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Windows 8.1 Explained was written so that you can quickly
explore the workings of Microsoft's Windows latest operating
system, whether you prefer to use the Tile interface (above
left) or the Desktop interface (above right), as many users
without a touch screen PC might prefer. This book applies to;
Windows 8.1, 8.1 Pro and the vast majority of Windows 8.1
Enterprise. Also, parts of the book should be applicable to
Windows RT 8.1 that is a restricted version designed
specifically for ARM Tablets. Chapters include:

An overview of the Tile interface, Desktop, Taskbar, the
Tray Notification Area, running Apps, using the Charms
bar, creating User Accounts, managing Windows Settings
and Personalising your PC.

How to use the Desktop File Explorer and SkyDrive, the
Internet Explorer and how to use the e-mail App.
How to use bing maps, search for locations, services, get
driving directions and help with public transport.

How to work with and organise your digital photographs
and import them from your camera, use the Media Player
to store and play your music, burn CDs and install Media
Center to access DVD playback faciity.
Connect to wireless networks and set up a HomeGroup,
share a printer and network PCs running Windows 8.1.
How to use mobility tools to keep your laptop running
while away from home.

How to use Accessibility features if you have problems
using the keyboard or mouse or have poor eyesight, how
to keep your PC healthy and backup your important files.
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Author's Recommendation
It is recommended that the easiest way to get
maximum benefit from this book it to have a

computer running Windows 8.1 so that you
can follow instructions and procedures.
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Windows 8.1 Overview
Upgrading to Windows 8.1
There are two ways of upgrading to Windows 8.1. One
method is to download it from www.microsoft.com. which is
free, the other is to buy the upgrade media. It all depends on
what version of Windows you are running at the time:

Windows 8 users are advised to download the free version
from the Microsoft Web site. On the displayed Web site you'll
see the link shown in Fig. 1.1 below which can be used to not
only find out what is new in Windows 8.1, but also to
download the free upgrade to your device.
In Windows

The new Windows is
here.
See what's new

Fig

1

1 The Windows 8.1 Opening Screen

Windows 8.1 Preview users have additional steps to go
through. When upgrading to Windows 8.1, as only their user
accounts and data are preserved all their applications will
have to be reinstalled.
-

Windows 7 users can purchase official Windows 8.1 media
from Microsoft's online store.

Windows Vista or XP users should purchase Windows 8
media, upgrade their computers to it, then download and
install the free Windows 8.1 update to their machines.

1
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Note: Users of older machines might need to also
upgrade their hardware as Windows 8 and 8.1 might

not run on them! In fact even users of Windows 7
might find it cheaper to purchase a new machine with
Windows 8, then use the free upgrade to Windows 8.1,
rather than to purchase the Windows 8.1 media.

Upgrading Via Windows 8
If your current machine runs Windows 7 Starter, Home Basic
or Home Premium, you can upgrade to Windows 8 (Basic) or
Windows 8 Pro. However, those on Windows 7 Professional

or Windows 7 Ultimate will be able to Upgrade only to
Windows 8 Pro.

In short, owners of Intel and AMD PCs, laptops or tablets
with x86 or x64 processor will be able to choose between
Windows 8 (Basic) and Windows 8 Pro. Windows 8 Pro
several
features
including
encryption,
PC
management, virtualisation and domain connectivity. So the
choice is really made for you, particularly if you want to install
Windows Media Center which is only available to Windows 8
Pro as a separate 'media pack'.

offers

Windows 8 (meaning both Basic and Pro) will run all your
programs that currently run on Windows 7 or Windows Vista
and you can perform an in -situ upgrade retaining all your files
and settings. Upgrading from Windows XP requires an
entirely new (clean) installation which means that anything
not backed -up will be lost!

If your computer operates under Windows 7, then it will run
under Windows 8 without any problems. Windows 8 comes
either as a 32 -bit or a 64 -bit Operating System (OS), with
separate discs for the two versions. To use the 64 -bit OS you
will require a 64 -bit computer, so be careful. If you need to

find out which type of computer you have, check in the
System section of the Control Panel which in Windows 7 is
reached through the Start 0 button.
You will also have to decide whether to do:

2
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An Upgrade - which replaces Windows 7 (or Vista)
with Windows 8 and retains all your settings, data files
and programs, or

A Custom installation - after backing -up your settings
and data files carry out a clean install. This cures the
gradual slowdown that tends to happen to most PCs
over time and cleans your PC of any bugs it might have
picked up from the Internet. But, the downside is that
you'll have to reirstall all your programs! With Windows
XP you'll have to do a clean install anyway.

Note: Whichever installation you do,

it

is always a

good idea to backup your settings and data files before

installing a new operating system. Having installed
Windows 8, you are now in a position to upgrade to
Windows 8.1 by downloading the free upgrade.

System Requirements
To run Windows 8 or Windows 8.1 a PC requires at least:

A processor with a speed of 1 GHz or faster with 1 GB
(gigabyte) for a 32 -bit (x86) system or 2 GB for a 64 -bit
(x64) system of available RAM.

A graphics card that is DirectX 9 compatible with a
WDDM 1.0 or higher driver and a minimum screen
resolution of 1024 x 768.
20 GB of availab e hard disc space.

Access to the Internet to get mail or download and run
Apps from Windows Apps Store.

To use Windows Touch, you need a Tablet with an
ARM processor or a monitor that supports multi -touch.

Depending on resolution, video playback may require
additional memory and advanced graphics hardware.
HomeGroup requires a network and PCs running either
Windows 8 or Windows 8.1.

3

1

Windows 8.1 Overview

Downloading and installing the Windows 8.1 free upgrade
might take more than two hours (depending on the speed of

your network and on the version of Windows 8 you have
installed). You have about 3.5 Gb to download and the speed
at which this is achieved also depends on whether or not you
have disable your firewall for the period and your broadband
is fast enough and stable. Then follows the installation itself
with numerous checks on compatibility, gathering information,
installing, 'doing more things' including a number of restarts,
so be very patient!

Note: If you are new to Windows 8 or 8.1 you might at

first be puzzled not knowing how to configure your
computer or change screens, but don't worry, all will
be explained in good time! The rest of this chapter
only deals with the new facilities introduced in
Windows 8.1 over and above those in Windows 8 and
what security is required to keep your computer safe.

Internet Security
Before you do anything else you should reinstall your antivirus software. Without it you would be very vulnerable on the
Internet. If you don't have any and you don't want to pay for

this, you can download the excellent and free Windows
Defender with its anti -virus, anti-spyware and Firewall.
With Windows Defender, your computer can be made very
secure with its protection working unobtrusively in the

background, but you must first sign

in

or create a Live

account to get it. You need the Windows Live account as its
password is used by Windows 8.1 whenever you start the
program.

If you don't have a Windows Live account, go to

http://download.live.com/

to download Live Essentials and in the process create a
Live password. Just follow the on -screen instructions.

4
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Once this is done. you are ready to get your Windows
Defender security by going to

www.windowsdefender.com
which opens the screen in Fig. 1.2 below.

Fig. 1.2 The Microsoft Safety and Security Centre

Another free anti -virus protection can be obtained from

www.free.avg.com

but it does not include a Firewall. If you use this program,
you must activate the Microsoft's Defender Firewall for full
protection.

I have used each of these separately on my computers for
many years and found them excellent. For more information
on Windows Defender, please refer to Chapter 13.

What is New in Windows 8.1
Microsoft have really taken on board criticisms and concerns
voiced by users against Windows 8 ever since its inception.

As a result, they have produced a much better operating
system with Windows 8.1 which answers many of the original
concerns.
5
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You can now use:

(1) The Start button: Tap and hold
Programs and Features

Mobility Centre
Power Options
Event Viewer
System

Device Manager

or right -click the

reintroduced Start button,
pointed to in Fig. 1.3, to
open a menu of options.

This makes the access to
the various areas listed a lot
easier to get to than in

Disk Management

Windows 8, which should
please users of Windows 7

Computer Management

who might now even be

Command Prcmpt

convinced to upgrade!

Network Connections

Command Prompt (Adman)
Task Manager

Control Panel
File Explorer
Search

Run

(2)
Apps side -by -side:
While in Tile view, either

swiping upwards or left -click
the down-arrow pointed to at
the bottom -left corner in
Fig.

Shut down or sign out
Desktop

1.4.

This opens the

screen shown in Fig. 1.5 on
the next page.

Fig. 1.3 The Start Menu

oa

At.

111"91111
eta y
Fig. 1.4 The Tiled Apps in Windows 8.1.
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Fig. 1.5 The Side -by -side Apps Screen in Windows 8.1

Tapping or clicking the down -arrowhead pointed to at the
top -left corner of the screen, displays options
for organising your Apps, as shown here. After
by date

,

by most used

reorganising your Apps as you like, swipe
downwards or click on an empty area within

Fig. 1.4 to display an upwards pointing arrow at
the bottom -left corner of the screen which can
be used to return Windows 8.1 to the Tile view screen.
by category

(3) How Windows opens: You can now select the way you
like Windows 8.1 to open; either in Tile view or Desktop
view. Users of tablets or touch -screen laptops might prefer
the former method, while users of more traditional laptops or
desktop computers might prefer the latter.

To get your computer to start with the Desktop screen,
right -click on an empty part of the Taskbar to display a set of
options as shown in Fig. 1.6 on the next page. Next, left -lick

the Properties option to open the Taskbar and Navigation
properties dialogue box, also shown in the composite screen
in Fig. 1.6, with its Navigation tab selected.

Under the Start screen area of the dialogue box, click on
one or more appropriate boxes to select them. If you select
Show my desktop background on Start, this is exactly
what you'll get next time you restart your laptop or PC.

7
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Fig. 1.6 The Taskbar and Navigation Properties Composite Screen

(4) Searches: These are now carried out 'everywhere' (your
Libraries, your user folder, SkyDrive or the Web). Results
are not separated anymore into distinct Apps. Settings and
Files categories. Whether you use the Search charm in

Windows or the Search

option from the Start menu, a

search box is opened as shown in the composite of Fig. 1.7.

0

0
Fig. 1.7 The Search Screen in Windows 8.1.
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(5) The SkyDrive Sync: The Cloud has become central to
Windows 8.1 thanks to its new Sync engine. All your
documents, photos, music, videos, settings and Apps can be

stored on SkyDrive and made available to you anytime,
anywhere. The improvements made have to do with the way
this information synchronises with your tablet or computer.

You can reach SkyDrive by either tapping its tile in Tile
view, as shown here, or left -clicking the File
Explorer option in the Start menu (see Fig. 1.7
on previous page) and then selecting SkyDrive
Sky Dm e

from the list under Favourites. The result of
opening SkyDrive by either of these two
method is shown side -by -side in Fig. 1.8.
- ..a.

14.
Demme

0.1.0

1.

NW.

Fag

Fig. 1.8 The Contents of SkyDrive for my PC.

Note: In my case there is a warning on both screens (top left corner and bottom -right corner in Fig. 1.8) which are

the same. It reads "Your SkyDrive is full. To buy more
storage, go to PC settings". The reason for this is that
only 7 GB storage is free, after that you'll have to pay!

SkyDrive makes it a lot easier to log in to any other Windows
8.1 PC and use your Apps and documents as if they are on
your own computer. In Tile view, enough information is used
to identify a file or folder and display it as an icor as shown

on the left screen in

Fig.

1.8 above. Only when a file

is

opened it is downloaded on the spot to The PC you are using.

9
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(6) Internet Explorer 11: Microsoft has applied its Sync
technology to its Internet Explorer, now version 11. It now
supports multiple tabs, placing them at the bottom of the
screen when you open it in Tile view, as shown in Fig. 1.9
below. You can switch from one tab to another at a touch of a
finger.

i

Nal=111111

000

Fig. 1.9 Multiple Tabs in Tile View of Internet Explorer.

In Desktop view, multiple tabs are placed at the top of the
screen just as it was in previous versions of Windows.

The Tile View of the Modern Interface
Windows 8.1 continues to support the Modern interface, first
introduced in Windows 8, with live tiles. These will not only
launch an application, but also have the ability to display live
information such as new e-mail messages, latest news. etc.

You can group tiles as you want, make them larger or
smaller and arrange them in groups such as Mail. Calendar,
Internet Explorer, Store, Maps. People. Photos. SkyDrive.
etc. Further along on the right you'll find tiles of the programs
you have installed. Tapping or left -clicking any of these tiles,
starts the appropriate App or program.
Windows 8.1 not only keeps its good looks, but I find it far
more stable on my laptop than its predecessor.

10
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Windows 8.1, just as its predecessor not only supports
multi -touch screens, but also handwriting and voice, but one
needs suitable hardware to use these.

Turning Off Your Computer
There are alternative methods of turning off your computer

apart from using the Settings charm, then selecting the
Power button.

The quickest method is to use the Start button when in
Desktop view. Either touch and hold or right -click to open the
Start menu as shown in Fig. 1.10 below.
Programs and Features

Mobility Centre
Power Options
Event Viewer
System

Device Manager

Network Connections
Disk Management

Computer Management
Command Prompt

Command Prompt (Admin)
Task Manager

Control Panel
File Explorer

Sign out
Sleep

Search

Hiberna- e

Run

Shut do.vn

Shut down or sign out

Restart

Desktop

Fig. 1.10 The DeskTop Start Menu.
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Next, select the Shut down or sign out Option to display
additional options to choose from.

An alternative way is to use the key combination /Pi
where /1/' is the Windows key on your keyboard. This jumps
to the Charms, Settings, and gets you to the Power button
immediately, as shown in Fig. 1.11. From there you can tap

or click the Power button and select the option you need.
More about this in the next chapter.

Settings

Control Panel

PC info

Help

140
WTH Home

24

Bnohtness

Notifications

Power

Keyboard

Change PC settings

Fig

12

1

11 Shortcut to Power Button

2

The Windows Environment
The Windows 8.1 Screens
When you first switch on your tablet or PC a screen similar to
that in Fig. 2.1 appears on your display known as the Lock
screen. Swiping upwards on the Lock screen or dragging the
mouse pointer upwards, displays a second screen in which
you enter your user details after which Windows opens with
the 'Modern' interface displaying the distinctive Apps in Tiled
view, shown for my laptop in Fig. 2.2 on the next page.

Fig 2.1 A Windows 8.1 Lock Screen.

Note: Most swipe movements of your finger on a
multi -touch screen correspond to dragging the mouse
pointer on a PC. Similarly, tapping on such
touch -screen devices corresponds to clicking the left

mouse button. Touch and hold corresponds to a
right -click of the mouse button. For more details,
please refer to Appendix A.

13
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Fig. 2.2 The Tiled Apps in Windows 8.1

The display shown in Fig. 2.2 is the tiled Start screen, with
tiles grouped into different sets - yours might look different.
Here on the first five columns are all the pre -installed Apps to

access Mail. Calendar. Internet Explorer, Store, Maps.
People, Travel, etc., while other columns display shortcuts to

other Apps and any programs you might have installed
yourself or were retained after upgrading. Tapping or
left -clicking any of these tiles, starts the App or program.

Tapping or clicking the Desktop tile shown at the bottom left corner of the Start screen in Fig. 2.2 above. opens the
Windows 8.1 Desktop shown in Fig. 2.3.

4

4.1P:11414

Fig. 2.3 The Windows 8.1 Desktop.
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2

To toggle between the Desktop or an App screen and the
Start screen, click the Start button at the bottom -left corner
of the Desktop screen pointed to in Fig. 2.3 on the previous
page and also shown in Fig. 2.4 below. Alternatively, press
the Windows ar key on the keyboard to do the same thing.

The Taskbar and Notification Area
Next to the Start button displayed when in Desktop view, is

the File Explorer and Internet Explorer buttons shown
separately in Fig. 2.4 below.
Fig 2.4 The File Explorer and
Internet Explorer Buttons

To the right of the Taskbar you'll find the Notification Area.
which includes a Digital clock as shown in Fig. 2.5 below.
1

Fig. 2.5 The Notification Area.

4,

P.;

44

21/10/2013

Tapping or clicking the Date/Time display area in Fig. 2.5
above, opens the screen shown in Fig. 2.6 below and
selecting the Change date and time settings link, displays a
tabbed dialogue box in which you can change the date and
time, time zone and add two additional clocks. This can be
very useful if you have friends living at different time zones
want to
waking them up!
and
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If, however, you tap or left -click the Date/Time area now,
then a similar screen to that in Fig. 2.7 will display.
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16:41:52

0241

Monday

Monday

0241
Tuesday

D4ybg14 Senrog Tone ends on 27 October 2013 at 02-02 The clock n set to go back 1 hour at that

tine.

Change date and bme setOngs-

Fig. 2.7 The Windows 8.1 Desktop.

With both versions of Windows (8 & 8.1), only programs that
you chose to pin to the Taskbar appear on it, as shown in
Fig. 2.8.
Fig. 2.8 Windows 8 Taskbar
Pinned Program Buttons.

In this case the Internet Explorer button in Fig. 2.8 appears
as if there are two more buttons hiding behind it. By placing a
finger or the mouse pointer on it, thumbnails are displayed
showing the opened Explorer tabs, displayed in Fig. 2.9.

ie4

av'*,

Fig. 2.9 Thumbnails Showing Open Internet Explorer Tabs.

This can also happen with other running items. As you can

see, there were three tabs open in Explorer and each is
shown as a thumbnail. Moving the mouse pointer over a
thumbnail temporarily displays that window full size on the
screen so you can see in more detail what it contains.
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At the same time, a Close [g button appears on the top -right

of the thumbnail you are pointing to. Tapping or clicking a
thumbnail will open the Explorer tab with that view active,
while using the Close Ig button will close that tab. Internet
Explorer behaves the same if opened from the Start screen.

Running Apps
Apps you have accessed during a session continue running
until you close them. To see which Apps are running, place
the mouse pointer at the top -left corner of the screen (either

in Desktop view or Tiled view) and slide

it

downwards,

keeping on the left edge of the screen while doing so. This,
depending on which Apps you are running, displays a screen
similar to that of Fig. 2.10.

Fig. 2.10 The Thumbnails of Runr.ing Apps.

So now you can access any of these running Apps by
tapping or clicking on its thumbnail. You can also force a
running App to close (stop running) by right -clicking on its
thumbnail and selecting Close
Close

from the displayed menu,
shown here in Fig. 2.11.

as

Replace Desktop

Insect left
Insect Right

Fig. 2.11 Closing an App Using a
Right -click Menu.
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Another method of closing a running App is by dragging the
open App from the very top of the screen towards the bottom
with either the mouse or your finger, as shown in Fig. 2.12
.

Fig. 2.12 Closing an App Using a Dragging Action.

Pinned programs on the Taskbar can be run by just tapping
or clicking on their button. To stop a running program, tap or
click the Close [0] button that appears on the top -right hand
side of its open window or on its thumbnail, if not opened on
the screen.
To pin a program on the Taskbar touch and hold or right click its tile on the Start screen and select the Pin to taskbar
from the displayed options at the bottom of the Start screen,
as shown here in Fig. 2.13.

Fig. 2.13 The Right -click Options of a Running Program.

Have a close look at the available options displayed above.
These differ when the selected tile is a programs or an App.

18

The Windows Environment

2

Status Buttons on the Notification Area
-

TO Ya 4)

On the Notification area, also called the
System Tray, on the right of the Taskbar
that includes the digital clock and date,

you'll find other icons showing the status of the Action
(Ethernet) or ME
Center GIL power AEI (for a laptop), network

(wireless), and the volume setting of your speakers 3. Other
application icons are hidden by default and their notifications
are suppressed.

When you point to an icon, an information bubble opens
showing the status for that setting as
WTH Home
shown here.

Internet acre.,

tapping

However,

Network icon

or

clicking

the

Networks

or Ma for instance,

;Itght mote

displays more detailed information about
whether you are connected and to which
network, as shown in Fig. 2.14.

Off

U

Try tapping or clicking the Volume
icon 3 to open the volume controls so
you can control the loudness of your PC
or laptop speakers.

Tapping or clicking the Action Center
icon

I

1/0 enash.

gives you a quick view of the

status of your PC (Fig. 2.15).
4, 14. t

Fig. 2.14 Available
Networks.

I et

1111,

If any problems are shown, you
can tap or click the Open Action
Center link to find out what they
are and hopefully how you can

=

solve them.

r

07:47

21,10/2013

Fig. 2.15 The Action Center.

By default. Windows places any
other

icons

in

a

'hidden' area, but you
can tap/click the Show hidden icons button iii
to temporarily display them again as shown here.

0W
.0

III a;

Ctalanstc

You can control which icons appear on your
System Tray by using the Customise lJnk.
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The Charms Bar
Charms provide a quick and easy access to a wide range of

options from either the Start screen or Desktop
screen. To access these, either point with the
mouse at the top -right corner of the screen or swipe
from the right edge of the screen towards the left to
reveal the Charms. As you move the mouse pointer
downwards towards the Charms, they display
within a dark bar as shown in Fig. 2.16.

The first of these is used to Search 'everywhere'
(Apps, settings, files on your computer or the Web).
The Share charm allows you to share content, while
the Start displays the Start screen and from there

toggles to the Desktop view. The Devices charm
displays such peripherals as a secondary screen,
while Settings allows you to change the settings
within Windows, as well as powering off (shutting

cc

down) your PC or device.
2.16 The Charms Bar.

Fig.

Shut Down Options
When you have finished for the day, it is important to save
your work and 'turn off' your PC or
tablet properly, both to protect your
Sleep
data and to save energy. With
Hibernate

A
BTliu03.n.

