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Notebook 

Stan Vincent ushers in a special Awards issue, explains a new-look 

Directory, announces a new columnist, and spies erasable CD. Cor! 

W
elcome to this special edition 
of Hi-Fi Choice, which is 
bulging with treats for hi-fi fans 
of all persuasions. I am par­

ticularly proud that in rh is issue, we reveal rhe 

winners of the British Hi-Fi Awards, as voted 
for by rea !-world hi-fi enthusiasts. Voting forms 
appeared in thismagazine,oursistertitle Home 

Entertainment,  and others including 
Gramophone, Q and Mojo.ln addition, vot­
ing forms were distributed to dealers across 
the UK, meaningthat anyone who caresabour 
hi-fi has had a chance to cast their vote. 

To cover the Awards in full, we've printed 

an extra 24 pages within the magazine, starr­
ing on page 41. There you'll find full details 
of all the exalted products - which include 

home cinema items, surround-sound fans! 
This is the first year rhar we've added our 

reputation to rhar of hi-fi industry body, the 
British Federation of Audio, in sponsoringthese 
awards. However,regularreadersofrhe mag­
azine will know rharweare no strangers to the 
glitz and glamour ofhi-fi awa rdsceremonies, 

as we are now entering the fourth year of our 
involvement with the European lmaging and 
Sound Association, a grouping of specialist 

magazines from the whole of Europe, whose 
annual awardscelebrate top-class hi-fi, video 
and photographic products, from Great Britain 
to Greece. Hi-Fi Choice and itssistertitle Home 
Entertainment are the sole British represen­
tatives on EISA's European Audio Panel. 

I'm really excited that Hi-Fi Choice now 
works on two levels to highlight the best 
products one can buy. With the British Hi-Fi 
Awards, we represent grass-roots opinion 

within the UK. At the EISA Awards, we rake 
forward those grass-roots opinions as rhe 
basis ofour votes fort he finest hi-fi in Emope, 
in conjunction with magazines from Norway 
to rhe Netherlands. 

Why do we go to all rh is trouble? Well, l 
believe ir means we are better placed than any 
other UK hi-fi magazine to give readers a 
balanced, informed opinion on hi-fi's good, 
bad and ugly, not just in our special Awards 
issues but also in our reviews from month to 
month. Oh, and don't forget that there will 
be full coverage of EISA's European Awards 

in the October issue of Hi-Fi Choice, which 
will be available from Friday 30th August. 

On test this month 
In this month's big test we've gathered 
together 11 CD players, costing between 
£400 and£1,000. (The report begins on page 
88.) These components representsome ofthe 
best single-box players you can buy, and it's 
been fascinating to compare so many 
different designs from so many different 

companies. I've been particularly interested 
to note that some of the best-sounding play­
ers were the ones employing relatively out­
moded digital technology. However, let's not 
get caught in a Luddite cliche trap. No 
matter whether a CD player's chips are hot 
our of the factory or merely simmering in the 
parts catalogue, if the circuitry in which 
they're implemented is poorly executed, the 
most advanced silicon counts for nada. 

Even now, with at least 13 years' experi­
ence of CD, rhe more we learn about it, the 
more we realise how much we don't know! 

New readers start here! 
If you're new to Hi-Fi Choice, and you have bought the magazine because you're think­

ing of buying some hi-fi, I've written a special new feature just for you. Entitled 'You 

Can Buy A Hi-Fi System', and starting on page 118, it gives essential advice for taking 

the plunge into the exciting and extremely rewarding world of separates hi-fi. Once 

you've experienced the thrill of hearing Bach and Bachman Turner Overdrive as God 

intended them, I'd wager that the nest-egg you were saving for a rainy day will soon 

find itself in gainful employ. Whether you choose to spend £500 or £5,000 on hi-fi 

equipment, you can· be sure it'll be one of the best investments you'll ever make! 

HJ-FI CHOICE 

Oul' new Buyel''s Guide 
Long-term readers of Hi-Fi Choice will have 
noticed gradual changes in the 'directory' 
pages at the back oft he magazine. This month 
they'vechanged again- forthe better,! hope. 

Here'sa briefexplanation of what we've done. 
First there was The Directory, a listing of 
products that Hi-Fi Choice had reviewed. 
Next, in March 1994, came an additional 
lisring ofall newproducrs tharone could buy, 
bur it overlapped somewhat with existing 
entries in the Directory. In November 1995 
we introduced a combined Buyer's Guide/ 
Directory, but the best laid schemes o' mice 
an' men gang aft a-gley, and soon we realised 
rhar our la rest iteration,'while comprehen­
sive, was less than lOO per cent user-friendly. 
Hence the all-new listing you'll find at the 
back of this issue, which combines the 
approachability of our original Directory 
with a punchy, brief list of all new products 
available. The fun starts on page 120. 

Hello and goodbye 
This month I am very sad to say goodbye to 
Barry Fox's '2lstCentury Fox' column. Barry 
has been keeping us up to date with leading 
edge technology every month fora number of 
years, bur now that next-generation CD for­
mats are taking shape with such alacrity, I've 
asked him to direct his energies towards 
regular updates on tomorrow's silver disc. 

At the same time, however, it's a big 
buenos dias to Technical Editor Paul Miller, 
who starts his new column, 'Oasis of Sanity', 
on page25. Every month, with endless rigour, 
Paul will dispel hi-fi hype and lay bare rhe 
secrets of sound quality for all to understand. 

And now, this ••• 
During a recent seminar, Philips revealed 
plans torollourthe 'fourth generation' of record­
ableCD. This will be an erasable disc (CD-E), 
which means that to all intents and purposes 
it behaves like a cassette rape. While the cur-
rent media buzz surrounds new digital video 
discs, I believe CD-E will be of much greater 
significance ro hi-fi fans. It will come to pro­

minence first ill thecomputermarket, but because 
ofthisitsprice,willsoon � 
go down. Some excir- C\ � . . \ I . I n�A..\ 
ing months ahead! � 'J ""'uv·-
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The small print ... 
Accepted bJ letter only to the lax number, e-mail or postal 

addresses given below. We deeply re&ret that we are unable 

speak witll readers on the telephone. 

: ' '  I "1: 

In all instances contact our subscription luHilment company, 

Customer lnlelface, on • (01454) 620070, or br fax on (014541 

62-. Quote JOUr subscriber number, which is printed at the 

top of ,.ur subscription address label. 

"11 I' 

We welcome information on all new and uPiflldad products. In 

all instances manufacturers should contact the editorial depart· 

ment on the telephone numbers below. However, the Publisher 

respectfully points out that the mapzine is oblipd neither to 

review nor return unsolicited products. The Editor -in-Chief is 

alwap pleasad to receive ideas for articles, but does not accept 

mpGIIsibility for unsolicited copy. 

We cannot supply photocopies of articles that are out of print, 

but do try our Factsback senice (p.116). 

Material in HI-FI Choice is copyrigilt and may not be reproduced 

in any form without written permission from the Publisher. 

Address requests for re-use of copyri&fll material to Edward 

Pizey, Reprint Sales Executive, Dennis Publishin& Ltd., 19 

Bolsover Street, London W1P 7HJ. Fax: (01711 636 5666. 

Every care has been taken in the preparation of this journal, but 

the publishers cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of 

the information contained herein, or for any consequence aris­

in& from it. All judpments have been made in the context of 

equipment that was available to Hi-Fi Choice at the time of 

miew. 'Value for money' comments are based on UK prices at 

the time of printinc. which are subject to fluctuation, and are 

only applicable to the UK market. 
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With Cinema DSP, you'll be amazed at 
what comes out of the woodwork. 

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And footsteps crunch across your 
living room floor. 

No, it's not your imagination. You're hearing sounds placed around the room, just as the 
director intended. 

All courtesy of Yamaha Cinema DSP. T he home theatre technology that gives dialogue 
more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail. 

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience 
you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll sw�;J,r you hear 
sounds in places that you don't even have speakers. 

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by 
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic.® 

TM 

CINEMA OSP 

0 Phantom Speakers 

Only Yamaha 
Cinema DSP 

creates phantom 
speakers. It sounds 
so real, you'll swea 
you hear sounds in 
places you don't 
even have speakers 

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues 
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and 
sound effects with the action on the screen. 

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other 
comparatively priced products on the market. 

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can't talk you into a system, but that 
doesn't mean we can't scare you into one. 

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166. 

Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd, 200 Rickmansworrh Road, Watford, Herts. WDI 7)S. Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 

To: Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WD1 7JS. Tel: (01923) 233166 

Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and A/V Range. 

Name ....................... ..................... .................... ... .................................. ................... Address.. .............................................................. . 

....... Tel. 

Please state where you saw this advertisement 



THE fRONT END 

MALCOLM STEWARD, OUR INVETERATE NEWS-HOG, SNUFFLES OUT THE LATEST AUDIO TRUFFLES FOR YOUR DELECTATION 

Brave new world of Technics 
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Technics takes thinner tape technology thorward! 

As exclusively previewed in Stan Vincent's Editor's 
Notebook last month, Technics has announced two new 
revolutionary cassette decks, with high-tech playback 
heads developed from DCC technology. 

Both the £299.95 RS-AZ7 and £229.95 RS-AZ6 offer 
the new 'Amorphous-Z' head, developed using thin-film 
techniques. Unlike conventional tape heads, the new type 
responds directly to a tape's magnetism, rather than just 
changes in magnetism. This, claims Technics, allows 
Amorphous-Z to deliver low bass without need for equali­
sation, which in turn boosts signal-to-noise ratios and 
makes for an extended, flat frequency response. In practi­
cal terms, this should mean greatly enhanced playback of 
pre-recorded tapes. 

Other features include two-motor drive with high-

Hl-FT CHOICE 

speed fast-forward and rewind; automatic tape calibra­
tion; plus Dolby B, C and HX-Pro. On the AZ-7 there are 
the additional benefits of a 'straight-through' Play Direct 
option, Virtual Battery Operation and MASTER-series 
electrolytic capacitors. 

Technics also has grand plans for its new range of bud­
get-conscious CD players: the £119.95 SL-PGSBOA, the 
£139.95 SL-PG480A (tested in Sessions, p. 12) and the 
£159.95 SL-PGSBOA. In common with their acclaimed 
more expensive siblings, all three claim to be built like 
tanks, offer one-bit MASH d-to-a converter chips, and 
Technics's proprietary 'Super One-Chip LSI', in which 
optical servo control, signal processing and conversion sil­
icon are grafted onto one wafer rather than three. 
a (0990) 357357 

Energy fools the magician 
Acoustic Energy has 
announced a new floorstand­
ing loudspeaker, the A£109, 
as the second model in its 100 
series (A E 1 00 reviewed 
Sessions, HFC 150). Priced at 
£329.95 per pair, the A£109 
is aimed at the 'mid-fi' and 
home cinema markets. 

The cabinet is made from 
18mm-thick MDF, fully braced 
internally, and claims to be a 
low resonance design. lt sports 
a 25mm soft-dome tweeter 
and two magnetically-shielded 
100mm mid/bass drive units. 
Of the latter, the upper unit is 
loaded by twin front-firing 
reflex ports, while the lower 
unit addresses a 'high-power' 
flared port. The speaker may 
be biwired. 

Additional mass is factory­
fitted to the base of the cabinet, 
to bolster a plinth with 8mm, 
high-tensile spikes. 

The floorstanding A£109 is 
available in black-ash or rose­
wood finishes. 
a (01285) 654432 AE stands tall with AEI09. 

In brief 
The Rumour is a new loudspeaker 

cable from the Chord Company. 

Using Teflon insulation and 

multi-strand, silver-plated cop­
per conductors, it's a twisted 

pair design that sells for £7.95 
per metre. Termination costs 

are £30 for single wire and £40 
for bi-wire. a (01722) 331674. 

NVA has a low-cost, 15W amplifier, 

the AP10, designed for use with 

personal stereos. lt claims to 

drive headphones or high-effi­

ciency speaker systems in the 

90- 92dB range or above. 
Available with a black chrome 

or Perspex front panel, it costs 
£160 ready-built, or £130 in kit 

form. The four-inputAPlOX 

costs £200 assembled, or £150 
in kit form. e (01763) 272707. 

Silvertek 1 is the first interconnect 

from Heortech Soundlabs. The 
cable uses virtually pure silver 

conductors, silver -soldered to 
gold-plated plugs. Prices from 
£67.50 for a half-metre pair, to 

£129.50 for a three-metre set, 

with post and packing adding 

£1.50 to the bill. Heortech will 

also supply custom built 

cables. m (01429) 86742. 

Three new sites related to hi-li and 

music have appeared recently 

on the World Wide Web. You'll 
find loudspeaker manufacturer 
Allison Acoustics at http//mem­

bers.aol.com/ralabseuro/ral.htm and 
dealer Moorgate Acoustics at 
http//www.demon.eo.uk/moorgate/. 

At the Alii son site you can 
download the company's 

Bestplace program, which tells 

you where to position your 

speakers for optimum perfor­

mance. Also new is Modified 
Online, which brings live, four­

track audio mixing to the Web. 
Dial into 
http/ /www. corn pu link.co. ukl-modi­

fied but note that you'll need 

Netscape Navigator 2 and � 
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Hear the difference. 

The Audiolab 8000 Se rie s 

NEW 

Audio/ab 8000S 

Imagine an amplifier which offers 

the simplicity of an Integrated 

Amplifier and the flexibility of a 

separate Pre-Power Amplifier. 

It is the new Audiolab SOOOS 

Stereo Amplifier. 

At the turn of a switch you can 

use it as an Integrated Amplifier, 

as a Pre-Power Amplifier together 

with the Audiolab 8000P Stereo 

Power Amplifier in a hi-amplified 

system, as a high performance 

stand alone Pre-amplifier, with an 

external surround sound processor, 

or with a sub-woofer. It has remote 

control and outstanding sound 

quality. We couldn't think of 

anything else an Amplifier needs 

to do! 

Ask your Audiolab dealer 

for a demonstration. 

e SOOOA Integrated Amplifier 

e 8000C Pre-amplifier 

e SOOOP Stereo Power Amplifier 

e SOOOM Monobloc Power Amplifier 

e SOOOT Tuner 

e SOOOQ Pre-amplifier 

e 8000PPA Phono Pre-amplifier 

e 8000CDM Compact Disc Transport 

e SOOODAC Digital-Analogue Converter 

e SOOOS Stereo Amplifier 

Audiolab 8000A 

Audiolab 8000C/P 

Audiolab 8000CDM/DAC 

Audiolab 8000T 

For more information about 

Audio/ab products and details of your 

Audio/ab dealer, call or write. 

�AUDIOLAB 
Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd 

Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park 

Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 6XY 

Telephone 01480 52521 

Fax 01480 52159 



THE fRONT END 

Hasta la vista M·S! 
Mordaunt-Short announces its new TlOOO home-cinema 
loudspeaker with a press release beginning "The survivors of 
the nuclear fire called the war Judgement Day" ... In case 
you haven't guessed already, the company reckons it has 
come up with a speaker system worthy of Terminator 2 in all 
its explosive glory. 

Aimed at the serious home-cinema enthusiast, the 
£229.99 TlOOO draws on technology used in Mordaunt­
Short's flagship hi-fi models. Its cabinet is constructed from 
a composite based on Resin Rock material, which is found in 
the Performance range (see HFC 146); and its drivers use 
the MCS cone technology featured throughout the com­
pany's Music Series speakers. 

Designed for horizontal or vertical alignment, the ten-litre 
speaker comes with wall brackets and mounting points for 
CST-10 stands. lt uses two fully-shielded 110mm bass dri­
vers, and a 25mm ICT tweeter in a three-way configuration. 
High (92dB) sensitivity and a six-Ohm impedance should 
ensure that it works with low-powered AV amplifiers, while 
its 200W peak power handling suggests this Cosmos grey 
enclosure ought to handle the worst that Arnie can throw at 
it. a (01705) 407722; http://www.mordaunt-short.com/ 

GRAAF-ic designs 
UK Distribution has added more prestigious Italian products 
to its expanding portfolio. The latest arrivals are GRAAF 
valve pre and power amplifiers. 

The £2,100, 50W, class AB 5050 power amplifier is a 
push-pull design using the latest KTBBA power valves with 
gold coating. Using specially designed output transformers, 
the 5050 claims to provide similar sound quality to that of a 
good single-ended amplifier, but with the benefit of addi­
tional power. The £1,100 WFB Two pre-amplifier is a zero­
feedback design using 6922 double triodes and incorporat­
ing a MOSFET phono stage that caters for moving-magnet 
and moving-coil cartridges. The pre-amp provides seven 
inputs (phono, tape and five at line-level) and three sets of 
outputs (one tape and two main pre-out connections). 

Along with the £1,895 WFB One pre-amplifier and the 
£3,895 GM13.58 balanced pre-amplifier, GRAAF also 
offers the lOOW, fully-balanced, 
£4,450 GMlOO and 
the highly praised, 
output-transformer­
less, 200W, £8,000 
GM200 power amps. 
a (01753) 
654531 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

ltalia 96 
Keswick Audio Research unveils its new ltalia series, 
designed to perform with equal aplomb in a hi-fi or home 
cinema role. Of particular note is the novel facility to inter­
change front panels to suit a customer's taste. These pan­
els are available in a selection of satin-wood finishes, or in 
polyester piano-lacquer as offered on KAR's existing Figaro 
and Alto models. All cabinets are finished in black-leather 
crackle as standard. 

There are two floorstanders, a bookshelf-size unit and 
an active subwoofer. In the vanguard you'll find the £999 
Milano, a three-way design featuring KAR's custom­
designed, long-throw, 255mm bass unit, embodied in a 
22mm-thick MDF box. Next up it's the Torino, again a 
three-way, but this time using a 200mm long-throw dri­
ver, in place of the 255mm unit. High efficiency and 90db 
sensitivity are claimed for both. 

The £459 Palermo is a stand-mounted design, while 
the £299 Centrale is a dedicated dialogue speaker. 
Bringing up the bass is Pompeii, the active subwoofer, 
which packs a 15-inch drive-unit and a 'cool-running' 
120-Watt amplifier. 
a (01977) 671823 

In brief 
� Macromedia's Shockwave 

plug-in to tinker in the virtual 
studio. 

Thomson, the world's fourth­
largest consumer electronics 
group, is coming to the· UK, 
where its sales will be handled 
by Ferguson. Initially its range 
will consist of eleven televi­

sions and three VCRs, but this 

will grow to include other prod­
ucts, including DVD players. 
a (0181) 344 4448. 

Musical Images in Coven! Garden 
is now a stockist of QED 
System/ine multi-room compo­
nents. a (0181) 958 8777. 

Townshend Audio has updated 
prices for its Credo range of 
amplifiers. The IMP702 inte­
grated, rated at 70W but claim­
ing to deliver 200W peaks, sells 
for £689. The IMP703, which is 
effectively an IMP702 with one 
of its five line-level inputs con­
verted for MM/MC phono use, 
costs £799. The CMP005 pre­
amplifier, offering six line-level 
inputs, three outputs and 
remote control, comes in at 
£1,287, with the optional 
FMP003 MM/MC phono ampli­
fier selling for £419. Finally, the 
PMP154 power amplifier. which 
claims to deliver 150 class AB 
Watts per channel, costs 
£2,415. a (0181) 979 2155. 

Jamo's first home theatre speaker 
package consists of two pairs of 
Cornet 20s, one Centre 40 dia­
logue speaker and an active 
subwoofer, the SW400e. The 
£549.99 package represents a 
£60 saving over buying the 
speakers individually. 

· m (01327) 301300. 

Grundig says its UMS2 micro is 
one of the most advanced sys­
tems available at the price­

£299.99 -as it boasts full 
RDS, 25W per channel and a 
spectrum analyser. lt also has a 
top-loading CD player and an 
auto-reverse Dolby B tape 
player, as does the £279 UMSl. 

m (01788) 577155 

lxos has added six new AV inter­
connects to its roster. Called 
the 170 Series, these phono-to­
phono leads complement the 
Scart-to-phono cables in the 

Home Theatre Performance 

range. All the new leads use 
lxos llOAV cable, which con­
tains six cores individually 
shielded with Mylar in a Teflon ..,. 
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UNLIKE MOST SPEAKER COMPANIES, 
WE BUILD SPEAKERS. . 
WE DON'T BUY THEM. 

My, my. Things nowadays a.·e not always what they' r·e Ever·y single pal't of our· beloved Contour· 1.8 (the one 

ct·acked up to be. We're almost positive our wod<s n1ccoon Knudsen is just checking 

it all started with the egg-ft·ee egg. Yu rn. for· auen intnlder·s) is still meticulously hand 

Then came caffeine-ft·ee coffee, with the built by 0111· dedicated Danish master 

taste gone, too. In a rnattet· of days, the craftsnwn. 

conscience-free politician followed, who 

within moments was justly run ovet· by his \Vith out· lt�gendary oversized voice-eoils, 

own badge-engineered car. And now, her·e out· incomparable fir.·st-ot·der ct·ossovet·s, 

comes the ultimate hotTm·: The Dynaudio- tllf' flat dl'ivet· membr·ane geometry and the 

ft·ee Dynaudio speaker. minimization of phase problems. Fmrn t.ruly 

super·ior· mater·ials, in extr·ernely limited 

No way! Just kidding! In fact, it's just the number·s. To er·eate beautiful, Lt·ue musie. 

other way ar·ound; 90% of all other· high- Anrl nothing else. 

end manufactut·et·s do not painstakingly 

develop and build their own speakers at If you want to experienee the ol'iginal (!) 

aiL Instead, their· designer·s tend to use Dynaudio effer:t, please call us at (847) 288 

our justly famous Esotat· and Esotec 1767 ot· fax us at (847) 288 1853 for· a ft·ee 

tweeters, only to sell them to you, the copy of our· inimitable "Book of Tenth". 

tr·uth-loving Ameeican public, as their You'll love it. Because unlike most speaker· 

own most expensive creations. \\le, being companies, not only do we build our· own 

true Danes, stiJI believe in a lOO% in-house pmduction. speaker·s. We write om· own ads and bl'ochur·es, too. 

AUTHENTIC FIDELITY 

DANES DON'T LIE.'M 
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Vamaha's prit 8 porter 
Yamaha's Spring and Summer collection will see a host of 
new hi-fi and AV models strutting along the catwalk. The 
new AX-390 integrated amplifier builds on the success of 
the AX-380, and includes a revised circuit layout with a new 
output stage, giving 60W per channel. Arriving in August, it 
will sell for £169.95. 

At the same time you should expect the £249.95 RX-
395RDS receiver, which promises excellent sound quality 
and full Yamaha system remote-control facilities. The TX-
590RDS, which should be on sale now for £179.95, offers 
RDS functions and a 40-station preset memory. 

Three new cassette decks join the line-up: at the top 
there's the KX-690 flagship model, which sells for £399.95 
and provides three-head, three-motor operation with Dolby 
B, C and S. The Dol by B and C KX-490 offers play trim and 
auto tape-type tuning for £199.95, while 
the KX-390 is an entry-level starter 
machine at £149.95. 

There are also four new CD players in 
the range. The UK-specified £349.95 
COX-890 and £229.95 COX-590 both 

Harman's air-sea rescue 
If you're looking for a tuner with 'sensible' discrete circuitry 
to optimise sound quality, but also want the user conve­
nience of full RDS operation, take a gander at the £199.99 
TU950ROS from harman/kardon. lt provides thirty presets 
for each waveband- FM, MW and LW- with ten direct 
access keys for each. 

A bi-directional shuttle wheel is used for navigation, and 
an AF button automatically scans six alternative frequencies 
for the same station, looking for the best reception. RF mode 
and IF band controls are included to improve FM reception 
in busy locations. 

RDS functionality also features in harman/kardon's new 
AVR21 AV receiver. £499.99 buys you the above tuner 
mated with a Dolby Pro-Logic surround sound amplifier 
delivering SOW to each of the front three channels, and 25W 
to each of the rears. The AV/150-Iike amplifier stage pro­
vides 60W per channel in stereo mode, and has inputs for 
two line sources, two tapes, moving magnet phono and two 
VCRs. � (0181) 207 5050. 

feature Yamaha's Pro-Bit DAC, while the COX-490 and 
COX-390 come in at £169.95 and £129.95 respectively. 

On the AV front, Yamaha has a new Dolby Pro-Logic 
amplifier, the£899.950SP-A990, which provides 75W to 
each of the front channels and 25W to each of the four 
effects channels. The company also has an expanded range 
of AV speakers including two new subwoofers (the 

£279.95, 120W YST-SW150 and the £179.95, 85W 
YST-SW80); three new centre channel models (the 

£109.95 NS-C150, £79.95 NS-C105 and £59.95 NS­
C60); and two matching effects speakers (the £109.95 NS­
£105 and £79.95 NS-£60). 
�(01923) 233166 

Yamaha's latest CD supermodel, yesterday. 

True Dynaudio Dealers. 

In brief 
�extruded sleeve. The cables are 

available in two- and five-metre 
lengths and their respective 
prices are: three-core 171 (2m) 
£29.95 and 172 (5m) £39.95; 
four-core 173 (2ml £34.95 and 
174 (5m) £49.95; six-core 175 
(2m) £49.95 and 176 (5m) 
£59.95. a (01494) 441736. 

Ruark's £289 dialogue one 
speaker breaks the centre­
channel mould with its off­
centre, fabric-dome, 28mm 
tweeter. Though most centre 
speakers have their tweets 
bang in the middle, Ruark's 
design team found that an 
eccentric position staggers 
reflected soundwaves. They 
claim that this enables the all­
important 'presence' frequen­
cies to be reproduced more 
smoothly, thus leading to 
clearer speech on screen! 
The package also includes two 
magnetically-shielded 140mm 
drive units with doped, felled­
fibre pentagonal cones- the 
unconventional shape is said to 
dissipate vibrations in a con­
trolled manner. The dialogue 
one offers a claimed sensitivity 
of 90dB, six-Ohm impedance, 
bi-wiring option and hard­
wired cross-over. lt is available 
in dark 'video' grey, with the 
option of rosewood-effect side 
cheeks. 
a (01702) 601410 

US high-end amplifier specialist 
conrad-johnson has announced 
the new £3,995 Premier 
Fourteen preamplifier. The new 
line-level pre combines c-j's 
respected zero feedback, all­
valve design with the conve­
nience of remote control. There 
is also a Premier Fifteen 
mm/me all-valve phono pream­
plifier in the pipeline, which is 
expected to cost £3,995, too. 
a (0181) 948 4153 

Hifi Experience, 17 Coniscliffe Rd, Darlington, 01325-481418 
Music Matters, 351 Hagley Rd, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 0121-4292811 

Music Matters, 93-95 Hobs Moat Rd, Solihull, Bimingham, 0121-7420254 
Harrogate Hili Centre, 15 Commercial SI, Harrogate, 01432-504274 
Cornllake Shop, 37 Windmill St, London, 0171-6310472 

Holburn Hili, 441 Holburn St, Aberdeen, 01224-585713 
W.M. Coupar, 8-12Wellmeadow, Blairgowie, 01250-872436 
W.M. Coupor, 33 Reform St, Dundee, 01382-229588 

Nichols Hili, 430-432 Lee High Rd, Lewisham, London, 0181-85257 80 
Performance Hili Syslems, 5 London Rd, Sevenoaks, Kent, 01732-740425 
Worthing Audio, 20 Teville Gate Precinct, Wesl Sussex, 01903-212133 
Music Matters, 156-157 Lower High St, Stourbridge, 01384-444184 

HT-FT CHOTCE 

W.M. Coupar, 9 Scott St, Perth, 01738-634809 
The Music Room, 98 Bath SI, Glasgow, 0141-3325012 
Richer Sounds, 34 Wellington Quay, Dublin, 0103531-6719666 
Richer Sounds, 40-41 Smithfield, Belfast 

[!)Titra\1] •J (e] 
...... , .............. . 

Danes don't lie. 
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Aeon Acoustics Signet 
An Aeon may be a long time, but it is 

also the originator of the Signet, a 

truly amazing loudspeaker with an 

unlikely cone design. 

-,._;,.I 

T
he Signet may seem like another 
weird speaker appearing our of no­

where, bur it's not a complete stranger 
ro Hi-Fi Choice. Take a close look at 
the mid/bass drive units and you'll see 
a zig-zag tube in the cone. A couple of 
years back, in issue 123, I described a 

design for a speaker cone with a spiral 

tube in it that came from the same 

Simon Carrington who now fronts 

Aeon Acoustics. The tube in the 'tube­

cone' acts as a pneumatic delay line, or 
spring, which makes the cone stiffer 
without adding mass. The same think-

Aeon Acoustics 

Signet- not just 

another weird­

looking speaker! 

Reson's RSIA- here's one I 

tweaked earlier! 

ing lies behind the shape of the spiral. 
When it's installed in a small floor­

standing speaker like the Signet, this 
unusual idea produces excellent 

frequency extension as well as 

remarkably low disrortion. The 

Signet is a very clean-sounding 

speaker, and it shows many 

hallmarks of a high-quality 

bookshelf design. Despite stand­
ing only rwo feet tall, it throws 

up images ofrhe height and width 
you'd expect from a Totem or an 

Acoustic Energy A El, sitting two 
and a half feet off the floor. 

The Signet also prefers free-space 

placement, which is a little odd for 
such a small speaker. In the right site, 
however, it can produce surprising 

bandwidth and resolution, so much 
so rhar when partnering some of the 

amps I tried, it caused them ro sound 
our of their depth as far as high 

frequency finesse was concerned. This 
unlikely box even equals favourites like 
the Audio Note AN-] for derail, if not 
for dynamics. 

The Signet is a bir of an LS3/SA with 

transparency, and therefore should 
work well in refined systems. I'm 

looking forward to rhe forth­
coming larger model with bigger 
drive units, which should be 
more suitable for us meralheads. 

Aeon Acoustics t:: (01765) 604288 

ResonRSIA 
Old turatables never die - tbey just 

get tweaked extensively, bave new 

motors fiHed, and retura to the battle. 

I
f you think this turntable looks some­

what familiar, give yourself a star, for 
it's a tricked-up Systemdek remixed by 
Reson, a subsidiary of the DNM brand. 

Despite its unassuming appearance 
there are several important differences 

between the RSJ and its cheaper fore­

bear. First, there are new parts, start­

ing with a Swiss moror that's identical 
to the one in the DNM Rota turntable, 

and continuing with a Mita (nee Rega 
RB250) ronearm, and a Reson Aciore 

moving-coil cartridge. 
But the RSl is not just about better 

bits; as a ready-rweaked product, it's 
also about decent set-up. The vertical 
tracking angle (the angle at which the 
stylus sirs in the groove, which makes 
significant differences to sound quality) 
is set carefully using fine washers under 
the arm base. The arm is decoupled 

from the deck with rubber '0' rings, 
and rwists quite easily- this is claimed 
ro give a more open sound. The track­
ing force and alignment are carefully 
set, and the former is maintained with 
a fixing screw in the counterweight. 
Even the cartridge terminals are treated 
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with Licon contact enhancer. 
The sonic result varies with the 

turntable support chosen. My sample 
starred offonthe DNMDomo(£125), 
a light affair with three spikes top 
and bottom. On this it sounded lively 
if a little ragged in the treble, bur I 
was surprised at the coherence of 
this fundamentally basic turntable. 
When placed atop a rwo-rier Mana 
table, sitting on its sprung rubber 
feet, the RSl A's sound improved in 
composure and atmosphere, and a 
decent bass entered the sound stage. 

The RSJ A proves that with a little 
care and some decent parts, even a 
basic turntable has great potential. 
Virtual Reality m (01277) 227355 

Living Voice LVPc:: Coni 
The quality of mains power is not 

strained. It droppeth as the gentle rain 

from heaven - but only with a special 

length of wire ... 

I
t's surprising that the brand-name 
Living Voice- familiar to horn afi­

cionados like myself - should appear 
on a mains cable. However, I guess 
with speakers as revealing as L V's, 

you'd become pretty fussy about all 

aspects of your system ... 
I tried L V's cord on a DAC and pre/ 

power amps, and compared it with the 
XLO Purple (£125) and Green (£61), 
reviewed in issue 136. The LV per­
formed quite similarly to the XLO, but 
I perceived subtle differences depend­
ing on the equipment it was powering. 
Compared ro XLO Green the sound 
was more focused bur less vibrant 
than Purple. Compared to rhe other 
British cables the differences were more 
distinct: the LV reproduced better 
dynamics and a broader soundstage. 

This cable is the sorr of thing that 
makes a serious system better, but how 
much better depends on your system. 
Definitive Audio m (01159) 813562 
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Monal'chy Model 188 
Is it a DAC? Is it a preamp? No - i� 

DAC preamp! But can this new product 

offer the best of both worlds ... 

I 
t's a DAC with a knob, a knob 
marked 'volume', no less; for this is 

a product aimed at the single-source 
digiphile with a power amp having 
the right input impedance. Under such 
circumstances a DAC like the Model 

188 comes into its own, doing away 
with rhe need for a preamp, thanks to 
its passive volume pot and both fixed 
and variable analogue outputs sup­
plied via RCA phono sockets. 

Input sockerry is the usual US-style 
array of AES/EBU balanced, phono 
coaxial and Toslink optical; there are 
no digital outputs. Specifications and 
build quality are as you'd expect ar the 
price, since it weighs a ton and the case­
work is commendable. 

Compared to nvo cheaper British 
designs- Cambridge Dacmagic 2 and 
DPA Little Bit 3- the 188 made a 
good showing. It had a distinct edge 
when it came to timing and tonal 
naturalness, plus it was more dynamic 
and three dimensional. This made for 
very enjoyable listening, giving instru­
ments a real sound and allowing runes 
to bounce along in an engaging fashion. 

I'd have been happy listening to it 
all day if I didn't have something better 
on hand- at twice the price. The latter, 
a Trichord Pulsar and PSU, revealed the 
18B's limitations in absolute depth of 
image and sense of naturalness. 

I plugged the Model .188 into an 
ECA Lectern power amp, but found 
coherence was traded for a loss of low­
frequency power. It seems successful 

operation depends heavily on synergy 
between rhe 18B and a power amp. 
Wollaton Audio m (0115) 9284147 

Tl'ichol'd Genesis 
It may look like a standard CD player, 

but this new release from Trichord is 
-----

the equivalent of a hot hatch wit
_
h __ 

wide wheels and side stripes. Vroom! 

A
fter three years of modifying 
players with its Clock 2 'heart 

transplant', Trichord has taken the 
Cosworth route and started to 
market a CD player. 

Having tried most of the machines 
on the market with its Clock-work, 
Trichord found that the Pioneer PD-
5503 (now 504) gave better results 
than most budget players. The 
Trichord gang struck a deal with 
Pioneer, and the result is Genesis. 

Inside the machine, it's nor just the 
Clock 2 and an upgraded power sup­
ply that have been added - the key 
extra is analogue output circuitry from 
the company's Pulsar DAC (reviewed 
issue 144 ). You end up with a feature­
rich Pioneer, including digital volume 
control and tape-recording aids, with 
a racing crankshaft, rebore and a mas­
sive exhaust pipe! 

The Genesis uses the existing Pioneer 

DAC and Legaro Link filtering, so some 
semblance ofrhe original sound remains, 
but not enough for anybody to tell with 
rheir ears alone.lr also has a digital our­
put that can be supplied with balanced 
or BNC socketry to order. 

But the question is: does it go round 
corners at 90mph? Well, for £549, it 
sounds very good, with the classic 
T richord hallmark of a soundstage with 
sufficient depth and space ro allow 

instruments to breathe. 
The Genesis can also play tunes.ln 

fact, it's remarkably jaunty, musical 
and sensitive to rhe mood of music. 
There's an analogue homogeneity and 
midrange emphasis that doesn't 
exclude nimble but solid bass: it 
emphasises the feeling of t he material. 
The Pioneer ingredient is apparent in 
the slight softening of presentation, 
which should be well suited to less 
relaxed speakers than my Sonoliths. 

I tried it with the Rogers combi­
nation and NAD amp, also reviewed 

(i{{it·)t'?j 

Monarchy Model 

ISB- does this 

DAC have blue 

blood after all? 

Trichord Genesis 

- remember to 

change the cam 

belt every 36,000 

miles. It's a 

performance car! 



.... 
Technics 

SL-PG480A- a 

perky little 

player for beer 

budgets. 

Rogers LS/ AB33-

they' re better than 

therapy. Just tell 

'em what to do 

and they do it! 
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this month, and found that the 
Genesis did indeed sound sharper. I 
also tried an Arcam Alpha 6 amp, 
which revealed the extent to which the 
Genesis's sense of spatial coherence 
and naturalness is ahead of the game. 

The Trichord Genesis would 
appear to be a sonic success, bur 
whether the Cosworrh approach will 
appeal to the market remains to be 
seen. However, anyone shorrlisring 
£500+ CD players would be foolish 
nor to hear this remarkable machine. 
Trichord Research Lid e (01684) 573524 

Rogers LS/ AB33 
Here's a new variation on a popular 

theme from Rogers. Will those stereo 

subwoofers work their legendary 

magic once again? 

T
his combination of bookshelf 
speaker and subwoofer-cum-stand 

resembles a beefier version of Rogers' 
LS3/5A+AB1 combo, which did well 
in Choice last year (issue 143). 

Making a speaker stand on top 
of a subwoofer is a good idea, from 
both aesthetic and pracrica I points 
of view, and having stereo subs 
makes sonic sense to boot - but 
why not make a floorstander in the 
first place? I guess it's nor house 
style for Mitcham's finest, and in 
any case, the LSIAB33 combo looks 
pretty cool, presumably gaining 
some solidity from this approach. 
Not to mention the fact that the two 
parts can be purchased and, to an 
extent, used separately. 

The LS33 is a medium-size, book­
shelf design with a 165mm poly­
propylene bass/mid range driver and a 
19mm cloth dome tweeter, while the 
AB33 uses the same woofer in a 
symmetrically-loaded cabinet to 
extend bass down to a claimed 45Hz. 
When the two are used together, they 
are connected in series (with a piece 
of Audio Note AN-D cable), which 
makes the amplifier's life easier by 
increasing sensitivity. This makes 
quite a difference, as demonstrated 
while using the AD 312 amp and 
taking the subs our of the loop. This 
system can be bi-wired, but it's not as 
straightforward as you might think, 
so, just this once, read the manual. 

I bi-wired them, and got it right 
second time round. The result was 
an open, yet laid-back sound, which 
proved sensitive to parrnering equip­
ment and software, but not drastically 
so. With an ECA Vista HD/Lectern 

HD pre/power combination (souped 
up versions of the pair we Best Buyed 
in issue 145), the Rogers speakers 
sounded natural if a little lazy, a state 
of affairs that wasn't improved with 
the Aura amp reviewed here. 
However, the NAD, with its lively 
exuberance, provoked a more enter­
raining balance. To a large extent the 
33s do what they are told: if there's 
image depth coming our of the CD 
player, it'll be reproduced; and if 
there's energy floating around the 
system, you'll know it. These boxes 
appreciate being driven hard, though, 
and may just need a bit more running 
in before giving of their best. 

This is a good value combo that, 
when matched with sympathetic com­
ponents, should prove rewarding. 
Swiss tone Electronics Lid e (0181) 640 2172 

THE FRONT END 

Technics SL-P0480A 
What do you gel for a bargain-base­

ment oullay? There are features aplenty 

in this budget wonder, and sound that 

is nothing if not respectable. 
--�---

W
hat sort of CD player do you 
get for £150 these days? Well, 

if you go to Technics, you get a 
m ulri-funcrion, remote-controlled 
SL-PG480A. This player weighs next 
to nothing and has a plastic facia, 
but in normal use it is probably nigh 
on indestructible and will last longer 
than many. 

Featmes include remote volume, 
peak search and auto cue, as found 
on most middle-market Japanese 
machines - unlike cars, even the 
least expensive Jap CD players are 
laden down with extras. 

In terms of sound quality, the 
SL-PG480A does very well to make 
any noise at this price, but the fact that 
it produces coherent music- bum­
bling along in an enjoyable, if relatively 
mundane, fashion -is remarkable. 
It's like a Corolla or a Civic in that it 
does the job ably but without much 
chance of grasping the listener's (dri­
ver's?) imagination. There's a degree 
of compression and greyness about it, 
which tends to restrain musicality. 

The SL-PG480A is plenty of 
machine for the money, which is 
about the least you should spend on 
a major source component. To be 
frank, though, those of you who want 
to sit down and listen, rather than put 
something on in the background, are 
going to have to find another £50. 

Panasonic Consumer Electronics e (0990) 357357 

NAD312 
Could Ibis be a new budget classic 

from the masters of affordable 

amplification? Set soli clipping to 

stun, Mr Sulu! 

T
he NAD 312 is the latest evolution 
of a product line that stretches 

back to a great budget amplifier 
classic, the 3020. The price has bare­
ly kept up with inflation, but the 
hallmark switchable soft clipping 
and pre/power links are still there. 
It's quite amazing what you can 
do for next to nothing in an efficient 
factory these days. 

The 312 is nothing if not well 
equipped. It's got six line inputs and 
an MM phono stage, defeatable rone 
controls, two tape loops and a head­
phone socket.ln fact, it has everything 
but remote control, which presum­
ably has been eschewed in favour of 
audiophile status, not to mention 
keeping costs the right side of £200. 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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What you get through your 
speakers is a gutsy, open sound, which 
is a little messy by absolute standards, 
but pretty good by most others. With 
the LSIAB33 combo, I enjoyed its 
enthusiasm after the relatively dour 
Aura, but found that this got a bit too 
much when the subs were removed, 
which probably has a lot to do with 
the extra work-load involved. The 
312 is not a power house, and 
speakers like the LS33 and Spendor 
SP2020, which require a bit of 
control, tend to sound brash when 
you push the volume. However, stick 
to efficient and conservative-sounding 
boxes, and you should get a good bal­
ance of energy and listenability. 
Audio Club a (0181) 343 3240 

Spenclor 2020 
Here's a new model from a classic 

British brand, designed by the man 

behind some famous designs. But wail 

- is that an oval cone I see before me? 

T
he 2020 is the base model in 
Spendor's new 2000 series of 

oval-coned loudspeakers, designed 
by Epos founder, Robin Marshal!. 
Marshall revealed that Spendor had 
more than half an eye on the home 
thearre market when it asked him to 
produce this new range. 

Finished in grey vinyl, which for 
once isn't pretending to be veneer 
(full marks: let's have some other 
colours, please!), the 2020 has an 
attractive arched top, which sets it 
apart from the crowd. No beer 
stains on this speaker - but keep an 
eye out for your carpet. 

The oval drive unit is built by 
Spendor, and is intended ro help 
reduce baffle width without reducing 
the size of the cone. Also, it dispels 
some of the problems inherent in 
round cones, but presumably intro­
duces different complications of its 
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own. I'm told rhar rhe reason for oval 
cones' scarcity is a lack of suitable 
models on the drive-unit market, 
rather than any inherenr flaws in rhe 
approach. After all, our speaker 
guru, Paul Messenger, has Rehdeko 
boxes with oval cones, so they can't 
be all bad. 

The tweeter is a 25mm fabric 
More!, with a curved mounting plate, 
designed by Spendor to march rhe 
woofer. It's a near little speaker with 
its plinth- almost as near as its floor­
standing brother, the 2030. 

In use rhe 2020 proved quire 
effective ar portraying tonal colour 
and extracting lyrical meaning, with 
an even balance that got a lot 
gruntier when it was fed from the 
ECA Lectern power amp. There were 
rimes when the plastic nature of the 
cone seemed to show through the tone 
of voices and hand-claps, for example, 
but that wasn't necessarily a result of 
drive unit material - more likely it 
was just a character trait. 

The 2020 is an attractive and 
capable loudspeaker. I suspect rhar 
previous Mm·shall designs such as the 
Epos ESll could better it, but rhe 
latter isn't shielded and doesn't have 
the 2020's bass welly. 

This Spendor is an interesting 
design, and one that the hi-fi/home 
theatre enthusiast would do well to 
hear for themselves. 
Spendor Audio Systems Ltd a (01323) 843474 

Aura VA-80SE-xC 
Do ya think I'm SE-xC? Do ya want my 

body? Come on Jason try your luck -

with a powerful and shiny new wonder 

from B&W' s amplifier offshoot. 

A
hor, shiny, slimline thing with a 
silly name, rhe latest VA-80 is 

nothing if not cheeky. And its 
chrome facia is nice, if a little tinny. 
Crammed into the 50mm-thick case 
is a 45W integrated amp with phono 
stage (moving magnet), five line 
inputs and a headphone socket. 
Quire an achievement for a British­
built product at this price! 

• • 

Extensive ventilation slots reveal a 
toroidal transformer, while letting out 
a fair amount of heat, even when rhe 
amp is idling-do nor put your chilled 
lager on this component! I used it with 
the Trichotd Genesis CD player and 
both sets of speakers reviewed else­
where in Sessions this month. 

With the Rogers combination, the 
Aura sounded too laid back, even 
stodgy ar rimes, but it was encouraged 
to pick up its heels with some lively 
material. However, when the NAD 
rook its place, things didn't look too 
rosy. It was only with the LS33 on its 
own, and subsequently the Spendors, 
that the Aura begin to shine. With 
these speakers the NAD started to 
sound too forward, leaving the stage 
clear for a relatively calm amp like rhe 
Aura to do its stuff. Which it did quite 
proficiently, producing a bit of body 
in the music and generally maintain­
ing control. It found the runes and 
produced some of rhe stereo, if nor the 
last word in depth, which usually 
rakes a more expensive design. 

After a poor start, Aura's VA-80 
finished well, proving that, when in 
unpredictable circumstances, there's 
no substitute for power. 
B&W UK Ltd a (01903) 750750 � 

number, but alas 

no longer costs 

thruppeny 

Aura VA-SOSE-xC 

- where next for 

acronyms, 

double-entendre 

fans'? 

Spender 2020-

novelty factor 

boosted by oval 

cone; style factor 

negated by lack of 

pink polka-dot 

finish. 
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Mordaunt·Short 

Reach for 
The only thing better than a five star 

In March 1996 WHAT HI-FI? reviewed 

the new Mordaunr-Short MS I Oi loudspeaker 

against five of its closest rivals. 

***** 
WHATHI•FI? 

"For s111afl boxes they generate striking bass." 

"We know there are those who find the KEFs' delivery a 

little relentless - those liste11ers will love the lv1S 1 ois." 

"B"t the stars here are the £HO Mordawil-Short tdS 10is. 

TIJey rock o11t w1th clm·ity, and deliver high sta11dm·ds of 

detail a11d focfls at a price which 111nkes tlm11 i(flite sflperb 

l!alfle for 111oney" 

We think they liked them! 

Maybe it was our new, anodised aluminium 

gold dome tweeter which raises the first break­

up mode of the tweeter dome beyond audibility, 

resulting in a sweeter, more detailed, more open 

treble. Or it could have been the new MCS 

Technology cone and SUITOLmd, precision 

profiled to improve transient attack and 

termination characteristics, resulting in better 

midband performance. Possibly they liked the 

new, braced cabinet construction which 

improves the bass. 

Whatever it was you'll find similar attention to 

detail in all loudspeakers from Mordaunt-Short, 

where engineering with a purpose and a love 

of music still mean something. 

For your FREE copy of this review and a FREE 

Mordaunt-Short literature pack, including details 

of the new Music Series i, the new Performance 

loudspeakers and our new range of Home 

Entertainment loudspeakers, CALL FREE NOW 

on 032 I 506550 (24 hours). 
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a:angs 
'Sounds of the '80s' is more than a compilation of songs you'd rather 

forget. To Jason Kennedy, it's a science involving your CD player. 

W
hy is it that CD players 
from the '80s, which 
sounded only tolera­
ble back then, can 

sound pretty good today? Have we just 
got used to them, or have we developed 
amplifiers and, more significantly, loud­
speakers, that help rather than hinder the 
polycarbonate disc? I'm pretty certain it's 
the latter. In the days when vinyl was king, 
speakers were designed to make the most of 
the medium's excellent midrange and nat­
ural high frequencies. Bass performance 
was played down so as not to feed too 
much energy back into the turntable. 

Speakers were developed with gradually 
drooping high frequency responses, 
because this sounded more natural than 
those that carried on flat to 20kHz or more 
(they sounded positively bright and uncom­
fortable; I remember this being true for the 
Rega Kyte). In retrospect, however, the 
problem doesn't seem to lie in the treble, as 
it would appear, but in the lack of bass. It's 
rather like a balancing act handled better 
by CD players than most turntables. So if 
you added a decent subwoofer to a Rega 
Kyte, it probably wouldn't sound so bright. 

To an extent, this follows from what 
Jimmy Hughes has been saying a boutRELsu b­
woofers-and in particular the pairofQ-Bass 
subs currently living in his lounge. He says that 
the subs affect the high frequencies as much 
(ifnotmorethan)the low, which is an odd result 
but one that nonetheless has a sense ofbalance. 
It's also one of the reasons why the Sonolith 
speakers I'm using sound relatively du 11. Some 
attributethis to the cone tweeters, but I'm more 
inclined to think it's the prodigious low fre­
quency potential that makes them this way. 

Very few source or amplifier components 
sound bright through these speakers, which 
is partly because they have a subjectively 
restrained mid range, but, more importantly, 
because they are balanced and have a wider 
bandwidth than average. It's not the sort of 
balance that everyone likes, however - my 
tubeenthusiastmates hatethem,andeven my 
girlfriend says she prefers a decent bookshelf 
design. I think the problem lies more with the 
source and amplification than with the speak­
er. My transport has gone back for further 
T richordification and theMichells had to return 
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to their 
maker, so 
I'm looking for 
powerful yet agile 
phaselinear ampsto 
try. Anyone outtheregot 
any suggestions? 

Back to the balance ques­
tion. If you have problems with 
digital harshness, then this may be 
a good reason to try a subwoofer or 
two, or even just a pair of more capable loud­
speakers for added bass. Just remember that 
decent bass brings with itmusicalcues that are 
a lot more significant than you might imag­
ine. Bass underpins the performance and gives 
it an anchor. Notes are no longer floating in 
the air: they achieve a sense of place, a root in 
a definite soundstage. 

!met RoyGandy(CaptainRega) atthe blind 
listening for this month's batch of CD play­
ers ( p.88) and he told me thatthecompany had 
recently conducted its own listening tests of 
similar products. This was in connection with 
thedevelopmentofa CD player (he even played 
us a prorotypethatwasSellotaped to the inside 
of a P/anarrurntable lid, and sounded pretty 
fine to boot). Rega and its panel of experienced 
listeners had found that even with machines 
at significantly different price levels, the only 
consistent variations were found in the tonal 
balance, whichRoypared down to bright and 
dull. It's possible rhar rhe bass-light nature of 
Rega speakers (which I presume were being 
used) could have something to do with this, 
as could amplification designed to make the 
most of analogue sources. 

Either way, it would be interesting to con­
ducra blind testusingamplificationand loud­
speakers that are oriented toward phase lin­
earity and bandwidth, rather than a sense of 
timing and real-worldness-the sort of prod­
ucts most people actually use with a CD play-

One day, all 
CD players will be 

made this way. 

er from the rest price band. A appraisal 
based on dynamics using SE tubes and Air 

Partners would also be informative, but pos­
sibly too much for many players. Ultimately, 
the end user finds out what a product really 
sounds like, so there is some justification for 
us reviewers using the best we can to find out 
in an hour or so what you'll discover sooner 
or later. 

Systematic evolution 
In Sessions this ri1onth (page 12), I have 
reviewed Trichord's first CD player: the 
Genesis. As with the transport I've been using 
for some time, this is a modified budget 
Pioneer, which seems I i ke a very efficient way 
to get a product on the market without mas­
sive rime and expense. Perhaps surprisingly, 
T richord is the first British company to work 
this way. Apparently, rh is is the beginning of 
a complete Genesis system: in the pipelinethere's 
rumoured to be an amplifier based on the Pioneer 
A -303 R remote-control integrated, with inter­
nal tweakery that is presumably similar toT om 
Evans' GTE work on the A-400. 

There's a speaker en route, too, using a sin­
gle full-range Jordan aluminium driver in an 
infinite-baffle foam cabinet. Combining low 
mass (which means minimal energy storage 
and usuallyveryquicksound) and a full-range 
driver (which means superb coherence and imag­
ingporenrial, iflimired bandwidth), rhiscould 
be rhe sub-£2,000 system to kick the high end 
into touch. � 
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THE RESPONSE RANGE FROM PROAC. 

WHEN SECOND BEST WON'T DO. 

The Response range blends inspired design with the finest components available to 

deliver incomparable sonic performance. Each model generates an awesome scale and 

weight of sound, yet with an impressive accuracy and clarity. Individually hand-crafted 

and beautifully finished, a Response is a loudspeaker for life. 

.-� ProAc 
p�� 

HIGHPOINT HOUSE, RIDING ROAD, BUCKINGHAM ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRACK LEY, NORT HAMPTONSHIRE NN13 7BE ENGLAND TE LEPHONE 01280 700147 FAX 01280 700148 



Personal 
Paul Messenger takes a nostalgic look back to the 

future of valve amp and loudspeaker design. 

B
arely recovered from a trip to see 

Jamo's factory in Denmark (as 

related in this column last 

month), I travelled up to Glasgow 
to spend a few days with Tannoy. The gap 
between visits was so short and the contrast 
between these two speaker manufacturers 
so great that I can't resist drawing on the 
experience to show just how diverse this 
relatively small industry is. 

Wherejamo isessenrially a ea bin et builder, 

Tannoyconcenrraresonmanufacturingdrive 

units, especially the famous dual-concentric 

examples that are fitted in most of the up­
marker models. The company designs all of 

its own ea binerwork, ofcourse, and rakes care 

of final assembly too, bur much of the raw 
woodworking is carried our elsewhere. 

If the dual-concentric driver is one of 

Tannoy's cornerstones, the other is the way 
the company bridges the two worlds of hi-fi 
and professional audio. Often enough it's the 

progress made in more demanding pro appli­

cations that subsequently spins off into 

domestic products. 

One ofrhe main purposes for my visit 

was to bone up on the history of a cam­
pan y that is about to celebrate its 70th 
anniversary. Even more of a surprise 
than finding our about Tannoy's age, 
however, was rhe discoverythatthe 
dual-concentric drive-unit is older 

than lam. The original firstsawthe 

light of day nearly 50 years ago, in 

1948,and might be considered rhe world'sfirst 

high-fidelity P A speaker (outside the cinema ). 
In an age when amplification was exclu­

sively through valves, high sensitivity was the 
key to opening up new types of PA applica­
tions,andit alsoprovedan ideal match forthe 
low-powered mono hi-fi systems of the ' 50s. 
The move from mono to stereo automatically 
adds 6dB to a system's loudness capability, 

while going over to transistors added several 
dB more. Byrhe la re '60srhere wasfar less need 
for large,high-sensirivity speakers,and the size 
of speakers has been decreasing ever since. 

However, demand for these 'classic' 
Tannoys is as strong today as it was then. 
Few are sold in Britain, bur rhe Prestige series 
of repro classics enjoys legendary status in 
japan and other parrs of rhe Far East. 

How come? Idon'tthinkanyonereally knows 
for sure. The nostalgic retro styling is doubt­
less parr of rhe appeal. But l suspect rhar rhe 
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traditionally high sensitivity of these models 

might well be the most significant factor in their 

longevity, and though I admit to a personal 

predilection for more sensitive designs, I 
believe rh ere a re sol id reasons for th is success. 

Crucially, choosing high-sensitivity 
speakersgivesrhefreedom to use low-powered 
amplifiers. The last few years have seen more 
and more British hi-fi enthusiasts opting to 
'go rerro', choosing the sweet sound of 
valve our of personal preference. Turning back 

the amplifier clock in this way means suffer­

ing a su bsrantial drop in available power, and 

there is, therefore, a strong incentive to make 

Tannoy's new Super-Dual: a valve fan's dream! 

up rhe deficit by choosing speakers rh at were 

designed to be used by low-power valve amps. 
The British 'valve rerro' movemenr is still 

a relatively new phenomenon.Japan, though, 
was already seriously inro valves when! first 
visited rhe place close on 20 years ago, and I 
suspect that orher Oriental markets, such as 
HongKong andTaiwan, were not far behind. 
I've no idea how many hi-fi systems that 
represents, but I ber a good few of them are 
using bigTannoy,jBL or Klipsch speakers to 
help make up for rhe lack of power. 

The first stage of the British valve revival 
tended to go back to '60s technology, focus­
ing on ultra-linear, push-pull pentodes and 
rhe like. These deliver power ourpurs in rhe 
region of 10-20Wpc. Assuming rhar rhe 
impedances march up properly, a 20Wpc 
amp, driving a speaker with a sensitivity of 

93dBforone Wattaronemetre(93dB/W) should 

deliverthesamesoundpressurelevelsasanSOW(X 

amp driving 'average' 87dBIW speakers. 

The second phase of the valve revival is the 
retreat still further into history, back to the 
era of single-ended triode amplifiers. Although 
these do sound rather louder than one might 
expect, they tend tosupplyonl y around 3 Wpc, 
so theoretically it's necessary to find a further 

SdB or so of speaker sensi ri vi ry to com pensa re. 

Trouble is, the only speakers I've measured 
that beat the lOOdB sensitivity barrier are 

enormous,full-range horn systems. However 
enricingthe sound, the sheer bulk (andexpense) 
involved makes such devices inconceivable for 
any bur hard-core fanatics. 

What the single-ended triode revival 
really needs is something that is both 

compact and very high in sensitivity .I suspect 

Tannoy might ha vecome up with the answer. 
The Super-Dual, its latest variation on the dual­

concentric theme, was originally developed 
as a ten-inch mid!treble unit for high quality 

PA applications, and in this version it is 

rated at 103dBIW. The magnet is nearly 

as big as the cone, so credit cards should 

be kept well out of range. 
During the visit to Tannoy, I got 

to hear a new 12inch Super-Dual, 

which has traded some ofrhe mid­
band sensitivity fora bit more bass 
extension. Happily, you still get 
a mouth-watering98dBIW, while 

the -3dB bass roll-off is at 70Hz 
in a 40-litre sealed-box enclosure. There isn't 

a hi-fi-orienred version around yet, and I 
reckon that an extra bass driver might well be 
needed. It's not goingto be cheap-rhe spare 
parr price of a single S300 driver is £995. 

Leaving aside these minor problems, the 
unit is very good indeed. My biggest surprise 
during a short session listening to the PA 
version was how extraordinarily sweet the 
top end sounded. There was none of the 
spiny directionality of the earlier Alnico/ 

pepper-pot dual-concentrics. This was 
already much improved in the current 'tulip 
wa vegu ide' models, but the Super-Dual takes 
another big step forward. Walk across its 
forward axis and rhe top end sounds smooth 
and staysconsistent and coherent across a very 
wide arc. it's all done by computer modelling 
and precision mouldings, but the end result 
could be just what the serious anachrophile 
has been waiting for! � 
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The Jimmy Bughes 

Expe .. ience 
Though multichannel systems dazzle with new replay and recording techniques, 

Jimmy Hughes reminds us that music is more art than science. 

I 
t would be easy to assume that major 

advances in sound recording -

stereo and digital, for example -

totally eclipsed earlier technologies. 

Progress is an elusive business, and despite 

the great strides made in the past forty years 

or so, the basics were often extraordinarily 

good-even going back sixty years or more. 

Some twenty years ago I was really 

shocked to read what classica I pianist Alfred 

Brendel wrote on the subject of recording 

piano music. In his 1975 book Musical 
Thoughts And Afterthoughts, Brendel said: 

"Why was it so easy to make good piano 

recordings in the '30s? When listening to the 

records of Conot, Fischer, or 

Schnabel, l feel as if l were sit­

ting in a good seat in a good hall: 

the timbre of the great pianist is 

there, the piano sounds 

homogenous in all registers, 

dynamic climaxes and hushed 

tones come over with equal con­

viction." The inference is that 

more modern recordings do not 

capture these qualities. Back 

then I thought that this was an 

extraordinary thing to say; 

surely it was the advent of LP 

records and stereo that had 

finally allowed reproduced 

music to achieve a semblance of reality? 

Around the time when Brendel launched 

this book, I bought his eight-LP Philips box 

set of Schubert Piano Works .1822-1828. It 

was a wonder musically, and had some of the 
best-sounding piano l'd ever heard. So how 

could anybody not agree that this was in all 

respects superior to old mono 78s? 

As you might expect, I've changed my tune 

since then. A parr from anything else, modern 
systems are much better at reproducing his­
torical material than rhe equipmenr of rwenry 

years ago. And to my shame, until fairly 
recenrly I overlooked Brendel's Vox discs 

made in the '60s just because they were 'old'. 

Playing his Vox LPs today I'm struck by how 

good the best of them sound. Better, dare I say 

it, than some of his first Phi lips recordings. 

I listen to a lot of piano, and have always 

regarded it as an instrument that is extremely 
difficult to reproduce convincingly. Brendel 
stared rh at old recordings somehow ea pture 
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the individual timbre and dynamic shadings 

peculiar to each pianist with much greater 

fidelity than many technically superior mod­

ern efforts. lt isn't just a convincingly 'real­

istic' piano sound; it's the artistic essence of 

a particular musician captured with such 

fidelity that it couldn't be mistaken for any­

one else. Paradoxically, it seems that this 

quality can be found in old, dared recordings, 

but not in technically superior modern ones. 
If memory serves me correctly, I bought 

Brendel's Schubert set just before Linn and 

Naim transformed specialist hi-fi with their 

moving-coil cartridges, amplifiers that had 

no tone controls, and the turntable that 

Get out the 78s and switch your system to mono 

for an intimate and realistic concert experience. 

sounded better than any other. It's strange, 

bur after a Naim amp and a Linn Sondek 
LP12 vasrly 'improved' my sound at home, 

my Brendel Schuberr discs somehow didn't 

sound so good -or at least not as good as 

I had once thought. 
Twenry years is a long time, and at the end 

of the '80s Brendel embarked on a fresh sur­
vey of Schuberr's late piano music, record­

ing the work in digital sound for CD. I 

bought each CD as it came our, and naturally 
got out my old LPs to hear how Brendel's 

interpretations had changed. Of course, the 

new recordings are technically superior to the 

old, but I'm pleased to say that on my cur­
rent system the analogue LPs sounded con­

vincing and plausible. The music is totally 
accessible and the derail of Brendel's play­
ing is clearly articulated. Limitations in 

recording technology do not lessen the 

impact of the music or performance, which 

is how ir should be. 

This is even further proved by Cortot's 

1933/4 recording of Chopin's Preludes, 

which recreates subtle shades of tone colour 

and dynamics with even greater success, 

despite its dated sound. The piano is sur­

prisingly firm and full-bodied, and you can 

hear every nuance, even though the sound 
lacks the scale and clean dynamics of a mod­

ern recording. Interestingly, the LP transfer 

on EMI References has more of these special 
qualities than the CD. 

What's the secret? It probably can't be 

pinned down to one particular factor; 

but many old 78s seem to emphasise 

the 'presence' region, highlighting 

midrange detail. That 78 recordings 

are in mono probably helps too. Even 

the most diaphanous of Brendel's 

Philips LPs (like his 1971 Beethoven 

Hammerklavier Sonata) sound notice­

ably firmer and cleaner when played 

in mono. Any tendency for the bass to 

'spread' is eliminated, making the 

instrument snap into sharp focus 

between the two speakers. 

Brendel's 1971 Hammerklavier 
Sonata is not technically outstand­

ing, but in mono the piano gains a 

homogeneous coherence at all dynamic lev­

els, which allows you to hear how the music 

is being played. In stereo it's actually less 
clear, sounding bland and lacking tonal 

colour and vibrance. 

I recently listened to the famous 
Horowitz!Toscanini recording of the Brahms 

Second Piano Concerto made in 1940, and 

was surprised again by the crisp piano sound. 
Horowitz's entry has a clarity that no mod­

ern recording approaches. True, the hard, 
bright, shallow tonal quality of the piano 
helps, as does the fantastic dexterity of 

Horowitz himself. But it's more than that... 

While I'm not advocating a wholesale 

return to mono, a part of me feels that musi­

cality and listenability are better served with­

our the excessive directional information 

that's often superfluous and irrelevant to the 

music itself. As Sir Thomas Beecham knew, 
really appreciating music is nor the same as 
merely liking the sound it makes. !!: 
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21st Century 
Storing the past for the future can be tricky. 

Harry Fox reports on Sony's quest for a 

future-CD format worthy of its archives. 0 

S 
ony has got itself into a fine 

mess over the new Direct 

Stream Digital audio system. 

The surprise side effect has 
been to remind us all how good ana­

logue recording can be. Supposedly 
secret demonstrations of DSD were 

given several months ago to profes­
sional engineers in the USA and UK. 

Not surprisingly, engineers talk ro 

each other. So the news leaked out and 

the Acoustic Renaissance of Audio 

posted notices on the Internet warn­

ing against the adoption of DSD as a 

new super-fi audio standard for high 
density DVD. 

To their credit, Sony Music in 
London saw the need to communi­
cate, and booked EMl's Abbey Road 

studios for a press briefing and live­

versus-recorded demonstration in 

late February. But Sony's HQ in 

Tokyo took fright and vetoed the 

idea. I was offered a chance to attend 

the Abbey Road demonstration, but 

only if! signed a confidentiality agree­

ment. I refused. 
Sony Music has now managed ro 

get the press ban lifted, so we finally 

know what DSD sounds like and how 

the company sees it being used. Sony's 

'Technology White Paper' on DSD 
describes how the system works with a high­

speed stream of single bits, rather than PCM 

words of 16, 20 or 24 bit length. To gener­

ate this bit stream, the analogue signal is sam­

pled at 64 times the 44.lkHz frequency used 
for conventional CD. This generates a stream 
of bits running at 2.8 megabits a second, per 
audio channel. 

Think of each bit as steering the signal 
slightly up or down. Because the bit stream 

is so rapid, the audio frequency range can 
stretch up to 100KHz, with a dynamic range 

of more than 120dB. In theory at least, DSD 
outstrips the human ear. 

The live-versus-recorded tests were 
designed to get practical feedback from 
recording engineers on what differences, if 
any, they could hear. All this makes very 

sound sense. If there had been more open 
demonstrations and discussions on the CD 
standard before it was set, there would have 
been less contention over the last ten years. 

With hindsight, the CD system could and 
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should have been developed as an upgrad­

able format, with players and discs starting 

with 14 bit performance and moving up 

through 16, 20 and 24 bit performance as 
chip technology progressed. Instead, we have 
seen a mish-mash of CD improvements, all 
of which are hindered by the need ro main­
tain compatibility with the fifteen-year-old 

inflexible standard. 
As first presented, and leaked, DSD was 

primarily a proposal for a new system that 
could make DVD a super-fi, sound-only car­

rier. Sony's 'White Paper' on DSD now pre­
sents it primarily as a professional recording 
system, useful for archiving purposes, and 
"optimal for audio applications in the next 
generation of high-density, high-transfer­
speed media". 

The London briefings put the heaviest 

emphasis on archival applications. The srory 

now goes that DSD was developed primar­
ily as a way of archiving and preserving the 
quality of over 300,000 master tapes which 

To DSD, or not to DSD'? The jury's still 

out on hi-li CD formats for the future. 

Sony bought from CBS for $2 billion. 
At Abbey Road the idea of using 

DSD for future consumer formats 
was played down so far as to be barely 
visible. This follows alarm in the 
record industry that talking now 

about future-CD super-fi formats 

could kill sales of conventional CD. 

"First press reports in the debate on 

DVD and high-density disc put the 

cart before the horse," says David 

Kawakami, Sony's Director of Sound 
Technology Marketing. 

DSD is a scalable technology, rh at 
is to say the full-quality archive or 

master recording can be down-con­

verted ro a lower quality standard 

for release on any future format, 

whether CD or super-fi DVD. 

If this strategy was so clear and 

well-considered, why on earth did 

Sony wait three months to present it? 
What shook me, and most people 

I have spoken ro, was the extraordi­
nary quality of the analogue record­
ing chain. Abbey Road engineers who 
had set up the machine were modestly 

surprised too. But Sony says DSD is 

still "work in progress". Apparently, 

there is only one prorotype. And David Smith 
of Sony Music in NY confirms that until the 

DSD system is proven, he is archiving old 

masters onto analogue tape if their condition 
is roo risky to wait. 

"We know the archiving system should 
not be 16 bit, and nor 20 bit. My advice is 
not ro commit to 24 bit, 88kHz. My firm 

opinion is that DSD is more resolute. It's the 
best we've seen. But the final decision and 
evaluation will last nine months to a year," 
said Smith. 

The situation is the same at Polygram in 
the USA. They hold the archives for several 
major labels, including Norman Granz's 
Verve jazz, disco catalogue Casablanca and 
the legendary Mercury label. That's in addi­

tion to the Phonogram and Polygram cata­

logues, as well as Island archives. Unhappy 

with any existing digital format, Polygram 
has now embarked on a five-year project 
which involves copying its stereo archives 
onto half-inch analogue tape, at 30 ips. � 
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Paul ille .. 's 
Oasis of Sanity 

Technical Editor Paul Miller starts a new column in which hi-fi myths will be shattered! 

J
ust when you thought hi-fi was tak­
ing another turn for the bizarre, rhe 

£d-in-Chief has charged yours truly 
with the responsibility for bringing 

us back to Earth with a comfortable thud. 

For our first outing, I thought we should 

dish the dirt on digital jirter- an unpleas­

ant phenomenon that often adds more than 
a him of grubbiness to the clarity of CD 

players, transports and DACs. We've dis­
cussed jitter before (see issue 147 for the full 

money), and without it, the life of the digital 
engineer would be a lot simpler, as the 'edges' 
that describe our digital codes would all 
appear precisely on time. In real life, jitter­

a type of interference - vibrates or blurs 

these edges, bringing a degree of uncertainty 

to their precise position and riming. 

If the edges that make up our code are 

appearing fractionally before or after they are 
expected, then this causes the reconstructed 
signal {the music) to become distorted. Using 
a form of spectral analysis, it's possible to 
expose this jitter as unwanted side bands that 
generally muck up the sound. 

The following graph shows jitter doing its 

dirty work between a budget CD player and 

outboard DAC. The jitter side bands, or dis­
tortion, can be seen radiating our from rhe 

'real' signal (1) as a series of regularly-spaced 
peaks: (2), (3), (4) and so on. Jitter is mea­

sured in picoseconds (million millionrhs of 

a second), adding up to some 1590psec on 

this occasion. This is a bout ten times higher 
than we'd like it to be. 

Several manufacturers now produce so­
called 'jitter busters': black boxes that imer­
cept your music data as it passes across the 
interface from the digital output of a CD 
player (or transport) to the digital input of 

an outboard DAC. Alvin Gold was impressed 

with the £245 Monarchy DIP Super Drive 

last month, so I purloined one for resting. 

The box has two electrical outputs, either 

of which may be hooked into your outboard 
DAC. One, a BNC socket, has the correct 75 
Ohm output impedance specified by rhe 
IEC958 standard for 'consumer mode' dig­
ital audio. As we can see on the next graph, 
via this so-called "Super Drive" BNC con­

nection, the jitter in our test system is reduced 

from 1590psec to 1075psec. The distortion 

side bands (2), (3) and (4) are now obviously 
suppressed, particularly on the right hand 

Comparison Tables for Monarchy Audio DIP 

BNC 
PSU Switching 100Hz llOpsec 346psec 284psec (51 
Data Fundamental 1434psec 897psec 424psec (2) 
Data 3rd harmonic 509psec 320psec 124psec (3) 
Data 5th harmonic 307psec 208psec 75psec (4) 
Data 7th harmonic 222psec 160psec 75psec 
Data 9th-11th harmonic 224psec 165psec 109psec 
Weighted Total 1590psec 1075psec 596psec 

HI-FI CHOICE 

1,., • ...., I (5J 

(2) 
" 

side of the spectrum. Do note, however, that 

another pair of side bands (5) have increased 

in size. This is caused by inrerference from 
rhe power supply inside the DIP. 

There is another connection, a conven­

tional ph ono socket labelled S/PDIF. In truth; 
both BNC and phono sockets supply an 

S/PDIF signal because 'S/PDIF' (Sony/Philips 
Digital Interface Format) describes the type 
of data used for consumer digital audio. My 
measurements revealed that this output 
offers a non-standard 150 Ohm output 
impedance (75 Ohm is usual) while its digi­

tal 'edges' were nearly eight times slower 

(sloping rather than vertical) than those from 
the BNC Super Drive socket. 

However, as the graph above reveals, 
despite seemingly having the odds stacked 
against it, this output succeeds in squashing 
jitter from 1590psec to 596psec. Why? 
Because the BNC Super Drive is direct-cou­
pled, which allows interference (jitter) to cir­
culate between the DIP and DAC. By con­
trast, its phono output is transformer-cou­

pled, effectively isolating the DIP from the 

outside world and allowing its jitter-busting 
circuitry to get on with the job undisturbed. 
More technological exposes next monrh! � 

Comments or suggestions for the Oasis can be e-mai/ed to 

Paul Miller at 100516.302/@compuserve.eom 
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Hi-Fi Choice have long recommended Vivanco products, 

and now we're giving them away! These excellent, all­

purpose headphones are typical of the quality we expect 

from Vivanco- and they can be yours, FREE, when you 

subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice. 

Bi-l'i Choice for just £14.99 
lt's never been easier to subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice - and 

with the hassle-free direct debit method you can pay in 

six-monthly instalments of £14.99. Let us do the work -

just fill in your details below and we'll do the rest. 
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this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 

Signature(s) Date 

Banks and building societies may not accept direct debit instructions for some types of account 
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LETTER or TBE MONT& 
Akaithenoo 
Has anybody noticed that separates from Akai have become col­
lectable? Akai, in its infinite wisdom, doesn't import separates 
to the UK any more; so if, like me, you have Akai's Reference 
Series amp, you need to get the complete set. 

Akai's Reference system was so good that a friend heard mine 

and immediately stopped looking so smug about 

his own Technics separates system. 
I have owned lots of different makes of 

hi-fi in the past, bur I can't see past this one. 

