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WE PICK
THE YEAR'S

BEST
BUYS

...AND YOU CAN WIN THEM!

OVER £12,000

OF KIT UP FOR GRABS IN OUR
MONSTER GIVEAWAY




HOW TO WIN

£12,000
OF HI-F]

IT'S SO EASY!

WE HAVE NOT ONE, NOT ONE AND A
HALF, BUT TWO ULTRA-GENEROUS
GIVEAWAYS IN THIS MONTH'’S ISSUE

The Best Buy Bonanza sassssssssssss——
We're celebrating 150 issues of Hi-Fi Choice by giving away every hi-fi
component* that's been awarded a Best Buy this year. A full list of all the goodies
can be seen on pages 86 and 87 of this month’s magazine, but suffice it to say
that there are 39 superb prizes on offer.

You could win anything from a 99p Maxell UR cassette tape to the mighty JBL
L90 speakers worth £1,300. Other highlights include Mission’s superb Cyrus /Il
amplifier, the acclaimed Sony CDP-561E CD player, a pair of Atacama’s noted
SE24 speaker stands and the legendary Yamaha KX-580 cassette deck.

And that’s not all. On pages 52 and 53, we are giving away 20 pairs of
Vivanco infra-red headphones worth £3,000 — ideal for music lovers who can’t
sit still! In total we are giving away hi-fi worth over £12,000!

How to enter mmsmssewmenrssewaemarewmeesas wias 4
Because there is so much amazing hi-fi gear up for grabs, we've split the
competition into eight different categories. You can go for as many categories

as you like, but you must enter separately for each one. The quickest way to

enter is to phone one of our special competition lines listed below, give your

name and address, and answer the oh-so-simple question:

HOW MANY ISSUES OF HI-FI CHOICE
HAVE THERE BEEN?
a) 100 b)150 c¢) 200

TO ENTER, PHONE THESE NUMBERS NOW!

CD PLAYERS 0891 866931
AMPLIFIERS 0891 866932
SPEAKERS 0891 866933
CASSETTE DECKS 0891 866934
SPEAKER STANDS 0891 866935
SPEAKER CABLES 0891 866936
INTERCONNECT CABLES 0891 866937
BLANK TAPES 0891 866938

B Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p per minute at all other times.
B Each call should take no longer than two minutes.

B /f you would rather enter by post, see instructions on pages 86 and 87.

B Hi-Fi Choice regrets that this competition is open to UK residents only.

W £ntering this competition is subject to the Competition Rules printed on
pages 86 and 87 of this magazine.

* In the case of Best Buy products that have been discontinued, the replacement
model will be substituted as a prize.



6 4 Best of the Best Buys

We round up every Best Buy and
Recommended product that has been
reviewed over the last year. Find out which
amps, CD players, speakers, cassette decks,
stands and cables have won the most coveted
laurels of 1995.

2 6 Christmas Presents

Find out what fine hi-fi toys will grace the
best-dressed Christmas stockings this year.

3 6 150 Glorious Issues

Paul Messenger takes a rose-tinted walk along
memory lane, with Choice through the ages.

4 4 The Trichord story — revisited
Trichord Research says it has improved the

Clock 2 with a power supply. Find out what
Paul Miller and his virtual lab feel about this.

5 6 CD players — in plain English

Everything you ever wanted to know about CD
players, but were afraid to ask. Dave Berriman
takes you on a bit-by-bit tour of the inner
sanctum of digital audio.

91 Factshack

Benefit from our instant (well, nearly) access
to features and reviews from recent issues,
brought to you by return of fax.

97 Readers’ Classified

Buy or sell your classic, pre-loved, second-
hand audio products here.

l 53 Next Month

Find out just what is going to happen in the
151st issue of Hi-Fi Choice, where every
issue is a birthday issue (get a grip — Ed).

8 8 Mail Order

Loads and loads of superb audio accessories,
exclusive to Hi-Fi Choice readers.

103 The Directory

The latest version of the most comprehensive
hi-fi product listing around. Includes all the
products that have been reviewed in Choice.

HI-FI CHOICE

Everything from retro amps
to speakers with the Open

University logo on the front

can be found in Sessions.

@ Over £9,000 wort‘lli,;f ;
of 1995 Best Buy

£3,000 worth of
super Vivanco infra-
" red headphones

" mustbewon. @)
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ver the years he’ll take your car, your
hard earned cash and years off your life. Do
you really think it will be any different with
your Arcam?

We can confidently predict that you will
enjoy the top quality sound of your Arcam
Hi-Fi separates for many years to come.

[ts a simple enough prediction, when you
consider just how hard we work to produce
Hi-Fi of the highest quality.

Like any good parent, we ensure that our
little treasures go out into the world with every
advantage.

So, before we bid a tearful farewell, the
Hi-Fi produced at our Cambridge factory must
pass the most rigorous set of tests, checks and
double checks. This means that each Arcam
separate is blessed with a long, active and
productive life.

Then again, sonic excellence and
reliability are bound to feature on all Arcam
products, since we design them in from the
outset.

A very pleasing aspect of all this dedication
is th r after year our products make us
rather proud with lots of top Hi-Fi industry
awards.

So, do keep a close eye on Junior. He also
knows quality when he hears it. (Well, you
can’t really blame the little angel for inheriting
your good taste!)

On the other hand, you could invest in a
lesser Hi-Fi system than Arcam..

But why deprive yourself, never mind

future generations?

ARCAM

Return the coupon below to: Arcam, Pembroke Ave.
Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England.
Or telephone: (01223) 440964 (24 hours)

end me information on: (Please tick)
Arcam amplifiers 1 Arcam CD players 1
Arcam tuners 1 Arcam home cinema 1
Arcam DACs 1 all Arcam products 1
and the name of my nearest anthorised dealer.
First Name(s)

Surname o _ v . In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty. Ltd., PO. Box 139, St. Ives, N.S.W., 2075. Tel: (2) 440 8755.
In Canada: Emerald Audio ¥ ussex P.O. Box 19016,
Address 720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 100A, Tore 58 3C9. Tel: (416) 596 7657.
In New Zealand: Avalon Audio. 587 \ en Rd., Auckland. Tel: (649) 638 9000.
In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specillisis, DutBa’n Road 155, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (21) 946 1441.
HFC 1796 [ In USA: Audiolnflux Corporation, P.O. Box 381, Highland Lakes, NJ 07422. Tel : (201) 764 8958.

Postcode




THEFRONT END

Just a Minium

Digital doyen Micromega has established a new brand called Minium, that brings the
French company’s electronics expertise down to affordable price levels. Designed and
manufactured in the Micromega plant, the first offerings from Minium are a low-cost,
high-quality CD player, amplifier and tuner featuring minimalist styling.

The £379 CD player (imaginatively dubbed CD) uses a selected CDM12.2 transport,
and comes with a system remote control that will also switch power and display on the
tuner and amplifier. The latter, (imaginatively dubbed Amp) also costs £379, delivers 40
Watts per channel and has six inputs including MM phono. It provides full remote control
operation and incorporates a discrete headphone amplifier.

Last but not least, the £299 FM tuner (you guessed: FM) has twenty presets.

For those who fancy an all-Minium rig, there’s a loudspeaker. Not called Speaker as
you'd expect, the MS1 is a high-sensitivity (90dB) bookshelf two-way that sells for £299.
Other Minium products destined to follow include the £299 AVP AV Processor.
@ (0181) 502 1416.

M-S Goes Pastel

Vincent van Gogh would have had a field day with Mordaunt-Short’s Decormatch
concept. Research showed that many customers were attracted to loudspeakers
that would integrate completely with domestic decor. Accordingly, Mordaunt-
Short enlisted the help of paint specialists Dulux to develop a cabinet material that
could be successfully decorated with household emulsion.

The first model to receive the ‘add
your own colouration’ treatment is the
CS-1 home theatre speaker, which in
colour co-ordinating guise sells for
£150 per pair. You can also buy a
package of five Decormatch CS-1s
and an SW-1 subwoofer for £465.00.

The finishing touch on these

< speakers is the self-assembly grille
whose cloth can be cold-water dyed
to complement or contrast with the
cabinet hue. @ (01705) 407722.

For all budding Kandinskys; Decormatch.

Driven to Disc-traction!

An all-new Sony-based CD mechanism lies at the heart of Audio Alchemy’s Digital Drive
System 111 CD transport. Another feature of this new £699.95 device is a concentric chas-
sis design that provides mechanical and electrical isolation for the mechanism and con-
troller. A digitally-controlled tracking servo system continually adjusts the laser system —
apparently, this even compensates for the variable refractive index of individual discs!
The DDS Il provides both
digital and analogue out-
puts; the latter derives
from an 18-bit resolution,
one-bit DAC, while the
digital output is buffered
and jitter-optimised. The
player comes with full
remote control and
has a detachable mains
lead with integrated line
filtering.
= (01494) 441736.

"ﬂ")ﬂclk‘m Y

Audio Alchemy’s highly intelligent DDS III transport.

HI-FI CHOICE

MALCOLM STEWARD PUTS HIS EAR TO THE GROUND OF THE HI-FI JUNGLE, AND REPEATS TO US THE RHYTHM HE PERCEIVES

4 v’theway:
f' Silverado

The
Bigger
Silverado

The distinctive looking Silverado
loudspeaker has evolved during its
eighteen-month existence, from a
compact two-way into a 35kg
heavyweight. The cabinet material
is now 25mm MDF, resulting in
front and rear-panels two inches
thick; while the sand-filled ‘sand-
wich’sides have grown totwo-and-
a-half inches. PVA resin and 150
screws hold the assembly together,
while lead and rubber bonded to the
top and base, along with 8mm
metal studs, aim to reduce cabinet
colouration even further.

The driver complement of two
Dynaudio units remains
unchanged, but the external
Crossover now comes in a resin-
filled MDF enclosure. Finished in
hand-painted Lapis Lazuli Marble
effect or Piano Black lacquer, the
Silverado costs £1,995. Other
models in the range include the
Morel-drivered Raider (from £495
according to finish) which can be
partnered with the Shotgun sub-
woofer. & (0181) 567 0260.

In brief

Citizens of Chester have a new
dealer specialising in top end
British audio. They'll find
Acoustica at 17 Hoole Road,
Chester. = (01244) 34421.

Musical Images is starting 1996
with a series of musical
evenings at its Covent Garden
shop in London. Manufacturers
involved include Arcam, Quad,
Cyrus, and Kenwood.
 (0181) 958 8777.

Monitor Direct is a new service
selling speaker and intercon-
nect cables by mail. A cata-
logue and information are
available by calling
= (01420) 476767.

The Home Cinema Studio, 5 East
Street, Colchester, is a new
dealership dedicated solely to
demonstrating and selling AV
components and systems.
= (01206) 796096.

The Professional Monitor Company
has moved to larger premises
at Unit 72 Haslemere Industrial
Estate, Tewin Road, Welwyn
Garden City, Herts AL7 1BD.

« (01707) 393002.

The Conqueror, Quest and
Congquest valve amplifiers
make up Audio Note UK's new
Compact range. Prices start at
£1,599. = (01273) 220511.

Beyerdynamic has three new,
lightweight headphones
designed specifically for use
with portable equipment. The
DT111 Alpha costs £14.95, the
DT111 Beta £19.95, and the
DT111 Gamma, which has an
in-built volume control, £24.95.
@ (01273) 479411.

QLN has taken over distribution of
Nordost Flatline speaker cable,
interconnects and MoonGlo
digital cables. & (01352)
730251.

Europe wants to outlaw 4mm plugs
but Insert Audio has still devel-
oped two wide-entry versions of
its IA4 banana connectors — to
suit existing equipment, obvi-
ously, Votre Honneur. Designed pp
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THEFRONTEND

SE me, touch me, hear me

Teac has joined the Special Edition club with an SE version of its widely

praised VRDS-10 CD player. The VRDS-10SE naturally uses the
vibration and damping control system of the original model, but
the CMK-3 transport bridge has been redesigned and mounted
on a new heavy duty plate. The major change, however, is in the
audio electronics: the 10SE employs the same twin-DAC7 DAC
and type of PCB layout found in the DT-1 DA converter. The

player sells for £849.95.

Also new is the V-610 cassette deck. This entry-level design
comes with Dolby B, C and HX Pro, a centre mounted transport,
hard Permalloy head, auto tape type selection and a full com-
plement of logic functions for £129. = (01923) 819630.

Nuke ’em!

TDL enters the home cinema fray with its Nucleus
SBR and CCS speakers. The SBR is a transmission
line supplementary bass radiator designed to act as
a subwoofer in conjunction with TDL's Near Field
Monitors or similar compact speakers. The CCS is a
dual-transmission-line centre-channel speaker.

When purchased separately, the SBR costs
£199.95 and the CCS £149.95, though discounts
are available to complete system buyers. For
instance you can buy a CCS and SBR with either
two pairs of NFMs or one pair of RTL2s and a pair
of NFM:s for £499.95. & (01628) 850111.

TDL enters the

home theatre

with a bang.

Make it so,
Number One

The Interspace turntable
from Nottingham Analogue
Studio is shovelling more
coals onto the vinyl resur-
gence fire. Aiming to
deliver audiophile perfor-
mance at an “affordophile”
price, the Interspace uses
the same motor unit found
in the Space Deck. This,
and a “first class” bearing,
fit into a solid fibre-board
plinth. The ‘very damp
platter material’ — that’s
how they described it —
comes topped with a Space
Mat.

Suggested tone-arms to
partner the £450 deck
include the Rega RB250
and RB300, NAS's Space
arm or its new Paragon
No.3. The latter, a parallel
tracker, also sells for £450.
@ (01773) 762947.

Definitively maybe

Sudden Impact

Celestion has added an entry-level floor-stander to its
recently-released Impact range. Like the rest of the series,
the Impact 23 is a high-efficiency design (90dB), which
should ensure that its — ahem — impact isn’t diminished
when low powered amplification is used. Finished in black
ash it sells for £299. = (01473) 322222.

between the ears,
e the Impact 235 are
L

Definitive Technology’s BP2000 is a bipolar loudspeaker design that, according to its importers, will allow the assembly
of some ‘breathtaking’ hi-fi systems for less than £5,000.

Taking most of the credit for this potential are the BP2000’s sideways-firing, fifteen-inch subwoofers driven by on-
board 300W power amplifiers. The low bass is extracted by an integral electronic crossover which has level and equal-
isation controls; furhtermore the bass section should be driven from the main amplifier's speaker connections, or via a
line-level input.

The mid and high frequency drivers — configured as two three-driver arrays — draw their power conventionally from
the main system amplifier. This needn’t be extraordinarily muscular given the speaker’s 92dB sensitivity.

If you'd like to experience “true stereo sub-bass” that descends to 15Hz, proceed to your bank and withdraw £3,600!
@ (0589) 325363.

Back in the Studio

The latest arrival in ProAc’s range is the Studio 150.
This slim, metre-tall floor-stander uses a new cabi-
net design that employs differing material thick-
nesses and heavy damping. Each hand-built enclo-
sure houses two polycarbon bass drivers — uprated
versions of the Tablette 50 woofer — and an
improved version of the Studio Three fabric dome
tweeter.

Supplied in mirror-image pairs, the Studio 150
promises solid stereo imagery allied with bass
whose extension is said to be quite out of proportion
to the size of the cabinets. A wide range of standard
and special-order finishes is available, with prices
starting at £1,399. @ (0181) 207 1150.

No strangers to city life, Proac’s
Studio 150s remain calm.

8 JANUARY 1996

My head
00es
surround
and round

Feeling down because you can’t enjoy
surround sound extravaganzas late
atnight? AKG now offers a solutionin
the K290 surround sound head-
phone, whose circumaural cups con-
tain two pairs of drivers aligned to
provide a “100 per cent surround
sound experience”. Ahem. For
straightforward stereo listening an
adapter is supplied.

The optional but recommended
K290 switchbox allows users to
channel the system’s output either to
the loudspeakers or to two pairs of
headphones — it also contains
impedance-matching circuitry to
connect the headphones to the
speaker outputs of an AV amplifier
Prices are £149 for the K290 and
£100 for the switchbox.

« (0181) 207 5050.

HI-FI CHOICE
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Grand NAD,
we love you

St Winifred's school choir has a lot to answer for.

NAD’s Home Cinema range has expanded with the release
of a new AV receiver and an AV integrated amplifier.

Priced at £479.99, the remote-controlled AV713
receiver provides 50W to the left, centre and right chan-
nels and 30W to the surround speakers. For straightfor-
ward stereo operation it’s rated at 60W. It features Dolby
Pro-Logic and Hall Surround Sound modes along with two
video, three line and a phono input. The FM/AM tuner sec-
tion has thirty presets. There's also a CDR facility —
Controlled Dynamic Range — to perk up late-night, low-
volume listening sessions.

The AV316 integrated is based on the AV713 but with-
out a tuner. Its all-discrete output stages deliver 60W to
the front channels and 30W to the rear, or 75W in stereo
mode. It has two video, four line and one phono input(s),
and comes with remote control and the NAD Link control
bus. The price is £449.99. & (0181) 343 3240.

(0 the music

Q-Bass is the latest sub-bass system from subwoofer supremo REL. Unlike
other REL subs, this new model is a closed-box, rear-firing design. Its fifty
litre cabinet contains a 300mm doped paper-cone driver powered by an on-
board 40W amplifier. Active Bass Control circuitry allows the £349.95 unit
to be tailored to its own particular room and speakers, while a Set-Safe cir-
cuit protects the speaker from being over-driven. & (0181) 207 5050.

MLs hampers of
Amperes

Mark Levinson has launched a trio of new power
amplifiers based on its famous No.33 Reference
Monaural design. The No. 331, 332 and 333 are
smaller, dual-mono, DC-coupled offerings rated at
100, 200 and 300W respectively.

All three models provide balanced operation
using new voltage-gain circuits that eliminate the
need for a buffer stage at the inverting input. The
output stages use selected bipolar transistors, cur-
rent-rated to supply at least ten times the ampli-
fier's nominal output into two-Ohm loads. In the
333, for instance, which pumps out 1200W into
two Ohms — roughly 25A — the output stage
devices are rated for a total of 256A. Along with
variable bias circuitry and independent, heavy-
duty power supplies, this topology is said to deliver
“effortless” dynamics.

Naturally, this amount of beef doesn’t come
cheap. The 331 costs £4,495, the 332 is £6,495,
and a 333 will set you back £8,495.

@ (01494) 441736.

High end muscle courtesy of Mark Levinson.

JVC'’s UX-Dé66: a mini that kicks butt!

IC's B

Mutha System

UPDATE

In brief

to accommodate heavy cables,
both screw and solder varieties
cost £3.95 per pair.

% (0181) 336 0110.

Acoustic Energy has moved to new,
larger premises at 16 Bridge
Road, Cirencester CL7 1PU.
Neil Truckell has left GLL to
become the company’s Sales
and Marketing manager.
= (01285) 654432.

The Bristol Hi-Fi Show, now
renamed Sound & Vision
Bristol, will take place at the
Marriot Hotel between 23 and
25 February, 1996.

If you're within striking distance of
Watermillock-on-Ullswater and
fancy hearing the ATC200A
active monitors being demon-
strated on December 2 or 3, call
Lakeland Home Music.
= (017684) 86235.

The second batch of VideoCDs
from Polygram includes Tommy
- The Movie, Dire Straits —
Live on the Night, The Who - 30
Year Maximum R&B Live, Abba
— More Abba Gold, and Wet
Wet Wet — Greatest Hits.
Buyers will also receive a free
Polygram VideoCD Music sam-
pler. = (0181) 910 5000.

Sidney Shure, founder of Shure
Bros., the world's largest
microphone and phono car-
tridge manufacturer, died
recently at his Chicago home
aged 93.

Audio Enhancement's spiked
Sempre plinth is built to order
from 1.25-inch marble and
2mm stainless steel. A 24-inch-
square model, suitable for sup-
porting large amplifiers, retails
for £599.99. = (01784) 244944
or (0181) 759 2169.

Sevenoaks Hi-Fi will host three
musical evenings in Croydon,
Watford and Essex during
February, featuring products
from Meridian, Cyrus, Audiolab
and Monitor Audio.
= (01732) 742299.

Vivanco has a new range of soft,
waterproof bags for carrying
personal CD and cassette play-

ers, CDs and tapes. They come
in black, navy and dark red,
and cost between £6.99 and
£13.99. = (01442) 231616
Alphason’s £39.95 RS-1 stand is
designed to support rear chan-
nel speakers, and is adjustable
in height between 30mm and
1.2m. = (01942) 678000.
Harman Kardon's latest AV amps
and receivers all use fully dis-
crete amplifier stages, the lat-
est Dolby decoder chips and
provide line-level pre-outs. The
35W AVR10 and 60W AVR21 [T

The UX-D66 is, we're told, the most powerful micro system JVC has produced. Helping it deliver more dynamic, richer
bass than its compact proportions would suggest possible are a 2 x 20W amplifier and speakers incorporating the
Dynamic Axial-Drive Woofer System. This uses two 10cm woofers mounted back to back with a metal bar linking their
magnets. The micro’s Active Hyper Bass Pro System has a new Q-control circuit that dynamically controls the range of
boost frequencies, extending bass without causing a sag in the midrange.

Apart from this the £380 price includes a one-bit CD player with digital output, an AM/FM tuner with thirty presets,
and an auto-reverse, Dolby B cassette deck. = (0181) 450 3282.

Isis down for a full house

After a ten-year stint, Castle's Trent has sailed down the river to be replaced by a loudspeaker with an equally fluvial name, the /sss. A completely

new design, this port-loaded, bi-wired two-way uses the company’s new 25mm composite dome tweeter and a 130mm bass driver with specially
profiled polypropylene cone. Sensitivity is given as 88dB, much of the credit for which goes to the generously specified magnet systems.

The Isis costs £229.90 in standard finishes — black Ash, Cherry, antique, medium or natural Oak, Mahogany and Walnut; or £269.90 in Yew
or Rosewood. & (01756) 795333. =
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IF WE NEED MORE MONEY
WE WON'T BUILD MORE SPEAKERS.
WE'D RATHER RAISE OUR PRICES.

Rumour has it there are companies which turn out a problems as well as our famous superfast Esotar tweeters

hundred thousand speakers a (whose backwards-radiated energy is completely

month. For any truth-loving Dane, absorbed for echo-free sound reproduction).
this is a worst case scenario. After Each speaker is controlled 86 times hefore it’s
all, the 14 people who build our

officially declared fit for sale.

cabinets are qualified master car-

penters. The last time these guys The result? Every Dynaudio is a perfect, pre-

heard the word assembly line was cious instrument, meticulously handerafted,

at school. from truly superior materials, in extremely
limited nuumbers. To create beautiful, true music,
In our workshop you won’t find and nothing else. If you want to experience the
machines spitting out cabinets like popeorn. Dynaudio effeet, please call us at 708 288 1767 or fax us
at 708 288 1853 for the addresses of

Instead, a true old-world-craftsman, our

Hugo Nielsen, saws and cuts, sands and the few true
veneers for three days on just one Confi-
dence 3 (the one our company raccoon
Knudsenis walkingaway fromin the pic).
And stout chief tester Erik *The Ear’
Nielsen checks the legendary

dealersand

oversized voice-coils, the flat a free copy of our justly famous

membrane geometry and the minimization of phase “Book of Truth”. It gives a priceless performance. too.

Z . % v

DANES DON T LIE."



THE FRONT END

Extreme noise terror

JBL has three new big box loudspeakers that unashamedly aim to shove
music ‘in yer face, missus'. Fashioned with some of the company’s more
brutish professional designs in mind — JBL's description, not ours — the
bookshelf 7LX50, TLX60 and floor-standing TLX70 are rugged three-ways
finished in black Ash vinyl. The TLX50 costs £249.99, the TLX60 £299.99
and the TLX70 £399.99.

Ifyou prefer small boxes to big boxes but still want a powerful PA punch,
there are another six new models in the TLX series designed to provide
dynamic dynamite. Prices for the TLX111, 121, 151, 161, 171 and 181
range from £139.99 to £599.99; there’s also a TLXI103 centre channel
speaker for £129.99. @ (0181) 207 5050.

Forget

subtlety,

think ‘take

no prisoners’

with JBL |
TLXs. ;

Try making

a sonic link

o with some-
I thing pink!

I/ 4 i

Think Silver Pink

Improve the clarity of your high frequencies with SonicLink's Silver Pink
interconnects. £35 buys you a one-metre stereo pair of the new cables,
which comprise nineteen strands of silver-plated copper wire, insulated
with PTFE, wrapped in a silver-plated copper braided screen, and swaddled
in a flexible pink outer sheath. A half-metre set of leads costs £30, while
longer lengths for home theatre use are also available — five metres for
£75 and ten metres for £125. All cables come with gold-plated phono plugs.
@ (01332) 361390/674929

UPDATE

In brief

receivers sell for £379.99 and
£499.99, while the 35W AVI 100
and 60W AV/ 150 amps cost
£299.99 and £449.99.

= (0181) 207 5050.

Canon has three new home-cin-
ema kits. The £499.95 starter
pack provides five speakers
and decoder/amplifier, while
the £699.95 enhanced kit
includes a subwoofer and a
higher-performance centre
channel. The third kit, for
upgrading existing hi-fi sys-
tems, costs £489.95, and
includes a decoder, rear and
centre channel speakers.

« (0181) 773 3173.

May Audio and Sequence Design
have moved to Aireside Mills,
Cononley, Keighley, West Yorks,
BD20 8LW. = (01535) 632700.

The Power Plant, “Brighton’s pre-
mier hi-fi dealer”, has opened
the town’s first Bang & Olufsen
Centre at 67 Upper North
Street. “In keeping with the
Power Plant’s policy of only
stocking the best, itis now
bringing Denmarks most stylish
audio equipment to Brighton.”
Allegedly. = (01273) 771888

The louder the hetter

Break out the ear defenders and bolt down your ornaments! Polk’s Signature Reference Theatre speaker system comes with an SPL meter and
a warning of extreme sound pressure levels in the area. Purporting to pump out 110dB at 30Hz, and over 120dB on broad-band material, it

should satisfy all but the hungriest level freaks.

With a recommended price of £9,500, this system is hardly in the budget category, but you do get a veritable van-load of components for
the outlay. This includes seven loudspeaker enclosures, a control box and remote control.
Two powered subwoofers double as supports for the left and right speakers, each of which contains an array of nine drivers configured to
provide an expansive sound stage. A five-driver centre channel speaker and a pair of dipole surrounds complete the thirty-five driver line-up.
The SRT Control Center gives extensive control over the subwoofers, and allows users to program separate settings for music and video.
Back in the real world, Polk’s more modest RT3, 5 and 7 were designed primarily for music, but magnetic shielding and extended bass
response also makes these new speakers suitable for AV use. Prices have been set at £189.90, £249.90 and £299.90 respectively for these

89dB two-way designs. = (01727) 827311.

True Dynaudio Dealers.

Holburn Hifi, 441 Holburn St, Aberdeen, 01224-585713

W.M. Coupar, 8-12 Wellmeadow, Blairgowie, 01250-872436
W.M. Coupar, 33 Reform St, Dundee, 01382-229588

W.M. Coupar, 9 Scott St, Perth, 01738-634809

The Music Room, 98 Bath St, Glasgow, 0141-3325012

Richer Sounds, 34 Wellington Quay, Dublin, 0103531-6719666
Richer Sounds, 40-41 Smithfield, Belfast

HiFi Experience, 17 Coniscliffe Rd, Darlington, 01325-481418

Music Matters, 351 Hagley Rd, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 0121-4292811
Music Matters, 93-95 Hobs Moat Rd, Solihull, Bimingham, 0121-7420254
Harrogate Hifi Centre, 15 Commercial St, Harrogate, 01432-504274
Comnflake Shop, 37 Windmill St, London, 0171-6310472

Nichols Hifi, 430-432 Lee High Rd, Lewisham, London, 0181-8525780
Performance Hifi Systems, 5 London Rd, Sevenoaks, Kent, 01732740425
Worthing Audio, 20 Teville Gate Precinct, West Sussex, 01903-212133
Music Matters, 156-157 Lower High St, Stourbridge, 01384-444184

Danes don't lie.

HI-FI CHOICE
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for dlscus for instruments ranging from the wickedest rock guitar to thlmdmlls church organs;
only Wharfedale has the ability to give your music the power, the realism, the drama that you really
deserve. VALDUS speakers are efficient so you get more sound out into the room for each watt of
power delivered by the amplifier. VALDUS takes loudspeaker design into a new era;

a new age; a new dimension. Connect-up; Power-up; Volume-up;

and say goodbye to your neighhours.

BRITAIN'S MOST FAMOUS LOUDSPEAKERS g 200 &)

Wharfedale International Limited, Sandleas Way, Leeds LS15 8AL England.
Telephone: 0113 260 1222 Fax: 0113 260 0267 £89.95 £109.95 £149.95 £139.95

£299.95




Waxings

Jason Kennedy still hasn't found exactly what he’s looking for,
but he may have re-discovered one piece of the audio puzzle.

>ve worked on Hi-fi Choice since its
transmogification from A5 to A4 in
1987, and I still haven’t found my
dream hi-fi system! I don’t even
know which philosophy I'd pursue if [ had
to choose one: the dynamic path that’s scat-
tered with tonearms, tubes and horns or the
neutral yet far from mature route into the
promise of digital wonderland. Life might
be simpler if you nail your colours to the
mast and stick with a single philosophy, but
it’s a lot more interesting to listen to all the
variations. At least that way you don’t get
fixated on one facet of the game to the
expense of the others. But it ain’t easy.

[ have, however, recently rediscovered the
delights and capabilities of a loudspeaker for
which I'd consider shelling out lucre. This is
theinconveniently heavy butremarkablychar-
acterless Electrofluidics Sonolith 2.2xi. Recently
the manufacturer of this audiophile obelisk,
Paddy Hanscombe, invited me to a press con-
ference at ACQO, the company that produces
the polyester polymerconcrete cabinetsforthe
Sonoliths. Thisconcernisbased atthe Cranfield
Institute of Technology, where the original
Townsend Roc* ~wntable was first designed
(whichusedsin. . material tothese speakers
atitsinception). Also, this place ishome to the
productionothighprecisionbedsforlathesand
electron microscopes,amongotherthings. The
latteraremorefussyabouttheinertnessotwhat
they are sitting on than the worst piece of hi-fi
kit,andifIcouldafford oneofthese massopti-
mised beds for my turntable, I'd die a happy
audio maniac. However, the gist of their spiel
wasthatpolymerconcretes have very highself
dampingcombinedwithahigherresonantfre-
quency than MDF.

When you combine this technology with
Ted Jordan’s aluminium coned drivers, you
getaloudspeakerwith solittlecharacterthat
afussy buggerlike me hasn’tbeen able tocrit-
iciseit withoutfirstsuspectingsomeotherele-
ment of the system. The Sonoliths have defi-
nitely improved since I last had them (nearly
ayearago). Higherspeccrossoversandinter-
nal Monolithcablehave bothmadetheirmark
on what was already a very revealing, wide-
bandwidthloudspeaker. What’smostinspir-
ingisnotthesolidand prodigious bass, or the
spectacular three-dimensional imaging, but
an ability to show up significant differences
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between software. As
LLeonard Norwitz
explained inissue 145,
themostimportantindi-
cation of an audio sys-
tem’s worth is its abili-
tytoresolvedifferences
betweenrecordings. The
Sonoliths aren’ttremen-
dously efficient, and
therefore they don’t
havetheeaseanddynam-
ics that you find with
horns. Despite this, how-
ever, they are probably
the bestspeakersI'veever
used for resolving vari-
ations in software. Of
course they also reveal
limitationsin therestof
thesystem,and thesearch
for a truly transparent
yetpowerfulandphase
linearamplifierhasbeen
refuelled. The digital
Harman might do the
trick, butit’sstillnear-
ly a yearaway and will
not be fitted with an
ADC. Perhaps Lars
Risbo(Harman’sDane
on the case) could build a digital phono stage
to match once he’s got the amp sorted?
Themusicalresultofall thisresolution,apart
fromtheaudiophilianervosaregardingtheampli-
fiers, is tremendously engaging sonic enter-
tainment. Yeaverily,Iwastornawayfrom The
X Files by the need to listen to Mahler’s Fifth
(1969 Sir John Barbirollion LP) and FSOL’s
Smokin’ Japanese Babe,amongmanyothers.
Atthe moment,the Sonolithscost£3,250,but
ifhistorical presidentappliesthey’llgetmore
expensive—possibly quitealotmore—when
Electrofluidics gets seriously into export.

Tricks of the trade

It’s an inevitable fact of manufacturing that
smallcompaniesstartoffwithamargintocover
the local market. They sell productto dealers
in the same country and if they’re organised
they’llmakeabitofprofit. Then,ifthey’rereal-
ly lucky, they start selling a bit more and for-
eign distributors get interested. That’s when

Sonolith 2.2xi: wideband, metal
cone, polymer concrete madness!

things start getting expensive. The distribu-
tor wants his cut and the product usually has
toincrease inprice byatleastathird. Athome
and abroad, distributorsdon’tlike the idea of
their customersgoingto the country of origin
to make a saving which more than covers the
air fare. A concept is worth bearing in mind
next time a new company comes along with
acomponent that takes your fancy.

To return momentarily to the Roksan
Xerxes 10(Statementsp.33),Ididn’thave space
inthe reviewtopointoutthatdespiteanycrit-
icismsImayhavemadethisturntable (aswith
many other decent designs) is still a few
leagues ahead of CD. Although thegapisalot
smallerthanitusedtobe,agooddecklikethis
can still bring music to life in a far more con-
vincingmanner,achievingagreatsense oftim-
ing and three-dimensional imaging without
effort. The converted will already know this,
butif our postbag is anything to go by, there
are a lot of you yet to be initiated.
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Unique geometrical structure which includes a
3-dimensional dome significantly reduces resonances
produced hy ‘standing waves’ within the enclosure. A
further reduction of spurious noise provides a strong, solid
hass, comhined with a crisp mid and high frequency. The

musical precision is audibly superior.

The cassettes utilise advanced composite materials
as used in aerospace design. A rigidity that
achieves optimal azimuth stability. A ‘softness’ and
flexihility that dampens mechanical vibrations
transmitted from the motors. And a geometry that

reduces resonance from within the enclosure.

A uniguely designed transparent friction sheet placed
hetween the cassette hub and casing allows smoother
tape rotation. This embossed sheet reduces rotation
torque to one guarter of standard tapes and shows a

significant improvement in wow and flutter.

Record on the new 353 tape and hear the difference.
It’s as simple as that.
353 tape has been designed to convey the superior dynamics

and clarity of digital sound from analogue tape.

etording guality.

Reduced modulation noise, improved definition, higher
output, and superb flat frequency response.
From the deepest bass to the purest acoustic highs.

353 liberates recorded music.

lassette featured 353 Studio IV Metal. Range includes Ferric, Chrome and Metal tapes)




£ 89
~/

w0/ ]

The Studio IV goes beyond most new metal tape
properties. It not only produces excellent high
frequency levels but also provides an exquisite

balance within the total musical spectrum while

reducing noise to a minimum. The ultimate

cassette for reproducing any musical source.

ensive research, the newly developed
STUDIO IV pure metal tape utilises perfectly
shaped and densely packed super fine magnetic

crystals dispersed uniformly over the tape surface.

ade possible by the latest advances in resin moulding technology,

the tape support surface is totally free from curvature. Together
with precision engineered vertical guide pins, the rock steady tape
path ensures accurate azimuth which greatly reduces phase

differences hetween left and right signals.

Every cassette may look the same from the outside. But it’s
the performance inside that counts. Compare 353 with your
usual brand of tape and discover the advantage for yourself.

353. Advanced audio and video cassettes.

Exclusive UK & Eire Distribution: Sennheiser UK Lid, Freepost, Loudwater, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8BR. Telephone: 01628 850811. Fax: 01628 850958.
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The latest Rega

stack system,

complete with

the new Planar 9

turntable.
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Rega Planar 9; HAL
2xEXON, XEL

Fancy a bit of long term satisfaction?
Rega may well have the answer with a
complete turntable based remote system.

covered Rega’s recently modified

XEL speaker in my last Sessions
foray (August), but the arrival of pre-
amp HAL, monoblock power amp
EXON and—mosteagerly anticipat-
edofall—theredoubtable new Planar
9 turntable precipitated this review of
the systemin full flow.

The Planar9takesRegarightupinto
Sondek territory, with its £1,600 tag
nearly five times that of the evergreen
Planar 3. Thefamiliar RB300tonearm
is common to both, likewise the flop-
py-hinged lid, but P9’sarm hasalove-
ly gunmetal surface finish, while the
tapered hardwood frame gives a sleek
elegance few can match. The piece de
résistanceand thebiggestcontribution
tothecostisthe white ceramic platter,
madefromaluminiumoxide. Originally
developedtomakethe protective nose-
cones of missiles, this is several steps
further up the hardness, stiffness and

massladdersthanRega’straditional glass
platter material.
Thesystemelectronics fitinto four
identical and exceptionally slim
cast/finned cases (similar tothe Elicit
integratedamp). Oneistheturntable’s
electronic power supply, another the
remote-control HAL preamplifier
(£998),andtheremainingtwoarea pair
of EXONmonoblock poweramps,each
packingasubstantial 150Wpowerout-
putand costing £598. With interlinks
supplied, speaker connection was via
Rega’s own low-cost £1.58/m flat
cable,andthepickupcartridge wasthe
£74 Elys. There’salsoanattractivecom-
ponentrack (see pic) whichmaybeextend-
ed by adding modules, but which does
not cater for the turntable.
Easytosetupandinstall,theno-fuss-
or-aggravation factor is a major plus,
helped by oneofthenicestremotehand-
sets on the hi-fi block (even ifitis left-
handed). Loadsof power givesa sense
of authority and effortlessness, espe-
ciallyastheperformanceisimpressively
consistentacrossawidedynamicrange.
I’sashame thereisn’tspace ortime
toexploretheindividual components
inisolation here. The new turntable is
clearly outstanding, par-
ticularly in midband

integrity and dynamicrange,andissome-
whatconstrained by the MM cartridge
normally fitted — substituting a
Dynavectormovingcoilcertainly paid
dividends.

The overall sound is agile and
detailed, butinaveryrelaxedandlaid-
back way, so that it sort of sucks you
gently into the music rather than tak-
ingaram-it-down-your-throatapproach.
Infact,Ifoundtheamps/speakersalit-
tletoo distant when fed froman exter-
nal source, but the up-front character
of the turntable fits in exceedingly
well. If I do have a criticism, it’s that
the bassend could be betterdeveloped,
asbothextensionand dynamicexpres-
sion seem a bit limited here. There are
plenty of other ways of spending four
grand on a record player, but [ doubt
manywillmatch thisRega package for
long term satisfaction.

Rega Research Ltd @ (01702) 333071
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Technics SU-C100/SE-
A1000 Pre/Power Amps
Forget black minimalist integrated amps:
getaload of this gorgeous Technics
pre/power. Power meters are go.

Even after all these years, I still find
myself seduced by the appearance
ofhi-figear. And seeing the pictures of
this new Technics pre-/power combi-
nation,withvastilluminatedswinging
needle power meters occupying most
of the front panel, triggered nostalgic
m  riesof thosemassiveJapanesesuper-
amps of the >70s and *80s.

Oneimportantdifferenceisthatthose
behemothsofyesteryearcostthousands,
whereas this SU-C1000/SE-A1000
combo comes in at a quite modest
£350+£400.Andifyou’remainlyinter-
ested in the style, two very similar
looking dis-integrated models, the
£400SU-A800D and£500 900D, both
have separate box preamps whichtake
their supplies from the power amp .

Althoughitsstyleimitatesthoseear-
lierheavyweights, thenew Technicscon-
structionisstrictly pressedsteelrather
thancastings,albeitwithvibration-resis-
tant bases. The C1000’s key technical
tweak is ‘virtual battery operation’, a
configurationwhicheffectively buffers
its power supply from the mains volt-
agebymeansofarechargeablebattery
pack.Fullsystemremotecontrolispro-
vided via a handset which would ben-
efit from some simplification. The
MOSFET stereo powerampisrated at
70W/eight Ohms.

I’salongwhilesincel’veauditioned
a full feature mid-price amp from one
of the big multi-nationals, and I have
to say the experience was disappoint-
ing. Firstimpressions were

Needles of delight courtesy of the very
polished SU-C/SE-A1000 from Technics.
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that the sound was as
nostalgic as the presentation, with
none of the excitement I’ve found
recently withsimplerspecialistintegrated
models like the Densen Bear or Rega
Elicit. Things perked up a bit after an
overnightwarm-up,andto be fair, the
midband is pleasing enough — sweet,
mellifluous and transparent, with fine
delicate detailing. The top end, how-
ever,soundsdullandundynamic,while
the bass has a certain sludgy, smudgy
(orshould thatbe stodgy) quality. The
SU-A/C1000combo willcertainly win
friendsforexcellent presentation,copi-
ous features and fine flexibility, but I
can’tsee it having much impact on the
sound quality debate.
Panasonic UK Ltd = (0990) 357357

Rotel RT940AX Tuner
A separates tuner within (infra-red)
grasp of the modern couch potato —
that's the new wireless from Rotel.

i-fi tuners don’t wear out, and they
have a useful lifespan of a genera-
tionormore. However,theradiospec-
trum has changed: there are many

morestationsoutthere,andgettingup
tograzethe AM/FM bandsseemssomuch
ofachoreafteradecade’spractice with
TV and VCR remote controls.

Towhich’90sdilemmaRotelmight
have the solution, in the shape of the
£200 RT940A X remotecontrol tuner.
This sports 20 pre-sets, plus a full ros-
ter of audiophile component tweaks,
butno RDS or Long Wave AM.

A tuneris very muchagame of two
halves, the first of which involves the
RF capturing of stations from the
aether, and thesecondthe processing
and deliveringoftheaudiosignalprop-
er. Unfortunately, the two objectives
tendtoconflict,andinthisRotel’scase
the former is given scant regard. The
reception of distant, weak stations in
proximity tostronger local onesis, frankly,
poor, and often non-existent.

The940acquitteditselfbetterwith
strongsignalsand an audiophile con-
text,althoughitseemedatadmoresus-
ceptible to ‘birdies’ interference, and
wassomewhat lessopenand airy than
anupmarketreference. Onbalanceit’s
acompetentdesign forlocalreception,
but not much good for those interest-
ed in long distance work.

Gamepath = (01908) 317707

Surf the dial with
Rotel’s remote control
RT940AX tuner.




[t's not just

At the centre of a Mordaunt-Short midrange
driver you'll tind a phase plug instead of the
conventional dust-cap used by other loudspeaker

companies.
Why a phase plug?

Technically speaking, a phase plug matches the
dispersion characteristics of the midrange driver
at the upper end of its passband with the
dispersion characteristics of the tweeter at the
lower end of its passband, but then you already

knew that.

What really matters is the improved
performance through those all important
midrange frequencies (that's where your ears are
most sensitive). The result is that voices sound
more natural, instruments more real and
performances more convincing. A seamless
presentation that lets you get on with enjoying

your favourite music.

We are so convinced of the merits of phase plugs
that you'll find them on products as diverse as
the CS-1 compact speaker and the Performance
860 loudspeaker.

So you could say, it's not just a phase.

For your FREE Mordaunt-Short literature pack
and a more detailed technical explanation,
call now on 0374 506550 (24 hours)

Calls charged at national rate
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KEF Coda 8 Speakers
Sibling rivalry takes a new turn, as the
Coda 8 follows its kid brother’'s
illustrious footsteps in Paul’s system.

On, then, to the speaker-fest, which
consists of a couple of new-ish big
sellers (the £180 KEF Coda 8 and
Richer Sounds’ £200 floorstanding
Gale 4), Acoustic Energy’s first foray
into the genuine mass market (the
£200 AE100); something quite pre-
posterous but delightful from Bandor
(the£330Picture); B&W’snew Kevlar-
coned DM602 (£280); acouple of car
speakers with interesting domestic
implications (Cerwin Vegaand RCL);
plussometinywirelessinfrareddevices
from Sony.

KEF’s Coda 7 is currently leading
the budget miniaturemarketplace, but
foranextrafiftyquid,the Coda 8 com-
binessimilarly smooth,streamlinedstyling
withalargermaindriverand box. This
is likely to bring small but significant
increasesin bassoutput,loudnesscapa-
bility, power handling and efficiency,
butthecrucial questionmustbe whether
it manages to capture the same holis-
ticmagic as the smaller 7.

Coda 8: Living in the shadow of a legend.

I no longer had the 7s to hand for
side by side (or sequential) subjective
comparison,butdohavethemeasured
dataavailable. Carefulscrutiny shows
how closely practice follows theory—
and that the news isn’t all good. The
Coda 8 does indeed give more output
through the bass and midband, about
6dB better below SOHz and 1-3dB
more 50-700Hz, which indicate that
thislargermodelneedstobealittle fur-
ther out from the wall (say 2ft) to
avoidmidbassexcess. ’dgiveitanover-
all 89dB rating.

However,the Coda 8islessimpres-
sive through the top half of the spec-
trum, withamildsuckoutreplacingthe
7’ssmooth 1-2kHztransition,andamar-
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ginally more peaky treble (around 7-
8Hz). Thisallcorrelateswell with the
listening experience,whichisofasim-
ilarly open yet somewhat firmer bal-
ance, butwithoutthemidband sweet-
ness and coherence of the smaller
model. Coda 8 willcertainly delivermore
sound than Coda 7, but whether this
is a better sound is open to debate and
personal preference.

KEF @ (01622) 672261

Acoustic Energy AE100
Speakers

Acoustic Energy, renowned for top
flight miniatures, has produced its first
loudspeaker for the masses.

AcousticEnergyisbestknown forcre-
atingsome ofthe smallest,most beau-
tifulandexpensiveloudspeakerson plan-
etEarth. Nottomention pioneering the
surgeof’80sinterestinmetal diaphragm
driveunits. Sowhatthe heckisthiscom-
pany doing introducing something
with a paper cone at £200 the pair?
Generating some production volume
for the new factory might be one pos-
sibleexplanation...

Whateverthe motivation,the AET00
isaneatenough
looking device,
if perhaps a
shade conven-
tional by AE
standards. It’s
reasonablevalue
for money in a
marketcontext,
too, withatough
little MDF box
port-loading a
pressed frame
driver
doped pulp cone.
There’s no superfi-
cial reason why such ingre-

dients shouldn’t come together
well, though my firstimpression was
ofaratherdull, thickand undistinguished
sound. Response measurements pro-
videdsomeexplanation:
the bass align-
ment indicated
fairlyclose-to-wall
placement, which
in turn left the mid-
band output 3-4dB
below the bass. Free
space gave a flatter
(but not smooth)
broad midband,
but left the mid-
bassshy. Attheendof
theday, all of this actu-
ally seems to correlate
quite well with a dull and
undistinguished sound.
Acoustic Energy @ (01285) 6544323

with

Twin ports and

pointy dust caps
Bandor Picture Speakers
Banish unsightly black boxes from the
living room with a pair of Pictures, the
new 5cm thick speaker from Bandor.

Energy’s AE100.

I couldn’tbelieve the Bandor Pictures
whenlfinally managedtoextractthem
fromthepacking. Onlytwoinchesthick
and with a lone, tiny, metal-cone dri-
ver:toconsiderthisahi-fispeakerseemed
absurd.
However,that’swhat’ssoentertaining
aboutthishi-figame— somethingtotal-
ly unlikely comes right outand smash-
es you in the preconceptions. The
Picturesdon’tdefy thelawsofphysics,
of course, and the performance enve-
lopehassignificantlimitations, butwith-
in those constraints the results prove
to be a constant surprise, fre- .
quently accompanied by ;}
delight. e ==
[>ve
developeda g@ = 8 =
tasteforsin-
gle-driversys-
temsoverthe

pastfewyears,

and

while

acknowledgingthis
; is partly a fascination
withtheesoteric, there’sstill
something about the overall

Not the University
Challenge trophy
but Bandor's

Picture speakers.
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Don't believe all that
you read in the press...

just this bit:

B&W has pulled the stops well and
fruly out for these speakers, and boy
does the result sound good... the
601's sound like the voice coils of
Cod. Uptotheminute design, gold-
plated biwirable sockefs: they're a

bargain - magnificent for £200.

What Hi-Fi, November 1995

LISTEN A N D Y OU " LL S EE
For details and stockists of the 600 range of loudspeakers, ‘phone B&W UK on 01903-750750
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44 coherence which more than compen-

sates for the colorations which come
from trying to persuade a single
diaphragm to cover the full
frequency range.

Thetwo-inchthicknessisequal-
ly important when it comes to posi-
tioning. Not just because it’s very easy
to install them by hanging on the wall
likeapicture,butbecausethedriverwill
coupleacousticallytothewalllikea flush-
mountedspeaker,with benefitsin mid-
band smoothness. I had already over-
come the initial surprise ofdiscovering
that these tinies were indeed to be
taken seriously when I ran the risk of
sinewave testing. They survived, and
showed quiteclearly whythey’d sound-
ed so good beforehand. The response
isoneofthesmoothestandflattestI’ve
encountered.

There’saslightpeakat IkHz,atiny
dip around 2kHz, the treble gets a bit
ragged above SkHz, and naturally,
the bass is limited. But even here, the
room-mode peaks at 55Hz and 30Hz
registerat4dBand-11dB.Combinethe
very low 81dB sensitivity with a nom-
inal 30W power handling and the real
compromise with this design is its lim-
ited loudness capability.

Thisislikely torule out the Bandor
Picturesas amainsystemspeaker for
most people, but would make it ideal
forsmallbedrooms,studiesand thelike.
It’salsoexceptionally well suited tosur-
round sound duties, in both acoustic
and installation terms.

At £330, Pictures are maybe a bit
pricey for their performance, and the
presentation isn’t all that it might be.
Butthey’restill sweetlittledevices, won-
derfullycoherentwhenreproducingvoic-
esatmodestlevels.Inaddition,they’re
beautifullyeasy and discreettoinstall.
Bandor = (01494) 714058

Naim NA AV1 Surround
Processor

Much to the surprise of the Flat Earth
society, Naim has joined the AV
revolution with an idiosyncratic decoder.

Draggedkickingand screamingisnot
quitetherightcliché,butthere’s been
acertainairofbaffled bemusementabout
the AVissuein British hi-fi circles over
thepastcoupleofyears: ‘Hi-fiisabout
the music thing, and it’s done stereo-
phonically, not Pro-Logically.’

I have considerable sympathy (not
tomentionenvy)forthe musicloverwith
spaceand fundstoallocateseparaterooms
and systems to the distinct enjoyment
of music and television. However, in
the real world of limited means, most
people will want to combine their AV
and hi-fientertainment. Indeed, one set
of equipment ought to handle both, if
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onlybecauseasingle systemshouldalways
sound better than two different ones
at half the price each.

How toachievethishasbecomethe
bigissue,especially because of various
contradictionsbetween thetwoapproach-
es.Naim hasopted foraminimalist ‘least
intrusion’ approach. The Naim AV1
is more an extractor than a processor,
since the fundamental tenet is to leave
the main leftand rightstereo channels
entirelyalone. Thestereopreampfeeds
the poweramp(s) exactlyasbefore,but
asecondpre-outsignalfeedsthe proces-
sor,whichoperatesin thedigital domain
toextractanddelaytwo (full bandwidth)
surround/rear channels.

There’s no Dolby involved here,
andnodialoguechanneleither,and Naim
further encourages the use of a room-
projector for the pictures, to avoid the
sonicdegradationofputtingalargeplas-
tic-and-glass TV set in between the
mainloudspeakers. The AV I isindeed
wonderfully unintrusive, yet also
undoubtedlyeffectiveinopeningupthe
sound-space and adding some extra
weight. Butit’salsoratherexpensiveat
£1,600 (plust£700foraNAP140power
amptodrive therears), especially since
it’svirtually bereftoffacilities. Thelack
ofremote control oranylevel setting test
arrangements (difficultconsideringthe
architecture)are particularly irksome.
Naim Audio Ltd & (01722) 332266

Mission M- Time AV-Gram
The Mission AV-Gram has finally been
launched, so Paul went to Huntingdon to
see what all the fuss is about.

M ission’smagnificent M-Time (£2,250)
takesa quite opposite approach to
Naim’sA V1. Thismostimaginativecon-
cept is brim-full of extras, but so care-
fully thought through that it all seems
logicalandintuitive. The unititselfmas-
querades as a TV console/plinth, pro-
vidingsupportforthebiggestand heav-
iestsets and accommodation fora cou-
ple of sources (VCR, satellite etc.).
Cunningly disguised as part of the
structureare two (activelydriven)sub-
woofers,an MW/FMradiotuner,aDolby
Pro-Logicsurround processorand over
500W to drive everything along (con-
figured asnine channels).

Thiswasanaway fixture,sol’vehad
noopportunity yetforleisurely hands-
onexperience,ortorunthetestgearover

the subwoofers. But [ was taken in by
theease withwhichitslipped fromone
roletoanother—afinestereohi-fione

moment, and the full movie surround
experience the next. Adding surround
effect to stereo music also seemed very
effective.Listingthefeaturesin full will
havetowaitforaproperreview,butthe
automatictesttonelevelsettingisclever
and effective, while the ability to oper-
ate a second independent zone (via its
own RF through-the-walls remote
handset)isafurtherbonus. The factthat
theelectronicsand subs fitundera TV
set also makes it beautifully discreet.
Mission & (01480) 451777

Cerwin Vega Al-62/RCL
CS65

Have you got a black ceiling? Do you want
rear suround channels without the
boxes? If so look at what ICE has to offer.

ven more discreet than Bandor’s
Picturesandconsiderably lessexpen-
sive (but a lot more difficult to install)
thein-carhi-fispeakercan proveaninter-
esting prospect for in-home use, too. |
recently reviewed a quartet of (nomi-
nal) 6.5inch car units— co-axial two-
wayswhichmightbe

fitted to a parcel

& ns o2

Two distinctive

. approaches to the

. surround sound sce-
nario courtesy Naim
(above) and Mission.

A pair of free-
range Cerwin-
Vegas for your
stud wall.
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THE FRONT END

Will you look at the size of that magnet!

shelf or door panel. Out of curiosity, |
putthemthroughasimilar measurement
programme to the one L use for in-wall
speakers, with interesting results.

When [ group-tested some in-wall
speakersafewyearsback,myfavourite
wasthelittleco-axial KEF CQ 160, yet
some of these car units turned out to
represent interesting alternatives.
Wallspeakersassuchareonlyfeasible
wherecavity wallsareavailable, butif
thatisn’tthe case, ceilings (oreven floors)
may also suit the purpose.

AswiththeBandor Pictures,themost
likely role is in a secondary room, or
foraddingdiscreetsurroundsound capa-
bilities to an existing system. Note
that because of the voltage limitations
of car electrics, these speakers are all
four Ohm devices, so it might be safer
toconnecttheminseries(ieaneight Ohm
load)ifusingalowcostsurround amp.
Theadvantagesofthe car-speakers,how-
ever, include very rugged build, rela-
tively high sensitivity and good inher-
ent bassdamping.

Two setsthatparticularlytook my
fancywerethe Cerwin Vega AI-62and
RCL CS6580R. The former is a very
classyandeffectivedevice whichiscer-
tainlyupinthe KEF’ssonicleague, and
at£150apair,comesclose on pricetoo.
But it does have the higher sensitivity
and tighter bottomend, which is help-
ful if the rear is loaded by a large vol-
ume (eg roof void).

Thebestthingaboutthe RCListhat
itonly costs £70 per pair, while sport-
ing a massive main magnet that gives
very highsensitivity alongside good con-
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trol. The treble is pretty naff, but that

matters little in a surround sound role

wherethetrebleisusuallyrolled offany-

way. A definite bargain, especial-
ly for those with black ceilings!
Cerwin-Vega = (01923) 250665

RCL = (01702) 435570

QEDQudos Profile 8 cable
A couple of months back we looked at

QED’s Qudos speaker cable; there’s now a
bi-wire version in the same edible colour.

t £5 per metre, QED’s new Profile

8 variation on the Qudos theme is
alittle more than twice the price of the
original, but is geometrically much
moreelaborate, with eight separate multi-
strand conductorsformingaconvenient
under-the-carpetprofile. Performance
advantagesareclaimedtoaccruefrom
lowerinductanceandcapacitanceand
a greatly reduced ‘dissipation factor’,
butwhether that’s sufficientexcuse to
perpetuate magenta-coloured insula-
tion remains a moot point.

The new Qudos certainly sounds
smoother and sweeter than the origi-
nal, and it gives an obvious sharpen-
ing of stereo focus and superior depth
resolution. But I did miss the dynamic
brioofastandard Qudos,whichissuf-
ficientto suggestthatthe Profile Sisan
alternative rather than necessarily an
improvement. It’smorelikelytoappeal
to those of delicate and refined sensi-
bilitiesthanaudiophilesinsearchofthe
ultimate rock’n’roll riff. Still, it’s a
jollygoodcable, realistically priced,and
presented in a jolly colour too...

QED = (01276) 451166

B&W DM602 Speakers
B&W has brought the cost of high tech
Kevlar diaphragms down to budget level
with the new 600 series.

triedto getholdof B&W’snew £280

DM602 fornextmonth’sspeakergroup
test,butit was madeclearthatin order

to qualify I’d have to give it the one-
offtreatmentin Sessions first.
Withacringe worthyofSilas
Marner I willingly let the
god of marketing tap dance
onmysupineform,securein
theknowledgethatlcould get
my own back by publicising
the fact.

The DM602 is the latest
in a long line of large book-
shelfmodels—solong,in fact,
that the size and shape look
positivelyvenerablebytoday’s
standards. But loudspeaker
fashionandperformancerarely
gohandinhand,andthereareusu-
ally sound reasons why a particular

configuration becomes a classic.
Thetechnicaljustification forthismodel
is to introduce B&W’s favourite cone
material,Kevlar,atalowprice. Theresult
isanimpressivespeakerwithagood mea-
sure of midband drive and authority.
The balance is a little too self-con-
sciously laid back and eager to avoid
causing offense for my personal taste,
and it might have worth trading some
ofits high (90+dB) sensitivity fora lit-
tle more deep bass extension. But the
integrity through the upper bass and
lowermidbandisvery persuasive,giv-
ing a richness without accompanying
boom, whichis well beyond the reper-
toire of beer-budget speakers.
B&W UK Ltd & (01903) 524801

Sony IFS-20K IR Speakers
Fed up with those rear surround channel
cables trailing along the picture rail?
Perhaps infra-red is the way to go.

A ccommodatingsurround speakers
isone thing— wiring the wretched
thingsup canaddextra inconvenience
and complexity which is sufficient to
putmany people offthesurroundidea
entirely. Perhapstheanswerliesin the
infrared portion of the spectrum?
Cordless speakers are a rel-
atively new and undeveloped
product, stillsearching fortheir
rolein our lives. Sony’s (about-
to-be-replaced) IFS-20K (£199)
sitsamongthe Discmenattheeso-
teric end of the company’s ‘per-
sonal’range,soit’snotreally intend-
edforsurroundsoundapplications.
Sadtosay,incertain respectsitdoes-

QED’s multi
headed magenta
beast the Qudos
Profile8. Beware

imitations!

Sony IFS-20K:
not the answer to
rear channel
cable blues we'd
hoped for.

JANUARY 1996 23



THE RESPONSE RANGE FROM PROAC.
WHEN SECOND BEST WON'T DO.

o

The Response range blends inspired design with the finest components available to
deliver incomparable sonic performance. Each model generates an awesome scale and
weight of sound, yet with an impressive accuracy and clarity. Individually hand-crafted
and beautifully finished, a Response is a loudspeaker for life.

@ ProAc
Perfectly Nntural

HIGHPOINT HOUSE, RIDING ROAD, BUCKINGHAM ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRACKLEY, NORTHAMPTONSHRE NN13 7BE ENGLAND TELEPHONE 01280 700147 FAX 01280 700148



THE FRONT END

n’tseem terribly well suited either.
This is a very pretty little product,
and veryclevertoo, fromthedesign point
of view. The stand doubles as a shelf
clip, and the fine detailing is superb
throughout.Italsohappenstoworkas
advertised, especially in close-up, for
example oneither side of a Macintosh
Powerbook.However,threefactorsall
workagainstthehi-fi/surroundallure.
First,eachspeakerispowered by four
AAbatteries, with nobattery elimina-
tor alternative (ie mains adaptor).
Secondly, there’sreally no bass at all.
But most serious of all is that the sig-
nalis heavily compressed by gain-rid-
ing. Such processing mightbejustified
in a personal product context, but the
consequentlack ofrealdynamicrange
effectivelyrulesthe 20K outforhi-fiappli-
cations. However, [ suspect it’s only a
matteroftime beforeinfrared cordless
technology becomes betteradapted to
surround sound use.
Sony UK Ltd %= 0181-784 1144

Gale 4 Speakers

The Gale 4 looks like a lot of speaker for
the money, and has been doing great
business, but is it as good as it looks?

he price of compact floorstanding

speakerscontinuestodriftdownwards,
making this configuration an increas-
inglyattractivealternative to the book-
shelfshape/size speakerinneed of sep-
arate support from proper stands.

Amongtheleastexpensive ofall the
floorstandersisanexclusive-to-Richer
Sounds model which sells for only
£200.It’scalled the Gale 4, and bears
no relationship whatsoever to the
famous ’70s style-setter (remember
thechromeendcaps?).Rather,it’sone
ofseveralbrands owned by Richer’sman-
ufacturing division, The Audio
Partnership. And while’mstillnotsure
howthehi-fipressshoulddealwithwhat
thetradereferstoasROBs (retailerown
brands), thesalesfiguresforthismodel

Bosnia Help

it on to me in a plain brown envelope.

Paul’s CD choice

_ The disc which has spent most time under my laser over
the past month must be the Bosnia charity project CD,

, simply entitled Help (Go!Discs 828 682-2). It's a ‘vari-
\, ous artists’ compilation of the type I'd usually automat-
L ically ignore, but the hook was the inclusion of the
P ® first waxing (etching?) from those Dada geniuses of

“*" pop, Cauty and Drummond, formerly known as The KLF
; and now calling themselves The One World Orchestra.

Having played track 15's variations on the Magnificent 7 theme at least
a dozen times, | started exploring the other nineteen cuts. It's a very mixed
bag, for sure, but there are numerous nuggets along the way to make the
journey worthwhile. There are bum notes aplenty too, but that is all part of
the appeal. This album was put together from scratch through to release in
just a week, and all the recording work was carried out on a single day in
September. The result might be under-rehearsed and rough around the
edges, but it manages to retain that spark of life and enthusiasm which often
distinguishes ‘live’ albums, and which is all too often pasteurised out of exis-
tence by the manufacturing mind-set of the music biz.

A totally different approach to sampling is found on Grayfolded (S/A
1969/96 double CD), a ‘plunderphonics’ project from record producer John
Oswald’s latest exploration of the archives. Since the archive in question was
the live recorded history of the Grateful Dead, the office immediately posted

The album is a fascinating work, stitching together from over 100 live ver-
sions Oswald’s interpretation of the ultimate Dark Star. With a total playing
time that gets uncomfortably close to two hours, this is an essential purchase
for the more serious minded Deadhead, no question. But despite my own
longstanding loyalty to the band and its musical ideals, | can’t help feeling
the more casual acquaintance will find it all a bit indigestible.

For many, Dark Star represents the Dead at its peak, but my own live con-
cert reaction to its opening chords was always to wonder whether this was a
suitable moment to slip out to the loo/bar. The original twenty minute-or-so
version on Live Dead has always seemed ample. There's no
denying Oswald does an excellent job of maintaining some
sort of momentum through inventive and often seamless
editing, and listening afresh makes one aware how much the
ambient movement owes to Dark Star and the Dead. But |
do rather wish he’d given China Cat Sunflower or even
Cosmic Charlie the ‘plunderphonic’ treatment instead.
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seem like a sufficient reason to have a
look and listen.

The Gale4carriesallthe hallmarks
of the (highly competitive) British
OEM operations,whose productsare
foundunder variousbrands.Italsocar-
riesanevenstronger hallmark of some-
one having added several kilos of bal-
last prior to shipping, suggesting that
my samples may not sound quite the
same as those you get from the shops.
Iguessit’scalled ‘ensuringalevel play-
ing field’, and you can add your own
ballast at minimal expense.

Itis,asithappens,a prettygoodloud-
speaker, butdon’tletthesize ofthe box
mislead you into expecting a compa-
rably big sound. Although most of the
boxisacousticallyactive,themaindri-
ver is quite small, and in point of fact
KEFsbookshelf Coda 8actuallydeliv-
ers more sub-100Hz bass.

My firstimpression wasunpromis-
ing, as the midband sounds a bit
colouredandthetopendlackssparkle
and air. But after a short while I’d got
usedtotheexposeduppermidandmild
lack of treble, and was starting to
grooveon thedecentbasicintegrity,good
detail projection, finestereo spacious-
nessand freedom from boxiness, even
ifthe portisashadeobvious. Andcon-
sidering that this speaker is quite like-
ly to find itself on the end of beer-bud-
get electronics, the treble restraint
could well be a positive advantage. &
Richer Sounds & (0171) 403 1310

Gale 4s: er,
blowin’ up a
storm down at
Richer Sounds.
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Sony ICF-SW100E, £219.99

Sony’s hardware boffins have always been dab hands at squeezing a quart of
radio technology into a pint pot case, and their latest micro marvel does not dis-
appoint. It's an FM Stereo/SW/MW/LW receiver, PLL synthesised, complete
with a World Time clock and enough Short Wave bands to keep the whole town

of Parma happy. The handbook is a little daunting, but before you know it you'll
have set the time in your part of the world, then tuned in all your favourite sta-

tions (Radio Bratislava included) and given them names on the alphanumeric dis-

play. For further information call (0181) 784 1144.

RockBase Plus
DataBase on CD-ROM,

£49.95

Based on the books Rock Record 6 and The
Single File, this Windows-compatible disc con-
tains details of nearly 400,000 tracks, on
120,000 albums and singles, as released by
40,000 artists on LP, CD and cassette. For
music from the '50s onwards, this database
allows you to search for information using nine

Case-l-ogic CDW-12 £8.99 different parameters, including Artist, Instrument
or Year of Release. Our pals on Metal Hammer
Although today’s CDs are compact, it's still hard inform us it's not too hot on
to carry 12 of them around in their cases without Death Metal, but mainstream
appearing encumbered. Feel lighter with this tastes from the '50s onwards
ultra-handy wallet, which will tote 12 discs should be well served.
within briefcase-friendly packaging. (Accidently, For further information call
this little ‘hi-fi essential’ that can be purchased (01895) 444603

through our mail order service, on pages 88 and
89. Quote order reference CDR-12.)

f1ge

HI-FI CHOICE PROVIDES SEVEN
, SEASONAL SUGGESTIONS FOR THE
EHI-!‘I BUFF'S CHRISTMAS STOCKING.

Blue Room Minipod, £399

© Blue Room’s outrageous speakers break the mould of conventional styling, but get
©away with it because they sound like a good pair of ‘real’ speakers. The Mini Pod is the

latest addition to the ‘Alien Hardware Collection’, which includes the House Pod — win-
ner of the European Award for Design of the Year as reported in our October 1995 issue.

Standing just 340 millimetres tall without their bijou spikes, the Mini Pods sport
B&W'’s distinctive 130mm bass driver made from Kevlar, the stuff of bulletproof

vests. Completing the driver complement is a 26mm aluminium dome tweeter;

the company claims a frequency range of 70Hz to 30kHz (-6dB).
Available in black, blue, red or white, the Mini Pod is worth trying for that
small-room system with a difference.
For further information call (01903) 524777.
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Jensen JTK-6
Compact Kit,
£109.28

Designed for anyone who has
to dismantle or service elec-
tronic equipment, the JTK-6
from Jensen Tools, a sub-
sidiary of Stanley, is crammed
with a total of 31 appliances.
There are pliers, screwdriver
blades with handle, a wire
stripper/cutter and adjustable
four-inch wrench. Then there's a
ten-piece hex-key set, flexible
files, and a six-inch stainless-steel
rule. You'll also find a burnisher,
alignment tool, light-duty knife,
thin-line scissors and a soldering
iron with accessories. For further
information call (0800) 833246.

I’ Boston
‘Boston’, Sony
7’ MasterSound SBM
7/ rerelease 480 413-2,

£16.00

Boston's classic first album is guaranteed to fill your
lounge with creamy Hammond organ and crunchy gui-
tar. Recreated from “first-generation masters, session
work tapes or other original recording sources”, the
Super Bit Map treatment adds a load of extra definition.

HI-FI CHOICE

JENSEN®

211B100  usa

One For All 6, £39.95

The concept of a unifying remote
control is not new, but this must be
among the most ergonomic exam-
ples of the breed — and claims to
operate pretty much any type of
gear. Setting up is easy to do: the
company supplies a list of three-
digit codes for a vast range of
brands and components, from TVs
to DAT machines. It's then a matter
of a little trial and error to find the
code that works your appliance.
The OFA 6 will replace up to
six separate remote controls,
can be updated down a
Freefone number and quite
honestly, it's a bit of a bar-
gain. For further information
call (0800) 966194.



INTRODUCING THE

IMPACT

SERIES OF LOUDSPEAKERS

Don’t stand too close to Celestion’s latest loudspeakers.

They’re made by the people whose professional speakers
have been shaking the rock world ever since
the Rolling Stones were young. Which helps
explain why every speaker in the Impact
series combines the highest levels of fidelity
with truly awesome bass power. All in all,

it looks like another smash hit from Celestion.

° For more information or your nearest dealer
° call 01473 322222 or fax 01473 729662.



PIONEERD-C88 SUPER DAT

Portable

perfection

The ultimate portable
stereo? Richard Black
marvels at Pioneer's
D-C88 ‘Super DAT.

his is getting a bit repetitive;
‘Here'sarightdinky new toy
produced by Pioneer’. But
initiative is what makes this
industry happen, solet’smake
the most of it. This month’s
innovation is the D-C88, the world’s
firstportable ‘Super DAT recorder.It’s
alaptop-computer-sized machine fea-
turing Pioneer’s 96kHzwidebandsam-
plingtechnology,asseeninthefull-size
D-07 (reviewed inissue 133). Theidea
is to double the sampling rate of nor-
malrecordersandthusaddanextraoctave
to the bandwidth. Although CD’s
bandwidthofabout2 1kHzcoversthe
nominalrangeofhearing,some
researchhassuggestedthat
anextraoctave (atleast)
isrequired for ‘perfect’
fidelity:apparently we
cansense soundsat
higherfrequencies.
The pay-off is
thattapeslasthalfas
long—onlyonehour
fromatwo-hourtape. Still,
that’slongenough for most
purposes,and DAT tapeis hardly
cripplinglyexpensive. Andthismachine’s
£2,000 price tag is enough to put off
cheapskaters,anyway. TheD-C88isclear-
lyaveryserious piece ofkit, beautifully
and solidly made with features like a
four-head transportfor off-tape mon-
itoringandachoiceof48,44.10r32kHz
samplingalongside the High Sampling
96kHz mode. Thecaseandcontrolsare
metal, and look ready for some field
recording rough-and-tumble. There
isafullrangeofconnectionoptionswith
phonosocketsforanalogueinand out,
coaxial digital in and out, optical dig-
italin,and twojack sockets for micro-
phone inputs. One of the advantages
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ofalarge portable like thisis the space
for proper connectorsand controls,some-
thing lappreciate despite my fondness
forthe microscopicSony TCD-D7. A
dedicated rechargeable battery
pack (internal) gives up to two
hours’ field use, and is auto-
matically recharged when the
mainssupplyisconnected. The

onlysurpriseisthat SCMS (solo

an

copy management system
anti-piracy system) is included in
such anexpensiverecorder.

Session time
[took the D-C88 along to a recording
session and ran it in parallel with my
SonyDATrecorder. Thesessioninvolved
solosopranovoiceand piano,andItried
various combinations of options. The
mostrevealingofthese (nosurprise) was
96kHz sampling with battery opera-
tion. [’s not possible to be completely
dogmaticandascribethistotheincreased
samplingrate, butallthingsconsidered
it seems likely. Most noticeable is the
ambienceon the recording. It’s
almost as if the micro-
phones seem closer to
theperformersonthe
48kHztape.Ifyou've
ever seen a com-
puter-processed
photographwhere
the background is
rendered as large
squaresofcolourrather
thancontinuousgradations
of tone, you have a visual analo-
gy. I’s notimmediately obvious what
anextraoctave ofbandwidth hastodo
with this, but using the D-C88 at
48kHz (playing back through its own
Legato Link convertors or a Pink
Triangle Da Capo) gives much the
same resultas the Sony.

The other big difference was in the
quality of vocal sibilants. The 96kHz
recording sounded right while the
48kHzversionsoundedlike someone
tearing paper — it even sounded dis-
jointed from the rest of the word.
Indeed, listeningclosely onecouldeas-
ily hear that most consonants (which
havemorehigh-frequencyenergythan

vowels) were clearer
andmorenaturalat96kHz. The
piano also benefitted by sounding less
‘processed’at96kHz. Sowhilethe48kHz
recording had a peculiar sort of nasal
twangtoit,the 96kHz recording sound-
edclosertotheliveevent. Bass wasvery
solid and well defined with the D-C88
too; I recall noting thatin this respect,
Pioneer’s full size D-07 was no better
than my Sony, so the D-C88hasclear-
lyimproved on its larger relative.

No, it’s not one of those
early VCRs where you'd

use your foot to press the

play button. It’s a very
sophisticated DAT
machine from Pioneer.

Clean power
lalsotried operation with the mainspower
supplyandatothersamplingrates. With
some portables,mainsoperationgives
inferior results to batteries, butin this
instance the difference was hardly
audible. There’sjustahintmoredetail
andairaroundwhenusingbatteries for
recording and playback. At 44.1kHz
and 48kHz sampling, performance
(correlatingwith othercomparisonsI’ve
tried)isonaparwithany good full-size
DAT recorder, butlfeelthatdifferences
between models pale beside those
betweennormaland96kHzsampling.
Allinall,the D-C88isanotherfeath-
erinPioneer’scapandaseriouslyaspi-
rational piece ofkitforanyaudiophile
who ever handled a micro-
phone.’'mmoreconvinced
thaneverthatwiderangetech-
nology likethis offersreal ben-
efits. We can but hope that
it catches on! =

Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd, Pioneer
House, Hollybush Hill, Stoke Poges, Slough SL2
4QP. = (01753) 789789
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First
among

MARTIN-LOGANSL 3

Sequels

artin-Logan hasacquired
something of anItalian
supercar image — fab-
ulous,butnotalwaysof
the real world. At first
sight,the £3,399 Martin-
LoganSL3looksverylikeitspredecessor,
the Sequel I1.1tistall, narrow, and fol-
lowstheclassicpatternofthe breed, with
asealed movingcoil bassenclosure mar-
ried toacurved electrostaticdiaphragm.
Undertheskin,however,the design has
beenextensively revamped and refined,
and the result is a revelation.At least,
tothisseasoned Martin-Logan listener.
So, what makes Martin-
Logan speakers spe-
cial? Aboveall,of

It took a pair of Martin-Logan SL3s to convince Alvin
Gold that a sequel to a Sequel is actually a great idea.

course,theelectrostaticdiaphragm, which
in this case operates from 250Hz and
up.ltisaslightasafeatherandresponds
totiny,high frequency waveforms, with-
outloss ofleadingedge information or
overhang— withouttime smearing of
the sound, if you like. The aural char-
acter of this smearing, caused not just
by driver momentum and resonance,
butalsothe enclosureitself, definesmuch
ofthe ‘sound’ of most speakers. Martin-
Logansarealsonotablefortheirunusu-
alultra-high resistivity diaphragms,which
canbeusedundressed—hence thestar-
tlingtrademark see-throughappearance,
with none of the usual obscuring lay-
erstodampand maskthesound. Inshort,
over the frequency range of the elec-
trostaticpanelsatleast, Martin-Logans
are about the clearest window on the
original recording you’ll find.
Even their detractors will usu-
ally concede this much, but this
inherent transparency is not
achieved without cost — a
costtheSL3setsouttoaddress.
EarlyMartin-Logan hybrids
suffered poorly handledtran-
sitions between the dynam-
ic bass transducer to the
electrostatic midband. The
basswoulddragitsfeetwhile
the electrostatic diaphragm
would fly, and the result
could often be messy. By
improvingbothelectricaland
mechanical design inseveralareas
Martin-Logan claims to have
achieved a much more seamless
bass/midband transition with this
latest Sequel.
The SL3 is also said to be easier to
drive. Sensitivity is 89dB/w, impedance

is four Ohms nominal; and although
thisdropsdownto 1.5 Ohmsat24kHz,
no decent amplifier will deliver much
current at those frequencies anyway,
asthere’snomusicalenergyabove20kHz.
There are some amplifiers whose sta-
bility might be endangered by this, if
indoubtconsultyourdealer before throw-
ing the switch. Amongst others T used
Krellamplification which proved high-
ly suited to the application.

Mmmm ... electrostatics
The changes from the Sequel are more
extensive. At 163cm high, the SL3 is
slightly narrower and significantly
shorterthanthe Sequel. The panelsize
remainsunaltered,though,alongwith
the 250Hz crossover frequency, even
ifcircuitboardshavebeendisplaced by
point-to-point wiring. The input ter-
minalsare now bi-wirable, whichisespe-
cially beneficial on any speaker with
a semi-alpine impedance curve like
thisone’s. Forthefirsttimeinmyexpe-
rience of the brand, the speaker can be
spiked, whichmakesa bigger difference
than you mightexpecteven frommore
conventional speakers.
Althoughthechangeswiththe SL3
wereeasytospot,Ispentsometimeiden-
tifying important areas of actual
improvement over the Sequel (which
was already a fine loudspeaker), and
other previous Martin-Logans. In the
past, forexample, there were somenar-
row, high-QHFresonances,whichwith
some materialcouldgiveaslightly ‘spit-
ty” quality. This appears to have been
completelyresolvedin the new model.
The SL3 is much smoother and sweet-
er,thoughwithoutlossofresolvingpower
andintelligibility. Noreferenceismade
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MARTIN-LOGANSL 3

tothisin theaccompanyingliterature,
butmyguessisthatthesmall,transparent
panels added to the back of the speak-
erinstrategic positionsare partofatun-
ing processdesignedtocounterthe prob-
lem. Previous Martin-Logan hybrids
couldalso come to grief on loud, wide
band passages, quintessentiallychoral
music, but power handling has been
improved, and the practical limita-
tionsoftheSI.3arenogreaterthanmost
boxspeakers. Youstillprobablywould-
n’tchoose SL3sifyourtasteswerecen-
tredonhardrockattrulyantisocialvol-
ume levels — but at least they will no
longer embarrass you.
TherearestillelementsoftheSL3’s
performance thattakesomegettingused
to. Despite the narrow, curved panel
which is designed to widen the listen-
ingarea,theSL3 remainsa frustratingly
‘hot seat’ design. Changes as small as
two or three inches make a big differ-
ence to thesound, largely due to inter-
ference effects causing ripples in the
response curve. Imagery also tends to
be mainly forward of the plane of the
loudspeakers,although with plenty of
differentiation in depth of image.
Therefore the speakersare extremely
responsivetopositioning. Trialanderror
is called for, but you are likely to get
the bestresults when placing on one of
theusualodddivisors (egone-third, fifth
or seventh) of the room length.
Onecuriosityremains:the-3dBbass
switchontheback. Despite beingsowell-
designed thatitsinfluenceislargely restrict-
edto the lowest frequencies, with neg-
ligibleeffectonthemidbandandonstereo
perspectives, the nominally flat (no bass
cut) position was clearly bass heavy.
Selecting the bass cut attenuator pro-
vides a frequency balance that to my
ears is near absolutely neutral. [t may
be that the position will sound flat in
verylargerooms,butthisdidnotoccur
inmy lounge (whichisafairsize),even
when the speakers were positioned
well clear of the wall.

Deadlines!
So much for the nuts and bolts. This is
ajaw-droppingspeaker,judging,atleast,
from the reaction of some of my visi-
tors. One even left my house trying to
workouthowhecouldconvince hiswife
tolethimhaveapair.Ishouldalsorelate
how I dragged out completing this
review until the last possible minute,
in order to keep the SI.3s with me for
a little bit longer.
However,lamequallyobligatedto
point out that there are supposedly
respectable audiophileswhoturntheir
nose up at the very mention of a panel
speaker. Theproblemisthatpanelspeak-
ers— even hybrids like the SL3 — are
notverygoodatsoundinglike box speak-
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ers, which makes them easy tar-
gets if you happen to think that
box speakers sound the way
music should.

Black and white
Neither boxes nor panels hold
amonopolyonthetruth,butmy
personal view isthatareallygood
panel like the SL.3 hasmost of
the aces. Thechangeincharac-
ter when switching between
recordingsofcompletelydifferent
typeswasstarker thanwithmost
otherspeakersI’'vecomeacross.
Thesoundstageexpandedand
contracted more obviously,
tonalcoloursweremorevivid
and therefore more readily
distinguished. Allinall,the SL.3
seemed morecapableofassum-
ing the persona of the music
than almostany boxspeaker
you care to name.
My lastingoverallimpres-
sionof Martin-Logan’sSL 3,
however, is none of these
things, butsimplythewaythat
itmademerespondtothevar-
ious works played through
the system — both familiar
andunfamiliar. Thereisaspe-
cialquality tothe SL3 which
enablesittocombine things
that don’t normally come
together in a single design.
The sound tended to be
unusually smoothandorgan-
ic,so thatchangesinexpres-
sionandphrasing werepar-
ticularly marked. Resolution
offinedetail wasalsoin the
highestclass, withoutany
ofthefalsebrightnessthat
tendstosneakitswayinto
fashionablehi-fisystems.
There was not even the
slightest trace of any-
thing mechanical in the
sound.Simultaneously,the
SL3 proved consistently
dynamic. As long as the
speaker was kept within
itsoperatingenvelope, the
sound could swell from
anintimatewhispertoan
all-embracingroar.And
itmanagestodosolarge-
lywithoutthe change in
timbre, which is often
experiencedasthesound
goes louder. Andyes, the
joinbetweenthebassand
midband is now prac-
tically invisible. &
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MINIMUM COST, MAXIMUM QUALITY

CD - AMP - TUNER - LOUDSPEAKER
FULL SYSTEM REMOTE OPERATION
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afford

Design

O TN will be launched in December 1995 at prices that you may not believe.
In order to register for pre-release information, call the

o rminurm hotline
0181 502 1439



ROKSAN XERXES 10

Tenth Night

As Xerxes turns ten, Jason Kennedy finds
that age very much becomes it

henRoksanstartedout
inthisbusinesstenyears
ago, its name was syn-
onymous with the
Xerxes, a turntable
designed to beat the
Linn LP12 atwhatitdidbest: timing.
Iremembertheenthusiasmofthecom-
pany’sfirstbrochure,whichencouraged
Xerxes users to listen to as many Bob
Dylanalbumsaspossible.leven wrote
to them at the time, suggesting they’d
do something to make the deck more
beautiful;theoriginal wasaslabofblack
veneer with a black acrylic lid!

Now, Roksan has
launched its tenth
anniversary celebra-
tion,the Xerxes 10
—or X, asitsays
on the deck.I’'m
glad to say that
somebody has
taken notice of
my initial com-
plaint and made
a very attractive
Xerxes, with con-
trasting veneers and
nice chrome caps, but the
principlesoftheoriginalstillhold
true. The deck is a pretty solid affair,
withcompliantbushesproviding damp-
ingandisolationbetweenthethreewood-
enelements. Thebasehasthreeadjustable
feet, and supports both the plinth
(whichhousesthemotor)and thesub-
chassis(whichagainsupportsthe plat-
ter bearing and armbase).

The original Xerxes was effective-
ly a two-part design with a slot cut in
the subchassis to isolate the arm and
bearing, while the Xerxes 10 takes its
cue from the company’s TMS range-
topper,andusesaseparateslabforthis
purpose. Compliance all round is
greater than the original’s ‘blobs’, so
thefeedback oftenexperienced withthe
original model should be reducedifnot
althogetherbanished. Themotorswivels
against a spring which absorbs speed
fluctuationsintroduced bystylusdrag,
andallowsittorunatsynchronousspeed.
Also it lets the platter’s inertia dictate
rpm and maintains constant belt ten-
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sion. Thepowersupply constistsoftwo
outboardboxes:oneasplit-phasecrys-
tal referenced motor drive the othera
general purpose DC supply. These
supplies come in a variety of options,
the least expensive costing £299 and
the Attessa/X PSS combolwaslentadding
up to £874. The Xerxes 10 itself will
set you back £1,295.

Shall I compare thee?
Roksan’s top of the range Artemiz
arm (£895)isajoytouse.Itstayswher-
ever you place it over the record, and
the lift/lower lets it down quickly
butgently withoutthe arm
swayingaround. Onthe
endofthisparticular
Artemiz
Roksan’s Shiraz
cartridge (£975),
anEMT-gener-
ator-basedmov-
ing coil that’s
locked into an
open alloy chas-
sis. It’s about the
onlybitofthisrecord
playerthatissimilarto
my own: a naked vdH
Grasshopper on the end of a
Wilson Benesch Act Onearmatopa Voyd.
The latter is a more expensive combi-
nation with which the Roksan set-up

wasinevitably compared.
AndImustsaythatitcompared quite
favourably. The moststrikingcharac-
teristics of the Xerxes — or rather the
musical elementthatitbringsoutsowell
—areattack andspeed. Percussive notes
really sound hit; they stop and starton
the button, which creates a very cohe-
sive sense of rhythm. The good sense
of timing adds a degree of realism to
strucknotes(oftenlackingin CD play-
ers), and this is probably just as
important as good dynamics. Both
represent different facets of
impact, butthe maindifference
between the Xerxes 10 and
my Voydisthatthe former
seemsto have a stronger
sense of rhythm,
whereas the latter
emphasisesdynamics.

was

TATEMENTS |

If this were played upon a
stage...

In terms of balance, the Xerxes 10isa
lotmoreeven thanitspredecessor, which
I found a little bright for the tube sys-
temsIwasgettinginto. Thisdeck,when
combinedwithaMichell Iso HR phono
stage, has tremendously low frequen-
cy power — too much, in fact, for the
ElectrofluidicsSonolith 2.2xispeakers
Iwas using. These have prodigious but
notexcessive capabilitiesinthe bassand
didn’treallysuitthefastand highlyener-
gised bottom end of this record play-
er. ComparisonswithCD borethisout,
although the Xerxes sounded a lot
more convincing than the CD player
in most other respects. It is, however,
important to remember that other
loudspeakers would probably benefit
from this extra oomph.

The Xerxes 10isavery fine record
playerand the factthatitwasbettered
in some respects by a deck costing 50
percentmoreishardlysurprising.Ican
see that in the context of an appropri-
ately balanced system, such as one of
Roksan’sown, the 10 islikely to pro-
duce outstanding results. After all, it
producedsuperb resultsinmy less-than-
sympatheticset-up,and many hourswere
spenttrawling throughtherecordcol-
lectionto greateffect. If precision, res-
olution and timing are your bag |
wouldurgeyoutotakeyourblackgold
alongtothenearestRoksandealer. 2

Roksan Digital Ltd, Stockley Close, Stockley Road,
West Drayton, UB7 9BB. @ (01895) 436384
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Sonically and visually

improved for birthday
celebrations: Roksan's
Xerxes 10 turntable.
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40 RADFORDS PLYMOUTH 01752 226011
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Mission Group, Huntingdon. PE18 6ED Tel: 01480 451777 Fax: 01480 432777
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Reelin’In The Years

‘It was 20 years ago
today/That Angus and
Richard taught the mag
to play”. ..
Here's Paul Messenger
with the highlights

of Hi-Fi Choice’s
glorious 150 issues. |

wasn’tinvolvedinthevery

firstissuesof Hi-Fi Choice

—Iwasbusydeputyedit-

ing another hi-fi maga-

zine at the time — but I do

rememberthefussandfurore
caused by its first appearance
in 1975. Choice wasn’t the
firsthi-fipublicationtodolarge
comparative tests: Hi-Fi For
Pleasuretookthecreditforstart-
ingthatparticularballrolling,
and of course the Consumer
Association’s Which? magazine
had been doing a similar job,
acrossamuch broaderfront,for
many years.

What made Hi-Fi Choice
differentwasthewayittook
hi-fi reviewing to its logi-
calconclusion, by daringto
assembletheoverwhelming
majority of models in any
particularcategory,and putthem
upagainsteach otherin close, side-
by-side comparisons. Detailed

From 1975 to 1995 and from A5 to A4:

20 years (and 150 issues) of the ever-
changing Hi-Fi Choice.
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technical and subjective judgments were the

order of the day.

The result was not so much a magazine as
a paperback AS-size book, that was at once
smaller but also more expensive than ortho-
doxmonthlyhi-fijournals. At Hi-FiNews, we
actuallytreated those earlyeditionsasbooks,
running reviews of them in our Book Review
section—little did werealise thatthisupstart
newcomer would actually have a higher i

monthly circulation twenty yearslater.

Bringin' it allback home

The mists of time have obscured the precise

identity of Hi-Fi Choice’s progenitors, though

the two main protagonists were certainly i
Angus McKenzie(aleadingindependenttech- i

nicalreviewerandconsultant,asauthor),and

Richard Howell (activeinediting, publishing

and advertising sales).

The fact that the firstissue was devoted to
Cassette Decks and the second to Receivers
—simplybecausethosewerethemost

important component
types around at the time
—only goesto showhow
much hi-fi has changed
over the intervening two
decades. Cassettedecksare i

stillrelevanttoday,of course,

the same importance.

| sette deck around, at £95

/ alentofsome £500 today!

recommended

moretypicallyavailable

rack component system.

tendersin 1975 werethe Sansui

but don’t have anything like

Inthe1975and 76 edi-
tions, the top-loading

| Sanyo RD4260 was the
| leastexpensive BestBuycas- i

| plusVAT.That’stheequiv-

More indicative of future
stylingtrends wasthefront-
loading Pioneer CT-

F2121, priced at a

£173.62plus VAT, but
Turntables & Cartridges, and the first to be
at£143.70plusVAT,and

oneoftheforerunnersofthe i

Receivers had a near-death
experience through the ’80s, i
virtually ignored by all and
sundry, yet now they are stag-
ingarealcomeback inremote-
controlled Dolby Pro-Logic
guise. Two key budget con-

331(£106.50 plus VAT) and Pioneer SX434
(£134.80 plus VAT), both silver fronted and
bulky. Theblack, beautifully slimlineand British-
madeArmstrong626(£163.94plusVAT)looked
atleasta decade ahead of its time.

Those early editions of Choice probably
didn’t sell a huge number of copies, but they
wielded profound influence. Though hi-fi
customerstook a few years tocatch onto this
unique buying guide in a big way, the retail
tradeimmediatelyexalteditto biblical status.

Likemostreviewers Angushadhisfansand
his critics, but whether or not one agreed or
disagreed with the reviewer/author was only
of secondary importance. What Choice pro-
vided wasagenuinecomparativedatabaseacross
a huge range of competing products.

Lies, damn lies, and specifications
Manufacturers’ own specifications, brim-
mingwith optimismandobtainedviaawhole
variety of different test regimes, were known
to be riddled with distortions, and were thus
thoroughlyunreliable. Choicetestedthe prod-
ucts and published the data, every model was
treated thesame, sothecomparisonssuddenly
became powerfully relevant and useful.
Choice’sfamous Best Buy and Recommended
ratings have been with us since those earliest
days(thecornerflashesfirstappearedinissue
5), and have always exerted considerable
influence on the marketplace. Just as impor-
tant, if less obvious, was the facility of using
data from several volumes to check compat-
ibility between different components —
whether cassette deck A would match input
and output sensitivities with amplifier B,
whether Bhadthejuicetodrivespeaker C,or
whetheritsphonostage matchedcartridgeD.
Theearliesteditionswerea minefieldofcon-
troversies, from thenotorious Erratumslipinsert-
ed inissue 2, to the court action of a litigious
USspeakercompanyinissue 3. Itwasnocoin-
cidencethatDennisPublishing(akaSportscene)
took over as patrons of issue 5, devoted to

written byhi-fistalwartMartin Colloms (cur-
rently writing for Hi-Fi News and Stereophile,
among others.)

Editions dedicated to Amplifiers, Tuners
and Music Centres (plus ca change) followed
insubsequentmonths,andthoughthereviews
were penned by variousauthors,alldeployed
appropriatelycomparablereviewprocedures.
ApropheticRecommended flashwenttoa£125
integrated amplifier known modestly as the
A60, whichwasin fact the first product from
a company called A&R Cambridge — now
better known as Arcam. A quick name check
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ofthe BestBuy budget tunersrevealsthat Optonica
(née Sharp) and Eagle brands shared top hon-
ours with Sony.

Contentious, moi?
My own editing involvement with the maga-
zinestartedin 1978, onissue 9,and even then
controversy was still rife. The KEF 105 was
brand-new and the most exciting speaker for
years, so from our point of view its inclusion
inthesecond Loudspeakerseditionwasessen-
tial. The late KEF supremo Raymond Cooke
did not agree, believing it was unrealistic
even to attempt to review sixty loudspeakers
atonetime and give each an adequate assess-
ment. He had a point, but so did we, and we
arrangedtoborrowapairof 105sfromadeal-
er. We did the review, liked the product a lot
and putiton the frontcover of Loudspeakers
2.Raymondaccepted our pre-emptivestrike
in good grace!
Amplifierswereanevenmorecontentious
issue. The industry was split into two camps,
oneinsistingthatallproperly-designedampli-
fierssoundedthesame,the otherthatthe sound
of the amplifier formed a cornerstone of the
systemasa whole. Allthe reputable, measurement-

Back when Arcam was called A&R Cambridge,
the A60 was king of the amplifier hill.

based

reviewersatthetimeadhered
tothe formercamp,whereasl wasfirmly com-
mitted to the latter, solended up asauthor as
well as editor, working alongside Edinburgh
dealerandelectronicsgraduate Dave Watson
fora couple of issues.

