




ditoa-'s 
Chai .. 

Stan Vincent has a religious experience in Denmark, encounters 

the late, great Jim Morrison, and gets all wrapped up in tape. 

I 
t's a hard life being the Big Cheese 

on Hi-Fi Choice. Tough assign

ments are the name of the game, 

such as the arduous trip I had to 

undertake at the beginning of 

August. Civilised Denmark was the desti
nation, and hospitality was provided by the 

exceptionally agreeable executives of 
Audio Nord a/s. This is the company which 

owns 90 per cent of NA D, 50 per cent of U S  

speaker manufacturer Snell Acoustics, and 

its own speaker company, Danish 

Loudspeaker Industries (DALI). 

Listening And Scoffing 
Naturally, the UK visitors were pressed to sam

ple local victuals, and very good they were too; 
but by far the zenith of the trip was a whole 
afternoon spent auditioning DALI speakers 

in a superbly-appointed listening room. And 
just as the standard of living in Denmark puts 

shabby Britain to shame, this session was a cut 

above the average demonstration. 

There was music by the ton. I had my Case

Logic wallet full ofCDs; they had flight-cases 
full ofthethings. We tookaneclectictourround 

rhe outer limits of the musical galaxy, and 

although we were ostensibly checking outone 
current DALI speaker and two prototype 
designs, we ended up establishing a EC com
mission on musical faves and follies. Thanks 
to the services of some seriously revealing 

equipment, I came away with a stack of new 

listening notes on albums both familiar and 
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unfamiliar. Some brief technical points:DALI 

speakers are engineered for speed of response, 

and they have brought to bear some radical 

thinking on dome tweeter design-fabric is 

favoured over metal, ferrofluid is out, and the 
centre of the dome is specially sealed to rein

force a latent weak spot. On the evidence of 

what we heard, they have achieved thei rgoals. 

Eat My Drums 
We listened to two 'conventional' enclosures: 

the model450 (£699), and a prototype high

end two-way, on the end ofaKrell-eating Dali 

pre-powercomboandanold-but-goodDenon 
CD. I won'tgetbogged down in specifics about 
each unit, but I'll remember them for the music. 

One disc stands out: Chick Corea 's Paint The 
World. This is a typically chromium-plated 

GRP release (97412 ), and not the kind of thing 

that I'd normally put on heavy rotation; but 

I used to be a drummer in a former existence, 

and this platter contains some of the mostseri

ous double-kick-pedal-action I've heard for 

a long time. However, the really impressive 
element of this demonstration was the cym

bals. What makes a cymbal sound convinc

ing is how authentically it dies away, and this 

guy's ironwork died away with more convic

tion than the late Kurt Cobain. 

Holy Megalines, Batman! 
When we were done with the 'little' speakers 

they hit us with theMegalines. Theseareeight
foot rall prototypes: hybrids, with electrosta
tic high-frequency units and conventional 
pistonLF units. Wewereexpectingto be blown 
away by sound, but instead we were enveloped 

-as Audio Nord proprietor Peter Lyngdorf 

asserts, "you just hear much less of the room 

with a 'line-source' speaker system like this". 

You want resolution? You might hear 

more than you wereexpectingwithenclosures 

like these. For example, there's a Denon 

recording of Eiiahu lnbal conducting Mahler 
Il (CY-73148) which found its way into the 
CD machine. After a few seconds it sounded 
like someone in the room was making a very 
bad attempt to hum along to the music -in 

fact it was old Inbal himself, grunting along 

whilewindmilling his baron. Apparently a group 
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of Den on engineers heard their recording on 

this system and ran for the hara-kiri swords. 

The Ceremony Is About To Begin 
Things gotscarierstill. Peter Lyngdorfdug out 

a bog-standard-lookingCD ofTheDoors' LA 
Woman (Eiektra EKS 750011-2),andscrolled 

through to Light My Fire. We expected hiss 

and band limitation, but instead we got The 

Lizard King, physically manifested in full 
leather-kekked glory. Jim and pals arose 
beforeusinoneofthemostSatanicsoundstages 
I've ever heard- cheesy organ and tremelo 

guitar, la ye red overtha t bad ol' thunderstorm 

with impossibly good three-D perspective. Only 

Beelzebub himself does mixes like that. Only 

speakers from God can play them back. And 

it j ustgoes ro show that 'a udiophile' pressings 
don't always have the last word in fidelity. 

Tape, Tape & More Tape 
By now, UK readers will have checked out the 
free353 tape affixed tothismonth'scover. We're 

sorry that we couldn't offer one to overseas 
readers as well, but everyone will be able to 

enjoy our annual blank tape supplement, 

which is free with next month's issue! � 
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THE FRONT END 

YOU DON'T NEED NO GNN WHEN YOU'VE GOT MALGOLM STEWARD AND THE LATEST-BREAKING HI-FI NEWS! 

DCC delivery 
Billed as the complete digital home recorder, the DCC730 is Philips latest DCC deck. 
Priced at under £250, this full-sized player offers 18-bit recording through optical and 
coaxial inputs- and through a microphone jack, bootleg fans. 

The new deck promises faster track access courtesy of its Turbo Drive system, and 
sophisticated track editing and tilling facilities for home recordings. Naturally it also pro
vides backwards compatibility with analogue cassettes, for which it offers Dol by B and C 
noise reduction. Its main claim to fame, however, remains the 18-bit d-a circuitry, which 
we're told gives higher resolution, improved dynamics and less background noise than 
regular 16-bit systems. Features such as the Append key, which spools to the end of a 
recording on a partially used cassette before engaging the recording circuitry, aim to pro
vide ease-of-use and convenience. e (0181) 689 2166 

Philips' DCC730 pulls up to the bumper. 

HI-FT CHOICE 

The Glorious 

Fourth 
Now available f rom your 
local KEF stockist is the 
Model Four, which occupies 
top slot in the company's 
Reference Series. This tech
nologically advanced heavy
weight is a four-way design 
employing six drive units. 
These include a fourth gen
eration Uni-Q driver com
prising a 160mm midrange 
and coincident 25m m 
tweeter, two r ubber isolated 
lower midrange units, and 
two long-throw 250m m  
bass drivers mounted within 
a complex enclos ure. 
Computer-matched, high 
order crossover networks 
with gold plated bi-wire ter
minals integrate this exten
sive array of drivers. 

The cabinet design 
includes KEF's coupled cav
ity technology, which feeds 
low f requencies into the 
room through a large diame
ter port, and interport 
vented sub enclos ures to 
extend the bass and keep it 
clean. The front baff le, 
which holds the Uni-Q dri
ver and the decoupled lower 
mid range units, is contoured 
and mineral filled. 

Prices for this prestigious 
floor-slander vary according 
to finish b ut start at 
£2,999 for Black Ash. 
e (01622) 672261 

In brief 

Quad and Spendor have reached 

an outline agreement that will 

see Spendor manufacturing an 

exclusive range of loudspeak

ers to partner Quad electronics. 
e (01323) 843474 

Former NAD and Arcam designer, 

Chris Evans, has teamed up 

with his brother David to form 

Evans Electronic International. 

The company provides design 

and manufacturing services for 

independent and multi-national 

hi-li concerns. 

e (01705) 231832 

Retailer Audio Excellence has 

opened a new branch in 

Chester. This, its fifth shop, can 

be found at 86/90 Boughton. 

e (01244) 345576 

Improved production techniques 

have allowed Roksan to drop 

the prices of its Attessa CD 

player system. The DP2 trans

port now costs £995, the DP-2P 

player £1295, and the DA2 DAC 

with OS5 power supply £795. 
e (01895) 436384 

You can win your height in COs 

when you buy a five-pack of 

Scotch BX, CX or XSII C90 audio 

cassettes. This scratch card 

promotion runs until the end of 

this year. 

Uxbridge Audio's annual Linn 

turntable clinic begins on 

Monday 4 September and con

tinues until Friday 8th. There 

will be musical evenings on the 

5th and 7th featuring the Karik 

CD player. e (01895) 465444. 
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A second 63: the 

Signature 63 
Marantz has a load of additions to its product ranges in the closing quarter of 1995. In its audiophile catalogue there are 
two new CD players, the CD17 and the CD63 Ken lshiwata Signature. The £799.90 CD17 features a fully floating 
CDM12-3 transport mechanism and a DAC-7 Bitstream converter housed in a rigid, steel-frame chassis with copper 
plated cases screening sensitive areas of its circuitry. The exact specifications for the £499.90 CD63 Signature were 
being finalised as we went to press, but this tweaked version of the popular budget player is likely to have revised power 
supply arrangements, a copper plated chassis and high grade components fitted in critical areas. For the less well heeled 
audiophile, the Mark 11 iteration of the standard issue CD63 should appear in the shops during September at £269.50. 

Expected in November is the gold-finished SC-5/SM-5 Reference pre/power amplifier combination. The £7,000 SC-
5 will come with a BB-5 battery power supply that also drives the input buffer and pre-driver stages of the £5,000 SM-
5 power amplifier. This high powered design will deliver 100Watts into eight Ohms and double its output power into a 
four Ohm load. e (01753) 680868 

Sennheiser 
mountain 
Sennheiser is celebrating 
its fiftieth birthday with a 
limited edition headphone, 
the HD-580 Jubilee. Based 
on the company's flagship. 
dynamic model, the 
Jubilee uses a carbon-fibre 
frame and forks along with 
black stainless steel grilles 
to reduce structural reso
nance. Into this assembly 
Sennheiser bolts selected, 
pair-matched Duofoil dri
vers. Each pair of head
phones is then tested 
before picking up its 
£229.95 price ticket. 

Continuing the com
pany's estimable after
sales service tradition, the 
Jubilee is designed so that 
users can easily replace 
components that suffer 
wear and tear, such as the 
velvet earpads and 
the connecting cable. 
e (01628) 850811 
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Vinyl oriented AVI 
AVI has updated its S2000MP remote controlled 
preamplifier to incorporate an optional phono 
stage, reflecting the renewed interest in vinyl being 
shown in the UK. The new S2000MP+P comes 
with a phono stage alongside five line-level inputs 
while the S2000MP has six line inputs. it's possi
ble to upgrade a new S2000MP to S2000MP+P 
specification. 

The S2000MP+P phono section is all-discrete 
and compatible with both moving coil and moving 
magnet cartridges. AVI claims it offers 'massive' 
headroom to avoid the instability and latching-up 
problems associated with many ICs when they 
encounter high level transients. This enhanced sta
bility also results in a subjectively lower level of 
vinyl surface noise. A separately screened power 
supply feeds the class A circuit . 

The line-level S2000MP costs £799- includ
ing a remote control handset - while the 
S2000MP+P costs £999. e (01453) 765682 

THE FRONT END 

Bring the 
family 
The D-17 is Denon's latest mini
separates, life-style system. Clad 
in a metallic silver finish, this 'fam
ily-friendly' combo can be bought 
with or without the UK designed 

Denon SC-M2 bookshelf speakers. 
The system is based around 

the UDRA-77 receiver, which com
bines an RDS tuner with a five
input, 30Watt amplifier. Its in-built 
clock timer allows unattended 
recordings to be made in conjunc
tion with the UDR-77 cassette 
deck. This drawer-loading, auto

reverse machine has Dolby Band C 
and provides one-touch recording. 
The UCD-17 CD player makes use 
of Denon's 18-bit super linear con

verters. 
The D-77 system costs 

£719.99 with SC-M2 speakers or 
£649.99 without. 
e (01753) 888447 

Home cinema 
simplified 
Polk promises to end the confusion 
of shopping for home cinema sys
tems with its power- and timbre
matched M and RM packages. 

The M solution consists of two 
pairs of M311 speakers for front and 
rear duties, a shielded M3C centre 
channel speaker and a PSWJOO 
powered subwoofer. Package price 
is £999.90 in either white or black. 

The £1,299.90 RM comprises 
two pairs of RM200011 satellites for 
front and rear with an RM2500 for 
the centre channel. Again the 
PSWIOO powered subwoofer takes 
care of bass. Finish choices are 
black or white with the centre chan
nel available only in black. 
e (0 1727) 827311 
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THE FRONT END 

An integrated 
Profile 
Three new home cinema 
speakers have joined the hi
li models in Tannoy's Profile 
series. There are two centre 
channel speakers, the 621 
and the 622, and the 628 
rear speaker. The new mod
els have been designed to 
integrate with their hi-fi sta
ble-mates to enable Profile 
owners to move easily from 
hi-fi to home cinema. 

The compact Profile 
621 aims to combine high 
performance with low cost 
using a five-inch ICT'" drive 
unit. Fully magnetically 
screened, the 621 is housed 
in an irregular cabinet with 
contoured edges to reduce 
coloration introduced by 
standing waves and diffrac
tion. lt sells for £100. The 
£180 Profile 622 is 
intended for more demand
ing home cinema rigs and, 
like the 621, uses the latest 
version of Tannoy's 6.5inch 
Dual Concentric unit. 
Bringing up the rear- liter
ally- is the slim-line Profile 
628, a pair of which will set 
you back £150. 

Tannoy now has two 
complete Profile speaker 
systems using these new 
models. The £550 Screen 
One package consists of a 
pair of 633s, a 621 and a 
pair of 628s. The £880 
Screen Two uses 637s as 
the main stereo pair with a 
622 centre and 628 rears. 
You can add the ALF 625 
powered subwoofer to either 
system for £595. 
a (01236) 420199 

HI-FI CHOICE 

Alto malic 
for the 
speaker 
The release of the Alto loudspeaker means that 
Audio Innovations can now offer style-conscious 
buyers a complete Alto system. The new £329 
speaker features a grille whose shape mirrors the 
idiosyncratic form of the distinctive Alto amplifier 
and CD player. In other respects the Alto is quite 
conventional, being an efficient (88d8) compact 
two-way with a forward facing reflex port. A sim
ple, hard-wired crossover marries its Peerless 
drivers to provide optimum dynamics and an 
easily driven load. Si-wiring or bi-amping is pos
sible through gold-plated terminals. The speaker 
comes in a satin black-lacquer finish, and we 
don't hold much hope of seeing a chromium 
plated version to match the electronics. Talking 
of which, Audio Innovations suggests the 
promised Alto tuner should put in an appearance 
during January 1996. a (01305) 761017 

Audiophile swag busters 
BADA is stepping in to help unfortunate hi-fi fans who wind up in trouble with insurance settlements following a bur

glary. lt seems that some insurance companies prefer to provide replacement items rather than cash if there is a 
claim, shipping them direct to the insured. BADA points out that this doesn't allow for the proper set-up and instal
lation that many components require. it's also concerned that in the case of an older, irreplaceable model being 
stolen, insurers often replace it with another that's not properly matched to the customer's system. 

To counter these problems BADA dealers will provide their customers with insurance valuations free of charge 
for goods they have supplied that are subsequently stolen. They will suggest and demonstrate suitable components 
where direct replacements are not available. They will also mediate with insurers and try to obtain the most apprC�
priate replacements, ensuring that the customer's BADA benefits and guarantees are maintained. BADA itself will 
help with the negotiations if the customer and dealer encounter problems. 

Blaggers, however, should warned that BADA won't knowingly support fraudulent or dishonest claims. The 
BADA Helpline is open to its members and their customers. a (0171) 226 4044 

In brief 
Errata! In September we reviewed 

the Shun Mook Isolation 
Platform. But we didn't print a 
contact for the distributor 
which is: Audiofreaks, 15 Link 

Way, Ham, Richmond, Surrey 
TW10 7QT e (0181) 948 4153. 

The Moth Group has two new tim

ber-frontad Thirty Series power 
amplifiers. The £549 60Watt 
Stereo comes in two enclosures 
-one for the amplifier and 
one for its power supply. The 
£879 100Watt Mono comes in 
three- one for each amp and 

one for the power supply. e 

(01234) 741152 

Watch out for some eclectic COs, 

LPs and videos coming from 

B&W Music, documenting B&W 

chairman Robert Trunz's meet
ings with musicians in South 
Africa last year. The press sam
pler CD of rough mixes suggests 
some hot sounds are coming. 
e (01903) 816700 

Mordaunt-Short has produced a 

full home cinema package 

using five of its popular CS-1 
speakers partnered by the ded
icated SW-1 subwoofer. The all
in cost is £399.99. a (01705) 
400099 or e-mail 

100144.1407@compuserve.com 

Julian Vereker, founder and 
Managing Director of Nairn 
Audio, has been awarded an 
MBE for his services to Britain's 
export industry. Nairn, which 
has offices in Salisbury and the 
USA, was the first of his enter
prises to receive the Queen's 
Award for Export Achievement 
in 1985. Around fifty per cent of 
the company's products are 

sold abroad in twenty-six coun

tries. This year another of 
Vereker's companies, Brompton 
Bicycle Ltd., received a Queen's 
Award for doubling the world-
wide sales of its folding bikes. .,_. 
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THE FRONT END 

Sound & Vision 

London 
Whel'e? 
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, London W1 
S(0171) 262 1234 

When? 
Friday 22nd September 2.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
Saturday 23rd September 10.00 am - 6.00 pm 
Sunday 24th September 10.00 am - 5.00 pm 

Bow Much? 
£3.50 each; kids under 16 free. 

What's Happening? 
First and foremost, you'll be able to visit your pals from The 
Finest Hi-Fi Magazine In The World. In the luxurious Choice 
suite, we'll spin the platters that matter, through some of the 
best-sounding hi-fi we've encountered in 1995. 

In addition, we'll be offerin"g special show discounts on 
copies of the magazine, subscriptions, and a selection of our 
exclusive accessories. You might even fall into discourse with 
one of our resident hi-fi gurus, so prepare your questions 
well. Just don't ask to use the coffee or tea-making facilities. 

If you can drag yourself away from our attractions, you'll 
find a whole host of hi-fi and home cinema heroes (39 com
panies, at the time of going to press). The likes of Audiolab, 
B&W, Linn, Mana, Meridian, Musical Technology, Nairn and 
SD Acoustics will be offering their own British approach to 
ear-satisfaction, while fans of large heatsinks can tap 
Absolute Sounds for the imported alternative. 

A full-body bass-massage can be experienced courtesy of 
REL or, for those of firm constitiution, Cerwin-Vega. On the 
home cinema side, Mission will be launching their first 'sur
round-sound' product, and similar five-channel vibes will be 
heard from Arcam, Yamaha, Mirage, Carver and JPW. 

Cable fans! Don't forget to check out The Chord 
Company, QED, Puresonic and lxos. All in all, it's a right riv
eting day out for the whole family. 
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Freedom- is the Vivanco range of cordless infra-red headphones. 

The unconditional freedom to be on the move as you listen to your 

hi-fi system or TV. 

Technically developed to give audiophile quality, the latest advances 

in infra-red technology provide a sound transmission 

through the full spectrum of Hi-Fi sound. 

Designed to fit your listening lifestyle, three 

models hav e a transmitter with a charge 

function which ensure the headphones are ready 

to go when you are. All are easy to use and are 

light in weight, with soft ear cushioning for 

hours of sounds in comfort. 

From £40 to £140 Vivanco infra-red headphones 

are the unplugged way to live. 

IR 6500 " ... you can move around in full juicy stereo completely 

unencumbered by wires ... the quality really is remarkable ... " 

- London Evening Standard, Mar '95 

IR 6000 " Competes well in terms of performance and features 

with. .. expensive .. models" 

- What Home Entertainment, Feb '95 

IR 7600 " ... they give an enjoyable, relaxing listen. They also have a 

great bass for pounding dance music" 

- What Hi-Fi?, Jun '95 

JR 5000 " Good value for money" 

- What Home Entertainment, Feb '95 

Call 01442 231616 for more deta Is . 
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MALGOLM STEWARD LISENS TO THIS MONTH'S HOTTEST NEW HI-FI - OUCH! 

For the interior 

designer, 

Micromega's 

Concept system 

looks as good as 
it sounds ... 

Micromega Concept system 
I'm probably nor the only audiophile 
who is grudgingly becoming more 

house-proud as he (or she) gets 
older. The trouble is that no matter 
how gifted you are with paint and 
paper, how refined your choice of 
furnishings, how profound your 
study of Ideal Home magazine, all 
your good work is undone the 
moment you re-install the hi-fi. 

The focal point in your tastefully 
appointed domicile again becomes 
that haphazard collection of ill
matched, inelegant black boxes. 
What I'd give for a hi-fi system that 
looked as respectable as it sounded. 

14 OCTOBER 1995 

En t e r  
Micromega's 

Concept system. I 
loathe the name -

the word 'concept' is 
for me inextricably welded 

to 'infonauts' and corporate stickers 
- bur I applaud the design ethic. 
This system has the outward unifor

mity of a midi but houses genuine 
audiophile innards. 

Further to its credit, the Concept 
system offers you future-proofing 
and expansion potential through 
upgrade modules for all its compo
nents. You simply pay the difference 
in price between the model you have 
and the model you want. It's also 
innovative through its digital tuner 
- that being a tuner with digital 
audio processing and a digital out
put. The fully remote-controllable 
system also has some genuinely use-

ful, 'intelligent' features: 
among other things you can, 
for example, programme the 
amplifier's source selector to 
ignore unused inputs. 

The £1,949.97 entry-level 
system I tested comprised a 

Stage 1 CD player, Tempo 1 

50\Vatt line-level amplifier and 
the Tuner tuner. This demon

strated the more-music-than-hi-fi 
'house' sound established by 

Micromega's well-received CD 
players: information aplenty, tight 
timing, wide-ranging dynamics 

and powerful bass that wasn't 
shackled by lead footwear. In short, 
this chaste looking combo grooved 

like a gothic disco diva. 
Playing CDs provided no cause 

for concern when judged by musical 
criteria. The system's performance 
was lucid, coherent, communicative 
and involving, allowing you easily to 
listen to the music as a whole, dissect 
it, or follow individual lines. This 
strongly suggested that the amplifier 
had been fine-tuned by the same pair 
of musically sensitive ears that were 
responsible for the CD players. 

In terms of presentation the same 
was true: the Tempo 1 mirrored the 
Stage 1 's cosmetic qualities, deliver
ing a vibrant, full-blooded sound 
that projected from the speakers 
unrestrained by false modesty. The 
Micromega 'family' sound is not 
aggressive, but it sure doesn't aim to 
satisfy people who want to read a 
book while their hi-fi's playing. 
Insistent, confident and assertive 
probably best describe it. 

The all-digital, FM-only Tuner 
also impressed me, and I'm an all
analogue, tuning-knob-and-needles 
type of tuner person. Its presentation 
was uncannily clean and free from 
spurious noise, even during the qui
etest moments of a Radio 3 live 
broadcast. It boogied on rock and 
gave a frank, characrerful accounr of 
speech. Unlike most mainstream dig
ital tuners, Tuner's sound didn't 
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have the mechanical patina or 
anaemic spectral balance that leaves 
you in no doubt that you're listening 
to a radio broadcast. Yes, this tuner 
played bass lines properly, and, 

Radio 3 fans take note, it also had an 
extraordinarily refined top end. 

The Tuner uses digital technol
ogy to remove FM carrier signals, 
thereby bypassing the degradation 
associated with multiplex filters. 
While the signal's digitised you can, 
of course, route it to an outboard 

DAC (with a 32kHz input) if you 
don't want to use the on-board con

verter. I tried this upgrade, using 
Micromega's £699.99 DAC DAC 

and reckon it's worth considering if 
you're serious about radio. The 
Tuner performs well in stand-alone 
mode but adding the DAC increases 
its refinement and bolsters the pres
ence and tonal colour of its presenta
tion. The changes are subtle in isola
tion but the overall performance lift 
is readily appreciable. 

Apart from some strikingly inele
gant component names, this system 
has much to commend it. Along with 
its highly satisfying performance, its 
understated, uniform styling, easy 
upgradeability and flexible expan
sion potential make it a very attrac
tive proposition. 

Infidelity system 
This month's second system comes 
from Kingston-upon-Thames' 
Infidelity, a smarter than average 
store, owned by ex-Rega person, 
Simon Byles. Having seen active ser
vice with both hi-fi purveying fac
tions, manufacturing and retail, 
Byles is not the kind of dealer who 
welcomes sales reps of a pushy or 

fundamentalist disposition. 
He sells the sort of systems he 

likes, not those he's told he should 
like. Hence the individual, politically 
unaligned confection he served up 
for this review, which consisted of a 
Nairn CD3 CD player, Densen 
BEAT B-1 00 amplifier and Rega 
ELA speakers. Coming in at just 
over £2,000, this is one of those 
ingenuous systems that succeeds in 
getting right out of the way and leav
ing you free to enjoy your music. 

Most readers will be familiar 
with the Nairn CD player and Rega's 
floor-standing speaker so I'll devote 
the next few lines to the Densen 
BEAT B-100 amplifier that pumps 
the musical blood round this system. 
Decidedly minimalist and built like 
the proverbial tank, the B-1 OO's 
most remarkable styling feature is its 
control knobs, which are gold
plated and disproportionately pro
portioned. Subtle, they're not. The 
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amplifier's enlightening, engaging 
performance, however, makes more 
than fair recompense. I think the 

BEAT B-.1 00 is likely to join the 
handful of integrated amplifiers with 

which I could live quite happily. 
The system's ability to convey the 

feel of performances was remark
able. This isn't an easy quality to 
quantify but it's readily appreciable 
when heard. Whatever I played, 
whether it was Massive Attack's 
Karmacoma or John Cale's funereal 
Heartbreak Hotel- Mr. Presley 
sure never done it this way - the 
music connected emotionally in a 

manner most forthright. 

It was the kind of system that 
encouraged you to dig below the 
music's surface looking for sub-texts 
and covert threads, revelling in irony 
and hidden musical agendas. I sus
pect that proficiency came as a result 
of its outstanding timing. Because 
my brain wasn't struggling to piece 

together the music into a congruous 
whole- as it is with many systems 
- my grey matter had time to delve 
into the less obvious aspects of per
formances and compositions. 

Densen's literature offers some 
indication of where this 
Scandinavian company is coming 
from: "Some years ago we intro

duced the term air-guitar factor. The 

air-guitar factor comes into play 
when a system sounds so good you 
not only want to listen, you want to 
get up and play." The amplifer, as 
well as the whole system, certainly 
had AGF by the bucket-load. You 
listened to John Cale and your hands 
pounded an imaginary piano; you 
listened to Shane MacGowan and 

you sang along as if you'd sunk a 
bottle of vodka for breakfast; you 
listened to Nirvana's unplugged All 

Apologies and you started conduct
ing- come on guys, for Chrissakes, 

play TOGETHER. Although the 
system had a remarkably easy-going 
nature, it didn't pull any punches

if the performance failed to be 
water-tight it didn't start dishing out 
rose-coloured spectacles. 

Real-world-priced systems that 
work as persuasively as this one gen
erally do so by not biting off more 
than they can chew. The Naim, 
Densen, Rega trio is no exception. 

For example, it side-steps coming 

unstuck with Sty�ian bass-lines by 

avoiding heavy fundamentals. The 
heavy bass in Massive Attack's 

Karmacoma still sounded mean, but 
the system didn't try to convey the 
full extent of the line. Rather than 
aiming to please the masses by wal
lowing uncomfortably, and in so 
doing compromising its timing acu

ity, it tailored its response to evade 
the troublesome tens of hertz. It 
pulled this trick off effectively and 
never left me feeling short-changed. 

Ultimately, if a system's going to 
deliver the sort of performance that 
proves satisfying in the long-term, it 
needs to be balanced. This one is. 
Skilfully. And for those who prefer 
roe-tapping to toeing party-lines, the 
inclusion of Densen's BEAT B-100 

preserves your independent, non

political status without robbing you 
of your musical jollies. 

Pioneer A-300R amplifier 
I can picture a scene at Pioneer's 
R&D labs: Engineer One: "Hey. I've 
had this great idea. Let's do a remote 
version of the A-300." Engineer 
Two: "But that's a low-cost audio

phile amp - won't remote control 
screw up its sound?" Engineer One: 
"Not if we only use it to control the 

J1{{1t·lHJ 

... or go for sheer 
quality with the 
Infidelity system. 
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volume." Engineer Two: "But 
that means there'll only be two 
buttons on the handset." 
Both: "Ha ha ha. That's mar
keting's problem. Ha ha ha. 
Two buttons! Oh, stop it, 
you're killing me!" 

So, what we have in the 
new A-300R is a minimalist 

integrated with an extremely 

minimalist remote. The latter, 
however, does just what an audio
phile wants a remote to do. It lets 
you fire up your source, return to 
your chair and tweak the volume to 
the ideal setting for whatever you're 
playing. If you demand more than 

that, you will have to take some 
exercise occasionally. The A-300R's 

only other convenience feature nor 
sacrificed in the drive for optimum 
sound quality is its headphone jack. 
Which is cool: the clarity and punch 
of this amplifier seemed well served 
by a decent set of phones. I spent an 
evening enjoying the A-300R 
through the Grado SR325s also 
reviewed in this issue. It didn't con
cern me that these top-of-the-range 
cans cost £100 more than the ampli
fier: it certainly didn't disgrace itself 
under such close scrutiny. 

Naturally, you need to exercise 
more caution choosing loudspeakers 
to use with it. The A-300R is no 
power station, but it sounded ballsy 
enough used with suitably sensitive 
speakers. I explored its performance 
thoroughly with my reasonably 
easy-to-drive Nairn SBLs. In this set

up, fuelled by my Nairn CDS CD 
player, the amplifier showed a fine 
sense of urgency and verve, pushing 
rhythms along smartly and relishing 
dynamic interjections from guitars 
and drum kits. Only exceptionally 
vivid and busy recordings made the 
A-300R sound slightly out of its 
depth, which is hardly unreasonable 
for a £199 design. Used with a less 
revealing type of loudspeaker (that 
would typically partner it), it 

sounded energetic and together. I 
would suggest, though, that buyers 
avoid speakers with a lightweight 
tonal balance. The A-300R's low 
end favours arricularion and speed 
over floorboard-shaking weight. 
This is eminently sensible from a 
musical perspective, but it leaves the 
amplifier sounding lightweight with 
speakers that cur off too early or 
have a dry balance. 

Appropriately partnered, how
ever, the A-300R turns in rewarding 
performances because it's prepared 
to take chances. Pioneer could have 
been typically corporate and played 
safe by giving it a warm, obliging 
character that would have made it 
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more system
friendly but 
u l t i m a t e l y  
less excit

ing. Instead 
P i o n e e r  

chanced its 

arm and the 

resolution system, 

which by its very ' •• •  :.- • - _ ,.,..'!'W"'�·-·"?' 

move paid off with a near, lively lit

tle offering for tyro audiophiles who 
want a touch of convenience. 

Stands Unique multi-way 
mains plug 
Showing enthusiasm for a multi-way 
mains plug might seem like the start 
of incurable voodoo-trinket mad
ness. However, most audiophiles 
have at some point discovered that 
their new system has more mains 
plugs than the wall behind it has 
sockets. I used to solve this problem 
by doubling or quadrupling the con
nections. I would even cram all the 
power amplifiers' leads into a single 
13A plug. Although it made the sys
tem sound slightly better, it was nei
ther a neat-looking arrangement nor 

one that appealed to people unfamil
iar with rweaky practices. 

Nowadays, this situation needn't 
cause problems. The Stands Unique 
multi-way mains plug makes shorr 
and tidy work of connecting four 
cables into a single outlet. It's one of 
the smartest plugs I've seen and 

wiring it, provided you follow the 
guidelines for trimming and dressing 
the leads, is a cinch. 

Although my system has ten ded

icated sockets available to it, eight of 
which are used, I rewired it with two 
of these plugs. Just connecting my 
preamplifier and crossover's power 
supplies and two power amplifiers 
into a single plug sharpened the 
sound. The starrs and stops of notes 
seemed a little more marked, which 
is just what you'd expect. Tying all 
the components ro a single earth 
point clearly reduced the low-level 
quiescent noise that masks subtle 
information. Putting the CD player 
and turntable power supplies along 
with the phono preamplifier's sup
ply onto a second multi-way 
brought another subtle but still dis
cernible improvement. On a high 

nature will be influ

enced by small changes in the quality 

of its power supply and earthing, 
removing superfluous connections 
from the mains feed is bound to 
bring rewards. 

Stands Unique also supplies a 
surge protected version of the 
device. I'm old enough to remember 

the bad old days when we were all 
fitting VDRs - voltage dependent 
resistors- into our mains plugs and 
enjoying security with poorer sound 
quality. The device used in the 
Stands Unique plug is said not to 
interfere with the mains supply, bur 
if you find it degrades the sound of 
your system it's a simple job to 
unscrew it and discard it. The com
pany is also planning to market a 
multi-way plug ready fitted with 

four IEC terminated cables, which 
seems ideal for the lazy or busy 
enthusiast. However, do remember 
that some systems - my Nairn kit, 
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Pioneer keep it 

simple with the 

new twe>-button 

remote !or its lat

estA-300R. 

Malcolm goes 

plug-happy with 

the answer to a 

big Naim

owner' s prayers. 

I 
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How 

can 

KEF• Cl Series 

KEF's interior design 

help yours. 

KEF's new Ci Series speakers are 

stylish and space-saving- but that's 

not all. 

They also have KEF's patented 

Uni-Q® technology, to give you 

astonishingly accurate tonal balance 

throughout the room. 

Most loudspeakers, even ones with 

pivoting tweeters, only sound their 

best in one small area of the room. 

That's because they have a separately 

mounted woofer and tweeter. But 

with KEF Uni-Q® loudspeakers the 

tweeter is mounted at the exact 

acoustic centre of the woofer cone. 

So they sound great 

wherever you are (or 

wherever they need to 

be installed!). 

And great sound is 

only part of KEF's Ci Series design. 

They're easy to install in new or 

existing homes and you can paint 

them to match your decor. They 

come in round and square shapes to 

complement ceilings or walls and 

because all of them have stainless 

steel grilles and weather resistant 

components, you can put them 

where you want - even in bathrooms, 

or under the eaves outdoors. 

So if installed speakers are part of 

your interior design, choose the ones 

designed �vith your 

interior in mind. 

The experience 

of sound 

MODEL SHOWN IS THE Cl 160 OS. KEF AND UNI-QARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-0 IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929 

WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. FOR DETAILS ON THE KEF Cl SERIES PLEASE CLIP THE COUPON AND SEND IT TO· KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED. 

FREEPOST MA 1332, ECCLESTON ROAD. TOVIL. MAIDSTONE. KENT ME15 6BR. TELEPHONE (016221 672261 
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for example - are 

fussy about the type of mains cables 
used. Owners of such systems will be 
better off buying the bare plugs and 
rolling their own. 

Sony ST-S361 tuner 
Unlike many audiophiles, I rake 

tuners seriously, and I'm always 

keen to hear new models such as 
Sony's £179.99 ST-5361. While I'm 
not especially interested in budget 
tuners per se, the better examples 
can offer genuine rivalry ro some of 
the hard-core FM super-tuners. 

Sony has done well in past years 

with its ST-5311, which provided 
respectable FM performance and a 

dazzling array of features. I remain 

dubious about the worth of RDS to 

the home-based user, but there's lit
tle doubt that many buyers find it 
appealing. The ST-5361 is similarly 
bedecked with features and conve

nience facilities, which makes it very 
easy to tune in and extract informa

tion about broadcasts. Its dot matrix 

display provides all the usual station 
derails along with RDS functions, 

which include radio text messages. 

These will absolutely delight gadget 
freaks: it even amused me when a 
song title and artist's name appeared 
on the display, and Radio 3's text 
was eminently useful for this classi
cal klutz who can't differentiate 

between Shostakovitch and Sid 
Vicious. More mundane but more 

useful, though, was the ST-S361's 

dual FM aerial sockets- every 
tuner should have them, if only to 

make it easy for me to hook up both 
my aerials when I'm reviewing. 

Ultimately, though, it's not the 
fixtures and fittings that make a 
tuner worthwhile: it needs to bring 
home the musical bacon. The Sony 
started well by proving sensitive to 

aerial and signal quality. Its signal 
strength meter showed my high gain, 
high-selectivity Ron Smith Galaxie 

17 was pulling in a couple of extra 
dB over an omni-directional 
antenna, while its sound quality con-
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vincingly demon-

strated that the G17's signal was 

also much cleaner. The tuner gave 

appreciatively better reception of 
Radio 3 connected to the G 17, 
which is just how the Great 
Architect intended things to be. It 

was rewarding to see that the Sony's 
metering was honest/conservative: 
some engineers seem to think rhar 

the signal strength meter is obliged 

to hit its end-stops on every station. 
The ST-5361 didn't exhibit rhe 

potent bass or treble vitality of top
flight tuners - hardly surprising 
given its price - bur it sounded 
pleasantly full-bodied with an even

handed tonal balance. Sony's new 
model certainly didn't suffer the 

fragile, exaggerated treble common 

to inexpensive tuners. Nor did it lose 

all semblance of dynamics and con
trast on heavily compressed trans
missions. With decent broadcasts it 
delivered a lively, easily enjoyed pre
sentation that showed a reasonable 

sense of pace and rhythm with funk 
and blues stations such as Kiss and 

]FM. Speech came across cleanly 

with plenty of individuality evident 

in voices in Radio 4 dramas. 

All round, the ST-5361 probably 

delivered more than you could rea
sonably expect from a sub-£200 
design and, despite its abundant fea
tures, it proved remarkably simple 
to use, which definitely merited a 
bonus mark. 

Grado SR325 headphones 
The SR325 is the top model 111 

Grado's Prestige series. Open
backed and priced at £299.95, it 

looks ideal for the earnest head
phone listener who doesn't want to 
take our a second mortgage to buy a 
pair of cans. Its styling is dared bur 
my reasons for nor being a head
phone fan are more serious than any 

lack of cure looks. Most 'phones 
simply don't sound convincing 
enough to substitute for loudspeak
ers, and the majority refuse to stay 
perched firmly without crushing my 
cranium or making me swear. The 
SR325 manages to meet both those 

demands. It also has a sensible lead 

that's nor cumbersome bur suffi
ciently robust to avoid tangling, 

which is a rare and welcome 
attribute in headphone leads. 

Driven directly from a 
Micromega Stage CD player, the 
SR325 sounded communicative and 

detailed without being tiring or 
excessively forward. Its presentation 

wasn't laid-back but it was emphati

cally easy on the ear. That was due in 

part to a rich, warm bass register, 
which was meaty'n'chunky while 

staying tuneful and responsive. It 
articulated spirited bass guitar lines 
cleanly and fleshed them out fully 
when appropriate. It also main

rained their presence in the mix, even 

when the other instruments were 
giving it plenty. 

The Grado's top end seemed 

equally well judged. Picking our 
derail without making it unnaturally 
dominant made its portrayal of 
drum kits and percussion instru
ments informative and natural. The 

mid-band integrated perfectly with 
the upper and lower extremes, con

ferring a pleasing coherence and 

unity on the SR325's presentation. 
Choosing headphones is very 

Sony's ST-5161 

sounds like a 

honey, but do 

you need RDS? 

A:Je Grado' s flag

ship prestige 

cans something 

special. Malcolm 

thinks so. 
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encourage 
a n y o n e  
w h 0 

wants to 
escape the 
typical, in-yer

face, cheap can sound to listen to 
these Grados. Their warm tonal bal
ance won't be to everyone's taste but 
the unexaggerated dynamics and 
vigorous bass might just sway your 
choice regardless. 

Rotel RCD970BX CD player 
After a long and generally successful 
career, Rotel's budget audiophile 
RCD965BX CD player has retired 

to make way for the new slim-line 
RCD970BX. Selling for £349.95, 
this player addresses one paradoxi
cal aspect of its predecessor's perfor
mance that always irked me. The 
original 965 had an uncommonly 
rich, solid quality about its bottom 
octaves that often made compering 
machines sound brittle and light
weight. Unfortunately, in a system 
with good extension, that weighty 
bass often timed poorly and 

appeared ill-defined- a classic case 
of having your cake but being unable 
to swallow it. 

Enter the RCD970BX, whose 
sound has retained the robust char
acter of the RCD965BX bur has 
whipped its equally deep, zealous 
bass into a far more disciplined 
shape. The new player's low end dis
played balls, bounce and vastly 
improved resolution. As well as 
moving with greater determination, 
potent string bass and synrh lines 
showed superior note shape and tim
bre. This expanded openness 
extended to the new machine's mid
range. While the 965 always 
sounded warm and welcoming in the 
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mid-band, it 
wasn'r consistently as 

transparent or well-sorted as it 
could have been. Complex mixes 
sometimes appeared murky and 
ambiguous. The RCD970BX seems 
to have put this right, and proved far 
more effective at unravelling dense 
scores and busy mixes. I wasn't able 
to give the player as long a warm-up 
as I would have liked, yet stillit 
sounded remarkably clean and 
coherent. l can only guess that its 
performance would improve with a 
longer run-in. Unlike cold 965s, the 
970 certainly didn't show any short

fall in the liveliness department 
when used straight from its box. 

The technical SP on the 
RCD970BX runs as follows. The 
player uses a Philips drive mecha
nism and an optical system based on 
the CDM-9, compliantly mounted 
on a small metal chassis. The 
BitStream DAC, analogue stages and 
their power supplies are mounted on 
a separate PCB next to the primary 
circuit board. The DAC chip is the 

TDA 1350T recently introduced by 
Philips, which combines BitStream 
processing with the company's con
tinuous calibration technology. 
Although the chip includes an on
board oscillator, Rotel uses an exter
nal timer to drive it. The 
RCD970BX provides a coaxial digi
tal output but no head phone jack. 

Given the short time I spent with 
the player, I still reckon its configu
ration has produced t he desired 
results. Discs that lacked drive and 
drama on its predecessor showed 
more life, definition and attack on 
the RCD970BX, and its low end 
definitely enabled it to do justice to 
CDs generously endowed with bass, 

such as Rotel's latest 

• Skip Mc Donald RCD970BXadds 

and Shane MacGowan's lat- grunt to the well-

est offerings. Audiophiles looking loved 965sound. 

for a budget player, however, should 
note that they'll need a system that's 
extended and well controlled to 

exploit the new machine's potential. 

Arion Elektra amplifier 
I guess there are still a few blinkered 

eanderrhals out there resolutely 
believing that valve amplifiers are all 
identical: they all have woolly bass, 
syrupy treble, won't drive anything 
but hyper-efficient, high impedance 

loudspeakers, and don't play rock 
music. The Arion Elektra is going to 
upset their apple-carts. 

This black and chrome, 18 watt, 
triode-coupled pentode, class-A 
integrated delivered a respectable
and surprising - amount of grunt 
into the 87dB Naim SBLs I use reli
giously to check our every amplifier 
that crosses my path. What's more, I 
was indulging in my customary diet 
of rock, rock and more rock, and the 
baby of the Arion range was hanging 

on to bass lines - even Krist 
Novoselic's gloriously fat founda
tions for irvana's Dumb and Lake 

of Fire- like a pit bull. 
Despite its 'uncharacteristic' 

transistor-like grip in the bass, the 
Elektra conformed to the valve 
archetype in the mid-range and 
upper registers. Well, it did, but not 
exactly. Its mid-band was delight
fully open and sweet, as you'd 
expect, bur it was also unusually 
fast, natural and free from euphonic 
additives- giving vocal recordings, 
in particular, a remarkable expres
sive vitality. This was not a result of 
information overload hyping the 
presentation and making it appear 
more detailed: it was more a case of 
the Elektra responding swiftly to 
inflections and nuances and empha
sising their significance. This subtle 
facility enabled the Elektra to turn in 
some real tear-jerking portrayals of 
emotive songs. 

The amplifier's distinctly neutral 
sound had me ploughing through 
predominantly acoustic, live record
ings. John Cale's Fragments of a 

Rainy Season was one disc that saw 

OCTOBER /995 21 



Yu walk in to the Hi-Fi shop. 

Across a crowded showroom, a Hi-Fi system 

catches your eye, then seduces your ear. 

Infatuated, you pay your money. 

Unfortunately, you also take your chances. 

On the other hand, .once the ear is wooed 

by the sumptuous sound quality unique to 

Arcam, a life-long love affair usually ensues. 

Year after year, our dedication to sonic 

excellence is rewarded with top industry awards 

and, believe us, luck has nothing to do with it. 

All of our Hi-Fi is produced at our 

Cambridge HQ, where it must pass the most 

rigorous set of tests, checks and double checks. 

Then, just when another quality Arcam 

product thinks it's safe to go into the loving 

arms of a new customer, we check it again. 

We work hard to produce Hi-Fi separates 

of the highest quality, keeping construction 

simple and building in long service and 

reliability at every stage of production. So, if 

you're about to invest in Hi-Fi, invest in an 

Arcam. After all, we don't leave anything to 

chance. 

Should you' 

ARC AM 

Retum the coupon below to: A ream, Pembroke Ave. 

rMiterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England. 

Or telephone: (01223) 440964 (24 hours) 

Please send me information on: (Please tick) 

Arcam amplifiers 0 Arcam CD players 0 

Arcam tuners 0 Arcam home cinema 0 

Arcam DACs 0 all Arcam products 0 

and the name of my nearest authorised dealer. 

First Name(s). 

Surnatne ... 

Address 

Postcode .. 
HCF 10/95 



THE FRONT END 

a great deal of service. The Elektra's 

wide-open, uncoloured portrayal of 

his voice, guitar and piano was bol
stered and made more believable by 
the impressive transient response it 
demonstrated. In fact, it made me 
consider whether much of what's 
frequently called colouration is, in 
truth, a temporal anomaly and not a 
tonal one. When you hear a note 
from a piano start with something 

approaching its genuine speed it's 

surprising how much more credible 

the instrument appears. 
Arion attributes much of the 

amplifier's speed, grip and neutrality 
to its redesigned chassis. Inside it, 
the transformers are housed in the 
black cubes at the co-rners of the 
chromium slab that contains the 
main PCB. The company has also 
taken great care with cable runs, 
routing them so that they travel 
around the board's perimeter, avoid
ing sensitive areas of the circuitry. 
The Elektra also uses a large number 
of expensive components, including 
Beyschlag metal film resistors, 
Audio Note designed transformers 
and Roederstein capacitors. 

At £1,199, the amplifier doesn't 
score highly in the facilities or watts 
per pound stakes. However, to judge 

it this way is facile. Buyers consider
ing this type of amplifier will be 
looking for quality rather than 
quantity. Anyone using competent 
sources and sensitive loudspeakers 
will find that rhe Elektra has some 
very special qualities indeed. 

B&W CDMIIoudspeaker 
The £599.95 CDMl is the larger of 
the two models in B&W's new 

Compact Digital Monitor range, 
which aims to deliver high perfor
mance from compact enclosures. 
What made me hanker after review

ing this speaker was the red-rag-to
a-bull claim that it could play at very 
high levels and stay clean and 
detailed while doing so. I've regu

larly found that manufacturers' 
ideas of what constitute high levels 
are very different to mine, bur I sus
peered l might be on safer ground 
with B&W, given its involvement 
with studio monitors. Engineers like 
it cranked after all. 

What I heard driving the CDM1s 
-mounted on Slate Audio stands
with a tight sounding 150Warr 
Acurus pre/power amplifier and my 

aim CDS certainly bore our what 
B&W claimed. The laws of physics 
ensure that no speaker of bookshelf 
proportions will generate the same 
levels as a Turbosound rig, bur the 
CDMJ 's decibel count should easily 
satisfy most folks. They still seemed 
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comfort-
able and coherent peak-
ing at nearly 107dB measured from 
about two metres away, which is 
entirely respectable for a bookshelf 
box. The speaker's subjective low 

frequency extension was also 
impressive for a compact enclosure. 
Although it's down 6dB at 46Hz, the 

CDMl still handled bass lines and 
the bottom octaves of a piano con
vincingly. It certainly made light 
work of this month's litmus paper 
bass line: Krisr Novoselic's heavy
weight contribution to Nirvana's 
unplugged Come As You Are. 

The problem with true -that is, 
studio - monitors is that they're 
voiced for information retrieval, 

usually at the expense of musicality. 
The CDMl isn't. Its presentation 
showed an acceptable sense of flow 
and musical integrity. Nonetheless, 
it demonstrated a striking ability to 
extract information and present it 

resolutely. Letting it loose on one of 
Zappa's convoluted mixes allowed it 

to produce perhaps its most exciting 
and dramatic performance. The ease 

with which it separated the welter of 
lines and instrumentation showed 
that there wasn't much wrong with 
its transient abilities: notes started 
and stopped with outstanding clar
ity, rendering precisely events and 
their place in the music's overall 
structure. That speed and precision 

also came across convincingly on 
Skip McDonald's Dayton, in partic
ular during the percussion pans at 
the start. The baby B&Ws clearly 
relished McDonald and Adrian 
Sherwood's awe-inspiring mix, 
exploiting its full-bandwidth attack 
and spatial shenanigans. 

Its vivid, insight-packed perfor
mance on this track alone persuaded 
me that the CDMl is one of a select 

few domestic speakers with a legiti
mate claim to being called a moni
tor. That it also managed to latch 
onto rhythmic elements persuasively 
doesn't affect that judgement - it 
simply makes it a domestic monitor 
that knows how to groove. 

Contacts 
B&W CDM 1: B&W Loudspeakers UK Ltd, 

Mar/borough Road, Churchi/11/nd Est, Lancing, 

West Sussex BN15 8TR. e (01903) 750750 

Sony ST-5361: Sony UK Ltd, The Heights, 

Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 OXW. 

e (01932) 816000 

Stands Unique 4 into 1 mains plug: 

e (01933) 461058 

Arian Elektra: Arian Acoustics/Kronos 

Distribution, Unit I, 35 Fairclough Road, 

Newmills, Dungannon, Northern Ireland BT71 

4DU e (01868) 748632 

Naim/Densen/Rega system: Infidelity, 9 H1gh 

Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston-upon-Thames, 

Surrey KTJ 4DA. e (0181) 943 3530 

Rote/ RCD970BX: Gamepath Ltd., 25 Heathfield, 

Stacey Bushes, Milton Keynes MK12 6HR. 

e (01908) 317707 

Grado SR325: Goldring Products Ltd, 8 Greyfriars 

Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP32 1DX. 

e (01284) 101101 

Micromega Concept system: Micromega Digital 

Audio Ltd., PO Box 13, London El8 1EG. 

e (0181) 502 1416 

Pioneer A-300R.· Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd., 

Pioneer House, Hol/ybush Hill, Stoke Pages, 

Slough SL2 4QP e (01753) 789789 

(i{fj(.)"fj 

Change your 

view of valves for

ever with the 

Arion Elektra. 

Meet the moni

tors with more 
music, courtesy 

ofB&W. 
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want 
your vacuum cleaners toasters CD 

players radios lawnmowers 
cassette decks televisions 

microwaves shavers and they'll give 
you at least I Oo/o off! YES, as 
our new OPTION 4, we want you 

to' part exchange your turntables 
amplifiers hairdryers computers 

electric fans keyboards curling 
tongs power drills table lamps irons 

food blenders alarm clocks videos 
clock radios coffee percolators 
practice amps drum machines 

sequencers carpet cleaners fridges 
- anything with a mains 
lead and a plug is worth 

at least I 0°/o off your 
purchase at Bartletts. 

Bartletts' incredible 3 year guarantee 

PARTS f> LABOUR 

Safety Net is 

Bartlett's 

incredible free 

guarantee. 

lt covers: 

For three years any problems will be fixed 

completely free of charge (except for parts 

subject to fair wear and tear, and any problems 

caused by misuse or abuse) 

lt also offers: 
FREE LOAN MACHINE 
You can borrow a loan machine free of charge 

while your equipment is being fixed (subject to 

availability) 
HEALTH CHECKS 
At any time during the 3 year Safety Net 

period you can have your equipment checked 

over and serviced free of charge 
PREFERENTIAL PART EXCHANGE 
Bartletts guarantee to offer you at least 25%, 

and up to SO%. of the price you originally paid 

for the equipment if you decide to part 

exchange it during the 3 year Safety Net 

period 
TRANSFERABILITY 
Safety Net travels with the goods - if you sell 

your equipment to someone else they get the 

remaining time left of the Safety Net cover 

Wherever possible, repairs are carried out by 

Bartletts' own engineer. 

TERMS & CONDITIONS: 

OPTION 1: AOOEO VAI.UE 
e Get a voucher worth IS% of your purchase 

price 

e This voucher can be used against any 

additional items. that Bartletts sell (including 

Bartletts' top 50 CDs and Laserdiscs) 

e Safety Net- Bartletts full 3 year guarantee 

on purchases over £200.00 
e Bartletts free 2 year transferable guarantee 

on purchases under £200.00 

OPTION Z: INTEREST FREE C EOIT' 
e Interest free credit for 6, I 0, 12, 18 or 

24 months (depending on balance) 
e Interest free credit available to mail 

order customers 

e Safety Net - Bartletts full 3 year 

guarantee on purchases over £200.00 
e Bartletts free 2 year transferable 

guarantee on purchases under £200.00 

OPTION 3: A FIVE YEAR 
GUARANTEE 

e Safety Net Deluxe package, offering all 

the benefits of Bartletts free 3 year 

guarantee, but for an extra 2 years 

OPTION 4: 'fHE EI.EC'fRIC 'fRAOE IN 
e Bartletts guarantee a minimum of I 0% 

trade-in value on ANY item of electrical 

equipment brought in as part exchange 

INAOOIT'ION 
e There's George Bartlett's BARGAINS 

OF THE MON TH- Call for details 

e The George Bartlett PRICE MATCH 

- we will endeavour to match any 

genuine price you have been quoted on a 

normal stock item at Bartletts 

For Options I, 2 & ), portables, personal stereos. Bargains of the month, DJ products. and used il.nd sale items are excluded. For Option -1. Bargains of the Month, DJ products. and used and sale items are excluded. For Option I, the vouchers are issued against 

purch01ses of hi-fi and video equipment (unless excluded) and are valid for 365 days from the date of original purchase. Vouchers not used within this time become void. For Option 2, credit is subject to status. A minimum 10% deposit is required. repayment period 

is dependant on balance outstanding. Bartletts are licensed credit brokers. S<1fety Net is only available on hi-fi separates costing over £200.00 and excludes portables, personal stereos, micro, mini and midi systems, televisions, video, laserdisc players, Bargains of the 

Month, DJ products and used and sale items. Safety Net is in addition to the statutory rights of the consumer and does not affect these in any way. None of Bartletts' Options above can be used in conjunction with any other Option or special offer. E&OE. 

������> �1!1 � [f{l �"se ,956 ':;Y-� ------ ·ness . � "-ebust 
\1\lv 

NOU'I'II J.ONUON 
I 75 Holloway Road 
Islington 
London, N7 8LX 
Tel: 0 I 71 607 2 148 

I I The Broadway 
Woking, Surrey, 
GU21 SAP 
Tel: 0 1483 771 I 75 

Bartletts are authorised stockists for: 

Open 9.30am-6pm Mon-Sat 
Demonstrations are available at 
both Bartletts stores: just call 
to book your appointment For 
Mail Order please call either 
0 171 607 2296 or 0 171 607 
2148 or Fax 0171 609 0536 

Aiwa, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio Technica, Aura, B&W, Beyer, Bose, Boston, Cable Talk, Canon, Celestion, Cerwin-Vega, 

Chord Company, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, Kef, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Moth, Musical 

Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, ProAc, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, Roberts, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, 

T DL, Technics, T horens, Yamaha 



(,) Q pi m�i O:}l) 

Ea .. -

ax1ngs 
Jason Kennedy remembers what the hi-fi world used to be like 

before flu set in. But nostalgia doesn't cure the future, does it? 

W
hoa! Only eight years on 
the force and they give me 
a column. Okay, so [got to 
assemble the magazine for

merly known as the EAR for a couple of 
times last year, but a column in the world's 
finest, funkiest and most surreal hi-fi publi
cation (undoubtedly) ... l must have made ir. 

In a way this is a new outlet for all the stuff 
that I would have put into EAR, had marker 
forces allowed that publication to grow and 
flourish. However, as you may be aware, the 
hi-fi industry and its associated publications 
are having a hard time at the moment. Only 
five years ago a publisher might not have 
thought twice about cover-mounting a book 
like EAR on a quarterly basis, but nowadays 
every penny counts, and the cost of giving 
away a 96-page, AS-format extremist pub
lication is too high. 

Basically it's your fault; well nor you 
specifically, although it could be-when did 
you last buy some new kit? Or to put it dif
ferently: why did you buy a computer and 
nor something that would really improve 
your standard of living, like a great pair of 
speakers? It seems there are other things that 
people want to buy these days, bur although 
there are certainly more alternatives (mainly 
of the computer-based variety, along with the 
odd mountain bike or 4x4) I think music is 
still the best. You can have fun of a sort play
ing computer games or surfing rhe Internet, 
bur it doesn't beat listening ro great music 
with a friend and a few beers. 

Some people don 'r sir down and really lis
ten to music any more, so they don't need real 
hi-fi. A midi system will provide background 
music and so will a wireless, bur it rakes 
decent kit ro make of your records what they 
deserve. They were, after all, painstakingly 
hand-crafted to provide 100 per cent qual
ity entertainment, by people who at one time 
weren't only in it for the money. There is 
some astounding stuff on albums, and to 
hear it, all you need is decent kit like the 
Trichord/Pioneer PD-5503 transport that's 
currently redefining the medium's potential 
for me. The PD-5503 costs about £600, 
which, to the average £500 midi user, must 
seem like an awful lot to spend on just one 
bit of a system. I see it as a tool that allows 
you to access the heart and soul of the music. 
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A midi won't do rhar, so you end up not really 
listening to it, and thereby let go of the chance 
to appreciate music for the total source of 
entertainment that ir is. 

Maybe I'm just suffering from a malady 
broughton byexposuretotoomuch good music 
and kit, and perhaps regular folk listen to and 
enjoy music just as much on their 'real 
world' gear. But it's uncommon outside of 
hi-ficircles to find people whocan sit down 
at home and listen to a whole CD with
our having to keep themselves enter
tained with other things like books or talk. 

The changes in the hi-fi marker could also 
be related to the ever-shrinking attention 
span brought on by the media onslaught 
characterising the latter half of the 20th cen
tury. There could be a danger of us becom
ing immune to the charms of music because 
of its ubiquitous background use. There are, 
after all, very few shops, restaurants or pubs 
where music (in its broadest possible sense) 
is nor used to fill in the 'background atmos
phere'. Then there's the Walkperson revo
lution: fifteen years of background music 
while you travel, wait, or even work. Perhaps 
over-exposure has left music dulled and worn 
out as a major source of entertainment, our 
imagination beaten into submission by 
imagery, where we have lost the ability to lis
ten without being offered something to look 
at simultaneously. 

Or could it be the music itself? I know 
every generation thinks its growing-up 
sounds are the best, but maybe the most pop
ular contemporary music isn't made of rhe 
stuff that can fully entertain the modern 
mind.] guess subjective judgements about the 
quality of music are al.l a bit dangerous: Take 
That are obviously crap bur are they any 
worse than the Bay City Rollers or Bill Haley? 
They probably make more money. Bur will 
they buy a decent hi-fi with it? 

CLETUS awreetus-awrightus 
Time, or lack of it, lies at the root of the prob
lem. I am very keen on music and spend far 
too much money on software. However, get
ting time to sit and listen to the stuff, ro the 
point where you feel you know it, takes a lot 
of application. I am probably more familiar 
with the music we play in the office than 
other items in my collection which are less 

Tense, nervous, hi·fi 
headache? Doctor Jason prescribes 
a course of Zappa, to be taken twice nightly. 

suited to background listening, and I end up 
having people come round and point out the 
tasty little fills on Zappa's Big Swifty or 
Brand X's Disco Suicide. However, I choose 
to blame this on the fact that these same peo
ple spent their youths immersed in such stuff: 
my own musical upbringing consisted of lit
tle more than Zeppelin's Physical Graffiti or 
Steely Dan's Pretzel Logic, so at least! know 
those note for note. 

Therein lies the average listening pattern: 
the only rime the majority of us really listen 
to music is in our teens, when we've got rel
atively small record collections. Only a few 
of us remain genuinely obsessed with the 
stuff right through our twenties and on -
too many other things come along to distract 
us, among them the tendency to listen to 
background music, aural wallpaper or ambi
ent stuff which doesn't really have enough 
going on to fully occupy the modern 'short 
concentration span' mind. 

The cure is plainly to start digging into 
material with a higher structural density. 
This would include all that lies across the jazz 
to classical span. For starters I prescribe The 
Grand Wazoo by Frank Zappa, an accessi
ble yet intellectually stimulating work in 
which to immerse yourself. The following 
extract from the sleeve notes might give you 
some idea about where this music's at: 
"CLETUS 'n the Army Awreerus defend their 
turf by marching to a nearby hummock and 
playing a shuffle". They sure don't make 
'em like that any more. � 
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KLYNE 6LE/6PE PREAMPS STATEMENTS 

Eine Klyne 
Nachtmusik 
Alan Sircom is wowed 

by quality circuitry as he 

listens to a special £4,000 

preamplifier. 

K 
lyne isn't one of those US high
end names that falls quickly to 

mind, like Krell or Audio 
Research. Perhaps it's because 
the company's range is under

stated and small, or perhaps because 

the kind ofpeople who actually buy the 

stuffkeepquiet, beca usetheyknowthey 

are onto a good thing. 

Atthemomenr,Kiynejustmakespre

amps and phono stages, although 
Wollaton Audio, Klyne's UK distrib
utor, says that a range of power ampli
fiers is set to appear on the price lists in 

the near future. TheSystemSixpreamp 
range is Klyne's ' budget' range-if you 

can call £1,965 per box 'budget'. 

Both 6LE preand 6P E ph ono stage 
are elegant, if rather nondescript-with 

a rwisr. The black panel, mid-grey 
brushed knobs and black-ash end 
cheeks make for a subtle design that is 
just on therightside ofdated. The twist 
is an optional clear Plexiglass top cover 
for £25·, showing the superb board lay
out underneath. This is not simply for 

show, however, as thePiexiglass cover 
has different RF-rejection properties to 

the conventional black metal lid, and 
will suit certain applications better. 

lt'sworthopeningthecoveranyway, 
as the inside is a work of art. This is nor 
some PCBsruffed by a machine-every
thing is finished with care and atten
tion that goes well past obsessive. Even 
the phono plugs are connected with loops 
of wire, to keep the same length of wire 
betweenchannels.Mosrcompanieswill 
use slightly different lengths of wire, as 

the difference between them is less 

than a centimetre. evertheless,Kiyne 
demurs even thar mosr basic bit of cor
ner cutting. 

Central rotheKiynedesign is the pot
ted 'Music Module'. Made of discrete 
components, this module is basically 
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a single-channel op-amp, performing 
all the basic amplification functions with
in the preamp or phono stage. Using a 
discrete op-am p means that Klyne can 
tailor the 'Music Module' to suirrhe func

tion it performs. 

The ph ono preamp is as adaptable 
as the M usicModulescontained with

in. It can beadjusted-by means of sev
eral DIP switch bars - to suit all bar 

the most insane of cartridge loads. At 
therearofthecomprehensive,complicated 
ten page manual is a list of various set
tings for popular high-end cartridges. 

Hosts with the most 
TheKiyneduowassurprisinginitsexcel

lenrdynamic range mated ro a seriously 

uncoloredperformance. Whatever disc 

was played, whatever formatwas used, 

the Klyne duo simply gave as good as 

it got. They were the perfect musical hosts; 
always interested in the music being 
played, never in disagreement and 
never fussy. 

Given a healthy warm-up, the phono 

stage gives you some idea of what 

you've been missing all these years. It 

has the sort of hard-core d ynam ics last 

seen in Audio Note preamps, with the 
transparency and clarity of a Mic hell 
/so.lwentfrom Britten's War Requiem 
to Mozart's Late Piano Sonatas, via 
Massive Attack, Sonny Rollins, Joni 
Mitchell and Public Enemy in a single 
sitting, and there was still room enough 

for a touch of Celestial Blues by Gary 
Bartz. The latter,an acid jazzy number 

from the '70s, starts on a simple bass 
line and climbs into a blur of horn sec
tion, drums,guitar, sax and vocals. Except 
tharon the Klyne, it was no longer a blur, 
with each instrument taking on its 
own physical space within the mix. This 
was staggering stuff, as it would polite
ly point our even the most subtle end
of-side distortion, while letting you hear 
past the harshness it resolved. 

The Klyne phono stage was simply 

unstoppable, trouncing the Audiolab 
8000PPA withoutpausing for breath 
andendingupontopinthedinchesagainsr 
the ECA Prisma. Where the Audiolab 
simply sounded too sterile, thePrisma 
had the same transparency and much 
of the same musical quality as the 

Klyne. However, the sound produced 
bythePrismawaslessdynamicandslight
ly too shiny next to the natural Klyne. 

lntegl'al intepity 
The preamp proper fared similarly. Once 

again, the ECA Vista HD performed 
well, but lost out against the sheer nat

uralness and easy dynamics of the 
Klyne. The Vistasportedslightlymore 
drive, especially on untroublesome 
trip-hop recordings, buttheKiynehad 
the edge on honesty. 

I found swapping around filters on 
the Ordinal DAC more noticeable 

than ever before; you had the up-tempo 
treble and bass-heaviness of the 1307 

module, the mannered natureofthewell
balanced 22-bit module and the tight, 
yetslightly glassy 20-bit package. Most 
amplification systems will play one mod
ule well and make the rest sound wrong: 
the Klyne just presented three differ
ent interpretations. 

Four grand is a heck of a lot of 
money for any preamp. But, theKiyne 
happens to be one of the finest 

preamplifiers I have heard. Is it the 

best? I'll tell you when I've heard every 
other contender for that title.  
Judging bywhati'veheardso far, it comes 
pretty damn close. 

Wolfaton Audio, 134 Parkside, Wolfaton, 

Nottingham NGB 2NP. a (0115) 928 4147 

The unstoppable Klyne 

6LE line preamplilier 

and 6PE phone stage 

take a well earned rest in 

Alan's back yard. 
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YOUR HI-FI COST £1000 .. . 

THE CABLES COST £ l 0 .. . 

SOMETHING DOESN'T 
SOUND RIGHT, DOES IT? 

Don't limit the true potential of your hi-fi with 

inadequate leads and speaker cables. 

Get the most out of your music with 
The Chord Company's range of award-winning cabling. 

The Chord Company Ltd 

Britain's Favourite Cable Company 

Chord Company cables are endorsed and recommended -ey';JlM4j(��al� 
Nakamichi (UK), Micromega, Mission Gyrus and -"BSl"-.;;fi�s�arcn 

�------------------
Please send further info to: • 

I 
NAME 

I u IUIUJII I ADDRESS �(). . �.� 
� L _____________________ _ 

T he Ch ord Company Ltd., 30a Sarum Business Park, Portway, Salisbury, SP4 6EA. Te1: (01722) 331 1388 



PLATINUM SOLO LOUDSPEAKERS 

The Pial 

Response 
A UK designer, a US com

pany and, Malcolm 

Steward finds, a small 

speaker with big sound. 

M 
ycomputerhasjustgivenme 

its thought for t he day ,cour

tesyofGeorgeBernardShaw: 

"lnheavenanangelisnobody 

in particular." I haveanoth
er that's lesserudite but more apposite: 
"When playing Rage Against The 
Machine even 'great' small loudspeakers 
will disappear up their own ports." 

Face it, if you wanttoenjoy blitzkrieg 
music fully, you need generously pro

portioned loudspeakers. Rage and 

Therapy albums don't hit the monkey 

bone on a shoe-box speaker: all thatgut

wrenching bass and murder-death
kill vitalityjustgetstrapped in the speak
er cables, unable to find a way out. 
However, not all of us can -or want 
to - accommodate the sort of majes
tic loudspeakers in which you can hide 
when the decibel police come calling. 

One answer to this conundrum is the 
Platinum Audio Solo, a stand-mount
ed speaker of' bookshelf' proportions 

that's indecently eager to play at near 
maniacal levels and root around in music's 
lower octaves. 

This compacttransducersounds sev
eral times larger than it is, and goes down 
deeper than many floor-standers.ls there 
a catch? Of course there is: the Solo is 
moreexpensivethanmostsimilarlysized 
offerings -£1,995, to be precise. 

Jones the speaker 
The man in question is expatriate 
British designer, Phi! J ones, well respect
ed for his prowess on the bass guitar 
and for producing the disturbingly 
capableAcousticEnergy AEl, in which 
he partnered an inert, rather ugly mini a
tu re enclosure with metal cone drivers. 
Having emigrated to the USA, he 
refined his use of metal cones and his 
cabinet aesthetics with the Boston 
Lynnfield 300L, another small box with 
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big speaker attitude. Now ]ones, The 

Next Generation, witnesses the birth 
of the Solo, a box that's only eight inch

es wide, thirteen deep and fourteen tall 
-but able to cruise beyond lOOdB at 
two and a half metres. 

Be warned, though, that to exploit 
these speakers you need to remember 
what was important withjones's pre
vious designs. Like the AE 1 and3 00 L, 
the Solos demand an amplifier and source 

components that are musically adept 

-otherwise you 'I I hear graphic evidence 

ofwhat's wrong with them. The ampli
fier also needs to be powerful, and happy 
shifting large quantities of current. 
The speakers present a six Ohm load, 
which isn't unusual these days, but their 
sensitivity is decidedly on the low side 
at just 84dB. 

The time, the place 
The twin rear-ported speakers are 

designed for free-space placement, and 
Isuggestthatyou adhere to the maker's 
recommendations. Put the Solos too close 

to a wall and you'llhavetodigyourway 
out of a mire of bass. They also seem 
to like heavy-duty stands: I used a pair 
from Slate Audio, whicharestable,heavy 
and as dead as a Loadsamoney joke. 

Properly set up and fine-tuned, 

these speakers not only reproduced a 
bass guitar's low E string without any 

significant reduction in output level, they 
did so without compromising the 
instrument's intonation, clarity or note 
shape. The Solos' bass was tuneful, pow

erful, revea I i ng and taut. Its timing was 
nothingshortofexcellent-justaswell 

given the speaker's zealousresponse in 
the mid band and treble. Surprisingly, 
despitetheirrefinedappearance, the Solos 
proved to be regular.dance music ani
mals. Hi-fispeakers are rarely convincing 
with this sort of material, but the Solos' 
temporalcogency and rhythmic deter
mination allowed them to sound 
extremely persuasive. 

A speaker for aU seasons 
Thus far I've concentrated mainly on 
the Solos' resilience and brutish strength, 
but they're not simply miniaturised P A 
bins. While they proved ideal for music 
with a superfluityoftestosterone, they 

STATEMENTS 

also displayed considerable finesse 
and delicacy with selections that did

n't fall into the mayhem category. 
Their candid midrange and explicit but 
civilised treble-that's civilised with
out my usual rider "for a metal dome 

tweeter" -enabled these boxes to pro

duce equally satisfying results with 

acoustic music and other styles that are 
more melodicthan frenzied. The musi

cal acumen and sensitivity on display 
gave them a true communicative edge; 

could it have been this that caused me 
to work with only one hand on the com
puter keyboard, whiletheotherwashold
ingaloftaBiclighterforCrowdedHouse's 
How Will You Go? 

Ultimately, most of us get used to 
living with small to medium loud
speakers,even though their performance 

is compromised. I'm not about to say 
that the Solo is perfect, because it isn't. 
I will say, however, that it gets a damn 
sightcloserthan mosttocreatinga believ
able illusion of music being played by 

themusiciansin your home-even the 
sort of musicians whose arrival would 

be followed closely by that of the local 
constabulary. 

Woodstock Music & Film, Swinford Bridge, 

Eynsham, Oxon OX81BY � (01865) 883535 

Little Big Speaker: the 
Platinum Solo proves 
that even small boxes 
can kick buttola. 

OCTOBER 1995 29 



ALVIN GOLD AND HIS TEAM OF MERRY LITTLE ELVES PERFORM THEIR UNIQUE BRAND OF MAGIG ON YOUR POORLY HI-FI 

Guel'y of the month 

Just what a Tangent needs - a line amp, Pioneer style. 

On a Tangent 
My budget system comprises the following: NAD 3020i ampli
fier, Sherwood CD5010R CD player, Denon TU260L tuner, 
JVC TD-R431 cassette deck. 

I recently replaced my Wharfedale Diamond Mkiis with a 
pair of Tangent Acoustics RS2s circa 1980, purchased through 
Loot for £60. These are sealed units measuring 3 70mm (h) x 
255m (w) x 285mm (d) equipped with an Audax HD100 025 
tweeter and an 8 inch HD20 B25 bass unit. The crossover 
appears to be made with high quality components, though I'm 
no expert on such matters. 

I was delighted with the improvements over the Diamonds, 

but I'm now wondering whether a modern pair of speakers 
would offer a further improvement. 

Are any of your experts old enough to remember Tangent 
Acoustics? Were they considered good at the time? How much 
have things changed in the last 15 years? What happened to 
Tangent Acoustics? 

I am considering building a pair of transmission line speak
ers from an IPL Acoustics kit, or the M3TL or Mk 3 S3TL. 
Would £300 be better spent elsewhere on the system? 

Thanks for the great mag. 
Neil Youngson, London SE 

Yes, I regret to say I can remember the Tangent RS2, which was 
the smaller version of the RS4, that gave the KEF 104ab sleep
less nights. The RS2 was a fine, open and lucid speaker, and I 
think I'm right in saying it has a rather under damped bass, 
which made it demanding of partnering amplifiers, though it 
was nothing like as demanding as the KEF, which used to make 
grown amplifiers weep. 

I'm sure the IPL transmission line kit will give more 
extended bass, and the project would certainly be an exciting 
one to undertake, but I would want positive proof that I �had 
found something better before junking the RS2, which should 
hold its own as an open and lucid sounding speaker even today. 
I'm afraid Tangent Acoustics itself is long gone. 

Checking through the rest of your system, yes it does seem a 

little under endowed. I have a feeling that the speakers would 
come to life under the more penetrating analysis and trans
parency of the Pioneer A400. 
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Syntax error 

Hello! (wrong magazine - AG), 
I wish to upgrade my system, 
consisting of a Rega Planar 3 

and a Rega cartridge, an A&R 
Cambridge amplifier, a pair of 
Linn Kan II speakers on Linn 
stands and Nairn Audio NAC4 
speaker cables. 

My system sounds basically 
fine, with a clear midrange and 
top, and a transparent and 
uncoloured sound - I think. I 
would like to buy a CD player 
and upgrade the system to have 
a better and tighter bass, and 
more importantly, better 
soundstaging and depth. 
Finally, the room I will be posi
tioning the upgraded system in 
will be rather big and, there
fore, I will require something 
more powerful than the above. 

I was advised by local deal
ers to keep the Rega and change 
the amp and even the speakers 
too. My budget will stretch to. 
an Arcam Alpha 5 CD player 
with an Audiolab 8000A amp, 
keeping the Linn Kans. If I 
splash out, however, I could 
stretch to a Meridian 506 or 
Micromega Stage 2 (3?) CD 
player with a Meridian or 
Audiolab pre/power amp 
combo and Mission 753 or 
Meridian A500 speakers. 
Charon (address supplied) 

Try a 506 in your system if 

you Kan live without your 

Linn speakers. 

There's a problem here. Unless 
we can rely on words having 
the same shades of meaning, 
our discourse becomes out of 
kilter, and meaning is lost. The 
way I see it, no system with 
Linn Kans' in it has a 'clear and 
transparent' sound, especially 
with Nairn speaker cable. 

The Kan was one of the 
most coloured speakers I 
know, though its fans - and 
there are many- might claim 
that colorations don't matter 
much (they also say that 
imagery doesn't matter much 
and they're wrong about that 
too .... ); they would also claim 
that the colorations are used 
creatively, to help underline the 
Kan's real strengths, which are 
that it is well endowed in the 
family jewels department, if 
you follow. 

If you were to change to the 
Mission 753, say, 1 think you 
might be in for quite a shock, 
though whether you would 
consider them an improvement 
or not depends on how Kan
centric your view of the world 
of music reproduction has 
become over the years. 

For my money- but as J've 
attempted to demonstrate, per
haps not yours - the speakers 
have to go, even if this limits 
your scope for change else-

Hl-FI CHOTCE 
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where. 1 would be very happy 
with a system based on either 
the Arcam Alpha 5 or (espe
cially) the Meridian 506 CD 
players and the Mission 753 
speakers, driven by an 
Audio/ab SOOOA or a Mission 
Cyrus III. Whatever system you 
choose will have a more power
ful, extended and airy bass, bet
ter soundstaging and depth. It 
could hardly be otherwise. 

Haggle of the month 
Since selling off my old hi-fi, I 
have been offered second hand 
a Sherwood 5010 amp and CD 
player, Denon TU-260L tuner 
and Gale Model 2 bi-wirable 

speakers, plus two pairs of 

Cambridge interconnects and 

Jamo speaker stands, for £500. 
Is this good for the money? 
Crap for the money? Any good 
at all? 
C Howels, Ross on Wye 

The equipment fits in what 
might be described as the like
able budget equipment cate
gory. It would make a perfectly 
serviceable system at the right 
price, but £500 is way over the 
top. Assuming mint condition, 
offer £200, and be prepared to 
pay £250 if pushed. 

BeHer than CD! 
I have a Garrard SP25 
Laboratory Series turntable, 

fitted with a Shure ME70B car
tridge, connected to a Highgate 
Alpha R-150 tuner/amp. The 
combination gives good sound 
which compares well with CDs 
played through the same amp, 
but how does the amp compare 
to modern equipment, and 
would it be worth upgrading 
the cartridge? 

] M Bliss, Southsea 

Now come on. The scratchy old 
SP-25 and the ME70B started 
many people off on the pursuit 
of high fidelity, but nobody 
ever described it as the destina
tion, even at the time. To 
describe the combination as 
comparable with CD implies a 
special and rather inventive 
meaning of the term 'compara
ble' J have not previously 
encountered. Or maybe it is a 
comment on the Alpha R-150. 
I'm sorry to say that my old ref
erence tomes list models from 
the same marque, but not the 
R-150, and I'm afraid my mem
ory has drawn a big, fat zero. 

HI-FJ CHOICE 

Burn off that excess weight with the Slim Series from Marantz. 

Cookin' with Marantz 
I have recently purchased a 
Marantz Slim Series basic sys
tem. When the system is placed 
in standby awaiting an instruc
tion from the timer, the ampli
fier overheats to the point that 

the case is unbearably hot to 
the touch. I have measured 
power consumption in this 

standby mode at 75 watts. 
The system is housed in a 

purpose built cabinet, but sadly 
I cannot close the cabinet doors 
because of the heat build-up. 
Although I would like to leave 
the system plugged in to avoid 
having to reset the flashing 
timer display every time I 

power the system up, I cannot, 
at least not without leaving the 
cabinet doors open. Should the 
amp run so hot - a problem 
that spoils an otherwise well 
presented product? 
R Scargill, Leeds 

Surprisingly, the answer is that 
there is nothing wrong with 
your amplifier. In fact, the 
amplifier circuits are switched 
off in standby mode, but the 
power supfJly remains on, 
burning electricity and heating 
the unit up, an effect exacer
bated by the slim proportions 
of the unit, which reduces its 

ability to dissipate heat. 
However, it is not overheating. 
If it was to do so, a thermal trip 
will switch the unit off alto
gether. In other words, you'll 
know that it is overheating if 
your amp goes completely cold. 
.Just ensure the unit is ade
quately ventilated even in 
standby, and score one black 
mark against Marantz. 