Windows 8.1 there are several
options for ending the session,

Shut down

available from the Power button of

Restart

the Settings charm as shown in
Fig. 2.16 or the Start button as

(I)
Notsfr-.tons

tower*

Keyboard

Fig. 2.17 Shut Down
Options.

in Chapter 1, page 6.
The available options are; Sleep.
Hibernate. Shut down or Restart.

discussed

You

can

computer

in

select

to

put

the

Sleep mode, Shut

Down it down completely or Restart it to clear the memory
settings and reset Windows.
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Creating Additional User Accounts
Windows allows a whole family to share a computer, with
each person having their own set-up. Each account tells
Windows what files and folders the holder can access, what
changes can be made to the computer and controls their
personal preferences. To add a new user, use the Search
facility from either the Start button (Chapter 1, page 6) or
from the Charms bar and search for users. The result is a
screen similar to that in Fig. 2.18.

Next, tap or click the option

Add, delete and manage

Search

other user accounts, shown
here in Fig. 2.18 as the first

Everywhere

option to display what
shown i i Fig. 2.19.
eAdd, delete and manage other
user accounts

*vs ,

Charge User Account Control
settings
icaSelect

.

who can use remote

desktop

is

As you can see there are
other
options
in
listed
Fig. 2.18 which can help you
change
User
Account

Settings.

Fig 2 18 Searching for Users.

Manage other accounts

4

Add an account

Set up an account to assigned access

Fig. 2.19 Managing Other Accounts.

But for the time being, tap or click the Add an account +
button in Fig. 2.19 to display the screen in Fig. 2.20 shown on
the next page.
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How will tnis person sign in?
What email address would this person We to use to sign in to Windows? (11 you know the email
address that they use to sign in to Microsoft services, enter it here.)

This person can sign in to easily get their online email photos. files. and settings (like browser
history and favourites) on all of their devices. They can manage their synced settings at any time.

Next

Cancel

Fig 22U The Add a User Screen

Now, supply the appropriate information - it is that simple!

Personalising Your PC
You

can

change

your

PC's

settings by tapping or clicking the

Settings option

in

the Charms

bar (see Fig. 2.16, page 20) in the

Start screen to display what is
shown in Fig. 2.21.
Tapping

or

Settings

clicking

Personakse
Tres

the

Personalise option, highlighted
here, displays a new screen which
you to personalise the
Start screen with different colours
and background scenes.

allows

Al

40
:6

(I)
Fig. 2.21 The Charms Settings
Screen via the Start Screen.
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Windows Themes
If you activate the Charms bar from the
Desktop and then select the Settings

Settings

option, what displays is shown in Fig. 2.22

(only the top half of the screen is shown
here) which is slightly different from that of
Fig. 2.21.
Personalisation

Now, selecting Personalisation from this
screen displays the Windows themes as
shown in Fig. 2.23 below. Plenty to explore
here! For example, you can change (please
refer to the bottom of the screen in Fig. 2.23)

the Desktop Background. Color. Sounds
and choose a Screen Saver. Windows
comes with three default Themes which

PC info

HgIC

Fig. 2.22 The
Charms Settings
Screen via the
Desktop.

include most of the above changes at once,
namely Windows (the best choice), Earth and Flowers. You
can also get additional themes online.
t

41 . Cane. Panel

C wend Darer non.

AA C seer. Panel *ems

.

Change tne vonral, .t

(tense stow ROM

Penonalnatron

1 sr, 'At rxt yoll Computer

Click . Owen os dong tt,e dersdoe background, cokne :comb and SC RIM WAY re axe

Change moose pongees

Id, thee...

See theme

Get mom Sterne, onkne

Werdems Dela* Thanes (3)

D.W.V

.I end Keegan:el
lase al Access Center

Desideg leekgreseed

"AO

C.c.s

Lands
Srmsdons Ore asal

Fig. 2.23 The Windows Themes Settings Screen.
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Selecting a Screen Saver
You can use the Screen Saver
Screen Saver

link

in

the

Personalization window (Fig. 2.23) to open the
screen shown in Fig. 2.24 below in which have
I

None

Photos

already chosen the
preference under Screen saver.

folder

as

my

Screen Sever

.0

Screen sac

v

Photos
Wad-

5

minutes

Prey's-.

Settings...

On resume, display log -on screen

Power management

Conserve energy or mayimise performance by adjusting display
brightness and other power settings.

,hglyr

er/1T,

OK

Cancel

Fig. 2.24 The Screen Saver Settings Screen.

You can change this selection by tapping or clicking the
down-arrow on the Screen saver box to reveal a drop -down
menu of the installed screen savers you can choose from, but
it depends on personal preferences.

In this window you can also change the time of inactivity
before the screen saver starts up. With some screen savers,
clicking the Settings button displays a box for you to control
their display settings. When you make all the changes you
want, tap or click the Preview button to see the effect of the
selected options in full screen. When you are happy, stop the
preview, then tap or click the Apply button followed by the
OK button.
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Changing PC Settings
Tapping or clicking the Change PC settings link appearing
at the bottom of the Settings screen (see Fig. 2.21, page 22),
displays in an Explorer window a screen similar to that in
Fig 2.25 below.
PC se.. ngs

O

PC settings
PC and dieIffl

Mame
SOO, ve

Serrn and VP,

%Mort
Tow and larquor

Fats An.
updipte um Fetavey

Fig. 2.25 The Windows 8.1 PC Settings Screen.

From here you can change the Lock screen (the first screen
you see when you start Windows) by tapping or clicking the
Lock screen (multicolour image above) to display

alternatives or you can browse though your pictures to
choose one of your own.

You can also change your Picture password, as well as
your Account picture. When you select this last option you
are given the opportunity to use the camera on your PC to
take your picture there and then!

Do try the various listed options under the PC Settings
before you leave this section - have a look and find out what
is on offer.
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Controlling Your System
The main way of controlling your PC or tablet, is through the

Control Panel which provides quick and easy ways to
change the hardware and software settings of your system.
You can access the Control Panel either through the Start
button menu (see Fig. 1.3, page 6) or the Desktop. Settings
option of the Charms bar ( see Fig. 2.16, page 20). Either
way opens the screen shown in Fig. 2.26 below.
t4

Cotro1Dan.

tal Control Da. Rem%

Adjust rxe computer s settings

Urge Kora

111 (32 bit)

yir Action Center

it- Administrative tools

-111; AutoPlay

it .ttocker Drive Encryption

,,Ici (plots, Management

IIM

Credential Manager
aDevice Manager

40 lase of Access Center
101 Flash Player (32 -bn)

Date and Time

44 Devices and Printers

a Family Sisley

1111

tInternet Options

war Keyboard

eslocatan Settings

JP, Mouse

Display

r, hit History

Ir Folder Options

4 Indexing Options

4 HomeGroup

Q Default Programs

Fonts

11111 Inlet(R) HO Graphic;

is Network and Sharing
Crnln

scia Notification Area limns

MI NVIDIA Control Parwil

/ Pen and Touch

10 p-0-4.,....

a Phone and Modem

ip Power Options

aPrograms and Features

Ili Resitek HO Audio Manager di Recovery
4., RernoteApp and Desktop

®

tlif Storage Spaces

40 Sync Center

'V

SO RK9
0 Speech Recognition
System

Ai Troubleshooting

lip Windows f eewall

Sound

gif Tablet PC Sentnos

1 Tasidsar and Nangabon

it User Accounts

IN Windows Defender

4 Windows Mobley Centre

Illp Windows Update

Work Fold.,

Fig. 2.26 The Windows Control Panel Screen.
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From here you can add new hardware, remove or change
programs, change the display type and its resolution, control
your computer's setup and security, and a lot more besides.
However daunting this may look, it is a very good idea to get
familiar with the Control Panel features. Once you know your
way around it, you can set up Windows just the way it suits
you. The actual options available in Control Panel depend
on your hardware and your version of Windows 8.1.

Changing the Windows Display
Windows requires the highest possible screen
resolution that your graphics card is capable of
delivering so that it can give you better text clarity, sharper
images, and fit more items on your screen. At lower
resolutions, less items fit on the screen, and images may
have jagged edges. For example, a display resolution of 1024
x 768 pixels (picture elements) is low, while 1600 x 900 pixels
or higher, is better.

Whether you can increase your screen resolution depends

on the size and capability of your monitor and the type of
video card installed in your PC. To find out if you can do this,
use the Display icon in the Control Panel (shown above), to
open the Display screen, then select the Adjust resolution
link, to open the screen below.
-

t

Cenbel Nam . YCwrvr P.. Item.

.

Dn.*

Screen

-

.

.

c

Change the appear awe of your d, play

Dan

6
0
%we ta

1 Mike( Waft,
iap0.111E

a

Uiek.a.

pm. Wadem

a

Mahe Ye awl gam tiara. al *maw

at. an..

Fig. 2.27 The Screen Resolution Box.
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Tapping or clicking the down arrow to
the right of the Resolution box, opens

1600. 900 Illetomnuenck.d)

a drop -down box similar to the one
shown in Fig. 2.28, with your monitor's
resolution settings and capabilities. It is
best to select the highest possible
resolution available.

1624. 7Y

From the display in Fig. 2.27, you

Low

can

Fig. 2.28 The Windows
Display Resolution.

also arrange to

Project to

a

second screen, if you have a larger
monitor connected to your system.

Controlling Devices and Printers
so,y Devices and Printers

When your computer was first set up, your

devices and printers should have been
If not, select the Devices and
Printers icon (shown above) from the Control Panel to open
installed automatically.

the screen shown in Fig. 2.29 below.
4-

T

Add a deuce

gra -a Control Panel hems

DeVIC CS and

Add a pr.nter

Devices ,1

STUDYPC

Printers (5)

imeraidi
"1/1311 40111
Fax

Mot rosoft dPS

HP5596F7 (HP

Document Writer

Photosrnart 6520

HP5596F7 HP
Photesmart 6520

HP Photosman
(4100 serves

serves)

6 (terns

Status 0 document(s) In queue
Status AxtPortran

Fig. 2.29 The Devices and Printers Screen.
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My Devices and Printers screen displays one device and
five printers, one of which is a Fax. In the case of the printers,
one is an air printer (the default), one for creating formatted
print (Microsoft XPS) documents and two more printers, one
of which is a network printer.
With Windows 8.1, most devices and printers are
automatically detected at installation time, or during the
boot -up process. So if you add a new printer or a new device,
like a camera, to your system it should be recognised. You
may be asked for the necessary driver files if they are not
already in the Windows directory, but these should come on
a CD, or can be found on the manufacturer's Web site.

Configuring Your Printer
To control your printer, double -tap or double-click its icon in

the Devices and Printers screen (Fig. 2.29), to open a
'Printer Control' window like that shown in Fig. 2.30 below.

:er

S

Mut 's Pnrobng

sap . len pauSt. cr can", ,cur print jobs

Fig 2 30 The Printer Control Window.

From here you can control what is waiting to be printed, set
preferences and customise your printer. Other device options
specific to the printer might also display. In your case these
will most certainly be different.
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A newly installed printer is automatically set as the default
printer, indicated by a green 9 tick against it in the Devices
and Printers screen. To change the default printer, double
tap or double-click the required printer.

Once you have installed and configured your printers, the

quickest way to print a simple document or file is to print
using Windows itself. Locate the file that you want to print in a

folder, maybe Documents, touch and hold or right -click it,
and select Print from the displayed menu. Windows will print
it using your default printer settings.

Managing Print Jobs
If you want to find out what is happening when you have sent
documents to your printer, double -tap or double-click the See

What's Printing option in the Printer Control window, or
double-tap/click the printer icon w. in the Notification Area
of the Taskbar, to open the Print Queue.
Printed

Document Yaw

Document Name

Status

Owner

Pages

S,e

Submitted

id Wad Pro - W.8.1explained_00...

Seed to pi..

Noel

44

at; KB

12 32 4!

2'-..

,:, 2013

1 do<umern(sl . queue

Fig 2.31 The Print Queue.

This displays detailed information about the work actually
being printed, or of print jobs that are waiting in the queue.
This includes the name of the document, its status and
'owner', when it was added to the print queue, the printing
progress and when printing was started.

You can control the printing operations from the Printer
and Document menu options of the Print Queue window.
Selecting Printer, Pause Printing will stop the operation until
you make the same selection again. The Cancel All

Documents option will remove all the print jobs from the
queue, but it sometimes takes a while. If an error occurs with
a print job, it will be necessary to use the Cancel All
Documents option, before you can print anything else.
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Working with Programs
Installing programs on your computer is
very easy with Windows 8.1. Just place
the CD or DVD that the software came on in the appropriate
ipst

drive and Windows will start the installation process
automatically. If you downloaded the program from the
Internet, it should run and install itself. Use the Programs

and Features icon on the Control Panel (shown above) or
the option on the Start button, to open the screen shown in
Fig. 2.32. Your contents will not be the same, obviously!
..

All Control P.nl Items

Control Panel Home
view rnstailed updates
Turn Windows features on or

Programs and Features

.

Uninstall or change a program
To unanstell program seSavt rt from the Irst end then chat Unmated, Change or
Repels.

of I

Organise v
Pubis/ter

Name

Adobe Resides XI mass

14

Adobe System Inceeporeted

- 4111030.1 Kindle

Amazon

ati AMC CatalyslIndall Min a:pc

Advanced Pviscto I:fences. Inc

o BBC .Player Desktop

Elntrsh Broadcastrng Corp

cleat I. Med.
ik de. f Photo

Acet Incorporated

',CO:retire* MedsaEsptesso 6.5

Cybertrni Corp

I

Otoptocra

eBay Worldwide
E TDWare PS% 2 - X64 114.8.00104XX

ExptessCK he

1,

Curreally installed programs Total sue

Arer incorporated
Dropbor. Inc
OEM

ELAN Mocroekvctromc Corp

D.Ireepet Ccepofahon

226 GB

66 programs .ndalled

Fig. 2.32 The Programs and Features screen of the Control Panel.

Uninstalling or Changing a Program
Uninstalling programs or changing an already installed one is
very easy with Windows. To do either, select the program you

want to work with. After selecting a program, three extra
options may appear after Organize: namely, Uninstall,
Change. and Repair. However, with some programs
Change and/or Repair are not available, while with others
Change is replaced by the Repair option only.
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Using the option to Uninstall a program, removes all trace of
it from your hard disc, although sometimes the folders are left
empty on your hard drive.

Note: Be careful with this application,
because selecting a program on the list
might remove it without further warning!

Running a Program as Administrator
If a program that you are trying to run gives you errors such
as Access Denied or No Permission, then running it as an
administrator can usually give the permission it needs to run
properly.

With Windows, an administrator is someone
allowed to make changes on a computer that will affect other
users. These include security settings, installing software and
hardware, and being able to access all files on the computer.

Somewhat confusingly even if your account is set up as an

Administrator you will still be prompted to give
'Administrator' rights at certain times. There is a 'Hidden
Administrator' account with full powers over your computer
and this is the one you sometimes have to access.

Note: You should only allow a program
that you trust to run as administrator as
once you have given full permission, it will
have complete access to your computer.

If you are doing this while logged in as a standard user
instead of an administrator, then you will need to provide the

administrator's password before the program will run as
administrator.
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The Help+Tips App
New to Windows 8.1 is the Help+Tips App, the tile

of which is shown here. Tapping or clicking this
App opens the screen in Fig. 2.33.

Fig. 2.33 The Help+Tips Screen.

There is a reasonable amount of information here and

spending sometime examining it might be very useful later.
Each tile,

when tapped or clicked, displays information

specific to either touch or mouse use.
From here, you can find out how to:

(a) Move around the Start screen and get more Apps
using the Store App.
(b) Get around by switching between running Apps.
(c) Search, share, choose devices for connecting your PC
to a TV or change the volume of your PC's speakers.

(d) Create a Microsoft account and store your files on
SkyDrive.

(e) Use the Settings charm to quickly change common
(f)

settings.
Find out what is new in Windows 8.1.
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For example, tapping or clicking the What's new option
opens the screen below.

® What's new

Salads INIndownedot lar more

O
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Fig. 2.34 The What's New in Windows 8.1 Screen.

You might have to open this option on your own screen to be
able to read the various topics in comfort, as it is impossible
to increase the letter size on this screen dump any further.

Perhaps the most powerful tool available in the Help+Tips
App, is the ability to search for information. Using this option
opens Internet Explorer and displays a lot more results. Try
it by, say, typing Close Apps in the Search box and tapping
or clicking the Search button. However, it pays to be brief
with your search criteria, otherwise you are presented with a
lot of irrelevant information!
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The File Explorer & SkyDrive
You use the File Explorer (shown on the left) to explore the
files on your PC, while you use the

SkyDrive (shown on the right) to
save your work on a drive in the

111
Cloud.

The File Explorer and its Libraries
In both Windows 8.1 and its predecessor every user starts

with their own Apps, programs and a set of data folders
called simply Documents. Pictures. Music and Videos
stored in Libraries. To see your Libraries, tap or click the
File Explorer button 01 on the Taskbar to open a window
similar to that in Fig. 3 1, when This PC is selected.
Compute
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Fig. 3.- A Set of Personal Libraries.
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Libraries, although not folders themselves, can point to
different folders on your hard disc, or on an external drive
attached to your computer. They let you quickly access files
from multiple folders without moving them from their original
location. For example, say you have video files on both your
hard disc and on an external drive, you can now access all of
your video files from the Videos library. How to do that will be
discussed shortly.
The left pane of the Libraries window, called the
Navigation pane, lists a tree -style view of your Libraries,
while the right pane lists the folders and files in the selected
location. Tapping or clicking a link in the Navigation pane

opens its contents in the right pane.

Folders are just containers in which you can store files or
other folders. Arranging files into logical groups in folders
makes it easier to locate and work with them. For example in
Fig. 3.2 below, folders are shown within Documents.
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Fig. 3.2 A Set of Folders in Documents Folder.

Double -tapping or double-clicking a folder (Books in this
case) opens it and displays its contents as shown in Fig. 3.3
on the next page.
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Fig. 3.3 The Contents of a Folder.

Files contain related information, such as a word -processed
letter, a digital photo, a spreadsheet, a video or a music track.

Parts of a File Explorer Window
In Fig. 3.4, a typical Windows 8.1 File Explorer window is
shown with its constituent parts labelled and later described.
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Fig. 3.4 Parts of a Windows 8 File Explorer.
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You may have noticed by now that the buttons on the
toolbars of the different File Explorer windows change to
reflect the type of work you can do in that type of window. For

example, tapping or clicking the Picture Tools label above
the Menu bar, displays a Ribbon with appropriate tools to
Edit or View pictures, as shown in Fig. 3.5. The Ribbon will
be discussed shortly.
Library Tools
Home

Rotate Rotate
lett
right

Share

Shde

View

Manage

Picture

cis

Manage

Set as

show background

Fig. 3.5 The Picture Tools Ribbon.

Once you open one Ribbon or used the Expand Ribbon
button (see Fig. 3.4 for its location), then tapping or clicking
each Menu bar option (apart from File), displays different but
appropriate ribbons allowing you to work with the selected
option. You can close the Ribbon by tapping or clicking the

Minimise Ribbon ^ button which replaces the Expand
Ribbon

button, once the ribbon has been expanded.

The typical File Explorer window is subdivided into
several areas which have the following functions:
Area

Function

Minimise button

Tapping or clicking the Minimise
button stores a window and its contents

111:2

as an icon on the Taskbar. Clicking on
such an icon will restore the window

Maximise button

Tapping

Gil

button fills the screen with the active
window.

or

clicking

When

that

the

Maximise

happens,

the

Maximise button changes to a Restore
Down button al which can be used to
restore the window to its former size.
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Close button

The extreme top right button that you

MEM

tap or click to close a window.
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Navigation buttons

3

The Go Back (left) button takes you
to the previous display, while the Go
Forward (right) button takes you to
the next display. The down-arrow gives access to Recent Locations.
Tapping or clicking this button takes
you one level up towards the
Desktop.

Address bar

MOS a

Shows the location of the current
folder. You can change locations
or switch to an Internet
Explorer window by typing a Web

here,

address.

Quick search box
Scotch [thrones P

The box in which you type your
search criteria. As you start typing,
the displayed files filter down to just
the matching terms, making it much
easier to find your files.

Menu bar

The bar allows you to choose from
several menu options. Tapping or
clicking on a menu item displays the
pull -down menu associated with it.

Toolbar

A bar of icons that you tap or click to

carry out some common actions
(see Fig. 3.5). The icons displayed
depend on the type of window.
Scroll bars/buttons

The bars/buttons at the extreme
right and bottom of each window (or
pane within a window) that contain a
scroll box/button. Tapping or clicking
on these, allows you to see parts of
a document that might not be visible
in that size window.

Mouse pointers

4

The arrow which appears when the
pointer is placed over menus, scroll
bars, buttons and lists or the hand
that displays when pointing to a link.
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The File Menu Bar Option
Tapping or clicking the File option on a window's menu bar,
displays a screen similar to the one shown in Fig. 3.6. In this
case the Help option was selected to show you where to find
it. Each listed option under File displays different options in
the Details pane.
Outlast Tools

A

Open mesa ennalov.

0

IIII Open command prompt

El Seteet

Stant none
0° invert sesemon

About Windows

EaOpen Windows PoseetShell

4(.

palate nanny
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Ares (C:)
Fij DVD RSV Orem ID

Network
26 earns

BardsAndWincless

(Whisk ganng

Chrysanthemum

Desert)

Al

I Item sekcted

Fig. 3.6 The File Menu Option.

Items on the sub -menu marked with an arrow to their right
open up additional options when selected.

