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4'' ... 

It's like having five musicians in your 
living room! 

AB 33 DUAL SUB-WOOFERS- "Bass 11·as effortless, Bountiful and even 3-climensional, the 

Al33 3 is a dream come true" I-ll Fl \\.ORLD, April 1996. 

LS33 MAIN LOUDSPEAKERS and C33 CENTRE CHANNEL- "The front three speakers work 
their lllagic rar into the room. It's a \·ery integrated, invohing combination" \\'l-1.'\T 1-11-FI .\\<!)" 1996. 

LSI REAR SURROUND LOUDSPEAKERS - "Aimed at the real enthusiast, the LS I is right 

on target" GRA,\lOPIIONE March 1996. 

"Listen to it at a dealers and prepare to be very impressed" _1-10.\IE CINE,\IA CHOICE. ,\la�· 1996. 

Rogers Quintet- "Musical Home Theatre" 

ROGERS INTERNATIONAl. (UK) I.IMITED- General Enc1uiries: 0181 6-lO 2172, Sales & :\larketing: 0181 683 210 I, Fax: 0181 685 9-l96. 
Rogcrs International Audio Club: e-rnail: gloots@rogerinter.\\·in-uk.nct 
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ditor's 
Notebook 

Stan Vincent straps himself into the cockpit for another 
white-knuckle ride of hi-fi spills and thrills. 

W 
ey-hey!We'vebeen votedHi­
FiMagazineofthe Year,atthe 
recent Consumer Electronics 
Trade Interface conference 

in Harrogate. And as if that wasn't enough, 
our sister title Home Entertainment scooped 
the'BestHomeCinema' gong, too. We're hon­
oured. Got any more champagne, Mr Dennis' 

What's in a month? 
Eagle-eyed readers will have noticed that this 
is a July/ August issue, the first of its kind in 
Hi-Fi Choice history. Why have we taken this 
radical step? Well, by spreading out over the 
summer a little, we can publish an extra issue 
just before Christmas, which will be dedicat­
ed to all the Best Buy and Recommended 
components we have rested over the year. 

New thoughts about speakers 
I hope you enjoy our big rest of speakers this 
month, which starts on page 56. We decided 
to gather all of the UK's best selling models, 
and throw in the best newcomers at the bud­
get end of the marker, to see how they com­
pare.And what a test it was! Some were demot­
ed, some got promoted, and we came up with 
some fascinating observations about how 
different fami I ies of speakers are su ired to very 
different applications. Read Paul Messenger's 
column (page 19) for the full story. 

This month also sees the introduction of 
Paul Miller'scomputer-controlled lab test for 
speakers, which is explained in his column on 
page 23. Now that Paul can store and com­
pare performance data from CD players, 
amps and speakers, we'll be working to start 
'modelling' hypothetical systems within hiscom­
puter. The aim is to predict which hi-fi com-

ponents will work best with one another, and 
which should never be combined, in order to 
make hi-fi purchasing and upgrading more 
straightforward and enjoyable. 

Music is good lor you shocker 
It's official! Buy a good hi-fi and your kids will 
be smarter. Well, probably ... On Sunday 
eveningsduringMay, Channel4screened a fas­
cinating series called Music and the Mind, 

investigatingmanyaspectsofhowhumansunder­
stand and appreciate music. I was particularly 
interested to learn thatexposingyour kids to music 
from an early age has a positive effect on their 
educational development. Apparently, the effect 
is enhanced if you teach them to play an instru­
ment as well, but I am sure there are equal if not 
greater benefits to be had from upgrading your 
hi-fi system atthe same time.Just as long as you 
can still play Rage Against The Machine ... 

In memory ol Michael Gerzon 
I was very sorry to read that Ambisonics pio­
neer Michael Gerzon died in April. However, 
though hewasfarfrom being a household name, 
I was pleased to see that The Guardian had 
the foresight to commis ion a fitting obituary 
from Barry Fox, which summarised Gerzon's 
prematurely-ended tenure asan audio vision­
ary. (At the time of his death he was develop­
ing lossless digital coding with the Acoustic 
Renaissance for Audio.) Therecould be no finer 
epitaph than that from Gerzon's former part­
ner, Peter Craven: "What Michael has done, 
the world will want in 30 years' time." 

Oops! 
I must apologise for a glaring error on page 
64 of last month's issue. This was where 

New readers start here! 
If you're new to Hi-Fi Choice, and you have bought the magazine because you're think­

ing of buying some hi-fi, I've written a special feature just for you. Entitled 'You Can 

Buy A Hi-Fi System', and starting on page 94, it gives essential advice for taking the 

plunge into the exciting and extremely rewarding world of separates hi-fi. Once you've 

experienced the thrill of hearing Bach and Bachman Turner Overdrive as God intended 

them, I'd wager that the nest-egg you were saving for a rainy day will soon find itself in 

gainful employ. Whether you choose to spend £500 or £5,000 on hi-fi equipment, you 

can be sure it'll be one of the best investments you'll ever make! 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

Akai'sfineTX700system won Best Complete 
Hi-Fi System Below £1,000 in the British Hi­
Fi Award . Alas, the picture printed was that 
of]VC'sAdagio C330systen�,a runner-up in 
this category. A special big sorry to Akai, and 
indeed to anyone left scratching their heads 
over what otherwise would be an inexplica­
ble 'a I ien-a bd uction-of-correct-photo' -style 
conundrum. 

· 

Bringing people together 
Last month,Jane Smith oflnverness wrote to 
us relating herdesiretoown an Akai Reference 
Series CD player. The ink was barely dry on 
the paper before the post-bag coughed up a 
letter from Howard ]ones of Glossop, who 
offers oneoftheseAkais "in immaculatecon­
dition, lovingly cared for in its wooden­
cheeked 16-kiloglory." To keepthecommunity 
spirit flowing, we'll be putting Jane and 
Howard in touch with each other. And next 
month, we'll be holding a charity whist drive 
in Paul Messenger's garden shed ... 

That's all from me. May your imagery be 
precise, and your _j_--
tonalbalance sweet, C\ - · ·\ / . �\... 
all summer long! 

� \1 W.. 
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Accepted by letter only to tbe lax number, e-mail or postal 

addresses 11Ytn below. We deeply rqret that we are unable 

speak with readers on the telephone. 

: ' '  I "1: 

In all instances contact our subscription fuffilment company, 

Customer Interface, on • (01454) 620070, or by lax on (01454) 
620080. Quote your subscriber number, wllicll is printed at the 

top of your subscription address label. 

"11 ,. 0 f 

We welcome information on all new and uPiflded products. In 

all instances manufaclurers should contact the editorial depart­

ment on the telephone numbers below. However, the Publisher 

respectfully points out that the mapzine is oblipd neither to 

review nor retura unsolicited products. Tilt Editor-in-Chief is 

always pleased to receive ideas for articles, but does not accept 

responsibility for unsolicited copJ. 

We cannot supply photocopies of articles that are out of print, 

but do try our Factsblck SII'Yice (pqe 92). 

f' 0 

Material in HI-R Choice is coPJrilht and may not be reproduced 

in any form witllout written permission from tbe Publisher. 

Address requests for re-use of copyriJht material to Edwerd 

Pizey, Reprint Sales Executive, Deaais Publishlna Ltd., 19 
Bol- Street, l..ondoll WlP 7HJ. Far: (0171) 838 5888. 

Every care has been taken inllle preparation of lllis jouraal, but 

the publishers canaot be beld responsible for the accuracy of 
the informalion COII!ained llerein, or for UJ consequence arts­

ill from it. All judpmtnts IIIYt been mede in the context of 
equipment that was anilable to HI-FI Choa at the time of 
review. 'Value for IIIOIIIY' CODiments are based on Ull prices at 

the time of printin�o wllicll are subject to fluctuation, and are 

only applicable to the Ull marUI. 
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lP.\ Winning speakers, super 
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WIN!WIN!WIN! 

Over £2,800 worth of 

superb JVC hi-fi and 

home cinema goodies 

must be won! 
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Are you an 
• 

INDIVIDUAL? 

Yes, it's finally happened. Pioneer have lived up 

to their name yet again by introducing the 

very first consumer CD Recorder. 
The PDR-05 employs our acclaimed 

'CD turntable' transport mechanism and 

advanced digital filter technology. Thanks 
BHITISH 

to the l-bit A-to-D Convertor and 

built-in sampling rate convertor 

HI-FI AWAIWS 1996 

PHODUCT OF THE YEAH 

you can make the finest pure audio CD recordings 

from any analogue or digital music source. 

For further information and details of 
your nearest stockist please call our 
HOTLINE on 0800 480480 any time. 

Pioneer have-developed the very 

first consumer CD Recorder. 

lt allows you to record 

onto COs to create 

your own, individual 

CD compilations . 

(ID PIONEER® 
The Art of Entertainment 



THE FRONT END 

MALGOLM STEWARD, OUR INVETERATE NEWS-HOG, SNUFFLES OUT THE LATEST AUDIO TRUFFLES FOR YOUR DELECTATION 

Sony swoop for summer 
As summer sets to sizzling there's a slew of shiny new Sony 
separates sliding into the shops. Three new tuners join the 
range. The £99.99 STS-E200 is the least expensive and 
provides coverage of the FM, MW and LW bands with thirty 
presets. The STS-E300 comes with RDS for £119.99, 
while the STS-E700 offers full RDS EON operation. This 
£179.99 model has a front end based on the ES model. 

Six new CD players, all with revised styling, join the 
range. The line-up starts with the CDP-XE300 at £119.99, 
followed by the CDP-XE300 at £139.99. The £159.99 
CDP-XE500 comes with additional features including a dig­
ital output for £159.99. The CDP-XE700E, which uses 
Sony's latest H-Pulse converter and fixed pick-up mecha­
nism, arrives at £199.99, with what's described as the "key 
model in the UK development project", the £299.99 CDP­

XE900E (pictured right) occupying 
the top slot. This uses Sony's 
Full Feed Forward digital filter 
and - yes, you guessed it -
a complementary mode DAC. 

There's a new UK ampli­
fier for 1996, the TAF-448E. 

Selling for £249.99, it's a 50 
Watt integrated with six 
inputs. There are also four new 

Dolby S cassette decks: the two-head TCK-E400S at 
£179.99, the three-head TCK-E500S at £229.99, the 
three-head, three-motor TCK-E600S at £299.99, and the 
TCW-E805S twin transport model at £249.99. A new 
Mini Disc recorder also joins the team, the MDS-503, which 
sells for £549.99. 

The ES range sees two additions: the highly-specced 
£549.99 TCK-A6ES, three-head, three-motor cassette 
deck, and the £249.99 STS-A3ES RDS EON tuner. 

On the home theatre front, Sony's offering the DSP­

E300, an add-on Dol by Pro-Logic processor for £229.99, 
and a Pro Logic kit consisting of a 25W TA- VEIOO AV 
amplifier, five loudspeakers and an active subwoofer for 

£379.99. 'oil (01932) 
816000 

The turntables came in two by two ... 
The much loved Systemdek /IX turntable has gone, but before shuffling off its mortal coil 
it sired a successor. The 2X2 (two-X-two) is described as being "based on all the best bits 
of the /IX" and offers improved looks and performance. 

Selling for £499 without a tonearm, the 2X2 uses an acrylic platter with a reduced 
diameter (6mm) spindle, that sits in a revised bearing. The motor is supported on a 
sprung subchassis from where it belt-drives a smaller drive hub through a smaller pulley. 
This reduction in size, says Systemdek, provides enhanced speed stability. 

The 2X2's plinth is styled to match Systemdek's speaker range. The choice of stan­
dard finishes includes Cherry, Walnut, black Ash and light Ash, with Rosewood available 
to special order. E (01294) 271251 

HJ-FI CHOICE 

In brief 
October 1996 is the month in 

which Thomson plans to intro­

duce DVD players into the UK 

under the Thomson and 

Ferguson brand names. 

Nakamichi has withdrawn from the 
European hi-li market, though 

production continues for the US 

and Japan. There will be no 

more new cassette decks or CD 
players arriving on these 

shores, but spares will remain 

available for many years and 

B&W UK Ltd will continue to 

service Dragons, DR-2s and key 

models that have been pro­

duced over the years. 

'oil (01903) 750750 

Expanding Bush's retro radio 

revival range, the R702 wireless 

comes in a varnished wooden 

case with a sunrise motif on its 

facia. lt offers access to FM, 

MW, and LW bands through an 

illuminated rotary tuning dial. lt 
sells for £49.99. 

'oil (01923) 859777 

Accessory specialist Puresonic 

has developed a pair of SCART 

to phono converters to enable 

home theatre fans to use high 

quality interconnects in their 

systems. The 213/N converts 

from phono to SCART -in, while 

the 2310UT converts from 
SCART -out to phono. Each car­

ries left and right audio signals 
plus video, and costs £6.95. 
1!: (0181) 771 8388 

Billed as the baby brother to the 

KEF 308, the 208 is a budget 

active subwoofer for audiophile 

or home cinema use. Selling for 
£349, it uses a 70W amplifier 

and a 250mm paper driver to 

deliver 107dB maximum output. 
'oil (01622) 672261 

Revolver UK Ltd., a new company 
formed to handle all Revolver 

activities in the UK and the rest � 
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How KEF's interior design 

can help 

KEF® Ci Series 

yours. 

KEF's new Ci Series speakers are 

stylish and space-saving - but that's 

not all. 

They also have KEF's patented 

Uni-Q® technology, to give you 

astonishingly accurate tonal balance 

throughout the room. 

Most loudspeakers, even ones 

with pivoting tweeters, only sound 

their best in one small area of the 

room. That's because they have a 

separately mounted woofer and 

tweeter. But with KEF Uni-Q® 

loudspeakers the tweeter is mounted 

at the exact acoustic centre of the 

woofer cone. So they 

sound great wherever 

you are (or wherever 

they need to be 

installed!). 

And great sound is only part of 

KEF's Ci Series design. They're easy 

to install in new or existing homes 

and you can paint them to match 

your decor. They come in round and 

square shapes to complement 

ceilings or walls and because all of 

them have stainless steel grilles and 

weather resistant components, you 

can put them where you want- even 

in bathrooms, or under the eaves 

outdoors. 

So if installed speakers are part of 

your interior design, 

choose the ones 

" 
designed with your 

interior in mind. The experience 

of sound 

MODEL SHOWN IS THE C1 160 OS KEF AND UNI-OARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS UNI·O IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929 WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. 