Now I'm looking for the Akai Reference 

Series CD player to replace my bog-standard 
Akai CD-55. I'm told Germany has some 
stocks left - but they are marked in 
German. So maybe someone in Blighty has 
one they'd part with, to go with my AM-95 

Reference amplifier, GX-95 Reference cas-
sette deck and Tannoy Westminster loudspeakers! 

Jane Smith, Inverness, Scotland 

PS Come on Akai, we don't just want portable stereos, we want 
hi-fi and we don't mind paying for quality! 

If anyone owns the Akai Reference Series CD player and is pre­
pared to sell it to make a Scottish lass happy, please write to us 
at Hi-Fi Choice, 19 Bolsover St, London WlP 7Hj. Please do 

not enclose any CD players in your letter. 

Happy 
l have been subscribing to Hi-Fi 

Choice for nearly four years now 
(it's the only way to obtain it 
here in Mid-West USA). It tow­
ers above all the audio rags pub­
lished here in the Stares. Hi-Fi 
Choice is truly my audio bible. l 

fully enjoy each informative, 
knowledgeable page, especially 
those with any injected humour 

of your staff. The Buying Guide 
and Directory are unsurpassed. 
Via your magazine, I have been 
steered to fine components from 
Rorel, Arcam and Celestion. 

I own three systems, and 
since my pride and joy consists 
of Acurus pre/power amps, 
Rorel CD and tuner, and Martin­
Logan Sequels (my wife still 
winces ar rhe sight of those 
babies), l was quite gratified to 
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read your basic approval of the 

Acurus combo and 'Logans in 
your previous two issues. 

In closing, a five-star (surely 
five-blob- Ed) rh an k you to the 
entire staff at Hi-Fi Choice for 
producing a classic publication. 
Without question it is the Finest 
Hi-Fi Magazine in the World. 
Carry on! 

Bill Yanta, Minnesota, USA 

Not Happy 
Having just received my copy of 
rhe April issue of Hi-Fi Choice, 
and having been a keen reader of 
your magazine since its AS days, 
I feel l must put in a strong com­
plaint about rhe content of rh is 
particular issue. 

Surely, 95 per cent of the arti­
cles would have been better 
suited to your sister magazine 

Home Entertainment, and if 

people have an interest in AV 

matters they would be far better 
off subscribing to this. 

Please, in the future can we 
have a magazine rhar deals with 
the subject that its title suggests: 
hi-fi, and nor home cinema! 
Robert Alien, Manchester 

Hi-Fi Choice is not going to give 

up on hi-fi just yet. In fact, we 

have no intention ever to do so, 
as this hi-fi packed issue will 
attest. The idea of the April issue 
was to provide hi-fi enthusiasts 

(like yourself} with all the knowl­
edge required to take the home 

cinema plunge without tears. 
From time to time, we shall cover 

A V equipment that is significant 

to hi-fi. Alan Sircom, Reviews 

Editor. 

The beauty myth 
Is it just me, or do other 
readers of Hi-Fi Choice 
agree that amplifiers in so many 
cases are just plain ugly? It seems 
that the more money we parr 
with, the more 'biscuit-tin'-like 
rhe product becomes. These 
manufacturers grace amps with 

poor graphics and printing, plain 
aluminium facias and knobs, 
and buttons from rhe parts bin. 

I am not doubting the sonic 
ability of such products: clearly 
they are of a very high compo­

nent quality; sonically, they must 
be good value for money. Bur it 
surprises me that manufacturers 
who show such brilliance in cre­
ating these dynamic works of art 
choose to house their compo-

nenrs in casings completely 

stripped of any design concept. 

It seems as if the box is an 
afterthought. This is an area 

where manufacturers can and 
should make improvements. 
Customers are influenced by rhe 
appearance of a product, and do 
not buy on sonic ability alone. 
We do nor only want to hear rhe 

quality- we want to see ir too! 
Nor all manufacturers fall 

into this category. Some produce 

very good build quality inside 
and out, and ultimately it is these 
manufacturers who will have the 
greatest success in making us 

parr company with our cash. 
Perhaps we have come to 

expect these high-tech 'biscuit 

tins' as the norm. Bur with more 

imagination from the manufac­

turers and more discerning 
demand from rhe customer, 
things could perhaps change for 
the better. 
T D Curry, Norfolk 

Dl'essage! 

is our 

stylish 

Hi-Fi Choice 

garment, which 

will be awarded to 

the writer of the most interesting 

letter of the month. Available only in 

capacious, figure-hugging XL size! 

OUR ADDRESS 

The Editor-in-Chief, Hi-Fi Choice, 

19 Bolsover Street, LONDON WlP 

7HJ • Fax: 0171-323 3547 • e-mail: 

100433.1130@compuserve.com. 

"We reserve the right to edit all 

letters that we publish." 
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IF HI-FI IS THE ANSWER BUT YOU DON'T KNOW THE QUESTION, LET ALVIN GOLD LEAD YOU TOWARDS ENLIGHTENMENT 
Send your hi-li queries to 'Help!' at the usual address (page 3) or 100433. 1130@compuserve.com. We regret we cannot answer individual queries on a personal basis. 

Guei'Y of the. month 
Technologica geriatrica 
My system consists of the following: Sony CDP-555ESD CD 
player, Audiolab 8000A amplifier and Heybrook HB2R loud­
speakers wired with QED 79-strand cable. 

The CD player is now seven years old and I expect CD 
replay technology has come on in leaps and bounds since it was 
made. I also have a Pioneer CLD-2950 Laser Disc player which 
incorporates the latest one-bit technology, and although it is 
undoubtedly a touch smoother than the Sony, it comes 
nowhere near it in terms of sheer musical enjoyment. The Sony 
goes deeper, the top end is much crisper, its soundstage presen­
tation is wider than the Pioneer's, and the overall sound has 
more bite. Can you suggest a replacement model? 
P MeA/pine, Glasgow 

You may like 
to cast an 

eye over 
the CD 

player 
group 

test in this 

covers a repre­
sentative group in 

the £400 to £1,000 

price range. One of our 
findings was that at these 

prices, more sophisticated 
and recent technologies are no 
guarantee of improved sound 

quality. There is some evi­
dence that this finding 
doesn't necessarily hold at 
the budget and the high 
end of the market, but here 

at least, some of the very 
b e s t  m o d e l s  u s e d  

geriatric Philips 
chip sets, and in 
o n e  c a s e  e v e n  

a n  o l d  t r a n s p o r t  
mechanism that hasn't been available for yanks. 

You are probably right to suggest that one-bit players tend 
to sound smoother than multibit - statistically at least, 
although not necessarily in individual cases. However, it 
wouldn't be correct to conclude from this that they automati­
cally sound better. In general terms, when discussing serious 
CD players, the smoothness or otherwise of individual models 
is rarely the dominant factor. Check out the Trichord Genesis, 

Orelle CD-100SE, AVI S2000MC and Marantz CD-17. 
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Youl' stal'tel' fol' foul' fifty 
Could you please recommend a 
starter system that includes a 
CD player, amplifier, and 
speakers, but costs £450 or less. 
What sort of sound quality 
could I get at this price? Or 
would I have to spend more for 
decent results? 
N Harmes, East Sussex 

How long is a piece of string? 
The good news is that there are 
several excellent systems that can 
be put together for the kind of 
money you're willing to spend. 
The problem is where to start ... 

I recently came across a won­
derful little speaker from Sony, 
of all people, costing just £99. 

It's called the SS-86 and is avail­
able from any Sony stockist -
Sony Centres in particular. In 
my opinion, it represents excel­
lent value in today's market; 1 

think it's more than a match for 
the KEFs and Missions that 
dominate proceedings up to 
£150. The Cambridge Audio 
CD4 CD player (£150, from 
Richer Sounds) is as good as a 
bargain, and for a decent, 
cheap amp to match, shortlist 
the Denon PMA-250III (£160), 

NAD310 (£150) and Kenwood 
KA-30205£ (£200). A bit of 
QED Qudos speaker cable and 
Ixos 104 interconnect (or your 
dealer's recommendation) will 
get you up and running. Happy 
listening! 

Annexing voltages 

I am planning to upgrade my 
amplifier (a harman/kardon 
6200) with one of the follow­
ing: Cyrus Ill, Copland CSA14 
or CSA18, Exposure XV Super, 
or Audiolab 8000A. 

My current system consists of 
Mission 753 speakers and a 
Denon DCD690 CD player with 
a DPA Little Bit Dl A converter. 

I like all types of music (jazz, 
pop, classical and so on), and 

assuming that performance -
not price - is the determining 
factor, which of the amps listed 
about would be suitable for my 
current system? 

Another problem I foresee is 
that I currently live in a country 
where the the mains supply is 
220 volts (all the above are sold 
in that voltage), but there is a 
high probability of moving to 
another country where the 
mains voltage is 110 volts. If I 
use a step-up transformer, 
would this degrade the sound? 
Would using an AC filter be 
sufficient? 
A/ex Peeress, Hong Kong 

Tackling the second part first: 
check with your dealer or the 
manufacturer before commit­
ting yourself, to ensure that 
your choice of amplifier can be 
switched or readily adapted to 
110 volt operation. For your 
own peace of mind, also ensure 
that the brand you are inter­
ested in has distribution in the 
country concerned. Avoid 
using voltage converters of any 
kind; they invariably do have a 
significant effect on sound 
quality, usually by flattening 
imagery and homogenising 
detail. A C filters are simply 
devices designed to wreck 
sound quality altogether, with­
out doing anything really useful 
like changing the voltage. 

Based purely on sound qual­
ity, and throwing all caution to 
the wind for a change, 1 don't 
think ihere is a shadow of 
doubt that of the excellent 
amplifiers you name, the 
Coplands sound the best. The 
CSA 14, by the way, is a hybrid 
design with a valve pre-driver 
stage; the CSA 18- a transistor 
version of the amp- was never 
sold in the U K. The latter is 
about to be replaced by a new 
solid-state 'entry level' design, 
the CSS, with a slightly simpler 
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specification, although I'm told 
remote control will be added. It 
is to be sold for under £1,000 in 
the UK, but 1 can't say how it 
will be priced in Hong Kong. 
The CSA14 will remain avail­
able for a year or so, and its lat­

est and greatest incarnation is 
fitted with Sovtek valves. 

Smoke on the tweetel' 
Last July I purchased a pair of 
KEF Reference 105/3 speakers 
and a second-hand Denon 
PA50, to form the basis of a 
new system. All went well until 
I played a particularly demand­
ing Pink Floyd number at rea­
sonably high volume with the 
speaker covers removed. I was 
aghast to see what appeared to 
be a puff of smoke being emitted 
through the wire-gauze cover of 
one of the Uni-Q tweeters. The 
gas did not smell of smoke, but I 
noticed that the case of the 
amplifier had become incredi­
bly hot. Using a borrowed, 
more powerful amplifier, it 
seemed that the Denon was 
causing the problem. 
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From Sweden with valve (inside): Copland's CSA14 integrated amplifier is recommended to Alex Peeress. 

My theory is that the ampli­
fier could not cope with the 
four Ohm load and began cur­
rent clipping, which caused the 

tweeter to overheat. The dealer 
took the amplifier back, but 
says that if the tweeter is still 
able to make any kind of 
sound, then it is working per­
fectly. My concern is that if the 
fault caused some ferrofluid to 
evaporate, this would surely 
reduce the tweeter's ability to 
dissipate heat, and impair its 
performance and reliability. 
Meanwhile the dealer, who 
guarantees the speakers, insists 
that tweeters either work or 
don't. What do you suggest? 
Peter johnson, Yorkshire 

The 10513 (now discontinued) 
is moderately insensitive, and 
has prodigious power handling. 
In a largish room and/or at ele­

vated volume levels, your 50 
Watt amplifier is certainly 

likely to nm aground, espe­
cially if it doesn't have a taste 

for low impedance or reactive 
loads. I don't know your 
Denon amplifier personally, 
but in the words of a KEF engi­
neer I called, 50 Watts is okay, 
but steady as she goes. 

My guess is that you pushed 
the amplifier into clipping, 
which caused it to distort and 

consequently produce a chain 
of high-frequency harmonics 
that fried the tweeter. Exactly 
what caused the smoke T can­
not say, but it may have been 
some of the fluid base of the fer­
rofluid coolant injected into the 
voice coil gap. 

That said, if the tweeter is 
behaving normally, I wouldn't 
worry any more about it. KEF 
will check it out for you if 
required, but as your dealer has 
already said, tweeters tend to 
either work or not work, and 
such a check is unlikely to 
prove cost effective. In the long 
term, I would advise you to buy 

a more powerful amplifier. 
Meanwhile, your only real claim 
against your dealer would arise 
if he suggested that the Denon 

was powerful enough for all 

eventualities. 

A Bout de Souffle 
My system includes a Meridian 
506 CD player with a Meridian 
551 amplifier connected to 
Tannoy 0700 speakers using 
Cable Talk 3. It sounds good, 
but the treble is sometimes too 
obvious. What would be the 
benefits of hi-wiring, and what 
kind of cable would you sug-

gest to give a smoother yet well 
defined treble? Would it be a 
good idea to use one kind of 
cable for high frequencies and 
another for low frequencies? 
Claude Troncy, France 

Cables can make a substantial 
difference to systems, but in 
this case the most likely source 
of your problem is the combi­
nation of the cable and the 
Tannoy's Dual Concentric 
tweeter, which sounds just as 
you describe. It's the price you 

pay for the other joys of own­

ing the D700. Solid core cables 
(from DNM to Audio Note 

AN-B) tend to have a 
calming and civilising 
effect on the treble; 
and may help clarify 
subtle textures. 

Konfusion 

Over the last two years 
I have purchased the 
following Linn system: 
Active Keilidh speakers 
with a pair of LK100 

power amps, a Kairn 
Pro preamp and a 

Karik CD player, 
both with Brilliant 

power supplies, 
Linn speaker 

Sweet sound with the right 

cables from Tannoy's 0700. 
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Celestion's Home Theatre in a 

Box is home theatre made easy. 

You don't need a degree in 

engineering or a Spielberg-sized 

budget. With our new HTiB you 

get all the electronics, includ-

ing Dol by Pro-Logic'M decoding 

and 210 watts of amplification, 

inside the subwoofer unit. Four 

surround speakers and a centre 

speaker, all shielded, complete a 

system that doesn't compromise 

on quality. HTiB 
Just connect your TV, VCR, laser 

disc player or satellite to the 

HTiB, and start enjoying home 

entertainment the way it was 

meant to be experienced. 

Celestion's Home Theatre in 

a Box. lt's what your TV set has 

been waiting for. 

CELESTIDn 

101°/o SOUND 
For more information on Celestion's HTiB call 01473 322222 or fox 01473 729662 in the UK; or call (508) 429 6706 or fox (508) 429 2426 in the USA. 

Dolby Pro-logic is a registered trade mark of Dolby laboratories licensing Corporation. 
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� cables and a Ku.dos tuner. 

My problem is that together 
the package sounds flat and 
lacks depth and warmth. The 

Linn dealer has been great, but 

I am beginning to feel that in 

terms of sound quality I have 

perhaps paid to support Linn's 

dealer network and marketing 

costs rather than top class per­
formance! 

My dealer is trying to push 
me down the Keltik/Klou.t 
upgrade route again, at a sig­

nificant cost. I have read your 

magazine with great interest 

and wonder whether or not to 

cut my losses and trade the 

whole set-up for Audiolab 
8000s and Monitor Audio 
20SEs. What do you suggest? 
My musical tastes include Mary 
Chapin Carpenter and Marc 

Cohn through Dire Straits to 
opera and classical, and I Listen in 

a room measuring 24 x 16 feet. 

Cordon Stolliday, Berkshire 

I cannot understand how you. 
can have invested in a system 
such as the one you own, with­
out a clear idea of how it per­
forms. That's what the dealer is 
there for. There is something in 
your criticism of the Linn 
equipment: Linn has never 
majored on stereo depth, and 
they don't make a 'warm' 
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sound. I must say I agree with 
your dealer that Keltik/Kiout 
may be the right upgrade path 
- not necessarily because it 
will address your criticisms 
directly, but because it's so 
overwhelmingly better in other 
areas that you simply won't 
notice the 'faults'. Probably ... 
Your alternative solution may 
provide some gains, but it's 
also very likely to involve con­
siderable losses in the areas 
where the Linn is strong. I 
w o u l d n ' t  r e c o m m e n d  i t .  
Whatever you do, have a care­
ful listen to the options your 
dealer can offer. 

JamonJamon 
We recently visited various 
dealers checking some of your 
Recommended models, and 

eventually carried home a pair 

of Linn Keilidh speakers, 

which were mounted on 

ceramic plinths some months 

later. The results were so 
impressive that we are still dis­

covering 'new' parts of our CD 
collection. We really love these 
speakers' tight bass, precise 

timing and treble. 
At present, the Keilidhs are 

driven by an HK6600 inte­
grated amplifier whose main 
source is an HD7600 CD 
player (both harman/kardon). 

•ana 

DEALER DECISIONS 
Three hi-fi shops answer a reader's query 

The Pl'oblem 
It was inevitable that I would get into hi-fi, as my dad was a hi-fi nut. 

Now that I've got the bug, I can't seem to find the sound I'm looking 

for. My set-up is a Kenwood KA-5500 amplifier, NAD 502 CD player 

and Mission 753 speakers. I have an old Toshiba turntable and 

would like to upgrade this as I have yet to hear a CD player that can 

come close to the sound of vinyl. The sound I'm looking for is like 

that of good hi-fi in the late '70s, with a bit more detail! 

Richard Horton, Leicester 

Solation #I 
The best part of your system is the pair of Mission 753s. If any­

thing, they are too good, as they are exposing deficiencies 

elsewhere in your set-up. 

If vinyl is the most important source, then changing the 

Toshiba turntable for either a Rega 2 with a Rega Bias cartridge, 

or better still a Rega 3 with a Rega Elys, will bring about a vast 

improvement in source quality. 

If your preference is to improve your system around CD as a 

source, the Kenwood amp should perhaps be the first to go. If 

budget allows, then an Arcam Alpha 6 + amplifier or a Rega £/ex 
would control the speakers far better. However, stretching to a 

Nairn Nait 3 would pay dividends in the long term, and provide 

the sound you are searching for. 

To improve upon your NAD CD player, have a listen to Arcam's 

Alpha 5 + and Alpha 6 CD players, along with Linn's Mimik and 

the Nairn CD3, both of which are well worth the extra money. 

Geoff Co/eman, Acoustica, Chester 

Solation #2 
Not knowing whether your income is that of a lowly audio retailer or 

the exalted heights of a Hi-Fi Choice editor (that's what you think -

Dennis Publishing Pay Corps), I'll stick to the middle ground. 

My first inclination is to change your amplifier for something 

that would better suit the ability of the Mission 753s. 

Audition the Arcam Delta 290 amplifier (with optional 

phono stage) or the Cyrus Ill. Both units will give you better 

detail and soundstage. 

If the turntable is a stop gap until you find the CD player you 

like, try a Dual CS-505-4, complete with AT95E cartridge. With 

an ever-expanding record collection, listen to the Rega Planar 3 

plus Ortofon MClO Super cartridge, but if you buy a Cyrus Ill, a 

moving-coil board will be required for the Ortofon. 

Now, about that CD player you haven't found yet. Indulge your 

ears to a long listen with the fabulous Arcam Alpha 6. 
Whatever you do, find a friendly dealer who will let you audi­

tion the equipment at your pace, install it in your home and have 

service support should you need it. We do exist. 

Roger Skillman, W Darby & Co, St A/bans, Hertfordshire 

Solation #3 
If you want hi-fi that reproduces your music as it was performed, 

with the life, energy, dynamics and scale intact, the choices are 

fairly limited. My guess is that you have a lot of '70s music that 

you wish to enjoy to its full potential. Good hi-fi should reproduce 

all music types without preference. 

My suggestion would be to get a Systemdek //X turntable, Rega 

R8250 tonearm and Goldring Gl022 GX cartridge to sort out your 

front end. Improve the clarity, dynamics and tone colour by replac­

ing the Kenwood with an Audio Innovations Series 700 line inte­

grated and a Pl phono stage. Finally, sell the Mission 753s to a 

victim of marketing hype and get some scale, life and coherence 

with Dali's 104 MS loudspeaker (see Sessions, issue 145). 
Kevin Scoff, Definitive Audio, Nottingham 

Views expressed are those of the dealers concerned and do not reffect Hi·fi Choice editorial policy. 
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Over the years he'll take your car, your 

hard earned cash and years off your life. Do 

you really think it will be any different with 

your Arcam? 

We can confidently predict that you will enjoy 

the top quality soliJ1d of your Arcam Hi-Fi 

separates for many y�ars to come. 

it's a simple enough prediction, when you 

consider just how hard we work to produce 

Hi-Fi of the highest quality. 

Like any good parent, we ensure that our little 

treasures go out into the world with every 

advantage. 

So, before we bid a tearful farewell, the Hi-Fi 

produced at our Cambridge factory must pass 

the most rigorous set of tests, checks and 

double checks. This means that each Arcam 

separate is blessed with a long, active and 

productive life. 

Then again, sonic excellence and reliability are 

bound to feature on all Arcarn products, since 

we design them in fi·om the outset. 

A very pleasing aspect of all this dedication is 

that year after year our products make us rather 

proud with lots of top Hi-Fi industry awards. 

So, do keep a close eye on Junior. He also 

knows quality when he hears it. (Well, you 

can't really blame the little angel for inheriting 

your good taste!) 

On the other hand, you could invest in a lesser 

Hi-Fi system than Arcam ... 

But why deprive yourself, never mind future 

generations' 

ARCAM 

Returu the coupou below to: Arcam, Perubroke Ave. 

Waterbeach, Carnbridge CB5 9PB, Engla11d. 

Or telephone: (01223) 440964 (24 hours) 

Please send nre information 011: (Please rick) 

Arcam amplifiers 0 Area m CD players 
&DACs 

Arcam tuners 0 

AudioOuest cables 0 

Arcam Home Cinema 

and rile nar11e of Ill)' 11earest aurlwrised dealer. 

First Name(s) ..... ........ . 

Surname 

Address .. 

Postcode .. 
SON HFC 6/96 



THEI'RONTEND 

.... We are thinking of a 
new upgrade, changing 
the source first. We prefer 
s i n g le-b o x  p l a y e r s  a n d  
require a digital output since a 
Sony DAT recorder is part of 
the system. Will £1,200 allow 
us to enjoy even further our 
jazz, opera and pop collection? 
Claudio & Gaby, Spain 

The HK6600 (now discontin­

ued) was a big, ballsy amplifier, 
and should work just fine with 

your Keilidhs. The CD player is 
probably due for replacement, 

as you have surmised, and if 
you want to stay in brand, take 
a look at the HD7725 at £799 

(complete with digital output), 

which was thought 'impres­

sively bold and dynamic' in 

issue 124. Also check out the 

Marantz CD-l 0 (not yet 

reviewed by Hi-Fi Choice). 

Brilliant Arcam 

I have just purchased an Arcam 
S270 CD player, which is fan­
tastic. My thoughts for the next 
few steps are to buy a 
Nakamichi DR2 and a Rote! 
RC970BX Mkll preamp and 
two RB-970BX Mkll power 
amps (to be bridged). What are 
your opinions on this so far, 
and what would you suggest to 
help choose some speakers? 
Rupert Cheswright, London 

Do you mean the Arcam Delta 
2 70 CD player? The system 

looks fine on 
paper, though I'd 

probably go for a single 
power amp (unless you have 
unusual power demands), then 
add a second anip when the sys­

tem is up and running, on the 

basis of a proper comparative 

demonstration. Asking for help 

when choosing speakers is a 

good idea. As I'm sure you will 

have guessed, the help should be 

in the form of a specialist dealer 
with proper demonstration facil­

ities. But use our Directory 
(p. 11 7) to make a shortlist. 

Back to the wall 

Although my living room is 15 

x 13 feet, the forced layout of 
furniture means I have no space 
left for floorstanding speakers. 
My present Mission 781 speak­
ers are wall-mounted. 

I am very pleased with the 
sound, but it's rime to upgrade. 
My main source is a Denon 
DCD-1290 CD player, linked 
to an Audiolab 8000A. 

The speakers I have been 
keen on hearing are the B&W 
CDM1s, Matrix 805SVs and 
the Monitor Audio Studio 2s or 
6s. Basically, I am looking for a 
high-quality, small, wall­
mounted speaker in the £600 to 
£1,000 range, with a big, clean 
and wide soundstage. 

Listening to any of these 
loudspeakers seems virtually 
impossible without some prior 
financial commitment. Can you 

Cuddly wall-mounted sound with B&W's CD M Is. 

HI-FT CHOICE 
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HINTS a TIPS 
-- -�-- - -- ----

ARM AND CARTRIDGE SET- UP by Jimmy Hughes 

I last month we looked at turntable set-up; now let's consider tonearms and 

cartridges. The adjustment of height, weight and geometry are of vital 

importance. The stylus tip must be set to play at the optimum pressure and be 

adjusted for correct geometry. The latter can be checked with an alignment pro-

tractor. Most cartridge manufacturers give a range of recommended tracking 

weights, leaving it for you to decide on the optimum downforce. Set too light, and 

you'll experience noise and mistracking distortion during loud passages as the 

stylus desperately tries to maintain contact with the groove wall. Increasing the 

downforce will improve tracking, but set it too heavy and the sound may become 

dull and leaden. 

2 Temperature and humidity affect the optimum stylus pressure, and most 

cartridges prefer working at a relatively high temperature- 70' For 

higher. Related to tracking force there is also bias, or anti-skate, to consider. 

This force is applied laterally to the arm to counter its tendency to swing to the 

centre of the disc. Bias equalises this, but opinions vary as to how much should 

be applied. 

3 Adjusting the bias so that the stylus stays put when placed on a spinning 

blank disc would seem to be ideal, but this does not take stylus profile into 

account; by using this method you typically end up with too much bias. With most 

arms, bias is calibrated with numbers intended to correspond to the playing 

weight in grams. If your cartridge tracks at 1.8g, try setting the bias to 1.8 and 

see how it sounds. 

4 With some pickups you can get a good idea of the ideal bias setting by 

examining the stylus/cantilever assembly from the front and looking to see if 

it is pulled in either direction laterally as the tip touches the groove. If it does, set 

the bias so that the cantilever stays centred. 

5 The height of the arm is also important, as it alters the vertical tracking 

angle (vta) of the stylus. Start with the arm tube parallel to the surface of a 

disc, stylus placed in the groove and platter stationary. If the arm height is set so 

that the tube slopes down to the front (positive vta), the sound will be sharper 

and brighter, possibly harsh if set to high. Set it below parallel and the opposite 

occurs. Because LPs vary in thickness, and discs from the '50s and '60s were cut 

at a 15' angle instead of the 20' angle used in the '70s and beyond, vta setting 

has to be a compromise, although some keen audiophiles have admitted to 

adjusting vta for each LP! 

6 it's vital to ensure that the cartridge fixing bolts are firmly tightened, 

although this should only be done with the arm removed from the turntable 

to avoid stress on the delicate arm bearings. While on the subject of bearings; it's 

important that these offer minimal friction and are free of excessive play. If you 

put the arm into balance and then (with the stylus cover firmly in place) see how 

easily it glides across, this will let you know how good your arm bearings are. 

Bearing adjustment, however, isn't something that you should undertake unless 

you really know what you're doing -leave it to the experts. 

advise? My tastes in music are a 
fairly eclectic mix of pop, rock 
and blues. 
j S Logan, Cleveland 

None of these speakers is espe­
cially suited to wall-mount 
applications, and if you can 
place your eventual choice on 
wall supports that hold them a 
little distance from the walls, 
then so much the better. 

My personal choice would 

be for one of the two B&W 

designs. The SOS is essentially a 
studio monitor, which is happi­

est driven hard and loud, and 

probably the one of the models 
named that is comfortable near 

a wall. The CDMl is a little 

more cuddly and domestically 
proportioned. The MA Studio 
2 has not been tested by Hi-Fi 
Choice, but the 6 has, and it 

was felt to be good, albeit lack­

ing in vigour and drive. Alas 
boundary (wall) use is likely to 

exacerbate this problem. 
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INSTANT SYSTEMS 

We take a great system, then make it better. That's the philosophy behind 

this new series of features, which kicks off as Alan Sircom pays 

a visit to London hi-fi emporium KJ West One. 

0 ver t he years, we have noticed that it 

has become much more important to 
considerhi-fisystemsasa whole. Gone 

are the days when you could simply 
divert 99 per cent of your budget to 
the source and split the last few beans 

between amplifier and speakers. 
Nowadays you'll often come across sys­

tems where the source is king, or where the 

budget is evenly matched, or even where a 

particular amplifier or pair of speakers rakes 
the bulk of the budget. However, this does­

n't mean that anything goes. Indeed, put 

together three products by random selection 
and it's almost a dead cert that you'll be 

advertising in Exchange & Mart before the 
warranty runs our. Even products that have 
received Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy or 
Recommended swing-tags cannot be guar­

anteed to sound good in combination -
assembling a great system is a process of rrial 
and error, but pays dividends in the end. 

This is why we've decided to start a new 
series of features on system-building, where 

we concentrate on the actual products rather 
than formulas or theories. Over the coming 
months, we shall focus on certain systems at 
particular price points, investigate the per­
fect upgrade for an existing system, compare 
packaged audio with separates of similar 
cost, and even transform mid-fi kits into 
srratospheric high-end super-products. Each 

recommendation will be accompanied by 

alternatives where possible. But to start with, 
we will look for the ultimate £1,000 hi-fi sys­

tem, and explore just how far you can expand 
-and what steps you have to take-before 
you need to change every component present 
in your listening room. 
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THE STARTING POINT 

Marantz CD·63 Kl Signature 

Arcam Alpha 6 Plus 

Mordaunt·Short M51 Oi 

£500 

£350 

£140 

G 
urrently, the dealers' favourite CD 
player is  the Marantz C D - 63 KT 
Signature-and with good reason. Only 

recently launched, the superb £500 KT 
Signature has a clarity and versatility that 

make it hard to beat until you approach the 
£1,000 mark. Where previously we would 

have suggested upgrading the CD player 

quickly after the system began to rise in price, 
the K/ Signature stays firmly put. 

Like Maranrz's star CD player, the £350 
Arcam Alpha 6+ amplifier has become a 
hugely popular choice among buyers and 
dealers alike. Although this amp sounded 

rather average in our blind test last month, 

its popularity and strength lie in an ability to 

produce good results from loudspeakers in 

the 'matching' price bracket. 

That price bracket begins at £14 0, with 

the Mordaunt-Short MS1 Oi loudspeaker, of 
particular note when planted on a pair of £70 
Atacama S£24 stands. For those who visited 
the Bristol Sound & Vision Show in February 
this year, the very system described above 
was playing in Mordaunr-Short's own room. 

While subtlety is not really on the 
Marantz/ Arcam/Mordaunt-Short agenda, 

this combination had all the full-on, heads­

down-boogie potential that a hi-fi newcomer 

needs. it also had all the clarity, all the drive 

and all the impact one could possibly use in 
a small room. 

This system comes to life at the sort of lev­
els where most of its price peers begin to pack 

up and run for cover. Consequently, music 
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INSTANT SYSTEMS 

FIRST UPGRADE:£ 1150 
Marantz CD-63 Kl Signature 
Arcam Alpha 6 Plus 
Mission 733 

that screams to be played loud hangs together 
in the room in a manner quire rare at this 
price level. It favours the exciting, rock-ori­
ented end of the spectrum, making discs like 
Nirvana's Nevermind, Rage Against The 
Machine's first album and and Exit Planet 

Dust by The Chemical Brothers sound stun­
ning. If you hanker after a home PA system, 
bur want something with a touch of class, 
then this is the perfect place to start. 

Strengths ancl weaknesses 
Small speakers like the MSl Oi generally need 
bass reinforcement, and are best placed less 
than ten centimetres from a load-bearing 

wall. Similarly, the Atacama stands need to 
be filled to the max with heavy stuff (sand, 
lead shot or steel SoundBytes), then spiked 
and levelled to prevent any rocking. Blu­
Tacking the speakers to the stands is also a 
good idea. If you are diligent about setting 
up the system, the rewards can be massive, 
especially at this level-where any improve­
ment can make the difference between merely 
good and great. 

In fact, this system is far better than it has 

any right to be, especially if used with the 
right ancillaries, such as good interconnect 
and speaker cable, and a decent equipment 
stand. It may seem stupid to suggest a two­
tier Mana table for so prosaic a set of com­
ponents (such a table costs as much as the 
Arcam amp), but the improvements are clear 
even at this level. And it's an upgrade that 
you don't need to replace when you change 
the equipment. 

However, all systems at this price have 
their limitations. Despite being impressive, 
loud and potent, our combination lacks bass 
-especially at low levels, or in big rooms 
-and it can be relentless. How to upgrade 
will therefore become a key question sooner 
or later: is the CD, amp or speaker at fault, 
and how do you correct now without unbal­
ancing the system later? Definitive answers 
will only be forthcoming in a dealer's show­
room, so we called upon KJ West One on a 
bright March morning. Armed with a few 
discs I played the part of the everyday Choice 

reader looking for upgrading advice. 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

Mission733 

van den Hul Clearwater cable 

S
wapping the £140 Mordaunt-Short 
MSlOi for the £300 Mission 733 floor­
stander is a very definite step in the right 

direction - especially with van den Hul 
Clearwater speaker cable and The Source HB 
interconnect (£49.99 per mtr). 

Now, although you can still play at party 
levels, the system has the grace, space, pace 
and bass that the MSJ Oi lacks at low levels. 
Best of all, though, there is neither spit nor 
venom in the treble. Instead, there's a clean­

liness and dryness about the sound that is cul­
tured and civilised, yet the system is still 
capable of rockin' when required. 

The Mission represents the second step in 
a long road of upgrades, and the 
Marantz/ Arcam/Mission combination 
makes for a very good, basic hi-fi system. It 
lacks some ultimate vibrancy, is a trifle 
grainy, and the port can produce a few odd 
quacks. But the slate is wiped clean by the 
system's overall bounce and tidiness. 

As you move up the price lists, it seems as 

if musical tastes are expected to develop 
along similar lines. Our original system is 
superb for playing loud, raucous music at 
high levels, bur it falls down with more fili­
gree acoustic notes. Moving over to the 
Mission 733, acoustic and classical music 
begin to come to the fore. As you climb the 
system ladder still further, compressed, 
processed chart music begins to reveal a few 
chinks in its armour, and drops back in the 
sound quality ranks behind classical and 
more naturally recorded works. This pro­
gression mirrors the development of many 
people's musical tastes: you start out buying 
chart material, bur as you grow older, your 
repertoire expands into more diverse styles 
and artists. Then, some years later, you lis­
ten to your original records and wonder why 
on earth you ever bought them! Probably ... 

THE SECOND UPGRADE 
Pl'oAc Tablette 50 £599 

orB&WCDM1 £600 

T
he next move would be to change either 
the amplifier or loudspeaker, depending 
on requirements. After listening to both 

options in Kj's studio, the speaker was 
deemed more significant than the amp at 
this point. The next stage in the system's 
development involved moving from floor­
standing Mission 733s to heavy stand­
mounted £599 ProAc Tdblette 50s or £600 
B&W CDMls. We even tried the £699 
ProAc Studio 100, bur found the system too 
unbalanced at that point. 

Comparing two similarly-priced loud­
speakers is never easy, but usually you can 
find areas where one suits your tastes more 
than another. In my case, the extra extension 
and control of the B&W CDMl could not 
compare with the ProAc Tablette SO's sheer 
presence and stunning in-room imagery. 
Whatever these tiny speakers lacked in 
absolute bass, they more than made up for 
in stunning, three-dimensional images. 

On the face of it, the B&W speakers had 
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the upper hand: it is easy to see why they are 
so popular- and how they won last year's 
EISA award! A ported, two-way design with 
a tweeter unit standing proud from the cab­
inet, the CDMl's styling is distinctive and 
classy. The sound produced is similarly up­
to-date and stylish, with stunning bass from 
a small speaker and the sort of precision that 
makes B&W such a driving force in the stu­
dio monitor world. 

By contrast, the ProAc Tablette 50 is 
almost boring in its styling. This is a simple, 
small and square two-way speaker with a 
beautiful finish and two small, rear ports. 
Although it has a very definite, warm, box 
coloration, the sound produced is completely 
liberated from the enclosures, creating 

images that jump into the room. 
The difference between the two speak­

ers is clear, but one is not intrinsically bet­
ter than the other. The B&W is a paragon 
of analysis, detail and control, while the 
ProAc has the more rose-tinted view of 
music and near-magical soundstaging. 
Consequently, being an incurable romantic, 
I preferred the ProAc vision of loudspeak­
erness. You may choose differently, espe­
cially if you seek an absolutely clear view 
into the recording studio. 

THE THIRD UPGRADE 
Audlolab 80005 £650 
DPA Slink cable £41 
or Audlon Silver•wlre Blue interconnect 

£150/m 

T
he next upgrade will start to reveal lim­
itations in the system's electronics. 
Neither speaker will force the pace of 

change, but the improvement brought about 
by another amplifier will make a lot of sense 
as soon as you hear it. 

KJ's next step was to slot in an Audiolab 
8000S in place of the Arcam Alpha 6 Plus. 
A cautious Recommendation in our May 
issue, the line-only, remote-controlled, £650 
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8000S was at once more controlled and less 
sterile-sounding than the classic 8000A. 

In the context of K]'s demonstration, 
using the Marantz CD-63 Kl Signature as 
source and ProAc Tablette 50s as transduc­
ers, the system became much smoother and 
softer sounding. The hackneyed 'lifting of 
veils' analogy suddenly seemed appropriate, 
as a layer of grain and grit disappeared from 
the presentation. 

Obviously, the extra power and grip 
bestowed by the Audiolab makes for a tighter 
focus and the potential to play considerably 
louder. But more significantly, the entire 
acoustic space in which the instruments now 
exist is dramatically increased and far more 

clearly defined. These improvements make 

listening much more of a pleasure than it was 
through the Arcam, even for a set of jaded 
journalist's ears. 

The all-pervading sense of control is espe­
cially strong in the upper bass, which is sig­
nificantly cleaner and tighter than the 
Arcam's best attempt. While the bass appears 

INSTANT SYSTEMS 

leaner to the newcomer at first, it soon 
becomes clear that it is, in fact, deeper and 
more ordered, and what you're hearing is the 
absence of artificial upper-bass bloom. This 
makes the whole musical experience a little 
more wholesome, and creates an in-room 
presence that is truly excellent. 

Another minor improvement at this point 
was to experiment with different types of 
interconnect cables. Starting by swapping 
the vdH cable for DPA Slink, the system 
became a little cleaner and more detailed, but 
it may prove to be slightly too forward for 
some tastes. Swapping to Audion's Silver­

wire Blue cable was a far better bet. It ini­
tially sounded softer than Slink, but this soft­
ness was due less to lack of drive or impact, 
and more to a cleaner, sweeter treble and 
more extended bass. 

THE FOURTH UPGRADE 

Audion Sterling £699 

N
ext, KJ's Les Wong replaced the 
Audiolab 8000S with an amplifier far 
more specialised, but no more expensive. 

Substituting the Audiolab 8000S for a £699 

Audion Sterling amplifier brought a superb 
emotive quality to the music, the like of 
which is an extremely rare experience out­
side the high-end. 

As with our original system, this combi­
nation sounds a lot better than you'd expect. 
This time, however, there are some very 
rational reasons why. The amplifier is not an 
integrated design, but a single-input, single­
ended valve power amp with a volume knob 
on the front. While you normally improve the 
overall sound by taking a preamp out of the 
equation, the amplifier becomes very diffi­
cult to use for people with more than one 

source, and using a control preamp (of any 
kind) will change the sound. In addition, the 
llW (on a good day) power output from a 
pair of single-ended EL34s is not meant to 
be powerful enough to drive a pair of low­
ish efficiency ProAc Tab 50s. 

Although you won't experience any 
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heavyweight loudness or find much grunt 

beyond the volume control's half way point, 

the sound will have such refinement and 

grace that these will seem like minor com­

promises. The amazing coherence, the abil­
ity to create pin-point, box-free images, and 
the excellent unforced detail contribute to 
make this a system that appears distinctly 

greater than the sum of its parts. 

It besrows the music with a sense of real­

world weight and scale, and the dynamic 

shading on offer almost makes you forget 

you're listening to hi-fi. The only reservation 

I have about the sound is that it opts for nat­
uralness over drive and pace. Thus, Metallica 
and the like sounded aggressively bright, 

instead of just aggressive. The pace and 
rhythm kids, raised on silicon pop through 
transisrorised hi-fi, may find this tube stuff 

a little too mature for their tastes. Those 

with less rigid preferences will feel that the 

system sings like a diva. 

Hl-FI CHOICE 
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THE FINAL UPGRADE 

ProAc Studio 100 £699 

T
he final step in the chain is a very optional 

one, given that it involves a very small 
price d ifference. However, swapping the 

ProAc Tablette 50 for the bigger £699 Studio 

100 adds more bass and vocal projection. It 
also adds a whole heap of warmth, which 

might be too much for some tastes- espe­

cially if you were considering using a 

turntable and disc stage instead of a CD 

player. As the difference in price between the 

two pairs of ProAcs is only £100, we would 

not class this as an upgrade per se- it's more 
an option you might go for as you select the 

loudspeakers. Just keep in mind that the 

Studio 100 did not work as well with the 
Arcam Alpha 6 Plus. Thus, since the ProAc 

Studio 100 won't shine with a lesser ampli­

fier, perhaps the step is perhaps not as illog­

ica I as it may seem. � 

Conclusions 

You'll notice that each improvement, 

though greatly beneficial, doesn't repre­

sent a massive increase in cash. Many of 

these upgrades could be eliminated within 

one demonstration, as you might opt for 

the better system at the beginning rather 

than cutting corners at the start and 

regretting it later. If you're wondering why 

there were no massive price increases, it's 

because they would normally put the sys­

tem too dramatically out of balance. As our 

system stands at the end of this upgrade 

path, with a Marantz CD-63 Kl Signature, 

an Audion Sterling power amp and a pair 

of either ProAc Tablette 50 or Studio 100 

speakers, we find ourselves at the point 

where high-end audio beckons. From here, 

there are no limits as you take small steps 

forward at each point. Adding a more up­

market CD player would not have made 

such an obvious improvement before the 

last few iterations of the system - but 

now it would be the next logical step. 

However, replacing the Kl Signature with 

something appreciably better would proba­

bly cost you at least £1,000- or more. 

Thanks to the sophistication of the 

upgrade path offered by KJ or any good 

dealer, at no point does the system sound 

as if it actually needs an upgrade. Yet, by 

listening to KJ's alternatives, you realise 

the potential of every enhancement along 

the way. This is the sure sign of truly top­

flight system-building: if, while you are on 

the upgrade path, you feel the need to 

speed the process along, then you're not 

doing it right. Just like another leisure 

pursuit practised by men and women up 

and down the country ... 

Contacts 
Arcam: A&R Cambridge (Arcam) Ltd., Pembroke 

Avenue, Denny Industrial Centre, Waterbeach, 

Cambridge CB5 9PB. m (01223) 440964 

Audio/ab: Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd., 
Spitfire Close, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, 
Cambs PEJB 6XY. m(01480)52521 

Audion: Alema (UIQ Ltd, 25 Montefiore Road, Hove, 

Brighton BN3 1RD. _ _ __ � .f.�1273) 2026J!. 
B&W: B&W Loudspeakers Ltd., Mar/borough Rd, 

Churchill Industrial Estate, Lancing, West Sussex 

BN15 8TR. m (01903) 750750 

Marantz: Marantz hi-fi UK Ltd, Kingsbridge House, 

Padbury Oaks, 575-583 Bath Road, Longford, 

Middlesex, UB7 OEH. m (01753) 680868 
Mordaunt-Short: Mordaunt-Short Ltd, 3 Ridgway, 

Havant, Hame.shire P09 1JS. m (01705) 407722 

ProAc: DNA Marketing, Bluefields, Spy Lane, Loxwood, 

W. SussexRH15 0SS. m (01403) 753180 

KJ West One 26 New Cavendish St, London 

W1M 7LH. m (0171) 487 3452 
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All shops are closed on Mondays 

AMONGST 
THIS MONTH'S 
SPECIAL OFFERS ... 
Basingstoke 

Item Type Price New/Sale £ 

A&R A60 Amplifier S/hand 195 75 
ARCAM Alpha 6 CD CD player S/hand 599 499 
LINN lntek Amplifier S/hand 399 249 

Helix 2 + Ku std. Spkrs/standsS/hand 549 349 
MARANTZ CD 52 CD player S/hand 229 125 
MUSICAL FIDELITY B1 Amplifier S/hand 199 149 
NAIM 62/140 Pre/power S/hand 1050 695 
ROTEL RCD865 CD player S/hand 299 175 
SONY MHCEX5 Mini System New 499 399 
TECHNICS SLPG440 CD player S/hand 199 119 

Cheltenham 
BOSTON VR20 Speakers Ex-dem 349 299 
CELESTION 5000 Speakers S/hand 960 390 

Impact 23 Speakers Ex-dem 299 259 
KEF Model 1 (blk) Speakers Ex-dem 1100 950 

050 (blk) Speakers New 529 479 
LINN Sekrit (grey) Speakers New 298 258 
MERIDIAN 504 Tuner S/hand 660 550 
MISSION 733 (blk) Speakers S/hand 299 230 
SENNHEISER HD560 11 H'phones S/hand 139 99 
SONY TCK630 Cass. Deck S/hand 299 175 

Oxford 
CANON sso AV speakers Ex-dem 349 199 
CELESTION Impact 10 Speakers New 129 109 

Impact 15 Speakers New 199 169 
DENON PMA350 Amplifier B Grade 230 180 
MISSION 752B Speakers Ex-dem 499 429 

753R/W Speakers Ex-dem 799 699 
MONITOR AUDIO MA202 Speakers Ex-dem 450 350 
ROTEL RCD965BX disc. CD player Ex-dem 425 300 

RCD940AX CD player Ex-dem 249 199 
RT940 Tuner Ex-dem 199 169 

Gants Hill 
DEN ON DRM540 Cass deck Ex-dem 159 129 

DCD825 CD player B grade 239 199 
MARANTZ PM34 Amplifier S/hand 149 94 
ROTEL RA935BX Amplifier S/hand 225 175 
SONY MHC EX5 Mini system Ex-dem 499 399 

MHC EX9 AV AV Mini sys. Ex-dem 799 599 
TECHNICS RSBX601 Cass. deck Ex-dem 249 199 
YAMAHA NCS110 Centre spkr S/hand 149 99 

CDX580 CD player New 229 179 

know you won't flnd better service. 
• We know you won't find a better sound. 
• But if you find a better price, let us 

know and as long as we can verify it 
we'll be happy to match it. Plus you will 
still get our 3 YEAR Guarantee*. 

* 2 Year on TV /Video/Mini Systems • I Year on Portables 

Enfield 
ARCAM Black Box 5 DAC S/hand 450 170 
AURA SP50 Speakers S/jhand 400 280 
CELESTION CS135 Sub S/hand 130 75 
KEF Model 3 (blk) Speakers Ex-dem 2000 1500 
KENWOOD EX-DEM STOCK. SILLY PRICES. PLEASE PHONE 
MARANTZ CD75 CD player S/hand 400 50 
MICRDMEGA CD3.1 CD Trans. Ex-dem 1500 1200 
MISSION Gyrus 1 Amplifier S/hand 250 150 

737R Spkrs/stand S/hand 299 99 
PIONEER PD103 CD player S/hand 150 90 
SONY TAF540E Amplifier S/hand 250 140 

YAMAHA YES! 
WAS NOW 

CDX480 CD player new 
CDX580 CD player new 
KX480 Cassette deck new 

199 169 
249 209 
199 169 

W. Hampstead 
EXPOSURE XV Amplifier S/hand 699 439 
MARANTZ PM55SE Amplifier New 249 199 

ST55L Tuner New 149 119 
SR45 Receiver New 249 199 

MICROMEGA DUO BS2 CD player S/hand 649 399 
MISSION 73C Centre Skpr S/hand 149 89 
ROTEL RT950BX Tuner Ex-dem 250 200 
SONY STS320 Tuner S/hand 179 79 

TCK561S Cass. deck Ex-dem 250 150 
MHCEX5 Mini system New 499 399 

YAMAHA DSPA2070 AV Amplifier S/hand 1099 699 

Swindon 
LINN Kan 11 \blk) Speakers S/hand 500 250 

Majik ( ine level) Amplifier Ex-dem 725 500 
MERIDIAN 206 CD player S/hand 999 499 
MISSION 781 (blk) Speakers S/hand 250 155 
NAD 602 Cass. deck Ex-dem 200 180 

701 Receiver Ex-dem 290 260 
ROTEL RT950BX Tuner Ex-dem 250 210 

RT940BX Tuner Ex-dem 190 150 
YAMAHA DSPA970 AV Amplifier Ex-dem BOO 720 

Please check availability before travelling. 
We can transfer products to a branch near you. 

* Demonstration rooms at all branches * Part Exchange 

* 7 Day Exchange of goods and 30 day Free Upgrades ;t�j 
* Mail Order and Export service ij·.�l\t.VIi@!l 

* 3 year guarantee on all hi-fi separates (transferable to any BADA member) 

*We are founder members ofBADA and your deposits are fully BADA Bonded 

* We offer Interest Free Credit (0% APR) on selected items 

E mail us at: hifi@audio-t.co.uk 

lrl �OME ri1 

�u ... �� 
Home Cinema 
products available 
at all branches 

E&OE 



SILVERADO I 

Silver 
I 

Lin 1ngs 
Alan Sircom does the 

sand dance with a brand 

new speaker, whose basic 

principles hail back to 

Wharfedale's golden years. 

G 
ilbert Briggs was the king 
of loudspeakers. His 
legacy lives on in the shape 
of the many speaker 
designers who worked 
under him, but also in their 

s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t o r s .  
Occasionally, though, a speaker 
springs up that has no personal con­
nection to the great Wharfedale 
designer, but nonetheless has his mark 
stamped all over it. 

Anyone familiar with Briggs's 
extensive published work will have 
come across the concept of the beach­
filled baffle. As far as Briggs was con­
cerned, the ultimate baffle would con­
sist of a front and back panel separated 
by plenty of sand. A mass-loaded baf­
fle resonates at a point far outside the 

20Hz-20kHz audio band. To improve 
the imagery of the loudspeakers, the 
baffle would be unusually wide, so 
that no nearby edges could break up 
the sound waves as they radiate out 
from the drive units. 

And so it is, more or less, with the 
£1,995 Silverado 1 speaker. This is a 
25litre two-way ported speaker that 
is slightly larger than an Epos ES11, 

but which has double-skinned, sand­
filled side panels. The front and rear 
panels are more conventional single 
sheets of MDF - but they are some 
SOmm thick. Even the top and bottom 
panels are attended to, being mass­
loaded with sheets of lead. The com­
bination of this huge, heavy box and 
custom-made Target stands gives the 
Silverado the appearance of some­
thing like a ProAc Response One 'S' 
on steroids. The Silverado 1 is finished 
in a sumptuous black piano gloss, 
however, or an optional hand-painted 

HI-FI CHOICE 

lapis lazuli effect for those who seek 
a more luxurious look. 

The it;terior of the Silverado 1 is 
similarly dripping in overkill, with felt 
and rubber damping sheets applied to 
all internal surfaces. Conventional 
internal bracing is abandoned in 
favour of cross-bracing using coach 
bolts. If cars were this solidly built, 
90mph head-on collisions would 
barely scratch their paintwork- and 
a Mini Cooper would weigh about as 
much as the space shuttle. 

As a result of all this work on the 
cabinets, reviewing the Silverado 1 

speaker should merely involve a cri­
tique of the Dynaudio drive units, the 
cables and the crossover network. 
However, things aren't quite that sim­
ple, for the designers at Silverado have 
managed to overcome the quack that 
has long been considered inherent to 
the Dynaudio bass unit. 

The 28mm fabric dome tweeter 
and 170mm plastic mid/bass unit fit­
ted on the Silverado 1 are almost as 
thick as the front baffle itself, but any 
minor worries about drive unit inser­
tion are negated by a pair of external 
crossover networks. These are simple 
first-order affairs, using very high­
quality components. 

The Silverado's tonal balance is hard 
to pin-point. It's so uncoloured and 
neutral that it nearly sounds boring, and 
rockin' timing freaks will want to steer 
clear as it has no great accent. lt could 
be argued, however, that because of its 
lack of emphasis on timing, the 
Silverado 1 is all the more honest. 

If you're after one hell of a wide 
image, the Silverado 1 is your box. In 
a small room, it may sound a bit 
stretched, but in the size of listening 
room that can effectively swallow 
speakers of this size, the image is high, 
wide and deep. Once again, the elec­
trostatic benchmark springs to mind, 
especially as there is no spitchiness 
from the tweeter. Considering the 
Silverado's size, it gives good, but not 
bone-crunching bass. In a small room, 
there will be little problem with bass 
depth, and - unlike most high-end 
speakers - it does not overload the 
room with boom. 

STATEMENTS 

Like many a 
fledgling high-end 
loudspeaker manu­
facturer, Silverado 
has set its sights on 
the Wilson System 

V as the reference 
point to beat. Play a 
System V and a 
Silverado 1 back-to­
back and the extra 
bass, vibrancy and 
transparency will 
justify the expense 
of the System V. 

However, from 
memory, both 
have a broadly 
similar tonal (read 
natural) balance and 
i n s i g h t .  The A m e r i c a n  
design offers more insight into 
a system's shortcom-
ings, but that's not 
to say that the 
Silverado's vision 
is obscured by 
fog. And when it 
comes to deter­
mining small dif­
f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  
cables, the Silverado's sep-

arate crossover box makes for 
superior tests. 

I believe that the Silverado 1 needs 
an amplifier with some grunt behind 
it; without suitable bottom-end mus­
cle, there is a tendency toward lack of 
control. The Silverado 1 works well 
with valve amps like the conrad-john­
son MV-55, however, so this is 'real­
world' low-end control- the ampli­
fication to go with this speaker does 
not need to have grip and power in the 
same way that a Krell does. 

There are a lot of good things to 
say about the Silverado 1. Its coach­
building is a sign of uncommon qual­
ity. The sound quality- with a few 
very minor reservations- is first rate 
and very high-end. At the price, this 
speaker makes a lot of sense. � 

Silverado, 128 Clitherow Avenue, 
Hanwe/1, London Wl 2BX 

E (0181) 567 0260 

High End pretensions, 
moi'? The Silverado I, 

with its external 

crossover box. 
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W
elcome to the 1996 British Hi-Fi 

Awards, unique among other maga­

zines' hi-fi awards because you, the 

readers, have decided which products win! 

You'll have seen the voting form in a select 

handful of magazines over the past few months­

including Hi-Fi Choice, Home Entertainment, Q, 

Mojo and The Gramophone. Additional voting 

forms were available in a broad cross-section of 

hi-fi dealers in order that the public at large could 

have its say in the voting. 

The shortlists were compiled as follows. 

Manufacturers submitted products as potential 

nominees to the British Federation of Audio. From 

these, just three contenders from each category 

were shortlisted by the editorial team of Hi-Fi 

Choice. The three nominees in each category were 

printed on the voting form, and you, the readers, 

ticked off your favourites. The voting forms were 

collated by an independent body, and the winning 

products are displayed over the next 21 pages. 

One award was held back for the Hi-Fi Choice 

team. This year we have introduced a new cate­

gory: the Editor's Award for Outstanding Hi-Fi 

Product of the Year. This award highlights a trend­

setting component that, in our opinion, demon­

strates exceptional innovation. 

Where possible, we have indicated the original 

review of each award winner, and you will find 

further details in our new-look Directory (starting 

on page 117), which explains how to use our 

instant fax-back service (page 116). Enjoy! 

HOW TO USE THESE AWARDS WHEN BUYING HI·FI. 

Each award-winning product has been selected by 
your peers as being the finest in its class. However, 
to fully determine how well these excellent products 
suit your own tastes, you must pay a visit to your 
nearest dealer for an audition. 

ning equipment is no guarantee of great sound. 

These products are the perfect starting-point for 

a top-flight system, but putting together prize-win-

Use these award-winning products, in associa­

tion with Best Buy and Recommended components 

listed in our Directory, to make a shortlist. Then find 

your nearest specialist dealer (using our Dealer 

Directory, page 147), and follow the advice given in 

our special buyin'g feature on page 118. 

CD players below £250 44 AV speaker systems below £750 

CD players above £250 45 AV speaker systems above £750 

Tuners below £250 47 Subwoofers 

Tuners above £250 48 Hi·fi speakers below £200 

Cassette decks below £250 A9 Hi·fi speakers £201 to £500 

Cassette decks above £250 50 Hi·fi speakers above £500 

Integrated amplifiers below £300 51 Complete systems below £1,000 

Integrated amplifiers above £300 52 Complete systems above £1,000 

Pre/power amplifiers 53 Hi-fi accessories 

AV amplifiers below £350 55 Editor's Award for Outstanding 

AV amplifiers above £350 56 Hi-Fi Product of the Year 

57 

58 

59 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 
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Denon DCD-825 
0 he £240 Denon DCD-825 received 

a Recommendation back in 

December 1994. Like earlier 

models, such as the DCD-625, the '825 is 

Japanese-built in collaboration with UK 

designers, to give it the 'British' sound. 

And what a sound it produces. The 

DCD-825 is one of the most colourful per­

formers around, especially at its reason­

able price. Its beefy, solid performance will 

enliven the most bass-light systems, while 

capture the thrill of the moment. 

Although it uses standard components, 

as seen in most low-cost Denon products, 

the DCD-825 has been dramat ically 

improved in important ways, evinced in the 

use of special hi-fi hot-rod tweaks like 

Cerafine capacitors and PMI op-amps. 

Despite this you'll find that the DCD-825 is 

not disgraced in the ease-of-use depart­

ment: essential convenience features like 

track programming, display switching and 

its zest and vivacity always manage to volume control are all present and correct. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

PIONEER PD-S703 (£250) 

Reviewed Issue 137 

JVC XL-V284 (£ 140) 

Reviewed Issue 14 7 
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Naim Audio C 03 
ewarded with a Recommendation 

in this issue, the Naim CD3 has 

been receiving praise from all and 

sundry since its launch two years ago. 

Designed to fit snugly into Nairn's entry­

level system, C03 has an alarming ability 

to outperform some seriously expensive 

CD players, thanks to its uncompromis­

ingly musical delivery. 

Naim thoroughly re-engineers every 

aspect of tried-and-tested multi-bit tech-

distinctive as it is great sounding. Most 

noticeable is the manually operated, swing­

arm CD tray, and the magnetic puck that 

keeps the CD in place. Add a dearth of 

superfluous features and DIN sockets, and 

_you've got one iconoclastic player. 

The sound quality makes up for any 

eccentricities. Eschewing the niceties of 

hi-fi in favour of good, basic, earthy deliv­

ery, the Naim Audio CD3 should be high 

on the list of priorities for anyone who's 

nology to produce a CD player that is as more interested in music than audio. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

Arcam Alpha 6 (£600) 

Reviewed Issue 155 

Meridian 508 20-bit (£ 1 ,685) 

Not Yet Reviewed 



3:>IOH:> A�lSnCNI 3Hl 

I:J! OOOl HS /J! OOOl HS 606 HS 058 HS 909 HS 05lHS 

SR 250 

Q 

S6, 1da5 'l!d-!H lBI/M -,···sseq lniJaMod pue 1SBJ e 41!M Jeep 
pue dsp� il11nmneaq s1 s,o�ue111/\ a41 JO punos 84.L. tJ! OOOc 1:15 

S6, 'AON 'l!d-!H lBI/M .... . .  Bu1ua1S11 01 41dap 
papaaU-4:JnW 5U!Jq pue �lsnw 84J JnO uado 01 81qif, IJ! ooot 1:15 

c6. oaa 'l!d-!H 1e11M -,u1e6Jeq e S606�S a41 a�ew 
01 46noJ4l UIM a�ud poo5 841 pue pueqp1w aJBin:JIJJB ue .. ·, 606 1:15 

... and tune into the experience of 
Vivanco hi-fi headphones. 

Whatever your favourite sounds, whatever the decibel 
level, Vivanco make the 'phones you'll prefer. 
Head for a natural sounding impression of space with the 
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latest In-Front Localisation sets, or the transparent 
sound quality of the SR 850s. For pure acoustic plea­
sure, comfort and durability - from £25 to £140 - make 
your choice ... 

. .. you won't turn Vivanco down. 

SR 606 SR 850 Call 01442 231616 for more details SR 909 SR 1000 if/ SR 2000 if/ 

0 
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Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 
0 he AM/FM Alpha 5 Plus tuner is 

a perfect match for the rest of 

the Arcam Alpha range, but as a 

quality stand-alone tuner, it is the first 

choice for those in need of good radio 

reception. While at £220 it is more 

expensive than starter tuners, its sound 

quality and compatibility with less-than­

perfect aerials are well above the perfor­

mance of lower-priced models. 

The Arcam Alpha 5 Plus, tested in 

issue 142, offers the radio lover no less 

than 24 user-programmable presets, and 

an LED meter to accurately judge the 

strength of the incoming radio signal. lt 

also sports a simple yet exceptionally 

clear display. 

And then there's the sound quality, 

which positively bristles with zest and 

musical coherence. When you ally these 

qualities to the superb manufacturing val­

ues of Arcam, the whole Alpha 5 Plus 

package remains extremely difficult to 

beat at the price. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

DENON TU-215RD (£ 1 50) 

Not Yet Reviewed 

HOTEL RT935AX (£ 160) 

Not Yet Reviewed 
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Audiolab 8000T 
0 

ew nominees had so clear a lead 

over their rivals as the Audiolab 

BOOOT. In fairness, rivals stood 

little chance against this unilaterally well­

received AM/FM tuner, which achieved a 

Best Buy from Hi-Fi Choice in issue 1 20. 

In these days, when the tuner is a more 

esoteric product than before, the BOOOT 

resplendent with every indicator the tuner 

buff would ever need (Radio Data System 

text excepted) , the Audiolab BOOOT has 

still been designed from the ground up 

with top quality sound in mind. Even the 

usually perfunctory and largely ignored 

AM section is state-of-the-art. 

Above all, however, the Audiolab 

is arguably the greatest airwave plucker BOOOT has a superlative sound quality 

of the '90s. allied to a textbook technical perfor-

Brimming with useful functions, such mance, which puts it streets ahead of the 

as 39 presets and a large LCD display rest of the tuner market. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

CYRUS FM7 (£.400) 

Reviewed Issue 142 

ARCAM Delta 280 (£400) 

Reviewed Issue 120 
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Denon DRS-640 
0 he Denon DRS-640 stormed 

ahead of the runners-up in this 

category, just as it did in our listen­

ing test, when it achieved a very confident 

Best Buy. Then, this unique deck won over 

our reviewers with its smooth and well­

adjusted sound. Now, the sheer quality of 

the single-deck, drawer-loading player has 

From a stylistic point of view, the slim-line 

design and eo-style drawer makes the 

ORS-640 a good match with most CD 

players and amplifiers on the market. 

While other decks in the price range 

.offer three-head flexibility, Dolby S noise 

reduction or exotic displays, the more con­

ventional two-headed ORS-640 eschews 

proved its worth with the public, too. faddy gimmicks in favour of simple facilities 

A drawer-loading mechanism is rare and a very robust construction. Unlike 

among cassette recorders, and echoes many cassette decks at the price, the 

Denon's ventures into digital audio tape. DRS-640 is a player built to last. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

PHILIPS DCC730 (£250) 

Not Yet Reviewed 

JVC TD-W218 (£ 1 70) 

Not Yet Reviewed 



Pioneer D-05 
0 

he best cassette deck above 

£250 is not a cassette deck- it's 

a OAT recorder! lt would seem 

that news of OAT's death in the domestic 

field has been greatly exaggerated; if any­

thing, the format has blossomed into a 

high-technology mainstay of the hard-core 

audio enthusiast. 0-05, a scaled-down 

version of the battleship 0-07, is the bud­

get baby in Pioneer's trio of high-sam­

pling-rate digital audio tape machines. 

Pioneer's 96kHz system doubles the 

sampling frequency of conventional OAT, 

leading to a drastic improvement in sound 

quality. For the dedicated user, this gain 

more than outweighs the fact that high­

sampling OATs are incompatible with 

lesser, non-HS-OAT machines. 

lt is not cheap, but the Pioneer 0-05 is 

an excellent solution for archiving your 

precious analogue recordings. And if 

Japan is anything to go by, we're due for 

an avalanche of bootleg, pre-recorded 

96kHz OATs any day now. Hmmm ... 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

PIONEER CT-S830S (£500) 

Reviewed Issue 146 

JVC TD-V662 (£270) 

Reviewed Issue 146 



Musical Fidelity E 1 0 
0 ew British companies have made 

as much impact in the mid-price 

arena as Musical Fidelity. From 

the humble and hot At to the basic but 

ballsy Bt, Musical Fidelity has made many 

amplifiers that have bolstered the 

systems of the audiophile on a budget. 

sound that is more commonly associated 

with high-end valve amplifiers. 

The E t 0 has three line inputs, a mov­

ing-magnet phono input, two tape inputs, 

a headphone socket and a tape monitor 

circuit. At the same time, it is not laden 

down with tone controls or the fancy fea-

Today's EtO follows in that tradition, as tures that often weigh down amplifiers at 

we found in issue 154. this price. Finally, and this will be impor-

A minimalist amplifier design, with a tant for those who seek a complete style 

glossy facia that is positively bereft of injection, the E t 0 is partnered by a match-

knobs, the E t 0 has the sort of soft, warm ing E-series CD player and tuner. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

PIONEER A-400X (£300) 

Review·ed Issue 138 

H/K HK 61 0 (£200) 

Reviewed Issue 149 
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Cyrus Ill 

0 
he third incarnation of a classic 

amp, the Gyrus Ill is a tour de force 

of both technology and sound. 

Under the hood you'll find microprocessors 

and surface-mount components by the 

score, with full star-earthing as a matter of 

course. An output of 55 Watts is available, 

magnet vinyl disc input for those who still 

enjoy listening to records. On audition, the 

Gyrus Ill comes across as a vigorous ampli­

fier, with a naturally balanced, vivid, articulate 

midrange, sandwiched between firm bass 

and a delightfully sparkling, sweet treble. 

With the best recordings it offers surpris-

all under the control of an infra-red handset, ingly subtle detailing for an amp of this price. 

or a front-panel volume knob that doubles Designed with ergonomics, long-term 

as a balance control. A ring of green LEDs reliability and musical enjoyment in mind, the 

keeps the user informed at all times. Gyrus Ill should slip effortlessly into a wide 

There are four line inputs and a moving- variety of quality systems. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

TECN'«:S SU-A900MK2 (£450) 

Reviewed Issue 138 

NAIM Nait 3 (£550) 

Reviewed Issue 1 54 
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Audiolab 80000/SOOOM 
e 

udiolab's 80000 preamplifier 

and 8000M monoblok amplifiers 

represent the zenith of this reput­

able brand's range, and their internal 

design is typically a reflection of the 

latest in leading-edge technology. 

The 80000 manages to route and 

amplify signals without using capacitors, 

thanks to its innovative, proprietary Zq cir­

cuitry. Technically speaking, this arrange­

ment dynamically stabilises the preamp's 

DC offset - in case you were wondering! 

The solid 8000M power amps use 

Sanken transistors to produce 1 50W per 

side, and are capable of bursts of 280W 

into one Ohm. They also feature variable 

input loading to accommodate a variety of 

preamps and interconnects. 

This combo has a commanding sound, 

crystallised by an ability to create solid, 

focused, articulate images. it is best suited 

to the raw energy of rock, where its 

authoritative grip over the music tran­

scends all other hi-fi parameters. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

MUSICAL FIDELITY F15/F22 

(£2,898) • Not Yet Reviewed 

R01B. RC-/RB-970BX2 

(£399.95) • Reviewed Issue 144 
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Denon AVR-900 
0 

enon's introduction to the world sports three separate Dolby Pro-Logic 

of surround sound is the A VR- modes, as well as two Digital Signal 

900. This complete AV amplifier Processing options for those who have 

has everything you need for a home cine- always dreamed of living in a concert hall 

ma system, yet those in the know reckon it or 'live' venue. 

has enough finesse for audiophiles, too - On' the audio side, t�ings are equally 

when played at decent volumes. rosy. Not only is there a full remote control, 

Unlike many budget multi-channel 

amplifiers, the A VR-900 offers a beefy 60 

Watts power output to each of the three 

front channels, and still finds 15 Watts for 

the all-important rear speakers. The 900 

but the specification also includes an 

AM/FM tuner with 40 presets. For anyone 

contemplating a mid-price system with a 

strong AV flavour, the A VR-900 is the per­

fect place to start. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

HARMAN/KARDON AVI100 

(£300) Not Yet Reviewed 

JVC AX-V6 (£230) 

Not Yet Reviewed 



Arcam Xeta One 
e 

ream's Xeta One is the first and 

so far the only aii-British Do/by 

Pro-Logic amplifier. That may well 

account for its discreet 'hi-fi' styling, and 

an extremely professional approach to 

amplification. All three front speakers in a 

Pro-Logic configuration are driven by the 

from JRC, and a separate digital delay 

doing the honours on the rear effects 

channels. A comprehensive array of audio 

and video socketry means that your whole 

AV system can be routed through the Xeta 

One, and surround levels can be set via 

the on-screen display. 

same circuits that power Arcam's 290P What you get with your movies is the 

audiophi/e power amp. power to shake furniture and portray 

, You'll find a similar level of technology action with frightening realism, but not at 

deployed in surround-sound processing. the expense of sonic finesse. Who needs 

Here there's a premium Pro-Logic chip a cinema when you can have Xeta One? 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

MERIDIAN 541 (£995) 

Not Yet Reviewed 

DENON AVC-2800 (£800) 

Not Yet Reviewed 
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Celestion Style 

G 
elestion's home cinema package And the angular styling of these prod-

isn't called Style for nothing. Each ucts is not simply cosmetic. The curvilinear 

product in the Style speaker range cabinets are designed to minimise standing 

has been designed with aesthetics strongly waves and resonance within. 

in mind. Striking looks even extend to the All the Style products, except for the 

angular speaker stands! Little 1s, are magnetically shielded to pre-

The package comprises MP1 multi- vent damaging the colour balance of a near-

purpose loudspeakers for front channels, 

the appropriately-named Little 1 loudspeaker 

for the rear channels, the CSW Mk If pow­

ered subwoofer, and the CSC centre 

channel speaker. 

by screen. Even the subwoofer is screened, 

which would be extraordinary even in a 

more expensive unit. So simply add an AV 

amplifier for sophisticated and. complete 

home cinema sound! 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

GLL Arena (£400) 

Not Yet Reviewed 

CANON SKT1/SKT2 (£250) 

Not Yet Reviewed 



KEF 60S, 80C, 308 
EF's latest and most stylish home 

theatre speaker package is made 

up of the 60S satellite for front 

left/right and surround applications, the BOC 

centre channel and the 308 subwoofer. 

The 60S is an extremely flexible unit, 

with its own integral mounting bracket. lt 

uses KEF's Uni-0 coaxial drive-unit tech­

nology in a bass-reflex, magnetically-shield­

ed enclosure. The BOC uses the same dri­

ver technology in a horizontal, twin-reflex 

port design, which will sit above or below 

the screen. The 308 subwoofer is an 

active design, with built-in 1 OOW amplifi­

cation driving a 30cm cone, which will take 

you down to 45Hz without trying. 

This is one of the more stylish surround 

packages you can buy. The moulded plas­

tic cabinets give the system a modern, 

organic feel, which contrasts with the boxy 

shape of many speakers. The 308 purveys 

bass without making a fuss about it, and 

doesn't lose sight of the need to keep 

good time with music. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

POLK AUDIO RT8 (£ 1 ,079) 

Not Yet Reviewed 

JAMO THX System (£2,500) 

Not Yet Reviewed 
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REL Storm 
0 

ittle needs to be said about the 

sensational REL range of sub­

woofers. Before REL, subwoofers 

were sneered upon by the UK press, but 

now they're an everyday part of hi-fi life. 

REL's entry-level subwoofer, the thun­

derous Storm, is perfect for adding that 

extra bit of bass impact and grunt. 

Whether you need to add power and drive 

to movie soundtracks, underpin the gutsy 

sound of the heaviest metal bands, or rein­

force the power of an orchestra, REL's 

Storm is the subwoofer for the job. 

Like all RELs, the sub-bass unit is fully 

powered, and has the flexibility to be 

adjusted for any type of partnering full­

range speaker - from the smallest to the 

beefiest boxes around. 

One sub not enough? Add a second 

Storm and hear the subtle benefit of 

stereo operation. We've found that even 

the biggest speakers benefit from REL 

reinforcement, so there is no excuse not to 

give your system the Storm-in' treatment! 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

B&W ASA 6 (£500) 

Reviewed Issue 154 

KEF 308 (£499) 

Reviewed Issue 154 



Design For Life The future is here! 

Modern Design to Traditional Standards 

230mm(l) 
CEILING S PEAKER 

150x90mm 
KEYPAD/DISPLAY 

The Design for Life storage system is based on CD 

sized modules which lock together to make just the 

shape you want. A range of drawers is also available 

to fit into the boxes, offering unparalleled storage 
flexibility. The components are all beautifully made in 
oak with walnut inserts, and look equally good in 
modern and traditional rooms. 5YSTEMLINE 

Td:(Ol276) -!51166 

Fax:(01276) -!52211 

Further details are available from 
Tel: 01273 689289 Fax: 01273 705816 

ltrl�rated Home Entertainment 
Ridgewa\· House, Ridgewa\· Close, 

Lighrwater, Surrey Glll S SXU 

DESIGNED & MANUFAC"TURED !N ENGLAND BY QED AUDIO PRODUCTS LTD 

It costs the same to get it right 

as it does to get it wrong. 
At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves on 

matching your needs with exactly the right 

equipment, whatever your budget, and because we 

only stock the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you '11 also get is sound professional 

advice and a chance to relax and listen to some 

of the world's finest Hi-Pi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 

Two Fully equipped Listening rooms. 