Tandberg tales 
Several years ago, when I 
bought a Marantz CD60 CD 
player, I was led to understand 
that my Tandberg TR1000 
would not be suitable, so I 
bought a Denon PMA-860. 

I did not want to part with 
my Tandberg, so I've been 
using it as a second radio. 
Recently, out of curiosity, I put 
the Marantz through the 
Tandberg, and was very sur
prised at the refined sound, 
which was clearly superior to 
the Denon. 

Could I use a CD through 
the Tandberg, and if so, which 
would you recommend? 
K Hodson, Clwyd 

Absolutely right; the TR1000 
was a marvellous receiver, and 
it is no surprise to me to hear 
that it sounds superior to the 
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Denon. The only caveat is that 
any CD player should be con
nected through one of the 
phono-socketed line inputs, not 
the DIN inputs, which have a 
different sensitivity and could 
even overload. 

The CD player you're run
ning is perfectly suitable, and if 
you feel the need to upgrade, 
any of the rated models in the 
Directory listings in the back of 
the magazine will do the job. 
Personally, I would love to hear 
how a Meridian 508 sounds 
through the Tandberg. 

The right stuB 
My system consists of a Pioneer 
PL-112D turntable, Armstrong 
625 receiver and Cambridge 
R40 speakers. I need a CD 
player, but am unsure if the sys
tem can accommodate one. 
The Armstrong has an auxil
iary DIN input. 

If it is possible, what stan
dard of equipment should I be 
considering? If not, any 
thoughts on a new amplifier 
and CD player? 

P Mulligan, Doncaster 

My records don't extend to the 
625, but they do cover the 621, 
which was the matching ampli
fier, which (DIN sockets 
notwithstanding) appears to 
have been fitted with standard 
line level circuitry, with the 
overload figure given at 7 volts . 
This being the case, there is no 
reason not to use a CD player. 

Whether the Armstrong 
should be retired on quality 
grounds, however, is a moot 
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Analogue lovers ... 

Our world 
renowned precision 
pick-up arms and turntables 
await you. 

Sales and service enquiries to: 

SME LTD • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND 

� 01903 814321 � 01903 814269 
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The Pioneer PD-5504 will be a perfect partner for the creamy Croft sound. 

po int, but I would have 
thought it was out of its depth 
with the Cambridge Audio 
speakers. I remember the R40, 
as being exciting, if demanding 
loudspeakers (though it was the 
glorious RSO I always admired 
from afar), and my initial incli
nation would be to try a mod
ern amplifier such as, say, the 
Audio/ab SOOOA or (my choice) 
the Mission Cyrus Ill. 

One game plan might be to 
chat up a local dealer to loan 
you an amplifier against suit
able sureties over a wet week
end, and see what you think. 

There are several good CD 
players in the £200- £300 area 
that would suit either amp/ ifier. 
Start your search with the Sony 
CDP-561E or the Kenwood 
DP-3060 and take it from 
there. 

Silence of the equalisers 
My system includes a Grundig 
25inch TV, Yamaha DSP

A2070 amplifier, Marantz CD 
player, Technics OAT deck and 
Panasonic VCR. My speakers 
are B&W DM620i (centre), 
B&W Solid Monitor (main 
front & rear) and a B&W 
600IFS (centre). 

Question: do you think that 
a graphic equaliser such as the 
Kenwood GE-7030 or the GE-
4030 would go well with this 
system? I have been purchasing 
Hi-Fi Choice magazines for the 
last six months, and so far 
haven't seen a single graphic 
equaliser tested or rated. Why 
is this? 
]oseph Danndnin, Malt a 
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The silence on graphic equalis
ers is no accident. Whilst 
acknowledging that the tonal 
quality of high fidelity compo
nents can sometimes be awry, 
and that recordings and rooms 
may not always be neutral (any 
more than concert halls and 
other live venues, it should be 
said), tone controls are not an 
adequate solution, and multiple 

tone controls (which is what 
graphic equalisers are) are gen
erally worse than the problem 
they set out to cure. Good 
sound reproduction in the 

home has more to do with 
transparency, short, simple sig
nal paths and the elimination of 
such unwanted components. 

Bonfire of the vanities 
I have reached the stage where I 
must purchase a CD player, 
having held out as long as pos
sible. At present my system·
consists of a Croft OTL Series 
3 power amp, Croft Super 

Micro preamp, Mission 753 
speakers and Cable Talk inter
connects and 3 speaker cables. I 
listen mostly to modern and 
Latin jazz. 

After reading your transport 
reviews, I have concluded that 
there aren't any to date that are 
worth considering, and cer
tainly none that are value for 
money. I had singled out the PT 
Ordinal at the DAC end, but 

had thought about a Pioneer 
PD-S503 platter CD to drive it 
at a bargain £200, or am I bark
ing up the wrong interconnect, 
trying to use a cheap transport 
over the Marantz CD-63? 

One further point. Do you 
feel that if I did opt for a cheap 
transport with the Ordinal, 
would a one-box player such as 
the Teac VRDS-7 be as good? 
A Lang, Bristol 

Although I don't agree with 
your po int about CD trans
ports, I won't argue the point 
except to say that they can cut 
the cost of improving a system, 
because of the greater flexibil
ity they allow in the choice of 
upgrade components. 

I was never privileged to 
audition a Croft amplifier, but 
from what I understand by 
those whose opinions I value, 
your CD player may be a little 
ambitious. To fit the aural 
character of the Croft, and 
because I believe it is a damn 
good CD player, I would sug
gest checking out the Pioneer 
PD-5504. Its Legato Link digi
tal filtering has the organic, 
three-dimensional strengths I 

think you will appreciate. 
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Current equations 
My priority was and still is for a 
dynamic and lively sound. 
Reviews, dealer advice and 

auditions led me to choose the 
Harman/Kardon PM650 amp. 
I feel that it's no coincidence 

that its peak current capability 
is around 39 amps. 

Under the heading 'What's 
in a Watt', Hi-Fi Choice states 
'To maintain dynamic impact 
look for amps with amperes'. 
However in the March issue, 
the highest rated amp from 
those reviews was 19 amps. 

I like the look of the Mission 
Cyrus 3, which has nominally 
the same wattage output as my 
Harman/Kardon. 

Obviously, peak current is 
only part of the story as far as 
sound quality is concerned, but 
I have a question. With about 

one-fifth of the peak output 
capability of the Harman 
amplifier, can I expect the 
Cyrus 3 to sound anything like 
as dynamic? 
Graham Smith, Leigh-on-Sea 

As you have suggested, current 
is only one part of a very com
plex equation. Over-simplify
ing like mad, if your loudspeak
ers are non-reactive and of 
moderate or even high imped
ance and sensitivity, a surfeit of 
amps will do little, either posi
tive or negative, for your listen
ing pleasure. 

The opposite is also true, 
and reactive speakers will make 
heavy instantaneous current 
demands. The problem is that 
manufacturers don't tell you 
how reactive their speakers are. 

Indeed, there is no standard
ised way of comparing speakers 
from this viewpoint, so the abil
ity of an amplifier to remain 
stable and to deliver current 
into changing and difficult 

Mission's Cyrus Ill amplifier is a perfect choice- for many systems! 

OCTOBER 1995 33 



THE TRUTH. 

THE WHOLE TRUTH. 

AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH. 

For more than three centuries, experts have been legendary overs ized vo ice-co ils, the flat mem-
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Just one pair ol Tannoy Profile speakers will sullice- but better make them a large pair. 

loads has become an important 

issue when making a choice. 
There will be times, then, 

when the Mission won't sound 

quite as dynamic as the 

Harman/Kardon, but with 

some loudspeakers this won't 

be an issue, and the differences 

in sound that remain will be 

due to other properties of the 

two designs. 
By the way, I like the look of 

the Cyrus 3 as well, but there 
are few systems that will show 
a radical enough improvement 

to justify the change from the 

Harman/Kardon. 

From Bauhaus to our 
house 
My system comprises Celestion 
Ditton 442 speakers (14 years 
old!), Audioquest Midnight li 
cable, Ruby interconnect, 
Audiolab 8000A and an Arcam 
Alpha+ CD player. 

The problem is that I have 
always loved the sound of my 
Celestions, but they're old and 
when I move I envisage them in 
a 24 x 13 foot room. I would 
upgrade the amp to, say, 
Audiolab monobloks, and 
would like new speakers with 
very good bass extension and a 
slightly warm balance. My 
shortlist includes KEF Model3, 

Tannoy D700, Ruark 
Acco lade, TDL Reference 

Monitor, Castle Winchester 

and Spendor SP9/1. However, I 
have yet to audition any of 
these models. 

If on listening to these they 
seem too revealing/harsh, 
should I consider valve amplifi
cation? I listen at low to 
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medium listening levels, so I 
suppose 50-60 watts should be 
sufficiently powerful. 
]ames Clayton, Thetford 

Valve amps are not about mak

ing revealing loudspeakers less 

so, any more than Tipp-Ex will 

teach you the niceties of 

English language. I would 

expect the Ruark and Castle 
models, and any of the bigger 
Tannoy Profile models, to pro
vide the kind of balance you're 

looking for. Stick to the 

Audio/ab amplifier until you've 

made a final decision, which 

will have some bearing on the 

choice you make. 

Exciting when sweet 
I have a CD based system 
which includes a Rote! RA-
930AX amp, Marantz CD-63 

CD player and Mordaunt
Short MS20s. I have £350 to 
spend, and would like a more 
emotive sound. Some vocals 
sound like a bad background 
singer; the voice seems to blend 
with the instruments. 

I have listened to Arcam 
Alpha 6 ,  Audio Innovations 
Alto, Musical Fidelity ElO and 
Pioneer A-400X amps. I liked 
the sweet, relaxing sound of the 
Alto, but the bass didn't hit 
very hard. Any comments? 
K Cheong, Leicester 

You like sweet, you like excit

ing, but you want it to drive 
loudspeakers as well? If the 
answer you seek is to be found 
just in a change of amplifier, 
then surely the Musical Fidelity 

ElO is it. If this doesn't do the 

trick, you could try the Alpha 6 

at a pinch, but I would feel that 
you're also in for a pair of loud

speakers, and that will take you 

well beyond your budget. 

Car Booty Affair 
I recently purchased a pair of 
AR-71oudspeakers at a nearby 
car boot sale for the princely 
sum of £4. They are quite obvi
ously a few years old, and going 
by their bare wire terminals, 
they have some audiophile pre
tensions. 

Could you enlighten me as 
to their origins, how good they 
are/were? Also, is it possible to 
get new bass/mid drivers? The 
foam suspension around the 
edge has deteriorated and per
ished. They sound quite warm 
and soft, but this may be due to 
the damaged drivers. 
AS Williams, Forres 

The AR-7 was a well known 

compact loudspeaker, a main

stream AR sealed box speaker 

of its day, which I think was the 
mid to late '70s, though I could 
be wrong. The progressive 
deterioration of the foam bass 
unit surrounds has become 
endemic with older AR speak
ers, but they can be replaced 

without changing the whole 

bass unit at a cost of £26 per 

unit+ VAT. 

You can contact Wembley 

Loudspeakers on (0181) 743 
4567, who also hold spares and 
can service virtually any AR 
speaker ever built. By the way, 
expect to see the AR brand 
reintroduced in the UK 

towards the end of the year. 
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TRUE 
DYNAUDIO 
DEALERS 

Cornflake Shop, 37 Windmill St, 

London, 

0171·6310472 

Harrogate HiFi Centre, 

15 Commercial St, Harrogate, 

01423-504274 

HiFi Experience, 17 Coniscliffe 

Rd, Darlington, 

01325-481418 

Holburn HiFi, 441 Holburn St, 

Aberdeen, 

01224-585713 

Music Matters, 351 Hagley Rd, 

Edgbaston, Birmingham, 

0121-4292811 

Music Matters, 93-95 Hobs 

Moat Rd, Solihum, Birmingham, 

0121· 7 420254 

Music Matters, 7 Lower St, 

Stourbridge, 

01384-444184 

Nichols HiFi, 430·432 Lee High 

Rd, Lewisham, London, 

0181·8525780 

Performance HiFi Systems, 

5 London Rd, Sevenoaks, Kent, 

01732-7 40425 

The Music Room, 98 Bath St, 

Glasgow, 

0141-3325012 

Worthing Audio, 20 Teville Gate 

Precinct, West Sussex, 

01903-212133 

W.M. Coupar, 8-12 Wellmeadow, 

Blairgowie, 

01250-872436 

W.M. Coupar, 33 Reform St. 

Dundee, 

01382-229588 

W.M. Coupar, 9 Scott St, Perth, 

01738-634809 

Zeus Audio, 

Unit 6 Hope St, 

Belfast, 01232-332522 

[!Jr.�Milt][e] 
''"'"*"'''·•········ 

DANES DON'T UE.� 

29 Robyns Way, Sevenoaks, 
Kent TNt3 3EB 
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MOB» THE FRONT END 

The Jimmy Bughes 

Experience 
Jimmy Hughes - our resident Voodoo Tweak 

overlord - has found a sense of balance at last. 

outputs, swanky gold 
plated XLR sockets at 
that. Balanced outputs are 
rare even with exotic 
DACs, burquiteunheard 

of at this price. Because 

the amp! use has ordinary 

unbalanced inputs, I was 

unable to investigate the 

C 
ould balanced operation be the 
next big trend in audio? It's been 
common in professional sound 

recording and broadcast circles 
for decades, yet it is rarely encountered in 
domestic hi-fi, despite certain high end 

makes like Krell having embraced it in a big 

way. Balanced operation offers significant 
rejection of hum and noise picked up 

through the cables (very important with 
low output microphones), and there's also 
the potential benefit of increased gain and 
better sound quality. 

DAC Magic's balanced Does the DACMagic I point the way to a more balanced future'? 

Balanced working makes use ofthree wires 
(positive, negative, and ground/screen) rather 
than the usual two (positiveandground/screen). 
Although usually found in low level circuits, 

it can also be used in theoutputstageofa power 

amp.ln fact,a power amp used in bridged mode 

is working in a form of balanced operation. 

option. Bur late one 
Sundayevening,I had an idea. I happen rouse 
aMarantz D LT-1 CD line matching transformer 
between compact disc player and amplifier, 
and suddenly realised that balanced operation 

would be possible by rearranging the earth

ing. Sol quickly set to work with a soldering 

iron, and made up a special set of intercon

nects using Chord Flatlinecable. Balanced oper

ation with theDL T-1 transformer can be done 
by altering the earthing, so the nega riveinputs 

(from the bala need outpu tofthe D A CMagic) 

The improvement in sound by going bal
anced was absolutely stunning; it was like lis
tening to a DAC costingperha ps up to ten times 

as much. The sound was noticeably louder and 

much 'bigger' using balanced outputs, with 

wider dynamic range, plus a greater sense of 

scale, space and more tonal body. It was an 

immediateandobviousimprovementthatneed

ed no agonising over; every aspectofthe sound 
seemed better. Indeed, my only gripe is that 
the DACMagic I use has its left/right stereo 
channels reversed! 

In my mini reviewofthe CambridgeAudio 
DA CMagic Jlast month, l briefly mentioned 
the factthat it had the option ofba lanced audio are no longer grounded. 

sadly, people are rarely logical when under such conditions may sound dull dominated approach has been sorely 

buying things. In my experience, when you get it home. Luckily, most good tested these past few years by the arrival 

purchasing is often a very impulsive dealers will allow you to take components of some impressive budget CD players, 

activity; don't we invariably buy what we on a trial basis, so you can return any item which offer superb sonic performance at a 

want rather than what we need? That being that fails to live up to expectations. very reasonable price. The same is true of 

so, your choice of a hi-fi system may be So where do you start? Years ago it amplifiers. Indeed, the wheel has almost 

influenced more by styling or brand loyalty was deemed sensible to begin by setting a come full circle to the point where the 

than quality of sound. rough budget and listening to several pairs loudspeaker can be seen as perhaps the 

The whole point of hi-li separates is of speakers, then considered the dominant major weak link in many hi-li systems, and 

that you're able to mix and match, cherry component of the system. Once a suitable thus the item that needs the most care 

picking the best sounding items to create a pair of speakers had been selected, it was when choices are being made. 

system that suits your ear perfectly. Yet to possible to choose the system to match. Sound quality is a very subjective 

do this successfully isn't easy. You need a However, by the end of the '70s this thing, and individuals have widely differing 

good knowledgeable dealer, willing and approach had changed to one that had the priorities when it comes to sonic perfor-

able to act as a guide by demonstrating source component as the dominant item, mance. Some talk of an 'accurate' sound, 

differences between each item. And even the reasoning being that only by having the but this is very difficult to define unless 

then, there's an element of luck involved; highest quality source could a good sound you have detailed knowledge of the exact 

there's no guarantee the great sound you be guaranteed. Dealers became adept at way in which your recordings were made 

hear in the dealer demonstration room will demonstrating how an expensive high cali- - which most of us don't Therefore I 

be duplicated in your home. bre turntable with a budget amp and prefer the word 'authentic' in this context. 

Tonally, the sound in most dealer's speakers could easily beat a superior amp An authentic sound is believable and 

showrooms tends to be brighter and more and speakers when these were partnered realistic, giving a plausible sonic impres-

aggressive than it is in typical living room. with an average deck. sion of real people playing and singing in a 

A system that sounds open and balanced However, the validity of this source tangible acoustic. Yet, there's something 
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more. Beyond this, what counts most is 

whether or not a system gives you access 

to the music itself. Sometimes a system 

may not sound stunningly accurate in hi-li 

terms, yet it recreates music with all its 

passion and emotion so that you feel you 

understand exactly what the composer and 

performer were trying to achieve. 

For me, the best systems are those 

where you only notice the music and its 

performance. it's difficult to say precisely 

why some systems achieve such an elu-

sive end result and others don't, but it 

helps when a system is put together with 

great attention to small but significant 

installation details. 

Choosing a good compatible set of 

individual components is vital, and so too 

is having a listening room with compatible 

acoustics. Yet all may be brought to naught 

unless the system is installed with care 

over details like the mechanical stability of 

speakers and clean/tight electrical con-

!acts. So don't overlook this vital area. 

HI-PI CHOICE 



THE FRONT END 

A useful increase in gain of about 3dB was 
evident, but more to the point the music 

sounded far more articulate and dynamic: it 

wasn't just louder, it had far more presence. 

Playing an early Miles Davis album on CD, 

with Cannonball Adderleyon sax, the increased 

depthoftonecreated by balanced working was 

amazing. Thesoundstagewas vividly holographic, 

and subjectivelythe dynamic range of Adderley's 
pia yi ng was so apparent that his solos sound

ed farmoreexpressiveand intense. Unbalanced, 
his playing became tamer and blander, lack

ing the fiery sweep and passion apparent 

before: it was almost like listening ro two di f

ferent sax players. 

However, the full effect was not obvious 

on every recording. Forexample,a latertrack 

on the same disc failed to create the same 3-D 

soundstage. Yet such differences should be seen 
as purely relative; balanced working always 

increased the feeling of space and depth 
around voices and instruments, it's just that 

sometimes the improvement was more spec

tacular than others. Therewasalwaysasome

thing special about the balanced option, and 

even when volume levels were increased with 

the unbalanced outputs, it proved impossible 

to duplicate the same sense of dynamics and 

power. The sound was bigger and more full 

bodied with the balanced outputs, not just loud
er, addi nga whole extra dimension of realism. 

Of course! was delighted with the improve
ment, but there was also a slight feeling ofcha

grin too. Why? Because my Marantz DA-12 

DAC also has balanced outputs; I was quiet

ly kicking myself for not having made up the 

necessary ea bles years before! However, when 
I did try the Marantz balanced, results were 
actually rather disappointing. Any improve

ment over the unbalanced outputs was very 
marginal, and nowhere near as significant as 
it had been with the Cambridge DACMagic. 
Technically, this may be because theMarantz 

DAC achieves its balanced output via a trans

former, where as the D A CMagic uses two active 
stages back to back. 

Although balanced working proved in 

nearly all respects an improvement, I did feel 
long term there were some drawbacks too. 
Because the sound was so much bigger and more 
dynamic, !found I was playingthings at much 
louder volume levels. Occasionally the music 

could be slightly wearing and oppressive. It 
was very up front,anention grabbing,andexcit
ing, but not always relaxing to listen to. 

Of course it's easy to reduce the volume level, 
but then it didn't always sound right. Rather 

like reigning back a fast powerful car, it could 

sound as though the music was being held in 
check. In this context, theDACMagic suffers 
from tonal hardness, and this characteristic 

is more obvious when the balanced outputs 
are used because the music becomes so much 

more powerful and assertive. 
However, in saying that I'm totally over

lookingtheCambridgeDACMagic'sabsurd
ly low selling price of £150 and treating it as 
though it were a state of the art design costing 
a £1,000 or more. It's a truly amazing bit of 
kit for the money. � 
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DEALER DECISIONS 

Does one query plus three dealers equal confusion or consensus? 

See what sort of response you might get if you visited some of the dealers below. 

The £600 query 
My current system is a.Rotel RA-820BX2 
amplifier, Dual CS-505/2 turntable, an 

Aiwa AD-R550 tape deck and a pair of old 

Sharp speakers. I've recently replaced an 

old Sony CD player with a Marantz CD-63 
and want to upgrade my amplifier, speak

ers and turntable to match this (I'm happy 

with the tape deck as it gets little use). 

I have about £600 for the lot including 

any leads I may need and speaker stands 

if necessary (I already have a decent 

stand). I listen to indie, metal and techno. 

Matthew Wooliscroft, Kensington, London 

BanleHs 
In reply to your reader's query I would sug

gest the following items: 

NAD 533 turntable with a Gold ring 

Elektra cartridge, Marantz PM44 S£11 

amplifier and Mission 753 loudspeakers. 

Although this system comes to slightly 

more than the £600 budget, under our 

own Option 1 scheme, the customer would 

receive a voucher worth 15% of his pur

chase, which could be used to buy speaker 

cables etc. 

I must stress that the above suggestion 

is purely a starting point and that the only 

way the customer could ensure satisfaction 

would be by listening to the products listed 

above in direct comparison with other 

products in the chosen price range. 

Paul Carrano, Bartletts Hi-Fi, London N7 

Radfords 
The Rotel RA-930BX would be a sonic 

step forward from your RA820, and would 

work well with your Marantz C0-63 CD 

player, as well as the components we are 

going to recommend of course. 

Our turntable recommendation is the 

Rega Planar 2 fitted with Rega's own Bias 

cartridge. This will help you to get the most 

from your vinyl collection- it may even 

tempt you to expand it' 

Rega turntables have an exemplary 

track record as far as durability and relia

bility are concerned (the deck is guaran

teed for life- except the motor, which is 

limited to 10 years!) and it's a formidable 

performer with all kinds of music. 

The KEF Coda 7 speakers, with their 

energetic and dynamic style of delivery 

would be a favourable option: position 

them on good quality stands like the 

Atacama SC24s and they'll rock. 

QED Qudos speaker cable will work 

well with the above system, although we 

would recommend Audioquest Type 4. An 

upgrade from the standard CD interconnect 

is also strongly advised, as money spent in 

this area will prove very rewarding. Chord 

Cobra is an excellent example. 

This combination, although slightly over 

your budget, will, in our opinion, help you 

to enjoy your music to the full which is the 

most important factor. However, the final 

decision is yours. 

John Ward, Radfords of Bristol. 

BiU Butchinson Bi-Fi 
OK Matthew. Let's have a go at setting up 

a system that really handles your musical 

tastes. I'm going to recommend Rotel's 

stunning new RA-930AX Mk/1 amplifier, 

which is an absolute revelation in its price 

group. Don't worry about its relatively low 

output, an average 30W, as its high cur

rent design gives the amplifier plenty of 

guts. Musically it is ideally suited to your 

taste. lt has thrills-a-plenty to keep you 

involved, no matter what you are listening 

to, but also has more than enough defini

tion to make sure your indie and metal col

lection won't end up sounding confused. 

To match the amplifier with speakers 

could not be easier. Try the KEF Coda 8 

(big brother to the superb Coda 7) along 

with Atacama's S£24 speaker stands. 

Their unbelievable bass response, twinned 

with control of the music and detail, will 

have you hooked immediately. 

Now to the turntable. Either the Dual 

CS 505-4 UK or the Pro-ject 1 would fit 

nicely into the system. I come down on the 

side of the Pro-ject 1 because it outper

forms its low price tag. it's both superbly 

detailed and thrilling to listen to, compli

menting the superb Rotel phono stage. 

Finally, spend the rest of your budget 

on speaker cabling. QEDs new Qudos 

cable would be a good choice, with its well 

controlled, exciting sound it would be the 

ideal complement to the system. 

Wishing you good luck in your search. 

Happy listening! 

Stephen Mu lien, Glasgow Branch 

Manager, Bill Hutchinson Hi-Fi 

Two out of three dealers said that 

OCTOBER 1995 37 



Record on the new 353 tape and hear the difference. 

It's as simple as that. 

353 tape has been designed to convey the superior dynamics 

and clarity of digital sound from analogue tape. 

Reduced modulation noise, improved definition, higher 

output, and superb flat frequency response. 

From the deepest bass to the purest acoustic highs. 

353 liberates recorded music. 

(Cassette featured 353 Studio N Metal. Range includes Ferric, Chrome and Metal tapes) 



Every cassette may look the same from the outside. But it's 

the performance inside that counts. Compare 353 with your 

usual brand of tape and discover the advantage for yourself. 

353. Advanced audio and video cassettes. 

Exclusive UK & Eire Distribution: Sennheiser UK Ltd, Freepost, Loudwater, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8BR.Telephone: 01628 85081 I. Fax: 01628 850958. 
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21st Century 
Can we outnoise each other? Barry Fox 

discusses the concept of anti-sound and 

makes sure it's spelt correctly. 

or at least the last twenty years, 

inventors have been playing 

around with anti-sound. 
The basic idea is very 

simple. To get rid of unwanted 

sound you simply produce exactly 

the same sound in opposite phase 

so that the peaks of one waveform 

hit the troughs of the other waveform 

and cancel them out, leaving silence. But as 

all the inventors find out, it is nowhere near 

as easy as that. First you have to monitor 

the unwanted sound with a microphone to 
produce an exact replica, and then invert its 

phase. Inevitably this involves a slight 
delay. So if the unwanted sound is changing 

rapidly, the anti-sound never quite 

matches. 

At high frequencies, with short wave

lengths, even rhe slightest errors can make 

the anti-sound boost the unwanted sound 

instead of killing it. Errors are caused when 

the sound reflects off walls in the room, and 

arrive with a delay. It is easier to cancel 

sound at lower frequencies, where the 

wavelengths are long and slight differences 
do not matter so much. 

All this helps explain why anti-sound 

works best in very small chambers with 

constant sound signals. It can work in a 

small fighter plane and it works inside the 

cavities of closed ear headphones. This is 

why several headphone companies have 
started to offer noise-cancelling cans. The 
idea is that you wear them in noisy sur

roundings, such as an aircrafr passenger 
cabin, with the background noise elimi
nated so that you only hear what comes 

from the personal stereo. The fact is that 

many people are not particularly bothered 

with aircraft noise anyway. Because it is a 

constant drone the ears and brain soon get 

accustomed and ignore it. 
The latest anti-sound idea comes from 

the University of Southampton, which has 
won a Government grant of over £100,000 

to develop a system which will cancel out 

the sound from noisy neighbours. 

Superficially the idea sounds attractive. 
Most of the sound that leaks through the 

walls of a flat is low frequency bass thump, 
and most rock and pop records have a 

pretty regular and consistent thump pat
tern. So it should not be too difficult to 

HI-FI CHOICE 

moniror the sound and produce an anti
phase replica which is then pumped into the 

room by an audio amplifier. This will can

cel out the soundwaves in the room. 

I shall be very interested to see what 

happens when the system is used in a block 

of flats. One flat will be making rhe loud 

noise and another flat will be cancelling it. 

The anti-sound must be similarly loud. So 

what happens when loud anti-sound leaks 
out of the cancelling flat and into some of 

the other flats? It becomes a new source of 

'noise pollution'. 

Of course the affected flats can install 

their own anti-sound generators to cancel 

our the leaking anti-sound. But the likely 

result will be a domino effect throughout 

the whole building, with every system 

working overtime to try and cancel sound 
from all the other systems. The result will 

be one hell of a houseparty ... 

Spellcheck on the lntel'net 
It costs around £4 an hour on CompuServe 
connect time, and BT's phone charges, to 

surf the Internet. For that you get the occa

sional nugget, surrounded by an immense 

amount of garbage. A lot of it is described 

as 'brochureware', but it's just advertising. 

The Rolling Stones will, for instance, sell 
you souvenirs and give you the chance to 

download excerpts from their latest album 
in super low fi. I tried several rimes but 
always got error messages instead of music. 

Perhaps the master plan is that surfers may 
give up and buy the CD instead. If so, it 

failed on me. 

There are some pages on the Internet 

which pretend to deal with hi fi. These are 
glorious examples of so-called brochure
ware. I particularly like the World Wide 

Sennheiser's NoiseGard 
headphones take the buzz 
out of your everyday life. 

Web page on 'The Next Generation of 

Digital Audio'. But not for the reasons 

which the advertisers might hope. 

The 'Next Generation' page puffs the 

HDCD system developed by Pacific 

Microsonics of Berkeley, California. This is 
a High Definition Compatible Digital disc, 

not a High Density CD as currently being 

developed by Philips, Sony and Toshiba 

and Time-Warner. 

Before offering several CDs at $15. 95 

each (shipping included), the text tells how 

demonstrations of HDCD at the 1995 

Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, 

"left audio engineers and industry profes
sionals awestruck". Funny. I was there and 

never noticed. Perhaps that is because the 
dems were "in San F nncisco" (sic) and "io 
Las Vegas" (sic). 

The description of the HDCD coding 

process IS especially entertaining: 

"Although these discs sound temifilc (sic) 
without the decoder they ore (sic) astonish

ing with it. ... there wos (sic) much more 

space (sic) and depth, greater resolution 

and lower noise (sic) .... (and) thre Is (sic) a 

lot more (sic) depth and warmth ... a gen
eral (sic) roundness". 

Perhaps the typist was celebrating the 
"diffrence" (sic) and its ability to 
"imporve" (sic) a "stgnal" (sic). Or perhaps 
the puff was sourced from printed text 

scanned into a computer optically, and 

never checked before distribution on the 

Internet. Either way, it seems a pretty odd 
advert for an electronics company which is 

selling new digital technology claimed to 
improve resolution and accuracy. 

Buy bi four nou. � 
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SEVENOAKS HI Fl -

DISPLAY 8r 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

The moment you walk into a 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch you 
can be sure that you'll be 
well looked after. With over 
23 years experience in Hi Fi, 
Video and TV retail, we pride 
ourselves on supplying the 
equipment that best suits 
your needs and your budget. 

You'll find a wide range of 
products with the emphasis 
on quality. Not only is 
everything we sell on display, 
but it's also available for 
audition in any of our 
branches dedicated Hi Fi or 
Home Cinema 
demonstration rooms, 
helping you to enjoy 
choosing your equipment. 

If you thought this level of 
service might be expensive
you'd be wrong. Our prices 
are the most competitive 
around and our added value 
offers famous throughout 
the industry. 

AFTER SALES 
CARE 
Each Sevenoaks Hi Fi 
branch is served by our 
dedicated Central Service 
Department. Approved 
by all the leading 
manufacturers, our team 
of fully trained engineers 
are capable of repairing 
99% of all faults - in our 

own workshops. Once the 
repair is complete we give 
you a 3 month warranty. 
The kind of back up you'd 
expect from the leading 
independent Hi Fi retailer in 
the country. 

PRICE PROMISE 

We always try to ensure 
that our prices are 
competitive. However. in 
the unlikely event a 
competitor within 30 miles 
advertises an identical 
product as available from 
stock at a lower price, 
even in a sale, we will 
match that price! 
Added value offers not available on 
price match. 0°/o FINANCE 

We offer 0% finance 
on a wide range of 

Hi Fi & AN separates. 

Package 1: 10% deposit 
followed by 6 equal monthly 
payments. Example: Cost 
£600. Deposit £60 plus 6 
payments of £90. 

Package 2: 25% Deposit 
followed by 9 equal 
monthly payments. 

Package 3: 50% Deposit 
followed by 12 equal 
monthly payments. 

All Options: Minimum 
balance £400. 

Subject to status. 0% APR. 
Personal shoppers only. 

SUGGESTED SYSTEMS 

System 1 
CD REPLAY FROM 

A QUALITY HI Fl 

SEPARATES 

SYSTEM ... 

£399.00 
RRP £�00 

System 2 
CD REPLAY FROM 

AN 'AUDIOPHILE' 

HI Fl SEPARATES 

SYSTEM ... 

£449.00 
RRP £_;;81). 00 

System 3 
CD REPLAY FROM A 

'TRUE AUDIOPHILE' 

HI Fl SEPARATES 

SYSTEM ... 

£499.00 
RRP £jJ5'6.oo 

NAD 502 

CD PLAYER 

A sensational player which plays 

all music well 

HI Fl CHOICE 

OPTION MARANTZ CD63 
NO EXTRA CHARGE 

NAD 302 AMPLIFIER 

European amplifier of the year 

1994/1995 
HI Fl CHOICE BEST BUY 

MORDAUNT SHORT 

MS 1 0 SPEAKERS 

An outstanding small speaker, 

dynamic and well controlled 

WHAT HI Fl? ***** Ju(le 1994 

OPTION KEF CODA 7 
EXTRA £50 

PIONEER PDS703 

CD PLAYER 

The best CD Player in the 

1994/95 Awards 

WHAT HI Fl? *****Awards 1994 

MARANTZ PM44SEMKII 

AMPLIFIER 

Even better in Mark 2 form 

WHAT HI Fl? *****June 1995 

KEF CODA 7 

SPEAKERS 

These budget boxes are absolutely 

knockout 

WHAT HI Fl? ***** Apri11995 

OPTION MISSION 731 
NO EXTRA CHARGE 

MARANTZ CD63 

CD PLAYER 

Exceptional performance, 
excellent value 
WHAT HI Fl? ***** M•y1995 

MARANTZ PM54SEUK 

AMPLIFIER 

Weighty, system friendly sound 
with plenty of power 
WHAT HI Fl? ****March 1995 

TDL RTL2 SPEAKERS 

Enthralling, room filling and 
rhythmic 
WHAT HI Fl? ***** Feb 1995 

OPTION MISSION 733 
NO EXTRA CHARGE 

These systems are carefully selected to offer superb value for money. 
Unfortunately we are unable to introduce alternative products, or offer 0% Finance 

TDK TAPE SPECIAL 
PRICES INSTORE 

16 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 



THE SPECIALIST 

HI Fl PRODUCT SELECTION 
Allprice sarevaliduntilat 
least September 30th. 1995 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 5+ 
Arcam Alpha 6+ 
Arcam Delta 290P 
Arcam Delta 290 lnc remote 
Aura VA 100 11 Black 
Audiolab 8000A - 9 4  
Audiolab 8000C - 9 4  
Audiolab 8000P - 9 4  
Audiolab 8000M - 9 4  (each) 
Audiolab 8000PPA 
Audiolab 8000Q 
Cyrus PSXR 
Cyrus Power 
Cyrus Ill 
Cyrus Pre 

Denon PMA2SOIII • 

£ 239.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 479.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 519.95 
£ 699.95 
£ 749.95 
£ 849.95 
£ 999.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 449.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 649.95 

� £ 159.95 FG 
Exposure P.O.A. 
Harman HK610 (Phono extra) £ 199.95 

Kenwood KA30205E £ 199.95 

Marantz PM44 Mkll SE £ 199.95 FG 

Marantz PM53 £� £ 199.00 

Meridian 501 Pre 
Meridian 555 Pwr 
Meridian 551 

Musical Fid E10 

Musical Fid E100 

Musical Fid e·200 Pre 

Musical Fid E300 Pwr 

Musical 'Fid A 1000 

Nad 310 

Nad 302 

Nad 304 
Pioneer A203 
Pioneer A400X 
Project 7 
Quad 77 
Quad 606 
Quad 66 inc RI 

Rotel RA930AX 11 
Rotel RA930BX 
Rotel RA970BX 
Rotel RC970BX 11 
Rotel RB970BX 11 
5ony TAF246 
Technics SUA600 Mkll 
Technics SUA700 Mkll 
Technics SUA900 Mkll 
Yamaha AX490 

MINI/MICROS 

£� £229.00 

£249.95 
£ 624.95 
£ 624.95 
£ 694.95 

£299.95 FG 

£ 599.95 FG 

£ 599.95 FG 

£699.95 FG 

£1399.95 FG 

£ 149.95 FG 

£ 199.95 FG 

£259,95 FG 
£ 149.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 259.95 
£ 594.95 
£ 689.95 
£ 862.95 

£ 149.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 174.95 
£ 224.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 249.95 

Aiwa, JVC, Sony, Technics & Bose P.O.A. 
Denon 090 Ex Speakers £ 699.95 
De non 0110 Ex Speakers £ 799.95 
Denon DF1 0 Ex Speakers £ 999.95 

Kenwood HD600 inc Coda 7 £ 599.00 

Marantz 1020 inc 780SE £999.95 

Teac V8030S 
Technics RSBX501 K 
Yamaha KX380 
Yamaha KX580 

HOME CINEMA 

£ 649.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 169.95 
£ 249.95 

Arcam Xeta One Amplifier £ 999.95 
Arcam Xeta Two Processor £ 649.95 
Base Acoustimass Systems LIST 
Denon AVC2800 Amplifier £ 799.95 
GLL Arena System £ 394.95 
JBL Music & Movtes Systems LIST 
Kef 90 Centre £ 259.95 
Kef 100 Centre £ 359.95 
Kenwood KAV3700 Amplifier £ 299.95 
Kenwood KAV7700 Amplifier £ 599.95 
Kenwood KRVS570 Receiver £ 299.95 
Kenwood KRV6070 Receiver £ 349.95 
Kenwood KRV7070 Receiver £ 399.95 
Mission 73C Centre £ 149.95 
Mission 75C Centre £ 249.95 
Mission 73S Surround (Pr) £ 99.95 
Monitor Audio CC300 Centre £ 299.95 
NAD 716 Receiver £ 599.95 
Pioneer CLD2950 Laser Disc £ 699.95 
Pioneer CLD-0515 Laser Disc £ 499.95 
Rei Strata Subwoofer £ 494.95 
Rei Storm Subwoofer £ 694.95 
Rei Stentor Subwoofer £1494.95 
Yamaha DSPE390 Processor £ 249.95 
Yamaha DSPE580 Processor £ 449.95 
Yamaha DSPE 1000 Processor £ 699.95 
Yamaha DSPA590 Amplifier £ 349.95 
Yamaha DSPA780 Amplifier £ 599.95 
Yamaha DSPA970 Amplifier £ 799.95 
Yamaha DSPA2070 Amplifier £1099.95 
Yamaha RXV390 Receiver £ 299.95 
Yamaha RXV590 Receiver £ 449.95 
Yamaha NSCBO Centre £ 99.95 
Yamaha NSC 110 Centre £ 149.95 
Yamaha NSE80 Surround (Pr) £ 119.95 
Yamaha YSTSW60 Sub £ 199.95 
Yamaha YSTSW120 Sub £ 299.95 

SPEAKERS 
B8cW Solid Monitor 
B&W P4 
B&W PS 
Castle Trent 11 
Castle Durham 900 
Castle Severn 
Castle Chester 11 
Castle Howard 11 
Celestion 

JPW Minim 

,KefCoda 7 

Kef Coda 8 
Kef Coda 9 
Kef Q10 

£� £ 159.00 
£ 599.95 
£ 799.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 699.95 
£1099.95 

POA 
£ 79.95 

£ 129.95 

£.179.95 

£ 299.95 
£ 229.95 

Kef Reference Model One £1099.95 
Meridian ASOO £ 694.95 

Mission 73 1 £ 129.95 
Mission 731 LE £ 149.95 
Mission 732 £ 199.95 

Mission 733 £299.95 

Mission 734 £429.95 
Mission 735 £ 599.95 
Mission 751 (R/Wood add £ 29) £ 299.95 
Mission 752 (R!Wood add £79) £ 499.95 
Mission 753 (R!Wood add £99) £ 699.95 

CASSETTE I DCC Mission 7805E £ � £ 189.00 

Aiwa ADF450 . £ . � £ 99_00 Monitor Audio MA301 £ 199.95 
.;r� Monitor Audio MA303 £ 499.95 

Denon DRM540 
Denon DRS640 
Denon DRM740 
Denon DRW580 
Denon DRW760 

Marantz DDS2 

Nakamichi DR1 

£ 159.95 FG ���::�; ���:� �:��:� � ��:�� � ��� �� 
£ 209.95 Monitor Audio Studio 1 2 (Bik) £ 999.95 
£ 269.95 Monitor Audio Studio 20SE (Bik) £2199.95 
f 199.95 Mordaunt Short MS10 £ . -,,( £ 79.00 
£ 259.95 ,� 

£ 2� £ 18,9_00 Mordaunt Short MS20 £ 189.95 
;r• Nad 801 £ 99.95 

£� £ 289.00 ���;� :::����� 11 � m �� 
. -� Ruark Paladin £1099.95 f;r- £ 699.00 Ruark Crusader 11 £1599.95 

r:.a4 Ruark Equinox £1849.95 £� £499.00 

=---*f_':}il.f. £ 299_00 ,!annoy 631 

Pioneer CTS8305 £ 499.95 
Tannoy 632 

£,149.95 

£ 189.95 
Rotel RD960BX £ 229.95 

Sony TCK415 3-Head � £ 129.00 

sOny TCK515 3-Head Oolby S £� £ 159.00 

50ny TCK6115 Dolby 5 £ ptf £ 229.00 
Teac V6030S £ 549.95 

,
T D L NFM 

'TDL RTL2 
TDL RTL3 
TDL RTL4 

£ 319.95 

£p§' £ 89.00 

£299.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 649.95 

TURNTABLES 
Dual CS 435 inc. cart £ � £ 89.00 
Dual CS 455 lnc cart £ 169.95 

Dual CS 505.4 in c. cart£ )114' £ 159.00 
Nad 5120 inc. cart £ 129.95 
Nad 533 inc. cart £ 199.95 
Project 0.5 inc. cart £ 159.95 
ProJect 1 inc. cart £ 199.95 

Project 6.1 inc. cart £ 449.95 
Technics SL 1200/SL 1210 11 £ 499.95 

TUNERS 
Arcam Alpha 5+ £ 219.95 
Arcam Delta 280 £ 399.95 
Audiolab 8000T £ 749.95 
Cyrus FM7 £ 399.95 

Denon TU260L £ 119.95 

Denon TU215RDS £ 149.95 
Denon TU380RDS £ 199.95 
Meridian 504 £ 624.95 

Musical Fid E50 £299,95 

Musical Fid E500 £499.95 

Nad 402 £ 179.95 
Quad 66FM £ 532.95 
Rotel RT935AX £ 149.95 
Rotel RT950BX £ 249.95 

Sony STS311RD5 £� £119.00 
Sony STS261 £ 129.95 
Yamaha TX480L £ 139.95 

CD PLAYERS 
Aiwa XC300 £)A'! £ 98.00 

Arcam Alpha One £299.95 

Arcam Alpha 5+ £ 469.95 
Arcam Alpha 6 £ 599.95 
Arcam Black Box 50 £ 449.95 
Arcam Black Box 500 £ 749.95 
Arcam Delta 250 Transport £ 749.95 
Arcam Delta 270 £ 799.95 

Audio Alchemy DAC in the box £ 229.95 
Audiolab 8000 CDM £1299.95 
Audiolab 8000 DAC £ 799.95 
Cyrus DAD7 £ 899.95 
Denon DCD315 £ 149.95 

FG Denon DCD625 £ 199.95 

FG 

FG 

FG 

FG 

FG 

FG 

FG 

Denon DCD825 £ 239.95 
Den on DCDl 015 
Ken wood 
Marantz CD36 

Marantz CD46 

Marantz CD63 

Marantz CD63 Graded 

Marantz CD635E 
Meridian 563 OAC 
Meridian 506 
Meridian 500 Transport 
Meridian 508 

Nad 510 

Nad 502 
Nad 514 

PhiHp_! CD710 

Pioneer PD5703 
Pioneer PDS904 
Quad 67 
Quad 77 Powered 
Quad 77 Bus 
Rotel RCD930AX 
Rotel RCD970BX 

5ony CDP761E 

Teac CDP3500 
Teac CDP3200 
Teac DT1 DAC 
Teac VRDST1 Transport 
Teac VRDS7 

TeacVRD510 
Technics SLPG570AK 

Technics SLPS670AK 
Technics SLPS770AK 

Yamaha CDX480 

£ 349.95 
P.O.A 

£ 149.95 

£ 179.95 

� £199.00 
£ 169.00� 

£349.95 
£ 749.95 
£ 874.95 
£1094.95 
£1474.95 

£299.95 

£599.95 
£ 199.95 

£249.95 

£ 369.95 

£� £ 69.00. 

£249.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 824.95 
£ 849.95 
£ 594.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 349.95 

£249.95 

f� £ 139.00 

£ 149.95 
£ 449.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 599.95 

£)Kt'!' £ 599.00 
£ 159.95 

£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 

£� £ 169.00 

WE WON'T BE BEATEN ON PRICE See our Price Promise on opposite page 

FG- Claim free goods. Ask in store for details or see our Free Goods 
Advertisement in What Hi Fi? Magazine. 



TRUE MUSICAL 

quality hi ji products with style and value for 

audiolab 

When the original SOOOA was 

launched in October 1983, it 

took the Hi Fi world by storm. lt 

quickly earned a reputation for 

exceptional sound quality, 

elegant design and the ability to 

complement all types of modern 

loudspeaker's. 

Over the years Audiolab have 

continued to develop the 

SOOOA, introducing new 

component materials and 

improving engineering 

techniques. Today it is still one 

of the finest and most flexible 

integrated amplifiers available. 

The present SOOOA incorporates 

many of these developments. 

A new power supply and 

transformer configuration 

provides higher current delivery, 

enabling it to drive more 

loudspeaker's, with greater 

control. Audiolab also offer a 

logical upgrade path to increase 

the SOOOA's performance. 

Simply use the pre-amp output 

to add an SOOOP power 

amplifier. This ability ensures 

the SOOOA will continue to 

perform for many years. 

For more details on the 

Audiolab range, including the 

SOOOQ, SOOOC, SOOOT, 

SOOOCDM, SOOODAC, and 

SOOOPPA, contact your local 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch. 

arcatn 

AVAILABLE ON A WIDE 

RANGE OF HI Fl SEPARATES 

Spread the cost of buy1ng your quality h1 fi separates 
over 6, 9 or 12 months - Details on request 

The much acclaimed ALPHA 1 

is Arcam's most affordable CD 

player to date. A multi-level 

Delta Sigma digital to analogue 

converter means the ALPHA 1 

provides musical reproduction 

of unparalleled quality. As with 

the renowned ALPHA 5+ CD 

player, the ALPHA 1 offers 

slimline styling and minimalist 

layout, ensuring ease of 

operation and the traditionally 

uncluttered look of top quality 

British equipment. 

The ALPHA 1 is also an ideal 

aesthetic and sonic match for 

Arcam's new ALPHA 6+ 

amplifier. The two models 

combine to provide the 

convenience of a full remote 

control system, as well as 

outstanding sound quality. 

At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will 

discover the Arcam ALPHA and 

DEL TA series of products. 

tnonitor audio 

STUDIO 20SE 

The breathtaking STUDIO series 

of loudspeaker's from Monitor 

Audio, offer a no compromise 

approach to design and 

construction. This is obvious the 

first moment you see them. 

Whether they are finished in a 
standard satin veneer or a 

luscious grand piano lacquer, 

they cater for a discerning 

palette. 

The superb STUDIO 20SE's 

incorporate a gold anodised 

tweeter and an aluminium alloy 

bass/mid range driver. When 

partnered with suitable 

amplification they offer 

remarkable transparency and 

the necessary focus to 

reproduce complex passages of 

music with such accuracy that 

they are used in many reference 

systems. 

To experience the stunning 

Monitor Audio STUDIO series 

of loudspeaker's, including the 

new STUDIO 12's, just visit our 

branches in Sevenoaks, Chelsea, 

Croydon, Guildford, Watford 

and Witham (Essex). 

cyrus 

Ill 

Following the phenomenal 

success of the original Cyrus 

range of amplification, the new 

CYRUS Ill offers even greater 

musical presentation. 

Inside the familiar shoe-box 

casing, this remarkable amplifier 

was designed to incorporate the 

very latest technology, including 

remote control operation. By 

adding the PSX-R power supply 

you isolate the CYRUS Ill from 

the mains, reducing the chance 

of extraneous noise and 

glitches. The end result is an 

audiophile product, adept at 

reproducing all types of music, 

from rock to classical, jazz to 

blues, with great reality. The 

recent award for best amplifier 

from the British Federation of 

Audio Dealers, enhances the 

CYRUS Ill's reputation further. 

For more details on the Cyrus 

range, which includes the 

DISCMASTER, DACMASTER, 

DAD 7, FM 7, and new PRE

POWER amplifiers, contact your 

local Sevenoaks Hi Fi - Cyrus 

branch. 

All Meridian components, from 

the simplest to the most 

complex, are designed to be 

operated by the touch of a 

single button on the MSR 

remote control. 

The 506 CD player is no 

exception. it provides the very 

high levels of performance you 

expect from every model within 

the superb Meridian range. 

Utilising a high mass drawer 

mechanism and steel chassis, 

means that CD transportation is 

exceptional. An 18-bit Delta 

Sigma conversion stage ensures 

that bass notes are delivered 

with real slam, while detail is 

incredibly natural. 

These are characteristics 

common to all Meridian CD 

Players, including their finest 

integrated model the 50$ and 

the remarkable 500 and 563 CD 

Transport and DAC 

However, the real benefits of 

the 506 materialise when it is 

used with other Meridian 

components, like the 551 

integrated amplifier and 504 

digital tuner. Creating an 

advanced and flexible, full 

remote control, digital system. 

a 'tnusical 
• 

eventng with 
o n M o n d a y 2 n d O c to b e  r 1 9 9 5 

The first in our season of musical evenings features two of the finest manufacturers in 
Britain. The doors will open at 7pm. A musical presentation will follow at Spm, and 
concludes at 9pm with a Competition Prize Draw. Prizes include an Arcam Alpha1 CD 



EXPRESSION 

hi ji connoisseurs and music lovers 

The new 77 CD player is 

available in two guises. The first 

is a conventional, mains 

powered CD player, which offers 

all the hallmarks of performance 

and style you associate with 

Quad products. The second is a 

bus powered CD player, which 

can only be operated when 

connected to the revolutionary 

77 integrated amplifier, via the 

new intelligent remote control. 

The introduction of this second 

model enables Quads 77 system 

to offer almost limitless 

expansion capabilities, and with 

a digital tuner soon to be 

released, the system of 77 
components vyill be complete. 

With such innovative products, it 

is easy to see how Quad have 

become such a successful and 

well respected manufacturer. 

rotel 

RC/RB9 70BX 11 

Designed and developed in the 

UK, the amazing RC and 

RB970BXMKII pre and power 

amplifiers deliver real audiophile 

sound quality. By adding a 

second RB970BXMKII power 

amplifier, you can bridge the 

two in mono, providing 

incredible control with a wide 

range of quality loudspeaker's. 

The RC and RB970BXMKII offer 

the same slimline styling and 

characteristically solid build as all 

Rotel products. A separate 

record and listening facility with 

tone defeat and a split volume 

control means you have almost 

finite adjustment. While the 

addition of the RQ970BX phono 

equaliser ensures vinyl replay of 

the highest standard. For further 

details of the Rotel range, 

including the RCD970BX CD 

player, and RA970BX integrated 

amplifier visit your local 

Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch. 

a ream 

If a talisman is something that 

possesses mystical powers, then 

the superb TALISMAN 11 

loudspeaker's from Ruark are 

aptly named. Refined musical 

presentation and style are the 

hallmarks of all Ruark 

loudspeaker's. With knowledge 

gained from years of experience 

as a member of the Guild of 

Mastercraftsman, Ruark have the 

ability to design loudspeaker's 

that blend seamlessly into any 

living room. 

The TALISMAN ll's incorporate 

a two way bass reflex design. A 

Seas tweeter and bass/mid driver 

combine to offer controlled, yet 

smooth bass lines and crisp, clear 

mid range. To audition the 

complete Ruark range, including 

the new ICON, contact your 

local Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch. 

GYRODEC 

The GYRODEC has always been 

a class act. Beautifully styled in 

either a gorgeous bronze or a 

standard silver finish, it looks like 

no other turntable. Like all of 

the products designed and built 

by John Michell, it offers 

outstanding performance, 

extracting every last nuance from 

a variety of music. 

The GYRODEC incorporates a 

three point suspension system, 

so it is very easy to set up. lt can 

also be used with a multitude of 

tonearms and cartridges, making 

it one of the most flexible 

turntables available. Over the 

years the GYRODEC has 

evolved. With the addition of the 

new QC power supply it provides 

finite vinyl replay normally 

associated with more expensive 

turntables. 

rnarantz 

-· -

"" 

CD63SE 

Marantz are one of the audio 

manufacturers that enjoys 

making recorded sound as 

realistic as is possible. This 

development of pure hifidelity 

has led the Hi Fi press to bestow 

numerous Best Buys and 

Recommendations upon models 

within their range. 

The CD63SE offers the kind of 

sparkling performance you 

associate with more expensive 

CD players. With a high mass 

drawer mechanism, and copper 

screening, ensuring unrestricted 

CD transportation and air flow, 

music is always reproduced 

faithfully. The CD63SE also 

offers an easy upgrade path, via 

coaxial and digital outputs. With 

this pedigree, the CD63SE 
represents exceptional value for 

money. 

For more details on the r.r.lnl'll 
Marantz range contact 

your local Sevenoaks 

Hi Fi branch. 

and ruark 

at the Stakis Hotel, Dartford Bridge 

Player, a pair of Ruark Templar Loudspeaker's, and Cable Talk Speaker and Interconnect 
Cables. There will also be special offers available on the night. For tickets, contact your local 
branch or telephone the SEVENOAKS HI Fl information line on 01732 742299. 



COMPETITION ALCHEMIST AMPI.II'IERS 

Turn the sound of your system 

into gold with Alchemist 

amps, worth over £3,000!!! 

e not afear'd. Alchemist, the 

pointy-hatted magicians of hi

fi amplification, the company 

that put the 'ard into 'wizard', 

is offering gleaming, shiny 

amplifiers to transform your lead-footed hi-fi 

system into a golden-eared one. The name 

Alchemist derives from those Dark Age 

chemists, trying to turn lead into gold. The 

lucky first prize winner will magically turn his 

or her regular amplifiers into the Forseti 

APD21A preamp and APD20A power amp. 

The £870 line-level preamp bristles with 

six line inputs and two tape circuits. lt 

features closely specified components and a 

balanced input and output. The 150W APD20A 

power amp is worth £1,250. lt can be used as 

a monoblok, bi-amped or bridged, and will 

pump out as much as 400W per channel. 

But the wizardry doesn't end there. 

Three runners-up shall summon up an 

Alchemist Axiom APD26 integrated amplifier, 

each worth £299. This 30W, six line input (one 

tape circuit) integrated amplifier is the first to 

bring Alchemist's distinct style and build 

quality to a one box design. Like all Alchemist 

amps, it has great control over its power; the 

Axiom is no sorcerer's apprentice. 

46 OCTOBER 1995 

TBE QUESTIONS 

I What base metal did Alchemists aHempt 
to tul'n into gold? 
a) Magnesium 

b) Copper 

c) Lead 

d) Tin 

2 How much powel' does a single APD2DA 
powel' amp pl'oduce? 
a) 100W 

b) 150W 

c) 200W 

d) 2.5GW 

TO ENTER, PHONE 

NOW ON 0839 444506 
You will be asked to state your answers to the two questions 

above. Please speak clearly, and don't forget to leave your 

name, address and daytime phone number. Winners will be 

picked at random from all correct entries. You will be asked to 

inform us if you do not wish to receive details of further offers 

or promotions. 

Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all 

other times. Calls should take no longer than two minutes. 

Lines open at midnight on Friday September 1st, and 

remain open until midnight on Friday October 13th, 1995. 

COMPETITION RULES 
The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. All 

winners will be notified by post. The competition is not open to employees 

of Dennis Publishing Ltd, Alchemist Products, their suppliers, agents or 

associates. We regret that the competition is open to UK residents only. No 

cash alternative will be offered. The act of entering the competition will be 

taken as acceptance of the rules. You must notify us if you do not wish to 

be informed of any special offers or promotions. For a list of winners, write 

enclosing a stamped SAE to Hi-Fi Choice, Dennis Publishing Ltd, 19 
Bolsover Street, London Wl P 7HJ. 

HI-FT CHOICE 
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Until now it's been hit 

or miss discovering 

which CD players suffer 

the sound-sapping 

Jitter Bug. But here's 

Paul Miller with a 

new, definitive test! 

48 OCTOBER 1995 

R 
ecentissuesofHi-FiChoicehaveseen 
a shrinking of the gap between tech
nicalandsubjectiveobservations. The 
sound quality of CD players, trans

portsandDACs, in particular, is being 

confirmed by our advanced mea-

surement techniques (see issue 143 ). Yet one 

area of digital performance- crucial to pre
dicting subtleties of sound quality and trans
port/DAC matching- has remained irritat
ingly elusive. That piece of our reviewing jig
saw goes by the name of jitter. It has long been 
the bane of digital audio, but now it is tamed 
by a new and powerful test. 

What is jitter? 
Jitter is not a new phenomenon (see issue 96), 
but until nowit's been very hard top in it down 

in a way that's directly linked to sound qual
ity .Jitter is most accurately described as 'a vari-

JITTER 

ation in the timing of a periodic event'. Digital 
data is periodic because the ones and zeros 
that make up its binary code are represented 
bysingularsteps in voltage. These transitions 

are regulated or 'timed' by an accurate crys

tal clock within a CD replay system. An 

example of digital code is shown below (1). 

PLE PLOT: EFFECT OF JITTEA ON DIGITAL DATA 

0 0 

This is what jitter does to your digits 

Hl-FI CHOICE 



JITTER 

In practice, each transition or 'edge' ( 1) is 
often contaminated by 50Hz mains, extrane

ous noise and other signals within the CD pia y

er. These edges may also be modulated by the 

pattern ofthedata itself, especially iflongsequences 

of zeros are involved. This is particularly 

noticeable across a serial interface between, 

say, a CD transport and outboard DAC. 

This jitter will 'wobble' the position of the 
edges (2), blurring the precise timing of each 
transition as well assuccessiveones. So, when
everrhese blurred transitionsaresampled with

in the CD player, there remains an uncerrain

ty aboutwhen they occur(3 ). In our example, 

the digital edge might be 'seen' to appear any

where between the two horizontal arrows. 

Importantly (unless conditions are extreme

ly severe) jittered data remains intact and in 
the right order but simply shifted in time. 

EXAiroiPLE PLOT: EFFECT� JrTfER AFTER Of A CONVERSION 
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Jitter appears as sidebands of a real signal 

Nevertheless, jitter does bring an audible 

penalty. During digital-to-analogue conver

sion, jitter will appear as sidebands (5 & 6) 

either side of the real signal (4). In our simu

lated example we see sidebands at +1-100Hz 

(5) caused by jitternoise from the power sup

ply,and at+/-1,000Hz(6), which is caused by 
a discrete, sinusoidal jitter. Thismayoriginate 

from a spurious signal within the player or, 
alternatively,fromdata on the other channel. 
A random or noise-like j irrer wou Id appear on 
the above diagram as a general increase in back

ground hiss (7) after conversion. 

Not a 11 sidebands are purely j irrer-rela red. 

They could also stem from cross-modulation 

through electromagnetic orca paciti vecou pi i ng 

in the analogue stages of the CD player. Either 
way the result is the same: sidebands whose 
presence may constitute an audible distortion. 

The higher (louder) these side bands are, and 
the further they appear from the main signal, 
the more distracting they will be. 

The origin of species 
It's popular,particularlyin the US, to measure 

the level of jitter directly on the Word Clock 
that synchronises the flow and conversion of 
data within the DAC. In reality, however, dif
ferent D/ A converters will respond different
ly to the same level (and content) ofjitter mea
sured on respective Word Clocks. This tech

nique also fails to consider the data pattern 
on levels of jitter during conversion. ideally, 
we should infer the level of jitter from a spec
trum of t he final audio signal. After all, this is 
what we feed into our amplifiers, and what 
we listen to. 

HI-FT CHOICE 

For example, a multi-bit converter may 

respond to jittered data by sufferinga time (or 
phase) modulation effect. This is known as Type 

1 jirrer. By contrast, a bitstreamconvertercould 

incur both phase and amplitude modulation 

from an identical sourceofjirrer. This is called 

Type 2 jirrer.The mixed modulation of Type 

2 jitter produces asymmetric side bands that 

scaleupanddown with the side band frequency, 
whereas a pure amplitude-only or phase-only 
modulation results in symmetrical side bands 
whoseamplitude i proporrional to signal fre

quency. I sola tingj irrer mechanisms is crucial, 

becausesimilar levelsofType 1 and2 jirrer may 

well have different sonic consequences. 

We have the technology 
The followingj itter test, designed to stimulate 

worst-case levels of data and sampling jitter, 

is based on proposals made by Julian Dunn 
(Prism Sound, Cambridge) in pastAES papers. 
The test includes a high frequency tone, set at 
one-quarter of CD's 44.1 kHz sampling fre

quency (Fs/4 ), which isequivalentto 11,025Hz. 

This tone is introduced alongside a very low

level, low-frequency tone (Fs/192 =229. 7Hz). 
The latter takes the form of a square wave, 

whose minute amplitude (just one Least 
Significant Bit, or LSB) produces a data-pat
tern containing long repetitions of digital 
zeros. In a susceptible CD player, or particu
larly in the digital interface between a trans
port and DAC combination, these blocks of 

zeros modulate the data parrern of the high 
frequency signal, prompting j itter sidebands 

to appear during D/A conversion. 

HE J·TEST:EXAMPL£ Pl.DT SHOWING JITTER SIDEBANOS 
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Eat computer, jitter scum! 

As expected, thesesidebands are manifested 

either side of the high-frequency tone (8) at 

+1- 229.7Hz- the modulating or 'jirrer fre
quency' (9). However, because the low-level 
tone is a square wave, we also see additional 

sidebands linked to its odd harmonics at +I-

690Hz(10), +1-1, 150Hz(ll), +I-1,610Hz( 12) 

and soon. These are defined as the fundamental 
sideband (9), the third harmonicsideband (10), 
fifth harmonic(11) andseventh harmonic side
bands (12) respectively. Intrinsic jitter side
bands, including mains-related spurs, are also 
clearly revealed (13). 

This particular spectrum is derived from 

the digital output of a Den on DCD-825 CD 
player (issue 137) and an old DPA Little Bit 
DAC (issue 12 7), whose digital inputandclock 
recovery circuit demonstrate very little jirrer 
arren uation. Interestingly, different digital out
puts give rise to equally different j itter patterns 

with this DAC, explaining differences in 
soundqualitywithalternativetransport/DAC 

combinations whereconventional distortion, 

noise or linearity measurements betray no change. 

All the spectra presented herewereacquired 
and processed using advanced Virmal Instrument 

technology (issue 143 ). Each spectrum is cap

tured using 64 x 16,384-point FFTs, leaving 

the computer to assess whether this represents 

a Type 1 orType 2 jitter pattern and calculate 
the jittercontribution, in picoseconds (million
millionths ofa second), of each sideband. The 

total jitter (a weighted, geometric mean of all 

sidebands) is revealed by an indicator (14 ). 

Finally, the origin of individual jitter side

bands is identified by comparing them with 

fractions and mu triples of all existing clock fre
quencies, data and frame rates found within 

today's CD players. This is another first for 

Hi-Fi Choice and one that will be applied in 
our forthcoming CD player reviews. 

Bello, is that pest control? 
For now, let us take a closer look at the per

formance of some popular two-box CD play

ers, recently reviewed in Hi-Fi Choice (issues 

133 and 144 ). 

This is a magnified portion ofthejitterspec
trum obtained from Counterpoint's DA-
11 E/DA-1 OEcombination,a duo plagued by 

RF interference but betraying no other obvi
ous technical blight to explain its bright and 

tiring sound. Now we can see a fairly complex 

jitter spectrum composed of 100Hz switch

ing noise ( 15), fundamental ( 16) and third har
monic (17) sidebands which amount to 
124psec, 12lpsec and 81psec respectively. 
Importantly, this spectrum exposes some 

intrinsiclow-ratejitter (18)-already known 
for its deleterious effect on sound quality. 

The spectrum below confirms the improve

ment gained from using Arcam's proprietary 

(19) ' 

Arcam's Sync-Lock: an effective prophylactic � 
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JITI'IlR 

Sync Lock facility, which uses a Master Clock 
in the BBSO converter to govern the flow of 
data from its D250CD transport. Arcam 's use 
of hybrid DAC technology results in a Type 2 

jinerpattern,although both data-induced (19) 
and intrinsic powersupply side bands (20) are 

reduced (red to black) by a total o£33 percent 

with Sync Lock in operation. Hence the very 
obvious improvement in sound quality, typ

ically recorded as an improvement in stereo 
focus and sharpening of fine detail. 

Linn's Karik CD player suffers little or no 

intrinsicjiner,revealingwharisprincipallyfun
damental (21)andseventh harmonic(22)data

induced jitter ar 89psecs and 115 psec respec

tively. Nevertheless, rh is player is also used as 

Linn's corporate CD transport, a double life 

that serves to expose the potential drawback 
of separating two 'halves' of a CD player with 
a serial digital interface. 

Hooking-up Linn 's Numerik converter to 
the Karik's digital output results in a 48 per 
cent increase in data-induced jitrereven though 

thisisnowprimarilyT ype I in nature. However, 
this2 79psec jitter is only reduced by 5 percent 
once Linn's 'CD Sync' facility is engaged. Though 
Linn 's system uses a DC control feed instead 
of a high frequency clock return from DA C to 
nansport, it is evidently lesseffectivethan Arcam's 

similarly-rirled 'Sync Lock'. 

HI-FJ CHOICE 

Mission's Disc and DacMaster, guise one 

In similar vein, Mission also utilises a 

rerum signal (thistime at Fs: 44.lkHz) to syn
chronise itsDiscMasterCD transport with the 

DacMasterconverter. Once again, however, 

this 'Comms' cormection offers very littleanen
uation of either intrinsic (23) or data-induced 

jitter (24) even though random, noise-like jit

rer ( 25) is suppressed. 

In practice there is a larger difference 
between Mission's balanced 'Pro' digital inter

connection and its conventional unbalanced 

S/PDIF digital output, the latter demonstrat
ing a specific increase in data-induced jitterside

bands (26). You may also ha ve noticed anoth
er significant jitter sideband (2 7) on both this 
and the previous spectrum. 

At first sight this may look like the seventh 
harmonic sideband witnessed earlier at (22) 

and (12). However, zooming in on the span 
between 9,000Hz and lO,OOOHz (9-10kHz) 
reveals that the seventh harmonic sideband is 
actually located at a far lower level (28) along 
with the fifth harmonic (29). In reality, the most 
prominent side band (30) is linked to both the 

229. 7Hzdatamodulationand ?.35kHz block 

rate within the player. Thesideband at9 ,549Hz 

(31) isanothercomplexjinermodulationlinked 

to the highesr frequency of the transport's RF 
eye-pattern at 720kHz. 

As rh is jirrer rest has been implemented in 

this issue's CD player reviews, I thought it would 
be instructive to display the spectrum of 

Sony's CDP-715£, our current 'blind listen

ing' reference. Happily, this player shows the 

lowest intrinsic (32) and data-induced jitter 

(33) of the lot. Once again, the main compo
nent is linked to the block rate (or CL V frame 
rate) within the player (34 ),amounting to just 
88psec peak-to-peak jitter. 

SONY COP-715E: JITTER SPECTRUM 

·105d0 .---.-,---..---,---,,--, 

·110d8 ----+---t--i--t--1f--l 

-:U:tb •2kHz ·lkHi!: OHa •1kHz t2kHt tlkHz 

FREQUENCY OF JITTER 

This is how you'll see jitter from now on 

Review jitrer plots will be styled as above, 

centralising the main 11,025Hz signal while 
using the horizontal axis to indicate the fre
quency of jirrer side bands. The jitrer level is 
revealed bycolour-codingthevertical axis: the 
'redder'thesidebands, thehigherthejitter! Bur 
willSony'snewCDP-761 beattheclassic715E? 
Turn to the CD player tests to find out. � 
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ADVERTISING PROMOTION ' 353TAPES 

DISCOVER 
That Focus 11 cassette on our front cover says Welcome! to a super new range of tapes. 

B 
ASF's tapes ha ve always been ar rhetopofthe shopping list forprofessional record

ing experts. Now comes the company's new 353 brand, offering a unique blend of 

good shell design and fine tape, all in the name of becoming one of the most com

patiblecassettes you can buy. All353 tape casings use advanced, high-density, resin

composite materials, which combine vibrarion-damping gum, vibration-resisting 

metal and plastic polymer to minimise rhe amounr of shake, rattle and roll trans-

mitted to the tape from the outside world. Science fans note: these materials were originally 
developed in the ultra-demanding aerospace industry! 

The casing is combined with a precision-engineered mechanism and a new friction sheet, 
to create outstanding sra biliry, smoother rape rotation and lower wow & flutter. The style of 

the shell is unique, with a geometrical shape that is as functional as ir is aesthetically pleasing. 
lt even includes a three-dimensional dome, designed ro reduce resonances created by standing 

waves within the cassette shell itself. And it certainly looks rhe parr. 

The different rape materials are as advanced as the casework conraining them. A new ultra

fine magnetic formulation and special bonding agent have been deployed to ensure the mag

netic materials are packed densely-additional benefits are enhanced durability and heat resis

tance, plus lower tape noise and increased output. What's more, rhe smoothness of rhe tape 

ensures it makes close conracrwith the record/playback bead, which helps ro reduce noise even 
further. All you have to do is record on any 353 rape and you'll hear the difference! 

353 CRII-J.IVE (C90RRP-£1.35) 

Every bit as robust and user-friendly as the 

ferric Live I tape, the chromium dioxide Live 

11 also follows the 353 philosophy, with a 

very flat frequency response and the sort of 

flexibility that makes it ideal for use in car 

stereos and personals. Record in the Chrome 

(Type Ill position for excellent sound quality 

at a very reasonable price. 

353 MP IV-I'OCUS (C90 RRP-£2.50) 

353's basic metal (Type IV) tape still main

tains all the attributes of the rest of the Focus 

line, such as superb azimuth stability. 

However, the metal tape formulation used in 

Focus IV makes for a superbly flat frequency 

response, when using almost any tape deck 

in the metal position. This is the metal tape 

for those who seek 100 percent power. 

353 FE I-FOCUS IC90 RRP-£1.401 

The definitive statement when it comes to 

ferric tape, this high-performance formulation 

makes for extremely dynamic recordings, and 

it will not come unstuck with even the heavi

est rock and pop tracks. Focus I- like all 

the Focus line tapes- is housed in an 

extremely rigid cassette shell, for ultimate 

tape stability. 

353CRII-STUDIOIC90RRP-£2.501 

The premium chrome (Type 11) tape, Studio 11 

is capable of delivering remarkably 

uncoloured, transparent sounds. Once again, 

thanks to that remarkable tape formulation, 

getting the best from this tape will seldom 

necessitate any adjustment of the cassette 

deck. Studio line uses the most advanced 

version of 353's composite casing. 

353FEI-LIVECC90RRP-£1.15l 

The robust Live line begins with the highly 

compatible Live I ferric tape. Within its trans

parent shell, this budget tape provides a very 

balanced response when the cassette deck is 

set to normal (Type I) equalisation. This 

makes Live I a perfect choice for personal 

stereo users. The entry ticket to 353-world. 

3§3CRII-I'OCUS(C90RRP-£1.90l 

The Chrome (Type Ill setting has seldom 

seen as corn pati ble a tape as Focus 11. 

Designed to keep vocal sounds natural and 

musical instruments crisp and clear, the 

Focus 11 excels at azimuth stability, thanks to 

the extremely rigid tape housing. A high per

former in the chrome tape market and our 

cover tape to boot! 

353 MP IV-STUDIO (C90RRP-£3.30l 

The ultimate cassette from 353, Studio IV 

metal position tape will not only reproduce 

high frequencies with quality unheard of in a 

cassette, but also has a tonal balance, 

throughout the musical spectrum, that could 

truly be classed as 'exquisite'. A metal (Type 

IV) of uncompromising quality, which will not 

not hold back your tape deck's performance. 
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3D TV, multimedia, virtual 

reality, digital T\1, the Internet -

LIVE '95 has it first. 

Hear the purity of real hi-fi, the power of 

home cinema sound, the pleasure in musical 

instruments. 

Get hands-on with the best in computing 

hardware and software, the latest games 

releases, the state-of-the-art in cameras and 

camcorders. 

Talk with the manufacturers, have your 

questions answered by the experts, 

get first-hand advice from the 

people who are in the know. 

LIVE '95 is an interactive 

feast for the senses. lt's a 

hundred experiences 

rolled into one. 

THE LAT EST PRODUCTS 

Check out the very latest 

in consumer electronics. 

See Sony's amazing 

new PlayStation. 

Sample top-end in-car audio 

and see Alpine's famous BMW 

Compacts. Experience the ultimate in home multimedia 

from Apple, Compaq, Fujitsu ICL, Olivetti ... 

Play Killer Instinct, 

Nintendo's latest blockbuster, 

or the long-awaited sequel to 

Konami's International Super 

Soccer. 

Be dazzled by Nokia's 

stunning new leopard print and fluorescent green T Vs. 

And much more ... 

LIVE'95 brings you all that's new from the biggest 

names in home entertainment. 

95.8 CAPITAL FM 

it's party time and everyone's invited! On the 

95.8 Capital FM stage, see your favourite jacks 

and top acts. Last year, we had Whigfield, Eternal, 

Michelle Gayle, China Black and Let Loose. Be there 

to see the big names for this year. 

SEE CAR LTON TV LIVE AT LIVE 

You're on air when Caron Keating presents "After 5", 

London's early evening magazine show LIVE from the 

show (Tues & Weds). Plus, an action-packed pro

gramme of entertainment, including a chance to test 

your own skills as a TV presenter or newsreader. 

IN-CAR ELECTRONICS AT LIVE '95 

ICE at LIVE '95 hits Earls Court 2 on Saturday and 

Sunday. Check out the latest in-car audio and security. 

Experience the beefiest, baddest bass lines ever at the 

most exciting In-Car event of the year. 

Plus 120 of the country's mightiest systems battle 

it out in the National Sound- Off Challenge. Take a look 

at the installers fighting for the national title - ear plugs 

recommended! 

� CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS � CABLE & SATELLITE .___ HOME CINEMA & VIDEO FILMS ? 



COMMUNICATIONS � TELECOMS & HOME OFFICE � MUSIC &MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS .._ 

THE ULTIMATE FU TURE GAMES SHOW 

it's the ultimate challenge. Test. your games skills on the 

season's new releases. Free-play over 200 consoles 

and PCs. Arm yourself with hints, tips and cheats from 

the experts on the Future Showcase Stage. Plus the 

return of the Nintendo Challenger - 21 tons of pure 

playing power! 

TV LIVE '95 

Take a bow, you're part of the show in LIVE's real-life TV 

studio. Demos, celebrities, interviews, live auctions, big 

prize game shows will be broadcast on walls of screens 

and monitors around the show. 

LIVE MUSIC 

Spot tomorrow's stars in the making. it's the final 

showdown in LIVE's National Battle of the Bands with a 

recording contract for the best band. Watch the winners 

of Yamaha's National Youth Rock & Pop Awards on 

Thursday. 

HI-FI CHOICE LIVE 

Treat your ears to the very best in hi-fi. Our purpose

built listening rooms are planned for you to sample the 

state-of-the-art and see the latest in styling. 

HOME CINEMA 

PROMENADE 

Discover the thrills of home 

cinema - realistic cinema sound in 

your own living room. Take in clips 

from the latest big films as you stroll 

through a series of room sets 

demonstrating the best Dolby 

systems for every budget. 

BT'S INTERNET CAFE 

You too could be a wanderer on the World Wide Web. 

Surf the net and get beach-side advice at no charge 

from BT's Internet Life Guards. Try out electronic 

shopping. Access Campus World, BT's new on-line 

home information service for schoolkids. See how the 

latest hardware and software can launch you into 

cyberspace. 

MULTIMEDIA MALL 

Catch up with the fast-moving world of multimedia. Try 

before you buy. Get up to speed with all that's new in 

the CD-ROM catalogue of titles. 

GE T READY FOR THE EXPERIENCE 

LIVE '95 is six days of excitement, entertainment and 

non-stop hands-on fun. 

Call First Call on 0171 396 4545 or get your ticket 

from any tube station or on the door on the day. 
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A VERITABLE MOUNTAIN OF MAIL RESPONDING TO OUR TRIGHORD FEATURE IN ISSUE 145 

TBE GREAT TRICBORD DEBATE 

Parasound CD-88X· 
I installed a Clock 2 module in a 
Parasound CD-88X CD player 
(probably the first Clock 2 in 
Brazil!) about two months ago, 
and have been truly impressed 
with the gain in resolution, 
dynamics and overall musicality. 
The improvement is more 
noticeable when the system is 
auditioned through a QED Digit. 

However, a minor problem 
which has arisen after installa
tion is somewhat annoying, 
although it has nothing to do 
with the actual sound quality. 
After every ten discs or so, the 
player will fail and a clicking 
noise can be heard through the 
speakers. The Clock 2 was 
installed following the manu
facturer's instructions, but I 
don't think Trichord has ever 
installed the modification on the 
aforementioned US player. 
Sergio Bath, risios@mre.gov.br 

Micromega 
I have had a Clock 2 mod fitted 
in my old Micromega CD player 
for about four months. The 
sound quality is marvellous: it's 
been very transparent and 
natural-sounding since the clock 
was fitted. I am absolutely 
delighted and cannot think of a 
better alternative than the Clock 
2 as an upgrade for CD players. 

