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Preface

Many people move around the country and lose contact with their
roots; some children grow up knowing little of their family history
or the lives of their forebears. Fortunately the Internet has
changed all that; nowadays anyone with a computer connected
to the Internet can easily trace their family’s journey through time.

This book starts off with an overview of the process of tracing
your roots online, followed by a description of the hardware and
software needed. The study of family history can benefit greatly
when people pool their information electronically with others of
the same name; this is covered in Chapter 3 together with the
creation of a family tree using freely available online software.

Much information can be obtained about people and places using
a search engine such as Google, described in Chapter 4,
additional features such as Google Maps and Google Street
View can provide accurate pictures of your family’s places of
origin which you may not be able to visit in person.

At the heart of online family history are the various genealogy
Web sites. Chapter 5§ gives an outline of the main features of
some of the well-known sites. These enable you to search the
official registers of births, marriages and deaths and the national
censuses taken between 1841 and 1911. There are also
specialist military and migration records and directories giving the
location of early parish records and Bishops’ Transcripts.

Later chapters describe searches of actual census records; also
births, deaths and marriages and ships’ passenger lists. The
viewing of original records is also described, together with the
ordering of copies of birth, death and marriage certificates.

The official records for Scotland are accessed separately by the
ScotlandsPeople Web site and this is discussed in Chapter 7.

This book is by the same author as the best-selling and highly
acclaimed “Computing for the Older Generation” (BP601).
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Entering Web Site Addresses

The study of family history using the Internet, relies heavily on the
use of dedicated genealogy Web sites. Each of these sites has its
own unique address on the Worldwide Web. Some of the most well
known sites include findmypast.co.uk, Ancestry.co.uk, FreeBMD,
and The National Archives. The reader may be confused because
some sites are known only by their Web addresses (listed on page
8) while others use a shortened form, such as FreeBMD or Genuki.

To open a particular Web site, the address is typed into the address
bar at the top of your Web browser. Most people use the Internet
Explorer browser, as shown below.

€ Hotmail, Free Online News, Sport, Music, Movies,
@ .7 L 2 . www.findmypast.co.uk

The full Web address in this example (also known as a URL or
Uniform Resource Locator) is actually :

http://lwww.findmypast.co.uk

However, in practice you can normally omit the http://www part of
the address and simply enter into the address bar:

findmypast.co.uk

Please also note that some Web addresses use capital letters or a
mixture of capitals and lower case in their names. For example,
Ancestry.co.uk and FreeBMD. However, it's normal to use only
lower case letters when typing in the address bar, such as:

freebmd.org.uk

Finally, always make sure you have the correct full domain name
including the type ot Web site and country. For example, entering
ancestry.co.uk into the address bar opens a completely different
Web site from ancestry.com. If you don't have the full address of a
Web site, try entering what you know of the name into Google - this
may produce a clickable link which will then open the Web site.




Conventions Used in this Book

Words which appear on the screen in menus, etc., are shown in
the text in bold, for example, Save As.

Certain words appear on the screen using the American
spelling, such as Disk rather than the British Disc, for example.
Where the text refers directly to an item displayed on the
screen, the American spelling is used.

Mouse Operation

Throughout this book, the following terms are used to describe
the operation of the mouse:

Click

A single press of the left-hand mouse button.

Double-click

Two presses of the left-hand mouse button, in rapid succession.
Right-click

A single press of the right-hand mouse button. Right-clicking an
object on the screen, such as a picture, normally displays a
“context-sensitive” pop-up menu with options relevant to the
selected object.

Drag and Drop

Keep the left-hand or right-hand button held down and move
the mouse, before releasing the button to transfer a screen
object to a new position.

Further Reading

If you enjoy reading this book and find it helpful, you may be
interested in the companion book by the same author, An
Introduction to the Internet for the Older Generation
(BP711) from Bernard Babani (publishing) Ltd and available
from all good bookshops. (ISBN 978-0-85934-711-2)
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Genealogy Online

Introduction

Tracing your family history (or genealogy as it's more formally
known), has never been more popular. The Internet has
undoubtedly made the task much easier; thanks to Web sites
such as findmypast.co.uk and Ancestry.co.uk, we now have
instant access to millions of records, without ever leaving home.
These records are based on the censuses from 1841 to 1911
and the Civil Registers of births, marriages and deaths from
1837 onwards. Another advantage of tracing your ancestors
online is that you can get in touch with relatives anywhere in the
world and rapidly pool your information. Old photographs such
as the one below showing my wife's father, aunt and uncles
around 1930 can convey a lot of information about earlier times.
These pictures can be scanned and the images sent by e-mail
anywhere in the world, arriving in seconds. This subject is
discussed in more detail in Chapter 3.

j=—



1 _Genealogy Online

N

You may find that some of your relatives have already created a
family Web site. In my family, Mark Gatenby had already created
a very comprehensive site with several family trees including my
own. To this | was able to add my wife Jill and our sons David
and Richard, circled in red on the right below. Also circled is my
father's brother Harold Heslop Gatenby who emigrated to
Canada. Through the ship's passenger lists in findmypast.co.uk |
found the voyage which took Harold to Canada from Liverpool as
a 22 year old, before starting his own prodigious Canadian family
tree, which occupies the lower half of the family tree below.

Annte Ezabeth [THBUER TEE BOVGEY R CCTIEE )
Willism Mary John Lilen 4

9121984

m g3

Joha C TAYLOR

Carl

Hiarold Hebdens

1926 Redcsr 1996
m Casilla Mildred CROAK

Timothy John  Harold James Camilla Mildred Oecilia William Joseph Brien Keith
1950-1998 1952 954 n& m
m 1975 m 1959 n m
Suzanne Christine JACDB ~ Andrew Vaa De KOOI Joshae Mlatence DAVIS Korea Lyna BRADLEY
1957

Andrew James Daniclle Christine
wn wre Aﬁ:;slnh Aatherine Marparet

1986 jesieslpws Sk Micid

Through a dialogue which developed via e-mail and various
message boards, | made contact with my cousin John Lansdale
Gatenby, listed on the left above, who | had not seen for over 40
years. He had travelled extensively visiting relatives in New
Zealand and Canada and shared with me his family knowledge
and photographs. This included information about two uncles,
Harold and Ronald, brothers of my father, who | had never met.
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Why Trace Your Family History?

Many people have left their roots behind to live in distant cities
and perhaps work in high pressure jobs in the modern world.
They may find it reassuring to trace their family back to earlier
times, when their relatives were part of a strong traditional
community with a slower and simpler lifestyle.

My own purpose initially was to find out about grandparents who
died before | was born; | was very surprised to discover that my
maternal grandfather was born and bred in Scotland. My wife
was curious to find about her forebears around the village of
Flash in the  Staffordshire
Moorlands, the highest settlement §
in England, if not Britain, as Peak National Park
sometimes claimed. As a result of § FLASH
our Internet searches we were [ Highest village in Br tain
. . . 1518 feet
able to visit my wife's ancestors

ruined homestead in a remote but BPlease drive carefully

beautiful area of the Peak District.

Some people may want to trace their roots to find out if they were
connected to royalty or a famous adventurer, perhaps. You might
equally find some unwelcome skeletons in the cupboard —
perhaps a notorious criminal or murderer if you're very unlucky.

If you're related to someone famous (or infamous) for whatever
reason, a search carried out after typing your name into Google,
as shown below, is certain to yield a wealth of information.

GOUSIC John Shakespeare ‘ Search l

Search the web @ pages from the UK

However, everyone should be able to find plenty of information
about their own family because of the enormous volume of data
available on the Internet from the Civil Registers, (births, deaths
and marriages from 1837) and also national censuses, parish
records and Web pages provided by various organisations.

1w




1

Genealogy Online

What Can You Find Out About Your Family?

Searches using your home computer can yield some very
interesting results. Here are some possible outcomes, based on
our own research using the Internet:

e Finding out about relatives you never mel, either alive
or deceased, at home or overseas.

* Learning about ancestors’ occupations, their homes,
lifestyles and the area where they lived.

e Using census data to find out about family members
and how they moved around the country. Obtaining
copies of original census records.

» Knowing the address of a house, etc., finding out who
lived there at the time of various censuses.

e Meeting up in person with long lost cousins and other
relatives; communicating by e-mail, including free live
video calls, anywhere in the world.

» Visiting the houses where ancestors once lived.

» Ordering copies of birth, marriage and death
certificates and in some cases, wills.

e Joining online forums on the Internet where people can
post requests for help in finding relatives and exchange
information with others having the same surname.

e Constructing a family tree, using everyday office
software and also using dedicated family tree software.

» Developing a sense of belonging to an area where your
forebears lived, a spiritual home which may be far away
from your present address.

» Helping children to understand their family background.

» Perhaps developing a more open-minded attitude if you
find you have connections to people or places which
were previously alien to you.
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Sources of Information

After deciding which line of the family you wish to explore, you
might adopt the following approaches to find information:

Traditional Methods

e Talk to other members of your family and consult any
existing information already at hand, such as birth,
marriage and death certificates. These will give dates and
places of birth, details of parents and occupations.

e Visit churches and consult parish records, if available.

¢ Visit County Archives, Register Offices, etc., where parish
and other records are kept on microfiim.

Using an Internet Search Engine

Enter your family surname or the name of an individual into a
search engine such as Google; you may find some useful
information straightaway. Search engines such as Google and
Bing are discussed in detail later in this book.

Searching the Civil Registers on the Internet

Explore individual members of your family using a genealogy
Web site such as findmypast.co.uk, Ancestry.co.uk and
FreeBMD etc., (discussed shortly). These will allow you to trace
Civil Registrations of births, deaths and marriages from 1837
onwards and enable you to order copies of certificates online (but
delivered by the traditional letter post.)

Searching the National Censuses on the Internet

Some genealogy Web sites give access to the National
Censuses, recorded every 10 years from 1841-1911. These list
all occupants of a particular address at the time of the census,
together with their age, date and place of birth and occupation.
Copies of original census forms together with more legible
transcripts can be viewed and printed. The initial searching is
often free but you normally have to pay for transcripts and copies
of original documents.

[[6,]
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Genuki is a huge Web site compiled by hundreds of volunteers. It
contains a multitude of links to Web sites and contact details for
other organisations and individuals holding family information
such as parish records and occupations for the UK and Northern
Ireland, accessible by counties. In some cases CDs are available
containing thousands of records.

C’*’*’ > okt ieana & seacn

U A bovinnd
Coasalegy

UK & IRELAND GENEALOGY
GENUKI Contents & Site Map

Dus page will help you 10 find yow way arownd the GENUKI hierarchy. It focuses on the kay areas you will nead 10 know abowt for your
research. and provides an explanation of their relation to each other, and 10 the whola. Thers s a Sus Map diagrom, which represents the
lovels of the GENUKS strucnws: the UK & beland, Reqrons within the UK (Engiand, treland, Scotiond, Walas, the lsis of Man. or the
Channel lsiands), followed by the (pre-1834) Cownias (shirey), which lead 10 a mumber of Paruh pages. To supwiement the diagram, thers's
a description of some of the adehtional key areas. For exampls the Segrch Engine, the GENUK] Gatettow, and finally, a selection of Quack
Loy, providing fast access 10 the moat relavant topics. NB- the Site Map dhagram requires style-sheet technaiogy, but if you have styles
disobied 0 your browier, or e using a scresm-recder, the whols has been designed 10 be compatshia with txt-only browsing.

| GENUKI Lol
Home Page | vy e o e

[ I T
Gundamce for Kl Owtmg  Researchmg Gemedogeesl FAQE  Mumglutsand  Forthcommg
st e e statedm  from Abssed JEERNEY Newsgroaps Evests

T Seach Gonealogy (CENEVA
United
and [refand [ - min ey iy
T
: 4 b e
Channel Ireland Iskof Englnd  Scotland wales T i
e | Man | |
[ Channel] ["1reiang | [ T8k of | [Engiand | [scottand | [ Wales ez
Islands Dans || Mm rDm |’|;)-.... Dece )

Online Forums

Some Web sites such as Ancestry.co.uk, host online forums or
message boards where you can leave questions asking for
information about relatives. These are then read and, if you're
lucky, replied to by people with your own surname.

Re: Arthur, John , Redcar, Northallerton
Posted by: Jaues Gateoby Date: Angust 04, 2001 m 114

% of 130

| am trying to find relatives of my father, Arthur Gateaby formerly of Redcar and Merchamt Navy, iater of Derby. Brother John was bask

& Northal

n retived w0 Thirsk Also sister Mary who lived st Salbumn, magried to Reg. | thisk Other brothers inchaded Bl o
Ron, who may heve emigrated o Canada
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Genealogy Web Sites

Try typing the word genealogy into an Internet search engine
such as Google, as shown below. When you click the Search
button a very long list of links to Web sites appears.

e 0 Vew Fovoes Tosh Mep
W Fovestes @y 0 CorReviown Rosd Tests, . @ Gt More Add o =

1 gemadiogy - Sooghe Seasch Q-0 - " @ ey Shays o
Gougle  genosogy Search | semcmstome
Search the web © pages fom the UK
web 5 Show octioss Resulls 1 - 10 of sbout 2,000,000 fer geneelogy (dalatun) ©.33 oo
&ummm -
» Crane, 0 WMhllor! bkt @ farmaby 9
e alogy  Oher B0 ecwidts '] bew in sany with Arcesiry Complete 1841.° “QM
I!ze.;!ﬂmum Find ymat past 8t the @y wl
ouk The best place to gel the reconds. Wit new. find your sncestors -nuc—-m uu m!
...... o WCaneus
Find Y
www TheGaanesioge co Ganne Fros Tal N cord roguired Cansus & Pansh irsnscrpls & GMDs Eind your Scots Ancesiors
Scothish Ancestor? Find tham wilh
The Portal for UK Femily Research Scotised s leading rsesrchers
Mumummdnkmwmhﬂmwh www Scofbehiiools tom
ancestors m the United
1”-0&’ e = the Un ‘K._wn I
SRR Hnd Gorndy rosaarch halp?
Butish Genealogy - Home Page Sove teme - wee o
Betish Genaslogy 8 fee temdly hstory sits (o heip with Wacing geneelogy and sncestry wore AlorYourNieme com

Click any of the blue, underlined links such as Search Your
Genealogy below to have a look at the various Web sites.

Search Your Genealogy

www.ancestry co.uk/Genealogy  Over 820 Million records

On the right-hand side of the list | Sponsored Links

of search Its shown e

of search results shown above | o 0te 1841.1911 Census
is a column headed Sponsored | Fingyour past at the only website
Links. These are companies or | with full Census records: 1841-1911
organisations who have paid to | FindMyFast coul/Census

have their links included near | Find your Scots Ancestors
the top of any search results | Scottish Ancestors? Find them with

involvi n W ites. Scotland's leading researchers.
olving genealogy eb sites www . ScottishRoots com

I~
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Examples of Popular Genealogy Web Sites:

Ancestry.co.uk

Claimed to be the largest collection of UK family records.
www.ancestry.co.uk

Findmypast.co.uk

Census records every 10 years from 1841 to 1911. Other records
including births, deaths and marriages and there is also free
software to create a family tree.

www.findmypast.co.uk
Genuki

This is a very large collection of genealogical records compiled
by volunteers and covering various areas of the UK. Includes
church, military and occupation records and also censuses.

www.genuki.org.uk
FreeBMD

Free Internet access to obtain copies of birth, death and
marriage certificates for the period 1837-1983.

www.freebmd.org.uk
ScotlandsPeople

Over 80 million Scottish records covering Births, Marriages,
Deaths and Census and Parish Records.

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
FAMILYSEARCH

A Web site set up by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints. Provides free searching of millions of records and also
free software for creating family trees.

www .familysearch.org
The National Archives

The Government's own archives containing millions of official
records. www.national archives.gov.uk
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Essential Hardware
and Software

The Computer

The work for this book is based on a PC computer running the
Microsoft Windows 7 operating system. However, any computer
manufactured in the last few years and any version of Windows
will be more than adequate for this work. It's always a good idea
to buy a machine with the fastest processor (CPU) and as much
memory (RAM) as you can afford. A netbook or laptop computer
will allow you to carry out your research from a your favourite
armchair; using a desktop machine could banish you to a spare
room or, in my case, a home office (i.e. shed), in the garden.

The Internet Connection

An Internet connection is essential for this work; Ideally you
should have a fast broadband connection provided by a wireless
router or access point. A router is very often provided free when
you subscribe to an Internet Service Provider such as BT. The
wireless router allows several computers to access a single
Internet connection without the need to run cables around your
home. If you are using an earlier dial-up Internet connection you
can still do the necessary work to trace your family history but it
will just take a little longer to find the information.

Further Help

More details on choosing and setting up a computer on the
Internet are given in our companion book “Getting Started in
Computing for the Older Generation — Windows 7
Edition” (BP 717) from Bernard Babani (publishing) Ltd,
ISBN 978-0-85934-717-4, available from most bookshops.

I©



Essential Hardware and Software

The Printer

The printer is an essential part of any computer system and this
is especially true for exploring your family history. You will
probably want to build up your own word-processed notes and
files of paper records, to be studied offline.

A great deal of material can be printed while you are online to the
Intemet. This includes copies of original census documents
showing the occupants of certain households as shown below.

b -
RS & & sl 41 B
T ——
- wiel o i The h-h-‘-l—b&dﬁ
e L .~ I_"""'"""' e ‘—ﬁ:—{ﬁ—h—-—:
oyt | [ SINEA A
ot T S eyt 12 s —a ol ] =t | ET | Sk Pt SoOUOTIN II
¥ F e oy P et~ | Kox I ” | Feneet #s l;l;f{_;,, |
e gt 4 ‘..tl E_fe | s fie 1 Wil gy
G ES—— . e SR T S O WY S Y
= = — . £ e 1" 7 b hradiss I
= | N b | | y - O
- I 3 |Zoge ¢ N é ! = P
= e platak & fe | pe ™) I
- — | Lte o 5 | e, L A‘f——(
7} - Fn-m“)—f/ Lo Bofdnr é e eran,
o A W} u.lﬂ-.fl,{-
- — J/ LL . - Jwr"f‘ =

As shown above, these can be difficult to read and it's normally
possible to print a more legible transcript in a modern typeface as
shown in the extract below.

Address: Cross Side, Quarnford
County: Staffordshire
Birth Occupation ,
Name Relation Condition Sex Age Year Disability Where Born

BRUNT, Jamas Head Marmed M 45 1836 Farmer Of 44 Acras Of Land Quamford

UNT, Margaret  Wife Mamied Ff 36 1845 Farmer Wife Fawhaldhead

BRUNT, Sarsh Mather  Widow F 78 1803 Annutant Retd Farmer Quarnford
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It's usually possible to print any documents that appear on the
screen. This includes the Civil Registers (lists of births, marriages
and deaths, etc.) from 1837 and also the National Censuses from
1841-1911. Birth, marriage and deaths certificates don't normally
appear on the screen — only reference numbers or indexes.

2 Findmypast.co.uk Birth, Mamage & Death Original Image Record - Windows Internet Exph ;-
L’ findmypast.co.uk P edd SearchResultSer et search ez MBum 7 1

Marriages from period Jan-Feb-Mar 1904 Remarwng credits
BRULS, Alphones Joseph - BULLEN, William George

find co.uk dard viever Save ima

+ 4

10a 274
Se.
gh.

LIS
b

in the example above James Brunt's marriage certificate could
be ordered using the dates above and the information below:

Dacxy, Evelys Annie ......... StobeT. 8b. 248
—— George Arthur ............ Watford 8. 871
—James .......cccoveeeeer..,, Ashborne 7b. 849

The indexes 7b 849 shown above enable you to order a copy of
the marriage certificate online, to be sent in the normal post.

Extracts from parish records, etc., displayed on the screen as
shown below, can be printed on paper for other people to view.

Quarnferd Purish Ragister
Thess extrocts relate to HolBneclough residents enly: Vi L

A‘L

Baptisms, Buriale & Marriages of Hollinsclough residents 1744 -60

First Name Ralationship Surname Abode Dete Yeor

Mory Doughter of Wilion Sellors Sambolls Sreen 217 Dec 1744
& Amn

Jemes Son of Beerge & Merthe Wood Cold-Show MIan 1745

Jan 27 1745 John Smith of Longnor & Mary Brunt of Cold-Show were mar~ied

Fab 217 1745 William Soedwn of Quarnford & Sarch Mear of Sombolls wers merried
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A good printer for this type of work is a multi-function inkjet or
laser printer. An inkjet printer can be bought for under £50 and a
set of four cartridges can be obtained for around £10 if you shop
around on the Internet. A wireless printer will allow you to print
documents on paper from a computer anywhere in your home —
especially useful if you have mobility problems.

The Scanner

Apart from printing text and pictures from the computer screen
onto paper, the multi-function printer also acts as a photocopier
and a scanner. Separate “flatbed” scanners are also available
starting at around £50. Scanning is useful for copying old
photographic prints and storing the images on your hard disc.
The print below shows my wife’s family farm around 1930.