Home instaUation service. 

Multi-room design and installation. 

2 years Parts and Labour guarantee. 

Home cinema surround-sound. 

Export and Credit facilities. 

1 � 
$0N'I"'V_ol ......... 

• ACOUSTIC ENERGY • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • CELESTION • COPLAND • CYRUS • 

• DEN ON • EPOS • HARMAN KAROON • JBL • KEF • KRELL • LINN • MARANTZ • MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • 

• MICHELL • MICROMEGA • MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO • NAKAMICHI • NEAT PETITE • PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • 

• QUAD • REL • ROGERS • SME • SO NUS FABER • STAX • SYSTEMDEK • TANNOY • THETA • WILSON AUDIO • YAMAHA • 

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ. Tel: 0171- 244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192. 

Monday- Saturday lOam- 6pm. Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road. 
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KEF Coda 7 
omething of a legend after barely 

a year in production, the Coda 7 

has single-handedly changed the 

budget loudspeaker market. Its distinctive 

sculpted baffle sets it apart from the 

crowd, and elegantly incorporates a reflex 

port at the front. However, even this gives 

little indication of the sonic treats in store. 

Round the back there are decent-qual­

ity speaker-wire terminals, connecting 

through to a 95mm doped-paper mid-

The Coda 7's sonic advantage comes 

from a well-judged midband balance 

complementing treble that is a shade 

more forward than usual. As a result, the 

sound is very explicit, and unusually open. 

Coda 7 has the sort of qualities that bring 

out the life and character in music - and it 

can keep time, too! 

Clearly the budget box to beat, KEF's 

Coda 7 has dominated the market 'til now, 

and it'll take something pretty special to 

bass driver and 25mm soft-fabric tweeter. knock it off its pedestal. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

MORDAUNT·SHORT 1 Oi (£ 140) 

Reviewed Issue 130 

TANNOY 631 (£130) 

Reviewed Issue 1 41 
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Mission 733 
0 

ack in issue 139 of Hi·Fi Choice, 

we gave the £300 Mission 733 

a resounding Best Buy thumbs 

up. Since then, we have regularly recom· 

mended this stylish, two-way, floorstand· 

ing speaker to readers in search of sys· 

tem satisfaction. 

What is at the heart of its appeal? Is it 

the big box with its smooth curves and 

neat plastic sub-baffle, or is it the weighty, 

clean and well-rounded sound that wins 

across the land? One thing is for certain: 

£300 is a small price to pay for a big box 

with great sound. 

Despite modest sensitivity and bass 

extension, this speaker is a perfect part· 

ner for most mid-price amplifiers, but that 

does not mean it will sound out of place 

in a high-end system. What's more, in 

accordance with Mission's design philos· 

ophy for its 73-series, the 733 is sensitive 

and flexible enough to be equally com· 

so many converts in demonstration rooms fortable in an AV role. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

CASTLE Severn (£500) 

Reviewed Issue 152 

TDL RTL 3 (£400) 

Reviewed Issue 1 26 
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B&WP4 
@ 

&W's P4 is the smallest model in 

the floorstanding P range, but it 

includes many of the innovations 

present in its more expensive siblings. 

Measuring a discreet 81 cm by 20cm, 

and occupying a mere 25 cm in depth, the 

P4 is an elegantly proportioned yet struc­

turally tough design that's available in a 

variety of real-wood veneers, including 

cherry, rosenut and black ash. lt uses a 

1 65mm Kevlar-coned woofer and 26mm 

metal-dome tweeter. 

Within the box there is a transmission­

line-style sloping baffle to reduce standing 

waves (the energy created by the back­

ward movement of the cone), and damping 

wool to control resonance. Bass output is 

consolidated by output from the slot­

shaped reflex port under the main driver. 

The result is a compact loudspeaker 

that's capable of considerable loudness 

and bass extension, and that should work 

in a variety of systems and situations with 

the utmost ease. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

EPOS ES22 (£ 1,185) 

Reviewed Issue 151 

PROAC Two Point 5 (£2,700) 

Reviewed Issue 149 
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Akai TX 700 
ekai's TX 700 is a complete Dolby 

Pro-Logic system, which costs 

less than you'd pay for many a 

decent subwoofer, but still represents a 

value-packed proposition. 

Featuring an RDS AM/FM tuner, 

graphic equaliser, three-CD auto-chang­

er, twin auto-reverse cassette decks, 

and a full surround-sound speaker pack­

age made up of centre, main left/right 

and surround channels, this remote-con­

trolled system has literally got the lot! 

What's more, it sounds pretty good. 

The CD and tape decks play clean and 

uncluttered, the tuner is sensitive, with 

very little background noise, and the 

Dolby Pro-Logic system is armed to the 

teeth with effects and winking lights. 

As a surround system, its processor 

is one of the sharpest at the price, effects 

are accurately resolved, and the rear 

channels are unusually punchy. The 

shielded speaker system really gives you 

your money's worth. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

JVC Adagio C330 (£:400) 

Not Yet Reviewed 

PHILIPS FW 380i (£600) 

Not Yet Reviewed 
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Quad 77 System 
a 

mainstay of the British hi-fi estab­

lishment, Quad Electroacoustic's 

most recent system uses the latest 

communications technology from the com­

puter industry to feed signal, power and 

switch information along 'Quadlink' bus lines. 

The fully upgradable £1,944 Quad 77 is 

also the first Quad system to be supplied 

with a pair of box loudspeakers, instead of 

the big and expensive electrostatic speakers 

Quad is best known for. The new enclo­

sures have been designed in association 

with Spendor and are strongly styled to 

match the new 77 system. 

However, most clever of all is the 

remarkable OuadRemote. This menu-driven 

remote control unit has a two-way link with 

the Quad system, meaning that you can 

keep up to date with CD track information 

from across the room! The remote is also 

software controlled, so that future upgrades 

can be incorporated as and when they 

occur. This makes Quad's system one of 

the most future-proof outfits on the market. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

DENON D-F 1 0/S (£ 1 , 150) 

Reviewed Issue 138 

NAIM Six-Pack (£30,555) 

Not Yet Reviewed 
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( LOUDSPEAKER STANDS J 

Atacama SE24 
0 

ver s1nce we· discovered the 

Atacama SE24 speaker stand 

back in 1 993, it has been the 

reference budget stand - the one against 

which all others are measured. So it's not 

surprising that its simple but effective 

design has spawned a host of imitations. 

The SE24 is a welded-steel design, 

with threads for spikes top and bottom, 

and a port at the rear for mass loading -

all good, solid stuff with no frills and no 

rough edges. 

The key to the Atacama's success lies in 

its ability to extract excellent results from a 

wide variety of loudspeakers, delivering 

a solid and coherent presentation that's 

clean at high frequencies, expressive in the 

midband and timely in the bass. lt manages 

to avoid the pitfalls of many inexpensive 

stands and lets the speaker do its best. 

If you have a bookshelf speaker, and 

want to extend low-end weight without 

incurring the risk of added bloom, the 

SE24 is the stand for you. 

ALSO SHORTLISTED 

BEYER DT531 (£ 1 28 66) 

Reviewed Issue 144 

CHORD CO Siren (£65) 

Not Yet Reviewed 



BRITISH HI·FI AWARDS 1998 

EDITOR'S AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING HI-FI PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 

Pioneer PO R-05 
f all the hi-fi products introduced 

over the last 1 2 months, none has 

broken as much ground as the 

Pioneer PDR-05 Compact Disc Recorder. 

Essentially similar in operation and sound 

to standard Pioneer CD players like the PD-

5904, the PDR-05 adds a unique recording 

facility for the first time in the domestic market. 

PDR-G5 users can record up to 60 minutes of 

music on specially-designed CD-R discs, which 

will play on any conventional CD player once 

recording is complete. The PDR-05 can record 

direct from a digital source, such as another 

CD player, or it will accept analogue signals 

(for example from a turntable) and process 

them with built-in converters. Although you 

cannot overwrite segments of the recording as 

you would do with a tape, you can edit out 

tracks on the disc if required. 

In developing eo-R for the general public, 

Pioneer has taken on the might of the music 

business (fearful for its copyright fees), and 

paved the way for eo-quality, eo-conve­

nience home recording at a realistic price. 

CD RECORDER 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

PIONEER PDR-05 

PRICE £1 ,300 
REVIEWED Issue 148 
DISTRIBUTION 
Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd 

m (01753) 789789 

ABOUT THIS AWARD 

This award commends 

innovation. lt recognises 

products of today that are 

shaping tomorrow's hi-fi. 





T
here go the 1996 British Hi-Fi Awards, in all their glory. We're pleased to note 

that the result of this closely-fought contest reflects our own findings in 

formal reviews, which in turn suggests that as well as making its mark in blind 

tests, this gear has proven its worth in the real world. So let's have another big hand 

for all winning and shortlisted products in this most democratic of hi-fi awards! 

The winners of the British Hi·Fi Awards 1996 

Sponsored by Hi-Fi Choice and the British Federation of Audio 

CD PLAYERS UP TO £250 DENON DCD-825 

CD PLAYERS ABOVE £250 NAIM CD3 
------

TUNERS UP TO £250 ARCAM Alpha 5 Plus 
----------------

TUNERS ABOVE £250 AUDIOLAB 8000T 

CASSETTE DECKS UP TO £250 DENON DRS-640 

CASSETIE DECKS ABOVE £250 PIONEER 0-05 96kHz OAT recorder 
-------------------------------------------------------

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS UP TO £300 MUSICAL FIDELITY E1 0 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS ABOVE £300 

PRE-POWER AMPLIFIERS 

AUDIO-VISUAL AMPLIFIERS UP TO £350 

AUDIO-VISUAL AMPLIFIERS ABOVE £350 
---

HOME CINEMA SPEAKER SYSTEMS UP TO £750 

HOME CINEMA SPEAKER SYSTEMS ABOVE £750 

SUBWOOFERS 
-----------------

HI-FI LOUDSPEAKERS UP TO £200 

HI-FI LOUDSPEAKERS £201 TO £500 

HI-FI LOUDSPEAKERS ABOVE £500 

COMPLETE HI-FI SYSTEMS UP TO £1,000 
-----

COMPLETE HI·FI SYSTEMS ABOVE £1,000 
-------------

HI-FI ACCESSORIES 

EDITOR'S AWARD 

CYRUSIII 

AUDIOLAB 80000/SOOOM 

DENON AVR-900 

ARCAM Xeta One 

CELESTION Style 

KEF 60S, SOC, 308 

REL Storm 

KEF Coda 7 

MISSION 733 

B&WP4 
-------------------------

AKAI TX 700 

QUAD 77 

ATACAMA SE24 speaker stand 

PIONEER PDR-05 CD recorder 

I
f you want to know more about these products (except for the few lucky winner was Mr AI an Wells of Reading. Well done, AI an! 

that we have yet to review), turn to our new Directory on page 117. We don't have space to list the winners of the 20 Second Prizes 

There you'll find a potted summary, specifications, and the (Monster lnterlink 200 interconnects), 30 Third Prizes (Monster 

Faxback reference number. Using the latter you can dial up reviews on lnterlink 1 00 interconnects), 1 2 Fourth Prizes (subscriptions to 0 

your nearest lax machine, instantly- see details on page 116. and Empire magazines), and 12 Fifth Prizes (subscriptions to Hi-Fi 
Hi-li components aren't the only winners in these Awards. There Choice). We've barely got space to describe the shoal of swag on 

were also prizes for the first 75 readers to return their completed vot- offer! However, all winners will be contacted directly by the British 

ing forms. The First Prize comprised a holiday for two in Olu Deniz, Federation of Audio, and a full list of names can be obtained by 

Turkey, worth £1 ,000; plus free tickets and overnight accommoda- sending anSAE to "Awards Winners", Dept 155/Z, Hi-Fi Choice, 19 

tion for two to attend our Gala Awards Ceremony in London. The Bolsover Street, LONDON W1 P 7HJ. 



W
hile many of us aspire to great 

beauty and grace from our 

music reproduction and, there­

fore, desire expensive high-end 

equipment, limited budgets 

keep most hi-fi enthusiasts' feet 

firmly on the ground. Whatever your entry­

level might be - low, mid or even upper 

end- there's still a finite spend available. 

What we have here are five pairs of 

rockin' boxes from makers which are well 

known for their ability to provide 

generously-sized loudspeakers at a lowish­

price entry-level. 

As none of the speakers are over £400, 

we don't really expect to hear the shape of 

the recording venue, or count violins. 

70 JUNE 1996 

THE CAST LIST 

Celestion Impact 25 ................ £399.00 

Cerwin-Vega! VSlO ............. .... £349.99 

Jamo BXlOOA ......................... £349.99 

JBL TLX70 .............................. £399.99 

Wharfedale Valdus 500 ........... £299.00 

What we are looking for, however, is their 

raw ability to move air and bring music of 

a less-than-sober nature to full life-size in 

your very own home. 

Yes, these speakers are likely to be 

favoured by the perpetrators of noise 

pollution. When the new legislation for 

removing hardware from offending homes 

bites, these products could easily become 

'known' to the Police of Peace and Quiet. 

So what does one look for in a speaker 

of this flavour? Ideally, you'll want some­

thing with enormous efficiency so that the 

maximum sound pressure level (SPU is 

possible in your room. After all, these boxes 

should preferably bring you right to the front 

of the stage at a Guns & Ammo gig. 

The high and middle frequencies will 

need to be able to keep up with the low 

bass output, which can be a problem for 

some overblown items. Size should be your 

last consideration, as the urge for this sort 

of speaker tends to preclude clever minia­

turised designs. In fact, for some buyers of 

this particular persuasion, bigger will 

indeed mean better. Let's go raise Cain .... 

HJ-FI CHOJCE 



ROCK'N'ROLLSPEAKERS 

Cerwin-Vega!VSIO 
Somewhat smaller than the Celestion 

Impact 25s, the VSlOs from Cerwin-Vega! 

stand on the floor without spikes. Instead, 

there's a short plinth of chipboard pieces 

underneath the enclosure, which holds 

them just off the floor. Unlike the front­

parted Celestion, this speaker's port is to the 

rear, although it's not a smooth, gas-flowed 

job. However, this means that you can take 

the speakers' output in the low end and play 

about with corner or wall-loading by trying 

the speakers in different positions in your 

room. Like the rest of the group, bar the 

Celestion, the VSl 0 is a three-way design. 

The tweeter is a 25mm dome, the midrange 

a lOOmm, and the woofer a meaty ten 

inches (255mm). 

There's a protection device inside for the 

tweeter, which is a feature shared by the 

Wharfedales. Clearly, as a genre, these 

boxes are intended to take some savage 

stick at the hands of their owners. The 

woofers have Cerwin's characteristic red 

foam surround, and a large C-V logo is 

slapped on each dust dome. The plastic and 

stretched cloth grilles are top-to-bottom and 

carry a small silvery badge with black and 

purple printing revealing the brand and 

model name. 

Around the back, we find a pair of bind­

ing posts, thankfully still without the red and 

black plugs in, although Cewin-Vega! will 

probably have to add the CE mark on the 

back one day. 

They were fired up and run on Yello's 

Baby album, but didn't come across quite as 

faithfully as the Impact 25s. The VSl Os 

have a high end that seems to extend further 

up and offers better edges between synthe­

sised sound effects and other high 

frequency information. Perhaps this is due 

to the presence of the four-inch cone in the 

middle, but even without the sound quality 

of the Celestions, there was more informa­

tion to be had. They were more 'in yer face', 

so to speak. 

Then the bass line cut in, and the big 

old ten sure makes some air shift. The cabi­

nets didn't like all the bass notes pulled 

out of the hat by Yello - the boxes' tuned 

frequency seemed too far off for some of 

them - but the ones it did like, it flung out 

into the fabric of my home, rippling the floor. 

I was tempted to get one of my very silly 

.& Drop very deeply indeed, and their modest size belies 

their 11111 output 

... Seem to sacrifice some low midbass pertormance in 

favour of deep note ability. 

181 Cerwin-Yep UK/CSE, Unit 9, Centre Park Holdinp, 

The Airfield, Tockwith, Yorkshire, Y05 BQF. 
• (014231 359054 

HI-FT CHOICE 

Bass COs out and play Follow The Bouncing 

Bass, which is recorded just to play with this 

effect. But I refrained in the interests of any 

neighbours who might be in on my street. 

The whole street, that is. 

On the second track, there is a cacophony 

of swerving sub-tracks which leap in all 

directions, from popping cork noises to 

helicopters and fat-bottomed bass melody 

•. ,0,;&jl 

lines, and the staging here didn't seem quite 

as good as with the first pair I tested. A 

couple of speaker positions were tried, but 

the coherency of the two-driver pair's image 

wasn't matched. This makes the VSl Os a bit 

less refined, but ballsy as hell for their size. 

Viva Cerwin-Vega!'s VS lOs- the little 

speakers with a big punch. 
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ROCK'N'ROLLSPEAKERS 

Celestion Impact 25 
The Celestions were the only two-way 

speakers in this test group. Where the 

Wharfedales were the top dogs of a lower­

priced range, these are part-way up a line of 

more expensive stuff. 

The Impact 25s' construction and finish 

seem solid and thought through. They also 

come with a serious-looking set of spikes 

and locking rings. Being floorstanders, they 

have a grille over only the upper portion of 

their front baffles. Remove the plastic-and­

cloth grilles, and you reveal the 25mm 

tweeter and 21 Omm bass driver. Beneath 

both is the mouth of a plastic gas-flowed 

port. A golden Celestion logotype badge sits 

beneath the drivers and above this front­

firing port. The drivers' chassis are finished 

in a grey gunmetal-look coating and the 

recesses for their fixing screws are fitted with 

small flush-fitting blue rubbery bungs. 

The connections to the rear are via a set 

of perfectly good, gold-plated, knurled bind­

ing posts, rendered a pain in the neck by the 

nutters in Brussels. Yup, these days, CE­

badged speakers tend to arrive with little 

bungs in the mouths of the posts, right 

where we want to plug in a nice gold-plated 

banana plug. Extracting a set of these 

damned plugs resulted in a good few bruises 

to my delicate skin. 

The material was the Yello album again, 

but particularly the introductory track with a 

huge 'blamm!' piece called Homage to the 

Mountain. The fifth track, Who's Groove, 

also stood out. it's got a fulsome low end 

and plenty of mad stuff flying around. 

The initial impression was that the 

Celestions are both capable and enjoyable, 

with a good image spread between and 

beyond the boxes. They drop to very low tones 

happily and are pretty tight, too. This excellent 

control of the main portion of the bass band 

seemed to exist at the expense of the speakers' 

ability to really hit the lowest notes on the disc. 

These notes are often considered to be below 

where the music really occurs. The bass end is 

heavy and accurate, but it somehow it lacks 

that last bit of daft -deep extension. 

The tweeters are sweet and not at all 

fatiguing to the ears, although the tambourine 

sounds behind some of Who's Groove did 

tend to run together into a 'pish' rather than 

a discernible series of micro-cymbal sounds. 

That's all a bit academic though, as the out­

put of these Celestions is excellent for the 

outlay, and they are real contenders in the 

bang-for-the-buck stakes. Recommended! 

so mm 

PRICB 
.A Handsome to look at and solidly built. Possess some 

real authority and weight Hugely enjoyable. 

'f' Only a two-way desip, so less power handlin& than 

its bi��&&r brothers. 

181 Celestion International Ltd., Foxhall Road, Ipswich, 

Suffolk IP3 8JP 

fil (01473) 322222 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

Celestions' Impact 25s look 

even better without the grilles. 

JamoBXIOOA 
Possibly the classiest-looking of the five 

pairs of speakers tested, these were also the 

smallest. They were not the lightest, though, 

which points to construction of great sol id­

ity. Again, out of all the different ranges of 

speakers made by Jamo, the BXl OOAs are 

intended to handle a thorough spanking 

from a gutsy amp. 

The back of the BXlOOAs sports a wide 

gas-flowed port above a cup with binding 

posts. In typical Jamo style, the speakers' 

power handling figure is printed upon it. 

Amazingly though, despite the clear CE 

mark, we find the posts unobstructed. No 

gouging around with a screwdriver in painful 

attempts to extract the darn things. Was this 

an oversight or is the use of the blasted 

bungs on speakers optional ... ? 

Back around the front there's a flat 

expanse of cloth over a pressed-out sheet­

steel frame and dark plastic edges to the 

enclosure. Not very large compared to some 

here, these boxes sit upon four plastic feet, 

inserted into holes under the base. Less 

effective than spikes, these are ugly and likely 

to make their mark in your carpet forever. The 

grilles are held on magnetically, and remov­

ing them reveals a mass of brushed alloy, as 

each driver is held in with a silvery ring of 

metal. The tweeter and midrange units, 

25mm and 102mm wide respectively, sit on 

a baffle faced with a soft rubbery material, 

presumably used to control diffraction from 

the face of the cabinet. The tweeter is 

slightly horn loaded by its alloy ring, sitting a 

little back from the face of the box. 

All the drivers are held in place with 

Alien-headed engineering fixings, which in 

my view look a lot better than crosshead 

screws. The only branding seen on the box 

was a raised BX logo on one of the flanking 

edges on the front. Very subtle, and still evi­

dent when the grilles were off. 

There is some real slam available with the 

BXl OOAs. They offer plenty of level and a more 

balanced midrange than the Cerwins. Their 

sheer visceral attack proved to be a surprise, 

with the scale of the output (again) being a lit­

tle out-of-kilter with their 'compact' image. 

These Jamos rock, and they can drop 

deeply while keeping a creditable midrange 

and a fair amount of detail. The power was 

applied in somewhat bigger slabs and the 

BXlOOAs seemed to like it. With real power 

flowing up the speaker leads, the highs 

could get a bit super-bright, even hard at 

times, and the whole sound was a bit 

glazed. However, the bass notes were big 

and very loud. Basically, the BXl OOAs have 

cracking output for the size. 

SOUIID ***** 
VALtJE ***** 
PRICB £349.H 
.A Small enclosure for such a large sound. A very 

handsome piece of design. 

'f' Really needs a set of short stands, the plastic feet 

supplied are not as useful as spikes. 

181 Jamo UK Ltd., Jamo House. 5, Faraday Close, Drayton 

Fields, Daventry, Northants NNll 5RD. 

lit (01327) 301300 

Jamo's BXIOOA- one of those medium 

sized boxes with big-sized outputs. 
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made for music 

Affordable. quality hi-fi equipment with no compro­

mise on fidelity; that has been the consistent aim in 

designing the Deva range. 

Through innovation. through art and through logic. 

this is now a reality. 

A range of hi-fi amplifiers and digital source equip­

ment. hand-built in England. Developed for the 

music lover without sacrificing the facilities needed 

in todays home entertainment music/video system. 

Made for music .... to hear is to believe. 

For further information ID 
please contact 

Buying hi-li should be we make it so. Listen to a well chosen selection of 
quality hi-li equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening room. Bring 
along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear the 

difference we can make to your enjoyment of music. 

London- Grahams Hi-Fi ... 0171 226 5500 
Midlands- West Midlands Audio ... 01905 458046 
North- Chris Brooks Audio ... O 1925 261212 
South- Jeffries, Brighton ... 01273 609431 
Overseas- Morgan Audio ... Tel 44 151 255 0946 

ARCAM, EPOS, LINN, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, NEAT, REGA, 
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN and more. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA 

Telephone: 0181-943 3530 

... Fax 44 151 258 1614 
Open: lues- Fri 1 0.30om- 7pm, Saturday 1 Oam- 6pm . 

S fiafiinian }lcoustics L oudspeaf<srs 
(])ynavector }Imps 

We[[ 'Tempered 'Turnta6[es 
(])ynavector Cartridges 

CBedini Products 

Stockists and Information from: 

Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL 
Telephone: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051 

iii 

Qudose, The Perfect Balance 
The speaker cable fom1s a vital interface between your amplifier and loudspeaker system. 

The properties of the speal<er cable you use will detem1ine how well your amplifier can communicate 
with your speakers. Use the wrong cable and your speakers could be missing the message. 

To minimise the signal degrading properties present in all cable, QED's own research programme has 
established that a Balanced Design Concept is essential for optimal performance. 

QED's Qudos speaker cable lowers all the cable's degrading Characteristic Properties in proportion and 
with the correct balance thereby delivering a superior and more accurate all round perfonnance. 

WHATHI·FI? 
***** 

"Sensational sound ... You won't 
find a better cable at this price." 

MAV 1995 

Qudos, The Perfect Balance, The Perfect Choice. • 
QED Audio Products Ltd 

Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close, 

Lightwater, Surrey GU18 SXU 

Telephone:(01276) 451166 



ROCK'N'ROLLSPEAKERS 

JBLTLX70 
This was the only pair of speakers to come 

with spring clips rather than binding posts to 

affix the speaker cables. They're large 

enough to take a big cable or to accept a 

banana plug in their maw, so the spring clips 

are a bit of a mystery, especially since the 

other boxes in the group (at the same price 

point) all have proper binding posts fitted. 

A curvy gas-flowed port is found at the rear 

of the tall enclosures, again allowing for 

experimentation with wall or corner loading. 

Similar in size to the Celestion Impact 25s, the 

TLX70s arrived without feet or spikes at all. 

As three-ways, they run a 25mm Titanium­

coated fabric dome tweeter, a 1 OOmm paper 

mid range and a 21 Omm bass woofer, also 

paper-coned. The grille is made of a plastic 

injection-moulded frame with cloth stretched 

over it. They reach all they way up and down 

the fronts of the boxes and carry a silvery JBL 

badge at the very bottom edge. Remove 

these and the only branding on the speaker's 

face is found on the plate of the tweeter, 

where the TLX letters alone are embossed. 

They look a bit low-tech in the company of 

some of the other boxes, and they're a lot less 

loudspeaker, physically, for the money. 

However, the proof is in the performance ... 

The TLX70s have a slam of their own, and 

their sound corresponds well with the large 

size. The tweet and midrange driver don't 

manage to sound as sweet as the units used 

on the Cerwins, but the upper bass control 

and weight is great. The wild electronic stuff 

that I play to death in order to do this sort of 

test was lapped up by the TLX beasties, and 

when the bass comes in with any force, you 

can feel the air in the room pushing you around 

a little. Big bass melody lines, so beloved of 

that strange Yello duo, were deeply 

JBL' s TLX70s- Practically guaranteed to 

swing your pants. 

satisfying from these enclosures 

and didn't seem to cause the eight­

inch woofer any problems. 

When it comes to comparisons, 

though, things aren't quite as rosy. 

You have to realise that these are 

the same price as the Celestions, 

and while the TLX70s might have 

the edge on power handling, the 

Celestions have them beat in most 

other departments. The TLXs might 

go a bit louder, but, overall, their 

top end lets them down. 

The image ability of the TLX 

speakers was not that impressive 

either, but their sheer weight in the 

bass end is startling- fat, full and 

able to cause a few gut-sensations. I 

can see why these are offered as left 

and rights for home cinema use in 

packages without an extra sub­

woofer- they are larger than life. 

IOOIID 
V.&L1111 
PRICJI £399.00 

.& Big box, big output, and a lot more than 'bass and tops'. 

'Y The only set of spring clips in the tested group, even 

though they could take a banana plug or thick cable. 

8 Harman Consumer Group, Unit 2, Borehamwood 

Industrial Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, HERTS 

WD6 5PZ. 

fit (0181) 207 5050 

Wharfeclale Valdus 500 
The 500s are the biggest speakers on test, yet 

still sport a price tag that's £100 less than two 

of their group peers. Moreover, they're the only 

ones to have four drivers in the front baffle. 

The 500s use street-graffiti images on 

their publicity material, and they really have 

an attitude to convey. On this largish tower, 

you'll find three 200mm drive units in the face, 

below a 28mm Ferrofluid cooled and damped 

tweeter in a slightly recessed horn-loaded baf­

fle. They certainly look the part. 

This is quite an elegant, if simple, design. 

The overload-protected tweeter and top 

200mm driver act as the upper part of a 

regular three-way. The tweeter hands over to 

the first woofer at middle frequencies- the 

top enclosure is tuned for it to be so- and 

•·P•;u• 

Wharfedale's Valdus SOOs- A 

real pair of rock'n'roll speakers. 

there's a rear-firing port for this 

part of the output. The passive 

crossover inside gives the LF to 

the two remaining 200mm 

drivers. The bottom enclosure is 

separated from the top one and 

has its own port at the bottom of 

the front drop, firing forwards. 

Wharfedale reckons the 

vane mounted across this port 

acts as a ventu ri, assisting the 

flow of air in the port at high 

sound pressures. 

Like the JBL TLX70s, the 

500s arrive without spikes or 

feet. With all the surface area of 

a loudspeaker cone available to 

move air, it's no wonder these 

proved to be the efficiency stars of 

the group. The design brief surely 

has come out of the same pea-pod as other 

Wharfedale speakers: fiercely loud with only 

modest amplification, but still able to soak 

up and use the Watts when needed. 

Boris Blank and Dieter Meier did their 

thing once more and the room inflated again. 

The impression these offer is simple: it's just 

large. Where the Jamos needed some real 

level to fill the room, these 500s did it with 

far less power being required of the amp. 

The tweeters are pretty quick, although 

audibly not as good as more expensive 

items, which sometimes recesses details. 

The Valdus 500s go amazingly loud, but for 

lovers of near-DC level low frequencies, one 

or two of the other speakers on test may 

prove to reach lower, if not as loudly. Still, in 

sound-for-pound terms they're a Best Buy. 

SOUND 
V.&L1111 
PRJCJI 

***** 
* * 
£299.00 

... 

• 
8 

Huge set of boxes for the money, huge sound too, and 

very good value. 

The high frequencies from these could get a bit tiring. 

Wharfedale International Ltd., Sandleas Way, 

Crossgates, Leeds, LS158Al. 
fit (0113) 260 1222 

The important thing to grasp with this sort of speaker is the reasoning behind the purchase. 

None of the samples in this test are going to set the dyed-in-the-wool audiophile's heart on 

fire. But we are looking from the viewpoint of might, main and sheer welly- any preten­

sions to excellence in detail ability are secondary. That being the case, in utter bang-for-the­

buck stakes, Wharfedale's Valdus SOOs take it, hands down. 

The Cerwin-Vega! VSlUs were a good bit smaller, and yet were able to generate an awesome 

level of electronic music from a much smaller set of enclosures. Next would be the the JBL 

TLX70s, which are actually a bit larger in output than the Cerwins, but cost a bit more cash. 

After that, the Jamo BXlOOs were capable of going very loud, but they were not as efficient 

as some of the others. Finally, at the rear, I'll place the Celestions- they're still able to make 

a serious level, but in a slightly more controlled and sober manner. 

From the viewpoint of sound quality, the results are a bit different. The Celestions were 

the best-sounding speaker, followed by the Wharfedales, with the JBls just in front of the 

Cerwins and the Jamos, which were the least impressive for loveliness. But, like I said, all 

things considered, the home-grown Wharfeys seem to be the best rockin' boxes here. 
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The Monarch of 

Multistrand. Mr Larm 

with his Cardas Ring of 

Confidence, yesterday. 

76 JUNE 1996 

King of Wires 
Larm's the name, exotic hi-fi's the game . . .  Stan Vincent has an 

audience with one of London's most serious audiophiles. 

M 
r Larm'sfriendscall him sin 

wong- King of Wires. It 
might be due to the thou­
sands of pounds' worth of 
cables he has tried over the 
years and now owns -

Cardas, XLO, ART, Transparent, 
Siltech. However, I would like to add 
a few more titles: Tsar ofTubes, Duke 
of Digital and Sultan of Instrumental 
Separation. Larm is the ruler of a full­
on audiophile kingdom bordered only 
bythe walls ofhisdiscreet London fiar. 

He acceded to the throne in 1990, 
spurred on by a recently-matured pen­
sion policy and a growing awareness 
of the delights offered by high-end 
audio. He'd owned hi-fi since the 
1950s, and name-checks the usual 
Sansuis, Denons and the like that were 
sraplefareduringthe'70sand '80s. Come 
the turn ofth is decade, however, hedis-

covered the treasurecave that is Kapes 
Patel's Kamla Electronics store on 
London's Tottenham Court Road; 
and bumped into the genial Malaysian, 
DanonHan, who interpreted during our 
interview. Danon has spent four years 
studying Law in London as a thinlydis­
guised excuse to buy up and send home 
most of Kapes's exotic gear, and his 
"a udiophile fever" soon infecred rh eKing 
of Wires. 

Larm started in high-end hi-fi with 
an Aragon preamp and DAC, plus 
Den on turntable fitted with a Lyra car­
tridge. Along the way there was a 
Kuzma record deck andAudiostaticelec­
trostatic loudspeakers, but his current 
system began to take shape on hearing 
a friend's conrad-johnson PVl 0 tube 
preamp. Until then it had been transistors 
down the line, buttheP Vl Owasa Road 
To Damascus experience. Says Larm: 

"The PVlO allowed me to experience 
sweemess in a system,and an opensound­
stage, for the first rime." 

His musical tastes are biased towards 
Chinese music, predominantly vocals, 
sorhisnew-foundsweetnesswasofpar­
ricular value. At the same time Larm 
triedouttubeampsfromAudioResearch, 
Mclntos h ,  Mar a n t z  and Audio 
lnnovar i ons - prerry much every­
thing that Kapes could dig up from his 
store-room. But every rimetheconrad­
johnson rapped rhe pile because of its 
sublime midrange, soundstaging and 
separarion. "Simply a better perfor­
mance," says Larm, succinctly. 

At thattimethec-j PVl Opartnered 
itssiblingPremierll stereo power amp, 
butthatwasonlythe beginning. Danon 
Han claims his purchase oftwoMark­
Levinson 20.6 monobloks was the 
spur forLarm's upgrade to dual mono 

Hl-FI CHOICE 



SUBJECT/PRODUCT 

Record decks seldom come as 

up-market (or as tweaky) as this. 

amplification - in his case the c-j 

Premier 12 monobloks. 
Larm's latest indulgence has been 

to invest heavily in HDCD, for which 

he has purchased the Mclntosh 
MCD7009 HDCD-compatible play­
er to replace a Micromega Duo. 
Moreover, he now owns not one but 
rwoHDCD DACs:theMuseMode/Two 

and the Audio Synthesis DAX- 1. Not 

many have the luxury of two DACs to 

choose from, but as Dan relates: "Mr 

Larm hascometorecognisethe advan­
tages of HDCD. He has to move into 
HDCD to get better performance." 

Why these components? Kapes 
reckons that "rheMclntosh happened 
because he was upgradingtheD AC, and 

didn't realise thatthe Micromega was­

n'tgoodenough. He then started look­

ing for a decent transport." 

Danon thinks: "It's also because he 

had upgraded his turntable, and thus 

the difference between the CD player 
and his records was too great. He is try­
ing to make his CD system have equiv­

alenr performance to his record deck." 
La rm gives a more oblique answer: 

"HDCD is verynearto the performance 

of LP records, so iflhavea choice berween 

buying music on HDCD or record, I 

would go for HDCD becauseofrhecon­

venience; butifrhere is no HDCD, tak­

ing inro consideration that both come 
from the samecompany ,I would go for 
the record. Both CDs and records are 
different. Nor th at CD is better, JUSt a 

different way of listening. On one side 
CD is very clear; on the record side is 
sweetness- it is easy on the ear." 

Auditioning Larm's system proves 
to be a fasci na ring experience. Indeed, 
his Audiomeca/Graham/Koetsu/Kiyne 
vinyl chain is as smooth as silk but as 
fine! y-cut as lead crystali nits imagery. 
It is eerily free of tracking noise, and 
supplies dynamic inregriry and timing 
that are remarkably organic. On CD 
the conrad-johnsons still add their 
warmth and 'leather'n'walnut' luxu­
ry, yet do not mask the fact tha tthe trans­
porrand DACsresolvethekind ofinrri­
cate detail that only Larm can appre­
ciated u ring one ofh is daily three-hour 
listening sessions. 

HI-FT CHOICE 

Kapes is astounded by Larm'sabil­

ity to detect the most subtle nuances of 
performance in rhemanycomponenrs 

he has auditioned. Perhaps that is why 

he pays so much attenrion to the ancil­

larycomponents in hissystem,especially 
cables. He has triedeverythingthat Kapes 
purveys, and when the conversation turns 
tothissubjecr,Larm bangs his fist down 
on thetableand utters a vehement invo­
cation." Mr Larm would like to make 
a statement," relates Danon without 
needforfurrherembellishment. "Larm 

is a strong believer in wires. Wires make 

a difference to any system of any price 

level." Another table-pounding state­

mentfollowssoonafter. "Larm is a strong 

believer in a separate mains spur." 

The empire of the King of Wires, 

flanked on all sides by conrad-johnson. 

I was surprised that La rm 's system 
sits on a prosaic Aiphason A V support. 

Wot, no Man a tables? lt turns out that 

he has found a marble slab in IKEA rhat 

does the trick-"sound is more con­

centrated, separation better, and def­

inition much better. Without it every­

thing is JUmbled up." But he also has 
an assorrmenr ofa frer-market bases and 
equipmemfeet,asdetailed in theequip­
ment list, not to menrion the discreet 

Room-Tunes pillows lurking in the top 
corners of rhe room. 

What next for th is man whose ulti­
mate hi-fi virtues are detail and sepa­
ration' He is inrerested in auditioning 
the Quad ESL-63 and Mark Levin son 
pre-power combos, but also wants to 
try transistor monobloks with his c-j 
preamp, to "mix valve's quality of 
vocal concentration and separation with 
transistor bass and power." 

To pursue hi-fi at this exalted level 

calls fora special rapport between cus­
tomer and dealer; indeed, as Larm 
says: "One service that is very impor­
tant for a hi-fi shop is loaning equip­
ment to try at home, so that I can try 
and resr before investingin it. Thiseq uip-

menr is not cheap, but in many shops 
salesmen j usrwanrmerocash and carry. 

By rrying at home I can be assured that 

all purchases are satisfactory." Kapes 
admits rharhe loses a lorofsales by hav­

inga flexible home-loan policy, but reck­

ons rh at he gains j ustas many customers 
who go on to be long-term prospects 
because they are completely satisfied 

with what they buy. 
Although Larm'shi-fi system shares 

room space with a substantial AV rig, 

which is fed through hisPiatinumSo/o 

speakers, his passion will always be for 
hi-fi. Weendourvisittalkingagain about 

the particularly virulent strain of 

"audiophile fever" that one can con­

tractin the Far East. A particularly seri­
ous epidemic, relates Danon Han, 
afflicted fiveowners ofthe battery-dri­
ven Jeff Row land Reference Model 9 
monoblok, a superb piece whose only 
challenger was the Mark-Levinson 

No. 33. "On the day the No. 33 was 

released, all fiveaudiophiles hurried to 

their dealer, saying: 'if the Mark­

Levinson beats the Jeff Row land, I'll 
pay you cash today.' The Levin son kicked 
over the Jeff Rowland, no ques­

tion" ... "and you're talking about a 
£30,000 power amp!" says Kapes, 
with dollar signs in his eyes. 

The King of Wires looks on enig­

matically, wondering when, not if, he 

will deign to make more of his dealer's 

dreams come true. 

INSPIRATIONS 

-;:· . ·. - ... 

� ./.· 
\ ---. -- : 

Mclntosh's heavyweight 

CD started HDCD bug. 

Mr Larm's System - The Full Story 
RECORD MADNES 
Pierre Lurml Audiomeca J1, CR Developments Ringmat, 
Graham Mode/1.5 tonearm, Koetsu Red Signature cartridge £5,500 

PHONO PR ·AMP LUN CV 
Brlg!!t Star Audio sand-filled su�I>_C!rt £250 
connected with XLO 3.1s cable £750 
to K�ne 6K �hono �ream� £1,800 
restin& on Townshend Seismic Sink £200 
connected with Strai&htwire Virtuoso to �ream� £500 

D NS NITY 
Mclntosh MCD7009 HDCD transi>_C!rt £2,635 
restin& on Unicone feet & ART Q·Damf!!�.rs £170 
connected with XLO TlfJI! 2 cable £330 
to Monarchl DIP "jitter buster" £250 
connected with van den Hul The First £210 
to Muse mode/ two HDCD DAC £2,050 
and connected with HMC Silver cable £150 
to Audio Synthesis DAX 2 HDCD DAC £2,000 
resting on Shun Mook platform £150 
connected with Sonic Link Black to �ream� £125 

AMPLIFII:.R & LOUDSPI:AKER Yt!HOSIS 
conrad-johnson Premier Ten �reamp £4,000 
connected with XLO SiJ.nature 1.1 balanced £625 
to two conrad·johnson Premier Twelve monoblok �wer am�s £7,000 
and thence with Siltech cable £600 
� Platinum Audio Solo s�akers £2,000 
restins on Tarset R6 stands £315 

Mains cables from XLO and ART, �Ius Titan mains filter £1,500 
THE BIG FIGURL £33,100 

Equipment installed by Kamla Electronics of London tit 0111·323 2747 
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c.pi;{jl PRE/POWERAMPLIFIERS 

and onquer! 
Want to get more out of your speakers? Malcolm Steward looks for 

increased power, control and flexibility in four pre/power amplifier combos. 

A
system can only develop to a finite 

level with an integrated amplifier at 

its heart. Once you decide that you 

need more power and increased flex­

ibility, or that you want to bi-amplify 

your speakers, you need to consider 

a move to separate pre and power ampli­

fiers. Over the past few years I've discovered 

several speakers that respond enthusiasti­

cally to being used with a brace of power 

amplifiers: not just high cost models such as 

the £2,000 Platinum Solo or the £1,700 
Naim SBL, but funky little numbers such as 

the Neat Petite, which at under £800 is 

more affordable. Naturally, any speaker that 

can be bi-wired can also be bi-amped, so a 

pre/power upgrade is well worth considering 

if you think your speakers have more to give. 

You can bi-amp with an integrated and 

an additional power amplifier - provided 

that the latter is a perfect match for the inte­

grated's power amplifier stage - but 

it's not an ideal arrangement. 

You have the preampli­

fier sharing its power 

supply with one half of 

THE CAST LIST 

Creek P42/A42 .......................... £1,000 
Cyrus Pre and Power .................. £1,100 
Moth Thirty Series ...................... £1,128 
Rotel RC-980BX/RB-980BX ........... £800 

the power amplifier, while its delicate audio 

circuits live in close proximity to the power 

stages. Neither is ideal if you're chasing opti­

mum performance. 

Pre/power combinations- at least those 

worth serious consideration - were once 

significantly more expensive than integrated 

amplifiers. Recently, however, the gap has 

narrowed. As the models featured in this test 

show, you can build a sophisticated system 

for around £1",000. 
Throughout this test I relied heavily on 

my Naim COS CD player. The way it handles 

bass lines, scavenges detail and effortlessly 

conveys the emotion within music and per­

formances, make it a suitably dependable 

input. I used various loudspeakers but 

spent most time listening to the new 

Neat Petite /Is, which I've found to be 

truly revealing, and an accurate indica-

tor of amplifier quality upstream. 

Setting up the first amplifier provided 

a reminder of how a system can be 

made or broken by its intercon­

nects, so I employed a selection 

from Audio Note, Cable Talk, 

Chord Co., DNM, Heybrook and 

Audioquest. Despite my inher­

ent dislike of solid-core leads, I 

found that the DNM reson 
cables provided consistently 

fine results. All equipment 

was supported by Mana 

Acoustics tables, and the 

Neat speakers were parked 

on Slate Audio stands. 

Speaker cables came from 

Naim Audio and Kelvin 

Audio Systems. 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 



PRE/POWERAMPLII'IERS 

Cl'eek P42/ A42 

Versatility is a major facet of this Creek com­

bination. Coming in at exactly £1,000 (or 

£1,100 with remote volume control and 

muting) the set-up consists of a P42 preamp 

fitted with Creek's Special Edition moving 

magnet phono stage, and two bridgable 

stereo A42 power amplifiers. These can be 

configured to provide a neat 50Wpc bi­

amplified system or, as was the case for this 

test, used as a pair of 150W monobloks. 

The A42 also comes with an unusual 

additional facility that might prove useful 

when you have a less-than-perfect match 

between your room and speakers, or if per­

formance is unsatisfactory at low frequen­

cies: by turning a screw inset beneath the 

rear panel, you can adjust the LF turnover 

point between 1Hz and 5Hz. This doesn't 

cure problems of any great magnitude, but it 

does let you fine-tune the system's perfor­

mance, and this certainly proved worth­

while. You can bring the soundstage forward 

or send it back a gnat's so that the perfor­

mance sits where you prefer it in your room. 

On Christy Moore's Live At The Point album, 

for instance, the singer's voice had more 

presence and greater vitality when the pots 

were cranked fully clockwise. The P42 pre­

amplifier is a minimalist device offering just 

volume and balance control, a headphone 

jack, plus independent record and listen 

selectors for the unit's six inputs. 

Connecting up the system seemed a 

rather convoluted exercise, but Creek's 

excellent illustrated instructions were a great 

help. What they didn't point out was the 

sensitivity of these amplifiers to cable differ­

ences. I spent a whole afternoon swapping 

interconnect and speaker cables trying to 

achieve a presentation that was wholly bal­

anced and satisfactory. The combination 

seemed especially pernickety about inter­

connects and - to my great surprise -

snapped into focus when DNM reson solid­

core cables were used. The tonal balance 

evened out and the musica I presentation 

became properly musical: dynamics and 

rhythm, in particular, assumed the cor-

rect degree of snap and speed. 

Way back when I worked in 

retail and sold the earliest 

iterations of Creek's 

range, I always 
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admired the amplifiers' musicality, their 

ability to forge a link between listeners and 

performances. The P42 and A42s displayed 

that same sense of life, urgency and excite­

ment that grabs your attention and focuses it 

on the music. 

it's to their credit that they tempered 

their 'up-and-at-em' drive with a respectable 

amount of control and delicacy. Playing 

Skunk Anansie at unhealthy volume levels, 

they kept a tight, tu nefu I grip on the bass 

lines and sounded engagingly open portray­

ing vocals. The guitar really ripped through 

the mix and the energetic drumming came 

through the floor as much as it came 

through the air, but I never felt tempted to 

lower the volume level. 

Someone whose tastes in music are more 

genteel will find this combination's articula­

tion and openness equally appealing. 

Through many systems the vocals on Black 

Grape's Kel/y's Heroes sound less than com­

pletely intelligible: the P42 and A42s strived 

to sort out every syllable. They also painted 

a powerful and precise picture of Dr John's 

For only a grand, you can go 

up the Creek in style. 

Afterglow album, conveying the consider­

able might of his piano and the weight of his 

big band's horns with commendable author­

ity, and imbuing his voice with a convincing 

sense of character. 

In short, once you have them wired 

just right, the Creek amplifiers are 

Recommended because they repay you 

handsomely with music that's easy on the 

ear but never short of life. Just remember to 

choose your interconnects with care. 

Cyn�s Pl'e ancl Powel' 

The Cyrus combination's ethos centres on 

mixing versatility with technology. The ver­

satility comes through the £300 PSX-R 

power supply- not tested here- and the 

various configurations available for upgrad­

ing the basic two-box set-up. You can con­

vert the 50Wpc stereo Power amp into a 

110W monoblok with a (mandatory) PSX-R 

feeding each power amplifier. 

The internal whirring and indicator-flash­

ing that accompanied preamp switch-on 

alerted me to a high-tech character. The 

preamplifier's microprocessors have to 

check that everything is okay and properly 

adjusted before they'll open up the audio 

path. That path, incidentally, can be via bal­

anced XLR connections or more conven­

tional RCA leads. 

The £650 Pre and £450 Power cases are 

small, but there's a wealth of technology 

packed inside them. The system comes with 

a remote control straight outta Star Trek, .._. 

Mission's duo is just 

the thing for Star 

Trek fans. 
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For Fast 'n Free 24 hour Mail Order Contact: 0181 8521321 

Arcam CD Players·Full range? YES! 

Arcam Alpha One (F/L) .......... £299.00 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus (F/L) ...... £479.00 

Arcam Alpha 6 (F/L) ............. £599.00 

Arcam Delta 270 (F/L) .......... £799.00 

Arcam Delta 250 Transport ..... £799.00 

Arcam Black Box 50 . .. ... £479.00 

Arcam Black Box 500 . . ... £745.00 

De non DCD 825 ... 

(F/L) = FREE CHORD COMPANY 
INTERCONNECT WORTH £25.00 

Linn Mimik CD Player 

Llnn CD Players • Full range? YES! 

Marantz CD46 .................. £179.00 

Marantz CD63/2 .................. £269.00 

Marantz CD63se .................. £349.00 

NAD 501 ........ £199.00 

NAD 512 (F/L) 

Nalm CD3 ( F /L) 

Nalm CD 3 ................... £949.00 

Nalm CD 2 <:=>� .. 
Pioneer PO -S904 .................. £399.00 

Rotel RCD 930AX . £199.00 

Rotel RCD 970BX (F/L) ......... £349.00 

TURNTABLES 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 

Arc am Alpha 6 Plus ... 

Arcam Delta 290 

........ £239.00 

. . £349.00 

........ £499.00 

... £399.00 

..... £249.00 

.................. £650.00 

£725.00 

Arcam Delta 290P . 

Creek 4240 

Linn LK100 PI Amp 

NAD 310 Amplifier ................... £99.00 

NAD 312 Amplifier .. £199.00 

NAIM Nait 3 Integrated ........... £549.00 -·-&?.,yES 01���.,��., 
� ............ _, _ _ ,.,..,..,..,_ 

Naim NAC 92 Preamp .... . £434.00 

Naim NAP 90/3 Power Amp .... £416.00 

Naim FlatCap Supply ... .......... £317.00 

Naim 72 Preamp . .. .. ..... £669.00 

Naim 82 Preamp 

Pioneer A400X 

THE CHOICE IS TRULY YOURS 
We carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London and you can be 
sure that any of the products you see advertised here are on 
display and available for audition. Our helpful experienced 
staff are always on hand to help explore the possibilities 
open to you. This month- check our Interest Free, for the 
most flexible way to buy what you really want! 

( Email address:- sales@billyvee.demon.co.uk) 

Arcam Alpha 5 Tuner Plus .... 

Arcam Delta 280 Tuner (F/L) £399.00 

Denon Tu 260L Tuner ..... .. £119.00 

Linn Kudos .......... £775.00 

NAD 412 Tuner <:;;lli'!I5Sll ..... £199.00 

NAD 414 RDS <:=>�----- £249.00 

Marantz ST55 Tuner .............. £129.00 

Naim NAT 03 Tuner ................ £549.00 

Nalm NAT 02 Tuner ................ £998.00 

Quad 66FM .................. £554.00 

Rega Radio AM/FM Tuner (F/L)£229.00 

Rotel RT 935AX ... £159.00 

Rotel RT 940AX (F/L) ............ £199.00 

CASSETTE 
Denon DRM550 .................. £159.00 

Denon DRS640 .................. £209.00 

Denon DRW 580 ..... £199.00 

NAD 613 <:=>� .............. £229.00 

Nakamlchl DR3 (Was 399) .... £449.00 

Nakamlchl DR2 (F/L x 2) ...... £699.00 

Nakamlchl DR1 (F/T) ............ £799.00 

Nakamlchl Dragon (F/Lx2) .. £2350.00 

Yamaha KX380 .. £169.00 

............... £199.00 

Yamaha KX-W482 . . £249.00 

Yamaha KX580 (F/L) ............ £249.00 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
(FREE C.T.3) = FREE CABLETALK 3. 

B&W 601 (New) .................. £199.00 

B&W 602 (New) .................. £279.00 

B&W 603 (New) .................. £499.00 

Epos ES11 Spkrs ... £445.00 

Epos ES22 Spkrs ... 1185.00 

Heybrook HB1 .................. £229.00 

KEF Coda 7 ..... £129.00 

KEF Coda 8 (Free C.T.3) ........ £189.00 

Llnn Full range stocked & on De m? YES I 

Mission 751 (Free C.T.3) ....... £299.00 

Mission 752 (Free C.T.3) ....... £499.00 

Mission 753 (Free C.T Blwlre) £699.00 

ProAc Tablette 50 .... £5.99.00 

ProAc Response One .... £999.00 

Quad 10L (New) .................. £699.00 

Quad ELS63 on Demonstration? YES! 

Rega Kyte (Bik or Wal) ............ £198.00 

Rega El a (Black) .. £498.00 

Rogers LS33 (Free C.T.3) ...... £249.00 

Tannoy 631 /se �1!15l17 ...... £169.00 

Tannoy 633 (Free C.T.3) ........ £299.00 

AUDIO VISUAL 
A/V AMPLIRERS & PROCESSORS 

.................. £999.00 

Arcam Xeta Two 

Yamaha DSP580 

LASER DISC PLAYERS 

.. £649.00 

£449.00 

Pioneer CLD-515 ........... £499.00 

Pioneer CLD-2950 .... £699.00 

SURROUND • SPEAKER SYSTEMS 

B&W HCM2 + Power Bass ... .. £399.00 

KEF 30B, 80C,60S System .. .. £999.00 

KEF 90 (Centre) .. £259.00 

Mission 73S (Surround) ...... ..... £99.00 

Polk RM3000/2 System ......... £699.00 

Pioneer V201 SatjSub System £249.00 



PRE/POWERAMPLIFIERS 

.,. and the proprietary Cyrus MC-BUS fitted to 
the amps allows complete Cyrus system 
control with one handset. The Pre has five 
line-level inputs plus tape, and a moving­
magnet phono stage that's upgradable to 
moving-coil status. The phono stage can 
also be converted to line-level operation. 

I was warned that the system needed to 
warm up thoroughly before it would give of 
its best, and that advice proved to be invalu­
able. I used it first with the supplied inter­
connects and then with the DNM reson 

cables. With the latter it sounded a little 
cleaner and more open at the top end, yet 
there was no sacrifice of drive nor of signifi­
cant weight in the bass. 

The Power comes with 3mm speaker 
sockets to please those non-audiophiles in 
the EC who disapprove of 4mm connectors. 
The supplied plugs wouldn't accept the 
heavy cables I prefer and made me desper­
ately keen to ask one of those Eurocrats to 
come and demonstrate how to bi-wire 
speakers with popular cables such as Naim 
NAC A5 or Cable Talk Talk 3. 

That aside, the combination produced 
the sort of results I'd expected. lt had the 
punchy, light-footed delivery that has 
always characterised amps such as the 
Cyrus /// and its predecessors. To this it 
added a welcome sense of substance and 
natural warmth- particularly noticeable on 
vocals- that gave its presentation less of a 
hi-fi tinge than those that went before. Or 
John, for example, sounded like the well­
built individual he is. The amp retained this 
smoothness and solidity until I pushed it 
past the levels that most folks would deem 
comfortable. At that point - running at a 
steady 97dB and hitting lOOdB on the 
peaks - it became a little edgy, but previ­
ous experience with PSX-Rs suggests that 
these might well add the extra control that's 
required for maniacal sessions. 

The Pre and Power seemed perfectly 
content playing feisty music. Vocals on the 
Skunk Anansie album did not lack energy, 
but never reached the point where that vital-

Who needs features 

and functions, when 

Moth sounds 

so good? 
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ity became oppressive. The bass drove along 
determinedly but without the muscle that I'd 
heard with the Creek amps. Nonetheless, it 
wasn't too light, and remained agile enough 
to keep toes tapping. 

The combination showed enthusiasm for 
digging detail out of the midband. This paid 
dividends with Black Grape. Vocal intelligi­
bility was better than average, with the 
voices clearly delineated in the lively mix. 

The Cyruses are fiery enough to perk up 
speakers that have a pipe-and-slippers pre­
sentation, yet demonstrate sufficient grip 
and refinement to avoid sounding too effu­
sive when partnered with more forthcoming 
speakers. Put it this way: without blowing 
you out of your chair, the Pre and Power's 

effervescence should ensure that you never 
end up sneaking 40 winks in front of your 
system on a long Sunday afternoon. 

Moth Thirty Series 
If the Moth Thirty Series came in regular­
sized casework, you'd be upgrading your 
equipment rack to accommodate it. As it is, 
the preamp, its power supply, two lOOW 
monoblok power amps and their shared 
power-supply unit are all ultra-compact 
devices that you could stack on a single 
equipment-table shelf. All are just over 
34cm deep but less than 6cm tall. The 
£249 preamp and its power supply (psu) 
are just over lOcm wide, while the £879 
power amps/psu are just over 15cm wide. 

As well as being strikingly compact, the 
preamp is also strikingly minimalist. Three 
unlabelled controls and a small illuminated 
dot are the sole adornment on the facia. 
These are the volume control, input selector, 
tape-monitor button, and power indicator. 
The unit has four line-level inputs- if you 
need a phono stage, Moth can supply a sep­
arate phono preamplifier - connected 
through RCA phonos and a tape loop on a 

DIN socket. Why DIN? The man from Moth 
told me quite candidly it was the only socket 
that would fit on the rear panel. RCA phonos 
provide output for the power amplifiers. 

This system looks downright unassum­
ing, and its chaste appearance is unlikely to 
excite your non-audiophile acquaintances. 
Its performance, however, should make 
them sit up and take notice. From these 
undernourished cases emerged a big, bold 
presentation that was immediately involv­
ing. The commanding way the amplifiers 
handled the good Doctor John's piano and 
band on I Know What I've Got was magnifi­
cent. The piano rang out and resonated with 
superb might, exciting the air in the room 
with uncommon authority. The brass sec­
tion's contributions pierced the mix with 
gusto but without any unnatural stridency, 
while bass and drums laid a driving founda­
tion for the band to build upon. In the mid­
dle of all this bigness and boldness, how­
ever, the Moths carefully extracted detail 
and nuances. Or John's voice was vividly 
drawn, and his phrasing was sympatheti­
cally conveyed. 

While they demonstrated the solid, even 
tonal balance and detail retrieval expected 
from quality hi-fi components. the Thirty 

Series amplifiers proved equally adept at 
delivering the qualities vital for musical sat­
isfaction. They certainly didn't falter when 
asked to rock'n'roll. They conveyed the var­
ied rhythms and feels on the Black Grape 
album with a mix of ease and determination 
that I found most attractive and involving. 
The same unforced quality also emerged in 
the way the amplifiers sorted out vocal 
exchanges between different singers. While 
never sounding in the least bit clinical, they 
unearthed each syllable in every quickfire 
interchange. 

The amplifier's robustness, demon­
strated by its handling of the bass lines that 
drive along it's Great When You're Straight 

so persuasively, also proved advantageous 
when Skunk Anansie fell onto the plat-

ter. This hard-core fusion kicked. 
The album demands abundant 

energy, a full-blooded tonal 
balance, and control, if 

it's to have the desired 
effect. The Moths pro­

vided all three. Their 
case-fronts might be 

wooden but their perfor­
mance certainly wasn't. 

Whatever the music, 
the strength of the Thirty 

Series amplifiers seemed 
to be their finely-judged 

balance rather than their 
excellence in specific areas. 

An across-the-board com­
petence and willingness to 

groove enabled them to get 
to the heart of a variety of 
genres to their best advan-

tage. A worthy Best Buy. � 
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PRE/POWERAMPLIFIERS 

Rote! puts the 'power' 

into pre/power amps. 

Rotel RC-980BX/RB-980BX 

..._ Rotel's two-box 980BX system was the 

most conventional-looking of this foursome, 

yet still it strikes a blow for minimalism. The 

£375 RC-980BX preamplifier proffers no 

more than a dual-gang volume control and 

two input selectors, one for choosing the 

source to be recorded, the other for selecting 

the source to which you want to listen. Apart 

from a headphone jack and a power on/off 

button, that's all. Inputs consist of three at 

line level, two tape loops and a switchable 

moving-coil/moving-magnet phono stage. 

The £475 RB-980BX power amplifier is 

equally spartan. Its facia contains just a 

power switch and three LED indicators. The 

first of these comes on when the amp is 

powered; the second when its protection cir­

cuit is operating (when the amplifier is set­

tling down after being powered up, for exam­

ple); the third lights when the amplifier is 

configured for bridged-mono operation. In 

standard two-channel mode the RB-980 

delivers 120Wpc but sliding a rear-panel 

switch and rearranging its connections turn 

it into a fire-breathing 360W monoblok. 

Unless you're driving loudspeakers with 

even less sensitivity than Alan Partridge, 

stereo should prove quite sufficient. 

Dr John's piano and big band sounded 

confident and powerful. Instrumental timbre 

had a rich, warm quality that was appealing 

but not strictly natural. There was a hint of 

overall softness that robbed the piano of 

attack, reducing blare and stridency of the 

horn section when it was in full swing. 

Nonetheless, the music remained involving 

and I could imagine this portrayal attracting 

anyone looking for a smooth-sounding, 

informative presentation. This quality made 

it easy to follow the music without being dis­

tracted by the tonal harshness found in 

some low-cost pre/powers. However, the 

laid-back-ness did tend to take the edge off 

the music's ambling rhythms. I would have 
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appreciated a little more urgency at times. 

With more up-tempo music, I found that 

the Rote! combination didn't drive hard 

enough to put me into air-guitar mode. 

Vocals sounded less committed; drumming 

didn't have its usual intensity or attack; gui­

tars sounded too clean and polished; and 

bass lines didn't have the stop/start preci­

sion that normally gives music like Skunk 

Anansie its fearsome propulsion. The Rote! 

amps had more success with gentler, slower 

tracks, but their presentation still sounded 

too polite and restrained to convey any vivid 

musical colour and emotional power. 

The upside of this gentility was that the 

Rotels tamed enthusiastically-recorded 

discs that can sound rather fierce on some 

systems. Black Grape's album sits on the 

border that separates vibrant and exciting 

from bellicose and oppressive. Through the 

RC/RB-980BX this album retained its vigour 

but lost its in-yer-faceness. The amplifiers 

also seemed more rhythmically in tune with 

Mr Ryder's music: while not sounding as 

quick and pushy as others here they suc­

ceeded in setting my toes tapping. However, 

they didn't score anything above average in 

the vocal intelligibility department. This, I 

reckon, was because they didn't resolve 

individual strands within busy mixes quite 

as clearly as the other amps. Also, when the 

music became busy, the midband tended to 

sound smeared and less well defined. 

Even if you factor in the lower price of 

this combo, the equation still does not 

comes out in the Rotel's favour. While this 

combo was outwardly attractive, detailed 

listening revealed that it didn't extract or 

organise information so readily as the others 

in this group. If this was the case when it 

was fed by a Naim COS CD player and dri­

ving the Neat Petite !Is, then it will sound 

rather cloying and less communicative when 

partnered by lower-priced components. � 

le)0ii{jl 

CONCLUSIQ�N::· 1 _ 

Versatility has always been a prime reason 

for choosing a pre/power amplifier com­

bination. The Creek system will convert 

from bridged dual-mono to bi-amped 

stereo without additional expenditure. 

With aY-interconnect and another 

Power amplifier, the Cyrus system will 

handle bi-amping but dual mono opera­

tion demands the addition of two PSX-R 

power supplies (one per Power). 

The Moth system's modular approach 

makes for flexibility but, again, you'd 

need aY-interconnect and a couple more 

mono amps (with their psu) for bi-amp­

ing. The Rote! preamplifier's dual out­

puts and the power amplifier's 

mono/stereo modes mean that adding 

another RB·980BX gives you a choice of 

bi-amped or bridged mono operation at 

the flick of a switch. If you and your bank 

balance so wished, you could even bi­

amp with four monobloks. 

Naturally, you're not going to expand 

any amplifier system that doesn't light 

your musical touch-paper. None of the 

systems here fell severely short of the 

mark, but each had clearly recognisable 

characteristics that will either set the 

fireworks off or leave you wondering 

whether the fuse went out. 

Both the Creek and Cyrus had their 

moments but my personal favourite was 

the Moth Thirty Series. I just had to wait 

until the last track had finished playing, 

before packing it away! 

Creek m 0181-361 4133 

Mission m 01480 451777 

Moth m 01234 741152 

Rote/ m 01908 317707 
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COMPETITION 

Quadraspire Custom . 

Tables Worth Over 

£3,000 
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COMPETITION 

uadraspire is bringing 

high-quality furniture to 

the hi-fi masses. Using 

traditional woodworking 

techniques and good old­

fashioned listening tests, Quadraspire has 

quickly built a reputation as the sound-quality­

conscious wooden-table manufacturer. 

This reputation is based on the Best Buy Q4 

table, tested in our February 1996 issue, and we 

have two of these superb £200, four-tier tables 

to give away as third prizes in our furniture 

frenzy. Quadraspire is now producing dedicated 

hi-fi cabinets for £350, and the first two wrested 

from the hands of its craftsmen will constitute 

second prizes for a pair of lucky readers. 

This month's first prize is possibly our most 

ambitious to date. Quadraspire is also a master 

of custom-built furniture and the lucky winner of 

the first prize will receive up to £2,000 worth of 

custom-designed, built-to-order hi-fi tables or 

cabinets. That's right: one lucky winner will be 

able to specify their own special combination of 

equipment supports and storage for records and 

COs - or indeed, any other part of a hi-fi system 

that's in need of a good home! 

Simply answer the question on the right and 

you could be on the way to hi-fi-support heaven! 

For - lnrorm.tlon ........ � ,..,..._, 
lnC:IucllnO ..... .... .toddst lnfoltndon, .... to: 
62 Riverside, Sir Thomas Longley Road, 
Rochester, Kent, ME 32 4BH 
a 01634 296615 a Fax 01634 720269 

TBE QUESTION 
What shape 'WIIII Kiag .&atla•'• table? 
a) Rectangular 

b) Dodecahedra! 

c) Round 

d) Quadrangular 

TO ENTER, PHONE 
NOW ON 0891 3333 15 
• You will be asked to state the answer to the question above. Please speak 

clearly, and don't forget to leave your name, address and daytime phone num­

ber. Winners will be picked at random from all correct entries. You will be asked 

to inform us if you do not wish to receive details of further offers or promotions. 

• Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute at all other times. 

Calls should take no longer than two minutes. 

• Lines open at midnight on Friday April 26th, 1996, and remain open 

until midnight on Friday June 14th, 1996. 

• Alternatively, write the answer on the back of a postcard or sealed-down 

envelope, together with your name, address and daytime telephone number. 

You must guarantee that you are over 18 years of age. 

Address this entry to: 

Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC606A) 

Bradley Pavilions, 

Bradley Stoke North, 

Bristol BS12 OBQ. 

All postal entries must arrive by first post, Friday June 14th, 1996. 

COMPETITION RULES 
__._.---- --------...... !. e The Closing Date for this competition is June 7th, 1996. 

e Winners of the Quadraspire competition will be judged from all 
correctentries submitted by telephone and post, and drawn at 
random on the Closing Date. 

e All winners will be notified by post. . 
e The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

e This competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd., 

Quadraspire UK, nor their suppliers, agents or associates. 

e We regret that this competition is open to UK residents only. 

e No cash alternative will be offered. 

e The act of entering the competition will be taken as acceptance of the rules. 
e You mu;;t notify us if you do not wish to be informed of any special 

offers or promotions. On postal entries, please indicate clearly on your 

entry if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers. 

e We will assume you are over 18 years of age unless you state otherwise. 

e For a list of winners of the Quadraspire competition, write, enclosing a 

stamped, addressed envelope, to: Hi-Fi Choice Winners, Dept 155/1, 

19 Bolsover Street, LONDON WlP 7HJ. 
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''lt's a rare combination 
Of superb ,$OUnd1 and 

... -�- ' c  • 11 
&errf.JC va.ue ... WHAT HI-FI 

and only available from these dealers ... 
ABERDEEN BOURNEMOUTH CHESTER FALKIRK KINGSTON UPON LONDON MIDDLESBOROUGH PRESTWICH SWANSEA 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Mike Manning Audio Peter's Hi-Fi Hi-Fi Corner THAMES Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Gilson Audio Richer Sounds Qu!nn's Audio 
01224 587070 01202 751 522 01244 319392 01 324 62901 1 Infidelity 01376 501733 01642 248793 0161 773 0333 Visual Systems 
ACCRINGTON Movement Audio CHICHESTER FOLKESTONE 0181 943 3530 Hi-Fi Surplus Store MSV RAMSEY 01 792 773644 
Cryers 01202 529988 Chichester Hi-Fi Halksworth Wheeler Richer Sounds 0171 323 6712 01 642 223388 Island Compact Disc THAME 

01254 391440 Suttons 01243 776402 01303 255688 0181 549 9999 Hi-Fi Surplus Store MILTON KEYNES Centre ThameAudio 
ALDERLEY EDGE 01202 555512 CHIPPENHAM V.J. Hi-Fi Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 0171 935 7582 Technosound 01624 815521 01844 215431 

AstonAudio BRACKNELL JD Stereo Center 01303 256880 0181 547 0717 Hi-Spek Electronics 01 908 604949 READING TORQUAY 

01625 582704 B&B Hi-Fi 01249 654357 GATESHEAD LANCASTER 0181 349 1166 NEW MALDEN B&B Hi-Fi Chelston Hi-Fi 
ALDERSHOT 01344 424556 CHORLEY Lintone Audio Practical Hi-Fi HiWay Hi-Fi Grandix 01734 583730 01 803 606863 
Sextons Hi-Fi BRENTWDOD Monitor Sound 0191 460 0999 01524 36991 0171 636 5974 0181 336 0012 Reading Hi-Fi TRURO 

01252 20728 Hi-Spek 01257 271935 Untone Audio LEEDS Kamla Electronics NEWBURY 01734 585463 E.T.S. 
AYLESBURY Electronics COLCHESTER 0191 477 4167 Bill Hutchinson 0171 323 2747 B&B Hi-Fi Richer Sounds 01872 79809 

Northwood Audio 11 01277 226303 Pro Musica GLASGOW 0113 242 7777 K.J. West One 01635 32474 01734 591111 TUNBRIDGE 
01296 28790 BRIGHTON 01206 577519 Bill Hutchinson Richer Sounds 0171 486 8262 NEWCASTLE ROTHERHAM WELLS 
BANGOR Richer Sounds CONGLETON 0141 248 2857 0113 2455717 M. O'Brien Hi-Fi Bill Hutchinson Moorgate Acoustics Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
I&H Griffiths & Sons 01273 673333 The Hi-Fi Richer Sounds Superti 0181 946 1528 0191 230 3600 01709 370666 01892 531543 
01248 370655 Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Showrooms 0141 226 5551 0113 244 9075 Musical Images Richer Sounds RUGBY TUXFORD, 
BARKING 01273 733338 01260 280017 The Music Room LEICESTER 01 71 497 1346 0191 2301392 Sounds Expensive nrNewartt 
Hyper-Fi the powerplant COVENTRY 0141 332 5012 Leicester Hi-Fi MyersAudio Untone Audio 01 786 540772 Chantry Audio 
0181 591 6961 Hi-Fi Frank Harvey Hi-Fi GODSTONE Company 0181 520 7277 0191 232 3994 SAFFRON 01777 870372 
BARNSTAPLE 01273 775978 Excellence Surrey Hi-Fi 01 16 2539753 Oranges & Lemons NEWPORT WALDEN UXBRIDGE 

J & A Video Centre BRISTOL 01 203 525200 01883 744755 Listen Inn 01 71 924 2040 Hi-Fi Western Chew & Osborne Uxbridge Audio 
01271 24384 Richer Sounds Superfi GUILDFORD 01 16 2623754 PRC Hi-Fi & Video 01633 262790 01799 523728 01 895 230404 
BARROW IN 01 1 7 973 4397 01203 223254 Rogers Hi-Fi May's Hi-Fi 0181 470 3499 NEWQUAY SCAR BOROUGH WALLINGFORD 

FUR NESS V' Audio CROYDON 01483 61049 01 1 6 262 5625 Richer Sounds Quarterdeck Music Audio One Astley Audio 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 01 1 7 968 6005 Richer Sounds Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Richer Sounds 0171 352 8496 01637 851441 01723 355654 01491 839305 
01229 838757 BROMBOROUGH 0181 667 1100 01483 36666 01 1 6 255 4656 Richer Sounds NORTHAMPTON SEVENOAKS WARRINGTON 

BATH CROSS Sevenoaks Hi-Fi HALIFAX Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 0171 403 1201 Listen Inn Performance Hi-Fi Doug Brady Hi-Fi 
Moss of Bath Peter's Hi-Fi 0181 665 1203 Huddersfield Hi-Fi 0116 2557518 Richer Sounds 01604 37871 Systems 01925 828009 
01225 465085 0151 344 1874 Spaldings Hi-Fi Centre The Stereo Shack 0171 722 3359 NORTHWDOD 01732 740425 Practical Hi-Fi 
Paul Green Hi-Fi BROMSGROVE 0181 654 1231 01 422 366632 01 16 253 0330 Richer Sounds Northwood Hi-Fi SevenOaks Hi-Fi 01925 32179 
01225 316197 Spains DARLINGTON HARROGATE LINCOLN 0171 831 2888 01923 820877 01 732 459555 WATFORD 
BEDFORD 01527 872460 Hi-Fi Experience Harrogate Hi-Fi Superfi Sevenoaks Hi-Fi NORWICH SHEFFIELD Hi-Fi Ci1y 
Richard's Audio BURTON UPON 01325 481418 Centre 01 552 520265 0171 352 9466 Basically Sound Moorgate Acoustics 01923 226169 
Visual TRENT DERBY 01 423 50427 4 LIVERPOOL Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 01508 570829 0114 2756048 Richer Sounds 
01234 365165 Grange Hi-Fi Superfi HARROW Beaver Hi-Fi 0181 855 8016 NOTTINGHAM Richer Sounds 01923 21 8888 
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 01283 533655 01 332 360303 Harrow Audio 0151 709 9898 Shasonic Forum H-Fi & Video 0114 2661616 Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
01234 272779 BURY DOUGLAS 0181 883 0938 Better Hi-Fi 0171 323 0333 Centre Superfi 01923 213533 
BELFAST ST.EDMUNDS Island Compact HASTINGS 0151 227 5007 Sound Sense 0115 962 2657 01 14 2723768 WEST WICKHAM 

Audio Times Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Disc Centre Adams & Jarrett Richer Sounds 0171 402 2100 Richer Sounds SHREWSBURY Stirling Sounds 
01232 249117 01284 753776 01624 674505 01424 437165 0151 708 7484 Spatial Audio & 0115 9241551 Creative Audio 0181 777 9321 
Richer Sounds CAM BORNE DUBLIN 2 HEREFORD LLANDUDNO Video Superfi 01743 241924 WEYBRIDGE 
01232 321332 E.T.S. Hi Fi Corner English Audio Peter's HiFi 0171 637 8702 0115 9412137 Shropshire Hi-Fi Cosmic 
BIDEFORD 01209 712344 01671 4343 01432 355081 01 492 876788 Superfi OBAN 01743 232317 01932 854522 
J &A Cameras R.J.F. Audio Visual Richer Sounds HIGH WYCOMBE LONDON 0171 388 1300 Frank Walton Hi-Fi SLOUGH WEYMOUTH 
01237 421791 01209 61 2260 01671 9666 B&B Hi-Fi A&M Electronics The Cornflake Shop 01631 62917 Frasers Hi-Fi Weymouth Hi-Fi 
BIRMINGHAM CAMBRIDGE DUBLIN4 01494 535910 0171 580 1577 0171 631 0472 OLD HAM Video 01 305 785729 
Five Ways Hi-Fi Campkins Hi-Fi The Sony Centre The Sound Gallery Audio Concept The Sound Audio Counsel 01753 520244 WILMSLOW 
0121 455 0667 01223 312240 01667 0990 01494 531662 0181 567 8703 Organisation 0161 633 2602 SOUTHAMPTON Swift Hi-Fi of 
Music Matters The Audio File DUNDEE HORS HAM Auditorium 0171 403 2255 OTLEY Richer Sounds Wilmslow 
0121 429 2811 01223 68305 J.D. Brown Horsham Hi-Fi 0171 247 5000 Uxbridge Audio AstonAudio 01703 231311 01625 526213 
Music Matters CANTERBURY 01382 226591 01403 251587 Bartletts Hi-Fi 0181 742 3444 01943 467689 Southampton Hi-Fi WITHAM 
0121 742 0254 QAudio W. M. Coupar HOUNSLOW 0171 607 2296 LOSSIEMOUTH OXFORD Centre Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 

Norman H. Field 01227 462787 01382 229588 Musical Images Billy Vee Sound John Munro Oxford Audio 01703 228434 01376 501733 
Hi-Fi CARDIFF EAST GRINSTEAD 0181 569 5802 Systems 01343 812340 Consultants ST.ALBANS WOKING 
0121 622 2323 Richer Sounds Audio Designs HUDDERSFIELD 0181 318 5755 LUTON 01865 790879 Radlett Audio Bartletts Hi-Fi 
Richer Sounds 01222 465654 01342 314569 Huddersfield Hi-Fi Brians Hi-Fi B&B Hi-Fi Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 01 727 855577 01483 771175 
0121 643 1516 CARLISLE EAST Centre 0171 631 1109 01582 459915 01865 241773 ST.AUSTELL WOLVERHAMPTON 
Superfi Practical Hi-Fi TWICKENHAM 01 484 544888 Chelsea Audio MAIDENHEAD PAIGNTON E.T.S. Superti 
0121 631 2875 01228 44792 Riverside Hi-Fi HULL Visual Centre B&B Hi-Fi Upton Electronics 01726 75400 01902 772901 
BISHOP'S CASTLE FORD 0181 892 7613 A. Fanthorpe 0171 352 2596 01628 73420 01803 551329 ST. NEOTS WORCESTER 
STORTFORD Eric Wiley Hi-Fi EDGWARE 01482 223096 Ci1ysounds MAIDSTONE PERTH AN Audio Sevenoaks Hi-Fi 
Chew & Osborne 01977 556774 Musical Images Superfi 0171 436 5366 Halksworth W. M. Coupar 01480 472071 01905 612929 
01279 656401 CHATHAM 0181 952 5535 01482 324051 Franc is of Streatham Wheeler 01738 634809 STAMFORD West Midlands 
The Audio File Sevenoaks Hi-Fi EDINBURGH Zen Audio 0181 769 0466 01622 756756 PETERBOROUGH Stamford Hi-Fi Audio 
01279 506576 01634 846859 Bill Hutchinson 01482 587397 Hi-Fi Care MANCHESTER The Hi-Fi Company Centre 01905 458046 
BLACKBURN CHELMSFORD 0131 220 0909 ILFORD 0171 637 7879 Bill Hutchinson 01733 341755 0178062128 WORTHING 
Practical Hi-Fi Colvill Hi-Fi Bill Hutchinson PRC Hi-Fi & Video Hi-Fi Care 0161 832 1600 PLYMOUTH STOCKPORT Bowers & Wilkins 
01254 691104 01245 325125 0131 667 2877 0181 514 7448 0171 637 891 1 Practical Hi-Fi The Hi-Fi Attic Richer Sounds 01903 264141 
Romers Hi-Fi Richer Sounds Richer Sounds INVERNESS Hi-Fi Confidential 0161 839 8869 01752 669511 0161 480 1700 Phase 3 Hi-Fi 
Centre 01245 355666 0131 226 3544 The Music Station 0171 233 7225 Superfi POOLE STOKE 01903 245577 
01254 887799 CHELTENHAM ENFIELD 01463 225523 Hi-Fi Experience 0161 835 1156 Movement Audio Living Designs WREXHAM 
BLACKPOOL Sevenoaks Hi-Fi Sevenoaks Hi-Fi IPSWICH 0171 580 3535 The Hi-Fi Room 01202 730865 01782 260047 Acton Gate Audio 
Practical Hi-Fi 01242 241171 0181 3421973 Eastern Audio 0161 832 0888 PORTSMOUTH Superfi 01978 364500 
01253 300599 EPPING 01473 217217 MANSFIELD Now That's Hi-Fi 01782 265010 YEOVIL 
BLOXWICH Chew & Osborne KETTERING Techniques Hi-Fi 01705 811230 STOURBRIDGE Mike Manning 
Sound Academy 01992 574242 Classic Hi-Fi 01623 26315 PRESTON Music Matters Audio 
01922 473499 01536 310855 MARGATE Goodrights 01394 444184 01935 79361 
BOLTON V.J. Hi-Fi 01 772 257528 YORK 
Practical Hi-Fi 01843 226977 Practical Hi-Fi Vickers Hi-Fi 
01204 395789 01 772 883958 01904 629659 

• Cable Talk 
�MY 

For further information please write to: 
Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre, Eelmoor Road; Farnborough, Hants GU14 7XA 

Tel: 01252 373434. Fax: 01252 371818 

Please quote HFC 06/96 
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The battle for affordable super sound rages most 

fiercely in the mid-range price bracket. As we found 

out this means there are plenty of great machines 

to choose from! Subjective Reviews: Alvin Gold 

0 
ur test group this month con­
sists of eleven up-market,  
one-box CD players costing 
between £400 and £1,000. 