FOR DETAILS ON THE KEF Ci SERIES PLEASE WRITE TO: KEF AUDIO ( UK) LIMITED. DEPT HFC I. FREEPOST MA 1332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL. MAIDSTONE. KENT ME15 6BR. 

TELEPHONE (01622) 672261 



THE FRONT END 

All change at Micromega 
The arrival of new EC regulations and the non-availability of 
CDM9 mechanisms prompted Micromega to revise its 
Classic line models. At the time of writing there were still 
some details to be sorted -exact prices, for example-but 
the Trio, CD3.1 and CD2.1 players, along with the Duo Pro 
and Duo 85 DACs, look set to be replaced by the new Solo 
integrated player and the Dialog DAC 

The Solo, which is expected to sell for around £2,750, 
will use a Philips CDM12 industrial grade- aluminium 
body and glass optics-mechanism mounted in a solid alu­
minium suspended sub-chassis. lt will have new, 'rounded' 
styling but remains a top-loader with a disc clamping mat. 
Solo will provide both balanced and unbalanced analogue 
outputs along with a switchable coaxial digital output 

The Dialog D/A converter will feature four separate digi­
tal inputs - coaxial cinch/phono, coaxial BNC, AES/EBU 
XLR and a Toslink optical with AT& T available as an option. 
lt will have two digital outputs (one coax, one optical) and a 
DAC7 chipset used with an eight-times oversampling filter 
and fourth order noise shaping. Analogue outputs will be 
both balanced and unbalanced, and the DAC will make 

All hail the vanquisher 

If you have a spare £1,299.95 in your pocket, you could 
take a look at the new flagship CD player from Teac. The 
VRDS-25 (above) uses the battleship construction chassis 
(which alone weighs llkg) that distinguishes the VRDS 
range. In an all out struggle to vanquish vibration and res­
onance, it has a three-piece top plate of thick steel that 
attaches to pure aluminium strengthening blocks, and sin­
tered metal 'pinpoint' feet. 

Under the bonnet, there's a centrally mounted, CMK-3 
VRDS disc-clamping mechanism feeding four 20-bit 
DACs with ZD-11 distortion shaping circuitry and a 25-bit, 
eight times oversampling digital filter. 

The player provides both balanced and unbalanced 
analogue outputs along with a switchable digital output 
through coaxial and optical connections. lt is available in 
black or gold finishes. a (01923) 819630 

extensive use of surface mounted components to shorten 
signal paths. 

Both units come with an amber fluorescent display 
panel. If you'd prefer a colour that matches your tuner or 
cassette deck, you can specify alternative displays in green, 
red or blue. a (0181) 502 1416 

Flowered up The balance of power 
Orchid Precision Audio's phase 
linked loudspeaker, the PLLJ, 
aims to bndge the gap between 
studio monitors and high-end 
speakers Claimed to be capable 
of high volume and low distor­
tion, this £4,750 design comes in 
a conventional looking cabinet 
that hides a "radical and unique" 
six-way system. 

The 36-element filter net­
work has crossover points at 
350Hz, 4kHz and 10kHz, and 
forces linear phase behaviour at 
these points. The crossover 
points are described as trinary, 
with three dr1vers involved at 
each transition rather than the 
usual two. a (01608) 684694 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

Absolute Sounds recently launched three new Full Power Balanced amplifiers from Krell. All 
are zero feedback designs offering full balanced operation and Class A performance. The 
model 150, for instance, delivers 150 Watts per channel into eight Ohms and doubles its 
output power down to one Ohm. The 300 and 600 are rated at 300Wpc and 600Wpc 
respectively and perform the same doubling trick, which means the 600 will output nearly 
five kilowatts into one Ohm!. 

All the amplifiers use actively regulated outputs to maintain a source of constant current 
and voltage for the speaker regardless of its demands or the signal content. Holding the reins 
on this overkill power is 'intelligent' circuitry that monitors the incoming signal, the mains 
supply, and the output. Expect to pay around 
£6,000 for the 150, £9,450 
for the 300 and around 
£12,000 for the 600. 

Krell also announced its 
Audio Video System 
Controller, a nine-channel, 
THX processor/preamplifier 
using 20-bit DACs. Expected 
price is about £11,000. 
a (0181) 947 5047 

Krell's tightrope walking power amp. 

In brief 
� of the world, is also now the 

official importer of Dual turnta­

bles. The company has moved 

to new premises at 77 Dane 

Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 7BP. 
a (0161) 973 0505 

The PSWJOO is a new active sub­

woofer from Polk, which incor­

porates the same 254mm driver 

used in the flagship SRT sub­

woofer system. Finished in 

black and powered by a 125W 

amplifier, it sells for £749.90. 
a (01727) 827311 

Technics will be unveiling its SH-
011200 mixer at the Disco Mix 

Club World DJ Championships, 

at June's four-day youth culture 

festival Nightwave 96. Designed 

to complement the SL-1200 
turntables, the unit features 

long-life fader durability and an 

integral spare cross-fader 

component. a (01344) 853550 

B&W's DS6 is the newest addition 

to the company's 600 series. A 
THX-approved dipole design, it 

uses a 5-inch bass driver and a 

pair of 3-inch mid-high fre­

quency drivers placed on 

opposing axes. Standard finish 

is black but the £399.95 

speaker also comes in a white 
\ 

finish that can be painted to 
blend into the surrounding 

decor. B&W has used its prism 
technology in a new, 'afford-
able' centre channel monitor, 

the £149 CCJ. Voiced to inte-

grate seamlessly with the 

DM302, the CCJ has 91dB sen-

sitivity to provide compatibility 

with a wide range of other front 

channel speakers. 

a (01903) 524801 

Vivanco's Young Collection is a 

range of three headphones 

specifically aimed at young 

music lovers. With self-adjust­

ing headbands, Neodymium 

magnets, and soft ear cushions, 
the phones are equally suitable 

for use at home or with per­

sonal stereos. The heaviest 

model weighs just 188g. Prices 

are £39.99 for the SR550, 
£49.99 for the SR650 and 
£59.99 for the SR750. 
a (01903) 524801 

Two new mini systems from 

Technics, the SC-CH74 and SC­
CH34, promise extended back­

ground music through five­

disc, multi-changer CD mecha­
nisms. Once loaded, discs will 

play selectively, sequentially or 

at random. The 30W SC-CH34 � 
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UNLIKE MOST SPEAKER COMPANIES, 
WE BUILD SPEAKERS. 

WE DON'T BUY THEM. 

My, my. Things nowadays are not always what they' ,-e Every single part of our beloved Contom- 1.8 (the one 

cracked up to be. \Ve're almost positive our· wot·ks raccoon Knudsen is just checking 

it all stat·ted with the egg-free egg. Yum. f01- alien intmdet"S) is still meticulously hand 

Then came caffeine-free coffee, with the built by ol!l- dedicated Danish master 

taste gone, too. In a matte•- of days, the craftsmen. 

conscience-free politician followed, who 

within moments was justly run over by his \Vith our legendat-y oversized voice-coils, 

own badge-engineered ea.-. And now, het-e our incompat-able first-onlet- crossovet-s, 

comes the ultimate hot-rot-: The Dynaudio- the flat dt-ivet- membrane geometry and the 

f•-ee Dynaudio speaker. minimization of phase pr·oblems. Ft-om tmly 

superior· matet-ials, tn extremely limited 

No way! Just kidding! In fact, it's just the numbet·s. To create beautiful, true music. 

other way a.-ound; 90% of all other high- And nothing else. 

end manufacluret·s do not painstakingly 

develop and build theit- own speaket-s at If you want to expet-ience the ot·iginal (!) 

all. Instead, thcit· designet-s Lend to use Dynaudio effect, please call us at +49-40-

out- justly famous Esolat· and Esolec 858-066 or fax us at +49-40-859-035 for a 

tweeters, only to sell them to you, the free copy of om· inimitable "Book ofTwth". 

tntlh-loving English public, as theit· own You'll love it. Because unlike most speaker· 

most expensive creations. \Ve, being true 

Danes, sti.ll believe in a lOO% in-house pr·oduction. speaket·s. \Ve wL"ite out- own ads and br·ochut·es, too. 

AUTHENTIC FIDELITY 

DANES DON"T LIE.'M 



TBEI'RONTEND 

Calling all bass heads 
Harman Audio has two new budget and one not-so-bud­
get offerings to tempt buyers this month. The harman 
/kardon HK3250 comes in at £249.99, making it the 
least expensive in its line of receivers. lt combines a 40 
Watt amplifier and a thirty-preset FM/AM tuner in one 
remote controllable package. Features include three line­
level inputs and two tape loops, pre-out and two pairs of 
speaker connections, along with a dimmable display and 
preset sea nn i ng. 

The FL8300 is a five-disc carousel CD player using 
Bitstream D/A conversion and a dual differential discrete 
output stage. lt has a thirty-two track memory and four 
repeat modes, and its auto/manual edit function matches 
track times to tape length to ensure recordings don't over­
run. The price is £279.99. 

The not-so-budget offering is the JBL TR125 loud­
speaker, a two-way 'Pro Box' aimed at "bedroom DJs, AV 
aficionados, bass heads and volume freaks". Selling for 
£749, this 99dB efficient design uses a horn-loaded, liq-

uid cooled, titanium domed compression driver and a 15-
inch bass unit to provide 225 Watts continuous power 
handling. Each TR125 is, we're told, tested at full throttle 
for 300 hours before it gets to wear a JBL badge. 
However, to safeguard it from truly determined abuse, it 
features SonicGuard protection circuitry and comes in a 
27kg, roadie-proof cabinet. � (0181) 207 5050 

500 times four from Meridian 
Meridian's 500 Series continues to develop with the release 
of four new products. The first, the 566 20-bit DAC, enables 
500 Series owners to run their systems in fully balanced 
mode throughout. Priced at £995, the DAC has four inputs 

-three unbalanced using RCA connectors, one Toslink, 
and an XLR balanced connection. All are stabilised by 
Meridian's proprietary twin PLL circuit for low jitter. 

The £6,000 DSP5500 digital loudspeaker plugs the gap 
between the £3,000 DSP5000 and £9,000 DSP6000 
models. lt is, effectively, a single-box version of the 
DSP6000 using forward-facing bass drivers rather than the 
side-firing units employed in the top model. Fully active with 
four 70W amplifiers on board, it's a three-way reflex system 
whose response extends down to a claimed 30Hz. 

The 55 7 stereo power amplifier is designed to drive pas­
sive loudspeakers-particularly 'difficult' models. The case 
contains two 200W mono power amplifiers, which can be 
bridged to deliver in excess of 800W into an eight-Ohm 

load. lt costs £1,295 -the 
same price as the new 
502 pre-amplifier 
designed to partner it. 
Also using balanced 

operation and full 
dual-mono con-
struction for opti­
mum dynamic 
range, noise and 
isolation perfor­
mance, the 502 
provides balanced 
and unbalanced 

socketry. Plug-in phono modules for MC and MM cartridges 
are available. The preamp comes with remote control and, 
like the rest of the 500 Series, can connect to the Meridian 
communications bus for system control integration. 

� (01480) 52144 

True Dynaudio Dealers. 

In brief 
.,_. costs £279.95 while the SOW 

SC-CH74, which comes with 

Sound Field processing, sells 

for £329.95. � (01344) 853550 

In-car specialist, Alpine is offering 

a free theft replacement 

scheme on head units bought 

from an authorised dealer after 

1 April 1996. For customers 

wishing to insure other compo­

nents in their Alpine system, the 

company is opening a 'quote 

line' to help with additional 

cover. � (01908) 611556 

Rogers is still looking after Auntie. 

The company has just provided 

four pairs of Studio Sloud­

speakers for monitoring duties 

at the BBC's Pebble Mill stu­

dios. � (0181) 640 2172 

Tech+Link has developed a new 

stand for rear channel loud­

speakers. Priced at £39.95, it is 

height adjustable from 830mm 

to 1530mm. � (0181) 771 8388 

Denon's latest amplifiers incorpo­

rate many of the innovations 

developed for its S-1 high end 

range. They provide remote 

control operation through the 

De non IS system, which also 

operates recent Den on CD play­

ers, cassette decks and tuners. 

The £229.99 PMA-425R is a 45 

Watt design while the PMA-

725R delivers 65 Watts per 

channel.� (01753) 888447 

Grahams Hi-Fi has announced its 

summer programme. In August 

the Linn clinic will service LP12 
turntables at parts cost only. On 

the 16th and 17th there will be 

Linn AV open days. Nairn's 

mighty AV system gets an airing 

on the 30th and 31st. 

Meridian's digital home theatre 

will be performing on 

September 20th and 21st. 

� (0171) 359 7620 

HiFi Experience, 17 Coniscliffe Rd, Darlington, 013 25-481418 

Music Maners, 351 Hogley Rd, Edgboston, Birmingham, 0121-4292811 

Music Maners, 93-95 Hobs Moat Rd, Solihull, Bimingham, 0121-7420254 

Harrogate Hifi Centre, 15 Commercial St, Harrogate, 01432-504274 

Cornflake Shop, 37 Windmill St, London, 0171-6310472 

Practical Hi-Fi, 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, 01925-632179 

Practical Hi-Fi, 33 Knowsley Street, Bolton, 01204-395789 

Practical Hi-Fi, 106 English Street, Carlisle, 01228-44792 

Nichols Hifi, 430-432 Lee High Rd, Lewisham, London, 0181-8525780 

Performance Hifi Systems, 5 London Rd, Sevenoaks, Kent, 01732-740425 Worthing Audio, 
20 Teville Gate Precinct, West Sussex, 01903-212133 

Music Maners, 156-157 Lower High St, Stourbridge, 01384-444184 

Holburn Hifi, 441 Holburn St, Aberdeen, 01224-585713 

Practical Hi-Fi, 65 Bridge Street, Manchester, 0161-8398869 

Chelston Hi-Fi, 38 Walnut Road, Chelslonn Torquay, 01803-606863 

W.M. Coupar, 8-12 Wellmeadow, Blairgowie, 01250-872436 

W.M. Coupar, 33 Reform SI, Dundee, 01382-229588 

W.M. Coupar, 9 Scolt Si, Perth, 01738-634809 

The Music Room, 98 Bath St, Glasgow, 0141-3325012 

Richer Sounds, 34 Wellington Quay, Dublin, 0103531-6719666 

Richer Sounds, 40-41 Smithfield, Belfast 

1-illllij ............ . 
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THE FRONT END 

• 

AUDIO BON VIVEUR, ALAN SIRCOM, WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE THE CONTENTS OF HIS LISTENING ROOM 

Is the B&W P4 all 

things to all 
music lovers'i' 

BaWP4 

This year's star bay la tbe up-market 

speaker stakes, tbe award-wlaalag 

B&W P4 certalaly looks tbe part. Does 

B 
&W's P4 loudspeaker, £600, was 
voted Best Speaker Above £500 in 

last month's British Hi-Fi Awards, as 
we reported in last month's Choice. 
It's a slim floorstander, available in 
two glam veneers as well as good ol' 
black ash. Beneath the removable 
grille, there's a 26mm metal dome 
tweeter, a 165mm Kevlar midbass 

unit, and a cigar-shaped port. I think 
it could do with a Linn-Keilidh-like 
plinth, but the P4's centre of gravity 
is pretty low already. With a claimed 

sensi­
tivity of 88dB 

and nominal impedance 
of eight Ohms, it doesn't require a 
kiloWatt amp with massive current 
capabilities to drive it. 

