE, 3ACe 0N favirmy STowphig stones 4 Buk? 2 s Lates e:;u:m:-n‘u
a1 duckmg pahe 1D sttract wedife

B —
Apparently a recent study concluded that elderly
gardeners are fitter than the average teenager.
Gardening is traditionally the main pastime of the
retired, so one might expect there to be numerous
large sites devoted to gardening in retirement. I have
not managed to find even one, but most general sites
for the retired have a section dealing with gardening.
Also, most general gardening sites seem to assume
that most of their visitors will be at least middle-aged,
and slant their coverage accordingly. The BBC site
has a section on gardening that matches their
extensive television coverage of this subject. There
are numerous articles giving advice for beginners and
more experienced gardeners. You can even listen to
a recording of the most recent Gardeners Question
Time radio program.
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Gardening (www.rhs.org.uk)
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= concemed batore makinga vist
> gardens
& plants
* advice
:: research Audiey End Eafron viaigen Ecsex Detais
.1 education futh Chafto Gasdwns 2 Eimstead Market Colchester Essen Getuile
= ::b.l‘i:-twns County Part taw sery 384 Wingietye Lane Momchurch Essex Deats
o &
o ‘o‘:' u: tazton Ludge Warmck House Gresi Cunmaow Esse Datatly
. help us The Gt d Garden Wargh Lane OHden Wae Essdn Dot 2y
'; shopping Ghan Chamry Knams Chase YACKEar Bishoos Essex [P
Langihur e Plammy Lide Corfield Dunmow Essen Databs
Otvar s Oivers Lare Coichesir Essex Dewnds
Hhodes & Rockite 2 Nursery Roag Nazeww Eseex Dwaals
RS Garden Hyde Hall Bucknhsich Lane Reterson Essex [y
Satng Hall Grest Saling Braintres I3t ex Dastalie
Back to search
bacr wiow @ [ © e Rovs Hemodbou Sosioty 1001 amareiniby goixuny v ploties _J
-

This is the web site of the RHS (Royal Horticultural
Society), and as one would expect it contains news,
advice, and information about the RHS itself. Visiting
gardens is a pastime that has become phenomenally
popular in recent years. There is a useful garden
finding facility that enables gardens in a particular
area that meet certain criteria to be listed. In a similar
vein there is a gardening event finder and there is
also a plant finder. The letter enables you to find
sources for rare and exotic plants, or the more
mundane ones.
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Gardening (www.thegardener.btinternet.co.uk)

This is a view of the pond, looking towards the north-
facing border, This shows the bamboo feature winch
was made in August 2000. it gives interest o what
} was a bit of a boring patch. Just visible in the top
' left-hand corner Js Gunners manicata. & huge
perennial which looks realty tropicsl, although it's
uite bardy. The red<lowered plamt in the centre- I’
right of the picture is Persicana amplexicautis, which | l
flowers realty well in shade,

This is & view in the oppostte direction from the plcture

above. Here's Taby peering atghe fish* he just fancles a
bil of fish tor his supper, a0d wishes one would Jump imo
his mouthl

Thus view, taken Trom behind the bamboo feature. is
tooking across the pond towards fevel 3 of the garden,
The Guonera muanicata can be seen in the_hackground
on the right, and the pump water feature 18 towards the
top lef of the picture

‘“— = e —_—— ET.lﬁ--—;:a_—’*- 3""’".‘-‘"”!"1"1‘"“;“.—%

There are many gardening sites run by enthusiasts,
and many of these are very good. This one is the
brainchild of Chris Harten, and it is one of the biggest
as well as being one of the best. It is produced more
professionally than many a professional web site.
Definitely worth a look if you are interested in
gardening, or web design come to that.
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Flower arranging
(www.thegardener.btinternet.co.uk/tips.html)

ﬂamjy J/ﬁu[d um/ .75,).4 I

Here's a few hinds and tips on using floral foam, and
arranging flowers in general. Click on the headings below to
jump to the apprapriate section, or just scrofl down the page
and read it alt H you've got any speciabtips that you have
found work well for you, £d love {0 see them! Send them to
me » TheGardeneo@btintemet.com, and who knows, | might
inctude them on téus pagel!

o Using Floral Foam Effectively
o Making Flowers Last Longer
¢ Ayranging Fresh Flowers

o Arranging Artificial Flowers

©®  Using Floral Foam Pfiectively

f) Choose the-right foam for the flowers you are using.
Generally, green water<etaining foam is for fresh flowers
ang foliage, whilst the brawn stifter foam is foi dried or
artificial lowers

2)  Aways soak your foam in a bucket of large bowl -
never under the-Tap as this can leave dry spots inside the
foam which can't be detected from the outside. This can
cause stems to wilt. Fill your bucket or bow! with fresh
water, then drop the foam onto the water, Allow it to take up
the water naturaly {this takes only around 20 seconds, for
foday’s modermn 'oafm). Do not push the foam under the

wader When the San of the foam is lewst with the srfars of ﬂ
T T T T G ST e

The Internet seems to be the ideal place to show off
beautiful flower arrangements, but good flower
arranging sites seem to be few and far between. This
one is excellent, and is actually part of the gardening
site mentioned in the previous section. Remember
that most local authorities run part-time courses on
flower arranging, but they will probably be called
“floral art” or “floral design” courses.
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Food (www.bbe.co.uk/food)

l om0 cntemxnrvumoconwuruunwmru:1uvtmousencn_ .

RIOAY ARG A, o ———
m‘" Rec‘pes LIS TYLE KA AT ‘
_“, a0 S -
| BBC We have these¥7 search results’for “peking
Homepage How to use
[Hestyle Page 1 of 6 pages of séarch results [B]  0Ur recipe
Homepage search
Food © Peking Duck Pancakes with Tomato and Basil mpraew
*Recipes Salsa *Catch o
Autumn by Kevin Woodford from Ready Steady Cook ::m theptnp
Recipes Peking Style Duck onliity
Vegetarian by Kevin Woodford from Ready Stendy Cook chels on TV
Cook g and readio.
okery ® Stir-fried Mixed Vegetables
Schools by han Hom ety
geatures SpifeRblis * And out
R‘:”Y"n by Ken tiom mace about
ecipe y B YOur
Recipe ® Crispy Aromatic Duck tavourite
Binder by Ken Hom chels and
Chefs ® Chinese Roast Duck with Stir-Fried Vegetables f" their
Programmes and Sweet Potato Crisps ouipes
I Hews & by Paul Rankin from Ready Steady Cook pya—
Features © Pan=Fried Duck with Petit Pois le Francais, ‘S what's
In Season Polato Stack and Raspberry Vinaigrette in season
Healthy by Phil Vickery from Ready Steady Cook This month
Eating ¢ Sugar-Tea Smoked Duck Breosts Oy
Children : by Kaia England from Masterchel * et to grips
Glossary ' Teriyaki Duck with a ‘Watercress Salad with the
Back to by Antony Wonsi Thompoon from Resdy: Steady ianguage of
Basics Cook food in the
Ask the Chef Pan-Fried Duck Breast with Sweet Potsto Mash e aiid
l Prowrrabitigne by James Martin from Ready-$tesdy Cook [r— =l