The group is an unusually 
strong one, feat uring an 

eclectic mix of models from mainstream 
and smaller specialist manufacturers, 
such as the latest from Linn, Naim, 
Quad and Marantz. 

Lab Tests: Paul Miller --��-------!So�u:nd quality is what it's all about. 
Little space has been devoted 

88 JUNE 1996 

to blow-by-blow accounts of 
front-panel or remote-control 
facilities, since few listeners will 
have much use for any but the 

most basic track-search controls 
and read-outs. Frankly, if it is gad­

gets you're after, or if your priorities 
include automatically-programmed 

dubbing onto cassette, you'd proba91y 

HI-Fl CHOICE 



CD PLAYERS 

be better served by one of the plethora of 
multi-disc players, most of which sell for 
less than £300. 

Each of the test players can select indi­
vidual tracks, offers audible cueing, and 
allows for track programming. The 
descriptions concentrate on the features 
that are relevant in an audiophile context, 
such as the provision or otherwise of digi­
tal outputs. These aren't there just to 
allow the use of outboard DACs. They are 
also a prerequisite for those who want to 

THE CAST LIST 

Arcam Alpha 6 ............................. £600 

harman/kardon HD7625 ............... £450 

Linn Mimik .................................. £875 

Marantz CD-l7 ............................. £800 

Meridian 506 ............................... £950 

Nairn Audio CD3 ..................... £977 .60 

Orelle CD-lOOSE .......................... £550 

Quad 77 ............................... £900/700 

Rotel RCD-975 ............................. £450 

Teac VRDS-7 ................................ £650 

Thule CD·lOO .............................. £849 

What hi·fi clicl we use fol' the test? 
The system we chose for auditioning was 

designed to be as transparent and neutral as 

possible, to avoid any possible bias in the 

results. Equipment included a Krell KRC-3 
preamp and KSA-50$ power amp, con­

nected using Siltech BA-560 Gold balanced 

interconnects. Speakers were Spendor's 

SPl/1 and 2030 models- the latter a new 

and very different floorst ander by Robin 

Marshal I, formerly of Epos. The two speakers 

were used on successive days- each panel 

made its own choice at the start of listening. 

Speaker cables were from Audio Truth. 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

record in the digital domain onto DCC, 
Mini Disc or DAT. 

This is the first time I, Alvin Gold, have 
run the CD player listening tests, so regu­
lar readers will notice inevitable changes 
from how CD tests have been conducted 
in the past. However, most of these 
changes concern the actual procedure 
and equipment used to accompany the 
players under test. A panel of experienced 
listeners auditioned a selection of music 
on each player under blind listening con-

THE LISTENING TEST 

'l'heBUacl LlstealagPaael 

Robin Marshal! (Mission Research) 

Roy Gandy (Rega Research) 

Russell Kauffman (Morel Loudspeakers) 

Alan Sircom (Hi-Fi Choice) 

Jason Kennedy (Hi-Fi Choice) 

John Mansell (Rega Research) 

Stuart Nevill (B&W Loudspeakers). 

1·)01 i ifi I 

ditions (with unannounced repeats) over a 
two-day period. Volume levels were nor­
malised using a sine-wave test signal and 
an audio voltmeter between presenta­
tions, to ensure that output voltage differ­
ences between players had no effect on 
the test results. The main procedural dif­
ference was that listening notes were 
made individually by each listener, rather 
than collectively at the end of each test 
run. I also did my own hands-on listening, 
and have reported on this as appropriate. 

Albulll5 We Listened To 
Allson Knluss 
Now That I've Found You 

Total Eclipse (Blue Room) 
Nautilus 

Song of Bem•dette 
Jennifer Warnes 
Every Morning 
Keb'Mo' 
Beethoven Plllno SOIUita N" 1 

Alfred Brendel 
MINer Sy111pl-r N" 4, llnlllll, FlwlllfiA't RSO 
Helen Donath 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . . ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) .. ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) .. ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD .. ? 
... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming, 

Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Maiden, 
Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on­
Thames, West By fleet, Wey bridge, Windsor, Woking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cy rus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, 
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Sy stemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony, 

Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Sy stems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the 
premises all the above brands (and others also). 

The Hi Fi Shop 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

There is no alternative ... 
We are at: 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

01483 504801.01483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm (later by appointment) 



CD PLAYERS 

Arcam Alpha 6 

T
he Alpha 6 is a derivative of 

the well known Alpha 5 and 

5 Plus, both of which can 

be upgraded to this higher 

spec machine at a cost 

equivalent to the differ­

ence in retail price. Given the rel­

atively modest sums involved -

£120 from the 5 Plus, and £150 

from the 5- this is an unusual act 

of corporate generosity and places 

the Arcam on a roughly equal foot­

ing with Micromega's Stage series players. 

The Alpha 6 eschews what is described 

by some as the 'venerable' Philips 16-bit 

chipset used in the Alpha 5 (but check out 

the Orelle review on page 97), in favour of a 

20-bit NPC hybrid digital filter and a differ­

ential-mode pulse-width DAC. The first ana­

logue filters are also differential, and the 

audio output topology eliminates coupling 

capacitors, which are a known source of 

colouration. The CD transport mechanism is 

the Philips CDM-9. 

Although the remote-control handset 

accesses a typical range of search and play 

features, the Arcam is one of the few 

machines here to include most of the key 

VALUE 
p CE £600 

& Solid, coherent bass; strong on features; 

and desiened to look right with mainstream 

partnering systems. 

... Disappointing overall performance, even by 

comparison with Arcam's cheaper Alpha models. 

181 A&R Cambridge Ltd. Pembroke Avenue, Denny Industrial 

Centre, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB. 

• (01223) 440964 

programming and 

search controls on the front panel as well. 

One of these controls turns off the display, 

which is particularly welcome - despite 

being both simple and attractive, it is also 

very bright. An electrical digital output is 

available. 

Sound Quality 
The Alpha 6 elicited a mixed reaction from 

the panel, which praised certain perfor­

mance aspects and criticised others in an 

almost uncanny parallel of the Teac VRDS-7 

player (tested on page 100). Indeed, the two 

players were confused with each other by 

one of the panel members. 

Though timing was felt to be good, and 

bass output strong, the Alpha 6 was criti­

cised for 'erratic, defocused imagery' (play­

ing Nautilus from the eponymous Blue 

Room label- see page 88-89 for track list­

ings), and a 'shouty, ill-defined voice' (Keb' 

Mo'). Also it was accused of being 'rough­

lacking in definition, and with little attack in 

the middle registers' (Beethoven/Brendel). 

lt was the Jennifer Warnes and Mahler 

1·)01ifii 

tracks, 

however, that attracted the 

most concerted critical ire. The former 

was described as 'mushy and messy 

sounding' by one panellist, while 

another talked of 'odd, reedy strings ... 

(which are) creamy sounding, with a 

forward "peaky" voice that blurs the upper 

frequencies'. 

In conversation after the listening had 

ended, the panel commented that the Alpha 6 

superimposed a phasiness on the higher fre­

quencies that led to some muddling of fine 

detail and contributed to a harshness which 

was noticed at one time or another by each 

of the panel members. In less crystalline and 

revealing systems than the one used by the 

panel, the undeniably flawed high-fre­

quency performance was less exposed, and 

the player sounded more satisfactory, with 

its solidity and timing being the dominant 

characteristics. 

Conclusion 
An alarmingly uneven player, the Alpha 6 is 

capable of working well when not too 

exposed, but shows its claws in a high reso­

lution system. In the final analysis, it seems 

that in Arcam's desire to turn out a compre­

hensively-equipped design that can live 

alongside mainstream commercial amplifiers 

and other components, something musically 

important has been compromised. .,_. 
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harman/kardon H 07625 

I 
n contrast to most other contenders in 

this test, the HD7625 is a well­

equipped specimen, even with­

out the remote control handset. 

lt is the most expensive model 

bar one in the harman 

r a n g e ,  a n d  h a s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

house styling, dis­

tinguished by the 

h a l f - r o u n d e d  f r o n t  

panel features. 

Like other less expensive CD players in 

this range, the HD7625 deploys an unusual 

digital conversion topology, described in the 

Lab Report below. Even though the flagship 

£800 HD7725 player acquitted itself well in 

issue 124, the £400 HD7525, tested in 

issue 151, produced good results but raised 

doubts over consistency of the conversion 

implementation from player to player. 

The fluorescent music-calendar-type dis­

play is clear, informative, attractive, and can 

be turned off, except when selecting tracks 

and the like. lt even remembers its status 

after being switched off or disconnected 

from the mains. A front-panel analogue vol­

ume pot controls the head phone socket and 

one of the two line-level outputs, which 

PRICB 
... Wlll·llldowed .... slick player 1hll SOUIIds dllllltd, 

sllll'p llld .... 
'Y llolquile tilt IIIOSt llllurll or lmsplnnt player in 

lis clue. 
181 Harman Audio UK Ltd, Unit 2, llorehamwood Industrial 

Park, Rowley Lane, Bomlamwood WD6 5PZ. 

• (0181) 207 5050 

means that it can 

drive a power amplifier directly. The 

level control may not be of strictly audiophile 

standard, but is better than many compo­

nent preamplifiers. The HD7625 can also 

be used as a standalone CD player with 

headphones. 

Sound Quality 
As Murphy would have it, the first test sam­

ple failed just before the end of the listening 

tests, but this seems to have been a one-off, 

and its replacement behaved faultlessly. I 

am a little concerned, however, that the first 

player sounded different to the second, 

being characterised as mellow and warm. 

Whether or not this is related to the fault 

(undiagnosed at the time of writing) is not 

possible to say. 

The second HD7625 attracted particular 

praise for its instrumental separation, its 

bold, tuneful bass and its relatively clean, 

open top end. 'Detailed and dynamic' said 

one listener, 'clear as a bell' wrote another; 

and there were similar observations from my 

separate hands-on listening. This is a crisp, 

lively and open-sounding player that worked 

consistently well with virtually all types of 

music- rock, jazz, classical and more. 

T h e r e  w a s  a 

down side to this incisiveness. 

One listener chose to compare the HD7625 

to an XR3i, remarking also that it sounded 

brash and clean with the Blue Room track. 

He also suggested that the player sounded 

subjectively loud, a comment echoed by 

another panellist, who drew a frequency 

response plot that showed an upper band 

output peak. 

Image depth is also slightly short­

changed by this player, and there was a flat­

ness that was explicitly commented upon 

with such recordings as the lnbal Mahler 4. 

This was recorded mainly with a single 

crossed pair of microphones, with minimum 

fill from other mics, and which, with the 

right encouragement, is capable of particu­

larly natural three-dimensional imagery. 

Conclusion 
The HD7625 is a solid-sounding, articulate 

and comparatively inexpensive player. lt is 

let down only by a rather flat and upfront 

balance, and by our concerns about sample 

consistency. 



CD PLAYERS 

Linn Mimik 

T 
he Mimik is a single-box 
player that comes in at the 
affordable end of the Linn 
Products range. Linn's 
now-familiar 320mm-wide 
casing contains a Sony 

mechanism that is responsible for 
some protracted track access times, 
and a converter section that is based 
on the Crystal C$4328 DS D/A chip. 
Unusually, the Mimik is equipped 
with two sets of analogue outputs, 
one of which can be routed to the 
master controller of a multi-room sys­
tem. A defeatable electrical digital 
output is available on an instrumenta­
tion-quality BNC socket - this mirrors the 
high-quality internal build. 

An attractive though non-dimmable dis­
play is fitted above a bank of six press-but­
tons that access the main functions, and 
when used in combination, some of the sec­
ondary functions too. The secondary func­
tions are signposted in grey on the controls 
themselves, though the same facilities are 
more conveniently accessed, without need 
for double-keying, from the remote handset. 
A set of decent-quality interconnects and 
spare mains fuses are supplied along with 

VAL'IlE 
PRICE £875 

,A Immaculately presented, with sophisticated multi­

room potential and clever diapostics features. 

... Bass apart, the Mimik sounds messy and falls a long 

way short of Karik/Nui1Hirik standards. 

181 Linn Products Ltd. Floors Road. Waterloo!, Eaglesham, 
Glasgow G76 OEP 

fit (0500) 888909 

the excellent 
instructions, showing attention to 

detail that goes beyond the norm. 

Sound Quality 
A distinctive player on audition, the Linn 
was recognised by name by one panel mem­
ber, and elicited comments from each lis­
tener that turned out to be in remarkably 
close agreement with each other. In each 
case, the bass was praised for being strong. 
'Firm and acoustically convincing' said one, 
after listening to the Keb' Mo' track; another 
dismissed it in peremptory fashion as being 
'out of time'. 

Overall, however, the broader aspects of 
the Linn's musical style were described in 
less than glowing terms. 'Phasey, mushy 
and distorted' was the judgement of one 
panel member in response to the same Keb' 
Mo' track. The Alison Krauss song I Will, 
which really demands strong analysis and 
explicit stereo depth imagery to succeed 
properly, was accused of sounding as 
though 'a poor flanger effect had been used', 
with a further note that the vibrato in 
Alison's voice 'all but disappeared'. 

Midband was singled 
out for sounding variously 'hanky', 

'forward' and 'aggressive', and the Jennifer 
Warnes track was accused of 'mid-forward, 
aggressive and "in my face" vocals. Positive 
comments were made by each listener at 
various times, but they almost always came 
second to the critical comments. 

With the best will in the world, the Mimik 
is disappointing. The bass was often good, 
striding through complex lines with tuneful­
ness, power and authority, but the mid/top 
lacks depth, and often seems to smear the 
image laterally and in the process destroys 
perspectives. The Mimik also lacks consis­
tency, favouring simple, sparse recordings 
over densely scored ones. 

Conclusion 
The Mimik's best features are its build and 
presentation, its bass, and the inherent flexi­
bility that allows it to become part of a 
sophisticated Linn-branded multi-room sys-
tem. Musically, however, it is less successful. ..,. 



tz CD-17 0 ver the past five years or so, 

Marantz has built a formi­

dable reputation for itself 

with the SE series of bud­

get CD players. These are 

built using off-the­

s h e l f  d i g i t a l  a n d  

transport compo­

nents from Phi lips 

(Marantz's parent 

company) that are carefully 

leavened with audiophile-grade ana­

logue and power-supply components. The 

recently introduced CD-17 is a simplified 

version of the flagship CD-15, but it is 

nonetheless a high spec design. lt is based 

on similar technology in the form of a DAC7 

BitStream converter, in this case with a 

CDM12.3 mechanism and discrete output 

op-amp, whereas the CD-15 uses a special 

version of the diecast CDM4 and dual 

DAC7s with differential plumbing, and the 

option of balanced working. 

The player is equipped with an electrical 

digital S/PDIF output and system control 

sockets. Play and programming facilities are 

accessed from the remote control, but this 

player is about more than just offering a 

bulging feature list- the CD-17's style and 

SOUlllD 
V.U.UJI 
PRICE 

• llattlnhip build and sexy good looks complement 

a:ellent all-round sound quali!J 

'Y Rattler llthtwei&bt; some loss of fine dlllail and 

�m�. 
. 
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ergonomics are more 

impressive. The chassis is unusually 

solid: machined on all visible surfaces, it is 

wide (454mm) and slim in its proportions 

- too wide for some equipment supports, 

including the test Mana Acoustics stands. 

The rounded edges add a touch of friendli­

ness and style to the deck, while the simpli­

fied control scheme is beautifully organised, 

and matched to an excellent display. Track 

access is quick, and the tracking sure. The 

only omission is display dimming. 

Sound Quality 
For the most part panellists were clearly 

impressed, but the worst criticisms made of 

this player were about a slightly squashed, 

or at any rate lightweight feel in the extreme 

bass, and that the mid/treble could some­

times sound 'hard and tizzy' or 'a bit closed 

in and congested.' 

Each of these criticisms was hedged 

around with more positive remarks, and 

those weaknesses that were apparent evi­

dently did little to spoil the panel's enjoy­

ment of the music. 

The Mahler, for example, was judged to 

be 'well balanced and involving'; the 

Beethoven was 'musically intelligible if a lit­

tle dry' and had 'reasonable image depth'; 
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Alison Krauss was 

'rhythmically assured'. Keb' Mo's Every 

Morning attracted comments like 'it has a 

nice balance ... good timing and a sense of 

involvement. .. a forceful presentation, with 

a natural balance and quite strong dynam­

ics'. There were a lot of 'quites' and 'fairlies' 

scattered through the listening notes, but 

there was plenty of solid praise too. The 

Marantz was one of the players that was 

given a repeat presentation, and it attracted 

similar comments on both occasions. One of 

the panel recognised that the same player 

had turned up twice, though perhaps fit­

tingly, given its ultimately somewhat anony­

mous character, no one hazarded a guess as 

to its identity. 

Conclusions 
The CD-17 is a well sorted implementation 

of a familiar technology, and a pleasure to 

own on several different levels. As well as its 

obvious musical talents, the CD-17 has the 

kind of consistency that promises good, if 

not necessarily ground-shaking results, in a 

wide range of systems, and with virtually 

any kind of music. Good stuff, and strongly 

Recommended. 
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T
he Meridian 506 CD player is just 

one of a number of upmarket British 

players to feature the Cr ystal 

CS4328 OS processor. However, as 

you might expect from Meridian, it 

also has a radial laser 

mechanism that is wholly 

c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

bulky drawer. 

In some ways the most 

glamourous of the CD play­

ers tested this time out, the 

506 is compact, extremely 

heavy (because of the elaborate 

power supplies in particular), and superbly 

finished thanks to a subtle blend of matt­

black metal panels and darkened glass. 

Subtle relief is provided by the controls and 

an excellent defeatable dot-matrix display. 

Socketry is available for electrical and opti­

cal digital outputs, and there are two propri­

etary communications sockets for use in full 

Meridian multi-room systems. 

Sound Quality 
This player attracted almost complete una­

nimity on test- each of the panel members 

categorised the performance of the player 

completely independently but in broadly the 

VALVE 
PRICB £950 

A Style, display system (with off switch), flexibility and 

civilised sound. 

'Y Lacks organic stren&lhs of the best, and can sound 

mechanical. 

181 Meridian Audio Ltd. Stonehill, Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire PEI8 6ED 

fit (0 1480) 434334 

same terms. 

On the positive side, 

the Meridian was liked for 

its taut precision and control 

at both frequency extremes, but it was 

criticised, in effect, for being incapable of "let­

ting its hair down". 'There is a strange dull­

ness to the midband' wrote one panellist, 

after hearing the Keb' Mo' track. 'The bass is 

solid, and the treble sounds more extended 

than many of the others, but the overall effect 

is dull and sterile'. 

The Beethoven came across to one lis­

tener as being 'controlled and slightly 

restrained' and as having a 'strong sense of 

detail, but sounding as though the left and 

the right hand belong to two different 

pianos'. Another suggested that the 506 

'could be a little more enthusiastic and com­

mitted', and a third thought the sound 

'detached and distant'. A turn of phrase 

repeated almost verbatim several times 

throughout the tests was 'devoid of emo­

tion'. The Mahler was similarly charac­

terised as having 'a lot going on', but in a 

wonderful phrase that somehow says it all, 

the Meridian was dubbed 'a Mr Spock 

among CD players'. This panel member 

recognised the brand of the 

player, knowing in advance only the 

broad price span involved. 

Of course those with Meridian systems, 

especially digital systems that talk the same 

command language and use the same sys­

tem remote control, will find a choice from 

the Meridian range almost irresistible. In its 

favour, the 506 is beautifully packaged, and 

remains capable of sounding both detailed 

and highly refined in a sympathetically cho­

sen system . However, it is less of an advo­

cate for difficult material than a number of 

others, and it can engender listening fatigue 

over long term use. 

Conclusions 
The Meridian 506 is a classic case of a 

player that time has caught out. it was 

highly competitive when first released, and 

was restored to that position following a 

mid-life revamp a couple of years ago when 

fitted with a three-beam laser. However, the 

goal posts have moved since then, and 

though it remains a competent and in many 

ways likeable performer, the 506 has been 

matched and even surpassed several times 

in the last few years . � 
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Naim Audio CD3 

T
he Nairn CD3 is arguably the 

most wilfully idiosyncratic 

single-box CD player in 

current serial produc­

tion, excepting other 

p l a y e r s  f r o m  t h e  

same stable. Under the 

bonnet you'll find the 

familiar Philips 16-bit, 4x 

oversampling chipset in 

selected Silver Crown 

guise. Output is available 

from a locking DIN plug for 

which phono adapter leads 

are available. 

The disc drawer is a manually-operated 

hinged mechanism, in which the disc is held 

by a manually-placed magnetic puck. Nairn 

claims that there are subtle performance 

penalties associated with the use of drawer 

motors, and the digital output was omitted 

for a similar reason: the presence of a digital 

output necessarily increases internal RF 

noise, however hard the designers work to 

avoid this. The CD3's suspension has been 

reworked to further reduce microphony, and 

the loader is now made from a low-reso­

nance phenolic resin. The disc area has 

PRICE 1:977.60 

A Allllouah limited around the edps of the pertor­
mance envelope, the C03 has a consistency and 
dynamism that eludes many others. 

'Y Idiosyncratic manual loadinc system, and no di&ifal 
output means no direct diiital recordinc, 

181 Nairn Audio, Southampton Road, Salisbury, Wiijshire 

SPI 2LN 

• (0 1722) 332266 

been painted in a new, textured 

black paint to reduce light scatter. 

Loading drawer apart, the CD3 has 

excellent ergonomics, though the rather old­

fashioned-looking display cannot be turned 

off. Standard search and programming facil­

ities are available from the remote handset. 

Sound Quality 
I was less than surprised that two of the pan­

ellists, independently, recognised the iden­

tity of this player, which is a musically char­

acterful offering in the classic Nairn mould. 

lt gave itself away with steamroller bass 

delivery; slightly forced, almost aggressive 

timing; and its coherent, if slightly shut-in 

midband. The coloured nature of the CD3 

was recognised by all, but on the whole, it 

was well liked by listeners who seemed glad 

to get away from the neutral but ultimately 

facile sterility of some other players. 

'Coherent if rather shut in' wrote one 

panel member after hearing Keb' Mo's Every 

Morning, adding that 'I could live with it if I 

had to' - high praise in this case. Material 

with a more recognisably acoustic basis 

tended to attract more criticism. Jennifer 

Warnes's Song of Bernadette was marked 

down for sounding 'congested', and the 
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attracted split comments: praise for 

the left hand (playing the lower registers) 

but criticism of a 'lost' right-hand part. 

My own view of the CD3 is that although 

it makes the Keb' Mo' and Blue Room tracks 

sound fluid and rhythmic, and although it 

has an unusual and welcome analogue-style 

presence and solidity, it lost marks for its evi­

dent coloration, its loss of subtlety and its 

lack of image depth; and also for an appar­

ent loss of high frequency 'air'. Overriding 

this, however, I enjoyed the Nairn's muscu­

lar bass, and its evident dynamism and 

focus, which meant that whatever objective 

shortcomings there may have been, gener­

ally, they didn't intrude when the player was 

auditioned in isolation. To borrow a phrase, 

the CD3 covered its tracks well. 

Conclusions 
System synergy is clearly an important ele­

ment of this package, and a sympathetically 

chosen system is perhaps more necessary 

t h a n  u s u a l .  T h e  C D 3  i s  r e a d i l y  

Recommended on the basis that it will be 

used in this way, typically (though not nec­

essarily) with other Nairn components. 
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Orelle CD-100SE 
'

W
hy is (the) C0-100 so good?' 

asks the Orelle data 

sheet. 'Because it has 

the right ingredients'. By 

this Orelle means that 

the CO-l 00 uses classic 

technology in the shape of a Philips 

COM-4 swing-arm mechanism 

and a 16-bit 4x oversam­

pling SI Crown toler­

ance selected chipset. 

Additionally this SEver­

sion has a device called 

an FRTB (Fast Rise Time Buffer) 

clock- shades of Trichord, but by different 

means- which claims to reduce jitter. 

Mechanical design has not been 

neglected. The front panel is an 8mm-thick 

solid aluminium plate, and the lid is damped 

t o  c o n t r o l  r e s o n a n c e s  a n d  h e n c e  

microphony, which, according t o  Orelle, 

causes a 'blurring' effect in the treble. 

As we had cause to find out, the heavy 

mechanism can wreak havoc internally if the 

transit bolt is not used when the deck is 

being moved. 

This is the kind of technology that was 

the state of the art just as low-bit DACs were 

taking their first bows, but it has been used 

in several of the highest-ranked players then 

SOUND ***** 
VAL1JJ: ***** 
PRICE £549.90 

.A. Proof positive that old doesn't necessarily mean 
outdated. 

... A mallinal loss of refinement. 
181 Orelle Hi-Fi, Unrt 12, lmex House, 6 Wadsworth Road, 

Perivale, Middlesex UB6 7JJ 
• (0181) 908 4126 

and since. Maybe Orelle is 

right about the CO-l OO's 

time-honoured ingredients. 

The Orelle's black anodised panel is off­

set by a brushed-silver-finish drawer-front, 

and socket-headed screws, giving the CO­

l OOSE a classy and business-like air. The 

controls are simple and of good quality, 

although their layout is slightly wayward -

a comment that applies equally to the opti­

cally excellent display. 

Sound Quality 
This player elicited a strong degree of agree­

ment from the panellists, each of whom var­

iously described it as dynamic, muscular and 

well balanced. 

Timing was explicitly praised, as was the 

Orelle's ability to start and stop cleanly (a 

related property). This served the music well, 

especially with the punchy Keb' Mo' track, 

which was reproduced with a strongly devel­

oped contrast between the sparse instrumen­

tation and inky black backgrounds. 'Upbeat, 

not too "in yer face",' was one listener's con­

sidered verdict. There was some comment 

on a loss of refinement, which was noticed 

especially in the case of the Jennifer Warnes 

l·)'!lyfjl 

r e c o r d i n g ,  

and tonal colours were described as 

a little dark, perhaps an indication of in­

band treble loss. There was some disagree­

ment about the Beethoven sonata, but tim­

ing and dynamics were both singled out for 

praise. The overall verdict was that this is a 

wholesome and enjoyable player - like a 

good pint of Guinness, as one put it. 

I also thoroughly enjoyed this player dur­

ing hands-on listening. it's clear that it isn't 

the definitive answer to CD replay, but its 

presence, ability to fill the soundstage 

around the speakers, and excellent dynam­

ics (which enabled it to resolve the individ­

ual instruments in an orchestra) take it a 

long way in the right direction. 

Conclusions 
Students of irony will enjoy the fact that this 

player came out near the top of the test 

group, yet uses technology that could have 

come from the days when arc was spelled 

Ark. The Orelle was ranked as detailed, 

dynamic and forceful, and if it is not quite 

the most subtle of the test group, its excel­

lent timing acts as an object lesson to a gen-

eration of more sophisticated designs. � 
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Quad 77 

F 
inally, here is the standalone Quad 

CD player designed to match the 

futuristic 77 amplifier. This new 

machine is based on the Crystal 

4328 Delta Sigma chip with an 18-

bit, 64-times oversampling filter 

and a CDM12.4 transport with 

achingly slow track access. 

The player is designed to 

exploit the sophisti­

cated Quadlink com­

mand/power/audio bus 

that allows menu-based 

control of 77 series components. The 

version tested here is self-contained and has 

standard phono audio outputs as well as the 

Quadlink bus. 

The Quad 77 is excellent in parts, odd in 

others. The slimline case and grey textured 

finish are refreshingly different, but the sim­

ple LED display is below par optically. The 

four-button control system has muddled 

control graphics, and the power-standby 

switch and load buttons have been trans­

posed from their common-sense positions. 

Buggy front-panel control logic sometimes 

prevented high track numbers being 

selected without the remote control. There is 

VAI.'OE 
PRJCI £900 (......._. o...m..J. .,_ 

........... £700) 

.A Fluid, elegant-sounding player, and an engaging 
musical advocate. . 

'f' Control system is a mess, although it's not short of 
good ideas. 

181 Quad Electroacoustics Ltd. Stonehill, Huntingdon, 

Cambs PE18 GOB 
• (01480) 433777 

omission consis­

tent with company 

philosophy) or panel 

d i m m i n g ,  b u t  t h e  

remote control is chunky and well made. 

Sound Quality 
The Quad 77 is one of three models tested 

here - the others are the Linn Mimik and 

the Meridian 506- that use essentially the 

same conversion technology. As you might 

expect, these machines have something of a 

common sound, and though this is funda­

mentally crisp and lively, there is the poten­

tial for it to be a little flat and coarse. 

Of the three players, the Quad turns out 

to be the most satisfactory, by some dis­

tance in the case of the Linn, more narrowly 

in the case of the Meridian. By general con­

sent, the stand-out virtues were its seductive 

midband and the organic way in which it 

tackled complex sound patterns, although 

there was some inconsistency and conges­

tion as the music became denser and wider 

ranging. The bass was described as being 

'tactile' and with a 'good sense of rhythm'. 

The Keb' Mo' tracks displayed 'properly 

steely-sounding steel strings' and a 'voice 

that projects nicely without actually 
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Krauss track inspired one 

panel member to comment on the 77's 

'good timbre' (a Quad speciality), but there 

was also a mild note of disapproval - 'the 

instruments are well delineated but there's a 

touch of hazy bloom at higher levels, partic­

ularly on banjo.' The Beethoven sonata pre­

sentation inspired one listener to write that 

he 'could hear more detail of the perfor­

mance' with the Quad, and that it sounded 

'quite sprightly, with good timing'. The 

Mahler elicited a variety of views, ranging 

from a verdict that it was 'natural and deli­

cate' from one listener, through to a criticism 

of the player for 'lacking clarity' by another. 

In the end, the fluid, organic nature of the 

Quad helped it win through, even when 

there were objective criticisms that it lacked 

resolving power when playing some of the 

more difficult passages. 

Conclusions 
With the caveat that for those who want to do 

more than simply insert a disc and press 

'play', this player could prove a frustrating 

experience, the Quad sounded excellent. 

Existing Quad 77 owners should find the bus­

only version of the player better value still. 
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Rote RCD-975 

H
otel's most ambitious single­
box CD player to date, the 
RCD-975, is low and 
sleek, thanks to the 
Philips COM-9 swing 
arm mechanism, a slim­

line version of the venerable 
CDM-4. lt also boasts an ultra­
clear and comprehensive set of 
controls, and a simple, high­
quality fluorescent display to 
match. The RCD-975 handles 
with much of the clarity and sweet 
precision of the Marantz CD-17 (reviewed 
on page 94), which is impressive for a player 
at this price. The operating facilities require 
little commerit, other than to note the pres­
ence of an electrical digital output. 

The RCD-975 employs BitStream con­
version in a dual differential configuration 
using pairs of a recently-introduced Philips 
DAC called the TDA1305T. This is described 
as offering a unique combination of 
BitStream and continuous calibration tech­
niques, and is followed by Analogue Devices 
output stages. As usual for Rotel, there are 
several individually-regulated power sup­
plies and a number of audiophile-quality 
components. These have been used princi­
pally in the power supplies and analogue 

£450 

Crisp, lively and sometimes detailed player ... 
... but with a synthetic overlay that can impede the 
musical flow. 

181 Gamepath lid, 25 Heathfields, Stacey Bushes, Milton 

Keynes, Bucks MK12 GHR 

• (01908) 317707 

Sound Quality 
Rotel's claim for the RCD-975 is that it is 
the most finely-detailed player the company 
has produced to date.The panel's findings 
only partially vindicated these worthy inten­
tions. One listener found the Rotel 'brighter 
(which generally implies more detail) but 
harder'; another wrote that the sound was 
'congested' and that it was ultimately 'rather 
boring'. A third commented that the 'voice 
was forward and brash', and the accompa­
nying instruments were 'mushy' following a 
presentation of the Jennifer Warnes track. 

The Alison Krauss Beatles cover I Will, 

which is a particularly open and sweet­
sounding recording, was described as being 
'brighter and more synthetic' than it should 
be, and the bass was too soft and 'tonally 
synthetic with indistinct timing'. Another lis-

more positive comment on the 
J e n n i f e r  W a r n e s  p i e c e  
described the Rotel as offer­
ing 'good timing,' noted that 
it was 'easy on the ear'.  

Although the voice wasn't 'very sexy' 
the music was 'enjoyable enough'. 

There is some diversity in the tone of 
these remarks, but a consistent theme, too: 
this is a player that, while fundamentally 
crisp and detailed, suffers from an overlay of 
muddle and congestion. In my own listen­
ing, using a different system and in a differ­
ent listening room, I found the Rotel rather 
frazzled and lacking the focus and consis­
tency found, for example, in the Linn, Orelle, 
Marantz and other models. To describe the 
Rotel as sounding overly digital is perhaps 
too simplistic, but that comment contains a 
germ of truth. There were times, especially 
with simple material, when it sounded very 
presentable, but more difficult challenges 
were handled less happily. 

Conclusions 
Despite its obvious plusses- the price, the 
sleek new packaging, and comprehensive 
features- the Rotel fails in its central aim of 
providing high resolution, and inhibits a full 
sense of involvement. ..,_. 



Teac VRDS-7 

A
t first sight, this player 

looks like something you 

might find in a recording 

studio, with its square 

section, internally-lit con­

trols, and its uncompro­

misingly macho, business-like air. 

Under the skin, it is a sophisticated 

design that uses dual differential 

Phi lips SAA 7350 BitStream convert­

ers with a 20-bit, 8-times oversam­

pling digital filter. Most of the minor 

features, including delete programming 

and a multi-mode repeat function, are 

available only from the remote control, 

but a display-off switch is available from 

the front panel. This is of the kind that 

allows the displays to be seen when select­

ing tracks, but switches off automatically 

when play starts. Optical and electrical digi­

tal outputs are included in the VRDS-7's 

extensive specifications. 

This player is well constructed, with 

some care having been taken to reduce 

microphony. The undoubted star of the 

vibration control measures is the VRDS 

(Vibration-free Rigid Disc-clamping System) 

transport mechanism, which clamps the 

VAL1lE 
PRICil £650 

A Bold, OIIIIOint: sound; bold, OIIIIOint: build and 

presentation. 

-y Sometimes rather crude sound suffers from being 

both intrusive and lackint: in fine detail, or at least 

property organised fine detail. 
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disc over its entire sur-

face rather than just the central section, 

as a means of ironing out the small depar­

tures from true flatness that are inevitable 

with Compact Disc. A flatter disc means less 

servo action is necessary to maintain track­

ing, and less servo action in turn means 

calmer electrical and RF conditions inside 

the player, hence better sound quality. Teac 

has established a industry-wide reputation 

for the quality of its transport mechanisms, 

which have been adopted for a number of 

prestigious specialist players. 

Souncl GuaHty 
There was some disagreement about the 

sound of this player, which was sometimes 

accused of being both harsh and soft at the 

same time - on one occasion by the same 

listener talking about a single piece of music 

(the Keb' Mo' track). The view I endorse is 

that although the VRDS-7 has several of the 

properties that mark out a top class player, it 

is ultimately a little too crude and carica­

tured to pass the test. 

On a more positive note, this is a solid 

player that drives music forward with con-
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viction and pace. The 

bass has plenty of weight and the overall 

effect is authoritative, although low frequen­

cies sometimes seemed resonant and over­

hung, prompting one panel member to 

describe the Blue Room track as 'soggy, ill­

defined and a little lacking in dynamics'. 

The minus side concerns the mid and tre­

ble - these were described variously as 

sounding 'grainy and quite wearing' (Keb' 

Mo'); as making the piano seem almost 'toy­

like' (Beethoven); and as being 'reedy, with a 

nasal voice ... ' and 'screechy and unemo­

tive' (Jennifer Warnes). 

I think some of these criticisms slightly 

overstate the case, but the Teac does tend to 

impose its own character on the music, and 

subtleties of detail and expression are the 

first to go. 

Conclusions 
The VRDS-7 certainly looks the part. lt is 

massive, and massively built, with a superb 

control system and a first-rate display. 

Somehow, though, the whole is a little less 

than the sum of the parts, and as a result it 

lacks that certain intangible something that 

marks out the leaders from the also-rans. 
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Thule CD-100 

T
he Thule CD-100, a Danish 
expat, is aimed unerringly 
at the audiophile. Little 
effort or expense has been 
expended on exterior decora­
tions, and the control and 

display area, though simple and func­
tional, is certainly no beauty. 

The player has a CDM12.4 mechanism 
running in-house software that was 
designed to reduce servo-generated noise 
and interference in the greater cause of 
enhancing sound quality. In principle the 
trade-off is higher than normal sensitivity to 
shock, but in practice no particular prob­
lems were noted. 

Uniquely in the test group, the Thule 
(pronounced 'tooler', since you asked) has 
balanced XLR outputs. In principle this 
means improved distortion and signal/noise 
figures in the analogue stages, and reduced 
susceptibility to RF pickup due to good com­
mon mode rejection. 

Sound Quality 
The C0-100 was presented twice to the lis­
tening panel, via the unbalanced and the bal­
anced outputs, with the volume control reset 

VALUE 
PRJCE £84t 

A An intripina attack on the audiophile marklt, the 

CD-100 is at its best usina balanced connections to 

the amplifier. 

� Sliptly wayward and lossy, especially when used 

unbalanced. 

181 Virtual Reality Audio Systems, PO Box 383, Brentwood, 
Essex CM14 4GB 

• (01277) 277355 

b e t w e e n  t e s t  
runs t o  ensure equal loudness. 
This doesn't quite eliminate all the variables, 
however. There is no guarantee that the test 
preamplifier, which was also wired to the 
power amplifier using balanced-mode con­
nections, doesn't change sonically when fed 
a balanced signal, and in practice it is not 
possible to say definitively how the perceived 
differences were to be apportioned between 
the CD player and the amplifier, except that 
some of it is certainly the latter. 

In fact the differences were more than 
dramatic enough to overturn any lingering 

doubts about balanced operation. In unbal­
anced mode the Thule was described as 
pleasant but slightly soft, although one lis­
tener's comment that it 'sounded a bit crap' 
was perhaps a tad unfair, as well as ungram­
matical. When operation was switched to 
balanced mode, the listener who described 
the unbalanced Beethoven piano sonata as 

'lacking image depth and sounding soft at 
the frequency extremes' noted 'more piano 
(and) less sogginess', commenting also on a 
bigger, more expressive and dynamic sound, 
with a greater sense of space and 'darkness' 

between notes'. 
Another listener simply commented that the 
balanced option 'sounded miles better in 
every way', and on hearing the Mahler spoke 

of 'greater clarity and detail in the voice, and 
of a generally less audiophile presentation'. 

My own hands-on listening (prior to the 
panel tests, and conducted without the ben­
efit of balanced operation) found that the 
Thule was indeed a little soft and subtly 
tailored. lt provided just the analysis needed 
to cope with densely-scored orchestral 
material, and the grace and subtlety 
required for acoustic and vocal music, but it 
lacked the exuberance and bottle to make 
the best of the Keb' Mo' and Blue Room 
material, and sometimes' seemed lacking in 
resolving power. 

Conclusions 
The problem for Thule is that in the real 
world, few of the CO-l OO's target customers 
will have access to balanced mode pre­
amps. Even if they do, they may not reap all 
the benefits we experienced on test, for the 

reasons already given. In unbalanced mode, 
the Thule was generally felt to be pleasant 
but lacking in clarity and separation, making 
a firm recommendation unsafe. it's still well 
worth shortlisting, though. 
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T
he players featured in this test are 
designed to tread the narrow path 
between elitist non-affordability 
and the budget end of the main­
stream - an area that does not 

always offer fertile ground for 

audiophile virtues. The group we're look­

ing at should offer superior sound at a rea­

sonable sum (which in this case means three 

figures), often at the expense of the sophis­

ticated tape-dubbing or multi-disc features 
that many users of inexpensive players have 
come to take for granted. 

An obvious subtext of the story is that the 
link between technical sophistication and 

sound quality turns out to be tenuous to say 

the least. In fact, a case could be made that 
the most advanced players were the ones 

that performed worst, and the most venera­
ble technology yielded the majority of the real 
winners. The Orelle and Nairn players are 
particularly interesting examples, both scor­
ing high in the listening tests on the basis of 
multi-bit chipsets that have been around 
almost since year zero. 

Let's take a look through the group, build­

ing up to the Recommended models, and the 
solitary Best Buy. The Rote! RCD975 failed 
to live up to the promise implicit in its high­
tech new BitStream converter, and sounded 
rather messy and ill-sorted for a £450 player, 
although it is well presented and pleasing to 
operate. The Arcam Alpha 6 and Teac 

VRDS-7, which were sometimes confused 
with each other in the blind-panel tests 
(although they are very different animals in 
the flesh), both had a good, solid bass, but 
sounded crude and messy rather too often. 
The Meridian 506 is a better player alto­
gether, but one that time has to an extent 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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passed by; at £950, it has simply been out­
classed. The Linn Mimik uses similar con­
verter technology, and costs a little less, but 
again it was a messy and synthetic-sounding 

player, especially with complex material. 

The Thule CD-100 was also a little dis­

appointing when used conventionally, but it 

came together remarkably well through its 

balanced output. The problem here, of . 

course, is that an appropriately-equipped 
preamplifier of suitable quality (some bal­
anced preamps use input circuits that sound 
worse than their normal unbalanced inputs} 
are likely to be out of financial reach 
for customers thinking of 

buying a CD player at this 

price point. 

Four of the test 

pia yers achieved 
Recommended status: 
Quad 77, Naim Audio CDJ, harman/kar­
don HD7625 and the Marantz CD-17. Of 

these the harman/kardon is the closest to the 
mainstream, with a full set of facia controls, 
slick disc handling, fairly rapid track access, 
and sound quality that practically tells you 
it's a harman/kardon even if you haven't seen 
the nameplate. It has a brisk, no-nonsense 
kind of sound. There is plenty of detail, the 
frequency extremes are open and explicit 
but not over the top, and it costs just £450 
-which makes it a bargain even after a slight 
loss of euphony has been allowed for. 

The Maranrz is a real head 

rurner. It has superb 
e r g o n o m i c s  a n d  
sounds accomplished 
if not totally trans­
parent. It performed 
consistently with just 

HI-FT CHOICE 

about every disc played. It is a little pricey, 

which explains why it is nor a Best Buy, but 
it makes a very strong and attractive 

Recommendation. 

The Quad is a real oddity. Its sophisticated 
user interface has more rough edges than a 

woodsaw, but ir simply oozes polish and 

refinement when playing music. Quad own­
ers can take advantage of the much cheaper 

bus version (nor rested). This is easily the best 
of the three Crystal DAC models (the Linn 
and Meridian offerings being the other two), 
and if it wasn't for the ergonomic short-

comings, it would be roundly 
acclaimed as a solid 

Best Buy. 
Finally, the Naim 

CDJ is another16-bir, 

Philips-based player, 
but it is certainly not 

just another clone. The 

technical aspects of the design seem 
unadorned and sensible, bur considerable 
efforts have been made to avoid light scatter 
around the laser pickup and reduce 
microphony. The result is an unusually 
uncomplicated, physical kind of sound that 
is very seductive on audition. 

Top scorer in this group is the Orelle CD­

lOOSE- the only model to be awarded a 
Best Buy rag. The CD-100SE is an ostensi­
bly straightforward player that uses the 
hoary old Philips 16-bit, four-times over­

sampling chipset and the 
long-discontinued 
b u t  w e l l - l i k e d  
C DM -4 m e c h a ­
nism. We must hope 
Orelle has built a 

stockpile of this now-

l·)>'li{il 

discontinued mechanism; supplies may be 

limited, so don't wait too long to try one of 
these players. Perhaps due to the intrinsic 

qualities of its raw components, or simply 

because it is easier to work with tried and 

tested raw materials, the Orelle came closest 

to turning base metal into gold. The CD-

1 DOSE sounded crisp and lively, with solid 
imagery and good musical architecture. It 
looks good and handles well, and at £549 it 
is reasonably priced. 

Remember that we tested the SE version: 

rh is indicates it has undergone a clock mod­

ification designed to reduce jitter, but this is 
unannounced externally. Please note that a 

similar mod can be carried out on other 

Orelle players, too. 

BEST or THE REST 

Hi-Fi Choice has previously tested a 

number of top-flight CD players. These 

are still current models and are more 

than worthy of a thorough investigation. 

Although the Linn Mimik sounded rather 

synthetic in this test, the Mimik's bigger 

brother Karik received a recommenda­

tion for its dry, positive and detailed per­

formance back in issue 119. But it is 

quite a bit more expensive than this 

month's group... 
' 

Moving back into the price band tested 

here, Quad's fluid and captivating Best 

Buy 67 and harman/kardon's bold, 

dynamic Recommended HD7725 (both 

tested in issue 124) are both worth seeking 

out at the £800-£1,000 level. The next 

point of activity is around £400, where we 

find the heavyweight Recommended Sony 

CDP-XA2ES; the glorious, if inconsistent, 

Recommended h/k HD7525; the boister­

ous Recommended NAD 514 (all tested in 

issue 151); as well as the fleet-of-foot 

Recommended Kenwood DP-7060 from 

issue 141. 

The next flurry of products occurs 

around the £300 mark. It's worth investi­

gating the following Recommendations: 

the raunchy AMC CD6 (see issue 124); 

the fast, lean and fluid De non DCD-10 15 

(tested in issue 141); JVC's even but over­

glossy XL-Z674 (see issue 151); the best 

of the multiplay bunch in Nakamichi's 

MB4s (tested back in issue 132); or the 

intriguing Pioneer PD-$703 (from issue 

137). There are also two Best Buys at this 

price area- the classic Rote! RCD-965BX 

(tested way back in issue 100) and the 

Onkyo DX-750 from issue 141- which 

demand a good audition. 

Finally, don't forget the smooth and 

satisfying Marantz CD-63 mk/1, which 

received a firm Best Buy in issue 151. 

Although considerably cheaper than the 

products in this test, it is one of those 

benchmarks by which all products are 

judged. Check it out as a starting point. 
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• The Pamela Awards- Blender honours the celebrated 

and famous. 

• lggy Pop. Alive and kickin' in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

• EXCLUSIVE Garbage interview. The next big thing! 

• Go to the movies with Blender- 60 minutes of original video featuring 

forthcoming releases from Mirimax and Wait D isney. 

• Kids in the Hall take on Hollywood! 

• Computer Games- Latest Platform, CD-Rom and Shareware games reviewed. 

• 25 Music reviews with full colour video and audio. 

• For more info check out the Blender website on www.blender.com 

• 

(or later) 

486 or Pent•um PC required 

4 Megabytes FREE RAM (6 recommended) 

Sound Card {Most modules) 

13 · VGA or SVGA monitor 

Quicktime 2.02 for Windows (supplied) 

CD-ROM drive (double speed or better 

recommended) 

Macintosh 

Macintosh System 7 

68030 processor reQuire<! 

60040 or better strongly recommended 

4 Megabytes FREE RAM (6 recommended) 

13" colour screen (256 colour) 

Quicktime 2.0 +Apple Multimedia Tuner 

(supplied) 

CD-ROM drive (double speed or better 

recommended) 

-A De""'' Publlcatlo" 



ail Order 
Special offers to help increase the sound 

quality and definition from your system. 

We have a selection of cables on offer that 

will optimise signal paths and enhance the 

sound quality. All prices include VAT. 

FOCULPODS 
• Isolation Supports 

High performance vibration absorbing 

supports designed to be placed under 

compact disc players. turntables, 

amplifiers, loudspeakers and all other 

audio, video equipment. Made from a 

low resilience polymer with exceptional 

shock absorbing properties. 

Rei: JE42A 

Price: £14.95 

PERFECT SOUND 
Enhance the three-dimensional effect • 

tonal balance and precision of your 

loudspeakers. Support your CD player 

to maximise sound detail without 

mechanical disturbance ,with these 

high quality spike dampers and discs. 

Rei: PS1 

Price: £32.00 

Due to the specialist nature of these 

products you may have to allow 2-3 

weeks for delivery. 

• AudioQuest Ruby 

A fully balanced cable featuring Hyperlitz 

construction. Flour solid FPC copper 

conductors, all polypropylene insulated. 

Ruby 1m Pair 

WAS: £69.95 SALE PRICE: £59.45 

Rei: ZIRP1 

• AudioQuest Turquoise 

Four solid OFHC copper conductors in a 

symmetrical Hyperlitz arrangement. 

Turquoise 1m 

WAS:£34.95 SALE PRICE: £29.70 

REF: ZIUP1 

DIGITAL CABLES 
• AudioQuest Video X 

For connecting CD transports to DACs. 

Video X 1m 

WAS: £29.95 SALE PRICE: £25.45 

Rei: ZIXP1 

Video X 2m 

WAS: £36.95 SALE PRICE: £31.40 

Rei: ZIXP2 

Video X 5m 

WAS: £57.95 SALE PRICE: £49.25 

Rei: ZIXP5 

• AudioQuest Video Z 

Hi Fi Choice Best Buy 

Video Z 1m 

WAS: £49.95 SALE PRICE: £42.45 

Rei: ZIZP1 

SPEAKER CABLES 
• AudioQuest Indigo 

Ten solid conductors. Highly 

recommended for those wanting the 

very best from their systems. 

Indigo 3m Pair 

WAS: £75.00 SALE PRICE: £63.75 

Rei: ZLI3PR 

• Audioquest Type 4 

Four OFHC conductors wound in a 

spiralled Hyperlitz configuration. 

Type 4-3m pair 
WAS: £57.00 SALE PRICE: £48.45 

Rei: ZLT43PR3 

Type 4-5m Pair 

WAS: £75.00 SALE PRICE: £63.75 

Rei: ZLT43PR5 

Type 4-5m B/W 

WAS: £75.00 SALE PRICE: £63.75 

Rei: ZLT45PRB 

• Optical cables 

Optilink X 1m 

WAS: £49.95 SALE PRICE: £42.45 

Rei: ZOXT1 

Optilink Z 1m 

WAS: £99.95 SALE PRICE: £84.95 

Rei: ZOZT1 

CHOICE JAZZ CD 
COLLECTION 
Here's your chance to hear the best 

Jazz singers and musicians lovingly 

digitally recreated from the original 

mono recordings. 

• Flanagan and Alien 

We'll smile again 

Rei: RPCD322 

Great Original Performances 

1928- 1930 

Rei: RPCD323 

Sale Price £5.99 

• Thelonious Monk/Sonny Rollins 

Rei: OJCCD059 

Sale price: £5.99 

• John Lee Hooker 

The Country Blues of John Lee Hooker 

Rei: OBCCD542 

Sale price: £5.99 

• Miles Davis 

Cookin' with the Miles Davis Quintet 

Rei: OJCCD128 

WAS: £9.99 SALE PRICE: £5.99 

• John Coltrane 

Soultrane 

Rei: OJCC0021 

Sale price: £5.99 

• Sonny Rollins 

And the Contemporary Leaders 

Rei: OJCCD340 

Sale price: £5.99 

KONTAK 
Kontak electrical 

contact cleaner 

that will 

performance of 

audio equip­

ment. Suitable 

for use with the 

following plugs 

:audio, RCA . 

XLR, S-VHS, 

Scart ,BNC 

and banana, 

as well as for 

speaker and 

spade 

terminals. 

Rei: JE17A 

Price: £11.50 



Your second chance to buy the Finest 

Hi-Fi Magazine In The World. £4.00 each 

including p&p (overseas orders £6.95) 

Nov 1995- Issue 148 

An exclusive test on 

Pioneer's all-new 

£1, 300 domestic 

CD-R machine plus 

reviews on loud speak-

ers and four integral-

ed valve amps. 

Order Ref: AE48B 

Dec 1995 - Issue 149 

Seven stylish 

"lifestyle" systems 

and 12 budget amps 

reviewed. Plus: hi-fi 

on the Internet, 

Harm an digital amp, 

ProAc speakers. 

Order Rei: AE49B 

June 1995- Issue 143 Jan 1996- Issue 150 

Performance Collector's Edition-

speakers £1,000 - the hottest products 

£2,000: 12 tested, from 1995. Also: 

High Definition CD in Trichord upgrade, CD 

practice, players explained, and 

computerised test Pioneer's 96kHz DAT 

procedures. portable. 

Order Rei: AE43B Order Rei: AE50B 

July 1995 - Issue 144 Feb 1996- Issue 151 

Lab test on CD UK's hottest £250-

Transports/DACS, £500 CD players and 

top-end turntables, equipment tables on 

Pear Audio system, test. Plus: Harman's 

Sennheiser Interview. Citation system, 

The recent Spectrum £8,000 Mark-

report discussed. Levinson CD player. 

Order Ref:AE44B Order Ref:AE51B 

Aug 1995 - Issue 145 March 1996 - Issue 152 

Pre/power amps for Speaker special, 14 

under £2000, cables speaker megatest-

unravelled, Trichord HFC look at the tall 

Investigation: Clock 2 and the small. 'the 

upgrade, Naim ultimate audio 

upgrades including recorder is revealed. 

the Super Cap. Order Ref:AE52B 

Order Rei: AE45B 

Sept 1995- Issue 146 April1996- Issue 153 

Subwoofer secrets, How to turn your Hi-Fi 

over 15 loudspeaker into a Home Cinema -
supports, pro-audio dialogue speakers; 

debated upon. Sony's widescreen TVs; AV 

WM-D6C Professional processors. Amps -
walkman and the how do they work?. 
LS3j5a. CD-63. 
Order Rei: AE46B Order Rei:AE53B 

0ct 1995- Issue 147 May 1996- Issue 1514 

The 1995 Ultimate Amplifiers - Our pick 

HiFi Awards. The EISA of the UK's best buys. 

winners and reviews of Exclusive report on 

successful hi-fi the stunning 
products, plus a dozen Micromega Minium 

budget CD players go system. Plus the Hi-Fi 

through their paces. Choice buyers guide. 
Order Rei: AE47B Order Ref:AE54B 
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HI·FI 

PO 

OEFER. 
Spend more than £40 this 

issue and you will get a Hi-Fi 

Cho i ce British racing green, 

100% coton polo shirt 

absolutely free. 

Available in one sixe only. 

Rei: JE39A/XL 

Hi-Fi Choice Order form 

r-----------------------­
lfyou don't want to cut up your magazine. or need more space. you may send details on a separate sheet. 

Please enter codes clearly to prevent any delay with processing your order. 

Order ref: Description Qty. Price 

Total number of items ordered 

For Europe add £3.50 

For Rest of the World add £6.00 

Total of Order £ 

D I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Dennis Direct for £ _____ _ 

or ... 

Please charge my D MasterCard D Visa D Amex D Delta D Switch £ _____ _ 

Card number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 Expiry Date 1_1_11_1_1 

Signed 

NB. If using Switch, please enter your card issue number 1_1 

Mr /Mrs/Ms Surname Initials 

Address 

Postcode 

Da ime telephone number 

D Please send me a VAT receipt 06-96-30 

0 This information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick here 1f you would prefer not to receive details of spec1al offers 

Send completed form to: Dennis Direct, PO BOX 2505, Alcester, B50 4JU 

Overseas ordering: If ordering goods from outside the UK please add an additonal £3.50 

(Europe) or £6.00 (rest of the world) to the order total to cover additional postage. 

L-----------------------· 



Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 

IVII....JSI� IVIA...--E�S 
�, TI-lE SPECI.ALISTS 

WETAKE:- � Latest additions to our extensive range of products include Audio 
Research, Theta, Dy naudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best z - • eJ 

HiFi store also offers the latest from B&W, Orelle, DPA, Musical INTEREST FREE 
Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF CREDIT AVAILABLE 

DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull 156-157 Lower High Street, 
OPENING T IMES: Birmingham 817 BOL 892 BJL (near the ice rink) Stourbridge OY8 

TUES-SAT 10.30-6.00 Tel: 0121 429 2811 Tel: 0121 742 0254 Tel: 01384 444184 
Late Night F r iday 8pm FAX: 0121 434 3298 FAX: 0121 742 3471 FAX: 01384 444968 

EX-DEMONSTRATION SALE - CALL EDGBASTON BRANCH FOR DETAILS 

HI Fl CHOICE 
IJOUr No. 1 9uide to bulJinfJ Hi Fi 

AVON 

V'AUDIO 36orui� Hm 
Stoke B1shop 

Tel: 0117 9686005 Bristol BS9 1 EJ 

ATC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Alon. Audiomeca. AMC. 
Cadence Valve, Chord AMPS. Electronic Companiet, 
Harmon Kardon. Heybrook, Jamo, Lyra, Ortofon, 
Perception, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL Sansui, SME 
(inc. 20A), Sonic Link, stax, Sugden, '. t .. �-
Sumiko, Townsend, Triangle, Wadia .�.:::!t -�..! 

Demos by appointment only Home tflol facrlotoes. 

� Free insfallattons Servicmg facUtftes. � � We are not a shop -

BERKSHIRE 

B&B Hi-Fi 
Berkshire's Leading Specialist 

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Base, B+W, 
Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor 

Audio, MordaunVShort, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, 
Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics, 

TDK, Thorens, Wessex, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 
11-12 Market Place, Reading* Tel: 01734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead* Tel: 01628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknett* Tel: 01344 424556 
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 01494 535910 
62 Northbrook Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474 
12a Park Square, Luton* Tel: 01582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

Agents for: 
TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHt, B&W, 

MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHtltPS, AtWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 

FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 
37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH (01753) 538287 

2521254 High Soreet, Slough SL 1 1 BN (01753) 538288' 

1171119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (01494) 528605' 

9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296) 25119' 

11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (01628) 483555 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (01628) 778611 

20 Chequer Street, St. Albans, Herts AL 1 3YD (01727) 834046' 

11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1 LS (01344) 869898 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field /lt:...h· 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: g.�: : ii:����' 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 

• Dual • Kenwood 

• Mordaunt-Short 

• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM BS 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
HI-FT SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A.T.C. • AVI • QUAD • DENON • MISSION 

• ROTEL • MARANTZ • YAMAHA • 

MERIDIAN • DENSEN • LINN 
3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 :ti•:tl 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 lillm!ml 

ESSEX 

ftlchew � Osborne 
Akai • Alphason • Arcam* • B&W • Bang & Olufsen • Bose • Celestion • 

Dual • Hannan Kardon • Kenwood • Quad' • Maramz • Mordaunt-Shon • 

NAD • Nakamichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony • \Vharfedale • Yamaha • 

* Epping and Saffrol/ \Vafden only 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (01992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON 1\'ALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) ;23728 
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORD • H£RTS • TEL: (01279) 6%401 

ESSEX 

GRAYSTON 
sound&vision 
Coo11jortable demo rooms 
Free delivery/installation 
Home trials 
Musical eveni11gs 
Excellent credit facilities 
available 

LINN QUAD 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM B&W 
NAKAMICHI 

PH/LIPS 
THORENS 
DE NON 

SENNHEISER 
PIONEER 

33 Sir tsaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

The Audio File 
Specialists In excellence 

FOR THE BEST IN BRITISH HI·FI 
& HOME CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT 

VISIT OR CALL TO ARRANGE A 
DEMONSTRATION WITH PRODUCTS FROM: 

•AUDIO LAB •MICROMEGA •KEF 
•ARCAM •SONY 
•MISSION 

g 
•YAMAHA 

•LINN •REL 
•NAIM •QUAD 
•REGA •RUARK 
•CYRUS •DENON 
• LOEWE •ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • PRO-AC 

2 7 Hockeri/1 StreeL Bishop's 5lortford, Herts 
Tel: (01279) �06�76- l"ax: (01279) �066:18 

41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
Tel: (0 122:1) 68:10� - l"ax: (0 122:1) :14�97� 

HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 
Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 

Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 
Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel, 

Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia 
and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EO WARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 
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IRELAND 

We ever Compromise On Quality 
class8 

SS M>in St- 00011n 
T� 100 3531)-17 

F<o• too m11 -l 
� Tllo/Sot 1 0.m� � 'tlll l!pm 

KENT 

KIMBERLEY HI FI 
A Sound Investment 

SEPARATE DEMONSTRATION ROOM 
BRA:.:DS STOCKED: DENO� TECHNICS KEN WOOD AI IVA �AD DUAL 

WIIARFEDALE MISSION MARAKTZ SPKS TANNOY CASTLE MONITOR 

AUDIO HECO JAMO CERIVIN VEGA CELESTIQ,\ ROTEL � 
SOUTH LONDON'S AND NORTH KENT ONLy T 

LARGE RANGE OF ICE INC PIONEER, 
PANASONIC &JVC. KEN WOOD, ETC 

193 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, KENT 
Telephone: 0181 304 3272 

1----- BEST BUYS-----I 
ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 

TOP MAKES OF T.V. - VIDEO - HI-FI 
AT UNBEATABLE PRICES 

MAIL ORDER - CREDI T CARDS ACCEPTED 
Unit C3, The Industrial Centre, St Peter St., 

Maidstone, Kent. ME 16 OST. 

01622 - 695769 

m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

JVC llA.I 
"Jiedmk:w 

@PIONEER' 
B&W jamo 

....... .-.-•z· 
PRO • LOGIC 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

The Broadway., 138 Pelha1T1 Rd. 

Bexleyheath. Kent.. Gravesend., Kent 

Telo (0�8�) 298 7880- Tel: (0�474) 326600 

Fax: (01474) 535 9<37 (01474) 569601 

LANCASHIRE 

� jj_I-FI SPaiAU� 
�� I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER 

1 ............... 1 I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 
I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 
I SPENDOR I THORENS I ARCAM I ROTEL 
I WHARFEDALE I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY 
I PHI LIPS CD I CELESTION I ROGERS 
I MORDAUNT SHORT I MONITOR AUDIO I JPW 
I TDL I AND MANY MORE 

• BIG DISCOUNT • TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI o 
• FREE HOME INSTALLATION o EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS o PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM t 

LEICESTERSHIRE LONDON 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 S 0181 567 8703 
APOLLO, AUDIOIAB, AURA, BOSTON, B&O, B&W, CABLE TALK, CANON, CASTLE, 

CHORD, DENON, DUAL, EPOS, EVOLUTION, HARMON KARDON, KEF, MARANTZ, 

MICROMEGA, MISSION, MUSICAL FIDELrTY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, ONKYO, QUAD, REL, 

ROGERS, ROTEL, ROYD, SOUND STYLE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171-924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW ll 
NOW IN OUR SECOND FRUITFUL YEAR 

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

'f?:!:.tt� � �r=:-----:-:---:------"1 C-ook. 5-fru-f � 5ile( 015"1 227 5"007 If you live in 
ll-IY'«'/Jt.'IDI l-2 9RF 6 'F"� 015"1 2' � HO' the following 
Low Rate & 

0'/r Finance 

All Cards 
Accepted 

A-vdioi<JD A-Y'c.-<JIYl Kef 5�0 Ro1d 5�W 
N<JiiYl M<JY'<Jntz.. Mi��ion Mic.-Y'oiYlc-_9? !.-inn 
Tc:.<Jc.- �c¥ Rotc.l C-<J�tb C-hoY'd TP!.­
Pc.non ffo� C4�'��� Son1 N<JbMic..hi de.-

areas:-) 
Liverpool. Wirral, 

Cheshire, Lancashire 

or North Wales. 

MANCHESTER NORFOLK 

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, 
Cable Talk, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn, 

Nakamichi, Rote!, R<J}'d, TDL, and others. 

NOTTINGHAM 

Stl ����,!,�i��e�!,� 
A fresh approach to the World of Specialist Hi-Fi 

3 Demo Rooms inc. Home Cinema 
Pink .6., Audio Research, Micromega, SME, Meridian, Audion, CR 
Developments, Alchemist, Rotei/Michi, NVA, Ruark, Martin 
Logan, Monitor Audio. SO Michel!, Lumley, Creek, Sonus Faber, 
Denon, Celestion, d.p.a. Jamo. Ortofon. Rose+ much more. 

Friendly service and advice in relaxed surroundings. 
First-Time Buyer to High End Enthusiasts 

EASY ACCESS FREE PARKING 
16-18A Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr. Newari<, Notts NG22 OLH 
Telephone (01777) 870372 Facsimile (01777) 870437 

HI Fl CHOICE 
CHORLEY (01257) 271935 IJOUr No. 1 9-uide to bu1Jin9 Hi Fi 

54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY ___ _. �'=================================:::!! 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

• 3 Hi-Fi Studios 
• Home Trials 

• Home Cinema Theatre 
•Audio Visual Equipment 

� • lnhouse Service Department 
___ ,... • Mail order available 

=ti•til 
ll!ll!lllllllil 

� ........... � ....... ...-..... "'--.. ' 

Audio Equipment from leading and specialist 
brands for you to listen to and choose from. 

•Interest Free Credit (On Selected Items. 
APRO%-written details on request) 

Hi-Fi for those with 
an eye for Quality Tel: 01922 493499/473499 

THE FIRST MIDLAND SPECIALIST FOR NAIM ARCAM AUDIO LAB CHORD KESWICK RESEARCH ALSO: APOLLO A.T. AUDIO ALCHEMY AUDIO QUEST B&W BOSE BEYER CABLE TALK 

CHORD COMPANY CYRUS CELESTION DPA EPOS EXPOSURE KEf REFERENCE KENWOOO MARANTZ MICHELL MORDAUNT SHORT MERIDIAN MICROMEOA MISSION MOTH MUSICAL FIDELITY 

NAKAMICHI ORTOFON PROJECT QUAD ROKSAN ROGER$ ROTEL SENNHEISER SONY SUMIKO SYSTEMDEK TARGET TDL TUBE TECHNOLOGY VAN DEN HUL YAMAHA 

OXFORDSHIRE 

SUFFOLK 

mission 

nad 

naim audio 

nakamichi 

quad 

yamaha 

ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0802 176319 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNll 1UA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The friendly shop with the best sotmd 

systems in the South. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Man-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream, Exposure, JPW, Naim 
Audio. Marantz. Ore/le, Origin Live, Ruark. Audio 

Technica, Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw 
Electronics and many more. 

SURREY 

Front End Problems? 
comact: 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the 
best- listen to my Koetsu- and- Decca- eater. 

Also agcms for Croft, Sugden, Thorcns. Pemachord Speakers 
& Nouingham Analogue - plus cartridge re-ripping service 

(0181) 688 6565 

WEST SUSSEX 

PHASE J HIFI 
:Jti•fl THE LEADING HI-FI �· 
� & 'HOME CINEMA' · 

SPECIALISTS 
LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS 

ARCAM • AUDIOLAB • CABLE TALK 
CELESTION • CHORD • DENON • KEF • MARANTZ 
MERIDIAN • MONITOR AUDIO • NAD • PIONEER 

SHEARNE • TANNOY • TDL • THORENS • YAMAHA 

21 \...215 T \RHI:\(, HO \ll. \\OHllfl'\{,. \\ tA"i r Sl SS�\ R'\11 .JII\\ 
n I t Pllfl\t · i 019IBJ �5577 

HI-FI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers - a legend in sound for over 50 
years, KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers are used in 

many studios, top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 

(0121) 430 7817 

SALES & SERVICES 
INTERCONNECT CABLES 

PRECISION INTERCONNECTS 

NEW� 
SILVER 10 INTERCONNEC 

lP'UJRJE SlilLVJEJR 
WliTH GOlLD-lP'lLATJED lP'HONOS 

1 METRE PAIR 
ONLY £65! 

Call (01743) 240342 
for details 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC. Cotes. Dynoudio. KEF. More!. Peer1ess. R.CL Sconspeak. Seos. 
Spectra Dynamics. Volt. Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms 

No oppts necessary. Closed Mondays 

Send for free catalogue. MojOI Cred1t Cords accepted 
Wellington Close. Parkgate Industrial Estate. 