The tweeter takes an age to loosen 
up from new. Stick with it, and you'll 
get treble to match a deep, tidy bass 
and uncoloured mid band. 

To summarise, I'd say it strikes a 
nice balance between all-out studio 

monitor sound and bass-filled crowd­
pleaser. The hi-fi buff will like the 

way it dips into recordings and shows 
up nuances of the system it is con­
nected to. Party animals will love the 
way the P4s eat power and play loud 
and louder without a struggle. 

So as a speaker that's all things to 
all people, the B&W P4 deserves a 
good, long look. It sounds good, and 
goes up to 11 on the volume control 
without any fuss. Little wonder it won 
that award. 
B&W (UK) Ltd a (01903) 750750 

Credo IMP 703 

In Switzerland they bad brotherly love, 
SOO yean of democracy and peace. 

ADd wbat did they produce? The 

T
he Credo range of amplifiers hails 
from Switzerland, and the IMP 703 

is the least expensive model at £799. 
It's a 70 Watt line-and-phono design, 
available in line-only guise for £538. 

The IMP 703's front panel may 
look dated, but this product is made 

The Swiss 
Credo that Max 

Townshend follows. 

really well. And as long as you don't 
hitch it up to an excessively demand­
ing speaker load, this little integrated 
can turn out some real audio magic, 

in the manner of the Michell 
Argo/Alecto. Its clarity is truly breath­

taking with the right equipment, pro­
ducing insight over detail and music 
over equipment. There are many 
pre/power amplifiers, costing several 
times as much, that don't achieve the 
difficult transition worked by the 

Credo into the realm of real music. 
It demands the best and most com­

plementary sources. As such, the excel­
lent ph ono stage will sound fine with 

anything from a Rega to a Rock. 
Likewise, while the line stage will work 
well with a Nairn, it comes to life with 
players from A VI or Trichord. 

Pick your system wisely and the 
Credo will perform as well as, or bet­
ter than most amplifiers. But you must 
remember that most electronics, 
cables and speakers lack sufficient 

honesty to achieve the best results in 
concert with the Credo IMP 703. 
Townshend Audio a (0181) 979 2155 

ECAPrisma 

As if to prove the adage that old 

tamtables ne��er die (tbey simply lose 

their bearings), amp-maker ECA has made 

E 
CA started out with a classic 
phono-stage-equipped preamplier 

called the Fi nestra. ow it has 
decided that a matching high-quality 
disc stage was required to comple­
ment its Vista pre and Lectern power 
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amp (tested in issue 145), so its design 

team developed the £880 Prisma. 

This is a two-box design, with a cap­
tive umbilical lead connecting phono 

stage to power supply. As it is a hand­

built product, it can be tailored to 
your cartridge's exact specification. 

When thoroughly warmed up and 
at fighting weight, the Prisma gives 
you the sort of imagery that is hard 
to credit, and comes from sheer detail. 
As long as your amp and speakers 
sound similarly uncluttered, the 

Prisma will place the listener right in 

front of the music, as if in the third 

row of the stalls, and makes the speak­

ers disappear completely. 

All this detail is not presented in a 
stripped-down manner, but in a 
dynamic, warts'n'all way. There is a 

touch of syrup to sweeten the pill, but 
this is the kind of experience that few 

phono enthusiasts can anticipate. 

Detail is not the full story. The 

Prisma has better rhythmic qualities 

than most detail hounds, its tonal bal­

ance is admirably flat, it's whisper­

quiet when dormant, and it stub­

bornly refuses to pick up stray radio 

broadcasts. Don't dismiss this ph ono 

stage as simply too sharp-edged. 
Maybe it's a bit shiny sounding com­

pared to the very best, but that's the 

only criticism I can muster. 

ECA Distributions (0181) 998 1086 

Parasound CD 
Player/Transport and 
DAC 
Ride the digital range with the latest in 

American CD engineering, with Ibis 

new CD player and BDCD-eqnipped DAC 

frnmcosl-<onsdons Parasonnd. 

£969/£749 

I
f you want high-end US sound with­

out high-end US prices, take a look 
at Parasound.lts latest venture is into 
High Definition Compatible Digital 
(HDCD) with the £969 D/AC-1100 

DAC, and matching CD-player-cum­
transport, the £749 C/DP-1000. 

Let's start with the latter, which 
uses something that Parasound calls 
a 'one-bit-18-bit linear-hybrid, hand-

HI-FI CHOICE 

ECA's Prisma 

phono stage has 

some promising lineage. 

trimmed' digital-to-analogue con­

verter, with eight times oversampling. 
Its clunky transport mechanism, 

meanwhile, is made by Japanese com­
pany CEC. The player can be 

upgraded with a £350 Advanced 

Digital Adapter Module, which adds 
AES/EBU balanced and AT&T fibre­

optic digital outputs to the existing 75 

Ohm RCA jack. 

In terms of sound, I'm not con­
vinced by the standalone CD player. 

While its output is quiet, and pro­
duces music in an ordered, pacy man­
ner, it has a gritty treble, and there is 
an inescapable starkness about the 

entire performance. 
This is the complete opposite of the 

matching DAC. D/AC-1100 has four 

digital inputs, a reclocked digital out­

put for connection to a digital 

recorder, and a pair of analogue RCA 
sockets. The up-to-date sounding 
D/AC-1100 combines the richness 
and warmth of modern digital con­
verters with the brisk tidiness of 16-

bit superstars. While the D/AC-1100 

is a fine-sounding converter in its own 

right, a good HDCD disc will make 

you wonder why every disc isn't 

HDCD encoded. 

As it stands, I would hesitate using 

the C/DP-1000 as a standalone CD 
player except as a stop-gap, waiting 
for the pay cheque to clear before 
moving on to the HDCD converter. 
Even though, at the moment, there is 

only a handful of discs that can get the 

best out of the Parasound duo. 

Heybrook s (01752) 731313 

Speaker Connectors 
Confusion still reigns over bow we 

shall connect np oar amps and 

speakers wllbonl floating EU roles. 

Here's a summary of the latest options. 

Special rt 

E
uropean legislation has made an 

outlaw of the humble 4mm banana 

plug and socket, used to connect amp, 

cable and speaker. Throughout most 

of Europe, the banana plug is almost 

identical to the pins used in 230V 
mains plugs. Mistaking one for the 

other is potentially fatal to both user 
and hi-fi. Thus, outside the UK, the 
4mm banana plug is a no-no. 

Trouble is, there ain't no valid 

alternative to the 4mm plug at the 
moment, save for easily-dislodged 

spade connectors, bare wires, or 

force-feeding 4mm plugs into side­

entry sockets - and none of these 

offer a practical solution. 

Two companies are bucking the 
trend, designing variants on the exist­

ing 4mm socket. The first, Mission, 
shaved the diameter of the socket by 
1mm about 18 months ago (to bring 
the it within European SEMKO leg­

islation specs) and this is now fitted 

to the company's latest electronic 

equipment. However, a 3mm plug 

could still (in theory) be pushed into 

Ji{{iwhJ 

The trusty 4mm 

banana next to 

6mm 'cucumber' 

plug and socket 

proposed by the 

Audio 

Partnership. 

Is Parasound's CD combo 

'affordable high end'\' 
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SESSIONS 

DPA has gone for 
an earthy sound 
with its new DAC. 

a European mains plug socket, and the 
purist may comment that you get 
slightly less contact area than you do 
with a 4mm connection. 

The Audio Partnership, manufac­
turing arm of Richer Sounds, has 
taken the opposite stance. Instead of 
making the plug smaller, AP has 
designed a 6mm plug and socket. This 
is overkill technology, bur it does 
make for top-class contact area 
between plug and socket. 

The best option of all would be to 
leave the 4mm connection alone and 
get Europe to adopt shuttered three-pin 
mains sockets, just like we have in the 
UK. Being realistic, that is about as 
likely as 'News At Ten- The Musical'. 
Instead, the hi-fi industry needs to 
decide upon a standard - and quick. 

DPA LiHie Bit Three 
Well-respected digital expert, DPA 

has made top-class budget DACs ia 

the past. Bow will the aew Little Bit 

Three shape ap? 

B
ack in the good old days, an add­
on D/A converter was considered 

a fine way to upgrade your hi-fi sys­
tem, if you had a CD player with a 
d i g i t a l  o u t p u t .  

T i m e s  
c h a n g e .  T h e  

DAC is no longer pop-
ular outside the high-end mar­

ket, but this has not prevented DPA 
from launching the £300 Little Bit 
Three. This eschews standard digital 
chipsets in favour of DPAs own dx8 
converter. It also uses a double phase­
locked loop with an eye to minimis­
ing jitter. 

Those of you with long memories 
may remember HFC singing the 
praises of DPA and Deltec DACs in 
the past. Where the old DACs were 
squeaky clean, the Little Bit Three is 
earthy. Where there was image focus, 
now there is a more woolly, melliflu­
ous soundstage. There is a brightness 
to the new sound of DPA, that adds 
snap to an ageing transport, but 
wouldn't do any favours to an already 
bright system. 

Those who seek absolute neutral­
ity and transparency should look else-
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where. However, to blow away 
audio cobwebs, it might be 
worth a listen. But despite its 
abundant zing, I was largely 
unmoved by the overall performance. 
I gravitated away from classical dur­
ing audition, but concede that it wrung 
some emotion from rock tracks. 
DPA a (01222) 795621 

A Short Cable Round-up 
Bow do yoa upgrade the cables in a 

mid-price system, without making an 

expensive mistake? Perhaps one of this 

coloarlal trio may hold the answer. 

SpedatR 

F
inding a good, mid-priced inter­
connect is never easy. Cables are 

highly system dependent and hard to 
borrow. But fear not, help is at hand. 

The red van den Hul Thunderline 
(£50) sets a new, lower price point for 
the carbon-fibre technology used in 
vdH's The First interconnect. This 
reduced treble grain in my system and 
introduced a richer, more mellow tone 
overall. This was supported by depth, 
weight and control in the bass. 

Looking to add a touch of zest to 
a dark sounding system? The royal 
blue IC-80 (£65) from LAT 
International is a first rate option. It 
uses Teflon-covered, silver-plated 

copper wire and is almost 
a s  o p e n  
sounding as 
Thunderline, 

yet imparts a 
little bit of 

extra freedom 
and vivacity to treble. 

bass is not so well 
defined, bur wouldn't be a problem 

with most loudspeakers. 
The middle-path is taken by 

Bandridge's Profi Gold PGA 301 
(£65). It uses 0.95mm oxygen-free­
copper conductors, in a simple coax­
ial configuration. It seems to transmit 
a soup<;:on more information across 
the board. The treble might not be as 

Something to clean 

your system inside 

and out with. 

Squeeze the last ounce out of your 
system with a candy coloured cable. 

extended as LAT, and not as clean as 
vdH, but it was the best balanced of 
the three. As such, it's perfect for those 
who already like the sound of their 
system, bur simply want more. 
LAT- Adusa UK a (0181) 942 6241 
Bandridge a (0181) 543 3633 
van den Hut a (0181) 810 9388 

Cleaning and Tweaking 
If yoa don't keep LP records clean, yoa 

get sonic problems pronto. CD is less 

susceptible to gunge, bat it still 

benefits from a little TU:! 

Special Report 

R
u s s  A n d r e w s  T u r n t a b l e  
Accessories has introduced a £20 

CD cleaning kit to remove the rem­
nants of mould-release and other 
detritus. It makes discs sound more 
immediate and fresh, peeling away a 
hitherto undetectable barrier between 
ears and music. Bass drivers appear to 
increase in size, and the sound under­
goes a spring clean. My usual worry 
with this kind of product is whether 
it will have an adverse effect on the 
disc's life-time. However, since the 
cleaning fluid is washed away with­
out residue, its effect will be minimal, 
and RAT A is philosophically opposed 



THE fRONT END 

to the sale of CD-killing gloop. If you 

think I am paranoid about CD rot, 

speak to proprietor Russ Andrews! 

Densen's £10 DeMagic is a demag­
netising disc, first mentioned in our 
review of the DM-10 amplifier 
(Statements, issue 142). DeMagic puts 
three minutes of eerie warbling sound 
through your system, in order to 
'demagnetise' CD player, amplifier 
and speaker. I remain cynical of such 

things, but DeMagic does seem to 

puts sound into slightly better order. 

The only component that the 

DeMagic cannot reach is the one 

where demagnetising has a proven 
and needed effect - the phono car­
tridge. Enter high-end cable maven 
Cardas. Its new £15 Sweep record 
puts a 'demagnetising' signal through 
the cartridge, and subsequently 
shakes down the amp and speakers in 

at the same time. This sweep signal is 
set to work at 45rpm, and between 

each sweep band on the 12 inch disc 

is an area of blank vinyl, useful to 
adjust anti-skate correctly . 

At first, I felt that the Sweep disc 
was simply shaking loose all the gunk 
within the poles of the cartridge. 
However, the increase in clarity and 

focus also extended to the amplifier 
and speaker. This disc makes regular 

demagnetising of the LP system a 

practical possibility. 

Cardas- Audiofreaks m (0181) 948 4153 
Densen m (01582) 561227 
RATA m (01539) 823247 

AuclioCarpet 
Always being condemned for keeping 

ngly bl-11? Andlo equipment doesn't go 

with the decor? Then check ont 

AndloCarpet' s soft fumisbiugs with a 

sonic difference. 