Cooking programs are another mainstay of the BBC’s
television output, and there are food related radio
programs as well. It is therefore no surprise that the
BBC’s web site has a large section dealing with this
subject. Some of the content is to promote or support
television programs, but there is much else besides.
In particular, there is a huge range of recipes and a
search engine to help you track down the right ones.
I tried searching for “Peking duck” and “bread butter
pudding”, and there were several matches for each
one. Virtually every recipe from every BBC cooking
program seems to be included on the site!
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Food (http://recipes.sainsburys.co.uk)

Goock - 4 - T3 A QSeech Sirovores Buese Wty - dmE
;ﬂl‘-"_ hep /frecipes seinshurys Cﬂ.mlb’so:pzl — " Q6o ‘_lﬂl .,
{ Sainsburys it e | -coidbct 4

1 moning We taste Dotter

recip@ homa l recpe search ' meal ldeas | food festures | hints & tigs
rotanes anlins

£0%. Gooks, DYDs

Peking Aromatic Crispy Duck Salad

Prey anil cnak e 30 mins toxd hour

and games vitiie
Sarves: 4
¥
atost offers =y
1 pack of 2 Cranese-ttyie arispy sromafic duck lags
i recipe seswch Z % 15mi spoons Chinase cooking wine
¥ cucumber, pecied and shced
wire offers e ) 1 red pepper, deseeded and hnety chopped
I 2 reaps 9r mgradigm 1009 bean 207 0uts
= 1 carvor, shced
Banking servicas [oony cserae =3 2 shalots, shicad and frisd

greqt Jeehs on rethad
l Roest the duck iegs folloming peck instrucbons

inobles
Moanwhile, taks the pack of Chinese-style pancakes from the box

and ot ko stripy, Bake it & prehestsd oven st 180°C, ISU°F, Gas
Mark 4, for S minutes untl crisp and set ssde,

l save on home cails

ot & slactnosty
When the dJudk 15 cooked, shred Um Meat wah two forks ard set

sevings pa! aside to keeo warm.
& worty. &
e at Corais Take the hoisin sauce orovided with the pack of duck legs end placs
; ot redoe in 8 sarving bowl. Str in the Chiness caoking wine and tow: in the
g - caucumber, red Dapper, bear sprouts and carrot.
Gitrea newsietter snait ecioe O
r_"'" e ° P Mix i the duck end sprnkie the TrepY Pencake over the top,

Comeers: "
sion table. U Garnish with the shellots and serva wmmedistely
Nutrition Snto (per serving)

buy your ingregisoa 413 colones

online... st

shop now

This is part of the site for J Sainsbury, the big
supermarket chain. If you live in the right part of the
country you can order online and they will deliver your
groceries, as will others including Tesco and Iceland.
The sites of the big supermarkets often have a few
recipes to encourage you to buy their food products,
and these recipes are presumably all tried, tested and
of good quality. The Sainsbury’s site has a huge range
of recipes together with general information on
handling, storing, and cooking foods. If the BBC and
Sainsbury sites do not provide what you are looking
for, typing the name of a dish or its main ingredients
into a search engine, plus the word “recipe”, will
probably produce the recipe you are after.
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Fovores Jock In
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what's o beach? To us, it's ony sandy stretch on the edge of a ioke, a
fiver bank, o the ocean. Ity a great place for fun and relaxation, and
we hasten to add, a great ploce to take pictures — onytimel While we
have summers wamn ond surny weather and long lazy days in mind as
we write thi, photography on the beach con give great results any time
of the year, iIn ony weather, from sunrse 1o sunset.

Tyoxcaly, you won't need lots of fancy O Surtes Do 5, oo |
Qe when you go fo the beoch. A . £ 3
point-and shoot or SLR with 0 nomal
range ro0om lens k ol you'l need, along
with some fim, o smal strobe and o
tapod for long exposures.

There are two reasons to keep the
ger simple when headed fo the
becch. frst and foremost, we're going
to have fun, and packing foo much equpment st gets in the way.
Second, the sond, sun, surf ond salty or creates an enviionment that
con be rough on Jdelicate equipment. m

The New York Institute of Photography has been
providing correspondence courses on photography
for as long as I can remember. Actually, it was founded
in 1910, so I suppose it has been doing its
correspondence courses for a lot longer than I can
remember. It is an American organisation, but it
operates worldwide. You do not have to be one of their
customers to use most of this site. A number of
interesting articles can be found in the “Photo Tips
of the Month” section.
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Digital photography (www.dpreview.com)

There are a number of sites that provide reviews of
the latest digital cameras and related equipment, but
this site has the advantage of looking at things from
a UK perspective. There are several good American
digital photography sites, but some of the cameras
are sold under different names in the UK, and in a
few cases might not be sold here at all. These US
sites are well worth a look:

www.dcresource.com
www.steves-digicams.com
www.imaging-resource.com
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DO

Crosswords (www.crosswordsite.com)

@ Tetrarch’s UK Mercury Puzzles - Online @

L T Y L S T N A WP AP S N

- cum}:-:.'“ sLions

-'j 3 stmn of watat (S)
. . Tak# a5 ONG'S own: (5)
o et t 0. Bah game (4)
rawes | '.-l "1 2 ovucm J
e — Down

n'.'. .'" Perianing 1 warshipt 09
[ | W

A schia ()

W !
4. Apporhor (5)
gnfnd Suzezic )
Frienawy ()
l...l II=.
LMW ol Sotware @ 200t +.word Cow
More pugzios Jorabook

B e e Y e o T

Many retired persons use crosswords and other
puzzles to keep their minds active. At one time there
were daily crosswords available free of charge from
newspaper sites, but many of these services have
ceased or are only available on subscription. This
site gives the option of US or UK crosswords, and the
puzzles are available in three levels of difficulty plus
a cryptic type. They can be solved onscreen or a
printer-friendly version can be selected. The
crosswords can be printed in the same manner as
any web pages. Select the Print option from the File
menu or right-click on the page and select Print from
the pop-up menu. As far as I can see there is no
charge for using this site.