I would like to express thanks 
and delight to Trichord for the 
sheer listening pleasure the 
Clock 2 gives me. It could turn 
your old CD player into a seri
ous audiophile quality machine 

-like mine. 
Ray Churchill, London 

Meridian 200/263 
Last year I was looking to 
upgrade my Meridian 200/263. 
I was unsure if the Clock 2 was 
worthwhile or indeed likely to be 

HI-FJ CHOICE 

What time is digital love? The device that launched a thousand letters. 

an improvement, so I spoke to 
Graham Fowler of Trichord. As 
I had to be in Malvern on busi
ness, I dropped my 200 transport 
off in the morning and collected 
it late afternoon. 

The first thing I noticed about 
the clocked Meridian was more 
detail, better stereo imaging and 
an improved soundstage. Being 
a vinyl fan, I had chosen the 
Meridian because it sounded a · 

lot less digital than others I tried. 
However, on occasions it was 
too laid back and some excite
ment was missing. 

Subsequently, I have had long 
term home tests of PT's DaCapo 
and DPA's 1024 D/ A converter. 
Neither DACs offered the same 
level of improvement as the 
Clock 2. What a pity it is not pos
sible to try Trichord's DAC on 
a similar basis. 
Andrew Cripps, Tarporley, 
Cheshire 

To Clock or not to Clock 
What I'm ranting on about is 
this Trichord Clock 2 tweaky 
thingamajig. You hand over 
your prized CD player and many 
hard-earned pounds and a few 
days later it's returned to you 

without any outwardly visible 
hint that anything's been done to 
the machine at all. 

But in the privacy of your 
own home you plug it all 
back in, breathe a sigh of relief 
that now you've filled that gap
ing hole in your system, and lis
ten. And it sounds wonderful
or does it? Maybe your brain 
just tricks you into thinking it 
sounds better, desperate to ratio
nalise spending money for no 
visible gain. But who cares ... l'm 
blissfully happy-or do I just 
think I'm blissfully happy? 

Clocking your CD player 
need not be a gargantuan leap 
of faith -if you find the right 
dealer. My dealer (not in 
Norfolk) clearly points out that 
if you can't hear an improve
ment they'll remove the addi
tional gubbins and refund your 
money. To date, they've had no 
need to remove any 'clocks'. 
Also, your guarantee is with the 
dealer and not the manufacturer, 
and they stand by their work
manship. 
Anthony Hall, Norfolk 

Trichord DIY 
I am very glad I went ahead with 

the Trichord mod. I performed 
it myself - having a degree in 
electronic engineering made it a 
doddle. The difference? It's dif
ficult to pin down; it can best be 
described as a more together 
sound, with no one particular 
quality poking out of place. 

Your article suggests concern 
over power supply limits within 
modified players. This could 
well be a problem with cheaper 
players which don't have the 
robustness of supply players like 
the Arcam Alpha 5- or similar 

- possess. But as Trichord 
offers a money-back guarantee, 
you can't go wrong. 
Chris Hart, Fulchester 

Pioneer 9300 
I had the original Clock fitted to 
my Pioneer 9300 by Trichord, 
and I have now fitted the Clock 
2 board myself. Both modifica
tions gave a significant improve-

Sandcastles! 

month, we're giv

ing away a fabulous Choice sweat

shirt to the writer of the most inter

esting letter. This month Letter Of 

The Month is on holiday. 

So send in your views on hi-fi or 

music to: The Letters Editor, Hi-Fi 

Choice, 19 Bolsover Street, London 

W1P lHJ, or lax us on 0171-323 

3547. or e-mail us on 

100433.1130@compuserve.com. 
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Where you can buy the best 
hi-fi in the world without 

having to pay the Earth! 
Call & take the first step to true -

DOD c:. cso cvrnoocs®oo00UillOO©rnQ 

CHOICE �v���th�� O%APR MARANTZ (063 PLAYER !RRP £249.91 £ 3 9 9 CHOOSE FROM THE BEST IN Hi-Fi 
& A/V AVAILABLE CeURTESY OF:- NAD 310 AMPLIFIER !RRP £149.91 

YOU CHOOSE THE DEPOSIT 
THE TIME & THE AMOUNT 

ARCAH - AUDIO ALCHEMY- AIWA 
CASTLE- DENON - HEYBROOK- KEF 
UNN PRODUCTS- HARANTZ- MISSION 
NAIM AUDIO.- NAD- NAKAMICHI 
PROAC - PIONEER - POLK - QUAD 
RUARK - REGA - ROTEL- ROGERS 
REVOLVER - TANNOY - YAMAHA ETC 
NEED SOME HELP OR ADVICE1 

KEF CODA 7 SPEAKERS !RRP £149.91 INTEREST FREE! 
10% DEP UP TO £1000 
20% DEP UP TO £2000 

Offer subject tc stcck availability. E&OE. Not with any other offer. 

·Call our help lines,our helpful 
and experienced staff are 
always willing to assist you. 

248 Lee High Road, Lewisham, London. SE13 SPL 
Open 10am - 6.30pm. Man-Sat (Closed Thurs) 
Fax 318 0909 Email Sales@Billyvee.Demon.co.uk 
Oustanding Product Range - 2 year warranty 
Audition in comfort using our listening rooms 
A/V&Hi-Fi Installation -Part Exchange service 
*Free 24hour Delivery and Mail Order Service 

30% DEP £3000 & OVER 
Our fixed repayment scheme offers 

a flexible way to purchase the 
system you really want. 

e.g. Goods Total £1500 
Deposit £300 

Balance £1200 
= 16 payments of only £75 
*PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 

SALE OF EX-DISPLAY AND DEM EQUIPMENT 
Save up to 50°/o in our summer clearance sale. 24hr Delivery only £5.00 
Many items as new with full warranty. Please check availability before ordering. 

WAS NOW 

Arc�m Alpha 5 Amp -------------------------- £229.00 £169.00 

Arcam Alpha 6 Amp--------------------------- £329.00 £239.00 

Arcam Alpha 5 Tuner ------------------------ £219.00 £159.00 

Arcam Delta 250 CD Transport------------- £749.00 £499.00 

Aiwa ADF850 Cassette----------------------- £229.00 £115.00 

Gyrus 3 Amplifier--------------------------- £499.00 £399.00 

Gyrus FM? Tuner--------------------------- £399.00 £299.00 

Castle Durham 900 Spkrs ----------------- £279.00 £179.00 

Creek CAS 4240 Amp --------------------- £249.00 £119.00 

Denon PMA 250/3 Amp -------------------- £159.00 £ 99.00 

Denon PMA 450se Amp ----------------- £269.00 £149.00 

Heybrook Heystak Speakers ---------------- £499.00 £319.00 

KEF Q30 Speakers------------------------- £369.00 £249.00 

Marantz PM44se/2 Amp -------------------- £199.00 £119.00 

Marantz ST55 Tuner ------------------------- £149.00 £ 99.00 

Marantz ST63 RDS Tuner ----------------- £249.00 £159.00 

Ma rantz CD63 CD Player-------------------- £249.00 £149.00 

Marantz CD63se Player---------------------- £349.00 £249.00 

Mission 751 Spkrs --------------------------- £299.00 £229.00 

--------------------- WAS NOW 

Mission 752 Spkrs ------------------------------- £499.00 £349.00 

Monitor Audio 201 Spks ----------------------- £249.00 £169.00 

NAD 602 Cassette ----------------------------- £219.00 £139.00 

Nakamichi DR1 Cassette---------------------- £849.00 £595.00 

Pioneer CLD 950 Laser Player--------------- £499.00 £409.00 

Pioneer CLD 1950 Laser Player------------- £599.00 £499.00 

Pioneer F502 RDS Tuner---------------------- £249.00 £189.00 

Pioneer CT S430S Cassette------------------ £199.00 £139.00 

Pioneer CTW503R Cassette ---------------- £179.00 £119.00 

Pioneer CTW603RS Cassette --------------- £229.00 £159.00 

Quad 34 Preamplifier ------------------------ £398.00 £299.00 

Quad 306 Power Amp-------------------------- £350.00 £239.00 

Rega EL8 Speakers ---------------------------- £298.00 £188.00 

Ruark Talisman Speakers-------------------- £699.00 £499.00 

Rote! RA935 Line Amp ------------------------- £249.00 £129.00 

Rote! RA935 Phono Amp ---------------------- £279.00 £149.00 

Rote! RT 950L Tuner --------------------------- £249.00 £159.00 

Rote! RCD 965bx discrete CD Player------ £379.00 £169.00 

Yamaha DSPE200 Processor--------------- £369.00 £ 259.00 

Call now on 0181 318 5755 or 0181 852 1321 



THE FRONT END 

ment to the sound as described 
in previous review articles. The 
only negative effect has been 
increased noise from the CD 
player via the interconnects and 
the mains into myNA T 02 tuner. 
This effectively means that I 
must turn the CD off when using 
the tuner through my Nairn 

NAC 62 preamp. 
Concerning the power supply 

problems discussed in the article, 
I noticed that all the board reg
ulators were running very hot 
and presumably operating 
towards their design limit. 
Perhaps an on-board regulator 
would help? 
P Hodge, Swindon 

Denon DCD920 
Several months ago I considered 
changing my CD player, a 
Den on DCD920, as it was a few 
years old and I felt that there 
was a slight thickening of the 
sound in the mid-band with per
haps not quite the detail and 
attack that I could expect from 
my overall system. This com
prises a Pioneer A-400 linked to 
the player with Connections 
jade interconnect and Chartwell 
studio monitors (Wilmslow kit) 
linked with Cable Talk 3. 

I was, however, undecided 
whether to change the player or 
to add a DAC such as the 
Cambridge DacMagic 1. In sur
veying the situation, I discov
ered that almost invariably the 
best sounding players had the 
highest clock accuracy. On this 
basis there seemed little point in 
adding a DAC unless the clock 
accuracy was dealt with first. 

Therefore it seemed logical 
to incorporate the Clock 2 mod. 
The difference in sound quality 
was immediately apparent, but 
took a little getting used to. 
There was now a marked open
ness which had not previously 
been there, and this led to a much 
more detailed sound, especially 
in the treble. Leading edge attack 
was now quite startling, but even 
more obvious was the apparent 
increase in dynamic range. 
Additionally, instruments could 
now be more accurately posi
tioned on the soundstage. On 
the downside, female voice suf
fers from a slight sibilance which 
was previously less noticeable. 

The tonal balance of the sys
tem has not changed: deep bass 
on recordings was always repro
duced in a manner that can be 
felt like before, just tighter. 

HI-FI CHOICE 

Treble is very detailed although 
maybe marginally brighter, 
which does not worry my system 
as it was already well balanced 
and not over-bright. 

After lengthy auditioning on 
all types of music, I am in no 
doubt that I made the correct 
decision. The music just gets bet
ter the more you listen. I have 
still not fitted a. DAC, but I feel 
that the accuracy of the trans
port is such that further benefit 
may be obtained with one. 
lain MacKintosh, Inverness 

Marantz CD85 
I had an elderly Marantz CD85 
clocked fairly recently, although 
it's now used solely as a trans
port. The DAC is an upgraded 
Audio Alchemy ODE v1.0. 

After wishing for an equip
ment change of some sort, and 
inspection of a decidedly 
unhappy wallet, the plan was to 
upgrade to a better transport 
without the cost of a replace
ment. The answer? Clock 2. 

After it was fitted the sound 
was less harsh and bass was 
tighter- but still very much in 
evidence. I use Heco 1040 speak
ers which I find to be fairly bass 
heavy, but the Clock tamed the 
desire for boom without ruining 
the feeling. The Clock 2 was a 
very reasonable price for the 
improvements I experienced. 

On the subject of compati
bility, my advice would be to 
ring Trichord. Although ulti
mately they are trying to sell you 
their product, I found them more 
than helpful and willing to 
advise, seemingly unmoved by a 
possible sale. 
C Mandeuille, Kent 

Marantz CD-50SE 
The main point from your 
'Trichord Phenomenon' feature 
in the August issue is quite 
clearly that the Clock 2 is rather 
more 'horses for courses' than 
has hitherto been realised. 

Strange-or is it?- that the 
Clock 2'd Pioneer is a step up 
from the model favoured by 
Trichord as transport for the 
Pulsar 1. Significantly, the mods 
include a 'beefed-up' power sup
ply, and the Pioneer DAC is 
bypassed. Choice was full of 
praise for the complete system 
when offering it as a recent 
competition prize. 

Our own Clock 2 experience 
is entirely positive. My wife and 
I own a five year old Marantz 

CD-SOSE which was Clock 2'd 
earlier this year. The most 
noticeable improvement has 
been in image depth, and a quite 
marked separation within that 
depth. Image width was always 
good, but now it's more focused. 

On the downside, the CD
SOSE is now even less tolerant of 
sharp, sibilant discs (yes, I have 
checked them out on other play
ers). The number of these discs 
has not increased, but they 
sound worse through the post
Trichord player. Our 15 year 
old Thorens TD160S with Rega 
RB300, AT-OCS and QR 
Ringmat still gets plenty of use. 
But Trichord does a lot to 
improve an imperfect medium, 
and its efforts should be seen in 
that context. I am very pleased 
with the Clock 2, as I am with the 
Pioneer A-400 GTE from the 
same stable. 
Bob Parsons, Berkshire 

Pioneer PD-5802 
In January, I contacted Trichord 
about upgrading the transport 
section of my Pioneer PD-S802 
CD player, to use in conjunction 
with a Cambridge Audio 
DacMagic 1 which I will be buy
ing shortly. Trichord also 
informed me of the digital out
put mod, which will be essential 
in realising the full potential of 
an outboard DAC. 

I have to say that even as a 
stand-alone integrated CD 
player, my 802 is now thor
oughly impressive, with huge 
improvements in soundstaging, 
separation, clarity and control. 
Trichord demonstrated to me 
that results do vary with the 
player's upgrade potential. 
Happily for me though, I dis
covered that my 'new' 802 
showed much better focus. 

Needless to say, I shall be 
investing in the digital output as 
soon as I have assessed the 
DacMagic 1. I have since heard 
the Marantz CD-63SE and 
found it to be two-dimensional 
and splashy, by comparison. 
Treuor Ponsford, Kent 

Marantz CDBO 
With reference to your article on 
re-clocking CD players, I would 
like to relate my experience of 
having my Marantz CD80 CD 
player upgraded. 

Instead of going the T richord 
route, I have had a re-clocked 
digital output added by Audio 
Synthesis to my player, and had 

WRITE ON' 

changes converting it to a trans
port-only unit. The changes 
were undertaken to partner the 
DA-X converter (Ultra Analogue 
version) from Audio Synthesis. 

The changes carried out were 
the disablement of analogue 
stages, DAC and drawer light, 
the addition of a regulated 9V 

transformer to supply digital 
output stage, and the addition of 
an IEC power socket. The out
put facilities now consist of 
Toslink, coaxial and 50Mbit 
AT&T fibre-optic output. 

Compared to the CD80 in 
original form, the stereo imaging 
has improved, and there are 
marked gains in focus, low-level 
detail and bass extension (par
ticularly via AT&T) - yet the 
CD80's rhythm, pace and bass
line has been retained. Using it 
with a non-reclocking DAC, like 
the Orelle DA180, it sounds 
hyper-fast, even faster than a 
Lion Sondek LP12. 

Audio Synthesis now pro
duces its own upgraded Sony 
transport renamed 
Transcend - which has been 
much further developed since my 
upgrade in early 1994. 

D Stanley, W Sussex 

Philips/Marantz CD94 

Congratulations for exposing 
the T richord Clock rip-off, what 
took you so long? Your other 
reviewers have raved over this 
piece of sonic degrading non
sense. It degraded the perfor
mance of both Philips and 
Marantz CD94 players and your 
rave original write-up must have 
made a fortune for Trichord. 
However, I cannot agree with 
Paul Miller's absurd rave review 
of the Sony 715E. This is a very 
mediocre CD player now fortu
nately discontinued. Paul 
Miller's inaccurate comments 
can be understood when one 
notes the very poor reference 
equipment he uses. 
John Stephen, Herts 

Up yer bum! 

For some time now Choice has 
consistently recommended the 
Trichord Clock 2 modification. 
In your letters pages you have 
suggested that it may cure all 
manner of ills. Now it seems that 
in blind tests small differences 
could be heard. Sometimes 
improvement, sometimes not. I 
suggest that you are all talking 
out of your bottoms. 
K Watson, London 
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LOOKS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NO OTHER ••• 

SOUNDS LIKE 

NOTHING 

AT ALL • . 

THE BEST IN 

THE WORLD. 
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Interconnects and 
Speaker Cables. 
Made in USA 

Distributed in the UK by 

W O L L A T O N  
A.-u-o-•-o 
tel : 0115 928 4147 
fax: 0115 928 0625 

not a complete dealer list 

AUDIO INSIGHT 

53 Wolverton Road, Stony Stratford 
Milton Keynes, Bucks MK 11 1 ED 
Tel: (01908) 561551 
AUDITORIUM 

119 Middlesex St, Bishopsgate 
London E 1 7JF 
Tel: (01711 247 5000 
(2 m ins walk ram Liverpool Street Stn.) 

BASICALLY SOUND 

The Old School, School Road, 
Brecon Ash, Norfolk NR 14 8HG 
Tel: (0 1508) 570829 
CLONEY AUDIO 

55 Main Street, Blackrock, 
Dublin, Eire 
Tel: (00) 3531 2888 477 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO 

2 Carlyle Road, West Bridgeford, 
Nottingham, Notts. NG2 7NQ 
Tel: (0 115) 981 3562 
INFIDEUT Y 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Surrey KT 1 4DA 
Tel: (0 181) 943 3530 
KAMLA ELECTRONICS 

251 Tottenham Court Road 
London W1 P 9AD 
Tel: (0171) 323 2747 
MUSICAL IMAGES 

45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middx. TW 3 1 RH 
Tel: (0 181) 569 5802 

173 Station Road, Edgware, 
Middx. HAS 7JX 
Tel: (0181) 952 5535 
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Tel: (0171) 497 1346 
MUSIC MILL 

72 Newhaven Road, 
Edinburgh EH6 5QG 
Tel: (0 131) 555 3963 
RAYLEIGH HI·FI 

216 Moulsham Street, on the Parkway 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 OLR 
Tel: 01245 265245 
132/134London Road, 
Southend, Essex SS2 1 PQ 
Tel: (0 1702) 435255 
SOUND ACADEM Y 

152A High Street, 
Bloxwich (Nr. Walsall) 
West Midlands WS3 3JT 
Tel: (01922) 473499 
SOUND ORGANISATION 

4 Pickfords Wharf, Clink Street, 
London SE 1 9DG 
Tel: (0 171) 403 2255 
THE POWERPLANT 

66 Upper North Street 
Brighton BN 1 3FL 
Tel: (01273) 775978 



NEXT MONTH IN 

Despite spending years as an Egyptologist, nothing could have prepared 

me for the sheer terror that was standing before me. lt was 

Ysgloth, a demon so indescribable that I can't describe 

it. In each of its 12 vile hands- if hands be 

the correct word for the un-name

able horrors that I could 

not name at the ends of its 

dozen arms- lay a pair of 

loudspeakers, priced between 

£100-£300. I knew at that 

moment that my mind was being 

torn asunder and that I would 

never be the same again as I discov

ered the truth about the Revolver 

Colt, the KEF Coda 7 and many more. 

VALVE AMPS 
Although Ephraim Nebuliser had lived his entire life in the shadows of 

Salem's most Satanic alleyways, nothing could have prepared him for 

the unspeakable horrors, which I cannot speak of now. Arising from the 

m irk and mire beneath his feet rose the most ancient and terrible 

Pishoth-Y'slaag and its many revenants. Its countenance was too horri

ble to describe without turning the minds of sensible folk to madness. 

Upon each revenant's chest- if, indeed, it was a chest- there was 

the mark of the Justified Ancients of Valve-Valve. The mark was that of 

a different integrated valve amplifier, each priced below £1,000. Would 

they fight? Would there be a single victor? Whatever the result, he knew 

that his mind would be spoiled forever. 

As he ventured beneath the land of Ba'ra Br'ith, Spencer Marks felt the 

icy fingers of terror chill him to the very marrow of his soul. He heard 

the slow, rhythmic chant "As-da, As-da" as the mighty European forces 

moved to control the entire hi-fi market by legislation on electro

magnetic compatibility. Thunderbolts did strike his hi-fi without effect, 

and it did rest upon a myriad of foul and electrical demons, yet how did 

it sound? Only the beast so horrible and unspeakable that I can't even 

speak its name- if, indeed, it has a name- knows. 

CD-R 
His withered hands tore at the flesh of the devilish beast that stood at 

the gateway between sanity and madness. Briefly he saw the future of 

audio, before his very soul was torn asunder at the sight of the mighty 

Kkhitty-Kkhitty-B'hang-B'hang. The future of audio was in the shape of 

Pioneer's new domestic recordable CD, the first of its kind in the UK. 

Now that up to 60 minutes- if, indeed, minute is the right word for so 

timeless a thing- of perfect quality recordings can be made on a CD 

that can be played on any player, he knew that his life was forfeit and 

that the terrifying beast that is so horrible it simply could not be spoken 

of, would once more bring unspeakable terror to the world of men. 

ALSO 
The Horned One sacrifices a variety of small animals, before the dread 

beast who is so unnameable I can't name it • Pods, preamps and CD 

players perform perverse pthings in Psessions • Our roving reporter is 

delivered from the Pit of Demonic Evil and cast screaming into 

Frankfurt for the annual High End show • Plus many more things that 

are so unspeakable that I can't describe them in polite society. 

The November issue will ooze horribly onto the shelves in an on nameable manner on Friday 6th October 1995 
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ON TEST 

Twelve budget 

CD PLAYERS 

Hey Mr CD player, you're a digital nobody until you've gone a few rounds with Paul Miller. 

So which one of this month's contenders will emerge with its digital filters intact? 

THE CAST LIST 

Cambridge CD4 ............................ £150 

Den on DCD-625 ........................... £200 

JVC XL-V284 ................................ £140 

Kenwood DP-2060 ....................... £160 

Luxman D-322 ............................. £140 

Onkyo DX-7210 ............................ £260 

Pioneer PD-5504 ......................... £200 

Sony CDP-561£ ............................ £200 

Sony CDP-761£ ............................ £250 

Teac CD-P3200 ............................ £150 

Technics SL-PS770A ..................... £250 

Yamaha CDX-480 ......................... £170 
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I 
mitation, we are told, is the sincerest 

form of flattery. However, as we were 

to discover when collecting CD play

ers for this group test, compliments of 

another kind can have a sting in their 

tail. The task seemed simple enough: 

having drawn up a grand shortlist of con

tenders between £150 and £2 50, there 

remained the somewhat laborious task of 

contacting manufacturers' and gathering in 

representative samples of the players. 

And representative is the key word. Both 

the up-and-coming Marantz C0-46 and 

NAD 510 are missing from our test, for the 

reason that true production samples were 

not available by mid-July. So if you've seen 

any reviews of either player before, say, the 

beginning of September, you should think 

carefully about how effectively they repre

sent production models that will be sold to 

the public. 

However, a number of other budget CD 

players are missing for entirely different rea

sons. Two manufacturers declined to submit 

players for review in Hi-Fi Choice, despite 

recently having supplied samples to at least 

one other magazine. Why7 Not because the 

manufacturers lacked faith in our procedure, 

our blind listening and state-of-the-art lab 

tests. Quite the reverse, in fact. "We would 

rather not supply," I was informed, "because 

we know our player is uncompetitive" -
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CD PLAYERS 

actually the word was shorter than this, 

began with a 'c' and rhymed with snap -

"and we would rather not have Choice 

advertise the fact"! An irksome compliment 

then, but one not paid to other magazines 

where the outcome of a review is, how can I 

put it, based less on fact and more on sub

jective whimsy. I'll not embarrass those 

manufacturers by mentioning names. After 

all, at least they were honest! 

This leaves us with the cream of the bud

get crop: 12 players whose manufacturers 

and distributors have sufficient faith in their 

performance to enter them for the toughest 

race of all: the Hi-Fi Choice blind listening 

assault course. These are all fully-equipped 

players, complete with remote control, 

direct track access, programming and repeat 

options; yet, in a number of instances, they 

cost no more than about 12 full-priced CDs. 

These are the brave souls from Cambridge, 

Yamaha, Luxman, Teac and Kenwood, who 

continue the push for fine sound quality 

below the £200 watershed. 

Unfortunately, these beer-budget 

wonders face an uphill struggle, because 

many players pitched between £200-£300 

are heavily subsidised in order to make an 

impact in what has become a fiercely com

petitive area of the market. 

Players including the Sony CDP-715£ 

(our current reference) and Marantz CD-63 

have lorded it over the masses for the past 

year, but are now challenged by new £250 

machines from Sony's own stable, Technics 

and from Onkyo. But where does this leave 

the new £200 players from Denon, Pioneer 

and Sony (again)? Read on for some unex

pected twists and turns ... 

The Inside Story 
Some players still use the original style of 

multi-bit converters to translate the CD's 

digital data into recognisable music. This 

technique relies on converting entire 16-bit 

'words' of information at a time, yielding a 

wide dynamic range at the expense of 

slightly increased distortion. 

Other players rely on one of a new gener

ation of bitstream converters which reduce 

these unwieldy 16-bit digital words into 

smaller packets of four bits or less. Smaller 

chunks of data are processed at an appropri

ately higher speed, avoiding the uneven 

steps and distortions of multi-bit converters 

at the expense of extra noise, both in and out 

of the audio band. In an effort to gain the 

best of both worlds, some CD players 

employ part multi-bit and part bitstream 

(so-called hybrid converters) though these 

have their own, unique, distortions. 

However, you need not fret over the rela

tive compatibility of different CD players 

because, regardless of the technology, they 

must all still conform to certain agreed stan

dards. Every CD player will handle both 

12cm and 5cm silver discs, will offer the 

same basic track skip, pause and stop facil

ities and will require the services of a line 

input on your amplifier. 
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Bow to gel the most fl'om 
the new, full-c:oloul' plots 

This is your player going flat out 

EXAWPLE Pl.OT: SPuRIOUS OUTPUT e ·)fktB 

This is your player playing music 
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FREQUENCY OF JITTER 

(1 5) 

Too much jitter and your deck sounds bitter 

FREQVENCY RESPONSE PLOT 

This plot shows the response of the player at high (OdB, black 
trace) and low (-60dB, red trace) musical levels under extreme 

magnification (0.5dB/div). In practice, changes in low-level lin

earity together with an increase in hum (1) and noise are 

revealed by a change in the smoothness of the red trace. 

Ripples (2) are a by-product of some digital filters, though 

bolder ripples (3) only observed in the (red) low-level response 

are more likely to be caused by unwanted cross-couplin& or an 

unstable Master Clock. Ideally the black and red traces should 

still match one another. 

lkHZ/-70dB PLOT 

Dither is a special type of low-level noise, used to randomise 
the predictable quantisation errors that cause unwanted har

monic distortion. Ideally, these harmonics (4) are then traded 

for a slight increase in inaudible hiss (5), although some DACs 

are clearly more proficient at this than others. 

Also, do look out for a build-up of ultrasonic noise (6) 

beyond the audio band ( > 20000Hz). This is a by-product of 

some bitstream DACs whose noise-shapers are used to re-dis

tribute huge levels of re-quantisation noise. Traditional multi
bit DACs produce less of this noise and, as a result, may per
form more consistently with different amplifiers. 

3D SPVRIOVS OVTPVT PLOTS 

An audio frequency sweep from OHz-22.05kHz (7) at both OdB 

(peak output) and �30d8 (the thick of the music) reveals contin

uous changes in pertormance rather than at one frequency. 

Distortion harmonics (8) may be seen radiating out to the right 

of this sweep, and the lower the distortion, the less obvious 

such harmonics will appear. 

In addition, sampling or stopband images are represented 

as whole or partial V-shaped patterns (9) centred on multiples 

of the 44.1kHz sample rate. These are especially obvious on the 

OdB example plot, which also reveals the rippling pattern 
caused by the mathematics of the player's digital filter. Ideally 

such images will be removed altogether, allowing the noise floor 
to descend, undisturbed, into the darkest green/black regions 

of the graph. 
Higher-order sampling images (10) can enter the audio 

band directly, where they may contribute to so-called 'digital 

harshness'. As we saw on the -70dB/1kHz plot, bitstream-style 

converters often produce a significant quantity of ultrasonic re

quantisation noise (11). Depending on its severity, this places 

added stress on the accompanying amplifier. 

Both plots cover a full 100d8 dynamic range, the lower

level version running from -30d8 to an incredibly low -130dB 

(12). So, by looking at the 'colour' of the noise in the audio band 
(13) we can get a direct indication of the dynamic range of one 

CD player vs. another. The darker the colour the better; unless, 

of course, this simply exposes nasty-sounding distortions that 

might be lying beneath! 

JITTER PLOT 

This latest test probes fluctuations in the timing of digital sig

nals during D/A conversion, variations caused by interference 

from the player's own power supply, interterence from adjacent 
clocks and even from the 1s and Os that form the data itself. 

Ideally the plot would show a sharp, central peak (14) ris
ing from as little back&round noise (15) as possible. In practice 
we find jitter (see feature, this issue) represented as sidebands 
alongside this central peak. litter caused by power supply noise 
(16), such as diode switching. is usually seen close to the main 
peak. This, together with very low-rate jitter, causes the peak to 
broaden, influencing the stability and focus of stereo images. 

litter caused by interaction with the data itself, or from 

other repetitive processes within the player, are represented on 

this plot by the more widely-spaced sidebands (17). This type of 
jitter is often directly audible, and is linked to muddling or 

harshness, particularly where the music contains sustained 

treble detail. These new plots, in tandem with the measurement 

table (page 92), amount to the most advanced and comprehen
sive tests currently published on CD player performance any

where in the world, bringing us closer than ever before to 
explaining and predicting the sound of reproduced music. 
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exerc1se 
your senses 

Sound&Vi 
• 

Where the leading names will be demonstrating 
their best Hi-Fi and Home Cinema systems 

Absolute Sounds, Arion Acoustics, Audiolab, Audiomeca, 

Aura, B&W, 
Chord Company, 

Boston Acoustics, Carver, Ce ·n Vega, 
Goldring Products, Grado, Hi-Fi Choice, 

Home Cinema Choice, JPW Loudspeakers, Linn Products, 

Mana Acoustics, Meridian, Mirage, Mission, 
Puresonic, QED, 

Shark Cab Solid, S u Systemdek, 
Van den Hul, hat Hi-

a ·eh , Nexus, NHT, 
REL, Revolver, Roksan, SO cous ·cs 

Target Audio, Tech-Link, Technics, 

What Satellite, Yamaha 



CD PLAYERS 

Cambridge 
CD4 

F 
ew brand names have the his

torical resonance of Cambridge 

Audio, a decades-old company 

whose name and manufactur

ing base has been bought, lock, 

stock and barrel by the Audio 

Partnership. This group, rather like Hi-Fi 

Direct, is a spin-off from the burgeoning 

Richer Sounds empire. 

As ever, high value engineering is top of 

the agenda as the CD4 CD player joins 

Cambridge's existing DACMagic-1 con

verter (issue 136) and forthcoming A1 

and A2 integrated amplifiers. Try not to be 

dissuaded by its primitive aesthetics, slug

gish track access and 'quick' search facil

ity which is so slow as to be next to use

less unless the CD4 is already in pause 

mode. Otherwise, the player is equipped 

with a comprehensive remote and, for the 

purposes of a future upgrade, a good qual

ity digital output. 

Under the bonnet, however, we find at 

least half of what makes the DACMagic-1 

great in the form of a single TDA1305 con

verter from Philips. Unlike Cambridge's 

outboard DAC, however, this stage drives 

the player's output directly (or at least via 

a pair of tantalum AC-coupling caps). 

Somewhat surprisingly, the CD4 still has a 

usefully low output impedance but its abil

ity to drive so-called passive preamps 

and/or long and moderately 

capacitive interconnects 
, I 

authority, leaving most listeners apprecia

tive of its flow and bounce even if one 

found it a little too 'jerky' for his tastes. 

Either way, the CD4 is certainly one from 

the muscular, brusque-sounding but 'flat 

earth' school of hi-fi design, majoring on 

strength of rhythm rather than depth of 

sou ndstagi ng. 

This heavy-handedness over-empha

sised the staccato strings from Mozart's 

Sinfonia Concertante, the player sound

ing si ightly forced or even stilted in its 

enthusiasm to bash out a tune. On the 

other hand, it drew out the hurdy-gurdy

like instrument from Magpie Lane to great 

effect, portraying a vivid sense of perform

ers playing in the round. 

Then again, Cannonball Adderley's sax 

sounded a little too vivid and exciting: 

powerful and entertaining stuff that ended 

up sounding tiring in the long term. There 

was also the suggestion that its muddling 

increased with both the complexity and 

dynamics of the music. So the chorus 

from Look Of Love was heard to flatten 

out, sounding mushy rather than alive 

when joined by the brass accompaniment. 

"Meaty, beaty, big and bouncy," remarked 

the panel, by way of a passing shot. 

Conclusion 
Rather than sounding dull and boring, the 

CD4 was described as 

enjoying "bags of in-your

remains compromised. So 

beware of fancy wires. 
SOUND ***** 
VAL1l'E ***** 

face-missus-character that 

will either set your system 

alight or burn it at the stake". 

This budget player is a 

rough diamond, whose 

sluggish transport and big 

but occasionally clumsy 

sound puts youthful enthu

siasm before mature sobri

ety. Plenty on offer then, at a 

very modest price. 

Sound Quality 
"I would not like to meet 

this player in a dark alley," 

remarked one panelist in 

response to the CD4's eager 

but decidedly assertive 

sound quality. Its music has 

a great sense of power and 

Hl-FJ CHOICE 

PRICE £150 

.A. Cannot be faulted for ils 
energy or fresh intent 
Good value for money. 

T A burly teenager of a CD 
player. lacks coulh. 

tBI Hi-Fi Direct, Richer House, 
Hankey Place, London SE! 4BB. 

Ill (0171)4031310 
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L&BRBPORT 

ODB/-60DB RESPONSE 

SPtJRIOtJS OtJTPtJT -30dB 

CAWBfUI)GE C04: SPVFUOUS OUTPUT. -JHB 

The CD4's output level increases by a substantial + ldB 

over the first five to ten minutes before the player's 

large voltage reference capacitor fully stabilises. So 

never audition a CD4 'cold' from the box. Nevertheless, 

the CD4's output (which includes a gently declining tre

ble, (1)) is still 2.7d8 below its rated 2V specification. 

This will also put the player at a disadvantage in any

thing other than a level-matched comparison. 

Like the DACMagic-1, the CD4 provides a wide 

dynamic range with dithered signals (2) although, in this 

instance, its lower 96x oversampling and non-differen

tial output releases mora ultrasonic noise (3). Philips 

hybrid DAC technology also promises a magnificent 

109d8 S/N ratio, compromised in 'real life' by an equally 

monumental + l&dB noise modulation -a known 

causa of audible 'roughness'. 

litter, meanwhile, is low but almost entirely data

induced while distortion increases at HF and mid-level 

(typ. < 0.1 par cant) to reveal sprays of second, third 

and fourth harmonics (4) alongside stopband images (5) 

from the digital filter. .,... 
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CD PLAYERS 

Denon 

DCD-625 

W 
hat began as the DCD-

595 (issue 128), only to 

be improved by Denon 

as the DCD-615 (issue 

139) has now evolved 

into today's £200 DCD-

62 5. The ten per cent increase in its price 

tag is apparently justified by a change of 

ergonomic styling in addition to a variety 

of internal revisions. 

Traditional direct access keypad, pro

gram and basic tape-edit functions are 

now located above Denon's familiar white 

display though, as ever, the fluorescent 

elements are set too far back, preventing a 

clear view from above the fascia. A new 

digital servo control is specified for the 

transport assembly, along with claims for 

faster and more accurate tracking. In prac

tice, tests revealed that its track access 

was nearly twice as slow as the DCD-615. 

On a more positive note, the DCD-

625's headphone amp is now equipped 

with a volume control, independent of the 

12-step digital attenuator that feeds its 

main UR audio outputs. Otherwise the 

18-bit digital backbone of the player 

remains unchanged as Denon maintains 

its steadfast loyalty to NPC's budget 8x 

oversampling filter and Burr-Brown's 

PCM61 P DACs. Described somewhat 

floridly as SLC (Lambda Super Linear 

Conversion), this tried-and-tested formula 

has, up until now, almost always seen 

Denon through to a Hi-Fi 
Choice swing tag. 

by the forced, technicolor presentation of 

the DCD-625 even though their compan

ions were less irritated by its excesses. "lt 

does bark occasionally," one panellist sug

gested, but it still remains detailed and 

revealing of complex musical structures. 

The same listeners were disturbed by 

the DCD-625's rendition of Mozart's 

Sinfonia Concertante where the first vio

lin was depicted as if strung with steel 

wire just as the accompanying viola, cello 

and woodwind had, by all accounts, "gone 

on a tea break leaving the double bass to 

grunt in an empty acoustic". 

In its defence, one listener praised the 

DCD-625 for its handling of the various 

penny whistles and other woodwind pipes 

from Magpie Lane. Here, at least, the 

player sounded effective if rather coarse in 

delivery. The poise, caution and trans

parency displayed by the DCD-615 has 

been lost in this new player. 

Conclusion 
The DCD-625 prompted various degrees 

of ennui from the panel, ranging from a 

general lack of enthusiasm to something 

approaching disdain. In a nutshell, the 

DCD-625 places too great an emphasis 

on both mid bass and treble, cutting 

through the musical mustard more effec

tively than some in this group while still 

lacking the physical character of more 

upbeat contenders. 

This is not an instance 

Sound OuaHty 
SOUND 

VALUE 

PRICE 

***** 
***** 

where Denon's tried-and

tested SLC technology has 

passed its sell-by date, but 

rather represents a tempo

rary derailment. For what

ever reason, the DCD-625 

has evidently lost the quiet 

sophistication of its fore

bears, suffering an uneven

ness that can sound exciting 

with some CDs but down-

"All top and bottom," 

remarked one listener in 

response to the fierce 

sound of Cannonball 

Adderley's sax and the 

excessively boomy bass 

that waffled from Massive 

Attack's Better Things. Two 

listeners were unimpressed 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

£200 

.A. A well-constructed , vigorous 
and lively-sounding player. 

T Rather gritty, grainy and brit
tle-sounding. 

181 Hayden Laboratories Ltd. 

Hayden House, Chiltern Hill, 

Chalfont St Peter, 

Buckinghamshire SL9 9UG. 

a (01753)888447 
right brash with others. 

1·)\'lifi' 

LABRBPORT 

'UN/DITHERED -70dB 

SP'URIO'US O'UTP'UT OdB 

OE:NON DC0-6H: SPURIOOS OOTPUT. OtiB 

SP'URIO'US O'UTP'UT -30dB 

The basic character of the OCD-595 and OCD-615 

remains unaltered in the DCD-625- a blend of quali

ties that include modest errors in low-level linearity of 

+0.4/-l.ldB, a wide 108-109dB S/N ratio (dented by 

high + lOdB noise modulation), a wide practical 

dynamic range (1) and minimal output of ultrasonic 

noise (2). 

All qualities, including the lurch in distortion of 0.002 . 

to 0.04 per cent between OdB and -30dB, are entirely 

typical of this 18-bit technology. Even the 'leaky' 88.2kHz 

sample tone (3) is visible from issues 137 and 139 . 

The complement of distortion is rather less endear

ing. however, ranging from bold second/third harmonics 

at peak level (4) to an uneven spray of second-eighth 

harmonics (5) in the middle of the musical action. The 

stopband images (6) are entirely typical of NPC's 

SM5841 filter, incidentally. Unfortunately jitter, while low 

at 187psecs, is almost entirely data-induced. 
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Micromega Stage 

never 
upstageable 

The Micromega Stage is the first truly 

upgradeable CD Player. A top quality unit 

with interchangeable circuit boards that provide 

three increasing levels of sound performance. 

Just select the entry level Stage that suits your 

current budgetary and Hi-Fi needs- Stage 1,2 

or 3. Then, when you're ready to move up to a 

higher level of performance, simply take your 

Stage to your local dealer and they will upgrade 

it to the next level. All it will cost is the difference 

in retail price between the two stages. 

New upgrades will regularly be introduced to 

keep your Stage at the leading edge of Audio 

technology, so you can be confident that it will 

be Upstaged. 

To hear why Stage is both the CD Player you need 
today and the CD Player you'll want tomorrow. 

0 mlc:JomEGa 
callnowon 0181-502 1416 



CD PLAYERS 

JVC 

XL-V284 

W 
e know from experience 

that JVC is not above 

dressing its older CD 

players in fresh clothes 

before re-launching last 

season's model as this 

year's hot favourite. lt happened with the 

XL-Z441 and XL-Z452 (issues 107 and 

112) and, more recently, with the XL
V264 which re-materialised as the XL
V274 (issues 128 and 139). At the time, 

I suggested that JVC dream up some bona 

fide revisions for this season. 

Perhaps someone in deepest Tokyo 

was listening, for this latest XL-V284 is a 

genuinely new player and not based on 

the XL-V274. Sure enough, its slim profile 

looks familiar enough, as does the bright 

and highly visible fluorescent display and 

centralised mechanism. Yet JVC's tape

edit, DDRP and variable-output head

phone socket have all been abandoned. 

In their place, JVC has provided a 

fixed-output socket and new 'display off' 

option while shaving a hairy £20 off the 

old retail price. The remote control, with 

its direct access keypad, index skip and 

repeat faci I ities remains unchanged. 

Mechanical upgrades include a so-called 

'Z-chassis' with its offset mains trans

former and supporting feet for improved 

stability. Meanwhile, on the digital front, a 

new version of JVC's Pulse Edge Modulation 

bitstream DAC has been 

wheeled into service. 

creaminess with a hint of sibilance, 

beyond which the extreme treble is cut 

suddenly short. "Odd, odd, odd," puzzled 

one listener. "Almost gets away with it," 

suggested another. 

With most pieces of music, our panel 

would complain that one particular instru

ment was inadvertently letting the entire 

side down. The piano from Casino 

Royale's Look Of Love was so reduced in 

scale and pitch that two listeners had for

gotten the piano even existed until 

reminded of the fact. Yet Dusty's stirring 

and expressive vocal performance saved 

the day, in a warm and cuddly sort of way. 

The general balance of the player is 

ethereal rather than substantial, its 

ambiguous character causing our panel a 

few problems of definition. "it's another 

good if slightly interpretative player," they 

suggested. "One that provides plenty of 

exciting dynamics and depth with 

Mozart's Sinfonia Concertante but fails to 

convince us with busier-sounding per

formers like Robert Cray." 

Conclusion 
As the first genuinely new player to 

emerge from JVC in a couple of years, the 

XL-V284 offers a modest, but not unat

tractive performance at a very agreeable 

price. it's an intimate and cosy-sounding 

player, described by our panel as the clos

Sound Quality 
IOVND 
v.um: 

***** 
***** 

est thing to a New Age man 

currently available in budget 

digital audio. 

Furthermore, the player is 

both slick in operation and 

equipped with plenty of fea

tures. Perfect for your Enya 

CD's, the XL-V284 is possi

bly the most sophisticated 

sub-£150 player in town 

and, as a consequence, 

clinches a recommendation 

JVC's XL-V284 somehow 

captures the intimacy and 

acoustic detail of a record

ing but is seemingly inca

pable of transporting its I is

teners to the original perfor

mance. Its treble is 

occasionally unfathomable, 

offering an odd blend of 

HI-FI CHOICE 

PRICE £140 
.a\ An affordable player with hi

tech guts and an intimate 
sound. 

T lacks a little substance and 
gumption. 

t8J JVC UK Lid., JVC House, JVC 
Business Park, Priestley Way, 

London NW2 ?BA. 

e (0181) 450 3282 
on price. 

LAB REPORT 

SPURIOUS OUTPUT -30dB 

JVC ><L·VZI4: SPURIOUS OUTPUT. ·3048 

UN/DITHERED -70dB 

DATA-INDUCED JITTER 

-!OdB 

-!l5dB 

l -l&odB 

E 
V -105dB 
E 
L ·IIOdB 

·115d8 

JVC XL-V284: JITTER SPECTRUIIA 

(5) (4) 
r i'(" 

j) \. IJ I 
-120d8 

.JL JIJ.,lJ, ,.a..L.r, 

FREQUENCY OF JITTER 

Rather than utilise someone else's technology, JVC has 

long ploughed its own digital furrow with a variation on 

the bitstream theme called Pulse Edge Modulation. This 

modal features a new single-chip implementation 

(including 64x ovarsampling) called the MN35502. 
Distortion remains exceedingly low at 0.001-0.014 per 

cent right across the audio range at -30d8, offering a 

flat response, wide dynamic range (1), freedom from 

digital images and truly excellent filtering of ultrasonic 

noise (2). 

The same trend is visible at lower (-70d8) levels 

though here a spray of erroneous odd-harmonics (3) 

also succeeds in penetrating the curve of ultrasonic 

noise. The older MN35500 converter was free of this 

blight (issue 139). The superb low-level linearity and 

wide 107d8 S/N ratio remain benchmarks for a single

chip bitstreamer, though its + 8.8d8 noise modulation 

does it no favours. Finally there's the modest 258psec 

jittar, comprised of power supply-induced (4) and 

frame-induced (5) sidebands. 
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"A collaboration of the world's finest 
audio and visual technology" 

2 mins from Liverpool Street station 
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CD PLAYERS 

Kenwood 

DP-2060 

T 
he beginning of this year saw 

Kenwood's DP-3060 storm 

through to a well-deserved Best 

Buy (issue 139), a feat 

achieved through its combina

tion of excellent build quality, 

abundance of widgets and implausibly 

expensive sound. Knock £20 off its price 

tag and you're in DP-2060 territory, a land 

superficially similar to the DP-3060 with 

its dense population of gadgets including 

direct track access, program, repeat and 

tape edit facilities. Inside, however, it's a 

very different story. 

Here Kenwood has forsaken its five

year association with NPC in favour of 

another, and presumably cheaper, com

bined oversampler and bitstream DAC 

from Toshiba, the TC9268P. As a result, 

both the technical and musical 'character' 

of the DP-2060 is very different from any 

of its bigger brothers. This contrast deep

ens with the resurrection of Kenwood's 

DPAC circuit. 

First introduced in 1988, DPAC or 

Digital Pulse Axis Control, was an early 

attempt to re-synchronise both data and 

clock signals prior to D/A conversion. The 

express aim of this innovation was 'the 

elimination of jitter' (see jitter feature, this 

issue) though, as our Lab Report suggests, 

unfortunately DPAC seems to be doing 

more harm than good. 

Sound Quality 

SOtJND 

VALtJE 

PRICE £160 

ticularly matter-of-fact, an all-pervading 

greyness stripping any hint of expression, 

vitality or subtle contrast from its music. 

Yet the player could just as easily 'shout' 

when least expected. For example, the 

ordinarily sultry tones of Dusty Springfield, 

who leads through Casino Royale's Look 

Of Love, were described as barking and 

sibilant on this occasion. 

Nevertheless, it is the slapdash nature 

of the player that attracted most criticism. 

Its bass is loose and ill-defined, undermin

ing the player's ability to maintain a regu

lar sense of rhythm. "More bloom than the 

Chelsea Flower Show," jested one panel

list as the deep bass from Massive 

Attack's Better Things wobbled uncer

tainly into the room. 

This lack of proportion and coherence 

ensured the attention of our panel was lost 

almost immediately, encouraging a sound 

that is neither leaden nor up-beat but non

committal and insipid. The panel con

cluded that it might describe this player as 

neutral if it were not so damnably claus

trophobic and lacking in crispness, drive 

and determination. 

Conclusion 
lt was difficult to find anything positive to 

say about this machine. This is a sad epi

taph for a CD player that certainly looks 

and feels the part but whose sound is 

uninspiring. What a difference £20 can 

make - a diversion of resources from 

From whatever perspective 

it is viewed, the perfor

mance of this player seems 

unimpressive. In very gen

eral terms it exhibits an 

unmistakable vagueness, a 

sheen of indifference that 

promotes a similar apathy 

from whoever is listening at 

the time. 

.A A well-built, well-appointed 

sonic engineering to slick 

widgets with less than 

remarkable consequences. 

As it stands, Kenwood's DP-

2060 may offer plenty of 

material engineering but it's 

Mozart's Sinfonia 

Concertante sounded par-

HT-Fl CHOICE 

and attractive-looking player ... 
T ... with an imprecise and unin

teresting sound. 
181 Trio-Kenwood UK ltd, Kenwood 

House, Dwight Road, Watford, 
Hertfordshire WO 1 8EB. 

111 (01923) 816444 

as soporific as a food-fight 

in the Horlicks factory. So, if 

you insist on falling in love 

with Kenwood's aesthetics, 

scratch-and-save for the 

fabulous DP-3060 instead. 

LAB REPORT 

OdB/-60dB RESPONSE 

SPURIOUS OUTPUT -30dB 

KENWOOO OP.�I60: SPURIOUS OUTPUT • -JOdB 

OUTPUT 

fREQUENCY 

DATA-INDUCED JITTER 

KENWOOD DP-2060: JITTER SPECTRUM 

L 
·100dB •-+7�--:;¥:__+7'1"'\"r----l 

e ...... •-+++---=th-+-'r:--t---1 
E 
L -11ocaa •--t-1-t--t-rir 

-120d8 

-3kHz -Zkttz -1kHz DHz •1kHz •ZkHz tlkHz 

FREQUENCY OF JITTER 

This player is beset with bugs. Firstly, its integral Bx digi

tal fiHer seems responsible for a low-frequency rippling 

(1) and treble kink (2) in its frequency response, 

amounting to -ldB at 20kHz. This filter. and I use the 

term loosely, provides a mere 25dB stopband rejection. 

releasing huge images (3). 

Meanwhile its noise-shapers fail to remove all traces 

of requantisation noise (4) from the audioband, yielding 

a sub-16 bit S/N ratio that compromises its practical 

dynamic range (5). Other spurious signals include a 

22kHz tone (one-half the sample rate) at -96dB (6). 

Distortion (typ. 0.02-0.2 per cent) is odd-order at low 

frequencies but is progressively submerged by requanti

sation noise at higher frequencies. Its vague sound is 

probably linked to the huge 2044psec of discrete jitter 

(discounting random jitter, (7)). This comprises power

supply noise at 1835psec (8), data-jitter at 445psec (9) 

and frame-jitter at 600psec (10). 
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Aria. A new way to 

look at hi-fi support. 

Introducing the Aria Modular Hi-Fi Support 

System. lt can change the way you look 

at your components. 

Build up separate vertical shelves. Or link 

units side by side. Either way, Aria lets you 

vary shelf heights to suit your components. 

Start with a Base Pack and go from there. 

There's no limit to the number of ways 

you can build it up. 

Not only does Aria give you more flexibility 

than any other hi-fi system, it also 

provides sound deadening and 

decoupling benefits. With black tubular steel 

legs. Grey tinted glass or black MDF shelves. 

And adjustable carpet-piercing spikes. 

The Aria Support System. Hi-Fi will never 

look the same again. 

I want a good look at the Aria system. Please send me a brochure. 

Name Address 

Post Code 

AP�JLififJ Our components improve yours 
HI-FI FURNITURE 

Zenith Crown Ltd., Tipton Road, Dudley, West Midlands, DV1 4SQ Tel: 0121 520 5070/1432 



CD PLAYERS 

Luxman 

D-322 

R 
ather like rare and exotic jew

ellery, Luxman's CD players 

have only been available from 

time to time, and at a price. 

it's a long-standing situation 

about to end, with Richer 

Sounds having recently negotiated the 

sole distribution rights to Luxman in the 

UK. And with Richer at the helm, prices 

will inevitably tumble. 

Take the 0-322 by way of example. 

Our sample had a £300 ticket slapped on 

its side, a figure reduced to £200 prior to 

our review, before plunging to an astonish

ing £140 just two weeks later. 

Consequently, the 0-322 is built more 

robustly than the average sub-£150 CD 

player, although, and this is less obvious 

to the untrained eye, it also exudes a cer

tain 'Denon-esque' character. 

The same 8x oversampling filter and 

18-bit converters are employed, for exam

ple, the latter adjusted to achieve a good 

low-level resolution - an unusual choice 

in a market dominated by bitstream tech

nology of one sort or another. Even the flu

orescent display is common to Denon's 

OC0-625, the duality camouflaged by 

Luxman's use of an orange filter window. 

Much the same range of direct access, 

program, repeat and tape edit facilities are 

on offer, including a 12-step volume 

adjustment (cutting output by 8: 1) via 

remote control. The remote logic is not 

interchangeable, however, and the 0-322 
lacks Denon's coaxial digi-

tal output. . .  

and hollow. Tracey Thorne's voice was 

projected well enough, but this articulate 

performance contrasted with the collapse 

of Dusty Springfield's vocals through the 

choral sequences of Casino Royale. "it 

sounds as if someone's thrown a blanket 

over her head," remarked one listener. 

If kept within safe limits the 0-322 
treads a secure course, but push it outside 

its threshold and the player can sound 

strained, confused and cloudy. Even the 

relatively simple-sounding pipes from 

Magpie Lane were described as 'amateur

ish' by our panel in response to the 

screechy, intense and rather tedious 

sound that greeted their collective ears. 

"More like a recorder ensemble from the 

local Primary School than a group of 

Arran-sweatered, bearded folkies gath

ered around a pint of Scruttocks Auld 

Dirigible," suggested one particularly 

imaginative member of the panel. 

Then again, the Cannonball Adderley 

track was clearly appreciated for its decid

edly up-tempo, powerful and forthright 

performance, despite hints of roughness 

glinting through the raw blast of sax and 

trumpet. Like a shot in the dark, the D-

322 sometimes hits its target. 

Conclusion 
With Luxman's 18-bit wonder at the helm, 

detailed classical or folk recordings may 

break-up and torment you. On the other 

hand, busy but less articulate rock/pop 

COs sound both livelier and 

Sound Quality 
Something of a mixed bag 

by all accounts, this player 

responded favourably to the 

steady presentation of 

Massive Attack's Better 
Things even if its bass did 

sound a little ill-controlled 

SOUND 

VALVE 

PRICE 

***** 
***** 

less aggressive than other

wise expected. Evidently, 

the 0-322 has an interpre

tative attitude, playing into 

the hands of some material 

while rapping the knuckles 

of others. But at this crazy, 

knock-down price? Well, 

the 0-322 has to be worth 

risking a bruise or two. 

Hl-FJ CHOICE 

£140 

� Can sound up-beat, positive 
and forthright. low price. 

.. 
B 

Not a player for all seasons. 
Hi-Fi Direct, Richer House, 

Hankey Place, London SE! 488 
Ill (0171) 403 1310 

LAB REPORT 

OdB/-60dB RESPONSE 

SPtJRIOtJS OtJTPtJT OdB 

Ll..floOolAN 0·322: SPURIOUS OUTPUT • OdB 

SPtJRIOtJS OtJTPtJT -30dB 

LUXMAN 0-JZZ: SPURIOUS OUTPUT 8 -30118 

Comparisons with Denon's DCD-625 prove interesting. 

for though though both players clearly have much in 

common, each still retains an individual 'colour' of its 

own. NPC's SM5841 Bx oversampling fiHer is still 

responsible for the mild ripples in both players' 

responses (1) while releasing characteristic stopband 

images (2) -with even bolder ripples -from multi

ples of the 44.lkHz sample frequency. 

In this regard the D-322 and DCD-625 are indistin

guishable. However, and despite its use of fancy Silmic 

coupling caps, the D-322 suffers slightly higher levels of 

distortion (up to 0.06 instead of 0.02 per cent), evident 

from the stronger third harmonic (3). At lower levels the 

complement, rather than amount, of distortion varies 

dramatically between the Luxman and Denon players 

(compare -30dB plots). Here we see a spectrum domi

nated by even-order harmonics (second, fourth and 

sixth) (4), (5) and (6) respectively. litter is pretty low and 

composed of both mains and data-induced sidebands. 
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CD PLAYERS 

Onkyo 
DX-7210 

D 
igital diehards will be aware 

that Pioneer, in particular, has 

been employing a novel style 

of digital filter that merges 

digital images outside of the 

audio band with genuine 

music that lies within. The response of the 

player then seems to extend beyond the 

usual 20kHz, even if everything above 

20kHz is little more than digital garbage. 

Unknown to the wider market, Onkyo has 

been up to something very similar. 

This is its FPCS or Fine Pulse 

Conversion System, first explored in the 

DX-750 (issue 141) and apparently man

ufactured for Onkyo by the electronics 

giant, NPC. Onkyo makes fairly realistic 

claims for a 'warmer and more natural 

sound' but then dents its credibility by sug

gesting FPCS 'reconstitutes frequencies 

lost through the D/A conversion process'. 

This is worryingly close to Pioneer's earlier 

assertion that its Legato Link was 'recov

ering frequencies beyond 20kHz in full'. 

Either way, there's no disputing the 

rugged build quality and range of key facil

ities offered by the DX-7210, which mys

teriously increased in price mid-way 

through our review period, busting our 

£250 ceiling. The fluorescent display 

includes a 20-track music calendar while 

its bold fascia is bedecked with buttons for 

direct track access, ran-

dom, repeat and program 

refined and sophisticated performance, 

enjoying what was described as a cultured 

and well-bred quality that stands out from 

hi-li's kindergarten kids. Crucially, it has 

the ability to sound both smooth and 

detailed without lapsing into the grey and 

boring civility that afflicts lesser players. 

Mozart's Sinfonia Concertante now 

possessed the sense of an orchestra in a 

grand acoustic, allowing the powerful 

sound of strings and woodwind to die 

gracefully away rather than be 'clipped 

short'. The solo violin also sounded very 

fluid and clean, free of any fatiguing jerki

ness and graininess. 

However, our listeners did suggest that 

the player began to lose it with Robert 

Cray's fussy-sounding Things You Do To 
Me, a track that sounded solid and direct 

but also a little too loud and wiry. Yet its 

composure returned to reveal a welcome 

depth with Adderley's Somethin' Else 
which enjoyed a very real sense of poise 

between the brass, double bass and 

accompanying fizz of percussion. 

Conclusion 
This player may still lack the crisp and 

transparent treble of Sony's cheaper CDP-
561£, but it counters this with a fluid, 

even-handed and involving performance, 

resembling that of Pioneer's PD-5504. 
Like its soulmate, the DX-
7210 has a very consistent 

play modes. Solid stuff 

then, but at this price I 
would also like to have seen 

both digital and variable 

output options. 

SOUND 

VAI.UE 

PRICE 

***** 
***** 

character - both tonally 

and dynamically - a rich, 

smooth and musically 

colourful performance that 

extends from disc to disc. Its 

relatively high price pre

cludes a Best Buy rating, 

but the doughty DX-7210 
should still feature near the 

very top of every enthusi-

Sound Quality 
In keeping with its billing as 

the costliest player in our 

test, the DX-7210 provided 

us with a noticeably more 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

£260 

.A. Very refined, pleasantly 

open-sounding with an 

honest outlook. 

,.- Not quite as relaxed or crisp

sounding as the very best. 

181 Onkyo UK, 401-405 Nether 
Street, London N3 lOG 

e (0181) 343 20820 

ast's shortl ist. 

LAB REPORT 

SPURIOUS OUTPUT OdB 

ONKYO OX·7Z1 0: SPURIOUS OUTPUT. OdB 

OdB/-60dB RESPONSE 

UN/DITHERED -70dB 

Rather like Pioneer's Legato Link (see page 79), Onkyo's 

FPCS employs a relatively low-order interpolative digital 

filter that 'dovetails' digital stopband noise (1), arising 

from the first image at 44.lkHz, into the top-end of the 

audioband (2) where a slight kink is observed (4). 

This low-order filtering is linked to NPC's SM5872CN 
chip with its combined Bx oversampling and bitstream 

DAC, an IC that's clearly distinct from the SM5872BS 
used by Marantz and Kenwood in the CD-63/53 and DP-
3060 (issues 137 and 139 respectively). 

The 'contouring' of distortion (3) is equally unusual, 

increasing from 0.0016 per cent mid-band to > 0.04 per 

cent at higher frequencies. This effect is less evident at 

lower levels where requantisation noise, rather than 

spikes of distortion, dominate the picture and encourage 

a smoother sound. However, even here the noise-shap

ing process (5) is clearly influenced by Onkyo's FPCS fil

ter. Odd, but far from unpleasant stuff. 
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CD PLAYERS 

Pioneer 

PD-8504 

A 
nyone who dismisses the PD-
5504 on appearances will be 

doing their ears a great disser

vice. Why? Well, the PD-5504 
may look identical to the ill

fated PD-5503 (issue 139) 
but it sounds altogether more like the PD-
5703 (issue 137). In terms of its chassis, 

the PD-5504 is really a carbon-copy of its 

forebear, featuring the same range of track 

access, program, repeat and random play 

modes plus peak search, proprietary 'Hi

Lite' scanning and synchronised tape edit 

facilities. Same remote handset too, com

plete with 25-step digital volume control. 

As ever, Pioneer's Stable Platter 

Mechanism takes pride of place, support

ing the CD label-side down while the laser 

reads it from above. The idea is both ele

gant and effective: by preventing the 

edges of a CD from 'flapping' at high 

speed, albeit minutely, the laser is able to 

recover a sharper 'eye-pattern' of data 

which, in turn, means less digital jitter fur

ther downstream. All grist to the mill, as 

Pioneer's PD-5504 now incorporates a 

separate coaxial digital output, enabling it 

to be used as a high quality CD transport. 
Otherwise, Pioneer's Legato Link digi

tal filter (see issue 113) has also been 

retained, providing a gentle treble roll-off 

that combines digital stopband noise with 

genuine audio to provide a 

Sound Quality 
The PD-5504 always seemed to bring an 

air of sophistication to the music. 

Sounding both extended and exceedingly 

natural, with sibilance-free vocals, the 

extreme treble still lacked the finesse, bril

liance and ability to 'shimmer' in the man

ner of Sony's CDP-561 E. 
There was some slight dissension over 

its extreme treble quality. Some listeners 

found it grainy or edgy while others sug

gested these were differences in the CD's 

recording quality. Yet Dusty's seductive 

voice soared for the very first time, with a 

quality that was felt in the 'hip pocket'. 

This emotive performance was under

pinned by distinctive piano and saxo

phone 'I icks' that betrayed a sensual edge. 

So, by opting for a richer mix, the PD-
5504 is not as free-sounding as our refer

ence, its open and atmospheric balance 

affording a warm and agreeable 'air' rather 

than a breeze off the North Sea. Massive 

Attack was applauded for its tremendous 

atmosphere, recreating a moody ambi

ence that reflected the disque noir nature 

of the track to great effect. A thoroughly 

rich and polished performance. 

Conclusion 
Compared with previous Legato Link play

ers, including the lookalike but inauspi-

cious PD-5503, the PD-
synthesis of frequencies 

above 20kHz. Differences 

between the PD-5503 and 

5504 are subtle and 

include the select use of 

Silmic electrolytic caps plus 

a new pre-regulation filter 

to remove ripple and 

switching noise from the 

DAC's power supply. The 

effect, however, is far from 

subtle. 

SOUND 
VALUE 
PRICE 

***** 
***** 

5504 is a remarkably con

s i s t e n t  a n d  p o l i s h e d  

communicator. A player, our 

panel concluded, that 

remains neutral while keep

ing its musical finger firmly 

on the fun 
'
button. If nothing 

else, this surprise Best Buy 

serves to demonstrate the 

fine I i ne that exists between 

success and failure in beer-

Hl-FI CHOICE 

£200 
.A A very polished, natural and 

insightful sounding player. 
T Some debate remains over its 

extreme trellle quality. 
1:8:1 Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd. 

Pioneer House, Hollybush Hill, 
Stoke Pages, Slough SL2 4QP 

w (01753) 789789 
budget digital design. 
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Bearing in mind that the PO-S504 now features 

Pioneer's 'Clean DAC-Drive' system with its 'Ripple 

Reduction Circuit', it is interesting to note that the resul

tant jitter spectrum is still primarily composed of sup

ply-induced sidebands at 100Hz (1) and 200Hz (2). Even 

the data-induced jitter (3) contains a 100Hz component. 

Yet the total 345psec jitter is not inordinately high 

(low-rate jitter is almost entirely absent) and it's con

ceivable that the PO-S503 was significantly worse in this 

respect. Otherwise, the PO-S504 betrays all the usual 

Legato Link hallmarks, including an early treble cut 

(amounting to 4dB at 20kHz) (4), beyond which the 

audio data collides (5) with its digital 'image' (6). 
Pioneer's LLC may yield a cleaner (darker) noise 

floor (7) than Onkyo's FPCS, but it also releases addi

tional, higher -order stopband images (8). This feature, 

plus its high l.lkOhm output impedance, all contribute 

to a distinctive sound. 
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Sony's new CXD-8505 converter enjoys an impressively 

low 0.0008-0.0025 per cent distortion at peak level. The 

30 plot shows this is just second (1) and third (2) har

monic with no hint of stopband noise. Even at -30dB, 

distortion is held to just 0.0014-0.011 per cent with, 

once again, no suggestion of digital images. 

Low-level linearity is held within 0.6dB limits over the 

entire audioband and a full 100dB dynamic range. A 

clean 'window' on the music that's entirely free of 

image-blurring low-rate jitter (just look at that sharp 

peak (3)) and only vaguely compromised by hints of 

power supply and data-induced sidebands, (4) and (5) 

respectively. 

An impressive 105dB SIN ratio is joined by a text

book response to dithered signals (6), yielding a wide 

dynamic range and even less ultrasonic noise (7) than 

the CDP-715£ (issue 137). 
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CD PLAYERS 

Sony 
CDP-561E 

T
he competition can only read 

this and weep as Sony pulls 

another feature-packed, music

making market leader from its 

corporate hat. But it's not the 

CDP-761 E, heir apparent to the 

CDP-715E's throne, but its cheaper rela

tive, the unadulterated CDP-561 E. Two 

hundred notes buy s y ou a player that is 

genuinely state-of-the-art, a familiar and 

oft-abused description but one, in this 

instance, that is fully justified. 

Validation comes in the form of 

advanced facilities like intra scan, fader, 

peak search, tape edit and time fade 

options that join a motorised analogue vol

ume control, slick 2.5 second track access 

with program, random and continuous 

play modes. Defence too, in Sony's choice 

of advanced bitstream technology, a new 

LSI that combines the services of two 8x 

oversampling filters (giving 64x in total), a 

PLM (Pulse Length Modulation) DAC and 

complementary output. 

Within this chip the 21-bit output of 

the first 8x digital filter is chopped down to 

16-bits before being multiplied up to 64x, 

leaving Sony's proprietary 'Full Feed 

For ward' compensation scheme to 

account for the 'rounding errors' (in the 

form of noise) that are produced. As ever, 

the final proof of the pudding comes in the 

listening, a tasting session 

CDP-761 E seems a little over-cooked but· 

the CDP-561E is, by comparison, both 

succulent and done to a 'T'. Clearly, the 

beautifully extended treble and all-round 

airiness of the CDP-561 E is far closer to 

the CDP-715E than the CDP-761 E. 

In every respect its music has a living, 

breathing quality that extended across our 

full repertoire of music, prompting our 

panel to liken it to a shaken, not stirred 

dry-martini version of the CDP-715E. Its 

rival, the PD-5504, lacked the same ulti

mate fidelity despite its music 'hanging 

together' in a richer but smaller acoustic. 

Meanwhile, the bass control of the 

CDP-561 exposed the fingering of 

Massive Attack's bass lines like never 

before - "what it lacks in sheer welly it 

gains in a most convincing clarity," our 

panel remarked. Similarly, the interplay 

between sax, trumpet and the splash of 

brassy percussion carried Julian 

'Cannonball' Adderley along on a tide of 

perfectly controlled musical enthusiasm. 

Here, as performers traded lines with one 

another, the colour, inflection and ambi

ence of their music poured forth with an 

effortless grace. A refinement only hinted 

at by its peers. 

Conclusion 
The crown may have slipped from the 

mantle of Sony's CDP-761 E 

that found our panel calling 

for second helpings. SOUND 

VALUE 

***** 
***** 

but the challenge is more 

than met by its cheaper rel

ative, the CDP-561 E. This 

is as stunning a performer 

as the CDP-715E was in its 

day which, lest we forget, 

was just ten months ago. 

Anyone who failed to obtain 

the CDP-715E can now rest 

easy in the purchase of the 

CDP-561E, while saving 

£50 into the bargain. 

Sound Quality 
During this listening ses

sion, the CDP-561 E was 

compared with the CDP-

715E (our reference), the 

new CDP-761E and 

Pioneer's PD-5504 under 

blind, matched-level condi

tions. Evidently, Sony's 

PRICE £200 

.A, Save yourself £50 and buy a 
CO player packed with 
superlatives. 

T Possibly a little too crisp and 
dry for some palettes. 

181 Sony UK Ltd. The Heights, 
Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey 
KT13 OXW. 

m (0181) 784 1144 

HI-PI CHOICE 



CD PLAYERS 

Sony 
CDP-761 E 

I 
n the realm of CD players, a Best 
Buy never seems to hang around 
long enough for the dust to settle on 
its swingtag. So it was with Sony's 
fabulous CDP-715£, one of the 
most exciting players to emerge in 

years, yet one whose successor rolled off 
the production lines just as Hi-Fi Choice 

was handing out the medals. In case 
you've been asleep over the last ten 
months, check out issue 137 for the full 
story of how this £2 50 ba rnstormer 
became our front-end reference. 

Now the CDP-715£ has been put out 
to pasture in deference to the CDP-761£, 

a new player whose outward similarity 
belies significant technological changes 
within. In practice the CDP-761£ is a 
modified version of the CDP-561£. 

Adhering to the 'less is more' philosophy, 
Sony has abolished features like intra 
scan, peak search, tape edit, motorised 
volume control and head phone socket. 

By way of recompense, various of the 
Nichicon MUSE capacitors in the CDP-
561 E are replaced by Elna Silmic's (a past 
favourite of Marantz) while the standard 
JRC op-amps in its analogue output stage. 
are traded for new bi-FET chips from 
Analogue Devices. There's improved insu
lation for the feet, extra damping for the 
bonnet, and the whole thing is held 
together with copper screws. 

though, like the '715, it also enjoys a 
remarkably quiet, hash-free acoustic, 
clear of any subliminal 'digital nasties'. 

The older player has a deeper bass 
that's slightly tighter and more powerful 
than the wobblier sound of the CDP-

761£. Both players appear relaxed, 
although the '761 is perhaps more 
rounded ili delivery, sounding a little cau
tious and enclosed in comparison with the 
fresher treble 'brilliance' of both the CDP-

715£ and CDP-561 £. 
On this occasion, Cannonball 

Adderley's aggressive trumpet playing was 
slightly subdued while the piano sounded 
as if it were pushed into the background of 
the recording. The CDP-715£, by con
trast, gave full licence to every performer 
to strut his musical stuff. Both players 
retain a remarkable level of detail 
although, when push comes to shove, the 
'761 E is the first to crack under pressure. 

As a result it can sound a tad hard -
but never harsh - during the most 
dynamic sequences. By anyone else's 
standards the CDP-761£ is a lovely 
player, but by Sony's own yardstick its 
musical performance remains reined-in. 

Conclusion 
As our blind panel were the first to 'dis
cover' the virtues of Sony's CDP-715£, 

Sound Quality SOUND 
VALUE 
PRICE 

***** 
***** 

nothing would have given us 
more pleasure than to report 
the continued success of its 
heir. Sadly this is not the 

£250 
Rather than blithely assum
ing this CDP-761 E was bet
ter than the older CDP-

715£, past and present 
players were placed back
to-back in two successive 
matched-level blind listen
ing sessions. The new
comer certainly has a 
darker-sounding treble 

case. The CDP-761 E may 
.._ Very relaxed and confident- look like a copper-screwed 

sounding player, free of digital 
version of the CDP-715£, 

HI-FJ CHOICE 

nasties. 
T At times can sound dynami- but it's a technologically dif-

cally restrained. ferent and over-seasoned 
I8J Sony UK Ltd. The Heights, kettle of eh i ps. It's good. 

Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey Very good. But the older 
KTI30XW. CDP-715£ and unadulter-

lO: (0181) 784 1144 
ated CDP-561 E are better. 
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While non-technical magazines continue to miss the 

point, leave it to Choice to explain why the CDP-761£ 

sounds just a little less impressive than the cheaper 

CDP-561£. Let's begin with the jitter plot, which, with its 

supply-induced (1), data-induced (2) and frame

induced (3) sidebands comes a very close second to the 

CDP-561£. 
Distortion is also obviously higher (4), increasing 

from 0.0025 per cent (CDP-561£) to 0.014 per cent as 

the new op-amps are taxed at peak output Perhaps 

Sony should not have tried to squeeze its output from 

2.15'1 to 2.3n 
At lower-levels, the player 'leaks' an inaudible sam

ple tone at 44.lkHz (5) but both distortion and sampling 

imaps are banished from view- just like the CDP-

715£ and CDP-561£. Otherwise, Sony's modifications 

have lost it about ldB in SIN with a similar loss in 

dynamic range. Furthermore, its analogue outputs are 

polluted with a spurious RF signal at 56MHz. 
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CD PLAYERS 

TEAC 

CD-P3200 

A 
udiophiles the world over will 
be familiar with Teac's 
acclaimed VRDS mechanism, 
an innovative CD transport that 
clamps the CD into position, 
supporting the disc over its 

entire surface to eliminate jitter-inducing 
wobbles. it's a good system and one that 
maintains Teac in the high-end spotlight. 
Indeed its VRDS Tl/0-Tl combination 
won a swingtag in issue 144 of Choice. 

it's only natural then that Teac �hould 
wish a little of this kudos to 'rub off' on its 
new budget CD player, the £149 CO
P3200. However, the CO-P3200 has 
about as much in common with the likes 
of the VROS- 1 0 (issue 119) as the little
known Aardvark CDv from the planet Zog. 

In practice the CO-P3200 is based on 
an older model (called the COP-200), 
uses a Samsung transport mechanism, 
and is assembled for Teac in China. T he 
basic technology comprises a one-chip 8x 
oversampling filter and 16-bit DAC called 
the KS9282 - an obscure component 
that we've not come across before. 

Feature-wise we are left with a player 
whose main claim to fame is a 'Shuffle 
Play' facility, an option provided alongside 
direct track access, program and repeat 
play on the accompanying remote control. 
The orange fluorescent display, by con
trast, is a comprehensive 
affair that includes a music 
calendar, full track, index 
and time information. 

SOUND 

VALUE 

PRICE £150 

consumption. "T hey all needed a good 
cough before climbing on stage," one lis
tened suggested. T he player has a hesi
tant character, sounding leaden one 
moment and lively the next. 

Rather like Den on's OC0-625, this 
player grapples with the most dynamic 
material like a bear on steroids, boosting 
the natural aggression of pop and rock 
material. Cannonball's Somethin' Else 
took off abruptly as the percussive brush
work took hold, leaving the track to stiffen 
up rather than swing along with gusto. 

Yet Mozart's Sinfonia Concertante 
seemed content to coast along on auto
matic, a thoroughly inoffensive but 'so 
what' performance that seemed staged in 
levels. Very quiet detail was routinely 
buried, middling detail sounded uninter
esting while the loudest portions were 
often magnified. Fortunately, its treble 
won't take your ears off at thirty paces and 
neither will its bass scare small pets. Not 

too bad then, but neither too good. 

Conclusion 
Given Teac's enviable reputation, this 
machine comes as a surprise. Quite why 
Teac should want to draft in such an unin
spiring player is beyond me. After all, it 
can only serve to undermine the good rep
utation earned by genuine home-grown 

players (i.e. those designed 
and built by Teac's own 
engineers), like the VRDS-
20 and superlative X-ls. 

Sound Quality: 
An unnerving player, the 
Teac was described by our 
panel as the CD equivalent 
of a tub-thumper while 
most vocalists sounded as 
if they were suffering from 

... Lively and ear-catching CO 

player... 

T he CD-P3200 turns out 
to be a basic player filled 
with a relatively primitive 
technology. "lt would like to 
sound pale and interesting," 
our listeners remarked, but 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

T . .. rather like Reservoir Dogs. 

18 Teac UK Ltd, 5 Marlin House. 
The Croxley Centre, Watlord, 
Herts WO 1 8YA. 

e (01923) 819630 just ends up sounding pale. 
Anyone for pastel shades? 
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I have just read a review where this player was com

pared, point for point, with Sony's CDP-561£. But let's 

face facts. The CDP-561£ is nigh-on technically ideal 

whereas the CO-P3200 is somewhat short of the mark. 

Audible bugs include foggy-sounding low-rate jitter (1), 

massive levels of power supply-induced jitter amounting 

to 1230psec at 100Hz (2) and 302psec at 200Hz, plus 

progressively gritty-sounding data-induced jitter (3) at 

higher frequencies. 

Low-level detail is modulated by ripples in the DAC's 

linearity trend and further confused by the 'chainsaw' 

distortion (4) caused by quantisation errors building-up 

during D/A conversion- dithered or undithered. 

Distortion is high throughout the band, reaching 

0.045-0.2 per cent at peak output. A strong third har

monic is evident (5) along with a rippled stopband image 

(6) and very high-order sampling patterns (7) rattling-in 

from the 3x oversampling frequency. The 103d8 S/N ratio 

looks good but is squandered by the high + 12d8 noise 

modulation. 
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Standard measurements suggest the SL-PSllOA per

forms like a true star, but it's only when we dig a little 

deeper that its Achilles heel is revealed. Distortion, for 

example, is fabulously low at 0.0003-0.005 per cent 

(peak level), increasing to a mere 0.0016-0.008 per cent 

in the thick of the music (1). Sampling images, RF and 

ultrasonic requantisation noise and other digital 'nas

ties' are also banished from view (2). 

The 107dB S/N ratio is wider than ever achieved with 

previous MASH/PWM converters, while minute 0.3dB 
errors in linearity (at the frequency extremes) are text

book stuff. However, the -60dB (red) trace does reveal a 

slight boost to mid-treble detail (3) at low levels. 

However, in through this wide-open, distortionless 

window flies upwards of 1200psec of unwanted jitter: 

Spurious low-rate jitter at 8.7Hz (4) and 77Hz, that blurs 

stereo imagery, plus vast amounts of power supply

induced sidebands (5) to muddy the musical picture. 

Cure this and the sky would be the limit. 
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Technics 

SL-PS770A 

T
aken at face value, Technics' 

EISA-award winning SL

PS 770A CD play er has the 

odds stacked securely in its 

favour. For starters, few, if any, 

competing £250 machines can 

match its build and finish quality, let alone 

counter its prodigious armoury of widgets. 

Direct track access, program, repeat 

and random play modes provide the 

warm-up act while a six-step volume con

trol and comprehensive tape-edit facilities 

like tape length, time fade, peak search 

and auto cue options move in for the kill. 

An index skip key is the only omission. 

