


And so it was written that the advanced "silent" cabinet 

design of Tannoy Profile speakers should offer a purity of sound 

and absence of distortion that other manufacturers could only 

dream of. Allowing the powerful drive units to produce a 

volume of music sufficient to bring down the walls of Jericho. 

And the people heard this, and there was great rejoicing. 

TAI'NOY: PROfiLE 
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THE FRONT END 

It's that show time of year: lots 

of products, loads of news. 

l1o Sessions 
A tantalizing mixture of the 

latest and greatest. 

20 Statements 
Audio Research's valve amp 

combo; and reach the top of the 

range in Micromega Stages. 

125 Help! 
If you've got a hi-fi problem 

we've a hi-fi expert's solution. 

131 Write On 
Tell us what's on your mind, 

you could win a sweatshi rt! 

Win one of eight Audio 

Innovations Alto chrome am.ps 

or a £5,000 Quad system. 

COLUMNS 

lit Choice words 
Stan Vincent presents a further 

chapter in his hi-fi musings. 

1 33 21St Century Fox 
As winter approaches, Barry 

reflects on a summer of music 

en plein air. 1 168 Personal 
Messages 
If music be the food of love .. 

Paul falls for another speaker. 

THE REVIEWS 

42 cassette Decks 

Five budget tape decks tested 

by Alvin Gold. 

SS Turntables 
Alan Sircom spins the vinyl on 

some magic roundabouts. 

66DACs 
Eight DACs do battle on Paul 

Miller's test bench. Only the 

fittest can gain a swing tag. 

CHOICE MATTERS 

1 39 Subscriptions 
Guarantee a monthly delivery 

of your favourite mag. 

196 Reader Classified 
The end of the free ad -we've 

crammed them in for you to 

search out that bargain. 

198 Reader Offers 
Smart ideas for the audiophile 

who has almost everything. 

BUYER'S GUIDE 

103 The Hi-Fi Choice 
Buyer's Guide 

Updated each month-if it's 

hi-fi then its listed here. 

139 The Hi-Fi Choice 
Directory 

Any current product tested by 

Choice gets a mention. 

Best Buys and Recommendeds 
Products that make the grade are awarded Hi-Fi Choice's 
unique Best Buy or Recommended accolades. This sets 
them apart as being capable of a higher standard of fidelity 
than average at a particular price. 

A product carrying the Best Buyswingtag is significantly 
better than the alternatives in its price band. lt is of 

excellent quality and very good value for money. 
Watch out for this logo.lt is your guarantee of quality. 

Recommended products are also very good, but not quite in 
the same league as Best Buys. Despite being runners up, 
they are definitely worth considering, as they may prove 
more compatible in some systems. 
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CHOICE WORDS 

From EAR to eternity ... 
Y 

ou hold in your hands an artefact 

commonly described by experts as a 

'bumper issue'. Thanks to a 

fortuitous alignment of the planets and a lot 

of hard work, this month sees the long

awaited second edition of the Enlightened 
Audio Review (known as EAR to its friends). 

This exquisitely hand-tooled publication, 

brainchild of esteemed Deputy 

Edjason Kennedy, became a cult 

item overnight on its first 

publication back in May 1994. 

Quite simply, it is a unique and 

essential contribution to the 

canon of hi-fi literature, and 

together with Choice, 
guarantees you quite 

stupendous entertainment 

value for the month ahead. 

We certainly had lots of fun 

putting it together. 

Wooah! I said the 'f word 

there, having temporarily 

forgotten that 'fun' is a 

dangerous concept in hi-fi. 

I'd forgotten because of my unswerving 

belief that a good system gives greater access 

to the music, and music is a medium which 

communicates emotion. So a good system 

means a stronger emotional link with the 

bass and treble, and unless one favours 

Mahler or Slayer, music tends to be a 

positive, happy experience. Ipso facto, good hi

fi equals fun. 

There's more to it than just the music, 

though. Hi-fi is a participation sport for 

players at all levels: moving speakers to get 

the best sound; experimenting with 

interconnect cables; designing and building 

valve amps- all of these are qualifYing 

activities. Hi-fi is a recreational activity done 

without the duress of external deadlines or 

imposed performance standards. With hi-fi 

you're your own boss. 

So where's the catch?Well, alarm bells 

start ringing if, in the course of preaching to 

the unconverted, hi-fi fun becomes hi-fi 

frivolity. I was reminded of this fact walking 

around the recent Live 94 show at Earl's Court 

(it was a great event, well attended, and we'll 

bring you a full report next month). It's at 

shows like Live 94 where Joe and Joanna 

Public are confronted with red-blooded real 

hi-fi for the first time. And they don't want to 

know how well the CD machine plays COs, 

because they're probably too astounded to 

discover it plays CDs in the first place. How 

will they understand the sheer, 

unadulterated fun of top-quality music 

when they're entranced by the 

open/close button? It's all 

too easy for good hi-fi to 

become just another 

gadget, unless beginners 

learn that the value of the 

black box is what comes out 

of it, not what it looks like. 

To understand this fact, 

the Public family needs to 

hear the gear- and I only 

hope that our Live 94 system 

seminars did something to 

help in this respect. Over the 

course of the event we proved to 

more than 900 people how 

sound improves when you spend 

more money- and already the letters are 

rolling in offering helpful suggestions for 

dems at next year's show. 

I believe this a key point, and I'd welcome 

more correspondence on the matter. Was 

Live 94 a good or bad show for real hi-fi lovers? 

What did you think of our dem.onstration? 

What would you like to see next year? My 

mail tray lies empty in quivering 

anticipation ... 

Finally, I'm sure that long-term readers 

will join me in wishing a fond farewell to big

hearted publisher and former editor Andy 

Benham, who is 

leaving Hi-Fi Choice 
for the heady 

world of fishing 

magazines 

(allegedly). From 

trouser-flapping 

bass to sea bass, 

one might say ... 

Stan Vincent 





New Quad 
integrated! 

Never known for rushing out a new 

product, Quad is calling the new 

£595 77 integrated amplifier the first 

product in its 21st Century range. 

The 77 can deliver over So Watts 

into an eight Ohm load, and has two 

line-level inputs plus a tape circuit as 

standard. However, the 77 is also 

fitted with the new Quadlink bus, to 

be used in combination with the new 

£250 Quad remote ( which looks like 

a Nintendo Game Boy). This affords 

the 77 a degree of flexibility seldom 

seen in hi-fi, yielding an effectively 

limitless number of in- and outputs. 

The Quad remote can also control 

any next-generation Quad 
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component, and by virtue of its two

way communication facility, will be 

able to display prime functions on its 

LCD panel. The Quad link bus carries 

digital and analogue signals, plus 

system commands and even HT for 

low powered units, making the 

system both future-proofed and 

ideal for multi-room applications. 

On the technical front, Quad has 

abandoned its current-dumping 

amplifier circuit (as used in every 

Quad power amplifier of the past 20 

years) in favour of a revised circuit 

topology, although full technical 

details are unavailable as yet. 

e Quad (0480) 52561 

Ruark makes 
a knight move 
One of the legendary 12 peers 

of Charlemagne's court is back. 

Ruark Acoustics' new speaker 

is named after that knightly 

champion, Paladin. Priced at 

£1 ,099, the Paladin jousts 

between the Talisman and 

Crusader in Ruark's chain-mail· 

monickered range. 

The heavyweight Paladin 

uses a specially-treated 26mm 

fabric dome tweeter and a 

215mm treated paper cone 

mid/bass unit, with a second· 

order crossover network. it's a 

bass-reflex floorstander, in a 

similar style to the Talisman, 

but with a radically-designed 

bracing system for the cabinet, 

which uses a central bulkhead 

brace and shelving to make it 

highly inert. 

Like many floorstanding 

speakers, the Paladin can be 

mass-loaded to bolster the 

bass performance. Ostensibly 

an easy 90dB load, bass is 

claimed to reach down to 38Hz 

in free space conditions. Bi· 

wiring is an option, and as ever 

Ruark's reputation for fine 

cabinetwork stands firm. The 

Paladin is offered in a choice of 

dark walnut, natural oak or 

black ash real-wood veneers. 

e Ruark (0268) 728890 

Polk's wise wedges 
US speaker giant Polk Audio has introduced two new multi· 

application speakers and one dedicated rear channel speaker for 

home cinema use. The M3/l and M5 monitors are based on the 

successful M3 wedge-shaped speaker and are just as versatile, 

they can be used on walls, shelves or ceilings, and are primarily for 

rear channel home cinema use. 

The £220 M311 now sports a Dynamic Balance 133mm bass driver 

and 13mm tweeter, all encased within a subtly restyled cabinet. The 

£300 M5 uses a 165mm bass driver and 25mm dome tweeter in a 

slightly larger box. 

Polk's all-new LS f/x speaker is designed specifically for rear

channel use in a home cinema package. The £449 LS f/x is timbre 

matched to suit Polk's CS350·LS centre speaker and other models 

in its LS range, with two 115mm mid/bass drivers and two 25mm 

trilaminate metal dome tweeters per speaker. The drivers are fitted 

to opposing slanting baffles, and the speaker is switchable 

between bipolar and dipolar operation. 

The fix speaker comes with a 

integral mounting system, which 

allows it to be used with baffles facing 

up or down, and the whole unit can be 

fitted to an optional wall bracket for 

the last word in precise rear-channel 

image location. The f/x will be 

available in black or white. 

e Polk UK (0727) 827311 



Rogers 
roll-out 
Rogers has announced several 
new products for the new 
season. At £199, the new LS1 is 
Rogers' cheapest speaker to 
date, and is designed to be a 
crossover performer for use 
with both real hi·fi components 
and up-market midi systems. 

The refle·x-ported design 
features a 19mm plastic dome 
tweeter allied to a 125mm 
paper bass/mid unit, with an 
average rated sensitivity of 
85dB and a six Ohm nominal 
impedance, which should 
present no problem for the 
majority of solid-state 
amplifiers. The LS1 is the first 
Rogers speaker to feature an 
injection-moulded front baffle. 

Although Rogers has been 
known as a loudspeaker 
manufacturer for many years, it 
used to have an awesome 
reputation as an amplifier 
manufacturer, too, with 
products like the Cadet valve 
amp. After a long break, Rogers 
has introduced the £985 RS4 

integrated amplifier and £1,575 
RS2/RS6 pre/power combo. 

The high-current 75 Watt RS4 

is a line-only integrated 
amplifier in a heavyweight 
aluminium case. The pre/power 
combination ups the power 
output to 110 Watts per 
channel, while bringing the 
maximum current from 20 
Amps to 30. Both amps provide 
a comparatively high damping 
factor, and offer four inputs and 
a tape monitor circuit. 

The new Studio range has 
been completed by the addition 
of the £1,500 Studio 9 

floorstanding loudspeaker. This 
new three-way design is one of 
Rogers' most efficient to date, 
with a claimed sensitivity of 
91 dB and a impedance of four 
Ohms. The new Studio 9 is still 
in the final engineering phase, 
so full details are few and far 
between, but the reflex design 
uses two of Rogers' 165mm 
polypropylene mid/bass drivers 
driven in parallel, as in the 
Studio 5, allied to the Studio 

7's 25mm Scanspeak fabric· 
dome tweeter. 

Finally, Rogers has produced 
a subwoofer for the ever· 
popular LS3/5a loudspeaker. 
Called the AB1, the £450 sub 
doubles up as a flush-mounting 
stand for the speaker and 
extends the bass of the classic 
monitor to realistic depths. 
a Swisstone 081·640 2172 

Revolver reborn 
with a bang 
Originally one of the great marques in budget turntables, the Revolver name is 

now reappearing on a range of three compact loudspeakers, the trading name 

having been bought by Manchester's Ram UK in March of this year. 

The three speakers are ingeniously named after famous guns. The cheapest 

Revolver is the £99.95 Beretta, named after a semi-automatic pistol. This is a 

reflex-loaded two-way design, with a 13omm paper-coned bass/mid driver and 

10mm soft-dome tweeter. The 3.7kg bookshelf speaker has a claimed 

sensitivity of 87dB and a six-Ohm characteristic impedance, so any 30-80 Watt 

amplifier should be able to deal with them capably. 

The £149.95 Colt, named after the classic Peacemaker revolver of the Wild 

West, swaps the 10mm tweeter for a 19mm PVC dome, which is said to improve 

the power handling and sensitivity of the speaker. Bi-wiring terminals are also 

included in an otherwise identical package. Both speakers are designed to 

work on Ram's dedicated £69.95 RS151cm speaker stand, which can be mass 

loaded to improve bass performance. 

Finally, the floorstanding £249.95 Purdey is, of course, named after a 

manufacturer of bespoke shotguns. This uses a similar configuration of drive 

units except for an improved magnet system on the bass driver, which once 

again raises the speaker's power handling to 120 watts.ln addition, the cabinet 

includes a compartment to allow mass loading, and the cabinet is fully isolated 

from its plinth by a cone isolation system. 

a RAM UK 061-866 8108 

Denon's logic 
Denon's popular 0-90, 0-110 and 0-

250 mini systems have been 

upgraded at a stroke, with the launch 

of the matching £4ooAVC-77 Pro

logic processor. Styled to match the 

three systems, 

theAVC-77 

runs from the 

processor 

in/out 

terminals 

fitted to the 

three models. 

it can take up to three audio/video 

inputs plus output for a video 

recorder, and monitor output for the 

TV video signal. 

The new AVC-77 includes full 

Dol by Pro-logic plus Hall, Live and 

Simulated surround modes. There 

are also normal, wide and phantom 

modes for various configurations of 

front-speaker channels. 

0 

To blend into 

the D-series 

amps, theAVC-

77 has a built-in 

30 Watt centre 

channel and 

2x15 Watt rear 

channel amps. 

The unit also comes with a remote 

control, and could easily be used as 

an add-on processor for any system, 

not just aD-series Denon. 

a Hoyden Labs (0753) 888447 

Update 

IN BRIEF 
Power-amplifier specialist Chord 
Electronics has introduced a pre
amplifier. The £5,129 remote con
trol CPA 4000 is a line-only preamp 
with an optional phono stage and 
fully balanced socketry. Chord is 
also in the process of producing a 
range of Electra Acoustics loud· 
speakers in association with 
Munro. a (0622) 764874 

TDl has produced two new loud
speakers: the £179.95 NFM2 is a 
compact, two way, twin-bass-driver 
design with a centrally-mounted 
tweeter. There's also a shielded 
version, the £99.95 NFM2-S, 
available singly for use as an AV 
centre channel. The RTL4 is a size
able transmission line affair weigh
ing in at 93omm high and £649.95; 
it features a pair of 222mm bass 
drivers either side of a soft dome 
tweeter. a (0494) 441191 

Technics has launched the £450 
SA-GX670L AV receiver which, 
aside from offering 6oW on all 
three front channels and a 38-key 
remote, has a feature called Help 
which, via a scrolling display, aids 
elimination of basic gremlins. 
a (0344) 853943 

QED is giving away £40 of cable 
with its new Digit Plus package. 
The Digit DAC is now accompanied 
by Digiflex digital and /neon Gold 
analogue interconnects and still 
costs £139. a (0276) 451166 

Spectra Dynamics' Powerpads 
come in four sizes, cost £9.95 a 
pair and are designed to reduce 
standing waves and resonances for 
car audio enthusiasts. 
a 0745 5716oo 

Audio Vision '94 
The popular Northern Hi·Fi and 
Video Show is now known as Audio 
Vision '94. Sponsored by Cleartone, 
Audio Vision '94 will be held at 
Manchester's G-M EX exhibition hall 
on October 28th, 29th and 30th. 
Admission is £3.50 per 
person, but if you have •. � 
saved the coupons 
from the last two 
month's issues, -

simply cut and collect the 
coupon from this month's issue of 
Hi-Fi Choice. The complete set of 
coupons allows admission for the 
holder and one other person for the 
price of one, saving £3.50. 

GET TWO AUDIO VISION '94 

TICKETS FOR THE PRICE OF 

ONE/ 

Coupon 3 - November 1994-

Name 

Address 
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Ramada Show Report 

Heath row the hard way 
Alan Sircom rounds up the Ramada Show 

D 
espite the Saturday morning 

power-cut, despite the 

wholesale move to Live '94 

by mainstream companies including 

Arcam, KEF, Sony and Tannoy, this 

year's Heath row Romodo Hi-Fi Show 

still featured a brace of new and 

fascinating products from all over 

the world. 

The hi-fi mainstream was catered 

for by Pioneer and Panasonic, 

followed by well-known European hi-fi 

companies like Monitor Audio and 

Micromega. The former was displayed 

the new Gold System Series 900 MAG 

range. This comprises three stereo 

speakers and a CC900 centre channel 

which uses the world's first Gold 

Anodised Alloy woofers and has more 

gold than you'd ever need. 

Micromega, on the other hand, has 

beefed up its understated Stage range 

(as tested in Statements this issue). 

Also new from this company are the 

Drive 1 and Drive 2 CD transports and 

matching DA converter, Wove 1 FM 

tuner and heavily upgradable Tempo 1 

integrated amplifier. A ph ono stage 

and on-board Pro-Logic decoder card 

are in the pipeline. 

Kitchen table hi-fi 
This year's show was most notable for 

the profusion of one-off valve 

amplifiers, appearing from new 

manufacturers. it seemed that anyone 

with a few quid and the Radio 

Designer's Handbook had knocked 

together a 300B amplifier on the 

kitchen table. 

However, there were several 

designs that were worthy of note, 

among them the comparatively new 

Arion valve amplifiers from Northern 

Ireland. These have taken on a bright 

new look, featuring a chrome chassis 

sitting on four black cubes. The current 

Elektra line integrated is now 

complemented by the new style Export 

as a phono or line-only integrated or 

Eos pre/power versions, a beefed-up 

so Watt Tycho power amp and the 10 

Watt To/os line or ph ono integrated or 

Triton power amplifier. 

Audio Innovations were showing 

an anniversary version of the popular 

Series Boo amplifier, sporting silver 

circuitry, trim and restyled graphics. 

However, this classic paled against 

the drop-dead styling of the new Alto 

CD player and pre/power, especially 

in the chrome finish. The Delto-Sigma 

based player is styled to match the 

Alto range, and its tear-shaped CD 

tray drew more appreciative glances 

than almost any other product at the 

show. A pair of two-way speakers 

should be available by next Spring_ 

Other solid state masterpieces 

included the new Chimera amplifier 

range, plus the £10,500 Krell KPS-2oi 

CD player and f18,ooo KAS 2, whose 

power dials bathed the room in a 

pale blue glow, while A Vi were 

displaying the cut-down 18-bit £899 

S2oooMCII CD player and woW 

S2oooMIIine integrated amplifier, 

that comes complete with remote 

control for £799. 

Big is beautiful 
The boldest and most extreme range 

came from Touch Of Class A, 

displaying a range of hot-running, 

cool-sounding solid-state amplifiers, 

ranging from 20Watt to 3ooWatt with 

marble front panels. I casually asked 

TOCA's designer if he had anything 

larger than the 1-4m tall 1ooWatt 

Single Ended Class A amp. So he 

showed me the 300 Watter, standing 

over 1.7m tall, containing 30 power 

MOSFETs, with reservoir capacitance 

of nearly half a Farad and giving off 

more heat than a small cooker! The 

price-tag is as leading-edge as the 

product, at nearly £2o,ooo a pair. 

Sadly, someone took a shine to 

TOCA's products and relieved the 

company of all bar the vast 300 Watter 

before the first public show day. 

Pink Triangle showed off its 

Cardinal CD transport and production 

samples of the Ventricol speakers. 

The Cardinal- expected to be about 

£ 750-is the world's first entirely 

HDCD-compatable device and can be 

supplied as a dedicated transport, 

with a built-in cooking DAC for £1,ooo 

or with a built-in Ordinal for f1.350 

and should be in the stores by 

Christmas. The £845 Ventrical 

speaker now uses Infinity's EMIT 

tweeter and was making one of the 

best sounds of the show. 

There were interesting sounds 

coming from the Exposure/Pear Audio 

room. The two were showing off 

Exposure's new XIVpreamp with IX 

power supply, for £3,000 and £4,000 

XVI dual phase woW monobloks and 

making intense reggae bass noises 

from a Well-Tempered Classic 

turntable and a pair of Shahinian 

Obelisk speakers. 

The only big room to make 

noteworthy sounds was Path Premier 

-the rest seemed hampered by the 

tissue-thin hotel walls. Path were 

showing the EISA Award winning Mark 

Levinson No 38 preamp and the new 

Lyra Clovis DC cartridge fitted to a 

Roksan TMS. Even more interesting 

was the weird but wonderful £4,900 

Fina/1.2 full-range electrostatic 

loudspeaker from Holland, a cleverly 

designed speaker that appears 

mechanically well grounded. Path 

also had static displays of the new 

Proceed high-end AV range and the 

new f250 Audio Alchemy VAC-in-the

box ph ono stage. 

Strange, rare and peculiar 
The lunatic fringe was well catered for, 

especially for vinyl. Max Townshend, 

as well as showing the complete 

range of Credo solid-state amplifiers 

and loudspeakers, showed a 

prototype of the motorised Excolibur 

tonearm. This will adjust almost every 

angle automatically and even comes 

supplied with a remote control so that 

you can adjust the VTA from the 

comfort of your sofa. 

But the laurels must go to 

Audiofreaks, now importing Card as 

cables and the Shun Mook tuning 

range, including the £900 Record 

Clamp, who also showed the massive 

and seriously adjustable Sp}tonearm. 

Hewn from titanium and stainless 

steel, the Dutch Sp}weighs in at over 

3kg and about £s.soo. This arm, 

designed by an Armenian woman 

living in Holland, sports some of the 

most excessive engineering around, 

making it the tonearm for 

Thunderbirds fans. Audiofreaks were 

also showing the superbly made 

German Klimo valve amplifiers, the 

£3,500 Paragon Regent 

loudspeakers, McCormack digital and 

analogue electronics and the vast 

Muse subwoofer, along with all the 

latest conrad-johnson electronics and 

even a SME turntable with a gold

plated arm base. 

Pretentiousness of the show award 

must go to DPA Digital for its 

Renaissance and Enlightenment 

ranges of electronics, named after the 

two Golden Ages of Western 

Civilisation. However, the 40Watt 

Renaissance integrated amp and one 

box CD player look set to bring DPA 

products to a new entry-level and will 

sound great while you're adding a 

touch of Dulux Vinyl Silk emulsion to 

the ceiling of the Sistene Chapel. 

Finally, top marks to Alchemist for 

the ultimate accessory of the show

a pair of ear plugs, fitted to a card 

inviting you to avoid hearing damage 

by visiting the Alchemist room.lts 

visually stunning new range of 

products didn't sound bad, even 

without the ear plugs ... 
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Choice 

The latest products, the best recordings and our own point of view on the most 
interesting developments to hit the hi-fi scene. Concise reports by the Choice team. 

PHONO EQUALISER 

Rotel 
RQ-970BX 

0 Bright and dean, 

especially on MM; good 

detailing. 

0 A little overtaxed 

dynamically by a 

mid-range MC. 

I 
thought vinyl replay was 

going to become a forgotten 

art. I thought I would be one 

of a select coterie with an LP 

collection worth selling at 

Sotheby's to fund my retirement. 

Just as I thought all these things, 

Rote! pops up with an affordable 

add-on phono stage, so the hoi 

polloi can play records again. 

Has this company no respect for 

snobbery or elitism? They even 

call it an 'Equaliser'. 

Rote!, being Rote!, has, 
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however, indulged in its own 

brand of electronic elitism, 

scattering the circuit board with 

Nichicon and Rubycon caps, 

Analog Devices op amps and 

Roederstein resistors. Even the 

phono sockets are gold-plated. 

The equaliser has good mid

range detail, speedy and well

con trolled rhythm, and strong 

but not over-emphasised bass. 

Violins were a bit on the thin side, 

and harmonics restrained, but 

the RQ970BX made a brave stab at 

separating the woodwind 

instruments- a feat beyond 

some of its more expensive rivals. 

Added to this is an impressive 

amount of depth and ambience 

making the MC performance, 

using my M0rch da Capo, highly 

respectable. 

With a Gold ring 1042GX 

mounted, MM performance was 

adept, bright and vivacious. 

Instmmen ts had a purer tone 

and more dynamics, although 

images left and 1ight were 

squeezed together against the 

more even spread gained with 

the moving coil. Certainly with 

the mm cartridge, the Rote! 

holds its own ve1y well against 

more expensive competition. The 

Gold ring has strong bass anyway, 

which was tight and well defined 

through the Rotel's circuitry. 

The money spent on an MC 

stage yields a less restricted 

treble with a more fluid top end. 

Comparing vinyl to CD, on MC 

the RQ:970BX produced about SO 

per cent of the inherent 

recording quality; on MM around 

90 per cent. Not perfect, but a 

bargain when the next best rival, 

the EAR834P, costs twice as much 

and when the Rote! is better than 

most existing or optional in

board stages which seldom come 

much cheaper. It's also so quiet it 

makes most inboard phono 

stages sound like steam engines. 

Eric Braithwaite 

Gamepath, 25 Heath field, Stacey 

Bushes, Milton Keynes, MK12 6HR. 

� (0908) 317707 

Hang on to your 
LPs, this one's 
worth playing 

them again for -
Rotel's good value 

RQ-970BX. 

INFRA-RED HEADPHONES 

Sony 
MDR-IF610K 
0 First-rate cordless 'phones 

that meet or exceed every 

reasonable expectation of 

a cordless model. 

0 Still no match for good 

conventional headphones 

at much lower prices. 

ere is an exception to a 

seemingly inviolable H rule: an excellent infra

red head phone that doesn't cost 

a fortune. It costs quite a lot, but 

not a fortune. 

Unusually, the phones are 

rechargeable, with built-in nicad 

batteries and charging circuits 

allowing up to 15 hours use 

between charges. The charger 

also powers the transmitter 

when the 'phones are in use. You 

could always buy a second power 

supply if this is inconvenient. 

TI1e Sony is an excellent 

pe1fom1er, much better 

than most cordless 

models. Reception 

quality is near faultless, 

with virtually no reception 

blackspots- probably 

because there are no less 

than four infra-red receptors. 

Other!R headphones, witl1just 

one or two receptors, perform less 

consistently in the same room. 

Even more striking is the 

comfort. These are no 

lightweights, but tl1e 

combination of soft felt -covered 



infra-red 
headphones you 
can afford 
from Sony. 

circum aural earpads, and a very 

softly-sprung inner locating 

band that sits around the head, 

makes the Sorry feel genuinely 

sumptuous, while the semi

open construction helps keep 

the ears cool. 

Although I like this 

head phone it is not al! plain 

sailing. First impressions were 

that it is extremely clear and 

detailed, but one reason for this 

is a sharp mid-high frequency 

response peak which led to some 

quite strong sibilance at times. 

At high volumes, this sibilance 

tended to splash across the 

channels, which made the 

sound momentarily very 

uncomfortable. However, I did 

detect some toning down of this 

problem as the phones ran in. 

This was the only point to mar 

the Sorry's perfom1ance. The 

mid band especially is pure and 

sweet, with excellent resolving 

power. The bass is also well 

controlled, and generally passed 

without comment. Background 

noise levels were as low as I have 

heard from an infra-red 

head phone, and roughly 

comparable to a cassette deck 

with Dol by C, and the overall 

result was highly articulate and 

enjoyable. I found it was feasible 

to cope with low volume settings, 

which is always a good sign. 

AlvlnGold 

Sony UKLtd, The Heights, 

Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey 

KT13 OXW. m (0932) 816000 

0 Superbly-finished 

speakers; dean, open well

balanced sound; good value. 

0 Sand/lead filling 

mandatory; lightweight 

bass; slightly ragged at 

frequency extremes. 

I 
love the smell ofMDF in the 

morning. It smells of 

carpentry. Standing 850mm 

tall in its stocking spikes, you get 

a great deal ofMDF with the 

£599 floorstanding Keswick 

Audio Research Volante 

loudspeaker. It's wrapped in a 

beautifully-finished mahogany 

or cherrywood veneer, that 

wouldn't look out of place on a 

speaker ten times the price. For 

£50 less, the Volante can also be 

had in black-satin finish, but 

once you see the veneered 

Volante, you'll pay the extra 

without question. 

A straightforward, ported, 

two-way speaker design, with a 

1 70mm doped paper cone 

bass/mid driver and 19mm 

plastic dome tweeter, the Volante 

is essentially only slightly larger 

than an Epos ES11 with a built-in 

stand. A claimed sensitivity of 

90dB/1 wjlm and eight ohm 

impedance makes it an easy 

speaker to drive, although the 

suggested maximum sound 

pressure level ofllOdB means 

that it will never manage to 

raise the roof in a large room. 

However, the speaker is more 

than comparable with its peers 

in this respect. 

Start with the speakers toed in 

slightly and about 150mm-

200mm from the rear wall, then 

experiment freely. As it stands, 

the 14.2kg Volante is slightly top 

heavy, but there is a section in 

the bottom of the speaker that 

can be filled with lead shot or 

dry (silver) sand. I'd suggest that 

KAR take this a stage further and 

produce a heavyweight plinth in 

the manner ofLinn's Keilidh to 

lower the centre of gravity and 

create a wider, more stable 

footprint. 

Although a ported design, the 

Volante's resonance is very 

unobtrusive and the overall 

performance is clean and open, 

especially in the mid-range. This 

throws up high levels of detail, 

defining subtle textures and 

nuances in vocals and mid-range 

instruments. This informative 

nature extends somewhat into 

the higher ranges, although the 

extreme treble is slightly 

forward and zingy. Stereo 

imagery is unboxy, throwing a 

wide, deep and believable 

soundstage. 

T11ere is only one real 

drawback: the Volante is rather 

bass-shy. In a small room, the 

lack of deep bass poses no 

problems. But regardless of the 

mass-loading used, the Volante 

will never play the sort of sub

sanies associated with church 

organs and bass synths. 
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MS 
No Phase Cancellations 

The conventional mid-bass 

unit dust cap has been 

replaced with a phase plug. 

The path length is calculated to 

eradicate phase cancella

tions and give excellent 

dispersion across the criti

cal middle frequencies. 

Low coloura tion baffles 

have been a design priority 

in all Music Series loudspeak

ers. On the MSlO, MS20 and 

MS30 this has been achieved 

with mica-filled polypropylene 

tensioned with steel tie rods. 

On the MS40 and MS50, 

a 30mm du�l material 

composite baffle has pro

duced an extremely rigid 

structure. 

M u s 

Exclusive 

Controlled high frequen

cy performance is achieved 

thanks to a 25mm alumini

um dome tweeter designed 

and built by Mordaunt

Short. 

The ultra thin metal 

diaphragm and compres

sion moulded rubber sur

round are mounted on an 

elliptical low resonance 

chassis, utilising a high 

temperature voice coil with 

liquid cooling and damping. 

Making Music 

Music first. Music sec

ond. Music whichever way 

you listen to it. With the 

Music Series, Mordaunt

Short is making music more 

naturally than ever before. 

The masters of music are 

c 

MCS TECHNOlOGY 

� 
ACCURATE PWORMANCE 

lOWCOlOURAIION 

PlUG ON GRillES 

lOWDIFFRACIION 

DUAl TERMINAlS 

Wewillbepleased 
tosendyou a Music 
Series brochure on 
request, together 
with the address of 
your nearest dealer. 

PSHIRE -P09 lJS· TEL 0705 407722-FAX 0705 400099 



Finger-licking 
good- candy 
coloured cables 
from XLO, the 
Phooo and Pho. 

However, if you can live without 

really deep bass, what you get is 

a very neutral and seriously 

enjoyable loudspeal<er that can 

cope with a wide range of 

musical styles. 

Putting the Vo!ante into 

perspective, it won't challenge 

speakers like the Quad 

Electrostatic and hasn't the bass 

performance to cope with large 

rooms or dub reggae fans. But, 

the speakers' sheer honesty may 

well win out with many listeners. 

At this price, most Hi-Fi Choice 

reviewers have their own pet 

floorstander:Jason Kennedy has 

the hot-rodded Dali 103, AJvin 

Gold the Mission 753, while Paul 

Messenger favours the Linn 

Keilidh.l would have to say the 

Volante is my addition to this list. 

If only for the cabinet and finish 

alone, the excellent Vo!ante 

speakers would be great 

material value for money. 

AlonSircom 

KeswickAudio Research, 54 Coach 

Road, Outwood, Wakefield, West 

Yorkshire WF1 3EX. 

\:: {0924) 870606 

MAINS (ABLE 

XLO 
PL1000/PL10 

component. 

0 Rather too expensive for 

all but the most high-end 

f the Americans know 

anything it's how to give 

something sex appeal. XLO 

has done just that with these 

two expensive candy-coloured 

mains cables that look good 

enough to eat. TI1e green one is 

called the PL1000 and costs £61 

for three terminated feet, and 

the even shinier purple one, the 

PL10, costs a committed £125 for 

the same length. 

The difference between the 

two (apart from the cosmetics) is 

revealed by opening up the MK 

mains plugs. TI1e PL1000 uses 

thick stranded copper cables for 

positive and negative, with two 

thinner earth leads and a shield 

that appears to be connected at 

both ends, but is in fact free 

floating. TI1e PL10, on the other 

hand, has two leads on each 

terminal, and those that carry 

and return the juice are tin 

plated copper, likewise the PL10 

has a terminated shield. Both 

are soldered onto the 

connection in the IEC plug at 

the other end. 

I tried both with a Clock Two'd 

Cambridge CD3 CD player and 

compared them with 

alternative fancy mains cables 

from Sonic Link and RATA. 

Fortunately, for the much 

dearer XLO cables, they 

acquitted themselves very well. 

Taking the green PL1 000 first, 

this outshone the competition 

with its wealth of high 

frequency detail, revealing 

harmonics and ambient 

information in an enthusiastic 

and dynamic fashion- the 

RATA especially seemed dull by 

comparison. 

After the exuberance of the 

1000, the PL10 was better 

focused and more powerful at 

low frequencies, allowing the 

CD player to achieve greater 

resolution and control. There 

were times, however, when the 

extra life and energy of the 1000 

was more appealing, so if you 

find your system a tad 

conservative add a length of 

PL1 000 for a more upbeat 

sound. 

I had a go with myVoyd's 

power supply too, and the 

results were similar. The PL1000 

sounded relatively lean and live 

next to the solidity of the PL10. 

Notably, the Sonic Link also 

managed the solidity bit, but 

lagged on absolute resolution. 

These cables are made for fine 

tuning serious systems, and 

though they'll help more basic 

set-ups your money would be 

better spent on another layer of 

Mana table or a better 

interconnect. 

Joson Kennedy 

Wollaton Audio, 134 Parkside, 

Wollaton, Nottingham NG8 2NP. 

\:: {0602) 284147 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 

Harbeth 
Compact? 

0 Big, dynamic, rich sound; 

great attention to detail; 

defies the size of its 

cabinets. 

0 Cumbersome rather 

old-fashioned size 

T 
he Harbeth Compact 7 

loudspeaker was big in 

Japan from the moment it 

was launched there last Easter. 

And at 51 cm tall, 27cm wide and 

30cm from back to front, it's 

pretty big here, too, for a stand

mounted speaker. It must be 

'compact' in the An1erican, 

rather than English sense. 

Despite this fact, the Compact 7 

is far from a gas guzzler, turning 

out more than adequate sound 

pressure levels even fi·om a 45-

WattAura V-80. With a pair of 

Michell Alecto monobloks the C7s 

delivered a realistic orchestral 

sound with almost full-scale live 
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dynamics. The astonishing 

depth ofSteven Isserlis's solo 

cello in Tavern er's Eternal 

Memory and the drum tracks on 

burbling Bji:irk's Human 

Behaviour caused spasms to 

occur in the small intestine. Yet 

there was great subtlety and 

delicacy; the pressure of bow on 

string was nearly as visible as 

with an electrostatic 

loudspeaker. 

While throb and gristle 

abounded on Kirsty MacColl's 

album, acoustic guitar passages 

were superbly natural and 

rounded. Even her vocal pitch, 

varying from track to track and 

from flat to natural, was caught 

to (im)perfection. And the 

Compact 7s had time for time

keeping, with the ability to 

think sufficiently fast enough to 

portray the tiniest tinkling 

transient or harmonic, however 

busy the band. 

l11e Compacts reproduced a 

picture with a breadth and 

depth that defied the size of the 

cabinets and which was akin to 

sitting in the best possible 

concert seat. The sound is quite 

a contrast to the super-

analytical imagery of the LS5/12as, 

also from the Harbeth stable. 

Sometimes, however. there was a 

momentary tell-tale box-speaker 

and crossover confusion during 

busy orchestral passages in the 

treble clef. 

But all quibbles are small in a 

speaker which puts scale and 

grandeur first, richness of 

sound second and returns to 

and redefines all that is best 

about the 'British' loudspeaker 

sound.A hundred grands' 

worth of research culminating 

in the new impressively clear 

RADIAL driver, and the fact that 

designer Alan Shaw must have 

gleaned his theory about 

cabinet construction from the 

insides of a Stein way, has 

produced a speaker that 

believes it is twice its size. 

A great juicy sirloin of a 

speaker that makes a lot of rivals 

look like Spam, the Compact 7 is 

built and finished with great 

attention to detail. 

Eric Broithwoite 

HarbethAcoustic Ltd. U nit 1, Bridge 

Rd, Haywards Heath, W Sussex 

RH16 1 UA. � (0444) 440955 

AMPLIFIER 

AuraVA-80 
0 Clean,crisp midrange, 

plenty of detail; 

head phone socket. 

0 Slightly blurry bass; runs 

W
ell, kiss my nappa, 

Zappa. B&W has come 

up with a 

replacement for the Aura VA-50, 

fancifully named the VA-80.1n 

common with more than a few 

amplifiers around these days, 

this is line-level only, on the 

assumption that now Frank's 

works- and nearly everybody 

else's- are all out on CD, vinyl 

can kiss its B-side and say 

goodbye. 

While the VA-80 is minimalist 

down to its single five-source 

selector switch, tape monitor 

button and single volume 

control, in an odd reversion it is 

one of the mere handful of 

amplifiers which fi·onts up its 

facia with a head phone socket. 

Very handy for listening to 

Zenakis on Radio 3 while the kids 

watch ZZ Top on the telly. 

Xenakis's Persephassa 

happened to be on during the 

listening, and via a four-grand 

Burmester tuner (a modern 

Marantz lOB) the Aura produced 

a remarkably rhythmical insight 

into the activities of the six 

percussionists with 

fine detail 

reverberation. 

Most notable 

in the VA-80 is its 

crisp, detailed mid

range, which 

sharpens up and 

tightly focuses voices and 

acoustic instruments 

without any overdue fi·ontal 

projection. Even PJ Harvey's M

Bike vocals stood out more than 

usual from the surrounding 

mash. Unfortunately, this 



crispness of definition didn't 

extend as well into the upper 

and lower extremes. 

The upper harmonics of 

instruments like tablas or 

cymbals, while not particularly 

splashy, tended to sound as if 

composed of slivers. Although the 

treble was well extended, violins 

in the ord1estra were a bit short 

on bulk and body. At the other 

end, particularly on electronic 

drum trad(S, the bass had a 

slightly dull edge which made it 

sound fi·actionally disconnected 

from tlle mid-range. 

Despite this, the Aura can be 

as rhythmical as any bopper 

may desire, as the Xenakis 

demonstrated. Given the Aura's 

non-vinyl genesis, it was odd 

that it constantly reminded me 

of a very good, clean, moving

magnet cartridge. 

T11ere is just one snag: despite 

a plentiful number of 

ventilation slots wide enough 

to drop the odd pin through, 

the Aura runs a tad warm both 

top and bottom, so watch the 

French polish. 

Eric Braithwaite 

B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales) Ltd. 
Marlborough Road, Churchill 
Industrial Est, Lancing, W Sussex 
BN15 8TR. E (0903) 750750 

The Denon 
DCD·B25:a 
dynam le performer 
at a decent price. 

CD PLAYER 

Den on 

DCD-825 

0 Cheap; an excellent, 

dynamic performer full of 

colour and detail. 

0 Not fully convincing at the 

highest level; the display 

is frankly a mess. 

T 
he DCD-825 was conceived, 

claim Denon, to restore 

the company's reputation 

'as a maker of great CD players'. 

The design programme was UK

led and drew heavily on the 

expertise Den on has 

accumulated in the field of high 

gTade low-cost amplifiers. 

T11e player, which has its own, 

unique PCB, features a large, 

multi-tap regulated power 

supply,liberal use of 

'audiophile' passive 

components, and twin Burr

Brown 18-bit DACs fitted with 

Denon's familiar Lambda 

differential output circuit, 

which seeks to eliminate zero 

cross distortion- a shortcoming 

of plain vanilla multibit. 

If perspiration was enough to 

ensure the success of any 

enterprise, then this would be an 

unqualified hit. Many of tlle 

elements are in place.T11e bass, in 

particular, came as a pleasant 

surprise. It sounds strong and 

tuneful. witl1 a propulsive timing 

which drove tlle music along at a 

fine clip.T11is is a genuinely foot

tapping player.T11e treble still 

lacks tlle refinement of a Marantz 

The Aura VA-Bo, 
a crisp, clean option 

for the digital age 
- it's a pity there's 

no phono stage. 

C052SEIT, but only by a small 

margin, and the player sounds 

much more dynamic and alive 

tl1an the Marantz, which is a good 

swap.T11is alone should place it 

near the top of any sul:r£300 

shortlist-and it only costs £220. 

However, I am still not fully 

convinced. I was concerned 

about the way the player shaped 

the music at the extreme ends of 

the range. Take for example tlle 

classic Mitsuko Uchida version 

of the Debussy Etudes, a 

fiercesomely complex set of 

piano studies. As the first study 

began, the Denon built the 

tension and tl1e dY11amics of the 

playing convincingly, but as tl1e 

layers of notes encroached on 

each other, building a sound 

picture seemingly impossible 

for two hands to sustain, tl1e 

Denon began to lose its edge. Its 

discipline and 

control wavered, 

and the carefully 

-judged 

relationship 

between one 

note and tl1e next 

was partially 

dissipated. In this 

same piece, a 

sample of 

Pioneer's PD-802 
(admittedly a much 

more costly player 

at £350) meticulously 

built tl1e tension 

while managing to 

maintain absolute 

control. 

AlvinGold 

Hayden Laboratmies Ltd, 
Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, 

Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 9UG. 
\::(0753}888447 

Hi-Fi Choice November 1994 15 



KEFNEWS 

KEF LAUNCHES FOUR SENSATIONAL 
NEW REFERENCE SERIES MODELS! 

November 1994, Maidstone, Kent.. .. KEF Reference '94 is launched. In an unprecedented move KEF 
Audio (UK) Limited announces details of this year's major hi-fi speaker launch - four superb new KEF 
Reference Series loudspeakers. 
From their quite outstanding cosmetic design to their superb sound quality, they are an absolute must 
for the dedicated and discerning audiophile. 
For those readers who will really appreciate the result of some of the finest hi-fi engineering in the 
world these exciting new Reference Series models, named simply Model One, Model Two, Model 
Three and Model Four, feature: 

• KEF's unique fourth generation Uni-Q® Driver 
• New 'lnterport' Coupled Cavity Bass Loading 

• KEF's acclaimed Decoupled Driver Technology 

• Audiophile Gold Plated Terminal Posts (with Bi-wire facility) 

• High-End Oxygen Free Copper Internal Wiring 
• Gold Plated Solid Brass Feet (with Built-in Spikes) 

• Rigid Plinth Base (can be loaded with lead shot) 

But, of course, the new Reference Series has to be experienced first hand for their full impact to be 
made. If your readers want to be amongst the first to hear a demonstration of the new loudspeakers 
of the year make sure they check out their local KEF dealer. 
The new KEF Reference Series is a comprehensive, beautifully unified family of products 
incorporating the latest generation of KEF's Reference Series technology. 
KEF's most significant product launch for several years is happening now ... 

This story is red hot! 

Approved for immediate publication 
Release ends/November 1994 

KEF Audio (UK) Limited 
Eccleston Road 
Tovil, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 6QP 
Tel: (01 622) 672261 



AMPLIFIER 

Sugden 
Stemfoort 

SF lOO 
0 Excellent, natural

sounding line amplifer; 

hard to better without 

spending a fortune. 

0 Quaint front panel not to 

everybody's taste. 

A 
!though massive in the 

Seventies and Eighties, 
the name ofj E Sugden 

seems to have fallen from grace 

in the UK hi-fi shop. However, if 

you take a world view, you'll 

find that Sugden has simply 

concentrated in developing 

overseas trade, with the result 
that Heclm1ondwicke's finest 

now exports over 90 per cent of 
its products. 

Stemfoort is J E Sugden's elite 
product range, in the same way 

that Daimler is the elite variant 

of jaguar. Originally, Stemfoort 

-which loosely translates to 

"strong voice" -was a Dutch 

company, bought out by Sugden 

in the late Eighties. The £849 
Stemfoort SFl 00 is no re-badged 
Sugden however, but a unique 

100 Watt passive line power 

amplifier designed for the 

purpose. There is also a scaled

down 60 Watt version, the £549 

SF60, and a separate top quality 

phono stage, at about £800 is 

expected soon. 

In essence, it's a lOO Watt 

power amplifier with a passive 

control stage. However, more 

people are going to notice the 

distinctive front panel than the 

internal arc hi tectm·e. The 
SFlOO's thick front panel is 

finished in a thick gloss black, 

with gold lettering and relief 

work. To allow access to the 

control buttons and knobs, the 

thick front panel has to be cut, 

which gives the amplifier a 

Thirties Art Deco look. This style 

provokes strong reactions from 
people, who either love or hate 
the appearance. 

The amplifier itself is a wide 

band design. Sugden claims to 

cover the 6Hz to 150kHz 

frequency range within 3dB 

points, which might go some 

way to explain why the 

amplifier is so adept at handling 
transients and dynamics. 
However, the measurements 

alone do not do the SFlOO justice. 
No on-paper measurement 

could accurately describe the 

smooth, subtle treble, the open 

mid band or the dry, honest bass 

performance. Also, no lab test 

could adequately demonstrate 

just how that much detail is 

retrieved by the amp. 
There are a number of 

amplifiers that are initially 
more impressive, pushing the 

soundstage forward and adding 

a modicum of brightness to the 

performance. Listening to the 

SF100 after such an amplifier it 

initially sounds almost dull, 

but it soon becomes clear that 

the natural sound of the 

amplifier is more honest 

than most. 

Armed with a high-quality 

source, cables and neutral
sounding speakers, the SFlOO is 
excellent at revealing the beauty 
and sense of ambience inherent 

in a recording like the old Decca 

recording of HMS Pinafore. 

Putting the amplifier into 

perspective, the SFlOO will not 

out-perform what I consider to 

be the best amplifiers around

so companies like com·ad
johnson can sleep safely tonight. 
However, even at double the 

cost, I would be hard pushed to 

better the SFlOO in many 

fundamental areas. 

I'm going to nail my colours 

to the mast. The Stemfoort SF100 

is about the best-sounding 
integrated amplifier I've heard 

to date. The few that can 

challenge its performance have 
four-figure price-tags. It has 

enough grunt to drive all bar the 

most difficult of speakers, but 

with the sort of subtlety and 

grace that will challenge refined 

single-ended Class A amplifiers. 

In all, it looks like a star buy. 

AlanSircam 

j E Sugden, Valley Works, Station 

Lane, Heckmondwicke, West 

Yorkshire WF16 ONF. 

2{0924)404088 

An amp well 
worth a listen -

Sugden's 
Stemfoort SF:1ao. 

Rhapsodies 
i.iszt, El1esco, Smetana, and 
Wagner Leopold Stokowski 
il� Livll1' si ere� o�o.2� 6.2.Soj • · · 

I 
f asked to choose a single CD 

to represent the art of the leg

endary conductor Leopold 

Stokowski, this would be the one 

I'd choose. True, Stokowski the 

brilliant transcriber is not repre

sented, but you can't have every

thing! More so than any other con

ductor, Stokowski loved the sound 

of music; he rev

elled in its 

colour and 

vibrancy. just 

listen to the 

sombre, bur

nished depth 

of tone he 

draws from 

the low 

strings at the start of 

Wagner's Act Ill Tristan prelude. 

In Stokowski's hands this piece 

becomes a brooding tone poem of 

unfathomable resonance. liszt's 

Hungarian Rhapsody Na 2 is 

Stokowski at his most extrovert 

and exuberant, with vulgar 

changes of tempo and massive 

surges of tone. 

Similarly exciting is Enescu's 

first Romanian Rhapsody which 

gets a real virtuoso performance. 

Yet Smetana's Moldauis conduct

ed with the utmost care and sen

sitivity, with beautiful orchestral 

playing and a wonderful feeling 

for atmosphere. Rarely will you 

hear it done as well as this. The 

Bartered Bride overture is not 

given a fast and racy performance, 

but again the conductor's care 

over detail is always apparent. 

Not least at the start, where the 

measured tempi allows every note 

to be cleanly articulated. 

Wagner's Tannhauser overture is 

played in its extended Paris ver

sion and Stokowski includes the 

part for chorus. 

Their first entry (17m 58s) is 

pure Wait Disney! Lasting around 

25 minutes, it's a gloriously expan

sive account that is both volup

tuous and vividly exciting. RCA's 

recordings, made in 1960 and 1961, 

sound rich and powerful, with 

excellent clarity and fine detail. In 

one or two climaxes there's evi

dence of tape saturation, but oth

erwise the sound is clean and 

sharply profiled. RCA's original 

Rhapsodies LP is long deleted, but 

vinyl addicts will be pleased to 

know it's scheduled for release 

from Classic Records (minus the 

Wagner items, which came from 

another LP) imminently. 

}lmmy Hughes. 
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The Digital Compact Cassette When it comes to 

sound quality, for Sting "good" just isn't good enough. He demands that his music IS 

reprod�ced perfectly. That's why he is so impressed with Philips latest invention. DCC. 

A digital cassette with the pure sound quality of a compact disc and the convenience 

of a compact cassette. There's a complete range of equipment, so you can play your 

DCC anywhere, in the home, in the car or on the street. And don't worry about your 

collection of ordinary compact cassettes, the beauty of the DCC system is that it will play them too. DCC is already a big hit with the 

major record companies with hundreds of titles already available. So don't make a mistake, choose DCC. For details of stockists and 

_JDIGITAL 
further information telephone 081-665 6350. C.:CC 

COMPACT CASSETTE 

DCC 600 Player/Recorder 

FW 91 DCC System 

DCC 130 Portable 
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io Researc 

LSZ VT60 
Alan Sircom takes a look at an American valve 
amplifier combination which melts his heart but not 
his Ben and )erry's ice-cream. 

I 
t's very easy to knock a company 

when it's on top. Take Audio 

Research, for exam.ple. TI1e compa

ny has been going for nearly a quarter 

of a century, making it one of the old

est surviving American high-enders. 

Usually, such companies fall back on 

pastreputation and the latest products 

reflect a certain conservatism- a hard

ening of the orthodoxies, if you like. 

Audio Research built its reputation 

on high-end valve (tube) preamps and 

power amps in the American style.ln 

the past, it made massive products with 

a sound to match. In more recent years, 

however,ARC has moved towards solid

state products which have been both 

more neuu·al and less characterfi.Il than 

the previous valve products. 

Now, though, ARC is back on form, 

doing what it does best with all-valve 

products like the LS7line preamplifier, 

and VT60 power amplifier. These are 

Audio Research's lowest price 'entry 

level' products, costing well under 
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£4,000 for the pair. They could not be 

more straightforward, as there is no bal

anced input or output,no tape monitor 

and no phono stage. The £1,520 preamp 

uses four 6922 double triode valves, set 

in Class A, single-ended operation. As 

well as keeping the circuit compara

tively uncomplicated, this also means 

that replacement valves do not need to 

be critically matched. 

The front panel reflects the LS7's sim

plicity. Unlike the Knobs-R-Us style of a 

classic preamp like the ARC SP11 or 

SP14, theLS7hasjust a greenLED, a vol

ume (gain) control, a channel selector 

and a pair of toggle switches to denote 

power and signal muting. All the cas

ing- especially with that CNC-milled 

front panel - is first rate, putting 

many a British product several times 

the price to shame. The ergonomics 

and sheer solid feel of the LS7 make it 

a joy to use. The typical macho ARC 

style will not appeal to everybody, 

however, and thosewho dislike having 

The naked amp: 
the ARC LS7 /VT6o 
combo provides 
the light in 
Alan's life and 
living-room. 

living rooms that resemble the radio 

room ofHMS Belfast may well want to 

steer clear. 

The VT60 is a more radical departure 

from the usual ARC style. For one thing 

it's small- both in power and stature, 

looking rather like a small Radford or 

Dynaco Stereo 70. It also has a footprint 

that breaks away from the 19 inch rack 

mount seen in almost every other 

amplifier, and two matched pairs of 

6550 output tubes under the grille. At 

first, theSOWattpower-output wor

ried me, as low-powered American 

amplifiers seldom cut the mustard 

compared to the best of British (and 

vice versa). Often US amp manufac

turers try to produce 50 Watters 

with near endless current deliv

ery, and in the process turn them 

into a sludgy-sounding kilowatt 

amp. Fortunately, though, I had no 

need to worry. 

When firing up either product, it 

is best to give it about 20-30 min

utes to warm-up, by which time 

the sound quality will improve 

immeasurably. It then continues 

to improve subtly for the next 

hour or so. A good benchmark is 

when the grille of the VT60 

becomes too hot to touch; at that 

point, you have a super corn bina

tion on your hands. 

The Audio Research LS7(VT60 

amplifier combination has a sat

isfYing quality which is so rare 

at any price, but at under four 

grand for the pair, it's a steal. Try them 

with a 'hollow-state' torture disc

Dub Syndicate's bass-synth-ofdeath for 

example- and you'll be hard pushed 

to find that notorious valve sluggish

ness which is so common to the breed. 

Put on a disc with brash treble, how

ever, and you'll bless the smoothness 

of the valve design. 

Like most ARC products, the 

LS7(VT60 has the sort of superb 

imagery you'd expect from high-end 

products, but this is allied to the sort 

of weight and force that really drives 

the music home. I believe that this 

comes from the take-no-prisoners 

bass, which is truly stunning for a 

comparatively low-powered valve 

design. Add the real-world dynamic 

range and shading and you have one 

very realistic-sounding package. 

Even the most severe of metal is 



given fair treatment. Metallica's Enter 

Sandman seldom shines in a pukka hi

fi system, sounding compressed and 

shouty. However, the ARC combo 

made good, giving the track the sort of 

power and muscle that is often miss

ing. Ultimately, the amplifier is a little 

too soft-edged to make it absolutely 

neutral, and rock music can some

times sound laid-back. But when an 

amplifier sounds as lovely as this com

bination, who cares? 

More than all this mere hi-fi stuff is 

the way that the two make music. In 

Sessions this month I suggest that the 

Stemfoort SF100 integrated amplifier is 

more music than hi-fi. The LS7/Vf60 is 

simply more of the same-with knobs 

on. Disc after disc gets scattered across 

the floor as you play Metallica one 

minute,Mahlerthe next. 

Like the Sugden Stemfoort amplifier, 

the ProAc Response One 'S' loudspeakers 

and a select bandof othercomponents, 

the Audio Research prejpower combi

nation gets behind the recording and 

the hi-fi and simply makes music. 

I have to say that I find it very hard 

to find fault in what the ARC combo 

has to say for itself. Aside from a 

tendency to bathe everything in a 

slightly rosy hue, the ARC combo is 

about as good as you can get, at the 

price. The two amps matched my 

ProAc Response One 'S' speakers like a 

dream, and yet can also handle really 

demanding loads with ease. In addi

tion, the pre and power are not some 

black-magic synergy combination, 

which sounds dreadful when split. I 

used each one with different amplifi

cation and the quality of both still 

shone through. If someone were hold

ing a gun to my head, I'd say that the 

LS7 is fractionally the better of the two 

products in absolute terms. 

Call i t arden t xenophobia, but I have 

never beena greatfan of'sludge-pump' 

American Audiophilia. This cute ARC 

combination is different. The LS7/Vf60 

ranks with Northern Exposure and Ben & 

Jerry's Heath Bar Crunch ice-cream as 

'must-try' American cultural items. If 

Americana gets any better than this, 

I swear I'll be whistling Dixie before the 

year's out. 

Hi-Fi Choice November 1994 21 



LONDON 

AudtoVen.,. 
24 Church Rd. Crystal Palace, SE I. Tet· 081 771 7787 
8Miy VH Souftcl Systems 
248leeH1gl'IAd.LewishamSE13 Tel 061 318 5755 
Doug Bflldy HI-A 
16 Monmouth SI. Coven! Gdn WC2 Tel 071 379 4010 
The Comfl•ke Shop 
37WindmiiiStWLTel 071631 0472 
GrMMnsHI·A 
Canonbury Yard. 190a New North Ad. NI Tel- 071 226 5500 
Son.t:Lum..,. 
67 Tottenham Court Rd, W1. Tel· 071 5809059 
1lte Sound Of1t•nl ... ton London 
4 Prcklords Wharl. C�nkSt,SE1 Tel.071 6032255 
........ 
n.31 Ff.Jf1ax Road, NW6 Tel· 071 624 8855 
U•brtdve Audio 
109 Ctusw>ek High Ad, W4 Tel 061 742 34.oW 

NEAR LONOON 

lnflclltatyHt-FI 
9 High 51. Hampton Wick, Kingston-upon-Thames 
Tel 081943 3530 
IIMford Ht-FI 
43 King Edward Court. Wiodsm, Berks. Tel 0753 856931 
The Sound Glohry 
65 C.tle St, tiigtl Wycombe, Bucks. Tel 0494 531682 

-.... 
352-354 lower Actdiscombe Ad. Croydon. Surrey. 
Tel: 081 654 1231 
._ .. 
82 H1gh 51, HilfpenOen, Hertlordsh1re Tel 0582 764246 
\IIIMetProchct• 
35 HiQfl SI. New Maiden. Surrey. Tel· 081 942 9567 
UxbflqeMcHo 
278 H1gh St. U1<bridge. Middlesex Tel 0895 230404 

SOUTH 

Audio Designs 
26 High St. East G!instead. w Susse•. Tel: 0342 314569 
Chkt!M1.,. HI-FicNitly 
1 SI Pancra:;, ChiChester, Susse�. Tel: 0243 776402 
.Jef'frlnH�Ft 
69London Road. Brl gtnon, E Sussex. Tet· 0273 609431 
.Jeffrlnftt.FI 
4 Albert P8lad e, Green St. Eastbourne. E Sussex. 
Tel: 0323 3l336 
.JeffrMaHI-Ft 
29london Aoad. PortSf1'100(h, Hampshire. Tel. 0705 663604 
locmdcran 
40 Hogh Street, Ash!ord, Kent. Tel 0233 624441 
loundW�s 
t Holbury 0!-ove PTecinct, Holbory. Hampshire 
Tet:0703 899131 

Worthing Audio 
20 Teville Gate Precmct. Worthing. W. Sussex. Te!: 0903 212133 

EAST 

The Audio F ... 
27 Hod<llflll St. BishoP$ Stortford, Herts Tel· 0279 506576 
The Audio FUe 
No 2 Foundry Wall<;, SUves. Camondgesi'Mre. Tel o.t80 66123 

.... ..,&o.nd 
The Qtd Sdlool. Scnoot Ra.eracon Ash. Nr NO<WJCh, No"olk. 
T el osoa 70829 
c.m Audkt 
110 M1l Road CambridQe. Tel. 0223 S0.42 
_ ........ 
6 Vineyard St, Colchnter. Esse•. Tel· 0206 577519 
RaylelgiiHI·FI 
216 Moulsham St. Chelmsford. Essex Tel 02"5 265245 
RaytetgiiHt·FI 
t32- 4lomk>n Ad, Southend-on-Sea. Essex Tel 0702 435255 
R�IIH�FI 
44A H•gh St. Rayleigh, Essex. Tel 0268 779762 

WI!ST 

Audio E:.:cellence 
58 S•istol Rd, Gtoocestef. Tel: 0452 3()()04.6 

Audlobcellenctl 
65 Palt! SI. 61'1$101. Avon Tel 0272 264975 
lbcttoniHI·FI 
6 ForeSt, St.Marychvrch, Torquay, DeYon Tel 0803 326723 
RNtcwd tu·FI 
28 Cowick SI. St Thomas. Exeler, Devon. Tel. 0392 218895 
RMtord ... ,, 
12 James Slreet West. Bath, Avon. Tel. 0225 446245 
"-ttordHI·FI 
107 Cornwall St. P lymooth, Devon . Tel: 0752 226011 
RactfordHI-FI 
52/54 Glouce-sler Road, Bristol, Avon. Tel. 0272 428248 
Mtke Manntftg Audio 
110MiddleStreet.Yeovit.Somersel Tel 0935 79361 

WALES 

Audio bc.Nence 
134 Clwys Ad. Cardifl. South Glamorgan. Te1: 0222 228565 

A..ctlo lbceHence 
9 High St. Swansea. West GlarTI()!'gan. Tel 0792 47"'608 

MIDLANDS 

Cr....,eAudlo 
9 Dogpote, Shrewsbufy. Shropshife. Tal 0743 241924 
Grlftln AucUo 
94 Bristol St. Birmingham 5. West Midlands Tel· 021 692 1359 
u ..... tnn 
32 Gold St, Northampton Tel 0604 37871 
s-.dAdvlce 
The Sound factory. Duke St.L.oughboroogh.Leicestershire. 
Tet 0509 218254 

We•IMktlaltdsAYCito 
158 Ombefsley Road. Worcester. Tel. 0905 58046 
-
3 Chu•ch Lane. Baobury. OxlordSh11e. Tel" 0295 272158 

WHIWood I Me.on {OJrtord) LJmtted 
46 George Street, O.!Ofd Tel 0965 247783 

NORTH 

---
45 Head1ngtey Lane. Leeds. West Yorkstme Tel 0532 304565 
lletterHI·FI 
16 Cook Street, Uver�l 2. Merseyside. Tet: 051 Z27 5007 
Doug Brady HI-FI 
The fotge Cottage, HI Crossgate. Olley.Leeos. We5t Yorkshl•e. 
Tel-0943 467689 
Doug Brady H�FI 
401 Sm•thcjown Rd.llveo-poott5. Merseyside. Tel 051 7336859 
Doug Bredy Ht-FI 
Kingsway Studios, Kingsway Nonh, Warrington. Cheshira. 
Tel. 0925 828009 
UntotMAudlo 
8 The Arcade. Metro Centre. GatesheaO. Tyne & Wear. 
Tet 091 460 0999 
Untone AucUa 
7·11 Park t.ane. Gatesheed 8. Tyne & wear Tel 091 477 4167 
UntaneAudkJ 
20-Z2 Monument Mall, Neweastle-upon-Tyne, Tyne & Wee• 
Tet 091 232 3994 
UntoneA--kt 
242 ParK VIeW. Whitley Bay. Tyne & Wear Tel' 091 252 4665 
Moorpte aco ... sacs 
184 Fitzwlbam St, Sheffield, S Yorkshire. Tel: 0742 756048 

Moorgate AcoiiSUCS 
8 Westgate Chambers. Westgate Rotnemam. S Yorksture 
Tel. 0709 370666 
Murray HI-A 
59111 Wilmstow Rd. Handlorth. Cheshl•e. Tel 0625 549277 
MurYay HI-FI 
Easl Allghan BUikMgs, Pni'ICfl Dock St. Hull, Huml:lei'Side 
Tet 0482 227567 
Sound wtlhStyle 
81 Nell'ler Hall Ad. Ooncaster, S Yorksn.re. 
Tet· 0002 321421 
s-nct wmtStyle 
284 Glossop Rd. Shetheld. S.Yorl<shire. let 0742 737893 
Th• Sourtd CkganlseUDn 
2BGIIIygate. Yo•k Tel Q90o4 627108 

SCOTLAND 

...... .. _ 
278 St Viocent Slfeet. Glasgow. St:rathctyde Tel. 041 248 4079 
-·-
102 Murray St. Montrose. Taysfde. Tel 0674 73765 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

lriCHI-FI 
163 Str!Wlfllll�s Road. Be�ast. Tel· 0232 381296 
L,.SC:HI·A 
84 Bndge St. Portadown. Go. Armagh. Tel 0762 358059 



Micromega Stage CD players 
Mal col m Steward assesses a Micromega range that 
could herald a new age in hi-fi; the days of inbuilt 
obsolescence are over, long live total upgradeability. 

M 
icromega's effective modu

lar approach to the Stage CD 

players could hold a salutary 

lesson for many a manufacturer of 

audiophile CD equipment. TI1e French 

outfit has twigged that most of us do 

not jump forjoy at the thought of aban

doning a perfectly respectable, fully 

operational machine every time we 

feel our upgrade muscle twitching. By 

making this trio of players modular, 

our Parisian pals have simplified the 

upgrading process and made it more 

palatable economically. 

Instead of ditching the entire 

machine to achieve improved perfor

mance,youjust swap modules, paying 

only the difference in price between 

your existing machine and the level to 

which you're upgrading. This tech

nique isn't without precedent, howev

er: in the upper echelons of personal 

computers, fundamental circuitry is 

hard-wired to the main circuit board 

while items that are most likely to be 

updated, (such as graphics cards and 

peripheral controllers), are supplied 

on easily replaced, plug-in PCBs. 

When moving through the Stage 

range, the upgrade process involves 

switching DAC boards. All the players 

use the same Philips 12.4 mechanism 

and Micromega's proprietary control 

software to drive it. The £450 Stage J 

uses a basic Bitstream DAC configura

tion; Stage 2, at £600, gives you true 

time-aligned differential Bitstream 

operation; the £800 Stage3 also uses dif

ferential Bitstream but adds enhanced 

power supply circuitry. 

There's no obvious external differ

ence between the players when they're 

not powered uporon standby.Theyonly 

reveal their identity when you start 

pushing buttons.A panel above the cen

trally-mounted head phone jack illumi

nates, proclaiming "Stage" followed by 

the relevant model number. If you're 

the sort ofperson who ordered hisBMW 

without a number on its boot, you can 

hit another button that disables this and 

the other indicators. Other quirks on 

these aesthetically appealing machines 

-if you appreciate a healthy squirt of 

minimalism and deeply matt black fin

ishes that suck the light out of your 

room- include a button that doubles 

the playing speed. (I have to admit that 

its usefulness currently eludes me). 

Although the Stage 1 is the entry-level 

player in this trio, its performance 

doesn't bellow'compromised' at you. It 

sounds remarkably assured and 

poised, offering an evenly-balanced, 

refined tonalitywhile appearing musi

cally animated and dynamic. It doesn't 

rely on any treble peaks or leading edge 

exaggeration to make it sound spirit

ed. Rhythmically, it's not in the 

amphetamine-fuelled, hard-charger 

class, but it's certainly nifty enough to 

maintain your interest with the 

easiest-going of easy-going music. 

Des'Ree's Herald The Day, for instance, 

sounded fittingly cool and composed 

throughout. The music was relaxed but 

cogent and involving. The change of 

tempo with You Gotta Be was marked, 

the player responding to the music's 

more deliberate measure. Something, 

however, wasn't exactly right. I'd an tic

ipated a little more assertiveness in the 

singer's voice but it didn't materialise. 

Time for upgrade number one. 

Moving on to the Stage 2 showed that 

the up rated player exploited the extra 

degree of edge and attack in this song 

that the Stage 1 had subdued. This 

wasn't just evident in Des'Ree's voice. 

TI1e band seemed to adopt a more deter

mined attitude, and minor percussion 

figures and nuances in the arrangement 

punched through the mix more forcibly. 

The combined effect provided an overall 

uplift in the tempo and a firming up of 

the music's character. 

The Stage 3 showed a similar improve

ment over the Stage 2 in conveying 

musical sub texts. Listening solely to 

the Des 'Ree album would have ensured 

that, were I a buyer, I would have gone 

straight for the top model. That repre

sents quite a pricejump over the entry

level machine but its presentation was 

clearly superior in every respect, sound

ing more convincing, positive and 

informative both in musical and cos

metic terms. Listening to any well

recorded acoustic bands showed that 

the Stage 3 had firmer leading edge res

olution and could scavenge fine detail 

far better than its junior stablemates. 

Playing Suck My Kiss from the Red Hot 

Chili Peppers' Blood, Sugar, Sex, Magik 

Moving on up in 
Stages with 
Mlcromega
and the last one 
hasn't left 
town yet, 

confirmed that Stage 3was also the king 

of schwing when things got more feisty. 

All the players displayed above-aver

age abilities in the bass; notjustin terms 

of weight or extension but - more 

importantly-in articulation. Of all the 

many CD players I've heard, those fi·om 

Naim Audio and Micromega lead the 

pack in exposing and making sense of 

what a bass player's doing. That's not 

saying that the all the Stage players are 

on an equal footing here. Again, the 

Stage 3 proves the most capable. The 

Stage 1 made a more than reasonable job 

of conveying the note-shape and phras

ing ofjah Wobble's lines on Becoming 

More like God, while the Stage 2's perfor

mance improved their impact and clar

ity perceptibly. However, the Stage 3 

stripped away tl1e remaining veils and 

gave you chapter and verse about what 

his fingers and brain were up to. 

The final consideration is: what 

options are open to those who have 

worked their way up to Stage 3? TI1ey 

haven't reached a dead-end, because 

Stages can be modified to become one of 

two stand-alone transports, the basic 

Olive One or more sophisticated Olive 

Two. Yep, even tl1e upgrades are upgrade

able! Both units feature Micromega's 

Acutrans anti-jitter circuitry and, natu

rally, there are separate Micromega 

DACs to which they can be connected. 

TI1e bottom line is this: whether you 

like tl1e sound of the Stage units or not 

(and I do), the company's non-obsoles

cence principles are nothing but en tire

ly cool and admirable. Party on, 

Micromega! 
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BOSE® Lifestyle® music systems 

Spend one minute to have music for a lifetime! 

Now is the time tor change: 
Lifelike sound. 
Elegance. Simplicity. 

Fill your home with music instead of bulky, complicated 

components. Listen to stereo throughout your listening area. 

Born from a new 
system technology. 

Enjoy lifelike sound at any volume level. Use it as easily as 

your telephone. 

Control your entire music system from anywhere in your 

home- even through walls! 

Now 
you can get 

Choose a revolutionary new Lifestyle® music system - and 
GET MORE! 

GET 
MORE ... 
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an award winning 
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Ask for a demonstration! 

"The sound is incredible, the illusion compelling and the 
design is seriously sleek. Irresistible." Arena 

"The Bose Lifestyle Model lO is light years ahead." What Hi-Fi 

"lam greatly impressed by the Bose Lifestyle music system. 
The sound of individual instruments is as true a reproduction 
as you can hear. The speakers have great clarity yet are warm 
at the same time. What's more it is certainly excellent value 
for money.'' Ju/ian Lloyd Webber, Cellist 

CALL NOW FREE (I!:!I!IJjij!��) FOR A FREE INFORMATION PACK 
r---------------------------------------------------------------, 

For a FREE Brochure and full details on Base• Lifestyle• music systems and the GET MORE offer 
fill in this coupon and send to Bose Limited, Trinity Trading Estate, Siningbourne, Kent ME10 2PD _DOS� 

Better sound through research. 
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Amplifier aid 
� I have a Linn Axis/Akito/K9 

� turntable, Technics SU2300 

amplifier, and Mission 760i 

speakers. I'm happy with the 

sound, but feel the phono stage 

of my amp (about 18 years old) is 

not good enough for my 

turntable. l want to replace it 

with something costing under 

£300. Is this possible, with such a 

low budget? 

G Wynne, Merseyside. 

(fi. Pioneer's A400X would be a 

W good starting point, but listen 

also to the miginal A400 which is 

slightly cheaper and gives a 

punchier sound. The Technics range 

of integrated amps is worth 

auditioning too, with the £199 

SUA600 being especially good 

value. And Denon's PMA350/II is 

refined, yet slwrp and detailed, 

offel'ing ve1y good value at about 

£220. nu Marantz PM54SE would 

take you to the limit in terms of 

p1ice, but it does score highly, with 

its clean, lively sound and 'stripped' 

audiophile design. 

Perfect partners 
� Alan Sircom's enthusiastic 

� report on the ProAc 

Response One S in the August '94 

Choice was exciting to read; what 

amp and cable would match 

these speakers in his view? 

DKallweit, WGermany. 

(fi. Alan reckons Sugden's A21a 

W ortheStemfoot Audio 

SF1 00 would be a good choice for the 

amplifier, the latter being more 

powe1jul- and expensive. Fo1· 

cables, Chord's superbly smooth and 

cohesive Flatline Gold would be 

favowite. 

A cheaper option 
� I have a Rote! RPSSS 

� turntable fitted with a 

Shure VSIV cartridge, and 

recently the stylus cantilever 

decided to part company with 

the body. As the VSIV was 

discontinued some time ago and 

the only available replacement 

stylus, a V15V, isn't exactly the 

same, is it worth spending £150 

on a replacement stylus or 

should I replace the cartridge? 

C Larenzo, Ipswich. 

(fi. With pickups like Linn's K9 

W and Roksan's Corus Black 

obtainable for less than the cost of 

the Shure replacement stylus, it 

seems sensible to go for a new 

cartridge. However, fitting a new 

cartridge isn't quite as simple as 

replacing a stylus, so chat with your 

deale1· and get him to fit the new 

pick up for you unless you're capable. 

New house, new sound? 
� About 12 years ago I 

� bought a system that 

consisted of a Linn LP12, Ittok, 

and Asak turntable/arm/cart 

ridge, a Naim 42/110, and Linn 

SARAs.lt sounded superb in the 

shop, but awful in my home 

with a hard, muddled midrange, 

non-existent bass, and a brittle 

splashy treble. My dealer 

suggested a less demanding 

speaker. so I tried Linn Kans but._ 

Each month we're giving away a 

one-metre pair of Precious Metal 

Silver Signal 75 interconnects to 

the writer of the winning letter. If 

you have any system queries send 

them to: Hi-Fi Choice (Help!) 

Dennis Publishing Ltd, 19 Bolsover 

Street, London W1 P 7H]. 

� My system consists of a 

� Michell Gyrodec turntable 

with QC power supply, Rega 

RB300 arm, and De non DL160 

cartridge, Michell ISO/Hera and 

ArgojHera ph ono stage and 

preamp, plus stereoAlecto 

power amps driving AR18LS 

speakers. The latter are a 

serious weak link, so I'd like to 

upgrade them- my budget is 

£1,000. 

I'm drawn to the Rega 

XEL and Roksan 

Ojan, but as I 

want a 

speaker 

that's fairly 

happy being 

positioned 

against a rear 

wall, I'll 

audition the 

Regas first. I 

don't mind 

vinyl clicks 

and pops, but 

dislike 

sibilance. 

Would the 

bright tonal balance of the 

XEL's highlight this? 

M Stead man, London WJ. 

(fi. You may well find the Rega 

W XELs sound a little too 

bl'ight, though the tonal balance 

should be fuller and better 

balanced than you've been used to 

with the little ARs. Other speakers 

you should listen to are the 

Heybrook Sextets and Townshend 

Glastonburys. And while you're 

investigating loudspeakers, 

consider upgrading your cartridge, 

too; some of your sibilance 

problems will be reduced with 

something cleaner and more 

refined than the Denon DL160. 

Listen to 

Ortofon's MC10 Super, and try a 

QR Developments Ringma ton the 

Gyro- even though the Gyrodec 

is designed to be used without a 

mat, the Ringmat should give big 

impmvements in clarity and 

ovem!l cleanness. 
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�to no avaiL I also tried speakers 

from Heybrook, Arcam, and 

Mordaunt Short, but still the 

mid range was hard and the 

treble brittle. I then tried a Nairn 

32/Snaps/250, but this only gave a 

slight improvement. On my 

dealer's advice I took the whole 

system back to the shop and set 

it up in the dem room; I could 

hardly believe my ears-it 

sounded so much better! 

Rell)ctantly, I eventually sold 

the system, and have since 

moved house. I'm thinking of 

buying more equipment, but 

am worried it'll sound 

disappointing at home again. 

M Hender, Surrey. 

� Although yours is an extreme 

lW' case, there do seem to be 

rooms that produce great sound 

with almost any old toot, and others 

where even very good systems 

disappoint. Often it's extremely 

difficult to say why this should be so. 

If it happens again, try having the 

mains checked; if it is an old house, 

the rewiring may have been done 

badly. It could be that the mains 

quality was poor; sometimes this 

causes mains transformers to buzz 

audibly- though some 

transformers buzz even when fed 

with clean mains, so this isn't an 

infallible guide. Many notice their 

systems vary from day to day, often 

sounding best late at night (after 

midnight) and at weekends. 

Hopefully, your new residence will be 

much less problematic! 

Clinically sound 
� After purchasing a pair of 

g Heco 350 Allegro speakers, I 

find my old Pioneer SA970 amp a 

bit lacking. I like a tight sound 

with plenty of detail and 

accuracy, and am currently 

considering the Marantz 

PM44SE/11, Rote! RA935BX, or 

perhaps the more expensive 

Arc am Alpha 5 and 6. 
M Brlnsklll, WYorks. 

� The Marantz was given 

'W' rather bit of a rough time in 

our Septembe1· issue (as was the 

Arcam Alpha 5), though its 

slightly clinical sound may be just 

what you're looking for. The Denon 

PMA350/II is excellent, as is the 

Rote! RA930BX which is cheaper 

(and arguably preferable) to the 

RA935BX. 

Seeking some clout 
� I recently purchased a 

g NAD 304 amplifier to go 

with my Sony portable CD 

player, and want to buy a set of 

speakers up to about £300 

maximum. My music taste 

includes Metallica, Bob Marley, 

and Kate Bush, and I'd like 

something with a bit of clout. 

T Newhouse, Campbelttown, 

Australia. 

� Heybrook's HBl S3 should be 

'W' just what you're looking for, 

but also try Rega Kytes which give a 

ve1y explicit, detailed presentation. 

Whmfedale 515s would also be 

worth listening to. 

Dirty discs? 
� I own a three-year-old Sony 

g CDP591.About two years 

back it started producing a 

series of loud clicks on certain 

CDs, and sometimes the sound 

disappears completely. The 

affected discs won't play when 

certain tracks are selected, and 

the 'No Disc' indicator lights in 

,.... ...... __ _, _________ 
the display. I took the player 

and discs to my dealer. but 

they performed perfectly. 

I've tried the Sony in every 

room in the house and 

removed my smoke alarms, 

but still the problem 

persists. 

R Keamey, Dyfed. 

� It almost sounds as if the 

'W' discs are soiled and the 

player is having difficulty in 

reading the information. Try to 

get hold of a second copy of one of 

your faulty discs (borrow from a 

friend or library?) and see if it 

plays. You could try cleaning the 

CD, but (unless very badly marked) 

most players will cope okay with 

discs that aren't perfect. Could the 

laser have some dirt on it and need 

cleaning? Does the problem occur 

as the player gets warm? I have a 

1983 Sony CDP1 01 that does what 

yours does after it's been on for an 

hour or so, then it becomes very 

temperamental. If this is the case, 

return the machine to Sony for 

them to fix. 

Sweeten up the high-end 
� I want to change my 

g Apogee Caliper Signature 

ribbon speakers for something 

that will give a tighter, cleaner 

bass, sweeter high-end, and 

more dynamic range. What do 

you suggest? 

� Before replacing the Apogees, 

'W' see if you can try aRel 

Stentor or Studio sub-woofer. An 

excellent sub might add all the 

things currently missing from your 

present sound. A Re! sub will 

certainly deepen the bass, but �ess 

predictably) the treble will sweeten 

up and you'll find the speakers 

image better. Alternatively, listen to 

something like Impulse Hl horn 

speakers. These are efficient and very 

informative, with deep bass and a 

holographic soundstage with lots of 

dynamic range. ATC SCMSOs or� 
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An Aura of Elegance 

Aura 
• 

PERFORMANCE : ART 

VA80 INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 

• 
lA?E 

The VA80 is the ultimate in affordable hi-fi amplification. The 

main amplifier section is based on the award winning VA100 

Evolution. A full 45 Watts RMS output has been improved to 

drive more 'difficult' loads - increasing your choice of 

loudspeakers, a newly designed discrete protection circuit has 

been incorporated, and of course the design and build quality 

are still at the same old Aura level: the best. 

'The Aura will prevail' - George Duke, '75 

� - - -' - • - 'I- - � • L - -- -- I-.- -- � A " r n r n n n.. n n rl � t n t': lc.i � t s . '0 h 0 ne 8 & w u K 0 n 0 1 9 0 3- 7 50 7 50 



� SCM100s would be worth trying 

too, though these sound more 

clinical than the Impulses and need 

more driving -though not as much 

as your power-hungry Apogees. 

Bitten by the bug 
� I have an ArcamAlpha Plus 

� CD player, Mission Cyrus 

IIfPSX amplifier combination, 

driving KEF Q-80 speakers, and 

while I'm happy with the overall 

sound the hi-fi bug is biting away 

at me. Having heard my dealer 

talking about the improvement 

an Arcam 250 CD transport and 

Black Box 50 DAC would give over 

the Alpha Plus, I'm wondering if 

this is the way to go. 

P James, Telfard, Shropshire. 

� It's nice to hear the hi:fi bug 

'W' (now thought to be an 

endangered species) is alive and well 

and living in Telford. TheArcam 

250/BB 50 combination will give a 

much sharper, brighter, and more 

detailed sound than you 're getting at 

present from the Alpha Plus. The 

improvement should be very 

noticeable and worthwhile. If funds 

will stretch that far it's certainly an 

upgrade you should consider. An 

alternative might be to have the 

Alpha Plus .fitted with the Clock 2 

modification by Trichord Research. 

This involves replacing the player's 

quartz crystal with a high precision 

active 'clock', greatly improving 

clarity, precision, and dynamic range 

and resulting in a sound of much 

greater sharpness and immediacy. 

However, although the improvement 

is sure to be big, it's unlikely a 

modified Alpha Plus would beat the 

250/BBSO combination. 

Secondhand sounds? 
� I have a Thorens 1D150 

� turntable with Thorens 

arm and Audio Technica AT-110E 

cartridge, a Pioneer PD 5801 

Legato Link CD player, and an 

original NAD 3020 amp. I use 

Audioquest Ruby intercmmects 

and Audioquest Indigo speaker 

cable. Speakers used to be a set 

of cheapBose, but recently! 

bought a secondhand set of 

Lowther horns with PM6 drive 

units. !want to upgrade the 

NAD , but wonder what I should 

go for. As my budget is only 

£200, I'll probably have to look 

for something secondhand. 

Jaan Coglan, Fa/mouth. 

� For something new, £200 

'W' probably is a bit on the low 

side, though there are several good 

amps within striking distance, 

induding the excellent Denon 

PMA350/ll. The Lowther's high 

sensitivity means it doesn't need lots 

of power, but quality needs to be very 

high. These speakers can sound boxy 

and coloured with the wrong sort of 

modem, �ively' amp. You need to 

choose something with a sweet, open 

sound that lacks tonal hardness. An 

but might be unreliable. Actually, 

your existing NAD is probably more 

suitable than many, being quite full

sounding and tonally rich, so don't 

ditch it until you're absolutely sure 

of your ground. 

A good starting point 
� My two-year-old system 

� comprises a Rote! 

RCD965BX CD player, Ken wood 

KA-3020 amplifier, and a pair of 

Mission Cyrus 780 speakers on 

Atacama SE2 4 stands bi-wired 

with Linn's K400 speaker cable. I 

want to upgrade, but don't 

know where to start. Should I 

keep the Rote! and change 

speakers and amp?The Mission 

751 and 753 have caught my eye, 

perhaps driven by anAudiolab 

8000A. Alternatively, what about 

an Arc am Delta 250 CD transport 

and Black Box 50 DAC? I've a 

budget of £2,000. 

F Marlette, London Wz. 

� The Mission 753s would be a 

� better bet than the smaller 

751s, assuming you've got the extra 

space. The Audio lab will give you a 

much cleaner, firmer sound than the 

Ken wood 3020, but listen also to 

Kinshaw's Overture integrated and 

the Technics SUA900/ll. The Rote! 

CD player will not disgrace itself 

with a better amp and speakers, so 

it's not a bad idea to upgrade this 

item last. The Arcam combination 

sounds much sharper and more 

articulate than the Rotel, and can 

sound slightly over-bright in some 

systems. So it's best not to change too 

many things at once. Upgrade amp 

and speakers first, then check out a 

new CD player. 
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A hop, Skiff and a jump 
A5 Deflex Acoustic Panels are so 

slavered over by the pundits why 

don't speaker manufacturers 

put it in their products in the 

first place? Maybe it would spoil 

the fun of tweakers, put the price 

of their products up. and not 

everyone likes the effect, but 

couldn't they make the addition 

of such panels an optional extra? 

I was delighted to see that the 

Supra4 earned a fine write-up in 

July's cable supplement. My 

local dealer suggested these for 

my beautiful new Cabasse Skiffs 

and I think they sound a tad 

better than the cables that 

Cabasse actually supply. I now 

know the meaning of'walk-in 

sound stage'. 

Lesl/e Neville, Tewkesbury. 

Familiarity breeds content 
My comparatively modest three

and-a-half year old system. 

which is well used, has never 

sounded better than it does 

today. The system has remained 

unchanged in all that time 

(except for interconnects) and in 

my highly critical opinion has 

continued to 'settle' long after 

the initial running-in period. I 

am now at a point where I am 

loath to make any changes to 

the system although on paper it 

may not seem the 'ideal' set-up. 

I wonder how many hi-fi 

enthusiasts may already have 

their 'ideal' system, if only they 

gave it a chance to marry 

together and settle into its 

surroundings. Perhaps they 

should spend more time in their 

own listening rooms. listening 

to music rather than in demo 

rooms listening to new 

components. 

S. Qulnn, Manchester. 

Turn it on, leave it on 
It is often suggested that hi-fi 

equipment should be left 

permanently switched on, 

primarily to maintain 

consistent sound quality, but 

components are more likely to 

fail when switched on or off. 

However, there are a number 

of reasons why it should be 

switched off when not in use. 

Lasers have a limited life, when 

the player is switched on the 

laser reads the disc's TOC, but 

does the laser switch off until 

you press play, or is it on all the 

while thus burning up its life? 

Also, why do many hi-fi 

instruction books suggest that if 

equipment is not to be used for a 

while, it should be switched off 

at the mains socket and even 

unplugged from tl1e mains? 

KC Sampson, Grays, Essex. 

The main reason for leaving 

equipment switched on is because it 

take a considerable time for it to 

warm up to optimum operating 

temperature. But fear not, lasers do 

not stay on when CD players are 

idling. You are encouraged to 

disconnect components from the 

mains to avoid the surges that can 

emanate from that source in extreme 

conditions such as lightning strikes. 

Southern hemisphere sat
isfaction 
Several months ago I decided to 

invest in some hi-fi without 

spending any more than 

necessary to obtain quality 

sound. I began studying Hi-Fi 

Choice and formed a short list of 

components. Here in Sydney, hi

fi isn't as big as it is in England, 

so organising sound 

comparisons was not easy. 

However, after many hours of 

listening and shopping around 

I've put together a great system . 

In fact, I felt I should be 

converting the world with my 

thrilling sound experience. So 

friends and neighbours have 

been subjected to my zeal. They 

probably think I'm 'a couple of 

snags short of a barbeque'. I now 

realise not all people appreciate 

music with my enthusiasm. 

Quite regularly late at night 

Each month, we're giving away a 
fabulous Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt 
to the writer of the most 
interesting letter we receive. 

So get scribbling and send in 
your views on anything to do with 
hi-fi or music to: The Editor, Hi-Fi 

Choice, 19 Bolsover Street, London 
W1P 7H], or send a fax on 071-323 3547. 

Orderingyour chips 

With regard to the trend in the 

of manufacture CD players from 

Micromega (Stage 1, 2 & 3), 
would I be jumping the gun to 

expect a Stage 4, 5 & 6later? And 

would Stage 1 be an adequate 

start for a serious sound system? 

Are we likely to see the 

manufacture of hi-fi products 

following in the same vein as 

that ofPersonal Computers in 

being a sum of user specifiable 

component parts? For example, 

Motherboard (speed), Hard Disk 

(capacity). Monitor 

(resolution/size), etc. for a PC; 

transcribed to Transport 

(linear/swing-arm), DAC 

(BitstreamfMbit), Power Supply 

for CD players, all wrapped up in 

With Micromega's upgradeable Stage range and more and more 
aftermarket mods, CD players are becoming as tweaky as turntables! 

when all is quiet, lights out and 

amp warm, I go directly to hi-fi 

heaven. 

Without you guys some huge 

mistakes would have been 

made. Confused by different 

salesmen I may well have 

stumbled. 

Richard Whlttemore, Australia. 

Stop 21st century war 
Now that Pioneer has 

announced a viable blue laser 

for domestic CD players surely 

we will be saved from PASC 

and ATRAC or any other 

'throw it away they can't hear 

it' system. 

Although it will take a few 

years to reach the consumer this 

must put the final nail in the 

coffin ofDCC and save us from 

the format wars that have 

confused public and pundits 

alike. Presumably, Sony 

MiniDisc will now take over 

from CD as the music medium 

and leave CD to video and 

computer given the ten times 

reading ea paci ty of the blue 

laser. Is it too much to hope that 

the wallet-scarring 'format war' 

failures of the 70's, 80's and 90's 

can be avoided in the future? 

Kelth Ward, Castle Hedlngham, 

Essex. 
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21st Century Fox 
Turbulence and sonic overspill have been spoiling outdoor 

concerts for Barry, and augurs badly for Japanese attempts at 

analysing acoustics. Press button seven for 'turbo'! 

I 
f, as we've been led to expect, 

Britain's weather really is improv

ing, then we'll be out in the open 

air hearing more music. This may be a 

great way to spend a summer's 

evening, but it takes us even further 

away from live sound as a reference 

point for judging home hi-fi. 

Many people (myself included) have 

stopped going to ]VC's Nice Jazz 

Festival because, although some of the 

concerts take place in an old Roman 

amphitheatre with good acoustics, the 

organisers run three bandstands at the 

same time- often with high power, 

rock-quality sound amplification. The 

sound spills over from one stage area 

to another, with electric blues and 

fusion bands drowning out any other 

band's attempts at subtlety. 

At a recent open air performance of 

Die Fleidermaus, in the glorious 

grounds ofKenilworth Castle, the audi

ence heard the sound of the singers 

through a single pair ofBose PA speak

ers. These were so widely spaced apart 

that all hope of a stereo image was lost. 

The sad thing was that the audience 

area was quite small and when the 

actors moved out of range of the PZM 

mics on the stage floor, their natural 

voices were pleasantly audible. 

For many years, the Ken wood Open 

Air Bowl in North London has been 

staging open air orchestral concerts. 

And as the events get more popular, 

more amplification is needed to make 

the music audible to the ever-further

flung edges ofthe crowd.On the whole, 

this is handled tastefully, with main 

speakers sprouting from hydraulic lift 

poles hidden in the trees on either side 

of the stage. Satellite speakers are dot

ted round the audience area, and fed 

with the same signal after staggered 

delays. This fill-in technique lets the 

engineers set the level low enough for 

the main stacks not to overpower tl1e 

front rows of the audience. 

Engineers for the JVC/Capital Jazz 

Concerts at the Royal Festival Hall, 

please take note. This year they put 

stacks ofElectrovoice speakers low on 

the stage, cranking them up to high 

level to satisfY the rear of the hall, but 

thereby laser-cutting the ears of tl1ose 

who'd mistakenly paid for the best 

seats in tl1e front. 

However good tl1e sound system, any 

open air concert is prey to a few 

unavoidable acoustic problems. 

Four years ago, during the World 

Cup in Italy, top tenors Jose Can·eras, 

Placido Domingo and Luciano 

Pavarotti forgot their rivalry for the 

sake of soccer and gave their historic 

performance on the same outdoor 

stage in Rome. During Can·eras' first 

song, La men to di Federi.co by Francesco 

Cilea, a jet aeroplane flew low over the 

concert stage. Fifty microphones all 

picked up the same unwanted sound. 

Fortunately, the aircraft is missing 

from the recording, as Decca had also 

recorded the afternoon rehearsal and 

were able to edit a snatch from that 

take into the evening concert. 

And have you ever wondered why an 

open air concert can sometimes sound 

like the phasing effects on a pop 

record? It's not the wind blowing the 

sound around. It's turbulence in the 

atmosphere, similar to tl1e clear air tur

bulence which bounces aircraft 

around. 

Simple text books will tell you that 

sound travels tlu·ough air at a constant 

speed of340 metres per second, or 760 

miles per hour. Serious books on 

acoustics give you pages of mathemat

ical formulae that prove this is not 

strictly true. Sound moves faster in hot, 

damp air than cold, dry air. 

In an indoor concert, the atmos

phere is stable, and the sound from 

each bank of speakers on either side of 

the stage is travelling at the same 

speed. The same thing happens out

side, on a clear, calm day. But in sum

mer, swirling hot and cold air currents, 

over water and warm eartl1, will waft 

banks of hot and cold air in front of the 

loudspeakers. The situation is chang

ing all the time, often with one loud

speaker firing through hotter, wetter 

air than the other. So the sound is trav

elling at different speeds from the two 

loudspeaker banks. 

Glastonbury was 
one of the open 
air concerts that 
Barry didn't visit, 
presumably not 
just because of 
the turbulence. 

At low frequencies this doesn't mat

ter much, as the sound wavelengths 

are long and need a very big speed shift 

to put them out of step. But at high fi·e

quencies, the wavelengths are short 

enough for small speed changes to put 

tl1e waves out of step, making them add 

and subtract randomly. This is the pop 

sound of phasing,originally created in 

the studio by running two mono tapes 

slightly out of step and now achieved 

by passing one half of tl1e signal down 

a digital delay line. 

TI1e best/worst example of open air 

phasing was to be heard earlier this 

year at a concert given by the Syd 

Lo1.wrence Orchestra at Kenwood. TI1e 

Lawrence band has, for the last ten 

years, been kicked along by big band 

drummer Ronnie Ven·ell, and the 

Verrell cymbal sound is packed with 

high frequency, short wavelength 

energy.TI1e Ken wood stage is behind a 

lake, so a slight breeze can create 

strong, but invisible turbulence, which 

makes the cymbal sound splash 

around wildly.Anyone who heard that 

from their hi-fi would sling it out. 

All of which neatly sums up the 

absurdity of the continuing Japanese 

obsession with analysing the natural 

acoustic of concert venues around the 

world, and building a switched elec

tronic replica into the digital signal 

processing circuitry of an AV amp.TI1e 

next time a designer tells me how 

important this feature is, I shall suggest 

they build a turbulence or 'turbo' set

ting into their next model, complete 

with random phasing. The sad thing 

is that one of them will probably be 

daft enough to do it. 
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Eight Audio 
Innovation 
Alto amps 
to give a 

I 
t's more shapely than a 

Lamborghini, more shiny than mir

rored Ray-Bans and even sweeter

sounding than the dame who voices the 

Cadbury's Caramel advert. 

Yes, we're talking about the fabulous 

£379 chrome-plated Alto amplifier from 

Audio Innovations, the company which 

spearheaded the valve amplifier renais

sance back in the Eighties. 

Unlike Innovations' classic tube 

products, like the Series 800 prefpower 

introduced in 1984, the biwirable Alto is 

an all-transistor design, the first of 

many planned for release in the 

coming months. 

Company philosophy is to reproduce 

music with a high level of tonal and 

dynamic coherence. Traditionally this 

has been a problem area for many 

transistors, but the Alto's electronics 

have been designed expressly to 

challenge such notions. 

As we discovered when we reviewed 

the black-fascia version of the Alto back 

in Choice 131, the name of the game is 

simplicity, but also keeping compression 

and corruption of the signal to a mini

mum, and maximising bandwidth. To 

this end the company claims a 

frequency response of 6Hz to 150kHz. 

Within the unconventional casing, 

immaculately styled by industrial designer Graham Alien, 

construction techniques are the same as those deployed for 

the company's more expensive valve amps. Circuit boards are 

CAD-designed and replete with metal-film resistors and high

quality signal capacitors. 

There are no less than six gold-plated line-level input 

sockets, including two tape loops, plus separate switches for 

listen and record. Power output is reported to be a healthy 

35 Watts per channel. 

So if you warm to the idea of a shiny happy amplifier in 

your system, answer the questions, check the 'How To Enter' 

box and feed your local pillar-box without delay! 





The Quod System 

• 66 preamp 

• 67 CD player 

• 66FM tuner 

Ten sets of 20 

Robert Porker 
COs, including 
Battle Of The Big 

Bands 

Robert Parker is an 
internationally-acclaimed sound 
engineer who has developed a 
unique system for extracting high
quality stereo sound from early 
78rpm records. To date he has 
restored numerous classic jazz 
albums from the likes of Count 
Basie, Louis Armstrong, Fats 
Wailer, Duke Ellington and many 
more golden greats. 

His latest release, Battle Of The 
Big Bands on CDS Records, is an 
attempt to put all the important 
early big bands back into their 
proper original context. That is, so 
they sound big! 

Competition Rules 

To do this Robert seeks out 
original 78rpm discs with the 
lowest-possible surface noise. He 
puts them through advanced soft
ware to remove hiss, small clicks 
and pops, then repairs any large 
clicks and groove damage by 
hand on the computer. 

After this he carefully adds 
reverb and other psychoacoustic 
tweaks to add a sense of stereo 
width and presence - all in the 
name of recreating the original 
size and vast scale of the age-old 
big-band sound. 

As chance would have it, Robert 
monitors his transfers on the ven
erable Quad ESL-63 electrostatics 
- which is why he's teamed up 
with Quad to offer a superb com
plete system (detailed above) to 
play the music. 

Thanks to an exclusive deal, 
the offer has now been extended 
to Hi-Fi Choice readers, who may 
enter the competition simply by 
ranking the big band leaders in 
order of preference on the entry 
form (right) then completing the 
tie-break sentence. 

Post to: Parker/Quad Comp (HFC 
4116), Hi-Fi Choice, Tower 
Publishing Services ltd, Tower 
House, Sovereign Park, Market 
Harborough, Leics LE87 4AU. 

No purchase necessary. Closing date October 31, 1994. First prize and second 
prizes are as detailed above. All winners will be notified by post after November 30 

1994. The competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd., Quad, 
CDS Records, their suppliers, agents or associates. No cash alternative will be 
offered. Submission of entry will be taken as proof of receipt. Please notify us if 
you do not wish to be informed of any other special offers or promotions. 



This superb Quad 

system includes ESL-63 speakers 

(above) plus 66 CD player, 66 tuner 

and 67 CD player (below). 

Name 

Address 

Telephone. 

Band Leaders (please number in 

order of preference from 1 to 22). 

q Charl.i.e. B;un�t .. 
0 Count Basle 
qBun nyBerlsall 
0 L es Brown .......... . .... . ...... 
q Cab Calloway 
0 Casa Lom a · · · · · · · · · · · - · · - ·  . 

.0.8obCrosby 
.O.JimiJiy Dorsey 
f:J.:rommy Dorsey 
q Duke Elllngto n 
I:] Je a n .Goldkett� 
q Be n ny .Goodm a n  
q Fl etc.h e.r .H.e n.d er.so n .. 
1:J. vvoody .H. e.rm.a.n. 
I:J. H a rry .J.a.111.es. 
qAndy Kirk.. ........ . 
f:JJI.miJIIe Lunc eford 
.O. G.l.e.n n.MIIIer . .. . 
q Do n . Redm.a.n .. 
q Arti e .. S.ha.w 
0 ChlckWebb .......... . .......... . 

q Paul \Vhlt eiJi a n . 