Note: Having activated the File menu, you can
close

it

without taking any further action by

simply tapping or clicking outside its window, or

by pressing the Esc key on the keyboard. If
you select the Close option instead, you will
exit the File Explorer altogether.
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Manipulating Windows
To use any Windows program effectively, including the File
Explorer, you need to be able to move a window or re -size it
so that you can see all of it.

Changing the active window - If you have several windows
open on the screen, you can make one active by simply
tapping or clicking it or, if it is not visible, tap or click its icon
on the Taskbar. In the case of running Apps, point at the
top -left corner of the screen with the mouse and slide it
downwards while keeping on the left edge of the screen so
that the thumbnails of the Apps display (see Fig. 2.10, page
17), then tap or click on the one you wait.
Title bar
Moving a window - To move a window, point to
with either your finger or the mouse, and drag it until it is
where you want on the screen. You can only do this if the
window does not occupy the full screen and it has a
maximise button ICI visible.

windows - To minimise a
window into a Taskbar icon, tap or clicK the Minimise button
in the upper -right corner of the window. To maximise a

window so that it fills the entire screen, tap or click the
Maximise button la or double -tap or double-click in the
Title bar. Double-tapping/clicking again will restore it.

A window that has been minimised or maximised can be
returned to its original size and position on the screen by
either tapping or clicking on its Taskba' icon to expand it to a
window, or tapping or clicking on the Restore Down button
gal of a maximised window, to reduce t to its former size.

Re -sizing a window - To change the size of a
window either place your finger on a visible edge of
the window, or corner, and drag the edge or corner
to the required place. With the mouse, the pointer
first changes to a two -headed arrow when placed
at the edge or corner, as shown here, before you can drag.

Closing a window - To close a window and save screen
space and memory, tap or click the Close NM button.
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Additional Sizing Features
Windows 8.1 also includes some additional ways to
manipulate windows, whether those of a program or an App.
These are easier carried out using a mouse.

Maximising windows - To maximise the current program
window, you drag its Title bar up towards the top of the
screen. When the cursor touches the top of the screen, the
window will maximise.

Snapping program windows to the edge of the screen This allows the display of two windows side by side (each
taking half the width of your screen, as shown in Fig. 3.7.
PowerPoint

00* . 0
O 10,.

00. 00.4 000 0.1 .

Take a

tour

Fig. 3.7 Two Windows Displaying Side -by -side

To achieve this, drag one window to the left by its Title bar.
When the cursor hits the left side of the screen. the window
will snap to that edge and re -size to occupy the left half of the
screen. Next, drag a second window towards the right screen
edge to re -size it and snap it to the right half of the screen.

To snap a running App to a screen's edge, place the
mouse pointer at the top -left edge of the screen and slide it
downwards to reveal the running Apps, then right -click the

one you want and select Insert Left from the drop -down
menu (see Fig. 2.11 on page 17.

Restoring a maximised or snapped window - Drag the
window by its Title bar towards the centre of the screen.

42

The File Explorer & SkyDrive

3

The Ribbon
Traditional menus and toolbars in File Explorer have been
replaced by the Ribbon - a device that presents commands
organised into a set of tabs, as shown in Fig.3.8.
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Fig. 3.8 The Home Tab of the File Explorer Ribbon.

The tabs on the Ribbon display the commands that are most
relevant for each of the task areas in a Library activity (in this
case), as shown above for File Explorer.

Note the Minimise the Ribbon ^ button which you tap or
click to gain more space on your screen. It then changes to
button, which you tap or click to
the Expand the Ribbon
display the Ribbon again.

Also note that there are three basic components to the
Ribbon, as shown in Fig. 3.9 below.
Tabs
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Fig. 3.9 The Components of the Ribbon

The Ribbon Components are:

Tabs

There are several basic tabs across the
top, each representing an activity area.
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Groups

Each tab has several groups that show
related items together.

Commands A command can be a button or a box to
read or enter information.

For each activity the Home tab contains all the things you
use most often, such as creating a New folder, the Copy and
Delete commands, etc. Tapping or clicking a new tab opens
a new series of groups, each with its relevant command
buttons. This really works very well.

Contextual tabs also appear, as we have seen earlier,
when they are needed so that you can very easily find and
use the commands needed for the current operation.

Below the content of the other three Ribbon tabs
displayed.
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Hg. 3.10 The Share Tab of the File Explorer Ribbon.
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Fig. 3.12 The Manage Tab of the File Explorer Ribbon.
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Managing Library Locations
To add a new location to a library, so that the contents of that

location are available to the Libraries tap or click on the
required library entry, say the Pictures under Libraries, as
an example, to open the screen shown in Fig. 3.13 below,
with the Library Tools, Manage tab active.
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Fig 3.13 The Manage Tab of the File Explorer Ribbon.

As you can see from the above screen, the Pictures library
already points to a videos folder which allows it to display the

above screen. To add another location to the Pictures
library, such as a folder on another location on your hard disc
containing more
videos, tap or
Change how this library gathers its content
click the Manage
When you recede . fee*. rn . Moro, the Net

Inlets output Wuhan.

the I.Retelr het ...Ia.", IRK O..,

Lepory locettons

Defarolt sere locum

AdLb

library option on
the Ribbon (to

be found under
File in Fig. 3.13).

This opens the
screen
shown
here in Fig. 3.14.

earn more about Irbranes

OK

Cancel

Fig. 3.14 Adding a Pictures Library Location.
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Next, tap or click the Add button to open the display shown
in Fig. 3.15 below.
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Fig. 3.15 Including a Folder from an external Drive to the Library.

On this screen you can locate the folder you want to include
in your library, say a Picture folder either on another partition
of your hard disc or additional external hard disc. as shown
above, select it and tap or click on the Include folder button.
Do remember, however, that to access such added picture

to the Library, the external media (hard disc or USB stick)
must be connected to your computer.

You can apply this procedure to other Libraries, such as
Documents, Music or Videos. This is rather neat, I think!
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The SkyDrive
Microsoft's SkyDrive is one of the best Web storage services
available. You get 7 GB free Web space to store you photos
and documents so you can access them from wherever you
happen to be. You can also invite other users to access your
files for sharing or editing shared documents.

Note: SkyDrive should be treated as a means of
sharing and accessing files when away from your
computer, not as a secure place to store your only
copies of photos or other work!

SkyDrive is pre -installed on Windows 8.1 and has

its own tile on the Start menu, shown here.
Tapping or clicking this tile opens a screen for you
to sign in with your Microsoft account details, after
which a screen similar to that in Fig. 3.16 is displayed
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Fig. 3.16 The Initial SkyDrive Screen.

To view your SkyDrive, you are asked to go to PC settings
on the PC you are using and sign in using your Microsoft
account's details. This is necessary for security purposes.
Having done so, you can now view your folders and files on
SkyDrive.
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Since I wanted to start afresh,

deleted everything from my
SkyDrive which was transferred to it when I upgraded from
Windows 8. The only folder that cannot be deleted is the
Documents folder, as shown in Fig. 3.17 below.
I

00

SkyDrive
OcKurrynts

00

.80

CD

0

0®@0

Fig. 3.17 The Contents of my SkyDrive with Toolbar Active.

To display the toolbar at the bottom of the screen shown in
Fig. 3.17, with relevant tool buttons to the work being carried
out at the time, select the folder and either swipe upwards
from the bottom of the screen or click the right mouse button.

Creating a Folder on SkyDrive
You can create additional folders or
sub -folders by tapping or clicking the
New Folder ra button, which displays
the box shown in Fig. 3.18, where a
name can be typed for a new folder
(call it Pictures) and create it by
tapping/clicking the Create button.

Fig. 3.18 Creating a
New Folder

Once this is done, open the newly created folder, then use
the Add files :41, button to automatically open all the pictures
on your PC within its Pictures folder, as shown in Fig. 3.18.

Next, either tap/click to select only the files you want to
upload or tap/click Select all to select all of them. Finally,
tap/click the Copy to SkyDrive button to finish the job. The
result is shown in Fig. 3.19 on the next page.
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Fig 3.19 I he Opened Newly Created Folder on SkyDrive

is important to open the folder into which you want to
upload the files, otherwise they might be uploaded to a
different folder! The Copy to SkyDrive button only appears
It

on the toolbar after you start selecting files.

You should only save files in your SkyDrive, either as an
additional backup or because you might want to access them
when away from home.
Microsoft has integrated SkyDrive even more deeply into
Windows 8.1 and adds it to the File Explorer. The idea
behind this is that you use SkyDrive as the place in which to
hold your documents, photos, etc., and allow your PC, tablet

and phone running the Windows 8.1 Modern interface to
synchronise with SkyDrive.

What this means is that you can access your documents

no matter where you are, on any of your devices. Any
changes you make to a file on any of your devices is applied

to your SkyDrive file. However, to view and change your
SkyDrive files, you must be connected to the Internet,
because the App only provides a live view of the contents of
SkyDrive. If you are not connected to the Internet, you can
only see the small percentage of these files, called 'smart
files' which are held on your PC's drive. This allows you to
have more local storage on your PC.
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To make any folder or files accessible to you when off-line,
touch and hold or right -click
.
0
the folder or files in question
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Fig. 3.20 A SkyDrive Folder.

this as follows:

Start File Explorer and go to a place on your hard
disc were you can select a large file to upload, as
shown in the example in Fig. 3.21.
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Fig. 3.21 Selecting Large Files on your PC.

In the Share tab, activate the Zip option.

The selected file (which is more that 210 MB in size)
will be zipped in a folder using the same name.
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In Fig. 3.23, you can see a drag and drop operation using the

File Explorer. To be able to carry out this operation, you'll
need to open two File Explorer windows as discussed next.
First, start File Explorer and locate SkyDrive on your
Folder List, then open the Documents folder on your

SkyDrive. Next, size the Documents window to something
similar to that on the right of Fig. 3.23.
Now, touch and hold or right -click the

File Explorer icon on the Task bar
XC, Usonq the Wed 3

and select the File Explorer, pointed

to on the displayed menu in Fig.
3.22. This is the only way to open
two File Explorer windows on the

Foie Lykes..

1.
Unpsn Mn proorarn tom laskbar

Close wand°.

screen at the same time.

Fig. 3.22 The Right -click
File Explorer Menu.

Next,

size and move the newly

opened window next to the SkyDrive
Documents window and locate the file you want to upload on
your hard disc. In this case, the 100 MB original file is zipped
and compressed to just over 20 MB. Finally, drag the zipped

file from the left window and drop

it

in the Documents

window, as shown in Fig. 3.23 below.
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Fig. 3.23 Dragging and Dropping a Zipped File into the Documents Folder of
SkyDrive
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Finally, revert to the File Explorer to see the zipped file in
your SkyDrive. Tapping or clicking such a file opens it in

SkyDrive from where you can retrieve the original file
provided your PC has the program that created the original
file installed.

Uploading a PDF File
If you have a very large file and you want to be able to refer
to it on a mobile device, but you haven't got to edit it, then
perhaps the best solution is to convert the file to PDF format
and upload that version.
For example, part of a book with a total word processed file

size of 730 MB, can be reduced to just under 4 MB when
converted to PDF format. That size file can then be uploaded

using the drag and drop desktop method described on the
previous page. Taping or clicking such a file opens it for you
to examine on a mobile device.
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To start Internet Explorer from the Desktop, tap or click its
on the Taskbar, while to start it from the Windows
icon
Start screen, tap or click on its tile App (see Fig. 4.1).

Either of these two actions opens the screen shown in
Fig.

4.2,

which

displays

a

picture with bing (the Internet
Search Engine) ready for you to

enter your query in its search
box.
Fig. 4 1 The Windows Start Screen

Fig 4.2 The Opening Explorer Screen

This presumes that you haven't changed your preference of
is displayed in the Home page of the
Internet Options dialogue box - how to do this will be

which Web site

explained later on. If you have changed this, to see a bing
opening screen, type www.bing.com in the Address bar.
The picture you'll see might be different to the above, as it is
time -dependent.
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Points of Interest
At the bottom of the screen, which changes its image daily,
there is further information on the displayed picture, weather
forecast and what is popular now in the news, as shown in
Fig. 4.3.
of

lg 4 3 Further Points of Interest.

The first button (top -right on the above screen dump) can be
used to display the picture in 4.2 in full screen. However,
while in full screen you can not see the information at the
bottom of the screen as shown in Fig. 4.3 above.

The next two buttons can be used to go back to the
previous day's picture or forward to the next day's picture,
while the last button gives you information on the current
screen.

Note: There is a lot on this Explorer screen which you
should open on your own display as it is impossible to
enlarge it any further on the above screen dump.

The Bing Search Preferences
On the top -right of bing's Home screen (see Fig. 4.2) you'll
find the Preferences El button. Tapping or clicking, displays
an Internet Explorer screen similar to that in Fig. 4.4 on the
next page.

Note: What

is shown here is for the General
preferences for bing with other screens available for
Web, News and Worldwide. Do look at all of these
and make any changes you need to, before using the

NM button to make them permanent.
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Fig. 4.4 The General Preferences Screen.

Searching the Web
In Fig. 4.5 below, an enlarged bing search box is displayed.

Fig 4 5 The Bing Search Box.

Note that you can specify that the results of your search
should come Only from Unite Kingdom, if that is what you
wart. However, before you type your query, have a look at
the very top of the screen, shown enlarged in Fig. 4.6 below.
- ARCH HISIURY

Mnki

I)ILOOK COM

Fig. 4.6 The Top -left Bing Search Topics

As you can see above, you can direct your search to
specifics, such as the WEB (the default), IMAGES, VIDEOS,
NEWS, etc.
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To search for any type of images, first select IMAGES, then
in the screen of endless UK landscapes displayed in Internet

Explorer, type St. Ives in the Search box. The result is
shown in Fig. 4.7 below.
1)11 Wow Cam.

Ms

I.

01

.tir_r

31M11.

41.1.11

sir-c....ta

Tatra Mr.c.on.

Arinda

V..,

1111101

El
MIN

111111

Fig. 4.7 St. Ives in Pictures.

You can also search the VIDEOS option, where you'll find
some very interesting videos of St. Ives - you could almost
have your holiday here and now without the bother of travel!

If you exit Internet Explorer by starting another App,
because you wanted to. say, check your mail, then selecting
the Explorer tile again, will returned you to the exact screen
you were looking at before you left it. You will be forgiven if
you thought that there is no way out of this Web page!

To exit a Website, either type a new URL (Uniform
Resource Locator) of a Web page in the Address bar, then
depending whether you accessed Explorer from the Start
screen or the Desktop, grab the screen from the very top
(the open palm of the cursor closes up in a grabbing manner)
and drag it to the bottom of the screen or tap/click the Close
.2. button (top -right corner in Fig. 4.9 shown on the next
page). These last two moves also exit the Explorer
altogether. Next time you open Explorer, it will display the
current (that day's choice) bing Web picture.
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The Address Bar
There are many millions of Web pages b look at on the Web,
so where do you start? In Internet Explorer the Address bar

is where you type or paste, the address or URL of a Web
page you want to open.

For example, typing what is displayed in the Address bar
below, shown in Fig. 4.8, then tapping or clicking the Go
button -* will open the list of books page on my personal

Web site. Note that the Go button then changes to the
which reloads the Web page shown in the
Refresh button
Address bar when it is tapped or clicked.
L.:

X

1,1

S. 0

-0,

Fig 4.8 The Address Bar.

The Address bar is the main way of opening new Web
pages when you know their URLs. A drop -down menu of the
most recent locations you have entered, can be opened by

tapping or clicking the arrowhead, the Autocomplete

-

button, at the right of the address box when available.

Explorer Buttons
The Internet Explorer (when opened from the Desktop) is
fully equipped with toclbars, which have buttons you can tap
or click to quickly carry out a program function, as shown
below in Fig. 4.9.
Me IN *or

Tele

/
Home BuRon

Menu Bar
Address Bar

New Tab

Tools Button

f'ed s 8 History F

Fig. 4.9 The Internet Explorer Address Bar and Buttons.

It is possible to add several toolbars to the above display by
touching and holding or right -clicking on an empty part on the

top blue band of the above screen to display a drop -down
menu of Toolbar options (see Fig. 4.10 on the next page).

57

4

The Internet Explorer

Desktop Internet Explorer Toolbars
gie

7.

You

can
choose which
toolbars to display by tapping
or clicking the ones you want

Menu bar
Favorites bar

Command bar

tf

Status bar

O

Lock the toolbars

This places a tick
mark against the selected
toolbar. Tapping or clicking
again a selected toolbar,
deselects it.
to see.

Show tabs on a separate row

Move
Size

_

Minimize

o

Maumize

x

Fig. 4.11 shows what you'll
see if all the toolbars on the

Close

Alt. FA

list were to be selected.

Fig. 4.10 The Toolbars List.
-

Fig. 4.11 Displaying All the Toolbars.

Tapping or clicking the down -arrowhead at the
extreme right of the Status bar (at the bottom
of Fig. 4.11), opens a menu of Zoom options,
as shown here in Fig. 4.12.
Fig. 4.12 Zoom Options.
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Most of the buttons on the Address bar and other toolbars
are pretty self-explanatory. Those on the Address bar have
the following functions:

Button

Function

O Back

Displays the previous page viewed.
If there isn't one this is 'greyed out'.

O Forward

Displays

lir

the

next page on

the

History list.

Autocomplete Opens a drop -down menu of the
autocomplete address bar pages.

Compatibility

Improves the display of Web sites
designed for an older browser.

C

Refresh

Brings a fresh copy of the current
Web page to the viewer.

-x

Stop

Halts any on-line transfer of data.

p

Search

Searches for the text typed into the
Search box.

Compatibility Mode
You may find that Internet Explorer 11 does not render
some older Web pages correctly. One of my online banking
sites for example has some problems with pagination. To
resolve these types of problem, just tap or click the
button at the right end of the
Compatibility View
Address bar. This displays the Web site as it would be if
viewed in a previous version of Internet Explorer, and

usually corrects display
images, or text boxes.

problems

like

misaligned text,

This only affects the Web site that was active when you
select the Compatibility View button, other sites open at the
same time will still use normal Explorer functionality.

The Compatibility View A. button only seems to appear
on the Address bar when it may be needed, so as time goes
by and Web developers bring their sites up to 'scratch' you
probably won't see it very often!
59

4

The Internet Explorer

The Menu Bar
The Menu bar
Fig. 4.13).

It

is

located below the Address bar (see

displays sub -menus when one of its menu

options (File, Edit, View, Favourites. Tools or Help) is
selected. Fig. 4.13 shows the sub -menu of Help and what
displays if you select the About Internet Explorer option.

ZS Internet
Explorer 11

Fig. 4.13 The Internet Options Dialogue Box

Most of the Menu bar options are fairly self-explanatory, so I
leave you to investigate them by yourself. The only option
that merits deliberation in some detail is Favourites. to be
discussed shortly.

The Command Bar
The Command bar, below the Menu toolbar (see Fig. 4.13),
has the following default buttons:

Button

Function

r,1

Home

Displays your specified home page,
with a Microsoft page as the
default.

L

Feeds

View Feeds on the open Web site.
If a feed is not detected the colour
of the icon remains grey.

Read Mail

Opens your mail client so that you
can read your e-mail messages.
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Prints the open Web page, or
frame, using the current print
settings.

Opens a menu that allows you to
open a new window, save the
current page, send it or a link to

Page

by e-mail to a recipient,

send it

zoom the page, or change the text
size on it.
Safety

Displays a drop -down menu that
allows you to delete the browsing
History, browse in private, see the
privacy policy of Web pages, turn
on the SmartScreen Filter so that
unsafe Web sites can be reported,
and activate Windows Update.

Tools v

Displays a drop -down menu that
allows you to diagnose connection
problems, reopen the last browsing
session, manage pop -ups, specify
your Internet options, and generally
control how Explorer works.

Opens a drop -down menu giving

6-

quick access to Help topics.

The Favourites Bar
The Favourites bar has the following buttons:

Button

Favourites

Function
Opens the Favourites Center from
which

you

can

choose

the

Favourites. Feeds or History bars.

Add to

Adds

a

favourite

site

to

the

Favourites bar.
In addition, there are links to suggested Microsoft Web sites.
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Managing Favourites
Using Favourites (Bookmarks), is an easy way to save Web
page addresses for future use. It's much easier to select a
page from a sorted list, than to
L Add to fevourdes
manually type a URL address into
f summits I Fee&
Ham
the Address field. You don't have
to remember the address and are
Favouides Bat
Banks

less likely to make a typing error!

I. ROI,
t. bran for Unded Arngdom

With Internet Explorer your
Favourites are kept in the
Favourites Center, shown in

News

2 I & I Internet Ltd
2 Adobe Acrobat< oen
AD% nude

Fig. 4.14, opened by tapping or

ALCS Copynght f ees

Arniudsco.isk

clicking

of ATM los eta MsterCard

Center

ATM locator Ursa

the Open
button.

To keep the
Toni on Suggested Sites...

Fig. 4.14 Favourites Centre.

list

Favourites
open

in

a

separate pane. tap/click the Pin
the Favourites Center
button.
To unpin it, tap/click its Close RA
button.

