
Test generator. Pull the aerial
out of the FT101, switch on the
crystal calibrator and note the max-
imum reading which can be obtain-
ed with the pre -selector peaked,
and set tuned to 14.2MHz. This
should normally be between S9 and
S9+ 20dB. Keep a note of this
reading as it will be a most valuable
guide when later making com-
parisons if there is any doubt as to
whether or not the receiver is up to
scratch.

Field effect transistors. The
FT101 contains a fair quantity of
field effect transistors which can
very easily be damaged by heat or
voltage. Plugging the FT101 into the
mains supply - whether switched
on or not - will usually guarantee a
potential difference between the tip
of your soldering iron and the cir-
cuitry. Touch the soldering iron on
certain points and the nearest FET
has gone for the chop! Your only safe
way to solder on the FT101 is to com-
pletely detatch it from the mains,
aerial, earth, and any other equip-
ment, and then to use an iron which
is earthed to the chassis of the
FT101. Familiarity with the normal

bipolar transistors can lead one to
become careless, but heat shunts
really are essential when soldering
FETs. A piece of cotton wool soaked
in water provides ideal heat and
static protection if stuffed between
the four legs of MOSFETs when
soldering. An elastic band and a
pair of snipe nosed pliers provide a
third hand and a heat shunt when
working on the three legged variety
of FET.

Harry Leeming asks us to point
out that while he is happy to answer
brief queries on the FT101 series,
correspondence must contain a
stamped, addressed envelope to ob-
tain a reply.
Harry Leeming will be covering
modifications in future articles.

Alignment and fitting 10, 18 Si 24
MHz will be covered, together with
AGC and modifications and other
receiver and transmitter im-
provements. But what about you?

Bright ideas' and servicing ex-
periences should be shared around
so let us know what you have done
with your FT101 - please type (or
print CLEARLY) and send your con-
tributions to the editor for possible
inclusion in part 4 of the series. The
best contribution will receive 12
months' subscription to Ham Radio
Today.

NB In our April issue (p.21) the
paragraph beginning "1976 FT101
Mark 2" should have been "1976
FT101E Mark 2".

FORTOP LTD, FIRST AND BEST
FOR FAST SCAN TV.
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The TVT 435/R TV transceiver allows transmission and recep-
tion of 70cms Amateur TV signals. Features: IS watts mm Peak
Synch RF output. Bandwidth limiting filter, switchable modulation
sense, video inputs and carrier frequencies. High performance
RX converter built in. Requires aerial. 12 volts power, video
source (camera etc) and stand UHF TV set to complete fast scan
Amateur TV station £169.50 plus £2.50 P&P.

For further details please write or ring to:
FORTOP LTD, 13 Cotehill Road, Warrington, Stoke on Trent, tel

Ash Bank (078 130) 2607

GET BINDING
Take a subscription out for £12.80, and get
yourself a FREE binder worth £4.25 to keep
your favourite magazine in mint condition.

Back issues of Ham Radio Today are available
at £1.25 per isue. Send your cheque/PO to:

Ham Radio Today
513 London Road
Thornton Heath
Surrey CR4 6AR

THE CW/RTTY COMMUNICATIONS TERMINAL
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£381.74 inc. carriage
Standard unit cost - VAT not included)

Forget all those messy wires, the
MICRODOT now offers a totally
integrated communications system.

Write for full details to . . .

POLEMARK Ltd
Lower Gower Road
Royston, Herts SG8 5EA
Tel. Royston (0763) 47874

STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE
 Integral high resolution video monitor
 Professional keyboard with many special functions
 Real-time clock (constantly displayed)
 Transmit and receive both CW (morsel and RTTY

(teleprinter)
Users callsign programmed in

 Receive CW speed tracking and display
Self checking facility

 Char. by char. or 'page' transmission modes
 Stylish two tone metal cabinet

OPTIONAL FEATURES
Printer interface board (Centronics compatible)

 On -board 40 column printer (12V)
 External 80 column printer (SEIKOSHA GP100A)
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