Tie Break Sentence (complete in 
no more than ten words) 

"Battle Of The Big Bands 

sounds great on Quad equip
ment because ... " 

good record shops now, but from 

next month we'll be offering this 

and a selection of his other titles 

at special exclusive low prices for 

Hi-Fi Choice readers. This will be a 

limited offer - don't miss it! 



THINGS 

TODO 

ONA 

SUNDAY 

Polish the car. 

Mow the lawn. 

Bath the dog. 

Change the cat litter. 

Put up the shelf. 

Visit the in-laws. 

Go to 

'Hear Linn Live'. 

Go on, be a devil. Spend your Sunday 

at 'Hear Linn Live'. There'll be no rest 

for the wicked. You '11 be kept pretty 

busy hearing and comparing the 

complete Linn Hi-Fi range - from 

£1,600 systems to those costing over 

ten times as much. Checking out 

multiroom installations integrated with 

other home entertainment and elec-

tronic systems. Asking Linn factory 

and dealer experts devilishly tricky 

hi-fi questions, such as "what exactly is a multiroom 

installation and how is it integrated ... ?" If ever 

an event can claim to offer 

'everything you ever wanted to 

know about hi-fi, but were 

afraid to ask', 'Hear Linn Live' 

is it. Joining in seminars on 

topics like 'Hi-Fi' s Future', with 

senior Linn figures, including 

the usually very outspoken lvor 

Tiefenbrun, Managing Director. 

• Listening to Linn recording artists playing live. 

(Perhaps even trying your hand at balancing and 

mixing the sound, with a little help from Linn 

recording engineers.) In short, if you' re remotely 

interested in music and r.---------, Name _________ _ 

hi-fi, 'Hear Linn Live' will be a Sunday to I 
Address 

I 

remember. For more information or to reserve 

your free ticket, call the Linn Customer 

Helpline on 0500 888 909. Or return the 

coupon right away. Unless, of course, you' ve got 

something better to do with your Sundays. 

I I 
I Postcode Phone I 
I Number of tickets required I 
I Venue (please tick) I 
I London D Manchester D Edinburgh D I 
I Return to: 'Hear Llnn Live', Linn Hi-Fi, Floors Road, I 

Waterfoot, Glasgow G76 OEP. HFC2 

� FREE TICKETLINE 0500 888 909 � 



GET 40% OFF WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO 
HI-FI CHOICE AND CLAIM YOUR FREE SWEATSHIRT 
Why pay £2.95 for your copy of Hi-Fi 
Choice each month when you could 
pay as little as £1.78? By taking out 
a one year subscription to Hi-Fi 
Choice you will get 29% off the 
cover price, and if you subscribe 
for 2 years, you will save a 
staggering 40% 

Hi-Fi Choice is your only choice. Its 

rigorous blind test proceedures are 

both revered and feared by hi-fi 

manufacturers everywhere. And no 

other hi-fi guide contains as many pages 

of invaluable hints, tips - and buying 

advice too. That's why it's such an essential 

read when the time comes for replacing, 

upgrading or expanding your hi-fi system. 

And we'll not only give you up to a stagger
ing 40% discount, we'll also send you a 

FREE Hi-Fi Choice sweatshirt. 

If you subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice TODAY 
we'll send you a free Hi-Fi Choice 
sweatshirt. This tasteful garment is 

worth £15 and is supplied in extra 

large- it's what the serious hi-fi 

buyer around town is wearing this 

season! 

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice and you'll: 
• Have Hi-Fi Choice delivered to 

your door every month · 

• Get up to a 40% off the 
normal price 

PAY Tlf EASY WAY & PAY LESS! • Receive a FREE Hi-Fi Choice 
designer sweatshirt 

Reading the number 1 magazine will make sure you're 
kept up to date with what's happening and a subscription 

will save you money- you can save up to 40% of the 

normal price whan you subscribe, and your copy will be 
delivered right to your door. 

Paying for your subscription by 

direct debit Is the hassle lree 

way. For a limited period any 

subscriber who pays by direct 

debit gets £2 off the normal 

subscription price. 

• Get to impress your friends 
with your vast and up to the 
minute knowlege 

THIS OFFER WON'T BE REPEATED, SO SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
PHONE OUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON 0858 468888 

YES, I'D LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE 
Please start my subscription from the next available issue 
2 years (£1.78 an issue) D UK £42.50 D Euro £68.00 D World £89.50 

1 year (£2.08 an issue) D UK £25.00 D Euro £39.00 D World £51.50 

1 year (1.92 an issue) D UK £23.00- payment by direct debit (UK only) 

D I am an existing subscriber so please extend my current subscription 

Please indicate your preferred method of payment: 
0 0 I WOULD LIKE TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT AND SAVE A FURTHER £2 

Instructions to your bank to make payment from your account. 
(please complete parts (i) and (ii) below) 

(i) Your bank details: Bank's name __________ _ 
Bank's address 

Postcode 

Account number 1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1_1 

Bank sort code l I 11 I 11 I I 

Name of account holder 

(ii) Your instructions to your bank and your signature 
• VWe instruct you to pay direct debits from my/our account at the request of Dermis Publishing Ltd. 

•Theamountsarevaliable and may be debited onvariousdates. 

• 1/We understand that Dermis Publishing Lld may change 1he amounts and dates only after giving prior notice. 

•IIWe willlrlform the bank in writing if Vwe wish to cancel this Instruction 

• 11 aoy direct debit is paid wt"lich breaks the terms of these instructions the bank 'Nill make a lull refund. 

Your signature(s) 

=-Da::.:te::__ ________ Originator's identification no. 724680 
NB. Banks may refuse to accept instruclioos from some types of account No acknowledgement required. 

Q 0 I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER FOR£ _____ _ 
made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. - Hi-Fi Choice 

Q 0 PLEASE CHARGE MY 0 Visa 0 Access I Mastercard 

Card number l_l_l_l_ll_l_l_l_ll_l_l_l_ll_l_l_l_l 

Expiry date 1_1_11_1_1 Date. __________ _ 

Si nature 

Mr/Ms Surname Initials 

Company/home address 

Postcode 

Home/business tel: 

D Please tick here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new prodocts 

Post to: 

Hi-A Choice Subscriptions, 

FREEPOST W07, 



NOW SHOWING 

AT A DEALER 

NEAR YOU 

PD-5703 "This is a remarkable CD player for the 

money with a forthright, dynamic sound. lt can slot 

into systems from very affordable to very serious 

and deliver real CD magic." 

WHAT HI Fl? AWARDS 1994 

A-400 "Pioneer's design concept snaps into focus 

with an amp that seems to bubble with musical 

detail. A budget bench-mark." 

HI-FI CHOICE APRIL 1994 



@PIONEER 

�EFE�ENCE 
PeiNT 

YOUR REFERENCE POINT FOR THE BEST HI-FI 

Reference Point is a sound partnership between Pioneer and a nationwide network of 

specialist hi-fi dealers, selected because they're the most reputable independent experts. 

When buying Hi-Fi there is only one point to consider ... Reference Point. 

AVON 
Paul Roberts, Bristol 0272 429370 
Paul Roberts, Bristol 0272 250760 
Paul Roberts, 
Weston-Super-Mare 0934 620500 
Radford Hi-Fi, Bristol 0272 428248 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
B & B Hi-Fi, Luton 0582 459915 
Aichards Audio Visual, 
Bedford 0234 365165 

BERKSHIRE 
B & B Hi-Fi, Bracknell 0344 424556 
B & B Hi-Fi, Maidenhead 0628 73420 
B & B Hi-Fi, Newbury 0635 32474 
B & B Hi-Fi, Reading 0734 583730 
Frasers Hi-Fi & Video, 
Slough 0753 520244 
Opus Vision & Sound, 
Wokingham 0734 794998 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

B & B Hi-Fi, High Wycombe 0494 535910 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

Cambridge Hi-Fi, Cambridge 0223 67773 

CHESHIRE 

Hamlets Audio Visual, 
Stockport 061-4 76 3500 

CORNWALL 

ETS Electricentres, Helston 0326 573285 
ETS Electricentres, 
Penzance 0736 64274 
H.B.H. Woolacons, Bude 0288 352269 
ETS Electricentres, Truro 0872 79809 

CUMBRIA 
Practical Hi-Fi, Carlisle 0228 44792 

DERBYSHIRE 

Aoy Smith Electrical, 
Chesterfield 0246 234953 
Stuart Westmoreland, Derby 0332 367546 
FL Smith Electrical, 
Chesterfield 0246 823167 

DEVON 

Bernard Smith, Barnstaple 0271 43503 
Radford Hi-Fi, Exeter 0392 218895 
Radford Hi-Fi, Plymouth 0752 226011 
Upton Electronics, Paignton 0803 551329 

DORSET 
Movement Audio, 0202 529988 
Bournemouth 

Movement Audio, ( 0202 730865 
Poole 0202 721983 

ESSEX 
Chew & Osborne, Epping 0992 57 4242 
Chew & Osborne, 
Saffron Walden 0799 523728 
Classic Sound & Vision, (0702 461634 
Southend-on-Sea 0702 600130 
Hi-Spek Electronics, 
Brentwood 0277 226303 
Peter Foulkes, Colchester 0206 767428 
Peter Foulkes, Maldon 0621 853148 

Waters & Stanton, Hockley (0702 206835 
0702 204965 

Waters & Stanton, 
Hornchurch 0708 444765 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
Hutchinsons, 
Cheltenham 0242 573012 
Robbs, Gloucester 0452 419777 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
Bill Hutchinson, 
Manchester 061-839 8800 

HAMPSHIRE 

Cristavision, Fareham 0329 288660 
Now That's Hi-Fi, 
Portsmouth 0705 811230 
Sinclair Youngs, ( 0256 28623 
Basingstoke 0256 21307 
Southampton Hi-Fi Centre, 
Southampton 0703 228434 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
Chew & Osborne, 
Bishops Storttord 0279 656401 
David Orlon Ltd, Hitchin 0462 452248 
AadioLux, Watford 0923 229734 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Watford 0923 213533 

HUMBERSIDE 

Superfi, Hull 0482 24051 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

Aussells, Newport 0983 523864 

KENT 

Kimberley Hi-Fi, 
Bexley Heath 081-304 3272 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Sevenoaks 0732 459555 
Tunbridge Wells 0892 531543 
V.J. Hi Fi, Folkstone 0303 256860 

LANCASHIRE 

Kenneth Gardner, Lancaster 0524 64328 
Norman Audio, Blackpool 0253 295661 

Norman Audio, 

P & A Audio Video, 
Ormskirk 

Preston (0772 253057 
0772 555769 

0695 573456 
Practical Hi-Fi Warrington 0925 632179 
Romers Hi-Fi, Black burn 0254 887799 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Leicester 0533 557518 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
Superfi, 

LONDON 
Brians Hi-Fi, 
Hi Spek Electronics, 

Hi-Way Hi-Fi, 

Kamla Electronics, 
Myers Audio, 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Spatial Audio, 

Lincoln 0522 520265 

W1 071-631 1109 
N3 081-349 1166 

w2(071-402 2441 
071 723 5251 

W1 071-323 2747 
E17 081-520 7277 

SW1 0 071 352 9466 
W1 071-637 8702 

Stereo Regent Street, W1 071-287 2458 
Superfi, NW1 071-388 1300 

MERSEYSIDE 

Beaver Hi-Fi, Liverpool 051-709 9898 
P & A Audio Video, Crosby 051-931-3695 

MIDDLESEX 
Musical Images, Edgeware 081-952 5535 

Musical Images, Hounslow (081-569 5802 
081-570 7512 

NORFOLK 
Adcock & Sons, Watton 0953 881248 
Martins Hi-Fi, Kings Lynn 0553 761683 
Martins Hi-Fi, Norwich 0603 627010 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

H.G. Aapkin, 
Northampton 0604 37515 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Forum Hi-Fi, Nottingham 0602 622150 
Superfi, Nottingham 0602 412137 

OXFORDSHIRE 

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Oxford 0865 241773 
Witney Audio Centre, 
Witney 0993 702414 

SHROPSHIRE 

Shropshire Hi-Fi, ( 07 43 232065 
Shrewsbury 0743 232317 

W. Owen, Telford 0952 613818 

SOMERSET 

Paul Aoberts, Taunton 0823 270000 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

Purkiss Hi-Fi, Hanley 0782 265010 

SUFFOLK 
Peter Watts, 
Bury St Edmunds 0284 703045 
System Sound, 
Sudbury 0787 372348 

SURREY 

Audiolife, 081-653 3657 
Thornton Heath /2261 

Cosmic, 0932 854522 
Addlestone /851753 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Guildford 0483 36666 

Tru-Fi, Leatherhead 0372 378780 

Tru-Fi, 

Tru-Fi, 
Weybridge Audio, 
Weybridge 

SUSSEX EAST 
Smythe & Barrie, 
Eastbourne 

. I 0737 766128 
Redhrll 

0737 767404 

Camberley 0276 686414 

0932 851121 

0323 729192 
Sunderland Electronics, 
Brighton 0273 774113 

SUSSEX WEST 
Cristavision, 
Chichester 0243 775444/5 
Sunderland Electronics, 
Worthing 0903 201187 

TYNE & WEAR 

Bill Hutchinson, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 091-230 3600 

WEST MIDLANDS 

Coventry Hi-Fi, Coventry 0203 440529 
Cleartone, 
Birmingham 021-633 4944 
Frank Harvey, Coventry 0203 525200 
Superfi, Birmingham 021-631 2675 
Universal Electronics, 
Wolverhampton 0902 23741 
W.M.E.C., Rowley Regis 021-559 1412 

WILTSHIRE 

P A Sounds, Melksham 0225 708045 
P A Sounds, Trowbridge 0225 777799 

YORKSHIRE NORTH 

Maxwells, Northallerton 0609 773535 
Vickers Hi-Fi, York 0904 629659 

YORKSHIRE SOUTH 

Superfi, Sheffield 0742 723768 

YORKSHIRE WEST 

Amrik Electronics, Bradford 0274 722530 
Amrik Electronics, Leeds 0532 752285 
Bill Hutchinson, Leeds 0532 427777 

Eric Wiley, ( 0977 553066 
Castleford 

0977 55677 4 
Superfi, Leeds 0532 449075 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

CO. ANTRIM 

Nicholl Bros. Ballymena 0266 49616 

CO. DOWN 

LAG Sound & Vision, Belfast 0232 732452 

SCOTLAND 

GRAMPIAN 

Holburn Hi-Fi, 

MID LOTHIAN 

Bill Hutchinson, 

STRATHCLYDE 

Bill Hutchinson, 

TAYSIDE 
Robert Ritchie, 

WALES 

GLAMORGAN 

0232 451381 

Aberdeen ( 0224 585713 
0224 572729 

Edinburgh 031-667 2877 

Glasgow 041-248 2857 

Mont rose 0674 73765 

Quinns Audio Visual Systems, 
Swansea 0792 773644 

GWENT 

Hi-Fi Western, Newport 0633 262790 

® PIONEER 
The Art of Entertainment 



ON TEST 

Cassette Dec <S 

Setting levels 

Setting appropriate recording levels for 
recording is a black art. The optimum set

ting depends on such factors as the deck, 
the tape and the music. 

In general, drive the tape as hard as 

you can. Ferric tapes can usually be 

peaked to around 

+3dB on the record 

level meters, 
chromes a dB or so 
higher, and metals 
on average about 
+6dB. The distortion 
measurements in the 

reviews made at odB 

and +8dV ref oVU 
(counter zero) should help. Using a high 

recording level reduces background 
noise, which may mean you can manage 
with a less powerful noise reduction sys
tem (eg Dolby B instead of Dolby C). This 
inevitably pays audible dividends. 

lt2 Hi-Pi Choice November 1994 

The analogue compact cassette deck lives on - Alvin Gold 
tests five oft he very latest incarnations to defy the 
onslaught of new digital media. 

T
he obituary for the compact cassette 

has been written several times in the 

past. It was written when the com

pact disc was introduced- surely no one 

would buy crotchety, unreliable cassettes 

to play in their cars and personal stereos 

unless they were bunjee jumping, micro

phone wielding, oat-<:ake munching freaks. 

It was rewritten when DAT came along 

with a better, digital recording mouse

trap, which promptly disappeared from 

still has a great future. The onus was on 

the newcomers to make a case for them

selves, and one by one they have fallen by 

the wayside. Even the promoters of DCC 

and MD, the only real competition still in 

the running, now talk only of comple

menting cassette and not replacing it. 

Remarkable, but true. 

Yes the writing is surely on the wall for 

view with a rapidity that had the industry �iiiiiiii�������jm� 
wondering what Satanic forces might be 

ranged against them. It has taken two 

completely new recording media - DDC 

and MD - to finally make people face the 

obvious, namely that compact cassette 



A 
s always, the tests were conducted 

in two parts, listening and laborato

ry tests, with the measurements 

being used to inform the listening results 

rather than the other way around. 

The measurement programme was per

formed by the author, using a Hewlett 

Packard spectrum analyser to analyse the 

mechanical behaviour of the transports, and 

a Lindos computerised measurement system 

which was responsible for the figures and 

frequency responses. Full measurements 

were made using all tape types, only a small 

selection of which are shown with the 
reviews themselves. 

The two types of measurement that corre

late most closely with the listening results 

the compact cassette, and yes, cassette 

sales are on a downwards spiral, but cas

settes - hardware and tapes alike

remain very, very big business. Reports of 

the format's demise have been greatly 

exaggerated. Quite what the future will 

bring is into the realm of speculative fic

tion, but it is perfectly clear that it will 

take a long time before any of the 

pretenders are in a position to take on 

cassette head to head. It is surely a signifi

cant irony that only compact disc has had 

any success so far. 

Before looking at our group of test cas

sette decks in detail, let's try and spell out 

what it is that they are used for. All the 

evidence is that relatively few people are 

in the business of using cassettes for 

creative, quality-critical work. Most of this 

market, which encompasses anything up 

to and including commercial location 

recording, has been mopped up by 

alternative media, the most obvious of 

which is OAT, which remains strong in 

professional circles. 

It seems equally unlikely that many 

people would buy a cassette deck with the 

intention of also buying quantities of pre

recorded cassettes, and making this their 

main source of prerecorded music. The 

quality of commercial tapes, limited to 

Type I! tape and Dolby B, ren1ains as it 

always was (dire), while prices have 

increased on a punitive upwards spiral to 

almost compact-disc levels. Indeed this, as 

much as any other factor, is surely a key 

to the eventual demise of the compact 

cassette medium, and is an indictment of 

the industry which has conspicuously 

failed to drive the technology forward as 

it has become available. 

There remain several excellent reasons 

for supporting the compact cassette. One 

is to play existing collections of cassettes. 

Many listeners have built up large num

bers of recordings over the years, and 

have no special desire to chuck them on 

the scrap heap in the interests of the mak-

are the frequency responses and the 

spectrum analyses. Small, local aberrations 

in the response plots are generally less 

important than overall trends affecting a 

wide range of frequencies, and to a first 

approximation, the 3ooHz-skHz band has. 

the greatest influence. 

Listening was carried out with a high 

quality hi-fi system using both loud

speakers and headphones, and mainly 

with TDK tapes corresponding to the 

industry standard IEC references. These 

are not necessarily the high fliers, but all 

decks should be capable of using them to 

good effect. These tapes were TDK AR 

(Type I ferric), SA (Type I!/ chrome bias) 

and MA (Type IV metal). 

ers of more recent digital media. As the 

saying goes, if it ain't broke, why fix it? 

Other factors in the continuing saga of 

compact cassette are related, such as the 

fact that cassettes recorded on a home 

deck will play in a car or personal cassette 

player. For this kind of application, the 

ability of Dol by S to make recordings 

which help overcome the environmental 

noise problems without severe side effects 

(see Dolby S panel) is fast becoming a 

major factor in the facility's recent 

growth, which is threatening to become 

exponential. That is, if it hasn't already 

done so. Finally, of course, the continuing 

strength of cassette remains its ability to 

record from radio, CD or any and all 

other available sources, with good quality 

(again, Dolby S is an increasingly impor

tant element in the story) and the mini

mum of hassles. 

The cassette then remains a viable, even 

an im.portant source of music, albeit a 

secondary one in the sense that the best 

recordings are made by copying compact 

discs. and also that prerecorded material 

remains the poor relation. 

it is possible to buy respectable perfor

mance for under £150 which meets all 

the requirements of high-fidelity, albeit 

of a fairly basic kind; and at the other 

end of the price scale, the top rung of 

Nakamichis and the like can give CD, 

OAT and DCC a surprisingly hard time. 

Again, it is only the parasitic relation

ship of the compact cassette with other 

media that prevents it being treated on 

equal terms. This said, its flexibility 

remains unrivalled. 

Tested in this group are five models 

representing a cross-section of the 

affordable mainstream, though atten

tion has been restricted to single mecha

nism decks on the grounds that twins 

belong in a rather different market dom

inated by questions of convenience and 

flexibility, where sound quality often 

comes a distant third. 

Until now, the Dolby S process has been 

restricted to a small selection of mainly 

three-head, three-motor decks, with some 

notable absentees, most famously that 

doyen of the high-end, Nakamichi. 

Nakamichi hasn't changed its corporate 

stance, but the introduction of low cost 

OEM Dolby S modules seems to have 

triggered an avalanche of new models 

onto the market. 

Dolby S has always been a more 

intriguing process than the ill-starred 

Dolby C. lt is much more complex in 

operation, and although the amount of 

noise reduction is scarcely greater than 

Dolby Con paper, it sounds much quieter 

in practice. 

lt has some other important proper

ties too. One arises from the way that 

Dol by S 'tracks' the envelope of the 

Dolby B process, albeit with about 10-

15dB extra hiss reduction at any given 

frequency. The result is that when 

replayed using Dolby B, the frequency 

response is about right, and there is 

very little Dolby mistracking to be 

observed. All that happens is that low 

signal levels are raised by that same 1o-

15dB, introducing a quite effective and 

largely side-effect-free compression. 
This is not the sort of thing you would 

want in your home, but it is invaluable in 
the car, where it can be used to overcome 

background noise levels without increas
ing the volume. lt is also of benefit on 

headphone portables, where the ears 

gain an extra degree of protection by the 

same mechanism. 

In the past, Dolby S was a fairly messy 

sounding system, but at last sound 

quality is beginning to improve radically 

(see the conclusion to the Pioneer review 

on page 49). The best recordings are still 
those made without Dolby, but the gap in 

some cases is quite narrow, and the cost 

in hiss noise is one that has a direct, 

detrimental effect on the music. 

Hi-Fi Choice November 1994 43 



248 Lee High Road 
Lewisham London SE13 SP 

Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 
Fax: 081 318 0909 

Things to do on a rainy Monday ? 

Join us at one of London's classic venues, the Blackheath Concert Halls on Nov 21st for:-

A MUSICAL EVENING WITH NAIM AUDIO 
Billy Vee, N aim Au.dio and Blackheath Concert Halls have joined together to bring you an evening of 
interest, music and fun. Hear the full Nairn Range, talk to the Nairn guys win some Free CID's, enter our 

draw and take and 0% Credit Deals. 
· 

details. 

REEiA 

Rega Products 
Planar 2 Turntable ............... £198.00 

Planar 3 Turntable .................. £260.00 

RB 300 Tonearm ............... £139.00 

Brio Amplifier ....... .................. £198.00 

Elex Amplifier ......................... £359.00 

Elicit Amplifier ..... ................... £730.00 

Kyte Loudspeakers .................. £198.00 

Ela Loudspeakers ................... £405.00 

Xel loudspeakers .................... £1040.0 

CYRUS 

Cyrus Products 
Cyrus 3 Amplifier . .................. £499.00 

Cyrus PSXR Power Supply ........ £299.00 

Cyrus FM7 Tuner ..................... £399.00 

Cyrus Discmaster .................... £949.00 

Cyrus Dacmaster .................... £949.00 

Mission 751 Speakers ............ £299.00 

Mission 752 Speakers (New) .. £499.00 

Mission 753 Speakers ............ £699.00 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

We demonstrate everything we sell 
so you can be sure that any of the 
products you see advertised here 
are on display and available for 
audition. 
Our helpful and experienced staff 
are on hand every day (except 
Thursday and Sunday) to help 
explore the possibilities open to 
you. We welcome your visit. 

•Two listening rooms 
•Two year minimum guarantee 
•Free 24hr delivery service 
eo% Finance available,see below 
•Part exchange service available 
•Outstanding product range from: 

AIWA • ARCAM ·AUDIO TECHNICA • CYRUS 

DEN ON· HEYBROOK • JPW • MARANTZ • LINN 

PRODUCTS • MISSION • NAD • NAIM AUDIO 

NAKAMICHI • POLK ·QUAD • ROTEL • REGA 

RUARK-ROGERS-SOUND ORG-SPENDOR 

TARGET· TANNOY • WOODSIDE • YAMAHA 

LINN 
--

e r I 

·· �· ·· .,, .,., � 

Llnn Products 
Mimik CD Player ........................... £798.00 

Karik CD Player ............................. £1497.0 

Majik Amplifier (Phono) .................. £593.00 

Kairn Preamp ................................ £1398.0 

LK100 Power amplifier .................. £549.00 

Klout Power Amplifier ................... £1895.0 

Tukan Loudspeaker ....................... £398.00 

Keilidh Loudspeaker ...................... £595.00 

Kaber Loudspeaker ....................... £1298.0 

. 

na1m 

Nalm Products 
NA CD3 CD Player ......................... £898.00 

NA CDI CD Player .......................... £1862.0 

Nait 3 Amplifier ............................. £499.00 

NAC 92 Preamp ............................ £405.00 

NAC72 Preamp ............................. £638.00 

NAC 82 Preamp ............................ £1945:0 

NAP90/3 Power Amp .................... £395.00 

NAT 03 Tuner ............................... £499.00 

0 °/o INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
Up to £1000 Instant Credit available to personal Callers 

Tel: 081 318 5755 & 081 852 1321 J vzsA J ...__ __ __J . Opening times: 10.00am to 6.30pm Monday to Saturday (Closed Thursday) 



AIWAAD-F450 
T he AD-F45o's immediate 

predecessor, the AD-F410, caused a 
ripple in the industry when it was 
launched on an unsuspecting 

public. For a paltry fwo, its specification 
includes; light-touch logic controls, Dolby B 
and C, fine bias adjust and Dolby HX Pro. At 
the time it was the cheapest HX Pro 
equipped deck available. 

it's impossible to say whether the Aiwa's 
sales projections were realised because 
figures like these are commercially sensitive. 
However, the 410 was replaced by the 450, 
which for all intents and purposes is exactly 
the same deck, give or take a little cosmetic 
retouching, except that the price has risen to 
£120. Still cheap in other words, but not 
quite the essential purchase it once was -
on paper at least. 

The design hasn't quite escaped the 
ravages of time and progress. The controls 
are large and clear, and the loading door 
(unfashionably stuck off to one side) has a 
clunky precision slightly undermined by the 
rather lightweight feel of the deck as a 
whole. Least impressive of all is the display 
area, which includes a low resolution record 
level meter whose scale is unilluminated, 
which makes it difficult to read. 

There are few features of note beyond 
the basics, but the roll call does include 
audible cue/review, track skip and variable 
bias which is effective with ferric and 

chrome (Type I and 11) tapes. 

Sound quality 
The Aiwa gave no cause for complaint on 
audition. it produced a very stable, accurate 
sound with Type 11 and IV (TDK MA and SA 
respectively). I was delighted, and not a little 
perplexed, by its ability to handle large scale 
orchestral and vocal material. In one test, 
using the Telarc Verdi Requiem, the Aiwa 
made a recording which sounded decently 
solid and tuneful in the lowest octaves, with 
instruments and voices individually 
articulated and with excellent spread and 

LAB REPORT 

The mechanical behaviour of this deck is quite 

remarkable. The Aiwa may look like a £120 cheapie, it 

may even handle like one, but the wow & flutter (and 

the spectrum analysis that supports it) would be 

impressive for a deck costing £soo. lt is easily the best 

in this group. The tests were redone with a variety of 

tape types, and at the beginning and end of a tape, with 

nothing to show except disdainful consistency. 

The frequency responses were generally 

satisfactory, with Type 11 being the most accurate (not 

shown), followed by Type IV. Type I (ferric) tapes 

showed some treble loss, but this can be adjusted 

using the fine bias control. Signal-to-noise and 

headroom performance are also satisfactory, but the 

deck is clearly optimised for good Type lis rather than 

metals. 

Type IV response: ill controlled bass and 
loss of treble level are main features. 

lA""l(dB)OYV 
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specificity (individual voices and instruments 
could be located in space with ease). There 
was even a suggestion of image depth. The 
plain fact is that most decks as inexpensive as 
this have a tendency to homogenise fine 
detail and defocus stereo imagery. 

The Aiwa sounded expressive and 
articulate with single female voice (Mary
Chapin Carpenter) and percussive and solid 
with classical piano (Nojima/Liszt). Take no 
notice of the price-tag and forget the grotty 
record level meters - this is a proper grown 
up cassette deck. 

If I was being pernickety I might describe 
the bass as short on tunefulness and pace, 
and the treble as a little lacking in air. Maybe 
the sound overall is a touch too laid back to 
entirely escape the charge of being 
compressed. If the record levels are pushed 
as high as with some of the more expensive 
models, and this applies especially with 
metals for which the Aiwa lacks the required 
headroom in its record amps, the F450 
begins to loose grip of the subtleties and the 
music quickly ends up as a salad. This only 
serves to reinforce the assessment that this 
isn't a deck for which metal tapes are a 
sensible choice. Stick to a good quality, 
quiet Type 11, and you won't go wrong. 

Conclusions 
The classic beer-budget bargain, and an 

VERDICT 
obvious Best 
Buy. All you pay 

Refined sound with guts is £120, and all 
and excellent stereo 
soundstaglng uslng you get is music. 

Typell tapes. Plug in a TDK 
Recordlevelmeters are SA, select Dolby 
crude,and the deckfeels B and prepare to :::s:Ughill�yidonky. 

be amazed. The 
I ***** 

'IWIJ ***** only problem, if 

£120 you can call it 
one, is that it 
looks and Summit Centre, Skyport 

Drive, West Droyton, 
Middlesex UB7 OL Y. 

m oB1-B977ooo 

handles just 
like any other 
£120 deck. 
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SPECTRA 
Dynamics 

® 

CID©©QlJ�UD© 
PANELS 

The simplest and most cost 
effective way to upgrade your 

existing system 

Buy at least 2 
Deflex panels 
specially designed 
and patented by 
Spectra Dynamics 

Remove foam 
and/or wool 
damping from the 
inside of your 
speaker (if fitted) 

Place the flexible 
Deflex panel thru' 
the speaker cut-out 
and stick to the 
inside of the 
cabinet 

Sit back and listen 
to extra detail in 
sound, and far 
less distortion 
when played 
loud 

What the experts have to say •.. 
" .. a marked improvement was obvious 

from the first few bars of REM's 

Automatic for the people album . . . " 
Hi-Fi News & Record Review- March1994 

" ... the result was sharper imaging, wider 
dynamics and a more natural sound ... " 

Hi-Fi Choice - January 1994 

" ... Deflex panels seemed to give greater 
tightness and control, improved internal 

clarity, and pitch definition -all without 

deadening the sound in any way ... " 
Audiophile - January 1994 

Standard Panel £7.95 (280 x 210mm) 

Sub Woofer £11.95 (340mm dia) 

Adhesive £3.50 (200ml) 

For further details and a 
Tel. ( 0 7 4 5) 57 1 6 0 0 

Used in professional stage monitors 
where the bass resolution is 

significantly improved 

MAGNAPADS INCORPORATE THE SAME ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY ALREADY SUCCESSFULLY PROVEN 

IN SPECTRA DYNAMICS' "DEFLEX PANEL" 
PRIMARILY DESIGNED TO ABSORB UNWANTED 

V/BRA TIONS DIRECTED AT SPEAKER COILS AND 
MAGNETS, AND TO PREVENT FURTHER SOUND 

REFLECTIONS OFF THE FLAT SURFACES 
SIMPLE TO FIT-APPLY A FEW SPOTS OF 

"SUPER GLUE" TO THE MAGNET AND PLACE 
THE MAGNAPAD IN POSITION. 

Available in four sizes: 75mm, 125mm, 175mm & 225mm diameter 

Prices from £7.95 per pack of 2 

Foculpods are high performance vibration absorbing supports designed to 
be placed under Compact Disc Players, Turntables, Amplifiers, 

Loudspeakers and all other Audio, Video and Computer equipment. 

The material is a specially formulated low resilience polymer 
with excellent shock absorbing properties. 

At nearly half the price of similar products, Foculpods not only 
save you money, but are equal, if not 

better in performance. .-----� - �--- _ /- .--- - -. -........ ,P..:::' 
-- -r c � ) --�"'�-Available from r- --- -·-

_;::.- .-) "� ">J 1--� >��- --- __ .£��;:::---_::".;_----_- 1 
L.--�- .:::--- - - ----- ------� 0>' 

£19.95 per pac� of 4 ---::��� /- . 

This Deflex material is supplied in sheet form with a 
parallel "rib" running down its length. 1t can be 
used in a number of applications, 
e.g. it can be cut to fit as a wrap around 
ports on reflex designs 
(see inset) 
or on the flat panels inside 
transmission line or horn loaded 
speakers. 

Deflex Wrap £14.95 (280 x 21 Omm) 

DISTRIBUTORS WORLDWIDE 
U.K. Tel. (0625) 500507- Fax. (0625) 500508 

Australia Tel. 3 429 2199 

Canada Tel. 514-691-2584 - Fax. 514·692-9980 

France Tel. 1 48 76 34 74 - Fax. 1 48 77 08 98 

France Tel. 78 95 04 82 - Fax. 78 60 76 35 

Germany Tel. 2961/51211 -Fax. 2961/51640 

Germany Tel. 0208/35977 ·Fax. 0208/381370 

Greece Tel. 01 8028406 - Fax. 01 8064802 

Holland Tel. 076-715010 ·Fax. 076-714773 
Indonesia Tel./ Fax. 31 311 598 

Israel Tel. 3 5407279 • Fax. 3 5407438 
Norway Tel./ Fax. 755 25335 

Russia Tel./ Fax. 095 179 3753 

South Africa Tel. 021 439 8450 • Fax. 021 439 845.1 
Spain Tel. 34 63 33 11 56- Fax. 34 63 74 43 01 

Switzerland Tel./ Fax. 61 361 64 66 

Switzerland Tel./ Fax. 21 824 1175 

U.S.A. Tel. 415-669·7 1 81 Fax. 415-669-7558 

U.S.A. Tel. 608·831-3433 Fax. 608·831-3771 



DENON DRM-740 

A 
ccording to Denon's crib sheet, the 
DRM-740 was begat by the DRM-
710, which set a tradition (In one 
generation) offering high 

performance cassette decks at reasonable 
prices. Well, maybe we can buy that as the 
DRM-710 was generally well received, though 
my own reaction was lukewarm, partly 
because the ruddy thing would not work from 
a timer. The idea of a cassette deck that 
cannot switch itself on and record Science 
Now while I'm out granny-baiting is 
something I won't put up with. 

So where are the improvements? lt is 
cleaner looking than its predecessor, 
but to call it 'very modern' is like calling 
John Lilley 'very charismatic'. Let's just say 
they've caught up with where most of the 
industry was a couple of years ago. A 
dual-capstan mechanism is also mentioned 
in the blurb, but the 710 also had one of 
those; it was the 71o's predecessor, the 
DRM-700, that didn't. 

In fact only a few cosmetic changes 
distinguish this model from its elders. lt is a 
three-header of course, with Dol by B and C, 
high resolution meters with a sodB range, 
plus an outsize real-time counter display. 
Tape tuning aids are limited to a manual fine 
bias adjust, and the deck has an output level 
control interposed in the signal feed to help 
guarantee some residual loss of 
transparency. And that's just about it, except 

that the DRM-740 still lacks a record-timer 
standby facility. Ho hum. 

Sound quality 
Looking back over the notes I made of the 
DRM-710's musical performance way back 
when, I was unsurprised to find similar 
observations to those made of the new 
model. Basically, the Denon is capable, but 
with some reservations. 

The caveat refers in the first instance to a 
tendency to sound rather laid back and 
restrained, even damped. The effect was 

LAB REPORT 

The Denon achieves a 'fair, but could do better' rating in 

the lab-test programme. Pitch stability is satisfactory, 

but the level of flutter sidebands, whose disturbance 

value is roughly proportional to their level above the 

noise floor, is higher than it should be. 

The various record/replay frequency response traces 

(of which only the better than average metal one is 

shown) all show a loss of output in the bass, and an 

excessive treble peak before dying away - and this 

measured at -1odB instead of the traditional-2od8 

(ref. oVU) when you might expect to see such excesses 

a little better restrained. The replay-only response 

(relevant to commercially prerecorded material) shows 

the same clear level boost above skHz. Type IV response: low frequency head 
contour effects, a correctly optimised 
mid band, and boost in the treble extreme. 

LHel(dB) OVU 
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rather like looking at the countryside through 
a window rather than viewing it directly, 
where the peripheral vision, though it's not 
what you focus on, adds something 
intangible but vital to the experience. lt is this 
subtle level of something I can't quite put my 
finger on that sets the Denon apart from the 
best in this group, including the Technics and 
the Pioneer. 

Take the Mary-Chapin Carpenter 
recording,/ Am A Town. The Denon has a 
peculiar effect on the music, pulling the voice 
subtly back into the middle, and making the 
whole effect thinner and lighter. The gravitas 
and richness of tonal colour were largely 
gone, though treble detail remained clear and 
articulate. In particular, the cello lost 
something of its robust body sound, and the 
subtle way the vocal stress is modulated from 
one verse to the next was rendered just that 
bit less obvious. 

The whole effect was less characterful, 
and while no-one would be likely to take 
offence at tapes made on this deck, equally 
few are likely to be excited. I found no special 
suitability for metal tapes, and on the whole I 
would advise users to stick with a good 
Type 11 and Dolby B. 

Conclusions 
The fault lies in the product description. lt 

VERDICT 

Denon'slatest 
now looks cleaner; 
pod metres 
Inoffensive sound. 

0 An unexceptional 
purchase- no timer 
andlllsn'tcheap. 

::::· 
***** 
***** 
£260 

181 Hoyden Laboratories Ltd, 
Chiltern Hill, Cha/font St 
Peter, Gerrards Cross, 
Bucks SL9 9UG .• 

(0753) 888447 

looks like a 
brand new deck, 
and it comes on 
like one, but 
under the skin 
there is the same 
unsophisticated 
transport 
mechanism, 
which is 
probably just 
about due for 
some quality 
engineering 
time. 
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the new improved Arcam Alpha 5 system 

Close your eyes and see the ditfcrcncc between Arcam's new Alpha 5 Recommendation in the 1994 What Hi-Fi? Awards. 

system of ru-fi components and anything else in its price range. Finally, feast your ears on the new Alpha 5 Plus CD player - quite 

Ignore the fact that the Alpha 5 amplifier is our best 'budget simply, the best value high performance CD player ever produced by a 

audiophile' amplifier ever, outselling all others in the UK for the past UK manufacturer. Over the past year the critics have heaped praise on 

year. Don't be tempted by its attractive styling or a price tag which its predecessor, the Alpha 5 CD player, calling it "the player to beat" 

looks too good to be true. Just listen, and discover for yourself a quality (What Hi-Fi') and "standing head and shoulders above the rest" 

of sound that can only be described as exceptional. (Hi-Fi News)*. Now, thanks to new master clock circuitty, the 5 Plus 

Next, try the Alpha 5 FM tuner. Again, don't let its surprising sounds even better and once again sets the standards for other CD 

atfordability seduce you. Instead, listen to broadcast sound that is natural, players to match. 

clear and dynamk - qualities which gained it a class leading Just listen. Close your eyes, open your mind, and see the light. 

*If you already own an Alpha 5 CD player. we'd be happy to update it to full 5 Plus spccific:Hion. Please call our service department at the number below during office hours for full details and prices. 

ARC AM 

For more irifomwtion, inc/11ding the nearest place yo11 can listen to Arcarn, complete the corrpo11 and post it to: 

Arcmn, Pernbroke Aver111e, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England. Or telephor1e: (0"1223) 440964 (24 hours). Fax: (0"1223) 863384 

In Canada: Avalon Aud1o Ltd. 101 1-ianlm K.d .. Woodbndgc. Ontano L4l3f'S Td (905) 850 7511. In Nrw Zealand: A\·alon Aud1o. 587 Moum Edt·n Rd .. Auckbnd Td: (09) 639 9000. In 1he USA: Aud1o Influx Corponuon, PO Box l81. Highb.nd Uhs, N�:w jcMy 07422-038\ Td: (201) 764 8958. 

·�-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please send me information and reviews on (please tick boxes): Please send me a brochure with details of all your products D 

Arcam CD players D Arcam tuners D Arcam amplifiers D Arcam's cassette deck D Arcam speakers D AudioQuest cables D 

Title ____________ First Name __________________________________ Surname ______ ___________ ________ ___ _________________ _ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ Postcode _________________ _ 
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PIONEER CT-54305 

D 
olby S continues its slow but 
relentless march into more 
affordable price strata. Until now, it 
is Sony that has made the running 

with cheap Dol by S recorders, which is 
remarkable given what Sony has invested in 
that great rival to the future of Dolby S, 
MiniDisc. Prior to the U-54305, which is 
S-equipped, Pioneer concentrated on the 
opposite price extreme. 

The cassette mechanism is mounted 
amidships so that the tape is not too far from 
the unit's centre of gravity. The CT-5430 
boasts a full Dolby set, namely: B, C, S and HX 
Pro, and an excellent display which can be 
turned off to avoid visual distractions and 
improve sound quality. Headphones can be 
connected via a dedicated volume control, 
which operates independently of the main 
line output - an essential feature, I reckon. 

If your old tapes are sounding dull due to 
heat, magnetisation or because the tape head 
azimuth isn't a match for your machine, FLEX 
can apply up to 1odB of correction, which will 
also help correcting Dol by tracking errors due 
to replay level mistracking. 

Finally, Pioneer has fitted Super Audio 
BLE. No, not the notifiable cattle disease, but 
a one-button means of setting record bias, 
sensitivity and equalisation. 

Sound quality 
I received this deck from another magazine 

which shall remain nameless, though their 
corporate view was, I understand, that they 
were underwhelmed by what they heard. 
I don't know what they were listening to, or 
(perhaps more important in this case) what 
they expected to hear, but for my money 
this is one of the best-value Pioneer models 
for a considerable time, and a successful 
outing for Dolby S, which in its early 
incarnations too often tended towards 
opacity. 

With metal tape and Dolby S, the deck is 
impressively dynamic and detailed. There is 

LAB REPORT 

The test programme shows a loss of high frequency 

output in the playback-only response run, accounting 

for a slightly dulled sound with commercial recordings. 

We made a series of tests of the record/replay 

response with each tape type on both channels. This 

was impressively accurate after running each tape 

through the Pioneer's BLE tape alignment process, with 

little deviation from the optimum straight line. 

Output in the bass holds up well, though not without 

some head contour shaping of the response. Noise and 

distortion are okay, too, with some 24d B of extra 

weighted signal-to-noise improvement. Finally, pitch 

stability is about right for the price. Some flutter energy 

can be seen on the spectrum analysis, but it is random 

and noise-like, rather than being concentrated into a 

particular band of frequencies. 

Type IV response: broadly accurate 
response shape, an extended bass, and a 
small treble lift. 

Levtl(dB)OV\.1 

Cassette decks 

the barest hint of heaviness or overhang, but 
at too low a level to constitute a proper cause 
for complaint. The treble demonstrates a 
complexity and richness, for example when 
dealing with percussion, that make it 
surprisingly engaging, especially when the 
stability and weight of the sound was added 
into the equation. 

Stereo imagery was stable and assured, 
and recordings sounded surprisingly tidy and 
distinctive, unmarred by the subtle clogging 
effects of tape hiss. Surprisingly, it was Dolby 
B that sounded less secure and a little thin, 
and as expected, it was Dolby C, clearly the 
odd man out here, that sounded most 
opaque. Chrome bias tapes could also be 
used to good effect, but not without 
sacrificing some of the vitality and solidity of 
metal recordings. 

Conclusion 
Taking price into account, performance is first 
class, and I have no hesitation in awarding this 
deck a Best Buy. The combination of metal 
tapes (not many £200 decks have the 
wherewithal to use metals constructively) with 
Dolby 5 is the recipe for recordings which have 
the authority, power and dynamics to make 
sense of even quite ambitious music, and 
there is none of the subliminally perceived 
hiss you hear even with Dolby C at times. 

VERDICT 
0 Extremelywell 

engineered Dolby 5 deck 
for the proletariat. 

0 Sllghtlydull soundwith 
prerecorded tapes; 
a trace of low 
frequency overhang. 

::::· ***** 
B Pioneer Hi'Fi (GB) Ltd, 

Hollybush Hill, 

Stoke Poges, Slough, 

Berks SL2 4QP. 

111 (0753) 789789 

Tapes recorded 
with Dolby S and 
used in a car 
undergo a mild 
compression, 
which helps 
boost the music 
above the level 
of road roar, 
without any need 
to increase the 
volume. This 
deck is a natural 
for preparing 
such recordings. 
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50NYTC-K415 

S 
ony's latest sub-£200 model is a 
simple, crisply styled machine. lt 
has clear record level meters, a 
tape set-up system and three 

heads, which means that you can check the 
quality of recordin gs as they are being made. 
Other featurettes include track search 
capable of looking for tracks up to 3 0 away 
from the current position (imagine how 
useful that would be if you were playing, say, 
Cilia Black), and selectable auto-play 
following rewind. 

Three-heads for ft8o is impressive by any 
standard, but you must be prepared to get 
your hands a bit dirty. The tape alignment 
process, which provides control over bias and 
sensitivity but not equalisation, is performed 
manually by adjusting bias and level pots (the 
latter incorrectly named record level) to match 
the display pointers, first to each other, and 
then to a fixed indicator. 

lt transpires that this deck has undergone 
some design tweaking by a team at Sony's UK 
headquarters, with the specific intention of 
improving sound quality rather than pure 
measurements. To this end a new ceramic 
cassette stabiliser, damped by Sorbothane 
rubber has been specified, which has the 
effect of holding the tape firmly in place and 
decoupling it from the rest of the deck. The 
mechanism and head block are similar to the 
one specified for some of Sony's more costly 
models, and the signal path has been kept as 

simple and as direct as possible. 

Sound quality 
Sony's efforts almost paid off. The basic 
performance standard is remarkably good 
when recording without Dolby or with Dolby 
B, especially with good Type 11 tapes such as 
TDK SA (for which the deck is well aligned). 
The player sounded alive, with fine, rich vocal 
quality (Mary-Chapin Carpenter's The Hard 
Way) with the singer's vocal mannerisms and 
rich vocal quality allowed free expression. 
Orchestral material retained its shape and 
vitality, and a piano test recording 

LAB REPORT 

The chief measured anomaly was the high level of 

dropout with Type IV tapes that had performed 

satisfactorily with the other decks (this arises from the 

intimate head contact needed with high bias tapes, and 

has been referred to in the listening notes above). 

The playback-only response shape is also rather 

peculiar, thanks to an overall loss of treble, though the 

loss of output seems to be evenly spread across the band, 

suggesting that ecualisation errors are the main cause. 

The other tests gave results commensurate with the 

deck's price and pretensions. In particular, although they 

are not reproduced here, the Type I and Type 11 (ferric and 

chrome bias) frecuency response plots were flat within 

1dB to beyond 1okHz, though the presence of a sharp 

head-contour ringing effect was obvious in all cases. 
One of a number of Type IV responses run 
with different tape samples, showing high 
levels of dropout. 

LON ... (�B)OV\J 
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(Liszt/Nojima) confirmed good pitch stability 
and presence. 

The picture only began to fall apart with 
metal tapes, and with Dol by C. The loss of 
stability with metal tapes identified in the 
measurements was especially obvious in 
the higher frequency region, which acquired 
a coarse, frazzled quality. Cymbals and 
percussion, which had sounded so clean 
and well controlled in the Type 11 test runs, 
became aggressive, glassy and uneven. 

And Dolby C? I'm afraid it's the same old 
story. Although the problem of a whistly 
hiss at the top of the passband appears to 
have been largely resolved in recent years 
- the Sony did a fine job of suppressing 
this hiss - the cost is a rather deathless 
quality with a leaching of ambience and 
muted dynamics. Unfortunately, effects of 
this kind appear to be more or less 
inevitable with Dolby C, though I stress that 
I was unable to identify anything in the 
measurements (with the Sony, or on 
previous occasions) which would explain or 
even confirm the observation. 

Conclusion 
The intention, to make this model a wolf in 
sheep's clothing, has not quite been realised. 
Transport problems, (in all probability poor 
control over back tension), have had the 
effect of spoiling metal-tape performance. 

VERDICT 
0 Excellent middle-range 

performer with Type 
11/DolbyB. 

0 TheSonyhasan 
uneven treble with 

The Heights, 

Brooklonds, Weybridge, 

SurreyKT13 oXW. 

11: (0932) 816000 

Stick to Type lis 
and Dolby B, and 
this deck is a 
peach, but 
personally I'd 
like to see it 
revamped with a 
twin capstan 
transport and 
improved replay 
equalisation, 
and would be 
happy to pay a 
little more for the 
privilege. 

Hi-Fi Choice November 1994 51 



QUESTION 

OF QUALITY 

1 f you enJOY the touch of injection-moulded plastic, you'll probably go to pieces when 

buying loudspeakers I The Castle customer never falls for fools mate and his strategy allows 

the choice of seven handcrafted models in nine real wood veneers before making an important 

move J. To play the game, advance to your local Castle dealer or contact us for his position 1 

1!1 
CASTLE 

Castle Acoustics Limited, Park Mill, Shortbank Road, Skipton, North Yorkshire 8023 21T, England. Tel. (0756) 795333 Fax. (0756) 795335 



' '1' 1 1 Cassette decks 

TECHNICS RS-BX701 CASSETTE DECK 

T 
he Technics RS-BX701 cassette deck 
is very distinctive. The exquisite 
precision of its controls, the subtle 
and effective styling features, the 

well-oiled transport mechanism and (most of 
alO, the solid brick-like feel of the deck all tell 
their own story. 

The solidity comes from a little something 
called THCB, Technics Hybrid Construction 
Base, which consists of a steel/rubber 
sandwich for the base acting in conjunction 
with insulating feet. This base behaves a little 
like the tloorpan and suspension of a car in 
absorbing and dissipating loads. 

The RS-BX701 is also notable for the 
electronics complement. As well as a three
head mechanism with PC-OCC head windings, 
plus Dolby B, C, HX Pro, it uses a circuit 
derived from Technics's Class AA amplifier 
circuit to reduce head coil inductance and the 
consequent loss of high frequencies and 
phase problems. On the operating side, the 
transport logic controls extend to a powered 
loading. The most prominent selling point, 
however, is an auto tape set-up called 
Advanced ATC (Auto Tape Calibration) which, 
at the press of a button, aligns sensitivity and 
equalisation at one of three user selectable 
bias frequencies. Music with a strong bass 
content - classical orchestral music would 
usually fall into this category - might be 
expected to benefit from the high bias setting, 
which increases low frequency MOL 

(maximum output leveO and vice versa. A 
central, normal setting is also provided, and in 
each case the changed MOL setting is 
included in the optimisation process, so that 
the frequency response remains essentially 
unaltered. 

Sound quality 
This is one talented machine, and the 
Technics sounded as good as I had 
anticipated. In my judgement it is an 
exceptionally truthful design, with only the 
faintest indication for much of the time that I 
was listening to a cassette deck. The issue 

LAB REPORT 

As on audition, so on the test bench: the Technics gets 

a clean bill of health. The playback response plot is 

flat, and the various record/replay responses were 

reasonably accurate once tweaked. Without running 

through the alignment process, the deck gives a 

rather subdued treble with Type I and 11 tapes, which 

is worth bearing in mind. Wow & flutter is low, if not 

state-of-the-art. 

Bass responses are unextended but well controlled, 

which is a sensible compromise from cassette, and are 

responsible for the undramatically clean bass quality 

on audition. The adjustable bias feature worked after a 

fashion, though you would need fairly extreme music to 

justify a non-standard bias setting. Type IV response: 'dished' shape, with a 2 

- 3dB treble peak (ref 1kHz); bass is 
smooth, but appears to have been filtered. 

�l{iii)OV\J 
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here was not so much that the deck was 
stable, or the electronics clean, it was more 
the fact that these things didn't even arise as 
question marks. Even when using the aural 
equivalent of a magnifying glass, namely 
headphones, I soon came to accept that I was 
listening to music and not to a machine. 

I attempted to pick holes in the Technics's 
performance by ringing the changes with 
tapes and the Dolby settings. The side-chain 
electronics sounded much more transparent 
than most of the others, ascertained by 
monitoring the Technics through the test 
amplifier's tape monitor loop, with the deck 
switched to source monitor. By contrast, the 
Denon sounded positively opaque in the 
same situation, the others falling in the 
middle ground. Metal tapes sounded sharper 
and cleaner than lower bias tapes, but the 
difference was modest, and entirely 
commensurate with known differences in the 
tapes. Pre-recorded tapes sounded sweet and 
even and some of my older recordings, which 
I had more or less set aside, acquired a new 
lease of life. In the end I am pleased to report 
that the Technics is well set-up and 
fundamentally well conceived. 

Conclusion 
This is a good deck, though the higher-than
average ticket price, relative to the others in this 
group, should be taken into account. The only 

VERDICT 

Welldeslped, well 
enpneered, -llset and 
-llset up; lt sounds 
unobtruslftlyucellent. 
None really, apart 
from the cost and the 
lack of Dolby 5. 

!:::· ***** 
*

**

** 
£270 

181 Panosonic Consumer 

Electronics Ltd, Panosanic 

House, Wil/oughbyRd, 

Brackne/1, Berlcs RG2Z 4FP. 

tit (0344) 861656 

disappointment 
was the absence 
of Dolby S, which 
on the evidence 
of the Pioneer is 
now well worth 
having. The 
Technics proved 
capable and 
musical under all 
conditions of 
use, thanks it 
seems to a wide 
spread of 
abilities. 
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LOOKS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NOTHING 

AT ALL 

THE BEST IN 

THE WORLD. 

�LO 
E l E C T R I C 

Interconnects and 
Speaker Cables. 
Made in USA 

Distributed in the UK by 

W O L L A T O N  
.A.-u-o-•-o 
tel/fax: 0115 928 4147 

SOUND ACADEMY 
High Street, Bloxwich (Nr. Walsalll 
Wimid land 
Tel: (0922) 493499 

RAYLEIGH HI·FI 

2 1 6 Moulsham Street, On-the-Parkway 
Chelmsford 
Tel (0245) 265245 
1 32- 1 34 London Road 
Southend-on-Sea 
Tel (0702) 435255 

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO 

158 Ombersley Road 
Worcester WR 3 7HA 
Tel (0905) 5 8046 

ZEUS AUDIO 

2-4 Great Victoria Street 
Belfast BJ2 7BA 
Tel (0232) 332522 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

Tei/Fax (0602) 81 3562 

MUSIC MAnERS 

363 Hogley Road, Edgbaston 
Birmingham B 1 7 8 DL 
Tel(021) 429 281 1 
156-157 Lower H igh Street 
Stowbridge, West Midlands 
Tel: (0384) 444184 

93-95 Hobs Moot Road, Solihull 
West Midlands B92 HJL 
Tel: (0211 7 420254 

THE POWERPLANT 

66 Upper North Street 
Brighton BN 1 3FL 
Tel (02731 775978 

KAMLA ELECTRONICS 

251 Tottenhom Court Road 
London 
Tel (0711323 2747 

SOUND ORGANISATION 

4 Pickfords Wharfe, Clink Street 
London 
Tel (0711 403 2255 

AUDIO ROOM 

Serving West London and Home Counties 
Tel (081) 893 4483 

MIDLAND HIFI STUDIOS 

Royal London Buildings, Wulfruno Street 
Wolverhampton 
Tel (09021 77 1 77 4 



Cassette decks 

CASSETTE DECKS 

Conclusions, best buys and recommendations 

A 
basic fact underpinning the reviews 

is that for serious fidelity, the abili

ty to use metal tapes effectively is a 

fundamental requirement. Metal tapes 

have often been criticised in the past, but 

my experience is that when this arises the 

blame lies not with the tape, but with the 

cassette deck. It is possible to make some 

very attractive recordings on Type 11 stock, 

but only metals are capable of delivering 

that last crucial ten per cent. 

It was in this very area that the Denon 

DRM-740 slipped up. With Type 11 tapes it 

was perfectly fine, but metals failed to 

provide much in the way of additional 

musical rewards. Despite the new (if 

derivative) exterior, the antiquity of the 

record amps and heads provide the clue 

to its poor showing. 

The Sony TC-K415 was also a little disap

pointing, not in this case because of any 

perceived shortcomings with metal tapes, 

but because of high levels of drop out and 

general high frequency instability due to 

poor transport behaviour. There were no 

such problems with the Technics RS

BX701, which repays its higher than aver

age price with some excellent engineer

ing. This model is a good all rounder, 

lacking only Dolby S. 

Dolby S meets its apotheosis in high 

Alwa 

Best of the rest 
The number of budget alternatives to decks like Aiwa's AD-F450 has reduced of late as 

unprofitable models have been discontinued and not replaced, and others have been almost 

imperceptibly squeezed upmarket. They are not alone, though. Kenwood can always be 

relied on for well-thought-through budget decks and their £170 KX-3050 auditions well. 

Other possibilities include the Denon DRS-610, which will set you back £2oo. This model is 

unusual for its horizontal-loading transport mechanism, which allows the deck to be made 

slimmer than usual, and which helps in the reduction of microphony. 

The AD-F450 (tested this issue) is not the only value for money star in the Aiwa range. 

There are several other thoroughly modern designs which have been just as aggressively 
priced. From their single deck range, the AD-F81o is a particularly attractive example, which 

for £230 includes a fine, dual capstan mechanism with three heads and Dolby S. Last but not 
least, the £300 5-equipped Sony TC-K611S should be considered, though on other grounds it 

not quite a match for the best at this price. 

The upper prices are shared by several interesting models, though the stripped down 

Nakamichi range remains the one by which others are judged. Shortlist the three-head 

energy, high bias- that is metal tapes. 

Each brings out the best in the other. I 

was particularly concerned to see 

whether the Pioneer CT430S's Dolby S cir

cuit, one of the first on a two-head, twin 

motor cassette deck, would pass muster. 

There were good reasons for anticipating 

a poor outcome as true metal tape 

compatibility is asking a lot at this 

price. Happily, this was not to be. 

There are clues to be found in the 

good high-level distortion figures, 

which show that the heads can handle 

How the decks compare 
De non Pioneer 

Nakamichi DR-1 (£8so) if price is no object, 

but be sure to audition the battleship-like 

Teac V-BoooS (£700) and the home grown 

Arcam Delta 100 (£850) too. The Arcam lacks 

the spit and polish of the best Japanese 

machinery, but the design is a thorougbred, 

and should not be overlooked. 

signals that cause others to saturate, but 

the clincher is the sound. At £200, this is 

a damn fine sounding deck. 

Last but not least, a second look at the 

Aiwa AD-F450. This model, which I 

thought I was familiar with, gave me an 

uncomfortable surprise when I discov

ered how well it stood up to the other 

products on test. Of course this is not a 

deck that makes much sense with Dolby 

S, but as a truly affordable model for use 

with Type 11 and Dolby B, it is nothing 

less than a cracker. 

Sony Technics 
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ER IEC386Q-PK %  ""o."'"' 1o"6"' % _______ ""o."'"'17"'%.---------- ""o."'15"'"1o,-. 
------- "'o.-:c16"' 5"' % _______ "'o,::-ots"'t•""y., ______ _ 

MEANWTD 0.825% 0.13% 0.13% 0.129% ,O._o:14,3-"%'----------
(ROSSTALK REF 008 
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-::!��:'::';�::.;�:--------- -7::;;:�:-:;-:��::.;�;------- -"::"'� :"': �'-;�;------- =o:�.;c�:f��o;�;------- ::;::"C���9�:-,B,---------
63KHz ·32.9oB -38.7oB -34.5oB -36.5oB �-3� 6.7' 3o';<B'-------
10KHZ -29.8oB -32.2oB -32.0oB -36.5o8 �-2= 9-=5o= B 

______ _ 

NOISE CCIR468·3 Q·PK IEC IECTYPE I IECTYPE 11 IECTYPE IV 
PEAK WTO ·43.40B ·4B.60B ·46.7oB 
PEAK UNWTO ·46,6oB ·49.4oB ·49.7oB 
MEAN WTo ·43.6oB ·4B.SoB ·46.8oB 
MOL3% REF 0DB 
1KHZ 
DISTORTION (THD+N)@ +SoB 
100Hz 
1KHZ 
6.3KHZ 
DISTORTION (THD+N)@ ·BoB 
100Hz 
1KHZ 
6.3KHZ 
DIMENSIONS 
AV. WIND/REWIND TIME {(90) 

N/A N/A -l.loB 

8.52% 14.1% 16.5% 
5.88% 10.9% 15.2% 
3.28% 2.80% 5.55% 

1.18% 0.626% 0.786% 
1.28% 0.684% 0.767% 
0.982% 0.939% 1.11% 
43 X 14X27 (W X H X O)CMS 
2 MIN 10 SEC 

IECTYPEI IECTYPEII IECTYPEIV 
-38.5oB -44.6oB -4l.OoB 
-43.8oB -47.7oB -45.108 
-38.6oB -44.9oB -41.2oB 

+4.508 +0.1oB l.loB 

7.94% 14.4% 10.4% 
4.97% 11.7% 10.0% 
2.75% 3.38% 7.61% 

1.07% 0.609% 0.628% 
1.14% 0.58% 0.639% 
1.10% 0.81% 0.916% 
44 X 11 X28(W X HX O)CMS 
2MIN 42SEC 

IECTYPE I IECTYPE 11 IECTYPEIV 
-46.6oB -45.0oB -43.0oB 
-44.1o8 -45.6oB -44.9o8 
-40.9o8 -45.3oB -43.2oB 

-1.7oB -2.908 -1.9oB 

6.99% 13.1% 10.1% 
4.64% 10.3% 9.69% 
2.91% 3.19% 7.52% 

0.992% 0.646% 0.63% 
1.12% 0.724% 0.76% 
1.19% 0.885% 1.10% 
43 X 12 X28(W X H X O)CMS 
2 MIN 28SEC 

IECTYPE I IECTYPE 11 IECTYPE IV 
·43.1oB ·48.0oB -46.3oB 
-47.3oB ·49.0oB -48.8oB 
-43.3oB -4B.2oB -46.6oB 

+0.308 ·l.OoB N/A 

15.4% 16.0% 8.90% 
0.95% 10.4% 2.89% 
1.17% 3.15% 4.67% 

0.84% 0.63% 0.66% 
0.95% 0.57% 0.63% 
1.17% 1.00% 1.01% 
43X 13 X31(W X H X O)CMS 
1 MIN 4 8SEC 

IECTYPEI IECTYPEII IECTYPEIV 
-38.8oB -41.6oB -40.2oB 
-40.5oB -41.3oB -40.6o8 
-38.9oB -41.8oB -40.4o8 

N/A +0.6oB N/A 

10.4% 16.3% 10.9% 
3.07% 5.72% 3.43% 
1.12% 1.55% 1.71% 

0.936% 0.80% 0.93% 
1.18% 0.81% 0.82% 
1.21% 0.96% 1.00% 
43 X 13 X 30(W X H X O)CMS 
2MIN29SEC 
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We blow our own trumpet 

So you can play our Cornets 

We have spent the past 25 years developing loudspeakers to meet the 
demands of the most discerning consumer and with the Comet range we 

have created a series with a stylish and timeless design. The technical 
excellence within the loudspeakers allows for the production of light, 

transparent and perfectly uncoloured sound. 

The Cornet Range - The Total Listening Experience 

.Jamo 



Jamu 
BlolNing 

Trumpets 
DEALER TOWN TELEPHONE 

Adams&Jarrett StLoonards onSea (0424)437t65 
Ashton Da�s Bectrical Chessington (08t) 3974tt8 
Audio Design East Grinstead (0342) 3t4569 
Audio Vi�on ServicesFordingbridge (0425) 654400 
Audiotnte Thornton Heath(08t) 6533657 
Balco T/A Woroest<l' Park Worcest<l' Pari< (08t) 33020t8 
Barnstaple Sony CentreBarnstaple (027t) 45429 
Barretts Ashford (0233) 6291t9 
Barretts of CenterburyCanterbury (0227) 767576 
Bowers & 'Mikins Worthing (0903) 264t4t 
Brighton Audio Brighton (0273) 62287t 
Bryants HiFi Video 1V .AJdershot (0252) 20728 
Burden Electrical Ltd Swindon (0793) 6t3733 
Centerbury HiFi Canterbury (0227) 7653t5 
Cepital Cameras Crawley (0293) 543555 
Chelston HiFi T orquay (0803) 606863 

Churdles Hove (0273) 3246t6 
Churdlers Worthing (0903) 30558 
Collingwood Radio Barstead (0737) 35t365 
Cosmic Radio Weybridge (0932) 854522 
Crannage Brothers Uckfield (0825) 762978 
Cr�tavi�on Portsmouth (0705) 297262 
Davis & Eason Faversham (0795) 532148 
Dawscn's Bournemouth (0202) 764965 
ETS Helston (0326) 57380t 
Eklctncal Disccunt Centre Gravesend (0474) 326600 
Eklctrical World R1ngwood (0425) 4 73999 
Gibbs Electrical Southampton (0703) 772475 
George Fry Bournemouth (0202) 43t888 
HamiHons Electronk:s Sou1hampton (0703) 228622 
Hawksworth & Wheeler Folkestone (0303) 255888 
Hawksworth & Wl'ee� Maidstone (0622) 756756 
Hea�tree Radio Heavitree (0392) 58783 
Hopkins HiFi Portsmouth (0705) 822t55 
Howes of Sooth Boroojl T urllOOge Wel� (0892) 28682 
JD Stereo Centre Ch1ppenham (0249) 654357 
Jal'lis Radio Chnstdlurdl (0202) 485477 
Jchn Marley Dover (0304) 207582 
Kimberleys H1fi Be>dey Heath (08t) 3043272 
Sunderland Eklctronics Brighton (0273) 7741t3 
T a�or & Roberls Hi!Semere (0428) 643286 
The Horsham Sony Centre Horsham (0403) 255432 
VJ HiFi Folkestone (0303) 256860 
VJ Hifi Margate (0843} 226977 
WeyblidgeAud1o Weyblidge (0932) 851121 
i\Jphabec London NW2 (071} 4319133 

Anaog Audio London N12 (081} 4451443 
Colingwood Radio Ewell {081} 393 2252 
Goodwns Wood Green (08t} 8880077 
Kam� London W1 (071} 3232747 
Lays� ltd London SW14 {081} 8767632 
Musk:sl Images Coven! Garden (07t} 4g7t346 
Mus<at Images Edgeware (08t} 9525535 
Musicsllmages Houn<Jow (081} 5695602 
Nicholl> Hifi London SE 12 (081} 8525780 
R1ghtway London W2 (071} 7237565 
Selfndges London W1 (07t}6291234 
Sona ElectroniCS London W8 (071}9384811 
Gashes ot Cor!< Cork (Eire} {021}276771 
LRG (Sound & Vision} Belfast (0232} 451381 
Todds oflJmenck umerick(Eire} (061}417222 
Zeus Audio Sellas! (0232} 332522 
Benfells �ackpool {0253} 21799 
Gas Sac Bradford {027 4} 626211 

Cryers B�ckbum (0254} 51842 
Eric Wlley Castleford (0977} 553066 
JG 'Mndows Newcast� upon Tyre (091} 2321356 
Manders Hifi Grimsby (0472} 351391 
Miller Brothers Doncaster (0302} 321333 
Normans Aud� Preston (0772} 253057 
Pennine TV Ke>ghley {0535} 607593 
Ready VISion Huddersfield {0484) 532294 
R1� Bectronics Yori< {0904) 679859 
Sound Deals Preston {0772} 796108 
Sounds Incorporated Pontefract (0977} 791215 
Un1que Systems Ashton {06113431852 
West gate Audio Visual Bradford {027 4) 732947 
'Mikinson HIFi Nel>on {0282) 612901 
Derann Audio VISUal Dudtey (0304) 233191 
forum Hifi & VKieoCentre Nortingham {0602) 622150 
tivng Design Stoke on Trent {0782) 336233 
The Stereo Shack Lacester {0533) 530330 
BG Aud�& Tel<lvsion Bury SI Edmonds {0284) 755227 
HG Rap�n Northampton {0604} 37515 
P Dogra & Son Slough {0753} 521706 
PJ's Hifi & Video Centre Banbury {0295} 263222 
Pounds Ltd Hoddesdon {0992} 465531 
R LeviiS & Co Stroud {0453} 762485 
Roystons Nuneaton (0203} 385489 
Select TV Bnst<J {0275) 883135 
The Videofactor Gerrards Cross (0753} 884552 
V AudiO Brist<J (0272) 686005 
Wentworth AudiO Dunstat;e (0582} 663363 
Excel Venture Trad.Co. SINGAPORE (65} 3832200 

Jamo HIFI USA lnc USA {I} 7084984648 
Pan International Camp HONG KONG (852} 8891989 

Scan Audio AUSTRALIA {61) 34292199 
Taiwan Audio Trad.Co. TAIWAN {886} 42237609 
Jamo UK Ltd Daventry {0327} 301300 

Jarno 
"The Sound of Excellence" 

CD UPGRADE 
Improve the sound of your CD player or transport with our 

highly renowned 'Clock 2' modification. Hear the potential 
that the CD medium really has to offer. 

• High accuracy (5 ppm) low jitter performance. 

• Increased transparency and resolution. 

• Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure. 
• Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless 

of price. The level of improvement is just as great 

with expensive transports as it is with inexpensive 

players. 
• Major sonic improvemet over our original clock 

modification. 
• Special price upgrade available to customers already 

fitted with clock 1. 

This modification can be carried out by Trichord Research 
Ltd, or by your local Trichord dealer for only £141.00 inc 

V AT and return Carriage. Also available in kit form with 

instructions for the technically competent at only £65.00 inc 
VAT. 

for more information: 

TRicltoRd RESEARclt LiMiTEd 
Td: (0684) HH24 

OR (044J) 8168�6 
FoR rhosE who ARE muly sERious AOOUl rhEiR Music 

6 WoodlANds ClosE, MAlVERN WElls, WoRCS, wr� 14 4JD 

J u t pure music 

the VISTA 

line-amp 

the LECTERN ® 

power-amp 

the SERVO A.2 

speakers 

the naturally 

neutral 

chain 

ECA DISTRIBUTION 
P.O. Box 3023 London 
NW2 7RW 
Tel: 081 830 5128 
Fax: 081 208 1271 





W
hile most of the world has 

moved on to CD, the 

anacrophile still treasures 

his or hervinyl and wants to get the best 

out of it. This has caused a polarisation 

within the shrinking turntable market. 

There is still plenty of room for the likes of 

in proportion to the level of engi

neering put into the deck itself. 

Three of the four turntables tested 

here are British-built, and all four 

have appeared in Hi-Fi Choice previ

ously in one guise or another. The ever-

This may be the last time we gather 
in a crop of new turntables for 

review, but standards are at an 
all-time high. So if you're a 
vinyl junkie find out what 

Dual, Rega and Systemdek at the lower end, 

as there is for the high-end decks. The middle 

popular Michell Gymdec(£1, 138 in clear 

finish including RB 300 arm and QC PSU

a bronze finish adds a further £83 to the 

market, however, previously dominated by the 

likes of the LinnAxis and the Pink Triangle Little Pink 

Thing, is now little more than a wasteland. 

A cheap CD player can sometimes sound as good 

as an expensive player in certain systems, but the 

same could never be true of a cheap turntable. Paying 

more for your record player can bring about massive 

improvements in sound quality, which are directly 

Alan Sircom made 
of the latest 

harvest. 

price-tag) has been seen in many a test since its 

introduction in the early Eighties. It has had a 

new lease of life with the Tom Evans-designed 

GyropowerQC off-board power supply.lts design is a 

true classic and shows no sign of ageing, even today. 

Scratch any photographer, art editor or designer 

and you'll find a Gyrodec fan, which is why it 

appeared in a number of style-led advertisement 
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campaigns in the Eighties. 

Another of the great British decks of the last 

decade was the Townshend Rock turntable. This 

unique design using headshell damping was the 

brain-child of a research team led by Professor Jack 

Dinsdale at Cranfield Institute of Technology. The 

original Rock saw many minor transformations, cul

minating in the substantial Rock Reference. but faded 

from the scene in the early Nineties. However, the 

£799MkiiiRock(minus arm)sees Townshend back 

in the frame, with a pared-down, back-to

basics Rock design for vinyl's final years. 

Although it is the cheapest of the four 

decks, it should not be considered without 

a £169 Seismic Sink or at the very least, the 

£99 Low Profile Sink. Townshend is a firm 

believer in the Rega arm design, and has pro

duced an arm board which includes VTA adjust

ment, omitted from the RB 300 design. Plans to 

re-introduce the Rock Reference, new arms and power 

supplies, are in the pipeline. 

The Voyd turntable, £1,570 in its basic guise, needs 

no introduction to regular readers of the magazine, 

as it has been the preferred selection for many a 

member of the Choice team over the years. It has also 

been long associated with the popular Audio 

Innovations and Audio Note amplification in this 

country, and has received rave reviews both at home 

and abroad. The Voyd uses a unique arrangement of 

three motors to drive the platter. Of the four decks 

tested, it is the only upgradeable turntable. It is pos

sible to buy an improved bearing and massive power 

supply, together with a Lexan platter, that brings the 

standard Voyd to within a hair's breath of the 

extremely well respected £5,950 Voyd Reference deck. 

When the Linn Sondek LP12 was king of the hill, an 

American alternative called the Well-Tempered 

Record Player could make little headway in this coun

try. Times change, however, and via a new distributor 

(Pear Audio) run by ex-Linn senior John Burns, and a 

new outlook, the Well-Tempered range has 

impressed many an old flat-earther. Indeed, the deck 

has taken long-standing Linn{Naim fans by storm, 

converting at least two reviewers and several dealers 

to the Well-Tempered cause. 

The £1,800 Record Player is the cheapest deck in 

a range of three from the company. All are sup

plied as complete turntable{arn1 packages and 

are often seen in this country used 

with Dynavector cartridges, and 

often with Dynavectorf 

Bodini amplifiers 

and Shahinian 

speakers. They 

also share a 

common and 

original design 

brief: ul traligh t arm, 

with a paddle sitting in 

a highly viscous bath of 

fluid; motor completely iso-

lated from the rest of the 

turntable; bearing constructed to 

allowmaximum playwhenat rest;and 

the barest minimum of sophisticated 

electronics. Pear Audio recommend using 

the decks on a heavy slab of stone. 

With turntables at this level, it's next to impossi-
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The Townshend 
Mk Ill Rock provides great 

detail and solidity all in an 
Inexpensive package. 

A turntable with the stamp of 
engineering artistry firmly upon it: 

the Michell Gyrodec. 

ble to remove system bias or listener preferences. 

Most amplifier/speaker combinations have been 

associated with certain turntables. for example Linn 

turntables withNaim amplifiers, Voyds withAudio 

Innovations amps and so on. So if any test is to be 

absolutely fair, it should use electron-

ics which have not been shoe

horned into a relationship with a 

particular turntable. 

My own system (an Audio Note 

AN-S6c MC step-up transformer, 

'Innovations P2 phono stage. a PX4-

triode-based Border Patrol power 

amp and a pair of Audio Note AN:J 

loudspeakers, using Audio Note sil

ver cable throughout) would be too 

biasedin favour ofTheVoydturntable. 

I have therefore started from scratch, 

using an Audiolab 8000PPA phono 

stage into a Sugden Stemfoort SF100 

amplifier and thence to a pair of ProAc 

Response One 'S' speakers, using Chord's 

Blue Heaven cables throughout. This sys

tem is transparent enough to determine differences 

between the turntables, although ultimately the 

phono stage is not to everybody's taste. 

Two performance benchmarks were used. Both a 

SME Model 20, fitted with a van den Hul-wired SME 

Series V Gold Standard arn1 and an OrtofonMC 7500 car

tridge; and a Pink TriangleAnniversarywith a Wilson

BeneschActOne arm and a long-serving DenonDL-304 

cartridge. The former deck provided an absolute ref

erence, while the latter was adjusted to match the 

minor speed variations in each of the test turntables, 

which could otherwise subtly influence the subjec

tive performance of each deck. 

Each deck was used with a Rega RB 300 arm and a 

newer, fitter, second Denon DL-304 cartridge, with 

the exception of the Well-Tempered which used its 

own arm (there is no other option on the W-1) and 

£189 Dynavector 10X4 cartridge. In addition, each 

deck was placed directly on a Mana Reference table, 

once again except for the Well-Tempered, which sat on 

a small paving slab, and the Townshend Rock, which 

sat on the new slimline Low Profile Sink. 

Each deck was tested for its isolation performance 

by placing the cartridge on a groove without setting 

the record turning, but with the gain turned up fulL 

Tapping on the turntable table and watching for 

flapping cones is a sure way of determining 

the performance of a deck. Finally, the 

volume level remained unchanged 

and even the records played were 

standardised, so that there was no 

variation between discs. The records 

used were The Brand New 

Heavies Brother Sister, The 

Cowboy Junkies The Trinity 

Sessions, Deee-lite World 

Gique, The D'oily Carte's late 

fifties rendition of HMS 

Pinafore on London Records, 

Eat Static Abduction, Nusrat 

Fateh Ali Khan Mustt Mustt, 

Arvo Part Tabula Rasa, 

Rachmaninov Symphonic 

Dances and Tom Waits 

Swordfishtrombones. 



CONSTRUCTION: 
Michell Gyrodec ***** 

Townshend Rock ***** 

TheVoyd ***** 

Well-Tempered Record Player ***** 

In all honesty, there is little betweenanyofthesedecks. 

Each is so heavily dipped in its own philosophy that 

even construction reflects design ideals. The Gyrodec, 

however, stands out as being an engineer's turntable. 

Everything slots together with elegant sim-

plicity and is designed to last. The new 

�power supply has a heatsink that 

runs hot to the touch. 

Setting up the Gyrodec 

is easy, and access to 

the set-up points is 

good, once you 

get the suspen

sion covers off. 

But, although it is 

possible to get the 

Gyrodec up and running 

in minutes, ifyou spend time get

ting the suspension bounce and sub

chassis position absolutely correct, it really 

does pay dividends in terms of sound quality. 

It's unlikely that you'll have a chance to set up the 

W-T Record Player. Pear Audio has transformed the per

fornlance of the deck by ensuring that the setting has 

to be performed by a dealer. It's a good thing too, as the 

set-up is a unique procedure. 

Aside from using a platter, arm and cartridge, there 

is almost no connection between this deck and any 

other- apart from fellow Well-Tempered decks. The 

arm is a spindly affair that sits in a bath of gloop, and 

the bearing has almost total play. With most turnta

bles, no matter how tight the tolerance of bearings, 

there will still be some friction problems; whereas with 

the Well-Tempered the bearingtoleranceis simplynot 

an issue due to the design. Build quality is very 

good, with a fine level of finish, although a lid 

would be welcome, especially with an 

exposed bath as a handy dust-trap. In the 

review sample, the voltage-conversion 

resistor<lropper wi thin the power lead ran 

very hot when the deck was running, and 

I'd prefer to see a proper power supply. 

The Voyd uses a unique set-up of three 

equidistantmotors,fedfrom aseparatesplit

phase power supply. This makes the turntable 

rather large, although the Gyrodec with its wooden 

plinth still seems like the biggest of the four. 

The build quality ofThe Voyd is generallyprettygood. 

The engineering is not as striking as that oftheGyrodec, 

but it is robust and well put together. Setting up is a lit

tle problematic, however, as fitting the belt over the 

threemotors is ablack art,andsubchassis levellingcan 

only be performed from the underside of the turntable. 

This means that the deck needs to be placed on a jig or 

at least between two tables, which can be a bit of a bind. 

The Mkiii Rock is tlle cheapest of tlle four and it shows. 
It is little more tllan a glmified Seismic Sink fitted witll a 
turntable and damping trough. It has no suspension, no 
frills and everytlling is finished in a dark -grey powder eo at. 

However, it poses the question: are any further 

enhancements to the basic turntable design neces

sary? The basic Rock package is a functional, efficient 

The exceptionally accurate Voyd 
can be highly critical of vinyl 
collections, but has the added 
advantage of upgradeability. 

A winning presence, 
the Well-Tempered Record Ployer 
is the most rhythmic of all decks 
tested here. 

piece of engineering. It lacks the fancy touches of the 

Gyrodec but still performs with consummate skill. 

Centralto theRockdesignisthedampingtrough atthe 

headshell of the tonearn1. 1his overcomes any of the 

resonancesin the arn1 itself, thoughitdoubles thearn1 

set-up time.Aside from this -and filling the damping 

outriggerwith gloop-the deckis a doddleto prepare. 

And,like the other three, once set up, it stays set up. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Michell Gyrodec ***** 

Townshend Rock ***** 

TheVoyd ***** 

Well-Tempered Record Player ***** 

The Gyro(RB 300/DL-304 combination finished all in 

silver, black and gold has a sound to match 

its rather sophisticated appearance. 

It sounds very similar to a scaled

down version of the SME Model 20, 

with a supreme sense of poise and 

balance and excellent imagery. It is 

also highly detailed, resolving vast 

amounts of information from the 

mid and top. The bass lags behind 

that of other turntables in the test, 

but is rolled off subtly instead of 

being ragged and ill-controlled. 

Regardless of the style of music 

played, the Michell Gyrodec added 

arguably the least inherent character or 

tonal coloration of the group. 

This fact may also contribute somewhat to the 

turntable's greatest weakness; for, in comparison 

with the others in the pack. the Gyrodec lacks excite

ment. It is the perfect high-end bargain, as such 

energy and life can be drawn out 

by using a SME V in the 

place of a Rega and a 

expensive cartridge like 

a Benz-Micro, I(jseki or 

Lyra. Used with the arm 

and cartridge in the 

test, however, the deck is 

a little too well-mannered, 

especially for fans of bold, 

sweeping classical or rock 

music. 

This could never be said 

of the Townshend Rock, as 

it takes every record played 

and conver t s  it into some

thing shiny and new. It has 

plenty of manners, if that's 

what's on the record and for the 

most part plays music with a bright, 

clear air. It defines new levels of 

control and grip over the disc, especial

ly at the lower frequencies. All the other decks 

seem to have a few stray bass resonances by 

comparison and the Mk III Rock has the cleanest, 

tightest bass performance of virtually any 

turntable I've ever encountered. 

This excellent bass performance goes hand in 

hand with superb levels of detail. as the Mk III Rock 

seems to pull more subtle information from the Rega 

arm and Denon cartridge than any of the others. It 

was only beaten by the benchmark Pink Triangle and 
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THE SVNERGV 
an Exciting New Amplifier from Tube Technology 

Dual Mono 150W per Channel, Remote Controlled 
All Tube Line level Integrated Amplifier. 

For further details on the Synergy and our complete range 
including a UK dealer list, please call or write. 

Don't trip UP. on your 
speaker cable! 

When you invest in good quality hi-fi equipment, why 
skimp on the cable? 

Especially now that Ortofon can offer 3 types of top
quality cable for under £10. 

Each cable is made up of very fine core copper strands 
rated at 6-Nines (that's a copJJer purity of 99.9999 % - it 
doesn't come much better), IS flat and flexible for easy 
installation and features a 'tack-rack' for panel-pin fixing. 

Cable Type Description 

SPK 100 Twin-core while cable, each core with 130 copper strands (total 260 strands). 
SPK 200 :,r,i��d-s)o��JJ����b����(3b�Q�i1�i�;d�;�h twin-core treble (260 
SPK300 7-core blue cable_ hovin� 13 strands per core (each strand laminated). Requ1res so dering. 

You'd better hound us for the no me of your nearest stock1sl. 

ortofon 
Ortofon (UK) Limited, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Pete�, 

Bucks SL9 9UG. Tel: 0753 889949. 



SME decks in this important respect. In addition, the 

imagery is good, but very unconventional. Rather 

than the stereo soundstage produced by most turnta

bles, the Mk III Rock produces a sort of hologram, 

where everything is focused but rather omnidirec

tional. This allows the listener to sit off-axis, yet still 

hear the sound at its best. 

If there isjust one word that can sum upTheVoyd, 

then it has to be 'dynamic'. The deck can make high 

quality recordings come alive with a naturalness 

that leaves the others for dead. This proved to be 

something of a double-edged sword, however, as 

although this deck played acoustic passages better 

than any of its combatants, it made studio rock 

recordings with amplified instruments sound 

either over-produced, over-processed or over-com

pressed. When HMS Pinafore or Rachmaninov's 

Symphonic Dances is played on The Voyd, the level of 

imagery- especially image depth- and focus ranks 

well above all the others. 

By comparison, The Voyd sounds noticeably 

slower than the others in the test. However, the 

considerable amount of bass information resolved 

by the deck may account for this relatively relaxed 

presentation. Once again, this is no problem with 

most classical or jazz programmes, but can leave 

up-tempo tracks such as Deee-lite's Groove Is In The 

Heart sounding uncharacteristically ponderous, 

especially when compared to the lively Well

Tempered. Also, I know from having used the deck 

previously that it benefits from being partnered by 

a more compatible system. Because it resolves 

dynamics and timbral information so much better 

than most, this turntable works exceptionally well 

with acoustic recordings and tube amplifiers. !f it's 

tonal and dynamic accuracy you're after, rather 

than an accentuated sense of timing, The Voyd is a 

very strong contender that's worthy of the very 

finest arm and cartridge. 

It's clear to see why the Well-Tempered Record 

Player has found favour among all those card-car

rying Linnies. It is the most rhythmic of all the 

turntables in this test by a country mile. Simply slap 

on the rave beat of Eat Static or the mellow jazzy 

vibes of The Brand New Heavies, and much tapping 

of the feet will take place. In this respect, it sounds 

like a classic LP12, in the good old pre-Lingo days 

before some of the musicality was engineered out 

of the design. Not only is the W-T armed with an 

infectious sense of rhythm, but only the Rock was 

better in terms of bottom-end grip and control, and 

in my impromptu feedback test, the pair proved to 

be of equal stoicism. 

But that's not all. The Record Player has a slightly 

fast, rich and forward presentation which adds 

excitement without shouting from the rooftops. It 

didn't have quite the detail retrieval abilities of the 

others, but the W-Twas still highly informative and 

what was resolved had an admirable sense of 

musical coherence and timing. The W-T's stereo 

imagery was also noteworthy, defining a real-world 

openness to whatever record was played. Above all 

its weight and power set it apart from the others. 

There is a touch of aggression and almost gritty 

harshness in the upper mid band, which, along with 

the slight lack of detail, could be attributed to the 

rather fresh-sounding 10X cartridge or the 

damping set-up. 

No one deck is 
inherently better 

or worse than 
than any other, 

simply different; 
but all 

make great 
music. 

VERDICT 
Michell Gyrodec 
Townshend Rock 
TheVoyd 
Well-Tempered Record Player 

***** 

***** 

***** 

***** 

Each of the four turntables in this test has individual 

strengths that distinguish it from the others. No one 

deck is inherently better or worse than any other, 

simply different; but all make great music. 

The Michell Gyrodec is a superbly engineered 

turntable, which will be happily playing discs well 

into the next millennium. The addition of the power 

supply has taken it into the realm of the high-end, 

and it's a joy to use. The real limitation is the arm 

and cartridge, and an upgrade should be considered, 

as the deck deserves it. It remains an extreme bar

gain, as it has much of that accurate sonic beauty so 

beloved by the American high-end, and will be a per

fect turntable for such a system, unless you use hap

pen to use true fi1ll-range speakers. 

The Townshend Mk III Rock is far better balanced to 

suit the Rega arm and Den on cartridge. As a complete 

and inexpensive package, the Rock really deserves a 

close look, especially if you are swayed by the bright, 

focused sound of CD. The Rock's legendary levels of 

control and bass perfonnance are unsurpassed in the 

test and it bestows a master-tape like detail and solid

ity on the records played. Ultimately, the performance 

may bejust too hi-fi for some tastes, but formanythere 

will be no other deck to use than the Mk iii Rock. 

Like the Gyrodec, partnered with equipment that 

allows it to be utterly dynamic, The Voyd can be one of 

the most accurate turntables around, especially with 

well-recorded classical and jazz from the early days of 

stereo. That the turntable itself is upgradeable sets it 

apart from its peers, and it should be considered the 

perfect foil for some really rather expensive horn

loaded valve systems. However, The Voyd combination 

acted as the Sword ofDamocles, poised over each 

record. If a record passed The Voyd test, it would 

sound more like real life than any of the others; if it 

failed, it would soon be removed from the platter. 

Such selectiveness weighs against The Voyd. 

But the real star of the group has to be the 

American Well-Tempered Record Player. The unique 

design (or is it the synergy of matching arm and car

tridge?) makes for a sound that is well-controlled 

without an excess of manners. Although it's not the 

most detailed deck in the group and has a touch of 

treble harshness, the W-T was the most up-tempo, 

boppy and alive-sounding turntable by far. You can 

forgive and forget its foibles as it sounds so damn 

enjoyable. Of all the combinations in the test, the 

Well-Tempered will be the one I'll miss most. 

] A Mic hell Engineering Ltd, 2, Theobald Street, 

Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE. 0 081-953 0771 

Pear Audio Ltd, 3 Northumberland Mews, Alnmouth, 

Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 2RS. W {0665) 830862 

TownshendAudio, Tims Boatyard, Timsway, Staines, 

Middlesex IW18 3]Y. W (0784) 455866 

Voyd Turntables Ltd, Unit 20, Elm Works, Dunalley 

Parade Cheltenham, Glos GLSO 4LS. W {0242) 574528 
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DACs 
The ideal upgrade?Does the 
outboard DAC offer a 
significant upgrade on the 
average CD player? Paul 
Miller puts eight models 
through their paces. 

0 utboard DACs, add-on converters, 

off-board processors, call them 

what you will. This is one area of 

the audio scene that continues to witness 

an explosion of interest. 

Purchasing a new DAC must seem like 

the ideal upgrade. It allows you to keep 

your trusty CD player with all its familiar 

facilities while using the digital output to 

drive an external convertor. Hey presto, 

revitalised sound quality without the 

unnecessary expense of splashing out on 

an entirely new integrated player. 

This was just how we tackled our blind 

listening tests, working thrc:lllgh eight of 

the latest sub-£800 outboard DACs. Two 

questions were uppermost during the 

auditioning: does the DAC offer a signifi

cant upgrade on the average CD player 

and, if so, does it harbour the potential to 

be further upgraded at a later date with a 

stand-alone CD transport? 

To help us answer the first question we 

employed a Marantz CD5211, or rather its 

coaxial digital output. This is one of the 

most popular budget players in recent 

memory and broadly representative of 

other Philips-based designs from Rote!, 

Arcam, Mission and Creek. As a result the 

success - or otherwise- of our initial 

upgrade should tally with a huge number 

of budget players already hanging tough 



How the listening 
tests were done 

E 
ach of these outboard convertors was 
auditioned under strict, blind condi
tions at precisely matched listening 

levels. This way the high 2.8V analogue out
put of the Cambridge DACMagic-1, for exam
ple, could not secure any advantage over 
the lower 2.oV output of the Pink Triangle or 
Thule Audio DACs. 

A broad repertoire of vocal, jazz, rock and 
classical COs were auditioned via a Marantz 
CD52ll CD player by way of acclimatisation. 
This player was then 'upgraded' and reaudi
tioned with each DAC before being replaced 
by our reference CD transport, Theta's Data 

Basic (see issue 130). 
The remainder of the system included 

Audioquest Video Z/Goldmund Lineal (digi
tal) and VdH Second (analogue) cables, DPA 
1ooS pre and power amplifiers plus Audio 

Note AN-£ (main) 
and REL Stentor 
(sub) speakers. 
Thanks must also 
go to Tom Barron 
(Rote!), Roger 
Batchelor (Denon), 
Mike Martindell 
(Arcam) and Andy 
Whittle (Rogers) 
for the loan of 
their golden ears. 

in living-rooms across the country. 

The final upgrade was accomplished by 

consigning Marantz' trusty CD52!/to the 

lab and replacing it with the Theta Data 
Basic that achieved a Recommendation in 

issue 130. TI1is is a dedicated CD trans

port, equipped with a transformer-cou

pled 75ohm coaxial digital output and 

the fastest digital 'edges' yet recorded! 

So, which are the DACs that can be rec

ommended as a quick-fix for an ageing 

CD player? And, more importantly, which 

represent a reliable long-term investment 

for the heart of a digital front-end? 

Choosing your chipsets 
These days, there are a myriad different 

lCs for the digital designer to choose 

from. On this occasion, we'll take a quick 

peek at oversampling filters and D/A 

Converters. Digital filters are used to cre

ate extra samples between existing sam

ples, giving the impression of a higher 

overall sample rate and so deferring the 

first stopband image to a progressively 

higher frequency. 

For example, a 4x oversampler will syn

thesise three extra samples at precise 

intervals between an existing pair. TI1is 

pushes the first sample 'image' from a 

base rate of 44.1kHz to 176.4kHz, thereby 

permitting the use of a very gentle ana

logue filter at the output. 

Incidentally, though the input to an 

oversampling filter will be in 16-bit form, 

its oversampled output may be redrawn 

to an accuracy of 18, 20 or even 22-bits 

before reaching the DAC. Turning this 

into music is the realm of the converter. 

Typically, a traditional 16-bit DAC (see 

AV!) will employ 16 current 'elements', 

DACs 

Understanding those 
tests results 

Understanding the frequency 
response plot 
This graph demonstrates the response of 
the player at both peak level (odB, black 
trace) and at a low level (-6odB, red trace). 
Ideally, the black and red responses should 
match one another. However, deviations in 

each twice as large, say, as .-------..1...--------. linearity and/or noise 
are revealed by a 
change in the smooth
ness and extension of 
the red trace. Our 
example plot (from 
Kinshaw's Perception) 

demonstrates an obvi
ous change in its 
response vs level. 

its predecessor. A total 

current output is com

piled by adding together 

the values of every ele

ment activated during 

that sample period. 

Naturally, any error in the 

precise scaling of these 

elements will cause a devi-
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ation or kink in the final waveform. 

Bitstream convertors (see Arcam, 

Kinshaw, PT, QED and Thule) seek to 

improve linearity, especially at low signal 

levels. Here the 16-bit data is massively 

oversampled (typ x32 to x384) and 

chopped back to less than 4 bits. The 

resulting quantisation error is redistrib

uted over a massive frequency range using 

a technique called noise-shaping. The final 

stream of bits is then used 

to modulate a single ele

ment (or switch), holding 

it open for digital 1s and 

closed for digital Os. 

Hybrid DACs (see 

Kinshaw and Cambridge) 

seek to enjoy the best of 

both worlds, employing 

multi-bit technology for 

its low-noise and wide 

- j 
.§ 

dynamic range at high levels and bit

stream technology for its low-distortion 

and linearity at low signal levels. 

Making the right connection 
Because the digital output of all CD play-

FREQUENCY (Hl} 

Ripples in either 
response may be caused by the oversam
pling filter but exaggerated ripples in the 
red trace are more often caused by cross
coupling, errors in linearity or a contaminat
ed master clock. 

Understanding the dithered -
7odB/1kHz plot 
Dither is a special type of noise used to ran
demise the predictable quantisation errors 

G � 
FREQUENCY (kHZI 

that ordinarily pro
duce harmonic distor
tion. Ideally, harmon
ics are then traded for 
a slight increase in 
inaudible hiss, as our 
example plot from 
Arcam's BBsoo 

demonstrates. 
Look out for any 

accumulation of ultra-
sonic noise beyond 2okHz. This is a feature 
of many bitstream DACs whose noise
shapers are used to re-distribute huge lev
els of re-quantisation noise. Multi-bit DACs 
are often 'cleaner' above 2okHz and perform 
more consistently with different amplifiers: 

ers must conform to an agreed standard, Understanding the 3D spurious out-
it is quite possible to upgrade an old 16- put plot 
bit player with a modern convertor! Distortion and sampling images are most 

So, whether the digital output comes in graphically illustrated on the 3D plots. Here, 

the form of a coaxial socket or Toslink an audio frequency sweep (2oHz to 2okHz) 

optical transmitter, the format of the digi- reveals continuous changes in performance 

tal data remains the same. They simply rather than at one frequency. The example 

take the form of pulses of red light (opti- plot (from A VI's S2oooMD) shows a bold 3rd 
harmonic distortion cal) or pulses of electricity r-

-----..L...-------�Ill'!:=.'lfll.�' radiating out to the (coaxial). Hopefully you'll 

find one or both of these 
right of the main 

connections on the back 
sweep. 

Sampling or stop-
of your CD player· 

band images are rep-
11leoretically, optical resented as whole or 

connections have an partial v-shaped pat-
advantage because fibre- terns centred on multi-
data travels one way only. pies of the 44.1kHz 
But in practice, coaxial sample rate. Higher-
( electrical) connections often sound supe- order sampling images can enter the 
rior because the transitions between digi- audioband directly or via secondary distor-
tal 1s and Os are more sharply defined. tions caused in the partnering amplifier. 
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Buying hi-li should be fun, we guarantee to make it so. Listen to o well chosen 
selection of quality hi-li equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening 
room. Bring along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear 
the difference we con make to your enjoyment of music. 

ARCAM, EPOS, HEYBROOK, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, 
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Music with Life 

The MANA Reference 5-tier Amplifier Stand 
with Sound Stage 

For information on MANA products please contact: 

MANA ACOUSTICS 

59 Jubilee Close 

Pinner 

Middlesex HA5 3TB 

Telephone/lax 081-429 0118 



ARCAM BLACK Box 500 

D 
escribed by 
Arcam as its 
first 'Digital 
Audio Control 

Centre', or DACC for 
short, the Black Box 500 
provides a 
comprehensive link 
between any digital 
output and a wide variety 
of power amps. 
Importantly, the most 
precise of incoming 
datastreams are grasped 
using a VCXO (voltage
controlled crystal 
oscillator), declaring its 
'Class 1' accuracy via one 
of three yellow LEDs that 
decorate the facia. 

No less than four 
digital outputs Oncluding 
two Sync Lock) and seven digital inputs, 
supporting both domestic S/PDIF and 
professional AES/EBU formats, are selectable 
via remote control. There's even a digital 
volume control featuring a massive 1oodB 
dynamic range. 

The latter comes courtesy of Phi lips' new 
TDA1307 digital filter, a chip that combines 
eight times oversampling with a choice of 3rd 
or 4th-order noise-shaping. Arcam has 
chosen a 3rd-order Bit Stream output which 

then feeds its own discrete DAC network -
an idea already exploited in recent DACs from 
Pink Triangle and DPA. 