Knutsford. Cheshire WA16 8DX. Dept HFC. 
Telephone (01565) 650605 Fax (01565) 650080 

REVOX SERVICING 

REV OX SERVICE 
Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair 

Insured Carriage arranged 

Free Estimation 

Also: Tape Supplies 

Second User Reconditioned 

Machines 

Spare parts orders welcome 

Free Advice 

RamTek 
Tel: (0181) 207 6159 

Fax: (0181) 953 1118 

Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street, 

Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE 

REVOX & STUDER 

-EAST MIDLANDS AUDIO 
PROFESSIONAL DEALERS FOR 

STUDER- REVOX 
SALES • SERVICE • SPARES 
REVOX G36 M Kill 2 TRACK ........ .......... ... ...... £700.00 
REVOX 877 MKII HS 2 TRACK .. .. ......... ....... ... £800.00 
REVOX C221 PRO CD EX DEM ...................... £850.00 
REVOX E260 RDS TUNER, NEW.. . . .. £2300.00 
REVOX E21 5 CASSETTE, NEW ........ ..... ......... £2500.00 
STUDER 867 THREE SPEED.. . . .. ........ £1200.00 
STUD ER C37 VALVE.. .. .. ........ £2200.00 
STUDER A80 VU. HIGH SPEED 

REVOX C274 4 CH .. 

REVOX PR99 MK ONE .. 

.............. £1500.00 
. ...... £1600.00 

.. ... . ............ £600.00 
REVOX PR99 MK TWO, HIGH SPEED .... ...... £1200.00 
REVOX G36 MKIII, HIGH SPEED.. . ........ £1000.00 
REVOX 8795 TURNTABLE ... .......... ................. £400.00 
STUDER 877 2 & 4 TRACK .. ... ........ .. ............ £2550.00 
STUDER PR99 2 TRACK, HIGH SPEED . ........ £3500.00 
STUDER D730 PRO CD PLAYER .... ............. .. £3200.00 
STUDER D731 PRO CD PLAYER .... .. ............. £2930.00 
STUDER A812 4 SPEED, VU .. . ...... £5000.00 

PART EXCHANGE AND EXPORT WELCOME 
TEL 01246 275479 FAX 01246 550421 

To find out more about advertising in the finest HiFi magazine in the world, 

call the Sales Team on (0171) 6311433 
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SALES & SERVICES 

LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS 

AUDIOVISION, a successful family 
business since 1957, offers the latest and 

largest range of hi-fi separates from 
TECHNICS and YAMAHA. Combined 
with our TV and video expertise, our 
friendly specialists will help you select the 
best for your complete home cinema. 
.................. ALL AT THE LOWEST PRICES! 

THEBANDOR 

"TRIDENT" 

The Bandor "Trident" 
Loudspeake�; is a triple 
cabinet, ultra compact. 
full range S\•stem. that 

is styled to be both 
discrfte yet attracrive, 

in almost any 
enviromnenr. 

Breathtaking claritv and 
openness from the 

tinyest real hi-fi system 
around, - tmlv 

exceptional.· 
DESIGN (1. Powe/1- 1995) 
Retail price £707.35p 

vat included 

MAIL ORDER 

Phone wit h Acce ss Voa 
s�tchde taioO'serocheque. 
Fast courier delive ry. 

Openl.loo-Sal9-5.311 

WE BEAT PRICES 

lbe!O'e purchase yoofind 
t:<oduclsadvertis.Jch eapo' 
in stockat anauthorise d 
deai<lwewilbeat�atl'i<e 

00&0\iJ[Q)©OO 
DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO 
11 PENFOLD COTI AGES 
PEN FOLD LANE 

MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS HOLMER GREEN 

MAIL ORDER 

Technic 
REC 

Check prices on any Technics hi-fi from Yorkshire's largest display. 
SAVE UP TO 15% 

on selected models for limited period. 
BE FUTURE PROOF WITH 

cwm� 
TV FROM £799 

TOMORROW'S TV SHAPE TODAY 
PHILIPS Panasonic NOKIA 
32W9631 TX-W2BDI SFN-8297DPL 
2BW9631 WIDESCREEN TV's SFN-8296 
24W6321 VIDEO RECORDERS SFN-7282 
PROJECTION TV & CAMCORDERS CLASSIC TV 

BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
Tell Fax: (01494)714058 

"PICTURES" by BANDOR 
Pictures are slim. attractive, wall-mounted 
loudspeakers, only 2 inches thick, offering 
superb sound quality. 

Pictures contain .an advanced driver. with spun 
aluminium cone. in a cabinel with a ceramic 
front, allowing their use in steamy environments 
such as kitchens and bathrooms, whilst being 
equally sui1able in surround systems. 
DESIGN (1. Powell- 1994) 
Very high quality ··- very small. Banish 
mediocre extension speakers forever! 

Retail one pair £329 vat included. 

For more information on these and other Bandor 
systems please send a 50p stamp for brochure. 

IAN HARRISON HIFI J:.� �.�.�83 70?875 
CARTRIDGES '''TRADE IN YOUR OLD TRANSFORMERS. ORTOFON 

LONDON (DECCA) MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE SOWTEA. DENON 

ORTOFON 
(ANY AGE MAKE OR Sound Connections 

Mail Order Suppliers of Quality Hi-li Accessories 
Tell Fax 0151 348 1988 

AUDIO TECHNICA 
CONDITION) AND SAVE UP 

TO 40% OfF THE NORMAL 
DE NON SELUNG PRICE 
TRANSFIGURATION 

OAT TURNTABLE 
SHURE 
GOLORING SONY, PIONEER. TEAC STRATOSPHERE 

VAN DEN HUL PANASONIC, TASCAM 

GRAOO MICROPHONES TON EAR MS 
AOKSAN 

SENNHEIS€A, AUDIO MOTH, GRAHAM 
AUDIOOUEST 

TECHNICA, NEUMANN, AKG ROKSAN 

CD PLAYERS CASSETIE DECKS TUNERS 

TEAC, SONY TEAC, NAKAMICHI, QUAD, MARANTZ, 

MARANTZ SONY, MARANTZ SONY, DENON 

QUAD 

AMPLIFIERS HI-FI FURNITURE CABLES 
QUAD, SOUND ORGANISATION. AUOIOOUEST, COGAN 
MARANTZ. SONY APOLLO, SOUND HALL 
TECHNICS. TEAC, SONIC 

FACTORY TRIPOD, SONIC LINK, SILVER LINK, CONVERGENT AUDIO 

TECHNOLOGY. LUMLEY SOUNDSTYLE, PROJECT SOUNDS, QED 
REFERENCE GOLDRING 

BLANK TAPES HEADPHONES ACCESSORIES 

TDK, MAXELL, SONY SENNHEISER, BEYER, QED, DISCWASHER, 

BASF. FUJI. AMPEX. AKG,GRADO GOLDRING 

SCOTCH. JVC. 

KONICA 353 TEST CASSETIES & CD'S 

PHONE OR WRITE FOR DETAILS 

MAIL ORDER ONLY 
PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE AND AVAILABILITY 

PRIOR TO ORDERING ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW WITH 

FULL UK GUARANTEES 

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL 
MAIL ORDER FROM IAN HARRISON HI Fl 7 MILL HILL REPTON 

DERBY DE65 6GO 

TEL 01283 702875 9am 9pm lnc Sunday 

"THIS IS TH E BEST SUB £1000 SPEAKER 

CABLE WE HAVE TESTED" •••.. HI-FI CHOICE. 

AUDIO C A BLES: 

DNM Reson. Chord Company. Soniclink. XLO 
Van Den Hul. Audioquest. Kimber. Nordost. QED 

CARTRIDGES 8c TONEARMS: 

Lyra. Sumiko. Ortofon. Goldring. SME 
DNM Reson (trade in your old cartridge and save up to 30°/o) 

H EADPHONES: 

Stax. Scnnhciscr. llcycr. Jccklin. Grado 

EQUIPMENT AND I S OL ATION SUPPORT: 

Black Diamond Racing. Target. Soundstylc. Townshend 

AND M ANY MORE INC: 

Audio Alchemy. Cardas. Shun Mook. Kontak. WilT. 
Mobile Fidelity. QED. Bcdini. lxos. Michcll. 

WE OFFER A HOME TRIAL SERVICE 

ON A SELECTED RANGE OF 

CABLES AND ACCESSORIES 

Please telephone or fax for our full p1·oduct and price list 

Mon-Fri 9.30am to 8.00pm (Sat to I.OOpm) 
52 Green L.,ne, Great Sutton, South Wirral, Cheshire, L66 4LE. 

e-mail: sounconnec@aol.com 
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SALES & SERVICES 

Second hand 
&exdem 

equipment 
Nairn 72 pre-omplifier S./H. 
current style. excellent ... .... £399 

Llnn Kon 1 1  loudspeakers with 
dedicated stands. block ash 
veneer excellent S/H $275 

EPOS 11 loudspeakers. in 
Mahogany veneer with dedi­
cated stands. -hard- & ·soW 
covers excellent S/H ........ £325 

Cyrus Il l integrated amplifier 

with R/C. S/H Excellent . .... il75 

Mlcromego Duo 2 B/S DAC. S/H. 
mint condition ... ...... ........ £325 

Meridian 203 DAC S/H .... 5225 

EX-DEM 

Triang le TE 60 SE integrated 
amplifier with mm I me phone 
stage. RRP £649. Ex dem ... S425 

Heybrook Heystak loudspeakers 

upgraded to 
1 a r e s t 
specification In 
·rosewood" vinyl. 
Mini. S/H .. 

.. £250 

M ichell Alecto 
Stereo power 
amplifier ex dem 
(RRP £ 1150) £875 

Audio Innovations First Audio 

Trlode (2A3) valve power amplifier 
S/H. One owner : originally pur­
chased from Signals. Mint cond­
Ition .. 5650 

Ki n sh a w 

Overture DAC. 
Needs a good 
transport to work 
wel1. Ex dem at 
a daft price 

.... ...... £75 

Michell Argo pre­

omplifler with 
Hero PSU (RRP 
£885) ex dem hi-fi for grown-ups 

Joh n Sheorne 

phose 11 Integrat­
ed line level 
amplifier mint 
S/H . .... . £350 

£600 

Audio Innovations series 300 

integrated valve amplifier with 
ph ono stage RRP £.499. ex dem 

i325 

Nokamlchi CR3E 3 head cassette 
deck S/H virtually unused 

. .  £115 

New bargains 
ARION Elektro integrated 18 
wpc valve amplifiers. Latest 
style stainless steel chassis. 
Normal price £1395. Very few 
available new with s light 
marks & full warranty . .. £1025 

Morel Bossmoster 602 com­

pact monitor loudspeakers . 
Originally £1200, choice of 
finishes.Very few left at £399 

Also Moral Music First range 
of loudspeakers at unprint­

able prices. Phone for 
details I brochures 

See dealer panel (Suffolk) for 
other brands stocked. 

ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0 80 2176319 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 

The M3- TL, S3TL, S4TL and S5TL are superb Hi-Fi Transmission Lines using 
excellent SEAS, IPL, Audax and MOREL drive units to achieve sound quality and bass 
extension which is equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £700- £2000. 
The kits include sturdy cast chassis bass units, quality textile dome tweeters, quality 
crossover components for hardwiring, grille material, acoustic foam, T-nuts and bolts, 
Dual terminals for BIWIRING, spikes and assembly plans and instructions. 

M3TL - 5.0" bass unit, cab size 810 x 186 x 210mm £166.00 + £5.75 p&p 
S3TL - 6.5" bass unit, cab size 903 x 230 x 350mm £179.50 + £5.75 p&p 
S4TL 8.0" bass unit, cab size 960 x 275 x 400mm £211.00 + £6.75 p&p 
S5TL - 10" bass 5" mid., cab size 1080 x 320 x 400 £373.00 + £7.50 p&p 

Plain or preveneered MDF Cab kits also available. Please phone for details, or 

Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 

ALTERNATIVELY send £1.50 for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising: 
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING, BUILDING & TESTING speakers, and full technical specs, 

including response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories. 

PRE-OWNED 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO L TD 
WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION 

APOGEE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIONOTE • BASIS • CAT • CLEARAUDIO • COPLAND • CREEK • EMF • GRAHAM 
HEYBROOK • KLIPSCH • KRELL • LUMLEY MONITOR • LUMLEY REFERENCE • MAGNEPLANAR • MAGNUM/DYNALAB 

MARTIN LOGAN • ROTEL • SME • SONUS FABER • TEAC • THETA • VOYD 
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

Studer A807 Pro. tape recorder MINT.. ..0750 Audionote M7 tube pre.amp (£ 14650) ........ £5995 Transparent Ultra bi-wire sp. cable 12' set .... £2195 
Audio Research D200 {£3248) offered for . .. £2495 Nairn Nait integrated amplifier. . ............... £195 Transparent Phono cable 2.5 mtrs .......... . . ... £395 

Lumley 120 monoblocks (with cages) ... . ..... £2195 Apogee Centaur minor speakers .. ..... .... .... . £750 Genesis model 111 speakers. mint ................ £2495 
Pro AC Tablette Ill Boxed MINT.. .. .................. £295 Rega RB 250 (silver wired) tonearm .................. £95 ]adis Defy 7 stereo amp. mint... .................. £3695 
Audio Alchemy DAC-in-the-box ...................... £125 Revox A700 Tape Recorder {semi pro.) ........... £650 Linn Aktiv X over+ DIRAK psu . ....................... £450 
Solstice MD speakers with stands . . ..... ...... .. £650 MAF heavy turntable stand ... .... . . . .. ....... .. £2SO Linn LK 100 power amps x 2 ................. each £350 
Audio-Research D400 power amp (ex demo) £4750 Dynavector DV 6A Silver MC transformer ....... £495 Linn lsobariks with stands. (active) ......... ....... £795 

Clearaudio Gamma S (ex demo) ........ ............ £400 Dynavector Karat Ruby MC cartridge. (new) .. £295 Stereo KT88 40 walt valve amp ...................... £750 
Audio Research Litzlink interconnect (from) ..... £200 ADC Phase 2 Phone cartridge (new) ................. £49 Nakamichi DR3 cassette deck ......................... £250 

Magnepan SMGb speakers (new) reduced to .. £765 ADC Phase 1 Phono cartridge (new) ................. £45 Audionote DAC 3 ........................................... £995 
Nakamichi Dragon. boxed... . ........ ... £1195 Linn Karma MC cartridge .. .. . . ... . ......... ... £195 Audionole AN) speakers . ................................. £495 
Quad 33 pre-amp boxed ...... ............................ £95 Fidelity Research FR-101 SE cartridge .. .............. £40 Audio Innovations 200 power amp . ................ £195 
Quad 405 Mk 1 power amp ... . .. . .... . .. . . . £195 NAD 9200 cartridge.. . . . . .............. £25 Audio Research SP 11 Mk 2 pre-amp ... .... ... £2195 

Diamond Acoustics (Lumley) Ref 2 speakers .... £895 Grace F-9 cartridge ........................................... £95 Audio Research Classic 30 amplifier ... .. .. ... £1695 
Pioneer 4 Chan. receiver QX 949A ........ ......... £395 Grado G-1 cartridge ....... . .. ... .. ......... ... ....... £45 Audio Research DAC 1 ................................ £1295 
Marantz Quadradial 4 receiver ........................ £295 Systemdek 11 with linn basik LV X arm ......... £175 Oracle Alexandria turntable ............................ £795 
Thorem TO 126 MK 3 turntable ..................... £250 Cambridge P 50 integrated amp ...................... £50 S.M.E. 1V tonearm .......................................... £595 
Clearaudio turntable{arm{cartridge (demo) .. £2795 Transparent Ref. interconnect 15'st. pair ...... £1595 Counterpoint SA 7 pre-amp ........................... £495 
Braun A1 int. amp/T1 tuner. .. ... .. .. ......... .. £495 Transparent Ref. interconnect lmtr. pair ....... £1295 Mkromega DUO BS 2 DAC . .. .... . ........ £495 

RARE OPPORTUNITY 
MciNTOSH MAC 40 MONOBLOCKS (PAIR) PLUS MCINTOSH C22 PRE-AMPLIFIER O.I.R.O £2500. 

QUAD MAIN DEALERS. VISA-SWITCH-MASTER CARD-DINERS CLUB WELCOME 
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK. 

202 Flndon Road, Worthing, Sussex BN14 OEJ 
TEL; (01903) 872288 after hours number (0860) 660001 FAX: (01903) 872234 

AMPLIFICATION/TUNERS 
Nakamichi Stasis power amp 
NVA PSO + 2 x A70 Mono blocks 
Nairn 32.5 Pre/NAP110 Power 
Quad 341306 Pre/power amp 
Quad 3313031FM3 (incl. sleeve) 
Quad FM4 Tuner 
Naim NAIT2 int. amplifier 
Cyrus 2/PSX 

������:J�g�� B 1 

Quad 405 
Audio Innovations Alto 
Yamaha DSP E300 5 eh processor 
Yamaha OSA 100 Pro 
Yamaha DSP 100 
Yamaha MX35 214 CH Power Amp 

RAP 
£1A!9 
£J..O!I9 
<800 
.,., 
..00 

� 
12>9 
� 
JJ09 

� 

CAREFULLY USED HI-FI WANTED. CASH 

READY - WE'LL COLLECT 

Meridian 207 
Meridian 208 (Ex Dem) 

����r;r�t�:C,�
fTransport 

Mission DADS 
Arcam Alpha 5 plus 
Rotel ACD865 
Philips OCC600 

CD PLAYERS 

YOUR SPECIALIST HI-FI CAN BE SOLD 

ON A COMMISSION BASIS - 50% 
CASH UPFRONT GUARANTEED ON 

COLLECTION 

TURNTABLES 
linn LP12/LVXJK5 
Llnn LP12llnok LVII/OCSITrampotin 
AA EB101 
Thorens TD147 (mint) 

PRICES ARE UNBEATABLE AGAINST ALL 

THE TOP BRANDS WE STOCK 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
Acouslat (incl sub) electrostatics 
Yamaha NS 1000 �:������; 3.3 (ex-dem) 

Spendor BC1 
Aogers LS 3/SA 
Royd Sintra 
Mooitor Audio MABOO Gold 
lnlinitySM115 
Tannov 609 

�=��� g���8����a\ECe���
) 

KEF Model 1, Burr, (ex dem) 

WANTED 

NOW 
£849 
£849 
£400 
£395 
£200 
£249 
£299 
£395 
£149 
£199 
£225 
£199 
£349 
£169 
£89 
£99 

NOW 
£449 
£799 
£199 
£299 
£199 
£299 
£149 
£149 

NOW 
£450 
£895 
£170 
£165 

NOW 
£899 
£895 

£1750 
£295 
£295 
£295 
£299 
£495 
£265 
£199 

£2699 
£1350 
£999 

QUAD ESL 63 WE'LL PAY CASH & COLLECT!! 

OUR SUPERB 1996 BROCHURE IS 

NOW AVAILABLE. WHY NOT JOIN OUR 

MAILING LIST & WE'LL SEND A COPY 
TO YOU. IT'S WELL WORTH IT -

THERE'S A FREE CD OFFER TOO. 

lkHiFi� 
TRADING STATION 

35-42 Cowgate Peterborough 
Telephone (01733) 555514 



Reader classified 

Advertise in Hi·Fi Choic 

A&R (Arcam) AGO amp, £85. 
AIWA HDS100 DAT, unused, 
£200. Rotel 820AX, £80. Denon 
TU260, £80. lan, London 
(0181) 595 2707 

ARCAM Alpha 5 amp, Target 
TR24 spkr stands, mint cond, 
boxed w/receipts, £130 & £50 
respectively. London (0181) 
333 2342 eves 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS Series 200: 
2 pwr amps, 1 preamp. Audio 
Note ANJs on Targets. Nakamichi 
DR3, mint cond. £1350. Tel/lax 
Surrey (01483) 766940 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS 200: M/C 
pre & S800 M/C transformer, 
£200 & £80. Beyer DT811 
headphones (£150) £90. 
Gosport (01705) 792978 

AUDIOLAB 8000M monoblocks, 
£550 each. KEF 105/3 black, 
£1100. As new, boxed. Surrey 
(01883) 330063 

AUDIOLAB 8000Q remote con­
trolled preamp, £790 ono. 
Gosport (01705) 358502 

AUDIOQUEST Lapis 1metre 
interconnects (£400) £195. 
DPA Black Slink (£210) £95. 
Nottingham (01623) 798210 

AURA Evolution Mkll amp, black 
mirror, immac, boxed (£350) 
£220. N London (0973) 555405 

AVI S2000MC CD player, hardly 
used and in absolutely mint 
cond, still under warranty, 
£850. London (0181) 870 3630 

BANG & OLUFSEN 2000 !.table, 
2 spkrs, tuner/amp, cassette, 
(touch control). boxed, exc 
cond (£2600) £1500 ono. 
Leeds (0113) 256 6518 

CAMBRIDGE P50 amp, NAD 
5220 CD player, Celestion 
Ditton 130 sprks, WHY? London 
(0181) 871 9392 

D.P.A. 200s pre/pwr, as new, 
boxed, manuals etc. £700 ono. 
Sony DTC 690 DAT, rct ser­
viced, £400 ono. Jules, 
Swansea (01792) 280061 

E.A.R. 802 Mkll preamp, £650. 
Preston (01772) 626660 

EPOS 11s, black ash, latest 
X/over, £275. NW London 
(0181) 429 1788 

HARBETH HL-P3 spkrs. £365. 4 
pillar foundation stands for 
Harbeths or LS3/5A, £160. 
Romsey (01794) 514916 

HI-FI CHOICE 

T
o advertise on this page, write your advert in block capitals and send it to: 
Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 19 Bolsover St, London W1P 7HJ. 

Include* a cheque for £5 made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The 
advert will appear for one issue only and must be no more than 20 words (or five 
lines) long, including all spaces and your phone number. Reader Classifieds are 
for the use of private individuals only. All Reader Classified adverts will be print­

ed on a first-come, first-served basis, subject to available space, and Dennis 
Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained 

therein, nor any consequence arising from it, nor for any typographical errors. We 

reserve the right to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot 

guarantee that an advert will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE to subscribers; please include your subscriber number. 

H ECO Superior 840 floors- LINN LP12, Quad 405, Trio 917 PIERRE Lurne Romance 
tanders, black ash, RRP £800, tuner, Nakamichi 582 cassette, !.table, armless, £565. Oxford 
two yrs old, £325. Melksham Hailer preamp, Lentek Monitor phono MC w/psu, £325. N 
(01225) 793265 spkrs, £800. Peterborough Ireland (01960) 372845 

HEYBROOK Solo spkrs, black {01733) 893818 PINK TRIANGLE Export, light 

finish, bi-wireable, as new, MAGNEPLANAR MG2.5R, oak ash, SME 309, all mint, £1000 

boxed, £120. London (0181) panels w/black cloth, immac, ono. Lanes (01744) 811447 

399 2945 boxed, poss delivery, £900 ono. PIONEER A400 Best Buy amp, 

JBL Control 1, subwoofer, wall Hereford (01568) 610569 eves exc cond, boxed, £150 ono. 

brackets, £200. Mike, High MARANTZ CD52Mk11SE, as new, Preston (01772) 621115 

Wycombe, (01494) 447261 boxed, £125 ono. Chesham PIONEER A400X, new, boxed, 

JVC KS-D1 in-car DAT player, (01494) 792347 gntd, £150 inc p&p. Deltec 

£300. Richard, Cardiff (01222) MERIDIAN 506 CD player, 15 Black Slink, 0.5m, £40. 

498188 mths old, £600. Revolver rose- Cumbria (01697) 478537 

KEF 107/2 Reference, rose-
wood !.table, £100. Both mint PIONEER PD91 Reference CD 

wood, boxed, as new, £1900. 
cond and boxed. Wigan player, mint, £400. Cumbria 

Paul, Bucks (01494) 881620 
(01942) 234045 (01229) 833168 

KENWOOD DP5050 CD, £100. 
MICHAELSON AUDIO Odysseus QUAD 44/404 for sale. Wanted: 

Sennheiser HD545 head-
valve amp, stunningly good, Lowther LL15S and SCU. 6 

phones, £65. DCC tapes, 20 
45wpc, class A (£1200) £599. Knowle Croft, Sheffield S11 9SR 
London (0181) 372 2584 

various, £50. Colchester 
MICHELL Argo/Hera, £550. Pair 

REGA Ela spkrs, immac, black 
(01206) 854031 finish, £275. Essex (01376) 

KENWOOD KA3020SE amp, few 
Albarry 100W monoblocks, 

331712 
£495. Both £950. Cambridge 

mths old & SP235 spkrs, £190. (01223) 322215 REGA Kyles, walnut, 8 mths 
Staffs (0121) 331 6390 

MICROMEGA T-Drive, £780. 
old, fully boxed, as new, Best 

LEAK Point One TL/12 plus Epos 11 w/stands, £230. Boxed 
Buy, £95. SE London (0181) 

amps (pair), mint cond, £495. and vgc. Nottingham (0115) 
325 2048 

Quad 11 pwr amps (pair), £345. 924 3753 REL Strata subwoofer, as new, 
Sussex (01444) 459196 

MONITOR AUDIO Studio 50 
demo avail (£500) £395 ovno. 

LINN Helix 11 spkrs, w/Ku stone . spkrs, ebony piano laquer fin-
lan, Sheffield (01142) 659496 

stands, boxed, £200. W ish, 6 mths (£4950) £3950. SHACKMAN EIS units inc 
Midlands (01564) 777725 E Sussex (01797) 253073 X/overs, smart black cabinets 

LINN lsobarik (sep X/overs), MUSICAL FIDELITY MVx2 pre- (can demo). Offers. Leeds 

Exposure tri-wired cable, amp, £950. P270.2 amp, £550. (0113) 27 4 3409 

£1499. Bingham (01949) Cambridge CD2, £275. Exc SHAHINIAN Arc spkrs, exc 
831063 cond. Sheffield (01142) 875373 cond, light oak finish, boxed, 

LINN Karik CD, £675. Linn NAD 3020 amp, NAD 4020 can demo, £690. Durham 

LK1/LK280 amps, £450. As tuner, Technics RSMlO cass {0191) 386 5892 

new, boxed. London (0181) deck, Mordaunt-Short Festival SME 12" arm 3009, Goldring 
871 0424 spkrs, £150 the lot. Alloway deck, Shure Vl511, 50 LPs, all 

LINN K9, very little use, in (01292) 443169 £200. Coventry (01926) 854139 

original boxes, only £40 for NAIM Active 82, 3xHiCaps, SONY 570ES RDS radio tuner, 
quick sale. Newcastle (0191) Naxo 2x250s, SBLs {current good cond, boxed, manual, 
268 4749 spec), £4950 or split. W £50. Surrey {0181) 979 1484 

LINN LP12/Ittok/Asaka, £450. Midlands {01384) 291484 SONY CDP-970, optical digital 
Nairn 32/160, £450. Saras NAIM NAP 110, mint, boxed, output, multibit {16), full 
w/stands, £300. Norfolk £75. KEF Coda 7s, mint, boxed, remote, £170. Farnborough 
{01379) 687648 £75. N Yorks {01765) 602006 {01276) 33920 

£5* 

SONY: DTC-690 DAT, CDP-715E 
CD, ST -S505ES tuner. All as 
new. Gloucester {01452) 611917 

SONY TC-377 stereo tape deck 
ECM-99 stereo microphone 
plus tapes. Good cond, orig 
boxes & manuals, £150. Oxon 
{01865) 873167 

SYSTEMDEK IIX/900, Rega 
RB300, Goldring 1012GX. Three 
mths old, £325. Hereford 
{01544) 318189 

TEAC A450 cassette, £70. B&W 
110is, £80. SME Ills, £50. 
Thorens TD150, £30. Farnham 
(01252) 726449 

THORENS TD166 !.table w/A&R 
P77 cart, exc cond, rarely 
used, £110. Bucks {01494) 
440827 

THORENS !.table TD166 Mk2, 
inc new AT95E cart, £110. 
Denon DCD1520 CD player 
r/control (£675) £175 ono. 
Ruark Swordsman spkrs 
(£329) £150, plus Target 24" 
spiked, sand-filled stands. 
Essex {01255) 428298 

WADIA 3200 transport, little 
used, exc cond, offers. Surrey 
(01932) 345241 

WALKER CJ55 !.table w/SME Ill 
arm and Nagoaka cart, £175 
ono (Valdi standard). Plinth 
and lid for Rock t.table, offers. 
Leak Trough line (mono), 
immac, sensible offers over 
£60. Wanted: Snell Ks and 
Pirate stands (pref 4-leg). 
Leeds (0113) 255 9475 

WHARFEDALE 512-2 black 
spkrs w/Apollo stands. £250. 
Cambridge amp & Technics 
tuner, £100. Bristol (012'75) 
462985 

WANTED 

ACOUSTIC RESEARCH M1 
spkrs. Berkhamsted (01442) 
874749 

REL Strata subwoofer. Will 
travel. York (01904) 646735 

ROTEL pwr amp, RB870BX. 

Cosmetic appearance unim­
portant. Liverpool (0151) 287 
5784 

REL Strata subwoofer, 
Wharfedale Active Diamonds 
or Active Good man Maxims. 
Lanes (0161) 626 0879 
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van den HuluK 
P 0 Box 31 Bishop Auckland DL 14 7YZ 

Tei:0181-8109388 

Advanced Carbon Fibre 
Technology for Ultimate 
Perlormance 

LONDON DEALER IN SERIOUS 

OUTBREAK OF SOUND SENSE 
By our intrepid reporters !an Interconnect and Carla Cable. 

SOUND SENSE the renowned multi 
dimensional central London Hi-Fi dealer 

has created a centre of excellence for lovers 
of good home entertainment in at 350 
Edgware Road, W2. 
In the difficult area of cable selection 
common sense and practical unbiased advice 
are rare commodities. The friendly experts 
at SoLmd Sense will demonstrate a full range 

Loudspeaker and Interconnect Cables so 
helping the customer make the correct 
decisions for themselves. The extensive 

range of van den llul cables are always on 
demonstration and cases containing a 
selection of cables are available, should a 
home trial be required. The cables can be 
demonstrated on a variety of systems from 
budget to high end, so that their contribution 
to the overall sound of any chosen system 

Carbon Dating 
Make a date to visit Sound Sense -

The Linear Structured Carbon Cable 

Centre in Central London and form a new 

relationship which may change your life 

forever. Phone 0 I 71 402 21 00. 

can be easily assessed and exactly the right 
choice of cable made. 
van den Hul assert that cables are as 
important to the overall quality of a sotmd 
system as any of the other piece of 
equipment. To obtain the best results all the 
system components must be selected to work 

together and here interconnect and 
loudspeaker cables are just as important as 
the right amplifier or the right CD player and 
loudspeakers and the system budget should 
reflect this. 
Sound Sense have ideal facilities to 
demonstrate these differences and so help 
the customer make the right selection. 
Phone them on (0171) 402 2 I 00 for an 
appointment. 

Reach For the Sky 
Skytrack Hybrid is the superb new budget 

bi-wire Linear Structure Carbon Hybrid 

cable from van den T-lul. Performance is 

simply astounding for only £5.49/m. 

llearing is believing. 

Wired for sound. CS122 Hybrid Sets 
New Standard at a give away price! 

van den Hul 

The Magnum 
The CS 122 I lybrid Loudspeaker Cable is 

the bargain of the year. Hi-Fi News (Nov. 

95) wrote "A magnificently transparent 

Cable" while at Hi-Fi Choice (April 96) 

"CS 122 won over our most prejudiced of 

testers'' The technology is new, the 

performance amazing. 

den 1-lul now have the answer. The CS122 

uses a Linear Structured Carbon conducting 
coating over a multi-strand silver clad 

matched crystal copper conductor to give a 

superbly integrated performance while 

preserving flexibility and ease of use, RRP­

£11.99/m. 

50% off* 
Have we gone mad? 

This magnificent linear structured 
carbon hybrid speaker cable 

combines excellent bass with 
crista( clear treble. Get the best 

Ln the past speaker cables were almost 

always a compromise. While some 

preferred solid core cables which were either 
stiff and unmanageable or lacked bass. they 
said that the more flexible multi-strand 

For all bi-wire speakers van den llul have 

now latmched a bi-wire version of the 

wondrous CS 122 called The Tea track -

sa1ne perfonnance no\-v 1nore convenient, 
RRP-£21.99/m 

The Second The SOURCE HB 
Carbon Hybrid 

interconnect 
Balanced interconnect 

***** WHAT HI·FI? ***** Hi-Fi Choice 

£199.99 =0100 £219.99 :� £49.99 rroro 
O.Bil'l�e1e0 

of both worlds at an amazing price. 

RRP £37.99 
Offer price£ 18.99 

Hurry! Limited Stock 

*While stocks last 

Sound Sense Sales Hotline Tel: 0171 402 2100 
Open: Monday to Saturday IOa.m. to 7p.m. 
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THE 
HIT LIST 
Audio Innovations 
Aura 
Boston 
B&W 
Celestion 
Den on 
Ex posure 
Harman Kardon 
JBL 
KEF 
Ken wood 
Marantz 
Monitor Audio 
Nakamichi 
Orelle 
Pioneer 
REL 
Revolver 
Rogers 
Rote! 
Sony 
Tannoy 
Technics 
TDL 
Thorens 
Yamaha 
XTC 

Accesories 
& Furniture: 
Atacama 
Cable talk 
Flatline 
Quad rasp ire 
SoundStyle 
Stand Design 
Target 
van den Hul 

Hi-Fi 
& 

Audio Visual 

A NEW DIMENSION 
IN SOUND RETAILING 

Home 
Cinema 

Pro-Logic 
Processors 

& amps by 
Denon and 

Yamaha 

By Dave Nandra & Anica Amp 

Sound Sense now adds a new dimension 

to Hi-Fi retailing in Central London. 

With brand new, superbly equipped, 

demonstration facilities anda carefully 

chosen selection of the very best Hi-Fi 

and Super-Fi available in this country, it 

is the place to head for if you are serious 

about sound. Don't imagine that Sound 

Sense are only interested in expensive 

gear either, as they have a full range of 

products from selected manufacturers to 

offer the best available for everyone 

irrespective of their budget. The experts 

at Sound Sense have listened long and 

hard, using their vast experience of 

the Hi-Fi market to carefully select 

products which offer the very best 

in performance and style. 

Laser Disc 
Players 

Sony 
televisions 
including 

Wide Screen 

Videos by 
Panasonic 

&Sony 

Mall Order 
We accept 

cheque and 
all major 

credit card. 

Simply pick up 
your phone 
and order 

Free Delivery* 
above £250 
"Excludes offers 

Date with Denon 
Denon is a strong Japanese specialist Hi­
Fi brand which offer an excellent blend of 
performance at a competitive price. Their 
budget (from£ 160) "separates" "British 

sound" amplifiers The PMA250III, The 
PMA350II and The PMA450SE are all 
strong competitors in their price territory 
and offer real musical integrity - all very 
favorably reviewed everywhere. The 
CD825 CD player (RRP £240) gives an 
interesting mult-bit alternative to the mass 

market low bit conversion. This player is 
a favorite of the Reviewers at Hi-Fi News 
and is strong on dynamics and timing 
earning it a Sound Sense special 
recommendation in this price sector. We 
also stock their "Best Buy" budget tuners 
and their strong moderately priced cassette 
decks. They also offer a strong range 
of or award winning AV audio products 
and complete high performance Systems. 

upto 50°/o Total Exposure 
Classic styling, good engineering and build quality, with a sound that's 

hard to beat have earned Exposure an enviable reputation. Five gold 

stars for the Exposure XX in What Hi-Fi? Need we say more! A good 

range is available from a great well established brand. 

on selected products 
call for details 

Orelle new amp KOs 
established champions 

Sorted for XTC 
XTC is a new range of Hi-End equipment from an established UK 
Hi-Fi manufacturer. This range has been carefully designed to 
combine classic styling with the best sounds available from 
electronic equipment at a price well below the normal for this market 
sector. After a careful review of the market, Sotmd Sense have chosen 
the XTC range as the one which has the best performance without 
inflated price tags - a classic in creation. What Hi-Fi? were so 
impressed with the COT-I & DAC-1 combination that they gave it full 
5 stars, First Test April issue. The XTC range comprises of a COT­
I ' LE ' CD transp01t £1250, DAC-1 18bit DAC £I 000, PRE-1 remote 
control Class A preamp £I 000 & POW-I 175W quad channel power 
amp £2000. Drop in for a audition, you will be swept away! 

The SA100, Orelle's £449 amplifier gets a "BEST 

BUY" from Hi-Fi Choice (April 96). It thrashed the 

very strong established opposition to become "the one 
to beat". The SA-100 has also received praise from 

What Hi-Fi?, they gave it 5 stars for sound quality. The 

SA-100 is now on demonstarion. We are so impressed 

with this products that if you are not totally satisfied 

with your purchase, return the amplifier within 7 days 

and we will refund your money in full. 

Sound Sense Sales Hotline Tel: 0171 402 2100 
350 Edgware Road, London W2 lEA, Nearest Tube: Edgware Road. Fax: 0171 724 7750 

Open: Monday to Saturday 10a.m. to 7p.m. 



How much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service 

is 39p per minute off-peak and 

49p per minute at all other times. 

The pages you will receive have 

been designed to keep user costs 

to a minimum. We regret that 

Factsback is not available to over­

seas readers. The Factsback 

system was put together by 

Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi Choice review or needed some 

sound independent advice to make up that 'Best Buy' system? 

Factsback is a new service designed to help you through the ever­
increasing list of available products. Now, all our reprints over the last 

12 months are instantly available to you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 
hours a day. You get the review you need, just when you need it. 

Now available on 

f) Every Hi-Fi Choice test review from April 1994 to the present. 
Complete with prices, Best Buys and Recommendations. 

S Every feature, Help page, Write On page, Editor's Chair, Sessions, 
Statements and column printed since April 1994. 

O Quick or in-depth system index. Includes the length of each article. 

How Hi-Fi Choice works 

0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax machine. 
The handset must be switched to 'tone'. 

f) Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specific documents by a known document number from the 
keypad of your fax machine. 

E) Factsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax machine 
complete with coversheet. 

TRY IT NOW! CALL 





CAN BUY A 

HI-FI 
Editor-in-Chief Stan Vincent explains why everyone needs 

a good hi-fi - and how you can buy without tears. 

B 
uying a great hi-fi system is not difficult. Anyone with a pair 

of ears can do it. A good hi-fi will continue to give pleasure 

for many years, and carefully-selected separate hi-fi compo­

nents are among the few investments that will not devalue 

the moment they depart the dealer's showroom. Why is it, 

then, that the process of buying 'real' hi-fi can seem so 

fraught with complications? I think the answer is to be found in that 

immortal Not The Nine O'Clock News sketch, in which Griff Rhys­

Jones's hapless hi-fi buyer is humiliated and confused by wise-crack­

ing counter staff Rowan Atkinson and Mel Smith. Stores like that have 

long since gone out of business, but the stereotype crystallises the 

unnecessary mystique and jargon that, all too often, 

obscure the inviting portals of the hi-fi kingdom. 

You do not need to be an 'audiophile' to buy hi­

fi. You do not need a degree in electronics; you 

do not need to be an acoustic engineer; you will 

not need to stand on one leg with trousers 

rolled up in order to become a paid-up member 

of the global hi-fi fraternity. All it takes is a love 

of music, a desire to do better than second 

best, and a little bit of advice from us to help you 

on your way. 

Let's face it: hi-fi is the tool that allows us to hear 

music as it was recorded. The better the hi-fi, the closer the approach 

to the master tape. Think of it this way and you'll soon see the wis­

dom of saving your cash for tools that are right for the job . it's also a 

matter of making the most of your investment in records and CDs. 

Play your new £14 CD on even a good packaged 

mini or micro system, and at 

the very most you'll hear 

only £7 worth. Spend a little 

more on decent hi-fi and you'll 

soon get double-figure replay. 

Lasting satisfaction 

Once upon a time hi-fi was high 

on the average household's list of 

purchasing priorities. Now, myriad 

consumer durables take precedence 

on today's family shopping list. But 

how many modern-day baubles pro­

vide the lasting satisfaction promised 

by even a modest system of hi-fi 

separates? And how many 

l i f e s t y l e  f r i p p e r i e s  c a n  

b e  s u p p l e m e n t e d  a n d  

upgraded as the years go buy, 

such that the pleasure they 

provide can only increase7 

If you're still not convinced 

that hi-fi is the best investment 

you'll ever make (but also if you 

are) the next step is to take your 

courage in your hands, draw in a 

deep breath, and Visit A Hi-Fi Store. 

You're not going to look stupid 

if you're a first-time buyer. You need 

only a little faith in your ability to recognise the difference between 

a piece of music played on a packaged audio system, 

and the same piece played through a system of hi-fi 

separates; and between music played on a cheap sys­

tem and the same tunes reproduced on costly compo-

nents. And the good news is that you can put together an 

excellent first system for much less than you think' 

Dive into dealerland 

Where do you find a dealer? Maybe there's one down the High Street, 

but if not, your first stop is our Dealer Directory (page 147), which 

lists dealers all over the UK. Some of them belong to the British Audio 

Dealers Association, which means they offer a standardised set of ser­

vices including extended guarantees and bonding to protect monies 

held on deposit. Call (0171) 226 4044 for more details. If 

all else fails there must be a friend of a 

friend who has bought some hi-fi gear 

recently - why not get him or her to 

recommend a supplier? 

When you decide to visit a 

dealer, it's best to phone before­

hand and book an appointment. 

Whether you're buying a complete 

system or just one component, an 

appointment ensures you'll have 

the benefit of one-to-one attention 

from sales staff. Take along a selec-

HI-FT CHOICE 



Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi·Fi 
11le legendery HI-FI Choice Directory Is ._*"pier to UN then­

before, but contains d the lnfomudlon you need to select and buy 

the perfect hl.fl sptem. 

Step One: Discover which products fall within your budget by using our Price 

Guide (starts on page 120). This listing is updated monthly and includes all hi-fi 

products currently available in the UK. lt is organised by product type, then by 

price band, and is sorted alphabetically. Products whose names are printed in red 

are those that we have reviewed. Which leads us to ... 

Step Two: Read about the hi-fi equipment that we have reviewed in the Directory 

(starts on page 128). Here you will learn which items have been singled out for 

our famous Best Buy and Recommended awards that mark out products of excep­

tional quality and value. The Directory is sorted by product type and listed alpha­

betically, and the beginning of each section provides essential information about 

each kind of hi-fi component. 

Step Three: Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory (starts on page 

147) to book a demonstration of the products you are interested in. 

tion of your own CDs (or records!), chosen more for familiarity than 

for being stunning recordings. 

Does the dealer make you welcome and relaxed? Successful hi-fi 

buying depends on taking your time to find equipment that suits you, 

with no pressure along the way. A truly helpful dealer will let you try 

out equipment at home on a no-obligation basis, which is really the 

only way to find out whether you like it. (A pukka purveyor will always 

offer to install equipment for you if you are at all unsure about how 

this should be done.) 

Spot the differences 

it's a commonly-held misconception that all hi-fi sounds the same: 

packaged audio systems may sound similar, but every piece of real hi­

fi - and every system - has its own little sonic quirks and differ­

ences. In hi-fi as in life, one man's meat is another's poison, which is 

why that free home trial is so important. After all, it would be a sad 

and sorry person who chose his or her marital partner off the shelf on 

the basis of an half-hour demonstration ... A hi-fi can sound dramati­

cally different at home than it did in the dealer's showroom. 

Don't forget that good-quality rigid supports for speakers and elec­

tronic components are vital links in the hi-fi chain, as are decent-qual­

ity cables. If you get bitten by the hi-fi bug, you'll soon find that these 

are just a few of the fascinating aspects to one of the world's most 

engrossing pursuits. Just remember: whatever your level of interest 

and expense, a good separates hi-fi system is likely to be the most 

rewarding investment you'll ever make. Happy listening! 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

If you see a Best Buy (red) or Recommended (blue) flag at the 
beginning of an entry in our Directory or reviewed products, the item 
concerned is particularly deserving of your attention. 

� This signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of 

c.:j the best quality and superb value for money in their price category. 

� Recommended products offer excellent quality and value, though 

q not at the superlative level of a Best Buy. 

Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 

always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

Using Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hi-fi. 
Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer, 

magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A, 

Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This is unlikely 
to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our policy at Hi-Fi 
Choice is that one must consider the hi-fi system as a complete 
entity, not a collection of components. While a superb sys­

tem might well contain Best Buy and Recommended com­
ponents, one cannot lump together Best Buys and 
Recommendations in the hope that they will automatically perform 
superbly. These ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing 
components worth trying, but only by hearing them for yourself can 

you draw meaningful conclusions about what suits your taste. 
Furthermore, don't panic if the dealer offers you a equipment 

that we have not tested. At the end of the day, what matters 

most is that your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and 
it is the dealer's challenge to ensure your satisfaction by 
any means - and components - necessary! 

The hi·fi system as investment 
One of the great things about buying "separates" hi-fi is that you can 

build on your investment as fast as funds allow. Your CD player, ampli­

fier and speakers can be improved item by item - you only need to 

unplug a few wires to effect a miraculous change. To see the upgrading 

process in action turn to page 34, where we show how a good basic 

hi-fi system can be substantially enhanced , component by component. 
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;·, PRICE GUIDE 

Integrated Amps 

Aiwa XA-003 
Alchemist Axiom 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 
Cambridge Audio AI 
Denon PMA-250 Ill 
Denon PMA-350 11 
Denon PMA-480R 
Grundig V11 
Harman-Kardon HK610 

NC AX-V6BK 
JVC AX-A472BK 
Kenwood KA-1 060 
Kenwood KA-2060R 
Kenwwd KA-3020SE 
Kenwood KA-3060R 
Luxman A-312 
LUlUflan A-331 
Magnum IA120 
Marantz PM-34 
Marantz PM-44 Mkllse 
Marantz PM-43 
Marantz PM-53 
NAD 302 
NAD 312 
NAD 304 
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140 
249 
240 
100 
160 
230 
230 
160 
200 
200 
230 
250 
140 
170 
200 
230 
200 
250 
249 
150 
200 
200 
250 
189 
200 
249 
200 
200 
130 
150 
200 
230 
229 
250 

lOO 
170 
150 
200 
250 

200 
250 
!70 
200 

230 
230 
239 

299 
399 
330 
350 
500 
495 
329 
500 
350 
330 

CR Developments Kalypso 499 
Credo IMP702 499 
Creek 4240 279 
Creek 4240SE 350 
Oenon PMA-450SE 280 
Denon PMA-715 300 
Denon AVC-1530 480 
EMF Audio Sequel 349 
Harman-Kardon HK620 280 
Harman-Kardon HK1200 300 
Harman-Kardon HK1400 400 
Hannan-Kardon HK640 450 
Inca Tech Oberon 450 
NC AX-A662BK 330 
Kenwood KA-4060R 280 
Kenwood KA-V3700 300 
Kenwwd KA-5050R 350 
Lecson 380X 255 
Lecson Stereo 383X 295 
lecson Quattra 420 
lfO Integrated Zero 499 
Luxman A-353R 350 
Luxman A-373 400 

agnum IA170 270 
.agnum Quartet 329 

Marantz PM-63 300 
Marantz PM-700AV 450 

issron Gyrus Ill 500 
Moth 30 Integrated 320 

usrcal Fidelrty ElO 300 
NAD 306 349 
On� OA30 300 

nix OA21S 430 
()nrx0A31 480 
nkyo A803 26() 

Onkyo A-911 350 
Onkyo AB 50 370 
Orelle SA-100 449 
Pioneer A-400X 300 
Pioneer A-503R 300 
Pioneer A-602 350 
Pioneer VSA-701S 500 
Pro-ject Model 7 259 
Rega Elex 398 
Rlltel RA970BX 300 

Sony TAF542E 300 

Sony TAF-A3ES 400 

Sony TA-AV570B 400 

Techn�s SU-A700 Mkll 280 
Technrcs SU-ABOO Mk2 350 
Technics SU-ABOOO 400 
Technics SU-A900 Mk2 450 
Technics SU-A9000 500 
Yamaha AX-590 299 

Alchemist Kraken Anniv 549 
Alchemist Nemesis 650 
AMC CVT3030 529 
Audiolab BOOOS 650 

Credo IMP703 538 
DPA RenaiSsance 595 
Exposure XX Super 699 
Gamma Acoustrcs Gemini 699 
Harman-Kardon HK660 650 
Heybrook Integra 555 
Kenwood KA-V7700 600 
Lecson Quattra Plus 655 
LFD lnt Zero (Phi 679 
lion Majik-1 (line) 524 
lino Majik-l (Phonol 593 
Lynwood Opal 685 
Magnum Class A 599 
Meridian 551 695 
Micromoga Tempo 1 700 
Monno MJ 695 
Musical Frdehty El 00 599 
Myryad Mll20 530 
Nairn NAIT 549 
Nakamichi IA2 600 
Pioneer VSA-0802S 600 
Quad 77 650 
Rose Scion 545 
Sheame Phase 2 649 
Stemfoort Audio SF60 549 
Toac A-BX7R 700 
Triangle TE60SE 650 

899 
999 
799 

hrmera X-80 800 
CR Developments Romulus 998 
Electrocompaniet ECl-2 990 
Exposure XV Super 799 

arman-Kardon HK680 1,000 
LFD lot. Zero LE 799 
Micromega Tempo 2 900 
Minstrel Uttra linear 900 
Monrio MC-ZOOS 895 
Nairn NAIT R 724 
Rega Elicit 730 
Sonic link DM30 725 
Stemfoort Audio Sfl 00 849 

- ------------------------ -

Teat A-BXID 
Thule IAIOO 
Woodsrde ISA230 DISC 
Woodside ISA230 Line 
Y8A lntegre line 

Ar�n Elektra Export Mk 
Anon Talos Line Mk 11 
Anon Talos Phono Mk 11 
Arion Tycho lnt Mk 11 
Art Audio Integra 
A.udio Innovations Classic 25 
Audio Innovations SSOO 
Audro Innovations S700 
Audro Note Oto SE 
Chimera X-1 00 
Cooland CSA-14  

Copland CTA-401 
EAR 859 
EAR 834 
Electrocompaniet EC1-2SF 
LFD Integrated 1 
Moracus INTRARE 
Minstrel Partndge 
Monrio MC-205 
Musrcal fidelrty A!OOO 
Sonic Fronbers SFC-1 
Triangle Nemo Allion 02 
Tube Tech Unisis Sline 
Tube Tech Unisis 
Unison Research Simply Two 
Unison Research Simply four P 
Unison Research Simply four T 
YBA lntegre 

Adyton OPERA 
Electrocompaniet ECl-1 
Electrocompaniet EC 1-1 SF 
Gamma Acoustics Rhythm 
Mclntosh MA6800 
Meracus ONESTA 
Tube Tech Synergy 1 
Unison Research Pertormance One 

Preamps 

nalogue Saturn 
alogue Saturn MC 

Art Audio Minuet 
Audio Innovations Pl 
udio Innovations ll 

Audio Innovations T2 
Audiolink P400 
Credo PMP003 
Credo HMP003 
Credo MMP002 

Creek OBM-8 
Creek OBM-9 
Creek P42 
Crimson CS610C 
DPA DSP200S 
EAR 834P 
EAR 834L 
Grant COIO 
Harman-Kardon AP2500 
Inca Tech Oberon Pre 
LFD Linestage LSO 
Lumley Reference PP70 
Lumley Reference PP40 
Lumley Reference PP! 
Michell lso 
Moth 30 Passrve 
Moth 30 RIM 
Moth 30 Active 
Moth 30 RIM 1 OOVA 
Moth 30 Active lOOVA 
NAD Monitor 1000 
NAO Moni!Dr lOOOS 
Nairn NAC92 
On� OA24 
QED Vector One 
QED Vector Reference 
iQuad 34 
Rose RV-23 
Rotel RC970BX Mkll 
Rotel RC9808X 
Rotel RC990BX 
Sentec PP9 RIM MM 
Technics SU-C!OOO 
horens TTP2000 

999 

949 
899 

899 
999 

1,399 
1.450 
1,650 
1,999 
1,499 
1,099 
1 , 199 
1,!99 
1,500 
1,200 
!,099 
1,699 
1,595 
1.599 
1,440 
1,099 
1,095 
1,499 
1,500 
1,399 
1.795 
1,550 
1,399 
1,39� 
1 , 148 
1,495 
1,545 
1.199 

2,595 
2,188 
2,460 
2.499 
3.735 
2,595 
3,999 
4,500 

380 
289 
379 
479 
499 

75 
75 

499 
369 
369 
425 
467 
385 
388 

439 
99 

1 1 0  
279 
450 
495 
399 
449 
482 
499 
350 
499 
325 
325 
325 
412 
149 
199 
249 
299 
349 
229 
349 
435 
400 
199 
299 
414 
450 
!75 
350 
500 
500 
350 
500 
495 

1,995 
870 
750 

1 , 150 

Anon Eros Phono Mk 11 1,350 

Art Audio Headline 600 
Art Audio VPL 741 
Art Audio Conductor Phono 750 
Art Audio VPl 952 
Art Audio Conductor 1 , 100 
Art Audio Conductor Export 2,000 
Audio Innovations L2 749 
Audio Innovations P2MM 749 
Audio Innovations P2MC 949 
Audio Research PH-3 1,550 
Audio Research LS-3 1,845 
udiolab 8000C 520 

Audiolab 8000PPA 850 
udiolab 8000Q 1.000 

Aura CA200 700 
AVI S2000MP 849 
AVI SZOOOMP+ P 1.049 
Bryston .4 641 

Bryston BP! 673 
Bryston BP4 802 
Bryston BP5 889 
ryston BP20 1 , 126 

Chimera X-l50C 800 
Classe Audio Audio 30 1,320 
Classe Audio Audio 4L 1,697 
Classe Audio Audio 4 1.735 
Concordant Exhilerant 900 
Concordant ExQuisite 1,950 
Conrad-Johnson PV!OAL 995 
Conrad-Johnson PV-lOA 1.250 
Copland CSA-303 1,155 
Copland CTA-301Mkll 1,349 
Counterpoint SA-IOOOE l,l95 
Counterpoint Solid BE l. l95 
Counterpoint SA-2000E !.695 
Credo CMP004 799 
Credo CMP005 1 , 1 1 9  
Dawn Audio Prelude +50 951 
DNM 3 Start 950 
DNM 3A Start 1,500 
Dynavector l200 1 , 195 
Dynavector P l 00 1,495 
Dynavector Ll 00 1,995 
ECA VistaS 760 
ECA Vista HO 880 
ECA Prisma 880 
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 580 
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 SF 749 
Electrocompaniet EC-4 Line 1,420 
Electrocompaniet EC-4 SF Line 1.790 
Electrocompaniet EC-3MC 1,953 
Exposure XiX 799 

sure XVII 849 
Exposure XIV 1,400 
fullers Pre 1 599 
fullers Pre l + 649 
Gamma Acoustics Era Std 999 
Graaf WFB Two 1,000 
Grant GIOOP 764 
Heybrook SIG CA 649 
Heybrook SIG CAP 829 
KAL Magician 550 
KAL Harlequin 750 
LFD MC! Phonostage 949 
LFD LSl Linestage 999 

D PPS 999 
tfD Phooostage MC2 1,499 
tfO Linestage LS2 1,599 
lfD Linestage LS2P 1.750 
LFD Linestage LSB 1,999 
linn Kairn Pro 998 
lion Kairn Preamp 1,398 
Lumley Reference LVI 1,000 
Lumley Reference PV 1 1,500 
Marantz AV-500 699 
Marantz SC-22 900 
Marantz PH-22 1,000 
Mclntosh C712 1,479 
Meracus INGREDI 925 
Meridian 501 625 
Meridian 562 685 
Meridian 50 I V 785 
Meridian 562V 895 
M�hell Argo 715  
Michell lso HR 879 
Mi<:hell Argo HR 1,339 
Michi RHC-10 795 
Michi RHQ-10 995 
Michi RHA-10 995 
Micromega Tempo P 1,250 
Monno ADN 595 
Monno PWR!L 950 
Musrcal Frdelrty E200 599 
Musical fidelrty f22 999 
Naim NAC92R 579 
Nairn NAC72 670 
Nairn NAC82 1,997 
PS Audio 6.1 799 
PS Audio 6.2 899 
PS Audio Phono Link 899 
Quad 66 897 
Roksan ROK-L2.5 995 
Ros RV-23S 525 

HI-FI CHOICE 



Sei1 ec PP9 RIAA MC 
Sentec SC9 
Sheame Phase 6 Pre 
Sheame Phase 1 Pre Rei 
Sooic Frontiers SFP-1 
Sooic Frontiers SFl-1 
Sooic Frontiers SFP-1 Sig 
Sonic Frontiers Sfl-1 Sig 
Technics SU-C2000 
Tesserac TAADA 
Tesserac TAlA 

sserac TAHA 
Thnrens TRP3000 

rens TRP3000 
Thule PR200 
Tube Tech Seer line 
Tube Tech Seer Phono 
Tube Tech Prophet 
Unison Research Mystery One 
Unison Research Phono One 
Woodside SC27 line 
Woodside SC27 MM 
Woodside SC27 MC 

odside SC25 line 
iJodside SC26 Phono 

XTC PRE-1 
IBA 3 Pre 
BA 2 Pre 

Adyton TEMPER 
Adyton MODUS 
Alchemist Alchemist Control 
ATC SCA2 
Audio Research lS-3b 
Audio Research PH-2 
Audio Research lS-2 11 
Audio Research SP9 Ill 
Audio Research lS-2b 11 
Audio Research lS-5 11 
CAT Sll Sig line 
CAT Sll Sig phono 
Classe Audio Audio 5l ll 
Classe Audio Audio 5 11 
Classe Audio Audio 6l ll 
Classe Audio Audio 6 11 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12l 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12 
Conrad-John son Premier 10 
Conrad-Johnson Evolution 20 SP EO 
Counterpoint SA-3000E 
Counterpoint SA-5000E 
Counterpoint SA-9 
DNM 38 Twin E 
ONM 38 Primus E 
ONM 38 Sl> E 

ll02MC 
EAR G88 
ElectfOC<Impaniet EC-3MC SF 
Gamma Acoustics Era Rei 

Jadis DEFY-P60 
adisJPl 
adis JPP-200 
adis JP-30MC 
adis JP-S2 

KAl Empress 
Krell KSl-2 

eil KRC-2 
ell KRCs 

lFO Disc Preamp 
Mark levinson 38 
Mark levinson 38S 
Matisse Fantasy 
Matisse Reference 
Mclntosh C38 
Mclntosh C22 
Mclntosh C39 
Mclntosh C40 
Meracus PRETARE 
Meridian 601 
Nairn NAC52 
Roi<san ROK-ll.5 
Sonic Frontiers SFl-2 
Tesserac TAP-A 

! Pre 

Power Amps 

600 
800 
895 

1,399 
1,095 
1,395 
1,495 
1,795 

700 
1,500 
1,500 
1,800 
1,500 
1,500 

699 
575 
649 

1,199 
1,750 
1.995 

705 
881 
999 

1,420 
1,931 

800 
1,250 
1,699 

2,495 
2,895 
4,995 
2,499 
2,250 
2,895 
2,997 
3,290 
3,398 
5,690 
5,500 
6,000 
2,395 
2,657 
3,469 
3,817 
2,250 
2,750 
3,900 
6,700 
2,195 
3,995 
3,995 
3,050 
3,630 
4.780 
2,599 
6,999 
2,270 
3,999 
3,774 
4,720 
4,998 
5,978 
7,900 
3,660 
3,331 
4,190 
6,949 
4,499 
3,995 
6,495 
2,300 
3,500 
2,095 
2,099 
3,129 
3,239 
2.195 
2.750 
5.006 
2,250 
3,795 
5,300 
3,750 

o R 9/0BX Mkll 
ollll RB980BX 

Technics SE-AlOOO 

A�hemist Forsetti Pwr 
Arion EOS Export Mk 11 
Arion Triton Mk 11 
Arion Tycho Pwr Mk 11 
rtAudio Quintet 

Art Audio Concerto 
udio Innovations Ser 800 

Audio Innovations First Audio 
Audio Innovations Ser 1000 
ud1olab 8000P 

d10lab 8000M 
udiolink PR401 

Aura PA200 
AV! S2000MA 
AV! S2000MM 
Bryston 28-lP 
Bryston 38-NRB 
Bryston THX3B 
Bryston 48-NR8 
Bryston 78-NRB 
Bryston THX4B 
Bryston THX78 
Chimera X-150P 
Classe Audio Audio 70 
Copland CTA-501 
Copland CTA-504 
Counterpoint Solid I EM 
Counterpoint SAIOOE 
Counterpoint Solid 1 E 
Counterpoint NPS-1 OOE 
Credo PMP154 
Credo PMP303 
Crimson CS630C 
Dawn Audio Cmd 2 by 200 

NM PAl 
PA 200S 
CA lecternS 

ECA lectern HO 
sure XVIII Super 

Exposure XVIII (pr) 
ullers AlO 

Grant G50A 
Grant GlOOAMS 
Harman-Kardon PA2200 
Harman-Kardon PA2400 
Heybrook SIG MNEX 
Heybrook SIG (SPX 
lFO PAl Powerstage 
lFO Powerstage PA2 
lfD Powerstage PA2M 
Unn LKIOO 
linn Klout 
lumley Reference ST 40 
umley Reference ST70 

lynwood Ruby 
Magnum Mfl25 
Magnum MF300 
Magnum MA500 
Marantz MA-22 
Mclntosh MC/ 100 

eracus CIERE 

Monrio HP! 
olll 30 Stereo/60 

Molll 30 Mono/1 00 
USICOI fidelily EJOO 

Musical Fidelily FX 
Musical Fidelily Fl5 
AD Monitor 208 

Nairn NAP140 
Nairn NAP180 
Nairn NAP135 
Nairn NAP250 
Onix OA601 
Onix OA801 

·��;�: .... � ... ,.---� �_,..--� 'a ;;;,.\;.."!f.J� 
Papworth TVA50 
PS Audio 100 Delta 

HI-FJ CHOICE 

380 uad 606 
499 Roksan ROK-Sl.5 
299 Rose RP-190 (Dual Mode) 
449 tel R8990BX 
400 
279 
450 
400 
400 
499 
250 
239 
459 
416 
400 
364 

225 
450 
400 

1,250 Adyton CORDIS 1.6 
1,299 Alchemist A�hemisl Stereo 
1,399 Alchemist Alchemist Mono 
1,850 Art Audio Tempo 
1,393 Art Audio Maestro 
1.669 Audio lnnovalions Ser lOOOSE 

999 Audio Innovations Second Audio 
1,749 udio Research VT60 
1.799 Audio Research D-200 

700 Audio Research V35 
750 Audio Research V70 
583 Audio Research D-300 

1,200 Audio Research VT130 
849 Audio Research D-40011 

1,249 Audio Research VTI50 
750 Audio Research Vl40 

1,159 Bryston 88-NRB 
1,262 Bryston THX8B 
1.756 Classe Audio Audio I 0 
1.815 Classe Audio Audio 15 
1,858 Classe Audio Audio 25 
1,917 Classe Audio Audio M-700 
1,200 Classe Audio Audio M-1000 
1,399 Conrad-Johnson Premier !lA 
1,599 Conrad-Johnson Premier 12 
1,999 pland CTA-505 

995 Counterpoint Solid 2E 
1,495 Counterpoint NPS-200E 
1,495 Counlerpoint SA4 
1,995 Counterpoint Nat Progress 
1,699 Counterpoint NPS-400E 
1,699 Counterpoint NPM-E 

800 Credo PMP102 
890 Credo PMP252 

1.750 DNM PA2BE 
750 DNM PA2BS 
880 DNM PA2BS-I 

1,480' Oynaveclor HX75 
849 Oynavector HXI.2 

1,599 509Mk 11 
1.200 EAR 519 
1.128 EAR 549 
1,528 Electrocompaniet AWlOODMB 

700 Electrocompaniet AWJOODMB-SF 
1,000 Electrocompaniet AW250DMB 

698 Electrocompaniet AW250DMB-Sf 
922 Electrocompaniel AWI80M8 
999 Electrocompaniet AWI80MB-SF 

1,599 Exposure IV 
1,999 Exposure XVI 

549 Gamma Acoustics Space Ref 
1,895 Graal5050 
1,250 Grant G350A 
1.950 Gran! G200AMS 

985 adiS JA-30 
515 Jadis JA-80 
595 Jadis DEFY-7 

1,295 Jadis JA-200 
1,600 KAL Emperor 
1,259 ell KSA-50s 
1,095 Krell KSA-IOOs 

625 Krell KSA-200s 
1,150 Krell KSA-300s 
1,989 lumley Reference M 120 

995 Marantz MA-24 
1,650 Mark levinson 29 
1,250 Mark Levin son 331 

895 Mark levinson 27.5 
1,995 Mark levinson 332 

549 Mark levinson 23.5 
879 Mark levinson 333 
699 Matisse Ref Monoblocks 

1,099 Mclntosh MC/I 08 
1,899 Mclntosh MC7150 

999 Mclntosh MC7 104 
699 Mclntosh MCI50 
987 Mclntosh MC/300 

1,529 Mclntosh MC/106 
1,529 Mclntosh MC275 

699 Mclntosh MC300 
849 Mclntosh MC2600 

1.425 Mclntosh MC500 
1.499 Meracus TENTARE 

718 Meracus CANT ARE 
1.495 usical Fidelily Fl8 

550 Papworth M lOO 
750 Papworth M200 

1,000 PS Audio 200 Delta 
619 Aud� 200b Della 
879 Audio 250 Delta 

1.695 Roksan ROK-M1.5 
1,100 Sheame Phase I Pwr Rei 

550 Sonic Fronliers SFS-80 
2,000 Sonic Frontiers SFS-160 
2,000 Tesserac TAMP-60 
1,798 
1.099 

949 
1,224 

1.323 
2,000 
1,199 

3,495 
3,995 
8,995 
2,499 
3,524 
2,499 
3,299 
2,645 
3,248 
3,355 
4,480 
4,800 
5,994 
6,600 
7,200 
8,960 
2,195 
2,400 
2,299 
3,399 
4,639 
7,690 
9,968 
3,500 
7,000 
2,099 
2,495 
2,995 
3,575 
4,125 
4,395 
8,995 
2,181 
2,509 
4,250 
5,250 
5,650 
2,195 
3,995 
3,499 
4,699 
6,999 
2,080 
2,280 
3,983 
4,195 
4,673 
4,900 
2.199 
4,000 
3,999 
2,200 
3,455 
3,760 
2,880 
4,956 
5,290 
7,759 
4,375 
3,690 
5,843 
7,987 
9,500 
3,200 
2.400 
3,450 
4,495 
5,399 
6,495 
7,399 
8,495 
7,800 
2,249 
2,295 
2,729 
2,855 
3,195 
3,425 
3,595 
3,765 
5,395 
6.265 
2.245 
8,995 
3,999 
2,645 
3,825 
2,279 
2,490 
2,980 
4.500 
2,199 
2,895 
5.495 
7,350 
2.599 
2.995 
2.150 
4.250 

KA-V3700 
KM-XIOOO 
KA-V/700 

MA500THX 
MM-500 
PM-711AV 
SR-73 

902 
AV316 
AV216THX 
906 
208THX 

A-$610 
A-SV810PRO 

RB956AX 
TA-AV590 
TA-AV5708 

SA-GX470l 
DSP-A590 
DSP-A780 
DSP-A970 
DSP-A2070 

480 
800 
499 
230 
300 
400 
600 
250 
400 
450 
600 
200 
450 
470 
500 

1,000 
600 
900 
400 
399 
400 
400 
349 
599 
799 

1,099 

AV/13 
917 
AV/16 

TX-SV414PRO 
TX-SV525PRO 
TX-SV727PRO 
TX-SV919THX 

VSX-804RDS 
ST-AD548 
STR-0615 
SMD611B 

SA-GX390l 
SA-GX470l 
SA-GX690l 

RX-V390RDS 
RX-V590RDS 

480 
550 
600 
400 
600 
900 

2,000 
399 
280 
300 
330 
300 
350 
450 
299 
449 

125 
200 
100 
100 
130 
!50 
200 
300 
129 
199 
129 
189 
130 

80 
140 

'200 
200 
100 
130 
150 
180 

90 
170 
150 
298 

1,595 
......... 

4,500 ....... 
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Monitor Audio CC200 
Monitor Audio CC900 
Mordaunt-Short CS-I Dialogue 
NAD 808CC 
Polk CS200 
Polk CS250 
Polk CS350 
TDL Nucleus CCS 

Surround Speakers 

Aiwa SX-R220 
B&W SCM8 
Boston Acoustics VRS 
Boston Acoustics 575X 
Canon V-lOO 
Celesbon Impact 25 
Jamo Surround Rear 
Jamo Surround 50 
Jamo Surround I 00 
Jamo Surround 200 
Mordaunt-Short CS-I Decormatch 
Polk M3 11 
Polk MS 
Polk LS fix Surround 

200 
400 

60 
170 
170 
250 
450 
!50 

50 
550 
429 
450 
210 

99 
60 
70 
90 

170 
!50 
220 
300 
449 

AV Speaker Packages 

Aiwa TS-WS 
Aiwa TS-W7 
B&W Solid System 
B&W THX System 
Boston Acoustics THX System 
Canon S-KT2 
Canon S-KTI 
Celesbon CS2 
Celesbon Style Series 
Dali Surround Sound Sys 
Harrnan-Kardon HT-I System 
Jamo SPSO 
Jamo System 4000S 
Jamo Art 
Jamo System 4000 
Jamo THX System 
JBL Control! 
JBL Control 4 
JBL SAT2 
JBL Control 25 
JBL Music/Movies One 
JBL/ REL System 
JBL Music/Movies Two 
JBL HT-I System 
JBL Synthesis Three 
JBL Synthesis Two 
JBL Synthesis One 
JPW Gold Monitors 
JPW MM Package 
JPW Gold Monitor 
J PW Package I 
JPW Package 2 
JPW AV2 
JPW AVI 
JPW Package 3 
JPW AV4 
JPW AV3 
Kenwood THX System 
linn Tukan 
linn Keilidh 

!50 
200 
685 

4,395 
2,500 

250 
300 
149 
699 

1,240 
2,500 

140 
240 
250 
300 

2,500 
119 
249 
299 
599 
650 
995 

1,100 
2,500 

15,000 
22.500 
32,000 

80 
199 
280 
300 
300 
300 
300 
400 
400 
400 

2,800 
449 
649 

Mordaunt-Short CS-I 
Mordaunt--:lhort CS-I Stereo Plus 
Mordaunt-Short CS-I System Pack 
Mordaunt-Short CS-I Decormatch 
Pillnoor S-V201 
Pioneer S-V401 
Polk M Solution 
Polk RM3000 II/M3/CS200 
Polk SRT 
REL REVJBL System 
Sony SA-VAI 
Sony SA-VA3 
Sony SA-V55 
TDL Home Theatre Pk I 
Whartedale Movies 4 
Whartedale Movies 7 
Whartedale Movies 9 

Subwoofers 

B&W Solid Powerbass 
B&W AS6 
B&W PCS8 
B&W 800ASW 
B&W 800ASW 
B&W 800ASW 
Boston Acoustics VRSOO 
Boston Acoustics SWIO 
Boston Acoustics 595X 
Canon S-B20 
Jamo SW400e 
jamo SW300SYS 
Jamo SW505e 
Jamo SWSOO SYS 
Jamo SW600e 
JBL PS60 
JPW Satellrtes 
JPW Subwoofer 
NC SX-SCIVBK 
KEF Model 30B 
Kenwood CM-SES 
Kenwood RS-05 
Kenwood CM-7ES 
Kenwood OMNI-7 
Kenwood SWSOO 
Kenwood SW-500 
Kenwood

.
SW900 

Kenwood SW-900 
linn Sekrit 
Meridian Sub I 
Monitor Audio MAJDO/G 
Mordaunt-Short SW-I 
Polk PSWIOO 
Polk PSWIOO 
REL Strata 
REL Storm 
REL Stadium 11 
REL Stentor 
REL Studio 
TDL SBR 
Whartedale Modus Sub-Bass 

Main LR speakers 

B&W Solid Verticale 
Boston Acoustics HDS Video 
Boston Acoustics lynfield VR20 
Boston Acoustics lynfield VR30 

115 
260 
400 
465 
250 
700 
999 

1,088 
9,500 
1,000 

599 
799 
800 
500 
349 
459 
489 

300 
500 
750 

1,495 
1,500 
1,500 

4DO 
450 
455 
200 
330 
350 
400 
450 
530 
399 

80 
130 

60 
500 

80 
80 

100 
180 
250 
250 
260 
260 
298 

1,500 
280 
!50 
499 
500 
SOD 
700 

1,000 
1,495 
2,995 

200 
180 

400 
160 
350 
600 

Boston Acoustics lynfield VR40 
Canon S-25 
Celestion Impact 20 
Celestion Impact 25 
Celestion Impact 30 
Celesbon CS6T 
Celestion CS8T 
Celestion Impact 35 
Celestion Impact 40 
Jamo SAT80 
Jamo SATI60 
Jamo SAT20011 
Jamo SAT30011 
Jamo SATSOO 
Jamo 307A 
Jamo 507A 
Jamo 707A 
JBL MRV308 
JBL MRV310 
JPW Mini Monitor 
JPW Satellite ISh Id) 
NC SP-VSO 
NC SP-X220BK 
JVC SP-X550BK 
JVC SP-V70 
NC SP-V90 
JVC SP-X990BK 
JVC SX-911WD 
JVC SX-500 
linn AV5140 
Meridian M2500 
Monitor Audio Monitor 14 Gold 11 
Monrtor Audio Studio 2 
Monitor Audio Studio 30 
Mordaunt-Short HT30 
Mordaunt-Short HTSO 
Polk RT8 

lk RHO 
lk RTI2 

Polk RTI6 
TOL RTL2 
Triangle SAT Ill 

Sub/Sat Systems 

B&W Solid Verticale 
Bose 100 
Bose VSIOO 
Bose AM4 
Bose AM7 
Boston Acoustics SubSat 6 11 
Boston Acoustics SubSat 7 
Jamo SWSOOSYS 
NC SX-SW I OVBK 
Pioneer S-W33/ C-VZOI 
Polk RM3000 11 
Polk RMSOOO 11 
Polk RM7000 
Polk RM7000 
Polk RMSOOO 11 M3 

1,000 
149 
279 
399 
429 
449 
499 
529 
629 
100 
IlD 
130 
140 
170 
300 
700 
900 
399 
499 

40 
50 
80 

100 
130 
!50 
170 
230 
660 
700 

1,495 
1,695 

500 
600 

1,000 
!50 
275 
380 
480 
580 
680 
300 
650 

400 
!59 
250 
599 
829 
450 
550 
350 
300 
250 
699 
899 
999 
999 

1,019 

Centre & Rear Packages 

JBL SAT! 
NC SP-XSO 
Kenwood CRS-15 
Mordaunt-Short CS-I Triple 
Pioneer S-CR22 

100 
90 

130 
ZDO 
100 

Whartedale Valdus HT! 