Once they are stored on your computer, photographs can be:

e Enhanced in a program like Adobe Photoshop
Elements, to remove scratches or change contrast and
brightness, etc.

+ Sent to relatives as e-mail attachments.
+ Posted to Web sites and “blogs” i.e. online diaries.

¢ Included in any family history documents you produce,
such as family trees.
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Essential Software
Microsoft Windows

Most computers are controlled by the Microsoft Windows
operating system and this book has been prepared using the
latest version, Windows 7. Most of the material in this book also
applies to any version of Windows such as Windows XP and
Vista. Any PC computer manufactured in the last few years will
almost certainly have one of these versions of Windows installed.

Web Browsers

All versions of Windows include the Internet Explorer [
browser, a program for viewing and printing Web E
pages, launched by the icon shown on the right. Users

of Windows 7, XP anc Vista may choose to use an alternative

browser, such as Mczilla Firefox, but the general methods
described in the book will still apply.

Search Engines

This is a program in which keywords are entered, after which a
list of links to Web pages containing the keywords is displayed.
Google has been acknowledged as the leading search engine
and it's freely available after entering the following into the
Address Bar of a browser such as Internet Explorer.

The Google Web page opens with a search bar ready for you to
enter the keywords which are part of your quest for family history.

Advanced 3earch

James Brunt Staffordshire Moorlands Languege Tocks

Google Search  'm Feeling Lucky
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Microsoft provides its own Internet search engine, known as Bing
and shown below. You can open Bing by entering
www.bing.com into the Address Bar of a Web browser such as
Internet Explorer, as shown in the example on the previous page.

Arrows at the bottom right of the screen provide a choice of
attractive backgrounds to Blng, such as the one shown above.

| oing

UK Onlv Popular searches Cameron becomes PM | Blackpool reach

The Bing Search Bar above is displayed automatically if you
make MSN your Home Page. The Home Page is the first Web
page to be displayed at the start of an Internet session. The MSN
Web site is opened by entering http://luk.msn.com into the
Address Bar of a Web browser such as Internet Explorer. Then
to make MSN your Home Page, select Tools, Internet Options
and Use current, then click Apply and OK.

Most users will probably find either Google or Bing are perfectly
capable tools to help with their research into family history, to
complement the dedicated genealogy Web sites discussed later
in this book, such as findmypast.co.uk and Ancestry.co.uk, etc.
Search engines are discussed in more detail in Chapter 4.
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E-mail Software

Electronic mail is an excellent medium for communicating with
relatives wherever they are in the world. It's extremely fast and
essentially free if you've already got a computer and an Internet
connection. Apart from sending the electronic equivalent of a
typed letter, you can also send copies of photographs and
scanned documents. These are sent as attachments i.e. files
“clipped” onto the main e-mail text message. | have used e-mail
to exchange photographs and information with Canadian
cousins | have never met.

Earlier versions of Microsoft Windows, such as Windows XP, had
their own e-mail program called Outlook Express; the Windows
Vista operating system included software known as Windows
Mail. Windows 7 does not include an e-mail program (or e-mail
client, as it's known). Instead, the latest Microsoft e-mail client,
known as Windows Live Mail, can be downloaded free ot charge
after typing the following address into the Address Bar of a Web
browser such as Internet Explorer.

Essentials - Windows Live - Windows Internet

&Y nitpy//download.live.comy/

Windows Live Mail is one of a suite of programs known as
Windows Live Essentials, which can be downloaded from the
Windows Live download Web site, as shown below.

Choose the programs you want to install

& Messenger Mail
Mail With Windows Lve Mad on your deskiop, you can
# photo - access multiple e-mad accounts n one program,

plus your calendar, newsgroups, and feeds. And
B Movie Maker #'s part of Windows Live, 50 you Can view your
= " calendar ondine, and see when Messenger
£ comacts are avadable to chat.
! wrae
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Windows Live Messenger

Windows Live Messenger allows you to communicate instantly
with people anywhere in the world. Your “chat “ can include live
text messages and a video link allowing you to see and hear the
other person or people. To download this free software make
sure Messenger is selected on the Windows Live Essentials
download list shown on the previous page.

Windows Live Photo Gallery

This program can be used to edit, manage and share your family
photographs. As mentioned earlier, you can scan old prints and
store them on your hard disc. The Photo Gallery will allow you to
improve the image and then it can be e-mailed directly to your
relatives or posted to a photo-sharing Web site such as Flickr.

et IPG - Windows Live Phato Gallery ey 1
L

e folder

goley  fles Fy  Emsd  Peete  Make s Shdeshow

@ Fx red eye

To download this free software make sure Photo Gallery is
selected on the Windows Live Essentials download list shown on
the previous page. You might also consider buying Adobe
Photoshop Elements or PaintShopPro; these two photo-editing
programs offer sophisticated tools allowing you, for example, to
remove scratches and defects from images of old photographs.
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Skype

This is a modern phenomenon which can be very helpful for
anyone wanting to exchange family history information with
relatives around the world. Internet telephone calls between two
Skype-enabled computers or mobile phones are free world-wide.

The Skype software can be downloaded free after entering the
following address into the Address Bar of a Web browser such as
Internet Explorer. Then just follow the on screen instructions.

Skype 4.2 for Windows - Download the latest version of
g’; &) hitpe//www.skype.com/

As shown below, you can make video calls with Skype with a
computer equipped with a Web cam (plus speakers and a
microphone). These accessories can be bought for a few pounds
if necessary. Some laptops already have a built-in Web cam.

We use Skype to speak to and see our youngest son in his
travels around the world as an airline pilot. Also by pointing a
movable Web cam outside of a window, a relative can show you
live pictures of the district in which they live.
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Adobe Reader — the PDF File Format

You can usually “grab” the contents of a Web page on the screen
and print them directly. However, this is not practicable for many
larger documents, so they are made available in a form which
allows them to be downloaded and saved on your hard disc.
Then they can be viewed and printed whenever required. The
format used for most of these documents is known as PDF or
Portable Document Format. The advantage of the PDF format is
that it can be read on any type of computer whether a PC or an
Apple Mac or whatever. All you need is a copy of the Adobe
Reader software, which can be downloaded free of charge from
the Web address shown below.

Adobe - United Kingdom - Windows Internet Explorer
ISV hitp://www.sdobe.com/uk/

Simply click the button shown on the . )
right to download a free copy of the %‘OBE. READER’

Adobe Reader program.

As its name implies, you will only be able to read and save PDF
documents using Adobe Reader; it cannot be used to create or
edit documents. Originally you needed the Adobe Acrobat
program to create documents in the PDF format. However, the
latest versions of popular programs like Microsoft Word and
Microsoft Publisher allow you to save documents as PDF files.
This is very useful if you want to send a document to a relative,
say, who doesn't use the same word processing software as you.

PDF is such a widely used format that books such as this one
are saved in the PDF format. This is because printing firms in
general can read PDF files and print from them, no matter what
equipment they are using.

In the context of this book, many family history Web sites make
documents available in the PDF format, ready to be downloaded
from the Internet and saved on your computer.
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A sample page from this chapter saved as a PDF file is shown
below opened in Adobe Reader. The PDF format provides an
extremely faithful reproduction of the original document, including
any text and pictures. Separate pages are displayed and can be
printed individually as required.

= lnvoducnongdl  Adobe Aeader q
B G Yoo Deoomed [och Wndew Hep

YRR * 9 e e

LT

A PDF file is more compact than a file created in Microsoft Word
for example. This makes it an ideal format for sending
information over the Internet as an afttachment to an e-mail
(Attachments are discussed later in this book).

While researching your family history you will no doubt make up
your own notes, booklets, etc. These might contain old scanned
photographs, as discussed in Chapter 3, page 28. Also included
might be images of any birth, marriage and death certificates and
census returns. You would probably write up these notes in a
word processor such as Microsoft Word; in Word 2007 and Word
2010, there is an option to save documents as PDF files. Then
the document can be e-mailed to relatives, with whom you may
be sharing family history information, anywhere in the world. If
they have Adobe Reader they can read your documents no
matter what type of computer system they are using.

2
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Family Tree Software

When you've gathered all your information there are numerous
ways to present your lineage in the form of a family tree. One
approach is to use standard office software such as a word
processor or a spreadsheet program like Microsoft Excel. Or you
could buy a dedicated program like Family Tree Maker.
Alternatively several of the well-known genealogy Web sites,
such as findmypast.co.uk and Ancestry.co.uk provide free
software allowing you to build your family tree online.

btart your tree. Organise facts. Find answers.

Laline tamily troe is completely FREE

Your Frst Name Your Last Name Gender .
o
HOW TO BEGIN?
Simply enter what you know.
WHAT THEN?

m Ask your family for more.

Copyright © Ancestry.com. All Rights Reserved.
Lizard Tech DjVu

When you are looking at original handwritten census documents
etc., on a Web site such as findmypast.co.uk, you can download
a “plug-in” called DjVu. This is a program designed to improve
the clarity of the scanned images of original documents.

Nuwono G L T QT | Jopwe o Bl OO E
F ____:_-_ e Y —————- Ty — 35
e = e e e e L e
v L i o
d oyl T T aaml e e ——— ——
e T e ..‘_.¢ Ll _;,_JEE :::] Bt Pt o SOPTDYI = s “"H:""'-‘.':
o | hese £k 4 WY VRIS VELE YL T ..--.-"/ ? [y
Aguic? P 2771 s "';r_— F A . |
4 b A | Tl s ol Z o Lt F 3
i s it e F - | |
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Introduction

Later chapters show you how to use your computer to search the
national censuses and the birth, marriage and death indexes.
Eventually you'll probably want to present your findings in a form
that other people can easily read. You may want to create a
folder of family trees, documents and photographs possibly to
hand on to your children. By communicating online with relatives,
both close and distant, you can benefit greatly from pooling your
information. You'll probably find relatives online who've already
done lots of research and are more than happy to share it with
you. Some of the ways you can present and share your

information are as follows:

e Create a family tree. This can be saved as a GEDCOM

file (Genealogical Data Communication.) A copy of a
GEDCOM can be given to someone else or uploaded
to the Internet so that other people can view the tree.

Old photographic prints can ke scanned and the
images added to a family tree.

Scanned images of old photos, GEDCOM files and
documents such as wills can be sent to relatives
worldwide as e-mail attachments.

Photographs can be uploaded onto easily accessible
Web sites such as Flickr for other people to view.

You can join a message board or forum for people with

your surname. This will allow you to ask questions and
exchange information with other people worldwide.

The following notic2 applies to the screenshots in the next 5
pages: Copyright @ Ancestry.com. All Rights Reservec.
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Creating a Family Tree

When you've gathered the information for your ancestors, the
usual way to present it is in the form of a family tree. This could
be created using a word processor or spreadsheet program.
However, the easiest method is to use one of the online family
tree programs, some of which are free. These can be found on
the popular genealogy Web sites such as findmypast.co.uk or
Ancestry.co.uk (shown below). These lay the family tree out
online in a very professional manner and allow you to save it as a
GEDCOM file on your hard disc. Then it can be sent by e-mail to
other family members, wherever they are.

Shown below is part of the menu bar from Ancestry,co.uk. If you
select Family Trees shown below, you can choose the option

Start a new tree.
R

Lyt Family Trees Search v  Collaborate v  Learning Centre v Di

ancestry

Start a new tree

Ente ». We'll help you discover a lot more.

Click the box marked +Add
Yourself as shown on the right.

A dialogue box appears as shown on the next page, ready for
you to fill in the details of yourself or someone else in the family
tree.

As you enter data for the family tree, as discussed on the next
few pages, the work is being carried out online, i.e. on the
internet. The data you type in will be saved and the tree will still
be there in future when you log on to the Internet. However, to
create a copy of the tree on your local hard disc you must first
download it from the Internet and then save it on your hard disc,
as discussed shortly.
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If you haven't got every piece of information such as Birth Place,
for example, it doesn't matter — the family tree can still be
created. A tree can be edited later to add any new information.

Add Yourself (<]

Start with your own information; be sure to include a first or last name. For the
most accurate results, enter dates in the format: 16 Aug 1925

First and Middie Name Last Name
Jean Smith

Gender

C Mie @ Femae

Birth Date Birth Place
1849 Canterbury

- e

When you click the Continue button shown above, the tree
appears with the new information added, Jean Smith in this
example, as shown below. You can now continue adding family
members by clicking on the various links such as +Add Spouse,
+Add Father and +Add Mother, as shown below. Then continue
for the grandparents and great grandparents, etc.

+ Add Father

+ Add Spouse
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Shown below is a partially completed tree starting with my father,
Arthur Gatenby.

"amdy Group Sheet m
John Gatenby L Jonathan Gatenby o [
18521898 ™
tar W by » Ann Wright [
1877-19%4 - -
Hary Heslop Thomas Heslop
11561928 »
Arthur Gatenby » Bne
19061975
John Hebden N add Father
» 18501927
Annie E Hebden g Mot
1875-1947
Mannagh + Add Father
1851-1935 « Add

The leaves in the top right-hand corner of most of the entries
indicate that Ancestry.co.uk has found additional information or
hints, which may be of interest. Click the leaf icon to find out
more about the hint. In order to read the information in the hint
you may need to buy some credits from Ancestry.co.uk.

# Ancestry Hints for Annie Elizabeth Hebden .

'C.\:hr-ntl;. Family Trees Anne Exzabeth Hebden
1875 n Kidale, Yorkshee,
England

1947

® England & Wales, FreeBMD Birth Indes. Name:  Ann Eizzbe ,
1837-1915 Record Beth  Sep 1875 n ¥ - North R
5 . United Kingdom

The hints are additional information which
Ancestry.co.uk has found by searching the
birth, marriage and death records and the | or ignore hint
national censuses. There is a button
enabling you to review the hint or ignore it if the information is not
needed.
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If you allow the cursor to hover over one of the names in the tree,
a small window appears giving more information about the
person, as shown below.

B: 1875
Kildale
1947

! Annie Elizabeth Hebden

m Vigw profilg :'; gdit ;';_‘ h recor

View profile allows you to add media to the person’s entry on
the family tree, such as a photo, story or audio or video clips.

Annie Elizabeth Hebden

Brth 1875 n Kidale
Death 1947

Show mmediate faméys L seanch hestorcal records Peomioppin v i Adawte

Overview  Facts and Sources  Media Gallery Comments i Hints = Member Connect

Birth Add Meda
1875 Kidale
Death Add Mada

Age: 72

You can correct any errors or add new information using the Edit
option shown above. You are also informed of anyone else who
is researching this person and are given the opportunity to
communicate with them.
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Saving a Family Tree as a GEDCOM File

While you are building up your family tree on the Internet, the
data is saved on the Ancestry.co.uk server computer. Next time
you log on to Ancestry.co.uk, the tree will still be there, even if
you are using a computer in another part of the world. However,
you may want to save a copy of the tree on your hard disc, or
send a copy to someone else, perhaps for them to upload to a
family Web site or to import into some genealogy software.

In creating a GEDCOM file, a family tree as shown on page 24, is
converted into a text-only file; the GEDCOM format was
developed by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
who are also responsible for the FAMILYSEARCH Web site. To
create a GEDCOM in Ancestry.co.uk, select Tree Settings from
the menu bar near the centre of the screen. Then from the lower
right-hand side of the screen, click Download your GEDCOM
file, as shown below

Manage your tree

Export your family tree data, as a GEDCOM file, to
your computer.

download tips

The File Download window should now appear on the screen.
However, in some instances the coding for the GEDCOM file
may suddenly appear on the screen as a text file, as shown in
the small extract below.

1 GEDC

VERS 5.5

FORM LINEAGE-LINKED
@P781700300@ INDI
NAME Jim /Gatenby/

" O N

SEX M
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In this case, click the Back button on your browser, and then
right-click over Download your GEDCOM file as shown
previously. From the menu which appears, select Save Target
As.... The Save As window opens as shown below.

Save As e oy
% e

QQ’ -“ I.n:i an'[(_:] » Family Tree
Organaze ~ New folder E - ®
" Name E Date moddhed Type

~» Libranes
| * Documents
" o Music

= Pictures
B videos

Gatenby Family Tree.ged

o Homegroup

& Computer
[ £, Local Disk (C:)
= KINGSTON (E)

- ¢ m ’

[TVl stenby Famiy Tree gec

Select the location on your hard disc (usually the C: drive) where
the GEDCOM file is to be saved. In this example, | have created
a folder called Family Tree as shown at the top above. Then
give your family tree a name as shown in the File name slot
above. Finally make sure GED File is selected in the Save as
type slot shown above. Click Save to place a copy of the file on
your hard disc. To export the GEDCOM file to another location
such as a removabile flash drive, for example, make sure the new
location is selected in the address bar. In the example below the
GEDCOM file is being saved on a removable flash drive (also
known as a memory stick) called Kingston (E:).

Save As et e
- il [ B gt bty
eu'-- » Computer » KINGSTON (E) » e




Sharing Information

Scanning Photographs and Documents

During your collaboration with other family members, you are
likely to want to exchange copies of old family photographs and
documents such as birth, marriage and death certificates. An
easy way to do this is to scan the photo or document and store it
as a file on your hard disc. Then it can be e-mailed to your
relatives, wherever they are. Flatbed A4 scanners can be
obtained for under £50; you can also buy a multi-function printer
(MFP) which includes an integral scanner for under £40. Place
the photo or document face down on the bed of the scanner,
close the lid and start the scanning software. In this example, the
software SmartThru 4 is being used with a Samsung Colour
Laser Multi-Function Printer.

As shown below, there are options to carry out a Prescan,
followed by a Scan and then to send the scanned image to an
Application, i.e. a program such as Microsoft Paint.

& V& =

Scan To Image Copy Print
Application E-mail Folder OCR Web Seftings
Scan Settngs
imsge Type [True Color 2a20) -
Resoltion - -]
3 Scen Mutiple
Properbes: 2551 x 3510 poosls - 25 63 M8




Sharing Information

3

Saving a Scanned Image on Your Hard Disc

[V = . BiEEr REEE .
< o L] :
Lased L Lo Core te

A foone 1 torn

After clicking Paint and Application the image opens
automatically in Paint, where it can be resized, cropped and
rotated as required. The image can then be saved as a JPEG
file, the universal standard for photographs. From the File and
Save As... menu in Paint | have created a New Folder called
Scanned Images, shown below. Alternatively the save location
in the address bar could be a CD or removable flash drive, etc.

i Save As : o et II“-“I"‘iE. g ii

6\_/. « Geneslogy » Scannedimages v | by P
Orgenae » New folder - @

Then | have added my father-in-law's name, Frank, in the File
name slot and selected JPEG in Save as type, as shown below.

File name:
Save o5 type: | PEG (jog " ipeg " ipe ")

e Foder [ we ] [ conee

Clicking Save places a copy of the file in the selected folder.
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After saving the photograph as a JPEG file, it can be displayed in
the Windows Explorer as shown below. In this example, Extra
large icons has been selected from the View menu.

» Computer » Local Disk (C:) » Genealogy » Scanned Images
T — e - s
Fie Edit View Tools Help

Orgenaze v Include in library v Share with Skde show Bum New foider

Favorites
Recently Changed
Public
Ml Desktop
& Downloads
Recent Places
@ Recorded TV

<@ Libreries
¢ Documents

& Music
&= Pictures ¢ v
B Videos Frankjpg

In the example above, the scanned image Frank.jpg is saved in
the folder Scanned Images, which | have created in a folder
called Genealogy on my hard disc, labelled Local Disk (C:).

Enhancing an Old Photograph

Once the image is saved as a file on the hard disc it can be sent
anywhere in the world as an e-mail attachment, as discussed
shortly. If the original photo was a bit tatty, the image could be
opened in a program like Photoshop Elements or Microsoft Office
Picture Manager. Then the image can be enhanced by altering
the brightness and contrast, etc., and by removing scratches and
other defects. Right-click over the image as shown above and
then select Open with from the menu which pops up. Then
select the program in which to open the image for enhancing.

Open with » @ Adobe Photoshop Elements 6.0 (Editor)
Restore previous versions _.4 Microsoft Office Picture Manager
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Sending Scanned Images and GEDCOM Files

Apart from photographs, any sort of document can be scanned
and the image saved as a file on the hard disc. This might
include birth, marriage and death certificates, copies of wills or
old letters between families, for example. Shown below in the
Windows Explorer is an icon for a marriage certificate alongside
of an icon for a photograph. Both represent JPEG files as
discussed earlier. You could also include save a GEDCOM file in
a similar folder, as discussed on page 26.