· Sound quality 
If the long standing BB 50 had proved a great 
hit with our listening panel in issues 127 and 
133, then this BB5oo was greeted with some 
apathy. "it's a real trier", they suggested "but 
seems to lack direction". 

Shelby Lynn's CD sounded nimble enough 

LAB REPORT 

Importantly, this BBsoo has absolutely no technical link 

with the older BBso. Here, a series of D·type flip-flops 

are used to modulate analogue output in response to a 

high speed (256 times) Bit Stream produced by Philips' 

TDA1307 noise-shaper. This configuration represents a 

high-end alternative to Philips' established 

SAAnso/DAC7 chipset. 

The result is low distortion, particularly at -3odB Oust 

o.ot per cent midband) and good low-level linearity at 

high frequencies. Its 104dB signal-to-noise ratio is still a 

few dB under the best DAC7 implementations, yet it's 

achieved with far less modulation noise (+3dB) - a 

good thing. Sadly, though emitted RF noise is low (typ 
<smV), internal RF interference persists at higher levels 

(typ >tomV) - a bad thing. 
Ultrasonic noise is quite high but black 
trace provides an almost perfect example 
of dither in action. 

DACs 

on the Marantz but the colour of brass, vocals 
and percussion became noticeably harder 
and more compressed as the track got busy. 
This effect was less obvious with Theta's 
transport, yet the loss of dynamics and 
expressiveness still drew deprecating 
remarks from the panel. 

The standard of performance hinged on 
musical complexity. For example, Robert 
(ray's forceful blues failed to develop with 
any real conviction thanks to the BB5oo's 
emphasis on leading-edge detail rather than 
the colour and momentum of the 
performance. 

Our listeners commented on the DAC's 
impure sound, "rising from a dirty grey rather 
than a clean, black acoustic". Sadly, this is in 
perfect accord with the unwanted effects of 
circulating RF interference. 

Conclusion 
Arcam's Black Box 500 is an experiment with 

both a new technology and, by all accounts, 

an equally new if unfamiliar sound. However, 

bearing in mind the success of its recent BB 5o 
DAC, there was a strong suspicion of digital 
gremlins afoot. 

Indeed, right on our deadline, Arcam 
confirmed the presence of"unexpected levels 

VERDICT 
0 Plenty of detail; plenty 

of digital inputs; soodB 
volume controL 
Tries hard but'dlrty 
digits' cause a grey and 
boring sound. 

!!��· ***** 
;iii;?�·'m!''�· ;7��** 

CBI A&R Cambridge Ltd, 

Pembroke Avenue, Denny 

Industrial Centre, 

Waterbeach, Cambridge 

CB59PB. 

(0223) 861550 

of common
mode RF noise 
within the 
BB5oo". This 
concurred with 
the panel's 
subjective 
opinion and 
Area m is now 
addressing the 
problem as a 
matter of 
urgency. We'll 
retest as soon as 
possible. 
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UP TO A NAKAMICHI 

Fordetoilsof products and stockists, 'phone B&W UK on 01903-750750 

alsn 't it brill that you can go into one shop and 
choose from all the leading brands of hi-fidelity 
equipment, and guess what? We know what 
we're talking about, and we care!" 

"THE GRIEG LEAD" 
Make your system more composed 

with this advanced oxygen free 
copper audio interconnect cable
multi-strand centre with 2 screens, 
semi-conductive plastic and copper 
braid to stop high level of 
interference inc. RF.- for CD., 
tape deck or between pre- and 
power amps. Using high quality 
gold plated phono plugs could be 
the best £25 inc. P&P (pair) you've 
spent on your hi-fi. 

Tried, tested and enjoyed by our 
many satisfied customers. 

Ancl Oodles Mol'e · 

11!f_E ILEJ_astrfft 

litlE�FI 
COttlnurtrY 

OFST. MARTINS SQ. 
EST 1971 

6 Silver Walk, Leicester 
Telephone: (0533) 539753 

Fax: (0533) 626097 



AVIS2000MD 

T hanks to the excellent 
build quality, inherent 
reliability and consistent 
performance of its entire 

product range, AVI is emerging as 
the 'New Quad' of home-grown hi
fi. This elegant DAC is a case in 
point for, despite using Philips' 
original 16-bit technology, the 
S2oooMD sounds like a carbon
copy of A VI's understated 20-bit 
S2oooMC CD player (issue 119). 

Externally, the S2oooMD is a 
model of simplicity, featuring 
digital inputs for both standard 
and high-output CD transports, the 
latter finding very little application 
in our domestic market. 

Inside, AVI has replaced the 
customary input-PLL with a 
proprietary tuned amplifier that 
will only accept 44.1kHz CD 
sources, rejecting incoming 
32kHz DBS or 48kHz DAT 
datastreams. This novel input 
'window' is as wide as a barn door and 
utterly resistant to the sort of glitches that 
would throw competing DACs out of lock 
and into trouble. 

Sound quality 
In this instance, no enthusiast would readily 
identify the archetypal 'welly' of Philips' 

cherished 16-bit four-times chipset. Instead, 
the S2oooMD sticks faithfully to the AVI 
family sound, one that's refined, quietly 
confident but sometimes too polite to capture 
the true energy and life of a busy 
performance. And all this is, regardless of 
your choice of CD transport. 

Yet there's no doubting the transformation 

LAB REPORT 

The secret of A VI's 'corporate sound' lies not in its 

choice of Philips' ancient SAA7220 four times 

oversampling filter, nor in the partneringTDA1541A 

'Crown' 16-bit DAC, but in the ultra-low distortion, 20-

transistor op-amp that follows. 

This includes both discrete 1-to-V conversion and 

filtering, though it cannot conceal the characteristic 

'multi-bit lurch' in distortion of 0.0035 to 0.046 per cent 

between odB and -3odB. The abrupt ·4-sdB notch in 

linearity at -9odB is a further hallmark of the 

SAA722o/TDA1541 combination, as is the wide 114dB 

signal-to-noise ratio and poor 41dB stopband rejection. 

Nevertheless, AVI has forced distortion at low signal 

levels from a typical o.s to just 0.22 per cent at -6odB 

while countering the customary treble peak (issues 107, 

119) with a gentle roll-off. 

lVI 51000111 SPIJIIIlJS lllflllf m'!.'lfl� 
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Philips' old 16-bit DAC yields a wide 
dynamic range and little ultrasonic noise; 
odd-order distortions unchecked by dither. 
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it brought to the Marantz CD521/, bringing its 
wayward bass and treble firmly into check, 
with improvements to both soundstaging and 
resolution. Classical percussion from Saint 
Saens' Carnival of the Animals that had 
sounded messy with the CD521/ now seemed 
both tangible, securely placed and full of 
subtle contrast. 

By the same token, this DAC tends to drain 
the adrenalin from rock and pop tracks. For 
example, the opening drumbeats of Traffic's 
Some Kinda Woman seemed oddly flat and 
·matter-of-fact, just as Robert Cray's Midnight 
Stroll CD sounded unusually polished and 
syrupy, dulling the bite of those potent 
Memphis horns. A pipe-and-slippers DAC, by 
all accounts. 

Conclusion 
The S2oooMD is targeted at A VI's 
sympathisers who are unable to stretch to its 
£1,149 S2oooMC CD player. In this respect, 
it's a perfect complement for A VI's matching 
range of amplifiers. 

For classical music lovers in particular, the 
DAC's great sense of organisation and authority 

VERDICT 
represents a 
marvellous 

0 Very smooth, big and upgrade for basic 
generous sound without 

Philips CD the slightest hint of 
messiness. players. On the 
Sits on musical other hand, it's 
clynamics.Can drain the less successful life from rock and pop. :::::· ***** with up-tempo 

'll!I!J ***** material, just as 

fS 50 any subsequent 
upgrade with a 
costlier CD 

Bl AV/ International Ltd, Unit 

F3 C3, Bath Road 

Trading Estate, Stroud, 

Gloucs GL5 3QF. 

(0453) 752656 

transport is likely 
to prove a false 
economy. 
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Sonus Faher designs for style not fashion its Electa loudspeakers 

and Amator electronics are now considered classics. Son us 

Faber's Extrema is a celebration of the extreme- an undeniably 

small loudspeaker with the pretensions of a giant. The hi-wire 

Extrema is the most sophisticated miniature dynamic loud-

speaker made. Described as 'one of a handful of loudspeakers 

which qualify as legends'. Hi-Fi News & Record Review warned: 

'this'll take your breath away' (Ken Kessler, October 1991). 

With appropriately powerful amplification this staggeringly 

capable box delivers sound on a massive scale with unfettered 

Absolute Sounds 

58 Durham Road · London SW20 ODE 

Telephone 

Facsimile 

081-947 5047 

081-879 7962 

dynamics. Stereo performance and 

detail rendition are exceptional. 

Sonus Faber has now blended the 

speed and delicacy of the Minima 

with the power of the Electa Amator 

in a new loudspeaker called the 

Minima Amator. Exclusive low distor

tion, high power handling drivers are 

used in a 1.5-inch thick hardwood 

cabinet comprising 20 pieces. The 

gently sloped crossover uses the 

highest grade components and offer 

parallel or hi-wiring through gold

plated binding posts. The result is a 

loudspeaker capable of lifelike stereo 

imaging and a sense of unsurpassed 

grandness delivered without effort. 

The £898 Minuetto is a most exciting 

and affordable addition to the Sonus 

Faber range-rightly described as a 

mini-Electa. Its handmade 16layer 

cabinet with solid walnut gives aston

ishingly neutral sound quality and 

outstanding beauty. The leather cov

ered baffle minimises diffraction 

effects for superb stereo imagery. 

Contact Absolute Sounds to find out 

where you can hear these exceptional 

loudspeakers on demonstration. 



DACs 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO DACMAGIC-1 

M 
��:t��e. 
Cambridge's 
DACMagic-1 

has been designed to ruffle 
and then vacuum the 
feathers from every 
competing manufacturer, 
distributor and retailer in 
the country. Having 
acquired the Cambridge 
brandname and 
commissioned Pink 
Triangle for the digital 
donkeywork, Richer 
Sounds now brings this 
unit to bear in the vanguard 
of the assault on UK hi-fL 

And what an assault. 
The £150 DACMagic-1 could 
compete with most £400 to 
fsoo DACs on the basis of 
its construction alone. For starters, one of 
three digital inputs may be selected via a 
rotary control on its chunky alloy facia, while 
both unbalanced (phono) and balanced (XLR) 
audio outputs are designed to service every 
conceivable style of amplifier. 

A variety of new Philips' integrated 
circuits are employed inside, including a 
TDA1315 interface chip to grab incoming 
digits. Once unscrambled, the digital data is 
differentiated into R+/ R- and L+/L-

datastreams which then feed two of Philips' 
TDA1305 'Continuous Calibration' DACs. it's 
new, it's bold and it works. 

Sound quality 
With the Marantz CD521f as host transport, 
our initial impressions of the DACMagic-1 
were rather disappointing. lt sounded slightly 
vague and opaque, the percussive blocks 
from Robert Cray's Midnight Stroll sounding 
more like strips of balsa wood than decent, 

LAB REPORT 
Dual-mono construction, right down to the use of three 
separate mains transformers, ensures the DACMagic-1 
benefits from a huge 134dB channel separation at 2okHz 
together with what appears to be an uncommonly wide 
uodB signal-to-noise ratio. In practice, the latter is 
compromised by an equally massive +17dB noise 
modulation, a throwback, at least in part, to the five-bit 
multi-bit portion of Philips' TDA1305 hybrid DAC. 

However, by combining two TDA1305s in differential 
mode, Pink Triangle has successfully reduced Philips' 
specification of o.oo6 per cent to just 0.001 per cent 
THD at peak output. lt has also reduced any errors in 
linearity to within o.sdB over a ful11oodB dynamic 
range, while boosting the max output level to a full 2.8V 

- beware of misleading quick A/B dems! 
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A perfect response to dithered data (black 
trace), showing a very wide dynamic 
range and very little ultrasonic noise. 
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chunky slabs of polished mahogany. 
Similarly, though both vocals and strings 

sounded bold and generous, individual 
images were defocused and imprecise. 
Ironically, this £150 DAC demonstrated a 
marked improvement with Theta's f2,ooo 
Data Basic in tow, a consort that lifted the 
OACMagic-1 from the doldrums to reveal the 
true pace and impact of the music at hand. 

The rhythm line from Traffic's Some Kinda 
Woman now carried the entire piece along on 
a tide of full, deep and solid bass that buzzed • 

with clean and resonant detail. 
In general, the Theta has a tendency to 

compact its soundstaging while tidying-up 
peripheral detail. By contrast, this DAC 
encouraged a bigger and crisper sound with 
faster transient detail and positive, sharply
focused stereo images. it was an unexpected 
but thoroughly welcome transformation. 

Conclusion 
Amazingly this is a £150 DAC that measures 
and performs like a fl.soo DAC, demanding 
an appropriately high-end transport into the 
bargain. At the risk of stating the obvious, 
Cambridge's DACMagic-1 should really have 
been optimised with budget CD players in 
mind. An oversight, bearing in mind Richer 

VERDICT 
The cheapest way of 
extracting the best 
performance from 
high-end CO transports. 
This OAC Is simply too 
revealing of 
inadequacies in budget 
CO players. 

;:::· ***** 

Sounds' record 
sales in this 
department? 
So the 
DACMagic-1 is a 
trifle unsym
pathetic of 
dodgy digital 
outputs, but with_ 
the likes of 
Theta's Data 
Basic transport, 
it makes a damn 
fine £2,000 CD 
player! 
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HARBETH® 
Introduce the NEW 

HL COMPACT 7™ 

Sound technology advances 

ALL NEW FEATURES 

New Unique HARBETH cone material 
-a breakthrough in midband clarity! 

( 

New SuperTunedStructure
® 

-for a natural musical 'warmth' 

New FramelessFrame
® 

grille 
-sounds as good as it looks 

New Controlled magnetic field 

New Anodised tweeter dome 

New Fresh modern styling 

i 

Patents pending 

HARBETH® 
-
ACOUSTICS 

J 
Unit I, Bridge Road, Haywards Heath, W. Sussex 

RH 16 I UA, U.K. Tel. 01444 440955 Fax. 440688 

Please send information on: HL Compact 7 D Full Range D 
Title: Name: 

________________ _ 

Address:�---------------------
��

-------------

Post Code: 

Ortc:>fon is fa!'Tled t_he world over f<:>r t�e tracking capability of its cartridges. 
Cortndges wh1ch wdl breathe ne_w hfe 1nfo a chenshed LP collection, divulging 

detod as never before. 
The cortrid_ge is always the key foetor in the reproducticn of music from 

records and Ortofon has dedicated nearly 50 years to the manufacture of the 
finest pick-ups possible. Enioying constant critical acclaim along the way 

So if you want to bnn_g m�re out _of your records than ever imagined, arl 
Ortofon Cartndge wdl hove you hot on the scent. 

ortofon 
Ortofon (UK) Limited, Chiltern Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks SL9 9UG. 

Tel: 0753 889949. 
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K1 NSHAW 0VERTU RE 

H 
ailing from the 
land of tin mines 
and tourists, 
Kinshaw 

Electronics began life some 
three or four years ago with 
a rather novel outboard 
ph ono stage. The 
intervening period has 
witnessed the arrival of 
two new phono stages, a 
number of integrated and 
pre/power amplifiers, 
plus no less than two 
outboard DACs. 

Most cost-effective of 
these is the Overture, a 
straightforward and 
unassuming little 
package that's topped-off 
with a grey, nextel-coated 
bonnet. To the rear you'll 
discover unswitched BNC and phono 
digital inputs, plus a separate grounding 
post that provides a direct connection to the 
PCB earth plane. 

You are unlikely to witness any change in 
hum or noise, for example, yet linking the 
Overture to the separate earth connection 
on your pre- or integrated amplifier may 
well produce a rather subtle variation in 
sound quality. 

Meanwhile, inside the compact enclosure 

of the Overture, Kinshaw has opted for 
Yamaha's popular YM3623 integrated 
circuit to grab and unscramble incoming 
data, while a very new hybrid DAC, the 
PCM1710 from Burr-Brown, converts the 
numbers into music. 

Sound quality 
"And that," muttered one unimpressed 
listener, "was Saint Saen's Carnival of the 
Animals by the Toytown Philharmonic". This 

LAB REPORT 

This is a well-intentione<! but comprehensively-flawed 

device that suffers a high 0.016 to o.o64 per cent THD at 

peak output, yet buries any distortion at lower levels in a 

broad carpet of what is presumably quantisation noise. 

On test the PCM1710 DAC yields a spectacular but 

false 1o6dB signal-to-noise ratio, a deceit exposed by 

off-setting the digital zero test signal by 1LSB, fixing the 

DAC in its 'on' state and revealing the true and very 

poor 13 to 14 bit 8odB signal-to-noise. 

The level of background noise is sufficiently high to 

swamp any underlying noise modulation (a good thing) 

while obscuring the benefit of dithered digital signals (a 

bad thing). This also explains why, rather than 

becoming non-linear at low-levels, subtle detail simply 

disappears into noise - just as our listeners had 

described. 

� ., " 
F REQU EN C Y (kH:t) 

" 

The high level of quantisation noise 
masks any effect of dither while 
squashing overall dynamic range. 

DACs 

was no gratuitous criticism, such was the 
remarkably lightweight and hazy balance of 
our 'upgraded' CD52fl which now lacked both 
rhythmic weight and direction. 

Indeed, as an addition to Marantz's 
CD52fl, the Overture was ranked as the 
biggest downgrade of our test, providing 
what was described as "boom and tizz 
without the boom". This is because it 
emphasises superficial leading-edge detail in 
place of genuine substance, warmth and 
richness. "In this case," quipped another 
pane list, "might DAC stand for Design 
Another Converter". 

In practice, our panel identified the 
technical foibles of the Overture from its dirty 
and smoggy perspective - a grubbiness that 
seemed to alter the warmth and colour of the 
instruments it touched. However, we witnessed 
some improvement once the Theta transport 
was pressed into service. Yet, even with the 
extra control, weight and authority, this 
combination still left us rather disappointed. 

Conclusion 
Despite its bugs, the Overture remains an 
honest product from a reputable company. The 
internal engineering is very comprehensive for 
the price, even if its execution is flawed 

VERDICT 

Provides a somewhat 
unfamiliar view of 
familiar pieces of music. 
No bass weight; 
compressed dynamics; 
sounds dirty and 
distorted. 

Orto{on UK Ltd, 
Chiltern Hill, 
Chalfont St Peter, 

. Bucks SL9 9UG 
s (0753)889949 

through a lack of 
technical 
resource. 

We trust 
that Kinshaw 
might respond to 
this criticism by 
bringing out a 
Mkll version of 
greater celebrity. 
And when it 
does, you'll 
hear about it 
first from 
Hi-Fi Choice. 
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It costs the san1e to get it right 

as it does to get it wrong. 
At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves on 3s years combined experience. 

matching your needs With exactly the right Two Fully equipped listening rooms. 

equipment, Whatever your budget, and because We Home installation service. 

only Stock the best, that'S what you'[[ get. Multi-room design and installation. 

What you '[l also get is SOUnd professional 2 years Parts and Labour guarantee. 

advice and a chance tO relax and listen to SOme Home cinema surround-sound. 

of the world's finest Hi-Pi equipment. Export and Credit facilities. 

• LINN • QUAD • MERIDIAN • NAKAMICHI • ARCAM • AUDIOLAB • ACOUSTIC ENERGY • SME • AUDIO RESEARCH • 

• KRELL • CLASSE AUDIO • WADIA • THETA • APOGEE • MARTIN LOGAN • SONUS FABER • MUSICAL FIDELITY • MICROMEGA • 

• REL • ROGERS • PIONEER • TANNOY • STAX • AURA • LEXICON • SYS TEMDEK • PI K TRIANGLE • MICHELL • 

• MONITOR AUDIO • YAMAHA • MARANTZ • KEF • BOSE • CELESTION • EPOS • MISSION • DENON • EAT PETITE • CYRUS • 

�listening 
� 

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ. Tel: 071- 244 7750/59. Fax: 071-370 0192. 
Monday- Saturday lOam- 6pm. Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road. 
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Rated interconnects and speaker cables are availble from your local specialist dealer . 

• STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • •  STOP PRESS • • • 

"A good all-rounder capable of fine results in most systems" 

Can now be obtained in a convenient bi-wire format at £4.50 per metre. 

PLEASE TELEPHONE 0483-750667 FAX 0344-360866 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

P"_)earaudio 
'-=== presents 

Shahinian Acoustics Loudspeakers 
WELL TEMPERED TURNTABLES 

Dynavactor Cartridges 

Stockists and information from: 
PEAR AUDIO, 3 NORTHUMBERLAND MEWS, ALNMOUTH, NORTHUMBERLAND, NE66 2RS 

Telephone .. Facsimile: 0665 830862 



KINSHAW PERCEPTION 

I 
f Kinshaw's Overture DAC has 
cast a cloud over the Cornish 
headquarters, then its partner, 
the Perception, must surely be 

the silver-lining. Certainly, the 
Perception is a costlier device but then 
this is a two-box unit, complete with 
superior digital technology and a huge 
outboard power supply. 

The grey casework does have a 
familiar look about it, as does the 
optional earth tag, but at least 
Kinshaw's Perception is equipped with 
LEDs to indicate successful locking of 
incoming data and recognition of de
emphasis signals, still buried in a tiny 
minority of CDs. 

Behind the smoked perspex facia 
it's all change, however, as Kinshaw 
upgrades to a combination of 
Yamaha's YSF210 eight times 
oversampling filter and Burr-Brown's 
hybrid PCM69AP DAC - a converter 
that combines the virtues of both multi-
bit and bitstream technology. An 
interesting fact for 'digiphiles': this was the 
very same combination of chips which 
powered Arcam's Delta 270 to moderate 
success in issue 124. 

Sound quality 
"A stealth bomber DAC," suggested one 
listener. "Dark and very, very fast". We were 

certainly left in no doubt of its confidence as 
track after track thudded from the speakers 
with security, power and an unswervingly 
precise stereo focus. 

Robert Cray's track swaggered with 
bravado as the power of brass, organ and the 
accompanying bass line converged upon our 
panel. Make no mistake, this DAC bites. 

LAB REPORT 

All in all, this is a purely functional rather than textbook 

implementation of the YSF210 digital filter and 

PCM69AP DAC. For starters, the anticipated 0.003 per 

cent THD at peak-level actually manifests at 0.007 per 

cent and increases from o.8 to a poor 2.4 per cent at the 

musically-crucial -6odB. 

Meanwhile, the exaggerated 69oHz ripple of its low

level response is linked to a compressive linearity trend 

which, in turn, boosts subtle -9odB detail to -83.7dB (at 

tkHz). Furthermore, a spurious 6.28kHz drone 

influences the DACs signal-to-noise, reducing the 

l-hand figure to just 97-sdB. 

Even its de-emphasis routine is wayward. Plus 

points? Well the toohm output impedance ensures the 

Perception is highly tolerant of unorthodox 

interconnect cables. 

KlllliAIP£Jil?lllliSI\IIIIIlillllllll !MIJI'Io 

Odd-order distortions are produced by 
multi-bit portion of hybrid DAC, though 
this is messier than expected. 
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Meanwhile, Saint Saen's Carnival of the 
Animals sounded so very dynamic and loud. 
that I was forced to re-check our matched 
listening level. Not that the Perception is in 
any way crude or heavy-handed. Far from it. 
In fact, it brings more than a hint of 
refinement to the subtle percussive 
brushwork and ambient clues that were 
regularly drowned-out by the basic C052//. 

Fortunately, the polish ofTheta's Data 
Basic proved the perfect complement on this 
occasion. Here its tempering influence 
forced the DAC into maintaining a sense of 
proportion and harmony lost on those 
rare occasions when the cheaper 
CD521l;Perception combination would begin 
to lose its cool. 

Conclusion 
In contrast with Kinshaw's Overture, the 
Perception is a potent upgrade that 
succeeds despite facing numerous technical 
odds. This is a great result which points to 
even greater potential as further digital 
refinements occur in due course. 

Even as it stands, the Perception represents 

VERDICT 
Powerful, weighty 
performance; this is a 
macho DAC with 'new 
man' subtlety. 
Digital circuitry falls 
short of Its fall 
potentiaL ::::· ***** 

7WIJ ***** 
£745 

Ortofon UK Ltd, 
Chiltern Hill, 
Chal{ont St Peter, Bucks 
SL9 9UG. 
(0753)889949 

a worthwhile 
upgrade for 
budget Philips
based CD 
players, 
especially as it 
continues to hold 
its own with 
mega-bucks CD 
transports like 
the Data Basic. 
it's a good 'un 
and comes 
heartily 
Recommended. 
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ET LUMIERE 

For details of products and stockists, 'phone B&W UK on 01903-750750 

Analogue lovers ... 

Our world renowned 

precision pick-up arms 

and turntables 

await you. 

Sales and service enquiries to: 

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 

\!: (0) 903 814321 � (0) 903 814269 

WOULD YOU COMPROMISE ON QUALITY? WE DON'T! 
Facilities: 
• Fully Equipped Hi-Fi Listening Rooms 
• Fully Equipped Home Cinema and Surround 

Sound Listening Rooms 
• Home Installation Service 
• Multi-room Design & Installtion 
• Export Sales 
• Finance Available (Written Details on Request) 
• Bada Bonded Dealer 
• 2 Years Parts & Labour Guarantee 
• Part Exchange Considered 
• Car Audio Demonstration Vehicle 
• Installations for Schools, Colleges and Commercial Premises 

PRODUCTS: 
APOGEE • ARCAM • AUDIO INNOVATIONS • AUDIOLAB 

AUDIO RESEARCH • AURA • B & 0 • B & W • BOSE • CASTLE 

COPELAND • DENON • EXPOSURE • KEF • KRELL • MARANTZ 

MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • MICHELL • MICROMEGA 

MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO • MUSICAL FIDELITY • NAD 

NAKAMICHI • PIONEER • PROJECT • QUAD • ROTEL 

SONUS FABER • SONY • TANNOY • TDL • THETA • TOTEM 

CLIFFORD CAR ALARMS 

(0181) 892 7613 
422 RICHMOND ROAD, EAST TWICKENHAM TWl 2EB 

THE ULTIMATE IN 
SOUND ADVICE 



PINK TRIANGLE ORDINAL 

I 
n common with 
most UK 
specialists, Pink 
Triangle's roots 

may be planted in 
analogue soil, but its 
flourishing business is 
now almost entirely 
digital. And with 
products like the Ordinal 
DAC in its armoury, PT's 
continued success 
seems to be guaranteed. 

This is a highly 

advanced and flexible 
converter built into one 
of PT's familiar black 
wooden cases and 
available with a variety 
of different digital input 
options. it's also 
possible to specify your 
choice of 18-bit, 20-bit or 

22-bit resolution digital filter, all eight times 
oversamplers that each accompany one of 

Philips' SAA7350 noise-shapers. 

The Bit Stream output of this combined 
module then passes to a pair of DAC7 
converters and Pink Triangle's own analogue 
filter stage, almost all of which is constructed 
using miniature, surface-mount components. 
We chose Yamaha's YSF-210 digital filter, a 
22-bit option that adds another £250 to the 

basic price of this device. 

Sound quality 
With both C0521/ and Theta transports, the 
Ordinal achieves a big and energetic sound 
that bustles with ear-catching detail without 
tripping, even momentarily, into the pit of 
confusion and compression. 

The punchy rhythm of Traffic's Some 
Kinda Woman was handled with great 

LAB REPORT 

Subtle revisions have occurred inside Prs Ordinal over 

the last 10 months or so. Three new PSU transformers, 

for example, have reduced bass distortion from 0.004 

to o.o0095 per cent and increased stereo separation 

from u8dB to 135dB (a measure of cross-modulation 

via the power supply). 

The minor boost offfl.4dB in its overall signal-to-noise 

ratio is less impressive, especially as a figure of 1oodB is 

still some 6 to 1odB short of other dual-differential DAC7 

converters (this and issues 101 and 120). 

Otherwise, all is very well: linearity is kept within 

tight 1dB limits over much of its toodB range, distortion 

is held to within 0.003 to o.o8 per cent at -3odB, while 

both its 750hm digital input and low <tOhm analogue 

output impedances ensure a broad compatibility with a 

wide range of transports and amps. 
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Dither successfully converts all low-level 
distortion to noise without compromising 
its wide dynamic range. 
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confidence, just as the vocals held their own 
against the wail of horns and crisp bite of 
percussion. And all without a hint of hardness 
or grittiness -just clean and dynamic music 
shimmering with subtle detail. 

With Theta's CD transport at the helm, 
Robert Cray's gutsy vocals now betrayed their 
full power. "You can almost imagine the veins 
standing out in his neck," suggested one 
enthusiastic listener as Cray wound-up to one 
of his many chord-straining crescendos. 

Listening to the almost lazy power of the 
track, the rolling momentum of drums and 
marvellous sense of dynamic contrast, we 
could only wonder why so many other DACs 
fail to convey such a sense of fun and 
atmosphere. it's a cracker! 

Conclusion 
There is an indefinable 'rightness' about the 
sound of the Ordinal, almost regardless of the 
choice of CD transport. it's a righteous 
performance that stems from a clean, hash-free 
and thoroughly natural treble - qualities that 
successfully unfurl through mid and bass. 

Fortunately these welcome attributes are 
not the sole preserve of PT's add-on 22-bit 
filter, but also extend to the 'basic' £750 

VERDICT 
Upgradable digital 
filters; marvellous sense 
of detail and contrast; full 
of fun and atmosphere. 
Can be a little 
thin-sounding with 
lesser transports. ::::· ***** 

?UI!J ***** 
£790 

Pink Triangle Projects Ltd, 

4 Brunswick Villas, 

Camberwe/1, 

London, SE5 7RR. 

071·703 5498 

Ordinal with its 
18-bit 
oversampler. 
The former is 
simply more 
refined, an 
internal upgrade 
that fires the 
Ordinars 
capacity to 
respond 
ever more 
impressively 
with superior CD 
transports. 
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Which 

stereo system 

to choose. 

You read. 

You ask. 

You think. 

Wait a minute. 

Music is 

emotion. 

Follow 

your instincts. 

Festival .from 

the legendary 

Harman Kardon. 

You'll know it 

when you 

hear it. 

For a retailer near you call 081 207 5050 

European Compact System of the Year 1994/95, Festival Intelligent Music System 

by harman/kardon H A Harman International Company 

harman/ kardon 



QED DIGIT REFERENCE 

J 
ust two 
years ago 
QED's 
plastic

cased Digit 
proved itself a· 
Best Buy using 
a simple but 
elegant 
execution of 
Philips' Bit 
Stream 
technology at a 
bargain
basement price. 
But if the Digit 
had a weak link 
at all, it was the 
offboard but 
unregulated DC 
power pack - a flaw later redressed by the 
introduction of QED's much improved 
Positron supply. 

The Positron is a high current supply 
featuring a chunky 24VA low-noise 
transformer and two-stage regulation on both 
positive and negative feeds. The Digit 
Reference, meanwhile, is a one-box 
amalgamation of both products. 

Here two Positrons feed both analogue 
and digital 'halves' of a standard Digit, the 
three individual circuit boards being located 
in a single, chrome-fronted case. Any other 

revisions are very slight, for there's no change 
in either data acquisition (it'll still accept only 
44.1kHz digital data), digital processing, Bit 
Stream conversion or QED's proprietary 
analogue filtering. 

Sound quality 
The budget Marantz/QED combination was 
described by our panel as "a grown-up 
version of the CD52/f' by dint of its lively 
treble and attractive sense of dynamics. Yet 
there's an obvious shortfall in deep bass so, 
though Robert Cray's bass guitar still 

LAB REPORT 

Sure enough, all three plots are nigh-on 

indistinguishable from those of the QED Digit in issue 

113. But this is to be expected as the original circuit path 

has remained unchanged - hence distortion is fixed at 

o.oooB - 0.03 per cent at odB and its output 

impedance at 2240hm, even if its peak output level has 

edged-up from 2.15V to 2.25V. 

Then again, these 'differences', just like the 

improvement in low-level linearity at 1kHz, could just as 

easily be caused by natural sample variation from Digit 
to Digit. One area that does seem to have witnessed a 

genuine boost, however, is the overall signal-to-noise 

ratio, now expanded from toodB to 102dB - a record 

for any of Philips' single-ended SAA732o-series DACs. 
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Not a patch on the latest Bit Stream 
converters but dynamic range is still1dB 
better than any other SAA7323 DAC. 
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sounded suitably 'organic', its natural 
resonance and impact was softened by a 
'rubbery coloration'. 

Similarly, though treble sounds both 
fresh and atmospheric it is easily wrong
footed by busy percussive sequences, 
where it often sounds too bright and messy. 
The Theta Data Basic transport performed a 
little cosmetic surgery, smoothing out a few 
of those high frequency wrinkles and 
bringing a sense of sobriety to forthright 
brass and percussion. 

Returning to Robert Cray's CD, we were 
now greeted by larger and more impressive 
soundstaging where the sound of cymbals 
was readily distinguished from accompanying 
brass. The reverb on his voice was also 
revealed to good effect though, once again, 
low bass retained its latex quality. "Spongy", 
concluded the panel "but there's no denying 
its enthusiasm". 

Conclusion 
By tackling every piece of music with aplomb, 
QED's Digit Reference succeeds where 
subtlety and tidiness would undoubtedly fail. 
Yet, in practice, the Digit Reference struggles 
to disguise its origins - which is rather 
awkward when those 'origins' are available at 
a third of the cost 

Nevertheless, this leaves us with a 

VERDICT 
A fearless and very 
compatible performer; 
lively mid and treble 
Not really a huge 
Improvement over the 
basic QED Digit. 

:::�· ***** QED Audio Products, 

Ridgewoy House, 

Ridgeway Close, 

Lightwater, 

SurreyGU18 5XU. 

(0276) 45H66 

fun-loving, 
downtown kind 
of a DAC. The 
Digit Reference 
is an honest 
performer which, 
though no foil for 
top-class 
transports, 
remains ideally 
suited to extend 
the lifespan of 
ageing but 
faithful CD 
players. 
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best Hi-Fi shops 
in the world. ' ' 

High Fidelity mag. May 1990 
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Come and� why! 

Satisfied customers are so impressed by the friendly service, professional 
advice and ultimate quality of our hi-fi that they recommend their friends 
and nominate Grahams for awards. Four air-conditioned de m rooms, probably 

the finest hi-li facilities in Europe (most people are amazed when they visit us for 

the first time), lots of FREE parking, helpful, trained staff, 60 years trading, 

systems from £500 upwards. Ring for a chat, an appointment and a map! 

GRRHAffiS HI·FI 
Canonbury Yard 190A New North Road 

London N 1 7BS 'fi" 071-226 5500 

Maybe too good to be 

,S" 50/50 Watt Power-Amplifier 

T. EVANS AUDIO DESIGN 
Tel: 0443 816 856 

9am to Spm Mon - Fri 

Walkin' the dog .. 
Just when you thought it was safe to go back 

into the demo room ... 

The PIONEER A400 GTE 
From the same designer that brought you the !so, Argo and Alecto, a 
cost effective conversion that will transform the performance of your 
A400. You will gain faster transient response, greater resolution, 
improved imaging, increased tonal accuracy, and far greater bass 
authority. The sound becomes far smoother at high frequencies 
without resorting to band width limiting. 

See the review in this, and other national magazines, against the standard model. 

THE COST OF £141.00 INCLUDES RETURN CARRIAGE 
AND INSURANCE 

"Don't agonise 

over this upgrade 

- it simply builds 

upon the existing 

strengths of the 

A400 to realise 

the amp's fullest 
potential to date" 

WHF? APRIL 1993 
PIONEER A400X 



THULE AUDIO DAC200 

D
enmark's 
contribution 
to hi-fi has 
been 

limited to Jamo 
loudspeakers, Bang & 

Olufsen music 
systems, and a certain 
brand of lager in gold 
cans. But now there's 
another ambassador 
in the form ofThule 
Audio and its DAC2oo 
converter, a flexible 
and high-tech box of 
tricks currently 
imported by DNM's 
Virtual Reality. 

This is a fully
fledged DAC7 Bit 
Stream converter with 
all digital electronics 
(interface, oversampling and noise-shaping) 
physically separated from its analogue 
heart. Hence the reason why the unit's three 
independent digital inputs and phase 
inversion facility are located in one corner of 
the box, while both its single-ended (phono) 
and balanced (XLR) audio outputs sprout 
from the other. 

Importantly, and in contrast with Phi lips' 
own executions of this technology, the DAC7 
chipset is left running at an elevated 

16.9MHz clock rate, otherwise described as 
384 times oversampling. This, plus its very 
high-speed analogue section, betrays some 
radical but not reckless thinking on the part 
ofThule Audio. 

Sound quality 
As the performance of the DAC2oo needs a 
little fleshing-out it's very much better suited 
to the rough-and-ready digital output of the 
Marantz CD521/ than the civilised numbers 

LAB REPORT 
For a textbook implementation of NPC's SM5813 eight 

times digital filter, Philips' SM7350 noise-shaper and 

TDA1547 bit-converter we need look no further than 

A udiolab's BoooDAC/1 (issue 127). Compared to this, 

Thule's DAC2oo suffers a very high 0.38 per cent THD, 

albeit momentarily, at peak level. Below odB its 

spectrum is occupied by pure noise, amounting to just 

0.2 per cent at -6odB - a figure that compares 

favourably with the BoooDAC mk/1. 
Low-level linearity is also very good with deviations of 

less than 0.7dB across a full1oodB dynamic range, while 

Thule's analogue stage helps stretch the overall signal-to

noise ratio to a massive 107 to 1Q9dB. But there's a bug: a 

high level of presumably clock interference centred on 

56kHz, that results in a 2nd-order intermodulation with all 

audio signals. Thule has been informed. 
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An excellent result showing the widest 
dynamic range yet recorded for a single 
(rather than double) DAC7 chipset. 
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emanating ofTheta's Data Basic. 

Our budget transport inspired a wide and 
enthusiastic window on the music, at the cost 
of treble purity and contrast. So the violins 
from Carnival of the Animals sounded a little 
too dry and artificial, spoiling what was an 
otherwise nimble and light-footed 
performance. 

The Theta brought more refinement and a 
better sense of stereo focus but only by 
shrinking the soundstage and restricting the 
adolescent enthusiasm enjoyed with the 
CD521/. Similarly, there was a reining back of 
power, dynamics and colour while somehow 
heightening the frankly fizzy treble. 

However, returning to the CD52I I, this 
lower-cost combination was applauded for 
its 'attractive consistency', ensuring all 
styles of music were imbued with plenty of 
detail and a positive tempo. One could say 
that the Thule is a 'party animal' which will 
benefit from further house-training. 

Conclusion 
Strictly speaking, Thule's DAC2oo is 
something of a side grade than an obvious 
upgrade on the basic Philips CD player. lt is 
more open, detailed and nimble, yet this, in 
itself, tends to expose a lack of realistic colour 

VERDICT 

Fast, up-tempo sound -
it's a party animal; 
several digital inputs; 
balanced outputs. 
Gives up too easily; 
fails to differentiate 
treble detail ::::· ***** 

'IWIJ ***** 
£800 

Virtual Reality, 

POBoxJBJ, 

Brentwood, 

EssexCN144GB. 

(a277J 227355 

and weight. 
With a little 

extra TLC on the 
part of its 
designers, the 
true technical 
potential of the 
DAC2oowill 
eventually shine 
through. 
Revisions are 
promised in the 
near future, so 
we'll keep you in 
the picture. 
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11
AN OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE

11 

K e s wic k A u dio R e s e a r c h  

write or call for details on our full product range and your nearest stockist. 

Unit 8 Ferrybridge Workspace, Pontefract Road, Ferrybridge, 

West Yorkshire WF 11 8PL 

Tei/Fax: (0977) 671823 or (0924) 870606 

0 

-

0 

> 

I< RA f T 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY • ACOUSTIC ENERGY SIGNATURE 

DENON • GRUNDIG TV • LINN HI-FI • LINN KNEKT 

MARK LEVINSON • MARTIN LOGAN • NAKAMICHI 

PROCEED • SENNHEISER ORPHEUS • WILSON AUDIO 

DOLBY HOME THEATRE & MULTI-ROOM SPECIALISTS 

1 MONTPELIER STREET KNIGHTSBRIDGE LONDON SW? 1 EX 

TELEPHONE 071 581 8877 FACSIMILE 071 581 9292 

STEI!It...�FOORT 

.AUDIO PRODUCTS. 

SF60 & SFl 00 

PASSIVE LINE 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 

DESIGNED & MANUFAC TURED BY: 

J.E. SUGDEN & CO. Ltd. 

VALLEY WORKS, STAT I ON LANE , HECKMON DWIKE, 

WEST YORKSHI RE WF16 ON F 

TEL: 0924 404088 FAX: 0924 410069 



DACs 

Conclusions, best buys 
and recommendations 

I 
n striking contrast with our last test of sub-£800 converters 

(issue 127), this survey has witnessed a general swing away 

from 16, 18 and 20-bit DACs and further towards hybrid and 

bitstream technologies. 

Most of these intriguing black boxes did proffer a worthwhile 

upgrade on the enthusiastic, if rough and ready performance of 

our budget CD player- Marantz' trusty CD52II. Almost all wit

nessed an improvement in stereo soundstaging, depth, atmos

phere and expressiveness. 

Some DACs were simply hamstrung 

by teething troubles: Kinshaw's 

Overture failed to inspire just 

as the launch of Arcam's 

Black Box 500 seems oddly 

premature. Thule Audio's 

DAC200 also succeeded in 

exposing its own shortcomings 

though this, just like the Overture and BBSOO, will soon benefit 

from a variety of revisions. 

On a more positive note, AVI delivered a very civil, if charac

teristically restrained performance that held sway with both 

budget and exotic CD transports. It'll never put a foot wrong 

Best of the rest 

At the entry point, the 

smooth but lightweight 

sound of QED's £140 Digit 
(below) held sway until 

Cambridge's OACMagic-1 
rearranged the concept of 

value. Of more urgent inter

est is Arcam's £450 BBso -

snapping one up before it's 

finally decommissioned. 

Meridian's £595 563 con

verter, with its differential 

pair of Crystal DACs, remains 

another favourite, especially 

with top-flight transports; as 

does the £499 Tubalog from 

Musical Fidelity. The latter is· 
especially suited to highly 

animated and colourful-

sounding systems. 

Otherwise the generous 

performance of Teac's D-700 

converter is an obvious 

choice for classy transports 

like the matching P-700. 

but then neither will it go out 

on a limb to thrill you. By com

parison, QED's Digit Reference is 

something of a free-spirit, a 

DAC that skips through the 

most complex of musical styles 

with almost casual abandon. 

Ironically, the cheapest DAC 

in our test was arguably the 

most successful with the costli-

est transport at our disposal, 

suggesting Cambridge's 

DACMagic-1 will be very, very 

fussy over your choice of digital 

output. For a DAC that costs lit

tle more than a posh digital 

interconnect, it's potential is 

disproportionate with its price. 

Only two DACs demonstrated 

the capacity to flourish alongside 

progressively superior CD trans

ports. Kinshaw's Perception is one, 

a DAC with tremendous power 

and authority that benefits from 

the resolution and civility of 

costly transports without collaps

ing into a muddled heap. 

The Pink Triangle Ordinal 

(pictured above left) is another 

'DAC for all seasons'. Though 

the most expensive this 

converter betrays true inspira

tion, drawing the best from 

every occasion rather than 

dwelling on the minor indiscre

tions of budget players. 
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Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 

THE A.l..JDIC> SPECIA.LISTS 
for the most exciting range of equipment available in the Midlands which includes: 

Aiwa, Alphason, Apollo, Arcam, Aud1olab, Audioquest, Audio-Technica, B&W, Sever, Canon, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Deltec, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, KEF, Luxman, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michaelson Audro, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, Monster, Mordaunt Short, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pink Tnangle, Pro-Ac, Revolver, Revox, Rogers, Roksan, 

Wide range of cla.Hical CDs in stock Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sansui, Sehnheiser, Shure, SME, Stritwire, Systemdek, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharledale, Yamaha, etc. Full servicing facilities available 

INTEREST FREE 
(for Limited Period) APR 0% 

351 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL. 
TEL: 021-429 2811 FAX: 021-434 3298 

OPENING TIMES 
Tues-Thurs 10.30-6.00 

Written details on request. Licensed Credit Broker 
VISA • ACCESS • SWITCH 

156-157 LOWER HIGH STREET, STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS TEL: 0384-444184 
93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS 892 HJL TEL: 021-7420254 

Friday 10.30-8.00 Saturday 10.30-5.00 
Demonstrations by Appointment 

AVON 

V1AUDIQ 36Drui� Hill 
Stoke Btshop 

Tel: 0272 686005 Bristol BS9 1 EJ 

ATC, AVI. Acoustic Energy, Alon. Audio Innovations. 
Audiomeco. Audio Technica. AMC. Analogue Electronics. 

Cadence Valve. Chord AMPS. Electronic Companiet. 
Exposure. Goldring. Harmon Kardon, Heybrook. Jamo. 

LFD. Lyra. Ortofon. Perception. Pink Triangle, Ruark. 
Michel!. REL. Sansui. SME (inc 20A). Sonic Link. Stax. 

Sugden. Sumiko. Townsend, Triangle. Wadio. 

Demos by appointment only Home trial tacilrtres 

- Free installations. Servicing tacrlrtres. -
!:>..:! We are not a shop. -

BERKSHIRE 

C.F. LAKE 
FOR BETTER HI-FI 

IN THE THAMES VALLEY 
Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, 
NAK.AMICHI, B&W, MORDAUNT SHORT, 

SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, PHILIPS, 
AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINIT Y 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

252/254 High Street, Slough SL I t BN (0753) 538288' 
117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (0494) 528605' 
9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (0296) 25119' 
11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (0628) 483555 
83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 I JX (0628) 778611 
20 Chequer Street, SI. Albans, Herts AL I 3YD (0727) 834046' 

H.C. WHEATLANDS 
85-89 Chiswick High Road, London W4 2EF (081) 994 2464 

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Bose, 
B+W, Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Dynaudio, 

Heco, Heybrook, Infidelity, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor Audio, MordaunVShort, 
NAD, Nakamichi, Pqnasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, 

QED, Quad, Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, 
Technics, TDK, T horens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 
11-12 Market Place, Reading* Tel: 0734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead* Tel: 0628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknell' Tel: 0344 424556 
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 0494 535910 
62 North Brook Street, Newbury Tel: 0635 32474 
12a Park Square, Luton* Tel: 0582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

BIRMINGHAM 

FULL RANGE OF HI-FI 
PIONEER, TECHNICS, AKAI, 

KENWOOD, JVC, SONY, AIWA, 
Guarenteed the lowest price in the UK. 

24 Hour Mail Order Facility Available 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field �i-??i 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

=�:,: =�=����' 

I
NADI 

• Castle • Yamaha 

• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 

• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 021-622 2323 

BUCKINGHAM 

Hazlemere Audio 
CO NS U L T A NT S  

Our aim is to help music lovers increase their enjoyment of music in their homes. To listen to some of the world's finest audio 
���P:;J������:se call (0494) 43 7892 
ART AUDIO, BASIS, CARY, CONRAO JOHNSON. GAAHAM. LFD. 

LUMLEY REFERENCE. MICAOMEGA. NOTTINGHAM AUDIO, 

ORTOFON, SO ACOUSTICS. TEAC. TRANSFIGURATION 

CAMBRIDGE 

University Audio 
MAIN AGENTS FOR: 

LINN • ATC • MERIDIAN • QUAD 
• ROTEL • DENON • B&O • etc 

3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 0223 354237 
FACSIMILE: 0223 322079 

DARLINGTON 

lff·Ff EXPERIENCE 
Mission • Cyrus • Denon • Arcam • KEF • NAD 
• Audiolab • Musical Fidelity • Quad • Marantz 
• Meridian • Tannoy • Thorens • TDL • Yamaha 

• Rotel • Rogers • Sony, etc 

BANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOLBY DSP 
HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 

EDINBURGH 

RUSS ANDREWS HI- FI 
34 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh. 

Telephone: 031 557 1672 

Linn, 'aim, Rega, A ream. Rotel, Marantz. 

Nakamichi. Quad. Creek. Yamaha. 

Demonstrations. 

il1ii1i Open 10.00am-5.30pm, Sat 10.00am-5.00pm iilitlii 
Closed Monday. 

ESSEX 

JLhew
·� Osborne 

Akai • Alphason • A ream* • 8&\V • Bang & Olufscn • Bose • Celestion • 

Dual• Hannan Kardon • Kenwood • Quad* • Marantz • Mordaunt-Shon • 
NAD • Nakamichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony • \Vharfedale • Yamaha • 

* l:.'ppi11g wul Saffron Walden on f.\ 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (0992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDI:N • ESSEX • TEL: (0799) 523728 
70 SOUTH STREET BISIIOP'S STORTFORD • HERTS • TEL: (0279) 656401 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
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HERTFORDSHIRE 

Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Base, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, jamo, jPW, Ken wood, Maranlz, Mission, 

NAD, Philips, Pioneer, Rogers, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Tannoy, Target, Technics, T horens, W harfedale. 

0% CREDIT AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
12 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDJSC 

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICI·. 
WATFORD (0923) 226 169 

15 CHARTER PLAO. HU;H STRH:T. WATHJRD 

UNN, NAIM, ARCAM. 
REGA, MISSION 

HIGHLANDS 

• MISSION • DENON • ROTEL • PIONEER • SONY • KEF • TEAC • 

• WHARFEDALE • CELESTION • JAMO • MUSICAL FIDELITY • MARANTZ • 

LISTENING FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL THE BEST IN HI·FI 
Contact: 

THE MUSIC STATION 
49 Church Street, Inverness. Tel: (0463) 225523 

HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 
Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Cyrus, 

Denon, Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Meridian, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 
akamichi, Phi lips, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, 

Rote!, Sony, Ta1moy, Technics, Wadia 
and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (0472) 351391 

IRELAND 

55 Main St Blackrock Co Dublin Tel 2889449/2888477 
Fax 2834887- Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm 

Closed Monday 

KENT 

• ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

--------•:.:.· 
B&W jamo 
(),I) PIONEER 
Technics 
.JVC ALU SALES & SERVICE 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

The Broadway, 
Bexelyheath. Kent. 
Tel: (081) 298 7880. 

Fax: (0474) 535 937 

138 Pelham Rd, 
Gravesend, Kent 

Tel: (0474) 326600 

(0474) 569601 

LANCASHIRE 

� ij_I-FI tJPaiAUff 

MONITOR I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER SOUND I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 
I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 
I SPENDOR I THORENS I ARCAM I ROTEL 
I WHARFEDALE I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY 
I PHILIPS CD I CELESTION I ROGERS 
I MORDAUNT SHORT I MONITOR AUDIO I JPW 
I TDL I AND MANY MORE 

• BIG DISCOUNT • TWO YE AR GU ARANTEE ON HI·FI • 
• FREE HOME INSTALLATION o EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS • PRIVATE LI STENING ROOM o 

CHORLEY (0257) 271935 
54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

? ,l I 17 BRIDGE STREET SAXILBY. 

{[o /1{( (/ e s j t{ ({tO NR LINCOLN LN1 2PZ 
(/ TEL (0522)702834 

AGENTS FOR: ATC, AV!, CHORD AMPS, HARBETH, 
KINSHAW, LFD, MICHELL, ORIGIN LIVE, 

ORTOFON, PROJECT, QED, ROYD, SANSUI, 
SEQUENCE, SONICLINK, THORENS, ETC 

DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 
HOME TRIALS FACILITIES • INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

�=�•�u�.���iiii 0� NaimRega 0 Arcam Kef 
Linn Royd 

Finance Micromega 
Audiolab 

16 COOK STREET 
LIVERPOOL L29RF 

m 051 221 5007 

plus many more 

We :.ell great Hi-Fi & 
;;crvccxce!lent coffee 

"Our aim is yo11r 
total satiJfcK.:tiou" 

LONDON 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LO DON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
&LEMONS 
071 �924 2040/3665 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll 

lff·Ff EXPERIENCE 
Mission • Cyrus • Denon • Arcam • KEF • NAD 
• A udiolab • Musical Fidelity • Quad • Marantz 
• Meridian • Tanno y • Thorens • TDL • Yamaha 

• Rotel • Rogers • Sony, etc 

BANG & OLUFSEN SOUND & VISION CENTRE DOLBY DSP 
HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 

now at 
17 Coniscliffe Road, 

DARLINGTON, 
DL3 7EE 

Help Line 0325 481418 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 � 081 567 8703 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AMC, AUDIO INNOVATIONS, AUDIOLAB, AURA, 8&0, B&W, 

CANON, CASTLE, DENON, DUAL, EVOLUTION, JPW, KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, 

MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, QUAD, 

RE� ROGERS, ROTE� SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

MANCHESTER 

......... --==. ........,...- c::::> IJL_J 
�� ........ � 
� -== -== c::::> F"C � 
..-. c:> t t c:>  l i =s. t .e.  ..... t c:>  

NORFOLK 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk 
Tel: (0508) 5 70829 

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, 
Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Naim, 

Nakamichi, Rote!, Royd, TDL, and others. 
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AUDIO EQUIPMENT FROM LEADING AND SPECIALIST BRANDS ON TWO FLOORS FOR YOU TO LISTEN AND CHOOSE FROM 

• 3 Demonstration Rooms 

• Home Trials 

• Home Cinema -lnstore Demonstration Theatre 

• Audio Visual Equipment 

• Evening Demonstrations by appointment 

• lnhouse Service Department 

• Mail Order Available 

THE AUDIO SHOP 
Appointed stockists of:-

DENON, ROTEL, MARANTZ, MOTH, 
JPW, P ROJECT, PHILIPS 

Full range of accessories available. No appts required. Scnoice dept. 

Free installation. Home trials. Open M on-Sat 9-5.30. Weds 9-12.30 

Six Hill Street Raunds, Northamptonshire 
Telephone: 0933 622325 

OXFORD 

SHROPSHIRE 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI 
THE HI·FI AND AUDIOVISUAL SPECIALIST 

AUDIO TECHNICA, DELTEC, DENON, DUAL, INFINITY, 

KENWOOD, MARANTZ, MORDAUNT SHORT, MUSICAL 

FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, ORTOFON, PIONEER, 

PROAC, QED, ROTEL, SONY, E S, TANNOY, TARGET, 

TEAC, THORENS, TOWNSHEND, WHARFEDALE, ETC. 

2 Demonstration Rooms, Free Parking, 
Free installation, Repairs, Credit Available. 

SHROPSHIRE HI-FI , ST. MICHAEL'S 
STREET, SHREWSBURY 0743 232065 

SMC GROUP 

You can come and visit us at: 

25 HENLEY STREET, 
STRATFORD CV37 6QW 

Contact Dirk or Jamie on: 

Tei/Fax No. (0789) 414533 

We are stockists of the leading 
HiFi brands including: 

ARCAM, SONY, PANASONIC, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
PIONEER, TECHNICS, DENON, NAD, MARANTZ, ROTEL, 
MUSICAL FIDELITY, MONITOR AUDIO, MISSION, TANNOY, 
ONKYO, KEF, QUAD, TDL & SENNHEISER, YAMAHA, 
CELESTION, ACOUSTIC RESEARCH, AUDIOQUEST, 
MONSTER, TARG ET, BEYER, SYSTEMDEK 

0% Finance is available on selected products 
and all major credit cards accepted. 

We also have a Demonstration Room and Service Facilities. 
Monday to Saturday 9.30- 5.30. 

Late night Wednesday 

"Where friendfy ser"ice sti((s counts!" 

SUFFOLK 

SURREY 

Grandix 
Sound & 
Vision 

71 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN, SURREY 
TELEPHONE: (081) 336 0012 

AVI. ATC. Audio Innovations, Tube Technology, 
Exposure. Micromega. Ruark. Rogers. REL. 

Mclntosh. Harman. Marontz. PrOJect. TDL. 
Nakomichi. Kenwood, Aiwo. JBL. Cobletalk, 

Whorfdale. Sonsui. and many more 

TWO DEMO ROOMS. FREE PARKING, HOME DEMOS 

�URREY HIFI�� 
�PECIALIST HI-FI OUTLET 

DEMONSTRATION ROOM - PARKING 
MUSICAL FIDELITY • QUAD • AUDIOLAB • REL • TUBE TECHNOLOGY 
TDL • TANNOY • KEF • DENON • NAKAMICHI• THORENS • TARGET 

MARANTZ • MIC HELL • SENNHEISER • BEYER HEADPHONES 
JPW • SOUND ORGANISATION • SOUNDSTYLE TRIPODS 

VAN DEN HUL CABLES • BOSE 

HOME CINEMA NOW ON DEMONSTRATION 

Just 2 minutes off Junct. 6 M25(A25) 

GODSTONE (0883) 744755 
45 HIGH STREET, GODSTONE, SURREY RH9 SLS 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Tcvillc Gate, W. Sussex. RNII IUA Tcl: (0903) 212133 

The friendly shop with the best sound systems in the Sow h. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guaranlees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sa1 10am-6pm Late nighl Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream, Exposure, JPW. Naim Audio, 

Marantz, Ore/le, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio Technica, 

Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw Electronics and many more. 

WEST SUSSEX 

PHASE 3 HIFI 
THE SOUTH'S LEADING HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

Listening Rooms • Dedicated 'Home Cinema' Demonstration Room 

AOCOM • ARCAM • B&W • CASTLE • CELESTION • DENON 
HEY BROOK • KEF • REFERENCE • KENWOOD • LEXICON • MARANTZ 

MERIDIAN • MONITOR AUDIO • NAD • SHEARNE • SPENOOR • TANNOY 
THORENS • YAMAHA • including all 'Home Cinema' products 

215 TARRING ROAD. WORTHING. WEST SUSSEX BNII 4H\V � TELEPI-IONE: (0903) 245577 � 

HI-FI CHOICE 

The VVorld's 

No.1 
Buying Guide 

· · YORKSHIRE 

Hi Fi 
IT'S A STRANGE PARADOX 

the more enlightened you become 
the harder it is to choose 

AE, Audiolab, Beyer, Harman-Kardon, JBL, KEF, Kenwood, 

Marantz, Michel, Mission, Monitor-Audio, Mordaunt-Short, 

Nakamichi, Pickering, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Quad, 

Rogers, Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics & lots more 

With so many brands available, even an experienced 
Hi-Fi nut needs help nowadays ... 

We can give that help with qualified and experienced 
staff who can give a thoroughly professional analysis 
of your needs ... and not just advice but consult us 
on prices too, for a nice surprise ... be it £300 or 
£3,000 our aim is to offer the best value for money 
possible ... backed up by a full2 years guarantee on 
all Hi-Fi products we recommend plus ... Interest 
Free Credit', 4 demonstration studios (3 by 
appointment), superb showrooms and over 25 years 
experience to help you make the right choice. 

Vickers Hi-Fi 
High Fidelity Specialists est 1967 

24 Gillygate York 
York(0904)629659 

•written details on request 
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YORKSHIRE 

Moorgate Acoustics Hi·Fi 

-..... 
Frustrated and confused? 
Call in and get some help and advice from a company 
that cares enough abouts its customers to put them first. 
184 Fitzwilliam St., Sheffield. Tel: (0742) 756048 
8 Westgate Chambers, Rotherham. Tel: (0709) 370666 

CARTRIDGES 

M 1V!t\�!��/)1�V.R!P 
MAKE ITEM CARTRIDGE STYLUS 
Audio AT95 E £21.00 £12.50 

Technics AT110 E £26.50 £16.00 

AToC 5 £110.00 £9o.oo· 

Den on DL110 £65.00 £52.oo· 

DL160 £35.00 £68.oo· 

DL304 £180.00 £155.oo· 

Gold ring 1012 GX £58.00 £38.00 

1022 GX £76.00 £49.00 

1042 £94.00 £61.00 

Ortofon 510 £29.00 £19.00 

520/520 p £49.50 £36.00 

530 £76.00 £57.00 

MC1 Turbo £54.00 £45.oo· 

MC3 Turbo £99.00 £82.5o· 

MC10 Super £76.00 £65.oo· 

MC15 Super £99.00 £82.5o· 

MC10 Super £200.00 £15o.oo· 

SWISS QUALITY DIAMOND STYLI PRICE 
ADC R20 XE, QLM34/36, XLM Ill £12.50 

Dual DN145/155/165E,DN149 S £12.50 

Otofon FF15NMS10/20 Ell, OM/P20 £12.50 

Shure N44 E, N70 EJ, N75 ED/EJ T2 £10.00 

N55 E, N95 ED/EJ,N1 05 EO £12.50 

• f< X(hangc an� \I( (nthcr t�pcs ""••ih1hlc) • 

MANTRA AUDIOatH ) 
22 (; \RTII \\ F't f, 'OR I 11 Ill f f If I 11. Sfl IH I OH 7RI' 

TELEPHONE (0757) 288652 

CARTRIDGES & HEADPHONES 

Car-rridges and Headphones; 
£25-£1000. 

Ortofon, ALtdio Technica, Denon, 
Gold1�ing� Shure. Arcan,, 

Sennheiser, Beyer, Koss plus 
others. Trade in your old rnoving 

coil- substantial discounts! 

I.AN HAR.R.ISION HI-FI 
(1\ll�il Or·dcr only) 

7 1\llill Hill, Rept:on, Derby. DE6S 
6GQ Telephone: (0283) 702875 

�MA� 
l.INN NAIM REGA ARCAM QUAD DENON y, CHI 

AUDIOl.AB CASTLE HEYBROOK NAKAMI 
y 

MARANTZ KEF TARGET ACOUSTIC EN ERG 

THE HI-FI EXPERTS 
284 Glossop Road Sheffield S10 ZHS 

tel 0742 737893 
81 Nether Hall Road Ooncaster DNl ZQA 

te/ 0302 321421 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC. Celestion. Coles. Dynaudio. KEF. Jordan. 
Morel. RCL, Peerless, Scanspeak. Seas. Volt 

Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms. 

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays 

Send for free catalogue. Major Credit Cords accepted 

Wellington Close. Porkgote Trading Estate, 
Knutsford, Cheshire WA 16 8DX. Dept HFC. 

Telephone (0565) 650605 Fox (0565) 650080 

Have you heard the REVOLUTIONARY 
fast & detailed Aluminium Anodised 

· drivers by Bandor? 

TransmiSSIOn Une K1ts

. 

explo>ts the 
un1que performances of BANDOR 

Brochures avotloble 
1 150mm (8') & SOmm (2") dnvers 

11 PENFOLD conAGE, PENFOLD 
LANE, HOLMEA GAEEN, BUCKS 

HP15 6XA. TEL: (0494) 714 058 

HI-FI STYLIST 

.DAN l:7'ULEY 
Top quality amplifiers & 
loudspeakers customer 
styled to fit in with your 
decor and furnishings. 

Give your ears a treat -
without compromising your aesthetics. 

(081) 470 9795 

HIFI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers -a legend in sound 
for over 50 years, KLIPSCH hi-efficiency 
speakers are used in many studios, top 

hi·fi and stage systems. 
FOR DETAILS CALL 

(021} 430 7817 

TECHNICAL SERVICES 

CLOCK THIS 
CD Transport/player clocking to ultimate performance. 
This is a modification to the digital processing circuitry 
with unbelievable results. External DAC"s can still be 
used to advantage, resulting in further enhancement. 
Probably the best CD upgrade you will ever make. 
Technically proficient engineers will also handle all your 
high end repair. servicing or modification requirements. 
Please calf us on (0209} 612260 for further details. 

RJF AUDIO VISUAL 84 Pendarves Street, 
Tuckingmill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8NJ 

• Also High End Retail • 

MULTIROOM INSTALLER 

6Joal-Jd �Jhtaic �lubio 
The Service Consultancy Desigr. nGd 

Professional Installation of Multiroom Audio 

Visual Systems, Satellite, Home Cinema 

Surround, Pro-Logic and THX. 

Call Ooug or Jean 
(0544) 230254 

32A HIGH STREET, KINGTON, HEREFORDSHIRE 

AUDIO CABLES 

Custom Made 
STUDIO QUALITY CABLES 
DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER 

AT TRADE PRICES 
Handmade & Highly Recommended 

Prices from £18.00 plus p&p 
Available only by Mail Order 

7 day money back guarantee. For details contact: 
�"--"§��"'-��'"-"ti� 49 BISHOPS ROAD 

TEL/FAX 0733 897379 PETE
P

R
E
����UGH 

To find out more about advertising 
in the finest Hi-Fi magazine in the world, 

call jennifer Phillips on (071) 91 7 7643 



Classic G.hoice 
QUALITY SECOND HAND H 1-FI 

hiCHOICEu 
081 568 8808 

Equipment bought or part exchanged 

Full demonstration facility by appointment. 

MaJOr credit cards are accepted. 

9.30am to 8.00pm 7 days 

Aud1o Innovations 2nd Audio m'blocks 2A3. 82 ..... as new .. £1595 
Aud10 Innovations 1st AudiO Stereo 75 watt class A .. as new .. £850 
Aud1o Research 0115 Stereo pwr ( stlver) ... mint condition ........... £995 
Audio Research 070 Mkll Stereo Pwr .. mint condition .. ..£795 
Natm NAP135 m'blocks ( new style) ...... mint condition ........ £1800 
Nestorovic AI Valve m'blocks 150 watt ...... mint conditiOn .. £1995 
AVIS 2000 250 watt pc Stereo power ... m1nt condttion .......... £995 

Audio 3008 Stlver Kntght monoblocks .. mmt condition ........ £1695 
OUtcksilver monoblocks valve ... ........... mmt condition .. ..... £1495 
Conrad Johnson MF200 Stereo pwr ..... mmt condJtion .......... £795 
Krell KMA 100 Mkll monoblocks ........... mmt condition ........ £1895 
Krell KSA 100 Mkll Stereo power . ...... mmt condition ....... £1495 
MUSICal Fidelity P150 Mkl .. .. . .. ....... mmt condition ........ . £295 
Krell KSA 250 Stereo Power .... ........... mmt condition ....... £2850 
NAG 401S Stereo power ..................... mint condition ......... £4500 
NVA 40 Stereo power amp ... ....... ...... very good condition .. £:295 
Jadis Defy 7. Stereo pwr, new valves .. mint condition ......... £3500 
Audio Research SP9 Mkll phonolline .. mmt condition ........ . £995 
Audio Research SP11 M�lt 2 bo�phonolline .. . mm! condition ........ £1795 
Aud10 Research SP14 phonol1ine. blk ... mmt condition ........ £1595 
Audio Research SP15 Mkll, black. two box, phonolline 
mmt cond1t1on .............. ............................................. .......... £3500 
LFD LSI hne only... .. . .  m1nt condition .......... £495 
Tntogy 902 1ine/phono ... .... .. .............. mmt cond1tion .......... £695 
MOD Squad de lu:< line dnve pas�ve pre .............................. £450 
Counterpomt SAT lme/phono ... ............................................. £895 
Cadence Pre 2 power MA2 valve m'blocks .... . :<-demo... .£1995 
Exposure XI, pre amp, IX pro power supply IV power amp 
mint cond1tion ... .£1395 
Audio Innovations 5800 pwr & 5800 pr . ..... mint condition ... £895 
2 x Unx Pulsar Power Amps Lin:< Vega Pn�-amp... .. .... £995 
Musical Fidelity P150fP38.. .. . ...... mint condition .... ... £450 

Rega Ehc11 ............................................ mint conditiOn ... . ..... £495 
Albarry PPI Intergrated ... ...... ...... ..... very good conditiOn .. £295 
Linn Mav1k {1nc. phone stage) ............... as new ..................... £395 
Wadia 7+9 Transport + Dac with individual power supply 
as new... . . . . . ....................................... £15.995 
Mark Levinson 30/31 Dac + Transport ..... mint condition .. £14.995 
Meridian 200/203 Train!Dac... .. .... mint conditiOn ......... .£695 
Wadia 8 8 Transport... .. .......... mint condition ........ £1995 
Meridian 2068 CD Player .. .. ............ mint conditiOn .......... £595 
DPA T1/PDM1 Mkll Transport Oac ...... mint condition .... ... £1899 
Audio Note Dac 3 Signature ... . ........... as new ................... £1995 
Meridian 602 Dac latest spec ............... as new... .. ... £850 
Na1m CD1 Cd Patyer ............................. mint condition .... ... £1200 
Sonus Faber Mimma Amators ............................................. £1195 
Sonus Faber Electa... .. . .. .. .... ..... £995 
Quad ESL 63... ..£1595 
ATC SCM 100A... . ................... ....................... £3500 
ATC SCM SOA... ...... £2500 
Linn Kelt1ks ....................................... .. mint condition . ...... £3295 
Linn KCILIHDS... . .......... ... ........... mint condtion ........... £450 
Celestion Sl600 ... . ...... mint condition . ......... £350 
Celestion SL600 Si + Stds ....... ........ .. mint condition .. .. £595 
Mission 753 black... ..mint condition§£550 
Impulse H2's ......... ..................... ........................ ............ .. £1650 
Audio Static ES300 Piano, black.... ..mint condition ........ £2995 

TDL Relerence Monitors ...................... as new ...... ............ £1795 
Martin Logan Acrivs ... .. .. .. ...... mint condition ........ £1795 
Nairn SBL's passive or active. black ..... mint c'tion ...... £1100/1300 
Infinity IRS BIT A loudspeaker system Brazilian Rosewood 
mint condition.. ... . .. £4995 
Magne-Pianar 2-5R. beige... . .. ....... mint condition . . .... £1295 
Epos ES14 + EPOS Stands... ... as new.... ... . ... £450 
Linn Sara + Stands ... .......................... mint condition . .. ... £200 
Totem + Foundation stnds, bo:<ecL mint condition . ...... £895 
SO Acoustics SDS, bo:<ed ... . .... ...... mint condition . ........ £850 
Heybrook SeKiet + stnds. boxed.. .. ... as new... .. ..... £550 
Proac Response Ill, black ash .............. mint condition . ...... £1800 
Sonus Faber Extrema Original Stnds, bo:<ed ..... mint c'ion ... £4250 
Snell Type Jll's +stands... . ... ..mint condition ......... £650 
Koetsu 80th Anniversary. bo:<ed .... ..... mint condition ........ £1600 
Van den Hut MC!.. mint condition .......... £300 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer ............... as new .... .... .......... £350 
VPI HW 19 Mklll and Power Supply . .  mint condition . . .. . £995 
Alphason Symphony & HR100 S·MCS +Atlas Pwr Supply, J)ano black£1495 
The Voyd, Helius, Orion, PSW ..... ..... .. mint condition ....... ... £995 
Burmester 838 phooo stage ( variable sensitivity). . £450 
Audio Innovations 5t000 stop up .......... mint condition ...... ... £350 
Classic Vlave Head Amp + PSV ....... . mint condition .......... £350 

TESSERAC RANGE ON PERMANENT DEMONSTRATION- PLEASE CALL 

EX-DEMONSTRATION & SECONDHAND SALE 
Quad 606 power amp . . . . . . .. £450 Michell Gyrodec psu . . . . . . . .£85 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
Quad FM4 tuner · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .£220 Harbeth HL Compact loudspeakers ... £299 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · .£220 
LFD lnt "0" (Phono) int amp ....... £529 

.... £75 Quad FM3 tuner 
Quad 34 pre-amp 

Chord SPM 800 power amp .. £1399 Sansui AY S/Sound amp ..... £499 

Celestion SL600si ldspkrs inc stnds .. £450 Origin Live OL2 loudspeakers ...... £450 

Acoustic Energy AE l loudspeakers .. £400 Spendor S20 loudspeakers .......... £399 
DNM 3A6 pre-amp . . . . . .. £650 

Rogers LS7/t loudspeakers 
... £100 Arcam Alpha 2 int amp 

Mordaunt Short NS50 (bi-wired) 

QED discsaver phono stage . 

... £150 N AD 7240/PE tuner/amp 

.... £25 Sony CDP 550 CD Player 
FOR NEW EQUIPMENT SEE US IN THE DEALER GUIDE UNDER LINCOLN 

..... £250 

... £100 

.. £60 

e�rle«ti6 
17 Bridge Street, Saxilby, Nr Lincoln LNI 2PZ. Telephone (0522) 702834. Evenings (0522) 696708 

Clearaudio 
" In my introduction, I described the Cledraudio Signature's performance 

as stunning. it's the on ly word that does this cartridge just ice. " 
Chris Beeching, HiFi News & RR. Aug 94 

WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION 
LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION 

CLEARAUDIO • AUDIONOTE • KRELL• AUDIO RE.SEARCH • KLIPSCH • MARTIN 
LOGAN • SONUS FABER • AGOGEE • THETA • SME • COPLAND • VOYD 

MAGNEPLANAR • LUMLEY REfERENCE • CREEK • ROTEL • EMF • HEYBROOK • CAT 
BASIS • LUMLEY MONITOR • MAGNUM/DYNALAB • GRAHAM Jnd much more 

THIS MONTHS PRE-OWNED BARGAINS 
Magnum Reference 300 pre-amp.£325 Linn LPI2 .... .. .. ..... .. .. . .. .. .... £395 

Magnum Reference lnt amp ........ £299 Wadia X32 DAC ......................... .£795 

Audio Innovations 1st Audio ........ £995 Sony 702 DAC .. .. .. .................... £795 

Audio Innovations 1000 pre-amp .£995 Magneplanar Tympani IV speakers.£2495 

Audio Innovations 200 pre·amp ... £295 Martin logan Quest's ................ 0595 

Audio Innovations 200 power amp .. £295 SME Series V Tonearm ...... .. . .. £995 

Audio Research SP9 pre (black) ... £1895 Alon 2 Speakers .......... ...... . ..... £1295 

TEL: (0903) 872288 or (0860)660001 
202 Findon Road, Worthing, W. Sussex BN14 OEJ 
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Can't find what you 
are looking for . .  ? 
THE HI Fl EXCHANGE 

Whether buying or selling Aud iophilie 
equipment register your requirements 
with us now. All enquiries are entered on 
our sophisticated database w here 
equipment matching ta k es place. A 
complete catalogue of equipment wanted 
and for sale , available weekly, is free' to 
anyone both here and abroad. The "Hi Fi 
Exchange" is continually updated and is 
the most comprehensiv e source of 
second hand and x-demo equipment 
anywhere. 

• First issue free to advertisers 

Subscriptions available by post 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

CHOICE Too 
(081) 568 8808 

IAN HARRISON HIFI 7MILLHIL����T��E����� DE656GQ 

TEL: 0283 702875 9am-9pm for latest pnces 

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL($) FOR A BRAND NEW ONE. THE AMOUNTS CASSETIE DECKS HEADPHONES BLANK TAPES 
SHOWN IN BRACKETS ARE WHAT YOU CAN SAVE COMPARED WITH THE NAKAMICHI DRAGON SENNHEISER TDK, MAXELL, SONY, 
NORMAL SELLING PRICE. PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR EXACT PRICES. THE NAKAMICHICR7E BEYER BASF,AMPLEX, 
EXACT PR1CE W1LL DEPEND ON HOW MANY AND WHAT TYPE OF CARTR1DGE NAKAMICHI DR1 AUD10 TECHN1CA JVC,SCOTCH 

YOU WISH TO TRADE IN. MOVING MAGNETS �AN NOT BE TRADED IN. NAKAM1CH1 DR2 KOSS 
NAKAMICH1 DR3 ROSS QED 

ORTOFON AUDIO TECHNICA AIWA XK$9000 SONY,AKG DAC PACK t169 
MC7500 (£500·£750) AT-ART! (£285-£47S) A1WA XKS7000 HIF1 FURN1TURE D1G1T £109 
MC500 (£375·£550) AT·OC30 (£1 90·£300) TEAC V8000S APOLLO, SOUND DIGIFLEX £16 
MC300011 (£235-£335) AT·OC9 (£75-£110) TEAC V7010 ORGANISATION, SOUND POS1TRON £69 
MC200011 (£165·£245) TEAC R9000S FACTORY, TR1POD. OPT DIGIT £124 
AT·OCS (£45·£67) DENON SONY TCK611 S GOLDR1NG OPTIFLEX £20 
MC30SUPREME (£115-£155) DL304 (£45-£85) OAT CABLES 

DIGIT REF £350 
MC20SUPREME (£90-£125) OTHER MODELS £POA SONY TCDD7 AUD10QUEST. SON1C 

ROOMLINK POA 
MC1 OSUPREME (£55-£80) SONY DTC690 UNK, GOLDR1NG. QED 

ACCESSOR1ES POA SONY DTC60ES AMPLIFIERS MC15S11 (£20-£35) DYNAVECTOR 
SONY PCM2300 MARANTZ, PHILIPS, MC10S (£15·£25) XXl/L (£2()().£350) SONY PCM2700 QUAD, SONY, DENON TEST TAPE/CO 

OTHER MODELS £POA 17D2MKII (£90·£190) AIWA XDS1100 SPEAKERS HARR1SON MULT1 
GOLORING PANASON1C SV3700 QUAD, SPENDOR, PURPOSE TEST 
EXCEL GS (£210·£2901 "ALL CARTR1DGES ARE SUPPUED CO PLAYERS WHARFEDALE CASSEITE £20 
EXCEL (£195·£265) POST FREE MARANTZ. PH1UPS. TUNERS DENONAUD10 
ELITE (£70·£100) "SHUREARCAM, STANTON, MOV1NG QUAD. SONY. DENON. QUAD, SONY. MARANTZ, TECHNICAL TEST CD 
EROICA (£35-£45) MAGNETS: POA AIWA. NAKAMICHI. TEAC PHILIPS £12. 99 

ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW WITH FULL UK GUARNATEES • NO X-DEMO EQUIPMENT • NO GREY IMPORTS • DELI.:.ERY £5 
(CARTRIDGES) • PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS, REVIEWS, ADVICE, BROCHURES AND PR1crS 

Whether selling or buying pre-owned audio, 

dealing in mail order, or specialising in vintage hi-fi, 

G.lassic G..hoice is the only choice. 

Call Jennifer Phillips on (071) 917 7643 



Bang & Olufsen 
Showroom 

Myers Audio 
6 Central Parade, 

Hoe Street, (nr. cinema) 
Walthamstow, London E17 4RT 

Free collection & delivery within a 30 mile radius 

111111 SALES & SERVICE (081) 509 2440 111111 

Entertaining ideas on home improvements 
Danish style 

Bang & Olufsen have designs on your home. Wall to wall luxury with unbeatable style, 

from a superb rnage of televisions, videos and hi-fi systems. Designed by technological 

architects. Installed by some of the most highly trained engineers in the industry. 

Come home to Bang & Olufsen at last, and you'll never want to leave us . 

Bang & Olufsen 
A way of life that you've always deserved 

Beovision ME 6000 ex Video & Stand £950 
V6000 Video £600 

Beosystem 2500 £1700 ex Remote & Speakers & WB 

Beocentre 9300£1500 ex Remote & Speakers &WB 



AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
(0272) 264975. Great hili carefully selected and 
demonstrated by friendly enthusiastic staff. 
Closed Mon. � 
PAU L  GRE E N  HI-FI LTD, C/0 Harper 
Furnishings, Kensington Showrooms, London 
Road, Bath BA1 6AD. (0225) 316197. Technics, 
Denon, Sony, Rotel. AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, 
Tannoy, Aura and many many more. 2 demo 
rooms, home demos, appointments required, ser
vice dept, free install, home trial. Access, Visa, lnt 
free credit. instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, 
closed Monday 
RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA1 
2BX. Tel 0225 446245. Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in the 
South-West. Demonstration rooms, Home 
Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 
9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. � 

RADFORDS, 52-54 Gloucester Road, Bristol, BS& 
BBH. Tel 0272 428247. Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in the 
South-West. Demonstration rocms, Service depts, 
Home Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. � 

V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59 
1 EJ. (0272) 686005. Alon, ATC, A VI, Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Innovations, Audio Technica, AMC, 
Analogue Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electronic Companies, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, 
Ruark, Michell, REL, Sansui, SME (inc20A), Sonic 
Link, Stax, Townshend, Wadia. Dems by appt only, 
home trial facilities, free installation, service facili
ties.Access, Visa. For full product listing please see 
Dealer Guide. 

BERKSHIRE 
ARC AUDIO, 9 Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berks. 
RG116L2. (0344) 762201. Denon, Harman 
Kardon, JPW, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Onix, 
Rogers, Ruark, Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. Demo 
facilities, no appt necessary, home trial facilities, 
free install. Access, Visa, Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-
6pm (closed Wed at 1 pm) 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (0734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installation, 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit Facilities includ
ing interest free credit subject to status. 9.30-
5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: Bracknell, Maidenhead, 
High Wycombe, Newbury. 
RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, Sl4 
1TG. Tel 0753 85693. Visit us for the best range 
of Hi-Fi in the South-West Linn, Nairn, Meridian, 
Quad etc. Home Installation Service, 
Demonstration rooms, Access, Visa, Amex,. Open 
9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. � 

READING HI-FI CENTRE. 4 Queen's Walk, Broad 
Street Mall, Reading RG1 70F. (0734) 585463. 
Your first choice for real hi-li and home cinema 
sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, 
Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Yamaha 
etc. Demonstration facilities (including home cine
ma). Free local installation. Bada guarantee. Open 
Tues-Sat 10am-6pm � 

BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall W Midlands. (0922) 493499/473499. 

Audio equipment from leading and specialist 
brands on two floors, with 3 demo floors, home tri
als, home cinema with instore demo theatre, 
evening demo's by appointment In house service 
dept. Mail order avail. lnt free credit subject to sta
tus.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm Late night friday. 
Expert advice, cable dressing and free installation 
is what makes Sound Academy the Midlands most 
exclusive Hi-Fi studio. 
FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN THE 
DEALER GUIDE � 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Ad, Stony 
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1 EO. (0908) 
561551. Alchemist Products, AVI,  Arcam, 
Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, Moth, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. Records and 
COs, record cleaning service. SGL speaker demo 
rocm. Access, Visa and Finance,. 
D.L. CHITTE NDEN LIMITED, 59-61 The  
Broadway, Chesham, Bucks, HP5 1 BX. (Opposite 
Boots). (0494) 784441 Philips, Mordaunt-Short. 
Denon, Kenwood, Canon Audio, Koss, Wharledale. 
Nicam TV & Video, Surround Sound, AV Systems. 
Showroom Demonstrations from expert and friend
ly staff. No appts nee. Service Department Credit 
facilities available. Open 8.30 to 17.30 Mon-Sat. 
FACTORS SOUND AND VISION, 16 Hill 
Avenue, Amersham, Buckinghamshire HP6 5BW 
(0494) 432944. Sony, Panasonic, Kenwood, 
Technics, JVC, Denon, JPW, KEF, Tannoy, Base, 
Aiwa, Grundig. In shop and in home facilities. No 
appts required, service dept, free install, home 
trial. Access, visa, int free credit Open Mon-Sat 
9.30-5.30, closed Thur. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
STEVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd, 
Cambridge CB4 3BW (0223) 68305. 10-6 - 6 
days. 3 dem rooms, home trial, appts. preferred. 
Free installation and service dept. Access, Visa & 
credit � 
FENWAY, 5 High St. Ely. Tel (0353) 664421. 
Contact Gary Holland for Bose, Pioneer, QED, 
Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, equipment and 
accessories. Demonstration facility. In-house ser
vice department Ring or come in and see a family 
run firm and let us know you saw us in Hi-Fi 
Choice. Please see entry under Suffolk. 'Free 
Installation by experts' 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(0223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 3 
dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free install, 
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 
Open 9-5.30. � 

CHESHIRE 
ASTON ·AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. (0625) 
582704. For the very best in hi-li separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio, inter
est free credit Visa, Access. Home trial. � 
CHAtS BROOKS HI·FI, 29 Gasket! St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. (0925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10-
6. 3 dem rocms. Credit facilities. All credit cards. 
Total absence of bull..... � 
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1a Duke St, Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. (0260) 297544. Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, B&W, Oenon, Epos, Linn, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, Yamaha, etc. 
Superbly appointed single speaker demo facilities. 
3 listening rooms with one dedicated to home cin-

e Two year guarantee, !ranter
able to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 
move more than 30 miles from his/her original 
address 

e low cost five year guarantee 
option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

e (071) 226 lfOlflf 

ema. No appts nee, home trial facilities, free instal
lation. 2 year guarantee on all equipment Access, 
Visa. Credit facilities available on request. Open 
Mon-SAT, closed Weds. � 
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altringham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 061 929 0834. Open 
Mon-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment Specialising 
in equipment by: Nairn, Quad, Royd, Nad, Denon 
plus selected others. Large range of quality acces
sories. On site service department Installation & 
delivery. Home demonstrations a pleasure. 
NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Str, Crewe. (0270) 
211091 Fx (0270) 211795. For full details see our 
Lancashire entry. � 
PETERS HI-FI, 4 St Michaels Sq, Grosvenor 
Precinct, Chester,. (0244) 322063/319392. 
Arcam, Technics, Sony, Marantz, Dual, Denon, 
Tannoy, Wharledale, Quad. 2 Single speaker Dem 
rooms, no appts nee, free installation service dept. 
Access, Visa, Amex. Peters credit chargecard. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, 
Congleton, Cheshire (0260) 280017. Celestion, 
Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Pink 
Triangle, Project, Rotel, Ruark, Systemdek, Tannoy, 
TDL, Technics. 5 Dem Rocms, No appts necc, Home 
trial, Free install, Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5 30, Closed Wed. 
SWIFT Hi-Fi, St Annes Parade, Wilmslow. (0625) 
526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek,Tannoy, Revolver, 
JPW Open 9:30am-6:00pm dem rocm. No pres
sure' � 
WILMSLOW AUDIO Wellington Close, Dept 
HFC, Parkgate Trading Estate, Knutsford, Cheshire 
WA 16 BOX. Tel (0565) 650605. Fax (0565) 
65008. A wide range of hi-li equipment, drive 
units and loudspeakers. ATC, Celestion, Cotes, 
Dynaudio, Jordan, KEF, Morel, Peerless, RCL, 
Scanspeak, Seas, Volt Over 30 kits available. 4 
Dem rooms, no appt necessary Please send for 
free catalogue. Major credit cards accepted. 
Closed Mondays. 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Redcar, Cleveland TS1 0 3AN. 0642 480723. 
Audio Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon, JBL, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Revox, 
Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Thorens, Townshend 
etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. Home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa & H.P. 
Open 9.15-5.30. 
GILSON AUDIO LT D. 172 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough. (0642) 248793. Exposure, Arcam, 
Mission, Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, NAD, Rotel, 
Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. 
Demonstration facilities in main shop and 2 dem. 
rooms, 1 AV rocm, appt nee, home trial facilities, 
free install. on request, service department. 
Access, Visa, HP. 1 0-5 - 6 days. � 

CORNWALL 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, Cornwall, Near St Austell, 
PL26 6R7. (0726) 844039. For audio compo
nants/systems which actually work' Impulse, 
Micromega, OVA, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, 
Voyd, Systemdek, JPW, Silver Custom Design, 
DNM. Demonstration by apppointment only. 
Demonstrations throughout Cornwall, Free 
Installation. Service Facilities. 
RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking 
Mill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 BNJ. (0209) 

710777/612260. Audio Note, Audio Innovations, 
Impulse, TDL, Michell, Musical Fidelity,NAD, 
Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins, SME, Micromega, 
Pink Triangle, Pro-jekt, Perception, Harman 
Kardon, Triangle. Integral Demo room/ showroom 
and special home dems. Appts nee, home trial, 
free install, service dept. All cards, switch and 
transax. Open Mon-Sat 9 30-5.30. Please see 
advert in Dealer Guide. 

CUMBRIA 
MISONS SOUND & VISION, 11 Warwick 
Road, Carlisle CA1 1DH. Tel (0228) 22620. B&O 
Rotel, Sugden, Harbeth, Quad, NAD, Yamaha, Sony, 
B&W, Castle, Base. Demo Suite, No appts nee, 
Home trial facilities, Free Installation, Service 
Department 9-5:30 Mon-Fri Thurs 9-1. Sat 9-5. 
PETER T YSON, 6 Abbey SI, Carlisle, Cumbria 
CA3 8TX. "Cumbria's premiere hi-li centre". Part 
exchange welcome. (0228) 46756. Unn, Musical 
Fidle1ty, Gyrus, Marantz, Denon, Philips, Nakamichi, 
Technics, Pioneer, Creek & more. Dem rocm. Dems 
w/out obligation. Home trial, Free install. In-house 
service dept. Access & Visa. HP 9- 5.30pm. 

DEVON 
CHELSTON HI·FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (0803) 60651 
Where you can compare a range including 
Acoustic Energy, Base, Castle, Celestion, Creek, 
Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony etc. Two dem 
rooms (including AV room 25 x 18ft Free installa
tion. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Credit facilities. 
9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00 Sat 
THE HI·FI ATTIC, 58 New George St, Plymouth, 
Devon PL1 1 RR. (0752) 669511. We stock most 
leading makes and have an expert enthusiastic 
staff. Premises include attractive hi-fi and home 
cinema demonstration rooms. We offer free instal
lation and credit facilities (written details on 
request) also a fully equipped service department 
We can also provide a mail order service for all your 
LaserD1sc requirements. We accept Visa, Access, 
Amex. 
RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street,St Thomas, Exeter, 
EX4 1 AL. Tel 0392 218895. Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in the 
South-West Demonstration rooms, Service depts, 
Home Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. � 
RADFORDS, 1 07 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, PL 1 
1 PA. Tel 0752 226011.Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in the 
South-West Demonstration rocms, Service depts, 
Home Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. � 
R ADFORDS, 6 Fore Street, St Marychurch, 
Torquay. Tel 0803 326723.Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in the 
South-West Demonstration rooms, Service depts, 
Home Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat � 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournmouth, Dorset. (0202) 764965. B&O, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target, 
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart. Various credit facilities available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now 



open at: 128 Pool  Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth. (0202) 751522. For details see 
main entry under Somerset. 
SUTIONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road, Bournemouth. 
0202 555512. Linn, Arcam, Mission, Ouad, 
Audiolab, Rote!, Yamaha, Denon,etc, 2 Single 

Speaker Listening Rooms, Home Demonstrations, 

Free lnstallations.Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for 

details. lilmJ 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, Darlington 

DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (0325) 481418. Agencies 

include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Harman, IMF, KEF, 

Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, 
Pioneer, Ouad, Rote!, Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 

listening rooms. 3 years guarantee. Free delivery 
and simple installation North Yorks/South Durham. 

Home cinema specialist. lilmJ 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T. Gants Hill, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd, Gants 

Hill, llford, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tel: 081 518 0915 Fax 

081 554 8463. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Denon, 

Linn, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Rotel. Technics, 

Yamaha & many more. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. 

Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. Free deliv

ery & installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest 

Free Credit on selected items. Listening room. 
Home Cinema specialists. Free membership of 

Club Audio T BADA bonded. lilmJ 
BRENTWOOD HI-FIDELIT Y, 2 lngrave Rd,  
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 SAT (0277) 221210. 

Audio Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, Marantz, 

Micromega, Miss1on, Pink Triangle, Quad, Tannoy 

plus many more. Single speaker dem rooms, 

home trials, evening appts (high end), home instal

lations. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 . Access. Visa. Service 

Facilities. Advice second to none. lilmJ 
LYON AUDIO. 16 Peartree Business Cntre, Peartree 
Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex C03 5JN.(0206) 
560259. Mission, Arcam, Denon, Rote!, KEF, 

Rogers, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, Dual, Michel, Castle. 
Dem facilities. Mon-Sat 9-6. Installations. Access, 

Visa, Instant credit. Service dept. 

PRO-MUSICA 6 Vineyard St, Colchester, Essex. Tel 

(0206) 577519. Roksan, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, 

Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rote!, Denon, Ruark, Royd, 

Epos, Sound Organisation, Sound Factory, Chord 

Company, Audio Tee, Audio Technica, Mana 

Acoustics, Shahmian, Dynavector, Neat. Open 1 0-

6 Mon-Sat. lilm.1 

RAYLEIGH Hl-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, Essex 
(0268) 77976217 47571 216 Moulsham St, On
the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (0245) 265245. 132-

134 London Road, Southend-on-Sea. (0702) 
435255. A&R, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Unn, 

Marantz,Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 

Roksan. Royd. 0% finance. Excellent audio visual 

range, home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, multi-room 
specialist. lilmJ 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE. 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester. 
(0452) 300046. Great Hi Fi carelully selected and 

demonstrated by fnendly and enthusiastic staff. 
Closed Mon. lilmJ 
AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL52 2RO. Tel: (01242) 583960 Fx 
(012424) 226435. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Rote!, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-
5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. Free 

delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. Listening room. Home 

Cinema specialists. Free membership of Club Audio 
T. BADA bonded lilmJ 
H UTCHINSONS, 295-297 High Str, 
Cheltenham. Glos. GLSO 3HL. (0242) 573012. 
Pioneer reference point, Technics, Dual, NAD, 
jWharfedale, Celestion, Marantz, Aiwa, Kenwood, 
Sennheiser. No appts necessary, free install, ser
vice dept. Instant credit up to £1000. Open Man
Sat 9.15-5.30. 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey entry. 

AUDIO T. 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 
1AS. Tel (01256) 24311, Fx (01256) 24430. Great 
hi-fi from Arcam, Denon, Unn, Meridian, Mission, 
Naim, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many more. 9.30-
5.30 Man-Sat. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on 

hi-fi. Free delivery & install. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 
Interest Free Credit on selected items. Listening 
room. Home Cinema specialists. Free membership 

of Club Audio T BADA bonded. lilm.1 

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD .  2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (0703) 

252827/265232. 3 hi-fi  and 2 home 

cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios. Thurs 

late eve, closed Mon (except in Dec). 2-year guar

antee, service dept on site, large free car park, 

junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27), 12(M3), 13(M3) all 

within 3 miles. Est 1969 lilmJ 
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (0705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema 
and multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam. 
Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, 

Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, 
Quad. Rega, REL, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, 
Sony,Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open 

Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, 

credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 

Southern Dealer. 1i1mJ 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO. 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODG. (0432) 355081. Arcam, Audion, Audio 

Technica, Chord. Cyrus Centre, Denon, Exposure, 
Heybrook, JPW, KAR, KEF Reference, Marantz, 
Michi, Micromega, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Moth, 
NAD, Nakamichi, Orelle, Pink Triangle, Rogers, 
Rote!, Ruark, SME, Stax, Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, 

Yamaha and others. Single Speaker Dem room. 

Home trial. Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, 

Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat 1 Oam-6pm. 

lilmJ 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD. 1 01 St Albans Rd, Watford, 

Herts. (0923) 245250. Fax (0923) 230798 Adcom, 

AMC, Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, 
Base, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Denon, KEF. 
Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, 

Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, Professional Moitor, 
Roksan, SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Tannoy, 

T heta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms. 

Purpose built AV studio. Credit available, 1 00 yards 

from Watford Junction station. Open Tues-Sat 10-

6 00. lilmJ 
AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St. Bishops Stortford, 

Herts CM23 2DW (0279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 

open 6 days,9.30-8pm T hursdays. Linn, Nairn, 

Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, 

Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit. 1i1mJ 
HALEY AUDIO LTD, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertford SG13 ?PG. Tel (0992) 442425, lax 

(0992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in 
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with coffee 
or something from the bar. Demonstrations include 

Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound with the 

guaranteed deepest, tightest bass available. 

Choose your hi-fi (top valves and MOSFETS), LD, 

CDi etc in a realistic domestic environment. Brands 

include; REL, AC Magnum, CR Devs, Rote!, 

Celestion, Micromega, Lumley Reference, Acoustic 

Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic Link, Harmon, etc. We 

deliver anywhere in the UK for home audition, or 
mail order, Access, Visa etc. 

ST UDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd. 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (0582) 764246, Fax 
(0582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, AVI, 
Bang & Olufsen, Blaupunkt, Bose, B&W, Castle, 

Chord Co, Denon, Epos, Harbeth, Marantz, 
Mission, NAD, Nairn Audio, Nakamichi, Panason1c, 

QED, Quad, Roberts Radio. Quiet single speaker 
dem room. Appts nee. Home trial, free install. 

Service Dept. Visa, Access & finance terms. Open 

9-5.30pm (Man-Sat). lilmJ 

HUMBERSIDE 
ZEN AUDIO FIDELITY George St, Hull. Tel 0482 
587397 - Evening (0964) 670849. Audiolab, Audio 
Innovations, Aura, B&W, Cabletalk, DPA, Heybrook, 
JPW, KAR, Micromega, Michell, Harmon Kardon, 
Impulse, Ruark, Totel, Sugden, Comfortable 
Listening Room, Home Trial facilities, free installa

tions - personal, friendly service. 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI. 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female any 
age, to share common interest in, musical Pro

aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home Cinema. 
Attractive unusual equipment in unusual setting, 
your place or ours, we guarantee lasting plea-

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

sure Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service or just 
pop in. Tel: 0233 624441 lilmJ 
J OH N  MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station 
Rd, West Canterbury. (0227) 769329. Also at 
Dover - (0304) 207562. Arcam, Aura, B&W, 

Heybrook, JPW, NAD, Pro-Ac, Pioneer, Rotel, 
Ruark, Tannoy, T DL, Technics. Dem and home 
trail facilities. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 closed Thurs. Free 

install. Credit to £1 ,000. Access, Visa, Credit 

charge. Service dept. 
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, 

Kent. (081) 304 3272. Pioneer, Technics, 

Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, 

Wharfedale, B&W. Separate dem room, no appt 
nee. Free installation. Service Dept. Instant credit 
facilities. 9.30-5.30. No early closing. 
v J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (0303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, 

Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, 
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free local 
install. No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, 

Diners, Visa, Access, lnt free credit, Instant credit. 

Man-Sat 9-6. 1i1mJ 

V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. (0843) 226977. 
For full details see our above entry. lilmJ 

LANCASHIRE 
HELEN KOCZUR, 161 Yorkshire Street, Rochdale, 
Lancashire. (0706) 42107. Harman Kardon, Quad. 
Revox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy - including Definition 
Range - B&W, KEF, Castle, Canon, Bose, Nakamichi, 
Grundig large screen TVs. Two demo rooms, service 
dept, home installations and free delivery. Man-Sat 
9-5.30 Closed Tuesdays. Visa, Access, Credit facili

ties. 

NORMAN AUDIO, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lanes PR1 
2EE. Tel (0772) 253057. Fx (0772) 562731. 

Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab,arcam, Mission, 

Cyrus, B&W, KEF. Send for catalogue. Home cinema 

demo room. No appointment nee, home trial facili

ties, free installation. Instant credit subject to status. 
Open 9.30-5.30, late night Wed till Spm. lilmJ 
NORMAN AUDIO, also at 216 Church Street, 
Blackpool, Tel (0253) 295661, Fx (0253) 295722. 
lilmJ 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO. 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0533) 539753. 

Fax (0533) 626097. Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 

Marantz, Micromega, Mission/Gyrus, Musical 
Fidelity, Nakamichi. Exposure, Rogers, Roksan, 

"and oodles more". 2 Dem rooms, home trial 
arranged, free install, service dept, Credit facili

liexs, Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 6 days 9.30-
5.30. lilmJ 
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0533) 
623754 (Fax) 0533 623758. Linn, Arcam, Royd, 

Heybrook, Creek, Neat, Mission, Gyrus, Audiolab, 
Quad, Denon, etc. 2 Dem Rooms. lllmJ 
SOUND ADVICE, T h e  Factory, Duke St, 

Loughborough LE11 1 EO. (0509) 218254. 