Games (http://uk.games.yahoo.com)

bl il | "s Featured Downloads M al
Other games - . . U mn‘otlo
Bounce | Ricochet  Ssfari  Squadron Guirerball hods, he
Collagse Biathion hoas.in
7 Alse-check out these new games: every cojor!
Yahoo! Mabile Brickios 3091 - 3rzve Dvracves 2 - Poarl Harbour Lucky
- Y Streak
Select a Game to Play  Players Oniine: 142178 F - Poker - A
Chalk up your cue and come play | “m——LO \:::
- e M e !
Sponsored twst
o Hede in Ore
~Jeow fox
¥ Sports Games ;dﬂ_quLnd_g_f
Eantasy_Foetball Fantasy Grand_Frix X8 Arcade
League = M Lines - A
o] e game
) Card Games wih brfiart
Blackinek (£10) Ga Fish (252) graphics
Brdge (1659) Hearts (2591) n.GoLingg.-_ﬁ
Canasta (5«72 Pinochie (2924) ! grzat binge
Cribbage (1506) Poker (1776) gEmes N
Euchre 3953 Sheapshead (2= one!
Gin (2476) Spades (6710) Fise Card
B Frenzy - Ay

There have been computer games for almost as long
as there have been computers. Although the term
“computer games” tends to conjure up images of all-
action games with racing cars or fighter planes, there
are many other types of computer game. These
include card games, mah-jong, chess, backgammon,
and draughts. This site it part of Yahoo! UK, and it
enables you to play solitaire games, compete with
others online, and download demonstration versions
of commercial games. The latter are always limited
in some way, such as only functioning for a few days,
but can be fun. Note that you have to register with
Yahoo! in order to use the facilities of this site. The
UK arm of MSN offer similar facilities at this address:

http://uk.zone.msn.com
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DIY (www.diy.com)

4 - Using DTY plaster finish
] AT fmains ladte: sanid e annted ts Ve inderces
Deture e igfar W camuivtuly Yy P 02 2130 be dppied
Gracths tu piastetosrd wnd W A #aishng Dinster 5.4 ase
- £40YI00S g 15 1ouFored MDY LAz ot ¥d Paver

whouid Be remavad) Mia sp the olamee i h R oewssacy

- ipan weter 3o for auat.
w—' Applhovter methods vy fur DIV Avemng piastars Gome
oy e 1 28 s5phu In the Besce way a5 THY juastar underunw (mth
AT Ghosvery - F LIRS brCuadT) b L pery CETHT fosinewed By 2,

| S WHER oWers ern appies W @ fa2k Uresh (T) ond than
STOOted wah the DIaree (DrasIErauODd (8] Crath the
- ——- ke Sor v glester,

P 1 beve ined o Borterers Yeari & soniy ibe plecher |
@0 R 0 et $maotng Sl e Srouel sfter £ Las orted |
Rarden Dampon the purtrcs with wotts 48 Poy o 0 2 0

$iOtE 508y Botte wll el B asedy thex

These days DIY is very big business, and it has quite
alarge presence on the Internet. This site is actually
the online version of a B&Q store, and it can be used
to buy a wide range of DIY products online. However,
it is more than just an online store, and operating the
“DIY Advice” button at the top of the page takes you
into a large section that provides help on a wide range
of DIY topics. It is effectively an online DIY
encyclopaedia, and it provides useful information
about decorating, repairs, flooring, and just about any
DIY project.
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Part of the K Nel Guldae Network
Win £REE flights te Singapetel Click hers
' DIY Advice & Info

-Everything you ever wadted to know about DIY, but
e . Wt Bfr8id to ask. Therz will be no need “to.get a man

‘”“!lk‘"‘ In® with the breadth ard depth of information available
4 literally at a click of the mouse. t
" Sponsored Links

5“‘91"5 fix.com, the w‘LI e 1 DI tooks v e Pl 1 |
t Iv tools a0a
p’:jc“.:':' c'm wlargest o Suppser o ¥ &mi_._‘_m!m ]
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£ Which? report on DIY adyice
Whach? Orline gives unbiased sdwce and informaton on 2 vast range
ol

Comment: Rosm design adviem, hents and tips Tom the axperts and o
 the latat! decoratng tachng.es. The website nchudas »
compeenensive range of prejes ts, design bites, an expert's nsight and
onima factshests, Complete the onkne anphcation form ~maybe
~ someone wil do a1 the havd work for you.

UK Furnfiure Guide roting: reaa e

This site is directory and search engine for DIY sites.
It provides links to suppliers, sites that provide advice,
and even sites for DIY related television programs
such as Changing Rooms. The latter is one that you
have to see to believe, and it is at:

www.bbe.co.uk/homes/changingrooms
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Fishing (www.fishing.co.uk)

Go Chase The Pike With A Fly - Part1

by Martin Jomen Tussiey W) Seoterntm:, N

Articles reietsd by Sopic. Coarve, Game/Fly Fishing, Predator, Tackie. Terminai | &
Tachinfunotsirigs -

Articses refated by species: Pike

Snapper hunting with a fly-rod

| maved sionty upstfesm peernng ntentd, reo the

RART.N' gin clear water, the brgit sunishire akgwed me to
[m see every pebbie, stck and even the minnows N s
the bottoer: of the pool. No breez¢ nffled the | | Wesm——
surface, A shoal of nae fish hung cldse to 8 weed e,
bed Nothwng moved #s | peered intertly nto the
vedter The combsnaton of my iGng pealed cap, |- - - -——
and polansed plasses heiped me sewrch deep
o the fiaveng wate:

m there 1 is, | spottec s fin movernend. then a tal

moved, snough for Me to reakse ) was loosing ot
8 pie. The perfect precatar . My eves move siowly

1 birded, men squnten. Dif | see a pdm? Yes,

up the lengrh of 3 Hish, T must be tty nches or
more in lergth My neatt beat a lale faster as my
R — brain went ntg overdmve as | computed the ange
ot the cast, then dstance to taryer | isunched scme bne. then resbsed | needed a bit
mare. Lpulled a few more teet rom the reei Ak the tme | was keeping my eyes on the
fish, lvusmehurle mmealsahmmumeshxkamn-mwus 13

S ey gy % maia o omieenie
E— hoophoht e ] -——_T_ e

It is disapproved of by many, but it is supposedly
Britain’s favourite pastime. I suspect it is actually
the second favourite, but it is certainly very popular
in this country. Any good search engine will soon
locate nearly a million fishing related sites, so you
will need to be more specific in order to keep the
number of matches within reason. Alternatively you
can try this site, which is huge. It might not cover the
type of fishing that you wish to learn about, but it
seems to have articles and other information on most
types of fishing.
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Crafts directory
(http://uk.dir.yahoo.com/arts/Crafts)
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If you wish to find craft sites it is worth visiting this
section of the Yahoo! directory. It lists a number of
crafts, and operating one of the links takes you into a
list of sites for that particular craft. In this example I
operated the “Knitting and Crocheting” link, and it
produced a large list of related sites. Many of these
have links to other sites, and one such example is
shown here. If a directory has a section that matches
your area of interest it will usually produce more
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Stay up lo-date!
Setmrritn to ous
Pt

ResyltsAbout
Nowoaw-
Abog somi-

i
from Famtbort of Neediec rgt, Nember 2
Needlecrndt Pubdisbing Co,, Published 1933

Note: | have rewntten these instructions in today's crochet terms
--Send1 Marshall