Inview ofthecontroversyandthedifficulty
of ‘proving’ the subjectivist case, we restrict-
edourselvestoRecommendationsonly forthis
issue. Stand-out British designs included the
A&RA60(again),plusthe Sugden A48 [Tand
Meridian’s gorgeous 101/105 combo, while
Sansuishowed strongly amongsttheimports,
especially with the slimline AU217 I1.

Nowadays, of course, sound quality takes
prideofplaceasamatterofcourseinanyampli-
fier assessment, but in 1979 we were a little
aheadofourtime,andtheindustryhadn’treal-
ly caught onto amplifier sound. Valve amps
were found only in attics, and on our publi-
cationdate wejust precededthelaunchof NAD’s
famous 3020, which totally changed British
attitudes to amps.

From the long to the compact

Ifamps were still emerging as an area for sub-
jective debate, theimportance ofturntable sound
quality was better appreciated, and Martin
Colloms’s ground-breaking vibration mea-
surements on turntables and tonearms gave
afascinatinginsightintosomeofthewhysand
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Some of the early Best Buy and Recommended
products, in their original reviews,
'70s Hi-Fi Choice style.

wherefores. 1978’s£250 Linn Sondek
LP12showedfineresistanceto
acousticbreakthrough,andalso
soundedverygoodwhenused with
atop quality arm ‘although arms
of lesser quality also sounded sur-
prisingly good’ (issue 12).

By 1984 Turntables and CD play- \
erssatcheek-by-jowlin Martin Colloms’s
issue 35, edited by Steve Harris (now at
the helm of Hi-Fi News). This was the first
timeadecentnumberofdifferentbrandswere
represented, but even so, the analogue vinyl
content ran from page 1-193 (give or take a
few ads) while the CD section only spanned
195-221. The least expensive CD players
were £300,and thecatalogue ofsoftware was
still limited, but Best Buy honours went to
Yamaha’s CD-X1 (£359)and machinesfrom
Philips and Marantz. By the following year’s
edition (issue 40) the title had turned round
toCDPlayers & Turntables,andthe pagesplit
had become roughly 50/50.

During the 80s, new management blood

andthefallingcostofcolourreprobrought

a number of new initiatives,
including a number of
large-format special edi-
tions. Among the earliest
were two forays into the
world of video, neither of
which were particularly
successful. Both, however, make fasci-
nating readingtoday,nowthathi-fiandvideo
are moving much closer together.

Moresignificant,perhaps,wereaseries of

annualspecial editions aimed at both ends of

the readership spectrum. Timed to appear at
thestartofhi-fi’smainselling season, the Best
Buy Guideswerelavishreviewsofthebest prod-
ucts from every component category. (Back
this month! See page 72-73 — Ed). For
theseriousenthusiast,meanwhile, The
Collection was an essential purchase.
This was crammed with classy full-
colour photography and detailed
reviews on the most exotic and
expensive hi-figearavailable. Some
articleswereculledfromprevious
A3 editions, but many were
undertakenspecifically for
theproject.Istillhavenight-
mares about the editorial
workload involved!

It’s Choice, Jim, but
not as we know it

I regained the helm of
Choice in 1986, but by
1987 it seemed clear that

The KEF 105 — one of
our early ‘contentious’

reviews.

compet-

Ing magazines were

= indisarray. Thetimewas
right to seize the initiative, and
inNovember 1987 Hi-FiChoicetransformed
from a quarterly book to a monthly A4-size
magazine. The editorial team was reinforced
forthelaunchby currentDeputy Editor Jason
Kennedyand DanHouston,who’snowscrib-
ing for What Hi-Fi?.

Stillcosting nearlytwice the price ofthenear-
est competing title, issue 53 was packed with
grouptests,singlereviews, featuresandcolour,
with the icing on the cake being the famous
Buyer’s Guide Directory. Loudspeakers were
themainreviewcontent,andnotablenew bud-
get Best Buys included the Goodmans Maxim
II and Mordaunt-Short MS10 1.

JohnBamfordtookovertheeditorialreins
in 1988, and the new monthly Choice went
from strength to strength until he departed to
work for Pioneer at the end of 1990. The last
five years, however, have seen the most rapid
changes: during Andy Benham’stenure (1991-
1993),fullcolourwasintroduced throughout
the magazine,and Paul ‘Graphmeister’ Miller
was appointed as main reviewer of CD play-
ers and amplifiers. Current Choice editor
Stan Vincenttook over from Simon Daviesin
June 1994 — who has now returned as
AssociatePublisherof Choiceanditssis-
ter publication, Home Entertainment.
Entering its third decade and head-
ing towards a bi-centennialedition
which should neatly coincide with

the millenium, the immediate
question thatmustbe asked of the
200th edition is whether
Paul Miller’s graphs will
havebecomeholographic.
On a more serious note,
the most exciting chal-
lenge facing Choiceandthe
hi-fi industry is the inex-
orable consumer trend
towardscombinedvideo-
with-audio. It’s a sign of
thetimesthatthemostsig-
nificant product reviewed
in 1995 was Meridian’s
Home Theatre system,
givena most comprehen-
sive ten-page workout in
issue 140.
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SEVENOAKS HI FI
| SUGGESTED SvSTEMS

DISPLAY &
DEMONSTRATIONS

The moment you walk into a
Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch you
can be sure that you will be
well looked after. With over
23 years experience in Hi Fi,
Video and TV retail, we pride
ourselves on supplying the
equipment that best suits
your needs and your budget.

You will find a wide range of
products with the emphasis
on quality and value for
money. Everything we sell is
on display and available for
audition in any of our
dedicated Hi Fi or Home
Cinema demonstration
rooms. This helps you to
enjoy choosing your
equipment.

PRICE PROMISE

We always try to ensure
that our prices are
competitive. However, in
the unlikely event a
competitor within 30
miles advertises an
identical product as
available from stock at a
lower price, even in a
sale, we will match that
price!

Added value offers not available on
price match.

If you thought this level of
service might be expensive -
you would be wrong. Our
prices are the most
competitive around and our
added value offers famous
throughout the industry.

AFTER SALES CARE

Each Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch
is served by our dedicated
Central Service Department.
Approved by all the leading
manufacturers, our team of
fully trained engineers are
capable of repairing 99% of
all faults - in our own
workshops. Once the repair
is complete we give you a 3
month warranty. The kind
of back up you'd expect
from the leading
independent Hi Fi retailer in
the country.

% FINANCE
We offer 0% finance

on a wide range of
Hi Fi & A/V separates.
Package 1: 10% deposit
followed by 6 equal monthly
payments. Example: Cost
£600. Deposit £60 plus 6
payments of £90.
Package 2: 25% Deposit
followed by 9 equal
monthly payments.
Package 3: 50% Deposit
followed by 12 equal
monthly payments.
All Options: Minimum
balance £400.
Subject to status. 0% APR.
Personal shoppers only.

Written details on request.

CD REPLAY
FROM A
QUALITY HI FI
SEPARATES
SYSTEM...

£349"

RRP £ 0.00

MARANTZ CD46
CD PLAYER

Refined and well balanced
WHAT HI FI? %% % %% September 1995

MARANTZ PM34
AMPLIFIER

Solid value; powerful, well
built

WHAT HI FI? %% %% August 1995

MISSION 731
SPEAKERS
Stunning results from this
engaging design

WHAT HI FI? %% % %% August 1994
OPTION KEF CODA 7
EXTRA £20

System 2

CD REPLAY
FROM AN
*AUDIOPHILFE’

HI Fl SEPARATES
SYSTEM...

£449"

RRP £ Q.00

MARANTZ CD63

CD PLAYER
Exceptional performance,
excellent value

WHAT HI FI? %% % %% may 1995

KENWOOD
KA3020SE
AMPLIFIER

The best amplifier in the
1994 Awards

WHAT HI FI? %% % %% Awards 1994

KEF CODA 7
SPEAKERS

These budget boxes are
absolutely knockout

WHAT HI FI? k%% %% Apil 1995
OPTION MISSION 732
EXTRA £50

CD REPLAY
FROM A ‘TRUE
AUDIOPHILFE’

HI F1 SEPARATES
SYSTEM...

949"

RRP £ Q.00

PIONEER PDS703
CD PLAYER

The best CD Player in the
1994 Awards

WHAT HI FI? %% %% % aAwards 1994

PIONEER A400X
AMPLIFIER

Voted best amplifier in the
Federation of British Audio
Awards 1995

MISSION 733
SPEAKERS

Floor standers with deep bass
and a big sound stage

WHAT HI FI? %%k %% August 1995
OPTION KEF CODA 9
EXTRA £20

These systems are carefully selected to offer superb value for money.
Unfortunately we are unable to introduce alternative products, or offer 0% Finance

BRANCHES OPEN ALL

December 24th and 31st Open 11am~4pm - December 25th/26th Closed




AMPLIFIERS

Arcam Alpha 5+ £ 239.95
Arcam Alpha 6+ £ 349.95
Arcam Delta 290P £ 399.95
Arcam Delta 290 Inc remote  f 499.95
Audiolab 8000A £ 499.95
Audiolab 8000C £519.95
Audiolab 8000S £ 599.95
Audiolab 8000P £ 699.95
Audiolab 8000M (each) £ 749.95
Audiolab 8000PPA £ 849.95
Audiolab 8000Q £ 999 95
Cyrus PSXR £ 299.95
Cyrus Power £ 449.95
Cyrus Il f 499.95
Cyrus Pre f 649.95
Denon PMA250IIl £ 159.95
Exposure P.O.A
Kenwood KA3020SE £ 199.95
Marantz PM34 £ 14995
Marantz PM53 £245 £199.00
Marantz PM55SE £ 249.95
Meridian 501 Pre £ 624.95
Meridian 555 Pwr £ 624.95
Meridian 551 £ 694.95
Musical Fid E10 £ 299.95
Mousical Fid E100 £ 599.95
Musical Fid E200 Pre £ 599.95
Musical Fid E300 Pwr f 699.95
Mousical Fid A1000 £1399.95
Nad 310 £ 149.95
Nad 302 £366 £139.00
Nad 304 £ 259.95
Pioneer A203 £ 149.95
Pioneer A300R £ £ 169.00
Pioneer A400X £ 249.00
Pioneer A404R £ 259.95
Quad 77 £ 649.95
Quad 606 £71895
Quad 66 inc R1 f 897 95
Rotel RA920AX £ 119.95
Rotel RA930AX It £ 149.95
Rotel RA930BX £ 199.95
Rotel RA970BX £ 299.95
Rotel RC970BX I £ 174.95
Rotel RB970BX Il £ 224.95
Sony TAF246E £ 199.95
Technics SUA600 Mkl £199.95
Technics SUA700 MKkl £ 249.95
Technics SUA900 Mkl £ 399.95
Yamaha AX490 £ 249.95
MINI/MICROS

Aiwa NSXV30 £ 299.95
Aiwa NSXV90 £ 499.
Denon DC1 Inc Speakers £ 379.95
Denon DC30 Inc Speakers £ 499 95
Denon D77 Ex Speakers £ 649.95
Denon D90 Ex Speakers £ 699.95
Denon D110 Ex Speakers £ 799.95
Denon DF10 Ex Speakers £ 999.95
Kenwood UD403P f 549.95

Kenwood HD60O inc Coda 7 £ 599.00
Marantz 1020 inc Coda 8 £ 999.00
Sony MHC801 £399.95
CASSETTE DECKS

Aiwa ADF450 €376 £ 94.00

Denon DRM550 £ 159 95
Denon DRS640 £ 209.95
Denon DRM740 £ 269.95

Denon DRW580
Denon DRW760
Kenwood KXW4070
Nakamichi DR2
Nakamichi DR3

Nad 613

Pioneer CTS440S
Pioneer CTW504R
Pioneer CTW604RS
Pioneer CTS830S
Rotel RD960BX £ 249.95

Sony TCK515 3-Head Dolby § £ 245 £ 159.00
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Sony TCK661S £ 279.95
Teac V6030S f 549.95
Teac V8030S f 649.95
Technics RSBX501K £ 199.95
Yamaha KX380 £ 169.95
Yamaha KX580 £ 249.95

PX - Special ‘Part Exchange’ offer.

FG

PX
PX
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0

HOME CINEMA

Arcam Xeta One Amplifier £ 999.95
Arcam Xeta Two Processor f 649.95
Bose Acoustimass Systems LIST
GLL Arena System f 394.95
JBL MR Centre £ 9995
Kef 90 Centre £259.95
Kef 100 Centre £ 359.95
Kef 200 Centre £ 699.95

Kenwood KAV3700 Amplifier £ 299.95
Kenwood KAV7700 Amplifier £ 599.95

Kenwood KRV5570 Receiver £ 299.95
Kenwood KRV6070 Receiver £ 349.95
Kenwood KRV7070 Receiver £ 399.95
Meridian 541 Processor £ 999.95
Meridian 565 THX £1999.95
Mission 73S Surround (Pr) £ 99.95
Mission 73C Centre £ 149.95
Mission 75C Centre £ 249.95
NAD 716 Receiver £ 599.95
Pioneer VSX804RDS £ 399.95
Pioneer CLD-D515 LD £ £ 469.00
Pioneer CLD2950 LD £ £ 649.00
Polk LIST
Rel Strata Il Subwoofer f 494.95
Rel Storm Subwoofer £ 694.95
Rel Stadium Il Subwoofer £ 999.95
Rel Stentor Subwoofer £1494.95
Yamaha DSPE390 Processor £ 249.95
Yamaha DSPES580 Processor £ 449.95
Yamaha DSPE1000 Processor f 699.95
Yamaha DSPA590 Amplifier £ 349.95
Yamaha DSPA780 Amplifier £ 599.95
Yamaha DSPA970 Amplifier £ 799.95
Yamaha DSPA2070 Amplifier £1099.95
Yamaha RXV390 Receiver 299.95

Yamaha RXV590 Receiver .

Yamaha NSC80 Centre £ 99.95
Yamaha NSC110 Centre £149.95
Yamaha NSE80 Surround (Pr) £ 119.95
Yamaha YSTSW60 Sub £ 199.95
Yamaha YSTSW 120 Sub £ 29995

<4 SEE PRICE PROMISE
ON ADJACENT PAGE

THE SPECIA

HI Fl PRODUCT SELECTION

PX
PX

TURNTABLES

All prices are valid until at
least December 24th, 1995

Dual CS 435 inc. cart f.)af £ 109.00

Dual CS 455 Inc cart

£ 169.95

Dual CS 505.4 inc. cart£ 246 £ 189.00

Michell

Nad 5120 inc. cart
Nad 533 inc. cart
Project 0.5 inc. cart
Project 1 inc. cart
Project 6.1 inc. cart

Technics SL1200/SL1210 1
TUNERS

Arcam Alpha 5+
Arcam Delta 280
Audiolab 8000T

Cyrus FM7
Denon TU260L
Denon TU215RDS
Denon TU380RDS
Meridian 504
Musical Fid ESO
Musical Fid ESOO

Nad 402

Pioneer F204RDS
Pioneer F304RDS
Quad 66FM

Rotel RT935AX
Rotel RT950BX
Sony STS261
Yamaha TX480L
CD PLAYERS

Arcam Alpha One
Arcam Alpha S5+
Arcam Alpha 6

Arcam Black Box 50
Arcam Black Box 500
Arcam Delta 250 Transport
Arcam Delta 270

Audio Alchemy DAC in the box

SPEAKERS
B&W DM6E01 £ 199.95
B&W DM602 £279.95
B&W P4 £ 599.95
B&W PS5 £ 799.95
Castle Durham 900 £299.95
Castife Severn £ 499.95
Castle Chester Il £ 699.95
Castle Howard It £1099.95
JPW Minim £ 79.95
ef Coda 7 £ 129.95
ef Coda 8 £ 189.95
Kef Coda 9 £ 299.95
Kef Q10 £ 22995
Kef Q30 £ 379.95
Kef Q50 £ 529.95
Kef Ref One £1099.95
Meridian A500 £ 694.95
Mission 731 £129.95
Mission 731LE £ 149.95
Mission 732 £ 199.95
Mission 733 £ 299.95
Mission 734 £ 42995
Mission 735 £ 599.95

Mission 751 (R/Wood add £29)f 299.95
Mission 752 (R/Wood add £79)f 499.95
Mission 753 (R/Wood add £99)f 699.95

Monitor Audio Studio 2 (Blk) £ 599.95
Monitor Audio Studio 6 (Blk) £ 899.95
Monitor Audio Studio 12 (Blk) £ 999.95

Monitor Audio Studio 20SE (Blk) £2199.95

Nad 801 £ 99.95
Ruark Swordsman+ Il £ }!5 £ 199.00
Ruark Icon £ 359.95
Ruark Templar £ 499.95
Ruark Talisman Il £ 749.95
Ruark Paladin £1099.95
Ruark Crusader il £1599.95
Ruark Equinox £1849.95
Sony SS176E £ 199.95
Tannoy 631 £ 129.95
Tannoy 632 £ 199.95
Tannoy 633 £ 299.95
TDL NFM £ £ 79.00
TDL RTL2 £ 299.95
TDL RTL3 £ 399.95
TDL RTL4 f 649.95

Ask in store for details.

FG

FG

FG
FG

Audiolab 8000 COM
Audiolab 8000 DAC

Cyrus DAD7
Denon DCD315
Denon DCD625
Denon DCD825
Denon DCD1015
Harman FL8450
Marantz CD36
Marantz CD46

Marantz CD63
Marantz CD63SE

Meridian 563 DAC
Meridian 506

Meridian 500 Transport
Meridian 508 20 bit
Musical Fid E60
Musical Fid E600

Nad 510

Nad 502

Nad 513

Nad 514

Philips CD710

Pink Triangle
Pioneer PD 104
Pioneer PD204

Pioneer PDS504
Pioneer PDS703
Pioneer PDS904

Pioneer PDM603
Pioneer PDM703
Quad 77 Bus
Quad 77 Powered
Quad 67

Rotel RCD930AX
Rotel RCD970BX
Rotel RCD975

Sony CDP313 £
Sony CDP761E

Teac DT1 DAC
Teac VRDST1 Transport

Teac VRDS7 £
Technics SLPG570AK
Technics SLPS670AK
Yamaha CDX480

46
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£ 749.95
£ 399.95
£119.95
£ 149.95
£ 199.95
£ 624.95
£ 299.95
£ 499.95

£ 179.95

£ 139.95
£189.95
£ 554.95
£ 159.95
£ 249.95

£ 139.95
£ 139.95

£ 299.95
£ 479.95
£ 599.95

£ 479.95
£ 749.95
£ 799.95
£ 799.95

£ 229.95

£1299.95
£ 799.95

£ 899.95
£ 149.95
£ 199.95
£ 23995
£ 349.95
£ 299.95
£ 149.95
£179.95

£ 179.00
£ 349.95

£ 749.95
£ 874.95
£1094.95
£1659.95
£ 299.95
£ 599.95
£ 199.95
£ 24995
£ 289.95
£ 369.95

£ 99.00
P.O.A

£ 99.00
£ 249.95

£ 449 .95
f 499.95

£ 449.00

£ 169.95
£ 199.95

g,ﬁ{ £ 169.00

FG

PX
PX
PX

FG

FG- Claim free goods. Ask in store for details or see our Free Goods Advertisement in What Hi Fi? Magazine.

« Price rise soon.

OVER CHRISTMAS

January 1st Open 11am~4pm (Sevenoaks & Watford only)

Our WATFORD branch is open every Sunday
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SEVENOAKS
01732 459555
109-113 London Road

ABERDEEN
01224 587070
491 Union Street

BARROW-IN-FURNESS
01229 838757
46 Cavendish Street

BRIGHTON
01273 733338
55 Preston Street

BURY ST EDMUNDS
01284 753776
47 Churchgate Street

CANTERBURY
01227 462787
20a Lower Bridge St

CHATHAM
01634 846859
4 Railway Street

CHELSEA
0171 352 9466
403 Kings Road, SW10

CHELTENHAM

24 Pittville Street

CROYDON
0181 665 1203
373 London Road

ENFIELD
0181 342 1973
7 Genotin Road

ESSEX 01376 501733
1 The Grove Centre
Witham

GUILDFORD
01483 36666
73b North Street

LEICESTER
0116 255 7518
94 Granby Street

OXFORD
01865 241773
41 St Clements

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
01892 531543
28-30 St Johns Rd

WATFORD-Open Sunday
01923 213533
478 St Albans Road

WOOLWICH
0181 855 8016
162 Powis Street

WORCESTER
01905 612929
2 Reindeer Court

MAIL ORDER 01732 458985
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TRUE MUSICAL

quality hi fi products

arcam

ALPHA 6 CD

Arcam's reputation has long
been established for class
leading performance with the
remarkable ALPHA 1 and
ALPHA 5+ CD players. The
new ALPHA 6 carries on from
these.

The secret is Arcam’s all new
20bit digital audio board,
which delivers a musical
presentation with more detail,
clarity and depth than ever
before. The ALPHA 6 also
offers slimline styling and a
minimalist layout, ensuring
ease of operation as well as
making it an ideal aesthetic
match for Arcam's Alpha series
of amplifiers, especially the
new ALPHA 6+. These two
models combine to provide the
convenience of remote control
operation as well as
outstanding sound quality.
However, the astounding sonic
performance of the ALPHA 6
means that it will also
complement more expensive
ancillary products, like the
superb Delta series from
Arcam.

At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will
discover the new ALPHA and
DELTA series.

finance

AVAILABLE ON A WIDE
RANGE OF HI FI SEPARATES

Following the success of the
original Cyrus range, the new
Cyrus Il was developed.
Inside the familiar shoe-box
casing, this remarkable
amplifier incorporates the very
latest technology, including full
remote control operation.

By adding the PSX-R power
supply you isolate the Cyrus I
from the mains, reducing the
chance of extraneous noise
and glitches. The end result is
an audiophile product, adept
at reproducing all types of
music with great reality. The
recent award from the
Federation of British Audio
enhances the CYRUS Ill's
reputation further. For more
details on the Cyrus range,
including the DISCMASTER,
DACMASTER, DAD7, FM7
and the new PRE/POWER
amplifiers, contact your local
Sevenoaks Hi Fi-Cyrus branch.

PALADIN

Vifa tweeter, ensuring superb
mid range clarity and the
dimension of extended bass.
This means that when the
PALADIN's are partnered with
suitable amplification they are
sure to enhance all music
lovers’ enjoyment for many
years to come.

To audition the Ruark range,
including the TEMPLAR,
TALISMAN II, CRUSADER II
and the new ICON's, contact
your local Sevenoaks Hi Fi
branch.

meridian

506

Craftsmanship, style and
refined musical presentation is
evident with all Ruark
loudspeaker's. This is the
result of years of experience
and dedication to design. As a
member of the Guild of Master
Craftsman they refuse to
accept compromise.

The Ruark PALADIN's are a
two-way floorstanding
loudspeaker that incorporate a
new long throw driver and a

All Meridian components,
from the simplest to the most
complex, are designed to be
operated by the touch of a
single button on the MSR
remote control.

The 506 CD player is no
exception. It provides the levels
of performance you expect
fromm models within the superb
Meridian range.

Utilising a high mass drawer
mechanism and steel chassis
means that CD transportation
is exceptional. An 18bit Delta
Sigma conversion stage
ensures that bass notes are
delivered with real slam, while
detail is incredibly natural.
These are characteristics
common to all Meridian CD
players including the new
20bit 508 and the remarkable
500 and 563 CD transport and
DAC

However, the real benefits of
the 506 materialise when it is
used with other Meridian
components, like the 551
integrated amplifier and 504
digital tuner. Creating an
advanced an flexible, full
remote control system.

with style and value for

audiolab

8000S

The new 8000S, stereo
amplifier, offers the same
flexibility and outstanding
sound quality as every
Audiolab product. At the turn
of a switch it will perform as
an integrated amplifier
delivering 60 watts per
channel, or by connecting a
second power amplifier act as
the pre-amplifier in an
audiophile pre/power
combination. As a high
performance stand alone pre-
amplifier the 8000S delivers
many of the features found on
the remarkable new 8000Q,
such as Zg technology and
remote control operation. With
the addition of the 8000PPA,
vinyl replay is superb.

The 8000S also caters for the
addition of an Audio Visual
Decoder and an active sub-
bass system. This ensures that
the 8000S is an ideal amplifier
for the present and the future.
For more details on the
Audiolab 8000S, 8000A,
8000P, 8000C, 8000CDM,
8000DAC, 8000Q and
8000PPA, then contact your
local Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch.

authorised dealers for quality brands of hi fi separates

Sevenoaks Hi Fi have been at the forefront of Hi Fi retail in the UK for over 23 years.

We sell quality products to discerning customers and we firmly believe in a meaningful
demonstration and helpful unbiased advice.

All the products we sell are brand new, fully guaranteed and maintained by our own service
department. We also offer Peace of Mind with our own ‘No Quibble' extended warranty.
We are able to install the products you purchase, ensuring their optimum performance.




EXPRESSION

ht fi connoisseurs and music lovers

The new 77 CD player is
available in two guises. The
first is a conventional, mains
powered CD player, which
offers all of the hallmarks of
performance and style you
expect from Quad products.
The second is a bus powered
CD player, which must be
connected to the revolutionary
77 integrated amplifier and
operated by the new intelligent
remote control.

The introduction of this second
model enables Quad's new 77
system to offer almost limitless
expansion capabilities, and with
the addition of a 77 digital
tuner, this exciting family of
components will soon be
complete. This ensures that
Quad will continue to offer
their rare breed of innovation
and tradition.

RC/RB970BXII1

Designed and developed in the
UK, the amazing RC and
RB970BXMKIIl pre and power
amplifiers deliver audiophile
sound quality.

By adding a second power
amplifier, you can bridge the
two in mono, providing
incredible control with a wide
range of quality loudspeaker's.
The RC and RB970BXMKII
offer the same slimline styling
and characteristically solid build
as all Rotel products. A
separate record and listening
facility with tone defeat and a
split volume control means you
have almost finite adjustment.
While the addition of the
RQ970BX phono equiliser
ensures vinyl replay of the
highest standard.

For further details of the Rotel
range, including the
RCD970BX CD player and the
RA970BX integrated amplifier,
visit your local Sevenoaks Hi Fi.

ring any one of our branches for a competitive quote

monitor audio

STUDIO 20SE

The breathtaking STUDIO
series of loudspeaker's from
Monitor Audio, offer a no
compromise approach to
design and construction. This
is obvious the first moment you
see them. Whether they are
finished in a standard satin
veneer or a luscious grand
piano lacquer, they cater for a
discerning palette.
Incorporating a gold anodized
tweeter and an aluminium alloy
bass/mid range driver. The
superb STUDIO 20SE deliver
remarkable transparency and
the necessary focus to
reproduce complex passages of
music with such accuracy that
they are used in many
reference systems.

To experience the stunning
Monitor Audio STUDIO series
of loudspeaker's, including the
new STUDIO 12's, just visit
your Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch.

michell

GYRODEC

Simply ask your local branch for details.

If you thought this level of service might be expensive - then you would be wrong. We always try
to ensure that our prices are competitive.

However, in the unlikely event a competitor within 30 miles advertises an identical product as
available from stock at a lower price, even in a sale, we will match that price!

Added value offers not available on price match sales.

The GYRODEC has always
been a class act. Beautifully
styled in either a gorgeous
bronze or a standard silver
finish, it looks like no other
turntable. Like all of the
products designed and built by
John Michell, it offers
outstanding performance,
extracting every last nuance
from a variety of music.

The GYRODEC incorporates a
three point suspension system,
so it is very easy to set up. It
can also be used with a
multitude of tonearms and
cartridges, making it one of the
most flexible turntables
available. Over the years the
GYRODEC has evolved. With
the addition of the new QC
power supply it provides vinyl
replay normally associated with
more expensive turntables.

CD63SE

Marantz are one of the audio
manufacturers that enjoys
making recorded sound as
realistic as is possible. This
development of pure hi-fidelity
has led the Hi Fi press to
bestow numerous Best Buys
and Recommendations upon
models within their range. The
latest being the 1995 What Hi
Fi Award of CD player Best Buy.
The CD63SE offers sparkling
performance. With its high
mass drawer mechanism and
copper screening ensuring
unrestricted CD transportation
and air flow, all music from
classical to rock, jazz to blues is
reproduced faithfully.

The CD63SE also offers a
logical upgrade path, via its
coaxial and digital outputs.
With this pedigree the superb
CDG63SE represents
exceptional value for
money.
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BURY ST EDMUNDS
01284 753776
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01227 462787
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CHATHAM
01634 846859
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CHELSEA
0171 352 9466
403 Kings Road, SW10

CHELTENHAM
01242 241171
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CROYDON
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0181 342 1973
7 Genotin Road

ESSEX 01376 501733
1 The Grove Centre
Witham
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0116 255 7518
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28-30 St Johns Rd

WATFORD-Open Sunday
01923 213533
478 St Albans Road

WOOLWICH
0181 855 8016
162 Powis Street

WORCESTER
01905 612929
2 Reindeer Court




AND SAVE

UP TO £17 ON _§
NEWSSTAND

PRICES!

HomeEntertainment suescriee Topar:

Subscribe to Home Entertainment for
2 years - get this free gift and pay just
£1.79 per issue.

FREE UNIVERSAL
REMOTE CONTROL

This pre-programmed
Vivanco UPR 120
controller covers a
wide range of TV's,
video recorders and
satellite receivers,
offering excellent all
round value for
money.

All gifts subject to availability

* é HOME ENTERTAINMENT SUBSCRIPTION APPLICATION FORM
X
R
§° &0 [J 1 wish to start my subscription to Home Entertainment Name of account holder(s)
Q O < for 24 issues and receive my FREE gift.

Y

or...
[] 1 am already a subscriber, please extend my subscription
for 24 issues and send me my FREE gift.

TICK THE SUBSCRIPTION REQUIRED

2 YEARS [JUK £45 [J Europe £69
DETAILS

Name

Address

[JWorld £91

Postcode Daytime phone

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Complete section @ Direct Debit, @ Cheque or @ Credit /Debit Card

SAVE AN EXTRA £2 WHEN YOU PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT (UK ONLY)
@© ] DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENT (UK ONLY)

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit.
To the manager - bank name
Address

Postcode

Bank sort code |__|__Il__|__Hl__

Please pay Dennis Publishing Ltd. direct debits from the account detailed

on this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by The Direct Debit
Guarantee.

Banks and building societies may not accept direct debit instructions for some types of account.

Signature(s) Date

CHEQUE OR CREDIT CARD PAYMENT
@ (]| enclose a cheque made payable to: Dennis Publishing Limited

© [] Please charge my [ Visa [J Access/Mastercard

[ AMEX [] Switch - Issue No.! |
Card number |__I__ |1 W1 0]

Expiry date |__I__Il__|

Today's date

Signed
"P601 HC"

[J Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products.

NOW RETURN THE COUPON TO: UK READERS: Home Entertainment Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD7, Bristol BS12 OBR. NO STAMP REQUIRED
OVERSEAS READERS: Home Entertainment Subscriptions, Bradley Pavilions, Bradley Stoke North, Bristol BS12 0BQ.

OR USE THE CREDIT CARD HOTLINE ON: 01454 620070 OR FAX 01454 620080



The record industry is dead right to be nervous

about the recent launch of CD-R.
And Barry Fox knows why.

he arrival of CD-R (Pioneer PDR-

05, HFC 148) should make some

people very glad that DAT and

DCC flopped, and that Mini Disc
never caught on in Europe. While they have
been waiting for a de facto standard in digital
audio recording to archive their LP collec-
tion, the original vinyl has been gaining value
— up to £40 or £50 for some good-condition
titles. At that price, owners can afford the
high price of CD recording and still show a
profit by selling the original vinyl.

The price of the hardware (£1,300) is like-
ly to fall. Philipsand Marantz have announced
launchesofsimilarrecordersinthespring,and
Sony, Yamaha and Kenwood are also ready.
Terrie O’Connell, Marantz’s Managing
Director for Europe, recently described CD-
Rasa future ‘coreproduct’,andProductManager
Ken Ishiwata said that Marantz has a long-
term target price of £499.

However, withouta better dealon blanks,
CD-Rcannotbecomeamassmarketproduct.
And this is where things get interesting.

Early thisyear,themajorelectronics com-
panies held meetings with the [IFPland RIAA
(RecordingIndustry Association of America).
Theyreachedanagreementonwhatcanonly
bedescribedasapolicyofcripplingconsumer
CD-R.Buttheagreementislikegorgonzola...

Stopping the pirates

Like DAT, DCC and Mini Disc, any CD
recorder will incorporate the Serial Copying
Management System.SCMSputsanelectronic
marker on the blank disc as it is used to copy
music from a pressed CD. The SCMS circuit-
ryalsostopstherecordermakingacopyofany
CDalreadymarkedasacopy.Inpractice,this
isno realdeterrentto piracy,becausethereis
nothing to stop the user making any number
of first-time copies fromthesamepressedCD.

Recently,a Dutch/Germanspecialistelec-
tronics told readers how to built a Copy Bit
Killer circuit, foraround £100. Under the US
AudioHomeRecording Act, ‘wilful’ marketing
of anti-SCMS devices is worth a fine of, liter-
ally,amilliondollars. Butwhatifsomeonecalls
ita ‘bitstream cleaner’?

Each CDrecorderalsohasitsownindividual
identification number, stored electronically
inside. A circuitcalled RecorderIdentification
automatically transfers this number to every
blankdiscused. The manufacturerkeepsasales
log of machine numbers supplied to dealers.

HI-FI CHOICE

Dealers are supposed to cross-ref-
erence these numbers with cus-
tomers who buy the machines. So,
iflegalinspectorsfind largenumbers
of pirated CDs bearing the same serial
number, they should be able to track down
themachine ownerfromthesaleslogs.Buteven
if logs are kept, pirates can easily defeat the
system by buying under a false name.
Consumer decksshouldonlybeabletorecord
on blanks which aremarked ‘for consumeruse’.
Apart from the printed label, these discs are
factory-marked with an electronic Disc
Application Code. Thedigital time code, pre-
pressedontothediscinthegroove, hasthedig-
italbitnumber 14 setto‘one’. Professionaldiscs
have bit number 14 set to ‘zero’. As soon as a
blank disc is loaded, the consumer recorder
checks bit 14, and if it is set to zero the disc is
physically rejected. Professional players can,
however, cope with either bit setting.

The one-hour threshold
While professional discs run for 74 minutes,
Pioneer’s blanks stop at 60 minutes. This is
unlikely to matter when archivingan LP, but
it blocks straight-through dubbing of hour-
plusCDs. TheIFPIsaysthereisnowrittenagree-
menton playing time, but Pioneer is working
ontheunderstandingthatconsumerdiscscan
onlyrunto60minutes. As Pioneerreliesheav-
ily on the goodwill of the music industry for
LaserDiscreleasedeals, thecompany will prob-
ably not doanythingto upsetthe record com-
paniesbymaking 74 minute blanks. However,
tape and chemical companies TDK, Fuji,
Taiyo Yuden and BASF have no such fears.
Pioneer’s 60 minute blanks cost £15,

opiio [

PC CD-R: Pioneer has made
sure its PDR-05 is politically correct.

whereasprofessionalscan now buy 74 minute
discs for as little as £6 each. Pioneer says the
high priceis because thecompanyhastomake
its own consumer discs, in a Laser Disc plant.
Pioneeris unlikely toramp up productionand
drivedown theprice,but Taiyo, TDK, Fujiand
BASF could easily drop the priceto a fiver per
blank if they wanted.

If the disc-makers do start producing 74
minuteblankswiththe Consumer Application
Code,atafiveratime,CD-R quicklywillbecome
amassmarketproduct. Thatwould force the
recordcompaniestore-think their whole pol-
icyonthepriceof pressed CDs. Itdoesnottake
arocket scientist to know what some people
will do if pressed discs cost two or three times
the price of blanks. And the record industry
trade bodies dare not strike deals which arti-
ficially hold the market price high. They risk
actionsunder European andUSlawfor price-
fixing, anti-trust and unfair trading.

Even if the 60 minute time limitsticks, the
record companiessstill have some re-thinking
todo. Whenthe price ofconsumer blanksdrops,
theycannolongershort-changethe publicwith
music CDs that run for under an hour.

So, these may soon be the good old days
which therecord companies willlook back on
with red and misty eyes. A
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SPECIAL INVES'

Trichord's cult-classic CD player modification now
has its own power supply for greater compatibility.

Paul Miller investigates.

he premise was simple enough. Just
hand your treasured CD player and
a wad of cash to Trichord; they !
replace the existing master clock :
withacustom-specified crystal oscil-
lator module called Clock 2;and in i
theoryatleast, thisnew and highlystableclock
should tighten up the timing of digital data, :
reducinglevelsofjitter (seeissue 147),improve
theaccuracyof D/A conversionandreduce all

sorts of nasty distortion en route.

In practice, however, because Clock 2
tappedofftheplayer’sexistingpowersupply, :

itexerted whatcanonlybedescribedasa‘par-

asitic influence’, actually increasing the lev-
elsofnoiseanddistortionassociatedwithsome :
CD players. On the whole, modification was
more appropriate to players with robust, :
well-regulated power supplies, thantypicalbud-
get machines whose power supplies are usu-  :

ally more fragile.

Time keeps on slippin’...

Although theconceptof Clock 2waslaudable, :

its execution seemed both flawed and unpre-

dictable on the basis of our objective tests in
issue 145. Fortunately, the solution was self i
evident: just equip the Clock 2 module with
itsown piggy-back 1VA powersupplyandtap :
into the player’s 240V mains inlet! This has

now becomethebasisof Trichord’slatest£221

Clock 2 Systemwhich, inonefellswoop,avoids
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the extranoise and distortion suffered by some
original Clock 2-modified players.Incidentally,
ownersofplayersthathavealready had Clock
2 treatment can have the new power supply i
i circuit-board-track layout. Inthis case, improv-

added for £80.

Early reports suggest that the new Clock
2Systemamountstoamoreprofound upgrade
than the original Clock 2, even though there
isno appreciable change in the harmonic dis-
tortion, noiseorlow-levellinearity ofthe mod-

ified players. Jitter, however, is the key.

For those readers without a copy of issue
147, jitterisablurring of the precise timing of
the edges that represent the ones and zeros of
the digital code. If thisjitter (oruncertainty)is i
regular, the distortion caused during D/Acon-
versionismanifested asextrasignalseitherside

of the ‘real” signal represented by the digital

code. Ifthejitter israndom, the distortion will

appear as an increase in background noise.

The right kind of jitter

In practice, the effect of the Clock 2 System is
highly specific,actingtosuppress notjitteras i
awholebutonlyoneortwotypesofiitter. Jitter
within Pioneer’s PD-5703, for example, !
derives principally from an interaction with
its powersupply (PSU) and bitstream DAC.
Thesidebands(1)and (2) arenotappreciably i
reduced by the Clock 2 Systembecausethejit-
teringeffect of the PSU noise s linked to both
the physical construction of theplayerandits

TRICHORD'S NEW CLOCK 2

PIONEER PD-S703: JITTERWITH & WITHOUT 'CLOCK 2 SYSTEM'

(1) (1)
N

)
N

ing the clock is akin to fitting a new padlock
after the horse has bolted.

Only one spike (3)intheunmodified play-
er (red trace) is obviously suppressed by the
use of the Clock 2 System (black trace). This
spikeisevidenceofdata-inducedjitter,caused
by the pattern of the digital data itself, rather
than some external ‘blurring’ agent like the
PSU. As this spike accounts for such a small
fractionofthetotaljitter,it’shardlyworth mod-
ifying the PD-S§703.

'AMAHA CDX-480: JITTER WITH & WITHOU T "'CLOCK 2 SYSTEM'

otal Jitter|

Which CD players benefit most?
This poses a question: is the Clock 2 System
best suited toimproving CD players thatsuf-

HI-FI CHOICE



TRICHORD'S NEW CLOCK 2

ARCAM ALPHA PLUS: JITTER SPECTRUM
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fer from data-inducedjitter,ratherthanother
forms? Totestthistheorylinserted the Clock
2circuitryintoa CD player already known to
suffer high levels of data-induced jitter.
Yamaha’s CDX-480 (tested in issue 147)
wastheidealcandidate—aplayerthatincurs
some 1225 picoseconds of jitter, 95 percent
of which is data-induced.

As suspected, the result was that Clock 2
smashed both the fundamental data-induced
jitter (4) and third harmonicdata-inducedjit-
ter (5) downtojust270psec. Youcanalso see
asignificantreductioninrandom (noise-like)
jitter (6) between the original (red) and mod-
ified (black) players. Theupshot? A vastly supe-
rior sound fromaplayeroriginally hampered
by a poor clock design.

Which CD players to upgrade?

Having come to understand the mechanism
behind the new Clock 2 upgrade, I collected
together a number of old-time CD players:

HI-FI CHOICE

0 J. 0 0 ) A HQ R PERFOR
) AR DR L 1):4) 0 PGRAD
CD PLAYER TOTALJITTER PSUINDUCED DATA INDUCED POTENTIAL FOR
(WEIGHTED) JITTER JITTER UPGRADE

Arcam Alpha Plus 137psec 42psec 99psec Poor
Denon DCD-890 333psec 63psec 288psec Good
Marantz CD-5211 SE 408pseé a <20psec 134psec Average
Marantz CD-65I1 237psec 54psec 108psec Average
Marantz CD-65I1 SE 192psec <20psec 86psec Average
Micromega Leader 196psec 61psec 165psec Good
Philips CD850 236psec <20psec 201psec Very Good
Pioneer PD-S703 1246psec 1060psec 230psec Poor
Rotel RCD-855 182psec <20psec 122psec Average
Rotel RCD-865 1111 p;e;: i 476psec 1006psec Excellent
Rotel RCD-965BX 351psec 278psec 185psec Average
Sony CDP-311 2145psec 690psec 1447psec Excellent
Yamaha CDX-480 1225psec <20psec 1218psec Excellent

favouritesthatsold very well in theirtime but
which are now, likely as not, due for replace-
ment. The results of this survey are shown in
the box above.

Let’s look at some of the results in greater
detail. We’vealreadydiscovered thatPioneer’s
PD-S703 isn’t worth re-clocking because,
despitehighoveralljitterlevels, data-induced
distortion is already very low.

By contrast, both the Rotel RCD-855 and
Arcam Alpha Plus may sufferafarhigherpro-
portionofdata-inducedjitter(7),buttheover-
allamountofsuchdistortionisalreadysolow
thatre-clockingwouldsimply be overkill.I've
plotted thesejitterspectrainour usual format
so you can compare them with players from
issue 147 and next month’stestgroup. By the
way,it’sinteresting thatthe Alpha Plus’sran-
dom or noise-like jitter (8) is lower than that
achieved by any player we’ve tested recently!

By way of complete contrast, Rotel’s clas-
sic Bit Stream RCD-8635 is positively ripe for
the Clock 2 Systemupgradewith data-induced
(9) and random jitter (10) running riot
throughouttheplayer. Don’tforget, thisplay-
er was produced before manufacturers
appreciated the extrasensitivity ofbitstream
converters to digital jitter.

Allthree Marantzplayerspresenta
more ambiguous picture, because
despite jitter levels improving
fromgenerationtogener-

ation, the trio all suffer from complex (ie not
PSU or data-induced) jitter. The CD-521ISE
hassomedata-inducedjitter(11) togetherwith
acomplexjittercomponentat29Hz(12)which
amountsto 359psecofthe408psectotal. This
can be seen by expanding the horizontal axis
by 12 times,asinthegraphic(left). Asaresult,
theseplayersmayrespondtothe Clock 2 System
rather more favourably than anticipated.

Conclusion

Aswe have shown, the original Clock 2 mod-
ification was not as universally applicable as
itmighthavebeen.Now thatitswrinkleshave
beenironedout,however,the Clock2 System
can be recommended as an upgrade that, at
worst, should do no harm to your player. At
best it can breathe new life into selected CD
players, both old and new. a

The clock that
re-launched a

supply.
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Chill out

I recently bought a Denon D90
with KEF Coda speakers. The
cabinet the stereo sits in is only
two cm off the top of the stereo.
My amp is, of course, on the
top. Is that enough clearance,
or should I rack it?

A Rohwws, Nottingham

Modern audio equipment is
designed to sustain a certain

especially true of packaged
audio, where the usual working
assumption is that if anything
can be done to bugger the
equipment up, someone will do
it. Howeuver, this is not a licence
to mistreat: the manufacturer’s
instructions about ventilation
should be followed. Just make
surethatthereis a clear air path
around the amplifier and keep
an eye on its temperature, and

all should be well.

amount of abuse, and this is

Query of the month

System: Micromega Stage 2, Audiolab 8000A and Celestion 3s,
with van den Hul interconnects and speaker cables in a 12 x 20
foot carpeted room.

Where do I go from here? My plan is to add an Audiolab
8000P and perhaps change the A for a C. I think the things that
needs changing are the Celestions, and I plan to spend about
£500 on replacements. I like the 3’s upper frequencies, how-
ever, and listening to them against a friend’s Monitor Audio 7s
has made me realise the Celestion’s limitations.

My ‘friendly local hi-fi dealer’ says that floorstanders in the
£500 range are a ‘cop-out’ and that they do not give ‘true bass’,
for which he says you need to spend £2,000 plus.

Azlan Sharom, via the Internet

First, keep your existing amplifier, for now at least. It is easily
good enough to see you through your next change of speakers.
However, I think you should get shot of your dealer. The idea
that £500-ish floorstanding loud-
speakers are a cop-out is non-
sense. The £500 - £700 price
band marks a watershed of a
kind, one that yields the first
speakers with real bass — and
they are precisely the floor
standing columns your dealer |
berates. The granddaddy of the
breed — the speaker that re-
established the floorstanding
column in recent times — is the
£700 Mission 753, which I'd
thoroughly recommend. At
£500, there is the newer 752,
which has a slightly softer, less |
dynamic and less defined charac-
ter, but which can sound a little |
more transparent and less manip
ulative. I think you'll like it.
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Dole remnant

My system consists of a Trio
KD1033 turntable, Sony
Discman, Aiwa AD-F410
cassette deck, Denon
PMA250II1 amplifier
and Gale Reference
Monitors. The problem is
that my turntable is the last
remnant of my ‘dole’ system —
the rest is what I like to call my
‘low paid job’ system. Now I
am keen to replace the
turntable. The question is, how
does the Trio stand up against
more modern machines? If the
old Trio is adequate, I would be
happy to merely get it serviced.
Michael Hiney, via the Internet

The Trio (now Kenwood)
KD1033 was a better-than-
average-budget deck in the
*70s. Its simplicity means it is
easily serviceable, although a
worn main bearing would be
fatal. Nevertheless, the Trio’s
performance is way short of the
Rega Planar 2 or 3, either of
which would make an ideal
replacement, according to your
budget. They cost £198 and
£260, respectively.

Ambitious

In Greece I have an old Akai
component system to
which I'd like to add a CD
player. My problem is that
the system is so old, I do
not know which CD player
would be suitable. I listen
mainly to soul, slow and
instrumental music, and I
would like a sound that can
recreate the feeling that the
listener is where the music
was recorded.
C.Sakellariou,

via the Internet

The reality is that there is
| no restriction other than
the bounds of common
sense on the choice of CD

Rega Planar
3 to replace the
'Dole remnant’ Trio.

player, but there is a strict limit
to what you can expect from
any player. Choose any good
budget model from Sony or
Pioneer, say, but expect to hear
a somewhat cleaner and
sharper version of what you
already have. To experience the
kind of audio nirvana that |
suspect you're after, a whole-
sale change in your system may

be needed.

Alto voce

I intend to build a system
around an Audio Innovations
Alto amplifier — I’ve fallen for
its looks. I would like some
advice on speakers between
£250 - £350, bearing in mind
its low power and current capa-
bility. Would Royd Minstrels
with Cable Talk 3 cable be suit-

Audio Innovations anticipates
customer demand in ‘Alto voce’.
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able? My room is four by three
metres, and I listen to anything
from rock to classical.
G Thomas, Berkshire

As it happens, Audio
Innovations have antici-
pated your needs with the
Alto loudspeaker. We took a
subjective look at this £300
model in the December issue
(149) and found it very much to
our liking. A full, formal review
will be appearing in the March
issue (152). And don’t forget
the Alto CD player if you want
the ultimate sci-fi system.

Field amplification

I have read in the past that all
monitor speakers are not neces-
sarily suitable for near-field lis-
tening. Are there any electron-
ics (pre/power amplifiers)
designed or well suited for
near-field listening?

Robert Hoops, Texas

I know of no electronics specif-
ically designed for near-field
listening, and few speakers,
although companies like JBL
spring to mind. Most speakers
are voiced to be heard from
about two meters, or slightly
more. Most speakers tend to
sound bright when listened to
from close quarters, and by this
I mean less than, say, about
one-and-a-half metres. Your
best bet would be an amplifier
with tone controls, such as a
Quad pre/power or the
Audiolab 8000A.

Current hungry

I intend to upgrade my current
NAD 7220PE integrated
amplifier (25W) to another
NAD amplifier. I think my

e
B 0 =
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Tannoy 632
speakers require a bit more
muscle, and I am trying to
decide between the NAD 304
(35W), the 705 (40W) and the
306 (50W). I rarely listen to
radio, so the tuning capabilities
of the 705 are an unnecessary
bonus.

Philippe Yared, Beirut

Power is one of those attributes
of an amplifier you can’t have
too much of, and the Tannoys
will definitely cruise better at
middle or higher volumes with
a NAD 306.

Digilog-off

I own the following: Philips
CD-473 used as a CD trans-
port, Musical Fidelity Digilog,
Mission Cyrus Il and KEF C75
Uni-Q speakers. I am very
pleased with the sound of this
system, which has given me
years of trouble-free service.

A few days ago, however,
my Digilog stopped working,
and enquiries with the manu-
facturer suggest it could cost
quite a lot to repair. Given that
the Philips transport is sound-

Get real close with Quad’s 8000A in ‘Field amplification’.
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ing increasingly
‘slack’ and making all kinds of
ticking and whirring noises,
should I repair the Digilog and
look at upgrading to a better
quality transport (how does the
Digilog rate alongside modern
DACs?). Or should I junk both
and buy a good quality
midrange CD player?

Tony Brown, via the Internet

I would hesitate to spend a lot
to bring the Digilog back to life,
especially if you expect to face a
similar problem with the trans-
port. Think in terms of a new
integrated player, such as the
Marantz CD-7211 (£600) or
one of the Micromega Stage
options (£550 — £900) if your
budget allows. Consider lower
cost alternatives from Sony and
Pioneer if it doesn’t.

Acoustic curtain

I am the happy owner of what’s
mainly a NAD system (502 CD,
402 tuner, 306 amp), but 'm
not too happy with the speak-
ers, which are B&W DM630s.
In my view, they spoil the final
result, but perhaps they only
need a ‘beefier’ amp? The
midrange doesn’t project prop-
erly, as if a curtain is muffling
the results, and the bass is much
too heavy and woolly. I consid-
ered purchasing Castle
Chesters or Dali 450s, but I am
open to suggestions.

Further, I must admit that
my cables and interconnects
are very cheap. I wonder
whether quality cables would
change the outcome drastically.
Bart Lefebre, Belgium

I've been refreshing my mem-
ory buds, and have discovered
that the DM630 did indeed
tend to sound thick and woolly.
Something of an oddball in the

Micromega's Stage range will let
the ‘Digilog-off’ nicely.

B&W line-up of its day, it
responded best with a big,
gutsy amplifier. The NAD
306 is certainly under-
endowed for the job.

From this distance, it is
difficult to make a definitive

diagnosis. A change of ampli-
fier probably won’t provide a
complete cure, although it may
turn out to be a prerequisite
anyway, given your level of
expectations. If you decide on a
change of loudspeakers, I can’t
answer for the Dalis, but the
Castles sound like a pretty good
idea. In any case, this must be
an opportune moment to
engage the services of a special-
ist dealer who can demonstrate
some of the alternatives.

The cables will definitely
make a difference, and as the
system changes to offer more
resolution and control, the
effect of the cables will become
starker. But they are unlikely to
have a dramatic enough effect
to account for the observations
you make. The DM630 is,
however, known to respond
favourably to bi-wiring.

Harsh language
I have a Pioneer A-400X and a
pair of Tannoy 633 floorstand-
ing speakers connected with
Talk 3 cable. The treble seems
too harsh at times, which has
made me wonder if there was
something wrong with either
the A-400X or the 633s.

Is there a cable that’s more

Query of
the month

Each month we're giving away a
one metre pair of Precious Metals
interconnect cables to the writer
of the most interesting letter. If
you've any system queries send
them to: Hi-Fi Choice (Help!)
Dennis Publishing Ltd, 19 Bolsover
Street, London W1P 7H).
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&g suitable, warmer and richer in

openness and clarity? What is
the cause of the harshness?

The other components of
my system are a Marantz CD-
63 and a Cambridge DAC-
Magic 1. 1 was thinking of a
future upgrade for the A-400X,
but have yet to make my mind
up. My budget would be
around £1,000 - £1,500.
David Castello, London

There are various factors to
consider here: both your CD
transport and speakers have an
inclination towards brashness
and your amplifier is slightly
under-powered to fully control
the 633s. But it’s not easy to see
which is the worst culprit.

As a start, try toeing in the
speakers so that their axis cross
in front of the listening posi-
tion. If this isn’t sufficient, your
most economic alternative
would be to replace the speak-
ers with something more
relaxed and efficient. We would
suggest you listen to the Systym
937 (£600) and Mission’s 752
(£500), which are both fine
floorstanders with an easy
amplifier load.

Easy listening

My system comprises an Arcam
Alpha Plus (Trichord Clock 2
modified) CD player,

HI-FI CHOICE

A pair of Systym 937s to fend off
'Harsh language’.

Nakamichi DR3 cassette deck,
Linn Basik/Akito/K9 record
deck and Linn Index speakers
on Ku-Stone stands — with
Chord Flatline twin core and
Linn interconnects. I'd like to
upgrade the amplifier — an
Arcam Alpha 3 — as I find the
sound somewhat ‘easy’ and
uninspiring. My only real
requirements are a phono input
and a headphone socket. 'm
confused about which direction
to go — Magnum [A170, the
new Alpha 5 or 6, Audiolab
8000A, Arcam Delta 290,
Sugden A21A or perhaps the
Mission Cyrus I1I. Any ideas?
John Kenton, Bolton

Have you listened to any of
these ampsé If so, what did you
think? Most of them will inject
a little more electricity and in
some cases a good deal of
added gravitas to the proceed-
ings. My money would go on
the refined and exquisitely
detailed Cyrus 111, especially if
there was a realistic prospect of
adding a PSX power supply at
some time in the future. But
although it has a phono input,
it has no headphone socket. 1
should imagine, however, that
QED would be able to supply a
headphone output device that
could be driven by the Cyrus’
pre-out sockets. A

HELP!

/" DEALER DECISIONS

Three well-known hi-fi dealers aim for the perfect solution to your problems.

THE QUERY

I have about £2,000 to spend upgrading the main components of

my system, which currently consists of a Philips CD618 CD play-

er,aSony TA-F440Eamplifier, QED F200cablesandapairofCelestion

UL10loudspeakers (about 20 years old!). I listen to opera and the

like,soIamlookingforlotsofdetailand plenty of ‘oomph’. However,

Ilive in a small terraced house soI want the bass tightly controlled.
I know the speakers have to go, but do I throw the lot out and

startagain? Do I upgrade the CD player with a DAC?

R T Standing, North London

Griffin Audio
My advice to you would be to throw the lot out and start again.
Adding a DAC would make an improvement, but I don’t consider
itagoodinvestment for youinthelongterm. Giventheamountyou
are prepared to spend, I would suggest that you listen to two sys-
tems. The first comprises Linn Mimik CD player with Linn Majik
amplifierand Linn Tukanspeakers;the otherismade up of Quad’s
77 CD and amplifier, partnered with a pair of Quad 10L speakers.
Boththesesystems sound tremendousonallkinds of music,and
speaker willwork superbly ina smallroom. Considera pairof Linn
Keilidbs as an alternative. These would give you more oomph, but
astheyarefloorstanders,youshouldtry theminyourlistening room
before buying, just in case the extra bass is overpowering.
Bob Griffin, Griffin Audio, Birmingham

Acoustic Arts

Wesuggestyoukeep the Philips CD618andaddtoitthe Theta TLC.
This device will extend the life of the CD player and upgrade the
unittothatofanexcellenttransport. Addtothiseitherthe Alchemy
DAC in the Box or DPA Little Bit converters.

Asyouliveinaterraced house, youdo notneed an overtly pow-
erful amplifier, butone with finesse, and we would recommend the
Densen Beat 50W integrated amplifier. This amp has a wonder-
fully ‘open’ midrange, coupled with good control across the audio
frequency range.

Due to the size of the room, we think the B&W CDM1 loud-
speakers would fit the bill quite well. They provide good imaging
and a tight bass, while being fast, punchy and very open at the top
end. Thisshouldleaveyouwithareasonablemarginforstandsand
cables. Hopefully, you will find this combination highly suitable
for your musical taste and environmental limitations.

Kingsley Scott, Acoustic Arts, Watford

The Hi-Fi Company

Anoperaticvoiceisatruly musicalinstrument, which, together with
the sheer scale of orchestral support, places special demands on a
hi-fi system. We’ll take all of your components in part-exchange,
asthey are fineindividually. However, with a system, we think you
can move towards a vastly more satisfying soundstage.

Ideally, we’d suggestahomedemonstration, particularlytotake
into account thatall-important interactive component — your lis-
tening room. Yet, working by ‘remote control’, we feel confident
thatour initial recommendation will meet your principal expecta-
tions—transparency and anemphatic bass performance. It’s unlike-
ly that the low frequency element of an operatic production will
botheryour neighboursinthe way thattherelentless ‘thump, thump’
of other music types often does.

Wethereforerecommendthe Mission DAD7 CD player, the Mission
Cyrus 3 amplifier and Mission 752 loudspeakers. The Cyrus elec-
tronics offer superb driving capabilities and can be upgraded sim-
ply by adding high current PSX power supplies. Suitable cabling
canbedecided once we have a firm appreciation of room acoustics.
Steve Wilcox, The Hi-Fi Company, Peterborough
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Our in-house X-Files investigator Jimmy ‘Spooky’ Hughes investigates
curious Mana-ings in the Landon area.

tmay be couched in vary-
ingterms, butthe most-asked
questionin hi-ficanonlybe:
which component should
onereplace tomaximise the poten-
tialofapresentsystemandobtain
the most cost-effective improve-
ment? [f [ wanted to improve the
soundofmysystem,thereare var-
iousavenues’ddefinitelyexplore,
but I doubt that replacing one of
my equipment support stands
wouldbetopofthelist. Ofcourse,
it’s important to have quality
supportstands, butsurely beyond
a certain level, the law of dimin-
ishing returns must kick in with
avengeance. Or not...
Ifyou’vealready gotdecentsup-
port stands, you’ve probably got
reason to assume things are well
covered. Certainly,inmyowncase,
using Mana’s two tier Reference
table under a Wilson-Benesch
turntable,Ithoughtl hadlittleto
worry about, feelingthatany fur-
therimprovements wroughtbya
better support would be margin-
al. Farsafer to invest one’s hard-
earned inanother partof the sys-
tem — perhaps upgrading a key
component. Atleast,that’swhat
Ithoughtuntila fewweeksback!

More Mana madness

[tseemsthatlwaswrong. Superb
as it is, replacing the Mana
Reference table withtheir Phase
Fourstand producedaremarkable
improvementthatwentfarbeyond
anything I might have anticipat-
ed. Thedifferencewasfarfromsub-
tle yet difficult to put into words.
Essentially, the Phase Four table
seemed to make the music sound
moreinterestingand vital. [t was
asifI’dre-setthe turntable—sud-
denlyeverythingsoundedtighter
and more cohesive, with greater
fine detail and expressive subtle-
ty. The sound was noticeably
firmer and moresolid,sothatinstru-
mentsand voicesreproducedwith
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greater presence and body.

Yet beyond these sonic gains
was a larger, more significant
change to the musicitself. It was
asifone couldsuddenly hearlots
ofextrapartsthathadn’tbeenquite
audible before. Rather than a
trackconsisting of afewdominant
voicesorinstrumentsagainstagen-
eralised backdrop, the whole pic-
ture seemed to snap into focus so
thatsmallincidental partssuddenly
took onadded significance. Subtle
changes of tone colour and slight
shifts in dynamics began to reg-
isterwith greaterimpact,making
the music more interesting and
expressive. The whole experi-
ence took me backtoearlierdays
with the Linn Sondek LP12
turntable, and how it seemed to
find the magic in otherwise ordi-
nary recordings.

David and Goliath

It’s easy to think that an expen-
sive system must always beat
smallerandlessambitiousoutfits.
Yetoftenthemostsatisfyingmusi-
calresultsare obtained from sys-
tems that are set-up so each indi-
vidual part works close to its
peak, resulting in a collective
resultfargreater than the sum of

Jimmy's system has felt the Force
Four of Mana's equipment tables

the parts. A modest but well-
matched system giving 100 per-
cent will often sound far more
involvingandsatisfvingthanamuch
bettersystemthat’sonlyworking
at 50 percent of its potential. It
remindsmeof Linn’scomparison
of a good, cheap system that
includedan P12, withsomething
much more costly incorporating
alessable turntable; the cheaper
system won every time — it had
acertain magicthatthe ‘better’ sys-
tem simply couldn’t match.

Imentionthisbecauseitseems
veryappropriatetothekindofeffect
produced by Mana’s Phase Four
stand. It did seem to allow a lot
more fine detail to be heard, but
by itself this was not what made
theendresultsosatistving. Instead,
itwas thewayeach voiceandinstru-
mentstarted torelate,asifevery-
onewasplayingtogether. This,plus
afeeling of firmnessandtotalsecu-
rity orstability, wasincredibly sat-
isfying. Hence my remarks earli-
er, regarding the turntable being
setup again.

Try it on your CD, Gran

This improvement is not limited
to turntables. Putting a CD play-
eroramplifier on the Phase Four

standseemstohavemuchthesame
effect, and Mana claim equally
impressive results if their sup-
ports are used under existing
speakerstands. Indeed, according
to Mana’s John Watson, theeffec-
tiveness of Mana stands in multi
tier arrangements, and under
speakers,wassomethingpointed
out by satisfied userswhohadto
convince the company to try the
products in this way!
Likeme,you’ve probablyseen
photosof multi-Mana’d systems
which seem to have tier upon tier
of tables and platforms, and per-
haps like me you’ve found it baf-
fling why their owners had gone
tosuchextremes.lsometimes won-
dered whether Manatablesmight
breed during the night! Butnow,
having experienced the Phase
Four, I think I understand.

The Feel-Good Factor
Adding Mana tables seems to
activate your system’s feel-good
factor,makingit performina far
more involving and satisfying
way.Evenifthesystem’sabsolute
standard is not amazingly high,
the Manaeffectseemstodominate
to a degree where limitations
don’tmatter.Incold printitmay
seem hard to swallow, but a
demonstration will convinceina
way that mere words cannot.
Because ofthis,the Manatable
is a valid if unorthodox way of
upgrading your hi-fi system. To
2o back to the question posed at
thebeginningofthisarticle, most
ofusupgradebyisolatingtheweak
link in our system and replacing
it with something that performs
better. Astandlike Mana’sPhase
Fourproduceswhatisinmanyways
a deeper and more fundamental
improvement—by gettingthecom-
ponentitsupports to work more
effectively.
Mana Acoustics, 59 Jubilee Close, Pinner,
Middx HA5 3T8 @ (0181) 4290118
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THE FRONT END

I tis difficult to overestimate the importance
of finding the right position for your loud-
speakers. You can have a first-class system
expertly installed, but if the speakers are
placed badly, the final sound will be disap-
pointing. However, where exactly is the ‘best’
place for speakers, and does it vary according
to the type of enclosure being used? In an
ideal world you'd be able to lay out the room
to suit the hi fi, experimenting with different
positions before finally deciding on the one
that gives the truest, most realistic sound.
However, in practice, few of us are so lucky,
and many enthusiasts are forced to situate
their speakers to fit in with existing domestic
arrangements.

Stereo adds an extra dimension to the
problem. Mono reproduction only requires a
single loudspeaker in an appropriate part of
the room, making the optimum listening seat
fairly uncritical of placement. Stereo, via two
directional speakers, dictates that you sit
more or less in a specific spot in order to
experience the full benefit. Because rooms
are often asymmetrical, either in shape or
with regard to objects situated within, it may
be that one of the two loudspeakers has to be
placed in a less ideal position than the other.

Let my speakers breathe!

Leaving aside for a moment the needs of
stereo, speakers broadly divide into two
types: those that like to be placed close to
walls, and those that work best in free space.
Siting a speaker close to a wall tends to boost
its lower frequency response, and many
sealed-box designs exploit this to give a fuller,
deeper bass. Conversely, ported speakers
usually need to be given space, otherwise the
result can be a boomy, heavy bottom end.
Dipole designs also tend to need lots of
space. When choosing speakers it's important
to bear this in mind — there’s no point in
buying a pair of ported (reflex) models that
need to be used in free space, if domestic
constraints force you to place your speakers
in corners.

The classical ideal for stereo is to place the
speakers between 3m and 4m apart, and lis-
ten midway between the two, some 3m to
4m back. In this manner speakers and lis-
tener form an equilateral triangle. Moving the
loudspeakers further apart will increase the
sense of left/right stereo width, but this may
result in poorly-defined central images — the
so called ‘hole in the middle effect’. Having
the speakers too close together dilutes the
breadth of the soundstage, making the music
sound confined and lacking in spread.

High-ho silver lining
The height of the speaker is vital, too: gener-

Jimmy Hughes gives valuable advice for those who thirst after reproduction righteousness.

1. FIRING FORWARD

| &

2

> <

4. SPEAKER AT EAR LEVEL

5. SPEAKER ANGLED DOWN

Images by Paul Wootton

ally the aim is to arrange things so that when -
you are seated, the tweeter is at ear level
(diagram 4, right). Very small speakers need
to be placed on tall stands to get them to this
height, because if the stand is too low the
result can be a ‘small’ sound that lacks
breadth and scale. However, getting the
tweeter at ear level can create excessive tre-
ble brightness. So it’s useful to experiment by
angling the front of the speaker so it fires
away from the listener.

Siting the speakers so that they fire
straight forwards, in line with the side walls
(see diagram 1, left), helps lessen treble
brightness, but may result in a slightly diffuse
stereo soundstage with widely spread central
images. Turning the speakers so they point in
towards the listener (figure 2, left) will
sharpen up stereo imagery but will also tend
to increase treble brightness — this may or
may not be a problem, depending on the tonal
characteristics of your system. Many find that
the best result occurs with the front of each
enclosure angled so their perpendicular axes
cross at an imaginary point in front of the lis-
tening seat (see figure 3, left). Dome tweeters
tend to be very directional and lose treble off
axis, so angling in this way acts as an effec-
tive natural tone control.

Full tilt!

Another way of achieving a similar end is to
tilt the enclosure up or down. If you prefer the
sound when standing up, rather than in your
listening seat, you can simulate this and get a
similar tonal balance when sitting down; sim-
ply angle the speaker so that it points towards
the floor (see figure 5, left). In short, although
you’ll always get the most brilliant and imme-
diate sound with the speaker drivers pointed
straight towards your ears, often the sound is
smoother and more accessible off direct axis.
In this context, don’t just assume that the
‘best’ sound is always to be had with the
speaker grilles off. Again, you'll generally get
a sharper, more open and immediate sound
this way, but often the treble will be
smoother, cleaner and better integrated with
grilles in place.

Perhaps the most radical solution to prob-
lems of tonal balance and integration is to use
the speakers reversed, so that they fire off the
rear wall rather than pointing straight at the
listener. (I wrote about this at greater length
in issue 146, last September.) Serious explo-
ration of direct/reflecting speaker designs has
been largely killed off by the widespread
acceptance of stereo reproduction since the
'60s, and the assumed need for directional
speakers to get clear aural clues for left/right
positioning. Yet to my mind this topic lends
itself ideally to home experimentation.

HI-FI CHOICE
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VIVANCO HEADPHONES

0 PAIRS

Mo

OF INFRA-RED VIVANCO HEADPHONES

WORTH OVER £3,000
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VIVANCO HEADPHONES

Never get tangled up in headphone cables again!
Win one of 20 pairs of IR7100 cordless headphones
and make private music while you stroll.

ivanco is preeminent in the
hi-fi accessories market.
Go in search of a handy CD
case or extra speakers for

your multimedia PC, and
Vivanco’s name crops up again and again.
Howevelr, it is for headphones that Vivanco
is best known in the pages of Hi-Fi Choice.

Vivanco’s IR7100 headphones, worth
£120 each, are a perfect example of innov-
ative, reliable German technology
designed with value for money in mind.
They have a mains-powered, wide-ranging
infra-red transmitter, which connects to
your hi-fi system as any normal headphone
would. The headset looks and feels like a
conventional dynamic headphone, except
for an AA battery in each earpiece.

In our Sessions test last month, Alan
Sircom praised the IR7100 for being
“remarkably free of the Dr Who styling so
typical of older i-r designs” and concluded
by saying “the Vivanco IR7100 is probably
the best balance of cost and quality
around”. We have 20 superb pairs of these
infra-red headphones to give away to the
first 20 correct entries drawn out of the hat.

HI-FI CHOICE

THE QUESTION

What batteries are used in the IR7100 headset?
a) AAA

b) AA

c) RAC

d) PP3

TO ENTER, PHONE
NOW ON 0891 866 939

B You will be asked to state the answer to the question above.
Please speak clearly, and don't forget to leave your name, address
and daytime phone number. Winners will be picked at random
from all correct entries. You will be asked to inform us if you do not
wish to receive details of further offers or promotions.
B Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all
other times. Calls should take no longer than two minutes.
M Lines open at midnight on Friday December 8th 1995, and
remain open until midnight on Friday January 12th, 1996.
B To enter by post, write the answer on the back of a postcard or
sealed-down envelope, together with your name, address and day-
time telephone number.
Send to:

Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC601A)

Bradley Pavilions

Bradley Stoke North

Bristol

BS12 0BQ
All postal entries must arrive by first post, Friday January 12th, 1996.

COMPETITION RULES

The Closing Date for this competition is January 12, 1996 ¢ Winners of the
Vivanco competition will be judged from all correct entries submitted by tele-
phone and post, and drawn at random on the Closing Date * All winners will be
notified by post ¢ The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be
entered into ¢ The Vivanco competition is not open to employees of Dennis
Publishing Ltd., Vivanco (UK) Ltd., nor theirsuppliers, agents or associates * We
regret that this competition is open to UK residents only ¢ No cash alternative
will be offered ¢ The act of entering the competition will be taken as acceptance
of the rules ¢ You must notify us if you do not wish to be informed of any special
offers or promotions ¢ On all postal entries, please indicate clearly on your entry
if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products * On
telephone entries, you will be asked to state whether you are over 18 years of age
* Please state if you are aged 18 years of age or under on postal entries * For a
list of winners of the Vivanco competition, write enclosing a stamped, addressed
envelope, to: Hi-Fi Choice/Vivanco Competition Winners, Dept 150/2, 19
Bolsover Street, LONDON W1P 7HJ.
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“Blender i is by far the best value CD ROM.magazme
I've seen so far.....£10 every two months? Buy iths -

THE MAGAZINE BUSINESS WEEKLY REPQRT

L

‘.

*

Get on board with Blender, the new interactive CD ROM rhagaznﬁe from the u.s. SIX- hour's of the
spaciest music, far out fashion, films worth Iockmg onto and humour even Spock would find funny,

Attaining this oracle of all things cosmic will cost, jUSt EQ 98 of your Earth pounds. The first 250 to

reply not only getsthis igsue but, also the launch issue free. So hur‘r‘y
Bhe last ong to call's a Klingon. ) OEEEHEER
. ¢ ’

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS. PC:- Windows 3.1 (or later) with DOS 6.2 (or later). - 386,486 or Pentlurn PC requu‘ d. -4 Megabytes FREE RAM. Sound'
Card (Most models). - 13" VGA or SVGA monitor. - Quicktime 2.0.1 fo®Windows (supplied) CD-ROM drive (Double speed or bette'r recommengded).

.
. » *
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“It fulfills the promise of
‘Multimedia"’.

» THE WASHINGTON POST
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#

. -

Film: "‘Substantial clfps from works |
which hayen’t even been released
here yet”. -« .

.  THE GUARDJAN *
.

INTERACT NOW. ORDER YDL-JQ%QOPY' DIRECT BY
.+, CREDITCARD FOR JUST £9.98.
'CALL 01789 490 215 NOW.

Ed

. ACCESS/‘MASTERCAFID/V_ISA/EUROCARD/DELTA/SWITCH
. . i .

]

-
.

. * . . . .
MACINTOSH:- Maciptosh (vstern 7. - 68030 processor required. - 88040 or better strongly recor%mended, - 4 Megabytes FREE RAM (B retommended).
**13" colour screen (256 colours). - Quickgme 2.0 + Apple Multimedia Tuner (supplied). - CD-ROM drive (Double spegd or‘better recommended).
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[CD PLAYERS —IN PLAIN ENGLISH |

The secrets of

GO0 Players

Do you want to know what really goes on inside a CD player?

Then let Dave ‘Bitmap' Berriman talk you through digital audio.

pecifications and reviews of hi-fi i
equipmentcontainso muchtechnical
jargon, thattothe uninitiated they must  :

sometimes appear to becompletegob-
ledygook, understandable only by
technocrats.

CD players are no exception to this rule,
soif youdon’tknow a DAC froma digit, this
feature should set you straight by explaining
the intricacies of the Compact Disc system.

Let’sstart with the first obvious question:
whatisdigitalaudio? Tohavesomeideaabout
digital,there’ssomethingtounderstandabout
analogue and sound in general. Sound at its
mostbasicisthevibrationofair,typically pro-
duced by the surface of a vibrating object, or
anoscillatingaircolumn. Whateverthecause,
the air is cyclically squeezed and sucked,
sending pressure wavesoutwards, to be detect-
ed —or heard —at a distance. Although not
visibleassuch,ifthese wavesarepicked up by
amicrophoneanddisplayed againsttime,the
resultwillappearcontinuousfromoneinstant
tothenext,nomatterhowshortthetimeinter-
val, nor how complex the signal.

A voltage waveform is a direct represen-
tation of the original sound wave. In dictio-
nary speak, thisiswhatanaloguemeans —an
exact copy of something in another form.

What,then,isdigital,and why botherwith
it when analogue is so simple? After all, ana-
loguesoundreproductionhasbeenwithusever
since Edisonuttered hisfamousnurseryrhyme
into the first phonograph.

In a nutshell, digital sound works on the
same basis as digital computers. These won-
dersofthemodernage function by using small
active transistor devicesonmicrochipstoswitch
between two voltages— high and low. These
two ‘states’ can betransmittedelectrically from
onesetofswitchestoanother,orstoredinanoth-
er form as magnetic information on tape (or
disc), or on an optical disc such as CD.

Theresultingstoredsignalisnormallymuch
morerobustthanitsanaloguecounterpartand
can be copied or replayed many times with-
out any audible or measurable degradation,
and next to no noise or distortion.

Virtuallyanyanaloguevoltagecanberep-
resented by anumber of on/off switches. Each

switchrepresentssomethingcalled abit,orBinary

digIT. One biton its own can represent either
zero or one, and so can only count to a max-
imumofone. Twobitstogethercan count

bitsupto 15 (16 possibilities)and

and so on.

up to three (four possibilities), four :

fivebitsupto31(and any num- :
berbetweenzeroand31ofcourse i
— that’s 32 possibilities), six i
bitsupto 63 (64 possibilities), :

Notethataddingjustonebit
doubles the number of pos-
sible numbers which can be

represented. Sixteen bits,asused by CD, pro-
vides a staggering 65,536 possible combina-
tions: 65,535 plus zero.

The largest bit is the Most Significant Bit.
In a 16-bit word this represents 32,768; the
nextrepresentshalfthis16,384;thenext8,192;
the next 4,096; then 2,048,1,024,512,256,
128, 64, 32,16, 8,4, 2 and 1, (which is the
Least Significant Bit).

Notethatanaloguenumbersarerepresented
byaddingtheappropriate bits. They are writ-
tendown with the MSBtotheleftandthe LSB
to the right, so zero is 0000000000000000;
three becomes 0000000000000011; eight is
0000000000001000 whereas 32,769 becomes
1000000000000001; 32,767 s
0111111111111111 and 65,535 is
1111111111111111.

Sofar,wehaveconsidered only positivenum-
bers. Toindicate negative numbers, the digital
wordsmay be changed into aslightly different
form,calledtwo’scompliment,andthisallows
mathematicalmanipulationofthedigitaldata.

ANALOGUE TO DIGITAL
CONVERSION:
THE REAL STORY

So far so good, but the analogue signal is not
a single steady voltage that can be recorded
andretrieved likealetterinapigeonhole. The
signalisbyitsverynature fluctuatingfrompos-
itivetonegativerapidly,atspeedsbetween 20
times per second and 20,000 times persecond
(or 20Hz to 20kHz).

Tocaptureandreproducetheoriginalana-
logue waveform,itmust be measured repeat-
edly in succession, and each and every one of
those readings will then be recorded by a row
of 16 digital switches.

The first of these functions is carried out
(foreachchannelseparately) byasample-and-
hold circuit (see fig. 1). This, as the name sug-
gests,samplestheanaloguevoltageatthatpar-
ticular instant and holds it while another cir-
cuit works out the nearest digital number in

HI-FI CHOICE
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onesandzerosandstoresthembefore the next
sample is taken: the process is then repeated.

These intervals are too frequent for even
the quickest witted to note. Why? Because in
order to re-build awaveform after digitising,
it must be measured (or sampled, in technos-
peak) at a rate at least twice that of the high-
est frequency to be recorded.

So,tocapture the full20kHzaudible band-
width accurately, the sampling rate must be
atleast40kHz,andthisiswhytherateforCD
wassetat 44.1kHz.

The safety margin allows for filtering out
frequencies above 20kHz, because if signals
abovehalfthesampling frequencygetthrough
to the sample and hold and A/D stages, spu-
riousdata will becreated. Thesearereproduced
as extra signals called aliases once the signal
isconverted back to analogue in the CD play-
er. Once embedded in the digital signal, this
unwanted datacannotberemoved,soananti-
alias filter before the sample and hold circuit
is of vital importance.

Quantising
Toskipbrieflybacktothebasics ofdigitalnum-
bers, you may remember that the maximum
possiblenumber ofvoltageswhichcanberep-
resented by 16 bitCDis 65,536 (including zero),
anditisthesenumbers which are used to store
theanaloguevaluesofthe waveformgoingall
the way from the maximum negative to the
maximum positive value. However, if atany
sampling instant the analogue voltage fallsin
between these precise values,itmust beround-
ed up or down to the nearest number.

Nothing can exist in between
Drawingonasimilaritywithquantumphysics
(where particles, or energy, cannot exist
between quantum states) these digital levels
have been dubbed quantumlevelsand the process
ofroundingupand down iscalled quantising.

Thishasfarreachingimplicationsbecause,
when the analogue waveform is later re-
formed by a digital to analogue converter in
the CD player, it will comprise not a smooth
waveform, but one with a quantising error at
eachsampling frequency, which producesquan-
tising noise and distortion (see (fig. 2).

Dither
Athighlevels,thequantisingerrorisverysmall,
but at low levels the error becomes a greater
proportion of the signal,and due to itsgrainy
subjective effects it is sometimes called gran-
ulation. Atclose to zero volts there is a possi-
bility that the waveform will switch repeat-
edly between the lowest quantising levels
causing very obvious granulation effectsand
high levels of harmonic distortion (shown in
reviewsbya 1kHzspectrogram, forexample).
Any wantedsignal whichisverysmall will
either notbereproduced atall, or reproduced
as a square-wave rich in unwanted harmon-
ics(see fig. 3a). Fortunately, thereisacure for
this which goes by the name of dither.
Thiscomprisesasmallquantity of carefully
controllednoisewhichisadded to theanalogue
signal before analogue to digital conversion.

HI-FI CHOICE
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Fig 1: Sample and Hold
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A waveform (top graph) is sampled at regular

intervals (middle graph). The samples are then
held (bottom graph) to simulate the original.

Itmakessurethatthesignalisrepeatedly taken
up and down through the lowest quantising
levels. Thisresultsinakind ofpulsewidthmod-
ulation which, when averaged outovera few
cycles,recoversthewanted waveform. So,dither
preventsgranulation by averaging out the error
(see fig.3b). Note that dither does not mask
granulation, it effectively eliminates it.

Dithergreatly reducesharmonicdistortion
oflow-levelsignalsand,againstalllogic,actu-
allyallowssignalstorecorded and reproduced
whicharewellbelowthelowestquantising level.
This is why tests on CD players at low levels
often use a dithered test signal.

So long as the CDs played have also been
dithered during production, asimilarlevel of
performance will be obtained at home.

Digital coding for CD
Sofar,sogood. Theleftandrightchannelana-
loguesignalsareseparatelydithered,anti-aliased,
sampled, held, quantised and digitised into two
16-bitnumbers. Atthis pointeach channeloccu-
piesasetof 16 transistorarrayssimultaneously,
making a total of 32 bits of information to be
transmitted aroundthedigital circuitsand then
recordedatany oneinstant. This typeofdata,
wherealargenumberofbits mustbeconveyed
simultaneously,isknownasa parallel datastream
and CD requires (at least) 32 individual data
channels. Clearly there are not 32 available
(andevenifthere were, the digital circuitrywould
needtoduplicated 32times—hardlyeconomical).
The CompactDischasjustonespiral of pits
forrecording. Beforeanythingcan be done with

the parallel data, these pits must be convert-
ed to a steady stream of bits following each
otherinaserialdatastream,ratherlike thecar-
riages of arailway train.

Theymustalsobe transformedintoa form
which can be recorded on to disc and recov-
ered withminimallossorcorruption.Inaddi-
tion, because thereis no separate data path,a
timing signal must also be slotted in.

This repetitive pulse, aptly called a clock,
makes sure that events inside the CD player
happen at exactly the correct times. Without
it, the CD player will not be able to re-build
theoriginalanalogue waveform. Also,anytim-
ing irregularities in the clock will give rise to
distortion or noise in the DAC output.

Topreparethedata fortransferto CD, the
two 16 bit numbers from each sampling
instant, one for the left and one for the right
channel,arelaiddownsequentially (calledmul-
tiplexing)and brokendownintoeight-bitblocks.
The order of data from six sampling periods
isthenaltered (ratherlike shuffling playingcards
in a pack) using a rather complex mathemat-
ically-based Cross Interleave Reed-Solomon
Code(CIRC). Parity bitsarethenaddedtoassist
in error-checking later.

Thus,ifanyinformationislostduringrecord-
ingorreplay,itwill notrepresenta wholecon-
tinuouschunk ofdata. Instead, onlysmallbits
ofdataarelostfromanumberofdifferentdig-
ital words, which can be accurately correct-
ed. Thispreventsasizeable dropout, thatwould
otherwise resultin a click or silence. Not sur-
prisingly,thisiscalleddatacorrection.Words
whichcannotbepreciselycorrectedarere-cre-
ated by interpolation, while errors too large
for correction are muted.

EFM

Recording long, rapidly changing sequences
of digital ones or zeros require a wide band-
width, which would encourage data lossand
causeproblemsinrecoveringtheclocksignal.
To overcome these problems, a form of mod-
ulationisused for CD called eight to fourteen
modulation, or EFM. This takes each inter-

Quantisation levels.

Time samples

Unfortunately the sample-and-hold method
can also produce errors due to time sampling
and quantisation.
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leavedeight-bitword (asdescribedabove)and
convertsitusingalook-uptableintoaspecific
14-bit word, adding three extra packing, or
merging bits, making a total of 17 bits in all
for every eight bits of audio data.

This EFM-coded data is arranged so that
each change in the signal represents a digital
one and no change represents a logical zero,
orrowsoflogicalzeros. Thereareamaximum
of10zerosandaminimumoftwozerosallowed
between ones (see fig.4).

The lengths of the CD’s pits are varied by
EFMcodingindiscretestepstodictatetheposi-
tions of ones in the pulse train (with zeros in-
between). There are nine possible pitlengths
inall (see tig. 5).

Thetimingincrementsrecordedby thisclever
means are much smaller than the pits them-
selves,andalsoavoidtheneedofseparateadja-
cent pulses for each digital one (for instance,
the eight-bit number 01101110 becomes
00010001000010 in EFM).

The existence of ones or zeros in the CD
pulsetrain,knownaschannelbits,islaterdeter-
mined by the re-constituted bit clock, which
‘looks’ at the data at each instant during
demodulation.

EFM reduces the required bandwidth,
allowing a slower disc speed and more chan-
nelbitstoberecordedthantherearelight/dark
ordark/lighttransitionson the pitsin thedisc.

Self-synchronisation is also assured by
avoidinglongsequencesofzeros (whichofcourse
wouldresultinnooutputfromthe pickup diodes).

32 BITS PER SAMPLING PERIOD
n
! 4 SYMBOLS OF 8 BITS

Fig 4: The Compact Disc encoding process

Pulse-width modulation
preserves |
sine wave in noise

Sinewave plus dither

Dither allows low-level signals to be repro-
duced even when they are below the level of
the Least Significant Bit.

The resulting data sequence comprises
588bitswithaframestructurenotunlike that
of a TV signal (see fig. 4).

CD production and replay
We have not, so far, considered how the data
is stored on the disc and later replayed by the
CD player. Inthe firstinstance, the digital sig-
nalis usually recorded onto tape at the high-
erprofessional sampling frequency of48kHz
and is then down converted to 44.1kHz.
The data stream, containing the encoded
channel bits in 588-bit frames, is laid down
by laser onto a photo-sensitive glass master.
This is processed to make moulds for form-
ing the CD from polycarbonate material.

& SAMPLING PERIODS

24 AUDIO SYMBOLS

33 X 17 CHANNEL BITS
+ 27 SYNC BITS
588 CHANNEL BITS

SYNC

160000000001000000000070%xx
SYNC

2 x Tmax

B SRR PR

When removed from the mould, the poly-
carbonatesurfacecontainsthedataintheform
of a single spiral of pits, starting at the centre
and expanding outwards. Thisisthencovered
bya protectivelacquerwhichbecomesthelabel
side of the disc. The clear polycarbonate side
isthe onewhichasmalllaserisshone through
to replay the CD, and from this side, the pits
appear as bumps.

The light from the laser is first collimated
(made into a parallel beam) and is focussed
onto the reflective layer. Because the beam is
quite wide at the surface — at about 0.8mm
— small imperfections such as dust and
scratches do not disrupt it, as they are out of
focus. The refractive properties of the poly-
carbonatelayerhaveafurtherfocussingeffect
which is taken into account in the design of
the optical system.

Atthereflective surfacecontainingtherecord-
ed bumps, the beam is focused to a diameter
of1.7um. Thereflected lightthen passesback
through the same optical system and is sepa-
ratedtofallonanarrayofphotodiodes which
convert variationsin light intensity into elec-
trical signals. Between them these diodescol-
lectthedigitalsignalandareused tocreateana-
logue control signals for laser focussing and
alignment of the beam over the spiral of pits.

But why does the reflected beam intensity
fluctuate? The answer liesin the wave nature
of light. Unlike sunlight and common artifi-
cial sources, laser light is coherent. This spe-
cial quality means that all the waves of laser
lightare precisely in step with each other. Just
like sound waves, coherent light sources will
cancel each other out if 180°—exactly half a
wavelength — out of phase.

The tiny bumps are accordingly made 1/4
ofawavelengthhigh. (Whenyouconsiderthat
the ALGaAs lasers used for CD have a wave-
length of 790 nm — that’s 790 millionths of
a metre — these bumps are seriously small.)
Half the beam area is reflected from the
smooth surface and half from the top of the
bump, creatingtwobeamswhichare 180°out
of step. Sothereistheoretically zerolighttrans-
mitted back through the optical system while
bumpsareunderthebeam.In-betweenbumps,
however, the light is reflected straight back.

Demodulation and Decoding

In practice,cancellation maynotbecomplete
foreachbump,butthere will be strong, rapid-
ly changinglight/dark fluctuationsforthediodes
to convert to an electrical signal.

g 5: The Pit Stop

111

0000010010 EFM CODE

The intricacies of Cross Interleave Reed-Solomon Code (CIRC) and eight to fourteen modulation
(EFM) coding. Note that the basic audio signal subsequently receives subcode and parity and

then is modulated and finally receives a synchronisation word (after Philips Technical Review).
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Eight to fourteen modulation encodes informa-
tion into the pit dimensions on the surface of
the CD. There are nine different lengths in all.
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Fig 6: The ‘eye’ pattern

Amplitude variation

l

The ‘eye’ pattern — as generated on an oscillo-

<4— Time variation —p

scope — gives an indication of the severity of

jitter in the RF signal.

The resulting frequencies involved are
very high, in the megahertzregion, so the sig-
nal from the diodesisactually in the radio fre-
quency (RF) region and is commonly called
the RFsignal. Surprisingly, thesignaldoes not
look like a neat row of ones and zeros, more
like avery wiggly succession ofalmost-sine waves.

Furthermore, these vary in timing due to
rapid fluctuationsindisc rotation speed—sim-
ilartoanalogueflutteronaturntable.In addi-
tion,variationsinoutputduetonoise,etc, afflict
thesignal and will also affectthe timing of the
beginnings and ends of pulses which are
extracted fromthe RF signal. Attheend ofthe
day, though, it is the RF pulses that contain
the music data.

Beforeanythingcan bedonewiththismessy
signal, timing pulses mustbe extracted to form
a bit-clock and the signal must be cleaned up
tolook morelikesquare-edged pulses. Provided
the fluctuations in time and amplitude of the
RF signal are within certain pre-defined lim-
its, the data train can be decoded into chan-
nel bits using the bit-clock. Beyond those lim-
its data will be mis-read because it will be in
the wrong place at the wrong time.

Thefluctuationindata timingisappropriately
called jitter, and one benefit of the EFM cod-
ingused for CDisto minimise itsharmfuleffects
on thedata. Jitter can bejudged visually if the
RFssignalis displayed onan oscilloscope syn-
chronisedusingtheextracted timingpulses(the
bit-clock).

An ‘eye’ pattern is formed by the overlap-

Fig 7: Monotonic DACs
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ping waveforms and as the eye closes, the sig-
nalbecomesnon-recoverable. The more open
the eye, the better (see fig. 6).

A comparatively high level ofjitter may be
okay in the bit clock, but be far too high for
subsequent processing and D/A conversion,
where even tiny levels will be converted into
noise and distortion.

Jitter is dramatically reduced by reading
the cleaned-up data from the CD into a First
InFirst Out (FIFO)buffer,whichstoresittem-
porarily. Anextremely accuratequartzclock
in the player is then used to read out the data,
(rather like letting people through a turnstile
one-by-oneatregularintervals) so theresult-
ing data stream has the precision of the clock
andvirtually allthejitterisremoved. (It’simpor-
tant that CD players do not to re-introduce
jitter in subsequent data processing or trans-
mission, particularly betweenseparatetrans-
portsand DACs — see feature in HFC 147.)

As the FIFO buffer fills and empties, sig-
nalsfromitareusedtocontroltheservomotor
rotating the CD, thus maintaining the linear
speed of the data spiral under the laser, while
attemptingto keep the buffer half-full. Thedisc

startsoffattrack onespinning quick'y andslows
downasthesectionbeingreplayedapproach-
es the outer edge.

The next stage of signal processing is to
demodulatethe EFM signal,reversethe CIRC
coding (de-interleaving), extract the sub-
codes, correct or conceal any errors by inter-
polation or muting, and de-multiplex (sepa-
rate) the left and right channel data prior to
D/A conversion.

Allthese functions are carried out by ded-
icated microchips and timed by the CD play-
er’s own internal crystal clock.

D/A conversion

Theeasiest form of Digital to analogue (D/A)
conversiontocomprehendisprobably themulti-
bit converter, or DAC. This is so called
because,ineffect,separategradedvoltages(or
currents) may be turned on or off simultane-
ously by switches representing each of the 16
bits. Thevoltages (orcurrents) are simplyadded
togethertore-create theexactvalueofthe orig-
inally quantisedanaloguevoltage, whichisheld
steady until the next summed set of voltages
comealong, thusreversingthe sampleandhold

Fig 8: Multi-bit digital to analogue conversion

Current divider

1/81921

110241

1/5121

11281
1/641

21

Output

A monotonic digital-to-analogue converter
increases in output in regular steps. Deviation

from the monotonic ideal is not desirable.
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Figure 8a (above): In a multi-bit digital to analogue converter, currents are graded according to

each bit.

Figure 8b (below): The analogue voltage is the total of the bits switched.
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Fig 9: Digital output

20kHz  44.1kHz
s 25 3
Images due to sampling 4s, 55, 6S etc —»

The output from a D/A converter doesn’t end
at 20kHz. Instead, sampling produces signals
at multiples of the sampling frequency.

process in the A/D converter.

This is repeated at a rate of 44,100 times
persecond, the same as the original sampling
rate. Thisallowsthe original quantised wave-
form to be re-built, sample by sample. The
inevitably ‘stepped’ nature of the waveform,
duetothediscretetiminginstants,createshar-
monics. Thesemustbefiltered offbeforeasmooth
waveform may be revealed.

TheoutputoftheD/Aafterfilteringisthere-
foretheoriginalwaveform,plusany quantising
error (whichisdistortionor noise,depending
onyour viewpoint).

Suchconvertersarehighlyreliantontheaccu-
racyofthecurrentstobeaddedtogether.Ifany
one bit is wrong in amount, or appears at the
wrongtime,glitchesappear (wheretheoutput
decreasesinstead of increases with increasing
original analogue input). If this happens the
D/A converter is not monotonic (see fig. 7).

One way of helping to avoid these errors
is the current-dividing decoder in which the
current for each bitis derived by halving that
ofthenexthigherone(seefig.8). Themostsig-
nificantbit(MSB)isrepresented by 1/2 thetotal
current, the next bitdown by 1/4, the next by
1/8 downtotheleastsignificantbitat 1/65,536
of the total (representing only 43pV for the
standard 2V rms output).