Shahinian, Rega, Nairn, Linn, Royd, Yamaha, 

Rote!, Arcam, Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstration 

areas, no appts necessary, free installation, service 

department. Lombard credit charge, Access, Visa. 
Mon-Fri 9.30-6 00, Sat 9.30-5.30. 

STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel 0533 530330 Aiwa, AR , Denon, Kenwood, 

Jamo, Mission, NAD, Phillips, Pioneer, Rotel, AN 

Speciality. Free Install Open 9.30 - 5.30 6 days. 
Credit available. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMF O R D  HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion 
Square, Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. (0780) 62128. 

Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, Rote!, 
NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all major 
speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator 
demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange Hi-Fi 
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary, 
home trial facilities, free installation, service 
department. Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, 

finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
T hursdays. 
SUPERFI, 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG. 

(0522) 520265. See main entry under 
Nottinghamshire for full details 

LONDON 
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1SQ. (0171) 794-7848, Fx (0171) 
431-7848. Great hHi from Arcam, Denon, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Rote!, Technics, Yamaha 
& many more. Mon-Sat 10-6. Trained staff.

' 
3 year 

guarantee on hi-li. Free delivery & installation. 30 

day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. 
Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. Listening room. Home Cinema specialists. 
Free membership of Club Audio T. BADA bonded. 

lilmJ 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road, 
Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 081-318 
5755/081-318 1321 Arcam, Denon, Marantz, 
Linn, Mission, Cyrus, Nairn, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept, home trial facilities, 

lnt. free credit, instant credit. Access, Visa. Open 
Man-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. 
lilmJ 
CORN FLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street Oust off 
Tottenham Court Road), London W1. Tel 071-631 
0472 (all enquiries), Fax 071-436 7165. Open 
Tues-Sat 1 0-7pm Rega, Roksan, Nairn, Monitor 

Audio, Arcam, Nakamichi, ATC. AVI, Rotel, Epos, 
Meridian and Linn. 3 dem rooms (incl home cine
ma). Friendly professional service. Home trial facili
ties. Appointments preferred, full delivery and 
repair service, multiroom specialists. Access, Visa 
and Amex. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North 

Rd, London N1. 071-226 5500. Winner Sony/HFN 
Greater London Dealer Award 1986/89/90. "One of 
the 5 best hi-li shops in the world". Arcam, Linn, 
Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. Systems from £500. 
FREE PARKING, 4 dem rooms, service dept, open 
Tues-Sat RING FOR APPOINT lilmJ 
HI·FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1 EH. Tel: 071 2231 110. Denon, 
Harman Kardon,Tannoy, Kenwood, Rotel, NAD, 

Wharfedale, Dual, Shure, Ortofon, Celestion, etc. 
Appts nee, Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, 

Amex, Open 10-6 Closed Wed. 

HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Line 071-

580 3535 24 hour, lax 071-436 4733. Agencies 

include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Heybrook, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening 
rooms, 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and sim

ple installation (M25 periphery). home cinema spe
cialist. lilmJ 
INFIDELITY 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston

upon-Thames (081) 943 3530. For full details see 
entry under SURREY. lilmJ 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London, 

W1 M 7LH. (071) 486 8262/63. Fax (071) 487 
3452. Most established brands stocked. Two Hi-Fi 

and one Home Cinema de m' studios Appts nee 
Home trial. Free installation. Service dept. Major 
credit cards. Interest free crdeit usually available -
ask for details. Man-Sat 1 0-6pm (Late night Thurs 

till 7pm) 
K RAF T 1 Montpelier Street, Klllghtsbridge, 

London SW? 1 EX. Tel: 071-581 8877 Fax: 071-

581 9292. Absolutely fabulous hi-li for absolutely 

fabulo
'
us people. Acoustic Energy, Denon, Linn hi

li, Linn Knekt systems, Mark Levinson, Martin 

Logan, Nakamichi, Proceed, Sennheiser 'Orpheus', 
Terzani lighting, Wilson Audio. Multi-room and 
home theatre specialists. Custom furniture. Man
Sat 10 lill 7. All major cards, finance facilities. 
M USICAL IMAGES LTD , 173 Station Road, 

Edgware 081-952 5535, fax 081-951 5864 & 45 
High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex. 081-569 5802, 
lax 081-569 6353. See under Middlesex for fur
ther information. Main authorised dealers for over 
1 00 manufacturers. 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel 071-924 2040/3665. Juicy 

fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-li/home 
cmema retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just 
pop in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient ser
vice, free home installation, credit cards, plus . 
all the very best lrom: Arcam, Chord Co, Meridian, 
Mission, NAD, Nairn, Roksan, Royd with more 
to come. The innovative AudioNisual retailer. 
SON ET L UMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd, 
London W1 P 9PA (next to Goodge St Underground 
station. Tel 071 580 9059. Superb demonstrations 
rooms (appointment preferred and home demon
strations. B&O, Linn. Nairn, Rega, Micromega, 
Amex, Diners, Access, Visa. Credit faciilities avail

able - details on request. 
SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London 
W2 1 OX. (071) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W, 
Kenwood, Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon, Monitor 
Audio, Marantz, NVA, Sony ES , Yamaha. Appts 
preferred. Installations available. Access, Visa, 
Standard credit facilities. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30. 



STUDIO 99, 79-S1 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. 071-624 SS55, Fax 071-624 5315. 
Nairn, Meridian, Quad, Mission/Gyrus, Rega, KEF, 
Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, Nakamichi, 
NAD, Sonus Faber, 8&0 etc. Single speaker dem 
room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service dept. 
Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 Mon-Fri, 
1 0-6 Sat 1!1.'1!11 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater, 
London (Off Queensway) W2 4AH 071 229 2077 
Open Tues-Sat 10.30-6.30. UXBRIDGE AUDIO -
CHISWICK, 109 Chiswick High Road, Chiswick, W4 
2ED (OS1) 742 3444 Fax (0S1) 742 3295. 2 
Demo Rooms, Installations, 2 Year Guarantee, 7 
day exchange. Major credit cards, Tues - Sat 10 -
6, See Middlesex entry for brands stocked. 
1!1.'1!11 
ZEBRA, 1S-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. OS1 6SS 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, KEF 
Reference, Lexicon, Meridian, Micromega, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, and 
large range of AV equipment S2 Air Conditioned 
Demo Rooms. in a more casual environment 
Service department The UK's leading home cine
ma centre. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00. Access, Visa, 
Switch & instant credit up to £1000 subject to sta
tus. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill, Manchester 
M4 1 EY Tel 061 834 6700. Technics, Kenwood, 
Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, Mission, B&W, 
Wharfedale, JBL, T horens, Panasonic, etc. T V  
video, surround sound, AV systems, service dept, 
free delivery. Access, Visa, Switch finance. Men
Sat 9-5.30. 
THE AUDIO COUNSEL. 12 Shaw Road, Oldham, 
Manchester OL1 3LQ. (061) 633 2602. Linn, 
Yamaha, Rega, Rotel, Arcam, Micromega, EPOS, 
Creek, Nakamichi, Denon. 2 dem rooms. Free 
install. Visa, Access, Licenced credit brokers up to 
£1000 instant credit 10.00-5.30 Tues. Weds, Sat; 
1 0.00-7 Thurs& Fri. Closed Mon. 1!1.'1!11 
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-S St Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (0625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy, 
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 2 dem 
rooms. No pressure! 1!1.'1!11 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
(01S1) 367-3132, (01S1) 367-1,63S. Great hi-fi 
from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, 
Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many more. Mon-Sat 
10-6. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-li. Free 
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. Listening room. Home 
Cinema specialists. Free membership of Club Audio 
l BACA bcnded. 1!1.'1!11 
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, Harrow. (081) 
S63 093S. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, Audiolab, 
Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, Musical 
Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy, Thorens, 
Yamaha. etc. 1!1.'1!11 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD. 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. (OS1) 569 5S02. FAX 
(OS1 ) 569 6353. Authorised dealer for over 1 00 
brands. Interest free credit, anywhere in the UK, sub
ject to status. Demo rooms including big screen TVs. 
Repairs and service. Open all week including 
Sundays. Home cinema specialist Mail order wo�d 
wide. Part exch. Musical images club. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HAS 7JX Tel: OS1-952 5535. Fax: OS1-
951 5S64. 
RIVERSIDE HI-R LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel (081) 892 
7613. Fax (OS1) S92 7749. A R ,  Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Castle, Dual, Denon, KEF, Luxman, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, Micromega, Marantz, 
Nakamichi, Rotel, Spender, Systemdek, Tannoy, 
Yamaha. One demo room, in-car demo for car hi-fi 
systems. Appts not always necessary. Home trial 
facilities. Free installation, service dept. Lombard 
Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Club. Mon-Sat 
9.30-6, Thurs. Fri 9.30-7. 1!1.'1!11 

MERSEYSIDE 
WA BRADY & SON, 401 Smithdown Rd, Liverpool 

DEALER 
Directory 

L15 3JJ. (051) 733 6S59. 'Largest choice of spe
cialist Hi-Fi in NW £1 00-£20K'. All credit cards. 3 
dem rooms. Closed Monday. 1!1.'1!11 
PE TERS Hl·fl 11 Werburgh Sq, Grange 
Precinct, Birkenhead. G51-647 5626. 9-5.30 
closed Thurs. See Cheshire entry for full details. 
PE TERS HI·FI, 11 St Werburgh Squ, 
Birkenhead. Also at 8 High Str, Bromborough. 
051-334 1874/2825. Open 9-5.30 6 days a 
week. See Cheshire entry for details. 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. 021-354 2311. 
Audio Innovations, aura, B&O, B&W, Castle, 
Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, 
Harman Kardon, QED. Single speaker demo, appts 
preferred, service available, installations, 8&0 link 
install, home trials. Access, Visa, interest free 
credit available subject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 
days. 1!1.'1!11 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon 
Street, Coventry CUt 3BB. (0203) 525200.FAX 
0203 631403. Audiolab, Arcam, Bang & Olufson, 
Mission-Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Meridian, 
Nakamichi, NAD, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Yamaha. 3 
floors, 3 demonstration rooms, nice staff, nice cof
fee. Appts nee, service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities. All credit facilities available. Mon-Sat 
9.30-5.30. Wed til 8pm. 1!1.'1!11 
GRIFFIN AUDIO LTD, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
(021) 692 1359/(021) 622 2230. Arcam,Castle, 
Denon, Linn, Marantz, Nairn, Quad, Shahinians, 
Rega, Rotel. Open Tues-Sat 10-6. 1!1.'1!11 
MUSIC MATIERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 SDL. (021) 429 2S11. Rote I, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, Mission/Gyrus, 
Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 sin
gle speaker luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 
Access, Visa, instant credit up to £1000, interest 
free credit available. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-
S, Sat 1 0-6. Branches also at: 93-95 Hobs Moat 
Road, Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 021·742 
0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, W 
Midlands D1S 1 T S .  
(03S4) 4441S4. li1i1i1io1 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel 
(0379) 7 40227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art 
Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI, 
DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
SME, Tube Technology. Full demonstration facilities 
including evenings. Appts required, free installa
tion, home trial facilities. Open Mon-Fri 12-9pm, 
Sat 9-5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Rd, South 
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 ODL. Tel: 0502 582S53. 
For full details see our main entry under Suffolk. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHE. (050S) 570S29. 
Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Micromega, Nairn, Denon, 
Spender, Audiolab, Sound Organisation, Epos, 
Rotel, Royd, Heybrook, TDL, Nakamichi, etc. 2 
comprehensive dem rooms. Home trial. Free 
installation. Visa, Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat 
9.30-1' 2-5.30. 1!1.'1!11 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AUDIO CRAFT 23·25 Derngate, Northampton, 
NN1 1TY. Tel: 0604 36291. Bang & Oulfsen, 
Kenwood, Technics, Marantz, Celestion, Mordaunt
Short. No appts nee, Free Install, Service Dept. 
Open Mon-Sat 9-5 30pm 
CLASSIC HI·FI +VID EO, School\ane, 
Kettering, Northants. (0536) 310855. Aura, B&W, 
Heybrook, Rote!, Yamaha, Onix, Onkyo, LSD, Nad, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, Sugden, 
Rogers, Metaxas Audio and rnany rnore. Home 
trial, free instal., service dept. Access, Visa, credit 
facs. 9.30-5 30pm. 
LIST EN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton. 
(0604)37871 (Fax) (0604) 601430 . Linn, Nairn, 
Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Neat , Creek, Quad, Denon etc. 2 Dern 
Rooms 1!1.'1!11 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
CHANTRY AUDIO, 16-18a Eldon Street, 
Tuxford, Nr Newark, Notts NG22 OLH. (0777) 
S70372. Pink Triangle, DPA, Rotei/Michi, 
Micromega, NVA, Absolute Sounds, Alema, CR 
Developments, Michell, Lumley, Ruark, SME and 
much morel 3 dem rooms. Home trial, free instal
lation, service dept. Access, Visa & credit facilities 
and mail order. Mon-Sat 9:30-6pm Sun by appt 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO, (0602) 813562. For a care
fully considered approach to building a true hi-fideli
ty audio system with components derived from the 
following manufacturers; Audio Innovations, Snell, 
Wadia, Micromega, Deltec, Voyd, Systemdek, SME, 
Revox, Ortofon, Pioneer. Demos by appt Please 
phone for further details. Install free of charge. Men
Sat 10-7, closed Wed am. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0602) 786919. Over 25 years 
experience, superb demo rooms, extensive range, 
free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 1!1.'1!11 
WOLLATON AUDIO, 134 Parkside, Wollaton, 
Notts NG8 2NP. Tei/Fax (0602) 284147. Audio 
Valve amplifiers, Clements loudspeakers, Maplenoll 
turntables, Monarchy digital, XLO cables. 
Demonstrations by appointment. Home trial facili
ties. Call us for details. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, 
Wallingford. (0491) S39305. Aura, B&W, JPW, 
Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, TDL, Tannoy. 
Home trial, free installation. Service dept. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, 
Sat 9-5. Records & COs stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Str, Headington, Oxford OX3 
9HS. (01865) 65961, Fx (01S1) 60415. Great hi-fi 
from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Meridian, Mission, 
Nairn, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many more. 
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 
year guarantee on hi-li. Free delivery & installation. 
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstra
tions. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on 
selected items. Listening room. Home Cinema 
specialists. Free membership of Club Audio T. 
BADA bonded. 1!1.'1!11 
OVERTLRE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 
8LR. (0295) 272158. Arcam, Heybrook, Mission, 
Quad, Denon, Linn Products, Nairn Audio, Epos, 
Meridian, Nakamichi. For sensible unbiased adi
vce, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb demo 
facilities. No appts nee, service dept, free install, 
home trial. AccessNisa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 
1 0-6, Sat 9.30-5 30 1!1.'1!11 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, Park 
End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. (OS65) 790S79 lax 
(OS65) 791665. NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Audio 
Research, Proceed.2 Demo rooms. Service Dept, 
Home trial and free installation. Instant credit, 
Access, Amex, Visa. 1 0-6 Men-Sat 1!1.'1!11 
RADFORDS , 6 South Parade, Summertown, 
Oxford, OX2 7JR. Tel OS65 511241. Visit us for 
the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, Access, 
Visa, Amex. Open 9,.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. 1!1.'1!11 
W ESTWOOD AN D MASON, 46 George St, 
Oxford. Tel: (OS65) 2477S3. Aura, Arcam, Denon, 
Epos, Royd, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio, 
Nakamichi, Nairn, Quad, Rotel, Rega, Tannoy, Teac. 
Open 1 0-5pm. Dem room. Closed Thur. 

SHROPSHIRE 
AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY1 1 QJ. (07 43) 355166. NAD, Quad, 
B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Bose, Nakamichi, Onkyo. 
Dem room. Home trial. Free install. Service dept. 
Access, Visa. £1000 instant credit. M on, lues, 
Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30. 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury 
(0743) 241924. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Kef, Meridian, Mission, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Tripod. Dem 
room. Home trial and free installation. One of the 
best ranges of quality hi-fi outside London. Credit 
to £1000, instant low-cost finance to £15;000, 
Amex, Access, Visa, Switch. Specialist service 
dept. Tues-Sat 9 30-5.30. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. (0935) 79361, Fax 
(0935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. Nairn, 
Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC, AVI, NAD, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. Dedicated listening 
lounge, for relaxed and unpressured demonstrations. 
Appts not usually nee. but best to phone first. Home 
trial facilities on request, free installation, service 
department. Instant credit, Access & Visa, etc.9-
5.30 closed Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-FI LTD. 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (01283) 33655. 
Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, Castle, Denon, 
JPW, Marantz, Moth, Pink Triangle, Rotel, Rogers, 
Systemdek, SME, Tannoy, T DL, Yamaha. Home 
cinema and hi-li demo rooms, appts nee on Sat, 
Free Install. Service dept Access, Visa, interest 
free credit available, subject to status. 9.00-
5.30pm.Ciosed for lunch 12.00-12.30. lili1ili1 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk
see main entry under Norfolk. 
AUDIO IMAGES, ?All Saints Rd, Pakefield, 
South Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 6JL. Tei/Fax: 0502 
582S53. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, 
Moth, JPW, Finlux, Audio Innovations, plus the 
amazing Rothwell range. Separate demo room, no 
appts nec.10-6.30 Tue-Thur, ?pm Fri, 6pm Sat. 
BASICALLY SOUND, T he Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (050S) 570S29. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. 1!1.'1!11 
B URY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury St 
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1 RG. Tel (0284) 724337. 
Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD, Marantz, Meridian, 
Monitor Audio, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Orelle, 
Pink Triangle, Proac, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Target, 
van den Hul, etc. Single Speaker Room. No 
appointments necessary. Home trial fac. Free 
Installation. Access, Visa, Switch. 9.30-6pm Men
Sat. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. (0473) 
217217.Established nearly 20 years. Easy parking, 
dem room. Mon-Sat 9.30-6. Quad, Arcam, 
Marantz, Meridian, Denon, Nakamichi, Audiolab, 
Technics, NAD, TDL, Celestion, Mission and B&W 

llli'llll 
FENWAY 71 The Rookery Centre, Newmarket Tel 
(0638) 663166. Contact Mark Pearson For Bose, 
Pioneer, QED, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, 
equipment and accessories. Demonstration facility. 
In house service department Ring or come in and 
see a family run firm. Please see entry under 
Cambrigeshire. 'Free installation by experts'�. 

SURREY 
AUDIO SOUTH, 24 (The Woolmead) East Str, 
Farnham, Surrey GU9 7TI. (0252) 714555. Audio 
Note, Deltec, JPW, Marantz, Rotel, Teac, etc. AV 
specialist. Dem room and evening appointments 
available. Home trial facilities. Free installation. 
Access, Visa. 10.30-6 Mon-Sat. 
I N FID E LI TY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon T hames, Surrey. Tel :  (OS1) 943 
3530. Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, 
Nairn Audio, Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, 
TEAC. Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, 
free installation, service dept. Major credit cards. 
Closed Mon, Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6. 
PJ HI-FI - the Hi-Fi Shop, 3 Bridge St, Guildford, 
Surrey GU1 4RY. (04S3) 504801/304756. 9-6 
Mon-Sat. Linn, Meridian, Arcam, Quad, Revox, 
Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, Yamaha, Deltec, 
Rega, Audiolab,Mission/Cyrus. liflillil 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI . 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (081) 892 7613. Fax: 
(OS1) S92 7749. See main entry under Middlesex. 
1!1.'1!11 
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. (04S3) 61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, JPW, 
Marantz, Micromega, Rogers, T EAC, Pioneer, 
Systemdek, Tannoy. Demonstration facilities avail
able, no appointment necessary. Free installation. 
Service department Access/Visa. Instant credit up 
to £1 ,000 subject to status. Monday-Saturday 
9.30-6pm, later by appointment. 



SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd, 

Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 081-654 1231/2040. 

Linn Naim, Quad, Meridian, Audiolab, Mission, 

Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem 

rooms including AV room. Service dept. free install, 

home trial facillttes, appointments advisable. 

Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free credit, instant 

credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed Wed. 

Service dept. mml 
S URBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, 

Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey. (081) 546 5549. 

Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, Mordaunt

Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, Tannoy. Demo 

facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-5.00 Mon-Sat. 

Service dept. 

ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 

CR2 6AA. 081 688 2093. See main entry under 

London. 

SUSSEX (EASn 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 

4JE. (0273) 609431. Hi-li, home cinema and 

multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam, 

Beyer, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kinshaw, Lexicon, 

Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Polk, 

Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, 

Shahinian, Sony, Top Tape. 2 dem rooms. Open 

Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, 

credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 

Southern Dealer. mml 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 

Eastbourne BN21 1 SD. (0323) 31336, Fax (0323) 

416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-room 

specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, 

Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, 

Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Polk, REL, Rotel, Royd, 

Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two 

demonstration rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late mght 

Wed. Free parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 

Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer. mml 
T HE POWERPLANT 66 Upper North Street, 

Brighton BN1 3FL. (0273) 775978. Cyrus, 

Roksan, Micromega,  Epos,  Rega, Arcam, 

Audiolab, AT C, T heil, Rote ! ,  Audionote etc. 

Single speaker demonstration room, home trial 

available, no appts required, service dept, free 

installation.Access, Amex, Visa, Interest free 

credit, instant credit. Tue-Sat 1 0-6pm mml 

SUSSEX (WEsn 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 

West Sussex RH19 3AS. (0342) 314569. Arcam, 

Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Naim, Rotel, 

Mission, Sony. Comfortable listening room. 

Installation and service dept. Access, Visa and 

credit facilities. 9:30-6:00 Mon-Sat, late Tue. 

mm� 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 

Becket Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. 

(0903) 2 64141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free 

local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, 

Denon, Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, Teac, Technics, 

T horens, and many more in 4 Dem Rooms. 

Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. Service Dept., 

Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa, 

instant credit to £1 000 subject to status. 

CHICHESTER HI Fl, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, W 
Sussex P019 1 SJ. Tel: (0243) 776402. Linn, 

Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon, 

Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed Mon). 

mm� 

TYNE & WEAR 
RED RADIO SHOP AND HI-FI CENTRE, 11 

Olive Street (Off Park Lane), Sunderland, Tyne & 

Wear SR1 3PE. 091-567 2087. Castle, Denon, 

JVC, Kenwood, Mordaunt-Short, Michell, Pioneer, 

Teac, Tannoy, TDL. TV, video. stylii, cartridges, 

components, accessories, portables etc. 

Audio/visual dem room with cinema sound. On site 

repair servtce, interest free credit.  

9am-5 30pm daily. 

WARWICKSHIRE 
FRANK fWlVEY HlR, 163 Span Street, Coventry, 
Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel  0203 525200. 

Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, Marantz, 

Rote!, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, KEF. Open 9:30-
5:30 closed Thursday. mmJ 
HOUSE OF MUSIC, 44 Park Street, Leamington 

Spa, Warwickshire CV32 40N. (0926) 881500. 

Linn, B&O, Meridian, Mission, Celestion, Arcam, 

Rotel, Sony Esprit, Denon, Aura. Two separate 

rooms. No appts required, service dept. free 

install, home trial. Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, lnt 

free credit, instant credit. Open 9.30-5.30 6 days. 

mm� 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent Str, Rugby. (0788) 

540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, Meridian, 

Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rote!, Ruark, 

Rote!, Heybrook IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE, BE SEEN 

WITH US. appts required, no service dept, free 

install, home trial facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, 

Diners, Instant credit. Open 9-5.30pm Mon-Sat. 

mm� 

WILTSHIRE 
T H E  AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, 

Swindon, Wiltshtre SN1 50P. (0793) 539008. 

Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin Vega, 

CR Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, Micromega, 

Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. AV and single 

speaker demo room. Home trial facilities, free 

installation, service dept. 1 0-6 Mon-Sat. 

AUDIO T 60 Fleet St, Swindon, SN1 1 RA. (01793) 

538222, Fax (01793) 487260. Great hi-fi from 

Arcam, Denon, Linn, Meridian, Mission, Naim, 

Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many more. Man-Sat 

9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on hi-fi. 

Free delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 

scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 

Interest Free Credit on selected items. Listening 

room. Home Cinema specialists. Free membership 

of Club Audio T. BADA bonded. mml 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
COLORAMA HI-Fl, 27 Kingfisher Walk, 

Kingfisher Centre, Redditch, Wares B97 4EY. 

(0527) 597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, 

Denon, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full Pro

Logic products. In-store integrated dem facilities. 

No appts required, service dept. Access, 

Visa.Open 9-5.30, closed Thur. 

SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 

Worcestershire. Tel: (0527) 872460. B&W, Denon, 

Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, Pioneer, 

Rote!, Sony, Tannoy and more. Comfortable listen

ing lounge for hi-fi and AV equipment. Free instal

lation. Access & Visa, 

interest free credit. 

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley 

Road, Worcester WR3 ?HA. (0905) 58046. 

Audiolab, Arcam, Naim Audio, Rega, Kef, Roksan, 

Epos, Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute Sounds and lots 

more. 4 demo rooms for budget & high-end audio. 

Dedicated DSP room. Appointments required. Free 

install, service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, 

Switch. Chartered Trust. Man-Sat 9.00-5.30 late 

evenings by appt. 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, Harrogate, 

N Yorks. (0423) 504274. Alchemist, Albarry, 

Ruark, Cabasse, Tannoy, Lumley Reference, Orelle, 

Celestion, NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, Yamaha. Single 

speaker dems, home cinema dems. Appts 

required, service dept, free install, home trial. 

Access. Amex, Visa. lnt free credit, instant credit. 

Open 1 0-6pm closed Mon. mml 
SCARBOROUGH HI-FI CENT RE, 14 Northway, 

Scarborough, N. Yorks Y011 1JL. (0723) 374547. 

Alchemist. Lumley Reference, Nad, Rotel, Onkyo, 

Mission, Celestion, Orelle, Marantz, Tannoy, Ruark. 

Dem room, home dems. Appts required, service 

depart, free install, home trial. Access Visa lnt free 

Credit, Am ex, Diners. Open 10-6 Mon to Sat. 

mm� 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 

Y03 ?EO. Tel: (0904) 627108. Closed Mondays. 

Linn, Naim, Rega, Creek, Meridian, Arcam, Denon, 

Royd, Rote! and other well chosen makes. "You can't 

go wrong -we wouldn't let you". mml 
VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (0904) 

629659. Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz. 

Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad, Systemdek, 

Tannoy, Technics, & lots more. 3 demonstration 

studios (2 by appointment) superb showrooms, 2 

year guarantee on all hi-fi products. Appts as 

above, home trial facilities, free installation, service 

department. Qualified and experienced staff, over 
25 years experience .1 2 months interest free cred

it. 1 0 30-5.30 Mon-Sat. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 

85A. (0302) 781387. TDL, Sugden, Proac, Ruark, 

Teac, lmpluse, Systemdek, Alphason, Target, 

Albarry, Heybrook, Monitor Audio, JPW, Totem, 

Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell  

Engineering, AMC (CD & Valves), CR 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Developments (Valves), Art Audio (Valves), REL 

Acoustics, Projects Origin Live, Dual, Yamaha. 

Home cinema Pro-Logic demonstrations, listening 

room, dems. home trial, free delivery and install, 2 

year guarantee. Access, Visa. 10-8pm Mon-Fri, 

1 0-6 Sat. Phone for further info & FREE fact pack. 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUSE) LTD, 5 Bethel 

Street, Brighouse, W Yorks HD6 1JR. (1 mile from 

junction 25, M62) (0484) 713996. Yorkshire's 

experts for the entire range of Technics hi-fi sepa

rates and systems, Panasonic Nicam TV, satellite, 

audio, VCRs and camcorders, Philips widescreen 

TV, CDi and Laserdisc players and Yamaha cinema 

OSP separates. Also, Castle Acoustics, Mordaunt

Short, Base, TDL, Cerwin Vega and Aiwa hi-fi sepa

rates. Hi-fi, home cinema and Dolby Prologic sur

round sound systems on conttnuous demonstration. 

Free specialist advice and expert installation. In 

store service dept. Access, Visa, Credit charge. 

Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 

ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgates, Otley, Leeds, LS21 

1 AA. (0943) 467689. Naim, Mission Gyrus, 

Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL, Micromega, 

Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. Home Cinema, 

dem rooms, in! free credit, Visa, Access. Open 

Tues-Sat 9-6pm . mml 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross 

Church SI, Huddersfield. (0484) 544668. B&W, 

Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical 

Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, etc. 

Dem facilties - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-

5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, 

credit facilities. Access, Visa. 

IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 

1 OE. (0924) 200272. Area m, Linn, Meridian, 

Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms 

Free Parking, Dell & Instal Mon-Sat 9:30 5:30 pm 

mm� 
IMAGE HI-F' 8-10 SI Annes Road, Headingley, 

Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening 

Rooms. Free Dem & Instal.  Open 

Mon-Sat 9:30 - 6:00pm mml 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 

(0232) 381296, Fax (0232) 661115. Linn, Naim, 

Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rote!, Royd, Epos, 

Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free delivery and installa

tion, service dept. 3 single speaker demo rooms, 

interest free credit available. Open Mon-Sat 1 0-6, 

Late night Thurs. closed all day Wednesday. 

ZEUS AUDIO, 2-4 Grt Victona Sir, Belfast BT2 7BA. 

(0232) 332522. Audio Innovations, Pink Triangle, 

Roksan, Marantz, Tannoy, Rote!, Micromega, 

Meridian, Mission Gyrus etc. Open Mon-Sat 

10.00-5.30. Late night Thursday. 

COUNTY DOWN 
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping 

Centre, Kings Road. Belfast. Tel 0232 402220. 

Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, Samsung, 

Toshiba, Panasonic, and many more. Demos 

available, Open Mon-Fir 10-8pm Sat 10-5pm 

SCOTLAND 

ABERDEEN 
HOLBURN HI-FI, 441 Holburn SI, Aberdeen AB1 

6DU. Tel: (0224) 585713/572729, Fax: (0224) 

584194. Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Gyrus, Oenon, 

Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, NAD, 

Pioneer, Quad, Rega, Rote!, Royd, Tannoy, TDL, 

Technics, Yamaha etc. Separate demo room, instal

lation service, AV systems stocked, easy parking, 

established 21 years, Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30pm, late 

night Thurs till 8pm. Access, Amex, Visa, Switch 

accepted. Full service facilities available. mml 

EDINBURGH 
IN Ht-FI. Galloway House, 8-1 0 Bakers Place, Comer 

of St Stephen SI, Stockbridge, Edinburgh EH3 6SY 

031-225 8854. Arcam, Castle, Gyrus, Marantz, 

Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rogers,Sony, Yamaha, and 

other good brands. Full home cinema demonstration 

lounge. 2 hi-fi demo lounges. No appts required. 

service dept, free install, home trial facilities. Access, 

Amex, Visa, instant credit. Open Mon-Sat 9.30-6pm. 

mm� 
MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6 

50G. Tel 031 355 3963. Stockists of Micromega, 

Proac, Audio Innovations, Lumley Reference. Tube 

Technology, DNM, B&W, Systemdek, Nottingham 

Analogue, Nakamichi, Rehdeko, Dalt, Crimson, 

Harmon Kardon. Goldring, Plus DNM Cables. Tiny 

Tubes + Designer Hi-Fi furniture. Mon-Sat 10-

4.30 by appt. Closed Wednesdays. All major credit 

cards accepted. Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for 

Directions, more information & product evenings. 

Car parking available. 

GLASGOW 
STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent Street, 

Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel: 041-248 4079, Fax: (0555) 

820358. All of our products are stocked on the 

basis of how well they perform and not on what 

the reviewers say this month. From individual com

ponents to complete systems. Multiroom and AV. If 

you are confused or would just like good advice. 

Listen to the equipment before deciding. Give Alan 

or tan a call. 3 demonstration rooms. Free installa

tion with deliveries throughout Scotland. lnsterest 

free credit. Mon-Sat 10-6, closed Tues. 

GRAMPIAN 
HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove, 

Aberdeen, AB1 6TD. Tel 0224 322520. Aiwa, 

Audio Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity, 

Musical Fidelity, Rote!, Roksan, TDL. 2 large single 

speaker dem rooms. Appts necessary after 

6 OOpm Home trial facilities, Free Installation, 

Service Department. Various offers. 3 Yr guaran

tee. Open 1 0-6 OOpm 6 days 

HIGHLANDS 
THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Str, Inverness 

IV 1 DR. Tel: (0463) 225 523. Beyer Dynamic, 

Celestion, Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, 

Mission, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. 

Listening room service dept, free delivery to local 

area, part exch, full range of credit facilities. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barton Sir, Stirling, 

Scotland FK8 1 HF. (0786) 479958. Linn, Mission, 

Gyrus, Marantz, Arcam, TDL, Heybrook, Tannoy, 

Aiwa, Audio Innovations. Dem room. No appts nec

essary, service dept. free installation, home trial. 

Access, Visa, lnt free credit, instant credit. Mon-Sat 

10-5.30, closed Wed. 

TAYSIDE 
J.D. BROWN, 28-36 Castle SI, Dundee DD1 

9NZ. (0382) 26591. Rotel, Denon, Pioneer, 

Technics, Aiwa, Mission. Castle, Mordaunt-Short, 

Monitor Audio, Base, Infinity. All equipment ready 

for demonstration. No appt nee, free installation, 

service dept. Open 9.30-6pm six days a week, 

(close 5pm Sat) 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ACTON GAT E AUDIO , 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 

(0978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Aiwa, 

Arcam, AMC, Base,  B&W, Beard, Canon, 

Celestion, Castle, Gyrus, Jamo, Marantz, Michell, 

Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 

Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rote!, Rogers, Rega, 

Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy, Wharfedale, UKD, Yamaha 

DSP member. Demonstration room, installation 

service. Easy parking and motorway access. 

Access, Visa etc. 

mm� 
SOUTH GLAMORGAN 

AUDIO EXCELLENCE 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
(0222) 228565.Great Hi Fi carefully selected and 

demonstrated by friendly, enthusiasti staff.  
Closed Mon. mmJ 

WEST GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High SI, Swansea. (0792) 

4 7 4608. Great HI-Fi carefully selected and 

demonstrated by friendly, enthusiasti staff. 

Closed Mon. mml 
GWYNEDD 

I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High SI, Bangor 

LL57 1 YA. (0248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha, Tannoy, 

Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel. Demos available, no 

appts nee, home trial facilities, free installation, 

sevrce dept. Access, Visa, Lombard credit charge. 

Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio Visual Specialists. 

PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn 

Avenue, Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (0492) 876788. 

Single speaker dem room. Open 9-5.30. Closed 

Wed. See Cheshire branch for details. 



Reader Classified • 

• £s 
Due to overwhelming demand and limited space we are reintroducing a charge of £5 for each 

three line reader classified advert that we print. The adverts that appear on this page are the 

last ones that will be published for free. If your particular advert is not among this month's 

lists then, unfortunately, you will have to re-send it together with the new payment. 

Cheques should be made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. 

LINN KEILIDH Speakers With granite stands, four months old 
£500 or exchange for Linn? Sobarik plus cash. St Neots m 

(0480) 214629 
DELTEC (DPA) PDM1 SERIES 2 DAC, Musical Fidelity AI Mk I 

Amp, Rodgers LS4A Mk1 speakers. Offers.Croydon 
e 081-686 4632 
KENWOOD 3020 Amp, Smnth old + 3yr ext warranty. boxed 
as new £115. Call jason e Middx. 081 997 8105. 
QUAD ESL loudspeakers newly serviced by Quad (Bronze 
grilles) £395. Shropshire e (0694) 722600. 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP9. vgc, boxed £950. Mission DACS 
unused 200, Linn Sara vgc £300. Warks a 0926 831388. 
AUDIO QUEST big feet made of sorbothane for compact disc 
as new £15. e (0324) 471676. 
TDL STUDIO 0.5 speakers including stands. 1Smths old. mint 
£330. Dorchester W (0305) 268847 after Spm. 
SONY CDP.101. quality player £150 (£549) , Sony St73 tuner 
£42, Yamaha KX630 cassette R/C £150 (£300). Pioneer 
Cf1280WR twin cassette deck £95, PD4700 CD £75. 
Audioquest Topaz IM £30. Colchester e (0206) 861457. 
LINN ACTIVE system. comprising LP12 Lingo lttok Asaka. 
Kairn. Aktiv Kaber Crossover. 3xLK80s. pair Kabers excellent 
condition, boxed, originally cost £8500, will accept £4500 or 
may split. e (0978) 780580. 
IMPULSE H2. vgc, £1450, also 2nd Audios latest spec vgc 
£1600, John Dorking, e (0293) 863070, days. 
MISSION 753s (black) boxed good condition. £550 ono, can 
demonstrate. Hereford a 0432 352492 evenings. 
ARCAM DELTA 150, Nicam tuner, mint. boxed, hardly used. 
receipt. 14 mths warranty. genuine reason for sale £120 ono 
Northants e (0327) 350478 .. 
WANTED AUDIOLAB 8000P amp, must be in excellent cond & 
bOxed. e evenings, Nottingham (0602) 294060. 
WANTED QUAD 66 pramp with remote control in good con· 
dition. Birmingham m 021 622 3361. 
CELESTION SL speaker stands. 60cm height, single pillar, 
spiked, sand filled. £60 ono. Phone Stuart on Tonbridge 
e (0732) 355365. 
NAJM 92/90 costs £890. Accept £590. Naim Nac D3 cost £890, 
accept £590. Nakamichi CR2E. Accept £160. Rega Planar 2 
accept £80. MA 201 cost £290, £210. Slough e (0628) 668915 
MISSION DAD 5 CD player £200, Celestion DL3 11 speakers 
with stands £75 all boxed as new , tel Cris m (0703) 328573. 
SALE NAJM NAP 180, 2 months old, £800, cost £940, Ortofon 
MC200, 80 hours, £90, cost £225, boxed, Newport e (0633) 
222538 evenings. 
PINK TRIANGLE GTI, RB300 arm At-OC10 turntable shelf, 
brass cones £500. Folkestone e (0303) 244626. 
POINEER A300X amplifier, 18 mths old, reason for sale no 
mono mode £130. N. Wales e (0745) 570454. 
BOSE 4.2 speakers (bookshelf) mint condition £125. 
Wallingford (01491) 839497. 
DENON Tape deck DR5810, 4 mths old, mint condition. 
offers around £220. Notts e (0602) 770458. 
MUSICAL FIDELITY (MA65) Class A power amps, preamp 8, 
boxed as new £650 ono. Devon e (0271) 23850. 
WANTED NAIM 82 Hicap 250. Must be new shape and excel· 
lent condition. Fife m (0333) 424642 after 6pm. 
ARCAM DELTA 70.3 CD player, mint condition, £420 boxed, 
Arcam Delta 60 amp, mint condition £170 boxed. Target 
shelf & Isoplat free. Clwyd e (0978) 860332. 
WANTED NAJM HI-CAP, new style, can collect. Sony 
CDPX55ES, mint £290. Tel Steve, Warks. e (0676) 540173. 
MISSION 752 speakers, Rosewood, 1 month old, mint, boxes, 
£325 ono, London e 071 387 7189. 
NAJM 72PRE MC/BOARDS £425. Hi-cap £475. NAP2501 £900. 
Two Sm length HS/AS/Cable/Bi-wired/ £40 AT OC7 £60. 
Cheshire e (061)437 5819. 
ARCAM DELTA 290 amplifier complete with phono board 
£395 boxed as new. Derbyshire e (0773) 824851. 
TDL MONITORS in oiled teak, bi·wireable with TDL stands 
£1195. Pioneer PD75 CD player £495. boxed. York e (0904) 
763157. 
RADFORD MONITOR 90 speakers. excellent condition. boxed 
£245 ono. Notts e (0602) 332143. 
MERIDIAN 203 DAC £250, Ken wood X9010 Transport £250. 
exchange for truntable. Devon Marc m {0392) 422357. 
MAGNEPLANAR MG1.4 boxed as new £400, Musical Fidelity 
A370.2 boxed. mint £800. Norfolk e (0263) 512815. 
NAIM SBL speakers (1000; Magneplanar MGtc panel speakers 
CSOO; both boxed, mint condition. can demonstrate. Reading 
e (07341 843740. 
CIRUS SIGNATIJRE amp, comprises Cirus 2 and PSX. hand 
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upgraded by Mission, extrememy rare · only £400. Bucks 
e (0296) 630986 or 437314. 
SPENDOR BC1s +stands £300, reluctant sale, Streatham 
e 081 674 4981. 
MERIDIAN 602 CD Transport. Meridian 603 control unit and 
DAC with new MSR remote, Meridian M30 Actives £3500. 
Leics e (0530) 814504. 
SILVER SOUNDS 16/4 7 metre stereo pair bi-wired speaker 
cables fully terminated, cost £400, accept £175. Nottingham 
e (0623) 798210. 
MARANTZ PM4 amp £250. Rogers LS4A/2 spks £150. 
Nakamichi IA3 amp £145. Salop e (0948) 667521. 
MAGNEPLANAR M91C slightly marked. hence £550 ono. 
Birmingham a {021) 707 6643. 
AUDIO NOTE KISP speakers (silver·wired) with Huygens K4 
stands. £625 Hounslow a 081 572 2504. 
MISSION DAD5/DAC5 with Isoplats CD player and DacCAs.( 
as new. boxed) £350. SurreyS (0932) 863098. 
ONlZ BWDl tuner with power supply. Call Edward on 
Mar low m (0628) 486100 with serious offers. 
LINN INDEX plus speakers. as new. E100. Sour hall e 081 
843 0012 after 7pm. 
SONUS FABER ELECIA speakers £950 Target R2 stands, one 
month old £150. All items boxed. London e 081 299 0075. 
EL34 PHILIPS ECG Quartet, burn in rested USA, unused. 
£225. j. Milia Ctra. Caste liar, 235 t-2, 08226 Terrassa Spain. 
ALBARRY M408 Monoblocks £325. Albarry DMP1 Dual Mono 
preamp and power supply £325. Musical Fidelity 'Reference 
Four' speakers. Appollo stands £220. AR Legend Turntable 
£85. Grimsby e (0472) 696119. 
MERJDIAN 200 AND 203. boxed as new COs. absolutely mint 
classical and jazz. Wallington W 081 647 4077. 
FOR SALE GALE 401As +stands. Nytech CfA252XD. Nal 102 
Mkll. Lecson AC1/AP3Mkll/Fm tuner. Grace 707(with ring). 
Quad FMl(mono). Hadcock Unipivor. all items mint. offers. 
Lincs. Tel Steve on (0778) 570803 after 6pm. 
WANTED Pair of black Quad Gradient SW 63 sub woofers. 
Must be in mint condition. Headlcy Down m (0428) 712973. 
KEF 105/3 Rosewood as new. boxed re £1500. Kwf 103/4 
unused black £960 ono. Rote I Mic: HIRHQIO £600 ono, Mint. 
Swansea e (0792) 280061. 
RADFORD STA35 Power amp, Woodside SC26 Line pre amp 
(new £2750) bargain £1250. ·polished PAl ring excels' 
Kessler. Herts e (0707) 321878. 
WAD LA Wl1200T & Wadi a AX32DAC under warranty, 1st offer 
above £2.500 secures. Lndn a 071·243 7049 before 3.30pm. 
DENON PMA 720 amp £145. DENON DCD 800CD player 
£125, Tannoy Mercury S speakers £85, Target 16" speaker 
stands £50 ex. Essex e (0708) 475319 
MERIDIAN 200 Transport (new type)+ Meridian 203 (DAC7) 
both mint cond & boxed, £700. May split or swap for Naim 
250 (new style) Bristol e 0272 506723 
SYSTEMDEK 3. black ash. LVX arm £225 ono. NVA power 
amp. 100 WPC £150 ono, boxed mint ADC 26 with old and 
new VDH Stylus Assy's Swop for Decca London. 
W Midlands 021 557 9286 
LP12 (Teak)· Valhalla & Basik arm. Fully serviced £395. 
Target 3 tier stand £40. Aylesbury e (0296) 81136 
LYNX SIGMA pre amp and matching Lynx Theta tuner. good 
condition £350. W. Yorkshire e (0977) 798184 
RUARK SWORDSMAN. good condition. unboxed. £80 ovno. 
Wanted Rega Kyte speakers. Surrey e (0737) 35468 
BOSE 901 mkV1 speakers with EQ and stands. Al condition. 
£900. Suffolk e (0638) 715984 
SYSTEMDEK (Mk1 CIRA M80) with SME IllS arm+ dampel', 
good condition, complete with original instructions. 
reviews. packing. £225 ono. Aylesbury a (0296) 436031 
MUSICAL FIDELITY A100 amp £200, Deltec The Little Bit 
DAC C170. both boxed. Staffs W (0782) 827145 
AUDIOLAB 8000A First Series. vgc. buy this classic only 
£200. Kcttering m (0536) 522553 eves only please. 
LINN KAN 2 speakers, rosewood with Kan 2 stands. C300 
ono. Lines e (0780) 55496. 
AUDIOQUEST Midnight speaker cable, 5 metre pair (£250) 
£125 ono. will throw in 2 sets Michell Gold Sureloc banana 
plugs. Norfolk e (0362) 699500 
ATACA MASE24 speaker stands inc top spikes £40. 
Chesterfield e (0246) 550268 
MICHELL ARGO pre amp. mint £425, Musical Fidelity MASO 
Power amps. mint £425. Middx m 081 568 9573 
MERIDIAN 200/263 CD. Audio lab 800C Mkli preamp. 
Meridian 205 amps. Nakamichi OR2 cassette. Kef 104/2 
speakers, Kube 200, Rote! tuner, Dual turntable. Target 

stands and leads £2995. Essex e 081-502 5634 
NAJM 82 HICAP 250 £3400, Shahinian ARCS (new model) 
£1450. All 1 week old. must sell, 3 years guarantee. Linn 
Sondek Lingo Cirkus Ekos Arkiv, £2500, mint. South Wales 
e (06561 771525 
WANTED APOLLO, Target or similar equipment stand must 
be 5 tier, cash waiting. Dave. Manchester W 061·725 8257 
DENON 1520 remote vol. massive build, £140 (£550) DPA 
PDM1/ll inc cable. £275. others. Tyne & Wear e 091-4144221 
WANTED 10N OBELISK 100 amplifier. Coventry W (0203) 
452852 
TANDBERG TD 20A reel to reel. v good condition. Hubs inc, 
worth a listen £999 ono. Swansea m {0792) 280061 
MISSION 751 speakers. black excellent condition. boxed & 
barely run in, genuine reason for sale £225 ono. Kenilworth 
e (0926) 864556 
AMC 3030 amp valve/transistor hybrd, 18 mths old, excellent 
condition. Sale £280. upgrading. Cambridge a {0223) 290619 
RAY LUMLEY Valve mono-blocks M150. cost (£3900) £1200. 
Grant G60AMS valve mono-blocks . cost (£900) £340. Both as 
new. a Portsmouth 694518 
UNN LP12 SMEll. Good condition £300 ono. Btn·ton on Trent 
e (0283) 812108 
KRELL KSA 150 power amplifier, mint £2,750, Michell 
Gyrodec. RB300. Linn K9 £495, Quad 34 pre 306 power amp 
£400. IMF TLS 50 Transmission Lines £175. Kef 104 Reference 
£150. W. Sussex e (0403) 251587. 
MERIDIAN 2068 DAC7 £550, AV1 S2000MP preamp (+remote) 
£375. Rogers LS6a {heavily modified)+ Standesign stands 
£190, some cables. Furakawa. Exposure all ono. Steve, 
Cambridge e (0223)333686 
REGA PLANAR 3. RB300. Stilton P77 £140. Cambridge CD3 
£350. Sonus Faber Electas, £750, stands, cables, lfconnects 
etc. offers. Essex e (0708) 670163 
TRANSCRIPTOR Ref T(r rare opp pwo offers, Thorens TD125, 
SME 3009 pwo offers. Ross e (0594) 860313 
LINN ISOBAR1KS · late DMS spec in walnut. Absolutely beauti
ful condition. absolutely beautiful sound. Complete with 
stands, cable and boxes. can demonstrate £725. Windsor 
e Peter (0753) 866042 after 6pm. 
A&R A60 amplifier £65. A&R T21 tuner £65. Both boxed with 
manuals. m Essex (0255) 423090 
JPW AP3 stands £135. Celestion 1 stands £90. Alpha CD £210. 
At amp £115. Carr incl. mint. e Tyne & Wear 091-414 4221 
GARRARD 401, SME 3012 12" with Shure M75EDII mounted 
on custom plinth with lid. Best offer secures. 
a Notts (0636) 74101/706566 
MISSION DACS D/A converter boxed and in mint condition 
£145. Pioneer A400 as new £180. e (0278) 456292 
MERIDIAN 200 transport. 263 Delta Sigma DAC. Bada G'tee 
11 months old, £900. e Bradford (0274) 607457 
MAGNEPLANAR MG1b, boxed. £550 or near offer. 
e Rhyl (0745) 339196 
QUAD 34 preamp, Quad 306 amp. Ex condition, boxed £420 
ono. S jim. Kent (0227) 722519 
PIONEER A400 amp, 9 months old little used, boxed as new, 
£150. e Hants (0590) 674749 
MOTH SERIES 30 passive preamp and 40Watt monoblok 
power amps one month old mint condition boxed £450 ono. 
e Sussex (0424) 218557 
ALBARRY PPI amplifier MM/MC phono stage (£500) £275; 
Albarry S508 power amp (£500) £275. e Bucks (0296) 713311 
AUDIOQUEST midnight Hyperlitz speaker cables, five metre 
pair. biwired, terminated. £150. e evenings (0234) 781617 
QUAD 33/303, boxed, as new, inc instruction manuals, £175. 
e Scunthorpe (0724) 845524 
WANTED, Linn Keilidh speakers, REL subwoofer, will travel. 
1ll Huli (0482) 871498 
SONY EVC3E videoS player & rec. New under makers' guaran· 
tee with 20 tapes, only £175 ovno. m Yorks (0423) 524692 
LP12 LINGO lttok Dynavector £850, Michell !so Hera £350. 
£1,100 for both. Michell Argo Hera £650, Pair Albarry 100 
Watt monobloks £600. e Cambs (0223) 322215 
MOTH Phone stage (100MV power supply) £140. NAD 602 cas
sette deck, £110. Both mint and boxed. m Beds (0582) 580667 
WANTED REVOX 877 reel to reel tape recorder , must be 
mint condition. m Barry, 1 o W (0983) 299800 
URGENTLY REQUIRED; Shure VST V. e Geoff (0622) 719814 
WANTED: Shure VST V in any condftion. a Lndn 071-730 1614 
MICROMEGA Leader CD player £450, Audionore ANJ speakers 
and MAF dedicated stands £550. m Newcastle 091·281 5066 
MISSION 753, black ash, mint condition, boxed £430. 
e Brighton (0273) 694112 



KEF speaker units B139 B110 T27 and CO RSO £150 (cost over 
£400 new). S Essex (0268) 284624 
HARMAN KARDON Pro turntable Pivoted tangential tracking, 
mint £120. s Coventry (0203) 679165 
ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE2 speakers and AE stands offers over 
850. S Leicester (0533) 775661 
WANTED any Mission 751/2/3 series speakers and pro cables 
and hi-fi platform. S (0702) 347225 
GARRARD 301 in mint condition, set in crafted mahogony 
base. SME 3009. Shure VIS £350. s Coventry (0203) 679165 
LINN LP12 lttock arm, Karma cartridge, all mint £550. s 

Harrow 081-861 6735 
LINN Akito, K18 & armboard £75 ono. S Esher (0372) 464616 
SEPARATES system, Denon PMA250/lll amp. Mission N760i 
speakers, TEchnics SLXP300 portable CD as new (worth £450) 
£300. S W Midlands (0564) 702917 
llNN Isobarik PMS with Nairn Naxo cross over and stands 
£700 ono. s (0326) 280259 
AUDIOLAB 8000 DAC latest specification, receipt and instruc
tions, as new £500. S 071-603 9697 
ROGERS CADET 3 vavle amp and tuner, complete but needs 
servicing, offers. S Kent (0795) 872034 
MISSION 760iSE with Atacama stands £120. Dual 505 inc mm 
cart £60. Tannoy 60311 £80. All excellent, open to offers. 
Northumberland (0670) 820454 
NAKAMICHI BXI cassette deck £150, A&R AGO amp £140, 
Heybrook HB2 L/S £150 as new. S Sheffield (0742) 620526 
ROTEL RA920 amp £75, JPW Sonata speakers £65 for sale. 
Both two years old. S Oxford (0865) 67235 
ARCAM DELTA 70.2 CD two years old as new (cost £600) £275, 
Sony MDP650 PAL/NTSC laserdisc, one year old (cost £650) 
£425 ono. S (0424) 713775 
ARCAM DELTA 90.2, excellent condition £250 ono, cost £410. 
Marantz PM I 51 £50. S Richard, Herts (0707) 270865 
SWOP LECfRON JHSO Hiraga valve design and custom 
Audionote M7 for your Krell etc. Cleveland (0642) 559543 
LINN LP12 Lingo Trampolinn Ittock LV3 arm Klyde cartridge 
£1,095. S Cleveland (0642) 542395 office, (0429) 27463 eves. 
QUAD ESL 57 on spiked stands £325. Quad 34/306 amp £325. 
Meridian MCD pro CD £85, VGC. lil Herts (0442) 824100 
AUDIOSTATIC ES240 electrostatic speakers £300. lil Swindon 
(0793) 750874 
NAIM NATO! tuner, like new, (£1,700) £775, Silver Sounds 
speaker cable, 3 metre biwire set (£350) £150, SME V tonearm 
3 weeks (£1,230) £875. lil Essex (0702) 74878 
MICHELL ISO moving coil phono stage, boxed and in mint 
condition £290 
YAMAHA P800 turntable with new Goidring cartridge and 
felt mat, very rare, VGC. £135. S York (0904) 763157 
AURA TU50 tuner, 6 months old £175.lil Mane 061-766 5272 
STANDESIGN 5 tier equipment support, spiked, mint condi
tion. cost £175 offers accepted. m Mick, Lanes 061-626 0879 
PR KEF TYPE LS3/5A speakers with Mission stands PR Kef 
speakers based on model 103.2 with Atacama stands (12") 
mint. Offers. S Notts (0602) 294060 after Spm 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP14, £1,700; Linn LP12, Lingo, Ekos, 
Cirkus and Archiv (new) £2,700. S Oxford (0865) 63160 
ROTEL RCD 865 C, RA 820 AX amp, Mission 760, Target stand, 
all boxed. 4 years old £250. S Notts (0909) 478820 
SONUS FABER EXTREMAS, mint £3,800. Quicksilver 
monobloks, mint 90W £1,350 Sonus Faber Electa, VGC £750, 
Kraus solid state stereo/ mono power amp, VGC best offer 
Kimber 8TC, KCAG. lil (0274) 575091 Eves. 
PIONEER F-91 FM/AM tuner 24 presets, suberb spec must be 
heard. RRP £340 accept £105. lil Sun bury (0932) 782381 
DAT TAPES (28) used once. known brands, below half price 
£100. lil Leicester (0533) 601178 
WANTED Sony PCM701ES manual. also Nakamichi RC580 infra
red control system suitable for 2x7. m Berks (0734) 875964 
ROGERS HG88 mk3 valve amp, new valves, nice condition 
£100 or vno. lil E Sussex (0273) 580645 
MUSICAL FIDELITY the preamp & optional phono board & 
bridged Typhoon power amps £650 ono (2 months old). e 

Perth (0738) 813140 
AUDIO INNOV Alto 2 mnths old £200. lil Notts (0773) 609104 
BEOSYSTEM 2400, including Beogram, Beocord, Beomaster, 
remote control and speakers, (450. m Staffs (0543) 410919 
PS AUDIO LAMBDA transport. 2 mnths old boxed, 3 yr guar
antee, immaculate. hardly used. Cost £2,250, will accept rea
sonable offers. m Mddx 081-907 7610 
PIONEER CLD1750. mint & boxed, 13 movies on disc, £475 or 
swap AEis +stands. lil Newcastle (0661) 822564 
MUSICAL FIDELITY P180 preamp £500, AEI speakers (black) 
£300, Stax Talent DAC £700 ono, all exc. lil Beds (0525) 240054 
YAMAHA natural sound audiophile amp A320 £80fovno, 
good condition. lil Essex (0279) 444686 
MUSICAL FIDELIIT F15 and F22 Audio Synthesis Silver inter
connects. £1,900 ovno. & London 081-244 3926 
NAIM 72 Hicap 250 mint & boxed two 5 metre lengths of AS 
cable £1,800 (bi-wired). S Cheshire 061-437 5819 
SWAP Mission 753 6 months old for B&W 805 and stands pos
sible cash adjustment. lil (0772) 887272 - day, (0253) 838741- eve 
QUAD ELS speakers bronze £350, super MDS 2 sage Audio pre 
and power amp £400. Over 250 assorted hi·fi mags 1972-1983 
offers. m Glasgow 041-776 3642 
WANTED ION MA400 monoblok power amps. 

lil Lanes (0524) 413994 
ARISTON RD 80 SME3S £85 Supex SM100 Mk3 Shure VIS fV 

£25 each. lil Staffs (0543) 422926 
IMPULSE HORN H4 speakers £600 or swap for Pro ac Response 
Ones. Townshend Rock Tabriz £400. m Kent 081-658 2490 
GARRARD 401 in an SME plinth 3009 arm £150 ono. Musical 
Fidelity Synthesis amp £125. lil (0742) 459698 

LEAKS: Varioslope Il stereo £50, TI50s bronze £350, Black 
£450. No dealers or offers. lil Jones, Cower (0792) 875509 
MISSION 763 speakers, rosewood, excellent £200 ono. S N 
Yorks (0609) 773040 
MUSICAL FIDELIIT A 100, SOW pure class A, boxed excellent, 
£200 no offers. S Cambs (0480) 460502 
ROGERS LS4A speakers in vlack, boxed, manufacturers war
ranty, £150. Foundation classic speaker stands, 19" tall, £50. 
Take both items for £180. lil (0206) 240573 
REGA PLANAR 3/RB300 £150 ono SME Ills arm £150 ono 
Chesterfield (0246) 220316 
SONY CDP555 ESD exc condition £300. Deltec PDM152 per
fect £225, Arcam 881 £75. WANTED: Arcam Delta 120 power 
amp. lil Cardiff (0222) 757421 
LFD LS2 PA2 integrated amp cables interconnects £895 
(£1,695). New spacedeck-mentor silverwired arm £895 (cost 
£1,495), Myst amp and tuner £325. S Hull (0482) 842740 
WANTED: Audiolab 8000A Mki, cash or exchange NVA 3 box 
pre power amp. W Midlands 021-420 3960 
CASTIE HOWARD loudspeakers in mint condition £550 ono, 
Spendor S20 speakers £295 ono. lil Norfolk (0603) 38752 
MISSION CAMBRIDGE record deck perfect condition £120 
ono. lil Nigel, Knowle (0564) 779641 
ARCAM ALPHA 5 CD palyer £350 ono, Arcam Alpha 5 amp 
£160 ono, Arcam 2 and speakers £160 ono, all boxed and in 
mint condition. lil Gwent (0873) 858679 
ROTEL RT950BX tuner, LW/MW/FM, mint condition boxed, 
can demonstrate £150. m Wimbledon 081-542 8076 
MUSICAL FIDELITY MC2 speakers £200 VGC. lil Andover 
(0264) 889574 
WANTED: Technics EPA 500 high & medium mass arm tubes 
or complete arm. lil Leicester (0533) 626508 
WANTED: PR OA5, OA4 or OA6 Sonab speakers Mklls. also 
information on OA14s. lil Clywd (0244) 836131 
PIONEER PDS901 CD player with remote £220, Mission 762 
speakers with matching stands £130, all as new boxed. W 

Pete, Glasgow 041-248 2686 eves and weekends. 
CYRUS 1 amp mint £110, Cyrus tuner mint £110. Mission 
700s speakers inc stand £100. lil Oxon (0295) 250000 
AUDIONOTE Ongaku M7 phono Voyd reference, Snell E. will 
split. lil (0992) 620905 
QUAD 44/405 VGC boxed £285, Kenwood DPX9010 CD trans
port VGC boxed £185.lil Suffolk (0449) 615024 
VOYD Valdi Helius Aureus two and a half years old, Gold ring 
1042 new, £450. lil Chiswick 081-994 2030 after 6pm 
HEYBROOK HB150 speakers £230, matching stands £50. all in 
pristine condition. m Llanelli (0269) 842623 
LINN Keltik Aktiv speakers 3x LK100s fitted, Aktiv cards, inc 
cable £3.600. lil Cordon, W London (0956) 311508 
ACOUSTIC ENERRGY AE3 speakers £750 ono. 1i1 Hitchin 
(0462) 455588 
NAIM NAC72 preamp, new style, as new, boxed. Costs £638, 
will accept £400. Can dem. lil Essex (0268) 741699 
SPENDOR SPI teak on Lab! stands £175. lil High Wycombe 
(0494) 534444 or (0494) 449071 Ext 29 
LINN K9 £50, Rega Bias £10 new Rata RP40 £30 Sound 
Organisation wall shelf £25, 2x 6 metre Nac AS. 

lil Beds (0525) 404983 
LINN SPEAKERS and stands £250 ono. Arcam 3 amp £140 
ono, boxes and cables mint. m Gwent (0291) 421424 
HI-Fl CHOICE and Audiophile Dec '89 to Dec '93, plus Hi-Fi 
Answers £25 + postage. liiOrkney (0856) 874089 
LINN LP12, lttok, Supex SM100e, £700. Nairn 62/140 £700. All 

mint, can dem Redditch lil (0527) 854296 
MISSION 753 loudspeakers 18 months guarantee boxed as 
new £550 Norwich lil (0603) 260671 
ROGERS CADET 3 valve amp (integrated) 8w/channel. Sounds 
fantastic- bring a CD. £150 London m 081-852 7553 
LINN AXIS turntable, recently serviced, including new Akito 
arm and AT-110E cartridge. Mint condition. Boxed, £285. 
Northants lil (0327) 706714 
CELESTION SL6 speakers with quality high-mass stands and 
quality 3.5m pair cables, £200 ovno. Notts m (0602) 463693 
Evenings 
CELESTION SL6S speakers with Linn Kan 11 stands, £275 ono, 
Boxed. Brighton S (0273) 504787 
WANTED: Sony TC153SD portable tape deck, good condition 
essential. Bath lil (0225) 338459 Evenings 
AUDIOPHILE SPEAKERS. US imported Ryan Acoustic speakers 
(£1,000+ new). Fantastic soundstage and imaging, £585. 
Includes Target R1 speaker stands, worth £250. Surrey m 

(0276) 61350 after 7pm, ask for Keith. 
LINN HI-Fl: LP12/Lingo{Ekos/Arkiv turntable, one month old, 
£2,600; Klout power amplifier. £1,350; Kaber Aktiv. £1,400. 
West Midlands lil (0922) 640737 
Target TIW1 wall-mounting shelf, £20. Frinton-on-sea 

lil (0255) 675115 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP9 Mk2 preamp. Silver, MM/MC. Inc. spare 
valves, bargain, £1,050 ono. Audio Innovations Second Audio 
monoblocks, £1.295. Both mint, boxed, can demonstrate. 
Wanted high-end CD player. Maidenhead lil (0628) 788502 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS monoblocks. mint. £1,750. Quad ESL-63 
loudspeakers, £1,100. Nakamichi CR7E cassette deck, £750. 
Meridian 200/203 CD player, offers? Devon lil (0884) 38240 
PIONEER M-73 power amplifier, excellent condition, Was 
£750, will accept £350. Newcastle upon Tyne lil 091-281 5348 
EPOS ES14 speakers including stands. Excellent condition, £475 
ono. AR centre speaker. £35. Birmingham. m 021-445 5978 
IXOS 104 interconnect cable, one metre pair 99.99% pure, 
£15. West Yorks lil (0532) 687095 
LUXMAN 090 multibit CD player, Pioneer A88X 120watt 
amp. Wharfedale 708 speakers, black, quick sale £375. 
Lowther C400 horns, offers? E London lil 081-491 0236 

GARRARD 401/SME 3009, £100. Uher CR240 portable cassette, 
£70. B&W 110i speakers, mint £80, Yamaha KX300 cassette 
deck £70. Surrey lil (0252) 726449 
Transcriber turntable, Paratrac King platter system. highest 
offer. Brighton lil (0273) 777616 
PINK TRIANGLE Da Capo D/A converter, 1307 filter and DC 
power supply, one month old, £2.100. lil Lines (0780) 720534 
ARCAM DELTA 90 amp, £150. Marantz CDSOSE CD player. 
£150. Musical Fidelity MC2 speakers, £150. All boxed. 
Northumberland lil (0670) 853876 
LEAK TROUGHLINE 3 tuner. mono. £50 ono lil Essex (0375) 
382864 Peter 
DENON PMA450 amp, two months old, hardly used, £180. 
Boxed, mint condition. Bedford lil (0234) 357471 Nick 
MICROMEGA LEADER compact disc player, boxed, £275. 
Various cables half price. Essex lil (0708) 556744 
ROTEL RHQ 10 phono preamp, two years old, £400. Middlesex 

lil 081-813 8252 
WANTED: Denon 1U-260L tuner and Nakamichi DR3 cassette 
deck. Cash waiting for right offers. Rochdale lil (0706) 43736 
call Ray after 6pm 
CELESTION DnTON 662 speakers, £300 ono. Bristol area lil 
(0454) 616620 
MATISSE WANTED Ref. PrefFantasy line amp. Mcintosh 
MC240/274 power amp. lil Eire 049-52816 Johnny 
MOTION ELECTRONICS Nicam TV sound tuner, with manual. 
£150. Cumbria lil (0229) 40259 
CASTIE HOWARD loudspeakers, four months old, unmarked 
mahogany finish, £850 ono. Cable Talk 3 bi-wired cable, 3m 
including plugs. offers. Bournmouth m (0202) 396646 Eves 
HI-FI CHOICE back numbers wanted for research, particular
ly 1980's. Offers invited fqr runs of Hi-Fi News June 1958-Dec 
1975, Hi-Fi News 1958-1977, EMG Letters 1962-66, and Records 
& Recording 1962-1980. Exeter lil (0392) 860182 Evenings 
lWO 4in Absolute Wire Force 4 speaker cables, £20. Avon W 

(0454) 261022 
AE1 MK 11 SPEAKER in rosewood, with stand, £599. Quad 606 
power amplifier, superb £399. Audio Research LS1 preamp, 
boxed, £785. BathS (0225) 480990 
LINN LP12 turntable with Ekos arm and Asaka·cartridge, 
hardly used, (1,300 ono. Guildford lil (0483) 418924 
LINN LP12 turntable with Ittok arm, new K18 cartridge and 
Skyline platform, all in perfect condition, £550. Bucks 
s (0494) 677628 
QUAD VALVE equipment. FM tuner, 22 control unit, pair 
Quad II amps, multiplex decoder, vgc £380. Brighton m 

(0273) 697182 
LINN KAIRN £935, Linn LKIOO £360. Linn Kremlin £1,295. N 
London a 071-586 2390 Eves/weekends 
NAIM WANTED: 82 preamp, 180/250/135 power amp. New 
style only. Cash purchase. Devon lil (0803) 555401 
EAR THE HEAD me head amp, new, £365 (£590), vdH MCIO car
tridge, new £395 (£775). SE London lil 081-659 9538 
AUDIO NOTE K/SP silver-wired speakers with Huygens K4 
stands, £625. Middlesex lil 081-572 2504 
LINN LP12 turntable, with Lingo PSU, Ekos arm and Troika 
cartridge. Complete with Audiotech table. Little use, all 
excellent, £1,500. Taunton m (0823) 443825 
WHARFEDALE ESO speakers. Amazing condition, perfect 
working order. Powerful quality sound, collectors dream, 
will demonstrate. £145. Essex lil 081-554 9034 
ACTIVE MERIDIAN M3 loudspeakers £395, 200/203 (DAC 7) 
£745. Magnum MF250 125wrms Power Amp, £275. Yamaha 
KX630 cassette, remote control. three heads, £165. Roksan 
Artimiz arm. £295. Colchester m (0206) 861457 evenings 
TESSERAC TALA preamp (£1,500), mint, £1,000. Meridian 263 
DAC, mint, £300. Cornwalllil (0208) 75376 Phi! 
KEF 104/2 REFERENCE floor-standing bi-wire speakers (rose
wood) with KUBE 200 active equaliser. Immaculate condi
tion, £1,250 ono (£2,070 new). Various interconnects and CD 
stabiliser. offers? Southampton lil (0703) 738935 
HI-FI NEWS (McDonald) transmission line speakers, tw�way, 
teak, 150W, bi-wired, one year old, excellent sound, good condi
tion, cost £550, accept £250. Northampton lil (0604) 495339 
AUDIO RESEARCH LS1 preamp, as new £875. DPA intercon
nect and speaker cable. Cardiff m (0222) 759604 
MARANfW SD255 twin cassette deck. ]VC AX-220 amplifier. 
offers? Cardiff (0222) 494355 David 
TEAC CDP3500, £150. Rotel 940BX amp, £180. Mission 760iSE 
speakers, £100. Essex Z (0634) 222334 
AURA VA100 amp, £230. Denon DRS.S10 drawer cass deck, 
£230. Mission 760i, stands, wire, £130. Caries Sheraton mahog 
cabinet (worth £300) £200, all vgc. Bucks S (0753) 882632 
AUDIOQUEST Crystal speaker cable, 2x9ft runs, terminated 
with gold-plated banana plugs for bi-wiring, £50. lil Sunbury 
(0932) 787598 
SONY Sf-S370 tuner, £65. NAD 5120 turntablle, £45. Both excel
lent condition. hardly used. Caterham m (0883) 349089 eves 
MICHELL SYNCRO turntable, RB300 arm, Audio-Technica AT
OC5, boxed, instructions, £375. Milton Keynes 'lil (0908) 696869 
DELTEC LfiTLE BIT (co-axial input only) and Rote! RCD 855 
CD player £330 will separate. Liverpool m 051-226 2671 
Linx Vega power amplifier, 75Watt, £180. (0327) 351067 after 
6pm. Northants (0327) 351067 after 6pm 
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I Hi-Fi Choice Special Offers ! 
Roll up, roll up, roll up! Get yer luvverly accessories 
here! Not one, not two· but several handy bags for 
CD and tape clobber, plus a wash-and-brush-up kit 
for COs and smart gold-plated plugs. Bargain! 

Choice 
Special Offer/ 
}ust£16.g8 

Ordered separately, this smart CD player 
carry case and wallet would cost you just 
under £2o. However, we are knocking 
three pounds off their combined price 
if you order the two items together. The 
disc wallet fits neatly into the case, 
enabling you to carry your portable 
CD player and 12 CDs. No holiday is 
complete without one! (Please 
quote the special discounted price 
when ordering.) 

''Collector's item'' MOVING MELODIES 

Available an CD only, Stairway To T he 
Stars, £13.99, Tom Hazleton organist. 

T he theatre organ featured is the San 
Sylmar Wurlitzer pipe organ, part of the 
Nethercutt Collection, located in 
California, U.S.A. Take care when first 
played, as this CD contains deep bass 
which could damage your systems. 

T his audiophile recording includes: 
Alexander's 
Ragtime Band 
•Stairway To the 
Stars•A Fine 
Romance 
• Unforgettable 
and more. 
Please quote 
order re{: KD77oo6 
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Our range of Case Logic portable cases is 

made from durable nylon, with foam 

padding for maximum protection for your 

discs and portables. All have zipped 

closures, are priced reasonably- and they 

look exceptionally smart too. 

0 T11e Cassette Player Case has com

partments for four cassette tapes and 

your personal itself- all on an 

adjustable, removable belt. It's also 

great for a camera or hand-held video 

game. (Order refPS1, £5.99) 

f) The CD Player Carry Case is an 

essential luxury for your personal CD. 

This portmanteau, which will keep 

equipment completely safe from dirt 

and dust, has an adjustable shoulder 

strap, bags of space to transport a 

selection of your favourite COs, and 

an extra pocket for accessories or a 

disc wallet- see picture 6. (Order ref 

DMl,£10.99) 

OTI1is CD Carry Case 

holds up to 15 COs 

and spaces for two 

double COs- the 

secret's in the front 

pocket. Ideal for 

family outings! 

(Order refCDJS, £7.99) 

8To prevent 

unpleasant damage 

to your cassettes and cassette 

boxes, why not invest in a 

Cassette Case? Holds ten 

tapes with cassette cases, or 

14 cassette singles. (Order 
refCLJ 0, £4.99) Also 



comes with a belt loop and detach

able shoulder strap. Car owners! Bung 

one under your back seat! 

0 This stylish Compact Disc Case will 

hold 8 CDs or a combination of per

sonal stereo, CDs, keys, camera and 

more. (Orderref: CDB, £4.99} Shoulder 

strap included. 

Q Carry your discs and be the 

smartest dude on the block with the 

Disc Wallet.lt'll hold 12 CDs without 

jewel boxes, and has Index cards for 

listing CDs. This wallet will also fit 

neatly into the above-

mentioned carry case illustrated in 

picture 2. (OrderrefCDW12, £8.99) 

f) Mechanical connections in a hi-fi 

system should be gold plated, or so 

they say. The 24 Karat Gold 4mm 

Banana PI ugs ensure vibration free 

service and maximum metal-to-metal 

contact under sustained pressure! 

(Order ref]E24A, £8.95) 

Cl) For optimum CD replay it's impor

tant to clean the laser lens as well as 

the compact disc surface. The CD 

Laser Lens Cleaner does just that and 

it's as safe as playing ordinary CDs

though not quite as musical... 

(Order ref5920, £9.99) 

G) Here's something to ensure near

perfect sound while driving round 

the M25, or at least giveyou some

thing to do in the five-mile traffic jam 

near Watford. The 'in car' Cassette 

Deck Cleaner (picture 9) is a self

contained pack with a bottle of clean

ing fluid and spare cleaning pads. If 

only you could wipe out those frus

trating tailbacks as easily! (Order 

ref71400, £9.99) 

G) As your compact disc collection 

grows, so does the need for some

where to store the discs. Rather 

than leaving them in a pile on the 

floor, why not invest in the Compact 

Disc Organiser, a self-assembling 

storage system that'll hold up to 

25 compact discs, including dou-

ble CDs. Each disc can be 

removed easily with the touch 

of a finger, and the organiser 

can be wall-mounted in horizo11tal 

or vertical configurations. Further 

units can be added as you watch your 

collection grow. (Orderref5906, £6.99) 

E9TI1e Radial Compact Disc Cleaner 

has an automatic radial cleaning 

action to help stop CDs skipping or 

jumping. The cleaning action is auto

matic, so you can enjoy a light snack 

while it works. (Orderref: 5911 £12.99) 

Naomi wants one, and so do 

Kale and Christy, but like 

everyone else they'll have to 

pay for the privilege of owning 

a Choice Sweatshirt. 

Fashioned in discreet 

blue with a white 

logo, this houte 

couture 

garment is 

available in 

large or extra 

large for just 

£1s.oo.Why 
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EST. 1972 

MAIL ORDER 
Our mail order service is fast and efficient. All we require are 

your credit card details when your order is placed. Our Data 

Post Service operates daily, ensuring quick, safe delivery. 

Carriage is FREE OF CHARGE FOR ANY SALE OVER 
£100 throughout the UK, but not on price match" ex display. 

Delivery charge of £8 per unit below 1 OK. 

FREE DELIVERY �IAINIAI\JD UK 

FOR FAST & EFFICIENT 
MAIL ORDER 

� HOTLINE c:Ei 

081-520 7277 
1. All goods fully guaranteed 
2. All goods brand new 
3. Delivery free 
4. All prices include VAT 6-7 Central Parade Hoe Street 

Walthamstow London E17 4RT 
(Near Tube and Cinema) Fax: 081-503 6677 081-520 7277 e Our own service department will make sure 

you continue to enjoy that great sound both 
during and after our one year warranty period. 

PRICE PROMISE 
Our prices are competitve but should a 
product be available at a lower price or any 
options from an authorised dealer o o o We will beat it by up to £20! 
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�����t=2 ��:�m 8D8CC ·· - £159 ��4�����SS��/£229 �6i��M �:: ����SOG ��� DOLBY PRO KIT ......... £349 

PMA715R __ ...... £299 ADWX727/B28 ... £169/£199 ZD1DDOM ···---···-····-·-··£799 NSX520.. . ...... £349 TAAV570 KIT .. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  £499 
AV AMPS AOWX929 ............ ........ £249 ZD?OOM ....... .............. £799 MICRO SYSTEMS SAVA3/SAVA1 ... £799/£599 

��g1�::%!v:dff.:.f�:f� I·Sill#lel;llO.ij•I•J:t·S!:I;I g�:1�YERS 
. ..... .. . £149 ������TEMS .......... £899 tg��27ss:::::::::::g:�g: ������������-�:£�9�= 

MINI SYSTEMS AMPLIFIERS XC300 ........................ £149 NSX270 ...................... £279 LCX9/70M ... ...... £349/£379 SAW90/00LBYS KIT ... £349/£149 
DF10/0F10S .... £999/£1149 HK6150/HK62SO .... £1991£279 LASER DISC PLAYERS 
D90/D90S --···-···-£669/£739 HK6350R/HK6ssD 

.
.... £399/£429 MDP650/MDP850 ... £599/£699 

D65/DG5S --···-···-£569/£639 HK 200/AVR £2 9/£ 9 KENWOOD D25D/D25DS ...... £929/£999 
TU�ERS 

30 -------· 7 114 01 10/011 OS ...... £799/£869 TU92001TU9400 . ....... £2191£299 ·1ill#[el;Jf0.4#•1•J#f.1!:1; 

PIONEER 
CD PLAYERS AMPLIFIERS KX7060S/KX9050S .£329/£549 
H07400/HD7450 . ........ £199£219 KA 1D60/2D60R ... £139/£169 DOUBLE CASSETTE DECKS 
HD7500/HD7525 . . ... £259/£449 KA3020SE AWAR0 ...... £199 KXIN40601W6060 ....... £170/£199 

1·1iil#(el;Jf0.4:Ujtl:"1!j;l KA5020/5050A ... £249/£349 CO PLAYERS !�������� KA3D60R/4060R.£229/£279 KXW8D60 ..... ..... . .. ... £259 

AMPLIFIERS KA?OSOR ...................... £499 OP2060/0P3060 . . £159/£199 
A1 02 30 W,PCH. . . ..£129.99 : AV, AMPS & RECEIVERS DP5060/DP7060 .... £249/£379 

�x�o"�tp�HH. ::::::·:���::: TURNTABLES KAV3700N7700 .£299/£599 �����PM6060 ... £�99/£249 

A400 60 W.PCH . .. .... .. £249.99 CS430 ... ................. £129.99 KRA4D60 ......... ............. £229 KT1060LITKT2060L. ...... £119/£149 
A400X60 W,PCH ... £279.00 CS505·2 ................. £179.99 KRV6060/KAV7050 .£349/£429 KT3050UKT6050 ... £179/£299 
A602 80 W,PCH . .... .... £329.00 CS2215 ............ ...... £179.99 CASSETTE DECKS GRAPHIC EQUALISERS 

������08025 .. .... £499/£599 CS505-4/CS705-1 ..... £229/£349 KX3060/KX5060S .... £169/£249 KE2060/GE7030 ..... £149/£229 

TURNTABLES 
K0492F .. . 
P100 MINI ..................... £89 AMPLIFIERS 
MINI SYSTEMS AXASBK/562 . .... £249/£249 
U0302/U0502 .... £399/£499 AXA372/472 _ _ _ _ _ _  £199/£249 
UD552/UD751 M ... £549/£749 AXA662/Z101 0 .. £329/£649 
U0952 ...... ···-····--·-·····--£999 TUNERS 
MIDI SYSTEMS FX362/FX572 ..... £129/£199 
M2BJ28MG ·-···----£499/£599 CASSETTE DECKS 
M5BJ5BP ..... ........ £799/£899 TDW1 06/208 _ _ _ _ _ _  £119/£169 
M58M/M58MP ... £849/£949 TDW308n08 _ _ _ _ _ _  £199/£249 
M97G/M97MG ... £1249/£1299 TOX372/472 ....... £169/£196 

TDW562/662 _ _ _ _ _ _  £219/£269 
F203 ..................... .... .... ... £129 
F303 . . .... ... .... .......... ..... £179 SPEAKERS SPEAKERS SPEAKERS CD PLAYERS 

XLM408/MC1 00.£299/£799 F502 . ....... ......... ..... . . ........ £249 
PROJECTION TVs 
SDT5000/4000TV£3999/£3300 CELESTION XLV174/274 ....... £139/£159 

XLV5741674 _ _ _ _ _ _ _  £249/£299 UBI.. CO PLAYERS 
PD103/203... . . .. £139/£159 : 1·1111Cl•l;lh.i#•l•hf·1!j·l 
�g�����::::::::::����= SPEAKERS A PAIR �rxEf;���� ...... £1491£179 

t·Siil#!el;Jh.ij•I•J:f.1!#;1 f·Sill#i•J;J&i=UI•J:t·1!j;l ���)s���-���-�-������� 
CD PLAYERS MULTI 760i!763 ... ..... .... . £109/£129 Tl.X130/140 ...... £249/£349 
�g���;��·:::::�=� ��:�i3?.��t1:9��ig�:gg Tl.X150/160 ...... £299/£399 

g��f3�;3����-�£169/£199 764i/765i ... £479.90/£679.90 �'fs
1
�����

0 ::::t����g: 
CTS630S/S830S . ..... £299/£499 780SE BEST BUY ... £239.95 HUG1/G2 .. .. .. .... £199/£3Q9 
TWIN CASSETIE DECKS CTWSOORIW603R ........... £1791£229 CTW803RS/CTM60\A . . . .. . £299/£379 HEADPHONES 
TURNTABLES 
PL225/335 ............... £119/£149 
GRAPHIC EQUALISERS IENNHEISER 
GR5551777 ............ .. £199/£249 ���-�E�_s 

. ...... £3991£549 t-SIII#(el;Jh.i:I•I•J:t·1!:1;1 
3400/500........ . .£549/£779 HEADPHONES 
JV600/J700 ............. £879/£999 H0320/H0330 ....... £37/£49 
JV600LO lnc Lazer Vision Disc H0340/H0520 ....... £59/£84 

eau on 
SPEAKERS 
SC10/S30 .......... £119/£159 
S50/S70 ............ £319/£649 
S5DST/2 -----------------£379.99 
VSB100N100 ... . £229/£199 

CERWINVEGA �����·yg:r·EMS 
.. ............ £1199 HD530/H0540 ..... £89/£109 

����1�ow · :.:::::�:::� �p��=�ti!•l•l:t·'•*' 
N0100WM ............... ...... . £549 L7/SAT6 
��?���-�

LAY��/£499 I·Siil#[e!;Jh.ij•l•l:f·i!j;l VS8N510 
CLD1950/M5....... VS12NS15 
CLD2950/160K.... OC10 .. 

1/3 ...... ..... ... £99.99/£119.99 SPEAKERS S50/S50R ....... .... £469/£499 
sn .. ......... . £159·991£209·99 20D1t2oo2 ......... £119/£159 G7/G9 ................ £799/£999 9/11/15 .... 1:259.991£279.99/£369.99 DM6001/61 01 ...... £189/£249 ���6�j����-�.£429/£499 OM6201/6301 ...... £429/£699 MICRO SYSTEMS 

TEM/CENTRLE .. £139/£149 UXT/UXA4 .......... £299/£349 

,.,. .. :'•';'"-ia•»•J:t-s•a;• THREATROITWIN BASS .. .  £299/£229 UXC7/A55R ........ £359/£369 
SPEAKERS TEAM BASS/OVALL.£159/£299 

DIAMOND _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  £109 VERTICALEI ARRAY ..... £399/£89 �g�� �����\'i.�o c�:,im •L=a ... ,:t ...... :.-:.--r-..... -�L41 ....... MODUS 1/THREE ...... £159/£119 • 1r �, _.::..: � � 
MODUS 5/THREE ...... £259/£339 

�gg�� �g�:� t�N·
::::��� P·llll#!el;l&i=i•l•l:t·S!=i;l 

603 ii/605 ii ........ £109/£139 

OL.Jamol! 
t·liJI#I•l;l&ia•••l:t·i•=�;• 
Silhouette ............... £379.99 
Concert 11 ......... ...... . £329.99 
Center 200 ... ........... £199.00 
Centre 100 .............. £129.99 
Outdoor .......... ........ £109.99 

607 ii/609 jj • • • . . • . •  £189/£249 
611 ii/615 ii ........ £369/£679 
6SEI6S5 ..... .. ......... £89/£89 
6311632 ...... ...... . £149/£189 
633/636 . ........... £319/£419 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  £499/£599 

NAKAMICHI 
f·llil#!el;l&ij•l•l#·S!j;l 
CASSETTE DECKS 
DR1/DR2 .. --------.. £849/£599 
OR3/CR7E .......... £359/1995 
DRAGON -------------------£2350 
CD PlAYERS 
MB4S/MB3S ..... £299/£499 
MB2S/MB1S _ _ _ _ _  £699/£899 
TUNERS 
ST2/ST3S ---····---£399/£349 
AMPLIFIERS 
IA111/l2. 
IA4S 

ACOUSTIMAS 7M2 £829 
ACOUSTIMAS 5M2 £759 
ACOUSTIMAS 3M2 £499 

WHEN PART EXCHANGE NOW PRICES ARE VALID 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY MAINLAND UK 

PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 

EX-DISPLAY 
THESE ARE ONE ONLY GENUINE PRODUCTS AT 

PHENOMENAL SAVINGS. ALL ARE NEW IN MAKERS 
BOXES AND FUU Y GUARANTEED FOR 12 MONTHS 

CD PLAYERS 
MARANTZ 
CD52SEM2 ............... POA 
CD10/CD53. . ....... POA 
D72/CD63 ····------------POA 
NAD502 .................... POA 
NAD505M/5000 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  POA 
KENWOOD 
DP2050/3050 .. £139/£159 
DP505ono5o .. £219/£299 
CASSETTE DECKS 
SONY TCK611S ....... £229 
SONY TCK511 S ....... £169 KENWOOD KXZ3050 .... £149 KENWOOD KXZ5530 .... £179 
AV AMPS & RECEIVERS 
KENWOOO KRV6050/6060 .... £299/£299 KRV7050/7700 .. .. £349/£529 
SONY 
STR0511/611 .. £239/£289 
TAAV570KIT ...... ...... £449 
SAVA3!TAAV510 ...... £369 
TECHNICS 
SAGX550LK ... ----------£419 
SAGX350LK ... ......... £289 
MARANTZ 
PM700AV ····-···---····--£329 
AMPLIFIERS 
MARANTZ 

PM44SE/52SE 
PM63/54SE 
KENWOOD 
KA1030/2060R. 
KA302SE/5050 
NAD 302/304 
PIONEER 
A400/A400X 
102/602 ............. £99/£249 
JVC AXR502/742 .... £189/£269 
SPEAKERS 
TANNOY 603M2 ...... £109 
TANNOY 605M2 _ _ _ _ _ _  £139 
TANNOY 607M2 _ _ _ _ _ _  £179 
TANNOY 609M2. _ _ _ _ _  £239 
TANNOY 611M2 ...... £339 
TANNOY 615M2 _ _ _ _ _ _  £669 
BOSE AM5 System .. £499 
BOSE AM3 System .. £309 
BOSE AM? System .. £599 
CANON 530 ............. £139 
JBL TLX140 ............. £279 
JBL TLX12D ............. £149 
JBL TLX150 ----···-···--£249 
B&W 6201M2 ········----£299 
B&W 600M1 ............... £99 
JAMO ART ------···- .... £169 
NAD 800/802 .. £119/£289 
CELESTION 7/5 ..... £139/£179 

Visit our Showrooms 
Open: Man-Sat 9am-6pm 
Please nng before com1ng for stock availability 

MAIL ORDER (081) 520 7277 
Please supply ________ _ 

I enclose cheque/PO for £ ____ _ 

Expiry Date. _________ _ 

Name ___________ _ 

Address. __________ _ 



Back 
Issues 

Many back issues of Hi-Fi 
Choice are still available. 
They cost £lf.OO each in 
the U K and £6.95 each 
for Overseas orders. This 
price includes postage 
and packing. Due to 
copyright laws, we are 
not permitted to supply 
photocopies of specific 
articles on request. 

June 1994 -Issue 131 

Systems and separates tested and 

rated against each other, six Nicam 

VCRs reviewed, and an exclusive look 

at a second-generation MD player. All 

this and an exhaustive test of inter

connect cables in a free booldet. 

Orderref AE31B 

July 1994- Issue 132 

Loudspeakers- the best floor

standers for around £1000 on test. 

Plus CD multi players, receivers, and a 

comprehensive speaker stand 

supplement attached. 

Order ref AE32B 

August 1994 - Issue 133 

Two-box CD players- we test eight 

combinations. Plus a digital 

head-to-head for CD-R, MD, DCC and 

SuperDAT, ten headphones reviewed 

and a free loudspeaker supplement. 

Order ref AE33B 

September 1994- Issue 134 

FREE Sound On l11e Run magazine: 

perfect personals and portables plus a 

look at small satellitefsubwoofer com

binations. Also: integrated amplifiers 

from £200-£250, and test drives of 

in-car head units and power amps. 

Order ref AE34B 

October 1994 - Issue 135 

Awards Special- Presenting the 

European Imaging and Sound Awards 

for 1994/95 with an exclusive: Europe's 

best hi-fi equipment. Plus reviews of 

eight new models of loudspeakers and 

four Pro-Logic AV amplifiers. 

Orderref AE35B 

Priority Ordering 
Use the Dennis Direct order-line - 0789 490215 - or just enter 

your details on the coupon and fax it to us on 0789 490878 if 

you're ordering with a credit card. Alternatively, send the coupon 

with the correct payment to DENNIS DIRECT, PO BOX 2505, 

ALCESTER B50 4)U. Prices shown include VAT. Please add 

postage as detailed at the bottom of this form, and be aware that 

all items on offer are subject to availability. Please allow a maxi

mum of28 days for delivery. We will let you know if there any 

problems regarding delivery. 

Overseas orders 

Please add £10 (Europe) and £12 (rest of the world) to your total order 

value to cover the additional postage. Please note that we only accept 

Visa/MasterCard, £sterling cheques drawn on aUK bank and 

Eurocheques in £sterling. 

Orderref: Description Qty 

Order total 

For UK add £2.00 per order for postage. Order total 

For Europe add fto.oo oer order for oostal!e Order total 

For Rest of t he World add £12.00 per order 

for postage Order total 

D I enclose a cheque made payable to Dennis Direct for £ 

D Please charge my D Visa D MasterCard DAm/ Ex for £ 

Credit Card NQ: 

Expiry date: ......... ........... Signature: 

Price 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Mr I Mrs/ Ms Surname ..... .Initials ......................... . 

Address .. 

. .............. Postcode 

Daytime telephone number .. 

D Please send me a VAT receipt 

0 The above information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick 

the box if you would prefer not to receive details of special offers. 

Dennis Direct is.a division ofDennis Publishing Ltd. 

Hi-Fi Choice November 1994 101 





Welcome to the Hi-Fi Choice 
Buyer's Guide, the U K's 
biggest and best guide to 
choosing hi-fi. Over 2,500 
items are listed, with 
up-to-date prices and 
specifications. Part two 
comprises the unique 
review-based Directory, 
containing our views on 
over 700 components that 
have been tested and rated 
by the Hi-Fi Choice experts. 

PAGE 105 

YOUR AT·A·GLANCE REFERENCE TO HI·FI 

PRICES, TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS AND 

OPTIONS. 

OVER 2,500 ITEMS LISTED! IF IT'S HOT 

AND lU·FI, IT'S HERE. 

PRODUCT CATEGORIES 

AMPLIFIERS PAGE 105 

CASSETTE DECKS PAGE 111 

CD PLAYERS, TRANSPORTS AND DACS 

PAGE 113 

DIGITAL RECORDERS PAGE 116 

PAGE 116 

PAGE 122 

PAGE 130 

PAGE 130 

PAGE 131 

TURNTABLES, ARMS AND CARTRIDGES 

PAGE 133 

THE DIRECTORY PAGE 139 

THE ORIGINAL, THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE, 

THE BEST. OUR UNIQUE REVIEW-BASED 

GUIDE TO OVER 700 PRODUCTS TESTED IN 

HI·FI CHOICE. BEWARE CHEAP IMITATIONS ... 



Model No: PD-S703 
• Stable Platter Mechanism 

• Twin 1-bit DAC with Legato Link Conversion 
• Jnc/epenc/ent Power Supplies for Analogue one/ Digital Stages 

• Coaxial an'c/ optical Digitcil Outputs 
• Display oH one/ Digitcil Output off 

Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, drawing from 
more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you in identifying state of 
the art equipment that matc�es your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures many years of enjoyment. 
A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as your personal contact for 
information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations. 

·. If it is not �ssible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your nearest 
authorised stockist. 

PIONEER FREEPHONE 0800 480480 
. 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

• GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041-248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031·667 2877 

• LEEDS 26·28 Woodhouse Lane. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 091·230 3600 

• MANCHESTER 50/52 Deonsgate. Tel: 061·832 1600 



HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE sos 

Key to amplifiers Type: lnt- integrated, Pre- preampli-
Price -typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr- power amplifier. 

;: �
ound. Headphone-Y-yes, N- no. 
ower-ou

�
ut power in watts, per Remote -Y-yes, N - no. 

l4l 
channel, R S. Size - width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs-MM/MC- phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, l-line (CO, aux 
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n 
etc) , T ·tape. 
A/V- includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
logic decoder and amplification. � 

Key to amplifiers Type: lnt-integrated, Pre- preampli-
Price - typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr- power amplifier. 