Adding a Favourite - There are several ways to add

a

Favourite to your list:

One way is to tap or click the Add to Favourites 4` button to

add the address of the Web page you are viewing to a
Favourites bar which displays to the right of the Add to
Favourites
button. Another way is to touch and hold or
right -click the Web page you are viewing and select Add to
Favourites from the drop -down menu. This opens the Add a
Favourite dialogue box (Fig. 4.15) in which you can give the
new Favourite a name, and choose a folder to put it in. Then
just tap or click the Add button to finish.
Add F_
Am

NiniteleG

obrwria Ss iimiSprisectised. ser to

Norm

°mien

.4 rumen

u
Add

timidity
CONON

Fig. 4.15 The Add a Favourite Box.
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Browsing History
Internet Explorer stores details of all the Web pages and
files you view on your hard disc, and places temporary
pointers to them in a folder. To
,eeds

MW By Dee

return to these in the future, tap or

Num Week

click the View History tab

login.We (towline orno

in the

Favourites Centre, to open the
History list shown in Fig. 4.16.

skwinveInte (sloydroyekve.cons

a TM PC
Ilsdonday

In this list you can see what Web
sites you visited in the last 3 weeks.

a bang (sows.bong.sun)

a kenteois (wwo.kentansc or')

a TM PC

Tapping

a wondows.nturosoft Ossondowsnkgrog.

or clicking

a

listed

site

opens links to the individual Web

Issiu

pages you went to. Selecting any of
these will open the page again.

a blx (anew Istocco.uk)
a bong (wons.bonst pm)

kantant (wwwkantanscom)

2 TM PC

The length of time history items
are kept on your hard disc can be
set by using the Tools button and
selecting Internet Options to open
the tabbed dialogue box shown in

Turn on Suggested Soles

Fig. 4.16 Web Browsing
History.

Fig. 4.17.
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Tapping or clicking the
Settings button in the
history
Browsing
section, pointed to here,
an
additional
opens
dialogue box in which
the
can
select
you
number of days that
History files are kept

(between 0 and 999) in
History tab. To
the
delete all history items
click the Delete button in
Internet Options
the
box, which will release
the hard disc space used.

Fig. 4.17 General Internet Options.
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Using Web Feeds
Web feeds (feeds for short) are usually used for news and
blogs and contain frequently updated content published by a
Web site. You can use feeds if you want updates to a Web
site to be automatically downloaded to your PC.

When you visit a Web page that contains feeds, the grey
Feeds button 0 on the Internet Explorer toolbar changes to
orange L. To look at the feeds, click

the feed symbol 0. To get content

BBC News - UK

automatically downloaded to your
computer, you will need to subscribe
to the feed. This is very easy to do,
and

doesn't

cost

anything!

You are Wools, a toed that
contains frequently updated
content. When you substribe to a
teed d is added to the Common Feed
ot. Updated inlonnabon front the
feed ts autornabcally downloaded to
your computer and can be wowed in
Internet Explorer and other
programs
1,11 more about feeds

Just

tapping or clicking a Subscribe to
this feed link, like that shown in
Fig. 4.18, opens the Subscribe to

O

this Feed box shown in Fig. 4.19.
Subweese to ltee Feed
Wheel you lubacrixe to a feed. I is automatic" added
to the Forgoes Carts and kept up to date

SIM=

Novae

,

Clicking the Subscribe
button adds the feed to

Suteabe

'Common

Feed

New lotto

List' in the Favourites
Centre, and updated

Cand

information from the
feed
will
be
automatically
downloaded
to
your

I Add to Ftwoustes Bar

What Is 4 Feed-,

Ito

Fig. 4.18 Subscribing to
a Web Feed.

the

p Foods

Create r,

nt.

Fig. 4.19 Subscribe to this Feed Box.

computer for viewing in Internet Explorer.
All your subscribed feeds will be listed in the Feeds section
of the
Favourites Centre.

Selecting an item in the Feeds
list, shown in Fig. 4.20, will open
it in the main Explorer pane so
you can keep up to date.

Fig. 4.20 Feeds List
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Tabbed Browsing
With tabbed browsing you can open several Web sites in one
Explorer window each in its own tab, and switch between
them by clicking on their tab. To create a new tab, tap or click
pointed to in Fig 4.21, immediately to
the New Tab icon
the right of the existing tabs.
,

Fig. 4.21 Creating a New Tab.

Selecting the New tab icon, displays the address you chose
for your Home page (bing in this case) which you'll have to
replace with a new address.

Fig. 4.22 The New Bing Page Tab.

The entry in the Address bar is already select for you, so
simply type a new Web address or use the Favourites
button or select Favourites from the Menu bar and open one
of your Favourites.
Re
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Oesetr emeesang 'way
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Turn en Traleng Protects,
Act. en Fiennq
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the
11
retains
Explorer
InPrivate Browsing mode of its
predecessor which is opened by
selecting Tools in the Menu bar,
as shown in Fig. 4.23. This

opens

Add see to Apps

a

new

window

with

information about the InPrivate
mode and also informs you that
it has been turned on. You can

Woes doemloak
Pop up Orc,Iter
SeneetScreen fief

Atonare medikeno
Manor add ens

now

Campabbity Van sertmes

leaving any traces. Just closing
the

F12 Developer Tools

browse

without

InPrivate window returns

you to standard mode.

imams Updae
Performers. dashboard

safely

Cerl- ShIt U

Fig. 4.23 The Tools Menu Bar Options.
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Saving and Opening a Group of Tabs
To save a group of tabs so that you can open the pages
again, do the following: Open the Web sites you want to
save, maybe ones with a common theme. Tap or click the
Favourites
button to open the Favourites Center, then
click the down-arrow - button by the Add to Favourites
box, and select Add Current Tabs to Favourites from the
drop -down list.

In the displayed dialogue box give a name to the folder to

contain the selected Web sites -

I

called

it

Best Buys,

(Fig. 4.24) and click the Add button.

Add Tabs to Favotones
Type a folder name for the open tabs you want to add to your
favourites To access your favountes vest the Favourites
Centre

Folder Name
Create sn

Best Buys

Favourites
Add

Fig. 4.24 The Add Tabs to Favourites Box.

To open a group of tabs, click the Favourites

button,

select the group folder you want to open (see Fig. 4.25), and

either click the arrow to the right of the folder name -fr

to

open all the tabbed sites in the group, or tap/click the folder to
display all the Web sites in it and select one of them.
A. Best Buys

7 7dayshop.com - Online Store
13 Flight booking, hotels and car hire...
Auto Trader UK

r_, Nature's Best Supplements
UK Railways Route Maps & Tickets

Fig. 4.25 Opening a Group of Tabs.
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Changing Your Search Engine
You could change which Internet search engine you are
using, if you are not happy with bing. For example, to change
to Google, type www.google.co.uk in the Address bar (see
Fig. 4.26) and either press the Enter key on the keyboard or
tap/click the Go to 4 button to the right of the Address bar
to open Google's UK search page, as shown below.

I

M.P.
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--11.14.** P 6 Ol 4onpe
..e.«. Tool. I
Foy
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ft/A

11*, le.. O.
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110.1,
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Fig. 4.26 The Google Internet Browser.

make Google your
default search engine, click
To
Pnnt

the Tools p icon (pointed

File

to at the top -right corner in
Fig. 4.27), to open the

Zoom (100%)
Safety

Tools menu shown here.
Next.

Add site to Apps
View downloads

Chi.

tap

Internet

or

click

options

the
entry

Go to penned sites

in
to
pointed
Fig. 4.27), to open the
box
multi -tab
dialogue

Compatibility View settings

shown in Fig. 4.28 on the

Internet options

next page.

Manage add-ons
F12 Developer Tools

About Internet Explorer

(also

Fig. 4.27 The Tools Menu
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x
Security

General

Privacy

Content

Connecbons r Programs

Advanced

Home page

AITo aeate home page tabs, type each address on its own line.

Use current

Use default

Use new tab

Startup

0 Start with tabs from the last session

Start with home page
Tabs

Tabs

Change how webpages are displayed in tabs.
Browsing history

Delete temporary files, history, cooties, saved passwords, and web
farm informabon.

0 Delete browsrig history on exit

Appearance

Accesabity

Fonts

Colors

[Z0(

Cancel

Aptly

Fig. 4.28 The Internet Options Dialogue Box.

All you have to do now is replace the entry in the Home page

text box with www.google.co.uk/ and click the Use current
button, followed by the OK button. From now on, whenever
you tap or click on the Internet Explorer icon or tile, you will
be displaying the Google UK page.

Note: As this book is about Microsoft's Windows 8.1,
I'll continue with what is supplied with it. Therefore, in
what follows the bing search engine will be used.
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Internet Explorer Help
You can get help with Explorer by tapping or clicking the
button at the extreme right of the Toolbar and
Help
selecting the Internet Explorer Help entry from the
drop -down menu of options shown in Fig. 4.29.

IL,

Safety

Page

fools I ei
Fl

Internet Explorer Help
What's new in Internet Explorer 11

Online support
About Internet Explorer

Fig. 4.29 Getting Help with
Internet Explorer.

This displays the Internet Explorer Help screen shown in
Fig. 4.30 below.
d

Internet Explorer
Top Solutions

Get started with Internet Explorer

Troubleshoot
problems

Making Internet Explorer your default browser

Adding to. viewing and organising favourites

Make Internet
Explorer easier to use

Change your home page

Download and print

Delete :ookies

Securrly and privacy

Install lava in Internet Explorer
Navigate with tabs
Reopen or restore a browsing session

Fig. 4 30 The Internet Explorer Help Screen.

You can work your way through the items listed on the left of
the screen at your leisure. As you tap or click each such item,
it opens a screen of links appropriate to that option. What is
displayed first under Top Solutions is the Get Started link.
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Getting Help with Bing
You can get help with bing by activating the Help entry at the
bottom of a Bing screen, pointed to in Fig. 4.31 below.
Privacy and Cookies

I

Legal

I

Advertise

I

About our ads

I

Help, I

Feedback

Fig. 4.31 The Bing Help Link.

This opens the Bing Help screen shown in Fig. 4.32 below
which lists several help topics and also has the facility to
search for a particular topic.

BING HELP

Search Bing Help

BaN Help Horne

Print

Fora

Bookmark

Share

Feedback

Bing Help
Popular topics

Bing and Windows 8 1

See your ....rat history

..0111 alma, Italy

Block expece mobiles

',EEO nano( ANSWERS''
011 iiI11414rws

Sae al Help kopeck

1

Ask Ow Coonnkoky

Learn more ebout SeteSearch

Safety and privacy

Gel seardi euggesions
About Microsoft wrval v and SW only policy

Explore Me kworpses

Rams' a morn about a result

About Sikireih

Probe roma tam inalware

Marlaid mod
Ca IN Weil as as

Fig. 4.32 The Bing Help Screen.

Perhaps you could get back to this screen when you need
help with some topic.
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The E-mail App
Windows 8.1 ccmes with a revamped
Mail App, the tile which is to be found
at the top -left corner of the Start
screen. It is a similar program :o the
one in Windows Live Essentials. The
App is designed to work with Windows 8.1 and as long as you
are connected to the Internet and set up correctly, you can
communicate with others by e-mail wherever they are in the
world, all you need to know is their e-mail address. In this
chapter I look at Windows Mail, but you can also use a iother
program if you prefer.

Connecting to Your Server
If you already have a Live mail account, then tt'e Mail App
will detect it, if not, then when you start Mail for the first time,
you will be prompted to add one. You will need the
following information from the supplier of your e-mail

p

service:

Your e-mail address and password
The type of e-mail server to be used

The address of the incoming and outgoing
e-mail servers you should use.
If
connection process does not start
the
automatically, use the Settings charm, pointed to in
Fig. 5.1, to display the Settings screen, the top -half
of which is shown in Fig. 5.2 on the next page.

C

Fig. 5.1 The Settings Charm.
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Next,

select the Accounts option
pointed to in Fig. 5.2, to display Fig. 5.3.

Activating the Add an account option,
displays the screen shown in Fig. 5.4.
Accounts

,nts

Help

rd

About
Feedback

Fig. 5.3 Adding an
Account.

0 Add an account
Outlook com

Penrdpons

Outbok coo, Metrno.

-

Extiange

I...nye W 0.,e

Fig. 5.2 The Settings

365

G0031.

Menu.
yaw °Ow account

As you can see in Fig. 5.4, you have

a number of choices of Internet based accounts, but if you have an
Internet -based account that is not
listed or you need to add an account
based on a Website, then you can
choose the Other account option.

or

Yaisoo,

Fig. 5.4 The Add an
Account Options

You can add all your different e-mail accounts by following
the same procedure so you can view them all from the same
window. Once your connection is established, opening the
Inbox will display any messages waiting in your mailbox, as
shown in Fig. 5.5 on the next page with a displayed e-mail
already opened.
This shows the layout of the Windows Mail screen with the
e-mail I sent to myself on the third pane. The three panes are;
the Folder pane on the left, a Message List in the centre and
a Reading pane on the right.
To see all your mail folders, tap or click the Folder option in

the first pane. The displayed list contains folders, such as
Inbox, Drafts, Sent items, Outbox, etc. Tapping or clicking
one of these, displays its contents in the Message List.
Selecting a message in the list, opens it in the Reading pane.
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Fig 5 5 The Windows Mail Screen.

In the above screen, additional tools are displayed which can
be revealed by either swiping upwards from the bottom of the
screen or right -clicking with the mouse. Tapping or clicking

the More button displays a pop-up menu with Sync and
Print, options, as shown at the bottom -right corner of the
screen.

A Test E-mail Message
Before explaining in more detail other features of Windows
will step through the procedu -e of sending a very
Mail,
I

simple e-mail message. The best way to test out any
unfamiliar e-mail features is to send a test message to your
own e-mail address. This saves wasting somebody else's
time, and the message can be checked very quickly. In fact,
this is what was done above.

To start, touch or click the New + button at the top -right
corner of the screen shown in Fig. 5.5 to open the New
Message window, shown in Fig. 5.6 on the next page.

Type your own e-mail address in the To field, and a title for

the message in the Add a subject field which will form a
header for the message when it is received, so it helps to
show in a few words wnat the message is about.
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Inbox
redpients
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00
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Fig. 5.6 Sending a Test Message.

Next, type your own text in the Add a message field as
shown above. Note that to display the bar of tools at the
bottom of the screen which allow you to enhance your text,
change its colour, increase its font size and much more,
either swipe from the bottom of the screen upwards or click
the right mouse button. If you make mistakes and want to
delete the message. press the Delete C) button otherwise
press the Send
button (top right of screen).

By default, your message is placed in the Outbox folder
and sent immediately if you are on Broadband. When Mail
next checks for mail, it should find the message and
download it into your Inbox folder.

Note: A Bcc field and Priority (see next
page for explanation) only display when you

tap or click the More button which is to be
found just below the Cc field.

Cc in Fig. 5.6 stands for 'carbon copy'. Anyone listed in the
Cc field of a message receives a copy of that message when
you send it. All other recipients of that message can see that
the person you designated as a Cc recipient received a copy
of the message.
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Bcc stands for 'blind carbon copy'. Bcc recipients are
invisible to all the other recipients of the message (including
other Bcc recipients).
Tapping or clicking the down arrow
against Priority, displays the available
Fig. 5.7. You can
change the priority if you need to, but the

Hoch

options as shown in

default is normally good enough.

Low

Fig. 5.7 Priority
Options.

Replying to a Message
When you receive an e-mail message that you want to reply
to, Mail makes it very easy to do. The reply address and the
new message subject fields are both added automatically for
you. Also, by default, the original message is quoted in the
reply window for you to edit as required.

With the message you want to reply to still
open, tap or click the Respond e button to
display the available options, shown in Fig. 5.8. As

you can see, you can Reply only to the person
who sent you the message. or to all the people
who received the message. The Forward option

Repay

Reply all
F

Of ward

Fig. 5.8.

is used to forward the message to anotner person altogether,
in which case you'll have to supply their e-mail address.

Using E-mail Attachments
To add an attachment to an e-mail message, such as a photo

or work file, simply tap or click the Attach ® button to be
found at the top -right of the screen when you are composing
an e-mail. Doing so displays what is shown in Fig 5.9 on the
next page.

Mail assumes that you are about to attach a picture, so it
displays all the photos in your Pictures library. However, you
can tap or click the down -arrowhead against L braries, to
open a set of alternative options, such as SkyDrive, This PC,

Libraries, etc., including the Sound Recorder to record a
message. These are also shown open in Fig. 5.9.
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Libraries

Fig. 5.9 Selecting Items to Attach to a Message

Having selected, say some photos you want to attach, tap or
click the Attach button to complete the process. Your e-mail
should now look similar to the one shown in Fig. 5.10.
Gmail

(1
noel
4144

lerla

Co.)

-CO CD

all com

Noel Kantatos
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v.
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Add a subject

1Malowslaillo CPt

5/1.1.

I-

rim MwV MOM, OK

rossalmidnealemar.-1
SaleimovArolomm

Fig 5 10 An E-mail Message with Attached Photos.

All you have to do now is send the e-mail, perhaps to
yourself, so you can see and check the result.

Note: Below the Inbox list, there is a link that you can
use to see messages more that one month old. Try it!
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Receiving Attachments
Fig

5.11

below, shows the e-mail you'll receive with

its

attachments had you sent it to yourself.

e00
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welkengligned wen
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t wen trowns

noellweedspresed tom
140,111.110111.10

pa Iwo..
la VI.

NO. ram ale 11.

Cmiwasall

1111

Fig. 5.11 Received E-mail Message with Attached Photos.

The received message shows the (.jpg) pictures together with
their name (if already named) and size and you are invited to
Download them. Having done so, you can tap or click each
picture to open the Options menu as shown in Fig. 5.12.

e
noetkan@gmad corn

Lovely photos
Iles geladigel

Mon 4 No., 1412

Open ww
save all

Save

11611115e,
I thought you might like to we theses
Swg hom Windows PAW

Fig. 5.12 Options to Open or Save Received Photos

You can choose to Open with a particular program capable
of editing the picture or to Save it, in which case a screen
similar to that shown in Fig. 5.9 is displayed from where you
can choose to go to another place to save the attachment
other than your Pictures library by tapping or clicking the
down -arrowhead against Pictures library.

Obviously, trying to save a document rather than a picture,
Mail will attempt to save it to the Document library.
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Deleting Messages
Some e-mail messages you receive will be worth keeping. but
most will need deleting. From the Read Message window you
just tap or click the Delete ® button to do this. Whenever you
delete a message it is actually moved to the Deleted folder.

Sending an E-mail to the Drafts Folder
If you decide that your e-mail is not complete yet and further
changes are needed before sending it, use the Delete C)
button at the top right of the screen. This displays the screen
in Fig. 5.13 on top of your e-mail.
Do you want to delete this draft?
mil be permanently deieted

Fig. 5.13 Saving E-mail as Draft.

To complete the process, tap or click the No button which
saves your incomplete message to the Drafts folder, but also

remains in the lnbox marked as Draft. This allows you to
retrieve it later from either folder for further editing.

Summary of System Folders
The number and exact name of folders available in Mail
depend on which account you are using. To see these, tap or

click the Folders option on the Folders list. Most of these
have been discussed already, but here is a summary of their
function.

The Inbox holds all incoming messages. These can
be moved or copied into any other folder except the
Outbox folder.

The Outbox folder holds messages that have been
prepared but not yet transmitted. As soon as the
messages are sent they are automatically removed to
the Sent folder.
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The Sent folder holds messages that have been transmitted. You can then decide whether to 'file' copies of
these messages, or whether to delete them.
Messages in the Sent folder can be moved or copied
into any of the other folders except the Outbox folder.

The Deleted or Bin folder holds messages that have
been deleted and placed in there as a safety feature.
Messages in the Deleted or Bin folder can be moved

or copied into any of the other folders, except the
Outbox folder.

The Drafts folcer is used to hold a message you
started and tried to delete and selected the No option

from the displayed banner. Messages in the Drafts
folder cannot be moved or copied into any of the other
folders. Simply tap or click such a message to open it,
edit it, and then send it.

The Junk folder (also referred to as Spam by some
e-mail accounts) is designed to catch unsolicited
messages.

To Move an e-mail from one folder to another, tap or click the
it to select it. This displays the
appropriate button in a band at the bottom of the screen.

small square in front of

Printing Messages
Occasionally you might receive an important e-mail message
that you would like to print and file for safe keeping. This is
easy once you are shown how to do it.
First,

display the e-mail you want to print on your

computer's screen, then activate the Charms bar and tap or

click Devices (see Fig. 2.16, page 20), which opens its
window and displays tie printers available to you, as shown
in Fig. 5.14 on the next page. Your screen will most certainly
look different, but it is assumed here that the printer you want
to use is connected tc your computer and switched on. It is
also assumed that what you display on your screen is the

actual e-mail message, not a screen in Internet Explorer
associated with the e -nail.
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Fig 5.14 The Message and Devices Options.

All you have to do to print the e-mail message is to tap or click

the Print option and select your printer, to display a screen
similar to that in Fig. 5.15. Tapping or clicking on the Print
button starts the process.

0 HP Photosmart 6520 series
Copes

Onentatos
of AM

A4

Pint on one Ade

Auko select

Fig. 5.15 The Printer Options
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The People App
Windows Mail lets you create and
keep a list of People (also called
'contacts') to store details such as the
names, addresses, phone numbers
and e-mail addresses of all those you
communicate with most.

If you have upgraded to Windows 8.1, your 'contacts' would
have automatically been transferred across, but if you have
installed Windows 8.1 from Windows 7, then your People list
will contain only the contacts you have added or imported into
the program from mail accounts you add to Windows Mail. If

you add Live Mail or Gmail into Windows Mail, then the
'contacts' list associated
transported across.

with

these

services

will

be

If all is well, selecting the People App on the Start screen,
should change your screen to one similar to that in Fig. 5.16.
People

Me)
To see notifications add your
social networks and other
accounts

o

13

Fig. 5.16 The Windows People List.

In Fig. 5.16, a photo of you is expected, but in my case the
white horse is preferable! Note that now you can jump to the
beginning of each alphabetical section of your contacts' list,
without having to scroll from A all the way to Z.
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Note that in Fig. 5.16 shown on the previous page, you now

have the ability to add to Favourites the details of people
who matter to you by tapping or clicking
the

Favourites

button

shown

here

enlarged.

the
screen.