Toarriveatthe analoguevoltage, the cur-
rents from the turned-on current sources are
simply added in a resistor.

Another source of potential inaccuracy is
around the zero-crossing point, when every
singlebitchangesstate (15 turnoffand the Most
Significant Bit (MSB) turns on, or vice versa).

To avoid these problems, a different type
of low-bitconverter has been developed, var-
iously described asPWM,PDM or PEM. These
systems have in common the elimination of
large numbers of different voltages for each
bit. Theyrelyinsteadonanythingbetweenone
andfour bits. In the Pulse Density Modulation
system, the D/A converter switches between
just two voltages, one positive and the other
negative,atavery fastrateofmanymegaherz.

These rapid, constant-width, positive-
going pulsesare packedtogethertightlytorepro-
ducepositivevoltagesandthinlyspacedtocre-
ate negativevoltages, withallthevariousshades
inbetweenrepresented by variationsin pulse
density. Allthatisrequiredtorestoretheorig-
inalanalogue waveformisto filter outthe high
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frequency pulses, leaving their average value,
whichistheoriginalanalogue waveform, plus
quantising noise.

PEM conversionmodulatesthepulseedge,
while PWMmodulatesthe pulse width, though
the broad principle is identical to PDM.

Such convertersare by necessity complex
andworkatextremely high frequencies. They
require careful control of radiated signals to

avoidinterference,either withintheplayeritself :

or with other equipment.

Oversampling
The output from a multi-bitDACworking at
44.1kHz comprises the wanted audio infor-
mation up to 20kHz, plus a strong (and
unwanted) signal centredon 44.1kHz,extend-
ing between 24.1kHzand 64.1kHz. This pat-
ternisrepeated with decreas-
ing strength at multiples of
44.1kHz up to infinity (see
tig.9).

Toremove theseunwant-
edultrasonicsignalsfromthe
wanted audio, very sharp-act-
inganalogue ‘brick-wall’ fil-
ters just beyond the 20kHz
region must be incorporat-
edimmediatelyafterthe D/A
converter.

Such analogue filtering
requirements can begreatly
eased if the D/A converteris
runatamultipleof44.1kHz,
say four times,at 176.4kHz
(or higher).

This also pushes all the
unwanted information up
four times, reducesthestrength

what might have been in-between to re-cre-
ate a smoother curve from the D/A converter
(fig. 10a and 10b).

The digital words generated by oversam-
plingare much longer than 16 bits, being typ-
ically 32 bits long. However, if the extra bits
werejustchoppedback (truncated)to 16 bits,
both in-band and out of band noise would be
worsened, so to avoid this the surplus bits are
notalldiscarded. Theyare often used to drive
a DAC with more bits to create a pseudo-18-
bit or even pseudo-20-bit output.

The signal from this type of converter
therefore hasafinerstructureinamplitudeas
wellastimecomparedtoaconventionaltype,
and analogue filtering is eased.

By suitablemanipulationof the truncated
bits, the error and resulting noise due to the
truncation can be reduced,
being effectively pushed out
of harm’s way up to a higher
ultrasonic frequency. This
type of error treatment is
thereforeoftenreferred toas
noise shaping. Thiscanbeused
in multi-bit converters using
fewerthan 14 bits(suchasthe
original 14-bit Philips sys-
tem)butisnotneeded forcon-
ventional multi-bit DACs.

It is, however, essential in
single-bitorlow-bitconvert-
ers,whereboth oversampling
and noise shaping are used.
Here, by necessity, thecircuits
run at extremely high fre-
quencies, requiringparticularly
careful attention to RF leak-
age and coupling.

of the 176.4kHz +/-20kHz
signalsandtheirharmonics,
andallowsamuchgentlerana-
logue filter with a superior
phase response to be used.
But there are not enough original samples
andcorrespondingdigital wordstorunthe D/A
at176.4kHz,sotheyhavetobeinvented. With
four-times oversampling, for example, digi-
tal filters create an extra three new words for
every original, interpolating by computation

10a (above): Normal sampling.
10b (below): Four times oversam-
pling creates a signal with fewer

steps, which is easier to filter.

All these elements are
brought together in the com-
plete CD player, as shown in
block diagram in fig. 11, the
final performance ofwhichis
the result of many complex circuits working
in unison.

Althoughitmightseemcomplextotheunini-
tiated, this feature has barely scratched the sur-
faceofwhatgoesintodigitalaudio.However,
togodeeperisoutsidethescope of Hi-Fi Choice.

Fig 11: The complete Compact Disc player

HF signal input *‘ﬁ‘

from disc
>

-

Left

Audio output
signal

Right

>

Quartz crystal

A simplified block diagram of a complete CD, showing the main elements. Simple, isn’t it? — as

long as you remember to do a left turn onto the A316 at the Hogarth flyover.
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Write on!

THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE, IT SAYS, AT TH

LETTER OF THE MONTH

Afteraseriesof upgrades, havingspentliterally thousands of pounds
trying to produce a system that would sound good in my house, not
justin the auditioning room, I have stumbled across aural delight.

First, most reviews of equipment point toward ‘better control’
from bigger and separate pre-power amp combinations. [ am now
convincedthatbiggerampsoperatingatlowlevel (ienormallistening
levels) sound duller and less dynamic than a high quality integrated
beingusedatsensibleoutput. ThisishowIlisten tomostofmymusic.

Secondly, larger speakers have a tendency to become more lum-
bering at normal levels and it is surprising how much ‘kick’ can be
produced from small boxes of the right pedigree.

Finally, the room is the biggest single influence on the sound and
can make the highest-regarded system sound lifeless. For example,
afriend who hasan all-Naim system s still spending since he moved
the speakers so that they fire down the room rather than acrossiit. It
sounded great before.

My system now comprises a Marantz CD63 CD player, a sec-
ond-hand Rogers Cadet 111 integrated valveamp thatcost £85,and
a pair of Epos ES11s and stands. Although the amp can clip when
pushed,andhumsabit, ithasadelightfulopensoundthatisfarmore
revealingthananythinglhad previously. And now Iget full, punchy
bass from speakers that are usually referred to as ‘bass light’
Adrian Buckmaster
Teddington, Middx
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Another reviewer,
another planet

Do Chris Beeching and Richard
Black live in different worlds? I
do not know how you can
explain the huge difference
between the review of the
Gamma Acoustics Gemini
in the November issue (148)
and the earlier ‘Sessions’ piece
in the March issue.

John Smith

New Barnet, Herts

Relative values

Currently, all your test ratings
for sound quality are related to
price. Would it not be informa-
tive instead to compare sound
quality, features, build quality
etc. directly, regardless of
price? You would have to
adjust your ratings scale,
maybe to a mark out of 10,
where one out of ten represents
the worst item on test, and ten
out of ten represents the best;

This is our
stylish new
Hi-Fi Choice
garment, which
will be awarded to the

writer of the most interesting
letter every month. Available only
in capacious XL size!

others would be rated relative
to these. Perhaps this would
help readers decide whether it
was worth spending that extra
fifty pounds or not!

Ben Holness

via the Internet

All the World'’s a Stage

I am writing to relate an experi-
ence which I feel has bearing on
your recent research into the
‘clocking” of CD players
(The Trichord Phenomenon,
issue 145; The Jitter Bug, issue
147; and see pages 46 and 47 of
this issue — Ed)

My story concerns the mod-
ification of a Micromega Stage
1 CD player to Stage 3 specifi-
cation. The modification con-
sists of a digital clock installa-
tion that takes it to Stage 2,
then subsequent power supply
changes lift the player to Stage
3 specification. Having lived
with my Stage 1 for several
months and being very pleased
with it, I was understandably
keen to have it modified.
However, on return of the CD
player from Micromega, I was
greatly disappointed.

I lived with the player for a
few days to allow for running in,
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THE FRONT END

but at the end of this period I
was still extremely disap-
pointed. Not only did the Stage
3 sound no better, it actually
sounded worse than the Stage 1.

The differences that I
noticed were interestingly simi-
lar to the detrimental effects of
‘clocking’ that you describe in
your August article. The player
had lost its previous sparkling
treble and now sounded slow
and congested. Vocalists, previ-
ously to the fore, were now lost
in the mix of multi-track
recordings. In other words, the
mid-band was recessed and
there was clear evidence of
‘time smear’.

On returning my player to
my local dealer, subsequent
auditions confirmed that the
Stage 3 sounded worse than the
Stage 1 (in the context of my
system, comprising Arcam
Delta 290/290P and Ruark

Templar speakers, with
AudioQuest Quartz and Cable
Talk 3 cable).

I understand that this flies in
the face of accepted wisdom,
but fortunately the player was
returned to its original specifi-
cation — at no cost to myself.
The experience has in no way
detracted from the enjoyment I
get from my Stage 1, which has
taken up permanent residence
in my system. I suppose it all
comes down to system
matching.

PC Jones
Wrexham Clwyd

Mana music; old gold

In your report on the Sound &
Vision hi-fi show (page 14,
issue 149), why didn’t you
make mention of the incredible
music in the Mana room?
(Should have read Ear Waxings
in the same issue — JK.) I have
sold my soul to Mana, and all
the people that I spoke with at
the show said it was the best
sound there.

There seem to be two types
of people who are into hi-fi:
music lovers and techno freaks.
Your music lovers were to be
found in the Mana room for
prolonged periods and in some
cases on a number of days. The
techno freak would have a
quick look, seek out the
leaflets, listen for a minute or
two then leave. What conclu-
sion shall we draw from this?

By the way, I'd like to see a
section in the magazine called

HI-FI CHOICE

Antiques Corner where you’d
review systems that were par-
tially (or completely) built from
obsolete equipment that trashes
modern replacements. Too
many hi-fi enthusiasts are only
interested in new equipment
and not getting the most out of
whatthey have.

Paul Ogle

via the Internet

now “an exquisite performer”.
Just recently, I’ve tested TDK
MA-XG. I was very sceptical
about paying nearly £10 for
one tape, but I am truly sur-
prised and impressed with the
tape’s overall performance. It’s
quite a revelation.

Also at £10, it compares
very favourably with the £17
price tag for Sony Metal Master

When is an upgrade not an upgrade? When it destroys system synergy!

Horn of plenty?

Thank you for the reviews of
the JBL horn speakers and
valve amplifiers in vyour
November issue. Fascinating,
but since cheaper valve amps
have too many compromises,
please let us have some similar
comparative reviews of the
more expensive ones.

Jason Kennedy’s review of
the JBL speaker was too tanta-
lising. I wonder how it sounds
with stringed instruments and a
full orchestra?

G Williams
Ringwood, Hampshire

Tip top tape taste
Congratulations on yet another
quality publication. In particu-
lar, I am finding the detailed
blank tape guide very useful.

I hope the following infor-
mation is helpful. For years I’ve
used TDK SA-X tapes and your
guide confirms that the SA-X is

and £14 for a Maxell Super
Vertex, although I’venot tested
these tapes.

Richard Newwman,
Wellingborough, Northants

Peel unpeeled

Despite the sub-head ‘John Peel
explodes some popular pro-
sound misconceptions’(issue
146), what we discover in his
article, in a nutshell, are the fol-
lowing facts:

1. Recording studios and
record companies place profit
above sound quality.

2. Many musos are partially
deaf.

3. Recordings are mixed for
cheap, crap hi-fi systems.

4. Studio equipment is complex
and of mediocre quality and
this degrades the signal.

5. The reason that studios are
so complex is that many musos
aren’t good enough to do a
first-rate performance in a sin-

 WRITE ON_

gle take.
6. The reason that studios are
of mediocre quality is that com-
panies place profit above sound
quality.

With all respect, John, tell us
something we didn’t know
already.

Nick Udovic
Goonellabah, NSW, Australia

Shoot out at the CD
player corral

Do you have any plans to
review mid-range CD players?
There would seem to be an
ideal shoot-out waiting to be
staged in the £400-£600 range,
including models such as the
Arcam Alpha 5+ (and Alpha 6
come to that), Micromega
Stage 1, Marantz CDG63II etc. It
is of course pure coincidence
thatI am looking for a nicenew
replacement for a seven-year-
old Marantz CDG65II, to go
with my Arcam Alpha 6 amp...
Peter Westwood

via the Internet

Next month’s issue has a group
test of CD players between
£250 and £500, and includes
the Arcam and Marantz models
you mention. Reserve your
copy now! - Ed

Knob-less treble required
We are solely classical music
lovers and would like a good
stereo system; we think ‘sepa-
rates’ are much better. But we
have been very disappointed at
some of the sounds we’ve heard
in hi-fi establishments — too
much accent on bass and not
enough treble. It is a fact that a
good treble response cannot be
achieved by twiddling knobs on
an amplifier!

Do we really have to spend
about £300 on a pair of speak-
ers to obtain the sort of sound
suitable to us? In our opinion,
most of the equipment made is
pointed at the pop industry.
This is just not good enough!
My & Mrs D Foster,
Birmingham

OUR ADDRESS

The Editor-in-Chief, Hi-Fi Choice,

19 Bolsover Street, LONDON

W1P THJ.

Fax: 0171-323 3547

e-mail:
100433.1130@compuserve.com.
We reserve the right to edit all
letters that we publish.
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‘theyear’s
hest buys

Hi-Fi Choice’s Best Buy t's not just that our swing tags
clearly indicate which equipment
and Recommended rises above the mundane. Their

value lies in the fact that, ever

swnng—tags are renowned since this magazine was launched 20
years ago, Best Buy and Recommended

around the world for

status has been conferred only after a

marking out the creme de product has undergone rigorous testing of
both its technical merits and musical

la creme in hi-fi products. reproduction ability.
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THE BENEFIT OF BLIND LISTENING
Our blind listening tests are designed to overcome any bias for cer-
tain brands that can afflict ‘sighted’ reviews. History has proved
that a strong product pedigree is no guarantee of continued qual-
ity, but hi-fi reputations will influence all but the most independent
minds. Every year, our blind listening régime proves that the great-
est sounds often originate in the most unexpected quarters. It is
sound quality that ultimately determines whether a product is
awarded a swing tag, and all Recommended products must prove
to be a cut above their peers in sound reproduction ability. If, in
addition, they are of particular note, or offer ‘expensive’ sound at a
budget price, they become eligible for a Best Buy tag.

UNIQUE, MEANINGFUL TECHNICAL TESTS
Listening is supremely important, but we are committed to
assessing the nuts and bolts of a hi-fi component. We pursue a
policy of continuous development when it comes to measure-
ments, not due to an obsession with specifications, but because
we believe that listening is only part of the story. True under-
standing of better hi-fi, and hence greater potential for musical
enjoyment, will only result from an objective understanding of
why hi-fi sounds the way it does. We aim not just to verify a man-
ufacturer’s claimed performance, but to discover what'’s really
happening ‘behind the scenes’.

THE ULTIMATE BEST BUY GUIDE

Why do we do go to all this trouble? Simply to enable you, the
reader, to choose and buy hi-fi armed with the most reliable
advice. However, don’t forget that successful hi-fi buying
depends on you forming a good relationship with a reputable hi-
fi dealer. Furthermore, long-term satisfaction in hi-fi can only be
attained if you trustyour own ears over and above any commen-
dation you might read in a magazine — including this one. We
provide the map, but navigation is up to you!

CHARTING THE PATH OF HI-FI

In this instance your hi-fi map has been distilled into ten pages
of Best Buys and Recommendations from a year's worth of
reviews (two years' worth, in the case of cables). For your con-
venience we have edited down the original reviews, but we rec-
ommend that you seek out original articles if you want the whole
story — full details of back issues will be found on page 89 of this
issue, and you may order individual articles via our ‘Factsback’
service, as advertised on page 91. Inevitably, some products
have been discontinued since we reviewed them earlier this year.
Where possible we have listed direct replacements as suggested
by the manufacturer, but only next year's reviews will judge their
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worth. Nonetheless, | sincerely

hope that we help you find ‘hi-fi that
fits'!

ATW “Stan” Vincent, Editor-in-Chief,
November 1995 @ Review summaries
by Paul Messenger and Alan Sircom
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all to Wall Magic!

The Widest Choice of THX in the UK!

Nothing will prepare you for the
sound of THX Kamla style.
Experience each soundtrack as the director intended
through the JBL Synthesis Il system and two other F —
superlative THX Home Audio loudspeaker systems. H X
Amplification by JBL, harman/kardon, Proceed and Mcintosh., = ————

Processing by harman/kardon and Proceed.
Also featured, the UK’s first AC-3
demonstration through EAD TheaterMaster.

KAMLA

251 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.Tel: 0171 323 2747. Fax: 0171 637 2690.
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AUDIO INNOVATIONS
; ALTO £299

trikingly different ‘flying
S wing’stylingandanoption-
alchromefinish (£30extra)
distinguish thisline-only integrated
amp fromtheherd. The Alforep-
resents valve amp specialist
Audiolnnovations’sfirstmove
intothetransistorised massmar- |
ket,and thecompetitive £299
price owes much to a stripped-
down, no-frills, line-level-only
capability, and the fact thatit’s
distributed exclusively through
Richer Sounds Group outlets.
Vinyl disc users will need to
makealternativearrangements,
such as a separate phono stage.
Theinternalcircuittopology
isalittleunusual,withapush-pull
quasi-complementary output
stage,asingle-rail powersupply,
and a large decoupling output
capacitor. Much in linewith the
Altradition,lowbassand power

deliveryarelimited, thelatterrat-
ing40W/eight Ohms(1kHz)but
onlyincreasingto44Wintofour

Ohms,sodifficultspeakerloads
should be avoided.
A slight loss of deep bass

mightbedetectablewithverylarge
loudspeakers, butthe subtlelow

frequency roll-offisrelatively unin-
trusiveanddoesn’tseemtohand-
icap the Alto’s commanding
senseofrhythm,driveandsub-
stance. Theupsideisexception-
ally lucid mid and treble repro-
duction,with amarvelloussense
of space, air and delicacy that
charmed and enthralled the lis-
tening panel.
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AMPLIFI
BEST BUYS

HARMAN/KARDON
HK610 £200

ackingtheremotecontrol
Lconvenience of its more
expensive brothers, the
£200HK610isthejuniormodel
in a five-strong range of
newintegratedmodelsfrom
USampspecialistHarman/
Kardon. All are configured
asline-level-only amplifiers,
but they can be fitted with a
PH600plug-inmoduletohan-
dle MM or MC vinyl disc car-
tridges as an optional extra.
Circuitry follows the HK

tradition forusing discretecom-
ponentsinpreferencetoICs. The
elegantand symmetrical high gain
poweramphasimprovedultra-
sonic stability over its prede-
cessors, and thereby avoids

theneedforoutputinductors. §g

Power output registers a sat-
isfactory 52/76 W (eight/four
Ohms, 1kHz), with a
respectable peak current
capability of 12A.

Sound quality was
described as ‘unusually clear,
clean and vivid’, with the sheer
energy and zest of this amplifi-
er’s performance singlingitout
astheoverall preferenceaftertwo
daysofblindbudgetamplistening.
Fine image depth and a proper-
ly layered soundstage combine
behind powerful, clean and
articulate-soundingvoices,with
only the merest hint of top and
bottom emphasis. Fizzy and
sparklingwithanunexpectedkick,
the HK610isanobviousandout-
standing Best Buy.

MISSION
CYRUSIII £500

his latest incarnation of
Mission’s Cyrus inte-
gratedampretainsthecute

‘half-width’ presentation of its
famouspredecessors. It’spack-
aged in reassuringly solid case-
work,andsupplied completewith
a remote-control handset.

The circuit topology also
retains the familiar quasi-com-
plementary poweramps, butwith
an entirely symmetrical layout
toaccommodatesurface-mount
components. Theelectroniccon-
trol functions are executed via
a‘silentBUS’ arrangementwhich
remainsinactivewhennotbeing
addressed,and soavoids
compromisingthesound.
Power output registers a
respectable 73/109W
(eight/four Ohms midband),
although high frequency andhigh
currentdeliveryare bothalittle
restricted.

The listening panel reacted
very positively to the Cyrus I11,
describing the sound as “well-
developed and vigorous, yet
matureinitsuseof power”.

Naturally balanced witha vivid
and articulate midrange, sand-
wiched between firm bass and
asparkling,sweettreble, thisamp
encouragesthéecloseanalysisof
subtlemusical complexities.
Anadditionalbonusisavinyl
discinput stage of suitably
highqualitytomatch therest
— in more than a few amps
today this often seems to be
something of an afterthought. .

NAD
310£150

price inflation, NAD has

taken some unusually radi-
cal design approaches to the
electronics of its slimline £150
budget 310 model. One econo-
my compared to the £190 302
(issue 116)isthatit’saline-input-
only device, so vinyl users will
havetolookelsewhere. A lessobvi-
ous saving is seen in the single-
railpowersupply, withattendant
capacitor coupling arrange-
ments.

Thepowerampitselfismost
unusual, a mix of high-current
Logic-level MOSFETsand PNP
bipolars in a pseudo-comple-
mentary configuration, allow-
ing for a simplified pre-amp
section.Power outputisamod-
est 27/40W (eight/four Ohms,
1kHz). A dual-concentric vol-
ume control obviates the need
for separate balance (but gives
poorlowlevelchanneltracking),
whilefront-mountedinputjacks
makeiteasy toplugina personal
stereo.

The sound quality was very
well received, the music crack-
ing along at a convincing pace
whilesstill just about managing
to retain its composure, com-
municatingtheenthusiasmofthe
musicians and setting lis-
teners’ toes a-tapping. The
extremetopendisalittlemuted
yetitmanagestoprojectper-
formancesconfidently intothe
room. A comfortable Best Buy
ata very competitive price.

I ntheconstantbattleagainst
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For Fast 'n Free 24 hour Mail Order Contact: 0181 852 1321

TRULY YOUR
We carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London and you can be
sure that any of the products you see advertised here are on
display and available for audition. Our helpful experienced
staff are always on hand to help explore the possibilities
248 LEe HIGH RD, LEWISHAM, LONDON, SE13 5PL open to you. This month - check our Interest Free, for the

TEL: 0181-318 5755/852 1321 FAX- 318 0909 ; '
OPEN: 10.00AM - 6.30PM, MON - SAT (CLOSED THURS) most flexible way to buy what you really want!
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CD PLAYERS TUNERS
Arcam CD Players-Full range? YES! 1 Arcam Alpha 5 Tuner Plus ....... £219.00
Arcam Alpha One (F/L) ........ .. £299.00 { Arcam Delta 280 Tuner (F/L) £399.00

Denon Tu 260L Tuner ............. £119.00

£479.00 !
Linn Kudos (New) ..... . £595.00

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus (F/L) .

Arcam Delta 270 (F/L) ..... .. £799.00

Arcam Delta 250 Transport..... £799.00 NAD 402 Tuner . £179.00
Arcam Black Box 50 ....... .. £479.00 Marantz ST55 Tuner .... . £129.00
Arcam Black Box 500 ............. £745.00 Nalm NAT 03 Tuner (F/L) ....... £549.00
Audio Alchemy Dac in the box . £199.00 Ploneer F203 RDS Tuner ........

Quad FM4 Tuner (F/L) 5
i Quad 66FM Tuner(F/L) ........

Rega Radio AM/FM Tuner (F/L) £229.00
Rotel RT 940AX (Remote) ....... £199.00
| Rotel RT 950BX (F/L) ............ £249.00

' CASSETTE

Arcam Delta 100 ..................
Denon DRM 540 (F/T) . .
Denon DRS 640 (F/T)............
Denon DRW 750 (F/T) ...........
NAD 613 (New) .
Nakamichl DR3 (Was 399) .... £349.00
Nakamlchl DR2 (F/L x 2) ...... £549.00
Nakamlchl DR1 (F/T) ..cccoveenne
Nakamlchl Dragon (E/D) .....

Denon DCD 315 ......c.ceeeee. £149.00

(FIL) = FREE CHORD COMPANY
INTERCONNECT WORTH £25.00

Denon DCD 825
Linn Mimik CD Player .............. £839.00
Linn CD Players - Full range? YES!
Marantz CD63/2 .. e
Marantz CD63se ..
NAD 501 (New)
NAD 502 (F/L)
Nalm CD3 (F/L) ..
Na!m CD Players - Full range? YES!
Ploneer PD -S703 .. v

Quad 67 CD (F/L)..
Rotel RCD 930AX ..

Rotel RCD 970BX (F/L) £345.00 Yamaha KX380 (F/T)
Yamaha KX480(F/L)
TURNTABLES Yamaha KX-W482

Dual CS504 inc AT95e . . £199.00

LOUDSPEAKERS

(FREE C.T.3) = FREE CABLETALK 3.

Castle Durham 900(Free C.T7.3) £279.00
Heybrook HB1 (Free C.T.3) .... £279.00
KEF Coda 7 . £129.00
KEF Q10 (Free C.T.3)........... £199.00
LInn Full range stocked & on Dem? YES!
Mission 731 ...l £129.00
Misslon 751 (Free C.T.3) ....... £299.00
Misslon 752 (Free C.T.3) ....... £499.00
Misslon 753 (Free C.T Blwlre) £699.00
Musical Technology - Kestral ... £249.00
ProAc Response One ............ £999.00
Quad ELS63 on Demonstratlon? YES!
{ Rega Kyte (Blk or Wal) ............ £198.00
Rega Ela (Black) . £498.00
Revolver Purdey ... . £199.00
Rogers LS2a/2 (Free C.T.3)... £249.00
Ruark Swordsman 2 ... . £299.00
Ruark Talisman (Free C.T.3) .. £699.00
Tannoy 631 Speakers . £149.00
Tannoy 632 (Free C.T.3) ........ £189.00
Tannoy 633 (Free Plinth) ....... £319.00

UDIO VISUAL

A/V AMPLIFIERS
Arcam Xeta One
Denon AVC1530
Yamaha DSP970
LASER DISC PLAYERS

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus ................ £239.00
Arcam Alpha 6 Plus ................ £349.00
Arcam Delta 290 .................. £499.00
Arcam Delta 290P ..
Denon PMA 250/3 .
Linn Majik (line)
Linn Wakonda (line)

Linn LK100 P/Amp. . £5689.00
NAD 310 Amplifier ................. £129.00
NAD 302 Amplifier ....
NAIM Nait 3 Integrated .
Naim NAC 92 Preamp.............. £434.00
Naim NAP 90/3 Power Amp .... £434.00
Naim FlatCap Supply .............. £317.00
Pioneer A300X Amplifier ......... £209.00

... £999.00
. £479.00
.. £799.00

Pioneer A400X Amplifier .. . £299.00 ™ g
Quad 77 Integrated . £595.00 UECE AT en e EHLD
. s Pioneer CLD-950 ... £499.00
. Ploneer CLD-2950 ... £699.00

| SURROUND - SPEAKER SYSTEMS
KEF Q30/90/70s System ...... £899.00

£5000

Quad 66 . £859.00 GOODS PRICE  £2500

65 268900 |1| GOODS PRICE  £1000 GOODS PRICE | KEF 90 (Centre) ........... FEEERO
Qua Ower.Amp s ; DEPOSIT £100 | DEPOSIT £500 | DEPOSIT £1400 [}{ Mission 73S (Surround) ............ oo
PO EVRR DO rscosmsess. £398.00 i g aLANCE £900 | BALANCE £2000 | BALANCE E3EH0; ] PO RMS000/2 System...... £899.00
Rotel RA 930AX/2 (New) ........ £149.00 Pioneer V201 Sat/Sub System £249.00

| Rotel RA 930BX . £199.00 £75 [20MTHS@ £100

PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF Press E&OE

20MTHS @ £150




AMPLIFIE

BEST BUYS

ECAVISTA/LECTERN
- £760/£880

o, we hadn’t heard of

ECA Distributioneithe
Turnsoutit’sasmalland

relativelynew operation, main-
ly operatingoutofaPOBoxnum-

berin North WestLondon.

Andthefactthatthemains g
transformer fitted to our
review sample of the Vista
preamp was loose didn’t °

help to boost our confidence...

Such foibles aside, however,

thisturnsoutto bea very promis-

ingamplifiercombinationindeed,
atanyratefortheattractivelyslim-
line,solidandchunkyappearance.

Plenty of attention has been |
paidtopowersupplyregulation,

although it’s surprising to note

thatthe VistaPre-isbuiltaround

op-amplICswhereasthe Lectern
powerampisbuiltalmostentire-
ly of discrete components. The

Vistadoesnotaccommodatevinyl
discsources— ECA hasasepa-

rate Prisma phono stage pr
amplifier — while the Lectern

deliversamodestbutstiffpower

output of 53/90W (eight/four

Ohms, 1kHz). .

Listeningtests werevery pos-
itive, clearly lifting the ECA
combowellclearofthepackand

placing it up on the rostrus
very interestingmodels. Livel
firm and funky if less sweetand

relaxing than some, its indefin-
able sense of ‘rightness’ is ulti-

mately very persuasive.

HI-FI CHOICE

MAGNUM
IA170 £270

rom Magnum,asmallbut
F wellestablishedandinno-
vative British amp spe-
cialist,the £270IA170isaslim-
line line-level-only integrated
amplifier (vinyl-equipped versions
are also available). It’s a very
straightforward and rugged
design, based onanoldDarlington
topology, and features pairs of
discrete 25A transistors run at
enriched biasfroma Class-Adri-
ver stage. o
Clearly designedtobe bomb-
andnerd-proof, 3A fuses blowwell
beforetheampcan,whilethere’s
ahuge powersupplywith which
to clout recalcitrant loudspeak-
ers, and no invasive hi-tech pro-
tectioncircuitry to interferewith
the sound. Power output regis-
ters a generous 96/155W
(eight/four Ohms, 1kHz), witha
massive 21A of peak current
available. .
In ultimate terms, the sound
quality does suffer some loss in
transparency andlowlevel ‘black-
ness’, but this amp nevertheless
captured the mood of the mu
as well as the enthusiasm
imaginationofahard-bitten panel
of listeners. Their verdict:
“Cookedintheoven, ratherthan
» themicrowave,sothetruetonal
flavourofitsmusicisallowed

“ timeto develop”. It hasclari-

ty, confidence and real-world
charm. Quirkyinasafeyetenter-
tainingmanner, theunassuming
IA170 earns Magnum its first
Choice Best Buy.

RECOMMEDED MODELS

PIONEER A400X £300

PIONEER A-300R

A detailed and articulate amp, some-
what let down by an indifferent vinyl
disc input; can sound a little too tidy
and restrained.

! ROTEL RA-970BX £300
" Line-only amp that sounds big,
bouncy and entertainingly
detailed, with massive power
reserves for difficult loads, although
complex textures could be improved.

AUDIOLAB8000A  £500
An evergreen design that continues to
evolve and keep ahead of the pack,
with a mature, refined and depend-
able all-round sound and measured
performance.

TECHNICS SU-A900/2  £450

A lively, clean and fun
amplifier that deftly avoi
brightness and aggression
with remote volume control.

MUSICAL FIDELITY
ELEKTRA E100 _£5
A rich and fruity sounding amnnwhichz
is also remarkably musica
euphonic; gorgeous gloss fini
full remote control, too. -

SONY TA-F246E

A gutsy if somewhat authoritarian
amp with a rich and friendly sound,
let down by an indifferent vinyl disc

input.

AURAVA80  £280
Delivering hefty bass but somewhat
limited when driving difficult speaker
loads, this simple line-only design
sparkles with lively detail.

DENON PMA-450SE £270
A very brisk and energetic sounding
amp which is certainly entertaining.
It may, however, leave some listeners
exhausted.

COPLAND CsA14  £1100
Great sound; great looks; great build;
this integrated hybrid valve amp is a
powerful vindication of the
thermionic approach.
CAMBRIDGEA1 _____ £100
Not great, but nothing comes near it
for £100, thanks to Chinese manu-
facture; vinyl disc optional extra.

AUDIO INNOVATIONS

A gentle, atmospheric an:
detailed performer, if a li
reserved and lacking in vim and

TECHNICS SU-A600/2
An amplifier that's great
with, but it can sound a ittle
at times. ‘

SUMO ATHENA IIB/
POLARIS III £9
Assertively styled Am
amp combo that has
sounds colourful and
super-incisive. Vinyl is

L1/SERIES 800 ANNIV

A very natural, relaxed ;
sounding valve combo,
midband oriented with i
output. A perfect match
loudspeakers, especially horns.
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and - or
so our , tell us in our continuous
customer satisfaction survey. They say we are

and using our
Friendly, trained staff to help you choose

A wide range of products with systems from £399 e and knoy e, to ther

3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi separates
30 day, no penalty, upgrades or exchange So whether you are looking for your first

Comfortable listening rooms system, upgrading your existing system or

inema surround sound demonstration rooms : .
Rl you are a keen enthusiast wanting the latest

Home demonstrations ) _
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Multi - Room specialists
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Full credit facilities, inc interest free (0% APR)
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nkyo’sclaimsforinno-
vations in the bulky
£350 DX-750 were

numerous,andincludedacus-
tom-designed digital filter,
proprietary Fine Pulse
Conversion System (FPCS),
acomplementarydistortion
canceller, an AccuPulse
QuartzSystemandaZeroShift
Noise-shaper.

It featured a crystal oscilla-
tor, mechanically damped by a
synthetic rubber blob, and uses
NPC’s 8x oversampling filter
with bitstreamDAC—thelatter
anSM 5861 devicefeaturingadif-
ferential output, allowing com-
mon-modenoiseandeven-order
distortionstobesuppressedinthe
analoguestage. The FPCSsystem
was not unlike a milder form of
Pioneer’s Legato Link, reducing
theringing of impulsesand tran-
sients at the expense of sub-
30kHz stop-band noise.

The generous complement
of features included a 36-track
randomaccessmemoryandaDisc
Filecapableofstoring favourite
selections from over 200 discs.
A motorised volumecontrolfed
both variable output and head-
phone sockets.

With a big, bold and ballsy
sound, this cultured player was
delightfully uncluttered and
utterly free from the dirty digi-
tal detritus which afflicts lesser

HI-FI CHOICE

CD PLAY
BEST BUYS

ONKYO
DX-750 £350

players. Eddi Reader sounde
loose, free and relaxed wi
creating an atmosphere who
exuberance only occasionall
ran unchecked.
'I’hebassfromMassweAttack
Better Things was a little flz
lent at times, but otherwise
DX-750 just sounded big, gen
erous and dramatic. Our listen
ersrepeatedlyexpressed delight
atthenaturalyetvividstringtone
and vocal clarity of a Bach aria.
Sensational and entertain-
ing, the DX-750wascapableof
filling theroom witha hugeand
expressivesound. Unfortunately,
Onkyo have subsequently dis-
continued the DX-750, butyou
maystill be able to find samples
of the original in the shops. We
11ve1nhopetoseehowthereplace-fj
ment to,this star player shapes"'
up in a forthcoming blind test.

Ithough the PD-S504
bears an exceedingly
close physical resem-

blanceto the PD-S503 (issue
139), whichmightbodeill for
thelisteningtests, itactually
soundsmuchmore like the
PD-S703 (issue 137),
whichis altogether better.
Thechassisreallyisacar-
boncopy ofthe 503, featur-
ing the same range of track
access, program, repeat and
randomplay modes, pluspeak
search, proprietary ‘Hi-Lite’
scanningandsynchronisedtape
editfacilities. Thesame handset
isused too,completewith 25-step
digital volume control.
Asexpected,Pioneer’sStable
Platter Mechanism takes pride
of place, supporting the CD
label-side-down whilethe laser
readsfromabove. Theideaisto
preventtheedges oftheCD from
‘flapping’ minutely athighspeed,
allowingthelasertoreadasharp-
er ‘eye pattern’ of data which in
turnshould mean less digital jit-
ter downstream. Furthermore,
theplayerincorporatesadigital
co-axial output which could
allowittobeusedasatransport
only at a later date.
Pioneer’sLegatoLinkdigital
filter provides a gentle treble
roll-off which combines digital
stop-band noise with genuine
audio to synthesise frequencies

RECOMMENDED MODELS

DENONDCD-615  £180
A precise low-cost player, with excep-
tonal detail but rather un-emotional.
Now replaced by £200 DCD-625.

MARANTZ CD-53 £200

SONYCDP-312  £156
Lively budget player W|th more exuber-
ance than subtlety. Crude, but lots of

features. Replaced by £130 CDP-313

DENONDCD-1015  £350

Sweet-talking and commumcatlve
Can sound imprecise but conveys the
underlying musical message well.
Now replaced by £270 CD-63 Mk Il.

Denon's discontinued 1015 featured
Alpha processing. It sounded beefy
and expensive, but also shut-in and
lacking in air at the top end.

PIONEER
PD-5504 £200

above20kHz. Subtledifferences

between this 504 and the 503
includetheselectuseof Silmicelec-
trolyticcaps, plusanew pre-reg-
ulationfiltertoremoverippleand
switching noise from the DAC
power supply.
Theeffectoftheseis farfrom
suble,however, withthe PD-S504
sounding both extended and
exceedingly natural, as well as
bringinganairofsophistication
to the music. Vocals are free
from unwanted sibilance exag-
geration, although the extreme
treble still lacks some finesse
and brilliance. L
Comparedto previousLegato
Link players, the PD-S504 is a
consistent and polished com-
municator — a player which
“remainsneutralwhilekeeping
its musical finger firmly on the
fun button,” asour panel putit.

KENWOOD DP-7060
The DRIVE-equipped DP- 7060 player
sounds agreeably Ilght-footed W|th

plenty of life and bags of detail but

may sound too bright whe
wrong system. -

JVC XL-V284 140
A very affordable player mcorporatmg

plenty of hi-tech embell«shments It
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Not valid with any
other offers or
Interest Free Credit.

We always try to ensure that our prices are competitive.
If you find a better price quoted by an Authorised
Dealer (and in stock!), let us know and we will gladly
match it. ;

- We are commiitted to our customers.

With three locations, Musical Images offers you an
unparalleled choice, outstanding product knowledge
and the promise to you of a service that is second to
none. ’

- Simply the b

o

45 High Street, Hounslow
Middlesex. TW3 IRH
Tel: 0181 569 5802

Fax: 0181 569 6353

173 Station Road, Edgware
Middlesex. HA8 7JX

Tel: 0181 952 5535

Fax: 0181 951 5864

18 Monmouth Street, Covent =
Gdn, London. WC2H 9HB

Tel: 0171 497 1346 ‘
Fax: 0171 497 9205

Main Authorised
Dealer For:
Acoustic Energy
Aiwa

Akai

AKG

Alphason
Arcam

ATC

Audio Alchemy
Audio Innovations
Audioquest
Audio Technica
Aura

AVI

B&W

Beyer Dynamic
Bose

Boston
Cabletalk
Canon

Castle
Celestion
Cerwin Vega
Chord

Creek

Cyrus

Denon

DPA

[BIVE:L

EPOS
Exposure

GLL

Goldring
Harman Kardon
Heybrook
Infinity

Ixos

Jamo

JBL

JPW

JvC

KEF

Kenwood
LaserDiscs
Lexicon
Marantz

Maxell
Meridian
Michell

Mission

YHE PowEe
HOUSE oF €

Mordaunt-
Musical Fi
NAD
Nakamichi '
Ortofon N
Panasonic
Philips

Pink Triangle
Pioneer

Polk

PROAC
Project Turntables
QED

Quad

REL

Restek
Rogers
Roksan
Rotel

Royd

[RVE(S

SD Acoustics
Sennheiser
Sharp

Shure

SME

Sony
Soundstyle
Stands Unique
STAX
Systemdek
Tannoy Prestige
Target

TDK

TDL

TEAC
Technics
Thorens
Toshiba
Trichord

Van den Hul
Wadia
Wharfedale
XLO
Yamaha

and many more




SONY
CDP-561E £200

he CDP-761E might be
thenaturalpriceandposi-
tion successor to the
famous CDP-71SE,butit’sthis
less expensive CDP-561E that
matchestheearliermodel’svery
superior sound quality. Two
hundred notes buys a player
that’sgenuinelystate-of-the-art.

Takethe slick 2.5 secondtrack
access, for example, or Sony’s
advancedbitstream technology
withanewLSIthatcombinestwo
8x oversampling filters (giving
64xintoto),aPLM (pulselength
modulation) DACandcomple-
mentary output.

Wiithin thischip,the21-bitout-
putof the first 8x oversampling
filterischopped down to 16 bits
before beingmultipliedupto64x,
leaving Sony’s proprietary ‘Full

delivers an intimate sound which lacks
a litte in substance and gumption.

LUXMAN D-322 £140
More solid and robust build than most
budget players. The sound quality is
generally positive but showed some
inconsistency with different types of
music.

HI-FI CHOICE

Feed Forward’ compensation
schemetoaccountforthe‘round-
ing errors’ (in the form of noise)
whichare produced.

Carefullevel-matched com-
parisons found this §61E, with
itsbeautifullyextendedtrebleand
all-roundairiness, tobebetterthan
the CDP-761E and far closerto
the earlier CDP-71SE.

In every respect, its music
has a living, breathing quality
which extended across our full
repertoire of music, while its
basscontrolexposedthefinger-
ing of Massive Attack’s bass
lines like never before. “Whatit
lacks in sheer welly it gainsin a
mostconvincingclarity,” our panel
remarked.

On a Cannonball Adderley,
excerpt, the interplay of instru-
mentscombined perfectcontrol
with infectious musical enthu-
siasm. As performers traded
lines with one another, the
colour,inflectionandambi-
ence of the music poured
forth with effortless grace
and refinement. .

This Sony CDP-561E is as
stunning a performer as the
CDP-71SEwas,whilecostingfifty
pounds less into the bargain.

CD PLAYEF
BEST BUYS

g I T T O

\ "7 L @

KENWOOD
DP-3060 £200

atest in a succession of
playersfeaturingthe NPC
(Nippon Precision
Circuits) bitstream DAC,
the DP-3060ispitchedatthe

pivotal£200price point,and S

comes witha typically broad
rangeofuser features. These
includedirectaccess,program,
repeat and random play,
pluspeakssearch,digital volume
and multi-disc edit.

TheDACmay befromthesame
source as before, but this latest
rejuvenation has worked won-
ders. Gone is the massive surge
ofre-quantisation noise whichwas
almostguaranteed to upetthecon-
stitution of some amplifiers,
whiletheinsidiousresponserip-
pleofanunsophisticated digital
filterhasalso been expunged. Low
level linearity is improved, and
distortionisextremelylow, too.

Suchisits sedate and sophis-
ticated sonic composure, you’d
neverguess you were listeningto
a beer budget machine.

Just as importantly, howev-
er, thissense ofequanimityisnot
achieved by squashing the pas-
sion from its music.

We were mightily relieved to
rediscover the sultry intensity of

RECOMMENDED MODELS

ONKYO DX-7210 ~ £260
A very refined and pleasantly open-
sounding mid-price player, with a fluid
and involving performance that's not
quite as relaxed and crisp as the best.
CAMBRIDGECD4 ~_£150
A budget player, desugned in the UK
but built abroad, from the Richer
Sounds group. The Cb4’s operation
and aesthetics are a shade primitive,
but it sounds energetic and enthusias-
tic, if a tad crude. Perhaps a touch
rough and ready, but great value for
the money. -

SONY CDP-761E £250
A very relaxed, confident and clean-
sounding player, but it can sound a lit-
tle dynamically constrained, and falls
short — subijectively and objectively

| — of its famous and highly-rated CDP-

715E predecessor

TEAC
VRDSTI/D-T1  £500/£450

Cassandra Wilson’s [n My Kitchen
—gutsy musicthat reflected the
sturdy but honest sound of the
player itself.

Thepanelalsoapplaudedthe
3060’scoherence,withasmooth
and even-handed balance that
buildsalongwith the developing
interplayofthemusic,ratherthan
limiting resolution or crumbling
into an untidy heap.

The DP-3060 is not perfect.
It lacks a certain colour and
flamboyance, and it can sound
alittlethinandconstricted,espe-
cially through the bass.

Importantly,theKenwood DP-
3060 CD player will not sound
outof place, even ina costly sys-
tem,andisproofpositivethatbud-
get players donot havetosound
as cheap as their price tag.

AUDIOMECA
MEPHISTO/ TRICHORD
PULSAR 1 £2,200/£1,395

An entry level price for two-box com-
bos, this Teac is well engineered
throughout, with a controlled and
reserved sound that's a little short of
passion and enthusiasm.

An unlikely aesthetic high-end match
but a highly effective sonic combina-
tion that makes tidy, tactile music, if
not the ultimate in resolution and tre-
ble openess.
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The Meridian 541 SU?roﬁ'ﬁdControlIer
is a great place to start your system.

It combines an audiophile quality
preamplifier with the best in surround
sound processors. It is the analogue
version of our European Award
winning 565 digital surround
processor.

Meridian allows you to match your
CD player, FM tuner, amplifier and
loudspeaker for the very best in music
and film.

BOOTHROYD STUART

MERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire PE18 6ED

Tel 44 01480 434334 Fax 44 01480 432948

Now that digital reproduction
technology is so advanced, you
can throw away all of your records.

"LOB LOCKS", as they say
on the planet Anagramia

orfofon

MC 30

SUprEme

01753-889949

Audiofreaks
FOR the | OVE

of TUSIC

Arcici Inc. Quad ESL dedicated stands, turntable
supports and audiophile accessories

Audiostatic. Electrostatic loudspeakers
Benz-Micro Moving coil phono cartridges
Cardas Audio Cables, analogue recordings

Conrad-Jobnson Valve & FET pre-amplifiers, power
amplifiers and D/A converters

Enligbtened Audio CD transports, D/A converters,
Designs Integrated CD players and home
theatre processors

Expressive Tecbnologies Step up transformers and cables
Kuzma Tonearms & turntables

Muse Electronics Solid -state pre-amplifiers, power amplifiers,
active subwoofers and D/A converter

Paragon Acoustics Dynamic loudspeaker systems
Power Wedge Power line conditioners and mains filters

Resolution Audio CD transport, d/a conventers, jilter
attenuator

Shbun Mook Audio Inc. Resonance control tuning devices and
Or.ginal Kable Jackets™

Sound Lab Electrostatic loudspeakers
Wbheaton Triplanar Tonearms

Distributors of Fine Audio & Home Theatre Equipment
15, Link Way, Ham, Surrey TW10 7QT. Tel: 0181. 948 4153 Fax: 0181. 948 4250.




s T T TTOG

Lo F=r 2 T )

LOUDSPEAK
BEST BUYS

MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY
KESTREL £265

MISSION
733 £300

generously proportioned

floorstander at a realis-

tic price, the 733 isclos-
erto a large bookshelf model in
internal acoustic volume, since
partofthecabinetismerelyused
forsupport. That,inturn,makes
itlesssusceptible toboomy bass
thanafull-size floorstander, yet
there’s still asufficient low end
tomeanthatthe speakershould
stand well clear of walls for the
smoothest midband response.

Thatis really the strength of
thismodel,whichsportssimilar
driverstothesmaller 732, while
revealing (on the evidence of
our samples) a subtly smoother
balance with sweeter mid-to-
treble integration.

The enclosure has the oblig-
atoryvinyl woodprintfinish for
a box of this price and size, but
the moulded plastics bafflegives
a welcome touch of class and
individuality.

TANNOY
633 £320

annoy’s least expensive

andsmallestfloorstander,

the £320 633, differs
from most of its peers by using
twodecent-sizedriversfor thebot-
tomend, withits profile-shaped
cabinet supplying sealed box
loading. Theresultisbassthat’s
significantly deeper than the
normfor boxes in this category,
aswellaslesssusceptibilitytoport-
generated mid-bass boom.

The downsideisa midrange
that’snotparticularly smoothor
even, with some coloration as a
result. This probably explains why
Tannoyisabouttointroducean
updated MkIIversion. It’s like-
ly that the existing 633 will still
bewidelyavailableduring theperi-
odthisissueisonsale,butweintend
toreview the new version in the
March ‘96 issue of Hi-Fi Choice.

HI-FI CHOICE

he first product from a

brandnew company, the

Kestrel is a most unusu-
al design which shows much
originalthought.It’san ultra-com-
pact floorstander, saving the
costof providing separatestands,
withaninteresting hexagonalplan
cabinet shape and metal
diaphragms for both main dri-
ver and tweeter — all for a sur-
prisingly modest £295 (which
includes £30 for an optional
metal plinth, giving good spike
mounting and footprint). Most
ofthecabinetisfinished invinyl
woodprint,butthetoppanelhas
real wood finish toadd a touch
ofextraclass.

Sensitivity and bassextension
are both limited, but the overall
balanceisgenerally flat,apartfrom
acautiousdip through the pres-
ence band, and the Kestrel is
surprisingly smooth soundingfor
a budget price model.

n evergreen model that
seemstohavebeenaround
forever, JPW’s book-
shelf-size P1 had beeninour Best
Buy listings for so long thatare-
appraisalseemed worthwhile. The
only drawback seems to be that
theshapeandsizenowlookalit-
tle old-fashioned, although this
in no way implies any compro-
mise in performance. Indeed,
the wider baffle used in older
designs often offers acoustic
advantages over the fashion-
able narrower front, whilealso
permitting a large main driver.
In the event this model con-
tinuestosetahighsonicstandard,
withafineoverall balancedespite
ameasureofmidband uneveness,
while the price-for-size ratio
remainsoneofthe bestonthe mar-
ket—especially consideringthe
real wood veneer finish .

JPW
Pl £170
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...and tune into the experience of latest In-Front Localisation sets, or the transparent

. : gs sound quality of the SR 850s. For pure acoustic plea-
Vivanco hi-fi he_adphones. . sure, comfort and durability - from £25 to £140 - make
Whatever your favourite sounds, whatever the decibel .

. , , your choice...
level, Vivanco make the 'phones you’ll prefer.
Head for a natural sounding impression of space with the

...you won’t turn Vivanco down.
Call 01442 231616 for more details

o

VIVCINCO,

SR 250 SR 606

7

SR 909 SR 1000 ifl SR 2000 ifl
7

e,

m
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LOUDSPEAK
BEST BUYS

TANNOY
631 £150

REGA
ELA £498

annoy’stiniestrarelydid
wellin Choicetests,until
thearrivalofthislatest631
model, which provides stern
competition foranyofthe minia-
turemodelscurrently inplay. At
£150it’s a little more expensive
than some of its peers, but thisis
justified bythe plasticconemain
driverandsubtlecabinetcurves.
The Profile-shaped cabinet
used here provides a wider baf-
fle than the previous hexagonal
shape, and this makes the mid-
bandlesssusceptibletoreflection
effectswhenplaced closetoawall.
The bass is properly aligned for
wall-loading, which also makes
sense as such small speakers do
look alittle odd stuck outin the
room. The vital mid-to-trebletran-
sitionisassweetasthatoftheimme-
diate competition,andevenafew
expensive models. Thisspeaker
sounds happy and consistent
whether played loud or soft.

ritain’s best-selling budget

miniaturespeakerisanart-

fulcombination of clever
productionengineeringandcare-
fully-contrived acousticmanip-
ulation. The ‘soft-look” mould-
edbaffleisboth fashionableand
effective,andiftheendresultfeels
little lightweight in build quali-
ty,that’sbecauseitisalittlelight-
weight in build quality.

The proof of the speaker,
however,comesinthelistening,
andthisiswherethe Coda7shows
its class. The very well judged,
slightly forward midband pro-
jects detail exceptionally well,
there’salightnessoftouchwhich
isthoroughly engaging and this
helps distract attention away
from a bottom end which isn’t
the last word in drive. But what
do you expect at the price?

HI-FI CHOICE

KEF
CODA 7 £130

ega anticipated the cur-
renttrend towardscom-
pact floorstanders by
some years when the ELA first
appearedin 1989. Thismodelhas
now benefited from cosmetic
re-working, witha beefed-upand
heavily chamfered front panel,
a proper metal-frame bass and
attractive real wood veneers.
Themaindriverhasacastframe
and small (90mm) paper cone,
with some bass assistance (and
control) provided by the trans-
mission-line enclosure loading.
Despite the latter, the bassis
somewhat under-nourished; at
the same time though free from
heavy thickening effects. This
makes the speaker refreshingly
agile,withamidbandandtreble
that are delightfully open and
coherent, if maybe a bit bright
for some systems and tastes.
Build quality is exceptional for
the price.

good size stand-mount

speaker dressed in an

attractive real wood
veneer wouldseem very fair jus-
tification for the price Keswick
Audio is asking for the Aria II.
Theoverallbalanceischaracterised
by a well judged midband, a
slightly shut-inpresenceandtop
end,and rather limited absolute
bass extension.

Sensitivity is quite high con-
sideringtheamplifierseesavery
undemanding load — the main
driver has a decent size magnet
todrivethe 120mmdoped paper
cone, and the box is very solid.
All of these factors account for
adegree ofauthorityanddynam-
ic drive, which is order of mag-
nitude more convincing than
modelsathalfthepriceandsize.
Good stands are essential.

KESWICK AUDIO
ARIA II £270
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mMade for music

Affordable, gquality hi-fi equipment with no compro-
mise on fidelity; that has been the consistent aim in

designing the Deva range. .
Through innovation, through art and through logic, Saturday I3th & Sunday 14th Aprll 1.996
this is now a rediity. The Palace Hotel, Buxton Derbyshire
A range of hi-fi amplifiers and digital source equip- 9.30am to 5.00pm each day

ment, hand-built in England. Developed for the
music lover without sacrificing the facilities needed
intodays home entertainment music/video system.

FREE ENTRANCE

A Warm Invitation is extended to you. your family and friends at this,
the 10th year of celebrating all that’s Best in British Hi-Fi.

Made for music....to hear is to believe.

To mark the Show’s first decade. you're welcomed to enter our
tabulous Free to Enter Draw to win one of the Three Thousand Pounds
worth of prizes.!

Be Sure to visit the Great Bazaar where you'll find thousands of records,
CDs, Components & Accessories, Furniture, Audio Publications etc,
there’s a great Valve and Vintage section too.!

Exciting News for 1996... a specialist secondhand equipment section
where you can be sure of finding many rare bargains.

A Unique Opportunity to meet the designers in person and have
all your questions answered.

See and Hear the newest equipment first hand, in the super
atmosphere of the Palace Hotel, where the large demonstration rooms
offer some of the best sounds around.

Don’t miss some very special *Show Offers™ and save a great deal
during the weekend.

Make a note in your diary...... Buxton 13/14 April 1996
Look forward to seeing you at the best event of the Hi-Fi year.!

For further information
please contact

London - Grahams Hi-Fi...0171 226 5500
Midlands - West Midlands Audio...01905 458046 N I . )
. . Enquiries to: The Great British Hi-Fi Show. P O Box 50. Chesterficld S40 4YU
?::::: :Jce?f::ses,grgggigl:\dl%]207]3926%32;]2 12 (Formerly “The Chesterficld Hi-Fi Show")
Overseas - Morgan Audio...Tel 44 151 255 0946
...Fax 44 151 258 1614

Qudos, The Perfect Balance

The spealer cable forms a vital interface between vour amplifier and loudspeaker system.

The properties of the speaker cable vou use will determine how well vour amplifier can communicate
with vour spealkers. Use the wrong cable and your speakers could be missing the message.

To minimise the signal degrading properties present in all cable. QED's own research programme has
established that a Balanced Design Concept is essential for optimal performance.

. 8¢ N o
SEST B

QED's Qudos spealier cable lowers all the cable's degrading Characteristic Properties in proportion and
with the correct balance thereby delivering a superior and more accurate all round performance.

TR A T ESE) "Sensational sound... You won't QED Audio Products Ltd
7 > - 0 > o, 7 M s L
kA tind « better cable at this price. Ridgeway llouse, Ridgeway Close,
MAY 1995 5 ' T P
Lightwater, Surrey GU18 3XU
Qudos, The Perfect Balance,The Perfect Choice. Telephone:(01276) 451166

Overseas enquiries
from
Dealers/Distributors
Welcome

Tel : 0181 8305128
Fax : 0181208 1271

Please call us for details of
your nearest dealer

ECA DISTRIBUTION — P.O. Box 3023 L.ondon NW2 7RW




ased loosely on a ‘classic’

design from the’60s. This

large and hefty three-way
design fliesin the face of modern
fashion.No slimlinefloorstanders
here: the large and unusually
wide front panel needsto besup-
portedwellclearoffloorandwalls
ontrulysubstantialstands.It’sall
rather pro-monitorinappearance,
entirely uncompromising and

JBL L20J £800
Pricey and midbass-heavy luxury
bookshelf model — a fine rock’n’roller
with-good communcation skills.

KARVOLANTE £500
Very informative and entertaining
floorstander with lovely cabinetwork.
However, it suffers some midband col-
oration and doesn’t sound quite as big
as it looks.

INFINITY REFERENCE 11£150
An essentially neutral and surprisingly
smooth design at a very competitive
price. It needs stand-mounting clear of
walls to avoid bass thickening.

LINN KEILIDH LS300 £595
Very coherent and fast, this fine-value
floorstander likes to be driven hard and
responds with gusto; tonally it's a tad
bright, with shut-in presence.

MISSION 752 £500
Loads of detail from just about the
sharpest-looking compact floorstander
around, but bottom-end lacks author-
ity, weight, warmth and richness.

POLK LS50 e £800
Exceptional balance from pretty US
floorstander which really packs a
punch; a bit pricey for engineering con-
tent and build.

SYSTYM 937 £600
Good value transmission line floor-

HI-FI CHOICE

LOUDSPEAK
BEST BUYS

JBL
L90 £1,500

RECOMMENDED MODELS

stander delivers fine midband delicacy
but with some lack of bottom-end drive.

MONITOR AUDIO MA202
£450

'Substantialrfloorstander has good

vocal projection and generous scale,
but not the most neutral balance
around; bass is a bit one-note, price is
a bit stiff.

PIONEER $-4UK £250

elaborate three-box enclosure
accounts forhigh price. Great dynamic
range and good, if forward, balance.

ROGERS LS3/5A +AB1  £700
AB1 bass plinth allows the ‘classic’
LS3/5A BBC monitor to be used clear
of walls forimproved midband neutral-
ity. Not a party animal.

REVOLVER COLT £140

Lightweight but lively and communica-
tive, this agile bookshelf speaker is lots
of fun put a shade pricey and shut-in at
the top. A real enthusiast speaker.

GLL MEZZO ___£170
A very classy midband at a very com-
petitive price, though treble is over-
restrained, bass aligment is tricky and
the cosmetics rather tacky.

MORDAUNT-SHORT MS05

e e v EULO
Almost too small to take seriously, so
not much bass or loudness, but fine,
forward midband projection; well
suited to smaller rooms.

AUDIO ECTOR 3X
Substantial floorstander that delivers a
superb in-room bass-to-mid balance,
but treble is a bit restrained and pre-

sentation rather severe.

£1,500

NAIM SBL  £1,821

Very discreet waIIfnburﬁ floorstander’s

A fine all-round budget bookshelf
miniature with good balance and tim-
ing at a realistic price, if a touch bland
in sound and appearance.

SYSTEM AUDIO 905 £250
Remarkable dynamics make this tiny
sub-miniature a great deal of fun,
despite the obvious lack of bass weight
and power. It's a tad pricey.

TECHNICS SB-M20

£200

Lacks bottom-end weight and overall |
evenness, but fine overall balarice with
open treble gives excellent natural per-
spectives and neutrality.
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maybe all the better for
Sensitivityishigh, theba
deep, and the whole thing
gustoandenthusiasm whicl
atanyprice. However, there

whichamountstoaslighte
nessand untidiness. Event 5
the price has gone up £200since
our review, what the heck, it
rocks (the house)! ‘

Left: Infinity Reforatite
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CORINTHIAN COMPONENT STAND

a product of Kudos Audio Ltd

MANUFACTURED TO  FULL  PROFESSIONAL
SPECIFICATION o COMPLETE ELECTRICAL
INTEGRATION, EACH SHELF POWER SOURCED e
FUSE RATED FILTERATION ON MAINS INLET e
SHUTTERED SOCKETS, ALL ELECTRICAL FITTINGS
TO BSI STANDARD ¢ NET WEIGHT 40 KILOS, HEAVY
GAUGE SINGLE COLUMN CONSTRUCTION e TOP
ADJUSTABLE SPIKED FLOOR CONTACT ¢ DURABLE
50 MICRON STOVE BAKED FINISH e RADIO
FREQUENCY SHIELDED POLYMER CONCRETE
ISOLATION PLATFORMS WITH EXCELLENT LINEAR
SELF DAMPING PROPERTIES TO CHANNEL
VIBRATION FROM COMPONENTS THROUGH TO
EARTH

The sound it creates with all this is fabulous. It’s clear and
beautifully detailed, so that you can separate every
instrument. Voices are more revealing, but at the same time
it sounds easy on the ear. A great stand.

What Hi-Fi? June 1995

KUDOS AUDIO LTD, BEECHES, MOUNT HARRY ROAD, SEVENOAKS, KENT TN13 3JL
Tel: 01732 461648 Fax: 01732 462949

Z B & S

Ears of Experience

Sale

Starts Thursday 28th December

Dozens of New & Ex-Demonstration

bargains.
Phone for details

LINN. QUAD. MERIDIAN. NAKAMICHI.
SME. AUDIO RESEARCH. KRELL. THETA.
CLASSE AUDIO. STAX. MARTIN LOGAN.
PIONEER. TANNOY. CYRUS. BOSE.
SONUS FABER. PINK. AURA. ARCAM.
EPOS. ACOUSTIC ENERGY. MONITOR
AUDIO. YAMAHA. KEF. SYSTEMDEK.
MARANTZ. APOGEE. REL. TRIANGLE.
MICROMEGA. MICHELL. AUDIOLAB.
MISSION. DENON. NEAT ACOUSTIC.

J =]listening

The Listening Rooms, 161 Old Brampton Road,
London SW5 0OLJ. Tel: 0171 244 7750/59
Fax 0171 370 0192




AIWA
AD-5950 £300

or£300,the AD-S950does
itall.Inaddition toDolbys

B, C and HX Pro, there’s

themoreadvancedDolbyS.The
transportisa fullclosed-loop,dual-

capstan design, and three heads

permitdirectoff-tapemonitoring.

Soundqualityhaswell balanced
low frequencies,and voicerepro~

duction that was occasionally

expressiveenough toraisehairs

ontheback oftheneck. Withthe
AD-5950,themoney seemstohave

gone into the important engi-

neeringcontent,andtheresultis
exceptional performance and
sound quality for the price.

JVC
TD-V662 £270

he heart of the £270 TD-
V662 is a dual-capstan
transportwiththreeheads
fordirectoff-tapemonitoring,and
elaborate meters and biasing to
extract the most from the medi-
um.It’snearly free from theslight-

ly ‘fuzzy’ quality which often

trouble the cassette medium.

Thisisnot themosttransparent-
sounding deck, and it does have
a perceptibly electroniccharac-
ter.Butitalsohasagrip, self-assur-
ance and positive projection

whichis mostun-cassette-like,and

which makeitexcellentvalueas
amusical toolata reasonableprice.

HI-FI CHOICE

CASSETTE D
BEST BUYS

DENON
DRS-640 £200

his drawer-loader is a
conventional two-head
Dolby B/Cdeck, respond-
ingto Denon remote commands.
Good quality meters cover a
60dB dynamic range, while fine
biasadjustmentisalsoprovided.

Thedesignseemslikeithasbeen

thought through by someone
whoknowsandunderstandsthe
tape medium. A smooth, tactile
and open quality extracts plenty
of ambience from appropriate
recordings, withsubtleimprove-
mentsasyoumoveupthetapegrade
ladder.Inall,afine-soundingand

attractively-priced all-rounder.

YAMAHA
KX-580 £250

this is— in other respects —
astraightforward two-head
deck.Itsportsasingle-buttonauto-
matic tape tuning arrangement
backed up by manual fine bias
adjustment, so you can correct
forthedeliberatelybrightbalance
whichtheautocircuitscontrive.
Listeningtestsconfirmedafine

I ncorporatingDolby Sat£250,

Dolby Simplementation. Lowfre-

quencies are undistinguished,
butthis Yamahasoundscleanand
transparent, imposing remark-~
ablylittle of itsownelectronicsig-
nature on the music. Ultimately

ahigh-valueall-round performance.

AIWA
AD-WD727 £170

hisdoubletransportcas-
settedeckhasauto-reverse,
DolbyBorCnoisereduc-
tion, plus HX Pro. Solenoid-
operated logiccontrolsareslick
to use, and the controls and dis-
plays are well thought through.
Inevitably, the price offitting
twotransportsisthatneitherwill
be as good as a single unit at the
same price. Happily, the sound
quality wasnotasstronglyaffect-
ed as expected, and was gener-
allycompetentandlikable,given
a slight lack in bass power and
weight. All of which adds up to

first rate value for money.

BEST OF THE REST

KENWOOD KX-50608 £250
Fine musical communication skills and
a friendly sound, but its bass is a little
detached and the sound could be
smoother and brighter.
PIONEERCT-S630S  £300
Poor metal tape alignment but good
underlying sound quality.

Replacement: CT-S640S (£300).

TECHNICS RS-BX501 ~ £200
Mechanically very good, especially for an
auto-reverser. The BX501 sounds very
stable but also a tad soft and smeary.

KENWOOD KX70608  £329
This three-motor, three-head deck is well
equipped with features, and gives a fine,
open if sometimes too bright balance.

ONKYO K-611 £42
A stripped-to-the-essentials midi-size
machine well matched to audiophile
separates, the K-611 delivers a good-
to-excellent all-round performance.

(g a T T T O
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DENON
DRM-540 £159

his recorder looksatrifle
old-fashionedtoday, bu
its well-chosen features
include an electronic/memory
counter,meterswithawide S0dB
range, and fine bias adjustment.
ThisDenonsoundedremark-
ably good fora deck inthis price
stratum, withexceptionallysta-
bleandwellfocusedstereosound-
staging, in addition to cleanand
articulate high frequencies. There’s
acharacteristic transient quick-
nesswhichismusicallytelling,and
itmakes fine sense of well record-
ed material. - |
Replacement: DRM-550(£160).

PIONEER CT-§8308 £500
Supplies much of the measured and
sonic capabilities of the flagsh
model at only half the price.

SONY TC-K4618
A well executed Dolby S implementation
at £180, the other aspects of its p
mance also pass muster at the p

TECHNICS RS-BX601 £250
A well-equipped three-head m:
with strong all-round cagabill
good detail, but some loss of subtle

Kenwood KX-7060S.
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C D U PG RAD E DO YOU USE AN OUTBOARD DAC?

Improve the sound of your CD player or transport If so, this could be the most cost-effective
with our highly renowned ‘Clock 2’ modification. upgrade you'll ever make...
Hear the potential that the CD medium really has to

offer.
High accuracy (5 ppm) low jitter performance. PY ° PY
Increased transparency and resolution.

Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure.
Can be fitted to most players or transports
regardless of price. The level of improvement is
just as great with expensive transports as it is £49.95 direct from SDAV.

with inexpensive players. (See review by Jimmy Hughes, Hi-Fi Choice,
Major sonic improvement over our original September '95)

clock modification.

Special price upgrade available to customers @® Improved focus

already fitted with clock 1.

This modification can be carried out by Trichord
Research Ltd, or by your local Trichord dealer for
only £141.00 inc VAT and return Carriage. Also
available in kit form with instructions for the Cleaner midrange and bass
technically competent at only £95.00 inc VAT.

UPDATE
We now have available an independent power Improved transient response
supply for ‘Clock 2'. Please contact us for further
information.

Digital Audio Real Time interconnect -

Improved inner detail

Sweeter, more extended treble

Greater transparency

And that's guaranteed! If you are not
satisfied with the results after 14 days home
TR 1C h (1) Rd R ESEARC h I_| MIT Ed trial, we'll give you your money back - simple.

Tel: (01684) 573524 or (01443) 816856
For those whHo Are Truly serious abour Their music

6 Woodlands Close, Malvern Wells, Worcs. WR11 1JD Ao 1A QL= (R0 1ol 81 Jom O (02

C R DEVELOPVMENTS LD

Tel: 01702 489685 Fax: 01702 601883




KUDOS
350 £99

our-spike supports might
F bethemostcommonstands,

but the tripod approach
adopted bythisKudosisself-lev-
elling, soyoucan’tgettheset-up:
wrong. Andthebasefootprintis
reasonably large, so stability is

assured. .
The stand combines the sub-

stance,slamandcontrol ofaprop-

erly balanced mass-loadeddesign,

with thedynamicsandenergyof
the light-but-rigid approach.
Essentially, theseelegantstands

made baby speakers sound very
grown-up.

PARTINGTON
TROPHY PF £100

ith PF as an abbrev:
ationfor Part-Filled

this is a lower-cost
version of Partington’s estab-

lished Trophy, which genera

useasilicon-and-iron-resindamp-
ing compound. This variant
restrictsthisdampingtothe top

and base plates.
Used withsandfilled legs,the

TPF sounded tight and cogent,
withsmoothlyintegrateddetail.
Thesolid, fastand well textured
bassendgave such goodcontrol

that the amp could be turned up

louder than with most stands.

HI-FI CHOICE

SPEAKER ST
BEST BUYS

‘ GALE
REFERENCE 600 £60

erysimilartotheAtacama

SE24: the most obvious

differences are that the
Gale costs £10 less, and is only

availablevia Richer Soundsout-
lets. Detail differencesincludea

slightly smaller resin-damped
top plate withnospike provision
(self-adhesiveconesor Blu-Tack
are the options). Sand-filling is
recommended and was already
carried outonthereviewsamples.

Carefulcomparisonbetween
the Reference 600s and SE24s

showed (asexpected)thatthetwo

designswereverysimilarsonically
too, with the Gale just a little
smoother and less vivid overall

— perhaps worthwhile with

some budget speakers. An obvi-

ousadditiontothe ever-growing

list of Best Buys.

ATACAMA
SE24 £70

xperiencehasshown tha
Ea pair of SE24s is a
fire way of extending th
low-end weight ofbudgetmini
tureloudspeakers, withoutintre
ducing the turgid bloom or tim
ing problemsw}uchcansomenm
spoil things.
Sturdy baseandtop plates:
weldedtoalarge-section steelpll
lar, which oughttobe part-
withsandtoprovidesomedam|
ing. Afoldededgehidesthefloor
spikes, while the top has spik
threads. The spikes themselves
however, are optional.
The SE24sstand outfromthe
budgetcrowdfortheircons
aswellastheiroverallquality;all
the moresoconsidering thecos
petitive price. Thesestandsdeserv
their third straight Best Bu;

I AT ITT 'Q

'c.l’llo Q

PARTINGTON
DISCOVERY £80

with a silicon-and-iron
compound. Purchasersshoi
the central column with
ing/mass loading material

These stands helped a
est pair of bookshelf spea
extractaremarkableamo
musicalinformation fromt
tem, with deep, rich guita
turesand believable present
High level control was pa
larly impressive.

RECOMMENDED
MODELS

MANA SOUNDFRAME!
.48 £125
Not strictly a speaker stand
a platform for further coupli
pling a stand-mount or floo
speaker. Seemingly expensi
quickly seem very cost-effecti
serious system.
SOUND ORGANISATION

Tall self-assembly stand with
central pillar and attractive |
finish — tonally even with got
ing and dynamics.
SOUND ORGANISATION

A heavyweight four-pillar self-
bly design provides a truly
port which confers good
and transparency.
TARGET R1

Pricey four-pillar heav!
welded throughout; enhan
control, bass extension and:
of sophisticated speakers.
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With Cinema DSP, you’ll be amazed at

what comes out of the woodwork.

v

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And footsteps crunch across your ~CINEMA DSP
petal S0 ATy

living room floor.
No, it’s not your imagination. You're hearing sounds placed around the room, just as the Effects Effeds,,

Rear/ Rear/ Only Yamaha
Cinema DSP
creates phantom
speakers. It sounds
so real, you'll swear
you hear sounds in
Msi/ places you don’t
even have speakers.

director intended.

All courtesy of Yamaha Cinema DSP. The home theatre technology that gives dialogue
more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail.

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience
you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll swear you hear iy
sounds in places that you don’t even have speakers.

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic.®

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and
sound effects with the action on the screen.

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other
comparatively priced products on the market.

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can'’t talk you into a system, but that

doesn’t mean we can'’t scare you into one.

Phantom Speakers

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166.

To: Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WD1 7]S. Tel: (01923) 233166
Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and A/V Range.

............................................................................................................................. AQAIESS ... e



M-RESON TCC100

interconnect, £36

ade by the kings of
solid-core, DNM-

Reson is made up of
aclearextruded LDPE sleeve, with
two colour-coded 0.2mm
gen-free copper conductor
DNM-Reson makes for a big
and fruity sound, with bagsofenthu-
siasm and good-humou r
occasion, it bubbles over and
soundsalittletoolargeandgaudy
with percussion and vocals. But
forthe most part, itsounds attrac-
tive, dynamic and bouncy.

- IXOS 104-CUSTOM
~ interconnect, £20

surprising, modestly
pricedcable, whichinour
testsoutperformedmore
expensive cables. It’s construc-
tionisordinary:standard,coax-
ial, high-purity copper cable
withmulti-strandedcentralco
Overall, the 104-Custo
open and detailed, without t
splashy treble of cheap inte
connects. It’s blessed with
clean bass which makes
superb upgrade. Too smoo
absoluteterms, buthugelydetailed
and excellent value for money.

VDH THE FIRST
digital, £100

rAJ vandenHulwa
firstcabledesignert
ateacable madeent

ly from hundreds of minu
strandsofelectrically conductive
carbon-fibre. It was only
that this cable should be k
as The First. - :

Used as ananaloguecable, it
demonstrated a freedom from
harshness that won it a sol
Recommendationin Hi-FiCh
However, as a digital intercon-
nect, it really came into its own.
The First sharpened digital res-
olution withitsnatural,ifsligh
ly dark, presentation. '

HI-FI CHOICE

able Talk’s no-nonsense

reputationisbasedaround

cables like Talk 3.It’sasim-
ple spaced-conductor design (as
popularised by the likes of Linn,
NaimandExposurecables)thanks
to its low resistance and capaci-
tance. Beneath the royal blue
sleeve sit two 42-strand conduc-
tors,witheachstrandmadeupof
0.3mm-thick SN-purity copper.

CABLES
BEST BUYS

CABLE TALK TALK 3 speaker cable,
' £2.25/M

s T TTT O
Yoooasemy )

BANDRIDGE
259 speaker cable,

£1/M

Ithough thisultr
cableissimilarto:
bell-wire, but
er and more profu
strands, it manages t
bell-wire sound very I
LC1259 produced fi
openvocals froma bubl
urally colourfulsoundstage.
fers aslightly messytreble
ing the smoothness
expensive cables, but
harsh or gritty sounding.

NM SOLID-CORE
SWIRE speaker, £15/M

NM'’s solid-core
bowribboncable
subjectively ant

tively betterthanthes
version. Each pieceuses
gleconnectorsseparated
LDPEsleeve. Thebi
ply lowers resistance
affecting capacitance,

It’s the bestsub-£1,0C
ercablewe’vecomeacro
possessinggood extensi

and solidity. Though
spartan in low bass, it’
coherent and spaci

Talk 3’sbiggeststrength
abilityasafineall-ro
ingasmoothyetcol
that’s ‘easy on the ea
from lazy’. It may
thewidestsoundstag
Talk 3 isalways ex
boppy, though ni
soundisnotimmedi
sive, but sonically thi
real staying power.

S SUPERSTRAND
3 speaker, £2/M

his is another

:COMMENDED (S=speaker; Ii 1; D=digital) out-performed
ingmuchmore. The Sup
S ABSOLUTE WIRE FORCE 4 £6/M 1 LFD SPIROLINKI 603ismadeupofaflexi
1AUDIO NOTE AN-S ~ £99 1LFDSPIROLINKII conductorcable,and
S AUDIO NOTE AN-B £16.50/M D LFD DIGILINK COPPER bunchesof48strands
S AUDIO NOTE AN-L _ £29.50/M 1LINN ANALOGUE IN' freecopperside,wra
IAUDIOQUESTEMERALD  £219 [ MONSTER CABLE PVCjacket. ,
D AUDIOQUEST VIDEO X £40 1 MONSTER CABLE INTERLINE A touch of sw
D CHORD PRO-DAC £49 D SONIC LINK LIGHT rounded-off fine di
1 DPA WHITE SLINK "~ £75 D SONIC LINK GREEN DI outofthetopleague,b
IDPABIACKSLINK  £220 1TARALABESPRISM11 expansive sound nev
I GOLDMUND LINEAL £450 1TARA LABS PRISM 22 onto the cable’s ne
I .xﬁ&i;iiy{r;; ) . m 1 VDH THE SECOND coherentand well-foc:
D IX0S 105-DIGITAL £25 1XLOTYPEO.L a sound that brims

ambient detail.
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e are giving away every hi-fi com-
ponent” that has been awarded a
Best Buy this year:! 38 hi-fi
classics must be won in this easy-
to-enter competition.

Yes indeed - you could win anything from a 99p

OVER £9,000
OF HI-F1

WIN EVERYTHING!

superb Cyrus Illl amplifier, the acclaimed Sony CDP-561E
CD player, a pair of Atacama’s noted SE24 stands and the
legendary Yamaha KX-580 cassette deck.

There are eight product categories to choose from, and
prizes will be awarded in descending price order, so the
first lucky winner out of the ‘amplifier’ hat will receive the

Maxell UR cassette tape to JBL’s mighty L90 speakers
worth £1,500, or the £1,600 ECA Vista/Lectern pre/power
amp combination. Other highlights include Mission’s

most expensive amp in the list, the ECA Vista/Lectern
combo; the next drawn will receive the £500 Mission
Cyrus lll and so on. Go ahead - try your luck!

COMPETITION RULES

M The Closing Date for this competition
is January 12, 1996.

B Winners of the Best Buy Bonanza
competition will be judged from all cor-
rect entries submitted by telephone and
post, and drawn at random on the
Closing Date. Prizes will be awarded in
order of decreasing value within each
competition category described above:
i.e., the first entry out of the hat wins
the most expensive prize.

B All winners will be notified by post.
M The Editor’s decision is final and no
correspondence will be entered into.

M The Best Buy Bonanza competition
is not open to employees of Dennis
Publishing Ltd., the companies whose
‘Best Buy’ products are listed above,
their suppliers, agents or associates.

B We regret that this competition is
open to UK residents only.

M No cash alternative will be offered.
B Entering the competitions will be
taken as acceptance of the rules.

M You must notify us if you do not wish
to be informed of any special offers or
promotions. On postal entries, please
indicate clearly on your entry if you do
not wish to receive details of further
special offers or new products.

M On telephone entries, you will be
asked to state whether you are over 18
years of age. Postal entries with no age
certification will not be accepted.

M For a list of winners of the Best Buy
Bonanza competition, write enclosing a
stamped, addressed envelope, to: Hi-Fi
Choice Winners, Dept 150/1, 19
Bolsover Street, LONDON W1P 7HJ.

* In the case of Best Buy products that
have been discontinued, a replacement
model will be substituted as a prize.t
Including cable reviews from 1994.

HOW TO ENTER

Because there is so much amazing hi-fi gear
up for grabs, we've split the competition into
eight different categories. You can go for as
many categories as you like, and the quickest
and easiest way to enter is to '‘phone one of our
special competition lines listed below. Give
your name and address, then answer the oh-
so-simple question:

HOW MANY ISSUES OF HI-FI
CHOICE HAVE THERE BEEN?

a)100  b) 150 c) 200

TO ENTER, PHONE
THESE NUMBERS NOW!

CD PLAYERS 0891 866931
AMPLIFIERS 0891 866932
SPEAKERS 0891 866933
CASSETTE DECKS 0891 866934
SPEAKER STANDS 0891 866935
SPEAKER CABLES 0891 866936

INTERCONNECT CABLES 0891 866937
BLANK TAPES 0891 866938
Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p
per minute at all other times. Each call should
take no longer than two minutes.

HOW TO ENTER BY POST

Write the answer to our question on the
back of a postcard or sealed-down envelope,
together with your name, address, daytime
telephone number and your choice of
category. Address this entry to:

Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy Competition
Bradley Pavilions

Bradley Stoke North

Bristol

BS12 0BQ

All postal entries must arrive by first post,
Friday January 12th, 1996. To select your
category, please use one the following
codes in the top left corner of your entry.
If you wish to enter more than one catego-
ry, simply send another postcard. You
must state on your entry whether you are
over 18.

CD PLAYERS CHFC601B
AMPLIFIERS CHFC601C
SPEAKERS CHFC601D
CASSETTE DECKS CHFC601E
SPEAKER STANDS CHFC601F
SPEAKER CABLES CHFC601G
INTERCONNECT CABLES CHFC601H
BLANK TAPES CHFC601J
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WIN EVERYTHING!

PRIZES IN

AMPLIFIERS

LOUDSPEAKERS
CD PLAYERS

CABLES

SPEAKER
STANDS

CASSETTE DECKS

HI-FI CHOICE

 COMPETITION |

THOSE FABULOUS

FULL

ECA Vista/Lectern £1,640
Mission Cyrus III £500
Audio Innovations Alto £329
Magnum IA170 £270
Harman/Kardon HK610 £200
NAD 310 £150
Onkyo DX-750 £350
Sony CDP-915E £300
Kenwood DP-3060 £200
Pioneer PD-§504 £200
Sony CDP-561E £200
CASS D §
Aiwa AD-§950 £300
Aiwa AD-WD727 £170
Denon DRS-640 £200
Denon DRM-550 £160
JVC TD-V662 £270
Yamaha KX-580 £250
JBL L90 £1,500
Keswick Audio Aria II £300
Mission 733 £300
Musical Technology Kestrel £250
JPW P1 £170
Tannoy 631 £150
KEF Coda 7 £130
SPEA R STANDS
Partington Trophy PF £100
Kudos S50 £99
Partington Discovery £80
Atacama SE24 £70
Gale Reference 600 £60
Ten Maxell XLII £19.90
Teb That's MG-X £14.90
Ten Maxell UR £9.90
N RCONN CABLE
1m pair DNM-Reson TCC100 £36
1m pair Ixos 104-Custom £20
5m pair DNM Solidcore B/wr £150
5m pair Cable Talk 3 £23

5m pair Ixos Superstrand 603 £20
5m pair Bandridge LC1259 £10

Note: Where a product has been superseded, we will

substitute the manufacturer's designated replacement.
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N Mail Order

Just look at the quality of those widgets,
missus! Here are some nifty additions to
our catalogue of gorgeous goodies

Total CD Care Kit from Alsop

@ CD Lens cleaner (£9.99)
Cleans the laser lens and is as
safe as playing ordinary CDs -
though not as musical. 5920

© CD Micro fibre cloth (£2.99)
ensures that even very small dust
and dirt particles can be safely
removed 5919

© CD Restoration Kit (£12.99)
contains cleaning fluid, sanding
paper, special CD polish and cloth
5915

@ CD Radial cleaner and fluid
(£11.99) an automatic radial
cleaning action to help stop CDs
skipping or jumping 5911

Individually, this lot would set
you back £37.96.

Hi Fi Choice have knocked it
down to a round £30.

Order ref for the kit JE39A
Items available individually. Order
references by product description.

20% SAVING WHEN YOU BUY T“I;',TOTAL CARE KIT
N\
ey

NEW! |

B

’p,(f;(fiﬂl
Offers
e ) A &! X

Carbon Fibre
Isolators

These two piece equipment feet are
made by Stands Unique and can be
placed underneath any source compo-
nent, amplifier or loudspeaker. They are
made up of a conical brass base and a
cross shaped carbon fibre isolator
which interfaces with the underside of
the supported component . They are
designed to be used with any type of
equipment support but come into their
own with glass shelves. Sold in packs of
three they will support equipment that
weighs up to 20kg. Sonically they
provide a substantial boost to stereo
imagery and fine detail. Musically they
rock. JE37A £10.99

Only £20.99
Anti-surge 4-Way Plug

A mains spike or surge can spell disaster for any hi-fi system. A surge protected plug
will overcome most of the mains-borne surges caused by light switches, freezers and
so on, thereby saving damaged speakers and amplifiers.

As today’s hi-fi system can often include many different sources, the hi-fi is often
awash with plugs and sockets. If each plug was surge-protected separately, the cost
would be dramatic. Fortunately, the Stands Unique plug is designed to take up to four
separate mains leads, with the added safety of avoiding multiple plugs hanging off a
wall socket. In addition, this is doubly useful for star-earthed components, such as
Naim and Exposure, that benefit from being earthed to the same point.

JE38A £20.99

Hi-Fi Choice has travelled the globe in
search of system-enhancing extras to give
your music that little bit extra...

ORGANISERS

* Profile Audio N
Products
If it seems that CDs
are taking over all
your space, this

could well be the
answer. The prosleeve
replaces jewel boxes and lets

you store four times as many CDs in the
same amount of space. The pocket has
a soft inner lining and a thumb cut for
easy disc removal. The other pocket
holds the CD liner notes and a tab
pocket holds the CD spine label.
Available in packs of 15, they cost just
£5.99 PFR15

» The CD Traveller will hold your
portable CD player and 20 CDs.
Includes 20 prosleeves to store 20 CDs
in the same space as 5 jewel boxes.
£16.99 PDM20

« CD Organiser
Hot from the States comes this
compact, portable CD storage system,
ingeniously designed so that 40 of your
compact discs are spaced apart. CD’s
can be stored by their titles and number
on a title sheet then to access a
specific CD, simply line up the sliding
indicator with the desired title number
and open the
top. The CD
you have
selected is
automatically
presented to
you. A
convenient
carrying
handle
locks it
together for
safe
transportation.
£25.99 DPO3A

Pest Seller

ACCESSORIES

* Banana plugs - 24 Karat Gold 4mm
banana plugs ensure vibration-free
service and maximum metal-to-metal
contact under sustained pressure!
£8.95 JE24A

« Hi Fi Flip Tray - interlocking CD rack.
Order 4 and get one free. £1.25 JE36A

* CD Jewel Case (three pack) - replace
broken CD jewel cases and also ensure
that your discs are properly protected.
£3.95 P21045



& Back Issues

Many back issues of Hi-Fi Choice are still
available. They cost £4.00 each in the UK
and £6.95 for overseas orders. This price
includes postage and packing.

Oct 1994 - Issue 135
Presenting the
European Imaging &
Sound Awards94/95.
Europe’s best hifi
equipment. Eight new
loudspeakers; Pro-
Logic AV amplifiers.
(Order ref AE35B)

Nov 1994 - Issue 136
Budget cassette
decks and turntables
' reviewed. PLUS EAR

¥ volume no. two FREE
— a supplement that’s
essential reading for
audiophiles.

(Order ref AE36B)

\Q Dec 1994 - Issue 137

CD player reviews, a
look at valve amps &
¥ Pro-Logic processors
N for surround sound

U
OLD effect. Free supple-
RES ment of Hi-Fi Choice
L= | ) 7 cover photography.
(Order ref AE37B)

4 Jan 1995 - Issue 138
Amplifiers—eight
£300-£400 amps. Big
Speakers for less
than £1,000, Free
Simply Systems
Beginners Guide with
this issue.

(Order ref AE38B)

Feb 1995 - Issue 139
CD players-ten tested,
speakers, best home
recording medium,
Quad 77 amp, Arcam
Alpha 5 plus CD
player. FREE ultimate
blank tape guide.

32 PAGE BUVER'S GUIDE

BT I o e

Mar 1995 - Issue 140
Meridian Digital
Theatre, Amplifiers

- and Cassette Decks
¥ on test, House Pod

B speaker, FREE pocket
guide for mobile
audiophiles.

(Order ref AE40OB)

32 PAGE BUY]
FouR beriry

April 1995 - Issue 141
(Order ref AE41B)

peF1CHIL

DEFINITIVE

May 1995 - Issue 142
(Order ref AE42B)

June 1995 - Issue 143
Performance
speakers £1,000 -
£2,000: 12 tested,
High Definition CD in
practice, comput-
erised test proce-
dures.

(Order ref AE43B)

July 1995 - Issue 144
Lab test on CD
Transports/DACS,
top-end Turntables,
Pear Audio System,
Sennheiser Interview.
The recent Spectrum
report discussed.
(Order ref AE44B)

Aug 1995 - Issue 145
Pre/Power Amps for
under £2000, Cables
unravelled, Trichord
Investigation—Clock 2
upgrade, Naim
Upgrades including
the Super Cap.

(Order ref AE45B)

Sept 1995 - Issue 146
Subwoofer secrets,
over 15 loudspeaker
supports pro-audio
debated on. Sony’s
WM-D6C Professional
walkman and the
LS3/5a.

(Order ref AE46B)

Oct 1995 - Issue 147
The 1995 Ultimate Hi
Fi Awards. The EISA
winners and reviews
of the successful Hi-Fi
products plus a dozen
budget CD players go
through their paces.
(Order ref AE47B)

Nov 1995 - Issue 148
An exclusive test on
Pioneer’s all-new
£1,300 domestic
CD-R machine plus
reviews on loudspeak-
ers and four integrat-
ed valve amps.

(Order ref AE48B)

We are not permitted to supply photocopies of specific articles on request.

Hi-Fi Choice
Binder

Keep your copies of Hi-Fi Choice
protected in our binders.
LEO1A £5.95

Pest Seller

How to order
To order any items from the Hi-Fi Choice Mail Order and back issues pages, use
the Dennis Direct Order Line — 01789 490 215 or enter your details on the coupon
and send it with the correct payment to:

Dennis Direct, PO BOX 2505, Alcester, B50 4JU

Prices shown include VAT and fulfilment in the UK. Be aware that all items on

offer are subject to availability and a maximum of 28 days should be allowed

for delivery.

Overseas orders

Orders other than back issues should add £3.50 (Europe) or £6.00 (Rest of the
World) to the order total to cover the additional postage. Please note that we can
only accept Visa/Mastercard, American Express, EuroCard, JCB, Eurocheques in
£s sterling or sterling cheques drawn on a London bank.

FAX your order to us on 01789 490 878
or... CALL us direct on 01789 490 215

If you don’t want to cut up your magazine, or need more
space, you may send details on a separate sheet.

' Order form

Please enter codes clearly to prevent any delay with processing your order.

Order ref: Description Qty. Price

Total number of items ordered

For Europe add £3.50

For Rest of the World add £6.00
Total of Order £

[ I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Dennis Direct for £
or...

Please charge my [[] MasterCard [] Visa [[] Amex [] Delta [] Switch £

| Expiry Date |__I__Il__I__|

Card number |_|__|__ | N__1_1_ | H_1_1_|_Hn_1I_1_I

Signed

NB. If using Switch, please enter your card issue number |__|

Mr/Mrs/Ms Surname Initials

Address

Postcode

Daytime telephone number

[] Please send me a VAT receipt 05/96/01

[ This information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick here i you would prefer not to receive details of special offers.

