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TV pop
show to
include

viewers?

ISCUSSIONS are still going

on - ‘concerning. a ' possible
series on ABC TV for Jmmy
Savile.

No officia] statements were
forthcoming from ABC at Press
time, but DISC understands from
reliable outside sources that the
show is tentatively called * Beat
The Record,” and could involve
a panel of three celebrities Ting-
ing viewers at their homes and
asking them to identify the antists
on records: which are played.

BBC HIT OUT AT
EUROVISION SONG
CONTEST

Big changes next year

Bm:mm’s failure to come

in the top three in this year's

Eurovision Song Contest final on Sunday—we tied for
fourth place with 10 votes against the winner, France, who

polled 26—will bring about a mew look in next year’s entry,
with ‘the accent on finding a winner THAT IS REAL

DIFFERENT.
* Three years ago,”
executive Eric Maschwitz, the
--man behind the contest, **Sing
Little  -Birdie,”  'which _came
second, set a pattern for a simple
song that was catchy. Unfor-
tunately we seem to have stuck
to ‘that pattern,
_.'*1 was. very disappointed with
tho result, but 'we in Britain
suffer from our own taste which
is decidedly American. This is
an influence the Continentals
have resisted, so their own
taste counts heavily in a contest
of this kind.”

They're afraid

Then Mr. Maschwitz launched
into an attack on the artists and
songwriters - who, in~ his own
words, “won't ‘enter the contest
because they are afraid they
might come last

*The Continenfals are never
afraid of this and their top stars
went to Luxembourg gladly.
<" *In this country we have never
faken the contest really seriously.
If a song like ‘Portrait Of My
Love ' had been entered the top
singers would have rushed to
sing ‘it because it's the sort of
number that even Jerome Kern
would have been proud to have
written. o

“The contest gets a very big
aundience here, something between
12 and 14 million, and  they
expect good songs. isyear
they were all beat numbers with
the exception of those by Ronnie

2
LY

Carroll, Frank Ifield and Donna
Douglas.”

How. different
year's contest be 7.

1 can’t say,” said Mr, Masch-
witz. - “ Obviously it Tequire
a. great deal of discussion, but we
must think hard if we want to

do well. ]

* 1 should like us to be repre-
sented by the finest songs our
publishers can muster, with good
singers to put them across.
want to keep the contest going
at all costs because any event
that brings together the people
of 16 countries-is surely worth-
while.” ;

would  next

RONNIE CARROLL — His
song followed the * Sing
Little Birdie” pattern.

BARRY
TAKES
OVER

In This

Hssue

DONEGAN TAKES HIS BIGGEST
GAMBLE YET

(page 12)

MARK WYNTER TRIES FOR AN

'AMERICAN BREAKTHROUGH

(page 2)

Joe Loss success
boosts big bands

FROM
BRUBECK

‘WO years ago John Barry's
latest disc * Cutfy Sark,” a
modern, jazz-flavoured num-
ber similar in style to Bru-
beck’s “Take Five,” wouldn't
even have been considered for
release. ]

“But the public’s taste in pop
music is widening all the time,"
said John recently. “ I'm very
pleased with the tune and I
wouldn't, for one moment,
deny that there is a similarity
to ‘ Take Five.'

“1 really dig this type of musie,
I'm not trying to copy Brubeck,
but T am trying to develop a
trend fowards this type of tune,
1 think it is one which is really
worth following,

For Beatniks

%1 did, in Fact, try this type of
instrumentation two years ago
with a disc called *Beat For
Beatniks * and though T still get
a lot of inquiries about it, i
didn’t mean a great deal.’

“I'm hoping that the time is ripe
now and that Brubeck started
something which I can help
carry on. Anyway, I'm having
another try.”

This new style for John doesn't
mean he's going overboard on

JOHN BARRYJazz trend is worth following (DISC Pic)

*It's ‘sfill the
melody that is the important
thing.” explained John.

It is perhaps surprising that John
Barry, who himself has started,
trends, notably the pizzicato
string backings, should follow
a paftern set by another
musician. Buf, as he said, “we
can’t all be individual, all the
time, It's an impossibility and,

of course, yon wouldn't get
trends if we all did something
different.
“Remember ¢ Raunchy® which
started all the guitar-fronted
records 7 Nobody seemed (o
be concerned about copying

that,

*“1 hope the same is going to
happen  with modern backing
and instrumentals.”™ J

~ Craig Douglas turns
back the clock

(page 4)

FURY FILM
10 BE
RELEASED
IN JUNE

HE star-studded film musical
“Play It Cool," featuring
Billy Fury, Bobby WVee, Helen
Shapiro, Danny Williams, Jimm
Crawford and Shane Fenton, wi
be generally released in June.
An ‘extensive disc_coverage of
the film's music i§ planned, Fury
will sing ‘material from it on a
Decca EP and a single, Vee will
have a_ Liberty single  released
featuring his song from the fi
and the other artists named above
will all have single releases con=
nected with'the production issued
on EMI labels.

Osborne single for
States release

ONY OSBORNE'S disc of
his « own -composition
“Turkish Coffee” has been re-
leased in America on the Kapp
label, and has been singled out
by the trade weekly “Billboard™
as a “Special -Merit Single.”
Cover versions of the number
recorded in the States are

by Duke - Ellington (American

Columbia) and Ray Ellis (RCA).

Viscounts to Paris

THE VISCOUNTS fly to Paris
this week-end for a guest TV,
spot. which was cancelled \earlier
owing fo a strike ‘among French
TV technicians. = -

On the same bill will be the
young French  novelist - Fran=
goise Sagan, and The Viscounts
will be demonstrating the Twist
for her benefit, |

AND ORCHESTRA
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