L4 » Computer » Local Disk (C:) » Genealogy » Scanned Images
| IS T AL S

i

File Edt View Tooks Help
Organize v ®  Open ~ Slide show Print E-mail Bumn New folder
‘8 Computer
& Local Disk (C:)
. Accounts

AT1 &
Babani Frank.jpg M.moge
edinburgh Certificate.jpg
Family photos Jill

Family Tree

From this folder on the hard disc, copies of the files can be
distributed to various destinations. Right-click over one of the

icons such as the marriage c | (Goped) folder

certificate above, then select _
Send to from the menu which L G o

pops up. Now select the | ¢ Documents

destination for the file, such as a Fax recipient
Mail recipient, DVD RW Drive Mad recipient
(D:) or the removable flash drive DVD RW Drive (D)

called KINGSTON (E:) as
shown on the right.

o KINGSTON (E:)
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If you copy a file onto a medium such as CD/DVD or flash drive,
you could simply hand it or post it to your relatives; they could
open a photographic image by double-clicking the icon in the
Windows Explorer, as shown on the previous page. Or right-click
the icon and choose Open with from the pop-up menu, then
select a program such as Paint in which to view the image. A
GEDCOM file needs to be uploaded to a Web site or to specialist
genealogy software.

E-mailing Image Files as Attachments

Right-click over the icon for
the file, such as Marriage
Certificate.jpg, in the
Windows Explorer. Then
select Mail recipient from |
the pop-up menu shown at
the bottom of the previous e —
page. From the Attach Files window shown on above, you can
reduce the size of the file if necessary, as this might be an issue
with some e-mail systems. Now click Attach and your e-mail
program opens up. Click New and a blank e-mail message
opens with your image file, Marriage Certificate.jpg, already
attached, as shown below.

'Emlimzwmmjpg-mmﬁ—ﬂ]; o ) e
Eile Edit Yiew Insert Format Jooks Help I
Send  Save  Attach  Checknames Pronty High  Low 2- @ |
Ul Te: From:
Subgect  Emailing: Mamiage Certificate,jpg Show Cc & Bec

@: T Marriage Certificate jpg (98.7 KB)
| ABFormat i Add photos |
|

@ Swatonery - Calibi- 12- B I U A - 0 s »

Your message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments .
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Now add the text of the e-mail and send it to your relatives,
together with the attached image. When they receive the e-mail
into their Inbox they can click the name of the attachment such
as Marriage Certificzte.jpg, for example, and select Open or
Save from the menu which appears. In Hotmail the image is also
displayed in the text area of the message, as shown below.

R e
nbox
Jork (10 Emailing: Marriage Certificate.jpg
Drafts (D jimgaterbyithotmail com
Sent
Deleved (30 31 attachment
| phovogrs...
.
MSN m - e
o the Comny of
f o 4 3
2 “p
&« -
iy '
Ilﬁ-: 7_7-'". y - v;

A saved image can be viewed later by double-clicking its icon in
the Windows Explorer or by right-clicking the icon and selecting a
program in which to view the image, Open with. Suitable
programs to view an image include Paint and Microsoft Office
Picture Manager. Then a copy of the photograph or document
might be printed on paper and added to your family history folder.

A family tree saved as a GEDCOM file can also be e-mailed as
an attachment in a similar way and then viewed after uploading
to a genealogy Web site or special genealogy software.

Uploading Images to the Internet

Another way to share family photos and other images is to
upload them to an image sharing Web site such as Flickr, at:

www flickr.com
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Message Boards

You can exchange information with people having the same
surname as yourself by joining one of the message boards
hosted by the genealogy Web sites such as Ancestry.co.uk and
Genealogy.com. These are forums where you ask a question
about your family and then wait for other family members to post
replies. | posted a message on GenForum on Genealogy.com
asking for details about family members, as shown below.

. GenForum

LEARMING CENTER COMMUMNITY MY GENEALOGY COM

Chat | Daily Search | My GenForum | Community Standards | Terms of Service
Home: Surnames: Gatenby Family Genealogy Forum
[ PontFoiomp TRetm o Vevsage i

Re: Arthur, John , Redcar, Northallerton
Posted by: James Gatenby Date: Augwst 04, 2001 at 11
4% of 13

Jump to Forum

lnmuumamm,mommamummnm,_dm Brother John was bask
wlNMMbMM*MWM.SMmM»MIH Other brothers included Bal
Ron, who may have emigrated 0 Canada

Several replies including the one from Mark below enabled me to
find my own family tree, to correspond with a cousin in Canada

and to renew contact with a cousin | had not seen for 40 years.

Re: Arthur, John , Redcar, Northallerton

Posted by: Mark Date: August 04, 2001 at 150942
In Reply to: B2 Arthor Johe . Redoa, Northallerton by James Gateniby 4% of 130 Go
Hello James

If you check out this site and go %o Famlly Trees, overseas and Guis2Canads you will see your father’s wree and yoursell ol
Lwrvrs aatesley Siveserve.co k/mdes baml
| am imtouch with Sam in Canade who provided this information His emadl is ated at the bottom of this web site page

From these online exchanges | obtained a great deal of
information and photographs about relatives in Canada and New
Zealand who | did not even know existed.
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Searching with Google

Introduction

Later chapters of this book show how major genealogy Web
sites such as Ancestry.co.uk and findmypast.co.uk can be used
to find family history information. These sites enable you to
search through official records online, i.e. while connected to the
Internet. The online records include the Civil Registers of Births
Marriages and Deaths from 1837 and also the national censuses
taken every ten years from 1841 to 1911. Worked examples
showing searches of these official records are given later.

However, apart from the official registers, there is much useful
family information stored on Web sites which individuals and
voluntary organisations have created. These might include
parish records or Web sites showing the history of a village, for
example. A program called a search engine is designed to scan
millions of Web pages and display a list of links to those Web
sites which contain the keywords you are looking for. Google is
the world’s favourite search engine and can be launched for free
after entering www.google.co.uk into the Address Bar of a Web
browser such as Internet Explorer, as shown below.

6\_;'{;"' t google.co.uk 4| x i p
e G40 Vew Fovortes [ook Lidp } - %
i Fovortas 5y @ CarReviews, Road Teats, . @ Get More Add-oms ~

4§ Goagle B ® - B Sdayv Tekv @
Web |mages Yideos Maps News Shopong Mad more v (Google | Ssarch setiings ' Sigo i *
Seerch
James Brunt oot

Google Search  'm Feeling Lucky
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Using Google to Search for a Person

You may find a lot of information about your relatives by
searching with Google — or you may be unlucky and not find
very much. This method depends on local organisations and
individuals to make their information available on Web pages on
the Internet. As an example, we might search for my wife Jill's
grandfather, James Brunt, who we know was born in the remote
village of Flash in the Staffordshire Moorlands. We could enter
these details into Google as shown below.

File Edit View Favorites Took Help

i Fevorites @ CorReviews, Roed Testy, .. @ Get More Add-oms ~
88 « V@ Hotmad, News, Sport, Mus.. P9 lames Brunt Resh - Go.. X R~
["wot images Yiieos Maps Mews Shopong Mad mare v
GOOSIC James Brunt Flash Search
About 8,720,000 resulls (0.24 seconds) A ¢
28 Everything JAMES BLUNT - 1973 LYRICS
() More Jurmes Blunt 1973 lyrics in the All The Lost Souls Album ... slign="middle
U Wv m type=", wvll-:ahmrx mw"auh -
The web
Pages krom the UK REWLACH Flash
Flash hes the distinction of being the fughest althude Methodist Chepel buiding .... Sarsh
Standerd view Morton. Alice Brunt. Jemes Redlem, Mcmdiow Jone Brumt ...
Wonder wheel www rewlach org uk/chapelkstiish htmi d Sirelar

Surprisingly the first result involves the singer James Blunt.
Obviously this result was not required in the context of our
particular search and could have been eliminated by enclosing
the name in inverted commas, as shown on the next page.

The effect of the inverted commas is to reduce the number of
results from 6,720,000 to 396 as shown below and on the next

page

GOOSle James Brunt Flash

About 6,720,000 results (0.19 seconds)
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G()Ogle "James Brunt” Flash

About 396 results (0.10 seconds)

When inverted commas are used Google only lists Web pages
containing exactly what is within the speech marks. Without the
speech marks you also get a lot of unwanted results where the
keywords do appear on a Web page but they are separated, as
in the case of John BRUNT and James ABBOTT shown below.

13096 Fanny (ABT 1872 - )

BIRTH: ABT 1788, Cocket Knowl STS,ENG; CHRISTENING: 9 May 1788,

Flash STS,ENG ... Family 1 John BRUNT. MARRIAGE 23 May 1891, Bedford Wesleyan
Methodist Ch,Leigh,LAN.ENG ... [840] PAR: James (1842-1904; a/o William, & Martha
ABBOTT. ...

Upper and Lower Case Letters

As shown in the results above and below, Google finds exactly
the same number of Web sites regardless of the use of upper or
lower case letters.

GO Ogle "james brunt" flash

About 396 results (0.08 seconds)

The first result in the list produced using inverted commas is a
link to REWLACH Flash, a Web site about the history of
Methodism in Flash, by North Staffordshire Methodist Heritage.

"james brunt” flash Search
About 398 results (0 12 seconds) Advanced sesrch
REWLACH Flash

Flash has the distinction of baing the highest altitude Methodist Chapet .... Abrsham

If you click the link REWLACH Flash shown above, the
document opens as shown on the next page.
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CH.ORG.UK
NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE
METHODIST HERITAGE

FLASH

{QUARNFORD FARISH)

Flash has the distinction of being: the bighest aliude Methodist Chapel bulding i the British Isles. The vilage dgn ks tot, 1t 1518 & abxrve sea Jevel, i is the
highest village in Beitnin

Ove effect of this ks the severity of winker weather. While be was 2 Crouk Mismster 2t Leek. in the 1930's, the Rev, RO, Higginson used to ride a BSA Bastan
motorbdke (At that tine. few Minssters could efford to run a car) He was plarmed ot Flash one winter Sunday sftemoon. On arrhal, the people commented that
they scacely expected bini ghven the Breat of mow. They suggrsted that he watch for mow through the window opposite to the pulpt, d & he sow ay he showd
conchude the service and depart as quickly as possitle He did 0ot see any snow during the service. However, soon after b deparnare the mow started 1o fal, and
the *lagr was cut off in about 20 mites.

Cached Web Pages

The above document contains much interesting information
about the village of Flash and the history of Methodism in the
area. At 1518 ft above sea level it has been claimed to be the
highest village in England, but perhaps not Britain.

Many online documents like this extend to several screens of
dense text and it's not always easy to find the specific
information you want. In this example we are looking for
references to James Brunt.

The word Cached on a search result as shown below is a link to
an earlier copy of a Web page. This may still contain all the
information you need and this will certainly be trus in a document
like the above.

"james brunt” flash Search
About 396 results (0.12 seconds) Agvanced search
REWLACH Flash

Flash has the distinction of being the highest altitude Methodist Chapet .... Abraham
Brocklehurst, Ann Brunt. fsaac Brunt, James Brunt. Mary Barber. ...

www rewtach org uk/chapeilistifish htmi - Cached - Similar
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When you click on the word Cached, earlier versions of the Web
pages are displayed and the keywords used in your search
appear highlighted in yellow and blue, as shown below.

This is Google's cache of hitp.//www rewlach org uk/chapellist/fish.html. k is a snapshot of the page
page could have changed in the meantime. Learn more

These search terms are highlighted: jeses brunt il

This makes references to James Brunt easy to find, as shown
below in the North Staffordshire Methodist Heritage document.

one of his classes in his parlow on the Sabbath at the early hour of eight o'clock in the moming. Mr.
ers being taken when  boy to this class, where he witnessed the fathfulness and tender eamestoess of this
fallen asleep

were - 1st CLASS. Sarah Mortos, Alice Bamt, James Redfern, Mary Critchlow, Jane Brunt. Martha
thew Billinge, Zephanish Brmt, Abraham Brocklehurst, Ann Brurt, Isaac Brunt, James Brust, Mary
Wood.lul:\bn M-')‘B-bu HCIASS Bﬂrm Wyhlunm S-ﬂm

The extracts from the REWLACH document state that Flash is in
QUARNFORD PARISH, as shown near the top of the previous
page. Changing the keywords in the Google Search Bar to
include quarnford, as shown, below yields a different set of
results. This time only 49 results, i.e. links to web pages, are
found.

O()Sle James brunt” quamnford 4
About 49 results @ 35 seconds)
*§ Everything Dowler and Yates Family History - Person Page 106
12 May 2090 ... hmwnwwuncmd?w 1871 at Summer Seal.

I' More Quermbord. Siakordahie He was 3 famer fom 1831 o 1901 .

As shown above, this result includes an extract from the census
of 1871 and mentions that James Brunt, living at Summer Seat,
was a farmer. However, Jill knew that her grandfather was not
born until about 1879, so perhaps this James Brunt was Jill's
Great Grandfather.
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Clicking on the Dowler and Yates Family History link shown at
the bottom of the previous page opens a Web site which includes
members of Jill's family, the Brunts, including James Brunt, born
1836, as shown below.

M, b. circa 1836, #3294

James Brunt was born circa 1836 at Summer Seat, Quarnford, Staffordshire.

He married Margaret Beresford, daughter of James Beresford and Zilpah (?), circa No
1869 at St Peter, Alstonefield, Staffordshire.

His martiage to Margaret Beresford was registered in the December quarter of 1869 in tH
Ashbourne registration district.
James Brunt appeared on the cemsus of 2 April 1871 at Summer Seat, Quarnford, Staffed
He was a farmer from 1881 to 1901.

He appeared on the census of 3 April 1881 at Cross Side, Quarnford, Staffordshire.

* He appeared on the census of 5 April 1891 at New Cottage, Quarnford, Staffordshire.

« He appeared on the cemus of 31 March 1901 at New Cottage, Quarnford, Staffordshire

Further down the Web page is a [/i=7 Wargaret Beresford T =7y 777

link to another James Brunt born George Brunt- b. ¢ 1870

1879, son of James born in 1836. 'AJ:"":"":::":"':O'l ';7":““8"
Q v 1

Jill remembered that her | . s.,?,. Ann ......:, b. ¢ Feb 1877

grandfather had brothers including e

. Clara Brunt b. 1881
Bower and George and this o Joseph Brunt 5. c May 1883

confirmed that this James Brunt Bower Brunt b. 1835
born 1879, was definitely her

grandfather. Clicking on the link James Brunt b. c. Feb 1879
shown above on the right provides more details, including the
known fact that Jill's grandfather was a butcher in 1901.

M, b. circa February 1879, #3299
Pop up Pedges

o Father: James Brunt b. c 1836
o Mother: Margaret Beresford b. c May 1845

o Relationship: 2nd cousin 1 time removed of Olive Yates.

« James Brunt was born circa February 1879 at Quarnford, Staffordshire.

o His birth was registered in the March quarter of 1879 in the Leek registration district|
« He appeared on the census of 3 April 1881 at Cross Side, Quarnford, Staffordshire.

« He appeared on the census of 5 April 1891 at New Cottage, Quarnford, Staffordshire.
o He was a butcher in 1901.
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All of this information was later confirmed by looking at the
census data from 1841 to 1911. (Using the censuses is
discussed in detail later.) However, thanks to the fact that the
Dowler and Yates Family History containing the Brunt family, had
already been put online, Google was able to provide a very quick
and direct route to the information about JilI's grandfather.
Google is also free, unlike some of the Genealogy Web sites.

The fact that you can get this information so easily is a huge
advantage, especially if you live a long way from your family's
roots. Or you may be disabled and unable to travel.

Fortunately we were atle to travel to Flash in the Staffordshire
Moorlands and see Jill's grandfather’'s grave. We were also able
to discuss some of the places where her family lived. This
included Summer Seat, mentioned on the previous page, where
Jil’'s great grandfather was born in 1836 and where he was still
living in 1871. We also learned that Summer Seat was built by
the Brunt family on rented land, a practice apparently not
uncommon in those days. The house was vacated in 1891 and
has since been damaged by fire and fallen into disrepair. The
following picture shows all that was left of Summer Seat in 2010.
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Several Web pages refer to
illegal activities around Flash.
These include legends about |
the mysterious disappearance
of peddlers who wandered the
area looking for shelter.
Wikipedia lists the making of
counterfeit coins as another
occupation and this is depicted
in the sign for the New Inn at
Flash, shown on the right. In the
19th century silk weaving and
coal mining were major
employers but these industries
have now totally disappeared.

Parish Records

By entering the name Brunt and the name of the neighbouring
village of Hollinsclough into Google, the resulting Hollinsclough
Web site provides a wealth of information, including the following
burial records. These show that there were Brunts living in the
Flash and Hollinsclough area at least as early as 1607.

Henry Hodficld Pouperculi Needle Eye Dec 8™

Anne Wife of Froncis “hapmor Husdangman Holesclough Jon I 1603
Ellen Sellare Begge- Duncoate Srtove  por o 606
Eliz Wife of Roger Noden Holesclough Nov 27™ 1607

omas Brunt Burne Booth Jun 24™

Eliz Soodwin Moscarr Mer 19™ 1608
Egw Plante jun s Dondman ategreave  Aug 13™ 1609
Wm Shiplebotham  Agricoloc Jon 18™ 1610

Also shown in the above records are some early names of
occupations such as husbandman (tenant farmer), pauperculi
(poor person), begger and agricolae (farmer).
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Using Google to Search for a House

Shown below is an extract from the birth certificate of Jill's
mother Winnie, giving her father's name, James Brunt, her birth
date in 1917 and the birth place as Stydd Hall, Yeaveley.

s s e
r\f‘_ ) 24 Y F’ (,..‘:"4 2 . L7 - /’I:_{
. 1T 4 b § Soveed . / 4 ; Y

r{f’ ‘:’ﬂ” "l/”h”" ) ol ¢ ’ ‘f”"'""f Fansmen U/ ({"4‘;..
;lu.)" F Rk fomenit Gt i
.:!,,(I-u’o-- ‘!," T "i(;nw Pt L .,J‘,:,

Stydd had been built as a manor house but in 1917 was being
used as a working farm. By this time James Brunt had changed
occupation from butcher to farmer. After carrying out a search
for Stydd Hall using Google, numerous Web sites are listed
giving a large amount of information about the history of Stydd
Hall.

The Web sites state that Stydd is part Elizabethan and part
Jacobean, with a large amount of medieval masonry. The hall
was built on the site of a preceptory or headquarters of the
Knights Hospitallers, a religious order founded in 1190. Extensive
ruins and one wall of the original chapel remain, as shown below.

This picture was found on the Web by using Google Images.
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Summary

This chapter has described the use of the Google search engine
to find information about Jill's “Flash” grandfather, James Brunt.
Some of the information obtained using Google was as follows:

¢ The names, birth places and occupations of Jill's great
grandparents.

» Details of Jill's grandfather and his brothers and sisters,
their births, marriages, homes and occupations.

» Details of the spectacular landscape and the lawless
activities of some of the people, perhaps to compensate
for the wild environment and difficult farming conditions.

» The strong presence of the Methodist Church in the
area, including meetings at a Brunt family home.

e A large number of pictures showing the nature of the
area, displayed after a search using Google Images.

e Early records from a neighbouring parish showing the
Brunt family were present from as early as 1607.

e Details of the house where Jil's mother was born in
1917 and the site’s history going back to 13th century.

The Brunt family searches with Google were very fruitful because
Flash is a popular Peak District village and so there is a lot of
information available on the Web. Also a lot of Brunt family
records had been put on the Dowler and Yates family Web site
by Jackie Russell. Some of this information is also available in
the censuses, as discussed shortly, but you have to pay for it —
Google searches are free. Similarly not everyone is born on the
site of a 13th century Knights’ preceptory described in numerous
Web pages. Google is very useful for finding information about
people and places, especially if you can’t travel to an area. Some
of this information may not be available in the official records
accessed by the genealogy Web sites and discussed shortly.
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Introduction

The last chapter described the use of Google to search for
information, after entering keywords identifying people or places.
This method is only successful if other people have already
“uploaded” relevant information onto accessible Web pages.

This chapter looks at some of the dedicated genealogy Web
sites which have been set up to give online access to official
records. These are mainly the Civil Registers of Births, Deaths
and Marriages from 1837 and the National Censuses available
every 10 years from 1841 to 1911. Most people alive at the time
of a census should be listed, but there may be a few exceptions,
e.g. if people were out of the country. Some parish records are
also available online. There are also specialist registers giving
access to military records and passenger lists of ships carrying
emigrants to Canada, Australia and New Zealand, for example.

There may also be a genealogy Web site created by relatives of
your own family. In my case, Mark Gatenby has created a very
comprehensive Gatenby’s of Yorkshire Web site, discussed later
in this book. In my wife’s family the Dowler and Yates Family
History Web site provides much useful information.

£ Dowder and Yates Family History - People 5 B - mp v Pagew Salety~

Home  Russell and Wadey Famslies  Main Page  Blog

Dowler and Yates Family Fistory

People
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Findmypast.co.uk www.findmypast.co.uk

This site was previously called 1837online. Activities available in
findmypast.co.uk include the following:

» Searching the General Register Office databases for the
indexes to births, marriages and deaths from 1837-
2006. The indexes are used to place orders online for
copies of the original certificates to be posted to you.