Abbreviations used

o - singie crochet  de - double crochet
(g) - snch (stnchen) o & - slip stitch

ch - chein spis) - wpace (spaves)

picat = chan 3, alip stitch in sume mitch ju made

No mize of thread gven in onginai pattemn. | made @ sample with size 20 thread, using a size 10
deel crochet heok, which resuhed in 8 suare that's 2 mhes; just to give you i 1des of
finsshed size Use whatever size thread you desire

Veneitan Square - Cham 14,

Row 13 Dc in 6th ch from hook (ch £, skip 1 ch. & m next ch) 4 times

Rows 2 - 8: Ch 4, de in firet de, (ch 1, de in nent de) 3 tmes, ch |, de m 2nd sitch of iuming
ch

22 At end of row 3, you shouid beve ¢ squure of 3 spaces each way. Fuilern now changes 1o

Aveaniting
» Eoaa _ohat Fewer}

being worked m rounds. workmg around all cdges of the square

Rod 6: Ch 1, (s in de, oc in ch-1 sp) 3 mes. s¢ in di, ch 9, tam. skip next &, 5| @ @ nexl s,
chl, 3acinch-9ep {ch 3, o o 1 mare & just made for prect, 2 sc in smme ch-9 «p) 4 fimes. ch
3, 3¢ m same ch-9 sp, (8¢ 1n ch-1 . % in Je) twice). repes { 10 | 3 more times Note shar
you will have 2 sc im each corner stitch by following these instructions. Al end of round. dl &

m fire sc 10 Join,

===

L ge——— s~ —E—u—-;:.—,;‘__—-___.z_ﬁ

focussed and useful results than a search engine. A
number of sections in the Yahoo! directory are
concerned with pastimes such as art, crafts, boats,
cars, and so on. There is actually a hobbies section
at this address:

http://uk.diryahoo.com/Recreation/Hobbies
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Antiques (www.bbc.co.uk/antiques)

RIDAY
1 sweeer Price Guide
Toxt ooty
BBC
Homepage
Lifestyte of over 5,000 antiques and
Homepage featured on the Antiques Roadshow.
Antiques
Price Guide PR —— — .
Pregrammes o S
Colectors’ Sort by value & Sort Sewn - |
Guide alphabetically r
Buying & B e~
Selling e -
Amtiques [ —
Care Seaon
Locai to You fr o —
{Slanag Sorfby value ¢ Sot | Sews |
o alphabetically ~
Glossary 1g |
Web Guide
Clubs Quick Seatch
f - Furniture Textiles
About the cheslts, dressers, cabinets, embroidered texiles, quilts
8BC chairs, boxes, dining tables,
sideboards, bureaux, whatnots Toys
Contact Us teddy bears, corgi toys. dinky
Pottery toys, dolis, trains, games, Steiff,
Help Chinese, Delft, Worcesta Mickey Mouse
Minton, Blue & Vhite,
Wedgwood, Majolica, Dculton Jewelery
s P paget o gfinae ococbdassc heacalate.
T e e A i o

—
3

There are a large number of sites about antiques and
collectables, but most of them are trying to sell you
something rather than educate. This site is an
exception. The enormous popularity of the BBC’s
shows relating to collecting and antiques have
resulted in a substantial section devoted to these on
their web site. With a subject as vast as this there is
no single site that will tell you about every type of
antique of collectable, but the BBC’s site will keep

enthusiasts busy for quite a while.
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Auctions (www. ebay co.uk)

[ De-scripﬂon Seller assumes all respomlbﬁy for hstmg thli tem. g’

| lllllll.l.m.l.llljlml

John Ditchficld Siiver Dragonfly on Iridescent Aqua Blue flut Liypond. Picture
of uctual iteme shown. [t is disc shaped,
Bearing thie signature J Dichificdd and Glasform on the base, with Glasform
2okl sl
Tt is by perfect condilfon. [he Dnagonfly s made in HALLMARKED SILVER.
Measpres 4.8 inchies (12.2 cmsj n dlametor: hand marte sofd gl

Buyer pays postage and packing; tn the UK £7.95 Indndhq insurance,
worldwide at cost.

The Internet has revolutionised the buying and selling
of all sorts of things, but its impact in the collectables
world has probably been the biggest. Many
conventional auction houses now have a presence on
the Internet, but there are also purely Internet
auctions. By far the largest Internet auction company
is Ebay, which is an American company that also
operates in the UK and many other countries. You
have to register with Ebay (and most other online
auction companies) in order to buy or sell goods, but
the registration process is fairly simple. There is
plenty of online information to explain how things
work. Just about everything turns up on Ebay
eventually. One chap sold his soul, but I seem to
remember that he only received about 20 dollars.
Presumably the postage and packing was extra!

250



Travel

Grand tour

Some are predicting that in due course no one will
bother to go and see the grand sites of the world.
Instead you will just don your virtual reality headset
and go online to visit The Grand Canyon, Ayers Rock,
or wherever. There are certainly web cams that let
you see all sorts of places on the Internet, and a few
virtual tours, but we are still a long way from the full
virtual reality experience.

The web is closely associated with travel. You can
book holidays, flights, and theatre tickets online, but
there is also a huge amount of travel information,
maps, and details of virtually any destination. Many
hotels have online video tours or photo albums so that
you can see the interior and the grcunds before you
book. Another common facility is a panning 360
degree view of the interior or exterior of the hotel.
The image shown here is from a panning view outside
the Tower Thistle hotel
in London. The Internet
is not just a convenient
way of booking holidays.
It can help you to get to
your destination and it
will show exactly what
~ you will find when you

_ Thistle Tower External View ' get there.
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UK maps (http://uk.maps.yahoo.com)
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Many journeys seem to consist of about two hours
driving to the right area, half an hour driving around
trying to find exactly the right place, and three days
trying to park. The Internet will not park your car for
you, but it can help you to quickly locate the correct
address. This is part of the UK Yahoo! site, and it will
provide a local map for just about anywhere in the
UK. My previous attempts to find a photograph of
Neasden High Street were unsuccessful, but using
this facility immediately produced a map of the area.
You simply have to provide a basic address plus
postcode and it then produces a map showing that
area of the country. The Map Navigation panel to the
right of the map enables the level of zoom to be varied,
S0 you can zoom in for a more detailed view. The star-
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Prmtabie Mag el Map . State or Postcode

| Fer S i

shaped icon is actually a control that enables the map
to be panned in the desired direction. If you would
like a printed map to take with you on the journey,
operate the “Printable Map” link. Then in the new
page, operate the “click here” link to go ahead and
print the map via your printer.

It is possible to get directions from one location to
another by activating the “To This Location” link near
the top right-hand corner of the page. This produces
a new page where the starting address is added, and
the destination address is edited if you wish to change
to a new one. Operating the “Get Directions” button
produces a map showing the route, a more detailed
map of the destination area, and a list of instructions.
This is definitely one of the best free services on the
Internet.
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More maps (www.multimap.com)

-
-

Ay y =4

s 10
| Pg

L/
~I

-
5

- |3

o~ ‘p

— cnnwnnmm _
sce § Hotelfinde $her.