B&W Solid HCMZ 
B&W Solid Monitor 
B&W Solid HCM I 
Canon S-VIS 
Canon S-30 
Canon S-35 
Canon S-70 
Celestion MP! 
Celesbon Impact 15 
JPW Minim 
Meridian M60C 
Meridian OSPSOOO 
Polk RT3 
Polk RTS 
Polk RT7 
TOLNFM 

B&W Matrix HTM 
B&W FCM8 

LR,S 

LR,C 

Cable Talk Improved 2/Tl 
Cable Talk Studio 2 
Cable Talk Professional 2 
Cable Talk Broadcast 2 
Cable Talk Reference 2 
Chord Chrysalis 
Chord Cobra 
Chord Siren 
Chord Chameleon 
Chord Solid 
DPA Slink 
DP� White Slink 
DPA Black Slink 
�os 104 
lxos ID3 

lxos 102 
lxos 101 
Kimber Cable Orchid 
Kronos Konnekt 3 
Kronos Konnekt 2 
Kronos Konnekt I 
Nordost Magic I 
Nordost Black Knight 
Nordost Blue Angel 
Nordost Blue Heaven 
Nordost Red Dawn 
QED PZ Gold 
QED lncon PZ Screened 
QED lncon PI Screened 
Sonic link Pink 
Sonic link Red 
Sonic link Derwent 
Sonic link Violet 
Some Lm• Blue 
Sonic link Black 
Trichord Pulsewire 
van den Hul The Storm 
van den Hul The First 

Digital Interconnects 

Arian DACI 
Arion DAC2 
Audioquest Video Z 

Aud•oquast Digital PRO 
Cable Talk Digital 2 

hord Codac 
Chord Prodac 
DPA Dig•-link 
lxos 105 

imber Cable PSB D'hnk 
imber Cable KC-I D'link 

'1mber Cable KC-AG D'link 
Kimber Cable 0-60 
Kimber Cable llluminati DVSO 

onsrer Datalmk 100 
.ath leylina Datalink 

Nordost Moonglo Digital 
EO D1g1flex 

130 
200 
249 

99 
180 
250 
700 
149 
199 

80 
995 

1,500 
190 
250 
300 
100 

75 
125 
199 
25 
35 
50 
65 
85 

130 
180 

30 
32 
65 
68 
99 
47 
75 

220 
20 
40 
60 

100 
1,183 

49 
99 

199 
30 
50 
80 

120 
250 

20 
23 
26 
35 
45 
50 
85 

115 
165 
150 

25 
210 

Concord NC E 
OM30 Super 
MCIO Super 
530,P 

TE-15 
VE-15 
T-E 
Vl5-DJ 
TL-E 
XV15-350C 

i Tl-2E 
XVI5-625E 
XVIS-150-DJ 

i Tl-2-S 
i XV15-757S 
i XVI5-625DJ 

XVI5-1800S 
TL3S 
XEV-300IE 
Xll-3500 
Tl-4-S 

Super Bias 
E�s 
ME7DB 
M92E 
SC35C 
M44C 
ME95ED 
M55E 
MI04E 
ME97HE 
MllOHE 

500El 
500Al ll 
680Al/X 
68DEL/X 
890Al/X 
Oyster 
Black Pearl 
Pearl 
Blue Point 

30 
40 
50 
60 
63 
73 
13 
19 
24 
70 
90 

!DD 
17 
17 
25 
50 
65 
85 

100 
!OD 

27 
37 
47 
82 
54 
98 
10 
16 
17 
21 
25 
32 
32 
37 
40 
55 
55 
60 
60 
60 
80 
85 
85 
20 
25 
25 
28 
35 
40 
45 
50 
50 
55 
60 
60 
70 
80 
95 

100 
!DO 

34 
34 
52 
74 
18 
22 
28 
33 
38 
42 
44 
60 
74 
34 
34 
50 
56 
82 
3D 
50 
70 

100 

HI-Fl CHOICE 



Hul MC-10 799 
Audto Note lo IIV 1,395 den Hul MC-One 999 
Audio Note lo Ltd V 2,950 den Hul MC-One/Ht 1,149 
Audto Techmca AT-OC5 146 don Hul MC -Two 1,349 
Audio Technica AT-OC9 245 den Hul Grasshopper IIISLN 2,200 
Audio Technica AT-OC30 619 den Hul Grasshopper IIICMN 2,750 
Audio Techmca ART-1 944 den Hul Grasshopper IllS LA 2,999 
Audioquest MC5 250 den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLN 2,999 
\ud10quest 404L 599 den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA 2,999 
Audioquest 404iMH 899 den Hul Grasshopper IIICHN 3,400 
AUdioquest 7000NSX 1,495 den Hul Grasshopper IVGLA 3,450 
Benz-Micro The Glider 600 
l!enz-Micro H200 700 
Benz-Micro M090 700 
Benz-Micro L040 700 
l!enz-Micro Wood Ref 1,100 
l!enz-Micro Ruby Ref 1,400 
Oenon OL304 200 
ONM Reson Mica 150 
ONM Reson Aciore 199 
DNM Reson Reca 225 
ONM Reson Etile 299 
ONM Reson Lexe 899 
Oynavector SOX 159 
Dyn"'eclor lOX 189 
Oynavector 23RS 375 
Oynavector 17D2 450 
llynavectnr XX-1L 998 
llynavector XX-1 998 
Oynavector TE-KAITORA 1,698 
Goldrmg 1042 105 Denon ORW-580 
Goldnng Elite 200 Dual CC8000 RS 
Grado Signature Junior 149 Goodmans Delta 700W 
Grado Signature 8MZ 250 Goodmans GSW650 
Grado Signature MCZ 375 Grundig CCF3 

Grado Signature TLZ 650 GrundigCCF3 
Grado Signature XTZ 975 NC TD-Wl06BK 
Kisekt Blue GS 499 JVC TO-W218BK 
Kiseki PHS 899 JVC TD-X372BK 
Koetsu Red T 1,550 JVC TO-R472BK 200 
Koetsu Red K Sig 1,998 JVC TO-W318BK 200 
Koetsu Urushi 2,297 Kenwood KX-W4070 170 
Koetsu Signature 3.218 Kenwood KX-3060 170 
Ltnn K9 109 Kenwood KX-W6070 200 
Linn K18�1 197 luxman K-322 200 
Linn Klyde 449 Marant1 SD-53 200 
linn Ariliv 998 NAD 602 199 
London Oec�a Maroon 199 Pioneer CT-S330 170 
London Oecca Gold 139 Pioneer CT-W503R 200 
London Oecca Maroon Dp 259 PIOneer CT-S430S 200 
London Oecca Gold Opd 299 Sherwood OS 1150 80 
London Oecca S Gold 339 Sherwood DS1010C 100 
London Decca S Gold Dp 399 Sherwood OD 1030C 100 
London Oecca Jubilee 999 Sherwood DS301DC 120 
lyra Lydian 699 Sony TC-FX211B 100 
lyra ClaviS Da Capo 1,069 Sony TC-K215B 130 
lyra Parnassus 2,295 Sony TC-K311B � 130 
Milllek Aurora 299 Sony TC-W445B 150 
Mil�ek Olympia 399 Sony 1C-K461S 180 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer 11 175 Sony TC-K41 5B 180 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer Ill 350 Sony TC-WR545B 200 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer IV 550 Teac V395CHX 100 
Ortolon MC3 Turbo 110 Teac V-610 129 
Ortofon MC15 Super 11 110 Teac R-560 180 
Ortnfon 540/P 110 Teac W-760R 180 
Ortofon MC25E 160 Technics RS-TR373 200 
Ortofon MC25FL 210 Technics RS-BX501 200 
Ortofon MClO Supreme 250 Yamaha KX-380 169 
Ortofon MC20 Supreme 350 Yamaha KX-W282 199 
Ortofon MC30 Supreme 450 Yamaha KX-480 199 
Ortofon MC100011 650 
Ortofon MC300011 950 
Ortolon MC5000 1.500 Aiwa AO-F850 230 
Ortofon MC7500 2,000 iwa AD-S950 300 
Pickering TL-3003 145 cam Delta I 00 899 
Pickering XLZ-4500 150 Oenon DRS-640 210 
Plckenng TL-4004 175 Oenon DRW-760 260 
Plckenng XSV-5000U 200 Denon DRM-740 270 
Pickering XU-7500 200 enon ORS-810 310 
Plckenng TLZ-7500-S 200 arman-Kardon T0420 280 
Roksan Corus Black 130 Hannan-Kardon T0450 350 
Roksan Shiraz 975 Hannan-Kardon T04 70 450 
Shure V15V-MR 265 VC TD-V562BK 220 
Sumiko BPS 250 JVC TO-W718BK 250 
Transfiguration AF-1 Mk 11 1,595 VC TO-V662BK 270 
Transfiguration Supreme 1,995 enwood KX-5060S 235 
van den Hul MM I 250 Kenwood KX-W8070S 280 
van den Hul MM-2 299 Kcnwood KX-7060S 329 
van den Hul DDT-11 699 luxman K-373 400 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

Marantz SD-535 250 
Marantz SD-63 270 
Marantz CP-230 400 
Marantz SD-635 400 
Marantz DC-1010 450 
Marantz CP-430 500 
NAD 613 230 
NAD 614 270 
NAD 616 320 

akamtcht OR3 450 
akan'cht OR? 700 

Nakamichi Dragon 2,350 
Onkyo TA-RW313 250 
Onkyo KR-609 350 
Onkyo TA250 350 
Onkyo K-W606 3}0 

nkyo K-611 430 
Pioneer CT-W603RS 230 
Pioneer CT-W803RS 300 
l'loneer CT-S630S 300 
Ploneer CT-M601R 380 
Pioneer CT-S830S 500 
Pioneer CT-95 1.000 
Sony TC-WR645S 250 
Sony TC-K511S 250 
ony TC-K611S 300 

Teac V-1030 250 
Teac W-6000R 450 
Teac V-8030S 650 
Technics RS-TR474 220 
Technics RS · BX60 I 250 
Technics RS-TR575 280 
Techntes RS-BX/01 300 
Technics RS-BX/47 350 
Technics RS-TR979 400 
Yamaha KX-W482 249 
Yamaha KX-580 249 

599 

Cambndge Audio CD4 
Cambridge Audio C0200 Mk 11 !50 
Cambridge Audio C0200 !50 
Oenon OC0-315 !50 

enon OC0-825 200 
enon DC0-625 200 

Denon OCD-825 240 
Dual C01135RC 140 
Dual CD1150RC 150 

ual C01000RS 170 
Dual C01!80RC 180 

Eclipse CDl01a 
Eclipse CD420 
Goodmans Delta 700 
Goodmans GCD360R 
Grundig COli 
Hannan-Kardon HD710 
JVC XL-V184BK 
VC XL-V284BK 

JVC XL-Fl16BK 
JVC XL-F216BK 
VC XL-V574BK 

Kenwood OP-2060 
Kenwood OP-R4070 

enwood OP-3060 
Kenwood DP-M5570 
Kenwood DP-5060 
Luxman 0-322 
Marantz C0-53 
Marantz CC-45 
AD 501 
AD 502 

NAO 512 
Onkyo OX-71 0 
Onkyo OX-703 
Phi lips CO 163 
Philips C0711 
Philips C0721 
Philips C0740 
Pioneer P0-77 
Pioneer P0-103 
Pioneer PD-203 
Pioneer PO-S504 
Pioneer PO-M603 
Rorel RC0-930AX 
Rote! RC0-940BX 
Sanyo CPM2403 
Sherwood C03020R 
Sherwood COC5030R 
Sony COP-M302 
Sony CDP-312 
Sony CDP-561E 
Sony CDP-C325M 
Sony CDP-C345 
Sony CDP-761E 
Teac CD-PllOO 
Teac CD-P3200 
Teac CO-P3450 
Teac CD-3 
Teac PO-D2200 
Technics SL-PG370 
Technics SL-PG470AK 
Technics SL-PG570AK 
Technics SL-PS670AK 
Techmcs 1278 
Yamaha CDX-480 
Yamaha COC-555 
Yamaha COX-580 
Yamaha CDC-655 

Aiwa OX-GlOOM 
MCC06 
ream Alpha One 
ream Alpha 5 Plus 
udio lnnovanons Alto 

80 
100 
110 
120 
170 
250 
120 
140 
180 
200 
250 
160 
200 
200 
250 
250 
200 
200 
250 
189 
239 
250 
200 
240 
100 
120 
130 
170 
100 
140 
160 
200 
250 
200 
250 
200 
130 
200 
130 
!50 
200 
230 
230 
250 
140 
150 
179 
250 
250 
130 
150 
170 
200 
250 
169 
199 
229 
249 

500 
349 
300 
470 
399 

u 10 Innovations Alto Chr 
Aura CD100 
Creek CD42 

enon DCD-1015 
Grundig CDC14 
Harman-Kardon HD7325 
Harman-Kardon FL8450 
Harman-Kardon HD730 
arman-Kardon H07 425 
arman-Kardon H07525 
VC XL -Z67 4BK 
VC XL-M408BK 
enwood OP-7060 
arantz C0-63Mkll 

Marantz CD-1010 
Marantz CD-1020 

a kamicht MB4s 
Nakamichi MB3s 
Onkyo OX-7210 
Onkyo OX-Clll 
Onkyo OX-7510 
Onkyo OX· 750 
Orelle C0-100 
Pioneer PO-S/03 
Pioneer PO-M703 
Pioneer PO-S904 
Pioneer PD-DM802 

ioneer PO-S901 
Pioneer PD-TM3 
otel RCD-965BX 

Rote! RC0-970BX 
orel RCD-965BX 0 

Rote! RC0-965BX LEO 
ony COP-XA2ES 

Teac C0-5 
amaha CDX-880 

Arcam Alpha 6 
ream Delta 250 
ream Delta 270 

DPA Renaissance 
Hannan-Kardon H0/625 
annan-Kardon HD7725 

JVC XL-MC100 
Kenwood DP-12070 

eridian 563 
Meridian 506 
�eridian 200 
Micromega Stage I 
Micromega Stage 2 
Micromega Stage 3 
Musical Fidelity E600 
Nairn CD3 
Nakamichi MB2s 
akamtehiMB!s 

OniX C033 
Pioneer PO-FlOO 

JUNE 1996 

449 
400 
500 
300 
300 
299 
300 
300 
349 
400 
300 
300 
380 
270 
300 
334 
350 
300 
370 
400 
300 
500 
260 
290 
350 
350 
500 
300 
300 
400 
450 
499 
500 
300 
375 
375 
425 
400 
350 
339 

600 
750 
800 
895 
550 
800 
800 
600 
798 
550 
600 
750 
875 
895 
550 
700 
900 
599 
949 
700 
900 
999 
600 � 
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ua 
Sony COP-CXIOO 
Teat VROS-7 
Teac VROS-10 
Teat VRDS -lOSE 
Technics Sl-P2000 
Thocens TCD2000 
Thule CDIOO 

AVI S2000MC Ref 
AVI S2000MC 
Copland CDA-288 
Jadis JS-1 
Krell CD-DSP Mk 11 
Krell CD DSPII 5000 
Krell KPS20i 
l.uxman D500XS 
Merantz CD-10 
Marantz CD-16 
Marantz CD-15 
Merantz CD-23 
Mclntosh MCD7008 
Mclntosh MCD7009 
Meracus AURIGA 
Meracus FLAGRARE 
Meracus AMAGO 
Meracus IMAGIO 
Meridian 606 
Meridian 508 
Miclo-Seiki CD-M2DC 
Miclo-Seiki CDM2000X 
Mission Disc/Oacmaster 

MusiCal fidelity FCD 
Nairn C02 
Naim COS 
Pioneer PD-95 
Roksan ATI-DP3P 
Teat VRDS-20 
YBA 2 

Transports 

ATD Drive I 
Audio Alchemy DOS Ill 
Audiolab 80DOCDM 
Audiomeca Damnation 
Audiomeca Damnation SE 
Audiome<:a Kreatura 
Audiomeca Kreatura SE 
Audlomeca Mephisto 
AVI S2000MCII 
Counterpoint DA-11 E 
DPA Enlightenment 
Jadis JCDT 
Krell KSP20i� 
Krell MD-20 
Krell MD-10 
Krell KPS 2DT 
Krell DT-10 
lino Kank 
Meridian 500 
Meridian 602 
Micromega Dnve I 
Micromega Dnve 2 
Mis�on Oiscmaster 

875 
800 
599 
770 
850 

1,000 
900 
849 

1.249 
1,300 
1,799 
8,068 
5,000 
5,000 
9,990 
4.500 
1,200 
1.400 
3,000 
4,000 
2,195 
2,635 
1,295 
2,495 
3,995 
4,495 
1.350 
1,475 
3,695 
4,689 
1.900 
1,499 
1,997 
3,642 
2,500 
1,495 
1,299 
2,999 

Pink Triangle Cardinal 795 
PS Audro lambda 2,250 
Roksan ATI-DP3 1,295 
Teac VROS-TI 550 
Teac P-700 900 
Teac MS 4,000 
lhcla Data Basic 11 2.298 
Theta Data Ill NTSC 5,345 
Theta Data Ill NTSC!PAL 5,879 
Wadia 8 3.195 
Wadia 20 4,370 
XTC COT-I LE 1,250 

DACs 

Arcam Black Box 50 480 
Arcam Black Box 500 750 
Audio Alchemy DAC-in-a-Box 230 
Cambndge Audio DACMagic I !50 
Counterpoint DA-JOE 1.895 
Unn Numerik 1.075 
Mrssron Oacmaster 750 
Pink Triangle Ordinal 837 
Pink Triangle DaCapo 1.536 
PS Audio UllraUnk 2 HDCD 2,650 
PS Audio Rei link 4.550 
QED Digit Reference 299 
Teac 0-TI 500 
Trichord Pulsar Series One 1.395 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 

JVC XM-DJBK 
Mendian COR 
Pflilips DCCJ34 
Pflilips DCC730 
Pflilips DCCJ70 
Pflilips DCC951 
Pioneer 0-05 
Pioneer D-07 
Pioneer PDR-05 
Sharp MD-M 11 E 
Sony MDA-JA3ES 
Sony MBS501 

900 
4,500 

!50 
250 
250 
280 
800 

3,499 Sony DTCBOES 

1,150 
1,300 

450 
799 
800 
800 

700 feac R-9 
1,300 

950 
1,100 
1,299 
1.450 
2.100 

999 
1.495 

635 
8,000 
1,100 
4,999 
7,990 
8,490 
9,090 
1.497 
1.095 
1.750 Aiwa HP-A360 

700 Aiwa HP-X30 I 
1,000 Aiwa HP-VX303 

750 Aiwa HP-X705 

1,200 

AKGK2 23 
AKG K33 25 
Audio Technica ATH-Pl 10 
Audio Technica ATH-S22 11 
Audio Technica ATH-P3 15 
Audio Technica ATH-S44 16 
Audio Technica ATH-PJ/TV 20 
Audio Technica ATH-P5 20 
Audio Technica ATH-M2a 28 
Beyer on 1J Alpha 15 
Beyer on lJ Beta 20 
Beyer on 11 Gamma 25 
Beyer DT2IJ 33 
NC HA-22 6 
JVC HA-CD88 18 
NC HA-0525 20 
JVC HA-F65 20 
JVC HA-0626 25 
JVC HA-0610 25 
Kenwood KH-535 15 
Kenwood KH-757 20 
Kenwood KH-1000 20 
Kenwood KH-959 25 
Kenwood KH-2020 40 
Maxell EB-125 4 
Maxell HP-I 00 4 
Maxell HP-200 5 
Maxell EB-225 8 
Maxell HBS-150 8 
Maxell HP-400 8 
Maxell EBS-325 9 
Maxell EB -425 10 
Maxell HP-700 10 
Maxell HP-500 13 
Maxell HP-1000 15 
Maxell HP-2000 20 
Maxell HP-3000 30 
Pioneer SE-5 16 
Pioneer SE-IS 20 
Pioneer SE-32 23 
Pioneer SE-52 25 
Pioneer SE-15V 30 
Pioneer SE-3300 35 
Pioneer SE-4000 37 
Ross RE-233 5 
Ross RIH-150 6 
Ross RE-235 6 
Ross RE-234 6 
Ross RE-229 6 
Ross RE-2030 6 
Ross RMH-300 7 
Ross RE-280 7 
Ross RE-246 7 
Ross RE-223 7 
Ross RMH-500CO 9 
Ross RIH-360CO 9 
Ross RE-2060CD 9 
Ross RMH-3101V 10 
Ross RIH-550 10 
Ross RIH-460CD 12 
Ross ROH-200CD 13 
Ross ROH-1 OOCD 15 
Ross RDH-300CO 17 
Ross ROH-400CD 22 
Sennheiser HD26 10 
Sennheiser H036 13 
Sennheiser HD56 15 
Sennheiser Vegas 28 
Sennheiser Manhattan 28 
Sennheiser HD601V 38 
Sennheiser HD445 11 40 
Sony MOR-E505 8 
Sony MDR-E515EX 8 
Sony MOR-007 Mk 11 8 
Sony MOR-009 10 
Sony MDR-W07l 11 
Sony MDR-A009 12 
Sony MOR-E515V 12 
Sony MDR-V50 13 
Sony MOR-E525 15 
Sony MOR-24 15 
Sony MOR-25 16 
Sony MOR-WI2l 16 
Sony MOR-0081V 17 
Sony MDR-E535 18 
Sony MDR-44 18 
Sony MDR-0091V 19 
Sony MDR-35 20 
Sony MDR-CD30 20 
Sony MDR-E747MP 20 
Sony MOR-CD50 20 
Sony MDR-5747 20 
Sony MDR-PITV 22 
Sony MDR-A22l 22 
Sony MDR-C0250EX 28 
Technics RP-HT77 30 
Technics RP-HT300 40 
Vivanco 5R60 3 
Vivanco SRI2 3 
Vivanco SR52 5 
Vivanco SR54 7 
Vivanco SR 14 7 
Vivanco SR 16 8 
ivanco SRJ20 15 

Vivanco SR250 19 
Vivanco SRI 50 20 
Vivanco SR200 25 
Vivanco SR300 30 
Vivanco SR606 40 

AKG K44 42 
AKG Kl35 46 
AKG KI41 74 
AKG K240 Momlor 82 
AKG K2221R 100 
AKG 11270 112 
AKG K280 Parabolic 117 
AKG K400 118 
AKG K270 Studio 121 
AKG K500 138 
AKG K3331R !50 
AKG K4441R 180 
AKG K340 191 
AKG KIOOO 646 
Audio Technica ATH-M4A 42 
Audio Technica ATH-M7A 78 
Audio Technica ATH911 90 
Audio Technica ATH910PRO 90 
Audio Technica ATH9000 273 
Beyer 01311 49 Celestion little I 
Beyer 0!331 59 Celeslion I 
Beyer 0!411 69 Celestion Impact 10 
Beyer OT431 89 csc 
Beyer 0!511 99 -M2 
Beyer 01531 129 SCM2 
Beyer I RS 7 90 129 
Beyer 0!770 Pro 139 
Beyer onoo 139 
Beyer OT801 159 
Beyer OT990 Pro 163 Goodmans Active 75 
Beyer 0!811 179 Goodmans MJOO 
Beyer I RS890 199 Goodmans Hnoo 
Beyer 0!901 199 lnteraudio XLJOOO 
Beyer Of911 219 Jamo Sludio 80 
Jecklin Float Model! 75 amo Cornel 20.4 
Jecklin float Model 2 99 Jamo Sludio 110 
Jeckli n Float ELS 399 Jamo Sat 160 
NC HA-0727 43 Jamo OilS 
NC HA-0710 55 amo Cornet 30.4 
JVC HA-0910 65 )amo Artina 
JVC HA-01000 250 Jamo Sat 200 11 
JVC HA-F25 699 Bl Conlrot One 
Kenwood KH-5000 70 JPW Minim SGl SHO 
Nakamichi SP7 70 JPW Satellite SGL SHD 
Pioneer SE-5000 48 JPW Satellite 
Pioneer SE-7000 60 JPWMinim 
Sennheiser HD414 Class 50 JPW Minim Pair Solid 
Sennhelser H0455 50 PW Sonata Vinyl 
Sennheiser HD465 65 P'll Sonata 
Sennheiser 15360/UK 70 JPW Subwooler 
Sennheiser HD475 75 NC SX-SC I VBK 
Sennheiser H025 5P 85 JVC SP-V50 
Sennheiser HD535 100 JVC SP-X220TBK 
Sennherser HD545 Rei 120 JVC SP-X550BK 
Sennheiser H0565 Ovat'n 140 KEf Coda 7 
Sennheiser HD265 linear 140 Mission 73S 
Sennheiser 15450 150 isslon 73ll 
Sennheiser HD25 160 Mordaunt-Short CS-I Dialogue 
Sennheiser 15550 180 ordaunt-Short MS05i 
Sennheiser HO 580 P'cision 200 -Short CS I Stereo 
Sennheiser IS850 860 S-3030 
Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 998 
Sennhe1ser Orpheus 9,652 
Sony MDR-CD450 45 
Sony MOR-IF210 50 
Sony MOR-CD550 60 Realistic Minimus Pro-77 
Sony MOR-033 70 Revolver Berena 
Sony MOR-IF2JOK 80 Sony SS-E300 
Sony MOR-055 90 Sony SS-V77 
Sony MDR-CD750 90 Sony SS-E500 
Sony MOR-077 120 Sony SS-J90AV 
Sony MOR-610k 190 Sony SS85E 
Sony MDR-CDJOOO 200 Sony SSJ25E 
Stax SR34 169 Dl Near Field Monitor 
Stax SR Gamma 239 fOUJFM 
Stax SR84 259 Teac LS-X8 
Stax SR lambda 349 SB-CS55 
Stax Gamma Pro 399 SB-CS/5 
Stax lambda Pro 449 Wharledale Centre Cube 
Slax lambda Sig 549 Wharledale Valdus 100 
Stax Omega 1,695 Wharledale Diamond 6R 
Technics RP-HT400 50 Whartedale Valdus 200 
Technics RP-HT600 60 Wharledale Modus Micro 
Technics RP-HT700 70 Wharledale Modus Centre 
Technics RP-FJO 100 Yamaha NS-C80 
Technics RP-F30 180 Yamaha NS-E80 
Vivanco IR5700 50 
Vivanco IR5000 50 
Vivanco SR850 50 Acoustic Energy AE I 00 
Vivanco IR6000 70 Advent Baby 2 
Vivanco 5R909 70 Allison All05 
Vivanco IR6500 90 AMC WM75 
Vivanco SRI 000 I Fl 110 B&W CWM5 
Vrvanco IR7 100 120 B&W DM601 
Vrvanco IR7600 140 B&W Solid Monitor 
Vivanco SR2001fl 140 Bose Xl2000 

99 
100 
120 
125 
130 
130 
115 
110 
130 

99 
99 

129 
129 

80 
80 

100 
80 
89 

119 
65 
80 

100 
100 

70 
90 

100 
110 
110 
110 
120 
130 
115 

50 
50 
80 
80 
89 

100 
120 
130 

60 
80 

100 
130 
129 
100 
130 
60 

100 
115 
120 

30 
30 
56 
60 

100 
100 

50 
50 
80 

100 
100 
120 
100 
100 

80 
80 

100 
49 
79 
99 

109 
109 
119 

99 
120 

200 
149 
170 
160 
150 
199 
200 
160 
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Bose XLJOOO 180 lnteraudio Xl3000 160 
Bose 101 M'ble Monitor 190 •lnteraudio XL4000 200 
Boston Acoustrcs H05 139 �amo Studio 140 140 
Boston Acoustics 325 139 �amo Sat 300 11 140 
Boston Acoustics CR6 149 amo Cornet 40.4 140 
Boston Acoustics Runabout 169 !amo Dl35 160 
Boston Acoustics 350 179 �amo Studio 180 170 
Boston Acoustics 335 179 Jamo Sat 500 170 
Boston Acoustics Satellites 179 �amo Converta 180 
Boston Acoustics CR7 199 Jamo Converta Light 200 
Canon S-25 150 �amo 0165 200 
Canon S-30 180 Jamo Comet 60.4 200 
Canon S-820 200 JBL TLXlll 140 
Celestion CS135 139 JBl TLX121 170 
Celestion 3 MKII 139 PW Pl Vinyl 150 

elestion MP! 149 PW Pl 170 
Celestion CS2 149 PW AP2 200 
Celestion CS4 169 �F Coda 8 189 
Celestion Centre 2 189 F 60S 199 
Celestion 5 Mkll 189 nwood lS-200G 200 
Celestion Impact 15 199 ssion 73C 150 
Cerwin Vega HED165 200 issron 732 200 

on SC-E313 160 Monitor Audio MA301 200 
Denon SC-E313 160 Monitor Audio Monitor 1 Gold 200 
Gale Model 2 150 ordaunl-Short MS10r 140 
Gale Mode1 4 200 Mordaunt-Short CS-1 Decorrnatch 150 
Geneua GX650 140 Mordaunt-Short HT30 150 
GlLMezzo 169 ordaunt-Short SW! 150 
Gll lmagio IClOO 170 Mordaunt-Short CS-1 Triple 200 
Gll Magnum 199 Mordaunt-Short MS20i 200 
Goodmans HTl70 150 NAD 800 149 
Grundig BXl 160 hllips legend FB72011 200 

arman Kardcn LS0200 149 oneer CS-5030 170 
Harman-Kardcn lS0300 199 lk RT3 190 

139 QLN QuBiclll 200 
199 ega Kyle 198 
150 evolver Colt 139 
150 Revolver Purdey Mk 11 199 
200 ogers lSl 149 
140 oyd The Herald 198 

PRICE GUIDE 

annoy 631 149 
Tannoy 632 189 
TDL NFM2 180 
TDL SBR 200 
Technics SB-CS95 150 
Technics SB-M20 200 
Visonik David 5001 132 
Visonik Sub 4 154 
Vrsomk Davrd 6001 163 
Whartedale Modus Mini 139 
Whartedale Valdus 300 149 

hartedale Modus One 159 
artedale Modus Sub-bass 179 

Whartedale Modus Three 199 
Whartedale Valdus 400 199 
Yamaha NS-Cl10 149 
ZVP AI 199 

Advent Graduate 219 
Advent Prodigy 299 

llison MS200 220 
llison AlllO 220 

Allison Alll5 280 
Allison CD6 300 
AMC WM!OO 210 

0 Beovox CX50 300 
W CWM6i 240 

B&W Solid HCMl 249 
&W DM602 280 

300 
300 
220 
250 

Bose 151 Environmental 270 
se 161 Freestyle 275 
se 201 Ser Ill 290 

Bose C'puter RoomMate 300 
Bose Video RoomMate 300 
Bose Roomate 11 300 
Boston Acoustics 360 Ser 11 209 
Boston Acoustics CR8 239 
Boston Acoustics 380 249 
,Boston Acoustics CR9 279 
Boston Acoustics Voyager 299 
Canon V-100 210 
Canon S-35 250 
Castle ISIS 229 
Castle Durham 900 300 
Celestion 7 Mkll 239 

elesllon 9 269 
Celestion Impact 20 279 
Celestion 11 299 
Celestion Impact 23 300 
Cerwin Vega VS8 250 
Cerwin Vega VS8 250 
Cerwin Vega HED265 300 
Cerwin Vega SAT-6 300 
Dali 1028 260 
Gll lmagio ICllO 300 
Heybrook HBl 269 
Infinity SM85 250 
Infinity In! IV Sat 300 
Jamo Classic 4 250 
amo Art 250 

Jamo D2650 300 
Jamo 307A 300 
Bl TLXSO 250 

JBl TLX60 300 
f'WAP3 230 
VC SP-X990BK 230 
C SX-SW!O 300 

KEF 010 229 
KEF Coda 9 299 
KEF 70S 299 
Kenwood LS-300G 300 
Keswick Audio Palermo 259 
Linn Sekrit On Passive 298 
!inn Sekrrt In Passive 298 
Micromega Minium MS! 300 

1ssion 733 300 
300 

Monitor Audio Monitor 7 Gold 11 245 
Monitor Audio MA100G 280 
Monitor Atldio Sub /W/200/92 300 
,omtor Audio MA201 300 
'.ordaunt-Short MS30r 275 
.Mordaunt-Short HT50 275 

daunt-Short MS25i 300 
802 249 

289 
230 
250 
270 
280 
220 
250 
300 
300 
250 
298 
249 
259 
298 

250 Polk LS fix Surround 449 
300 Prof Monitor Co TB! 481 
300 QLN OuBic 222 375 
228 Rega ELA Mk 11 498 
259 Rogers LS55 429 
299 Rogers AB! 499 
250 Rogers Studio 3 499 
219 Roksan Roksan 1 495 
275 Royd The Squire 349 
295 Royd Doublet 449 

Ruark Swordsman Plus 11 329 
Ruarl< Icon 359 

Advent legacy 2 349 Ruarl< Sabre 11 449 
vent laureate 499 Ruark Templar 499 

Allison CD7 380 SD Acoustrcs SD3R 399 
Allison All20 420 Sony SA-W90 350 
Audro Innovations Alto 329 Sony SSAll 450 
Audio Note AN-KB 499 Sperrdor 2020 399 

VI Neutron 499 Tannoy Subsat3 399 
8&0 Beovox CX!OO 400 annoy 636 419 
B&O Beovox Rl6000 450 annoy 637 499 
8&0 Beovox 4500 475 TOl RTl3 400 
B&W CDM2 400 Ol Sludro 0.5 499 
B&W Solid Verticale 400 Technics SB-M300 350 
B&W AS6 500 echnrcs SB-MSOO 450 
B&W DM603 500 riangle Titus TZe 325 
B&W Signature 7 500 Triangle Comete TZe 475 
Bose 301 VM 380 UKD-Opera Prima 450 
Bose 305 430 Whartedale Modus Seven 339 
Bose A' mass AM3 11 500 Whartedale Modus One-Three 439 
Bose 401 500 
Boston Acoustics SW 10 449 
Boston Acoustics SubSat 6 449 �coustic Energy AEl 764 

astle Yor1< 370 Advent Heritage 579 
500 Allison COB 550 
389 Allison All25 650 
399 Allison All30 800 
429 Audio Note AN-K/SP 699 
429 udio Note AN-J/8 799 
449 B&W CDMl 600 
499 B&W P4 600 
350 B&W PS 800 
395 Bose SE-5 Ser 11 System 760 
370 Bose A'mass AM5ll 760 

Dawn Audio Chorus BS 482 Boston Acoustics SubSat 7 549 
pos ESll 445 sHe Chester 700 
araday SG 345 Castle Hanech 799 
araday Siren 445 Celestion Impact 35 529 
ullers Sultan 399 Celestion lOO 539 
ullers Sultan H.E. 439 Celestion Impact 40 629 

Gll lmagio IC120 420 Cerwin Vega VS 12 550 
Grundig BX3 Mk 11 350 Cerwin Vega DCIO 550 

eybrook Tno 373 Cerwin Vega DC12 650 
eybrook Heylo 389 Cerwin Vega VS15 700 

Heybrook Heystak 499 Clements 600si 595 
Infinity SM105 350 Dawn Audio Chorus FS 698 
lnfinity lnf Micro 11 400 pos ES14 675 
lnfinity SM115 450 araday FSIO 795 
nfinity SSW-10 Sub 500 fullers Pharaoh l 649 

Jamo Classic 6 330 Gll lmagio IC300 530 
Jamo BXlOOA 350 arbeth BBC lS3/5A 699 
Jamo 407A 350 Harbeth Hl-P3£S 799 
Jamo Graphic 380 Heybrook Ouartat 575 
amo Classic 8 400 lnfinity SM125 550 

Jamo D365D 400 nfinity SM155 650 
amo Srlhouette 450 Jamo 507A 700 
amo Atmosphere 450 JBl TLX181 600 

Jamo BX150A 450 Jordan Watts JH200 510 
Jamo BX200A 500 PW Ruby 2 700 
amo 477A 500 JVC SX-911WD 660 

JBl TLX151 350 NC SX-500 700 
JBl TLX70 400 619 
JBL TLX16l 400 650 
JBl TLX17l 500 795 
Jordan Watts JHFlG 420 529 
PW Ruby 1 500 649 

KAL Mini-Rei MKII 395 729 
KEF 030 379 eswick Audto Volante 629 
henwood lS-500G 500 Keswick Audio Torlno 759 
eswick Audio Ana 11 329 inaeum lFX Wood 649 
inn Tukan 449 inn Kelrdh Passive 649 
umley Reference lM4 375 umley Reference lM6 650 
umley Reference lM5 499 Manticore Minaret fl 750 

Manticore Minaret 450 Meridian A500 695 
fission 734 430 Mission 735 600 
ISSIOn 752 500 ission 753 700 

Audio Monitor 9 Gold 11 350 Monrtor Audio Studio 2 600 
Audio MA302 400 Monitor Audio MAG90l 800 
Audro MA202 450 ordaunt-Short MS50i 550 

Monitor Audio MA303 500 Nairn S-NAXO 3-6 699 
Monrtor Audio Monitor 14 Gold 11 500 Nairn S-NAXO 2-4 699 
lonitor Audro MA700 PMC 500 776 
Mordaunt-Short MS40i 450 595 

usical Technology Harrier 400 699 
Origin live Ol-2B 349 649 
Origin live Ol-lAS 399 519 
Origin live Ol-lA 399 729 

ngrn live Ol-2AS 469 600 
ngin live Ol-2A 470 580 
rigrn live Ol-1 499 680 
ntachord A 469 680 

370 800 
380 Proac Tablette 50 599 

� 440 Proac Studio l 00 699 
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QLN 313 
OLN 929 
QLN Class� One 
Rogers LS3/5A 
Rogors StudiO 5 
Roksan Ojan Sub 
Roksan Ojan 3 Black 
RoydThe Sorcerer 
Royd Abbot 
Ruark Talisman 11 
Shahinian Super m 
Spender 2030 
Spendor LS3/5A 
Spendor S20 
Spender SP3/l 
Tannoy 625 
Tannoy 638 
Tannoy 0100 
TOLStudio 1 
UIID-Opera Seconda 
UIID-Opera Operetta 

Acoust� Energy AE2 
Apogee Centaur Minor 
ATC SCM10 
ATC SCM20 
Audio Note AN-liSP 
Audio Note AN-fiB 
Audio Phys� Step 
Audiovector 2X 
Aud1ovector 3X 
8&0 Beolab 4500 
B&O Beolab 6000 
B&W Matrix 805 V 
B&W OM604 
B&W P6 
B&W Solid 800ASW 
Bose A' mass AMI 
Bose 601 MKIII 
Canon S-75 
Castle Howard S2 
Celesbon SL600si 
CelesUon 300 
Celestion lOOSE 
Cerwin Vega DC 15 
Cerwin Vega 1515 
Cholll SysAudio Sig 
Clements Reference 1 
Electrocompaniet The Qube 
Epos ES22 
Fulle" Sphinx 
Fullel1i Pharaoh 2 
Hartleth BBC LS5/12A 
Hartleth Hl Compact 7 
Heybrook Sextet 
Impulse Kora 
Infinity Kappa 6.li 
Infinity Kappa 7 .li 
Jamo 707A 
JBll20 
JBL L40 
JBL L60 
JBL LBO 
JBll90 
JBL L90 
Jordan Watts JH400 
Jordan Watts JH400M 
JPW Ruby 3 
JPW Ruby 4 
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600 
700 
800 
699 
699 
795 
795 
595 
665 
749 
790 
599 
630 
760 
795 
595 
599 
649 
699 
550 
660 

950 
1,345 

995 
1,499 

999 
1,299 
1,299 

850 
1,500 
1,200 
1,450 

995 
1,000 
1,000 
1,500 

830 
880 
899 

1.100 
820 

1.099 
1.435 

850 
1,300 

850 
995 

1.265 
1,185 

839 
1,200 
1,159 
1,329 
1,129 
1,095 

995 
1,195 

900 
850 

1,100 
1,100 
1,300 
1,300 
1,500 

820 
970 

1,000 
1,300 

lW. Trans-double 
KEF Mudel One 
KEF Mudel Two 
Konwood LS-700G 
Koswick Audio Figaro Evolution 
Koswick Audio Milano 
Koswick Audio Alto 
Koswick Audio Amber 
linaeum LSII 
linaeum LFX Corian 
linn Koilidh Akbv 
lmn Kaber Passive 
Lowther fldelio 
Lumlay Reference LM3 
Magnepan SMG-C SE 
Magnapan MG-0.6 SE 
Manticere Mahsse 
Meridian OSP6000 
Momtor Audio Stud1o 6 
Monitor Audio MAG902 
Monitor Aud1o Studio 12 
Monitor Audio MAG903 
Morel704/2 
Naim IBl Passive 
Origin live Ol-3 
Pbilips OSS930S 
Pmk Tri angle Ventncal 
Pioneer S-400 
l'<llk lS70 
Proac Response IS 
Proac Studio 150 
Pro! Monitor Co LBI 
OLN Signature 
QLN Prestige 
OLN Sig Splitlield 
Rega XEL 
Rogers Studio 7 
Roksan Ojan 3 Rosewood 
Roksan Ojan 3X Black 
Roksan Ojan 3X Rosewood 
Royd The Prior 
Ruark Broadsword 11 
Ruerk Paladin 
SO Acoustics SD5 
Sonus-Faber Minuetto 
Sonus-Faber M Amator 
Spendor 2040 
Spender SPZ/3 

pendor SPl/2 
Tannoy 0500 
TOl Studio lm 

hiel SCS 
Thiel 2 
Thiel CS-5 
Totem Model One 
Triangle Antal 
Triangle lJJys 
UIID-Opera Super Pavarotti 
UKO-Opera Callas 11 
UKO-Opera Callas Gold 
UIID-Opera Divina 
andersteen 2Ce 

Acoustic Energy AEl Sig 
Acousti<: Energy AE2 Sig 
AJ6soni.C. l0 
Apogee Ribbon Wall 
Apogee Centaur 
Apogee Centarus Slant 6 

1,500 
1,099 
1,499 
1,200 

899 
999 

1,299 
1,349 

991 
1,399 
1,144 
1,389 
1.465 

895 
990 

1,370 
1,300 

850 
900 

1,000 
1,000 
1,300 
1,000 

905 
975 

1.300 
896 
950 

1,200 
999 

1,399 
998 

1,000 
1,500 
1,500 
1,040 

899 
995 

1,195 
1,395 

978 
899 

1,099 
1,235 

898 
1.498 

899 
930 

1,330 
1.470 

899 
1,379 
1,499 
1,499 

995 
975 

1,399 
875 
895 
995 

1,390 
1,395 

1,995 
2,995 
2,500 
1.750 
2,300 
2,400 

PRICE GUIDE 

ATC SCM20 Tower 
Audio Note AN-f/SP 
Audio Physic Spark 2 

ud10 Physic Tempo 
Audiovector 5 
B&O Beolab 8000 
B&O Beolab Penta 3 
B&W Matrix 804 
B&W Matrix 803s2 
B&W Matrix 802s3 
Bose 901 Vl 
Boston Acoustics lynfield 300l 
Caslle Wmchester 
Celestion Kingston 
Clements Reference 7 
Dawn Audio Symphony 
ECA SERVO A.2 
Epos ES25 
Fulle" Pharaoh 3 
Gamma Acoustics Epoch Five 
Gamma Acoustics Epoch Ref Five 
Genelec 1019A 
Genelec Blamp 1031A 
Hartleth Hl-5ES 

1,999 
1,599 
1.749 
1,999 
2,500 
1,999 
2.500 
1,595 
1,995 
2,795 
1,650 
2,000 
1.650 
2,500 
1,995 
1,995 
2.450 
1,655 
2.499 
1,999 
2,999 
1,572 
2,068 
1,559 

Helius Syrius 11 
Helius Syrius I 
Impulse lali 
Impulse Ta'us 
Bl Ti 1000 

JBL llOO 
JBL TI 2000 
JBL T i  3000 
Jolllan Watts JH 1 + 1 Aspect 
Jolllan Watts JHl + 1 Aspect K 
Jordan Watts Aspect JH 1 + 1 
KAL Warlock 

Ef 104/2 REC 
KEF Model Three 
KEF Model four 
J<enwood LS-lOOOG 

·nn Kaber Aktiv 
er Academy 
r Bel Canto 

DWl1ler Delphic 
Lumley Reference LM2 
Magnepan MG-10 SE 

agnepan MG-1.5 SE 
Magnepan MG-2.7 SE 
Martin-Logan Aerius 
Martin-logan Styles 

end�an DSP5000 
Monijor Audio Studio 20SE 

ordaunt-Short Pertormance 860 
Nairn SBL Active 
Nann SBL PasSive 
Origin Uve Conqueror 

ntachord P'column 
Polk LS90 
Posse� Albatros 
Proac Studio 200 
Proac Response 2S 
Proac Response 2.5 
Prof Momlor Co AB 1 
OLN Relerence 
QLN Ref HDII 
Quad ESL-63 
Rehdeko RK115 
Rehdeko RK125 
Rogers LS5/9 
Rogers Studio 9 
Ruark Crusader 11 
Ruark EqUinox 
Ruark Accolade 
SO AcoustiCs SOlE 
Shah1man Arc 
Shahinian Obelisk 
Sonus-Faber Electa 
Sonus-Faber Amator 
Spender SP7/l 
Spender SP100 
Tannoy Sterling TW 
Tannoy 0700 

2,395 
2,850 
1,595 
2,695 
1,600 
1,800 
2,000 
2,700 
1.730 
2,310 
2.745 
1.600 
1,799 
1,999 
2.999 
1,700 
2,135 
1,805 
2,035 
2,525 
2,500 
1,650 
1.780 
2,650 
2,288 
2.993 
2.995 
2,200 
1,695 
1,692 
1,821 
1,600 
1.649 
1,700 
2,200 
1,850 
2,000 
2.700 
1,598 
2,000 
2,500 
2,860 
1,550 
2.750 
1,531 
1,549 
1,599 
1,849 
2,699 
2,695 
1,675 
2.490 
1.790 
2,992 
1,990 
2,030 
1,750 
2,100 

W Silver Signature 
Boston Acoustics lynfield 500l 
Bravura Brio 
Bravura Acc�erando 
Definitive BP2000 
Electrocompaniet Ellipse 
Ganelec Triamp S30 
Genelec Triamp 1037 A 
Homing Agatllon 
Infinity ARS Epsilon 
Jamo Oriel 
JBL S2600 
JBL Ti 5000 
Jordan Watts JH2K 
Jordan Watts Classic JH2KM 
ordan Watts Classic JH5K 

Jordan Watts Classic JH5KM 
ordan Watts Classic JH 1 OK 

KEF 107/2 REC 
linn Koltik Akhv 
lumley Relerence LMl 
MAG Audio Audio A90 
Magnepan MG-3.5 SE 
Martin-Logan Sequel ll 
Martin-logan CLS llz 
Martin-Logan Quest Z 
Martin-Logan Monolith IIIP 
Monitor Audio Studio 50 
Naim DBl Active 
Proac Response 3.5 
Prof Monitor Co MB 1 P 
Prof Monitor Co BB5P 
OLN Artec 1600 

2.700 
1,449 
2.749 
1,950 
2,850 
2,250 

5.500 
3.490 
3,645 
3.700 
3,998 
4,100 
4,980 
3.499 
4,149 
4,999 
5,699 
3,399 
3,499 
5,599 
9,999 
4,600 
3,795 
5,000 
4.449 
4,750 
5,500 
3,600 
3.760 
3,055 
4,982 
3,570 
9,995 
8,500 
3,500 
3.700 
3,230 
4,250 
4,875 
5,860 
9,340 
3,999 
4,400 
8,500 
3,600 
3,800 
3,399 
4,555 
5,350 
8,730 
4,000 
6,991 
4,250 
4,681 
6,754 
4,500 

HJ-FI CHOICE 



R4 

800 
701 
711 
802 
803 
802P 
703 
803P 
804 
713 
804P 
704 
705 
714 
715 

Furnrture Base 
701 

Add-on 
3 tier 
5 tier 

Acoustics Sound Frame 
Acoustics Mini Table 
Acoustics Sound Table 
Acoustics 2 Tier Amp stand 
Acoustics Reference Table 
Acoustics 3 Tier Amp Stand 
Acoustics 4 Tier Amp Stand 

Acoustics 5 T<er Amp Stand 

6 Teir Amp Stand 

399 
750 
350 
599 

5,937 
14,640 

120 
150 
200 

90 
100 
170 
180 
200 
299 
130 
120 
140 
170 
300 

1,995 
200 
550 
825 

1,250 
150 
300 

1,550 
625 

1,350 
895 
300 
700 
400 
300 
499 
899 
190 
549 
998 

1,599 
350 
420 
160 

190 

160 
85 

130 
170 
200 
350 
500 

60 

70 
55 

180 
100 
349 
397 
175 
199 
249 
299 
129 
120 
150 
145 
185 
209 
249 
275 
379 
435 
198 
198 

260 
460 

70 
90 

150 
136 
230 
235 
388 
160 

Sl-8022 
Sl-1210Mkll 

Sl-1200Mkll 
T0180/AT91 

T0180/S500 
T0280 IV/UK 
10166 VI/UK/BC 
T0166 VI/UK/AT 
T0166 VI/UK/RB 

180 
500 

500 

180 
200 
200 
200 
270 
300 

1,235 
1,860 
1,675 
2,500 
4,250 
4,800 
7,200 
9,250 
4,800 
3,500 
1,200 
3,000 

745 
894 

1,345 

570 
890 

3,800 
539 
765 
907 

1,950 
600 
600 

1,200 
1,200 
2,200 
4,800 

899 
948 

1,797 
2,173 

699 
735 
855 

1,295 
2,750 
3,240 
4,631 

630 
700 
770 
900 
799 

3,940 
6,500 
1,800 
2,800 
3,500 
5,000 
1,550 

Remember that all 

entries printed in RED 
refer to hi·fi products 
that we have reviewed. 

Turn to page 128 

for a full summary 
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T 
re amplifier sits at Ire rear! of Ire system, processing Ire outputs 

from the various music sources as necessary and then driving 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are 

integrated into a single box at the low-to-middle price points; but become 
separated into preamps and power amplifiers, even separate power 

supplies, become increasingly common as one moves upmarl<et. 

Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not necessarily 

related. Some of the finest amplifiers around have outputs as low as 12 
Watts, but team them with high efficiency loudspeakers and you can 

achieve loudness aplenty. 

Power output is equally no indication of sound quality. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

UN£ INPUTS, Amount ci input soc1e1s for non vinyl sources soch 
as CO�. tuners and cassette decks. 

MC PIIONO INPUI �an amp has a vin� phono input for 
moving coil (low otrtputl cartridges. 

POWER OU1l'IJT (W), lab lestOO JXl'M!f oolput �Walls per chanrel. 
RECU/ER, �an amp has a buitt in radll tuner. 

information page. 

BACK ISSUEo The issue of Hi-� Choice in whK:h the original revllw 
appeared. MM PHOHO INPUl �an amp has a vinyl phooo input for moving 

�(normal oulput) cartridges. 
REMOTE CONTROL �amp is cooch potato ready. 
HEADPHONE SOCKEf, �an amp is can lriend�. 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 

FACTSBACK NUMB£R, The Factsback referwce for ordering a fax 
copy of the review. Use the contents page to fin<l the Factsback 

Product Proce(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 
Alchemist Maxim APD30A 299 Vivid and colourful sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy 154 

AMC 3050 220 Low-price NAD-alike amplifier that is polite and modest but rather wooden. Phono better than line. 154 

AMC CVT3030 529 Attempt to mix transistors with valves only shines with simple musical styles. 116 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 240 Detailed improvement on predecessor, but lacks 'air' 1109 149 

Arcam Alpha 6 Plus 350 Very m1d-band oriented sound that was bright, yet lacks detail. Good for smaller speakers. 154 

Arcam Delta 290 500 Combines dry restraint with detail, dynamics and musical colour. 116 

Audio Innovations Alto 329 Desp1te a lack of bass, 1! still sounds open, natural and relaxed 1540 138 

Audio Innovations S700 1,199 Turns the roughest of digital sounds into understated and graceful music. 116 

Audio Note Ongaku 56,000 A single ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world. C91 

Audio Note Oto SE 1,5DO Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power. 126 

Audiolab 8000A 500 The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature sounding amp. 1581 140 

Audiolab 8000S 650 Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab's best yeti 154 

Aura VAIOO 11 330 Big, smooth yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar. 1541 138 

Cambridge Audio AI 100 Dull musically - but at this price, Hobson's choice 1463 139 

Chimera X-80 800 Stonking looks, powerful, but ultimately lacking in dynamics. Tested in Sessions 138 

Copland CSA-14 1,099 Great sound and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables 1416 148 

Creek 4240 279 Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical rethink is more successful via MM than CD. 1127 134 

Creek 4240SE 350 At best, bland and plodding, at worst grainy, shouty and honky. Best on simple rock. 154 

Denon PMA-250 Ill 160 High resolution amp, can loses its grip but is engaging and enjoyable. 121 

Denon PMA-350 11 230 Modifications give this amp a powerful up-front and compelling performance. 1128 134 

Denon PMA-450SE 280 Based on the original '450 and offers a fast, furious and entertaining sound. 1258 142 

Densen Beat 8100 600 Seriously well controlled amp that does everything well. Very slightly shut-in sounding. 154 

DPA Renaissance 595 DPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tastes. 1582 140 

EMF Audio Sequel 349 Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek. 109 

Exposure XX Super 700 Rather transistorised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm. Best played loud. 154 

Gamma Acoustics Gemini 699 Genuine single-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build 1416 148 

Harman-Kardon HK610 200 Lively and friendly sound, but could prove too exciting for the faint hearted 1465 149 

Harman-Kardon HK1400 400 Relaxed, confident sound is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 1011 129 

Harman-Kardon HK640 450 Breezy, nimble sounding amp lacks grip and fortitude - it can sound artificial and insubstantial 1542 138 

John Shearne Phase 2 649 E1ther a natural-sounding superstar or nasal and hard to listen to- make up your own mindl 154 

JVC AX-R58K 200 Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; but let down by superficiality 1466 149 

JVC AX-A472BK 250 Unpredictable performer that is initially impressive but often ends up sounding starchy and tiring. 1259 142 

JVC AX-A662 329 Huge, lldy and ordered soundmg behemoth of an amp Now d1scont1nued so hunt around. 154 

Kenwood KA-3020SE 200 Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding amp via CD 1130 134 

Kenwood KA-3060R 230 Classy engineering, but sound is over-dry, often frustratingly restrained and rather unsophisticated. 1260 142 

Kenwood KA-5050R 350 A listenable but neither particularly communicative nor captivating amplifier. 1012 129 

LFD Integrated Zero 499 Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic 1584 140 

Lino Majik-1 (Phono) 593 The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused. 1013 129 

.Magnum IA170 270 Gives a realistic sense of instruments playing within a very believable acoustic, preserves colour & dynamics well 1260 142 

Magnum Quartet 329 An integrated model that incorporates four monoblocks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble. 121 

4 ! Magnum Class A
· 

599 Lashings of rich and compelling music, but the Class A trades lushness for accuracy. 116 

Marantz PM-44 Mkllse 200 Two generations on from the PM-40SE, this new model gives a disappointingly grey view of music 1131 134 

4 Mission Cyrus Ill 500 The classic Gyrus 11 sounds convmcing, masterful and mus1cal 1585 140 

Musical Fidelity ElO 300 Smooth and high-endish sound that is marred by a lack of dynamics and a touch of grain. 154 

4 Musical Fidelity ElOO 599 Beautifully crafted with a vibrantly colourful, almost dramatic sound. 1586 140 

1 Myryad Ml l29 520 Despite an ultra-modern appearance, the old-fashioned cold, dry transistor sound. 154 

4 Nairn Nail 3 550 Distinctive and highly musical sounding integrated. Perhaps too distinctive for sme tastes. 154 

Onix OA21S 430 CD input sounds dead, but via MM disc, this amplifier has a fresh, vibrant sound. 97 

Onix OA31 480 Eager to please, dynamic and fresh sounding, but it's grip is wafer thin 1587 140 

Onkyo A803 �. This amp sounds lifeless, vague and disinterested in the music at hand. 1261 142 

4 iorelle SA-lOO 449 A mus1cally rewarding am£11fler that grows on you. Trace of coarseness in treble. 154 

4 Pioneer A-303R 200 Fresh and uncomplicated sound bests much of the audiophile competition. 1129 134 

Pioneer A-300X 230 This revamped version of the A300 sounds more confident via CD than MM, yet our panel was unmoved. 116 
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INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
... 
Pioneer A-400X 

Pioneer A-503R 

Pro-ject Model 7 

Quad 77 

Rep Elu 

Rotel RA970BX 

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 

Sony TAF444E 

Technics SU-A600 Mk2 

Technics SU-ASOO Mk2 

Technics SU-A900 Mk2 

1 3oo I 
3oo I 
259 

650 

398 

3oo I 
1,795 1 

• 250 

230 I 
350 

450 

On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling 

Best via MM disc, the dull and claustrophobic sound is otherwise deeply uninspiring 

A minimalist amplifier brimming with good intent, but too quirky for its own good. Either MM or MC. 

Stylish remote driven amp, bright and lively. Tested in Sessions 

Minimalist amplifier sounds forward, hard and unforgiving. 

Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recordings. 

Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average. 

Sheds all frippery for an audiophile approach, but till sounds grubby and stilted. 

An amplifier that's great fun to be with, but a little untidy from time to time 

Long term listening shows this model is a little bit bluff. 

Jeckyl and Hyde amplifier with a dismal-sounding phono stage but transparent CD input. 

l :tr "'#. 't' "'#. "'"'oil> o"'-�'a ��., rseo�c. '"'sv, ,,...� ,,..."'::: ,,...:::: '.t"':,.o....;�soc:::Vr!:f�':::.,�!��.,e�_, 

6 • • • 50 1545 138 

5 • • • 70 1544 138 

5 • 40 1264 142 

4 • • 50 139 

4 • 50 116 

6 • 60 1546 138 

.6 50 126 

5 • • 50 1262 142 

5 • • • 37 1472 149 

5 • • • 55 1133 134 

5 • • • 90 1547 138 

WoodsideiSA230 Disc 899 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound. 3 • 30 116 

� Yamaha AX-490 I 239 Widgets aplenty, but unemotional sound evoked an uncertain response from panel 5 • • • • 85 1473 149 

YBA Integra 1,199 Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 5 • 45 121 

PREAMPLIFIERS 
... 
Alchemist Kraken/Pre 380 I Quirky Class A design with an equally warm and colourful sound. 4 124 

Audio Innovations Ll • 369 Reviewed with S800 Anniversary- Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole 4 1300 145 

Audiolab SOOOC 520 Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering. 5 • • • 97 

Audiolab 80000 1,000 Tested with £750 8000M monoblocks 6 • • 1301 145 

Conrad-Johnson PV-lOA 1,250 I Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build too. Tested in Sessions 4 • 1560 139 

Conrad-Johnson Premier 7 11,000 The 7 is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. ?? C91 

Copland CTA-301Mkll 1,349 Sweet sounding-but never gets bogged down in audio treacle 4 • 1630 151 

DPA DSP200S 495 Dramatic but detailed and transparent sound belies modest power rating (tested with DPA-200S). 6 124 

EAR 802MC 2,599 Tested with £3499 509 Mk 11 -see comments in power amp section 4 • • 63 

ECA Vista 760 Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system (tested with lectern). 5 . 1 302 145 

Exposure XVII 849 Superbly rhythmical; maybe a tad overpowering in the midband. Tested in Sessions with XVIII Super 5 • • 142 

Jadis JP-30MC 15,978 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with JA30). 5 • 60 

Krell KRC-2s 4,190 This is an exquisitely refined and transparent design (tested with KSA-50S in Statements) 6 • 141 

Meridian 501 1 625 1 Tight, positive sound, but dispassionate; intense at high levels. Tested with 555 5 • • 1303 145 

Meridian 562V 895 ' Transparent and capable preamp, also features 6 digital inputs 9 • • • 140 

Moth 30 Passive 149 Modular system gives cracking results. Passive pre/power amp warrant Best Buy (tested with 30/Stereo 60). 4 �09 

Musical Fidelity E200 599 Weighty, luxuriant but hardly scintillating. Tested with MF E300 7 • • 1304 145 

MAD Monitor 1000S 349 Sounds a little restrained. 5 • • • 124 

Quad 34 414 Good filtering and above average tone controls. but lacks detail and dynamics 3 • • 44 

Quad 66 897 Amplifier with classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound (tested with 606). 6 • • 124 

Rose RV-23 450 You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it's hard to criticise at the price. 3 • 77 

Rote! RC970BX Mkll 175 Confident, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkll power amps 5 • 144 

Rote! RC980BX 350 Powerful, expansive but lacks poise, control and detail -disappointing (tested with RB980BXJ. 5 • • • 109 

Thorens TTP2000 I 500 I Minimalist shoebox preamp, rhythmical, warm balance. Tested in Sessions with TTA2000 4 • • 139 

Woodside SC26 Phono I 1,931 Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35). 5 • • 100 

YBA 3 Pre 11,250 See-through, ethereal stereo images, but more convincing towards centre of soundstage (tested with £1199 3 Pwr). 4 • 72 

YBA 2 Pre 1,699 Superbly finished, good space and transparency. Needs transformer for MC cartridges (tested with £2150 2 Pwr). 4 • 56 

YBA 1 Pre 3,750 Tested with £4250 1 Pwr - see power amp section for comments. 5 • 62 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 
t;...., 

:tr "-�'a 't' "-�'a "'"'oil> 0"'-�'o...., ��.,a "'eo�c,. 1"'s11� 
<" '.t"';J: ,,..."'::_ ,,..."':,_o....,�soc,.:;Vr:::f�'�::"'e�!ll"'e�_, 

... 
Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 399 Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheless. 1 60 124 

Art Audio Quintet 1,393 Switchable triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprisingly gutsy. I 15 109 

Audio Innovations SSOO 1300 Reviewed with Ll - Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole I 25 1300 145 

Audiolab SOOOM 750 Strong, controlled sound; confident bass, but colourless. Tested with 80000 1 125 1301 145 

Audio Research VT60 2,645 Ranks as 'must try' American cultural item I 35 1179 136 

Copland CTA-505 2,099 Grown up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air I• 67 1630 151 

DPA 2005 750 Dramatic but crisp, open sound belies power rating (tested with DSP-200S). I 60 124 

EAR 509 Mk 11 3,499 Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with £2599 802). I 100 63 

ECA lectern 880 Tested with Vista -see preamp section for comments. I 50 1302 145 

Exposure XVIII Super 849 Slight dullness and hardness, but great 'boogie factor' I 70 142 

Jadis JA-30 2,880 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange (tested with £5978 JP30). I 30 60 

Krell KSA-50s 3,690 Stretches the performance margins of difficult speakers- state of the art at the price I 50 141 

Meridian 555 625 By providing an open window on the music, this amp is wide open to RF and low leveiiM distortions I 60 1303 145 

Moth 30 Stereo/60 549 Tested with 30 Passive - see comments in preamp section 1 60 109 

Musical Fidelity E300 699 Tested with E200 -see comments in preamp section I 100 1304 145 

Musical Fidelity F18 3,999 Belongs to the rarified group of refined, high resolution amplifiers I 220 1508 133 

NAD Monitor 208 999 Truly a beefy amplifier I 250 124 

Quad 606 718 Amplifier with classic lineage but compromised by an equally dated, soft and undynamic sound (tested with 66). I 140 124 

Rotel RB970BX Mkll 225 Tested with RC970BX Mkll in Sessions (see preamp section) I 60 144 

Rotel RB980BX 450 Sound is expansive but lacks poise, control and fine detail-disappointing (tested with RC980BX). I 120 109 
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POWER AMPLIFIERS (CONTINUED) 
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. .. 
Tllorens nA2000 550 

Woodside STA35 1,323 

YBA 3 Power 1,199 

YIIA 2 Power 2,150 

YIIA 1 Power 4,250 

SIIMIIIDI.: A blislad pair dQlllducDs. 

Tested with TIP2000 (see preamp section) in Sessions I I 35 I 139 

Synergistic with SC26, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More poise than grunt (tested with SC26). I I I 35 I 100 

Tested with £1250 3 Pre- see preamp section for comments. I I 45 72 

Superbly finished, but with slightly softened bass (tested with YBA 2 Preamp). I I 70 56 

Well finished pre/power amp with front rank imaging and transparency (tested with YBA I Preamp). I I a5 I 62 

C 
abies are not accessories, but an integral part of a system. 

Inevitably, some cables are greater than others. The best cable 

for your system will on� be found through trial and error, but by 

combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up 

with sOmething suitable. Generally speaking, budget to spend about ten 

per cent of the total system cost on cables. 

• Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect souroe components 

to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one metre terminated pair. 

• Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and are 

cable. 

tradibonally coaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass. The prices 

shown are for a terminated linear metre. 

• Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices 

are per unterminated metre. Termination (plugs and soldering) cost varies 

with brands. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

c.ll.: ACI!IIIn!lld aJIIducb and a slield 111at canies 1he 
..... ... 

SOIJD CORE, Si�..- mu�ple iooMdual� insulated straoos. 

COPP£R: Malerial used for cooducl!lr. 

SILVER: Malelial used for cooductor. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to f ind tfle Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-8 Choice in wh�h 1he ori�nal 

rnview appeared . 

...., ,._ stnswilh ooil1lllrlerirg 11sWt01 DIGC.IIII..El'II'E: 0 -oplical d�lcable. E -eMlcllical d�l 
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I I 
Audioquest Video Z 50 The very best available , w1th an expressive sound. but generously pnced. • • • . ,. E 108 

,!Udioquest Optilink Z 1100 
--

Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension. 0 108 
Audioquest Digital PRO 90 A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency. • • E 108 
Bandridge Al4900G 40 Lacks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a l1ttle rough and ready • • E 131 
Chord Codac 32 A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration. __ • • • E 108 ---
Chord Prodac 50 Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz • • • E 131 
DPA Opti-link 20 Very similar to Bandridge AL560; sound is lacklustre 0 108 ___. --
DPA Digi-link 28 Can seem slightly Impassive but there's no avo1ding its exceptionally detailed sound. • • • E 108 
lxos 105 25 Extended but soft edged treble that's mercifully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weight, smooth vox • • • E I 131 
Kimber Cable PSB D'link 37 An analogue interconnect inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the digital signal results. • • • E 108 
Kimber Cable KC-1 D'link 52 This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. • • E 108 - � - r--
Kimber Cable Opti-link 59 Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. 0 108 
Kimber Cable KC-AG D'link 95 An asymmetric cable using silver conductors that deviates from the 75ohm standard. Not ideal for digital applications. • • • E 108 �ili!!k Collll!l:_ 30 Slightly grainy highly compatible cable with coherent and forward dynamic quality • • • E 131 --+-------, 
Monster lnterlink LS100 45 Well constructed stepped-index f1bre with polished ends and connectors. Lean, fuzzy, engaging pertormance. 0 108 
�r Datalink 100 45 Price for 0.5m. A colourtul coaxial interconnect with an equally colourtul and up-beat sound. Very camp� • • • E 108 
Moth leyline Datalink 140 A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive. • • • • E I 108 -
QED Digiflex 20 A top pertorance, low-loss 75ohm coax w1th a very open. almost liQuid quality. • • • • E 108 
Siltech HF-6 !50 Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended, but bass is less well resolved - a  treat for high end systems • � �- �� l--1ffi-Soniclink light Brown 75 i--1- ;---30 Hampers life like dynamics, stripping out vigour but will never sound harsh • • 131 - -
Soniclink Green 50 Spacious, positive and engaging if a tad over crisp at times, very compelling however 
van den Hul MV Videolink 75 30 An AV-cum-digital cable that nearly beats QED's Digiflex, but emphasises sibilants. 
an den Hul The First 120 Exceptionally natural albe1t slightly dark or cautiOus compared to some. plenty of subtle 1nformat1on and beautiful mtegrat1on 

,, . .. 
Audio Note AN-D 4.50 Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward. 
Audio Note AN-B 16.50 Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical --
Audio Note AN-l 29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happy to accept its foibles �udio Note AN-SP 125 A calm and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity -�quest F-14 1.95 Ideal for laying under c.arpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 
Audroquest Type 4 4.95 Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable's 'bite'. 
Audioquest Cobalt 2 45 A rather polite and aneamic sound that bubbles gently with detail and is largely uncoloured and cautiously spacious 
Bandridge SF LC1070 

,__
42p__ Basic figure 8 bellwire, lightweight balance and a softness that dilutes even the strongest bass 

Bandridge SF LC1259 
Bandridge Highflex LC2604 
Cable Talk 3 
DNM LSCBSOO 
DPA Black Sixteen 
Heybrook Haywire __ 

lxos 603 
lxos 604 
Mission Quartet i Monster Cable XP 
Nairn NACA 5 

jOrtofon SPKlOO 
Ortofon SPK300 

�is 
Sonrclrnk Grey · 

Soniclink Care Music 
Soniclink Blue Bi-wire 
Tara labs Rectangular SCM 

I 
r -

3.50 
3 

5.95 
180 

4 
2 
5 

7.90 
!50 --
4.96 - -

3 
8 
3 

-rg--
15 
20 
725 - -

T�ns�!:_nt Audio Musichord 11.42 
Transparent Audio Wave 22.84 
van den Hul The Clearwater 6 

Fresh and open, bubbly and naturally colourtul soundstage that's neither forced or unduly edgy. Treble 1s slightly messy 
Substantial 6mm' conductor produces weighty but ploddy music that lacks transparency 
Easy on the ear but far from lazy, should yeild a round. smooth yet colourtul sound in most systems 
High Impedance can influence the treble response. but this was a winner on sound per pound. Br-wire 
Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics simply oodles of taut information 
This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven. 
Big and expansive soundmg cable, full and engagrng wh1le retarnmg a high degree of neutrality 
Midrange is detailed and surprisrngly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better 
Mixed, inoffensive sound, adds gutteral resonance to vocals and could be generally more coherent. Bi-wire. 
XP offers plenty of slightly soft bass and a slightly rounded treble, a relaxed cable whose indiscretions are not bothersome 
Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable', this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Nairn systems. But it works a treat in them 
Grey sounding and strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too 
Tremendously open and atmospheric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too if slightly bright at times 
Excellent dynamics, midrange and transparency, almost equalling some fine and costly designs (tested in Sessions) 
A spaghetti-thin silver plated cable lacks bass impact and treble 'air' -
Lack of conviction and integration through treble and relatively shallow bass but waffle free and open at high frequencies 
Small sounding and bass light with limited subtle detail and a dirtiness to percussion 
Price for terminated 2m pair. Dynamics are exquisite, luxurious smooth sound, brimming with unforced d� 
Sweet, open and refined treble, a bit of breathy exuberance and can sound sligli!IY_Iackadaisical 
Very close to the sound of 'no cable', one of the very best. Slightly softens treble detail ---
Desp1te its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky sounding cable. 
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Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 0181 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 
Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec,€..-lectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, 

. .. the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

... for YOUR ears 

MIT, Siltech, Symo, Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others . 

Contact us by phone, fax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal. 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
roduct • , • .. Pnce(£) Comments ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. "" ,.. 

van den Hul The Magnum 31 Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned. 109 

4 van den Hul The Wind 

van den Hul Revolution 

35 
64 

'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching b� ss ' 109 

Silver plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble 133 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

C 
artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving 

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most 

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and 

very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually 

have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better 

performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equippec with the 

necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage 

is necessary. Phono input-equippec valve designs need a 

transformer to cope with MC cartridges. 

• Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic 

high output MM designs benefit in overall balance from optimised 

amplifier capacitance loading. 

Recommended 

1111, t.bq map! catrqe with a nonnal output suitable for all 

virjldscamtiifiierintMS. 
sensitivity �nyf disc amplifiier inputs. 

REPlACEABLE STYLUS, Most MM cartridges have a stylus that 

can be removed and replaced. 

OUTPUT (MV), Cartridge output in millil.olts. 

MASS (g),Cartridge mass can affect arm choice. 

copy of the review. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fl Choice in which the original review 
appeared. MC, Moving coil catrqe with a low oufput oo� suita�e fo< high FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback refereoce for ordering a lax 

CARTRIDGES 
roduct Price(£) Comment ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. 