�
ound. Head phone- Y· yes, N- no. 
ower- ou

�
ut power in watts, per Remote -Y- yes, N -no. 

channel, R S. Size-width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs- MM/MC- phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, l-line (CD, aux r:�t�':N� ���;;

�
���� -

i
�t::s���1e���

n 
etc) , T- tape. 
A/V- includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
logic decoder and amplification. 
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� Model lil .. � 1)1 Size Special 

Aiwa XA-003 140 lnt N 40 MM,2L,1T y N 2 speaker circuits Audio Research VT150 14900 Pwr N 130 37,31,56 Monoblocks, tube 
Aiwa XA-950 230 lnt N 100 MM/MC,2L,2T y y 2 speaker circuits Audiolab 8000C 460 Pre N MM/MC, 1T,3T y N 45,8,36 2 palfs of outputs 
Albarry-AP3 300 Pre N 3L, IT N N Audiolab 8000A 4BO 1nl N 60 MM,MC, IT.3T y N 45,8,36 Preout/rnain in 
Albarry AP4 350 Pre N MM,4L,IT N N Audiolab 8000P 650 Pwr 100 N 45,8,36 Bi-wire speaker terminals 
Albarry PPi 400 lnt N 45 N N Audiolab 8000M 700 Pwr 125 N 45,8,36 Single monoblock 
Albarry PP1 430 lnt N 45 MM,4L,2T N N Audiolab 8000PPA 800 Pre N MM/MC 45,8,36 Phono prearnplifier 
Albarrv PPI Audiophile 500 lnt N 45 MM,MC.4L. IT N N Audio! ink Sterling 11 350 lnt N 60 MM/MC N N 43,7,270 Available in chrome 
Albarrv S508 500 Pwr 50 Aud<olink P400 467 Pre N 41 N N 43,7,270 Available in chrome 
Albarrv M408 850 Pwr 50 2x monoblocks Audiolink PR401 5B3 Pwr N 100 N N 43,10,37 Available in chrome 
AlbarrvM100B 1100 Pwr 100 2x monoblocks Aura VA80 280 lnt N 45 5L,1T y N 43,6,31 Chrome linish, £50 extra 
Albarrv AP2 1500 Pre N MM/MC.4L,1T N N Aura VA100 330 lnt N 70 MM,4L,1T y N 43,6,31 Chrome finish add £50 
Alchemist Kraken/pre An V 0 Pre N MM,3L,2T N N 25,9,25 Stainless steel/gold finish AVI S2000MA 599 Pwr 90 
Alchemist Kraken/Pwr An iv 0 Pwr 60 N N 32,9,25 Stainless steel/gold finish AVI S2000MP 749 Pre N 5L,1T N 31,25,9 
Alchemist Kraken/Pre 380 Pwr 60 32,9,25 Bridgable AVI S2000M1 799 lnt N 100 4L. 1T y 31,25,9 
Alchemist Kraken/mono 380 Pwr N 60 N N 32,9,25 AVI S2000MM 1099 Pwr 150 2x monoblocks 
Alchemist Kraken 395 Pre N 5L, IT N N 25,9,25 Bridging circuil built-in AVI S2000A 1499 Pwr N 250 43,50,9 
Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 399 lnt N 60 3L.2T N N 32,9,25 MM £45 option Beard VM-P 795 Pre N MM/MC.3L. IT N N Hybrid tube/MOSFET 
Alchemist Kraken Anniv 499 In! N 60 MM,3L,2T N N 25,9,25 Stainless steel/gold linish Beard CA-35 995 Pre N MM/MC,3L, IT N N Tube Class A 
Alchemist Forseti 899 In! N 100 4L.2T N N 47,10,39 Beard VMI-50 995 1nl N 50 MM/MC,3L, IT N N Hybrid tube/MOSFET 
Alchemist Freya 1020 Pre N 6L,1T N N 31,7,30 Beard P-35 !395 Pwr 35 N N Tube. Class A 
Alchemist Odin 1020 Pwr 80 31,14,30 Stereo Beard CA-506 1695 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N N Tube. Class A 
Alchemist Genesis 1525 P1r'lr 110 25,14,30 Pair monoblocks Beard A-70 2895 Pwr 70 N N Monoblock, tube, Class A 
AMC AV81 Control 289 Pre y 8L.2T N y Beard M-1 000 5900 Pwr N 100 Pair monoblocks 
AMC 2445 299 Pwr 45 4 channels Bryston .4 641 Pre y 4L, IT N N 48,5,25 
AMC 1030 379 Pre N MM N N Bryston BP1 673 Pre y MM or MC N N 4B,5,25 Phono stepup, bal & unbal 
AMC 2030 449 Pwr 30 Brvston 2B-LP 750 Pwr y 75 N N 48,5,25 Bndgable 
AMC S84 479 Pre y 8L N y Multiroom, bal/unbal inputs Brvston BP4 802 Pre y 4L, IT N N 48,5,25 Balanced out 
AMC AV81 H.T. Control 499 Pre y 8L,2T N N As AV81 plus Dolby Pro Log" Brvston BP5 889 Pre y MM/MC,3L, IT N N 48,5,25 MM or MC, balanced out 
AMC CVf3030 529 In! N 30 6L.1T y N Tube amp Bryston BP20 1126 Pre y Bl,IT N N 48,5,25 Balanced in/out 
Analooue Saturn 75 Pre N MM N N Bryston 3B-NRB 1159 Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,23 Bndgable, bal & unbalanced 
Anaiogue Saturn MC 75 Pre N MC N N Bryston THX3B 1262 Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,23 2 channels, THX approved 
Analogue Jupitor 330 lnt N 30 MM.4L,IT N N Brvston 4B-NRB 1756 Pwr y 300 N N 48,13,39 Bridgable, bal & unbalanced 
Arcam Alpha 5 230 lnt N 40 MM.3L,2T y N 43,8,30 Bypassable tone controls Brvston 7B-NRB 1815 Pwr y 500 N N 48,13,39 Single monoblock 
Arcam Alpha 6 330 lnt N 50 MM.3L,2T y y 43,8,30 Remote volume facility Brvston THX4B 1858 Pwr y 300 N N 48,13,39 2 channels, THX approved 
Arcam Delta 290 480 Pwr N 75 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 43,9,30 Brvston THX7B t917 Pwr y 500 N N 48,13,39 1 channel, THX approved 
Arcam Delta 290 480 lnt N 75 4L.2T y y 43,9,32 Opt MM/MC phono module Bryston 8B-NRB 2195 Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,39 4 channels, brid9eable 
Arcam Delta 11 OS 520 Pre N MM/MC.3L.2T y y 43.7,30 As Delta 110, w/o DAC Bryston THX8B 2400 Pwr y 150 N N 48,13,39 4 channels. THX approved 
Arcam Delta 120.2 550 Pwr N 100 y N 43,9,30 Bridgeable CAT SL 1 Sig line 5500 Pre N 3L,1T N 31,48,14 2 outputs, valve 
Area m Delta 110 750 Pre N MM/MC,2L.2T y y 43,7.30 On-board DAC, 2 inputs CAT SLI Sig phono 6000 Pre N MM,2L N 31,48,14 2 outputs, valve 
Arian Kes 850 Pwr N 18 With volume control CAT JLI 13500 Pwr N 200 
Arian Elektra 999 lnt N 18 4L, IT N N Class A valve Chord SPM800 1749 Pwr 160 
Arian Elektra Ph 1199 In! N 18 MM.3L,1T N N Phono version of Elektra Chord SPM1000 2150 Pwr 200 
Art Audio VPL 699 Pre N 6L.2T N N Chord SPM 1200 2995 Pwr 250 
Art Audio VPA 750 Pre N M/MC,3L,IT N N Chord SPM3000 5327 Pwr 250 4 amps for biamping 
Art Audio VP1 880 Pre N MM,3L, 1T N N Classe Audio Audio 3D 1320 Pre N MM/MC,4L.1l R 48,7,28 
Art Audio Quintet 1156 Pwr 15 Class A triode Classe Audio Audio 70 1399 Pwr 75 48.12,30 Stngle ended, tialanced 
Art Audio lniB(Ira 1395 In! N 30 5L,2T N N Classe Audio Audio 4L 1697 Pre N 5L.IT N 48,9,34 Remote option 
Art Audio Concerto 1628 Pwr 30 2x mono Class A lriode Classe Audio Audio 4 1735 Pre N MM/MC,4L 1T N 48,9,34 Remote option 
Art Audio Tempo 1980 Pwr 30 2x mono Class A triode Classe Audio Audio 10 2299 Pwr 125 48,17,42 S1ngle ended, bal bridgable 
Art Audio Maestro 2960 Pwr 10 2x mono Class A triode Classe Audio Audio 5L 11 2395 Pre N 5L, IT N 48,15,43 Remote option 
Audio Innovation L 1 299 Pre N 3L, IT N N 25,10,30 Classe Audio Audio 5 11 2657 Pre N MM/MC,4L. 1T N 48,15,43 Remote option 
Audio Innovation Alto 329 lnt N 35 4L,2T N N 43,8,30 Classe Audio Audio 15 3399 Pwr 175 48,19,42 Single ended, bal bridgable 
Audio I Ser 200 Pre 349 Pre N MM.3L,T N N 50,12,30 Classe Audio Audio 6L 11 3469 Pre N 5L, IT N 48,15,43 Remote option, sep PSU 
Audio Innovation T2 399 Pre N MC N N 12,16,8 Phone stepup Classe Audio Audio 6 11 3817 Pre N MM/MC,4L. 1T N 48,15,43 Remote option, sep PSU 
Audio I Ser 200 Pwr 499 Pwr N 12 N N 50,12,30 Classe Audio Audio 25 4639 Pwr 250 48,20,53 Sinole ended, bal bridoable 
Audio Innovation Ser 300 499 lnt N 10 MM.3L.Il N N 50,12,30 Classe Audio Audio M-70 7690 Pwr 700 48,19,44 S1ngle ended, bal monoblock 
Audio Innovation P2 679 Pre N MM N N 50,12,30 Phono stage Classe Audio Audio M-10 09968 Pwr 1k 48,22,53 S1ngle ended, bal monoblock 
Audio Innovation L2 699 Pre N 4L.1T N N 50,12,30 Concordant Exhilerant 900 Pre N 5L N N 6 tube pre. wood case option 
Audio Innovation Ser 800 849 Pwr N 25 N N 41,15,34 Concordant Exquisite 1950 Pre N 5L N N 10 tubes, 2 line out, ext PSU 
Audio I Classic 25 899 lnt N 25 4L,1T N N 46,15,34 Kit amplifier Conrad-Johnson PV1 OAL 995 Pre N 5L N N Line version of PV -1 OA 
Audio Innovation P2MC 899 Pre N MM/MC N N 50,12,30 Phono stage Conrad-Jollnson PV-1 OA 1250 Pre N MC,4L N N Tube 
Audio Innovation Ser 500 999 lnt N 25 MM.3L,2T N N 41,15,34 Conrad-Johnson PV-12L 2250 Pre N 5L N N Line version of PV -12 
Audio Innovation Ser 700 999 lnt N 25 4UT N N 41,15,34 Conrad-Johnson PV-12 2750 Pre N MC.4L N N Tube 
Audio Innovation 1 000 1499 Pwr N 50 N N 41,15,34 Monoblocks C-J Premier 11 A 3500 Pwr N 70 Baby Premier 8 
Audio I First Audio 1549 Pwr N 7 5  N N 41,15,34 C-J Premier 10 3900 Pre N 5L N N Line version of Premier 7B 
Audio Innovation 1 OOOSE 2249 Pwr N 50 N N 41,15,34 Silver circuit board C-J Evolution 20 SP EO 6700 Pre N MC,4L N N Poor man's Premier 78 
Audio I 2nd Audio 2999 Pwr N 15 N N 41,15,34 Monoblocks C-J Premier 12 7000 Pwr N 140 Monoblock pair 
Audio Note Ongaku 22411 lnt N 26 6L N N Single-ended Class A tube C-J Premier 7B 11000 Pre N MC,4L N N Ext PSU, twin mains leads 
Audio Note Oto 1250 lnt N 24 MM/MC,4L,1T N N C-J Premier 8A 16000 Pwr N 275 Monoblocks, price per pair 
Audio Research LS-3 1599 Pre N 5L, IT N N 48,14,26 1 direct input Copland CSA 14 999 lnt N 60 MM,3L,1T N N 43,13,38 Hybrid tube/transistor 
Audio Research PH-1 1649 Pre N MM/MC N N 48,14,26 Phono preamp Copland CTA 301 1250 Pre MM/MC,3L, IT N N 43,13,38 Tube 
Audio Research LS-3b 2250 Pre N 5L. IT N N 48,14,26 1 dlfect input Copland CTA30 1 1250 Pre N MM.3L, IT N N 43,13,38 Tube, soft start 
Audio Research VT60 2430 Pwr N 35 N N SE tube 2x monoblocks Copland CTA-501 1420 Pwr 30 43,18,38 Tube 
Audio Research LS-2 2796 Pre N 5L.1T N N 4B,14,26 1 dlfect inpuVhybrid Copland CTA501 1420 Pwr N 30 2L N N 43,18,38 Tube, has vol control 
Audio Research 0-200 2800 Pwr N 110 48,14,31 Single ended, balanced Copland CTA401 1495 lnt N 30 MM3L.IT N N 43,18,38 Tube pusll/pull ultra-linear 
Audio Research SP911 2850 Pre N MM/MC.4L.2T N N 48,14,26 Hybnd Copland CTA-504 1750 Pwr 50 43,18,38 Switchable tetrode/triode 
Audio Research PH-2 2895 Pre N MM/MC N N 4B, 14,26 Balanced Cop land CT A504 1750 Pwr N 50 N N 43,18,38 Switchable tetrode/triode 
Audio Research LS-2b 3355 Pre N 5L, IT N N 4B, 14,26 1 balanced direct inpuVIwbri Counterpoint Solid 1 EM 895 Pwr 100 25,6,27 Mono 
Audio Research V35 3355 Pwr N 30 48,1 B,37 Balanced in, hybrid Counterpoint Solid 8E 1075 Pre N 3L.1T N N 49,6,27 
Audio Research V70 4480 Pwr N 60 48,18,40 Balanced in, hybrid Counterpoint SA-1 OOOE 1095 Pre N MM/MC,3L.1T N N 49,12,32 
Aud<o Research 0-300 4800 Pwr N 160 48,18,33 S1ngle ended, balanced Countel]<lint Solid 1 E 1295 Pwr 100 Mono 
Audio Research LS-5 5290 Pre N 5L.1 r N N 48,14,30 Full balanced in/out Counterpoint SA 1 ODE 1495 Pwr 100 Hybrid 
Audio Research VT130 5600 Pwr N 65 N N Stereo tube, balanced i/p Counterpoint SA-2000E 1595 Pre N 4L,2T N N 49,12.33 
Audio Research D-40011 6200 Pwr N 200 48,23,33 Single ended, balanced Counterpoint Solid 2E 1955 Pwr 200 49,17,49 Hybrid 
Audio Research V140 8960 Pwr N t20 48,22,30 Monoblocks, hybrid Counterpoint SA-3000E 1995 Pre N MM/MC,4L,2T N N 49,12,33 Separate PSU 

. , ., o; I . , · I  . , ' ,. ' . , . I 

I Audiolab 800Q8 450 lnt N 60 MM,MC. IT.3T y N 45,8,36 Preout/main in I I Audiolab 8QQQ,II_ 450 1nl N 60 MM,MC,1T,3T y N 45,8,36 Preout/main in I 



Model No: ADF-450 

• Do/by 8 & C • Do/by HX-Pro • Feather touch IC Logic Control 
• Amorphous alloy head • Record Mute 

• Anti-Modulation Tape Stabiliser (AMTS) • Fine Bias adjustment 
• System remote capable • 8 point LED Level Indicator • Music Sensor 

• Timer Operation • Auto tape selector • PC.OCC Wire 
Considerable time and effort has gone into the creation of the Bill Hutchinson Innovation Award Scheme, drawing from 

more than two decades of experience and expertise. The Innovation Award is designed to assist you in identifving state of 
the art equipment that matc�es your expectations whilst being of build quality that ensures many years of enjoyment. 
A long-term association with a professional dealer has real benefits and will serve as your personal contact for 
information and advice on the Manufacturers latest Innovations. 

If it is not possible to visit a Bill Hutchinson Hi·Fi AV Centre, simply contact the Manufacturer for details of your nearest 
authorised stockist. 

AIWA 081•897 7000 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

• GLASGOW 43 Hope Street. Tel: 041·248 2857 • EDINBURGH 43 South Clerk Street. Tel: 031·667 2877 

LEEDS 26·28 Woodhouse Lone. Tel: 0532 427777 • NEWCASTLE 87A Clayton Street. Tel: 091·230 3600 

• MANCHESTER 50/52 Deansgate. Tel: 061-832 1600 



Key to amplifiers 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest 
pound. 
Power-output power in watts, per 
channel, RMS. 
Inputs· MM/MC· phono moving coil 
and moving magnet, L -line (CO, aux 
etc). T-tape. 
A/V· includes Oolby Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 

Type: lnt ·integrated, Pre- preamp\i
fier, Pwr-power amplifier. 
Head phone-V- yes, N ·no. 
Remote -Y- yes, N -no. 
Size-width x height x depth in cm. 
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The Directory for full test results. . li 
Model 

Fullers Pre 1 + 

Fullers AID 
Gamma Phonostl'JJB 
Gamma Acoustics ERA 
Gamma Space Reference 
Gamma Acoustics Spage 

Gamma Era Reference 
Gamma Acoustics Rhyth 

Gamma Acoustics Aeon 
Gamma Aeon Signature 
Gamma Space Signature 
Gamma Era Signature 
Grant COlD 
Grant GIOOP 

Grant G50A 
Grant G 1 OOAMS 
Grant G350A 
Grant G200AMS 

Grundig V210 
Grundig VI 
Grundig V31 0 
Grun(jigV2 

Grundig V3 
GT Audio Pre 
GT Audio Pwr 
Harman-Kardon HK6250 

Harman-Kardon PA21 00 
Harman-Kardon HK 1400 

Harman-Kardon HK6350 
Harman-Kardon HK6550 
Harman-Kardon AP2500 
Harman-Kardon PA2200 
Harman-Kardon HK6650 
Harman-Kardon HK6850 
Harman-Kardon PA2400 
Harman-Kardon HK6950 
Heybrool< Integra 

Inca T ech Oberon Pre 
Inca Tech Oberon Pwr 

Inca T ech Dberon 
Jadis DEFY-P60 
Jadis JPL 
Jadis JPP-200 
Jadis DEFY-7 
Jadis JA30 
Jadis JP-30MC 

Jadis JP-S2 
Jadis JA80 
Jadis JP-80MC 

Jadis JA-200 

Jadis JP-200MC 
Jadis JA-500 
JVC AX-A472BK 
JVC AX-R562BK 

JVC AX-A662BK 
KAL Maglcian 
KAL Harlequin 
KAL Empress 
KAL Emperor 

KAL Conqueror 
Kenwood KA-1 030 
Kenwood KA-2060R 
Kenwood KA-3020 

Kenwood KA-3020SE 

Kenwood KA-3060R 
Kenwood KA-5020 

Kenwood KA-4050R 
Kenwood KA-V3700 

Kenwood KA-5050R 
Kenwood KA-7050R 
Kenwood KA-V7700 
Kenwood KA-V8500 
Krell KSL-2 
Kreli KSA-50s 
Krell KRC-2s 

Krell KSA-IOOs 

Krell KRCs 
Kreli KSA-200s 
Krell KSA-300s 
KreiiKAS. 2 
Krell KA.S. 
Lecson 380X 
Lecson Stereo 383X 
Lecson Ouattra 
Lecson Quattra Plus 

. . . . 
I luJdiolab 80001\ 

... 
�· 

649 

1200 
599 

1999 
3499 

3499 
3499 
4999 
6999 

8999 

19999 

20000 
482 
764 

1128 
1528 
3455 
3760 

130 

150 
170 

200 

250 

1500 

2000 

279 
349 
399 

399 
429 
499 
579 

749 
899 
899 

1299 

550 

350 
400 

450 

3774 
4720 
4778 
5290 

5760 
6444 

7900 
9912 

11250 
15518 

19000 

21900 

250 

250 

330 
550 

750 
3660 
4375 

12500 
140 
170 

170 

200 

230 
230 

280 

300 
350 
500 
600 
700 

3331 
3690 

4190 

5843 

6949 

7987 

9500 
18804 
29500 

255 
295 
420 
655 

450 

HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 101 
Key to amplifiers Type: lnt-integrated, Pre- preampli-
Price -typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr ·power amplifier. 

�
ound . Headphone-Y- yes, N -no. 
ower-ou

�
ut power in watts, per Remote -Y- yes, N - no. 

channel, R 5. Size-width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs-MM/MC· phono moving coil 
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n and moving magnet, l·line (CD, aux 
et c), T -tape. 
A/V· includes Dol by Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
Logic decoder and amplification. 
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� " !!1 ll: Size Special 

Pre N 6L,2T N N 48,9,30 No phono option hard wired 

Pwr 10 48,13,30 Single ended Class A 
Pre N N N 14,14,30 Add on for Gamma preamps 
Pre N N 44,17,30 
lnt N 18 N 43,22,31 Line integrated 
Pwr N 18 N 43,22,31 
Pre N N 44,17,30 

Pwr N 25 N 38,30,53 Sin le ended Class A 

Pwr N 30 N 29,21,53 Single ended Class A, mono 

Pwr N 30 N 29,21,53 Single ended Class A, mono 

Pwr N 18 N 44,21,53 Single ended Class A, mono 

Pre N N 44,24,39 
Pre N 4L N N 

Pre N MM,2L,IT N N 

Pwr 60 Monoblocks 
Pwr 100 
Pwr 350 
Pwr 200 Monoblocks 
In! N 50 MM,5L.IT y y 36,12,35 Pre-main split 

lnt N 50 MM,5L IT y y 43,14,30 Tone defeat 
In! N 70 MM,5L.IT y y 36,12,30 Pre-main split 
In! N 80 MM.5L,IT y y 43,14,30 Tone defeat 

lnt N 120 MM,5L,IT y y 43,14,30 Pre-main split 

Pre N MM.3L.IT N N Regulated HT/LT PSU 

Pwr N 30 N N Triode switchable (15w) 
lnt N 33 MM,3L.2T N N 45,11,37 

Pwr 45 45,11,37 
In! N 40 MM/MC,3L,21 N N 45,11,37 

lnt N 25 MM,6L.2T y y 45,11,37 

In! N 60 MMIMC,3L,2T y N 45,14,37 
Pre N MM/MC 6L,2T N N 45,11,35 
Pwr 70 45,14,38 
In! y 70 MM/MC,4L,2T y y 45,14,37 Video circuitry 
In! y 85 MMIMC,4L,2T y N 45,16,40 Video circuitry 
Pwr 120 45,16,41 

lnt y 120 MMIMC5L,2T y y 45,16,40 Vrdeo circurtry 
lnt N 70 4L, IT y N 

Pre N MM/MC,6L 2T N N 43,8,22 CD direct & Two outputs 
Pwr 70 y N 43,8,22 Two inputs 
lnt N MMIMC,6L,2T y N 43,8,22 Preout, biwire 
Pre N MMIMC,4L,IT 43,17,30 Tube 
Pre N 5L,IT 43,17,30 Tube 
Pre N 4L,IT 
Pwr 100 49,23,63 Tube 
Pwr 30 21.21.46 Tube, I x monoblock 
Pre N MMIMC.4L.IT 

Pre N 6,1T 
Pwr 60 23,26,58 Tube, I x monoblock 
Pre N MM/MC,4L, IT 

Pwr 160 26,23,58 Tube, monoblock (four boxes) 
Pre N MM/MC,5L, 1l 

Pwr 400 28,36,79 Tube, monoblock (four boxes) 
In! N 65 MM,3L,2T y N 44,15,36 
lnt N 80 MM,3L,2T y y 44,15,31 
In! N 90 MMIMC.3L.2T y N 44,13,31 
Pre N 3L, IT y N Tube 
Pre N MM/MC.2L. IT y N Tube 
Pre N MMI/MC,2L.I T y N Tube 
Pwr 9 Srn le ended tube Class A 
In! N 30 MMIMC.3L, IT N N 
In! N 65 MM.3L,2T y N 44 wide 
In! N 65 MM.3L.2T y y 44 System control 
lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N 44 wide 
In! N 50 MM.3L.2T y N 44 wide UK Special Edition 
In! N 45 MM 3L 2T y y 44 wide System control 
lnt N 80 MM,3L,2T y N 44 wrde 
lnt N 70 MM.3L.2T y y 44 wide System control 
In! y 100 MM.4L 2T y y 44 wide System control 
In! N 95 MM 3L.2T y y 44 wide System control 
In! N 100 MM 3L,2T y y 44 wide System control 
lnt y 45 MM,IIL,IT y y 44 wide 5 pre-outs, learning remote 
lnt y 55 MM Ill, IT y y 44 wide 5 pre-outs, learning remote 
Pre N 4L IT 14 N 48,7,36 Opt. MM/MC slaQe 
Pwr 50 48,22,40 Sustained Plateau Bias 
Pre N 6L IT N y 48,7,36 Oot MM/MC staqe 
Pwr N 100 48,22,50 Sustained Plateau Bia 
Pre N 6L,IT N y 48,7,36 Opt MM/MC stage 
Pwr N 200 48,22,54 Sustained Plateau Bias 
Pwr N 300 48,22,62 Sustamed Plateau B1as 
Pwr N 200 N N S. Plateau Bias 2x mono 
Pwr N 350 48,34,64 Monoblocks 
In! N 35 MM MC.6L N N 44,6,27 
In! N 60 MM·MC 6L y N 44,6,27 
lnt N 30 MM, MC � NIA 14 N 44,6,27 Pre out/main in 
lnt N 50 MM/MC+ NIA N N 44,6,27 Separate PSU 

' . I 

lnt N 60 MM.MC. IT.3T y N 45,8.36 Preout/main in I 



BEST PRICES IJUIJBIJIITEED 

ALL 

BILL HUTCHINSON 

HI-FI SHOPS 

ARE DEDICATED 

AUDIO VISUAL 

CENTRES 

ALL 

BRANCHES 

ARE MAJOR 

LASER DISC 

STOCKISTS 

Hi-Fi · CD · Audio Visual Centre 

T H E  P R  0 F E  S S  0 N A L S 

W hen you purchase from Bill Hutchinson 

you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi 

HEAR KENWOOD'S INNOVATION WINNING AV AMPLIFIER 

from the best name for Hi-Fi. 

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy 

ensure you obtain an excellent deal. 

My staff and I look forward to being of 

service to you. Y}Jz,LL 

PRICE PLEIHJE 

Should you find any local dealer offering 
a better price for goods currently in stock at 

Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting retailer, 
we will better that deal. 

YAMAHA DSP-2070 -AV AMPLIFIER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 

KENW OOD KRV 6060- AV RECEIVER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 

PIONEER PDS-703 -CD PLAYER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 

MARANTZ 1020 -LYFE STYLE SYSTEM -INNOVATION WINNER '94 

AIWAAD-450 -CASSETIE DECK -INNOVATION WINNER '94 

KEF lOO -CENTRE SPEAKERS -INNOVATION WINNER '94 

'--------------------' NC UX-C7 -AV AMPLIFIER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 

LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS ASK FOR DETAILS 

THE lARGEST SElECTION OF QUAliTY HI-FI AND AUDIO VISUAl SYSTEMS 
LEEDS MANCHESTER NEWCASTLE GLASGOW 
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Model l 

1Jil PllOnOStaae MMO 399 
LFD lntecratild ero 499 
iJ'!l 'nestaae LSC 499 
1Jil Powerstage PAO 499 
l.FO lnt Zero (Ph) 679 
LFD MC1 PhonOstage 949 
LFD LS1 Unestaae 999 
LFll i'A1 Powerstooe 999 
LFD PPS 999 
[FD lntagra!iiil1 1099 
LF D Phonostage M C2 1499 �1599 

1599 
1750 

TFD UnestaaelSB 1 999 
LFD Powerntage PA2M 
lFD Disc Preamp 
Llnn Maiik·1 Line) 
Unn LK100 
'1Tni1 Mai1k·1 !PI'ooo 
Unn Kairn Pro 
Linn Kaim Preamp 

-� PP40 
PP1 

Lum RBference LVf 

Lumlev Reference ST 40 
Lumfey Reference P V1 
Lumley Reference ST70 
1umTeVReference �120 
Lumlev Reference M500 
t.uxmanl570 
Lynwood Doal 
Lynwood Ruby 
Magnum lA 120 

IIMaanum uartet 
Maanum MF125 

1999 
4499 

524 
549 
593 
998 

1398 
1895 

325 
325 
325 

1000 
1250 
1500 
1950 
3200 

12000 
3750 

685 
985 
249 
329 
515 

IE
595 
599 

1295 
180 

Marantz PM«SEII 
Marantz PM·43 

1 Marantz MA·500 
Marantz PM·53 

11 Marantz PM·52SE 
Marantz PM·54SE 
Marantz PM-63 
Marantz PM-700AV *" 
�arantz PM-8011 
Marantz AV·500 
Marantz PM,SOSE _ 
Mark Levinson flo 25 
Mark Lev'"son 29 
Mar1<Levinson 27.5 
Mark Levinson No 26 
�nson 23.s·· 
Mai1i levinson 20.6 I� 
Mclntosh C712 
Mclnlosh C38 
Mc ntosh MC7150 
MCintosh C39 • 
Mc ntosh !l40 
1>1Cinfosh MC71 06 
Mclntosh MC7300 

200 
200 
250 
250 
300 
300 
300 
450 
480 
550 
650 

2950 
3450 
5399 
5450 
7399 

15790 
2300 
3500 
1095 
1295 
2095 
2295 
2795 
2795 
2995 
3195 �3595 
5395 
9595 

Merid'�n 501 595 
Meridian 555 595 
Meridian 562 625 
Merkf�n 551 695 
Meridian 501 V 745 
Merid'lai1562 V 825 
Merid'�n 601 2750 
Metaxas lkarus 11 1350 
Melaxas Charisma 1525 
Melaxas lraklis 1625 
Metaxas MarQuis 2250 

Key to amplifiers 
Price - typical retail, to nearest �ound . 

ewer- ou� ut power in watts, per 
channel, R 5. 
Inputs- MM/MC- phone moving coil 
and moving magnet, l- line (CD, aux 
etc), T- tape. 
A/V- includes Dol by Surround or Pro 
logic decoder and amplification. 
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� 0 "0 0 
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Pre N MM, MC N 
lnt N 50 5L,1T N 
Pre N 5L,1T N 
Pwr N 50 N 
lnt N 50 MMIMC,5L, 1T N 
Pre N MC N 
Pre N 4L,1T N 
Pwr N 60 N 
Pre N 2L,1T N 
lnt N 65 MMIMC,4L,1T N 
Pre N MC N 
Pre N 4L,1T N 
Pwr N 75 N 
Pre N MMIMC,4L, tT N 
Pre N 4L,1T N 
Pwr N 90 N 
Pre N MC N 
lnt N 33 4L,2T y 

Pwr 50 
lnt N 33 MM,MC,3L,2T y 

Pre N 4L, 2T N 
Pre N MM, MC 3L,2T N 
Pwr 80 
Pre N 6L,1T 
Pre N 6L,1T 
Pre N 6L,1T 
Pre N 6L,1T N 
Pwr N 40 30,40,17 N 
Pre N MM,5L, 1T N 
Pwr N 70 N 
Pwr N 120 
Pwr N 
In I N 50 MM/MC,4L,3T N 
In I N 80 7L,1T N 
Pwr 120 
In I N 50 MM,5L,2T y 

lnt N 36 MM,3L,2T y 

Pwr 140 
Pwr 180 
lnt N 60 MMIMC,3L, 1T N 
Pwr 280 
lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y 

lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y 

lnt N 55 MM,3L,2T y 

Pwr N 125 
lnt N 65 MM,3L,2T y 

lnt N 70 MM/MC,3L,2T y 

lnt N 65 MM/MC,3L,2T y 

lnt N 70 MM.3L,2T y 

lnt y 45 MM,5L,2T y 

lnt N 100 MM/MC,4L,2T y 

Pre y MM,7L,2T N 
lnt N 110 MM/MC,3L,3T y 

Pre N MM.3L,2T N 
Pwr 50 
Pwr 100 
Pre N MM,3L,2T N 
Pwr 200 
Pwr 100 
Pre y 6L,2T N 
Pre y MMIMC,5L,2T N 
Pwr N 100 
Pre N 6L, 2T y 

Pre N MM, 5L,3T y 

Pwr N 150 N 
Pre y MM, I OL (6 V1d) y 

Pre N MM , 6L, 3T y 

Pwr y 100 N 
Pwr N 300 N 
Pwr N 75 N 
Pwr N 600 N 
Pwr N 100 N 
Pre N MM,4L,T y 

Pwr 60 N 
Pre N MM,8L,l6D N 
lnt N 55 MM,4L T 
Pre y MM,4L,T y 

Pre y MM,8L,T,6D N 
Pre N MM,4L,T y 

lnt N 40 MM/MC,3L, 1T N 
Pre N MMIMC,3L,2T 
Pwr N 50 
Pre N MMIMC,3L,2T 

.1�(1 lnt N R.O MM Mr. 1 T .1T 

Type: lnt- integrated, Pre- preampli-
fier, Pwr- power amplifier. 
Headphone- Y- yes, N - no. 
Remote- Y- yes, N - no. 
Size- width x height x depth in cm. 
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The Directory for fuU test results. 
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!t Size Special 

N 30,6,37 Switchable MM/MC 
N 30,6,37 Hand made, custom parts 
N 30.6,37 Zero feedback 
N 30,6,37 Slereo MOSFET 
N 30,6,37 Phono slepup, zero feecback 
N 30,7,36 Discrete circuit 
N 48,7,33 Zero feecback 
N 48,7,33 MOSFETs, custom parts 
N 13,6,27 Switched attenuator, passive 
N 48,7,37 More powertul lnt Zero 
N 30,7,36 Hand tuned MC1 
N 48,7,37 Hand tuned LS1 
N 48.7,33 Hand tuned PA 1 
N 48,7,37 As LS2 wilh phono st� 
N 48,7,37 Balanced LS2 
N 30,7,37 Mono PA2 
N 30,5.36 Banery powered 
N 32,8,33 Works as prelinl multi room 

32,8,33 Stereo 
N 32,8,33 As line Ma'ik 
N 32,8,33 Multi·room compatible 
N 32,8,32 Multi-room compatible 

32,8,33 Stereo, tri-wire connectors 
N 36,46,6 Passive, bolts lo ST70 
N 29,40,6 Bolts to ST 40 

29,44,6 Passive, stand alone 
N 29,44,6 Active valve circuit 
N Pentode. 6ohm optimised 
N Phono version of LV1 
N 36,46,18 Switchable lriocelpenloce 

29,44,t8 2xmono. trioce/pentoce 
N 35,80,30 2xmono. lrioce/pentoce 
N 44,18,47 Class A 
N 

N 
N 

Monoblocks 
Monoblocks 

N 
Monoblocks 

N 42,14,28 Audiophile components 
N 42,14,28 
N 42,14,30 

9,15,45 O·bus, monoblocks. bridgabl 
y 42.14,30 
N 42,16,34 Audiophile components 
N 42,16,34 Audiophile components 
y 42,14,30 
y 42,16,34 Dolby Pro Logic 
N 42,17,34 
y 42,10,34 Dolby Pro Logic 
N 42,17,34 Audiophile components 
N 

N 

Monoblocks, Class A 
N Line stage 
N 

y 

y Multi·room, balanced oul 
N 
y Two zone, THX compatable 
N Balanced in/out 
N SIX channel THX amp 
N 
N Classic valve amp 
N 
N Monoblocks 
N 33,9,34 MC option, svslem handsel 
N 33,9,32 Stereo 
N 33,9,34 Digital main out. MC option 

33,9,34 MC option 
N 33,9,34 As 501, plus video switching 
N 33,9,34 As 562, plus video switching 
y OSP tone control, MC option 
N 40,7,40 
N 36,6,29 Separale PSU 

43,18,37 
N 29,7,45 Separate PSU 

N 4� R 1R PrP.n11f/m::�in in 

li 
Model 

Metaxas SO 1la1Ce 
Melaxas Ooulence 

I� 
Michell lso HR 
Michell Alecto Stereo 
Michell Argo HR 
Michell AJecto Mono 
Mic hi RH C·1 0 
Michi RHB-05 
Michi RH0·10 
Michi RHA· 1 0 
MlchlRHB-1 
Mission PSX·R 
Mission Gyrus Ill 
Moth 30 Passive 

Moth 30 RIAA-
Moth 30 Series Power 
Moth 30 Active 
Moth 30 RIAA 1 OOVA 
Moth 30 Active 1DDVA 
Mus·RdThe Preamp 

Musical FidelitY A 1.3 
Mus·Rd Preamp 8 
Mus·Rd Tvohoon 
Musical FidelitY A 120 
Musical FTclelity MA65 
Musical Fidelity F22 
Musical FKJelitYFX 
Musical Fidell!YiiJOOil 
Musical FidelitY F15 
Musical FideliiVF18 
NAD 302 
NAD Monitor 1000 
NAD 304 -
NAD Monitor 21 DO 

NAD Monitor 1 OOOS 
NAD 306 
NAD Monitor 2700 
NAD Monitor 208 
Nairn NAP90/ 3 
Naim NAC92 
Naim NAC72 
Naim NAP140 
Naim NAP180 
Naim NAP135 
Naim NAP250 
Naim NACS2 
Naim NAC52 
Nakamichi IA3 
Nakamichi IA2 

Nakamichi lA 1 
NVA P-50 
I# A AP·20C D 
l'NA AP·20 
NVA P·90 
i'NA TSS]I'i'e 

NVAAP·35CD 
NVAA60 
NVAA70 
NVAAP·35 
NVAA80 
NVAT1S 
NVA TCS 
NVAIDS 
NVA TSS (Power) 
I'NA rus 

Onix OA30 
Onix OA24 
Onix OA401 

Onix 0A21S 
Onlx OA31 
Onix OA601 
Onix OA801 
Onkyo A801 
Onk)o A803 
Onk o A·911 
Onkyo A850 
Orelle SC·200 
OreJle SA-0 20.3 
Orelle SP·150 
PaoW.rth PPA6 
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Key to amplifiers 
Price · typical retail, to nearest �ound. 

ower- ou�ut power in watts, per 
channel, R S. 
Inputs- MM/MC- ph ono moving coil 
and moving magnet, L -line (CD, aux 
etc), T · tape. 
A/V- includes Dolby Surround or Pro 
Logic decoder and amplification. 

,. .. 
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1il i !11 fi !ll 

2350 Pwr N 130 
5500 Pre N MMIMC.3L,2T 
5990 Pwr N 100 

393 Pre N MM or MC N 
689 Pre N 3L,1T N 
850 Pre N MM or MC N 

1 t50 Pwr N 50 N 
1300 Pre N 3L,1T N 
1879 Pwr N 100 N 

795 Pre N 5L 
995 Pwr N 100 
995 Pre N MM,MC 
995 Pre N 5L 

1650 Pwr N 200 
300 N N 
500 In I N 50 MM,5L,1T y 

149 Pre N 31., IT N 
199 Pre N MM/MC, N 
239 Pwr 30 
249 Pre N 4L,1T N 
299 Pre N MM/MC N 
349 Pre N 4L,1T N 
219 Pre N 4L,2T N 
329 lnt N 25 MM,MC.3L, 1T N 
349 Pre N MMIMC,3L, 1T N 
349 Pwr N 45 
549 lnt N 40 MMIMC,3L.2T N 
950 Pwr N 65 
999 Pre N 5L,1T N 

1099 Pwr N 90 
1399 lnt N 50 MMIMC,3L, 1T N 
1899 Pwr N 100 
3999 Pwr N 220 

169 In I N 25 MM,3L,2T y 

199 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y 

229 In I N 35 MM,4L,2T y 

299 Pwr 60 
319 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y 

329 lnt N 50 MM,4L,2T y 

459 Pwr 150 
799 Pwr 250 
375 Pwr 30 
405 Pre N 5 (L or T) N 
622 Pre N 2MM/MC, L,2T N 
634 Pwr 45 
898 Pwr 60 

1424 Pwr 70 
1424 Pwr 70 
1880 Pre N 6 (L or T) N 
4741 Pre N 6 (see note) N 

350 In I N 40 3L,2T N 
600 In I N 50 MM/MC,3L,2T y 

750 In I N 80 MMIMC,3L,2T y 

260 Pre N 3L.1T N 
290 lnt N 30 3L,IT N 
340 lnt N 30 MM/MC,3L, 1T N 
340 Pre N 5L. N 
420 Pre N 5L,1T N 
450 1nl N 50 3L,2T N 
470 Pwr 60 
470 Pwr 70 
500 lnt N 50 MM/MC,3L, 1T N 
760 Pwr 70 

1100 In I N 60 5L,1T N 
2100 lnt N 70 5L, IT N 
2600 Pwr 70 
3300 Pwr 70 
5000 Pwr 80 

300 In I N 40 5L.1T y 

400 Pre N MMIMC,2L,2T N 
400 Pwr 50 
430 In! N 50 MM/MC,3L IT N 
480 lnt N 60 MMIMC,4L, IT y 

699 Pwr 70 
849 Pwr 190 
200 lnt N 40 MM,3L 2T y 

260 In I N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y 

350 lnt N 70 MM.3L 2T y 

370 In! N 60 MMIMC,3L,2T y 

400 Pre N 6L,1T N 
499 In! N 60 6l,1T N 
499 Pwr 75 

0 Pre N 6L N 

450 1nl 60 MM.MC, 1T.3T Y 

Type: lnt- integrated, Pre · preampli· 
fier, Pwr ·power amplifier. 
Head phone- Y- yes, N ·no. 
Remote · Y- yes, N - no. 
Size- width x height x depth in cm. 
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!t Size Special 

52,19,42 
N 39,7,45 Separate mains isolated PSU 

52,19,42 Pair monoblocks 
N small Phono staoe 
N 33,7,19 2 pairs outpuls 
N small Phono slage 
N 32,20,36 
N 36,8,22 2 pairs outpuls 
N 32,20,36 

47,8.34 Passive 
47,8,36 
47,8,34 Phono equaliser 

y 47,8,34 Active 
47,19,37 

N 22,8,36 Oulboard PSU 
N 22,8,36 PSX·R oulboard PSU option 
N 
N 

N 
N 
N 
N 44,8,32 XLR, opt phono/digital board 
N 41.6,25 Near Class A, tape monitor 
N 41,6,25 Tape monitor, chrome finish 

44,8,32 XLR in, bridgeable 
N 44.10.35 Class A 

41.6,25 Class A 
y 49.12.33 Optional phonoldigilal boards 

49.12.38 Ball/unbalanced in 
N 49,13,36 Separate PSU 

49,19,38 Sal/unbalanced in/hybrid 
49,19,67 Sal/unbalanced in/hybrid 

N 
N 
N 

N 
N 

THX approvec 
THX approved 

32,56,30 Latest style. Suits 92 
N 44.56.30 Latesl style. Suits 90/3 
N 21.76.30 Ugradable with PSU, MC liP 

21.76.30 
43,76,30 
43.76.30 
43,76,30 

y 43,76,30 
y 43,76,30 Optional phono board 
N 43,7,32 
y 43,12,36 
y 43,12,36 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 

Mono 
N 

Mono 
N 
N 

Mono 

1 x Monoblock 
N 43,77,33 
N 75,23,37 lnlernally switchable MM/MC 

75,23,37 Wilh internal supply for OA24 
N 75,23,37 
N 43,77,33 

75,46,36 Reoulated PSU 
75,46,36 2x monoblocks, massive PSU 

N 46,12,33 
y 46,12,33 
y 28,12,33 Mini component, 4ohm ratin 
y 46,15,35 
N 44,7,28 MM/MC option 
N 44,7,28 MM/MC option, MOSFET 

44.7.28 MOSFET, vdH wiring 
N 25,13,33 Bi-mono valve 

45,8.36 Preoutlmain in 
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Key to amplifiers Type: lnt-integrated, Pre- preampli-
Price ·typical retail, to nearest fier, Pwr-power amplifier. 

�ound. Head phone-Y-yes, N- no. 
ower - ou�ut power in watts, per R emote -Y-yes, N -no. 

channel, R S. Size -width x height x depth in cm. 
Inputs-MM/MC· phone moving coil 
and moving magnet, L -line (CD, aux r:�t��,f� �������i�� -

ip,�e:s���1e���n 
etc), T-tape. 
A/V· includes Dolby Surround or Pro The Directory for full test results. 
Logic decoder and amplification. 

Key to cassette decks Heads- 2- combination recordhplay 

�. 
Price -typical retail, to nearest heads; 3 · independent record play 

1:. 
�����T- twin transports, allowing 

heads, allowing real time off tape 

���;
eJ� ���:����a

b���O�tAu
R
e
����t.'ay m��j:���fj.; X height X depth in Cm. 

reverse. r:�t��n� m��
�
����.

i� t�ea
d
s����e���n 

Dolbb · B �1od B noise reduction), C 
. (zod ), S 24dB). B is standard for The Directory for full test results. 

prerecorded material. 
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� Model .. !!! :: Size Special 

I Papworth PPA51P 0 Pre N MM,MC,6L N N 25,13,33 Bi-mono valve Technics SU-VZ220 150 In! N 40 MM,2L,1T y N 43,13,32 NB speaker select 
Papworth 1VA50 1425 Pwr N 50 N N 43,19,33 Tube stereo Technics SL-VZ320 190 In! N 50 MC/MM.3L.2T y y 43,13,32 
Papworth M100 2645 Pwr N 100 N N 25, 17,3B Tube monoblock Technics SL-A600 200 In! N 40 MC/MM,3L,2T y N 43,13,32 
Papworth M200 3B25 Pwr N 200 N N 46,20,31 Tube monoblock Technics SO-A700�� 250 In! N 45 MC/MM,3L,2T y y 43,13,32 
Phi lips FA930 200 lnt N 65 MM.2L.3T y y 44,14.30 Technics SU-A800 330 tnt N 55 MC/MM.3L,2T N y 43,14,37 
Pioneer A-1 03 130 In! N 30 MM,3L,2T y N 42,11,31 Technics SL-A900 400 In! N 90 MC/MM,3L,2T N y 43,14,37 
Pioneer A-203 150 lnt N 45 MM,3L,2T y N 42,11,31 Technics SL-C2000 700 Pre N N y 45,13,35 
Pioneer A-303R 200 lnt N 45 MM.3L.2T y y 42,13,36 Technics SE-A2000 1050 Pwr 100 y 45,19,44 Meters, R-Core, MOS AA 

Pioneer A-300X 230 lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T N N 42,13,36 T esserac T AADA 1500 Pre N MM/MC N N 
Pioneer A-400 2BO In! N 60 MM/MC,3L,2T y N 42,13,36 Tesserac TALA 1500 Pre N 5L,1T N N 
Pioneer A-400X 300 lnt N 50 MM/MC4,2 y N 42,13,36 Tesserac TAHA 1BOO Pre N MC, y N 
Pioneer A-503R 300 lnt N 70 MM,3L.2T y y 42,13,36 Tesserac TAP-A 5300 Pre N MM,3L,2T N N 
Pioneer A-602 350 In! N BO MM/MC 3L,3T y N 42,17,44 Tesserac TAMP-60 7350 Pwr 60 2x Monoblocks 
Ploneer VSA-701S 500 lnt y 55 MM 2L2T,5V y y 42,17,42 Pro-Logic, smart handset Thule IA50 599 In! N 50 4L,1T N N Fully balanced operation 
Pioneer VSA-0802S 600 lnt y 55 MM 2L,2T,5V y y 42,17,42 Dol by Pro Logic, DSP Thule IA100 B99 In! N 50 4L,1T N N Fully balanced operation 
PS Audio 6.1 799 Pre N 4L.1T N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU TOGA 'A'22 1500 Pwr N 22 42,15,1B Class A 
PS Audio Phono Link 799 Pre N MM/MC N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU TOCA 'A' 1 2000 Pre N MM/MC,4L.2T y y 42,B,24 
PS Audio 5.6 1090 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T N N 43,6,19 Outboard PSU TOCA 'A'50 2500 Pwr N 50 42,15,1B Class A 
PS Audio 1 00 Delta 1499 Pwr 120 42,15,35 T riangte TE60 549 In! N 60 5L,1T y N 
PS Audio 200 Delta 2279 Pwr 200 42,15,45 Triangle Nemo Allion 02 1550 In! N BO 5L,2T N N 
PS Audio 200b Delta 2490 Pwr 200 42,15,45 Tube Tech Seer Line 575 Pre N 5L,1T N N 35,B,25 
PS Audio 250 Delta 29BO Pwr 250 42,15,45 Monoblocks Tube T ech Seer Phono 649 Pre N MM,4L,1T N N 35,B,25 
QED Vector One 250 Pre N 4L.1T N N TT Unisis Power AriiO"" 1099 Pwr N 30 N N 35,17,27 Power amp to match Unisis 
QED Vector Reference 299 Pre N 4L,1T N N Tube T ech Prophet 1199 Pre N 4L,1T N N 35,B,25 Two box pre, separate PSU 
Quad 306 350 Pwr N 70 N N 33,7,21 Stereo power amp TT Unisis Super Line 1399 lnt N 30 4L,1T N N 35,17,27 Line level version of Unisis 
Quad 34 398 Pre N MM,2L,T N N 33,7,21 Optional MC phono input Tube Tech Unisis 1399 lnt N 30 MM.3L,1T N N 35,17,27 
Quad 606 690 Pwr N 140 N 33,14,24 Stereo power amp Tube Tech Genesis 2599 Pwr N 100 N N 35,15,27 2x monoblocks 
Quad 66 863 Pre N 35 MM,4L.2T N y 33,8,26 Variable inputs, inc RIG Tube T ech Synergy 3900 lnt N 150 5L, lT, N y 47,18,47 
R Developments Katypso 499 lnt N 15 5L Woodside SC27 Line 705 Pre N 2L,1T N N 

R Developments Romulus 99B In! N 35 5L Woodside SC27 MM BB1 Pre N MM.2L,1T N N 

Rwa Brio 19B In! N 30 MM.3L,1T N N 43,7,15 Woodside ISA230 Disc B99 lnt N 30 MM.2L,1T N N 
Reoa Elex 359 lnt N 50 MM.3L.1T N N 43,7,25 Woodside ISA230 Line B99 In! N 30 4L,2T N N 

Rega Elicit 730 In! N 70 MM,MC,3L, 1T N N 43,7,25 WoodsiifeiSA 2.40 949 Pwr 40 
Roksan ROK-L2 995 Pre N 4L.1T N N 43,B,33 Woodside SC27 MC 999 Pre N MC,2L, 1T N N 
Roksan ROK-S1 1495 Pwr N 50 N N Woodside MA50 Class A 1224 Pwr 50 1 channel monobtock 
Roksan ROK-Ll 2250 Pre N 4L,1T N N 43,8,33 Woodside STA35 1323 Pwr 35 
Roksan ROK-M1 4500 Pwr N 120 4B,11.34 N N Pair monoblocks Woodside SC25 Line 1420 Pre N 2L.2T N N 
Rose RV-23 450 Pre N MM,2L.1T N N 33,9.26 Tube, zero feedback Woodside SC26 Phono 1931 Pre N MM/MC.3L.2T N N 
Rose RV-23S 525 Pre N MM/MC,2L.2T N N 33,9,26 Tube, separate PSU Yamaha AX-470 200 In! N 95 MM,MC,3L,2T y N 
Rose RP-190 ual Mode 550 Pwr N 75 33,9,30 Low feedback monoblock (x2 YBA lntegre Line 999 In! N 45 4L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Rote! RC970BX 150 Pre N 3L,2T y N 44,B,29 YBA 3 Power 1199 Pwr 45 43,9,33 
Rolel RA930AX 175 In! N 30 MM.3L1T y N 44,9,31 YBA lntwre 1199 In! N 45 MM,4L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Rote! RA935BX 225 In! N 50 3L,2T y N 44,10,35 Separate listen/rec selectors YBA 3 1250 Pre N MM,3L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Rote! RB970BX 225 Pwr N 60 44,8,29 YBA 2 1699 Pre N MM,3L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Rotel RA960BX2 325 In! N 60 MM/MC.3L,2T y N 44,9,35 Separate listen/rec selectors YBA 2 Power 2150 Pwr 70 43,9,33 
Rote! RC9BOBX 350 Pre N MM/MC.3L,2T y N 44,7,33 YBA 2 Power 2150 Pwr 70 43,9,33 
Rote! RA9808X 425 tnt N 100 MM/MC.3L,2T y N 44,12,34 Separate listen/rec selectors YBA 1 3750 Pre N MC,4L,1T N N 43,9,33 
Rote! RB960BX 450 Pwr N 120 44,12,33 YBA 1 Power 4250 Pwr B5 43,14,33 
Rote! RC9908X 500 Pre N MM/MC,3L,2T y y 44,7,33 
Rote! RB990BX 750 Pwr N 200 44,12,38 
Sansui AU-X117 170 In! N 30 MM,3L,1T y N 
Sansui AU-X3172. 275 In! N 40 MM,3L.1T y N 
Sansui AU-X417R 2BO lnt N 45 MM,3L.2T y N 
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Model .., 0 � Size Special .. , 
Sansui AU-X517R 450 lnt N 60 MMIMC,3L,2T y y ' 
Sansui AU-Aipha 607 1300 lnt N 90 MM/MC,2L.1T y y Aiwa AD-F450 120 s B,C y 2 Super OX head 
Sansui AU-Aipha707 1500 lnt N 90 MM/MC. 4L3T y y Built in BS DAC Aiwa AD-WYJ27 170 T B,C y 2 Auto-reverse 
Santec PP9 RIM MM 500 Pre N MM N N 5,12,23 Phono step-up - MM Aiwa AO-WXB28 200 T BC y 2 Twin auto reverse, remote 
Sentec PP9 RIM MC 600 Pre N MC N N 5,12,23 Phono step-up - MC Aiwa AD-FSSO 230 s B,C y 3 Super OX head 
Sentec SC9 BOO Pre N 4L.2T y N 34,7,15 Aiwa AD-WX929 250 T BC y 2 Twin record, quick auto revers 
Sentec PA9 1000 Pwr N 60 20,B,30 Monoblocks Aiwa XK-S7000 550 s B,C,S y 3 6N head coils, built in DAC 
Shearne Phase 11 549 lnt N 50 4L,2T N N Aiwa XK-59000 700 s B.C,S y 3 6N head coils, built in DAC 
Shearne Phase 1 Pre 1099 Pre N MM/MC/4L,2T N N Arcam Delta 100 B99 s B,C.S N 3 43,12,34 Dolby S, desiqned & made in UK 
Shearne Phase 1 Power 1199 Pwr BO Dual mono Denon DRM-540 160 s B,C y 2 44,13,2B 
Sherwood At 2210 60 In! N 30 MM,3L, 1T y N Denon DRS-610 200 s B,C y 2 44,13,31 Drawer toadinq 
Sherwood AI 1110 100 lnt N 55 MM.4L,1T y N Denon DRW-760 250 T B,C y 2 44,13,2B 
Sherwood At 2010 120 lnt N 30 MM.4L.2T y N De non DRM-7 40 260 s B,C y 3 44,13,2B Dual capstan 
Sherwood AI 3010 140 lnt N 40 MM,4L,2T y N Denon DRS-810 300 s B,C y 3 44,13,32 
SherWOOclAI 5010 170 lnt N 70 MM,3L.2T y N Dual CCBOOO RS 200 T B,C N 2 44 Remote through 9000RS 
Sherwood AM/AVP8500 BOO y 230 y y AN Pre/power amp Goodmans Delta 700 100 T B N 2 36, 13,2B 
Sirius Control Unil 720 Pre N 6L.2T N N 23,5,19 Passive preamp Goodmans GSW650 130 T 8 N 2 43,12,27 Both auto-reverse 
Sirius 7B 2492 Pwr N 200 N N 30,23,19 1 x monoblock Grundiq CCF21 0 150 T.AR B N 2 36,12,30 AMS, CD copy, hi speed dub 
Sonic Link DM20 349 lnt N 25 MM,3L 1T y N 23,B,43 Grundiq CCF2 170 T 8 N 2 44,13,30 AMS, svstem RJC, display of 
Sonic Link DM20 Gold 59B lnt N 30 MM/MC,3L,1T y N 23,B,43 Grundjg_CCF310 190 T,AR B,C y 2 36,12,30 Elapsed time, CD copy, AMS 
Sonic Link DM30 725 In! N 25 MM/MC,3L, 1T N N 23,B.43 Grundig CCF3 200 T,AR B,C y 2 44,13,30 Elapsec time, display switch 
SonyTAF2118 150 lnt N 30 MM/2L y N 43,14,31 Source direct Grundig CF4 250 s B,C y 3 44,13,30 Manual bias, AMS, monitor 
SonyTAF2448 200 In! N 40 MM/2L y N 43,14.31 MOSFET power stage Harman-Kardon ID4200 2BO T B,C N 2 45,13,35 
Sony TAF444E 250 In! N 50 MM,3L,2T y N 43,15,3B Harman-Kardon ID4400 349 s B/C y 2 45,13,35 
Sony TAF542E 300 In! N 90 MM/MC.3L,2T y N 43, 15,3B UK opt1misec sound Harman-Kardon ID4500 499 s B/C y 2 45,13,35 
Sony TA-AV5708 400 lnt y 70 MM.4L.5T y N 43,15,36 Dolby Pro Logic Harman-Kardon DC5500 599 T B.C y 2 45,13,35 
Stemfoort Audio SF60 549 In! N 60 4L,1T N N 43,8,35 Passive line amplifier Harman-Kardon ID4600 699 s B,C,S y 2 45,13,35 
Stemfoort Audio SF1 00 B49 lnt N 100 4L, 1T N N 43,B.40 Passive line amplifier Harman-Kardon DC5700 699 T B.C y 2 45,13,35 6oth transports record 
Synergy 3080 0 N 15 MM. N N Harman-Kardon TD4800 1299 s B.C,S y 3 45,13,35 
T eac A-X1 030 1BO lnt N 40 MM,3L,2T y N 44,13,36 Mic input .NC TO-W106BK 120 T B N 2 44,13,24 Twin, one recording deck 
T eac A-X3030 220 lnt N 60 MM.3L,2T y N 44,13,36 Mic input JVC TD-W20BBK 170 T B.C y 2 44,13,33 Twin, one recordinq deck 
Teac A-X5030 260 lnt N 75 MM/MC.3L.2T y N 44,16,36 .NC TO-X372BK 170 s B.C y 2 44,13,33 

., ., ,. ' ., ., ., ., ,. ., ., 
I Audlolab 8000A 450 In! N 60 MM,MC,1T,3T y N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in I I Audiotab 8000A 450 lnt N 60 MM,MC, 1T,3T y N 45,B,36 PreouVmain in I 



Aria. A new way to 

look at hi-fi support. 

Introducing the Aria Modular Hi-Fi Support 

System. lt can change the way you look 

at your components. 

Build up separate vertical shelves. Or link 

units side by side. Either way, Aria lets you 

vary shelf heights to suit your components. 

Start with a Base Pack and go from there. 

There's no limit to the number of ways 

you can build it up. 

Not only does Aria give you more flexibility 

than any other hi-fi system, it also 

provides sound deadening and 

decoupling benefits. With black tubular steel 

legs. Grey tinted glass or black MOF shelves. 

And adjustable carpet-piercing spikes. 

The Aria Support System. Hi-Fi will never 

look the same again. 

I want a good look at the Aria system. Please send me a brochure. 

Name Address 

Post Code 

Our components improve yours 
HI-FI FURNITURE 

Zenith Crown Ltd., Tipton Rood, Dudley, West Midlands, DY1 4SQ Tel: 021 520 5070/1432 
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Model 
' 

JVC TO-W308BK 
JVC TO-V562BK 
JVC m-W708BK 
JVC TO-V662BK 
Kenwood K X-305D 
Kenwood KX-W4D80 
Kenwood KX-W6D6D 
Kenwood K X-553D 
Kenwood KX-5050 
Kenwood KX-W8080 

Kenwood KX-705D 
Kenwood KX -705DS 

Kenwood KX-9D50S 
Marantz S0-53 
Marantz SD-415 
Marantz S0-63 
NAD 802 
NAD Monitor 6100 
Nakamichi DR-3 
Nakamichi DR-2 
Nakamichi OR-1 
Nakamichi CR-7E 
Nakamichi Oraqon 
Onkyo TA201 

Onkyo TA-RW313 
Onkyo KR-609 
Onkyo TA250 
Onkvo K-W606 
Onkvo K-611 
Pioneer CT -S330 
Pioneer CT -W503R 
Pioneer CT -S430S 
Pioneer CT-W603RS 
Pioneer CT-W803RS 
Pioneer CT -S630S 
Pioneer CT·M801R 
Pioneer CT-S830S 
Pioneer CT-95 
Sansui O-X117HX 
Sherwood DSl t5D 
Sherwood DS101DC 

Sherwood 001 030C 
Sherwood DS30 1 DC 
Sherwood DD3010C 

Sherwood O S501 OOC 
Sony TCFX211 B 
Sony TCK 215B 
Sonv TCK311 B 
Sony TCW445B 
SonyTCK415B 

Sony TCWR545B 
Sonv TCWR645S 
Sony TCK511 S 
Sony TCK611 S 

Teac V-600 
Teac W-700R 
Teac V-1010 
Teac V-3010 
Teac V-2020S 
Teac W-6000R 
Teac R-9000 S 
Teac V-8000S 
Technics RS-TR232 
Technics RS-BX404 
Technics RS-TR333 
Technics R S-BX646 
Technics RS-TR515 
Technics RS-BX7 4 7 
Technics RS-TR979 
Yamaha K X-650 
Yamaha KX-W952 

Model 

'. 
Aiwa XC-300 
Aiwa DX-Ml 00 
Aiwa XC-750 
Aiwa XC-950 
AMC CD6 
ARC COl 
Arcam AIQha One 
Arcam Alpha 5 

... 
::!. " .. 

200 
220 
25D 
27D 
17D 
lBD 
2DD 
22D 
230 
280 
33D 
40D 
550 
200 
210 
250 
200 
299 
400 
60D 
85D 

1995 
235D 

2DD 
25D 
35D 
35D 
37D 
43D 
170 
200 
200 
230 
300 
300 
380 
500 

1000 
22D 

BD 
lOD 
lOD 
12D 
15D 
170 
100 
130 
130 
150 
180 
2DO 
250 
250 
300 
150 
220 
250 
350 
380 
450 
500 
700 
180 
180 
2DO 
23D 
250 
3DO 
380 
260 
5DO 

4' 
�-

150 
150 
200 
250 
349 

3278 
300 
450 

Key to cassette decks Heads · 2 ·combination record
h
play 

Price · typical retail, to nearest heads; 3- independent record play 

�����T- twin transports, allowing 
heads, allowing real time off tape 
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T,AR B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin, one recording deck 
s B,C y 3 44,13,33 Cassette stabiliser 
TAR B,C y 2 44,13,33 Twin record/play 
s B,C y 3 44,13,33 Dual capslan 
s B.C y 2 44,12,37 Tape path stabiliser 
T BC y 2 44,13,30 Computer controlled recordinq 
T BC y 2 44,13,30 Auto bias 
S,AR B.C y 2 44,12,30 Auto bias 
s B C  y 2 44,12,30 Auto bias 
T B.C y 2 44,13,30 Auto bias 
s BC y 3 44,13,30 Auto tape calibration 
s BC y 3 44,13,30 Auto tape calibration 
s BC y 3 44,13,30 Auto tape calibration 
s BC y 2 43,14,30 0-bus 
T B.C y 2 43,14,30 0-bus, mic mixinq 
s BC y 3 43,14,30 0-bus 
s BC y 2 Play Tnm 
s BC y 2 Play Trim, remote cntrl, Dyneq 
s B.C N 2 43,10,32 
s B.C N 3 43,10,32 Diffused resonance transport 
s B.C N 3 43,10,32 Manual azimuth calibration 
s BC N 3 44, 14,3D Auto tape calibration, RIG 

AR BC N 3 45, 14,3D Auto azimuth correct 
s B.C y 2 46,12,13 
T BC y 2 46,12,31 
AR BC y 2 28,12,31 Mini component 
s BC y 3 46,12,31 
T,AR BC y 2 28,12,32 Mini component 
AR BC y 3 28,12,32 Mini component 
s B.C y 2 42,13 .28 Audio tape setup, FLEX 
T.AR B.C y 2 42,13,25 Auto NR, FLEX 
s B.CS y 2 42,13,28 Auto tape setup, FLEX, Dol by S 
T,AR B.C . S y 2 42,13,25 Auto tape setup, FLE X, Dol by S 
T,AR B.C, S y 2 42,13,25 Twin record, mic i/p 
s B.C S y 3 42,13,38 Auto tape setup 
AR B,C y 2 42,14,38 Six tape record/play, r/cntrl 
s BC.S y 3 42,14,38 Slant Z transport mech 
s BC, S y 3 44,15,38 Copper plated chassis 
s B.C y 2 
s BC N 2 
s BC y 2 Mic input 
T B N 2 
s B.C y 2 
T B.C y 2 
s BC y 2 
s B.C N 2 43,12,29 
s BC y 2 43,t2,31 Tape calibration 
s BC y 2 43,12,31 Auto calibration 
T BC y 2 43,12,31 Full logic control 
s B.C y 3 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
T BC y 2 43,12,29 Auto calibration 
T BC S y 2 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
s B C, S y 3 43,12,31 UK optimised sound 
s B.C.S y 3 43,12,30 UK optimised sound 
s B,C y 2 Fine bias 
T .AR B.C y 2 44,15,29 
s BC y 3 44,15,29 Fine bias 
s BC y 3 44,15,36 Copper chassis, remote 
s BC y 3 44,15,29 Tape calibration 
TAR B.C y 2 44,15,33 Pitch control, remote 

AR B.C y 3 49,15,36 Remote control 
s B.C S  y 3 48,15,36 Direct drive, tape ea!, remote 
T.AR B.C y 2 43,14,29 Play transport unidirectional 
AR BC y 2 43,13,29 Mic inputs, auto tape cal 
TAR BC y 2 43,14,29 
s BC y 3 43,13,3D Auto tape cal, remote ready 
TAR BC y 2 43,14,29 Optical quick reverse 
s BC y 3 43,13,3D Fine bias adJ, THC lo-red base 
T.AR B.C y 2 43,13,28 Both decks record, quick rev 
s B/C y 3 
T BC y 2 

0 

� � "' 
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� ... Size Special .. .a· 

lbit 0 y 

I bit y Midi size 
I bit y Peak search. reCord calibratio 
I bit y Peak search. record calibratio 
BS E .O y 

y 'Bit String' conversion 
os E y 43,8,29 
MB E y 43,8,27 Upgradable DAC , displa off 

ffii!.!.tJ"bl;ftiftMI@M!fUifflflijd•!il§i§.ITtll§:tjd3ifuMjH@i.!,l 
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Key to compact disc players, trans· R emote Control · Y ·yes, N · No. 

��i�� ���P?:a��etait, to nearest 
Size ·width x height x depth in cm. 

g
ound. 
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pe · MB ·multi bit, 1 bit · single 
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bit, B · Bitstream, OS · Delta Sigma, 
M- MASH, Hybrid · combines multibit The Directory for full test results. 
and single bit. 
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Model �- ,. ! � Size Special .. 
'. 

Arcam Delta 270 8DO Hybrid 2E 43,9,28 Convertable to 250 transport 
Audiomeca Kreatura 1199 MB E y 25,14,39 Heavily mod1lied CDM 
Aura C050 4DO BS E y 43,7,34 
Aura CDSOCHR 450 BS E y 43,7,34 Chrome finish 
AVI S7000 MCII 899 MB 31,25,9 18 bit Burr Brown OAC 
AVI S200DMC 1149 MB E y 31,25,9 20 bit Burr Brown DACs 
Cambs CD200 Mk 11 150 I bit y 42,9,29 
Cambridge Audio C0200 150 MB N y 42,9,29 Can play in reverse order 
Oenon OCD-615 180 MB E y 44,11,29 Digital attenuator 
Oenon OCD-825 220 MB E y 44,11,28 UK design 
Denon DCD-1290 33D MB 0 y 44,13,32 UK specified components 
Dual CD1135RC 14D MB E y 

Dual CD115DRC 150 MB E y 

Dual CD1 DOORS 170 BS E N Remote control via CR90DOR S 
Dual CD118DRC 180 BS E y 

Eclipse CD tO I 80 MB y 36,8,29 
Eclipse CD420 lDO MB y 42,8,29 
Eclipse CD720 120 MB y 42,8,29 
Goodmans Delta 700 110 MB N y 

Goodmans GCD360R 12D MB N y 

Grundig CD21 0 120 BS E y 36,8,3D 30 mem, random repeat 
Grundi COl 14D BS E y 44,9,3D 
Grundig C02 19D BS E y 44,9,3D 
Grundig CD3 24D BS E y 44,9,3D FT S, display off, fade, OAC7 
Harman-Kardon H07225 23D BS y 45,10,33 
Harman-Kardon HD7325 299 BS E,O y 45,10,33 
Harman-Kardon HD7425 349 MB E y 45,10,33 
Harman-Kardon H07525 449 MB E y 45,10,33 
Harman-Kardon H07625 549 MB E y 45,10,33 
Harman-Kardon H07725 799 MB E.O y 45,10,33 
Jadis JS-1 8D68 MB 
JVC XL-V174BX 140 I bit y 44,1 D,28 
JVC XL-V274BK 160 I bit y 44,1 D,28 
JVC XL-Z674 300 I bit y 44,11,28 
JVC Xl-M408BK 300 I bot y 44,13,32 Six disc 
JVC XL -Zl D50T N 500 I bit E y 45,1 t,34 
JVC XL-MClOO 800 I bit y 36,37,38 100 disc player 
Kenwood DP-2050 17D lblt y 44,1D,26 Central mechanism 
Kenwood OP-R4060 20D lblt y 44,12,38 Five disc carousel 
Kenwood DP-3D50 200 I bit y 44, 1D,26 High precision master clock 
Kenwood OP-M6060 27D I bit y 44,12,36 Multi play CD 6+ 1 disc 
Kenwood OP-5D50 270 I bit y 44,12,31 High rigidity chassis 
Kenwood DP-7050 35D I bit 0 y 44,12,31 High rigidity chassis 
Krell KPS20i 3278 E y Balanced out, Bit Stnng conv 
Krell CD-OSP Mk 11 500D y 42,13,28 Digital inputs facility 
Krell CD DSPII 5000 5DOD MB 2E y 42,13,28 Has di ital in, balanced out 
Krell KSP20i 995D E y Balanced out, top loader · 

Linn Mimik 798 os E y 32,8,33 BNC digital 
Linn Karik 1497 os E,O y 32,8,33 BNC digital 
Luxman 0500X's 375D MB 0 y 44,12,39 Top loadinq 
Marantz CD-53 2DD BS E y 43,9,30 New transport, DAC, circuit 
Marantz CD-52 11 23D BS E y 42,12,30 Selected passive components 
Marantz C0-63 25D BS E,O y 42,9,30 As C0-53 
Marantz C0-52 11 SE 3DD BS E y 42,12,28 Selected passive components 
Marantz CD-72 SE 6DD BS E,O y 42,12,28 As C0-52, 4V output 
Marantz CD-1 0 12DD BS E,O y 46,14,36 Twin DAC-7, heavv build 
Mclntosh MCD7008 1995 MB E y Seven disc multiplayer 
Meridian 506 795 os E.O N 33,9,34 
Meridian 606 135D lbit 3E,O N 
Meridian 508 1350 os E,O N 33,9,34 
Metaxas PHOS 1750 BS E.O y 42,16,42 
Micro·Seiki CD-M2DC 3695 MB E y 

Micro-Seiki COM200DX 4689 MB E y 

Mlcromega Stage I 450 BS E y 43,28,88 Upgradable 
Micromeoa Staqe 2 600 BS E y 43,28,88 Upqradable 
Micromega Stage 3 800 BS E y 43,28,88 Upgradable 
Micromega Trio 600D BS E y 34,48,31 AES/Toslink digital output 
Mission DADS 30D BS E y 37,11,29 Integrated CD player 
Mission DAD? 90D MB E y 22,8,36 
Mission Discmaster 190D MB E y 22,8,36 Two box, inc Dacmaster DAC 
Musical Fidelity COT 519 MB N N 41,7,25 Tube output stage, top loading 
Musical Fidelity FCD 1499 BS 2E,O y 49,12,33 XLR balanced out, tube o/p sta 
NAD 501 18D BS N 
NAD 5D2 22D M E y 

NAD Monitor 5000 3D9 M E y 

Naim CD3 898 MB y 32,6,30 I box 
Naim COI 1677 MB y 43, 16,3D One box, no digital output, to 
Naim C05 3254 MB y 43,16,30 Two box, no digital output, to 
Nakamichi M8-4 S 299 MB y 43, 1D,27 Multi-CD, 16 x 4 oversampling 
Nakam�hi CD4 38D MB E y 43, 1D,32 
Nakamichi MB3 65D MB y 43, 1D,38 Multi CD, 18x8 oversamplinq 
Nakamichi MB2 85D MB E y 43, ID,38 Multi-GO, 20x8 oversampling 
NVA TES 1500 BS E y 

Dnix CD33 999 BS 43,8,33 DAC7 
Onl<yoDX710 200 I bit 0 y 46,11,31 

., ., ,. I 
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Model 

I Onkyo DX703 
I Onkvo C-711 
Onkvo DX-C110 

1re11e mou 

I Orelle CD260 1i 
I Philios J732 
I PhiliDS :0920 
I Phili2S: :0930 
I Phffips CDC935 
[ J5\iiiieer PD-77 
[15i06ei>rPD· 1 Uc 
[ l'lOneer PD-203 r 

I Pio�eerPD-S503 

[l'iO!ieerPD-S703 
I PlO!ieerPO-M703 
I Pioneer PD,DM802 
I Pioneer PD-S901 
[ Pioneer PO-TM3 
I Pioneer PD-F100 
I Pioneer PD-95 
Quad CD67 

I RoksanAJTcoP2P 
I Rotel RCD940BX 
Rotel RCD-945AX 
AOtelRCD-965BX 
Rotel RCD-965BX D 
Rolel RCD-965BX LED 
Sansui CD-270 
Sansui CD-117K 11 
Sansui CD-X217i 
sanSulCD-X317 
Sansui O-X61; 
�ntec Diana 
Sherwood :03020R 
Sherwood C05010R 
Sherwood CDC5030 
Sony COP-M302 
Sony CDP-312 
Sony CDP-C325M 

Sony CDP-715E 
i SonyCDP-915E 
I Sony CDP-CX100 
I Teac CD·P'3500 
I Teac CD-P4500 
ITeac VRDS-7 
I Teac VRDS·10 
[ Teac VROS-20 
[Teac X-1 
I Teac X-tS 
I Technics SL-PG360A 
I Technics SL-PG440A 
I Technics SL :PG56QA_ 
1 T echmcs SL -PS620A 
I Technics SL -PS? 40A 
I TeChnics SL -PS840 
I Technics SL -P2000 
I Wadia 16 
I Yamaha COX-670 
: Yamaha CDC-635 
I Yamaha CDXB70 
1 vamaha cox-1000 
I YBA2 

Model 

Audiotab 8000COM 
Audiomeca Kreatura 
Audiomeca Mephisto 
Counterooint DA-11 E 
DPA T1 Transoort 
Jadis JCDT 
Krelt MD-20 
Krell MD-10 
Krelt KPS 20T 
Krell DT-10 
Meridian 200 
Meridian 500 
Meridian 602 

Key to compact disc players, trans-

��i�1i ���P?:'a)�etail, to nearest 

Remote Control · Y ·yes, N · No. 
Size· width x height x depth in cm. 

gound. 
AC Type - MB- multibit, 1 bit· single 

bit, BS · Bitstream, OS - Delta Sigma, 
M- MASH, Hybrid- combines multibit 
and single bit. 
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240 [1blt 
290 l tblt 
350 [tbrt 
350 [lbrl 
400 I MS 
750 I MB 
900 I MB 
t40 I ss 
160 I BS 
200 I BS 
230 I BS 
100 [1 brl 
140 [1-bll 
160 lt bll 
200 [1-brl 
250 [1·bl! 
300 [1 bii 
300 1-llll 
450 [1 brt 
499 [1 brl 
500 1 brt 
600 1bit 

25C 1-brl 
825 os 

1495 1 os 
230 MB 
230 BS 
300 BS 
375 BS 
425 BS 
180 BS 
200 MB 
200 MB 
25C BS 
35C BS 

1100 MB 
130 BS 
160 BS 
200 lbil 
130 1brt 
150 lbrt 
230 lbil 
230 1brt 
250 lbrt 
300 lbrt 
800 i lbrt 
200 I BS 
280 I BS 
600 I ss 
770 I BS 

1300 I BS 
2500 I MB 
3500 I MB 
140 I M 
170 I M 
180 I M 
200 I M 
250 I M 
420 I M 

1000 I M 
l}2:i I MB 

290 I BS 
300 : ss 
330 I ss 
599 I ss 

2999 I MB 

1250 
999 

1999 
1495 
895 

8000 
4999 
7990 
8550 
9090 
895 
975 

1750 

I! 
0 
0 
0 
0 
E 
E 

[E 
[E 
I E 
I EO 

0 

[EO 

lE 
I E 
[E 

[E 
[E 
lE 
[E 

N 
N 
E 

E O  
E.O 
y 
y 
N 
N 

N 

0 
0 
0 

[E 
[ E 
I E 
I E.O 
I E.O 

I D 
I N 
[N 
[0 
[0 
[ 0 
t o 
[0 

[EO 

[0 
E.O 
EO 

"' 

� 
� Size I special 

y [46, 11,31 
Y I 28,8,30 I Mini component 
y [46,12,43 
y [46,11,31 
Y [44, 10,28 DC coupled 
Y [44,7.32 I Passive lilterina, DC coupled 
Y I 44, '.32 I Audioohile comoonents, DC cold 
y [44,11,30 
y [44,11,30 
y [44,13,30 
Y [44,13,38 [Five disc CD player 
Y I 44,13,33 I Satin aold linish 
N I 42.11.28 I Display oH 
Y I 42,11 ,28 I As 103, variable output & remo 
Y I 42,11 ,29 I Legato Link 
Y I 42,11,30 I Six disc 
Y I 42.13.27 I SPM, Leaato Link , twin PSU 
Y I 42.13,3( I Six disc. DSP soundlield cnlrl 
Y I 42,14,31 I Dual magazine 12-disc 
Y [42,13,33 [SPM, Leaato Link, Twin DAC 
Y [42,18,35 [Triple maaazine, 18-disc 
Y I 42.19,4( 100 disc, Leaalo Link 
Y I 44. 16,34 Balanced out. Leaato, SPM 
Y [33,8,26 For use with 66 svstem 
Y I 46,12,35 Player, four level isolatron 
y [44,10,32 
y [44,10,32 
Y [44.10,32 Audioohile comoonents 
Y I 44. 1,32 Discrete outpu 
Y I 44,10,32 ·Discrete & slil loil caps 
N 
N 
N 
y 
y 
N 12,5,23 20 bit 
N 
N 
Y 44,10,38 Five disc carousel 

36. 1.33 Midi-size. full remote control 
Y 43,10,29 Diaital servo 
Y 36, I 0,39 Midi size, 5-disc player 
Y 43,13,39 Five disc player 
Y 43,11,30 UK optimised sound 
Y 43, 11 ,36 UK optimised sound 

43,13,38 [1 00 disc autochanger 
y [44,12,28 
Y [44, 12.29 I Diaital attenuator 
Y I 45,15.34 I Twrn SS 
Y I 45, 15,34, Twin OAC7, balanced outout 

I 50,15,34 I Twin OAC7, balanced output 
Y I 46,14,40 I Balanced out, 4x20bit 
Y I 46, 14,40 I Balanced out, 4x 20bit 
Y [43,10,29 [Remote control capable 
Y [43.10,29 [4-DAC 
Y I 43,11 ,30 I Selected audio oarts 
y [43,12,29 
Y I 43,13,29 I Centre tray 
Y I 43.13,34 I Advanced MASH converter 
Y [45, 13,33 I THCB base. R-Core transformer 

I Glass, olastic. BNC & AES/EBL 
y 
y 
y 
y 
Y I 43, I 0,33 Outbcard power supply 

Size Special 

E.O Y 45,8,36 Precision master clock 
E O  Y 25,14,39 Heavily modified CDM 
EO Y 43,15,33 lnteoral platter, laver suspen 
E.O Y 

E 20 Y 
2E 0 Y 
EO Y 
2E.O Y 
E O  Y 
EO Y 
E.O Y 

'Deltran' clock lockino (with 
Top load 

42,13,28 Top load, AT&T optrcal out 
42,13,28 

AT&T, AESIEBU balanced in 
42,13,28 Front loader 
32,32,10 
32,33,9 
32,33,10 

l �ot:m.r--"'1' 11r;n lnt �� k() Wut r..�r 1T ·:n V N .d"l R �R PrPmil/rn::.in in 

: 11!!!1 :1 I'll: ftl [I( :1 :�If� ::4 :�"'I:C11111J � 
Key to compact disc players, trans-

��i�; �7�P?:a��etail, to nearest 

Remote Control· Y · yes, N - No. 
Size· width x height x depth in cm. 

gound. 
AC Type- MS- multibit, 1 bit- single 

bit, BS · Bitstream, OS· Delta Sigma, 
M- MASH, Hybrid- combines multi bit 
and single bit. 
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at 5/PDIF). 

Model 

I Micromeoa Drive 1 600 
I �romeoa Drive 2 900 
I Micromega T -Drive 1200 
l'f<ilcromeoa Duo CD3-1 1350 
I Micromeoa Duo CD2-1 2500 
I OreTie Ci:l10-T 799 
I PS Audio Lambda tr --,ggo 
I RiikSiln A TT -DP2 1295 
I Roksan ATT-DP2A 1490 
I Teac P-700 900 
I Teac P-2 3SOO 
I Teac P-2S 43oO 
I Theta Data Basic --,--g;)7 
I Theta Data 11 NTSC 3290 
[Theta Data 11 PAL 3490 
I Wadia20 4370 
I Wadia 7 9995 

Model 

Arcam Black Box 50 450 Hvbnd 
Arian Black Box 500 750 BS 
Audio Alchemy DAC-in-th -bcx20 MB 
Audio Note OAC1 600 MB 
Audio Note DAC3 1650 MB 
Audio Research OAC2 3940 MB 
Audiolab SOOOOAC 750 SS 
AVI S2000MO 549 MS 
Beard DAP-2 OAC 999 BS 
Beard DAP-1 1250 MB 
Caunterooint AD20 255 MB 
Counterooint CS18 355 MB 
Counterpoint BB69 595 MB 
Counterooint UA20 995 MB 
Counlerooint DA-11 E 1495 
Counterooint DA-1 OE 1675 
OPA Little Bit 11. 450 BS 
OPA Biooer Bit 695 BS 
OPA PDM256 2995 
OPA PDM10924 5995 
EMF Audio Crvstal 500 BS 
Krell Studio 2 3198 MB 
Krell Studio 4450 MB 
Krell Reference 64 14900 MB 
LFO DAC3 2699 MS 
Linn Numerik 1075 MB 
Meridian 563 695 DS 
Metaxas Mas DAC 2800 MB 
Micromega Mk:rodac 349 ss 
Micromeaa OAC 600 BS 
Micromeoa Duo BS2 600 BS 
Micromeaa T-OAC BOO BS 
Micromeoa Duo Pro 2 1350 BS 
Mission DACS 300 BS 
Musical Fidelity T ubaloq 499 MB 
NVA Dacon 1010 BS 
Orelle DA-180 599 MB 
Perceotion OAC 695 MS 
Pink T rian le Ordinal 790 BS 
Pink Trian te OaCaoo 1450 BS 
Pink T rianole DC 1500 
PS Audio Oi ilink 11 688 MB 
PS Audio Suoerlink 2 1230 MS 
PS Audio Ultralink 2 2650 MB 
PS Audio Ref Link 5490 MB 
QED Po�tron 89 
QED Drait Plus 139 ss 
QED Di it Reference 299 BS 
Roksan ATT-DA2 549 os 
Sentec Diana 993 MS 
Teac 0-700 600 MB 
Teac 0-2 2500 MB 
Theta Pro-Prime 11 1800 BS 
Theta Probasic lt 2299 MB 
Theta Pro Gen Ill 5690 MB 
Theta Pro Gen V 8500 MB 
Wadia 12 1530 MB 
Wadla 15 3790 MB 
Wadia 64.4 4750 MS 
Wadia 9 12790 MB 
Woodside OAC2 509 MB 
Woodside DAC 1 909 MB 

I! 
EO 
fa 
F 

i E,O 
i E,O 
! E 

!E 

I E.O 
I E.O 
IQ[ 

I E 
I E,O 

E.O 

E.O 
E/0 

E.O 

E.O 
E.O 
E.O 
E.O 

3EO 
E.O 
E.O 

E,O 

E.O 
EO 

E.O 
E.O 

E.O 
E,O 
EO 
EO 
E.O 
E.O 

"' 

� 
; Size I special 

Y I 43,28.88 Uooradable, AES/EBU out 
Y I 4:l�i8�88 Uooradabte, AES/EBU out 

� rTraVIOadinn, AES/EBU out 
Y [34,9,31 [Too loacing, AES/EBU out 
Y [34,9,31 [Too loacing, AES/EBU out 
Y I 44, I 0. 32 [ Isolated PSL, srlver wiring 

Y � rAT&T: AES!EBU optional 
Y I 46, 12,35 I Four level i�tio� 
Y [46,12,35 [AT&T optical 
Y 123,14,40 IHalf width. lcha 
y 123,14.49 

. Y I 23, 14�49 I Gold olal 'circuit boards 
Y � fAT&T:. AES/EBU option 
Y I 42, 12.4C T&T. AI SIFRU option 
Y [42,12,40 [AT&T, AES/EBU balanced rn 

I Glass. plastic, BNC, AESIEBU 
y 135,16.46 

Size Special 

43,7,28 Two inputs, svnc lock 
43,28,9 + 5x electrical i/p. 2 opt oip 

48,14,26 20bit, 8x o/s 
45,8,36 Balanced AES/EBU input 
31,25,9 16 bit, optical & elec rip 

Y Hybrid tube 

DACCard for DA·I OE 
DACCard for DA-1 OE 
DACCard for DA-1 OE 
DACCard for DA-1 OE 

Y 49,6,27 Optional AT&T & AES/UBU balanc 
Y Interchangeable DACs, optional 

Unrque DPA DX64 DAC 
Untaue DPA DX128 DAC 

42,13,27 AT&T in 
42,6,32 AT&T in 
42,13,39 AT&T in 

N 48,7,37 Optional balanced output 
32,8,33 CD svnc link with Kank 

N 33,9,34 
26,15,45 
22,5,15 
43,28,88 
8,28,9 
22,28,88 
34,48,31 
7,11,29 
44,8,32 

External PSU, 20 bit 
Coax/optical 
AESIEBU input 
AES input 
Four inputs 
AES inout 
Outboard DAC, matches DADS 
Tube o/p 

N 44,7,28 2 outputs, twin transformers 

23,8,35 lnterchangable DAC & filter 
46,8.35 Unique drscrete DAC 
46,8,35 Massrve battery PSU lor DaCaoo 
38,8,16 
38,8,16 
38,6,20 AT&T input optron 
38,8,36 AT&T rnput 

Up0rade PSU for Di it 

Combined Positron/Digit 
N 22,10,33 DAC 4 inputs, optionaiAT&T 

23,14,40 Matches P-700, 4x20bit 
23.14.49 18 brt, balanced output 
42,5,23 
42,5,29 
42,8,34 AT&T input option 

N 42,8,34 
N Balanced and AT& T rnput 
Y 35,9,41 Software upOradable 
N 35,8,28 Balanced output 
Y 44,9,36 Drgitat volume, separate PSU 

I I Andinlah 8000A 450 lnt N 60 MM.MC,1T,3T Y N 45,8,36 PreouVmain in I 



116 HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Key to digital recorders g��s

r?�B it��e�:;;.ug�b!to! t��t Si����
-
e 

Price ·typical retail, to nearest 

����� -MD· Mini Disc - DCC - Di ita\ 
Size- width x height x depth in cm. 

Compact Cassette, OAT - Oigita� Audio r:�t��n� ��������� -ip ,�ea
d
s���fe���n 

Cassettes. 
Digital In & Out- E- Electrical 1usual- The Directory for full test results. 
ly coaxial S/PDtf), 0- optical, usual-
ly Toslink). 

Key to headphones Impedance - in ohms. 
Price· typical retail, to nearest 

¥�u��Opn -open back, vented or r:�t��,f� ��������� -
i�l�e:s���fe���n 

veracity type; gives less environmen- Th.e Directory for full test results. 
tal isolation, but is usually more nat-
ural feeling in extended use. Sld -
sealed - the headphones form an air 

' seal around the ears, helping reduce 
sound leakage. IR -Infra red cordless. 
Ear· in-ear model. 

Weight· without cable. 

"' "' ,. "' �- ... 
� � �- Cl � Model Q' ., ;; s ., Size Special .. .. 

3 
a: 1 

J. ... !!. .. ... ... " 
Model lil ., � " Special .. .. 

' . . , · •  . . 
JVC XM·D1BK 900 MD E,O E,O s 1 ,5,13 enwooc KH·2020 40 Sld 210 32 2.5m OFC lead 
Marantz 00·82 399 occ E,O E,O M BIBS 42,15,34 OAC7 output Kenwood KA·5000 70 Sld 280 32 2.5m OFC lead 
Marantz 00·92 800 occ E,O E,O MB/BS 46,15,34 OAC7, zinc side panels Kossm60 29 Sld 150 27 
Meridian COR 4500 CD·R E,O E BS 1nl Kossm65 45 Sld 150 100 
Nakrumchi 10001 0 OAT E,O E,O MBm/ Koss MAC5 45 Opn 100 60 
Phiilils DCC300 179 DCC E y BS 1nl 36,11,30 OSS IU7 59 Sld 330 150 
Phili s DCC600 199 DCC E y BS 1nl 44,12,30 Koss Porta Pro Jnr 59 Opn 65 60 
Pioneer ·07 1150 OAT E,O E,O 44,14,38 96kHz record, L�to Link Koss Porta Pro 1 65 Opn 65 60 
Sharp MD·M11E 449 MD 0 0 3,10,11 Koss MAC? 65 Sld 160 60 
Sharp MD·M11 450 MD y 8,3,11 Recorder, litle generator Koss Pro 480 115 Cld 250 100 
Sonv MBS501 800 MD E,O E,O BS 43,9,35 Sample rate cpnverter Koss Pro 4M 129 Sld 425 230 
SOOVDfCSOffi 800 DAT E,O E,O BS 43,11,55 SBM Koss JCK200 195 Sld 240 lOO Cordless infra·red 
Technics RS·DC8 700 DCC E,O E,O BS 43,12,35 Koss JCK300 350 Sld 240 100 Cordless infra red 

KOSSESP950 1995 Opn 350 Electrostatic 

3 Maxell HP100 4 Ear 3 32 Replacable pads, 1 m lead 
., 

! 
.. 

� 
... 

� .. •r " 
Model Q' ., � " Special .. .. 

Maxell HP200 5 Opn 30 32 Replacable pads, 1 m lead 
Maxell HP·400 8 Ear 4 32 With pouch, 6/3/3.5mm fit 
Maxell HP·350 9 Eiar 5 32 Winder case, fold oluo, 

,,. . Maxell HP-500 13 Opn 45 32 2.7m lead, 6.3/3.5mm fit 
Aiw-o Hi'=Vf41 7 Ear 5 16 Bass resonator ducts Maxell HP1 000 15 Opn 95 32 2.7m lead, digital ready 
Aiwa HP·A160 7 Opn 45 32 Banded, 3.5/6.3mm Maxell HP2000 20 Opn 140 32 Volume conlrol diQital ready 
Aiwa HP·JB33 8 Opn 18 16 Vertical ear fit, ultra liqht Maxell HP·3000 30 Sed 120 32 Volume control di ital readv 
Aiwa HP·V143 9 Ear 5 16 Bass resonator ducts Nakamichi SP7 70 Opn 150 45 
Alwa HP·A260 9 Opn 54 32 Banded, bass resonator ducts Pionee�5 16 Opn 60 30 2m OFC cable 
Aiwa HP·V145 10 Ear 5 16 Carrying case included Pioneer SE·15 20 Opn 65 30 2m OFC cable 
Aiwa HP·V147 10 Ear 5 16 Bass resonator ducts Pioneer SE·32 23 Opn 94 40 2.5 OFC cable 
Alwa HP· X201 13 Sld 230 Dual pluQ P1oneer SE· 52 25 Opn 104 40 2.5 OFC cable 
AlWa HP-:ft.36 13 Opn 65 40 Banded, bass resonator ducts Pioneer SE·15V 30 Opn 65 30 5m OFC cable 

'Aiwa HP·X301 20 Sld 230 3m lead, dual plug Pioneer st=330D 35 Sld 165 35 3m cable, bass boost duct 
Aiwa HP·VX303 25 Sld 230 ln·line conlrols, dual plugs Pioneer SE·4000 37 Sld 185 35 3m cable, dual bass horn 
AiwaHP· X705 40 Sld 130 Dual plug, 2m ext cable 1'1oneer SNOOD 48 Sld 175 35 3m cable, dual bass horn 
AKG K2 23 Opn 70 200 Mini Pioneer SE· 7000 60 Sld 180 35 3m cable, dual bass horn 
AKGK33 25 Opn 90 50 Ross RE·233 5 Opn 25 8 Micro 
AKG K44 42 Opn 90 50 Ross RIH·150 6 Ear 5 16 Inner ear headphone 
ARGK135 46 Opn 160 150 Ross RE·235 6 Opn 5 16 Personal stereo 
AKG K141 74 Opn 225 600 Ross RE·234 6 Opn 5 16 Personal stereo 
7\RG K240 Monitor 82 Opn 240 600 Ross RE·229 6 Opn 35 8 Folding 
AKG K270 112 Sld 250 75 Ross RE·2030 6 Opn 5 8 Personal stereo 
AKG K280 Parabolic 117 Opn 250 75 Ross RMH·300 7 Opn 51 8 �htweight 
AKG K400 118 Opn 250 120 Ross RE·280 7 Ear 10 16 Vertical inner ear 
AKG K270 Studio 121 Sld 250 75 Ross RE·246 7 Opn 5 16 Micro stereo phones 
AKG K500 138 Opn 250 120 Rossl1E·223 � 7 Sld 155 8 Stereo/mono 
AKG K340 191 Opn 380 400 Ross RMH·500CO 9 Opn 48 16 Ughtweiahl 
AKG K1000 646 Opn 270 120 Ross RIH·360CIY" 9 Ear 16 16 Vertical inner ear 
Audio Technica ATH·309 36 Opn 140 30 Ross RE·2060CO 9 Opn 5 16 Inner ear headphone 

u io Techmca ATH·M4X 39 Opn 140 30 Ross RMH·31 OTV 10 Opn 51 8 For video and TV 
Audio Technica ATH·909 60 Opn 200 600 Ross RIH·550 10 Ear 5 16 Inner ear, with volume control 
Audio Techmca ATH·01 80 Opn 200 600 Ross RIH·460CO 12 Ear 16 16 Vertical inner ear, volume pot 
Audio TechnK:a ATH·910 90 Sld 200 600 Ross RDH-200CD 13 Sld 150 8 Closed back 
Audio Technica ATH·900 245 Opn 240 32 Ross RDH·1 OOCD 15 Sld 144 8 CD headphone 
8ever DT311 45 Opn 120 40 Ross RQ[300CD 17 Sld 155 8 CD headphone 
Beyer DT331 49 Opn 120 250 Ross ROHAOOCD 22 Sld 186 8 Digital headohone 
Sever DT411 59 Opn 120 250 Sennheiser H016 8 Opn 45 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual olua 
Sever DT431 69 Opn 250 250 Sennheiser HD36 11 Opn 62 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug 
Be er DT·511 85 Opn 200 40 Sennheiser HD56 13 Opn 72 32 Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug 
Bever DT990 119 Don 200 600 Sennheiser �s 25 Opn 118 32 3m lead, 3 5/6.3mm 
Sever DT801 129 Sld 250 250 Sennheiser Manhattan 25 Opn 118 32 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
revertJTTOO 135 Sld 350 600 Sennheiser HD440 11 35 Opn 125 60 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Beyer 01770 Pro 140 Sld 250 600 Sennheiser H060TV 36 Opn 118 32 6.8m lead· inc vol control) 
Beyer DT811 159 Opn 245 250 Sennheiser H0320 45 Opn 120 60 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Sever IRS790 165 Opn 120 Cordless infra·red Sennhelser HD330 60 Opn 120 100 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Bever OT990 Pro �. 169 Opn 250 600 Sennheiser HD340 70 Opn 120 100 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Sever DT·901 179 Sld 280 250 Sennheiser H025 SP 80 Sld 115 85 3m lead, 6.3mm pluo 
Seyer IRSS90 199 Opn 120 600 Sennheiser HD53 90 Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Bayer DT911 199 Opn 275 250 Sennheiser H0545 Refer 1ce110 Opn 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Jecklin Float Model 1 75 Opn 400 200 Sennheiser � 130 Ear 40 lnfra·red cordless 
Jecklin Roat Model 2 99 Opn 400 200 Sennheiser HD565 Ovafl 130 QQ_n 255 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
Jecklin Roat ELS 399 Opn 600 8 Electrostatic SennheiSer HD265Diie a 130 Sld 260 150 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
JVC HA·M3 6 Sld 33 32 1.2m dual pluo lead Sennheiser HD25 145 Sld 140 70 1.5m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
JVCHA·F15 9 Opn 6 16 Mini 1.2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Sennheiser 15450 150 QQ.n 160 Infra-red cordless hi fi 
JVC HA·X55 12 Sld 45 32 2m dual pluo lead Sennheiser Set 180/UK 150 Ear 43 Infra-red cordless 
JVG HA·D410 15 Sld 90 32 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Sennheiser 15550 180 Opn 170 lnfra·red cordless 
JJC HA·X77 16 Sld 40 32 2m dual plug lead Sennheiser HO 580 190 Opn 260 300 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
JVCHM35 16 Opn 6 32 Mini 1.2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug Sennheiser Charleslon 225 Opn 210 140 3m lead, dual pluo, leather tr 
JVC HA·X99 17 Sld 50 32 2m dual plug lead Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 998 Opn 260 Electrostatic with energiser 
JVC HA·D510 20 Sld 110 32 3m, 6.3/3.5m·acks Sennheiser Orpheus 9652 Opn 365 Electrostatic, valve energiser 
JVC HA·D610 25 Sld 120 32 3m, 6.3/3.sm·acks Scl1l_ MDR·E505 8 Ear SLJQplied soft case 
JVC HA·D690 40 Sld 220 32 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks Scl1l_MDR·E515EX 8 Ear 5 1 m lead, mini oluo 
JVC HA·0710 55 Sld 210 32 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks Sony MDR·007 Mk 11 8 Opn 36 2m, 3.5/6.3mm luo 
JVC HA·D910 65 Sld 220 32 3m, 6.3/35mjacks Scny MDR·009 10 Opn 40 2m, 3.5/6.3mm lua 
JITCHA·D1 000 250 Sld 340 32 5m, 6.3/3.5m·acks Scny MDR"Ml7L 11 Ear 13 1m mini plua 
Kenwood KH·535 15 Ear 32 3.5mm plug Scny MDR·A009 12 Opn 

Kenwood KH·757 20 Ear 32 3.5mm plug SOny MDR·E515V 12 Ear 5 1 m lead, mini plug 
Kenwood KH·1 000 20 Opn 30 32 2m OFC lead Scny MDR·V50 13 Sld 
i<eiiWOOdl<H·959 25 Ear 32 3.5mm plug Sony MDR·E525 15 Ear 5 1 m lead, mini plug 

�!.!':2!!�!1rtm'�����YJB·�'��i?�!?J�:f§?Hm.t'·i?J!'j!' - I �!�±:!�i�!ftfii����!!iJ§�!'!?i1:!'!!!1f§�Hm."•i?J!i�!l - I 



BRITAIN'S 
LARGEST 

INDEPENDENT 
HI·FI/VIDEO 
BULK BUYER 

0 Our Massive Buying Power gives 
you the Best Possible Deal. Brand 
New Factory Sealed units, Unless 
Clearly Stated - All Fully 
Guaranteed. 

0 A// prices include V.A. T. 

0 We have Friendly Expert 
Advisers on hand at our 
10,000sq. ft. Superstore at 
Barking. They can offer Advice and 
Full Oem0116tratlons. 

0 We offer the Fastest Mail Order 
Department In the Business. Fully 
Insured, specially packed 24 Hour 
securfcor delivery 

0 14 day e>«;hange 011 all goods 

0 We Cam. We hews Fully Trained 
SerAce Rnsonnel. 

0 We want your custom ... 
If you have been satisfied with the 
Service at Hyper-Fi tell others. If 
you're not happY for any reason 
don't hesitate to tell us. 
JUST �/TE TO: HYPEIHI P.R. OEPT. 
(RICHSIOE), FREEPOST, RM90, CHIGWELL, IG7 613R. 

' HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
' 3 HEAD 2 MOTOR SYSTEM 
' .DOLSY B & C HX PRO. 
• CASSffiE STABIUZER 
' MULTI A#S FULL LOGIC 
' BIAS & RECORD CAUBRA TION 

TCK411 

• 
... . � 

� . . ·--

' WHAT HI Fl AWARD WINNER 
' SOUND QUAUTY ***** PM4451 
' 2 x 50 WATTS RMS 
' TWIN TAPE INPUTS DISPlAY MODEL 
' SPECIAL EDITION OPTIMUM PERI'OAA'ANCE 



AMPLIFIERS 

PIONEER 

'HIGHLY REVIEWED RANGE 
• 2 x 25 WATTS OUTPUT 
' 5 INPUTS 2 TAPE DUBBING 

' BASS TREBLE TONE tONTROLS 
' LOUDNESS SWTTCH 
' HEADPHONE SOCKET BLACK 420mm c__ __ __J 

' 
------

=<w-�41#JW#'.aw41!1 
' 2 x 65 WATTS D IN 8 OHMS (· :• •'.' 
'2 X 240 WATTS MUSIC PONER ' · FA930 

' REMOTE CONTROl £20 
' HEAVY DUTY BINDING POSTS 
' DIGIT ALINPUTS/OUTPUTS 

..... -
�- """' � ' '""�-.; 
: :::, ' -; ... �: 

� .; "'::';,_ �::.:::..� � �= >�,' 
� �� � �� 

oo>,.___ -

' 1 00 WATTS RMS 8 OHMS ' GIBRALTER CHASSIS 
' 7 INPUTS

b
TWlN DRIVE POWER SUPPLY 

' SOURCE IRECT /RECORD OUT SELECT 
'MM/MC PREOUT AB SPEAKERS 
' HIGHLY REVIEWED AMP 

"' .. , '�;;��- ,, � �""'" ��-(<' 
!::1 �. ' • ' 

(,; ,, <,_, I :o:; -··-' d. • 

:��'Et),���� f�E��? "v asoo 
'ULnMATE HOME THEATRE 
'2 X 85 WATTS FRONT 2 X 45 WATTS REAR 
' 1 X 45 WATTS CENTRE' DOLBY PRO LOGIC DSP 

' SIX AUDIO SIX VISUAL CONNECTIONS 
' FULL REMOTE CONTROL 



RECIEYERS 

'60 
• 38 KEY REMOTE 
• 30 RANDOM PRE-SETS 

• • 3 BAND DIGITAL TUNER 
• • TWIN SPEAKERS LOUDNESS 

'�±��� 
� 

!\' ,, -�<-
��- '""' ,-,.;'�',' ..... 