» Exploring the records of censuses taken every 10 years
from 1841 to 1911, showing occupants of households,
their ages, occupations and birthplaces.

» Examining parish records and specialist military and
emigration records.

Charges

Initial searches are free but a charge is made when you view
actual census returns or BMD indexes; payment is made by
yearly or 6-monthly subscription or by pay as you go, e.g. £6.95
for 60 credits. An original census return costs 30 credits and a
modern transcript costs 10. There is also a 14-day free trial.

Findmypast.co.uk includes a lot of help and advice about getting
started in researching family history, including several online
videos. Free software is provided enabling you to construct your
family tree online.

findmypast . K iscniiza

search with the experts

Weicome Back b Credits Left

Home | Family Trees | Births, Marriages & Deaths | Census | Migration | Military | Living Relative:

1 Begin your family tree 2 Births, marriages & deaths 3  Explore the censuses
Start with what you aiready know: Use the indmypest.co.uk birth, Explore the findmypast.co.uk
yourse, your spouse and chddren, marnage and desth (BMD) records 1911 census records. Chart yol
your parents and grandperents. Ask  to begin to fll in the gaps, and to ancestors’ progress through Iif
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GENUKI www.genuki.org.uk

This is an enormous reference library on the Web. GENUKI is
free to use and is run as a charitable trust maintained by
volunteers. It directs a user to relevant Web sites where further
information such as the addresses where parish records are kept
or where a CD containing records may be obtained. GENUKI is
organised in a hierarchical structure, allowing you first to select a
country in the UK plus Ireland. Then you navigate down through
the counties to find a parish or place you are interested in. For
example, if you select Northumberland you are given a
description of the county including the type of landscape, major
towns and rivers and the main sources of employment.

c?"’f» et @ comm I omttatics P sl Nermbont
UK & lowband
Gemesbey  NORTHUMBERLAND

“The mon wortherly oty of Eaglend. R 53 naxt 1o Scotimd, o the German Ocesn, and is bownded by Durham and Cunberkind. R extoncs about
7O anlles in g, and 50 in broadih, and contass |2 market towns, and 460 purishes The ai is 20t 30 cold o5 muight be imagied fom e et
which i Bes, an the mow seldom brs loag in Nortmsberiend, except on e tops of the bils. some of which are sbeve 2000 fost ligh The sal s
v-b-.h*!'mb'—iﬂ.“mpdwﬁ-d-nmd:n-.ﬂm:-hb‘:dh".khm
past is gensrally busren, & being mostly heathy and mowstsinows Tt yiokls Ivadt and is owe of the mon productive and best coal-flakls in Eaglead koa
and glass-works are s principel mamdactunies. and it has some fsheries This couty & well wabered by tivers, the principal of which are tr Tyns,
Twoed, and Coquet Alrwick is thr cousty-tows, bt e hrgrst an richest is Newcasth: Popalsticn. 250,278 R returns § measbers o

parbamaent * [From Borciey s Complors mad Lrwversel English Dictionary, 1842]

INFORMATION RELATED TO ALL OF XORTHUMBERLAND

» Archives and Libratics « Medical Records
« Dibdomapby « Millary Hisory
o C ey » Miltary Records
C Names, Geomrmplecal
» Chrsh Hisory +» Nomes Porsossl
» Charch Records * Newmpepeny
« Civil Resistratics » Otiacies
Convctionsl instivions Occupemons
« Desciction sad Tysved + Poothouses. Poor Law, eic
el
. and ey s Schoob

Now click a link such as Church Records above and amongst
an enormous number of further links are the following examples:

Emigratios asd Immigratioa
o Passenger list of the Guy Mannering which includes 58 persons from the Alendale area.

e DPassenger list of the Lord Delaval which includes 50 persons from Berwick upon Tweed

Click on a link to display a list of actual names of the passengers.
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FreeBMD www.freebmd.org.uk

This is a free Web site maintained by volunteers and sponsored
by other Web sites such as Ancestry.co.uk. The aim is to simplify
the task of finding the indexes or references which allow you to
order a birth, marriage or death certificate. Previously you had to
scan copies of the original sheets on the screen by eye until you
found the person you wanted. The FreeBMD volunteers have
transcribed millions of records from the original sheets so that
they can now be searched by computer after entering a person’s
name. The results now appear instantly.

The following transcribed index was obtained by selecting
marriage and entering surname and first name into FreeBMD.

This entry was created from the following transcription
Surmame Given Name District Volume Page Tramscriber
Marriages Dec 1841

GATENBY Jonathan Whitby 24 607  rowenamd
The Surname, Given Name, District, Volume and Page above
are enough to make an online order for the certificate from the
General Register Office at www.gro.gov.uk. Clicking the link
under Transcriber shown above displays the full name of the
person who transcribed the indexes from the original sheets.
Although freeBMD make no charge for searching for the indexes,
you obviously have to pay a fee to the General Register Office
(GRO) to cover the cost of producing and posting the certified
copies of the birth, marriage and death certificates.

FreeBMD also allows you to view the scan of original document
in various file formats, such as TIFF, JPEG or PDF, as discussed
in Chapter 9. Then it can be saved on your hard disc and printed
on paper.
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Ancestry.co.uk  www.ancestry.co.uk

Ancestry.co.uk is the UK branch of Ancestry.com, a very large
American Genealogy Web site. Billions of records are accessible
from around the world. Ancestry.co.uk includes the following:

e U.K. Census records form 1841-1901.

o Birth, marriage and death records, from 1837-2005
e Ships passenger lists.

e Military service records.

e Creation of an online family tree, including photographs.

As mentioned earlier, Ancestry.co.uk sponsors FreeBMD and
gives access to their records. These have been transcrived into
name searchable form by the FreeBMD volunteers. This means
birth, marriage and death indexes can be found more quickly. In
addition Ancestry.co.uk automatically inserts the indexes into an
online order form, simplifying the process of ordering certificates.

Membership is by one of three levels of subscription, paid
annually or monthly and there is a pay as you go option at £6.95.

Particulars of the person whose Birth Certificate is required

Surnyme at Buth * Gatenby
Forename(s) at Birth * John
Reference Information from GRO Index

Yeor (yyvy) * 1892
Quarnter * 1 .
District Name * Stockton
volume Number * 10a

Page Number *

Copyright © Ancestry.com. All Rights Reserved.

49
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The Genealogist www.thegenealogist.co.uk
This Web site offers a full range of genealogy services, including:

¢ Births, marriages and deaths from 1837 onwards.

¢ Census transcripts fro 1841-1901.

* Non-conformist, Wesleyan, Methodist, Baptists, etc.,
back to 1600.

¢ Parish records form 1538 onwards.

¢ Landowners with 1 acre or more in 1873.

* Wills and testaments.

* Knights of England back to 1127.

o Military records
Various subscriptions are available from £4.66 a month and there
is a £5 pay as you go option. An associated Web site,

www.genealogysupplies.com, sells genealogy software, books
and CDs.

f I'heGenealogist.co. uk]

0 N RN G

© Mew Circa 1911 Dats

© Awarded Best 8MD and Census site
© Census transcripts & Images 1841 1o 1901

oRr o The largest coltection of tramscrigts

I3 £t

© Porisd and non-centormist reconds

© 1he widest coverage: 1127 10 2005
° The widest range: Land Records phes..

© —»w1, wwa, Miitary, Dicectories et
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www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk

This provides a full set of records of the people of Scotland,

including:

Births, marriages

and deaths from 1538-2006.

Censuses every 10 years from 1841-1901.
Wills and Testaments searches 1513-1901.
Coats of Arms searches 1602-1907.

Catholic Parish Registers 1703-1955

You can pay for searches at the rate of £6 for 30 credits; viewing
a page of search results costs 1 credit and viewing an original
image costs 5 credits. There is also a Getting Started guide to
help you with your first steps in family history research.

Articles about Famous Scots from the past and present are also
included and their are links to their biographical information and

related documents.

Ne Year Surnama Forename Ses  District City | County / MR GROS Data Image Extract
1 iaee WALLS SARAN F BALLINGRY FrE 408/00 0008 YIEW (PAID) OROER
Chck have o panter trendly gad
fage 1(Froe) ~ of 1 (1 reconds)
Statutory I I Census Records Other Records |
* Dirths 10552006 = Births & Baptisms > 1841 - 1871 = 1991 = wills & Testamsnts
* Marrisges 18552006 | 1538-1854 > 1851 - 1881 Search 15131901 (Free)
- Deaths 10552006 * Banns 4 Marriages =184 - 1031 = Coats of Arms Search
A538-1824 = A8A1 (ADS) 1672-1907 (Freel
= Deaths & Surialy = Cathslic Parish
I.I';_l.ﬂ Reqisters 17031535
Abcwatabaiy
.“QQS | d P l The official governmert source
g COt an S eop e of genealogical data foe Scotland




5 Genealogy Web Sites

FAMILYSEARCH www.familysearch.org

This is a free Web site provided by the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints. It was started in 1999 and was one of the first
genealogy Web sites. Founded in America, it provides access to
worldwide databases including UK parish records.

Comprehensive help facilities are provided, induding 5 online
videos which can also be downloaded to your computer. There
are separate videos for England and Ireland and some other
countries.

The International Genealogical Index within FAMILYSEARCH is
a major collection of parish records including England, Wales,
Scotland and other parts of the world. It enables you to search
for events such as births, deaths and marriages including those
occurring before the start of the Civil Registration in 1837 in
England and Wales.

Free Family History, Family Tree, and Genealogy
Records and Resources from Around the World

Search Records for Your Ancestors Start Your Family History

Oniine bith. memings, desth. consus, chwrch and cther indexes G [ y bcation lorme mape gudes and

[ va—— Lost or Fomy Home free online resources Mm.lwh_“

Clwstopiver Wally

Uts evest Your Your Rengy

B/Chstonng 1965 Exact yoar

Longniry of Tagen

[Scottana i}

(Coewn ]

What's New Family History Librery Froe PAF Family History Solwere
Persend Ancesivl Fls (PAF) is 8 bee
genentegty snd tarmily pregam PAF
dows you ¥ quickly and esslly callect
esgenizs and share your lewlly Nstery and
peneslugy iormation

Nows & Events Find o Femily Hisory Conter Free Calor Charts with PAF Compenion

- Privt your lamily tree in celosidt sncestor
U S & Canade. enter 2 slate of province o= - MP:W 8
All athers. enter » Coudry -' Ly
P Intemet | Proteted Mode: On
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RootsWeb www.rootsweb.ancestry.com

This is one of the original genealogy Web sites and is now
hosted by Ancestry.com. When | entered just the name Jonathan
Gatenby into RootsWeb as shown below, it carried out a global
search and produced some very impressive results.

( s.archTRootsw.b.com Search Ancestry.com (g
Jonathan  Gatenby | Search_
First Name Last Name 8y Keyword First Name Last Name Arvancea

-

The results revealed a lot of information about my great, great
grandfather including the names of his parents and brothers and
sisters and his address in 1851. This search facility scans many
worldwide databases; it may sometimes find records even if they
occur before the start of General Registration in 1837.

Welrame t» AeomWeb com

ancestry :
e Searches [ - ]lﬁi‘ Mading Lists Mess. res u S0t Heip
RootsWeb's WorldConnect Project
Global Search

Names 614,140,681 Sunames 5,327,924 Dassbases 428,002
Resulis 1-2af 2

Birth/Christens Desth/Berial
Kame Date Place Dase Place Dutabase recerd?
., Jomatry ABT 1818 Egua Yorkshire BEF 1381 oroboy 194§

B 0L @ Father Wiliam Gatcndry Mother Mary Pomock Spowe Am Wrisht

RootsWeb enables family history researchers to communicate
via a Message Board with other people interested in a particular
surname. When | entered my surname into RootsWeb, 267
messages appeared, the second message involving my
grandfather and great grandfather.

Arthur Wright Gatenby Posted on: 14 De< 1999, by
Sumames > Gatenby
1881 cansus hists John Gatenby age 29 bom 16 Thom St Linthorpe, wife Mary age 25 bom Riedale
Yorks Arthur W Gatenby son age 4 bom Middiesbrough
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Cyndi’s List www.cyndislist.com

This Web site is a gateway to a vast number of cther genealogy
Web sites. As shown below, there are over 270,000 links to help
the family history researcher, covering an enormous range of
topics such as guidance for beginners, worldwide censuses and
numerous message boards.

[ of o Gougle- -
s List =
ol Sites on Web @ Cyndislist com

1996-2010: Your genesiogy starting point online for more then » decede!

270,000+ inksfor | Main Category Index
farmly hustory!
ABCREEGHIJKLMNOPQRBSIUYW
299,970 m o
180« categones | Acadian, Caun & Cregle (om Names
1o_m. M Updered February 18 2010 Vpdotad Meron 7 2010
uncategonzed
! Adoobion 1sn
Upsetnd September 18 2009 Vodated Mergr 16 2010
Beowse Alnca o | Nethedands | Nederland s
Cyndi's List: Usdates Meven 7 2010 Useatee Mercn 9 2010
o Man index
Alncan-Amencan Newsgrouos i«
+ Iomerlindax Upgonnd Merch 7 2010 e MM"‘Z’:’
o Alphabstical index |
¢ Mo Frils” index T | )
o1 | Anses%%ﬁm o Nmamzx
Search: Antarchca MR o New Zealand awor

o Search or Browse Upested December 17 2009 Upestes March 9 2019

If you select England from the main index and then History &
Culture, there are lots of interesting online articles, such as the
History of the Census, shown in the extract below.

/ History -
| ] of the

Census

" UCENTENARY HOME

HISTORY OF THE CENSUS  AREA MONITORS F FAME

Mastory does repeal dsell - and the census proves thal The lrst modem census of 1801
was called amidst fears that Britains growing populalion would outsirip the counin's
supply of food - and 200 vears later countryside and food are as lopical as sver

Thete have been great changes W the census itsell over the last bwo cantunes - rom he
at tmes conbroversial questions on the forms 1o the methods of collecling. sloring
processing and assessing the information |
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Using Census Records

Introduction

The census records from 1841 to 1911 enable you to find out
where your ancestors lived and who the other members of the
household were. My interest was to find out about my
grandparents who died before | was born. All | knew about my

maternal grandparents was
that their surname was Walls. |
used a copy of my mother's
birth certificate as a starting
point as it gives a person’s full
name, date and place of birth,
their parents’ names (including
mother's maiden name) and
father’s occupation.
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If you haven't got a particular birth, marriage or death certificate
needed in your research, these can be obtained quite easily, as

described in Chapter 8.

| decided to use the well-known genealogy Web site,
be launched by entering
www . findmypast.co.uk into your Web browser.

findmypast.co.uk, which can

The examples in Chapters 6 and 8 of this book were carried out
using findmypast.co.uk. All transcribed records are reproduced by
permission of findmypast.co.uk. All original images are Crown
Copyright, reproduced by courtesy of the National Archives, London.
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Findmypast.co.uk

After entering the Web address as shown on the previous page,
the findmypast.co.uk Home Page opens, as shown below.

findmy past . 9%geuk Vst ustoday

search with the experts
Wekcome Seck am  Credwe Lot 68 My acomnt Subncrte (TR

Home | Family Traes | Rirths, Marrisges & Deaths | Cansus | Mig
Your account summary Search Our Records ) ‘N T —
Waicome back Jm * Fiaide required Pettng tarted

= ides tutonels
Popa— Frat Mome i STUSNRR  pevment optone

Submcribe for unierated acoses -y =5 nowieage bess

00000

credes: 64 * Lost Nome

et expry 13 Mey 2011 &} ¥ _v
Mansgs My Accourt :_:-_- =

Srth Yeer  Ossth Yeur

Saacch Butha, Marrscss and Ceatt  Seacch Caness  Saecch reigacy

Payment options Famdy Hutory News | Y Suild your lamily
troe for free
:—_ . 06/03/10 - Chetsen Pensieners British Ay °""_;"""_‘__"
ocosea to the '.‘f—'rgr Service Records 1871 1083 now on site by
onkng 1841-1911 ﬁ't{‘ ?_\“n‘ You can now seerch 97,513 records of men
ceneus coflection POneoned out of the Brteh Army between 1273 Sty
ovedable, 1837-2008 and 1882
BMOu, parwh,
v W 05/05/10 - Revel Marine Medal Roll 1914
records. e 1920 b5 o g shhe LO1L comous
= The comolets Warkd Wer | Campasgn Medal ol for Thaleniyplece’te
] = the Rovat Mernes are now on findmypest.couk. Sibmcribe w the

In the top left-hand corner of the screen there is a Welcome
back message, as | was a previous user of the site. This also
states that | have 66 credits left. Otherwise you can look at the
Payment options at the bottom left of the screen and either
subscribe for 6 months or a year or choose PayAsYouGo.

Across the top of the screen is a menu bar with buttons for all of
the main features of findmypast.co.uk, such as Census records,
Births, Marriages & Deaths and Migration, Military and
Specialist Records. The Family Trees feature on the menu bar
above provides free online software with which to create and
store your family tree. On the right of the screen there are links
leading to help in getting started and various tutorial videos. In
the lower centre of the screen are news items about the latest
records to be added to findmypast.co.uk. In the centre of the
screen is the Search feature discussed on the next page.
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Starting the Search

Enter the first and last names of the person you are looking for,
in this example my mother, Olive Walls. You don't need to enter
the birth and/or death year unless you are searching for a name
like Smith and are likely to get a lot of results.

Search Our Records

* Fields required

First Name
Ohve

* Last Name
Walls

Birth Year Death Year

Search Births, Marriages and Deaths  Search Cengus  Search Military

After | clicked Search the number of records found in the various
archives was displayed, including 2 in the 1901 Census records.

1901 Census 2 records

1911 Census 6 records

The records in the 1901 Census can be dismissed since my
mother was not born until 1904. However, the 1911 Census
records should contain my mother's family and clicking on the
highlighted text 6 records above produced the following list.

ol aaarch resuills (nfiaing search
Institution, Original
Household Howsehold consus
or Vassel  Hame YNt Age Sex fesistratios Districi  Cowaty Transcript  image
Insthution  WALLS, Olrve 1905 10 F chah yEW vew
Mousshold WALLS, Obve 1894 17 F  York Yortaiwre (East ndmng) YW VEW
Household WALLS, Ofive 1907 4 F Deriington Durham VIEW VIEW
Mousshold WALLS, Obve 1904 7 F  Houghton Le Sprng Ourham YIEW VEW
Housshold WALLS, Ohve 1904 7 F % VEW
Mousshold  WALLS, OveMey 1911 O F  Eset Preston Suseex YEW VIEW




Using Census Records

Viewing the Return for a Household

One of the records on the previous page agrees very closely with
my mother’s birth certificate, i.e. the correct name, Olive Walls,
year of birth 1904 and place of birth Northumbertand.

WALLS, Olive 1904 7 F Rothbury Northumberiand

We can now choose to view a modern Household Transcript
(costing 10 credits) or the Original census image (30 credits).
The Household Transcript is shown on the next page.

Signing In or Signing Up

When you click either Household Transcript or Original
census image and you are a new user, the window shown
below appears. It will also appear if you are an existing user of
findmypast.co.uk and have not signed in.

If you are already a user of findmypast.co.uk, you sign in with
your username or e-mail address and password. If you are not
yet registered, click Sign up to become a registered user of
findmypast.co.uk. This will involve paying a subscription or
making a PayAsYouGo payment, e.g. £6.95 for 60 credits. This
is enough to view and print six census transcripts for a
household or two original census images.

Sign in to findmypast.co.uk Sign In Not registered” Sian up
Once you're signed in you can: Username or Emai Address

1. View millions of histoncal

records. Resenord

2. Build your family tree for free
using Famidy Tree Explorer.
3. Buy or renew a subscnption 7] Remember me @ Do not tick thes f you are using a shared computer

or PayAsYouGo credits. SignIn P J

After completing the signing in or registration procedure, the
household transcript or original census image (whichever you
selected earlier) will appear. A Household Transcript is shown on
the next page.

Forgotten Password
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1911 census - household transcription

Person: WALLS, Ohve
Address: Whae House Ewesiey Morpeth

Cost:
You wil be charged 10 credds for a tranecnpt and 30 creddts for an image, uniess you have
purchased & subscription

for tiug set of records.