Inside, too, Technics has pulled out all 

the stops. Here we find its anti-vibration 

'Hybrid Construction' base and VBO cir

cuit (Virtual Battery Operation) which, 

ostensibly, should reduce noise from the 

power supply (see Lab Report). More 

important is a new chip, the MN6473 3, 

which combines the digital filter, MASH 

noise-shapers and a DAC. In the SL

PS770A, however, Technics uses external 

PWM bit-converters rather like Philips' 

DAC7 chipset for improved performance. 

Sound Quality 
Dark, mellow but muted and occasionally 

rather lazy, the SL-PS 770A seems pur

pose-built to take the sting from brittle

CD PLAYERS 

voice sounded a little too rich and mellow, 

slurring her words and trading clarity for a 

little extra seductive colour. 

Similarly, the stark lefVright soundstag

ing of Adderley's Somethin' Else became 

frustratingly defocused, softening the bite 

of his brass while presenting a somewhat 

broader soundstage. 

This sense of restraint and smoothness 

extended through to the bass of Massive 

Attack's Bett er Things, which now 

sounded phasey and loose. Magpie Lane 

was described as 'rollicking and rosy' but, 

again, it was impossible to shake off this 

sense of imprecision, a vagueness that 

prevented us from appreciating both the 

acoustic and location of all the various 

performers. 

Conclusion 
With the benefit of 20-20 hindsight, it is 

easy to see how this luxurious CD player 

has swayed the hearts and minds of our 

European cousins on the EISA Awards 

panel. After all, the SL-PS770A is not only 

beautifully constructed, slick in operation 

and endowed with ari extensive range of 

facilities. In almost every respect, it also 

represents a complete tour-de-force of dig

ital engineering. 

Sadly, however, there's no escaping the 

ravages, or consequences, of digital jitter 

sounding metal-domed 

speakers. However, one lis

tener noted that its treble 

seems oddly inconsistent. 

•·•�·, co�o.-
- a bug overlooked every

where else but Hi-Fi 

Choice, and one that fully 

explains the reservations of 

our wholly impartial, blind 

listening panel. T he upshot 

is a full-bodied player that 

sounds entirely inoffensive 

y et, equally, lacks the 

sparkle, clarity and basic 

pizzazz to give y ou a thor-

For the most part, this 

player sounds very easy on 

the ear but also a little 

unexciting, lacking the crisp 

sparkle and transparency 

afforded by the likes of 

S o n y ' s  CDP-561£. 

Throughout Casino Royale, 

for example, Springfield's 

SOUND 
VALUE 
PRICE 

***** 
***** 
£250 

.A Smooth and friendly-sound
ing. Very easy on the ear. 

T Not a bright spark for dull 
systems. Soft of focus. 

181 Panasonic Consumer 

Electronics, Panasonic House, 

Willoughby Road, Bracknell, 

Berks. RG128FP. 

e (01344) 862444 
ough insight into the music 

at hand. 

Hf-Fl CHOICE 
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Yamaha 

CDX-480 

W 
hile Yamaha's top-end 

CD players all use its 

proprietary PRO-bit digi

tal filters and DACs 

(including the CDX-880, 

issue 141), its budget 

CDX-480 is quoted as employing 'Yamaha 

S-Bit Technology'. S-Bit or Single-Bit was 

first introduced by Yamaha as a home

grown pack of ICs in the late '80s. 

Inside the CDX-480, however, we find 

the same 'CD-player-on-a-chip' first used 

in Technics' SL-PG460A (issue 139), 

even though Yamaha manufactures its 

own 'equivalent' IC, the YDC103. As a 

result, the CDX-480 is one of very few 

Yamaha players not to employ the services 

of its own LSI division. 

Intrigue aside, there's no doubting the 

generous widget-count offered by the 

£170 CDX-480. A direct track access 

keypad and digital volume control deco

rate its contoured fascia, for example, 

while a host of peripheral facilities, includ

ing repeat, random and program play, 

peak search and tape edit, index skip and 

a display dimmer populate its matching 

remote handset. Philanthropic and decid

edly well-built stuff at a modest price. 

Sound Quality 
In common with a number of its predeces

sors (and Technics' SL

PG460A in particular), the 

would have it, an irritating arrhythmia. 

Tonally there's little to quibble about, 

for the player is neither brash nor over

blown even if its music typically sounds 

sluggish, stilted and clumsy. Massive 

Attack, for example, benefited from a 

quick and lucid bass-line, even though the 

accompanying percussion sounded both 

lethargic and oddly out of step. Similarly, 

Mozart's Sinfonia Concertante failed to 

gel as a complete performance, one· lis

tener describing it as "Mozart in the com

fort of your own bathroom". 

Certain pieces of music were treated 

with the subjective equivalent of extra 

reverb, transforming Magpie Lane's cello 

into an electric double-bass. Either way, 

the overall effect made it very difficult for 

our panel to take this music seriously. If 

only this and the likes of Cannonball and 

Davis had sounded less hurried and more 

in sympathy with each other, the outlook for 

this player would have been so much rosier. 

Conclusion 
T he correlation between the results for 

Yamaha's CDX-480 and those recorded 

for Technics' SL-PG460A earlier in the 

year are uncannily close and shows the 

potential of matched-level blind listening 

tests. The technical specs, meanwhile, 

could be carbon copies of one another. 

CDX-480 is resolutely 

'deliberate-sounding', a 

SOUND 
VALUE 

***** 
***** 

So, if only to reiterate the 

conclusion from issue 139, 

Yamaha has evidently 

weighed accuracy of tone 

against its reproduction of 

the spirit and essence of the 

music as a whole. Leaving 

us with a slick and flexible 

player free of glaring faults 

but one that, nevertheless, 

consistently fails to plunge 

player that pieces together PRICE £170 

a soundstage by guiding .._ 

both performers and their 
T 

performance with an 

Big, bold and tonally neutral 
pertormer 
let down by its disjointed and 
musically impotent sound. 
Yamaha Electronics UK Ltd. 
Yamaha House, 200 
Rickmansworth Road, Watford. 
Herts WO 1 7 JS. 

almost dispassionate calm. B 
So, depending on your per

spective, this could be 

viewed as a confident neu

trality or, as our listeners 
e (01923) 233166 

HI-FT CHOICE 

the I istener into a con vi nc

ing pool of sound. 

LAB REPORT 

SPURIOUS OUTPUT -30dB 

YAMAHA COX-480: SP\JRtOUS OUTPUT lt ·JOdB 

OdB/-60dB RESPONSE 

DATA-INDUCED JITTER 

-9Dd8 

-95d8 

L -lOOdB 

E V ·IOSdB 

E 
L -110dB 

·IISdB 

YAMAHA COX-480: JITTER SPECTRUM 

I (6) 
, ....... 

I 

l I I I 

·3kHz ·2kHz -lkH:�: OHz tltHz •2t:Hz •3t.Hll: 

FREQUENCY OF JITTER 

As expected, Yamaha's use of the MN66271R 'player-on

a-chip' means the COX-480 betrays far closer links to 

Technics' SL-PG460A (issue 139) than, say, its own CDX-
580. In common with the Technics player, RF noise is low 

but distortion hovers between 0.002-0.016 per cent (ris

ing to 0.009-0.06 per cent at -30d8). 

At higher frequencies, this is largely accounted for by 

a great hump of requantisation noise (1) with high, odd

order harmonics (2) riding atop. Such ultrasonic noise 

can modify the player's sonic performance with different 

amplifiers. Noise also leaks into the audio band, dimin

ishing its 99d8 SIN and dynamic range (3). 

Meanwhile the Bx oversampling filter releases images 

(4) and ripples (5) onto its response. litter, once again, 

is too high while its composition is almost entirely data

induced (6), implying that its sonic effect will vary with 

variations in the data (or music) itself. Oh yes, its 

l.lkOhm output impedance is also a little high, so avoid 

long or capacitive interconnects. 
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The Listening 
Days 

E 
ach of these CD players was audi· 

tioned over a period of two days 

under strict blind conditions at 

precisely-matched listening levels. 

This way, the higher 2.5V output of 

Pioneer's PD-5504 could not secure any 

advantage over the lower 1.4V of 

Cambridge's CD4. Crucial though they 

are, the use of level-matched listening 

tests remain unique to Hi-Fi Choice. 

Each player was left spinning on 'all 

repeat' for at least 48 hours to ensure 

every contender was well and truly 

'cooked' prior to the listening tests. A 

broad repertoire of vocal, folk, pop and 

classical COs was auditioned before the 

collective impression of the two panels 

was entered directly into a computer. 

Sound, value and Swing Tag ratings were 

all awarded prior to the identities of the 

CD players being revealed. 

The system included DPA-1005 pre 

and power amplifiers plus Audio Note 

AN-E (main) and REL Stentor (sub) loud

speakers. Sony's CDP-715£ (issue 137) 

was used throughout as the reference CD 

player. Respect to John Bamford 

(Pioneer), Roger Batchelor (Denon), Mike 

Martindell (Arcam), Guy Sargeant (Audio 

Innovations) and Alan Sircom (Hi-Fi 

Choice), this month's listeners. 

CD PLAYERS 

CONCLUSIONS 

Best Buys and 
Recommendations 

T 
his, in every respect, has been 

both an ear- and eye-opening test. 

Thanks to the diligence and perse

verance of our blind listening 

panel we have succeeded in iden

tifying a clear pecking order 

among the unsung workhorses of the CD 

player world. Of equal satisfaction has been 

the firm correlation obtained between the 

listeners' observations and the vast amount 

of objective data gleaned from each player's 

technical performance. 

At long last we are in a position to both 

illustrate and justify what is, in reality, the 

subjective opinion of a blind panel. Neither 

Kenwood's DP-2060, Denon's DCD-625, 

Teac's CD-P3200 or Yamaha's CDX-480 

did especially well on audition, but for every 

player there proved to be an objective expla

nation for its apparent shortcomings. 

On a sunnier note, these same proce

dures have allowed us to examine the great 

sounds emanating from players like the Sony 

CDP-761£, the Pioneer PD-S504, the 

your senses with its chocolate-smooth performance 

MEASUREMENT DATA AT A GLANCE 

Manufacturer Cambridge Denon JVC Ken wood Luxman Onkyo 
Model C04 OC0-625 XL-V284 OP-2060 0-322 OX-7210 

10Hz 1kHz 10kHz 10Hz 1kllz 10kllz 10Hz 1kHz 10kllz 10Hz 1kHz 10kHz 10Hz 1kHz 10kHz 10Hz 1kHz 10kHz 

Channel Balance O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O OdB O.OdB O.OdB O OdB 0.4dB 0.4dB 0.4dB O.OdB O.OdB 0.1dB O.ldB O.OdB O OdB 

Channel Separation 133dB 111dB 94d8 l!7dB l!OdB 81dB 123dB ll6d8 88dB 77dB 77dB 60dB 118dB llldB 82d8 109dB ll3dB 85dB 

THD vs Level OdB -98dB -99dB -89dB -103dB -94dB -73dB -106dB -105dB -77dB -66118 -83d8 -70dB -98dB -8/dB -65dB -9/dB -96dB -73dB 

-30dB -81dB -77dB -65dB -73dB -68dB -65dB -99dB -82dB -77dB -63dB -74dB -56dB -70dB -67dB -65dB -94dB -83dB -77dB 

-SOdS -61dB -55dB -44dB -50dB -46dB -5/dB -64dB -53dB -57 dB -33dB -48dB -18d8 -49dB -47dB -58dB -52dB -49dB -58dB 

-80dB -15d8 -31dB -13dB -16<18 -34dB -41d8 -31d8 -40d8 -35dB -8dB -14dB -6dB -26dB -35dB -40dB -1/dB -38dB -3/dB 

Dithered -90dB -12dB -13dB -13dB -13dB -16dB -15dB -11dB -1/dB -15dB -4dB -13d8 +1dB -13dB -11dB -31dB -17dB -30dB -30dB 

-!ODdS -10dB -19dB -21dB -9dB -18dB -1/dB 

-llOdB /dB -11dB -15dB -1dB -6dB 12dB 

Resolution@ -60dB O OdB O OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB 

-80dB +0.1dB -0.1dB O.OdB -0.1dB -0.1dB -0.1dB +O.ldB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB OJdB 

-90dB 0.2dB -OJdB -0.8dB -l.ldB -OJdB -0.4dB +0.7dB +0.7dB -0.5dB -0./dB -0.6dB -1.4dB 

-lOOdB 0.6dB -0.1d8 -0.8dB +0.4dB -0.1dB +0.4dB +lOdB +0.5dB -0.6dB +0.4dB -OJdB -1.8dB 

Peak Output Level L L466V 1885V 1 098V 1985V L933V 1 098V 

R L464V L884V 1 099V L893V L935V 1.103V 

Relative Output Level -2/dB -0 5dB +0.4dB -OJdB -OJdB +0.4dB 

Output Impedance 55ohm 684ohm 492ohm 2.0kohm 688ohm 455ohm 

CCIR IMD. OdB -98dB -99dB -104dB -84dB 96dB -95<18 

Suppression of stop-band ima&es 62.ldB 53./dB >105dB 25.1dB 53/dB 7.4dB 

1Hz Noise Modulation +16.1dB +9.6<18 +8.8dB +5.2dB +9.5dB +6.5dB 

SIN Rat10 (A-w1d) with emp, OLSB 109.1dB 108.9dB 107.7dB 94.1d8 109.1dB 104.3d8 

w/o emp, OLSB 109.1dB 108.6dB 107.2dB 94 0dB 109.3dB 104.1dB 

w/o emp. !LSB 109.2dB 108.4dB 1064dB 94 0dB 109.4<18 104.2dB 

Total Correlated litter 188psecs 18/psecs 258psecs 2044psecs 190psecs 300psecs 

Di&ital Output(s) Coaml (BNCI Coax.� a! None None None None 

Crystal Clock Accuracy -l5ppm -35ppm -1/ppm -7ppm �11ppm +36ppm 

Radio Frequency Spuriao l8mV@ > l7MHz 2.5mVhroadhand 5mV@ l6.9MHz l5mVBroadhand <lmVBroadband 4mV@51MHz 

Track Access Time (99) 6.5secs 5.5secs Jsecs 1.5secs 2.5secs 3secs 

Serial Number EP94105-1110 5054500058 090V0038 40801818 41151871 3504029319 

Typical Retail Price £!50s £100 £140 £180 £140 £260 
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Onkyo OX-7210, and especially Sony's 

COP-561E. All of this begs the question: 

what possible justification is there for sub

jective reviews that run to the contrary? 

Think long and hard next time a one- or two

star CD player in Choice miraculously earns 

four or five stars elsewhere ... 

Below the £200 barrier it's a straight 

fight between JVC's XL-V284, Cambridge's 

C04 and the Luxman 0-322, the latter pair 

both heavily 'subsidised' by wings of the 

ever-expanding Richer Sounds empire. The 

C04 is the more boisterous and dynamic

sounding of the trio, for while the 0-322 can 

still appear pretty energetic it's just as likely 

to sound flat and messy when pushed too 

hard. By contrast, JVC's player is something 

of a smoothie, with a warm and wholly 

undemanding sound that'll never catch a 

budget system off guard. 

it's a similarly direct confrontation at the 

top of our fiscal tree, where Sony's COP-

761E takes on the equally new OX-7210 

from Onkyo. Both are honest rather than 

manipulative-sounding players, but where 

Manufacturer Pioneer Sony 

Poise and effervesence are the 

hallmarks of Sony's budget-wonder COP 56 lE 

the OX-7210 offers a chocolate-smooth yet 

enticingly colourful performance, the COP-

761 E prefers to walk on the languid and 

rose-tinted side of neutral. it's a subtle dis

tinction, but one that ensures Sony's new

comer never quite succeeds in swinging the 

bold and impressive dynamics of its prede

cessor, the suave COP-715E. 

Fortunately, much of the 'magic' that so 

ea ptivated us with the COP-715E has been 

bequeathed to the cheaper COP-561 E, leav

ing its £200 competition - the P0-5504 

from Pioneer- to blaze a musical trail with 

more in common with Onkyo's OX-7210. 

To its credit, the P0-5504 combines 

oodles of detail with plenty of rock and roll, 

though by majority verdict, the sheer poise 

and effervescent treble of the COP-561E 

continues to elude the Pioneer's best 

efforts. My advice? Audition both players 

and, whatever your choice, you can be cer

tain of plumping for just about the most 

advanced £200 player ever built. We're talk

ing fine sound, widgets and astonishing 

value in extremis. � 

Sony Teac 
Model PD-S504 CDP-561E CDP-761E CD-P3200 

20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1kHz 20kHz 10Hz 1kHz 20kHz 20Hz 1KHz 

Channel Balance O OdB O.OdB O OdB 0.1dB 0.1dB 0.1dB 0.1dB 0.1dB 0.1dB O.OdB O.OdB 

Channel Separation 154dB 122dB 99dB 104dB 101dB 77dB ll5dB 111dB 87dB 97dB 90dB 

THD vs level OdB -93dB -92dB -86dB -102dB -101dB -92dB -ll1dB -lOidB -77d8 -6/dB -65dB 

-30dB -96dB -81dB -73dB -9/dB ·83dB -79dB -9/dB -83dB -77dB -60dB -61dB 

-60dB -57dB -51 dB -41dB -59dB ·56dB -60dB -60dB -56dB -63dB -36dB -40dB 

-80dB -18dB -30d8 -10d8 -18d8 ·38d8 -39d8 ·18d8 ·38d8 -40<18 -10d8 -17d8 

Dithered -90dB -18d8 -11dB -8d8 -18d8 -19d8 -30d8 -11d8 -18d8 -10<18 -5dB -15dB 

-lOOdB -15dB -14d8 -19dB -10d8 

-llOdB -8dB -9dB -lldB +8dB 

Resolution@ -60dB O.OdB O.Od8 O.OdB O.OdB O OdB O.Od8 O.OdB 

-80dB -0.1dB -0.3dB -0 !dB -O.ldB O.OdB -O.ldB -0 6dB 

-90dB -0.8dB -0.9dB -0.3dB -0.6dB -0.3dB -0.5dB +1.1dB 

-lOOdB -0.8dB -l.OdB -O.ldB -0.3dB -0.6dB -0.4dB ·31dB 

Peak Output level 2.436V 2.161V 2.321V 2.223V 

1.445V 1.139V 2.30/V 1.115V 

Relative Output level +UdB +0.6dB +lJdB +0.9dB 

Output Impedance Llkohm 655ohm 690ohm l.Okohm 

CCIR !MD. OdB -82dB -102dB -JOSdB -61dB 

Suppression of stop-band images 6./dB >105dB >105dB 38.4dB 

1Hz Noise Modulation +33dB +6.1dB +4.2d8 +12 0dB 

S/N Ratio IA-wtdl with emp, OlSB 1234dB 105.ldB 104.4dB !Ol6dB 

w/o emp. OlSB 113.7d8 105.4dB 104.3dB 10l4dB 

w/o emp, llSB 100./dB 105.1dB 104.4dB !Ol4dB 

Total Correlated Jitter 345psecs l50psec l61psecs 1699psecs 

Digital Output(s) Coaxial Optical Oplical None 

Crystal Clock Accuracy -28ppm +6ppm +6ppm +40/ppm 

Radio Frequency Spuriae 1SmV@l76kHz SmV@ >12MHz 16mV@56MHz !OmV 8roadoand 

Track Access Time (99) 3.5secs 1.5secs 2.5secs 6.5secs 

Serial Number PE9900975UK 73373 73339 50300045 

Typical Retail Price £100 £100 £150 £149 
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T .. icks of 

the T .. ade 

o�Hz 

O.ldB 

66dB 

-54<18 

-68dB 

-32dB 

-18dB 

-13dB 

O.Od8 

+0.5dB 

+0.1d8 

+4.8dB 

I
've broached this topic before, and 

no doubt will continue to do so. 

However, only when all CD players 

adhere to a standard 2V output will 

direct A/B comparisons be conducted on 

a fair and level playing field. In this test, 

only Yamaha hit the 2V output nail 

squarely on the head, while Luxman, 

JVC and Kenwood all lay within 0.3dB 

of the target. 

Unfortunately it only takes one man

ufacturer to squeeze 2.1V or 2.2V from 

its player in order to confer some advan

tage on audition, then quite naturally 

the competition gets wise and ups the 

ante to 2.3V or more. Even within this 

digital dozen, our tests revealed a mas

sive +4.4dB gulf between the quietest 

(Cambridge CD4) and loudest (Pioneer 

PD-5504) CD players. All else being 

equal, this advantage in level will often 

be perceived as a bigger and bolder 

sound on demonstration in-store. 

Importantly, Hi-Fi Choice is the only 

magazine to conduct blind listening tests 

where the outputs of all players are nor

malised to a fixed level. As a result we 

are able to compare genuine rather than 

artificial differences between players, a 

factor that ensures our tests are authori

tative, not arbitrary. 

Technics Yamaha 
SL-PS770A CDX-480 
20H. 1kHz Hz 21Hz 1kH, JkH, 

O.OdB O.OdB 0.1dB 0.1dB O.ldB 0.1dB 

128dB 114dB 85dB 94dB ll5dB 86dB 

-llOdB -104dB -B6dB -93dB -94dB -76<18 

-96dB -83d8 -82d8 -81dB -78dB -65dB 

-61dB -57dB -66dB -45dB -51d8 -32d8 

·17dB ·38dB -50dB -19dB -28d8 -14dB 

-18dB -30dB -35dB -lldB -11dB +1dB 

-21dB -14dB 

-8dB -9dB 

O.OdB 0 0d8 +O.ldB O.Od8 

O.OdB O.OdB O.OdB -O.ldB 

-0.4dB -0.3dB +0.1dB -O.ldB 

-O.ldB -O.ldB -0.6dB -1.5dB 

2.113V 2.013V 

1.113V l.999V 

+0.9dB +O.OdB 

8llohm Llkohm 

-102dB -9&!8 

>105dB 62.9dB 

+7.idB +4.5dB 

1200dB 104.8dB 

l10.0d8 104.8d8 

106.6dB 99.0<18 

11l9psecs 1225psecs 

Opl•cal None 

-13ppm +377ppm 

1mVoroadoand 1mV8roadoand 

2.5secs 4secs 

VT4KA00034 8833315RT 

£150 £170 
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made for music 

Affordable. quality hi-fi equipment with no compro

mise on fidelity; that has been the consistent aim in 

designing the Deva range. 

Through innovation. through art and through logic, 

this is now a reality. 

A range of hi-fi amplifiers and digital source equip

ment. hand-built in England. Developed for the 

music lover without sacrificing the facilities needed 

in today's home entertainment music/video system. 

Made for music .... to hear is to believe. 

For further information ��] 
please contact 
Morgan Audio Systems Limited 
141 Vauxhall Road. Liverpool L3 6BP 
Tei01512550946Fax 01512581614 

DO YOU USE AN OUfBOARD DAC? 

If so. this could he the most cost-efFectit·e 

upgmde you'[[ erer make ... 

D·A·R·T 
Digital Audio Real Time interconnect-

£49.95 direct ji'OIIl SI J.\ L 

I Sec nTic11· In .linum /lug/in. lli-ri Clini, ,., 

St'JI/('1/11><'1' ''J5 J 

e lmprm•ed focus 

e Imprm,ed inner detail 

e Sweete1; more extended treble 

e Cleaner midrange and bass 

e Greater transparency 

e Improved transient response 

.·\m/that's guamnteed! ff'you an· not 

sati.�f'ied with the results l�jier 14 days home 

trial. we'[[ gire you your uwney hack - simple. 

'Phone SDA\' on OISI-399 (dOS to place your order. 

26 High Street, 

East Grinstead, 

West Sussex 

RH19 3AS 

Tei/Fax: (01342) 314569 

The N-iendly Hi-Fi Specialists for Music Lovers Open Monday-Saturday 9.30-6.00 

Come and hear these 
exceptional new products 

e Arcam - Alpha CD6 Player, Alpha 5 + amplifier, 
Alpha 6 + amplifier 

e Audiolab - 8000Q Pre amplifier 

e Castle - Howard Loudspeakers 

e Cyrus - Pre/Power combination 

e Epos- ES25 Loudspeakers 

e Linn- Kudos tuner and Knekt multi-room system 

eMission -733/4 Loudspeakers 

e Nairn - Supercap 

e Quad- 77 C. D. Player, amplifier, intelligent remote 
control 

Please telephone to book for demonstration 

We are friendly, approachable 
Hi-Fi specialists with comfortable 

demonstration facilities 
e Audio Designs are authorised stockists for all the 

manufacturers listed below 

e A minimum 2 year BADA Warranty applies to all the 
products we sell 

e Audio Designs are specialist in multi-room design and 
installation (inc. Linn Knekt) 

e We have a constantly changing stock of ex-dem and 
used products. Call for details 

e 0% finance available. Please telephone for details. 

ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, CASTLE, CHORD CO., CYRUS, EPOS, KEF, LINN, MARANTZ, 

MISSION, NAIM , NAK AMICHI ,  QUAD , REGA , REL ,  SONY, YAMAHA + MORE 



EISA and Hi-Fi Choice present the finest equipment in Europe 

� -. -

-
. . 

or the third year running, Hi-Fi 

Choice is privileged to present the 

European Audio Products of the 

Year. These have been selected by a 

panel of independent experts drawn 

from magazines in 14 countries 

around Europe- this is the European Audio 

Panel, which in turn is an integral part of the 

European Imaging and Sound Association 

(EISA), based in Geneva. 

How are the Awards conferred? 
To qualify for nomination, all products (except 

those entered for the Innovation category) must 

be available from July 1 1994 to July 1 1995. 

Each magazine member of the Awards Panel 

proposes an initial selection of product nomi

nees, on the basis of its own equipment tests. 

These are collated at EISA headquarters, 

and a full list is circulated prior to a Final 

Selection Meeting. At the meeting, all nomina

tions are debated and voted for, according to 

strict EISA rules. The result is the group of top

class products showcased in the following pages. 

Awards that mean business 
The intention of the awards is to 

seek out equipment which embod

ies advanced technology, desir

able features, great design, excep

tional handling- and of course, 

top value. Only one system, 

HI-FJ CHOICE 

component or innovation 

may receive the award title, and there is 

no second place. All formats using pre-recorded 

material are eligible for nomination. 

Awanls you can l'ely on 
No other UK hi-fi magazine can demonstrate an 

awards selection procedure which equals the 

European Awards Panel for thoroughness. 

These awards are not selected on the basis of a 

single editor's personal tastes; in true Euro-fash

ion, they are the result of an organised, democ

ratic process, involving contributions from the 

top experts in Europe. This is one European 

body which has your best interests at heart. The 

European Awards Panel will not suggest you 

only eat straight cucumbers or cut down those 

furry dice- but it insists on excellent hi-fi. 

How to use awanls when buying hi-6 
One final word of caution: although regular 

readers will know this already, it would be fool

ish to combine individual award-winning prod

ucts and expect them to excel when thrown 

together in a system. Some of the winners are 

chosen for excellent value, others for their 

absolute high-end performance. 

Instead, use European Audio 

Awards as a starting point for 

your system plans, and enlist the 

support of a good dealer to make 

the most of Europe's finest hi-fi. 

_,_ 

EUROPIIANIMAOIIIO AND SOUND ASSOCIAnoN 

THE WINNERS 
CD PLAYER Technics SL-PS770A 

AMPLIFIER Quad 77 

LOUDSPEAKER B&W CDMI 

RECORDER Sony DTC-2000 ES 

COMPACT SYSTEM Pioneer NS-1 

INNOVATION Canton Digital-! 

HIGH-END Mark Levinson No. 36 D/A converter 

DESIGN Blue Room House Pod 

CAR AUDIO Blaupunkt Berlin RCM 303 A 

HOME THEATRE DECODER Meridian 565 

HOME THEATRE LOUDSPEAKER Jamo THX system 

MEMBERS Of 

THE EUROPEAN 

AWARDS PANEL 
ALTA FIDELIDAD Spain 

AUDIO VIDEO MAGAZINE Swilzerland 

ELEKTRO VERKOOP Belgium 

HOBBY & ELEKTRONIK Austria 

AUDIO Portugal 

AUDIO REVIEW Italy 

HI-FI CHOICE UK 

STEREO Germany 

AUDIO VIDEO Norway 

AUDIO VIDEO TOTAAL Holland 

HIFI & ELEKTRONIK Denmark 

What else does EISA do? 
The European Audio Panel has two siblings: 

the European Photo Panel and the European 

Video Panel, which make similar awards in 

their own respective fields. If you are inter· 

ested to know more about these or any other 

aspect of EISA operations, you can contact 

them (from the UK) on: 

E 00 4122 7511653 
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Music with Life 

The MANA Reference 5-tier Amplifier Stand 
with Sound Stage 

For information on MANA products please contact: 

MANA ACOUSTICS 
59 Jubilee Close 

Pinner 

Middlesex HA5 3TB 

Telephone/lax 0181-429 0118 
Telephone 0181-868 2788 

AUDIO ARTS 
HI-FI CONSULTANTS 

Valve Delight: 
AUDIO NOTE, AUDION, ARION & TRILOGY 

Terrific Trannys: 
ADYTON, AUDIO ALCHEMIST, 

ELECTROCOMPANIET, McCORMACK, 
TRIANGLE, Y.B.A. 

Digital Dazzlers: 
AUDIOMECA, AUDIO NOTE, ATD, 
COUNTERPOINT, McCORMACK, 

TRICHORD, Y.B.A. 

Amazing Analog: 
V.P.I. 

Sizzling Speakers: 
AUDIO NOTE, AUDIO PHY SIC, IMPULSE, 

TRIANGLE 

We are open 7 days a week. Mon-Sat 10am-
8pm, Sun 10am-4pm. By appointment only. 

Part-exchange welcome. Credit card facilities. 

P.S. We are only 10 mins away from Ramada 
Show. Book now for personal demonstrations. 

TEL/FAX: 0181-893 4485 

Qudose, The Perfect Balance 
The speaker cable forms a vital interface between your amplifier and loudspeaker system. 

The properties of the speaker cable you use will determine how well your amplifier can communicate 
with your speakers. Use the wrong cable and your speakers could be missing the message. 

To minimise the signal degrading properties present in all cable, QED's own research programme has 
established that a Balanced Design Concept is essential for optimal performance. 

QED's Qudos speaker cable lowers all the cable's degrading Characteristic Properties in proportion and 
with the correct balance thereby delivering a superior and more accurate all round performance. 

WHATHI·FI? 
* * * * * 

"Sensational Sound. You won't 
find a better cable at this price." 

+ 
QED Audio Products Ltd 

Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close, 

Lightwater, Surrey GU18 SXU 

Telephone: (01276) 451166 

MAY 1995 

Qudos, The Perfect Balance, The Perfect Choice. 

SPECTRA 
D y n a m i c s Designed by Engineers - Used by Professionals 

A. DEFLEX ACOUSTIC PANEL 
You need at least 2 De/lex panelsfor a pair of small bookshelf speakers, 4 panels for a pair of 

Tannoy 6's, and at least 6 panels tor larger cabinets. Deflex panels are re-usable and transferable. 
Standard Panel 28cm x 21 cm £7.95 each 
Small Panel (LS315A) 24 x 13cm £5.95 each 

Sub-woofer Panel 34cm dla. £14.95 each 

B. FOCULPODS 
Foculpods are high performance vibration absorbing supports designed to be placed under 
Compact Disc Players, Turntables, Amplifiers, Loudspeakers and AJI other Audio, Video & 
Computer equipment. The spherical surface provides even contact and uniform energy distribution. 

Foculpods £14.95 pack of 4 

C. TURNTABLE PLATTER ISOLATION MAT 
This turntable mat has been carefully designed to incorporate 3/ayers of Deflex material, all of dif
fering hardness. Top layer 25"A hardness (anti-static); Sandwich layer 0-t"A hardness (shock 
absorbing); Base layer 15"A hardness (support). 

Turntable Mat 12" diameter £�5.50 each 

All prices inclusive of V.A.T 

NOW AVAILABLE FROM MOST GOOD HI-FI SHOPS 
PHONE FOR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST 

(Prices may vary from those shown) 

For a FREE information pack and details of all products from SPECTRA. DYNAMICS 
Tel (01745) 571600 Fax (01745) 570194 

VISA • ACCESS • AM EX 
(Please add £5.00 P&P on orders less lhan £50) 

Speclra Dynamics Limiled, Talargoch Trading Eslate, Meliden Road, Dyserth, Clwyd LL 18 600 
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HT-FT CHOICE 

TECHNICS SL-PS 770A 

he key feature of the SL-PS770A is 'S

Advanced Technology', a one-bit 

MASH converter. It uses Pulse Width 

Modulation bit-converters to provide 

one DAC for each channel, and sep

arate Class-A filter stages. Thanks to 

this, as well as a rigid hybrid construction chas

sis to reduce vibration, the SL-PS770A offers 

outstanding sound quality at a budget price, 

together with all the comforts and conveniences 

expected by modern hi-fi users. 

It also uses Technics' proprietary Virtual 

Battery Operation, a system designed to keep the 

power supply and its attendant noise far 

removed from the delicate CD circuitry. For the 

power user, the Technics SL-PS770A is heavily 

laden with a useful armoury of gadgets, includ

ing a six-step volume control and a full set of 

editing facilities for taping. Regardless of this, 

it is not simply a gadget-laden wonder, as its 

refined and mellow tones surely attest. 

However, in the fast-paced, ever-changing 

world of digital audio and CD players, it only 

takes a second to turn technology on its head. 

Even though the Technics was awarded the 

EISA laurels by our Euro-panel, this month's CD 

player test in Hi-Pi Choice reveals that the SL

PS770A has already been surpassed by the very 

latest implementations of digital technology in 

the Pioneer and Sony players. 

Regardless of this, the Technics remains a 

dark and mellow player which offers itself as the 

perfect foil for bright-sounding budget speaker 

systems. Most importantly, however, the player 

sets new standards for build quality at its impor

tant price point. 

Technics SL-PS770A, £249.95 

Panasonic Consumer Electronics, Panasonic 

House, Willoughby Road, Bracknell, Berks, 

RG12 8FP 

e (01344) 853214 
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QUAD 77 

n keeping with its tradition of only inno

vating when technology has advanced 

significantly, Quad has launched much 

more than 'just another amplifier'. 

Although on the surface it's a simple 70 

Watt Class B integrated amplifier, Quad's 

new 77 is capable of acting as the nerve-centre 

of a complex home automation system while dis

playing only a clean faceplate to the world. 

The QuadLink system, which incorporates 

an intelligent remote control, allows the user to 

add an almost unlimited number of extra Quad 

components, all connected using balanced sig

nal transmission. These components can easily 

be accessed thanks to the two-way Quad

Remote. This advanced controller assigns com

ponents in the system to different pages on its 

LCD display. 

In our Sessions review in February this year, 

Alan Sircom described the 77 as "smooth and 

satisfying, whatever the music". He found the 

mid-band of special note, commenting on its 

"silken sense of coherence ... partnered with 

generous helpings of mid-band". Although pro

duced by a company that sponsors classical 

recordings, it still sounds more lively than most 

amps with a classical background. However, 

AI an felt that "the performance of the 77 is more 

adult, more sophisticated and ultimately more 

rewarding in the long term". With the QuadLink 

system, he noted that "unlike many of today's 

products, the Quad 77 will be hard to out

grow". Alan reckoned this amp would "let early 

adapters link their technologies together, 

smoothly expanding as we add more lanes to the 

lnfobahn", and concluded that "Future-jockeys 

everywhere will see the sense of the Quad 77". 

Quad 77, £595 

Quad Electroacoustics Ltd, St Peters Road, 

Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 7DB 

s (01480) 52561 

Hl-FI CHOICE 
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B&WCDMI 

his two-way bookshelf design comes 

ready for bi-wiring and bi-amping. It 

incorporates a Kevlar LF drive-unit and 

metal-dome HF unit, mounted in an 

origina I time-aligned ea binet with 

rounded edges and spikes. Despite its 

size, the CDMl gives excellent sound, not only 

in terms of correct imagery and transparency, 

but also in precision, extended response and 

dynamic low-frequency performance. 

The CDMl is compact, stylish and a sonic 

delight. Pump enough power through the input 

terminals and it'll move air without doing so at 

the expense of resolution, control or subtlety. 

This is all down to the aforementioned 165mm 

Kevlar mid/bass driver, as well as a large 31mm 

metal dome tweeter mounted in its own enclo

sure. By using a small, circular, chamfered-edge 

enclosure for the tweeter, high frequencies are 

less cluttered by out-of-phase reflections. The 

HF unit is also set back in the cabinet, which 

time-aligns it with the LF unit below, and main

tains wideband phase integrity. 

In terms of sonic performance, all of these 

design refinements add up to a great sense of 

musical integrity, coupled with an ability to 

produce realistic sound pressure levels. Enough 

decibels even to satisfy volume freak Malcolm 

Steward, as you'll read in Sessions this month 

(page 14). According to his first auditions, the 

CDMl offers outstanding clarity, alongside 

speed and precision. Music stops and starts like 

a London bus on Oxford Street, even when the 

passenger is Little Axe at their tuffest. 

For a domestic monitor that knows how to 

groove, our European Award is an honestly

bestowed plaudit. 

B&WCDMl, £599 

B&W UK, Mar/borough Road, Lancing, West 

Sussex, BN15 8TR 

e (01903) 750750 
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SONY DTC-2000 ES 

!though it is not yet available in the 

UK, Sony's top-of-the-range hi-fi 

Digital Audio Tape recorder is a truly 

aspirational audiophile product. The 

DTC-2000 ES makes great record

ings in both digital and analogue 

domains, thanks to 44.1kHz recording on the 

analogue input and Sony's innovative Super Bit 

Mapping system. This system also optimises 

the conversion from analogue to digital so that 

the sound is more pleasing to the ear. 

Digital signal handling is served by both 

optical and coaxial inputs and outputs. Also, in 

the best tradition of the finest high-end digital 

audio recording, the emphasis is switchable. 

The DTC-2000 ES uses four direct-drive 

motors and four heads, to allow instant moni

toring. In addition, it features a Score digital fil

ter with two advanced Pulse AID converter chips 

to perform a differential shift of one-half time 

period to remove processing noise, which gives 

superb dynamic range and signal-to-noise ratio. 

The Sony DTC-2000 ES uses the highest 

quality components wherever possible. Both 

the digital and analogue parts use separate 

power transformers, and the entire player is 

heavily screened with copper. Additional 

bonuses include excellent microphone inputs, 

with built-in FET microphone amplifiers. 

Unfortunately, unlike almost every other 

country in Europe and the Far Ea�t, demand for 

Digital Audio Tape- in all its guises- is very 

low in the UK. In this country, the majority of 

DAT users are professional or semi-professional 

musicians and recording studios. Despite their 

obvious advantages, high-end domestic DAT 

machines remain an eclectic choice in the UK. 

Sony DTC-2000 ES (not available in UK) 

Sony UK Ltd, The Heights, Brooklands, 

Weybridge, Surrey KT13 OXW 

m (01932) 816000 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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PIONEER NS-1 

his package of RDS receiver, CD 

player and cassette recorder belies its 

compact dimensions. Thanks to a 

multi-function display and effective 

two-way satellite speakers with sub

woofer, the NS-1 sets a new standard 

for style, ergonomics and sound quality in its cat

egory. In a distinctive silver, grey and black 

styling, the NS-1 is one of the most attractive 

micro systems around today. 

The on-board amplification pumps out 35 

Watts RMS per channel to the satellites, and a 

hefty 55 Watts to the small but perfectly formed 

subwoofer. This sub woofs right across the 

40Hz to 300Hz range, to give a healthy, deep 

bass from a surprisingly small package. 

In our Sessions review back in July, Alvin 

Gold saw the NS-1 as a "glossy little number", 

but with "a much higher spec level" than most 

mini systems: it offers a slot-loading CD player, 

an RDS AM/FM tuner with the ability to store 

up to 36 presets, and a Dolby B equipped, 

drawer-loading cassette deck. This sports Auto 

Synchro Editing System to offer automatic syn

chronous recording from CD to tape at the 

touch of a button. It also has an integral timer 

and clock, with a massive, multi-function, pale 

blue LED display. 

Alvin liked the NS-1 for being "a fun sys

tem with more personality than you will ordi

narily find in the dour world of packaged 

audio". He also felt that "despite the lack of 

cubic centimetres, the NS-1 makes a big and 

rather satisfactory noise". 

PioneerNS-1, £499.95 

Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd, Pioneer 

House, Hollybush Hill, Stoke Pages, Slough 

Berks SL2 4QP 

E (01753) 789789 
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110, Middle Street 

Yeovil 

Somerset 

01935-79361 

and: 
128, Poole Road 

Westbourne 

Bournemouth 

01202-751522 
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Naim Audio - Densen - Arcam - AVI - Rega - Roksan - ATC- Rotel - Pink Triangle- TEAC- Audio 
Alchemy- Mission - Heybrook- Marantz- Musical Fidelity- Epos- Shahinian- LYRA- Royd 

Nakamichi - Denon - Aura - NAD - Pioneer- Kinshaw- Onix- Chord - Cable Talk 

The best loudspeakers in the 
world (without a decibel of a 
doubt) are by no means the 
most expensive. 

A pair of ATC SCM50As - each 
with their unique 3" soft dome mid
range units and 350 Watts of 

··dedicated built-in amplification -
will cost you around £4,722. 

While if you want something a little 
larger (and a little better and more 
powerful too) you can add another 
£800 for a pair of SCM100As. 

In either case, however, you 
will have acquired definitively the 
best loudspeakers in the world -
regardless of price . 

ATC speakers alone reproduce 

the entire dynamic range of live 

music without effort, audible dis
tortion or 'artificial' colouration. 

What you hear is far closer to 
the actual recording than has ever 
been achieved before. 

Not surprisingly, such fidelity 
has earned ATC monitors pride of 
place in many of the top recording 
studios, film studios and music 
establishments in the world. (Users 
include EMI, Telarc, Warner Bros, 
Denon, Pioneer, the BBC, The Royal 
Opera House, The Sydney Opera 
House, The San Francisco Symphony 
Orchestra, The Royal Academy of 
Music, Pink Floyd, Sting and 
Neneh Cherry.) 

After all that, you may wonder 

why there are other sp eaker 

systems costing, in some cases , 
many times the price of ATC? 

There's only one answer: 
Before you spend loads of 

money, talk a little sense with 
Ashley James On 01285 760561. ATC Loudspeaker Technology Limited, 

Gypsy Lane, Aston Down. Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL6 8HR. 
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CANTON DIGITAL-I 

nlike most hi-fi companies, who try 

for the most simple and uncluttered 

signal path, German speaker 

supremo Canton has taken a con

trary view. The new Canton Digita/-

1 converts a preamp output into 

digital, manipulates it in the digital domain and 

then converts it back into analogue for the power 

amp. Canton's fundamental acoustic research 

has resulted in the development of a fast Digital 

Signal Processor system, that compensates for 

all the natural weaknesses of a conventional 

loudspeaker. Each pair of three-way, bass reflex 

floOt·standing speakers come supplied with a dig

ital processor, that has the exact tolerances of 

the individual drive units pre-set on EPROMs. 

This processor sits between pre and power 

amplifier (or in a tape loop of an integrated amp) 

to digitally equalise the sound of the speakers. 

The Canton Digital-1 offers the user either 

a ruler-flat frequency response, or 15 pre-set 

modes to allow for variations in frequency 

response due to changing room acoustics or 

types of music played. Ten of these pre-sets are 

user-programmable acoustic image profiles, 

such as mid-range boost or bass cut, that can be 

altered by connecting the Digital-.1 to a PC. The 

remaining four presets are psychoacoustically 

compensated volume controls, lowering the 

level by lOdB and providing a compensating 

boost in the bass and treble frequencies. 

Although the Digital-1 system is regrettably 

unavailable in the UK, its flexibility and utility 

point the way forward for user-configurable 

speaker systems of the future. The Award is in 

recognition of the potential it offers. 

Canton Digital-1 (not available in UK) 
CantonE/ektronik CmhH + Co KC, Neugasse 

21-23,61276 Weilrod-Niederlauken, 

Germany 
e +49 6083 287 0 
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MARK LEVINSON N0.36 
DIGITAL PROCESSOR 

he Mark Levinson No. 36, with 

HDCD, is a fully-balanced design in the 

digital domain, with high isolation 

between all inputs and very low jitter. 

It brings a new sound quality standard 

to an affordable price level in the high 

end market. The No.36 is a scaled down version 

of the £15,950 No.30.5 flagship reference 

processor, and incorporates many of its tech

nologies. Key features include 'Intelligent FIFO' 

digital buffering, HDCD decoding and filtering, 

and 20-bir DAC. 

Intelligent FIFO (first-in, first-out) technol

ogy is a buffering system for the incoming digi

tal signal, a novel proposal to tackle the problem 

of digital j itter. On the analogue side, the No.3 6 

uses balanced signals throughout-single-ended 

inpurs are converted before processing. 

Digital-to-analogue conversion is achieved 

with a pair of opposing-polarity 20-bit con-

verters, while the HDCD (High Definition 

Compatible Digital) filter is employed primar

ily for its effect with non-HDCD recordings, and 

is acknowledged as one of the finest in the busi

ness, capable of up to 24-bit resolution. 

With such an armoury of technology to 

hand, and the marque's unassailable reputation 

for design and build quality, one can confi

dently declare the Mark Levin son No.36 one of 

the finest high-end components on the market. 

As such, it is more than qualified to inherit the 

High End Award mantle from last year's win

ner, its sibling No. 38 preamp. 

Mark Levinson No.36 Digital Processor, 

£3,995 

Path Group plc, Unit 2, Des borough Industrial 

Park, Des borough Park Road, High Wycombe 

HP123BG 

-.:: (01494) 441736 
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BLUE ROOM HOUSE POD 

he Blue Room House Pod combines 

stunning appearance with genuine 

audiophile sound. The hand-made 

GRP enclosures, available in four 

glossy colours, have the benefit of 

reducing standing waves, cabinet res-

onances and diffraction. 

The House Pod is made by the Blue Room 

division of B&W and designed by David 

Roberts, whose appreciation of music is 

matched by a fine aesthetic eye and a solid grasp 

of fibreglass moulding techniques. The House 

Pod is the smallest in a range of two and uses a 

Kevlar-coned woofer and metal dome tweeters 

from B&W. This stylish loudspeaker is not merely 

designed to look excellent: the lack of parallel 

surfaces inside the cabinet means that standing 

waves won't form, and due to the shape of the 

exterior ea binet diffraction is minimised, giving 

the House Pod superior imaging potential. 

The House Pods can be wall mounted or 

supported by bolt on Sputnik legs (the latter 

enhance their space age looks and provide a firm 

tripod). Speaker cable connections are by 

Neutrik Speak on. These maintain excellent con

tact and cannot be accidently pulled our. 

The Pods sound a lot better than their wacky 

styling would suggest. Their neutral balance 

helps to reproduce records with musical coher

ence and dynamics intact, and the tight, swift 

bass complements an open mid-range for broad

band musical excellence. 

The Blue Room House Pod proves that 

great-sounding loudspeakers need not come in 

square black boxes. These little beauties come 

in gloss blue, white, red and, er, black. 

Blue Room House Pods, £895 

Blue Room Loudspeaker Company, Unit 3 

East, Thesiger Close, Meadow Road, 

Worthing, BNll 2RX 

8 (01903) 524777 
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M.A.RAUD/0 
STANDS FOR QUALITY 

'' Announcing 
the new 

MAFQuad 
63 stand'' 

We could rave about 
the improved clarity, the 

holographic sound stage, 
improved bass, fine detail you 
have never heard before, even 

claims of more volume. 
BUT WE WON'T 

You need to hear the Quad 63 
M.A.F. union for yourself. 

Also available a high mass 
stand for the Quad 57. 

� BIPOLAR LOUDSPEAKERS 

Fed up with chainsaw hi-fi, fed up with changing 
bits of wire to make the music you love more 
pallatable. Let me demonstrate the wonderful 
sound of the Mirage range of bipolar speakers. You 
will never have to paint your C.D. a funny colour 
again. Better still hear them powered by the superb 
Denson DM10 or valve amplifiers by Art Audio. lt 
costs nothing to hear what you've been missing. 

Phone Mike on Burton on Trent 
01283 530550 and 538882 eve & Sundays 

It costs the same to get it right 
as it does to get it wrong. 

At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves on 

matching your needs with exactly the right 

equipment, whatever your budget, and because we 

only stock the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you'll also get is sound professional 

advice and a chance to relax and listen to some 

of the world's finest Hi-Fi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 

Two Fully equipped listening rooms. 

Home installation service. 

Multi-room design and installation. 

2 years Pans and Labour guarantee. 

Home cinema surround-sound. 

Export and Credit facilities. 

• ACOUSTIC ENERGY • APOGEE • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • CELESTION • CLASSE AUDIO • 

• CYRUS • DEN ON • EPOS • JBL • KEF • KRELL • LEXICON • LINN • MARANTZ • MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • M I CH ELL • 

• MICROMEGA • MISSIO • MONITOR AUDIO • NAKAMICHI • NEAT PETITE • PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • QUAD • 

• REL • ROGERS • SME • SON US FABER • STAX • SYSTEMDEK • TANNOY • THETA • YAMAHA • 

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ. Tel: 0171-244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192. 

Monday- Saturday lOam- 6pm. Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road. 
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BLAUPUNKT BERLIN 

ith the new Berlin RCM 303, 

Blaupunkt has developed a high

end, quality-sounding, easy-to

use car stereo system. Of modu

lar construction, it incorporates 

numerous features which are 

accessed via an intelligent menu control. 

Using fibre-optic connections throughout, 

the Berlin keeps interference and distortion to 

a minimum. It also uses digital signal process

ing and in-car noise floor measurement to bring 

the best possible sound to the driving seat. This 

system, called Dynamic Noise Covering, boosts 

the radio volume only at noisy points in the spec

trum, using a microphone in the cabin, instead 

of simple approximation. The computing power 

is so advanced that it can compensate for speech 

and music signals within the cabin. 

The basic package consists of an advanced 

Radio Data System tuner, Dolby B and C

equipped cassette and multi-changer CD system. 

However, Berlin can also be the foundation 

stone for an advanced in-car audio, video and 

navigation system. Its open system architecture 

allows for the addition of any future in-car inno

vations, including reversing cameras, TV recep

tion and even traffic announcements. 

Most impressive of all is the LCD display. 

This can act as menu controller for the Berlin 

system, a GSM digital mobile phone and the 

Travel Pilot system. The latter links to an in-car 

Global Positioning Satellite system and a CD

ROM-based mapping computer to give accurate 

and updated route planning and travel direc

tions. All this and superb sound, too! 

Blaupunkt Berlin, £3,500 

Blaupunkt, Robert Bosch Ltd (Blaupunkt 

Sales), PO Box 98, Broadwater Park, North 

Orbital Road, Denham, Uxbridge, Middx 

UB9 5H] 

m (01895) 838383 
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MERIDIAN 565 

he Meridian 565 is an innovative digi

tal signal processor with two inputs 

and eight outputs. Equally at home 

with music or film, its sound configu

rations include Academy, Dol by 

Surround, THX, and eventually Dol by 

AC-3. All signal manipulations, even those for 

Dolby Surround, are handled in the digital 

domain by two very fast Motorola processors. 

Unlike most AV processors, the 565 has 

taken the audio world by storm with its music 

settings. Aside from basic mono and two

speaker stereo, the 5 65 also has stereo with 

phantom centre speaker, genuine three-speaker 

Trifield, multi-speaker Ambisonic and the 

pseudo-Ambisonic Super Stereo modes. 

Film sound is also handled with aplomb, 

leading to sound quality that can transform the 

performance of any home theatre system. And 

that's regardless of whether the remaining sys

tem components wear Meridian badges. 

Even the near-Luddite sensibilities of 

Malcolm Steward were shocked into submission 

when he reviewed the entire Meridian 5000 sys

tem in issue 140. He felt that the 5 65 was "the 

true core component in this system, controlling 

the flow of sonic traffic ro each speaker". He also 

reckoned that it set out to "significantly advance 

the art of reproducing recorded music, and to 

enhance realism without resorting to tricks or 

spectacle". The ultimate accolade? This veteran 

Flat-Earther confessed that he could be "sorely 

tempted into owning" the entire Meridian sys

tem, with the superb 5 65 processor at the helm. 

That may be one reason why the 5 65 wears 

this year's Home Theatre Decoder award. 

Meridian 565, £1,995 

Meridian Audio Limited, Stonehill, Stukeley 

Meadows, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE18 

6ED 

-.:: (01480) 52144 

HI-Fl CHOICE 
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JAMO THX SYSTEM 

emonstrating technological innova

tion and awareness of the fast-grow

ing market for cost-effective A V 

equipment, Jamo's THX loud

speaker system offers truly exciting 

audiovisual performance with first

class aesthetics - all at an astonishingly low 

price. It is, without any doubt, a genuine 

European triumph for high-end A V. 

This £2,500 loudspeaker outfit packs not 

one but two sizeable subwoofers, which deploy 

long-throw 12inch drive units. The subs can 

double as stands for the left and right front 

channel speakers, and are thus styled to match. 

By virtue of alternative filtering options, the 

left, centre and right channel speakers can be 

optimised for use in free space or mounted on 

the wall; their wide, shallow shape makes them 

quite suitable for the latter. These enclosures ful

fil the usual requirements of the stringent THX 

dispersion standard, but in this instance a sin-

gle tweeter is used between a pair of mid-range 

drivers, which gives greater power handling. 

The rear surround speakers sport front- and 

rear-firing drivers, plus a bass driver to augment 

low frequencies for the effects. However, the LF 

unit is filtered to roll off at 150Hz to avoid local

isation and maintin the illusion of ambience. 

In terms of sound quality, the Jamo THX 

System defies its price tag, and goes effortlessly 

loud while remaining smooth and open. Piling 

on the tension and atmosphere, it keeps you on 

the edge of your seat throughout any movie. So 

whether you're watching Apocalypse Now or 

Nell, you're guaranteed the full sonic spectacle 

with this loudspeaker system from Jamo. 

]amo THX System, £2,499.99 
Jamo UK Ltd,]amo House, 5 Faraday Close, 

Drayton Fields, Daventry, North ants NN11 

5RD 

e (01327) 301300 
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BIRMINGHAM 

lVI LJ SI� lVI �TT E 1=1 S 
�-.,. TI-lE .AUC>IC> SPECJ.ALISTS 

Latest additions to our extensive range of products include Audio 
Research, Theta, Dy naudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best 

HiFi store also offers the latest fron:"l B&W, Orelle, DPA, Musical 

WE TAKE:-
CICIIII-� 
iNTEREST FREE 
CREDIT AVAILABLE Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF 

DEMONSTRATI NS BY A PPOINTMENT 
OPENING TIMES: 

TUES-SAT 10.30-6.00 
8pm 

AVON 

V1AUDIQ 36Drui� Hill 
Stoke BIShop 

Tel: 0117 9686005 Bristol BS9 1 EJ 
ATC. AVI. Acoustic Energy, Alon. Audiomeca. AMC, 

Cadence Valve. Chord AMPS. Electronic Companiet. 

Harmon Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, Lyra. Ortofon. 

Perception. Pink Triangle. Ruark. Michell. REL. Sansui. SME 
(inc. 20A). Sonic Link, Stax. Sugden. '-t i _. �-
Sumiko, Townsend, Triangle, Wadia �� C.Y...! 

Demos by oppomfmenf only Home inal facr/lfres 

F:a Free mstallaf1ons Serv1cmg facilities _.. � We are not a shop -

BERKSHIRE 

BaB Hi-Fi 
Berkshire's Leading Specialist 

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Bose, BtW, 
Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor 

Audio, Mordaunt/Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, 
Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics, 

TDK, T horens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 
11-12 Market Place, Reading* Tel: 01734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead* Tel: 01628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknell* Tel: 01344 424556 
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 01494 535910 
62 Northbrook Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474 
12a Park Square, Luton* Tel: 01582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHI LIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

37 Stoke Road, Slough Sl2 5AH 

2521254 High Street, Slough SL 1 1 BN 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN 

9 Market Street, Aylesbuoy HP20 2PN 

11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX 

20 Chequer Street, St. AI bans, Herts AL 1 3YD 

11 Princess Square, BrackneU, Berks RG12 1LS 

(01753) 538287 

(01753) 538288" 

(Ot494)528605' 

(01296)25119" 

(01628) 483555 

(01628) 778611 

(01727) 834046" 

(01344) 869898 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field �t-'?t 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �!: : ��;��' 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM B5 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

........ � 
01-494 531682 

0 

OUR AIM Is 10 help rrouaic 1oYen1 �net-. !heir 
enjoyment of music in !heir homM. 
To listen to the beautijul music produced by 
the world's '"-! audio � can for an 
appoimment, day 0< evening: 
High Wyeombe (01494) 437892 

ARION. ART AUOtO. AI.JOfOMf:CA, MS I!, _,..,. ST ..... � JOMee»f. 
FOUNOAllON AUOtO, QRAI-!Airol, I(.INSMAW, LFD, Ll.M..EY REFERENCE, YJSE, 
NOTTINGHAM·ANALOOUE. ORTOFON, PROJECT, SO ACOUSTICS. SILVER 
SOUNDS, SONIC LINK, TEAC. TRIANGLE. TRILOGY. VPI 

HI Fl CHOICE 
IJOUr No. 1 9-uide to bu1Jin9 Hi Fi 

156-157 Lower High Street, 
Stourbridge OYB 

Tel: 01384 444184 
FAX: 01384 444968 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
HI-FI SPECLALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A.T.C. • AVI • QUAD • DENON • MISSION 

•ROTEL•MARANTZ•YAMAHA• 
MERIDIAN • DENSEN • LINN 

3DEMOROOMS 
TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 =ti•�i 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 � 

ESSEX 

4hew � Osborne 
Akai • Alphason • Arcam' • 8&\V • Bang & Olufsen • Bose • Celestion • 

Dual • Harrnan Kardon • Ken wood • Quad' • Marantz • Mordaunt-Shon • 

NAD • Nakarnichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony • Wharfedale • Yamaha • 

* l:.iJfJing am/ Saffron Walden only 
148 HIGH STREET • EPPINC • TEL: (01992) 574242 

26 KJNG STREET • SAFFRON II'ALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) 523728 
70 SO TH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORD • HERTS • TEL: (01279) 656401 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Base, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega, 
Denon, Jamo, }PW, Ken wood, Marantz, Mission, 

NAD. Philips, Pioneer, Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, 
Tannoy, Target, Technics, T horens, W harfedale. 

O% CREDIT AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
12 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDISC 

FRIENDLY I'ROFESSION!I.J. 1\DVICI: 
: WATFORD (01923) 226 169 

15 CHAR I ER PI.AU-. HI!.H S fRH r. \\' ,\ 11 ORIJ 
-·- - -

Easy Parking 

ARCAM .CYRUS DEN ON KEF LINN PROAC QUAD 
REGA YAMAHA SONY NAIM ROKSAN 



HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind ... 
Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 
Ken wood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 

Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 
Nakamicfii, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rote!, 

Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia 
and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

IRELAND 

We Never Compromise On Quality 
�class810 

���·u' 
.!! 11 
'tr 0 ;:: ft G ID 
� J 
� l' �j.: • 11,/fiN�� 
55 Main St Blackrock Co Dublin 
Tel (00 3531) 2889449/2888477 

Fax {00 3531) 2834887 
Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm 

Closed Monday 

To find out more about advertising in 
the finest HiFi magazine in the world, 

call Amy Cosslett on 
(0171) 6311433 

KENT 

KIMBERLEY ID FI 
A Sound Investment 

SEPARATE DEMONSTRATION ROOM 
BRANDS STOCKED: DENON TECHNICS KENWOOD AIWA NAD DUAL 
WHARFEDALE MISSION MARANTZ SPKS TANNOY CASTLE MONITOR 

AUDIO HECO JAMO CERWIN VEGA CELESTION ROTEL "''lllllliilii 
SOUTH LONDON'S AND NORTH KENT ONLY � 

LARGE RANGE OF ICE INC PIONEER, 
PANASONIC & JVC, KENWOOD, ETC 

193 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT 
Telephone: 0181 304 3272 

SALES & SERVICE 

.JVC ALU 
...,.." ... 

{\I) PIONEER 
B&W jamo 

._ ...... _ ... 
PRO • LOQIC 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

n.. o.r-..-ay, "138 .......... Ad, 
� KanL ----.. Kanl: 
Tel: (0181) 29B 71180.. Tel: (D1474) 32i6600 
Fax: (01474) 535 937 (0"1474) 5aM101 

Guide 
LANCASHIRE 

li@ ft!-FI f!P�IAUK 
Ms'b��w I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER 

1 ....;. ..... _. 1 I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 
I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 
I SPENDOR I THORENS I ARCAM I ROTEL 
I WHARFEDALE I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY 
I PHI LIPS CD I CELESTION I ROGERS 
I MORDAUNT SHORT I MONITOR AUDIO I JPW 
I TDL I AND MANY MORE 
• BIG DISCOUNT • TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI • 
t FREE HOME INSTALLATION t EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS • PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM • 

CHORLEY (01257) 271935 
54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

MAX MUSIC! 
QUALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS 

' 11 
An alternative solution for the serious music lover 

SystemsbyATC AVI 
Eve/Home Dem & pt ex facilities 

Leicester 01858 545416 (Evening calls welcome) 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Listen Inn are pleased to announce that 

we now are the exclusive dealer for 
Linn Products in Leicestershire 

The complete range is available for 
demonstration in one of four listening 

rooms or at your home. For Linn 
service and sales. come to Listen Inn Li steh '"'"' 
The Hi-Fi Specialists 

6 Hotel Street 
Leicester 

0116 262 3754 

To find out more about advertising in 
the finest HiFi magazine in the world, 

call Amy Cosslett on 
(0171) 6311433 

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

�=��f:U�--���ii.iii 
ODh 

Nairn Rega 0 Arcam Kef 
Lion Royd 

Finance Micro(Ilega 
Audiolab 

16 COOK STREET 
LIVERPOOL L29RF 

m 0151227 5007 

plus many more 
We sell great Hi-Fi & 
serve c:r;cellem coffee 

"Our aim is your total satisftction" 

-Win-al Hili� 
DPA, Magnum, Moth, Orelle, Rose, Teac, 

Audio Sy nthesis, Audio Alchemy, Base, Castle. 

For: Friendly advice and excellent service 
Free local delivery and installation 
Demonstration facilities by appointment 

17 Shore Bank, Wirral, L62 lOB 

Tel : 0151 645 46i!1 

LONDON 

Auditof'Itim 
-----
ARCAM • BANG & OLUFSEN • CYRUS • DENON 
KEF • MICROMEGA • MISSION • NAJM AUDIO 
NEAT ACOUST1CS • PIONEER • REL • SHAHINIAN 

1·19 Middlesex Slrcct, London, c I ijf. 
0 171 247 5000 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
&LEMONS 
0171�924 2040/3665 
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW!! 

MANCHESTER 

........... -IF=. �<::> -......J 
c::::=:; � ........ .,. -
� IF= IF= <::> � -=:::» 
rw e» t  t �  l i � t � .,  t <>  



Dealer Guide 

• 3 Demonstration Rooms 

• Home Trials 

• Home Cinema - lnstore Demonstration Theatre 

• Audio Visual Equipment 

• Evening Demonstrations by appointment 

• lnhouse Service Department 

• Mail Order Available 

WEST MIDLANDS 

" /?"'t uality, Clarity, Expertise ... 
� and that's just the service!" 

• Interest Free Credit on Selected Items (Apr. 0%- Written details on request) 

MANCHESTER 

NORFOLK 

�� 
��; 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI·FI 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk 
Tel: (01508) 570829 

="'·•t·l 
-

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, 
Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn, 

Nakamichi, Rote!, Royd, TDL, and others. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

THE AUDIO SHOP 
;\ppointed stockists of:-

DENON, ROTEL, MARANTZ, MOTH, 
JPW, PROJECT, PHILIPS 

Full rang(· or accessories available. No appts required. Scr\'ice dept. 

Free installation. Home trials. Open Mon·Sat 9-5.30. Weds 9-12.30 

Six Hill Street Raunds, Northamptonshire 
Telephone: 01933 622325 

HI Fl CHOICE 
lJ.OUr No. 1 fJUide 
to hulJ.infJ Hi Fi 

NOTIINGHAMSHIRE 

•• ���f�l�t�i��e�:,� 
A fresh approach to the World of Specialist Hi-Fi 

3 Demo Rooms inc. Home Cinema 
Pink .A, Audio Research, Micromega, SME, Meridian, Audion, CA 
Developments, Alchemist, Rotei/Michi, NVA, Ruark, Martin 
Logan, Monitor Audio, SO Michell, Lumley, Creek, Sonus Faber, 
Denon, Celestion, d. p.a. Jamo, Ortofon, Base+ much more. 

Friendly service and advice in relaxed surroundings. 
First- Time Buyer to High End Enthusiasts EASY ACCESS FREE PARKING 

16-18A Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr. Newark, Notts NG22 OLH 
Telephone (01777) 870372 Facsimile (01777) 870437 

OXFORDSHIRE 

SUFFOLK 

signals 

hl-11 for grown ups 

mission 

nad 

naim audio 

nakamichi 

quad 

yamaha 

ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0802 176319 

SURREY 

Front End Problems? 
comacr: 

The Cartridge Man 
lt doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the 
best - listen to my Koetsu -and -Decca-eater. 

Also agents for Croft, Sugden, Thorens, Pentachord Speakers 
& Nottingham Analogue - plus cartridge re· tipping sen1ice 

(0181) 688 6565 

HI Fl CHOICE 
lJ.OUr No. 1 fJUide 
to hulJ.infJ Hi Fi 

SURREY 

� ••HOME CINEMA ON DEMONSTRATION" 
�YH� �E�!oo�!EFS�RREY RH9 SLS 

GODSTONE (01883) 744755 
ATACAMA STANDS • 
AUDIOLAB • 
BEYER HEADPHONES 
BOSE • CABLETALK • 

BANSTEAD CATERHAM. 

��i!�;/����::tL ·. M25 L�;;;;;;�==��r::: 
MUSICAL FIDELITY • 

������=�� ��:D �:::R�K ::: IN:CG +--::RE�O� H::: IU.:-1�'-;;:��:;;;;c 
SENNHEISER • 
SOUND STYLE • 
TANNOY • TARGET • 
TDL • THORENS • 
TUBE TECHNOLOGY • 
VAN DEN HUL CASUS • 
YAMAHA • 

CRAWLEV 

SUSSEX 

EAST 
GRINSTEAD 

A22 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Te•·ille Gate, W. Sussex. RNII IUA Tcl: (01903) 212133 

The friendly shop with the best sound systems in the Sowh. 

Friendly advice • 3 yr guaranlees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sa1 10am-6pm Late nighl Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream, Exposure. JPW, Naim Audio, 

Maram:, Ore/le, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio Teclmica. 

Target. TDL, Tripod. Kinslww Electronics and many more. 

WEST SUSSEX 

PHASE 3 HIFI 
:J!i•fl THE LEADING Hl-FI �· 
� & 'HOME Cl EMA' · 

SPECIALISTS 

LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS 

ARCAM • AUDIOLAB • CABLE TALK 
CELESTION • CHORD • DENON • KEF • MARANTZ 
MERIDIAN • MONITOR AUDIO • 'AD • PIONEER 

SHEARNE • TANNOY • TDL • THORENS • YAMAHA 

213-215 TARRJ:\iG R0..\0. \\ORTIIJ:'\G, \\J::.I,ISlSSEX B:'\11 �H\\ 
n:U·:.PHO\f: 1019031 2-15577 
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YORKSHIRE 

Moorgate Acoustics 
Want unbiased advice? Want wide choice ofHi-Fi and Home Cinema? 

Want help, not technotalk? Want a shop that will help you to listen, offers 
installation, extended warranty and 7-day exchange? 

=ti•til Well you've found us- and we're blowing our own trumpet! � 
� 

Sheffield (0114) 2756048 and Rotherham (01709) 370666 

To "find out how you can reach 
"'1 00,000 discernable hi"fi buyers 

ring Amy Cosslett on (0"'1 7"'1) 63"'1 "'1 433 

Audio Reflections 
DISCOVER ACCURACY IN F DELITY 

On permanent demonstration exclusively in Yorkshire and the North East of 
England- ATC: SCM10, SCM20, SCM20 Tower, SCMSOA and SCM100A, 
ATC, AV International, Bryston Amplifiers, Castle York, Chester & Howard. 
Concordant, Chord SPM Power Amplir�e�. Equinox, Harbeth Acoustics, 
JPW, Sequence Loudspeakers, Marantz, Michell Gyrodec. Michi. Ortofon 

premier range, Rotel, Sansui reference grade fully balanced DC players and 
integrated amplifiers, SME, Spendor, Target, TEAC, Townshend Seismic 

Sink, QED, van den Hul, The Fairs! & The Second Cables. 
Demonstrations by arrangement in LEEDS, or in your own home without 

obligation. For further details contact JOHN BLEAKLEY, Phone/fax LEEDS 
(01132) 528850 (evening calls welcome) 

Part Exchange and Second Hand Equipment available. 

TEAC® MICHI spendor c.!WE 
---

SALES & SERVICES 
KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The M3-TL, S3TL, S4TL and S5TL are superb Hi-Fi Transmission Lines using 
excellent SEAS, IPL, Audax and MOREL drive units to achieve sound quality and bass 
extension which is equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £700- £2000. 
The kits include sturdy cast chassis bass units, quality textile dome tweeters, quality 
crossover components for hardwiring, grille material, acoustic foam, T-nuts and bolts, 
Dual terminals for BIWIRING, spikes and assembly plans and instructions. 

M3TL - 5.0" bass unit, cab size 810 x 186 x 210mm £166.00 + £5.75 p&p 
S3TL - 6.5" bass unit, cab size 903 x 230 x 350mm £179.50 + £5.75 p&p 
S4TL - 8.0" bass unit, cab size 960 x 275 x 400mm £211.00 + £6.75 p&p 
S5TL - 1 0" bass 5" mid., cab size 1080 x 320 x 400 £331.00 + £7.50 p&p 

Plain or preveneered MDF Cab kits also available. Please phone for details , or 

Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 
ALTERNATIVELY send large S.A.E with 36p stamp for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE 

comprising: VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING, BUILDING & TESTING speakers, and full technical 
specs, including response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories. 

LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS 

8] 
ID) 17\\ �n 1[5\r[)\10") DESI GN&DEVELOPMENTSTUDIO 

��U D � � L__rU 11PENFO LDCOTIAGES 
PEN FOLD LANE 

MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS HOL MER GREEN 
DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MIN I A TURE BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS (01494) 714058 & FAX 

BANDOR DRIVERS 
• Audio Visual drivers (Shielded) 

e All Aluminium Anodised Cones. 

e Exceptional Transient. 

Please enclose a 47p stamp 
for a copy of our latest brochure 

e Any one loudspeaker covers 2/3rds of musical spectrum. 

e Power handling - 35 watts/1 00 watts (RMS). 

e Humidity Proof. 

e Passive & Active Crossovers. 

• 35 years experience. 

REVOX SERVICING 

REV OX SERVICE 
A77, B77, PR99 

For fully guaranteed professional service 
and repairs, call RamTek. 

Tel: (0181) 207 6159. Fax: (0181) 9531118 
Suite 33, Kinetic Centre, Theobald 

Street, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE 

M.A.F AUDIO 
STANDS FOR QUALITY 

Sale of Ex dcm Equipmcm Retail Sale 
Lumley Classe A valve amp 15\V/CH 860 475 
Lumley prc amp with solid state phono stage 1500 865 
Audio Note Sorro SE Integrated Phono 17w/ch 1999 1450 
Audio Note ANJ Speakers Black 740 400 
Lurnlcy Rcf 3 - 3way floor standing speaker 860 650 
Lurnley Ref 4 Superb compact speaker 375 270 
Infinity Kapp<.t 7 12mBass Driver 5 Dome Mid Emit Ribbon Tweeter 

anyone into Brain Damage £450 
Art Audio Tempo Mono Blocks 30w latest spec 2200 1800 
Art Audio pre amps line & phono 866 650 
Grundig CD 3 CD Player 240 170 

Phone Mike on Burton on Trent 01283/530550/538882 
Evenings and Sunda s. 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC, Celestion, Coles, Dynaudio, KEF, Jordan, 
Morel, RCL, Peerless, Scanspeak, Seas, Volt. 

Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms. 

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays 

Send for free catalogue. Major Credit Cords accepted 

Wellington Close. Parkgote Trading Estate. 
Knutsford. Cheshire WA 16 8DX. Dept HFC. 

Telephone (01565) 650605 Fox (01565) 650080 

VALVES 

VALVES MADE INWEST 
EUROPE OR RUSSIA 

We have one million valves, CRTs, Sockets and 
Tubes in stocks by brands such as Billington 
Gold, Brimar, GE USA, GEC UK, Mu/lard, 

SovtekfRussia, Testa, Thennionic, Tungsram, etc. 

Types include: 6L6GC, 12AT7, 12AU7, 12AX7, DG732, 
ECC81, ECC82, ECC83, EL34, EL84, KT66, KT88 

SEND FOR OUR 40 PAGE VALVE CATALOGUE! 

Billington Export Ltd 
lE Gilmans Industrial Eslate, 

Billingshurst, Sussex RH14 9EZ, UK. 
CALLERS STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

FAX: (01403) 783519. TEL: (01403) 784961 
Minimum order. UK £50.00 plus VAT Export £100.00 

HIFI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers - a legend 

in sound for over 50 years, 
KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers 

are used in many studios, 
top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 

{0121) 430 7817 



Classic Choice 
QUALITY SECOND HAND H 1-FI 

Inaccessible accessories 
by post. 

If you can't get to us, we'll get our accessories to you. 

CARTRIDGES: Arcam, Audio Technica, Denon, Dynavector, Goldring, Lyra, Ortofon, Sumiko. 

CABLES: Audioquest, Cable Talk, Goertz, Heybrook, lxos, Kimber, Kontak, LFD, Monster, 

Ortofon, Precious Metals, QED, Sonic Link, Van den Hull, XLO. STANDS: Alphason, Apollo, 

Atacama, Sound Organisation, Sounds Style, Stands Unique, Target. HEADPHONES: Beyer, 

Sennheiser, Stax. ACCESSORIES: Audio Technica, Audioquest, BIB, Discwasher, Goldring, 

Hunt, lxos, Kontak, Last, Michell, Milty, Moth, Nagoaka, Pixall, QED, Shure, Townshend. 

PLUS A FULL RANGE OF QUALITY EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE. SEE OUR MAIN ADVERTISEMENT 

� s f::' 
- "-. J 
� 1 5; 

Ipswich 

BURY AUDIO 
TEL & FAX 01284 724337 

MOBILE 0802 206761 

"'�--=-? 
� �i:;�1 

::n- ;-- -;; ..::;. 

47 CHURCHGATE STREET, 
BURY St. EDMUNDS, 
SUFFOLK IP33 IRG 

hi-fi for grown-ups 

tel/fax 01473 622866 mobile 08 02 l 7 6 3 l 9 

PRE-OVVNED 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION 

LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION 
APOGH • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUOIONOTE • BASIS • CAT • CLEARAUDIO 

COPLAND • CREEK • EMF • GRAHAM • HEYBROOK • KUPSCH • KRELL • LUMLEY 

MONITOR • LUMLEY REFERENCE • MAGNEPLANAR • MAGNUM/DYNALAB 

•MARTIN LOGAN • ROTEL• SME • SONUS FABER • TEAC • THETA • VOYO 

THIS MONTHS PRE-OWNED BARGAINS 
Soondlab A3F�range e!Ktrostatics .. ...... .£3995 TanbefgT020A 7.5/15 ips rffito reel ........... £395 
KfeiiKSAlOOpower amp ...... .. .... ..... £1995 ThofensTD 150!S.M.t/5hureV15111 ............ £275 
�nk Tnaf191< O..Capo ... .. .. £995 Thela COO.H OAC (�demo) . .. ..... ............ £575 
Audro lnnovat1001800 MC transformer ......... £120 Clearaudio turntable/arm,\; urtridge . .... .. 12995 
W� x 32 DAC ... · ....... 1795 Nakamicl\i Dragon cassette deck ....... .... ... 11250 
Sony 702 DAC ··· ···· ··· ····· .... 1795 B&W 802 t.iooitor speakers ... .. . .. . .. .. 11495 Mod Squad P.mive pre·amp.... ···········�3�� Musical Fidelity A lOO int amp .................. .... 1195 

=�����:���;�ken. ···· · ···· ·
£�S Upowre 14 pre-ampl'rith model

_ 
9 psu ... . £1495 

KljpschLa·S<alaspeake�.... :·:: ... ::·£1495 Ex�re lV dual regulated ampmier ....... ... £1095 

Diamond AcoustiC Ref.l inc stands ............ £995 Mendoo Pro-MCD CD pia�� · ···· ·· . .. ... 1195 

tuml<yiiO""""""�Is,;tchable) .. ...... £1795 AodoResea<chiPlO�e-amp(lhe best) .... £1995 
NaLlmic:hi 1000ZXLFui�Serviced(rare) .... £2500 KreBPam 5 pre�mp wrth phooo(mint) ..... . £995 
Mag.nepan SMCb speaken (new)... . ... £790 Kfell K5A 50 powt1 amp (mint) ....... .... .... 1995 
Audro R�arch0400 amp(ex demo) .. . .... £4750 MagnepanMG2C speaken(mint) .... .. .... 1495 
Audio lnnovatK>rulOOOMC transformef . . ... mo RevoxPR 99 withfrolleystand(mint) ........... £995 
Mendian 105 morloblocks/101 pre·amp. .. £395 Revox C279 mrxer+expan�on unit (mint) .. £1200 

EXTREMELY RARE OPPORTUNITY 
AUOIONOTE Ml SILVER TUB[ PR£-AMP (CI.Ifrent price £14950) offered for OOy £5995 with full guarantee 
AUDIO OTE AN·S7C flJI.LY ADIUSTABL £ SI LVER WlRED MC·transformer(CI.Iflent price £&450) olf�ed tor 
only£32S0wthfufl guarantee. 