� 

• QUAUTY DIGITAL TUN ER FT910 
• AM/FM 30 PRESETS 
• REMOTE CONTROL OPTION 
• REMOTES WITH FA920 AMP 
• 435MMWIDE 

TX470 

TUNERS 

• RDS TUNER WITH EON 5TS311 
• 3 BAND AM/FM DIGITAL SYSTEM 
• DISPLAY TUNING 30 PRESETS 
• DIAL TUNING SYSTEM 
• WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 

• WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 
• DOLBY B. C. HX PRO 
• FULL LOGIC CONTROL 
• AMORPHOUS ALLOY HEADS 
• FINE BIAS ADJUST 

• 3 HEAD CASSETTE 
• INFRA RED REMOTE. 
• DOU!Y B. C. HX PRO 
• ELECTRONIC COUNTER 
• H/P OUTPUT MUSIC SEARCH 

��£ 169-95 

• FIVE CASSETTE CAROUSEL TCCS 
• CONTINUOUS RECORD/PLAY FOR 7.5 HOURS 
• 3 MOTOR AMORPHOUS HEAD 
• REMOTE CONTROL POWER LOADING 
• DOLBY B.C. HX PRO. HIGH SPEED DUBBING 

��£229.95 "'� 

SONY 
..-..------------ -

:: - �# � _..,r.,.,� 
" '" - � 1> ,. � 

� ,z�,---- � 

• 3 HEAD DOLBY S CASSETTE TCK6115 
• POWER OPEN/CLOSE 
• DISPLAY MODEL3 MOTOR SYSTEM 
• CERAMIC CASSETTE HOLDER 
• WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 

• FIVE STAR WHAT HI-FI REVIEW DR3 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
• SUPERB QUAUTY 2 HEAD MACHINE 

I 
Also DR2 

I : ��fE�frK
R��� �&� UNPRINTABLE 

CASSETTE DECKS 

• RECOMMENDED HI Fl CHOICE GX95 11 
• 3 HEAD SUPER GX (1 0 YEAR GUARANTEE) 
• CLOSED LOOP DUAL CAPSTAN DRIVE 
• DOLBY B, C & HX PRO (SWITCHABlf) 
• AZIMUTH & HEIGHT ADJUSTMENT 

• QUAUTY COMPACT DISC 
• 3 BEAM LASER PICK UP 
• 20 SELECTION PROGRAM 
• REMOTE OPTIONAL 
• DIGITAL OPTICAL OUTPUT 
• SLIMLINE BLACK 240 VOLT 

• QUAUTY COMPACT DISC 
• 1 BIT D/ A CONVERTOR 
• 45 BIT NOISE SHAPING DIGITAL FILTER 
• 20 TRACK MUSIC CAlfNDER 
• PfAK SEARCH 

' FAMOUS PHIUPS QUAUTY CD920 
• HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI. 
• BITSTREAM DA.C. DIGITAL OUTPUT 
• OPTIONAL REMOTE £20 
• DIRECT ACCE$5 EDIT MODES 

• TOP OF RANGE COMPACT DISC 
• WHAT HI Fl*****· 
• 'UPFRONT CRISP ANALYTICAL 
• DIGITAL OPTICAL OUT 
• OPTIONAL REMOTE £20. HP. SOCKET 
• SUPERB BUILD QUAUTY 

• GREAT FEATURE REVIEW WHAT HI-FI 
• 45 BIT 8 DAC D/ A CONVERSION. 
• DIGITAL SERVO SYSTEM 
• REMOTE £1 0/REM VOL 
• TIME/MANUAL FADE 

��£ 129-95 



IMPORTANT NOTICE AUTHORISED DEALERS 
Not all advertisers in this magazine are authorised dealers for the products they stock. If you check with major 
manufacturers they will advise you to buy from authorised dealers to ensure full company guarantee back up. 

Hyper·FI only sells brand new factory sealed stock direct from the manufacturers and Is 

an authorised dealer for all Its brands 

COMPACT DISC 

• BITSTREAM QUAUTY MULTlPLAYER. 
" DIGITAL ANALOGUE OUTPUT 
• FTS FAVORrTE TRACK SELECTlON 
" FUU REMOTE CONTROL 
• CARROUSEL AUOWS 3 DISC CHANGE WHILE 

PLAYING FIFTH 
• FUU WIDTH 435MM 

COMPACT DISC 

• LASER DISC PLAYER 
" ANALOGUE PAL SYSTEM 

• "1 BIT D/A CONV .. 
' " PlAYS NORMAL C. D. ' · " OPTlCAL DIGITAL OUTPUT 

" SCREEN DISPLAY 

) " 'RECOMMENDED' HI-FI CHOICE 
•:• " **** SOUND QUAUTY WHAT HI-FI 
•.·. :�.m: �,.gm��� BUILD QUAUTY 
,. · 

• CENTRE TRAY FUU REMOTE 

MINIM 
• IMPROVED MODEL UP FROM MINI MONITOR 
' RECOMMENDIED HI·FI CHOICE 
• 70 WATTS POWER RATING 

I 
' FERRO FLUID DOME TWEffiR 
" HARD WlRED X/OVER$ : �!�J:��R TERMINALS 

lt . 

WHARF DALE 
CIS3 

• 100WATT HANDLING 
' HIGHLY REVlEWED HI-FI CHOICEI 
' INFINITE BAFFLE SYSTEM 
'2 WAY BASS & TWEffiR 
'SOHMS 
' BLACK FINISH 

MSS. 
' FUU Y SHEILDIED MAGNETS 

FOR AU A/V APLICATIONS 
• HIGHLY REVlEWED HI-FI SPEAKER 
' NEW IMPROVED TWEffiR 
' POSrTEC PROTECTlON SYSTEM 
• SHELF OR FLOOR STAND USE 
'100WATTS HANDUNG 
' DELUX BLACK FINISH 
• IDIEAL CENTRE SPEAKER 

I 

SPEAKERS 
J.P.W. 

SONATA 

•, "HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
•: ' WHAT HI-FI AWARD WINNER 
) ' HI-FI CHOICE BEST BUY i '70 WATTS HANDUNG 

•• • 

• FREQ RANGE 70HZ - 20KHZ 
'WALNUT FINISH 

320 X 230 X 210mm 

MORDAUNT SHORT 
MS.IO 

: ,: • HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
• ,, ' ***** REVIEWED WHAT HI·FII 

• •· : l����rr� ����fuR 
' " DIELUXE BLACK FINISH 

' HIGHLY REVIEWED HI-FI CHOICE 
'HIGHLY REVIEWED WHAT HI-FI 
' 1 00 WATTS HANDLING 
' 3 WAY BASS REFLEX 
' SUPfRB BLACK FINISH 

MS30 
: 'HIGHLY REVIEWED NEW RANGE 
' "TWO WAY INFINITE BAFFLE 
: "100WATTS REPAC UNITS 
' ' ALUMINIUM DOME TWEffiR 
• " MCS WOOFER Bl. WlRE 
• ' 25 x .43 x 28cm BLACK FINISH 



AMPLIFIERS 

AIWA . 
XA003 £99.9 5 
XA950 £119.95 

DE NON 
PMA250111 £1 59.95 
PMA.450 £199.95 
PMA35011 £219.95 
PMAABOR £219.95 
PMA.450SE £269.95 
PMA880R £299.95 
AVC3020ED £499.95 
AVC3020 £529.95 

KENWOOD 
KA\030 £119.95 
KA3020ED £139.95 
KA3050R £169.95 
KA.4040R £169.95 
KASOAOR £169.95 
KA3020SED £169.95 
KA5050RED £249.95 
KAV3700EO £229.95 
KAV8500 £469.95 
KAV7700EO £469.95 

MARANTZ 
PMA2 £?9.95 
PMAASED £129.95 
PM32 £139.95 
PM52 £149.95 
SP50 ED £149.95 
PMAASE £149.95 
PM80 £299.95 
PM52SE £299.95 
PM5ASE UK £299.95 
PM700ED £349.95 
PM80S)...AJ"99. 95 
310 P.O.A 
302ED £129.95 
304ED £169.95 
306ED £269.95 

NAKAMICHI 
1A3 £169.95 
1A2 P.O.A. 
1A1 P.O.A. 

PHI UPS 
FA920 £119.95 
FA930 £1.49.95 

PIONEER 
A201 £69.95 
A203 P.O.A 
AI02 £99.95 
A351R £1.49.95 
AJOOXED £149.95 
�6G £t�ts 
A.400X P.O.A. 
A602 £2.49. 95 A6768l £2.49. 95 

ROTEL 
RA920AX £89.95 
RA935 £139.95 

SONY 
TAF21 1 £99.95 
TAF2.42 £119.95 
TAF319R £119.95 
TAF-442 £139.95 
T AFWE P.O.A. 
TAFS-42 £159.95 
TAF5.40E £179.95 
TAF670ES £299.95 
TAAV5708 P.O.A. 

TECHNICS 
SUV2220 £89.95 
SUV2320 £99.95 
SUA600K P.O.A. 
SUVJOO £1.49.95 
SUVX600 £1.49.95 
SUAlOOK P.O.A. 
SUV500 £179.95 
SUA800K £269.95 
SUA900K £329.95 

YAMAHA 
AX350 £99.95 
AXA70 P.O.A. 
AXV-401 £1.49.95 
AX570 £329.95 
AUDIO VISUAL 

CELESTION 
FUU RANG£ P 0 A. 

DE NON 
AVC1530EO £399.95 
AVC3020ED £499.95 
AVC3020 £529.95 
AVRIDOO P.O.A. 
AVC 3530 P.O.A. 

JPW 
FUU RANG£ P.O.A 

KENWOOD 
KAV3700ED £229.95 
KRV6050 £289.95 
KRV6060ED £289.95 
KRV7050ED £319.95 
KAV8500 £469.95 
KAV7700ED £469.95 

MARANTZ 
SP50ED £149.95 
PM700ED £349.95 
MORDAUNT SHORT 

FUU RANG£ P.O.A. 
PIONEER 

CLD2600 £1 99.95 
CLD2700 £299.95 
VSA7 .40 £3.49. 95 
VS701 S P.O.A. 
VSAD802S P.O.A. 
VSX-452 P.O.A. 
CLDI 850 P.O.A. 
CLD2850 P.O.A. 
CLDM5 P.O.A. 

ROTEL 
RB956AX £32.4. 95 
RSP960AX £399.95 

SONY 
STRD590 £189.95 
STRD51 lED £189.95 
STRD790 £199.95 
STRD6 1 I P.O.A. 
TAAV5708 P.O.A. 

TANNOY 
FUU RANGE P.O.A. 

TECHNICS 
SAG530 P.O.A. 
SAGX550LK P.O.A. 

YAMAHA 
DSPA500 P.O.A. 
DSPAIDOO P.O.A. 
DSPA2070 P.O.A. 
DSPE580 P.O.A. 
DSPE200 P.O.A. 
OSPE780 P.O.A. 
DSPEI 000 P.O.A. 
RXV470 P.O.A. 
DSPA970 P.O.A. 
NSE80 P.O.A. 
NSC80 P.O.A. 
NSCI 10 P.O.A. 

TUNERS ii�-
XT003 £69.95 
XT950 £89.95 

DEN ON 
11J560l £99.95 
11J260l £1,9.95 
11JS80 £1,9.95 
11J380RO £189.95 

KENWOOD 
KT2030l £129.95 
KT30501£D £129.95 
KT60.40 ·£169.95 

MARANTZ suo £119.95 
ST50l £139.95 
ST72t£0 £199.95 

NAD 
.402ED £1.49.95 

PHI UPS 
FT91 0 £79.95 
FT930 £99.95 
FT920 £99.95 

PIONEER 
F201l £79.95 
F202l £99.95 
F676 £119.95 
F550RDS £119.95 
F.401l £119.95 
F301RDS £1.49.95 
����g� £ll69f. 

ROTEL 
RT930AX £129.95 
RT9508XEO £1.49.95 

SONY 
STS21 1 lB P.O.A. 
STSI 70 £1 19.95 
STS311LB £1.49.95 
STS570ES £1 99.95 
STS505ES P.O.A. 
STS770 ES £199.95 

TECHNICS 
ST610LED £99.95 
STG630RDS P.O.A. 
STGT550 P.O.A. 
ST610l £129.95 
STG350 £139.95 
STG90LKED £199.95 
STGT650 P.O.A. 

YAMAHA 
TX550 £99.95 
TX470 £1 19.95 
TX950 £149.95 
TX670 P.O.A. 
M;J*3*MJifW 

DE NON 
DRA435 £1 49.95 
DRA3.45R £249.95 
DRA5.45R £31 9. 95 

JVC 
RX506VBK £149.95 

KENWOOD 
KRA50.40 £129.95 
KRV6050 £289.95 
KRV6060ED £289.95 
KRV7050ED £319.95 

MARANTZ 
SR53ED £1 89. 95. 

NAD 
701 /705 £249.95. 

PIONEER 
SXI 02 £129.95 
SX202R £179.95 
SX302R £199.95 

SONY 
STRD390 £129.95 
STR031 1 £179.95 
STRD590 £189.95 
STRD51 lED £189.95 
STRD790 £199.95 
STRD71 1 P.O.A. 

TECHNICS 
SAGXI JOOLK£149.95 
SAGX2300LK£179.95 
SAGLX550LK P.O.A. 
SAGX350LK £2.49.95 

YAMAHA 
RX550 £149.95 
RXV470 P.O.A. 
RX360 £359.95 
CASSETTE DECKS 

AKAI 
DX57 £199.95 
GX95 11 £329.95 

AIWA 
ADF410 £79.95 
ADF450ED £1 1 9. 95 
ADWX727ED£149.95 
ADF810 £1.49.95 
ADWX828ED £169.95 
ADWX929ED £199.95 
ADF850ED £199.95 
XK57DOO £299.95 
XKS9000 £399.95 

DE NON 
DRM510 £99.95 
DRM610 £129.95 DRM5.(Q £159.95 
DRS810 P.O.A. 
DRM710ED £219.95 
DRW760 £2.49.95 

KENWOOD 
KX3050 P.O.A. 
KX5050 P.O.A. 
KX5030 £129.95 
KXW80.40 £1.49.95 
KX9050S P.O.A. 

MARANTZ 
SD52 £139.95 
SD53ED £149.95 
SD63ED £199.95 

NAKAMICHI 
DR3 P.O.A. DR2 P.O.A. 

PHIUPS 
OCC900 £199.95 

PIONEER 
CTSJIO £79.95 
CTS320 £119.95 
CTW620R £1.49.95 
CTS520 £169.95 
CTS510 £169.95 
CT95 P.O.A. 

CTS620 £199.95 
CTS810 £199.95 
CTS610 £199.95 
CTW820R £249.95 
CTS900S £399.95 
CTS95 P.O.A 

SONY 
TCFX21 1 £54.95 
TCFX1708 £99.95 
TCK31 1 £99.95 
TCK370 £119.95 
TCK-41 1 £129.95 
TCK-470 £149.95 
TCWR535B £149.95 
TCK51 IS P.O.A 
TCC5 £229.95 
TCK6 1 1 S £2.49.95 
TCWR635S £2.49.95 
OTC690 £399.95 

TECHNICS 
RSBXA04 £129.95 
RSTR373 P.O.A 
RSTR474 P.O.A 
RS8X501 P.O.A 
RS8X701 P.O.A 
RSTR333K £139.95 
RSBX646K £159.95 
RSTR474 £199.95 
RSTR515K £199.95 
RSBX747KED £249.95 

YAMAHA 
KX380 P.O.A 
KX260 £139.95 
KX480 P.O.A 
KXW162 £1.49.95 
KX580 P O.A 
KX360 £159.95 
KXW262 £199.95 
KX650 £229.95 

TURNTABLES 

DUAL 
CS.435ED £99.95 
CS503/2ED £129.95 
CS505/4 £149.95 

NAD 
533ED £179.95 

SONY 
PSLXIOOB £54.95 
PSLX1508 £99.95 
PSLX.ol318 £149.95 

TECHNICS 
SUD822K P.O.A. 
Sl 1 200 P.O.A. 
Sll 210 P.O.A. 

SPEAKERS 

I&W 
DM6001MP P.O.A. 
DM6101MP P.O.A. 
DM6201MP P.O.A. 

CELESTION 
CEll P.O.A. 
CEL3 P.O.A. 
3RO DIM . £99.95 
CEL5 £1 29.95 
CEL 7 £169.95 
OOTON 2 £169.95 
CEL 98l £169.95 
CEL90AK £199.95 
CEL I SOAK £299.95 
CERWIN VEGA 
AT-40 £249.95 
AT60 £299.95 
AT80 £399.95 
VSIO P.O.A. 
VS12 P.O.A. 
ATIOO £499.95 
VSI5 15 P.O.A. 

JPW 
MINIM Wl P.O.A 
MINIM Bl P.O.A. 
SUBWOOFER P.O.A. 
SONATA Wl £69.95 
SONATA Bl £99.95 
PI P.O.A. AP2 P.O.A. 
APJ P.O.A. 

MISSION 
760i P.O.A 
760iSE £129.95 
731 £129.95 
761i £179.95 
780SE £239.95 
762i £2.49. 95 
781 £2.49.95 
763 £379.95 

764i £479.95 
765i £679.95 
STANDS £59.95 

MONITOR AUDIO 
S11JD5 OAK. £349.95 
MA 1800 MH £799.95 
MAl 800 Bl £999.95 
MA18DOOAK £999.95 
MORDAUNT SHORT 

MS5. 1 O.SBL £59.95 
MSIO RP £99.95 
MS05 £109.95 
MS5. 10 Bl £119.95 
MSIO £139.95 
MS20 P.O.A 
MS30RP £1 99.95 
MS30 £269.95 
MS5.50RO £329.95 
MS5.50Bl £349.95 MS.40 P.O.A 
MS50 P.O.A 

NAD 
801 EO £79.95 
802ED £1 69.95 
80AED £289.95 

SONY 
SSA109 £49.95 
SS86E P.O.A. 
APM181ES £199.95 
SSS70ES £299.95 

TANNOY 
603.2ED £99.95 
605.2ED £129.95 
607.2ED £1.�9.95 
609.2ED £169.95 
61 1.2ED £3.49.95 
613.2ED £499.95 
615.2ED £599.95 
NEW RANG£ P.O.A 

WHARFEDALE Delta 30 11 £49.95 
CRS3 £49.95 
Diamond 5 £59.95 
CRS5 £129.95 
CRS7 £1 99.95 
CRS9 £299.95 

EQUALISERS 

KENWOOD 
GE .4030 £1 .49. 95 
GE 7030ED £1 99.95 

SONY 
SEQ.(l, £99.95 

TECHNICS 
SHGE70EK P.O.A 
SHGE90K P.O.A 
MICRO SYSTEMS 

LCX7 
LCX50 
LCX60 
t8f 

AJWA 
£219.95 
�m:�� 
£269.95 
£299.95 

LCX70M £329.95 
LCX10 £3.49.95 

J.V.C. 
UXTI £269.95 
UXM £299.95 
�rusR �.�� 
�NW�:R.9s 

SONY 
PMC301 £269.95 
MINI SYSTEMS 

AKAI 
MX92 £2.49. 95 
MX95 £249.95 
MX570 £299.95 
MX670 £3.49.95 
MX770 £399.95 

AJWA 
NSX270 £1 99.95 
NSX360G £239.95 
NSX3.40 £249.95 
NSXAOO £269.95 
NSX500 £279.95 
NSX430 £299.95 
NSX520 £299.95 
NSX5.40 £3.49. 95 
NSXD636 £399.95 
NSXD707 £399.95 

NSXD737 £449.95 
NSXD909 £449.95 
NSXD939 £649.95 

DE NON 
065 P.O.A. 
070 £449.95 
0100 £499.95 
090 P.O.A. 
0110 P.O.A. 
0250 P.O.A. 
DFIO P.O.A. 

JVC 
ADA 52 £299.95 
ADAS20 £329.95 
ADA 53 £349.95 
ADA 5.4 £3.49. 95 
ADAS30 £379.95 
ADAC33 £399.95 
ADA S6 £399.95 
ADAS50 £419.95 
ADAS50R W9.95 
ADAC55 £529.95 
ADAS60R £529.95 
ADA G7 £699.95 
ADA G9 £899.95 

KENWOOD 
UD301 £299.95 
UD302 £349.95 
UD351M £389.95 
UD501 £399.95 
UD552 £439.95 
UD551M £539.95 
�8�2lM ��:�� 
UD901 £649.95 
UD951M £749.95 

PANASONIC 
SCCH-40 £319.95 
SCCH80 £369.95 

PIONEER 
N33 £199.95 
N50W £299.95 
N70W £3.49.95 
N70WM £399.95 
NIOOW £429.95 
NIOOWM £499.95 
N93T £699.95 
IMPJ £7 49.95 
N93M £799.95 
IMP7 £899.95 

MIDI SYSTEMS 

M-48 
��ii

.95 

��� 
JVC 

:1! 

"' J 
QUAUFY 

PIONEER 
JIO £349.95 
J200 £349.95 
J20 £399.95 
JJOO W9.95 
J.(OQM £549.95 
J20M £549.95 
J-40 £599.95 
J500 £649.95 
J500M £699.95 

SONY 
C108 £269.95 
Cl 90 £299.95 
C209 £299.95 
Cl 95 £339.95 
Cl 59 £399.95 
C259 £339.95 
C290 £349.95 
C295 £399.95 
C359 £399.95 
C490 £449.95 
C559 W9.95 

TECHNICS 
COX I 20 P.O.A. 
CDX320 P.O.A. 
CDX520 P.O.A. 
COMPACT DISCS 

AIWA 
XC300" £89.95 
XC750" £99.95 
XC950 £1 29.95 

DE NON 
DCD690" £99.95 
DCD595" £129.95 
DCD695 £199.95 
DCD825 £219.95 
DCD890" £229.95 
DCDI 290" £1 99.95 
DCMJAO" £349.95 
DCD2560" £599.95 

KENWOOD 
DP50.40 £1 29.95 
DP2050 £1.49.95 
DP3050 £179.95 
DP7050ED £1 99.95 
DP5050 £229.95 
DPM6650 £239.95 

MARANTZ 
CD53 P.O.A. 
CD5211ED £139.95 
CD5211 £149.95 
CD63ED £199.95 
CD52 11SED £199.95 
CD63 P.O.A. 
CD5211SE £229.95 
CD72 £269.95 
CDIOED £849.95 

NAD 
SOlED £139.95 
502ED £179.95 

NAKAMICHI 
CD-4 £239.95 

PHI UPS 
CD162 £59.95 
CD164 £89.95 
CD692 £99.95 
CD732 £1 19.95 
CD7 .40 P.O.A 
CD920 £1 19.95 
CD930 £119.95 
CDC7.45 £169.95 
CDC935 £1 69.95 

PIONEER 
PD202 £99.95 
PDS502 £119.95 
PDS103 £139.95 
PDS203 P.O.A 
PDS503 P.O.A 
PDM602ED £1 69.95 
PDS702 £199.95 
PDS801 £199.95 
POS701 £199.95 
PDS802 £199.95 
PDS703 £2.49. 95 
PDS901 £299.95 
CLD2700 £299.95 

ROTEL 
RCD965 £299.9 5 

SONY 
CDPM33 £99. �5 
CDP497 £99.95 
CDPMS-4 £99.95 
CDP31 2 P.O.A 
CDPM-43 £119.95 
CDP597 £1 39.95 
CDP31 1 £139.95 
CDP.ol 1 1 £1 39.95 
CDP71 lED £169.95 
CDP791 £1 99.95 
CDP911 EO £229.95 
CDPX303ES £349.95 

TEAC 
CDP3500 £149.95 
VRDSIO £699.95 

TECHNICS 
SLPJ38 £79.95 
SIPG3.40ED" £99.95 
SIJ'G4.40ED £139.95 
SLP360A £149.95 
SIPG5.40AK" £199.95 
SlPS7 .(OAK" £2.49. 9� 
SlPS8.40AK" £419.95 SlP2000 P.O.A. 

YAMAHA 
CDX660 £99.95 
CDX570 £119.95 
CDXA70 £159.95 
CDC635 £169.95 
CDX870 £169.95 

OPENING TIMES 
MON • SAT 9·6 ,_ PIIDll 7 p• 

CLOSID THUISDAYI 
�-------------------� 
I 1 
I 1 
I 1 
I 1 
I 1 
I 1 
1 1 
I I 
1 I 
1 I 

..- -- .-- .. L.;;.-_;;-�-;.;-�-�-.;_-�-.;;-�� 

Pleaee add £6 per Item for lneured 5ecurlcor dellverlee. 

Pleaee eupply (make/mot:tel) ..................................•..........•.•...........•.. 

I encloee Che'\ue/P.O . ..•..•.•.•.•..•............................ Payable "Hyper·fi" 

Maetercart:t or 
Viea No. 

EXPIRY DATE 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Name ••.•••.•.•.....•.•....•••••••.....•.•..•.•.•• Signature ••.•.•..•...••...••..•..•.••.•..•..••.. 

At:tt:treee .............................••.•.•.........................•..........•...•.••.•...........•.•.•. 

••.•.................•..•......•....•.•.......•..•..••••.•..•.......•.•.••.•• Poetcot:te .•••.•...•.•....... 

Daytlme/Worke Tel: (STD CODE) ........ No ..............•.....•... 



122 HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 

Model 
. ' . . 

SonvM!lR-24 = 

SonyMDR-25 
Sony MDR-W12L 
SonyMOR- 008� 
Sonv MOR-E535 

Sony MDR-44 
SonyMDR-009TY 
Sony MOR-35 
I SoiWMDR-C030 

. 

�� 
Sonv MDR-A22r-=-
Sony MOA-CD250EX 
Sony MOR-CD450 
Sony1JOR-IF21 0 
SonyMDR-CD550 
Sony MOR-033 
SonyMDR-IF210K 
Son MOR-055 
Son • MDR-CD750 
Son MOR-077 
Sony MDR-610k 
Sony MDR-CD1 000 
Stax SR34 
Stax SR Gamma 
Stax SR84 

Stax SR Lambda 
Stax Gamma Pro 
Stax Lambda Pro 
Stax Lambda Sio 
Technics RP-RT77 
Technics RP- B6 
Technics RP-HT116 
Technics RP-Ft 0 
i echnics RP-=1'30 

lvanco SR35 Micro 
Vivanco SR65 Mini 
Vwanco SR2 ' Micro 
Vivanco SR45 Micro 
Vivanco SR47 4 
Vivanco SR606 
Vivanco SRBOB 
VIVanco SR909 

rvanco IR900 
Vlvanco SRI 000111 
ViVanco SR9001 s� 

Model 
. ' 

Acousric Enerqy Aeois 1 
Acouslic Energy Ae!lrs_2 
Acoustic Energy AEI 
Acoustic Energy AE2 
Acoustic Enerqy AE3 
Advent Minr 
Advent Baby 2 
Advent Graduare 
Advenl Prodigy 
Advent Legacy 2 
Advent Laureate 
Advent Reritaoe 
Allison AL 100 
Allison AL 105 
Allison MS200 
Allison AL 11 0 
Allison AL115 
Allison CD6 
Allison CD? 
Allison AL 120 
Allison COS 

lii
25 
30 
10 

Allison I. C. 20 
AMCWMSO 
AMCWM75 
AMCWM100 
AOOOee Grand 
1\PQgee Centaur Minor 
Apogee Ribbon wan 

., . , 
I Allison All nil 

Jl 
g· 

15 
16 
16 
17 
18 
18 
19 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
22 
22 
2B 
45 
50 
60 
70 
BO 
90 
90 

120 
190 
200 
169 
239 
259 
349 
399 
449 
549 

30 
40 
60 

100 
IBO 

12 
13 
14 
15 
32 
40 
55 
70 
70 

110 
120 

Jl 
�-

452 
799 
B70 

1175 
1650 

99 
149 
219 
299 
349 
499 
579 
100 
170 
220 
220 
2BO 
300 
3BO 
420 
550 
650 
800 

2500 
5500 

120 
160 
210 

0 
1345 
1750 

100 

Key to headphones Weight· without cable. Price - typical retail, to nearest Impedance· in ohms. 
��u��-Opn - open back, vented or r:�t�d'�� �������;��- i�{ee:s���1e�i�" veracity type; gives less environmen-tal isolat1on, but is usually more nat- The Directory for fuH test results. ural feeling in extended use. Sld -sealed· the headphones form an air seal around the ears, helping reduce sound leakage. I R ·Infra red cordless. Ear· in-ear model. 

3 
I! ! � !· 

'5I 3: !;: Special 

Opn 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
OPN 
Ear 1.2m mini pluq 
Opn 5m, 3.5/6.3mm pluo 
Ear 5 1.2m lead, mini plug 
Opn 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Opn 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
OPN 
Sld 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Ear 6 1.2m lead, mini plug 
Sld 180 24 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Ear 6 1.2m lead, mini plug 
Sld 5m, 3.5/6.3mm pluq 
Ear 1.2m mini pluo 
Sld 3m, 3.5/6.3mm lead 
Sld 260 24 3m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
lA 170 Extra h/phone w/o transmitler 
Sld 270 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm pluo 
Sld 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
lA 170 Seven meter range infra red 
Sld 120 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm pluq 
Sld 290 45 3m, 3.5/6.3mm pluq 
Sld 140 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
IR 470 Seven meter range infra-red 
Sld 330 45 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Opn 170 Electrostatic 
Opn 300 Electrostalic 
Opn 160 Electrostatic 
Opn 325 Electrostatic 
Opn 300 Electrostatic 
Opn 325 Electrostatic 
Opn 325 Electrostatic 
Sld 150 32 3m lead 
Sld 150 35 3m lead 
Sld 190 35 3m lead 
Sld 300 32 3m lead 
Sld 340 32 3m lead 
Ear 4 IB For personal stereos 
Opn 30 32 For portable CO players 
Ear 4 IB Includes case 
Ear 4 IB Including volume control 
Opn 110 36 Soft ear cushions 
Opn 225 32 3.5/6.3mm pi(Jfl 
Opn 250 30 3.5/6.3mm plug 
Opn 2B5 600 Remore control lead, all pluqs 
Opn 235 Infra-red cordless 
Opn 265 100 In-front localisation 
Opn 280 Infra-red cordless 

3 ... 
! ... 

� "' .. .. " I; 
'5I ill g 5!l Size Special 

2x PI B6 B 150 21,39,26 Stand mount, metal cone 
2x Pt B6 B 200 33,106,26 Floor, reflex, metal cone 
2x PI B8 B 200 26,30,18 Metal dome/cone, solid enc 
2x PI 91 6 200 24,40,32 Twin bass, metal cone 
3x Pt B7 4 250 37,27,63 Simplified metal dome/cone 

88 8 120 16,2B,14 Bookshelf/stand mount 
2x 89 B 75 26,39,15 Bookshelf/stand mount 
2x 89 B 210 2B,44, 17 Bookshelf/stand mount 

89 B 300 24,68,20 Floor standing, lree space 
90 B 500 38,67,22 Floor standmg, lree s�ce 
90 B 500 21 ,B0,29 Floor standmo, lree space 
90 B 600 25,B9,31 Floor standi no, lree space 

2x 90 4 150 33,24,19 Boundary, stand mount 
2x 90 4 150 24,37,21 Boundary, sland mount 

90 4 75 13,25,14 Boundary, stand mount 
90 4 150 24,40,23 Floor standing, free space 
90 4 150 28,51,26 Boundary, stand mount 
90 4 150 29,29,29 Cuboid, wall mount 
90 4 150 24,70,24 Floor standing, free space 
90 4 200 28,61,29 Floor standino. free space 
90 4 200 27,73,27 Floor standino, free space 
90 4 200 28,78,29 OQen space, free standing 
90 4 200 32,95,34 Open space, free standing 
87 6 200 48,102,27 Floor standing, free space 
B7 6 400 53,122,31 Floor standing, free space 
B6 B 60 19,2B,7 Ceiling mount 
B6 8 80 22,30,9 Ceiling mount 
B6 B 100 26,36,10 Ceiling mount 

Ribbon B6 71' t94,B6 Three way ribbon, active sub 
Hybnd B8 4 100 30,BB,20 Ribbon/dynamic 
Hybnd B9 27,120,7 Ribbon/dynamic 

, . ' ., . ' 
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Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. Price· typical retail, to nearest Sens · output at given power input 
¥����-2X, JX etc - number of indepen- level. Impedance - in ohms. Power- maxi-dent drive units, Pt - parted, IS- Si��-r!id:h �h�1:�t 3xmcfet���j ���-ut. sealed, Active - dedicated active crossover, needs amps for each dri· 
���bA!oRof:r�t�f-d _b:�� �r�i�-t��·a�ra� r:�t��cf� ����l�hcJi��-i�{ee�s���1e�i�n drive unit, Horn - horn loadin�. MC - The Directory for full test results. moving coil, ESl- electrostatic, CC-coupled cavity, Hybrid- dynamic 
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Model �- '5I ill !;: � Size Special 

. . 
Apogee Cenlaur 2300 Hybrid 88 4 150 33,102,25 Ribbon/dynamic 

I Apogee Slant 6 2400 Hybrid 88 Ribbon tweeter, dynamic bass 
A <>oee COD Subwooler 3490 H brid 87 63,3B,55 Active movinq coil sub 

I Apogee Stage Sub 3645 MC 86 5B,25,42 Active moving coil sub 
Apogee Slanr 8 3700 Hybnd 88 Ribbon treble, dynamic mass 
Apogee Caliper Sig 399B Rrbbon B7 5B,127 Two way 
Apogee Stage 4100 Rrbbon B6 55,82,5 Two way 

I Aoooee Centaur Ma'or 4980 Hybrid BB 4 200 40,141,27 Ribbon/dynamic 
Apogee Studio Grand 14900 Hybrid B7 63,160,55 Three way ribbon, active sub 
AR M.S 139 2x 8B 6 18,21,15 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
AA Pi One 149 90 8 60 19,32,17 Stand mount, boundary siting 
AR Fun Partner 170 90 6 75 27,15,20 Utility model 
AA Pi Two � 199 90 8 100 27,44,2 Stand mount, boundary siting 
AR MI 199 BB B 100 2B,27,20 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
AA Pi Three 219 B9 B 100 21,51,22 Stand mount, bound"'l'_ sitirlf!_ 
AR Active Partner 230 Actrve 19,27,15 Utility model 
AA Rock Partner 240 90 8 100 24,37,22 Utility powered (act1ve) 
AAM2 299 90 B 125 24,42,36 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
AA Subwoofer 1 MS 300 90 4 IBO 30,21 ,4B Compact subwoofer 
AR M3 349 90 B 125 24,55,40 Boundary, bookshelf mount 
AA Powered Partner 350 ACtiVe 15 t9,27,15 Stand mount, free space 
AR Pi Four 399 BB 8 125 25,57,27 Stand mount, free space 
AAM4 429 B8 8 150 20,72,40 Floor standinq, free space 
AR M5 799 90 B 175 22,92,27 Floor standina, free space 
AR M6 899 90 B 200 22,106,27 Floor standing, free space 
Arcam Delta 2 300 2x Pt BB B 75 22,38,28 Stand mount, walnut or black 
ATC SCM10 995 2x IB BO B 300 1B,3B,26 Mnimum IOOwpc, non-boundary 
ATC SCM20 1461 2x IB B3 B 300 31.72,34 Minimum 1 OOwpc, non-boundary 
'Aft SCM20 Tower 1999 2x IB 83 B 300 24,103,34 Floor standinq SCM20 
AiCSCMSO 321B 3x Pt BS B 150 31,72,43 To special order only 
ATCSCM100 3683 3x Pt 88 B 40,B4,53 To special order only 
ATCSCM50A 4497 Active B 350 31,72,48 With crossover and amplifiers 
ATC SCM100A 5006 Active B 350 40,84,59 With crossover and amplifiers 
ATC SCM200A 10995 Active 91 B B50 B3,73,440 With cross over and amplifiers 
ATC SCM200A 11499 Active 91 B50 75 kilo 
ATC SCM300A 11995 Aclive 94 B BSO 88,92,47 With cross over and amplifiers 
ATC SCM300A 12499 Active 94 B50 75 kilo 
Audio Note AN·KB 499 90 B 100 2B,46,23 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-KISP 699 90 6 100 28,46,23 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-J/B 799 93 B 150 3B,5B,25 Free space, stand mount 
AudiONote AN-J/SP 999 93 B 150 3B,5B,25 Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-E/B 1299 94 8 150 36,B4,2B Free space, stand mount 
Audio Note AN-EISP 1599 94 B 150 26,B4,2B Free space, stand mount 
Aura SP-50 400 Pt B7 4 120 21,40,24 Carbon fibre bass unit 
B&O Beovox RL1 000 215 3x B6 B 60 32,40,13 Simplified RL6000 
B&O Beovox CXSO � 2B5 2x IB 89 6 100 12,21,21 
8&0 Beovox CX1 00 395 2x IB B9 6 200 12,32,21 
8&0 Beovox RL6000 435 3x B7 B 100 41,54,18 Simplified RL7000 
li&O Beovox 4500 450 2x Pt 87 B 90 45,3B,B 
B&O Beovox RL7000 665 3x 88 B 200 50,70,24 Twin bass 
B&O Beolab 4500 � 1125 Acl1ve 45 45,3B,B Atlaches to wall, display 
B&O BeoTali 6000 1350 ActiVe 80 20,110,21 Column, two amps, shielded 
8&0 Beolab 8000 2025 Active 100 15,132, t5 Column, two built in amps 
8&0 Beolab Penta 3 2375 ACIIV8 150 22,165,34 Line array column, three-way. 
B&W 200t 120 Pt B7 4 BO 1B,2B,20 Budget hi-li range, black ash 
B&W Solid Team 140 Pt B7 4 75 14,20,14 White & black finish 
B&W Centra e 150 Pt 89 B 150 17,24,17 
B&W CWM5 150 2x B9 B 70 16,22,7 In wall 
li&W Solid Team Bass 160 Sub 91 4 100 20,45,34 White & black finish 
B&W 2002 160 Pt B7 4 BO 1B,35,20 Budoet hi-li range, black ash 
B&W OM600i 190 2x IB 87 4 100 21,36,25 Stand/shelf mount 
B&W 2003 190 Pi B9 4 100 20,43,24 Budget hi-li range, black ash 
B&W CWM6 220 2x B9 8 70 23,32,8 In wall 
B&W Solid Twin Bass 230 Sub 91 4 150 45,20,60 While & black frnish 
B&W Solid Monitor 250 Pi 90 8 150 17,24,15 Various colours 
B&W DM610i 250 2x IB B9 4 150 24,49,31 Stand/shelf mount 
B&WCWM8 250 2x 90 4 100 28,38,9 In wall 
B&W 2004 250 Pt 91 4 120 20,65,24 Budget hi-li ranqe, black ash 
B&W Solid Ovale 300 SaVsu 88 4 100 Lifestyle speaker, 3 boxes 
B&W Sofid Verticale 400 SaVsu 8B 4 100 Ulestvle, 3 boxes 
B&W DM620i 430 2x ABR 90 4 150 24,75,31 Floor standrng 
B&W DM630i 700 3x Pt 91 4 200 24,B5,4 t Floor standing 
B&W Matrix B05 V/H B95 Pt B7 B 120 33,33,21 Outboard tweeter (verVhoriz) 
B&W DM640i 900 3x PI 91 4 200 24,97,41 Floor standing 
B&W Matrix B04 1495 Pt B9 8 200 26,92,26 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matrix 803 S2 1945 Pt 90 8 250 26,101,34 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matrix B02 S3 2445 Pt 90 8 500 30,104,37 Matrix enclosure 
B&W Matrix 801 S3 3500 PI 87 8 600 44,100,56 Floor, studio monitor 
B&W Siwer Signature 4500 Pt 88 8 120 25,45,24 External crossover 
Bose XL1000 115 PI B 50 29,19,17 
Bose XL2000 160 Pt 8 70 36,23,18 
Bose XL3000 180 Pt 8 90 47,29,23 
Bose t 01 M'ble Monitor 190 4 60 13,23,15 Black linish 
Bose XL4000 220 Pt B 100 57,32,30 
Bose IS100 250 8 23,15,15 

I 
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Key to loudspeakers 
Price · typical retail, to nearest 

���;� -2x, J.ll: etc- number of indepen
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sealed, Active- dedicated active 
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moving coil, ESL · electrostattc, CC
coupled cavity, Hybrid- dynamic 

bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens · output at given power input 
level. 
Impedance· in ohms. Power- maxi-
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The Directory for full test results. 

120 Pt 87 80 18,28,20 Budqel hi-fi range, black ash 

:'f 
Model 

;;· .. 
. ' 

ECA SERVO A.2 1850 

Epos ES11 395 

EposES14 595 

Faraday FS1 245 

Faraday SG 345 

Faraday Siren 445 

Faraday FS1 0 795 

Fullers Sultan 399 

Fullers Sultan H. E. 439 

Fullers Pharaoh 1 649 

Fullers Sphinx 839 

Fullers Pharaoh 2 1200 

Fullers Pharaoh 3 2499 

Gamma Acoustics Epoch 1499 

Genelec 1 0 1 9A 1572 

Genelec Blamp_1 031 A 2068 

Gene lee T riamp S30 3055 

Genetec T riamp 1 037 A 49B2 

GeneXl<a GX330 80 

Genexxa GX650 140 

GLL Arena 89 

GLL Maxim 119 

GLL Mezzo 159 

GLL Magnum 199 

Goodmans Active 75 65 

Goodmans M 1 00 80 

Goodmans HT1 00 1 00 
Goodrnans HT1 70 150 

Gruntlli!_MBX31 0 80 

Gnundig_ BX1 150 

Grundig BX2 230 

Grundig BX3 350 

Harbeth HL -P3 479 

Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 539 

Harbeth HL -5 999 

Harbelh BBC LS511 2A 999 

Harman-Kardon LS0200 149 

Harman-Kardon LS0300 199 

Helius Syrius Ill 1330 

Helius Svrius 11 1975 

Helius Syrius I 2500 

Heytrook Prima 130 

Heybrook Sola 189 

H�ookHB1 259 

Heytrook Trio 359 

Heybrook Quartet 555 

Heybrook Sextet 1099 

Impulse H7 835 

Impulse H6 1425 

Impulse H5 1675 

lf11jllllse H2 2385 

Impulse H1 3400 

Infinity Ref 1 0  200 

lnfin_i!y_ Ref 20 300 

Infinity lnf IV Sat 300 

Infinity Ref 30 400 

Infinity lnf Micro 400 

tnnnity_ ssw -1  o Sub 500 

Infinity Kappa 6.1 i 995 

Infinity Kappa ?.1 i 1195 

tnteraudio Xll 000 100 

tnteraudio XL2000 140 

tnteraudio XL3000 160 

tnteraudio XL4000 200 

Jamo Sludio 80 60 

Jamo Studio 1 1 0  100 

Jamo Sat 1 60 roo 

Jamo01 1 5  100 

Jamo Com_jJaCt 500 100 

Jamo Cornet 30.4 100 

Jamo Sat 200 110 

Jamo Outdoor 110 

Jarno Sat 300 120 

Jamo Compact 700 120 

Jamo Studio 1 40 130 

Jarno Cornet 40.4 140 

Jarno Studio 1 80 150 

Jamo Artina 150 

Jamo Sat 500 150 

Jamo 0 1 35 150 

Jamo Converta 150 

Jamo Compact 1 000 150 

Jamo Cornet 60.4 180 

Jamo 0 1 65 190 

Jamo Art- 199 

I B&W 2001 120 
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Key to loudspeakers bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Price- typical retail, to nearest Sens - output at given power input 
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Impedance· in ohms. Power· maxi· 
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drive unit, Horn· horn load in�. MC· The Directory for full test results. 
moving coil, ESL · electrostatiC, CC · 

coupled cavity, Hybrid · dynamic 
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� .. ill 1il Size Special .. 

2x PI 80 8 150 22,102,30 True ribbon tweeter 
Pt 87 8 75 20,38,25 Free space, stand mount 
Pt 87 8 100 23,49,29 Free space, stand mount 
2x 87 8 75 27,46,25 Matt black or qranile effect 
2x 89 4 75 27,26,25 Mall black or oranile effect 
2x 90 4 80 27,25,46 Matt black or granite effect 
3x 91 4 100 27,25,93 Matt black or granite effect 
2xPI 91 8 50 24,51,30 3 finishes 
2xPI 98 8 90 24,51,30 Hiqh sensitivity, 3 finishes 
2xPt 88 8 60 20,30,20 Curved sides, various finishes 
3x 89 8 70 25,91,30 Floor standing, var finishes 
3xPI 88 8 80 39,100,31 Pharaoh 1 wrlh adder< bass enct 
4xPI 88 8 150 46,11B,45 Pharaoh + bass & s\tbbass encls 

27,95,36 

Active 28 23,31,25 

Active 104 25,39,29 

ACtiVe 108 32,50,32 

Act1ve 191 40,68,30 

6 50 35,21,24 

90 8 60 23,76,26 

87 6 70 26,23,14 

86 6 1 00 10,26,17 

88 6 100 21,36,25 

86 6 100 25,42,29 

Active 80 

2x 86 8 75 17,26,20 Bookshelf, close to wall 
86 8 60 25,53,20 

92 8 100 25,70,22 

3xPI 4 10 18,42,29 3 drivers, 2 way 
2x PI 4 60 23,40,30 161itre 
3x PI 4 80 24,49,33 221itre 
2x PI 4 120 24,107,34 53 litre, 3 drrvers, 2 way 
IB 83 4 100 19,31,17 Free standinq, shielded, biwir 
IB 82 10 75 19,31,19 Free standina 
PI 86 8 100 63,33,32 Free standina 
PI 82 8 120 60,19,22 Free standing, biwire. shielde 

87 8 50 21,35,30 

88 8 75 21,38,80 

PI 90 8 250 31,97,16 

PI 95 4 300 36,107,16 

PI 93 4 500 36,107,16 Floor standing, biwire 
PI 87 6 60 20,29,18 Bookshelf or stands 
2x 89 6 75 23,36,23 Bounclarv desiqn, stands reauir 
2x 90 8 75 29,47,23 Boundary, stands required 
2x 89 8 75 24,47,25 

90 8 80 24,41,22 

3x 88 8 200 27,90,20 Wrth stands 
Horn 88 8 70 14,80,29 Floor standing 
Horn 89 8 100 19,91,35 Floor slandina 
Horn 93 8 100 27,90,45 Floor standina 
Horn 94 8 100 26,116,45 Floor standina 
Horn 96 8 100 36,103,68 Floor standing 
IB 90 6 75 23,37,23 Pedestal 
IB 90 6 100 27,47,26 Pedestal 
IB 90 6 80 16,24,18 Wall mount, shielded 
IB 90 6 100 27,B4,25 Floor standing 
PVsub 90 6 100 21,x 127d Two satellites and passive sub 
Act1ve 34,34,33 

PI 89 6 150 31,95,25 Floor standing 
PI 89 6 225 36,108,26 Floor standina 

8 50 19,29,17 

8 70 23,36,18 

8 70 29,46.23 

8 15 32,56,29 

2xPt 91 45 22,35,17 

3xPI 91 50 24,42,22 

2x IB 90 8 50 14,19,48 Shell/wall mount, with wall br 
90 H 60 24,42,22 

2x PI 90 8 60 16,25,20 Hrqh sensitivitv, utility desr 
2x PI 88 8 55 20,32,23 Black ash - Mahooany £20 extra 
2x 90 8 50 15,22,8 Stereo passive subwooter 
2x IB 90 8 50 19,34,48 lncludrng wall brackets, weath 
2x 90 8 50 15,21,8 Use wrlh SW500 

2x PI 91 8 70 19,30.20 Hioh sensitivity, utilit1 desi 
3xPI 91 50 22,50.26 

2x PI 89 8 60 20,32,23 Black ash · Mahoaany £20 extra 
3xPt 92 80 22,50,26 

2xPt 90 50 29,25,8 Small, flat wall speaker 
2x PI 90 8 50 16,21,14 Satellites for SW500 

93 4 8 80 28,52,25 

2x Pt 90 8 50 9,25,24 Lamp-like appearance 
92 8 90 23,37,22 Hioh sensitivity, utility desi 

2x PI 90 8 80 23,42,27 Black ash · Mahooany £20 extra 
93 4·8 1 00 28,52,25 

2x PI 88 8 60 35,40,9 Shape and srze of shallow 20 i 

' . I 

P1 87 4 80 18,28,20 Budget hr-fr range, black ash 
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Model 
' ' 

Jamo Outdoor 2 
Jamo Classic 4 
Jamo SW160 SyStem 
Jamo307 
Jamo 0 265 
Jamc Classic 6 
Jamo BX100A 
Jamo Cornet 90� 
Jamo 407 
Jamo Gfaj)liic 
JaiiiO AtmosPhere 
Jamo BX150A 
Jamo Cornet 100-4 
J3moCiasslc8 
Jamo Silhouette 

Jamo 0365 
Jamo SW500 Svsfem 
Jamo iiX200A 
1amo477 
Jamo501 
Jamo 707 

Ja'moOriel �' 

JBl Control One 
JBL 4208 
JBL L1 

JBL HTS-1 
JBL L3 
JBL HTS-2 svstem 
JBLHfS-3 
JBL l5 
JBL Ti 1000 

"JBL L7 
JBL T i  2000 
JBL Ti 3000 
JBrTsooo 

Jordan Watts JHFLG 
JOiilai1Watts JH200 
Jordan Watts JH400 

JordaOWatts JH400M 
JWattsJH1+1 Aspect 

J Watts JH1 + 1 Aspect K 
J Watts JHt + 1 Aspect M 
JWattsAspec JH1+1 
Jordan Watts JH2K � 

J Watts ClassiCJH2KM 
JWatts Classic JH5K 
J Watts Classic JH5KM 
JWatts Classic JH10K 
JOii!aiiWaffSJH10Kfi.l 
.iPW Minim SGL SHD 
Jf'W Satellite SGL SHO 
JPW Satellite 
JPWMinim 

JFW Minim Pair Solid� 
JPW Sonata Vinyl -
JPW Sonata 

JPW Subwoofer 
JPW Sonata Plus 

JPW P1 Vinyl 
JPW P1 

JPW AP2 

JPWAP3 

JPWAuby 1 
JPWRuby2 
JPW Ruby 3 
JPWRu6V 4 
JVC SPX220TBK 
1VCSPX5SOBK 
.NC SPX770BX 
.NC SPX990BK 

JVCSX-SW9 
JVCSX911WD 
JVC SXSOO 
KAL Mini-Ref MKII 
KAL Mini-Tower 
KAL Compact Rei 
KAL Tunejal 
KAL T rans-double 
KAL Warlock 
KEF K120 

KEF 010 •. 

KEF K140 
KEF 70S 
KEF K160 
KEF 030 

... 
�· 

200 

230 

230 

299 

300 

300 

300 

330 

350 

350 

380 

390 

400 

400 

400 

400 

430 

450 

500 

700 

900 

6000 

115 

449 

479 

629 

699 

BOO 

999 

1299 

1500 

1699 

2000 

2499 

3499 

420 

510 

820 

970 

1730 

2310 

2745 

2745 

3230 

4250 

4875 

5860 

9340 

10495 

50 

50 

80 

80 

89 

100 

120 

130 

140 

150 

170 

200 

230 

500 

700 

1000 

1300 

100 

130 

150 

230 

300 

660 

700 

395 

619 

650 

795 

1500 

1600 

169 

199 

239 

299 

329 

349 

., . , 
I Audiolab BO.OOA 450 

Key to loudspeakers 
Price - typical retail, to nearest 

¥����-2X, 3X etc - number of indepen-
dent drive units, Pt - parted, IB · 
seated, Active- dedicated active 
crossover, needs amps for each dri-
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drive unit, Horn - horn load in�. MC-
moving coil, ESl- electrostatiC, CC · 
coupled cavity, Hybrid - dynamic 
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2x Pt 90 4 60 t8,32,12 

2xPt 90 100 20,47,25 

90 8 20,34,48 

2x Pt 87 6 70 18,31,27 

3xPt 95 150 44,68,32 

2xPt 90 100 20,84,29 

3x Pt 91 8 100 22,55,28 

3xiB 91 140 26,87,27 

2x Pt 88 6 80 22,41,29 

2x Pt 88 6 60 39,44,8 

2x Pt 88 8 60 27,37,16 

3x Pt 82 8 150 28,83,31 

3xiB 91 200 32,95,27 

3xPt 90 150 23,90,29 

90 5 80 25,122,17 

96 4-8 200 46,78,35 

2x 90 8 140 41,38,53 

3x Pt 83 8 250 43,72,33 

2x Pt 86 4 100 19,77,29 

3x Pt 88 4 150 22,91,37 

3x Pt 90 4 200 24,104,39 

ox 87 6 300 40,178,30 

2xPt 87 4 150 24,156,14 

89 8 300 29,45,23 

2x Pt 87 8 200 25,40,20 

150 

2x Pt 89 8 200 30,86,24 

4 150 

180 

3x Pt 90 6 300 26,45,33 

2x IB 89 4 150 20,30,13 

4x Pt 89 4 200 117,25,45 

3x IB 89 4 200 33,82,30 

3x IB 90 6 200 46,105,35 

3x IB 91 6 300 48,114,38 

1x IB 86 8 80 19,33,17 

1x IB 86 8 80 28,32,17 

1x 86 8 80 82,28,21 

2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 

2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 

2x 85 8 100 92,40,22 

2xiB 85 8 100 40,93,23 

2x 87 8 150 47,82,34 

2x IB 89 8 250 47,126,40 

2x 89 8 250 47,125,40 

2x IB 92 8 500 47,156,40 

2xiB 92 8 500 47,156,40 

2x 87 6 70 13,23,10 

2x 85 8 70 13,23,10 

2x 85 8 70 13.24,10 

2x 87 6 70 19,28,20 

2x 87 6 70 19,28,20 

2x 87 8 70 13,23,10 

2x 87 8 70 23,32,22 

1x 95 8 80 25,51,27 

2x 87 8 70 23,32,22 

2x 89 8 70 13,23,10 

2x 89 8 70 26,44,25 

2x 89 8 80 26,44,25 

2x 88 8 100 26,52,29 

2x 87 6 120 32,19,21 

2x 88 6 150 43,22,25 

3x 87 6 150 75,19,22 

3x 89 6 200 90,22,26 
3x Pt 90 8 60 24,66,24 

3x Pt 90 3 60 24.66,24 

3x Pt 90 8 80 28,75,25 

3x Pt 91 8 100 31,86,27 

2xPt 90 6 100 

3x Pt 91 6 150 38,63,35 

2x Pt 90 6 180 27,45,28 

86 8 120 23,27,17 

89 6 150 17,90,22 

89 8 140 23,36,27 

89 8 150 23,100,27 

89 8 250 .23,112,36 

90 6 250 25,113,36 

2x IB 87 8 80 21,34,25 

2x Pt 88 6 100 19,28,24 

2x IB 89 8 100 26,49,25 

2x 87 100 25,17,12 

2x AB 89 8 150 26,75,25 

2x Pt 88 6 125 19,70,28 

' , . ., 
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bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens · output at given power input 
level. 
Impedance - in ohms. Power - maxi-
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Special 

lncludino wall brackets. weath 

Compact passive subwoofer 

Stand mount 

lnc spiked feet 

Floor or stand mount 

Stand mount 

Wall mount 

Wall mount, doubles as lamp 

Floor mount 

lnc soiked feet 

Passive stereo subwoofer 

Floor mount 

Floor standino 

Floor stand�no, couoled cavity 

Shielded, wall mountable 

Asvmmetric, time ali ned 

Asymmetric, time ali ned 

As m metric. time aiiOned 

Asymmetric, double wall 

Asymmetric, time ali ned 

Asvmmetric, double wall 

Asvmmetric. double wall 

Asymmetric. double wall 

Flaoon potterv colour 

Bookshelf or stand mount 

Marble finish available £970 

Matt - all finishes extra 

Line tweeter arrav 

Floor stand, line array 

Line driver array 

Floor stand, line arrav 

Line driver array 

135mm bass. 14mm treble 

Shielded 

165mm bass, 14mm treble 

165mm bass. 25mm treble 

200mm bass, 19mm treble 

200mm bass, 19mm treble 

200mm bass, 19mm treble 

Allov cones 

Allov cones 

Alloy cones 

Allov cones 

Satellite subwoofer svstem 

Stand/bookshelf 

Uni Q, shielded 

Stand/bookshelf 

Floor standi no 

Uni Q, shielded, floor standin 

I ' 
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Key to loudspeakers 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest 

¥����-2x, 3X etc ·number of indepen
dent drive units, Pt ·parted, 18-
sealed, Active- dedicated active 
crossover, needs amps for each dri-

���:::of:r�t�r-� -b��� �r��-
t��·

a�ra� 
drive unit, Horn· horn load in�, MC· 
moving coil, ESl· electrostatiC, CC· 
coupled cavity, Hybrid · dynamic 

bass/ESl or ribbon top. 
Sens - output at given power input 
level. 
Impedance · in ohms. Power - maxi-

ffi��-r!id:h �h�1:�t � m/el���i���-
ut. 

r:�t��c�� m�;;
t
�hd��� -

i�{i�s���7e���
n 

The Directory for full test results. 



Key to loudspeakers 
Price- typical retail, to nearest 

¥���� -2x, )X etc ·number of indepen
dent drive units, Pt- parted, IB
sealed, Active· dedicated active 
crossover, needs amps for each dri-

���b
A
!:o f:r����Q �:�� �ar��-

t ��·
a;ia� 

drive unit, Horn- horn loadin�. MC
moving coil, ESL- electrostattc, CC
coupled cavity, Hybrid· dynamic 

bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens • output at given power input 
level. 
Impedance- in ohms. Power- maxi-

Si �:-
r!�d����1:�t �m/el���j���-

ut. 

i:�t��:N� m��
�
�hd;�� -

i pr::s ���ie���
" 

The Directory for full test results. 
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Key to loudspeakers 
Price- typical retail, to nearest 

����� -2x, 3x etc- number of indepen
dent drive units, Pt- parted, IB
sealed, Active· dedicated active 
crossover, needs amps for each dri· 

��J�o
R
o f:r�t��� �:H �ar�i�-

t ��·
a�ia� 

drive unit, Horn- horn loadin�. MC
moving coil, ESL- electrostatic, CC
coupled cavity, Hybrid· dynamic 

120 pt 87 80 18,28,20 

bass/ESL or ribbon top. 
Sens · output at given power input 

level. 
Impedance· in ohms. Power· maxi-

�i �:-
r!f�t�����:�t �mJ:}���i���.

ut. 

r:�t�d
'
f� �:.��

�
��k�.
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The Directory for full test results. 



SEVENOAKS SUPERFI 

DISPLAY & 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
The moment you step through 
the door of a Sevenoaks Hi Fi 
or Superfi branch you're going 
to be better looked after. 
With over 21 years experience 
in Hi Fi, Video and TV retail, 
we're here to make sure you 
get the equipment that best 
suits your needs and your 
budget. 
You'll find a wide range of 
products with the emphasis on 
quality rather than country of 
origin. Not only is everything 
we sell on display, but it's also 
available for demonstration. 
Each of our branches has 
dedicated demonstration 
facilities to help you enjoy 
choosing your equipment. 

If you thought this level of 
service might be expensive -
you'd be wrong. Our prices 
are the most competitive 
around and our added value 
offers famous throughout the 
industry. 

AFTER SALES 

CARE 
Each of our Sevenoaks 
Superfi branches is served by 
a dedicated Central Service 
Department. Approved by 
all the leading 
manufacturers, our team of 
fully trained engineers is 
capable of repairing 99% of 
all faults- in our own 
workshops. Once the repair 
is complete we give you a 
3 month warranty. The kind 
of back up you'd expect from 
the leading independent Hi Fi 
retailers in the country. 

PRICE PROMISE 
We always try to ensure our 

prices are competitive. In the 

unlikely event of an identical 

product being available from a 

local authorised dealer at a 

lower price, we will beat that 

price by up to £20. No Added 

Value offers apply on price beat 

sales. 

Up To £110 =Price Match 

£111 . £1000 = £10 

£1000 + = £20 

0% FINANCE 
We offer 0% finance on a wide 

range of Hi Fi separates. 

Package 1· 1 0% deposit 

followed by 6 equal monthly 

payments. Example: Cost 

£600. Deposit £60 plus 6 
payments of £90. 

Package 2: 25% Deposit 

followed by 9 equal monthly 

payments. 

Package 3: 50% Deposit 

followed by 1 2 equal monthly 

payments. 

All Options: Minimum balance 

£400. Subject to status. 0% 
APR. Personal shoppers only. 

Written details on request. 

0% finance is not available 
on suggested systems. 

SUGGESTED SYSTEMS 

The suggested systems priced below all include the popular NAD 5120 

turntable but an alternative turntable or CD Player is available at extra 

cost. Please see CHOICES list below for further details. 

Amplifiers 

Speakers 

JPW Sonata V 
Celestlon 1 
NAD 801 

Celestron 3 Mkll 

MISSIOn 7601 

MISSIOn 731 

M Short MSlO 

TDL NFM 

Tannoy 631 

Mrssron 760r SE 

Tannoy 632 

M Short MS20 

Celestron 5 Mkll 

B&W DM600 

Celestron 7 Mkll 

Mrssron 780SE 

NAD 302 

Pioneer A203 Marantz 
NAO 310 PM44SE Mkl 

Rotel 
RA960BX 11 
Technics 
SUA600K 
M"arantz 
PM44SE Mkll 

NAD 304 

Pioneer A300X Pioneer A400X 

272.95 296.95 319.95 349.95 399.95 

296.95 319.95 344.95 372.95 424.95 

311 .95 336.95 359.95 388.95 439.95 

336.95 359.95 384.95 411 .95 464.95 

384.95 408.95 431.95 459.95 512.95 

NB. Regrettably, we are unable to offer 0% finance on any of these systems. 

CHOICES 
The following Compact Disc Player or Turntable may be ordered instead of the 
NAD 5120 in the above systems:-

CD PLAYERS Marantz CD63 Add£ 139 

NAD 513 Multi Add£ 169 
NAD 501 £ 79 

TURNTABLES 

A1wa XC300 Add £ 19 

Denon DCD615 Add £ 79 

Denon DCD825 Add£ 119 
Marantz CD5211 Add£ 59 
Marantz CD52115E Add£ 129 

Marantz CD 53 Add£ 79 

NAD 502 Add£ 119 

Pioneer PD5503 Add £ 99 
Technics 5LPG360AK Add £ 39 
Technics 5LPD667 Add£ 79 

TechniCS 5LPG560AK Add£ 79 

Dual C5503.2 Add£ 59 

Dual (5505.4 Add£ 89 

NAD 533 Add £ 89 

Project 0.5 Add£ 49 

Project I Add £ 84 

ADDED VALUE 

���J 
TDK 

[gg�l 
[gg�[ 

TOP TAPES!! 

TDK D90 

TDKSA90 

£0.69P EACH 

£1.19P EACH 

TREAT YOURSELF TO A FREE PAIR 

OF AUDIO TECHNICA ATH-610 

HEADPHONES WORTH £ 40 WITH 

ALL PURCHASES OF SEPARATES 

OVER £500 

DON'T FORGET THE GREAT PIONEER 

CASHBACK OFFER ON SELECTED CD 

PLAYERS THIS MONTH - SEE NEXT 

PAGES FOR DETAILS 
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THE SPECIALIST 

HI Fl PRODUCT SELECTION 

AMPLIFIERS Philips DCC600 £ 159.00 Pink Triangle P.O.A. 
Arcam Alpha 5 £ 229.95 Project o_s inc. cart £ 144.95 

Pioneer CT95 £ 999.95 Project 1 inc. cart £ 184.95 
Arcam Alpha 6 Factory repack £ 269.00 Pioneer CTS830S £ 499.95 
Arcam Delta 290 Factory repack £389.00 Pioneer CTS430S £ 199.95 Project 6 inc. cart. ex dem £299.00 

Pioneer CTW603RS £ 229.95 
ProJect 6.1 ex cart £ 379.95 Arcam Alpha 6 £ 329.95 

ArcamDelta 290P £ 349.95 Sony TCK411 3-Head £ 139.00 Project 6.1 inc. cart £ 434.95 
Arcam Delta 290 £ 479.95 Sony TCK611S Dolby S £249.00 Technics SL 1210 11 £ 429.95 
Aura VA80 £ 279.95 Sony TCWR635S Dolby 'S' Twin £ 199.00 Thorens TD280 Mk IV inc. cart £ 199.95 

Aura VA100 Mkl Black £269.00 Technics RSTR373K £ 179.95 TUNERS 
Technics RSTR474K £ 199 95 Area m Alpha 5 £219.95 

Aura VA100 11 Black £ 349.95 Yamaha KX380 £ 169 95 
Audiolab BOOOA/11 £ 479.95 A ream Delta 280 ex dem £ 279.00 

Audiolab 8000C/II £ 459.95 Yamaha KXSBO ( 249.95 

Audiolab 8000M (each) £ 699.95 Audiolab 8000T £ 699.95 

Audiolab 8000P/II £ 649.95 Yamaha KXW482 £249.95 Cyrus FM7 (selected branches) £ 399.95 

Audiolab 8000 PPA £ 799.95 AUDIO VISUAL Denon TU260L £ 119.95 

Cyrus Ill (Selected branches) £ 499.95 Denon TU380RDS £ 189.95 

Cyrus PSXR (Selected branches) £ 299.95 Wide Range available see our A/V AD. Musical Fid ESOO Elektra £499.95 

Denon PMA250111 £ 159.95 SPEAKERS Nad 402 £ 169.95 
Denon PMA350 11 £ 219.95 
Denon PMA450 SE £ 269.95 B & W DM600i Ex Dem £ 139.00 Pioneer F203 RDS £ 129.95 
Denon PMA480R £219.95 B & W DM610i Ex Dem £ 189.00 Pioneer F303 RDS £ 179.95 
Exposure EXP20 £ 624.95 B & W DM620i Ex Dem ( 319.00 Pioneer F502 RDS £ 249.95 
Exposure EXP15 MM £ 724.95 B & W 805 Ex Dem £669.00 Quad 66FM £ 532.95 
Exposure EXP17 MM £ 774.95 B & W 804 Ex Dem £ 1099.00 
Exposure EXP 18 £ 749.95 B&W Solid £ 159.00 

Quad 66FM Ex Dem £429.00 

Harman Kardon Hk 1 200 £ 269.95 
John Shearne Phase 11 £ 549.95 Rotel RT940AX £ 189.95 

Castle Chester Mkl £479.00 Rotel RT950BX £219.95 
Kenwood KA30205E £ 199.95 

Castle Trent 11 £ 199.95 Sony STS311RDS £ 1S9.00 
Castle Durham 900 £ 279.95 

Marantz PM44 Mkl SE £ 149.00 Castle York £ 349.95 Yamaha TX480L £ 139.95 

Marantz PM44 Mkll SE £ 199.95 
Castle Chester 11 £ 699.95 CD PLAYERS Castle Howard £ 999.95 

Mic hell P.O.A Castle Severn £ 499.95 Aiwa XC300 £99.00 Musical Fid A 1 Ltd. Ed. £ 399.95 Celestion 3 Mk 11 £ 129.95 
Musical Fid E 100 Elektra £ 599.95 Celestion 5 Mk 11 £ 169.95 Arcam Alpha One £ 299.95 
Musical Fid E200 Pre Elektra £ 599.95 Celestion 7 Mk 11 £219.95 
Musical Fid E300 Pwr Elektra £ 699.95 Heybrook H B 1/3 £249.95 Arcam Alpha 5 £399.00 
Musical Fid A 1000 £ 1399.95 JPW Sonata Vinyl £ 99.95 
Musical Fid F15 £ 1899.95 Arcam Alpha 5 Plus £ 469.95 
Musical Fid F22 £ 999.95 JPWMinim £59.00 Arcam Black Box 50 £ 449.95 
Nad 302 £ 179.95 Arcam Black Box 500 £ 749.95 
Nad 304 £ 239.95 Kef Q10 £ 199.95 Arcam Delta 270 £ 799.95 
Nad 310 £ 129.95 Kef Q30 £ 349.95 Arcam Delta 250 Trans £ 749.95 
Pioneer A203 £ 149.95 Kef Q50 £ 499.95 
Pioneer A300X £ 229.95 Audio Alchemy· OAC in the box ( 199.95 

Pioneer A400X £ 299.95 CHECK OUT OUR Audiolab 8000 CDM £ 1249.95 
Quad 66 inc RI £ 862.95 PRICE PROMISE Audiolab 8000 DAC £ 749 95 

Quad 66 inc RI Ex Dem £ 689.00 
Cyrus OA07 (selected branches) £ 899.95 

Mission 731 £ 129.95 Denon DCD615 £ 179.95 
Quad 34 £ 398.95 M�ssion 732 £ 199.95 Denon DCD715 £ 209.95 
Quad 306 £ 349.95 Mission 733 £ 299.95 Denon DCD825 £219.95 
Quad 77 £ 594.95 Mission 734 £ 429.95 Denon DCM340 Multi £ 299.95 
Quad 606 £ 689.95 Mission 735 £ 599.95 Ken wood P.O.A. 

Mission 751 £ 299.95 Marantz CD1 0 £ 1199.95 
Quad 606 Ex Dem £ 549.00 

Mission 752 £ 499.95 Marantz CD10 Factory Re·packs £899.00 
Rotel RA930AX 11 £ 149.95 Mission 753 £ 699.95 Marantz CD 52 11 Award Winner £ 149.00 
Rotel RA930BX £ 199.95 

Mission 760i £ 109.00 
Marantz CDS2115E £ 229.00 

Rote! RA935BX 11 £ 249 95 
Mission 780SE ( 239.95 Marantz CD53 £ 199.95 

Rotel RA960BX 11 £ 199.00 
Mission 760iSE £ 149.95 Marantz CD63 £ 249.95 

Rotel RB970BX 11 Mon Audio 1 Gold 11 £ 199 95 Musical Fid E600 Elektra £ 599.95 
£ 224 95 Musical Fidelity FCD £ 1499.95 

Rotel RC970BX 11 £ 174.95 Mon Audio 14 Gold tl £ 499.95 
Nad 501 £ 179 95 

Technics SUA600K £ 199.95 
M Short MS10 factory Repa<k £99.00 Nad 502 £ 229.95 

Technics SUA700K £ 249.95 Nad 513 Multiplay £ 269.95 
Technics SUA900Mkll K £ 399.95 Mordaunt Short MS20 £ 179.95 Philips CD 720 £ 129.95 
Yamaha AX380 £ 199.95 Nad 801 £ 99.95 Philips CD 740 £ 169.95 

MINIIMICROS Nad 804 £ 329.95 Pink Triangle Ordinal £ 789.95 

Aiwa. JVC, Sony, Technics & Kenwood P.O.A. 
Quad ESL 63 £ 2859.95 Pink Triangle Cardinal Trans £ 749.95 
Quad Gradient SW63 £ 1699.95 Pink Triangle Da Cape £ 1449.95 

Denon 065 Ex Speakers £ 569.95 Roksan Ojan 3 £ 895.95 Pioneer PD203 £ 159.95 
Denon 090 Ex Speakers £ 669.95 Ruark Swordsman Plus £ 299.95 
Denon 0 11 0 Ex Speakers £ 799.95 Ruark Sabre £ 384 95 Pioneer PDS703 £ 249.9S 
Oenon 0250 Ex Speakers £ 929.95 Ruark Templar £ 479.95 • • Pioneer PDS503 £30 Cashback £ 199.95 
Oenon OF1 0 Ex Speakers £ 999.95 Ruark Talisman 11 £ 699.95 • • Pion�r PDS802 £50 Cashback £349.95 
Kenwood H0600 Ex Speakers £ 699.95 Ruark Crusader 11 £ 1495.95 • • Pioneer PDM703 Multi £50 Cashback £ 299.95 

TUNER AMPS Ruark Equinox £ 1749.95 
Quad 67 £ 824.95 

Ruark Paladin £ 1099 95 
Denon DRA365RD £ 249.95 Systym 931 £ 299.95 Quad 67 CD Ex Dem £ 659.00 Denon DRA545RD £319.95 Systym 935 £ 399.95 

Marantz SR53 £ 199.00 Systym 939 £ 699.95 Roksan ATT/DPII Trans £ 1294.95 
Tannoy Profile 631 £149.95 Rotel RCD930AX £ 199.95 

Nad 705 £ 329.95 Tannoy Profile 632 £ 189.95 Rotel RCD940BX £ 249.95 

CASSETTE I DCC 
Tannoy Prof !le 633 £319.95 Rotel RCD965BX £ 299.95 
Tannoy Profile 636 £419.95 Sony P.O.A. 

Aiwa ADF450 £ 119.95 Tannoy Profile 637 £ 499.95 
Aiwa ADF850 £ 229.95 Tannoy Profile 638 £ 599.95 Teac CDP3SOO £ 149.00 

Aiwa ADWX727 £ 169.95 TDL NFM £ 119 95 
Teac 0700 Dac £ 599.95 TDL NFM2 £ 179 95 

Aiwa ADWX828 £ 159.00 TDL RTL 1 £ 199.95 Teac P700 Trans £ 899.95 

TDL RTL2 £ 299.95 Teac VRDS7 £ 599 95 
Denon DRM540 £ 159.95 TDL RTL3 £ 399.95 Teac VRDS10 £ 769 95 
Denon DRM740 £ 259.95 TDL RTL4 £ 649.95 Teac VRDS20 £ 1299.95 
Denon DRS640 £ 199.95 TDL Studio 0.5 £ 499.95 Teac VRDST1 Trans £ 499.95 
Denon DRW760 £ 249.95 TDL Studio 1 £ 699.95 Technics SLPG560 £ 179.95 

Technics SLPD667 Multi £ 179.95 
Marantz DD82DCC £ 199.00 TURNTABLES Technics SLPD867 Multi £ 199.95 

Dual CS 435 inc. cart £99.00 
Technics SLPG360 £ 139.95 

Nad 602 £ 199.95 Yamaha CDX480 £ 199.95 
Dual CS 503.2 inc. cart £ 135.00 Yamaha CDC645 Multi £ 279.95 

Nakamichi OR1 P.O.A. Dual CS 505.4 inc. cart £ 159.00 

Nakamichi OR2 P.O.A. 
All prices are valid until at least 

Nakamichi DR3 P.O.A. Mic hell P.O.A. 
Nad 5120 inc. cart £ 119.95 October 31st, 1994 

Philips DCC300 ( 139.00 Nad 533 inc. cart £ 199.95 • • Pioneer Offer valid from 

SEVE NOAKS 
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TRUE MUSICAL 

quality hi ji produ·cts with style and value for 
roksan 

attessa dp2 mkll 

Following the success of their 
first CD Transport- the highly 
acclaimed Rok DP1 - Roksan has 
introduced the Attessa Series. 

Incorporating technology 
developed over many years of 
audiophile turntable production, 
the new Attessa DP2 Mkll 
features a unique 4 layer 
isolation system, a highly stable 
master clocking circuit and 
striking good looks. 

Thus providing one of the finest 
CD Transports available in the 
world today. (To audition the 
Superb Roksan range contact our 
branches in Sevenoaks, Guildford 
or Tun bridge Wells). 

�narantz 

�-�··-·-
� A� f'wtff!'f:t�i������ :::-

cd63 

Marantz are another of the 
audio pioneers with a passion for 

making recorded sound as 
enjoyable as the real thing. They 
call it a dedication to pure 
hifidelity, and over the years it 
has led the audio press to 
bestow awards on numerous 
products in their extensive range. 

Since it's launch earlier this year 
the CD63 has been heralded as a 
player with outstanding 
performance and exceptional 
value for money. 

Featured here is the 752 the 
latest addition to the award 
winning Mission 75 Series. 

Featuring elegant wood cabinets 
in real wood finishes this exciting 
range of loudspeakers has 

already won numerous awards 
worldwide. 

Audition their fine products in 
our demonstration rooms- and 
treat yourself to a unique sound 
expenence. 

pioneer 

pds703 

it's here, the new star of the CD 
world at an outstanding price. 
With Pioneer's unique Stable 
Platter Mechanism and their 
revolutionary Legato Link DAC, is 
this the one to judge the others 
by) Audition this exciting new 
player, along with front runners 
from Arcam, Marantz and Rotel. 

Oh, and by the way, Pioneer 
have generous cash back offers 
available on selected CD Players 
at any of our branches listed 
below. 

Sevenoaks, Tunbridge Wells, 
Watford, Chelsea, Leicester, 
Guildford, Oxford, Croydon, 
Hanley, Nottingham, Leeds, 
Derby, Sheffield, Lincoln. 
Camden, Hull and Birmingham. 

Yet more reasons to check out 
the award winning range at 
Sevenoaks Superfi. 

Pioneer offer valid from October 
17th - December 3rd, 1994. 

kef reference 

model3 
Heralding the new Kef Reference 
Series of loudspeakers, this 
comprehensive new range of 
floor standers feature Kef's 
fourth generation Uni-Q driver 
providing high output, good 
sensitivity and low distortion. 

The Model 3 has all the 
hallmarks of quality you 
associate with Kef products - a 
Dual Coupled Cavity 
Configuration and superb 
cosmetic appeal. You will find 
the new range, Models 1, 2, 3, 
4 at Sevenoaks Superfi. 

There are many other quality 
loudspeakers including Ruark, 
Castle, ProAc, TDL, Mission and 
Monitor Audio. 

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT 
authorised dealers for most brands of quality Hi Fi. For a competitive quote please 

SEVENOAKS 
1 09-113 London 
Road 
0732 459555 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

BRIGHTON 
55 Preston Street 
0273 733338 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

lg!�ll�� CANTERBURY 
"tl Lower 20a lower Bridge 

�a: Bridge St Street h ;;! �I • 0221 462787 

1 1 !S I C Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

• I; 
Railway 'g. 

Street en 
1-

CHATHAM 
4 Railway Street 
0634 846859 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

Worlds I 
End I 

CHELSEA 
403 Kings Road, 
SW10 
071 352 9466 

Kin gs Rd !!=� � 
• if� c_ ___ .u�"-�"-LL Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

Ge�in Rd� � 
Enfield �n �� 

CHELTENHAM 
24 Pittville Street 
0242 241171 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

CROYDON 
373 London Road 
081 665 1203 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

ENFIELD 
7 Genotin Road 
081 342 1973 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

0 

ESSEX 
1 The Grove 
Centre,Witham 
0376 501733 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

p=N=o=rt= h =S=.=rgn GUILDFORD 
• 

I 
� 73b North Street 
� 0483 36666 

High St � 
c_ __ _.,C,.I.L..: l !e-' Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

LEICESTER 
94 Granby Street 
0533 557518 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

OXFORD 
41 St Clements 
0865 241773 

St Clernents St 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

A412 

•rtJ 
ASDA 

c 11!1 
Powis St f� 

• )!Q Fer;._ry 

The (') 
Shambles if 

• li� �-Reindeer en 
Court ... 

WATFORD 
478 St Albans Road 
0923 213533 
Open Sunday 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

WOOLWICH 
162 Powis Street 
081 8S5 8016 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 

WORCESTER 
2 Reindeer Court 
0905 612929 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi 



EXPRESSION 

hiji • connozsseurs and �nusic lovers 

67cd 

For over 50 years the name Quad 
has meant quality. Throughout the 
world, hundreds of thousands of 
satisfied customers have endorsed 
this statement. 

The secret of Quads success is their 
constant search for improved 
musical reproduction and original 
style. True to their ideals the 67CD 
incorporates the latest technology 
and innovative looks. 

To audition other audiophile CD 
players, Transports and DAC's from 
Audiolab, Teac, Pink Triangle, 
Arcam, Musical Fidelity and Cyrus, 
contact your local branch. 

- --- ·-

- .... - - .... --- -

302 

Renowned, almost from it's 
inception, the 'original' 3020 

amplifier has become a hi fi classic. 

Many variations on a theme 
followed, until the introduction of 
the 302. This latest version has 
continued to impress, collecting 
the award for European Amplifier 
of the year. 

For affordable, quality hi fi 
components, that present the 
music faithfully- look for the New 
Acoustic Dimension. 

project 

6.1 

The original Project 6 was the 
winner of the 1993 What Hi Fi 
Award for the best turntable, and 
acclaimed throughout the Hi Fi 
Press.Subtle improvements have 
inevitably led to the new Project 
6.1, helping to make a good 
turntable even better. 

Included within the price is an 
Ortofon cartridge (option without 
cartridge) and two different 
platters -one metal, one glass -
thus enabling the most determined 
audiophile to 'tweak' I 

Our other audiophile turntables 
include Pink Triangle and Michell. 
P1cture courtesy of WHAT HI FJ7 

THE COUNTRY .. 
Car Park< I a= 

• �(l � 
Smallbrook 
Queensway 

Belgrave D n 
Theatre !(_)� 

Spon St � � 
�:r. 0 = 

BIRMINGHAM 
67 Smallbrook, 
Queensway 
021 631 2675 

Superfi 

COVENTRY 
16 Spon Street 
0203 223254 

Supe�fi 

DERBY 
56 London Road 
0332 360303 London Q f--"R"'o=a=d� 

• Superfi 

HULL 
4 Dock Street 
0482 24051 

Superfi 

0Job . 
Centre 

LEEDS 
7 King Edward Street 
0532 449075 

Superfi 

LINCOLN 
271 a High Street 
0522 520265 

Superfi 

LONDON 
2-4 Camden High �i;hds�e street 

������ 071 388 1300 

L-------' Superfi 

u; NOTTINGHAM 
� D 15 Market Street 
� �--:-=':--! 0602 412137 

� r-==---1 Superfi 

exposure 

20 

For the past fifteen years Exposure 
has been one of the small group of 
companies which made its 
presence felt more by reputation 
than promotion. 

Many of John Farlowes designs, 
like the 15,20,17 & 18 have been 
acclaimed both in the UK and 
abroad for their striking musical 
performance, and excellent build 
quality. 

That's not all -we also have top 
quality amplification from 
Audiolab, John Shearne, Cyrus, 
Musical Fidelity and Quad for you 
to consider. 

musical evening 
Join us for an evening with Musical 
Fidelity and Ruark, and audition a 
selection of their products, including 
the new Elektra range from Musical 
Fidel ity and Paladin from Ruark. 
Th1s evening is to be held at The Post 
House Hotel in Wrotham, Kent on 
Thursday 20th October, from 7.30 to 
1 O.dOpm. Free Entry will be by 
ticket only, available by writing to 
Promotions Dept, Sevenoaks Hi Fi, 1 1 1  
London Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN 13 
1 BH or by visiting your local Sevenoaks 
Hi · nch. 

SHEFFIELD 
1 Rockingham Gate, 
The Moor � 0742 723768 

0 
� Superfi 

.c � STOKE ON 
le� "11 11� TRENT :tl) . ., .. ,, "" 51 Picadilly, Han Jey f--P_i_ c=a=d=- i_ll.::. y--1 0782 265010 

• Superfi 

Prices include VAT and were 
correct at time of going t o  press. 
but are subject to change without 
prior notice. E&OE. Most, but not 
all. of the offers displayed are 
also available from our associates 
Superfi. Sevenoaks Hi Fi and 
Superfi are not legally related and 
are separate commercial 
undertakings. 
All prices are valid ·until at least 
October 31st, 1994 SEVE NOAKS 

s u p E R F 



s3o HI·FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Key to recievers Price· typical retail, to nearest 

- .  pound. A/V· minimum requirements -Oolby 
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Tannoy 625 = 595 Active 90 58,49,45 
Tannoy 638 599 3xPI 91 6 175 33,96,32 
Tannoy D100 649 2xPt 89 8 120 25,36,22 
Tannoy D500 1470 3xPI 91 6 175 31,93,34 
T annoy Sterling TW 1750 2x 93 8 150 48,70,31 
Tannay D700 2100 3xPt 93 6 200 37,99,36 
T annov GRFM TW 3500 2x 95 8 200 80,100,48 
TannoyGantebury 12" 5500 2x 94 8 200 58,90,43 
T annoy Westminster TW 6000 2x 99 8 200 
T annoy Canterbury 15" 7000 2x 96 8 250 68,110,48 
T annoyWestminster Ro 13500 2x 99 8 200 98,139,56 
TDL NFM · Shielded 70 2x 88 8 70 18,30,17 
TDL Near Field Monitor 120 2x 88 8 70 18,30,17 
TDL RTL1 200 87 8 80 20,39,22 
TDL RTL2 300 87 8 80 20,73,22 
TDL RTL3 400 90 8 120 20,90,37 
TDL Studio 0. 75 499 85 8 100 20,67,30 
TDL Studio 0.5 499 85 8 75 20,62,30 
TDL Studio 1 699 2x 86 8 120 23,77,33 
TDL Studio 699 86 8 100 23,76,33 
TDL Studio 0.75m 749 2xTLS 85 8 100 29,67,31 
TDL Studio 1 m 899 2TLS 86 8 120 23,77,34 
TDL Studio 3 999 87 8 250 30,98,41 
TDL Studio 4 1499 87 8 300 27,112,44 
TDL Reference Monitor 1999 87 8 350 30,119,47 
Teac LSX8 80 8 30 11,18,11 
Teac SW1 120 Sub 6 100 17,44,30 
Teac S300 150 2x Pt 6 100 17,24,17 
Technics SB·CS55 80 2x PI 8 60 25,43,25 
T echnlcs SB-CS75 100 3x PI 8 60 27,49,25 
Technics SB-CS95 150 3x PI 8 100 29,54,25 
Technics SB-EX2 180 2x Pt 4 100 24,48,29 
Technics SB·EX3 250 3x PI 4 125 24,60,29 
Technics SB-EX7 450 3x Pt 4 180 29,85,32 
Technics SB·MX100D 2000 2x PI 6 100 23,47,34 
Technics SB·MX200D 4000 3x Pt 88 4 125 35,91,43 
Totem Model One 995 PI 87 4 120 17,31,23 
Triangle Tltus E 265 90 8 75 20,25,32 
T rianilfe Comete E =c 399 91 8 100 22,28,40 
T rianole Scalene E 625 91 8 150 84,22,22 
Triangle Norma 775 93 8 150 26,84,25 
Triangle Alcante 999 92 4 200 22,100,22 
Triangle I care 1350 92 8 250 99,22,28 
Triangle Galisto 1850 90 8 300 104,22,22 
Triangle Altair 2450 92 8 300 35,120,30 
Triangle Octant 3550 94 8 300 42,150,19 
UKD Operetta 595 Pt 88 8 70 22,30,26 
UKD Callas 750 PI 88 8 120 34,22,32 
UKD Super Pavarotti 875 PI 88 8 150 23,55,23 
UKD Caruso 1850 PI 88 8 200 22,97,28 
Vandersteen 2Ce 1395 4x 88 7 160 41,101,27 
Visonic David 5001 132 4·8 50 10,17,10 
Visonic Sub 4 154 4·8 100 36,49,31 
Visonic David 6001 163 4·8 60 13,20,12 
Visonic David 8001 228 4·8 80 16,25,17 
Whartedale Centre Cube 45 PI 87 8 75 14,13,12 
Wha1iedale Modus Cube 69 Pt 87 8 75 14,17,12 
Whartedale CRS3 89 2x PI 89 8 100 22,38,17 
Wharfedale Diamond VI 99 PI 89 8 100 16,27,22 
Whartedale D30. 2 99 Pt 89 8 100 22,38,17 
Whartedale Modus Centr 99 Pt 87 8 75 46,14,12 
Whartedale Modus Micro 99 2x Pt 86 8 75 14,23,12 
Wharfedale Diamond V 129 PI 87 8 100 18,26,20 
Whartedale CRS5 129 2x PI 89 8 140 26,48,20 
Whartedale Modus Mini 129 ABR 86 8 75 14,39,12 
Whartedale Modus Sub· ss139 Pt 88 8 200 57,23,26 
Wharfedale Modus One 149 2xPt 89 8 100 22,41,29 
Whartedale 415 149 IB 87 8 100 24,35,20 
Whartedale Modus Three 199 2xPI 90 8 100 22,57,29 
Whartedale CRS7 199 PI 91 8 150 26,60,21 
Whartedale 425 199 IB 88 8 100 26,40,25 
Whartedale 535 249 IB 90 8 120 27,48,29 
Wharfedafe Modus Five 259 3xPt 90 8 125 22,65,29 
Whartedale CRS9 299 PI 93 8 160 31,80,28 
Whartedale Modus Seven 329 3xPt 90 8 125 22,81,20 
Whartedale Modus One· T ree389 3xPt 90 8 150 22,109,29 
Wilson XI Grand Slam 0 3x 94 
Wilson WAP Puppy 5 5500 Sub 91 
Wilson WAP Puppy 11 5600 Sub 91 25,53,35 
Wilson WATT Ill 7700 2x 91 27,31,36 
Wilson WHOW 11 12500 Sub 98 88/65,36 
Yamaha NS-CBO 99 90 6 80 14,45,17 
Yamaha NS·E80 120 90 6 50 27,20,7 
Yamaha NS·C 110 149 90 6 120 15,47,18 
Yamaha NS 1 OM 250 90 8 100 21,38,20 

�id:6�\���f���ti�;�e circuit with 
Remote · control. Size-width x height x depth in cm. 

r:�t��,f� �:-����hd��-
i�{eeads���Ve���" The Directory for full test results. 

Special 

Servo, current drive subwoofer 

6.5 inch Dual Concentric 
8 inch Dual Concentric 

1 0 inch Dual Concentric 

Priced for SlnJ!Ie speaker 

Transmission line bass 

Metal dome tweeter 
Metal dome tweeter 

Floor standinq 

Coaxial, shielded 

Shell/stand, shielded 
Composite mica cone mid 
Composite mica cone mid 
Composite mica cone mid 
Mica diaphragms, separate LF b 
Mica diaphragms, separate LF b 
Floor standinq, separate LF ba 
Mica bass/tweeter 

Suits low powered valve amps 
Suits for low power valve amp 
Suits low power valve amp 
Suits low power valve amp 

Proprietary tweeter 
Ultra high sensitivity 
Solid mahogany, stand mount 
Solid mahogany, stand mount 
Solid mahogany, stand mount 
Solid walnut, floor standing 
Free standino, phase alioned 

Shielded centre speaker 
Shielded 
Standlboohshelf mount 
Stand/bookshelf mount 
Stand/bookshelf mount 
Shielded centre speaker 
Shielded 
Stand mount, near wall 

Shielded two-wav 
Two channel double tuned sub-w 
Stand/bookshelf mount 

Stand/bookshelf mount 

Stand/bookshelf mount 
Floor standino, three wav 
Floor standino 
Floor standing_ 
Three-way reference 
Passive sub for WADs 
Passive subwoofer for WAn 

Active subwoofer for WATT 

�!fflllll'ti,,Hitft@i@M@tifflfliJ;.;:m;g.m;itj:tjd&,@tf@!,!.T 
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l'IP AI 199 
l'IP AIT 219 
zyp A2S 299 

� 
Model �-

B&O Beomaster 7000 835 
Denon DRA·365RD 250 
Denon DRA-545RD 320 
Denon AVR-1000 520 
Dual CR9000RS 200 
Grundio R210 170 
Grundlg R2 250 
Harman-Kardon HK3300 379 
Hannan-Kardon HK3400 499 
Harman-Kardon HK3500 699 
Harman-Kardon HK3600 799 
Harman-Kardon AVR-30 999 
JVC RX·212XBK 200 
JVC RX·308BK 230 
JVC RX-508VBK 350 
JVC RX-808VBK 570 
Kenwood KR-A4060 230 
Kenwood KR-V6060 350 
Kenwood KR·V7050 400 
Marantz SR-53 270 
MarantzSR-63 330 
Mai8rilZ SR-73 550 
Marantz SR-82 850 
NAD 701 259 
NAD 705 329 
Phifiiis FR940 �� 450 
Pioneer SX-203RDS 200 
Pioneer SX·303RDS 250 
Pioneer VSX-452 400 
Sansui RZ790 250 
Sansui RZ-3500 11 370 
Sherwood RXI 010 120 
Sherwood RX2010 140 
Sherwood RX40 1 OR 180 
Sherwood RV5030R 330 
Sherwood RV60 1 OR 350 
Sherwood RV6030R 400 
Sony STRD311 230 
Soiiy STFD511 280 
Son STRD611 330 
Teac AG-V3020 450 
Technics SA-GX130DL 230 
Technics SA-GX230DL 270 
Technics SA-GX350L 330 
Technics SA-GX550L 450 
Yamaha RX-360 240 
Yamaha RX-V470 400 

� 
Model g· 

Aiwa NSX-270 280 
Aiwa NSX-400 300 
Alwa NSX-340 300 
Aiwa LCX-7 300 
Alwa NSX-430 330 
Aiwa NSX-520 350 
Aiwa NSX-450G 350 
Aiwa LCX-9 350 
Aiwa Z·650 370 
Aiwa NSX-540 400 
Aiwa Z-1100 400 
Alwa NSX ·550G 430 
Aiwa D636 450 
Aiwa NSX-D737 500 
Aiwa Z-1700 500 
Aiwa Z·D3100M 600 
Aiwa NSX·D939 750 
Aiwa D9100M 900 
Alwa Z·D9100M 900 
Akai MX92 299 
Akai MX92T 349 
Akai MX115 399 
Akal RX590 449 

Key to systems Price-typical retail, to nearest 
������s-CO· compact disc, R-radio tuner, Tu· turntable, T ·cassette tape, V -video si�nal routing (composite and/or 5-Vtdeo). 
�h:'ne����Rt�St. power in watts, per 
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� Size "' "' 

Size· main unit dimensions-width x height x depth in cm. 

i:it�dc�� ����_1����-i�l�:s��;1e�i6" The Directory for full test results. 

Special 

IB 88 8 50 14,22,12 Wall mount 
IB 88 8 50 14,22,12 Magnetically shielded 
IB 88 8 50 22,14,12 Studio neartield monitor 
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� � !!l � Size Special 

N 75 FM M,L 20 MM,2L,2T y 

N 45 FM.M 24 MM,3L,1T y 44,12,32 System remote 
N 60 FM.M 24 MM,3L,2T y 44,12,32 RDS 
y 70 FM.M 16 MM,2L,2T y 44,15,33 Auto input balance 
N 55 FM.M,L 30 MM,4L,2T y 44 
N 50 FM,M,L 59 MM,5L y 36,12,30 Gain switch, remote 
N 50 FM.M.L 59 MM,5L y 44,14,30 RDS, Radio text, remote 
N 20 FM,M MM,3L,2T y 45,13,35 
N 35 FM.M MM3L.2T y 45,13,35 
N 50 FM.M MM,4L.2T y 45,13,35 
N 75 FM M MM,4L,2T y 45,13,35 
y 50 FM M 16 MM,3L,3T,6V y 45,13,35 Dolby Pro Loqic 
N 50 FM.M L 40 MM 3L.1T y 44,13,34 4ch surround 
N 70 FM M,L 40 MM 3L 1T y 44,13,34 4 channel surround 
y 50 FM,M,L 40 MM,1L,3T y 44,13,34 5ch Dolby Pro Logic 
y 70 FM,M,L 40 MM,1L,3T y 44,16,40 5ch Dolby Pro Logic 
N 80 FM,M 20 MM.3L,2T y 44,13,33 RDS 
y 100 FM,M 20 MM.3L,2T y 44,15,40 RDS 
y 100 FM.M 20 MM,3L,2T y 44,15,40 RDS 
N 50 FM M,L 30 MM,3L.1T y 43,14,34 
N 80 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L 1T y 43,14,34 
y 75 FM.M 30 MM.3L.3T y 43,15,38 Dolby Pro Locic 
y 75 FM,M 30 MM,3L,2T y 43,17,43 Dolby Pro Logic, multi-room 
N 25 FM,M 24 MM,2L,1T y 

N 40 FM,M 39 MM,2L,2T y 

y 100 FM,M,L 30 MM,4L,4T y 44,14,30 Dolby Pro Logic 
N 35 FM.M 30 MM,2L,2T y 42,14.29 RDS tuner 
N 50 FM,M 30 MM.2L,2T y 42,14,34 RDS tuner 
y 50 FM,M 30 MM,2L,2T,2V y 42,14,35 Dolby Pro-Logic 
N 30 FM.M 30 MM,2L,2T y 

N 30 FM,M 30 MM.2L,2T y 

N 30 FM,M MM.2L,1T N 
N 50 FM.M MM,3L,1T N 
N 60 FM.M MM,3L,1T N 
y 80 FM,M,L MM,4L,4T y Dolby Pro Locic 
y 100 FM,M,L MM,4L,4T y Dolbv Pro Locic 
y 100 FM,M,L MM,4L,4T y 

y 60 FM.M,L 30 MM,2L,2T y 43,14,30 System remote 
y 50 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,2T y 43,14,30 Dolby Pro Logic 
y 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,3L,2T y 43,14,30 Dolby Pro Logic 
y 95 FM.M 30 MM,4L,3T y 44,16,38 Dolby Pro Logic 
N 60 FM,M,L 30 MM,2L,2 y 43,13,31 
y 80 FM,M,L 30 MM,2L,2T y 43,13,31 Non-Dolby 
y 80 FM.M.L 30 MM,4L,1T y 43,14,36 Dolby Pro Logic 
y 100 FM,M,L 30 MM 3L 1T y 43,16,36 Dolby Pro-Logic 
N 40 FM,M MM.3L,tT y 

y 50 FM.M MM 6L.2T y Dolby Pro Logic 

"' ... .. .. c 
:E 

� !!l Size Special 

CD.R,2T 20 Mini, remote 
CD.R 25 Mini, single box 
CD.R,2T 25 Mini, 3-CD player 
CD.R,T 15 14,24.26 Micro 
CD.R.2T 40 Mini, inc front surround spkrs 
CD.R,2T 40 Mini, 3-CD player 
CD.R,T 25 Mini, CD Graphics 
CD.R.T 10 14.24.26 Micro, with powered subwoofer 
CD.R.Tu.2T 20 Midi 
CD R,2T 55 Mini, front surround spkrs 
CD R.Tu,2T 30 36.48.35 3 CD player 
CD,R.2T 40 Mini, CD Graphics 
CD,R,2T 40 Mini, 3-CO, front surround 
CD.R.2T 50 Mini, 4-mode DSP 
CD,R.Tu,2T 75 14,24,26 Midi, front surround 
CD,R.Tu,2T 50 36,54,35 Midi, three CD, separates 
CD,R,2T 50 Dol by Pro Logic, incl speakers 
CD.R,Tu.2T 75 Dol by Pro·Locic, inc speakers 
CD,R,Tu,2T 75 36.63,35 Midi, DSP, Dolby SPro Locic 
CD.R,2T 25 26.38,24 
CD,R,P,2T 25 27.46,31 As MX92, with mini turntable 
CD.R,2T 35 27,39.26 Graphic equa11ser 
CD,R,2T,P 38 27,31,33 3x CD player, Dolby B 
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Key to systems Size -main unit dimensions -width x 

Price -typical retail, to nearest height x depth in cm. 