Y
our home will never feature in 
Homes & Gardens if you fill your 

listening room with ugly acoustic 
treatments. There is all manner of dif­
fusers, absorbers and reflectors avail­

able to make sense of awkward 
acoustics, but to an egg-box they are 
ugly, unaesthetic things. 

AudioCarpet has produced two 
domestically acceptable variants on 
the acoustic treatment theme: one to 
hang on your wall, and one to rest 
your slippers on. Five layers of spongy 
material make the Italian rug seri­
ously bouncy and rather warm, too; 
your pets will love you forever. 

Italy may have given us 
Renaissance art, but the AudioCarpet 
designs - from top textile-design 
school Missoni- are closer to pizza. 
In fact, more than one person alluded 
to the wall-hanging device's remark­
able resemblance to the seat on 1960s 
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Green Line coaches. 
AudioCarpet's effect varies from 

room to room, depending on the type 
of floor, roof, wall and furnishing. In 

my parlour, AudioCarpet soaked up 

a few stray resonances in the mid­

band, making the system sound dry 
and a bit quieter. There was a smaller 
attenuation of bass overhang, but this 
was nowhere near as profound as the 
mid band upgrade. I wouldn't say that 
the improvements were remarkable, 
certainly not as dramatic as the effect 

of a Mana table or a new set of cables, 
but when the Carpet (and the still 

more subtle bus seats) were packed 

away, I noticed more of the room's 

signature and felt a touch of regret at 
the loss. 

AudioCarpet price varies with size, 
of course, but start at £555 for the 

Carpet and £275 for the bus seat. The 

package I tested would have cost at 

least £1,200. As such, I would only 

recommend considering the carpet as 
a finishing touch to a rad high-end sys­
tem. Normal mortals should stick 

with normal shag pile, soft furnish­
ings,books, house plants, goldfish ... 
MP/ m (01483) 454993 

Mission 731i 
The 731 Is dead. Long live the 7311! 

Here's an exdnsive first listen to the 

latest incarnation of Mission's 

wonld-be hndget blockhnster. 

£130 

H
ere's the story. Mission had a great 
speaker called the 760, which was 

a solid budget favourite. To replace it 
they cooked up a new model called the 
731, launched last year which never 
managed to impress the critics in the 

manner of its forbear, though it has 
continued to be a best-seller. (See it in 
action against the other best-selling 
budget boxes, in this month's big test 
on page 57.) 

Arrivingjusttoo lateforthattestisa new 
version of the 731, the 731 i, still priced at 

pretty similar to its ancestor: this 

is a wholly new model. The company 

claims to have spent more than £96,000 in 

research, development and tooling to get 

this potential budget blockbuster just right. 

It uses a new plastiflexed, paper­
cone, 130mm bass unit, with a larger 
magnet; a refined version of the exist­

ing 28mm laminated-dome tweeter; 
and a new first order crossover. 

Mission claim this gives a nominal 

impedance of six Ohms, and 89dB 

efficiency. The new 731i also sports 

Mission's unique driver isolation sys­
tem, which is said to make the cabi­
net remarkably free of movement or 
resonance, to keep coloration low. 

Mission is on top form with the 
731i. Play anything on the new 
Mission babies and the music is brim­

ming with brio and charm. They are 
slightly darker-toned and drier than 

previous models, but that only serves 
to benefit bright CD players and brash 

amplifiers. 
The other major plus is the out-of­

box experience you can get with these 
speakers. While there is still that 
peaky-forwardness that says Mission, 

the 731 i largely lacks the medite­
tinged tonal balance common to the 
budget breed. 

Now Mission has a combatant 
truly worthy of the budget speaker 
challenge. 
Mission m (01480) 451777 � 

SESSIONS 

Straight out of 

the Al-abian 

Nights, the 

magic Audio 

carpet - they 

never mentioned 

bus seats though! 

The new 731i 

attempts to 

confer a sense of 

transparency ... 
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Don't believe all that 

you read in the press ... 

just this bit: 
B&W has pulled the stops well and 

truly out for these speakers, and boy 

does the result sound good.. the 

60 l 's sound like the voice coils of 

God. Up-to-the-minute design, gold­

plated biwirable sockets: they're a 

bargain - magnificent for £200. 

***** 

What Hi-Fi, November 1995 

B&llv 

LISTE N A N D Y O U ' LL S E E 

For details and stockists of the 600 range of loudspeakers, 'phone B&W UK on 01903-750750 
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ax�ngs 
Tuner in the toilet, airwaves in the attic, demodulation in the 
drawing-room. Jason Kennedy discovers FM radio! 

T
his month oi 'ave been mostly lis­

tening to the wireless. With the 

aid of the audio maniac's aerial 
supplier, Ron Smith of Luton, I 

have been discovering the power of radio as 
a valid hi-fi source. 

Of late, I have been unable to get even 
semi-decent reception of Radio Three & Co 
from a roof mounted dipole, so I vowed to 

get a more effective signal catcher, and spoke 

to Mr Smith junior of my needs. Initially a 

Galaxie 14 was suggested.· This has a 55 

degree acceptance angle, which 

would be sure to snare the desired 

transmissions from Croydon and 

Wrotham. However, Mr Smith 
senior came to the conclusion 
that the longer Galaxie 17, 

despite its narrower beam, would 
also do the trick and give me bet­

ter sound quality to boot. The 

narrower the acceptance angle, 
the less interference and the 

cleaner the signal, in the way that 
a smaller aperture gives a camera 
greater depth of field. 

I drove up to Ron's aerial 
shack and picked up the 'twig', 
which turned out to be 2m by 2m 

by 1.5m in size. Thankfully, it all 
broke down to fit quite easily into 

my Renault 5. I also picked up all 

the necessary gear to rig it up, and 
the total bill was £190. I balked 
at the high cost of a two-part 

pole, needed because I couldn't 
transport a five-metre alloy tube 
on the roofrack! I was warned I'd have a 
struggle to rrack down anything suitable for 
less money, but I managed to source a two­
inch diameter aluminium pole elsewhere, 

and was ready to fly the beast. 
Even with a flat roof and a substantial 

chimney stack, this posed more problems 
than I anticipated. For a start, the chimney 
was twice as big as I'd imagined, and longer 
cable was required to tie on the lashing brack­
ets. But with the help of a friend (thanks Pete), 
it went up in a little over two hours, holes 
through the parapet 'n' all. As I had a tuner 
with signal strength metering, getting the 
angle right was fairly straightforward. 

Alas, there was no way I could bring a sin-

HI-FI CHOICE 

gle feed into my house for amplification prior 
to splitting off for separate rooms. Any split 

results in lower signal strength, but I did 
what I could with one of Ran's little red 
boxes, and after hammering in many cable 
clips and drilling several holes in window 
frames, I got one lead to the living room and 

one to the kitchen. As it was, I was able to 
take two unbroken, double-insulated cables 

from the splitter to the back of each tuner, 
which resulted in decent signal strength and 

no noise -which was nice. 

As a novice to this FM radio lark, I started 
with the reassuringly mature Onkyo T-

9090II tuner, a magnificent wooden-cheeked 

machine with myriad buttons and lights. I 
spent half an hour just tuning in its 20 pre­
sets and trying to figure out what some of the 
stations were called. There are plenty to 
choose from in London, not including the 
plethora of pirates that appear at the week­
ends. You can barely hear the majors above 
'big shouts going out' on a Saturday night. 

There's a lot of good stuff out there. Even 
Jazz FM (or is it JFM? I can't remember but 
at least now it occasionally plays jazz) spins 
some decent tunes sometimes, although too 
many of their DJs are called Johnny. 

Unfortunately most stations put out a dis­

tinctly compressed signal to suit the in-car lis­

tener. Only Radio Three sounds natural and 
occasionally dynamic, and even this station 
is apparently more compressed than it used 
to be. Still, it's there, dear old Third 
Programme, and it plays interesting stuff. 

The Onkyo tuner is distinctly smooth 
sounding, its balance is strictly West Coast, 

and the words 'sparkling' and 'clarity' do not 
exactly spring to mind. However it is clean, 

and there's a remote control that can be used 

to govern volume, should one belong to the 
couch potato fraternity. 

However, when I tried Audiolab's £750 
BOOOT (Best Tuner above £250 in last 
month's British Hi-FiAwards), the Onk did­
n't hang about. The relatively young 

Audiolab trounced it with a dynamic, open 
sound that made even the seriously com­
pressed stations listenable. I have to get up 
to change channels, and there aren't so many 
bunons or lights, but this tuner has a proper 
tuning knob and sounds excellent. Always 
wondered what a Nairn would sound like .. . 

I think I feel a tuner round-up coming on .. . 
Hey, where did I get that tweed jacket and 
pipe? Ron Smith Aerials-.:: (01582) 36561 � 
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THE RESPONSE RANGE FROM PROAC. 

WHEN SECOND BEST WON'T DO. 

The Response range blends inspired design with the finest components available to 

deliver incomparable sonic performance. Each model generates an awesome scale and 

weight of sound, yet with an impressive accuracy and clarity. Individually hand-crafted 

and beautifully finished, a Response is a loudspeaker for life. 

eProAc 
'P�� 

HIGHPOINT HOUSE, RIDING ROAD, BUCKINGHAM ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BRACKLEY, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NNI3 7BE ENGLAND TELEPHONE 01280 700147 FAX 01280 700148 
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Pe ... sonal 
Paul Messenger peels back another layer of the 

loudspeaker onion, and reports upon his findings. 

E 
ach rime I do a speaker group rest 

for Choice, l learn something 
about the speakers themselves, 

something about loudspeakers in 

general, and something about rhe method­

ology we use to carry out the reviews. On 

this occasion I found two good reasons to 

focus this column on the latter. 

Our speaker reviewing methodology has 

evolved over the years, becoming streamlined 

to the point where it is, to all intents and pur­
poses, a formal procedure. It seems pretty 
well accepted throughout the hi-fi industry 
as a decent attempt at a nearly impossible job, 

and it is recognised that we are as fair as pos­

sible to all corners. 

The cornerstone of the review is the 

'blind' listening rest, which on the surface, 

at least, should eliminate personal prejudice 

and ensure a level playing field for all candi­

dates. It's a very useful tool, for sure. In addi­
tion to keeping the reviewer's own prejudices 

at bay, it should mean that the speakers are 
at least playing on the same field. However, 

after this latest group rest, the flatness of thar 

field has come into question. 

I've long been aware of factors rh at limit 

blind loudspeaker res ring, many of which can 

be ascribed to the often quite dramatic dif­

ferences in frequency balance that exist 

between one speaker and another. The dif­

ferences arise nor only from the design itself, 
bur also from its interaction with the listen­

ing room. This makes it impossible to 
equalise loudness levels accurately between 

one model and the next, while more seri­

ously, the specific balance of any one model 

acts as a frame of reference against which the 
next model in rhe rest is scrutinised. 

The heart of the problem is that the 
ear/brain is very sensitive to balance shifts in 

the short term, bur actually quire accommo­
dating over the longer haul. In the course of 
some twenty minutes' exposure, even the 
most experienced panellist is apt to pick up 
primarily on tonal balance characteristics, 
often to the virtual exclusion of subrler bur 

more insidious long term effects. 

Those factors alone provide a convincing 
explanation for the often anomalous results 
of the 'blind' listening tests, and are the rea­
son why I always carry our additional 'hands­
on' rests. l also measure the frequency bal­
ances of speakers, in situ across the listening 
zone, drawing all strands together to build 
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up a much more complete picture than any 

twenty minute snap-shot. 

This time around, two changes have 

served to highlight a structural weakness of 

the blind rest sessions, with potentially much 
further reaching implications for the way we 

choose our loudspeakers. Because we 
reviewed three Missions, three KEFs, two 

B&Ws and three from rhe Richer Sounds 

group, the similarity between members of the 

same family, and the differences between 

one family and another, in both measured 

and perceived balance, was thrown into 

sharp relief. 

In the blind rests the Missions were con­
sistently criticised for their dull presenta­

tion, in line with their measured balances, 
while the much more forward JPWs were 

clearly preferred. As was rhe KEF mid band. 

Why do manufacturers choose to balance 

their particular ranges so differently? The 

clue came when we brought in a budget CD 

player and amplifier to carry our some hands­

on listening. Immediately the Mission-style 

balance started to make sense, presumably 

because the speakers' relatively restrained 

treble is less inclined to reveal the limitations 

of the more compromised source and amp. 

And what was already true when listen­

ing at fairly modest levels, became all rhe 
more obvious when volume levels went up. 

TheJPWs became decidedly uncomfortable, 
KEFs rather edge-of-the-sear, while the baby 
Missions seemed to come into their own. 

This has numerous implications. It  
emphasises the importance of trying to 

choose loudspeakers in your own system 

context, as well as pointing our that the 

speakers are very much the slaves of rhe rest 

of the system. Of course, this is a major rea­

son why different reviewers frequently come 

to different conclusions. 
Much more heretical is the suggestion 

that there may nor be such a thing as a 'cor­
rect' loudspeaker frequency balance, and 
that a key factor ro consider when choosing 

loudspeakers is how loud you like your 

music. If you like it loud, go for something 

fairly restrained in the presence and lower 

treble; if you like ro listen quierly, you might 
get on better with a more forward, up-front 

presentation. 

Another implication is rhar the arbitrary 
'consensus' loudness level we use during our 

listening rests will inevitably suit some speak­
ers better than others, and rhe chosen level 

is at least as significant a source of prejudice 

as the driving system components. Also, l 

believe, it partly explains why B&Ws have 
done so consistenrly well in my listening rests 

over the years, since they rend to deliver a 

consistent 'middle of the road' balance which 
just happens to suit our normal listening 
level very well. 

Testing this level-dependency hypothesis 
is going to rake a little rime, bur I'll try to talk 
the Editor into setting up the appropriate lis­
tening rests. The more I think it through, the 

more it seems to fir with the experiences of 

numerous designs, with Rehdeko and 

Shahinian probably representing the oppo­
site extremes. It's certainly going to add an 
extra dimension and perspective to my next 
group rest, and hopefully represents the peel­
ing back of a couple more layers from the 
speaker reviewing conundrum. � 
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The Jimmy Bughes 

Expe .. ience 
lt started as a small step for Jimmy Hughes, but it might become a giant 

leap for audiophile kind, if his adventures with £19 speakers prove fruitful. 