This opens your contacts list for you to
choose the people you want as your
Favourites. As each is selected, you can
add them to the list by tapping or clicking
button that becomes active at the bottom of the

People

'.1e

b sec notkahons. nod y,,,
socal networks and other
accounts.

r

Fig. 5.17 An Added Contact to the Favourite List.

As you add more contacts to the Favourite list, its panel
expands to accommodate them. To remove a contact from
the list, tap or click on its icon, then tap or click the Favourite
as shown in
Fig. 5.18, to deselect this
contact from the list.

button,
Phil

Fig. 5.18 Removing a Contact

From the Favourite List.
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You can add a new contact by first swiping upwards from the
bottom of the screen or right -clicking to reveal the Tools bar
at the bottom of the screen, then selecting the Add IN button
to display the screen shown in Fig. 5.19 below.

New contact
0

0

00Fig. 5.19 Adding a New Contact

You can now enter the name, phone, and e-mail details for
your new contact. Personal information can be entered now
or later by editing the contact's entry. Once all is done, tap or
click the Save

button.

To edit or delete a contact created within the People's App,

11111111M11111ME

tap it or click it to open it
in its own screen, then
swipe
right -click

or
upwards
to reveal the

Tools bar at the bottom of
the

screen

and

select

either the Edit 0 button
or the Delete MI button.
Fig. 5.20 Selecting a Mail
Recipient

Note: Contacts added from within the People's
App can be deleted. Imported contacts have to
be deleted from the program of their origin and
re -imported or simply ignored!
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To send a new message from your Contact's list, open their
entry in the People list, as shown in Fig. 5.20 on the previous

page, and tap or click the Send email n button to open a
pre -addressed New Message window in Mail.

One rather nice touch here is that, if you have already
entered an address for this person in their details, tapping or
clicking the Map address 35; button (hidder in Fig. 5.20),
displays a map showing the person's address, as shown
below.
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Fig 5.21 A Contact's Address on a Map

The screen above displays the University of Nottingham with
the Department where my contact works identified with the
blue circle. This map is shown in the Maps App, which will be

discussed in detail in the next Chapter. You can even get
directions to the address where your contact is to be found.
For reasons of security, I have removed the name and exact
address from the above screen.
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The Calendar App
The Windows 8.1 Start screen also provides you
with a Calendar tile which when you tap or click,
opens the screen shown in Fig. 5.22.

6

November 2013

Fig 5.22 The Opened Calendar.

Above, an entry was tapped or clicked to display the message

This is a recurring event and underneath Open one or
Open Series. As a recurring event, there is obvioLsly a series
of repeated events which you can choose to open so that you
can edit the entry, as shown in Fig. 5.23.
0 Noel's calendar
Whira

Lila's birthday

Add message

05 NbaNember 2013

Surt
0

Mo. Yang
AN clAy

St ten
wno

Fig. 5.23 Editing a
Calendar Entry.
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Similarly, you can make a new entry in your calendar, by
tapping or clicking on a given day to display the screen below.
Here, the Show more link in Fig. 5.23 has been activated, so
more information is displayed, as shown in Fig. 5.24
NocH,

Add a subject

When
11 NI 'Yen

s;1

,ef 1013

Add mummy

Start

v

4

v

How faro

'1

I how
I ocabon

Who

How often

(lwe
Renundet

Fig. 5.24
Entering a
New Calendar
Entry.

30 mmules
Stahel
roe

This provides you with all the scheduling tools you will ever
need. You can enter appointments, birthdays, or fix meetings
with other people and invite them to the meeting. It also
supports day, week and month views, as shown in Fig. 5.25.
o

Fig. 5.25 The Toolbar of the Main Calendar Screen.

These
can
be
activated by tapping

Show more commands flVeldnws loge

-

0,1.1

or clicking the Show
more
commands
button shown here enlarged (for its position, have a look at
the bottom right corner of Fig. 5.22).

It is worth spending sometime exploring this excellent facility.
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I

hope you love maps as much as

I

do.

because this chapter is dedicate to them. Bing
Maps help you to see a 2D view of the world in

Road view, Aerial view, Bird's eye view,
Maps

Streetside view and finally a 3D view. You can

use Bing Maps to plan your holiday, search
for locations and addresses, find local services, get driving or

walking directions, or just to enjoy looking at maps in their
various views.

Bing Maps are available all over the world and its satellite

imagery covers the entire planet. but at varying levels of
resolution. You can approach Bing Maps either from the
Desktop or by activating the Maps tile on the Start screen.
Bing Maps is an example of 'cloud computing' as you view
maps in a Web browser and everything is downloaded from
the Internet. The maps load quickly, especially if a reasonably
fast Broadband connection is available, otherwise a little
patience might be needed!

The Desktop Bing Maps Environment
Once your browser is open you can open Bing Maps in one

of two ways. You can type www.bing.com/maps into the
Address bar of your browser and press the Enter key, or you
can tap or click the Maps link in the Bing Navigation bar of
any Bing page, as shown in Fig. 6.1 below.

11=11E1=11111111
Fig. 6.1 The Bing Navigation Bar.
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With either of these methods the opening screen should look
like that in Fig. 6.2 below.
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Fig. 6.2 The Opening Screen for the UK Bing Maps.

You can now type in a location, such as bath, somerset, uk
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Fig. 6.3 A Search Screen for the UK Bing Maps Using a Location.

Tapping or clicking the Zoom link within the black oblong
above, allows you to zoom in or out to see more or less detail
of the area.
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Map Views
Depending on your location, there are different map views
available in Bing Maps. These are controlled by the links at
the top the map area, as shown in Fig. 6.2 on the previous

page. When the mouse pointer hovers over the down arrowheads of these two links, it displays other links, as
shown in Fig. 6.4.
Road

Bird

eve

Traffic

Road

tri,1 s eve

Hicis eye
aenal pnotoonpny

ak'II London Street Map
Delailml map, far Greater London

,

rkt
1*..4
01. iabeis

- Ordnance Survey Map
Maps for outdoor life

Automatic

460

,rtches to the best map style as You zoom

Fig. 6.4 The Road and Bird's Eye
Links in Bing Maps.

You tap or click these links to change between the available
views. In general, these links have the following effect:
Road - Displays a traditional style of map with a depiction
of roads, borders, rivers, parks and lakes, etc.

Bird's eye - Displays aerial imagery of the same area. To

show road and street names, select Labels on

its

drop -down options. The displayed images are not current
and their quality depends on the locality.

Traffic - Displays visual traffic data for motorways and
major trunk roads.

Ordnance Survey - This link on the drop -down Roads
options in Fig. 6.4, displays Ordnance Survey Maps of
the area. You'll need to zoom in or use a magnifying glass
to see details!

Perhaps it might be worthwhile spending some time here to
see the effect of all these links - far too many to give precise
description of their effect. Experimenting in this case is by far
the best way of finding out for yourself.
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Searching for a Location
If you want to find details of a particular location you just
search for it. This is a bing program after all! You can search
for an address, city, town, airport, county, country or
continent by typing details in the Search box and tapping or
clicking the Search button, as shown below.
st ives, cornwall

Fig. 6.5 Entering a Search Address

The result of this search is shown in Fig. 6.6 below. Bing
jumped to a map of the Cornish town, placed a 'marker' on it
and showed the search result in text in the left pane of the
display.
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Fig. 6.6 The Result of a Search for a Town in Ordnance Survey Map View.

For

specific addresses, entering

them

in

the

form

of

Address, town, post code usually gives the best results.
You can also search for geographic features such as parks,
mountains, lakes, etc.. in the same way.

In Fig. 6.6. the left pane displays a selection of Nearby
options based on the current map location. Tapping or
clicking the eat+drink link displays a whole list of such places
with their addresses and numerical markers showing their
location on the map, as shown in Fig. 6.7 on the next page.
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Note that the map below is displayed in Ordinance Survey
view.
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Fig. 6.7 The Result of a Search in Ordnance Survey View

To exit the eat+drink view, tap or click the x icon that
appears just outside the top left corner of the map. To look up
other 'nearby' options tap or click the Search X button again.

button in Fig. 6.7 above
Do not confuse the 'blue'
in Fig. 6.6. The former means nearby
with the 'orange'
the town you are looking at, while the latter means activities
within the town you are displaying. Rather unfortunate choice
of name for describing such different activities!

Searching for Services
No matter where you are in the country, you can use Bing
Maps to find the nearest business, educational or
amusement service. Ester the appropriate words, followed by

the words in or near, and the town, city or other location in

the Search box. For example, typing galleries in st ives
cornwall in the Search box and selecting Bird's eye view,
displays the screen in Fig. 6.8, shown on the next page,
when you tap or click the Search button.
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Bing shows the results of the search in the left panel and a
map of the area in the right panel, with markers linked to the
results, as shown in Fig. 6.8 below.
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Fig. 6.8 The Result of a Search for Galleries.

However, the Tate gallery in St. Ives is not amongst those
listed above - it only happens to
be the most famous one! Even
St Ives Tete. United
Kingdom
adding the word 'art' in front the
woclons
search criteria doesn't find the
,,
Tate, although it does find others.
To find it, you must almost ask for
Save

it by name, as shown in Fig. 6.9.

Zoom

Sr,

Fig 6 9 The Info Window

Navigating the Map Area
With Bing Maps you can change what shows in the map
viewing area in two dimensions. You can pan the map (move
it across the screen at the same scale), and you can zoom it
in (to see a smaller area in more detail) or out (to see a larger
area with less detail). You can navigate around a map using

either your finger, the mouse or the supplied Navigation
controls shown at the top -right corner in Fig. 6.8 above.

Using your finger, you can move around a map by simply
touching it and moving in the direction you want to go. To
zoom out you just place two fingers on the map and bring
them together in a pinch movement and to zoom in you
spread your fingers outwards (see Appendix A).
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the mouse can also execute all the necessary
operations easily and quickly. For example, to pan the map,
just hold the left mouse button down to change the mouse
pointer to a hand r2 which you use to drag the map around
the screen. To zoom in, just roll the mouse wheel away from
you, and towards you to zoom out. The zoom will centre on
the pointer location on the map.
Using

With these actions (fingers or mouse) you can almost
instantly zoom out to view the whole Earth, as shown in
Fig. 6.10 in 'Bird's eye view, then move the pointer to a new
location and zoom in again to the scale you need. You can
also centre and zoom in on a location, by double -tapping or
double-clicking it on the map.

Fig. 6.10 An Aerial View of the Whole Earth.

To pan the map, you use a finger or point with your mouse
and left -click, then drag the map to move it to the direction
you want to go.

You can use the two Navigation controls to zoom in ID on
the centre of the map, and El to zoom out.

If you prefer using tie keyboard, you can zoom in and out
with the + and - keys. You can pan left a, right -0, up 4, and
down b with the arrow keys. The choice is yours!
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Getting Directions
There are several ways in Bing Maps to get directions from
one location to another. You can type a from -to statement

into the search field, such as from st ives cornwall to
oxford, and tap or click the Search button; you can tap or
click the Directions link, enter a starting and ending location
and tap or click the Go button or get directions from an info
window (see Fig. 6.6, page 90).

The first method actually completes the operation as if you
had used the second method, as shown in Fig. 6.11 below.
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If you tap or click on a route section in the left panel, an
enlarged map opens, as shown in Fig. 6.13.
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Fig. 6.13 Street View Information for a Section.

The Bird's eye view of the above map is worth seeing, as
displayed below in Fig 6.14.

Fig. 6.14 Bird's Eye View for a Section of the Map.
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When you study the proposed route on the map you may find
you want to alter it. That's no problem with Bing Maps. You

can just drag a point on the blue directions line to any
location on the map. As an example, I decided to take the
scenic route to Oxford, as shown in Fig. 6.15, but doing so
has increased the journey time by 1 hour from the originally
suggested route, even though it is half a mile less!
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Fig. 6.15 The Scenic Route

Public Transport
Depending on where you are, the Public Transport feature
of Bing Maps may let you map your trip using train, bus and
coach transport. If transit information is available when you
search for directions between start and end locations in Bing
Maps, the Public Transport option Q will appear under the
Directions option, as shown in Fig. 6.16 on the next page.

The times of departure of the various methods of public
transport are given in the left panel. Again you'll have to scroll

down to see these. To plan your trip in the future, click the
down -arrowheads and select a new date and time.

This feature could be very useful, but until much better
coverage is available in the UK you would be best using it
with care.
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Printing Bing Maps
You can print both Road view maps and Bird's eye view
maps with their direction information in Bing Maps. With the
click the
map area you want to print on the sc-een,
icon at the tcp right of the map area to display an
Print
additional screen in which you can choose to print the Map
and text. Map only or Text only. With the first option, under
the main map you also get detailed maps of the start and end
destinations of your choice, as shown in Fig. 6.17 below.
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Fig. 6.17 Direction Maps of Start and End Destinations.
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Streetside View
If you tap or click the Streetside view

icon at the top

of the map area, the cursor changes to a blue 'Peg
Man' as shown here, with the map itself displaying blue
areas within which a Streetside view is available (Fig. 6.18).

Fig. 6.18 Available Streetside View Area Coverage.

The blue blotches on the above map of Europe, show the
available areas of Streetside views. The moment you move
the 'Peg Man' to anyone of these, the screen changes to that
of Fig. 6.19.
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Fig. 6.19 The Microsoft Silverlight Installation.

As you can see from the note at the top right of the screen,
you'll need to download Microsoft's Silverlight App, if you
don't have it already. Just follow the on -screen instructions.
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Tapping or clicking the Start the map app. the Silverlight
App is installed within half a minute and the screen changes
to one similar, but not necessarily the same as in Fig. 6.20.

Fig. 6.20 A Streetside View Display.

To use the Streetside view effectively, it is best to exit the
above view, then use bing to search for a known address.
Surprisingly, neither Oxford nor Cambridge are available in
this view, but Bristol is.

So, let us search for the Streetside view of 'Royal York
Crescent, Clifton, Bristol'. To achieve this, do the following:

Start Maps in Internet Explorer.
Type the search criteria given above in bing and tap
or click the search button.

When the road map of the area is displayed on your
screen, press the Search p button.

When bing finds the location, press the Streetside
View
icon to change the pointer to the blue 'Peg
Man'.

Placing this on the desired location displays the screen
shown in Fig. 6.21 on the next page.

6

Bing Maps

Fig. 6.21 A Streetside View of the Royal York Crescent in Clifton.

There are several things to remember when you display a
location in Streetside view. These are:

To move to a required position on
a

street, drag the street to the

focus in the small preview window
the top -right corner of the
display, not the other way round.
at

To change the viewing direction
use the curved arrows on
navigation control.

the

To zoom in or out, tap or click the C) or C) buttons.

As you move the mouse pointer within
Streetside view, you'll notice that the
'Peg Man' changes its stance: upright

111

when you are following a road or pointing right
or left. Tapping or clicking the latter, moves

what you see in the direction pointed by the
'Peg Man'.

Sometimes the pointer changes to a magnifying
glass with either a + or a - sign on it. Tapping or
clicking such a pointer zooms you in or out.
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Again, the only way of getting familiar with Streetside view is
by trying to use it and experimenting with the pointer.

Once you have found the area you want to explore with
Streetside view, tap or click the Enter full screen mode

button to view a larger Streetside view area. To return
Streetside view to its previous size, tap or click the Exit full
screen mode 13 button.

To exit Streetside view, tap of click the

button

which returns you to Road view.

Sharing Maps
If you tap or click the link pointed to in Fig. 6.22 at the top of
the bing Maps main window (you might have to increase the
width of the window to see it), you can e-mail the current map
or directions to a friend or colleague.
t
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Fig. 6.22 The Share Link.

This Share button when clicked displays the small window
shown in Fig. 6.23.

From here you can
either have a copy
of the URL inserted

Share this map
(MK Prose us
hop itingad IVOYLISOS

Copy

'

in
mall

II I acebook

'ennui

FIkIIF 11114 A Wi BOMA

<Mame al="map" goiq=no' wkihr-500 height-'400
Copy

Customise and peeve.",

B y copy, an co. au sums le Pa mos sir

Fig. 6.23 The Link Window.

the body of an
message

e-mail

when you click the
send button, or
copy and paste the
HTML

code

to

embed the current
map

into

a Web

page. You can then

either e-mail directly to a friend, or make the information
available in Facebook or Twitter.
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Traffic View
Bing Maps has an exciting feature, that provides traffic data
for the motorways and major A roads in England, Scotland,
and parts of Europe.
In Fig. 6.24 below, I show the Road map view of a specific
area, Clifton in Bristol, so that you can compare this map with
the Traffic version of the same area.

Whatever map view you are in, if you tap or click the
Traffic link, the parts of motorways and trunk roads that are
subject to traffic hold ups will be overlayed with colour, as
shown in Fig. 6.25, also shown below.
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If your route shows red, it's stop -and -go for you, while green
means it is probably clear, as shown here. This is a very

good feature when you are about to

Lz,,=1°w Fast

lxlated 14 44 53

start your journey, but not so good if you
are driving at the time, unless you have a tablet device with
you! The map was updated only 10 min ago from writing.

When you are finished, click the Traffic link again to
deselect it and turn off the feature.

The Maps App
If you tap or click the Maps App tile on the Windows 8.1 Start

screen, what displays first is a map of your locaton (if you
have given your permission to be located). Swiping upwards
from the bottom of the screen or right -clicking, displays the
bing Toolbar at the bottom of the screen as shown in
Fig. 6.26.
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Fig 6.26 The Bing Toolbar.

From here, you can Add a pin to the map, choose a Map

style, display My location, obtain Directions and Find
places or services.

If you tap or click on Map style, you'll see that the choice is

confined to either Road view. Aerial view or Show traffic.
while the Directions tool opens a
window on the top -right of the map
screen as shown here in Fig. 6.27.
Note that the program remembers the

destinations you used when using
bing from the Desktop. The only
difference is that the starting point of
your journey is assumed to be from
your current location, although you can
easily change this.

Fig. 6.27 The Directions
Window

103

B im

A similar window is displayed if you tap or click Find on the
toolbar, which also includes a list of suggested places taken
from previous use of bing. If you type, say King's College
Cambridge, you are told to refine your search. However, if
you first search for University Cambridge, then tap or click
the Find tool once more, but now type King's College, you
are taken to the correct place.

In Fig. 6.28, King's College is displayed on Aerial View,
but zoomed in so that its features are shown very clearly. Try
it for yourself.

Fig. 6.28 Aerial View of King's College Cambridge.

To change the view to Traffic, you must first zoom out before
the App can display what you want. You cannot print anything
from within this App, but you can go to the Desktop version
of bing's Map option and get to the same display as the
above before printing. Searching for King's College

Cambridge on bing's Desktop version, finds the location
instantly!

As usual, the only way to find out how this App works is to
try it. Have fun!
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Photos, Videos & Music
In Windows 8.1, just as in its predecessor, you can -1 se either
Explorer on the Desktop to navigate to the

the File

Libraries which point to the Pictures, Videos aid Music
folders or use the tiles p-ovided on the Start screen which are
used by mobile users (meaning mainly tablet users).

The Desktop Pictures Library
Window 8.1 in its Desktop mode provides a library for your
photos, called the Pictures library. It is the default location for
saving pictures and importing them from your digital camera.
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Fig. 7.1 Digital Photographs in the Pictures Folder

put most images like in this folder, but keep my personal
photos in sub -folders in another location on my hard drive.
I

I
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The Picture Tools
In Fig. 7.1. the Ribbon is minimised. Expanding the Ribbon

reveals tools that are mostly greyed out until a picture is
selected. When that is done. then you can Delete the
selected picture, Rename it. Move it, Copy it, etc.
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Fig. 7.2 Picture Tools.

it

background, or start a
Slide show.

and family, as was discussed earlier.

It

to

selected
with friends

might be worth

spending some time here, going through the various Toolbar
options, to discover for yourself what is available.

The Windows Photo Viewer
To see a larger view of a picture, touch and hold or right -click

it to open a contextual menu. then choose the Open with
option to display a further menu similar to that in Fig. 7.3.
oji

Paint

1;1

Photos

Windows Media Center

IQ Windows Photo Viewer
Choose default program...

Fig. 7.3 Program Options.

Selecting the Windows Photo
Viewer, displays the photo as
shown in Fig. 7.4 on the next
page. The Toolbar at the top
offers File options, Print, E-mail,
or Burn the selected photo to a

data disc or Open a photo for
viewing or possibly editing.
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Fig. 7.4 The Windows Photo Viewer

You can use the controls at the bottom of the Viewer to
navigate through the current folder, view the pictures in your
folder as a slide show, zoom in or out, rotate the image, and
delete it from your hard disc.

Printing Photos
Selecting a picture in the Viewer and clicking the Print option
in the Share tab, displays the window shown below.

Fig. 7.5 The Print Pictures Window.
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From here you can select the Printer to be used, Paper size,
Quality of print, Paper Type and a variety of layouts for your
pictures. All you have to do then is click the Print button.

The Photos App
Clicking the Photos tile on the

Start screen, displays the screen
shown in Fig. 7.6 below. Do note,
however, that the picture on the
Photos App tile shown to the left,
changes because the photos in the

Pictures library are shown as a live slide show, therefore
what is shown here is bound to be different for you.