@ census search resulls all search results egening cu
Condition/ Birth
Name Relation Yrs married Sex Age Year Occupation Where Born
WALLS, Chnetopher Head m M a6 1865 tond '
WALLS, Mory Ann wife ;‘:"n"_‘:‘ Fooa3 1068 seling
WALLS, Wilham Son Sngle M 21 1890 Whinestone Hand-Breaker Fife Shere
WALLS, Polly Daughter Single F 17 1894 Embiston
WALLS, Chnetopher Son M 11 1900 Embieton
waus, Daugh P9 1902 embleton
WALLS, Obve Deughter P70 1904 Embleton
WALLS, Joseph Son M S 1906 Embleton
WALLS, Cathenne Dsughte- Fo2 1909 Shtehouse
PATTISON, George Johneton Boarder Single M 20 1883 Lmestone Quarryman Greennock
WHITE, Frank Bosrder  Single M 36 1075 tand o
JONES, Herry Bosrder  Single M 24 1887 AMnetone Quarryman Bamey US A

Although the household transcription above is quite legible, you
can click PRINTER FRIENDLY VERSION as shown above to
produce the format shown in the small extract below.

i Archive Ref: o

Eﬂwm“bﬂ White Hoese Ewesley Morpeth
14PN31188 RG78PN1 785 RDS69 SDI ED14 SN52

Rog. District: Rothbury Sub District: Rothbury

Parish: Ritton White House Emum. District: 14

Address: White House Ewesiay Morpeth

Coumty: Northumberiend
Condition/ Birth

Nome Relation Yrs married Sax Age Year Occupation Where Born

WALLS, Christopher Head Married M 46 1865 Whinestone Hend-Bresker Dumiries
26 yoars

WALLS, Mary Ann wis  Married F 43 1868 Fang
26 yesrs

WALLS, Wilkem Son Single M 21 1890 Whinestone Hand-Breaker Fife Shire
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The results list displayed after a search include an option to
VIEW the original transcript, as shown on the right below.

WALLS, Olrve 1504 7 ¢ Mouphton Le Sprng Durham VIEW VIEW
WALLS, Ofive 1904 7 F  Rothbury Northumberiand YEW VIEWY
WALLS, Ofive May 1911 0 F  East Preston Sussex YEW VIEW

The middle record above is my mother Olive Walls and
Rothbury is the registration district for Ewesley, shown on the
census return on the previous page. Searching the Internet
revealed that Ewesley is a few scattered cottages and
farmhouses with a quarry, disused railway line and a reservoir.
Rothbury is a small market town a few miles away, situated on
the river Coquet. According to various Web sites, Rothbury is in a
beautiful area surrounded by hills such as Simonside and the
Cheviot hills. Cragside nearby, was the first house in the world to
have hydro-electricity and is now a National Trust property.

Now if you select VIEW under Original census image (the right-
hand VIEW above) the original census image should appear if
you are a signed in as a user and have enough credits.
Otherwise you will be asked to sign in, register if a new user or
credit your account with some money. Original census records
cost 30 credits each. You can either use PayAsYouGo and Buy
Credits as shown below or take out a subscription for 6 or12

months.
PayAsYouGo options
O tow much do records cost to view?
vald for 365 Days 90 Days
Number of credits 280 credus 60 credaes
£24.08 £6.98
All Records "4 4
Buy Credits > Bay Credits »>

Once your account has enough funds, the original transcription of
the census records should appear as shown on the next page.

60



Using Census Records

6

Viewing an Original Census Image

The census return filled in by the enumerator for the White
House, Ewesley is shown below. To view different parts of the
image, place the mouse cursor over the image and hold down
the left mouse button. Now keeping the button held down, drag
the image in the direction you require.

WALLS, Olive Remawrwng credits: 56
nov ALY, Morthum 1

eleronce l‘l‘m’llﬂﬂ “7!’"]7'5 RD34.9 Ongnat Imegee
WI ED14 SNS2 w; ':im
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B el FL s
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- S it 1

et e o Ty bims B Wt i e

€ Crown Copynght Images reproduced by cowtesy &f The hatiors) Archeves, London. Englend. L
1. Errer on pags. @ itoer | Protected Mode On . RN -

The menu bar across the centre of the screen has several useful
tools, as shown below.

RN IR EIRT I

The hand icon on the left above
permits scrolling of the image, by
dragging, as described above. The
single magnifying glass next to the
hand above is used to enlarge a
small area of the image at the
current cursor position.




Using Census Records

A M2 Q! Jvww 4 O

Next are two icons for saving and printing an image. o
The two magnifying glass icons are used to zoom in —
and zoom out of the image. The group of icons on Q
the right of the toolbar above are used to change the

width and height of the image, to rotate the image

through 90 degrees, to present white text on a blue background
and to display the image in full screen mode.

Enumerator’s Information

One of the advantages of
viewing the original image is | Remaining credits: 26

M

that it contains more Onginal Images

information than the transcript. MJ ;.gg»,ie,J;i_m

This includes additional

information recorded by the e
census  enumerator.  For bst| Cover | ostans votats [oescrpton

example, the census transcript

for my grandfather's household gave the address as White
House. Clicking Description on the right above produces the
information below. This shows that the full address was Ritton
White House and consisted of White House Farm and Cottages,
White House Lime and Whinestone Quarry, Cottages and Works.

HNA B A& Jy we 4 @

- » . -
= E“o; (Uz « j/’éuw 3 _..'_

CONTENTR o  Xoumcrstion Distriet

Cobuse "
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3 At . ffal};“ Laurdos
,-w‘J k'-v'-‘- ‘Z ;n0m7/af <
.}u:.,» M-{‘ v e s Lht A d“ Aoas Ayt \wmasmil
o Cott oate o \Ktn B CMagnn  €ati Pait-fam St agpn. 607ty
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Using the LizardTech Enhanced Viewer

Not surprisingly some of the scanned images of the old census
returns are difficult to read, even after zooming in or using the
magnifying glasses described earlier. On the right of the screen
there is a link to download to your computer an enhanced viewer,

Image too slow to
Save image to computer P a:apear?
yiewer

(As shown above there is also a button to allow you to save a
copy of the image to your computer).

Click Download free enhanced viewer, as shown above then
click the Download button next to your particular version of
Windows, as shown below.

1. XP with Service Pack 3, Vista or Windows 7 (support 64 bit machines)

Download P

2. XP without Service Pacdk 3, Windows 2000, ME, 98

Download P

It is now just a case of clicking Run and Next, etc, and agreeing
to allow the enhanced software to be installed on your computer.
The enhanced viewer is called LizardTech DjVu and is a “plugin”,
a program used to improve another, larger program. This
particular plugin is designed to improve the display of scanned
images, such as the original census images, in the Internet
Explorer Web browser.

When the installation is complete, click Continue and the original
image will now be displayed in the LizardTech enhanced viewer,
as shown on the next page.
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You should see the LIZARDTECH logo near N
the top left of the screen and also the words & LIZARDTECH

findmypast.co.uk enhanced viewer. The LIZARDTECH viewer
has a different toolbar across the top of the screen, with more
options than the standard viewer toolbar. Images should also
load more quickly using the enhanced viewer.

Sl desse e | h

S| @ w5 T QK PIF oRwe o §F 00 B M

»
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i

© Crown Copynght Images reproduced by courtesy of The National Archwves, London, England.

Recap of the Work So Far

So far we have used findmypast.co.uk to have a look at the
census records for 1911, the latest available census. Starting
with a person’s name and place of birth you should be able to
find them in any census taken in their lifetime from 1841 to 1911,
unless they were away from home at the time of the census.
Then you can see details of their address and other members of
their household. As shown earlier, the census records can be
displayed as a modern transcript in a perfectly legible typeface;
alternatively you can view and print scanned images of the
original documents. The original images can be difficult to read,
although various magnifying tools are available. As just
described you can also download a free enhanced image viewer
called LizardTech DjVu. The original images contain additional
enumerator information, not included in the transcriots.
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Going Back in Time

The 1911 census showed my grandfather’s family living at White
House, Ewesley, near Rothbury in Northumberland. However, as
shown below, several of the children, including my mother, Olive,
were listed as being born before 1911 at Embleton.

Condition/ Birth
Mame Relation Yrs married Sex Age Year Occupation Where Born
WALLS, Chnstopher Head 2: M“ M 48 1065 d
WALLS, Mary Ann wie g’;.":' P43 1068 Feling
WALLS, Wikem Son Sngle M 21 109C whinestone Hend-Breaker Fde Siure
WALLS, Polly Osughter Single L4 17 1894 Embieton
WALLS, Chnetopher Son M 11 1900 Embleton
WALLS, Daugl F 9 1902 Embleton
WALLS, Olive Daughter LI 4 1904 Smbleton
WALLS, Joseph Son M S 1906 Embleton
'WALLS, Cathenne Oaughtar F2 1909 Whatshouse
PATTISON, George Johneton Soardes  Single M 28 1883 Limestone Quarryman Greennock
'WHITE, frank Boardes Smgle M 36 1875 whinestons Mend-Breaker Sdindurgh
{JONES, Harry Boardes  Single M 24 1887 Whingtone Quarrymen Slarmey US A

The 1911 census above showed that five children were born at
Embleton from 1894 to 1906. So the family should appear on the
1901 census. Using findmypast.co.uk and going straight to the
Census section we can select Search by person’s name and
click the green Search button, as shown below.

Census ) e Subacriotions
Transcript images
Search by persen’s name Search B 10 30 v
Lllcentt o chby address B2 10 30 v
Search by person's name Search P 5 5 v
10LCOMUE e by adcress 5 s v

Note that transcripts and images for the 1901 census only cost 5
credits — cheaper than the 1911 census documents. At the time
of writing the 1911 census records had not been released for
very long.
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This time | enter my grandfather’'s name, Christopher Walls,
into the 1901 person search, as shown below.

findmy past <. Painica

search with the experts @ ©

Weloome back Jim credits
Home | Family Trees  Births, Marriages & Deaths | Census mm

1901 person search

basic search advanced search search tips
First name: Last name: Birth year:
Christopher walls - 2 -
@ include variants Include variants
Occupstion: Birth place: Place of residence (keyword/s):
County: Sort results by:
Any - Name, Ato Z v
census reference search
= —

n

No information other than the name was needed, as shown by
the results below, which list two Christopher Walls in the
registration district of Alnwick. Clicking to View the transcript for
the first Christopher Walls at Alnwick revealed that they did live
at Embleton as shown on the next page. The two Christophers
were my grandfather and uncle, neither of whom | ever met.

| search new 1901 person search redefine current seq
Originy

girth Household censy

Hame « Year Age Sex Reqisiration District  County Transcript  imag
WALLS, Chns Jon 1898 3 M Mddiesbrough Yorkshirg (North riding) VIEW VIEW
WALLS, Chnstopher 1838 63 M Caistor Lincolnghire VIEW YIEW
WALLS, Christopher 1875 26 M Prestwich Lancashire VEW VIEW
WALLS, Chnstopher 1854 47 M Toxteth Park Lancashire VIEW VIEW
WALLS, Christopher 1855 46 M wigan Lancashire VIEW VIEWY
WALLS, Chastopher 1885 16 M Wigan Lancashine ViEw VIEW
WALLS, Chnistopher 1889 12 M Howden Yorkshire (East nding) VIEW VIEW
WALLS, Chnristopher 1866 35 M Alnwick Northumberiand VIEW VIEW
WALLS, Christopher 1500 1 M Alnwick Northumberiand VIEW VIEW
WALIS Ch hac 4 1882 a8 M D ™ i h MEW uiewd
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findmypast au: Phisaizg Mot

search with the experts o ®

Weicome beck n  credits loRt: 261 my a

1901 census - household transcription

Person: WALLS, Chnstopher
Address: Diue Row, Embleton

Cost:
You will be charged $ credis for o trenecript and $ credits for an wnage, uniess you have purchesed o
subscnption for this set of records.
RIPORT TLANSCHIFTION CHA

€8 census search resulls 1901 address search [edefing|
Birth Occupation
[ Relation Coendition Sex Age Year Disability Where Born
WALLS, Chnatopher Head Married M 35 1866 wWhingtone Bresicer Scotiend
WALLS, Mory Ann wife Marned P 33 1868 b
WALLS, Sarsh Jane Daughter  Single L4 13 lses Scotlend
WALLS, Wilkem Son L] 11 1880 Scotiend
Emblston
WALLS, Mery Ann Daughter r 7 1894 Northumberiand
Embleton
WALLS, Agnes Daughter LI Sortimtariond
WALLS, Chwistophar Son M1 1900 o s B

The 1911 census shown on page 65 listed 5 children born at
Embleton between 1894 and 1906. The 1901 census above
shows my grandparents’ address as Blue Row, Embleton. Also
that two of the children were born in Scotland.

| now wanted to go back to see where my grandparent’s and
their children were living in1891. After clicking Census from the
findmypast.co.uk menu bar shown above, select Search by
person’s name as shown below.

Search by person’'s name Search »

1891 census
Search by address

Search by person’s name

1881 census
Search by address Search »
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The 1891 census showed that at that time my grandparents were
married and had three children, including Elizabeth aged 5; she
didn't appear on the 1901 when she would have been 15. In
1891 the family were living at 12, Towns Street, Gateshead.

A similar search for my grandfather in the 1881 census showed a
Christopher Walls living in Long Benton Village, Northumberland.
The fact that he was born in 1865 in Scotland made it likely that
he was my grandfather. If so, he had not yet married at this time
and was living with my great grandparents, Wiliam and
Elizabeth, born in Scotland and Ireland respectively.

1881 census - household transcription

Person: WALLS, Chastopher
Address: Long Benton Village, Longbenton

Cost:

rmnmhmudm.vuunwsmhmm.mm
have purchesed a subscnpbion for thes set of records.

@ cassus search reslts 1821 address search Fasiafne Cy et searih)
Oviginal

Sirth Occupation census

Name Relation Conditton Sex Age Yesr Disability Where Bora image
WALLS, Wik Head Marmed M 37 1844 taghwey Labr (Rosd Lab) Scotlend VEW
WALLS, Ekasbeth wie Mamed  F 42 1839 trelang vEW
WALLS, Chrstopher  Son Single M 16 1065 Mghway Labr (Rd Lab) Scotlang VEW
WALLS, Jemes Son Single M 11 1870 Scholer - W
WALLS, Wikam Son Single M7 1874 Scholar sheen vEW
WALLS, Patrck Son Singhe M 4 187 LongBenton s YEW

From the fact that my grandfather appeared to have married
between 1881 and 1891, | was able to use the findmypast.co.uk
BMD records to obtain his marriage certificate as discussed
shortly. | later acquired a copy of his birth certificate using the
ScotlandsPeople Web site. These confirmed that his parents
were indeed William and Elizabeth. A further search of the 1871
census showed my grandfather aged 6 living with his parents at
Wallsend, Tynemouth. As my grandfather was born in 1865 in
Scotland, 1871 was as far back as | could go in the censuses for
England and Wales. However, more information on my
grandfather was to be found using the ScotlandsPeople Web
site as discussed in Chapter 7.
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Using Google to Explore a Locality

If you live a long way from your family's roots, you can use a
search engine like Google to find out a great deal about the area.
As | live over 200 miles from Northumberland it was very helpful
to find out about the area without leaving home. By entering
Ritton White House (obtained from the 1901 census) into
Google | quickly found a lot of links to very relevant Web sites.

GO(_]»SIQ Ritton White House Search
Abowt 10.900 resubs (0.27 seconds) £gvanced search

*§ Everything The Gatehouse website record for Ritton White House

! More 29 Jun 2010 ... PastScape record reads Possible romains of a pele buil between H6T.1500,
now incoporated=into a farm budding at Ritton White Housa. ...
homepage mac.conVphilipdavsEnglish%20stes/2754 htmi - Cached

the web

Pages from the UK Keys To The Past, Re! No N10815

Ritton White House (Nunnykik). A group of 19th century planned larm buldings stand a this
ste ... Ritton White House, Holimghill. Pholo by Peter Ryder. ...
www durham-pa Jov.uk/durhamcc/K2P nstK2PDecail7readform . - Cached

Risca - Rmingion | British Hist

RITTOH-WHITEHOUSE. a 1ownship. in the parochial chapsiry of Nether Witton, union of
Rothbury, W desion of Morpeth ward, N. dmsion of Morthumbedand. ...

veww british-histary ac ul/report aspx?compid=51240 - Cached - Similar

A RENTON, MORPETH, NORTHUMBERLAND, RITTON WHITE HOUSE
FARM ...

Company profile A RENTON. MORPE TH. NORTHUMBERLAND. RITTON WHITE HOUSE
FARM. HETHERWITTON,

veww.Cylex-uk co uk/company/a-renton-12777602.4tmi - Cached

*/More search tools

Places in Northumbertand - R
A7 Jin 2001 . Ritton Whlls House - See. Nethetwitton [Parochial Chapeiry|: (RegD/SubD)
Rothbx - See d Horth 2nd (OS Gnd Ref) ..

W bpurs org uk/qonulu/NBL Gazetteer/MBL_R mtmi - Cached S‘mla

A history of Narthumberland, in three pants - Google Books Result

214 both it and the Colt park have commodeous madem farm-houses upon them Afer the

D solution, we fiad the White-house, East Ritton. Colt-park. ...
books.google co uk/books Md=k55NAAAAN .

These included an ordnance survey map which showed the
exact location of the house where my mother's family lived in
1911. The Web site also stated that there had been a bastle at
the site of Ritton White House. A bastle is a fortified farmhouse,
commonly found along the border between England and
Scotland. The bastle was designed to keep out marauding cattle
rustlers known as border reivers during violent times in the area.



6 Using Census Records

The 1901 census showed my grandfather's family living at
Embleton, where my mother and most of the other children were
born. Google searches revealed that Embleton is a small coastal
village overlooking Embleton Bay as shown below.

© Philip Lindsay, xlab.co.uk, Newcastle on Tyne

These pictures were found by searches using Google Images.
The ruined Dunstanburgh Castle lies on the coast at Embleton.

”.

© Philip Lindsay, xlab.co.uk, Newcastle on Tyne
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A whinstone (or whinestone) ridge separates the village of
Embleton from the sea and there was a quarry shown below
around 1880. The 1901 census, stated that my grandfather
worked as a “whinstone breaker”, presumably at the Embleton
Quarries shown below.

A Conuns r 1b

EMBI ETON DUARRIES o~
y

It can be seen from the above
photograph that apart from a great
deal of man power, the quarry also
used horses and steam locomotives.

Shown on the right is an extract from -
an Ordnance Survey map of e
Embleton in 1897. The Embleton |~ _ o &

Quarry appears near the top of the |, = .-'a_‘,,\" P s
map. o |

The two images on this page appear on the Northumberland
Communities Web site at:

http://communities.northumberiand.gov.uk

They are reproduced here with permission from Northumberland
Collections Service.



6 Using Census Records

Summary

The census records can provide a wealth of information about
your family from 1841 to 1911 as follows:

.

Web sites like findmyast.co.uk make it very easy to
locate a household at the time of a particular census.

In some cases all you need is a person'’s first name and
surname. You don't need to fill in every box. If a lot of
people have the same name, you can narrow down the
search using an approximate year or place of birth.

A good starting point for family research is a birth
certificate, if these are not readily to hand in the family
they can be obtained easily from the General Register
Office, as described in Chapter 8.

The birth certificate gives the date and place of birth,
the names of the parents including the mother's maiden
name and the father’s occupation.

The information from the birth certificate will allow you
to find who was alive at the time of a census. The
census lists the names of everyone in the household,
their occupations and dates and places of birth.

Now you can work back through earlier censuses to
trace your family members, perhaps living in different
places and following different occupations.

An Internet search engine such as Google can unearth
a great deal of information about the history of a village
or birthplace and display maps to identify the precise
location of a house.

The findmypast.co.uk Web site, census records and my
computer enabled me to find some of my roots in the wild and
historic lands of Northumberland and also Scotland. Without
online research | would not have known any of this.
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Scottish Roots

Introduction

Chapter 6 showed how, using findmypast.co.uk and the census
records, | discovered that my grandfather Christopher Walls was
born in Dumfries in Scotland 1865 or 1866. (Birth years are not
always completely accurate; for example, a birth at the end of a
year might not be registered until the next year).

@ census search results ol a0orch reslts m4
Condition/ Birth
Name Relation Yra married Sex Age Year Occupation Where Sorn
- Marned ™ a-8,
WALLS, Chrigtopher Head 26 years M 48 1083
WALLS, Mary Ann wie Zil ) F 43 1860 Faing

| also found out that Christopher later moved around
Northumberland, first with his parents and then with his wife and
children. For example, the 1901 Census recorded the family
living at Embleton in Northumberland, as shown below.