Send completed form to: Dennis Direct, PO BOX 2505, Alcester, BS0 4JU
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Great Valye Soynd & Vision

AMONGST OUND-

high density filler material for hi-fi speaker stands

10-6
Easy parking
19 Old High St.,

OXFORD
$at 9.30-6
# Thurs eve open
at rear
Headington, OX3 9HS
Tel: (01865) 65961

Tues-Fri
- fate until 8
Jon & Ashley

MAIN BRANDS
STOCKED:

AUDIOQUEST
ARCAM

AUDIO TECHNICA
ATACAMA
AUDIOLAB

LTENHAM

CAR
PARK

Tues-Fri
9.30-6
Sat

! e 1THIS MONTH’S Baw
o i IRRTTN Easy parking Transform your speaker CELESTION
25 %
e SPECIAL OFFERS... e S s st
/ 10N dStreet b
/ ’ CYRUS
Cheltenham, : i i
Glos GL52 2RQ Basingstoke 5?223.':1"’.?%2&?.»'}3"" oty
Tel: 242) 583960 Item Type Price New/Sale £ ‘ DUAL
i CELESTION One Speakers  New 119 99 £29.95 to fill most Epos
o4 LINN Aktiv Kaber Boards Ex-dem 749 549 stands.
Aktiv Kaber ~ Speakers  Ex-dem 998 798 R ded b GOLDRING
ENFIELD MERIDIAN 506 CDplayer  Ex-dem 875 799 se"“:!“s't“yf" ‘; V‘ KEF
B ——  — PANASONIC NVHD100 ~ Nicam Video Ex-dem 500 439 oundstyle, Target,
¢ ;“;; % PROJEKT ~ 5shelf oak  Eqpt rack Display 240 175 Sound Organisation, i
"Tk: q ROTEL  RCD965 COplayer Shand 299 199 Atacama and Apollo, LINN
H RCD945 CDplayer S/hand 229 175 oo ; MARANTZ
£ g SONY  KVX2952 29 Nicam TV Ex-dem 829 699 """]"9 Fu Shnds will AR
o WL iu cnuucnsr Car Park SOUNDSTYLE X053 Eqpt.rack Display 199 149 enhance bass f_espﬂl'ls&

- at rear vocal reproduction MICHELL
159a Chase Side, Enfield, Cheltenham and imagery. MERIDIAN
Middx EN2 OPW AURA CD50 CD player ~ Ex-dem 400 319 MICROMEGA
Tel: 0181-367 3132 FSTI e LG A - EXCLUSIVELY FROM AUDIO T
David, Maggie & Jason EPOS ESt1/stands  Speakers Shand 540 299 in Oxfordshire, Hampshire, Wiltshire, MONITOR AUDIO

LINN Klout Amplifier ~ Ex-dem 1995 1495 i
GANTS HILL MICROMEGA Junior CD player ~ Ex-dem 299 199 Gloucestershire and North London W
o QUAD 67 CD player  Ex-dem 825 745 NAh
o‘v@“ Tues/Thur/Fri 66 Pre-amp  Ex-dem 863 790 I NAIM
% S g Alpha 5 Amplifier ~ New 229 199
Ny e” wﬁzﬁﬂ' RUARK g&ordsman gur:;l[(ers E:gzm ggg 188 ARCAM Alpha 6 Amplifier New 29 299 HARAMICD
R N o A p OFFERS Apha5  Tuner  New 219 199 ORTOFON
AR xfor Delta290  Amplifier ~ New 479 429
%) Easy Parking ot e PANASONIC
near CANON S50 AV Spkrs  Ex-dem 349 149 Sbaahleng N ahhes PIONEER
AR Cosbch R KODAC  PCDB65 Photo CD  S/hand 75
2-444 Cranbrook Rd., MONITOR AUDIO MA202  Speakers  New 450 349 \Y/ [{qmpstead PROAC
Gants Hill, Iiford, NAKAMICHI CR1 Cass. Deck  S/hand 200 - Flamg < PROJECT
Essex 1G2 6LL PANASONIC NVHD100  Nicam video Last One 500 449 ~ ARCAM g'qthaz"lusw go payer E/hf}"d o b QED
Tel: 0181-518 0915 PIONEER  PDS801 CD player  S/hand 150 elta peakers  Ex-dem
Mark & Burak TANNOY 636 Speakers  Ex-dem 440 375 Delta 70.2 CD Plva.yer Sthand 700 350 ROTEL
YAMAHA  NSAC85 Centre spkr New 9 79 ggngu \[;‘(\:%01700 ég‘g‘llgeé gfngﬁ? %g ggg RUARK
) yer
SWINDON Enfield MISSION ~ 770/HJ10  Spks/stands Shand 570 350 SENNHEISER
! Tues-Sat ARCAM  Alpha CD CDPlayer S/hand 350 199 ~ QUAD - 77 Amplifier  S/hand 595 530 SOUND STYLE
E e (J - AUDIOLAB  8000C Pre-amp  Ex-dem 520 469
A 9.30-6 CELESTION 5.2 Speakers  Ex-dem 190 160 p
g8 3 KEF 1012 Speakers  Exdem 550 375  AUDIOPLANContrast  Speakers  Shand 2750 1250 i
E o BRIDGE ST Easy parking o TANNOY
;mg I oo LINN Keilidh Speakers  Ex-dem 775 650
LR S 8 MARANTZ  CD53SE CD player Ex-dem 350 295 TARGET
= MERIDIAN 508 CD pl Ex-dem 1475 1250
I LR Stage 1 CD Player, Updated software, B Grade e
MICROMEGA CD3.1 CD Trans.  Ex-dem 1500 1250 ! TECHNICS
| 60 Fleet Street, Swindon, MISSION 763 Speakers  S/hand 400 200 Normal price £549 Now £449
Wilts SN1 1RA SONY TAF442 Amplifier ~ S/hand 250 159 Available at all branches THORENS
Tel: (01793) 538222 VAN DEN HUL
Andy, Wayne & David Gants Hill YAMAHA
CELESTION One Speakers  New 120 99
lce LINN Intek Amplifier ~ S/hand 450 289
| A MERIDIAN 208 CD/pre-amp S/hand 1500 695 Not all products
" A MICROMEGA Leader  CDplayer Bgrade 800 399 i waih i
e romlse Leader 2 CDplayer Bgrade 800 449 St
Easy parking y e SR A MUSICAL FIDELITY Synthesis Amplifier S/hand 389 89
d near * We know you won't find better service. ROTEL  RCD965discrete CD Player Ex-dem 350 299 s0 please check
® We know you won't find a better sound. . with your local
—_New on ® But if you find a better price, let us Swindon G
4 Feathers Lane, know and we'll be more than happy ARCAM Rle“haazsm E\E] lei?iyeerr g)/(ngﬁg‘ ;gg ggg waveting
Basingstoke, to match it. Plus you will still get our Deﬁta 703 0 [[])Iayer Shand 699 449
| Hants RG21 7AS 3 YEAR Guarantee*. EPOS ES11 Speakers  Ex-dem 490 375 .
Tel: (01256) 24311 * 2 Year on TV/Video/Mini Systems * | Year on Portables LINN Kiout Poweramp Ex-dem 1995 1650 We ars auntharineg
| Simon & Alan LK1/Dirak/LK100 Pre/power Ex-dem 2038 799 dealers for
Please check availability before travelling. NAIM CDi CD Player  Ex-dem 1997 1697 all products
We can transfer products to a branch near you. YAMAHA  DSPE200 AN process Ex-dem 370 225

W. HAMPSTEAD

WEST END UARE
| Thurs eve

Y]

* Demonstration rooms at all branches % Part Exchange

INVT ON3 1SIM |

| open late
TMNGTON ROAD
until 8

this shop is.

* 7 Day Exchange of goods and 30 day Free Upgrades ititess.
% 3 year guarantee on all hi-fi separates (transferable to any BADA member)

% We are founder members of BADA and your deposits are fully BADA Bonded

* We offer Interest Free Credit (0% APR) on selected items

|

E]

% Mail Order and Export service

West Hampstead,
| London NW6 1SQ
‘ Tel: 0171-794 7848

Home Cinema
products available
at all branches

' 190 West End Lane,

Graham, Felix & John

All shops are closed on Mondays E&OE




i1 GHOICE

ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi Choice review or needed some
sound independent advice to make up that ‘Best Buy’ system?
Factsback is a new service designed to help you through the ever-
increasing list of available products. Now, all our reprints over the last
12 months are instantly available to you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24
hours a day. You get the review you need, just when you need it.

How much will it cost?
The cost of our easy-to-use service H I
is 39p per minute off-peak and Nuw avallahle on FaCtsf
49p per minute at all other times.
The pages you will receive have
been designed to keep user costs
to a minimum. The Factsback Every feature, Help page, Write On page, Editor’s Chair, Sessions,
system was put together by Statements and column printed since April 1994.
Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600

@ Every Hi-Fi Choice test review from April 1994 to the present.
Complete with prices, Best Buys and Recommendations.

‘é‘ Quick or in-depth system index. Includes the length of each article.

How Hi-Fi Choice | =74 38 works

@ Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax machine.
The handset must be switched to ‘tone’.

@ Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents
or specific documents by a known document number from the
keypad of your fax machine.

@) Factsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax machine
complete with coversheet.

TRY IT NOW! CALL

0891
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BIRMINGHAM

THE AUDIO SPEC/IALIISTS

IDEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT
OPENING TIMES:

TUES-SAT 10.30-6.00

Late Night Friday 8pm

363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston
Birmingham B17 8DL
Tel: 0121 429 2811
FAX: 0121 434 3298

Latest additions to our extensive range of products include Audio g 1akE..

B.404)

Gz Research, Theta, Dynaudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best = e® 5]

ﬂ HiFi store also offers the latest from B&W, Orelle, DPA, Musical INTEREST FREE
Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF. CREDIT AVAILABLE

93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull
B92 8JL (near the ice rink)
Tel: 0121 742 0254
FAX: 0121 742 3471

156-157 Lower High Street,
Stourbridge DY8
Tel: 01384 444184
FAX: 01384 444968

EX-DEMONSTRATION SALE - CALL EDGBASTON BRANCH FOR DETAILS

AVON

36 Druid Hill

V IAU D I O Stoke Bishop

Tel: 0117 9686005 Bristol BS9 1EJ

AIC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Alon, Audiomeca, AMC,
Cadence Valve, Chord AMPS, Electronic Companiet,
Harmon Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, Lyra, Orfofon,

Perception, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL, Sansui, SME

(inc. 20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Sugden,
Sumiko, Townsend, Triangle, Wadia

U2 i

P

Demos by appointment only. Home ftrial facilities.
Free installations. Servicing facilities. —
B We are not a shop. —

BERKSHIRE

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

O

: FOR BETTER HI-FI IN THE THAMES VALLEY

Agents for:

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W,
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI,
PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY

FREE DELIVERY « DEM ROOMS AT*

37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH (01753) 538287
252/254 High Street, Slough SL1 1BN (01753) 538288
117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN  (01494) 528605"
9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296) 25119°
11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (01628) 483555
83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (01628) 778611
20 Chequer Street, St. Albans, Herts AL1 3YD (01727) 834046"
11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1LS ~ (01344) 869898

|

01-494 531682

THE PREMIER HI-FI DEALER IN BUCKS

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

University Audio

HI-FI SPECIALISTS

MAIN AGENTS FOR:
AT.C. « AVI « QUAD * DENON « MISSION
* ROTEL * MARANTZ « YAMAHA
MERIDIAN « DENSEN ¢ LINN

3 DEMO ROOMS
TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 =

Z]

FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 MiEEtE

BIRMINGHAM

ESSEX

Norman H. Field #¢-7Z¢

Consultants for Home High Fidelity

HBB&W MW Thorens :

B Denon M Tannoy NAD
M Castle W Yamaha

H Dual Bl Kenwood

B Mordaunt-Short

M Technics

Two-year guarantee
Private Listening Rooms

ﬂgChew & (jsborne

Akai * Alphason * Arcam* » B&W * Bang & Olufsen * Bose * Celestion *
Dual * Harman Kardon * Kenwood * Quad* * Marantz « Mordaunt-Short ¢
NAD « Nakamichi* + Pioneer *Ruark  Sony * Wharfedale * Yamaha ¢
* Epping and Saffron Walden only

148 HIGH STREET « EPPING * TEL: (01992) 574242
26 KING STREET + SAFFRON WALDEN ¢ ESSEX « TEL: (01799) 523728
70 SOUTHSTREET BISHOP'SSTORTFORD * HERTS * TEL: (01279) 636401

ESSEX

GRAYSTON NN e¥%s)

2F MERIDIAN
sound&-vision PN
Comfortable demo rooms NAKAMICHI
Free delivery/installation PHILIPS NAD
Home trials DENON
Musical evenings SENNHEISER
6 months interest-free credit PIONEER

33 SirIsaac's Walk . Colchester . Tel 01206 577682

HERTFORDSHIRE

The Audio File

Speclalists In
FOR THE BEST IN BRITISH HI-FI
& HOME CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT

VISIT OR CALL TO ARRANGE A
DEMONSTRATION WITH PRODUCTS FROM:

excellence

¢AUDIO LAB *MICROMEGA  *¢KEF
*ARCAM *SONY
*MISSION *YAMAHA
*LINN *REL
*NAIM *QUAD
*REGA *RUARK
*CYRUS <¢ABSOLUTE SOUNDS ¢DENON

27 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts
Tel: (01279) 506576 - Fax: (01279) 506638
41 Victoria Road, Cambridge
Tel: (01223) 68305 - Fax: (01223) 345975

I Aiwa. Arcam, Aura. Bose, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega, .
Denon, Jamo, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission,
NAD, Philips. Pioneer. Rogers, Rotel. Sennheiser,

Tannoy, Target, Technics, Thorens, Wharfedale.

0% CREDIT AVAILABLE ¢ FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
12 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDISC

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
WATFORD (01923) 226 169
| 15 CHARTER PLACE, HIGH STREET, WATFORD

HURST STREET
BIRMINGHAM B5 4BJ
Telephone: 0121-622 2323

HI Fl CHOICE

your No. 1 guide to buying Hi Fi
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HUMBERSIDE

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL

Lend us your ears and
we'll blow your mind . ..

Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Denon,
Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,
Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD,
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel,
Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia
and more.

Audition the very best at South Humberside's
premier Hi-Fi dealer. ..

ANDERS

I-FI LTD.

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.)
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391

IRELAND

Better Hi-Fi

The Essence of music ****

16 Cook Street

Accepted

o> Sales O151 22F SOOF
Liverpool L2 GRF 89’ Fax 0151 236 1403

Low Rate & S Nay i Kef BLO Kobld BEW
(L EREREAY N \avantz Micgion Micvome
INIOETGY Tcoc Rega Rotel Cactle Chod TDL
Denon Epo@ (/qrué Som] Nakamichi etc

Call now and speak to the switched on hi-fi feam

7

email i~fi.dlemon.co. vk
Conp&m/o 100060.551

If you live in
the following
areas :-)

Liverpool, Wirral,

Linn

Cheshire, Lancashire
or North Wales.

Then you really must
call now.We can help

LANCASHIRE

ﬂ/:ﬁ/_gpgd//l(/ff

MONITOR B TECHNICS B SONY B PIONEER
 PANASONIC Il KENWOOD W DUAL

We Never Compromise On Quality
o Clasgg p

 CLONEY ™

oA
-]
~

) N\e" dla,'

O

1y

! S

e 10
N @y

55 Main St Blackrock Dublin
Tel (00 3531) 2889449/2888477
Fax (00 3531) 2834887
Open Tue/Sat 10am-6pm. Thur/Fri 'till 9pm

Closed Monday

KENT

l AIWA B CASTLE B QUAD MB&W B MARANTZ

M SPENDOR M THORENS W ARCAM B ROTEL

B WHARFEDALE B DENON l YAMAHA B TANNOY
M PHILIPS CD B CELESTION B ROGERS

@ MORDAUNT SHORT B MONITOR AUDIO B JPW
B TDL B AND MANY MORE

¢ BIG DISCOUNT o TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI @

o FREE HOME INSTALLATION @ EXCELLENT COMPARATOR
DEMONSTRATIONS @ PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM @

CHORLEY (01257) 271935

_ Wirral Hifi ___

DPA, Gamma, Magnum, Moth, Orelle, Rose, Teac,
Sonolith, Tube Technology, XLO, SDA
Audio Synthesis, Audio Alchemy, Base, Castle.

For : Friendly advice and excellent service
Free local delivery and installation
Demonstration facilities by appointment

17 Shore Bank, Wirral, L62 1DB

Tel : 0151 645 4621

LONDON

—— 54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY s—

LEICESTERSHIRE

AT

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 & 0181 567 8703
ACOUSTIC ENERGY, AMC, APOLLO, AUDIOLAB, AURA, B&O, B&W, CANON, CASTLE,
CHORD, DENON, DUAL, EVOLUTION, JPW, KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, MISSION,
MONITOR AUDIO, MUSICAL FIDELITY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, QUAD, REL, ROGERS,

ROTEL, ROYD, SOUND STYLE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery & installation.
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday

BEST BUYS
ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE

TOP MAKES OF T.V. - VIDEO - HI-FI
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES
MAIL ORDER - CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
Unit C3, The Industrial Centre, St Peter St.,
Maidstone, Kent. MEI 6 OST.

01622 - 695769

JVC AKAI
‘Technics
) PIONEER
B&W jamo

AMREARTEANAE Z
PRO + LOGIC
plus many more . . .

SALES & SERVICE

MAX MUSIC!

QUALITY AUDIO SYSTEMS
ae -
[V o 11
| | P 9 1|
[ 0 Bl 8 DA 1|
L O IS 1]

An alternative solution for the serious music lover

Systems by ATC AV‘

Eve/Home Dem & Pt ex facilities
Leicester 01858 545416 (Evening calls welcome)

KIMBERLEY HI FI

A Sound Investment

SEPARATE DEMONSTRATION ROOM
BRANDS STOCKED: DENON TECHNICSKENWOOD AIWA NAD DUAL
WHARFEDALE MISSION MARANTZ SPKS TANNOY CASTLE MONITOR

AUDIO HECO JAMO CERWIN VEGA CELESTION ROTEL  ~grprmre—r

SOUTH LONDON'S AND NORTH KENT ONLY i
LARGE RANGE OF ICE INC PIONEER, hd
PANASONIC & JVC, KENWOOD, ETC

193 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT
Telephone: 0181 304 3272

SOUND ADVICE

THE MIDLANDS LEADING
BRITISH EQUIPMENT
SPECIALISTS,

FOR OVER A DECADE

NAIM ¢ LINN « MICROMEGA « MISSION
CYRUS * ROYD AUDIO * REVOX
* SENNHEISER * ROTEL * YAMAHA
* NAKAMICHI « EPOS * CREEK * REGA * JPW
* ARCAM * MERIDION » MORDAUNT-SHORT

EXCLUSIVE REGA AGENT:
LEICESTERSHIRE & NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

TEL LOUGHBOROUGH : 01509 218254

To find out more about advertising
in the finest HiFi magazine in
the world, call Amy Cosslett on
(0171) 917 3935

Auditorit

ARCAM ¢ BANG & OLUFSEN * CYRUS » DENON
KEF ¢ MICROMECGA * MISSION * NAI AUDIO
NEAT ACOLISTIIS ® PIONEER ® REL ¢ SHAMINIAN

119 Middlesex Street, London, el Tjf.
0171 247 5000

THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO/VISUAL
HIFI RETAILER

SERVING LONDON
FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES
& LEMONS

0171-924 2040

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11

NORFOLK

The Old School
School Road
Bracon Ash

Norfolk
Tel: (01508) 570829

Baswally Sound of Norfolk
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab,

Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Naim,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL, and others.
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WEST MIDLANDS

+ 3 HiFi Studios
e Home Trials
eHome CinemaTheatre
¢ Audio Visual Equipment
" «Inhouse Service Department
*Mail order available
o Interest Free Credit (On Selected Items.
APRO%-written details on request)

P j S TNV

Audio Equipment from leading and specialist

brands for you to listen to and choose from. . e .
Hi-Fi for those with
Tel: 01922 493499/473499 an eye for Quallty

THE FIRST MIDLAND SPECIALIST FOR NAIM ARCAM AUDIO LAB CHORD KESWICK RESEARCH ALSO: APOLLO AT AUDIO ALCHEMY
CHORD COMPANY CYRUS CELESTION DPA EPOS EXPOSURE KEF REFERENCE KENWOOD MARANTZ MICHELL MORDAUNT SHORT MERIDI,

Sharing the ASDA C:
i with ample free par]
@3( / Off High Street, Bloxwic

= Nr. Walsall, West Midlands
ST B&W BOSE BEYER CABLE TALK
MISSION MOTH MUSICAL FIDELITY
HUL YAMAHA

Late night Friday

NAKAMICHI ORTOFON PROJECT QUAD ROKSAN ROGERS ROTEL SENNHEISER SONY SUMIKO SYSTEMDEK TARGET TDL TUBE TECHNO!

MANCHESTER

entral Radio

30-32 SHUDEHILL MANCHESTER
M41EZ OPEN 9.00-5.30 MON-SAT

STOCKISTS OF: AIWA, BEYER, BOSE, B&W,
CERWIN-VEGA!, CANON, J.B.L., KENWOOD,
MARANTZ, MISSION, PANASONIC, PIONEER,
SENNHEISER, SONY, TECHNICS, THORENS,
WHARFEDALE, ETC. Call us if it's not listed above.

NEW DEMONSTRATION ROOM

CALL US NOW WE’LL BE PLEASED TO HELP

0161 834 6700

s
NOTTINGHAM

Chantry Audio

“No Ordinary Hi-£i Dealer”™

A fresh approach to the World of Specialist Hi-Fi
3 Demo Rooms inc. Home Cinema
Pink A, Audio Research, Micromega, SME, Meridian, Audion, CR
Developments, Alchemist, Rotel/Michi, NVA, Ruark, Martin
Logan, Monitor Audio, SD Michell, Lumley, Creek, Sonus Faber,

Denon, Celestion, d.p.a. Jamo, Ortofon, Rose + much more.
Friendly service and advice in relaxed surroundings.
First-Time Buyer to High End Enthusiasts
EASY ACCESS FREE PARKING
16-18A Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr. Newark, Notts NG22 OLH
Telephone (01777) 870372 Facsimile (01777) 870437

SUFFOLK

URREY HIF=

|
| |

ATACAMA STANDS *
AUDIOLAB *

BEYER HEADPHONES
BOSE » CABLETALK +
DENON « JPW  KEF « %)
MARANTZ » MICHELL .M25
MUSICAL FIDELITY » REIGA
NAKAMICHI * QUAD
REL ¢ SEISMIC SINK *DORKING
SENNHEISER *

SOUND STYLE +

TANNOY * TARGET *

TDL + THORENS *

TUBE TECHNOLOGY -+

VAN DEN HUL CABLES *

BANSTEAD  CATERHAM ¢

J7

REDHILL

GATWICK

=—
CRAWLEY

OXFORDSHIRE

O v ¢ ¢ T u » e

arcam mission
audioquest nad
denon naim audio
heybrook nakamichi
kef quad
linn products yamaha

3 Church ane, Banbury

(01295) 272158

QAMAHA .

WEST SUSSEX

E THE LEADING HI-F1 REAL
e | & ‘HOME CINEMA’
SPECIALISTS )
LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS
Hi Fi

ARCAM « AUDIOLAB * CABLETALK
CELESTION « CHORD * DENON ¢ KEF * MARANTZ d
MERIDIAN « MONITOR AUDIO * NAD « PIONEER J
SHEARNE ¢ TANNOY ¢ TDL « THORENS « YAMAHA 4

213-215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX BN11 4HW
TELEPHONE: (01903) 245577

YORKSHIRE

Want unbiased advice?
Want help, not technotalk?

Moorgate Acoustics

Want wide choice of Hi-Fi and Home Cinema?
Want a shop that will help you to listen, offers
installation, extended warranty and 7-day exchange?

SESE] Well you’ve found us- and we’re blowing our own trumpet'

Sheffield 2756048 and Rotherham

The friendly shop with the best sound sxstems in the South.

20 Teville Gate. W. Sussex. BN11 1UA Tel: (01903) 212133 i

Friendly advice ¢ 3 yr guarantees * easy parking
Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm

Agenicies include: Arcam, Exposure, JPW, Naim Audio, ‘
Maranrz, Orelle, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio Technica,

IAN HARRISON HIFI

MAIL ORDER

ngel TDL, TII]}()(/ I\mv/mn Electronics and many more. |

TEL: 01283 702875

9am - 9pm
CARTRIDGES
ORTOFON *TRADE IN YOUR TRANSFORMERS
AUDIO TECHNICA OLD MOVING COIL & PHONO STAGES
DENON CARTRIDGE (ANY AGE
TRANSFIGURATION MAKE OR CONDITION) | ORTOFON
BENZ MICRO AND SAVE UP TO 40% | SOWTER
SHURE OFF THE NORMAL EXPRESSIVE TECHNO-
GOLDRING SELLING PRICE LOGIES
CD PLAYERS CASSETTE DECKS | TUNERS
TEAC, SONY AIWA, TEAC, QUAD, MARANTZ,
MARANTZ NAKAMICHI, SONY, SONY, DENON

MARANTZ

AMPLIFIERS HI-FI FURNITURE | CABLES

QUAD, CONRAD
JOHNSON, MUSE,
MARANTZ, SONY,

SOUND ORGANISATION,
APOLLO, SOUND
FACTORY TRIPOD,

AUDIOQUEST, COGAN
HALL
SONIC LINK, SILVER

TECHNICS, TEAC SOUNDSTYLE, PROJECT | SOUNDS, QED

GOLDRING
BLANK TAPES HEADPHONES ACCESSORIES
TDK, MAXELL, SONY | SENNHEISER, BEYER, | QED, DISCWASHER,
BASF, FUJI, AMPEX, AKG, KOSS GOLDRING

SCOTCH, JVC,
KONICA

TEST CASSETTES & CD’S

PHONE OR WRITE FOR DETAILS

MAIL ORDER ONLY

PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE AND AVAILABILITY
PRIOR TO ORDERING. ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW WITH

FULL UK GUARANTEES.

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL.
MAIL ORDER FROM: IAN HARRISON HI Fl, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON,
DERBY, DE65 6GQ.
TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm. Inc. Sunday

Agencies include:-

S[”H]ﬂ GUH“&G“DHS -irax; 0151 348 1988 -«

« Mall Order Suppliers of Quality Hi-Fi Accessories »

For a wide range of Audio Accessories:-
Speaker Cables * Interconnects * Headphones * Cartridges
DACS * Equipment Tables ¢ Enhancement Products
Records & CDs ¢ RCA and Banana Plugs

Chord Company ¢ Sonic Link ¢ DNM Reson ¢ Audioquest
QED ¢ IXOS * Van den Hul ¢ Sennheiser
Beyer * Grado * Ortofon * Sumiko ¢ Goldring * Target
Soundstyle ¢ Kontak * Nordost ¢ WBT

* Mobile Fidelity

Kimber Kable ¢« XLO e Trichord

Please telephone or fax for our Winter product and price list
Most major credit cards accepted

52 Green Lane, Great Sutton, South Wirral, Cheshire L66 4LE

Mon-Fri 9

.30am to 8.00pm (Sat to 5.00pm)
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LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS

N/~ DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO

THE BANDOR Eﬂ S3/20NNTDIO) 73 eewdis comes

«“TRIDENT” MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS  HoLWeR GReeN
The Bandor “Trident”

DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MINIATURE BUCKS, HP15 6XR
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS Tel/ Fax: (01494) 714058
Loudspeaker; is a triple
cabinet, ultra compact,

“PICTURES” by BANDOR
full range system. that

Pictures are slim. attractive. wall-mounted
loudspeakers. only 2 inches thick, offering
is stvled to be both superb sound quality.
discrete vet attractive,
in almost any

environment.
Breathtaking clarity and
openness from the
tinvest real hi-fi system
around, - truly
exceptional.

DESIGN (J. Powell - 1995)

i Retail price £707.35p
THE BANDOR ‘TRIDENT" var included

Pictures contain an advanced driver, with spun
aluminium cone. in a cabinet with a ceramic
front, allowing their use in steamy environments
such as kitchens and bathrooms, whilst being
equally suitable in surround systems.
DESIGN (J. Powell - 1994)

Very high quality --- very small. Banish
mediocre extension speakers forever!

Retail one pair £329 vat included.

For more information on these and other Bandor
systems please send a SOp stamp for brochure.

HIFI SUPPORTS REVOX SERVICING

Frameworks DIRECT | [REVOX SERVICE
£69 E75
Isolation @ Stacker _ @ Triangulated for maximum rigidity. Studer Revox UK Approved
Uprights can be damped for fine tuning. Service Centre
Individually spiked 10mm toughened glass shelves. Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair
Insured Carriage arranged
Lively, excellent clarity and separation ... Free Estimation
confidently recommended. Also: Tape Supplies
Jimmy Hughes, Audiophile. Second User Reconditioned
Machines
Yet to find anything close. Spare parts orders welcome
Dominic Baker, HiFiWorld. Free Advice
RamTek
arrow Tel: (0181) 207 6159
consultancy [td Fax: (0181) 953 1118
T Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
eville Mews hs: W E
full informatigr?':)dacf;?(r 22 Clapham Park Road morchamyool Dot O S
Prices include VAT. Please add London SW4 7BX
£10 carriage for UK per item and allow 28 Tel 0171 498 2896
days for delivery. 14 day money back guarantee. Fax 0171 622 5665 PRE-OWNED

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS LOUDSPEAKERS HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD

WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION
LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION

APOGEE » AUDIO RESEARCH » AUDIONOTE * BASIS « CAT » CLEARAUDIO

- - “M .f‘ M Y ,, COPLAND e CREEK ® EMF » GRAHAM ® HEYBROOK  KLIPSCH  KRELL ® LUMLEY
t MONITOR ® LUMLEY REFERENCE * MAGNEPLANAR ¢ MAGNUM/DYNALAB
*MARTIN LOGAN ¢ ROTEL ® SME » SONUS FABER ¢ TEAC » THETA « VOYD
WI I I I |SIOW ' Au d I o agnl lcen USIC HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT.
EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT Thc RMS Revelation Series Loudspeakers BEW Matrix 3 speakers e 595 Audio Innovations 1000 power amps (rode)...£995
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers ) i, o Y £595
ATC, Coles, Dynaudio, KEF, Morel, Peerless, R.C.L., will ASTOUND you, today and for many S T E“;:‘(‘;”fai‘(‘;“‘;‘;“ - S
Scanspeak, Seas, Spectra Dynamics, Volt. years to come Audofseach PO preamp (e bes)....£195. 0 e e
. . ) Rogers LS3 A speakers (new). ... £550 -
e e eliealioa e Call free to receive written details, all with Soundla A3 fl ange €ecOSUs.......£3995. M0030uad passe preamp s
No appts necessary. Closed Mondays R Linn LP 12/Rega/OG/LINGO £995 Audionote OTO (ex demo) full guarantee.......£995
Send for free catalogue. Mojor Credit Cords accepted No-Quibble Money-Back Guarantees Audio-Research D400 power amp (ex demo) £4750 Cambridge CD3 CD player £275
. Audionote AN] speakers/Pirate stands 7£7S0 Clearaudio turntable/armjcartridge (demo)....£2795
Wellington Close, Parkgate Industrial Estate., 0800 _ 45 44 68 Zlakam’;(‘hl 'Digl%nwimtem denﬂk[ o 5o oner 540 e 95
Knutsford, Cheshire WA 16 8DX. Dept HFC. Vgneson SMGb pesters (v e o 75 E10% V8 negrted amp s
Telephone (01565) 650605 Fax (01565) 650080 © Copyright 1995 AudioGOLD mT"Emlumm’mmm am 5295 Audionote M7 tube pre-amp (£14650).......£5995
Sony 702 DAC (theirflagship mode)......... £795  Magnum reference MP300 pre-amp £325
Theta cabolt DAC (ex demo) £575 Sony 5521702 CDIDAC MINT/BOXED & RARE.£1295
Audio Innovations 800 MC transformer ...... ....£120  Audio Research % 9 Mk. 3 (mint) £1895

ALSO IN STOCK, A LARGE SELECTION OF VINTAGE HI-FI

INCLUDING SCOTT, LUXMAN, MARANTZ, BRAUN, B&O,

PIONEER, THORENS. PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR LIST.
H I FI H OI E QUAD MAIN DEALERS.
VISA-SWITCH-MASTER CARD-DINERS CLUB WELCOME
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK.

your No_ 7 quide to buyinq Hi Fi 202 Findon Road, Worthing, Sussex BN14 OE)

TEL: (01903) 872288 after hours number (0860) 660001
FAX: (01903) 872234




Dealer Guide

SALES & SERVICES

HI-FI BARGAINS IN

EX-DEM

ex dem and second hand bargains

Apogee Centaur Minor
loudspeakers
9 months old &+368

Arion EOS class A valve power
amplifier (old shape) new &266
Audio Innovations L1 pre - amp
ex dem &366

Audio Innovations L2 pre - amp
ex dem 266

Audio Innovations series 200
pre - amp ex dem o366

Audio Note OTO integrated
amplifier with phono stage

Audion IMT loudspeakers black
ex dem &688

Heybrook Quartet loudspeakers
with matching mass loaded
stands black with burr yew
Audion Silver Night mono-blocs ex dem &866
s/hmint s2868
Heybrook Sextet loudspeakers
light ash with burr yew trim ex

Audi Sil Night SE st
udion Silver Nigl stereo dem Iatest spec &

power amp ex

dem £4+688 Keswick Audio

Research Volante
loudspeakers It
cherry s/h &680

Celestion 300 A ;

loudspeakers A 45

black . X

Fawso SIGNAIS
o ; Keswick Audio

Heybrook Heystak
¢ i Research Aria

Loudspeakers
ex de:v loudspeakers Dk
&560 Cherry ex dem

Naim NAT 101 funer with SNAPS
s/h

Quad ESL 63 loudspeakers black
s/h e2488

Rega ELA loudspeakers black

s/h

Royd Herald loudspeakers black
ex dem &+28

One paironly.

Morel drivers in Chinese built
hand paintedlacquered tall,
slim transmission line cabinets,
Absolutely wonderful both
sonically and aesthetically.

s/h

Audion IMT loudspeakers black

Even my wife likes them!

ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0802 176319

Sale of ex-demonstraion

.
equipment

Was Now

Musical Fidelity F22/FX Pre Power amplifier £2100 (£1500.00)
Musical Fidelity FCD Compact dise player £1500 (£1100)
Exposure 17/18 Pre Power amplifier inc MM £1500 (£1000)
Exposure 1S Integrated amplifier inc MM £729 (£500)
Tannoy D100 Loudspeakers inc Tannoy stands £799 (£500)
Teac VRDS7 Compuct disc player £599 (£450)
Teac VRDS10 Compact disc player £769 (£600)
Teac DI Digital to Analogue conyerter. ... £499 (£400)
Project 6 urntable with Ortofon MCIS cartridge . . . £435 (£300)
Project 7 Integrated amplifier £250 (£200)
Naim IBL loudspeakers. black ash inc crossover £905 (£700)
Naim CDi Compact disc player £1997 (£1250)
ted amplifier £350.00

S/H Audiolab 8000A inte
MAIN AGENTS FOR NAIM . MF . RUARK . ROYD .
"REEK . ROTEL . TECHNICS . CASTLE . OPERA

VISA SWITCH MASTERCARD WELCOME

EXCHANGE ON NEW AND SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT

12a West Street. Congleton. Cheshire. CW12 [JR
E-MAIL : 100537.2425@compuserve. com

WE OFFER A WORLD WIDE MAIL ORDER SERVICE AND TAKE PART

HI-FI ACCESSORIES

KLIPSCH

Horn loudspeakers - a legend
in sound for over 50 years, KLIPSCH
hi-efficiency speakers are used in many
studios, top hi-fi and stage systems.

FOR DETAILS CALL

(0121) 430 7817

4 West Street
Alderley Edge
Cheshire SKY 7EG
Tel:01625 582704 @ Fax: 01625 586285

SPECIAL OFFERS
Speakers: Offer Price:
XD AURA SP50 249.00
XD Bang & Olufsen RL6000 299.00
XD Meridian D6000 active monitors 3000.00
NEW Monitor Audio Studio 20 Rosewood 1500.00
XD ProAc Response One 699.00
SH Spendor SP2 inc. stands 199.00
Amplifiers:
XD Arcam Alpha 6 280.00
XD Delta 290 399.00
XD Delta 290P 339.00
SH Audiolab 8000A 299.00
SH NAIM Nait Imm 250.00
XD Nakamichi 1A3 199.00
SH QED A270 195.00
SH QUAD 34 pre-amp 199.00
Compact Disc Players:
XD AURA CD50 249.00
XD Meridian 506 599.00
XD Meridian 508 1150.00
XD Micromega Stage 3 720.00
XD Naim CD1 1500.00
XD Nakamichi CD4 249.00
SH QUAD 66 249.00
Home Cinema Television & Video:

XD Panasonic NV8000B video cassette 999.00
NEW Yamaha B1000 DSP 499.00
SH(Second hand) XD(Ex display) ACCESS/VISA/SWITCH. CARRIAGE FREE
Three months guarantee Gemos not available on items on this list ESOE

3
To find out more about
) . .
advertising in the finest

HiFi magazine in the world,
call Amy Cosslett on
(0171) 917 3935

LOUDSPEAKERS

SPEAKER KITS FROM 1.P.L. ACOUSTICS

The M3-TL, S3TL, S4TL and SS5TL are superb Hi-Fi Transmission Lines using
excellent SEAS, IPL, Audax and MOREL drive units to achieve sound quality and bass
extension which is equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £700 - £2000.
The kits include sturdy cast chassis bass units, quality textile dome tweeters, quality
crossover components for hardwiring, grille material, acoustic foam, T-nuts and bolts,
Dual terminals for BIWIRING, spikes and assembly plans and instructions.
M3TL - 5.0” bass unit, cab size 810 x 186 x 210mm £166.00 + £5.75 p&p
S3TL - 6.5” bass unit, cab size 903 x 230 x 350mm £179.50 + £5.75 p&p
S4TL - 8.0” bass unit, cab size 960 x 275 x 400mm £211.00 + £6.75 p&p
S5TL - 10" bass 5” mid., cab size 1080 x 320 x 400 £373.00 + £7.50 p&p

Plain or preveneered MDF Cab kits also available. Please phone for details, or

Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS
2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333

ALTERNATIVELY send £1.50 for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising:
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING, BUILDING & TESTING speakers, and full technical specs,
including response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories.

AMPLIFIERS
Audio Innovations Alto £230
Cyrus 2 + PSX £299
Nakamichi Stasis power amp £849
NVA P50 + 2 X A70 Monoblocks £900
QED C300/P300 Pre/power £300
QUAD 34/306 Pre/power £475
QUAD 44/405.2 Pre/power £395
Rotel RTC850L Pre/Tuner + Power amp £310
Yamaha C4/M4 Pre/power £375
[CaREFULLY USED HI-FI]
BOUGHT FOR CASH
CD PLAYERS
Bang & Olufsen CD50 £100
Meridian 208 (Ex-dem) £799
Meridian CD200 Transport £399
Pioneer PDS901 £279
Quad 67 £499
Teac Transport & DAC £799
WE'LL BE HAPPY TO SELL
YOUR SPECIALIST HI-Fi
ON A COMMISSION BASIS
Check with us for details
TURNTABLES
AR EB101 £170
Ariston RD80 £140
Linn LP12/Ittok LVII/K9 £575
Manticore Mantra £275
Michell Focus 1 £175
Oracle/Grado Arm/Signature 8 £675
ALL  OUR )
0 UARA )
DUR EXTENDED
) B[ U it
LOUDSPEAKERS
Acoustat (inc subwoofer) £899
Bose 901 £875
Gale 301 £149
Harbeth HL3 £295
Linn Sara 9 (inc stands) £299
Monitor Audio MA800Gold £550
Musical Fidelity MC2 £295
ProAc Tablette 2 £300
Quad ESL63 £1599
Rogers LS4a/2 £249
Royd Sintras 2 £300
Spendor SP1 £599
Spendor SP2 £399
Tannoy 609 + stands £250
OPEN REEL
Revox A77 (mint) £349
U 17 [
i AR Y() []
UUR |
VHIFICopsny
‘ . TRADING STATION q
35-42 Cowgate Peterborough
Telephone (01733) 341755




Reader classified

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE1s, rose-
wood, with AE stands, £630.
Marantz CD10, 4 months old,
£620. Arcam Delta 290, 3
months old, £280. Sennheiser
HD580s, brand new, unused,
£100. All perfect & boxed, with
receipts. Middlesex (0181) 575
5656

AIWA portable DAT HDS100
unused recorder, £250.
Rockford Audiophile car amp,
unused, £1550. lan, Essex
(0181) 519 4241

AUDIOLAB 8000, Arcam
Alpha+ CD, Denon tuner, B&W
DM2 speakers, £950 or split.
Surrey (01932) 226327

AUDIOQUEST Cobalt speaker
cable, 2 metre pair. Video Z cable.
£100 ono. Leeds (0113) 294 5609

AUDIOQUEST Quartz intercon-
nect cable, half metre, excel-
lent cond., still with original
packaging, £40. Birmingham
(0121) 602 3260

BEARD BB100 integrated amp,
£595. Meridian 200/300, £595.
Denon DRW-750 deck, £125.
Suffolk (01449) 676335

BEAUTIFULLY constructed
passive preamp — ALPS
‘Black Beauty’ volume pot, sil-
ver plated selector switch, sil-
ver plated cable/silver solder,
gold/PTFE phonos, 5 inputs,
£135. Mark, Aberdeen (01224)
210875

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO DACMagicl,
£110. Trichord Clock2 modifi-
cation, £50. Fife (01383)
730626

CELESTION 3 speakers, with
Sound Organisation floor
spiked stands. Excellent cond.
£95. Berkshire (01344) 305377

DENON DRS-640 separate
cassette deck. Unused, perfect
cond., boxed. Value £210, sell
for £170. Thetford (01842)
862128

DENON TU260L tuner, £75.
Meridian 203 DAC, £150. Both
boxed and mint condition.
Middlesex (01932) 787598

DPA Bigger Bit DAC7 and
Kenwood DPX 9010 CD trans-
port, boxed, mint cond., £500.
Bath (01225) 833473

E.I.C.0. 14W monoblock valve
amps, new transformers and
valves. Offers. For details:
Northumberland (01670)
820454

HI-FI CHOICE

or a limited period only, we are offering to advertise your

classic, pre-owned hi-fi free of charge. Simply write your

advert in block capitals and send it to: Hi-Fi Choice,
Reader Classifieds, 19 Bolsover St, London W1P 7HJ. The
advert will appear for one issue only and must be no more than
90 characters long, including all spaces and your phone num-
ber. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals
only and adverts from dealers will not be accepted. All Reader
Classified adverts will be printed on a first come, first served
basis, subject to available space, and Dennis Publishing Ltd
accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information con-
tained therein, nor any consequence arising from it, nor for any
minor typographical errors. We reserve the right to amend or
refuse adverts at the Editor’s discretion and sadly we cannot
guarantee that an advert will be inserted in any specific issue.

EXPOSURE XV integrated amp,
3 yrs, mint cond. & boxed.
£280. London (0181) 523 1134

KRELL SBP64X DAC (£9900)
£3850 ono. Apogee Divas
(£12900) £4850 ono. All mint,
boxed. London (0181) 882 4287

LEAK 20 amplifier. Troughline
tuner. TPV valve decoder.
Offers. Rhyl (01745) 331681

LINN Isobarik DMS, mahogany
+ vdH cables. £750 or
exchange for Audiolab,
Arcam/TDL system etc. Jim,
Colchester (01206) 861457.

LINN Isobariks, £850. KEF 104
Reference, £600. Inc.
stands/cables exc. cond.
London (0956) 993761

LINN Keilidh speakers. Ceramic
plinths, as new with boxes,
£500. London (0181) 852 7302
or e-mail:
keilidh@mail0.demon.co.uk.

LINN LK280 amp. Linn LK1 pre-
amp with remote. £500 pair.
Linn Keilidh speakers plus
stands £500 pair. All mint con-
dition. High Wycombe (01494)
715673

MAGNEPLANAR MG1C speak-
ers, £550. Hitachi FT5500 Mk2
tuner, £90. Cardiff (01222)
891314

MERIDIAN D6000 digital active
system, 602 transport, 604
tuner, £6,500. Bristol (0117)
942 4169

MERIDIAN 208 CD player/pre-
amp, Trichord clocked, exc
cond. £475. W Sussex (01342)
315243

MERIDIAN 605 power amps,
£1350. B&W 804 speakers,
rosewood, £650 ono. W Kent
(01892) 536919

M.F. CDT valve CD, £325. AT-
0C5 vgce, £50. Gyrodec power
supply (not QC), £50.
Goodmans SCD100 cassette
(made by Nakamichi), £55. N
Kent (01474) 704382

MISSION 751, rosewood +
Deflex panels, £165. REL Strata
subwoofer, £315 or £425 for
the pair. Jersey (01534) 66238

MISSION 753S, rosewood,
boxed, £500. Tannoy 611s Mk2,
£240. Revolver Purdeys, £160.
Staffordshire (01782) 261237

MOD SQUAD Line Drive pre-
amp. Rata-modified, excellent
cond. £240. London (0171) 241
3410

MantiCore Madrigal/Musician,
late spec. immac. cost £590
with mat. Half price, £295.
Essex (01279) 410528

MUSICAL FIDELITY F22/15
pre/pwr amps. As new, under
warranty (cost £3000) accept
£1995 ovno. Audio Technica
ARTI cartridge, as new, boxed,
less than 50 hours use (cost
£945) accept £595. Siltech
interconnect balanced 0.5m
pair, £225. Translucent inter-

connect 2.5m pair (silver), £95.

Surrey (0181) 949 6723 eves.

NAIM NAC 52 preamp (new
£5005), £3750 ono. Naim SBL
speakers (new £1826), £1250
ono. Both 1 yr, boxed.
Berkshire (01734) 461421 eve,
(01256) 24311 day

NAIM SBL loudpeakers, £990.
Meridian 563 D/A converter,
£450. Rega Kyte speakers
£125. Wanted: Arcam Nicam TV
sound tuner. Middlesex (0181)
897 2385

NAIM 140, and walnut IBLs.
Marantz CD64 and CDA94 DAC.
Offers iro £400 each. Audiotech
table £85, 2 Target TT2 tables
£40 each. Croydon (0181) 668
9040 or (0836) 696096 mobile

NAIM 72/140/HiCap, £1300.
New style, may separate.
Radford SC25 preamp, £450.
liford (0181) 559 9562

NAIM 92/90 pre/pwr, £490.
Epos ES11, black, incl stands,
£290. Both immac and boxed.
Orpington (01689) 877230

NAKAMICHI 2X7 3HD cas/deck,
forerunner of Dragon, similar
spec exc A/rev, £375. London
(0181) 995 3912

QUAD valve based system: 2
Quad Il pwr amps, superb cond
w/ passive preamp; Marantz
CD273SE, little used, orig box-
ing; Technics 676 semi-pro
cass deck (new £400); phono
preamp; Dual 505 turntable;
Sony tuner; JPW Sonata spkrs,
black wood on dedicated
Partington heavy black metal
stands; all interconnects (some
gold plated), leads and cables
included. £649, or £599 without
turntable. Can demo & deliver.
Devon (01626) 772898

REGA Planar 3 & Linn K9, £95.
Akai 4000DS Mk2 reel deck,
£40. Sony CDP491, £50.
London (0181) 989 4694

ROKSAN M1 monoblocks,
£1995 new, £4500. Micromega
Pro3 transport, £595. DAC-in-
the-box, £120. Herts (01727)
822494

ROKSAN S1 pwr amp, Roksan
L2 preamp w/ DS4 pwr supply
(£3000), £950 ovno. Cornwall
(01326) 564879

ROTEL RCD 965BX, perfect con-
dition, £180. Meridian 101B
preamp (MM input), £75. Essex
(01621) 772884

SHAHINIAN Arc spkrs, £695.
Albarry M1008 Monoblocks,
£475. Wanted: Sonus Faber
Minuettos. Glasgow (0141) 423
1323

SONY DAT 750, £300. QUAD 34 -
306, £350. 405, £150. New
Sennheiser headphones 320,
£35. Blackpool (01253) 594440

SONY ES D/A 120W amp/CD, as
new boxes/optic tube inc. half
price, £400 bargain. London
(0956) 993761

TDL Studio 3s transmission line
spkrs, two way, imp 8 Ohms.
Efficiency 87dB. Bass units, 1
metal dome tweeter. Freq
response 20Hz-20kHz, black,
incl. stands, £685.
300x950x416mm. Pwr required
from 30W, max pwr 250W.
Lancashire (0161) 626 0879

TEAC P500/D500 CD transport
+ DAC. Mint, champagne fin-
ish, new £1050, sell for £600.
VRDS trans. Lancashire (0161)
626 0879

TECHNICS SU-A800 MK1 AMP,
55W, MOS, class AA, brand
new, £275. Quad 34 w/ Quad
306 pwr amp, £350. Collector’s
item: Thorens TD150 turntable,
SME 3009 arm, Shure car-
tridge, £150. Manchester
(0161) 748 3925

TWO Naim NAP250s, 1994,
£1100 each. SBLs, black,
£1050. Washington (0191)
4166866

UNWANTED prize: PS Audio 6.1
stereo preamplifier. Value
£800, offers around £450.
Crewe (01270) 586759
evenings

YAMAHA YST SW200 active sub-
woofer, mint cond, boxed,
120W of tight low bass, remote,
perfect for AV & music. Cost
£400, accept £300 ono. Steven,
Birmingham (0121) 327 4830
(leave message)
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Your guide to your
nearest Innovation
Award Stockist

ZAR] HOLBURN HI-Fi

Bl Futchinson &

|NN[|VHT"]N b LK

A W A R D
KEY TO RETAILERS
HOLBURN HI-F, 441 HOLBURN T FAE] BILL HUTCHINSON HI-FI

ABERDEEN. TEL: 01224 585713
ACDKKWMMSPRTTYY

ﬂ BILL HUTCHINSON H-FI LTD, 43 HOPE STREET,

ABCOIKIMMAS PR3 TTY Y GILSON AuDIO LTD ZAI

ﬂ BILL HUTCHINSON HI-FI LTD, 87 CLAYTON ST
NEWOASTLE,TEL: 0191 230 3600

ABCDJKKWMMSPRSTTY Y aﬂ BILL HUTCHINSON HI-Fl
n GILSON AUDIO LTD, 172 BOROUGH ROAD, THE HI-FI ROOM aﬂ

MIDDLESBOROUGH, CLEVELAND. TEL: 01642 248 793
DMMSPRTYY

B BILL HUTCHINSON HI-FI LTD, a OWEN'S HI-FI

26-28 WOODHOUSE LANE LEEDS. TEL: 0113 2427777
ABCDJKKWMMSPRSTTYY

ﬂ THE HI-FI ROOM, 50 BRIDGE STREET,

WOTHE IR, il
THE HI-FI COMPANY [ZA[]

OWEN’S HI-FI, THE MALL, WELLFIELD SHOPPING

(ENTRE, BANGOR, GWYNEDD. TEL: 01248 362 951
ACDKWMMSPST

[ Yo rarn, 1 e o sin sy R o TLETZ]0

NORTHAMPTON. TEL: 01604 37515
BKKWPTTYY

ﬂ THE HI-FI COMPANY, 23A REGENT ST,

LEAMINGTON SPA. TEL: 01926 888 644
BDKKWMMSPTTYY

m VJ HI-FI, 29 GUILDHALL STREET, FOLKESTONE,

NENT. TEL: 01303 256 860
ACDKMMSPSTYY Highlighted above are retailers who have been selected for their

AAWA  KKEF R REVOLVER professionalism, customer care, in addition to offering the best possible

B B&W KW KENWOOD  § SONY . oo .
CCANON M MARANTZ T TECHNICS equipment at a competitive price.
D DENON  MS MISSION TY TANNOY

JIVC P PIONEER Y YAMAHA




M- A-T NG e B oS Tl L
50 BRIDGE STREET 061-832 0888




PIONEER BEST PRIGES GUARANTEED

ALL

ALL
BILL HUTCHINSON BRANCHES
HI-FI SHOPS ' ARE MAJOR
ARE DEDICATED LASER DISC
AUDIO VISUAL STOCKISTS
CENTRES

T H E PR OFE S S O N A L S

|
. . HEAR TECHNICS’S INNOVATION WIN N

you're buying the best names in Hi-Fi
from the best name for Hi-Fi.

Our Product Guarantee and Pricing Policy
ensure you obtain an excellent deal.
My staff and I look forward to being of YAMAHA DSP-2070 - AVAMPLIFIER - INNOVATION WINNER 94
service 10 you. )%L l l PIONEER PDS-703 - CD PLAYER - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

MARANTZ- 1020 - LYFE STYLE SYSTEM - INNOVATION WINNER 94

PRICE PLEME KEF-100 - SPEAKERS - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

Should you find any local dealer offering
a better price for goods currently in stock at
Bill Hutchinson and the alternative quoting retailer, MISSION 731 - SPEAKERS - INNOVATION WINNER ‘95
we will better that deal.

DENON DF-10 - CDPLAYER - INNOVATION WINNER ‘94

\

SONY TV-KVS 3432 - TELEVISION - INNOVATION WINNER 95

LICENSED CREDIT BROKERS ASK FOR DETAILS

THE LARGEST SELEGTION OF QUALITY HI-FI AND AUDIO VISUAL SYSTEMS

$‘( ‘:%é P‘

% %L X
e
oot |

GREAT GERG‘ ST MERRION 5T

Tstmusmngst OMNS
o

CENTRE

pALP
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DGR

" 87A CLAYTON STREET

%

s
THE HEADROW
—— "

26-28 WOODHOUSE LANE EANSGATE

0113 242 7777 [ 0161-832 1600

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY ~ OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY ~ OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY ~ OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY  OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
9.30AM - 6.00PM 9.30AM - 6.00PM 9.30AM - 5.30PM 9.30AM - 6.00PM 9.30AM - 6.00PM

A ALL WITH 2 YEAR GUARANTEE

AW




THE DIRECTORY

BUYING HI-FI EQUIPMENT
The key to putting together a great hi-fi system
is finding a dealer with whom you can commu-
nicate, and who is sympathetic to your require-
ments. So the first stage in your quest is to look
> up your local dealers in our Dealer Directory, at
the end of the product Directory, and go to see
the people behind the counters. Listen to the
sound they make, check out their record collec-
tions, sip their coffee and find the store with the
right attitude. Then take your records in and listen
to them through a variety of components within
your budget. Use our Recommendations and Best
Buys to narrow options down, but bear in mind that
dealers have a lot of experience in putting systems
together, so don’t worry if parts of the system are
not Best Buys. It's the end result that counts.
Listen for the system that shows you the greatest
differences in your software, (regardless of musi-
cal content, records should sound distinctly dis-
similar). This is a good way of assessing which

The most influential symbols in our Directory are the : better than an inexpensive Best Buy. . .

B'BUY and REC commendations found at theend of ~ :  An ideal situation would be to choose suitably system is the most revealing.

the entries for particularly fine products. . priced B’BUY or REC products from relevant If you can borrow equipment to try at home, do

I B’BUY A product carrying the Best Buy swingtagis : categories and create a Best Buy system. However, this before you buy. Loudspeakers in particular can

of excellent quality and good value for money in its . due to the varieties in tonal balance that exist in many . .

price category. . audio products, and differences in taste, system §0und v’ery different according to the room they are

I REC Recommended products are runners up, but  : building is unfortunately not that simple. These in. Don't forget that cables and supports play an

they are still definitely worth considering within their : ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing important part in the sound of a system: if you take

price bands. :components, but only by experiencing the actual your bits home and plonk them on the sideboard
Please note, however, that an expensive :combination in a dealer’s listening room will you be . . . ,

Recommended product will nearly always sound © able to decide whether it works for you. with a bit of mains flex to connect them up, don’t

expect sonic ecstasy!

PRODUCT CATEGORY INDEX

1001k NS |
Digital Recorders 129 Stands & Supports 129 Headphones 132 Loudspeakers 134

>h

Manufacurer & Distributor
Tuners & Recievers 144 Turntables & Arms 145 Cartridges 148 Contact List 151
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Creative Audio

9 DOGPOLE TELEPHONE
SHREWSBURY 01743 241924

SY1 1EN

® Large Range of
® Systems from ' g World Acclaimed
only £250 HI-FI Separates

® Friendly ® Free Home Delivery
Experienced Staff and Installation

® Comfortable ® Part Exchange
Listening Room Welcome

® Selected Used
Equipment always
available

d ® Free 2 & 5 Year
Warranties

® Home Cinema ® Interest Free Credit
Specialists g (written details on request)
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AMPLIFIERS £75 - £289

he amplifier sits at the heart of the  tone controls, remote control, DSP) the more money will B More importantly an A/V amplifierincludes a Dolby Pro
system, processing the outputs have to be spent on it to match the sound quality that can Logic decoding chip along with extra circuitry to effect the rear
from the various music sourcesas  be achieved with a minimalist design. The sort of facilities channel delay. Naturally there are at least four channels worth
necessary and then driving the loudspeakers. These two that are useful include tape monitor switching and a source  of amplification under the bonnet to feed the five loudspeaker
(quite separate) functions are integrated into a single boxat  direct button on models with tone controls. outputs.
the low-to-middle price points; but separated pre and power B An increasing number of amplifiers are supplied without
amplifiers, even separate power supplies, become vinyl disc stages, or with the phono stage as an optional KeY
increasingly common as one moves upmarket. extra. If you use a turntable, make sure that the amp has an integrated, preamp, pOWer amp ........................ amplifier type

M Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not MM or MC stage to suit your cartridge.
necessarily related. Some of the finest amplifiers around
have outputs as low as 12 Watts, but team them with high A/V amps

includes surround sound capability
power output per channel in Watts RMS

efficiency loudspeakers and you can achieve loudness In practice an A/V amplifier provides all the standard CD, -number of inputs of each type (L - line, T- tape,
aplenty. Only when using loudspeakers of low sensitivity tuner, tape, aux and phono inputs offered by a standard .MM - moving magnet cartridge, MC - moving coil cartridge
(below 87dB/W) or difficult load do you need lots of power.  stereo amplifier. In addition many also incorporate an hdph headphone output available
B As general rule, the more widgets an amplifier has (ie AM/FM tuner section, making them A/V receivers.
Propucr £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

AMPLIFIERS

Analogue Saturn 75 preamp * MM - - S o - S
Analogue SaturnMC 75 preamp ¢ MC S . S o -
CreekOBM-8 99 preamp * MM « 10,6,11cm © Phono step-up — — —

Creek 0BM-9 110 preamp ® MC « 1 106 llcm * Phono stepup .

Aiwa XA-003 120 ~integrated » 40W « MM,2L,1T  hdph * 2 speaker circuits - e ,
Grundig V210 130 integrated » 50W » MM,5L,1T « hdph » rem * 36,12,30cm * Pre-main split S N

Pioneer A-103 130 integrated » 30W * MM,3L,2T * hdph * 42,11 3lcm —

Kenwood KA-1060 140 integrated « 140W » MM,3L,2T « hdph * 44,13,25cm  ‘Logical Flow’ construction o - o
Luxman A-312 140 integrated  40W » MM,AL,2T * hdph  13,44,36cm  CD direct, A/B speakers

Moth 30 Passive 149 109 preamp * 4L,1T « 5, 10 Q@m * Modular system gives cracking results. Passive pre/power amp warrant Best Buy (tested with 30 Stereo 60). B'BUY
Grundig Fine Arts V1 150 integrated ® 50W * MM,5L,1T « hdph * rem e 43,14,30cm e Tone defeat

Marantz PM-34 150 integrated » 40W » MM,3L,2T * hdph * 42,14 28§m * Source direct o

Pioneer A-203 150 integrated ® 45W * MM,3L,2T * hdph * 42,11,31cm o S
Sony TAF211B 150 ~integrated + 30W » MM/2L < hdph * 43,14,31cm * Source direct - -
Technics SU-V300 150 __integrated  25W « MM,2L,1T « hdph * 43,13,32cm * A/B speaker select -
Denon PMA-250 1l 160 121 integrated  30W MM 3L 1T  hdph » 44,10,28cm * High resolution amp, can loses its grip but is engaging and enjoyable. REC'D
_Grundig V310 170 _integrated * 70W * MM,5L, 1T * hdph * rem * 36,12,30cm * Pre-main split

Kenwood KA-2060R 170
Rotel RCI70BX Mkll 175

integrated * 65W * MM 3L 2T * hdph * rem  44cm  System control

144 preamp * 3L,2T « hdph  44,8,29cm * Confident, consistent-sounding. Reviewed with RB970BX MkIl power amp in Sessions.
mteLted 40W » MM,3L,2T * hdph * 44,13,36cm * Mic input o
116 integrated * 25W * MM,3L,2T  hdph A sgnteI[ and uplifting performance. Sounds loud, but never intrusive nor fatiguing. B'BUY

preamp * MM/MC, « 5,10,35cm * Stand alone phono stage -

~ preamp * 4L,1T o B
integrated * 80W  MM,5L,1T * hdph e rem e 43,14,30cm * Tone defeat

Teac A-X1030 180
NAD302 189
Moth 30 RIAA 199
QED Vector One - 199
Grundig Fine Ats V2.~ 200
JVC AX-R5BK 200

Kenwood KA-3020SE 200
Marantz PM-44 MKISE 200

integrated * 45W ¢ MM,3L,2T  hdph * rem * 44,15,31cm * Remote control

134 integrated » 50W * MM,3L,2T » hdph « 44,14.35cm + UK Special Edition i ~_ RECD
134 integrated * 40W « MM,3L,2T  hdph ¢ 42,14,28cm * Two generations on from the PM-40SE, this model gives a disappointingly grey view of music.
integrated « 55W « MM,3L,2T « hdph * 42,14,30cm  Twin speaker sockets -

integrated * 30W  3L,1T » 437,32 cm * "Harmonic Time Alignment’

integrated « 40W MM3L2T hih 46,12,33cm

integrated » 65W * MM.2L,3T = hdph * rem  44,14.30cm

134 integrated * 45W « MM 3L 2T « hdph « rem  42,13,36cm * Fresh and uncomplicated sound bests much of the audiophile competition. ~ RECD _
integrated  40W * MM/2L * hdph * 43,14.31cm * MOSFET power stage

integrated * 30W » MC/MM,3L,2T hdph *rem ® 43 13,31cm © New ClassA
integrated » 60W * MM,3L,2T » hdph » 44,13 36cm o Mic i input ) o -

144 power amp * 60W * 44 8,29cm * Tested with RC970BX MKII in Sessions (see above).

preamp * MM/MC,3L,2T * hdph
integrated » 30W * MM,3L,1T » 43,7,15cm

Marantz PM-43 200
Nakamichi [Ads 200
Onkyo A-801 200
Philips FA930 200
Pioneer A-303R 200
Sony TAF2448 200 inte
Technics SUV500 200
Teac A-X3030 220
“Rotel RBI70BX MklI 225
~NAD Monitor 1000 229
Rega Brio 229
Denon PMA-35011 230
Denon PMA-480R 230
JVC AX-V6BK 230

Kenwood KA-3060R 230
Technics SU-A600 MkIl 230

Moth 30 Series Power 239

134 integrated » 50W o MM 3L,2T « hdph * 44,12,28cm * Modifications give this amp a a powerful, up-front and compelling performance. ___REC'D
integrated * 50W  MM,3L,2T « hdph * rem 44 12,29cm

integrated « AV * 50W ¢ MM 3L,2T « hdph * rem * 44,13 46cm * Dolby Pro Logic
142 integrated * 45W « MM,3L,2T » hdph * rem « 44,13,30cm o Classy engineering, but sound is over-dry, often frustratingly restrained and rather unsophisticated.

integrated ¢ 37W MC/MM 3L,2T « hdph * 43,13,32cm MOS, R-Core transformer
~ power amp * 30W * 5,10

Yamaha AX-490 239 integrated » 85W » MM,MC,3L,2T » hdph « rem * 44,15,39cm * UK specified, system remote

‘Arcam Alpha 5Plus 240 134 integrated * 40W o MM,3L,2T * hdph * 43,8,30cm * A pared down Alpha 6 that offers little penalty in power, but significantly poorer sound.

Magnum IA120 249 integrated  50W MM 5L,2T * hdph - o S o
Moth 30 Active 249 preamp * 41,17 * 5,10,35cm

NAD 304 249 121 integrated » 35W * MM 4L,2T  hdph * Good with CD and vinyl, this is a st a successful and entertaining amplifier for your shortlist. B'BUY
Creek A42 250 power amp ¢ 50W ¢ 42,6,20cm * 150 watts in mono

Grundig Fine Arts V3 250 integrated » 120W o MM 5L,1T * hdph © rem © 43,14,30cm « Pre-main split .

IVC AX-A472BK 250 142 integrated * 65W « MM, 3L 2T hdph * 44,15,36cm  Unpredictable performer that is initially im) pressive but often ends up sounding starchy and tiring.

Luxman A-331 250  integrated * 60W * MM,4L 4L 2T  hdph * 13,44,36cm « Inc CD direct ) S
Marantz MA-500 250 ‘power amp * 125W  9,15,45¢cm e D- bus mgrLobJocks bridgable

Marantz PM-53 250 integrated ¢ 65W MM, 3L 2T  hdph * rem * 42,14,30cm * Remote control - o
_Rotel RA935BX MklI 250 integrated « 50W * 3L,2T » hdph * 44,10,35cm * Separate listen/rec selectors

“Sony TAF444E 250 142 integrated * 50W ¢ MM 3L,2T « hdph * 43,15,38cm * Sheds all frippery for an audiophile approach, but still sounds grubby and stilted. N
Lecson 380X 255 mteg@ad * 35W « MM/MC,6L * 44,6,27cm
_Pro-ject Model 7 259 142 integrated » 40W * MM,3L.2T A minimalist amplifier brimming with good intent, but too quirky for its own good. Either MM or MC. - B

‘Onkyo A803 260 142 integrated * 60W « MM/MC,3L,2T * hdph  rem * 46,12,33cm * This amp sounds lifeless, vague and disinterested in the music at hand.

Teac A-X5030 260 integrated * 75W ¢ MM/MC,3L,2T  hdph * 44,16,36cm ___ ——
Creek P42 o 270 ~preamp ¢ 50W ¢ 4L,2T * hdph * 42,6,20cm Plug-m modules available .

Creek 4240 270 134 integrated » 40W 3L 1T = hdph * 42,6,20cm  Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this ra this radical rethink is more successful via ia MM than CD.

‘Magnum IA170 270 142 integrated » 96W * 5L,1T « hdph * 43,7,26cm = Disarmingly powerful, capable of recreating a deep and naturally colourful sound. B'BUY
Denon PMA-450SE 280

Kenwood KA-4060R 280
Technics SU-A700 Mkl 280
289

HI-FI CHOICE

142 integrated » 60W » MM,3L,2T  hdph  44,14,36cm * Based on the original ‘450 offers a fast, furious and entertaining sound. - _REC'D
_integrated « 70W ¢ MM 3L 2T « hdph * rem * 44,14,35cm * System control i
~integrated * 45W ¢ MC/MM,3L,2T « hdph * rem » 43,1332cm

_ preamp * AN © 8L.2T * rem
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AMPLIFIERS £295 - £495:

Proouct
_Lecson Stereo 383X 295
AMC2445 299
~Moth 30 RIAA 100VA 299 -
_QED Vector Reference 299
Yamaha AX-590 299
Denon PMA-715 300
Kenwood KA-V3700 300
Marantz PM-63 300
Mission PSX-R
“Musical Fidelity E10 300
NVAP-50 ~ 300
Pioneer A-400X
Rotel RA970BX 300
Sony TAFS42E 300
Naim Flat-Cap 317
Moth 30 Integrated 320
Onix0A30 320
_Lumley Reference PP70 325
_Lumley Reference PP40 325
_Lumley Reference PP1 325
_Audio Innovations Alto 329
_Magnum Quartet 329
_Analogue Jupitor 330
Aura VA100 Il 330
_JVC AX-A662BK 330
EMF Audio Sequel 349

_Harman-Kardon PA2100 349

Moth 30 Active 100VA 349
_NAD Monitor 1000S
_NAD306 349

Arcam Alpha 6 Plus 350

Audiolink Sterling Il 350
Kenwood KA-5050R 350

Luxman A-353R 350
“Onkyo A-911 350
_Rotel RC980BX 350
_Technics SU-C1000 350
_Technics SU-A800 Mk2 350

Creek 4240SE

Quad306
_Audio Innovations P1 369

Audio Innovations L1

_NVA AP-30CD 370
Onkyo A850 370
AMC 1030 379

If your product is missing from

300

358
364

£ Issue SpeciFicaTions & CoMMENTS

integrated * 60W « MM/MC,6L « hdph  44,6,27cm
power amp * 45W 4 channels
preamp * MM/MC « 5,10,35cm * Standalone phono stage
preamp © 4L,1T
integrated « 100W « MM,MC,3L,2T  hdph  rem * 44,15,39cm * UK specified, system remote
integrated « 60W  MM,3L,2T « hdph * rem e 44,16,40cm

_integrated « AV ¢ MM,4L,2T * hdph e rem * 44,14,30cm « Dolby Pro Logic
integrated « 70W ¢ MM,3L,2T « hdph e rem  42,14,30cm * Remote control
22,8,36cm * Qutboard PSU

144 integrated « 40W  MM,3L,2T * hdph * 44,10,34cm  Minimalist features

preamp * 3L,1T

300 138 integrated « 50W « MM/MC4,2 « hdph * 42,13,36cm * On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling on audition.

138 integrated « 60W  4L,2T  hdph * 44,7,35cm « Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recorings.
integrated « 90W  MM/MC,3L,2T « hdph * 43,15,38cm * UK optimised sound

43,56,30cm * Power supply

integrated ® 30W « 8L.T  8,18,35cm

integrated * 40W « 5L,1T « hdph * 43,77,33cm
preamp  6L,1T ¢ 36,46,6cm © Passive, bolts to ST70
preamp * 6L,1T * 29,40,6cm « Bolts to ST40

preamp © 6L,1T * 29,44,6cm * Passive, stand alone
integrated « 35W < 4L,2T « 43,8,30cm e« Despite a lack of bass, it still sounds open, natural and relaxed. Chrome version costs £50 extra.
integrated * 36W * MM,3L.2T « hdph * An integrated model that incorporates four monoblocks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble.
integrated ¢ 30W ¢ MM4L,1T

integrated ¢ 70W « MM,AL,1T « hdph « 43,6,31cm * Big smooth yet slightly disjointed sound.

integrated « 90W * MM/MC,3L,2T * hdph * 44,13,31cm ¢ Compu-link system

integrated * 50W * MM,AL,1T  hdph * 43,65,28cm  Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek.

power amp * 45W « 4511,37cm

preamp * 4L,1T < 5,10,35cm

138
121

138
109

349 124 preamp * MM/MC,3L,2T « hdph e Sounds a little restrained.

integrated  50W « MM,4L,2T « hdph
129 integrated * 50W ¢ MM,3L,2T * hdph * rem * 43,8,30cm * A new MOSFET design with a subtle and melodic sound.
integrated « 60W © MM/MC < 43,7,270cm < Available in chrome
129 integrated « 95W * MM,3L,2T « hdph * rem * 44,15,40cm e A listenable but neither particularly communicative nor captivating amplifier.
integrated * 60W * MM/MC.4L,2T « hdph e rem * 13,44,37cm * Motorised volume control
integrated  70W « MM,3L,2T  hdph  rem * 28,12,33cm * Mini component, 4 Ohm rating
109 preamp « MM/MC,3L,2T = hdph e 44,7,33cm * Powerful, expansive but lacks poise, control and detail (tested with RBIS0BX).
preamp * MM/MC,3L,2T * rem « 43,70,31cm < Virtual Battery Opeation; partners with SE-A1000
134 integrated ¢ 55W « MC/MM,3L,2T  rem « 43,14,37cm « Long term listening shows this model is a little bluff
integrated * 50W * 3L,1T * hdph e rem ¢ 42,6,20cm * Optional MM/MC
power amp * 50W « 33,7,21cm « Stereo power amp
preamp * MM < 25,10,30cm * Phono stepup

369 145 preamp © 3L,1T « 25,10,30cm

integrated ¢ 50W « MM/MC,3L,1T
integrated * 60W « MM/MC,3L,2T  hdph * rem * 46,15,35cm
preamp * MM
our Directory, please fax or write to us quoting the brand, model and relevant details.

Alchemist Kraken 380 124 power amp * 60W « 32,9,25cm  Quirky Class A design with warm and colourful sound.

Alchemist Kraken/mono 380 power amp * 60W * 32,9,25cm. Mono version of the Kraken power amp.

CredoPMPO03 385 preamp * 22,6,24cm * Phono amp MM/MC, & PSU

Credo HMP0O03 388 preamp * hdph ¢ Class A headphone amp
_Alchemist Kraken 395 124 integrated * 60W © 3L,2T * 32,9,25cm  Class-A objet d'art that's far too sensitive to RF interference. Can sound cold and fierce as a result.
Rega Elex 398 116 integrated * 50W * MM,3L,1T « 43,7,25¢cm  Minimalist amplifier tsounds forward, hard and unforgiving.
Alchemist Kraken/Pre 399 116 preamp e 5L,1T « 25,9,25¢cm « Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheless.

_EAR 834P 399 preamp * MM/MC * 40,40,15¢cm e Valve phono stepup

_Harman-Kardon HK1400 399 129 integrated « 40W < MM/MC,3L,2T « 45,11,37cm  Relaxed, confident sound is only troubled by the most dense recordings.
Arcam Delta 290P 400 141 power amp  75W < hdph * 43,9,30cm * Crisp, dynamic and detailed — tested in Session.
_Inca Tech Oberon Pwr 400 power amp * 70W « hdph * 43,8,22cm * Two inputs

Luxman A-373 400 integrated * AV * 80W * MM/MC,AL,2T * hdph * rem * 13,44,37cm « Also has AV inputs

CNVAP-90 400 preamp © 5L.

Onix 0A24 400  preamp * MM/MC,2L,2T * 75,23,37cm  Internally switchable MM/MC

Onix 0A401 400 power amp ¢ 50W ¢ 75,23,37cm « With internal supply for 0A24

SonyTAF-A3ES 400 integrated « 70W « MM/MC, 3L,2T « hdph * 43,14,38cm * Torroidal transformer, MOSFET

Sony TA-AV570B 400 integrated * A/V.¢ 70W ¢ MM,4L,5T  hdph * 43,15,36cm * Dolby Pro Logic
_Technics SE-A1000 400 power amp * 70W « hdph e 43,14,35cm  Moving Coil meters, Master capacitors. Partners with SU-G1000.
_Michell Iso 412 preamp * MM or MC « Phono stage

Quad 34 414 44 preamp * MM,2L,T « 33,7,21cm * Good filtering and above average tone controls, but lacks detail and dynamics.
“Naim NAP90/3 416 power amp * 30W « 43,56,30cm  Latest style. Suits 92
_Lecson Quattra 420 integrated * 30W « MM/MC + N/A « 44,6,27cm  Pre out/main in

Audio Innovations T2 425 preamp ¢ MC  12,16,8cm * MC stepup transformer

~Naim NAC92 435  preamp ¢ 5(LorT) « 43,56,30cm o Latest style. Suits 90/3

Credo MMP002 439 preamp * Mic amp, phantom power

NVA AP-30 440  integrated * 80W e 3L,1T
CAMC2030 449 power amp ¢ 30W

EAR 834L 449 preamp * 5L,1T e Valve, line-only

Orelle SA-100 443 140 integrated « 50W * 6L,1T * 44,7,23cm * Clean, natural, articulate sound. Tested in Sessions.
~Crimson CS610C 450  preamp * MM/MC3L,1T « 9,10,35cm
_Crimson CS620C 450 power amp ¢ 40W * 9,10,35¢cm

_Inca Tech Oberon 450 integrated » MM/MC,6L,2T « hdph * 43,8,22cm * Preout, biwire

Marantz PM-700AV 450
Rose RV-23

Rotel RB98OBX 450
Technics SU-A900 Mk2 450
_Moth 30 Mono/40 459
Onix 0A21S 460
Audiolink P400 467
_NVA Control Tube CD 470
NVAA7O 470
_AMC S84 479
Arcam Delta 290 480
~Denon AVC-1530 480
Grant CD10 482

Alchemist Kraken/Pre Anni 489

NVAABO 490
_Arion Adonis (kit) 495
'DPA DSP200S 495
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125 integrated * AV * 45W o MM,5L,2T « hdph * rem * 42,16,34cm * Sounds great through front and centre channels but surround sound is very weak.

450 77 preamp « MM2L,1T * 339,26cm * You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it’s hard to criticise at the price.

109 power amp ¢ 120W « 44,12,33cm  Sound is expansive but lacks poise, control and fine detail - disappointing (tested with RCI80BX).

138 integrated * 90W = MC/MM,3L,2T = rem « 43,14,37cm * Jekyl and Hyde amplifier with a dismal-sounding phono stage but transparent CD input.
power amp ¢ 40W ¢ 5,10,35¢cm ¢ 2x monoblocks

97 integrated * 50W * MM/MC3L,1T « 75,23, 37cm * CD input sounds dead, but via MM disc this amplifier has a fresh, vibrant sound.
preamp * 4L ¢ 43,7,270cm © Available in chrome
preamp * 5L,1T
power amp * 70W ¢ Mono
preamp * A/V 8L « rem * Multiroom, bal/unbal inputs

116 integrated  75W * 4L,2T « hdph « rem < 43,9,32cm * Combines dry restraint with detail, dynamics and musical colour.
integrated « A/V ¢ 70W » MM,2L.2T « hdph * rem e 44,14 34cm

preamp © 4L

preamp * MM,3L.2T » 25,9,25cm « Stainless steel/gold finish

power amp * 60W

integrated ® 20W  4L,1T < Pre Class A integrated kit

124 preamp * 5L,1T = 22,30,8cm « Dramatic but detailed and transparent sound belies modest power rating (tested with DPA-200S).
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Propuct

AMPLIFIERS £495 - £730

£ Issue SPEcIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Unison Res. Simply Phono 495

Alchemist Kraken Anniv

499

Alchemist Kraken/Pwr Anni499

_AMC AV81 H.T. Control
_Art Audio Minuet

499
499

CR Developments Kalypso 499

Credo IMP702
Harman-Kardon AP2500
_LFD Integrated Zero
LFD Linestage LSO
'LFD Powerstage PAQ
Audiolab 8000A
Mission Cyrus 1l
Onix 0A31 -
Rotel RC990BX
Sentec PP9 RIAA MM
“Thorens TTP2000
Magnum MF125
Audiolab 8000C

NVA AP-50CD

Linn Majik-1 (Line)
Rose RV-23S

AMC CVT3030
Myryad MI120
Electrocompaniet ECP-1
Credo IMP703

Rose Scion

Linn LK100

Moth 30 Stereo/60
Naim NAIT
Stemfoort Audio SF60
Thule 1A50

KAL Magician
Pioneer VSA-701S
Rose RP-190 (Dual Mode)
Thorens TTA2000
Heybrook Integra
Adyton PSU

Tube Tech Seer Line
Harman-Kardon PA2200
Naim NAC92R
Audiolink PR401

NVA AP-50

Linn Majik-1 (Phono)
DPA Renaissance
Magnum MF300
Monrio ADN

AVI S2000MA

Fullers Pre 1
Magnum Class A
Musical Fidelity E200
Musical Fidelity E100
Art Audio Headline
“Kenwood KA-V7700
Nakamichi A2
Pioneer VSA-D802S
Sentec PP9 RIAA MC
Shearne Phase 3

NVA Power Tube

NVA The Tube
Meridian 501
Meridian 555
Bryston .4

Fullers Pre 1+
Heybrook SIG CA
Naim Hi-Cap
Shearne Phase 2
Tube Tech Seer Phono
Quad 77
Triangle TE60SE
Lecson Quattra Plus
Naim NAC72
NVA Control Tube
Bryston BP1
LFD Int. Zero (Ph)
Lynwood Opal
Meridian 562
‘Meridian 551
_Heybrook SIG MNEX
Electrocomp't ECP-1 SF
Exposure XX Super
Gamma Gemini
Marantz AV-500
Musical Fidelity E300
Naim NAP140
Audiolab 8000P
Aura CA200
Micromega Tempo |
Technics SU-C2000
Woodside SC27 Line
Michell Argo
_Quad 606
“Naim NAIT R
Sonic Link DM30
NVA A80

HI-FI CHOICE

499
499
499

499

499
500
500
500
500
500
500
515
520
520
524
525
529
530
535
538
545
549
549
549
549
549
550
550
550
550
555
569
575
579
579
583
590
593
595
595
595
599
599
599
599
599
600
600
600
600
600
619
620
620
625
625
641
649
649
649
649
649
650
650
655
670
670
673
679
685
685
695
698
699
699
699
699
699
699
700
700
700
700
705
715
718
724
725
730

preamp * MM/MC « For Simply series
integrated * 60W « MM,3L,2T  25,9,25cm « Stainless steel/gold finish
power amp * 60W * 32,9,25cm  Stainless steel/gold finish
preamp * AV * 8L,2T * As AV81 plus Dolby Pro Logic
preamp * 5L,1T
integrated ¢ 15W « 5L
integrated « 70W « 6L * 44,6,31cm
preamp © MM/MC.6L,2T « 45,11,35¢cm
integrated « 50W « 5L,1T « 30,6,37cm  Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic.
preamp * 5L,1T * 30,6,37cm e Zero feedback
power amp © 50W « 30,6,37cm © Stereo MOSFET
140 integrated « 60W « MM/MC,2L,3T « hdph « 45,8,36cm  The 8000A remains a highly disiplined and mature sounding amp. __REC'D
140 integrated « 50W « MM,5L,1T * hdph < 22,8,36cm * The classic Cyrus Il sounds convincing, masterful and musical. B'BUY
140 integrated * 60W MM/MC AL,1T « hdph 43 77,33cm
preamp » MM/MC,2L,2T hdph e rem « 44,7,33cm
preamp * MM 512 23cm * Phono step-up - MM
preamp * MM/MC 4L « Minimalist, shoebox preamp; rhytmical; warm balance. Tested with TTA2000 in Sessions.
power amp ¢ 140W « Monoblocks
97 preamp » MM/MC,2L,3T  hdph 45,8, 36cm * Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering.
integrated * 60W 5L 17 - - - o
integrated * 33W » 41,27 < hdph * 32,8,33cm  Works as preamp or integrated; multiroom capability.
preamp ¢ MM/MC 2L,2T » 33,9, 260m * Tube, separate PSU
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integrated * 60W 4L, 2. hdph « rem « 44,10,31cm * Optional MM or MC modules
preamp * MM/MC 247 16cm « Adjusts to match cartridge
integrated * 70W « MM/MC, 6L « rem * 44,6,31cm * As above, with remote
integrated « 50W ¢ MM/MC,3L,2T « 42,7, 300m e 2-box, purist design _
power amp ¢ 50W * 32,8,33cm « Stereo
power amp  60W * 5,15,35cm o Tested with 30 Passive - see comments earlier on page 113.
integrated ¢ 30W * 3L,1T * 43,56,30cm
integrated * 60W * 4L,1T * 43,8,35cm * Passive line amplifier )
integrated  50W * 4L,1T * Best used as part of Thule's balanced-line system, otherwise its performance lacks any meaty substance.
preamp ¢ 3L,1T  hdph  Tube
integrated « AV ¢ 55W ¢ MM.2L,2T,5V © hdph © rem « 42,17,42cm  Dolby Pro Logic
power amp ¢ 75W « 33,9,30cm * Low feedback monoblock mode o -
power amp * 35W Tested with TTP2000 (see above) in Sessions.
integrated * 75W » MM/MC « hdph * 77,44,30cm
PSU for Chorus, Temper, Modus
preamp  5L,1T « 35,8,25cm « Entry level, 10 yr guarantee
power amp * 70W  45,14,38cm
preamp * 5(L or T) * rem * 43,56,30cm
power amp * 100W « 43,10,37cm « Available in chrome
integrated * 60W MM/MC 5L 17
129 integrated * 33W « MM,MC,3L, ZT hdph * 32,8,33cm « The cornerstone of Linn’s modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused.
140 integrated * 40W « MM,4L,IT « hdph * 40,28, 8cm  DPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too ‘crisp ‘n dry’ for our tastes.
power amp * 180W Monoblocks
preamp * MM/MC = 14,8,36cm * Phono preamp, ext PSU
power amp * 90W
preamp * MM/5L,2T * 48,9,30cm * Optional MC stage o o
116 integrated « 60W « MM/MC,3L,1T « Lashings of rich and compelling music, but the Class A trades lushness for accuracy. REC'D
145 preamp © 5L,2T  hdph * rem  44,12,35cm « Weighty, luxuriant, but hardly scintillating. Tested with MFE300. ~
140 integrated « 70W « MM,4L,1T « hdph e rem * 44,12,35cm * Beautifully crafted with a vibrantly colourful, almost dramatic sound. REC'D
preamp * hdph e Single ended triode Class A
integrated » AV * MM,11L,1T « hdph * rem » 44,13 30cm * Pro Logic, learning remote
integrated « 50W e MM/MC 3L,2T * hdph * rem 43 12,36cm © ‘Harmonic Time Alignment”
integrated * A/V * 55W ¢ MM.2L,2T,5V  hdph * rem * 42,17,42cm e The grey sound lacks attack and confidence, undermining tension
preamp * MC * 5,12,23cm © Phono step-up - MC
power amp * 50W ¢ Can biamp with Phase 2
power amp * 60W -
integrated  60W ¢ 5L1T
145 preamp « MM,AL,T  hdph h  33,9,34cm  Tight. positive sound, but also d|spassmnate intense at high levels. Tested with 555.
145 power amp * 60W * 33,9,32cm © Tested with 501 — see comments above.
preamp * A/V ¢ 4L,1T » 48,5,25¢cm
preamp * 6L,2T » 48,9,30cm  No phono option - hard wired
preamp * MM/MC5L,2T
psue 21,76,30cm * Power supply -
mtegrated * 50W ¢ 5L ¢ MM/MC phono i/p £87 extra
preamp * MM,AL,1T » 3538,25¢cm « Tube phono stage
integrated ¢ 50W * 2L.T  33,6,30cm * Stylish remote-driven amp, bright 3 and lively. Tested in Sessions.
integrated * 70W « MM/MC,3L,1T * hdph e e
integrated « S50W « MM/MC + N/A « 44,6, 27cm e« Separate PSU o
preamp * 2MM/MC, L,2T « 21,76,30cm Ugradab\e with PSU, MC I/P ) -
preamp * MM/MC,4L,1T
preamp * AV ¢ MM or MC * 48,5,25cm * Phono stepup, bal & unbal
integrated * 50W « MM/MC,5L,1T  30,6,37cm  Phono version of Integrated Zero
integrated * 80W  7L,1T o
preamp * MM,8L,T,6D * 33,9,34cm e Digital main out. MC option S -
integrated ¢ 55W ¢« MM,AL.T « hdph * rem  33,9,34cm * MC option.
power amp ¢ 140W * Mono, uses ext SIG/DCPS PSU - :
preamp * MM/MC « 24,7,16cm * auto-adjuts, blue stone facia - o -
integrated ¢ 55W « 4L,2T * 43,85,35cm * Upgraded model
integrated * 12W « 3L = 33,23,8cm * Genuine single ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build.
preamp * AN « MM,7L,2T « rem < 42,10,34cm » Dolby Pro Logic B
power amp * 100W < 44,12,35¢cm  Tested with E200 — see comments above.
power amp * 45W « 21,76,30cm
power amp ¢ 100W * 45,8,36cm * Bi-wire speaker terminals
preamp * MM,7L,2T  hdph  rem * 43,6,34cm * Chrome finish, add £50 .
integrated « 50W * 6L,1T  hdph * 43,9,28cm * Optional MM/MC o - o
preamp  rem * 45,13,35cm  Rotary resistor attenuator . . .
preamp * 2L,1T . —
preamp * 3L,1T ¢ 33,7,19cm « 2 pairs of outputs
124 power amp * 140W 33 14,24cm * Amplifier with classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound (tested with 66).
integrated * 30W * 3L,1T « 43,56,30cm
integrated © 25W MMMC,3L,1T * 23,8,43cm
power amp * 70W * Mono
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For the enthusiast &

- DY =

The simplest and most cost

DEFLEX

SPECTRA ACOUSIiC
Dynamics PRODUCTS

Designed by Engineers - Used by Professionals

effective way to upgrade

your existing system

A. DEFLEX ACOUSTIC PANEL

You need at least 2 Deflex panels for a pair of small bookshelf speakers, 4
panels for a pair of Tannoy 6's, and at least 6 panels for larger cabinets. Deflex
panels are re-usable and transferable.

Standard Panel 28cm x 21cm £7.95 each
Small Panel (LS3/5A) 24 x 13cm £5.95 each
Sub-woofer Panel 34cm dia. £14.95 each

B. FOCULPODS

Foculpods are high performance vibration absorbing supports designed to be
placed under Compact Disc Players, Turntables, Amplifiers, Loudspeakers and
All other Audio, Video & Computer equipment. The spherical surface provides
even contact and uniform energy distribution.

Foculpods £14.95 pack of 4

C. TURNTABLE PLATTER ISOLATION MAT

This turntable mat has been carefully designed to incorporate 3 layers of Deflex
material, all of differing hardness. Top layer 25°A hardness (anti-static);
Sandwich layer 0-1°A hardness (shock absorbing); Base layer 15°A hardness
(support).

Turntable Mat 12" diameter
D. MAGNAPAD GOLD

Magnapads have been specifically designed to absorb unwanted vibrations

directed at the speaker chassis, coils & magnets and to prevent further sound
reflections of the flat surfaces.

£55.50 each

listen to the extra
detail especially

Magnapad Gold 3 (75mm dia.) £7.95 pair \ when played loud
Magnapad Gold 5 (125mm dia.) £12.95 pair 2

Magnapad Gold 7 (175mm dia.) £15.95 pair

Magnapad Gold 9 (225mm dia.) £19.95 pair

E. DEFLEX WRAP

Unwanted vibrations transmitted from the reflex ports will distort the music. To
prevent this, the only remedy is to suppress the distorted sound. Wrap's dense
composition and unequalled shock absorbing properties significantly remove
this unwanted colouration.

Wrap 28cm x 21cm x 15mm thick
F. DEFLEX SHEET

Sheet is for the enthusiast who wants to damp out resonances wherever they

are perceived to be influencing the natural sound of the system. Ribbed sheet
can be used for lining ports, etc.

£14.95 sheet

Plain Sheet - 2mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £7.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 3mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £8.95 sheet

Sheet - 4mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £9.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 6mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £11.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 8mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £13.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 5mm thick (47cm x 22cm) £27.00 sheet
Ribbed Sheet - 3mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £8.95 sheet
Ribbed Sheet - 6mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £11.95 sheet

G. ISOLATION BLOCKS

Isolation blocks are offered in a range of shapes and sizes, designed to
accomodate all types of equipment of varying weights and sizes.
Isolation Block - 43mm dia x 26mm thick £4.50 each
Isolation Block - 80mm dia x 20mm thick £8.50 each
Isolation Block - 120mm dia x 30mm thk (40mm hole) £7.50 each

Isolation Block - 75 (75mm square x 20mm) £5.50 each
Isolation Block - 115 (115mm square x 20mm) £8.50 each
Isolation Block - 150 (150mm square x 20mm) £16.50 each

H. DE-COUPLING GASKETS

De-coupling gaskets not only help isolate unwanted vibrations between
cabinets and drive units but because of the material composition provide a
perfect air-tight seal without the need to use a mastick sealant. The range is
continually expanding. Phone for details.

Gasket - KEF B110B £3.00 each
Gasket - SEAS 17cm £3.00 each
Gasket - MOREL MW 142 £3.00 each
Gasket - MOREL MW 160's £3.00 each
Gasket - SCAN-SPEAK D2008 £2.50 each
Washers 20mm & 25mm dia x 6mm thick £0.30 each
Toriodal transf. supports 120mm dia x 5mm thick £3.50 each

|. CORNER BLOCKS

Corner blocks are designed to be fitted in rectangular areas of enclosures to
prevent recurrent sound reflections - "cat's eye phenomenon.”

Corner Block- Theoretical edge 50mm £1.25 each
Corner Block- Theoretical edge 75mm £2.50 each

J. TUNEABLE PORT SYSTEM

The port system ranges from 30mm to 100mm dia. and can be built up from
30mm length onwards, in 10mm increments. Phone for full data sheet.

Port System Components from £0.75 each

* SPECIALIST SERVICES *

NOW AVAILABLE FROM
MOST GOOD HI-FI SHOPS

(Prices may vary from those shown)

ULTRA SOFT SHOCK ABSORBING LAYER

Deflex material can be used to encapsulate crossovers and other components,
etc. Telephone for further information or fax your details.

Specialist Services Filling charge £12.00 per kilo

All prices inclusive of V.A.T

For a FREE information pack and details of
all products from SPECTRA DYNAMICS

Tel (01745) 571600 Fax (01745) 570194

VISA « ACCESS « AMEX

(Please add £5.00 P&P on orders less than £50)
Talargoch Trading Estate, Meliden Road, Dyserth, Clwyd LL18 6DD

MEDIUM HARD BASE LAYER

PHONE FOR YOUR
NEAREST STOCKIST
DEFLEX ACOUSTIC PANELS "What the experts have to say..."

"...a marked improvement was obvious from the first "...the result was sharper imaging, wider dynamics
few bars of REM's Automatic for the people album..," and a more natural sound..."
Hi-Fi News & Record Review - March1994 CHOICE VERDICT
Sound Quality RN
_________________ . Value fo.r money IIEERCO
"...Deflex panels seemed to give greater tightness Hi-Fi Choice - January 1994
and control, improved internal clarity, and pitch defi-

"...But one things for sure - the Deflex panels are
nition - all without deadening the sound in any way..." no gimmick. They work..."

Audiophile - January 1994

Audio Video - November 1994

DISTRIBUTORS WORLDWIDE . U.K. Tel. (01625) 500507 - Fax. (01625) 500508 . Australia Tel (03) 429 2199 - Fax (03) 429 9309 . Austria Tel/Fax 43 7472 61529 . Belgium Tel/Fax 09 357 4937 . BENELUX Tel
076 715010 - Fax 076 714773 . Bermuda Tel 809 292 3125 Fax 809 295 8379 . Canada Tel 905 829 5858 - Fax 905 829 5388 . Cyprus Tel 02 442148 - Fax 464001 . France Tel 78 95 04 82 - Fax 78 60 76 35
Germarfy Tel 2961 51211 - Fax 2961 51640 . Greece Tel 01 246 6576 - Fax 01 246 6713 . Holland Tel 076 715010 Fax 076 714773 . Hong Kong Tel (852) 898 8111 - Fax (852) 558 0073 . Indonesia Tel/Fax 31 311
598 . Israel Tel 3 924 7524 - Fax 3 924 5117 |srael Tel 3 5407279 - Fax 3 5407438 . New Zealand Tel/Fax 0 9 849 8108 . Norway Tel 9469 1937 - Fax 755 25335 . Portugal Tel/Fax (01) 225 72 77 . Russia Tel
(095) 917 4385 - Fax (0959 917 8762 . S.Africa Tel 011 462 7290 . Singapore Tel 743 7124 - Fax 747 5330 . Spain Tel 34 3 265 82 10 - Fax 34 3 265 77 94 . Sweden Tel 0660 560 30 - Fax 0660 561 01
Switzerland Tel/Fax 6136164 66 Switzerland Tel/Fax 21 824 1175 . U S A (Ca) Tel 415669 7181 - Fax 415669 7558 . U S A (Wi) Tel 608 831 3433 - Fax 608 831 3771 . U S A (Or) Tel 503 389 6821 - Fax 503 389 5273



AMPLIFIERS £730 - £1,000

Propuct £ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

_Rega Elicit 730 integrated  70W * MM,MC,3L,1T * 43,7,25¢cm  Full dual mono P = -
Art Audio VPL 741 __preamp * 6L,2T - o - o
Audio Innovations L2 749 preamp * 4L,1T ¢ 50,12,30cm -

Audio Innovations P2MM 749 preamp * MM < 50,12,30cm * Phono stage -

‘Arcam Delta 110 750 preamp * MM/MC,2L,2T « hdph * rem * 43,7,30cm * On-board DAC, 2 inputs -

Art Audio Conductor Phono 750 preamp * MM/MC e« Separate PSU, upgradable

Audiolab 8000M 750 145 power amp  125W * 45.836cm * Strong, controlled sound; confident bass, but also colourless. Tested with 80000 - -
Bryston 2B-LP 750 power amp * A/V e 75W « 48,5 25cm * Bridgeable o

DPA 2008 750 124 power amp * 60W « 22,30,8cm * Dramatic but exceptionally detailed and transparent sound belies its modest power rating tested with DSP-200S). REC'D
_KAL Harlequin 750  preamp © MM/MC,2L,1T * hdph ® Tube o o

_Rotel RBI90BX 750 ~_power amp * 200W e 44,12,38cm a
ECA Vista S 760 145 preamp * 4L,1T » 39,10,39cm * Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fres! fresh music into your system (tested with Lectern). _ BBUY
Grant G100P 764 __preamp * MM,2L,1T

Meridian 501V 785 preamp ¢ AN ¢ MMALT hdph » 33,9,34cm < As 501, plus video switching o - . -
Michi RHC-10 795 preamp e 5L * 47,8,34cm © Passive n

AVI S2000MI 799 integrated * 100W « 4L, 1T « rem * 31,25,9cm * Includes S200RC handset - o = S
AVI S2000MP 799 preamp * 5L,1T * 31,25,9cm * includes S2000RC handset . I . -
Credo CMP004 799 preamp 6L * 44,6,31cm * 3 outputs . S

Exposure XiX 79 7grea,mp * 5L « 43,85,35cm « Line only version of XVIl - o S
_Exposure XV Super 799 integrated « 55W « MM,MC,3L,2T « 43,85,35cm -

LFD Int. Zero LE 799 __integrated * 60W * 5L,1T * 43,7,33cm I = -

PS Audio 6.1 799 ~ preamp * 4L,1T * 43,6,19cm * Qutboard PSU -

Chimera X-150C 800 preamp * 4L,1T * Balanced CD in, balanced out o

‘Chimera X-80 800 138 integrated » 80W e 4L,1T * Striking looks, powerful, but lacks ultimate dynamics. Tested in Sessions. e
Crimson CS630C 800 power amp ¢ 90W « 9,10,35¢cm - S B -

Sentec SC9 800 preamp * 4L,2T * hdph ¢ 34,7,15¢cm o - B -
Sherwood AM/AVP8500 800 AN * 230W  hdph * rem * A/V Pre/power amp

Bryston BP4 802 preamp * ANV * 4L,1T » 48,5,25cm * Balanced out _—

Heybrook SIG CAP 829 preamp e 6L,2T ¢ Lineonly

Exposure XVII 849 142 preamp * MM,MC,3L,2T  43,85,35cm * Superbly rhytmical; maybe a little overpowering in the midband. Tested with XVIIl Super in Sessions.
Exposure XVIII Super 849 142 power amp * 70W « 43,85,35cm * Tested with XVII; see comments above.