����c
des -CO- compact disc, R- radio r:�t�dcf� ���P/��i�� -

ip ,�e:s���fe���" 
tuner, Tu -turntable, T -cassette 
tape, The Directory for full test results. 
V-video signal routing (composite 
and/or S-V1deo). 
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-
power in watts, per 

Key to tuners RDS ·Radio Data System, which pro-
Price -typical retail, to nearest vides station tos and sometimes 

g����·-FM-VHF, stereo and hi-fi 
other data on the FM waveband. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 

�:.
P���eO.�: ���Wa:e�������Yt��i- r:�t��n� n��p,.t��t��.

i�{i�s���ie���n 
mono, N · Nicam digital TV stereo 
sound. The Directory for full test results. 
Presets - total number o f  presets on 
all bands. 
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Model .. 5t Size Special 
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Model .. .. 5t Size Special 

Akai MX115T 449 CO,R,P,2T 35 27,48,31 As MX115, with mini turntable Pioneer N-70W 399 CD,R 2T 70 Double auto-reverse cassette, 
Akai RX590T 499 CD,R.2T P 38 27,40,33 As RX590, with mini turntable Pioneer N-70W/M 449 CD,R.2T 70 Multi-play version of N-70W 
Akai RX690 549 CD,R,2T 50 27,40,33 3x CO player, Dolby B&C Pioneer N-1 OOW 499 CD,R.2T 100 Double auto-reverse cassette, 
Akai RX690T 599 CD R,2T,P 50 27,49,33 As RX690 with mini turntable Pioneer J-300 549 CD,R.2T Tu 49 Single play CD with Smart tu me 
Al<ai RX890 799 CD.R,2T 60 27,42,33 Virtual Room Simulator, RDS Pioneer N-1 OOW/M 549 CD.R 2T 100 Multi-play version of N-1 OOW 

Akai MX950 799 CO,R,2T 65 27,42,34 Triple CO, separates Pioneer J-400M 649 CD,R 2T,Tu 50 Six-disc mulliplay, Dolby Surr 
Al<ai RX890T 849 CD.R.2T.P 60 27,51,33 As RX690, with mini turntable Pioneer lmpresso-3 749 CD.R T 35 Separate components. CD with S 
Akai RX890 Compo 999 CD.R.2T.P 60 64,78,35 RX890 with stand & AP A950 Pioneer J-500 779 CD.R.2T.Tu 65 Dolby Surround, seven band equ 
Akai MX950 Comj}Q 999 CD .RP.2T 65 64,78,36 As MX950, with speaker stands Pioneer J-500M 829 CD R.2T.Tu 65 Six-disc multiplay version of 
Amstrad MC500 100 CO,R T 3 16,22,22 FM,MW 20 presets, bass boost Pioneer J-V600 879 CD R 2T Tu 65 Dolby Pro Loqic AN svstem. Mo 
Amstrad Micro 1 000 150 CD,R.T 5 15.20.26 15 presets. FM, MW, LW Pioneer lmp_resso-7 899 CD R T 45 As lmpresso 3, w1th ADS tuner 
Amstrad Micro 1500 170 CD.R T 5 15,20,26 20 presets, FM,MW,LW Pioneer J-700 999 CD,R.2T.Tu 115 CD with Stable Platter mechani 
Amstrad CD3-500 200 CO,R,2T 5 28,34.30 Three disc CD player. FM, MW Pioneer J-V600LD 1199 CD,R.2T Tu 65 Includes PAUNTSC LaserOisc pi 
Arcam Alpha 5 1200 CO,R 40 43.23.30 Based on Arcam separates Semsunq SCM6550 230 CO,R.Tu.2T 5 35.33.29 Midi, remote control 
Arcam Alpha 6 1300 CD.R 50 43.23,30 Including Alpha 6 RIC amp Semsung MAX335 230 CO.R.2T 10 23,30,30 Mini. remote control 
Arcam Delta 2810 CO,R T 75 43,37,34 Fully remote controllable Samsung SCMB 1 00 300 CO R,Tu.2T 20 36.37.26 Midi, remote control 
B&O Beosystem 7000 245 CD.R Tu T 100 42 8.33 Components. speakers extra Samsunq MAX370 300 CD,R 2T 20 45,32,34 Mini, remote control 
8&0 BeoSound Century 995 CO.R T 75,37, I 7 Wall mounted active speakers Semsuno SCM8300 350 CD.R.Tu 2T 20 36.37.30 Midi, equaliser, 5 CD carousel 
8&0 Beocenter 1400 CO.R T 80 76,11,34 Audio master for extended syst Semsung SCM91 00 430 CD.R,Tu 2T 30 36.47.29 Midi, remote control 
B&O Beosystem 2500 2150 CO,R.T 83,36,16 Active speakers, lifestyle sys Sansui MS6901 420 CD.R,2T 50 18,26,34 
8&0 Beosystem 2300 2150 CD.R 83,36,16 As 2500, without cassette Senyo SYS 220 300 CD,R,2T 15 36,36,37 
Denon 0-65/S 640 CO,R 2T 30 27 w1de Includes optional UK speakers Sanyo MSI 300 CD.R.T 25 22.21.22 
Denon 0-90/S 740 CO.R Tu.T 30 27 w1de RDS, inc optional UK speakers Sanyo DC 010 300 CD.R.2T 15 27 36.32 
Oenon 0-11 0/S 870 CO,R Tu 2T 40 27 w1de RDS, inc optional UK speakers Sanvo DC-D15 350 CD.R,2T 15 27.36.32 1 0 diSC CD player 
Den on 0-250/S 1000 CO.R Tu,2T 50 27 w1de ROS, inc optional UK speakers Sanyo DC-040 400 CD.R.2T 30 27 36 32 1 0 disc CD pta_ygr 
Den on O-F1 0/S 1150 CD.R.Tu.IT 50 All components sold separately Sanyo SYS915 430 CD.R.2T 30 36.4336 Four-disc CO player 

Dual MS3700 600 CD.R IT 50 Sharp Midi C2400 230 CD.R.2T 10 61.32.31 Remote 3 disc CD changer 

Dual MS250D 600 CO,R.2T 35 Sharp Svstem-S360E 230 CD.R.2T 10 27 32.33 Remote control 

Goodmans System 700 600 CD.R.2T 50 Sharp System-CD150E 260 CD R Tu,2T tO 36.48.36 30 tuner presets 
Grundig MCIO 300 CD.R.T 25 18.36,29 Mini, Dolby NR Sharp Midi COR160 270 CD.R.2T 10 76.40.38 X-bass boos! feature 

Gnundig MIO 330 CD,R,2T 22 27,37,34 Five band graphic & full remot Sharp System-S370E 270 CD.R 2T 25 27.32.33 Five band equaliser 

Grundig M20 430 CD,R 2T 35 25,37 30 Spectrum analyser Sharp Svstem C0170E 280 CO,R Tu.2T 10 36.40,36 Remote control, auto-reverse 

Grundio Rne Arts SI 740 CD,R 2T 50 44,45,30 Sharp Mini S3460 300 CO R2T 30 63,32,30 3 mode programmed equaliser 

Grundio Fine Arts S3 760 CD,R,2T 50 44,37,30 Separates system Sharp Midi CDR260 300 CO,R,2T 25 76,40,38 3 mode programmed equaliser 

Grundig Fine Arts 52 880 CD.R.2T 80 44,45,30 Separates system Sharp System-Q8E 330 CO,R.T 12 15,19,26 Ultra compact 

Grundig Fine Arts S4 1130 CO.R.2T 120 44,45,30 Sharp Mini C4450 350 CD.R.2T 20 63.32.30 3 disc CO changer 

Grundig Fine Arts S5 1300 CO.R.2T 120 44,41,30 Sharp Micro XL 12E 399 CD.R, IT �)0 48.23.31 

Hitachi AXIO 330 CO R.2T 20 23.29.28 lnc qraphic equaliser Sharp Mini S6470 399 CD R,2T tOO 63.32.30 

Hitachi AX12 350 CO.R.2T 20 23,34,32 Graphic equaliser Sonv MHC 450 300 CD.T.Tu 2T 20 22.29.21 Remote. double cass deck 

Hitachi AXCI 0 380 CO,R.2T 20 23,29,28 6-disc . graphic ecuatiser Sony MHC 590 330 CD,T Tu 2T Auto reverse 

.NC Adagio S20 370 R.CD 2T 30 25,27,35 Live surround Sony Compact 190 330 CD.R.Tu 2T 9 35,48.34 

JVC Midi -W48CO 430 R,CO 2T 30 36,50,34 Live Surround Sonv MHC 650 380 CD,T,Tu.3T 35 22,28,26 Full remote 

JVC AdaWo S30 430 R.CD.2T 32 25 27,35 Live surround, Karaoke SonyCompact 195 380 CD R,Tu,2T 9 35,49,41 

JVC Adagio C33 450 R.C0.2T.V 30 25,33,34 Live surround. ?CD d1sc system Sony Compact 290 400 CDA,Tu 2r 30 35.48.35 

.NC Midi-W58CO 500 R.CD 2T 50 36.48.25 Bass compensator Sony Compact 295 450 CD.R.Tu 2T 30 35,49,41 Full remote 

JVC Adaoio S50R 500 R CD 2T 40 25.36,35 Live surround, ROS Sony MHC C50CD 500 CD.T Tu.3T 30 22.33,32 Five-disc CD 

JVC Adagio C55 600 R CD 2T V 36 24.36,34 Advanced 7CD disc svstem Sonv MHC 2900 500 CD T ru.3T 40 22,28.26 Electronic EO 

JVC Adagio S60R 600 R.CD.2T 45 28.36.35 Panoramic surround, RDS SOnv Compact 490 500 CD R.Tu.2T 40 35,59,36 Five-disc CD 

I.NC Midi-W78CD 750 R.CD 2T 60 36.57.29 Two channel surround Sony MHC C70CD 600 CD.T.Tu,3T 40 22,39,31 Five-disc CD 

JVC Adaqio G7 800 R,CD 2T.V 50 28,43,28 Panoramic surround Sony Compact Plus 590 600 CD.R.Tu.2T GO 43,48.39 Five-disc CO, electromc EO 

.NC Adaoio G9 1000 R.CD,2T,V 55 28.43,28 Panoramic surround Sony Compact ?iUs 695A 800 CD.TTu.2T 60 Full size separates, Dol by P-L 

Kenwood U0-302 400 CD R 2T 33 27.36.31 3-disc carousel Sony MHC490D 800 CD.T Tu.3T GO 22.4 I .28 

Kenwood UD-501 600 CD.R.l2T 32 27.41.31 Presence modes Sonv MHC 590DAV 1000 CD TTu 3T 60 22.41.28 UK sound, Dol by Pro Log1c 

Kenwood M-4 7 600 CD R Tu.2T 45 36 62.38 Sony Compact Plus 795A 1000 CD.R.Tu,2T 60 43,48,39 Dolby Pro Logic, Dol by S 

Kenwood M-28MG 600 CO R T,2T 30 36.5638 Five disc CD carousel Sony Compact Plus 995A 1500 CD.R.Tu.2T 60 43.47.42 Oolby Pro Logic, LaserDisc 

IKenwood U0-551 650 CO,R.2T 32 27.41.31 Multi CD Technics SC-CH404 500 CD.R.Tu.2T 35 27,42.34 Mini, including speakers 

Kenwood U0-701 750 CD.RV.2T 32 27.41,31 Dolby Surround Technics SC-CH505 600 CD.R,2T so 27.42.34 Mini Karaoke, including speake 

Kenwood M-4 7G 750 CD.R.Tu,2T 45 36.62,38 Graphic equaliser Technics SC-CH575 650 CD,R.2T oo 27.42,34 Mini, multi-changer 

Kenwood UD-751M 800 CD R V  2T 32 27.41,31 Multi CO Technics CO-X120 700 CD.R.2T 40 36,41,32 Midi, including speakers 

Kenwood M-57MG 850 CD R Tu,2T 45 36.62 38 Multi-GO, qraphic equaliser T echntcs SC-CH750 800 CD.R 2T 50 27,42,34 Mini, DSP, includinq speakers 

Kenwood M-76AG 950 CD R VTu.2T 60 36 62.38 Dolby Surround Technics CO-X320 800 CD.R.Tu.2T 50 36,41.32 Midi, including speakers 

Kenwood U0-901 1000 CD R V  2T 42 27 41,31 Oolby Pro Loqic Technics CO-X520 900 CD.R Tu.2T 60 36.41.32 Mtdt, includinq speakers, basi 

Kenwood M-77MG 1000 CD R V  Tu.2T 60 36 62.38 Multi-CO Technics SC-CH9090 1000 DCC,CO,R 60 27.42.34 OCC equipped mim s stem 

Kenwood H0-1 OOD 1000 CD R T 40 27.40.35 MD & equaliser options Technics SC-CH950 1000 CD.R.2T 60 27.42.34 Pro Loqic, soundfield speakers 

Kenwood M-97G 1250 CD RV.Tu,2T 85 36,64,38 Oolll)' Pro Loqic Yamaha CC70 600 CD,R.2T 50 28.33.34 YST active bass 

Kenwood M-97MG 1300 CD.RV.Tu.2T 85 36.64.38 Multi-CD 

Marantz 1010 900 CD.R 2T 45 42.77.31 System Link Operation 

Marantz 1020 1000 CO R 2T 45 42,77,31 Motorised Front Panel 

INa!<amiclll S'space 7 1495 CD.R 40 Multi-CD, aux & tape input 

Klnkvo L-909 1200 MM 3L 2T 70 Ciomponent svstem, 4ohm rated 

"" 
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� "' " 
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Size Special Model "' 
IPanasonic SC-OH30 250 CO,R 2T 5 
IPanasonic SC-CH tl 300 CD.R.2T 20 Aiwa XT-003 120 FM,ML 30 N 

IPanasonic SC-CH33Z 370 CO.R.2T 30 Aiwa XT-950 150 FM.M 24 N 

Panasonic SC-CH150 430 CO.R.T 20 18.25,28 51 cm wide, including speakers Arcam Alpha 5. 220 FM 16 N 43.8 27 Signal strength meter 

PhiliPS FW21 300 CD.R 2T 12 26.30.22 Arcam Delta 150 230 N1cam 8 <3 7 27 Stereo TV tuner 

Phillps AS44CD 329 CD.R.2T 20 36.38,29 Arcam Delta 280 350 FM 20 N 43.7 28 Remote control, IF switching 

Phillos AS540CO 379 CO R 2T 40 36,398,29 Audiolab 8000T 700 FM.M L  39 N 45.8.36 Switchable IF, mutinq, mono 

.Philips FW41 400 CO R.2T 30 26 30,25 Aura TU50 300 FM 16 N 43.6 27 Chrome finish + £50 

Phili s AS640CD 429 CD R,2T 30 36.38.29 Five disc CD AVI S2000MT 599 FM 16 N 31,25 9 RIG via system handset 

1Philips FW91 499 CD.ROCC 60 26,35.26 DCC mini Dav Seouerra FM Ref 5457 FM 

j'hilips FS380 499 CD R.DCC 100 44.50 30 OCC midi Oav-Seq S B'dcast Mon 14640 FM 

'Piiffiils FW370 900 CD.ROCC 75 36.50.35 OCC midi Oenon TU-260L 120 FM,M L  20 N 44 8 24 Low impedance output 

Pioneer N-25 299 CD.R.2T 20 Double cassette. three-disc CO Denon TU-380RD 190 FM.M 40 N 44 8 24 RDS RadiotexUEON 

Pioneer N-50W 349 CD.R.2T 50 One touch Karaoke, smart timer Denon TU-580RD 220 FM.M 30 y 44 8 29 Vanabte IF bandwidth 

Pioneer J-200 399 CD,R,2T,Tu 50 Mic mixing, live band equalise Goodmans GST650 90 FM.ML 36 N 

lffli!.!{J.&i;@lftltfjlfffiMif§tifflflijg.iil§i+mlitjltfdri,iiif§Httm!.!.l ., ., ' ,. ' ' ., ' 
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Key to tuners 
Price -typical retail, to nearest 

�����--FM-VHF, stereo and hi-fi 
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N- Nicam digital TV stereo 

Presets- total number of presets on 
all bands. 

ROS- Radio Data System, which pro
vides station lOs and sometimes 
other data on the FM waveband. 
Size -width x height x depth in cm. 
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The Directory for full test results. 

700 FM,M,l 39 45,8,36 Switchable IF, mutinq, mono 
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�-
Key to turntables. Size- width x height x depth in cm. 
Price - typical retail, to nearest 

�����S- 33.45 and/or 78 revolutions 
Special - Cartridge and/or arm includ-
ed etc. 

�
er minute. 
ype- A- Auto, that is, automatic 
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initiation, and arm return at end o 
side. The Directory for full test results. 
S ·Semi, arm lift or arm return at end 
of side. M · Manual. 
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Model �· .. !! Size Special 
,, 

Dual 505-4 UK 200 s 33/45 44, 15, 3 Turntable inc cartridge 
Dual CS750-1 350 s 33/45/78 44, 14, 3 Turntable includes cartridge 
Dual Golden One 500 s 33/45/78 44, 14, 3 Piano finish CS750-1 
Genexxa Lab-7 0 60 M 33/45 Includes MM cartridge 
Genexxa Lab-810 70 s 33/45 Includes MM cartridge 
Goodmans DeHa 700 55 s 33/45 36.90.37 Part of Delta system 
Kenwood KD-491 F 100 A 33/45 44,10,39 Includes cartridge 
Kuzma Stabi/PS 1200 M 33/45 51' 18, 4 Belt driven, external PSU 
Kuzma Stabi Rei!PS 3000 M 33/45 Two motor, belt driven 
Linn Basik 349 M 33/45 45,14,36 Complete with Akito arm 
Linn LP12 Basil< 745 M 33 45,14,36 Non-crystal motor drive 
Linn LP12 Valhalla 894 M 33/45 45.14,36 Electronic PSU, upqradable 
Llnn LP12 Lingo 1345 M 33/45 45,14,36 Outboard hi h grade PSU 
Manticore Madri al 570 M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable 

Manticore Mantra 890 M 33/45 46,36,12 Turntable 
Manticore Magister 3800 M 33/45 57,46,18 Special order only 
Mlchell Mycro 397 M 33/45 46,14,34 
Michell Mvcro/arm 539 M 33/45 46,14,34 Includes Reqa RB300 arm 

Michell Gvrodek 697 M 33/45 53,19,41 Optional outboard PSU 
Michell Gyrodeklarm 839 M 33/45 53,19,41 Includes Rega RB300 arm 

Moth Aiamo 175 M 33/45 Comes with RB250 arm 
Moth Turntable 199 M 33/45 Split-plinth design 

NAD 5120 110 s 33/45 Includes arm 

N'ham Spacedeck · 600 M 3345 

N'ham Illusion 600 M 33/45 
N'ham HyperSpacedeck 1200 M 33/45 
N'ham Graphic 1200 M 33/45 
N'ham Mentor 2200 M 33/45 751b alloy or graphite platter 
N'ham Mentor Ref 4800 M 33/45 1501b platter, oraphite top 
Origin Live Oasis-S 899 M 33 Suspended turntable 
Pink Triangle Export GTi 890 M 33/45 46,15,37 Suspended turntable, acrylic p 
Pink Triangle Anniv 1695 M 33/45 45,15,37 Two box reference deck 
Pink T rianqle Anniv!PSU 2050 M 33/45 45,15,37 Battery PSU version of above 

Pioneer PL-225 120 s 33/45 42,10, 36 Belt drive, litted cartridoe 

Pioneer PL-335 150 A 33/45 42,10,36 Belt drive, fitted cartridge 

Pro-·ect 0.5 145 s 33/45 42, 11' 3 With Ortofon OM5 cartridge 
Pro-·ect 1 185 M 33/45 42, 11' 3 With Ortofon 510 cartridge 
Pro-'ect 1JEI 209 s 33,45 42,11.32 Semi-auto version of Pro-'ect 
Pro-·ect 2 249 M 33/45 46. 12. 3 Metal/glass platter, clamp 
Pro-·ect 2/0rtofon 275 M 33/45 46, 12, 3 With Ortofon MCI cartridge 

I. 
379 M 33/45 46, 17, 3 Suspended turntable 
435 M 33/45 46, 17, 3 As above, with Ortofon MC15 
699 M 33/45 46,17,3 With Sumiko arm 

Reoa Planar 78 198 M 78 45,13,37 As Reoa Planar 2, 78 only 

Rega Planar 2 198 M 33/45 45,13,37 Includes RB250 arm 

Rega Planar 3 260 M 33/45 45,13,37 Includes RB300 arm 

Rivelin Audio Eclipse 1595 M 33/45 45,13,38 Motor unit 

Roksan Radius 495 M 33/45 45,12,35 Motor unit 
Roksan Radius/Tabriz 695 M 33/45 45,12,36 As above, with Roksan arm 

Roksan TMS 2500 M 33/45 45,12,35 Reference motor unit 

Sherwood PS1870 70 s 33/45 Budget turntable with arm 

SME Model 20 2683 M 33/45/78 42, t6,32 Precision turntable 

SME Model 20A 3763 M 33/45/78 42,t5,32 As above, with SME Series V ar 

SME Model 30 10166 M /78 45,22,35 Flagship turntable 

SME Model 30A 11399 M 33/45/78 45,22,35 As above, with SME Series V ar 

Sony PSLX150H 90 s 33/45 43,10,36 Player, with MM cartridge 

Sonv PSLX431 B 150 A 33/45 43,11.36 Player, auto rec size select 

Svstemdek 1/920 136 M 33/45 Semi-suspended deck 

Systemdek IIX/900 230 M 33/45 Fully suspended des1gn 

Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 M 33/45 As above with RB250 arm 
SyStemdek IIXE/900 330 M 33/45 As above with separate PSU 

Technics SL·BD20 140 s 33/45 43,10,38 Belt drive, includes T 4P cartr 

Technics SL-8022 160 s 33/45 43,10,38 Belt drive, Includes T 4P cartr 

Technics Sl-1210Mkll 430 M 33/45 46,17,36 Quartz OD, no cartridge 

Technics SL-1200Mkll 430 M 33/45 43,10,38 Quartz 00, includes T 4P cartri 

Thorens ID-1 BO/A'f91 180 s 33/45/78 Elelt drive, inc Stanton 500 c 

Thorens ID-280 IV/UK 200 s 33/45/78 Electronic belt drive, AT95E 

ill 
200 M 33/45 Blank armboard, cut to shape, 

h 270 M 33/45 lnc TP50 manual arm, AT95E 

h 300 M 33/45 With Rega RB250 arm, no cart 
630 M 33/45 No arm, various armboards avai 

Thorens T0-2001 700 s 33/45 Includes Thorens TP90 arm, no 

Thorens T0-3001 /UK 770 M 33/45 Suspended , Rega arm no cart 

Thorens m-520 900 s 33/45/78 Thorens TP90, pitch control, n 

T ownshend Mklll Rock 799 M 33/45 Headshell end arm damoino 

Voyd The 1570 M 33/45 51,16,42 Original three-motor model 
Voyd 0.5 3368 M 33/45 51,16,42 UP9raded standard Voyd 
Voyd Reference 6500 M 33/45 51,16,48 Turntable, polycarbonate platt 

VPI HW -19Mk3/PLC 2150 M 33/45 External PSU, belt driven 
VPI HW-19Mk4/PLC 2950 M 33/45 As above, TNT platter/bearing 

VPI TNT Junior 3500 M 33/45 Poor mans TNT Series 3 
VPI TNT Series 3 6000 M 33/45 Unique platler and drive 
Wilson Benesch 1550 M 33/45 Hi h-tech turntable 

"m!!,!.�-w .. ij!ift@irtfjM@tifflfliJij.IIIJIJ·MitfjUfd&mtf§•ftffll.!,l 
[SvstemdekJL920 136 M · 33/45 - Semi-susoended deck 
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Bartletts Suggested Systems 
The Bartlet1s Suggested Systems listed below are supplied 

with the Marantz CD 53. an alternative CD player or 

Turntable is available, see below for price details. All 

systems are supplied with 8 metres of 79 strand 

loudspeaker cable. QED 4mm plugs are available at a cost 

of £1.00 each. Carriage charge for delivery to an address 

on the UK mainland is £12.00 per order. All items are sent 

fully insured. Prices were correct at time of printing but are 

subject to change without notice. All systems come with a 

2 year parts & labour guarantee. E&OE. 

Options 

Celeslion 1 Mission 760i 

(Nad 801 add £16) Mission 731 

Tannoy 603 11 Mission 761 i Tannoy 607 ll 

Mission 760ise B&W DM 600i Celestion 7 ll 

Tannoy 631 Nad 802 

B&W OM 610i Mission 762i 

Mission 780 Cerwin-

Vega vs a 

Mission 780 SE 

The following CD players or turntables can be ordered instead of the Marantz CD 53 in the above systems: 

CD Players 
Denon DCD 615 Add 

Nad 501 Add 

Yamaha COX 480 Add 

Nil Denon DCD 825 Add £20.00 Marantz CD 63 Add 

Nil Nad 502 Add £20.00 Pioneer PD-S703 Add 

Nil Yamaha COX 580 Add £50.00 

Turntables 
Dual CS 503-2 Deduct £10.00 Dual CS 505-4 Add £20.00 Thorens TO 280 Add 

Bartletts 
are authorised stockists for: 

£50.00 

£50.00 

£20.00 

Aiwa, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio Source, Audio Technica, Aura, 

B&W, Beyer, Bose, Boston, Cable Talk, Canon, Celestion, Cerwin-Vega, Chord Company, 

Copland, Creek, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Marantz, Michell, 

Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Panasonic, 

Pioneer, Polk, ProAc, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, Roberts, Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 

Sennheiser, Sony, Sy stemdek, Tannoy, Target, TDL, Technics, Thorens, Yamaha 



with 

Bartletts 

Get back 15°/o of your purchase 

price, which can be used to claim 

free accessories or loudspeakers 

of your choice 

Interest free credit on your 

purchase (minimum balance after 

deposit £200) 

? (For personal callers only!) 

And that's not all! In all these options every item costing £200 or more is 

covered by Bartletts full 3 year parts and labour guarantee. 
[Certain restrictions apply to Bartletts Options: Suggested Systems are excluded. TV & video products are 

covered by manufacturer's guarantee only. Credit is subject to status (written details upon request) Bartletts are 
licenced credit brokers. E&OE.] 
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So don't play the fool 

Play to win at 

Bartletts 

usic made live ... usic made live ... 



136 HI-FI CHOICE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Key to cartridges. Fit - N for normal half inch mountings, 
Price ·typical retail, to nearest T forT 4P plug in types. 

¥����-MM· moving ma net (output 
Weight· in grams. 

typically tmV /cm/sec), �C- movin� r:�t��n� �:-�;;���k�.
i�r:�s���fe���n 

coil (output t�ically o.tmV/cmfsec . 
Output - in m /cm/sec The Directory for full test results. 
lnt. stylus· Y for removable/replace-
able styli and N for fixed styli. 
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a: Special .. "" 
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Arcam C77 30 MM 4mV y N Comcal stylus 
Arcam C77MG 40 MM 4mV y N As C77 with metal body 
Arcam E77 50 MM 4mV y N Elliptical stylus 
Arcam E77MG 60 MM 4mV y N As E77, with metal body 
Arcam P77 63 MM 4mV y N 'Proliled' stylus 
Arcam P77MG 73 MM 4mV y N As P77, with metal body 
Audio Note to IIV 1395 MC N N Silver wired 
Audio Note to Ltd V 2950 MC N N Needs PSU 
Audio Technica AT-91 13 MM y N 
Audio Technica AT-95E 19 MM y N 
Audio T echnica AT -101 E 20 MM y N 
Audio Technica AT-110E 24 MM y N 
Audio Technica AT-420E 40 MM y N 
Audio Technica AT-450E 62 MM y N 
Audio T echnlca AT -OC3 104 MC N N 
Audio T echnica AT -OC5 146 MC N N 
Audio T echnica AT -OC30 619 MC N N Nude micro linear stylus 
Audio Technica ART-1 944 MC N N 
Audioquest MC5 250 MC t4mV N N Hiqh output MC, line contact 
Audioquest 404il 500 MC 0 5mV N N Boron cantilever 
Audioquest B200L BOO MC 0.5mV N N Boron tube cantilever 
Audioquest 7000NSX 1295 MC 0 3mV N N Boron tube cantilever 
Benz-Micro The Glider 600 MC 1mV N N Semi-nude desion 
Benz-Micro H200 700 MC 2mV N N 
Benz-Micro M090 700 MC 0 9mV N N 
Benz-Micro L040 700 MC 0 4mV N N 
Benz-Micro Wood Ref 1100 MC 0.3mV N N Bruyere housing, boron 
Benz-Micro Ruby Ref 1400 MC 0 3mV N N Bruyere housing boron 
Oenon DL 110 70 MC N N Elliptical stylus 
Oenon OL160 90 MC N N 
Oenon DL 103 100 MC N N 
Oenon OL304 200 MC N N Elliptical stylus 
Oynavector 50X Mkll 159 MC N N High output elliptical MC 
Oynavector 1 OX4 Mkll 189 MC N N High output elliptical MC 

I Dvnavector 23RS Mkll 375 MC N N Micro ridqe stvtus 
I Dynavector 1702 Mkll 449 �IC N N Micro ridge stylus 

Oynavector XX-1 L 998 MC N N Micro ridge stylus 
Oynavector XX-1 998 MC N N High output, tine contact MC 
Glanz GMC-1 OLX 69 MC 0 3  y N 5 
Glanz GMC 20E 99 MC 0 5  y N 6 
Goldrino Ban P 17 MM 5 OmV y T 6 T4P version of Elan 
Goldrina Elan 17 MM 5 OmV y N 4 Rigid body 
Goldring Elektra 25 MM 5 OmV y N 4 Elliptical stylus 
Grndring 1 006 50 MM 6.5mV y N 6 Elliptical stylus 
Goldring 10 12GX 65 MM 6 5mV y N 6 Gyger 11 stylus 
Goldrina 1 022GX 85 MM 6 5mV y N 6 Gyger I stylus 
Goldring Eroica LX 100 MC 0.5mV N N 6 As Eroica, low output 
Goldring Eroica 100 MC 2 5  N N 6 Gyger 11 stylus 
Gotdring 1042 105 MM 65mV y N 6 Gyger S stylus 
Goldrina Elite 200 MC 0 5mV N N 6 van den Hul, silver wire 
Goldrina Excel 549 MC 0 5mV N N 8 van den Hul l stylus 
Goldring Excel GS 599 MC 0.5mV N N 8 Gyger S, hand built 
Grado ZTE+ 1 27 MM y N Moving llux, high output 
Grado ZCE+ I 37 MM y N Moving flux 
Grado Z3E+1 47 MM y N Movina ltux 
Grado ZF1+ 82 MM y N Moving flux 
Grado Sionature 8MZ 250 MM y N Moving llux 
Grado Signature MCZ 375 MM y N Moving llux 
Grado Signature TLZ 650 MM y N Movinq flux 
Grado Sianature XTZ 975 MM y N Moving llux 
Kiseki Blue GS 499 MC 0 4mV N N 8 
Kiseki Purpleheart 749 MC 0.4mV N N 11 
Kiseki PHS 899 MC 0.4mV N N 8 
Kiseki Blackheart 1995 MC 0 3mV N N 11 
Kiseki Lapis Lazuli 5000 MC 0 4mV N N 8 Gemstone body 
Kaetsu Red T 1550 MC N N High-output MC 
Koetsu Red K Sio 1998 MC N N selected, re-tuned Red T 
Koetsu Unushi 2200 MC N N Metal alloy body 
Koetsu Signature 3218 MC N N Rosewood body 
Linn K5 54 MM 4 5mm y N 
Linn K9 109 MM 4 5rnm y N Metal body 
Linn Ki8111 197 MM 4 5mV y N Metal body 
Linn Klyde 449 MC 150uV N N Alloy body 
Linn Arkiv 998 MC 150uV N N Three point mt, machined body 
London Decca Maroon 199 MM 5 lmV N N 8 Original mounting 
London Oecca Gold 239 MM 5 0mV N N 8 Elliptical stylus 
London Decca Maroon Or 259 MM 5.0mV N N 10 Oeccapod mounting 
London Oecca Gold Opd 299 MM 5.0mV N N 5 Elliptical stylus, Oeccapod 
London Decca S Gold 339 MM 5.0mV N N 7 Ori inal mountinq 
London Oecca S Gold Op 399 MM 5.0mV N N ID Oeccapod mounting 
London Oecca Jubilee 999 MM 5.0mV N N 5 0.5 inch mountinq 
Lyra Lydian 649 MC y N 
Lyra Ctavis Oa Capo 995 MC Low N N 
Lyra Parnassus 1995 MC y N 
Milllek Aurora 299 MC 2 OmV N N 9.5 High output MC 

�!ffll!.l.t%·H;ttlfilttildJ1M@tifflfi;Jij.i@iJ·Iftl!itjti§dlirt!JfttiH@!.!,I 
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Key to cartridges. Fit· N for normal half inch mountings, 
Price- typical retail, to nearest T forT 4P plug in types. 

�����-MM- moving ma net (output 
Weight· in grams. 

typically tmV/cm/sec), �C- movin� r:�t�d'f� ���Pi
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coil (output t�ically o.tmV/cm/sec . 
Output- in m /cm/sec The Directory for full test results. 
lnt. stylus - Y for removable/replace-
able styli and N for fixed styli. 
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Milltek Olympia 399 MC 2 OmV N N 9.5 As Aurora, sapphire cantilever 
Nagaol<a MP-11 24 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Nagaol<a TS11 70 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Nagaoka TS 12 Boron 80 MM y N As MP -11 , with boron cantileve 
N'ham Tracer I 98 MM 
N'ham Tracer 11 175 MM 
N'ham Tracer Ill 350 MM 
N'ham Tracer IV 550 MM N 
Ortofon OMP-5E 16 MC y T 
Ortofon OM-5E 16 MM y N 
Ortofon OM3E!U 20 MM y With headshell 
Ortofon OM3EJU 20 �I M y N 
Ortolon OM3EJS 20 MM y With headshell 
Ortofon OM Pro S 21 MM y N Budget disco cartridge 
Ortofon OM1 0 Super 25 MM y N Elliptical st Ius 
Ortofon �hi Club 32 MM y N Spherical stylus 
Ortofon 510 32 MM y N 
Onofon Night Club 37 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Ortoton Ccncord Pro 40 MM y N For professional use 
Ortofon Concord NC 55 MM y N Prolessional, spherical stylus 
Ortofon 520P 55 MM y N 
Ortofon 520 55 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Ortofon OM20 Super 60 MM y N 
Ortofon MC1 Turbo 60 MC y N 
Ortofon Concord NC 60 MM y N Spherical version of Concord 
Ortofon OM30 Super 80 MM y N Fine line stylus 
Ortofon MC10 Super 85 MC N N 
Ortofon 530P 85 MM y T 
Ortofon 530 85 MM y N Elliptical stvlus 
Ortolon Quartz 110 MC N N High output MC cartridge 
Ortolon MC3 Turbo 110 MC N N 
Ortolon MC15 Super 11 110 MC N N 
Ortofon 540 110 MM y N 
Ortofon Quasar 350 MC N N Hi h-output elhptcal MC 
Ortofon MC200011 650 MC N N 
Ortofon MC300011 950 MC N N 'Replicant' stylus 
Ortofon MC5000 1500 MC N N Sapphire cantilever 
Ortofon MC7500 2000 MC N N 75th Anniversary model 
Pickerinq TE-15 20 MM y N Tracks 1.5gm 
Pickerm VE-15 25 MM y N Tracks 1 - 3gms 
PickermH 25 MM y r Elliptical 
Pickering V15-DJ 28 MM y N Disco model 
Pickering TL-E 35 MM y T 
Pickering XV15-350C 40 MM y N Ccnical stylus 
Pickerino TL-2E 45 MM y T 
PickermXV15-625E 50 MM y N 
Pickering XV15-150-0J 50 MM y N Prolessionat cartridge 
Pickering TL -2-S 55 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Pickering_ XV15-757S 60 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Pickering XV15·625DJ 60 MM y N Broadcast cartridge 
Pickering XV15-1800S 70 MM y N Line contact stylus 
Pickering TL3S 80 MM y T 
Pickering XEV-3001E 95 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Pickering_ Xl2 -3500 100 MM y N 
Pickering TL+S 100 MM y T 
Pickering TL-3003 145 MM y T 
Pickering XL2 -4500 150 MM y N Line contact 
Pickering TL-4004 175 MM y T 
Pickering_ XSV-5000U 200 MM y N High output 
Pickering Xl2-7500 200 MM y N H brid, low impedence 
Pickering Tl2-7500-S 200 MM y T 
Rega Bias 34 MM N 

�78 34 MM N tor 78rpm records 
Rega Super Bias 52 MM N 
Rega El s 74 MM N 
Roksan Ccrus Black 130 MM y N 
Roksan Shiraz 800 MC N N 
Shure ME708 18 MM 6mV y N Conical stylus 
Shure M92E 22 MM 5mV y Dual T 4P & normal fit 
Shure SC35C 28 MM 5rnV y N For broadcast use 
Shure M44C 33 MM 9mV y N Professional, spherical stylus 
Shure M44-7 33 MM 9mV y N Professional, spherical stylus 
Shure M44G 35 MM 6mV y N Professional, spherical stylus 
Shure ME95ED 38 MM 5mV y N Elliptical stylus 
Shure M55E 42 MM 6mV y N Professional, spherical stylus 
Shure M104E 44 MM 5mV y OuaiT 4P & normal lit 
Shure ME97HE 60 MM 4mV y N Hyper elliptical stylus 
Shure M 11 OHE 74 MM 4mV y Dual T 4P & normal fit 
Shure V15V ·MA 265 MM 3mV y N Micro ridoe stvtus 
Stanton 500EL 34 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Stanton 500AL 11 34 MM y N Spherical stylus 
Stanton 68DALIX 50 MM y N Spherical stylus 
Stanton 680ELIX 56 MM y N Elliptical stylus 
Stanton 890ALIX 82 MM y N Professional cartridge 
Sumiko Oyster 30 MM y N 

�ffi!i.btt.1Filtftlfilttii@Mt1tiffif!ij;.11JJI§·Iftlitfjtt;a&mtt§Htt@(.j·' 
Ortofnn Ouartz- 110 MC - N N - Hioh outout MC cartridge 
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Sumiko Black Pearl 50 

Sumiko Pearl 70 

Sumiko Blue Point 100 

Sumiko BPS 250 

Transfi uration AF-1 Mk I 1595 

Transfi uration Supreme 1995 

van den Hul MM-1 275 

van den Hul MM·2 325 

van den Hul DDT-11 675 

van den Hul MC-1 0 775 

van den Hul MC-One 975 

van den Hul MC-One/Hi 1100 

van den Hul MC-Two 1300 

van den Hul Grasshop r 112300 

van den Hul Grasshopper 11 2300 

van den Hul Grasshopper 11 2950 

van den Hul Grassho r 113200 

van den Hul Grasshop r 113200 

van den Hul Grasshopper 

Virtual Reali Aciore 

Virtual Reali Etile 

Virtual Reali Lexe 

Model 

Graham 1.5T 

Helius Orlon 3 S 1 Copper 

Helius Orlon 3 S 1 Silver 

Helius Orlon 3 52 Go per 

Helius Onon 3 52 Silver 

i Ref 

Linn Ekos 

Manticore Musician 

Manticore Ma ician1 

Manticore Ma ician2 

Moth Arm 

Moth Mk Ill 

NaimARO 

N'ham S ce 

N'ham Mentor 

N'ham Alien 

Re a RB250 

Re a R8300 

Roksan T abriz Zl 

Roksan Artemiz 

SME Series IllS 

SME 3009 Ser !limp 

SME 3009 52 Ser !limp 

SME Series Ill 

SME Senes 11 3009-R 

SME Series 11 301 0-R 

SME Series 113012-R 

SME Series 300-309 

SME Series 300-310 

SME Series 300-312 
SME Series IV 

SME Series V 

Townshend Excalibur 

Wheat on T ri-Pianar 4 

Wheaton Tri-Pianar 4C 

Wilson Benesch ACT1 

Zeta 

Zeta 

SME Series V 

113500 

199 

299 

899 

� 
g· 

8000 

10000 

286 

370 

490 

550 

1999 

49 

99 

1400 

2550 

395 

515 

575 

695 

1395 

600 

1000 

209 

1297 

395 

695 

795 

95 

146 

794 

350 

750 

1200 

95 

139 

330 

690 

230 

255 

278 

320 

424 

434 

466 

568 

581 

661 

827 

1424 

799 

2750 

3000 

975 

469 

555 

1232 

Key to tonearms 
Price- typical retail to the nearest 

����� F- fixed armtube/headshell, A 
·Interchangeable armtube, H ·inter
changeable headshell. 
Base type- 5- SME fit, L
Linn/Alphason fit, P- proprietary fit. 
Effective length- from pivot point to 
headshelt in millimetres. 

Weight range- the range of cartridge 
masses that the arm can accept in 

��e�i�l -characteristics of the arm. 
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The Directory for full test results. 
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MM 

MM 

MC Hi h output MC 

MC 

MC 230uV 

MC 200uV 

MM 

MM 

MC Silver coils 

MC Silver coils 

MC Selected version of MC-1 0 

MC High output vers1on of MC·I 0 

MC As MC-One/Hi, h1 her output 

MC 

MC 

MC 

MC 

MC 

MC 

MC N 

MC N 

ii\' 
:; 

� ... 
-g -g 

; 
a � 
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g 

" 

og Special 

Air-bearin 

Remote version of above 

229 3·20 

229 3 20 

229 3 20 

229 3-20 

212 5·1? 

212 5·12 Rewired version of U 

B1axial desi n 

SME base, unipivot 

254 

254 

254 81-metal tube 

254 Si-metal tube 

254 Silver wired. pivoted 

Effective mass 13 m 

Effective mass 12.5gm 

229 2-10 Stat1call balanced 

229 4-9 Dynamical! balanced 

230 

230 Polished armtube finish 

305 Polished armtube finish 

Rebad ed Re a RB250 

Rebad ed Re a RB300 

Unipivot 

Optional silver wirin , unipiv 

S1lver wirin , unipiv 

Graphite lube, unip1vot 

237 Scaled down RB300 

237 PIVOted arm 

'lntellligent' counterweight 

Fla ship arm 

A 233 0·12 Econom version of Series Ill 

F 231 3·7 Fixed headshell, low mass 

H s 231 3 8 Detachable headshell, medium m 

A s 233 0-13 Ultra-low mass for hi-complian 

s 233 0-28 Heavter version of Ser 11 S2 I 

239 0-25 Detachable headshell. 10 inch 

308 0-25 Detachable headsl1ell, 12 inch 

232 6-17 Ser V derivative with detach h 

238 6 17 10 inch (nom) version of 300-3 

308 5-14 12 inch (nom) version of 300-3 

233 5-16 

233 0 14 

220 3-'4 

Carbon-f1bre armtube, unipivot 

Pivoted 

Pivoted, vdH wired 

233 0·14 Fla ship model 

An invitation from Bill Wilson 

Cut the cost 
�your CD 
buJing by 
as much as 

50% 
Buy your CDs the easy way and save £££'s 

at the same time with Bill Wilson's 

Join the ultimate seNice for discriminating CD 
collectors who demand the greatest range and the 
widest choice of top quality CDs at lowest ever cost. 

l,OOO's of COs 
at give-away 
prices from 
Britain's totally 
reliable mail 
order service 
-established 
since 1961 

it's just part of the WSL CD service which includes ... 
• A unique I ibrary 'try before you buy' service. 
• The CD Index -the only book that tells you all you want 

to know about COs. 
If you want the kind of service no other CD club can offer 
you, contact me now for full details of the Wilson Stereo 
Library CD service- I'll reply personally and make you a 
very special offer of membership. 

OK Bill Wilson! Tell me about the WSL CD Service 
8 1 ;wd "'• be�fiO I ••• gel (,.m ;I, lncJ..!ing the • 

New CD Warehouse. Without obligation 

�� 
(I enclose two first class stamps for speedy reply). z ,:\: � 
Name: ______________ __ 

Address: Jfi\,: 

-----&mm 
Postcode: Est. 1961 

To: Bill Wilson Wilson Stereo Library PO Box 32 
§.. St. leonards-on-Sea East Sussex TN38 OUZ 

Telephone: (0424) 718254 Fax: (0424) 718262 



45 HIGH ST, HOUNSLOW, MIDDX 
IIDUiiiS_CCLUCE m (081) 569 5802 

MUSICAL IMAGES 
18 MONMOUTH STREET 

COVENT GARDEN 

LONDON WC2H 9HB 

TEL: (071) 497 1346 

1 FAX: (071) 497 9205 
CENTRAL 
LONDON 

M���� ,:�.���U<; ffiO

IIJBJ nn/ :���r::�:s���IAL 
·�"� � . . ' ·' MAIN AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR: 

MICROMEGA 
MISSION 

MITSUBISHI 
MONITOR AUDIO 

MONSTER 
MORDAUNT-SHORT 

NAO 
NAKAMICHI 
NINTENDO 

0RELLE 
0RTOFON 

PANASONIC 
PHI LIPS 

PINK TRIANGLE 
PIONEER 

POLK 
PROjECT TURNTABLE 

QED 
QUAD 

RH 
ROGERS 
ROKSAN 

ROT EL 

ALCHEMIST (KRAKEN) 
ALPHASON 
ARCAM 
AUDIO ALCHEMY 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 
AUDIOQUEST 
AUDIO TECHNICA 
AURA 
B&W 
BANBRIDGE ACCESSORIES 
BANG & 0LUFSEN 
BEYER DYNAMIC 
BOSE 
BOSTON 
CABLE TALK 
CANON 
CASTLE 
COr SoFTWARE 
CELESTION 
CERWIN VEGA 
CHORD 
CYRUS (COVENT GARDEN) 
DPA 
DUAL 
fOSGATE 
GEMINI/KAM 
GOLDRING 
HARMAN KARDON 
HECO 
HEYBROOK 
INFINITY 
lxos 
)AMO 
JBL 
JPW 
JVC 
KEF 
KENWOOD 
LASER Orscs 
MACINTOSH 
MARANTZ 
MA X ELL 
MICHELL 

INTEREST 
FREE CREDIT 

m (071) 497 1346 

1. Decide what you want to buy 
2. Decide what you want to pay 
per month 
3. Ask if it can be done on 

0% APR INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

FROM ANYWHERE IN UK 

SYSTEM 
1010 

Award Winning CD Player 
Receiver, CD 
Cassette Deck 

CLAIM FREE MONSTER INTERCONNECT
INTERLINK 400 

NOT WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

l�n·:;i�J 
HONIE 
CINEMA 
SPECIALISTS 

INSTALLATION 

SERVICE AVAIABLE 

***** What HiFi 

RovD 
RUARK 

5COTCH/3M 
SEGA 

SENNHEISER • 

SHURE 
SME 

SONY 
SOUND STYLE 

SPENDOR 
STAX 

SYSTEMDEK 
T ANNOY PRESTIGE 

TARGET 
TEAC 

TECHNICS 
TDK 

THORENS 
TOSHIBA 

VAN DEN HUL 
WHARFEDALE 

YAMAHA 
AND MANY MORE 

E. & O.E. 



The 

The original and best review based hi-fi guide 

This is the legendary Directory, 

the second part of the Hi-Fi 

Choice Buyer's Guide, based 

entirely on comprehensive 

technical and subjective reviews. 

Each entry carries the weight of 

our exhaustive test procedures 

and should be read in 

conjunction with the prices and 

specifications given in our index 

starting on page111 . 

T 
he Hi-Fi Owice Directory was 

conceived as a reference 

guide to all the audio 

products reviewed by Owice that 

are currently available. TI1e 

products are split into 

categories, each with its OWll 

introduction containing 

information about the product 

type and its applications. TI1ey 

are particularly relevant to the 

uninitiated first time buyer and 

help sort out the order of 

priorities when buying a piece of 

equipment. 

Each product along with its 

current retail price is placed in 

its respective categmy in 

alphabetical order. The prices of 

the products are updated on a 

regular basis, although it should 

be noted that our value ratings 

are based on the product's price 

at the time of review. 

Sound quality 

This column contains the ratings 

for the standard achieved in our 

listening tests. TI1e sound quality 

ratings range from Poor to 

Excellent. Their meaning and 

order are as follows: 

Gooo+ 

VERY GOOD 

EXCELLENT 

With P being the worst and E the 

best rating within a section. 

One important point to 

remember is that these cannot 

be used to compare products 

from different categories. For 

example, a cassette deck rated 

Excellent in sound quality will 

not usually offer the same 

How to use this guide 
Perhaps the most influential symbols in the Directory are the little red 
triangles .A. found in the value column at the beginning of each entry where 
appropriate. 

Products that make the grade are awarded the Best Buy or Recommended 
accolade . 
.A. .A. A product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is of excellent quality and 
good value for money in its price category. 
A Recommended products are runners up, but still definitely worth 
considering within their price bands. 

Please note however, that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 
always sound better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

An ideal situation would be to choose suitably priced .A. .A. Best Buy or 
.A. Recommended products from relevant categories and create a Best Buy 
system. However, due to the variety in tonal balance that exists in many 
audio products, and differences in taste, system building is unfortunately not 
that simple. These ratings make a useful guideline for shortlisting 
components, but only experiencing the actual combination will tell you 
whether it works for you. 

Finding that component 
Before you shop, follow our top eight tips for better buying: 
1. Check out the components' recommended retail prices in the Directory. 
2. Find out as much as you can about the products you want by reading Hi-Fi 
Choice's reviews and lab tests. 
3. Visit local dealers that stock some of the brands you want to hear and try to 
find one that seems sympathetic to your needs. 
4· Don't discount a dealer's suggestions just because the products don't have 
rave reviews. 
5· Take your own software (records, COs, tapes) along for a demonstration of 
the equipment that the dealer recommends. 
6. Listen at the sort of volume you would normally use at home - systems 
often sound more impressive when played loud. 
1· lf you are unsure about something or want to hear an alternative, just ask. 
8. Audition a system for a reasonable amount of time, say three quarters of an 
hour or so, before making a decision. 

standard of fidelity as a similarly 

rated turntable or CD player. 

Unless you have first generation 

masters of course. 

Comments 

TI1e Comments column contains 

a potted summary based on the 

original review, emphasising the 

salient points of a product's 

character and sonic 

performance. TI1e space available 

doesn't allow for great detail but 

we have attempted to put across 

the essence of the review. 

Obviously, important 

information on compatibility or 

auxiliary equi pm en t used in the 

test cannot be included, and we 

would advise you to refer to the 

original review for this. 

Please note that these 

comments are those of our own 

reviewers and not, as is the case 

with some magazines, those of 

the manufacturer. 

Features 

Product features are shown with 

a combination of figures and 

blob charts, with headings at the 

top of each column indicating 

the appropriate categmy, a blob 

indicating the existence of a 

particular feature. 

There are different headings 

for each section and the more 

complicated categories are 

explained in the individual 

introductions. Where figures 

are used the unit of 

measurement is shown in the 

heading. 

Back issues 

TI1e final column refers to the 

issue of Hi-Fi Choice which 

featured the complete review. 

Index 
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The new Audio/ab 8000CDM Compact Disc Transport 

The Audiolab p1·oduct range: 

SOOOA Integrated Amplifier 

SOOOC Pre-amplifier 

SOOOPPA Phono Pre-amplifier 

SOOOP Stereo Power Amplifier 

SOOOT FM/ AM Tuner 

SOOOM Monobloc Power Amplifier 

SOOODAC Digital-analogue Convertor 

SOOOCDM Compact Disc Transport 

1EAUDIOLAB 

Cambridge Systems Technology Limited, Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE 18 6XY. Tel 0480 52521 



Amplifiers 

T
he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, 
processing the outputs from all the various 

music sources as necessary and then driving 
the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) 
functions are integrated into a single box at the low
to-middle price points; separated pre- and power 
amplifiers, even separate power supplies, become 
increasingly common as one moves upmarket. 

There is a substantial difference between 
specialist (sound quality oriented) amplifiers and 
the consumer electronics style models. The former 
are bleakly simple, avoiding all unnecessary 
features to provide the most direct signal path in 
the interests of sound quality. The latter range 

THE DIRECTORY 

from models with basic tone controls to those with 
remote control Oncluding volume), surround sound 
options etc. 

We include our measured power output (RMS, 
8ohm load, 1 channel driven)- but again, 
paradoxically, this doesn't necessarily correspond 
to the loudness capability of the amplifier, which 
has as much to do with the elegance of the 
overload characteristics within a given system 
(valve amplifiers invariably sound more powerful 
than their rating would suggest). 

Apart from output the facilities listing shows 

how many line (that is inputs besides those for 
phono cartridges) inputs a product has and 

includes tape inputs. The MM and MC blobs 
indicate which types of cartridge can be 
accomodated. Integrated, preamp and power amp 
indicate the type of amplifier and in some 
instances that a pre/power combination has been 
tested. In such instances the price given is for both 
components. The remote control and head phone 
socket blobs indicate the existence of these 
facilities. 

An increasing number of amplifiers are 
supplied without RIM disc stages, or with the 
ph ono stage as an optional extra. If you use a 
turntable, make sure that it has a MM or MC stage 
to suit your cartridge. 

Amplifiers 
Product £Price Comments 

,6 Albarry AP4/S508 850 A- A disappointing sound from a pre/power amp that's hamstrung by a variety of technical oversights. Albarry has done better. 

,6 Albarry PP1 430 G+ Available with or without various MM/MC options, the 'basic' PPt has an attractively warm, earthy sound. 

Alchemist Kraken 310 A Class-A objet d'art that's far too sensitive to RF interference. Can sound cold and fierce as a result. 

.6 Alchemist Kraken APD7 /APD8 775 G A quirky Class A number with an equally warm and colourful sound. Hardly accurate but entertaining nonetheless. 

AMCCVT3030 529 A A well meaning and affordable attempt to mix transistors with valves. albeit one that only really sh1nes with simple musical styles. 

Arcam Alpha 5 230 A+ A pared-down version of the Alpha 6 that suffers little penalty in power but a significant forfeit in sound quality. 

.6 Arcam Alpha 6 300 VG A new MOSFET design with a subtle and melodic sound that takes a conservative view of powerful dynamics 

.6 Arcam Delta 11 OS/120.2 t070 VG Now 1n mkll guise this established combination has matured into a very articulate, powerful if dry-sounding amplifier. 

.6 Arcam Delta 290 450 VG Combines the dryness and restraint of Arcam's older models with a refreshing sense of detail, dynamics and musical colour. 

.6 Art Audio Quintet 1156 VG Switchable triode/ultralinear output stage. In triode mode these are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 

Audio Innovations Series 200 850 G Turns in a fuller and more substantial performance via MM rather than CD. Otherwise its sound can seem slightly bleached. 

.6 Audio Innovations Series 30011 500 G+ Under-powered and over-distorted yet capable of realising an open and captivatingly expressive sound. Sensitive speakers are a must 

.6 Audio Innovations Classic 25 699 G+ Warm. cuddly and immensely mus1cal kit amp that almost transcends 'hi-fi' with its sheer listenability 

.6 Audio Innovations Series 700 999 G+ Valve amp that can turn the roughest of digital sounds into music. both understated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must 

.6 Audio Note Oto SE t500 VG Transparent, very dynamic, excellent clarity and subtlety with limited power make for a very clean sounding amp 

.6 Audio Note Ongaku 43125 E A s1ngle ended, zero negative feedback, triode, line level integrated amp and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world' 

.6 Audiogram MB1 500 G+ It'll successfully tackle the most difficult of speakers and still prov1de a very warm, rich and euphonic sound. 

.6 Audiolab 8000A 450 VG Recent updates have maintained its competitiveness with a thoroughly refined, consistent and very disciplined sound. 

Audiolab 8000C/8000P 1100 G Very distinctive, almost stark neutrality that will not appeal to all listeners. Good value engineering, nevertheless 

.6 Aura VA-t 00 Evolution 300 G+ Might overheat when driving insensitive. low-impedance speakers but was applauded for its sense of scale and drama via CD 

.6 Beard Audio CA35/P35mkll 2390 VG Good build quality and finish and a characteristic valve sound make a first class amplifier capable of great musical enjoyment 

Beard CA506 t695 G+ A versatile valve preamp, the bass sounded lively if a touch softened, while the treble was detailed but lacked a little sparkle 

.6 Conrad-Johnson PV-1 OA t250 E Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono stage; classy build quality too. 

.6 Conrad-Johnson Premier 7 t1000 E The 'Seven is designed without corn promise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 

Creek 4240 249 G- Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical re-think 1s very much more successful via MM than CD. 

.6 Denon PMA-250111 160 A- Pretty high resolution for the price, occasionally looses its grip but is generally engaging.and enjoyable 

... Denon PMA-35011 220 G+ In-depth modifications have brought the original PMA-350 out of its shell with a powerful, up-front and compelling performance. 

.6.6 Denon PMA-450 250 G+ Denon's latest integrated amp swept the board with its big, brassy if somewhat extravagant sound. 

,6 DPA Digital DSP-200S/DPA-200S 1245 E The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound of this combination belies its modest power rating. 

,6 EAR 802/509mkll 4200 VG Extremely well made and combining the sonic strengths of both transistors and valves this EAR combo warrants attention 

EMF Audio Sequel 349 G+ A fresh start for Mike Creek has resulted in the Sequel, a minimalist amp with a very refined but mildly restrained sound 

Exposure XX 625 A Line only integrated with good sense of timing but limited hf extension. Likely to be very system dependent. 

.6 Harman Kardon HKt400 400 G+ HK's first line-only amplifier exudes a relaxed but confident sound that is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 

.6 Harman Kardon HK6250 280 G+ Heavily based on the cheaper HK6150, th1s version offers slightly more power with a similarly gutsy and expressive sound 

Harman Kardon HK6550 430 A· Follow up to 6500 is disappointing with grainy hf and limited depth. Quite powerful but ultimately not up to the mark 

Harman Kardon HK6850 900 G This monster is derived from the HK6800 with a similarly deep and powerful sound but a rather steep price tag 

.6 Jadis JP30/ JA30 12204 E French tubes. Beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightlul sounding m1drange transcend limitations at frequency extremes 

JVC AX-R562 250 A- More fuss and bluster than detail and dynamics was how one listener concisely described this less than wonderful model 

46 tt6 

48 t04 

54 116 

49 124 

35 116 

60 . 134 

68 . 129 

109 . t24 

99 . t16 

15/25 t09 

10 109 

97 

24 126 

24 1t6 

9.5 3 t26 

27 6 Col 

46 . 116 

80 . 129 

157 97 

81 . 109 

35 63 

50 

78 

Col 

49 . 134 

55 . 121 

89 . 134 

99 5 . 116 

48 124 

100 63 

47 . 109 

43 121 

52 129 

51 . 116 

69 . 121 

101 6 . 109 

30 60 

90 . 121 

,6 JVC AX-Z10t0 650 G+ One of the best behemoths: a big amp with a big, boppy and unmuddled sound and a couple of ancient 16-bit DACs for good measure' 124 . 109 

.6 .6 Ken wood KA-3020 170 G+ An unassuming little amplifier that turns 1n a remarkably balanced and entertaining sound. Lively, detailed and engaging 66 97 

Kenwood KA-3020SE 230 G+ A lower -powered but more load tolerant version of the KA-3020 with an up-beat yet very comfortable and generous sound. 39 5 . 134 

Kenwood KA-4050R 280 A· Respectable but ultimately uninspiring model whose remote control is its main asset. 85 5 . t21 

Kenwood KA-5050R 350 A A listenable but neither particularly communicative or captivating amplifier that puts features ahead of sound. 103 6 . 129 

.6 Lecson Quattra 420 G Underpowered but with the flexibility of four independent power amps. Very deep, captivating sound with 3D soundstaging. 40 92 

Linn Majik-1 593 A The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-li system has many innovations to its credit but its sound is vague and confused. 33 . 129 

.. Magnum Class A 599 G+ Lashings of rich and compelling music, trading a hint of lushness for stark accuracy. An unexpected find. Phono stage option 55 116 

Magnum Quartet 329 A· An integrated model that incorporates lour rnonobloks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble. 72 . 121 

Marantz PM-44SEmkll 200 A· Two generations on from the PM-40SE, Marantz' latest £200 contender provides a disappointingly grey view of music. 56 . 134 
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Amplifiers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

THE DIRECTORY 

.A. Marantz PM-52SE 300 G+ The SE premium pays for a degree of fluency that draws you into the music and keeps you there. Rather nice 95 . 121 

Marantz PM-80mkll 480 G- Less the revision and more an entirely new amp, this model sounds at its sweetest and most agreeable in the 31W Class A setting. 130 . 129 

.A. Moth Series 30 

.A. Musical Fidelity Preampff yphoon 

.A. .A. NAD 302 

.A. .A. NAD 304 

NAO 1 OOOS/208 

.A. Nakamichi IA-3 

.A. NVA AP-20 

Onix OA-21 S/SOAP 

.A. Philips FA-930 

.A. Pioneer A-303R 

Pioneer A-300X 

.A. .A. Pioneer A-400 

.A..A. Pioneer A-400X 

.A. QED A270CO/PA 

.A. QED C300/P300 

Quad 34 

Quad 66/606 

Rational Audio 

Rega Elex 

.A. Rose RV-23 

.A. .A. Rote! RA-930BX 

.A. Rote! RA-935BX 

Rote! RC-980BX/RB-9SOBX 

.A. .A. Sansui AUX-417R 

Sherwood AJ-221 0 

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 

Sugden A21a 

Technics SU-A800mk2 

Woodside ISA230 

Woodside SC26/STA35 

YBA lntegre 

.A. YBA 1 pre/power amp 

.A. YBA 2 prelpower amp 

YBA 3 pre/power amp 

587 G+ A modular system capable of crack1ng results. The passive preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best Buy m their own right 35 109 

568 G+ A combination that plays everything close to its chest but bridge the power amp and you'll witness an explosion of detail. 62 116 

170 G+ A spritely and upliffing performance. Sounds loud but never intrusive or fatiguing. 39 . 116 

230 G+ Equally effective with CD and v1nyl this is another successful and entertaining NAD amplifier for your shortlist 50 . 121 

1120 A+ One of the beefiest amplifiers we've ever tested. Unfortunately 1t sounds too restrained and lightweight. 314 . 124 

350 G A m1nimalist outing tor the cassette heroes that's very confident if a tad restrained. 62 . 121 

340 G+ Utilitarian amplifier sounds gentle and restrained but is euphonic and utterly engaging. Optional phono stage 35 109 

730 G- Vra MM disc this amp comes alive with a fresh and vibrant sound though its CD input sounds utterly dead by comparison 60 97 

200 A+ Radical styling hides a digital switching facility plus full remote control over what is Philips' best effort to date 99 . 109 

200 G A remote-controlled amp with a surprisingly fresh and uncomplicated sound that bests much of its audiophile competition 56 . 134 

230 A+ Thrs revamped version of the A-300 was also more confident sounding via CD than MM, yet our panel were still left unmoved. 55 116 

280 VG Pioneer's design concept snaps into focus with an amp that seems to bubble with musical detaiL A budget bench-mark 71 92 

300 VG Th1s looks like the established A-400 but uses new circuitry to encourage a gentler if no less enthralling sound . 68 129 

370 G+ Recent updates have bolstered the output of the A270 wrthout adding to its colorations. The PA phono option is a touch expens1ve 61 97 

630 G A cost-effective combo, limited in its resolution but less beguiling as a result. Disc stage is sweeter but samey 58 85 

398 A Well-built durable preamp, filtenng and above average tone controls but was found lacking in sound quality (viz: detail/dynamics) 44 

1553 G Amplifiers with a classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soff and undynamic sound. 138 124 

175 A+ Wacky Czechoslovakian amp offers a very open and fluid sound via CD but its MM performance depends on cartridge load impedance. 129 92 

359 A Minimalist amplifier that sounds too forward, hard and unforg1vrng for rts own good. Shows plenty of promise, however. 51 116 

450 G+ Beautifully built British 'hybrid' You can spend more to get a more transparent sound but it's hard to criticise at the price 77 

200 VG A gilded version of the classic RA-930AX with a dark and luxurious sound that's reminiscent of Rotel's heyday. 50 . 134 

225 G A line only winner that lets a lot of music through and never lets things get out of hand. Could be a touch more enthusiastic 58 121 

800 A Plenty of watts per pound, sound is expansive but lacks a sense of poise, of control and fine detail - a disappointment 143 . 109 

280 G+ Unusually clean and precise with more subtlety than is usually attributed to remote control amps. 53 . 121 

80 p Lightweight in all respects this is better than you'd find on a midi and at least its reasonably painless 47 . 121 

1500 G+ Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent d11ect input and more features than average 54 126 

469 G The modern-day relative of Sugden's original Class A amp and one that offers a smooth, easy-going sound. 25 92 

350 A A qu1ck audition might convince you the '800mk2 is something special, but longer term listen1ng shows it's little but bluff. 79 . 134 

900 A Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier if one that lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound 27 116 

3254 G+ Synergistic pairing with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More about po1se than grunt 35 100 

1 t99 G+ Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 57 . 121 

8000 E Well finished pre/power amp offers front rank stereo staging and transparency, and is capable of driving the most difficult loads 85 62 

3849 G+ Superbly finished with very good space and transparency, slightly sottened bass. Needs transformer for MC cartridges 

2449 G This duo produced see-through, ethereal stereo images that were more convincing towards the centre of the soundstage 

AV amplifiers 

I 
n practice an A/V amplifier provides all the 

standard CD, tuner, tape, aux and phono inputs 

offered by a standard stereo amplifier. In 

addition many also incorporate an AM/FM tuner 

section, making them A/V receivers. 

More importantly a modern A/V amplifier 

includes a Dolby Pro Logic decoding chip along 

with extra circuitry to effect the rear channel delay. 

Naturally there's at least four channel's worth of 

amplification under the bonnet to feed the five 

loudspeaker outputs (Front L and R, Centre and 

Rear mono L+R). 

Some A/V amps offer other surround modes 

like simulated stereo, Hall surround (L+R is fed to 

the rear) and Matrix surround (L-R is fed to the 

rear). Others use an element of Digital Signal 

Processing (DSP) to steer the Dolby Pro-Logic or 

permit a variable rear channel delay. Some also 

include DSP options like Jazz, Church, Hall and 

Stadium modes which use different delay and 

steering levels to generate different "sound fields'. 

From left to right the headings below indicate 

70 56 

56 72 

how many watts per channel each amp has for its 

front, centre and surround outputs. 

Surround modes indicates how many different 

surround effects are available and includes DSP. 

The audio inputs are for both hi-fi and AV 

components. 5-type and phono video inputs are 

for VCRs, Laserdisc players and CTVs, 5-type being 

the better of the two . 

Subwoofer outputs are of the phono socket variety 

for active subs, and AM/FM tuner denotes if the 

unit is effectively a receiver. 

AV amplifiers 
Product £Price Comments 

Denon AVC-3530 999 VG A true heavyweight with a nchly detailed sound and flexible features to match 

Harman Kardon AVR30 999 G+ Limited surround options are offset by a very secure sound with excellent control over effects. 

Kenwood KA-V8500 699 G- Can sound a tad forced and immediate but is remarkably well-equipped with digital soundfield options. 

Marantz PM-700AV 450 A+ Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround IS very weak. 

Philips FR940 450 A- Perhaps as a result of the mismatch between fronVcentre channels, the FR940 proved a great disappointment on dem. 

Pioneer VSA-D802S 600 A· The disappointingly grey sound lacks attack and confidence, undermining the tension of movie soundtracks. 

Yamaha DSP-A2070 1100 G+ The ultimate in AN flexibility with full manual control over ever conceivable soundfield. 
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75 30 10 0 . 125 

63 37 10 11 125 
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99 35 24 10 6 6 125 



C
ables are not accessories but an integral part 
of your system. You can make do without 

accessories but no conventional system will 
function without cables. Inevitably some cables are 

greater than others. The best cable for your system 

will only be found through trial and error, but 

hopefully by combining our recommendations with 

those of a dealer you will end up with something 

that suits both your pocket and your system. 

Generally speaking budget to spend about ten per 

cent of the total system cost on cables. 

Analogue interconnects are the leads that 

THE DIRECTORY 

connect source components to amplifiers and pre 
to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one metre terminated pair. Symmetrical 

indicates where a twisted pair of conductors are 

used. 

Coaxial means that there is a central 'hot' 

conductor and a shield that carries the negative 

signal. Stranded cables have multiple strands and 

solid core use individually insulated strand(s). 

Copper and silver indicates whether these metals 

are used as conductors. 

Digital interconnects connect CD transports to 

DACs, and are traditionally coaxial with a 750hm 
impedance. They come in optical and electrical 

varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass 

and the latter in coaxial or alternative 

configurations. The prices shown are for a 

terminated linear metre 

Speaker cables are used between the amplifier 

and speaker. Our prices are for a terminated 

smetre pair. Resistance and capacitance are 

indicated as low (L), medium (M) or high (H). 

Neither high resistance nor high capacitance cables 

are suitable for long runs. 

Analogue interconnects 
Product £Price Comments 

Audio Note AN-A 

Audioquest Ruby Hyperlitz 

.A. Audioquest Lapis Hyperlitz 

Audio Technica AT620 

Chord Chameleon 

.A. Chord Solid 

.A. Cogan·Hall lntermezzo Ref 

Cogan Hall Intermezzo E·M 

.A. .A. DNM Interconnect 

Goldring ·studio Quality' 

.A. lsoda Electric HA-08-PSR 

.A. Madrigal HPC 

Magnan Type Vi 

.A. Monster lnterlink 500 

.A. Moth Ley Line Black 

Moth Ley Line Grey 

.A. Panasonic RP-CA91 0 

29.50 A- A well-rounded and cuddly sound from a high-ish resistance interconnect. Lacks a sense of scale and dynamics 

70 A+ A cnsp, fast and articulate-sounding cable if one that's a little too pointed for our listeners 

329 E An expensive cable that justifies rts tag with a beautifully poised sound - natural, relaxed and very compatible. 

28 A Plenty of cable for the money but its pertormance is distinctly lightweight, lacking depth and subtlety 

59 A+ An unpredictable cable with an ·anomalous treble' that can sound harsh one moment and oddly recessed the next' 

t 15 VG What looks like a military RF cable actually provides a slightly forward but incisive and intimately detailed pertormance 

185 E A user -hostile cable with a tight, convincing bass allied to a very relaxed and involving mid/treble. 

320 G+ This bigger. thicker and thoroughly unwieldy 3-core version of the Intermezzo Reference actually sounds a little coarser 

40 VG Fresh, transparent and packed full of detail, this slither ol a cable scored a direct hit with our listeners 

20 A- A bog-standard OFC coaxial cable that mrght otherwise be given away with a new amp or CD player. Cheap but nothing special. 

199 G+ This odd-ball cables utilises a mix of copper, brass and aluminium strands to achieve a very distinct sound 

215 VG A very unusual cable design with a business-like approach to musrc-making that barely conceals its underlying 'fizz' 

595 A+ With a series resistance some 500-1000 times higher than average, the furry sound of the Type Vi will alter from system to system. 

60 G+ Plenty of hype to keep the marketing bandwagon rolling plus a lively and lucid balance to cheer up the enthusiast 

100 G+ The cheapest of Moth's Ley Line senes uses just two twisted conductors to achieve a very solid and confident sound. 

200 G+ The four twisted conductors of this cable actually mark a downturn in audio quality 

50 G This conventional coax employs plenty of hi-tech materials which encourage an even-handed balance. A good upgrade. 

.A. Silver Sounds 12/2 and 1213 99/150 VG Both these cables share a similarly open, transparent and dynamic sound though the latter is arguably the better integrated 

Sonic Link Yellow 

.A. Sonic Link Violet 

Straight Wire Laser Link 

Straight Wire LSI-Encore 

.A. Tara Labs Prism 

.A. .A. Tara Labs Quantum CD 

Tara Labs Quantum 11 

.A. van den Hul The Source 

van den Hul MC D-1 02mklll S 

60 A An interesting non-copper cable with an up-front sounded described as 'heavy-handed and pushy' 

99 G+ Another nickel-based cable but with a very much better -balanced sound than Sonic Link Yellow 

50 A+ Thanks to its high parallel capacitance this interconnect helps remove ultrasonic noise. Unfortunately it still sounds very odd' 

90 A+ A solid-sounding cable with a strong mrd and bass but a disappointingly sat-upon treble 

36 G 6N-purity copper, aero-grade insulatron and spaced solid-core conductors all add-up to a slightly bright but frisky sound 

63 G+ Praised by our panel for its lack of obvious vices, Quantum CD encourages a sweet and positive sound. 

99 G Bass power and extension is the key to the sound of this unusual and hi-tech cable 

70 G+ Accurately reflects the lile of the music wrthout detail forcibly from the speakers 

80 A+ A rather coloured sound thanks to its full and resonant bass but spoiled overall by a dirty treble 

Tel: 081 348 5676 (2. 00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 081 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, MIT, Siltech, Symo, 

. .. the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. .. for YOUR ears 

Transparent, Van den H ul, WBT and other s . 

Contact us by phone, fax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

108 

Hi-Fi Choice ovember 1994 143 



For a musical experience try our fidelity 

350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 lEA 
Tel (071) 402 2100 Fax (071) 724 7750 

PRICE PLEDGE 
WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 

AUTHORISED DEALER ADVERTISED PRICE 

AMPLIFIERS 
AUDIO INNOVATIONS 

Alto .£329.90 

.. £29 9.90 

.£9 9 9.00 

L1 . 

Series 500 

AURA 

VA50 

VA100 .. 

VA100 C 

DEN ON 

PMA250111 . 

PMA35011 

PMA450 . 

PMA450 SE . 

PMA480 R  . 

HARMAN KARDON 

HK6150 

HK6350 R 

HK65 50 

HK1200 

HK1400 

KENWOOD 

KA10 30 

KA30 20 SE 

KA40 40 

KA50 50 

MARANTZ 

PM63 

PM 5 3  

PM44SE 11 

NAKAMICHI 

IA1 

IA2 

IA3 

PIONEER 

A20 3 

A300 X 

A400 .. 

A400 X 

ROT EL 

RA9 80BX 

RB9 60BX 

RC9 80BX 

RB9 80BX 

SONY 

TAF211B 

TAF242B. 

TAFG442B 

TAF5 42B 

TECHNICS 

SUA600 

SUA700 

SUA800 11 . 

SUA900 11 

SUVX9 20 

YAMAHA 

AX470 

AX5 70 

AX380 

.£249.90 

. £29 9.90 

... £349.90 

.£15 9.90 

.... £219.90 

.£249.90 

.£249.90 

. £219.90 

.£169.90 

. .£39 9.90 

.£429.90 

. . . . £239.90 

.£39 9.90 

.£129.90 

.... £19 9.90 

...... £249.90 

.... £349.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£249.90 

.£189.90 

.. £749.90 

.. £5 9 9.90 

.£349.90 

... £149.90 

.... £229.90 

.£279.90 

..... £29 9.90 

.. £39 9.90 

.. £210.00 

.£325.00 

.£425.00 

.£149.90 

.£179.90 

.£249.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£19 9.90 

... £249.90 

.£329.90 

.£39 9.90 

..... £39 4.90 

.. £239.90 

.£289.90 

.£19 9.90 

TUNERS 
AURA 

TU 50 

DE NON 

TU260 L  

TU380 RD 

TU5 80 RD 

.£29 9.90 

.£119.90 

.. £189.90 

.£219.90 

HARMAN KARDON 

TU9 200 
TU9 400 

MARANTZ 

ST5 3 

ST63 

PIONEER 

F20 2L . 

F40 1  RDS 

.£219.90 
.......... £29 9.90 

.£169.90 

.£19 9.90 

... £129.90 

....... £179.90 

*FREE DELIVERY 

THROUGHOUT UK 
MAINLAND 

ABOVE £250.00 

F676 

F5 50 RDS 

ROTEL 

RT79 30 AX 

RT9 50BX 

RTC9 50 AX 

SONY 

STS211 LB . 

STS311 LB . 

STS50 5 ES . 

TECHNICS 

ST4350 . 

STG5 50 

STG650 

YAMAHA 

TX350 L. 

TX470 . 

TX5 50 . 

.£19 9.90 

.£229.90 �-T_U_R_N_T_A _B _L _E _S __ �I I LOUDSPEAKERS 
.. £15 9.90 

.. £19 9.90 

. . £419.90 

.... £129.90 

..... £19 9.90 

... .£249.90 

. .£139.90 

. .£189.90 

.... £229.90 

.£129.90 

.£15 9.90 

.. £149.90 

ALPHASON 

Solo 

Sonata 

TECHNICS 

SLBD20 

SLBD22 

SLDD83 

SLQD33 

SL1210MII . 

THORENS 

TD180 

TD166 VI 

TD166 VI REGA 

TD280 

.. £439.90 

.... £75 9.90 

... £129.70 

. £149.90 

..... £15 9.90 

.£19 9.90 

. £39 9.90 

.. £179.90 

.... £264.90 

. . £29 9.90 

.£19 9.90 

I CASSETTE DECKS I I CD PLAYERS 
DEN ON 

ADF410 

ADF810 

.£9 9.90 

.£229.90 

DCD615 

DCD1290 

.. £179.90 

.£329.90 

CLEARANCE BARGAINS 
ARC AM 

ALPHA 3 

BB1 

MUSICAL FIDELITY HEYBROOK 

SOLO .£150.00 

.£185.00 

..... £215.00 

.£260.00 

.... £19 5.00 

.... £110.00 

MA50 ... £725.00 
POINT 7 

INFINITY 

R20 

.£130.00 

.£120.00 

BB2 .  

BB3 .  

ALPHA 2+ 

ARCAM 3 

A 120 .£420.00 

A1 .£270.00 
R40 . 

. .£215.00 

.£320.00 

.£220.00 C02 ......... £290.00 300 1  

NORMAL CLEARANCE 

SNELL PRICE 

TYPE K . .£49 9.90 

TYPE J .. £769.90 

ROT EL 

RA9 20 AX .. £149.90 

RA9 30 AX ... £169.90 

PRICE 

.£350.00 

.£5 25.00 

.. £124.90 

.£129.90 

RA9 40BX ... £249.90 .£20 9.90 

RA9 60BX ... £29 9.90 ...... £25 4.90 

XK5 7000 

ADWX828 

ADWX9 29 . 

DEN ON 

.£5 49.90 

.. £19 9.90 

.£229.90 

DRM5 40 ...... £15 9.90 

DRS61 0 ..... £19 9.90 

DRS71 0 ...... £25 9.90 

DRS810 .£290.90 

DRW650 . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .  £19 9.90 

DRW760 .. £249.90 

KENWOOD 

KX30 50 

KXW40 60 

KXW80 60 

NAKAMICHI 

DR1 

DR2 

DR3 

RX20 2 

SONY 

TCF211 

TXK311 

TCK411 

TCK5 11 

TCK611 

TCW435 
TCWR5 35 . 

TCWR635 S. 

TECHNICS 

RSBX40 4 

RSBX646 

RSBX747 

RSTR5 15 

RSTR9 79 

YAMAHA 

.. £15 9.90 

.£169.90 

..... £25 9.90 

.£849.90 

.£5 9 9.90 

.. £39 9.90 

.. £5 9 9.90 

.... £9 9.90 

.£149.90 

...... £19 9.90 

. .£249.90 

... £29 9.90 

... £169.90 

.£19 9.90 

.£279.90 

.. £149.90 

... £179.90 

.... £236.90 

...... £269.90 

.. £35 9.90 

KX380 .. £169.90 

KX480 .. £19 9.90 

KX5 80 ........... £249.90 

KX260 • • . • • . • . . . . . . .£15 9.90 

KX360 ..... £19 9.90 

KX650 .£25 9.90 

KXW282 .£19 9.90 

KXW482 .£249.90 

KXW9 5 2  .. £49 9.90 

RCD9 45 AX .. £229.90 .£19 4.90 

RCD9 5 5 AX .. £279.90 .£234.90 

RA9 35BX ... £19 9.90 .... £167.90 

TANNOY 

670 11 

60 9 11 

613 11 

623 11 

DAJI 

.£219.90 

.£29 4.90 

... £5 9 9.90 

.. £179.90 

310 ........ £439.90 

DCD825 

HARMAN KARDON 

TL8600 

HD7225 

HD7325 

HD7425 

HD75 25 

KENWOOD 

DP70 50 

MARANTZ 

CD5 211 

CD72 

CD72SE 

PIONEER 

PD20 3 

PDS50 3 

PDS70 3  

PDS80 2 

ROT EL 

RCD9 65BX . 

RCD9 65BXD. 

RCD9 65 LE 

RCD9 65BXLED 

SONY 

.£179.90 

.. £249.90 

.£49 9.90 

. .£149.90 

.£290.00 

.£219.90 

.. £69 9.90 

........ £229.90 

.£29 9.90 

.£349.90 

... £449.90 

. . . £29 9.90 

.£19 9.90 

.. £449.90 

. £5 49.90 

. £15 9.90 

..... £19 9.90 

.£249.90 

... £349.90 

.. £29 9.90 

.£349.90 

..... £379.90 

..... £39 9.90 

CDP711 .......... . ... .£19 9.90 
... £49 9.90 CDPX303ES 

TECHNICS 

SLPG5 60 

SLPD867 

SLPD667 

SLPG440 

SLPS740 

SLPS840 

TEAC 

VRDS10 

.£179.90 

.... £19 9.90 

.£179.90 

.. £129.90 

.. £229.90 

.... £39 9.90 

.£769.90 

Mail Order: simple send your 
cheque together with your 

name and address, or phone 
your access or visa number 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY 

AEI . ... £763.75 

B&W 

200 1  

200 2  . 

DM600 . 

DM610 

DM620 . 

Solid 

Solid Team 

BOSTON 

.£119.90 

..... £15 9.90 

..... £179.90 

. .... £239.90 

..... £39 9.40 

. .... £229.90 

..... £129.90 

40 4V . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . .£9 9.90 

. .... £149.90 5 25 V  . 

CASTLE 

Warwick 

Chester . . . . . . . • . . . . . .  

CELESTION 

.£229.90 

.£5 9 9.90 

1 .. 

311 

511 

711 

CERWIN VEGA 

VS8 

VS10 

VS12 

DC10 

CD12 

..... £10 9.90 

.£129.90 

£169.90 

.. £219.90 

.. £249.90 

.£349.40 

.£5 49.90 

...... £5 49.90 

.. £649.90 

HARMAN KARDON 

LS0200 

LS0300 

LS0500 

INFINITY 

Ref 20 

Ref 30 

Ref 40 

Ref 50 

Ref 60 

JPW 

Sonata 

Ap3 

KEF 

K120 

K140 

010 

M90 

M100 

MISSION 

760 i 

760 Disc 

762i 

780 . 

781 

780 SE 

MONITOR AUDIO 

MiGold .. 

M9 -ll 

M14-ll . 

MA20 1 

MA20 2 

ROGERS 

LS2 A/2 

LS4 A/2 

LS6 A/2 

TANNOY 

PROFILE 631 

PROFILE 632 

PROFILE 633 

PROFILE 636 

PROFILE 637 

PROFILE 638 

625 ALF 

SUBSAT3 

TDL 

NFM 

RTL1 

RTL2 

RTL3 

.£129.90 

.£169.90 

... £25 9.90 

... £229.90 

.£329.90 

.£429.90 

.£5 49.90 

.. £749.90 

.£114.90 

.£224.90 

.. £169.90 

.. £239.90 

. '.£19 9.90 

. ... £249.90 

. .... £349.90 

...... £129.90 

..... £149.90 

...... £249.90 

. .£19 9.90 

... £249.90 

.... £239.90 

.£189.90 

.. £289.90 

.... £469.90 

.... £249.90 

... £39 9.90 

.£229.90 

.... £29 9.90 

......... £39 9.90 

.£149.90 

.£189.90 

.£319.90 

.£419.90 

.. £49 9.90 

.£5 9 9.90 

.£5 9 5.00 

.£39 9.90 

.£119.9 9 

.. £19 9.9 5 

.£29 9.9 5 

.£39 9.90 

FR EE £40 SPEAKER 

STANDS WITH ANY 

BOOKSHELF 

SPEAKER S WORTH 

£150 OR OVER 
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Digital interconnects 
Product £Price Comments 

.A. .A. Audioquest Video Z 

Audioquest Digital PRO 

Audioquest Optilink z 

Bandridge AL560 

Chord Codac 

.6..6. DPA Digi-link 

DPA Opti-link 

Kimber PSB Digilink 

Kimber KC-1 Digilink 

Kimber KC-AG Digilink 

.A. Kimber Opti-Link 

.A. Monster Cable Datalink 100 

.A. Monster Cable lnterlink LS 1 00 

Moth Leyline Datalink 

.A. .A. QED Digiflex 

Sonic Link Brown Digital 

Straight Wire Silver link 

.A. van den Hul MC Videolink 75 

50 E The very best available with an expressive sound but generous price to sweeten the pill 

90 A+ A silver cable with all the dnve of V1deo Z but lacking its clean-cut transparency 

100 A Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 

20 P The disappointingly heavy and muddled sound of this basic fibre thwarts any recommendation 

34 A A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 

27.50 VG Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound 

20 P Very similar to Band ridge AL560 with an equally naff sound 

24 A- An analogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A VISible detenoration in the digital signal results. 

52 A This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. 

222 A- An asymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 75ohm standard. Not ideal for d1g1tal applications 

70 G Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMMA fibre, yet 1t sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. 

45 G+ A colourtul coaxial interconnect with an equally colourtul and up-beat sound. Very compatible. 

45 G Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and rugged connectors. Slightly lean, fuzzy but engaging pertormance 

140 A- A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expens1ve. 

1 9 VG A top pertormance, low-loss 75ohm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality that allows ifs music to ease naturally across. 

35 A- A solid-core, twisted-pair interconnect that deviates from the 75ohm standard and provides an equally unbalanced sound 

60 G+ A genuine attempt to get things right with a silver-plated, multi-strand coax. Yet it still sounds too dry and mechanical 

30 VG An AV-cum-digital cable that comes very close to besting QED's Digiflex. Still some emphasis of vocal sibilants, however 

Speaker cables 
Product £Price Comments 

.A. Audio Note AN-B 165 G+ A very high capacitance Litz-style cable whose sound may well act as a taming influence in many systems 

Audio Note AN-D 100 A Supplied in linear, non-polansed lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather gritty and forward 

.A. Audio Note AN-SP 1270 VG Some 15 individually-insulated silver strands go to make up this very civilised but exceplionally delailed-sounding cable 

.A. Audioquest F-14 44.50 A+ Ideal for laying flat under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 

Audioquest Type 4 75 A+ Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-fashion increases capacitance but restrain the cable's 'bite' 

Audioquest Midnight Hypertitz 260 G Very similar to Type 4 but with a delicate smoothness that contrasts w1th the brighter sound of cl1eap cables 

.A. Bandridge LC7259 & LC7 401 20130 A Two very traditional figure-of·eight cables. The thinner vers1on (LC7259) sounds lighter and coarser than LC7401 

Bandridge LC8258 & LC8408 30150 A- Two versions of the S1lvertlex senes that, sadly, encourage very little sense of poise or decorum in their music 

.A. Cogan-Hall lntenneuo Full-Range 465 VG Extra care must be taken to prevent shorting this user-hostile cable. Nevertheless it sounds superb' 

.A. DPAIS19 275 G+ Shares the clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older BS w1thout the tremendous clarity of Gortex Black-16 

DNM Rainbow 84 A+ The high impedance of this s1mple ribbon cable has an influence on the treble response of some speakers. Lacks ·oomph' 

Heybrook Heywire 66 A This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon-style cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven 

!soda Electric HA-20 400 A+ This unorthodox cable employs a combination of copper, brass and alumimum strands. lt sounds ·oddly impure'' 

.A. .A. Mission Stranded 20 G+ This Swedish-made cable proved a real hit with our listeners - a sl1ck pertormer and Best Buy upgrade 

Monitor PC KC27/KC34 40160 A Two heavyweight multi-strand cables with a thick and chesty (10027) or light and wispy (10034) balance. Take your pick 

Monster Powerline 3 Plus 75 A- The archetypaf'old-style Monster Cable' that labours under a soggy bass and untidy treble 

Nairn NAC A5 44 A- Described as a 'dinosaur ol a cable' by our listening panel. th1s stiff rod of wire has little applicalion outside of a Nairn system 

QED Bi-wire 79-Strand 35 A Reminiscent of curtain track, this bi-Wife version of 79-strand is unfortunately saddled with a 'loud, hard and untidy' balance 

.A. Silver Sounds t2/2 300 E Tonally accurate and exquiSitely detailed, this cable opens a very transparent window on the mus1c 

.A. Silver Sounds 16/4 200 VG A prime choice for bi-wire systems even if this cable does lack the full finesse of its sister 12/2 

Sonic Link Grey 80 G- A spaghetti-thin cable composed of silver-plated OF-copper and PTFE insulation. Lacks bass impact and treble 'air'. 

.A. Straight Wire Waveguide 1.5 20 G A conventional multi-stranded cable with a relreshingly up-beat. crisp but slightly lean-sounding balance 

.A. Straight Wire Flex-4 50 G+ Another very quick and dynam1c-sound1ng cable from Stra1ght Wire. A little short on subtlety but very engaging nonetheless. 

Tara Labs Quantum Ill 238 G An imaginatively-named cable that encourages an equally colourtul sound. Described as 'dark and fruity' by our panel' 

van den Hul MC The Clearwater 50 A Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly ·murky sounding' cable 

van den Hul MC The Magnum 265 A Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead speaker cable, the Magnum sounds surprisingly soft and old-fashioned 

.A. van den Hul MC The Wind 330 VG Blown-in from the continent, vdH's Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunchmg bass' 
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Buy any product from our list (which 

includes all nominated award winners and 

other new products), mention Cashback, 

and we'll put a cheque in the post (to use 

against any future purchase from 

Cleartone over£ 100 excluding special 

offers) to the value shown here. 

You can redeem your Cashback cheque at 

any time between now and Christmas, at 

any of our stores, on any of our complete 

range of TV's, Videos, Camcorders and Hi Fi 

- even phones, photographic and car hi-fi 

at selected stores. 

YOU WIN TWICE ... 

... with your initial purchase on our keen 

prices and your second purchase with 

Cash back discount. If you don't live near a 

store - order your requirements mail order! 

saves 4 TO£ 100! 
SPEND 

£100-£1
99 on purchases from 

the list- receive 
Cash back cheque for 

£200 £
399 on purchases from 

• 
the list - receive 
Cashback cheque for 

£400 £5
99 on purchases from 

• 
the list- receive 
Cashback cheque for 

£600 £
799 on purchases from 

• 
the list- receive 
Cashback cheque for 

£800 £
999 on purchases from 

• 
the list - receive 
Cashback cheque for 

£ 1000+ 
on purchases from 
the list - receive 
Cashback cheque for 

£10 

£20 

£40 

£60 

£80 

£100 



Pioneer PO-203 

Pioneer PD-5703 

Technics SLPG 460 

Denon DCD 615 

Marantz CD 10 

Denon PMA 2 50 Ill 

Kenwood KA3020 SE 

NAD 304 

Arcam Alpha 5 

Marantz PM44 SE 11 

£159.99 

£249.99 

£159.99 

£179.99 

£1199.99 

£ 159.99 

£199.99 

£239.99 

£229.99 

£199.99 

NAD 801 

Mission 731 

Mission 780 SE 

Celestion 5 11 
Mission 753's 

Aiwa ADF 450 

Sony TCK 611 S 

Pioneer CT95 

Aiwa ADF 850 

£99.99 

£129.90 

£239.90 

£ 169.99 

£699.90 

£119.99 

£299.99 

£999.95 

£229.99 
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Aiwa NSX-540 

Aiwa LCX-9 

JVC UX-T 1 

Kenwood M28 MG 

Denon TU 260L 

NAD 402 

Arcam Alpha 5 

Sony STS 311 

QED Digit 

£399.99 

£349.99 

£299.99 

£599.99 

£119.99 

£169.99 

£219.90 

£199.99 

£139.99 

Arcam Delta Black Box 50 £449.90 

Kenwood KAV 3700 

Denon AVC 1530 

Kenwood KAV 7700 

Denon AVR 1000 

Kenwood KRV6060 

£299.99 

£479.99 

£599.99 

£519.99 

Denon 090 

Kenwood UD952M 

£669.99 

£999.99 

Marantz Slim Series 1020 £999.99 

Technics SCCH 505 £599.99 

Technics SCCA 1080 £849.99 

NUMBER 

E 
FOR 20 YEARS 
1974 1994 

BIRMINGHAM 122/123 New Street. Tel 021 633 4944 BIRMINGHAM Horntons Electronics, 8-9 lower Temple Street. Tel 021 643 0972 
BOLTON 235 Blockbum Rood. Tel 0204 31423 BRADFORD Rowson Square. Tel 0274 309266 

COVENTRY 78 lower Precinct. Tel 0203 632086 GLOUCESTER (formerly Robbs) 13/ IS Worcester Street. Tel 0452 419777 
HALE 162/164 Ashley Rood. Tel 061 928 1610 KEIGHLEY 38 Covendish Street. Tel 0535 602933 

MANCHESTIR 54 Bridge Street. Tel 061 835 1156 MANCHESTIR 66-68 Bridge Street. Tel 061 832 2081 
ROCHDALE 52 Drake Street. Tel 0706 524652 WAlSAlL Pork Street. Tel 0922 644169 

WIGAN 6 Crompton Street. Tel 0942 323897 WOLVERHAMPTON 39 Victoria Street. Tel 0902 772901 
WORCESTIR 27/27 A The Cross. Tel 0905 726375 WORCESTER Dovid Worings, M arm ion House, High Street. Tel 0905 27551 

See us at 

G-Mex Manchester 
28/29/30 October 1994 



THE DIRECTORY 

Cassette decks 

T
he bad odour of copyright theft hangs around 

the compact cassette, but there is no doubt it 
is the world's most versatile and ubiquitous 

music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their 
noses, but are happy to use cassette decks to 

make up tapes for the car or personal. 
There is no problem in connecting a cassette 

deck to any normal amplifier, but some care needs 

to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a specific 

machine. (frial and error is one effective technique, 

but many decks have manual bias adjustment and 

some match up to the tape automatically.) Lab 

performance and sound quality often go hand in 
hand, and are frequently somewhat dependent 
upon factory alignment. The mechanical integrity of 
the mechanism is another crucial factor, that is 
reflected in the price. 

The columns on the right indicate when the 

facilities shown in the headings are available on a 

deck. Dol by B and C offer varying degrees of noise 
reduction and the HX Pro system gives significant 

treble improvements with ferric (fype I) tapes. 
Dolby S increases the level of noise reduction with 

less signal degredation than B or C. Three-head 

recorders allow you to listen to a recording as it's 
being made, a useful qulaity control function. Bias 
adjustment allows you to fine tune the deck to suit 
different types of tape when recording. Auto 
calibration is a an automatic system for setting bias 
and Dolby levels. 

Twin deck offers the option to dub tapes or to 

play two cassettes simultaneously. Autoreverse is a 

useful convenience feature, but usually with some 

mechanical compromise. In the case of twin decks 
a blob is inserted in this column even if only one 
transport autoreverses. 

Cassette decks 
Product £Price Comments 

.A .A Aiwa AO-F450 

.A& Aiwa AO-F81 0 

.A& Aiwa AD-WX828 

.A,& Aiwa AD-WX929 

.A Aiwa XK-59000 

Akai OX-57 

.A Akai GX-9511 

Akai GX-R35 

.A Akai GX-W45 

.& Arcam Delta 1 00 

Oenon DRM-7 40 

.A Denon DRS-61 0 

Oenon ORS-81 0 

Goodmans Delta ?OOW 

Harman Kardon OC5500 

.& Harman/Kardon TD4400 

Harman Kardon TD4600 

JVCID-R452 

JVC TO-X352 

.A JVC TD-V562 

.& Kenwood KX-3050 

Kenwood KX-5530 

.&.& Kenwood KX-7050S 

NAD 602 

.& Nakamichi DR-3 

.&.& Nakamichi OR-2 

,& Nakamich1 OR-1 

Philips DCC600 

.&.& Pioneer CT-S430S 

.& Pioneer CT -S520 

Sansui O-X117WR 

Shernooc DD-301 DC 

Sony TC-K415 

.& .& Sony (WMD6C) Pro Walkman 

.A SonyTC-K611S 

Teac R-9000 

.& Teac v -sooos 

.&.& Technics RS-BX646 

.A Technics RS·BX701 

.& Yamaha KX-650 

120 VG Basic but well designed budget deck; astonishing value, only the poor metering gives the game away 

230 G First class budget 3-head machine with a dual capstan transport that really works at reducing the 'fudge' factor 

200 G- Equipment levels strong, and sound is both vivid and presentable, but control system daunting. 

230 A Superbly equipped twin deck that works and works well - remote control 

700 G+ Fabulous build, clunky transport and sharp, refined sound quality with Dolby S or B and metal tapes 

220 G Eschews fancy gadgets for a good transport and decent electronics. Sound quality is firm and tidy but avoid Dolby C. 

440 G+ Sharp, clear and articulate sounding deck, with superb performance extending to frequency extremes 

220 A Middling sound quality at best with Dol by B; deteriorates with Dolby C 

320 A Costly but musical high-spec dual deck, doesn't like modern high energy Type lis and IVs. Good stability and clarity 

850 E Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. The Dol by S installation more successful than most. Some replay incompatibility 

260 A Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment offers good, 1f somewhat detached sanies 

200 G Unique loading mechanism provides stability, and the deck has a crisp, clean quality. Occasionally anaemic bass. 

300 G- Drawer loading deck, carefully designed, yet lacking in subtlety on audition. 

tOO P Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with less than stable tape path. 

600 A Workmanlike sound quality offset by high price and inexplicable shortcomings like 'forgetlul' Dolby switching and no timer support . 

350 G Simple features plus excellent engineering make this a model of integrity. 

700 A Original Oolby S deck has improved over the years and now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck - but expensive. 

180 A- Tidy, stable but ultimately rather soul-less experience. Auto-reverse is useful though. 

150 A- Disappointingly amorphous sound despite decent measured results. 

200 G+ Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. 

170 A Acceptable sound quality marred only by a loss of midband analysis and slightly edgy treble. 

220 A- Neat looking, well equipped deck, adequately engineered but somewhat lacking musically. Worth considering if auto-reverse is a must 

400 VG Very well equipped and fine sounding deck, includes well implemented Dolby S. 

200 G Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering IS minima list too 

400 VG Refined, exquisitely detailed and solid sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2-header. 

600 VG Accomplished design with simple features {manual tape select') but superb sound/serviceability. 

850 VG Typically idiosyncratic Nakam1chi with manual everything, Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic, authoritative sound. 

500 A+ Simplified circuit and mechanism, but the Philips badly needs aD/A converter transplant 

200 VG Against the odds - a 2 head Dolby S deck that works. Well set up and fully equipped. 

280 G Decent if slightly coloured middle ranker with FLEX to revitalise old or soggy sounding tapes. 

220 P Bass is thin and coloured, and the sound lacks dynamics, p1tch accuracy and overall stability - the sound is neither stable nor solid. 

120 P Good range of features, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. 

180 A+ Mainly UK designed with audiophile intent, but spoiled by erratic output, at worst with metal tapes. 

290 G+ One of the finest sounding cassette decks on the market today. A mandatory Best Buy, which also f1ts in your pocket 

300 G Cheapest Dolby S three header yet, yet slightly let down by lack of attention to detail 

500 G Much better than average auto-reverse deck, well worth considering. Nicely engineered too. 

700 G Superb stability and real subtlety, this must be the best TEAC yet. The only disappointment was the Dolby C 

230 G+ Unusually well built and non-microphonic deck with sophisticated facilities and lucid midband. 

270 G+ Not cheap, but extremely well built deck, moderately well equipped a pleasure to operate and to listen to. 

260 G Fine audio manners, especially in the midband and treble, mark this high class deck out from the crowd 
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N 
ow over a decade old, this all digital music 

source is well established despite high disc 

prices and the opposition of some hi-fi 

enthusiasts. Compact Disc's strengths over 

conventional vinyl are complete freedom from 

surface noise, ease of use, and more robust 

software. 

However, many vinyl enthusiasts still find CDs 
sound less involving than top quality vinyl. But, 

with the dominance of CD in the high street, even 
vinyl die-hards need a CD player today. 

THE DIRECTORY 

The columns on the right indicate when the 

facilities shown in the headings are available on a 

CD player: DAC type indicates the type of convertor 

chip used in each player, 16, 18 and 20-bit are 

multi-bit types, all the others are bitstream variants. 

