Today

Wearenowinthesituation where
65% of the available 2 metre band is
exclusively allocated to FM, AM
having been nearly totally
abandoned, and CW little used by
comparison. The operation of the
repeater network is a shambles in
many parts of the country, and their
original intended prime use for
mobile working is often dropped in
favour of ‘DX’ contacts during lifts
(the actual QSO distance being that
between your station and the
repeater), and use by fixed stations
who can perfectly well hear each
other on the input.

Even the newer licensees can
probably now see why criticisms are
levelled at today's users along the
lines of “where is the experimentation
and self-training?”. Whether it is
justified or notI will leave uptoyouto
decide. On the credit side, I have a
serious doubt that if (a) the Class B's
had been denied access, (b) the
repeater experiment had been
abandoned, and (c) the Japanese had
stuck to making cars, we would not
have 2 metres today, it long ago
having been forfeited to the PMR

service. There are those who would
say that was the better option.

Assaid earlier, if you don't like
it, there are many alternatives.
However, I would urge those newer
licensees who use the band purely for
nattering, to try to get a better
antenna system up (if possible) and
see how far it is possible to work
underevenflat conditions — you may
get a surprise.

Phone patch?

Someone asked me what on earth
the above was all about — was it
something to do with computer
programming? Well, not quite, it is
the American term for linking the
telephone system to your transceiver
for relay purposes. I should hasten to
add that it is not legal over here
(needless to say) but is so in the USA
and a number of other countries with
which they have agreements.

You can very oftén hear it in
action up the top end of the 20 metre
band (14MHz) normally with one end
located on board a ship (Maritime
Mobile) carrying an amateur
operator, linking passengers back to
the States (you can hear similar

traffic being conducted over here on
the maritime bands using ship-to-
shore links). Unfortunately for us
anythingalong theselines, unlessitis
an emergency, is verboten because it
takes revenue away from Buzby's
coffers.

Careless talk...

And, just in case you don't think
that the bands are monitored for this
sort of thing, some months after I was
licensed, two City looking gentlemen
turned up on my doorstep, asking to
have a word with me. They produced
a complete transcript of a CW QSO 1
had had on 160M some weeks earlier,
complete with all the mistakes.
During this QSO, I had agreed to
ring the parents of one of the other
station’s operators (he was at
university) to say that he would be
home at the weekend. All this was
faithfully recorded, and shoved
under my nose with appropriate
warnings.

The annoying thing was that I
never actually passed the message —
one of the other stations in the net had
already done it and popped up to say
so —they didn't hear that! [+ ]

THE YAESU EXPERTS

G3LLL AT WORK

Referred to recently by one magazine
editor as the U.K. leading expert on
FT101s. Let us repair your fig.
CAN'TAFFORD ANEW RIG? We will
overhaul your FT101,
balanced mixer and R.F. processor,
and make it better than new.

D.I.Y.? DOUBLE BALANCED MIXER
MODULE. Cuts down cross modula-
tian and noise on receive, vastly im-
proves 40m after dark: very simple to
fit for FT101 Mk2 - E £12 p&p. For
FT101 Mk1 £12.50 uses Plessey high

fit double

SLIMLINE MASTS or LATTICE TOWERS
FIXED TOWERS or MOBILE TRAILERS

PORTABLE MASTS or WINDOW MOUNTING
YOU NAME IT! WE PROBABLY MAKE IT!

THE WAY AHEAD

JUST SOME DESIGN FEATURES

level mixer I/C. S.A.E. laaflet,
G3LLL FT101 RF SPEECH PROCESSOR. Still widely held as best RF speech
processor ever, Only for FT101 Mk1, Mk2, B & EE. More RX gain and selectivity plus
super harmonic distortion, free speach processing on transmit— over 1000 sold in
U.S.A. £35.75 post paid. Or painted circuit only wired and tested (you supply box
wiring pot and switch) £26 post paid S.A.E. circuit and full details. FT101 Mkt -E
AGC improvemaent kit, £1 plus S.A.E.
YAESU ON DEM. FT101, FT102, FT208, FT708, FT290, FT230, FRG7, FRG7700
otc. plus FDK, Datong, J Beam, Welz, S.M.C. A.R.R.L and R.S.G.B. books, ali the
baest on show. Securicor Delivery.
10MHz. 18MHz, 24MHz with FT101Mk1 - E? S.A.E. for leaflet.
CW FILTERS, 250Hz ultra sherp FT101, FT901, FT707, FT1012ZD. £25 post paid.