Fig. 7.6 Location of Photos for the Mobile User

Tapping or clicking the down -arrowhead against Pictures
library, opens a menu of all possible locations for photos,
namely Pictures library and SkyDrive. Tapping or clicking
the button at the top right corner of the screen changes the
display from Details view (the current display) to
Thumbnails view.
Selecting a picture and swiping the screen upwards from
the bottom edge, reveals a set of tools, as shown enlarged in
Fig. 7.7 on the next page.
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Fig. 7 7 The Set of Picture Tools

You can use these tools to Delete. Copy, Cut, Rename or
Open with a selection of one or more pictures. YoL. can also
create a New folder to insert into it a selection of pictures,
Import picture from a camera or start a Slideshow.
Next, tapping or clicking the photo in the Pictures library.
displays a new enlarged screen, as shown in Fig. 7.8.

Fig. 7.8 The Enlarged Picture and its Toolbar.

To reveal the tool options shown at the bottom of the above
screen, either swipe upwards from the bottom of the screen
or right -click. The options here are specific to the displayed
picture and mainly allow you to Delete, Rotate, Crop or Edit
it. There are, of course, additional tools for opening the
picture with a particular program, start a Slideshow, etc.
To exit from the Photos App, drag the opened picture from
the very top of the screen towards the bottom with your finger

or use the mouse by placing its pointer at the tap of the
screen, then clicking the left mouse button to change the
pointer from an open hand to a closed one and dragging the
picture all the way to the bottom edge of The screen.'
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Getting Photos from a Device
Windows 8.1 makes the process of importing pictures from
your digital camera or phone to your computer extremely
simple.

Once you have taken some photos. connect the camera or

phone to your computer with the appropriate USB cable.
switch the device on and tap or click the Portable Device
option on the displayed Choose a device to import from
sub -screen that pops up. Next, tap or click the Import button

on the toolbar at the bottom of the Pictures library screen
pointed to in Fig. 7.9 to start the import process, shown in
Fig. 7.10 below.
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Fig. 7.9 The Process of Importing Pictures from a Portable Device.
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Fig. 7.10 The Creation of a Special Folder to Import Pictures.
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By default, a new folder appears in the Pictures library and

given a name made up from the date the pictures were
imported, like 2013-11-10 in this case, as displayed in
Fig. 7.10.

You can also see this by using the File Explorer on the
Desktop to look at the content of the Pictures library, as
shown in Fig. 7.11.
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Fig. 7.11 A Collage of Imported Pictures

When the process of importing your photos has
finished a display for your device appears on the
screen, as shown here in Fig. 7.12 for my phone,
so that you can disconnect it from the computer.
Fig. 7.12.

Each photo in the folder is given a number

which depends on your device. If you are happy
with this, fine. If not you can spend a while renaming the
folder and each picture.

If you are like me and you don't import your photos into
your computer often enough, then this is the time to use the
desktop File Explorer to create new folders with appropriate
names and sort your photos now rather than later, as it is very
easy to forget where each photo was taken! Do as say, not
I

as I do!
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Scanning Photos
To import the images from paper photographs or slides into
your computer you have to use a scanner. These are fairly
cheap these days, in fact many printers include the ability to
scan as well. To handle slides effectively though you need a
special slide and negative scanner, but be warned these are
not cheap!

Using the Windows Scan Facility
There are many ways to control a scanner using third party
software but Windows 8.1 comes with its own program called
Windows Scan, but you can only access it from the Control
Panel.

With your scanner properly installed and turned on,
you can open this program by tapping or clicking the
Desktop tile on the Start screen, then opening the
Charms bar shown in Fig. 7.13 and tapping or clicking
the

Settings charm. This opens the screen

0

in

Fig. 7.14 from which you can open

the Control Panel shown in Fig.
7.15. In the Control Panel, tap or
click the Devices and Printers
entry pointed to in Fig. 7.15 below,

0

to open a screen similar to that
shown in Fig. 7.16 on the next page.
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Fig. 7.15 The Control Panel Items.
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Fig. 7.14 The
Settings Screen.
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Fig 7.16 The Devices and Printers Screen.

Printing preferences

Printer properties

From this menu of options you can

set the Scan Profiles and Scan
Properties and finally use the Start
scan option to open the screen
shown in Fig. 7.18.
It

is

assumed that you have

placed your photo on the scanner
before using the Preview option so
that you can limit the actual scan to

the correct size by dragging the
handles of the cropping tool.
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Fig. 7.17 The Right -click
Menu.

Having done
you can use
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the
actual scan,
after
which
the
screen shown in
Fig. 7.19 on the
next
page
is
displayed.
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Fig. 7.18 The Preview of the Scanned Photo.
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On this screen you
can
choose
to

1 new photo of video was found

h....

Review or Import

a.us,

the scanned photo
before
pressing
the Next button.
Accepting
the
default setting and

nnport oi nom tons now

tamailAni

pressing the Next
Fig. 7.19 The Import Pictures and Videos Screen

button,

displays

the screen shown
in Fig. 7.20 where you can enter a name, add a tag, etc.,
before finally importing it into its own folder available to the
Pictures library.
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Fig. 7.20 The Import Pictures and Videos Screen.

The Windows Scan facility is not particularly intuitive, but it is
easy enough to work with once you find out how to do it. The
folder created and available to the Pictures library is similar
to that created when you import pictures from a camera.
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The Desktop Videos Library
In its Desktop mode. Windows 8.1 provides a library for your
videos, called the Videos library. It is the default Iccation for
saving videos you might have received as attachments to
e-mail messages, or imported from your video recorder.
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The Video Tools
Home

flute

IliCopy
Ili"

C spy

New

More

tenons

1.1

Cr .
Downloads
Recant place,

a SkyDen

Wilke Tails

Wow*

Ray

path

to

.( ca.,

Mowry Timis

.

Copy

ihdeas

to-

X

Delete Rename

In Fig. 7.21 above, the
Ribbon tools are mostly
greyed out until a video
is selected as shown in
Fig. 7.22. When that is
done,

then

you

can

the
selected
Delete
video. Rename it, Move
it, Copy it, etc.. while
other Ribbon options
allow you *.o Share
selected videos.

o. PK-tote,
Iltekos

Fig. 7.22 Video Tools
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The Windows Video App
To start a video playing, double -tap or double-click it to open
it in the Windows Video App, as shown in Fig. 7.23 below.

Fig. 7.23 The Windows Video App

If

you now revert

to the

Start screen of

Windows 8.1, you'll see that the Video tile
displays the name of the last video you played.
In your case this is bound to be different. If you
now tap or click the Video tile, a screen similar
to the one in Fig. 7.24 is displayed.

Fig. 7.24 Part of the Contents of the Vidt:u
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On the left of the screen in Fig. 7.24 shown on the previous
page, all

the videos available to you- Videos library are

displayed (not shown in the screen dump on Fig. 7.24), while

to the right of the screen thumbnails of videos, films or TV
shows are displayed. When you tap or click one of these, a
small window opens g ving details of each item and giving
you the opportunity to either purchase or rent a DVD or watch
a trailer.

The Desktop Music Library
In its Desktop mode, Windows 8.1 provides a library for your
music, called the Music library. It is the default location for
saving music you might have downloaded, or imported from a
CD.
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Fig. 7.25 The Music Folder.

The Music Tools
In Fig. 7.25 above, the Ribbon tools are mostly greyed out,

just as they are for the other Library folders until a music
folder or track is selected. When that is done, then you can
Delete the selected music folder or track, Rename it, Move it,
Copy it, etc., while other Ribbon options allow you to Share
selected music with your HomeGroup.
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The Windows Music App
To start a music track playing, double -tap or double-click it to
open it in the Windows Music App, as shown in Fig. 7.26.
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Fig 7.26 The Windows Music App.

This is the identical screen you'll get if you

revert to the Start screen of Windows 8.1 and
tap or click the Music tile shown here. On the
left of the screen there are several options.
Selecting Radio opens the screen below.

(11

Radio
and we will pick similar music tot you.

E*

Fig. 7.27 The Radio Option of Xbox

The xbox music player
yourself.
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Media Player & Media Center
Both Media Player and Media Center have been designed
to handle all your digital media content, such as digital music,
videos, photos, recorded TV shows and streamed Internet
media.

Media files, as expected, are saved by default to the Music

and Video libraries automatically by the media programs
described here. The Media Player is available to both
Windows 8.1 and Windows 8.1 Pro, but not to Windows RT.

However, Microsoft has decided to remove DVD playback
from both Windows 8 and 8.1, as the Operating System was
primarily designed for ,JItrabooks, tablets and hybrid PCs that
lack optical drives. So now Windows Media Player can only
play your music and your videos and display your pictures.
Note: If you want to play DVDs on your computer's
optical drive, you must download and insta I Media

Center which is only available to you if you upgrade
from Windows 8.1 to Windows 8.1 Pro Pack, then
apply to Microsoft for a product 'key' to allow you to
download and install Media Center.

The Desktop Windows Media Player
The Desktop Windows Media Player is the main
Omedia 'workhorse' in Windows 8.1. It has been
II

around for a few years now. It provides a
good-looking, intuitive and easy -to -use desktop

interface for you to play the digital media files stored on your
computer, or on CDs, or other external storage devices.
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You can organise your digital media collection, rip music from

your CDs to the computer and burn CDs of your favourite
music, so you can play them on your home system or in your
car.

It also lets you sync (synchronise) digital media files to a
large range of portable media devices (but not Apple iPods
and iPads unfortunately), and encourages you to shop for
digital media content online. In other words, with Media
Player you can play your audio and video material, view it,
organise it, or sync it, but not your DVDs.

Searching for the Media Player
By default, the Windows Media Player is not pinned on the
Taskbar, where it would be convenient to have it. So, the first
thing to do is find it using the Search charm, as shown in the
composite screen dump in Fig. 8.1 below.
First, swipe from the right edge of the screen towards the
left or place the mouse pointer at the
top -right

reveal the Charms bar, then tap or
click the Search charm. This opens
a separate screen, shown at the top
of Fig. 8.1, where you can type your
search criteria.

Pin to Start

As you type, a number of Apps
appear on the screen which reduce
in number as you continue typing.
Eventually the App you are looking
for is displayed on the screen.

To pin this App on the Taskbar,
touch and hold or right -click it to
display the options, as shown here,
and tap or click the Pin to Taskbar
option to complete the operation.
Fig. 8.1 Searching for Media Player.
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Starting Media Player
By default, tapping or clicking the Windows Media Player

button on the Taskbar will open the program, unless you
already have installed Media Center in which case the latter
displays.

Media Player displays many views of your media, but if
you have a CD in your optical drive it might, when started,
look something similar to that in Fig. 8.2 Delow.
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Fig. 8.2 A Player View of a Music CD.

If the Media Player does not recognise the CD automatically
it will show as an Unknown album, as in the above case.
It is usually easy to correct this by touching and holding or
right -clicking the default album artwork graphic shown here

and selecting the Find album info option. In this case the
artist's name and the album title are known and are
automatically inserted ii the Search box (you might have to
type this information, if it isn't picked up automatically), then
tap or click the Search Dutton and hopefully select the correct
album from the list offered as shown in Fig. 8.3 on the next
page.

121

8

Media Player & Media Center

011iarkwantraewinierwaltraw.
Found 500* Album(L) containing 'Mad About the Boy (IT Series' Dinah Washington"
Iwoung wder.nwer

OW/ 10 *es] Ow.A Araow,m,

Mod ,I0sta Woe Bey DI Wm)

Anw,iS00.

Dow. *Wry..

Allweve 1503.9

la lrackla)
Ida
II,

Ow Noy KT *1Wh
alamilm

badge

ley

Ott. IMO*"
Mad Alma Oa Soy
COM SIwOwad

ID UMW
Wee

Ban

41.41Masol Ow Sof
Vanows brola

Treats,

Ma.

.

Su,

Fig 8.3 Finding Album Information for a CD.

Finally, after you have made the correct selection, tap or
click the Next button. check that the track information is
correct and select Finish to accept the displayed information,
as shown in Fig. 8.4 below.
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Fig. 8.4 Displaying Album Information for a CD

This might not be your type of music, but it was specially
chosen to illustrates the point. However, this should be done
after ripping the tracks to your library (see next section) so
the information can be retained, as it cannot be copied to the
CD!
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Ripping from Audio CDs
The tracks and songs on an inserted CD will not show in your

Library unless you 'rip' them from the CD. This is not as
destructive as it sounds. It simply means copying tracks from
the CD to the library on your computer's hard disc, so that
you can listen to them whenever you want to.
By default, Windows Media Player rips to .wma format
with CD quality encoding. This is good enough for me, but if
you want to change these settings click Rip settings on the
Button bar and choose More options.
The tracks ready to be ripped from the inserted audio CD

(see Fig. 8.2, page 121) display in the Details pane (in
conjunction with the album art and all the album tracks
named in Fig. 8.4 on the previous page), ready to be copied
to your library.

If there are any tracks that you don't want to rip, clear the
check box next to them (Fig. 8.2). When you are
j Rip CD
ready, click the Rip CD button on the Button bar,
shown here, to start the process. You will be
warned about licence requirements, etc., after which ripping
begins.

By default the selected tracks are copied to the Music
library on your PC with folders added and labelled with the
name of the artist or group.

While the ripping operation is in progress you can see
exactly what is going on by looking at the Rip
mime
status column. You can listen to the CD while
you are ripping it, so you needn't get too bored.
By the time you listen to one track, the whole process would
have completed.

To cancel ripping at any time, just tap or click the Stop rip
button. Once you have ripped one CD you will find it
very easy to rip your whole collection.
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Player View Modes
Media Player lets you toggle between two main view modes.
The Player Library shown in Fig. 8.5 below, which gives you
control of all the Player's features, and a Now Playing mode,

shown in Fig. 8.6, which gives a simplified view ideal for
playback.
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When yoL. tap or click an item, such as Music,
in the Navigation pane it lists your media
content in the Details pane. Tapping or clicking
0 Album,
on Artist will list your music files by artist and
X...) Genre
double -tapping or double-clicking on a CD icon,
lists the tracks on that CD. Double-tapp ng or double-clicking
on a track name will start it playing in the Media Player.
Music

la

I<g mist

There are three different viewing options
in the Details pane, chosen from a drop down menu by tapping or clicking the arrow

Eepanded

Detail

next to the View options button, shown
here in Fig. 8.7,

or by just tapping or

Fig. 8.7 The View
Options.

clicking the button itself repeatedly until you
get the view you want.

Searching a Library
When you want to find a specific artist, album title or song
name, you can simply type a search string in the Search box
as shown in Fig. 8.8. For example, typing help immediately
presents results of the search (top -half of Fig. 8.8) and
tapping or clicking on it, displays another screen with the
actual details (bottom -half of Fig. 8.8) naming the Beatles
album and the track number in this example.
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Fig. 8.8 Searching for Specific Music.
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Double -tapping or double-clicking on the track number plays
the song. It is that simple!

The Playback Controls are always visible at the bottom of
the Player Library and their functions are similar to a normal
CD player.

Burning CDs
With Media Player you can burn, or create, CD -R and
CD-RW type CDs, as long as you have a suitable recorder on

your PC. To begin, insert a blank CD into your disc drive. If
the AutoPlay window pops up, choose Burn an audio CD
using Windows Media Player. If not simply open Windows
Media Player as usual.
nE

You burn a CD in the Burn List
pane shown in Fig. 8.9. This
should appear automatically, but

it doesn't just tap or click the

CD ()me (D1

if

Audio CD

Burn tab.

79:57 free of 80 mins

If there are items in the list,
click Clear list to remove them.

Bum

To name the new disc tap or click

the Burn list item pointed to in
Drag items here
to create a bum hot

Fig. 8.9, and type a name for it.
This will show up on CD players
that support CD text.

Fig. 8.9 The Burn List Pane.

As with a Playlist, to add
songs to the Burn list, find them
in your Player Library and drag
and drop them into the new list.

If necessary you next choose the Disc Type you want to
burn. There are three different types of discs you can burn:

Audio CD - These hold about 80 minutes of music, are
readable by computers and are playable in any CD player.
This type was automatically selected in the example above.
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Data CD - These hold about 700 MB of data, are readable
by computers and CD players that support playback of digital
audio files. They are no: playable on standard CD players.

Data DVD - These hold about 4 GB of data and are
readable by DVD players that support playback of digital
audio files. They are primarily intended to be readable by
computers. In Windows 8 & 8.1 you need to install Media
Center.

To choose the type of disc to burn, click the Burn options
button in the top right corner and choose from the
drop -down menu. You can also adjust other options by
clicking More burn options which opens the Media Player

Options box shown below.
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Fig. 8.10 Windows Media Player Options Box

When you are happy with your settings, tap or click Apply
and OK. followed by the Start burn f. button.
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When the burn begins, the status is shown in a green bar at
the top of the Burn List. Tapping or clicking the blue text link
below it lets you see the status
Cancel burn
Clear hd
of each individual track.
CD Drive (D,)

Audio CD
% completed
Bum status
Burn hot

Quite
a
straightforward
operation which you can use to
create audio CDs to use in your
car

on
those
journeys abroad!

long

boring

Fig. 8.11 Burn Status

Windows Media Center
illUp to now, most people avoided using Windows
Media Center, particularly since Windows Media
Player used to serve their needs with playing films
on DVDs. Not anymore!

With Windows 8.1 & 8, your DVD playback requires the use
of Media Center, which you have to download and install on
your computer as mentioned at the beginning of this chapter.

Windows Media Center is designed to serve as a home entertainment hub for the living -room TV and was first
included in various versions of pre -Windows 8, but with
Windows 8 Pro and now Windows 8.1 Pro this is available as
an add-on.

If you have a TV tuner for your computer, using Windows
Media Center allows you to watch, pause, and record live
TV, if not, there is still Internet TV which offers online shows
and movies. But you can also use Media Center to play your

videos and music and display your pictures from your
computer's local hard drives, optical drives and from
networks. It can then sort them by name, date, tags and other
file attributes.
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Adding and Installing Media Center
To download and add Windows Media Center Pack to
Windows 8.1 Pro, swipe inwards from the right edge of the
screen or point to the top -right corner of the screen with your
mouse, then tap or click on the Search charm pointed to in
the composite in Fig. 8.12, then:

Enter add media center to
windows 8.1 Pro in the text
box

and

tap

or

click

Search

the

Search button.

-e-111310511111111

Follow the information on the

screen on how to download
install Media Center.
Essentially you will need to:
and

Purchase a product key
on line.
Download
Center.

the

Media

Accept the license terms,
before installation begins.

Fig. 8.12 Adding Fea-ures

If you are running Windows 8.1 Pro, your computer will
restart and Windows Media Center will be on it.

Note: If you are only running Windows 8.1
you will need to upgrade to Windows 8.1 Pro
before you can install Media Center.

Starting Media Center
After installing Windows Media Center, you will

Windows Media
Center

find an additional tile on the Start screen,
shown here. Tapping or clicking on this tile,
starts Windows Media Center, as shown in
Fig. 8.13 on the next page.
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Fig. 8.13 A Media Center Screen

Now, you might be forgiven if you don't know what to do next,

but don't worry because you will soon come to grips with
Windows Media Center. Normally the first screen you'll see
is

that of Extras shown at the very top of the screen in

Fig. 8.13 above.

To move from one topic to another, either:

Swipe upwards and when the required topic is under
the focus (a kind of magnifying glass), swipe to the left
to bring the options within this topic to the focus.

Use the keyboard arrow keys; the down-arrow key
moves

the

screen

to

the

next topic,

while

the

right -arrow key moves the screen to the next option
within the selected topic.
The available topics are:

Extras
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with options to

extras library and
explore
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Pictures + Videos

with options to

8

picture Ii3rary,
play

favourites,
radio anc
search
with options to

Music

music library.
play favourites.
radio ano
Search

Movies

with options to

movie library and
play dvd

TV

with options to

recorded tv and
live tv setup

Tasks

with options to

sync.
add extender and
media only.

All you need to do here is try and see what is offered and
soon you will realise what additions to your system are
needed to get the most out of Media Center.

DVD Playback
The most important function for me is that of being able to
play a DVD on my laptop. Just insert the DVD into the disc
drive and Media Center starts playing almost straight away.

Fig. 8 14 Playing a DVD in Media Center.
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Help and Support
is left up to you to explore Media Center's other features
listed on the previous page. At any time you can press the Fl
function key to get detailed Help and Support from Microsoft
on topics such as how to connect your PC to your TV, how to
connect your PC to a standard external monitor, keyboard
It

and mouse, and how to stream your media over a home
network to a Media Center extender.

Depending on your choice, you can watch and record live
TV, create slide shows of your photos, listen to songs in your
music library, and play CDs and DVDs. You could not ask for
more. Have fun!
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Some Useful Apps
There are several Apps which are new to Windows 8.1, such

as Health & Fitness, Food & Drink, Reading List. Alarms
and Calculator. Some of the new and some of the old Apps
are covered in this chapter.

Health & Fitness
New to Windows 8.1 is the Food &
Drink App. Its opening screen is similar
to that in Fig. 9.1.
*WM &

BING HEALTH & FITNESS

4,
0

2000
2000

)0.... ioch

J;)

40!

J

Fig. 9.1 The Health & Fitness Opening Screen.

As you can see, there is a lot of information to look at here.
You could start by looking at the Diet Tracker, then Nutrition
and Calories, before looking at the Exercise Tracker.
I

already feel very fit!

133

9

Some Useful Apps

Food & Drink
Another new App is that of Food &
Drink. After all that diet and exercise,
you will be forgiven if you partake of
something with more calories than you
need! The opening screen of Food &
Drink is similar to that in Fig. 9.2, similar because it very
Food & Durk

much depends on the season.

Cdlecoons

+ Add a Recipe

Shoppaq 1 of
Todays Neal Pion

Fig. 9.2 The Food & Drink Opening Screen.

There goes all the effort of being healthy by watching your
calorie intake and doing all the suggested exercises!