U 
pgrades usually involve replac­
ing an existing item with some­
thing better and, invariably, 
more expensive. So there's little 

hope of getting a worthwhile improvement 
on the cheap. If you have a good £300 
amplifier it's unlikely, though not impossi­
ble, that replacing it with a £150 model will 
transform the sound of your system. But 
what about adding something that expands 
on what you've got already? Like a new 
component that doesn't replace an existing 
item, so much as enhance what's already 
there? The key is to find a weak area of per­
formance that can be improved simply and 
cheaply. Easier said than done, I know. But 
for a while I 've had a hunch that there 
might be a weak aspect of conventional 
two-speaker stereo that could be exploited. 

I've wanted to try a centre speaker for 
years now, but always hesitated. Wouldn't 
it work only if fed from a discrete, centre­
derived mono source? Would it lead to a nar­
rowing of the stereo image? I didn't want to 
incur the added cost and complexity of a sur­
round sound processor; I just hoped for a 
firmer, more solidly-focused central image, 
with greater projection of vocals and solo 
instruments. 

Although centre-channel speakers are 
very much flavour of the month, thanks to 
home cinema, the idea of them is almost as 
old as stereo itself. In the very first Hi-Fi 
News annual, published at the end of 1965, 
there was an article by John Crab be, entitled 
Whither Stereo? This considered some of 
the pros and cons of conventional, two­
speaker stereo, in particular the difficulty of 
maintaining a solid, narrow central image 
when the listener sat to one side of a pair of 
loudspeakers. 

Interestingly, Mr Crabbe returned to the 
subject in his Sidelines column (Hi-fi News, 
May '96), where again he highlighted the 
same problem. Clearly, 30 years of'advances' 
and 'breakthroughs' still haven't solved one 
of stereo's most fundamental limitations! 

It could be argued that if a pair of speak­
ers is set up properly, they should image well 
enough not to need a centre channel for rein­
forcement. Yet for several reasons, many 
good systems don't produce a sharp, cleanly­
defined central image. 
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Anyway, adding a couple of centre speak­
ers (fed with straight 'stereo' signals) proved 
a success. It took some experimentation 
before my new additions sounded right, but 
with levels correctly adjusted, the results 
were very impressive. Initially the centre 
speakers sounded too loud, so I kept adding 
resistors to lower volume levels, ending up 
with about 30 Ohms in series. This is a rough 
guide, since much depends on the efficiency 
of both speakers being used. 

Because in my arrangement, the centre 
speakers are effectively in parallel with the 
main speakers, and fed with an identical sig­
nal, having the centres too loud will reduce 
separation. They should just reinforce the 
centre image, not dominate in their own 
right. I can't overemphasise how vital it is to 
get the loudness ratio between main and cen­
tre channels right. You want the centre chan­
nel about 10dB to 20dB quieter than the main 
speakers to ensure seamless integration; the 
centre of the sound stage should solidify with­
out it being obvious what is occurring. 

What sort of speaker should you use for 
a centre channel? Principally, I wanted some­
thing that sounded free and lively with good 
dynamics, but with limited bandwidth. With 
luck, something dirt-cheap too. I actually 
used a couple of inexpensive car speakers, 
£18.95 the pair! 

This centre channel seemed to make the 
music sound firmer and more solidly placed 
in space. I had the centre drive units placed 
to match my main speakers, firing away 
from the listening seat towards the rear wall. 
I placed one on the floor and the other about 

a metre higher, pointing upwards slightly to 
create a sense of height. 

As well as the improvement in focus and 
precision, the speakers created their own 
kind of spacious ambience. Pointing the dri­
vers forward made the centre channel rather 
direct and explicit, losing all sense of airy 
openness. As an experiment I rook just one 
of the speakers to a friend's house and played 
it to a group of hi-fi enthusiasts. (The effect 
works well with just a single drive unit con­
nected to either right or left output.) The 
improvement was quite mesmerising. I 
always know when a gathering of people is 
impressed by the sound it is hearing: every­
one stops talking and listens! 

Aside from the sonic benefits of a more 
solid central image, the music in itself gained 
extra presence and authority, compelling 
attentive listening. Both music and perfor­
mance were transformed into something far 
more interesting and eventful. 

Yet the precise nature of the change 
proved curiously elusive; in a 'with' and 
'without' NB comparison, few if any listen­
ers could say exactly what was being altered. 
Everyone felt it just sounded better, though 
centrally placed solo instruments showed 
that the image had more substance. 

One immediate question springs to mind: 
if you can get this kind of result with a cheap 
drive unit, wouldn't it be even better if a 
proper hi-fi speaker was used? Perhaps con­
trol and refinement could be improved. But 
I chose a simple drive unit because I wanted 
discretion, and used it 'open baffle' to elim­
inate cabinet resonances. � 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Paul ille .. 's 
Oasis of Sanity 

Paul Miller introduces his new Virtual Instrument loudspeaker testing procedures. 

A
ny debunking of wooden hockey 

pucks, hearth rugs, space-age 

snake-oil, and other charmed 

devices currently recommended 

to enhance your listening pleasure, will 

have to wait another month. For now, the 

Great White Chief has decreed that this 

month's Oasis be reserved for a discussion 
of our new loudspeaker lab tests (reviews 

start on page 57). 
Why have we introduced them? In the first 

instance, to bring speaker 

account for the varying sensitivity of our hear­

ing to different frequencies. 
As a result, differences in the bar-graph 

values should genuinely reflect how 'loud' 

each speaker sounds under nominally iden­

tical conditions. The Ease of Drive category 

is derived from a measure of the total load 

represented by the loudspeaker. Though 

speakers are rated at a nominal eight Ohms 
or four Ohms, that specification allows for 
drops of 20 per cent below this figure and 

phase with the output voltage. If this coin­
cides with a drop in impedance then the 

amplifier may be severely taxed, causing an 

increase in distortion or premature operation 

of protection circuitry. A combination of 

data from the impedance and phase tests 
gives us the bar-graph value. 

Last, bur by no means least, there's the 

thorny topic of distortion. Did you know that 
one loudspeaker may suffer ten rimes more 
distortion than another superficially similar 

design, when driven under 
measurement procedures in 

line with those for CD play­

ers and amplifiers, using rhe 

type of Virtual Instrument 

(VT) technology described 

in issue 143. The new pro­

cedure will enable us ro 
tackle one or two tricky 
areas of performance, 

including the measurement 
of loudspeaker distortion, 

that have not been consid­

ered until now. 

AUDIO NOTE AN-K/8: MIDBAND DISTORTION (2.83V/1 m) 
the same conditions? Or 

that a loudspeaker typically 

produces ten times if nor one 

hundred rimes the distortion 

of a typical amplifier? 

In the longer term, our 

computer system will store 

comprehensive data on the 

performance of each loud­

speaker, and, importantly, 
the load it presents to an 
amplifier. This will enable 
us ro model and predict the 
behaviour of certain ampli-

fier/ea ble/loudspeaker com-

94dBA 

LEVEL 

binations. During future amplifier rests, it 

should be possible to recreate the character­

istics of specific B&W, KEF or Mission 
speakers in a programmable load, and 
observe how the performance of a rest ampli­
fier is affected. Imagine how long it would 
rake to compare all the permutations of ten 
amplifiers and ten pairs of loudspeakers in 
the 'real world'! 

For now, let's take a look at the technol­
ogy behind the bar-graphs in this month's 
test. The Relative Loudness and Maximum 

Loudness bar-graphs are almost self-explana­
tory, bur the figures are not simply obtained 
by measuring the speaker's sensitivity at a sin­
gle frequency (typically 1kHz at lm distance 
for a 2.83V input). Instead, I have designed a 
program that calculates theRMS value of the 
speaker's output, from 200Hz to 12kHz, after 

applying a 'human loudness contour' to 

HI-FT CHOICE 

OUTPUT 
FREQUENCY 10kHz 

takes no account of wild variations (to 50 

Ohms or more) caused by the crossover net­

work and/or system resonances. 
Traditionally, the speaker's impedance is 

measured from the variation in voltage of a 
swept sine wave (fed from a high impedance 
source) at the loudspeaker terminals. 
However, this fails to take into account the 
speaker load 'seen' by an amplifier under 
dynamic real life conditions. 

For our tests I have written a VI program 
that outpurs and analyses a dynamic noise 

signal covering all frequencies at once. The 
program is self-calibrating and accurate to 
0.001 Ohms. A second VI program then cal­
culates the phase-shift between current and 

voltage, caused by the reactive component of 
the speaker's load. At some frequencies a 

loudspeaker may cause the amplifier's out­
put current to be up to 60 degrees out-of-

SWEEP 
FREQUENCY 

To this end, our loud­

speakers will be subject to 
two separate Distortion 
tests. The first uses a full 
audio band sweep to pick 
out sudden jumps in distor­

tion associated with system 

and mechanical resonances. 

A slice through this data set 
is shown in the 30 plot 

(left), which reveals the mid­

band distortion (0.1-0.2 per 

cent) suffered by an Audio 
Note AN-KIB speaker as it 
handles a sweep from 
200Hz to 2kHz (1). A vary­

ing third harmonic (2) holds 

sway over a less prominent 

second harmonic (3) in this instance. 

Our second distortion rest will use gared 

tone-bursts to gauge the dynamic behaviour 
of the loudspeaker. The use of custom VT pro­
grams also allows the tone-burst to be seized 
by the microphone and isolated from any 
reflections that arrive afterwards, ensuring 
that any distortion is derived solely from the 
speaker and not a combination of the speaker 
and the room. 

Our loudspeaker tests are still under devel­
opment, as are the computer modelling stud­
ies to predict favourable and potentially dis­
astrous amplifier/speaker combinations. The 

goal, as always, is to rationalise more of the 
arcane ways of hi-fi, in order to help you, the 
readers, buy hi-fi with greater satisfaction. � 

Do you have a subject matter for the Oas1s? Please contact 

?.Miller viaE-mail onl 00576.3021 @compuserve.com 
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VIVANC 
SRI20 
HEADPHONES. 

Hi-Fi Choice have long recommended Vivanco products, 

and now we're giving them away! These excellent, all­

purpose headphones are typical of the quality we expect 

from Vivanco- and they can be yours, FREE, when you 

subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice. 

Bi-Fi Choice for just £14.99 
lt's never been easier to subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice - and 

with the hassle-free direct debit method you can pay in 

six-monthly instalments of £14.99. Let us do the work -

just fill in your details below and we'll do the rest. 

Hl-1'1 CHOICE SUBSCRIPTION APPLICATION I'ORM 

YES! I want Hi·Fi Choice sent direct to my door each month 

0 Please start my subscription from the next available issue and send me my 
FREE Vivanco headphones or 

0 I am already a subscriber, please extend my subscription and send me my 
FREE Vivanco headphones 

YOVR SUBSCRIPTION 
Direct Debit payment 
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0 Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products 
All gifts subject to availability 
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YOVR CHOICE OF PAYMENT 
Complete section 0 Direct Debit f) Cheque or E) Credit /Debit card 

0 0 I would like to subscribe by Direct Debit for just £14.99 every six months 
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Please pay Dennis Publishing Ltd. Direct Debits from the account detailed on �D ebit 
this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 

Signature(s) Date 

Banks and building societies may not accept direct debit instructions for some types of account 

f) 0 I enclose a cheque made payable to: Oennis Publishing Limited 

0 0 Please charge my: 

D Visa 0 Access/Mastercard 0 AMEX 0 Switch (Issue No._) 
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READERS DIG DEEP INTO THEIR BUREAUX, EXTRACT QUillS AND VEllUM, SCRIBE VOlUBlY, AND THIS IS THE RESUlT ... 

LBTI'BR OF TBB MONTH 
The Magic Roundabout 
Some months ago I bought a Stands Unique equipment support 
acting upon another magazine's five-star review. To say I was gut­
ted when I read Malcolrn Steward's dismissal of the support (issue 
151) is an understaternent-l'd wanted ManaAcoustics on a bud­
get, and to be honest, anything would have sounded better than 
the previous set-up, which included wobbly book shelves. However, 
to find out my support had no audiophile pretensions at all left me 
shaken for days. The February HFC remained largely unread and 
the stand didn't receive its twice-weekly dusting for some time. 

But it's all swings and roundabouts. Some months before the 
above purchase, I had plumped for a JVC AX-A662 amp. Funds 
wouldn't stretch to an Arcarn Delta 290 with phono stage, and 
£310 did seem something of a bargain. It was a lonely life-friends 
with Nairn and Audiolab mocked my 'Japanese rubbish'. How 
sweet it was to read Sircorn and Miller's glowing appraisal of the 
'662 in the May issue. Of course, it hasn't changed the attitude of 
my friends, who continually jeer "you've been reading too many 
hi-fi magazines again, Jules." It just goes to show ... 
Julian Gray 
Moseley, Birmingham 

Contl'ovel'sial Cl'eek 
We were most concerned to read 
the review of Creek's 4240SE 
amplifier in your May issue. 
Your findings completely con­
tradict ours and those of hi-fi 
journalists overseas. 

In April we thoroughly tested 
the 4240SE using both analogue 
and digital sources. We 
employed equipment that is 
known to work well with Creek 
designs, and over a four-hour 
period, a broad selection of 
music was auditioned without 
any trace of your reviewer's crit­
icisms emerging. 

All our panel was astonished 
at the level of realism achieved. 
Particularly impressive was this 
amplifier's ability to allow 
graphic portrayal of such vital 
musical considerations as phras-

ing and rhythmic integrity. We 
were also left in no doubt as to 
whether a musician was in com­
mand of his instrument, thanks 
to the sheer expanse of effortless 
soundstaging and musically 
coherent detail. 

One panellist expressed his 
disappointment at your appar­
ent lurch towards tabloid-style 
journalism, more usually asso­
ciated with the increasingly 
dubious What Hi-Fi? 

None of us understands what 
'grainy' sound is. As hi-fi is about 
music it would make much more 
sense to describe what one hears 
in musical terms wherever this is 
possible. To do so would be no 
more or less confusing than 
using obscure hi-fi jargon. 
The Panel at The Den 
Keighley, West Yorkshire 

The difference between your 
test and ours is that you part­

izered the Creek with ancillaries 
that highlight the strengths of 
the 4240SE; our test was 
designed to determine the 
absolute characteristics of all 
the amplifiers. If we had 

wanted to write 13 rave 

reviews, we would have created 

13 complementary systems, but 

that would defeat the obiect of 
the blind test. In addition, your 
4240SE was auditioned in iso­
lation; ours had a dozen other 
amplifiers to contend with. AS 

A400 Shockel' 
In the May issue Help! section, 
one of your writers stated that 
the Pioneer A400 was not a real 
power amp. I would like to make 
the following observations. 