FREQUENCY COUNTERS.

Soar FCB45 - see review in Jan. 83
Practical Wireless 23ppm 1Hz resolu-
tion 2MHz. 100Hz @ 160MHz looks
professional and tunctions accordingly.
£67 p&p with batteries, £72 with
mains unit post paid. Also Ramsey 8%
digit 600MHz counters, £99 with
mains unit. S.AE. enquiries.

VALVES FOR YAESU (only these types stocked). The wrong make of PAvalves can
give noise on receive, spurious outputs, impossible neutralization or even smokel
6JS6C Toshiba £35 pair, NEC £17 pair, unstamped O.K. 101 £13 pair. 12BY7A
Toshiba £15 each, NEC £3 each. 6146B General Electric £19 pair, £28 matched
triplets. 6KD6 NEC £17 pair, Toshiba £35 pair. Post 75p an order. Specia/ offer
671468 O.K. but noisy in Yaesu £4.25 each post paid.

Barclaycard, Access, Cheque, Cashl

HOLDINGS PHOTO AUDIO CENTRE

39/41 Mincing Lane, Blackburn BB2 2AF

Tel: (0254) 59595.
Closed Thursdav.
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AT MANUFACTURERS PRICES! NO MIDDLE MEN! |

THE VERY POPULAR SM30 SLIMUINE MAST, Unobtrusive,
Telescopic, TRtover, uj
£230.00. SM30PM (Post Mounting) £241.00. Optional
Reducer Tube RT1 £12.80. Rotor Head RH1 £30.50.
Ground Socket GS1 £23.50. |

Post Mounted (PM) wall Mounting (WM)
AT 32PM ‘Mini Tower' up to 32ft

AT 42PM Series 2 up to 44ft

;g'VSEZPM {Heavy Duty) Series 2 up to 56ft

— Send SAE (9x6) for full details of these and many-— -/

I;

TELESCOPIC TILTOVER FOR EASY ACCESS.
VERSATILE WALL OR POST MOUNTING.
SAFETY LATCH TO RELIEVE CABLE.
SIMPLE WINCH OPERATION (Single and Double).
UNIQUE 15FT SECTIONS FOR EASY TRANSPORT.
OPTIONAL HEAD UNITS (Extra).
HOT DIP GALVANIZED FOR PROTECTION (BS 729).
ENGINEERED TO B.S.I. STANDARDS.

WIND LOADING BASED ON CP3 CHAP V PT. 2,

A FEW MODELS FROM OUR WIDE RANGE
to 31ft.. SM30WM (Wall Mount)

LATTICE TOWERS — TELESCOPIC — TILTOVER

£508.00 |
£599.00 KR
R 80 TYPES! WE JUST CAN'T GET THEM ALL IN1

other Ahlron Products. — Callers welcome. Open

Mon-Fri Sam-5pm, Sat 9em-12.45pm.
WE DESIGN - WE MAKE - WE SUPPLY. DIRECT.

YOU GET BEST VALUE AND SERVICE - SAVE £££'s
Prices include VAT & UK Carr. CW.0.

THE ONLY MANUFACTURERS OF ALTRON PRODUCTS
ALLWELD ENGINEERING

UNIT 6, 232 SELSDON ROAD,

T

SOUTH CROYDON, SURREY CR2 8PL
Telephone:
Py E 01-680 2995 (24 hr)
01-681 6734
T — E— —
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