Having said that, do look at the options on tie right panel
which amongst other things, allows you to save a collection of

recipes, create shopping lists or create a meal planner for
individual days, as shown in Fig. 9.3.
(;)

mam.ruileset
S411111kW

WHO"

Fig. 9.3 The Meal Planner Opening Screen.
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The News App
These days every newspaper and other
news source has a Web site showing a
continuously updated online version of
its news and story contents. We all like
to know what is happering and where.
Windows 8.1 shows live content of news continLously as it
happens as shown in Fig. 9.4 below.

mobb,

nrotester,

China to ease one-ch Id policy

Fig. 9.4 The Top Story in Today's News.

By the time you are reading this, the news would have
changed, so a different picture will be displayed. Although it is
possible to use bing to search for news, it is not as satisfying
visually as using the News App, so it is not worth spending
time on it.

News Layout
You can swipe to the left or use the right cursor key on the
keyboard to see more sections under headings like Top
Sci/Tech,
World,
Sources,
News
Our
Stories,

Entertainment, Editor's Picks, Sport and Business.

In

other words, everything to keep you occupied for quite a long
time!
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Each section has several topics within it, as shown in Fig. 9.5.
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Fig. 9.5 Topics within a Section of Today's News.

Look on your screen to see when the last update was made

which shows that you do get up-to-date news. When the
mouse pointer passes over a topic, it highlights it indicating
that if you tap or click, the full story of that topic will display.
Once a topic is selected, swiping upwards from the bottom
of the screen or right -clicking, displays the options in Fig. 9.6.

Fig. 9.6 Options within Today's News.

The tools at the bottom of the screen, allow you to change
the Text style and size or go to the Previous or Next article.
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The Finance App
you have a financial or business
in:erest in company stocks and shares,
mutual funds and international currency
If

it

rates, then the Finance App will

Finance

be

useful to you. If not, you can probably skip the rest of this
section. Windows 8.1's bing Finance offers an easy way to
search for share prices, mutual fund details and financial
information on publicly fisted companies.

To access the bing Finance page, simply tap or click the
Finance tile on the Start screen to open the first screen with
the most recent news on finance, as shown in Fig. 9.7.
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Fig. 9.7 Today's Bing Opening Finance Page.

The opening page should look similar to the one above, but

obviously with different content. To the right of the page
current topics under titles such as Market. Watchlist. News
and 'Currencies' Across the Market.
If you have obtained any quotes, these will be listed under
Watchlist. Fig. 9.8 on the next page, displays what appears if
you have not added to the list yet. You can add to or remove
from the suggested list.
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To search for prices of

BING FINANCE

mutual funds or stock

INATCHLIST

Wel

NM.

Ism WOO (M...110.

.410.60

93.21

Next, use either their
names or their ticker

.17.08

MINN

ea

MI Ca

£129.79

SS=
OMB

£135.09

companies,

or click the

Add C) button to open
the screen in Fig. 9.9.

P.M Wow Co

38 02

market
first tap

symbols and
start
typing. Bing is very
clever here with its

Autosuggest feature.

,91'

Fig. 9.8 Items on Watchlist.
Add to Watchlist

Fig. 9.9 Adding to the Watchlist.

As you type in the first part of a name a list instantly appears
with suggestions on what you might be looking for, as shown
in Fig. 9.10 below. You just tap or click the option you want in
the list, the ticker symbol is automatically placed in the
Watchlist, and the home page changes to a detailed page of
data on the Company you searched for, as shown in Fig. 9.11
on the next page.
Add to Watchlist
X

sal

SAI

Sunshine Agri -Tech, Inc.

Stock

SBRY

Sainsbury ()) PLC

Stock

London

ONWY

Saipem

Stock

London

ONWZ

Samem

Stock

London

Add

Cancel 1

TSX Ve.

Fig. 9.10 Autosuggestion.

The contents of the above screen tend to be time -dependant,
so you might see a different list for the same search criteria.
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Company Summary
This gives an overview of the current UK financial situation of
the selected company, with access to the main news story on
the company displayed on the right of the screen of Fig. 9.11.
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Fig. 9.11 SBRY Day Performance Chart.

Swiping to the left reveals screens which include summaries

on Key Statistics and Fund Ownership Trends as shown
in Fig. 9.12 below.
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Fig. 9.12 Performance of Related Companies.

There is a lot more to this App, but I leave it to you to explore.
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The Weather App
These days the weather is an integral
part of news and finance. It certainly has

,,,

7

7.

a profound effect on both of these, so I
decided to include it in this chapter.

Tapping or clicking the Weather App displays the following
screen.
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Fig. 9.13 The Weather at your Locality.

The Weather App allows you to customise it and include
other localities, but to begin with it senses where you are, so
what is displayed when you first start it is related to your area.

As you can see from the opening screen, there are
additional screens which can be displayed by either swiping
to the left or using the slider with the mouse. The slider only
displays when your mouse pointer is placed near the bottom
of the screen.

Additional tools can be displayed on the screen by swiping
from the bottom edge of the screen upwards or right -clicking
with the mouse. The usual tools appear at the bottom of the
screen on the Toolbar, while at the top of the screen various

options are displayed, as shown in Fig. 9.14 on the next
page.
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Fig. 9.14 The Weather Toolbar and Options.

On the top of the screen in Fig. 9.14, you can use the Places
F31 button to open your Favourites. As you can see, have
already added an extra place by using the CO button shown in
Fig. 9.15. In fact, the
0 PUKES
I

FVC0.1011

IOW

buttons at the left of
the Toolbar at the
bottom of the screen
only change to what
appears in Fig. 9.14

Fig. 9.15 Items on Watchlist.

after
you
created
an
location.

have
extra

Other
Toolbar
buttons can be used on selected sites to Remove them from
Favourites. Pin to Start screen and even change displayed
temperatures from Celsius to Fahrenheit.

A rather useful page in the Weather App gives you
Historical information on monthly temperatures, rainfall and
snow days, well worth examining these. Finally, if you are
interested in World Weather, you can look at it from the
comfort of your home by simply tapping or clicking the In
button!
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The Calculator App
of

types

two

are

There

calculators, one for use with the

Desktop view and another for
the Start view. To find these,
use the Search charm and type
calculator in the Search box, as
shown in Fig. 9.16,
returns two possibilities.

which

The first Calculator is for use
with the Desktop. Selecting it,
displays the screen in Fig. 9.17
with the View menu
option selected so that you can

below

see at a
available.

glance

Standard

Alt

Scientific

Alt.. 2

Programmer

Alte3

Stars:tics
Heston"

what

Fig. 9.16 Searching for an
App.

is

The second Calculator
listed in Fig. 9.16 above
is for use with the tiled
Start screen. Selecting
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Fig. 9.17 The Desktop App.

in

should be of interest as it
can convert various
Imperial units to
metric units. This
should help with
old recipes.

0
4
1

142

full

Apart from the usual
Standard and Scientific
modes. there is also a
Conversion mode which

1

0

0

the

Fig. 9.18.

Ctrl. F4

Unit conversoon

displays

screen shown here
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2

3
.

Fig. 9.18 The Start
Screen App.
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Many homes and small offices these days have more than
one PC and connecting to a network is a priority so that you
can access the Internet from them all, share documents,
pictures or music, and print to a single printer. Windows 8.1
makes this process very much easier than with pre -Windows
7 versions of the Operating System (OS), especially if all the
computers are running under the same OS.

Joining a Network
Although there are many types of networks, such
as
Wireless,
Ethernet.
HomePNA
and
Powerline, these days practically everybody uses
Wireless (WiFi), so only this. type of connection is
covered here.
To set up a wireless network each computer to he included

needs a Wireless Network Adaptor, which is built in these
days in all laptops. You will also need a Wireless Router to
allow access to the Internet and to 'connect' your networked
computers.

Your Internet Service Provider (ISP) will often offer an
ADSL or combination modem/wireless router as part of your
Broadband package and some might even come and install it
for you. Others might send you the necessary equipment and
a CD to make the installation easier for you.
Once you have obtained and installed all this hardware you

could, if you so wish, run the Set up a new network wizard
from the main PC that is attached to the router.
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To start the process of networking, use the Search charm

and type network in the Search box, as shown in the
composite screen dump
in Fig. 10.1.

Search

On the left half of the
screen you can see a list

of options for Network
and
connections
settings. As an example,

network

1111

tap or click the Connect

Sat up a conniclion or network

to a network option to
display a screen similar

St11119{

to that in Fig. 10.2.

O
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Fig. 10.2 The Connections
Screen.

Fig. 10.1 Searching for Network
Information

The Connections screen that
opens (Fig. 10.2) displays all the
available WiFi networks near you.
One of these is your own, if
already

configured

and

might

already be connected, while the
others belong to neighbours and
normally require a key to join

them. To open this screen in the
future, tap or click on the Network icon on the right side of
the Taskbar, ill or dill.

I suggest you have a look at the other Network settings in
Fig. 10.1, before you try to set up a new connection.
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To set up a new connection you tap or click the Set up a
connection or network which displays Fig. 10.3.

Set Up a Connection or Network

Choose a connection option

Vi Set up a new network

Manually connect to a wireless network
Connect to a hidden network or create a new wireiess, prof

Connect to a workplace
*4 connection to vOur workplace

Next

Cancel

Fig. 10.3 The Network and Sharing Center.

To continue, tap or click the Set up a new network - Set up

a new router or access point option. You will be stepped
through the process of adding other computers and devices
to the network.

Network Connection
16/11/2013

With Windows 8.1 if a computer
has a working network adaptor,

the Network icon appears in the Not fication area at the
right end of the Taskbar. This icon indicates whether your
network adaptor is an Ethernet ill adaptor or a wireless ccccO
adaptor with bars indicating the signal strength, 5 being the
strongest. When the computer is not connected to a network,
an x shows on the connection gi icon, whereas while it is
connecting it shows as
When a wireless connection is not
available, the icon has a di starburst.
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When you physically connect your computer to a network
with an Ethernet cable, Windows 8.1 automatically creates
the network connection, but to connect to a wireless network

for the first time, you might need select your Broadband
connection and make the
.4

WTH Home

connection
tapping or

yourself by
clicking the

Connect automatically
box to select it, followed

Conned automatically

Connect

by

the Connect button

that displays, as shown in
Fig. 10.4 Connecting to a Network.

Fig. 10.4.

If a WEP key or WPA password is required, you will be
prompted to enter it, and then Windows will connect to the
selected network.

Wireless Network Security
For very obvious reasons, when you set up a wireless
network you should set it up so that only people you choose
can access it. There are several wireless network security
systems available:

WPA (Wi-Fi Protected Access) encrypts information,
checks to make sure that the network security key

has not been modified and also authenticates
users to help ensure that only authorised people
can access the network.

WEP (Wired Equivalent Privacy) is an older network
security method that is still available to support
older devices. It uses a network security key which
encrypts the information sent across your network.
However, WEP security is relatively easy to break
and is not recommended on its own.

Also 802.1x authentication can help enhance security for
802.11 type wireless networks and wired Ethernet networks.
It

can

work

with WPA or WEP keys

and

uses

an

authentication server to validate users and provide network
access. This is used mainly in company networks.
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HomeGroup
The easiest way of getting to HomeGroup is via
the Control Panel. To do this, first activate the
Desktop Internet Explorer bring up the Charms
bar, tap or click on the Settings charm and select Control
Panel, as shown in the composite in Fig. 10.5.
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Fig. 10.5 The HomeGroup Control Panel Link.

This

feature

simplifies

the

whole

network

procedure,

particularly when the networked PCs are running under
Windows 8.1.

Tapping or clicking the HomeGroup link, opens a screen
in which you are told that there is a HomeGroup available on
the network. Using the Join now button starts the process. In
the next screen, select what libraries and devices you want to
share and tap or click the Next button, then tap or click Next
followed by Finish to complete the process.

You have to repeat this procedure to add all your other
computers on your home network to the HomeGroup. Quite
a tedious operation, bit. it doesn't take long and in the end is
well worth the trouble.
Note: It is important to restart the computers for
these changes to take effect.
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All your Windows 8.1 computers in the same HomeGroup
can share libraries, folders, files, devices and media without
ever having to type passwords whenever anything is

accessed. You select what you want shared on each

computer and as long as it is 'awake' it can be accessed from

the other computers in the group with just a few taps or
clicks. You can even change what is shared, as shown in Fig.
10. 6.
t Change Hornegroup Snaring Settings

Share with other hornetgroup members
Choose hies end devrees you owe to there and ue perroosuon

ar folder
PKtures

Penalises
Stored

,deos

Shored
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Shred

3 Danonants

Shoed

Prirrea Domes

Shared

Nea

Comet

Fig. 10.6 Changing HomeGroup Permissions.

Now select what you want to share from a list of your default

libraries (Pictures. Videos. Music and Documents) and
your printers. Having done so, tap or click on Next.

Accessing HomeGroup Computers
Once the HomeGroup is created and all
your home computers are joined, accessing

their shared libraries is very easy. Just
open up File Explorer and tap or click on
Homegroup in the Navigation pane. In
Fig. 10.7, you see the computers that are
turned on and are not in sleep mode.

4 He meg, cup

FI 'Joel Kanter,
sTuD,pc
NOELSLAPTOP
a

Dec uments

Music

b. Pictures

Videos
Desktop

Fig. 10.7 The Homegroup.
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The STUDYPC is the computer am on right now, while
NOELSLAPTOP is a computer on the network and can
access all its libraries. Tapping or clicking on a library will
I

I

open up all the folders and files in it. Very quick and easy.

Sharing Printers
To share printers on your network, even if they are not in a
HomeGroup, so everyone in your household can connect as

long as the printers and PCs are switched on you do as
follows. On the computer that the printer is attached to, tap or

click the Desktop tile then activate the Charms bar and
select the Settings charm and tap or click on Control Panel.

On the Control Panel tap or click the Devices and
Printers link to open the Devices and Printers window,
locate the printer attached to the computer, touch and hold or
right -click and select Set as default printer from the
displayed drop -down menu.

For the same printer, touch and hold or right -click and
select Printer properties from the displayed drop -down
menu to open the Properties dialogue box, then tap or click
the Sharing tab, and tap or click the ',0,-9.sh--9Qpt- button
and tap or click the Share this printer box to select it. then
press OK to approve the options and close the Properties
dialogue box.

Before you can use a shared printer from your other
computers on the network, you have to add it to the list of
available printers on each of the PCs by opening the Devices
and Printers window and selecting the Accap,,!, button and
selecting your printer from the list that displays. Wait for the
printer driver to be located and loaded. Now any computer on
the network can select the printer and use it just as if it were

directly connected to

it,

but it requires the PC which is

connected to the printer to be on.
Note: If you had a wireless printer, it would be
detected by all the computers on the network, which
greatly simplifies sharing a printer.
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Mobility
By mobility I am referring here to computer mobility, not your

ability to get around! One of the nice things about using
Windows 8.1 on a mobile notebook or netbook PC is that the
most important configuration options are consolidated into a

single utility, the Windows Mobility Center. This is where
you should go when you want to control how your mobile PC
works.

Windows Mobility Center
To launch the Mobility Center, tap or click the Desktop tile
in the Start screen, then activate the Charms bar. Next, tap
or click the Settings charm, and select Control Panel.

At nearly the very end of the Control Panel list, you will
find the Windows Mobility Center
link shown here. Tapping or clicking

on this link, opens a window like
the one in Fig. 10.8 below.

-

Windows Mobility Center
Display
brightness

Mute

;2', ay rblable
plugged in,
charging)
Balanced

Brightness

Volume

(9 No sync

IkeNc dspleh

connected

partnerships

Battery Status

Primary
landscape

Rotate screen

Screen Orientation

Nct presenting

Connect display

Sync settings

Tam on

External Display

Sync Center

Presentation Settings

tui

Fig. 10 8 Windows Mobility Center for a Laptop.

The Mobility Center includes panels for the most common
laptop settings. These are:
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Brightness
Display

brightnes

10

slider temporarily adjusts the
display brightness. If you hove- the
mouse over the display icon it turns
into a button which opens The Power
A

Options window, where you can
change the brightness level on your
current power plan.
Adjusts the volume level of your

Volume
Mute

Battery Status

1:l

computer's sound and lets you mute
it. Tap or click the speaker graphic to
open the Sound dialogue box where
you can adjust all the auoio se:tings
on your laptop.
Displays the current charge sta*.us of
your computer's battery and lets you

change the power plan. Tap or click
graphic, to open the
Power Options window where you
can edit the power plans and create
your own custom power plans, as
the battery

discussed in the next section.

Screen Orientation Displays
screen.
graphic

the

orientation of your
click the screen
the
Screen
open

Tap or
to

Resolution panel, where you can
change
display.

External Display

the

appearance

of your

Lets you connect your laptop to an
external monitor or projector. Tap or
click the display graphic to open the

Screen Resolution window where
you can change the resolution and
orientation of both your internal and
external displays.
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Tap or click the Connect display
button to open the options available
for projecting to a secondary screen.

Sync Center
(0) No sync
partnerships

Lets you check the results of your
recent

synchronisation activity if
you've set up your computer to sync
files with a network server.

All in all this is a very useful facility for mobile users. Some
notebook manufacturers might include their own panels.

Note: The Mobility Center by default, is only
available on laptops, netbooks, and tablet
PCs. It is not available on desktop computers
unless it is enabled.

Power Plans
If you are worried when using a laptop away from the mains
about how much power it is using, then read on as even the
best batteries seem to run low far too quickly!

As well as the Battery Status tile in
the Mobility Center, the battery meter
r_;'
in the Notification area of the
Taskbar shows you the state of your
laptop's battery. If you hover over it, the
charge appears. If you tap it or click
it, a pop-up like that in Fig. 10.9 opens
showing what power plan is active.

The Windows 8 Power Plans cater
for three main power designs that can
help you save energy, maximise
system performance, or achieve a

IIFully charged (100%)

Select a power plan

Balanced
Power over

Adjust screen brightness

More power options

Fig. 10.9 Battery Status.

balance between the two. To see the default power plans, tap

or click the More power options link in the above pop-up to
open the Power Options window shown in Fig. 10.10 on the
next page.
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You can also open the Power Options window from the
Battery Status tile in the Mobility Center, or by tapping or
clicking the Power Options link in the Control Panel.
0
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Fig. 10.10 The Power Options Window.

The three default Power Plans are:

Balanced - Giving good performance when it is needed,
but saving power du -ing periods of inactivity.

High performance - Giving maximum brightness and
performance, but using far more power, making it rather
unhelpful to mobile users unless they are plugged in to the
mains.

Power saver - Saves power

by

reducing

screen

brightness and system performance. This can be useful if
you are ever 'caught out'.

Which plan to use? For most people much of the time the
default Balanced plan is a good compromise between
battery life and performance. Many people will never change
it from the recommended option.
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When you are away from home and operating on batteries

the Power saver plan will probably give you a few more
minutes of battery life, but do remember to reduce display
brightness as this uses more power than any other part of a
computer. Also disconnect devices that you are not actually
using, such as USB devices which use power just by being
connected.

You should only really use the High performance plan
when you are connected to mains power and have a full
battery charge.

These three power plans should meet your needs most of
the time, but if you want to build your own, then you can use
one of the default power plans as a starting point. All of them

can be adapted by clicking on their Change plan settings
link in the Power Options window. The main settings in the
Edit Plan Settings windows that open are when to Turn off
the display. and when to Put the computer to sleep. But
the Change advanced power settings link gives you almost
absolute control over everything, as shown in Fig. 10.11.

? ICE

Power Options
ardnalced metro

Select the power plan that you want to customise. then
choose sethngs that reflect how you want your computer
to manage power.

change witinsp that et, unentl,
Balanced 'Adios]
Balanced

Require password on wale up
Ile, weepy: Vet
Plugged on_ Yes

Hard disk

Internet I .plcrer
Desktop bad. groundsetting!.
Wireless .:daptef Settings
Sleep

vefinna
Restate plan defaults

I

°K

Cancer

,cca,

I

Fig. 10.11 Changing Advanced Power Settings.

You do have lots of option to examine and think about their
effect, so spending some time here might be worthwhile.
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The Ease of Access Center
If you have problems using a standard computer Windows 8
has several features that may be of help.

The Ease of Access Center lets you change settings
to make your PC more accessible if you have visual or
hearing difficulties, suffer pain in your hands or arms
and/or have other reasoning and cognitive issues.

You can open the Ease of Access Center by using the
Settings charm, then selecting Control Panel and tapping or

clicking the Ease of Access Center. as shown

in the

composite screen dump in Fig. 11.1.
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Fig. 11.1 The Ease of Access Center Entry in the Control Panel

However, an easier way to open the Ease of Access
Center. if you have a keyboard, is by using the ar+U
keyboard shortcut (where if is the Wirdows keyboard key).

1

1.
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Both methods open the screen shown in Fig. 11.2 below.
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Fig. 11.2 The Ease of Access Center Screen.

The Ease of Access Center includes a quick access panel

at the top with a highlight rotating through the four most
tools: Start Magnifier, Start Narrator, Start
On -Screen Keyboard, and Set up High Contrast. A voice.

common

the Narrator, also tells you what option is selected.
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Pressing the Spacebar on a highlighted option will start that
option. If the Narrator annoys you, click the Always read this
section aloud box to remove the tick mark from it. While you
are doing this, you could also remove the tick mark from the

Always scan this section box, to stop the focus from
rotating between the four entries.
The

Get recommendations to make your computer

easier to use link opens a five -stage questionnaire.
Depending on your arswers to questions about performing
routine tasks, such as whether you have difficulty seeing
faces or text on TV, hearing conversations, or using a pen or

pencil, Windows will provide a recommendation of the
accessibility settings and programs that are likely to improve
your ability to see, hear and use your computer. This has to
be a good place to start.
The Explore all settings section below the Get
recommendations ... link in the Ease of Access Center lets
you explore settings cptions by categories. When selected,

these will automatically start each time you log on to the
computer. They include:

Using the computer without a display
Making the computer easier to see
Using the computer without a mouse or keyboard
Making a mouse easier to use

Making the keyboard easier to use
Using text or visual alternatives for sounds
Making it easier to focus on tasks
Making touch and tablets easier to use.