There are other map sites, and this is one of the more
interesting ones. You provide it with a street name
or a postcode and operate the “Find” button. If you
use a postcode a map of the appropriate area will then
be produced. With street names it is likely that there
will be several streets with the same name, so you
will then be supplied with a list so that you can select
the correct one. The appropriate map will then be
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produced. It is possible to pan and zoom the map
using the controls on to the left of the map. You can
get a low definition aerial photograph of an area by
operating the “aerial Photos” button, and there is a
facility that enables a higher quality photograph to
be purchased. There is also a facility that produces
an onscreen map of the London Underground system.
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And more maps (www.maporama.com)
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Maporama is another site that provides street maps,
and it seems to cover most of Europe and some other
countries. You just supply the name of a town and
(optionally) a postcode, and it will produce a map of
the area. As with the other map sites, there are
controls that permit panning and zooming. This site
also has a route finder, and this again requires a town
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and optional postcode, but for both start and finish
locations. A map showing the route is then produced,
together with an impressively detailed list of
instructions.
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Yet more maps (http://mappoint.msn.co.uk)
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Mappoint is one of Microsoft’s sites, and it can provide
maps for the UK and elsewhere in Europe. As usual,
you supply a basic address and the site responds with
a map of the area. Maps for several large UK cities
are available via the links on the homepage. There is
also a route planner facility where you can opt for the
quickest or shortest route. This is another route
planner that provides an impressively detailed list of
directions. It correctly negotiates the one-way system
in my area.
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Trains (www.nationalrail.co.uk)

The railways never seem to be out of the news, and
they usually hit the headlines for all the wrong
reasons. Nevertheless, they are used by millions
every day and are still loved by many. This site is
maintained by Naticnal Rail, which replaced the now
defunct Railtrack PLC. The site is probably best
known for its “live” departure boards, which are
accessed appropriately enough, by the “Live
Departure Boards” button on the homepage. Select
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your station using the search engine on the new page
that appears, and then the appropriate departure
board will appear. The boards are generated
automatically and updated every two minutes. There
are a few caveats about their accuracy. Perhaps of
more practical use, operating the “Planning Your
Journey” button on the homepage produces a screen
where the starting and destination stations are
selected, together with an approximate starting time.
Then the “Get train times” button is operated, which

DN
1



will produce a list of options. Each of these will get
you from one station to the other using the specified
start time. If none of the arrival times meets your
requirements it is possible to try earlier and later
trains.
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Travel news (www.bbc.co.uk/travel)
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The BBC has a number of radio stations that seem to
relish telling their listeners about the latest hold-ups
on the roads, railways, ferries, or air routes. It
therefore comes as no shock to learn that the BBC'’s
web site has a large section that deals with travel
matters. You select a mode of transport and an area
of the country, and the site responds with a list of
trouble spots. For this example I tried road travel in
Essex, and surprise, surprise, there is a problem on
the M25. I am not sure that I really needed the power
of the Internet to tell me that. There are some useful
links to other travel related sites.



Latest traffic news

Last Updated : 01/09/2003 23:22. Our traffic news is updated for you
every 10 minutes.

Rmds. Delays exaected between Junction 26 ad
. M25 Junction 27 in Clockwise direction from 18/07/03 unti
18/10/03 23:59:00.

Major roaidworks between Kings Crass and Angel:
& A501 islington in Eastbound direction frors 01/02/02 until
26/06205 23:59:00. . -
| DRI ar

This is the site of the AA, and it includes a section
that provides traffic news. You simply select an area
and it shows the trouble spots on a map. Simply zoom
in on an area using the onscreen controls and more
detailed information about the problems will be
provided. There are other useful facilities on this site
including a good route planner for journeys within
the UK.
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UK gulde (www.visitbritain. com)
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This rather anonymous looking site does not seem
that impressive at first glance, but it is the official
online tourist guide for Britain. There is a huge
amount of information that can be accessed via the
menus and the map. This includes details of
accommodation for every area including camping
sites, self catering, hotels, and B&Bs. There are also
details of special events, places to visit, and masses
of other information. Well worth a visit if you intend
to explore Britain.
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Rough Guides (www.roughguides.com)
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Left-click the “Destinations” link on the homepage
and you will be taken to a list of guides for many parts
of the world. The rough guides are known for telling
it as it is. If a place is teaming with drug addicts,
crooks, and prostitutes, and smells like a sewer, it will
not be described as “having character”. It will
probably be described as “teaming with drug addicts,
crooks, and prostitutes, and smells like a sewer”. On
the other hand, if a place is as good as the travel
brochures suggest, it will say so. The other sections
of the site are also worth exploring.
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Beaches (www.seasideawards.org.uk)
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The cleanliness of beaches has been a hot topic in
recent years, with some quite famous UK beaches
failing to reach minimum EU standards. This site
provides information about the standards reached (or
failed) by hundreds of popular UK beaches. It also
gives details of the facilities available at each beach
via a simple system of icons. For example, you can
check whether a given beach has access and toilet
facilities for the disabled. In most cases there is a
link to the web site of the local authority that controls
each beach, where more detailed information is often
available.
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FOC (www.fco. gov.uk)
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This is the web site of the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, and it contains a massive amount of
information about travelling to overseas destinations.
There is a section called “Know before you go”,
another one that gives information on what to do if
things go wrong, and a large section that gives profiles
of individual countries. There is plenty of down-to-
earth advice here for anyone travelling abroad, but it
is certainly a site that should be consulted before
travelling to anywhere exotic. “Forewarned is
forearmed” as the old adage says.
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Staying on farms has been growing in popularity over
a number of years. This is the web site of Farm Stay
UK, which is the largest network of farm
accommodation in the UK. The facilities of the site
make it easy to find the required type of
accommodation in any area of the UK. The
accommodation is inspected in order to ensure that
it achieves the required standard, so you should not
find yourself sleeping in a hayloft.
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News and
weather

On demand

The Internet is well suited to supplying people with
news, since pages can be rapidly updated. When you
go onto a news site you should therefore find up-to-
date news items. Unlike radio and television news,
you do not have to tune in at certain times and wait to
see if anything of interest turns up. You can go online
at any time and quickly find the items that are of
interest to you. It is rather like using the text facility
of a television set, but it is generally faster to find what
you require. Also, more in-depth coverage is usually
available on the Internet.