The A400 has no preamp 
stage; it is a stereo power amp 
with a passive potentiometer. 

The letter from your reader 
(Amplified Improvements) 
specifically asked about the use 
of a preamp. You recommended 
that he purchase an integrated 
with a switchable prearnp stage. 

I feel that this is totally inap­
propriate; a dedicated preamp 
with an A400 would be a 
much more cost effective 
upgrade than an integrated 
with a prearnp, the latter being 
compromised, surely, by a 
power supply connected to both 
pre and power stages. 

Your writer goes on to rec­
ommend hi-amplification. A 
good prearnp partnered with an 
A400 will out-perform the sug­
gested amplifiers in most areas, 
and a second one would give a 
significant upgrade. 
Tom Evans, Trichord Research 

· . 
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4240SE has stirred up 
· -

• · a hornet's den of protest. 
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Linn Satisfaktion 
I beg to differ with the advice 
given to Ashley Conning in 
Help! (Gift Horse Overloaded), 
May. Like him, I have KEF's 
10212 Reference speaker. 

You suggest that he auditions 
an Audiolab BOOOA - but this 
can't push low bass into the KEF 
10212. The Technics SU-A900 is 
even worse, with practically no 
bass. I had them both, and was 
going to ditch the speakers when 
two retailers lent me a gaggle of 
amps. What really brought the 
1 02/2s to life was the Linn 
Maiik. There was no compari­
son! I suppose if it can drive Linn 
speakers it'll drive anything ... 

My only complaint was a 
lack of sparkle. However, I was 
so impressed that I have since 
invested in the LK100. After 
dozens of amplifiers over the 
years, I feel satisfied at last. 
A] Barnes, 
Sunbury-on-Thames 

is our 

stylish 

Dig! 

Hi-Fi Choice 

garment, which 

will be awarded to 

the writer of the most interesting 

letter every month. Available only in 

capacious, flattering, XL size. 

OUR .ADDRESS 
The Editor-in-Chief, Hi-Fi Choice, 

19 Bolsover Street, LONDON WlP 
7HJ • Fax: 0171-323 3547 • e-mail: 

100433.1130@compuserve.com. 

"We reserve the right to edit all 

letters that we publish." 
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WILSON BENESCH TURNTABLE STATEMENTS 

Carbon copy 
Jason Kennedy takes home the Wilson benesch record player 

for a bit of Fille Mal Gardee and Physical Graffiti. 

W 
ilson benesch is the 

company that put car­

bon fibre on the hi-fi 

map, and its enthusi­

asm for this incredibly stiff and light 

material knows no bounds. The Wb 

Turntable, ACT arms, and the 

recently introduced range of car­

tridges, use carbon fibre wherever it 
makes a difference. The arm tu be and 
headshell are made of it, the cartridge 
mounting and body use tiny, precisely 

machined bits of the material, while 

rhe deck's subchassis is a phenolic 

resin honeycomb, sandwiched in car­
bon fibre. 

A great deal of engineering and 

design underpin this product. 

The £1,499 ACT Two 
tonearm has a unipivot 

bearing consisting of 

three balls support­

ing a single ball. 

T h e  c o u n t e r ­

weight sits close to 

the bearing but 

surrounds it with 

horns on either side. 
The taper of the arm 

tube into the headshell 
is beautiful-even the fin­

ger lift is moulded from the 
same piece. The curved arm rest, with 
its nylon saddle and safety clip, is 

more stylistically and practically com­

plete than most of its peers. 

The £1,750 Wb Turntable's sand­

wich subchassis is supported by three 

damped springs, and is kept from 
rotating by the combined efforts of the 

arm lead and a small, adjustable 
Kevlat strap. The Papst motor is sus­
pended by a three-point sprung cra­
dle, that can be adjusted so the belt 
runs centrally on the spindle. It is fed 
by an external power supply that, by 

virtue of a 'comms link', can be used 
to power a forthcoming phono stage 

module. The platter is made up of 
two pieces of aluminium, the joint 
between them being moulded to 
achieve a perfect fit. Wb seems to have 
thought of everything. 

The cartridge in this case is the 
£1,499, top o' the range Carbon, fea­
turing a Benz-Micro moving coil gen-
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era tor. Its body is made of the same 
material as the arm, which should 

ensure a good mechanical path for 

energy dispersal. 

Slicecl breacl 
I've been using the Wilson benesch 

ACT One arm (the die-hard, armrest­

free version) on a Voyd for some time 
now. And I have to say I think it's the 
best thing since silver-wired SMEs­
even with less-than-exotic copper 

cable inside. It is one of the least char­

acterful audio components I have 

come across (that's about the highest 

praise I can give), so I was intrigued 

to hear the complete record player. lt 

took a while to set up, but once 
completed, I plugged its 

output into a Michell 

Jso HR phono 

stage, and let it 
take me away. 

The Wb combo 

is assured and 

confident, and it 

never sounds out 

o f  i t s  d e p t h .  

Throw it the most 

mangled sax solo, and 
you will enjoy pain-free 

playback - depending on 
what's in the groove, of course! The 
sound is subtle and revealing, espe-

. cially in the upper midrange, where it 

has a lightness of touch that's rare 

among audio components. It keeps 

time nicely if not emphatically, and it 

can play loud as well as silent with the 
right material. 

Spot the difference 
One way of spotting a decent hi-fi 
component is to check its ability to 
reveal differences between similar 
recordings, or even different press­

ings of the same recording. I gave the 
Wb a go at the latter with a couple of 

Decca SXL 2313s, and it made a good 

stab at pulling out the tonal variations 
beneath rhe rather noisy surface of 
these old LPs. One evening I had 
something of a Led Zeppelin fest 

(these things still happen, I'm afraid), 
and the variations in those recordings 
was quite staggering: they go from 

dynamic, open naturalness on I to 
compressed brightness on Presence, 
with no shortage of alternatives along 

the way. I I I is nice too; I'd like to hear 

an original pressing of that album. 

Bow goocl is goocl? 
As I had rhe Wb arm base on the 

Voyd, I made some comparisons by 

switching arm and cartridge between 
rhe two decks. The outcome favoured 
the dynamic and robust Voyd, mak­
ing the Wb sound rather light and 
insubstantial. The latter is certainly 

nimble, bur doesn't quite 

have rhe energy of rhe 

three-motored title 

holder. However, 

it's as neutral as a 
Pink Triangle and 
possibly better 
resolved than a 
Linn. The ACT 
Two arm and 
Carbon cartridge 
are undoubtedly up 

there with the best. 
T h i s  W i l s o n  

b e n e s c h  c o m b o  e x t r a c t s  

music very effectively, and its high­
rech materials undoubtedly con­
tribute towards resolving power. As 
a package it's worthy of comparison 

with many of the best turntables avail­
able - and a very good reason for 

bidding adieu ro digital audio! � 
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INSPIRATIONS 

This month Alan Sircom 

sees the system of a 

man whose day job is in 

hi-fi. Looks like he takes 

his work home, readers! 

Y 
ou might be surprised to learn how 

few employees of the hi-fi indus­
try keep a killer audio system at 
home. Of course, these folks get 

their fill of superb equipment in the course 
of their daily travails, but the lack of domes­
tic audiophilia is a persistent brow-furrower 
when you consider the attractive prices some­

times available to those in the trade. 

Ian Bolt, of Micromega UK, is a notable 

exception. By day his company purveys fine 
audio electronics, but by night Ian relaxes in 
a front room stuffed with some of the most 
sophisticated high-end hi-fi around. 

Micromega ships in the ultra-sleek and 

not very inexpensive Jeff Row land amplifiers 
from the States, in addition to the finest 

French digits, so it is not surprising that !an's 
system sports equipment from both mar­
ques. Behind the scenes we find black and 

blue Stirling cables - another, sometimes 

neglected, part of the Micromega arsenal. 

I was really surprised, however, to find 
the comparatively low-brow Micromega 
Stage Drive 3 transport, and DAC digital 
converter, slotting into a system where a 

£10,000 player wouldn't be out of place. The 
sound of the player is smooth, transparent 
and satisfying, yet it provides gusto and 

bravado when required. I suspect that the 
sound of this new transport mechanism sur­

prised Ian as much as myself; normally one 
would specify a Classic Line Duo or Trio 
rather than Stage components, but the 
Classic components are currently being 
approved for CE marking, and all existing 
stock has been sold. By the time this article 
hits the streets, the new Classic Line prod­
ucts will be on sale, and Ian's system may well 

change once again (see Update, page 7). 
With a plethora of digital inputs avail­

able, Ian is using the digital output of 
Micromega's Stage Tuner, and feeding it 
through the Stage DAC. While it may seem 
perverse to digitise the tuner signal and then 
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convert it back to analogue, !an thinks it's 
justified- the two-box tuner compares very 
favourably with his classic Yam a ha CT-7000 
airwave plucker from the '70s. 

The AES/EBU input of the DAC is taken 
up with the Drive 3, and the conventional75 

Ohm co-ax input being fed from the Tuner, 
so you would think the remaining Toslink 

optical input could languish in peace. Not so. 

This finds gainful employment fondling the 
digits of a Pioneer CLD-1950 LaserDisc 
player, when LD is used for the odd film or 
rock video. Elsewhere in the room, a Sharp 

LCD projector and screen can be quickly 
lashed up or hidden away as required. 

Taking pride of place in this system is an 

SME Model 20 turntable, with SME Series 

V Gold Standard pick-up arm, Lyra 

Parnassus cartridge, and a mature Jeff 
Rowland Consummate phono stage pow­
ered by a custom power supply. Why SME? 
Because !an knows that he is unlikely to buy 
another turntable, and the SME is stunningly 

well built. Currently Ian is rounding up all 
the records he has always promised himself 

from the '70s and '80s. 

At the heart of Ian's hi-fi is the seriously 

expensive Jeff Row land Coherence pream­

plifier, complete with battery power supply. 

This fantastic-looking piece of kit comes 

complete with a removable front panel, that 
can become the ultimate remote control 
thanks to a wired computer-style 'bus' wire. 

]eff Rowland's name crops up again on 
the power amplifier: the £5,000 Model 2 

stereo power amplifier, and its matching 
£2,500 battery power supply. Although not 

recently been replaced by the System V in 
Wilson's catalogue, but Ian sees no reason 
to have his WATT main unit and PUPPY 
subwoofer upgraded to System V status­

especially when the system sounds as good 

as it does. 

Back to cables again. Normally, Ian 

uses black Stirling virtually through­

out the system, although at the 

time of our visit, he was exper­
imenting with the cost-no­
o bj e c t  T r a n s p a r e n t  
M u s i cW a v e  U l t r a  
speaker wires. The only 
other cables that come 
close to the mark in 

!an's system are 

XLO's Reference, 

deployed with bal­
anced CD-to-DAC 

and DAC-to-preamp 
links. 

Ian's system does 

everything required of a 
first-rate high-end outfit. 

It is subtle, sophisticated 
and well-controlled, yet also 

capable of getting really close to 

a full-range sound- or as close as 
you can get in the living room of a 

medium-sized, suburban town house. I 
was impressed by the bass: in the listening 
room, low frequencies were deep, rhythmic 
and tidy, but thankfully the rest of the house 
didn't join in with the beat. Just as well, 

really - Ian's kid and cats have yet to dis­
cover the joys of extended LF! � 

as well-known as amps 

from Krell and Mark 

Levinson, the Jeff 
Rowland designs deserve 
greater attention, not 
least because of their 
clean, dynamic yet con­
trolled sound. 

lan Bolt's System - The Full Story 

Many pundits con­

sider Jeff Row land to be 
the finest amplifier for dri­
ving Wilson speakers; Ian 

Bolt certainly thinks so, 
as he uses a pair ofWilson 
WATT 3/P UP P Y 2 enclo­
sures. These models have 

SME Model 20 turntable, SME Series V Gold Standard arm, 

Lyra Parnassus cartridge, Stirling phono interconnect c.£6,000 

Jeff Rowland Consummate phono preamp £3,000 

Micromega Drive 3 CD transport £1,000 

Micromega DAC digital converter £700 

Micromega Tun�r (fed through the Micromega DAC, above) £700 

Yamaha CT-7000 £n/a 

Pioneer CLD-1950 LaserDisc player 

(fed through the Micromega DAC, above) £600 

Jeff Rowland Coherence line preamplifier £15,000 

Jeff Rowland Model 2 stereo power amplifier £5,000 

Battery power supply for Model 2 £2,500 

Wilson WATT 3/PUPPY 21oudspeakers c.£13,000 

Cables by Stirling, Transparent and XLO c.£2,500 

THE BIG FIGURE c.£50,000 
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INSTANT SYSTEMS 

starter systems 
There's more than one way to spend a grand on hi-fi. Malcolm Steward investigates three totally 

different approaches to system building -from a music lover's perspective. 

S
o Lady Luck has cast a windfall of £1,000 at your feet, and you have wisely decided 

to blow the lot on a quality hi-fi system. What you can't decide is exactly what you're 

going to buy, or where you'll buy it from. The easy option would be to waltz into a 

department store and grab a convenient one-make package. Alternatively, you could 

don your Bargain Hunter apparel, and visit one of those pile-em'-high bargain outfits. 

The adventurous option would be to venture into specialist retailer territory, clutching some 

CDs, and painstakingly mix'n'match your own separates system. 

Well, we set out to obtain with our notional grand a good quality CD playing system, 

that would pump you up and nurture your desire to get into music more seriously. In other 

words, a system that would make you sit up and listen, rather than a collection of boxes 

that occupy shelf space and see occasional service providing background music. 

The one-make system we selected came from De non- the funky little F1 0 package. 

We picked this because the company's lifestyle products usually perform well, and have the 

sort of styling that make them far more appealing than most of the anonymous matt black 

midi faction. Our bargain hunter's system came from the day-glo empire known as Richer 

Sounds, and featured components from its own-brand and exclusive ranges. The third sys­

tem was suggested by Simon Byles, proprietor of Kingston-Upon-Thames specialist dealer 

Infidelity, and included items from manufacturers Micromega and Rega. 