In the next few pages will give you an overview of these
various options, but I will not discuss any of them in too much
I

detail, as different people have different and specific needs!
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The Microsoft Magnifier
To start the Magnifier, click on Start Magnifier (words not
icon) shown in Fig. 11.3.
Start Magnifier

0 100% %hews

;

mo

r

Start Narrator
Set up High Contrast

rm..%
Dame

Fig. 11.3 Computer Screen with the Magnifier Active.

The new Magnifier window has two views: Full screen (the
default), and Lens, selected from the Views drop -down list
shown open in the composite screen dump in Fig. 11.3.

In Lens view, wherever you place the mouse pointer the
screen is magnified.

The Magnifier window allows you

to

increase Q or

decrease A the magnification, or use the Options icon
to
turn on colour inversion, select tracking options and fine-tune
screen fonts.

If you don't use the Magnifier window for more than a few
it turns into an actual magnifying glass icon, as
shown here. Clicking this Magnifier icon again,
re -opens the Magnifier window shown in Fig. 11.3

seconds,

\

above.

To close down the Magnifier. click the Close
maw in the Magnifier window.

button

This feature takes a while to get used to, but it can be well
worthwhile trying it out.
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Microsoft Narrator
Narrator is a basic screen reader built into Windows and
may be useful for the visually impaired. It reads dialogue
boxes and window coltrols in a number of Windows basic
applications, as long as the computer being used has a
sound card and speakers or headphones.

To open the Narator, tap or click the Start Narrator option
in the Ease of Access Center (Fig. 11.2). Another way to
start Narrator is to use the key combination ar+Enter.
Narrator will start speaking in a rather hard to understand
electronic voice reading everything that you point at with the
mouse pointer.

After starting Narrator, an icon is placed on the Task bar.

Clicking that icon opens the Narrator Settings screen in
which you can:

Change how Narrator starts
Change how you interact with your PC

Change the pitch or volume of the current voice or
choose an alternative voice.
Finally, it might be worth visiting the Narrator keyboard

commands screen to find out what commands are available
to control Narrator. You do this by using the key combination
CapsLock+F1. On t[ -e screen that opens, you'll find both
keyboard commands and touch commands to completely
control Narrator. While you are looking at these commands,
you can stop Narrator from going on reading one command
after another, by pressing the Ctrl key.
If you find this Narrator useful you will need to play around
with it for a while until you get familiar with the way it works.
To

close

Narrator

just

use

the

key

combination

CapsLock+Esc and click Yes on the warning box that
displays. Narrator even tells you that you are on the Yes
button just before it closes down!
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The On -Screen Keyboard
To activate the On -Screen Keyboard (Fig. 11.4), click the
Start On -Screen Keyboard option in the Ease of Access
Center shown earlier in Fig. 11.2.
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Fig. 11.4 The On -Screen Keyboard.

This excellent virtual keyboard opens on the screen and
allows users with mobility impairments to type data using a
mouse pointer, a joystick, or other pointing device. The result
is exactly as if you were using the actual keyboard. It has

three typing modes selected when the Options key on the
virtual keyboard is tapped or clicked.
The three modes of the virtual keyboard are:

Click on keys mode - you tap or click the on -screen keys
to type text (the default mode).

Hover over keys mode - you use a finger, a mouse or
joystick to point to a key for a predefined period of time,
and the selected character is typed automatically.

Scan through keys mode - the On -Screen Keyboard
continually scans the keyboard and highlights areas
where you can type keyboard characters by pressing a
hot key or using a switch -input device.

You can also adjust the settings for your 'physical' keyboard
by clicking the
Make the keyboard easier to use entry
towards the middle of the Ease of Access Center window
(see Fig. 11.2), and selecting various options on a displayed
window.
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On the 'Make the keyboard easier to use screen' you can:

Turn on Mouse Keys - lets you move the mouse pointer
by pressing the arrow keys on the keyboard's numeric
pad.

Turn on Sticky Keys - allows you to press the Ctrl. Alt,
and Shift, keys one at a time, instead of all at the same
time. This is useful for people who have difficulty pressing
two or more keys at a time.

Turn on Toggle Keys - makes your computer play a
high-pitched sound when the Caps Lock. Scroll Lock, or

Num Lock keys are used. The Turn on Filter Keys
option tells the keyboard to ignore brief or repeated
keystrokes.

The Display Options
To make your screen easier to see you can try the Set up
High Contrast option in Fig. 11.2. This opens yet another

window in which you can set programs to change their
colour -specific schemes to a High Contrast scheme, change
the size of text, set the thickness of the blinking cursor, etc.

The Mouse Options
Clicking the .1 Make the mouse easier to use link near the
middle of Fig. 11.2, displays the window shown in Fig. 11.5
on the next page.

In that screen you can change the colour and size of the
mouse pointer, and control the mouse pointer's movements
with the keys on the numeric keypad.
Tapping or clicking the Set up Mouse Keys link, pointed to
in Fig. 11.5, displays an additional window in which you can
control, amongst other things, the speed at which the mouse
pointer moves, and the shortcut key combination you need to
activate and deactivate the numeric keypad.
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Ease of Access C_.
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Make the mouse easter to use

5e .

P

Make the mouse easier to use
When you select these tools. they will automatically start each time you sign in
Mouse pointers
Change the color and size of mouse pointers.

I.
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Control the mouse with the keyboard
; Turn on Mouse Keys

Use the numeric keypad to move the mouse around the screen.
Set up Mouse Keys

Make it easier to manage windows
Activate a window by hovering over it with the mouse

Of(

Cancel

Fig. 11.5 Making the Mouse Easier to Use.

I'll leave it to you to explore the other settings on the list in the
lower half of the Ease of Access Center. It is the only way of
finding out what suits you personally.

162

12

Looking After Your PC
Windows 8.1 comes equipped
with a full range of utilities for you
easily

to

maintain

your

PC's
Am.

health and well being. You can
access some of these tools by
tapping or clicking the Desktop
tile in the Start menu, selecting
the

0

Settings Charm from the

Charms bar, then tapping or
clicking the PC info option listed
under Settings and pointed to in
Fig. 12.1. This opens the System
shown

in

Fig. 12.2.

Fig. 12.1 Settings Options.
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Fig. 12.2 System Information Screen.
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This is the easiest to take a first look at - it displays such
things

as your Operating System, System Summary,
Hardware Resources, etc. However, each computer is bound
to be different, so don't expect to see the same information,

but what is important here are the links at the left of the
screen which deal with prevention of system problems.

Problem Prevention
Windows has strong protection against System corruption:
System Protection
System Restore
Automatic Update

Each of these will be discussed separately.

System Protection
Windows applications sometimes can, and do, overwrite
important System files. Windows 8.1 protects your System
files

by

automatically

saving them at regular
intervals,

but you must

A'

check the settings and if
necessary change them.

The first setting to be
checked is the System
Protection. To do this,
tap or click the System
protection link at the
top -left corner in Fig. 12.2
to
open
the
tabbed
dialogue box shown in
Fig. 12.3.
With
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Fig. 12.3 System Protection Tab.

Protection tab selected,
check that the C: drive (the one that Windows 8.1 is installed
on), under Protection Settings in Fig. 12.3, is On.
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not, select the option, then tap or click the Configure

button and tap or click the Turn on system protection radio
button on the displayed screen to select it. Next, move the
slider next to Max Usage to. say, 2% to indicate the
maximum disc space to be used for system protection and
tap or click Apply, followed by OK.
This returns you to the dialogue box of Fig. 12.3 where you
should tap or click the Create button to create a restore point
right now. On the dialogue box that opens, give the restore
point a descriptive name, and tap or click Create.

In the future, you can undo system changes by reverting
your PC to the state it was when you created the restore
point. This is done by activating the System Restore button
in Fig. 12.3 which starts the System Restore Wizard.
Tapping or clicking Next displays a dialogue box with all your
Restore points for you to choose from.

Restore points are created automatically by the system
every time you install or uninstall a program. This is a
precaution just in case a newly installed program creates
problems, so you can revert back to the state the computer
was in prior to the installation that caused the problem. This
is an excellent protection of your system.

Automatic Update
Windows can automatically update any System files as they
become available from Microsoft's Web site. To make sure
this happens,

click

the Windows Update

link

at the

bottom -left corner in Fig. 12.2. This displays a screen from
where you can connect to Microsoft's Web site to see if there
are any updates available.

The system is normally set to automatically install updates.
If that is not the case, you can use the Change settings link
to do so. This is important as it guarantees that you are
always up to date, as possible security issues that are found

and corrected by Microsoft are installed on your system
straight away.
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System and Security
To examine the other options in the Windows System and
Security center, tap or click the Desktop tile on the Start
screen, then use the Settings charm and select Control

Panel. Next, choose to View by: Category, and
click the System and Security icon, shown here, to
display the window shown in Fig. 12.4.
0

System and Security
1111,

Control Panel

Spam and Socsody

C control Panel Hoene

Ca

Search C °ono. Panel

Action Center
Rums your computer s status and .esoane num
Troubleshoot common compute. problems
Champ Uut Account Corettol menu:is

Spun wed Seam*,
tamp. and -Mum et

Windows Firewall

Amuse,.

et

Chet Accounts and Fundy

alit System

Hardenee and Sound

Check ftnual status

Alam an app through Wonder.° Sepal

9

alloa remote access
Vim amount ot RAM and processor speed
See the name of thn computer
Devoe
launch remote madame

Lett

Appearance and
Penonalnetson
C huts language and Return

Merger

Windows Update
hon automat. updabng on IA oN
Yip update hntoty

Ease ot Access

lib

Power Options

MP

Chimp bakery seams

lyt

File History

Check to. pelotas

MYR epitome! updMas

Requtre a password of ben the computer tuba
Champ when the computes de
Chomp what the poorer buttons do

See backup copes GI yaw Nes rah Pk Ilutogy

Restore your Ides watt hie *dm

BitLodcer Drive Encryption

1 Manage Satoh.

11

Storage Spaces
Manage Stoup Spaces

Administrative Tools
Xt-f hee up desk spot. Data gram' and °obtuse you Pus
Create end loon. hood Ask pennons

151

Vara pent by Schedule tanks

Flash Player

Fig. 12.4 The Windows System and Security Screen.

Action Center
The Action Center looks after message alerts from key
'110,

Windows security and maintenance features. When
Windows requires your attention, the Action Center icon
appears in the Taskbar. Tapping or clicking this icon opens a

pop-up box which lists the problems and gives suggested
fixes for them. You can then tap or click a solution to solve a
problem.
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Windows Firewall
For your PC to be secure, make sure that the Windows
Firewall is switched on. Tapping or clicking the Check
firewall
status
Ai Windows Firewall
Allow an ap p through Windows Fuewall
411

link in Fig.

shown

12.4,
here

enlarged, displays
a screen in which you can change the Firewall settings.

A Firewall is a software security system that sits between

your computer and the outside world and is used to set
restrictions on what information is passed to and from the
Internet. In other words it protects you from uninvited access.

If your Firewall is turned off. or you do not have up-to-date

virus protection, the Action Center will flag an error by
placing the Pi icon in tie Notification area of the Taskbar.

Hard Disc Management
There are two Apps in Windows 8.1 to help you keep your
hard disc in good cordition: Disk Clean-up, which removes
unnecessary files from your hard disc and frees up space,
and Defragment and Optimise Drives which optimises your
hard discs by rearranging their data to eliminate unused
spaces, which speeds up access to your hard discs.

Disk Clean-up
The

best

way

of

accessing

these

tools

is

via

the

Administrative Tools in Fig. 12.4 on previous page and
shown here enlarged.
1

4,1 Administrative Tools
4..e,

Free up dok space
Delragrnent and optanne your dm,
'Create and format hard dna panerons
Whew event logs

"Schedule tasks

Fig. 12.5.

Tapping or clicking the Free up disk space link, starts the
Disk Clean-up program which scans your hard disc, then
lists temporary files, Internet cache files, and other files that
you can safely delete. You should carry out this operation at
least once a week.
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Defragmenting Hard Discs
To start Disk Defragmenter, tap or click the Defragment
and optimise drives link in Fig. 12.5 on previous page.

The Disk Defragmenter optimises your hard discs by
rearranging their data to eliminate unused spaces, which
speeds up access by all Windows and other program
operations. You should run this program at least once a
month.

Backing Up Your Data
Anyone can lose files by either accidentally deleting or
A" replacing them, a virus attack, or a software or hardware
failure, such as a complete hard disc failure. With Windows,

you can use System Restore to recover your system files,
you can reinstall your programs, but not your precious data
files or pictures and videos of your family. To protect these,
you should regularly create backups. Windows makes
backing up easy, and has a range of features to seamlessly
protect your data and system setup.

Backing Up and Restoring Files
Windows 8.1 allows you to back up your data files and

recover them later. To find the applications that do this,
activate the Charms bar and type data backup in the
Search box. What is found is shown in Fig. 12.6.
Results for "data backup' P
Restore your files with file History

Save backup copies of your files
with File History

Fig. 12.6 Locating File
History Applications

You can save your data files to
either an external USB drive or
to SkyDrive. This is up to you,
but having started the process,
be patient, especially if this is
the first time you are saving your
files. What will be saved are all

the Libraries, the Desktop, all
your Contacts. Favourites and
all the files on your SkyDrive.
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Once you create the initial backup, you really never have to
think about backing U3 your files again since Windows will
regularly do this for you according to the schedule you set.

Do read the information on
suggestions you don't like.

screen and change any

Restoring files and folders from your backups is very easy.
There can be several backups (depending on the frequency
of backing up your data in Advanced Settings), from which
to make a choice. You do this by selecting the first option of
the search results, in Fig. 12.6 wh ch displays all your
backups for you to choose from.
If you need to make an 'image backup' of your whole drive,

meaning everything on your hard drive, Windows System
files, all your additional installed programs and all your data,
then you have to resort to programs specifically design for the
purpose. A quick search on the Internet should reveal a host

of such programs, bit make quite sure that the one you
choose is compatible with Windows 8.1 (many are not)!

Windows Defender
Windows Defender is free anti-spyware software that can be
downloaded from:

www.windowsdefender.com

Windows Defender helps protect your computer against
spyware and other potentially dangerous software being
installed on your computer when you are connected to the
Internet. It offers two ways to help keep infections at bay:
In real-time, it alerts you when spyware attempts to

install itself on your computer, tries to run on it, or
attempts to change Windows settings.

At any time, you can scan for spyware that might be
installed

on

your

computer,

having

bypassed

Windows Defender, and automatically remove them
and the problems they may cause.
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To open Windows Defender. action the Charms bar, select

Settings, then Control Panel. Near the bottom of the
displayed list of options (viewed in Large icons), tap/click the
option shown here. This opens a screen similar to that shown
in Fig. 12.7, provided the Defender is
turned on. If it is not, you may get a
message asking you to do so.
PC status' Protected
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update
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Fig. 12.7 The Defender's PC Status Screen.

As you can see, in my case the Defender is turned on and

the PC Status is Protected. However, the first time the
Defender is opened, you will get a window in which you'll be

asked to Check for new definitions. It is very important to
have up-to-date 'definitions', or files listing potential software
threats. Once it is switched on, the program will work with
Windows Update to automatically install new definitions.

Windows Defender offers three types of scan: (a) Quick
(the default) which checks the most likely places on your hard

disc that spyware will be located, (b) Full which checks all
your files and all currently running programs and (c) Custom
which allows you to select which partition, hard drive or
attached drives to scan.

For more in-depth information, look at Windows Defender
Help, accessed by clicking the 4?) button in Fig. 12.7.
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Appendix A
Controlling Windows 8.1

Windows 8.1 functions are at their best when you learn to
use the charms and fiiger gestures so that you can quickly
jump between the Desktop screen and the Start screen, or
your own programs and the new Windows Apps.

Below you will find a list of the most useful Windcws 8
touch controls and their mouse and keyboard equivalents,
together with
methods.

appropriate

screens

illustrating

various

Displaying the Charms Bar
Touch Control - Swipe with your thumb tc the
left from the right edge of the screen.

0

111111111111MINI111111111

Fig. A.1 How to Hold a Touch Screen.

Mouse Control - Move mouse pointer to the top -right
or bottom -right corner of the screen.

Keyboard Control - Press simultaneously the two

keys /PC (where if is the Windows key on your
keyboard).
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Zooming In or Out
Touch Control - Place two fingers on the screen and

push them apart to zoom

in;

pinch two fingers

together to zoom out.

rfr

Fig. A.2 Using Fingers to Zoom In or Out.

Mouse Control - Hold the Ctrl key down and use the
scroll wheel on the mouse to zoom in and out.

Closing Running Apps
Touch Control - Drag a finger from the top edge of the
screen towards the bottom edge until the App
minimises and disappears.

Mouse Control - Move the mouse pointer to the top
edge of the screen and when it changes to an open
hand, then click and drag towards the bottom edge of
the screen until the App minimises and disappears.

Keyboard Control - Press simultaneously the two
keys Alt+F4.

Fig. A.3 Closing a Running App.
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Lens View
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Search
Lock Screen
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35, 45, 105
117
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Library (Desktop).... 117

39
90
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71
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44
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Manipulating windows.... 41
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Narrator, Microsoft
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Pane.... 36, 37, 124, 148
Properties

7

Nearby options (Maps)... 90
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158
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Player
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126
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Options
Button
124
Display
161
Key (Virtual keyboard) 160
Media Player
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Mouse
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Power
151
Settings
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Shut down
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Start menu
6

Playing
DVDs
128, 131
Videos
116
Playlists
126
Power
Button
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151
Plans
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Preferences (Search).
54
Prevention, Problem
164

Ordnance survey map... 89

Preview screen saver.... 24

Outbox folder (Mail)

Print

72

P

Parts of window
File Explorer
Player Library

15, 19
26

Problem prevention.. 164
Settings

System protection...

.

25
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81
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Photo Viewer (Windows) 106
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108
Photographs
Get from camera
110

124
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Button (Explorer)
61
Document
30
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107
Jobs
30
Maps
97
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30
Printer
Configuring
29
Control
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Default
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Sharing
149
Printing
Documents
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E-mail messages
79
Maps
97
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164
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129
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124

PC

Clock
Control
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Program
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Uninstall or Change
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164
Protection, System
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Access Help
Access Toolbar
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Search box

61
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43
156
37

R

Read Mail button (Explor.)60
Read message window.. 78
72
Reading Pane (Mail)
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77
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57
Refresh button
Rename
117
Music folder
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115
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Repair programs
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Re -size window
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Restore
Files
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Run as Administrator
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Spyware
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Printer
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Shut down options
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SkyDrive
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Spyware
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Start screen
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System
Control
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Image
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Files
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78
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Security
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65
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144
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15
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Test e-mail
73
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10
Time, Change
15
Tools button (Explorer)
57
Traffic view
102
Turning off your PC
11
Types of network
143

Uninstall program
Update Windows

31

165

Upload PDF (SkyDrive)
URL

USB devices
User Accounts

52
56
154
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Videos Library
115
View
Modes (Player)
124
Tab (Ribbon)
44
Viewer, Windows Photo. 106
Views Map (Bing)
87
Volume control
19, 151

Watchlist (Finance)
Weather App
Web

137
140

Feeds
Search

64
53. 56

WEP security
146
Window manipulation.
42
Windows
Calendar
85
Defender
169
Desktop
7, 10
Environment
13
Firewall
167
Key (keyboad).
15, 155
Live account
4
Media Center
128
Media Player
119
Mobility Center
150
Music App
118
Photo viewer
106
Power plans
152
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112
Screens
13
Settings charm
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.
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Video App
Wi-Fi
Wireless
Network
Network security
Router

23
116
143
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146
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Working with Programs.. 31
WPA security
146
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Xbox Player
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Zipping Files to SkyDrive 50
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A Babani Computer Guidebook Suitable for All Ages

111,
Windows 8.1 Explained
Windows 8.1 is the latest version of Microsoft's operating system. It is installed on
all new Windows Desktop. Laptop and X86 tablet computers and is also available as

a free upgrade. Whether you choose to use the touch screen Tile interface or the

mouse operated Desktop interface. a good working knowledge of the operating
system is essential to get the most from your computer and this book will help you
to do just that.

MI3V: The book applies to Windows 8 1. Windows 8.1 Pro and the vast majority of
Windows 8.1 Enterprise. Also. parts of the book should be applicable to Windows RT

8.1 which is built on she same foundation as Windows 8.1 but is a restricted version
designed specifically for ARM tablets.
Among the many topics covered are:

An overview of the Tile Interface. Desktop. Taskbar. Tray Notification Area.
Charms bar and running Apps.

Managing Windows settings. personalising your PC and creating User Accounts.
Using the Desktop File Explorer. SkyDrive. Internet Explorer and the E-mail App.

Working with and organising digital photographs. using Media Player to play
and store music and to burn CDs and installing Media Center to play DVDs.

Connecting to wireless networks. setting up a HomeGroup. sharing a printer
and networked PCs.

Using mobility tools to keep your laptop running while away from home.
Accessibility features should you have dexterity or eyesight problems
Keeping your computer healthy and backing up important files
And much more t esides
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