MAIN DEALERS FOR QUAD 
VISA/SWITCH/MASTER CARD WELCOME 

WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK 
202 Flndon Road,�- Sussex BN14 OEJ 
TEL: (01903) 872288 or (01860) 660001 after hours 

FAX: {01903) 872214 

Whether selling or buying pre-owned 
audio, dealing in mail order, or 

specialising in vintage hi-fi 
G.fassic Choice 

is the only choice. 
To advertise your business, 

call Amy Cosslett on 
(0171) 631 1433 

�-A_U __ 
D 

__ IC) ___ c __ A_B __ L_E_S�' ��--------------M __ A __ IL __ C) __ R __ D __ E _R ____________ 

� 

"Crystal clear sound comes from 

this brilliant interconnect" 

"A great upgrade" 

VERDICT***** What Hi-Fi, Feb 1995 

£21 .00 (inc. p&p) only available direct 

49 BISHOPS ROAD, PETERBOROUGH PE1 SAP 
TEL/FAX 01733 897379 EVENING CALLERS 

WELCOME 

TRADE IN YOUR OLD MOVING COIL(S) FOR A BRAND NEW ONE. THE AMOUNTS 

SHOWN IN BRACKETS ARE WHAT YOU CAN SAVE COMPARED WITH THE 

NORMAL SELLING PRICE. PLEASE PHONE OR WRITE FOR EXACT PRICES. THE 

EXACT PRICE WILL DEPEND ON HOW MANY AND WHAT TYPE OF CARTRIDGE 

YOU WISH TO TRADE IN. MOVING MAGNETS CANNOT BE TRADED IN. 

I can also supply: 
Conrad Johnson 

Kuzma 

Benz Micro 

Muse 

Wheaton Music 
Mccormack 

Expressive Technologies 

E.A.D. 

CARTRIDGES 
ORTOFON 

AUDIO TECHNICA 

DYNAVECTOR 

GOLDRING 

ARCAM 

STANTON 

£POA 

£POA 

£POA 

£POA 

£POA 

DT801 £POA 

OTHER MODELS £POA 

MARANTZ 
CD PLAYERS 
CASSETTE DECKS 

AMPLIFIERS 

RECEIVERS 

TUNERS 

SHURE 
VN5MR £POA 
OTHER STYLI £POA 

TEST CASSETTES, 
CD'S & RECORDS 

For full Product Listings of Specialist Dealers 1n 
your area, check out the Dealer Directory. 

If they' re not in it,they' re not with it! 
• • 



A vertise in Hi·Fi Choice for £5! 

ACOUSTIC studio monitors, 
series 3312, 150 watts each. As 
new, cost £1400, £1000 ono. 
Worcs (0385) 568547 

APOGEE Caliper Signature 

spkrs, pert cond, £1500. Krell . 

KSA50 Mk2, stunning sound, as 
new, £850. Ortofon MC3000 few 

hours use, £300. ATF5-0CC 
cartr and AT650 M/C transf, 
£100. All equipment in orig 
boxes. Paul, Herts (01727) 
810413 

ARC speakers, made by 

Shahinian, semi omni direc
tional, passive bass radiators, 

3 active drive units ( +p.b.r.). 
Dimensions: 35x69x25cm. 

Retail £1675, asking £900. 
Nick, Glasgow (0141) 334 0480 

ARCAM Alpha 5 + CD player, 
£315. Delta 290 integrated 
amplifier, £300. Delta 290P 
power amp, £285. Micromega 

Microdac, £115. Theta TLC, 
£175. AQ Crystal cable, 4m, 
£50. Jersey (01534) 66238 

ARCAM Alpha 5+ CD player, 
£325. Aura Evolution amp, 
£185. Hants (01794) 514916 

ATC SCM 20 speakers & 

stands, black, £1300. AVI 

S2000MM monoblocks, £800. 2 

months old. London (0181) 870 
3630 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS, First 
Audio ECC82, 6B4G, £750. SME 
series V tonearm, Audionote 
silver wired, £850. Jonathan, 
Hereford (01432) 266240 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS Second 

Audio Triodes valve monobloks 
(2A3), vgc (£3000 new), and 
series 200 valve preamp (£400 
new). Stunning combination, 
can demo. Bargain at £1395 
the pair. lan (01628) 788502 I 

(01442) 883363 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

W
rite your advert in block capitals and send it to: Hi-Fi 

Choice, Reader Classifieds, 19 Bolsover St, London 

W1 P 7HJ. Include a cheque for £5 made payable to 

Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will appear for one issue 

only and must be no more than 90 characters long, including 

all spaces and your phone number. Reader Classifieds are for 

the use of private individuals only and adverts from dealers 

will not be accepted. All Reader Classified adverts will be 

printed on a first come, first served basis, subject to available 

space, and Dennis Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the 

accuracy of the information contained therein, nor any conse

quence arising from it, nor for any minor typographical errors. 

We reserve the right to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's 

discretion and we cannot guarantee that an advert will be 

inserted in a specific issue. 

AUDIOLAB BOOOA, £330, stands, £495. M/F MX £450. LINN LP12 (black) Valhalla, 

Micromega Logic, £220. Both Essex (01449) 676335 Ekos arm, hardly used, £850 
18 months old, boxed, mint ono. Guildford (01483) 418924 
cond. Dave, Surrey (01483) EXPOSURE VIII Monoblocks 
751550 50wpc, great sound, cost LINN LP12 Valhalla, lttok LVII, 

£1400 new, accept £700. Paul, ATOC-5B, Skyline platform, vgc, 
AUDIO RESEARCH SPII pre- Essex (01708) 720924 boxed, £400. N. London (0181) 
amp + SPII power supply. 440 5252 
Demon DP3000 DD turntable. HARMAN/KAROON HK640, 
SME arm. Denon 103s MC car- mint, remote, £275. TD4200, LINN Mimik CD player, Majik 
tridge + transformer. Empire vgc, £130. Dual CS505/3, £100. amp, Keilidhs, Basik/Akito/K5 
4000 Quad cartridge. Best Ayrshire (01475) 568659 turntable. New, boxed. 
offers. Bucks (01494) 863851 Unwanted prize. Value £2400. 

KLIPSCHORN loudspeakers, Offers above £1700. London 
CASTLE Chesters, £400. Arcam 

black, mint, boxed, £2500. (0181) 671 6220 
Alpha plus amp, £90. Philips 

Klipsch Chorus ll loudspeak-
373 CD player, £70. Denon OR-

ers, oak, mint, boxed, £1000. LINN Sara 9s, black ash, 
M12HX cassette deck, £90. 

+ other items. Bucks (01953) stands, biwire K20 cable. 
Rochdale (01706) 710931 

483424 eves Excellent condition, £450. 

DENON DCD610 CD player, 
Shropshire (01952) 255281 

good condition, reason for sale 
LINN lsobarik DMS spkrs, 

upgrading, £85. Surrey (01932) stands NAC5 cable. All owned LUXMAN, LV-105, £450. L-

221503 from new, £775. Cornwall 435, £195. Nakamichi, BX-300, 

(01736) 757721 £325. C02, £195. 

DENON, 0110 £550, 0250 STD/SME/ATCMC, £120. Surrey 

£650, DCD615, unused, £80. LINN Keilidh speakers ceramic (01483) 426691 

Sennheiser headphones, £20. plinths, 2x3m, LK400 bi cable, 

Bucks (01753) 883749 as new, box, £500. (01765) MITCHELL Argo HR preamp 

602006 with Hera power supply, one yr 

DPA 200S pre & power ampli- old. Superb sound, £895 ono. 

tier, £870. Eight months old. LINN LK11Dirak preamp, N. Midlands (01631) 815315 

Nairn A5 cable, bi-wired, 5m, £300. Gale 401 speakers incl 

£35. Cheshire (0161) 437 5819 stands and cables, £350. A+ R MOTH series 30 passive 

Cambridge P200 power amp, pre/pwr, boxed, receipts, 

EXPOSURE XI XII VIII monos, £200. Milton Keynes (01908) £250. Simon, Cheshire 
£1100. Acoustic Energy AE2A 260723 (0161) 775 5379 

MUSICAL FIDELITY COT valve 
CD £355. Gyrodeck perspex 
power supply, £85. AT -OC5 vgc, 
£55. N. Kent (01474) 704382 

MUSICAL FIDELITY Fl5, 

power amp, hardly used, 
boxed, as new, £1200. N. 

Midlands (01636) 815315 

MUSICAL FIDELITY F22/F15 

pre/power amps, £2000. 
Yamaha TX 580 RDS, £120. 
1995. London (0181) 870 3630 

QUAD E.S.L.63 speakers, 4 yrs 
old, condition unmarked, 

brown. Reluctant sale, £1450 

(new now £2860). Stoke-on
Trent (01782) 502106 

ROGERS LS4A Mk1 speakers, 
vgc, boxed, HFC 
Recommended, any demo, £90 
(£220). N. Herts (01438) 
871516 

ROYD Abbot speakers, elegant 

walnut cabinet, perfect & · 

boxed, £550 ono. St Helens 
(01744) 600076 

SHEARNE Phase One amps, 
only £850 (new £2300). 
Meridian 201 preamp, mint, 
£2700. London (0171) 730 1614 

SME tonearm 309, £449. SME 

V, £970. Deltek black slink, 
£125. Townsend Seismic sink, 
£120. Moth Thirty pre/power 
amp, £279. Sony 715E CD 
player, £185. All new & guaran
teed credit cards accepted. 
Beds (01582) 24414 

TECHNICS SU·V30DR int 
amp, 5 months old, mint, 
boxed, £70. No offers. 
Camberley (01252) 837778 

TRICHORD Clock 11, Marantz 
CD52SE CD player with 
Goldring cones. Mint, £250 ono. 

Lanes (01282) 619809 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment .. ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) .. ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD .. ? 
... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming, 
Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Maiden, 
Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water; Walton-on
Thames, West By fleet, Wey bridge, Windsor, Woking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Km·don, Heybrook, 
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Sy stemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rote!, Sony, 
Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Sy stems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the 
premises all the above brands (and others also). 

The Shop 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

There is no alternative ... 
We are at: 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

01483 504801 • 01483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



How. much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service 

is 39p per minute off-peak and 

49p per minute at all other times. 

The pages you will receive have 

been designed to keep user costs 

to a minimum. The Factsback 

system was pur together by 

Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi Choice review or needed some 

sound independent advice to make up that 'Best Buy' system? 

Factsback is a new service designed to help you through the ever

increasing list of available products. Now, all our reprints over the last 

12 months are instantly available to you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 

hours a day. You get the review you need, just when you need it. 

Now available on 

f) Every Hi-Fi Choice test review from April 1994 w the present. 

Complete with prices, Best Buys and Recommendations. 

$ Every Hi-Fi Choice Direcrory entry. Plus, exclusively through Factsback: 

the Price Guide; a complete listing of every hi-fi component available. 

(e) Quick or in-depth system index. Includes the length of each article. 

How Hi-Fi Choice works 

0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax machine. 

The handset must be switched to 'tone'. 

f) Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specific documents by a known document number from the 

keypad of your fax machine. 

E) Factsback delivers your choice of documents w your fax machine 

complete with coversheet. 

TRY IT NOW! CALL 

Hl-Fl CHOICE OCTOBER 1995 111 



and only available from these dealers ... 
ABERDEEN BOURNEMOUTH CHELTENHAM GATESHEAD LEEDS LONDON NEWQUAY SHEFFIELD TRURO 

Hi-Fi Excellence Mike Manning Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Lintone Audio Richer Sounds Richer Sounds Quarterdeck Music Moorgate E.T.S. 
01224 322520 Audio 01242 241171 0191 460 0999 0113 2455717 0171 403 1201 01637 851441 Acoustics 01872 79809 

ALDERLEY EDGE 01202 751522 CHICHESTER Lintone Audio Bill Hutchinson Richer Sounds NORTHAMPTON 0114 2756048 TUN BRIDGE 

Aston Audio Movement Audio Chichester Hi-Fi 0191 477 4167 0113 242 7777 0171 722 3359 Listen Inn Richer Sounds WELLS 

01625 582704 01202 529988 01243 776402 GLASGOW Superfi Richer Sounds 01604 37871 0114 2661616 Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
ALDERSHOT Suttons CHORLEY Bill Hutchinson 0113 244 9075 0171 831 2888 NOTIINGHAM Superfi 01892 531543 

Sextons Hi-Fi 01202 555512 Monitor Sound 0141 248 2857 LEICESTER Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Forum H-Fi & 0114 2723768 TUXFORD, 

01252 20728 BRACKNELL 01257 271935 Richer Sounds Leicester Hi-Fi 0171 352 9466 Video Centre SHREWSBURY nr Newark 

AYLESBURY B&B Hi-Fi COLCHESTER 0141 226 5551 Company Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 0115 962 2657 Creative Audio Chantry Audio 
Northwood Audio 11 01344 424556 Pro Musica GODSTONE 0116 2539753 0181 855 8016 Richer Sounds 01743 241924 01777 870372 

01296 28790 BRENTWOOD 01206 577519 Surrey Hi-Fi Listen Inn Shasonic 0115 9241551 Shropshire Hi-Fi UXBRIDGE 

BANGOR Brentwood Hi- CONGLETON 01883 744755 0116 2623754 0171 323 0333 Superfi 01743 232317 Uxbridge Audio 
I&H Griffiths & Fidelity The Hi-Fi GUILDFORD May's Hi-Fi Son et Lumiere 0115 9412137 SLOUGH 01895 230404 

Sons 01277 221210 Showrooms Rogers Hi-Fi 0116 262 5625 0171 580 9059 OBAN Frasers Hi-Fi WALLINGFORD 

01248 370655 Hi-Spek 01260 280017 01483 61049 Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Sound Sense Frank Walton Hi-Fi Video Astley Audio 
BARKING Electronics COVENTRY Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 0116 2557518 0171 402 2100 01631 62917 01753 520244 01491 839305 

Hyper-Fi 01277 226303 Frank Harvey Hi-Fi 0483 36666 The Stereo Shack Spatial Audio & OLD HAM SOUTHAMPTON WARRINGTON 

0181 591 6961 BRIDLINGTON Excellence HALIFAX 0116 253 0330 Video Audio Counsel Richer Sounds Doug Brady Hi-Fi 
BARROW IN Quay T.V. 01203 525200 Huddersfield Hi-Fi LINCOLN 0171 637 8702 0161 833 2602 01703 231311 01925 828009 

FURNESS 01262 672870 Superfi Centre Superfi Superfi OTLEY Southampton Hi-Fi Practical Hi-Fi 
The Hi-Fi Centre BRIGHTON 01203 223254 01422 366632 01552 520265 0171 388 1300 AstonAudio Centre 01925 32179 

01229 838757 Richer Sounds CROYDON HARROW LIVERPOOL The Sound 01943 467689 01703 228434 WATFORD 

BATH 01273 673333 Richer Sounds Harrow Audio Beaver Hi-Fi Organisation OXFORD SOUTH PORT Hi Fi City 
Moss of Bath Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 0181 667 1100 0181 863 0938 0151 709 9898 0171 403 2255 Oxford Audio Goodrights 01923 226169 

01225 465085 01273 733338 Sevenoaks Hi-Fi HASTINGS Richer Sounds Thomas Heinitz Consultants 01704 543615 Richer Sounds 
Paul Green Hi-Fi The Power Plant 0181 655 1203 Adams & Jarrett 0151 708 7464 0171 229 2077 01865 790879 ST.ALBANS 01923 218888 

01225 316197 Hi-Fi DARLINGTON 01424 437165 LONDON Uxbridge Audio Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Radlett Audio Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
BEDFORD 0273 775978 Hi-Fi Experience Citysound A&M Electronics 0181 742 3444 01865 241773 01923 856497 01923 213533 

Richard's Audio BRISTOL 01325 481418 01424 429991 0171 580 1577 LOSSIEMOUTH PETERBOROUGH Square Deal WEST WICKHAM 

Visual Richer Sounds DERBY HEREFORD Audio Concept John Munro The Hi-Fi Company Electrical Stirling Sounds 
01234 365165 0117 973 4397 Superfi English Audio 0181 567 8703 01343 812340 01733 341755 01727 852501 0181 777 9321 

BELFAST V' Audio 01332 360303 01432 355081 Auditorium LUTON PLYMOUTH ST. AUSTELL WEYBRIOGE 

Audio Times 0117 968 6005 DOUGLAS HIGH WYCOMBE 0171 247 5000 B&B Hi-Fi The Hi-Fi Attic E.T.S. Cosmic 
01232 249117 BROMSGROVE Island Compact B&B Hi-Fi Bartletts Hi-Fi 01582 459915 01752 669511 01726 75400 01932 854522 

BEVERLEY Spains Disc Centre 01494 535910 0171 607 2296 MAIDENHEAD POOLE ST. NEOTS WEYMOUTH 

Baxter Hi-Fi 01527 872460 01624 674505 HOUNSLOW Billy Vee Sound B&B Hi-Fi Movement Audio AN Audio Weymouth Hi-Fi 
01482 881830 BURTON UPON DUBLIN 2 Musical Images Systems 01628 73420 01202 730865 01480 472071 01305 785729 

BIRMINGHAM TRENT Hi Fi Corner 0181 569 5802 0181 318 5755 MAIDSTONE PORTSMOUTH STAMFORD WHITHAM 

Five Ways Hi-Fi Grange Hi-Fi 003531 671/4343 HUDDERSFIELD Citysounds Halksworth Now That's Hi-Fi Stamford Hi-Fi Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
0121 455 0667 01283 533655 Richer Sounds Huddersfield Hi-Fi 0171 436 5366 Wheeler 01705 811230 Centre 01376 501733 

Music Matters BURY 003531 671/9666 Centre Franc is of 01622 756756 PRESTON 0178062128 WILMSLOW 

0121 429 2811 ST. EDMUNDS DUBLIN4 01484 544668 Streatham MANCHESTER Good rights STOCKPORT Swift Hi-Fi of 
Music Matters Bury Audio The Sony Centre HULL 0181 769 0466 Bill Hutchinson 01772 257528 Richer Sounds Wilmslow 
0121 742 0254 01284 724337 003531 667 0990 A. Fanthorpe Hi-Fi Care 0161 832 1600 Norman Audio 0161 480 1700 01625 526213 

Norman H. Field CAMBORNE DUNDEE 01482 223096 0171 637 7879 Central Radio 01772 253057 Ward & Williams WOKING 

Hi-Fi E.T.S . J.O. Brown Superfi Hi-Fi Care (Manchester) Practical Hi-Fi 0161 440 0201 Bartletts Hi-Fi 
0121 622 2323 01209 712344 (Est. 1919) 01482 324051 0171 837 8911 0161 834 6700 01772 883958 Ward & Williams 01483 771175 

Richer Sounds R.J.F. Audio Visual 01382 226591 Zen Audio Hi-Fi Components Practical Hi-Fi PRESTWICH 0161 430 2934 WORCESTER 

0121 643 1516 01209 612260 EAST 01482 587397 0171 223 1110 0161 839 8869 Richer Sounds STOKE Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Superfi CAMBRIDGE TWICKENHAM ILFORD Hi-Fi Confidential The Hi-Fi Room 0161 773 0333 Living Designs 01905 612929 

0121 631 2875 Campkins Hi-Fi Riverside Hi-Fi PRC Hi-Fi & Video 0171 233 7225 0161 832 0888 RAMSEY 01782 260047 West Midlands 
BISHOP'S 01223 312240 0181 892 7613 0181 514 7448 Hi-Fi Experience MARGATE Island Compact Superfi Audio 
STORTFORD The Audio File EDGWARE INVERNESS 0171 580 3535 V.J. Hi-Fi Disc Centre 01782 265010 01905 458046 

Chew & Osborne 01223 68305 Musical Images The Music Station Hi-Fi Surplus Store 01843 226977 01624 815521 STOURBRIDGE WORTHING 

01279 656401 CANTERBURY 0181 952 5535 01463 225523 0171 323 6712 MILTON KEYNES READING Music Matters Bowers & Wilkins 
BLACKBURN Sevenoaks Hi-Fi EDINBURGH IPSWICH Hi-Fi Surplus Store Audio Insight B&B Hi-Fi 01364 444184 01903 264141 

Practical Hi-Fi 01227 462787 Bill Hutchinson Eastern Audio 0171 935 7582 01908 561551 01734 583730 STRATFORD Phase 3 Hi-Fi 
01254 691104 CARDIFF 0131 667 2877 01473 217217 Hi-Spek Technosound Reading Hi-Fi UPON AVON 01903 245577 

Romers Hi-Fi Richer Sounds Richer Sounds KETIERING Electronics 01908 604949 01734 585463 Stratford Hi-Fi Worthing Audio 
Centre 01222 465654 0131 226 3544 Classic Hi-Fi 0181 349 1166 NEW MALDEN ROTHERHAM 01789 414533 01903 212133 

01254 887799 CARLISLE ENFIELD 01536 310855 Kamla Electronics Grandix Moorgate SWANSEA WREXHAM 

BLACKPOOL Practical Hi-Fi Sevenoaks Hi-Fi KINGSTON UPON 0171 323 2747 0181 336 0012 Acoustics Quinn's Audio Acton Gate Audio 
Practical Hi-Fi 01228 44792 0181 3421973 THAMES K.J. West One NEWBURY 01709 370666 Visual Systems 01978 364500 

01253 300599 CASTLEFORD EPPING Infidelity 0171 486 8262 B&B Hi-Fi RUGBY 01792 773644 YEOVIL 

BLOXWICH Eric Wiley Hi-Fi Chew & Osborne 0181 943 3530 M. O'Brien Hi-Fi 01835 32474 Sounds Expensive SWINDON Mike Manning 
Sound Academy 01977 556774 01992 57 4242 Richer Sounds 0181 946 1528 NEWCASTLE 01788 540772 Audio Exchange Audio 
01922 473499 CHATHAM FALKIRK 0181 549 9999 Musical Images Bill Hutchinson SAFFRON 01793 539008 01935 79361 

BOGNOR REGIS Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Hi-Fi Corner LANCASTER 0171 497 1346 0191 230 3600 WALDEN THAME YORK 

Jaysound Audio 01634 646859 01324 629011 Practical Hi-Fi MyersAudio Richer Sounds Chew & Osborne ThameAudio Vickers Hi-Fi 
01243 826355 CHELMSFORD FOLKESTONE 01524 36991 0181 520 7277 0191 2301392 01799 523728 01844 215431 01904 629659 

BOLTON Rhythms (Colvill V.J. Hi-Fi LEAMINGTON Oranges & Lemons Lintone Audio SEVENOAKS TORQUAY 

Practical Hi-Fi Hi-Fi) 01245 01303 256860 SPA 0171 924 2040 0191 232 3994 Performance Hi-Fi Chelston Hi-Fi 
01204 395789 325125 The Hi-Fi PRC Hi-Fi & Video NEWPORT Systems 01803 606863 

Richer Sounds Company 0181 470 3499 Hi-Fi Western 01732 7 40425 

01245 355666 01926 888644 Richer Sounds 01633 262790 Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
0171 352 8496 01732 459555 

WINNER 

Cable Talk ~ 
For further information please write to: 

Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hants GU14 7XA 
Tel: 01252 373434. Fax: 01252 371818 





! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! N 

Just look at the quality of those widgets, 

missus/ Here are some nifty additions to 

our catalogue of gorgeous goodies 

Total CD Care 
O CD Lens cleaner (£9.99) 

Cleans the laser lens and is as 

safe as playing ordinary CDs 

though not as musical. 5920 

f) CD Micro fibre cloth (£2.99) 

ensures that even very small dust 

and dirt particles can be safely 

removed 5919 

O CD Restoration Kit (£12.99) 

contains cleaning fluid, sanding 

paper, special CD polish and cloth 

5915 

0 CD Radial cleaner and fluid 

(£11.99) an automatic radial 

cleaning action to help stop CDs 

skipping or jumping 5911 

Individually, this lot would 

you back £37.96. 

Hi Fi Choice have knocked it 

down to a round £30. 

Order ref for the kit JE39A 

Anti-surge 4-Way Plug 
A mains spike or surge can spell disaster for any hi-fi system. A surge protected plug 

will overcome most of the mains-borne surges caused by light switches, freezers and 

so on, thereby saving damaged speakers and amplifiers. 

As today's hi-fi system can often include many different sources, the hi-fi is often 

awash with plugs and sockets. If each plug was surge-protected separately, the cost 

would be dramatic. Fortunately, the Stands Unique plug is designed to take up to four 

separate mains leads, with the added safety of avoiding multiple plugs hanging off a 

wall socket. In addition, this is doubly useful for star-earthed components, such as 

Naim and Exposure, that benefit from being earthed to the same point. 

JE38A £20.99 

Hi-Fi Choice has travelled the globe in 

search of system-enhancing extras to give 

your music that little bit extra ... 

Carbon Fibre 
Isolators 
These two piece equipment feet are 

made by Stands Unique and can be 

placed underneath any source compo

nent, amplifier or loudspeaker. They are 

made up of a conical brass base and a 

cross shaped carbon fibre isolator 

which interfaces with the underside of 

the supported component . They are 

designed to be used with any type of 

equipment support but come into their 

own with glass shelves. Sold in packs of 

three they will support equipment that 

weighs up to 20kg. Sonically they 

provide a substantial boost to stereo 

imagery and fine detail. Musically they 

rock. JE37A £10.99 

ORGANISERS 

• Profile Audio 

Products 

are taking over all 

your space, this 

could well be the 

answer. The prosleeve 
:00. 

replaces jewel boxes and lets 

you store four times as many CDs in the 

same amount of space. The pocket has 

a soft inner lining and a thumb cut for 

easy disc removal. The other pocket 

holds the CD liner notes and a tab 

pocket holds the CD spine label. 

Available in packs of 15, they cost just 

£5.99 PFR15 

• The CD Traveller will hold your 

portable CD player and 20 CDs. 

Includes 20 prosleeves to store 20 CDs 

in the same space as 5 jewel boxes. 

£16.99 PDM20 

• CD Organiser 

Hot from the States comes this 

compact, portable CD storage system. 

Ingeniously designed so that your 

compact discs are spaced apart. Stores 

40 CD's and lists their titles by number 

on a title sheet. To have access to a 

specific CD, simply line up the sliding 

indicator with the desired title number 

and open the top. The CD you have 

selected is automatically presented to 

you. Grasp the CD by putting one finger 

through the centre and your thumb on 

the outer edge. You never need to touch 

the recording surface. A convenient 

carrying handle locks the unit together 

for safe transportation. 

£25.99 DP03A 

ACCESSORIES <;B,e1f c�,d 
• Anti-static record sleeves - packs of 

50 plastic record sleeves that! can be 
used on their own or inserted into an 

existing card or paper sleeve. Keeps 

records dust free and eliminates static. 

£6.99 JE15A 

• Banana plugs- 24 Karat Gold 4mm 

banana plugs ensure vibration-free 

service and maximum metal-to-metal 

contact under sustained pressure! 

£8.95 JE24A 

• Hi Fi Flip Tray- interlocking CD rack. 

Order 4 and get one free. £1.25 JE36A 

• CD Jewel Case (three pack)- replace 

broken CD jewel cases and also ensure 

that your discs are properly protected. 

£3.95 P21045 



! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW 

Many back issues of Hi-Fi Choice are still 
available. They cost £4.00 each in the UK 
and £6.95 for overseas orders. This price 
includes postage and packing. 

�":\'-::r:::::::-::::" Aug 1994- Issue 133 

Two-box CD players

eight tested. Digital 

head-to-head for CD·R, 

MD, DCC & SuperDAT, 

head 

phones reviewed. 

Speaker supplement. 

(Order rei AE33B) 

Sept 1994- Issue 134 

FREE Sound On The 

Run mag: perfect 

personals plua small 

satellite/ subwoofer 

combinations. 

Integrated amplifiers 

from £200-£250. 

(Order rei AE34B) 

Oct 1994 - Issue 135 
Presenting the 

European lmaging & 

Sound Awards94/95. 

Europe's best hi-fi 

equipment. Eight new 

loudspeakers; Pro· 

Logic AV amplifiers. 

(Order rei AE35B) 

Nov 1994- Issue 136 

Budget cassette 

decks and turntables 

reviewed. PLUS EAR 

volume no. two FREE 

- a  supplement that's 

essential reading for 

audiophiles. 

(Order rei AE36B) 

Dec 1994- Issue 137 

CD player reviews, a 

look at valve amps & 

Pro-Logic processors 

for surround sound 

effect. Free supple· 

ment of Hi-Fi Choice 

cover photography. 

(Order rei AE37B) 

Jan 1995 - Issue 138 
Amplifiers-eight 

£300-£400 amps. Big 

Speakers for less 

than £1,000, Free 

Simply Systems 

Beginners Guide with 

this issue. 

(Order rei AE38B) 

AIIIA'Illllil.! Feb 1995- Issue 139 

CD players-ten tested, 

speakers, best home 

recording medium, 

Quad 77 amp, Arcam 

Alpha 5 plus CD 

player. FREE ultimate ���;,m; blank tape guide. 

'li (Order rei AE39B) 

Mar 1995 · Issue 140 

Meridian Digital 

Theatre, Amplifiers 

and Cassette Decks 

on test, House Pod 

speaker, FREE pocket 

guide for mobile 

audiophiles. 

(Order rei AE40B) 

April1995- Issue 141 

June 1995- Issue 143 

Performance speak· 

ers £1,000 · £2,000: 

12 tested, High 

Definition CD in 

practice, comput· 

erised test proce· 

dures. 

July 1995- Issue 144 

Lab test on CD 

Transports/DACS, 

top-end Turntables, 

Pear Audio System, 

Sennheiser Inter view. 

The recent Spectrum 

report discussed. 

(Order rei AE44B) 

Aug 1995- Issue 145 
Pre/Power Amps for 

under £2000, Cables 

unravelled, Trichord 

Investigation-Clock 2 

upgrade, Naim 

Upgrades including 

the Super Cap. 

(Order rei AE45B) 

Sept 1995 - Issue 146 
Subwoofer secrets, 

over 151oudspeaker 

supports pro-audio 

debated on. Sony's 

WM·D6C Professional 

walkman and the 

LS3/5a. 

(Order rei AE46B) 
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Hi-Fi Choice 
Binder 
Keep your copies of Hi·Fi Choice 

protected in our binde s. 

LE01A £5.95 

How to order 
To order any items from the Hi·Fi Choice Mail Order and back issues pages, use 

the Dennis Direct Order Line- 01789 490 215 or enter your details on the coupon 

and send it with the correct payment to: 

Dennls Direct, PO BOX 2505, Alcester, B50 4JU 

Prices shown include VAT and fulfilment in the UK. Be aware that all items on 

offer are subject to availability and a maximum of 28 days should be allowed 

for deliver y. 

Overseas orders 
Orders other than back issues should add £3.50 (Europe) or £6.00 (Rest of the 

World) to the order total to cover the additional postage. Please note that we can 

only accept VisajMastercard, American Express, EuroCard, JCB, Eurocheques in 

£s sterling or sterling cheques drawn on a London bank. 

FAX your order to us on 01789 490 878 
or ... CALL us direct on 01789 490 215 

� - (E) � VISA 

r------------------------

0 r de r for m If you don't want to cut up �our magazine. or need more 
space. you may send detailS on a separate sheet. 

Please enter codes clearly to prevent any delay with processing your order. 

Order ref: Description Qty. Price 

Total number of items ordered 

For Europe add £3.50 

For Rest of the World add £6.00 

Total of Order£ 

D I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Dennis Direct for £ _____ _ 

or. .. 

Please charge my D MasterCard D Visa D Amex D Delta D Switch £ _____ _ 

Card number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 Expiry Date 1_1_11_1_1 

Signed 

NB. If using Switch, please enter your card issue number 1_1 

MrjMrsjMs Surname Initials 

Address 

Postcode 

Daytime telephone number 

D Please send me a VAT receipt 05-95-10 

0 Th1s information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive deta1ls of special offers. 

Send completed form to: Dennis Direct, PO BOX 2505, Alcester, B50 4JU 











ALL 

BILL HUTCHINSON 

HI-FI SHOPS 

ARE DEDICATED 

AUDIO VISUAL 

CENTRES 

BES 1 P.BIJ:fS 

Hi-Fi • CD • Audio Visual Centre 

T H E  P R  0 F E  S S  0 N A L S 

W hen you purcha�e from Bill Hutchinson 

you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi 

from the best name for Hi-Fi. 

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy 

ensure you obtain an excellent deal. 

My staff and I look forward to being of 

service to you. 

PRICE PLEDCE 
Should you find any local dealer offering 

a better price for goods currently in stock at 
Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting retailer, 

we will better that deal. 

LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS ASK FOR DETAILS 

HEAR TECHNICS'S INNOVATION WINNING 

STEREO CASSETTE DECK - RS BX501 

YAMAHA DSP-2070 -AV AMPLIFIER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 

PIONEER POS-703 -CD PLAYER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 

MARANTZ-1020 -LYFE STYLE SYSTEM -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 

KEF-100 -SPEAKERS -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 

DENON DF-10 -CD PLAYER -INNOVATION WINNER '94 rA 

MISSION731 -SPEAKERS -INNOVATION WINNER '95 rA 

SONY TV-KVS 3432 -TELEVISION -INNOVATION WINNER '95 rA 



W
elcome to the Hi-Fi Choice Directory, the most 

comprehensive listing of hi-fi gear in the known 

universe. The Directory contains full information 

about as many components as we could fit into 24 

bulging pages. it lists them alphabetically by manufac

turer, and then by product type. For each product we list 

full specifications, with manufacturers' comments 

where supplied. For products we have reviewed, we 

include our own comments and measurements, and tell 

you which back issue contains the full review. The all

important Recommended or Best Buy accolades will be 

indicated for products that make the grade' 

A key innovation is the inclusion of telephone and 

lax numbers for manufacturers and distributors and, 

wherever possible, the number of dealers stocking each 

brand. If you've got a specific sum of money to spend, 

why not make use of our new Price Guide, available 

through our Faxback service (page 119). This lists all 

products in order of price and type, so you can choose 

within your budget' 

SAMP:U: 

THE ALL NEW 

-DIRECTORY-
cass AD-F450 120 136 single • Dolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • Basic but well desig!'_ed budget deck, astonishing value, only the poor metering vives the game away. �--- B'BUY 

KEYS 

As you'll see from the sample line above, each entry in 

the Directory is packed with crucial information. In 

order to fit these facts onto a single line it has been 

necessary to use some abbreviations, which are 

explained below, for each type of product. First, the 

abbreviations which are common to most entries: 

Categ01y of product ............... ....... .......... .............................. cass 

Model name .................. ...... .. ........ ............... ............ .... AD-F450 
Price in£.. . .. ................... 120 
Issue number (where product has been reviewed) .... ................ 136 

Size in cm: width, height, depth .. . . . .. . 43,13,32cm 

There are three types of COMMENTS which you may see. These can 

be identified as follows 

• plain text indicates manufacturer's comment (product not tested) 

• italics indicate reviewer's comment 

• bold italics indicate BEST BUY or RECOMMENDED product 

AmpHfier category ('amp') 

integrated, preamp, poweramp .. . .. amplifier type 

A/V ........ ..... ........................ ..... includes surround sound capability 

SOW . . ... . .. ...... .......... power output per channel in Watts RMS 

MM,5l,2T.. ........ .... number of inputs of each type (L -line, T- tape, 

MM- moving magnet cartridge, MC- moving coil cartridge 

hdph ............................................. . .. head phone output available 

Cable category ('cab') 

loudspeaker; interconnect; digital, electrical; digital, optical 

........... ... ..... ........... ................ these are the different types of cable 

this information is followed by . .  

for loudspeaker cables 

construction type, materials used, capacitance (high, med. or low) 

for analogue interconnects 

construction type and topology, materials used 

for digital interconnects 
type of cable (elec or optical), materials used, impedance in Ohms; 

prices are quoted per metre 

CasseHe Deck category ('cass') 

single, twin . .... . .......... ..... .. .... . ... . . .. .. . ... type of cassette deck 

Dol by B, C, HX-Pro ..... ........... .......... ... ... ....... noise reduction types 

2 head .. ........ ..... .......... ....................... .... ...... ... .... number of heads 

CD Player ('cd'), Transport ('cdt') & DAC 

('dac') categories 

multibit, 1-bit . .. .. . . .. . . ...... DAC type 

HI-FI CHOICE 

electrical/optical out ... ...... .. ... .. . .. . .. ...... .. . .. digital output(s) 

rem ... .. .. . . ......................................................... .remote control 

Digital Recorder category ('digr') 

MiniOisc, Digital Audio Tape, 

Digital Compact Cassette . . . type of recording medium 

electrical, optical in ........... ........... ... .......... . . . digital input(s) 

electrical, optical out ... ..... . . .. .. ... . ..... digital output(s) 

bitstream ....................................................................... DAC type 

Equipment Supports category ('supp') 

equipment support.... .. . . . . . ... .... . ...... ... .support type 

3 shelves etc .. ............ ... ...................... individual product features 

Speaker Stands category ('stnd') 

speaker stand ..... ...................... .. . . ....... .. . . .. .. support type 

3-leg... . . configuration 

Headphone category ('hdph') 

open back, sealed, in-ear . .. .. . . .. . . . .. headphone type 

275g ................................ . ... ........... .. .... . ..... .. weight in grams 

250 Ohm .... ..... ........ ...... .... ........................ .... .............. impedance 

Loudspeaker category ('spkr') 

horn, ported, sealed etc... .. ..... .. . ....... cabinet type 

2 driver.. .. . .......... number of drive units 

1 OB dB ............ ... .................... sensitivity@ !metre for 2.83 volts 

8 Ohms ............................ ... ........... ................. nominal impedance 

1 OOW .... . ........................ manufacturer's power rating 

SateUite & Subwoofer category ('s/sub') 

89dB ........ ................ ...... ........ . sensitivity@ !metre for 2.83 volts 

70 W . . ... . . .. . ... .. .. power rating in Watts 

Active Subwoofer category ('a.sub') 

stereo ................... . ................... .......... .. .. ... ..... ..... .. subwoofer type 

50W ................. . ... ....... ...... ..................................... amplifier power 

THX ............................................ THX-approved (where appropriate) 

Receiver category ('rec') 

FM, M .. .. .. .............. ...... ... ................... ... ..... .... wavebands received 

A/V ..... ........................... ........ ......... ...... surround sound capability 

7 5W . . .. . . . . . .power outpul/channel in Watts RMS 

30 presets ....... ..... ........ ...... ... ... .... ... .. number of presets offered 

MM,3l,3T .......... number of inputs offered (see Amplifier category) 

RDS ......................... .............. has Radio Data System compatibility 

Tuner category ('tun') 

key as for Receiver category above 

Turntable category ('H') 
manual, automatic ................... ... .... ........ ........ type of operation 

33/45 rpm . . . . .. . . . . . . .speeds offered 

Phono Cartridge category ('cart') 

fixed stylus, moving coil, moving magnet........ .cartridge type 

1.4 mV ............................................... cartridge output in miiliVolts 

Tonearm category ('arm') 

SME fiL . . .. .. .type of base into which arm mounts 

233mm . . .. .. ..... .... ......... . . ................ ... effective length of arm 

Best Buys & 
Recommendations 

Perhaps the most influential symbols in the 
Directory are the B'BUYand REC'D commendations 
found at the end of the entries for particularly fine 
products. 
B'BUYA product carrying the Best Buy swingtag is 
of excellent quality and good value for money in its 
price category. 
REC'D Recommended products are runners up, but 
still definitely worth considering within their price 
bands. 

Please note however, that an expensive 
Recommended product will nearly always sound 
better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

An ideal situation would be to choose suitably 
priced B'BUr or RE.C'D products from relevant 
categories and create a Best Buy system. However, 
due to the variety in tonal balance that exists in 
many audio products, and differences in taste, 
system building is unfortunately not that simple. 
These ratings make a useful guideline for short
listing components, but only experiencing the 
actual combination will tell you whether it works for 
you in your favourite listening room. 
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ACOUSTIC I!Nl!RGY 

ve an eye for Quality .. 
ARCAM 

Al.£.\IA 

AUDIO lAB 

AI'OU.O 

A.T. 

. . 

Our three Hi-fi studios and Large Screen Demonstration Theatre 

are here for you to experience the very best in sound and 

vision technology When you visit us, you can rest assured of 

no-nonsense, unbiased advice Interconnects to Installation, 

amplifiers to add-ons, whatever your requirements our 

professional guidance will help you to make the right choice . 

Established in 1981 in the heart of the country, Sound Academy 

is accessible by the M6, only five minutes from junctions 10 & 

11, and just 1,5 minutes drive from Birmingham City Centre. 

Sound A'cademy have everything you need for the real Hi-fi 

enthusiast and the Home Cinema devot�e. 

.. you can't fail to see us! 
The best i n  Hi-fi e q u i pment 3 Demonstrati on Rooms 

I mpar tial Advice Home Tr ial s I n-hou se Service Depar tment 

Eveni ng Demonstrati ons (by appoi ntment) Mai l Or der avai lable 

Enquiries welcome for Interest Free Credit IAPR IJ' -SUbJect to status - \\"ritten tletJJb on request) 

--�-----""<::::: ........ il..o�,>,_;��=-�-:>: 
0922 493499/473499 

Off High Street, Bloxwich, Nr. Walsall, West Midlands. 

Off M6 Junctions 10 & 11. 
6 Days a week, 9am- 6pm, Friday late night. 

AUDIO .u.an;r.tY 

AUDIO QUI!ST 

MW 

DOSE 

1IEYEil 

CABLE TAll> 

O!OitD COMPANY 

CHORD 

CYltUS 

CELI'.STION 

DPA 

£1'05 

EXPOSURE 

[NF!NI'n' 

JA."!! 

JI'W 
KF:F RF.I'EU!<CE 

KENWOOO 

LEXICON 

MAI!ANTZ 

MlCHEU. 

MONITOR AUDIO 

MONSTER 

MOROAUNTSHORT 

MERIDIAN 

MJCilOMEGA 

MlSSlON 

MOUI 

MUSICAL FlDE!.In' 

NAKA.\IJCHI 

OkTOFON 

PIONEER 

PROJECT 

QUAD 

ROKSAN 

ROGf.RS 

ROT'EL 

SENNJIIJS"Ell 

SONY 

SP£NDOR 

SUMIKO 

SYSTEMDF.K 

TARGF.r 

mL 

TilORfNS 

TI!X 

TRIANGLE 

TUBE TEOiNOLOGy 

VAN DEN IIUL 

XI.O 

YAMAHA 

YBA 

'IV & VCR FROJ,t 

PANASON1C 

TOSIDBA 

NOKIA-WID�:sc:REEN 

LASER DISC AND 

PLAYERS 



PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY LTD • TEL 0181 840 6305 • FAX 0181 579 1761 

452 118 orted • 2 driver • 86dB • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 

799 orted • 2 driver • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 200W • 

870 102 orted • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 200W • 

1 175 orted • 2 driver • 91 dB • 6 Ohms • 200W • 

1,650 86 orted • 3 driver • 87dB • 4 Ohms • 250W 

ADVENT • ENTEL LTD • TEL 01483 425702 

spkr Mini 99 
�2 149 
s kr Graduate 219 
spkr Prodigy 299 
spkr legacy 2 349 
spkr laureate 499 
spkr Heritage 579 

AIWA 11K • TEL 0181 897 7000 • FAX 0181 564 9446 • DEALERS 2000+ 

am� XA-003 
ea ss AD-F450 
ea ss AO-WY:727 
ea ss AO-F850 
ea ss AO-S950 
cd XC 300 
cd OX-C10DM 

J!!!J1h HP-X201 
J!!!l1h HP-A360 
_Mph HP-X301 
J!!!J1h HP-VX303 
hdph HP-X/05 
a.sub TS-W5 
a.sub TS-W7 

140 
120 136 
170 146 
230 
300 140 
150 
500 
13 
13 
20 
25 
40 
150 
200 

AKG • BARMAN A11DIO UK LTD • TEL 0181 207 5050 • FAX 0181 207 4572 • DEALERS 30 

hd h K2 23 
hdph K33 25 
_Mph K44 42 99 
hdph K135 46 63 

J!!!J1h Kl41 74 
_Mph K240 Monitor 82 63 
hd h K270 112 
lid h K280 Parabolic 117 63 
hd h K400 118 121 
hdph K270 Studio 121 
hdph KSOO 138 111 
hdph K340 191 75 
hd h KIOOO 646 99 

Kraken/Pre 380 124 
Kraken/mono 380 

395 116 
399 124 

__!!!!� 
am� 
am� 

ALLISON ACOUSTICS LTD • TEL 01484 603333 • FAX 01484 607774 

s�kr ALIOO 100 94 
s kr ALIOS 170 78 

_spkr MS200 220 
s kr ALUO 220 102 

s kr All15 280 
s kr CD6 300 
s kr CDI 380 
spkr All20 420 98 
spkr CD8 550 
spkr All25 650 
spkr All30 800 
spkr LC. 10 2,500 
spkr LC. 20 5.500 

ALPHASON • PATH DISTRIBUTION • TEL 0121 749 2240 • FAX 0121 748 3838 • DEALERS 700 

835 79 
1 235 
1.860 
286 
370 
490 86 
550 
40 
40 
40 
70 
70 
70 
100 
100 
130 
130 
130 
130 

supp 100 
supp 100 

�p 100 
_$!!!!P 120 

supp 130 
_stJ 130 

130 
150 
160 
160 
160 
200 
230 

AMC • CAMPUS INTERNATIONAL LTD • TEL 01494 431290 

amp AV81 Control 289 ream • A/V • 8l 2T • rem 

HI-FI CHOICE 

REC'D 

REC'D 

B'BOY 
B'BUY 

B'BUY 

REC'O 

REC'D 
REC'D 

REC'D 
REC'D 
REC'D 

'D 

REC'D 

B'BUY 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 
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PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

� 2030 449 power amp • JOW 
amp S84 479 preamp� • A/V • 8L • rem • Mulliroom, bal/unbal inputs 
--""P AV81 H.T. Control 499 _preamp�T • As AV8J_pJI!>QQl!Jy___I'!QJ,ogif_ ===--,-;;-: 
amp CVT3030 529 116 integrated • JOW • 6L.IT • hdph • A well meaning and affordable attempt to mrx tranSJslors with valves, albeit one that only really shines with simple musical styles. 
cd COS 349 124 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • rem • Based on the same 1-bit circuit as Rotel's RCD-9658X, but with a raunchier. beefier and less transparent sound. 
spkr WMSO 120 2 driver • B6dB • B Ohms • 60W • 19 2B I cm • Ceiling mount 
spkr WM75 160 2 drrver • B6dB • B Ohms • BOW • 22 30 9cm • Ceiling mount 
spkr WMIOO 210 2 driver • B6dB • B Ohms • IOOW • 16,36,10cm • Ceiling mount 

APOGEE • ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • FAX 0181 879 7962 
spkr Grand POA ribbon • B6dB • 71,194 B6cm • Three way ribbon active sub 

REC'D 

s
"i
pk,_r �Ce�n,ta,ur,oM

"!!
mf'o'-r 

___,
1,_,,3
8
4
*

-5 ---
-7'

hy
';"bC'rid;-•--*'88c;d;cB -·.;

;
4'"'0 70hmi;'s • 100W • 30�88)0cm • Ribbl!ll/jlynamic 

spkr Ribbon Wall 1,750 hybrid • 89dB • 27,!20,7cm • Ribbon/dynamrc �����==-:==========:======================= spkr Centaur 2,300 hybrid • 88dB • 4 Ohms • !SOW • 33,102£5cm • Ribbon/dynamic 
2J1kr Centarus Slant 6 2 400 hybrid • BBdB • Ribbon tweeter.c dynamic bass 
spkr COD Subwo� ___jlybrid • 87dB • 63.38.55cm • Active moving coil sub 
�� 3,645 moving cor! • 86dB • 58,2142cm • Active moving coil sub 
_2pkr Centarus Slant 8 1700 �ybrid • 88dB • Ribbon treble, dynamic mass 
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'C
ow "'e"::r""hu,ng ry full-range ribbon panels have remarkable ransparency and delicacY; loudness and grunt' are a bit lacking;� . ______ ___cR, E,C_. 'Oc_ 

spkr Stage t GS 4,100 ribbon • 86dB • 55,82,5cm • Tw_(l_I'§Y 
spkr Centaur M�or 4 980 hybrid • 88dB • 4 Ohms • 200W • 40 141 27cm • Ribbon/dynamic 
spkr Studio Grand 14,900 hybrid • 87dB • 63,!60,55cm • Three way ribbon, active sub 

ARCAM • ABI:R CAMBRIDGE LTD • TEL 01223 440964 • FAX 01223 863384 • DEALERS 211 
amp Alpha 5 230 134 
amp Alpha 6 330 129 
amp Delta 290P 400 141 
arJ1P Delta 290 480 116 
amp Delta liDS 520 124 
amp Delta 110 750 
am Xeta One 999 
cass Delta 100 899 111 
cd Alpha One 300 137 
cd Alpha 5 Plus 470 139 
cd Delta 270 800 124 
cdt Delta 250 750 130 
dac Black Box 50 450 127 
dac Black Box 500 750 136 
tun AI ha 5 220 142 
tun Delta 1BO 399 120 
cart CJ7 30 48 
cart CJIMG 40 67 
cart E77 50 
CartEJJMG 60 48 
cart P77 63 
cart P77MG 73 48 

__!!!!P.: Eras line 1.050 preamp • 4l.1T • Dual mono construction 
amp EOUxP_orL 1,099 JlllWer amp • lBW • With volume control 
amp Elektra EXport 1,199 integrated • lBW • 4L)T • Class A valve amp 
amp Triton --ll� ,2>') 50(------'P"!'C'we":r.!!.am"'p�·.;;l0!'!!.W • Triode� volume control 
amp Eras Phono 1,250 preamp • Jl,IT • Dual mono construction 
ami Talos Une I 350 integrated • IOW • 4l,IT • Triode Class A valve amp 
amp Talos Phono 1 550 integrated • lOW • MM JUT • Triode Class A phono amp 
amp Tycho Pwr 1,650 power amp • SOW • Pure Class A 
amp Tycho In! !,899 mlegrated • SOW • 4UT • Pure Class A integrated 
cab LSO.S 12 loudspeaker cable • stranded • silver • Priced per meter 
cab LSl 25 loudspeaker cable • stranded • silver • Priced �r meter 
cab LS-2 50 Loudspeaker cable • stranded • silver • Biwire, priced��"'etr�m:; et"'e"'r���----------------------
cab SAO.S 75 Interconnect • Symmetrical • stranded • silver 
cab DACl 99 Drgital, electrical • coaxial • stranded • 75ohms • silver 
cab SA! 99 Interconnect • Symmetrical • stranded • silver 
cab DAC2 199 Digital electrical • coaxial • stranded • 75ohms • silver 
cab SA2 199 Interconnect • Symmetrical • stranded • silver 

ART AUDIO • TEL 0115 9653604 • FAX 0115 9637795 
amp Minuet 499 pream • Sl IT 
amp Headline 600 preamp • hdph • Single ended triode Class A 
amp VPl 741 .P!.!arJ1ll • 6L 1T 
amp Conductor Phono 750 preamp • MM/MC • Separate PSU, upgradable 
ampVPl 952 pream • MM 5L 2T 
--""P Conductor 1)00 p::'re:Oa'=mJC p -:-. -"6i"l 2� T�•�hC.,d;:; phc-:-• "up=g= ra"' da"'b'-'te 

_______ _ 

amp Quintet 1,393 109 power amp • 15W • Switchable triode, uftralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest watts around. Sur�gfy_g!!!J.�·---------
--""�rL I 499 integrated • JOW • 5l2T • Class A Pentode 
amp Concerto l 669 power amp • SOW • 2x mono triode/pentode 
amp Conductor "EX

-
po-, rt�2,*'oo� o

---
-preamp • 6L,2T • hdph • rem • Separate PSU mono 

REC'O 
B'BUY 
REC'D 
REC'O 

REC'D 

REC'D 
B'BUY 

B'BUY 
B'BUY 

REC'O 
REC'D 

amp Tempo 2,499 power amp • JOW • 2x mono Class A trio;cde'.:-----------------------------------------
amp Maestro 3,524 power amp • lOOW • 2x mono triode/pentode 

ATC LOUDSPEAKER TECHNOLOGY LTD • TEL 01285 760561 • FAX 01285 760683 • DEALERS 25 
_,.sp� k,__,r S�C� M*'I0(-----'!9�95�-----�s"'ea"7 1e"':d-·-:2�d'C'ri"'vee_r.c•-*B*'Od� B • B Ohms • JOOW • IB 3B 26cm • Mnimum 100wQh_wall/free use 
2J1�kr':--iSS:C� M�20bc-

l.dQS B6 sealed • 2 driver • BJdB • B Ohms • 300W • 24 44Jlcm • Massively built, inv� informative but the rather forward_f@jfintation can be uncomfortable. 
spkr SCM20 Tower � sealed • 2 driver • BJdB • B Ohms • JOOW • 24 • Floor standing SCM20 
spkr SCMSO -�3;.;A:'fBO:c----"'po"! rt"'ed;-·�3"d"'r" ive,_ r_·�B:;c;5dB • B Ohms • !SOW • 31 Passive Io s ecial order only, ____________________________ _ spkr SCM 100 4,033 parted • 3 driver • 8BdB • B Ohms • 40,B4,53cm to special orderOniY 
spkr SCMSOA � active • B Ohms • 350W • 31 72 4Bcm • With in! x'over and amps 
spkr SCMIOOA __lSQ__ active • B Ohms • 350W • 40 B4 59cm • With int x'over and amps 
spkr SCM200A 11 207 actiVe • 9IdB • B Ohms • BSOW • B3,73,440cm • With ext x'over and amps 
spkr SCMJOOA 11,995 active • 94dB • B50W • 93,BB,4Bcm • With ext x'over and amps 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS • AUDIO COMPONENTS • TEL 01305 761017 • FAX 01305 761492 • DEALERS 20 
--""p__IJ____ 299 145 preamp • Jl IT • 25 10 30cm 
amp Alto 299 13B 
�p Alto Chrome 329 
-"'""- �""'--- � :-- -"' "-- -'i""'ntegrated • 35W • 4l,2T • 43,B,30cm • Despite a shortfall in the very deep bass, this unusual amplifier still sounds beautifully opeft natural and relaxed. B'BUY 

integrated • 35W • 4l2T • 43 8 30cm 
am T2  399 
amp P2 679 �!!:---i;§;----�(-----..l!"amp • MC • 12,16,8cm • MC stepJ!IL__ 

preamp • MM • 50,12,30cm • Phono stage 
amp L2 699 
amp Ser BOO B49 145 ._�= ----;c;;;---,�-'preamp_: lliT ·

,,...,50¥1!':2ii'JO':i cm'i':-c----
power amp • 25W • 4'cl "15o,3g.4ci'm""==-=-== --""P Classic 25 

am[! P2MC 
amp Ser 500 

B99 
B99 
999 

_ir@grated • 25W • 4L IT • 46 15 34cm • K,,, , a"" m"'p"'lif,ie,_r -----� preamp • MM/MC • 50,12,30cm • Phono stag,,_e _________ _ 

amQ Ser 700 999 116 -"'""--*"��-- �:--......-.----:i'c;nte"'g"ra"! te"'d,•_,2ii.5W""•-""MM)l,2T ·.�
4�l;.;Ic't5-"34"-c"'m�----�-c-integrated • 25W • 4l,1 T • 41,15,34cm • Valve am� that can turn the roughest'-:oc;f d'"ig"'i"-ta "l s;:;o:;;un=d'-'s'-in"to:-m=us"-ic"'bo"th.-;;;un=d"er;;:;stated and graceful. Sensitive speakers are a must. REC'O 

1000 -"'""-�"!'-.- ,----!4� ----'p"'ow'"e"-r "'am"'p'-- · �50�W;,•'-'4LI5,34cm • Monoblocks�- -� -
amp 1.499 
amiLfi_rst Audio 1,549 
amp IOOOSE 2,249 
amp 2nd Audio 2,999 
cd Alto 299 
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power amp • 7.5W • 4115J34cm ===============�--============== 
power amp • SOW • 41,15,34cm • S•lver circuit board 

---------::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::-_______ _ 
power amp • !SW • 4U5,34cm • Monoblocks 
bltstream • rem • 43 B 30cm • Dual diff DAC 

HI-Fl CHOICE 
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PRODUCT 

cd Alto Chrome 

£ 

329 

ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

bitstream • rem • 43,8,30cm • Dual drH clock 

AUDIO NOTE • AUDIO BY DESIGN • TEL 01305 761017 • DEALERS 15 
amp Ongaku POA Col integrated • 26W • 6L • A single ended, zero negative feedback triode, fine-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world. REC'D 
amp Oto SE 
cab AN-D 

1.500 
lOO 

126 integrated • 24W • MM/MC,4L,ll • Transparent. verr dynamic, excellent clarity and subtelty with limited power make for a very clear sounding amp. REC'D 
109 Loudpeaker cable • solid core • copper • Supplied in linea_E_ non:JJO/arised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather g[}_Qpy and forward. 

cab AN-8 165 109 loudspeaker cable • solid core • COJ:!J:!er • A very high c�acitance Litz-type cable whose sound may well act as a taming influence in many systems. REC'D 
cab AN-SP 
dac DACl 

1,270 
600 127 

Loudspeaker cable • silver • Some 15 individually insulated silver strands go to make up this very civilised but exceptionally detailed sounding cable. REC'D 
dac DAC3 

-��---�---'��:�:�:� : ���trical out • optical out • rem • An oddball OAC with manual deemphasis switching. Needs a high f2!eaf!!lJJ!!put impedance if bass is no.,t t,.._o,.,su.,�'""'�- _________ _ 
1 ,650 

spkr AN-KB 499 2 driver • 90d8 • 8 Ohms • lOOW • 28 46 23cm • Free space, stand mount 
spkr AN-K/SP 
��kr AN-J/8 
spkr AN-J/SP 

699 
799 110 
999 

2 driver • 90d8 • 6 Ohms • lOOW • 28,16,23cm • Free space stand�
-'

m
""

o
"'
u"'nt

�--- --

2 driver • 93d8 • 8 Ohms • 150W • 3�58,25cm .�Lpig':'ih'Ct'ida "'=m-":p"':in"'g"'a"'nd7fi'coc"'a"f"un=-=e" ve=-= n-=- ne=-=s-=-s-=-ad:;:d.:cs-::-so=-= m::-:ec:cc:-ol"ou"' r"'a t"'io::-:n"'. b"u"'t"do::-:e-::-St:-;l't"s"'po"'if"t"'he=--v"'e-=ry�"fr"''ve"I"'!J!Y'd"n-=-am"r"'c"'a-,-nd"'c::-:o'herent sound. REC'D 
2 driver • 93d8 • 8 Ohms • 150W • 38�58,25cm • Free space� stand mount 
2 driver • 94d8 • 8 Ohms • 150W • 36,84,28cm • Lovely coher""en" c"" e,"'g"'re�a"'t -m"'id"ba-n""d'd'yn -a -m"'ic - s -an-d't'ra - n-sp- a-re_n _ct-. e-x "'te- n'de""d"b -as_s_a-nd high sensitivity - pity it's so damn ugfxL__!\_EC'D spkr AN-E/8 !,299 106 

spkr AN-E!SP 1,599 
cart lo IIV 1,395 100 

3 driver • 94d8 • 8 Ohms • 150W • 26,84,28cm • Free space, stand mount 
moving coil • fixed st�lus • One of the best giving an extraordinarrly relaxing midrange clarity. Needs a transformer. REC'D 
moving corl • fixed stylus • Needs PSU 

-- -
cart lo Ltd V 2,950 

AUDIO PBYSIC • AANVIL AUDIO • TEL 01359 240687 • I'AX 01359 240687 
spkr STEP 
�kr SPARK 
�kr TEMPO 
spkr VIRGO 
spkr TERRA 
spkr AVANTI 
spkr CALDERA 
spkr MEOEA 

1.299 
L599 
1,999 143 
3,399 
3,499 
� 
9,999 
20,999 

parted • 2 driver • 84d8 • 4 Ohms • 60W • 14 33.23cm • Tim�gned, space frame stan 
parted • 2 driver • 86d8 • 4 Ohms • lOW • 17 c4Q,25:":c�m_c•_T ... im';'e'ia.., lig"'n:-"s"'p"'ac,_e-"!fr!"am""e'-is"'ta� n!'-d ���-���--���-� --���--
parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 150W • 22,107 47cm • Tall and unusually styled 1/oorstander has stunning stereo precision but suspect in -room bass tunmg. 
parted • 4 driver • 90dB • 4 Ohms • 150W • 16)00,42cm • Floor stand, decoupled tweeter 
subwoofer • Active sub. adjustable 
parted • 4 driver • 86d8 • 4 Ohms • 200W • 19,107 40cm • Decoupled mid/tweeter 
5 drrver • 9ld8 • 4 Ohms • 250W • 25,111.50cm • Pneumatic baffle, 3 cabinet 
parted • 4 driver • 9ldB • 4 Ohms • 400W • 24,ll0,50cm • Phase linear 

AUDIO RESEARCH • ABSOL1JTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • I'AX 0181 879 7962 
amp PH-1 

�� 
amp LS-Jb 
amp VT60 
amp D-200 
amp SP911 
amp PH-2 
amp LS-211 
am V35 
amp LS-2b 11 
amp V70 
�ll_ D-300 
amp LS-511 
amp vrtJo 
amp 0-40011 
amp Vl40 
amp VT150 
dac DAC2 

1,690 preamp • MM/MC • 48 14 26cm • Phono preamp 
1,695 preamp • 5L.lT • 48,14,26cm • 1 direct input 
2.250 preamp • 5L lT • 48,14 26cm • 1 direct input 
2,430 power amp • 35W • Single ende tube mono 
UQL _power amp • llOW • 48)4,3lcm • S
�
in

"
'gl
"'-
e

-
en' d

-
ed','ba71 a

-
nc
-
e"'d,_ __ _ 

� preamp • MM/MC,41,2T • 48 14,26cm • Hybrid 
2.895 _preamp • MM/MC • 48.14,26cm • Balanced 
2.997 preamp • 5UT • 48)4,26cm • 1 drrect inpuVhybrid 
3.355 power amp • JOW • 48 18 37cm • Balanced in hybrid 
3,398 preamp • 5L lT • 48 14 26cm • 1 balanced direct inpuVhybrid 
4.480 power amp • 60W • 48,18,40cm • Balanced in, hybrid 
4,800 _power amp • 160W • 48,1M3cm • Single ended balanced 
5.290 _illam�8)4,30cm • Full balanced in/out 
5.600 power amp • 65W • Stereo tub�.,b"' al",:an"' ce"!d'-- ,.--,--, 6"'2'* 00;c-- -- "'po,. .w"'er-"a, m,p • 200W • 48,23,33cm • Single ended , balanced 

______M§Q_ power amp • 120W • 48 22 30cm • Monoblock'iJ!ybrid 
14,940 power amp • lJOW • 37,31,56cm • 2 x monoblocks. tube 
3.940 multibit • 48,14.26cm • 20brl, 8x o/s 

AUDIO TECBNICA LTD • TEL 0113 2771441 • I'AX 0113 2704836 • DEALERS 100 
hdph ATH-Pl 
hdph ATH-S22 
hdph ATH-P3 
hdph ATH-S44 
hdph ATH-P lffi 
hdph ATH-P5 
hdph ATH-M2A 
hdph ATH-M4A 

10 
11 
15 
16 
20 
20 
28 
42 

open back • 88g • 24 Ohm • 'Omniphones' 
o en back • 5 • 160hm • Inner ear 
open back • 90g • 22 Ohm • 'Omniphones' 
open back • 5g • 16 Ohm • Inner ear 
open back • 55g • 25 Ohm • 'Omniphones', vol control 
op_en back • 70g • 40Qil111_' -�om'"n"' ip,.h.,on�es,_' ______ _ 
sealed • 1� • 22 Ohm • Mrd size 

hdph ATH-MZL__ 78 
sealed • 139g • 28 Ohm • Mrd :;siz':e ________ _ 
sealed • 210g • 40 Ohm • Mrd size 
open back • 280g • 6

'"-oo'-o" h
"
m
""
·"'Di:'y

"
'na
-
m� ic--,

fu"' ll �, ;,-, -----hdph ATH9ll 90 
hdph ATH910PRO 90 
hdph ATH9000 273 
cart AT-91 13 
cart AT-95E 19 
cart AT-llOE 24 
cart AT-OC5 146 
cart AT-OC9 245 

55 
Ill 

48 

sealed • 280g • 40 Ohm • The closed bac_/( 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarefy found with headphones. 
open back • 240g • 32 Ohm • Electrets which connect to the amp's speaker outputs. it sounds a little too smooth, but would suit agressive amps 
mi)Y!!!gl!@gnet • 2.8 mV • removable s Ius • 5.8 
moving mag11_et • 2.8 m V • removable stylus • 5./g • Clear, dynamic if richly balanced. 
movrng mag� 3.8 mV • removable stylus • 7.2g __ 

103 .±".''---" m"'ov""ing coil • 0.4 m V • fixed stylus • S.Og • For the price, it's unusually effortless and detailed, but it tends to become rather relentless and tiring eventually, 
movrng coil • 0.38 mV • fixed stylus • 8.8g_ 

---

REC'D 

B'BUY 

RECr 
Cart AT-OCJO 
cart ART-I 

619 
944 72 

moving coil • 0.4 mV • fixed stvlus • 7.8g • Nude micro linear s Ius 
moving coil • 0.4 mY • fixed stylus • 8.8g • This is a delicat:ce"=a": nd=vec:ryc-.1u:lu"'id'-s::-:o c:un::cd:c:in:-::gcoM"C that tracks well, offers very low distortion and exceptionallygo-"o-,d"'se=-=p::-3'= a"'tio"'n=--. --R"'E"'C"' 'D.-

AUDIOLAB • CAMBRIDGE SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY LTD • TEL 01480 52521 • I'AX 01480 52159 • DEALERS 82 
amp 8000A 
amp 8000C 
amp 8000P 
amp 8000M 
amp 8000PPA 
amp 80000 
cdt 8000COM 
dac 80000AC 
tun 80001 

500 140 
520 97 
700 
750 145 
850 
1,000 145 
1,300 
800 127 
750 142 

integrated • 60W • MM/MC,2L,3T • hdph • 45,8,36cm • The BOOOA remains a highfv disiplined and mature sounding am�_. __ 
preamp • MM!MC,2L,3T • hdph • 45,8,36cm • Very distmctivej almost stark neutrality that will not 8fJ!!.§.E./ to afl listeners. Good value engineering nevertheless 
power am� lOOW • 45c8)6cm • Si-wire speaker terminals 
power amp • 125W • 45 8 36cm • Srngle monoblock 
preamp • MM/MC • 45,8,36cm • Phono preamplifier 
preamp • 3L,2T • hdph • rem • 45,8,36cm • 'Pure Direct' signal path 
transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 45.8,36cm • Precision master clock 
bitstream • 45.8.36cm • Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor vet. sadly still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music 
FM,M.L • 39 presets • 45,8,36cm • Unusually combination of fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM!, and superb ergonomics 

AUDIOMECA • KRONOS DISTRIBUTION • TEL 018687 48632 • I'AX 018687 48281 
cd Kreatura 
cd Kreature SE 
cdt Damnation 
cdt Damnation SE 
cdt Kreatura 

1,299 
1,450 141 
950 
uoo 
1,199 

multibit • electrical out • optical out • rem • 25,14,39cm 
multibit • electrical out • rem • 25,14,39cm • Trichord clocked 
transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 29 lO_dfcm 
transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 29, 10,32cm • Trichord clocked 
transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 25,14,39cm • Heavily modified COM 

REC'D 

B' 80Y 

cdt Mephisto 2,100 144 transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 43.15.33cm • rested with rrichord Pulsar, with which it is usuallrpaired. the duo provide a highlr composed and tacUie sound. REC'D 
dac Elixir 
tt Romance 
tt Jl 
11 Jl/SL5 
arm SL5 

745 141 
1,675 
2,500 
4,250 
1,999 

bitstream • electrical out • optical out • rem • 25,39,9cm 
manual • 33/45rpm • With Romeo unipivot cart 
manual • 33745rpm • 50. 40, 2cm • Top of the range model 
manual • 33/45rpm • 50. 40, 2cm • With parallel tracking cart 
fixed armtube • proprietary fit • Parallel tracking 

AUDIOOUEST • A&R CAMBRIDGE LTD • TEL 01223 440964 • fAX 01223 863384 
cab F-14 45 109 Loudspeaker cable • solid core • cop�er • Ideal for laying under c.arpets. F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound REC'D 
cab Video 2 50 108 Digital, electrical • coaxial • stranded • 75ohms • copper • The very best available with�ressive sound. but generous price to sweeten the p#J B'BUY 
cab Type 4 75 109 lauds eaker cable • co er • Four 18- au e OFHC eo per conductors wound ma L!tz-type fashion increases caoacitance but restrains the cable's 'bite'. 
cab Dig•lal PRO 90 108 Digital, electrical • coaxial • stranded • 75ohms • silver • A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z bul lackrng its clear cut lransparency, 
cab _Q@rnk Z 100 108 Orgital, optical • glass • Good level of midband detarf but frequency extremes lack depth and ext .. e,n�s"'io, n.

��-c.,-.-,-, ,
--

�,-,-
---

-, cab M1dnight Hyperlitz 260 109 Loudspeaker cable • solid core • copper • Very similar to Type 4. but with a delicate smoothness that contrasts with the brighter sound of cheap cables 
cart MC5 250 movrng coil • 1.4mV • fixed stylus • H_igh output MC line contact 
----cart 404L 599 84 moving coil • O.SmV • fixed stylus • S!Jght harshness detracted from the performance of this otherwise clear�soundi!J.g and detailed cartridg{J 
cart 404iMH ---\8"0 99!n,.--;c,---!!!mo":'v": in�g"' coc:-il_:_•___,lc1 .4ccm!!iv.-'•'-'fC'ix"' ed;-;s'!'ty-i"lu,_s_:_•�B¥'orl!!on'c

'
c'C
an"' t ';"

·le>J veo_r================ :-::====-======== :--- ------ -cart 7000NSX 1.495 91 moving coil • 0.4 m V • fixed stylus • Stunning stereo imaging and good detail at low levels are spoiled bv less than perfect tracking and high sensitivity to arms. 

spkr 2X 
spkr JX 
spkr 5 
spkr 6 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

850 
1,500 143 
2,500 
4 .600 

2 driver • 89d8 • 8 Ohms • 120W • 17 90 22cm • Black ash 
3 driver • 89d8 • 8 Ohms • 150W • 19 98 32cm • Black ash + cuba 
4 driver • 9ldB • 8 Ohms • 200W • 24,110J34cm • Black ash+ cuba 
parted • 3 driver • 92d8 • 6 Ohms • 250W • 38,115,42cm • Black p

·�
,.-=-no"r"'ac::: qu:-:e-=-r ----
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AMPLIFIERS 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 

L 1. . £29 9.90 
Series 300. 

AURA 

vAsa· .. 
VA80' .. 

. ..... £49 9.00 

VA10011 .......... . 

.... £189.90 
..... £19 9.90 

£349.90 

DE NON 

PMA2SOIII. 
PMA3SOII . 
PMA4SOSE' . 
PMA480 R' 

KENWOOD 

KA10 60 . 
KA30 20 SE 
KA30 20' . 
KAS0 40 R' 

MARANTZ 

SR73' . 
PM44SE 11.. 

NAKAMICHI 

IA4. 

PIONEER 

. .... £1S9.90 
. .. £219.90 

. .... £249.90 

..... £19 9.90 

. .. £119.90 
..... £19 9.90 

. ... £149.90 
..... £214.90 

. .... £479.90 
. .. £189.90 

... £19 9.90 

A20 3  . £129.90 
A3oox· ............. .. £169.90 
A300 R ................. £19 9.90 

ROT EL 

RA9 30 AX 11 .. 
RA9 30 BX 
RA93SBX 11 .. 
RA9 70 BX 
RC9 70 BX 11. 
RB9 70 BX 11. 

SONY 

TAF442B• . 
TAFS42B. 

TECHNICS 

. .... £149.90 

..... £19 9.90 
. ... £249.90 

..... £29 9.90 

. .... £174.90 

. .... £224.90 

...... £19 4.90 
. ... £19 9.90 

SUA600 11 ........... £19 9.90 
SUA700 11' . . . .... £249.90 
SUA900 11 . . . . . . . . . . £39 9.90 
SU800 D (NEW) .... £39 9.90 
SU900 D (NEW) ......... £49 9.90 

THORENS 

TTA2000 • . . . . . . . . .... £39 9.90 
TTP2000' . . .... £449.90 

YAMAHA 

AX470' ................ £219.90 
AXS90 (NEW). . . ... £29 9.90 
AX380 ............. . £19 9.90 
AX490 (NEW). . ... £249.90 

I TUNERS 
AURA 

TU80 .. £349.90 

DEN ON 

TU260 L.. . . £119.90 
TU21SRD . . .... £149.90 
TU380 RD .............. £189.90 

MARANTZ 

STs3· ................. £134.90 
STso· ..... £10 9.90 

*FREE DELIVERY 
THROUGHOUT UK MAINLAND 

ABOVE £250.00 
I EXCEPT C:LUAANCE ITEMS AND SPECIAL OFFERS) 

Estd 
1976 

350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 lEA 
Tel: (0171) 402 2100 Fax (0171) 724 7750 

*SPECIAL OFFERS 

PIONEER 

F20 3L•. . .... £9 9.90 
FS0 2RDS ..... £229.90 
ROT EL 

RT9 30 AX•. . ........ £139.90 
RT9 SOBX ..... £249.90 
SONY 

STS211 LB. . .... £9 9.90 
STS311 LB. . .. £1S9.90 
STSS05 ES. . ... £249.90 
TECHNICS 

STG3SO. 
STGSSO 

. ... £139.90 
. £189.90 
. £229.90 

. .. £2S9.90 
STG6SO ............ . 
STG90 L·. 
YAMAHA 

TX480 
TXS80 RDS 

. £139.90 
... £19 9.90 

YAMAHA 

KX380 . . ............. £169.90 
KX480 . . .. £19 9.90 
KXS80 . . ...... £249.90 
KXW282 ............... £19 9.90 
KXW482 . . . £249.90 

TU RNTABLES 

TECHNICS 

SLBD20 .. 
SLBD22. 
SL1210 MII 
THORENS 

. .. £129.70 
. ...... £149.90 

... £449.90 

TD180 • .. .. £1S9.90 
TD166 VI' . . £239.90 
TD166 VI REGA' . . ... £269.90 
TD280' ................ £179.90 

CLEARANCE BARGAINS 
norm11l CLEARANCE 

price PRICE 

HARMON KARDON 

HK6SSO ... £429.90 . . £289.90 
HK1200 ... £279.90 .... £19 9.90 
HD74SO ... £29 9.90 .... £199.90 
TD4200 ... £279.90 .... £19 9.90 
HK3300 ... £379.90 .... £19 9.90 

AIWA 

ADF8SO ... £229.90 . . £19 9.90 
XKS7ooo· . £S49.9 S .... £39 9.90 
NSXD939 .. £749.90 .... £639.90 
NSXV70 ... £39 9.90 .... £339.90 

ARCAM 

BB 1 ....... £200.00 .... £14S.OO 
BB2 ....... £300.00 .... £18S.OO 
AlphaS CD £420.00 .... £34S.OO 
Alpha 3 Amp£200.00 .... £140.00 
AlphaS Amp £230.00 ... £190.00 

.............. norms/. CLEARANCE 

KENWOOD 

price PRICE 

KRV60 60 .. £349.90 . . . £279.90 
DP70 SO ... £349.90 .... £2S9.90 
UDS0 2 .... £49 9.90 .... £419.90 
UDSS2 .... £S49.90 .... £469.90 
UD7S1M ... £749.90 .... £619.90 
M9 7G .... £1249.90 .... £9 9 9.90 

NAKAMICHI 

REC3 ..... £369.90 .... £19 9.90 
IA3 ....... £349.90 .... £19 9.90 

SONY 

TAAVS70 .. £39 9.90 .... £319.90 
TAAV670 .. £679.90 .... £S49.90 
ST730 ES .. £349.90 .... £219.90 
TCWR63SS' £29 9.90. . . £229.90 
TCK41S ... £179.90 .... £139.90 

I c A s sETTEDECKs I Ll __ _ c_D_P_L_ A_Y_E_Rs 
__ � 

DE NON 

DRMS40 ... £1S9.90 
DRS640. . . . . £19 9.90 
DRM740 ............... £2S9.90 
DRS840. . . . ... £29 9.90 
DRW760 . . . £249.90 

KEN WOOD 

KX3oso· ............... £129.90 
KXW60 60' ............. £1S9.90 
KXW80 60 .............. £2S9.90 

NAKAMICHI 

DR1 . . .... £849.90 
DR2 . . . . . . . . . . . . ... £S9 9.90 
DR3 ................... £39 9.90 

SONY 

TCKS11• . 

