all  these, without any signs of
spurious controls being sent to the
printer, or unwanted characters,
even during corrupted decoding.
The usual symptoms of this are
changed print modes, but will de-
pend on your actual printer.

Trying to copy commercial
RTTY transmissions led to some fun
and games. Besides finding the
speed and sense of the transmission,
yo are often dealing with an en-
crypted code (to stop people like us
seeing it!), so the majority of the
time . will see garbaged output.
When you do find one that is com-
patible, the copy is generally
faultless,.and a good way of using
up your stock of paper on hard
copy.

Incidentally, there is no facility
provided in the unit for driving a
video monitor, or TV, directly,
presumably thought superfluous by
virtue of the built in display and
other options offered.

Transmission of RTTY doesn't
really raise any problems, as the
once you have set up the switches
for your correct input/output
modes, adn programmed the [.D.
the transceiver controls the Rx/Tx

function. Getting an I.D. at the end
of the transmission entails shifting
the OUTPUT Transmit switch to
MORSE, and pressing the I.D.
Button once.

Caution. ..

The manual correctly warns that you
should be careful of the power input
on your transmitter, as with RTTY
you are running 100% duty cycle,
instead of the much lower cycles
demanded by CW and SSB. They
suggest 40% of your normal power
rating, but it would be sense to
check the handbook, and see what is
recommended for FM or AM use.
More than adequate gain is
available from the AFSK output
socket on the rear to drive virtually
any rig via its microphone socket.

Conclusions

With no reason to suppose that the
unit will not perform as specified
with keyboard inputs, the MBA-RC
is an intriguing answer to coping
with the various modes of trans-
mission now available. For those sta-

tions not already possessing any
form of computer, it could be a very
versatile means of getting onto
RTTY, together with CW and ASCII
facilities, although you would really
still want to get hold of some form of
keyboard if you are going to use it a
lot. At the price you could invest in
a quite reasonable micro, and
maybe even get a RTTY program for
it, if it si specifically RTTY you want
— and also have the benefit of the
micro for other applications.

One of its few limitations is not
being able to copy 300 Baud ASCII,
which will limit compatibility with
many other stations using ASCII.

The MBA-RC does appear to
have an element of being an answer
looking for a problem to solve.
While it can cope with all sorts of
mixed modes, and it is great fun
playing with it, in the long run its
benefits seem limited for serious ap-
plications.

Taken for the facilities offered,
it performs its decoding and other
functions very well, and would be a
useful addition to any shack, pro-

viding you can make use of all the
facilities. @
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FACTORY APPOINTED YAESU MUSEN MAIN DEALER

FT 102 Full Range
SP 102 External Speaker
with audio filter

FRG 7700 - This Receiver
leaves the
competition standing

All amateur equipment
Technical Manuals — Ex-stock
All P.M.R. Technical Manuals
Ex-stock.

Active Antenna FRA7700
UHF Convertor FRV 7700
Antenna Tuner FRT 7700

DC Kit FRG-DC

Memory 12 channel

Tape outlet, Clock and Timer
standard.

We hold probably the most
comprehensive Yaesu Spares
stock in Europe. What we donot
have we will get in the shortest
time, if available.

The ALL NEW FT980 plus
accessories — available March
The Compact FT77 - Stock by the
end of February.

Entire YAESU Range Stocked

TV 625 Line TX/RX System

BEARCAT - DEALER - IRELAND
Announcing ExStock the fabulous
BC20/20FB AM-FM Scanner

YAESU P.MR. Equipment - Full
Range ExStock, including
Repeaters, Patch, Remote
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80 metre TRANSCF.NER
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® @ GET YOURSELF ON HF — DSB/CW

® @ EXCELLENT ‘LOCAL NET’ BOX

® @ 3W+ BOMBPROOF PA

® @ 12V OPERATION

® @ |DEAL FOR BEGINNERS/CLUB

® @ STRAIGHTFOREWARD ASSEMBLY

® ® VFO CONTROL OR CRYSTAL OPTION
® ® RELIABLE & SIMPLE DESIGN

COMPLETE BOARD KIT with d/s drilled board, ALL components {except
optional meter), VFO cap, slow motion (6:1) drive, wire, etc, etc. Needs
only Hi-Z mike, speaker and + 12V to get YOU on HF. Experience the
world of QRP with this excellent little project, capable of DX results with
a reasonable aerial.

WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS (GALWAY) LTD.
Unit 1, L.D.A. Cluster Development,

Tuam Rbad,
Galway, IRELAND

Phone: {091) 65166/65208

UK./N.I. (0009) 65166 /65208

International Dial - lnt. (353)/(9)/65166/65208

Telex: 28933 MHTC Ei

LARGE SAE brings more info and

details of other kits.

2M FM 6 CH Monitor Reaceiver Kit

ONLY £30.65 inc

IAMBIC Keyer module (built) £20.65 inc.
TALKING DFM only £100.50 Inc. and agnd

All our prices include 'VA'I’ and p&P.  ,¢her spacialised equipment for the
Allow 1-3 weeks for delivery. blind.

AS FEATURED IN MARCH 1983 HAM
RADIO TODAY

ALSO:

A READY-PUNCHED SCREENED case,
with all hardware inc knobs, sockets,
screws etc (no speaker) + the meter for
only £18.65 inc.
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