Arcam C17 30 A sensrble movrng magnet package wrth good bounce at a competitrve price. 48 

Arcam C17MG 40 Punchy, with plenty of energ)' to lrven thrngs up The solrd body is well worth the extra £10. 67 

Arcam E17MG 60 Our sample had a disappointing stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound. 48 
Arcam P17MG 73 Preferred to its cheaper partner thanks to a better tip. Channel balance poor 48 

Audio Note lo IIV 1,395 One of the best, giving an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity. Needs a transformer. 100 

Audio Technica AT-95E 19 Clear and dynamic, though rrchly balanced. 48 

Audio Technica AT-OCS Effortless and detailed, but rather relentless and tiring eventually. 103 

Audio Technica ART-1 This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well. 72 

Audioquest 404L Slight harshness detracted from the performance of t';i_s otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge. 84 

Audioquest 7000NSX Stunning stereo imaging and detail spoiled by poor tracking and high sensitivity to arms. 91 

Denon DLUO A fine all-rounder. this high output MC model rs like� to _perform well 48 

Denon Dll60 90 Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still 'thoroughly competent' 43 

Denon DL103 100 Good performance in bass and good 'life' is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle setail. 103 

Dynavector 1702 450 Clear, detailed, neutral and generally informative - excellent. 91 

Dynavector XX-1L 998 Very clear, very detailed: a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm. 84 

i Dynavector XX-1 998 Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version. 84 

Goldring Elan 17 A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body_ 67 

Goldrin 1012GX 65 Sligl!!ly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency colouration ap� 85 

Goldring 1022GX 85 As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved 85 

4 ! Goldring Eroica LX 100 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world, can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative. 84 

Goldring 1042 105 Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively though 91 

Goldring Elite 200 The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness. • 0.5 103 

4 Linn K5 54 Not as crisply focussed as the othe Linn magnetics, but the K5 is smoother. • • 4.5 67 

4 Unn K9 109 Lrnn rmproved this model by beefrng up the Basik's bodywork and addrng a super stylus. • • Col 

London Decca Maroon 199 Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Oecca cartridge is as iconclastic as ever. 67 

London Decca S Gold 339 Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records. 84 

4 Lyra Clavis Da Capo 1,069 A stable tracker, and one of the frnest cartrrdges we've heard 143 

4 Milltek Aurora 299 An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge. 2.0 0.1 299 

4 Ortofon 510/P 32 For the prrce, a good blend of vrrtues - werght, clarrty and neutrality 3.0 5 85 

4 Ortofon 520/P 55 Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound. 3.0 6 

4 Ortofon MC10 Super 85 'What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartrrdge thrs is .... ' we said. 0.3 48 

Ortofon MC3 Turbo 110 The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle - take it as it comes. 3.3 103 

4 Ortofon MC15 Super 11 110 A good all-rounder, with outstandrng resolutron, if slightly bright and clos up. 0.35 103 
Ortofon MC25E 160 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable 0.5 ]] 139 
Ortofon MC25FL 210 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP 0.5 11 139 

4 Ortofon MC300011 950 A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best. 0.12 10 84 
Ortofon MC5000 1,500 Limited tracking abiity, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 0.12 10 91 

Rega Bias 34 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound. 5 4 67 

4 R Elys 74 Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and convincing. 5.0 5 67 

4 Roksan Corus Black 130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but more civilised and smoother. 6.5 91 

4 Shure ME97HE 60 lt won't turn a sow's ear into a silk purse, but it will produce an acceptable result. • 4.0 48 
Shure V15V-MR 265 Extended familiarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a 'shut in' sound. • • 3.0 38 

4 van den Hul MM-1 250 If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through • • 5.5 103 

4 van den Hut MC-10 799 A neutral, balanced performer gives, fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass 0.4 60 

4 van den Hul MC-One 999 This extended all the positive qualities of the '10, but added greater authority and scale - worth all the extra money. 0.4 60 

4 van den Hul MC-Two 1,349 MC-Two rewards with a highly deailed yet fluid and musically covincing portrayal. 0.4 72 
van den Hul G' hopper IIIGLA 2,999 Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse. 0.4 122 
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Cassette Decks 
--� 

@ ,:{� T 
he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and 

ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, 

but they all use it. 
There should be no problems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal 

amplifier, but some care needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a 

specific machine. (Trial and enor is one effective ta:hnique, but many decks 

have manual bias adjustment and some match up to the tape automatically.) 

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes 

sequentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually with some 

mechanical compromise. The sort of facilities that are useful include tape 

monitor switching and Dolby S. 

� Best buy 4 Recommended 

DOIBY c, A m1her ooreme noise -syslem oot usualy 
associatedwith�soood1Jl31ity. 

forcassetterecoo!� 
3-ltEAD: � )00 wam ID monitnr a rocording wfli� )00 are making 

it.athinlheadisessential. 

A� Autvmatically plays bolh sKies of lhe cassette. 

AU10 C.WBRAllOH, The deck will automatically set up bias aoo 

EO for any tripe. DOIBY s, A desirable derivatNe of !he � SR prolessilnal 
--syslem. 1WIH DECK: Contains two decks lor dubbing aoo continuous 

play, in most inslar<es only 000 deck will recoo!. 

ADJUS!ABU BIAS, Bias can be manually set ID surt lhe tape 

being used. DOIBY HX Pll(), Sys1Em � 111 B&O ID extllfld headroom 

CASSETTE DECKS 
. .. 

Aiwa AD-F450 120 Bas1c but well designed budget deck, astonishing value; only the poor metering gives the game away. 
Aiwa AD·WX727 170 High class twm for those who want bells, whistles - and music. 
Aiwa AD-S950 300 High-value, high-spec package is both well set up and musical� well sorted. 

I Arcam Delta 100 899 Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. Dolby S is more successful than some. 
Denon DRM-540 160 Exceptionally stable and well focussed sound quality and a bargain price. 
Oenon DRS-640 210 Drawer loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well adjusted sound. 
Denon DRM-740 270 Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment offers good, if somewhat detached sanies. 
Denon DRS-810 310 Drawer loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition. 
Goodmans Delta 700W 100 Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with a less than stable tape path. 
Grundig CCF3 200 Simple, sensible and well built twin, but lack of pitch stability compromises pertormance 
Harrnan-Kardon TD420 280 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well conceived, minimum features design 
JVC TD·V5628K 220 Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. 
JVC TD-Y6628K 270 Assured, clean and agile sounding recorder, if not quite the most refined in its class. 
Kenwood KX-5060S 235 Well engineered transport and Dolby S star in this refined and detailed design. 
Kenwood KX-7060S 329 Although slightly dull sounding with prerecorded tapes, this is a well equipped and fine sounding deck. 
Luxman K-322 200 Gives best value results with lower bias tapes, helped by a successful Dolby C installation. 
Marantz SD-53 200 Modestly equipped player is short-changed by a rough transport, and dull prerecorded quality. 

•HAD 602 199 Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too. 
Nakamichi DR3 450 Refined, exquisitely detailed and solid sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2-header. 
Nakamichi DR2 700 Accomplished design with simple features (manual tape selectl)' but superb sound and serviceability. 
Onkyo K-611 430 Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport. 
Pioneer CT-S430S 200 Against the odds- a 2-head Dolby S deck that works. Well set up and fully equipped. 
Pioneer CT-S630S 300 3 heads and Dolby S feature in an excellent deck that is underbiased with Type IV tapes. 

0 Pioneer CT-S830S 500 High class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound. 
Sherwood OS3010C 120 Good range of facilities, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. 
Sony TC-K461S 180 Transport is good, and sound quality is fine, though undynamic. Marginal with metals. 
Sony TC-K4158 180 Mainly UK designed with audiophile intent, but spoiled by erratic output, at worst with metal tape. 
Sony TC-K611S 300 Good Dolby S deck - slightly let down by lack of attention to det

_
ai
_
l. 

_
_ 

Technics RS-8X501 200 A real rarity - an auto reverse model thal can hold its head up with the single-siders 
1 Technics RS-BX601 250 Remarkably fast cassette wind means it will suit those with large collections. Good all-round sound. 

pechnics RS-BX701 300 Costly, but well built, this decks is a pleasure to operale and listen to. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference fllf ordering a lax 

copy of lhe review. Use lhe contents page· to find lhe Factsback 

informabon page. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-FI Dloice in which lhe O!iginal revie.¥ 

appeared. 
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_____1_! L � r._ "-- L Yamaha KX-580 249 Stable and clean, if bnght. Play Tnm helps wake up recalcitrant recordings. • 1388 146 
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CD Players 

- ----�------

A 
11 CD players offer a basic selection of facilities, and some 

can keep you entertained for hours as you programme in 

disc names and track orders. All but the excessively 

inexpensive feature remote control. Most CD players can be 

upgraded by adding an outboard DAC (see below). To do this 

the player needs a digital output of either electrical or optical 

persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. 

A CD player can be split into two basic components, the disc drive or 

transport, and a device which turns the digital bitstream ooming off the disc 

into an analogue audio signal. T his is called a digital to analogue oonvertor, 

or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single box, expensive 

players are usually two-box affairs. 

� Best buy il Recommended 

B..ECiliiCM. DIGIW. OUIM fir eledri:allliiiOdilo ID an 

odlnldlliC. 
AEWIJ BB: DIG OUIM Balanced digjlai�M!>Jt ID be used 
with��IW:s. 
CFJDL DIGIIM.Ollll'ln F<rgpmiJIIlllliJJ m an Wlxml 
lliC. 

AT& T OPT DIG OUTPUT' High speed optical output ID be 

used with similarly equipjled OACs. 

lW. AIW.OGUE OUTPUT, Balaoced analogue oulput for 

amplif""' equipped with balanced inputs. 

HEADPIIONE SOCKET, for can users. 

VARIABlE OUJPUT, Remotely adjustab� volume controlled 

oolput. 
MULTI-DISC, Equipped wrth a carousel or multi-tray sys­

tem for continuous play of multiple discs. 

OAC lYPl Digital ID ana�gue convertor, BS- Phi lips 

Brtstream, MB- multibit, Hyb - hybrid of multibit and bit­

stream technologies, Ibrt - single bil lypes such as MASH, 

bitstream, PWM etc. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUl The issue of Hi-� Choice in whdl the original review 
appeared. 

CD PLAYERS 
�����Q��Q���f������������� :r,.l/J' ou,. ;ol/J' 'lit 'lit �.r� ;ol/J' "'se /'y;of <?f-so <?f-so 

... 
AMC CD6 I 349 Based on Rotel 's RC0-965BX, but has a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. • • • BS ! 124 

Arcam Alpha One 300 The first UK-built player under £300 is hampered by a tidy but rather grey and uninspiring sound. • • os �530 137 

An:am Alpha 5 Plus 470 Upbeat, dynamic sound disguises lack of transparency • I • � MB 1634 !51 

Arcam Delta 250 pso Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on Phi lips CDM9 transport. Specification includes Sync lock facility. • • t • • - >1491 130 

Arcam Delta 270 800 Dry, tightly-focussed sound will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste' • t Hyb I 124 

Audio Innovations Alto I 399 Refreshing piece of audio sculpture belies inconsistent audio behaviour • ,, BS r!635 !51 

AYI S2000MCII I 999 A stylish, midi-width player with an exceptionally refined and comfortable sound. lacks passion. • • Ibit I 119 

�dge Audio CD4 ! ISO Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em sound quality. • • Hyb J268 147 
Denon DCD-825 j2oo Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thing! • • • MB qsJJ 137 
Denon DCD-625 I 200 DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear. • • MB 1269 147 

Denon DCD-825 � 240 Not the subtlest of players, but this model will bolster the weediest of systems with its colourful sound • • MB '1531 137 

hnon DCD-1015 . 300 Excellent, middle range player - fast, fluid and lean • • • • I MB i599 141 

Dual CD1000RS 170 1 Old fashioned sound and appearance, though well suited to light classical music • l • r BS �SGl 139 
Eclipse CD101a I 80 If you want to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as good a place to start as any l MB I 144 

Goodmans Delta 700 110 A 16- bll al1emalive to the C0650111hal furnishes a colourful and animal9d sound. r MB i 128 
Hannan-llardon HD7425 I 349 Needs a touch of Oxy-1 0 to clean up its complexion • • • • t MB 1600 141 

Hannan-llardon HD7525 I 400 I Glorious sounding player, if slightly inconsistent • • • • 1MB 1636 !51 
Hannan-llanton HD7125 ! 800 I This flagship implementation of RlS sounds impressively bold and dynamic. • • I • MB 124 
JYC XL ·Y2848K I 1 40 Featuring a new set of bilstream innards. this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound. • • t • l !bit 1270 147 
JYC XL-Z6748K 300 Even handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments • • • !bit 1637 151 

llanwood DP-2060 160 A player that bears no relation to the DP-3060, despite appearances. Sounds vague and thoroughly uninteresting. 1e • • Jbit '1271 147 

Kenwood DP-3060 200 Based on the same filter/DAC as Marantz's CD-53, but with a more transparent, sober and highly insightful sound.!• • • � !bit r1564 139 

lltAwood DP-7060 ! 380 Fleer-footed, but will appear bright in lightweight systems i• • I I• � )bit 1601 141 
Luxman D-322 200 1 Well bred player sounds smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. I • • BS 1272 147 

JAarantz CD-53 •zoo looks identical to CD-63, but internal costs are cut, exposing a slightly ragged performer. le • • ', BS '1565 139 
;Marantz CD-63Mkll 270 Smooth sounding and highly satisfying player • • • BS !638 !151 

Mission DAD7 ; 
900 I Pleasant but not particularly exciting, but this remains a classy, sharply etched performer • • MB 145 

Musical Fidelity FCD 1,499 1 Remarkably coherent and three-dimensional performer, and an inspiring piece of audiophilia • • ,as 1051 131 

MAD 514 370 Boisterous sound, but undeniably attractive • • BS 1639 151 

llaluimichi MB4s 300 Entry level Music-Bank player has plenly of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth. ,. • • MB !074 132 

Onkyo DX-7210 260 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital fitter is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. • • • BS F73 147 
Onkyo DX-7510 350 Strongly flavoured, assertive sound • • • BS 1640 rl� 

10nkyo DX-750 350 Exuberant, highly communicatrve player, brrms wrth confidence, though unpredictable with some systems • i • • ' BS !603 141 

Orelle CD-100 500 • Excellent informalion retrieval and convincing with a wide range of music. HF could be more natural though ,. MB 1628 !51 

Philips CD740 170 One of several Philips players using hybrid DAC technologies. Still sounds insufferably boring, however. • • • MB 1567 139 

Pioneer PD-5504 200 More consistent than the old PD-S503 and capable strong atmosphere and 'occasion'. • • • BS 1274 147 

Pioneer PD-S904 '400 Too much legato - literally - in sound, but a very smooth performer • • I I !bit 1641 !51 

Quad 67 875 Powerful, fluid and captivating sound reminiscent of Meridian's 206. DS 124 
Rotel RCD-940BX 250 A sea change in transport and DAC technology lies behind this untidy-sounding and irritating player. • • • I le I l MB 1535 f137 

Rotel RC0-965BX I 300 Exceptionally refined, transparent, exquisitely detailed and powerfully emotive. A landmark. • • rBS 100 

Rote! RCD-965BX Discrete • 375 Can sound unfamiliar with known COs, but this is a refined and powerful player with a 'bobby' bass • • 

-} 
• ! BS 1604 tl41 

Sherwood CD3020R 130 Although this budget wonder has little respect for musical convention, it is still remarkably entertaining. I I BS 119 

Sherwood COC5030R 200 This replacement for the 5-disc CDCSOIOR sounds messy, disjointed and generally unpleasant. A disappointment. • • • !bit 1076 132 

I Sony CDP-312 ISO Something of a rough diamond, offering a raft of features and good build but a decidedly Technicolor sound • • • • !bit 1569 139 

Sony CDP-561E 200 Combines plenty of features with an open, transparent and sparkling sound. • • l'• BS 1275 147 

Sony CDP-C345 230 Sony's Hybrid Pulse DAC can sound great, but in this 5 disc carousel it provides a mere skeleton of a performance. e • • ,' !bit 1077 132 

Soay CDP-761E 250 Tarred up COP-56! [ with less widgets and a slightly overcooked pertonnance. • le I le I BS 1267 147 
Soly CDP-WES 400 Strong-willed, heavyweight sound; not for the feint-hearred -� le l • BS 1642 151 
Teac CD-P3200 1 150 A primitive looking CD player, housing 16-bit electronics delivering an equally primitive and uninspiring sound. • • • • MB 1277 147 

Teac CD-5 350 Bright, breezy and up-beat - but short in the trouser department • • • • BS 1643 !51 

Teac VRDS-10 770 A basic analogue stage compromises performance. lacks bass energy. • • BS 119 

Technics Sl-PS770A 250 A mellow sounding player that never quite rouses from its slumber to really tackle the music at hand. • • • l• ! M 1278 147 
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CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) �Q.���Q.�Q.�Q.�����% ����� � .. 0- 'G O(lr �0-�1)>0-�0-0t>.r<')-�"'0-�-o,sc '>-.of' :tfof'q :tfof'q 
. .. 
Yamaha CDX-480 
Yamaha CDX-880 

'' ' I ' 

Audiomeca Kreatura SE 
Fe-'-·- -Audiomeca Mephisto 
Counterpoint DA-UE 
Unn Karik 
�ian200 
Meridian 500 

�ia.!'_�O_? --
Mission Discmaster 
Pink Triangle Cardinal 
PS AJ!t!�,!.!mbda 
Teac VRDS-Tl 
Teac P-700 
Teac P-2S 
Theta Data Basic 11 
Wldia 8 

I , 

Aream Black Box 50 
Arcam Black Box 500 

169 
339 

1,450 
2,100 
1,495 
1,497 
895 

1,095 

11.750 
1,500 
795 

2,250 
550 

iQQ__ 
4,000 
2,298 

� 

480 
750 

�!!. AI�J:!!my DAC-in-a-Box 230 
Audio Note DACl 600 
Audiolab 8000DAC 800 
Audiomeca Elixir 745 
��rid�}_!ldio DACMagic 150 
�nterpo�nt DA·lOE 1,895 
DPA PDM256 2,995 
Unn Numerik 1,075 
Meridian 563 750 
Meridian 508 1,475 
Mission Dacmaster 1,500 r--- - -- --!'ink Triangle Ordinal 837 
Pink Triangle DaCapo 1,536 
Pink Triangle DC Supply 1,590 
PS Audio Ultra link 2 HDCD 2,650 
PS Audio Rei link 4,550 
QED Digit Plus 139 
QED Di&it Reference 299 
Teac D·Tl �0 

�-700 600 
liichord Pulsar Series One 1,395 
Woodside DAC2 509 
Woodside DACl 909 

A dispassionately calm sounding player that delivers the musical goods with little or no apparent enthusiasm. 
Plenty of uncluttered detail, and a smooth, refined midband, but lacks fredopm, extension and compassion 

Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir DAC in Sessions) 
Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound. 
Harsh and fatiguing sound when used with DA-10E 
Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing. 
Light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is natural, engaging and unfatiguing. 
Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin, brash and uncomfortable. 

_With matching 606 DAC, Meridian's top player sounds distinctive and elegant. 
Powertul pertormance - large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Dacmaster) 
Sound quality is warm but over-polished compared to PT Ordinal (tested with DaCapo and DC PSU). 
With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. 
Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with D-Tl). 
Tested with D-700, low resolution sound is warm, bubbly and entertaining. 
The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks. 
Uses a Philips CDM-9 Pro mechanism a works a treat with more lively DACs 
Budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the pertormance on offer. 

Measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve for future upgrades. 
Sophisticated unit with Sync Lock and discrete DAC. Early samples sounded grubby and restrained. 
This giveaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence. 
Oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer. 
Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music. 
DAC was tested with Kreatura SE - see below 
Ridiculously under-priced, this OAC is best suited to high end transports. 
Tested with DA-10E 
Highly advanced, with adjustable dither. but the different settings only lead to compromise. 
A new 20 bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a tad dry and humourless. 
Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 flies with a top rate transport. 
Excellent partner for Meridian digital systems, and one of the best neo-high end systems 

1--Powertul pertormance- large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Discmaster) 
The cheapest dual-differential DAC7 converter available offers top-flight sound quality. 
With Cardinal and DC PSU, the DaCapo is best with its 22bit option. lt is warm but over-polished. 
Battery power supply for Cardinal and DaCapo 
With Lambda transport, the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. 
Consolidates reputation of PS Audio for high pertormance digital electronics 
Bearing in mind its expensive but very forgiving pertormance, the Digit is almost embarrassingly cheap. 
No great advance on the basic QED Digit yet its enthusiastic sound is more than competitive at the price. 
Teamed with VRDS-Tl for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed. 
With P-700, the 0-700 may lack the resolution, but is bubbly and entertaining. 
Richly detailed and honest sound, switchable phase, dither etc 
Sharp, dynamic sound is captivating for its lack of grain and 'tizz'. 
Fine but slightly dated and costly package in pertormance terms - but flexible, musical and well built. 

• • • BS 1279 147 
• • • BS 1606 141 

• • MB 141 
• • 1320 144 
• • • • 1492 130 
• • 1323 144 
• • . 96 
• • . 1103 133 
• • 120 
• 1104 133 
• 1324 144 
• • • . 1106 133 
• • 1325 144 
• • . 120 
• • . 1493 130 
• 1494 130 
• • • • 1495 130 

• • • Hyb 1506 133 
• • BS 1519 136 
• • MB 127 
• MB 127 
• • • BS 127 
• • BS 141 
• • • Hyb 1521 136 
• • • • . 1322 144 
• BS 133 
• • MB 1323 144 
• • • os 1103 127 
• • os 140 
• MB 1104 133 
• • BS h524 136 
• BS 1324 144 
• 1324 144 
• • • MB 1106 133 
• • • • • MB 1069 132 
• BS 113 
• • BS 1525 136 

• BS 1325 144 
• • MB 120 
• • Hyb 1320 144 
• • MB 101 
• • MB 87 

D
igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have 

yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market AI 

present there are four. types to choose from: OAT (digital audio 

tape), MD (Mini Disc), DCC (digital compact cassette) and CD-R (CD 

Recordable). DCC is backwards compatible inasmuch as the machines 

can play regular. audio cassette. MD's claim to fame is its optical disc 

format, which offers instant track access and can't be worn out like a 

tape. OAT has been on the marl<et for qu�e some time now, but has never 

really 'made ir as a consumer medium due to the dearth of pre-recorded 

material. However, it has begun to carve itse� a niche in the top end of 
the market, replacing the reel-to-reel as the audiophiles tape based 

medium. Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's PD-R05 
machine attempting to set a trend. 

RIIIIIIT: 'fiPB m I!I:Oidor. see alxNe b' dosai!*lns. 
DACliPE:�ID�CUMlllor: BS-Fhilipsllits1reool, 
foll ·ndbl. H)tl· h)mlol nUti<nl tmmn �. 
lllil-silill lill)'pesSII:hasMASH,Iit!lnlam, f'o'ot.lell: 

ADC'M'E:�ID�COIMlf!Drtypes as peri:I\Cs. 

PORTAI!lf can be run o11 batre!ies rut not l>lCOSSalily per;onal 

steoosize. 
OPilCAL IMlUTPIITS: llifjlal socioltJy for fl!lli<al cable. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
. .. 

EI.ECTRICAL tHIOUll'IITS: Dijlal socl<my for electrical cable. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

Philips DCC170 250 Good sound quality for a portable that records as well, beating competition from MD in its group 
Philips DCC951 280 Offering 18-bit record and replay this does an impressive job in many ways but PASC is still a limitation 
Pioneer D-05 800 Second generation 96kHz OAT recorder can offer startling realism with the right software - ie first generation 

HI-FT CHOICE 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi COOice in which the otigjnal 

review appeared. 

A 'f( t.t. 'f( '.t. i9"c.r :rs(J£ 
l'q� Q'ft' })-.1/qt' })-. i'lqll VQ{Jr, VQV)-A 4'(14/: 4'(14/: :tr.,, "'£ "'f' 118l£ �s "''s i9£q i9f'q 

occ BS BS I• • • 1237 141 
occ BS BS I • • 139 
OAT BS BS • • 152 
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.,_ DIGITAL RECORDERS (CONTINUED) 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

Product Pr�ce(£) Comments .,. .,. .,. .,. .,. .,. .,. .,. 
Pioneer 0-07 _!,_!50 96kHz double sampling mode gives this deck a sense of naturalness missing from most OAT recorders OAT BS BS • • 1089 133 

Pioneer PDR-05 1,300 CO recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 62 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality CO-R BS BS • • 152 

Pioneer D-C88 2,000 State of the art portable 96kHz OAT recorder. the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra country on the cheap OAT BS BS • • • 1431 150 
- --

Sharp MO-Mll 450 Slick MO personal with recording capabilities and rapid track access but less stunning sound quality MO BS BS • • • 139 

Sony TCD-07 500 Extremely desirable personal size recorder tested with optional Super Bit Mapping decoder. The modern Walkman Pro OAT BS BS • • • 1396 148 

Sony MOS-501 800 Mmr.disc seems to be slowly winnmg the domestic digital recorder battle and this is one of its better exponents MO BS BS • 1089 133 

T 
here are a variety of different approaches to headphone 

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic 

drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models 

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back 

designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly 

open sound, but one can also hear external noise, of course. Closed-back 

designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to block out noise. 

There are three styles of head phone: circumaural models enclose the 

ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer 

ear; and intra-aura Is (in-rur) rest inside the ear itself, a la personal stereos. 

For best results a separate head phone amplifier is recommended. 

� Best Buy 4 Recommended 

TYPE: Operating prindp� •. D -dynamic. E - electrostatic. 

SUf>RA.ALIIIAL Sty� ot � whefe a flat pad presses oo the outer ear. 

CIRCUMAURAL: Style of n which enc�ses the ear. 

OPEN BACI(, Offers an open soond but lets in noise. 

HEADPHONES 

CLOSED BACK: Keeps out external noise. 

WEIGHT (G): Mass in grams 

IMPEDANCE (Q): load offered la the lm:lpllre amplifio', the 

hq;e-the irr1pedarre the kxxEr the soond ltY a liven ar.npliier ouljlJl 

3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR: Can be used� mini-jack equipped 

components such as personal stereos 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback relerence for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to f1nd the Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice '" which the 

original review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 
AKG K44 42 Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative. D • • 90 50 • 99 

AKG K135 46 The K135s doesn't live up to the usual AKG standards, though it does have the ability to convey rhythm well. • • 160 150 63 

AKG K240 Monitor 82 Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user-friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of normal. 0 • • 240 600 63 

AKG K280 Parabolic 117 Revealing twin-driver design uses the same design principles as a satellite dish to beam sound into ear. 0 • • 250 75 63 

AKG K400 118 Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured. D • • 250 120 121 

AKG K500 138 K500 offers impressive definition. Balance is on the light side but transparency is high. 0 • • 250 120 111 

AKG K340 191 Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing headphone. 0 • • 380 400 75 

AKG KIOOO 646 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs. 0 • • 270 120 99 

Audio Technica ATH-M2a 28 Cheap, comfortable. well built and adequate- if over exposed - midband 0 • • 115 22 • 1097 133 

4 _ Audio Technica ATH910PRO 90 The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones. • • 280 40 55 

Audio Technica ATH9000 273 Electrets which connect to the amp's speaker outputs, They sound a little too smooth. but would suit aggressive amps. 

Beyer 0_!311 49 Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered 'phone. D • 
-

Beyer 01411 69 A reasonable but not very thrr.lling head phone that doesn't really offer enough at the price. 0 • 

4 Beyer DT531 
-

129 A good buy for serious. heavy-duty music making 0 
4 Beyer DT911 219 Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are very subtle and fine, if expensive cans. 0 

� Jecklin Float Model! 75 Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats g1ve remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price. 0 

4 lecklin Float Model 2 99 Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in long term, despite lack of adjustment. 0 

BEST BUY VIVANCO - THE NAME BEHIND THE BEST BUYS 

"lt sounds open ond I with a 
warmth and graciousness denied 

most of ils compelilors" 
Hi·Fi Choice 
August 1994 

136 JUNE 1996 

"An excellenl buy" 
WHAT Hl·fl 
December 1993 

'W'O''''i!H 
SR 250 "All round gianl-killer" 

Hi·Fi Choice 

IR 7600 

"Clear sound; conlrolled 
boss; comforlable cordless" 
WHAT Hl•fl 
June 1995 

March 1995 

"A real bargain ond on 

obvious Besl Buy lo boot" 
Hi·Fi Choice 
March 1995 

SR 850 

240 32 111 

• 124 40 • 1098 133 
-

• 120 250 111 

245 250 144 
-

• • 275 250 111 

• • 400 200 55 

• • 400 200 63 
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HEADPHONES (CONTINUED) 
roduct Price(£) Comments ., ., ., ., ., ., ., ., 

Kenwood KH-1000 
Maxell HP-3000 

4 P�neer SE-4000 
Ross RDH-300CO 

4 Sennheiser HD445 11 
4 Sony MOR-CD450 
4 Sony MDR-CD550 
4 Sony MDR-CD750 
4 Sony MDR-CD1000 
4 Stax SR Gamma 
4 Stax Gamma Pro 
4 Stax Lambda Pro 
4 Stax Lambd� �g 

Technics RP-FlO 
4 Vivanco SR606 

399 
65 

20 

30 
37 
17 
40 
45 

60 

90 
200 

239 

399 
449 
549 

lOO 

40 

These electrostatics have an openness of_sound that is rately found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot. 

Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations. 

First step up from a true minL a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 

Solid, smooth sounding supra-aural head phone, but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls 

Acceptable, if unexciting all-rounder, this supra-aural phone has good long-term comfort levels. 

In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive sounding design. 

Still the one by which others at the pnce are measured, though now slightly leaden sounding, with a cold treble 

Fair acoustic isolation and comfortable construction, moderate sound. 

Competent headphone creates remarkable space from a closed back design and sounds natural to boot. 

0 • 
D e 
0 • 
D e 

• 
D e 
D e 
0 • 

Reasonably comfortable and eminently listenable, these Sonys have characteristically good bass power and relaxed HE D e 
A fine sounding and comfortable headphone that's likely to work well with most sources. D 

One down from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise bar the price. 

With SRD-X Pro, like a stethoscope for your hi-fi, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve. 

Tested with SRD-78 PSU, this is an industry reference, and is frighteningly revealing 

With SRM-TL Electrostatic - the Signature must be the most transparent head phone available. 

Another very comfortable sealed circum-aural model. has modest sound isolation and uneven, sound favouring bass. 

Although slightly overblown at times, this model is easy on the ears and essentially enjoyable 

0 
0 • 

• 600 

• 220 32 

30 32 

120 32 

185 35 
• 155 

125 52 
260 24 

• 270 45 
• 290 45 

• • 330 45 

• 300 

• 300 
• 325 

• 325 

55 

• 121 
• 121 
• 1099 133 
• 1099 133 

• 133 

• 121 
• 1101 133 

• 99 
• 111 

Ill 
55 

63 
55 

72 
• 
• 

• 300 32 • 121 
1101 133 225 32 • 

A
s the last item in the hi-fi chain, the loudspeaker is merely the 

slave of what has gone before; it is capable only of reproducing 

a signal as good as it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions 

(colorations and stereo effects) introduced by loudspeakers (and rooms) 

tend to be greater than those anywhere else in the hi-fi chain, so careful 

selection of models is very important. 

electrical circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full 

range) signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. The designer's 

primary task is to balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how loud 

it goes for a given electrical input) against the bass extension (how low 

it goes), for the given box size. 

• The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive 

units hidden behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple 
,' � Best Buy 4 Recommended 

reproduce, based oo in-room measurements. SIZE WxlbD (cm), I'Odttl by hel1ht by depth in centimetres. 

FLOORSTAHD£R, As OPIJOsed to requiring a dedicated stand. 
SENSITMTY (dBtWJ, Efficiency, how much volume �gel for a 

given inpul the higher the louder. 

IMPEDANCE (Q), Measured in Ohms impedanre is a 

measurement of how hard a loudspeaker is to drive. the owe< the 

number the more powerful the amplifier needs to be. 
BASS FROM (Hz), The lowest frequency that a speaker can 

FREE SPACE, Speakers shou� be placed away from walls. 

CLOSE TO WAll �is recommended that these speakers be 

�aced close (between 3 and 12cm) to the rear wall. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The reference for ordering a lax copy of the 

re�ew. Use the contents page to find the Factsback page. 

BACK ISSUE. The issue of Hi-Fi Ch01ce in which the 

origmal review appeared. 

HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS 
Product Price(£) Comments ., ., ., ., ., ., ., ., ., 

Acoustic Energy AEl 
4 Allison AllOO 

Allison ALIOS --�- -

4 Allison AlllO 
Allison AL120 

4 _Apogee Caliper Sig 
ATC SCM20 

._764 Exceptional mid focus and coheren�t it is pricey and could be more agile. 

100 Loud and lively budget wall-moul1t_i!_big and beef)', but lacks sparkle and refinement 

170 Pretty enough in appearance; sonically the ALl OS doesn't really make the grade at the price. 

220 Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid-forward, but bass rs extended and solid. 

420 Pretty well balanced if slightly mid-forward, but sound quality is disappointing at the price. 

3,998 Remarkable transparency and delicacy; loudness and 'grunt' are a bit lacking. 

1,499 Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentatron can be uncomfortable 

Audio Innovations Alto 329 Styling makes competition look old-lashioned, but sound is thin and cold 
4 AudTc;'"Note AN-J/8 799 Light damping and �I unevenness adds some colouration, but doesn't spoil the very speaker. 
4 Audio Note AN-E� � Coherent dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity-=._blJ! ugly' 

Audio Physic Tempo 
Audiovector 3X 
8&W OM602 
8& W Matrix 805 V . - --
B&W Matrix 80153 
Bose 305 
Bose 401 
Boston Acoustics HD5 

4 _Ca_ non_S_-30_ 

4 _C'-'-a-'-s t-'le-'0-'-u_ rh_a_m..:S-'-00'-- -
Castle York 

4 Castle Severn 
4 Castle_ Chester 
4 Castle Howard S2 
4 Castle Winchester 
4 Celestion 1 

Celestion CS135 
4 Celestion 3 MKII 

Celestion 9 

HI-FI CHOICE 

_1,992_ 
_1,500 

280 
995 

Tall and unusually styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning. 

Superior time coherence, a wide dynamic range and exception bass/mid balance. 

Prefers tall stands and space, but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension 

Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration. 

__3.79� Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force. 

430 Fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match counter strange imaging and treble. 

500 Cheaply built but distinctively styled , the 401 suffers from heavy mid band. 

139 
180 
300 

Pretty miniature lacks boxiness, but is short of drama and dynamic drive 

Moulded design has lively coherence, with 'wide imaging stereo' 

Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound. 

370 Real wood compact has an engaging transparency, fine balance and timing, but could use some authority. 

500 Light and bright, but sound is open and communicative. Looks good too. 

700 A bnlliant throwback, using a horn type approach to provide startling dynamtcs and coherence. 

_!._100
_ 

Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid back balance. 

__!,65Q__ Large for i�ass extension but engagingly agile, open and airy. 

99 lt sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart IS in the nght place. 

139 Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass, for high sensitivity speakers 

139 Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a btt laid back for some tastes. 

269 Nicely presented and fair material value, with impressively flat mid to bass balance. 

26,30,18 

33,24,19 

_1_4,37,21 

_
24,40,23 

_28,61,29 

58,127 
24,44,31 
l8,20,26 

}8,58,25 

36,84,28 
22,107,47 
19,32,98 
49,24,31 
33,33,21 

_!4,100,56 
23,45,28 
30,30,76 
25,16,18 

_?_3,27,24 
.J2,40,23 

26,43,22 

23,77,20 

23,91,25 
26,104,41 

-
42,108,23 

__16 ,27 ,21 
__5_2,19,34 

.1.!.,31,18 
21,50,25 

88 
� - -� 

90 
90 

90 

• 90 

• 87 

83 

88 
93 

• 94 
• 88 
• 89 

90 
87 

• 87 

• 
89 
90 
90 
89 
88 

• 90 

• 90 
• 90 

86 
86 

88 
89 

8 

8 

8 

8 

60 
50 

47 

44 
40 
35 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

I-

102 

94 

78 
102 

98 

81 
86 

• 1653 152 
• 110 
• 106 

• •  1344 143 
• 1345 143 

• 1654 152 

• 98 

• 81 

• 78 
110 

• 110 ---

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 114 
• 1162 135 

110 

• 1655 152 

98 

1078 132 

90 

114 

• 128 

1036 130 
102 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T T 

Celestion Impact 23 
4 Celestion 15 

Celestion SL6Si 

300 
389 
429 

Big, cheap and loud. Sound_s_coloured and old fashioned, Jacks subtlety 

Big box and but short on subtlety and control though long on both enthusiasm 
This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested; favours CD. 

Celestion SL600si 820 Some will find this speaker irresistible, but it needs careful system and room matching 

,:..:Ce=le:::: st::.: io:.:: n-=3:::: 00=------ � Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness, but dynamics and timing are suspect. 

4 Dali 1048 370 Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame about bland styling and dull balance. 

...:D:.:a:.::w.::. n.:..:Au"'d "-io;_C.:..:h:.:oc::ru:.:.s.:..:F.:..: S __ :.:.69:.:8_ Cori1pact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best. 

4 Epos ESll 445 Integral baffle/dnver gives remarkable colourat10n, transparency and speed. 

4 �Epos ES14 675 Substantial stand mount delivers delightlul midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. 

_82,28,29 
21,100,25 
20,38,27 
20,37,24 
21,97,33 
22,86,27 
26,88,21 
20,38,25 
23,49,29 

-'E"'po"'-s'--E"'S-"22=--------=lc:c, 1:.:8
.,-
5 __ E_Ie,ga_nt floorstander with 'safe' balance that can be enlivened with the right cable and energetic material (Sessions). 21,88,25 

Epos ES25 1,655 Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance. _ 24,90,35 
Faraday Siren �4� High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination. 27,25,46 

4 GU::..:M=ax=imc____ 119 Budget miniature offers well balanced strengths and few weaknesses at a bargain price; a bit feeble. 10,26,17 
4 GLL Mezzo 169 Splendid midband IJ_ut_a d_ull_treble. Could suit budget systems well. 21,36,25 

Harbeth BBC LS3/5A _6_9_ 9 _ Still_a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update. 30,19,18 
4 Hannan-Kardon LS0200 149 Laid back to a fault but entertaining nevertheless , and a big box for the price. 21,35,30 
4 Heybrook Prima 139 Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight. 20,29,18 
4 Heybrook Solo 199 Untidy bass and treble, but handles complex rhythmic material well. 23,36,23 
4 Heybrook Trio 373 HBSI drivers in real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving sound. 24,47,25 

Heybrook Heylo � Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought. 73,23,19 
Heybrook Heystak __ 49_9_ Elegant, highly detailed and level-headed sound, but could use injection of life 98,22,28 

4 Heybrook Quartet 575 Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound. 24,41,22 
4 Heybrook Sextet � Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness. 27,90,20 

Infinity Reference 1i !50 Although not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value 34,20,20 
Infinity Kappa 6.1i 995 Good extension, but bass is fat and slow, and dynamics are unconvincing. 31,95,25 

__!a_m_o _Co_m_e_t 40.4 140 Pretty presentation �d a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound. 32,20,22 
Jamo Classic 8 
Jamo 477A 

400 A lot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom 'n tizz character sounded crude 90,22,29 
500 Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price. 77,19,28 

llama 707A 
JBL Control One 

4TB� 
4 JBLL90 

JBL Ti 1000 
4 Jordan Watts JH400 
4 JPWMinim 
4 JPW Sonata 
4 JPW P1 Vinyl 
4 JPWP1 
4 JPWAP2 
4 JPWAPJ 

900 Superb styling and cosmetics and decent balance apart from detached bass. 

115 Sub-miniature with forward midrange and real bass; price justified by build 

850 Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 
1,300 A classic monttor which communtcates with gusto and enthusiasm, though it can sound a tad crude 

____!,61!Q___ Pertormance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port. 

820 Piano finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid. 
80 Civilised but undynamically, the Minim is great in small rooms and at limited volume. 
120 F�oun� ltmtted bass and dynamtc range, wood veneered at a stlly pnce 

150 Competent loudspeaker for the price, with a safe sound that won't disappoint. 

170 Longstanding design ts remarkable material value (real wood etc) and sounds pretty too. 

200 Real wood finish, and pertormance is cleaner but similar to PI Vinyl overall. 
230 Good stereo and well balanced overall; character is well suited to vinyl replay. 

JPW Ruby 1 500 Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance. 

4 KEF Coda-7- 129 Sharp, lively and articulate design at moderate levels, becomes untidy at higher levels 
KEF QJO 379 Fine focus from Uni-0 driver, but lacks drive and time coherence. 

KEF Q50 529 Compact twin-driver floorstander with Uni-0 treble and a rather mid bass, heavy overall balance. 

4 KEF 104/2 �9!_ A reference point for dynamics, best without KUBE, suited to many rooms. 
4 Kenwood LS-SOOG _.._::_50 :..:0 __ Japanese designed and built luxury compact delivers an invigorating ad exciting sound. 
4 Keswick Audio Aria 11 _ __::3.:c2.:..:9 _ __::_Co'--n ...... fidc.:e...-nt'--a=nd dynamic sound, tf a ltttle crude and shut in 

4 lion Keilidh Passive 649 Stunning timing and coherence, and awesome bass drive. 
4 lion Kaber P assive __!.3� Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving. 
4 Uvi111 Voice Air Partner S 27,000 Outstanding transparency and dynamics from remarkably solid and fast mega horn 

-'lu=m:.::le"-y-"R::::ef "-er:...:e.::.nc:.:e....::l::.cM:.c4 __ .::_3:..:75'-------'M-'e:.::ta"-l .:..di"' ap:.:: hc::ra= gm and wood veneer; balance uneven upper and has suspect timing. 

4 lumley Reference LM3 895 Despite indifferent bass alignment, LM3 is fast, coherent, solid and infonmative 
Meridian DSP6000 8,500_ Sophisticated digital design, with a wide ranging, refined and detailed sound 

Meridian DSPSOOO �2,995 State of the active loudspeaker art, a high grade design witll_unique capabilities 

Mission 731 _::ci3:.:0 _ _:G_:_oo:.:d...:.lo:.::oking and cleverly conceived high-tech miniature could have more brio. 

Mission 732 200 Attractive presentation but a rather dull and thick sounding speaker, and a tad pricey too. 

4 Mission 733 300 Stylish and a lot of speaker for the money, sounds pretty good too. 

Mission 751 300 Great sonic potential, but our review samples have been marred by sample variations. 

4 Mission 734 430 Fine all rounder, and good value. but dynamically a bit lazy, and tweeter quality limrted. 
4 MlSsion 752 � Brilliant style, engineering and sound 

...:M:::.ic:.ss:::.io::.:n:..:7...:5.:..3 _____ .:..:70"'0'------'G'-'o_.,rg=eous presentation and potential for open transparency. 

4 Monitor Audio MA201 300 Lively and coherent with good power handling, but also a brt shut in and coloured. 
4 Monitor Audio MA202 450 Uneven, infonmative and easy-listening floorstander delivers decent scale. 
4 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 500 Good looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely midrange, but occasionally edgy 
4 Monitor Audio Studio 6 900 Metal diaphragm compact has transparent midband but lacks vigour and drive. 

...:M.::.o::.: n::.: it::cor--A= u.:::di -=-o-=-St= u.::: di-=-o-=-12=--- --=I"-' , O :.:O:.:.O_ A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price. 

4 Mordaunt-Short MS05i lOO Tiny and hence bass light, but fine voicing at a competitive price. (redesignated 'i' but unchanged). 
4 -M;ii;unt:shortMSIOi 140 fine basS/mid but top is less appealing (redesignated 'i' but unchanged). 

Mordaunt-Short SWl ------
4 Mordaunt-Short MS30i 

150 Prettily finished and_tnexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 
_ ___::27:...: 5_---=S-"'Iigh= tly shut in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communication. 

Mordaunt-Short MS50i 550 Big value big box with fine engineering content and a big, laid back sound; lacks charisma. 
Mordaunt-Short Pert 860 1,695 Although a very neutral loudspeaker it can, with the right ancillaries, pack a serious punch (Statements) 
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26,38,104 
24,156,14 

_42,26,28 
94,24,35 
20,30,13 
28,38,21 
19,28,20 
23,32,22 
26,44,25 
26,44,25 
26,44,25 

.!__6,52�9 
32,19,21 
18,30,24 
19,73,30 
19,83,30 
28,90,41 
22,44,28 
21,42,24 
20,83,28 
20,90,28 

64,160,90 
18,36,22 
27,87,28 

_133,28 ,43 
90,21,30 
31,17,20 
41,20,30 
84,20,30 

_17,32,27 
84,21,33 
20,88,26 
21,88,32 
22,41,40 
22,89,27 
22,35,26 
22,35,25 
92,17,20 
26,17,18 
19,31,22 
24,58,26 
25,43,28 
25,87,33 
86,26,35 

89 
• 89 

84 
82 8 

• 84 8 
• 93 
• 89 

87 
87 

• 87 58 
• 88 

90 
86 
88 
82 10 80 
87 8 
87 
89 
89 

• 88 
• 89 

90 
• 88 

89 
• 89 

89 
• 90 
• 88 
• 90 

87 4 
86 8 

• 91 
89 4 
86 8 
87 70 
87 70 
89 65 
89 .8 65 
89 65 
88 55 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

1656 152 
114 
94 
68 

118 
1657 152 

11 
94 
98 

1629 151 
1346 143 .. 

94 
122 

1610 141 
66 

1037 130 
• 110 
• 90 

118 
1658 152 

141 
122 
102 

1403 148 
1080 132 
1038 130 
1659 152 
1549 138 

• 1085 132 
• 90 
• 1550 138 
• 143 
• 118 

• 106 
• 82 
• 71 
• 102 
• 1611 141 

• 106 
• 46 

87 
91 
88 

55 • 1572 139 
1625 151 

126 
1573 139 

60 
118 

• 89 
• 92 

87 
89 

• 87 
• 87 
• 108 

86 
• 90 
• 
• 

89 
89 

• 89 
89 

• 90 
• 90 
• 90 

90 
• 90 

89 
88 

• 90 

4 
4 
8 
4 

8 

8 

6 
8 
8 

87 8 
88 8 
90 
90 

• 90 
• 90 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

1405 148 
• 1552 138 
• 118 
• 138 

126 
106 '-

1226 140 
1226 140 
1612 141 
1&13 141 
1574 139 

125 
1660 152 
1553 138 

114 
1164 135 
1575 139 
1661 152 

118 
1349 143 
1615 141 
1040 130 

• 128 
• 1662 152 
• 
• 

1554 138 
1367 146 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
roduct Price(£) Comments 

Origin Live OL-1 

4 PhHips legend FB72011 
>--------'--

Pink Triangle Ventrical 

4 Pioneer S-4UK 

4 PolkLS50 
Polk LS70 

r
Proac Response 2.5 

4 Prof Monitor Co LBl 
Prof Monitor Co ABl 

4 o;;;dEsl-63 

4 iega Kyle 

4 Rega E�8_ 

4 Rega ELA Mk 11 

4 RegaXEL 

4 Revolver Colt 

4 Rogers LSl 
4 Rogers ABl 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 Ru_a_r_k Equinox 

4 SO Acoustics SD3R 

4 J��oustics SD5 
Shahinian Arc 

4 Spendo:::_r.=S2:.:.0 __ 

System Audio 905 

4 Tannoy 631 

4 _Tannoy 632 

4 Tannoy 633/11 

TDL RTL2 

4 TDL RTL3 
TDL Studio 0.5 

4 T��- �_l!i� 

4 ,..!DL Studio _lm 
Technics SB-M20 

HI-FI CHOICE 

1,000 There's real potential here, but it's not fully realised 
400 Very pretty package, good measured performance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp 
905 Outstanding dynamics, speed and detail marred by pronounced upper mid forwardness. 

_I ,821 Lively and punchy - smoother but more upfront than before. 
595 Among the most entertaining and enjoyable, despite colourations 
289 Pretty miniature has a punchy, dynamic midband, but costs a lot for the engineering on offer. 
470 Fine dynamics and a good looking, well engineered package, though presence bland and treble restrained. 

_4_99 __ L_uxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity for bass. 
---=2-'-00'-----"Liveliness, coherence and fine mformation retrieval justifies the odd looking baffle. 

896 If you are after Quad Electrostatic type transparency but can't afford the price ... (Sessions) 
250 Latest version now balances pretty well,� a cot:erent lightweight bass. 
800 No enthusiast tweaks here, but powerful and beautiful balance 

_!.200 High sensitivity, bu�anc�s too much midbass boom; mid-top is laid back. 
__,2,_70_0 __ For aspirant high-enders looking for seriously good c�nal boxes, this speaker should be fist port of call 

998 Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are both limited. 
1,598 Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room. 

_2,860 Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without. 
198 Has �plendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative. 
298 Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence. 
498 Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 

J..040 Looks and sounds great balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing. 
139 A good all-rounder, if a little bland, and excellent value for money 

_1_49 __ High grade miniature 
499 Designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures 
499 Pricey LS3/5A derived miniature, excitingly coherent if lightweight. can't go loud. 
699 Clever AB I stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/5A monitor give its best shot. 
699 Luxury finish bookshelf size model has genuine monitoring capabilities. 
899 Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid back sound. 
795 Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat uneven balance. 
259 Not much wellie or loudness but fine coherence and timing, a bit bright. 
298 Invigorating and exciting design with plenty of upfront detail, but balance lacks warmth and a lad overpriced 

�5 __ Extremely musical and communicative speaker that fun to listen to. Aesthics could use improving though 
665 Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance. 
499 Striking baffle gives decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system. 
749 Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence. 

1,84_ 9_The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture 
399 New SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensitivity 

_1,235 _Bass suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth. Has ribbon tweeter. 
1,675 Occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and revealing. 
760 Maintains Spendor's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives .. 
250 Fine coherence and remarkable dynamic freedom some something so small, though there's little real weight 
149 Balanced, open, unboxy and quite lively, but lacks muscle. 
189 Clever cabmet av01ds boxmess and promotes focus 1magmg and bass 

�mpressive bass and balance from very compact floorstander. Upper midband could be cleaner. 
599 Big value vinyl big box has good balance and lots of loudness, but needs a good amp. 

_1,470_ Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps. 
6,000 These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive. 
100 Despite low price, this is an unimpressive performer, poor low frequency resolution and analysis being main flaws 
300 Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid back balance 
400 Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale. 

_i9 _9 __ Tiny floorstanding transmission line lacks coherence or the balance of Studio l. 

699 Genuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical. 
899 Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver. 
200 Well balanced with natural_llerspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a bit boxy and uneven 
450 This model offers a clean, open sound, offset by midbass heavy balance and low sensitivity. 

1,379 Class leading coherence and communication, but can sound shut-in and dark 
995 Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size. 

80,23,21 
80,25,23 
25,80,28 
27,89,27 
20,30,18 
20,30,19 
19,80,19 
20,30,19 
21,37,31 

15,80,32 
_51,37,28 
27,83,29 
3 1 ,94,37 

__ 107 ,22,25 
1�53,25 
26,79,43 

_66,9�,27 
19,31,19 
17,?2,20 
30,80,20 
20,82,30 
30,19,22 
20,20,30 

_57,19,16 
_19,30,16 

19,31,17 
25,25,48 

-�0,63,30 
__ 28,76,46 

69,18,12 
31,20,18 
31,20,18 
81,20,30 
19,70,27 

23,84.32 
25,88,34 
20,38,30 

20,110,30 
35,69,25 
22,38,26 
15,27,21 
19,34,15 
51,43,27 
29,75,28 

- 3�6,32 
31,93,34 

30,18,17 
20,73,22 
20,90,37 
20,62,30 
23,77,33 

�77.34 
20,32,23 
25,78,37 
92,23,41 
17,31,23 

--'3"',9:..:5.:..0_...::Errs on side of extremism. High sensitivity and beguiling midband make a persuasive case for valve partnership 42,150,19 

J..395 Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness. 41,101,27 
163 Sharp styling, but the complex grillwork worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom. _13,20,12 
199 Goes very loud with a minimum of amplification, but the sound is very thick and uneven, with a heavy upper bass 80,25,26 

�19�9�__cCccut� e _metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun. 14,22,12 
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• 88 

87 
• 88 

88 
84 
89 
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88 

• 89 
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• 99 
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• 90 
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86 
86 
70 

• 100 
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8 

• 87 � 
87 

• 94 
• 88 

87 
• 
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7 
8 

1350 143 
1663 152 

• 94 
• 1352 143 
• 102 
• 1166 135 

• 1664 152 
• 106 
• 122 
• 142 
• 1157 139 
• 1155 138 
• 1084 132 
• 1457 149 
• 110 
• 114 -------
• 60 

• 114 
• 122 

• 1579 139 
• 1083 132 
• 1407 148 
• 1408 143 
• 1354 143 
• 118 

-+ 
• 1354 143 
• 1556 138 
• 122 
• 1082 132 
• 1167 135 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

60 • 

• 

• 

• 

1409 148 
139 
118 
122 
118 

1227 140 
106 

1081 132 
110 
102 

1410 148 
1616 141 
1168 135 
1665 152 

• 1558 138 
• 1355 143 

e C93 
1043 130 
1412 148 

126 
94 
78 

118 
• 1413 148 
• 1666 152 - ----
• 114 
• 122 

• 1539 137 
• 

• 

86 
74 

• 1414 148 
• 110 
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THE DIRECTORY 

examples. H 
i-fi furniture is more importmt than you might imagine; the 

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from 

subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up into two categories­

equipment supports and loudspeaker stands. 

• lt is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment support, but 

some are definitely more equal than others. There's a variety of 

approaches and materials used include particle board, hardwood, 

glass and all manner of steel tube and section. The majority are built 

• Speaker stands come in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different 

models. Use dealer or manufacturer recommendations to narrow down 

the choice, but as a rule you want the tweeter at ear height. 

HEIGHT ICIIJ, Heijlt d stmd or equ4meot shelf. lead In increase mass whk:h affects sour<!. rack or support 
lOP PUit SIZE 100 DimensiJJs d 1Dp pia1B oo spealllr sland 

or�!IJWO!l 
WWJED, The better stands ar<l SU!liJ(li1S are welded rather then 
lxilled iDgethe!: 

SHElf JYPE, Marerial tllat shelves aro made of oo an equipment 
rack Wood generally means M!lf 

FRJJ111.E, Some spealer stn1s can be filled with sand and/<lr NUMBER Of SHEJ..V£S, The amount of tiefs oo an equipemeot floCJSI!ACI( NUMBER, The Factsback refefence for ordenng a lax 

Speaker Stands 
Alphason Titan SSO 100 Excels in the midband and allows voices lo come across in a detailed an d expressive fashion 

Atacama SE24 70 Stand out from the budget crowd because of the consistency and overall quality of the performance 

lxos Deadrock 903 50 Smooth and tonally even but short on definition. Deep bass is soft which doesn't help timing 

Gale Reference 600 60 Smooth sounding with impressive bass well SUited to less civilised speakers 

Kudos SSO 100 Robust, clean and tidy 1n appearance and sound, 1! has the substance. slam and control of a properly balanced design 

Mana Soundframes 125 For use under floorstanders and equipment racks these make music effortless and natural, ·can be stacked for greater effect 

Recommended 

copy of the review. Use tile contents page to find the Factsback 

infonnaOOn page. 
BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 
original review appeared. 

50 40,84 • 

81 72,42 

• 
• 

I • el 
61 119.5,17 • •I 

I 60 I 

�6;so 1 
5 

i 
1• fel 
•1•1 
I lel 

Wood 

Glass 
Glass 
Wood 
Glass 

� 
I 
f 
l 
I 
L 

147 

151 

151 

151 

151 

151 

151 

146 

146 

146 

146 

146 

146 

4 Lf.artington Discovery . 80 The depth and substance of the presentation truly added to the convincing nature of the system's portrayal l• L • L l 146 

S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound is 
all about. CD players may offer silent backgrounds 
and flat frequency responses, but they cant match 

the dynamics and superlative timing that serious turntable 
users take for granted. Turntables at the cheaper end of the 
market tend to be supplied with a matching toneamn, and 

often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better quality is found 
at higher prices among the separate motor units and toneamns. 

Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these components. 
Although the turntable is the most important part of a record 

player, the tonearm is the second most important and its quality 
of construction and design has a significant bearing on sound 
quality. There are three basic types of arms listed in the key and 
each has its strengths, but pivoted designs are the most popular 
for reasons both practical and economical. 

Cl.l Best buy � Recommended 

EmCJIVEMASS, This relates In� COIII!Jiiance ar<1 
...,..tJ hiWI mass anns are S<Jifable blow COIJl!liiance 
�aooW:ever.;a. 

lrackthedisc�alinearfashoo. 
I'IVIJim Arms which ..,., the cartroge In describe an art as 
lheytraversethereconl. 

two planes . 
EFFECIM l.EHGTH (cm), l.eogtl1 of arm from beanng to 

cartridge� 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The reference for ordering a lax copy of the 

rovew. Use the contents page to fir<! the Factsback. 
BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 
original review appeared. NIWlll.lROIIIG, An arm whK:h abvs the cartroge In UNI-PMIE Pivoted arms with a beafir€that abvs rTlO'II!I11errl in ADJUSTABlE HfEIGIII lmpootlnt for accurate cartridge set-up. 

TON EAR MS 
roduct Proce(£) Comments "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' 

4 Alphason HR100S 

4 Kuzma Stogi Ref 
4 Unn Ekos 

4 Moth Arm 

4 Rega RB300 

4 Roksan Tabriz Basic 

4 SME Series 300-309 

4 SME Series IV 

4 SME Series V 
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th b t soun s smoo , u neve 'th f tt k e ess repro uces ran�ne a ac . rth I 

nd well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness. 

S-shaped arm 

Large, solid a 

Superb, state 
The ultimate 

of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor's strengths. 
budget arm? Refined, sweet, detailed and natural. 

odes! pnce it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high end turntables. 
�-'-'-.

-�Despite its m 

Targetted at th 

Beautifully ma 

Superb engine 
Excellent in al 

275 

657 

936 

1,391 

e Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases- a touch bright tliough. 

de and finished, fully adjustable and a highly neutral performer. 

ering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration. 
I respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price. 

M d' e 1um • 229 .f 86 

High • •I 79 

Medium • 229 el 6 
Low I• [237 .1 60 

Low t• 237 I 60 

Low , . 240 el 91 

Low le 238 !•J 79 

Low I• t233 •I 60 

Low l• 1233 •I 60 
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S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound 

is all about. CD players may offer silent 

backrounds and flat frequency responses, but 

they cant match the dynamics and superlative timing that 

serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the 

cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a 

matching tonearm, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 
better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units 

and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these 

components, but many so-called 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to 

retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of 

paramount importance. lt is also the reason why turntables cost as much 

as they do and require high quality support systems. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

MNIML: 100 oo R al, put the need� oo the lllCOI1I and you tale R 
oft. 

SUSPENDED SUBCHASSIS, Sprung suspens�n to minimise 

structural interfereoce. 

be fitted. 

SUPPUED WITH CARTRIDGE, Most turntables do not come 

supplied witll a needle. 

to find the factsback informat ion page. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-� Choice in whkh the original 

review appeared. AIIIO:ThelllCOI1iplayerdoesRaH. 
SB41-M110, The WOI1I � shared, you put R oo, R tales R off. 
SPEEDS, In RPM ID cooespor<! wi1fl software. 

EXIIRIW. PSUo OutboanJ power supply; general� indl:ative of higtl 

quafily. 

SUPPUW WITH ARM, Many turntables require a separate arm to 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

lTURNTABLES "" S.t"rt. s,.,Uecq. '�'o..,r. IJ-;;; c�'l';; ""' -�'fl. � -�'fl. '�4'(J�t �br0 '>fbr0 �"os '�ss,3 c "'sb 11 �'!'_, '�'1oc.t 'fie"'�' 'ftel'Q 
. .. 
Alphason Sonata 835 Good sound in all areas · bass, clarity and neutrality all in top class (tested with HR100S MCSl. • 33 • i•l• 79 
Clearaudio Reference 2,500 Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold • 33/45 I ! 1328 144 
DNM Rota 2 4,800 Tonally slighlly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table • 133/45 • I le • 1328 144 
Dual CS503-2 170 Coarse and woolly sound ·not inoffensive, but bettered by the CS -505·3. • 33/45 ! e I � e • 91 
Dual 505-4 UK 200 Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slighlly lacking in oomph. • 33/45 e I le • 103 
Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,200 (Tested with Stugi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended. • 33/45 • '•I• 91 
Linn Basik 349 Strong midband analysis and imagery; clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass. • 33/45 e I le • t103 
Linn LP12 Basik 745 Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank • 33 e I !• 103 
Linn LP12 lingo 1,345 The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains. • 33/45 • •I 91 
Michell Gyrodek 765 Sweet and natiural sounding player, well matched with the Rega RB300 • 33/45 • •• j55 
Pink Triangle Export 948 The PTIOO with built-in PS. Transparent and neutral, but review sample had high motor noise. r• 33/45 • I I 91 
Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,797 Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny. •• 33/45 • . , 91 
Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 Don't think of this as a mid price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled down Oracle Delphi- it's that good • 33/45 • ele 138 
Rega Planar 2 198 A remarkable product at the pnce, surprisingly articulate and confident •• 33/45 I le 48 
Rega Planar 3 260 The '3 (with RB300 arm) sounds musical in a balanced and coherent manner, needs decent isolation •• 33/45 I I I• I 48 
Rivelin Eclipse 1,100 Tested with SME 309. Tends to simply things and add a slightly ragged edge to the proceedings • 33/45 I I 1328 144 
Roksan Radius/Tabriz zi 855 Musically it offers exceptional performance with a minimum of fuss. • 33/45 • 1 le 103 --
SME Model 20A 4,631 Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval. • 33/45(78 • ele 118 
Systemdek IIX/900 230 A high performance budget turntable that is particularly strong at fine detail resolution and imagery. •• 33/45 • I I• 103 
Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Uptempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm. • 33/45 • I I• • 115 
Systemdek IIXE/900AP 388 The acrylic platter IIXE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market good resolution, dynamics and timing. • 33/45 • I I• 103 
Thorens TD166 VI/UK/RB 300 Refined and solid sound with well focussed imagery; suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges. •• 33/45 • 1 le • 1]03 
Thorens TD2001 700 Similar to TD320 but much dearer- why? Sound is comfortable but not very detailed. .. 33/45 • 1 1e1 f91 
Thorens T03001/UK 770 Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all-round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas. • 33/45 • I I• 103 
Voyd 0.5 3,940 Cross between standard and Reference Voyds. Superb finish, colourful and dynamic. • 33/45 • I• �· 1328 ,144 
Voyd Reference 6,500 Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substatial motors, is a strong contender for world's best. • 33/45 e [e � I 1 91 

�Well Tempered Record Player 1,800 ! Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards. • 33/45 • l•t 1180 l136 
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T
he radio medium operates at a lower profile than TV, but in areas • Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models tune gradually and 

outside pop music the BBC service is the en")' of the world. Live can have analogue or digital displays; they are often preferred for sound 

concerts rival all other sources from a hi-fi perspectrve. quality. Digital tuners offer convenient automatic tune facilities and pre-

• Something of a hi-fi afterthought, the task they discharge is far from set memories. 

simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) and audio (signal 

processing) engineering . The importance of the 1omner will depend on 

reception oonditions, but a high-quality aerial system is well worth having. 
� Best buy Jl Recommended 

WAVBINIIS, 0n1i !he FM Mifl bards give stereo hi-fi sound, 

tllough !>M (W/ & LW) are useful for ceftlin transmissions in the 
Ult 
PRESETS, Amount of station fi9Quencies that can be stored. 
RDS, (radio data sysiBm) is a feature t original� designed fur in-

car ap�icarons. Basical�. RDS tune<s can identify and display 

!he na me of !he rad� station being received, but !hey offer a 

varietyofolherfeaturesaswol. 

REMOTE CONTROL Couch potato fnend�. 

SIGNAL STRENGTH MEIIR Indicates strengtfl of signal from 

aefial, useful for al�ing aefials. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB, The ef1!01101Tlical� attractive approach to 

d"l surfing 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a tax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to frnd the Factsback information page 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Cl'<lice in wh<h the on�nal 

review appeared. 

Tuners 
il-4/1; A 

�04M :?<"sl: i?r..-ea >tcr# lt;t14'c "�e.r >t/tt<" 4'u. -9bs Wt-9b( "'<"�'..--9 -t"'be 'ffe..--9 'ffe..--9 i?s ts ... 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 1 220 Selectivity modest and there is some susceptibility to front end overload, though basic sound quality is pretty good 

I I 
r- Ji¥a 

FM,M,L 24 
Arcam Delta 280 I 399 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average. remote £60 extra FM 1 20 • 120 
Audiolab SOOOT I 750 Unusually combrnatron of frne sound quality and RF performance (inc AM), and superb ergonomics FM,M,L I 39 • • 1142 
Denon TU-260L ! 120 Careful mrnrmalist design promises a surprisrngly open and v1vacrous sound. FM,M,L � 20 93 
Hannan-Kardon TU9400 p99 This striking tuner exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM, it's HK's best yet � p� -� 
JVC FX362BX r l3o Drsappointing all-round performance- watch out lor aerial overload in strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecial FM,M,L 40 r1017 129 
Kenwood KT-3050L I 170 Excellent RF pertormance and plenty of features including RDS, but ordinary sound. FM,M,L r 39 0e I 1018 1120 
Unn Kremlin 1,995 Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself. FM ! 80 • • 142 
M�num DY_I!�ab FT!Ol 825 Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation. FM -�=t �-+-r- d� Meridian 604 1,350 Unique digital converter makes most sense in Meridian system context, smooth, sweet sound with fine front end. TM tTo r----- -
Mission Cyrus FM7 400 Open, generous soundstaging gives the music plenty of foundation, if a touch shut in at the top FM 1 29 e • • t142 
Naim NA'rOl i 1,599' There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one. FM 142 
0_!1__kyo T-430RDS 190 Pleasingly neutral, but rather undynamic and congested FM/MW I 30 • 142 
Quad FM66 554 Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Sound is smooth, but only makes sense in Quad system context. FM ! 19 • d42 

��-RT-950BX � Budget audiophile device delivers a pacey, exciting experience, though RF performance is uninspiring FM,M,L 20 
t--1--

.
�2 

Sherwood TX3010C 120 Lots of features and fine FM discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsistently tacky. FM,M 1 30 120 ---
Technics ST-GT350L 150 Decent RF poerformance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system FM,M,L 30 • • 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi 
Choice review or needed some sound 

independent advice to make up that 

'Best Buy' system? Factsback is a personal 

service designed to help you navigate the 

ever-increasing list of available products. 

Now, all our reprints over the last 12 months 

are instantly available to you via your fax (or 

fax/modem) 24 hours a day. You get the 

review you need, just when you need it. 

How much will it cost? 
The cost of our service is 39p per minute off-peak 

and 49p per minute at all other times. The pages 

have been designed to keep user costs to a mini­

mum. \Ve regret that Factsback is not available to 

overseas readers. The Factsback system was put 

together by Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600 

o Now available on !il!f\f ·'-------
f) Every Hi-Fi Choice rest review from April '1994 to rhe present. 

Complete with prices, Best Buys and Recommendations. 

G Every Hi-Fi Choice Directory entry. Plus, exclusively through 

Facrsback: the Price Guide; a complete listing of every hi-fi 

component available. 

� Quick or in-depth system index. Includes the length of each arricle. 

How Hi-Fi Choice works 

0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax 

machine. The handset must be switched to 'tone'. 

f) Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specific documents by a known document number from 

the keypad of your fax machine. 

C) Facrsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax 

machine complete with coversheer. 

TRY IT NOW! CALL 0891 616518 

142 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS 

Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 0181 840 6305 • lax 0181 579 1761 
Adcom • Celestion International L!d • tel 01473 322222 • lax 01473 729662 
ADT • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Advent • Entel Ltd • tel 01483 425702 
Adyton • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Air Tangent • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Aiwa UK • tel 0181 897 7000 • lax 0181 564 9446 • Dealers 2000+ 
Akai (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 897 6388 • lax 0181 897 1508 • Dealers 250 
AKG • Harman Audio UK Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 • Dealers 30 
Alamo • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 50 
Albarry • Ortolon UK Ltd • tel 01753 888949 • lax 01753 889636 
Alchemist Products • tel 0181 883 3008 • lax 0181 883 1160 
Allison Acoustics Ltd • tel 01484 603333 • lax 01484 607774 
Alphason • tel 01942 678000 • lax 609913• Dealers 700 
AMC • Campus International Ltd • tel 01494 431290 
Apogee • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
ARC • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Arcam • A&R Cambridge Ltd • tel 01223 440964 • lax 01223 863384 • Dealers 211 
Arion • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Ariston • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Art Audio • tel 0115 9653604 • lax 0115 9637795 
ATC Loudspeaker Technology Ltd • tel 01285 760561 • lax 01285 760683 • Dealers 25 
ATD • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Audio Alchemy • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Audio Innovations • Audio Components • tel 01305 761017 • lax 01305 761492 
Audio Note • Audio Note UK • tel 01273 220511 • lax 01273 731498 • Dealers IS 
Audio Physic • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Audio Research • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Audio Technica L!d • tel 0113 2771441 • lax 0113 2704836 • Dealers 100 
Audiolab • Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd • tel 01480 52521 • lax 01480 52159 
Audiomeca • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Audioquest • A&R Cambridge Ltd • tel 01223 440964 • lax 01223 863384 
Audiostatic • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
Audiovector • The Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • lax 01722 411388 
Aura • B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 
AVI • AV International L!d • tel 01453 765682 • lax 01453 752777 • Dealers 23 

B&O • Bang & Olufsen UK Ltd • tel 01734 692288 • lax 01734 693388 • Dealers 167 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales L!d) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 • Dealers 400 
Basis • RT Services • tel 01235 813058 
Benz-Micro • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
Beyerdynamic • tel 01273 479411 • lax 01273 471825 • Dealers 300 
Bose UK Ltd • tel 01795 475341 • lax 01795 427227 • Dealers 496 
Boston Acoustics • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01494 890277 
Bravura • Thomas Transducers • tel 01732 851408 
Bryston • Professional Monitor Co • tel 01923 249119 • lax 01923 249219 

Cable Talk • tel 01252 373434 • lax 01252 371818 
Cambridge Audio • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Canon UK Photo Division • tel 01483 740005 • lax 01483 740054 • Dealers 300 
Castle Acoustics Ltd • tel 01756 795333 • lax 01756 795335 • Dealers 264 
CAT • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Celestion International Ltd • tel 01473 322222 • lax 01473 729662 • Dealers 200 
Cerwin Vega • CSE Administration • tel 01423 359054 • lax 01423 359058 • Dealers 98 
Chimera International Amplification • tel 0181-441 1951 
Chord • T he Chord Company Ltd • tel 01722 331674 • lax 01722 411388 • Dealers 210 
Classe Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Clements • Wollaton Audio • tel 0115 928 4147 
Concordant • Sambell Engineering • tel 01455 283251 
Conrad-Johnson • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
Copland • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 32 
Counterpoint • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Credo • Townshend Audio • tel 01784 455866 
Creek Audio Ltd • tel 0181 361 4133 • lax 0181 361 4136 • Dealers 40 
CR Developments • CR Developments Ltd • tel 01702 469055 • lax 01702 601883 
Crimson • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
Croft • Eminent Audio • tel 0121 373 1442 • lax 0121 377 8309 

Dali • Onkyo UK • tel 0181 343 2082 • lax 0181 346 4925 
Dawn Audio Ltd • tel 01932 355040 • lax 01932 355041 
Day Sequerra • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Deadrock • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • lax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 
Denon • Hayden Laboratories Ltd • tel 01753 888447 • lax 01753 880109 • Dealers 350 
DNM • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
DPA • tel 01222 795621 • lax 01222 794267 • Dealers 17 
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Dual • RAM UK Ltd • tel 0161 973 0505 • lax 0161 905 1965 • Dealers 450 
Dynavector • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 

ECA Distribution • tel 0181 830 5128 • lax 0181 208 1271 • Dealers 5 
Eclipse • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Electrocompaniet • Esoteric Audio Imports • tel 01243 533030 • lax 01243 533030 
EMF Audio • tel 0181 361 6734 • lax 0181 361 4136 
Epos Acoustics • tel 01705 407722 • lax 01705 400099 • Dealers 64 
Exposure Electronics • tel 01273 423877 • lax 01273 430619 

Faraday Sound • tel 01603 762967 
Forte Audio • Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 0181 840 6305 • lax 0181 579 1761 
Fullers • Fuller's Audio • tel/fax 01702 612116 

Genelec • Project • tel 0171 359 0400 
Genexxa • lntertan Ltd • tel 01922 434000 • lax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 
Glanz • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 
GLL • Goodmans GLL • tel 01705 492777 • lax 01705 470875 • Dealers 250 
Gold ring Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 • Dealers 100 
Goodmans Industries Ltd • tel 01705 673763 • lax 01705 664333 
Grado • Goldring Products L!d • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 • Dealers 50 
Graham • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Grant Amplifiers • tel 01705 837392 
Grundig International Ltd • tel 01788 577155 • lax 01788 562354 
GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 

Harbeth Acoustics Ltd • tel 01444 440955 • lax 01444 440688 
Harman-Kardon • Harman Audio Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 
Helius Designs • tel 01386 830083 • Dealers 5 + direct 
Heybrook Hi-li Ltd • tel 01752 731313 • lax 01753 733954 • Dealers 75 
H0rning • Definitive Audio • tel 01159 813562 

Impulse Loudspeakers • tel 0181 766 0474 • lax 0181 766 0468 • Dealers 11 
Infinity • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
lnteraudio • Bose UK Ltd • tel 01795 475341 • lax 01795 427227 
lxos • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • lax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 

Jadis • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Jamo UK Ltd • tel 01327 301300 • lax 01327 300511 • Dealers 300+ 
JBL • Harman Audio UK Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 • Dealers !50 
Jecklin • May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd • tel 01943 864930 • lax 01943 863814 
Jordan Watts Acoustics Ltd • tel 0181 985 1646 • lax 0181 986 0112 
JPW Loudspeakers Ltd • tel 01752 607000 • lax 01752 607001 • Dealers 200 
JVC UK Ltd • tel 0181 450 3282 • lax 0181 208 3038 • Dealers 5000 

KAL UK Ltd • tel 01303 245005 • lax 01303 221736 
KEF Audio Ltd • tel 01622 672261 • lax 01622 672939 • Dealers 240 
Kenwood • Trio-Kenwood UK • tel 01923 816444 • lax 01923 819131 • Dealers 1000 
Keswick Audio • tel 01977 671823 • Dealers 13 
Kimber Cable • RATA Ltd • tel 01539 823247 • lax 01535 823317 
Kiseki • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 
Koetsu • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 20 
Koss • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • lax 0181 808 5599 
Krell • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 17 
Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Kuzma • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers-12 

Lecson Systems • tel 01480 498211 
LFD • tel 01255 422533 • lax 01255 221370 • Dealers 7 
Linaeum • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Linn Products • tel 0141 644 5111. • lax 0141 644 4262 
Living Voice • Definitive Audio • tel 01159 813562 
London • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 + direct 
Lowther Voight Ltd • tel 0181 300 9166 
Lumley Reference • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Luxman • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Lynwood Electronics • tel 01709 873667 • Dealers 25 
Lyra • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 � 
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You can spend a fortune on your 

hi-fi, but without proper support it 

won't sound as good as it should. 