TECHNICS 

RSTR373'. 
RSTR474•. 
RSTRS7s· .. 
RSTR979'. 
RSBXS0 1 

. ... £19 9.90 

. ... £164.90 

. ... £179.90 
£219.90 

. ... £349.90 
..... £179.90 

Mail Order: simply send your 
cheque together with your 

name and address, or phone 
your access or visa number 

AURA 

cDsoc·. . ..... £29 9.90 
DEN ON 

DCD31S .. .. .. .. .. .. . £149.90 
DCD61S ............... £179.90 
DCD10 1S . .. ........ £349.90 
DCD82S . . . . ... £219.90 
HARMON KARDON 

FL84oo•... . ...... £29 9.90 
MARANTZ 

C063• ................. £179.95 
CD63SE ...... £349.90 
PIONEER 

PD20 3. . .. £1S9.90 
PDSSo3· ............... £164.90 
PDS70 3  ................ £249.90 
ROTEL 

RCD930 AX. 
RCD9 40 BX. 
RCD970 BX. 
SONY 

. .... £19 9.90 
. .. £249.90 

. ... £349.90 

CDP761 ................ £249.90 
CDPX30 3ES• . . . . . . .. £4S9.90 
TECHNICS 

SLPGS6o· .............. £149.90 
SLPD867.. . .. £179.90 
SLPD687". . .. £164.90 
SLPS670 ............... £179.90 
SLPS740 .  . . .  £229.90 
SLPS840' . . .......... £349.90 

LOUDSP EAKERS 

B&W 

200 1' ................... £79.90 
200 2' .................. £10 9.90 
DM600' . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . .  £139.90 
P4 ..................... £S9 9.90 
PS........... . ... £79 9.90 
BOSE 

AM3 11 
AMS 11 .. 
AM3 System . 
AMS System .. 
BOSTON 

....... £49 9.90 
. . £7S9.90 

...... £S9 9.90 
... £10 79.90 

40 4V ................... £9 9.90 
S2SV ............... .. £149.90 
HDS . . £119.90 
CELESTION 

1 ...................... £119.90 
311 . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . .  £139.90 
Sl l.. . .... £189.90 
711. . . . ... £239.90 
.JBL 

MRS. . ................ £84.90 
MR2S .................. £10 9.90 
MR26. . ... £1S4.90 
MR28 .................. £169.90 
MR38 .................. £239.90 
KEF 

010' .................. £19 9.90 
oso ................... £49 9.90 
M90 . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . .  £249.90 
M100 .................. £349.90 
CODA7 ................ £129.90 
CODA8 ................ £179.90 
MONITOR AUDIO 

MA14-II. .. ........... £49 9.90 
MA20 1 ................. £29 9.90 
MA20 2. . .... £449.90 
REL 

STRATA ................ £49 4.90 
STORM... . . . £69 4.90 
STADIUM . . . . . . . . . . . .. £9 9 4.90 
STE NTOR. ... £149 4.90 
STUDIO . . . ..... £29 9 4.90 
REVOLVER 

PURDEY. . . . . .. £249.90 
COLT...... . . £149.90 
BERETTA ....... £9 9.90 
SURROUND PACKAGE .. £29 9.90 
ROGER$ 

LS1 N2· .. .. .. .. .. .. £19 9.90 
LS2 N2 ................ £249.90 
LS4 N2 . . ..... £29 9.90 
TANNOY 

PROFILE 631 .... £149.90 
PROFILE 632. . . £189.90 
PROFILE 633. . ... £319.90 
PROFILE 636 ........... £419.90 
PROFILE 637. . £49 9.90 
PROFILE 638. . ... £S9 9.90 
62S ALF ................ £S9 S.OO 
SUBSAT3' ............. £29 9.90 
TDL 

NFM ................... £119.9 9 
RTL1 . . . £19 9.9 S 
RTL2 . . . . . • . . . • . . . £29 9.9 S 
RTL3 ........... £39 9.90 
RTL4 . . . . £649.90 

FREE £40 SPEAKER 
STANDS WITH ANY 

BOOKSHELF SPEAKERS 
WORTH £150 OR OVER 

BANG & OLUFSEN OF KENSINGTON 

186 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET 

LONDON WB. TEL: 0171 937 9444 

NOW STOCK 
MERIDIAN& 

BOSE LIFESTYLE 
SYSTEMS 



PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

AVI • AV INTERNATIONAL LTD • TEL 01453 765682 • lAX 01453 752777 • DEALERS 23 

599 
799 
799 
1.099 
999 119 
1.149 
549 136 
599 

B&O • BANG & OLUHEN UK LTD • TEL 01734 692288 • lAX 01734 693388 • DEALERS 167 

SQkr Beovox RUOOO 215 3 driver • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 60 W • 32.40.13cm • Simplified Rl6000 
s kr Beovox CX50 300 sealed • 2 driver • 89dB • 6 Ohms • lOOW • 12 21 2lcm 

s kr Beolab 4500 1 200 active • 45W • 45 38 Bcm • Attaches to wall 
2Qkr Beolab 6000 1 450 active • BOW • 20 110 2lcm • Column two am s shielded 

spkr Beolab 8000 1 999 active • lOOW • 15 132 15cm • Shielded column, int amps 
spkr Beolab Penta 3 2,500 active • 150W • 22,165,34cm • line array column, display 
rec Beomaster 7000 920 FM,M,l • 75W • 20 presets • MM,2l,1T • rem 
tt 7000 555 auto • 33/45rpm • 41.8.33cm • lnc MMC1 cartridge. RIAA pream 

B&W LOUDSPEAKERS (UK SALES LTDI • TEL 01903 750750 • lAX 01903 750694 • DEALERS 400 

• 87dB • 8 Ohms • 75W • 14 20 14cm • White or black finishes 
• 8 Ohms • IOW • 16 11 1cm • In wall 

• BidS • 4 Ohms • IOOW • 21 36 25cm • Smart cosmetics and a even balance but d namicallr bland; amplifier current demands are rather high. 
8 Ohms • 150W • 17 24 15cm • Various colours 

sealed • 1 driver • 89dB • 4 Ohms • 150W • 14 49 31cm • l.Jr e bookshelf model has fine bass extension and a smooth well-balanced but sli !!J!l hea'!Y. and laid back sound. 
subwoofer • 15W • 33 39 34cm • Ac 

'---'!'!�-"''---ported • BidS • B Ohms • 600W • 44,100,56cm • Lacks transparencr of the best panels, and the drama of the best drnamics, but acoustically a tour de force. 
ported • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 110W • 15.45.24cm • External crossover 
Sub.1 x sat • 89 • t9,34,45cm 
stereo • 15W • 33 34 39cm 
stereo • 1DOW • THX • 43,58,50cm 

BEYERDYNAMIC • TEL 01273 479411 • lAX 01273 471825 • DEALERS 300 

hdph 01111 33 
hdph OT311 49 
hdph DT331 59 
hdph DT4ll 69 
hd h DT431 89 
hdph DT511 99 
hdph DT531 129 
hdph IRS/90 129 
hd h DT770 Pro 139 
...MQh DTIOO 139 
..MI!!!. DT801 159 
hdph DT990 Pro 163 
.,MQh DT811 179 
hdph IRS890 199 
hd h DT901 199 
hdph DT911 219 

spkr Xl4000 220 
SQkr VS!OO 250 
spkr 151 Environt'l 210 

2Qkr 161 Fr�style 215 
spkr 101 Ser Ill 290 
s kr C' uter RoomMate300 
s kr Video RoomMate 300 
spkr Roomate 11 300 

lll 

:p�� ��; VM !��--18 .--�i'¥-�*""�-1;-';12'-"4*-/'"'-:��':"':"':"'f 
s kr A' mass AM3 11 500 

s kr 401 500 110 
2Qkr SE-5 Ser 11 S st 160 

s kr A'mass AM511 760 
spkr A'mass AMI 830 
s krGiiTM KIII 880 
spkr 901 VI 1,650 

BOSTON ACOUSTICS • PORTfOLIO MARKETING • TEL 01494 890277 

s kr HD5 139 110 
s kr 315 139 

_!Qkr CR6 149 
s kr Runabout 169 

_!Qkr 350 119 
s kr 335 119 

2Qkr Satellites 119 
spkr CRI 199 
s�kr 360 Ser 11 209 

2Qkr CRB 239 
spkr 380 249 

_!Qkr CR9 119 
�er 299 
2Qkr SW10 449 128 
SQkr SubSat Six 449 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 
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Boston to Copland: : 

PRODUCT 

spkr SubSat 7 
spkr Lynf�eld 300L 
spkr Lynfield 500L 

£ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

549 3 dnver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 125W • PAsSive sub & 2 satellites 
2,000 2 driver • 83dB • 8 Ohms • 250W • 23.34,28cm • lnc stands, black 
4,449 3 dr�ver • 85dB • 5 Ohms • 350W • 122,23.4/cm • free stand, separate bass/lop 

BRYSTON • PROFESSIONAL MONITOR CO • TEL 01923 249119 • fAX 01923 249219 

amp .4 
amp BP! 
amp 2B·LP 
amp BP4 
_alllP BP5 
amp BP20 
amp 3B-NRB 
ai!!P THX3B 
amp 4B-NRB 
amp IB-NRB 
amp THX4B 
amp THXIB 
amp 8B-NRB 
amp THX8B 

641 
613 
150 
802 
889 
1,126 
1,159 
1.262 
1,756 
1,815 
1,858 
1,911 
2,195 
2.400 

preamp • A/V • 4L,IT • 48,5,25cm 
preamp • A/V • MM or MC • 48,5,25cm • Phono stepup, bat & unbal 
power_mT1ll • A/V • 15W • 48,5.25cm • Bndgable 
preamp • A/V • 4L)T • 48,5,25cm • Balanced out 
preamp • A/V • MM/MC 3L IT • 48 5 25cm • MM or MC balanced out 
preamp • A/V • 8L, IT • 48,5,25cm • Balanced m/out 
power amp • A/V • 150W • 48.13,23cm • Bndgable. bat & unbalanced 
power amp_o A/V • 150W • 48.13,23cm • 2 channels, THX approved 
power amp • A/V • 300W • 48.13,39cm • Bndgable, bat & unbalanced 
power amp • A/V • 500W • 48.13,39cm • Smgle monoblock 
power am�· A/V • 300W • 48.13,39cm • 2 channels, THX approved 
power amp • A/V • 500W • 48.13,39cm • I channel. THX approved 
power amp • A/V • 150W • 48,13,39cm • 4 channels, bndgeable 
power amp • A/V • t50W • 48.13.39cm • 4 channels. THX approved 

CASTLE ACOUSTICS LTD • TEL 01756 795333 • fAX 01756 795335 • DEALERS 264 

spkr Trentll 
spkr Durham 900 
spkr York 
spkr Severn 
spkr Chester 
spkr Howard S2 
spkr Winchester 

200 122 
300 135 
370 110 
500 
700 98 
1.100 132 
1.650 90 

parted • 89dB • 8 Ohms • SOW • 20,34,18cm • Very classy finish for the pr�plus a sound that !!_asses muster without setting anything much alig,..ht c__. ____ _ 

parted • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 85W • 22.40,23cm • Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a� upfront._ coherent and exciting sound ___ _ 

_parted • 89dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 26.43.22cm • Pretty little real wood compact has an engagmg transparency: good balance and fme t1mmg, could do with some authonty_. 
parted • 81dB • 8 Ohms • IIOW • 23.71.20cm • free standmg, 9 fmiShes 
horn • 90dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 23,91,25cm • A brilliant throwback, using a horn type approach to provide startlinu!Jnamics and coherence. 
horn • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 125W • 26,104,4lcm • A spacious somi-omni with a rich, laid back balance. 
parted • 3 driver • 90d8 • 8 Ohms • 150W • 42.108,23cm • Unconventional and beautifullr crafted, large for its bass extension but engagingly agile and attractively open. 

CELESTION INTERNATIONAL LTD • TEL 01473 322222 • fAX 01473 729662 • DEALERS 200 

spkr Little! 99 90dB • 8 Ohms • 50W • 9.20,15cm 

REC'D 
REC'D 

B'BUY 
REC'D 
REC'D 

spkr POA 119 114 86dB • 8 Ohms • 50W • 16,27,2lcm • Pretty basic performance, but at a very basic price - it all sounds a bit scrapfJY�d untidy, but its heart is in th!_!]ght place. B'BUY 
spkr csc 129 89dB • 6 Ohms • 15W • 33,13,15cm • Centre channel 
spkr CSI35 139 128 86dB • 8 Ohms • 90W • 52,19.34cm • Compact htdeaway pass�ve subwoofer lacks senous bass extension: for h1gh sensjJjxjJy_speakers only. 
spkr 3 MKII 139 130 parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 75W • 21,31,18cm • Smooth and polished fJ1 budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back tor some tastes. B'BUY 
spkr MP! 149 140 90dB • 8 Ohms • 150W • 22,30,15cm REC'D 

86dB� Ohms • 60W • 16,29,22cm spkr CS2 
spkr CS4 
spkr Centre 2 
spkr 5 Mkll 
spkr I Mkll 
spkr 9 

11 

149 
169 
179 
189 
239 
269 102 
299 

81dB • 8 Ohms • 15W • 18,33.23cm 
90dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 11,16.42cm • Centre channel 
89dB • 8 Ohms • 90W • 25,35.21cm • Larger verSion of Celest10n 3 
89dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 31.45.24cm 
89dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 21 ,50.25cm • Ntcely presented and ta1r matenal value wtth tm resStve/r_ flat mtd to bass balance. 
89dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 31,51.24cm spkr 

spkr 15 389 114 89dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 21,100,25cm • Big box and bang tor your buck; short on subtelty and control but long on both enthusiasm. ____ REC'D 

s�kr Sl6Si 429 
spkr CS6i 449 
spkr CS8i 499 
spkr 100 539 
spkr Sl600SI 820 
spkr 300 1,099 
spkr lOOSE 1,435 
spkr Kingston 2,500 

94 

68 
118 

p_orted • 2 drtver • 84dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 20,38,27cm • ThiS stereotype luxury compact can sound a btt dull and C2fl�tf, but really opens up on Slate Audio stands favours CD. 
90dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 19.85.3Icm 
90dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • l9.100.31cm 
84dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 21.42, 26cm _ 

parted • 2 driver • 82 dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 20,31,24cm • Has cettain remarkableJ!!!!jJetltes that some wtllltnd trreStstable, bul needs careful system and room malchtng. 
84d8 • 8 Ohms • l20W • 21.97,33cm • Splendid bass extens1on and fme panel-l1ke openness and transparency, but dynam1cs and t1mmg are suspect balance very la1d back. 
82dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 20.31,24cm • Aerolam lightwerght enclosure 
parted • 2 driver • 84dB • 8 Ohms • 150W • 101.24.36cm • Polymer box, inC stand 

CERWIN VEGA • CSE ADMINISTRATION • TEL 01423 359054 • fAX 01423 359058 • DEALERS 98 

sp_l<r_'.§L 
spkr SAT-6 
spkr VSIO 
spkr VSI2 
spkr DCIO 
spkr DC12 
spkr VSI5 
spkr DCI5 
spkr 1515 

250 
300 
350 
550 
550 
650 
100 
850 
1.300 

parted • 2 driver • 94dB • 6 Ohms • IOOW �51,29cm • Bookshelf 
subwooler • 95dB • 4 Ohms • 125W • @.32cm • 3 box satellite/subwooler 
parted • 3 dnver • 95dB • 6 Ohms • 125W • 33,70,29cm • floor standing 
parted • 3 driver • 97dB • 4 Ohms • 250W • 42.81.38cm • floor standing 
parted • 3 driver • 96dB • 4 Ohms • 200W • 29.94,35cm • floor standing 
parted • 3 driver • 98dB • 4 Ohms • 300W • 36.98.35cm • floor standing 
parted • 3 driver • 102dB • 4 Ohms • 400W • 46.90.41cm • floor standing 
parted • 3 dnver • IOOdB • 4 Ohms • 500W • 44.103.46cm • floor standing 
parted • 6 dnver • 103dB • 4 Ohms • 600W • 44.135,46cm • floor standing. h1 senSitiVIty 

CHORD • TBE CHORD COMPANY LTD • TEJ. 01722 331674 • fAX 01722 411388 • DEALERS 210 

cab flatline Gold 9 loudspeaker cable • stranded • solid core • low • COJ!I!er 
cab Flatllne Tw1n 16 Loudspeaker cable • stranded • solid core • low • copper 
cab ChrysaliS 30 Interconnect • stranded • CQJJper 
cab Codac 32---..I0"'8c--"'o,-"g,i-'tai"l, "'ete"'c'=trical • coaxial • stranded • 75ohms • copper • A connecbon with a stranded mner core and a sound that lacks mtegratwn 
c� 39 Interconnect • stranded • copper 
cab Prodac 49 Drgrtal, electrical • 75ohms 
cab Cobra-mono 49 Interconnect • stranded • co_QQer 
cab Blue Heaven 58 Loudspeaker cable • stranded • solid core • low • srlver 
cab Siren 65 Interconnect • coaxral • stranded • Srlver _plated copper 
cab Chameleon 68 Interconnect • stranded • copper 
cab Blue-heaven 95 Interconnect • Symmetncal • stranded • solid core • Sliver 
cab Solid 130 Interconnect • coaxial • solid core • copper/Sliver 
spkr Sys Audio 905 249 parted • 2 dnver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • IOW • 21,15.19cm • Black Ash-+: Kumarka (brown) 
spkr SysAudio Sig 850 parted • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 27.15.25cm • Cherry, rosewood. black ash 

CLASSE AUDIO • ABSOL'OTE SOUNDS • TEJ. 0181 947 5047 • fAX 0181 879 7962 

amp Audio 30 L320 
amp Audio 70 1,399 
amp Audio 4l 1,697 
am Audio 4 1 135 
amp Audio 10 2,299 
amp Audio 5L 11 2.395 
amp Audio 511 2,651 
amp Audio 15 3,399 
amp- Audio 6L 11 3,469 
amp Audio 611 3 811 
_a111� AudiO 25 4,639 
am� M-lOO 1,690 
amp AudiO M-1000 9.968 

_prearTijl_"_MM/MC,4L,IT • 48),28cm 
JlOWer amp • 75W • 48,12,30cm • Sing�nded, balanced 
preamp • 5l, IT • 48,9,34cm • Remote opbon 

ream • MM/MC 4L,IT • 48,9,34cm • Remote optiOn 
power amp • 125W • 48,11.42cm • Single ended, bat bndgable 
pream_p • 5L,IT • 48,15,43cm • Remote option 
preamp • MM/MC,4L,IT • 48,15,43cm • Remote opllon 
power amp • 115W • 48.19,42cm • Sm�e ended, bat bndgable 
preamp • SL,IT • 48,15,43cm • Remote QPtion, sep PSU 

��MM!MC,4l.IT • 48,15,43cm�ote QJJIIon� PSU 
power amp • 250W • 48,20,53cm • Single ended, bat bndgable 
power amp • 700W • 48,19,44cm • Single ended. bat monoblock 
power amp • I kW • 48.22.53cm • Single ended. bat monoblock 

CONRA.D.JOHNSON • AUDIOfREAKS • TEJ. 0181 948 4153 • fAX 0181 948 4250 • DEALERS 12 

amp PVIOAl 995 
amp PV-IOA 1,250 
amp PV-12l 2.250 
amp PV-12 2,750 
amp Premier llA 3,500 
amp Premier 10 3,900 
amp Evol'n 20 SP ED 6.700 
amp Premier 12 1,000 

139 
prea®) • 5l • line versiOn ol PV-IOA 
preamp • MC,4L • Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build quality too. 
preamp • SL • Une versron of PV-12 
preamp • MC,4L • Tube 
powe� IOW • Baby Prem�er 8 
prear�SL • Lme vers1on of Premrer 78 
preamp • MC,4l • Poor man's Premrer 78 
power:.l.!DJL• l40W • Monoblock pair 

amp Premier 7B 11,000 Col 
amp Premier 8A 16.000 

"--- ;;"'=''-2'--��;e;- =---'Drearn_�4L • The 7 is designed without com.J!.romise. and is cl� one of the finest (valve) weamplifiers money can buy. 
power amp • 275W • Monoblocks. pnce per parr 

COPLAND • ABSOL'OTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • fAX 0181 879 7962 • DEALERS 32 

amp CSA14 
amp CTA-301 

999 139 
1,250 

integrated • SOW • MM,3l,IT • 43,13,38cm • Hybrid tube/transistor 
preamp • MM,3l,IT • 43,13,38cm • Tube, soH start 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 
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PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

�� CTA-501 10420 _______]lower amp • 30W • 2l • 43 18 38cm • Tube has vol control 
amp Cf.TAh-4
'i:
Oci-l __ _,l.c;

4
-;,9S integrated • 30W • MM,3lll • 43.18 38cm • Tube push/pull ultra-linear 

amp CTA-504 1,750 power amp • SOW • 43.18.38cm • Switchable tetrode/triode 
COUNTERPOINT • MPI ELECTRONIC 'lJK LTD • TEL 01483 454993 • FAX 01483 454992 

am� Nat Progress 
am� NPS-400E 
am� NPM-E 
cdt DA-11.5£ 130 
dac AD20 
dac CSI8 

-dac 8869 
daC UA20 

-dac OA-IIE 144 
daC DA-IOE 144 

CREEK AUDIO LTD • TEL 0181 361 4133 • FAX 0181 361 4136 • DEALERS 40 

�mp 08M-8 
am!): 08M-9 

A42 

99 
110 

-4.,------ -"'pr""'eamp • MM • 10,6,llcm • Phono steiJiljJ ____________ 
_ preamp • MC • 10 6 llcm • Phono ste u 

250 

REC'D 

�p 
�p P42 
amp 4240 

210 
210 134 

p()VIer amp • SOW • 42 6 20cm • 150 w"' a"J!t t-s�in _m_o -no 
___

____________________________ _ 

---!�-= __ 1preamp • SOW • 4l,2T � hcl!lh_o_ 41,6 20cm • Plug-m modules available 
---------

integrated • 40W • 3L.IT • hdph • 42 6 20cm • Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs. this radical rethink is very much more successful via MM than CD. 
amp 4240SE 358 integrated • SOW • 3l,IT • hdph • rem • 42,6,20cm • Optional MM/MC 

DENON • BAYDEN LABORATORIES LTD • TEL 01753 888447 • FAX 01753 880109 • DEALERS 350 

amp PMA-250 Ill 160 121 inte rated • 30W • MM 3LIT • hd h • 44 • Prett J!jgl>_resolution for the price, occasionally /oases its grjp but is generally�g�gf!!gand eni2rable. REC'D 
amp PMA-350 11 230 13�grated • 50W • M�2T • hdph • 44 • Mods have bought the original PMA-350 out of its shell with a powerful up-front and com�g performance. REC'D 
amp PMA-480R -----z30 integrated • SOW • MM,3l,2T • hd h • rem 
amp PMA-450Sr-2SO 142 integrated • SOW • MM,3L 2T • hdph • 44,14d!!cm • A racey little number based on the original '450 that offers a similarlr fast. furious but undeniably entertaining,_,s" ou,n,d� . 

_
,R, EC"''D"--

� PMA-715 300 integrated • 60W • MM 3l2T • hdph • rem • 44 16 40cm 
-

amp AVC-IS30 480 mtegrated • A/V • IOW • MM,2l,2T • hdph • rem • 44.14,34cm 
cass DRM-540 160 146 single • Dolby B. C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,13,28cm 
cass DRW-580 200 twm • Dol by B C • HX Pro • 2 head • Music search, hi speed dub 
cass DRS-640 210 140 single • Dol by B. C • HX Pro • 2 h':-ea"'d"'•�44C':,1�1"!3'f 1c"'m"-"'· '!:'or""a-"we"'r'clo-a'dJ�.ng --cde-cc- k.-w-cit c-h -SJ�.m-pc-le'fa-c""" iiJ�.ti�es_ a_n _s -sm_ o_ o-cth�. -we'll�a-cdc-ju -stc-ed-c-so-u -ndc-. ---
cass DRW-160 -�2�

60��_---"tw""m • Dol by B, C • HX Pro • 2 head ;-• "'44"'1�3�2'!28c:!"m'--����� Ca5s DRM-140 210 136 smgle • Dolby B C • HX Pro • 3 head • 44,13,28cm • Breathed-on DRM-110 wilh good external /rea/ment offers good if somewhat detached sanies. 
cass ORS-810 310 121 single • Dolby B. C • HX Pro • 3 head • 44.13.32cm • Drawer loading deck. carefully desuigned ve/ lacking in subtelty on audition. 
cd DCD-315 150 bitstream • rem • 44 11 28cm 

B'BUY 

B'BUY 

cd DCD-815 200 137 -mullibit • electrical out • rem • Despite extensive revisions, this latest ptarer still sounds like a tr�ica/18-bit Denon, which is no bad thing,,! c--.-�--c-------'R""E"'C-"'Dc_ 
Cd DC0-625 200 141 mulhb1t • electrical out • rem •_11J_l,29cm • The replacemenl for Denon's DCD-615 is jus/ as generously equipped bu/ lacks /he sophisticated sound of its forebear 
cd DC0-825 240 mult1b1t • electrical out • rem • 41,11,28cm • UK design 

--

cd DCD-1015 300 141 multibit • electrical out • optical out • rem • 44.11,28cm • Alpha processor--

rec DRA-265R 200 FM M • • 40 presets • MM 2lll • rem • 44 12 3lcm 
_Lee DRA-365RD 250 FM M • 45W • 40 presets • MM,3lll • rem • 44,12 32cm • System remote 
rec DRA-56SRO 320 FM M • 55W • 40 pmets • MM 3l2T • rem • 44,12,32cm • RDS 
rec AV-1000 530 FM. M • A/V • IOW • 16 presets • MM.2l,2T • rem • 44.15.33cm •'""A"uccto"in::pc:cut"b"'al�ance 
tun TU-260L 110 93 FM.rfttl • 20 presets • 44_A24cm • Ba_!_e minimum of features. Careful design promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sounct, so don't overlook it. 
tun TU-380RD 200 FM.M • 40 presets • 44,8.24cm • RDS RadiotexVEON 
cart OLllO 70 48 moving coil • fixed stylus • Firmlr recommended as a fine all-round� this high output MC model is likelyJQJ!.erform well in nearly all circumstances. 
cart Oll60 90 43 moving co1l • fixed stylus • 6g • Allhough lisl�ust preferred the 110 its brother here proved a twin lab tes/s and is still 'thofiJI}gl]/1 compe/er1t'. 

REC'D 

B'BUY 

cart Dll03 100 103 moving coil • fixed stylus • 9g • Good �rformance in bass �ood 'life' is seriously let doV!!]_Qy�Ji"'s�sp�h� er� JC�al�s�Jyl "us�w� h�JC�h�ki�Jis�s�u � bt�le �s�e/�aif� . ______________ _ 
cart DL304 200 moving coil • fixed stylus • Elliptical stylus 

DNM • VIRTUAL REALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS • TEL 01277 227355 • FAX 01277 224103 

am� 3 Start 950 
am(! 3A Start 1 500 
amp PAl _1150 
amp 3B Twin E 3 050 
amQ 3B Primus E 3,630 
am(! PA2BE 4 250 
am(! 3B SiK E 4,180 
am(! PA2BS 5,250 
am� PA2BS-l 5,650 
cab DIG IS 18 
cab DIGS lOO 20 
cab DIG lOO 20 
cab Mll25UK 25 
cab Rainbow 84 109 
tt Rota 2 4,800 144 
arm Yota 700 144 
SU�[! DO MOWS 125 
supp DO MOPS 125 

DNM RESON • VIRTUAL REALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS • TEL 01277 227355 • FAX 01277 224103 

tt Rota 1 3.500 
cart Mica 150 
cart Aciore 199 
cart Reca 225 
cart Etile 299 
cart lexe 899 144 

DPA • TEL 01222 795621 • FAX 01222 794267 • DEALERS 17 

er ound. B'BUY 
REC'D 
REC'D 

REC'D 

�p DSP200S 495 124 preamp • 5l,IT • 21,30,8cm • rhe very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and trans�arent sound belies its modest power rating (tested with DPA-2005). REC'D 
integrated • 40W • MM 4lll · �40 28 8cm • DPA's firs/ integraled amp is__typif§!!J_rnnovalive bul a liff/e too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tas/es. amp 595 

amp 750 
20 
28 

140 
124 
108 
108 

power amp • SOW • 22,30,8cm • The very dramatic but exceptionally detailed and tran'"sp"'a"'re"'n7 t "'so"'u "'nd7b2 e'Ciie:"s0<i;'ts"'m" o':;de"=s7 t p'co:"w"-er"'r":a .,tin'=" g"'("=te -:: st""ed=w,"''th ccO"'S'"P"-2"'00"'S"I. -----,R"'E"'C '"'Dc-
Digital. opt1cal • plastic • Very similar to Bandridge AL560 with an equally naff sound. 
Digital, electrical • coaxial • stranded • 75ohms • copper • Can seem slightly im�assive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound. B'BUY 

215 109 
895 -::i"--'t:';';;;:=;:;: --*'�-'-""---

-j�eif t
u
"is1:c!r�a';'; �:'

k':'; ',c e�i0'!�'f: �T,;ic
.
':iai':O

solid core • silver/c�em
er

. 
•4��;��;c�e.c��� ��r�t:;d trans arent sound of the older 8S without the tremendous cfari of Cortex Black 16. 

635 
550 ���*-------�tra�n� s�o�rt�

·�re� m�·;40:=, �o� c�o� ck�s�to�D��� D�A� C�s---------------------------------------------------------------------------
b1tstream • 20 28 Bcm OPA DX16 DAC 

=':,---+.;:c-----'multibil • 20 28 8cm • Unique o"' PA';'Di':; X3;o;2� DA"'c"'-
_____ 

_ 19S 
2,995 133 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • 2�8cm • Higfljy_ advanced with adjustable dilhec Sadly the different seffiEgs only usher in different comJJIOmises. 
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PRODUCT 

dac PDM10924 

£ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

5,995 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • 40 30,8cm • Unigue DPA DXI28 DAC 

DUAL • RAM UK LTD • TEL 0161 973 0505 • FAX 0161 905 1965 • DEALERS 450 

200 
140 
!50 
170 
180 
200 
85 
130 
170 91 
200 103 
350 
500 

DYNAVECTOR • PEAR AUDIO LTD • TEL 01665 830862 

�p P100 
am LIDO 
am p HX1.2 
arm 507 
cart sox 
cart !OX 

1 495 
1 995 
3,995 
1.400 
159 
189 

reamp • MM MC • 44 6 22cm • Phono ste up 
ream • 3L 2T • 44 6 24cm 

power amp • 130W • 44.13,3/cm • High current capability 
fixed armtube • proprietary fit • Biaxial design 
moving coil • 2 mV • removable stylus • 4.Sg • High output. exchange scheme 
moving coil • 2 mV • fixed stvlus • 4.6g • High output exchange scheme 

REC'O 
REC'O 

cart 23RS 375 moving coil • 0.15 m V • fixed stylus • 5.3g • Jewel cantilever exchange 
cart 1702 450 91 moving coil • 0.15 mV • fixed stylus • 5.3g • Clear, detailed, neutr

'"-
al;-a

-
n

"'d
-
ge

-
n

-
er

-
a"'llx

�
i,--nl ;- or
_
m
_

a""ti
,..
ve

-
-

-
e

-
xc
-

e"'lle
-
n7 t.

-----------------------.R"'EC"''" D
---"''='-��---T.;;--T,---'m='o':':vi2ng� - c='o"iil-:•-i2C'm "ivF •. fixed stylus • 121..:J'm: clear, very detailed, no troubles with trackin ·res onse lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm. REC'O cart XX-1L 998 

cart XX-1 998 
84 
84 moving coil • 2 mV • fixed stylus • 12g • Good. but not immensely competitive at the price. and not helped br comparison with the low output version. 

ELECTROCOMPANIET • ESOTERIC AUDIO IMPORTS • TEL 01243 533030 • FAX 01243 533030 • DEALERS 12 

ECP-1 535 
ECP-1 SF 699 

� EC1-2 990 
am EC1-2Sf 1 095 

EC-4 Une 1 315 
� EC-3MM 1 485 

EC-4 SF Line 1 565 
EC-3MC 1 810 
EC-3MM SF 1 995 

� AW100DMB 2 030 
am EC-3MC SF 2 075 

EC1-1 2,100 
AW100DMB-Sf 2 175 
EC1-1 SF 2 350 
AW250DMB 3 620 
AW250DMB-SF 3 980 

amp AW180MB 4 200 
am p  AW180MB-Sf 4,430 
cab EC-K3 Mk 2 100 
spkr The Qube 1,265 

EXPOSURE ELECTRONICS • TEL 01273 423877 • FAX 01273 430619 

699 
799 
799 
849 142 

am 849 142 
am 1 400 
am 1 599 
am 2,199 

OAMMA ACOUSTICS • TEL 01753 526939 • FAX 01753 526939 

Aeon Si nature POA 
Gemini 699 140 

� Era Standard 999 
Rh hm 1 999 
Era 2,499 
Space Reference 3 999 

am Era Reference 3 999 
� Aeon 11 999 
am p  Era Signature 19,999 
spkr Epoch Five 799 
spkr Epoch Ref five 2,999 

OOLDRINO PRODUCTS LTD • TEL 01284 701101 • FAX 01284 750040 • DEALERS 100 

OOODMANS INDUSTRIES LTD • TEL 01705 673763 • FAX 01705 664333 

_,c'OaC'ss,__,o�el:l'ita,_;I�OO!!!W'-----.;:IO�Oc--'1"' 23;__ _ _,tw'",i!!-n ..:.• �D"ii'olb.! B • 2 head • 36 13 28cm • Com act and ultra-basic twin deck which is rou h and bass shy. with a less than stable tape at h. 
cass GSW650 130 twin • Dolby B • 2 head • 43.12.27cm • Both auto-reverse 

cd Delta 700 llO 128 multi bit • rem • A 16-bit alternative to the C06501/ that furnishes a colourful and animated sound. 
cd GCD360R 120 multibit • rem 
s kr Acttve 75 65 active • BOW 
spkr MIOO 80 ported • 2 driver • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 75W • 17 26 20cm • Bookshelf, close to wall 
s�kr HTIOO 100 2 driver • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 60W • 25 53 20cm -
spkr HT170 !50 2 driver • 92dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 25,70,22cm 
tun GST650 90 FM M L • 36 resets 
tun Delta 700 100 FM,M,L • 36 presets • 36.11.30cm 

ORADO • OOLDRINO PRODUCTS LTD • TEL 01284 701101 • FAX 01284 750040 • DEALERS 50 

cart 2TE+I 27 
cart ZCE+l 37 
cart Z3E+I 47 
cart ZFI+ 82 
cart Signature Junior 149 
cart Signature 8MZ 250 
cart Signature MCZ 375 
�nature TLl 650 
cart Signature XTZ 975 

ORUNDIO INTERNATIONAL LTD • TEL 01788 577155 • FAX 01788 562354 

�� V210 130 integrated • SOW • MM,SL,IT • hdph • rem • 36 !2,30cm • Pre-main split 
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am� Fine Arts Vl 150 
�p V310 170 
am Fine Arts V2 200 
am Fine Arts V3 250 
cass CCF210 150 
ea ss Fine Arts CCF2 170 
ea ss CCF310 190 
ea ss Fine Arts CCF3 200 146 
ea ss Fine Arts CF4 250 
cd CD210 120 
cd Fine Arts COl 140 
cd Fine Arts C02 190 128 
cd Fine Arts C03 240 
cd C03 240 
s kr MBX220 40 
spkr MBX310 80 
s kr BXl 160 
s kr BX2 230 
s kr BX311 350 
rec R210 150 
rec Fine Arts R2 250 
tun T210 120 
tun Fine Arts Tl 130 
tun T310 140 
tun Fine Arts T2 170 
tun Fine Arts T4 210 
tt m 180 

HARBETH ACOUSTICS LTD • TEL 01444 440955 • fAX 01444 440688 

_11!kr BBC LS3 5A 675 66 sealed • 82dB • 10 Ohms • 30W • 30 19 18cm • Still a classic miniature thou h not to eve taste and none the beffer for the recent update under our /istenin._g, co"'nd,it.,io o;ns!'-.
--.--�--.----== o

-
spkr HL-P3 699 118 sealed • 83dB • 8 Ohms • 45W • 31,19,18cm • Very limited loudness but impressive lull-range scale from uncoloured and vel)' well balanced but time-smeared subminiature REC' D 

-;s;';pl"kr'--;'B:;' B'i;C'::LS:;5';Cil:; 2A';-----fl\\;19(15'------'P'rted • 8ldB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 30 18 23cm • Free standing, biwire 
spkr HL Compact 7 1 295 parted • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 52,27,32cm • free- space, shielded, biwire 
spkr HL-5 1.495 parted • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 64.32 3lcm • Free standing. biwire 

HARMAN-KARDON • BARMAN AUDIO UK LTD • TEL 0181 207 5050 • fAX 0181 207 4572 • DEALERS 120 

129 T • 45 11 37cm • HK's first line-onlr amplifier exudes a relaxed but confident sound that is only troubled bl the most dense of recordings. 

--==--- ��'-----1�----.,.,--�
twc;

in
\:
·'c!O"''Colb! B C • HX Pro • 2 head • 45 13 35cm 

117 single • Oolby B C. S • HX Pro • 2 head • 45 13 35cm • 0flgmaf Oolbv S dek has improved over the rears and now sounds very acceptable. A strong, solid sounding deck- but expensiVe. 
twin • Oolb B C • HX Pro • 2 head • 45 13 35cm • Both trans arts record 
single • Oolby B C. S • HX Pro • 3 head • 45 13,35cm 
bitstream • rem • 45 10 33cm 
bitstream • electrical out • o tical out • rem • 45 10 33cm 

multi bit • electrical out • rem • 45 10 33cm 

REC'D 

124 multibit • electrical out • optical out • rem • 45,10,33cm • This flagship implimentation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic - a  genuine rock 'n roller! REC'D 
130 parted • 2 driver • 8JdB • 8 Ohms • SOW • �,30cm • Laid back to a fault but entertaining nevertheless. and a big box for the price. REC'D 

88dB • 8 Ohms • 75W • 21,38 80cm 
FM.M • A/V • SOW • 16 presets • MM 3L 3T,6V • rem • 45,13,35cm • Oolby Pro Logic 

142 FM,M • 24 presets • 45,8,33cm • Striking in appearance and with a soud to match, it comfortablr exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM, it's HK's best yet REC'D 
109 FM,M • 24 presets • 45.8.33cm • Good bass de/ail- and sllghllv enhanced dvnamics 

HEYBROOK Hl-fl LTD • TEL 01752 731313 • fAX 01753 733954 • DEALERS 75 

555 
649 
698 
829 
922 
66 109 
139 110 
199 90 
269 

Trio 373 118 
Heystak 499 141 
Quartet 575 122 
Sextet 1,129 102 

INfiNITY • GAMEPATH LTD • TEL 01908 317707 • fAX 01908 322704 • DEALERS 85 

spkr SM65 150 
spkrRefer
":-
en:-:c-:- e "1i

-
---+15flo:-

spkr Reference 11i 200 
_11!kr SM85 250 
spkr lnf IV Sat 300 
spkr SM105 350 
spkr lnf Micro 11 400 
spkr SM115 450 
�p�; ���l�O�Su�b�-;C'.'�*"� __ _ 

2Jlkr SM155 650 
2PM �p,�a�6�. l� i ---499�5��1�32� 

__ y���������� 2J!kr � a 7.li 1 195 
spkr ARS Epsilon 9 995 

IXOS • PATH DISTRIBUTION • TEL 0121 749 2240 • fAX 0121 748 3838 • DEALERS 700 

cab 603 2 Louds eaker cable • stranded • co er 

REC'D 
REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 
REC'D 

cab 601 3 LoudsQeaker cable • stran,'l!d� ed!--•:J!!Ofc,C c.: •'c!61..!c')!o!!!re�--- - ----------------------- - -- ----------
cab 604 5 loudspeaker cable • stranded • copper • Si-wire 
cab 602 5 Loudspeaker cable • stranded • OFC • 12 core 
cab 104 20 Interconnect • coaxia.,l-;,•:'s"l'tra'\n!!! de, dc_: ·:cO!!:F"'-C�·,t:2'C4:"'ka!!! ra� t:\'pl"'iu"s ____ ____________ _ 

cab 603.ull,_O __ --!o20 Lo_udspeaker cable • stranded • copper • Unterminated -------------------------
cab 105 25 Digital, electrical • 75ohms • copper • OFC screen 
cab 103 40 Interconnect· coaxial· stranded • OFC� ·�Do.,u!"bl,_e s�h,_,ie�ld,.,ed"""loc'!'k"'in�lu,.._s ____ _____________ _ 

cab 102 60 Interconnect • coaxial • stranded • OfC • Double shielded lockin lugs ----------------------------
Cab lOl 100 Interconnect • coaxial • stranded • silver plated OFC • Double shielded, locking plugs 
Stnd 903 50 Loudspeaker stand • single column • 60cm highcm 
Stnd 902 50 Loudspeaker stand • single column • 47cm hi hem 
Stnd 901 50 Loudspeaker stand • single column • 39cm highcm 
supp 800 35 Equipment support • single shelf • MinVmidi pedestal 
supp 701 40 Eauipment sup art • sin le module 
.JIIQil 711 60 E!l!!iQment support • 1 sheff • Toughened glass shelf 
supp 802 70 Equipment support • 2 sheff • Mini component 215mm s acin 
supp 803 90 _IQ.IIipment support • 3 sheff • Mini component 125mm sp,..ac"-' in.._ __________ _____________________ _ __ _ 

_111P 802P 100 Equipment support • 2 sheff • mini - with pedestaVCO store 
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supp 703 lOO I_qiJiQment Sl]Qport • 3-shelf 
supp 803P ��-110 _l_qujmnent suQ"'Q oS rt'-- ·-

-
'3<-s"C h"'; el'i-f ,---:::m= rn� r ----w-crt-.:

-
h �pec:;de= s" ta-,VC'"occs:oto"' re=-�������-

__!_UPP 804 ��-110 EqiJip_lllllnt support • 4 shelf • Mini comp_onent, 125mm spacing,_�������������-
�s>.!U!J<PP1L-!7�13fu--���+13�0�=====�----1E;!!g !!!uip"':m� e'".nt'-'s'"up!l!p!!!

ort !--'- • 'l-3 ->:'sh.elf • Toughened glass shelf 
supp B04P 140 EqiJipment suppo�hell • mini - wrth pedestal/GO store 
su 704 �- 1-40 E ui ment su ort 
supp __,7

;
'

C
O'
i

'-5 ����
1
'"
70

c
-- Egl!iQment support • 5 shelf 

supp 714 190 Equipment support • 4 shelf • Toughened glass shelves·-������������--�������������-
supp 715 230 Equrpment support • 5 shelf • Toughened glass shelves 

JADIS • ABSOL11TE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • FAX 0181 879 7962 

_1rt1]l DEfY-P60 3 774 
amp JPL _!llQ_ ��" -"'" ---�---1'S���-� • MM/MC,4L IT • 43 17 30cm • Tube 

_preamp�LJT • 43 17 30cm • Tube 
pream!!__• 4L)T amp JPP-200 4,778 

DEfY-7 amp 5)90 
amp JP-30MC _1lli_60 _1rt1]l JA-30 5160 60 

JP-S2 �7�900 

power amp • I OOW • 49 23 63cm • Tube 
Qreamp � MM/MC,4L,IT • French tubes. BeautiiJ!!fl build, nostalgic lJyJ!!!g and delightful sounding midrange transcend limitations at frequencr extremes (tested with JAJOJ. 

��!-���� ---
'

"--�- power amp • 30W • 21)t46cm • French tubes. Beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful mid transcend limitations at frequency extremes (tested with JPJOJ. 
preamp�IT amp 

_!!!!Q JA-BO 
amp JP-BOMC _1rt1]l JA-200 
amp JP-200MC 
amp JA 500 
cd JS-1 
cdt !COT 

9 912 
11,250 
15 SIB 
19,000 
21.900 
8.06B 
B,OOO 

ower am • 60W • 23 26 5Bcm • Tube lx monoblock 
preamp • MM/MC,4L,! T 
power amp • !60W • 26 23 58cm • Tube monoblock (four boxes) 

preamp • MM/MC,SL,!T 

JAMO UK LTD • TEL 01327 301300 • FAX 01327 300511 • DEALERS 300+ 

spkr 60 f)Orted • 2 driver • 91dB • 4 Ohms • 45W • 22 35 17cm 
-'J1kr 100 Qorted • 3 driver • 9IdB • SOW • 24 42 22cm 
-'J1kr 100 sealed • 2 driver • 90dB • B o"'h--'m--'s"'•SS� OW�•e;I-,

-
4"'20"'. 8"'Bc-cm

�
•"S'"" he"' lli-,.- w--:-al"" l m---- o,-u""nt

_
w __ i"'th-w-al"'l b,--r ������������������-

_s_pkr 100 2 dnver • 9ldB • 75W • 24 42 22cm 
s kr .4 lOO orted • 2 driver • BBdB • B Ohms • 55W • 20 32 23cm • Black ash - Maho an £20 extra 

REC'D 
REC'O"" 

-'J1kr ��-'1�10!---���--""o':Crte.o;d-·�2;-'d;" ri-" ve,_r _ •--'9*'0d'* B_• 8 Ohms • SOW • 15 22 BBcm • StereQ_passive sub'-����������-
s kr 120 orted • 2 driver • 90dB • B Ohms • SOW • 15 21 Bcm • Use with SW500 

��- -�� . .-;:;=o-�������������-
spkr Cornet 40.4 140 130 Qorted • 20 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 60W • 1Q.32)3cm • Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound. 
-'J1kr Studio IBO !50 ��POrted-;-3 driver • 92dB • BOW • 22 50 26cm 
spkr Artina !50 orted • 2 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • SOW • 29"25Jcm • Smalf,_!lat wa�aker'-�������������������-
spkr Sat 500 �-!50 Qorted • 2 driver;gifdB • 8 Ohms • SOW • 16 11 14cm • Satellites for SWSOO 
spkr 0!35 !50 2 driver • 94dB • 90W • 28 52 25cm 

spkr Converta !50 ported • 1 driver • 90dB • i:'g >c.oh"'m"' s"'•'-;5'" 0W"'·'9"2"
'

5," 14'�c=m
-
-::·'L" am=� =--'"lik"

'
e"ap:: p:cea:-:ra::n:cce:

-��������-
-'!1kr Cornet 60.4 ------rBO ported • 2 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • BOW • 23 42 21cm • Black ash- Mahog""l' £20 extra 
_s_pkr 0165 190 2 driver • 94dB • lOOW • 28 52 25cm 
-'J1kr SW160 S1stem 100 90dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 20 34 4Bcm"-,-• "Su"'b"' wo=o..,fer,-ad·ustable 
spkr Art 200 ported • 2 driver • B8dB • 8 Ohms • 60W • 35,40,9cm • Shape and size of shallow 20 i 
spkr Classic 4 230 ported • 2 driver • 90dB • 4 Ohms • lOOW • 20,47,25cm 
spkr 0265 300 Qorted • 3 driver • 95dB • !SOW • 44 68 32cm 
spkr Classic 6 300 ported • 2 driver • 90dB • 4 Ohms • IOOW • 10,B4,29cm • lnc spiked�c

f"'ee':'-
t
c:-:--:;--:-���

��
���� 

spkr BXIOOA 300 ported • 3 driver • 9!dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 32 55 28cm • Floor or stand mount 
i kr 307A 300 orted • 2 driver • BldB • 6 Ohms • IOW • cm • Stand mount 
s kr Cornet 90-4 330 sealed • 3 driver • 9IdB • 4 Ohms • 140W • 
spkr 407 350 ported • 2 driver • B8dB • 4 Ohms • SOW • • Stand mount 
s kr Gr� � orted • 2 driver • BBdB • 8 Ohms • 60W • 39 44 Bcm • Wall mount 
spkr Atmosphere 3BO _ported • 2 driver • B8dB • BOhms • 60W • 27,31,!6cm • Wall mount�doubles as lamp 
spkr Cornet 100-4 400 sealed • 3 driver • 9IdB • 4 Ohms • 200W • 32�95)7cm 
spkr Classic 8 -w ported • 3 driver • 90dB • 4 • !SOW • 23 90 29cm • lnc s rked feet 
s kr Silhouette 400 3 driver • 90dB • 5 Ohms • 25 122 11cm 
spkr 0365 400 3 driver • 96dB • 200W • 35cm 
spkr BXISJJA 400 ported • 3 driver· 91dB • 8 Ohms • 150W�6331cm�r mount 
_s_pkr SW500 System 430 ported • 2 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 140W • 41 38 53cm • Passive stereo subwoofer 
spkr BX200A 450 ported • 3 driver • 93dB • 8 Ohms • 250W • 1W,13cm • Floor mount 
spkr 447 500 13B ported • 2 driver • B8dB • 40hms • 100W •19 7L_29cm •JI!!y.J!!§ffilvstyled but build and soi!!J!!..9ypiiJy_1£edisappointingE1Jflll>rice.,_.���������� 
spkr 507A 100 ported • 3 driver • 90dB • 4 Ohms • !SOW • 22 91 37cm _ 
spkr 707A 900 132 ported • 3 driver • 90dB • 4 Ohms • 200W • :?!_104,39cm • Superb styl1ilg and cosmetics but indifferent build and engineerinf,J}IJ]Iily; decefl! balance apart from detached bass.�-
spkr Oriel 6.000 ported • 3 driver • BldB • 6 Ohms • 300W • 40,!18,30cm • Floor standing, coupled cavity 

JBL • BARMAN AUDIO UK LTD • TEL 0181 207 5050 • FAX 0181 207 4572 • DEALERS 150 
spkr Control One 115 90 
-'J1kr l90 1 300 143 
spkr T i 1000 1 500 118 

_j_(!kr T i 2000 1 000 
spkr T i 3000 1 499 

ported • 1 driver • BldB • 4 Ohms • !SOW • 24 !56 14cm • Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; highish J!!jg �artly justified by near-indestructible Pro build 
seale<!_:) driver • 91dB • 200W • 94,24,3Scm • Large horizontal bookshelf model has old JBL magic.Jull of bounce and brio, needs quality stand, can sound heavy 

""--- -¥!'=�
��

--"'f� --+e�
�

--'s"
'

ea"Cied • 2 driver • B9dB • 4 Ohms • !SOW • 20,30,13cm • Beautifully crafted bookshelf model. Performance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from PQ_rt. 

""--
-��! ---��¥����--''"""'Cie�d...:·�3C'

d!'!.!
riv.er • 89dB • 4 Ohms • 200W • 33,B2,30cm • Asymmetric double wall 

sealed • 3 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • 200W • 4U(J_5"35cm • Asymmetri<:, double wall 
spkr T i 5000 3,499 --"'""---�'*":c---���;S<-����s"'ea';' le";d--,•�3C'dS ri"ve"'r -. --'9'f!d'*B-·--;6�0;;'h""m"

-
s -.�300W • 4B.II4,38cm • Asymmetric, double wall 

JORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD • TEL 0181 985 1646 • FAX 0181 986 0112 
spkr JHFLG 420 flallQI!_QOttery_ colour 
spkr JH200 510 sealed • I driver • B6dB • 80hms • BOW • 19,33,17cm • Bookshelf or stand moun_ t __ 
spkr JH400 --a20 ros- sealed • I driver • 86dB _. 8 Ohms • BOW • 28,32,17cm • Piano finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mr_d· ��-__cs.., p .,kr---"JH"!4"'00,_Ml,-�---'!9�70'co-���-"'po, rt.,edc.: •"'l�d.,ri,ve,__r .:..!!' 86dB • B Ohms • BOW • B2 2B 21cm 
spkr JHI+I Aspect 1,730 I'Qrted • 2 driver· � • 8 Ohms • IOO';.W,-·="9"'2"'�40< 0,';-22:;: c::m

������ �������������������������� 

B'BUY 

REC'D 

-'J1kr JHI +I Aspect K 2 310 ported • 2 driver • 85dB • 8 Ohms • IOo
,
w7;-'-

-;90; 2'740�2;;o2;"-cm"'--����������������� �����-
��"'P'"'�;'---'�"�i'-':'-'c�"J�'>�"'P!""ci'-"M��·�;:"'i'--��---'s""��"'l�"'�..c:��c'�"-'�i�"'�"--; -=--: -"�5""'s�� : � ���� : \��� : �� 

40 22cm 
• Matt - aft trnrshes extra 

�������������� 

_!pkr Classic JH2KM 4,250 ported • 2 driver • B7dB • 8 Ohms • I50W • 47 cm • L_i& tweeter array 
_s,.p'!'kr'----!C�Ia,..ss,rc'-'J,; H5'!!K�---"4�B7!c5c---��---'s"" ea"'le"!d --' •� 1,_,d;"ri-"ve,_r _::_' -!!B�9dB • B Ohms • 250W • 47 40cm • Floor stand, line array 
_1pkr Classic JH5KM 5,860 ported • 2 driver • B9dB • 8 Ohms • 250W • 47, ,40c_rn_:__Lil)e_driver array 
spkr ClassicJHIOK 9 340 sealed •1 driver • 92dB • BOhms • 500W • 47,!56}0cm • Floor stan�rr'!)' __ 
spkr JHIOKM 10,495 sealed • 1 drrver • 92dB • B Ohms • 500W • 47,156,40cm • Line driver array 

JPW LOUDSPEAKERS LTD • TEL 01752 607000 • FAX 01752 607001 • DEALERS 200 
_s_pJ<L Minrm SGL SHD 50 
-'J1kr Satellite SGL SHO 50 
spkr Satellite 80 

ported • 2 driver • B7dB • 6 Ohms • lOW • 19 2B 20cm • Shielded srngle speaker 
""----:!"-�"'-"'"'--'"'"-�����--'p"" ort,.e,d..c·�1"d"' riv..,e,__ r .:__' -"BS'!'d�B_:_• B Ohms • IOW • 13,24,1lcm • Shielded, single speaker 

ported • 2 drrver • B5dB • B Ohms • lOW • 13 24,1lcm • Shielded, single speaker 
spkr Minim 80 81 ported • 2 driver • BldB • 6 Ohms • lOW • ill8,_20cii!..'.J'm< civilised but dtnamicallv limited, well suited to the smaller room and where limited loudness is acceptable. REC'D 

_spkr Minim Pair Solid B9 ported • 2 driver • BldB • 6 Ohms • lOW • 19 2B,20cm • Shielded 
spkr Sonata Vinvl 100 
s kr Sonata 120 71 
spkr Subwoofer 

ported • 2 driver • 81dB • 8 Ohms • IOW • 21ll,22cm --"'""---T""7'-'-'"'-'--�7.ec---.,.-�-'ported • 2 driver • 87d8 • 8 Ohms • 70W��cm�l/ balanced and integrateft offers fine sound if limited bass and drnamic rang�jus real tree wood. 
130 parted • I driver • 95dB • 8 Ohms • BOW_:_26 51 27cm �� �� 

B'BUY_ 

s kr PI Vin I ISO 102 
sfll<r: Pl 170 141 
--»� --¥. --'"' 'IL�� � f--- --f'! � � -"'<o'frte,;df-'•"'2�d'l'r¥ iv_..er" •:.__ :B9d8 • B Ohms • 70W • 26,44,2Scm • A lot of hig!!Jy_ competent loudsReaker for the Rrice with a safe sound that's unlikelr to disapRoint. B'BUl_ 

ported • 2 driver • 89d8 • B Ohms • lOW • 26,44025cm • Longstanding design is remarkable material value (real wood etc) and sounds pretty too - a touch agressive ma be. B'BUY 
spkr AP2 200 106 
spkr AP3 230 46 

parted • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • SOW • 26,44,25cm • Offers real wood veneer at a bargain price, performance is cleaner but broad/y___2!!!!1f!_arable to Pl Vinrl_overall. REC'L 
-iec:'c

-
.��� mc----i'in

--·ported • 2 driver • 88d8 • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 26,52,29cm • Prettr good stereo and well balanced overall it had its own character which is well suited to vin ul replar REC'O 
_s_pkr Ruby I 500 139 
_s_pkr Ruby 2 700 

_jl_Orted • 2 driver • 87dB • 6 Ohms • 120W • 31 19 21cm • ��but pricer luxury metal-cone miniature has ggor!, if slightly edgy balance. 

-'J1kr Ruby 3 I 000 'i"--- 7�:--���:,--���jp_Qijed • 2 driver • 8BdB • 6 Ohms • !SOW • 43"2z,25cm • Alloy cones 

��:� : � �;:�:; : ���� : � �:�: : ���� : ;:�::�:���:;�:�: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::==- ������������������������-s kr Rub 4 1,300 
s/sub AV2 300 sub & 5 sats • Bohms • BldB • 51,26,27cm • 
s/sub AVI 300 sub & 5 sats • Boh'TIL:__BSdB • 51,26,27cm • Satellites/Subwoofer 
s/sub AV4

�- 400 
s/sub AV3 400 21, � --'!!o :c-

-���
�'--

�����c':"'::�f�;-"�"'::'--: '--' �::�:: ����: i]l�l;��: �;;;:tu��;�;er 
Stnd WB 30 --"!!!!L ..lli L.���-"-'!..����-'S""'peaker supports • Wall brackets 
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Stnd MS2 45 ��er stand • 3 leg • 39,29�5cm • for Sonata 
Stnd MS3 55 Sgeaker stand • 3 leg • 37)0,6lcm • For Mrmm 
Stnd MS! 80 �eaker stand • 4-leg • n32,46cm • For AP2, AP3. Pl 
Stnd HS2 130 Speaker stand • For Ruby 2 • 26,29,45cm 
Stnd HSl 130 Speaker stand • For Ruby 1 • 23.25.58cm 

-
:s:".u':'p�A"'iddE-"'on'------;50 ____ E!l!li.P!!lent sugport • Add-on shelves (x2) 
supp 3 tier 80 Equipment support • 3 shelf rack 
supp 5 tier 100 Egurpment support • 5 shell rack 

JVC 1JK LTD • TEL 0181 450 3282 • FAX 0181 208 3038 • DEALERS 5000 
amll_ AX-V6BU 
amp AX-A472BK 
amp AX-A662BK 
ea ss TD-Wl06BK 
cass TD-218BK 
ea ss TD-W208BK 
ea ss TD-X372BK 
ea ss TD-318BK 
ea ss TD-W308BK 

230 
250 
330 
120 
170 
170 
170 
200 
200 

integrated • 9SW • MM,3L.2T • hdph • rem • 44,13.46cm 
142 inleg@led • 65W • MM,3L,2T • hdph • 44,15,36cm • A rather unpredictable performer that can imllally sound quallfe 1mpress1ve but often ends up soun{!_jjJ�cl]y_ and tirmg. 

integrated • 90W • MM/MC.3L.2T • hdph • 44.13.3lcm 
twin • Oolby B • 2 head • 44,13,24cm • Twin, one recordrng deck 
twin • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,13,33cm • ·compu' auto tajle calrbratron 
twin • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,13,33cm • Twrn, one recordrng deck 
singi L : Dolb _], C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,13,33cm ----;,"",i'n • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,14,34cm • 'Srlent' mechanrsm 
twin • auto reverse • DQiby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,l:l,33cm • Twrn, one recorclrrrg deck 

ea ss TO-V562BK 
ea ss TD-718BK 

220 
250 

123 sing�! • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 3 head • 44J3)3cm • Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly O�<i!&___ REC'O 
twin • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,14,34cm • Tape calrbration, stabrliser 

ea ss TO-W708BK 
ea ss TD-V662BK 
cd XL-Vl74BX 
cd XL-284 
cd XL-V274BK 
cd XL-Fll6 
cd XL-F216 
cd XL-Z674 
cd XL-M408BK 
cd XL-Zl050TN 
cd XL-MC lOO 
digr XM-OlBK 
hdph HA-22 
hdph HA-M3 
__llclgh HA-FIS 
hdph HA-X55 
hdph HA-0410 
hdph HA-X77 
hdph HA-F35 
hdph HA-C088 
hdph HA-0525 
hdph HA-F65 
hdph HA-0510 
hdph HA-0625 
hdph HA-0610 
hdph HA-0727 
hdph HA-0710 
__llclgh HA-0910 
hdph HA-01000 
hd h HA-F25 
spkr SPX220TBK 
spkr SPX550BK 
spkr SPX770BX 
spkr SPX990BK 
spkr SX-SW9 
spkr SX911WO 
spkr SXSOO 
rec RX-212XBK 
rec RX-308BK 
rec RX-416VBK 

250 
270 
140 
160 
160 
180 
200 
300 
300 
500 
800 
900 

twin • auto reverse • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,13,33cm • Twin record/play 
146 single • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 3 head • 44,13,33cm • Dual capstan B'BUY 

___ ! bit • rem • 44,10,28cm 
147 1 bit • rem • 44,11,28cm • Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player also boasts a refined if, occasionally unpredictable sound REC'O 
139 1 bit • rem • 44,10,28cm • ThiS appears to be a re-badgP!/_version ofJVC's XL-V264, retaming an over-heavy bass and generally gaudy sound .. ___ _ 

1 bit • rem • 44,13,40cm • S-disc carousel 
I bit • rem • 44.13.40cm • S-disc carousel 
I bit • rem • 44,1 1)8cm 

----1 bit • rem • 44,1132cm • Srx disc 
119 1 bit • electncal out • rem • 45) 1,34cm • Techmcally advanced and luxuoously equ1pped. thts player remams rather bland and unsatisfymg on aud1lion. 

I bit • rem • 36.37.38cm • 100 disc player 
MiniDisc • electrical m • optical in • electrical out • opt1cal out • bltstream • 18,5.13cm 

6 
6 

____ ..,rn!c:'-e'C'ar model • 38g • 32 Ohm 
___ sealed • 33g • 32 Ohm • 1.2m dual plug lead 

__ __ _.o,.,.pe'!'n"!'back • 6g • 16 Ohm • Mrnr 1.2m" 3.S/6.3mm plug 9 
12 
15 
16 
16 
18 
20 
20 
20 
25 

sealed • 4Sg • 32 Ohm • 2m dual plug lead 
----sealed • 90g • 32 Ohm • 2m, 3.S/6.3mm plug 

sealed • 40g • 32 Ohm • 2m dual plug lead 
open back • 6g • 32 Ohm • Minr 1.2m, 3.S/6.3mm plug 
open back • 38g • 32 Ohm 
sealed 
in-ear model • 32 Ohm • In-ear 
sealed • I lOg • 32 Ohm • 3m, 6.3/JSmjacks 
sealed 

25 
43 

:---------":":: .,::'C:-·-'-'120g • 32 Ohm • 3m 6.3/JSmjacks 

55 
65 
250 
699 
100 
130 
ISO 
230 
300 
660 
700 

sealed • 210g • 32 Ohm • 3m, 6.3/3.Smjacks 
121 sealed • 220g • 32 Ohm • Broadly acceptable If unexcJtmgdesJgn w1th low /eve/losses and some colourat10ns 

sealed • 340g • 32 Ohm • 5m, 6.3/3.5mjacks 
rn-ear model • 32 Ohm • In ear 

_parted • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • SOW • 24,66,24cm 
parted • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 60W • 24,66,24cm 

_parted • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 80W • 28,7S,2Scm 
parted • 3 driver • 9ldB • 8 Ohms • lOOW • 31,86.2/cm 
parted • 2 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • lOOW • Satellrte subwoofer system 
parted • 3 driver • 9ldB • 6 Ohms • !SOW • 38,63.3Scm 
parted • 2 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • 180W • 27.4S.28cm 

�---- �Fc!;M�M'i"'-L �· SOW • 40 presets • MM,3L,l T • rem • 44 13 34cm • 4ch surround 
FM,M.L • IOW • 40 presets • MM,3L,ll • rem • 44,13,34cm • 4 channel surround 
FM,M,L • A/V • SOW • 40 presets • MM,lL,3T • rem • 44,13,35cm • Oolby Pro Logrc 

200 
230 
270 

--:"'----.:;e:�'*I!---*>'*-----7.F M'i':M1*-L .:._• -'CA/V'{, • SOW • 40 resets • MM ll 3T • rem • 44 16 41cm • Oolby Pro Log'L_ 
FM,M,L • A/V • SOW • 40 presets • MM,lL,3T • rem • 44,13,34cm • Sch Oolby Pro Logrc 
FM,M,L • A/V • IOW • 40 presets • MM,lL,3T • rem • 44,16,4lcm • Oolby Pro Logrc 
FM.M.L • A/V • IOW • 40 presets • MM.ll.JT • rem • 44.16.40cm • Sch Oolby Pro Logrc 

rec RX-616RBK 3SO 
rec RX-S08VBK 3SO 
rec RX-816RBK 
rec RX-808VBK 
tun FX362BX 

S70 
S70 
130 129 FM.M l • 40 presets • 44.8 30cm • Disappomtmg all-round performance - watch out tor aef!al overload m strong signal areas. Tunmc knob unspeciaf 

KEf AUDIO LTD • TEL 01622 672261 • FAX 01622 672939 • DEALERS 240 
spkr Coda 7 
spkr Coda 8 
spkr 010 
spkr 70S 
spkr 030 
spkr OSO 
spkr 101/3 Black 
spkr LS3/Sa 
spkr 070 
spkr Model One 
spkr Model Two 
spkr 104/2 REC 
spkr Model Three 
spkr 107/2 REC 

129 145 parted • 2 driver • 91dB • 6 Ohms • lOW • 18)0,24cm • 2-way stand/shelf 
179 parted • 2 driver • 91dB • 6 Ohms • lOOW • 20,33,29cm • Black ash frnrsh 
229 parted • 2 dnver • 88dB • 6 Ohms • lOOW • 19,32,26cm • Unr 0. shrelded 
299,__��--'sealed • 2 driver • 87dB • 6 Ohms • lOOW • 17,25,12cm • Unr-0, shrelded, AV surround 
369 126 __ ported • 2 driver • 88dB • 6 Ohms • 12SW • 19,73,30cm • Frile focus from Um-Q dnver, but lacks drwe and time coherence; acoustically smaller than rt looks. 
529 !39 parted • 3 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • !SOW • 19,83,30cm • Compact twin-dnver floorstander wrth Um-Q treble and a rather mrdbass, heavy overall balance. 
569 parted • 2 dnver • 87dB • 6 Ohms • !SOW • 22,33,26cm • Uni 0. shrelded, bookshelf 
649 sealed • 2 dnver • 82dB • 11 Ohms • 30W • 19,30,16cm • Raymond Cooke Special Edrtron 
729 __ parted • 4 drrver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • 17SW • !9,10S,30cm • Uni-0. shielded, floor stand 
1,099 ___fQ\I])Ied cavrty • 3 driver • 89dB • 4 Ohms • !SOW • 23,86,30cm • Unr-0, floor stand, shrelded 
1.499 --'Qllpled cavrty • 4 dnver • 90dB • 4 Ohms • 200W • 23,101JQgn • Unr-0, floor stand, shielded 
1,799 60 coupled cavity • s driver • 92dB • 4 Ohms • 200W • 2M2,41cm • A reference point for dynamics, best without KUBE, suited to many rooms. Good sound, high SPLs. 

1,999 coupled cavrty • S dnver • 91dB • 4 Ohms • 300W • 27,114,34cm • Uni-0, floor stand shielded 
3.999 coupled cavity • 4 driver • 90dB • 4 Ohms • 300W • 33.116.4Scm • Raymond Cooke Special Edition 

REC'D 

R£C'D 

KENWOOD • TRIO-KENWOOD 1JK • TEL 01923 816444 • FAX 01923 819131 • DEALERS 1000 
amp KA-1060 
amp KA-2060R 
amp KA-3020SE 
amp KA-3060R 
amp KA-4060R 
amp KA-V3700 

140 
170 
200 
230 
280 
300 

rntegrated • 140W • MM,3L,2T • hdph • 44,13,2Scm • logrcal Flow· constructiOn 
rntegrated • 6SW • MM,3L,2T • hdph • rem • 44cm • System control 
rntegrated • SOW • MM,3L,2T • hdph • 44,14,3Scm • UK Special Edition 

142 integrated • 45W • MM,3L,2T • hdph • rem • 44,13,30cm • Classy engmeering for the mo� but sound IS over-dry, often frustratmgfy_ restramed and usually rather unsophts!Jcated. 
rntegrated • IOW • MM,JL.2T • hdph • rem • 44,14,3Scm • System control 
rntegrated • A/V • MM,4L.21 • hdph • rem • 44,14,30cm • Oolby Pro Logic 

--'"'"'-- -+'!i-��--**"---'1""29"-----"'n'Cte,g'-7rated • 95W �3l)T • hdph • rem • 44,15,40cm • A IS tenable but neither Qart!cu@[fy commumcative nor capt!Vating_am]lltlier that puts features ahead of sound. 
Integrated • AN • MM,lll.IT • hdph • rem • 44,13,30cm • Pro Logic, learning remote 

amp KA-S050R 3SO 
amp KA-V7700 600 
ea ss KX-W4070 
ea ss KX-3060 
ea ss KX-W6070 
ea ss KX-5060S 
ea ss KX-W8070S 
ea ss KX-7060S 
cd OP-2060 
cd OP-R4070 
cd OP-R4060 
cd OP-3060 
cd OP-MSS70 
cd OP-S060 
cd OP-7060 
cd OP-12070 
hdph KH-535 
hdph KH-757 
hdph KH-1000 
hdph KH-9S9 

HI-FT CHOICE 

170 
170 

__ twrn • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • Auto bras function __ _ 
139 �le • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,12,37cm • Based on the same DAC/filter as Marantz's� but with a more transparent, sober and higllly_jr!Jightfuf sound. B'BUY 

200 
235 

�----,= _ _Jtw""rn • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • Auto-bias function 
140 single • Dol by B, C, S • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,12,30cm • Well engineered single-capstan transport and Do/by S star in this refined and detailed sounding design. REC'O 

twrn • Oolby B. C, S • HX Pro • 2 head • Auto bras function, power load 280 
329 
160 
200 
200 
200 
2SO 
2SO 
380 
600 
IS 
20 
20 
2S 

146 single • HX Pro • 3 head • 44,13,30cm • Auto tape calibration REC'O 
147 I bit • rem • 44, 10,26cm • A player that bears absolutely no relatiOn to the DP-3060, desprte appearances. Sounds vague and thoroughly umnterestmg 

I bit • rem • S-drsc tray loading 
1 bit • rem • 44,12,38cm • F1ve d1sc carousel -

1
-
39-

-
1 bit • rem • 44.10,26cm • Based on the same filter/DAC as Marantz's C0-53, but with a more transparent, sober and highly insightful sound. B'BUY 
1 bit • rem • 6 + 1 d1sc changer 
1 bit • optrcal out • rem • 44,12)lcm • O.RJVE 

141 1 bit • optical out • rem • 44,12,3lcm • O.RHE RtC'D 
1 bit • rem • 44.19.38cm • 100 drsc autochanger 
m-ear model • 32 Ohm • 3Smm plug 

---in-ear model • 32 Ohm • JSmm plug 
_12_ 1 _ _ o_[)en back • JOg • 32 Ohm • First step up from a true m1m: a near mm1ature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 

rn-ear model • 32 Ohm • JSmm plug 
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�h KH-2020 40 
hd�h KH-5000 70 
s�kr LS-200G 200 
s�kr LS-300G 300 
2J!kr LS-500G 500 ll8 REC'D 
s kr LS-IOOG 1 200 
s�kr LS-IOOOG I 700 
a.sub SW-500 250 
a.sub SW-900 260 
roe KR-A4070 230 
roe KR-A4070 230 
roe KR-V5570 300 
roe KR-V6070 350 
roe KR-V/070 400 
rec KR-XIOOO 1 300 
tun KT-I060l 120 
tun KT-2060L 140 
tun KT-3050l 170 120 
tun KT-6050 300 
tt KD-492F lOO 

KRELL • ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • FAX 0181 879 7962 • DEALERS 17 

3 331 
3 690 141 REC'D 
4 190 141 REC'D 
5 843 
6 949 
7 987 
9 500 
18 804 
29 500 
5 000 
5 000 
9 950 
9 990 
4 999 
7 990 
8 490 
9 090 
3 198 
44 50 
14 900 

LFD • TEL 01255 422533 • FAX 01255 221370 • DEALERS 7 

rice. Provides a rather fierce and enerallv uncomfortable sound. 

LINN PRODUCTS • TEL 0141 644 5111. • FAX 0141 644 4262 

amp Majik-1 (line) 524 
amp LK100 549 
amp Majik-1 (Phonol 593 129 
amp Kairn Pro 998 
amp Kairn Preamp 1 398 
am Klout 1 895 
cd Mimik 798 
cd Karik 1 497 144 
dac Numerik I 075 144 
_!�kr Index 259 
s kr Tukan 398 
s kr Kelidh Passive 595 114 REC'D 
:::!i!kr Keilidh Aktiv 1 090 
s kr Kader 1 298 
s kr Kaber Passive 1 298 118 REC'D 
s�kr Kaber Aktiv 1,995 
s kr Keltik Aktiv 4400 
tun Kremlin 1 995 142 REC'D 
tt Basik 349 !DJ REC'D 
tt LP12 Basik 745 103 REC'D 
tt LP12 Valhalla 894 
tt LP12 Lin o 1 345 91 REC'D 
arm Akito 209 
arm Ekos 1,297 67 REC'D 
cart KS 54 67 REC'D 
cart K9 109 Col B'BUY 
cart K18�1 197 
cart Kl de 449 
cart Arkiv 998 

LIVING VOICE • DEFINITIVE AUDIO • TEL 01602 813562 

3 400 horn • 96d8 • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 36 48 115cm • Floor stand in 
7 249 horn • 104d8 • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 64 110 70cm • Floorstandin Ihree-wa 
16.400 138 horn • 108d8 • 8 Ohms • 100W • 64,!60,90cm • Formidable design with autstanding transparency, dynamics and speed. Its ideosyncrasies are compensated by sheer energy. REC'D 

LONDON • PRESENCE AUDIO • TEL 01444 461611 • FAX 01444 461510 • DEALERS 10 +DIRECT 

cart 199 67 
cart 239 
cart 259 
cart 299 
cart 339 84 
cart 399 
cart 999 

LOWTHER VOIGHT LTD • TEL 0181 300 9166 

...!�kr Fidelio 1 465 horn • 96d8 • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 29 100"'4"" 3c,m,__ ______ ______ _ 
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spkr Academy 
spkr Bel Canto 

1.805 horn • 98dB • 4 Ohms • !OOW • 19,!00,43cm • 16ohm option 
1,035 horn • 97dB • 8 Ohms • !OOW • 18 131 44cm • Including adjustable stand 

spkr Delphic 1,515 horn • 98dB • 4 Ohms • !OOW • 18,137,44cm • With adjustable stand, 16ohm o 

LUMLEY REFERENCE • REFERENCE INTERNATIONAL • TEL 01435 868004 

am PP70 315 
am PP40 315 

_!!!!P PP! 315 
am LVI 1 000 

ST40 1 150 
PVl 1 500 
ST70 1 950 
Ml10 3 100 
M500 11 000 
LM4 375 116 
LM5 499 
LM6 650 
LM3 895 106 
LM1 1 500 
LMl 8 500 

LUXMAN • BI-FI DIRECT • TEL 0171 827 9827 • FAX 0171 827 9009 • DEALERS 23 

amp A-311 100 

cass K-312 200 
cass K-373 400 
cd 0-322 200 
cd D-373 550 
cd 0500XS 4.500 
tun T-353 200 

146 

MAGNEPAN • AUDIONORD UK • TEL 01235 813058 

spkr SMG-C SE 990 
spkr MG-0.6 SE 1 370 
spkr MG-IO SE 1 650 
spkr MG-1.5 SE 1.780 
spkr MG-1.7 SE 2 650 
spkr MG-3.5 SE 3 800 
spkr MG-20 SE Passive tO 300 
spkr MG-20SE Active ll.OOO 

electrostatic • 2 driver • 908dB • 4 Ohms • 150W • 43,122.-cm • 2x Quasi-ribbon 
electrostatic • 2 driver • 85dB • 4 Ohms • 250W • 48 127 -cm • 2x quasi ribbon 
electrostatic • 2 driver • 85d8 • 4 Ohms • 250W • 26,173,-cm • 2x quasi-ribbon 
electrostatic • 2 driver • 85d8 • 4 Ohms • 250W • 48 163,-cm • 2x quasi-ribbon 
electrostatic • 2 driver • 87d8 • 4 Ohms • 250W • 56 180,-cm • 3x quasi-ribbon 
electrostatic • 2 driver • 85dB • 4 Ohms • 250W • 61 180 -cm • 3x planar. ribbon tweeter 
electrostatic • 2 driver • 87d8 • 4 Ohms • 250W • 74 201,-cm • 3x planer ribbon tweeter 
electrostatic • 2 driver • 74.101.-cm • Active MG-10SE Passive 

MAGNUM • BAILEY AUDIO LTD • TEL 01992 442425 • DEALERS 6 

amp 1Al20 249 integrated • SOW • MM,5L,2T • hdph 

aver-s irited sound of the 0-322 ensures it's a risk worth takin 

amp Quartet 329 121 
amp MF125 515 

integrated • 36W • MM,3L 2T • hdph • An integrated model that incorporates four monoblocks optimised for bi-winng but sound is sandr in the treble. 
oower amp • 140W • Monoblocks 

amp MF300 595 
amp Class A 599 116 
amp MASOO 1.295 
tun 0 nalab Flll 550 
tun 0 nalab FT101 825 72 
tun FTlOl Etude 1.250 

power amp • !BOW • Monoblocks 
integrated • SOW • MMJMC.3L.lT • Lashings of rich and compelling music, trading a hint of /ushntss for stark accuracr. An unexpected find. Phono optional. 