The One-Make System 
Typical 'one-make system' buyers probably 
imagine that setting up a hi-fi is a complicated 

task. They'll guess that buying a one-make 
package simplifies things, by guaranteeing 
compatibility and ease of assembly, because 
"everything is designed to work together". 
However, the sussed audiophile knows that 
a true separates system is often no more com­
plicated to assemble, while offering better 
performance and greater scope for subse­
quent improvements. The Den on system tries 
ro bridge that gap: it has a stylistic unifor­

mity that will attract the technophobe, while 
its separate boxes increase appeal for the 

more tuned-in buyer. 
In fact, it's unfair to compare this system 

to the typical one box midi. The £1,000 

Denon D-FlO package consists of discrete, 
individually-powered components that con­
nect together using regular ph ono leads. And 
its amplifier actually has regular binding-post 
connectors for the speaker cables! 

What you get with the Den on is a match­
ing CD player, RDS tuner, single cassette 
deck and amplifier, finished in sleek brushed 

aluminium, and partnered by an equally 
smart-looking pair of compact, two-way 
loudspeakers. It looks like a 'real' hi-fi that's 
shrunk to shoe-box proportions. 

It does, however, acknowledge some of 
the requirements of mass-market buyers, 
without upsetting audiophiles. The amplifier 
has tone controls, and the tuner has RDS 
facilities. It is, nonetheless, a simple system 
to operate: there's little on the front panels 
that you could truly describe as superfluous. 

When I switched it on, the favourable 
impressions remained. This system doesn't 
set out to be a go-for-broke, audiophile holy 
grail, but it does aim ro deliver - and suc­
ceeded in delivering - an eminently 
respectable musical performance. Unlike a 
typical midi, the Den on sounded quite com­
fortable playing at levels adequate to fill a 
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medium sized room, with no sense of strain 
or impending failure. 

Further enhancing the system's appeal 
was a well-judged tonal balance, with sweet 
if not unequivocal treble; a pleasant, decently 
informative midband; and a lower register 
that was considerably more extended and 
controlled than I had expected. The kerb 
side of Dr John's piano, for instance, sounded 
full bodied and appropriately fulsome. His 
voice, however, tended to show the system's 
limited resolution. While he sounded unmis­
takably like Dr John, there was a reduction 
of character evident, which stripped out 
those idiosyncrasies that make you sit back 
and smile whenever you hear them. 

The system also rounded off Black 
Grape's edges, diminishing the amount of 
detail you hear when listening to the disc on 
a more revealing system. However, the D­
Fl 0 maintained the music's vital rhythmical 
integrity, bouncing along with admirable 
enthusiasm and control. It conveyed the 
music's message, and maintained my inter­
est in the proceedings, despite a perceived ten­
dency to limit dynamic contrasts. 

Nonetheless, I'd happily recommend this 
Den on to anyone looking for, well, this kind 
of system. It looks the business, it's well fea­
tured and it does the job better than you 
might expect. Compared to a full-on sepa­
rates system it has limitations, but to its 
credit, it conceals them cleverly. Thanks to 
its approachable, balanced presentation, it 
involves you in the music, and draws atten­
tion to what it does well, rather than high­
lighting those areas where it's not so capa­
ble. I reckon it makes the grade. 
� Denon (01753) 888447 
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The Specialist System 
Infidelity suggested a system from two man­
ufacturers, both of whom hold distinctly 
individual ideas about how their products 
should present music. 

The Micromega Stage 4 is the least expen­
sive of the company's bitstream-powered 
Stage series. This £599 confection is a dis­
crete-looking, minimalist design that offers 
an easy upgrade path. You can progress it to 
Stage 5 or 6 (integrated player) status, or to 
Drive 3, at which point it becomes a stand­
alone transport. I've long respected this cost­
effective upgrade concept, and I admire the 
consummate way it has been implemented 
here. If the bug bites and you decide to 
advance to Stage 5 or 6, your player will be 
fitted with improved circuitry that elevates 
its musical performance. 

As in the good old days of record players, 
the source is the most sophisticated compo­
nent here, the leader to which the £398 Rega 
Elex amplifier and £198 Rega Kyte speak­
ers play second and third fiscal fiddles. While 
the Kytes hold Best Buy status in the Hi-Fi 
Choice Directory, the Elex has fared less 
well, being described as "forward, hard and 
unforgiving". That suggests its presentation 
is unpleasant, but in my opinion, the Elex's 
forthright nature is a positive attribute. 
However, you do need to find a set of speak­
ers that won't push things too far. I would 
argue that an amp overdosing on zest is 
preferable to one that submerges musical 
detail and energy in a blanket of unnatural 
warmth. Regardless, this amplifier is another 
minimalist offering, whose black casing, faint 
grey legends and red LED indicators are a 
perfect complement to those of Micromega. 

The Kyte speaker is a truly compact box 
that Choice described as having splendid 
timing and coherence, and sounding very 
explicit and informative. Enough said, apart 
from mentioning that this compact two-way 
also produces a respectably sturdy low end 
performance when parked on suitable 
stands, like Atacama SE24s. It won't shake 
your windows loose, but it's sufficiently 
robust to prevent the system sounding 
pinched and gutless on exuberant music. If 
you like a system that sounds fast and light 
on its feet, the combination of Elex and Ryte 

might well suit. 
With the Stage 4 in the driving seat, the 

system proved deliciously responsive, and of 
the three on test, the most adept at grabbing 
rhythms and timing information by the scruff 
of the neck. It certainly shone on the Black 
Grape album, sounding agreeably fluid and 
on-the-button when conveying bass lines and 
percussion. The same speed that rook care 
of rhythmic matters also provided snappy 
vocal articulation, rendering Messrs Ryder 
and Leveridge's oral exchanges with impres­
sive clarity. 

While there might have been room for dis­
cussion about its cosmetic disposition at 
times, there was no question that this system 
put listeners in touch with the music. The 
level of communication it achieved here was 
worth every penny of its slightly over­
budget price. Dr John's vocal stylings came 
across cogently, and his voice seemed filled 
to overflowing with character and convic-
tion. Similarly, while his piano had fine tim-
bre and authority - albeit without the 
weight that more extended speakers can 
deliver- his playing sounded simply superb. ..... 
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The new Profigold PGA301 from 
Bandridge has arrived ... 

Precision crafted from the finest 

materials available, the new PGA30 1 

interconnect leads will ensure that 

you get the very best from your system. 

Stop listening to your Hi-fi 
and start enjoying the music! 

PROFIGOLD INTERCONNECT CABLE 

ANDRIDGE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE PGA301 AND OTHER PROFIGOLD PRODUCTS, 

CONTACT BANDRIDGE LTD. ON 0181 543 3633 

PREMIER HOUSE 18 DEER PARK ROAD WIMBELDON LONDON SWI9 3BW 

PROFIGOLD, T HE N0. 1 FROM BANDRIDGE 



.,_. His phrasing, rouch and dynamics were sen­
sitively conveyed, making the system's por­
trayal absolutely satisfying in musical terms. 

Again, this seemed a function of the sys­
tem's speed. It's some time since I heard a set­
up at this price that grabbed my attention by 
demonstrating a true capacity for handling 
instrumental leading edges correctly.lt sailed 
through Van Morrison's In The Garden, 
catching the distinct characteristics of the 
choked bass guitar and two acoustic guitars. 
Each has a peculiar 'flavour', and the sys­
tem's deft handling of the leading edges and 
decays of notes highlighted these flavours ro 
good effect.lts response to dynamic changes 
made an equally worthwhile contribution to 
the music's impact. 

This system sits on a knife edge. It 
attempts to convey a wealth of musically rel­
evant information and, given the restrictions 
of tiny speakers, it succeeds. However, this 
leaves some aspects of its presentation rather 
exposed. It's not the sort of system that will 
hide any rough edges in a performance or 
recording, it doesn't sweeten music's lemons, 
and I appreciate that its dynamic and tem­
poral agility might make it a little too exu­
berant for ears tuned to gentler presentations. 
m Infidelity (0181) 943 3530 

The Bargain Hunter system 
The Richer Sounds system comes in at just 
under £930, leaving you enough change from 
the notional budget to buy speaker cables­
the only items not included in the package. 
Every component in the system, right down 
to the interconnects, is either a Richer Sounds 
exclusive or is manufactured by the Audio 
Partnership, the chain's sister operation. 

The system's front end is a £149.95 

Cambridge Audio CD4 connected through 
a £19.95 Cambridge Audio Digital 
Connector to a £199.95 Cambridge Audio 
DACMAGIC 2 external DAC. A pair of 
£29.95 Cambridge Audio Pacific intercon­
nects lead to a chrome finished, £329.95 

Audio Innovations Alto amplifier, feeding 
£199.95 Gale 4 loudspeakers. I added Cable 
Talk speaker cables, which Richer Sounds 
stocks, to finish off the ensemble. That's all 
you'd need apart from an equipment rack, 
because the Gale 4s don't need stands. 

The CD4's facia is devoid of all but the 
most fundamental controls, and is best 
described as functional. Its back panel is 
rather more interesting. It sports two phono 
sockets for analogue output, and a BNC dig­
ital output. The DACMAGIC 2 has two 
electrical inputs - both BNC - and one 
Toslink optical. You don't normally find 
BNCs on low or even mid-priced players, but 
my experience suggests they're worth the 
money. Another unusual feature is the DAC­

MA G IC 2 's provision of balanced audio out­
puts via XLR connectors. 

The Audio Innovations Alto amplifier 
provides a real contrast to the staid cosmet­
ics of the CD player and DAC. Like the 
Cambridge components, though, the ampli-
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fier is still a minimalist device, providing 
users with the means to do no more than is 
absolutely necessary. Scope for system 
expansion comes down to three line level 
inputs and two tape loops. Rated at 35 Watt 
per channel, it seemed to drive the Gale 4s 
to decent levels without running out of 
breath. And those Gale 4s do no harm to 
Richer Sound's attempt to address more up­
market customers. Here's a £200 box that 
comes ready for hi-wiring and sand-filling: 
all good for tweak appeal and fine-tuning. 

The system has a seriously refined qual­
ity; playing Dr John I was highly impressed 
by the weight of the piano, the controlled 
blare of the horn section, and the open, trans­
parent rendering of his voice.lt sounded sig­
nificantly more expensive than it is. 

Refinement, poise and communicative 
ease were also evident with Christy Moo re. 
The system sounded lucid and persuasive, 
with detail flowing freely, while the presen­
tation remained relaxed and easy. A full­
blooded tonal balance and good dynamic 
behaviour helped here: the system's con­
trolled top end and generous bass didn't lose 
their composure with level changes. 

There were rimes when it didn't push my 
enjoyment button so firmly. I'd point an 
accusatory digit at the amplifier for this lapse. 
It just didn't shift into the right gear for Black 
Grape. The Alto sounded a little laid-back, 
and couldn't seem to imbue the rhythm sec­
tion's contribution with the requisite amount 
of get up and go. In other respects its musi­
cal performance was hard to fault, although 
the CD4 did have trouble tracking parts of 
this well-played and not especially clean disc. 

This system proved thoroughly capable 

despite my reservations regarding its tempo­
ral acuity. The individual components seemed 
harmoniously matched and provided you're 
not overly sensitive to slightly reticent timing 
you'll probably find it highly satisfactory. If 
you're a funk freak I'd suggest you swap the 
Alto for an amplifier with a bit more verve. But 
if you prefer Mary Black to Black Grape, then 
this rig deserves a hearty recommendation� 
s Hi-Fi Direct (0171) 827 9827 

CONCLUSION 

So, where should you invest that £1 ,000? If 
your decision is influenced by quantity as 
well as quality you'll have to opt for the 
Denon FlO. In addition to CD it gives you a 
cassette deck and a tuner as alternative 
sources. lt looks good and, usefully, it 
sounds good too. But it's not a purist system 
and if you're after sound quality above all 
else, you'll be better served by a conven­
tional separates system. 

The choice narrows now to the· Richer 
Sounds system and the one suggested by 
Infidelity. Richer's system is a proficient per­
former and the least expensive of the two, 
but I think it's held back by the Alto ampli­
fier. That shouldn't pose any problems 
because the speakers and in particular the 
CD player are more than capable of working 
happily with something different. 

If it were my money, though, I would find 
the extra couple of hundred quid and plump 
for the Micromega and Rega combination. I 
was never 100 per cent certain about the 
Elex, although I started to find it more 
appealing after two or three days of contin­
ued use. My brief was to find a system that 
would encourage someone to become more 
involved with their music, and this is the 
one that best fits that description. 
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Let The Music Play 

nand n ... 
CD multiplayers are convenient, but can the latest models match 

conventional machines for sound quality? Jonathan Jordan tests five. 

T 
hink back over a decade, when the prime 
sourceofmusicalrefreshmemwasvinyl 
LP. A proud owner would cue up the 
disc, but enjoy no more than half an 
hour of uninterrupted music before 
getting up out of the chair, shuffling 

towards the hi-fi, dusting Side Band, finally, 
lowering thetonearmfor another 30 minutes. 
It wasn't all bad, though-at least your beer 
glass didn't stay empty for long! 

The arrival of CD made this ritual obso­
lete, and as maximum playing time rose to 
74 minutes, life expectancies of carpets 
increased around the world. Features such as 
direct track access and remote control made 
CD a clear winner in the convenience stakes. 

Technology progressed, and a few years later 
came the CD multi player, which introduced 
an affordable jukebox concept to our lives. 
However, the early players offered little by 
way of sonic finesse, and most found employ­
ment only as background music providers for 
pubs and restaurants. 

The big question is: have things changed 
for the better? Although there are now 
machines that can play continually for five 
days, this rest is pitched ar a more sensible 
level: machines that hold five or six discs. 
They're certainly convenient, bur do they 
have any musical ability? Using an Audiolab 
BOOOCIBOOOP pre and power amplifier, 
Acoustic Energy Aegis One Speakers, Chord 

JVC 's new XL-F216 shown relaxing 
on a bed of large kiwi-fruit­

flavoured CD, yesterday. 

Co. Cobra interconnects and Nordost 
Flatline cable, each machine was given the 
opportunity to state irs case. After all, what's 
the point in settling down for an evening of 
non-stop music, if your player makes you 
jump from your chair in frustration? 