40 census search results 1901 address search

Birth Occupation
Hama Relation Condition Sex Age Year Disability Where Sorn
WALLS, Chrigtopher Head Marvind “ 33 1066
WALLS, Mary Ann vk temed P33 1068 S E—
WALLS, Sarsh Jane Osughter  Single F 13 1888 Scotiand
WALLS, wilkam Son “ 11 189% Scotiand
L 8diS Mary Aso Oauch £ 7 iem Emblosar)

The 1901 Census also shows that two children, Sarah and
William, my aunt and uncle, were born in Scotland in 1888 and
1890 respectively. To find out more about these Scottish
connections | needed to use ScotlandsPeople, the official
government Web site for genealogical data for Scotland. The
Web site is opened by entering the following into the address bar
of a Web browser such as Internet Explorer, as shown below.

ii‘ gi w http://scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ |

73
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Getting Started

The ScotlandsPeople Web site opens at the Home Page, as
shown below:

L/ The official government sour
W ScotlandsPeople Plicheieck. g
. LR T T T S —
Welcome (o ScotlandsPeople, one of the largest RECISTERED USER LOCIN
ordne sources of ongmal genealogical information. .
Enter usomeme hore m
With almost 80 mulion records to access, we hope s e
your visit will be eryoyabls and that you are HEW USERS BEGISTER HERE m
successhd in connecting generations. Sacess Choes
-
e QREAT ] Eg- r L ar iardg "
Sumene:  Enter mamans hore m andts
Veur unge: 1513 18 o006
AVAILABLE RECORDS OM TMIS STTE
= Births 1855-2006 » Births & Baptisms = 1841 - 1871 ~ 1201 | = Wills & Testaments
= Harrisges 10552006 1538-1054 = 1831 - 1881 Scarch 1513-1901 (Free)
* Deaths 18552006 * Banns & Marriages = 1861 - 1891 * Coats of Arms Search
1538-1854 = 1881 (LDS) 1672-1907 (Free)
» Deaths & Burials * SatholicParish |

At the top right there is a button to allow new users
to register and set up a username and password;
existing users can simply select the login button and
enter their username and password. The Access
Charges link opens a page explaining the rate for
viewing different types of document, such as birth, marriage and
death records.

Eé:

You can use the Free Surname Search window shown on the
left above to find out which registers in ScotlandsPeople contain
a particular surname. To view the actual records you need to
have registered, purchased some credits (£6 for 30 credits) and
signed in with your username and password.
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Searching for a Birth in Scotland

| wanted to search for the birth of my grandfather, which | knew
from the censuses was around 1865 to 1867. Under Statutory
Registers shown on the previous page, select Births 1855-
2006. Now enter the Surname and Forename and, if necessary,
select the Sex (not essential in this particular case).

Search Statutory Register Buths
Click here for more infprmation,
Surngmae: © Walls @
Use Sourdex @
Foreneme: Chnstopher @
7 Roturn ofl forengmmes thet begin with these cherscters (1)
Sex; Mals b @
Yoor Rangs: 1966 To 167 !:T]
A birth thet ocxurred at the end of a yusr mey not heve been registered until the beginming of the met yeer.
County/City/Minor Records: A Recosds -@
Distrit: T R T AT T RO - )
ABBEY
ABBEY ST BATHANS

In the above example, | specified the birth year as 1865-1867.
No district was selected. After clicking the Search button | was
told that only 1 match had been found. To see the matching
record, as shown below, click Yes and then View.

e Vesv Surname Forename  Gex  Districl City/County/ME  GROS Data Image Extract
1 168 WAUS L] PpmcC /e w914 YIEW (PAIDI OBDER

At this stage | could not be certain that this Christopher Walls was my
grandfather. The result above had the right name and year of birth
but made no mention of Dumfries, which appeared as
Christopher’s birthplace on the 1901 census record. After a little
research with Google and Google maps | soon realised that
Troqueer mentioned above is close to the town of Dumfries and
within the county of Dumfries and Galloway.
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When entering the search criteria you don't always need to fill in
every box. For example, when | missed off the year of birth and
repeated the search, sixteen Christopher Walls were found. This
time the only search criteria were the first name and second
name and the fact that they were born in Scotland. However,
only one was born in 1865 and all of the others were born in the
20th or 21st centuries. So this must surely be my grandfather.

o Year Surname Forename Sex District City/ County /MR m' Image Extract
. 882/00 YIEW
1 1865 WALUS CHRISTOPHER M TROQUEER MEIRKCUDBRIGHT 0014 (PAID)
/05 YIEW (S
2 1904 WALS CHRISTOPHER M LOCHEE DUNDEE CITY/ANGUS 0008 CREDITS)

Viewing an Image of a Birth in Scotland

Some birth records in Scotland have an image of the full birth
details available to view on screen. This contrasts with the
English records, where you must find the indexes of a birth and
order a copy of the birth certificate to be posted to you.

In order to see the image (if available) click View as shown
above. The fact that the record above says PAID is because |
had already viewed the record on a previous occasion. Normally
an image, as shown below, costs 5 credits to view the first time;
you don’t have to pay for repeat viewings.

As shown below, the image includes the usual birth certificate
information; the date and place of birth, the name of the child, the
names of the parents and the mother's maiden name. Also the
address of the family and the occupation of the father.

,ﬂ-}%ﬁ' e A L. g i e T
e/le .!F J};I’f#ld'&_.___ el Nl f&:?mx ¥4
i S ' nank

: ) ~
R ¥ = .f‘?:_ - Yevmern /4/ ._J{

Tr——. - —— ff‘d’
[ hogrtin | Jots g iggi] 2 bt

An ORDER button on the right of the screen allows you to order
(for £10) an official certificate containing the birth record.
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The extract from the image at the bottom of the previous page
was printed out and with the help of a magnifying glass | was
able to see that Christopher Walls' parents were William and
Elizabeth, the same names as the parents of Christopher Walls
in the 1871 Census in Northumberland as shown below.

Birth
Name Relation Condition Sex Age Year Occupation Where Born
WALLS, Wilham Head M 28 1843 Scosland
WALLS, Elizabeth wife F 32 1835 treland
WALLS, Christopher M 6 1865 Scotland
WALLS, James M 1 1870 Northumberland

I was now confident that Christopher Walls born in Dumfries in
1865 to William and Elizabeth Walls was indeed my grandfather.

The birth image at the bottom of the previous page also showed
that the family lived at 9, Church St, Maxwelltown, a part of the
town of Dumfries. A quick search using Google Maps produced
the map below, clearly showing Maxwelltown and Church St.

Web Images Videos Maps Mews Shopping Gmail more v

GO\ 'Sle Maps  Maxwelltown Search Maps
Y ¢ A4 i
? 4
3 A780 N &
: &
% = " F F
- & Daonhamer g <«
~ ¢
Bt Queen of the
South FC E-,‘_i]
> &4 Dumfries
é”§ g o
& &
&




Scottish Roots

Finding Out About a Place

As | have never been to the area, | decided to use my online
resources to find out about Maxwelltown, Dumfries.

Using Google Street View

Google have employed cars and other vehicles to film many
areas of the world including the UK and the results are available
through Google Maps. Type the name of the town or village into
Google Maps and zoom in as far as possible. If the area has
been filmed by Google a panoramic view at street level is
displayed. You can scroll around the screen viewing the houses
from different angles.

When | entered Maxwelltown into Google Maps, as shown below,
| first located Church Street, as shown on the previous page.
Zooming in produced the 3D Google Street View shown below.

Bab mams Yadees Meps tews Sacang Gmed mam ¢ i tielg | Sgnn
Gougle maps  maswestown
Qat Owactens M Mams

Mazxweittown

Owrlnos. UK
Qeacions Sesscheserdy Sasie s

Expiure they ama s

Photos

Street View gives the actual house numbers and unfortunately it
appeared that the house where my grandfather was born had
been demolished to make way for a block of flats. However,
Google Maps and Street View in particular are an extremely
useful resource to get a feel for a district.
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Searching with GENUKI

GENUKI is a tremendous source of information about people and
places and can be launched from the address bar of your Web
browser, as shown below.

LA

| & http://www.genuki.org ult/

When the GENUKI Home page is displayed,  (Contents
select Contents & Search and then click o |
Search. Enter the name of the place, in this & Scarch
case Maxwelltown and click Search Webpages.

Enter search term
Maxweltown [ SeachWebpages

The search produces, amongst other things, an article describing
the parish Troqueer in Kircudbrightshire which lies within
Maxwelltown. These places were all mentioned on Christopher
Walls birth record.

é"‘t D kit

UI&hda-‘

Troqueer

“The name of the parish was written Troguire in the records of the kirk-sessios. ..
It comprises a space of § tmies in length, and § miles in breadsh; and bas for its boundaries, Tesregles on the sonly
Lochruisog on the west, and the river Nith on the east ...

The padish may be said to be divided into three distinct parts by three ranges of clevations..
The first range, which rises with a gradusl acclivity from the river has long been in calivasion .
As it fics within the burgh-roods of Maxweitown and comtains a large portion of Maxweltown .
The second clevation, which rises 10 a greater height than the first, and exteads considershly fasher %0 the south, as
yeilds crops of nunips and potatoes, hay and cats, wheat and barfey of the best quality. ..
Maxwelitown, About twenty-one years ago it was arrected into burgh of barony...

It stands opposite to the burgh of Dumffics, with which i is conaccted by two bridges. It stands on a bank os ridey
snd with its burrow-roods comprises a space of nearly a mile in length, snd @ haf a mile in breadeth ° (Rev. Willig
New Statistical Account. Blackwood
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Searching with Google

A Web search with Google produced a Wikipedia page which
informs that Maxwelltown was merged with Dumfries in 1929 and
that Troqueer is a suburb of Maxwelltown. The market town of
Dumfries lies on the east side of the River Nith with Maxwelltown
on the other side.

A search for Maxwelltown in Google with the Images option
selected produced a variety of thumbnail images as shown in the
small sample below. Clicking on each of the thumbnail images
leads to the full size image.

Web Images Videos Maps News Shopoing Gmail more v

Google Maxwelltown Search

ﬁ,.}.&c:j"f
P

The Nith and Maxwelltown in  The Burgh of Maxwelktown The Maxwelltown rail{

Waelicome the the

befry d to Maxwelito|

Using only a computer and the Internet, | was able to find the
exact address where my grandfather was born and get a good
idea of the locality — without ever having visited the area.
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Children Born in Scotland

| had found my grandfather on every census from 1871 to 1911,
living in either Durham or Northumberland. However, two of his
children, Sarah and Wiliam were born Scotland in 1888 and
1890 respectively, as shown below in the 1891 census transcript
from findmypast.co.uk.

Birth Occupation
Name Relation Condition Sex Age Year Disability Where Born

WALLS, Cristopher Head Marmed M 25 1866 General Labourer Scotiand

WALLS, Mary A  Wife  Mamied F 23 1868 Co Durham feling
WALLS, Elizabeth A Deughter Single F S 1886 Willington

Co Durham
WALLS, Serah ) Daughter Single F 3 1888 Scotiand
WALLS, Wiliem  Son Single M 1 189 Scottand

A search for Sarah Walls bith was carried out in
ScotlandsPeople in the way described on pages 75 and 76,
using Births 1855-2006 under Statutory Registers. When
Sarah’s year of birth was not specified 41 results were found.
Including a birth year range of 1886-1890 in the search criteria
brought the number of results down to 3. Only one was born in
1888 and viewing the image, shown below, confirmed that this
was Sarah, born to parents Christopher and May Ann Walls
(formerly McKeown).

No Year Surname Forename Sex District City/County/MR
1 1888 WAUS SARAH F BALLINGRY /FIFE
v S 1005, e ﬁf.’..-.d}nﬂ. Datee ik, Dol
Mot Y. R Z adouss /29 J’ /G‘!Auv
bupl le Y 7
Y7} g £ . - &a& _1 M
f{{.u;"d-m—f. L / & A . R fron
i =¥ e el i tET ol v
. R
&gagw&.»-y*;ﬂ-
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A similar search found the birth record of William Walls, my
uncle, born 1890, in the same place, Lumphinnons in Fife. No
detailed address was given. Using a Google Web search, Google
Maps and GENUKI as previously described | was able to get
some knowledge about the village of Lumphinnons where the
births of Sarah and William were registered.

Summary

e Scottish births, deaths and marriages are held in
separate archives from those for England and Wales.
The official government Web site for accessing Scottish
records is ScotlandsPeople.

* Using findmypast.co.uk, the censuses of England and
Wales provided names, birth places and birth years for
relatives born in Scotland. These enabled the birth
records to be found in ScotlandsPeople.

e In some cases the birth records in ScotlandsPeople
provide an onscreen image giving full details about the
birth, including the name of the child, date and place of
birth and parents’ names. The English birth records only
provide an index, allowing a paper copy of the birth
certificate to be ordered online. ScotlandsPeople also
includes an option to order a certificate.

» Google Maps was used to find the town and street
where a family lived, in an unfamiliar part of Britain.

e Zooming in as far as possible launches Google Street
View. This displays panoramic views of the street from
various angles. (Some areas may not yet have been
filmed for Street View).

e The GENUKI Web site is a valuable resource for finding
out about parishes, towns and villages. This includes
historical information about places which will probably
have changed a great deal in the last two centuries.
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Births, Marriages
and Deaths

introduction

In 1837 it became mandatory to record all of the vital events,
such as births, marriages and deaths of people in England and
Wales. Similar legislation followed in Scotland in 1855. These
databases are called the Civil Registers and are maintained by a
government department known as the General Register Office
(GRO). The information in these records is used to produce legal
documents for each citizen, such as birth, marriage and death
certificates.

As discussed shortly, you can use your computer to obtain the
BMD certificates for people alive from 1837 onwards. All you
need is their name, approximate date of the event and the place
where the event (birth, marriage or death) took place. Web sites
like findmypast.co.uk allow you to find the indexes for a
particular certificate. Then a copy can be ordered online from the
General Register Office, as discussed shortly. The birth,
marriage and death certificates contain a lot of family history
material. For example, the marriage certificate below shows that
my great, great grandfather, Jonathan Gatenby's was a mariner
and married in 1841 at Whitby, Yorkshire to Ann Wright. Both
were 25 and living in Sleights. Their fathers, William Gatenby
and Joseph Wright were both farmers.

Marviegs selomaised wt e Ao £beerhs.. nth_clrwal. ok il in s Coonty of_glrsf

B0 Bt T ™ PRSI [y [——————— - P — T

5 Oceratfor Sadloss fendasley mi Budlidly . Hvosoy .&7-«/ Viidliosn ,;,‘z-,,f*. s PR
oY/ | 2 :
l ,‘,,}&jﬂ l 23| Sk 4‘:;;'//’,_

M /’//f_f//‘-:’ Doprrel

|
sl Mnnd . fo P2 cacan
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Starting the Search

Having found out quite a lot about my maternal grandparents and
their migration around Northumberland | now wanted to find out
what | could about my grandparents on my father's side. They
had also died before | was born. | knew that my father was born
before 1911 in the Middlesbrough area. | should therefore be
able to find the family in the 1911 census. First | entered my
father's name, Arthur Gatenby and Middlesbrough into the
findmypast.co.uk 1911 person search, as shown below.

911 person search

basic search advanced search search tips

First name: Last name: Burth yeasr:
Arthur Gatenby +- 2 v
Y| Include variants Include variants
Occupation: Birth place: Place of remdence (keyword/s):
Mlddlesbr\:uch
County Sort results by:
Any ¥ Name, A to 2 -
census reference search
Ciear | L

This produced the two results shown below. The top result
looked promising as | knew my father was born about 1906.

Birth Household
Name ~ Yool Age Sex Registration District  Couwnty Transcript
GATENBY, Arthur 1906 S M Guisborough Yorksiwre (North riding) Vil
GATENSY, Arthur Wright 1877 34 M _Gusherough Yorishire (North )

Clicking on View under Household Transcript shown above
produced the census return shown on the next page.
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1911 census - household transcription

Parson: GATENBY, Arthur

Address: 31 Yeoman St Redcar Yorkshire

Cost:

You will be charged 10 credes for a tranecnpt and 30 credds for an image, uniess you have

purchesed ¢ BubICHPLION for thes set of records.

4 consus search resils 1911 address search redefing s LITen] search

Original

CondRion/ Birth consus

Name Relstion Yrs nmrried Sax Age Year Ocxupation Where Sorn mage

GATENBY, Arthur Wnght Head ’,“V"“.: M 3 1077 Steel Works Clerk  Yorks Mddiesbrough  YIEW

GATENEY, Anrwe Elzsbeth Wil Marmed F 35 1876 Yorks “eddissbrougn YEW

GATENSY, John Hebden Son L ] 1903 School Yorks vddiesbrougn YEW

GATENBY, Maroid Hesiop Son L 3 1905 School Yorks Maddissbrougn YEW

GATENBY, Arthur son s 1906 School Yorks rhddiesbrough  VIEW

GATENBY, Wikem Sedman  Son M 0 {11 MONTHS) 1911 Yorke ledcar VEY |

| knew that this was definitely my father’s family because | knew
that he had brothers John, Harold and William. | also new that
the family had lived at Redcar at some stage. | now knew the full
names of my grandparents, their address in 1911, the years they
were born and married. Also my grandfather’s occupation as a
Steel Works Clerk.

This information should be enough to obtain the birth and
marriage certificates of my grandparents; then to go back in time
to obtain the certificates of great grandparents, etc. (This would
cover births, marriages and deaths as far back as 1837).

The 1991 census transcription above showed that they had been
married for 9 years in 1911, putting their marriage year at about
1902. Dates like this may only be approximate.

We now select Births, Marriages & Deaths from the
findmypast.co.uk menu bar. After selecting Marriages as the
event type as shown on the next page, an estimated date range
is selected as 1901-1903.

As you can see on the next page, you can specify the quarters of
the year when you think an event such as a marriage might have
occurred. By default you will get lists of results from every quarter
starting with Jan-Feb-Mar and ending with Oct-Nov-Dec.
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| |
Home | Family Trees | Births, Marriages & Deaths | Census | Migration | Military | Living R

Search 1837 to 1983 - Birth, Marriage and Death indexes

enter search criteria

uarch_u_p_s__
Select an event from the drop down list

Event type: * Marriages «~

Select the date range. This can be a h of ten give years b 1837 and 1983.
Date range - from: * Quarter: Jan-Feb-Mar Year: 1901
Date range - to: * Quarter: Oct-Nov-Dec Year: 1903

Please onter at least 2 letters of the last name and optionally a first name

First name: ARTHUR (optional)

Last name: * GATENBY (mimmum 2 letters)

Now dlick search. Mandatory fields indicated by a *,

As shown above, First name is optional when entering the
search criteria. A sample of the results of the above search is
shown below. Each |line of results such as
GARRETT......... GEORGE shown below, represents a page of
marriages. The marriage of anyone called GATENBY married in
that quarter will be listed somewhere on that page.

Your search results
Your search returmed 12 results. m
Event: Marriages Date range: Jan-Feb-Mar 1901 to Oct-Nov-Dec 1903
Last name: Gatenby First name: Arthur

redefine search
First name on page Last name on page Year Quarter
GARRETT, Minnie Grace GEORGE, Miriam Beastnce 1901 Jenr-Feb-Mar YEW
GARLICK, Emest GATES, Mabel 1901 Apr-May-Jun YEW
GARRATT, William Herbert GAZE, william Albort 1901 Jul-Aug-Sep VEW
GARNETT, Charles Joseph GAUNT, william 1901 Oct-Nov-Dec YEW
GARNER, Emily GAYTHWAITE, Margaret 1902 Jan-Feb-Mar VEW
GARSTANG, Mary GELDARD, Jane Ann 1902 Apr-May-Jun VEW
GARTS]DE, Emest GELDER, Annie 1902 Jul-Aug-Sep VEW
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To display the first page of marriages for Jan-Feb-Mar click
VIEW on the right-hand side of the results list shown at the
bottom of the previous page. Now scan the results on the screen
and try to find the marriage you are interested in. (Similarly for a
birth or death). You may need to use the zoom buttons to make
the text more readable, as discussed in the last chapter. It may
also be necessary to scroll the image by dragging to view every
record on the page. If you have downloaded the LIZARDTECH
enhanced viewer (also discussed in Chapter 6) you can use the
horizontal and vertical scroll bars on the bottom and right of the
viewer, as shown below.

T e e e T )

e frdrypast o uk

Marriages frem paried Oct-Nev-Dex 1901 Remareng cedts: 139 Ciose Window B
GARNETT, Charles Joseph - CAUNT, Willam St mnae ki
e i e I R T P —
Suew] @A JT1Q€ @@ e o
o I L R IItE o T —— T
- — - r———
o o0 s 8w
e &
S b9
L]
4 17
o W
T & -
I s | 27 =
o g Ty e Leomineter € 12
08§19 — Wl e Camberwel [d M
Ph sag | QT Arhar Wrght L Ksddimsbes' 94 1184
o M| — Ry P R T )
™ — Masimbeld Ba
n
A

If you don’t know the exact quarter when the event occurred
click Close Window shown on the right above. Now click VIEW
for the next page of results, GARLICK... ... GATES for Apr-May-
Jun as shown at the bottom of the previous page. Scan this
second page of results by eye and keep repeating this process
until you find the required event (birth, death or marriage).

| found the record of my grandparents’ marriage in the Oct-Nov-
Dec quarter in 1901. | knew it was correct because my
grandfather was born in Middlesbrough and his correct full name
appeared on the 1911 census as Arthur Wright Gatenby.
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The important information here is the group of characters on the
right-hand side, such as 9d. 1144 as shown below. 9d is the
volume and 1144 is the page where the marriage certificate
appears on the original Civil Records at the General Register
Office (GRO).