MANA ACOUSTICS • TEL 0181 868 2788 • FAX 0181 429 0118 

supp Mini Table 150 
supp Sound Table 235 
supp 2 Tier Amp stand 325 
supp Reference Table 350 
_!!�pp 3 Tier Amp Stand 450 
_!!�PP 4 Tier Amp Stand 500 

Equipment support • Glass shelf 
Equipment support 
Equipment supports • 2 shelves • Glass shelves. steel frames 
Equipment supoort 
Equipment supports • 3 shelves • Glass shelves, steel frames 
Equipment supports • 4 shelves • Glass shelves steel frames 

supp 5 Tier Amp Stand 600 140 E ui men! su arts • 5 shelves • Glass shelves steel frames 
Equipment supports • 6 shelves • Glass shelves. steel frames supp 6 Teir Amp Stand 700 

MARANTZ BI-FI UK LTD • TEL 01753 680868 • FAX 01753 680428 • DEALERS 2000+ 

amp PM-34 
_!!!!p PM-44 Mk llse 
amp PM-43 
amp MA-500 
amp PM-53 
amp PM-63 
amo PM-700AV 
amp AV-500 

_!!!!p SC-22 
am PH-22 
_!!!!p MA-21 
am MA-24 
ea ss S0-53 
ea ss S0-535 
ea ss S0-63 
ea ss CP-230 
ea ss SD-635 
ea ss OC-1010 
ea ss CP-430 
ed CD-53 
ed CC-45 
cd C0-63 
ed C0-1010 
cd CD-1020 
ed CD-72 Mk 11 
cd CD-10 
cd C0-16 
cd C0-15 
ed CD-13 
roe SR-73 
roe SR-82 
tun ST-55 
tun ST-72 

150 
200 
200 
250 
250 
300 
450 
699 
900 
1 000 
1 600 
1 400 
200 
150 
270 
400 
400 
450 
500 
200 
250 
250 
300 
334 
600 
1,100 
1 400 
3 000 
4.000 
599 
899 
!50 
300 

integrated • 40W • MM 3L 2T • hdph • 42,14,28cm • Source direct 
134 integrated • 40W • MM,3L 2T • hdph • 42 14 28cm • Two generations on from the PM-40SE Marantz's latest £200 con/ender provides a disappointingfrgrer view of the music. 

integrated • SSW • MM 3L 2! • hdph • 42,14,30cm • Twin speaker sockets 
power amp • 125W • 9 l5,45cm • 0-bus. monoblocks, bridgable 
integrated • 65W • MM,3L,2T • hdph • rem • 42,14,30cm • Remote control 

125 integrated • A/V • 45W • MM SL 21 • hdph • rem • 42 l6,34cm • Sounds just great through front and centre channels but surround sound is very weax. 
olb Pro Lo ic 

146 

139 

137 

Pro Lo ic 
Prolo ic multi-room 

MARK LEVINSON • PATH PREMIER • TEL 01494 441736 • FAX 01494 461209 

am 29 3 450 
am No 38 3 995 remote balanced 
am 27.5 5 399 

_!!!!p No 38S 6 495 
am 23.5 7 399 
amp 20.6 15 790 
dac No 36 3,995 

MARTIN-LOGAN • ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • FAX 0181 879 7962 • DEALERS 20 

s kr Statement POA h brid • 87dB • 23 140 !Ocm • ESVdynamic biwire 

REC'D 

REC'O 

REC'D 

REC'D 

B'BUY 

REC'O 
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Martin-Logan to Mission: : .. � ·. · , _ _ 
PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

spkr Aenus __1,1?6 
spkr Stylos 2,993 
spkr � ___]JJ]_ 
spkr CLS llz 4,333 
spkr QuestZ � 
spkr Monolith IIIP _mo 
spkr Monolith IIIX 9 354 

hybnd • 89d8 • 23,122,30cm • Two-way 
hybnd • 2xdB • 88 Ohms • 23,35,28cm • In wall 
hybnd • 89dB • 31,160 29cm • Dynamic bass/electrostaticjw 
electrost�86dB • 6V27,32cm • Full range panel 
hybnd • 90dB • 42 160 29cm_:j)ynamic bass/electrostatic, tw 

_!!ybrid • 89dB • 59,163,28cm • ESUdynamic two-w� 
hybrid • 89dB • 59,163,26cm • ESUdynamiC. actiVe crossover 

MCINTOSB • MPI ELECTRONIC VK LTD • TEL 01483 454993 • FAX 01483 454992 
1f11P MC7100 
amp C712 
amp C38 
am� C22 
amp MC7108 
amp MC7150 
amp MC/104 
amp MC150 
amp C39 
amp MC/300 
amp C40 
amp MC7106 
amp MC275 
amp MA6800 
amp MC300 
amp MC2600 
amp MCSOO 
amp MCIOOO 
cd MC0/008 
cd MCD/009 
rec MXI18 
rec MXI30 
tun MR/084 

_j)59 
1,479 
f..095 

____lML 
2.249 
2,295 
2)29 
2,855 
3,129 
3,195 
3,239 
3"425 
3 595 
3 735 

-�3�765 
5,395 
6 265 
11,215 
2,195 
2.635 
3,075 
4,285 
1,550 

power amp • IOOW • 45"9}4cm_ -jystem controller 
preamp • 6L, 21 • hdph • rem • 45,9,45cm • System controller 
preamp • MM, 5L,3T • hdph • rem • Mullt-roQI11Jlalanced out 

�� • 8L • hdph • rem • Retro style valve pre 
power amp • A/V • 40W • 45,16,5lcm • 8 chan"' n" ei"IS� -w-c a--.yl"8"' x4"'5 wa"ttsc---- ----��--
power amp • I SOW 
power amp • A/V • IOOW • 45,16,51cm • 4 channels 
power amp • I SOW • 45,14,45cm • Blue meters 
preamp • A/V • MM, IOL (6 Vidl • hdph • rem • 45,17,45cm • Two zone, THX compatable 

_power am� • 300W 
preamp • MM 6L 31 • hdph • 41)1,_45cm • Balanced in/out ___ power amp • A/V • IOOW • 45,16,51cm • SIX x IOOw THX� 
power amo • 75W • Classic valve am 
111tegrated • !SOW • hd�h • rem . ''i'4'f5 "18"S"Ic"m::-:-• "BI.-cue=-m=c e"teccrs=-----------

�ower 1'11� • 300W • 45 16 46cm • Bridgable to 600w,blue mtrs 
power am� • 600W 
ower am • 500W • 45 27 5lcm • Blue meters 

power amp • 45.27,5lcm • Pa1r !kW monoblocks, blue mtrs 
mult1b1t • electrical out • rem • 45,l'l45cm • Seven disc multiplayer 
bltstream • electrical out • rem • 45,14.38cm • VRDS CD player 
FM,M • A/V •_Rpresets • 5L • rem • 45,14,45cm • AV tuner control centre 
FM/M • A/V • 11 presets • 4L,6V • rem • 45,18.46cm • AV tuner controller, opt THX 
FM,M • 50 presets • 45,14,45cm • lntertace to Mclntosh remote c 

MERIDIAN AUDIO LTD • TEL 01480 434334 • FAX 01480 432948 • DEALERS 98 
amp 501 625 
amp 555 615 
amp 562 685 
amp 551 695 
am(! SOl V 785 
amp 562V 895 
amp 601 2.750 
cd 506 875 
cd 606 !)50 

145 
145 

140 

Jlreamp • MMAl,T • hdph • 33,9,34cm • MC option, system handset 
_j)Ower amp • 60W • 33,9,32cm • Stereo _ 

preamp • MM,8L,T,6D • 33,9,34cm • D1g1tal main out MC option 
integrate�SW • MM 4L.T • hdph • rem • n9J4cm • MC option 
preamp...:.M • MM 4L T • hdph • 33 9 34cm • As Si!!J!Ius vrdeo switchrng 
preamp • A/V • MM,8U6D • 33,9,34cm • As 562, plus video switching 
preamp • MM,4l.T • hdph • rem • DSP tone control. MC option -- -'C:"ie�tC'i�_,sigma • electrical out • optical out • 33..L9,34cm • Recently 1mg_roved sound _____ _ REC'D 

cd 508 1,475 140 delta sigma • electrical out • optical out • 33,9,34cm REC'D 
cdt 200 
cdt 500 
cdt 602 
dac 563 
digr COR 
spkr A500 
spkr OSP6000 
spkr DSP5000 
tun 504 
tun 604 

895 96 
1,095 133 
·�oo-'*" __ te"ra"n"s,�ort • electrical out • optical out • rem • 32,32,10cm • Broadly c()[1)jJarable and olfering.£.)ight fresh and very bubbtv sound that is natural, engaging ad untatigu,in,gc_. _.R.., EC,_'D._ 

transoort • electrical out • optical out • rem • 32.33 9cm • Used with its recommended 563 DAC the combination sound d1sappointmgfj_ thin brash and uncomfortable 
1,750 120 
750 127 
4,500 
695 
850 140 
2,995 140 
625 
1,350 120 

transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 32,33,10cm • With matching 606 DAC, Meridian's top player sounds distinctive and elegant. IREC'D 
delta sigma • 3 electrical out • optical out • 33,9,34cm • Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 really comes into its own with top-flight transports. IREC'O 
CO-R • electrical in • optical in • electncal out 
ported • 2 driver • 90dB • lOOW • 83,20,28cm • Shelf/stand, shielded 
133,28,43cm • Digital active DSP based 
225W • 90,2!,30cm • Digital active DSP floor stand 
FM • 30 presets • 3ill4cm • System handset 
FM • 30 presets • Unique digital converter makes most sense in Meridian system context: smooth, sweet sound with fine front end. 

REC'D 
REC'D 

REC'D 
MICBELL ENGINEERING • TEL 0181 953 0771 • DEALERS 8 

amp lso 
aml!_______8_[gQ_ 

amp lso HR 
amp Alecto Stereo 
amp Argo HR 
amp Alecto Mono 
tt Mycro 
tt Mycro/cart 
tt Gyrodek 
tt Gyrodek/cart 
tt ORBE 

412 
715 
879 
1.150 
1,339 
1,989 
397 
539 
765 55 
907 
1.950 

preamp • MM or MC • smallcm • Phono stage 
preamp • 3L,lT • n7,19cm • 1 pairs outputs 
p� • MM or MC • smallcm • Phono stage 
power amp • SOW • 31,20,36cm 
preamp • 3L,lT • 36,8,22cm • 2 pairs outputs 
power amp • IOOW • 31.20,36cm 
manual • 33/45rpm • 46,14,34cm 
manual • 33/45rpm • 46,14,34cm • Includes Rega RB300 cart 
manual • 33/45rpm • 53,19,41cm • Sweet and natiural sounding fJ/Eler. well matched with the Rega RB300. Aesthetics and the acreas of clear acrylic are very distinctive. 
manual • 33/45rpm • 53 19 41cm • Includes Rega RB300 cart 
manual • 33/45rpm • 55.29,71cm • lnc QC power supply 

REC'D 

MICBI • GAMEPATB LTD • TEL 01908 317707 • FAX 01908 322704 • DEAJ.ERS 18 
amp RHC-10 795 
amp RHB-05 995 
amp RH0-10 995 
amp RHA-10 995 
am RHB-10 1.650 
tun RHT-10 895 

R_reamp • SL • 47 .8.34cm • Passive 
power amp_o_JOOW • 4�m 
preamp • MM MC • 4Zc8"34cm • Phono equaliser 
preamp • 5L • rem • 47,8,34cm • Active 
ower am • 200W • 47,19,3/cm 

FM • 16 presets • 47.8.34cm • Remote control 
MICROMEGA DA LTD • TEL 0181 502 1416 • FAX 0181 502 1438 • DEALERS 104 

amp Tempo I 
amp Tempo 2 
amp Amp 
amp Tempo P 
cd Stage 1 
cd Stage 2 
cd Stage 3 
cd Trio 
cdt Drive 1 
cdt Dnve 2 
cdt !-Drive 
cdt Duo CDJ.I 
cdt Duo CD2.1 
dac Microdac 
dac Duo BS2 
dac DAC 
dac T/DAC 
dac DUo Pro 2 

700 
900 
1,250 
1,250 
550 
700 
900 
6,450 
700 
1,000 
1100 
1,500 
2.750 

integrated • SOW • 6L,l1 • hdph • 43,9 28cm • O[tionai�C 
integrated • 75W • 6L,l1 • hdph • 43,9,28cm • Optional MM/MC 
power amp • lOOW • 43,9,28cm 
preamp • IUT • hdph • 43.928cm • Optional MM/MC 
bitstream • electrical out • rem • 43,28,88cm • Up radable 
bitstream • electrical out • rem • 43,28,88cm • Upgradable 
bitstream�rical out • rem • 43,28J8cm • Upgradable 
bitstream • electrical out • rem • 34,48,31cm • AES/Toslink drgital output 
transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 43,28,88cm • Upgradable, AES/EBU out 
transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 43,28,88cm • Upgradable, AES/EBU out 
transport • electrical out • rem • 22 28 88cm • Tray loading,_AES/EBU out 
transport • electrical out • _Qplical out • rem • 34,9,3lcm • Top loading,_ AES/EBU out 
transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 34.9.3lcm • Top loading. AES/EBU out 

349 113 
650 101 

--�- -;,c c-- -;<biO' ts
';'
tr

"'
ea
'=
m'-•c-B 1cal out • o tical out • 22.5 15cm • Descflbed as a modest but entertaining perlormer. achieving its sweetest balance w1th Arcam's 0170.3 transport. 

b1tstream • • Has a tendencv to sound light, a1ry and 'fast' but it can also become a little hard or fatiguing with some d1g!l_& outf!!!lL______ 
700 
800 
1.500 

bitstream • 43 cm • AES/EJll!jrlput 
bitstream • 22 • Four rnQuts 
bitstream • 34.48.31cm • AES input 

MISSION ELECTRONICS • TEL 01480 451777 • DEAJ.ERS 259 
amp PSX-R 
amp Cyrus lit 
cab Stranded 
cd DAD I 
cd Disc/Dacmaster 
dac DAC5 
_1pkr 73S 
21Jkr 731 
spkr 73C 
spkr 732 
spkr 780SE 
spkr 733 
spkr 751 

300 
500 
20 
900 
1,900 
300 
100 
130 
ISO 
200 
270 
300 
300 

21,8 36cm • Outboard PSU __ 
140 integrated • SOW • MM,SL,IT • hdph • 22,8,36cm • The classic Gyrus If is given a new lease of lite with full remote control. Sounds convincing, masterful and muisical. I'BUY 
109 loudspeaker cable • stranded • copper • This Swedish made cable proved a real fit with our listeners -a slick performer and Best Buy upgrade. B'IBUY 
145 multibit • electrical out • rem • 22 8 36cm 

multibit • electrical out • rem • 22,8,36cm • Two box. inc Dacmaster DAC 
113 bitstream • 7,11,29cm • Another modest DAC, but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that's typical of the DACl breed. REC'ID 

ported • 2 driver • 89d8 • 8 Ohms • 50W • 15)hl5cm • Stand mount shelf w/brackets 
141 parted • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 75W • 31 17 20cm • Good'filoe'"o 7'km""��a""nd';'c"; le"'v"'ery""c"'o"'nc"=e" iveccd;oh :cig :zh ·�feccchc-:::m"in "ia"tuccre--::sccouc= nd"'s"bcces"tc-w"he �n dflven hard· could have more bfiO. 

parted • 2 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 75W • 16,20,43cm • TV top, shielded 
141 ported • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 41,2l,Jlcm • Affract1ce wesentatJon but a ralher dull and thick soundmg s(Jf§kef- and a lad pncey loo. ___ parted • 2 driver • 89d8 • 6 Ohms • 75W • 18)0,26cm • Stand moun!, boundary srting __ _ 
139 parted • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 84,21,31cm • Stylish 1/oorstander represents a to of speaker tor the mane� and sounds pretty good too. rsur 
125 parted • 2 driver • 89d8 • 6 Ohms • 75W • 19)2.27cm • Attractive luxury.JJ1miature has great somcpotential but our review samples have been marred by sample vaflaflons. 
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spkr 734 430 ported • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 125W • 84 21,33cm • Floor standing boundary 
_2pkr 752 500 138 ported • 2 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 125W • 20.84.26cm • Brilliant stlle, great engineerinulus a sound qualitv that can give the 753 a run for its money. 
spkr 735 600 ported • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 106,21,33cm • Floor stand bounda 
�s"'p i"kr�7�53�

---*' 7o� O
-
--,l-,- 14.-----ported • 2 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • 150W • 21.88,32cm • Georgeous prese"nt"' at7 ioLn-ab'"""d'"""p-,- ot'"'en ""tr""BI"fo,-r-:-o-:-pe "'n-:ctr:::-an:-: s-=-pa:-:re:-:n= cy:-. �"lo:-:oc-r s"'ta:-:n'"de:-:r-,-w"'rth"'"lccotc-s"'of"'d"'riv"'er"s "th c:a-:-t g"iv"e"lo"'tsc:o7 fl;::ou=d"'ness . 

tun Cyrus FM7 400 142 FM • 29 presets • 22 8.36cm • Remote control bus 
MONITOR AUDIO LTD • TEL 01223 242898 • FAX 01223 214§32 • DEALERS 4§ 

�� s��:� : � �;;�:;: :��: : : ���:: j��: i� ji i��� : stand shelf mount,_ ___________________ _ 

280 sealed • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 16 24 16cm • 

MORDAUNT..SBORT LTD • TEL 0170§ 407722 • FAX 01705 400099 • DEALERS 485 
__!Dkr CS-1 Dialogue 60 
_2pkr MS05 110 141 
s kr CS! Stereo 115 
spkr MS10 140 130 
spkr HT30 150 
�'i':--:w\\!'- ----ffi�--"'"---J D'!'o';'

rte
")
d'-'·:.., 8

�
8 '*d

1'-
B _:_•.,!-8;!:0 "-'hm"'-'-s .:,• �60

\(.!
W!;-'-• #19 1Ufcm • High tee babv has fine bass/mid integritv but the top end is less appealing, 

ported • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 25 43,29cm • Shielded PoSitec rotected 
spkr SW! 150 128 
spkr MS20 190 135 

subwoofer • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 24,58 26cm • Pretily finishe•'fd�an""d;"in="eccxp::en"" sc:i ec:p :::-as:-:sc:ive-=-s= u7bwcco:: oi"er"i"s o""n" lvc:re::a"'-llvccuc:: se'"fu ::;l-:-wccith "s:-: u"b--=m::::in::::ia "'tu =re speakers 

REC'O 

REC'D 

REC'D 

B'BUY 
spkr CS-1 Triple 200 --""T:--;;;c";",=c-- �c--- --"'"---- 'P"'O':':rte"1d'-•,8:"9:"d"=B -,-• _.,S

"'
O"= hm
�
s ,· c,75

'!C
W'cc-- · �22, J 7 ,22cm • Sober 'bookse/f' model uses hi-tee plastics to deliver a notablv good midband ch�f!!y- a fine all round compromise. 

ported • 2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 16 23 l3cm • Shielded, Positec protected ______ _ spkr MS30 270 ported • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 25,43,28cm • Alloy tweeter MCS woofer 
s kr HT 50 
spkr MS40 

275 
400 

orted • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 25 87 33cm • Positec integrated subwoofer 
ported • 90dB • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 23 82 28cm • Alloy tweete_r,MCS woofer __ _ 

s kr MS 50 530 138 
spkr Perlormance 860 1.450 
�7'-7'P--___ 

----;;=�
"'-"'"--�ort
�
eC'
d_•

,c
9
� 0d,B,_•_8e,O;-,:h'!;m;;'s_•-i

2
�
00

*0
W
�· "'"2,_,5 8,7-$3'-""3cm • Big value big box with fine engineeJi!!£ content and a brgJaid back sound lacks charisma. 

90dB • 6 Ohms • 225W • 86 26 35cm • Time-aligned. ResinRock enc 
MOTH MARKETING • TEL 01234 741152 • DEALERS 30 

amp 30 Pass ive 149 109 
amo 30 RIM 199 
amo 30 Series Power 239 

preamp • 4L,ll • 5.10.35cm • A modular svstem capable of cracking results. Passive preamp and power amp combination warrant a Best DJ!y (tested with 30 Stereo /60). 

·"---��� --c�----"'pr�ea,..m .... pcc•__.M...,MJM� !!;C'-'•'-i5"ol\!'0"!3'!' 5c,m'-'• Stand�.,h.,on.,oc;s,.,ta..,e'-----------------------------
power amp • 30W • 5,10 35cm 

am 
amp 
amp 

__!!!!P 
� 
am 
amp 
cab 

30 Active 
30 RIM 100VA 
30 Integrated 
30 Active 100VA 
30 Mono/40 
30 Stereo 60 
30 Mono/lOO 
Leyline Datalink 

249 
299 
320 
349 
459 
549 
879 
140 

ream • 4L lT • 5 10 35cm 
preamp • MM/MC • 5,10,35cm • Stand alone phono stage 
integrated • 30W • 8L T • 8 18 35cm 
preamp • 4L lT • 5,10,35cm 
power amp • 40W • 5 10 35cm • 2x monoblocks 

109 '----""'ow"'e'-'ra""mp • 60W • 5 15 35cm • Tested with 30 Passive - see comme"� n""tsc_ ___________________ __ _ 

108 
power amp • 100W • 5 15 35cm • 2x mono separate PSU 
Digital. electrical • coaxial • 75ohms • copper • A thin. coaxial version of Levline Black with a warther hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive. 

tt Alamo 175 
tt Turntable 199 
tt Kanoof Mk I cart 249 

manual • 33 45r m • Comes with RB250 cart 
--""---"'!-""��� ��-----'m"'a "'n'"ua.,_1 .,_•*33'!.L/�45rp_!!l_01ilil:Pli!!!!!_design 

manual • 33/45rpm • lnc Rega RB250 cart 
tt Kanoot Mk Ill cart 299 
arm cart 95 60 

manual • 33/45r m • RB300 cart 
fixed arm tube bud et arm? Refined sweet detailed and natural. 

B'BUY 

B'BUY 
arm M kill 146 ����---�� -----'f�ixe� d�a� rm"'t� ub�e-·�., �R�B�30�0�------------------------------------------

MUSICAL FIDELITY LTD • TEL 0181 900 2866 • FAX 0181 900 2983 • DEALERS 145 
am E10 299 
am Al Final Edition 399 "'-*'ic-==--'

-
-�-_,_144=-----!!:�'C'::·z;a�;�d: 4��

w. · M
MM.�N 1� �d:� G 2�,�0:3��mar:t����n:ilmi�e�n�d��� module.,_s ____________________ _ 

� E200 599 
� E100 599 

���-----*�c-1�
4� 5 _ _,p'"re.,a.,mp • 5L 2T • hdph • rem • 44,12,35cm • Optional phono{OAC m.QQules __ _ 

��;-----;('�--;1"'40�rated • 70W • MM� IT • hdph • rem • 44 12 35cm • Beautifully crafted with a vibrantly colourfu� almost dramatic sound that's uninterested in technical niceties. 

�""---*� ---��__,!,.4,_ 5 _ _,p"' ow.,e":- r.,amp • 100W • 44,12 35cm • Mono/stereo switch amp E300 699 
amp F22 999 --"'""---k!7'-------��---'P� • SL lT • rem • 49 12,33cm • Optional pi1QrJQ,Idigital b .. o,.a, rd, s _____ _ 

amp FX 1 099 power amp • 90W • 49,12,38cm • Ball/unbalanced in 
amp AlOOO 1 399 

� Fl5 1 899 
Fl8 3.999 

integrated • SOW • MM/MC 3l 1 T • 49 13 36cm • Separate PSU 
�+'!-----+�'----_jlower amp • 100W • 49,19,38cm • Sal/unbalanced in/h':E. yb"':rio-d 

�----

power amp • 220W • 49.19 67cm • Sal/unbalanced in/hybrid 
bitstream • electrical out • rem • 44 10 34cm 

amp 
cd E60 299 
cd E600 599 
cd FCO 1.499 
tun ESO 300 
tun E500 499 
tun FT 899 

NAD MARKETING LTD • TEL 0181 343 3240 • FAX 0181 346 4925 • DEALERS 380 
am� 302 189 
am� Mon�tor 1000 229 
am� 304 249 121 
am� Monitor 1000S 349 124 
am� 306 349 
am� Monitor 208 999 124 

----

ea ss 602 199 127 marKet. Unfotunatel engineering is minima/is! too. 
ea ss 614 270 
cd 501 189 139 
cd 502 239 119 
cd 517 400 
spkr 800 149 
s kr 802 249 
rec 701 279 
rec 705 349 
tt 5120 129 

NAIM AUDIO • TEL 01722 332266 • FAX 01722 412034 • DEALERS 70 
amp Flat-Cap 317 43 56 30cm • Power supply 
am NAP90 416 ower am • 30W • 43 56 30cm • Latest s le. Suits 92 

_,a
"
:'m�p'---fNpAC\;'9� 2 ___ �43!.15�---=P • 5 (L orD • 43,56 30cm • Latest s le. Suits 90/3 

amp Hi-Cap 649 21 76,30cm • Power supp_ly___ 
amp NAC72 670 preamp • 2MM!MC L 2! • 21 76 30cm • Ugradable with PSU MC 1/P 
amp NAP140 699 power amp • 45W • 21 76 30cm 
amp NAP180 987 power amp • 60W • 43 76 30cm 

_,a"m"' p�N�A� Pl� 3� 5 ---+1 '1'52�9;----->P<>C ow.,eo_r ..,amp • lOW • 43 76 30cm 

res si on 
even restrained musical outlook. 

_,a.,m,. p�N2A,_,P2""5*0cc-_�1"'52�9;-----"power amp__:_LOW�3,76"30c.,..mc_ ___ _ 
amp�p� er� -C�a�p ____ �l 9� 0� 9 ______ �4�3.�76�. 3�0� cm�·�Po�w� er�s� up�l ��oo.=------------- ------------------------------

� NAC82 1 997 preamp • 6 L or • rem • 43 76 30cm 
amp NAC52 5.006 preamp • 6 (see note) • rem • 43,76.30cm • Optional phono board 

--

REC'D 

B'BUY 

B'BU'L_ 

REC'D 

--
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PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

cab NAC05 44 109 
cd CD3 949 
cd COl 1 997 
cd CD5 3 642 
..J�kr S-NAXO 3-6 699 
s kr S-NAXO 2-4 699 
s kr IBLActive 776 

:::i�kr IBL Passive 895 94 
s kr SBL Active 1 692 
spkr SBL Passive 1,821 143 REC'O 
�kr DBLActive 6 991 
s kr DBL Passive 7 672 
tun NAT03 549 
tun NAT02 998 
tun NATO! 1 599 142 tuners in the world but we ha�e et to hear one. REC'O 
arm ARO 963 

NAKAMICHI • B&W LOUDSPEAKERS CUK SALES LTD) • TEL 01903 750750 • FAX 01903 750694 • DEALERS 70 

am� IA4s 200 
am IA2 600 
am lA! 750 
ea ss OR3 400 123 REC'O 
ea ss OR2 600 127 B'BUV 
ea ss OR! 850 117 REC'O 
cass Ora on 2.350 
cd MB4s 300 132 fen of d namics and detail but /inle stereo de th. REC'O 
cd MB3s 500 
cd MB2s 700 
cd MBls 900 
di r 10007 
hd h SP7 70 
tun STJs 350 
NVA • TEL 01763 272707 • FAX 01763 271694 • DEALERS 3 

am P-50 300 
AP-30CD 370 

am P-90 400 
� AP-30 440 

Control Tube CO 470 
A70 470 
A60 490 

am AP-50CO 520 
AP-50 590 
Power Tube 620 

am The Tube 620 
� Control Tube 670 
amp ABO 730 
�� TSS Pre) 1 000 

� TIS 1 300 
�� res 2 300 
� TOS 3 200 
am TSS Power 3 700 
amp TUS 5,800 
cd T.E.S. 2 000 
cd T.lS 3 200 
cd Il.S 3 300 
dac Dacon 320 

ONKYO UK • TEL 0181 343 2082 • FAX 0181 346 4925 • DEALERS 120 

200 
260 142 
350 
370 
250 
350 
350 
370 
430 146 
200 
240 
290 
350 141 
160 
190 142 
230 
260 
280 
420 

ORELLE HI-FI • TEL 0181 908 4126 • DEALERS 30 

amp SA-100 
cd C0-100 
cdt C010-T 
dac DA-188 
s kr Orator 11 

379 140 
500 
799 
399 
699 

ORTOFON UK LTD • TEL 01753 888949 • FAX 01753 889636 • DEALERS 200 

cart VMS2 10 141 moving magnet • 5 mV • removable stylus • 5.0g • Entry level elliptical arm 
cart OM-5E 16 
cart OMP-5E 17 

movin&_!!@_gnet • removable stylus 
-""� ��;o--- *-----'m"'o""'ving coil • 4 mV • removable stylus • 5.0 
cart OM Pro S 21 moving magnet • 5 mV • removable stylus • 5.0g • Budget disco cartridge 
cart OM10 Super 25 moving magnet • 4 mV • removable stylus • 5.0g • Elliptical stylus 
cart OM Night Club S 32 moving magnet • 6 mV • removable stylus • 5.0g • Spherical stvlus 

REC'O 

B'BUY 

REC'D 

cart 510/P 32 85 moving magnet • 3 mY • removable stylus • 5.0g • For the price, a good blend of virtues- weight, clarity and neutrality, B'BUV 
cart OM Night Club E 
cart Concord Pro S 
cart Concord NC S 
cart 520/P 
cart OM20 Super 
cart MC! Turbo 
cart Concord NC E 
cart OM30 Super 
cart MC10 Super 
cart 530/P 
cart MC3 Turbo 
cart MC15 Super 11 

37 
40 
55 
55 
60 
60 
60 
80 
85 
85 
110 
110 

67 

48 

103 
103 

moving magnet • 6 mV • removable stylus • 5.0g • Elliptical stylus 

moving coil • 3.3 mY • fixed s!Yius • 4.1g • Not terribly subtle, but obviously doesn't aim to be. The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy- take it as it comes. REC'D 
moving coil • 0.35 mY • fixed stylus • 1.0g..:A_good all-rounder. with outstanding_performance in detail retrieve/, even if it can be very..J!jgllfli'Mght and c/os up. B'BUY 

cart 540/P 110 
cart MC25E 160 139 
-'C'�-+.1*?;�-- -ffif---"""'" _ _,m:'o""!ving. .!!@gnet • 3 mV • removable s Ius • 5.0 

moving coil • 0.5 mV • fixed stylus • 10.5g • High output elliplical stylus 
cart MC25fl 210 139 
cart MClO Supreme 250 

moving coil • 0.5 mV • f�ed stvlus • 10.5g�gh_Qi)J .,pu7t..;,f;cine,_l,i n, e_,s,ty_,_lus,_ ________________________ _ 

--"' "'-- -""'-"'-""""'""-�'-----'m"' o,.,vi�n1g.,c,oi,_l c:..' -"'0.,_ 5-"m"-V-'•-'fi.,xe"'- d-'-sty"'l"'us'-•'-"10"-'.7-"g • High,_o,u"'t "-ut'-'M"'C'---------------------------------------
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PROOUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

cart MC20 5u�reme 350 
cart MC30 5u�reme 450 
cart MC200011 650 
cart MC300011 950 84 
cart MC5000 1 500 91 
cart MC7500 2.000 

PHILIPS • TEL 0181 689 2166 • DEALERS 5000+ 
FA930 200 
C0710 120 
C0740 130 139 
C0720 130 
COC745 199 
C0750 199 137 
DCC300 179 
DCC600 199 123 
DCC951 300 
Le end F8720 200 122 
055930 1 300 
FR940 450 

tun FT930 160 

PINK TRIANGLE PROJECTS • TEL 0171 703 5498 • DEALERS 47 
cdt 795 144 

837 136 
1,536 144 
1.590 144 
896 142 
948 91 
1 797 91 
2,173 

PIONEER HIGH fiDELITY I GBI LTD • TEL 01753 789564 • FAX 01753 789536 • DEALERS 500 
_!1!1]1 A-103 130 
_!1!1]1 A-203 ISO 

_!1!1]1 A-303R 200 134 

_!1!1]1 A-300X 230 116 
am A-400 280 92 

_!1!1]1 A-400X 300 138 

_!1!1]1 A-503R 300 138 
am A-602 350 
_!1!1]1 V5A-7015 500 
am V5A-08025 600 125 
ea ss CT-5330 170 
ea ss CT-W503R 200 
ea ss CT-S430S 200 136 
ea ss CT-W603R5 230 
ea ss CT-W803RS 300 
cass CT-S630S 300 140 
ea ss CT-M601R 380 
ea ss CT-S830S 500 146 
ea ss CT-95 1.000 
cd P0-77 100 
cd P0-103 140 
cd P0-203 160 
cd P0-5503 200 139 
cd PO-M603 250 
cd PD-S103 300 137 
cd PO-M703 300 
cd PO-OM802 450 
cd PD-5901 499 
cd PD-TM3 500 
cd PD-FIOO 600 
cd P0-95 2.500 
.J!jgr 0-05 800 
di r 0-07 1.150 
hd h SE-5 16 
hd h SE-15 20 
hd�h SE-32 23 
.J!l!�h SE-52 25 
hd�h SE-15V 30 
..l!!!�h SE-3300 35 
hd�h SE-4000 37 133 
hd�h 5E-5000 48 
hd h 5E-7000 60 
s kr C5-3030 120 
s kr CS-5030 170 
s kr C5-7030 230 
2�kr S-4UK 250 139 
s kr S-60 270 
s�kr C5-9030 280 
2�kr S-80 370 
s kr 600 
s kr 950 

200 
250 
400 
130 
180 
250 
120 
ISO 

POLK AUDIO • TEL 01727 827311 • FAX 01727 827284 • DEALERS 104 
2�kr RT3 
spkr M311 

-s�kr RTS 
s�kr RT7 
s kr MS 

J�kr RT8 
s kr RTIO 
spkr LS f/x Surround 
s�kr RTI2 
s�kr RT16 
s�kr RT16 

2�kr LS50 
s kr LS70 
s kr L590 
sub M Solution 

s/sub RM7000 

HI-PI CHOICE 

190 
220 
250 
300 
300 
380 
440 
449 
580 
680 
680 
BOO 138 
I 200 132 
1.700 
999 
999 

rted • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 19 
orted • 2 driver • 89d8 • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 17 

REC'D 

B'BUY 

B'BUY 

REC'D 
REC'D_ 

REC'D 

B'BUY 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 
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PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

a.sub PSWIOO 499 1-box sterep • 65 W • 28.50,36cm 

PRChiECT • ORTOFON 11K LTD • TIL 01753 888949 • FAX 01753 889636 • DEALERS 70 

amp Model) 
" 0.5 
tl POA 
tl I (E) 
" 2 
tt 2/0rtofon 
tt 6 
tl 6/0rtofon 
tl S/Sumiko 

259 142 
145 
185 
209 
249 
275 
379 
435 
699 I38 

integrated • 40W • MM.3L,2T • A mmJmaflst amplrfier bnmmmg with good mtent but too qwky for 1ts performance to be reliably predicted. Either MM or MC. 
semi arm trn • 33/45r m • 42, IL 3cm • Wrth Ortofon OM5 cartrid_ge 
manual • 33/45rpm • 42, 11, 3cm • Wrth Ortofon 510 cartnc!ge 
semr arm trn • 33,45rpm • 42,11,32cm • Semr-auto versron of i'L2:Ject 
manual • 33/45rpm • 46, 12, 3cm • Metal/glass platter, clamp 
manual • 33/45rpm • 46, 12, 3cm • With Ortofon MC! cartridge 
manual • :J:JL45_11l[ll • 46, 17, 3cm • Suspended turntable 
manual • 33/45rpm • 46, 17. 3cm • As above, with Ortofon MC15 
manual • 33/45rpm • 46,17,3cm • With Sumiko cart 

PROAC • DNA MARKETING • TEL 01403 753180 • FAX 01403 753181 • DEALERS 19 

spkr Tablet 3 479 
spkr Studio 100 699 
spkr Tablette 3 Sig 779 
spkr Rm_onse One S 999 
spkr Response Two 1,634 
spkr Studio 200 1.850 

2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 17,28,23cm • Stand mount 
2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • I50W • 20,40,25cm • Stand mount 
2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 16,28,23cm • Stand mount 
3 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 18,30,23cm 
2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 150W • 23,45,28cm 
3 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 250W • 23.115.28cm • Floor standing 

PROFESSIONAL MONITOR CO • TIL 01923 249119 • FAX 01923 249219 • DEALERS 12 + DIRECT 

REC'D 

.Jllkr TB! 
spkr lB! 

481 oorted • 2 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 20 40 25cm • Shrelded vers,.ro"'n"'av"'a"'rta..,bl,._e_�
---

----cc----�
--

...-o-998 110 parted • 2 driver • 89dB •_4 Ohms • 300W • 18,53,25cm • Delightful smoothne ss and transparenct though bass and treble are both limited. REC'D 

--7L,;59"'8---71 �14c---- -
'
ported • 2 driver • 89dB • 6 Ohms • 400W • 26.79,43cm • Bulky stand-mount transmtssion /me has lovely_ panel-like transparenc� slig/11/y shut-in balance" and need� btg,_croo""'m c_. ___ _ � 

spkr MBIP 
spkr BB5P 

4,681 parted • 2 drrver • 9ldB • 8 Ohms • 500W • 38.J!L53cm • Transmrssron'-'l'*rne,_ ______________________________ _ 
6.754 parted • 2 dnver • 9IdB • 4 Ohms • 600W • 43,104.79cm • Transmrssion hne 

QED AUDIO PRODUCTS LTD • TEL 01276 451166 • FAX 01276 452211 • DEALERS 150+ 

amp Vector One 199 preamp • 4L,IT 
am Vector Reference 299 ream • 4U T 
cab 42 Strand I Loudspeaker cable • stranded • med • low • copper • PVC outer, frgure-ofs-8'c:::

=
--- ---

CabflT 2 loudspeaker cable • stranded • med • low • copper • Flat construction, poly outer ___________ _ 

cab 79 Strand 2 _ loudspeaker cable • stranded • low • low • copper • PVC outer, fig-of-8 
cab Qudos 2 _1_ 45 __ louds�er cable • stranded • low • low • Of�er • Polyethylene cover B'BUY 
cab Rl-4 3 Loudspeaker cable • stranded • med • low • _gmper • 4-co� round construction 
�ex 19 !08 Digital, electrical • coaxial • stranded • copper • A top perforance, tow-toss 75ohm coax with a very open almost liquid q@!!!y_ that allows its music to ease naturally across. B'BUY 
cab P2 Gold 22 Interconnect • Symmetrrcal • stranded • OFHC copper 
cab !neon PI Gold 23 Interconnect • Symmetrrcal • stranded • OFHC.,_,..co"""e.,_ r _________________________ _ 
cab Optiflex 25 Digital, optical • plastrc fibre 
cab !neon P2 Seold 25 Interconnect • coaxral • stranded • OFHC copper 
cab I neon PI Seold 26 Interconnect • Symmetrical • coaxral • stranded • OFHC cop_pgr 
cab Qudos Terminated 33 Loudspeaker cable • stranded • low • low • OFHC �__pgr_· Varrous lengths, termrnated 
cab Bi-wire 79 strand 35 109 Loudspeaker cable • stranded • copper • Remmtscent of curiam track, thts bt-wtre versiOn of 79-strand IS unfortunately saddled with a 'loud. hard and untidy' balance. 
dac Positron 89 Upgrade PSU for Orgit 
dac Digit Plus 139 113 bitstream • electrical out • Bearing in mind its expensive but v� forgiving performance. the Digit is almost embarrasingfy cheap. B'BUY 
dac Digit Reference 299 136 bitstream • No great advance on the basic QED dDigit yet its enthusiastiC sound is more than compeitive at the price. REC'D 

QUAD ELECTROACOUSTICS LTD • TEL 01480 52561 • FAX 01480 413403 • DEALERS 130 

350 power amp • 50W • 33)_2lcm • Stereo_power am_p ..1!!)P....]QL 
amp 34 
am 77 
amp 606 
amp 66 

398 44 
59S 139 

f:�a��
e
� ��Q�'� ;Ci·����c� 

J
�

c
�"� b���t:�dr:��t�'fJ.;;amp1 w1th good flltermg and above average tone controls. but was found lac!sf!!g in sound qualitr_(viz: d�namics), ____ _ 

cd CD67 
spkr ESl-63 
tun FM4 
tun FM66 

690 124 
863 124 
825 124 
2,860 60 
434 50 
532 142 

power amp • 140W • 33,14,24cm • Ampltfter wlfh ctasstc lineage but compromiSed by an equally dated, soff and undynamlc sound (tested with 66). 
preamp • MM,4L.2T • rem • 33,8,26cm • Amplifier w1th claSSIC lineage but comprom1sed bran equally dated, soft and undynam1c sound (tested with 606). 
delta sigma • electrical out • rem • 33,8,26cm • Deceptively sleek in appearance but with a powerful, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206. 
electrostatic • 86dB • 8 Ohms • lOOW • 66,93,27cm • This classic electrostatic mar not be punchy in the bass, but has strengths some can't live without. 
FM • 7 presets • 31,1 ,2lcm • Fine sound� excellent ease of use, good build and finish and a_ more than satisfactoJY technical performance. 
FM • 19 presets • 33,8,26cm • Very pretr and compact but techmcally unadventurous. Sound is smooth. but only makes sense m Quad system context. 

REGA RESEARCH LTD • TEL 01702 333071 • FAX 01702 432427 • DEALERS 54 

229 
398 116 
730 

8'BUY 
REC'D 
REC'D 

198 114 spkr Kyte ported • 2 driver • 87dBdB • 8 Ohms • 50W • 19,31,19cm • Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative, if a bit bright and short of grunt. B'BUY 
298 122 
498 139 
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72 20cm �/e drivers in compact 1/oorstander gives more bass but a shade less coherence· good for small rooms ad budget systems. REC'O 

spl<l:___f!,A Mk 11 ported • 2 driver • 8 Ohms • 30,80,20cm • floor stand B'BUY 
1,040 132 spkr XEl ported • 2 driver • 89dBdB • 6 Ohms • 40W • 20,82,30cm • Looks good, measures and sounds great.- balance bright but even, with delightful bass/mid coherence and timing B'BUY 
198 tl Planar 78 manual • 78rp_f11_ • 45,1V7cm • As Rega Planar 2, 78 only_ -

-;tt';----'>p"=ta e"na"=r�2;c-
-

��----...,-------=manual • 33/llipm • 45 13 37cm • A remarkabltproduct at the pric� surprisingly articulate ad confident. B'BUY 198 48 
260 48 tt Planar 3 manual • 33/45rpm • 45,13,3/cm • A long time leader in its category, the '3 (with excellent RB300 arm) sounded nicety musical in a balanced and coherent manner. B'BUY 
95 arm RB250 frxed armtube • 23/mm • Scaled down RB300 
139 60 arm RB300 fixed armtube • 237mm • Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high end turntables. B'BUY 
34 67 cart Bias mov1ng magnet • removable stylus • 4.lg • Otfftcult to mount m some arms due to tls shallow butld, the B1as offers a gent�refined sound. 
34 cart RB78 movrng magnet • 4.0g • for 78rpm records 
52 cart SuQer Bias movmg magnet • 4.1g 
74 67 cart Elys moving magnet • removable stylus • 4.7g • Clearly superior to the Bias. despite their common heritage, the Efys is both more detailed, accurate and musically convincing. REC'D 

REBDEKO • VIRTUAL REALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS • TEL 01277 227355 • FAX 01277 224103 

spkr RKI15 
spkr RK12S 
spkr RKI45 
spkr RKI75 

1,5SO ported • 104dB • 8 Ohms • 34,42,28cm 
2,7SO _j)Orted • 102dB • 8 Ohms • 34,61,28cm 

-� 4, �25'* 0 ___ �pe-sorted • 102dB • 8 Ohms • 39,66.29cm 
7.750 ported • 106dB • 8 Ohms • 50,96 37cm 

ROGERS • SWISSTONI ELICTRONICS LTD • TIL 0181 640 2172 • DEALERS 100+ 

spkr lS! 199 143 ported • 2 driver • 6 Ohms • 85W • 20,20,30cm • Stand required REC'D 
spkr lS2a/2 250 106 ported • 2 driver • 86dB • 8 Ohms • !OOW • 23,36,2lcm • Balance warm and rich, but 2a/2 has a delightful mid to treble coherence, and more we/lie than Mk /. B'BUY 
spkr LS4a/2 330 110 ported • 2 drrver • 88d8 • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 25,65,45cm • Ctvtltsed but a fad lazy, thiS large bookshelf model hasnl_gwte the timmg or agilt/y to be �articulariUflgrossing,__ 

� s
:"
p

l"
kr
'---->

A
'¥
8

�
1 "=Su"b"' w,oo,.fe,_r ---'l:49<l9c- --;1::;4

g.-
3 __ 1DQ.rted • I driver • 8 Ohms • 50W • 57,19,16cm • Designed for LS3/5a ____ REC'O 

spkr Studio 3 499 118 ported • 2 driver • 85dB • 8 Ohms • 45W • !9,30,16cm • Pricey LS3/5A derived sub miniature is excitingly coherent if a bit lightweight_ no rea/ loudness capabilities. REC'D 
spkr P20 599 ported • 2 drrver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 26,42,30cm • Stand mount 
spkr lS3/5A 699 143 sealed • 2 driver • 83dB • 11 Ohms • 30W • 31,19,16cm • Clever ABl stand/su�s the classic 3!5A monitor give its best shot. Loudness is limited but balance lore/� REC'D 
�dro 5 -�6�99�_lc;3,_8 _ __jp,.,orted • 2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 2S,25,48cm • Luxury fimsh bookshelf siZe model has genume momtonng capabtlittes but can sound a liffle thin and unromantic. 
spkr P22 832 ported • 2 driver • 88d8 • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 2�85)0cm • Floor stand, sloping baffle 
spkr Studio 7 899 122 _ported • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 30,63,3Dcm • Latest variatio on classic BBC-monitor theme looks old fashioned but has beautifullf roiced, laid back sound. REC'D 
spkr P24a 1,268 ported • 3 driver • 86dB • 4 Ohms • 2SOW • 25 104,35cm • Internal bass, floor standmg 
spkr lSS/9 l .531 ported • 2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 28.46,27cm • BBC monrtor 

ROKSAN LTD • TIL 01895 436384 • FAX 01895 436385 • DEALERS 35 

amp ROK-L2.5 
am� ROK-Sl.5 
amp ROK-Ll.5 
amp ROK-Ml.S 
cd An-DP2P Mkll 
cdt ATT-DP2 Mkll 
dac ATT-DA2 

995 
1,49S 
2,250 
4,SOO 
1,49S 
1.295 
549 

preamp • 4L.l T • 43,8,33cm • Revrsed 
power amp • 7DW 
preamp • 4L,lT • 43,8,33cm 
power amp •160W • 48,11.34 • Parr monoblocks 
delta s1gma • electncal out • rem • 46,12,35cm • Player. four level ISOlation 
transport • electrrcal out • rem • 46.12.35cm • AT&T optrcal, AES/EBU optronal 
delta sigma • 22.10.33cm • OAC 4 rnputs, optronal AT&T 

�pkr Ojan 3 Black 795 132 ported • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 250W • 28,76,46cm • Squat, stylish and bla.fls, with unusual tweeter decoupling. great bass extension and somewhat uneven balance. REC'O 
spkr Ojan 3 Rosewood 995 

_spkr Oian 3X Black 1)95 
spkr Ojan 3X Rosewoodl,39S 
tl Radius 595 
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ported • 2 drrver • 88d8 • 8 Ohms • 2SOW • 28,74,46cm 
ported • 2 drrver • 88d8 • 8 Ohms • 300W • 28�7�6�4� 8c,m,_•'--'i'As'-;O�ja, nc;:3,_,i,.m.,pr,ovoced�d�r"' rveec rs,__ ___________________________ _ 

ported • 2 dnver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 300W • 28.74.46cm • As Ojan 3, improved drivers 
manual • 33/45rpm • 45, 12,35cm • Motor unrt 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 



Roksan to Shei'Wood 

PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

tt RadiUs{!abnz 795 manual • 33/45rpm • 45.12,36cm • As above, wrth Roksan cart 
tt Radius/Tabriz zi 895 103 �nual • 33/45rpm • ..4.hl1_35cm • Design is sub/e� refined and easy on the eye. Music� it offers exceptional performance with a minimum of fuss. REC'D 
tt TMS 2,475 manual • 33/45rpm • 45.12,35cm • Suede black 
tt TMS 2,750 manual • 33/45rpm • 45.12.35cm • Black lacquer 
arm Tabriz 275 
arm Tabriz Zl 396 

91 ,_._ _ ___,f,.,ix,edC 'armtube • f!r!!prietary fit • 240mm _• Targetted at the Xerxe;_this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases· a touch bright though. REC'D 
f txed armtube • propnetary lit • 240mm • 'lntellllgent' counterwerght 

arm Artemiz 895 ftxed armtube • oropnetary ftl • 240mm • Flagshtp arm. new style 
cart Corus Black 130 91 moving magnet • 6.5mV • removable stylus • Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but more civilised and smoother. REC'D 
cart Shiraz 975 movmg coil • 0.2mV • fixed stylus • 3-pt generator mount no glues 

ROTEL • GAMEPATB LTD • TEL 01908 317707 • FAX 01908 322704 • DBALERS 232 
__!lllQ RC970BX Mkll 175 144 preamp • 3l,2T • hdph • 44,8,29cm 
__!lllQ RB970BX Mkll 125 144 _power amp • 60W • 44,8, 29cm • New upgrade 
amp RA935BX Mkll 250 integrated • 50W • 3l,2T • hdjlh • 44)0)5cm �arate listen/rec selectors 
amP: RA970BX 300 138 integrated • 60W • 4l,2T • hdph • 44,7 ,35cm • Sounds lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power to manhandle tricky speakers. Not so clever with complex recordings 
amp RC980BX 350 109 preamp • MM/MC,3l,2T • hdph • 44,7,33cm • Plenty of waffs, sound IS expansiVe but lacks a sense of p01se, control and /me detail- disapp01ntmg (tested w1th RB9808X). 
amp RB980BX 450 109 power amp • 120W • 44)2.33cm • Plenty of watts per pound, sound IS expans�ve but lacks a sense of po1se, cot control and !me detail· a d1sappomtment (tested with RC980BXJ 
amp RC990BX 500 _ll'_eamp • MM!MC,2l,2T • hdph • rem • 44,7 ,33cm 
amp RB990BX 750 power amp • 200W • 44,12,38cm 
cd RC0-930AX 200 1 bit • rem • 44,9,29cm 
cd RC0-940BX 250 137 �b1t • rem • 44., 10)2cm • A sea change m transport and DAC technology lies behmd the most unfldy·soundmg and 1mtatmg player to emerge from Rote/. 
cd RC0-965BX 300 100 bitstream • electrical out • rem • 44,10,32cm • An exceptionally refined bitstreamer: transparent, exquisitely detailed and powerfully emotive. A landmark player. 
cd RC0-970BX 375 b1tstream • electrical out • rem • 44,8,30cm 
cd RCD-965BX D 375 141 bltstream • electrical out • rem • 44)0 32cm • Discrete output 
cd RC0-965BX LED 425 b1tstream • electrical out • rem • 44,10,32cm • Discrete & slit foil caps 
tun RT-950BX 220 142 _IM,M,L • 20 presets • ilti,24cm 
tun RT-990BX 500 FM • 16 presets • 44,8,29cm • Remote control 

ROYD LOUDSPEAKERS CO LTD • TEL 01952 290700 • FAX 01952 290190 • DBALERS 65 
spkr The Herald 198 ported • 86dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 31,20,18cm • Stand mount 

R£C'O 
REC'O 

REC'O 

B'BUY 

spkr Minstrel 
spkr Merlin 

259 
298 

135 __ ported • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 100W • 69,1t_12cm • Imaginatively �ckaged super-slimline 1/oorstander. Not much we/lie or loudness but line coherence and timing, a bit bright. B'SUY 
parted • 86dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 31,20,18cm • Veneered 

__>pkr Doublet 449 parted • 89dB • 4 Ohms • 120W • 91,18,17cm 
_j]Jkr The Sorcerer 595 139 ported • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 31,20,18cm • Front port, near field monitor REC'D 
spkr Abbot 
spkr The Pnor 

665 
978 

118 _parted • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 81.20,30cm • fr>gaglflund dramatic dynanncs and !me transient coherence are hampered by a rather colourd mid-forward balance. 
parted • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 150W • 96.37.26cm • Floor standrng. free space 

RVARK • TEL 01268 728890 
spkr Swordsman+ 11 
spkr Sabre 11 
spkr Templar 
spkr Talisman 11 
2P..kr�dsword ll 
spkr Paladrn 
�ader ll 
_j_pkr Equinox 
spkr Accolade 

329 
449 
499 122 
749 118 
899 
1,099 __ 

___lj99 
1,849 140 
2.699 

sealed • 2 drivel • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 20,38,27cm • Near wall/stand mount 
sealed • 2 drivel • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 23,37,27cm • Wall/free, on stands 
sealed • 2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 19, 70,27cm • Compact 1/oorstander w1th stnkmg baffle has decent bass/m1d but dull treble; could tame over-bnght system. 
parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • lOOW • 23L84,32cm • Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine alf·round coherence. 
sealed • 2 drrve1 • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 29,43.38cm • Free space, stand mount 
parted • 2 drrver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • l50W • 88,29,38cm • Floor standrng 

__parted • 3 drrver • 88dB • 6 Ohms • 150W • 2�2cm • Free space, floor standrng 
_ported • 1 driver • 88dB • 6 Ohms • 150W • 25,88,34cm • Free space, stands included 

parted • 3 drivel • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 200W • 29.l00.38cm • Free space. floor standing 

SA111S1111JK • TEL 01204 700139 
amp AU-X117 
amp AU-X3172 
amp AU-X417R 
amp _A!J-X517R 
amp AU-Aipha 607 
amp AU-Aipha707 
cass D-X117HX 
cd CD-270 
cd CD-l17K 11 
cd CD-X2l7i 
cd CD-X317 
cd CD-X617 
spkr SP-X111K 
rec RZ790 
rec RZ-3500 11 
tun TU-X317 
tun TU-X5l9 

170 
275 
280 121 
450 
1,300 
1.500 
220 
180 
200 
200 
250 107 
350 112 
125 
250 
370 
170 
220 

integrated • 30W • MM,3l,lT • hdph 
integrated • 40W • MM,3L,lT • hdph 
integrated • 45W • MM,3l,2T • hdph • Unusually clean and precise with more subtelty than is usually attributed to remote control amps. 
rntegrated • 60W • MM/MC.Jl,2T • hdph • rem 
rntegrated • 90W • MM/MC)L,l T • hdph • rem 
rntegrated • 90W • MM/MC, 4L3T • hdph • rem • Burlt rn BS OAC 
srn le • Dolb B. C • HX Pro • 2 head 
bitstream 
mu!tibit 
multibit • electrical out 
bitstream • electncal out • ophcqlout • rem • Not m the same class as older CD-X31 1 Mk 11. Same technology but the sound is neither as responsive nor as engaging, 
bitstream • electncal out • opt1cal out • rem • Th1s 'double-DAC' version of the CD·X317 IS more 1mpress1ve slightly fight and 11zzy w1th pop, but dull with claSSICal COs 
ported • 2 d11ve1 • 89dB • 6 Ohms • 50W • 18,30,20cm 
FM,M • 30W • 30 presets • MM,2L,ZT • re_m 
FM. M • 30W • 30 presets • MM,2L.2T • rem 
FM,M • 20 presets 
FM.M • 30 resets 

SENNBEISER 1JK LTD • TEL 01628 850811 • FAX 01628 850958 • DBALERS 850 
hdph__I!Ql_§ ID open back • 45g • 31 Ohm • Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug 
_ll<jph HD36 13 o en back • !ifg • 32 Ohm • Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug 
_Mph H056 15 open back • 72g • 32 Ohm • Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug 
hdph Vegas 18 open back • 118g • 32 Ohm • 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
hdph Manhartan 28 open back • 118g • 32 Ohm • 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
hdph HD60TV 38 open back • 118g • 32 Ohm • 6.8m lead line vol control) 
hdph HD440 11 38 121 open back • 125g • 60 Ohm • Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightkly leaden sounding, with a cold treble 

hdph HD414 Classrc 50 open back • Lrmrted edrtron HD414 
hdph HD455 50 open back • 3m lead, 3.�6.3mm 
hdph HD465 65 open back • 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
hdph HD475 75 open back • Srngle sided cable 
hdph H025 SP 85 sealed • 115g • 85 Ohm • Monitonng headphone 
_ll<jph HD535_ 100 _l)pen back • 255g • !50 Ohm • 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
hdph H0545 Reference 110 open back • 255g • 150 Ohm • 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
hdph H0565 Ovatron 140 open back • 255g • 150 Ohm • 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm 
hdph HD265 Linear 140 sealed • 260g • !50 Ohm • Closed back 
hdph iS450 150 160g • Infra-red cordless - hr-fr 
hdph H025 160 ___ sealed • 140g • 70 Ohm • Professronal, closed back 
hdph IS550 180 ----"170&..:Jnlra-red cordless 
hdph HD 580 Precisron 200 open back • 260g • 300 Ohm • Flagshrp model 
hdph�rleston 225 open back • 2t0g • 140 Ohm • 3m lead, dual plug. leather tr 
hdph HD580 Jubilee 230 open back • Lrmrted� n HD580 
hdph IS850 860 330g • Orgital audrophile rnfra-red 
hdph HE60/HEV70 998 open back • 260g • ElectrostatiC wrth energrser 
hdph Orpheus 9,652 open back • 365g • Electrostatic. valve energiser 

SBABINIAN • PEAR AUDIO LTD • TEL 01665 830862 • DEALERS 15 
spkr Super Elf 
spkr Arc 
spkr Obelisk 
spkr Hawk 
spkr Diapason 

790 
t67� 
2,490 
4,950 
8.350 

parted • 2 driver • 87dB • 6 Ohms • IOOW • 2116,37cm • Frnmsh birch cabinet 
parted • 3 driver • 88dB • 6 Ohms • 150W • 35,69,25cm • Unusual and occaswna!!y wonderful smalllloorstandmg omn0 too bright but exceptionally coherent and revealmg. 
parted • 3 dnver • 89dB • 6 Ohms • 200W • 37,74,32cm • Omm-drrectronal 
ported • 3 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • 250W • 43,95,32cm • Modular omm-directional 
ported • 5 drrver • 91dB • 6 Ohms • 300W • 58.100.38cm • Omm-drrectronal. floor standi 

SHERWOOD • BI·FI DIRECT • TEL 0171 827 9827 • FAX 0171 827 9009 • DBALERS 23 
__Mll]l___Ailill 
amp Al 5010 
amp AM/AVP8500 
ea ss DSl150 
ea ss DSlOIOC 
ea ss DDID30C 
ea ss DS30!0C 

100 
170 
800 
80 
lOO 
lOO 
120 117 

integrated • 55W • M�4L, IT • hdph 
integrated • lOW • MM_dl,,ZT • hdph 
A/V • 230W • hdph • rem • A/V Pre/power amp 
srngle • Oolby B, C • 2 head 
single • Dol by B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • Mic input 
twrn • Dolby B • 2 head 
single • Dol by B. C • HX Pro • 2 head • Good range of factlit1es. let down by poor transport and ,tty electromcs. 

REC'D 

81!UY 

cd CD3010R 130 119 bitstream • Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention� what emerges is stiff remarkably entertaining. IB'lBDJ 
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PRODUCT 

cd CDC5030R 
rec RX1010 
rec RV5030R 
rec RV6030R 
tun TD1120 
tun TX1010C 
tun lX3010C 
tt PS1870 

£ 

200 
120 
330 
400 
90 
100 
120 
70 

ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

132 1 bit • rem • 44,10.38cm • This replacement for the successful5-disc CDC-50JOR sounds mess� diS!ointed and generally unpleasant. A great disappointment. 
FM M•30W•MM 2llT 
FM M L • • BOW • MM 4L 4T • rem • Oolb Pro Lo ic 
FM M L • A/V • lOOW • MM 4l 4T • rem 
FM M • 24 resets 
FM M • 30 resets 

120 FM,M • 30 presets • Lots of features and fine FM discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsistentlr tackr. 
semi arm litt • 33/45rpm • Budget turntable with cart 

SHURE • HW INTERNATIONAL • TEL 0181 808 2222 • FAX 0181 808 5599 

cart 18 
cart 22 

28 
33 Ius 
38 
42 Ius 
44 
60 48 

cart 74 
cart 265 38 

ivin exceflent stereo and detail retrieval. 

m 

am� SFP-1 1,095 
am Sfl-1 1 395 
_!i!!�gnature 1 495 

__!I!!Q SFS-40 1 695 
am SFC-1 1 795 126 
amp Sfl-1 Signature 1 795 
amp SFS-80 2 895 
amp SFL-2 3,795 
amp SFS-160 5.495 
dac Transdac 699 
dac UltraJitter Bu 699 
dac SFD-1 Mk2 2 495 
dac SFD-2 Mk2 5 295 

SONUS-FABER • ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • FAX 0181 879 7962 • DEALERS 30 

spkr Minuetto 898 
spkr Minima Amator 1 498 
SQkr Electa 1 790 
spkr Amator 2,992 
spkr Guarneri 5 500 
spkr Extrema 5 991 

parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 23 35 28cm • Compact, stand mount 
ported • 2 driver • 88dB • 20,34,31cm • Compact, stand mount 
parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 38 27 24cm • Compact stand mount 
parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 37 22 35cm • Compact, stand mount 
parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 19 38 38cm • Compact, limited edition 
parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 55,27.46cV' • 'Reference Standard' 

SONY UNITED KINGDOM LTD • TEL 0932 816000 • FAX 0932 817000 

150 
200 
250 142 
300 
400 

TCFX211B 100 
ea ss TCK 2158 130 
ea ss TCK311B 130 
ea ss TCW445B 150 
ea ss TCK415B 180 136 
ea ss TCWR545B 200 
ea ss TCWR645S 250 
ea ss TCK511S 250 
ea ss TCK611S 300 127 

cd CDP-M302 130 
cd CDP-312 150 139 
cd CDP-C325M 230 
cd CDP-C345 230 132 
cd CDP-561E 200 147 

cd CDP-761E 250 147 

cd CDP-CX100 800 
MBS501 800 

di r DTC80ES 800 
hd h MDR-E505 8 
hd h MDR-E515EX 8 
hd h MDR-007 Mk 11 8 
hdph MDR-009 10 
hdph MDR-WOll 11 
hd h MDR-A009 12 
hdQh MDR-E515V 12 
hd h MDR-¥50 13 

�ph MDR-E525 15 
�ph MDR-24 15 
�Qh MDR-25 16 
hd h MDR-W12l 16 
�ph MDR-008TV 17 
�ph MDR-E535 18 

�ph MDR-44 18 
�ph MDR-009TV 19 
�ph MDR-35 20 
hdph MDR CD30 20 
hdph MDR-£747MP 20 
hdph MDR-CD50 20 lu 
hdQh MDR-5747 20 
hdph MDR-P1TV 22 
�ph MDR-A22L 22 
�Qh MDR-CD250EX 28 

lack of attention to detail. 

---
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Sony to Teac : · � 

PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 

I 
. 

_ll<IQh MDR-CD450 45 133 sealed • 260g_ • 24 Ohm • Fair acousic isolation and comfortable construction, moderate sound. _________ _ 
hdph MDR-If210 50 infra-red cordless • 170g • Extra h/phone w/o transmitter 
hdi!!!._M!)R-CD550 60 99 sealed • 270g • 45 Ohm • A very competent headphone�creates a remarkable sense gf_Jp_ace for a closed back design and sounds natural to boot. 

REC'D 

-mY 
hdph MDR-033 70 sealed • 120g • 45 Ohm • 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
hdph MOR-If210K 80 infra-red cordless • 1/0g • Seven meter range infra red 
hdph MDR-055 90 sealed • 120g • 45 Ohm • 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug 
hdph MDR-C0750 90 111 sealed • 290g • 45 Ohm • Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable, these 5_gflys have characterislifEl!Y_good bass power and relaxed HF� 
hdph MOR-077 120 sealed • 140g • 45 Ohm • 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug __ _ 
hdph MDR-610k 190 infra-red cordless • 4/0g • Seven meter range inlra-red 
hdph MOR-C01000 200 111 sealed • 330g • 45 Ohm • A fine sounding

"
an'-"de'cc'om""<=fo-::;rtc:-ab"le=- h"'e"'adphone that's likely to work well with most sources. 

spkr SS-EJOO 50 sealed • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 160W • 73 41 20cm • Magnetically shielded 
spkr SS-V77 50 2 dnver • 90d8 • 16 Ohms • 19,9,14cm • full range surround speakers 
spkr SS-E500 80 sealed • 2 driver • 88d8 • 8 Ohms • 120W • 35,47,20cm • Magnetically sh�elded 
spkr SS-J90AV 100 2 driver • 167 Ohms • 19 12 15cm • Sh�elded centre speaker 
SQkr SS85E --1-00 sealed • 2 driver • B5dB • 4 Ohms • lOW •..1)V4cm • UK optimiSed sound 
spkr SSI25E 120 sealed • 2 driver • 86dB • 4 Ohms • 90W • 22,38,3Scm • UK optimised sound 
spkr SA-W90 350 2 driver • lOW • 22,49,51cm • Actrve subwoofer 
spkr SSAIL 450 sealed • 2 driver • S5dB • 4 Ohms • 120W • 19,30.32cm • Bra-cellula. tweeters 
rec STRD311 230 ..l.M,MJ • A/V • 60W • 30 presets • MM)L,2T • rem • 4JJ4)0cm • System remote 
rec STRD511 2SO ____ _,_f �M�M�L�·c.·A!V • SOW • 30 presets • MM 3L 21 • rem • 43 14 30cm • Oolby Pro Logic 
rec-sfiW6TI 330 fM,M,L • A/V • 60W • 30 presets • MM.JL,ZT • rem • 43.14,30cm • Dolby Pro Logic 
tun STS211LB 130 fM,M,L • 30 presets • 43,9,30cm • Slation naming 
tun STS311LB ZOO fM,M,L • 30 presets • RDS • 43,9,30cm • RDS EON, Autobetical' select 
tun STS505ES 250 fM.M.L • 30 presets • RDS • 43,9,35cm • UK optimised sound 
tt PSLX150H 90 semi arm lift • 33/4W>l'!. • 43,10j_6cm • Play!', with MM cartridg� 
tt ----ps-LX4318 150 auto • 33/45rpm • 43.11.36cm • Player, auto rec size select 

tnd Z023 
StiidiOZ6 
stmlZOZ7 
Stnd Z037 
Stnd Z040 
Stnd Z055 
Stnd ZOlO 
Stnd ZOlS 
Stnd Z024 
Stnd Zl2S 
Stnd Zl29 
supp ZOZZ 
supiLlllll._ 
supp_JQfj__ 
supp Z030 
supp Z060 
__>l)QQ_ill()_ 
supp Z038 

.. 
42 peaker wall brackel 
50 Speaker stands • High - tnpod base • 60cmcm 
50 Sp_eaker stands • Mid - tripod base • 45cm lallcm 
50 Speaker stands • Low - tripod base • 30cm tallcm 
70 Speaker stands • fr�pe • 45cm tallcm • fixed top spikes 
72 .fuJ_eaker stands • frame type • 60cm tallcm • frxed top sprkes 
76 Speaker slands • PiiiMJyilt.'__25cm tallcm 
78 -- _

-
_ -_ - _'f:'Sil§

"'
ea'C"kel_slands • Pillar type • 46cm tallcm 

8'*0�--- �Sp"'ea07k.,er_,s,..la""nd,_,_s • !'il@rjype • 6lcm lallcm 
108 Speaker slands • Column type • 45cm tallcm • Adjuslable top/bottom spikes 
110 Speaker stands • Pillar type • 6lcm lallcm • AdJustable top/bottom stands 
60 Equipmenl support • Wall mountable • 50w,47dcm • Removable shelf 
70 �pment support • 3 shelf • 50_,_40,43cm • Satrn finish, self assembly 
75 -- --¥Egl"!luipment support • 2 shelf • 50J0)6cm 
95 Equipment support • 3 shelf • 50 40 43cm 
115 Eqllijlment supPQrt ·� 50AQ,62cm 
125 Eq�rpment SU!lllOrt • 5 shelf • 50 40 77cm • Salin frnish, self assembly 
130 Eguipmenl support • 5 shelf • 50.40.S4cm 

SPENDOR AUDIO SYSTEMS • TEL 01323 843474 • DEALERS 17 

630 parted • 2 driver • S3dB • S Ohms • 40W • 1 16cm • BBC inspired location monitor 

RE_C'O 

spkr LS3/5A 
spkr 520 
spkr S_f'3/l 
spkr SPZ/3 
spkr SPl/2 
spkr SP//1 
spkr SPlOO 
spkr SP9/I 

760 102 ported • 2 driver • 84d8 • 8 Ohms • 70W • 26cm • Maintains Spendor's tradition for peerles mid-to-treble coherence and perspecUves. Bass is rather unconvincing. REC'D 
S90 
lJQO 
1,430 
2,000 
-.WL 
3,300 

parted • 2 driver • S5dB • S Ohms • lOW • • Stand mount, free space 
parted • 2 driver • S8dB • 8 Ohms • SOW • ZS 55,33cm • On stands, free space 
parted • 3 driver • S9dB • S Ohms • 90W • 30,63,30cm • Stand mounl, flee space 
parted • 2 driver • 89dB • 8 Ohms • 1 OOW • 85,3Qd?cm • floor standing 
parted • 3 driver • 90d8 • S Ohms • lOOW • 37 7.QAJcm • Classic monilor, flee space 
parted • 3 driver • 90d8 • B Ohms • 125W • 106,37,44cm • Floor standing monrtor 

STAX • PATH PREMIER • TEL 01494 441736 • lAX 01494 461209 

_Mph SR34 169 
_Mph SR Gamma 239 55 

o@!!llack • 170g • Electrostatic 
- ""'-- �o-pen back • 300g • The next model down in the Stax range from the Lambda1 the Gamma is an excellent headlliJpne with little to criticise bar the p_[j_ce. REC'D 

_Mph_M84 259 open back • 160g • Eleclrostatic 
hdph SR Lambda 349 open back • 325g • Electrostatic 
hdph Gamma Pro 
hdph lambda Pro 

399 
449 

63 
55 

open back • 300g • With SRD-X Pro, the Gamma Pro is like a stethoscope for your hi-li, revealing subtelties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve. REC'O 
open back • 325g • Tested with SR0-78 PSU, this is an industry reference, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much.REC'D 

hdph Lambda Sig 549 72 open back • 325g • With SRM-Tl. the Signature must be the most transparent headphone available. REC'O 
open back • 400g • Eleclrostatic 

---
hdph Omega 1.695 
SVMIKO • PATH PREMIER • TEL 01494 441736 • lAX 01494 461209 

carl___Qyster 30 movmg magnet • removable stylus 
cart Black Pearl 50 moving magnet • removable stylus 
cart Pearl 70 moving magnet • removab�lus 
c'Ca':Ort --.':8::\:lu?-e "Po"'in .,_t --!;; 10'*0 ____ -!!m".'ov':"'rng coil • fixed stylus • High outpul MC 
cart BPS 250 moving coil • fixed stylus • Nude stylus 
TANNOY LTD • TEL 01236 420199 • lAX 01236 428230 • DEALERS 400 

spkr 631 149 141 parted • 2 driver • 87dB • 6 Ohms • IOW • 19,34 15cm • High class miniature is beautifully balanced, open, unboxy and quite lively, if a bit short of real muscle. B'BUY 
spkr � 189 135 parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 90W • 51,43,27cm • Clever cabinet avoids boxiness and promotes focus and imaging; fine bass extension but tricky stand compatibility. B'BUY 
spkr 633 319 139 sealed • 3 driver • 89d8 • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 29,75,28cm • Compact 1/oorstander with slammin' bass - real extension and coherence without boom - but dubious midband. B'BUY 
spkr Subsat3 399 PQ.rted • 3 driver • 8SdB • 8 Ohms • 120W • ll,l6,9cm • Subsat system with ICT tech 
spkr 636 419 sealed • 3 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • IZOW • 29 75 28cm 
_jjl� 499 sealed • 3 driver • 9ldB • 6 Ohms • !SOW • 33,S6,32cm 
spkr 625 595 active • 90W • 58 49 45cm • Servo currenl drive subwoofer 
spkr 63S 599 13S parted • 3 driver • 91dB • 6 Ohms • 175W • 3�96 32cm • Brg value'jff]yl b1gJ]Rx has good balance and lo/s ol lou�but needs a good amfl_ilnd basSJsn't entJre/y convmcing. 
spkr 0100 649 parted • 2 dnver • S9dB • S Ohms • IZOW • 25)6,22cm • 6.5 inch Dual Concentric 
spkr 0500 _lAZQ 143 parted • 3 dnver • 91dB • 6 Ohms • 175W • 31 93 34cm • 81g luxuryheawweJgh/ has muscle and balance brt a little short of parse and delrcacy. Fme stere� but had work /or amps. 
spkr Sterling TW 1,750 parted • 2 dnver • 93dB • 8 Ohms • 150W • 48,70,3lcm 
spkr 0700 2,100 parted • 3 dnver • 93dB • 6 Ohms • ZOOW • 37,99,36cm • 10 inch Dual Concentnc 
spkr Edinburgh TW UllQ ___ parted • 2 dnver • 95dB • S Oh� !SOW • 66J02,42cm 
spl<r__JilifM TW 3,500 parted • 2 driver • 95d8 • 8 Ohms • 200W • �00 48cm 
spkr Canlebllfl' 12 A 5,500 parted • 2 driver • 94dB • 8 Ohms • 200W • 58,90,43cm 
s kr Westminster TW 6 000 Col orted • 2 driver • 99dB • 8 Ohms • 200W • These awesome horn loaded Sr:!_eakers are remarkably controlled and impressive, if only suited to a few pockets and rooms. REC'D 
spkr Canlerbury 15 A 7 000 parted • 2 dnver • 96dB • 8 Ohms • 250W • 68 110 48cm 
spkr Westminster Royall3,500 parted • 2 dnver • 99d8 • 8 Ohms • ZOOW • 98,139,56cm 
TDL ELECTRONICS LTD • TEL 01494 441191 • lAX 01494 461803 • DEALERS 274 

spkr NfMZ-S 100 parted • 2 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • lOOW • 1S,45,17cm • Priced for single speaker 
_1Qkr Near Field Monilor 120 130 parted • 2 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • lOW • l]JQ._17cm • A d1sappomtmg_underperlormer m our tests, ata price thal's not very nrce erh" 
spkr NfMZ 180 parted • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • ISJ5,17cm 
spkr RTLZ 300 parted • 2 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • BOW • 20,73,22cm • Reflex transmissron line 
spkr RTL3 400 126 parted • 3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 120W • 20,90,37cm • Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale and fine basic neutrality REC'D 
_1pkr Studio 0.5 499 94 PQr!& • 2 driver • 85dB • S Ohms • 75W • ZQ.§VOcm • Tmy 1/oorsfandiflg fransmrss10n /me has good ag!ldy but doesn't provide the coherence or even the balane of Stud1o 1 
iokr Studio 1 - �69�9c-- �_7�8���--- ported • 2 driver • 86dB • 8 Ohms • 110W • 23,77,33cm • Genuinely extended bass from a compact box, very detailed but a shade clinical and detached in presentation. __ REC'O 
spkr Studio lm 899 118 ported • 2 driver • 86dB �hms • 120W • 23)IJ4cm • Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver: lovely transparency and fine bass extension. REC'D 
spkr Sludio Monrtor M 2,449 parted • 3 driver • 87dB • 8 Ohms • 150W • 27,ll_li3clll_'_]_L�etal drivers, int stands 
spkr Ref Standard-M 4,999 parted • 7 driver • 89d8 • 8 Ohms • BOOW • 56,121.50cm • Dual TLS metal dnvers 

TEAC UK LTD • TEL 01923 819630 • lAX 01923 236290 • DEALERS 200 

_!1!!1)� 
amp A-X3030 
amp A-X5030 

!SO 
220 
260 

----"in'C'tegrated__:j01/_ • MM,_3L,ll_o hgph • 44,13.d§cm • Mic input 
integrated • 60W • MM,3L,ZT • hdph • 44,13)6cm • Mic inpul 
integrated • 75W • MM/MC,3L,ZT • hdph • 44,16,36cm 
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amp A-BX10 999 mtegrated • 100W • MM/MC,3L,2T • Balanced input 
cass V-600 150 single • Oolby B C • HX Pro • 2 head__o_lli5"29cm • fine bias 
cass R-550 200 Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44,14 29cm • Blank scan 
cass W-750R __ 20ll __ �[)_oii!Y_!l._C__: HX Pro • 2 head • 44,15)9cm 
cass V-1010 250 ___ s_ingle • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 3 head • 44,15,29cm • fine bi�ust 
cass V-3010 350 sin le C • HX Pro • 3 head • 44 15 36cm • Remote control itch ad·ust 
cass W-6000R 450 twin • • HX Pro • 2 head • 44 15 33cm • Pitch control remote 
cass R-9000S 500 105 Oolb B • 3 hea�15,36cm • Much beffer than average auto-reverse deck, well worth conSidermg,_Jjjgjy� . .,tli"'ne,. er ,.e,_d ,too ,. _____________ _ 

cass V-6030S 550 single • Oolby B, C, S • HX Pro • 3 head • Dual capstan 

cass V-8000S 699 105 single • Dol by B, C, S • HX Pro • 3 head • 48,15,36cm • Superb stability and real subteltr. this must be the best Teac yet. The only disappointment was Do/by C. REC'D 
cd CO-P3200 150 147 multibit • rem • 44 12 28cm • A pnmiiJve-looking CD player, housing primitive 16-bil electroniCs whJCh deliver an equally primitive and uninspiring sound 
cd P0-0880 250 multibrt • rem • 44 11 38cm • 5-disc carousel 
cd C0-3 250 bitstream • electrical out • rem • 45 13 28cm • Central mechanism 
cd co

-:P4500 280 107 bitstream • electrical out • rem • 44,12,29cm • Teac's first gefiiifiie[:iiiipiiireiTtSsound described as having a certain 'organic warmth', very_t;omposed and eas�gQjflg. REC'D 
cd VROS-7 599 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • rem • 45 15 34cm • Twin BS VROS mech 
cd VROS-10 770 119 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • rem • 45.15,34,cm • A basic analogue stage comwomises the potential of Teac's superb engineering and digital electronics. Lacks bass energz____ 

Cd VROS-20 1 299 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • rem • SO.l5 34cm • Twin OAC7 balanced outp...,ut�---------
Cd X-1 2,500 multibit • rem • 46 t4.40cm • Balanced out 4x20bit 
cdt VRDS-T l 499 144 transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 44.15.33cm • Superb quality engineering at an affordable price with a perforamance that's equally tidy and composed (tested with D-Tl). 
cdt P-700 899 120 transport • electrical out • optical out • rem • 2_3_,!!40cm • Tested with D-700, it may lack the resolution of high end colleagues, but still sounds bubbly and entertaining. B'BUY 
cdt P-2S 4,299 130 transport • rem • 23,I4,49cm • The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transporl sounds as over-engineered as it looks. 
dac D-Tl 450 144 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • 44 10 33cm • Teamed with VRDS-Tl suoerb aualitv engineering at an affordable price. with performance that is equally tidy and composed. 
dac D-700 599 120 multi bit • electrical out • optical out • 23,14,40cm • With P-100, the D-700 may lack high-end resolution, but still sounds warm. bubblr and �� entertaining. � 
dac 0-2 2 499 133 multibit • 13.14.49cm • Assessed in partnership with the P-2s. Teac's VRDS statement looks a million dollars but sounds rather thin and uninvolving. A great disappointment. 

tun T-X4030 120 142 FM. M • 20 presets • 44,9,28cm • Not much special. but still a well balanced. tolerable and capable all-rounder at a very reasonable price. B'BUY 

TECHNICS • PANASONIC 11K LTD • TEL 01344 853550 • FAX 01344 853081 • DEALERS 2000 

amp SU-V300 ISO integ@!ed • 1jW • MM 2L 1 T • hdph • 43 lUZ_cm • A/_B speaker selill_ 
amp SU-A600 Mkll 200 integrated • 3/W • M_l;LMf.1jl 2T • hdph • 43,L!,32cm • MOS, R-Core transformer 
am� SU-A700 Mkll 250 integrated • 45W • MC/MM,3L,2T • hdph • rem • 43,13,32cm -am�800 Mk2 350 134_____!1!kgrated • 55W • MC/MM,3L,2T • rem • 43,14,37cm • A quick audition mrght convince you that/he '800 is somethmg special, but longer term listening shows it's liff

::
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amp SU-A900 Mk2 400 138 integrated • 90W • MC/MM,3l,2T • rem • 43,14,37cm • A Jecky/ and Hyde am�lifier with a dismal-sounding phono stage but de/ightfullr transparent and engaging CD in�ut. REC'D 
�p SU-C2000 _7� 0�0� ______ £r� ea�m�·�r�em�·�4� 5�13�3�5�cm�·�R� ot� a�_,re�si� sto� r�att� e� n�ua� to� r��70 ____________________ ______________________________________________ ___ 
amp SE-A2000 1.050 power amp • 100W • rem • 45.19,44cm • Meters, R-Core MOS AA 
cas. RS-TR373 180 twin • auto reverse • Dolb! B C • 2 head • 43 14,29cm • Play transi>Qrt unidirectional 
cas. RS-TR474 200 twin • auto reverse • OolbyB C • HX Pro • 2 head • 431419cm • Hig:�hfls,ee.,d._,FJ:Jf=f'll'---------------------------------;=:;;--cass RS-BX601 230 146 Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 3 head • 43,13,29cm • Mic in�uts, auto tape cat REC'D 
cass RS-TR575 150 twin • auto reverse • Oolby B C • HX Pro • 1 head • 43 14 19cm • Optical quick reverse 
cas. RS-BX701 270 136 Dol by B, C • HX Pro • 3 head • 43,13,30cm • Not cheap, but extremely well built deck. moderately well equipped, and a pleasure to o�erate and listen to. REC'D 
cas. RS-BX747 300 single • Oolby B C • HX Pro • 3 head • 43 13 30cm • fine bias adj THC to-red base 
cass RS-TR979 380 twm • auto reverse • Oolby B, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 43,13,18cm • Both decks record, quick rev 
cd SL-PG370 120 mash • Remote control ready 
cd SL-PG470AK 140 ___ ma�tical out • rem • CO edit 
cd SL-PG570AK 160 mash • rem • Digital servo THCB base 
cd SL-PS670AK 200 mash • otJ!ical out • rem • 45 12,29cm • Virtual Battery_()peration 

�S770A 250 147 mash • o tical out • rem • 43 13 29cm • �"':"'-=e-,-r t'"ha "'t-=ne-=-v--=- er:-::cu,"''le"r-=-ou=ses from its slumber to reallr tackle the music at hand 
cd Sl-PS840 450 mash • optical out • rem • 43 13 34cm • 
cd Sl-P2000 I 000 mash • o tical out • rem • 45.13 33cm • 
hdph RP-HT77 30 sealed • 160g • 32 Ohm • 3m lead, OFC wife 
hdph RP-HT86 40 sealed • 165g • 35 Ohm • 3m lead XBS acoustic load 
jlcljJh RP-HT600 50 sealed • 3m lead double headband 
hdph RP-HT700 

'!'
60��=--'s,.,.ea'!' le�d__:·�5� m�le,a"'d�d"! ou� b,..te_.,he, a:"'db., a':"nd,_ __ ��-��--�-.-.--.-----,---,------;-c---,-c--,---------,-=-:-cc-=:----------------

hd�h RP-flO 100�_i!12J.l_-----'s'"e�ale.,d!-'•:c3�0� 0:gc_• �32�0�h":' m,_.•:__cA� n""ot!':"he"; r-'!ve�ry�c"fo"'m�to,.,rta'!'b""te_,s.,ea.,le,.,_ d_..,CJ"-''r c,y.um,_, -:<>a.,urE'al.,m""o""de ,.,t ,., h"" as'-'m"'o'"d"'e s,_t.,so,.,_un"'d"-is,;o""la..,tio,.n"'a"'nd'-'u"'n""ev.,en,_,__,_ so.,u'!!nd"-l"-a"'vo"" ur"''"'"-"'ba, s"'s. _____________ _ 
hdph RP-f30 180 sealed • 340g • 31 Ohm • 3m lead XBS double drive 
spkr SB-CS55 80 ported • 2 driver • 8 Ohms • 60W • 25,43,25cm • Shelf/standL_shielded 
s kr SB-CS75 100 orted • 3 driver • 8 Ohms • 60W • 17 49 25cm • Corn osite mica cone mid 
s�kr SB-CS95 150 ported • 3 driver • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 29 54 25cm • Composite mica cone mid 
s�kr SB-M2D 200 ported • 2 driver • 60W 
s kr SB-M300 350 orted • 3 driver'• IOW 
rec SA-GX170L 230 fM,M,L • 60W • 30 presets • MM,2l,2 • rem • 43 13 31cm 
rec SA-GX370l 280:-----�f�M�M'!'l�· ';'A!V

�
· 80W • 40 presets • M�,2T • rem • 43 13 3lcm • Oolby Pro logic 

rec SA-GX47DL 350 fM,M,l • NY • 80W • 30 presets • MM 4l lT • rem • 43,14 36cm • Oolby Pro Logic 
rec SA-GX670L 450 fM,M.L • A/V • 100W • 30 presets • MM.4l,lT • rem • 43 16 36cm • Oolby Pro-Logic. help function 
tun ST-GT350l 140 142 fM"MJ • 30 presets • 43 7,30cm • Remote control capable 
tun ST-GT550l 190 fM,M,l • 39 presets • Ro"'s"'· "' 4 �3",,7C.,3C'lc

"
'm

"""· �Re"'m"'o"'te -"co"'n"' tro"'t'- ca-p-cabc-te"'RO" Sc--------
-------------------------

tun ST-GT650l 230 fM,M,l • 39 presets • ROS • 43,10,31cm • Class AA, remote control ready 
tt SL-B020 140 semi arm lift • 33/45rpm • 43 10 38cm • Belt drive includes T4P cartr 
tt SL-B022 160 semi arm lift • 33j45rp�3.10,38cm • Belt drive, includes T4P cartr 
tt SL� 500 manual • 33/45r m • 46 17 36cm • Quartz 00 no cartridg�".ec--:-c------------------- ------------------tt SL-1100Mkll 500 manual • 33/45rpm • 43 10.38cm • Quartz 00 includes T4P cartri 

TESSERAC RESEARCH LTD • TEL 0181 669 0011 • FAX 0181 773 0406 

am� TAAOA 1 500 
amp !AlA ljOO -----
am TAHA 1 800 

.....!ffiP- TAP-A 5 300 
amp TAMP-60 7,350 

THETA • ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • FAX 0181 879 7962 • DEALERS 17 ITLC- 50) 

cdt Data Basic L_997 130 
cdt Data 11 NTSC 3 290 
cdt Data 11 PAL 3.490 
dac Pro-Pnme 11 _MI)O 
dac Probasic 11 2 299 
dac Pro Gen Ill 5 690 
dac Pro Gen V 8,500 

TBIEL • MPI ELECTRONIC 1JK LTD • TEL 01483 454993 • FAX 01483 454992 

spkr scs 1,379 114 
i 

active • 2 driver • 87dB • 4 Ohms • 150W • 2,23.41cm • Luxury____f!l!!!J)_act sets class leading standards for coherence and communication, can so_und_a shade shut-in REC'D_ 
S(!kr 
__Jj:!kr CS-S 

__!�kr CS2.2 
spkr CS3.6 
_jpkr CS7 
spkr CS51 

1,499 
1,499 
1 749 
3"899 
IQ,_476 
13.669 

active • 2 driver • 87d8 • 4 Ohms • !SOW • cm • IS wood veneers+ black 
active • 2 driver • 87d8 • 4 Ohms • !SOW • • 15 wood veneers + black 
active • 3 driver • 86d8 • 4 Ohms • 250W • • 15 wood veneers + black 
active • 3 driver • 86dB • 4 Ohms • 400W • 43 11*'3c"' m'-=•---7;15'-'w"'o"' odi-'v"'en"'e"'er-"- s--'+ -cb'i'la"'c i'-k 

-----------------------------

active • 4 driver • 88d8 • 4 Ohms • 500W • ,48J40cm • 15 wood veneers + black 
active • 5 driver • 87d8 • 3 Ohms • 500W • 33 43.162cm • 15 wood veneers + black 

THORENS • PORTFOUO MARKETING • TEL 01494 890277 

R�D_ 
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tt 200 
tt 270 
tt 300 103 

tt 630 
tt 700 91 
tt 770 103 

tt 900 
THULE • VIRTUAL REALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS • TEL 01277 227355 • FAX 01277 224103 

am IA50 
amp IA!OO 
cd CO!OO 
cdt TR200 
dac DAC-200 

549 140 
949 
849 
749 
849 87 

inte rated • 50W • 4l!T • Best used as art of Thule's balanced-line s stem otherwise its 
integrated • !OOW • 4L 2T • Fully balanced operation 
bitstream • electrical out • optical out • rem • Balanced out. Crystal chipset 
transport • rem • Balanced AES/EBU input 
bitstream • electrical out • optical out • A good first effort from Thule even though its fizzr and over-eager sound could do with some house-training. 