The Internet is also well suited to weather forecasts.
Pages can be updated regularly and there is no
difficulty in using charts, maps, or even simple
animations on Internet pages. If you are interested
in how the weather is shaping up in the foreign resort
you are about to visit, then there are probably several
sites that will provide you with the answer. Not
surprisingly perhaps, the number of sites that carry
UK weather forecasts is huge.
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BBC News (www.bbc.co.uk/news)
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At the time of writing this, the BBC news service has
itself been centre-stage in the news. Despite the
controversy, the BBC news service remains one of
the most respected in the business, and it is given
due prominence on the BBC’s web site. Incidentally,
this is reputedly the biggest web site in Europe. The
links on the BBC news homepage lead to pages
devoted to the main areas of the UK and to various
parts of the world. There are further links to special
areas of interest such as technology and
entertainment. In the list of links down the left-hand
side of the page there is an “On This Day” link. This
leads to a page that provides details of major news
stories on the same day in earlier years.
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Teletext (www.teletext.co.uk/news)
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Teletext has been on the Internet for a number of
years now, and it has a substantial web site that
includes a large news section. Like the BBC news
homepage, a list of links down the left-hand side of
the page gives access to news for different regions
and specialist areas of interest. There is also a very
useful drop-down menu here that enables news for a
specific area of the country to be selected. Teletext
provides one of the most comprehensive online news
services.

273



9

News and weather

Reuters (www.reuters.co.uk)
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Reuters is a name that is synonymous with news, so
it is no surprise that this company has a large web
site. Reuters is a “big player” in the world of financial
news and data. This is probably the reason that
business and financial news has its own list of links
in the left-hand section of the homepage. However,
there is a list of general news categories below this.
This site’s general news coverage seems to be less
comprehensive than that provided by the BBC and
Teletext sites. One slight drawback of the Reuters
site is that there seems to be some very intrusive pop-
up advertising, but this is the price you usually have
to pay for free Internet services.
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An interesting feature of this site is that it provides
recorded television news reports that can be viewed
by left-clicking the large television icon on the right-
hand side of the homepage. This facility utilises
Internet Explorer, the web browser that is normally
installed as part of any Windows installation. It also
requires either the Macromedia Flash Player or the
Real One Player, so it might be necessary to download
some software in order to make use of this feature.
About half a dozen stories are available in each of five
channels. The required channel is selected via the
simple menu that is situated in the top left-hand
corner of the player’s window.
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Guardian Unlimited (www. guardlan co.uk)
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As one would probably expect, the UK newspapers
have large presences on the Internet. There are a
number of good news sites as a result. The Guardian
Unlimited site is, as one would expect, the online
version of the Guardian newspaper. It has a good
range of stories but the site is not so vast that it is
difficult to navigate. You can register with the site,
but most of the content seems to be accessible without
doing so. If you wish to refer back to an old story
there is a searchable archive which should enable the
required report to be located very quickly.
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The Times (www.thetimes.co.uk)
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This is one of the larger of the sites associated with a
newspaper, but it is reasonably easy to find the news
items you require. In days of yore it was necessary
to register with this site and logon in order to access
its content, but there seems to be no current
requirement to do this. Indeed, there no longer seems
to be any facility to logon to the site. There is a
searchable archive, and it is also possible to access
online versions of the printed newspaper for the
previous seven days. There seems to be free access
to most of the site, but some of the content is only
available on subscription. Unfortunately, these days
the crosswords and puzzles are only available via a
subscription service.
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The Mirror (www.themirror.co.uk)
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The tabloid newspapers are to be found on the
Internet as well, and the online version of the Daily
Mirror is straightforward and easy to use. It is
perhaps on a smaller scale though, than some of the
other newspaper sites. Unless I have missed
something, the site’s entire contents are free. There
is the usual search facility that enables you to search
for old stories and for pictures. The latter can be
purchased online.
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The Sun (www.thesum.co.uk)
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The Sun newspaper is also online, and it is another
site that it is simple and straightforward to navigate.
Yes, there is an online version of page 3, complete
with a number of photographs of page 3 girls.
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Ananova (www.ananova.co.uk)
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Ananova is one of the more interesting news sites. It
has news in the usual categories, together with some
quirky stories. There is also a good television guide
that seems to cover all the stations available in the
UK including radio stations. The site’s main claim
to fame is that it has the world’s first virtual news
reader, appropriately called Ananova. Her recorded
television news reports can be accessed via the “Video
Reports” link on the homepage. Ananova is an
animated character who “reads” the news via a
speech synthesiser. Presumably the animation is also
governed by the text that she “reads”. There are a
few odd results, but Ananova’s rendition of the news
is perfectly understandable. She will never replace
Andrea Catherwood though!
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UK Directory
(www.wrx.zen.co.uk/fromhere.htm)
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There are numerous online newspaper directories,
and this one is useful for finding sites for UK
newspapers. It includes the sites of local and
provincial newspapers as well as the nationals. In
fact there are links to many types of news-related sites
located within the UK.
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World Directory (www.nettizen.com/newspaper)
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This directory includes links to a mind-boggling
number of newspaper sites around the world. There
are links to many UK local, regional and national
newspapers. There are links to the Ferndown Times
and the Tindle News for example. It provides
similarly long lists for many other countries. There
are links to the Cook Island News and the Illawarra
Mercury for example. There are a few “dead” links,
but this site seems to be reasonably up to date.
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BBC Weather (www.bbe.co.uk/weather)
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Virtually any site that has a news section will also have
a section dealing with the weather, or will have a
subsection of the news that deals with this subject.
The BBC site has one of the Internet’s largest
collections of pages devoted to the weather. In
addition to the UK weather forecast there are
forecasts for most parts of the world, shipping
forecasts, inshore forecasts, etc. There is also
information on the pollen count, climate change, and
other weather related subjects. The full five day
forecast is very useful, but not guaranteed accurate
of course.
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Met Office (www.metoffice.co.uk)
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Many, but not all of the forecasts in the newspapers
and on the television have their origins at the UK
Meteorological Office (Met Office). You can get the
forecasts “from the horse’s mouth” by visiting their
web site. Although one might expect the forecasts to
be strictly for the UK, the site does in fact provide
five day weather forecasts for most areas of the world.
There is also background information about the Met
Office.
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Ananova Weather (www.ananova.co.uk/weather)
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The Ananova site has an excellent section for UK
weather. You can get the forecast for the nearest town
to where you live, or the place you are about to visit.
One slight disappointment is that the site that has
the world’s first virtual newsreader does not also have
the world’s first virtual weather girl. We will just have
to make do with Sian Lloyd.
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Small sites (www.xcweather.co.uk)
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There are numerous small weather sites on the
Internet, and some of them are quite interesting. This
one has an interactive map of the UK. If you place
the pointer over one of the places indicated on the
map, the panel down the left-hand side of the page
shows data for that place. Things such as wind speed
and direction, temperature, and pressure are shown.
It does not operate in real-time, but the readings
normally seem to be no more than a few minutes old.
It was interesting watching the temperatures in this
area steadily escalate when the record for the highest
temperature for the UK was broken. I live about 15
miles or so away from the record breaking town
(Gravesend), so we only reached a little over 37
degrees Celsius!
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BBC Sport (www.bbc.co.uk/sport)
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The Internet is not exactly short of sites that carry
sports news. Apart from the sites that carry general
sports news there are official and unofficial sites for
the various clubs, national teams, and sports stars.
Using any good search engine it should not take long
to find sites that deal with a specific club or sports
person. The BBC’s sports coverage may have
reduced in scope over recent years, but the BBC web
site has wide ranging coverage and remains one of
the best. There are sections for the most popular
sports plus more general sections. There is a lot of
information about results, fixtures, and league tables.
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Ananova (www.ananova.co.uk/sport)
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Ananova is another site that has a huge section
dealing with sporting matters. Many sports have their
own sections and there are some more general areas
of the site. There is a picture story facility (a
photograph plus a small amount of explanatory text),
live scores, details of fixtures, league tables, and so
on. Like the rest of the Ananova site, the sports
section is comprehensive but easy to navigate.
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Cricket (www.cricinfo.com)
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As one would expect, there is a large number of sites
devoted to cricket. Probably the best known is
Cricinfo.com, which has a lot of information about
domestic and international cricket. Unfortunately,
many cricket sites only seem to cover test cricket. In
addition to the coverage on the Cricinfo.com site there
are numerous links to other cricket sites, including
the official sites of the 18 county sides. These are also
worth a look:

www.cricket4.com www.cricnet.com
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Football (www.footballunlimited.co.uk)
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The Internet is supposedly dominated by porn sites,
but the number of football sites probably runs porn a
close second. This site is actually part of the Guardian
Unlimited site, but it operates as what is effectively a
separate site devoted to all things football. There is
all the latest news about domestic, European club,
and international football. Football often seems to
be more about speculation than actually watching and
playing the game, so the Rumour Mill section is
essential reading. More mundanely, there is a section
that provides the league tables. The All Talk section
is a bulletin board where fans can discuss the latest
hot topics in the football world.
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Genealogy

Finding your roots

Genealogy is one of those pastimes that has achieved
spectacular growth in recent years. The Internet has
certainly helped to popularise genealogy, and has
made it easier to research your family’s past.
However, many mistakenly believe that it will be
possible to delve back into their family history using
the Internet alone. In reality the Internet is a useful
tool, but it usually has to be used in conjunction with
the old fashioned methods. This means getting out
and about to visit the places where your ancestors
used to live.

If you do manage to trace your family history it is a
good idea to pass on copies of your findings to other
members of your family. An aunt of mine traced parts
of the family tree back a few hundred years, and she
told us about some ofit. Unfortunately, when she died
some years later her knowledge of the family’s past
died with her. This type of thing is not uncommon, so
if you find anything interesting, share it with others
in the family. They will probably be very willing to
learn about their ancestors, especially if one of them
is famous (or infamous).
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A2A (www.a2a.pro.gov.uk)
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eDatabase >

Stonders Sewch  Standard Search
:  Type a word or phrase Into the box and click Search - you can also scroll to

use the other options avaiiable below, or use tha links an the leR hand side
of the page. Use help links for more information on each option.
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A2A (Access to Archives) is government site that
catalogues 327 record offices in England and has 5.1
million catalogue entries dating back as far as 900.
The archives are cared for in local record offices and
libraries, universities, museums and national and
specialist institutions across England. The data
sources include deeds, hospital and police records,
and business documents. As one would expect, the
site has a search facility and there are various ways
of sorting the search results. The archives at the
record offices are all available to the public.
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1901 Census (www.census.pro.gov.uk)

THE 1901 CENSUS WEBSITE
Welcomp ko the 1901 Census Website

Welcome to the offidal genealogy site of the 1901 Census for
England and Wales. The service is availabe 24 hours a day 7
days a week.

Use our search facilities to find details of vour ancestors.and
research your family tree.

Why not try our Address Search which features,
amongst others, Channel 4's historiczl house, 57
Kingsdown Parzde, Bristol?

Before you start searching...

« Check what you need to use to get the best out of chis
site...

« Read the Search Ups

o Follow the lirks on the left hand meru to Help, FACs and
Site Tour. 1

« Use the ‘Conzaet us' in the left-hand menu to give is |
your feedback 9n the online service; to report
transcription errors or to report any problems. |

How can I payi

o Credit Cards
o Youchers \
lmliviL_al_lms.L:r_ﬂI.m_a_se now available E

The contents of a census are largely secret for 100
years, so the 1901 census is the most recent one to be
made available to all and sundry. This site was so
popular when it was first launched that it became
overloaded and was temporarily closed down. There
is no charge for name and address searches, but it
costs 50p for transcribed data for an individual, or 75p
to view an image of a census page. Apparently there
are records for over 32 million people.
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Public Records Office (www.pro.gov.uk)

On April 2 2003, the Public Record Office (PRO)
and the Historical Manuscripts Commission
(HMC) joned together to form a new
organisation: The National Archises, Mc:e

Public Cansuftation Document
A public consultation document on the proposed
revision of national records and archives legisiation
] nnhue More .

Aschiye Awar-eness Month
This September see over 450 avents happening
across the UK and reland showing tha: archives
have something to offer everyone. More

Website Redesign - Have Your Say

We are redesigning our website to form The
National Archives website. We need your views to
ensure that our design meets your needs! Please
help us by Hﬁg our shoft suwev

Undercover  Archives Openday - 20
Seplember

Ever wondered what lies in the vaults at Kew? If
you want to discover more adout the hidden
stories held in the archives, be a code breaker or
unlock your family tustory, join us for our family
Open Day. More,

Free e-newsletter
Sign up for our free e-newsletter 1o recewve all the
latest news from The Nationa! Archives, Sign up .

This is the main site of the Public Records Office. It
is advisable to read the introduction which lists the
records that are not catalogued on this site. Many
types of record are covered here, but there are a
number of exceptions. It has useful links to other
government records sites.
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Documents Online
(www.documentsonline.pro.gov.uk)

? Help & Shopping basket

Sample Image

—m——r,

| & Selerdihiting Before ycu order the will of your aneestor, we
8o Ad :I)Se <t thought you might iike to see a sample image i

VEYSH B of 2 will free of charge. We've chosen the last Q‘ {

will and testament of William Shakespeare - »

the famous playwright, who died om 23 Aprit e

1616. The will, dated 25 March 1€16 - less -7 ¢ {
her Records than a month before he died, includes 'bu(&* 1

bequests to his fellow actors, his reighbours

What's new? in Stratford and the famous glft of his

FAQ ‘second-best bed’ to his wife,

Contact us

About DocumentsOnline Download William Shakespeave's wi | free cf

chame. (File size: 659 <B)
| RO Catatogue (This will is in colour, most wills will be Jlack ane
Scanning on demand - " Bhie)
PRO home page "\ The file is in PDF form&t, so you will need Adobe

Acrobat Reader to dovnload the image. If ya
don't already have it installed, it is avadable free
from Adobe’s website.