Stemfoort Audio SF100 849 integrated ¢ 100W * 4L,1T * 43,8,40cm © Passive line amplifier

Audiolab 8000PPA 850 preamp * MM/MC o 458, 36cm * Phono preamplifier _of

Michell Iso HR 879 ~_preamp * MM or MC ¢ smallcm e Phono stage gt

Moth 30 Mono/100 879 power amp * 100W e 5,15, 35cm  2x mono, separate PSU o
Shearne Phase 5 Mono 879 power amp ¢ 100W ¢ Monoblocks - bal/unbalanced — — K. - o o - =
ECA Vista HD 880 preamp * 4L,1T » 39,10,39%cm * 1 * High definition version - -
ECAlecternS 880 145 power amp * 50W * 39,10,30cm e Tested with £760 Vista S - see above for comments. - - B'BUY
ECAPrisma 880 preamp » MM,MC  39,10,23cm * Phono stepup- ek o

Woodside SC27 MM 881 __preamp * MM,2L,1T i -

Bryston BPS 889 ~ preamp * AN * MM/MC,3L.IT  48.5,25cm * MM or MC, balanced out S o = —
Dawn Audio Cmd 2 by 200 890 ~power amp * 200W « 38,11,26cm e Single monoblock - B
Meridian 562V 895 140 preamp * AV * MM,8L,T6D « 33,9,34cm « As 562, plus video switching e - REC'D
~Monrio Primus 895 _ preamp © 6L,1T * 26,8,36cm * Line only preamp

Shearne Phase 6 Pre 895 preamp * MM,6L * Bal/unbal, can use battery B

Quad 66 897 124 preamp * MM,AL,2T  rem * 33,8,26cm  Amplifier with classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound (tested with 606).
Alchemist Forseti 899 ~integrated ¢ 100W  4L,2T * 47,10,39cm S iem———

Harman-Kardon PA2400 899 poweramp * 120W « 45,16,41cm o -~ -~ ,
_PS Audio 6.2 899 preamp * MM/MC,3L,2T * 43,6,19cm  Outboard PSU - - o
PS Audio Phono Link 899 preamp ® MM/MC e 43,6,1¢ 6,19cm * Outboard PSU B .
Woodside ISA230 Disc 899 116 integrated * 30W « MM,2L,1T * Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, tho ough lacking the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound.

Woodside ISA230 Line 899 ~integrated * 30W e 4L,2T ) -

Concordant £ hilharant 900  preamp * 5L * 6 tube pre, wood case option S

Marantz SC-22 900 ~ preamp * 4L,1T  25,9,22cm * Audiophile micro compone nt o S -
Micromega Tempo 2 900 integrated * 75W « 6L,1T  hdph ¢ 43,9,28cm « Optional | MMMC . e R
Minstrel Ultra Linear 900 integrated « 26W o 31,17  38,310,16cm * Low feedback hybrid I .
Heybrook SIG /SP 922 power amp * 140W e Stereo power amp o - S

Audio Innovations P2MC 949 ~ preamp * MM/MC ¢ 50,12,30cm * Phono stage =~ o - -
LFD MC1 Phonostage 949  preamp * MC  30,7,36cm © Discrete circuit o R o -
Thule IA100 949 integrated * 100W * 4L,2T « Fully balanced operation . o e
Woodside ISA 240 - 949 ~_power amp * 40W - o e

DNM 3 Start 950 ~ preamp » MM/MC 2L,1T « 27,13,16cm « Solid core, slit foil caps -~ — -
Monrio MC-200S 950 integrated * 60W  6L,1T o 43 037cm « Simplified version of MC-20S o

Dawn Audio Prelude +50 951 preamp * MM/MC,2L,2T « 38,9,26cm  Pre out line driver

Art Audio VP1 952 preamp * MM,5L,2T - N - -
_Lynwood Ruby 985 power amp © oW . o -

Naim NAP180 987 power amp ¢ 60W * 43,76,30cm ) . ] . - -
Electrocomp’t EC1-2 990 mtegrated 50W e 3LIT » 46,i1,38cm B = o -
Conrad-Johnson PVIOAL 995  preamp * 5L * Line version of PV-10A . ¥ . . . . .
_Counterpoint Solid 1EM 995 power amp * 100W  25,6,27cm * Mono ) . —
Michi RHB-05 995 power amp * 100W e 47,8,36cm g — -~ -
_Michi RHQ-10 995 ~ preamp * MM,MC * 47,8 34cm  Phono equaliser I .

Michi RHA-10 995 ~ preamp * 5L * rem * 47,8,34cm * Active ~ .

‘Monrio MC-25 995 power amp * 80W  43,10,36cm * Dual mono construction o e =

Roksan ROK-L2.5 1995 preamp * 4L.1T « 43,8,33cm * Revised

Unison Res. Simply Two 995 148 integrated » 12W  4L,1T « 25,16,40cm * Single ended triode Class A - looks fantastic, but sound is confused.

CR Developments Romulus998 integrated * 35W ¢ 5L o I -

Linn Kairn Pro 998 “preamp 4L, 2T + 32,8,33cm * Multi-room compatible o .
_Arcam Xeta One 999 integrated * AV ® 50W » MM,5L,2T  hdph  43,13,32cm * Video switching, 5ch Dolby S

Audio Innovations Ser 800999 148 power amp * 25W « 41,15,34cm. o

‘Copland CSA14 999 integrated « 60W « MM,3L,1T * 43,13,38cm * Great sound, great looks looks, great sound - - but watch out for high capacitance cables. REC'D
Gamma Era Standard 999 preamp * MM,3L,1T * 44,17,30cm e Triode, fully regulated S - -
LFD LS1 Linestage 999 preamp ¢ 4L,1T « 48,7,33cm * Zero feedback B o . R .

LFD PAl Powerstage 999 power amp * 60W ¢ 48,7,33cm » MOSFETs, custom parts o — o

LFDPPS 999  preamp © 2L,1T  13,6,27cm * Switched attenuator, passive ) . —
Musical Fidelity F22 999 preamp ¢ 5L,1T * rem * 49,12,33cm  Optional phono/digital boa boards o

NAD Monitor 208 999 124 power amp ® 250W e Truly a beefy amplifier. o . B
Teac A-BX10 999 integrated « 100W * MM/MC,3L,2T * Balanced input o i - -
'Woodside SC27 MC 999  preamp * MC,2L,IT o _

YBA Integre Line - 999 integrated  45W * 4L,1T * 43,9,33cm . o o
Audiolab 8000Q 1,000 145 preamp * 3L,2T » hdph * rem * 45,8,36cm * Tested with £750 8000M monoblocs - see comments. -

Lumley Reference LV1
_Marantz PH-22

NVA TSS (Pre)
Sentec PA9

HI-FI CHOICE

1,000 preamp © 6L,1T * 29,44,6cm e Active valve circuit o i — e .

1,000 preamp * MC,MM « 25,9,22cm  Phono stepup . S -
1,000  preamp * 5L,1T
1,000 power amp © 60W  20,8,30cm * Monoblocks
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AMPLIFIERS £1,020 - £1,600:

Propuct £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
Aichemist Freya 1,020 preamp * 6L,1T » 31,7,30cm
_Alchemist Odin 1,020 power amp * 80W o 31 14,30cm = Stereo

Electrocomp't ECI-2SF 1,095 integrated * 50W * 3L,1T » 46,38,11cm * As EC1-2 + Blue Stone facia
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 1,095  preamp » MM/MC » 45,12,28cm * Tube/)-FET phono stage
Audio Innovs Classic 25 1,099 integrated  25W * 4L,1T * 46,15,34cm * Enclosed valves

“AVI S2000MM 1,099 power amp * 150W * 2x monoblocks - .
LFD Integrated 1 1,099 integrated * 65W ¢ MM/MC,AL,1T « 48,7,37cm * A more powerful integrated Zero -

_Musical Fidelity FX 1,099  poweramp * 90W « 49,123 387Cr11, . Bal/unt;alanceer
Tube Tech Unisis Power 1,099 power amp ¢ 30W * 35,17,27cm * Stereo power amp
 Art Audio Conductor 1,100  preamp * 6L,2T « hdph * Upgradable

Technics SE-A2000 1,100 power amp * 100W * rem * 45,19,44cm Meters, R-Core, MOS AA

_Credo CMP005 1,119 preamp © 6L * rem * Remote controlled preamp - o

_Bryston BP20 1,126 preamp * A/V * 8L,1T * 48,5,25¢cm  Balanced in/out - o N o

_Grant G50A 1,128 power amp * 60W ¢ Monoblocks S - - -

Arion Eros Line Mk II 1,150  preamp * 4L,1T * Dual mono construction

Michell Alecto Stereo 1,150 power amp * 50W ¢ 32,20,36cm o - -
Bryston 3B-NRB 1,159 power amp * ANV * 150W » 48,13 23cm * Bridgeable, balanced & unbalanced

_Counterpoint SA-1000E 1,195  preamp * MM/MC,3L,1T « 49, 12 2.32cm
Counterpoint Solid 8E 1,195 preamp * 3L,1T * 49,6,27cm
Audio Innovs Ser 500 1,199 integrated  25W  MM,3L,2T « 41,15,34cm

_Audio Innovs Ser700 1,199 116 integrated « 25W ¢ 4L 1T « 41, 15 34cm « Turns the roughest of digital sounds into understated and graceful music. - - ___RECD
_Tube Tech Prophet 1,199 preamp * 4L,1T * 35,8,25¢cm * Two box pre, separate PSU

YBA 3 Power o 1,199 72 power amp * 45W  439,33cm e Tested with £1250 3 Pre - see below for comments.

YBAlIntegre 1,199 121 integrated * 45W  MM,AL,1T « 43,9,33cm * Audiophile s spec ¢ French mtegrared with good resolution and nice phono stage.

Aura PA200 1,200  poweramp * 110W « 43,10,34cm Balg@eg & unbalanced in

Chimera X-150P 1,200 power amp * 150W * MOSFET, balance, bridgable - - o -
_Chimera X-100 1,200 integrated  100W ¢ 4L,1T * Qutboard PSU, s/steel & chrome

Fullers A10 1,200 power amp ¢ 10W « 48,13,30cm « Single ended Class A .

“Conrad-Johnson PV-10A 1,250 139 preamp * MC,4L * Fabulous preamplifier. Beautiful i imaging, superb detail, , classy build quality. Tested in Statements.

Woodside MAS0 Class A 1,224 power amp * 50W * 1 channel monoblock

Copland CTA-301 1,250 preamp * MM,3L,1T « 43,13,38cm * Tube, soft start

_Lumley Reference ST40 1,250 power amp * 40W « 30,40,17 * Pentode

M cromegaAmp 1,250  poweramp ¢ 100W * 43,9,28cm - S - -
Micromega Tempo P 1,250  preamp © 7L,1T * hdph * 43,9,28cm * Optional MM/MC

YBA3Pre 1,250 72 preamp © MM ,3L,1T = 43,9,33cm * See-through, ethereal stereo images, but more convincing towards centre of soundstage (tested with £1,199 3 Pwr).
Mclntosh MC7100 1,259 power amp * 100W « 45,9,54cm * System controller o o

Bryston THX3B 1,262 power amp * A/ ¢ 150W « 48,13,23cm * 2 channels, THX approved S

Adyton CHORUS 1,295 preamp * MC » 44,3 25cm * RIAA phono stage - . - — o —
Magnum MAS00 1,295 power amp * 280W e Monoblocks - -

“Arion EOS Export Mk Il 1,299 power amp * 18W * With volume control
_NVATIS 1,300 integrated * 60W « 5L,1T

Electrocomp't | EC 4 line 1,315 preamp © 5L,2T « 48,9,23cm « inc XLR balanced infout
Classe Audio Audio 30 1,320 preamp * MM/MC,AL,1T » 48,7,28cm

Woodside STA35 1,323 100 power amp * 35W o Synerg/st/c with SC26, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More poise than grunt (tested with SC26).

Michell Argo HR 1,339 preamp * 3L,1T « 36,8,22cm * 2 pairs outputs

Arion Eros Phono Mk Il 1,350 preamp * 3L,1T * Dual mono construction

Art Audio Quintet 1,393 109 power amp * 15W e Switchable triode, ultralinear output stage In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprisingly gutsy. _RECD
Sonic Frontiers SFL-1 1,395 preamp  4L,2T * 45,12,28cm  Tube/FET hybrid line stage - o S
_Linn Kairn Preamp 1,398 preamp * MM, MC 3L,2T * 32,8,32cm * Multi-room compatible - B o

Arion Triton Mk Il 1,399 power amp ¢ 10W e Triode, volume control o

Arion Elektra Export Mk~ 1,399 integrated * 18W » 4L,1T » Class Avalve amp
Classe Audio Audio 70 1,399 power amp * 75W « 48,12,30cm * Single ended, balanced

Musical Fidelity A1000 1,399 integrated * 50W « MM/MC,3L,1T » 49,13, 36cm | * Separate PSU -
Shearne Phase 1 Pre Ref 1,399 Qrearmg MM/MC,5L,2T » Owners of old non-ref model can have their amps upgraded

Tube Tech Unisis Sup Line 1,399 integrated  30W * 4L,1T * 35,17,27cm « Line level version of Unisis

‘Tube Tech Unisis 1,399 integrated « 30W « MM,3L,1T  35,17,27cm * One tube phono stage N - R

Exposure XIV 1,400 preamp * MM,MC,3L,2T » 48,8,30cm * Needs 9 power supply - o

Copland CTA-501 1,420 power amp ¢ 30W < 2L < 43,18 38cm © Tube, has vol control S - -
Woodside SC25 Line 1,420 preamp * 2L,2T o
_Papworth TVAS0 1,425 power amp  50W * 43,19,33cm  Tube stereo o - a - o

Arion Talos Line Mk Il 1450 integrated » 10W * 4L,1T « Triode Class A valve amp o

Mclntosh C712 1479 preamp 6L, 2T « hdph * rem * 45,945cm * System controller

_ECA Lectern HD 1,480 power amp * 50W e 39,10,23cm ngMmMm version S S o

Electrocomp’t EC-3MM 1,485 7pmp7MM AL,2T » 489,23cm * Balanced XLR in/out - -

_Copland CTA-401 1,495 integrated » 30W « MM,3L,1T « 43,18,38cm * Tube push/pull ultra-linear

_Counterpoint SA100E 1,495 power amp * 100W  Hybrid
Counterpoint Solid 1E 1,495 _power amp ¢ 100W * Mono

Dynavector P100 1495 preamp « MM,MC * 44,6,22cm » Phono stepup - - R S .
_Roksan ROK-S1.5 1,495 power amp ¢ 70W ,, o B . —_— T

Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 Sig 1,495 preamp * MM/MC < 45,12,28cm  Tube/)-FET phono stepup
Unison Res. Simply Four P 1495 integrated * 24W » 4L,1T » 35,16,40cm e Single ended Pentode . B o =
Art Audio Integra 1,499 integrated * 30W * 5L,2T « Class A Pentode . -

_LFD Phonostage MC2 1,499 preamp * MC * 30,7,36cm * Hand tuned MC1 o B

_Minstrel Partridge 1,499 integrated * 26W  3L,1T * 38,31,16cm  Zero feedback hybrid o =

PS Audio 100 Delta 1,499 power amp * 120W = 42,15, 350m S o

Audio Note Oto SE 1,500 126 integrated = 24W « MM/MC,AL,1T « Transparent, dynamic, clear and subte, but limited power. ~ RECD
DNM 3A Start 1,500  preamp * MM/MC,2L,1T « 27,13,16cm o
Lumley Reference PV1 1,500 preamp * MM,5L,1T * Phono ) version of LV1 - B )
_Tesserac TAADA 1,500  preamp * MM/MC - .

Tesserac TALA 1500  preampe5LIT - - -

_Thorens TRP3000 1,500 preamp * MM/MC  Phono stepup, valve - -

Alchemist Genesis 1525 power amp ¢ 110W e 25,14,30cm * Pair monoblocks P S -

Grant G100AMS 1,528 poweramp ¢ 100W S - o )
~Naim NAP135 1,529 power amp * 70W « 43,76,30cm —_ . = -

Naim NAP250 1,529 power amp * 70W * 43,76,30cm

Unison Res. Simply Four T 1,545 integrated « 11W « 4L lT " 35,16,40cm * Single ended triode Class A
_Triangle Nemo Allion 02 1,550 integrated » 80W < 5L,2T
Electrocomp't EC-4 SFL 1565  preamp  5L,2T » 48,9,23cm * XLR in/out, blue stone facia

EAR 859 1,595 integrated * 13W 6L * 40,40,15cm e« Single ended valve -

Monrio MC-205 1595 integrated ® 80W * 6L,1T * 43,10,36cm * Inc pre-out sockets

EAR834 1,599 integrated * 50W « 6L * 40,40,15cm * Valve -
Exposure XVIIl (pr) 1,599 power amp * 65W  43,85,35cm * Upgraded 2x monoblocks B
LFD Linestage LS2 1,599 preamp e 4L,1T « 48,7,37cm * Hand tuned LS1

_LFD Powerstage PA2 1,599 poweramp ¢ 75W ¢ 48 7,33cm * Hand tuned PA1 . .

Marantz MA-22. 1,600 power amp * 50W * 23,9,22cm = Audiophile monoblock x2 ) B
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AMPLIFIERS £1,650 - £2,997

REC'D

Propuct £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

_Arion Talos Phono Mk Il 1,650 integrated * 10W » MM,3L,1T  Triode Class A phono amp . _—

~Michi RHB-10 1,650  power amp ¢ 200W * 47,19,37cm N .

_Art Audio Concerto 1,669 power amp e 50W * 2x mono triode/pentode

Counterpoint SA-2000E 1,695 preamp * 4L,2T = 49,12,33cm

Monrio Cento HP 1,695 power amp * 135W « 43,10,36cm * Dual mono, high current S

Sonic Frontiers SFS-40 1,695 power amp © 40W e 40, 18 32cm e Stereo tube power amp N

_Classe Audio Audio 4L 1,697 preamp * 5L,1T « 48,9,34cm * Remote option o - S o - N

Credo PMP154 1699 power amp * 150W * 44,16,31cm o — R B
1,699 power amp * 30W e Class A power amp
1,699 56 preamp * MM,3L,1T « 43,9,33cm « Superb finish, good space and transparency. Needs transformer for MC cartridges (tested with £2,150 2 Pwr).

Classe Audio Audio 4 1,735 preamp * MM/MC,AL,1T « 48,9,34cm * Remote option

Audio Innovs First Audio 1,749

power amp ¢ 7.5W e 41,15,34cm

_ATC SCA2 1,750 preamp  6L,2T « rem * 44,36,10cm < Balanced & unbalanced in/out o

DNM PA1 1,750 power amp  45W < 27,13,18cm e Triwire output - o -

LFD Lmestage LS2P 1,750 preamp * MM/MC,4L,1T » 48,7,37cm * As LS2 with phono stage -

Unison Res. Mystery One 1,750 preamp * 4L,1T ¢ For Smart 845

Bryston 4B-NRB 1,756 power amp * A/V * 300W * 48,13,39cm  Bridgable, bal & unbalanced . S e —

_Adyton TEMPER 1,795 preamp * MC,2L « 44,3 25cm Phono & line source preamp

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 1,795 126 integrated  50W = 4L,2T * 45,19,43cm * Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average.

Sonic Frontiers SFL-1 Sig 1,795

_Audio Innovs Ser 1000 1,799
Tesserac TAHA 1,800
Electrocomp’t EC-3MC 1,810
Bryston 7B-NRB 1815
Audio Research LS-3 1,845
Arion Tycho Pwr Mk Il 1,850
_Bryston THX4B 1,858
_Linn Klout 1,895
_Musical Fidelity F15 1,899
_Naim Super-Cap 1,909
Bryston THX7B 1917
“Woodside SC26 Phono

preamp * 4L,2T » 45,12,28cm » Tube/FET hybrid line stage

power amp * 50W « 41,15 J4em = Meroblocks

preamp * MC, * hdph

preamp ¢ MC,4L,2T « 489, 23cm * XLR |n/out adj MC |nput

power amp * AV ¢ 500W * 48,13,39cm * Single monoblock
preamp © 5L,1T « 48,14,26cm 1 direct input

power amp * 50W < Pure Class A B

power amp « A/V « 300W « 48,13,39cm « 2 channels, THX approved
power amp ¢ 80W * 32,833cm Stereo tri-wire connectors

power amp ¢ 100W * 49,19,38cm « Bal/unbalanced in/hybrid
43,76,30cm  Power supply

power amp * AV« 500W * 48,13,39cm * 1 channel, THX approved

preamp * 5L * 10 tubes, 2 line out, ext PSU

power amp * 70W * 36,46,18cm  Switchable triode/pentode
“power amp ¢ 100W e 32,20,36cm

power amp * 100W

Concordant Exquisite 1,950
Lumley Reference ST70 1,950
_Michell Alecto Mono 1,989
Counterpoint NPS-100E 1,995
Dynavector L100 1,995

preamp * 3L,2T * 44,6, 24cm « Line preamp

Electrocomp’t EC-3MM SF 1,995

preamp * MM,4L,2T « 48,9,23cm  XLR in/out, blue stone facia
preamp * MM,MC  For Mystery/Perf/Absolute

1,931 100 preamp * MM/MC,3L,2T « Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35)

preamp 6(L or T) » rem * 43,76,30cm
integrated * 50W © 4L,1T Pure Class A integrated

power amp * 50W e« 43,18 38cm * Switchable tetrode/triode
preamp © 4L,1T « 48,7 37cm * Balanced LS?2

power amp * 90W « 30,7,37cm ¢ Mono PA2

preamp © GL 20« hdph e rem * Separate PSU, mono

Unison Res. Phono One 1,995
Naim NAC82 1,997
Arion Tycho Int Mk II 1,999
Copland CTA-504 1,999
LFD Linestage LSB 1,999
'LFD Powerstage PA2M 1,999
Art Audio Conductor Export 2,000
Thorens TRA3000 2,000

Electrocomp’t AW100DMB 2,030
_Electrocomp’t EC-3MC SF 2,075

power amp IOOW » 48,13,36cm © High current (80A)
~preamp * MC,AL,2T « 48,9,23cm  XLR in/out, blue stone facia
preamp © 4L,2T 44,5125cm * Line control amp

preamp ¢ MM, 5L,3T * hdph e rem ¢ Multi-room, balanced out
preamp * 8L * hdph * rem e Retro style valve pre

integrated  100W » 5L,2T « 45,13 36cm  High current (80A)

_Adyton MODUS 2,095
Mcintosh C38 2,095
Mclntosh C22 2,099
Electrocomp’t EC1-1 2,100
YBA 2 Power

Electrocomp’t AW100DMB 2,175
Credo PMP102 2,181

Bryston 8B-NRB 2195

2,150 56 power amp * 70W « 43 9, 330m « Superbly finished, but with slightly softened bass (tested with £1,699 2 Pre).

power amp * 100W * 48,13,36cm * High current, blue stone facia
power amp * 100W * 44,21,31cm « Class A power amp
~ power amp * A/V * 150W « 48,13,39cm e 4 channels, bridgeable

Counterpoint SA-3000E 2,195
_Exposure IV 2,199

Shearne Phase 1 Power R 2,199

Mclntosh MC7108 2,249
Audio Research LS-3b 2,250

Conrad-Johnson PV-12L 2,250
Roksan ROK-L1.5 2,250
PS Audio 200 Delta 2,279
Mclntosh MC7150 2,295
Classe Audio Audio 10 2 1299
Matisse Fantasy 2,300
NVA TCS 2,300
Electrocomp't EC1-1 SF 2,350
Adyton OPERA 2,395
Classe Audio Audio 5L Il 2,395
Bryston THX88 2,400
Marantz MA-24 2,400
Audio Research V160 2,430
_PS Audio 200b Delta 2,490
Counterpoint Solid 20 2495
Art Audio Tempo 2,499

Audio Innovs Ser 1000SE 2,499

preamp * MM/MC,4L,2T  49,12,33cm e Separate PSU o
power amp * 80W  48,13,35¢cm e Fully regulated o -
power amp * 100W e Owners of old non-ref model can have their amps upgraded

_power amp * AN * 40W « 45,16,51cm © 8 channel (5-way) 8x45 watts

preamp © 5L,1T 48,&26cm * 1 direct input
preamp © 5L  Line version of PV-12
preamp * 4L,1T « 43,8,33cm .
power amp ¢ 200W « 42,1545cm - R
power amp * 150W . R s
power amp * 125W « 48,17,42cm * Single ended, bal bridgable
preamp * AV« 6L, 2T o Line stage.

integrated ¢ 70W * 5L,1T

integrated  100W * 5L,2T « 45,13,36cm  High current, blue stone facia . -
integrated ¢ 50W MM/MC 3L,2T  21,33,13cm « Optional phono

~ preamp * 5L,1T « 48,1543cm Remote > option
power amp * AV ¢ 150W « 48,13,39cm © 4 channels, THX approved
power amp * 30W ¢ 21,17,36cm e Class-A monoblock x2

~ power amp ¢ 35W ¢ Sl,m;e,g,n,ded tube mono . -
power amp ¢ 200W « 42,15,45cm

~ power amp * 200W « 49,17,49cm © Hybrid
power amp * 30W « 2x mono Class A triode .
power amp ¢ 50W < 41,1534cm e Silver circuit board =

Gamma Rhythm 2,499 integrated  22W « MM,3L * 38,30,21cm © Single ended phono integrated .
Credo PMP252 2,509 power amp * 250W « 44,21 31cm o
EAR 802MC 2,599 63 preamp « MM/MC,2L,2T « Tested with £3,499 509 Mk Il - see comments o
Tube Tech Genesis 2,599 power amp * 100W  35,15,27cm * 2x monoblocks o o

Papworth M100 2,645 power amp * 100W ¢ 25,17,38cm * Tube monoblock - .

Classe Audio Audio 51l 2,657 preamp * MM/MC,4L,1T « 48,15,43cm  Remote option . I
Mclintosh MC7104 2,129 power amp * ANV ¢ 100W « 45,16,51cm * 4 channels N
Conrad-Johnson PV-12 2,750 preamp * MC,AL » Tube o

Meridian 601 2,750 preamp MM 41T  hdph * rem ¢ DSP tone control, MC option- - S
Audio Research SP9 Il 2,850 preamp * MM/MC,4L,2T  48,14,26cm * Hybrid o R
McIntosh MC150 2,855 power amp  150W e 45,14,45cm © Blue meters R . "
Audio Research PH-2 2,895 preamp ® MM/MC « 48,14, 26cm © Balanced . -
Sonic Frontiers SFS-80 2,895 power amp ¢ 80W ¢ 45,22 35cm e Stereo tube power amp B .
PS Audio 250 Delta 2,980 power amp * 250W e 42,15,45cm ¢ Monoblocks . .
Counterpoint NPS-200E 2,995 power amp * 200W e« Rated at 4 Ohms, hybrid o -
Unison Res. Smart 845 2,995 power amp * 24W e Single ended triode monoblocks - -

Audio Research LS-2 1l 2,997 preamp ® 5L.1T « 48,14,26cm « 1 direct input/hybrid .
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AMPLIFIERS £3,050 - £9,968:

Probuct

DNM 3B Twin E
_MclIntosh C39
_Mclintosh MC7300
_Lumley Reference M120 3,200
NVA TDS 3,200

Mcintosh C40 3,239

3,050

3,129 preamp * AN * MM, 10L (6 Vid) =
3,195

£ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

preamp * MM/MC,AL,1T « 27,13,16cm

hdph * rem « 45,17,45cm * Two zone, THX compatable
power amp * 300W

power amp ¢ 120W ¢ 29,44,18cm 2xmono, triode/pentode

power amp * 70W ¢ ‘Mono

preamp * MM, 6L, 3T « hdph * 45,14,45cm « Balanced in/out

Audio Research D-200 3,248 power amp * 110W  48,14,31cm * Single ended, balanced
Audio Innovs 2nd Audio 3,299

power amp * 15W 41,15 34cm  Monoblocks

_Audio Research V35 3,355 “power amp * 30W * 48,18 37cm * Balanced in, hybrid -

Audio Research LS-2b Il 3,398 preamp * 5L,1T « 48,14,26cm « 1 balanced direct input/hybrid

_Adyton CORDIS 1.6 3,399 power amp * 120W * 459,35cm * Stereo power amp

Classe Audio Audio 15 3,399 power amp * 175W « 48,19,42cm  Single ended, bal bridgable

~Mcintosh MC7106 3425 poweramp * AN ¢ 100W * 45,16,51cm * Six x 100w THX amp

Mark Levinson 29 3,450 _power amp * 50W . B

Grant G350A 3,455 power amp ¢ 350W

Classe Audio Audio 6L 1| 3,469 preamp * 5L,1T « 48,15,43cm  Remote option, sep PSU

EAR509MkIl 3,499 63 power amp * 100W » 36,20,25cm * Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with £2,599 802).  REC'D
_Conrad-Johnson Prem 11A3,500 power amp * 70W « Baby Premier 8 a - .

_Matisse Reference 3,500 preamp ¢ AN * MM/MC,5L,2T o .

_Art Audio. Mae§trg B 3,524 power amp ¢ 100W * 2x mono triode/pentode - =

_Counterpoint SA4 3575 power amp  140W  Hybrid .

Mcintosh MC275 3595  poweramp ¢ 75W e Classic valve amp

Electrocomp’t AW250DMB 3,620 power amp * 250W « 48,22,45cm « High current (100A) - -

'DNM 3B PrimusE 3,630 preamp * MM/MC,AL1T « 27,13,16cm o

 KAL Empress 3,660 preamp * MM//MC,2L,1T * hdph  Tube -

Krell KSA-50s 3,690 141 power amp * 50W * 48,22,40cm * Sustained Plateau Bias B'BUY
NVA TSS (Power) 3,700 power amp ¢ 70W B -

~Mclntosh MA6800 3,735 integrated * 150W  hdph * rem 45,18 51cm o ‘Blue meters -

"YBA1Pre 3,750 62 preamp * MC,4L,1T « 439,33cm * Tested with £4,250 1 Pwr - see below for comments. o REC'D
_Grant G200AMS 13,760 power amp * 200W  Monoblocks .

Mcintosh MC300 3,765 power amp * 300W  45,16,46cm e« Bridgable to 600w, blue meters .

Sonic Frontiers SFL-2 3795 preamp * 41,2T * 45,12,33cm * Tube, dual mono, balanced -
Classe Audio Audio 61l 3,817 preamp * MM/MC,4L,1T « 48,15,43cm * Remote option, separate PSU N o

“Papworth M200 3825 power amp ¢ 200W * 46,20,31cm * Tube monoblock
_Conrad-Johnson Prem 10 3,900 preamp * 5L © Line version of Premier 7B

_Electrocomp’t AW2500MB 3,980 power amp * 250W * 48,45,22cm  High current stereo, stone facia

Counlerpoint SA-5000E 3,995 preamp * MM/MC,AL,2T * 49,12,27cm  Separate PSU

Counterpoint SA-9 3,995  preamp * MM/MC « 49,12,37cm « Phono stepup

‘Dynavector HX1.2 3,995 power amp * 130W e 44,13,37cm < High current capability

~Mark Levinson No 38 3,995 preamp © 6L,2T * rem © Fully remote, balanced -

Gamma Space Reference 3,999 power amp * 18W « 3L 43,22, 31cm « Line integrated -

Gamma Era Reference 3,999 _preamp * MM,3L « 44,17,30cm © Single Triode

Musical Fidelity F18 3,999 power amp ® 220W 49,19,67cm * Bal/unbalanced in/hybrid -

Tube Tech Synergy 1 3,999 integrated « 150W e 5L,1T, * rem * 47,18,47cm * Bias monitor, soft-start - -
Exposure XVI 4,000 power amp ¢ 125W 48,13,350m « Pair of regulated monoblocks - -
_Counterpoint Nat Progress 4,125 power amp ¢ 150W * Mono, hybrid

Krell KRC-2s 4,190 141 preamp  6L,1T * rem © 487 ,36cm © Opt MM/MC stage B'BUY
Electrocomp’t AWI8OMB 4,200 power amp * 180W ¢ 28,29, 48cm « High current, price per pair - -

DNM PA2BE 4,250 _power amp * 90W « 27,13,18cm e Triwire output

YBA 1 Power 4,250 62 power amp * 85W * 43,14,33cm < Well finished pre/power amp with front rank imaging and transparency (tested with £3,750 1 Pre). ~_RECD
_ KAL Emperor 4375 power amp * 9W < Single ended tube Class A B N

Counterpoint NPS-400E 4,395 power amp * 400W e« Rated at 4 Ohms, hybrid

Electrocomp’t AW180MB 4,430 power amp * 180W e 28,29,48cm « High current, price per pair, stone facia -
_LFD Disc Preamp 4,499 preamp © MC * 30,5. 36cm « Battery powered

Roksan ROK-M1.5 4,500 power amp ¢ 160W « 48,11,34 « Pair of monoblocks

_Unison Res. Perf One 4500 integrated  25W  4L,1T * Single-ended triode

Classe Audio Audio 25 4,639 power amp * 250W « 48,20,53cm * Single ended, balanced bridgeable

EARS19 4,699 power amp * 100W e 43,14,20cm * Valve monoblock x1

Jadis JPL B 4,720 preamp © 5L, 17 « 43,17, 30cm * Tube -

Jadis JPP-200 4778 preamp < 4L,1T

DNM3BSxE 4780 preamp © MM/MC 4L,1T « 27,13,16cm

_Audio Research D-300 4,800  power amp ¢ 160W e« 48,18, 33cm « Single ended, balanced o

Naim NAC52 5,006 _preamp * 6 (see note) * rem * 43,76,30cm * Optional phono board

DNMPA2BS 5250 power amp * 90W * 27,13,18cm  Triwire output

Jadis DEFY-7 5290  poweramp * 100W 49,23 63cm * Tube

Tesserac TAP-A 5,300 preamp * MM,3L,2T

_Mcintosh MC2600 5,395 power amp * 600W

Mark Levinson 27.5 5,399 _power amp * 100W S o S -
“Sonic Frontiers SFS-160 5495 power amp * 160W * 45,22,35cm * Twin tube monoblocks

'CAT SL1 Sig line 5,500 preamp * 3L,1T * 31,48,14cm * 2 outputs, valve o - - - -

Audio Research VT130 5,600 power amp * 65W « Stereo tube, balanced

DNM PA2BS-1 5,650 power amp * 90W ¢ 27,13,18cm e Triwire output - N N

Audio Research LS-511 5,690 preamp  5L,1T « 48,14,30cm * Full balanced in/out - . - .

Jadis JA-30 5,760 60 power amp * 30W ¢ 21,21,46cm * French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange (tested with £5,978 JP30). ~ REC'D
_Krell KSA-100s 5,843 power amp © 100W e 48,22,50cm e Sustained Plateau Bia

_Jadis JP-30MC 5978 60 preamp » MM/MCAL.1T « French tubes; JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with £5,760 JA30). REC'D
_CAT SL1 Sig phono 6000 preamp « MM,2L « 31,48,14cm * 2 outputs, valve

MclIntosh MC500 6,265 _power amp ¢ 500W 45 27,51cm « Blue meters

Mark Levinson No 385 6,495 preamp * 6L,2T * rem * Special Edition, balanced e

Audio Research D-40011 6,600 power amp ¢ 200W * 48,23,33cm « Single ended, balanced

Conrad-J Evolution 20 SP 6,700

Krell KRC-HR 6,949
EAR 549 - 6,999
EAR (88

Conrad-Johnson Prem 12 7,000
Tesserac TAMP-60 7,350

6,999  preamp * MM/MC,3L,2T » Valve

preamp * MC,AL * Poor man's Premier 7B

preamp  6L,1T  rem * 48,7,36cm = Opt MM/MC stage
power amp © 200W * 43,27,22cm « Valve monoblock x1
power amp ¢ 140W * Monoblock pair B
power amp * 60W ¢ 2x Monoblocks

~Mark Levinson 23.5 7,399
Classe Audio Audio M-700 7,690
Matisse Ref Monoblocks 7,800
Jadis JP-S2 7,900

power amp * 200W

power amp * 700W « 48,19,44cm « Single ended, balanced monoblock
power amp * 115W « Switchable triode (40watt)
preamp * 6,1T

power amp * 200W * 48,22,54cm * Sustained Plateau Bias

power amp * 300W e 48,22,62cm * Sustained Plateau Bias

Krell KSA-200s 7987
Counterpoint NPM-E 8,995 power amp * 150W « 49,18,49cm « Twin monoblocks
Krell KSA-300s 9,500
Jadis JA-80 9912 power amp * 60W ¢ 23,26,58cm * Tube, 1x monoblock
Classe Audio M-1000 9,968
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AMPLIFIERS £11,000+, CABLES £1 - £45

Propuct £ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Conrad-Johnson Prem7B 11,000Col preamp * MCAL < The 7 is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. REC'D
Mcintosh MC1000 11,215 wer amp * 45,27,51cm * Pair 1KW monoblocks, blue meters - -

Jadis JP-80MC 11,250 preamp * MM/MC,AL,1T -~ I
‘Adyton CORDIS 3B 11,950 power amp * 290W * 49,39,43cm « Reference 2x dual mono

“Unison Res. Absolute 845 11,995 integrated © 40W * 4L,1T  Parallel S-E845 triode N
Gamma Rhythm Ref 11,999 power amp * 30W * 29,21,53cm * Single ended Class A, stereo
Lumley Reference M500 12,000  power amp * 35,80,30cm * 2xmono, triode/pentode

KAL Conqueror 12500 integrated « 30W « MM/MC3LIT —

CATJL1 13,500 power amp ¢ 200W B
Audio Research V1150 14,940 power amp  130W * 37,31,56cm * 2 x monoblocks, tube I N

Jadis JA-200 . 15,518 power amp * 160W * 26,23,58cm * Tube, monoblock (four boxes) . - — -

Mark Levinson 20.6 15,790 power amp * 100W * Monoblocks, Class A

'EAR P52 15,999 preamp * MM/MC,AL,2T « Valve - - - B ,
EAR Yoshino P52 15999 preamp * MM/MC,4L.2T « Valve

"Cables

ables are not accessories, butan  are used. Coaxial means that there is a central 'hot' K

integral part of a system. conductor and a shield that carries the negative signal. ey .

Inevitably some cables are Stranded cables have multiple strands and solid core use loudspeaker; interconnect; )
greater than others. The best cable for your system will only  individually insulated strand(s). digital, electrical; digital, optical ......... these are the different
be found through trial and error, but by combining our M Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and types of cable
Recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up are traditionally coaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They this information is followed by. .
with something suitable. Generally speaking, budget to come in optical and electrical varieties, the former being for loudspeaker cables ...........construction type, materials used,
spend about ten per cent of the total system cost on cables.  made of plastic or glass. The prices shown are for a capacitance (high, med. or low)
M Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect source terminated linear metre. for analogue interconnects .......... construction type and topology,
components to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables B Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and . materials used
in this section are priced for a one metre terminated pair. speaker. Our prices are for a terminated five metre pair for digital interconnects ............... type of cable (elec. or optical),
B Symmetrical indicates where a twisted pair of conductors  unless otherwise indicated. ....materials used, impedance in Ohms

Probuct £ IsSuE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

QED 42 Strand Loudspeaker cable * stranded * med  low * copper * PVC outer, figure-of-8

speaker cable » stranded * copper * low intrusion budget cable

Cable Talk Flat One
Cable Talk Theatre 2 speaker cable « stranded * copper * entry level for AV purposes
Ixos 603 ~ Loudspeaker cable  stranded e copper

1

2

2
iy

QED Fl-4 2 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * med  low * copper * Flat construction, poly outer outer

2

2

3

3

Loudspeaker cable * stranded © low * low * copper ¢ PVC outer, fig-of-8

QED Qudos 145 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * low * low * OFHC copper * Polyethylene cover
Cable Talk Talk 3 speaker cable * stranded * copper * budget hi-fi cable

Ixos 601 3 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * OFC * 6 core

QED 79 Strand

QED RI-4
Cable Talk Overture 2

3 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * med © low * copper * 4-core, round construction

4 speaker cable © stranded e ccpper
Heybrook Heywire 4 109 Loudspeaker cable  solid core * copper ® This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven.
Cable Talk Talk 3 Biwire 5 speaker cable * copper © 4 conductors, 6N
Cable Talk Talk 4 5 speaker cable ® stranded * copper

5

5

5

6

Ixos 604 9 _ Loudspeaker cable * stranded * copper ® Bi-wire — -

_Ixos 602 - ~ Loudspeaker cable © stranded * OFC ® 12 core e -

“QED Qudos Profile 8 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * OFHC e Flat 8-core OFHC poly

Cable Talk Concert2 speaker cable * stranded * copper * Signal Return Flow System B k o

Cable Talk Talk 4 Biwire 9 speaker cable © stranded * copper * 4 conductors, 6N R

If your product is missing from our Dlrectorprlease fax or write to us quoting the brand, model and relevant details. - S R .
Mission Quartet 9 Loudspeaker cable * solid core * copper ¢ 4-conductor OFC solid core —

Sonic Link First Mains 10 Mains cable * stranded ¢ 12A e silver plated copper * PTFE insulated N

Arion LS0.5 12 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * silver * Priced per meter -
Cable Talk Concert 4 12 speaker cable * stranded  copper 4 conductor version of Concert - - -
DNMDIG75 18 Digital, electrical * copper ® Non-coaxial — sae .
QED Digiflex 19 108 Digital, electrical * coaxial  stranded  copper * A top perforance, low-loss 75 0hm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality. B'BUY
DNMDIGSI00 20 Digital, electrical * coaxial * coppgrfiii o .

'DNM DIG100 20 Digital, electrical * copper * Non-coaxial

DPA Opti-link 20 108 Digital, optical  plastic * Very similar to Bandridge ALS60; sound is lacklustre — —

Ixos 104 20 Interconnect e coaxial © stranded ¢ OFC e 24 Karat plugs . -

Ixos 603/10 20 “Loudspeaker cable © stranded * copper © » Unterminated

‘Mission Stranded 20 109 Loudspeaker cable  stranded  copper * This Swedish made cable proveda real fit with our listeners — a slick performer and Best Buy upgrade. B'BUY
Sonic Link Pure Mains 20 Mains cable © stranded * 3A « HPMC e PTFE insulated - . - - o
QEDP2Gold 22 Interconnect » Symmetrical » stranded * OFHC copper - o
QED Incon P1 Gold 23 _Interconnect  Symmetrical  stranded * OFHC copper

Cable Talk Improved 2/CD 25 Interconnect  Symmetrical © coaxial * solid core * copper * Entry level phono-phono

DNM ML125UK 25 Mains cable * solid core * 13A * High purity copper S S

Ixos 105 25 Digital, electrical ® 750hms © copper * OFC screen B - o -

QED Optiflex 25 _ Digital, optical  plastic fibre I

QED Incon P2 Seold 25 Interconnect © coaxial * stranded * OFHC copper

"QED Incon P1 Seold 26 Interconnect ¢ Symmetrical © coaxial * stranded * OFHC copper

'DPA Digi-link 28 108 Digital, electrical * coaxial * stranded * 75 Ohms * copper * Can seem s slightly impassive but there’s no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound. B'BUY
Arion LS1 30 Loudspeaker cable  stranded e silver * Priced per meter o - - -

_Chord Chrysalis 30 Interconnect e stranded * copper . . - o

‘Sonic Link Super Mains 30 ‘Mains cable  strande 0A < silver plated copper * PTFE insulated

“Sonic Link Light Brown 30 108 Digital, electrical * coaxial * 750hms * PTFE © Deviates from the 75 Ohm standard a and | provides an unbalanced sound. - - .
vdH MV Videolink 75 30 108 Digital, electrical « coaxial * 75 Ohms * copper * An AV-cum-digital cable that nearly beats QED’s Digiflex, but emphasises sibilants. ___REC'D
Chord Codac 32 108 Digital, electrical  coaxial * stranded ¢ 750hms  copper ¢ A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration.

QED Qudos Terminated 33 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * low * low * OFHC copper * Various lengths, terminated - -

Cable Talk Advanced 2~ 35 Interconnect * Symmetrical  coaxial * solid core ® 6N copper * phono-phono, for CD etc o

Sonic Link Pink 35 Interconnect © coaxial * stranded e silver plated copper

Kimber Cable PSB D'link 37 108 Digital, electrical * copper * An analogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the digital signal results.
Chord Cobra 39 Interconnect © stranded * copper

Ixos 103 40 Interconnect  coaxial * stranded ¢ OFC « Double shielded, locking plugs -

Sonic Link AST150 40 Loudspeaker cable * stranded e low * copper o

Naim NACO5 44 109 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * copper ® Described as a dinosaur of a cable’, this stiff wire rod doesn’t belong outside Naim systems. B

Audioquest F-14 45 109 Loudspeaker cable * solid core ¢ copper * I/deal for laying under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound REC'D
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CABLES £45+, CASSETTE DECKS £80 - £170:

Proouct £ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Monster Datalink 100 45 108 Digital, electrical * coaxial * 750hms * copper * A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Very compatible. ~ REC'D
Sonic Link Red 45 Interconnect © coaxial * stranded * HPMC

Monster Interlink LS100 45 108 Digital, optical * plastic « Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and connectors. Lean, fuzzy, engaging performance. REC'D

DPA Slink 47 Interconnect ¢ coaxial * stranded * low © silver * phono terminated B - o - -
Chord Prodac 4 __Digital, electrical * 75 Ohms - - - - - ) REC'D
Chord Cobra-mono 49 Interconnect e stranded * copper

Kronos Konnekt 3 49 Interconnect © coaxial * stranded * copper - N

Arion LS-2 50 Loudspeaker cable * stranded  silver * Biwire, priced per meter . - -
AudioquestVideoZ 50 108 Digital, electrical * coaxial * stranded = 75 Ohms  copper « The very best available, with an expressive sound, but generously priced. B'BUY
Cable Talk Monitor 2 50 Inteconnect * copper * Signal Return Flow System — S o

Cable Talk Improved 2/T1 50 Interconnect * Symmetrical * coaxial * solid core * copper * Entry level, phono-phono

Sonic Link Green 50 Digital, electrical * coaxial ® 750hms ¢ PTFE

Sonic Link Derwent 50 Interconnect * stranded * silver plated copper .

vdH The Clearwater 50 109 Loudspeaker cable » stranded * silver/copper  Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky sounding cable.
Kimber Cable KC-1D'link 52 108 Dlgltal electrical * copper * This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit.

Kimber Cable Opti-link 59 108 Digital, optical » plastic * Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. REC'D

Ixos 102 60 Interconnect ¢ coaxial * stranded * OFC e Double shielded, locking plugs

Trichord Pulsewire 75, 64 digital interconnect » Symmetrical © coaxial * solid core ® 75 Ohms e silver plated copper ® mono - S S
Cable Talk Studio 2 65 Interconnect ¢ Symmetrical * coaxial * solid core * copper * Enhanced version of Monitor 2

ChordSiren 65 Interconnect e coaxial * stranded * Silver plated copper -

Chord Chameleon 68 Interconnect  stranded  copper - - - -

Arion SA0.5 75 Interconnect * Symmetrical ¢ stranded * silver B

Audioquest Type 4 75 109 Loudspeaker cable * copper * Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable’s ‘bite’.

DPA White Slink 75 interconnect © coaxial * stranded e silver plated OFC * polyethylene/PTFE dielectric

Sonic Link AST150X2 80 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * low * copper ¢ Biwure

DNM Rainbow 84 109 Loudspeaker cable * solid core  copper * High mgedance can influence the treble le response, but this was a winner on sound pe per Lund B'BUY
Cable Talk Professional 2 85 interconnect * Symmetrical * coaxial  solid core * copper * MGT Multi Ground construction

Sonic Link Violet 85 Interconnect * Symmetrical © stranded * HPMC

Audioquest Digital PRO 90 108 Digital, electrical * coaxial * stranded * 75 Ohms e silver A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency. .
Sonic LinkGrey 90 109 Loudspeaker cable solid core * silver - plated copper « A spaghetti-thin silver plated cable lacks bass impact and treble ‘air’ ) o o

If your product is missing from our Directory, please fax or write to us quoting the brand, model and relevant details.

Kimber Cable KC-AG D'link95 108 Digital, electrical » silver = An asymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 75 Ohm standard. Not ideal for digital applications.

Arion DAC1 99 _ Digital, electrical  coaxial * stranded * 75 Ohms © silver il

Kronos Konnekt 2 99 Interconnect  coaxial * solid core * copper

Audio Note AN-D 100 109 Loudpeaker cable « solid core * copper * Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward.
Audioguest Optilink Z 100 108 Digital, optical * glass * Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension. - - - -
Electrocomp't EC-K3 Mk 2 100 Mains cable * stranded * 13A * copper * Terminated, woven conductors - - o o B

Ixos 101 100 ~Interconnect * coaxial * stranded e silver plated OFC * Double shielded, locking plugs o
Sonic Link AST75X2 100 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * copper * Biwire - o o B o -

Sonic Link Blue 15 Interconnect * solid core ¢ HPMC - - N
Arion SA1 25 Interconnect ® Symmetrical ¢ stranded e silver S - -

Chord Solid ~ 130 Interconnect * coaxial * solid core * copper/silver — - REC'D
Cable Talk Reference 140 _Cable Talk Reference 140 interconnect * Symmetrical * coaxial * solid core * copper * Phonos, anti-microphonic

Moth Leyline Datalink 140 108 Digital, electrical * coaxial * 75 Ohms  copper * A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unfargwng character. Too expensive.
Sonic Link Care Music 150 Loudspeaker cable * stranded * low * silver plated copper

Trichord Pulsewire 75 150 interconnect ¢ Symmetrical * coaxial * solid core * 75 Ohms  silver plated copper * stereo )

_AudioNote AN-B 165 109 Loudspeaker cable < solid core * copper  High capacitance Litz-type cable may act as a taming influence in many systems. REC'D
Sonic Link Black 165 Interconnect * stranded  silver plated copper o ) - -

Arion DAC2 199 Digital, electrical * coaxial = stranded * 75 Ohms © silver o o - .
Arion SA2 199 Interconnect * Symmetrical « stranded e silver - o - B -

_Kronos Konnekt 1 199 Interconnect * coaxial * stranded * copper o - - - -

Sonic Link Blue 200 Loudspeaker cable * solid core  high « HPMC * Biwire - B -

Sonic Link Derwent/spkr 200 Loudspeaker cable * low © silver plated copper * Biwire .
Audioguest Midnight Hyp 260 109 Loudspeaker cable  solid core » copper  Similar to Type 4, but with a delicate smoothness.

vdH The Magnum 265 109 Loudspeaker cable * stranded ° Qgper/snlveg » Touted as vdH’s most prestigious twinlead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned. - B
DPA IS19 275 109 Loudspeaker cable « solid core © silver/copper * Clear, neutral and transparent sound of the older 8S without the clarity of Gortex Black 16.

he compact cassette is still the (Trial and error is one effective technique, but many decks usually with some mechanical compromise.
world’s most versatile and have manual bias adjustment and some match up to the
ubiquitous music storage tape automatically,) Lab performance and sound quality
medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, but they’re happy to  often go hand in hand, and are frequently somewhat KGY
use cassette decks to make up tapes for the car. dependent upon factory alignment. The mechanical integrity | single, twin type of cassette deck
M There should be no problems in connecting a cassette of the mechanism is another crucial factor. Dolby B, C, HX-Pro ..................noise reduction and other circuitry
deck to any normal amplifier, but some care needs to be M Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two 2 head number of heads
taken in choosing the best tapes for a specific machine. cassettes sequentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but
Propucr £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
CASSETTE DECKS
erwood DS1150 80 single * Dolby B, C * 2 head

Goodmans Delta 700W 100 123 twin * Dolby B 2 head * 36,13,28cm * Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with a less than stable ble tape path.
Sherwood DS1010C 100 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro 2 head * Mic input
Sherwood DD1030C 100 twin * Dolby B  2head

Sony TC-FX211B 100 single » Dolby B, C * 2 head * 43,12,29cm )

Aiwa AD-F450 120 136 single * Dolby B, C « HX Pro * 2 head « Basic but well designed budget deck, astonishing value; only the 2 poor metering gives the game away. B BUY
JVC TD-W106BK 120 twin  Dolby B * 2 head * 44,13,24cm * One recording deck

Sherwood DS3010C 120 117 single * Dolby B, C  HX Pro * 2 head * Good range of facilities, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. )
Goodmans GSW650 130 twin * Dolby B * 2 head * 43,12,27cm « Both auto-reverse - B o
Sony TC-K2158 130 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro « 2 head * 43,12,31cm * Tape calibration o o -
“Sony TC-K311B 130 single * Dolby B, C  HX Pro * 2 head * 43,12,31cm * Auto calibration o B -
Grundig CCF210 150 twin  auto reverse = Dolby B » 2 head * 36,12,30cm * AMS, CD copy, hi speed dub - o - -
_Sony TC-W4458 150 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro « 2 head * 43,12,31cm * Full logic control S -

Teac V-600 150 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro « 2 head * 44,15,29cm e Fine bias B - —
Denon DRM-540 160 146 single « Dolby B, C * HX head « 44,13,28cm « Exceptionally stable and well focussed sound jund quality and a bargain price. BBUY _
Yamaha KX-380 169 single * Dolby B, C * HX P ead * 44,13,29cm * Play Trim, manual bias o B B -
Aiwa AD-WX727 170 146 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head * High class twin for those who want bells, whistles - and music. ) B'BUY

_Grundig Fine Arts CCF2 170 twin * Dolby B * 2 head * 44,13,30cm * AMS, remote, display off
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CASSETTE DECKS £170 - £400

Propuct £ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

JVC TD-218BK 170 twin  Dolby B, C » HX Pro * 2 head * 44,13,33cm * ‘Compu’ auto tape calibration

JVC TD-X372BK 170 single  Dolby B, C » HX Pro * 2 head * 44,13,33cm * Entry level single deck

Kenwood KX-W4070 170 twin * Dolby B, C ® HX Pro 2 head * Auto bias function

Kenwood KX-3060 170 139 single * HX Pro * 2 head * 44,12,37cm * Based on CD-53 DAC/filter, but with a more transparent, sober and insightful sound. B'BUY
_Pioneer CT-$330 170 single * Dolby B, C  HX Pro * 2 head * 42,13,28cm * Audio tape setup, FLEX

SonyTC-K461S 180 146 single * Dolby B, C, S « HX Pro * 2 head * 43,13,31cm * Transport is a good point, and sound quality is fine, though not especially dynamic. REC'D
_Sony TC-K415B 180 136 single * Dolby B, C « HX Pro » 3 head  43,12,31cm * Mainly UK designed with audiophile intent, but spoiled by erratic output, at worst with metal tape.

Grundig CCF310 190 twin e auto reverse * Dolby B, C * HX Pro » 2 head  36,12,30cm * Elapsed time, CD copy, AMS

NAD 602 199 127 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro 2 head * Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfotunately engineering is minimalist too.

Yamaha KX-W282 199 twin * Dolby B, C * 2 head * 44,13,28cm * Twin auto-reverse, one deck records

Yamaha KX-480 199 ~single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro » 2 head * 44,13,28cm * Auto-tape tuning, Play Trim

Denon DRW-580 200 twin * Dolby B, C  HX Pro » 2 head * Music search, hi speed dub

_Dual CC8000 RS 200 twin * Dolby B, C 2 head * 44,13,25¢cm * Remote via 9000RS — - — .

_Grundig Fine Arts CCF3 200 146 twin * auto reverse * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head ,13,30cm e Unstable sounding twin thanks to a primitive tansport mechanism.

JVC TD-318BK 200 twin * Dolby B, C « HX Pro * 2 head * 44,14,34cm * ‘Silent’ mechanism

Kenwood KX-W6070 200 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head * Auto-bias function

_Luxman K-322 200 146 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head  13,44,18cm * Gives best value results with lower bias tapes, helped by a successful Dolby C installation.

Marantz SD-53 200 146 single * Dolby B, C « HX Pro * 2 head  43,14,30cm * Modestly equipped player is short-changed by a rough transport, and dull prerecorded quality.

Pioneer CT-W503R 200 twin * auto reverse ¢ Dolby B, C  HX Pro 2 head * 42,13,25cm  Auto NR, FLEX

_Pioneer CT-S430S 200 136 single « Dolby B, C, S « HX Pro * 2 head * 42,13,28cm * Against the odds — a 2-head Dolby S deck that works. Well set up and fully equipped. B'BUY
Sony TC-WR545B 200 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head * 43,12,29cm * Auto calibration

Teac R-550 200 DolbyB, C » HXPro * 2 head * 44,14,29cm * Blank scan o o -

TeacW-750R 200 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head * 44,15,29cm o

_Technics RS-TR373 200 twin = auto reverse * Dolby B, C * 2 head * 43,14,29cm < Play transport unidirectional o

_Technics RS-BX501 200 DolbyB, C  HXPro * 2 head * 43,13,30cm * Centre tray, ATC -

Denon DRS-640 210 140 single * Dolby B, C « HX Pro * 2 head * 44,13,31cm * Drawer loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well adjusted sound. B'BUY
JVC TD-V562BK 220 123 single * Dolby B, C « HX Pro * 3 head * 44,13,33cm * Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. REC'D
Technics RS-TR474 220 twin  auto reverse © Dolby B, C ® HX Pro » 2 head  43,14,29cm * High speed FF/REW

Aiwa AD-F850 230 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro » 3 head * Super DX head, twin capstan S S

NAD 613 230 single * Dolby {I C « HX Pro * 2 head * 44,13,29cm * Block repeat, R/C links

Pioneer CT-W603RS 230 twin * auto reverse * Dolby B, C, S * HX Pro * 2 head * 42,13,25cm * Auto tape setup, FLEX, Dolby S

Kenwood KX-5060S 235 140 single * Dolby B, C, S * HX Pro « 2 head « 44,12,30cm * Well engineered transport and Dolby S star in this refined and detailed design. REC'D
‘Yamaha KX-W482 249 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head * 44,13,28cm * Twin recording auto-reverse o

‘Yamaha KX-580 249 146 single * Dolby B, C, S * HX Pro « 2 head * 44,13,28cm * Stable and clean, if bright. Play Trim helps wake up recalcritrant recordings. B'BUY
Grundig Fine Arts CF4 250 single * Dolby B, C ® HX Pro * 3 head * 44,13,30cm  Manual bias, AMS, monitor
JVC TD-718BK 250 twin * Dolby B, C ® HX Pro 2 head ¢ 44,14,34cm * Tape calibration, stabiliser .

Marantz SD-535 250  twin e Dolby B, C * HXPro * 2 head  43,14,32cm * Synchro record -
_Onkyo TA-RW313 250 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head  46,12,31cm o
_Sony TC-WR645S 250 twin * Dolby B, C, S ® HX Pro » 2 head  43,12,31cm * UK optimised sound o o

Sony TC-K5118 250 single * Dolby B, C, S » HX Pro « 3 head * 43,12,31cm « UK optimised sound N

Teac V-1010 250 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 3 head * 44,15,29cm  Fine bias adjust _

Technics RS-BX601 250 146 Dolby B, C « HX Pro * 3 head * 43,13,29cm  Remarkably fast cassette wind means it will suit those with large collections. Good all-round sound. ~ REC'D
Denon DRW-760 260 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head 44,13 28cm

Denon DRM-740 270 136 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 3 head * 44,13,28cm * Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment, offers good if somewhat detached sonics.

JVC TD-V662BK 270 146 single * Dolby B, C « HX Pro « 3 head * 44,13,33cm ¢ Assured, clean and agile sounding recorder, if not quite the most refined in its class. . B'BUY
MarantzSD-63 270 single « Dolby B, C * HXPro 3 head * 43,14,30cm * D-bus -

_NA 20 single  Dolby B, C * HX Pro 2 head * 44,13,32cm  Play Trim, CAR compression - R

Kenwood KX-W8070S 280  twin * Dolby B, C, S * HXPro « 2 head * Auto bias function, power load _— -
_Technics RS-TR575 280  twin * auto reverse * Dolby B, C ® HX Pro * 2 head * 43,14,29cm < Optical quick reverse

Aiwa AD-$950 300 140 single * Dolby B, C, S * HX Pro * 3 head * High-value, high-spec package is both well set up and musically sorted. B'BUY

Pioneer CTW803RS 300  twin * auto reverse * Dolby B, C, S * HX Pro * 2 head * 42,13,25cm * Twin record, mic i/p _
6. 300 140 single * Dolby B, C, S » HXPro « 3 head * 42,13,38cm * 3 heads and Dolby S feature in an excellent deck that is underbiased with Type IV tapes.  REC'D

300 127 single * Dolby B, C, S * HX Pro 3 head * 43,12,30cm * Good Dolby S deck — slightly let down by lack of attention to detail. REC'D
300 136 Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 3 head * 43,13,30cm * Costly, but well built, this decks is a pleasure to operate and listen to. REC'D

“Denon DRS-810 310 127 single * Dolby B, C * HX Pro « 3 head  44,13,32cm  Drawer loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtelty on audition. S
NAD616 320 twin * Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head * 44,13,29cm  Twin auto-reverse, R/C link B ) ] ;
_Kenwood KX-7060S 329 146 single « HX Pro » 3 head * 44,13,30cm * Although slightly dull sounding with prerecorded tapes, this is a well equipped and fine sounding deck. ~ REC'D

OnkyoKR-609 350 DolbyB, C ¢ HXPro * 2 head  28,12,31cm ¢ Mini component . =

_Onkyo TA250 350 single * Dolby B, C » HX Pro * 3 head ¢ 46,12,3lcm _

TeacV-3010 350 single * Dolby B, C » HX Pro « 3 head * 44,1536cm * Remote control, pitch adjust

_Technics RS-BX747 350  single * Dolby B, C ® HX Pro * 3 head * 43,13,30cm * Fine bias adj, THC lo-red base o I ——
_Onkyo K-W606 370 twin e auto reverse ¢ Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 2 head * 28,12,32cm * Mini component B o

_Pioneer CT-M601R 380  Dolby B, C * HXPro * 2 head » 42,14,38cm « Six tape record/play, r/cntrl -
Luxman K-373 400 single * Dolby B, C » HX Pro * 3 head * 13,44,35cm * System bus, mic inputs .

Marantz CP-230 400 single * Dolby B * 2 head * DC portable, semi-pro — .
Marantz SD-635 400 twin  Dolby B, C ® HX Pro ¢ 2 head * 43,9,32cm * Drawer loading S A

Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm)
Fax: 0181 341 9368

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec,< lectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake,
MIT, Siltech, Symo, Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others.

...the RIGHT cables
... in YOUR system Contact us by phone, fax, or letterand we’ll do
.. for YOUR ears our best to help you achieve your goal.
... in YOUR home (Auditions may be subject toa handling charge)

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1M 9HB (A division of Connection 90’ Travel Ltd.)
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"All | need is the right lead... " I N fi d C 1 1 ty

indecently good hi-fi

- Sam Spade-Connector during his

undercover investigations into the Mystery

of the Lost Chord. He subsequently solved
the case by utilizing a pair of ORTOFON
SPK100 speaker cables.

orfofon

-

NAIM, ARCAM, DENSEN, DYNAVECTOR, EPOS, LINN, MICROMEGA,
NAKAMICHI, NEAT, REGA, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, XLO and more

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA
Telephone: 0181-943 3530

Open Tuesday - Friday 10.30am - 7pm, Saturday 10am - épm. Closed Monday
@ MidomeGca

01753-889949

For sounds that are .
out-of-this-world call in at
y_ourfavourite Earth store... .

N, 65 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6RN T 01-494 531682




CASSE'I'I'I DICKS £400+, CD PLAYERS £80 - £230

Propuct £ IsSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Technics RS-TR979 400 twin * auto reverse  Dolby B, C ® HX Pro * 2 head  43,13,28cm * Both decks record, quick rev - )
Onkyo K-611 430 146 Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 3 head « 28,12,32cm « Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport. REC'D
Marantz DC-1010 450 single « Dolby B, C * HX Pro ® Zhead 42,8,31cm « Inc CD player module -

Nakamichi DR3 450 123 single  Dolby B C + 2 head * 43,10,32cm « Refined, exquisitely detailed and solid sounding ‘budget’ Nakamichi 2-header. REC'D
Teac W-6000R 450 twin * Dolby B, C  HX Pro * 2 head * 44,15,33cm * Pitch control, remote

Marantz CP-430 500 single * Dolby B * 3 head  Portable, dbx NR anti-roll

Pioneer CT-S830S 500 146 single * Dolby B, C, S « HX Pro * 3 head * 42,14,38cm  High class mechanism with superb sound to match. REC'D
Teac R-9000S 500 105 Dolby B, C * HX Pro * 3 head * 49,15,36cm Much better than average auto-reverse deck, well worth considering, Nicely engineered too.

Teac V-6030S 550  single © Dolby B,C, S * HXPro 3 head  Dual capstan B o

Yamaha KX-W952 599 twin  Dolby B, C * HX Pro » 2 head * 44,16,37cm * Twin record, opt remote o

Teac V-8030S 650 single * Dolby B C,S * HX Pro « 3 head * Quartz locked, dual capstan

Teac V-8000S 699 105 single * Dolby B, C, S « HXPro * 3 head * 48,15, m; Superb stability and real subtlety, this must be the best Teac yet. REC'D
Nakamichi DR2 700 127 single * Dolby B, C * 3 head * 43,10,32cm * Accomplished design with simple features (manual tape select!) but superb sound and serviceability. 'BUY
Nakamichi DR1 850 117 single  Dolby B, C * 3 head * 43,10,32cm  Typically oddball Nakamichi with everything. Good azimuth adjustment and dynamic sound. REC'D
Arcam Delta100 899 111 single  Dolby B, C, S * 3 head ° 43 12,34cm < Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. Dolby S is more successful than some. - REC'D
Pioneer CT-95 1,000 single * Dolby B, C, S HX Pro 3 head * 44,15,38cm « Copper plated chassis -

Nakamichi Dragon 2350 Dolby B,C * 3 head 45,14,30cm © Auto ammuth correct - B

ow established as the prime audio  players can be upgraded by adding an outboard DAC box, expensive players are usually two-box affairs.
source, the CD player continues to (see below). Todo this the player needs a digital output B The first thing listed for a DAC is the type of convertor

evolve. Manufacturers have of either electrical or optical persuasion; sonically the chip employed. However, in much the same way that an
accepted that ‘Perfect Sound Forever’ (an early Philips former is preferable. amp’s output is not indicative of its sound quality, the
slogan) was a trifle optimistic. Now the medium is being DAC chip is only one factor ina CD players sound.
slowly transformed into something worthy of the Transports & DACs
audiophile’s enthusiasm. A CD player can be split into two basic components: the xeY
M All CD players offer a basic selection of facilities, and disc drive or transport, and a device which turns the multibit, 1-bit . DAC type
some can ke_ep you entertained for hours as you digit_al t_aitstrearrr cpming off th_evdisc into an analogue electrical/optical out ......................digital outputls)
programme in disc names and track orders. All but the audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue convertor,
excessively inexpensive feature remote control. Most CD  or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single s remote control
Propuct £ ISSue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
CD PLAYERS
Eclipse CD101a 80 144 multibit * rem * 36,8,29cm
Eclipse CD420 100 multibit * rem ¢ 42,8,29cm
Pioneer PD-77 100 1 bit « electrical out « optical out * rem * 44,13,33cm  Satin gold finish -
Goodmans Delta 700 110 128 multibit « rem * A 16-bit alternative to the 6‘06‘50” that furnishes a colourful and animated sound. REC'D
Goodmans GCD360R 120 multibit « rem
Grundig CD210 120 bitstream * electrical out * rem ¢ 36,8,30cm 30 mem, random repeat
Philips CD710 120 multibit « rem 16 bit continuous technology
Philips CD740 130 139 multibit  electrical out * rem  One of several Philips players using hybrid DAC technologies. Still sounds insufferably boring, however.
Philips CD720 130 multibit * rem * 16 bit Continuous Calibration
Sherwood CD3020R 130 119 bitstream « Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, what emerges is still remarkably entertaining. & B'BUY
Sony CDP-M302 130 1 bit * rem  36,10,33cm  Midi-size, full remote control
Technics SL-PG370 130 mash ¢ Remote control ready -
Dual CD1135RC 140 multibit * electrical out * rem e 42,8,28cm © Variable headphone output o
Grundig Fine Arts CD1 140 bitstream e electrical out * rem * 44,9,30cm « 30 track memory, auto-space R
JVC XL-V284BK 140 147 1bit » rem « 44,11,28cm * Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player also boasts a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound. REC'D
JVC XL-V184BK 140 1 bit « 44,11 28cm, - T
Pioneer PD-103 140 1 bit « 42,11,28cm * Display off
Aiwa XC-300 150 1 bit » optlpal out  rem
Cambridge Audio CD4 150 147 electrical out * rem « 43,9,29cm o Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at ‘em sound quality. REC'D
Denon DCD-315 150 bitstream © rem * 44,11,28cm
Dual CD1150RC 150 multibit « electrical out * rem < Variable headphone output
Sony CDP-312 150 139 1bit « rem « 43,10,29cm * Something of a rough diamond, offering a raft of features and good build but a decidedly Technicolor sound
Teac CD-P3200 150 147 multibit « rem  44,12,28cm * A primitive looking CD player, housing primitive 16-bit electronics which deliver an equally primitive and uninspiring 7 sound.
Technics SL-PG470AK 150  mash e optical out * rem * CD edit
Kenwood DP-2060 160 147 1bit « rem * 44,10,26cm © A player that bears absolutely no relation to the DP-3060, despite appearances Sounds vague and thoroughly uninteresting.
Pioneer PD-203 160 1 bit * rem * 42,11,28cm * As PD103, variable output & remo
Yamaha CDX-480 169 147 bitstream © rem * 44,10,28cm * A d/spassmnately calm sounding player that delivers the musical goads with little or no apparent enthusiasm.
Dual CDI00ORS 170 bitstream e electrical out ® Remote control via CRO000RS -
Technics SL-PG570AK 170 mash  rem e Digital servo, THCB base
Teac CD-P3450 179 1 bit  optical out » rem * 8x oversamplify tape rec edit -
Dual CD1180RC 180 bitstream e electrical out * rem ¢ 44,9,29cm e Variable headphone output
JVC XL-F116BK 180 1 bit » 44,13,40cm « 5-disc carousel . -
NAD 501 189 139 bitstream e A thoroughly typical frills-free player with a slightly too cautious, even restrained musical outlook. o
Grundig Fine Arts CD2 190 128 bitstream < electrical out  rem * 44,9,30cm © A stylish looking player, with a disappointingly vague approach to music making. o
Philips CDC745 199 bitstream  electrical out * rem © Multi-disc tray
Philips CD750 199 137 bitstream e electrical out * rem « The costliest model in Philips range, and the last to use its BS DAC, lacks a sense of integration and stereo focus.
Yamaha CDC-555 199 multibit « rem + 44,11,39cm  Entry level R
Denon DCD-825 200 137 multibit « electrical out * rem * Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thing! REC'D
Denon DCD-625 200 147 multibit « electrical out * rem  44,11,29cm * DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear. -
JVC XL-F216BK 200 1 bit * rem © 44,13,40cm e 5-disc carousel B
Kenwood DP-R4070 200 1 bit » rem « 5-disc tray loading
Kenwood DP-3060 200 139 1 bit * rem * 44,10,26cm * Based on the same filter/DAC as Marantz’s CD-53, but with a more transparent sober and highly insightful sound. B'BUY
Luxman D-322 200 147 bitstream  rem * 44,10,28cm * Well bred player sounds smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. ) B
MarantzCD-53 200 139 bitstream < electrical out * rem * 43,9,30cm * Looks idential to CD-63, but internal costs are cut, exposing a slightly ragged performer. REC'D
OnkyoDX710 200 1 bit * optical out * rem * 46,11,31cm S B
Pioneer PD-S504 200 147 bitstream * electrical out « rem * 42,11 29cm « More consistent than the old PD-8503 and capable strong atmosphere and ‘occasion’. B'BUY
Rotel RCD-930AX 200 1 bit * rem « 44,9,29cm
Sherwood CDC5030R 200 132 1 bit » rem  44,10,38cm  This replacement for the 5-disc CDC5010R sounds messy, disjointed and generally unpleasant. A disappointment.
Sony CDP-561E 200 147 bitstream « optical out * rem * 43,11,30cm * Combines plenty of features with an open, transparent and sparkling sound. B'BUY
Technics SL-PS670AK 200 mash e optical out * rem  45,12,29cm e Virtual Battery operation
Yamaha CDX-580 229 bitstream  electrical out * rem * 44,10,28cm UK specified o/p stage
Harman-Kardon HD7225 230 bitstream © rem © 45,10,33cm -
Sony CDP-C325M 230 1 bit « rem * 36,10,39cm * Midi size, 5-disc player
Sony CDP-C345 230 132 1 bit « rem * 43,13,39cm * Sony’s Hybr/d Pulse DAC sounds great in the CDP-311 but in this 5 disc carousel it provides a mere skeleton of a performance
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a
comfortable and relaxing environment . . ?

Do you want friendly and helpful advice
(and a cup of tea) . . ?

Do you want to buy your system
based on what you hear (and not what
somebody tells you) . . ?

Do you live in GUILDFORD . . ?

.. . or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell,
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming,
Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Malden,
Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on-
Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking?

Nobody else in these arecas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook,
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony,
Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape.

Visit us first and you won'’t need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible).

Complete service — We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the
premises all the above brands (and others also).

The Hi i Shop

Guildford’s only REAL Hi-Fi shop
There is no alternative...

We are at: Tlephone for
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD SPecial offers
ors' deposits 3r° (b}’ the tr Clﬁ{ic llgh ts — “Wailable on selectes
o S next door to Alfred Marks) ex-demonstragiyy

items

01483 504801 « 01483 304756

Access ® Visa ® Switch Open Monday — Saturday 9am — 6pm (later by appointment)




CD PLAYERS £239 - £1,495

Probuct £ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
_NAD 502 239 119 mash  electrical out * rem * Updated 5425 trades spontaneity for precise but mechanical style. REC'D

_Denon DCD-825 240 multibit  electrical out * rem  44,11,28cm * UK design - .

Grundig Fine Arts CD3 240 ~bitstream e rem e 44,9,30cm - N
GrundigCD3 240 bitstream e electrical out * rem ¢ 44,9,30cm ¢ F[S display off, fade, DAC7 o . =
Onkyo DX703 240 1 bit * optical out * rem * 46,11,31cm . o o .
Yamaha CDC-655 249 bitstream  optical out  rem * 44,11,39cm  Tray load multi-player o o
JVC XL-V574BK 250 139 1 bit * optical out * rem  44,11,28cm S -

“Kenwood DP-M5570 250 1 bit * rem ¢ 6+ 1 disc changer N - - S -
Kenwood DP-5060 250 1 bit « optical out  rem  44,12.31cm * DRIVE. - o S .
Marantz CC-45 250 bitstream « optical out * rem < 44,12,40cm < 5 disc carousel
_Marantz CD-63 250 137 bitstream  electrical out * optical out * rem * 42,9,30cm * New technology has enabled Marantz to steal a march on n CD-52 series. REC'D
Pioneer PD-M603 250  1bit e rem * 42,11,30cm e Six disc » - B N
Rotel RCD-940BX 250 137 multibit  rem * 44,10,32cm e A sea change in transport and DAC technology lies behind this untidy-sounding and irritating player. o
Sony CDP-761E 250 147 bitstream < optical out * rem * 43,11,40cm  Tarted up CDP-561F with less widgets and a slightly overcooked performance. RECD _
Teac PD-D880 250 multibit * rem © 44,11,38cm © 5-disc carousel - o -

Teac CD-3 250 bitstream < electrical out * rem 45,13 28cm « Central mechanism -
~Technics SL- PS770A 250 147 mash e optical out  rem © 43,13, 29cm * A mellow sounding player that never qun‘e rouses from its slumber to really tackle the music at| h% S .

_Onkyo DX-7210 260 147 bitstream * rem « Well-bred CD player features an unusual dlg/tal filter is smooth and cultured without appearing grey orboring. ~ REC'D

“Teac CD-P4500 280 107 bitstream « electrical out « rem « 44,12,29cm « Teac’s first genuine 1-bit player has a certain ‘organic warmth’. o REC'D

Onkyo C-711 290 1 bit * optical out » rem * 28,8,30cm * Mini component - B - o
Harman-Kardon HD7325 299 bitstream  electrical out * optical out * rem * 45,10,33cm . o

_Arcam Alpha One 300 137 delta 5|gma « electrical out * rem * 43,8,29cm © The first UK-built player under £300 is hamgered by a tidy but rather grey y and uninspiring sound. - -
Denon DCD-1015 300 141 multibit < electrical out « optical out * rem « 44,11,28cm * Execllent, middle range player — fast, fluid and lean ~_RECD
JVC XL-2674BK 300 1bit e rem * 44,11,28cm o - . N o N
JVC XL-M408BK 300 1 bit « rem  44,13,32cm © Six disc . = e . o
Marantz CD-1010 300 1 bit « optical out * rem  42,8,31cm * Slim Series component I - N
Musical Fidelity E60 300 bitstream o electrical out * optical out  rem * 44,10,34cm
Nakamichi MB4s 300 132 multibit « rem < 43,9,27cm * Entry level Music-Bank player has plenty of dynamics and detail but ittle stereo depth. o REC'D
Pioneer PD-S703 300 137 1bit e ophcg[ ‘out * rem « 42,13,27cm * Legato Link and bitstream player sounds as manipulative and intriguing as ever. REC'D

_Pioneer PD-M703 300 1 bit « rem * 42,13,30cm < Six disc, DSP soundfield cntrl - I
Rotel RCD-965BX 300 100 bitstream electncal out * rem « 44,10,32cm < Exceptionally refined: transparent, exquisitely detailed and powerfully tive. A landmark. B'BUY
Marantz CD-1020 334 1 bit  optical out * rem e 42,8 31cm  Slim Series, motorised cover - o } o
Yamaha CDX-880 339 141 bitstream e electrical out  optical out * rem * 44,10,29cm * UK specified comgonents .
AMC CD6 - 349 124 bitstream e electrical out * optical out  rem 'Based on Rotel’s RCD-965BX, but has a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. RECD

_Harman-Kardon HD7425 349 141 multibit « electrical out * rem * 451033m - B
Onkyo DX750 350 141 1 bit « optical out * rem * 46,11 31cm o . ~ B'BUY
Rotel RCD-970BX 375 bitstream e electrical out ¢ rem * 44,8,30cm . )

Rotel RCD-965BX D 375 141 bitstream e electrical out * rem  44,10,32cm Discrete output . - -
Kenwood DP-7060 380 141 1 bit * optical out * rem * 44,12,31cm * D.R.L.VE . REC'D _
Audio Innovations Alto 399 bitstream ¢ electrical out * rem * 43,8,30cm * Dual diff DAC S . B
Aura CD100 400 bitstream e electrical out « rem * 43,6,28cm © Chrome finish, £50 extra o .
NAD 517 400 bitstream e electrical out * rem * 44,108,40cm ¢ 5-disc carousel player N
_Pioneer PD-S904 400 1bit « electrical out  optical out * rem * 42,14,29cm « S-Advanced Legato Link —

_Sony CDP-XA2ES 400 optical out * rem * 43,13,35¢cm * Motorised volume - B S -
Rotel RCD-965BX LED 425 bitstream < electrical out * rem * 44,10,32cm e Discrete & slit foil caps I
Audio Innovs Alto Chrome 449 bitstream e electrical out * rem » 43, 8 8,30cm e Dual diff DAC R -

_Harman-Kardon HD7525 449  multibit * electrical out ® rem * 45,1033cm R
Pioneer PD-DM802 450 1 bit * rem * 42,14,31cm * Dual magazine 12-disc o B

“Technics SL-PS840 450 ~mash « optical out * rem  43,13,34cm  Advanced MASH converter
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 470 139 multibit * electrical out * rem * 43,8,27cm * Upgradable DAC , display off S o
Pioneer PD-S901 499 1 bit « electrical out * optical out * rem * 42,13,33cm * SPM, Legato Link, Twin DAC I S . B —
Aiwa DX-C100M 500 1bit  optical out * rem 100+ 1 disc autochanger . I I S
Nakamichi MB3s 500 multibit * rem  43,9,38cm 6+ 1 Music Bank, 18 x 8 o/s e T e B

~Orelle CD-100 500 multibit « electrical out * rem e 44,10,28cm o DC coupled I I
Pioneer PD-TM3 500 1 bit « rem * 42,18,35cm * Triple magazine, 18-disc — N B
Harman-Kardon HD7625 549 multibit  electrical out * rem e 45,10,33cm -

_Luxman D-373 550 multibit « optical out  rem e 44,11,35cm * System bus remote = - ol

_Micromega Stage 1 550  bitstream © electrical out * rem 43 28,88cm * Upgradable - S
Musical Fidelity E600 599 bitstream e electrical out * optical out * rem * 44,12,35cm ¢ Balanced XLR output S R
Teac VRDS-7 599  bitstream < electrical out * optical out * rem ¢ 45,15,34cm e Twin BS, VRDS mech : e

_Arcam Alpha 6 600 electrical out * rem e 43,8,27cm Upgradable from 5/5 Plus I R e —— . . =
Kenwood DP-J2070 600 1 bit » rem « 44,19,38cm © 100 disc autochanger mmr o eme o ——

Marantz CD-72 Mk Il 600  bitstream gilgqqlcﬂgligpt|cal out * rem  42,13,30cm ¢ DAC7 e e

_Pioneer PD-F100 600 1 bit » rem * 42,19,40cm ¢ 100 disc, Legato Link

~Micromega Stage 2 700 bitstream e electrical out * rem  43,28,88cm  Upgradable —_— Ea—
Nakamichi MB2s 700 multibit  electrical out * rem * 43,9,38cm * 6+ 1 Music Bank, 18 x 8 o/s B S

~Teac VRDS-10 770 119,bitstream « electrical out * optical out * rem * 45,15,34,cm * A basic analogue stage compromises performance. Lacks bass energy.

Linn Mimik 798 delta sigma  electrical out * rem ¢ 32,8,33cm * BNC digital .
Harman-Kardon HD7725 799 124 multibit « electrical out « optical out * rem * 45,10,33cm * This Ilagslup implimentation of Mwml}'m«m'namm REC'D

Arcam Delta270 800 124 hybrid « 2 electrical out * rem * 43,9,28cm * Dy, tightly-focussed sound will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste!

JVC XL-MC100 800 1bit e rem < 36,37,38cm * 100 disc player S B -
Sony CDP-CX100 800 1 bit « optical out ¢ 43,13,38cm * 100 disc autochanger - R -
Thule CD100 849 bitstream * electrical out * optical out * rem * Balanced out, Crystal chipset o e ———

Teac VRDS-10SE 850 bitstream e electrical out * optical out * rem  45,15,34cm < Imp. mechanism & chassis o e
Meridian 506 875 delta 3|gma « electrical out * optical out ® 33,9,34cm o Recently improved sound e e

Quad 67 875 124 delta sigma * electrical out * rem * 33,8,26cm * Powerful, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian’s 206. - B'BUY
'DPA Renaissance 895 bitstream  electrical out * optical out * rem  40,28,8cm * DPA DP16 DAC B N
“Micromega Stage 3 900 bitstream o electrical out * rem e 43,28,88cm e Upgradable E— i
Mission DAD7 900 145 multibit « electrical out * rem * 22,8,36cm S p— N
Nakamichi MB1s 900  multibit « electrical out * rem ¢ 43,9,27cm * 6+ 1 Music Bank, 20 x 8 o/s o .

NaimCD3 949 multibit « rem * 43,56,30cm 1 box B
AVIS2000MCIl 999 119 bitstream * 31,25,9cm e A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortable sound. Lacks passion. .
Onix CD33 999 bitstream * 43,8,33cm ¢ DAC7 . T e e SpE——

Technics SL-P2000 1,000  mash  optical out * rem * 45,13,33cm * THCB base, R-Core transformer - .

Sentec Diana 11,100 multibit * electrical out * optical out * 12,5,23cm * 20 bit . . e I

_AVI S2000MC 1,149 multibit « electrical out ¢ rem ¢ 31,25,9cm © 20 bit Burr Brown DACs I I
Marantz CD-10 1,200 bitstream e electrical out * optical out * rem * 46,14,36cm © Twin DAC-7, heavy build o I
Audiomeca Kreatura 1,299 multibit « electrical out * optical out ¢ rem ¢ 25,14,39cm ~ o I

TeacVRDS-20 1,299 bitstream * electrical out * optical out * rem Lﬂgg&lcm « Twin DAC7, balanced output I .

_Meridian 606 1,35 1 bit e .

_Marantz CD-16 1,400 “bitstream o electrical out » rem * 25,29,13cm * Twin DAC-7 -

Audiomeca Kreatur SE 1,450 141 multibit e electrical out ® rem e 25,14, 39cm « Trichord clocked B

Meridian 508 1,475 140 delta sigma * electrical out * optical out * 33,9,34cm I — o _ RECD_

Roksan ATT-DP2P MKkl 1,495 delta sigma © electrical out » rem « 46,12,35cm « Player, four level isolation - . S
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CD PLAYERS £1,497+, TRANSPORTS £499+, DACs £89 - £750:

Proouct £ Issue SpecIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
Linn Karik 1,497 144 delta sigma * electrical out * optical out * rem * 32,8,33cm e Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing.

Musical Fidelity FCD 1,499 bitstream © 2 electrical out * optical out  rem ¢ 49,12,33cm * XLR balanced out, tube o/p
Mission Disc/Dacmaster 1,900 multibit  electrical out * rem * 22,8,36cm ¢ Two box, inc Dacmaster DAC
Naim CD2 1,997 multibit * rem * 43,56,30cm ¢ One box

NVATES. 2,000 bitstream e electrical out  rem

Mclntosh MCD7008 2,195 multibit » electrical out * rem * 45,14,45cm * Seven disc multiplayer -
2,500 1 bit « electrical out * optical out * rem e 44,16,34cm * Balanced output, Legato, SPM
2,500 multibit * rem ¢ 46,14,40cm e Balanced out, 4x20bit

Mclntosh MCD7009 2,635 bitstream e electrical out * rem  45,14,38cm * VRDS CD player

YBA 2 N 2,999 multibit * electrical out * optical out * rem * 43,10,33cm * Outboard power supply

Marantz CD-15 3,000 bitstream  electrical out ® rem  46,14,36cm » Twin Star Mark DAC-7

NVATTS 3,200 bitstream « electrical out * rem B - -

Naim CDS 3,642 multibit * rem ¢ 43,56,30cm * Twobox o o -
Micro-Seiki CD-M2DC 3,695 multibit * electrical out * rem S

Marantz CD-23 4,000 bitstream  electrical out * rem ¢ 25,29,13cm ¢ CDM-9/DAC-7 DAC o

Luxman D500XS 4,500 multibit * optical out * rem e 44, ng- Top loading - S

Micro-Seiki COM2000X 4,689 multibit « electrical out * rem o B

Krell CD-DSP Mk It 5,000 rem © 42,13,28cm o acility -
Krell CD DSPII 5000 5000  multibit « 2 elecmcal out * rem * 42,13,28cm  Has digital in, balanced out

Micromega Trio 6,450 bitstream  electrical out * rem © 34,48,31cm * AES/Toslink digital output - -
Wadia 16 7,395 multibit * Glass, plastic, BNC & AES/EBU o -

Jadis JS-1 8,068 multibit - N
Krell KSP20i 9,950 electrical out * rem * Balanced out, top loader - . ~
Krell KPS20i 9,990 electrical out * rem e Balanced out, Bitstream o o

CD TRANSPORTS

Teac VRDS-T1 499 144 transport * electrical out * optical out = rem * 44,15,33cm  Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with D-TI).
DPA Enlightenment 635 transport  rem e 40,28 8cm e Clock locks toDPADACs

Audio Alchemy DDS Il 700 transport © electrical out © opucal out * rem * Designed primarily as j[gerQ(t has analogue output -
Micromega Drive 1 700 transport © electrical out * optical out * rem ¢ 43,28,88cm * Upgradable, AES/EBU out o

Thule TR200 749 transport * rem * Balanced AES/EBU input .

Arcam Delta 250 750 130 transport * rem * 43,9,28cm © Arcam'’s best effort yet is a new design based on Philips CDM3 transport. Specification includes Sync Lock facility.  REC'D
Pink Triangle Cardinal 795 144 transport * 46,8,36cm e Soud quality is warm and ¢ jcative, but over-polished compared to PT Ordinal (tested with DaCapo and DC PSU).
Meridian 200 895 96 transport * electrical out * optical out * rem * 32,32, 10cm * Light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is natural, engaging and unfatiguing. REC'D
Teac P-700 899 120 transport e electrical out * optical out * rem * 23,14,40cm * Tested with D-700, low resolution sound is warm, bubbly and entertaining. B'BUY
Audiomeca Damnation 950 transport © electrical out * optical out * rem * 29,10, 32cm _ m

Micromega Drive 2 1,000 transport * electrical out * optical out * rem  43,28,88cm  Upgradable, AES/EBU out

Meridian 500 1,095 133 transport * electrical out  optical out * rem * 32,33,9cm * Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin, brash and uncomfortable.
Audiomeca Damnation SE 1,100 transport © electrical out * optical out * rem ¢ 29,10,32cm « Trichord clocked

Audiomeca Kreatura 1,199 transpor e electrical out © optical out * rem ¢ 25,14,39cm ¢ Heavily modified COM

Micromega T-Drive 1,200 transport © electrical out * rem ¢ 22, 28,88cm Tray loading, AES/EBU out o

Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1,250 transport © electrical out * optical out ¢ rem e 25,14,39cm e Trichord clocked

Roksan ATT-DP2 MKII 1,295 transport * electrical out * rem * 46,12,35cm * AT&T optical, AES/EBU optional

Audiolab 8000CDM 1,300 transport © electrical out * optical out * rem * 45,8,36cm  Precision master clock

Micromega Duo CD3.1 1,500 transport ¢ electrical out * optical out * rem ¢ 34,9,31cm * Top loading, AES/EBU out B B

Meridian 602 1,750 120 transport * electrical out * optical out * rem * 32,33,10cm * With matching 606 DAC, Meridian’s top player sounds distinctive and elegant. ~__RECD
Counterpoint DA-11.5E 1,895 130 transport  electrical out * optical out * rem * This model delivers a remarkably vivid and natural sound. REC'D
Theta Data Basic 1,997 130 transport © electrical out * rem 42,8 34cm  Includes a budget version of Teac’s VRDS mechanism in a fancy case: overpriced.

Audiomeca Mephisto 2,100 144 transport « electrical out * optical out * rem * 43,15,33cm * Tested with Trichord Pulsar; the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound. ~ REC'D
PS Audio Lambda tr 2,250 133 transport * electrical out * rem * 38,8,34cm Wlth Ultra/mk Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. REC'D
Micromega Duo CD2.1 2,750 transport  electrical out  optical out * rem * 349,31cm * Top loading, AES/EBU out )

Wadia 8 3,195 130 transport » rem  35,16,41cm * Includes a budget version of Teac’s VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer

Theta Data Il NTSC 3290 transport © electrical out  rem ¢ 42,12,40cm * AT&T, AES/EBU option

Theta Data Il PAL 3,490 transport © electrical out * optical out * rem  42,12,40cm * AT&T, AES/EBU balanced in

ATD Drive 1 3,499 transport e electrical out * optical out * rem * 44,9,34cm * Top load, 2-box acrylic .

Teac P-2S 4,299 130 transport * rem © 23,14,49cm o The latest version of Teac's luxury P- 2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks.

Wadia 20 4,370 transport © Glass, plastic, BNC, AES/EBU

Krell MD-20 4,999 transport * rem ¢ 42,13,28cm « Top load, AT&T opticalout

Krell MD-10 7,990 transport * 2 electrical out * optical out * rem e 42,13,28cm - e R

Jadis JCDT 8,000 transport ¢ rem * Top load

Krell KPS 20T 8,490  transport * electrical out * optical out * rem ¢ AT&T, AES/EBU balanced in o

Krell DT-10 9,090 transport » 2 electrical out » optical out * rem * 42,13,28cm © Front loader .