[Ty oo onououo:n-unu- CIMbOPWOH ld. 1638
?‘—ngg;nﬁnbnr ‘vngbt .-....Middleabm' 3dc 1144

Yoak .2t

l.-....-!-o-0000-000...-0-0000

We now have enough information to order a copy of the original
marriage certificate, as discussed shortly.

Searching for Births and Deaths

The previous pages described the method of obtaining the
indexes for a marriage certificate

The same general method is used for birth and death certificates.
After selecting Births, Marriages & Deaths from the
findmypast.co.uk menu bar, shown on page 86, select the
appropriate Search button for births or deaths. You can also use
the drop-down menu shown below in the search criteria window
to make sure the required event type is selected.

Search 1837 to 1983 - Birth, Marriage and Death indexes

enter search criteria search tips

1 Select an event from the drop down hst
| Eventtype: * Births S
2 Select the date range. mages
Thilunbcammdnwmdtarg:m jars between 1837 and 1983.
Date range - from: * Quarter: Jan-Feb-Mar Year: ‘|

Once you've obtained the indexes such as 9d 1144 in the
example above you can order the birth, marriage or death
certificate, as discussed on the next few pages.
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Ordering Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates

Using the method just described | used the deaths section in
findmypast.co.uk to find the indexes for the death certificate for
my grandfather.

P —————yy TITVUE W, 70 Faddington la 1
g:::};{i W:;I:Jt."iam 5 42 I.lanoh:gter K. 84d Big
Ga , wr W, 57 Guiobro® 9d 640

A similar search for my grandfather in the births produced the
following result.

‘T‘L". ngs senseederete .
Gareyay, Atthur Wngbt.......... Middlesbro® 94, 647
| (Jeorge RoBINEON, ..ccooinpenrinerene o THiRk 9. 406

On the right-hand side of the
findmypast.co.uk screen, click the link
order BMD_certificates, as shown on
the right. A screen appears providing a
link to order BMD certificates online from
the General Register Office (GRO).

Order BMD Certificates

A certified copy of a birth, marmiage, or death certificate

can be ordered online from the General Register Office (GRO)
This semvice is avallable both to UK and non-UK residents
and covers biths, mamages and deaths registered in
England and Wales, as well as certain registrations overseas

T TR T

 useful links & resources

Details are also given for ordering

certificates by post or e-mail. | have m:w" &2
ordered certificates online many | o . port

times and they have aiways arrived | pergeyside
in the post within a few days. PR8 2J0

certificate services@ips.qsi.qov.uk
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After you select the link General Register Office (GRO) shown on

the previous page, you are automatically connected to the
Government's Directgov Web site at www.direct.gov.uk. This
includes help in researching your family history, as shown on the
left-hand panel below. On the right is the link needed to Order a
birth, marriage or death certificate.

» Researching family history » Birth, marriage and death

» First steps in researching your family ERICas
history » r a birth th

» Researching family history using official certificate
records » Order an adoption certificate

» Using the General Register Office to » Order a civil partnership certificate
research family history » More on ordering certificates

After you click the link above, the next screen gives more
information about the methods and costs of ordering certificates.

Ordering certificates online

You can order births (full certificate only), marriage or death certificates online from
1837 onwards providing you have the General Register Office index reference. If you do
not have the reference, you can order certificates for events from 1900 if you know
the exact date of the event,

You can find out more about using General Register Office index reference in the article
below.

Extra copies of the same certificate can be issued at the same time for all applications.
There is a fee of £9.25 for standard service and £23.40 for priority service.

» Using the General Register Office to research famdy history
» Order certificates online @

Now click Order certificates online shown above and the
General Register Office Web site opens at www.gro.gov.uk. The
first time you use the service you need to select Registration
and enter details such as your name and address, e-mail
address and a password.

After selecting the type of certificate required and the year in
which the event was registered, you then enter the indexes you
found in your searches of the original records. On the next page |
have entered the indexes for my grandfather's birth certificate.
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Year birth was registered
Sumame at bith

Forename(s) "

Year
Quarter”
District name”

Volume Number”

Page Number"”

Particulars of the person whose certificate is required

1876
Gatenby

\Agthue

Reterence information from GRO Index

1876

Oct. Nov.Dec ~

fﬁlddléi'b_tg o 1,
N -

r j— =
1647

Select the type of service — despatched next working day or

fourth working day at a cost of £23.40 or £9.25 respectively.
Then check the details and pay by credit or debit card.

Depending on the sending option you choose, a certified copy of

the certificate will soon be arriving through your letter box.

LY (W IR TH

1876 Muklbboimgh
”
gt tnd J b
Al O ] ¢
[ A /

| 0P

8XCA 772269

% [o o BUIET R

Censrny of Yowh

(R 10

WARNIVG A SETMICATS 1 T RS INDEY 08 TN 15
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Information Obtained from Certificates

| have copied the 1841-1901 information below from the birth
and marriage certificates of my ancestors in the Gatenby line.
All of the certificates were obtained by searching the GRO

records using findmypast.co.uk and then ordering online.

Great great grandparents

1816 Birth Jonathan (birth year deduced from marriage certificate).

1841 Marriage Jonathan, 25 mariner of Sleights, father William, farmer.

Ann Wright, 25, spinster of Sleights.
Father Joseph Wright, farmer. Married at Whitby.

Great grandparents

1852 Birth John, mother Ann, formerly Wright.

Father Jonathan, a sailor, Lower East St, Middiesbro’.

1875 Marriage John, 23, accountant of Lower East St, Middlesbro’.
Father Jonathan (deceased), sea captain.

Mary Heslop, 21, spinster. Father Thomas Heslop,
shoemaker, Hutton Rudby. Married at Stokesley.

Grandparents

1876  Birth Arthur, mother Mary, formerly Heslop.
Father John, a clerk of 73, Monkiand St, Middlesbro’.

1901 Marriage  Arthur, 25, accountant, 10, Borough Rd West,
Middlesbro’. Father John (deceased) accountant.

Annie Elizabeth Hebden, spinster, of Middlesbro’.
Father John Hebden, mariner. Married at Middlesbro’.
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The following information may be included on birth, marriage
and death certificates

Birth Certificate

Name and sex of child

Date and place of birth

Name of father

Occupation of father

Name and maiden name of mother
Signature, description, residence of informant.

Marriage Certificate

Names of bride and groom

Ages and conditions of bride and groom
Date and place of marriage
Occupations of bride and groom
Residences of bride and groom
Fathers’ names and occupations.

Death Certificate

Date and place of death

Name and sex of deceased, maiden surname if female
Address

Date and place of birth

Occupation

Cause of death

Name of spouse (if applicable)

Name and qualification of informant.
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Summary

The birth, marriage or death certificates of your relatives
provide the information to start searching the General
Registers of births, marriages and deaths.

The census records discussed in the Chapter 6 can also
be used as a starting point to trace your family
members. For example, if you know the name of a
person and where they lived, you should find their
household in one or more censuses from 1841 to 1911.

To be sure it is the right household, you might recognise
the names of other members of the family, such as
brothers and sisters of your parents or grandparents.
The census gives the names, dates and places of birth
of everyone in the household.

You can now use this data to search the births GRO
images in a Web site like findmypast.co.uk. Scan these
quarterly sheets by eye until you find the name and
place of birth you require. This will give you an index for
the birth certificate, which can now be ordered online.

With the birth certificate, you now have the names of
both parents, including mother's maiden name and
occupation of the father. Successively go back in time
searching the General Registers of births, deaths and
marriages to 1837, the start of General Registration.

Marriage and death certificates are obtained in the same
way as birth certificates. Details of a bride’s father given
on the marriage certificate enable you to use the
General Registers and censuses to explore the female
branches of a family.

Online research gave me the names, occupations and the
places where grandparents, great grandparents and great,
great, grandparents lived and were born. | would not have
found this information by traditional methods of research.
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Obtaining a
Death Certificate

Introduction

Chapter 6 showed how findmypast.co.uk and the Census
records can be used to find out a lot of information about
households, with “snapshots” taken every ten years from 1841 to
1911. From the censuses | was able to discover that my
grandfather Christopher Walls was born in Dumfries in Scotland
1865 or 1866. (Both years were given on different censuses;
birth years are not always exact because, for example, a birth
late in one year may not be registered until the following year.)
The 1911 census extract below also showed that my
grandparents had been married 26 years, making the year of
their marriage about 1885.

@ census search resulls all pearch reselly muu.n]
Condition/ Sirth

Name Relstion Yrs married Sex Age Yesr Occupadion Where Born

WALLS, Christopher Head m M 46 1065 wh tone)

[WALLS, Mory Ann wie pebned F a3 1088 Feling

From the censuses you should be able to extract a person’s
name, year of birth and marriage (if applicable) and the place
where they were born. Then you can enter these details into a
Web site like findmypast.co.uk and obtain the General Register
Office (GRO) indexes and order the birth or marriage certificates.
If you know the approximate date of someone's death, you can
order a death certificate in the same way.

As the censuses only record information about people living at a
particular time, | had no idea of when my grandfather died. He
was 46 years old in 1911, but may well have lived for another 30
or 40 years after that.
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The General Register Office Indexes

The GRO indexes of births, deaths and marriages are presented
on the screen as typed sheets, as shown in the example below.

f
WAL Tt Bl B W, MR u EPERED, w9y
e Naus o e A Bang. 4 be
2 paren 20 M6 | iy, mrwe =
. 9 on | =t - = ]
i Notze) & = Thems B e v L1
1 fa=%ea . il ‘{lh‘-l'_ s Ll iggm L]
) & M | Salibesd, Jibe . ] for %3 he3
14 Srciepeel e 108 Sidia: Beiise i ] s
I' :m- . W Slling, siters b2, - Ding's L. u: n
1 s e 9 | < aebies I & i i
% Lmmees, 4 I il i . |
N i H Seilingtes. Seajmis ot e p . Ly
‘:‘:‘.!"' o 1 N Seine ]
-] J : m = e i s ¥ H 13
1 Teandaia B -y d - 1 J:
i i ‘S i ieitere L
s soers s (= Ly i o
R lal.{l s ¥ - N St iepmel g : I:c'
: : :l'. : x : » e E!l . Me
: f E==x 1 8|S B fr Iy
o 7. - = ey . e
- - -“m;-‘r o - n =4rara L ]
» . e : :;: = o Lisarie s . M
=1 . 3 Leriaie b b e : 4
- - ] ) .
- irmiaghn 4 % - N emiseil .
sliirides. tvong 8 Tt s B! = A - i

Each sheet above represents the deaths for one quarter of a
year, for names within a certain alphabetic range. The sheet
above covers July, August and September 1937, for names
beginning with the letters WAL. To find a death index over say a
30 or 40 year period you might have to scan by eye well over 100
similar sheets until you found the one you want. Each sheet
viewed would have to paid for and then the most likely death
certificates would have to be ordered.

The problem is that the death records for each person above are
not separate entities which can be searched by computer. They
are all just part of a single scanned image, like a photograph.

The Web sites FreeBMD and Ancestry.co.uk provide transcribed
GRO indexes which are searchable by computer, as discussed
on the following pages. Transcribing the indexes by the
volunteers of FreeBMD is an ongoing process, so some pages of
records may not yet be available for computerised searching. At
the time of writing approximately 200 million records have been
transcribed.
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FreeBMD

FreeBMD is a charitable Web site created by thousands of
volunteers whose aim is to make the indexes searchable, free of
charge. So instead of scanning the original record sheets on the
screen by eye until you find the one you want, the FreeBMD
search facility will quickly find the indexes for you. This is
because the volunteers have undertaken the massive task of
transcribing the indexes into a form readable by computer.

You can open the FreeBMD Web site by entering the address
into a Web browser such as Internet Explorer.

(To save time you can usually miss out the http://www. part of
the Web site address, also known as a URL or *“Uniform
Resource Locator”.)

The FreeBMD Web site opens at the Home Page, as shown
below. There are links to associated Web sites such as
FreeCEN, FreeREG (parish registers) and also to Ancestry.co.uk
and findmypast.co.uk..

FreeBMD is sponsored by the RootsWeb, Ancestry.co.uk and The
Bunker Web sites.

Advertisement

T -,
o __

Welcane © FroaSMD.

mh-“mﬁﬁ‘ﬁhh_ﬂﬁmw*‘mwﬂ“hmdwh -l A
(e Internet access W the tramscribed rocords. Ihn-‘ﬁmﬂ.ﬁhﬁmhmdmmm.
To scarch the rocards that have 50 Gy boan tamacribed Ty FroaMD click os the Search buttion beow.

The reconding of births, merringes sud deaths was startesd in 1837 and s cue of the most sigalls [ The wanscrbing of the
records ks cavied eut by tcamm of nd contales indes. for the paiod 1837-198) PLEASE NOTE W HAVE NOT YET
TRANSCRIBED THE WHOLE INDEX. A breskdonn by cvent snd year can be viewed hore

Bearch) (ViewImages) (information (JolnFreeBMD) (Transcribers Pags]
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Searching With FreeBMD

Enter the surname and first name(s) of the person as shown
below. You must also select one of the types of search, births,
marriages or deaths; selecting All Types will produce indexes for
all of the available records for a person.

_ Districts | Al Dinticts
e tsm Aberayron (0 Jwsl
; Aberyswyth (10 Jan1936)
Surname Walls Abingdon
Acla (1939-Mar1974)
PR i | Alcester
Aldesbury (o Jun1896)
fbpomrs Mothor sumemec Aldarshot (Dec 1932-Mar1974)
Aldridge & Brownhills (Jun 1966-Mer1974)
trh-(» Alad (Dec 1935 Mar1974)
Aswack 0o 1936)
Alresiord (o Sep1932)
- o Dec ~
Vm Counties M Cows .
Moao mhh"lm
- Exact match on first nemes m e
Phoactic search swnames } e .
Match oaly recorded ages = U
|l-j | Cowdt | | Messt Seved o —

When you click Find, a list of the available indexes is displayed.
In my grandfather’s case only his marriage in Tynemouth in 1885
was listed as shown below. His birth was not listed because it
was in Scotland, as previously discussed.

Marriages Sep 1885 oy

Walle  Christopher Tymemouth 100370 (hic) &/

Unfortunately Christopher's death indexes were not listed;
however, as described shortly, the indexes for his death were
subsequently found using Ancestry.co.uk, which is associated
with FreeBMD. As mentioned earlier the indexes on FreeBMD
are completely free of charge and are part of an ongoing
process. | was not able to find Christopher's death because that
year had not yet been fully transcribed.
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Several more searches were carried out using FreeBMD for
other ancestors and these were successful in finding the indexes.
The process is obviously much quicker than scanning the sheets
by eye. As stated before, there is no charge for searches using
FreeBMD.

Referring to the marriage record for Christopher Walls on the
previous page, clicking on the link Tynemouth opens the
GENUKI Web site, giving details about the registration district
and links to other villages and parishes in the area.

Clicking on the page number 370 shown on the previous page
displays a list of other names on the page including my future (in
1885) grandmother Mary Ann McKeown.

S Frst (s) Age District Vol Page
Marriages Sep 1885  cowen
Cresswell | Edward Tynemouth 100370 () G/
McKeown Mary Asa Tymemouth 106370 o) G/*
MORPETH Elkizabets Tynemouth 106370 (o) G/
Walls Chaistopher Tynemouth 100370 (o) G/
Has ow search engine found the recard you are Found one partaey is & marringe but 80w looking
seeking” for the spowse”?
Chck herg to leam what to do now. Click bere for more infonmetion.

Ordering a Certificate

The important information on the records above and on the
previous page are the volume 10b and the page 370. These can
be used, together with the person’s name and the date and place
of the birth, marriage or death, to order a certificate from the
General Register Office. Make a note of the indexes etc., before
starting to order a certiticate.

At the bottom left of the screenshot above, there is a link as
shown enlarged below. Click the word here to continue with the
process of ordering a certificate, as described on the next page.

Pt

Click here to learn what to do now.
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The FreeBMD Web page entitled Ordering Certificates opens,
including lists of the information to be found on birth, marriage
and death certificates. Then you are informed of the two sources
of certificates:

e The General Register Office (GRO).
e The local Register Office relevant to the certificate.

Scroll down the FreeBMD Ordering Certificates Web page and
there is a note on obtaining a certificate as shown below.

Obtaining a certificate from the GRO
For current information on fees and cusrent ordering procedures click here .

You will need the GRO reference, that is the volume and page mumber given i

To order a birth, marriage or death certificate online, click the
word here shown above. This opens the General Register Office
Web page at www, gro gov uk/gro/contents/

G! ﬂ. N/ e 570 gkl content) i |49 | X JD sing
Fle bt View Fovortes Took Help
* [53- @ - @~ Wk Sasech [ Bookmaks+ I > ) HP Games WEPHP Craste  + € Snapfish ~ § HP 5
« Favortes .a....n.,—m.m Officiel infosmati... -8 - ® v Page~ sS4
Hosee Ofhice
identity & General Register Office
Passport Service

General Register Office
The General Register Olkce weDsie has moved You :U\m:-‘-:?ﬂlﬁ;-?-;wmm.doﬂmmmﬂhl

Memi Certily Mg ¥om he General Register ORCe InCudng beth Mamage Cwvi ParNersiup 0eallh 3G0PBON aNG COMMEMOrabve.
corticales

for INfOrMaton on bath, MaMage. Ovl DArMNErEp, Geal. adOPEON BNd SBIDKN (ECOr3s and regisFaBoNs, a3 wel a3
mmnnmmmmmmwn #gister O INderes

From the General Register Office Web page click the link Order
certificates online shown above.

100
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This leads to the Certificate ordering service page which gives
information about what you will need to provide. Click the link
Order a certificate online now. You are now required to register
as a new user, with an e-mail address and a password. You will
need the indexes from the search in FreeBMD and the person's
name, year and place where the event was registered.
$

Home Ofhoe

identity &
Passport Service

General Register Office

Application for an England and Wales death
certificate

Below is an England and Walas Death Certihcate Apphcaton Form for a certificate quoting
the GRO index reference number

Required fields witl be followed by the * character

Please complete the form and press the “Sudmd button to 3od the applicabon to your
basket

Particulars of the pefson whose Certficate is required

Year death was registerec 1937
Surname of deceased
Forenames of deceased

Reference informaton trom GRO Index

Year 1937

Quarter” Select -
Destrict name”

Volme Number "

Page Number”

After checking the details, select the sending option for postage
and completing the payment procedure. Depending on the
sending option chosen, a certified copy of the birth, marriage or
death certificate will arrive in the post in a few days time.
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Viewing a Scan of an Original Page of Indexes
Marriages Sep 1885 oy
Walls  Christopher Tynemouth 106370 [hic) &

The spectacles icon allows you to display a copy of the
original birth, marriage or death indexes in various
formats, selected from the list on the right below.

o Yeu can view the original scan ot was med to trasecribe this entry. The folloming =gt
0e s the oo e that contiaing the cutry
eignal DB-OVISSSMD W-0247 .:‘
. Selext the format asing thr basbons o the right and then click on the Virw the original J
Hlo i & focliy icen on the ke p:'-
u'"'-':,:'h I thr 3can does mot costain the culty you mey be shie % find the scan yowrsell by cicking ) Y
it Which foomet % choose?
of e Tarms _ *°

The original format is the one used when [ i following
the page was scanned. The gif, tif and
jpeg formats can be viewed on many
standard Windows programs. A pdf file
(portable document format) is opened in
the program Adobe Reader, which can be ¢ orignal
downloaded free from www.adobe.co.uk. After selecting View
the original, shown on the left above, you can either Open or
Save the file in your chosen format. Shown below is part of the
page of marriage indexes for July, August and September 1885.
This has been opened as a pdf file in Adobe Reader. You can
view a page of indexes, zoom in and out and save a copy of the
original document but you can’t change or edit the page.

gaynfl

B Vi Docamad—Tookh—Wedow iy
& © 1 /1 @@ 1w . o P
247 MARRIAGES registered in July, August, and September 1865,
reee Bury 8 e &’t Warran, Alies,..
1h 556 | == Awilia Maris ...
» b ™ | — -ion
Lo, B e covorcases, e
::. :;n et Rlina M.
'3 —Ml*_.
Ih 203 | —— Fanx Thomas ....
s 193
10a 4w
ie 296 Morta
le 3¢
14 %6
1n o
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Ancestry.co.uk

This Web site allows you to search all of the census records form
1841 to 1901 and all Civil Registration records of births,
marriages and deaths from 1837 to 2005. There are also military
and immigration and emigration records.

"ﬂ" el
ancestry N ey 04 msmem(l) Sees® we
-
Get Started on Ancestry.co.uk = 3 2 sz
lc Rocerd Collections
a¢ e
X Consus Records
1 El‘rm\&]-‘ulum—m an orine taely e Ak -
o Ly g del. " Ml M W A
2. cxhonhnts [ o your tree to Bnd new fereion
[ ] tave Colections

bt your ancestors. O search our recond soleSion.
startrg vt the g

Copyright © Ancestry.com. All Rights Reserved

This copyright notice also applies to the screenshots in the
next 3 pages, capturec from the Ancestry.co.uk Web site.