In much the same way that an amp's output is not 

indicative of its sound quality, the chip used in a 

DAC isn't the only determining factor in a CD 
player's sound, but it is an important one. Remote 

control is not yet universal, and we have included a 

tick box, more to show which machines don't have 

one than which do. The existence of electrical 

and/or optical digital outputs is important for 

future upgrading with an outboard DAC. as a rule 

electrical outputs are the most desirable. Phase 

inversion in the digital domain is rare on one box 

players but can make quite a big difference if 

you've got golden ears. Head phone sockets are 

useful but beware of those without volume 

controls. Track entry keypads are those with 

calculator style buttons which makes track access 

much quicker. 

CD players 
Product £Price Comments 

6. Aiwa XC-300 

Aiwa XC-750 

6. AMC CD6 

Arcam Delta 270 

Aura C0-50 

AVI S2000MC 

6. Denon DCD-595 

6. Denon DC0-695 

Denon DCD-890 

Denon DCD-1290 

6. Goodmans Delta 700 

Gnundig Fine Arts C02 

6. Harman Kardon HK7725 

6. Harman Kardon TL8600 

JVC XL-Z1050 

Kenwood DP-3050 

Kenwood DP-7050 

6. Linn Karik 

6. Marantz CD-5211 

6. Marantz CD-5211SE 

Marantz CD-72SE 

Mission DADS 

6. Musical Fidelity COT 

6. NAD 502 

Nakamichi CD-4 

6. Nakamichi MB-4s 

Onkyo OX-C110 

6. Philips CD732 

6. Philips CD920 

Philips C0930 

6. Pioneer PO-M701 

Pioneer PO-M901 

6. Pioneer PD-S901 

6.6. Ouad 67 

6. Rote! RCD-945AX 

6.6. Rotel RCD-965BX 

Sansui CD-X317 

Sansui CO-X617 

Sansui GO-Alpha 717DR 

6.6. Sherwood C0-3020R 

6. Sherwood C0-501 OR 

Sherwood COC-5030R 

Sony COP-X303ES 

Sony COP-C345 

Sugden SOT -1 

Teac CD-P3500 

6. Teac CD-P4500 

T eac VROS-1 0 

150 A+ Cheap, cheertul and gratifyingly free of digital'naslies', well-equipped but safe rather than thrilling on the sonic front. 

200 A A refined version of the XC-700, sadly it has lost lhe magic of the original 

349 G+ Based on the same 1-Bit circuit as Rotel's RCD-965BX but w1th a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. 

800 G+ The dry but tightly-focussed and supremely detailed sound of this player will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste! 

400 G· Based on an older Phi lips board with new CDM9 transport, this is a slim player with an innocuous sound 

999 G+ A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortable sound. Lacks passion 

180 G Lacks the 695's pitch control but provides a smoother sound by way of recompense 

200 G A rough diamond with a raunchy sound to match. Pitch feature will be of interest to budding musicians. 

270 G· Similar to the DCD-1290 in its execution, sounds lively and powertul but lacks subtlety. 

330 G· Looks the business but sound IS a real five-minute wonder. Its compelling fiu lasts about as long as a firework. 

110 A+ A 16-bit alternative to the CD65011 that furnishes a colourtul and animated sound 

190 A- A stylish-looking player with a disappointingly vague approach to music-making 

800 VG This flagship implementalion of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic - a genuine rock 'n roller' 

700 G+ A refined and more flexible version of the TL8500 multiplayer with a significantly more expressive sound 

500 A Techmcally advanced and luxuriously equipped, this player remains rather bland and unsatisfying on audition 

200 A+ A slightly over-cooked version of the DP-3040 with a highly civilised but uninteresting sound. 

350 A Kenwood's first sowing of Philips' Bit Stream technology has fallen on stony ground judging by its dry and awkward sound 

1497 VG Based on Linn's original CD transport, this player sounds dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing 

230 G Launched to usurp the position of its own C0-52SE, the '5211 is less colourtul but equally appealing 

300 G A new mains transformer plus the full complement of internal mods has recaptured the frothy if startling sound of the original '52 

600 G+ A recommendation just eluded the grasp of this superbly built player thanks to its very polished but restra1ned sound. 

300 A+ Similar to Philips' 600-series: lively, plenty of space and full of 'bounce' but a little too eager to impress in the short term 

5019 G+ Oddball player with a cheap top-loading transport and appaling digital gubbins yet saved by I he euphony of its valves' 

220 G This updated version of the 5425 has traded the spontaneity of its forebear for a more precise but mechanical style of music 

380 A· This looks new enough but sounds little better than the older CD Player 4 upon which it is firmly based. 

300 G Entry-level Music8ank player that sounds like it's come from a studio control room: plenty of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth 

350 G- A big and beefy 6-disc carousel that strides confidently through rock and pussyfoots around gentle ballads 

140 A+ A cross between Philips CD690 and CD920 is no more technically accomplished but encourages a very lively and entertaining sound 

160 A+ A new budget player with an appalling technical record but a surprisingly clean if understated sound 

200 G· Featuring digital circuitry similar to Marantz's players.but a sound that's a little too ripe and soft. 

330 G+ A 6-disc multichanger from the originators of the breed. A little untidy perhaps, but still sounds fresh, dynamic and exciting 

450 A Another 6-disc multichanger based on the PO-M701 but with the addition of various ·sound Field' options. Listening is hard work 

500 G+ The very refined but confident, crisp and powertul sound of the '901 snatches Pioneer's LLC concepl from the jaws of defeat 

790 E Deceptively sleek in appearance but with a powertul, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206. 

230 G Based on the same GO-player-on-a-chip as Philips CD690 but with improved execution and build. 

300 E An exceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent. exquisitely detailed and powertully emotive. A landmark player 

250 A Not in the same class as older CD-X311mkll. Same technology but the sound is neither as responsive or engaging 

350 A ThiS 'double-DAC' version of the CD-X317 is more impressive, sounding light and tiuy w1th pop but dull with classical CD's 

1560 G+ A beautifully constructed 1f rather dated flagship player with an equally sedate and unadventurous sound. 

t 30 G Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining 

160 G+ A warm, detailed and enjoyable pertormance from a solidly built but affordable package. 

200 A· The replacement for the successful 5-disc CDC-5010R sounds messy, disjointed and generally unpleasant. A great disappointment 

550 A+ A disappointingly lean and inconsistent result from a player that puts the 'high' in technology if not fidelity 

230 A+ Sony's Hybrid Pulse OAC sounds great in the CDP-311 but in this 5-disc carousel it provides a mere skeleton of a pertormance 

850 A Bearing in mind Sugden's SOA-1 converter lies at the heart of this player. its unpredictable pertormance is disappointing 

200 A A well-meaning attempt lo pare-down the CO-P4500 results in a similar looking player with a thoroughly uninspiring sound 

280 G TEAC's first genuine 1-bit player its sound described as having a certain ·organic warmth', very composed and easy-going. 

770 A+ A basic analogue stage compromises the potential of TEAC's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energy 

Toshiba BS 107 

PDM Bitstrm 119 

POM Bitstrm • 124 

Hybrid • 124 

SAA7321 • 119 

20-bit 119 

18-bit • 128 

18-bit • 124 

18-bit • 112 

18-bit • 107 

16-bit 128 

SAA7350 128 

18-bit RLS • 124 

MASH/PWM • 132 

PEM Bitstrm • 119 

NPC Bitstrm • 124 

PDM Bitstrm • 119 

Crystal BS • 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 119 

POM Bitstrm • 119 

bitstream • 112 

bitstream • 107 

hybrid 112 

MASHIPWM • 119 

18-bit • 124 

16-bit • 132 

Bitstream • 132 

SAA7341 • 128 

SAA7341 • 119 

PDM Bitstrm • 112 

PDM Bitstrm • 117 

PDM Bitstrm • 117 

PFM Bitstrm • 119 

Crystal BS • 124 

SAA7341 • 124 

PDM Bitstrm • 100 

MASH/PWM • 107 

MASHIPWM • 112 

MASH/PWM • 124 

NPC bitstrm • 119 

POM Bitstnm • 124 

Bitstream • 132 

PLM Bitstrm • 124 

PLM Bitstrm • 132 

16-bit 119 

POM Bitstrm • 112 

PDM Bitstrm • 107 

DAC7 • 119 
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Building The Future With 
Mission Cyrus At Radfords 
The new range of CYRUS electronics and 

loudspeakers allow your system to grow with you r 

love of music and advances in technology. Nearly 

all the Cyrus components can be enhanced by 

simply adding a PSX-R power supply and soon 
NEW power amplifiers and other add on 

components will increase the systems flexibility 

even further. 

At RADFORDS we believe in a clear system 

upgrade path, value for money, reliability and above 

all musical performance. T he new CYRUS range 

meets our requirements and we are sure it will 

meet yours. But don't take our word for it, book 
your demonstration now! 

The CYRUS Range 
CYRUS Ill - Integrated Amplifier 
CYRUS PSX R - Power Supply 
CYRUS DAD 7 - One box CD player 
CYRUS DISCMASTER - CD Transport 
CYRUS DACMASTER - D to A Converter 
CYRUS FM7- Stereo Tuner 
CYRUS 751 -Compact Bookshelf Speaker 
CYRUS 752 - Floor Standing Speaker 
CYRUS 753 - Floor Standing Speaker 

iW)Fd�.S 

Sound .f/dvic� · P��b�ct 1/i'Ji'on 

MISSION CYRUS BRANCHES 
Bristol Plymouth 

Tel 0272 428247 T el 0752 2260 I I 

*MISSION ONLY BRANCHES 
Exeter Torquay 

Tel 0392 218895 Tel 0803 326723 

Bath Windsor 
Tel 0225 446245 T el 0753 856931 

*These branches do not yet stock CYRUS product 



THE DIRECTORY 

CD players continued 
Product £Price Comments 

150 A+ No more or less impressive than the old SL -PG320A, this new version is attractive enough if slightly restrained 

170 G This mix of the SL -PG520 and '420 fails to benefil from the strengths of either and only just achieves recommendation. 

180 G+ A cracking player. Superb clarity and dynamics, lhrilling but musically involving too 

200 G+ A costlier, tarted-up version of the SL-PG520A that loses very little in the way of clarity, sparkle or in compelling dynamics 

1095 G+ Responded well to our jazz and classical selection but sounding bright and grainy with the pop GO's 

290 G- Yamaha has retained the CDX-660 casework but cut costs with a new multi-task IC that's not entirely de-bugged. 

A 
CD player can be split into two basic 

components; the disc drive or transport, 

and a device which turns the digital 

bitstream coming off the disc into an analogue 

audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue 

convertor or DAC. Although most players are 

contained in a single box, expensive players are 

usually two box affairs. 

Although many of these units will be 
purchased as matching pairs, a DAC can also be 

used to upgrade an existing CD player. Thus an 

early machine with a satisfactory transport can be 

rejuvenated by adding an outboard DAC. 

The columns on the right indicate the facilities 

available on a transport or DAC. Remote control is 

self explanatory. The existence of electrical and/or 

optical digital in and outputs is pretty fundamental 

to transports and DACs, as a rule electrical outputs 

are the most desirable. Class 1 transports are those 
with an output whose crystal clock accuracy that's 

CD transports 
Product £Price Comments 

DACs 

750 G+ Arcam's best eNort yet is a new design based on the Philips CDM9 transport; specification includes Sync Lock facility. 

1495 VG By rights this transport should be highly incompalible yet it del1vers a remarkably vivid and natural sound. 

895 G+ Broadly compatible and offering a lighl, fresh and very bubbly sound that is both natural, engaging and unfatiguing 

3500 G Beautifully styled and constructed but sound is bleached and generally less inspiring than that of the P-1 0 

4300 A+ The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks. 

1990 G+ A mild-mannered transport capable of marvellous results with lively-sounding outboard converters. 

3195 G Includes a budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on after. 

Product £Price Comments 

450 VG A very measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve to accommodate future upgrades. 

MASHJPWM • 128 

MASH/PWM • 124 

MASH/PWM • 107 

MASHJPWM • 112 

16-bit 95 

PDM Bitstrm • 124 

better than± soppm (parts per million), certain 

DACs won't lock onto transports with a lower clock 

accuracy. DAC type shows the specific convertor 

chip employed. In much the same way that an 

amp's output is not indicative of its sound quality, 

the chip used in a DAC isn't the only determining 

factor in a CD player's sound. Phase inversion in 

the digital domain can make quite a big difference 

if you've got a high resolution system and golden 
ears. 

Hybrid 

130 

130 

96 

96 

130 

130 

130 

127 

750 A+ A very sophisticated unit equipped with Sync Lock and discrete DAC circuitry. Early samples sounded restrained and grubby Bit Stream 136 

Audio Note DAC 1 

200 G Despite its slightly veiled sound this giveaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence. 

750 G Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music. 

600 G An odd ball DAC with manual de-emphasis switching. Needs a high preamp input impedance if bass is not to suffer. 

1234 G+ A we1ghty but neutral and highly calculated performer, best suited to transports like the P-1 0, despite Sync Lock facility. 

549 G Despite using a very different chipset, the S2000MD sounds as CIVIlised and refined as A VI's other digital separates. 

150 VG Ridiculously under -priced, this DAC is better suited to high-end transports than the budget players it was intended to partner. 

400 G A new on-board mains filter promotes a smoother and richer sound at the expense of some life and vitality. 

695 G With either P-10 or Meridian 200 transports it delivers a very taut and dynamic sound, bathed in an open acoustic 

235 A- A neat enough package that's infested with a variety of technical bugs and severely chastised on audition. 

745 VG A two-box converter that sounds loud, quick and very dynamic wilhout tripping over complex material. A good 'un. 

695 G+ Warmer but no less detailed lhan the earlier 200-series, the 563 really comes into its own with top-flight CD transports. 

1350 G By refining the 203's sound further Meridian have also tempered its vibrancy and 'life' . Fickle with other transports 

600 G Has a tendency to sound light, airy and 'fast' but it can also become a little hard or - fatiguing with some digital outputs 

300 A+ Described as a modest but entertaining performer, achieving its sweetest balance with Arcam's 0170.3 transport. 

300 G+ Another modest DAC but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that's typical of the DAC7 breed. 

499 G+ The animated character of the Tubalog ensures it's a great upgrade on budget CD players. 

750 E The cheapest dual-differential DAC7 converter available. Offers interchangeable digital fillers and top-flighl sound quality. 

139 G+ Bearing in mind its expressive but very forgiving performance the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap 

425 G+ No great advance over the basic QED Digit yet its enthusiastic sound is more than competitrve at the price. 

400 G The overly warm and heavy bass of this DAC is quite atypical of the Cryslal Bit Stream DAC. 

7 49 G+ A pleasant surprise from the fuddy-duddies of audio, judging by its ·masses of high resolution detail and tremendous dynamics' 

799 A A good lirst eNort from Thule even though its fizzy and over-eager sound could do with house-training. 

909 G Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and t well built 

509 G+ ONering a sharp and dynam1c sound, all th.e more captivating for its lack of graininess and 'tizz' A reliable upgrade 

18-bit 127 

DAC7 127 

20-bit 127 

20-bit 113 

16-bit 136 

Hybrid 136 

SAA7350 127 

DAC7 103 

Hybrid 136 

Hybrid 136 

Crystal 127 

DAC7 101 

SAA7321 101 

SAA7321 113 

DAC7 113 

18-bit 127 

DAC7 136 

PDM Bitstrm 113 

Bit Stream 136 

Crystal 127 

TDA1541 113 

DAC7 136 

16-bit 87 

16-bit 101 
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REFEREN 

ST40 

STEREO 

AMPLIFIER 

Anything else 

is a compromise 

WITH THE SUPERB RANGE OF 

PRODUCTS NOW AVAILABLE FROM 

'2wnd� !16�ence 
YOU NEED COMPROMISE NO FURTHER 

CALL OR WRITE FOR MORE DETAILS 

& DEALERS LIST: 

REFERENCE 

(]jJA&m•i 
PINERIDGE SANDY CROSS, HEATHFIELD, 

EAST SUSSEX 
TELEPHONE (0435) 868004 
FACSIMILE (0435) 86448"1 

WOLLATON 

A•U•D•I•O 

Give the Gift of Music 
This Holiday Season! 

Sheffield Lab proudly presents 

their first Christmas release, 

cele brating 25 years as the 

premier aud ioph i le 

Here are just some of the all

star players you'll hear: Pat 

Coil, Margie Gibson, Dave 

Gru isin, L incoln Mayorga, 

Don Randi, Phill Perry, 

Michael Ruff and many 

others. The Christmas 

Collection is sure to 

please long time 

collectors of Sheffield 

Lab recordings and 

serves as the perfect 

introduction for 

newcomers to the award 

recording company. • 
Twelve beautiful tracks 1!'1, _ 

are centred around the 

theme of children, the 
� 

holiday season and � 
Christmas. En joy six -� 
tracks featuring all new I 
performances recorded 1 1 11 I 1 

especially for this . . . 
project plus six more hits from w inning "natural sound" of 
their award winning catalogue. Sheffield Lab 

T he Complete Catalogue of Sheffield 

Lab Recordings Now Available From 

Wollaton Audio and Selected Dealers 

Tel/Fax 0115 928 4147 



Tronsport/DAC combos 
Product £Price Comments 

&& Arcam Delta 250/Biack Box 50 1200 VG A very sophisticated combination that sounds silky-smooth without appearing soft or sugar-coated. A bargain two-box player. Hybrid • 133 

Audio Alchemy DDS/DTVXDP/P52 2047 A+ A multi-box combination with a Bit Stream DAC that is fundamentally more inspiring than its partnering transport. 

& Cyrus Discrnaster/Dacmaster 1900 G+ A powerful-sounding and perhaps slightly heavy-handed combination that cuts right to the heart of its music. 

DPA Digital T-I/PDM2mkll 

DPA Digital T1/POM 256 

A EAD T -1000/DSP-1 000 

3245 G An ingenious combination that includes a clock-feed from the DAC to CD transport. Capable of astonishing results 

3890 G A higllly advanced duet with adtustable dither facility. Sadly its different settings only usher-in different compromises. 

2195 VG A two-box player based on Pioneer's Stable Platter CD transport. Its music always sounds fast, furious and fascinating. 

2495 G+ Partnering Linn's Nurnerik DAC w1th 1ts Kank CD player (as transport) prov1des a dry, dynam1c but also slightly dirty sound. 

DAC? • 120 

20-bit • 133 

DAC7 • 120 

Bit Stream • 133 

20-bit • 120 

20-bit • 120 Linn Karik!Numerik 

Meridian 200/263 1390 G Now updated with Crystal Bit Stream technology, this popular duet has unfortunately lost much of the charm and poise of the original. Bit S1ream • 120 

Meridian 500/563 1670 A+ Combined with its own 500 transport, the recommended 563 sounds disapointingly thin, brash and uncomfortable. Crystal • 133 

& Meridian 602/606 3100 VG Meridian's top-of-the-range two-box player looks and sounds both distinctiue and elegant, the perfect partner for a cultured system' DAC7 • 120 

& Monarchy Audio DT -40AIM·33 3090 VG An intriguing combination that provides a beefy and enthusiastic performance via its balanced AES/EBU connection. 20-bit • 133 

Proceed PDT31PDP3 5214 G+ The third in a series of unusual transport/DAC cornbinat10ns and a pairing that reta1ns a powerful, confident and rugged sound 20-bit • 120 

& PS Audio Lambda!Uitralink Two 4900 VG In direct contrast with its appearance, this duet positively sparkles w1th colour and resonant detail. 

&& Teac P-700/D-700 1500 VG They may lack the resolution of high-end colleagues but still sound warm, bubbly and perpetually entertaining. 

Teac P-2s/D·2 

Theta Data Basic/Cobalt 307 

6000 A- Teac's VRDS statement looks a million dollars but sounds rather thin and uninvolving. A great disappointment. 

2696 G+ A cautious and slightly over-refined combination that fails to make the best of e1ther component. 

OAT players 

O
AT, or digital audio tape, has been on the 

market for quite some time now but has 

never really 'made it' as a consumer 

medium, probably due to the fact that very little 

prerecorded software has been made available. 

In the last year or so it has began to carve itself 

a niche at the top end of the market replacing reel 

DATployers 
Product £Price Comments 

to reel tape recorders as the audiophile's tape 

based medium. 

The DAT standard specifies a 48kHz sampling 

rate, which is higher than CD, so direct copying in 

the digital domain is only possible on those 

machines with dual sampling frequencies, ie 48kHz 

and 44.1kHz. Some machines also record at 32kHz 

20-bit • 133 

20-bit • 120 

18-bit • 133 

Hybrid • 133 

to give a longer recording time for a given length of 

tape, this is shown in the LP mode column. 

The optical and electrical in/outputs in the 

column headings are for digital signals, analogue 

in/outputs are universal. The AES/EBU and S/PDIF 

socketry is for connection to pmfessional 

components such as mixing desks. 

JVC XD-Z1 01 OTN 

Panasonic SV-3700 

Tascam DA-30 

900 A+ Ambitious but ultimately d1sappoint1ng deck with an opaque musical delivery and more features than you can shake a stick at 111 

111 

111 

1111 A Slick, powerfully equipped, this pro OAT has a clear, quick and colourful sound somewhat lacking in we1ght and substance 

1199 A+ Interesting pro OAT deck with sol1d, tangible sound quality whiCh IS nevertheless lacking in analysis 

Headphones 

T
here are a variety of different approaches to 

head phone design. Amongst the more 

expensive models, electrostatic drivers are 

used in open-backed phones. The majority of these 

come with some form of transformer which usually 
-
takes the signal from the speaker terminals on the 

amplifier, but some can run from a pair of tape out 

sockets. 

The more down to earth (see affordable) 

models feature dynamic, or moving coil, drivers in 

circular open or closed backed designs. The 

advantage of open backs seems to be a 

correspondingly open sound, but one can also of 

course hear external noises. Closed-back designs 

are useful in situations where it is necessary to 
block out background noise, but they aren't 

Headphones 
Product £Price Comments 

AKG K44 

AKG K135 

A AKG K240 Monitor 

A AKG K280 Parabolic 

A AKG K340 

A AKG K400 

A AKG K500 

42 A 

46 A 

82 G 

117 G+ 

191 E 

118 VG 

138 G+ 

Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicallve 

The K135s don't live up to the usual AKG standards, though they do have the ability to reproduce rhythm well 

Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of neutral 

A very revealing and unusual tw1n driver design that uses the same principle as a satellite dish to beam sound into the ear 

Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing headphone 

Comfortable over long sess1ons. Sound is exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured 

Open and clear, they reproduced music with impress1ve def1n1tion, balance is on the light side but transparency is high 

generally as good sonically. 

Another means of distinguishing different 

types is the way they sit on your head. There are 

three styles: circumaural models enclose the ear 

and rest on the side of the head; supra-aural 

designs feature a fiat pad which presses on the 

outer ear (pinna); and intra-aura Is rest inside the 
ear itself, and are popular with personal stereos. 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

99 

63 

63 

63 

75 

Supra-aural 121 

Circumaural 111 

A AKG K1000 646 E 

& Audio-Technica ATH-910 90 G 

One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly to speaker outputs and makes much of the competition sound lame 

The closed-back 9t0s are an improvement on the 909s with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones 

Extra-aural 

Circumaural 

99 

55 
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If You've an eye for Quality, 
Our three l-li-fi studios and dedicated Large Screen Theatre are here for 

you to experience the very best in sound and vision technology. 

Interconnects to lnstal!Jtion, Add-ons to THX, whatever your requirements 

our professional guidance will help you make the right choice. 

you can't fail to see us! 
Established in 1981 in the he a rr of the countr y, Sound Academy is 

accessible by the M6, only five minutes from junctions 10 & 11, and just 

1 5 n1inute!i drive from Birmingham City Centre. Sound Academy have 

everything for the Real l-li-fi enthusiast and the Home Cinema devotee. 

S tockist s of top br a n  cl n a me e quipment in c I u clin g T H XT" 

Sp e ci a l ist imp a rt i a l advice 

Mail Order a va il a ble 

Fre e home survey s 

In-ho use Servic e Dep a r tment 

Enquiri es welcome f or Inter est Free credit 
(APR 0% - Subject to Status - Writt�.:n details on rcque:;t) 

�---�-------c=:------�--��-----�------�------�----

0922 493499/473499 
Sharing ASDA Carpark, Off High Street, Bloxwi ch, Nr. Walsall , West Midlands. Off M6 junctions 10 & 11. 

Open 6 Days a week, 9a m -6pm, Fri d ay la te night . 
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THE DIRECTORY 

Headphones continued 
Product £Price Comments 

Audio-Technica ATH-9000 

Beyer DT311 

Beyer DT411 

.& Beyer DT911 

.& Beyer DT990 

.& Jecklin Float Electrostatic 

.&.& Jecklin Float Model One 

.& Jecklin Float Model Two 

JVC HA-0690 

JVC HA-0910 

Kenwood KH-1 000 

Koss TD/60 

Maxell HP-3000 

.& Pioneer SE-4000 

.& Ross RCH-300CD 

.& .& Sennhesier HD320 

.& .& Sennheiser HD440 11 

.& Sony MDR-CD1 000 

.& Sony MDR-CD450 

.&.& Sony MDR-CD550 

.& Sony MDR-CD750 

.& Stax Gamma pro/SRD-X pro 

246 G Electrets which connect to the amps speaker outputs, it sounds a little too smooth but would suit aggressive amps 

45 A+ Uncharacteriustically tight, unrefined soud quality from otherwise well engineered 'phone 

59 G A reasonable but nol very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at lhe price 

199 VG Probably too revealing for many headphone amps these are very subtle and fine if expensive cans 

119 VG A significant pair of dynamic headphones; they have a smooth and yet revealing neutral sound that is hard to criticise 

399 E These electrostatics have an openness of sound rarely found rn the breed, with good dynamic range to boot 

75 G+ Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price 

99 G+ Helmet shaped and pretty unflattering but open sounding and comfortable in the long term. te lack of adjustment 

40 A Competent but rather undistinctive cans, a bit middle of the road and well su1ted to aggressive sources 

65 A Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colouratlons 

20 A- Frrst step up from a true mini: a near m1niature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 

30 A- AM radio like bandwidth limitations and colourations, and rather flaky build 

30 P Solid, smoothn sounding but congested and undynamic. Includes 1n-lead controls . 

37 G- Acceptable if unexciting all-rounder, with good long-term comfort levels . 

20 P In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes agress1ve sounding design. 

40 E Superb value: articulate, accurate and musically effective, but location on ears can be uncertain . 

35 A+ Still the one by which others at the pnce are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, cold treble 

170 G+ A fine sounding and comfortable head phone that's likely to work well with most sources 

45 G- Fair acoustic isolation and comfortable curcum-aural constructron, moderate sound quality 

60 G+ A very competent headphone, creates a remarkable sense of space for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot 

90 G+ Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable these Sonys have charactenstically good bass power and relaxed hf 

678 E The Gamma pros are like a stethoscope for your hi-li, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve 

.& Stax Lambda Signature/SRM-T1 1644 E The Signature when combined with the SRM-T1 valve driver must be the most transparent head phone available 

.& Stax SR Gamma 239 G+ The next model down the Stax range from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise but the price 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Supra-aural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Circumaural 

Supra-aural 

111 

133 

111 

111 

55 

55 

55 

63 

111 

121 

121 

133 

133 

t33 

133 

133 

121 

111 

133 

99 

111 

63 

72 

55 

55 

75 

121 

133 

121 

.& Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRD-7SB 674 G+ An Industry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much 

.& Stax SR Lambda Pro/SRM-1 

Technics RP-F10 

.& Vivanco SR606 

.& .& Vivanco SR808 Classic 

1239 E Extracts layers of information that ot11er 11eadphones only hint at. The SRM-1 has more edge than the SRM-T1 

100 A Another very comfortable sealed model, modest sound isolation and uneven sound favouring bass 

40 G+ Although slightly overblown at times, this model is easy on the aers and essentially enjoyable. 

55 G A new mid price reference from a new and interesting source. Good all round, no obvious shortcomings 

L
ast item in the hi-fi chain, to some extent the 

loudspeaker is merely the slave of what has 

gone before, capable only of reproducing a 

signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless the 

distortions (colorations and stereo effects) 

introduced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to 

be more immediately obvious than those 

anywhere else in the chain, so careful choosing 

according to taste is very important. 

The average loudspeaker consists of a smallish 

enclosure, much of which may have begun life as 

part of a tree, plus a couple of drive units hidden 

behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a 

simple electrical circuit known as a crossover, 

which divides the incoming (full range) signal into 

the right bits for the drivers to handle. Variations 

on the above formula are specifically identified in 

the entries. The designer's primary task is to 

balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how 

loud it goes for a given electrical input) against the 

Loudspeakers 
Product £Price Comments 

452 G Rich and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask fine mid/treble coherence and transparency. Entry level for all-metal drivers 

950 G Amongst the best miniatures around. shows exceptional mid focus and coherence. but is pricey and could be more agile 

1650 G+ Solid, authoritative and impressively accurate - if a shade ponderous and slow 

bass extension (how low does it go), shown as 

'bass from', for the given box s
·
ize. After that such 

subtleties as coloration (or lack of it) and 

dispersion come into the equation. 

Careful placement of the loudspeakers within 

the room is as important as the initial choice of 

model. See siting columns for guidance. For good 

stereo they need to be more or less the same 

distance from nearby walls. Models not ticked as 

'floorstanding' will require rigid stands. 

39x21 x26 28 84 

29.5x18x25 48 84 

63x26.5x37 23 85 

.& Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 

Acoustic Energy AE1 

.& Acoustic Energy AE3 

.& .& Alii son AL 1 00 100 A Loud and lively budget wall-mount is bigger and beefier than most of the competition, if lacking some subtlety and refinement 33.5x24x21.5 30 87 

118 

102 

86 

94 

78 

102 

Allison AL 105 

.& Allison AL 11 0 

Allison AL120 

Allison MS 200 

.& Apogee Caliper Signature 

.& Arcam Delta 2 

ATC SCM20 

.& Audio Note AN-E/B 

.& Audio Note AN-JIB 

Aura SP-50 

.& B&W2001 

B&W 2003 

.& B&W DM600i 

170 A- Pretty enough in appearance, sonically the AL 105 doesn't really make the grade at the £150 ask1ng pnce 

220 G- Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid forward, but bass IS extended and solid 

420 A Pretty well balanced if slightly mid forward, but sound quality is a little disappointing for the price 

220 A- Small and solid as a brick, this micro-miniature has limited bass and bright balance, but sounds agile and communicative 

3995 G+ Power hungry full range ribbon panels have remarkable transparency and delicacy. loudness and 'grunt' are a bit lacking 

300 G Pretty luxury compact sounds a shade forward and coloured but has dynamic and lively bass for its size 

146t G+ Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

1300 G+ Lovely coherence, great midband dynam1cs and transparency, extended bass and high sensitivity-- pity it's so darn ugly' 

799 G+ Light damping and local unevenness adds some coloration, but doesn't spoil the very lively, dynamrc and coherent sound 

400 A Two very tasty drivers rather outclass the cabinetwork; a capable but slightly dull compact stand mount 

120 A Cunnrngly concealing its (very real) limitations, this is just about the smoothest and best balanced mimature around 

190 A- Flashy and assertive ghetto blaster styling is not reflected 1n the rather bland, if well balanced sound 

t 80 A+ Smart cosmetics and a very even balance overall, but dynamically rather bland; amplifier current demands are quite high 

37x24x21 45 87 

40x24.5x22.5 28 86 

63x28x27 30 88 

25.5x14.5x15 50 85 

122x70x6.5 30 81 

37.5x22.5x27.5 40 87 

44x24x31 28 82 

80x36x28 20 91 

58.5x33x24.5 25 90 

40x22x25 

29x18x21 

43x21 x25 

35X20.5X25 

30 87 

48 87 

30 88 

25 88 

98 

t06 

81 

94 

86 

t06 

110 

126 

118 

122 

135 
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36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 1 EJ 
Telephone: 0272 686005 

FUTURE ATTRACTIONS 
By the time this advert appears we should have 

the following exciting items on demo. 
A) Electrocompaniet NEW super fidelity units; initially 
this will consist of the EC-4 line-stage pre-amp (£1460), 
it's matching ECP-1 MM/MC Phono Amp (£625), and 
the Ampliwire 1 OOSF Dual Mono Balanced 2 x 1 OOw 
Power Amp. (£2140). Class A performance during 
most operating conditions contribute to musical ease 
of the Power Amps. The units will be in the 'Larvikit' 
stone front finish as used on the Limited Edition 
Signature Units, but can also be obtained with black 
acrylic faceplate and gold handles. Gold plated 
RCA jacks and speaker terminals, as well as XLR's 
are standard. We are the first UK dealer to have 
these units - see also esoteric audio imports advert in 
this issue. 
B) Trichord Research 'Pulsar' Doe Outboard Power 
Supply improving even further the sound of this very 
popular unit. 
C) The Triangle TE60, which has impressed from the 
moment we heard it - near class 'A' sound, it does get 
hot - but sounds great on All our speakers. Now run in 
the complete E speakers are well worth a listen, 
especially for acoustic/OA22 fans. The TE60 is also an 
excellent Pre-Amp and is superb driving the Toca 22 
watt pure class A power amp into the Quad 63's. 

BRISTOL 
429370 

If an 

advertise 111 en t 
• 

Is ,,·rong 
,,.e "re here to 

put it right 

If you see an advertisement in 
the press, in print, on posters 

or in the cinema which you 
find unacceptable, write to us 

at the address below. 

The Advertising ' 
Standards Authority 

ASA Ltd. Dept 3, Brook House, 
Torrington Place, London WC 1 E 7HN 

THE BEST 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
Knowledgeable staff 

&first rate 

PRICES 
The strongest 
price promise 

in town:-

This is where we made our name! 

CD players, amps, decks, tuners and speakers from 

under £100 to over £1000. Hear any combinations 

on our comparator, then make your final 

choice using our home demonstration 

WESTON-S-MARE 
93 620500 



THE DIRECTORY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

.&B&W DM620i 

.& B&W Matrix 801 

.& B&W Matrix 805 

.& Bose 305 

Bose 401 

399 A+ Good material value, this compact floorstander has a beautifully voiced midband, less happy bass tumng 

3500 G+ Lacks the transparency of the best panels, and the drama of the best dynamics, but is something of an acoustic tour de force 

845 G Stylish, with remarkable imaging properties, good balance and low coloration, though less successful at musical communication 

430 G- A bit of an oddball, fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match more than make up for the strange stereo imaging and treble 

500 A Cheaply built but distinctively styled semi·omni floorstander suffers from heavy midbass but still sounds lively and open 

1650 A The pre-equalised multi-driver 901 is cleverly engineered to deliver exceptional loudness 

77x24x32 40 

77/99x56x43 <20 

89 

86 

42x26x22.5 30 87 

28x45x23 40 88 

78.5x30x28.5 28 89 

33x54x32 28 89 Base 901 MK6 

Boston HD5 139 A Tiny and pretlily shaped miniature has an attractive lack of boxiness, but is a little short of drama and dynamic drive 25x16x18.5 

50x28.5x42 

30 86 • 

.& Boston Acoustics SW1 0 

.& Cabasse Bisquine 

.& Cabasse Skiff 

.& Canon S-30 

.& Canon S-50 

.&.& Castle Chester 

.& Castle Durham 900 

.& Castle Howard 

.& Castle Trent 11 

.& Castle Winchester 

Castle York 

.&.& Celestion 1 

.&.& Celestion 3 Mkll 

Celestion CS135 

.& Celestion 15 

Celestion 9 

Celestion SL 12Si 

Celestion SL600Si 

Celestion SL6Si 

Celestion 300 

Dali 102 

Dawn Chorus FS 

Dynaudio Contour 1 .3 

.&.&EposES11 

.& EposES14 

.& Faraday FS1 

Faraday FS5 

Faraday Siren 

.& GLL Maxim 

Harbeth LS3/5A 

.& Harbeth HL-P3 

.& Harman-Kardon LS 0200 

Harman Kardon LS 0500 

.&Heybrook Prima 

.& Heybrook Quartet 

.& Heybrook Sextet 

.& Heybrook Solo 

.& Heybrook Trio 

Impulse H7 

Infinity Kappa 6.1 i 

449 G- Clever powered subwoofer system integrates well and improves system loudness and power handling 

600 G+ Classy French large bookshelf speaker has great coherence and dynamic grip, but a rather mid-forward overall character 

1500 G+ Large floorstanding three-way gives great sensitivity and bass extension with fine dynamic grip 

180 A+ Clever and unusual moulded design has attractive lively coherence, along with 'wide imaging stereo' effect 

250 A+ Only a small cone miniature at heart, the lascinating styling and extended sweet spot feature make it utterly original. 

650 G+ A brilliant throwback, using horn-type approach to provide startling midrange dynamics and coherence . 

35 NA • 

48x26x30.5 30 91 

1 00x30x36 25 92 

27x22.5x23.5 50 88 

30x24(diam) 48 84 

94x23x27 45 87 

280 G Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound- maybe too much so for budget systems 40X21.5X24 45 89 • 

999 G+ Ably fills the price/size/sound gap between Chester and Winchester; a spacious semi-omm with a nch, laid back balance 

190 A Very classy finish for the price, plus a sound that passes muster without setting anything much alight 

1499 G+ Unconventional and beautifully crafted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractrvely open and airy 

349 A+ Pretty little real wood compact has an engaging transparency, good balance and fine timing, could do with more authority 

109 A Pretty basic pertormance but at a very basic price- it all sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart's in the right place 

130 A+ Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 

139 A- Compact hideway passive subwoofer lacks serious bass extension; for high sensitivity speakers only 

389 G Big box and bang for your bucks, short on subtlety and control, but long on both enthusiasm and percerved vinyl wood grain 

269 A 
·
Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat bass-to-mid balance 

629 A Elements of fine sound quality, but thts 'grown up' SL6 variatron has a lumpy response alongside its improved power handling 

820 G Has certain remarkable qualities that some will find irresistible, but needs careful system and room matching 

429 A+ This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested. but really opens up on Slate Audio stands; favours CD 

104x23x35 

33.5x18x20 

114x24x47 

43x22x26 

27.5x16x21 

31x18.5x20 

52x19x34 

25 87 

50 88 

25 87 

30 86 

50 87 

45 87 

45 88 

1 03x20.5x25.5 28 90 

49.5x20.5x24 30 89 

53x20x27 50 85 

27x20x23 52 82 

37 .5x20x25 30 86 

1099 G Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness and transparency, but dynamics and timing are suspect, balance very laid back. 100x21x31 <20 86 

230 A Atlraclrve bookshelf model has fme midband locus and bass extension, but treble's a bit restrained and bass a bit detached 

698 G Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best 

t 199 G Heavyweight luxury finish bookshelf model has good scale and werght but is pricey and a btt ponderous 

395 G+ Integral baffle/driver to give a remarkable combination of low coloration, transparency and speed; bass is a bit shy 

595 G+ Substantial stand mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control System sensitive 

225 A+ Concrete box on a budget, works surprismgly well despite cheap dnvers, wood veneers here Direct sale only 

575 G Pricey and ugly, but with its own sonic charm, thanks to substantial influence of the concrete enclosure has upon the sound 

375 A· Interesting if ugly high mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combtnation 

119 A Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a very realistic price: a bit feeble 

539 A Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the betler for the recent update under our listening conditions 

479 G Very limited loudness but impressive full-range scale from uncoloured and very well balanced but time-smeared sub-miniature 

150 A Laid back to a fault but entertaining nonetheless, and a big box for the price 

300 P A mug's eyeful- huge box for the pnce with loadsabass but very little presence: unacceptably unbalanced, or high infidelity 

130 A+ Neat and discreet miniature delivers frne coherence, pace and timing, though balance is a trifle forward and bass a bit light 

555 G Beautifully presented and built large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 

1099 G+ Engagingly coherent and a highly analytical, partly due to drsttnct and t always comfortable upper-mid forwardness 

189 A+ Discreetly styled, sounds a little untidy in both bass and treble but handles complex rhythmic material much better than most 

359 G Same dnvers as HBS1 in prettier real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving if less committed sound 

785 A Ultra-compact horn has fine midband contrasts but very little bass and detached treble; gives amplrfiers a hard time 

995 A Good extension and laid back balance from high-tech drivers rn classy cabinet, but bass is fat and slow and dynamics unconvincing 

37x21x25 

91 x26x21 

38x20.5x29 

37.5x20x25 

49x22.5x29 

47x27x28 

46x27x26 

46x27x27 

26x17x20 

30.5x19x16 

31x19x17 

38x21x29 

105x21x25 

29x19.5x18 

41x24x23 

96x27x20 

36x23x22 

47x24x25 

87x15x30 

97x30x24 

30 86 

30 86 

28 86 

45 86 

25 85 

45 86 

28 90 

48 87 

30 85 

60 81 

23 82 

30 86 

22 91 

50 86 

48 89 

25 85 

28 87 • 

45 89 

45 85 

25 89 

SPALDINGS 
The South East's Leading Hi-Fi Specialists 
352-354 Lower Addiscombe Road Croydon Surrey CRO 7AF 

081 654 1231/2040 
Arcam, Audiolab, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Mission, Quad, Denon, Marantz, Ruark 

• 126 

81 

98 

78 

• 110 

86 

110 

• 126 

110 

• 122 

114 

102 

98 

135 

• 132 

122 

90 

110 

114 

130 

• 128 

• 114 

102 

66 

68 

94 

118 

114 

11 

122 

94 

98 

114 

102 

94 

122 

66 

118 

130 

• 135 

110 

122 

• 102 

90 

118 

• 132 

• 132 
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THE DIRECTORY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

Infinity Modulus 

A Infinity Reference 1 0 

Infinity Reference 20 

A Infinity Reference 30 

Infinity Infinitesimal sub 

Jamo 707 

Jamo Cornet 40.3 

JBL Control 1 Plus 

JBL L1 

JBL ti1000 

A Jordan JH400 

A JPW AP2 

A JPW AP3 

AA JPW Gold Monrtor 

A JPW Minim 

AA JPW Mini Monitor 

A JPW P1 

AA JPW P1 Vinyl 

AA JPW Sonata 

JPW Sonata Plus 

A JRT AD1 

A JRT AD1 Micro 

A Jordan JH400 

A KEF 104/2 

KEF K120 

KEF 030 

KEF 080 

KEF 090 

KEFAV1 

A Kenwocd LS-770G 

A Kenwocd LS-500G 

AA Legend it 

AA Linn Index ll/KuStone 

A Linn Kaber 

A Linn Keilidh 

Living Voice Air Partner 

A Lumley Monitor Reference 3 

Lumley Monitor Reference 4 

Magneplanar SMGa 

Meridian Argent 1 

Meridian Argent 2 

Meridian M30 

A Mission 753 

A Mission 760i 

A Mission 760i SE 

Mission 764i 

Mission 765i 

Mission 751 

A Monitor Audio MA201 

Monitor Audio MA 1200 Gold 11 

A Monitor Audio Studio 6 

A Mordaunt -Short MS 1 0 

AA Mordaunt-Short MS20 

Mordaunt-Short SW-1 

More! Bassmaster 602 

NAD 801MM 

A NAD 804 

A NVACube 1 

A NVACube 2 

NVA Cubix 

Naim IBL 

A Naim SBL 

A Neat Petite 

Origin Live OL1 B 

A Origin Live OL2A 

795 A+ Carefully conceived and beautifully built. Undeniably attractive in the mid and treble, it failed to handle the bass as well 

200 A An engaging and lively sound from a prettily finished and substantial small bookshelf size model 

300 A Well presented and balanced w1th good bass control, but somehow tacks convincing cohesion and agility. 

400 G Budget price floorstander has good overall balance and bass extension, but is rather coloured and uneven 

499 A Cute but pricey amplified subwoofer is too small to deliver real bottom octave grunt 

900 G- Superb styling and cosmetics but indifferent build and engineering quality; decent balance apart from detached basS 

130 A Pretty presentation and a strong box, but pocr driver fixing. Decent if bright sound 

250 A Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; highish price partly justified by near-indestructible Pro build 

479 G Gocd power handling, decent transparency and deep but current hungry bass from a compact and solid enclosure 

1500 G Ultra-engineered, beautifully crafted bookshelf model. Pertormance compromised by over enthUSiastic midbass output from port 

590 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightlul mid coherence 

180 A Offers real wocd veneer at a bargain price; pertormance is cleaner but broadly comparable to P1 Vinyl overall 

225 A+ Pretty good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character which is well suited to vinyl replay 

80 A Great sound for pound value through bass and midband, but the top end's rather coarse 

79 A- Very CIVilised but dynamically limited, the Minim is well suited to the smaller rocm and where limited loudness is acceptable 

60 A- Ultra cheap Richer Sounds special Is lightweight and short of welly, but a snip for surround sound use 

155 A+ Honest and basically articulate if not very sophisticated, resolution is good but can sound a little wearing in bright systems 

135 A A lot of highly competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that's unlikely to disappoint 

115 A+ Well balanced and integrated, offers fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood at a nearly silly price 

135 A- This luxury variation on the redoubtable Sonata theme features a metal dome tweeter: and isn't the better for it 

500 G+ A fair share of cosmetic deficiencies do little to spoil the impressive coherence and timing 

389 G Delightlul life and coherence, g1ves surprising impression of scale; some aggressive tendencies but very open to system tuning 

504 A+ Piano finish hexagon has single full range driver and controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightlul mid coherence 

1595 G+ A reference point for dynamics, preferred without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good stereo, high sound level 

169 A Physically pretty and sonically competent but undistinguished bookshelf size model has good sensitivity but limited extension 

349 A Fine focus from Uni-Q driver, but lacks drive and time coherence; acoustically smaller than it looks 

569 A+ Uni-Q floorstander has good stereo and fine midband coherence, but bass lacks extension, drive and resolution 

739 A Generous flocrstander has even balance and decent extension but fails to communicate excitement and rnvolvement effectively 

2499 G- Awesomely built, finished and powertul subwocfer lacks the subtlety and unintrusiveness for top class hi-fi applfications 

260 G Impressively communicative bookshelf model has fine vigour, scale and dynamics, if not the smocthest sound around 

30x18x26 

36x23x23 

46x27x24 

86x27x24 

34x34x34 

105x26x39 

32x20x22 

23x15.5x14 

40x21x25.4 

44x30x28 

45 84 

50 87 

27 88 

25 89 

40 NA 

25 88 

48 86 

50 89 

47 87 

45 89 

33x24x30.5 50 83 

43.5x25.5x26 45 86 

52x25x29.5 57 90 

27x18x18 

27.5x18x19.5 

27x18x17 

44x25.9x26.1 

43.5x25.5x26 

32x23x20 

32x23x21 

59.5x28x36 

28x17x21 

33x24x30.5 

90x28x41.5 

34x20.5x26 

73x19x29 

50 85 

28 85 

50 85 

60 89 

32 87 

55 86 

30 87 

28 86 

50 87 

50 83 

50 92 

45 87 

44 88 

85x24.5x26.5 45 87 

90x25x32 25 88 

43x56x50 

48x27x25 

<20 NA 

25 89 

500 G 

200 G 

374 G 

Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating and exciting sound; an interesting contrast to some lazier models 45x23x26 

Liveliness, coherence and fine information retrieval justifies the odd looking moulded baffle construction 37x21 x30 

48 89 

48 88 

Stand and speaker locks and sounds very gocd, gocd bass extension and control, fine dynam1c range. Clean, clear if a shade slow 

1298 G+ Dry, bright balance emphasises superb dynamic range and transient precision, but can sound unforgiving 

579 G+ Stunning timing and coherence and awesome bass drive, especially with ceramic plinth; sounds a bit shut in 

11990 E Formidable horn design with astounding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its idiosyncracies are compensated by sheer energy 

895 G+ Lovely free slander suffers from indifferent bass alignment, but is fast, coherent, solid and very informative indeed. 

44x21x23.5 

89x19x29 

83x20x27.5 

165x64x92 

87x27.5x28 

28 86 

25 85 

22 87 

40 101 

30 90 

375 A All metal diaphragm and real wood at fair price; balance uneven- upper mid fmward with suspect bass tuning 36x17x23 44 86 

668 A Tonally 'rich', in the right room it proved a satisfactory musical experience 122x48x4.5 56 85 

995 G+ Beautifully built, finished and shaped, has fine bass extension and virtual absence of 'boxiness'; needs a big amplifier 33x27x27 28 83 

875 G Beautiful high-tech 'large compact' delivers extended, smooth and neutral sound with fair speed. Slate Audio stands essential 48.5x21x29.5 23 85 

950 A Pricey active speaker, easy on the ears and worth considering especially where space is at a premium 38.5x18x32 40 NA 

700 G+ Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. Floorstander with lots of drivers that gives lots of loudness 90x22x30.5 45 88 

130 A+ Attractive little wall-mount miniature has livelier dynamics and bass drive than most of its type, but sounds as little shut in 29.5x18x20 48 87 

150 A+ Tweaked 760i variation is one the prettiest and best balanced babies around; a demanding amp load 29.5x18x20 50 87 

480 A Generous and handsome floorstander looks fine material value for money, but good scale sound has lazy tendencies 89x25x32 22 86 

680 A+ Big heavyweight floorstander has good sensitivity and bandwidth, but somehow tacks agility, authority and dynamic grip 1 02x25x33 22 91 

300 A Attractive luxury miniature has great sonic potential, but our our review samples have been marred by sample variations 32x17x27 45 86 

250 A+ Goodlocker with solid engineering sounds lively and coherent with plenty of power handling, but also a bit shut-in and coloured 40x22x26 40 89 

1200 G Pricey but classy floorstanding variation on MA800 theme; beautifully voiced midband, heavy midbass 93.5x17x27 28 85 

800 A+ Pretty but pricey metal diaphragm compact has clear and transparent midband but is ultimately lacking in vim, vigour and drive. 35x22x25 45 86 

130 A HHech baby has fine bass/mid integrity but the top end is less appealing 30.5x18.5x21 50 86 

180 G Sober 'bookshelf' model uses hi-tech plastics to deliver a notably good midband at a very sharp price- a fine all round compromise 36.5x21.5x22 40 87 

150 A- Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 

1200 G+ Superbly built compact stand-mount, did well in listening tests but suffers (enjoys?) upper midband peak 

100 A- A rather undistinguished sub-miniature with low sensitivity and indifferent sound quality 

320 A+ Good value compact floorstander sounds lively and coherent, but quite coloured due to uneven balance too 

720 G+ Attractive, semi-omni is very sturdily built, and gives an idiosyncratic but unusually open, spacious and informative sound 

480 G A rude but exciting miniature, with unusually accomplished bass capabilities for its size 

1400 G Too idiosyncratic for recommendation, the Cubix possesses remarkable bass extension for its size, but is tricky to optimise 

895 G This tiny flocrstanding wall mount delivers outstanding dynamics, speed and detail, marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness 

1708 G+ Impressive scale, full bandwidth, coherent, attractively discrete, coloured midband, very well balanced and agile 

525 G+ Far from pertect, but one of the most entertaining and enjoyable speakers around, colorations notwithstanding. 

290 A+ Pretty little miniature delivers a punchy and dynamic mid band, but costs quite a lot for the engineering on offer 

469 G Compact flocrstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big amp but enjoys hard driving 

24x58x25 

24.5x40x22.5 

27x18x18 

75x20x26 

33x32x32 

28.5x27x28.5 

40 85 

25 84 

48 84 

25 89 

52 85 

48 85 

60x32.5x32.5 28 84 

80x18x15-20 30 84 

88x26.5x17·27 25 86 

30.5x20x18 33 86 

31x18.5x22 

82x19x19 

45 89 

25 85 

86 

98 

102 

• 122 

• 128 

• 132 

130 

90 

121 

118 

106 

106 

46 

130 

82 

122 

59 

102 

71 

90 

86 

94 

106 

60 

106 

• 126 

• 106 

• 118 

• 128 

106 

118 

122 

90 

• 118 

• 114 

• 117 

106 

126 

46 

98 

94 

46 

• 114 

110 

130 

• 118 

• 110 

126 

135 

• 122 

118 

130 

135 

• 128 

114 

130 

• 126 

71 

82 

78 

94 

• 102 

102 

135 

• 122 
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THE DIRECTORY 

Loudspeakers continued 
Product £Price Comments 

Origin Live OL1 

Pioneer S-4UK 

Polk LS70 

Polk RM 1 OOOW 

.A. Professional Monitor Go LB1 

Professional Monrtor Go AB1 

.6. Quad ESL -63 

A Rega EL8 

A Rega ELA 

.6..6. RegaKyte 

.6..6. RELStrata 

.6..6. RegaXEL 

.A. .A. Rogers LS2a/2 

Rogers LS4a/2 

Rogers LS6a/2 

Rogers LS8a 

.A. Rogers Studio 3 

.A. Rogers Studio 7 

.A. Roksan Ojan 3 

Royd Topaz 

.6..6. Royd Minstrel 

Royd Abbot 

Ruark Templar 

.A. Ruark Talisman 2 

SD Acoustics Ribbon 

.A. SD Acoustics SD1 

.A. SD Acoustics SD3 

SD Acoustics SD4 

.A. SD Acoustics SD5 

Shahinian Arc 

Snell Jlll 

.A. Spendor S20 

Spica Angelus 

Spica TC50 

Spica TC50SE 

TDLNFM 

.6. TDL RTL3 

TDL Studio 0.5 

A TDL Studio 1 

.6. TDL Studio 1 M 

.A. TDL Reference Monitor 

Tannoy 603 11 

.6..6. Tannoy 632 

.A. Tannoy 607 11 

.6..6. Tannoy 60911 

.A. Tannoy Westminster 

Technics SB-EX2 

.6. ThieiSCS 

Thiel CS1.2 

.A. Totem Model One 

Vandersteen 2Ce 

Visonik David 6001 

.A. Whartedale 425 

.6..6. Whartedale De�a 30.2 

.6..6. Whartedale CRS3 

Whartedale Diamond V 

Yamaha YST-SW50 

.6. Yamaha NS 1 OOOM 

A Zyp A1 

499 G Luxury mm<ature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity to ach1eve remarkable bass extension for the box size 30.5x19x21 25 82 

250 A+ Carefully developed minimalist audiophile design has some vigour but suffers an intrusive upper m1d peak 37x21x28 50 87 

1200 A+ High sensitivity and lots of loudness potential, but in-room balance has far too much midbass boom, mid and treble are very laid back 96x31 x37 22 91 

349 A- Not a true subwocler at all. but rather the bass section of polk's elegant upmarket three box speaker system 31x52x33 45 90 

998 G+ Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass extension and sensitivity are both limited 53.5x18x26 33 86 

1600 G Bulky stand-mount transmission line has lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut in balance, and needs a big room 79x27x43 22 89 

2384 G+ This classic electrostatic may not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths that some can't live Without 92x66x27 34 84 

298 G Kyte drivers m compact flocrstander give more bass but a shade less coherence; good for small rooms and budget systems 75x16.5x21 55 86 

405 G Very compact floorstander w1th integral stand has serious coherence and dynamics, but a measure of brightness and untidiness 84.5x20x30 30 86 

198 G Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt 31x19x20 50 87 

499 G+ Outstandingly value and pertormance act1ve subwoofer adds serious bass unintrusively to any small speaker system 52x42x31 <20 NA 

1040 VG Locks good, measures well and sounds great too; balance is bright but even, with delightfully bass-to-mid coherence and timing 1 02x21x33 40 89 

229 G Balance is a bit warm and rich but 2a/2 has delightful mid-to-treble coherence and transparency, and more welly than Mk1 35.5x23x22 30 84 

300 A+ Civilised but a trifle lazy, this large bookshelf model hasn't QUite the timmg or agility to be particularly engrossing 43x25.5x25.5 25 86 

399 G Largish stand-mount is well built, measures well, good material value, but sounds a bit heavy and lacklustre 51x28x29.5 22 87 

499 A+ A miXed bag, with plenty of scale and welly but lacking the subtlety, clarity and agility delivered by some rivals 89x25.5x25 48 91 

450 G Pricey LS3/5A-derived wall-mount sub-miniature is excitingly coherent if a bit lightweight; no real loudness capabilities 31x19x17 30 83 

880 G Latest vanation on classic BBC-monitor theme locks old fashioned but has beautifully voiced, laid back sound 63x30.5x30.5 30 88 

895 G+ Squat, stylish and black, with unusual tweeter decoupling; great bass extension and flat but somewhat uneven balance 78x28x45 <20 85 

173 A+ Cheertul, articulate and essentially communicative miniature can also sound a trifle scrappy and shut in; well worth trying 30.5x20.5x19 50 87 

229 G Imaginatively packaged super-slimline floorstander. Not much welly or loudness but fine coherence and timing; a bit bright 69x18x12-24 30 85 

666 A+ Engaging and dramatic dynamics and fine transient coherence are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 83x20x34 43 88 

479 A+ Compact floorstander with striking baffle has decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bnght system 73xt9x27 25 85 

700 G Less Ideologically committed than some compact floorstanding rivals, its key strength lies in fine all round compromise 

2950 G+ Amplifier sensitive. Ribbon is a lively and loud hybrid marred by some colorations; some like it, others don't 

t 650 G+ A large scale, airy and unusually deta1led system with excellent dynamics. A warmer balance than original model 

399 G Port firmly blocked, the new SD3 has the ag>lity and charm of a quality miniature, with good bass extension but low sensitivity 

699 G Tall slim floorstander has fine balance, good bass extens>on and lovely open midband transparency 

1235 G Bass tuning and coherence suspect but forward midband is delightlully smooth: high class drivers include ribbon tweeter 

1062 G Unusual and occasionally wondertul small floorstanding omni; toe bright but exceptionally coherent and revealing 

770 G Dated styling belied by fine sensitivity and bass extension, and a lively if slightly untidy and not quite coherent sound 

579 G Mainta1ns Spender's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives. Bass is rather unconvincing. 

1295 A 

649 G 

A little bass shy and soft in the bass and lower mid, otherw>se tidy, extremely lively and fluid, if uneven overall 

This tr>angular-profile 'grown up' mimature IS a shade boxy and laid back but has good rhythmic and musical integrity 

849 G A heavily UK-modified TC50, the SE sounds less boxy and more spacious, but lacks some of the urgency of the standard model 

120 A- A disappo>nting underpertormer in our tests, at a price that's not very nice either 

400 A+ Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound With good scale and fine basic neutrality 

499 G Tiny floorstanding transmission line has good ag>lity but doesn't provide the coherence or even balance of Studio 1 

699 G Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached in presentation 

899 G+ Transmiss1on line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extens1on 

1999 G+ Fine solidity and good accuracy, with great bass extension. Needs a big room and can sound a bit lazy and a shade tinkly 

140 A- Pretty looking but altogether rather dull sounding mini-hexagon is less effective than larger brethren 

190 G Clever cabinet shaping avoids box111ess and promotes focus and imaging; fine bass extension but tricky stand compatibility 

220 A Large bookshelf, smart hexagonal box has line bass for the price, but treble sounds rather shut in 

295 A+ Large bookshelf size model with dual concentric driver has fine balance and scale with low coloration 

6000 G+ These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms 

200 A Nicely presented, well built and decent size enclosure sounds solid but somewhat dull 

1 069 G+ Luxury piano-gloss compact sets class-leading standards for coherence and communication, can sound a shade dark and shut in 

1219 G Elegant compact floorstander has fine balance and dynamic range, but transient timing and dynam1cs are less convincing 

995 G unerly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury m1niature sets the benchmark for its size 

1395 G+ This compact Amencan floorstander's elegant staggered baffle arrangement contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 

163 P Sharp styl>ng but the complex grillework worsens a sound wh>ch starts off with toe much top and not enough bottom 

200 A+ Large bookshelf size 505 he>r shows fine control and a conservat>ve balance ideally suited to quality systems on a budget 

t 00 A Has a bigger ma1n driver than many, and so packs a bit more welly and loudness. Coloration is rather obv>ous, but timing is good 

89 A+ Loads of fun� a remarkably coherent and l>vely pertormer at any price; pity it doesn't look prenier 

130 A Th1s miniature is smoother than most, but rather stodgy with it. inspiring little enthusiasm among our listeners 

199 A Bargain price amplified subwoofer is too small for serious bass freaks, but does a fair job for the price 

1200 G+ Living up to its monitor label, and tonally well suited to digital material, it's superbly crafted and capable of high levels 

199 A+ Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun, with surprising dynamics and fine wall-loaded room balance 

86x25x31 30 86 

152x30x(15-30) 30 91 

123.5x38.2x32 50 90 

38x19.5x29 25 83 

1 00.5x20x30.5 25 85 

112x20x30 30 86 

69x35x25 

58x33x25 

38x22x26 

24 85 

30 89 

25 83 

116.8x53.3x26 50 

40.5x33x29 55 

86 

88 

40.5x33x29 55 88 

27x18x18 50 86 

92x20x38 25 88 

55x20x30 40 85 

76x23x33 25 84 

81x23x33 <20 84 

118.5x30x47 28 85 

33.5x22x16 45 86 

41x14-24x23 25 87 

50x32x24 25 88 

50x32x24 22 86 

Huge 38 96 

48x23 5x27 20 86 

40x22x23 45 87 

94x27x27 30 86 

31x16.5x23 28 86 

1 00x30. 7x25.6 23 

20x12,. 13 130 

40x27x26 45 

38x22x17 48 

38x22x18 50 

27x18x20 50 

48x21x33 35 

67.5x37.5x32.5 40 

22.5x14.5x13 30 

87 

87 

87 

88 

88 

86 

NA 

90 

85 

106 

122 

• 132 

• 128 

110 

114 

60 

• 122 

• 110 

114 

• 128 

• 132 

106 

110 

114 

102 

118 

122 

• 132 

114 

• 135 

118 

122 

• 118 

81 

60 

106 

• 114 

• 132 

• 110 

118 

102 

60 

71 

71 

130 

• 126 

94 

78 

• 118 

66 

130 

135 

122 

126 

Col 

98 

114 

• 118 

122 

86 

74 

118 

98 

122 

114 

• 128 

46 

110 
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BE PART OF THE UK'S 

ORIGINAL CONSUMER 

ELECTRONICS SHOW 

In this, the show's 15th year, AV'94,will 

be bigger and far better than in 

any previous year. 

YOU CAN SEE THE BEST 

PRODUCTS EVER 

lNVENTED 

in Hifi, Television, Satellite, Homr 

Cinema, Camcorders, In-Car, 

Karaoke, Accessories and 

Telecommunications all on show and 

available to buy 

WHY NOT TEST THE 

WORLD'S LEADING 

BRANDS 

including Sony, JVC, Panasonic, 
iTrio Kenwood, Bose, Arcam, 
Wharfedale, Misson, BSkyB, 
Pace, Denon, Akai, Marantz, 
Harman Audio, Aiwa, Path 
Group, Sennheiser, Vivanco, 
Target Audio, TDK, Caliope, 
iThe AV Association, Apollo 
�enith Crown, Videotech 
Design, Midsat lntern.ational, 
Campower Remu, KRP Video, 
plus loads more. 

f3E THERE FOR THE 

lATEST PRODUCT 

lAUNCHES 

�nd apart from the huge array of 

state of the art goods on show, 

there will be 

I OOO's OF £££'s 

WORTH OF PRIZES 

FOR YOU TO WIN 

throughout the exhibition and 

ifAKE PART IN THE 

DAILY MIRROR 
,.."""" ............... .,...."" .. 

CLEARTONE 

Bolto n -Manchest er 
Rochdale-Wolverhampton 
Altri ncham-Walsall 
Wiga n -Gio uc ester 
B radford -Keig h l ey 
Brighouse-Birmingham 
Coven try-Wo r c ester 
Phone 0204 31423 for details 

SEE LIVE ON STAGf 

the finals and awards ceremony ol 

the highly prestigiou; 

BBC YOUNG BROADCASTER 

OF THE YEAR 

COMPETITION 

As with previous years there will be 

other attractiom 

COME A ND MEET FAMOUS 

CELEBRITIES 

And in case you were wondering hov. 

the professionals do it, you ea 

join in as the 

LIVE BBC BROADCASTS 

You can also take this opportunity tc 

MEET THE EDITORS 

and get independent advice or 

attend seminars held by 

THE UK'S LEADING 

CONSUMER 

ELECTRONICS 

MAGAZINES 

l 
including Ho!;lle Entertainmen�, 

Video Camera, HiFi Choice, 
Car Stereo & Security, 

Satellite TV Europe, 
Home Cinema 

For Tickets ring: 

Cleartone: 0204 31423 G-Mex box office: 061-832 9000 

Please send me: Tickets @ £2.50 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS P.HONE 0204-31423 
Please send this coupon to: AV'94, Cleartone, 235 Black.burn Road, Bolton Bl 1 8HB. Chequ 

& Postal Orders to be made payable to RN CLEARTONE LTD. For credit card orders phon 

0204-31423. *Discount tickets for Under 18's, CAP's, Students & Unemployed on productio 

of proof of status. CHILDREN UNDER 6- FREE ENTRY. 



Systems 

Systems 

S 
ystems is a generic title that we've chosen 
to describe any form of complete system 

package. Fundamentally what we're talking 

about here is midi and mini systems, you know 

those all singing all dancing, lights blazing systems 

that hi-fi snobs are allergic to. 

Sold on the basis of their abilitiy to play virtually all 

mediums at the flick of a remote control switch 

stack systems offer a plethora of features, and the 

dearer the system the more complex they tend to 

THE DIRECTORY 

become. With things like double cassette decks, 

multi preset tuners, CD players and graphic 
equalisers supplied as standard the big boys of the 

stack world offer such luxuries as Surround Sound, 

separate chassis for different components and 

occasionally a record player. They usually have a 

few line inputs for extra sources and a few are 
available without loudspeakers. As the latter are 

often the weakest part of a stack system buying 

good quality speakers separately will bring 

Product £Price Comments 

A Denon 0110/S 

Goodmans System 700 

A JVC Adagio G7 

A Kenwood HD-1 000 

Marantz 1020 

Onkyo L-909 

Philips FW91 

A Technics SC- CH950 

Tuners 

870 G Nearly hi-fi from pretty but pricey Silver stack; richer, fuller speakers would help 

600 A Separates flexibility and upgraeability in remote midi package; anodyne sound 

799 A Wondrous 2-speaker surround movie sound system, but a ver; uneven package elsewhere. Four by 20W output 

1000 E Mini lifestyle system, well built w1th minimalist facilities and exacting performance standards all round 

1000 G Component lifestyle system which is as elegant on audition as it is to look at 

1200 G Simple yet flexible lifestyle mini system suffers itty cassette deck set -up, but otherwise satisfies 

999 A+ Good lookmg and performing package rendered expensive by inclusion of DCC deck 

1000 A+ Classy if rather bland allrounder includes useful Dolby Pro-Logic AV capabilities 

Tuners 

T
he radio medium operates at a much lower 
profile than TV, but in areas outside pop 

music the BBC service is the envy of the 

world. Live Prom concerts can rival all other 

sources from a hi-fi perspective. 

Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi 

sound, though AM (MW & LW) are useful for 

certain transmissions in the UK. 
Something of a hi-fi afterthought, tuners are 

often selected merely to match a chosen amplifier 

cosmetically. However, the task they carry out is far 
from simple, combining the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The 

importance of the former will depend on local 

reception conditions, but money invested in a high 
quality outside aerial system is well spent. 

Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue 

models tune gradually (and usually manually) 

across the bands, and can have analogue or digital 

displays; they are often preferred for sound quality, 

Product £Price Comments 

Aiwa XT -003 

A Aiwa X T-950 

Arcam Delta 280 

A A Audiolab 8000T 

Aura TU -50 

AA Denon TU-260L 

A Denon TU-580RD 

Harman Kardon TU9200 

120 A- Economically designed and built in the UK, but trade-offs have a marked influence on FM and AM sound quality. 

150 A Decent enough performance all round given the modest price, though RF tweaks have limited value 

350 G+ Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average, remote £60 extra 

700 VG Unusually combines fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM); superb ergonomics are a joy to use 

300 G Tonally neutral, but with rather poor imaging and a certain woodenness to the sound. 

120 G+ Bare minimum of features. Careful designwork promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound, so don't overlook it' 

220 G Fine feature package including remote and RDS, plus excellent RF performance and decent sound quality 

219 A The listening panel appreciated its liveliness, but found it a little muddled. 

worthwhile improvements. The section headings 

for stack systems include size of the complete 

stack without speakers and rated output per 

channel - where a system has more than two 

channels this is indicated in the comments . Tuner 

presets and the existence of a remote control are 

self explanatory. A blob in loudspeakers shows 

that they supplied, an "o" indicates that they are 

optional. The final column is for those of you with 

records to play. 

37x27x33 40 30 125 

69x35x37 50 20 . 125 

42x28x28 20 40 125 

30x27x35 40 30 131 

22x42x32 30 20 131 

38x28x32 40 30 131 

37x26x32 60 30 125 

42x27x34 60 39 125 

and are certainly best for AM bands. Digital tuners 
offer convenient automatic tune facilities and pre

set memories. 
The 'Presets' column heading shows how 

many different frequencies a tuner can memorise 

for instant station access. FM, LW and MW shows 

which wavebands a tuner can access. 'Signal 

strength meters' are useful for aerial alignment. 

'Automatic tuning' means that a tuner can seek out 

signals for you. 

30 93 

24 129 

20 120 

39 120 

16 109 

20 93 

30 120 

32 109 

A Harman Kardon TU9400 

Harman Kardon TU9600 

JVC FX-362 

299 G+ Striking in appearance and with a sound to match, it comfortably exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM it's HK's best yet. 24 93 

Kenwood KT2050L 

Kenwood KT· 3050L 

A Unn Kremlin 

A Magnum Dynalab FT1 01 

Marantz ST -53 

A Meridian 604 

A Naim NAT01 

A Ouad FM4 

Quad 66 

A Rote! RT -930 AX 

Sherwood TX-301 OC 

AA Teac T- X4030 

Yamaha TX-350L 

499 G Good bass and detail. and good - perhaps slightly enhanced dynamics 

140 A· Disappointing all round performance- watch out for aerial input overload 1n strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecial 

150 A- Decent RF capabilities despite simple front end. Sounds a bit bright and ergonomics are a bit complex 

170 A Excellent RF performance and plenty of features including RDS, but did sound rather ordinar; under our conditions 

1995 E Controversially good sound at a ver; high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself 

825 G+ Although expensive for its fairly minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound makes up for what it lacks elsewhere 

170 A+ Sweet sound could well satisty audiophile sensibilities, but selectivity is not great 

1350 VG Unique digital convertor makes most sense in Meridian system context; smooth sweet sound with fine front end 

1453 E There may be better sounding tuners in the world. but we have yet to hear one 

434 G+ Ftne sound, excellent ease of use, good build and finish and a more than satisfactor; technical pertormance 

532 G+ Ver; pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Smooth sound but only makes sense in Quad system context 

175 G- A competent rather than exciting performer, with low audible interference though slightly compressed and muddled sound. 

120 A Lots of features and fine RF discnmination for price. Sound IS communicative but inconsistently tacky 

120 A Not exactly special, but still a well balanced, tolerable and capable allrounder at a ver; reasonable price 

130 A- Enticingly pretty and compact presentation but pertormance isn't great; beware of aerial overload 

24 109 

40 129 

30 129 

39 120 

80 120 

72 

59 129 

30 120 

50 

50 

19 120 

20 108 

30 120 

20 129 

40 129 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment .. ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) .. ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD .. ? 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming, 
Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Maiden, 
Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on
Thames, West Byfleet, Wey bridge, Windsor, Waking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cy rus, Epos, DPA, Barman Kardon, Heybrook, 
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Sy stemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rote!, Sony, 
Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the 
premises all the above brands (and others also). 

The �iBi Shop 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

0483 504801. 0483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



C
artridges fall into two groups: high output 

models, capable of working directly into 

most amplifiers and categorised as having a 

normal (N) output, and more expensive low and 
very low output models (L. VL). Stereotypically, low 
output cartridges use the moving coil principle of 
operation, have better mechanical integrity and 
tighter tolerances, and give better performance but 

THE DIRECTORY 

at much higher cost. With CD now the dominant 

medium many amplifiers are no longer equipped 

with the necessary phono input for a cartridge and 

a separate phono stage is necessary. Valve designs 
need either an extra head amp or transformer to 
cope with the low output of moving coil cartridges. 

Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very 
subtle, but even basic high output MM designs 

benefit in overall balance from optimised amplifier 

capacitance loading. The mechanical characteristic 

of cantilever compliance ('springiness') needs to be 

considered in the light of the effective mass of the 

tonearm, and to achieve a good match compare 
the effective mass requirements figures with the 

actual effective mass of specific arms. 'turntables' 
and 'tonearms' sections. 

Turntables - cartridges 
Product £Price Comments 

.6..6. Arcam C77 

.6..6. Arcam C77Mg 

.6. Arcam E77Mg 

.6. Arcam P77Mg 

.6. Audio Note 10 IIV 

.6. Audio-Technica ART1 

.6. Audio· Technica AT ·420E 

.6..6. Audio· T echnica AT ·95E 

.6. Audio-Technica OC-5 

Audioquest AQ 404i-L 

Audioquest AQ 7000 

Denon DL103 

.6..6. Denon DL 110 

Denon DL160 

.6. Denon DL304 

.6. Dynavector 1702 

Oynavector XX -1 

.6. Oynavector XX -1 L 

Empire Benz Micro MC·Gold 

.6. Empire Benz Micro MC-Silver 

.6. Empire Benz-Micro MC-3 

Glanz GMC-1 OLX 

.6. Glanz GMC-20E 

.6. Goldring 1 012 

.6. Goldring 1 022 

Goldring 1042 

.6. Goldring Elan 

Goldring Elite 

Goldring Eroica H 

.6. Goldring Eroica LX 

Goldring Excel 

Goldring Excel GS 

.6. Unn K5 

.6..6. UnnK9 

London Maroon 

London Super Gold 

.6. Milltek Aurora 

.6..6. Ortofon 510 

.6. Ortofon 520 

.6. Ortofon 530 

Ortofon 540 

.6..6. Ortofon MC10 Super 

.6..6. Ortofon MC15 Super 

.6. Ortofon MC3 Turbo 

.6. Ortofon MC3000 Mkll 

Ortofon MC5000 

Rega Bias 

.6. Rega Elys 

.6. Roksan Corus Black 

Roksan Corus Blue 

.6. Shure ME97HE 

Shure V15 VMR 

30 A+ A sensible moving magnet package w<th good bounce at a competitive price 

40 A Punchy sound quality with plenty of extra energy to liven things up. The solid body seems well worth the extra £1 0 

60 A Our sample had a disappointing stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound, with good 'scale' 

73 A+ Preferred to its cheaper partner by virtue of a better tip. Channel balance could have been better 

1395 E One of the best, giving 'an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity', needs a transformer 

850 VG Th1s IS a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well, offers very low distortion and exceptionally good separation 

36 A Better suited to pop recordings, this MM bears some of the sonic hallmarks of the Linn K5 

20 A Clear, dynamic if richly balanced, the magnetic '95E is a definite Best Buy 

130 G For the price, it's unusually effortless and detailed, but it tends to become rather relentless and tiring after a while. 

500 G+ Slight harshness detracted from the performance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge 

1295 G+ Stunning stereo imaging and good detail at low levels are spoiled by less-than-perfect tracking and high sensitivity to arms. 

100 A+ Good performance in bass and general 'life' is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle details. 

70 G Firmly recommended as a line all-rounder, this high-output MC model is likely to perform well in nearly all circumstances 

90 G Although listeners just prelerred the 11 0, its brother here proved a twin in lab tests and is still "thoroughly competent" 

200 VG Uncolored, detailed, neutral, superb tracking; top notch altogether, and a top notch bargain too. 

298 VG Clear, detailed, neutral and generally very informative - excellent 

698 G+ Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 

698 VG Very clear, very detailed, no troubles with tracking; response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm 

150 G Nothing is obviously wrong, but nothing IS stunningly right either. Safe, but perhaps a little too safe 

150 G Ultimately not the peer of the MC Gold is more appropriate to the sort of equipment it's likely to be partnered with 

800 G+ Offers a warmer and very transparent account of the music. Its tracking prowess is slightly limited 

80 A+ Beanng some of the hallmarks of the '1 OEH, the 'I OLX is still less competitive in the sonic stakes 

129 G+ Very good tracking, smooth sound and good detail. Very slight surface noise enhancement 

50 G Slightly harsh sound but plenty of life and quite good detail. Some very high frequency coloration apparent 

70 G As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved, though, and it goes well with electric guitar! 

90 G Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively, though 

20 A A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM that appears to be based upon the same body as the Nagaoka mm4 

200 G The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound possesses a certain dirtiness 

100 G- More confused and coloured than low-output LX, high output less of an issue these days 

100 G Not the most subtle cartridge in the world; can sound edgy at limes, but lively and informative 

549 G Errs on the warm and heavy side of neutral. Strong bass lines are its forte, but resolution of subtle treble details is weak 

600 G+ True high end quality in its lack of colorations, but tracking seems indifferent and high levels tend to sound rough and edgy. 

49 A+ Not as crisply focused as the costlier Linn magnetics, the K5 offers a smoother presentation 

98 G Linn threw this model into the leading pack by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus 

199 A+ Now manufactured under the London brand name this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 

339 A- Immediate and detailed, but very coloured, very nonlinear and questionable effect on records. Devotees swear by it 

299 G+ An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge 

32 G+ For the price, a good blend of virtues we<ghl, clarity and neutrality. 

55 A+ Very sensitive to load capacitance this new Ortofon maintains the company tradition for a lively, effervescent SO 

85 G+ Very clean and assured sound; transients not quite perfectly pure but plenty of detail. 

110 A Graced with FGII stylus but possessed of too high a compliance for broad arm matching. 11 could also sound a little unforgiving 

85 G "What a delightlully sweet-sound1ng cartridge this is . ."we said 

110 G+ A good all-rounder, with outstanding performance in detail retrieval, even if it can be very slightly bright and close-up 

110 G Not terribly subtle, but it obviously doesn't aim at that. The 3 Turbo is bnghl, cheerful and bouncy - take it as it comes' 

950 E Low levels of body resonance are a real ear-opener. Nothing to criticise elsewhere; one of the very best 

1500 G Review sample could not be fully run-in, limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, though 1mag1ng is excellent 

34 A+ Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the bias offers a gentile, refined SO 

7 4 G Clearly superior to the Bias, despite their common heritage, the Elys IS both more detailed, accurate and musically convincing 

130 G Recognisably related to Corus Blue, but d<slinctly more civilised and smoother. 

75 G Roksan-specified modified Goldring 1 012; slight harshness detracts from otherwise good sound. 

55 A+ lt won't turn a sow's ear of a turntable into a silk purse, but will at least keep going and produce an acceptable result 

220 A+ lllllial listening gave promising results, but extended familiarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a "shut-in" sound 
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MAIL ORDER 
Tel: 071 436 1053 
Fax: 071 63 7 2690 

Product List 
AIWA 

AKA I 

AR 

ALCHEMIST 

ALPHASON 

AUDIO ALCHEMY 

AUDIOSTATIC 

AURA 

B&W 

BEYER 

BOSTON 

CERWIN VEGA 

CONRAD JOHNSON 

GOLD RING 

INFINITY 

JAMO 

JVC 

KEF 

KENWOOD 

MIRCROMEGA 

MORDAUNT -SHORT 

MOTH 

NAKAMICHI 

ORIGIN LIVE 

PHI LIPS 

PIONEER 

PROCEED 

PROJECT 

ROT EL 

RUARK 

SANSUI 

STAX 

SME 

SYSTEMDEK 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

THORENS 

TOWNSHEND 

JBL HT1 
THX Speaker 

System on 
Demonstration 

NOW 

K A 

We also stock a large 
range of TV's/Video's 

from 

AKAI, HITACHI, JVC 
MITSUBISHI, PANASONIC 

PHILIP S, SAMSUNG 
SHARP, TOSHIBA 

M 

A large selection of 
PAL/NTSC Laserdiscs 

available now 

Boston 
THX Speakers 

on 
Demonstration 

NOW 

L A 

THE HOME OF ENTERTA INMENT 

TH-Xperience the JBL and 
BOSTON speakers through the 

highly acclaimed FOSGATE 

AUDIONICS Model3a processor 
in our sparse and comfortable 

demonstration room 

ACCESSORIES FROM: 

AKG, ALPHASON, AUDIOQUESl AUDIOTECHNICA BEVER, CABLETALK, 

FOUNDATION, FURUKAWA GOLDRING, IXOS, KONTAK, LYRA LVNWOOD, 

MONSTER, ORTOFON, QED, SENNHEISER, SONIC LINK, SOUND STYLE, 

STRAIGHTWIRE, STANDS UNIQUE, SUMIKO, SUPRA TOWNSHEND, XLO, 

VAN DEN HUL 

We now have the new 
Pioneer Laserdisc Players 

in stock. 

251 Tottenham Court Road 

London Wl P 9AD 

Harp Electronics Ltd 

237 Tottenham Court Road 

London 

Sharp XV 71 0 LCD 
Projector on display now 

WlP 9AD 

0 71 3 23 2 7 4 7 .____0
_
71

_
63
_

6 4_61 1-------' 
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Turntables- cartridges continued 
Product £Price Comments 

3200 E Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 

975 G+ This extended all the positive qualities of the '1 0 but added greater authority and scale worth it for the extra money 

1100 G+ Slight softening on transients was the only real flaw, but it didn't quite seem to have that special touch one expects 

1300 G+ Connected directly to any standard MM input it rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 

775 G+ A neutral balanced pertormer giving transparent midrange, fine depth and locus with firm extended bass. Gosh' 

275 G+ If woody mid range coloration could be tamed, the excellent imaging and admirable security would make it excellent 

S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity 

sound is all about, CD may offer silent 

backrounds and ftat frequency responses but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative 

timing that serious turntable users take for granted. 

Turntables at the cheaper end of the market (sub-

£350) tend to be supplied with matching tonearm, 

and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better 
quality is found at higher prices amongst the 

Turntables 
Product £Price Comments 

separate motor units and tonearms. Careful 

partnering and set-up is essential for these 

components, but 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

The columns show from left to right, 'arm 

effective mass' relates to cartridge compatibility 

with regard to compliance (springiness) and is 

explained in the 'Cartridges' introduction. 

'Suspended suchassis' - decks which have some 

form of internal isolation, generally in the form of 

1785 G+ Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in the top class and betlered by very few decks at price 

160 A Not wholly inspiring; generally coarse and wooly sound is at least not offensive, but easily betlered by the CS505·4 

6-10 122 

6-12 60 

8-15 84 

6-13 N 72 

5-10 60 

7-15 103 

springs but occasionally more solid materials such 

as rubber. 'Manual' and 'Automatic' refer to the 

operational tendencies of the deck/ arm 

combination - automatic high end turntables are 

as rare as hens teeth. 'Cartridge' - if one is 

supplied. 'Belt drive' as opposed to direct drive is 

the preferred method in most quality decks. An 

'Electronic PSU' offers switchable speed change 

and a 'smoother' power supply for better sound. 

13 79 

10 91 

200 A Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in balls, compensates with a consistently unmuddled presentation 10 103 

·-- 2000 G+ Beautifully made solid oak plinth, the Stabi also sounds very clear, detailed and extended. Stogi Reference is very capable. 

• 299 A+ Strong midband analysis and imagery, clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass 

. t.,;._..;;._�...;_..;_ 904 G Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc. still in top class, and bass tauter than of old 

· �.;;;..;.;;.,;;;;.:;>.::=;;;.. 2642 G+ The classic reference is improved by the Lingo but charming character remains. Ekos is well made and suited to many decks 

697 G Sweet and natural sounding player, well suited to Rega RB300. Aesthetics, and the acres of clear acrylic are very distinctive 

325 G A happy blend of qualities endows the stylish Syncro with a blend of subtlety and force - the mailed fist in the velvet glove 

1495 E Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

890 E The PT TOO with built in PS. Retains features of great transparency and neutrality. Review sample had highish motor noise 

185 G A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 

250 G A long time leader in its category, the '3 (with excellent RB300 arm) sounded nicely 'musical' in a balanced and coherent manner 

740 G Design is subtle, relined and easy on the eye. Musically it offers exceptional pertormance with a minimum of fuss 

235 A- The motor unit is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up tempo even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

230 G A high pertormance budget turntable which is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery 

388 G+ The acrylic platler'd IIXE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market, good resolution, dynamics and timing 

3763 E Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval. 

760 G Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas 

280 A- Refined and articulate sound with well focused imagery, suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges 

650 G- Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed 

• "=,.,. ___ _ 3368 E Halfway between standard and Reference Voyds with the latter's platter and bearing. Superb finish, colourtul and dynamic sound 

. """"';.;,;.;,;,;,;,;,;;.;.;.._ 5950 E Voyd's flagship, equipped wrth three substantial motors, a Lexan platter and brute PS. A strong contender for world's best 

1690 G+ Intriguing/challenging design. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artifiCiality that sets standards 

Tonearms 
Product £Price Comments 

490 VG S·shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack 

1000 VG Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 

1297 VG Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor lttok's strengths 

95 G+ The ultimate budget arm? Refined, detailed, sweet and natural 

139 VG Despite its modest price il sets exceptional pertormance standards and could be used on many high end turntables 

190 G+ Targetled at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arms in many cases- a trifle bright 

568 VG Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable, a highly neutral pertormer 

828 VG Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration 

1233 E Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standard for pivoted arms regardless of price 

12 91 

10 103 

10 103 

91 

NA 55 

NA 67 

NA 91 

NA 91 

11.5 48 

1t.5 48 

9 103 

12 115 

NA 103 

NA 103 

10.5 118 

NA 103 

11.5 103 

15 91 

NA 72 

NA C91 

7.5 67 

10 C86 

12 79 

67 

12 60 

11.5 60 

91 

10 79 

10.5 60 

10.5 60 
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Personal messages 
Big Rehd reminds Paul Messenger that musical communication 

skills are much more important than sound quality, upsetting a 

load of preconceptions along the way. 

Y
ou can read my relatively sober, 

balanced and reflective review 

of the Rehdeko RJ075 in EAR 2 

(free with this issue). This here person

al column is the chance to explain why 

I'm rapidly becoming besotted with 

the most exciting and invigorating 

speaker I've come across in more than 

a decade, with the subtext that 

Rehdeko's strange retro approach has 

very real qualities, which our some

what depressed little industry would 

do better to take notice of than sweep 

under the carpet and ignore. 

Yes you've read it all before. TI1e loud

speaker reviewer (lucky sod) gets paid 

to fall in love with something new on a 

regular basis, and there's no shortage 

of temptation scattered along the path. 

T11e problem is distinguishing between 

the holiday romance, where some

thing new and different might tickle 

the jaded palate for a while, and the 

real (truly, madly, deeply etc) thing. 

There are many speakers I could 

learn to live with happily enough; only 

a handful - like the three different 

large Tannoy variations I've been using 

these past three years- do I actively 

encourage to stay. But the impulse to 

get out the chequebook is about as 

common as cometary collisions. 

It's a matter of pure passion, and has 

nothing to do with good, all-round per

formance, or the ability to tolerate the 

deficiencies and limitations of any par

ticular model. It doesn't even have 

much to do with the state of the bank 

account. It's the shocking realisation 

that one's qualityof life would become 

impoverished if deprived of the mod

el's unique qualities. 

Resistance becomes futile and one 

tries to rationalise the inevitable flaws 

of the intended. This isn't too difficult 

over the short term, but the really hard 

-possibly impossible- bit is figuring 

out whether the irritating foibles are 

going to become more or less so over 

the passage of time. 

Big Rehcl is probably the most com

municative and musically informative 

speaker I've heard, but a decidedly 

fierce presence 'ring' which some lis-
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Big Rehd has been 
helping Paul get 
into Big Luke and 

the other delights 
of Radio 3, 

teners can't come to terms with at all 

can be horrid on some material (such as 

Dylan 's harmonica), while the balance 

is about as neutral as vermilion (taupe 

and magnolia fans be warned). Even 

more perverse, this speaker turns the 

last thirty years of accepted loud

speakerclesign wisdom upside clown

but that's a future column. 

It's ugly, inconvenient, costs a great 

deal of money, and does a rather bad 

job of various things which standard 

commercial speakers manage fine. But 

for me it does the one crucially impor

tant thing transcendentally well. It 

makes listening to music a whole lot 

more fun, which might be just the 

thing to shake hi-fi out of its doldrums. 

We reviewers pontificate on sound 

quality by discussing the ups and 

downs of balance, smoothness, bass 

extension and soundstage imaging. 

The Rehdeko experience renders such 

analysis ridiculous, completely miss

ing the wood for the trees. The nub is 

that sound quality is only relevant if it 

enhances musical communication. To 

encounter a loudspeaker with astound

ing communication skills alongside 

such dubious sound quality is a turn up 

for the whole acoustics library. 

lt all comes clown to timing. Timing 

so tight and precise that it captures far 

more leading edge transient informa

tion than any passive speaker I've 

heard, not least because it stops as 

quickly as it starts. Accurate tone 

colours and natural perspectives 

might be worth having, but grabbing 

these leading edges and preserving the 

spaces inbetween is far more impor

tant, as they contain all the vital infor

mation about how and why, rather 

than merely what note is played. TI1e 

consequences are a superb sense of 

poise and tension, temporally and 

dynamically, which SOITiehow seems to 

emphasise and clarify the crucial 'dif

ferences' which are the very essence of 

musical communication. 

In two respects Big Rehd reminds me 

of the active-drive Linn{Naim lsobarik 

system I used for much of the Eighties. 

Both remain exquisitely lucid even 

when played at the vety lowest levels, 

and always sounded unusually coher

ent when heard from outside the room. 

But don't believe what I say; watch 

what I do. Behaviour is the real proof. 

The last month I've been turning the 

TV off, shaking an embarrassing addic

tion to live televised sport, and got seri

ously into the Proms instead. And I've 

begun listening in during the day, too. 

I'm no classical agnostic, but previous

ly I've always found wall-to-wall Radio 

3 a thoroughly alienating experience, 

especially d uring the singing bits. Now 

I find myself relaxing and enjoying all 

sorts of stuff- even opera. 

My Piscean sense of balance urges 

caution, reminding me this is the hon

eymoon period, but deep down inside 

I know there's no turning back. I'm sim

ply having so much fun finding all sorts 

of new delights in an old record collec

tion, humming along, tapping my feet, 

even singing. So what does it matter 

that they sound like gigantic transistor 

radios? The fact that a tranny can often 

communicate as effectively as a high

end system has always been one of hi

fi 's more embarrassing paradoxes! 

One parting caution for anyone curi

ous enough to try the remarkable 

Rehdeko experience: the smaller nwd

els are also great communicators with 

the same fun factor- but can sound 

even more extreme and tranny-like 

than big 175. No pain; no gain! 



See your nearest dealer for 
a demonstration. 

SOUTH EAST AND CHANNEL ISLANDS 

ALDERSHOT 

BRYANTS HI Fl 

ADDLESTONE 

COSMIC 

AYLESBURY 

0252 20728 

0932 854522 

NORTH WOOD AUDIO 0296 28790 

BOURNEMOUTH 

MOVEMENT AUDIO 0202 529988 

BRACKNELL 

B & B HI Fl 0344 424556 

BRENTWOOD 

BRENTWOOD HIGH FIDELITY 0277 221210 

HI SPEK 02 7i 226303 

BRIGHTON 

POWERPLA T 0273 775978 

SEVENOAKS HI Fl 0273 733338 

CANTERBURY 

CANTERBURY HI Fl 0227 765315 

SEVENOAKS HI Fl 0227 462787 

CROYDON 

SEVENOAKS HI F1 081 665 1203 

EASTBOURNE 

ALPHA VlSION 0323 20646 

SMYTHE & BARRIE 0323 729192 

EAST GRINSTEAD 

AUDIO DESIG S 0342 314569 

FOLKSTONE 

V.J. HI Fl 0303 56860 

GODSTONE 

SURREY HI Fl 0883 744755 

GRAVESEND 

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT 0474 569601 

GUERNSEY 

TELESKILL 0481 22323 

GUILDFORD 

P.J. HI Fl 0483 504801 

ROGERS HI Fl 0483 61049 

HASTINGS 

CITYSOUNDS 0424 429991 

HIGH WYCOMBE 

B & B HI Fl 0494 35910 

HORS HAM 

MER ROW SOUND 0403 269329 

JERSEY 

SOUND E GINEERTNG 0534 21735 

MAIDENHEAD 

B & B HI Fl 0628 73420 

MARGATE 

V.j. HI FT 0843 226977 

NEWBURY 

B & B HI Fl 0635 32474 

NEWPORT/ISLE OF WIGHT 

RUSSELLS 0983 523864 

NOVE 

CHURCHERS 0273 324616 

PORTSMOUTH 

NOW THA TS Hl Fl 0705 811230 

READING 

B & B HI FT 0734 583730 

SEVENOAKS 

SEVENOAKS HI Fl 0732 459555 

SOUTHAMPTON 

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO 0703 252827 

SOUTHAMPTON HI Fl 0703 228434 

THURROCK LAKESIDE 

TWENTY TWENTY AUDIO 0708 891818 

TONBRIDGE 

STANDENS 0732 353540 

TRING 

TRING TV 0442 822450 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

SEVENOAKS HI Fl 0892 531543 

WATFORD 

SEVENOAKS HI Fl 0923 213533 

WEST WICKHAM 

STIRLING SOUND 081 777 9321 

WEYBRIDGE 

WEYBRIDGE AUDIO 0932 851121 

WINDSOR 

RADFORD HI Fl 0753 856931 

WOKING 

BARTLETTS HI FT 0483 771175 

WORTHING 

WORTHING AUDIO 0243 826355 

PHASE THREE HI Fl 0903 245577 

CD63 COMPACT DISC 

PLAYER 



Rotel RCD.-965BX 

CAMEPATH, 25 HEATH FIELD, STACEY BUSHES, 

MILTON KEYNES MK126HR TEL: (0908) 317 707 of sound that many high-end products 

wouldn't have a hope of achieving. This is 

a Best Buy with \<.J1obs on. 

Channel Balance 

Channel separation 

THO vs Level, OdB 
-30dB 

-60dB 

-BOdB 

Dithered, -90dB 

Resolution @ -60dB 

-BOdB 

-90dB 

-95dB 

-100dB 

zoHz 

0.0\dB 

92.6dB 

-95 SdB 

-79 rdB 

-srAdB 

-24.2dB 

-4.95dB 

Peak Output Level, L 
R 

Relative Output Level 

output Impedance 

1kHZ 

oordB 

101A dB 

- 93.6dB 

-76.7dB 

-47.6dB 

-240dB 

-11 .2dB 

-0.07dB 

-0.60dB 

-3.52dB 

-1.62dB 

-1 05dB 

20kHZ 

ooodB 

96.4dB 

-70 BdB 

-66.6dB 

-40.rdB 

-17.6dB 

-6.25dB 

-O.OBdB 

-O.B3dB 

-3 B5dB 

.o.95dB 

2.Q75V 

2.077V 

0.32dB 

20Bohm 

2.1rnV@ \1.3MHz 

0.9\dB 

-95.5dB 

55.2dB 
Rote\'s original RCD-865 whipped up a 

storm, especially from Ph.ilips which was a 

trifled miffed at someone else pipping it to 

the post with its own technology! A.nd 

then there were the golden-ea red review

ers who thought bitstream would never 

thtrd and fifth harmonic distortions that 

mark the 7320 family while extended hum 

products can be seen to influence the 

player's frequency response at low levels. 

Interestingly, the new 1Hz noise modula

tion test reveals the 965BX to be the \east 

affected of the group even i! figures for 

linearity and stop-band reiection are far 

Radio Frequency Spuriae 

1Hz Noise Modulation 

CCIR IMD, OdB 

suppression ot stop·band \MD 

Oe·ernphasis Accurac)l, 1kHZ 
0.04dB 

ooodB 

-o.ordB 

94 3dB 

93.\dB 

936dB 

Coaxial 

5kHZ 
16kHZ 

SIN Ratio (P.-wld), w ernp, QLSB 

wlo ernp, OLSB 

(Ton' state of the art. 
amount to much anyway. 

We know better now o! course, and so 

Sound quality 

There was no mistaking the calibre of this 

w/o ernp, 1 LSB 

Digital output 

Cr)lstal Clock Accurac)l 

Track Access Time (99) 

l)lpical Retail Price 

do the UK arm of Rote\ which has spent 

the intervening two years working on its 

replacement - the RCD-965BX. Visually 

it's hardly a departure from the original, 

though the satin-black alloy fascia witb its 

clear fluorescent display is a little softer on 

the eye. Extra features include index skip

ping which ioins tTaditional track skip, 

search, repeat, random and program play 

options. There's a new s\.imline ren1ote 

too, an attractive little handset that adds 

direct track access to the tally of widgets. 

Inside it's all change with Ph.ilips' new 

player, which was greeted with unani

mous applause from our panel. Yet it one 

over-riding feature of its sound struck our 

listeners, other than its generally engag

ing character of course, tben this was its 

sheer poise and elegance in handling all 

percussive sounds. Whether it was the 

lone cyn1bal from Mary Black's 

Co\urnbus, the harpsichord from 

Pache\bel's Canon, or tbe vibes and per

cussion from Marty Paich, all possessed 

an uncommon delicacy and clatity. 

_,,.� � 
10 oO ti� 

rn£oUENC'f \i<.Hll 

SM7323 PDM DAC replacing the 

SAA7320 used before. The 7320 family are 

all single-ended oACs using a total of 256 

times oversamp\ing and second order 

noise-shaping. Nevertheless the 

SAA7323, with its 352kHZ dither, is much 

closer i.n execution to the 7320 than the 

intermediate 7321. 

This sense of control and integration of 

even the most complex passages seems 

almost intuitive, for though the music has 

. 

+B.8ppm 
secs 
ooo 

Meanwhile Rote\ has a completely new 

and wbolly symmetrical board layout for 

tbis combination of SM7310 decoder, 

SM7323 DAC and analogue filter. 

a comfortable 'at hon,e' feel, the overall 

presentation is far [Tom over-civtlised or 

dusty. Our listeners complin,ented the 

player for its bubbly but incredibly refined 

performance, the music sparkling with 

enthusiasm and vitality but always tetn· 

pered with a remarkably realistic sense of 
fiQ �· 

-----------------
' -----FAEOUENCY (HI.l 

Lab report 
This player conforms to accepted stan-

dards with a nominal 2V output, though 

proportion. 

More importantly, although our listen-

ers were duly impressed with its technical 

proficiency, they were utterly transfixed 

by the sheer conviction and passion of the 

music itself. 

Conclusion 
Every group test bas its star performer 

llll[l Rtll·'i#il 'N\IIlllilJ\1'\l\ 
•1"1/f<' 

Phone orfax 
Rotel UKfor 
brochures and 
a nationwide 
dealer list. 

its performance elsewhere is still far from 

conventional. \n particular although tbe 

SM7323 DAC avoids the sporadic high

level idle tones of the SAA7320, various 

fixed signals, including the CLV reference 

tone of 7.35kHz, are still present. This 

drone is visible on t\le -70dB plot and, nat

urally enough, compromises the signal

to-noise ratio to the tune of about 5dB or 

Meanwhile the 3D plot highlights tbe 
so. 

and, this time around, it's Rote\ that car

ries home the honours. The RCD-965BX is 

a shrewdly balanced player, equipped 

with a sensible range of facilities, solidly 

built and engineered t6 produce the sort 
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