Wadia 7 9,995 transport * rem * 35,16,46cm

QED Positron 89 Upgrade PSU for Digit

QED Digit Plus 139 113 bitstream « electrical out * Bearing in mind its expensive but very forgiving performance, the Digit is almost embarrasingly cheap. B'BUY
Cambridge DACMagic 1 150 136 hybrid * Ridiculously ur under-grlced this DAC is best suited to high end transports. - _ RECD
Audio Alc DAC-in-the-Box 230 127 multibit « electrical out * This giveaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence. REC'D
Counterpoint AD20 255 multibit « DACCard for DA-10E

QED Digit Reference 299 136 bitstream * No great advance on the basic QED Digit yet its enthusiastic sound is more than competitive at the price. REC'D
Mission DACS 300 113 bitstream ¢ 7,11,29cm * Another modest DAC, but one capable of a lean but clean and detailed sound that’s typical of the DAC7 breed. REC'D
NVA Dacon 320 bitstream e electrical out

Micromega Microdac 349 113 bitstream « electrical out = optical out * 22,5,15cm * Modest but entertaining performer, the Microdac is brilliant with Arcam’s D170.3 transport.

Counterpoint CS18 395 multibit « DACCard for DA-10E

Audio Alchemy DDEv1.1 399 bitstream « electrical out * optical out * Upgradable external PSU -

Orelle DA-188 449 multibit * 22,7,23cm * DC coupled, optical & coax in

Teac D-T1 450 144 bitstream o electrical out « optical out * 44,10,33cm * Teamed with VRDS-TI for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed. o
Arcam Black Box 50 480 127 hybrid « electrical out * optical out * 43,7,28¢cm  Measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve for future upgrades. B'BUY
_EMF Audio Crystal 500 bitstream

Woodside DAC2 509 101 multibit * electrical out » optical out  Sharp, dynamic sound is captivating for its lack of grain and ‘tizz" REC'D
AVI S2000MD 549 136 multibit « 31,25,9cm e Despite using a very different chipset, the S2000MD sounds as civilised and refined as AVI's other digital separates.

Roksan ATT-DA2 549 delta sigma * 22,10,33cm * DAC 4 inputs, optional AT&T

DPA Renaissance 550 bitstream * 20, 28 8cm « Unique DPA DX16 DAC

Teac D-700 599 120 multibit * electrical out * optical out « 23,14,40cm * With P-700, the D-700 may lack the resolution, but is bubbly and entertaining. B'BUY
Audio Note DAC1 600 127 multibit « electrical out  optical out * rem e Oddball DAC with manual deemphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer

Micromega Duo BS2 650 101 bitstream < 8,28,9cm * Has a tendency to sound light, airy and ‘fast’ but it can also become a little hard or fatiguing with some digital outputs.

Counterpoint BB69 655 multibit « DACCard for DA-10E S o - ) S . -

PS Audio DigiLink Il 688 multibit  38,8,16cm

Perception DAC 695 multibit

Audio Alchemy DDEv3.0 699 multibit » Upgradable external PSU - -

Sonic Frontiers Transdac 699 multibit * 24,5,17cm S - -

Sonic Ftrs Ultra Jitter Bug 699 multibit * 24,5,17cm « Jitter reduction interface -

Micromega DAC 700 bitstream * 43,28,88cm * AES/EBU input S - N -

Audiomeca Elixir 745 bitstream e electrical out op,txcglﬂM e rem ® 25, 39,9cm

Arcam Black Box 500 750 136 bitstream  electrical out * optical out * rem * 43,9,28cm * Sophisticated unit with Sync Lock and discrete DAC. Early samples sounded grubby and restrained.
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DACs 27504- DIGI'I‘A.I. RECORDERS £179+, EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS £35 - £40

Propuct £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Meridian 563 750 127 delta sigma « 3 electrical out * optical out * 33,9,34cm * Warmer than the earlier 200-series, the 563 flies with a top rate transport. REC'D
DPA Enlightenment 795 multibit « 20,28,8cm * Unique DPA DX32 DAC ) o
Audiolab 8000DAL7 800 127 bitstream © 45,8,36cm * Just as smooth and ref/ned as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music. S
Micromega T/DAC 800 bitstream e 22,28,88cm  Four inputs o
_Pink Triangle Ordinal 837 136 bitstream  electrical out * optical out * 23,8,35cm * The cheapest dual-differential DAC7 converter available offers top-flight sound quality. B'BUY
Thule DAC-200 849 87 bitstream < electrical out * optical out * A good first effort from Thule, even though its fizzy and over-eager sound could do with some house-training. .
Woodside DAC1 909 87 multibit « electrical out * optical out * Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms — but flexible, musical and well built.

Monrio 188 925 multibit * electrical out * optical out ¢ 14,8,36cm * Inc outboard PSU - . -

Sentec Diana 993 multibit  electrical out  optical out o

“Linn Numerik 1,075 144 multibit * 32,8,33cm * A new 20 bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a tad dry and humourless.
PS Audio SuperLink 2 1,230 multibi i
Counterpoint UA20 1,295 _multibit * DACCard for DA-10E } N R
Counterpoint DA-11E 1,495 144 electrical out * optical out * rem * 49,6,27cm * (Tested with DA-11E). Harsh and fatiguing sound. o

Micromega Duo Pro 2 1,500 bitstream * 34,48,31cm * AES in input o

Wadia 12 1,530 multibit * electrical out * optical out * Balanced and AT&T input o B

_Pink Triangle DaCago 1,536 144 bitstream  electrical out * optical out * 46,8,35cm * With Cardinal and DC PSU, the DaCapo i is bestwith its 22bit option. It is warm but over- rm but over-polished.

Pink Triangle DC Su 1,590 144 46,8,35cm » Massive battery PSU for DaCapo

Audio Note DAC3,7 1,650  multibit e rem - - o S
Theta Pro-Prime Il 1800 bitstream  electrical out * 42523cm - o -
Counterpoint DA-10E 1,895 144 electrical out * optical out * rem  Interchangeable DAC, optional - .

Theta Probasic Il 2299  multibit « 42,5,29cm B - . o o

_Sonic Frontiers SFD- ,1@ 2,495  multibit « 48,10 33cm;,IiDCD comgatlble tune ou pyt . o I
Teac D-2 - 2,499 133 multibit * 23,14,49cm « Assessed with the P-2s, Teac’s VRDS statement sounds thin and uninvolving. A disappointment. o S
PS Audio UltraLink 2 2,650 133 multibit * 38,6,20cm < With Lambda transport, the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. REC'D
LFD DAC3 2699 multibit » 48,7,37cm  Optional balanced output o

_DPA PDM256 3 bi « electrical out * optical out * 20,28,8cm * Highly advanced, with adjustable dither. but the different settings only leads to compromise.

Krell Studio2 ] ‘multibit » 42,13,27cm « AT&T in —

Wadia 15 3,790 multibit * electrical out * optical out * rem * 35,9,41cm * Software upgradable o N

Audio Research DAC2 3,940  multibit « 48,14,26cm * 20bit, 8x o/s o .

Mark Levinson No 36 3,995 multibit « electrical out * 20 bit, FIFO input buffer
_Krell Studio 4,450 multibit * 42,6,32cm * AT&T in . . o

PS Audio Ref Link 4,550 multibit » 38,8,36cm ¢ AT&T input

Wadia 64.4 4,750 multibit  electrical out * optical out * 35,8,28cm < Balanced output

Sonic Frontiers SFD-2/2 5,295 multibit * 48,10,33cm * HDCD compatible, tune output

Theta Pro Gen Il 5,690 multibit « 42,8 34cm  AT&T input option

_DPA PDM10924 5995 bitstream e electrical out * optical out * 40,30,8cm * Unique DPA DX128 DAC B

Theta Pro Gen V. 8,500 multibit e electrical out * 42,8,34cm I — —
Wadia 9 1279 multibit * electrical out * optical out * rem * 44,9,36cm Digital volume, separate PSU - o .
Krell Reference 64 14,900  multibit * 42,13,39cm * AT&T in -

igital recorders come is a variety of  format, which offers instant track access and can’t be worn
D different guises, but have yet to out like a tape. DAT has been on the market for quite some l‘eY
make much of an impact on the time now, but has never really ‘made it’ as a consumer MiniDisc, Digital Audio Tape,
domestic market. At present there are four types to choose medium. In the last year or so it has began to carve itself a Digital Compact Cassette . type of recording medium

from: DAT (digital audio tape), MD (Mini Disc), and DCC niche at the top end of the market, replacing reel to reel electrical, optical in

. . digital input(s)
(digital compact cassette) and CD-R (CD Recordable). DCCis  tape recorders as the audiophile’s tape-based medium. CD- electrical, optical out.

digital output(s)

backwards compatible inasmuch as the machines can play Riis just coming into its own with the release of Pioneer’s . -
regular audio tapes. MD’s claim to fame is its optical disc PD-Ro5. bitstream, multibit etc DAC pe
Propuct £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

DIGITAL RECORDERS

Nakamichi 10007 POA Digital Audio Tape  electrical in  optical in  electrical out  optical out I B

Philips DCC300 179 Digital Compact Cassette ¢ electrical in ¢ 36,11,30cm R _ o
Philips DCC600 199 123 Digital Compact Cassette * electrical in * 44,12,30cm * Simplified circuit and mechanism, but the Philips badly needs a DA converter transplant.

Philips DCC951 300 Digital Compact Cassette * electrical in ® J),t,lcalm « electrical out * multibit ¢ Turbodrive mech, 18 bit - o o .
Sharp MD-M11E 450 MiniDisc * 8,3,11cm * Recorder, title generator o I I
Pioneer D-05 800 Digital Audio Tape * 96kHz sampling R
‘Sony MBS501 800 MiniDisc « electrical in * optical in * electrical out * optical out * bitstream * 43,9, 35cm e Sample rate cpnverter o

Sony DTC80ES 800 in » electrical out * optical out * bitstream * 43,11,55cm « SBM o S
JVC XM-D1BK 900 out « optical out ¢ bitstream  18,5,13cm * Minidisc record and playe r o
_Pioneer D-07 1,150 » electrical out * optical out * 44,14,38cm * 96kHz record, Legato Link

TeacR-9 1,200 Digital Audio Tape = electrical in * optical in * electrical out * optical out * bitstream  45,16,36cm * Based on TASCAM technology

Meridian CDR 4,500 CD-R  electrical in * optical in * electrical out - ) — — o

than you might imagine; the particle board, hardwood, glass and all manner of steel helf nitch between shel
effect it can have on the sound of  tube and section. The majority are built for sound quality RS SR

H i-fi furniture is more important There’s a variety of approaches and materials used include Key to stands & supports

your system is far from subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be splitup  first, aesthetics second, but there are attractive examples. 60, 39, 48cm . size width, depth, height in cm
into two categories — equipment supports and B Speakers stands come in a variety of sizes and styles to .....medium density fibreboard
loudspeaker stands. suit different models. Use dealer or manufacturer pillar/frame multi leg stand
M It is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment recommendations to narrow down the choice of types, but | column single leg stand
support, but some are definitely more equal than others. as a general rule the you want the tweeter at ear height.

Propuct £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Ixos 800 i35 Equipment support © single shelf « Mini/midi pedestal I S

Deadrock 701 40 Equipment support * Single module - - o = == = =
Ixos 701 40 Equipment support * single module
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No Wood

No Veneer

No Contest

CONTROL FLEXURE ALLOY CONES

ELECTROFLUIDICS,

27 Fournier Street, London E1 BQE ; sfsarlelesistas s
Telephone: 071 247 0813 THE SOUND FOUNDATION *

WE SRR ER Silly

CAe é/'—&‘/"s;&&a rr TS

AMPLIFIERS: Was: SALE SPEAKERS:
ONIX OA21S £430.00 £329.95 Tannoy D500 £1595 £1199
ONIX OA24 +SOAP2 + Heybrook Heystak £499.95 £359.95
OA601 Power Amp £1400 £999.95 Epos ESII £445.00 £369.95
Nakamichi 1A4S £199.95 £139.95 RECORD DECKS:
Kinshaw Overture £499.95 £379.95 Roksan TMS Piano Black
Densen "The Beat" £599.95 £529.95 +Naim Aro Arm £3450 £1895
CD PLAYERS: Linn LP12, Akito Arm,
Onix CD33 £999.95 £759.95 ATOC7 Cartridge
Roksan Attessa ll £1495 £959.95 (Second Hand) £579.95
Naim CDI £1997 £1595 A V. AMPLIFIERS
TEAC T1 Transport £499.95 £429.95 Arcam Xeta £999.95 £799.00
Musical Fidelity E600 £599.95 £459.95 Yamaha DSPA780 £630.00 £529.95
DAC CONVERTERS: Denon AVC1530 £480.00 £449.00
Pink Triangle D'Capo 18bit £1537.00 £1099 QUAD:
Pink Triangle Ordinal 18bit £837.00 £629.95  34/FM4/306. 66/66FM/67CD
Kinshaw Perception £825.00 £569.95 406 PLEASE PHONE

Most sale Items are either new or ex demonstration models and are covered by our full one year guarantees.
Full Servicing Facilltles - 2 Year Guarantees - Mall Order - Instant Credlt Faclltles - Access - Visa - Switch

YEOWVIL BOURNENMOUTH
T 70, Middle Street 128, Poole Road
Yeovil WWestbourme
Somerset Bourmemouth
0193 5-79361 OT1T202-751522

CLOSED ALL DAY MONDAYS



SPEAKER STANDS & EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS £30 - £700

Proouct £ Issue SpeciFicaTions & COMMENTS

JPW Add-on 50 Equipment support ¢ Add-on shelves (x2)

Ixos 711 60 Equipment support © 1 shelf * Toughened glass shelf

Sound Organisation 2022 60 Equipment support  Wall mountable ¢ 50w,47dcm e Removable shelf
Ixos 802 70 Equipment support * 2 shelf * Mini component, 215mm spacing

Sound Organisation 7230 70
Sound Organisation 2021 75

JPW 3 tier 80

Ixos 803 90

Sound Organisation 2030 95

Alphason R24/24 100
Alphason R17/17 100
Alphason R12/12 100
Ixos 802P 100
Ixos 703 100
JPW 5 tier 100
Ixos 803P 110
Ixos 804 110
Sound Organisation 2060 115
Alphason TV24/17 120
DNM DOMOWS 125
DNM DOMOPS 125

Mana Acs Sound Frame 125
Sound Organisation 2550 125

Alphason GR24/24 130
Alphason GR17/17 130
Alphason GR12/12 130
Ixos 713 130
Sound Organisation 2038 130
Ixos 804P 140
Ixos 704 140

Alphason TV24/175 150
Mana Acs Mini Table 150

Alphason VR24/24 160
Alphason VR17/17 160
Alphason VR12/12 160
Ixos 705 170
Soundstyle X300 170
Ixos 714 190
Alphason AV24/17 200
Mana Acs Sound Stage 200
Soundstyle X305 200
Soundstyle X053 200
Soundstyle X050 200
Soundstyle X100 210
Alphason AV24/17S 230
Ixos 715 230
Soundstyle X058 230
Mana Acs Sound Table 235
Soundstyle X310 240
Soundstyle X120 240
Soundstyle X105 240

Mana Acs 2 Tier Amp stnd 325
Mana Acs Reference Table350
Mana Acs 3 Tier Amp stnd 450
Mana Acs 4 Tier Amp stnd 500
Mana Acs 5 Tier Amp stnd 600
Mana Acs 6 Tier Amp stnd 700

SPEAKER STANDS
JPW WB 30

Alphason NC1-60 40
Alphason NCI1-50 40
Alphason NC1-40 40
Sound Organisation 2023 42
JPW MS2 45
Ixos 903 50
Ixos 902 50
Ixos 901 50

Sound Organisation 2026 50
Sound Organisation 2027 50
Sound Organisation 2037 50

JPW MS3 55
Alphason NC11-40 70
Alphason NC11-50 70
Alphason NC11-60 70

Sound Organisation 2040 70
Sound Organisation 2055 72
Sound Organisation 2010 76
Sound Organisation Z018 78
JPW MS1 80
Sound Organisation 2024 80
Alphason Titan S-50 100
Alphason Titan S-40 100

Soundstyle X024 100
Soundstyle X020 100
Soundstyle X016 100
Soundstyle X012 100

Sound Organisation 2128 108
Sound Organisation 2129 110
Alphason Titan L-40 130
Alphason Titan L-50 130
Alphason Titan S-60 130
JPW HS2 130
JPW HS1 130

HI-FI CHOICE

Equipment support * 3 shelf « 50,40,43cm * Satin finish, self assembly
Equipment support © 2 shelf « 50,40,36cm

Equipment support 3 shelf rack

Equipment support * 3 shelf ¢ Mini component, 125mm spacing
Equipment support * 3 shelf * 50,40,43cm

Equipment support © 3 shelf, MDF ¢ 60,39,48cm

Equipment support © 3 shelf, MDF  60,39,34cm

Equipment support © 3 shelf, MDF « 60,39,24cm

Equipment support « 2 shelf * mini - with pedestal/CD store

Equipment support ¢ 3-shelf

Equipment support © 5 shelf rack

Equipment support © 3 shelf « mini - with pedestal/CD store

Equipment support © 4 shelf ¢ Mini component, 125mm spacing
Equipment support ¢ 4 shelf  50,40,62cm

TV base module * 3 shelves, MDF « 67,39,41cm

Turntable wall stand * Lightweight « 37 deepcm

Turntable support © Lightweight < 37,50,46cm

Equipment supports ¢ 1 shelf  Used singly (glass) for equipment, or in pairs for speakers
Equipment support * 5 shelf * 50,40,77cm « Satin finish, self assembly
Equipment support « 3 glass shelves ¢ 60,39,48cm

Equipment support * 3 glass shelves ¢ 60,39,34cm

Equipment support * 3 glass shelves ¢ 60,39,24cm

Equipment support © 3 shelf * Toughened glass shelf

Equipment support ¢ 5 shelf * 50,40,84cm

Equipment support © 4 shelf « mini - with pedestal/CD store

Equipment support

TV base module * 3 shelves, MDF « 67,39,34cm © Swivel top
Equipment support * Glass shelf

Equipment support © 3 shelves, rosewood * 60,39,48cm

Equipment support * 3 shelves, rosewood * 60,39,34cm

Equipment support * 3 shelves, rosewood * 60,39,34cm

Equipment support ¢ 5 shelf

Equipment support « 4 legs  59,38,51cm ¢ Glass shelves

Equipment support * 4 shelf « Toughened glass shelves

AV base module * 5 shelves, MDF * 127,39,94cm < ‘L' shaped
Upgrade unit  Upgrades amp stand or Reference table

Equipment support © 3 shelf * 77,44,51cm * Glass shelves

Equipment support © 4 shelf « 64cm < 3 pillar, 16.9cm shelf pitch
Equipment support © 4 shelf « 64cm 3 pillar, 12.8cm shelf pitch
Equipment support © 4 glass shelves ¢ 58,49,64cm « 16.9cm shelf pitch
AV base module * 6 shelf, MDF * 127,39,94cm < Swivel base for TV
Equipment support * 5 shelf  Toughened glass shelves

Equipment support © 5 shelf ¢ 78cm © 3 pillar, 15.3cm shelf pitch.
Equipment support

Equipment support * 3 shelves ¢ 103,44,51cm © Glass shelves
Equipment support © 6 glass shelves ¢ 59,49,109cm < 16.9cm shelf pitch
Equipment support © 5 glass shelves © 59,49,84cm  16.9cm shelf pitch
Equipment supports e 2 shelves e Infinitely upgradable

Equipment support

Equipmentsupports © 3 shelves * Infinitely upgradable

Equipment supports © 4 shelves © Infinitely upgradable

140 Equipment supports * 5 shelves * Infinitely upgradable. Gets the whole system organised

Equipment supports © 6 shelves © Infinitely upgradable. King among equipment stands

speaker supports  wall brackets

speaker stands < pillar type © 23w,60hcm e Double column, steel
speaker stands e pillar type ¢ 23w,50hcm © steel

speaker stands « pillar type © 23w,40hcm © steel

speaker wall bracket

speaker stands © 3 leg ¢ 39,29,45cm e for Sonata

speaker stands  single column * 60cm

speaker stands e single column * 47cm

speaker stands * single column * 39cm

speaker stands e high - tripod base ¢ 60cm

speaker stands * mid - tripod base * 45cm

speaker stands © low - tripod base ¢ 30cm

speaker stands * 3 leg * 37,30,61cm * For Minim

speaker stands e pillar type ¢ 23w,40hcm ¢ Double column, steel
speaker stands * pillar type ¢ 23w,50hcm  Double column, steel
speaker stands « pillar type ¢ 23w,60hcm  Double column, steel
speaker stands * frame type * 45cm e Fixed top spikes

speaker stands  frame type ¢ 60cme Fixed top spikes

speaker stands < pillart ype ¢ 25¢cm

speaker stands e pillar type * 46cm

speaker stands © 4-leg « 39,32,46¢cm © For AP2, AP3, P1
speaker stands « pillar type ¢ 61cm

speaker stands e pillar type * 29w,50hcm © cast iron

speaker stands  pillar type * 29w,40hcm e cast iron

speaker stands  61cm

speaker stands ¢ 48cm

speaker stands ¢ 41cm

speaker stands ¢ 31cm

speaker stands * column type « 45cm e Adjustable top/bottom spikes
speaker stands * pillar type ¢ 61cm < Adjustable top/bottom spikes
speaker stands e pillar type * 27w,40hcm e cast iron

speaker stands < pillar type ® 29w,50hcm e cast iron

speaker stands © pillar type * 29w,60hcm e cast iron

speaker stands « for Ruby 2 * 26,29,45¢cm

speaker stands < for Ruby 1 * 23,25,58cm

REC'D

B'BUY

B'BUY
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HEADPHONES £10 - £37:

here are a variety of different
T approaches to headphone
design. Among the more
expensive models, electrostatic drivers are used in open-

correspondingly open sound, but one can also hear external
noise, of course. Closed-back designs are useful in
situations where it is necessary to block out noise.
B There are three styles of headphone: circumaural models

Key

open back, sealed, in-gar ..........

wovvivvennnnnnnNEGAphONE type

backed phones. The more down-to-earth models feature enclose the ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad 275¢ weight n grams
dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed- which presses on the outer ear; and intra-aurals (in-ear) rest | T60RM...............o.....impedance
back designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a inside the ear itself, a la personal stereos.
Propuct £ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
HEADPHONES
Maxell EB-425 10 in-ear model ¢ 13g ¢ 32 Ohm e« Stereo ear buds, winder case
Maxell HP-700 10 open back ¢ 56g ¢ 22 Ohm * Adjustable locking headband
Ross RMH-310TV. 10 open back * 51g * 8 Ohm « For video and TV
Ross RIH-550 10 in-ear model * 5g ¢ 16 Ohm e Inner ear, with volume control
Sennheiser HD26 10 open back * 45g ¢ 32 Ohm * Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug
Sony MDR-009 10 open back ¢ 40g  2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
Audio TechnicaATH-S22 11 open back ¢ 5g 16 Ohm * Inner ear
~Sony MDR-WO7L 11 in-ear model * 13g ¢ 1m mini plug
Ross RIH-460CD 12 in-ear model  16g * 16 Ohm « Vertical inner ear, volume pot
~Sony MDR-A009 12 open back
Sony MDR-E515V 12 in-ear model  5g ¢ 1m lead, mini plug
Aiwa HP-X201 13 sealed * 230g * Dual plug
“Riwa HP-A360 13 open back * 65g ¢ 40 Ohm * Banded, bass resonator ducts
Maxell HP-500 13 45g * 32 0hm * 2.7m lead, 6.3/3.5mm fit
Ross RDH-200CD 13 sealed ¢ 150g » 8 Ohm < Closed back
Sennheiser HD36 13 open back * 62g ¢ 32 Ohm e Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug
‘Sony MDR-V50 13 sealed
Audio Technica ATH-P3 15 open back * 90g ¢ 22 Ohm * ‘Omniphones’
Beyer DT111 Alpha 15 open back ¢ 30g ¢ 32 Ohm * Miniature
JVC HA-D410 B 15 sealed * 90g * 32 0hm * 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
Kenwood KH-535 15 in-ear model * 32 Ohm ¢ 3.5mm plug
Maxell HP-1000 15 open back * 95g ¢ 32 0hm * 2.7m lead, digital ready
Ross RDH-100CD 15 sealed * 144g * 8 Ohm < CD headphone
Sennheiser HD56 15 open back © 72g ¢ 32 Ohm * Mini, 1.2m lead, dual plug
Sony MDR-E525 15 in-ear model * 5g ¢ 1m lead, mini plug
Sony MDR-24 15 open back ® 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
Vivanco SR120 . sealed * 32g * 32 Ohm e Large earcups
_Audio Technica ATH-S44 16 open back ¢ 5g * 16 Ohm < Inner ear
Pioneer SE-5 16 open back ¢ 60g ¢ 30 Ohm * 2m OFC cable
Sony MDR-25 16 open back
Sony MDR-W12L 16 in-ear model ¢ 1.2m mini plug
_Ross RDH-300CD 17 133 sealed » 155g « 8 Ohm * In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive sounding design.
Sony MDR-008TV. 17 open back * 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
JVCHA-CD88 18 open back ¢ 38g * 32 Ohm -
Sony MDR-E535 18 in-ear model * 5g ¢ 1.2m lead, mini plug B
Sony MDR-44 18 open back * 7m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
Sony MDR-009TV 19 open back ¢ 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug B
Vivanco SR250 19 sealed * Xtra bass feature
Aiwa HP-X301 20 sealed * 230g * 3m lead, dual plug
Audio Technica ATH-P1/TV 20 open back * 55g 25 Ohm  ‘Omniphones’, vol control
Audio Technica ATH-P5 20 open back * 70g * 40 Ohm * ‘Omniphones’
Beyer DT111 Beta 20 open back * 30g * 16 Ohm  Neodymium magnet
JVC HA-D525 20 sealed
JVC HA-F65 20 in-ear model * 32 Ohm e In-ear
“Kenwood KH-757 20 in-ear model * 32 Ohm * 3.5mm plug
Kenwood KH-1000 20 121 open back = 30g = 32 Ohm e First step up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive
“Maxell HP-2000 20 open back © 140g 32 Ohm * Volume control digital ready
_Pioneer SE-15 20 open back ¢ 65g ¢ 30 Ohm ¢ 2m OFC cable
Sony MDR-35 20 open back
Sony MDR-CD30 20 sealed * 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
Sony MDR-E747MP 20 in-ear model * 6g ¢ 1.2m lead, mini plug
Sony MDR-CD50 20 sealed * 180g 24 Ohm * 2m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
Sony MDR-5747 . 20 in-ear model * 6g * 1.2m lead, mini plug
Vivanco SR150 20 sealed ¢ 32g * 32 Ohm < In-line volume control
Ross RDH-400CD 22 sealed » 186g » 8 Ohm < Digital headphone
Sony MDR-P1TV 22 sealed * 5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug
Sony MDR-A22L 22 in-ear model ¢ 1.2m mini plug
AKG K2 23 open back ¢ 70g * 200 0hm < Mini
Pioneer SE-32 23 open back ¢ 94g ¢ 40 Ohm * 2.5 metre OFC cable
Aiwa HP-VX303 25 sealed * 230g * In-line controls, dual plugs
AKG K33 25 open back ¢ 90g 50 Ohm
_Beyer DT111 Gamma 25 open back ¢ 32g ¢ 16 Ohm * With volume control
JVC HA-D625 25 sealed
_JVC HA-D610 25 sealed * 120g * 32 Ohm * 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks
Kenwood KH-959 25 in-ear model * 32 Ohm < 3.5mm plug
Pioneer SE-52 25 open back * 104g * 40 Ohm * 2.5 metre OFC cable
VivancoSR200 25 sealed * 32g ¢ 32 0hm e Titanium finish
Audio Technica ATH-M2A 28 sealed  115g ¢ 22 0hm * Mid size
Sennheiser Vegas 28 open back * 118g 32 Ohm * 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
Sennheiser Manhattan 28 open back * 118g 32 Ohm  3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm
Sony MDR-CD250EX 28 sealed * 3m, 3.5/6.3mm lead
Maxell HP-3000 30 133 120g * 32 Ohm e Solid, smooth sounding supra-aural headphone but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls.
Pioneer SE-15V 30 open back ¢ 65g ¢ 30 Ohm * 5m OFC cable
Technics RP-HT77 30 sealed * 160g * 32 Ohm * 3m lead, OFC wire
Vivanco SR300 30 sealed * 32g * 32 Ohm < Single cable design
Beyer DT211 33 open back * 120g * 40 Ohm e Supra-aural
Pioneer SE-330D 35 sealed  165g = 35 0hm * 3m cable, bass boost duct
Pioneer SE-400D 37 133 sealed * 185g 35 Ohm  Acceptable, if unexciting all-rounder, this supra-aural phone has good long-term comfort levels. REC'D
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HEADPHONES £38 - £449

£ IsSue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Propuct

Sennheiser HD60TV 38
Aiwa HP-X705 40
Kenwood KH-2020 40
Sennheiser HD445 Il 40
Technics RP-HT300 40
Technics RP-HT86 40
Vivanco SR606 40
AKG K44 42
Audio Technica ATH-M4A 42
JVC HA-D727 43
Sony MDR-CD450 45
AKG K135 46
Pioneer SE-500D 48
Beyer DT311 49
Sennheiser HD414 Classic 50
Sennheiser HD455 50
Sony MDR-IF210 50
Technics RP-HT400 50
Vivanco IR5700 50
Vivanco IR5000 50
Vivanco SR850 50
JVC HA-D710 55
Beyer DT331 59
Pioneer SE-700D 60
Sony MDR-CD550 60
Technics RP-HT600 60
JVC HA-DI10 65
Sennheiser HD465 65
Beyer DT411 69
Kenwood KH-5000 70
Nakamichi SP7 70
Sennheiser 15.360/UK 70
Sony MDR-D33 70
Technics RP-HT700 70
Vivanco IR6000 70
Vivanco SR909 70
AKG K141 74
Jecklin Float Model 1 15
Sennheiser HD475 75
Audio Technica ATH-M7A 78
Sony MDR-IF210K 80
AKG K240 Monitor 82
Sennheiser HD25 SP 85
Beyer DT431 89
Audio Technica ATH911 90
Audio Tech ATH910PRO 90
Sony MDR-D55 90
Sony MDR-CD750 90
Vivanco IR6500 90
Beyer DT511 99
Jecklin Float Model 2 99
Sennheiser HD535 100
Technics RP-F10 100
Vivanco SR10001FL 110
AKG K270 112
AKG K280 Parabolic 17
AKG K400 118
Sennheiser HD545 Ref 120
Sony MDR-D77 120
Vivanco IR7100 120
AKG K270 Studio 121
Beyer DT531 129
Beyer [RS790 129
AKG K500 138
Beyer DT770 Pro 139
Beyer DT100 139
Sennheiser HD565 Ovat'n 140
Sennheiser HD265 Linear 140
Vivanco IR7600 140
Vivanco SR200IFL 140
Sennheiser 1S450 150
Beyer DT801 159
Sennheiser HD25 160
Beyer DT990 Pro 163
Stax SR34 169
Beyer DT811 179
Sennheiser 1S550 180
Technics RP-F30 180
Sony MDR-610k 190
AKG K340 191
Beyer IRS890 199
Beyer DT901 199
Sennheiser HD 580 Prec’'n 200
Sony MDR-CD1000 200
Beyer DT911 219
Stax SR Gamma 239
JVC HA-D1000 250
Stax SR84 259
Audio Technica ATHI000 273
Stax SR Lambda 349
Jecklin Float ELS 399
Stax Gamma Pro 399
Stax Lambda Pro 449
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open back * 118g * 32 Ohm * 6.8m lead (inc vol control)

sealed * 130g * Dual plug, 2m ext cable

sealed * 210g * 32 Ohm * 2.5m OFC lead

open back * 125g « 52 Ohm < Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, with a cold treble
sealed * Single sided cord

sealed ¢ 165g ¢ 35 Ohm * 3m lead, XBS acoustic load

open back  225g * 32 Ohm Altlrouglr slightly overblown at times, this model is easy on the ears and essentially enjoyable

open back * 90g * 50 Ohm e Good quality personal oriented phone, cou/d have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative.
sealed ¢ 139g * 28 Ohm * Mid size

sealed

sealed * 260g * 24 Ohm * Fair acoustic isolation and comfortable construction, moderate sound.

open back ¢ 160g * 150 Ohm  The K135 doesn't live up to the usual AKG standards, though it does have the ability to convey rhythm well.
sealed * 175g * 35 Ohm  3m cable, dual bass horn

open back * 124g « 40 Ohm e Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered ‘phone.

open back ¢ 80g * 52 Ohm * The original lives on!

open back ¢ 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm

infra-red cordless * 170g  Extra h/phone w/o transmitter

sealed * Single sided cord

Infra-red cordless

Mono, infra red cordless

open back * Double bow design for comfort

sealed ¢ 210g * 32 Ohm * 3m, 6.3/3.5mjacks

open back * 210g * 40 Ohm * Circum-aural

sealed * 180g * 35 Ohm * 3m cable, dual bass horn

sealed « 270g « 45 Ohm * Competent headphone creates remarkable space from a closed back design and sounds natural to boot.
sealed  3m lead, double headband

sealed » 220g = 32 Ohm e Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations.

open back © 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm

open back * 120g * 250 Ohm e A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price.

sealed * 280g 32 Ohm * 2.5m OFC lead

open back ¢ 150g * 45 Ohm

sealed ¢ 240g  Budget infra-red model

sealed ¢ 120g 45 Ohm  1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug

sealed * 5m lead, double headband

Stereo infra-red cordless

open back ¢ 285g * 600 Ohm * Remote control lead, all plugs

open back * 225g * 600 Ohm

open back * 400g = 200 Ohm « Whilst very unuusal in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price.
open back  Selected drivers/diaphragm

sealed  210g * 40 Ohm * Mid size

infra-red cordless * 170g  Seven metre range infra red

open back * 240g < 600 Ohm  Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user-friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of normal.
sealed * 115g = 85 Ohm < Monitoring headphone

open back * 210g ¢ 40 Ohm e Circum-aural

open back * 280g « 600 Ohm * Dynamic, full size

sealed * 280g * 40 Ohm « The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones.
sealed * 120g * 45 0hm * 1.5m, 3.5/6.3mm plug

sealed * 290g * 45 Ohm * Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable, these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed HF
Stereo infra-red with charger

open back ¢ 200g ¢ 250 Ohm  Circum-aural

open back * 400g « 200 Ohm * Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in long term, despite lack of adjustment.

open back * 255g ¢ 150 Ohm * 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm

sealed * 300g = 32 Ohm = Another very comfortable sealed circum-aural model, has modest sound isolation and uneven sound favouring bass.
open back * 265g = 100 Ohm e In-front localisation

sealed * 250g * 75 Ohm

open back ¢ 250g * 75 Ohm e« Revealing twin-driver design uses the same design principles as a satell:te dish to beam sound into ear.
open back  250g « 120 Ohm « Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed, d) and loured.

open back * 255g ¢ 150 Ohm * 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm

sealed * 140g * 45 Ohm  1.5m, 3.5/6,3mn1 plug

Stereo infra-red cordless

sealed * 250g * 75 Ohm

open back * 245¢g ¢ 250 Ohm * Circum-aural

open back e 270g « Cordless infra-red

open back ¢ 250g * 120 Ohm * X500 offers impressive definition. Balance is on the light side but transparency is high.

sealed * 250g * 600 Ohm ¢ Circum-aural

sealed * 350g * 600 Ohm « Choice of impedances

open back * 255g * 150 Ohm * 3m lead, 3.5/6.3mm

sealed ¢ 260g * 150 Ohm e Closed back

Stereo infra-red cordless

open back e In-front localisation

160g * Infra-red cordless - hi-fi

sealed * 250g * 250 Ohm < Circum-aural

sealed « 140g * 70 Ohm < Professional, closed back

open back * 230g * 600 Ohm e Circum-aural

open back * 170g * Electrostatic

open back ¢ 245g * 250 Ohm e Circum-aural

170g < Infra-red cordless

sealed ¢ 340g 32 Ohm * 3m lead, XBS double drive

infra-red cordless © 470g ¢ Seven meter range infra-red

open back « 380g * 400 Ohm * Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing headphone.
open back ¢ 270g  Cordless infra-red

sealed * 280g ¢ 250 Ohm e Circum-aural

open back ¢ 260g * 300 Ohm « Flagship model

sealed  330g « 45 Ohm ° A fine sounding and comfortable headphone that’s likely to work well with most sources.

open back ¢ 275g * 250 Ohm * Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are very subtle, fine, if expensive cans.

open back * 300g « One down from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise bar the price.

sealed * 340g ¢ 32 Ohm * 5m, 6.3/3.5mjacks

open back * 160g * Electrostatic

open back * 240g * 32 0hm « Electrets which connect to the amp’s speaker outputs, They sound a little too smooth, but would suit aggressive amps.
open back  325g  Electrostatic

open back * 600g * 8 Ohm * These electrostatics have an openness of sound that is rately found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot.
open back < 300g * With SRD-X Pro, the Gamma Pro is like a stethoscope for your hi-fi, revealing subtelties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve.
open back * 325g « With SRD-7B PSU, frighteningly revealing, bringing across more information than loudspeakers costing twice as much.
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LOUDSPEAKERS £30 - £120:

))) Loudspeakers

s the last item in the hi-fi chain,
Athe loudspeaker is merely the

slave of what has gone before; it
is capable only of reproducing a signal as good as it is fed.
Nevertheless, the distortions (colorations and stereo effects)
introduced by loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be greater
than those anywhere else in the hi-fi chain, so careful
selection of models is very important.
M The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure (much
of which may have begun life as part of a tree) plus a couple
of drive units hidden behind a removable grille. Inside the
box lurks a simple electrical circuit known as a crossover,
which divides the incoming (full range) signal into the right
bits for the drivers to handle. The designer’s primary task is
to balance the ‘sensitivity’ of the loudspeaker (how loud it
goes for a given electrical input) against the bass extension

(how low it goes), for the given box size. After that, such
subtleties as coloration (or lack of it) and dispersion come
into the equation.

B Careful placement of the loudspeakers within the room is
as important as the initial choice of model. For good stereo
the enclosures need to be more or less the same distance
from nearby walls.

B There are two subsections within the overall heading of
loudspeakers: these are satellites and subwoofers, and
active subwoofers. The former is a combination of small
mid/treble units and a single subwoofer which provides the
bass. They are primarily designed for situations where the
sight of loudspeakers would harm domestic harmony. Active
subwoofers have built in power amplifiers and offer ‘real’
bass extension.

Key to loudspeakers

horn, ported, sealed etc............................................cabinet type
2 driver number of drive units
T08AB......oooo sensitivity @ Lmetre for 2.83 volts
8 Ohms nominal impedance
100w manufacturer's power rating

Key to satellites & subwoofers

89dB..................ccooooceoee... SENSIIVILY @ 1metre for 2.83 volts
now i power rating in Watts
Key to active subwoofers

stereo ubwoofer type
50W amplifierpower
THX oo THX-aDprOVed (where appropriate)

Propuct £ Issue SpeCIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
LOUDSPEAKERS
Realistic Minimus 3.5 30 2driver * 8 Ohms * 15W ¢ 9,15,5cm
Realistic Minimus 21 30 2driver 8 Ohms * 10W  15,24,13cm
_Grundig MBX220 40 ported 2 driver * 4 Ohms * 30W * Stand/shelf use
Wharfedale Centre Cube 49~ ported * 87dB * 8 Ohms  75W « 14,13,12cm * Shielded centre speaker
JPW Minim SGL SHD 50 ported * 2 driver * 87dB 6 Ohms * 70W 19,28, 20cm * Shielded, single speaker
JPW Satellite SGL SHD 50  ported * 2 driver * 85dB * 8 Ohms * 70W * 13,24,11cm < Shielded, single speaker
‘Sony SS-E300 50 sealed * 2 driver  88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 160W « 73,41,20cm * Magnetically shielded
Sony SS-V77 50 2 driver = 90dB * 16 Ohms * 19,9,14cm * Full range surround speakers
Realistic M'mus 26 56 2 driver » 87dB « 8 Ohms « 40W  18,28,11cm
JVC SX-SC1VBK 60 ported * 2 driver * 14,21,14cm * Magnetically shielded
‘Mordaunt-Short CS-1D 60 ported 2 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 16,23,13cm * Shielded, Positec protected -
Realistic Minimus Pro-7 60 ported * 2 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 50W * 11,18,11cm * Revised design
Goodmans Active 75 65 active * 80W
Jamo Studio 80 70 ported * 2 driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms * 45W « 3522 17cm « High sensitivity
Denon SC-M2 80 sealed © 2 driver » 87dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 70W * 19,28,20cm
Denon SCM2 80 sealed * 87dB * 6 Ohms * 70W « 19,28,20cm * UK designed & built
Genexxa GX330 80 6 0hms * 50W « 35,21,24cm
Goodmans M100 80  ported * 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 75W  17,26,20cm * Bookshelf, close to wall
Grundig MBX310 80 ported * 3 driver 4 Ohms * 70W * 18,42,29cm * 3 drivers, 2 way
_JPW Satellite 80 ported © 2 driver * 85dB * 8 Ohms * 70W * 13,24,11cm * Shielded, single speaker o
JPW Minim 80 82 ported « 2 driver  87dB « 6 Ohms * 70W * 19,28,20cm ° Civilised but undynamically, the Minim is great in small rooms and at limited volume. REC'D
JVC SP-V50 80 ported 2 driver * 23,41.21cm * Magnetically shielded
Sony SS-E500 80 sealed * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 35,47,20cm * Magnetically shielded
Teac LS-X8 80 ported 2 driver 8 Ohms * 30W * 11,18, 11cm * In black or white
Technics SB-CS55 80 ported © 2 driver * 8 Ohms  60W ¢ 25,43,25cm * Shelf/stand, shielded
GLL Arena 89 87dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 70W « 26,23,14cm
_JPW Minim Pair Solid 89 ported 2 driver * 87dB * 6 Ohms * 70W < 19,28,20cm * Shielded
Wharfedale Valdus 100 89 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 180W * 27,17,18cm  2-way bookshelf
Jamo Cornet 20.4 90 ported * 2 driver « 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 50W * 21,16,13cm * Black/mahogany
_Advent Mini 99 2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms  120W * 16,28,14cm * Bookshelf/stand mount
_Celestion Little 1 99 sealed * 2 driver * 90dB « 8 Ohms * 50W  9,20,15cm
Celestion 1 99 114 ported * 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 50W  16,27,21cm * Sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart is in the right place. B'BUY
Wharfedale Diamond 6R 99 ported * 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 16,27,22cm * Stand/bookshelf mount
“Yamaha NS-C80 99 2 driver * 90dB * 6 Ohms * 80W ¢ 14,45,17cm
Allison AL100 100 94 ported * 2 driver  90dB * 4 Ohms * 150W « 33,24,19cm * Loud and lively budget wall-mount is big and beefy, but lacks sparkle and refinement ~ B'BUY
Gale Ref Monitors 100 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms  70W * Bookshelf, black finish
Goodmans HT100 100 2 driver » 86dB * 8 Ohms * 60W * 25,53,20cm
Interaudio XL1000 100 2 driver * 8 Ohms * 50W * 19,29,17cm
Jamo Studio 110 100 ported * 3 driver * 91dB * 50W * 24,42,22cm
JPW Sonata Vinyl 100 ported 2 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 70W * 23,32,22cm
JVC SP-X220TBK 100 ported * 3 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms  60W  24,66,24cm
Mission 73S 100 ported © 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 50W * 15,26,15cm * Stand mount, shelf, w/brackets
Realistic Minimus Pro-77 100 ported * 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 55W « 14,22, 11cm  Revised design
Revolver Beretta 100 ported 2 driver * 87dB © 6 Ohms * 80W * 30,19,22cm * Bookshelf/stand mount
Sony SS-J90AV 100 2 driver » 167 Ohms * 19,12,15cm  Shielded centre speaker
Sony SS85E 100 sealed © 2 driver » 85dB = 4 Ohms  70W * 9,32,24cm * UK optimised sound
TDL NFM2-S 100 ported * 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 18,45,17cm « Priced for single speaker
TOL Near Field Monitor 100 130 ported 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 70W * 18,30,17cm * A disappointing underperformer in our tests, at a price that’s not too good.
_Technics SB-CS75 100 ported * 3 driver * 8 Ohms * 60W « 27,49,25cm * Composite mica cone mid
“Wharfedale Valdus 200 109 ported © 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 180W * 38,21,22cm « Stand/bookshelf
Wharfedale Modus Micro 109 ported * 2 driver * 86dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 75W < 14,23,12cm « Shielded
Canon SV-15 110 ported 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 50W * 24,17cm < Utility - wide dispersion
Jamo Sat 160 110 sealed * 2 driver = 90dB « 8 Ohms * 50W * 14,20,88cm * With wall brackets
Jamo D115 110 2 driver « 91dB * 75W * 24,42 22cm
Jamo Cornet 30.4 110 ported * 2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 55W * 20,32,23cm  Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra
Mordaunt-Short MS05i 110 141 ported * 2 driver * 87dB » 8 Ohms * 60W « 26,17,18cm ° Tiny, bass light, but fine voicing at a competitive price. (redesignated ‘i’ but unchanged). REC'D
‘Bose XL1000 115 ported * 2 driver * 8 Ohms  50W * 29,19,17cm
JBL Control One 115 90 ported 2 driver * 87dB « 4 Ohms * 150W * 24,156,14cm © Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; price justified by build
Mordaunt-Short CS1 St 115 ported * 87dB » 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 16,23,13cm  Shielded, Positec protected
GLL Maxim 119 122 86dB * 6 Ohms « 100W * 10,26,17cm  Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a bargain price; a bit feeble. REC'D
Wharfedale Modus Centre 119 ported * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 75W = 46,14,12cm « Shielded centre speaker
AMC WM50 120 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 60W * 19,28,7cm e Ceiling mount
Jamo Artina 120 ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms  50W * 29,25,8cm * Small, flat wall speaker
JPW Sonata 120 71 ported * 2 driver » 87dB * 8 Ohms * 70W * 23,32,22cm * Well balanced, fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, plus real tree wood. B'BUY
Pioneer CS-3030 120 ported 3 driver  90dB 8 Ohms ¢ 120W * 27,54,24cm  Bookshelf
Sony SS125E 120 sealed © 2 driver » 86dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 90W ¢ 22,38,38cm * UK optimised sound
Teac S-W1 120 subwoofer « 6 Ohms * 100W * 17,44,30cm © Coaxial, shielded
Yamaha NS-E80 120 2 driver » 90dB * 6 Ohms * 50W  27,20,7cm
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LOUDSPEAKERS £125 -

£200

Propuct
B&W Solid HCM15 125
Celestion Impact 10
Celestion CSC 129
KEF Coda 7 129
B&W Solid HCM2 130
CanonS-C1I0 130
Jamo Sat 200 II 130
_JPW Subwoofer 130
JVC SP-X550BK 130
Mission 731 130
Visonik David 5001 132
Boston Acoustics HDS 139
Boston Acoustics 325 139
Celestion CS135 139
Celestion 3 MKII 139
Heybrook Prima 139
Wharfedale Modus Mini 139
Genexxa GX650 140
Interaudio XL2000 140
Jamo Studio 140 140
Jamo Sat 300 I! 140
Jamo Cornet 40.4 140
Mordaunt-Short MS10i 140
Advent Baby 2 149
Boston Acoustics CR6 149
Celestion MP1 149
Celestion CS2 149
Harman-Kardon LS0200 149
NAD 800 149
Revolver Colt 149
Rogers LS1 149
Tannoy 631 149
Wharfedale Valdus 300 149
Yamaha NS-C110 149
B&W CWM5 150
Gale Model 2 150
Goodmans HT170 150
Infinity SM65 150
Infinity Reference li 150
JPW P1 Vinyl 150
JVC SP-X770BX 150
Mission 73C 150
Mordaunt-Short CS-1 DM 150
Mordaunt-Short HT30 150
Mordaunt-Short SW1 150
Teac S-300 150
Technics SB-CS95 150
Visonik Sub 4 154
Wharfedale Modus One 159
AMC WM75 160
Bose XL2000 160
Denon SC-E313 160
Denon SC-E313 160
Grundig BX1 160
Interaudio XL3000 160
Jamo D135 160
“Visonik David 6001 163

Boston Acoustics Runab't 169

Celestion CS4 169
GLL Mezzo 169
Allison AL105 170
GLL Imagio IC100 170
Jamo Studio 180 170
Jamo Sat 500 170
JPW P1 170
Pioneer CS-5030 170
Boston Acoustics 350 179
Boston Acoustics 335 179

Boston Acoustics Satellites 179

Wharfedale Modus Sub 179
Bose XL3000 180
Canon S-30 180
Jamo Converta 180
TDL NFM2 180
Celestion Centre 2 189
Celestion 5 MkIl 189
KEF Coda 8 189
Tannoy 632 189
B&W DM600i o190
Bose 101 M'ble Monitor 190
Polk RT3 190
Rega Kyte 198
Royd The Herald 198
B&W DM601 199
Boston Acoustics CR7 199
Celestion Impact 15 199
GLL Magnum 199
Harman-Kardon LS0300 199
Heybrook Solo 199
KEF 60S 199
Wharfedale Modus Three 199
Wharfedale Valdus 400 199
VP Al 199
B&W DM601 200
B&W Solid Monitor 200

HI-FI CHOICE
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ported 2 driver » 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 150W * 17,24,17cm * White & black finishes
ported * 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 75W * 31,19,21cm  Inverted drivers

ported 2 driver * 89dB * 6 Ohms * 75W * 33,13,15¢cm e Centre channel

~ 145 ported ¢ 2 driver « 91dB * 6 Ohms * 70W 18 30 24cm * 2-way stand/shelf

ported * 2 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 75W * 14,20,14cm « White or black finishes
ported e 2 driver « 87dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 95W « 34, 15 15cm  Dolby P-L centre speaker
ported * 2 driver  90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 50W * 15,22,88cm ¢ Stereo passive sub
ported 1 driver  95dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 80W  26,51,27cm
ported © 3 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms * 60W * 24,66,24cm
141 ported * 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms  75W « 31,17,20cm * Good looking and cleverly conceived high-tech miniature could have more brio.
50W « 10,17,10cm
110 ported * 2 driver « 89dB * 8 Ohms  50W * 25,16,18cm * Pretty miniature lacks boxiness, but is short of drama and dynamic drive.
2 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms  50W * 17,17,5cm o Wall/ce|l|ng white flush mount
128 subwoofer e 2 driver © BGdB 8 Ohms 90W 52,19,34cm  Compact passive subwoofer lacks serious bass extensmn for high sensitivity speakers only.
130 ported * 2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms * 75W  21,31,18cm * Smooth and polished by budget speakerslandards if a bit laid back for some tastes.
110 ported * 2 driver » 87dB * 6 Ohms * 60W * 20,29,18cm ° Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight.
ABR © 86dB * 8 Ohms * 75W « 14,39,12cm Shielded two-way
90dB « 8 Ohms * 60W * 23,76,26cm
2 driver ® 8 Ohms ¢ 70W * 23,36,18cm
ported * 3 driver * 91dB * 50W * 22,50,26cm
ported * 2 driver « 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ SOW o 15,21,8cm « Use with SW500
130 ported * 20 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 60W © 20 32 23cm e« Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound.
130 ported « 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 60W * 19,31,22cm * High tech baby has fine bass/mid integrity but the top end is less appealing
ported © 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 75W « 26,39,15¢cm * Bookshelf/stand mount
ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 100W 26,15,20cm * Magnetically shielded
140 ported * 2 driver * 90dB 8 Ohms  150W « 22,30,15cm
ported * 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 60W * 16,29,22cm
130 ported 2 driver * 87dB « 8 Ohms * 50W  21,35,30cm * Laid back to a fault but entertaining nevertheless, and a big box for the price.
ported * 90dB * 6 Ohms * 60W  20,32,24cm « 10 litre enclosure
ported * 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 100W * 30,19,22cm  Bookshelf/stand mount
143 ported * 2 driver * 86dB * 6 Ohms * 86W * 20,20,30cm * High grade miniature
141 ported « 2 driver * 87dB « 6 Ohms * 70W * 19,34,15cm * Beautifully balanced, open, unboxy and quite lively, but short of real muscle.
ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms  180W  47,25,23cm  Stand/bookshelf
2 driver » 90dB * 6 Ohms  120W e 15,47,18cm
2 driver » 87dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 70W ¢ 16,22,7cm * In wall
ported 2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms * 70W * Bookshelf, black finish
2 driver » 92dB « 8 Ohms  100W  25,70,22cm
ported * 94dB * 8 Ohms * 100W ¢ 34,20,19cm * Auto reset protection circuit
sealed * 89dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 50W  34,20,20cm © Pedestal
102 ported * 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 70W * 26,44,25¢cm * Competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that won’t disappoint.
ported * 3 driver * 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 80W * 28,75,25cm
ported 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 75W * 16,20,43cm * TV top, shielded
sealed © 2 driver » 87dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 23,16,13cm © 2 compact paintable speakers
ported * 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 120W e 25, 43 29cm e Shielded, Positec protected
subwoofer ® 90dB « 8 Ohms « 100W * 24,58,26cm  Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers
ported © 2 driver * 6 Ohms * 100W « 17,24,17cm
ported * 3 driver « 8 Ohms  100W * 29,54,25¢cm * Composite mica cone mid
100W © 36,49,31cm
ported © 2 driver 89dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 22,41,29cm * Stand/bookshelf mount
2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 80W * 22,309cm © Ceullng mount
ported * 2 driver * 8 Ohms * 70W * 36,23,18cm
ported © 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 23,36,23cm e Shielded, red mahogany veneer
ported * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 22,75,23cm * UK designed & built
ported * 2 driver * 4 Ohms * 60W  23,40,30cm * 16 litre
2 driver « 8 Ohms * 70W = 29,46,23cm
2 driver » 94dB « 90W e« 28,52,25¢cm
74 2driver » 87dB » 60W * 13,20,12cm © Sharp styling, but the complex grillwork worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom.
2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 50W e 22,15,16cm  White indoor/outdoor system
ported 2 driver * 87dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 75W * 18,33,23cm
141 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 6 Ohms * 100W * 21,36,25¢cm * Good value compact has splended midband but dull treble. Could suit budget systems.
78 ported © 2 driver » 90dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 150W * 24,37,21cm e Pretty enough in appearance; sonically the AL105 doesn't really make the grade at the price.
ported © 2 driver « 88dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 100W  35,23,24cm  ICT coaxial driver
ported 3 driver * 92dB ¢ 80W ¢ 22,50,26cm
ported © 2 driver « 90dB * 8 Ohms SOW ¢ 16,21,14cm e Satellites for SW500
141 ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms » 70W 26, 44 25cm * Longstanding design is remarkable material value (real wood etc) and sounds pretty too.
ported * 3 driver  90dB * 8 Ohms * 140W < 31,53, 250m * Bookshelf
2 driver * 4 Ohms * 50W * 24,17 6cm © Wall/ceiling white flush mount
2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 50W ¢ 18,9cm * Wall mount, white flush
ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms  Also A/V spkrs, black/white
ported * 88dB 8 Ohms ¢ 200W ¢ 57,23,38cm  Two channel double-tuned sub-woofer
ported * 2 driver » 8 Ohms * 90W * 47,29,23cm
114 ported * 1 driver » 90dB * 6 Ohms * 75W * 23,27,24cm * Moulded design has lively coherence, with ‘wide imaging stereo’.
ported * 2 driver  90dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 50W * 235,235¢cm * Lamp-like appearance
ported 3 driver » 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 18,45,17cm
ported © 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 100W « 17,16,42cm * Centre channel
ported * 2 driver » 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms  90W ¢ 25,35,21cm e Largerversion of Celestion 3
ported © 2 driver * 91dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 100W * 20,32,29cm < Developed from Coda 7
135 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms « 90W * 51,43,27cm * Cabinet shaping avoids boxiness and pri ging; fine bass
135 sealed ¢ 2 driver » 87dB * 4 Ohms * 100W * 21,36,25¢cm * Even balance, but dynamically bland; and current demands are rather high.
1 driver * 4 0hms * 60W * 13,23,15cm © Black finish
ported * 2 driver » 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 100W ¢ 19,32,22cm e Shielded stand/shelf
ported * 2 driver * 87dBdB + 8 Ohms « 50W » 19,31,19cm * Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative.
ported * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 31,20,18cm * Stand mount
ported * 2 driver * 88dB 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 26,21,25cm * Kevlar bass, metal dome
2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms  100W « 30,22,24cm * Magnetically shielded
ported * 2 driver » 89dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 90W * 39,24,25cm « Inverted drivers
86dB * 6 Ohms * 100W * 25,42,29cm
88dB * 8 Ohms * 75W 21,38,80cm
90 sealed * 2 driver * 89dB * 6 Ohms  75W « 23,36,23cm * Untidy bass and treble, but handles complex rhythmic material well.
ported * 2 driver * 87dB * 6 Ohms * 60W * 15,25,17cm
ported 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 22,57,29cm * Stand/bookshelf mount
ported © 3 driver  91dB « 8 Ohms ¢ 250W * 80,25,26cm * Floor standing
110 sealed 88dB * 8 Ohms * 50W * 14,22,12cm (.‘ute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun.
ported © 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 6 Ohms IOOW * 20,35,24cm
ported * 90dB 8 Ohms ¢ 150W * 17,24,15cm e Various colours
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350 EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON W2 1EA
Tel: (0171) 402 2100 Fax (0171) 724 7750

*SPECIAL OFFERS

2NSE ::
1976
PIONEER YAMAHA
F AMPLIFIERS ‘ F203L" . £9990  K/uH0 £169.90 ‘ COUDGPEARERS \
AUDIO INNOVATIONS F502RDS £22990  Kxaan £19990  gaw
U £369.90 OTEL o £249.90 601 £199.90
Series 500 £1199.90 RT930AX" . & .. Al Kxwzaz £199 90 602 iy & 55 CaEmEE - -« - - £279.90
""""""" . RT940AX ... .. £199.90 KXW4E2 £249.90 603 . £499.90
AURA RT950BX . ...... .£249.90 com1 £599.90
VASO". ..o £189.90  SONY TURNTABLES 4! e £399 90
VABO®. ..ot £199.90  STS211LB* ............. £99.90 b = | CUMZ cocccmmiiie.-
VAIOON . . £349.90  STS261........... . ... £139.90 2002 e s o« s e o2 e
aTsaet c19990  TECHNICS DMB00* ... oo £139.90
DENON TECHNICS SLBD20. £12070  PA ... £599.90
EMAZSOINI e s L £159.90 1380 £13900  SLBD22. £14990  P5................ £799.90
e £22990  SrGs50................£189.60  SL1210MII £42990 ~ BOSTON
PMA4508.E* ............ £279.90 sTGes0. T eonga0 THORENS 404V £79.90
PMA48OR® ... .......... £159.90  grogoli 19990  TDI8O" ..  p15990 528V erefan
KENWOOD YAMAHA TD166VI*. .. ... .. ,£239.90  VRI2" .:iirsmanssssan.. £279.90
KA1060 . oo ssssimssne o - s £119.90 TX480 ... £139.90 TD166 VIREGA* .. ... ... £269.90 VR40* ... .. ... £699.90
KA3020SE*............. £169.90 TX580RDS .. ... ....... . £199.90 TD280* . ... ... . ... . £179.90 CELESTION
KA3020" ............... £149.90 0 IR .£89.90
MARANTZ CLEARANCE BARGA'NS R .£99.90
SR73" £479.90 "t;’rfzi’ CLEAF’;NgE "0,5;753; CLEAHFI,IF%E ?:: .................... ggg gg
PMSSSE ............... £249.90 HARMON KARDON KENWOOD T ki :
PMS53™ i o - woammes e e GUEER HK6550 ... £429.90 . ...£289.90 | KRV6060. .£349.90 ...£264.90 | mms £84.90
PIONEER HK1200 ...£279.90....£199.90 | DP7050 ...£349.90....£259.90 MR25. .. £109.90
A208 ..o £129.90 HD7450 ..£299.90....£199.90 | KX3050 ...£169.90....£129.90 MR26 oo £154.90
AB0OX™ £169.90 TD4200 ...£279.90....£199.90 | KRA5040 .£199.90....£154.90 MR28 £169.90
A300R .. £199.90 HK3300 ... £379.90. ..£199.90 | DP5060 ...£249.90....£194.90 MR38. £239 90
ROTEL AVI200....£499.90.. ..£429.90 | CS6 ...... £149.90 . ...£119.90 | KEF
RA930AX Il ... £149.90 AVR20 ....£499.90....£399.90 | KAS5040R..£269.90....£154.90 | Q50" (EXDEM) ......... £399.90
RA930BX .............. £199.90 P KRV6070..£349.90....£289.90 | Mg0 .. . ................ £249.90
RA935BX Il ............ £249.90 KAV7700 ..£599.90....£499.90 |  M100. . ................ £349.90
RA970BX .............. £299.90 Alpha 3 Amp£200.00. ... £140.00 | KRy5570..£299.90. ... £239.90 CODA7 . £129.90
RCI70BX M. ... ... £174.90 Alpha 5 Amp £230.00 ... £190.00 | kxw6060.. £199.90 ... £154.90 | CODA8................ £189.90
RBO70BX Il ............ £224.90 SONY SS3300 ...£249.50. ..£199.90 | CODA9 ... ........... .. £299.90
SONY SCALA2...£899.90. ... £769.90 MONITOR AUDIO
TAF442B" ... £169.90 SCALAT..£1399.90 . £1199.90 | NAKAMICHI MATA] oot 50 wxrmoon < Sl
TAFS42B. ... .. ... £179.90 SENRS5520. £999.90. ... £829.90 | REC3... . £369.90....£199.90 | MA20T.... R
TECHNICS TCWR6355°£299.90. ... £229.90 | I1A3 ... .. .. £349.90....£199.90 | HAZOZ--cooo LN
SUABOON .. a3 sum. o TP R TR £29000 F12090) | STRATA ... o £494.90
SUASOO!I. L. fisoss | CASSETTEDECKS | | CDPLAYERS | ZioRv, -~ 0080
SUBOOD (NEW) ... £399.90  pENON AURA STENTOR............. £1494.90
SUB00D (NEW) ..w. . ... £499.90  DRMS40............... £159.90  CD50C"................ £299.90  STUDIO .......... £2994.90
THORENS DRS640................ £199.90 DENON REVOLVER
TTA2000" ... ........... £399.90  DRM740 ............... £259.90  DCD315 ............... £149.90  PURDEY".......... ... £179.90
TTP2000" ... .......... £449.90  DRS810. .............. £299.90  DCD625 ............... £199.90 COLT"................. £109.90
YAMAHA DRW580 . .............. £199.90  DCD1015 .............. £349.00  BERETTA® ........... ---£69.90
AX47O" £219.90 DCD825 ............... £239.90 ~ SURROUND PACKAGE" . £249.90
AX590 c599.90  NAKAMICHI HARMON KARDON ROGERS
""""""""" DR2...................£599.90  FL8450 ......... . ......£299.90 LSTAR" ... . ... .£14990
AX380 . ... .. .......... £199.90 LS3g £249.90
AXA90 ... 5229700 JECH S LEITLLLELELLES LT EE £399.90  MARANTZ
Py £269.90 LS55 ccreieiiiin £429.90
SONY e T 034900 LSHBA wmniviimnsn v £699.90
TCKS11™ o £199.90 el EELL e LA : TANNOY
TUNERS TCK215" ... £99.90  CP46" suassiiiiin £159.90  pROFILE63T........... £149.90
AURA TCWRS45" ... ... .. ... £159.90  PIONEER PROFILE632........... £189.90
TUSO ..o £34990  TCKS15* ... .. ... . ... £209.90  PD203............ - £159.90  PROFILE633".......... £279.90
ToKse1 T co39.90  PDSS03 ... ... . ... ..£164.90  PROFILE636".... . ..... £369.90
DENON PDS703................ £249.90  PROFILE 637° . £429.90
TU260L..........one £119.90  ygcHNICS ROTEL PROFILE 638" ...... . ... £519.90
TU21SRD ... £149.90  gorR373 . . £164.90  RCD930AX. ... .. .. ...£199.90  625ALF...... ... ...... £595.00
USRI ey ananac £199.90  RgTR47A ... £179.90  RCDQ40BX. ........... £249.90  SUBSAT3" ............. £299.90
MARANTZ RSTRS75*. ... ... . ... £21990  RCD970BX. ... ... ...£34990  TDL
ST53" .t £13490  RSTR979".............. £349.90 SONY NFM. £119.99
ST50* . s s a5 fsiic -« -+ - £109.90  RSBX501 .............. £179.90  CDPS61.......... L £189.90  RTLT.................. £199.95
CDP761.... ... ... £24990  RTL2 .................. £299.95
CDPX303ES"™....... .. £45990  RTL3.................. £399.90
*FREE DELIVERY : o TECHNICS RTL oo £649.90
Mail Order: simply send your R
THROUGHOUT UK MAINLAND cheque together with your SLPDSE; ----- : g?g-gg
.............. : FREE PAIR OF SPEAKERS
ABOVE £250.00 name and address, or phone gtggg%' »»»»»»»»»» = 21‘3328 WITH EVERY YAMAHA
(EXCEPT CLEARANCE ITEMS AND SPECIAL OFFERS) your access or Visa number ) e PROLOG;gCAETVPéAFlER OR
SLPS840* .. ... ... . £349.90
BANG & OLUFSEN OF KENSINGTON ’A’”OE%gLONCg
186 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET BOSE LIFESTYLE
LONDON WS8. TEL: 0171 937 9444 SYSTEMS




LOUDSPEAKERS £200 - £300

Propuct £ Issue SpeCIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Canon S-B20 200 subwoofer » 87dB = 8 Ohms  100W e 48,39,37cm « Free standing, passive

Castle Trent I 200 122 ported « 89dB = 8 Ohms « 60W < 20,34,18cm * Sound passes muster without setting anything much alight. REC'D
Gale Model 4 200 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 75W * Bookshelf, black finish

Infinity Reference 11i 200 sealed © 6 Ohms ¢ 75W « 39,22 34cm e« Pedestal -

Interaudio XL4000 200 2 driver » 8 Ohms  75W * 32,56,29cm

Jamo Converta Light 200 ported * 2 driver * 88dB « 8 Ohms * 60W ¢ 235cm e Utility speaker, inc light

Jamo D165 200 2 driver » 94dB  100W * 28,52,25cm

Jamo Cornet 60.4 200 ported * 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms * 80W * 23,42,27cm « Black ash - Mahogany £20 extra

JPW AP2 200 106 ported * 2 driver  89dB « 8 Ohms * 80W * 26,44,25cm * Real wood finish, and performance is cleaner but similar to P1 Vinyl overall. REC'D
Kenwood LS-200G 200 ported * 89dB * 4 Ohms « 60W * 21,35,30cm European design

Mission 732 200 141 ported * 2 driver * 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 41,21,31cm © Attractive p/esenrat/on but a rather dull and thick sounding speaker, and a tad pricey too.

Monitor Audio MA301 200 ported 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 100W * 27,17,20cm * Gold dome teeeter

Monitor Audio Monitor 1G 200 sealed * 2 driver * 88dB « 8 Ohms * 70W * 16, 24 16cm « Miniature stand/shelf mount

Mordaunt-Short CS-1Trple 200 ported * 2 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 100W ¢ 16,23,13cm e Shielded, Positec protected

Mordaunt-Short MS20i 200 135 ported 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 75W ¢ 22,37,22cm « Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer B'BUY
Philips Legend FB720 200 122 ported = 80dB * 7 Ohms ¢ 75W  21,37,31cm e Liveliness, coherence and fine information retreival justifies the odd looking baffle. B'BUY
_Technics SB-M20 200 ported * 2 driver « 60W

Boston Acoustics 360 Sl 209 2 driver » 89dB « 8 Ohms * 60W ¢ 22.15,7cm * Wall/ceiling, white, flush mount

AMC WMI00 210 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 100W  26,36,10cm * Ceiling mount

Canon V-100 210 ported * 2 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms * 75W * 25,33,17cm * Corner mount, wide dispersion

Advent Graduate 219 ported * 2 driver  89dB * 8 Ohms * 210W « 28,44,17cm * Bookshelf/stand mount

2YP AIT 219 sealed » 88dB » 8 Ohms « 50W  14,22,12cm * Magnetically shielded

Allison MS200 220 2 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms  75W « 13,25,14cm * Boundary, stand mount

Allison AL110 220 102 2 driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms * 150W * 24,40,23cm * Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid-forward, but bass is extended and solid. REC'D
Bose XL4000 220 ported ¢ 2 driver * 8 Ohms * 100W ¢ 57,32,30cm

Polk M3 Il 220 ported * 2 driver » 89dB « 8 Ohms * 100W * 17,29,21cm * Multi-app, including wall bracket ) o N -
Visonic David 8001 228 80W ¢ 16,25,17cm

KEF Q10 229 ported © 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 100W ¢ 19,32,26cm « Uni Q, shielded

‘Grundig BX2 230 ported © 3 driver * 4 Ohms * 80W * 24,49,33cm » 22 litre

JPW AP3 230 46 ported * 2 driver * 88dB « 8 Ohms * 100W * 26,52,29cm * Good stereo and well balanced overall; character is well suited to vinyl replay. REC'D
JVC SP-X990BK 230 ported * 3 driver » 91dB * 8 Ohms « 100W * 31,86,27cm

Pioneer CS-7030 230 ported 3 driver  90dB « 8 Ohms ¢ 190W © 35,70,28cm  Bookshelf

Boston Acoustics CR8 239 ABR * 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 125W « 39,22,27cm = Magnetically shielded

Celestion 7 Mkl 239 ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 31,45,24cm

B&W CWM6i 240 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 70W « 23,32,8cm * In wall

Monitor Audio Monitor 7G11245 ported 2 driver « 89dB « 8 Ohms * 70W « 17,35,17cm « Stand/shelf mount
~B&W Solid HCM1 249 ported * 2 driver » 89dB « 8 Ohms * 50W * 17,24,17cm * White or black finishes

Boston Acoustics 380 249 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 75W « 31,24,8cm * Wall/ceiling white flush mount

Chord Sys Audio 905 249 ported © 2 driver  89dB ¢ 8 Ohms 70W 27,15,19cm « Black Ash + Kumarka (brown)

NAD 802 249 ported ¢ 90dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 80W * 20,40,26¢m * 11.5 litre enclosure

Revolver Purdey 249 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 6 Ohms * 120W * 75,19,22cm * Floor stand, with plinth

B&W DM610i 250 141 sealed * 2 driver » 89dB * 4 Ohms * 150W 24 49,31cm e Fine bass extension and a smooth, well-balanced but slightly heavy and laid back sound.

Bose VS100 250 2 driver * 8 Ohms * 23,15,15cm

Canon S-35 250 ported * 2 driver  90dB * 6 Ohms  75W * 23,27,24cm = Wide Imaging Stereo

Cerwin Vega VS8 250 ported * 2 driver * 94dB * 6 Ohms « 100W  28,51,29cm « Bookshelf

Infinity SM85 250 ported ¢ 98dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 125W < 46,29,27cm * Auto reset protection circuit

Jamo Classic 4 250 ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms ¢ 100W * 20,47,25cm

Jamo Art 250 ported * 2 driver  88dB * 8 Ohms « 60W * 35,40,9cm * Shape and size of shallow 20 i

Pioneer S-4UK 250 139 ported * 2 driver * 88dB « 6 Ohms * 80W « 21,37,28cm * Latest version now balances pretty well, wih a coherent lightweight bass. REC'D
Polk RTS ) 250 ported * 2 driver ® 90dB * 8 Ohms * 125W  22,39,25¢cm  Shielded stand/shelf

System Audio 905 250 142 ported * 2 driver * 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 70W « 15,27, 21cm

Yamaha NS10M 250 2 driver * 90dB « 8 Ohms * 100W « 21,38,20cm

Royd Minstrel 259 135 ported « 86dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 69,18,12cm * Not much wellie or loudness but fine coherence and timing a bit bright. B'BUY
Wharfedale Modus Five 259 ported 3 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 125W ¢ 22,65,29cm < Stand/bookshelf mount

Dali 102B 260 88dB « 6 Ohms * 100W * 21,32,26cm

Celestion 9 269 102 ported * 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 21,50,25¢cm e Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat mid to bass balance.

Heybrook HB1 269 sealed * 2 driver ® 90dB * 8 Ohms  75W « 29,47 23cm * Boundary, shielded option

Bose 151 Environmental 270 2 driver « 6 0hms ¢ 60W * 24,14,16cm * Waterproof

Mission 780SE 270 ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 6 Ohms * 75W * 18,30,26¢m  Stand mount, boundary siting

Pioneer S-60 270 ported * 2 driver * 87dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 80W * 22,47,28cm * Bookshelf

Bose 161 Freestyle 275 2 driver » 6 Ohms * 60W * 25,14,16cm

Mordaunt-Short MS30i 275 ported 2 driver  90dB 8 Ohms * 100W * 25,43,28cm * Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer

Mordaunt-Short HT50 275 ported ¢ 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 120W  25,87,33cm * Positec, integrated subwoofer

Boston Acoustics CR9 279 ABR © 2 driver * 91dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 50,25,29cm « Stand/shelf, shielded

Celestion Impact 20 279 ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms * 120W * 47,28, 29cm * Twin vented, shielded

Allison AL115 280 2 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms  150W « 28,51,26cm * Boundary, stand mount

B&W DM602 280 ported © 2 driver  90dB « 8 Ohms * 120W * 49,24,31cm  Gold anodised dome

Monitor Audio MAI00G ~ 280 sealed * 2 driver * 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 120W * 16,24,16cm « Shielded for AV use

Pioneer CS-9030 280 ported 3 driver * 92dB 8 Ohms ¢ 220W  39,75,29cm * Bookshelf

Origin Live OL-IB 289 135 2 driver  89dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 20,30,19cm © Pretty miniature has a punchy, dynamic midband, but costs a ot for the engineering on offer

Bose 201 Ser Ill 290 3 driver » 8 Ohms * 60W * 38,20,25¢cm e Direct/reflecting technology

Linn Sekrit On Passive 298 ported * 2 driver * 90dB 4 0hms * 60W 26,13,48cm * Bi-wire or bi-amp ready

Linn Sekrit In Passive 298 ported 2 driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms  30W < 20,28,90cm © IB or bass reflex

Rega EL8 298 122 ported * 2 driver 8 Ohms * 17,72,20cm * Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence. REC'D
Royd Merlin 298 ported * 86dB * 8 Ohms « 100W  31,20,18cm * Veneered

Advent Prodigy 299 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 300W « 24,68,20cm © Floor standing, free space

Boston Acoustics Voyager 299 2 driver » 83dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 60W * 26,16,17cm * White indoor/outdoor, metal

Celestion 11 299 ported 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 120W  31,57,24cm

KEF Coda 9 299 coupled cavity * 3 driver » 89dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 120W * 20,84,30cm

KEF 70S 299 sealed * 2 driver « 87dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 100W  17,25,12cm * Uni-Q, shielded, AV surround

Wharfedale Valdus 500 299 ported © 4 driver ® 91dB * 4 Ohms  350W  108,25,29cm * Floor stannding

2YP A2S 299 sealed * 2 driver * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 50W ¢ 22,14,12cm e Studio nearfield monitor

Allison CD6 300 2 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms * 150W * 29,29,29cm * Cuboid, wall mount

B&0 Beovox CX50 300 sealed * 2 driver * 89dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 100W  12,21,21cm

B&W Solid Powerbass 300 subwoofer  75W * 33,39,34cm « Active sub to match Solids

B&W CWMB8i 300 2 driver » 90dB « 4 Ohms * 100W « 28,38,9cm  In wall

Bose C’puter RoomMate 300 active * 2 driver  60W « 24,14,16cm « Self powered AC/shielded, volume control

Bose Video RoomMate 300 active 2 driver « 60W  24,14,16cm  Self powered AC/shielded, volume control

Bose Roomate Il 300 active © 2 driver « 60W * 24,14,16cm < Self powered AC/12V DC

Castle Durham 900 300 135 ported » 90dB * 8 Ohms  85W « 22,40,23cm « Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound. REC'D
Cerwin Vega SAT-6 300 subwoofer » 95dB * 4 Ohms * 125W * 22,25,32cm « 3 box satellite/subwoofer

GLL Imagio IC110 300 ported ¢ 2 driver « 88dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 100W e 73,23,29cm  ICT coaxial driver, shielded

Infinity Inf IV Sat 300 sealed » 90dB * 6 Ohms « 80W  16,24,18cm * Wall mount, shielded

Jamo D265D 300 ported * 3 driver » 95dB ¢ 150W * 44,68,32cm

Jamo 307A 300 ported * 2 driver « 87dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 70W * 18,31,27cm * Stand mount
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JVC SX-SW10 300 ported * 2 driver * 90dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 100W * 29,39,45cm « Satellite subwoofer system - - -
Kenwood LS-300G 300 ported * 82dB « 8 Ohms * 60W * 21,35,30cm * European design -

Mission 733 300 139 ported * 2 driver « 89dB * 8 Ohms « 100W * 84,21, 31cm * Stylish and a lot of speaker for the money, and sounds pretty good too. B'BUY
Mission 751 300 125 ported © 2 driver » 89dB * 6 Ohms * 75W * 19,32,27cm * Great sonic potential, but our review samples have been marred by sample variations.

Monitor Audio Sub.200/92 300 8 Ohms  100W  48,25,36cm

Monitor Audio MA201 300 135 ported * 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms « 100W « 22,41,40cm * Lively and coherent with good power handling, but also a bit shut in and coloured. REC'D
Mordaunt-Short MS25i 300 ported 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 75W * 73,21,21cm * 2xMCS bass drivers, biwirable

Polk RT7 300 ported © 2 driver ® 90dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 24,48 29cm « Shielded stand/shelf o

Polk M5 300 ported © 2 driver * 91dB * 8 Ohms * 125W « 21,33,23cm * Multi-app, inc brackets

TDL RTL2 300 ported © 2 driver » 87dB * 8 Ohms * 80W e 20,73,22cm * Reflex transmission line

Tannoy 633 319 139 sealed * 3 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms  100W « 29,75,28cm  Real extension and coherence without booming, though midband is dubious. B'BUY
Triangle Titus TZe 325 2 driver * 90dB 8 Ohms  75W « 20,25,32cm * New tweeter, lifetime warranty

Audio Innovs Alto 329 ported * 2 driver « 88dB « 6 Ohms « 100W * 38,20,26cm « Biwire o

Keswick Audio Aria 329 ported * 2 driver « 89dB * 8 Ohms * 70W « 21,42,27cm * Bookshelf o
Ruark Swordsman Plus Il 329 sealed © 2 driver ® 87dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 20,38,27cm * Near wall/stand mount

Jamo Classic 6 330 ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms ¢ 100W « 20,84,29cm  Inc spiked feet

Wharfedale Modus Seven 339 ported * 3 driver  90dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 125W « 22,81,20cm * Floor standing

Faraday SG 345 ported ¢ 2 driver * 89dB * 4 Ohms * 75W * 27,26,25cm * Matt black or granite effect o

Advent Legacy 2 349 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms  500W < 38,67,22cm * Floor standing, free space

Origin Live OL-2B 349 2 driver » 90dB « 8 Ohms « 150W * 19,80,19cm  Floor standing

Royd The Squire 349 ported * 2 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 80,18,10cm * Sand filled, shielded

Cerwin Vega VS10 350 ported * 3 driver ® 95dB * 6 Ohms * 125W < 33,70,29cm < Floor standing

Grundig BX3 Il 350 ported © 2 driver * 4 Ohms * 120W * 24,107 34cm © 53 litre, 3 drivers, 2 way

Infinity SM105 350 ported * 100dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 53,30,30cm < Auto reset protection circuit

Jamo BX100A 350 ported ¢ 3 driver « 91dB * 8 Ohms * 100W « 32,55,28cm * Floor or stand mount

Jamo 407A 350 ported © 2 driver » 88dB * 4 Ohms  80W * 22,41,29cm  Stand mount

Monitor Audio Monitor 9GI1350 ported * 2 driver  88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 20,37,21cm < Stand/shelf mount

Sony SA-W90 350 2 driver » 70W  22,49,51cm e Active subwoofer

Technics SB-M300 350 ported 3 driver * 70W

Ruark Icon 359 ported ¢ 2 driver * 6dB * 6 Ohms * 100W * 35,19,26cm < Inverted drivers, handed L/R B - N o

Castle York 370 110 ported = 89dB * 8 Ohms  100W = 26,43,22cm * Real wood compact has an engaging transparency: fine balance and timing, but could use some authority.

Dali 104B 370 93dB 4 Ohms * 120W * 86,22,27cm - ) B

Pioneer S-80 370 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 4 Ohms * 80W * 23,56,28cm * Bookshelf

Heybrook Trio 373 118 sealed * 2 driver * 89dB 8 Ohms « 75W * 24,47,25¢cm  HBS1 drivers in real wood enclosure gives sweeter and more forgiving sound. REC'D
Lumley Reference LM4 375 126 ported * 2 driver » 86dB * 6 Ohms * 120W « 18,36,22cm * Metal diaphragm and wood veneer; balance uneven — upper and forward; has suspect timing.

KEF Q30 379 126 ported © 2 driver » 88dB * 6 Ohms * 125W * 19,73,30cm e Fine focus from Uni-Q driver, but lacks drive and time coherence.

Allison CD7 380 3 driver * 90dB « 4 0hms  150W * 24,70,24cm  Floor standing, free space

Bose 301 VM 380 3 driver » 8 Ohms * 75W 24,43 27cm e Direct/reflecting technology

Jamo Graphic 380 ported © 2 driver » 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms « 60W * 39,44,8cm * Decorative speaker

Polk RT8 380 ported © 2 driver « 80dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 125W « 19,80,26cm * Shielded floorstander

Celestion 15 389 114 ported * 2 driver » 89dB « 8 Ohms * 100W « 21,100,25cm e« Big bang for your buck; short on subtlety and control but long on both enthusiasm. REC'D
Clements 300si 395 89dB  90W = 24,36,36cm * Compression line

KAL Mini-Ref MKII 395 2 driver = 86dB * 8 Ohms « 120W  23,27,17cm

Celestion Impact 25 399 ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 120W « 82,28,29cm * Magnetically shielded

Fullers Sultan 399 ported © 2 driver * 91dB * 8 Ohms « 50W < 24,51,30cm < 3 finishes

Origin Live OL-1AS 399 2 driver » 89dB « 8 Ohms * 199W < 20,30,190cm  Floor standing

Origin Live OL-1A 399 2 driver « 86dB « 8 Ohms * 150W « 20,30,19cm

SD Acoustics SD3R 399 106 ported « 87dB * 8 Ohms « 100W « 20,38,30cm * New SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensitivity. REC'D
Tannoy Subsat3 399 ported * 3 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 11,16,9cm * Subsat system with ICT tech

B&0 Beovox CX100 400 sealed * 2 driver * 89dB * 6 Ohms * 200W « 12,32,21cm

B&W CDM2 400 ported * 2 driver « 87dB « 8 Ohms * 120W * 32,22,25cm © Kevlar bass, metal dome treble

B&W Solid Verticale 400 subwoofer * 88dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 100W e Lifestyle, 3 boxes

Infinity Inf Micro Il 400 ported * 90dB * 6 Ohms * 100W « 21x 127dcm * Two satellites and passive sub

Jamo Classic 8 400 ported 3 driver  90dB * 4 Ohms * 150W  23,90,29cm < Inc spiked feet

Jamo D365D 400 3 driver » 96dB * 200W 46,78 35cm

Monitor Audio MA302 400 ported © 2 driver * 89dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 200W ¢ 50,17,20cm < 2 bass units, front port

TDL RTL3 400 126 ported * 3 driver » 90dB « 8 Ohms * 120W * 20,90,37cm * Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale. REC'D
Tannoy 636 419 sealed * 3 driver  90dB * 6 Ohms * 120W « 29,75,28cm

Allison AL120 420 98 2driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms * 200W « 28,61,29cm * Pretty well balanced if slightly mid-forward, but sound quality is disappointing at the price.

GLL Imagio IC120 ~ 420 ported * 3 driver » 89dB * 6 Ohms * 130W * 91,23,29cm * ICT coaxial, shielded

Jordan Watts JHFLG 420 Flagon po tery colour

Celestion Impact 30 429 ported * 3 driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms * 150W « 82,24,25¢cm * Magnetically shielded

Celestion SL6Si 429 94 sealed * 2 driver » 84dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 20,38,27cm « This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested; favours CD.

B&W DM620i 430 126 ABR « 2 driver » 90dB ¢ 4 Ohms « 150W « 24,75,31cm * Compact floorstander has a beautifully voiced midband, but less happy bass tuning. REC'D
Bose 305 430 78 ported 3 driver « 8 Ohms * 100W « 23,45,28cm * Fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match counter strange imaging and treble. REC'D
Mission 734 430 ported 3 driver * 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 125W « 84,21,33cm * Floor standing, boundary

Fullers Sultan H.E. 439 ported © 2 driver  98dB « 8 Ohms * 90W * 24,51,30cm « High sensitivity, 3 finishes

Wharfedale Modus 1-3 439 ported * 3 driver ® 90dB * 8 Ohms  150W « 22,109,29cm e Floor standing

Polk RT10 440 ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms  150W * 22,86,26cm * Shielded floorstander

Epos ES11 445 94 ported * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 75W « 20,38,25cm * Integral baffle/driver gives remarkable colouration, transparency and speed. B'BUY
Faraday Siren 445 94 ported * 2 driver ® 90dB * 4 Ohms  80W « 27,25,46cm * High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination.

Boston Acoustics SW10 449 128 subwoofer « 2 driver « 100W « 34,17,42cm « Clever powered subwoofer system integrates well and improves system loudness and power handing. REC'D
Boston Acoustics SubSat6 449 subwoofer ¢ 2 driver « 89dB * 8 Ohms * 100W e Passive subs and two satellite

Celestion CS6i 449 ported * 3 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 100W  19,85,31cm

Linn Tukan 449 sealed © 2 driver * 87dB 8 Ohms « 30W < 19,30,18cm * Multipurpose

Polk LS f/x Surround 449 ported 2 driver « 87dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 200W * 22,28,16cm  A/V surround & utility speaker

Royd Doublet 449 ported * 89dB * 4 Ohms * 120W * 91,18,17cm * Double ported

Ruark Sabre Il 449 sealed © 2 driver « 87dB * 8 Ohms  100W « 23,37,27cm « Wall/free, on stands

B&0 Beovox RL6000 450 3 driver « 87dB * 8 Ohms « 100W < 41,54,18cm « Simplified RL7000

Infinity SM115 450 ported 3 driver « 100dB * 8 Ohms * 175W « 76,34,32cm * Auto reset protection circuitry

Jamo Silhouette 450 3 driver * 90dB * 5 0hms * 80W * 25,122,17cm

Jamo Atmosphere 450 ported * 2 driver = 88dB * 8 Ohms * 60W « 27,37,16cm © Doubles as lamp

Jamo BX150A 450 ported * 3 driver * 92dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 38,63,31cm * Floor mount

Manticore Minaret 450 sealed * 94dB « 8 Ohms « 100W ¢ 23,15,11cm * Nearfield monitor

Monitor Audio MA202 450 139 ported * 2 driver » 90dB « 8 Ohms « 100W  22,89,27cm * Uneven, informative and easy-listening floorstander delivers decent scale. REC'D
Mordaunt-Short MS40i 450 ribbon * 3 driver « 90dB * 8 Ohms « 150W « 23,82,28cm < Alloy tweeter, MCS woofer

Sony SSAIL 450 sealed * 2 driver » 85dB « 4 Ohms * 120W « 19,30,32cm * Bio-cellulose tweeters

UKD-Opera Prima 450 ported * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms  75W  20,33,25cm « Solid oak, stand mount

Acoustic Energy Aegis 1 452 118 ported 2 driver » 86dB * 8 Ohms * 150W < 21,39,26¢cm * Rich and slightly heavy balance doesn't mask fine mid/treble and transparency. REC'D
Origin Live OL-2AS 469 122 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 100W « 19,80,19cm « Compact floorstander sounds open, transparent and evenly balanced; needs a big amp. REC'D
Origin Live OL-2A 469 2 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms  150W « 19,80,19cm * Floor standing

Pentachord A 469 139 sealed * 87dB < 8 Ohms « 80W « 21,28,20cm * Direct coupled REC'D
B&0 Beovox 4500 475 ported * 2 driver * 87dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 90W < 45,38,8cm

Triangle Comete TZe 475 2 driver » 91dB * 8 Ohms  100W < 22,28,40cm « High sensitivity

Prof Monitor Co TB1 481 ported 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms « 150W * 20,40,25cm « Shielded version available
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Dawn Audio Chorus BS 482 sealed * 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 26,38 21cm * Bookshelf

_Roksan Roksan 1 495  ported * 2 driver » 21,44,33cm * Rosewood £50 extra

Rega ELAMKIl 498 139 ported ¢ 2 driver * 8 Ohms  30,80,20cm  Floor stand B'BUY
Advent Laureate 499 3 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms  500W * 21,80,29cm * Floor standing, free space
_Audio Note AN-KB 499 ~ 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 28,46,23cm  Free space, stand mount

Celestion CS8i 499 ported * 3 driver « 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 120W * 19,100,31cm

‘Heybrook Heystak 499 141 ABR e 3 driver  89dB * 8 Ohms  100W = 98, 22 28cm < Inc stands

Lumley Reference LM5 499 ported « 2 driver * 88dB * 6 Ohms * 150W * 2546,21cm * Stand mount

Origin Live OL-1 499 106 2 driver » 864B * 8 Ohms * 150W * 20,30,19cm * Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity for bass.

Rogers AB1 Subwoofer 499 143 ported * 1 driver « 83dB » 8 Ohms * 50W « 57,19,16cm « Designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures REC'D
Rogers Studio 3 499 118 ported + 2 driver « 85dB * 8 Ohms * 45W « 19,30,16cm * Pricey LS3/5A derived miniature, excitingly coherent if lightweight, can’t go loud. REC'D
Ruark Templar 499 122 sealed * 2 driver » 87dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 19,70,27cm  Striking baffle gives decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system.

_Tannoy 637 499 sealed * 3 driver « 91dB * 6 Ohms * 150W * 33,86,32cm

TDL Studio 0.5 499 94 ported * 2 driver * 85dB * 8 Ohms  75W * 20,62,30cm e Tiny floorstanding transmission line lacks coherence or the balane of Studio 1.

B&W AS6 o 500 subwoofer * 1 driver » 100W  51,45,46cm  Active, self powered

B&W DM603 500 ported 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms * 120W * 85,24,31cm * 2-way , ABR, port foam plugs

B&W Signature 7 500 2 driver = 88dB * 8 Ohms  150W « 28,37,10cm  In-wall monitor, Kevlar cone
_Bose A'mass AM3 Il 500 2 driver * 50W  36,20,20cm * Acoustimass technology

Bose 401 500 110 3 driver » 4 Ohms * 100W e 30,30,76cm © Cheaply built but distinctively styled , the 401 suffers from heavy midband.

Castle Severn 500 ported * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 110W e 23,77,20cm * Free standing, 9 finishes

Infinity SSW-10 Sub 500 active ¢ 34,34,33cm

Jamo BX200A 500 ported * 3 driver  93dB * 8 Ohms * 250W * 29,17,13cm * Floor mount

Jamo 477A 500 138 ported * 2 driver » 88dB * 4 Ohms * 100W * 19,77,29cm  Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price.

JPW Ruby 1 500 139 ported * 2 driver » 87dB * 6 Ohms  120W * 32,19,21cm  Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance.

Kenwood LS-500G 500 118 ported * 87dB * 4 Ohms * 100W * 22,44,28cm * Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating ad exciting sound. REC'D
Mission 752 500 138 ported * 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 125W * 20,84,26cm * Brilliant style, engineering and sound REC'D
Monitor Audio MA303 500 ported 2 driver  90dB ¢ 6 Ohms ¢ 200W * 92,17,20cm

Monitor Audio Mon 14GlI 500 ported 3 driver » 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 120W * 20,76,24cm * Floor/shelf standing

Jordan Watts JH200 510 sealed * 1 driver * 86dB 8 Ohms ¢ 80W * 19,33,17cm * Bookshelf or stand mount

Pentachord B 519 139 sealed * 87dB * 8 Ohms  80W * 52,35,52cm * Active crossover REC'D
Celestion Impact 35 529 ported * 3 driver * 91dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 200W * 90,28,29cm * Magnetically shielded

KEF Q50 - 529 139 ported ¢ 3 driver * 90dB * 6 Ohms * 150W « 19,83,30cm * Compact twin-driver floorstander with Uni-Q treble and a rather midbass, heavy overall balance.

_GLL Imagio IC300 530 ported © 4 driver ® 90dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 150W * 111,23,29cm * ICT coaxial, shielded

Celestion 100 539 sealed * 2 driver » 84dB * 8 Ohms * 120W * 21,42, 26cm

Boston Acoustics SubSat 7549 3 driver » 89dB » 8 Ohms  125W e Passive sub & 2 satellites

Allison CD8 550 3 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms  200W * 27,73,27cm  Floor standing, free space

Cerwin Vega VS12 550 ported 3 driver * 97dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 250W * 42,81,38cm * Floor standing

~Cerwin Vega DC10 550  ported * 3 driver » 96dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 200W * 29,94,35cm  Floor standing

Infinity SM125 550 ported * 3 driver * 100dB * 8 Ohms * 200W 89 37,32cm e Auto reset protection circuit

_Mordaunt-Short MS50i 550 138 ported * 3 driver * 90dB 8 Ohms  200W * 25,87,33cm * Big value big box with fine engineering content and a big, laid back sound: lacks charisma.