A A

This is another site that is part of the Public Records
Office, and it makes available many documents
including over a million wills from the period 1384 to
1858. Searches and details of documents are free, but
it costs £3 to download a document. However,
Shakespeare’s will is available as a free
demonstration download (PDF format).
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The British Library Online Newspaper Archive
(www.uk.olivesoftware.com)

Despite the name, this archive also includes some
magazines and books. It is free to search and to view.
I do not know if the two of the defendants in this fraud
case are my ancestors, but just in case I was glad to
see that they were acquitted! This site is well worth
a look even if you are not into genealogy.
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Old Bailey (www.oldbaileyonline.org)

e Pieuion - Thee Prosesvmeties o thee Okl Hustinp. itros et Exp T -
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T A

Q. Was she under yourcare when she died?

Penfold. She was.

Q. Did she charge or discharge any body?

Penfold. She did not mention any person to me, or to any body clse, as I know
of.

Q. What do you think was the cause of her death?

Penfold. She was in a languishing condition, and almost starved for want; 1
found her very low, and very weak. she had a decay upon her. She said, she had
but very little victnals to cat. My opfnion was, she died of a decay, not by any
violence of any kind in the world. | asked her, if there were any murks of
violence upon her, she said, no.

Q. What was the nurse's name?
Penfold. Her name is. Woodgock.

Q. Why did not you attend the coroner?
Penfold. Because | was not asked.

Mary Woodcock . 1 was the nurse that atended this woman, deceased: the day
before she died Mr. Morris came to sce her, she seemed to be very bad she suld,
she had got a great cold, and a viclent purging | hearing of this affair, 1 really
taxed her with the thing. 1 said. you are very bad: if you have received any
violent blows. or abuse from thus man, or any body else. don't die with a be in
your mouth, but tell the truth, that they may be brought to justice. She said,
Nurse. no, | have not received any ill usage from any body, neither will I lay my
death to his charge upon any account

Q. Did she seem to die of any violent usage. or a natural cause?

- M Wondewk T belieye as mich as anv thine it was from a violent l£ » L _’J
83 00ne ‘ 1 = w"“ F

This is an online record of the Old Bailey cases from
1674 to 1834, and fascinating stuffit is too. It seems to
be free to search the database and display records of
cases. In the extract above, an apothecary called
John Penfold is giving evidence in a murder trial in
1761. This is definitely another one that is worth a
look even if you are not into genealogy.
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Free BMD (http://freebmd.rootsweb.com)

o 50 073 s s G S b 90 ARG

13 o { omatend

To select and deselect hold down ctrl as you click the mouse. The earliest possible date s 1837.
Only "standard® districts are shown here.
Districte {an Gistriots g
Type Abermyron (to Jun1936)
¥ |Abercarwy (from Sept975)
’ Abergavenay (to 1958)
Sumame f Aborystwyth (to Jun1936)
Flrst name(s) | IAcle (1939-Ma/ 1974}
Sp - I M .
sumanie m (Doct9032-Me 1974)
k 8 Brownhills {un1985-Mar 1974)
Spowses fim T
name(s) Arawick "F' 1936)
Death ageDoB | ] {Airestard (to Sep1932) =
Date range r‘,‘:—]’ f to {Des
VolumePuge f 1 Counties
~ Mono =
© Exact match on first wg
names Avon
Options r:Phonetic search m
surnarnes Breconshire. =i
& Mach only recorded
ages _J
{Fod] Come | Aoem | Saved Filename: i i
iy : B |

The aim of this site is to put online a record of the
birth, marriage, and death certificates for England
and Wales from 1837 to 1901. It is not yet complete,
and it is perhaps not the easiest of sites to use, but it
is a great free recourse. The Free Reg site is a similar
facility for parish records from 1538 to 1837. It can be
found at:

http://freereg.rootsweb.com

The main Rootsweb site is also worthy of inspection,
and is at:

http://rootsweb.com
298



Genealogy 10

Family Records Centre
(www.familyrecords.gov.uk)

FammiyRecords. gov. uk

Mo el wousfnr ot Temaly resuier

Welcome

This site, provided by the FamilwRecords.gov.uk
consortium, aims to help you find the government
records and other sources you n2ed for your family
history research.

The site is divided into two maim sections: Topics
and Partners. In the topics seczon you will find

informatian on Births, Marriages & Deaths, Census,
Migration atc. In the partners section, you will find
information on each member of zhe
FamilyRecords.gov.uk consortium.

Lost? use the site map to helg you.
You can use access keys to navigate around this
site = use access key O for the ist.

FIND OUT HOW TO

" GET A ...census m
New to family history?
We've written a guide for
you - start here.

‘ ..The National Archives, Two l
or\}anbsauons the Public Record
! the natensl antioes Office and the Historical Manuscripts I
Commission have joined together to form The i
szonal Archlves We've gons Iﬂhind the scenes to
n o1 {

The Family Records Centre is a UK government site
that is a guide to the various government
departments that hold family records. Itis potentially
of use to anyone, but it is probably of most use to
beginners.
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Cyndi’s List (www.cyndislist.com)

R B

et e T ——
e e 1 e — .

J ) l o Topical Index
/ o "No Frills" Index
: I o Ten-Only Index

. Sfrch this page:
England - Essex ! B e

® Search the enrire
site:

—

The index links helow work hest If

o you allow Related Categories!
your web brewser to.load the entire
page first. o General UK. Sites
| o Chamel lslands 4
Category Index: o England
. and - Counties
o General Resource Sites Index
o Government & Clries o Irelapd & Nogthern
o History & Culture Ir¢lend
o Libraries, Archives & Musemns o Isl¢ of Man
-» Locality Specific e Scotland
Information o UK - Military

Aibiroea

This site is primarily a portal to other genealogy sites,
but what a portal. Itis claimed that there are more
than 193,000 links, and I can well believe it. Itincludes
many useful links for the UK. The site is quite easy
to navigate despite its size.
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Babani Computer Books

How to Find Anything on the
Internet for the Older Generation

e The internet provides an unlimited source of information, products
and services which are available to you without ever having to
leave the comfort of your own home. *

o Written especially for the over 50's in easy-to-understand language
and with large clear type for easy reading, this book can help you
find whatever you are looking for quickly and easily.

e It will show you how to simply achieve successful results from
searches without being swamped by too much irrelevant
information.

e Amongst the many fascinating things that can be found on the
Internet, you will be shown how to locate all types of music, how to
listen to various radio stations or watch TV from around the world.
You are also shown how to locate and download useful computer
programs, many of which are free, and much more besides.

o Also included are guide sections to websites which are of particular
interest to the over 50’s. These range over such topics as health
and care advice, legal problems, money and financial matters,
travel and maps, genealogy and hobbies, etc.

e With the help of this book you will achieve the maximum benefit
from the Internet, and hopefully enjoy the experience.

ISBN 0-85934-605-6
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