Sound waves bounce off the walls, 

your floor and components, 

causing distortion. it's a problem 

we've been working on since 

1975, resulting in some of the 

finest speaker, hi-fi and audiovisual 

suppor ts available today. 

For example, the Adagio table 

shown here boasts a fully 

assembled, welded tubular steel 

frame, braced at the corners for 

extra rigidity. The legs and top shelf 

are supported on isolation spikes 

to minimize sonic interference. it's 

just one of many Apollo designs 

free of bad vibrations.  

For full details return the coupon 

or ask your hi-fi dealer. 

I want good vibes. Please send me a brochure. 

Name 

Address 

Post code 
WHF 

AP1fjLift� 
Hl-Fl FURNITURE 

Our components improve 

Zenith Crown Ltd., Tipton Road, Dudley, 
West Midlands, DY1 4SQ Tel: 0121 520 5070/l 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS (CONTINUED) 

MAG Audio (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 555 1222 

Magnepan • Audionord UK • tel 01235 813058 

Magnum • Hailey Audio Ltd • tel 01992 442425 • Dealers 6 
Mana Acoustics • tel 0181 868 2788 • lax 0181 429 0118 

Manticore Audio Visual • tel 01767 318437 • Dealers 5 + direct 

Marantz Hi-li UK Ltd • tel 01753 680868 • lax 01753 680428 • Dealers 200+ 
Mark Levinson • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Martin-Logan • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 20 
Matisse • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 
Mclntosh • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Meridian Audio Ltd • tel 01480 434334 • lax 01480 432948 • Dealers 98 
Metaxas • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 

Michell Engineering • tel 0181 953 0771 • Dealers 8 

Michi • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 18 

Micro-Seiki • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 

Micromega DA Lld • tel 0181 502 1416 • lax 0181 502 1438 • Dealers 104 
Milltek • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 

Minstrel • Quantum Audio Ltd • tel 01563 571122 • lax 01563 571133 
Mission Electronics • tel 01480 451777 • Dealers 259 
Monitor Audio Ltd • tel 01223 242898 • lax 01223 214532 • Dealers 45 
Monrio • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 
Monster • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 181 
Mordaunt-Short Ltd • tel 01705 407722 • lax 01705 400099 • Dealers 485 
Morel • Clere Electronics Ltd • tel 01635 297717 • lax 01635 297717 
Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 30 

Musical Fidelity Ltd • tel 0181 900 2866 • lax 0181 900 2983 • Dealers 145 

NAD Marketing Ltd • tel 0181 343 3240 • lax 0181 346 4925 • Dealers 380 
Nairn Audio • tel 01722 332266 • lax 01722 412034 • Dealers 70 
Nakamichi • B&W Loudspeakers (UK Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 
Neat Hi-Fi • tel 01325 460812 • Dealers 15 
Nottingham Analogue • tel 01773 762947 • lax 01773 533566 • Dealers 4 
NVA • tel 01763 272707 • lax 01763 271694 • Dealers 3 

Onix Electronics • tel 01273 517358 

Onkyo UK • tel 0181 343 2082 • lax 0181 346 4925 • Dealers 120 
Orelle Hi-li • tel 0181 908 4126 • Dealers 30 

Origin Live • tel 01703 442183 • Dealers 25 

Ortofon UK Ltd • tel 01753 888949 • lax 01753 889636 • Dealers 200 

Panasonic UK Ltd • tel 01344 853550 • lax 01344 853081 • Dealers 3000+ 
Papworth Audio Technology • tel 01480 830345 
Pentachord Loudspeakers • tel 0181 788 2228 • Dealers Direct 
Perception • Kinshaw Electronics Ltd • tel 01209 715878 • lax 01209 711939 

Philips • Matthew Thomas • tel 0181 689 2166 • Dealers 5000+ 

Pickering Cartridges • tel 01904 642463 • lax 01904 652225 

Pink Triangle Projects • tel 0171 703 5498 • Dealers 47 
Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd • tel 01753 789564 • lax 01753 789536 • Dealers 500 

Polk Audio • tel 01727 827311 • lax 01727 827284 • Dealers 104 

Posselt • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 
Pro-ject • Ortofon UK Ltd • tel 01753 888949 • lax 01753 889636 • Dealers 70 
Proac • DNA Marketing • tel 01403 753180 • lax 01403 753181 • Dealers 19 
Professional Monitor Co • tel 01923 249119 • lax 01923 249219 • Dealers 12 + direct 

PS Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 

QED Audio Products Ltd • tel 01276 451166 • lax 01276 452211 • Dealers 150+ 
Quad Electroacoustics Ltd • tel 01480 52561 • lax 01480 413403 • Dealers 130 

RCF Electronics • tel 01268 570808 • lax 01268 570809 
RA Labs • RDL Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 • Dealers 4 + direct 
Realistic • lntertan Ltd • tel 01922 434000 • lax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 
Rega Research Ltd • tel 01702 333071 • lax 01702 432427 • Dealers 54 
Rehdeko • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
REL Acoustics Ltd • Harman Audio Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 
Revolver • RAM UK Ltd • tel 0161 973 0505 • lax 0161 905 1965 
Richard Alien Loudspeakers • tel 01274 872442 
Rivelin Audio • Sonic Link • tel 01332 674929 • lax 01332 361390 
Rogers • Swisstone Electronics Ltd • tel 0181 640 2172 • Dealers 100+ 
Roksan Ltd • tel 01895 436384 • lax 01895 436385 • Dealers 35 
Rose Industries Ltd • tel 01235 847023 • Dealers 10 
Ross Consumer Electronics Ltd • tel 01703 666363 • lax 01703 666190 
Rotel • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 232 
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Royd Loudspeakers Co Ltd • tel 01952 290700 • lax 01952 290190 • Dealers 65 
Ruark • tel 01702 601410 • lax 601414 

Sansui UK • tel 01204 700139 

SO Acoustics • tel 0181 399 6308 • lax 0181 399 6308 

Sennheiser UK Ltd • tel 01628 850811 • lax 01628 850958 • Dealers 850 
Sentec • MAG Audio (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 555 1222 
Shahinian • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 • Dealers 15 
Sharp Electronics (UK) Ltd • tel 0161 205 2333 
Shearne Audio • tel 01438 740953 • lax 01438 740995 
Sherwood • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Shure • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • lax 0181 808 5599 
SME Ltd • tel 01903 814321 • lax 01903 814269 • Dealers 125 

Sonic Frontiers • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Sonic Link • Audiokits • tel 01332 674929 
Sonus-Faber • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 30 

Sony United Kingdom Ltd • tel 0181 784 1144 

Sound Organisation • Goldring Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 

Sound-Lab • Audiolreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 
Soundstyle • Goldring Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 • Dealers 170 
Spendor Audio Systems • tel 01323 843474 • Dealers 17 
Spica • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 
Stanton • Lamba Electronics Ltd • tel 017278 40527 • lax 017278 37811 
Stax • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Stemfoort Audio • Audio Synergy Ltd • tel 01924 406016 • lax 01924 410069 

Sugden • Audio Synergy Ltd • tel 01924 406016 • lax 01924 410069 • Dealers 12 

Sumiko • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
System Audio • T he Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • lax 01722 411388 

Systym • Systemdek Ltd • tel 01294 271251 • lax 01294 277095 

Tannoy Ltd • tel 01236 420199 • lax 01236 428230 • Dealers 400 
TDL Electronics Ltd • tel 01494 441191 • lax 01494 461803 • Dealers 274 
Teac UK Ltd • tel 01923 819630 • lax 01923 236290 • Dealers 200 
Technics • Panasonic UK Ltd • tel 01344 853550 • lax 01344 853081 • Dealers 2000 
Tesserac Research Ltd • tel 0181 669 0011 • lax 0181 773 0406 
Theta • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 

Thiel • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Thorens • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01494 890277 
Thule • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 

TOGA • TOC'A' Lld • tel 01460 242290 

Totem • May Audio Marketing (UK) Ltd • tel 01943 864930 • lax 01943 863814 • Dealers 6 
Townshend Audio • tel 01784 455866 

Transfiguration • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Triangle • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Tube Technology • tel 01932 850354 

UKD-Opera • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652669 

Unison Research • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652669 

van den Hul UK • tel 0181 810 9388 • lax 0181 810 9365• Dealers 160 
Vandersteen • A&R Cambridge Ltd • tel 01223 440964 • lax 01223 863384 
Visonic • Canford Audio • tel 0191 415 0205 
Vivanco UK Ltd • tel 01442 231616 • lax 01442 235421 • Dealers 1000+ 
Voyd Turntables Ltd • tel 01242 574528 
VPI • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 

Wadia • Woodstock • tel 01865 883535, lax 01865 881012 
Well Tempered • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 
Wharfedale Loudspeakers Ltd • tel 0113 2601222 • lax 0113 2600267 
Wheaton • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 
Wilson • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 7 
Woodside Electronics • tel 01934 520248 

Yamaha Electronics UK Ltd • tel 01923 233166 
YBA • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 

Yoshino • tel 01480 467788 

Zeta • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 50 
zyp • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 • Dealers 2 + direct 
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inmenl 

Home Entertainment - subscribe today! 
You're already a reader of Home Entertainment magazine. You obviously love 

watching great movies in the comfort of your own home. So here's the perfect 

offer! When you subscribe to Home Entertainment, we'll deliver it direct to 

your door for less than the shop price. And we'll also send you your choice of 

these best selling films· FREE! 

D Please start my subscription to Home Entertainment and send me my free video 
or D I am already a subscriber, extend my subscription and send me my free video 

FREE VIDEO 
The film I would like is _______ ____ ___________ _ 

I am over 15/18 (delete as applicable) Signed ____________ _ 

YOUR DETAILS 
Name _____ __________________ _____ _ 

Address. _____ __________ ___ __ ______ _ 

Postcode _________ _ _____ �D� a�rt�im� e�p�h�o� n�e�- ------

TICK THE SUBSCRIPTION REQUIRED 
Direct Debit payment D £14.99 every six months (UK only) BEST DEAL 
Cheque or Credit/Debit card payment 
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AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
(0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to surt all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. lil'oilili1 

PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, c/o Harper Furnishings, 
Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BA 1 
6AD. (01225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony, 
Rote!, AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura 
and many many more. 2 demo rooms, home 
demos, appointments required, service dept, free 
install, home trial. Access, Visa, lnt free credit, 
instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed 
Monday. 

RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BAt 
2BX. Tel 01225 446245 (Contact lain Marshal!). 
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected 
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality, 
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what 
they sell and have the abilrty and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. lil'oilili1 

RADFORDS, 10-12 Gloucester Road, Bristol. Tel 
(0117) 944 1010 (Contact Chris Tuck). Premier 
HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected to offer 
outstanding sound and picture quality, whatever 
your budget. Staff who care about what they 
sell and have the ability and knowledge lo 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. lil'oilili1 

THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728. Major 
new brands join our select group of products 
from reliable, high-qualrty suppliers with interna­
tional reputations who are dedicated to sound 
and build quality. We have many customers 
thrilled that they discovered these superb per­
formers rather than the magazines' favourites. 
Believe your own ears in your home where you 
can best judge the benefits. We aim for long-term 
satisfaction, not just a quick sale. Ask about our 
ex-dem and mint used items. Brands: Lumley 
(valve amps and speakers), RESTEK, Copland, 
Audio Synthesis DAX2, Michell,  Orelle,  
Enlightened Audio Design, Kora, Tube Technology, 
CAT, Chameleon, Magnum Dynalab, 
Stratosphere, M0rch, Graham, Sumiko, 
Transfiguration, Spendor, Keswick, Mirage, 
Harbeth, NEAT, Sequence, Air Pods, cables -
Silver Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM, Sonic Link. 

V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59 
1 EJ. (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, A VI, Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue 
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, 
Pro-Ac, Michell,  REL, Ruark, Sansui, SME 
(inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Wadia. 
Dems by appt only, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service facilities.Access, Visa. For full 
product listing please see Dealer Guide. 

BERKSHIRE 
LAKES, 254 High Street, Slough. Tel (01753) 
538288. For better hi-fi in the Thames Valley. 
Agents for: Aiwa, B&W, Infinity, JVC, Kenwood, 
Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Philips, Rote!, Sony, Tannoy, Technics. 
Free delivery. Dem rooms at High Wycombe, 
Aylesbury, Marlow, Maidenhead, St Albans, 

Chiswick High Road, London, and Bracknell. 
Please see our advert in the Dealer Guide or ring 
for your nearest branch. 
RAOFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, SL4 
1TG. Tel 01753 856931 (Contact Pete Budd). 
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected 
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality, 
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what 
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. lil'oilili1 

READING 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (01734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, Technics. Free installation, 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit Facilities 
including interest free credit subject to status. 
9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: Bracknell, 
Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury. 

READING HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Queen's Walk, Broad 
Street Mall, Reading RG1 ?OF. (01734) 585463. 
Your first choice for real hi-fi and home cinema 
sound. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, 
Micromega, Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rote!, Yamaha 
etc. Demonstration facilities (including home 
cinema). Free local installation. Bada guarantee. 
Open Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30pm. Open Thurs 10.00-
?.00pm. lil'oilili1 

BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, (01922) 493499/473499. 
Audio equipment from leading and specialist 
brands on two floors, with 3 demo ftoors, home 
trials, home cinema with instore demo theatre, 
evening demo's by appointment. In house service 
dept. Mail order avail. lnt free credit subject to 
status. Open 6 days 9am - 6pm.Late night friday. 
Expert advice, cable dressing and free installation 
is what makes Sound Academy the Midlands 
most exclusive Hi-Fi studio. 
FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN THE 
DEALER GUIDE lil'oilili1 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
(0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see 
full entry under West Midlands lil'oilili1 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony 
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1 EO. 
(01908) 561551. Alchemist Products, AVI, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, Moth, Rote!, 
Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. Records and 
COs, record cleaning service. SGL speaker demo 
room. Access, Visa and Rnance. 
NORTHWOOD AUDIO 11, 98 Cambridge SI, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1BA. Tel. 01296 28790 
(AlP). Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio 
Meca, Aura, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord Company, Denon, D.P.A.,  
Exposure, Grado, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef, 
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, 
Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink 
Triangle, Pro-Ac, Rei, Rose, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, T DL, Teac, T horens. 
NOBODY EVER REGRET TED PURCHASING THE 
BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. 
Credit facilities available. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
CB4 3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our main entry 
under Hertfordshire. lil'oilili1 

e Two year guarantee, trans-

ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 

move more than 30 miles from his/her original 

address 
e low cost five year guarantee 

option 

e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 

e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 

For more information, contact BADA on 
li: ( 0171) 226 4044 

THE HI-FI COMPANY, SOUND AND VISION 
STIJDIO 42 Cowgate, Peterborough, Cambs PEt 
1 NJ. Tel (01733) 341755. The region's largest 
range of new and used hi-fi and audio visual 
equipment. Dedicated hi-fi and AV demonstration 
rooms, including LaserDisc and Projection TV. 

Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Denon, JBL, 
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL, 
Revolver, Role!, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and 
many more. Laser Disc to projection TV. Part 
exchange especially welcome. All major credit 
cards and interest- free credit on many items. 
Open Mon-Sat 1 Oam- 5.30pm. 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(01223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Arcam, Rote!, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free install, 
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 
Open 9-5.30. lil'oilili1 

CHESHIRE 
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 
(01244) 344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi from 
Arcam, Audiolab, Linn, Michell, Nairn, Rega, 
Rote!, Royd, Ruark, Teac and many more. Multi 
room systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demon­
stration facilities, home demonstrations and 
installations a pleasure. We offer the best prod­
ucts, the best service and the best sounds. Open 
Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by appointment. 

ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. (01625) 
582704. For the very best in hi-fi separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio, 
interest free credit. Visa, Access. Home trial. 

lil'oilili1 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Ad, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. lil'oilili1 

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ (01244) 345576. All that's best in Hi-R 
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to surt all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. lil'oilili1 

CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
1 0-6. 3 de m rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 
cards. Total absence of bull-*. lil'oilili1 

CONGLETON HI-FI, 1 /1 a Duke St, Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 tAP. (01260) 297544. Arcam, 
B&W, Canon, Denon, Epos, Kef, Linn, Miller & 
Kreisel, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, 
Yamaha, etc. Superb single speaker demo facili­
ties, 3 listening rooms with one dedicated to 
Home Cinema. No appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation. 2 year guarantee on all 
equipment. Access, Visa. Credit facilities available 
on request. Open Man-Sat. lil'oilili1 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington, WA1 3NU. Phone 
(01925) 828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the 
widest range of high quality hi-fi  in the 
Northwest. Family business est. 35 years. 3 dem 
rooms, ind home cinema, home trials; deliveries 
throughout NW; Access, Visa, Credit Facilities. 
Open 1 0-6; 6 days. Send for free map and/or 
5 page sale list lil'oilili1 

HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 0161 929 0834. Open 
Mon-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Nairn, Quad, Royd, 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large range of 
quality accessories. On srte service department. 
Installation & delivery. Home demonstrations 
a pleasure. 

THE HI-FI S HOWROOMS, 12A West Str, 
Congleton, Cheshire (01260) 280017. CelesUon, 
Creek, Exposure, Musical Rdelity, Nairn, Project, 
Rote!, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, 
Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem Rooms, Home trial, 
Free install, Service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard 
Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed. 

SWIFT Hi-R, St Ann's Parade, Wilmslow. (01625) 
526213. Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Caste, Celestion, 
Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, 
M-Short, NAD, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rote!, Royd, Teac, 
Thorens, Technics. Open 10.00am-6.00pm. 
Closed Wed. Dem room, Service Dept., Free 
Parking. NO PRESSURE! Est: 1969 lil'oilili1 

WILMSLOW AUDIO Wellington Close, Dept HFC, 
Parkgate Trading Estate, Knutsford, Cheshire 
WA16 8DX. Tel (01565) 650605. Fax (01565) 
650080. A wide range of hi-fi equipment, .drive 
units and loudspeakers. ATC, Celestion, Cotes, 
Dynaudio, Jordan, KEF, More!, Peerless, RCL, 
Scanspeak, Seas, Volt. Over 30 kits available. 
4 Dem rooms, no appt necessary. Please send for 
free catalogue. Major credit cards accepted. 
Closed Mondays. 

CLEVELAND 

ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Red car, Cleveland TS1 0 3AN. 01642 480723. 
Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Denon, Harman­
Kardon, JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink 
Triangle, Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Teac, 
Thorens, Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. 
Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. Interest free 
credit. 
GILSON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road,­
Middlesbrough. (01642) 248793. Exposure, 
Arcam, Mission, Denon, Marantz, NAD, Rote!, 
Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. 
Micromega, Rei. Demonstration facilities in main 
shop and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, appt nee, 
home trial faciltties, free install. on request, ser­
vice department. Access, Visa, HP. 1 0-5 - 6 days. 

CORNWALL 
RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking 
Mill, Camborne, Cornwall TR14 8NJ. (01209) 
71 0777/612260. Audio Note, Audio Innovations, 
Impulse, TDL, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
SME, Micromega, Pro-jekt, Harman Kardon, 
Triangle. Parasound, Analysis, Macintosh, Monitor 
Audio, J.P.W., JBL, Klipsch, Sugden, XLO, 
Audioquest, Sonic Link, Rote!, Kinshaw, Integral 
Demo room/ showroom and special home dems. 
Appts nee, home trial, free install, service dept. 
All cards, switch and transax. Open Man-Sat 
9.30-5.30. Please see advert in Dealer Guide. 

DEVON 
CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (01803) 606863. 
Where you can compare a range including 
Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Creek, 
Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rote!, Sony etc. Two 
dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 18ft.) Free 
installation. Free delivery up to 15 miles. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Credit facilities. 
9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-6.00 Sat. 



RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street, SI T homas, 
Exeter, EX4 1 AL. Tel 01392 218895 (Contact 
Peter Smith). Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, 
carefully selected to offer outstanding sound and 
picture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who 
care about what they sell and have the ability 
and knowledge to demonstrate the differences. 
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part­
exchange facilities available. � 
RADFORDS, 107 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, PL 1 
1 PA. Tel 01752 226011 (Contact Col in Massey). 
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected 
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality, 
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what 
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. � 

DORSET 

DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. (01202) 764965. B&O, 
castle, canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target, 
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart. Various credit facilrties available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 

"tiiiKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open 
at: 128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth. 
(01202) 751522. For details see main entry 
under Somerset. 
SUTTONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. 01202 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, .2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free Installations. Open 
Man-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. � 

DOVER 
JOHN MARLEY HI Fl CENTRES LTO, DOVER HI 

Fl, 43 High Street, Dover. (01304) 207562. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics. A/V Dem Room. Full service depart­
ment. Man-Sat 9-5.30. Free installation. Credit to 
£1000. Access, Visa, Switch, Electron. 
Established 24 years. Expert advice. Friendly ser­
vice. 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325) 
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 
3 years guarantee. Free delivery and simple 
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home 
cinema specialist. � 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Rd, Gants Hill, 
llford, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tel: (0181) 518 0915, Fax 
(0181) 554 8463. Great Hi-Fi from Area m, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Micromega, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues/Thur/Fri 
10-7, Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year 
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstra­
tions. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on 
selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema 
specialists. BADA Bonded. � 
BRENTWOOD HI-FIDELITY, 2 lngrave Rd, 
Brentwood, Essex, CM15 SAT. (01277) 221210. 
Fax (01277) 261175. Audio Innovations, Aura, 
AR, Castle, Cable Talk, Chord Electronics, Denon, 
DNM, EAR., Lumley Reference, Marantz, Micro­
mega, Musical Technology, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Project, Quad, Ruark, 
Shearne Audio, Systemdek, Tannoy & Tannoy 
Definition, TDL. Single speaker demonstration 
room, home trials, home demonstrations (high 
end), Dolby Pro Logic and Multi Room installa­
tions, Monday-Saturday 9.30-5.30 (Closed 
Tuesdays and Sundays) AccessNisa/Switch. 

- Service facilities and 0% finance available 
through Lombard Tricity. � 

HOME CI N E M A  STUDIO,  5 E a s t  Street,  
Colchest er, E s s e x  COt 2 T X .  Te l  01206 
796096.  S u r r o u n d  S o u n d  Specia l is ts .  
Dedicated Home Cinema demonstration room. 
Brands include Canon, Jamo, J.V.C., Kef, 
Onkyo, Pioneer. Home demonstrations by 
arrangement. Free local delivery. Service 
workshop on premises. Visa & Mastercard 
accepted. Credit facilities available. Interest 
free credit available on selected items. Open 
Mon-Sat, 9.00am-5.30pm. 
PRO-MUSICA, 6 Vineyard SI, Colchester, Essex. 
Tel (01206) 577519. Roksan, Nairn, Rega, 
Micromega, Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rotel, Denon, 
Ruark, Royd, Epos, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Factory, Chord Company, Audio Tee, Audio 
Technica, Mana Acoustics, Shahinian, 
Dynavector, Neat. Open 1 0-6 Mon-Sat. 
RAYLEIGH HI-F I, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex. (01268) 7797621747571. 216 Moulsham 
St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (01245) 
265245. 132-134 London Road, Southend-on­
Sea. (01702) 435255. A&R, Audiolab, Gyrus, 
Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz,Meridian, Mission, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Royd. 0% finance. 
Excellent audio visual range, home cinema Dolby 
Pro-Logic, multi-room specialist. � 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, 
Gloucester. (01452) 300046. All that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all 
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. � 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL52 2RQ. (01242) 583960. Fax 
(01242) 226435. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, 
Audiolab, Aura, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Quad, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. 
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on 
Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected items. 
Listening room. BADA Bonded. � 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey 
entry. 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG21 1AS. (Ot256) 24311. Fax 
(01256) 24430. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, Nairn, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. lues-Sat 9-5.30. Trained 
staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-R. Free delivery & 
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home 
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. Listening room. BADA 
Bonded. � 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (01 703) 
252827/265232. 3 hi-li and 2 home 
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios. 
'Winner for Southern England Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Dealer Awards.' Projection TV with 8' Screen. 
Thurs late eve, closed Man (except in Dec). 
2-year guarantee, service dept. on site, large free 
car park, junctions 4 (M27 /M3), 5(M27), 12(M3), 
13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. BADA 
Bonded. � 
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-li, home cinema 
and multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology, 
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, 
Miller & Kreisel, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, 
Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco, 
Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open 
lues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, 
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. � 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, ATC , 
Audiolab, Audion, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Exposure, KEF, Marantz, Michi, 

Micromega, Mission, Musical Technology, 
Nakamichi, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sheame, Stax, Systemdek, TDL., Yamaha 
and others. Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. 
Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. � 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD , 101 St Albans Rd, 
Watford, Herts. (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 
230798 Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, 
Base, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland, 
Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, 
Professional Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus 
Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio. 
Credit available, 100 yards from Watford Junction 
station. Open lues-Sat 10-5:30 (Thursday open 
until 8pm). � 
AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortlord, 
Herts CM23 2DW (01279) 506576. 930-5.30 open 
6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Nairn, Quad, 
Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, Marantz, 
ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit. � 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBIANS 6 Market Place, St. 
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. 
Hertfordshire's premier Hi-R/AudioVisual special­
ists est. 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstrahon 
suite. Whether your needs are large or small, we 
stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon, 
Musical Fidelity, Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer, 
Nokia, REL, JVC, JBL, TDL, KEF, Mission, Ruark, 
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning 
service, free delivery and basic installation. Full 
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. � 
HALEY AUDIO ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertford SG13 ?PG. Tel (01992) 442425, lax 
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in 
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with cof­
fee or something from the bar. Demonstrations 
include Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound 
with the guaranteed deepest, tightest bass avail­
able. Choose your hi-li (top valves and MOS­
FETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic domestic environ­
ment. Brands include; REL, AC Magnum, CR 
Devs, Rotel, Celestion, Micromega, Lumley 
Reference, Acoustic Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic 
Link, Harmon, etc. We deliver anywhere in the UK 
for home audition, or mail order, Access, Visa etc. 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (01582) 764246, Fax 
(01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, 
A VI, Bang & Olufsen, Base, Castle, Chord Co, 
Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Technology, NAD, Nairn Audio, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, TDL. Single Speaker 
Demonstration room. Free installation. Service 
dept. Access, Visa, Switch. Open 9am-5.30pm 
Mon-Sat. � 

HUMBERSIDE 
ZEN AUDIO FIDELITY George St, Hull. Tel 01482 
587397. Probably the best selechon of Hi-R on 
the East coast. Authorised agents for Arcam, 
Audiolab, Audio Innovations, Audion, Aura, Audio 
Technica, Audio Note, Alchemist, Alphason, 
Audioquest, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk, The 
Chord Company, D.P.A., Densen, Denon, DNM, 
E.A.R., Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, 
Heybrook, Infinity, Impulse, IXOS, JBL, Jamo, 
JPW, KEF, Keswick Audio Research, Michell, 
Micromega, Mordaunt-Short, Musical 
Technology, Myryad Systems, NAD, Neat, Onix, 
Onkyo, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pink Triangle, Projekt, 
QED, REL, Revolver, Redekho, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Shearne Audio, SME, Sugden, Spender, Sonic 
Link, Systemdek, Target, TEAC, Thorens, TDL, 
Tube Technology and many more. Home trial 
facilities, Personal, friendly service. Open Man­
Sat, 1 Oam-5.30pm. 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual 
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure.Open Man-Sat, Appointment Service or 
just pop in. Tel: 01233 624441. � 
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, 
Kent. (0181) 304 3272. Pioneer, Technics, 
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Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, 
Wharledale, B&W. Separate dem room, no appt 
nee. Free installation. Service Dept. Instant credit 
facilities. 9.30-5.30. No early dosing. 
LINN STUDIO, 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent, 
CT17 9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 
240135. Sondek LPt2•, Knekt•, Karik•, Kairn•, 
Klout•, Kremlin•, Keltik•, Kaber•, Keiledh•, 
Numerik•, Tukan•, Wakonda•, Majik•, Mimik•, 
LKtoo•, Ekos•, Kudos•, Arkiv•, Brilliant•, Lingo•, 
Valhalla•, Sekrit', Aktiv• . . .  Dream systems for 
everyone from £2000 to £30000+. A new dealer­
ship from a specialist family business, estab­
lished in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities. 
Multi-room specialist. 
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (01303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, 
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, 
Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free local 
install. No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, 
Diners, Visa, Access, lnt free credit, Instant credit. 
Mon-Sat 9-6. � 
V J HI-FI, 119 High Street Margate. (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry . lli1i1illl 

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 131 Friargate, Preston, 
Lanes PR! 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057 Fx (01772) 
562731. All that's best in Hi-R carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable 
staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credrt facilities with interest free 
on selected items. lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 
Closed Mon. � 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 5EW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. 
Fax (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W, Mission Gyrus, 
Marantz, Harman Kardon, Quad, KEF, Sonus 
Faber, Roksan, Aura, Copland, Pink Triangle, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Rotel, Technics, 
Michell and more too numerous to mention. 
2 Dem rooms. We can demonstrate deliver and 
install. Credit Facilities. All cards taken, 6 days 
9.30-5.30 � 
USTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0116) 262 
3754 Fax (0116) 262 3758. Arcam, Audiolab, Gable 
Talk. Chord Go, Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Kef, 
Linn, Micromega, Nakamichi, Onix, Rotel, Royd. 
Multi-room specialist. 4 Dem Rooms. 
Home demonstrations, free installation. Open 6 days 
10.00- 5.30. � 
SOUND ADVICE, The Factory, Duke SI, 
Loughborough LE11 1 EO. (01509) 218254. 
Arcam, Chord Company, Dynavector, JPW, 
Musical Technology, Nairn, Nakamichi, Rega, 
Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, Well Tempered, Yamaha. 
3 demonstration areas, no appts necessary, free 
installation, service department. Lombard credit 
charge, Access, Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 
9.30-5.30. 
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel (0116) 2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097. 
Yamaha, Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, 
Cerwin Vega, Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL, Rotel, 
Celestion, Jamo and many more. We are A.V. 
specialists, 2 dem rooms. We can demonstrate, 
deliver & install. Credit facilities and all cards 
taken. 6 days 9.30-5.30. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
BOSTON HI-FI CENTRE, 65a Wide Bargate, John 
Adams Way, Boston, Lines PE21 6SG. (01205) 
365477. Denon, Quad, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Onyoko, Marantz, NAD, Castle, Tannoy, Rogers, 
etc. Separate demo studio. Home trial. Free 
installation. Access, Visa. lues-Sat 9-5pm. 
STAMFORD HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. (01780) 62128. 
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, Rotel, 
NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all major 
speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, compara­
tor demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange 
Hi-R purchased for cash. No appointments nec­
essary, home trial facilities, free installation, ser­
vice department. Mastercard, Visa & credit 
charge, finance available. Man-Sat 9-5.30pm, 
closed Thursdays. 
SUPERFI, 271A High Sir, Lincoln LN2 1JG. 
(01522) 520265. See main entry under 
Nottinghamshire for full details. 



LONDON 
AUDITORIUM, 119 Middlesex St, Bishops Gate, 
London E1 7 JF. Tel: 0171-247 5000; Fax 0171-
247 0990. 2 mins walk from Liverpool St station. 
Friendly and professional advice on all your hi-li, 
home cinema and television requirements. 
Experienced engineers for all your multi-room 
and multi-broadcast installation needs. Range 
includes Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Gyrus, Denon, 
KEF, Micromega, Mission, Nairn Audio, Neat 
Acoustics, Pioneer, REL, Shahinian. Mon-Fri 
1 0.30am-7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-4.00pm. 
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1SQ. (0171) 794-7848, Fx (0171) 
431-3570. Great hi-fi from Arcam, Audiolab, 
B&W, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, Nakamichi, Rote!, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 10-6. Late Thurs 
until 8.00. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi­
Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected items. 
2 listening rooms. BADA bonded. lllili1.i1 
BILLY VEE SOUND SY STEMS, 248 Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 0181-318 
5755/0181-852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, 
Linn, Mission, Gyrus, Nairn, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept, home trial facilities, 
lnt. free credit, instant credit. Access, Visa. Open 
Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. lllili1.i1 
THE CORNFL AKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street 
Fitzrovia, London W1P 1HH. Tel 0171-631 0472, 
Fax 0171-436 7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, 10-7 
Thurs. The specialists for the highest quality of 
sound, for one room or many more. Friendly 
advice, full delivery and installation service 
available. 2 listening rooms (appointments 
preferred), service department. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Switch. Worldwide mail order service. 
Brands include; ATC, AVI, Arcam, Mark 
Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Nakamichi, Rega, Royd, 
Audio Alchemy and many more ... We are simply 
the best CORNFLAKE SHOP in the world. 
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London N1. 0171-226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90."0ne of the 5 best hi-li shops in the 
world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem 
rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR 
APPOINTMENT. lllili1.i1 
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1 EH. Tel: 0171 223 111 0. ESTAB­
LISHED 31 years. Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dual, 
Gemini, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, Jamo, 
Kenwood, NAD, Ortofon, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Wharfedale, etc. Appts 
nee, Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 
Open 1 0-6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Line 0171-
580 3535 24 hour, tax 0171-436 4733. Agencies 
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Gastle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rote!, Sheame, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening 
rooms, 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and 
simple installation (M25 periphery), home cinema 
specialist. lllili1.i1 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston­
upon-Thames. (0181) 943 3530. For full details 
see entry under SURREY. lllili1.i1 
I<.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London, 
W1 M 7LH. (0171) 486 8262/63. Fax (0171) 487 
3452. Most established brands stocked. Two Hi­
Fi and two Home Cinema dem' studios Appts nee 
Home trial. Free installation. Service dept. Major 
credit cards. Interest free credrt usually available 
- ask for details. Man-Sat 1 0-6pm. (late night 
Thurs till ?pm) 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1 P 
9AD. Tel: 0171-323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, 
JVC, Phil ips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, 
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. Appts 
required. Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Open Man-Sat 9-6. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD. 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HA8 7 JX. 0181-952 5535, tax 0181-
951 5864. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD. 45 High Street,  
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. 0181-569 5802, 
lax 0181-569 6353. 

DEALER 
Directory 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. 0171-497 
1346, lax 0171-497 9205. Main authorised deal­
ers for over 100 manufacturers. Interest free 
credit, anywhere in the UK, subject to status. 
Demo rooms including big screen TVs. Repairs 
and service. Open all week including Sundays. 
Home cinema specialist. Mail order worldwide. 
Part exch. Musical Images club. 
ORANGES & L EMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel 0171-924 2040/3665. Juicy 
fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-li/home 
cinema retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just 
pop in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient ser­
vice, free home installation, credit cards, 0% 
finance available, plus all the very best from: 
Cable Talk, Chord Go, Demion, Denon Lifestyle, 
Epos, Micromega, NAD, Nairn, QED Multiroom, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rote!,  Royd, Ruark, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, with more to come. 
The innovative Audio/Visual retailer. 
SON ET L UMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd, 
London W 1  P 9PA (next to Goodge St 
Underground station.) Tel 0171 580 9059. Superb 
demonstration rooms (appointment preferred) 
and home demonstrations. B&O, Linn, Nairn, 
Rega, Micromega, Amex, Diners, Access, Visa. 
Credit facilities available - details on request. 
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. 0171-624 8855, Fax 0171-624 
5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, Mission/Gyrus, 
Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, 
Yamaha, Nakamichi, NAD, Sonus Faber, B&O etc. 
Single speaker dem room, AV demos. Multiroom. 
Service dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 
Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat. lllili1.i1 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater, 
London (Off Queensway) W2 4AH 0171 229 2077 
Open Tues-Sat 10.30-6.30. 

UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTO- CHISWICK W4, 
109 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 2ED 
Voice 0181 400 5555 
Fax 0181 400 5550 
email 1 00614.3026@compuserve.com 
Good Hi-Fi systems from £800 
Home cinema 
Multi-room sound systems 
Authorised dealer Linn, Nairn etc 
Home trial and installation 
30 day free upgrade scheme 
Part exchange 
Interest free credit 
Service department 
Tuesday - Saturday 1 Oam to 6pm 
Bada bonded lllili1.i1 

ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 0181 688 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, KEF 
Reference, Lexicon, Meridian, Micromega, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rote!, Sony, Tannoy, and 
large range of AV equipment. S2 Air Conditioned 
Demo Rooms. in a more casual environment. 
Service department. The UK's leading home 
cinema centre. Man-Sat 9.30-6.00. Access, Visa, 
Switch & instant credit up to £1000 subject to 
statuS: 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL 1 
3LQ. Tel: (0161) 633 2602 Fax: (0161) 633 2502. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Rote!, Royd, Mission, 
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, 
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. Record 
club. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open 
Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 5.30, 8pm on Thurs. 

lllili1.i1 
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill, Manchester 
M4 1EY. Tel 0161 834 6700. Technics, Kenwood, 
Pioneer, Aiwa, Marantz, Mission, B&W, 
Wharfedale, JBL, Thorens, Panasonic, etc. New 
demonstration room. TV video, surround sound, 
AV systems, service dept, free delivery. Access, 
Visa, Switch finance. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 St Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rote!, Tannoy, 
Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 2 dem 
rooms. No pressure! lllili1.i1 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
EN2 OPW. (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Rotel, Yamaha & 
many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free 

delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 
Interest Free Credit on selected items. 2 listening 
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BAIDA bonded. 

lllili1.i1 
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, Harrow. 
(0181) 863 0938. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Quad, Rote!, Tannoy, 
Thorens, Yamaha. etc. lllili1.i1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTO, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel. (0181) 
892 7613. Fax (0181) 892 7749. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Audio Research, Audio Alchemy, B&W, 
Bose, Copland, Castle, Denon, Dual, Krell, KEF, 
Meridian, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Musical 
Fidelity, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Martin 
Logan, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Rote!, Sony, 
Sonus Faber, Tannoy, Theta, Wilson, Yamaha. 
Appointments recommended. Finance available. 
All major credit cards accepted. Mon-Sat 10-6, 
Thurs 10-7 lllili1.i1 

UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTD - UXBRIDGE, 
278 High Street, Uxbridge, Middx. UB8 1 LQ 
Voice 01 895 465 444 
Fax 01 895 465 440 
email 1 00614.3026@compuserve.com 
Good Hi-Fi systems from £800 
Home cinema 
Multi-room sound systems 
Authorised dealer Linn, Nairn etc 
Home trial and installation 
30 day free upgrade scheme 
Part exchange 
Interest free credit 
Service department 
Monday - Saturday 1 Oam to 6pm 
Bada bonded lllili1.i1 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere 
Road, Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. 0121-354 
2311. Audio lnnovabons, aura, B&O, B&W, Castle, 
Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, 
Harman Kardon, QED. Single speaker demo, 
appts preferred, service available, installations, 
B&O link install, home trials. Access, Visa, inter­
est free credit available subject to status. 
9.30-6pm, 6 days. lllili1.i1 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon 
Street, Coventry. Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203 
631403. Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Atacama, 
Aura, Arcam, Audio Quest, Alphason, Apollo, 
Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Castle, Canon, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Dual Foundation, 
Heybrook, IXOS, Kef Reference, JBL, JPW, Jamo, 
Kenwood, Laser Disc Marantz, Meridian, Monitor 
Audio, Micromega, Mission, Michell Gyrodek, 
Monster, Mordaunt Short, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, NAD, Ortofon, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
Pioneer Polk Audio, Quad, QED, REL, Rega, 
Revolver, Rogere, Rote!, Royd, Sennheiser 
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Technics, Tannoy, 
Thorens, TDL, Van Den Hul, Wessex, Yamaha. 
Much Much More in Store on 3 Floors 4000 SO 
Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo Rooms of the 
very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 AN Demo Rooms. Nice 
staff Nice Coffee. Appts Nee. Service Dept. Free 
Install & Home Trial. All Credit facilities. Plus 
Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Saturday. lil'o1!l'o1 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. (0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi·Fi and still the best in the 
Midlands. We sell great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe 
Television. Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open lues­
Sat 1 0.00-5.30. lllili1.i1 
MUSIC MATIERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 8DL. (0121) 429 2811. Rote!, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, Exposure, 
Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Musical Rdelrty, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monrtor 
Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo 
rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free installa­
tion, service dept. Access, Visa, instant credit up to 
£1000, interest free credit available. Tue- Thur 10.30-
6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. Branches also at: 93-95 
Hobs Moat Road, Soihull, W Midlands 892 HJI. 0121· 
742 0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, 
w Midlands o1a ns. (01384) 444184. lllili1.i1 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall, W. Midlands (01922) 493499/473499. 
Please see entry under BIRMINGHAM. llii1iii1 
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NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel 
(01379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art 
Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, AVI, OPA, 
EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, SME, Tube 
Technology. Full demonstration facilities including 
evenings. Appts recuired, free installabon, home trial 
facilities. Open Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9·5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, 
Lowestoft, NR33 OJL. Tei/Fax 01502 582 853. 
Please see main entry under SUFFOLK. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHE. (01508) 
570829. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Cabletalk, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, 
Nairn, Nakamichi, Sound Organisation, Rote!, 
Royd, Spendor, TDL, etc. 2 comprehensive dem 
rooms. Home trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, 
HP facilities. Tues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30. lllili1.i1 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School lane, Kettering, 
Northants. (01536) 310855. Aura, B&W, 
Heybrook, Rote!, Yamaha, Onkyo, Nad, Pioneer, 
Marantz, Kenwood, Kef, Shearne, Sugden, Teac, 
Muscial Tech, JBL, Harman Kardon, Rogers and 
many more. Home trial, free instal., service dept. 
Access, Visa, cred� facs. 9.30-5 .30pm. 
L ISTEN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton. 
(01604) 37871 (Fax) (01604) 601430. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Neat, Creek, Quad, Denon etc. 
2 Dem Rooms. lllili1.i1 

NOTTINGHAM 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time purchas­
er and the seasoned audiophile with the same 
high level of care and interest. Our aim is long 
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with 
quality impartial advice, quality back up and ser­
vice and genuine interest in your needs. We have 
an established reputation for achieving sound 
quality benchmarks with innovation. We have an 
extensive range of carefully selected agencies. 
We are open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. 
Visa I Mastercard I Amex. Deliveries nationwide 
and worldwide. Extensive second hand stock. 
Components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for 
more information. Tei/Fax (0)115 9813562. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0115) 9786919. T h e  
area's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). 
Two superb demo rooms, easy free parking. 
Stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, 
Kenwood, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission-Gyrus, 
Michell ,  NAD, Nakamichi, Rote!, Tannoy, 
Sennheiser. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30. lllili1.i1 
PETER EL L IS AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newark, 
Nottingham, NG24 1AD (0636 704571) Quad, 
Castle, Arcam, Audio Innovations, JVC, QED, 
Sugden, Tannoy, TDL, Thorens, Marantz, Denon, 
Teac. Demo room, Free install ,  Service 
Department. Home cinema dem room. Home trial 
facilities. Switch, American Express, Access. 
Visa, Mon-Sat 9·5:30 Close at 1:OOpm on 
Thursday. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. 
(01491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, Technics, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Marantz, Sony, 
Yamaha, Oenon, Dual, Mission, TDL, Tannoy. 
Home trial, free installation. Service dept. Access, 
Visa, Am ex, Diners. Instant credit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, 
Sat 9-5. Records & COs stocked. 
AUDIO T, 1 9 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford 
OX3 9HS. (01865) 65961, Fax (01865) 60415. Great 
Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Kef, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Pioneer, 
Rote!, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha & many more. 
Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. Late Thurs to 8.00. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free deliv­
ery & installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home 
Cinema specialists. BADA bonded. 

lllili1.i1 
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 
BLR. (01295) 272158. Arcam, Heybrook, Mission, 
Quad, Denon, Linn Products, NaimAudio, N.A.D., 
Nakamichi. For sensible unbiased advice, call 
Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb demo facili· 
ties. No appts nee, service dept, free install, 
home trial. Accessi/Visa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 
1 0-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. lllili1.i1 



OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. (01865) 790879 
lax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, Spendor, Aura, 
Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. Demo room. Home 
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access, 
Amex, Visa. 10-6 Man-Sat. llli!i1i1 

·RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown, 
Oxford, OX2 7 JR. Tel 01865 511241.(Contact 
Mark Franks) Premier HiR & Home Cinema, care­
fully selected to offer outstanding sound and pic­
ture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who 
care about what they sell and have the ability and 
knowledge to demonstrate the differences. 
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part: 
exchange facilities available. llli!i1i1 
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George SI, Oxford. 
Tel: (01865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, Denon, Epos, 
Kef, Infinity, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio, 
Nakamichi, Nairn, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Solid, 
TDL, Yamaha. Open 1 0-5pm. Dem room. Closed 
Thur. Access/Visa 

SHROPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Oogpole, Shrewsbury. 
(01743) 241924. One of the largest ranges of 
quality hi-li/audio visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Epos, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Nad, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel. Comfortable listening 
room, home installation, specialist workshop and 
service department. AccessNisa/Switch/Amex 
and low cost finance from £350 up to £15,000. 
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. (01935) 79361, 
Fax (01935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. 
Nairn, Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC, 
AVI, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. Dedicated 
listening lounge, for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Appts not usually nee. but best 
to phone first. Home trial facilities on request, 
free installation, service department. Instant 
credit, Access & Visa, etc.9-5.30 closed 
Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-FllTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on­
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 300. (01283) 533655. 
Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, Cabletalk, 
Castle, Denon, JPW, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Pink 
Triangle, Pioneer, Polk, Systemdek, SME, TDL, 
Yamaha. Home cinema and hi-fi demo rooms, 
appts nee on Sat, Service dept Access, Visa, 
interest free credit available, subject to status. 
Open Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30pm. llli!i1i1 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk - see 
main entry under Norfolk. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, 
Lowestoft, NR33 OJL. Tei/Fax 01502 582 853. 
Arcam, Castle, Denon, Marantz, Michell, Moth, 
Ortofon, Pioneer, Project, Quad, Revolver, Rotel, 
Royd, Sugden, Triangle, Yamaha, Grundig, Nokia 
AN, plus amazing Rothwell amps. Separate 
Demo room; 10-6.30 Tues-Fri, 5.30 Sats.  
All main credit cards. Home trial. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. llli!i1i1 
BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury St  
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1 RG. Tel (01284) 724337. 
Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD, Marantz, 
Meridian, Monitor Audio, Michell, Musical Rdelity, 
Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, 
Target, van den Hul, etc. Single Speaker Room. 
No appointments necessary. Home trial lac. Free 
Installation. Access, Visa, Switch. 9.30-6pm 
Mon-Sat. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
(01473) 217217.Established nearly 20 years. 
Easy parking, dem room. Mon-Sat 9.30-6. Quad, 
Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, Nakamichi, 
Audiolab, Technics, NAD, TDL, Celestion, Mission 
and B&W. llli!i1i1 

SURREY 
INFlDEUTV, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston 
Upon T hames, Surrey. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. 
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn 
Audio, Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, TEAC. 
Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, free 
installation, service dept. Major credit cards. 
Closed Mon, Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6. llli!i1i1 
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 43Y. 
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm 
Authorised dealer for:- Linn, Meridian, Rega, 
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Mission/Gyrus, Arcam, Quad, Audiolab, KEF, Rotel, 
NAD, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, TDL, Nakamichi, 
EPOS, Target, Stands Unique. Home Cinema & 
HiFi Demonstration rooms, Free parking, Delivery 
& Installation service. Service department on the 
premises. llli!i1i1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. 
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. llli!i1i1 
ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. (01483) 61049. Castle, Creek, Oenon, 
Marantz, Micromega, Pioneer, Rogers, Ruark, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL. Demonstration facilities 
available, no appointment necessary. Free instal­
lation. Service department. AccessNisa. Instant 
credit up to £1,000 subject to status. Monday­
Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by appointment. 
SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd, 
Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. 0181-654 1231/2040. 
Linn Nairn, Quad, Meridian, Audiolab, Mission, 
Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem 
rooms including AV room. Service dept, free 
install, home trial facilities, appointments 
advisable. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free credit, 
instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed 
Wed. Service dept. lllili1i1 
SURBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, 
Kingston-Upon- T hames, Surrey. (0181) 546 
5549. Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, 
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, 
Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-5.00 
Mon-Sat. Service dept. 
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St, Godstone, Surrey RH9 
8LS. (Just off M25), Free Parking. Closed 
Wednesdays. Tel (01883) 744755, Home Cinema 
on demo. Atacama Stands, Audiolab, Beyer 
Dynamic headphones, Base, Cabletalk, Denon, 
JPW, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, Quad, Oued Oudos Cable, REL, 
Seismic Sink, Sennheiser, Sound Style, Tannoy, 
Target, T DL, T horens, Van den Hul cables, 
Yamaha. Interest free credit available. For direc­
tions please see our advert in the Dealer Guide. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street 
(Opposite Waitrose), New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 
4BY. Tel (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi  fi and 
home cinema brands on show with 3 hi fi PLUS 3 
home cinema demonstration rooms fully 
equipped at New Maiden. Knowledgeable staff. 
Free car parking. Open Sundays. llli!i1i1 
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon CR2 
6AA. 0181 688 2093. See main entry under 
London. 

SUSSEX(EAST) 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 
4JE. (01273) 609431. Hi-li, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Denon. KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, 
Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sony, Sound 
Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 
dem rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony!Hi-R News Best Southern Dealer. llli!i1i1 
JEfFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. (01323) 31336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-li, home cinema and multi­
room specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer, 
Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Miller & 
Kreisel, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, Rega, 
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser, 
Sony, Sound Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, 
Yamaha. Two demonstration rooms. Open rues­
Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, cred­
it facilities. W inner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. llli!i1i1 
THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. (01273) 775978. Arcam, ATC, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Marantz, Micromega, 
Mission, Neat Acoustics, Proceed, Rega, Rotel, 
Yamaha. Single speaker demonstration room, 
home trial available, no appts required, service 
dept, free installation. Access, Amex, Visa, 
Interest free credit. Open 1 0-6pm llli!i1i1 
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SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tei/Fax (01342) 314569. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Gyrus, Epos, Kef, Linn, 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Nakamichi, Quad, Rega, 
Rei, Sony, Yamaha & more. Listening room, 
installation, multi room design, service dept. 
Credit cards and credit facilities 9.30-6.00 Man­
Sat late by appointment. lllili1i1 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. (01903) 
264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free local 
parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, Denon, 
Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, Teac, Technics, 
T horens, and many more in 4 Dem Rooms. 
Systems, Hi-R and Home Cinema. Service Dept., 
Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa, 
instant credit to £1 000 subject to status. 
CHICHESTER HI Fl, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, W. 
Sussex P019 1 SJ. Tel: (01243) 776402. Linn, 
Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon, 
Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (dosed Mon). 

llli!i1i1 
PHASE 3 HIFI, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. T he 
South's leading Hi-R specialists. Premise facilities 
include listening rooms and dedicated 'Home 
Cinema' demonstration rooms. Adcom, Arcam, 
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, 
Reference, Kenwood, Lexicon, Marantz, Meridian, 
Monitor Audio, NAD, Shearne, Spendor, Tannoy, 
Thorens, Yamaha. llli!i1i1 

WARWICKSHIRE 
FRANK HARVEV HIFI, 163 Spon Street, Coventry, 
Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 01203 525200. 
Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Musical Rdelity, Marantz, 
Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, KEF. Open 9:30-
5:30 closed Thursday. llli!i1i1 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby. 
(01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel, 
Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE. 
BE SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no service 
dept, free install, home trial facilities. Access, 
Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. Open 9-
5.30pm Mon-Sat. lll';'li1i1 
THE HI-FI COMPANY, 23a Regent Street, 
Leamington Spa. Tel (01926) 888644. 
A superb range of hi-li and audio-visual equip­
ment. Dedicated hi-li and AV demonstrations. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Oenon, JBL, 
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL, 
Revolver, Rote!, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and 
many more. Part-exchange, especially welcome. 
All major credit cards and interest free credit on 
many items. Open Mon-Sat 1 Oam-5.30pm. 

WILTSHIRE 
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, Swindon, 
Wiltshire SN1 50P. (01793) 539008. Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin Vega, CR 
Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, Micromega, 
Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. AV and single 
speaker demo room. Home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. 10-6 Mon-Sat. 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 
1RA. (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. Great 
Hi-R from Arcam, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nairn, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. Trained 
staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & 
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home 
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home 
Cinema specialists. BADA bonded. llli!i1i1 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
COLORAMA HI-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingfisher 
Centre, Redditch, Wares B97 4EY. (01527) 
597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, Denon, 
TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full Pro-Logic 
products. In-store integrated dem facilities. No 
appts required, service dept. Access, Visa.Open 
9-5.30, closed Thur. 
SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. Tel: (01527) 872460. B&W, 
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, 
Pioneer, Rotel,  Sony, Tannoy and more. 
Comfortable listening lounge for hi-li and AV 
equipment. Free installation. Access & Visa, 
interest free credit. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley Road, 
Worcester WR3 ?HA. (01905) 58046. Audiolab, 
Arcam, Nairn Audio, Rega, Kef, Roksan, Epos, 
Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute Sounds and lots 
more. 4 demo rooms for budget & high-end 
audio. Dedicated DSP room. A ppointments 
required. Free install, service dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners, Switch. Chartered Trust. Mon-Sat 
9.00-5.30 late evenings by appt. 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
H ARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, 
Harrogate, N Yorks. (01423) 504274. One of the 
best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of 
England, including: Lumley valve amplification, 
Audio Research, Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, 
Sonus Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, 
Copland, Tannoy, NAD, Alchemist, Onkyo, Rotel, 
Marantz, Meridian, Lexicon, Project, 
Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home cinema 
dems. Home dems (appts not always reqd.). 
Service dept. All major credit cards accepted. 
Credit facilities available. Open 1 0-6pm. Why? 
Because music matters. lllili1i1 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 ?EO. Tel: (01904) 6271 08. Closed Mondays. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Creek, Meridian, Arcam, 
Denon, Royd, Rotel and other well chosen 
makes. "You can't go wrong - we wouldn't let 
you". llli!i1i1 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 85A. 
(01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden, 
Arcam, Proac, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison valves, 
Impulse Horns, Denson Amplifiers, Apogee, 
Stemfoort, Kinshaw Amplifiers and Phono stages, 
Pink Triangle, Morel Loudspeakers, Heybrook, 
Monrtor Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, 
Michell Turntables, AMC (CD and valves), CR 
Developments (valves), Art Audio (valves), R.E.L. 
Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha and Klipsch 
Home Cinema Pro-Logic Demonstrations, 
Systemdek, Alphason, Target Sonic Link, Chord, 
Audio Quest. Listening room, dems, home trial, 
free delivery and install, 2 year guarantee. Access, 
Visa. 1 0-8pm Mon-Fri, 10-6 Sat. Phone for further 
info. & FREE fact pack. llli!i1i1 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, For friendly advice from 
one of the UK's longest established, truly indepen­
dent audio consultants. Audition some of the 
wands finest equipment. Chord pre-power amps, 
Audio Synthesis, Atacama, Spendor, SP9/1, SP?/1, 
SP1/2, SP2/3. ATC, AVI, Sumo, Castle, Harbeth, 
Chameleon, Bryston, TEAC, Van Den Hul, XLO etc. 
Demonstrations by arrangement in Leeds, or in 
your own home without obligation. For further 
details contact • John Bleakley Phone/Fax 
Leeds (0113) 252 8850 (evening calls welcome.) 
Generous part exchange and second hand 
equipment available. lll';'li1i1 
AUDIOVISION (BRIGHOUSE) LTD, 5 Bethel 
Street, Brighouse, W Yorks HD6 1 JR. (1 mile from 
junction 25, M62) (01484) 713996. Yorkshire's 
experts for the entire range of Technics hi-li 
separates and systems, Panasonic Nicam TV, 
satellite, audio, VCRs and camcorders, Philips 
widescreen TV, CDi and Laserdisc players and 
Yamaha cinema DSP separates. Also, Castle 
Acoustics, Mordaunt -Short, Base, TDL, Cerwin 
Vega and Aiwa hi-li separates. Hi-li, home 
cinema and Dolby ProLogic surround sound 
systems on continuous demonstration. Free 
specialist advice and expert installation. In store 
service dept, Access, Visa, Credit charge. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, LS21 
1AA. (01943) 467689. Nairn, Mission Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, TDL, Micromega, 
Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. Home Cinema, 
dem rooms, int free credit, Visa, Access. Open 
Tues-Sat 9-6pm . llli!i1i1 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church 
St, Huddersfield. Tel: (01484) 544668, Fax: 
(01484) 423140 Also at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, 
Halifax, West Yorks. Tel: (01422) 366832 Fax 
(01422) 349954. B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, 
Rotel, Arcam, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Audio Lab, 
Marantz, Mission, etc. Dem facilities - appoint­
ment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed 
Wed. Free installation, credit facilities. Access, 
Visa. llli!i1i1 
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IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, Wakefield, WF1 
1 QE. Tel: (01924) 200272. Fax: (01924) 200404. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Unn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha 
DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.30pm 

li1ili1i1 
IMAGE HI-A, 8 St Annes Rdad , Headingtey, Leeds, 
LS6 3NX. Tel: 0113 2789374, Fax: 0113 2754252. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Unn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha 
DSP. Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm 

li1ili1i1 
READYVISION LTD, 92-94 Lockwood Road, 
Lockwood, Huddersfiiltd. Tel 01484 532294. 
We've been giVing sound advice and personal ser­
vice for over 20 years. Specialist. main agents sales 
and service. Base, B&W, Dol by, Hitachi, Jamo, JVC, 
KEF, Panasonic, Protogic .surround sound, Sony, 
Technics, Toshiqa. Rug�_range of home cinema 
TV's, Satell�e. Video, Hi-R systems and separates 
all at the lowest prices. Free parking. Free 
delivery and installation. Open Mon-Sat 9-6 
Sunday 11-4pm. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/163 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
(01232) 381296, Fax (01232) 661115. Unn, Nairn, 
Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rote!, Royd, Epos, 
Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free delivery and installa­
tion, service dept. 3 single speaker demo rooms, 
interest free cred� available. Open Man-Sat 10-6, 
late night Thurs. dosed all day Wednesday. 

COUNTY DOWN 
ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping 
Centre, Kings Road. Be�ast. Tel: 01232 402220. 
Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, Samsung, 
Toshiba, Panasonic, and many more. Demos avail­
able, Open Mon-Fri 1 0-8pm Sat 1 0-5pm 

SCOTLAND 

ABERDEEN 
HI-A EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove, Aberdeen, 
AB1 6TD. Tel (01224) 322520. Aiwa, Audio 
Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity, Musical 
Rdel�. Rotel, Roksan, TDL. 2 large single speaker 
dem rooms. Appts necessary after 6.00pm. Home 
trial facilities, Free Installation, Service Department 
Various otters. 3 Yr guarantee. Open 1 0-6.00pm 6 
days. 

AYRSHIRE 
THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St, 
Kilmamock, Ayrshire, KAt 1BA Tel: (01563) 74185, 
tax (01563) 74186. Stockists of Proac, Castle, Audio 
Innovations, Harman Kardon, Sugden, Pink Triangle, 
Rote! etc. Open Mooday to Saturday 9.30 - 5.30, late 
night Thursday til ?pm. Home dems and delivery 
installation service available. Credit facilities also 
available. Contact Kevin for more information and 
directioos. 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel 0131-555 3963. The ooly stockist of the 
lull range of Micromega in Scotland. Plus: DPA, 
Stand unique, Alchemist, Royd, Proac, Audio 
Innovations, Lumley Reference. Tube Technology, 
DNM, B&W, Systemdek, Nottingham Analogue, 
Nakamichi, Rehdeko, Dali, Crimson, Harmon 
Kardon, Goldring, Plus DNM Cables, llny Tubes + 
Designer Hi-Fi furniture. Mon-Sat 1 0-6 by appt. 
Closed Wedn�s·days. All major credit cards 
accepted. Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for 
Directions, more information & product evenings. 
Car parking available. 

GIUGOW 
STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent Street. Glasgow 
G2 5RL. Tel: 0141-2 48,4 0 7 9 ,  Fax: (01555) 
820358. E mail Stereo @ cix.compulink.co.uk. � 
music is important � makes sense to let us help . 
you personally select a system that will su� your 

'
, 

listening tastes and matches your life and home. 
Open 1 0-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday. Interest 
free cred� available. 

STIRLING 

STIRUNG AUDIO, 19 Barnton Street. Stirling, FK8 
1 HF. (01786) 479958. For central Scotland's best 
selection of quality Hi Fi at all prices demonstrated 
and installed to suit your needs. B&W, Aura, 
Crimson, Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz, Thule, 
Rotel, Impulse, Polk, Audio Innovations, Royd, 
Infinity, DNM Reson, NHT, REL, Revolver, 
Micromega, Beyer, Sennheiser, Harman Kardon, 
QLN, Target+ Stands Unique and many more. Plus 
custom cable service + QED multiroom installa­
tion. Contact Barry or John for more information. 
Interest free cred� avalable 

WALES 

awm 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
(01978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Aiwa, 
Arcam, AMC, Base, B&W, Beard, Canoo, Celestion, 
Castle, Gyrus, Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mordaunt­
Short,  Musical Fidelity,  NAD, Nakamichi,  
Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rote!, Rogers, Rega, 
Ruark, Spender, Tannoy, Wharledale, UKD, Yarnaha 
DSP member. Demonstration room, installation 

service. Easy parking and motorway access. 
Access, Visa etc. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
(01222) 228565. All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledge­
able staff, at prices to su� all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, lull cred� facilities w� interest free on 
selected �ems. lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 

li1ili1i1 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St ,  Swansea. 
(01792) 474608.AII that's best in Hi-Fi carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledge­
able staff, at prices to su� all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, lull cred� facilities w� interest free on 
selected �ems. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 

li1ili1i1 
RADFORDS,449-451 Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton, Cardiff CF5 1 JH. Tel 01222 398121 
(Contact Andy Baker) Premier HiFi & Home 

Cinema, carefully selected to offer outstanding 
sound and picture quality, whatever your budget. 
Staff who care about what they sell and have the 
ability and knowledge to demonstrate the differ­
ences. Full workshop, delivery, installation and 
part-exchange facilities available. li1ili1i1 

GWYNEDD 
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High SI, Bangor 
LL51-1 YA. (01248) 370655. Aura, Ya maha, 
Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rotel. Demos 
available, no appts nee, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard 
cred� charge. Man-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio 
Visual Specialists. 
PETERS HI-A Victoria Buildings, Mostyn Avenue, 
Craig-y-don, Uandudno. (01492) 876788. Single 
speaker dem room. Open 9-5.30. Closed Wed. 
See Cheshire branch for details. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

DU BUN 
DUBUN HI-A, 38 Aungier Street. Dublin 2. Tel: (01) 
4785205. Fax: (01) 4785219. We all have two ears 

and one mouth - use them accordingly. We only 
stock the best products, based on performance and 
reliabil� - not reviews or sales patterl Call Mark or 
drop in for a listen. Three single speaker demo 
rooms. Free delivery and installation. Full service 
department. Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6. 

To advertise in this section 
call the Sales Team on 

01]1-6311.433 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOP.IATION 

0 
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ana 
Equipment 

Tables 
� Superb upgrade for 

any hi-li system; like 
changing every 
component and buying 
a new music collection 
into the bargain. 

� Dust-trap par 
excellance; more 
addictive than crack 
cocaine. 

"Now, I can only say 
that until I had the Mana 
equipment table fitted, 
my hi-li system was at 
best half-cocked." 

� L--------------------------------------' 

"Mana Tables are not cheap. But they are essential if 

you want to unlock your system's true potential'' BEST BUY 

Malcolm Steward, Hi-Fi Choice February 1996 

For information on MANA products please contact: 

;iMana �cousttcs 
59 Jubilee Close, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 3TB 

Tellfax: 0181 429 0118 Tel: 0181 868 2788 



152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr. Walsall, West Midlands, WS3 3JT. 

01922 473499/493499 



SHE LOVED HIM, BUT HE LOVED Hl-fl. IT WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE ... 

The award 'Fmest Hi·Fi Magazine m the World', as awarded by the H1·F1 Cho1ce editorial team and all the1r mates , down the pub one evenmg. 

The bumper combined Jul� and August i'>sue; \\ill be coming loa dmL· m mi1gMine stall neM \nu on Fiidil\ 7th June l'.i9o 

Miss it at rour peril 



(e) J ('! (e)\'1 O:}l) 

Ult .. a 
Jazz can be so serious it's funny, but as David Vivian explains, 

it's also the ultimate test of a good hi-fi system. 

Vivian Scene 

T
aking yourself roo seriously isn't 
always a good idea. It can leave 
you at the mercy of sharp­
rongued jokers ready to deflate 

your pomposity at the slightest sign of 
weakness. To a professional comedian, 
then, jazz must look like an over-inflated 
condom popping our of a cabinet minister's 
lapel pocket. If you saw any of the priceless 
'Jazz Club' sketches from the recent BBC 
series The Fast Show, it's doubtful whether 
you'll be a bit! ro look a Chick COL"ea CD in 
the face again. If, indeed, you ever could. A 
handful of sketches were used sparingly 
throughout the series, bur they did speak the 
truth about this part of the music industry. 

If you missed them, allow me to explain. 
Jazz Club spoofed the sort of arty !are-night 
TV slot that Britain's jazz 
revival always threatened 
bur, thankfully, never 
delivered. The principal 
character was a slow-talk­
ing, polo-necked, meda !­
lion-wearing, basin-cut 
host with a penchant for 
stretching superlatives, 
who had found a true 
home for the hushed rev­
erence Bob Harris wasted 
on rock'n'roll in The Old 

Grey Whistle Test during 
the '70s. 

What made Uncle 
Bob's style a cult was its . 
inappropriate tone. The 
very basis of rock is acces­
sibility-it simply didn't warrant the bunny­
toothed one's pseudo-sophisticated whis­
perings. And what made the Fast Show's 

piss-take so inspired was its aptness to the 
subject: the transparent pretension; rhe 
knowing, winking conceit that jazz- and 
especially modern jazz- is an elite society 
open only to rhe truly enlightened. 

Sure, it sounds like four guys playing the 
first thing that comes into their heads at 
breakneck speed bur, hey, we're the jazz 
cognoscenti; we understand. Grrrear. .. 

The ersatz fusion band on the first show, 
the James Nance Quartet, featured James 

ance on Hammond (naturally), Theydon 
Bois on guitar (Paul Whirehouse remark­
ably rolling Larry Coryell, Lee Rirenour, AI 
di Meola and Sreve Khan into one twitch­
ing, bespectacled fretmeisrer), Sid Bellamy 
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on drums and Clam on bass. They played 
"the haunting Buddy Freak melody", 
Desolate Shore. 

"Bur," explained the by-now-smarmily­
smug presenter, "in an inventive new 
arrangement where although it follows rhe 
original32-bar A-A-B-A structure, instead of 
providing an harmonic departure from rhe 
A section, rhe bridge resolves the rising chro­
matic pattern. Wuunderrfull. .. " 

Spot on. As was rhe playing: more chops 
than Sainsbury's. 

For my part, I've always felt guilty about 
liking jazz. All my fears and doubts were laid 
bare on screen. The cultural snobbery and 
pretension, the affectation and hubris, the 
knee-deep bullshir. And it was hilarious. 
My wife- who has never forgiven me fo;· 

If you don't play jazz on decent hi-fi, the origi­

nal 32-bar A-A-B-A structure sounds like this ... 

raking her ro a Chick Corea concert at The 
Royal Festival Hall (when Chick reached 
inside the belly of his piano and started 
plucking the strings, her smouldering irri­

tation turn to amused disbelief) - was 
rolling around on the floor. 

And it's good to laugh. Though The Fast 

Show might not have won Jazz any new fans 
by taking a well-aimed poke at the rampant 
pseudism rhar infects it, ar least I feel a 
whole lot better. 

Truth is, some jazz pundits are much fur­
ther up their own bottoms than even hinted 
at in Jazz Club. Writing about rhe I are Miles 
Davis in the introduction to his otherwise 
solid tomb, jazz, critic John Fordham dis-

penses the following pearl of elucidation:" it 
comes deceptively after a soft, padding dou­
ble-bass statement of the theme So What. As 
it ends, Miles Davis's trumpet solo begins, 
with only two notes, the second an octave 
below the first. The first haunting sound 
hangs on its own in an otherwise empty space 
for a second that seems to go on forever. As 
it dips, the drummer suddenly hits his cym­
bal with a single reverberating blow that 
erupts like a flare over a twilit scene, and the 
jangling rivets sizzle on as Davis's horn eases 
nonchalantly into swing. It sounds both 
inevitable and astonishing at every new hear­
ing. lr is the sound of jazz." 

Nnnniiiiiice ... 
What astonishes me is how many sup­

posed jazz lovers don't own a decent hi-fi. 
Jazz (especially the modern 
sruff) and good hi-fi were 
made for each other. This 
has little to do with cym­
bals erupting like flares 
over twilit scenes.! fear it's 
a bit more basic rh an that. 

Ma n y  o f  t h e  b e s t  
recordings you can buy are 
jazz recordings. Check our 
the ECM and GRP labels 
for conspicuous effort 
here. Jazz virtuosity is top 
value-you get more npm 
(notes per minute) than 
with any other form. The 
hardest rhythms for any 
sound system to portray 
are jazz rhythms. (And 

they're the most satisfying when handled 
correctly.) Jazz drum solos are faster, 
crisper, longer. The best-sounding acoustic 
instrument in the world is the tenor saxo­
phone. The next best is the double bass, 
closely followed by the grand piano - all 
notoriously difficult to reproduce convinc­

ingly. But when they are ... 
I listened ro a densely layered, hugely 

busy Branford Marsalis track for years, and 
ir always made me feel slightly tense and 
uneasy. When I bought a better system, what 
had previously seemed chaotic relaxed into 
focus and made sense.! became more excited 
about both jazz and hi-fi at a single stroke. 

Jazz has more high and low, more fast and 
slow, more going on in the middle. Funny, 
maybe-but nor as funny as the people who 
rake it oh-so-seriously. � 

HI-FJ CHOICE 



TAKE HI-FI SERIOUSLY. 
(UNLIKE CHARLIE) 



I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E N E W 6 0 0 SE R IE S  

Don't believe all that 

you read in the press ... 

just this bit: 
B&W has pulled the stops well and 

truly out for these speakers, and boy 

does the result sound good... the 

60 l 's sound like the voice coils of 

God. Up-to-the-minute design, gold­

plated biwirable sockets they're a 

bargain - magnificent for £200. 

***** 

What Hi-Fi, November 1995 

:-;;_�:'!1 
"' ·- � � :!- ' � 

LISTE N A N D Y O U ' LL S E E 

For details and stockists of the 600 range of loudspeakers, 'phone B&W UK on 01903-750750 



SUSCRIBE TO BI-FI C 
FOR JUST £14.99 

Hi-Fi Choice have long 

recommended Vivanco 

products, and now we're giving them away! 

These excellent, all-purpose headphones are 

typical of the quality we expect 

from Vivanco- and they can be 

yours, FREE, when you subscribe 

to Hi-Fi Choice. 

VIVANCO SRI20 
HEADPHONES 

• RRP £19.95 
• Large earcups 
• 40mm Ferrit systems 
• 20-22.000Hz 

CE 



HI·FI CHOICE SUBSCRIPTION APPLICATION FORM 

YES! I want Hi·Fi Choice sent direct to my door each month 

D Please start my subscription from the next available issue and send me my 
FREE Vivanco headphones or 

D I am already a subscriber, please extend my subscription and send me my 
FREE Vivanco headphones 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
Direct Debit payment D £14.99 every six months (UK only) 
Cheque or Credit/Debit card payment 1 year D UK £29.99 
YOUR DETAILS 

Name 

Address 

Postcode Daytime phone 

YOUR CHOICE OF PAYMENT 
Complete section 0 Direct Debit f) Cheque or E) Credit /Debit card 

0 D I would like to subscribe by Direct Debit for just £14.99 every six months 

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit 

To the manager: Bank name 

Address 

Postcode 

Name of account holder(s) 

Bank sort code UU UU UU Account number UUUUUUUUU 
Originator's identification number [I)[IJ@][]J[]]@] 
Please pay Dennis Publishing Ltd. Direct Debits from the account detailed on jiiiiiii'DIRbE<;:T 
this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. �D e I 't 

Signature(s) Date 

Banks and building societies may not accept direct debit instructions for some types of account 

e D I enclose a cheque for £29.99 made payable to: Dennis Publishing Limited 
E) D Please charge £29.99 to my: 

D Visa D Access/Mastercard D AMEX D Switch (Issue No.___j 

Card Number UUUU UUUU UUUU UUUU UUU 
Expiry date UU UU 

Signed Today's date 

0 Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products 

All gifts subject to availability C607/6 B 

Hi·Fi Choice 
Subscriptions Department 
FREEPOST WD7 
Bristol BS12 OBR 
(This address can also be used on an 
envelope - no stamp required) 

r---------, 
I t 
t t 

:NO STAMP: 
:REQUIRED : 
: IN UK : 
I t 
I t 
I t 
L.---------.J 

IN A HURRY? CALL THE CREDIT CARD HOTLINil NOW 

ON 01454 620070 8.30 AM-7.30 PM 
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