TRIANGLE • KRONOS DISTRIBUTION • TEL 018687 48632 • FAX 018687 48281 

am TE60SE 650 
amp Nemo All ion 02 1,550 
s�kr Titus TZe 325 
�kr Gamete TZe 475 
s kr Antal 975 
spkr Zays 1,399 
spkr Aitinis I 950 

inte rated • 70W • MM C 3l!T • hd h 
integrated • BOW • 5l.2T 

3 driver • 92dB • 8 Ohms • 250W • 99.22.28cm 
3 driver • 90dB • 8 Ohms • 300W • 104 22 22cm 

B'BUY 

REC'D 

spkr Altair 2 850 
spkr Octant TXe 3.950 
a.sub SAT Ill 650 

3 driver • 92dB • 4 Ohms • 300W • 35.120 30cm • Prowieta tweeter 
3 driver • 94dB • 4 Ohms • 300W • 42 .150,19cm • Ultra";'h'Cig2h'"'se" n'CsitC"ive;,ity,---------------------------------

stereo • 140W 
TUBE TECHNOLOGY • TEL 01932 850354 

� Seer line 575 =o • 5ltT • 35 8 25cm • Entry level 10 r g:': ua':"ra'"n" te,_ e ______________ _________ _ 
amp Seer Phono 649 weamp • MM 4l l T • 35 8 25cm • Tube hono stage �
a"'m"'p'--;'UC" ni'Csi

'=
's '

iepo
"'
w

"'er"A""" m"p7I "'o9'" 9 
___

_ power amp • 30W • 35.17,27cm • Stereo power am'"--------------------------

��het I t99 preamp • 4l!T • 35 8 25cm • Two box pre separate PSU 
�a.,m,.p '--;'UC' niccsi"-s �Su�a�er�l�ine�l ";;39"'9,.---__ _,in'C'te,grated • 30W • 4l!T • 35 17 27cm • line level version of Unisis 

amp Unisis I 399 integrated • 30W • MM,3ll T • 35 17 27cm • One tube phono stage 
�a.,m,.p�GC' en"'e"' sis"-,---c';'2.";;59"'9 ____ power amp • IOOW • 35 15,2'" 7" cm"'-'-•�2c;- x7;m"' on�ob., lo...,c,.ks�--cc--..--o-c------------------------

amp Synergy I 3.999 integrated • 150W • 5l,IT • rem • 47,18 47cm • Bias monitor. soft-start 
UKD-OPERA • UK DISTRIBUTION • TEL 01753 654531 

.1�kr Prima 450 
.1�kr Seconda 550 
s kr 0 eretta 660 
spkr Super Pavarotti 875 
sokr Callas 11 895 
spkr Oivina 1 390 
spkr Caruso 11 2.250 

parted • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 75W • 20 33 25cm • Solid walnut stand mount 
orted • 8BdB • 8 Ohms • IOOW • 23 35 34cm • Solid walnut stand mount 
orted • 87d8 • 8 Ohms • 70W • 22 30 26cm • Solid walnut stand mount 

parted • 88d8 • 8 Ohms • !SOW • 23 55 23cm • Solid mahog� stand mount 
parted • 87dB • 6 Ohms • 150W • 34 22 32cm • Solid walnut Fo
�
ca71 C'dr

""
ive

"'
r
"'
s 
"

'-
---

-
-------------

-
parted • 86dB • 8 Ohms • !50W • 24,39,40cm • Solid walnut, stand mount 
parted • 3 driver • 88dB • 8 Ohms • 200W • 22 97.2Bcm • Solid walnut floor standing 

UNISON RESEARCH • UK DISTRIBUTION • TEL 01753 654531 

amp Simply Phono 495 
amp Simply Two 995 
� Sim I FourP 1 495 
amp Simply Four T I 545 
amp Smart 845 2.995 

preamp • MM/MC • For Simplv series 
integrated • 12W • 4l!T • 25 16 40cm • Single ended triode Class A 
inte rated • 24W • 4l!T • 35 16 40cm • Sin le ended Pentode 
integrated • !lW • 4l!T • 3516 40cm • Single ended triode Class A 
power amp • 24W • Single ended tr10de mono blocks 

VAN DEN HUL UK • TEL 0622 721636 • DEALERS 160 

cab MV V ideal ink 75 30 108 

cab The Cleanwater 50 109 
cab The Ma num 265 109 
cab The Wind 330 109 

cart MM-1 250 103 

cart MM-2 299 
cart OOT-11 699 
cart MC-10 799 60 

cart MC-One 999 60 

cart MC-One i 1149 84 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

REC'D 

cart MC-Two 1 349 72 � 
�eriii SlA 2 200 
cart G'hopper IIISlN 2 200 
cart G'hopper IIICMN 2 750 
cart G'hopper IIIGlN 2 999 -----
cart G'hopper IIIGlA 3 200 122 
cart G'hopper IIICHN 3400 
cart G'ho�per IVGlA 3.450 

VJVANCO UK LTD • TEL 01442 231616 • FAX 01442 235421 • DEALERS 1000+ 

hd h SR60 open back • Mini fits outer ear 
hdph SRI2 
hdph SR52 

open back • In ear with spare ll!!!g 
open back • Mini headphones 3.5m'-:m:-p""lu-=-----------------------

Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-700 pm) 
Fax: 0181 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, MIT, Siltech, Symo, 

. . . the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

Transparent, Van den H ul, WBT and other s . 

... in YOUR home 

Contact us by phone, tax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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PRODUCT £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS 
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open back • Micro. volume control 3.5mm 
sealed • Xtra bass feature 

�n��a
n

r��
c
�or�l���

g • 32 Ohm • Although slightly overblown at times. this model is easy on the ears and essentialfy�.,.ab""le'------------------"'REC'O 

Mono, infra red cordless 
o en back • Double bow design for comfort 
Stereo infra-red cordless 
open back • 285g • 600 Ohm • Remote control lead all piu s 
Stereo infra-red with charger 

����-��----�op� e�n�ba�ck�·�26H 5�g�·�1"'oo O� h� m-·�l�n-' fr�on7 t�loc�a7hs�a� tio� n----------------------------------------

Stereo infra-red cordless 
Stereo infra-red cordless 
open back • In-front localisation 

VOYD TURNTABLES LTD • TEL 01242 574528 

WADIA • ACOUSTIC ENERGY LTD • TEL 0181 840 6305 • FAX 0181 579 1761 

cd 16 7,395 multi bit • Glass. plastic. BNC & AES/EBU 
cdt 8 3 195 130 
cdt 20 4 370 
cdt 7 9,995 
dac 12 1 530 
dac 15 3 790 
dac 64.4 4 750 
dac 9 12.790 multibit • electrical out • optical out • rem • 44,9,36cm • Digital volume. separate PSU 

WELL TEMPERED • PEAR AUDIO LTD • TEL 01665 830862 

tt Record Player 1 800 67 
tt Classic 2 800 

REC'D 

WBARFEDALE LOUDSPEAKERS LTD • TEL 0113 2601222 • FAX 0113 2600267 

spkr Centre Cube 49 
spkr Valdus 100 89 
_ipkr Diamond 6R 99 
_11lkr Valdus 200 109 
spkr Modus Micro 109 
�kr Modus Centre 119 
spkr Modus Mini 139 
spkr Valdus 300 149 
s kr Modus One 159 
spkr Modus Sub-bass 179 
spl<r_Modus Three 199 
2okr Valdus 400 199 
s kr Modus five 259 
spkr Valdus 500 299 
spkr Modus Seven 339 
spkr Modus One-Three 439 

WILSON • ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • TEL 0181 947 5047 • FAX 0181 879 7962 • DEALERS 7 

spkr XI Grand Slam POA 138 ported • 3 driver • 94dB • Three-way reference REC'D 
spkr WAP Puppy 11 5,600 subwoofer • 91d8 • 25,53,35cm • Passive subwoofer for WAn 
spkr WAP Puppy 5 7 375 subwoofer • 91d8 • Passive sub for WAns 
spkr WAnS 8,800 ported • 2 driver • 91dB • 27 31 36cm 
spkr WHOW II 12.500 subwoofer • 98d8 • 88/65,36cm • Active subwoofer for WAn 
tt Benesch 1,550 manual • 33/45rpm • High-tech turntable 
arm Benesch ACTI 975 fixed armtube • proprietary fit • Carbon-fibre armlube. unipivot 

WOODSIDE ELECTRONICS • TEL 01934 520248 

amp SC27 Line 705 
am SC27 MM 881 
---.!!rrP- ISA230 Disc 899 116 
am ISA230 Line 899 
am� ISA 240 949 
am SC27 MC 999 
amp MA50 Class A 1 224 
__liTill STA35 1 323 100 
__liTill SC25 Line 1 420 
am� SC26 Phono 
dac DAC2 REC'D 
dac OACI 

YAMAHA ELECTRONICS UK LTD • TEL 01923 233166 

�p AX-490 239 integrated • 85W • MM MC 3L 2T • hd h • rem • 44 15 39cm • UK s ecified s stem remote 
amp AX-590 299 integrated • lOOW • MM.MC.3L.2T • hdph • rem • 44,15.39cm • UK specified. system remote 
cass KX-380 169 single • Dolby 8 C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44 13 29cm • Pia Trim manual bias 
ea ss KX-W282 199 twin • Dolby B, C • 2 head • 44 13,28cm • Twrn auto-reverse, I records 
ea ss KX-480 199 single • Dolby 8 C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44 13 28cm • Auto-tape luning Play Trim 
ea ss KX-W482 249 twin • Dolby 8, C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44 13,28cm • Twin recording auto+ reverse 
ea ss KX-580 249 146 single • Dol by B. C. S • HX Pro • 2 head • 44.13.28cm • Award winning Dol by S deck B'BUY 
ea ss KX-W952 599 twin • Dolby B. C • HX Pro • 2 head • 44.16.37cm • Twin record. opt remote 
cd CDX-480 169 147 bitstream • rem • 44 10.28cm • A disoassionatelr calm-sounding player that delivers the musical goods with little or no apparent enthusiasm 
cd CDC-555 199 multibit • rem • 44 11 39cm • Entry level 
cd CDX-580 229 bitstream • electrical out • rem • 44 10 28cm • UK s ecified o/ sta e 
cd CDC-655 249 bitstream • optical out • rem • 44 11 39cm • lrE}' load multi-player 
cd COX-880 339 t41 bitstream • electrical out • optical out • rem • 44. l0,29cm • UK specified components 
_11)kr NS-C80 99 2 driver • 90dB • 6 Ohms • 80W • 14 45 17cm 
spkr NS-E80 120 2 driver • 90d8 • 6 Ohms • SOW • 27 20 7cm 
spkr NS-C110 149 2 driver • 90dB • Ohms • 120W • 15"47,18cm 
_11lkr NSIOM 250 2 driver • 90dB • • IOOW • 21 38 20cm 
s kr NS-1000 1,399 2 driver • 90d8 • • 250W • 38,68,36cm 
rec RX-385RDS 269 FM M • 40W • 40 • MM 3L • rem • 4!)�jll_"_Sy_sjem re_mote 
rec RX-V390RDS 299 f;M•I\'Y•60W• presets • MM L 2T2V • rem • 44 14 30cm • AV amp, 'stereo' surround 
rec RX-V590RDS 449 (M • OW • L 3T.4V • rem • 44.15.39cm • True DSP 
tun TX-480L 139 FM M L  
tun TX-580RDS 199 FM,M • 

YBA • KRONOS DISTRIBUTION • TEL 018687 48632 • FAX 018687 48281 

amp Integro Line 999 
amt1'3 Power 1 199 72 
amp lntegre 1,199 121 
amp 3 Pre I 250 72 
amp 2 Pre 1 699 56 
amp 2Powe�r ____ �2�1�5� 0 �56� 
amp 1 Pre 3 750 62 
amp 1 Power 4,250 62 
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integrated • 45W • 4L IT • 43 9 33cm 
power amp • 45W • 43 9 33cm • Tested wl/h 3 Pre- see for comments_ 
integrated • 45W • MM.4l.IT • 43.9.33cm • Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nic�nq_s_pge. 

43 9 33cm • See-through ethereal stereo images but more convincing towards centre of soundstage (tested with 3 Pwr). 
• 43 9 33cm • Superbly finishecl good space and transparency. Needs transformer for MC cartridges (tes ted with 2 Pwr).____ REC'D 

power am� • 43,9,33cm • Su@!l!!y_ finished but with slightly softened bass_f!_e_sje_d_l!'ith_2 ereJ_ 
--

______ R�EC'D 
pream • MC 4L 1 T • 43 9 33cm • Tested with 1 Pwr- see for comments_ REC'D 
power amp • 85W • 43,14,33cm • We11 finished pre/power amp with front rank imaging and transparency. and can drive any loads (tested with 1 Pre). RE� 
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AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
(0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-Fi careful
ly selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all bud
gets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. l!1.ilUo1 
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD,  c/o Harper 
Furnishings, Kensington Showrooms, London 
Road, Bath BA1 6AD. (01225) 316197. 
Technics, Denon, Sony, Rotel, AVI, Quad, 
Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura and many 
many more. 2 demo rooms, home demos, 
appointments required, service dept, free 
install, home trial. Access, Visa, In! free credit, 
instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed 
Monday. 

RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA1 
2BX. Tel 01225 446245. Visit us for the largest 
range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equipment in 
the South-West. Demonstration rooms, Home 
Installation Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 
9.00-5.30 Man-Sat. l!1.ilUo1 
RADFORDS, 52-54 Gloucester Road, Bristol, 
BS& 8BH. Tel (0117) 9428247. Visit us for 
the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration 
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation 
Service, Access, Visa. Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 
Man-Sat. l!1.ilUo1 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728 and 
(01426) 315092. We specialise in giving 
upgrade advice and demonstrations in your 
own home, where you can best judge the ben
efits. Your long term satisfaction is our aim. 
Brands stocked for their excellent sound (not 
just a passing review), their reliability and sup
pliers' back-up: Lumley Reference (amps and 
speakers), Michell, Orelle, CAT, Magnum 
Oynalab, Transfiguration, NEAT, Musical 
Technology, Cogan Hall, Silver Sounds, MAF, 
Atacama. 

V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol 
B59 1 EJ. (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, A VI, 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Audio 
Technica, AMC, Analogue Electronics, Cadence 
Valve, Chord Amps, Electronic Companies, 
Exposure, Goldring, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, 
Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, 
Sansui, SME (inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, 
Townshend, Wadia. Dems by appt only, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service facili· 
lies.Access, Visa. For full product listing please 
see Dealer Guide. 

BERKSHIRE 
LAKES, 37 Stoke Road, Slough. Tel (01753) 
538287. For better hi-li in the Thames Valley. 
Agents for: Technics, Kenwood, Rotel, B&W, 
Nakamichi, Mordaunt Short, Sony, Panasonic, 
Mitsubishi, Philips, Aiwa, JVC, Wharfedale, 
Infinity. Free delivery. Dem rooms at High 
Wycombe, Aylesbury, Marlow, Maidenhead, St 
Albans, Chiswick High Road, London, and 
Bracknell. Please see our advert in the Dealer 
Guide or ring for your nearest branch. 
RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, 
Sl4 1TG. Tel 01753 85693. Visit us for the best 
range of Hi-Fi in the South-West. Linn, Nairn, 
Meridian, Quad etc. Home Installation Service, 
Demonstration rooms, Access, Visa, Amex,. 
Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. l!1.ilUo1 

READING 
B&B HI-FI , 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (01734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installa
tion, Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
Facilities including interest free credit subject 
to status. 9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: 
Bracknell, Maidenhead, High Wycombe, 
Newbury. 

READING HI-F I  CENTRE, 4 Queen's Walk, 
Broad Street Mall, Reading RG1 70F. (01734) 
585463. Your first choice for real hi-fi and 
home cinema sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, 
Celestion, Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, 
Rotel, Yamaha etc. Demonstration facilities 
(including home cinema). Free local installa
tion. Bada guarantee. Open Tues-Sat 9.30-
5.30pm. Open Thurs 10.00-?.00pm. l!1.ilUo1 

BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, (01922) 
493499/473499. Audio equipment from lead
ing and specialist brands on two floors, with 3 
demo floors. home trials, home cinema with 
instore demo theatre, evening demo's by 
appointment. In house service dept. Mail order 
avail. lnt free credit subject to status. Open 6 
days 9am · 6pm.Late night friday. Expert 
advice, cable dressing and free installation is 
what makes Sound Academy the Midlands 
most exclusive Hi-Fi studio. 
FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN 
THE DEALER GUIDE l!1.ilUo1 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
(0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see 
full entry under West Midlands l!1.ilUo1 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony 
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1 EO. 
(01908) 561551. Alchemist Products, AVI, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, 
Moth, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. 
Records and COs, record cleaning service. SGL 
speaker demo room. Access, Visa and Finance. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
STEVE BOXSHALL AUDIO, 41 Victoria Rd, 
Cambridge CB4 3BW. (01223) 68305. 1 0-6 - 6 
days, (closed Wednesdays). 3 dem rooms, 
home trial, appts. preferred. Free installation 
and service dept. Access, Visa & credit. 

l!1.ilUo1 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(01223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free 
install, Service Department Visa, Access, 
Amex, Credit. Open 9-5.30. l!1.ilUo1 

CHESHIRE 
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West SI, Alderley Edge. 
(01625) 582704. For the very best in hi-li sep
arates and home cinema. Wide range of spe
cialist audio, interest free credit. Visa, Access. 
Home trial. l!1.ilUo1 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. l!1.ilUo1 

e Two year guarantee, tranfer

able to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 

move more than 30 miles from his/her original 

address 

e low cost five year guarantee 
option 
e proper demonstration facilities 

e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 
dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

e (0171) 226 4044 

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86·90 Boughton, 

Chester, CH3 5AO (01244) 345576. All that's 

best in Hi-Fi carefully selected and demon
strated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at 

prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and installa

tion, home dems, part exchange, in-house 

workshops, full credit facilities with interest 

free on selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 

Closed Mon. l!1.ilUo1 

CHRIS BROOKS HJ.FI, 29 Gaskell SI, Stockton 

Heath, Warrington. (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 

1 0-6. 3 de m rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 

cards. Total absence of bult .. ••. l!1.ilUo1 
CONG!.ETON HI·FI, 1/ta Duke SI, Congleton, 

Cheshire, CW12 1 AP. (01260) 297544. 

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, 

Kef, Linn, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, 

Yamaha, etc. Superbly appointed single speak

er demo facilities. 3 listening rooms with one 

dedicated to home cinema. No appts nee, 

home trial facilities, free installation. 2 year 

guarantee on all equipment. Access, Visa. 

Credit facilities available on request Open 

Mon-SAT, l!1.ilUo1 

DOUG BRADY HI·FI, Kingsway Studios, 

King sway North, Warrington, WA 1 3NU. Phone 

(01925) 828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the 

widest range of high quality hHi in the 

Northwest. Family business est. 35 years. 3 

dem rooms, incl home cinema. home trials; 

deliveries throughout NW; Access, Visa, Credit 

Facilities. Open 1 0-6; 6 days. Send for free 

map and/or 5 page sale list l!1.ilUo1 

HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold SI, Hale Road, Altringham, 

Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 0161 929 0834. Open 

Man-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment. 

Specialising in equipment by: Nairn, Quad, 

Royd, Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large 

range of quality accessories. On site service 

department. Installation & delivery. Home 

demonstrations a pleasure. 

NORMAN AUDIO, 106 Victoria Sir, Crewe. 

(01270) 211091 Fx (01270) 211795. For full 

details see our Lancashire entry. l!1.ilUo1 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Sir, 

Congleton, Cheshire (01260) 280017. 
Celestion, Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity, 

Nairn, Project, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, 

TOL, Technics, Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem 

Rooms, Home trial, Free install, Service dept. 

Access, Visa, Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5:30, 

Closed Wed. 

SWIFT HI·FI, SI Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 

(01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, 
Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, 

Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 

9:30am-6:00pm dem room. No pressure' 

l!1.ilUo1 
WllMSLOW AUDIO Wellington Close, Dept 

HFC, Parkgate Trading Estate, Knutsford, 

Cheshire WA16 8DX. Tel (01565) 650605. Fax 

(01565) 650080. A wide range of hi-li equip

ment, drive units and loudspeakers. ATC, 

Celestion, Cotes, Dynaudio, Jordan, KEF, Morel, 

Peerless, RCL, Scanspeak, Seas, Volt. Over 30 

kits available. 4 Dem rooms, no appt neces

sary. Please send for free catalogue. Major 
credit cards accepted. Closed Mondays. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 

Red car, Cleveland TS1 0 3AN. 01642 480723. 

Audio Innovations, Denon, Harman-Kardon, 

JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, 

Revox, Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Thorens. 

Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. Home 

trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 

Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. 

GIL SON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road, 

Middlesbrough. (01642) 248793. Exposure, 

Arcam, Mission, Denon, Marantz, NAD, Rotel, 

Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. 

Micramega, Rei. Demonstration facilities in 

main shop and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, appt 

nee, home trial facilities, free install. on 

request, service department. Access, Visa, HP. 

10·5 - 6 days. l!1.ilUo1 

CORNWALL 
RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking 

Mill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 BNJ. (01209) 

710777/ 612260. Audio Note, Audio 

Innovations, Impulse, TDL, Michell, Musical 

Fidelity,NAD, Nakamichi, Bower & Wilkins, 

SME, Micromega, Pink Triangle, Pro-jekt, 

Perception, Harman Kardon, Triangle. Integral 

Demo room/ showroom and special home 

dems. Appts nee, home trial, free install, ser

vice dept. All cards, switch and transax. Open 

Mon-Sat 9.3 0-5.30. Please see advert in 

Dealer Guide. 

DEVON 
CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston, 

Torquay, Devon T 02 6HS. Tel (01803) 606863. 

Where you can compare a range including 

Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, 

Creek, Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, 

Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony 

etc. Two dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 

18ft. Free installation. Access, Visa, Amex, 

Diners. Credit facilities. 9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri. 

9.30-6.00 Sat. 

THE HI-FI ATTIC,  58 New George SI, 

Plymouth, Devon PL 1 1 RR. (01752) 669511. 

We stock most leading makes and have an 

expert enthusiastic staff. Premises include 

attractive hi-li and home cinema demonstra

tion rooms. We offer free installation and credit 

facilities (written details on request) also a fully 

equipped service department. We can also 

provide a mail order service for all your 

LaserDisc requirements.We accept Visa, 

Access, Amex. 

IIADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street,St T homas, 

Exeter, EX4 1AL. Tel 01392 218895. Visit us for 

the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 

equipment in the South-West. Demonstration 

rooms, Service depts, Home Installation 

Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 

Mon-Sat. l!1.ilUo1 



RADFORDS, 107 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, 
PL 1 1 PA. Tel 01752 226011.Visil us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. 

liTili1i1 
RADFORDS, 6 Fore Street, SI Marychurch, 
Torquay. Tel 01803 326723.Visit us for the 
largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema equip
ment in the South-West. Demonstration rooms, 
Service depts, Home Installation Service, 
Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9.00-5.30 Mon-Sat. 

liTili1i1 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournmouth, Dorset. (01202) 764965. B&O, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, 
Target, TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. 
Free install, Service depart. Various credit 
facilities available. Open 9-5.30 6 days a 
week. 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open 
at: 128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth. 
(01202) 751522. For details see main entry 
under Somerset. 
SUTTONS HI·FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. 01202 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rolel, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations.Open 
Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. liTili1i1 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325) 
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 3 
years guarantee. Free delivery and simple 
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home 
cinema specialist. liTili1i1 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd, Gants Hill, 
llford, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tel: (0181) 518 0915, 
Fax (0181) 554 8463. Great Hi-Fi from Area m, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Micromega, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues/Thur/Fri 
10-7, Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year 
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demon
strations. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit 
on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home 
Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded. liTili1i1 
BRENTWO OD HI-FIDELITY, 2 lngrave Rd, 
Brentwood, Essex, CM 15 BAT. (01277) 
221210. Audio Innovations, Denon, DNM, EAR, 
Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Pink Triangle, 
Quad, Tannoy plus many more. Single speaker 
dem rooms, home trials, evening appts (high 
end), home installations. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 . 
Access. Visa. Service Facilities. Advice second 
to none. liTili1i1 
PRO-MUSICA 6 Vineyard SI, Colchester, Essex. 
Tel (01206) 577519. Roksan, Nairn, Rega, 
Micromega, Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rotel, Denon, 
Ruark, Royd, Epos, Sound Organisation, 
Sound Fact ory, Chord Company, Audio 
Tee, Audio Technica, Mana Acoustics, 
Shahinian, Dynavector, Neat. Open 10-6 
Mon-Sat. liTili1i1 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex . (01268) 779762/747571. 216 
Moulsham SI, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. 
(01245) 265245. 132-134 London Road, 
Southend-on-Sea. (01702) 435255. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Linn, 
Marantz,Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 
Roksan, Royd. 0% finance. Excellent audio 
visual range, home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, 
multi-room specialist. liTili1i1 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, 
Gloucester. (01452) 300046. All that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit 
all budgets. Delivery and installation, home 
dems, part exchange, in-house workshops, full 
credit facilities with interest free on selected 
items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.liTilili1 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL52 2RQ. (01242) 583960. 
Fax (01242) 226435. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, 
Audiolab, Aura, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Quad, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year 
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demon
strations. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on 
selected items. Listening room. BADA Bonded. 

liTili1i1 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey 
entry. 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG21 1 AS. (01256) 24311. Fax 
(01256) 24430. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Nairn, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-
5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. 
Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. Listening room. BADA Bonded. lllil!1il 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (01703) 
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi and 2 home 
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios. 
'Winner for Southern England Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Dealer Awards.' Projection TV with 8' Screen. 
Thurs late eve, closed Mon (except in Dec). 2-
year guarantee, service dept. on site, large free 
car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3). 5(M27). 
12(M3), 13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. 
BADA Bonded. lllil!1il 
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, 
Portsmouth. P02 OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi
li home cinema and multi-room specialist. 
R�nge includes Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, 
Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, 
Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, Quad, Rega, 
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Sony,Top 
Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open Tues-Sat, 
late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, credit 
facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. lllil!1il 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, Audion, 
Audio Technica, Chord, Gyrus Centre, Denon, 
Exposure, Heybrook, JPW, KAR, KEF Reference, 
Marantz, Michi, Micromega, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Moth, NAD, Nakamichi, Orelle, Pink 
Triangle, Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, SME, Stax, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha and others. 
Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free 
install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open M on-Sat 1 Oam-6pm. liTili1i1 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD, 101 SI Albans Rd, 
Watford, Herts. (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 
230798 Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, 
B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, 
Copland, Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, 
Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS 
Audio, Professional Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, 
SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic Link, T DL, Theta, 
Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstration rooms. 
Purpose built AV studio. Credit available, 100 
yards from Walford Junction station. Open 
Tues-Sat 1 0-5:30 (Thursday open until Bp m). 

liTili1i1 

AUDIO ALE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford, 
Herts CM23 2DW. (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Nairn, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, 
KEF, Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0%.=1. 

HALEY AUDIO ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertford SG13 ?PG. Tel (01992) 442425, lax 
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system 
in one of our three listening rooms. Relax w1th 
coffee or something from the bar. 
Demonstrations include Lexicon CP3 with THX 
surround sound with the guaranteed deepest, 
tightest bass available. Choose your hi-li (top 
valves and MOSFETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic 
domestic environment. Brands include; REL, 
AC Magnum, CR Devs, Rotel, Celestion, 
Micromega, Lumley Reference, Acoustic 
Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic Link, Harmon, etc. 
We deliver anywhere in the UK for home audi
tion, or mail order, Access, Visa etc. 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (01582) 764246, 
Fax (01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, 
Aura, AVI, Bang & Olufsen, Blaupunkt, Bose, 
B&W, Castle, Chord Go, Denon, Epos, Harbeth, 
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Nairn Audio, 
Nakamichi, Panasonic, QED, Quad, Roberts 
Radio. Quiet single speaker dem room. Appts 
nee. Home trial, free install. Service Dept. Visa, 
Access & finance terms. Open 9-5.30pm 
(Mon-Sat). �!�Dol 

HUMBERSIDE 
ZEN AUDIO FIDELITY George SI, Hull. Tel 
01482 587397 - Evening (01964) 670849. 
Audiolab, Audio Innovations, Aura, B&W, 
Cabletalk, DPA, Heybrook, JPW, KAR, 
Micromega, Michell, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, 
Ruark, Totel, Sugden, Comfortable Listening 
Room, Home Trial facilities, free installations -
personal, friendly service. 

KENT 
ASHFORD SO UNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High 
Street, Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or 
female any age, to share common interest in, 
musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or 
Home Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in 
unusual setting, your place or ours, we guar
antee lasting pleasure.Open Mon-Sat,  
Appointment Service or just pop in. Tel: 01233 
624441. �!�Dol 
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station Rd, 
West Canterbury. (01227) 769329. Also at 
Dover - (01304) 207562. Arcam, Audiolab, 
Aura, B&W, Electrocompaniet, Heybrook, JPW, 
NAD; Pro-Ac, Pioneer, Rote I, Ruark, Tannoy, 
TDL, Technics. Dem and home trial facilities. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30 closed Thurs. Free install. 
Credit to £1,000. Access,Visa, Credit charge. 
Service dept. 
KIMBERLEY HI·FI, 193 Broadway, 
Bexleyheath, Kent. (0181) 304 3272. Pioneer, 
Technics, Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, 
Tannoy, Mission, Wharfedale, B&W. Separate 
dem room, no appt nee. Free installation. 
Service Dept. Instant credit facilities. 9.30-
5.30. No early closing. 
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall SI, Folkestone. (01303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, 
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, 
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free 
local install. No appts necessary, service dept. 
Amex, Diners, Visa, Access, In! free credit, 
Instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-6. ll1i1lli1 
V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry. 

Eli1l7i1 

LANCASHIRE 
HELEN KOCZUR, 161 Yorkshire Street, 
Rochdale, Lancashire. (01706) 42107. Harman 
Kardon, Quad, Revox, Aura, Teac, JBL, Tannoy 
- including Definition Range - B&W, KEF, 
Castle, Canon, Bose, Nakamichi, Grundig large 
screen TVs. Two demo rooms, service dept, 
home installations and free delivery. Men-Sat 
9-5.30 Closed Tuesdays. Visa, Access, Credit 
facilities. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRffiSH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

NORMAN AUDIO, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lanes 
PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057. Fx (01772) 
562731. Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab, 
Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, B&W, KEF. Send for cata
logue. Home cinema demo room. No appointment 
nee, home trial facilities, free installation. Instant 
credit subject to status. Open 9.30-5.30, late 
night Wed till 8pm. ll1i1lli1 
NORMAN AUDIO, also at 216 Church Street, 
Blackpool, Tel (01253) 295661, Fx (01253) 
295722. lllil!1il 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, SI Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 SEW. Tel: (0116) 
2539753. Fax (0116) 2626097. Acoust1c 
Energy, Arcam, Marantz, Micromega, 
Mission/Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichl. 
Exposure, Rogers, Roksan, "and oodles more". 
2 Dem rooms, home trial arranged, free install, 
service dept, Credit facilities, Access, Visa, 
Diners, Amex, 6 days 9.30-5.30. ll1i1lli1 
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0116) 
262 3754 Fax (0116) 262 3758. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Cable Talk, Chord Go, Creek, Denon, 
Epos, Heybrook, Kef, Linn, Micromega, 
Nakamichi, Onix, Rotel, Royd. Multi-room spe
cialist. 4 Dem Rooms. Home demonstrations, 
free installation. Open 6 days 10.00- 5.30. 

li1ili1i1 
SO UND ADVICE, The Factory, Duke SI, 
Loughborough LE11 1 ED. (01509) 218254. 
Shahinian, Rega, Nairn, Well Mannered, 
Dynavector, Royd, Yamaha, Rotel, Arcam, 
Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstration areas, no 
appts necessary, free installation, service 
department. Lombard credit charge, Access, 
Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 9.30-5.30. 
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel (0116) 2530330. Aiwa, A.R., Denon, 
Kenwood, Jamo, Mission, NAD, Phillips, 
Pioneer, Rotel, AN Speciality. Free Install Open 
9.30 - 5.30 6 days. Credit available. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
BOSTON HI-FI CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, 
John Adams Way, Boston, Lines PE21 6SG. 
(01205) 365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi, 
Arcam, Onyoko, Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, 
Rogers, etc. Separate demo studio. Home trial. 
Free installation. Access, Visa. Tues-Sat 9-
5pm. 
STAMFORD HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. (01780) 62128. 
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, 
Rotel, NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all 
major speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, 
comparator demonstrations, on two floors, part 
exchange Hi-Fi purchased for cash. N o  
appointments necessary, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service department. 
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, finance 
available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 
SUPERFI, 271A High Sir, Lincoln LN2 1JG. 
(01522) 520265. See main entry under 
Nottinghamshire for full details. 

LONDON 
ANALOG AUDIO 849 High Road, Finchley, N12 
0181-445 3267. For friendly service and 
advice. AKG, Arena, Audio Technica, Beyer, 
Denon, Dual, Goodmans, Harman-Kardon, 
JPW, JBL, Jamo, Kenwood, Lift, Marantz, NAD, 
Ortofon, Pioneer, Rotel, Sennheiser, Thorens, 
Teac, Tannoy, T DL, Wharfedale, Vivanco, 
Yamaha. Large range of hi-fi accessories. 
AUDITORIUM 119 Middlesex SI, Bishops Gate, 
London E1 ?JF. Tel: 0171-247 5000; Fax 
0171-247 0990. 2 mins walk from Liverpool SI 
station. Friendly and professional advice on all 
your hi-li, home cinema and television require
ments. Experienced engineers for all your 
multi-room and multi-broadcast installation 
needs. Range includes Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, 
Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Micromega, Mission, Nairn 
Audio, Neat Acoustics, Pioneer, REL, Shahinian. 
Mon-Fri 1 0.30am-7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-
4.00pm. See our main advert for further details. 



AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West 
Hampstead, London NW6 1 SQ. (0171) 794-
7848, Fx (0171) 431-3570. Great hi-li from 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Epos, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, 
Nakamichi, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many 
more. Tues-Sat 10-6. Late Thurs until 8.00. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free 
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 
2 listening rooms. BADA bonded. l!mi1ill 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 0181-318 
5755/0181-852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, 
Unn, Mission, Gyrus, Nairn, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept, home trial facili
ties, lnt. free credit, instant credit. Access, 
Visa. Open Man-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. 

llmi7ill 
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street 
Fitzrovia, London W1P 1HH. Tel 0171-631 
0472, Fax 0171-436 7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-
6, 10-7 Thurs. The specialists for the highest 
quality of sound, for one room or many more. 
Friendly advice, full delivery and installation 
service available. 2 listening rooms (appoin
ments preferred), service department, home 
trial facility. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch. 
Worlwide mail order service. Brands carried 
include; ATC, AVI, Arcam, Mark 
Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Nakamichi, Rega, 
Royd, and many more ... 
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London NI. 0171-226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90."0ne of the 5 best hi-li shops in 
the world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, 
Rega, etc. Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 
4 dem rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. 
RING FOR APPOINT. llmi7ill 
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1 EH. Tel: 0171 223 1110. 
EST ABLISHED 31 years. Beyer, Celestion, 
Denon, Dual, Gemini, Goodmans, Harman 
Kardon, Jamo, Kenwood, NAD, Ortofon, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, 
Wharfedale, etc. Appts nee, Service Dept. 
Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, Open 10-6 Closed 
Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London Wt P -HX. Tel Help Line 
0171-580 3535 24 hour, lax 0171-436 4733. 
Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, 
Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL, 
Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 years guarantee. 
Free delivery and simple installation (M25 
periphery), home cinema specialist. l!mi1ill 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston-upon-Thames. (0181) 943 3530. For 
full details see entry under SURREY. llmi7ill 
K.J, WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, 
London, WtM 7LH. (0171) 486 8262/63. Fax 
(0171) 487 3452. Most established brands 
stocked. Two Hi-Fi and two Home Cinema 
dem' studios Appts nee Home trial. Free instal
lation. Service dept. Major credit cards. 
Interest free credit usually available - ask for 
details. Man-Sat 10-6pm. (Late night Thurs till 
?pm) 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, Wt P 
9AD. Tel: 0171-323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, 
JVC, Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, 
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. 
Appts required. Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Open Man-Sat 9-6. 
KRAFT 1 Montpelier Street, Knightsbridge, 
London SW7 1 EX. Tel: 0171-581 8877 Fax: 
0171-5S1 9292. Absolutely fabulous hi-li for 
absolutely fabulous people. Acoustic Energy, 
Denon, Final 1.2, Grundig TV, Linn hi-li, Linn 
Knekt systems, Mark Levinson, Nakamichi, 
Proceed, Sennheiser 'Orpheus', Terzani light
ing. Multi-room and home theatre specialists. 
Custom furniture. Man-Sat 10 till 7. All major 
cards, finance facilities. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HAS 7JX. 01S1-952 5535, lax 0181-
951 5S64. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. 01S1-569 
5802, lax 01S1-569 6353. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. 0171-497 
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1346, lax 0171-497 9205. Main authorised 
dealers for over 100 manufacturers. Interest 
free credit, anywhere in the UK, subject to sta
tus. Demo rooms including big screen TVs. 
Repairs and service. Open all week including 
Sundays. Home cinema specialist. Mail order 
worldwide. Part exch. Musical images club. 
O RANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel 0171-924 2040/3665. 
Juicy fruit from London's newest, freshest hi
li/home cinema retailer. Telephone demonstra
tions or just pop in. All the usual, ie friendly 
and efficient service, free home installation, 
credit cards, 0% finance available, plus all the 
very best from: Cable Talk, Chord Go, Demion, 
Denon Lifestyle, Epos, Mission, NAD, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, with more to 
come. The innovative AudioNisual retailer. 
SON ET LUMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd, 
London W1 P 9PA (next to Goodge St 
Underground station.) Tel 0171 580 9059. 
Superb demonstration rooms (appointment 
preferred) and home demonstrations. B&O, 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, Amex, Diners, 
Access, Visa. Credit facilities available - details 
on request. 
SOUND SENSE, 350 Edgeware Road, London 
W2 1 DX. (0171) 402 2100. Alphason, B&W, 
Kenwood, Nakamichi, Celestion, Denon, 
Monitor Audio, Marantz, NVA, Sony ES , 
Yamaha. Appts preferred. Installations avail
able. Access, Visa, Standard credit facilities. 
Mon-Sat 9.30-6.30. 
STUDIO 99, 79-St Fairfax Road, Swiss 
Cottage, London NW6. 0171-624 S855, Fax 
0171-624 5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, 
Mission/Gyrus, Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, 
Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, Nakamichi, NAD, 
Sonus Faber, B&O etc. Single speaker dem 
room, AV demos. Multiroom. Service dept. 
Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 Mon-Fri, 
1 0-6 Sat. 1m1t1i1 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater, 
London (Off Queensway) W2 4AH 0171 229 
2077 Open Tues-Sat 10.30-6.30. 
UXBRIDGE AUDIO - CHI S W ICK, 109 
Chiswick High Road, Chiswick, W4 2ED (01S1) 
742 3444 Fax (01S1) 742 3295. 2 Demo 
Rooms, Installations, 2 Year Guarantee, 7 day 
exchange. Major credit cards, Tues - Sat 10 -
6, lm1t1i1 
ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 0181 6SS 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, 
KEF Reference, lexicon, Meridian, Micr<imega, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rote!, Sony, Tannoy, 
and large range of AV equipment. S2 Air 
Conditioned Demo Rooms. in a more casual 
environment. Service department. The UK's 
leading home cinema centre. Man-Sat 9.30-
6.00. Access, Visa, Switch & instant credit up 
to £1 000 subject to status. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, 
OLt 3LQ. Tel: (0161) 633 2602 Fax: (0161) 
633 2502. Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, 
Royd, Mission, Micromega, Marantz, 
Shahinian, Celestion, Nakamichi, Dynavector. 
Free installation. Record club. Major credit 
cards and credit facilities. Open Tuesday
Saturday 1 0.00 to 5.30, Spm on Thurs. lm1t1i1 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Road, Cheadle, 
Cheshire OL 1 3LQ. Tel: (0161) 42S 7SS7. Unn, 
Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission, 
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, 
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. 
Record club. Major credit cards and credit 
facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 
5.30, 8pm on Thurs. li1i1i1i1 
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill, 
Manchester M4 1 EY. Tel 0161 S34 6700. 
Technics, Kenwood, Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, 
Mission, B&W, Wharfedale, JBL, T horens, 
Panasonic, etc. New demonstration room. TV 
video, surround sound, AV systems, service 
dept, free delivery. Access, Visa, Switch 
finance. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-S SI Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, 
Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 
2 dem rooms. No pressure! lm1t1i1 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 

EN2 OPW. (0181) 367-3132, Fax (01S1) 367-
1638. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Rotel, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 
9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on 
Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema spe-
cialists. BADA bonded. llllllli1 
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, Harrow. 
(01S1) S63 0938. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, 
Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. etc. lm1t1i1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, 
East Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel. 
(0181) S92 7613. Fax (0181) 892 7749. A.R., 
Arcam, Audio Innovations, Castle, Dual, Denon, 
KEF, Luxman, Michell, Musical Fidelity, 
Micromega, Marantz, Nakamichi, Rotel, 
Spender, Systemdek, Tannoy, Yamaha. One 
demo room, in-car demo for car hi-fi systems. 
Appts not always necessary. Home trial facili
ties. Free installation, service dept. Lombard 
Tricity, Access, Visa, Amex, Diners Club. Man-
Sat 9.30-6, Thurs. Fri 9.30-7. lm1t1i1 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere 
Road, Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. 0121-
354 2311. Audio Innovations, aura, B&O, 
B&W, Castle, Marantz, Micromega, Musical 
Fidelity, Nakamichi, Harman Kardon, QED. 
Single speaker demo, appts preferred, service 
available, installations, B&O link install, home 
trials. Access, Visa, interest free credit avail
able subject to status. 9.30-6pm, 6 days. 

lm1t1i1 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 
Span Street, Coventry. Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 
01203 631403. Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, 
Atacama, Aura, Arcam, Audio Quest, Alphason, 
Apollo,, Bang & Olufsen, Base, Castle, Canon, 
Cable Talk, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, 
Dual Foundation, Heybrook, IXOS, Kef 
Reference, JBL, JPW, Jamo, Kenwood, Laser 
Disc Marantz, Meridian, Monitor Audio, 
Micromega, Mission, Michell Gyrodek, 
Monster, Mordaunt Short, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, NAD, Ortofon, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
Pioneer Polk Audio, Quad, QED, REL, Rega, 
Revolver, Rogere, Rote!, Royd, Sennheiser 
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Technics, Tannoy, 
Thorens, TDL, Van Den Hul, Wessex, Yamaha. 
Much Much More in Store on 3 Floors 4000 SO 
Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms of the 
very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 AN Demo Rooms. Nice 
staff Nice Coffee. Appts Nee. Service Dept. 
Free Install & Home Trial. All Credit facilities. 
Plus Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 
5.30pm Monday to Saturday. lm1t1i1 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
(0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 1359. 40 years in 
Hi-Fi and still the best in the Midlands.We sell 
great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Creek, Denon, Linn, 
Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega and Shahinian. Arcam Xeta Home 
Theatre. Open Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00. lm1t1i1 
MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 SOL. (0121) 429 
28t 1. Rotel, Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, 
Alchemist, Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, 
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, 
Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio, 
Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo 
rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credit 
available. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 1 0.30-S, 
Sat 10-6. Branches also at: 93-95 Hobs 
Moat Road, Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 
0121-7 42 0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands DtS ITS. (013S4) 
4441S4. l!1i1m1 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel 
(01379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art 
Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI, 
DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
SME, Tube Technology. Full demonstration 
facilities including evenings. Appts required, 
free installation, home trial facilities. Open 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRmSH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School 
Rd, Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHE. (0150S) 
570S29. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Micromega, 
Nairn, Denon, Spender, Audiolab, Sound 
Organisation, Epos, Rotel, Royd, Heybrook, 
TDL, Nakamichi, etc. 2 comprehensive dem 
rooms. Home trial. Free installation. Visa, 
Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30. 

llllllli1 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VI DEO, School Lane, 
Kettering, Northants. (01536) 310S55. Aura, 
B&W, Heybrook, Rotel, Yamaha, Onkyo, Nad, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, 
Sugden, Teac, Muscial Tech, JBL, Harman 
Kardon, Rogers and many more. Home trial, 
free instal., service dept. Access, Visa, credit 
facs. 9.30-5 .30pm. 
LISTEN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton. 
(01604) 37S71 (Fax) (01604) 601430 . linn, 
Nairn, Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Neat , Creek, Quad, Denon 
etc. 2 Dem Rooms llmi7ill 

NOTTINGHAM 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time pur
chaser and the seasoned audiophile with the 
same high level of care and interest. Our aim is 
long term customer satisfaction. We achieve 
this with quality impartial advice, quality back 
up and service and genuine interest in your 
needs. We have an established reputation for 
achieving sound quality benchmarks with inno
vation. We have an extensive range of carefully 
selected agencies. We are open Mon-Fri 9.30-
6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. Visa I Mastercard I 
Amex. Deliveries nationwide and worldwide. 
Extensive second hand stock. Components 
from £10.00 to £75000. Call for more informa
tion. Tei/Fax (0)115 9S13562. 
NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0115) 97S6919. The 
area's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). 
Two superb demo rooms, easy free parking. 
Stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, 
Denon, Kenwood, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission
Gyrus, Michell, NAD, Nakamichi, Rotel, Tannoy, 
Sennheiser. Man-Sat 9.00-5.30. llmi7ill 
PETER ELLIS AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newark, 
Nottingham, NG24 1AD (0636 704571) Quad, 
Castle, Arcam, Audio Innovations, JVC, QED, 
Sugden, Tannoy, T DL, Thorens, Marantz, 
Denon, Teac. Demo room, Free install, Service 
Department. Home cinema dem room. Home 
trial facilities. Switch, American Express, 
Access. Visa, Man-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 1:OOpm 
on Thursday. 
WOLLATON AUDIO, 134 Parkside, Wollaton, 
Notts NG8 2NP. Tei/Fax (01159) 284147. Audio 
Valve amplifiers, Clements loudspeakers, 
Maplenoll turntables, Monarchy digital, XLO 
cables. Demonstrations by appointment. Home 
trial facilities. Call us for details. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, 
Wallingford. (01491) S39305. Aura, B&W, JPW, 
Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, 
TDL, Tannoy. Home trial, free installation. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. 
Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Records 
& COs stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford 
OX3 9HS. (01865) 65961, Fax (01865) 60415. 
Great Hi-R from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, 
Kef, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, 
Mission, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 1 0-6, Sat 9.30-
5.30. Late Thurs to S.OO. Trained staff. 3 year 
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 



30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstra
tions. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on 
selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema 
specialists. BADA bonded. lll'il!l:i1 

OVERTURE Hf-FI, 3 �urch Lane, Banbury, 
OX16 8LR. (01295) 272158. Arcam, Heybrook, 
Mission, Quad, Denon, Linn Products, 
NaimAudio, Epos, Meridian, Nakamichi. For 
sensible unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's 
audio experts. Superb demo facilities. No appts 
nee, service dept, free install, home trial. 
AccessNisa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 
9.30-5.30. lll'il!l:i1 

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. (01865) 
790879 lax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, 
Spendor, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, 
Rotel, Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, 
Rogers, TDL. Demo room. Home trial and free 
installation. Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 
10-6 Man-Sat. lll'il!l:i1 

RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown, 
Oxford, OX2 7 JR. Tel 01865 511241. Visit us 
for the largest range of Hi-Fi & Home Cinema 
equipment in the South-West. Demonstration 
rooms, Service depts, Home Installation 
Service, Access, Visa, Amex. Open 9,.00-5.30 
Man-Sat. lll'il!l:i1 

WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, 
Oxford. Tel: (01865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, 
Denon, Epos, Kef, Infinity, Marantz, Mission, 
Monitor Audio, Nakamichi, Nairn, Quad, Rega, 
Rote I, Royd, Solid, TDL, Yamaha. Open 10-
5pm. Dem room. Closed Thur. AccessNisa 

SHROPSHIRE 
AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire SY1 1 OJ. (01743) 355166. NAD, 
Quad, B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Base, Nakamichi, 
Onkyo. Dem room. Home trial. Free install. 
Service dept. Access, Visa. £1000 instant 
credit. Man, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30. 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury. 
(01743) 241924. One of the largest ranges of 
quality hi-li/audio visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Epos, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Nad, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel. Comfortable 
listening room, home installation, specialist 
workshop and service department. 
AccessNisa/Switch/Amex and low cost finance 
from £350 up to £15,000. Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. (01935) 79361, 
Fax (01935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. 
Nairn, Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), 
ATC, AVI, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. 
Dedicated listening lounge, for relaxed and 
unpressured demonstrations. Appts not usually 
nee. but best to phone first. Home trial facili
ties on request, free installation, service 
department. Instant credit, Access & Visa, 
etc.9-5.30 closed Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-FI LTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton
on- Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (01283) 
533655. Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, 
Cabletalk, Castle, Denon, JPW, Marantz, 
Mission, Moth, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Polk, 
Systemdek, SME, TDL, Yamaha. Home cinema 
and hi-fi demo rooms, appts nee on Sat, 
Service dept Access, Visa, interest tree credit 
available, subject to status. Open Tues-Sat 
9.00-5.30pm. lll'il!l:i1 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Nortolk -
see main entry under Nortolk. 
BASICAl lY SOUND, The Old School, School 
Rd, Bracon Ash, Norwich. (01508) 570829. For 
full details see entry under Nortolk. lll'il!l:i1 

BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate SI, Bury SI 
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1 RG. Tel (01284) 

DEALER 
Directory 

724337. Arcam, Castle, Hey brook, LFD, 
Marantz, Meridian, Monitor Audio, Michell, 
Musical Fidelity, Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac, 
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Target, van den Hul, etc. 
Single Speaker Room. No appointments neces
sary. Home trial lac. Free Installation. Access, 
Visa. Switch. 9.30-6pm Mon-Sat. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
(01473) 217217.Established nearly 20 years. 
Easy parking, dem room. Man-Sat 9.30-6. 
Quad, Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, 
Nakamichi, Audiolab, Technics, NAD, T DL, 
Celestion, Mission and B&W. lll'il!l:i1 

SURREY 
INFIDEL ITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: (0181) 943 
3530. Arcam, Creek, Epos, Hey brook, 
Micromega, Nairn Audio, Roksan, Rega 
Research, Shaninian, TEAC. Single speaker lis
tening room. Appts pref, free installation, ser
vice dept. Major credit cards. Closed Man, 
Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6. lll'il!l:i1 

PJ HI-FI - the Hi-Fi Shop, 3 Bridge SI, Guildford, 
Surrey GU1 4RY. (01483) 504801/304756. 9-6 
Mon-Sat. Linn, Meridian, Arcam, Quad, Revox, 
Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, Yamaha, 
Deltec, Rega, Audiolab,Mission/Cyrus. lll'il!l:i1 

RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. 
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. lll'il!l:i1 

RDGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. (01483) 61049. Castle, Creek, Denon, 
Marantz, Micromega, Pioneer, Rogers, Ruark, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL. Demonstration facili
ties available, no appointment necessary. Free 
installation. Service department. AccessNisa. 
Instant credit up to £1,000 subject to status. 
Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by appoint
ment. 
SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe 
Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 0181-654 
1231/2040. Linn Nairn, Quad, Meridian, 
Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, 
Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem rooms including AV 
room. Service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities, appointments advisable. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Interest free credit, instant credit. Man
Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed Wed. Service dept. 

lll'il!l:i1 

SURBITDN PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, 
Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey. (0181) 546 
5549. Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, 
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, 
Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-
5.00 Man-Sat. Service dept. 
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St, Godstone, Surrey 
RH9 8LS. (Just off M25), Free Parking. Closed 
Wednesdays. Tel (01883) 744755, Home 
Cinema on demo. Audiolab, Beyer Dynamic 
headphones, Base, Cabletalk, Denon, JPW, KEF, 
Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, 
Quad, REL, Seismic Sink, Sennheiser, Sound 
Style, Tannoy, Target, TDL, T horens, Tube 
Technology, Van den Hul cables. Interest free 
credit available. For directions please see our 
advert in the Dealer Guide. 
UN I LET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street 
(Opposite Waitrose), New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 
4BY. Tel (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi fi 
and home cinema brands on show with 3 hi fi 
PLUS 3 home cinema demonstration rooms 
fully equipped at New Maiden. Knowledgeable 
staff. Free car parking. Open Sundays. 
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 0181 688 2093. See main entry 
under London. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton 
BN1 4JE. (01273) 609431. Hi-li, home cinema 
and multi-room specialist. Range includes 
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rote I, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sony, Top Tape. 2 dem 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer. lll'il!l:i1 

JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. (01323) 31336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-li, home cinema and multi-

room specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer, 
Celestion, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Lexicon, 
Linn, Meridian, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, 
Polk, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, 
Sony, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstration 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer. lll'il!l:i1 

THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. (01273) 775978. Gyrus, 
Roksan, Micromega, Epos, Rega, Arcam, 
Audiolab, ATC, T heil, Rotel, Audionote etc. 
Single speaker demonstration room, home trial 
available, no appts required, service dept, free 
installation.Access, Amex, Visa, Interest free 
credit, instant credit. Tue-Sat 1 0-6pm. lll'il!l:i1 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tei/Fax 
(01342) 314569. Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, 
Gyrus, Epos, Kef, Linn, Marantz, Mission, 
Nairn, Nakamichi, Quad, Rega, Rei, Sony, 
Yamaha & more. Listening room, installation, 
multi room design, service dept. Credit cards 
and credit facilities 9.30-6.00 Man-Sat late by 
appointment. lll'il!l:i1 

BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 
Becket Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. 
(01903) 264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. 
Free local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), 
Castle, Denon, Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Teac, Technics, Thorens, and many more in 4 
Dem Rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and Home 
Cinema. Service Dept., Installations. Open 6 
days a week. Access, Visa, instant credit to 
£1000 subject to status. 
CHICHESTER HI Fl, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, 
W. Sussex P019 1SJ. Tel: (01243) 776402. 
Linn, Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, 
De non, Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 
(closed Mon). lll'il!l:i1 

PHASE 3 HIFI, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, 
West Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. 
The South's leading Hi-Fi specialists. Premise 
facilities include listening rooms and dedicated 
'Home Cinema' demonstration rooms. Adcom, 
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Reference, Kenwood, Lexicon, 
Marantz, Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD, 
Shearne, Spendor, Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. 

lll'il!l:i1 

WARWICKSHIRE 
FRANK HARV EY HIFI, 163 Span Street, 
Coventry, Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 01203 
525200. Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Musical 
Fidelity, Marantz, Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, 
KEF Open 9:30-5:30 closed Thursday. lll'il!l:i1 

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby. 
(01788) 54 0772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, 
Rotel, Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR 
IMAGE, BE SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no 
service dept, free install, home trial facilities. 
Access, Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. 
Open 9-5.30pm Man-Sat. lll'il!l:i1 

WILTSHIRE 
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, 
Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 SOP. (01793) 539008. 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin 
Vega, CR Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, 
Micromega, Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. 
AV and single speaker demo room. Home trial 
facilities, free installation, service dept. 10-6 
Man-Sat. 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 
1 RA. (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. 
Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nairn, 
Rotel, Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues
Sat 9.30-6. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on 
Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected 
items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema 
specialists. BADA bonded. lll'il!l:i1 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
COLORAMA HI-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk, 
Kingfisher Centre, Redditch, Wares B97 4EY. 
(01527) 597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, 
Denon, T DL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full 
Pro-Logic products. In-store integrated dem 
facilities. No appts required, service dept. 
Access, Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed Thur. 
SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. Tel: (01527) 872460. B&W, 
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy and more. 
Comfortable listening lounge for hi-li and AV 
equipment. Free installation. Access & Visa, 
interest free credit. 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley 
Road, Worcester WR3 ?HA. (01905) 58046. 
Audiolab, Arcam, Nairn Audio, Rega, Kef, 
Roksan, Epos, Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute 
Sounds and lots more. 4 demo rooms for bud
get & high-end audio. Dedicated DSP room. 
Appointments required. Free install, service 
dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners, Switch. 
Chartered Trust. Man-Sat 9.00-5.30 late 
evenings by appt. 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
SCARBOROUGH HI-FI CENTRE, 14 Northway, 
Scarborough, N. Yorks Y011 1 JL. (01723) 
374547. Alchemist, Lumley Reference, Nad, 
Rotel, Onkyo, Mission, Celestion, Orelle, 
Marantz, Tannoy, Ruark. Dem room, home 
dems. Appts required, service depart, free 
install, home trial. Access Visa lnt free Credit, 
Amex, Diners. Open 10-6 Mon to Sat. lll'il!l:i1 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, 
York Y03 ?EO. Tel: (01904) 627108. Closed 
Mondays. Linn, Nairn, Rega, Creek, Meridian, 
Arcam, Denon, Royd, Rote I and other well cho
sen makes. "You can't go wrong - we 
wouldn't let you". lll'il!l:i1 

VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (01904) 
629659. Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, Technics, & lots more. 3 
demonstration studios (2 by appointment) 
superb showrooms, 2 year guarantee on all hi
li products. Appts as above, home trial facili
ties, free installation, service department. 
Qualified and experienced staff, over 25 years 
experience.12 months interest free credit. 
10.30-5.30 Man-Sat. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 
85A. (01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, 
Sugden, Arcam, Proac, Ruark, Castle, Teac, 
Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Denson 
Amplifiers, Apogee, Stemfoort, Kinshaw 
Amplifiers and Phono stages, Pink Triangle, 
Morel Loudspeakers, Heybrook, Monitor Audio, 
Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell 
Turntables, AMC (CD and valves), CR 
Developments (valves), Art Audio (valves), R.E.L. 
Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha and Klipsch 
Home Cinema Pro-Logic Demonstrations, 
Systemdek, Alphason, Target Sonic Link, Chord, 
Audio Quest. Listening room, dems, home trial, 
free delivery and install, 2 year guarantee. 
Access, Visa. 1 0-8pm Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat. Phone 
for further info. & FREE fact pack. 
SOUND WITH STYLE- The Hi-Fi Experts, 284 
Glossop Road, Sheffield (01142) 737893, 81 
Nether Hall Road, Doncaster (01302) 321421. 
Stockists of linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Quad, 
Denon, Yamaha, Audiolab, Castle, Heybrook, 
Nakamichi, Marantz, KEF, Target, Acoustic 
Energy. Please send for full details of our 
newsletter and privilege club. 

YOitKSHIIIItE (WEST) 
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUSE) LTD. 5 Bethel 
Street, Brighouse, W Yorks HD6 1 JR. (1 mile 
from junction 25, M62) (01484) 713996. 
Yorkshire's experts for the entire range of 
Technics hi-li separates and systems, 
Panasonic Nicam TV, satellite, audio, VCRs and 
camcorders, Philips widescreen TV, CDi and 
Laserdisc players and Yamaha cinema DSP 
separates. Also, Castle Acoustics, Mordaunt
Short, Base, TDL, Cerwin Vega and Aiwa hi-li 



separates. Hi-fi, home cinema and Dolby 
ProLogic surround sound systems on continu
ous demonstration. Free specialist advice and 
expert installation. In store service dept. 
Access, Visa, Credit charge. Men-Sat 9-5.30. 
ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, 
LS21 1AA. (01943) 467689. Nairn, Mission 
Gyrus, Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL, 
Micromega, Quad, B&W. Nakamichi, Denon. 
Home Cinema, dem rooms, int free credit, 
Visa, Access. Open Tues-Sat 9-6pm . liml1i1 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross 
Church St, Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. Also 
at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, Halifax, West Yorks. 
Tel: (01422) 366832 Fax (01422) 349954. 

B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, 
Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, 
Mission, etc. Dem facilities - appointment 
reqd. Men-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. 
Free installation. credit facilities. Access, Visa. 
IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 
1QE. (01924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, 
Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms . 
Free Parking, Dem & Instal Men-Sat 9:30 5:30 
pm liml1i1 
IMAGE HI-FI, 8-10 St Annes Road, Headingley, 
Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening 
Rooms. Free Dem & Instal. Open 
Men-Sat 9:30 - 6:00pm liml1i1 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC H I-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road, 
Belfast. (01232) 381296, Fax (01232) 661115. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam. Castle, Denon. Rotel, 
Royd, Epos, Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free deliv
ery and installation, service dept. 3 single 
speaker demo rooms, interest free credit avail
able. Open Men-Sat 10-6, Late night Thurs. 
closed all day Wednesday. 
ZEUS AUDIO, 2-4 Grt Victoria Str, Belfast BT2 
?BA. (01232) 332522. Audio Innovations, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Marantz, Tannoy, Rotel, 
Micromega, Meridian, Mission Gyrus etc. Open 
Mon-Sat 10.00-5.30. Late night Thursd� 

COUNTY DOWN 
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping 
Centre, Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 01232 
402220. Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, 
Samsung, Toshiba, Panasonic, and many 
more. Demos available, Open Men-Fir 1 0-8pm 
Sat 10-5pm 

SCOTLAND 

ABERDEEN 
H I-FI EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove , 
Aberdeen, AB1 6TD. Tel (01224) 322520. 
Aiwa, Audio Innovations, Denon, Impulse, 
Infinity, Musical Fidelity, Rotel, Roksan, TDL. 2 
large single speaker dem rooms. Appts neces
sary after 6.00pm. Home trial facilities, Free 
Installation, Service Department. Various 
offers. 3 Yr  guarantee. Open 1 0-6.00pm 6 
days. 

AYRSHIRE 
T HE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St, 
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, KA 1 1 BA. Tel: (01563) 
7 4185, lax (01563) 7 4186. Stockists of Proac, 
Castle, Audio Innovations, Harman Kardon, 
Sugden, Pink Triangle, Rotel etc. Open Monday to 
Saturday 9.30 - 5.30, late night Thursday til ?pm. 
Home dems and delivery installation service 
available. Credit facilities also available. Contact 
Kevin for more information and directions. 

EDINBURGH 
IN HI-FI, Galloway House, 8-10 Bakers Place, 
Corner of St Stephen St, Stockbridge, 
Edinburgh EH3 6SY. 0131-225 8854. Arcam, 
Castle, Gyrus, Marantz; Meridian, Mission, 
Quad, Rogers,Sony, Yamaha, and other good 
brands. Full home cinema demonstration 
lounge. 2 hi-li demo lounges. No appts 
required, service dept, free install, home trial 
facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, instant credit. 
Open Men-Sat 9.30-6pm. liml1i1 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel 0131-555 3963. The only stockist of 
the full range of Micromega in Scotland. Plus: 
DPA, Stand unique, Alchemist, Royd, Proac, 
Audio Innovations, Lumley Reference. Tube 
Technology, DNM, B&W, Systemdek, 

Nottingham Analogue, Nakamichi, Rehdeko, 
Dali, Crimson, Harmon Kardon, Goldring, Plus 
DNM Cables, Tiny Tubes + Designer Hi-Fi fur
niture. Men-Sat 10-6 by appt. Closed 
Wednesdays. All major credit cards accepted. 
Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for Directions, 
more information & product evenings. Car 
parking available. 

GLASGOW 
STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel: 0141-248 4079, Fax: 
(01555) 820358. E mail Stereo @ cix.com
pulink.co.uk. If music is important it makes 
sense to let us help you personally select a 
system that will suit your listening tastes and 
matches your life and home. Open 1 0-6.00pm 
closed Sunday, Tuesday. Interest free credit 
available. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barton Str, Stirling, 
Scotland FK8 1 HF. (01786) 479958. Linn, 
Mission, Gyrus, Marantz, Arcam, TDL, 
Heybrook, Tannoy, Aiwa, Audio Innovations. 
Dem room. No appts necessary, service dept. 
free installation, home trial. Access, Visa, lnt 
free credit, instant credit. Men-Sat 10-5.30, 
closed Wed. 

TAYSIDE 
J.D. BROWN, 28-36 Castle St, Dundee DD1 
9NZ. (01382) 226591. Hi-Fi dem room and 
superb new AV dem room. Mission, Mordaunt
Short, Technics, Rotel, Denon, Pioneer, Aiwa, 
Castle, Bose, JPW, Jamo, JVC. No appt neces
sary, free installation, service dept. Open 9.30-
5.30 six days a week. 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
(01 978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. 
Aiwa, Arcam, AMC, Bose, B&W, Beard, Canon, 
Celestion, Castle, Gyrus, Jamo, Marantz, 
Michell, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rotel, 
Rogers, Rega, Ruark, Spender, Tannoy, 
Wharfedale, UKD, Yamaha DSP member. 
Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa 
etc. liml1i1 

WEST GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. 
(01792) 474608.AII that's best in Hi-Fi carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowl
edgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. liml1i1 

GWYNEDD 
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High St. Bangor 
LL57 1 YA. (01248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha, 
Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel. Demos 
available, no appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, 
Lombard credit charge. Men-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 
9-1. Audio Visual Specialists. 
PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn 
Avenue. Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (01492) 
876788. Single speaker dem room. Open 9-
5.30. Closed Wed. See Cheshire branch for 
details. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

DUBLIN 
DUBLINN HI-FI, 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. 
Tel: (01) 4785205. Fax: (01) 4785219. We all 
have two ears and one mouth - use them 
accordingly. We only stock the best products, 
based on performance and reliability - not 
reviews or sales patter! Call Mark or drop in for 
a listen. Three single speaker demo rooms. Free 
delivery and installation. Full service depart
ment. Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6. 

To advertise in this section 
call Amy Cosslett 
on 0171-6311433 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
AC:::Cn("'II\Tint,l 

THE ASTONISHING 

DAC-1000 MKII 'PROSODY' D/A CONVERTER 
Open, transparent soundstage with stunning details unexpected in 

this price range. Fast, transit attack and breathtaking dynamic yet 

with sweet high and warm mid range. 

e two low leakage high quality toroidal transformers 

e 48 x 1 00011-F discrete low ESR filtering capacitors 

e 5 full wave rectifiers with fast recovery diodes 

e 21 low noise precision regulators 

e 0.5% precision HOLCO metal film resistors 

e 5% SCR 'Reference' MKP capacitors 

e 64 times oversampling Delta/Zigma D/A converter 

e front selectable coaxial and optical digital inputs 

e ProsREC digital input receiver circuit 

e ProsLINEAR class A analogue section 

e all gold plated 1/0 RCA socket 

e gold plated double sides glass fibre circuit board 

e 3.88Vrms high output 

£699. QQ inc VAT 

PROS AUDIO (UK} LTD 
4 MONTAGUE DRIVE, COULSDON ROAD, C ATERHAM, SURREY, 
E NGLAND CR3 5BY 

TEUFAX: 01883 341935 
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Personal 
Prefixed and Soundstaged: Paul Messenger's 

system has marched to the Beat of a Danish diversion. 

P 
eer group pressure I call it. First 
Martin Colloms starred raving 
on to me about Nairn's little 
Prefix phono stage, then 

Malcolm Steward comes over all superior 
about the bonus of adding numerous little 
Mana Soundstage platforms (£200) under 
his extensive collection of Mana support 
ironmongery. Male too is a Prefix fan 
(Choice issue 145), so I started to feel a 
little left behind. Some serious tweaking 
and updating was clearly overdue. 

Man a mania was the first step, and not 
one to be taken lightly in view of the sheer 
time involved in stripping everything our 
then putting it back. There's always the nag
ging worry that simply disconnecting, 
removing, replacing and reconnecting might 
alone improve a system's sound, if only 
because all the electrical contacts get a good 
wipe-but I'm alsoquitecertain tharrhe Man a 
Soundstageadditionsdelivera very worthwhile 
improvement. 

Apart from a slight DAT-like 'deadness', 
Christy Moore's new Live at th e Point album 
is a superb recording, which I enjoyed play
ingata realisiclevel-up until rhepointwhere 
the harsh and congested inter-track applause 
camein.SincetheStagingprocesssaidapplause 
sounds sweeter, clearer and more realistic, and 
Inolongerhavetoturndownrhevolumeberween 
tracks, if at all. 

While havingthe system Staged, I also decid
ed to Man a the video gear, since there's no way 
the stack of sources I use for TV reviewing will 
fit on a normal trolley stand. It was during 
Wimbledon, which the BBC rakes very seri
ously,deliveringtopqualitynear-identical pic
tures for a full fortnight. And I swear that the 
second week'spost-Mana VCR-tuned pictures 
were better than the first, with a more extend
ed and better ordered black-to-white dynam
ic range. Pity about Agassi though. 

Prefixingfollowed acoupleofweekslater, 
and proved to be an even more effective 
upgrade (for vinyl ar least). Similar to a pro
totype I used for a time eight years back, this 
little device is mOLmted inside a turntable, adding 
both boost and equalisation to converrrhe tiny 
signal from a moving-coi lea rrridge up ro nor
mal 'line level' -similar to that generated by 
tuners, CD players and so on. Such a function 
is becoming increasingly relevant, as moreenthu
siast amps and preamps omit the specialised 
(andexpensve) vinyl stage in favour ofall line-
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What every well dressed LPI2 

will be wearing this season: 

the Prefix from Nairn. 

level input selection. 
Primarily intended for LinnLP12/NaimARO 

record players, though easy to adapt to alter
natives, Prefix needs to be used with one of 
(various) Naim power supplies, and even this 
acknowledged incompetent found installation 
ridiculously easy and quick. The basic circuitry 
follows Naim's longstandingtraditions, with 
the elimination of the tonearm-to-amp con
necting cable as the main advantage. 

It was therefore all themoresurprisingthar 
the improvement was so obvious, albeit in a 
subtle rarherthandramaticway. Although it's 
norfeasi ble ro swap berween the rwo approach
es for comparison purposes, there's no deny
ing that Prefix markedly improved focus and 
mid-band precision in general, and definition 
in particular. The end result seems somehow 
lessvinyl-like and more neutral-some ofthe 
'hash' is cleared away, making it much easier 
for rhe music to ger through. Everything 
worked beautifully in rheallNaim ser-upi gen
erally use, bur it was interesting how neutral 
and transparent Prefix sounded when feed
ingaDensenDM-20/DM-30ampcombo(despite 
some radio breakthrough problemswhichcould 
nor be sorted our in time). 

I'm hopingto gera longercrack atthisexcir
ing new amp, but I have a suspicion we'll be 
hearing a lormore abourDanish hi-fi specialist 
Densen Audio Technologies. The first prod
uct to come my way was almost guaranteed 

seriously: It was a CD 
calledDeMagic, whichemitsachirrupingsound 
for threeminuteswhen played. This procedure 
is claimed to 'de-magnetise' your signal path. 
Fortunately my sense of humour remains 
intact, and I couldn't deny it did seem to have 
a modest bur detectable 'cleaning' effect (while 
wondering whether maybe it was my ears that 
had been demagnetised). 

If the DeMagic CD represents an interest
ing talking point for tweaks, the Beat B-1 00 
is something altogether more serious. A £600 

line level integra red amp (a vinyl version is on 
the way at £150 extra), the B-100 sports an 
alloy case with over-size knobs and looks alto
gether very smart. The whole thing feels very 
solid and substantial, but besrofall is itsexrra
ordinarilyinvigoratingsound-livelyandfast 
with an exceptionally open and well project
ed uppermid-band. Although verymuch a first 
impression, this is undoubtedlyoneofthe most 
excitingsoundingampsi'vecomeacrossinquite 
some rime, at any price. Add in a bottom end 
rhat'snora bly right and dry, and the ner result 
is liable to be a little unforgiving. I wouldn't 
suggestfeeding itfroma harsh, brash CD play
er, but it could prove the perfect palliative to 
wake up a system which sounds dull and heavy 
-and there are plenty of those around! � 
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