The birth, marriage and death indexes have been transcribed so
that you can now search for a name and an event using the
computer, rather than having to go through pages of records on
the screen, scanning by eye until you find the entry you want.
Ancestry.co.uk uses the FreeBMD transcribed indexes from 1837
to 1915 and its own transcribed indexes from 1916 to 2005.

Deaths

Deaths 1837 - 1915 (ranscribed by FreefMD)
Deaths 1916 - 2005 (ranscnbed)
Deaths are fully searchable by name and you wil find individual matches in these collections.

W
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| was trying to obtain the death certificate of my grandfather,
Christopher Walls, but this could have occurred in any year
between 1911 and about 1940. Scanning the death indexes (four
sheets per year) would be a massive task and also expensive,
since you have to pay for each page viewed. The transcribed
records, searchable by computer, should save all of this effort.

The Ancestry.co.uk Home Page is opened by entering its
address into the Address Bar of a browser such as Internet
Explorer, as shown below.

England & Wales Birih

{ ) ﬁ http://www.ancestry.co.uk/

From the Home Page you can select either Search or Search
All Records. If you enter a person’s name into Search All
Records you will be given a list of all of the occurrences of their
name in all of the registers — births, marriages, deaths, census
records and any other record collections. As | was looking for the
indexes to order a death certificate | went straight to the Birth,
Marriage & Death search and then narrowed it down by
searching in the England & Wales Death Index: 1916 — 2005.

i 3 [
ancestry - - - ) [}
I-l,'no--- “ollaborate *  Leamwng Centre = Pt rop [ |
s --J. -! :
Birth, Marriage & Death — O]
%:;-;-nn:_w‘.wﬁmm)mmuur - ' —
@i s Gl Piaus i Ot | —r Ty
= ST e o —
W Pl BagtaT, MUTRae » Buw e
2% =3 £l
Clutnlaghe Waly
Sirth
% Featured data collections
Oocth " [ e e |
Loghand A s,
& !I B F 15N ¥ L
Famlly Muwbery
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A large number of deaths were found under the name
Christopher Walls but the first one shown below looked a good
bet. This is because | knew that my mother's family eventually
finished up in the North Riding of Yorkshire and also that my
father originated from Middlesbrough.

view Christopher 1937 Middlesbrough  Yorkshire = o

Record walls North Rideng

view Chnstopher 1947 wolverhampton Staffordshire =4 -

Record walls

view Christopher 1927 Brentford Middiesex 1 -

Reg walls

Yie Christopher 1936 wigan Lancashire e
walls

Clicking on the link View Record above displays the fully
transcribed record as shown below, with the indexes, etc,
needed to order a death certificate.

Name: Christopher Walls |
Death Registration 1937
Month/Year:

Age at death 72
(estimated):

Registration distnct:  Middiesbrough
Inferred County:  Yorkshire North Riding
volume: 9d

Page: 569

Save This Record
Attach this record to & person in your tree as 8 scurce record, or save for
Iater evaluation.

e
(6]
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There is a link on the previous window to view the original
scanned image of the page of deaths. There is also an

icon to display the original image on the extreme right of : 2
the transcribed record shown below.
1w Christopher 1937 Middlesbrough Yorkshire = o

Record walls North Riding

Ordering a Certificate

Click the icon shown on the right and on the record for
Christopher Walls above. The ancestryshop order form =
opens as shown below with some of the details already
entered. Now, if not entered automatically, enter the year of the
birth, marriage or death and the district, volume and page
number from the record, as shown on the previous page.

lancestry . _ e

[
Order Details \: / 2

Death Certificate Order Details
Please be adwised that we can only supply Births, Daaths and Mamiaga cartificates rom England and Wales.
Certificates can ba obtained trom 1837 to 18 months prior to the present date

Particulars of the person whose Death Certificate is required 9

Surnama of Deceased * Walls

Foranama(s) of Daceased * Christophar

Reference Information from GRO Index

l

Year {yyyy) ¢ 1937

Quarter ¢ 3 v oK J
Orstrick Name * Middles brough oK J
Voluma Numbar ¢ 9d oK J
Page Numbaer * 569 oK J

You also need to select the type of postal delivery (standard or
express) before clicking Continue and completing the order with
your personal details and banker's card details.

106
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The Death Certificate

A copy of the death certificate arrived in the post a few days
later. Fortunately the deceased Christopher Walls was indeed my
grandfather, since everything on the certificate tallied, such as
his age in 1937 and his former occupation. The informant was
one of my uncles and the area where Christopher Walls had died
was one | had visited briefly as a child to meet various relatives.

.w . .
e
P o 1 aghs Puoagh of \Gbbraways
R v Vo B } o Ll 1
- v ’ e 2" o 3 " r‘
P il A i b s . T ey -
v | apes N Sonres of — P
— @ e ik 2= e
AC 2EalY @

The information on the above death certificate includes:

e The date and place of death.

e The name, sex and age of the deceased.

e The occupation of the deceased.

e The cause of death.

e« The signature, address and description of the
informant, who may have been present at the death.

Some death certificates also include the date and place of birth
of the deceased and also the name of their spouse, if applicable.

—_
~
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Results of Online Searching

Initially all | knew of my grandfather was his surname, Walls, and the
names of some of his children. Using only online searching and BMD
certificates ordered online, | found the following:
1865 Birth Record
Christopher Walls, born 9, Church St, Maxwelltown, Dumfries
Father: William (b. Scotland) Mother Elizabeth (b. Ireland).
1871 Census England and Wales
Age 6. Living at Tynemouth, with parents and 5 lodgers.
1881 Census England and Wales
Age 16. Living at Tynemouth with parents. Road labourer.
1885 Marriage Certificate

Married Mary Ann McKeown at Tynemouth. Working as a shipyard
labourer.

1888 and 1890 Birth Records
Children Sarah Walls and William Walls born at Lumphinnins,
Ballingry, County of Fife, Scotland.

1891 Census England and Wales

Living with wife and children at 12, Town Street, Gateshead,
Durham. Working as a general labourer.

1901 Census England and Wales

Living with wife and 5 children at Blue Row, Embleton, Alnwick,
Northumberland. Working as whinstone breaker in a quarry.

1911 Census England and Wales

Living with wife and 7 children at Ritton Whitehouse, Ewesley,
Rothbury, near Morpeth, Northumbertand. Working in a quarry.

1937 Death Certificate
Died at North Ormesby Hospital , Middlesbrough aged 72

All census records above were obtained using findmypast.co.uk.
Scottish birth records were extracted using ScotlandsPeople. English
birth and marriage certificates were obtained by first obtaining GRO
indexes using findmypast.co.uk and then ordering by post from the
General Register Office. Christopher Walls’ death certificate was
ordered after obtaining the GRO indexes using FreeBMD and
Ancestry.co.uk. GENUKI, Google, Google Maps and Google Street
View were used to find information about places.
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Loose Ends

This chapter attempts to investigate a few of the stories and
possible connections in our families and ends with a summary of
what | believe has been achieved by this online journey.

Exploring the Nautical Connection

My father, Arthur, grew up by the sea in Yorkshire and was
involved with boats from an early age. Both he and his brother
Ronald spent many years in the merchant navy, my father as an
engineer officer and Ronald as a chief engineer. Living in
landlocked Derbyshire myself | had never had a close
association with the sea; however, while looking through the
various birth and marriage certificates in my father's family |
discovered that my great grandfather John Hebden was listed as

a mariner, shown on the right Z v
e nlons B
and below. u" £ A l T
I?f/ M nrrige ;:'— siand lMiﬂ" Sk o Ajk/ 1 Ay & L%
. ‘. nw-.;...H - st M) P,
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One generation farther back
than John Hebden, my great, | . I
great, grandfather Jonathan is | . 7T (10 Bt
listed at his son John's marriage

as a sea captain (deceased).
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It was perhaps a sign of those times that when my grandfather
Arthur Wright Gatenby and great grandfather John were both
married in their twenties, as shown on their marriage certificates
on the previous page, both of their fathers were already dead.

Records sent to me by a relative indicated that prior to
Jonathan's birth at Egton in 1817 or 1818 many of my relatives
were centred around Whitby on the East Coast of Yorkshire.

| used the GENUKI Web site to find out about the history of
Whitby, a busy fishing port, particularly whaling. Entering the
name of a place like Whitby into GENUKI also reveals a wealth
of other information, such as the 13th century ruined abbey and
also the fact that Whitby was used for the setting of the film of
Count Dracula by Bram Stoker.

Documents 1 - 20 of 1350 matches. More ¥X's indicate 2 better match.

WYy 1. GENUKI: Whitby Master Rolls for 1747 (Old Stvle)
Poirdedt 2. GENUKI: Whithy Muster Rofls for 1747 (OM Stvle)
%¥r 3. GENUKI: Whitby Parish information from Balmers' 1890.
it 4. GENUKI: Whitby Parish information from Bulmers' 1890.
Yrit 5. GENUKI: Whitby History

However, as | was interested in finding out about my forebears in
Whitby | put Gatenby and Whitby into Google.

GO O g [e Gatenby Whitby Search

The link which appeared at the top of the list of search results is
shown below. Clicking on this link displayed the memorial
inscription for St. Mary's, Whitby, shown on the next page.

[ Print Page - Memorial inscription. St Mary's Whitby
27 May 1716 Mary bastard d of Deborah Gatenby Whithy ... 26 April 1741 John and Thomas
twin 8 of Joseph Galenby sailor of o
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25 May 1712 John s of John Gatenby Whitby

12 April 1713 Hester d of Deborah Gatenby Whitby

27 May 1716 Mary bastard d of Deborah Gatenby Whitby

3 June 1716 Judith d of John Gatenby salor Whitby

13 July 1718 Richard s of John Gatenby sallor Whithy

17 Dec 1729 Wiliam s of Joseph Gatenby Whitby

11 Jan 1735/6 Joseph s of Joseph Gatenby Whitby

6 Jan 1733/4 lames s of Joseph Gatenby Whitby

26 April 1741 John and Thomas twin s of Joseph Gatenby sailor of Whitby
24 June 1744 Ann d of Joseph Gatenby Sailor of Whitby

27 June 1741 Thomas s of Joseph Gatenby saior Whitby

23 Dec 1746 John s of Joseph Gatenby sailor Whitby

S Nov 1774 Joseph s of Joseph and Mary (tidewaiter) bom 3rd Whitby

19 Jan 1806 Joseph Gaterby Pilot 80 years Whitby

John Gatenby at the top of the list above, born Whitby 25 May
1712, appears to be my ancestor John Gatenby, listed on my
relative’s records but born on the 28th not 25th May 1712, an
easy error to make. Most of the men listed above were employed
at sea in some capacity; 6 were sailors and one a pilot
responsible for navigating ships into the harbour. Joseph, the
tidewaiter was apparently a customs officer who boarded ships to
enforce the law. The status of Mary shown above would no doubt
be described in a more sympathetic way in the 21st Century.

By entering searches such as J Gatenby Mariner into Google |
was able to find that a J Gatenby sailed with Captain Cook
(himself raised near Whitby) on his ship the Discovery. Also that
a Captain J Gatenby was the master on the ship Nimroud of
Scarborough taking emigrants to a new life in Australia in1855.

Mariners and ships in Australian Waters
NIMROUD

SHIP OF SCARBORO, J. GATENBY MASTER, BURTHEN 1022 TONS
FROM THE PORT OF LONDON TO SYDNEY NEW SOUTH WALES, 18TH OCTOBER 1885

Lurname [~ Station Age Of what Natioa Statws Comments
eaEe

BATENEY b 8 CAPTAIN CREW

RASER T. MATE 2% G.B CREW

HERALD W, JAMES 2ND MATE 32 G.B CREW

POWNEY R.C. SURGEON 2 G.B CREW

—
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Emigration

I could not be certain that the J Gatenby who sailed with Captain
Cook on the Discovery or the Captain of the ship Nimroud taking
immigrants to Australia were my close relatives. However, | had
found enough evidence to be sure that many of my ancestors
were involved with the sea.

Many people left England for a new life in Australia, New Zealand
and Canada. Some of these immigrants prospered, such as my
father's brother Harold Heslop Gatenby, who went to Canada in
1927 aged 22. Using the Migration / Passenger Lists Leaving
UK 1890-1960 feature in findmypast.co.uk | was able to find the
original record for Harold's voyage, as shown below.

The fully transcribed record of Harold's voyage is shown below.
His wife, Maude Mary, aged 20 years followed in September of
the same year in the Albertic bound for Montreal.

passenger transcript details

Name: Harold H GATENSY P ——
Date of departure: 1 June 1927

Port of departure: Liverpool e«
Passenger d ion port:  Quebec, Canada Y\

Oate of Birth: 1905 (calculated from age) OV ARG
Age: 22 \\ﬁ
Marital status:

Sex: Male

Occupation: Steelworker

Passenger recorded on: Page 1 of 12

Ship: CALGARIC

Official Number: 140579

Master's name: ) Kearney

Steamship Lne: White Star

Where bound: Montreal, Canada

Square feet: 10701

Registered tonnage: 16063

Passangers on voyasge: 234

As shown in Mark Gatenby’s family tree on page 2, Harold and
Maude went on to produce a substantial Canadian family of their
own and, as far as | know, never returned to England.

11
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Grandma in the Workhouse?

| had found plenty of evidence about my maternal grandmother
from her marriage certificate dated 1885 and in the subsequent
censuses up to 1911. However, | was unable to find any record
of her in the censuses for 1871 and 1881, when she should have
been living in the Newcastle area, where she was born in 1867.
However, there was a girl of the right age listed in the Tynemouth
Union Workhouse in the 1881 Census; the only problem was that
her name was given as Mary McKune, not Mary McKeown, as
given on the marriage certificate and on the various censuses.

Search Records | index Records

Household Record

Search results | Download
Household:

Relatiorfantal St

Name telationila tus Gender Jage| Grhplace .
YWilkam HAY Inmate M Male 54 MNewcastle Tyne Nodhumberand England Clerk

Joseph HAGGIE Inmate Male 12 Norh Sheelds, Nothumberand, England  Schalar
Agnes OSBORN Inmate Fermale 8 Norh Sheelds Nothumberdand England  Schalar
Joho WARD Inmate M Male 71 lreland Massns Laboures
M A 3 Inmate Fernale ¥ Morh Steelds. Noibumberdand. England  Schdlar
Iary MC KUNE Inméte Fomale W MNorth Sheelds Nesthumberdand England  Schlar

Inmate Female 11 Nonh Steelds Nothumberdand £ ngland

However, it does seem quite likely that this was my grandmother
since four years after this 1881 Census, my grandmother was
married at Tynemouth, according to the marriage certificate. By
this time she was aged 18 years, the same age as the girl in the
Tynemouth Union Workhouse would have been.

According to the marriage certificate, my grandmother's father
was already dead at her marriage in 1885 and this could explain
why she and her sister had been “inmates” (as they were called)
of the Tynemouth Union Workhouse. Also, getting married at the
age of 18 might have been a way to escape the workhouse. The
difference in spelling of the name is not too surprising in those
times of limited educational opportunity — my grandfather had to
use a cross for his “signature” on their marriage certificate.

—_
-
[
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Famous Names

Most of us would probably like to think we were connected to
someone famous, successful or perhaps even notorious. In Jill's
family there is a widely held view that they are related to Dr.
Samuel Johnson, creator of the first dictionary and the subject of
James Boswell’'s biography “Life of Samuel Johnson”.

Samuel Johnson

Doctor Johnson's father Michael (born 1658) and his grandfather
William lived in a very small hamlet called Great Cubley in
Derbyshire. JilI's ancestors, also called Johnson, lived at the
same time a stone’s throw away in the neighbouring hamlet of
Mockley, between the parishes of Cubley and Sudbury. It was a
very sparsely populated rural area, so the chances of Jill's
ancestors being related to Samuel Johnson's family seem quite
strong. Typing Samuel Johnson into Google produces a wealth
of information about the great man.

Unfortunately the main genealogy Web sites do not generally go
back this far in time. However, from the GENUKI Web site |
found out that the church records (known as Bishops’
Transcripts) for Cubley and Sudbury are kept at the Lichfield
Joint Record Office. We hope to visit this office in the near future
and explore the Dr. Johnson connection further.

Andrew Gatenby

On my father's side, Andrew Gatenby was a struggling farmer
from the Whitby area of Yorkshire who emigrated to Van
Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) via a farm in the Brecon Beacons. He
later became a successful landowner with several estates, apart
from being a chief police constable, well-known cattle breeder
and church benefactor. With his sons he founded the Penny
Royal Corn Mill, which has since become a visitor attraction and
holiday complex. Andrew's achievements can be found on
numerous Web sites by entering Andrew Gatenby Tasmania
into a search engine such as Google.
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Penny Royal World

Catriona shows us a very fun side of Tassie; and this
favourite fun park is going off.

A visit to Penny Royal World is like szepping back into
the 19th century. Its story is of Andrew Gatenby, an
early pioneer of van Dieman's land, and his family.
They arrived in 1823 and settled onland between
Cressy and Ross on the Isis River, then known as
Penny Royal Creek. They built their farmhouse and Penny Royal World
milhouse there.

Andrew Gatenby was born in 1771 in the smali village of Egton,
and his wife Hannah (née Maw) was born at nearby Whitby. My
great, great grandfather Jonathan Gatenby was born at Egton in
1818. It has been suggested that Andrew Gatenby was probably
the uncle of Jonathan. Andrew died in Tasmania in 1848, aged
77, while Hannah reached 100 years of age. Their gravestones
are shown below in the family’s private cemetery on their own
land in Tasmania, a far cry from their roots in the North Riding of
Yorkshire and their farm in the Brecon Beacons in Wales.

To the wmemevn of

HANNAHCATENBY
DILD 23" WMAY o778
ACLO 100 YRAAS,

Twann Y

This photo was taken by my cousin John Lansdale Gatenby
during a visit to relatives in Tasmania. It was then sent straight to
my computer as an e-mail attachment in the form of a jpg file.
(Also known as a JPEG file, a common photographic format).

—
Y
[6,]

|
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What Can You Learn from Online Research?

I knew nothing of my grandfather, Christopher Walls, before
starting this research. He died before | was born, my parents
didn’t talk of him and we lived in a different part of the country
from the rest of the family. Online computer research enabled
me to discover the major events in Christopher’s life — where
he was born, the many places where he lived with his family,
where he worked and the date, place and cause of his death.

| discovered that Christopher was born in Scotland, of Scottish
and Irish parents and that both his wife's parents were Irish.
Having thought of myself as totally English, | found that of my
eight great grandparents, three were Irish and one Scottish.
Many of us probably have surprisingly mixed backgrounds;
knowing this might lead to different attitudes to other people.

| also found out that many of my ancestors were employed in
simple, traditional jobs at sea, in farming or labouring in
shipyards and quarries. Less than 100 years ago, my
grandfather Christopher Walls, unable to write his own name,
worked in quarries around Northumberland; Jill's grandfather,
James Brunt, farmed in the Staffordshire Moorlands, near the
(allegedly) lawless village of Flash. How different from the 21st
century jobs of two of their great grandsons; one (also called
James Brunt) is now the sales director in Japan for a
prestigious multi-national car company and the Honorary
British Consul for Okinawa; the other is an airline pilot flying
Boeing 737s between Europe and the Middle East.

As someone who spent many years as both a pupil and
teacher in inner city schools it was interesting to discover my
own rural roots. Having married into a farming family |1 no
longer felt such an outsider. Most of us should be able to find
some country cousins if we go back far enough. Realising this
should reduce the tensions which sometimes exist between
town and country dwellers. Tracing you family history online is
not expensive and may change your life — it's never too late!
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How to Trace Your Ancestors Using a
Computer for the Older Generation

Finding out about our ancestors is now an extremely popular activity. With a PC
connected to the Internet you can now unlock your family history from the comfort of
your own home. This book has been especially written for the over 50's. using plain
English and avoiding technical jargon wherever possible.

Among the many practical and useful subjects covered are:

o  The essential hardware and software requirements.

e Using a search engine such as Goagle to find information about people and places.

e Descriptions of the main Genealogy Web sites and worked examples using real

- family records.

o Interrogating the National Censuses to find where our families lived at different
times.

o Finding out about all the members of a household and their ages. occupations and
places of birth.

e Searching the Civil Registers of Births, Marriages and Deaths to obtain the indexes
necessary to order certified copies of BMD certificates.

e Locating parish records and examining specialist records such as ships’
passenger lists.
Using free online software to construct a family tree.

e Collaborating with relatives anywhere in the world. using e-mails to pool and
exchange information.

e Scanning old photos and documents such as marriage certificates; attaching
photos and documents to e-mails.

e Making free phone and video calls between computers worldwide using Skype
software downloaded for free.

This book will help you get started researching your family history: be warned
however, that you may enjoy this fascinating activity so much you'll find it
very difficult to stop!
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