UKD-Opera Seconda 550 ported * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 23,35,34cm Solld oak, stand mount

_Heybrook Quartet 575 122 ported * 2 driver * 90dB 8 Ohms * 80W * 24,41,22cm * Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound. REC'D
Advent Heritage - 5719 3 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms  600W * 25,89,31cm  Floor standing, free space

Polk RT12 - 580 ported ¢ 3 driver * 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 200W * 19,93,32cm < Shielded floorstander - o

Clements 600si 595 88dB ¢ 100W * 24,81,36cm * Compression line

Neat Petite 595 102 ribbon * 2 driver * 87dB * 6 Ohms * 100W * 20,30,18cm * One of the most entertaining speakers around, colourations notw:thstandmg REC'D
Royd The Sorcerer 595 139 ported * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 31,20,18cm < Front port, near field monitor REC'D
Tannoy 625 595  active » 90W  58,49,45cm * Servo, current drive subwoofer S o o - - o -

_Proac Tablette 50 599 _ported * 2 driver » 88dB « 8 Ohms * 28,17,23cm

_Tannoy 638 599 138 ported * 3 driver  91dB * 6 Ohms * 175W * 33,96,32cm * Big value vinyl big box has good balance and lots of loudness, but needs a good amp.

B&W COM1 600 ported * 2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms * 120W  37,22,28cm * Angled tweeter sub-baffle

B&W P4 o 600 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 120W  20,81,24cm * 3 real wood veneers
_Keswick Audio Volante 600 ported 2 driver * 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 85W * 21,85,27cm e« High sensitivity

Mission 735 600 ported * 3 driver * 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 150W 106 21,33cm e Floor stand, boundary

Monitor Audio Studio 2 600 ported © 2 driver * 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 27,17,20cm  Shielded for AV use

Pioneer S-200 600 ported 2 driver » 89dB 4 Ohms * 120W * 26,90,34cm e Biwire, floor standing

_ KAL Mini-Tower 619 2 driver » 89dB « 6 Ohms * 150W * 17,90,22cm

_Celestion Impact 40 629 ported 3 driver * 91dB * 4 Ohms * 225W * 100,33,29cm Magnetically shielded o -
_Spendor LS3/5A 630 ported * 2 driver » 82dB * 8 Ohms  40W * 19,30,16cm * BBC inspired location monitor

Fullers Pharaoh 1 649 ported * 2 driver » 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 60W e 20,30,20cm * Curved sides, various finishes

_KEF LS3/5a 649 sealed » 2 driver * 82dB * 11 Ohms * 30W 19,30,16cm * Raymond Cooke Special Edition

Linaeum LFX Wood 649 hybrid * 90dB « 16,22,18cm * Modified ribbon/dynamic

Linn Kelidh Passive 649 114 sealed ¢ 2 driver  87dB * 4 Ohms * 60W * 20,83,28cm * Stunning timing and coherence, and awesome bass drive. REC'D
_Origin Live 0L-2 649 2 driver » 86dB » 8 Ohms * 150W * 19,80,19cm  Floor standing

Tannoy D100 649  ported * 2 driver * 89dB » 8 Ohms ¢ 120W ¢ 25,36,22cm * 6.5 inch Dual Concentric

Allison AL125 650 2 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms  200W  28,78,29cm * Open space, free standing - -

Cerwin Vega DC12 - 650  ported * 3 driver » 98dB * 4 Ohms  300W * 36,98,35cm © Floor standing

Infinity SM155 650 ported * 4 driver » 102dB « 8 Ohms * 300W « 102,45,32cm « Auto reset protection circuit

KAL CompactRef 650 2 driver » 89dB 8 Ohms * 140W  23,36,27cm

“Lumley Reference LM6 650 ported * 2 driver » 88dB * 6 Ohms  150W  25,81,21cm  Floor standing

_JVC SX-911WD 660 ported * 3 driver * 91dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 150W * 38,63,35cm * Walnut finish

_UKD-Opera Operetta 660 ported = 86dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 70W * 22,30,26cm * Solid walnut, stand mount

Royd Abbot 665 118 ported * 90dB « 8 Ohms * 120W * 81,20,30cm * Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance.
_Epos ES14 675 98 ported « 87dB * 8 Ohms * 100W « 23,49,29cm * Substantial stand mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control.  REC'D
Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 675 66 sealed * 2 driver » 82dB * 10 Ohms * 30W  30,19,18cm e Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update.

Polk RT16 680 ported © 3 driver  90dB * 8 Ohms * 250W * 22,102,39cm  Shielded floorstander - o
Polk RT16 680 ported * 3 driver * 8dB * 90 Ohms ¢ 250W ¢ 22,102,39cm < Shielded floorstander

Meridian AS00 695 ported * 2 driver » 90dB * 100W * 83,20,28cm e Shelf/stand, shielded

_Dawn Audio Chorus FS 698 114 sealed * 2 driver » 89dB 8 Ohms * 26,88,21cm  Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best.

_Audio Note AN-K/SP 699 2 driver * 90dB * 6 Ohms  100W < 28,46,23cm * Free space, stand mount

Harbeth HL-P3 699 118 sealed * 2 driver * 83dB * 8 Ohms * 45W » 31,19,18cm * Limited loudness but impressive full-range scale from uncoloured, well balanced box. ~ REC'D
Naim S-NAX0 3-6 699 21,76,30cm  Active crossover

Naim S-NAX0 2-4 699 21,76,30cm e Active crossover

Orelle Orator Il 699 _ported © 2 driver  91dB 8 Ohms « 100W * 27,40,30cm * Time aligned, biwire

_Proac Studio 100 699 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 41,20,25¢cm  Stand mount

_Rogers LS3/5A 699 143 sealed * 2 driver * 83dB * 11 Ohms * 30W * 31,19,16cm * Clever ABI1 stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/5A monitor give its best shot. REC'D
Rogers Studio 5 699 138 ported * 2 driver  87dB « 8 Ohms * 100W  25,25,48cm * Luxury finish bookshelf size model has genuine monitoring capabilities. REC'D
TDL Studio 1 699 78 ported 2 driver » 86dB « 8 Ohms * 120W  23,77,33cm  Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical. REC'D
Castle Chester 700 98 horn « 90dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 23,91,25¢cm e A brilliant throwback, using a horn type approach to provide startling dynamics and coherence. B'BUY
_Cerwin Vega VS15 700 ported * 3 driver » 102dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 400W * 46,90,47cm * Floor standing

Jamo 507A 700 ported * 3 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms * 150W * 22,91,37cm

JPW Ruby 2 700 ported © 2 driver * 88dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 150W * 43,22,25cm * Alloy cones

JVC SX-500 700 ported ® 2 driver » 90dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 180W * 27,45,28cm * Super Digifine

Mission 753 700 114 ported * 2 driver » 90dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 150W * 21,88,32cm  Georgeous presentation and potential for open transparency.

KEF Q70 729 ported * 4 driver » 90dB * 6 Ohms * 175W  19,105,30cm * Uni-Q, shielded, floor stand
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LOUDSPEAKERS £729 - £1,300:

Propuct

Pentachord Pentode
Ruark Talisman Il
Manticore Minaret F1
Bose SE-5 Ser Il System
Bose A'mass AM511
Spendor S20

Naim [BL Active
Shahinian Super EIf
Roksan Ojan Sub
Faraday FS10

KAL Tunejal

Roksan Ojan 3 Black
Spendor SP3/1
Acoustic Energy Aegis 2
Audio Note AN-J/B
Allison AL130

B&W P5

Monitor Audio MAG901
Polk LS50

Celestion SL600si
Jordan Watts JH400
Bose A'mass AM7
Fullers Sphinx
Audiovector 2X
Cerwin Vega DC15
Chord SysAudio Sig
Meridian DSP6000
Acoustic Energy AE1

£ IsSue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

729
749
750
760
760
760
776
790
793
795
795
195
795
799
799
800
800
800
800
820
820
830
839
850
850
850
850
870

UKD-Opera Super Pavarotti875

Bose 601 MKIII
Lumley Reference LM3
UKD-Opera Callas Il
Pink Triangle Ventrical
Sonus-Faber Minuetto
Canon S-75

Keswick Audio Figaro
Rogers =" *dio 7
Ruark ssword Il
TDL Stuaio 1m

Jamo 707A

Monitor Audio Studio 6
Naim IBL Passive
Spendor SP2/3
Pioneer S-400

Jordan Watts JH400M
Origin Live OL-3
Triangle Antal
Royd The Prior
Magnepan SMG-C SE
Linaeum LSII

ATC SCM10

B&W Matrix 805 V
Clements Reference 1
Infinity Kappa 6.1i
Roksan Ojan 3 Rosewood
Totem Model One

Prof Monitor Co LB1
Audio Note AN-J/SP
Proac Response 1S
B&W DM604

B&W P6

JPW Ruby 3

Monitor Audio MAG902
Monitor Audio Studio 12
Morel 704/2

Rega XEL

Impulse Kora

Celestion 300

KEF Model One

Ruark Paladin

Castle Howard S2
Heybrook Sextet

Linn Keilidh Aktiv
Acoustic Energy AE2
Epos ES22

Harbeth BBC LS5/12A
Infinity Kappa 7.1i
Roksan Ojan 3X Black
B&0 Beolab 4500
Fullers Pharaoh 2
Kenwood LS-700G

Polk LS70

Proac Response 4
Proac Response 3.5

SD Acoustics SD5
Electrocomp't The Qube
Harbeth HL Compact 7
Spica Angelus

Audio Note AN-E/B
Audio Physic STEP
Keswick Audio Alto
Cerwin Vega 1515

JBL L90

JPW Ruby 4

Manticore Matisse

896

880
895

896
898
899
899
899
899
899
900
900
905
930
950
970
975
975
978
990
99]
995
995
995
995
995
995
998
999
999
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000
1,000

sealed « 87dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 80W « 20,74,20cm * Active crossover

118 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 23,84,32cm ° Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence.

sealed ® 94dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 23,15,11cm * Nearfield monitor
2 driver » 100W * 90,100,18cm
2 driver » 200W « 49,35,19cm * Acoustimass direct/reflecting

102 ported * 2 driver » 84dB * 8 Ohms * 70W « 22,38,26cm * Maintains Spendor’s tradition for peerles mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives..

65W * 25,80,28cm * Boundary, floor standing

ported 2 driver * 87dB ¢ 6 Ohms « 100W * 21,26,37cm  Finnish birch cabinet
subwoofer © 1 driver ¢ 28,54,55cm  Passive/pr. Rosewood +£200

ported 3 driver  91dB * 4 Ohms  100W  27,2593cm * Matt black or granite effect
2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 23,100,27cm

Bal

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

132 ported 2 driver » 88dB « 8 Ohms * 250W  28,76,46cm * Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and hat uneven
ported * 2 driver « 85dB « 8 Ohms « 70W  40,22,28cm * Stand mount, free space

ported 2 driver » 86dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 200W  33,106,26cm « Floor, reflex, metal cone

110 2 driver * 93dB * 8 Ohms * 150W < 38,58,25¢m « Light damping and local unevenness adds some colouration, but doesn’t spoil the speaker.

2 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms  200W  32,95,34cm * Open space, free standing
144 ported * 3 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms « 200W = 20,90,28cm © 3 real wood veneers
ported * 2 driver « 89dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 100W ¢ 27,17,20cm  Metal bass cone, wood veneer
138 ported * 2 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 250W « 27,83,29cm * No enthusiast tweaks here, but powerful and beautiful balance

REC'D

REC'D

68 ported * 2 driver « 82 dB « 8 Ohms ¢ 120W * 20,37,24cm * Some will find this speaker irresistible, but it needs careful system and room matching.

106 sealed * 1 driver « 86dB * 8 Ohms  80W  28,32,17cm  Piano finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid.

2 driver » 100W  35,49,19cm e Acoustimass direct/reflecting
ported * 3 driver  89dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 70W « 25,91,30cm e various finishes
2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 120W * 17,90,22cm © Black ash
ported 3 driver » 100dB * 4 Ohms * 500W * 44,103,46cm * Floor standing
ported * 2 driver  89dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 120W * 27,15,25cm * Cherry, rosewood, black ash
140 133,28,43cm - Digital active DSP based
102 ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 200W « 26,30,18cm e Exceptional mid focus and coherence, but it is pricey and could be more agile.
ported * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 23,55,23cm * Solid mahogany, stand mount
3 driver = 8 Ohms  200W * 32,31,76cm e Direct/reflecting technology

106 ported * 3 driver » 90dB « 8 Ohms * 120W  27,87,28cm * Despite indifferent bass alignment, LM3 is fast, coherent, solid and informative

ported * 87dB * 6 Ohms  150W < 34,22 32cm * Solid mahogany/ash,
142 hybrid * 86dB * 11 Ohms * 100W  15,80,32cm * Ribbon hybird
ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 23,35,28cm * Compact, stand mount
ported 2 driver » 90dB ¢ 4 Ohms ¢ 150W © 25,78,25cm  Wide imaging stereo
subwoofer * 1 driver  86dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 125W « 19,28, 27cm « Piano lacquer finishes

122 ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 30,63,30cm * Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid back sound.

sealed * 2 driver » 86dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 29,43,38cm * Free space, stand mount
118 ported * 2 driver » 86dB * 8 Ohms * 120W * 23,77,34cm * Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver.
132 ported * 3 driver * 90dB * 4 Ohms  200W * 24,104,39cm * Superb styling and cosmetics and decent balance apart from detached bass.

118 ported * 2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 22,35,25¢cm * Metal diaphragm compact has transparent midband but lacks vigour and drive.

94 86dB * 6 Ohms * 65W  25,80,28cm * Outstanding dynamics; speed and detail is marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness.
ported 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 80W  28,55,33cm * On stands, free space
ported © 2 driver « 89dB * 4 Ohms * 160W * 27,96,38cm * Biwire, floor stand, shielded
ported 1 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 80W * 82,28,21cm
ported * 3 driver * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 150W ¢ 19,83,23cm < Floor standing
2 driver * 92dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 150W * 22,102,30cm
ported * 90dB « 8 Ohms * 150W * 96,37,26cm « Floor standing, free space
electrostatic * 2 driver  908dB 4 Ohms * 150W e 43,122,-cm * 2x Quasi-ribbon
hybrid * 90dB  30,150,38cm * Modified ribbon/dynamic
sealed © 2 driver » 80dB * 8 Ohms * 300W * 18,38,26cm * Minimum 100wpc, wall/free use
98 ported * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 33,33,21cm * Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration.
86dB * 8 Ohms  100W < 20,43,29cm * Ribbon tweeter
132 ported * 89dB * 6 Ohms  150W  31,95,25¢cm * Good extension, but bass is fat and slow, and dynamics are unconvinging.
ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 250W * 28,74,46cm

122 ported * 87dB » 4 Ohms  120W « 17,3123cm « Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size.
110 ported * 2 driver » 89dB * 4 Ohms « 300W < 18,53,25cm e« Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are both limited.

2 driver » 93dB * 8 Ohms  150W « 38,58,25cm « Free space, stand mount

ported 2 driver * 86dB 8 Ohms * 30,18,23cm

ported © 4 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms « 200W  100,24,41cm  3-way, twin bass drivers

ported 3 driver « 90dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 20,100,30cm < Time aligned tweeter

ported * 3 driver * 87dB 6 Ohms ¢ 150W  75,19,22cm * Alloy cones

ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 200W * 50,17,20cm  Dual metal cone, wood veneer
143 ported * 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 92,17,20cm * A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price.
143 sealed * 4 driver * 88dB * 150W * 80,23,21cm

REC'D

_RECD

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D
REC'D

1,040 132 ported * 2 driver « 89dBdB « 6 Ohms « 40W < 20,82,30cm * Looks and sounds great: balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing. B'BUY

1,095
1,099
1,099
1099

horn * 88dB « 8 Ohms * 70W  1,86,31cm * Floor standing

118 2 driver » 84dB * 8 Ohms * 120W « 21,97,33cm e« Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness, but dynamics and timing are suspect.

coupled cavity * 3 driver » 89dB * 4 Ohms  150W  23,86,30cm * Uni-Q, floor stand, shielded
ported © 2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms  150W * 88,29,38cm < Floor standing

1,100 132 horn * 3 driver » 90dB « 8 Ohms « 125W < 26,104,41cm « Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid back balance. REC'D
1,129 102 ported * 3 driver « 88dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 27,90,20cm * Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness. REC'D
1,144 sealed * 2 driver » 20,83,28cm « Floor standing, boundary

1,175 ported © 2 driver 91 dB * 6 Ohms * 200W * 24,40,32cm * Twin bass, metal cone

1,185 ported 3 driver * 87dB * 6 Ohms * 175W « 88,21,25¢m * Light cherrywood veneer

1,195 ported * 2 driver * 81dB * 8 Ohms * 100W « 30,18,23cm * Free standing, biwire

1,195 ported * 89dB * 6 Ohms * 225W * 36,108,26cm * Floor standing

1,195 ported 2 driver * 88dB « 8 Ohms « 300W  28,76,48cm < As Ojan 3, improved drivers

1,200 active * 45W « 45,38,8cm * Attaches to wall, display

1,200 ported * 3 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 80W < 39,100,31cm * Pharaoh 1 with added bass enclosure

1,200 ported * 87dB ¢ 4 Ohms « 120W * 30,90,30cm * European design

1,200 132 ported * 2 driver  90dB * 8 Ohms * 250W « 31,94,37cm « High sensitivity, but balance has too much midbass boom; mid-top is laid back.

1,200 ported * 3 driver * 89dB 8 Ohms * 160,36,43cm

1,200 ported * 3 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 127,29,32cm

1,235 132 ported « 3 driver « 88dB » 8 Ohms « 200W « 20,110,30cm ° Bass suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth. Has ribbon tweeter. REC'D
1,265 ported © 2 driver  89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 200W * 16,40,28cm  D’Appolito nearfield monitor

1,295 ported * 2 driver * 86dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 120W ¢ 52,27,32cm e Free-space, shielded, biwire

1,295 60 sealed * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 200W  53,117,26cm © Light and soft in the bass/mid; but tidy, lively and fluid, if uneven overall.

1,299 106 2 driver * 94dB * 8 Ohms * 150W < 36,84,28cm * Coherent, dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but ugly! REC'D
1,299 ported « 2 driver * 84dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 60W * 14,33,23cm « Time aligned, space frame stand

1,299 subwoofer 1 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 150W ¢ 19,70,27cm  Subwoofer to match Figaro

1,300 ported 6 driver * 103dB * 4 Ohms * 600W « 44,135,46cm  Floor standing, high sensitivity

1,300 143 sealed « 3 driver * 91dB < 200W * 94,24,35cm B'BUY
1,300 ported © 3 driver » 89dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 200W * 90,22,26cm  Alioy cones

1,300 sealed ¢ 90dB * 8 Ohms « 200W  100,28,22cm « Fibrelam honeycomb cabinets
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LOUDSPEAKERS £1,300 - £2,500

Propuct

Monitor Audio MAG903 1,300
Philips DSS930 1,300
Spendor SP1/2 1,330
Apogee Centaur Minor 1,345
Keswick Audio Amber 1,349
Magnepan MG-0.6 SE 1,370
Thiel SCS 1,319
Linn Kaber Passive 1,389
UKD-Opera Divina 1,390

Roksan Ojan 3X Rosewood 1,395

Vandersteen 2Ce 1,395
Linaeum LFX Corian 1,399
Proac Studio 150 1,399
Triangle Zays 1,399
Yamaha NS-1000 1,399
Celestion 700SE 1,435
B&0 Beolab 6000 1,450
Mordaunt-Short Perf 860 1,450
Lowther Fidelio 1,465
Tannoy D500 1,470
B&W 800ASW 1,495
Harbeth HL-5 1,495
Sonus-Faber Minima Am. 1,498
KEF Model Two 1,499
Thiel 2 1,499
Thiel CS-5 1,499
Audiovector 3X 1,500
B&W Solid 800ASW 1,500
JBL Ti 1000 1,500
KAL Trans-double 1,500
ATC SCM20 1,505
Rogers LS5/9 1,531
Rehdeko RK115 1,550
Genelec 1019A 18572
B&W Matrix 804 1,595
Impulse Lali 1,595
Prof Monitor Co AB1 1,598
Audio Note AN-E/SP 1,599
Audio Physic SPARK 1,599
Ruark Crusader Il 1,599
KAL Warlock 1,600
Origin Live Conqueror 1,600
Pentachord P‘column 1,649
Acoustic Energy AE3 1,650
Bose 901 V1 1,650
Castle Winchester 1,650
Magnepan MG-10SE 1,650
Epos ES25 1,655
Shahinian Arc 1,675
Naim SBL Active 1,692
Kenwood LS-1000G 1,700
Polk LS90 1,700

Jordan Watts JH1+1 Asp 1,730

Apogee Ribbon Wall 1,750
Tannoy Sterling TW 1,750
Magnepan MG-1.5 SE 1,780
Sonus-Faber Electa 1,790
KEF 104/2 REC 1,799
Lowther Academy 1,805
Naim SBL Passive 1,821
Ruark Equinox 1,849
Proac Studio 200 1,850
Triangle Aitinis 1,950
Spendor SP100 1,965
Spendor SP7/1 1,990
B&W Matrix 803s2 1,995
Clements Reference 7 1,995
Dawn Audio Symphony 1,995
ATC SCM20 Tower 1,999
Audio Physic TEMPO 1,999
B&0 Beolab 8000 1,999
Gamma Epoch Five 1,999
KEF Model Three 1,999
Boston Acoustics L300L 2,000
JBL Ti 2000 2,000
Proac Response 25 2,000
Lowther Bel Canto 2,035
Genelec Blamp 1031A 2,068
Tannoy D700 2,100
Linn Kaber Aktiv 2,135
Monitor Audio Studio 20SE 2,200
Posselt Albatros 2,200
UKD-Opera Caruso I 2,250
Martin-Logan Aerius 2,286
Apogee Centaur 2,300

Jordan Watts JH1 +1 As K 2,310

Helius Syrius I! 2,395
Apogee Centarus Slant 6 2,400
TDL Studio Monitor M 2,449
ECA SERVO A.2 2,450
Shahinian Obelisk 2,490
Fullers Pharaoh 3 2,499
JBL Ti 3000 2,499
Allison |.C. 10 2,500
Audiovector 5 2,500

HI-FI CHOICE

114
118

143
118
86

114

60

143
140

143

£ IsSue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

ported 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 92,17,20cm * Dual metal cone, wood veneer
active * 75 Ohms * 22,58,33cm e Active digital loudspeaker

ported * 3 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 90W « 30,63,30cm * Stand mount, free space
hybrid « 88dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 100W « 30,88,20cm < Ribbon/dynamic -
ported * 3 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms * 125W « 21,100,30cm * Features magnesium cones
electrostatic * 2 driver » 85dB « 4 Ohms ¢ 250W * 48,127,-cm * 2x quasi ribbon

active * 2 driver * 87dB * 4 Ohms * 150W < 2,23 41cm ° Class leading coherence and communication, but can sound shut-in and dark REC'D
sealed * 3 driver « 87dB « 4 Ohms « 60W « 20,90,28cm * Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving. REC'D
ported * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 24,39,40cm * Solid ash, stand mount

ported © 2 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms * 300W * 28,74,46cm * As Ojan 3, improved drivers

ported 4 driver * 88dB « 7 Ohms * 160W * 41,101,27cm = Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness.

hybrid  90dB * 16,22,18cm * Modified ribbon/dynamic

ported * 3 driver » 88dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 98,19,25¢cm

3 driver » 92dB * 8 Ohms * 250W * 99,22,28cm -

2 driver » 90dB « 8 Ohms * 250W « 38,68,36cm

sealed * 2 driver * 82dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 120W * 20,37,24cm < Aerolam lightweight enclosure

active * 80W « 20,110,21cm  Column, two amps, shielded

90dB * 6 Ohms  225W < 86,26,35cm * Time-aligned, ResinRock enclosure

horn * 96dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 29,100,43cm o

ported * 3 driver » 91dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 175W * 31,93,34cm  Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps.

subwoofer « 1 driver * 43,50,58cm ¢ Active, self-powered subwoofer

ported * 3 driver * 86dB * 8 Ohms * 100W ¢ 64,32,31cm * Free standing, biwire

ported * 2 driver « 88dB * 20,34,31cm * Compact, stand mount

coupled cavity * 4 driver ® 90dB * 4 Ohms  200W * 23,101,30cm  Uni-Q, floor stand, shielded

active ¢ 2 driver * 87dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 150W * 22,28,63cm * 15 wood veneers + black

active * 2 driver  87dB « 4 Ohms  150W * 20,28,80cm * 15 wood veneers + black }

ported * 3 driver » 89dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 19,32,98cm  Superior time coherence, a wide dynamic range and exception bass/mid balance. REC'D
subwoofer ¢ 200W « 43,50,58cm « Active, Matrix enclosure

sealed © 2 driver * 89dB * 4 Ohms * 150W * 20,30,13cm e Performance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port.

2 driver » 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 250W * 23,112,36cm

sealed * 2 driver * 83dB « 8 Ohms * 300W * 24,44 31cm * Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable.

ported © 2 driver  87dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 28,46,27cm * BBC monitor

ported * 104dB * 8 Ohms * 34,42,28cm

active ¢ 28W « 23,31,25cm .

ported * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 26,92,26cm © Matrix enclosure

horn « 91dB « 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 25,99,36¢cm © Floor standing

ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 6 Ohms * 400W = 26,79,43cm « Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room.

3 driver * 94dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 26,84,28cm * Free space, stand mount

ported * 2 driver  86dB ¢ 4 Ohms ¢ 70W * 17,40,25cm * Time align, space-frame stand

ported 3 driver « 88dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 150W * 24,92,32cm < Free space, floor standing

2 driver * 90dB * 6 Ohms * 250W * 25,113,36cm

ported * 3 driver » 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 150W * 23,87,23cm * Floor standing

sealed © 2 driver » 87dB * 4 Ohms ¢ 80W * 21,108,20cm * Including active crossover

ported ¢ 3 driver » 87dB * 4 Ohms * 250W « 37,27,63cm  Solid, authoritive and impressively accurate - if a shade ponderous and slow. REC'D
9 driver » 8 Ohms * 33,53,32cm e Direct/reflecting technology — -

ported * 3 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 42,108,23cm < Large for its bass extension but engagingly agile, open and airy. REC'D
electrostatic © 2 driver « 85dB * 4 Ohms * 250W  26,173,-cm  2x quasi-ribbon

ported 3 driver * 88dB « 6 Ohms * 200W * 90,24,35cm * Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance.

sealed © 3 driver » 88dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 150W * 35,69,25¢cm * Occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and revealing.

75W  27,89,27cm  Boundary, floor standing

ported * 87dB * 4 Ohms * 160W * 34,110,38cm * European design

ported * 3 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms * 250W * 31,94,37cm e Floorstanding, biampable

ported * 2 driver » 85dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 92,40,22cm

hybrid * 89dB * 27,120,7cm * Ribbon/dynamic

ported * 2 driver » 93dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 48,70,31cm

electrostatic * 2 driver » 85dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 250W * 48,163,-cm * 2x quasi-ribbon

ported ¢ 2 driver « 88dB ¢ 38,27,24cm * Compact, stand mount

coupled cavity 5 driver » 92dB < 4 Ohms « 200W < 28,90,41cm * A reference point for dynamics, best without KUBE, suited to many rooms. REC'D
horn « 98dB * 4 Ohms * 100W ¢ 29,100,43cm 16 Ohm option

88dB * 6 Ohms * 75W * 27,89,27cm * Lively and punchy — smoother but more upfront than before. REC'D
ported * 2 driver « 88dB * 6 Ohms « 150W « 2588,34cm « Free space, stands inzufud REC'D

ported * 3 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms « 250W « 117,23,28cm * Floor standing

3 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms * 300W « 104,22,22cm

ported ¢ 3 driver * 90dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 37,70,43cm e Classic monitor, free space

ported « 2 driver » 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 85,30,35cm e Floor standing

ported © 4 driver » 90dB 8 Ohms * 250W * 26,101,34cm * Matrix enclosure

88dB * 4.5 0hms * 200W « 25,114, 4cm  Ribbon tweeter

sealed © 3 driver ® 91dB * 8 Ohms * 34,113,32cm © Floor standing

sealed * 2 driver * 83dB * 8 Ohms * 300W ¢ 24,103,34cm * Floor standing SCM20

ported * 2 driver » 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms  150W * 22,107,47cm  Tall and unusually styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning.
active  100W » 15,132,15cm  Shielded column, int amps

2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms  100W  28,26,90cm « Time aligned, piano black

coupled cavity © 5 driver * 91dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 300W * 27,114,34cm < Uni-Q, magnetically shielded
2 driver » 83dB * 8 Ohms * 250W * 23,34,28cm  Inc stands, black

sealed * 3 driver » 89dB ¢ 4 Ohms ¢ 200W  33,82,30cm ¢ Asymmetric, double wall
ported © 2 driver * 86dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 46,23,28cm

horn « 97dB * 8 Ohms * 100W e 28,132,44cm * Including adjustable stand

active * 104W « 25,39,29¢cm e
ported * 3 driver * 93dB ¢ 6 Ohms ¢ 200W * 37,99,36cm e Ten inch Dual Concentric
sealed « 3 driver * 20,90,28cm < Integral stands .
ported © 2 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 20,92,26cm  Floor stand, metal cone bass
ported * 93dB « 6 Ohms « 200W » 31,186,32cm  Ultra sensitive

ported « 3 driver * 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 200W * 22,97,28cm  Solid walnut, floor standing
hybrid « 89dB * 23,122,30cm * Two-way

hybrid * 88dB ¢ 4 Ohms « 150W « 33,102,25¢cm * Ribbon/dynamic

ported 2 driver * 85dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W < 92,40,22cm

ported * 95dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 300W « 36,107,16cm

hybrid « 88dB * Ribbon tweeter, dynamic bass

ported © 3 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 150W * 27,112,43cm e TLS, metal drivers, int stands
ported * 2 driver * 80dB ¢ 8 Ohms ¢ 150W * 22,102,30cm e True ribbon tweeter

ported * 3 driver * 89dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 200W « 37,74,32cm * Omni-directional

ported © 4 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 46,118,45cm * Pharaoh + bass & subbass encls
sealed * 3 driver * 90dB * 6 Ohms ¢ 200W  46,105,35cm * Asymmetric, double wall

3 driver  87dB * 6 Ohms * 200W « 48,102,27cm « Floor standing, free space

4 driver « 91dB * 8 Ohms « 200W  24,110,34cm * Black ash
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and only available from these dealers...

ABERDEEN

Hi-Fi Excellence
01224 322520
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01224 587070
ALDERLEY EDGE
Aston Audio

01625 582704
ALDERSHOT
Sextons Hi-Fi
01252 20728
AYLESBURY
Northwood Audio Il
01296 28790
BANGOR

1&H Griffiths & Sons
01248 370655
BARNSTAPLE

J & A Video Centre
01271 24384
BARKING
Hyper-Fi

0181 591 6961
BARROW IN
FURNESS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01229 838757
BATH

Moss of Bath
01225 465085
Paul Green Hi-Fi
01225 316197
BEDFORD
Richard'’s Audio
Visual

01234 365165
BELFAST
Audio Times
01232 249117
Zeus Audio
01232 332522
BEVERLEY
Baxter Hi-Fi
01482 881830
BIDEFORD

J & A Cameras
01237 421791
BIRMINGHAM
Five Ways Hi-Fi
0121 455 0667
Music Matters
0121 429 2811
Music Matters
0121 742 0254
Norman H. Field
Hi-Fi

0121 622 2323
Richer Sounds
0121 643 1516
Superfi

0121 631 2875
BISHOP’S
STORTFORD
Chew & Osborne
01279 656401
The Audio File
01279 506576
BLACKBURN
Practical Hi-Fi
01254 691104
Romers Hi-Fi
Centre

01254 887799
BLACKPOOL
Practical Hi-Fi
01253 300599
BLAIRGOWRIE
W.M. Coupar
01250 872436
BLOXWICH
Sound Academy
01922 473499

WINNER

BOGNOR REGIS
Jaysound Audio
01243 826355
BOLTON
Practical Hi-Fi
01204 395789
BOURNEMOUTH
Mike Manning Audio
01202 751522
Movement Audio
01202 529988
Suttons

01202 555512
BRACKNELL
B&B Hi-Fi
01344 424556
BRENTWOOD
Brentwood
Hi-Fidelity
01277 221210
Hi-Spek
Electronics
01277 226303
BRIGHTON
Richer Sounds
01273 673333
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01273 733338
The Power Plant
Hi-Fi

01273 775978
BRISTOL
Richer Sounds
0117 973 4397
V'Audio

0117 968 6005
BROMBOROUGH
CROSS

Peter’s Hi-Fi
0151 344 1874
BROMSGROVE
Spains

01527 872460
BURTON UPON
TRENT

Grange Hi-Fi
01283 533655
BURY

ST. EDMUNDS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01284 724337
CAMBORNE

01209 712344
R.J.F. Audio Visual
01209 612260
CAMBRIDGE
Campkins Hi-Fi
01223 312240
The Audio File
01223 68305
CANTERBURY
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01227 462787
CARDIFF
Richer Sounds
01222 465654
CARLISLE
Practical Hi-Fi
01228 44792
CASTLEFORD
Eric Wiley Hi-Fi
01977 556774
CHATHAM
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01634 846859

CHELMSFORD
Rhythms (Colvill
Hi-Fi) 01245 325125
Richer Sounds
01245 355666
CHELTENHAM
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01242241171
CHESTER
Peter’s Hi-Fi
01244 319392
CHICHESTER
Chichester Hi-Fi
01243 776402
CHIPPENHAM
JD Stereo Center
01249 654357
CHORLEY
Monitor Sound
01257 271935
COLCHESTER
Pro Musica
01206 577519
CONGLETON
The Hi-Fi
Showrooms
01260 280017
COVENTRY
Frank Harvey Hi-Fi
Excellence
01203 525200
Superfi

01203 223254
CROYDON
Richer Sounds
0181 667 1100
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 655 1203
DARLINGTON
Hi-Fi Experience
01325 481418
DERBY

‘Superfi

01332 360303
DOUGLAS
Istand Compact
Disc Centre
01624 674505
DUBLIN 2

Hi Fi Corner
003531 671/4343
Richer Sounds
003531 671/9666
DUBLIN 4

The Sony Centre
003531 667 0990
DUNDEE

J.D. Brown
01382 226591
EAST GRINSTEAD
Audio Designs
01342 314569
EAST
TWICKENHAM
Riverside Hi-Fi
0181892 7613
EDGWARE
Musical Images
0181 952 5535
EDINBURGH
Bill Hutchinson HI-FI
0131220 0909
Richer Sounds
0131 226 3544
ENFIELD
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01813421973
EPPING

Chew & Osborne
01992 574242

FALKIRK

Hi-Fi Corner
01324 629011
FOLKESTONE
Halksworth Wheeler
01303 255688
V.J. Hi-Fi

01303 256860
GATESHEAD
Lintone Audio
0191 460 0999
Lintone Audio
0191 477 4167
GLASGOW

Bill Hutchinson
0141248 2857
Richer Sounds
0141 226 5551
GODSTONE
Surrey Hi-Fi
01883 744755
GUILDFORD
Rogers Hi-Fi
01483 61049
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01483 36666
HALIFAX
Huddersfield Hi-Fi
Centre

01422 366632
HARROGATE
Harrogate Hi-Fi
Centre

01423 504274
Sounds Addictive
01423 536256
HARROW
Harrow Audio
0181 863 0938
HASTINGS
Adams & Jarrptt
01424 43716
HEREFORD
English Audio
01432 355081
HIGH WYCOMBE
B&B Hi-Fi

01494 535910
The Sound Gallery
01494 531682
HORSHAM
Horsham Hi-Fi
01403 251587
HOUNSLOW
Musical Images
0181 569 5802
HUDDERSFIELD
Huddersfield Hi-Fi
Centre

01484 544668
HULL

A. Fanthorpe
01482 223096
Superfi

01482 324051
Zen Audio

01482 587397
ILFORD

PRC Hi-Fi & Video
0181 514 7448
INVERNESS

The Music Station
01463 225523
IPSWICH
Eastern Audio
01473 217217
KETTERING
Classic Hi-Fi
01536 310855

KINGSTON UPON
THAMES
Infidelity

0181 943 3530
Richer Sounds
0181 549 9999
Surbiton Park Radio
0181 546 5549
LANCASTER
Practical Hi-Fi
01524 36991
LEEDS

Richer Sounds
0113 2455717
Bill Hutchinson
0113242 7777
Superfi

0113 244 9075
LEICESTER
Leicester Hi-Fi
Company

0116 2539753
Listen Inn

0116 2623754
May’s Hi-Fi

0116 262 5625
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0116 2557518
The Stereo Shack
0116 253 0330
LINCOLN

Superfi

01552 520265
LIVERPOOL
Beaver Hi-Fi
0151 709 9898
Better Hi-Fi

0151 227 5007
Richer Sounds
0151 708 7484
LLANDUDNO
Peter’s HiFi
01492 876788
LONDON

A&M Electronics
0171580 1577
Audio Concept
0181 567 8703
Auditorium

0171 247 5000
Azat

0171 580 4632
Bartletts Hi-Fi
0171 607 2296
Billy Vee Sound
Systems
0181318 5755
Citysounds

0171 436 5366
Francis of Streatham
0181 769 0466
Hi-Fi Care

0171 637 7879
Hi-Fi Care

0171 637 8911
Hi-Fi Components
0171223 1110
Hi-Fi Confidential
0171233 7225
Hi-Fi Experience
0171 580 3535
Hi-Fi Surplus Store
01713236712
Hi-Fi Surplus Store
0171 935 7582
Hi-Spek Electronics
0181349 1166
HIWay Hi-Fi

0171 636 5974
Kamla Electronics
0171323 2747
K.J. West One
0171 486 8262

LONDON

M. O'Brien Hi-Fi
0181 946 1528
Musical Images
0171 497 1346
Myers Audio
0181 520 7277
Oranges & Lemons
0171 924 2040
PRC Hi-Fi & Video
0181 470 3499
Richer Sounds
0171 352 8496
Richer Sounds
0171 403 1201
Richer Sounds
0171722 3359
Richer Sounds
0171 831 2888
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0171 352 9466
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 855 8016
Shasonic
0171323 0333
Son et Lumiere
0171 580 9059
Sound Sense
0171 402 2100
Spatial Audio &
Video

0171637 8702
Superfi

0171 388 1300
The Cornflake Shop
0171631 0472
The Sound
Organisation
0171 403 2255
Thomas Heinitz
0171229 2077
Uxbridge Audio
0181 742 3444
LOSSIEMOUTH
John Munro
01343 812340
LUTON

B&B Hi-Fi
01582 459915
MAIDENHEAD
B&B Hi-Fi
01628 73420
MAIDSTONE
Halksworth
Wheeler

01622 756756
MANCHESTER
Bill Hutchinson
0161 832 1600
Central Radio
0161 834 6700
Practical Hi-Fi
0161 839 8869
Superfi

0161 835 1156
The Hi-Fi Room
0161 832 0888
MARGATE

V.J. Hi-Fi

01843 226977
MIDDLESBOROUGH
Middlesborough
Sound & Vision
01642 223366
MILTON KEYNES
Technosound
01908 604949
NEW MALDEN
Grandix

0181 336 0012

NEWBURY

B&B Hi-Fi

01635 32474
NEWCASTLE

Bill Hutchinson
0191 230 3600
Richer Sounds
0191 2301392
Lintone Audio
0191 232 3994
NEWPORT

Hi-Fi Western
01633 262790
NEWQUAY
Quarterdeck Music
01637 851441
NORTHAMPTON
Listen Inn

01604 37871
NORWICH
Basically Sound
01508 570829
NOTTINGHAM
Forum H-Fi & Video
Centre

0115 962 2657
Richer Sounds
0115 9241551
Superfi
01159412137
OBAN

Frank Walton Hi-Fi
01631 62917
OLDHAM

Audio Counsel
0161 633 2602
OTLEY

Aston Audio
01943 467689
OXFORD

Oxford Audio
Consultants
01865 790879
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01865 241773
PAIGNTON
Upton Electronics
01803 551329
PETERBOROUGH
The Hi-Fi Company
01733 341755
PLYMOUTH

The Hi-Fi Attic
01752 669511
POOLE
Movement Audio
01202 730865
PORTSMOUTH
Now That's Hi-Fi
01705 811230
PRESTON
Goodrights
01772 257528
Norman Audio
01772 253057
Practical Hi-Fi
01772 883958
PRESTWICH
Richer Sounds
0161 773 0333
RAMSEY

Island Compact Disc
Centre

01624 815521
READING

B&B Hi-Fi

01734 583730
Reading Hi-Fi
01734 585463
ROTHERHAM
Moorgate Acoustics
01709 370666

IS

For further information please write to:
Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre, Eelmoor Road; Farnborough, Hants GU14 7XA

Tel: 01252 373434. Fax: 01252 371818

Please quote HFC 01/96

RUGBY
Sounds Expensive
01788 540772
SAFFRON
WALDEN

Chew & Osborne
01799 523728
SCARBOROUGH
Audio One
01723 355654
SEVENOAKS
Performance Hi-Fi
Systems

01732 740425
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01732 459555
SHEFFIELD
Moorgate Acoustics
0114 2756048
Richer Sounds
0114 2661616
Superfi

0114 2723768
SHREWSBURY
Creative Audio
01743 241924
Shropshire Hi-Fi
01743 232317
SLOUGH
Frasers Hi-Fi
Video

01753 520244
SOUTHAMPTON
Richer Sounds
01703 231311
Southampton Hi-Fi
Centre

01703 228434
SOUTHPORT
Goodrights
01704 543615
ST. ALBANS
Radlett Audio
01727 855577
Square Deal
Electrical

01727 852501
ST. AUSTELL
ETS

01726 75400
ST. NEOTS

AN Audio
01480 472071
STAMFORD
Stamford Hi-Fi
Centre
0178062128
STOCKPORT
Richer Sounds
0161 480 1700
Ward & Williams
0161 440 0201
Ward & Williams
0161 430 2934
STOKE

Living Designs
01782 260047
Superfi

01782 265010
STOURBRIDGE
Music Matters
01384 444184
STRATFORD
UPON AVON
Stratford Hi-Fi
01789 414533
SWANSEA
Quinn’s Audio
Visual Systems
01792 773644
SWINDON
Audio Exchange
01793 539008

THAME

Thame Audio
01844 215431
TORQUAY
Chelston Hi-Fi
01803 606863
TRURO

ETS.

01872 79809
TUNBRIDGE
WELLS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01892 531543
TUXFORD,

nr Newark
Chantry Audio
01777 870372
UXBRIDGE
Uxbridge Audio
01895 230404
WALLINGFORD
Astley Audio
01491 839305
WARRINGTON
Doug Brady Hi-Fi
01925 828009
Practical Hi-Fi
01925 32179
WATFORD

Hi Fi City

01923 226169
Richer Sounds
01923 218888
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01923 213533
WEST WICKHAM
Stirling Sounds
0181777 9321
WEYBRIDGE
Cosmic

01932 854522
WEYMOUTH
Weymouth Hi-Fi
01305 785729
WHITHAM
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01376 501733
WILMSLOW
Swift Hi-Fi of
Wilmslow
01625 526213
WOKING
Bartletts Hi-Fi
01483771175
WOLVERHAMPTON
Superfi

01902 772901
WORCESTER
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01905 612929
West Midlands
Audio

01905 458046
WORTHING
Bowers & Wilkins
01903 264141
Phase 3 Hi-Fi
01903 245577
Worthing Audio
01903 212133
WREXHAM
Acton Gate Audio
01978 364500
YEOVIL

Mike Manning

Audio

01935 79361
YORK
Vickers Hi-Fi
01904 629659




LOUDSPEAKERS £2,500+, SATS & SUBS £300

Propuct

B&0 Beolab Penta 3 2,500
Celestion Kingston 2,500
Lumley Reference LM2 2,500
Lowther Delphic 2,525
Magnepan MG-2.7 SE 2,650
Impulse Ta'us 2,695

SD Acoustics SDIE 2,695 80
Ruark Accolade 2,699

Proac Response 2.5 2,700
Tannoy Edinburgh TW 2,700
Jordan Watts JH1 +1 As M 2,745
Jordan Watts Asp JHI+1 2,745

Thiel CS2.2 2,749
Rehdeko RK125 2,750
B&W Matrix 80253 2,795
_Helius Syrius | 2,850
Triangle Altair 2,850
Quad ESL-63 2,860 60

Sonus-Faber Amator 2,992
Martin-Logan Stylos 2,993
Meridian DSP5000
Gamma Epoch Ref Five 2,999

KEF Model Four 2,999
Genelec Triamp S30 3,055
Jordan Watts JH2K 3,230
Martin-Logan Sequel Il 3,277
Spendor SP9/1 _ 3,300
Audio Physic VIRGO 3,399
ATC SCM50 3,480

Apogee CDD Subwoofer 3,490
Audio Physic TERRA 3,499

JBL Ti 5000 3,499
Tannoy GRFM TW 3,500
Horning Agathon 3,570
MAG Audio A90 3,600
~Apogee Stage Sub 3,645

Apogee Centarus Slant 8 3,700
Electrocomp’t Ellipse 3,760

Sound-Lab Dynastat 3,790

B&W Matrix 801s3 3,795 81
Magnepan MG-3.5SE 3,800
Thiel CS3.6 3,899

Triangle Octant TXe 3,950

_Apogee Caliper Sig 3,998 81
KEF 107/2 REC 3,999
Monitor Audio Studio50 4, 000
ATC SCM100 4,033
Apogee Stage 1 GS 4,100
Jordan Watts Class JH2KM 4,250
Rehdeko RK145 4,250
Martin-Logan CLS llz 4,333
Linn Keltik Aktiv 4,400
Boston Acoustics L500L 4 449
Audiovector 6 4,600
Prof Monitor Co MBIP 4,681
Bravura Brio 4,750
ATC SCM50A 4,864
Jordan Watts Classic JH5K 4,875
Shahinian Hawk 4,950

Apogee Centaur Major 4,980
Genelec Triamp 1037A 4,982
Martin-Logan Quest Z 4,998
TDL Ref Standard-M 4,999
B&W Silver Signature 5,000
Allison I.C. 20 5,500

Bravura Accelerando 5,500

Sonus-Faber Guarneri 5,500
Tannoy Canterbury 127 5,500
Audio Physic AVANTI 5,599
Wilson WAP Puppy Il 5,600
ATC SCM100A 5,660

Jordan Watts Class JHS5KM 5,860

Sonus-Faber Extrema 5991

Tannoy Westminster W 6,000 Co

Jamo Oriel 6,500
Prof Monitor Co BB5P 6,754
Sound-Lab Pristine Il 6,990
Naim DBL Active 6,991
Tannoy Canterbury 15~ 7,000
Wilson WAP Puppy 5 7,375
Rehdeko RK175 7,750
Shahinian Diapason 8,350
Lumley Reference LM1 8,500
Martin-Logan Monolith IlIP 8,730
Wilson WATT 5 8,800
Jordan Watts Class JH10K 9,340
Martin-Logan Monol llIX 9,354
Infinity ARS Epsilon 9,995
Audio Physic CALDERA 9,999
Magnepan MG-20 SE Pass 10,300
Thiel CS7 10,476
Jordan Watts JH10KM 10,495

£ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

active « 150W ¢ 22,165,34cm < Line array column, display

ported » 2 driver « 84dB * 8 Ohms * 150W * 99,21,35cm * Polymer box, inc stand

ported 4 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 33, 110 29cm * Open bafﬂe floor standing

horn * 98dB « 4 Ohms * 100W * 28,137 44cm Wlth adjustable stand

electrostatic * 2 driver » 87dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 250W * 56,180,-cm * 3x quasi-ribbon

horn * 94dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 31,121,49cm * Floor standing S

ported * 88dB * 8 Ohms « 250W < 30, 125 30cm * Large scale, airy and unusually detailed, with excellent dynamics.
ported ¢ 3 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms * 200W * 29,100,38cm « Free space, floor standing

ported © 3 driver « 86dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 107,22,25¢cm
ported * 2 driver  95dB ¢ 8 Ohms  180W  66,102,42cm
ported * 2 driver * 85dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 100W * 92,40,22cm —= =
sealed * 2 driver » 85dB * 8 Ohms * 100W * 40,93,23cm « Matt - alternative finishes extra

active 3 driver * 86dB * 4 Ohms * 250W « 30,33,106cm * 15 wood veneers + black

ported * 102dB * 8 Ohms * 34,61,28cm

ported 3 driver * 90dB * 80hms * 500W * 30,104,37cm * Matrix enclosure

ported * 93dB = 4 Ohms * 500W « 36,107,16cm  Floor standing, biwire

3 driver * 92dB * 4 Ohms  300W * 35,120,30cm * Proprietary tweeter

electrostatic * 86dB « 8 Ohms 100W 66,93,27cm * Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without.

ported * 2 driver * 88dB * 37,22,35cm Compact stand mount
hybrid * 2xdB * 88 Ohms ¢ 23,35,28cm * Inwall

2,995 140 225W « 90,21,30cm e« Digital active DSP floor stand

2 driver * 90dB * 8 Ohms ¢ 100W * 95,26,26cm * Time aligned, floor stand ——
coupled cavity * 3 driver » 91dB * 4 Ohms * 350W « 30,127,48cm
active * 108W * 32,50,32cm

hybrid * 89dB ¢ 31,160,29cm  Dynamic bass/electrostatic = -
ported * 3 driver © QOQB 8 0hms  125W * 106,37,44cm < Floor standing monitor
ported 4 driver « 90dB * 4 Ohms * 150W « 16,100,42cm « Floor stand, decoupled tweeter
ported * 3 driver  85dB 8 Ohms * 150W « 31,72,43cm * Passive/to special order only
hybrid * 87dB  63,38,55cm e Active moving coil sub

subwoofer * Active sub, adjustable

sealed * 3 driver © 91dB * 6 0hms * 300W « 48,114,38cm  Asymmetric, double wall
ported © 2 driver * 95dB 8 Ohms ¢ 200W  80,100,48cm

horn « 2 driver * 96dB * 8 Ohms  38,48,115cm * Lowther drivers

ribbon  80dB ¢ 3.7 Ohms * 300W * 52,150,8cm * Two-way full range ribbon

moving coil * 86dB * 58,25,42cm * Active moving coil sub

hybrid « 88dB * Ribbon treble, dynamic mass

ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 43,120,23cm * D'Appolito monitor

hybrid * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 350W e 44,183,41cm * Oak or walnut finish £3990

ported * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 600W 44, 100 56cm e Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force.

electrostatic * 2 driver * 85dB * 4 Ohmse 250W * 61,180,-cm * 3x planar, ribbon tweeter
active * 3 driver « 86dB 4 Ohms  400W 32,43, 123cm * 15 wood veneers + black

3 driver » 94dB * 4 Ohms * 300W * 42,150, 19cm « Ultra high sensitivity

ribbon  87dB + 58,127cm  Remarkable transparency and delicacy; loudness and grunt’ are a bit lacking.
coupled cavity * 4 driver » 90dB * 4 Ohms  300W « 33,116,45cm * Raymond Cooke Special Edition

ported © 2 driver » 90dB * 8 Ohms  300W 20,1041300m * Floor stand, metal bass & mid
ported ¢ 3 driver * 88dB * 8 Ohms * 40,84,53cm * Passive/to special order only

ribbon « 86dB « 55,82,5cm © Two way

ported * 2 driver * 87dB * 8 Ohms * 150W « 47,82,34cm * Line tweeter array

ported * 102dB « 8 Ohms * 39,66,29cm

electrostatic « 86dB  62,127,32cm  Full range panel

sealed * 3 driver  26,104,37cm « Integral stands| sobarik bass

3 driver * 85dB ¢ 50hms ¢ 350W * 122,23,47cm o Free stand, separate bass/top )
ported * 3 driver ® 92dB ¢ 6 Ohms * 250W * 38,11542cm e Black piano lacquer -
ported * 2 driver * 91dB « 8 Ohms ¢ 500W * 38,87,53cm e Transmission line

horn * 1 driver » 101dB * 8 Ohms * 100W « 129,39,81cm * Coaxial Lowther driver
active * 8 Ohms * 350W < 31,72,48cm « With int x'over and amps

sealed * 2 driver « 89dB ¢ 8 Ohms « 250W * 47,126,40cm  Floor stand, line array
ported * 3 driver » 90dB * 6 Ohms  250W * 43,95,32cm * Modular, omni-directional
hybrid « 88dB * 4 Ohms * 200W * 40,141,27cm * Ribbon/dynamic

active * 191W = 40,68,30cm

hybrid « 90dB * 42,160,29cm  Dynamic bass/electrostatic tweeter

ported © 7 driver ® 89dB 8 0hms » 800W * 56,121,50cm  Dual TLS, metal drivers
ported * 88dB 8 Ohms * 120W  25,45,24cm < External crossover S
2 driver * 87dB * 6 Ohms * 400W * 53,122,31cm  Floor standing, free space S
horn e 1 driver * 103dB * 8 Ohms * 1(]0W  129,39,81cm * Coaxial Lowther driver
ported 2 driver * 88dB  19,38,38cm ¢ Compact, limited edition

ported © 2 driver * 94dB 80hms * 200W * 58,90,43cm

ported * 4 driver = 86dB + 4 Ohms = 200W  19,107,40cm = Decoupled mid/tweeter
subwoofer * 91dB  25,53,35¢cm e Passive subwoofer for WATT

active » 8 Ohms 350W 40,84,59cm « With int x'over and amps .
ported * 2 driver * 89dB * 8 Ohms  250W * 47,125,40cm * Line driver array
ported © 2 driver * 88dB  55,27,46cm © ‘Reference Standard'

ported * 2 driver » 99dB 8 Ohms 200W * These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive.

ported * 3 driver * 87dB * 6 Ohms * 300W * 40,178,30cm * Coupled cavity, flagship model o
ported 2 driver « 91dB * 4 Ohms * 600W * 43,104,79cm e Transmission line

electrostatic » 88dB ¢ 8 Ohms « 300W * 72,153,69cm « Steel frame, curved panel

200W * 65,120,40cm * Boundary, floor standing )

ported * 2 driver * 96dB ¢ 8 Ohms * 250W * 68,110,48cm R
subwoofer * 91dB e Passive sub for WATTs

ported * 106dB * 8 Ohms * 50,96,37cm

ported * 5 driver * 91dB * 6 Ohms * 300W < 58,100,38cm e Omni-directional

ported * 5 driver  89dB * 4 Ohms * 500W * 71,122,40cm « 2 box, floor standing

hybrid * 89dB * 59,163,28cm * ESL/dynamic, two-way ) N
ported © 2 driver » 91dB * 27,31,36cm

sealed * 2 driver » 92dB « 8 Ohms  500W * 47,156,40cm * Floor stand, line array
hybrid * 89dB * 59,163,26cm * ESL/dynamic, active crossover

sealed * 87dB 4 Ohms  500W * 152,47 41cm * Includes own servo control amp

5 driver » 91dB * 4 Ohms  250W « 25,111,50cm  Pneumatic baffle, 3 cabinet
electrostatic * 2 driver » 87dB * 4 Ohms ZSOW * 74,201,-cm * 3x planar, ribbon tweeter
active 4 driver * 88dB ¢ 4 Ohms * 500W « 35,48,140cm * 15 wood veneers + black
sealed * 2 driver » 92dB * 8 Ohms * 500W * 47,156,40cm e Line driver array S

4AATELLITES & SUBWOOFERS

JPW Av2 300
JPW AV1 300

HI-FI CHOICE

sub & 5 sats © 8ohms  87dB * 51,26,27cm * Minim/Subwoofer
sub & 5 sats « 8ohms * 85dB * 51,26,27cm * Satellites/Subwoofer

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D
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SATS & SUBS £400+, ACTIVE SUBS £150+, TUNERS £90 - £625:

Propuct £ ISSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS
B&W Solid Verticale 400 Sub, 2 x sat * 89 « 19,34,45cm
JPW AV4 400 2 sub & 5 sats ¢ 8ohms  87dB * 51,26,27cm * Minim/Subwoofer -
JPW AV3 400 2 sub & 5 sats ¢ 8ohms * 85dB * 51,26,27cm  Satellite/Subwoofer
Polk M Solution 999 sub, 4 sats * 8ohms * 89dB « 28,50,36cm
Polk RM7000 999 8ohms * 89dB * 28,50,36cm © su, 2 x sat, 1 x centre
ACTIVE SUBWOOFERS
Aiwa TS-W5 150 Stereo ¢ 50W - -
Aiwa TS-W7 200 stereo » 100W
Kenwood SW-500 250 stereo * 50W « 29,50,48cm
Kenwood SW-900 260 Stereo ¢ 70W « 21,40,56cm
B&W Solid Powerbass 300 stereo  75W © 33,34,39cm - -
Polk PSW100 499 1-box sterep * 65 W « 28,50,36cm - N o )
Triangle SAT Ill 650 stereo * 140W
B&W 800ASW 1,500 stereo ® 200W ¢ THX » 43,58,50cm

Tuners & Receivers

he radio medium operates at a the former will depend on local reception conditions, but they offer a variety of other features as well.
lower profile than TV, butinareas ~ money invested in a high-quality outside aerial system is M Receivers are amplifiers with tuners built in. They are
outside pop music the BBC well spent. often equipped with surround-sound processing.
service is the envy of the world. Live Prom concerts rival all M Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models tune
other sources from a hi-fi perspective. gradually (and usually manually) across the bands, and can KeY
B Only the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi sound, though have analogue or digital displays; they are often preferred M. M ) bands received AV
AM (MW & LW) are useful for certain transmissions in the UK. for sound quality, and are certainly best for AM bands. surround sound capability o 750
B Something of a hi-fi afterthought, tuners are often Digital tuners offer convenient automatic tune facilities and power output/channel in Watts RMS
selected merely to match the cosmetics of a chosen pre-set memories. 30 presets number of presets offered
amplifier. However, the task they discharge is far from M RDS (radio data system) is a feature t originally designed MM.3L.3T number of inputs offered (see Amplifier category)
simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) and for in-car applications. Basically RDS tuners can identify and . has Radio Data System compatibility
audio (signal processing) engineering. The importance of display the name of the radio station being received, but
Probuct £ Issue SpeciFicaTIoNs & COMMENTS
Goodmans GST650 90 FMM,L * 36 presets o i - B
Sherwood TD1120 90 FMM « 24 presets N -
Goodmans Delta 700 100 FM,M,L * 36 presets © 36,11,30cm
Sherwood TX1010C 100 FMM 30 presets
Denon TU-260L 120 93 FMM,L « 20 presets * 44,8,24cm * Careful minimalist design promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound. B'BUY
Grundig 7210 120 FMM,L * 59 presets » Manual station name
Kenwood KT-1060L 120 FM,M,L * 30 presets « 44,8, 26cm o Preset scan
Sherwood TX3010C 120 120 FM,M * 30 presets © Lots of features and fine FM discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsistently tacky. S
Teac T-X4030 120 142 FM,M < 20 presets * 44,9,28cm * Not much special, but still a well balanced, tolerable and capable all-rounder at a very reasonable price. B'BUY
Grundig Fine Arts T1 130 FMM,L * 59 presets ¢ 44,9,30cm * User station name, gain switch
JVC FX362BX 130 129 FMM,L 40 presets  44,8,30cm * Disappointing all-round performance — watch out for aerial overload in strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecial
Pioneer F-203RDS 130 FMM,L * 30 presets » RDS * 42,8,29cm  RDS at very budget price -
Sony STS211LB . 130 FM,M,L * 30 presets * 43,9,30cm e Station naming
Yamaha TX-480L 139 FM,M,L * 40 presets ¢ 44,9,30cm
Grundig 7310 140 FMM,L * 59 presets * RDS * 36,8,30cm * RDS (PS, CT, RT, PTY
Kenwood KT-2060L 140 FMM,L * 30 presets * 44,8,26cm  Built-in timer, RDS
Denon TU-215RD 150 FM,M © 20 presets * RDS * 44,8,24cm * RDS Radiotext .
Marantz ST-55 150 FM,M,L * 59 presets * 42,10,34cm * D-bus
Technics ST-GT350L 150 142 FMM,L * 30 presets * 43,7,30cm * Remote control capable
Onkyo T-401 160 FM,MW « 40 presets * 46,8,31cm
Philips FT930 160 FM,M,L * 40 presets » RDS « 44,11,30cm
Grundig Fine Arts T2 170 FM,M,L * 59 presets ® RDS * 44,9,30cm * RDS (PS, RT) o S
Kenwood KT-3050L 170 120 FMM,L * 39 presets * RDS * 44,10,28cm * Excellent RF performance and plenty of features including RDS, but ordinary sound.
Pioneer F-303RDS 180 FM,M 40 presets * RDS * 42,8,29cm « RDS with FON
Onkyo T-430RDS 190 142 FM/MW e 30 presets * RDS e 46,9,30cm
Yamaha TX-580RDS 199 FM,M « 40 presets  RDS « 44,9,30cm
Denon TU-380RD 200 FM,M * 40 presets * RDS e 44,8,24cm * RDS Radiotext/EON
Luxman T-353 200 ~ FM,M < 30 presets ¢ 9,44,36cm © System bus remote control
Sony STS311LB 200 FMM,L * 30 presets  RDS * 43,9,30cm * RDS EON, ‘Autobetical select
Technics ST-GT550L 200 FM,M,L * 39 presets » RDS * 43,7,31cm ¢ Remote control capable, RDS
Grundig Fine Arts T4 210 FM,M * 59 presets « RDS * 44,9,30cm « RDS (PS, CT, RT, PTY)
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 220 142 FM,M < 24 presets » 43,8,27cm e Signal strength meter
Rotel RT-950BX 220 142 FMM.L * 20 presets * 44,8 24cm
Onkyo T-409 230 FM,MW « 30 presets * 28,8,30cm * Mini component
Pioneer F-502RDS 250 FM,M « 40 presets  RDS * 42,9,34cm 2 ariel inputs
Sony STS505ES 250 FM,M,L * 30 presets * RDS * 43,9,35cm * UK optimised scund
Technics ST-GT650L 250 FMM,L * 39 presets ® RDS * 43,10,31cm « Class AA, remote control ready
Onkyo T-450RDS 260 FM,MW « 30 presets « RDS « 46,9,31cm
Onkyo T-411RDS 280 FM,MW « 30 presets * RDS * 28,8,30cm * Mini component
Harman-Kardon TU9400 299 142 FM,M < 24 presets * 45,8,33cm * This striking tuner exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM, it’s HK’s best yet REC'D
Kenwood KT-6050 300 FM,M ¢ 39 presets ¢ RDS « 44,10,33cm e IF switch, two antennae, RDS
Marantz ST-72 . 300 FM,M,L * 59 presets » RDS « 42,10,34cm * D-bus, IF switch, local switch -
Musical Fidelity £50 300 FM © 20 presets * 44,10,34cm
Aura TU8O 350 FM,M,L * 30 presets » 43,6,27cm e Chrome finish add £50
Nakamichi ST3s 350 FM < 30 presets * 43,7,32cm
Arcam Delta 280 399 120 FM = 20 presets ® 43,7,28cm * Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average. remote £60 extra
Mission Cyrus FM7 400 142 FM e« 29 presets * 22,8,36cm * Remote control bus
Onix BWD1 420 FM  75,23,37cm e In-house front end
Onkyo R-811RDS 420 FM,MW < 30 presets « RDS « 28,12,33cm * Mini component, incl timer
Harman-Kardon TU9600 499 109 FM,M < 24 presets » 45,8,33cm * Good bass, detail — and slightly enhanced dynamics
Musical Fidelity E500 499 FM « 20 presets ¢ 44,12,35cm * AGC/IF switch, remote control
Rotel RT-990BX 500 FM e 16 presets * 44,8,29cm * Remote control
Naim NATO03 549 FM « 43,56,30cm
Magnum Dynalab FT11 550 FM e Analogue, black finish
Quad FM66 554 142 FM < 19 presets * 33,8,26cm  Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Sound is smooth, but only makes sense in Quad system context.
AVI S2000MT 599 FM 16 presets  31,25,9cm * R/C via system handset
Meridian 504 625 FM « 30 presets  33,9,34cm * System handset
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Propuct £ IsSUE SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Audiolab 8000T 750 142 FM,M,L « 39 presets * 45,8,36cm  Unusually combination of fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM), and superb ergonomics _ B'BUY.
Magnum Dynalab FT101 825 72 FM e Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation. REC'D
Michi RHT-10 895 FM o 16 presets = 47,8,34cm * Remote control

Musical Fidelity FT 899 FM « 20 presets * 49,12,33cm * Remote control, AGC/IF switch

Naim NAT02 998 FM e« 43,56,30cm

Magnum FT101 Etude 1,250 FM « Analogue, black finish

Meridian 604 1,350 120 FM 30 presets * Unique digital converter makes most sense in Meridian system context: smooth, sweet sound with fine front end. REC'D
Mcintosh MR7084 1,550 FM,M < 50 presets ¢ 45,14,45¢cm  Interface to Mcintosh remote control

Naim NATO1 1,599 142 FM < 43,56,30cm  There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one. REC'D
Linn Kremlin 1,995 142 FM « 80 presets « 32,8,33cm * Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer’s saving up but you should check it out for yourself. ~ REC'D
Day Sequerra FM Ref 5,937 M

Day Sequerra S B'dcast M 14,640 M o
Sherwood RX1010 120 FM,M « 30W « MM2L,1T

Grundig R210 150 FM,M,L * 50W * 59 presets * MM,5L * rem * 36,12,30cm * Gain switch, remote

Denon DRA-265R 200 FM,M * 35W < 40 presets ® MM,2L,1T  rem * 44,12,31cm

Dual CR9000RS 200 FM,M,L * 55W « 30 presets ® MM,AL,2T  rem * 44,14,30cm * System component

JVC RX-212BK 200 FM,M,L * 50W = 40 presets ® MM,3L,1T « rem * 44,13,34cm © 4ch surround

Pioneer SX-203RDS 200 FM,M © 35W < 30 presets ® MM,2L,2T « rem * 42,14.29cm « RDS tuner

Technics SA-GX190L 200 FMM,L » 60W < 30 presets  MM,2L,2 * rem « 43,13 31cm

Kenwood KR-A4070 230 FM,M = 60W « 20 presets ® MM,3L,2T  rem * 44,13,33cm * RDS

Sony STRD311 230 FM,M,L « AV « 60W « 30 presets ® MM,2L,2T * rem * 43,14,30cm * System remote

Denon DRA-365RD 250 FM,M * 45W < 40 presets ® MM,3L,1T « rem « 44,12,32cm * System remote

Grundig Fine Arts R2 250 FMM.L » 50W * 59 presets  MM,5L * rem * 44,14,30cm  RDS, Radio text, remote

Pioneer SX-303RDS 250 FM,M © 50W « 30 presets  MM,2L,2T « rem 42,14 34cm  RDS tuner

Yamaha RX-385RDS 269 FM,M * 40W © 40 presets ® MM,3L,1T « rem  44,13,30cm * System remote

JVC RX-416VBK 270 FMM,L * AN * 50W * 40 presets * MM,1L,3T * rem * 44,13,35¢cm  Dolby Pro Logic

NAD 701 279 FM,M © 25W © 24 presets » MM,2L,1T * rem

Sony STRD511 280 FMM,L » AN « 50W « 30 presets « MM,3L,2T « rem * 43,14,30cm * Dolby Pro Logic

Yamaha RX-V390RDS 299 FEM e AN ¢ 60W « 40 presets © MM,3L,2T.2V « rem 44,14 30cm * AV amp, ‘stereo’ surround

Kenwood KR-V5570 300 FM,M ¢ AV« 50W « 20 presets « MM,L,2T * rem < 44,14,34cm « Dolby Pro Logic, RDS

Technics SA-GX390L 300 FM,M,L » AV * 50W * 30 presets * MM,2L,2T « rem * 43,13,36cm © Dolby Pro Logic

Denon DRA-565RD 320 FM,M « 55W « 40 presets * MM,3L,2T * rem * 44,12,32cm * RDS

Sherwood RV5030R 330 FMM,L » AN * 80W « MM,ALAT  rem = Dolby Pro Logic

Sony STRD611 330 FM,M.L » AV * 60W * 30 presets * MM,3L,2T  rem  43,14,30cm * Dolby Pro Logic

NAD 705 349 FM,M * 40W « 39 presets * MM,2L,2T « rem

JVC RX-616RBK 350 FMM.L « AV« 50W * 40 presets « MM,1L,3T « rem « 44,16,41cm * Dolby Pro Logic 7 -
JVC RX-508VBK 350 FMM.L « AV * 50W « 40 presets * MM,1L,3T = rem * 44,13 34cm * 5ch Dolby Pro Logic

Kenwood KR-V6070 350 FM,M « ANV « 70W * 20 presets « MM,AL,2T « rem « 44,17,34cm * RDS, Dolby Pro Logic

Technics SA-GX470L 350 FMM,L » AV * 80W * 30 presets * MM,4L,1T = rem * 43,14,36¢cm * Dolby Pro Logic

Kenwood KR-V7070 400 FM,M * AV * 100W « 20 presets ® MM,3L,2T = rem * 44,15,40cm * Dolby Pro Logic, RDS

Pioneer VSX-452 400 FM,M ¢ ANV « 50W < 30 presets « MM,2L,2T,2V « rem * 42,14,35cm * Dolby Pro-Logic

Sherwood RV6030R 400 FMM,L « AV « 100W * MM,AL4T « rem

Yamaha RX-V590RDS 449 FM « ANV « 70W < 40 presets  MM,3L,3T,4V « rem « 44,15,39cm < True DSP

Philips FR940 450 FMM,L » AV * 100W « 30 presets * MM,AL,4T  rem * 44,14,30cm « Dolby Pro Logic

Teac AG-V3020 450 FM.M ¢ AV« 95W 30 presets « MM,AL,3T « rem « 44,16,38cm * Dolby Pro Logic

Technics SA-GX690L 450 FMM,L « AV« 100W = 30 presets * MM,4L,1T  rem  43,16,36cm * Dolby Pro-Logic, help function

Denon AV-1000 530 FM,M AV * 70W 16 presets * MM,2L,2T « rem * 44,15,33cm  Auto input balance

JVC RX-808VBK 570 FM,M,L AV » 70W © 40 presets « MM,1L,3T « rem ¢ 44,16,40cm * 5ch Dolby Pro Logic

Marantz SR-73 599 FM,M * AV« 75W 30 presets * MM,3L,3T * rem * 43,15,38cm * Dolby Pro Logic

Marantz SR-82 899 FM,M AN « 75W « 30 presets  MM,3L,2T  rem  43,17,43cm « Dolby Pro Logic, multi-room

B&0 Beomaster 7000 920 FM,M,L « 75W « 20 presets ® MM,2L,2T  rem

Harman-Kardon AVR-30 999 FM,M * AN * 50W = 16 presets * MM,3L,3T,6V * rem * 45,13,35cm * Dolby Pro Logic

Kenwood KR-X1000 1,300 FM,M * AN * 110W = 20 presets ® MM,8L,2T « rem * 44,17,40cm * THX, Dolby PL, RDS

Mclintosh MX118 3,075 FM,M ¢ AN © 12 presets * 5L « rem * 45,14 45cm « AV tuner control centre -
Mcintosh MX130 4,285 FM/M « ANV 12 presets * 4L,6V * rem * 45,18,46cm « AV tuner controller, opt THX

Propucr

Goodmans Delta 700
Genexxa Lab-710
Genexxa Lab-810
Sherwood PS1870
Dual CS$3700/3701
Sony PSLX150H
Kenwood KD-492F
Pioneer PL-225
NAD 5120

Dual CS$435
Systemdek 1/920
Pro-ject 0.5
Pioneer PL-335
Sony PSLX431B
Ariston Pro-1200
Technics SL-BD20
Dual €$503-2
Moth Alamo

Akai AP A950
Grundig TT1
Technics SL-BD22
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S

pecialist turntables are
what high fidelity sound is
all about. CD players may
offer silent backrounds and flat frequency responses, but
they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that
serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the

cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a
matching tonearm, and often include a ‘starter’ cartridge.
Still better quality is found at higher prices among the
separate motor units and tonearms. Careful partnering and
set-up is essential for these components, but many so-
called ‘sympathetic’ combinations exist.

Key to turntables

manual, automatic ...............................type of operation
33/45 rpm speeds offered
Key to tonearms

SME fit. . type of cut-out into which arm mounts

233mm .. oo Effective length of arm

£ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

semi arm lift e 33/45rpm * 36,90,37cm e Part of Delta system
manual * 33/45rpm < Includes MM cartridge

semi arm lift ¢ 33/45rpm < Includes MM cartridge

semi arm lift * 33/45rpm  Budget turntable with arm

semi arm lift * 33/45rpm « 36,10,36cm * Midi-sized turntable

semi arm lift  33/45rpm * 43,10,36cm * Player, with MM cartridge
auto * 33/45rpm * 44,10,39cm * Includes cartridge

semi arm lift * 33/45rpm * 42,10, 36cm  Belt drive, fitted cartridge
semi arm lift e 33/45rpm < Includes arm

33/85rpm * 44,12,36cm * Turntable includes cartridge

manual * 33/45rpm ¢ Semi-suspended deck

semi arm lift  33/45rpm « 42, 11, 3cm * With Ortofon OM5 cartridge
auto * 33/45rpm * 42,10,36cm © Belt drive, fitted cartridge

auto = 33/45rpm  43,11,36cm « Player, auto rec size select

manual * 33/45rpm * Semi-pro disco deck

semi arm lift ® 33/45rpm * 43,10,38cm < Belt drive, includes T4P cartr

semi arm lift « 33/45rpm * 44,13,37cm * Not wholly inspiring; generally coarse and woolly sound, easily bettered by the CS-505-3.

manual = 33/45rpm ¢ Comes with RB250 arm

manual * 33/45rpm * 44,12,35cm e Inc cartridge

auto  33/45rpm e Black finish

semi arm lift e 33/45rpm © 43,10,38cm < Belt drive, includes T4P cartr
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Analogue lovers . ..

[

Our world

renowned precision

pick-up arms and turntables
awdait you.

Sales and service enguiries to:
SME LTD e STEYNING e SUSSEX e BN44 3GY e ENGLAND
@ 01903 814321 [Fx] 01903 814269

Recitar ﬂ
 Emby

The Lumley monitor LM2 is
a Loudspeaker of rare
quality, combining tangible
imaging, real world
dynamics and accurate tonal
balance

These speakers work superbly with a wide range of equipment
including: Adyton, Alchemist, Audio Alchemy, Audiomeca, AVI,
Boulder, CAT, CEC, Densen, Klyne, Lumley Reference, Michell,

Micromega, Orelle, Ortofon, Pros Audio, and Trilogy.

Excellent alternative speakers on demonstration include:
Acapella, ATC, Audio Physic, B&W, Celestion, Chario, Harbeth,
Heybrook, Ruark and System Audio.

CALL US ON: 0171-731 0340
10 TIL 6, MONDAY TO SATURDAY

289 NEW KINGS RCAD
FULHAM, LONDON SW6 4RE

“One of the five
best Hi-Fi shops in

the world”
(but not the most expensive!)

Hear the difference.

Canonbury Yard, 190A New North Road, BAITISH AUDIO

London N1 7BS. 2L Assocmfn
Tel: 0171 226 5500 Fax: 0171 359 7620 =

E-Mail: 100570,135 @ Compuserve.com
or: http://www.demon.co.uk/grahams-hi-fi/

THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE




TURNTABLES £180+, TONEARMS £49 - £275

Proouct

Thorens TD-180/AT91 180

£ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

semi arm lift « 33/45rpm  Belt drive

Pro-ject | 185 manual * 33/45rpm © 42, 11, 3cm  With Ortofon 510 cartridge

Rega Planar 78 198 manual * 78rpm * 45,13,37cm * As Rega Planar 2, 78 only

Rega Planar 2 198 48 manual « 33/45rpm « 45,13,37cm A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident. B'BUY
Moth Turntable 199 manual ¢ 33/45rpm * Split-plinth design

Dual 505-4 UK 200 103 semi arm lift » 33/45rpm * 44,15,37cm * Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. Slightly lacking oomph, but an unmuddled presentation. REC'D
Thorens TD180/S500 200 33/45/78rpm e Belt drive, plays 78s

Thorens TD-280 IV/UK 200 semi arm lift * 33/45rpm < Electronic belt drive, AT95E

Thorens TD-166 VI/UK/BC 200 manual * 33/45rpm * Blank armboard, cut to shape,

Pro-ject 1 (E) 209 semi arm lift  33,45rpm * 42,11,32cm * Semi-auto version of Pro-ject

Systemdek 11X/900 230 103 manual * 33/45rpm « A high performance budget turntable that is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery. B'BUY
Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 115 manual * 33/45rpm * The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Uptempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm. REC'D
Moth Kanoot Mk | Arm 249 manual * 33/45rpm < Inc Rega RB250 arm

Pro-ject 2 249 manual ¢ 33/45rpm © 46, 12, 3cm * Metal/glass platter, clamp

Rega Planar 3 260 48 manual « 33/45rpm « 45,13,37cm * A long time leader in its category, the ‘3 sounds nicely musical in a balanced and coherent manner. B'BUY
Thorens TD-166 VI/UK/95E 270 manual * 33/45rpm < Inc TP50 manual arm, AT9SE

Pro-ject 2/Ortofon 275 manual  33/45rpm 46, 12, 3cm e With Ortofon MC1 cartridge

Moth Kanoot Mk IIl Arm 299 manual * 33/45rpm * Inc Rega RB300 arm

Thorens TD-166 VI/UK250 300 103 manual * 33/45rpm * Refined and solid sound with well focussed imagery; suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges. B'BUY
Linn Basik 349 103 manual = 33/45rpm < 45,14,36cm * Strong midband analysis and imagery; clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass. REC'D
Dual CS750-1 350 semi arm lift e 33/45/78rpm  44,14,38cm * Turntable includes cartridge

Pro-ject 6 379 manual * 33/45rpm * 46, 17, 3cm * Suspended turntable

Systemdek IIXE/900Ap 388 103 manual * 33/45rpm e The acrylic platter | XE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market: good resolution, dynamics and timing. REC'D
Michell Mycro 397 manual * 33/45rpm e 46,14,34cm

Pro-ject 6/0rtofon 435 manual  33/45rpm 46, 17, 3cm © As above, with Ortofon MC15

Dual Golden Il 500 semi arm lift * 33/45/78rpm *44 ,14,38cm © Piano finish CS750-1

Technics SL-1210MkIl 500 manual ¢ 33/45rpm * 46,17,36cm * Quartz DD, no cartridge

Technics SL-1200MklI 500 manual * 33/45rpm * 43,10,38cm * Quartz DD, includes T4P cartri

Michell Mycro/arm 539 manual * 33/45rpm e 46,14,34cm « Includes Rega RB300 arm

Manticore Madrigal 570 manual * 33/45rpm  46,36,12cm * Turntable, lifetime guarantee

Roksan Radius 595 manual * 33/45rpm e 45,12,35¢cm e Motor unit

Notts Analogue Spacedeck 600 manual * 33.45rpm

Notts Analogue lllusion 600 manual * 33/45rpm

Thorens TD-3001BC 630 manual * 33/45rpm * No arm, but various armboards are available

Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 138 manual * 33/45rpm  46,17,3cm « With Sumiko arm REC'D
Thorens TD-2001 700 91 semiarm lift » 33/45rpm e Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed.

Linn LP12 Basik 745 103 manual * 33rpm * 45,14,36cm  With Akito, trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, timing etc still in top class, and bass tauter than of old. REC'D
Michell Gyrodec 765 55 manual ¢ 33/45rpm « 53,19,41cm * Sweet and natural player, well matched to Rega RB300. Acres of clear acrylic are very distinctive. REC'D
Thorens TD-3001/UK 770 103 manual « 33/45rpm * Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all-round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas. REC'D

Roksan Radius/Tabriz 795
Townshend Mkl Rock 799

manual * 33/45rpm  45,12,36cm © As above, with Roksan arm
manual * 33/45rpm e Headshell end arm damping

Alphason Sonata 835 manual * 33rpm * Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in top class and bettered by very few decks at price (with HR100S MCS). REC'D
Manticore Mantra 890 manual * 33/45rpm * 46,36,12cm * Turntable, lifetime guarantee

Linn LP12 Valhalla 894 manual ¢ 33/45rpm e 45.14,36cm e Electronic PSU, upgradable

Roksan Radius/Tabriz zi 895 103 manual * 33/45rpm « 45,12,35cm * Musically it offers exceptional performance with a minimum of fuss. ~__RECD
Origin Live Oasis-S 899 manual ¢ 33rpm ¢ Suspended turntable -
Thorens TD-520 900 semi arm lift  33/45/78rpm « Pitch control, no arm 5
Michell Gyrodec/arm 907 manual  33/45rpm * 53,19,41cm * Includes Rega RB300 arm

Pink Triangle Export 948 91 manual * 33/45rpm * 46,15,37cm * The PT100 with built-in PS. Transparent and neutral, but review sample had high motor noise. REC'D
Kuzma Stabi/P$S 1,200 91 manual « 33/45rpm « 51, 18, 4cm e (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended. REC'D
Notts Analogue H.Space dk 1,200 manual * 33/45rpm

Notts Analogue Graphic 1,200 manual * 33/45rpm

Alphason Sonata/Atlas 1,235 manual ¢ 33/45rpm * Motor unit inc PSU

Linn LP12 Lingo 1,345 91 manual * 33/45rpm * 45,14,36cm * The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains. REC'D
Roksan Xerxes 10 1,495 manual * 33/45rpm © 45,12,35cm e Black/rosewood veneers

Wilson Benesch 1,550 manual * 33/45rpm e High-tech turntable -
Rivelin Audio Eclipse 1,595 144 manual * 33/45rpm * 45,13,38cm * Motor unit -

Audiomeca Romance 1,675 manual * 33/45rpm ¢ With Romeo unipivot arm o
Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,797 91 manual * 33/45rpm * 45,15,37cm * Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny. _REC'D
Well Temp'd Rec Player 1,800 67 manual « 33/45rpm  45,18,36cm e Intriguing design. Muically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards. REC'D
Alphason Symphony 1,860 manual ¢ 33/45rpm * Motor unit & PSU

Michell Orbe 1950
Pink Triangle Anni/DC PSU 2,173
Notts Analogue Mentor 2,200

manual  33/45rpm * 55,29,71cm < Inc QC power supply
manual * 33/45rpm © 45,15,37cm  Battery PSU version of above
manual ¢ 33/45rpm * 75Ib alloy or graphite platter

Audiomeca J1 2,500 manual ¢ 33/45rpm 50, 40, 2cm © Top of the range model

Roksan TMS 2,750 manual * 33/45rpm © 45,12,35cm  Black lacquer

Well Tempered Classic 2,800 manual * 33/45rpm * 48,19,39cm e The original Well Tempered .

Kuzma Stabi Ref/PS 3,000  manual * 33/45rpm * Two motor, belt driven

SME Model 20 3,240 manual * 33/45/78rpm « 42,16,32cm © Precision turntable

DNM Reson Rota 1 3,500 manual * 33/45rpm * 59,14,37cm e Inc arm & cartridge -
Well Tempered Super 3,500 manual  33/45rpm * 49,19,39cm e Classic with carbon arm -
Manticore Magister 3,800 manual * 33/45rpm  57,46,18cm * Special order only

Voyd 0.5 3,940 144 manual * 33/45rpm * 51,16,42cm * Cross between standard and Reference Voyds. Superb finish, colourful and dynamic. REC'D
Audiomeca J1/SL5 4,250 manual * 33/45rpm * 50, 40, 2cm * With parallel tracking arm

SME Model 20A 4,535 118 manual * 33/45/78rpm * 42,15,32cm * Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval.

Basis Ovation Il 4,800 manual * 33/45rpm © 58,42,14cm e Lead/brass, record clamped

DNM Rota 2 4,800 144 manual * 33/45rpm * 59,14,37cm * Includes arm and cartridge REC'D
Notts Analogue Mentor Ref 4,800 manual * 33/45rpm  150Ib platter, graphite top

Well Tempered Reference 5,000 manual * 33/45rpm  49,19,39cm * ‘Fountainhead’ base/carbon arm

Voyd Reference 6,500 91 manual * 33/45rpm * 51,16,48cm * Voyd’s flagship, equipped with three substatial motors, is a strong contender for world’s best. REC'D
Basis Debut Gold Std Il 7,200 manual * 33/45rpm * 58,42,19cm e Belt driveh igh mass, four pole motor

Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9,250 manual * 33/45rpm * 58,42,19cm * Includes suction platter

SME Model 30 10,166 manual * /78rpm © 45,22,35cm e« Flagship turntable

SME Model 30A 11,460 manual ¢ 33/45/78rpm  45,22,35¢cm © As above, with SME Series V arm

TONEARMS N B

Decca LI Arm 49 changeable armtube © proprietary fit ¢ 212mm e Damped

Moth Arm 95 60 fixed armtube * The ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet, detailed and natural. B'BUY
Rega RB250 95 fixed armtube * 237mm e Scaled down RB300

Decca LIR Arm 99 changeable armtube © proprietary fit ® 212mm e Rewired version of LI

Rega RB300 139 60 fixed armtube * 237mm < Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high end turntables. B'BUY
Moth Mk Ili 146 fixed armtube * Rebadged Rega RB300

Linn Akito 209 fixed armtube e Linn/Alphason fit e 229mm e Statically balanced

SME Series 1S 242 changeable armtube * SME fit « 233mm  Economy version of Series Il

SME 3009 Ser Il Imp 268
Roksan Tabriz Basic

HI-FI CHOICE

fixed armtube * SME fit « 231mm o Fixed headshell, low mass

215 91 fixed armtube * proprietary fit + 240mm < Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases - a touch bright though. REC'D
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TONEARMS £286+, CARTRIDGES £10 - £42:

Proouct

Alphason Xenon

SME 3009 S2 Ser Il Imp
SME Series Il

Notts Analogue Space
Alphason Xenon MCS
Manticore Musician
Roksan Tabriz Zi

SME Series 11 3009-R
SME Series Il 3010-R
Zeta as

SME Series Il 3012-R
Alphason HR100S
Helius Orion 4 Copper
Alphason HR100S MCS
SME Series 300-309
Kuzma Stogi

SME Series 300-310
SME Series 300-312
Manticore Magicianl
DNM Yota

‘Helius Orion 4 Silver
Notts Analogue Mentor
Manticore Magician2
Townshend Excalibur
SME Series IV
Roksan Artemiz

Naim ARO

Wilson Benesch ACT1
Kuzma Stogi Ref
Notts Analogue Alien
SME Series V

Linn Ekos
Dynavector 507
Helius Cyalene 2
Audiomeca SL5
Graham 1.5T
Wheaton Tri-Planar 4
Wheaton Tri-Planar 4C
Air Tangent 10B

Air Tangent Ref. Sig.

Proouct

Audio Technica AT-91
Ortofon OM-5E
Goldring Elan P
Goldring Elan

Ortofon OMP-5E

Shure ME70B

Audio Technica AT-95E
Pickering TE-15
Ortofon OM Pro S
Shure M92E

Audio Technica AT-110E
Goldring Elektra
Ortofon OM10 Super
Pickering VE-15
Pickering T-E

Grado ZTE+1
Pickering V15-D)
Shure SC35C

Arcam C77

Sumiko Oyster

Ortofon OM Night Club S
Ortofon 510/P

Shure M44C

Rega Bias

Rega RB78

_Stanton 500EL
Stanton 500AL Il
Pickering TL-E

Grado ZCE+1

Ortofon OM Night Club E
Shure ME9SED

Arcam C77MG

Ortofon Concord Pro S
Pickering XV15-350C
Shure M55E

£ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

286
292
335
350
370
395
395
445
455
169
489
490
549
550
597
600
611
694
695
700
725
750
795
799
869
895
963
975
1,000
1,200
1,294
1,297
1,400
1,495
1,999
2,550
2,750
3,000
6,900
11,000

86

19

fixed armtube * Linn/Alphason fit « 229mm < 1-piece titanium armtube

removable headshell » SME fit « 231mm « Detachable headshell, medium mass

changeable armtube ¢ SME fit « 233mm < Ultra-low mass for hi-compliance

changeable armtube < proprietary fit * Optional silver wiring, unipivot

fixed armtube  Linn/Alphason fit  229mm e vdH silver wiring

fixed armtube  Linn/Alphason fit « 230mm e Handmade, lifetime guarantee

fixed armtube © proprietary fit « 240mm < ‘Intellligent’ counterweight

removable headshell ® SME fit « 233mm « Heavier version of Ser Il S2 |

removable headshell * SME fit  239mm e Detachable headshell, 10 inch

Pivoted

removable headshell » SME fit « 308mm e Detachable headshell, 12 inch

fixed armtube < Linn/Alphason fit  229mm  S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack.
fixed armtube * proprietary fit ® 254mm

fixed armtube * Linn/Alphason fit ® 229mm  vdH silver, top bearings

removable headshell « SME fit « 232mm < Beautifully made and finished: fully adjustable and a highly neutral performer.
fixed armtube © proprietary fit « Effective mass 13gm

removable headshell * SME fit « 238mm 10 inch (nom) version of 300-3

removable headshell * SME fit « 308mm 12 inch (nom) version of 300-3

fixed armtube © Linn/Alphason fit « 230mm < Polished armtube finish

144 fixed armtube * proprietary fit » Solid core wired

60

1

60
67

artridges fall into two groups:
high output MM (moving
magnet) models, capable of
working directly into most phono inputs; and generally
more expensive low and very low output MC (moving
coil) models. MC cartridges usually have better
mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better
performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equipped

fixed armtube  proprietary fit ¢ 254mm

changeable armtube © proprietary fit « Silver wiring, unipivot

fixed armtube  Linn/Alphason fit « 305mm e Polished armtube finish
fixed armtube « proprietary fit « 220mm « Outrigger headshell damping

fixed armtube * SME fit « 233mm < Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration.

fixed armtube  proprietary fit ¢ 240mm < Flagship arm, new style

changeable armtube * proprietary fit * Unipivot

fixed armtube  proprietary fit » Carbon-fibre armtube, unipivot

fixed armtube < proprietary fit < Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness.
changeable armtube * proprietary fit » Graphite tube, unipivot

fixed armtube * SME fit < 233mm « Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price.
fixed armtube < Linn/Alphason fit « 229mm « Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor’s strengths.
fixed armtube * proprietary fit ¢ Biaxial design

fixed armtube * proprietary fit « 254mm « Silver wired, pivoted

fixed armtube  proprietary fit « Parallel tracking

changeable armtube ¢ SME fit « SME base, unipivot

fixed armtube < proprietary fit « With terminal box

fixed armtube * proprietary fit « As 4 with Cardas cable

changeable armtube * proprietary fit « Air-bearing

changeable armtube * proprietary fit ® Remote-controlled version of above

Cartridges

C

with the necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a
separate phono stage is necessary. Phono input
equipped valve designs need a transformer to cope

consideredin the light of the effective mass of the
tonearm. High compliance (ie soft suspension) cartridges
are best used with low mass tonearms and vice versa.

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D

REC'D
REC'D

with MC cartridges.

M Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but Key

even basic high output MM designs benefit in overall fixed stylus, moving coil, moving magnet ................cartridge type
balance from optimised amplifier capacitance loading. 14mV cartridge output in millivolts
Cantilever compliance (how springy it is) needs to be

£ Issue SPECIFICATIONS & COMMENTS

Ortofon VMS2 10 41 moving magnet * 5 mV * removable stylus * 5.0g  Entry level elliptical cart
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moving magnet * 28 mV ¢ removable stylus * 5.8g

moving magnet  removable stylus

moving magnet ¢ 5.0mV e removable stylus * T4P version of Elan

moving magnet * 5.0mV « removable stylus * A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body
moving coil * 4 mV  removable stylus * 5.0g

moving magnet ® 6mV  removable stylus * Conical stylus

moving magnet * 2.8 mV « removable stylus ¢ 5.7g * Clear and dynamic, though richly balanced.

moving magnet * removable stylus  Tracks 1.5gm

moving magnet * 5 mV * removable stylus * 5.0g * Budget disco cartridge

moving magnet * 5mV ¢ removable stylus ¢ Dual T4P & normal fit

moving magnet * 3.8 mV * removable stylus ¢ 7.2g

moving magnet ¢ 5.0mV ¢ removable stylus © Elliptical stylus

moving magnet ¢ 4 mV « removable stylus ¢ 5.0g  Elliptical stylus

moving magnet * removable stylus © Tracks 1 - 3gms

moving magnet ¢ removable stylus © Elliptical

moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Moving flux, high output

moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Disco model

moving magnet * 5mV < removable stylus ¢ For broadcast use

moving magnet * 4mV  removable stylus * 6g A sensible moving magnet package with good bounce at a competitive price.
moving magnet * removable stylus

moving magnet ® 6 mV e removable stylus ¢ 5.0g ¢ Spherical stylus

moving magnet * 3 mV * removable stylus * 5.0g * For the price, a good blend of virtues - weight, clarity and neutrality,
moving magnet « 9ImV * removable stylus  Professional, spherical stylus

moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ 4.1g * Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound.
moving magnet * 4.0g  for 78rpm records

moving magnet ¢ removable stylus < Elliptical stylus

moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Spherical stylus

moving magnet © removable stylus

moving magnet * removable stylus * Moving flux

moving magnet * 6 mV « removable stylus ¢ 5.0g  Ellipticalsty lus

moving magnet  5SmV * removablestylus  Elliptical stylus

moving magnet * 4mV * removable stylus * 6g « Punchy, with plenty of energy to liven things up. The solid body is well worth the extra £10.
moving magnet ® 5 mV * removable stylus ¢ 19g « Pro use, inc headshell

moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Conical stylus

moving magnet * 6mV * removable stylus  Professional, spherical stylus

REC'D

B'BUY

B'BUY

B'BUY

B'BUY

HI-FI CHOICE



CARTRIDGES £44 -

£450

Proouct

Shure M104E
Pickering TL-2E

Grado Z3E+1

Arcam E77

Goldring 1006
Pickering XV15-625E
Pickering XV15-150-D)
Stanton 680AL/X
Sumiko Black Pearl
Rega Super Bias

Linn K5

Ortofon Concord NC S
Ortofon 520/P
Pickering TL-2-S
Stanton 680EL/X
Arcam ETTMG

Ortofon OM20 Super
Ortofon MC1 Turbo
Ortofon Concord NC E
Pickering XV15-757S
Pickering XV15-6250)
Shure ME9THE

Arcam P77

Goldring 1012GX
Denon DL110
Pickering XV15-1800S
Sumiko Pearl

Arcam P17TMG

Rega Elys

Shure M110HE
Ortofon OM30 Super
Pickering TL3S
Grado ZF1+

Stanton 890AL/X
Goldring 1022GX
Ortofon MC10 Super
Ortofon 530/P

Denon DL160
Pickering XEV-3001E
Notts Analogue Tracer |
Denon DL103

Goldring Eroica LX
Goldring Eroica
Pickering XLZ-3500
Pickering TL-4-S
Sumiko Blue Point
Goldring 1042

Linn K9

Ortofon MC3 Turbo
Ortofon MC15 Super Il
Ortofon 540/P

Roksan Corus Black
Pickering TL-3003
Audio Technica AT-0C5
Grado Signature Junior
DNM Reson Mica
Pickering XLZ-4500
Dynavector 50X
Ortofon MC25E

Notts Analogue Tracer Il
Pickering TL-4004
Dynavector 10X

Linn K18/II

DNM Reson Aciore
London Decca Maroon
Denon DL304

Goldring Elite
Pickering XSV-5000U
Pickering XLZ-7500
Pickering TLZ-7500-S
Ortofon MC25FL

DNM Reson Reca
London Decca Gold
Audio Technica AT-0C9
Audioquest MC5
Grado Signature 8MZ
Ortofon MC10 Supreme
Sumiko BPS

vdH MM-1

London Decca Maroon Dp
Shure V15V-MR

DNM Reson Etile
London Decca Gold Dpd
Milltek Aurora

vdH MM-2

London Decca S Gold
Notts Analogue Tracer Il|
Ortofon MC20 Supreme
Dynavector 23RS
Grado Signature MCZ
London Decca S Gold Dp
Milltek Olympia

Linn Klyde

Dynavector 17D2
Ortofon MC30 Supreme

HI-FI CHOICE

£ Issue SpeciFicaTiONs & COMMENTS

44

105
109
110
110
110
130
145
146
149
150
150
159
160
175
175
189
197
199
199
200
200
200
200
200
210
225
239
245
250
250
250
250
250
259
265
299
299
299
299
339
350
350
375
375
399
399
449
450
450

67
67

48

48
85
48

48
67

85
48

43

103
84

9Im
Col
103
103
91

103

13

o

67
10

toe)

13

=y

10

Py

38

84

91

moving magnet * 5mV e removable stylus * DualT4P & normal fit
moving magnet * removable stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Moving flux
moving magnet * 4mV ¢ removable stylus * 6g © Elliptical stylus
moving magnet  6.5mV e removable stylus  Elliptical stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus
moving magnet  removable stylus * Professional cartridge
moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Spherical stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus
moving magnet * 4.1g
moving magnet * 4.5mm mV + removable stylus * 6g « Not as crisply focussed as the othe Linn magnetics, but the K5 is smoother.
moving magnet ® 6 mV * removable stylus ¢ 19g * Pro use, inc headshell
moving magnet * 3 mV * removable stylus « 5.0g * Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound.
moving magnet  removable stylus  Line contact stylus
moving magnet © removable stylus * Elliptical stylus
movmg magnet * 4mV * removable stylus » Our sample had a dlsappomlmg stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound.
movingmagnet ¢ 4 mV * removable stylus ¢ 5.0g
moving coil ® 3.3 mV * removable stylus * 4.1g
moving magnet * 6 mV * removable stylus ¢ 19g ¢ Spherical version of Concord
moving magnet  removable stylus © Line contact stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus  Broadcast cartridge
moving magnet « 4mV  removable stylus * Tg « It won't turn a sow’s ear into a silk purse, but it will produce an acceptable result.
moving magnet « 4mV e removable stylus * 6g ¢ ‘Profiled” stylus
moving magnet ¢ 6.5mV * removable stylus * Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency colouration apparent.
moving coil « fixed stylus * A fine all-rounder, this high output MC model is likely to perform well
moving magnet ¢ removable stylus  Line contact stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus
movmg magnet * 4mV * removable stylus * 6g * Preferred to its cheaper partner because of a better tip. Channel balance poor
moving magnet * removable stylus  4.7g « Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and convincing.
moving magnet * 4mV ¢ removable stylus ¢ 7g ¢ Dual T4P & normal fit
moving magnet « 4 mV e removable stylus * 5.0g * Fine line stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Moving flux
moving magnet * removable stylus * Professional cartridge
moving magnet ¢ 6.5mV * removable stylus * As with 1012,a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved
moving coil * 0.3 mV - fixed stylus « 7.0g * ‘What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartridge this is...." we said.
moving magnet * 3 mV ¢ removable stylus ¢ 6.0g  TAP fit
moving coil * fixed stylus  6g e Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived twin lab tests and is still ‘thoroughly competent’.
movingmagnet * removable stylus © Elliptical stylus
moving magnet
moving coil * fixed stylus ¢ 9g ¢ Good performance in bass and good ‘life” is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle setail.
moving coil * 0.5mV < fixed stylus * Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative.
moving coil ® 2.5 mV e fixed stylus * Gyger Il stylus
moving magnet ¢ removable stylus
moving magnet * removable stylus
moving coil  fixed stylus * High output MC

oving magnet * 6.5mV  removable stylus  Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively though.

moving magnet « 4.5mm mV * removable stylus * 7g < Linn improved this model by beefing up the Basik’s bodywork and adding a super stylus.

moving coil * 3.3 mV « fixed stylus * 4.1g * The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle - take it as it comes.
moving coil * 0.35 mV « fixed stylus * 7.0g A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and close up.
moving magnet ® 3 mV  removable stylus ¢ 5.0g

movmg magnet * 6.5mV < removable stylus « Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but - more civilised and smoother.
moving magnet * removable stylus
movmg coil » 0.4 mV < fixed stylus * 8.0g * Effortless and detailed, but rather relentless and tlnng eventually
moving magnet ¢ removable stylus * Moving flux

moving magnet * removable stylus

moving magnet © removable stylus  Line contact

moving coil * 2 mV  removable stylus ¢ 4.5g  High output, exchange scheme

moving coil * 0.5 mV « fixed stylus ¢ 10.5¢ * High output, elliptical stylus

moving magnet

moving magnet * removable stylus

moving coil 2 mV « fixed stylus * 4.6 ¢ High output, exchange scheme

moving magnet ¢ 4.5mV * removable stylus * 8g * Metal body

moving coil * fixed stylus

moving magnet ¢ 5.0mV  fixed stylus * Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconclastic as ever. o

moving coil * fixed stylus e Elliptical stylus

moving coil * 0.5mV o fixed stylus * The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source materialb ut its sound has a certain dirtiness.
moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ High output

moving magnet © removable stylus ¢ Hybrid, low impedence

moving magnet  removable stylus

moving coil * 0.5mV e fixed stylus * 10.5g  Migh output, Fine Line stylus

moving magnet * removable stylus

moving magnet ¢ 5.0mV e fixed stylus © Elliptical stylus

moving coil * 0.38 mV e fixed stylus * 8.8g

moving coil * 1.4mV e fixed stylus © High output MC, line contact

moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Moving flux -
moving coil * 0.5 mV » fixed stylus * 10.7g * High output MC

moving coil « fixed stylus ¢ Nude stylus

moving magnet * 5.5mV « removable stylus * /f woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through
moving magnet ¢ 5.0mV e fixed stylus * Deccapod mounting

moving magnet * 3mV e removable stylus * 6.6g * Extended familiarity gave feeling of a lack of energy and a ‘shut in’ sound.
moving coil * fixed stylus

moving magnet 5.0mV e fixed stylus * Elliptical stylus, Deccapod

moving coil » 2.0mV « fixed stylus  An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge.
moving magnet ¢ 5.5mV e removable stylus

moving magnet * 5.0mV e fixed stylus * Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records.
moving magnet

moving coil * 0.5 mV  fixed stylus ¢ 10.7g * High-output elliptcal MC

moving coil * 0.15 mV  fixed stylus * 5.3g * Jewel cantilever, exchange

moving magnet * removable stylus ¢ Moving flux

moving magnet * 5.0mV e fixed stylus * Deccapod mounting

moving coil * 2.0mV « fixed stylus  As Aurora, sapphire cantilever

moving coil * 150uV mV * fixed stylus * 8g * Alloy body

moving coil » 0.15 mV < fixed stylus * 5.3g * Clear, detailed, neutral and generally informative — excellent.

moving coil * 0.5mV e fixed stylus ¢ 10.7g * High output
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CARTRIDGES £499 +

Proouct £ Issue SpeciFicaTions & COMMENTS

Kiseki Blue GS 499
Notts Analogue Tracer IV 550

moving coil * 0.4mV e fixed stylus
moving magnet *

Audioquest 404L 599 84 moving coil * 0.5mV e fixed stylus * Slight harshness detracted from the performance of this oz‘herwisefcflgar-soundﬂ and detailed cartridge.

Benz-Micro The Glider 600
Audio Technica AT-0C30 619
Grado Signature TLZ 650

moving coil « ImV e fixed stylus ¢ Semi-nude design

moving magnet * removable stylus * Moving flux

moving coil * 0.4 mV « fixed stylus * 7.8g * Nude micro linear stylus

Ortofon MC2000I! 650 moving coil * 0.12 mV e fixed stylus * 9.6g

Lyra Lydian 699 moving coil * removable stylus

vdH DDT-II 699 moving coil * 0.4mV  fixed stylus * Silver coils

Benz-Micro H200 700 moving coil * 2mV e fixed stylus

Benz-Micro M090 700 moving coil ® 0.9mV « fixed stylus

Benz-Micro L040 700 moving coil * 0.4mV e fixed stylus

Kiseki Purpleheart 749 moving coil * 0.4mV e fixed stylus

vdH MC-10 799 60 moving coil * 0.4mV « fixed stylus * A neutral, balanced performer gives, fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass REC'D
Audioquest 404iMH 899 moving coil * 1.4 mV e fixed stylus ¢ Boron cantilever

DNM Reson Lexe 899 144 moving coil * fixed stylus REC'D
Kiseki PHS 899 moving coil * 0.4mV e fixed stylus

Audio Technica ART-1 944 72 moving coil * 0.4 mV « fixed stylus = 8.8g  This is a delicate and very fluid- sounding MC that tracks well. REC'D
Ortefon MC300011 950 84 moving coil * 0.12 mV -« fixed stylus * 9.5g « A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best. REC'D
Grado Signature XTZ 975 moving magnet * removable stylus * Moving flux

Roksan Shiraz 975 moving coil ® 0.2mV « fixed stylus * 3-pt generator mount, no glues

Dynavector XX-1L 998 84 moving coil * 0.25 mV - fixed stylus * 12g « Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm. REC'D
Dynavector XX-1 998 84 moving coil * 2 mV e fixed stylus * 12g * Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version.

Linn Arkiv 998 moving coil ® 150uV mV  fixed stylus * 7g « Three point mt, machined body .

London Decca Jubilee 999 moving magnet * 5.0mV e fixed stylus * Line contact, 0.5 inch mount

vdH MC-One 999 60 moving coil * fixed stylus  This extended all the positive qualities of the ‘10, but added greater authority and scale - worth all the extra money. REC'D
Lyra Clavis Da Capo 1,069 143 moving coil * fixed stylus B’BUY
Benz-Micro Wood Ref 1,100 moving coil * 0.3mV e fixed stylus  Bruyere housing, boron

vdH MC-One/Hi 1,149 84 moving coil * fixed stylus © Slight softening on transients was the only real flaw, but it didn’t quite seem to have that special touch one expects.

vdH MC-Two 1,349 72 moving coil * fixed stylus = MC-Two rewards with a highly deailed yet fluid and musically covincing portrayal. REC'D
Audio Note lo IV 1,395 100 moving coil * fixed stylus * One of the best, giving an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity. Needs a transformer. REC'D

Benz-Micro Ruby Ref 1,400

moving coil * 0.3mV e fixed stylus * Bruyere housing boron

Audioquest 7000NSX 1,495 91 moving coil » 0.4 mV e fixed stylus * Stunning stereo imaging and detail spoiled by poor tracking and high sensitivity to arms.

Ortofon MC5000 1,500 91 moving coil * 0.12 mV  fixed stylus * 9.5g * Limited tracking abiity, bright and forward sound, but good stereo
Koetsu Red T 1,550 moving coil  fixed stylus ¢ High-output MC

Transfiguration AF-1 Mk Il 1,595 moving coil * 230uV mV « fixed stylus * 7g * MC, transformer & preamp

Kiseki Blackheart 1,995 moving coil * 0.3mV  fixed stylus

Transfiguration Supreme 1,995 moving coil * 200uV mV e fixed stylus ¢ 7g * Yokeless ring magnet system

Koetsu Red K Sig 1,998 moving coil © fixed stylus * Selected, re-tuned Red T

Ortofon MC7500 2,000 moving coil * 0.13 mV e fixed stylus » 11g  75th Anniversary model

vdH Grasshopper IIISLN 2,200 moving coil  fixed stylus ¢ Sulver coils, Neodymium magnet

Lyra Parnassus 2,295 moving coil * removable stylus

Koetsu Urushi 2,297 moving coil * fixed stylus  Metal alloy body

vdH Grasshopper IIICMN 2,750
Audio Note lo Ltd V 2,950
vdH Grasshopper IlISLA 2,999
vdH Grasshopper IIGLN 2,999

moving coil * fixed stylus * Copper coils, medium output
moving coil © fixed stylus ¢ Needs PSU
moving coil * fixed stylus « Silver coils, Alnico magnet

vdH Grasshopper IlIGLA 2,999 122

Koetsu Signature 3,218 moving coil © fixed stylus » Rosewood body

vdH Grasshopper lICHN 3,400 moving coil  fixed stylus ¢ Copper coils, high output
vdH Type IVGLA 3,450 moving coil © fixed stylus * Silver cils, Alnico magnet
Kiseki Lapis Lazuli 5,000 moving coil * 0.4mV e fixed stylus ¢ Gemstone body

moving coil * fixed stylus * Gold coils, Neodymium magnet
fixed stylus  Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse.

MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS

Acoustic Energy Ltd  tel 0181 840 6305 * fax 0181 579 1761
Adcom e Celestion International Ltd « tel 01473 322222 « fax 01473 729662
ADT = Aanvil Audio « tel 01359 240687 = fax 01359 240687
Advent « Entel Ltd * tel 01483 425702
Adyton * Aanvil Audio  tel 01359 240687 « fax 01359 240687
Air Tangent * Absolute Sounds  tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Aiwa UK « tel 0181 897 7000 « fax 0181 564 9446 « Dealers 2000+
Akai (UK) Ltd  tel 0181 897 6388 « fax 0181 897 1508 * Dealers 250
AKG « Harman Audio UK Ltd « tel 0181 207 5050 < fax 0181 207 4572  Dealers 30
Alamo * Moth Marketing © tel 01234 741152 < Dealers 50
Albarry  Ortofon UK Ltd « tel 01753 888949 « fax 01753 889636
Alchemist Products « tel 0181 883 3008 « fax 0181 883 1160
Allison Acoustics Ltd « tel 01484 603333 « fax 01484 607774
Alphason < tel 01942 678000 « fax 609913« Dealers 700
AMC « Campus International Ltd « tel 01494 431290
Apogee « Absolute Sounds  tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
ARC  Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Arcam * A&R Cambridge Ltd « tel 01223 440964 < fax 01223 863384 * Dealers 211
Arion * Kronos Distribution * tel 018687 48632 < fax 018687 48281
Ariston e Hi-fi Direct  tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23
Art Audio * tel 0115 9653604 « fax 0115 9637795
ATC Loudspeaker Technology Ltd « tel 01285 760561 « fax 01285 760683 « Dealers 25
ATD « Aanvil Audio  tel 01359 240687 < fax 01359 240687
Audio Alchemy  Path Premier o tel 01494 441736 < fax 01494 461209
Audio Innovations  Audio Components © tel 01305 761017 « fax 01305 761492 « Dealers 20
Audio Note * Audio Note UK  tel 01273 220511  fax 01273 731498 « Dealers 15
Audio Physic « Aanvil Audio « tel 01359 240687 « fax 01359 240687
Audio Research * Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Audio Technica Ltd  tel 0113 2771441 « fax 0113 2704836 « Dealers 100
Audiolab * Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd « tel 01480 52521 « fax 01480 52159 « Dealers 82
Audiomeca * Kronos Distribution « tel 018687 48632 « fax 018687 48281
Audioquest * A&R Cambridge Ltd « tel 01223 440964 « fax 01223 863384
Audiostatic * Audiofreaks  tel 0181 948 4153 = fax 0181 948 4250 « Dealers 12
Audiovector * The Chord Company « tel 01722 331674 = fax 01722 411388
Aura * B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd)  tel 01903 750750  fax 01903 750694 « Dealers 80
AVl = AV International Ltd  tel 01453 765682  fax 01453 752777 « Dealers 23
B&0 « Bang & Olufsen UK Ltd « tel 01734 692288 < fax 01734 693388 « Dealers 167
B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) * tel 01903 750750 « fax 01903 750694  Dealers 400

HI-FI CHOICE

Basis  RT Services « tel 01235 813058
Benz-Micro * Audiofreaks * tel 0181 948 4153 < fax 0181 948 4250 « Dealers 12
Beyerdynamic © tel 01273 479411 « fax 01273 471825  Dealers 300
Bose UK Ltd « tel 01795 475341 « fax 01795 427227  Dealers 496
Boston Acoustics © Portfolio Marketing « tel 01494 890277
Bravura * Thomas Transducers © tel 01732 851408
Bryston * Professional Monitor Co « tel 01923 249119 « fax 01923 249219
‘E‘ Cable Talk « tel 01252 373434 « fax 01252 371818

Cambridge Audio * Hi-fi Direct « tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 « Dealers 23
Canon UK Photo Division © tel 01483 740005 « fax 01483 740054 * Dealers 300
Castle Acoustics Ltd « tel 01756 795333 o fax 01756 795335 « Dealers 264
CAT « Reference International « tel 01435 868004
Celestion International Ltd « tel 01473 322222  fax 01473 729662 * Dealers 200
Cerwin Vega * CSE Administration « tel 01423 359054 « fax 01423 359058 « Dealers 98
Chimera International Amplification © tel 0181-441 1951
Chord « The Chord Company Ltd « tel 01722 331674 < fax 01722 411388 * Dealers 210
Classe Audio  Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Clements * Wollaton Audio « tel 0115 928 4147
Concordant  Sambell Engineering * tel 01455 283251
Conrad-Johnson * Audiofreaks < tel 0181 948 4153 = fax 0181 948 4250 = Dealers 12
Copland « Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962 « Dealers 32
Counterpoint * MPI Electronic UK Ltd « tel 01483 454993 » fax 01483 454992
Credo * Townshend Audio * tel 01784 455866
Creek Audio Ltd  tel 0181 361 4133 « fax 0181 361 4136 * Dealers 40
CR Developments © CR Developments Ltd  tel 01702 469055  fax 01702 601883 * Dealers 3
Crimson  Virtual Reality Audio Systems  tel 01277 227355 « fax 01277 224103
Croft » Eminent Audio * tel 0121 373 1442 = fax 0121 377 8309

Dali * Onkyo UK « tel 0181 343 2082 « fax 0181 346 4925

Dawn Audio Ltd « tel 01932 355040 = fax 01932 355041
Day Sequerra = Absolute Sounds * tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Deadrock « Path Distribution * tel 0121 749 2240 « fax 0121 748 3838 « Dealers 700
Denon * Hayden Laboratories Ltd « tel 01753 888447 « fax 01753 880109 * Dealers 350
DNM  Virtual Reality Audio Systems © tel 01277 227355 « fax 01277 224103
DPA « tel 01222 795621 « fax 01222 794267  Dealers 17
Dual * RAM UK Ltd « tel 0161 973 0505  fax 0161 905 1965 * Dealers 450
Dynavector * Pear Audio Ltd * tel 01665 830862

EAR * Yoshino « tel 01480 467788

ECA Distribution « tel 0181 830 5128  fax 0181 208 1271 * Dealers 5
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MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS

MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS BY BRAND

Eclipse  Hi-fi Direct « tel 0171 827 9827 = fax 0171 827 9009 « Dealers 23
Electrocompaniet * Esoteric Audio Imports © tel 01243 533030 « fax 01243 533030 « Dealers 12
EMF Audio * tel 0181 361 6734 « fax 0181 361 4136
Epos Acoustics  tel 01705 407722 = fax 01705 400099 « Dealers 64
Exposure Electronics © tel 01273 423877 = fax 01273 430619
Faraday Sound * tel 01603 762967
Forte Audio * Acoustic Energy Ltd « tel 0181 840 6305 « fax 0181 579 1761
Fullers  Fuller's Audio  tel/fax 01702 612116
E‘ Gale * Hi-fi Direct « tel 0171 827 9827 « fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23
Gamma Acoustics * Gamma Acoustics © tel 01753 526939 « fax 01753 526939
Genelec * Project © tel 0171 359 0400
Genexxa * Intertan Ltd « tel 01922 434000 o fax 01922 710789 « Dealers 346
Glanz « Presence Audio * tel 01444 461611 = fax 01444 461510
GLL » Goodmans GLL  tel 01705 492777 « fax 01705 470875 * Dealers 250
Goldring Products Ltd « tel 01284 701101 « fax 01284 750040 * Dealers 100
Goodmans Industries Ltd * tel 01705 673763 = fax 01705 664333
Grado * Goldring Products Ltd « tel 01284 701101 « fax 01284 750040 * Dealers 50
Graham « Reference International * tel 01435 868004
Grant Amplifiers  tel 01705 837392
Grundig International Ltd « tel 01788 577155 « fax 01788 562354
GT Audio = tel 01895 833099
m‘ Harbeth Acoustics Ltd « tel 01444 440955 « fax 01444 440688
Harman-Kardon * Harman Audio Ltd « tel 0181 207 5050 « fax 0181 207 4572  Dealers 120
Helius Designs © tel 01386 830083 « Dealers 5 + direct
Heybrook Hi-fi Ltd * tel 01752 731313 » fax 01753 733954 * Dealers 75
Hgrning « Definitive Audio  tel 01159 813562
Impulse Loudspeakers © tel 0181 766 0474  fax 0181 766 0468 * Dealers 11
Infinity » Gamepath Ltd « tel 01908 317707 < fax 01908 322704 < Dealers 85
Interaudio * Bose UK Ltd « tel 01795 475341 « fax 01795 427227
Ixos « Path Distribution * tel 0121 749 2240 « fax 0121 748 3838 « Dealers 700
Jadis * Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Jamo UK Ltd « tel 01327 301300 « fax 01327 300511 « Dealers 300+
JBL * Harman Audio UK Ltd « tel 0181 207 5050  fax 0181 207 4572 * Dealers 150
Jecklin » May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd « tel 01943 864930 « fax 01943 863814 « Dealers 20
Jordan Watts Acoustics Ltd « tel 0181 985 1646 < fax 0181 986 0112
JPW Loudspeakers Ltd  tel 01752 607000 * fax 01752 607001 « Dealers 200
JVC UK Ltd « tel 0181 450 3282 = fax 0181 208 3038 * Dealers 5000
KAL UK Ltd « tel 01303 245005 « fax 01303 221736
KEF Audio Ltd * tel 01622 672261 « fax 01622 672939 * Dealers 240
Kenwood  Trio-Kenwood UK « tel 01923 816444 « fax 01923 819131 « Dealers 1000
Keswick Audio = tel 01977 671823 = Dealers 13
Kimber Cable « RATA Ltd « tel 01539 823247 « fax 01535 823317
Kiseki » Presence Audio  tel 01444 461611 « fax 01444 461510  Dealers 10 + direct
Koetsu * Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047  fax 0181 879 7962 « Dealers 20
Koss ¢ HW International  tel 0181 808 2222 « fax 0181 808 5599
Krell = Absolute Sounds e tel 0181 947 5047 o fax 0181 879 7962 * Dealers 17
Kronos Distribution  tel 018687 48632 « fax 018687 48281
Kuzma * Audiofreaks © tel 0181 948 4153 « fax 0181 948 4250 « Dealers 12
E‘ Lecson Systems e tel 01480 498211
LFD « tel 01255 422533 « fax 01255 221370 « Dealers 7
Linaeum  Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Linn Products « tel 0141 644 5111.  fax 0141 644 4262
Living Voice * Definitive Audio * tel 01159 813562
London * Presence Audio * tel 01444 461611  fax 01444 461510 « Dealers 10 + direct
Lowther Voight Ltd  tel 0181 300 9166
Lumley Reference * Reference International « tel 01435 868004
Luxman < Hi-fi Direct * tel 0171 827 9827 = fax 0171 827 9009 « Dealers 23
Lynwood Electronics  tel 01709 873667  Dealers 25
Lyra « Path Premier « tel 01494 441736 < fax 01494 461209
| MAG Audio (UK) Ltd « tel 0181 555 1222
Magnepan © Audionord UK  tel 01235 813058
Magnum < Hailey Audio Ltd « tel 01992 442425 « Dealers 6
Mana Acoustics  tel 0181 868 2788 = fax 0181 429 0118
Manticore Audio Visual * tel 01767 318437 = Dealers 5 + direct
Marantz Hi-fi UK Ltd « tel 01753 680868 « fax 01753 680428 « Dealers 200+
Mark Levinson e Path Premier « tel 01494 441736  fax 01494 461209
Martin-Logan < Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962  Dealers 20
Matisse * GT Audio « tel 01895 833099
Mcintosh * MPI Electronic UK Ltd * tel 01483 454993 = fax 01483 454992
Meridian Audio Ltd  tel 01480 434334 < fax 01480 432948 « Dealers 98
Metaxas UK Distribution « tel 01753 654531
Michell Engineering © tel 0181 953 0771 « Dealers 8
Michi  Gamepath Ltd * tel 01908 317707 = fax 01908 322704 « Dealers 18
Micro-Seiki » Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962
Micromega DA Ltd « tel 0181 502 1416  fax 0181 502 1438 « Dealers 104
Milltek  Presence Audio * tel 01444 461611 « fax 01444 461510
Minstrel » Quantum Audio Ltd « tel 01563 571122 « fax 01563 571133 « Dealers 4 + direct
Mission Electronics © tel 01480 451777 = Dealers 259
Monitor Audio Ltd * tel 01223 242898 « fax 01223 214532 * Dealers 45
Monrio UK Distribution * tel 01753 654531
Monster  Gamepath Ltd « tel 01908 317707 < fax 01908 322704 « Dealers 181
Mordaunt-Short Ltd  tel 01705 407722 « fax 01705 400099 * Dealers 485
Morel * Clere Electronics Ltd « tel 01635 297717 < fax 01635 297717
Moth Marketing  tel 01234 741152  Dealers 30
Musical Fidelity Ltd « tel 0181 900 2866 « fax 0181 900 2983 * Dealers 145
NAD Marketing Ltd « tel 0181 343 3240  fax 0181 346 4925 * Dealers 380
Naim Audio * tel 01722 332266 » fax 01722 412034 « Dealers 70
Nakamichi » B&W Loudspeakers (UK Ltd) « tel 01903 750750 « fax 01903 750694 « Dealers 70
Neat Hi-Fi » tel 01325 460812 « Dealers 15
Nottingham Analogue * tel 01773 762947 » fax 01773 533566  Dealers 4
NVA o tel 01763 272707 « fax 01763 271694 « Dealers 3
Onix Electronics « tel 01273 517358
Onkyo UK < tel 0181 343 2082 = fax 0181 346 4925 « Dealers 120
Orelle Hi=fi » tel 0181 908 4126  Dealers 30

HI-FI CHOICE

Origin Live * tel 01703 442183 « Dealers 25
Ortofon UK Ltd « tel 01753 888949 « fax 01753 889636 « Dealers 200
E‘ Panasonic UK Ltd * tel 01344 853550  fax 01344 853081 « Dealers 3000+
Papworth Audio Technology * tel 01480 830345
Pentachord Loudspeakers  tel 0181 788 2228 < Dealers Direct
Perception * Kinshaw Electronics Ltd « tel 01209 715878 « fax 01209 711939
Philips * Matthew Thomas « tel 0181 689 2166  Dealers 5000+
Pickering Cartridges « tel 01904 642463 « fax 01904 652225
Pink Triangle Projects « tel 0171 703 5498 « Dealers 47
Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd « tel 01753 789564 « fax 01753 789536 « Dealers 500
Polk Audio * tel 01727 827311 « fax 01727 827284 < Dealers 104
Posselt « GT Audio  tel 01895 833099
Pro-ject * Ortofon UK Ltd * tel 01753 888949 « fax 01753 889636 * Dealers 70
Proac * DNA Marketing * tel 01403 753180 « fax 01403 753181  Dealers 19
Professional Monitor Co  tel 01923 249119 « fax 01923 249219 « Dealers 12 + direct
PS Audio * Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047  fax 0181 879 7962
‘m QED Audio Products Ltd * tel 01276 451166 « fax 01276 452211 = Dealers 150+
B Quad Electroacoustics Ltd e tel 01480 52561 « fax 01480 413403 « Dealers 130
" =Y RCF * HW International « tel 0181 808 2222 « fax 0181 808 5599
RA Labs * RDL Acoustics « tel 01484 603333 « Dealers 4 + direct
Realistic  Intertan Ltd « tel 01922 434000 < fax 01922 710789 » Dealers 346
Rega Research Ltd « tel 01702 333071 = fax 01702 432427  Dealers 54
Rehdeko e Virtual Reality Audio Systems « tel 01277 227355 « fax 01277 224103
REL Acoustics Ltd * tel 01656 766093 « Dealers 80
Revolver » RAM UK Ltd « tel 0161 973 0505 « fax 0161 905 1965
Richard Allen Loudspeakers  tel 01274 872442
Rivelin Audio  Sonic Link * tel 01332 674929 « fax 01332 361390
Rogers * Swisstone Electronics Ltd  tel 0181 640 2172 « Dealers 100+
Roksan Ltd « tel 01895 436384 « fax 01895 436385 * Dealers 35
Rose Industries Ltd * tel 01235 847023 « Dealers 10
Ross Consumer Electronics Ltd « tel 01703 666363 « fax 01703 666190
Rotel » Gamepath Ltd « tel 01908 317707 < fax 01908 322704 < Dealers 232
Royd Loudspeakers Co Ltd * tel 01952 290700 < fax 01952 290190 « Dealers 65
Ruark « tel 01268 728890
Sansui UK « tel 01204 700139
SD Acoustics © tel 0181 399 6308 « fax 0181 399 6308
Sennheiser UK Ltd « tel 01628 850811 « fax 01628 850958 * Dealers 850
Sentec * MAG Audio (UK) Ltd < tel 0181 555 1222
Shahinian * Pear Audio Ltd * tel 01665 830862 * Dealers 15
Sharp Electronics (UK) Ltd « tel 0161 205 2333
Shearne Audio * tel 01438 740953  fax 01438 740995
Sherwood « Hi-fi Direct « tel 0171 827 9827  fax 0171 827 9009 * Dealers 23
Shure * HW International  tel 0181 808 2222 « fax 0181 808 5599
SME Ltd « tel 01903 814321 = fax 01903 814269 * Dealers 125
Sonic Frontiers « MPI Electronic UK Ltd « tel 01483 454993 « fax 01483 454992 « Dealers 0
Sonic Link * Audiokits * tel 01332 674929
Sonus-Faber * Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962  Dealers 30
Sony United Kingdom Ltd « tel 0181 784 1144
Sound Organisation * Goldring Ltd * tel 01284 701101 < fax 01284 750040  Dealers 100+
Sound-Lab « Audiofreaks < tel 0181 948 4153  fax 0181 948 4250
Soundstyle * Goldring Products Ltd « tel 01284 701101 « fax 01284 750040 « Dealers 170
Spendor Audio Systems © tel 01323 843474 < Dealers 17
Spica  Presence Audio  tel 01444 461611 « fax 01444 461510
Stanton « Lamba Electronics Ltd « tel 017278 40527 « fax 017278 37811
Stax e Path Premier « tel 01494 441736 = fax 01494 461209
Stemfoort Audio * Audio Synergy Ltd « tel 01924 406016  fax 01924 410069
Sugden © Audio Synergy Ltd  tel 01924 406016 * fax 01924 410069 * Dealers 12
Sumiko « Path Premier © tel 01494 441736 « fax 01494 461209
System Audio * The Chord Company  tel 01722 331674 « fax 01722 411388 * Dealers 210
Systym « Systemdek Ltd * tel 01294 271251 « fax 01294 277095
Tannoy Ltd * tel 01236 420199 « fax 01236 428230  Dealers 400
TDL Electronics Ltd « tel 01494 441191 « fax 01494 461803 « Dealers 274
Teac UK Ltd * tel 01923 819630 « fax 01923 236290 * Dealers 200
Technics  Panasonic UK Ltd  tel 01344 853550 = fax 01344 853081 « Dealers 2000
Tesserac Research Ltd  tel 0181 669 0011 « fax 0181 773 0406
Theta « Absolute Sounds « tel 0181 947 5047 « fax 0181 879 7962 = Dealers 17 (TLC - 50)
Thiel « MPI Electronic UK Ltd « tel 01483 454993 « fax 01483 454992
Thorens « Portfolio Marketing « tel 01494 890277
Thule « Virtual Reality Audio Systems « tel 01277 227355 < fax 01277 224103
TOCA * TOC'A" Ltd = tel 01460 242290
Totem * May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd * tel 01943 864930 « fax 01943 863814 * Dealers 6
Townshend Audio * tel 01784 455866
Transfiguration * Reference International © tel 01435 868004
Triangle  Kronos Distribution © tel 018687 48632 « fax 018687 48281
Tube Technology © tel 01932 850354
UKD-Opera « UK Distribution * tel 01753 654531
Unison Research * UK Distribution * tel 01753 654531
van den Hul UK  tel 0622 721636 * Dealers 160
Vandersteen » A&R Cambridge Ltd « tel 01223 440964 < fax 01223 863384
Visonic * Canford Audio, tel 0191 415 0205
Vivanco UK Ltd « tel 01442 231616 « fax 01442 235421 « Dealers 1000+
Voyd Turntables Ltd * tel 01242 574528
VPI « Audiofreaks © tel 0181 948 4153 « fax 0181 948 4250
| Wadia * Acoustic Energy Ltd « tel 0181 840 6305 o fax 0181 579 1761
| Well Tempered » Pear Audio Ltd « tel 01665 830862
Wharfedale Loudspeakers Ltd  tel 0113 2601222 « fax 0113 2600267
Wheaton o Audiofreaks « tel 0181 948 4153 « fax 0181 948 4250
Wilson * Absolute Sounds < tel 0181 947 5047  fax 0181 879 7962 * Dealers 7
Woodside Electronics * tel 01934 520248
Yamaha Electronics UK Ltd « tel 01923 233166
YBA = Kronos Distribution * tel 018687 48632 « fax 018687 48281
Yoshino « tel 01480 467788
Zeta » Moth Marketing © tel 01234 741152 = Dealers 50
IYP = Presence Audio * tel 01444 461611 « fax 01444 461510 « Dealers 2 + direct
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A Lesson in buying Hi-Fi....No.1
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Hear the difference.
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THE ULTIMATE IN
SOUND ADVICE

wrd didn’t expect his new Hi-Fi to be so loud...
.. In fact, it wasn’t Hi-Fi, it was just loud!

Common Sense Prevails

Three Hi-fi Studios and dedicated Large Screen Theatre are here for you to
experience the very best in sound and vision technology. Interconnects to
allations, whatever your requirements our professional guidance will help you

make the right choice.
ished in 1981 in the heart of the country, Sound Academy is accessible by the

, only five minutes from junctions 10 & 11, and just 15 minutes drive from
ngham City Centre. Sound Academy have Hi-Fi for the beginner, the enthusiast

and the audiophile.

*Specialist impartial advice *3 Hi-Fi Studios
eMail Order available «Free home surveys available
«Enquiries welcome for Interest Free Credit
(APR 0%) Written details available on request

A [ & A ¥ ) ) M Y

If You've an eye for Qualityg®ou Can't Fail to See Us.
45— = | Sharing ASDA Carpark, Off High Street,
; F A Bloxwich, Nr. Walsall, West Midlands.
Off M6 Junctions 10 & 11.
Open 6 Days a week, 9am -6pm, Friday late night.

o

A YN 01922 493490,/473490

ARCAM AUDIOLAB CHORD NAIM KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH ALSO:-APOLLO A.T. AUDIO ALCHEMY AUDIO QUEST B&W BOSE BEYER CABLE
TALK  CHORD COMPANY CYRUS CELESTION  DPA EPOS _EXPOSURE KEF REFERENCE KENWOOD MARANTZ ~ MICHELL _ MORDAUNT SHORT _ MERIDIAN
MICROMEGA MISSION MOTH _ MUSICAL FIDELITY NAKAMICHI ORTOFON PROJECT QUAD ROKSAN ROGERS ROTEL SENNHEISER SONY SUMIKO SYSTEMDEK
TARGET TDL TUBE TECHNOLOGY VAN DEN HUL YAMAHA
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Choosing a good
hi-fi dealer is the
most vital step in

acquiring the
system that is right
Jor you. This unique
directory gives full
nformation on
dealers able to help
i your areq.

AVON

65 Park Street, Bristol.
(0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully
selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected items.
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, c/o Harper Furnishings,
Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BA1
6AD. (01225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony,
Rotel, AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura
and many many more. 2 demo rooms, home
demos, appointments required, service dept, free
install, home trial. Access, Visa, Int free credit,
instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed
Monday.
RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA1
2BX. Tel 01225 446245 (Contact lain Marshall).
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality,
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities
available.
RADFORDS, 10-12 Gloucester Road, Bristol. Tel
(0117) 944 1010 (Contact Chris Tuck). Premier
HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected to offer
outstanding sound and picture quality, whatever
your budget. Staff who care about what they
sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities
available.
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728 and
(01426) 315092. We specialise in giving upgrade
advice and demonstrations in your own home,
where you can best judge the benefits. Your long
term satisfaction is our aim. Brands stocked for
their excellent sound (not just a passing review),
their reliability and suppliers’ back-up: Lumley
Reference (amps and speakers), Michell, Orelle,
CAT, Magnum Dynalab, Transfiguration, NEAT,
Musical Technology, Cogan Hall, Silver Sounds,
MAF, Atacama.
V’ AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59
1EJ. (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, AVl, Acoustic
Energy, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps,
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle,
Pro-Ac, Michell, REL, Ruark, Sansui, SME
(inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Wadia.
Dems by appt only, home trial facilities, free
installation, service facilities.Access, Visa. For full
product listing please see Dealer Guide.

BERKSHIRE

LAKES, 254 High Street, Slough. Tel (01753)
538288. For better hi-fi in the Thames Valley.
Agents for: Aiwa, B&W, Infinity, JVC, Kenwood,
Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, Nakamichi,
Panasonic, Philips, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics.
Free delivery. Dem rooms at High Wycombe,
Aylesbury, Marlow, Maidenhead, St Albans,
Chiswick High Road, London, and Bracknell.
Please see our advert in the Dealer Guide or ring
for your nearest branch.

DEALER

Directory

RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, SL4
1TG. Tel 01753 856931 (Contact Pete Budd).
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality,
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities
available.

READING

B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading,
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (01734) 583730. Aiwa,
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installation,
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit Facilities
including interest free credit subject to status.
9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: Bracknell,
Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury.

READING HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Queen’s Walk, Broad
Street Mall, Reading RG1 7QF. (01734) 585463.
Your first choice for real hi-fi and home cinema
sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion,
Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Yamaha
etc. Demonstration facilities (including home
cinema). Free local installation. Bada guarantee.
Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30pm. Open Thurs 10.00-
7.00pm.

BIRMINGHAM

152a High Street, Bloxwich,
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, (01922) 493499/473499.
Audio equipment from leading and specialist
brands on two floors, with 3 demo floors, home
trials, home cinema with instore demo theatre,
evening demo’s by appointment. In house service
dept. Mail order avail. Int free credit subject to
status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm.Late night friday.
Expert advice, cable dressing and free installation
is what makes Sound Academy the Midlands

most exclusive Hi-Fi studio.
FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN THE
DEALER GUIDE
RIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham.
(0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see
full entry under West Midlands

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1ED.
(01908) 561551. Alchemist Products, AVl, Arcam,
Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, Moth, Rotel,
Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. Records and
CDs, record cleaning service. SGL speaker demo
room. Access, Visa and Finance.

NORTHWOOD AUDIO Ii, 98 Cambridge St,
Ayleshury, Bucks HP20 1BA. Tel. 01296 28790
(A/P). Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio
Meca, Aura, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle,
Celestion, Chord Company, Denon, D.P.A.,
Exposure, Grado, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef,
Marantz, Micheli, Micromega, Monitor Audio,
Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink
Triangle, Pro-Ac, Rel, Rose, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens.
NOBQDY EVER REGRETTED PURCHASING THE
BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms.
Credit facilities available.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
THE HI-FI COMPANY, SOUND AND VISION
STUDIO 42 Cowgate, Peterborough, Cambs PE1
1NJ. Tel (01733) 341755. The region’s largest
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| Members of the British Audio

| Dealers Association are able to

| offer:

;‘ @ Two year guarantee, trans-
ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser §

Il move more than 30 miles from his/her original |
address

@ low cost five year guarantee

l option

) proper demonstration facilities

B/DA

@ seven day exchange or refund scheme if the

range of new and used hi-fi and audio visual
equipment. Dedicated hi-fiand AV demonstration
rooms, including LaserDisc and Projection TV.
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Denon, JBL,
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL,
Revolver, Rotel, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and
many more. Laser Disc to projection TV. Part
exchange especially welcome. All major credit
cards and interest-free credit on many items.
Open Mon-Sat 10am - 5.30pm.

1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge.
(01223) 354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel,
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn.
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free install,
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit.
Open 9-5.30.

CHESHIRE

17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel
(01244) 344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi from Linn,
Naim, Arcam, Audiolab, Ruark, Rotel and many
more. Multi room systems from Linn Knekt.
Superb demonstration facilities, home demons-
trations and installations a pleasure. We offer the
best products, the best service and the best
sounds. Open Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by
appointment.
4 West St, Alderley Edge. (01625)
582704. For the very best in hi-fi separates and
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio,
interest free credit. Visa, Access. Home trial.
14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle,
Cheshire. (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry
under Greater Manchester.
86-90 Boughton, Chester,
CH3 5AQ (01244) 345576. All that's best in Hi-Fi
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected items.
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
29 Gaskell St, Stockton
Heath, Warrington. (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit
cards. Total absence of bull****,
1/1a Duke St, Congleton,
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. (01260) 297544. Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, B&W, Denon, Epos, Kef, Linn,
NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, Yamaha,
etc. Superbly appointed single speaker demo
facilities. 3 listening rooms with one dedicated to
home cinema. No appts nec, home trial facilities,
free installation. 2 year guarantee on all
equipment. Access, Visa. Credit facilities available
on request. Open Mon-SAT,
Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North, Warrington, WA1 3NU. Phone
(01925) 828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the
widest range of high quality hi-fi in the
Northwest. Family business est. 35 years. 3 dem
rooms, incl home cinema, home trials; deliveries
throughout NW; Access, Visa, Credit Facilities.
Open 10-6; 6 days. Send for free map and/or
5 page sale list
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altrincham,
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 0161 929 0834. Open
Mon-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment.
Specialising in equipment by: Naim, Quad, Royd,
Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large range of
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dealer’s advice is taken on product selection
@ fully guaranteed service work
@ customer complaints procedure in the event of
|| problems
For more information, contact BADA on
| 7 (0171) 226 4044

quality accessories. On site service department.
Installation & delivery. Home demonstrations
apleasure.

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str,
Congleton, Cheshire (01260) 280017. Celestion,
Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Project,
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics,
Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem Rooms, Home trial,
Free install, Service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard
Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed.

St Annes Parade, Wilmslow.
(01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood,
Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek,Tannoy,
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm dem room.
No pressure!
WILMSLOW AUDIO Wellington Close, Dept HFC,
Parkgate Trading Estate, Knutsford, Cheshire
WA16 8DX. Tel (01565) 650605. Fax (01565)
650080. A wide range of hi-fi equipment, drive
units and loudspeakers. ATC, Celestion, Coles,
Dynaudio, Jordan, KEF, Morel, Peerless, RCL,
Scanspeak, Seas, Volt. Over 30 kits available.
4 Dem rooms, no appt necessary. Please send for
free catalogue. Major credit cards accepted.
Closed Mondays.

CLEVELAND

ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street,
Redcar, Cleveland TS10 3AN. 01642 480723.
Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Denon, Harman-
Kardon, JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink
Triangle, Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Teac,
Thorens, Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nec.
Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept.
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. Interest free
credit.

GILSON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road,
Middlesbrough. (01642) 248793. Exposure,
Arcam, Mission, Denon, Marantz, NAD, Rotel,
Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha.
Micramega, Rel. Demonstration facilities in main
shop and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, appt nec,
home trial facilities, free install. on request, ser-
vice department. Access, Visa, HP. 10-5 - 6 days.

CORNWALL

RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking
Mill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8NJ. (01209)
710777/612260. Audio Note, Audio Innovations,
Impulse, TDL, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi,
SME, Micromega, Pro-jekt, Harman Kardon,
Triangle. Parasound, Analysis, Maclntosh, Monitor
Audio, J.P.W., JBL, Klipsch, Sugden, XLO,
Audioquest, Sonic Link, Rotel, Kinshaw, Integral
Demo room/ showroom and special home dems.
Appts nec, home trial, free install, service dept.
All cards, switch and transax. Open Mon-Sat
9.30-5.30. Please see advert in Dealer Guide.

DEVON

CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston,
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (01803) 606863.
Where you can compare a range including
Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Creek,
Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony etc. Two
dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 18ft. Free
installation. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Credit
facilities. 9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri.9.30-6.00 Sat.



RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street, St Thomas,
Exeter, EX4 1AL. Tel 01392 218895 (Contact
Peter Smith). Premier HiFi & Home Cinema,
carefully selected to offer outstanding sound and
picture quality, whatever your budget. Steff who
care about what they sell and have the ability
and knowledge to demonstrate the differences.
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part-
exchange facilities available.
RADFORDS, 107 Comwall Street, Plymouth, PL1
1PA. Tel 01752 226011(Contact Colin Massey).
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality,
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop,
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities
available.

DORSET

DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne,
Bournemouth, Dorset. (01202) 764965. B&0,
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target,
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install,
Service depart. Various credit facilities available.
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week.

MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open
at: 128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth.
(01202) 751522. For details see main entry
under Somerset.

SUTTONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road,
Bournemouth. 01202 555512. Linn, Arcam,
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha,
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms,
Home Demonstrations, Free Installations.Open
Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details.

DURHAM
Hi-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325)
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab,
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel,
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms.
3 years guarantee. Free delivery and simple
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home
cinema specialist.

ESSEX

AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd, Gants Hill,
Iiford, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tel: (0181) 518 0915, Fax
(0181) 554 8463. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Micromega, Rotel,
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues/Thur/Fri
10-7, Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation.
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstra-
tions. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on
selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
specialists. BADA Bonded.
BRENTWOOD HI-FIDELITY, 2 Ingrave Rd,
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 8AT. (01277) 221210.
Fax (01277) 261175. Audio Innovations, Aura,
AR, Castie, Cable Talk, Chord Electronics, Denon,
DNM, E.AR, Lumiey Reference, Marantz, Micro-
mega, Musical Technology, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Project, Quad, Ruark,
Shearne Audio, Systemdek, Tannoy & Tannoy
Definition, TDL. Single speaker demonstration
room, home trials, home demonstrations (high
end), Dolby Pro Logic and Multi Room installa-
tions, Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30 (Closed
Tuesdays and Sundays) Access/Visa/Switch.
Service facilities and 0% finance available
through Lombard Tricity.
PRO-MUSICA, 6 Vineyard St, Colchester, Essex.
Tel (01206) 577519. Roksan, Naim, Rega,
Micromega, Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rotel, Denon,
Ruark, Royd, Epos, Sound Organisation, Sound
Factory, Chord Company, Audio Tec, Audio
Technica, Mana Acoustics, Shahinian,
Dynavector, Neat. Open 10-6 Mon-Sat.

RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh,
Essex. (01268) 779762/747571. 216 Moulsham
St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (01245)
265245. 132-134 London Road, Southend-on-
Sea. (01702) 435255. A&R, Audiolab, Cyrus,
Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz,Meridian, Mission,
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Naim, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Royd. 0% finance.
Excellent audio visual range, home cinema Dolby
Pro-Logic, multi-room specialist.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road,
Gloucester. (01452) 300046. All that's best in
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems,
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit
facilities with interest free on selected items.
Tues-Sat9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire, GL52 2RQ. (01242) 583960. Fax
(01242) 226435. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam,
Audiolab, Aura, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Quad, Rotel,
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6.
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on
Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected items.

Listening room. BADA Bonded.
HAMPSHIRE
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey

entry.

AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke,
Hampshire, RG21 1AS. (01256) 24311. Fax
(01256) 24430. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, Naim, Rotel, Technics,
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. Trained
staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery &
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free
Credit on selected items. Listening room. BADA
Bonded.
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd,
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (01703)
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi and 2 home
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios.
‘Winner for Southern England Sony/Hi-Fi News
Dealer Awards.” Projection TV with 8" Screen.
Thurs late eve, closed Mon (except in Dec).
2-year guarantee, service dept. on site, large free
car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27), 12(M3),
13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. BADA
Bonded.
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth.
P02 0BH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema
and multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam,
Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology,
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian,
Miller & Kreisel, Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Polk,
Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco,
Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, Sound
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route,
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best
Southern Dealer.

HEREFORDSHIRE
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford
HR4 0DG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C.,
Audiolab, Audion, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Cyrus
Centre, Denon, Exposure, KEF, Marantz, Michi,
Micromega, Mission, Musical Technology, N.A.D.,
Nakamichi, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, REL, Rotel,
Ruark, John Shearne, SME, Stax, Systemdek,
T.D.L., Yamaha. Single Speaker Dem room. Home
trial. Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit
arranged.Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.

HERTFORDSHIRE
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD, 101 St Albans Rd,
Watford, Herts. (01923) 245250. Fax (01923)
230798 Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W,
Bose, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland,
Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin
Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio,
Professional Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus
Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio.
Credit available, 100 yards from Watford Junction
station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5:30 (Thursday open
until 8pm).

AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford,
Herts CM23 2DW. (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 open
6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Naim, Quad,
Cyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, Marantz,
ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit.
HALEY AUDIO Ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey,
Hertford SG13 7PG. Tel (01992) 442425, fax
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with cof-
fee or something from the bar. Demonstrations
include Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound
with the guaranteed deepest, tightest bass avail-
able. Choose your hi-fi (top valves and MOS-
FETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic domestic environ-
ment. Brands include; REL, AC Magnum, CR
Devs, Rotel, Celestion, Micromega, Lumley
Reference, Acoustic Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic
Link, Harmon, etc. We deliver anywhere in the UK
for home audition, or mail order, Access, Visa etc.
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street,
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (01582) 764246, Fax
(01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura,
AV, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Castle, Chord Co,
Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Technology, NAD, Naim Audio, Nakamichi,
Panasonic, Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser,
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, TDL. Single Speaker
Demonstration room. Free installation. Service
dept. Access, Visa, Switch. Open 9am-5.30pm
Mon-Sat

HUMBERSIDE

ZEN AUDIO FIDELITY George St, Hull. Tel 01482
587397 - Evening (01964) 670849. Audiolab,
Audio Innovations, Aura, B&W, Cabletalk, DPA,
Heybrook, JPW, KAR, Micromega, Michell,
Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Ruark, Totel, Sugden,
Comfortable Listening Room, Home Trial facilities,
free installations - personal, friendly service.

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street,
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female
any age, to share common interest in, musical
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting
pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service or
justpop in. Tel: 01233 624441.
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, 2 Station Rd,
West Canterbury. (01227) 769329. Also at Dover
- (01304) 207562. Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, B&W,
Electrocompaniet, Heybrook, JPW, NAD, Pro-Ac,
Pioneer, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics.
Dem and home trial facilities. Mon-Sat 9-5.30
closed Thurs. Free install. Credit to £1,000.
Access,Visa, Credit charge. Service dept.
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath,
Kent. (0181) 304 3272. Pioneer, Technics,
Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission,
Wharfedale, B&W. Separate dem room, no appt
nec. Free installation. Service Dept. Instant credit
facilities. 9.30-5.30. No early closing.

V J HI-Fl, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (01303)
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz,
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad,
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free local
install. No appts necessary, service dept. Amex,
Diners, Visa, Access, Int free credit, Instant credit.
Mon-Sat 9-6.
V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. (01843)
226977. For full details see our above entry . IEZER

LANCASHIRE
NORMAN AUDIO, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lancs
PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057. Fx (01772) 562731.
Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab, Arcam,
Mission, Cyrus, B&W, KEF. Send for catalogue.
Home cinema demo room. No appointment nec,
home trial facilities, free installation. Instant credit
subject to status. Open 9.30-5.30, late night Wed
till 8pm.
NORMAN AUDIO, also at 216 Church Street,
Blackpool, Tel (01253) 295661, Fx (01253)
295722.

LEICESTERSHIRE
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0116) 2539753.
Fax (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W, Mission Cyrus,
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Marantz, Harman Kardon, Quad, KEF, Sonus
Faber, Roksan, Aura, Copland, Pink Triangle,
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Rotel, Technics,
Michell and more too numerous to mention.
2 Dem rooms. We can demonstrate deliver and
install. Credit Facilities. All cards taken, 6 days
9.30-5.30
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0116) 262
3754 Fax (0116) 262 3758. Arcam, Audiolab, Cable
Talk, Chord Co, Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Kef,
Linn, Micromega, Nakamichi, Onix, Rotel, Royd.
Multi-room specialist. 4 Dem Rooms.
Home demonstrations, free installation. Open 6 days
1000~ 5.30.
SOUND ADVICE, The Factory, Duke St,
Loughborough LE11 1ED. (01509) 218254.
Shahinian, Rega, Naim, Well Mannered,
Dynavector, Royd, Yamaha, Rotel, Arcam,
Nakamichi, JPW. 3 demonstration areas, no
appts necessary, free installation, service
department. Lombard credit charge, Access,
Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 9.30-5.30.

STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester.
Tel (0116) 2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097.
Yamaha, Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa,
Cerwin Vega, Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL, Rotel,
Celestion, Jamo and many more. We are A.V.
specialists, 2 dem rooms. We can demonstrate,
deliver & install. Credit facilities and all cards
taken. 6 days 9.30-5.30.

LINCOLNSHIRE
BOSTON HI-FI CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, John
Adams Way, Boston, Lincs PE21 6SG. (01205)
365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi, Arcam,
Onyoko, Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, Rogers,
etc. Separate demo studio. Home trial. Free
installation. Access, Visa. Tues-Sat 9-5pm.
STAMFORD HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square,
Stamford, Lincs PE9 2AJ. (01780) 62128.
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Cyrus-Mission, Rotel,
NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all major
speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, compara-
tor demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange
Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No appointment nec-
essary, home trial facilities, free installation, ser-
vice department. Mastercard, Visa & credit
charge, finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm,
closed Thursdays.
SUPERFI, 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG.
(01522) 520265. See main entry under
Nottinghamshire for full details.

LONDON

ANALOG AUDIO 849 High Road, Finchley, N12
0181-445 3267. For friendly service and advice.
AKG, Arena, Audio Technica, Beyer, Denon, Dual,
Goodmans, Harman-Kardon, JPW, JBL, Jamo,
Kenwood, Lift, Marantz, NAD, Ortofon, Pioneer,
Rotel, Sennheiser, Thorens, Teac, Tannoy, TDL,
Wharfedale, Vivanco, Yamaha. Large range of
hi-fi accessories.

AUDITORIUM 119 Middlesex St, Bishops Gate,
London E1 7JF. Tel: 0171-247 5000; Fax 0171-
247 0990. 2 mins walk from Liverpool St station.
Friendly and professional advice on all your hi-fi,
home cinema and television requirements.
Experienced engineers for all your multi-room
and multi-broadcast installation needs. Range
includes Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon,
KEF, Micromega, Mission, Naim Audio, Neat
Acoustics, Pioneer, REL, Shahinian. Mon-Fri
10.30am-7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-4.00pm. See our
main advert for further details.

AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead,
London NW6 1SQ. (0171) 794-7848, Fx (0171)
431-3570. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab,
B&W, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, Nakamichi, Rotel, Technics,
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 10-6. Late Thurs
until 8.00. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-
Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected items.
2 listening rooms. BADA bonded.
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 0181-318
5755/0181-852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz,
Linn, Mission, Cyrus, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad,
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges.
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Appts required, service dept, home trial facilities,
Int. free credit, instant credit. Access, Visa. Open
Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs.
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street
Fitzrovia, London W1P 1HH. Tel 0171-631 0472,
Fax 0171-436 7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, 10-7
Thurs. The specialists for the highest quality of
sound, for one room or many more. Friendly
advice, full delivery and installation service
available. 2 listening rooms (appointments
preferred), service department, home trial facility.
Access, Visa, Amex, Switch. Worldwide mail
order service. Brands carried include; ATC, AVI,
Arcam, Mark Levinson/Proceed, Naim,
Nakamichi, Rega, Royd, and many more...
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New
North Rd, London N1. 0171-226 5500. Winner
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award
1986/89/90.“One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the
world”. Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Naim, Rega, etc.
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem
rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR
APPOINMENT.
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise,
London, SW11 1EH. Tel: 0171223 1110. ESTAB-
LISHED 31 years. Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dual,
Gemini, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, Jamo,
Kenwood, NAD, Ortofon, Rotel, Sennheiser,
Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Wharfedale, etc. Appts
nec, Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, Amex,
Open 10-6 Closed Wed.

HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham
Court Road, London W1P -HX. Tel Help Line 0171-
580 3535 24 hour, fax 0171-436 4733. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Castle,
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Heybrook,
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad, Pioneer, Quad,
Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening
rooms, 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and
simple installation (M25 periphery), home cinema
specialist.
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston-
upon-Thames. (0181) 943 3530. For full details
see entry under SURREY.
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London,
W1M 7LH. (0171) 486 8262/63. Fax (0171) 487
3452. Most established brands stocked. Two Hi-
Fi and two Home Cinema dem’ studios Appts nec
Home trial. Free installation. Service dept. Major
credit cards. Interest free credit usually available
- ask for details. Mon-Sat 10-6pm. (Late night
Thurs till 7pm)

KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1P
9AD. Tel: 0171-323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer,
JVC, Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR,
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. Appts
required. Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-6.

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road,
Edgware HA8 7JX. 0181-952 5535, fax 0181-
951 5864.

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street,
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1IR. 0181-569 5802,
fax 0181-569 6353.

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth Street,
Covent Garden, London WC2H 9HB. 0171-497
1346, fax 0171-497 9205. Main authorised deal-
ers for over 100 manufacturers. Interest free
credit, anywhere in the UK, subject to status.
Demo rooms including big screen TVs. Repairs
and service. Open all week including Sundays.
Home cinema specialist. Mail order worldwide.
Part exch. Musical Images club.

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea SW11. Tel 0171-924 2040/3665. Juicy
fruit from London’s newest, freshest hi-fi/home
cinema retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just
pop in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient ser-
vice, free home installation, credit cards, 0%
finance available, plus all the very best from:
Cable Talk, Chord Co, Demion, Denon Lifestyle,
Epos, Micromega, NAD, Naim, QED Multiroom,
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, with more to come.
The innovative Audio/Visual retailer.

SON ET LUMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd,
London W1P 9PA (next to Goodge St
Underground station.) Tel 0171 580 9059. Superb
demonstration rooms (appointment preferred)
and home demonstrations. B&0, Linn, Naim,
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Rega, Micromega, Amex, Diners, Access, Visa.
Credit facilities available - details on request.
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage,
London NW6. 0171-624 8855, Fax 0171-624
5315. Naim, Meridian, Quad, Mission/Cyrus,
Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy,
Yamaha, Nakamichi, NAD, Sonus Faber, B&O etc.
Single speaker dem raom, AV demos. Multiroom.
Service dept. Visa/Access credit fagilities. 10-7
Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat.
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater,
Londen (Off Queensway) W2 4AH 0171 229 2077
Open Tues-Sat 10.30-6.30.

UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTD — CHISWICK W4,

109 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 2ED

Voice 0181 400 5555

Fax 0181 400 5550

email 100614.3026@compuserve.com

Good Hi-Fi systems from £800

Home cinema

Multi-room sound systems

Authorised dealer Linn, Naim etc

Home trial and insallation

30 day free upgrade scheme
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Part exchange

Interest free credit

Service department

Tuesday - Saturday 10am to 6pm

Bada bonded

ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon
CR26AA. 0181688 2093.Audiolab, Arcam, KEF
Reference, Lexicon, Meridian, Micromega,
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, and
large range of AV equipment. S2 Air Conditioned
Demo Rooms. in a more casual environment.
Service department. The UK’s leading home
cinema centre. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00. Access, Visa,
Switch & instant credit up to £1000 subject to
status.

GREATER MANCHESTER
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1
3LQ. Tel: (0161) 633 2602 Fax: (0161) 633 2502.
Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission,
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion,
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. Record
club. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open
Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill, Manchester
M4 1EY. Tel 0161 834 6700. Technics, Kenwood,
Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, Mission, B&W,
Wharfedale, JBL, Thorens, Panasonic, etc. New
demonstration room. TV video, surround sound,
AV systems, service dept, free delivery. Access,
Visa, Switch finance. Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St Annes Parade,
Wilmslow. (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy,
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 2 dem
rooms. No pressure!

MIDDLESEX
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex
EN2 OPW. (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab,
Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Rotel, Yamaha &
many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30.
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange.
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2 listening
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA bonded.
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, Harrow.
(0181) 863 0938. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy,
Thorens, Yamaha. etc.
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel. (0181)
892 7613. Fax (0181) 892 7749. Arcam,
Audiolab, Audio Research, Audio Alchemy, B&W,
Bose, Copland, Castle, Denon, Dual, Krell, KEF,
Meridian, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Martin
Logan, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony,
Sonus Faber, Tannoy, Theta, Wilson, Yamaha.
Appointments recommended. Finance available.

All major credit cards accepted. Mon-Sat 10- 6
Thurs 10-7
UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTD - UXBRIDGE,
278 High Street, Uxbridge, Middx, UB8 1LQ
Voice 01 895 465 444
Fax 01 895 465 440
email 100614.3026@compuserve.com
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Good Hi-Fi systems from £800 {

Home cinema

Multi-room sound systems
Authorised dealer Linn, Naim etc
Home trial and installation

30 day free upgrade scheme
Part exchange

Interest free credit

Service department

Monday - Saturday 10am to 6pm
Bada bonded

WEST MIDLANDS
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere
Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands. 0121-354
2311. Audio Innovations, aura, B&0, B&W, Castle,
Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi,
Harman Kardon, QED. Single speaker demo,
appts preferred, service available, installations,
B&O link install, home trials. Access, Visa, inter-
est free credit available subject to status.
9.30-6pm, 6 days.
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon
Street, Coventry. Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203
631403. Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Atacama,
Aura, Arcam, Audio Quest, Alphason, Apollo,
Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Castle, Canon, Cable Talk,
Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, Dual Foundation,
Heybrook, IXOS, Kef Reference, JBL, JPW, Jamo,
Kenwood, Laser Disc Marantz, Meridian, Monitor
Audio, Micromega, Mission, Michell Gyrodek,
Monster, Mordaunt Short, Musical Fidelity,
Nakamichi, NAD, Ortofon, Onkyo, Panasonic,
Pioneer Polk Audio, Quad, QED, REL, Rega,
Revolver, Rogere, Rotel, Royd, Sennheiser
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Technics, Tannoy,
Thorens, TDL, Van Den Hul, Wessex, Yamaha.
Much Much More in Store on 3 Floors 4000 SQ
Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms of the
very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 AV Demo Rooms. Nice
staff Nice Coffee. Appts Nec. Service Dept. Free
Install & Home Trial. All Credit facilities. Plus
Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm
Monday to Saturday.
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham.
(0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 1359. 40 years in Hi-
Fi and still the best in the Midlands.We sell great
Hi-Fi from Arcam, Creek, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Musical Technology, Nakamichi, Naim, Quad, Rega
and Shahinian. Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open
Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00.
MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham B17 8DL. (0121) 429 2811. Rotel,
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist,
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam,
Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, Mission/Cyrus,
Meridian, KEF, Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 sin-
gle speaker luxury demo rooms. Appts nec, home
trial facilities, free installation, service dept.
Access, Visa, instant credit up to £1000, interest
free credit available. Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri
10.30-8, Sat 10-6. Branches alsoat: 93-95 Hobs
Moat Road, Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 0121-
742 0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge,
W Midlands D18 1TS. (01384) 444184.
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, Bloxwich,
Nr Walsall, W. Midlands (01922) 493499/473499.
Please see entry under BIRMINGHAM.

NORFOLK

AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel
(01379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art
Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI,
DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan,
SME, Tube Technology. Full demonstration facili-
ties including evenings. Appts required, free
installation, home trial facilities. Open Mon-Fri
12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm.

AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
Lowestoft, NR33 OJL. Tel/Fax 01502 582 853.
Please see main entry under SUFFOLK
BASICALLY SOUND, The OId School, School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 8HE. (01508)

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
ASSOCIATION
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570829. Audio Alchemy, ArcamT‘Wcrome@'é,
Naim, Denon, Spendor, Audiolab, Sound
Organisation, Epos, Rotel, Royd, Heybrook, TDL,
Nakamichi, etc. 2 comprehensive dem rooms.
Home trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, HP
facilities. Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering,
Northants. (01536) 310855. Aura, B&W,
Heybrook, Rotel, Yamaha, Onkyo, Nad, Pioneer,
Marantz, Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, Sugden, Teac,
Muscial Tech, JBL, Harman Kardon, Rogers and
many more. Home trial, free instal., service dept.
Access, Visa, credit facs. 9.30-5 .30pm.

LISTEN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton.
(01604) 37871 (Fax) (01604) 601430.
Linn, Naim, Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Cyrus,
Arcam, Audiolab, Neat, Creek, Quad, Benon ete.
2 Dem Rooms

NOTTINGHAM

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time purchas-
er and the seasoned audiophile with the same
high level of care and interest. Our aim is long
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with
quality impartial advice, quality back up and ser-
vice and genuine interest in your needs. We have
an established reputation for achieving sound
quality benchmarks with innovation. We have an
extensive range of carefully selected agencies.
We are open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30.
Visa / Mastercard / Amex. Deliveries nationwide
and worldwide. Extensive second hand stock.
Components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for
more information. Tel/Fax (0)115 9813562.
NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton
Road, Nottingham. (0115) 9786919. The
area’s oldest established specialist (Est. 1969).
Two superb demo rooms, easy free parking.
Stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon,
Kenwood, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission-Cyrus,
Michell, NAD, Nakamichi, Rotel, Tannoy,
Sennheiser. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30.
PETER ELLIS AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newark,
Nottingham, NG24 1AD (0636 704571) Quad,
Castle, Arcam, Audio Innovations, JVC, QED,
Sugden, Tannoy, TDL, Thorens, Marantz, Denon,
Teac. Demo room, Free install, Service
Department. Home cinema dem room. Home trial
facilities. Switch, American Express, Access.
Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 1:00pm on
Thursday.

NG

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford.
(01491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, Technics,
Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Marantz, Sony,
Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, TDL, Tannoy.
Home trial, free installation. Service dept. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30,
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked.

AUDIO T, 19 OId High Street, Headington, Oxford
0X3 9HS. (01865) 65961, Fax (01865) 60415.
Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon,
Kef, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission,
Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. Late Thurs to
8.00. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange.
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2 listening
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA bonded.
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, 0X16
8LR. (01295) 272158. Arcam, Heybrook, Mission,
Quad, Denon, Linn Products, NaimAudio, N.A.D.,
Nakamichi. For sensible unbiased advice, call
Oxfordshire’s audio experts. Superb demo facili-
ties. No appts nec, service dept, free install,
home trial. Access/Visa, instant credit. Mon-Fri
10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse,
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1JE. (01865) 790879
fax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, Spendor, Aura,
Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan,
Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. Demo room. Home
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access,
Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.
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RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown,
Oxford, 0X2 7JR. Tel 01865 511241.(Contact
Mark Franks) Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, care-
fully selected to offer outstanding sound and pic-
ture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who
care about what they sell and have the ability and
knowledge to demonstrate the differences.
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part-
exchange facilities available.
WESTWOO0D AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford.
Tel: (01865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, Denon, Epos,
Kef, Infinity, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Nakamichi, Naim, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Solid,
TDL, Yamaha. Open 10-5pm. Dem room. Closed
Thur. Access/Visa

SHROPSHIRE

AVON HI-FI, 12 Barker Street,Shrewsbury,
Shropshire SY1 1QJ. (01743) 355166. NAD,
Quad, B&W, Kenwood, Aiwa, Bose, Nakamichi,
Onkyo. Dem room. Home trial. Free install.
Service dept. Access, Visa. £1000 instant credit.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9-5.30.

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury.
(01743) 241924. One of the largest ranges of
quality hi-fi‘audio visual equipment outside of
London. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Cyrus,
Denon, Epos, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Nad, Naim,
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel. Comfortable listening
room, home installation, specialist workshop and
service department. Access/Visa/Switch/Amex
and low cost finance from £350 up to £15,000.
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.

SOMERSET

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street,
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1NE. (01935) 79361,
Fax (01935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965.
Naim, Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC,
AVI, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. Dedicated
listening lounge, for relaxed and unpressured
demonstrations. Appts not usually nec. but best
to phone first. Home trial facilities on request,
free installation, service department. Instant
credit, Access & Visa, etc.9-5.30 closed
Mondays.

STAFFORDSHIRE
GRANGE HI-FI LTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on-
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. (01283) 533655.
Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, Cabletalk,
Castle, Denon, JPW, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, Polk, Systemdek, SME, TDL,
Yamaha. Home cinema and hi-fi demo rooms,
appts nec on Sat, Service dept Access, Visa,
interest free credit available, subject to status.

Open Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30pm.
SUFFOLK

AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk - see

main entry under Norfolk.

AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
Lowestoft, NR33 OJL. Tel/Fax 01502 582 853.
Arcam, Castle, Denon, Marantz, Michell, Moth,
Ortofon, Pioneer, Project, Quad, Revolver, Rotel,
Royd, Sugden, Triangle, Yamaha, Grundig, Nokia
AN, plus amazing Rothwell amps. Separate
Demo room; 10-6.30 Tues-Fri, 5.30 Sats.
All main credit cards. Home trial.

BASICALLY SOUND, The OId School, School Rd,
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (01508) 570829. For full
details see entry under Norfolk.
BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury St
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1RG. Tel (01284) 724337.
Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD, Marantz,
Meridian, Monitor Audio, Michell, Musical Fidelity,
Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac, Quad, Rotel, Ruark,
Target, van den Hul, etc. Single Speaker Room.
No appointments necessary. Home ftrial fac. Free
Installation. Access, Visa, Switch. 9.30-6pm
Mon-Sat. Closed Wed

EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich.
(01473) 217217 .Established nearly 20 years.
Easy parking, dem room. Mon-Sat 9.30-6. Quad,
Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, Nakamichi,
Audiolab, Technics, NAD, TDL, Celestion, Mission
and B&W.

DEALER

Directory

SURREY
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston
Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel: (0181) 943 3530.
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Naim
Audio, Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, TEAC.
Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, free
installation, service dept. Major credit cards.
Closed Mon, Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6.
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 43Y.
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm.
Authorised dealer for:- Linn, Meridian, Rega,
Mission/Cyrus, Arcam, Quad, Audiolab, KEF, Rotel,
NAD, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, TDL, Nakamichi,
EPOS, Target, Stands Unique. Home Cinema &
HiFi Demonstration rooms, Free parking, Delivery
&Installation service. Service department on the
premises.
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613.
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under
Middlesex.
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford,
Surrey. (01483) 61049. Castle, Creek, Denon,
Marantz, Micromega, Pioneer, Rogers, Ruark,
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL. Demonstration facilities
available, no appointment necessary. Free instal-
lation. Service department. Access/Visa. Instant
credit up to £1,000 subject to status. Monday-
Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by appointment.
SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd,
Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 0181-654 1231/2040.
Linn Naim, Quad, Meridian, Audiolab, Mission,
Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem
rooms including AV room. Service dept, free
install, home trial facilities, appointments
advisable. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free credit,
instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed
Wed. Service dept.
SURBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd,
Kingston-Upon-Thames, Surrey. (0181) 546
5549. Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood,
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W,
Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-5.00
Mon-Sat. Service dept.
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St, Godstone, Surrey RH9
8LS. (Just off M25), Free Parking. Closed
Wednesdays. Tel (01883) 744755, Home Cinema
on demo. Atacama Stands, Audiolab, Beyer
Dynamic headphones, Bose, Cabletalk, Denon,
JPW, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity,
Nakamichi, Quad, Qued Qudos Cable, REL,
Seismic Sink, Sennheiser, Sound Style, Tannoy,
Target, TDL, Thorens, Van den Hul cables,
Yamaha. Interest free credit available. For direc-
tions please see our advert in the Dealer Guide.
UNILET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street
(Opposite Waitrose), New Malden, Surrey. KT3
4BY. Tel (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi fi and
home cinema brands on show with 3 hi fi PLUS 3
home cinema demonstration rooms fully
equipped at New Malden. Knowledgeable staff.
Free car parking. Open Sundays.
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon CR2
6AA. 0181 688 2093. See main entry under
London.

SUSSEX (EAST)
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1
4JE. (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and
multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam,
Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Denon, KEF, Kinshaw,
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel,
Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel,
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sony, Sound
Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2
dem rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern Dealer.
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street.
Eastbourne BN21 1SD. (01323) 31336, Fax
(01323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-
room specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer,
Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology, Denon,
Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Miller &
Kreisel, Mitsubishi, Naim, Panasonic, Polk, Rega,
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser,
Sony, Sound Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape,
Yamaha. Two demonstration rooms. Open

— /]
=

Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route,
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best
Southern Dealer.
THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street,
Brighton BN1 3FL. (01273) 775978. Cyrus,
Roksan, Micromega, Epos, Rega, Arcam,
Audiolab, ATC, Theil, Rotel, Audionote etc. Single
speaker demonstration room, home trial
available, no appts required, service dept, free
installation.Access, Amex, Visa, Interest free
credit, instantcredit. Tue-Sat 10-6pm.

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tel/Fax (01342) 314569.
Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Epos, Kef, Linn,
Marantz, Mission, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, Rega,
Rel, Sony, Yamaha & more. Listening room,
installation, multi room design, service dept.
Credit cards and credit facilities 9.30-6.00 Mon-
Sat late by appointment.
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. (01903)
264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free local
parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, Denon,
Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, Teac, Technics,
Thorens, and many more in 4 Dem Rooms.
Systems, Hi-FiandHome Cinema. Service Dept.,
Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa,
instant credit to £1000 subject to status.

CHICHESTER HI FI, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, W.
Sussex P019 1SJ. Tel: (01243) 776402. Linn,
Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon,
Roksanetc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed Mon).
PHASE 3 HIFI, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. The
South’s leading Hi-Fi specialists. Premise facilities
include listening rooms and dedicated ‘Home
Cinema’ demonstration rooms. Adcom, Arcam,
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Heybrook, KEF,
Reference, Kenwood, Lexicon, Marantz, Meridian,
Monitor Audio, NAD, Shearne, Spendor, Tannoy,
Thorens, Yamaha.

WARWICKSHIRE

FRANK HARVEY HIFI, 163 Spon Street, Coventry,
Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 01203 525200.
Arcam, Mission, Cyrus, Musical Fidelity, Marantz,
Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, KEF. Open 9:30-
5:30 closed Thursday.
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby.
(01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel,
Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE,
BE SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no service
dept, free install, home trial facilities. Access,
Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. Open 9-
5.30pm Mon-Sat.
THE HI-FI COMPANY, 23a Regent Street,
Leamington Spa. Tel (01926) 888644.
A superb range of hi-fi and audio-visual equip-
ment. Dedicated hi-fi and AV demonstrations.
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Denon, JBL,
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL,
Revolver, Rotel, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and
many more. Part-exchange, especially welcome.
All major credit cards and interest free credit on
many items. Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm

WILTSHIRE

THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, Swindon,
Wiltshire SN1 5QP. (01793) 539008. Acoustic
Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin Vega, CR
Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, Micromega,
Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. AV and single
speaker demo room. Home trial facilities, free
installation, service dept. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1
1RA. (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. Great
Hi-Fi from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim, Rotel, Technics,
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. Trained
staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery &
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home
Cinema specialists. BADA bonded.
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WORCESTERSHIRE
COLORAMA HI-Fl, 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingfisher
Centre, Redditeh, Worcs B97 4EY. (01527)
597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, Denon,
TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full Pro-Logic
products. In-store integrated dem facilities. No
appts required, service dept. Access, Visa.Open
9-5.30, closed Thur.

SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove,
Worcestershire. Tel: (01527) 872460. B&W,
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad,
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy and more.
Comfortable listening lounge for hi-fi and AV
equipment. Free installation. Access & Visa,
interest free credit.

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley Road,
Worcester WR3 7HA. (01905) 58046. Audiolab,
Arcam, Naim Audio, Rega, Kef, Roksan, Epos,
Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute Sounds and lots
more. 4 demo rooms for budget & high-end
audio. Dedicated DSP room. Appointments
required. Free install, service dept. Access, Visa,
Amex, Diners, Switch. Chartered Trust. Mon-Sat
9.00-5.30 late evenings by appt.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York
Y03 7EQ. Tel: (01904) 627108. Closed Mondays.
Linn, Naim, Rega, Creek, Meridian, Arcam,
Denon, Royd, Rotel and other well chosen
makes.“You can’t go wrong — we wouldn't let
you”.
VICKERS HI-FI, 24 Gillygate, York. (01904)
629659. Audiolab, Harman-Kardon, Marantz,
Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Quad, Systemdek,
Tannoy, Technics, & lots more. 3 demonstration
studios (2 by appointment) superb showrooms,
2 year guarantee on all hi-fi products. Appts as
above, home trial facilities, free installation,
service department. Qualified and experienced
staff, over 25 years experience.12 months
interest free credit. 10.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 85A.
(01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden,
Arcam, Proac, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison valves,
Impulse Horns, Denson Amplifiers, Apogee,
Stemfoort, Kinshaw Amplifiers and Phono stages,
Pink Triangle, Morel Loudspeakers, Heybrook,
Monitor Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research,
Michell Turntables, AMC (CD and valves), CR
Developments (valves), Art Audio (valves), R.E.L.
Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha and Klipsch
Home Cinema Pro-Logic Demonstrations,
Systemdek, Alphason, Target Sonic Link, Chord,
Audio Quest. Listening room, dems, home trial,
free delivery and install, 2 year guarantee. Access,
Visa. 10-8pm Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat. Phone for further
info. & FREE fact pack.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUSE) LTD, 5 Bethel
Street, Brighouse, W Yorks HD6 1JR. (1 mile from
junction 25, M62) (01484) 713996. Yorkshire's
experts for the entire range of Technics hi-fi
separates and systems, Panasonic Nicam TV,
satellite, audio, VCRs and camcorders, Philips
widescreen TV, CDi and Laserdisc players and
Yamaha cinema DSP separates. Also, Castle
Acoustics, Mordaunt-Short, Bose, TDL, Cerwin
Vega and Aiwa hi-fi separates. Hi-fi, home
cinema and Dolby ProLogic surround sound
systems on continuous demonstration. Free
specialist advice and expert installation. In store
service dept, Access, Visa, Credit charge.
Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, LS21
1AA. (01943) 467689. Naim, Mission Cyrus,
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL, Micromega,
Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. Home Cinema,
dem rooms, int free credit, Visa, Access. Open
Tues-Sat 9-6pm .
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church
St, Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. Also at 3-5
Kings Cross Street, Halifax, West Yorks. Tel:
(01422) 366832 Fax (01422) 349954. B&W,
Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, etc.
Dem facilities — appointment reqd. Mon-Sat
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9-5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation,
credit facilities. Access, Visa.
IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1
1QE. (01924) 200272. Arcam, Linn, Meridian,
Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 2 Listening Rooms .
Free Parking, Dem & Instal Mon-Sat 9:30
5:30 pm
IMAGE HI-FI, 8-10 St Annes Road, Headingley,
Meridian, Mission, Quad, Rotel, Etc. 3 Listening
Rooms. Free Dem & Instal. Open
Mon-Sat 9:30 - 6:00pm
READYVISION LTD, 92-94 Lockwood Road,
Lockwood, Huddersfield. Tel 01484 532294.
We've been giving sound advice and personal
service for over 20 years. Specialist main agents
sales and service. Bose, B&W, Dolby, Hitachi,
Jamo, JVC, KEF, Panasonic, Prologic surround
sound, Sony, Technics, Toshiba. Huge range of
home cinema TV's, Satellite, Video, Hi-Fi systems
and separates all at the lowest prices. Free park-
ing. Free delivery and installation. Open Mon-Sat
9-6 Sunday 11-4pm.

NORTHERN IRELAND

BELFAST

LYRIC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road, Belfast.
(01232) 381296, Fax (01232) 661115. Linn,
Naim, Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rotel, Royd,
Epos, Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free delivery and
installation, service dept, 3 single speaker demo
rooms, interest free credit available. Open Mon-
Sat 10-6, Late night Thurs, closed all day
Wednesday.

ZEUS AUDIO, 2-4 Grt Victoria Str, Belfast
BT2 7BA. (01232) 332522. Audio Innovations,
Pink Triangle, Roksan, Marantz, Tannoy, Rotel,
Micromega, Meridian, Mission Cyrus etc.
Open Mon-Sat 10.00-5.30. Late night Thursday.

COUNTY DOWN
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping
Centre, Kings Road. Belfast. Tel: 01232 402220.
Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, Samsung,
Toshiba, Panasonic, and many more. Demos
available, Open Mon-Fri 10-8pm Sat 10-5pm

ABERDEEN

HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove, Aberdeen,
AB1 6TD. Tel (01224) 322520. Aiwa, Audio
Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity, Musical
Fidelity, Rotel, Roksan, TDL. 2 large single speak-
er dem rooms. Appts necessary after 6.00pm.
Home trial facilities, Free Installation, Service
Department. Various offers. 3 Yr guarantee. Open
10-6.00pm 6 days.

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St,
Kilmamock, Ayrshire, KA1 1BA. Tel: (01563) 74185,
fax (01563) 74186. Stockists of Proac, Castle,
Audio Innovations, Harman Kardon, Sugden, Pink
Triangle, Rotel etc. Open Monday to Saturday 9.30 -
5.30, late night Thursday til 7pm. Home dems and
delivery installation service available. Credit facili-
ties also available. Contact Kevin for more informa-
tion and directions.

EDINBURGH

MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6
5QG. Tel 0131-555 3963. The only stockist of the
full range of Micromega in Scotland. Plus: DPA,
Stand unique, Alchemist, Royd, Proac, Audio
Innovations, Lumley Reference. Tube Technology,
DNM, B&W, Systemdek, Nottingham Analogue,
Nakamichi, Rehdeko, Dali, Crimson, Harmon
Kardon, Goldring, Plus DNM Cables, Tiny Tubes +
Designer Hi-Fi furniture. Mon-Sat 10-6 by appt.
Closed Wednesdays. All major credit cards
accepted. Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for
Directions, more information & product evenings.
Car parking available.
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GLASGOW

STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent Street,
Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel: 0141-248 4079, Fax:
(01555) 820358. E mail Stereo @ cix.com-
pulink.co.uk. If music is important it makes sense
to let us help you personally select a system that
will suit your listening tastes and matches your
life and home. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday,
Tuesday. Interest free credit available.

STIRLING

STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barton Str, Stirling,
Scotland FK8 1HF. (01786) 479958. Linn,
Mission, Cyrus, Marantz, Arcam, TDL, Heybrook,
Tannoy, Aiwa, Audio Innovations. Dem room. No
appts necessary, service dept, free installation,
home ftrial. Access, Visa, Int free credit, instant
credit. Mon-Sat 10-5.30, closed Wed.

CLWYD
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham
(01978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Aiwa,
Arcam, AMC, Bose, B&W, Beard, Canon,
Celestion, Castle, Cyrus, Jamo, Marantz, Michell,
Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rotel,
Rogers, Rega, Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy,
Wharfedale, UKD, Yamaha DSP member.
Demonstration room, installation service. Easy
parking and motorway access. Access, Visa etc.

WEST GLAMORGAN
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea.
(01792) 474608.All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowl-
edgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit facili-
ties with interest free on selected items. Tues-Sat
9.00-5.30. Closed Mon.
RADFORDS,449-451 Cowbridge Road East,
Canton, Cardiff CF5 1JH. Tel 01222 398121
(Contact Andy Baker) Premier HiFi & Home
Cinema, carefully selected to offer outstanding
sound and picture quality, whatever your budget.
Staff who care about what they sell and have the
ability and knowledge to demonstrate the differ-
ences. Full workshop, delivery, installation and
part-exchange facilities available.

GWYNEDD
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High St, Bangor
LL57 1YA. (01248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha,
Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel. Demos
available, no appts nec, home trial facilities, free
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard
credit charge. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio
Visual Specialists.
PETERS HI-FI Victoria Buildings, Mostyn Avenue,
Craig-y-don, Llandudno. (01492) 876788. Single
speaker dem room. Open 9-5.30. Closed Wed.
See Cheshire branch for details.

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND

DUBLIN

DUBLIN HI-FI, 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tel:
(01) 4785205. Fax: (01) 4785219. We all have two
ears and one mouth — use them accordingly. We
only stock the best products, based on perfor-
mance and reliability — not reviews or sales patter!
Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single
speaker demo rooms. Free delivery and installa-
tion. Full service department. Open Mon-Fri 10-7,
Sat 10-6.
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call Amy Cosslett
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INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

i
ireet

Why does

out of this world sound
cost the earth ?

It doesn't !

Call 01420 476767
for more details,
and our free mail order catalogue.

fMAlana Arousgtics
Music with Life

Photo: Paul Hartley Studios

The MANA Reference 5-tier Amplifier Stand
with Sound Stage

For information on MANA products please contact:
MANA ACOUSTICS
59 Jubilee Close
Pinner
Middlesex HA5 3TB

Telephone/fax 0181-429 0118
Telephone 0181-868 2788




THE NEW CHORD COMPANY INTERCONNECT

sit'en n. 1. (Gk Myth.)
creatures half woman,
half bird,

living on rocky

isle to which
they lured
seafarers with
enchanting
singing.

2. sweet singer.

BRITAIN: URITE CABLE COMPANY

SIREN

RRP £65.00
AVAILABLE
NOW AT YOUR CHORD
COMPANY DEALER

SILVER-PLATED COPPER
AIR FOAM DIELECTRIC
SILVER-LAPPED SCREEN

i

Please send A/V info to

| NAME

| ADDRESS _

The Chord Company Ltd.,
30 Sarum Business Park, Portway,
Salisbury, SP4 6EA.
Tel (01722) 331674 Fax (01722) 411388




NEXT MONTH IN

il

WIZARD!

There will be plenty of jolly japes and lashings of ginger beer as ‘Stinker’ Sircom gets to grips with the latest
Copland pre/power amplifier in Statements, postponed from last month. He says the review was stolen out of
his satchel by a one-armed man on the bus and then a dog ate it, but he’s promised to do it again for next month,
or Sir will get jolly batey and give him the slipper.

CRIKEY!
CRI PES! ‘Korky’ Kennedy and his chums are off for a midnight

hi-fi feast in Sessions. He’s swotting up on all the latest
scrummy goodies from Orelle, Celestion and stacks of
more chipper stuff.

BLIMEY JINGS!

M ‘Snorky’ Steward has to
jolly well stand in the corner
with the latest crop of
equipmenttables.

W ‘Fleagle’ Fox gets to grips
with all the latest technology.
M Be a girly swotabout

all things hi-fi with

‘Bingo’ Berriman.

M Find out what ‘Drooper’
got up to with Cookie and
Nursie behind the bike sheds.

IT'S GOING TO BE PACKED WITH LOTS OF BUMPER TUCK AND JAMMY DODGERS. Y UM!

Last one to read the February issue has to buy the tea and buns. It’s on sale on Friday, January 5th, 1996.
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OPINION QiQ))]

e tend to think of a hi-fi sys-

tem as a chain, whose task

is to extract, process and

pass on an audio signal as
faithfully as possible from stage to stage
and link to link. This model serves well in
simplistic terms, but it ignores the role
played by one of the most important com-
ponents of all: the power supply.

In the mass-market mainstream, hi-fi
power supplies are effectively non-existent,
becausethey’reinvariably builtintothe over-
alldesignandthereforenot ‘visible’. Moveup
towards the more esoteric and specialist end
of the hi-fi scene, and the electrical supplies
immediately assume more significance.

Takethehumblelow-techturntable. Years
back, the stereotype belt-driver used a syn-
chronousmotorconnectedstraighttothemains,
the latter’s SOHzalternating frequencydeter-
miningtherotationspeed, withtheoddcapac-
itor, choke and resistor thrown into drop the
voltage and smooth out vibrations.

Over the last five or ten years, we've
becomeincreasingly accustomed toseparate
outboardsuppliesaspartofthe package. Roksan
wascertainlyamongthefirstcompaniestointro-
ducethis,whileLinn has gone via the complex
on-board Valballatotheeven moreelaborate
outboard Lingo. Now Rega’s excellent new
Planar9 (seeSessionsp 16) usesoneofthelargest
power supplies yet.

Outboardpowersup-
plies are less com-
mon with other

ARY 1996

Paul Messenger finds a new angle to the old ‘you only
get out what you put in" chestnut.

Messages

components,althoughamplifiermanufacturers
likeNaim,NVAandExposurehaveusedthem
foryears.Itwastheexperienceofchangingone
of the former that shocked me into discussing
the whole power supply issue in this column.

TheguysfromNaimhadcomeovertoinstall
the A V1 surround processor (againin Sessions
p16),andjust happened to bringalonganew
powersupplyformy NACS2 preamp. The 52
has always come with a massive great power
supply,asbigasthe company’slargestpower
amps,and thenew Super Cap supply looksexact-
lythesamefromtheoutside. Sinceitwasaday
for LaserDiscs,surround soundand room pro-
jectors, I didn’t take much notice at the time.

It waslater that evening when things were
back tonormalthatlrealised that this wasn’t
the same system I'd listened to before. In fact,
itdidn’tsound muchlikea Naim systematall
— it was altogether too open and neutral.

I’'ve been using Naim amps with greatsat-
isfaction for nigh on twenty years, but readi-
lyapologisetovisitingaudiophilesforasound
quality which has never been the most neu-
tral, delicate or transparent around. My first
priorityisnotreally soundquality assheiswide-
ly understood: my loyalty is due to the con-
vincingway Naimamps reproduce transients,
leading edges and dynamics.

Now I find there’s not much need to make
excuses,andthesound ofNaimissignificantly
less coloured than before. As far as the sonic
signature and character is concerned, it’s
probablythebiggestchange andimprovement
I’'veheard over two decades. ButstillIwould-
n’t say it’s going to be the audiophile’s auto-
maticchoice. Thereisn’tthat seductive-verg-
ing-on-the-cloying sweetness thatmany

seemtoseek withvalveandtransformer-

coupledamps.Instead, there’samatter-
of-fact,no-romance-or-nonsense, terse-
ness,characteristicoffasttransistoramps,
which isless ingratiating but
to these ears is no less
satisfying.

Sleek ‘n’ deep: Naim'’s Super Cap power supply.

Althoughthere’snodenying Super Caphas
taken my systemamajorstep forward,it’snot
all gain. The more up-front presentation sits
a trifle uneasily with my rather out-front
Rehdekos,whichmaywell forceacable quest
to redress the balance a little. There’s also a
verysmallbutdetectableandratherpersistent
electrical hum which I haven’t tracked down
or eliminated yet.

Thesurpriseisthatsuchadramaticimprove-
ment has all come about because of a change
in preamppowersupply. Thecomplete-with-
NACS52newpricenowcomestoa fraction over
fivegrand, whereasanexisting 52 power sup-
ply can be upgraded for £893.

Coincidentally, I getto hear Rob Dowse’s
triode-and-horn system quite regularly —
iswonderful,ifexcruciatingly extreme. That
too has undergone a major recent improve-
ment,andagainthechangehascomethrough
upgrading the amplifier power supplies.

MuchasIlovethemidbandof MrDowse’s
AirPartner Replicas,I’dalwaysfoundthebot-
tomendalittledynamicallyconstrained—up
until the latest change, that is. This glowing
3Wofsingle-ended triode powernowusesno
lessthan fiveseparate suppliestoboost the6mV
peak-to-peak vinyl input up to a 90V peak-
to-peak pre-transformer output. Theseextra
boxes completely dwarf the amplifier prop-
er,andexplainwhythe wholecaboodleleaves
me frozen with technofear.

Itallmakesacertainamountofsense when
you think it through. All the electrical energy
which actually drivesthe loudspeakershasto
originate in the power supplies, so these need
to be at least as capable of tracking the signal
as any components in the nominal signal
path.Consideringthatthesignalhasadynam-
icrangeofanythingupto 100dB,and thatthis
may have to be boosted by ahundred or more
dBalongtheway,it’sobviousthatthe power
supplieshaveaverytough taskindeed.

Itbecomesratherlesssurprising that
multiple stage supply isolation,
however executed, can bring
someveryreal benefits. &
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VR DS-10sE

The sense of occasion - it all starts when your touch reaches the
Open button and the interior of the superb VRDS mechanism
presents itself. You will know to anticipate music in glorious
detail - detail your last player could never find for you. You will
also know why: Nothing is able to touch the VRDS mechanism for
stability and musicality, and nothing else can touch the DAC
which, in the VRDS-10 Special Edition, comes straight from the
acclaimed TEAC D-T1. It is your TEAC. Only you can touch it.

alert your senses.

TEAC 5 Marlin House The Croxley Centre Watford Herts WD1 8YA
Call Gill Walker on the BROCHURE HOTLINE 01923 819630 NOW
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