SVC�f216 £200 

JVC's XL-F216 can hold up to five discs. 
Once rhe rray is opened up, your albums are 
mounted horizontally onto a rotating 
carousel, which is controlled by a disc-change 
button. This JVC is the largest machine rested 
in rh is group, and it is built to a fair standard. 
The large facia has been garnished with a 
wide range of buttons, and a small centrally 
mounted display provides details of which 
disc is playing, track rimes and so on. There 
is a headphone socket, complete with a vol­
ume control, but the machine lacks a digital 
output at the rear. 

Operating theJVC XL-F216 is easy, with 
remote control available for true couch pota­
toes. Changing between discs is a slick 
process accomplished in just under six sec­
onds, making this player the quickest of rhe 
group. Thank goodness, thought I, flipping 
through disc after disc in a desperate attempt 
to find music that sounded natural. 

The biggest problem with this 
machine is bass. It doesn't lack 

clout; rather, the low-end 
i s  t o o  f u l l  a n d  
bloated. Each kick 
of the bass drum is 
over-proportioned, 

while bass guitar 
lingers and flaps for too 

long, booming as unpredictably 
as bangers at a firework display. 

This lack of control also degrades lower 
mid-range definition. When Stuarr Copland 
darts around his drum kit in any Police track, 
you are unaware rhar each drum he is hitting 
actually has a different tone. Vocals attempt 
ro fight their way through rhis barrage, bur 
end up sounding dilmed and weak. This is a 
shame, because when you play a track with 
little or no bass- such as Suzanne Vega's a 
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CD MULTIPLAYERS 

cappella version of Tom's Diner, the JVC 
sounded fine. When a band is added into the 
equation, however, things start to go horri­
bly wrong, and Liam Gallagher's cries 
throughout Wonderwall sounded depress­
ingly sibilant and strained. 

The treble is smooth and refined, but it 
lacks power, and sounds timid. Soundstaging 

is not particularly impressive, either. There 
is no depth or width to speak of, and all you 
get is a mid-speaker central image. 

Despite its good operation and build, the 
216 failed to impress me with its music. 
Obviously it has not been designed for sys­
tems that are placed under close scrutiny, 
though maybe its shortcomings would be less 
obvious in a background-music situation. 

Although this machine is very convenient to 

use, its lack of sonic finesse lets it down at 
the last hurdle. 

VALUE 

£200 

A big, well bui� and easily-operated mu�iplayer; 

materially, it is good value. 

Bass overblown and under-controlled; lacks finesse. 

JVC (UK) Ltd. JVC House, JVC Business Park, Priestley 

Way, London NW2 7BA 

m (0181) 450 3282 

harman/kanlon rt 8300 £280 

Unless you have a super-fiar stomach, 
beware! The fL 8300 has a mighty CD 
drawer that might catch you in the gut ... 
While most of the other machines in this 
group present only a modest tray or a svelte 

magazine, the h/k slides out a massive plat­
ter that extends 25cm (ten inches). It holds 

five discs, and loading in the first four is 

dead simple. The disc skip button, however 
-which rotates the carousel -is craftily 
hidden, along with all the other controls, 
somewhere under this massive drawer. So 
locating and using this crucia I function is just 
a little tricky. 

Otherwise, this struck me as a well 
designed machine. With the exception of the 

power button, all controls feel sturdy, and 
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Ken wood presents the only 

magazine you can load into home 

hi-li and car stereos. Not as good as 

Hi-Fi Choice, though ... 

the casework is of a 
decent gauge. In addi­
tion, there's a coaxial 
digital output, a headphone 
socket, and the luminous dis­
play can be dimmed or turned off 
completely. The remote control is 
comprehensive, and the option to change 
discs while one is playing ensures a contin­

ual music program. Swapping between discs 

is accomplished efficiently, in less than seven 
seconds overall. 

In fact, the 8300 will probably keep you 
happily entertained for quite some time. 
Some players sound very confined, but not 
this one. The soundsrage is open and deep, 
but not excessively wide. Imaging lacks pre­

cision, although it segregates instruments 
and singers with a fair degree of accuracy. 

Bass frequencies may nor be thunderously 
deep, but they are tuneful and quick, and 

don't have an adverse effect on the lower 
midrange. This allows more throaty 

vocalists, of the Leonard Cohen 
genre, all the low-down 
power they require. On 
the other hand, The 

C r a n b e r r i e s '  
o I o r e s 

O'Riordan 

h/k's 

multi player 

may sound great, 

but how do you remove 

that difficult fifth CD? 

appears full of expression, 
albeit with a slightly loose edge 

to the upper portions of her voice. 
After prolonged listening, you feel 

that the Harman lacks a measure of 
spirit and energy in the upper mid fre­

quencies. With rock, pop and contemporary 
styles, this lack of body isn't obvious, but a 

symphony orchestra wi 11 reveal its short­
comings, leaving the 8300 sounding rather 
tired. Top-end detail is good, although there 
isn't enough intensity to send shivers down 
your spine. That said, the h/k does have a 
most natural treble. 

The FL 8300 does have blemishes, par­
ticularly in the midrange, but its good bass 
and open soundstaging make an acceptable 
sound. Minor skipping problems aside, it's 
a pleasure to use, and definitely the best sub­

£300 player here. 

; I I 

***** 
***** 
£280 

Open-sounding mu�iplayer with great bass. 

Some lack of image locus; lacks mid-band imagery; 

occasional tracking skip noticed. 

Harman Audio, Unit 2, Borehamwood Industrial Park, 

Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Herts WD6 5PZ 

(0181) 207 5050 

Kenwoocl DP-M5570 £250 

The only magazines l enjoy are the sort you 
read. However, Kenwood's DP-M5770 
multi player relies on the other definition of 
that noun, meaning that to play a maximum 
of six COs, you must load them into a small � 

}ULY/AUGUSTJ996 35 





plastic box, roughly the size of a paperback, 

that can be transplanted easily into a car CD 

changer. The individual trays contained 

within the cassette are made from delicate 

grey plastic, and locating each CD takes skill 

and patience. 

Beneath the cassette, the 5 570 sports an 
additional, conventional-style single CD 

loading drawer, which means you can play 

a further CD without having to eject the cas­

sette. The comprehensive luminous display 

is complemented by myriad buttons con­

trolling every option, bur many of these are 

roo tiny to speed up operation. However, a 

head phone socket with variable volume con­

trol is a useful inclusion. The general build 
quality is quite disappointing, and a slighr rap 
ro any parr of the casework will deliver a 
rasping rattle. 

Once in use, the Kenwood is hampered 

by a slow, noisy changeover between discs 
-at around 14 seconds the Ken wood is the 

tardiest of the test group. This might not seem 
slow, but considering Dam on Hill gets a new 

set of tyres and a full tank of fuel in less rime, 
it reminds you just how long you're left wait­
ing. When a disc is finally playing, the 
Kenwood sounds powerful and forward at 
first. The speakers are worked hard pump­

ing our the bass, but on closer listening, the 
bass turns out to be all bark and no bite. The 

shifts between notes on a bass guitar riff, for 
example, are not accurately portrayed, and 
although the thumpy bass generates rhythm, 
it is neither quick enough nor sufficiently 
defined to leave you rotally satisfied. 

The soundstage comes well forward from 
the speakers, but the vital elements of depth 
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and width are not evidenr. Every vocal line 

can be followed, but the mid range is some­
what compressed. 

The dynamic range of singers like 

Pavarotti are not complemented by the 

Kenwood's presentation. The higher fre­

quencies lack refinement and intensity; this 

multiplayer steers clear of sounding over­

bearing or harsh, yet sadly it fails to deliver 

a free-flowing and intricate treble. 
Indeed, when this player is let loose on 

Radiohead's The Bends, it never sounds 

happy. The thrashing bass guitar i appar­
ent, but so uncontrolled as to cloud the 

mid range, making drums, voca Is and guitars 

appear recessed and lacking in vitality. 

Simple acoustic repertoire is more faith­

fully reproduced, bur even here, ir can't 

resolve all rhe necessary detail, or effectively 
separate vocals from any instrumentation. A 
recent billboard caption suggests 'Power is 
nothing without control.' Unfortunately, this 
is a lesson rhe 5570 needs ro learn. 

S01JND 
VALVE 
PRICE 

***** 
***** 
£250 

• 
� 

Initially powerful and forward sound; thumpin' bass . 

Slow CD change; disappointing build; sound fails to 

live up to initial expectations. 

181 Trio-Kenwood (UK) Ltd, Kenwood House, Dwight Road, 

Watford, Herts WD I 8EB 
m (01923) 816444 

NAD515 £350 

No prizes for guessing which machine has the 

most bluff appearance of this group. That 
said, rhe NAD 515 does score by being rhe 
easiest ro use. For starters, the large drawer 
only comes our 18cm (seven inches), so you 

NAD's 515 may not be 
the prettiest of the pack, but it 

sounds much smoother than it looks. 

don't get butted in the belly. Furthermore, 

the tray is mounred below rhe buttons and 
display window, so all functions are always 

visible. And its piece de resistance is rhe disc 
skip button that rotates the loading carousel: 
this is mounted into the lip of the drawer 

itself. Loading discs can be mastered in a mat­
ter of seconds. Although plastic, the front 

panel feels rugged, and all buttons are logi­

cally arranged. The casework, finished in 

slightly abrasive matt grey, feels solid ro rhe 

touch. At the rear is a coaxial digital output, 

which gave pleasing results when hooked up 

to an external digital convertor. 
A characteristically simple remote hand­

set allows complete armchair operation, and 
the NAD has enough about ir to keep you 

planted in your sear. Within seconds of use, 
I noticed how it resolved more detail than its 

c o m p e t i t o r s .  T h r o u g h o u t  O a s i s ' s  

Wlonderwall it brought out tiny instrumen­

tal particulars missed by others. Upper 
reaches were more succinct, and although the 
NAD manages ro keep treble informative, it 
doesn't overstep the mark. 

Ar the other end of the frequency spec­
trum, bass delivery was direct and well pro­

jected. Maybe it was not the deepest I have 
ever heard, bur it raced along fast enough to 

make bass guitars sound involving and fluid. 
Vocalists from Pavarotti to Chrissie Hynde 
were clear and controlled, though more 

midrange energy would have helped. Sudden 
transients or pace shifts caused the 515 no 
problems, and although it was smooth and 
controlled, it didn't suffer from a lack of 
dynamic power. 

Though I liked its ronal balance, the 515's 
soundstage wasn't up ro the standard set by 
harman/kardon's FL 8300. The 515 has 

inherent musicality and pleases the ear, but 

it fails to lay bare the inner workings of a mix. 
On The Pretenders' Isle of View acoustic 
compilation, for example, the NAD managed 
to project a wide field of music and offer sta-
ble imaging, but didn't create great depth. 
Orchestral pieces, such as Dvorak's � 
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Mordaunt·Short 

In June 1996 WHAT Hl-Fl7 compared the new 

Mordaunt-Short MS25i to eleven of its closest 

rivals 

* 

WHATHI*FI? 

"U/ti111ate gold star hono1m go to the Mordaw'll-5/,orts, 

for a blend of power and i11cision thats 111ore thm• worth 

every penny" 

"S11pmue balance, detail and pace witiJ kicki11g depth a11d 

drive- these floorsta11ders are onr fave £300 all-ro•wders." 

"the MS2sis poise gives t!Jelu the all-ronnd edge i11 

spellbi11ding fashion." 

We think they liked them! 

Maybe it was our new, anodised aluminium 

gold dome tweeter which raises the first break­

up mode of the tweeter dome beyond audibility, 

resulting in a sweeter, more detailed, more open 

treble. Or it could have been the new MCS 

Technology cone and surround, precision 

profiled to improve transient attack and 

termination characteristics, resulting in better 

midband performance Possibly they liked the 

new, braced cabinet construction which 

improves the bass. 

Whatever it was you'll find similar attention to 

detail in all loudspeakers from Mordaunt-Short, 

where engineering with a purpose and a love 

of music still mean something. 

reach for 
For your FREE copy of this review and your 

FREE Mordaunt-Short literature pack, including 

details of the new Music Series i, the 

Performance loudspeakers and our new range 

of Home Entertainment loudspeakers, 

CALL FREE NOW on 0321 506550 (24 hours) 

http://www.mordaunl-short.com/ 



Symphony 
No. 9, came across 
e f f e c t i v e l y  d u r i n g  
laconic passages, but once 
the conductor's baron started 
waving, the soundsrage shrank back 
two dimensions. 

Swapping between discs rook less than 
seven seconds, and the only operational com­

plaint was the half-second delay between 
pressing the button on the remote and the 
machine responding. 

The NAD isn't cheap at £350, bur it does 
manage to offer both serious listening plea­
sure and convenience. The soundsraging may 
not be of the first order, bur the manufac­
turer's rigorous attention to derail, and the 
design's musical competence, makes it a great 
companion for music lovers. If you're seek­

ing a mature-sounding mulriplayer, the AD 
is well worth considering, and firmly deserves 
Recommended status. 

VALVE 
PRJCI £350 

.A. One of tile most musical muhiplayers around. 

,.- Imagery could be better; not cheap; 'functional' 

NADdy styling not to all tastes. 

B NAD Marketing Ltd. Adastra House, 401-405 Nether 

Street, London N3 1 QG 
fil (0181) 343 3240 

Shei'Wood CDC6050R £200 

Sherwood's CDC6050R holds five CDs, and 
like the h/k has a massive drawer that pro­
trudes over 25cm (ten inches). However, as 
the disc skip button sits above the drawer, 
loading discs is straightforward. For £200, 
the Sherwood is built well and specified 
highly. There is an optical digital output at 
the rear, and extras include a headphone 
socket with variable volume control. The 
central blue display is easy to read, and 
mechanically, the Sherwood performs well, 
swapping between discs in less than seven 
seconds. The styling doesn't break any new 
ground, though, and the graphics suffer a 
slight degree of overkill. The buttons on the 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

Watch out stomach, here comes the drawer of 
the Sherwood 60SOR!11reathe in as you open 
the player, or you might be in for a surprise. 

CONCLUSION 

CD multiplayers have come a long way 

since their early days, and every 

machine tested here, with the excep­

tion of the Kenwood DP-M5570, was 

easy to use. Loading up several of your 

favourite discs and just sitting back is a 

wonderful experience, and I have to 

admit that it's all too easy to become a 

couch potato. 

If you're not too fussed about 

absolute sound quality, the £200 
Sherwood 6050R definitely fits the bill. 

Upping the ante to £280 will buy you 

the harman/kardon FL 8300, which 

despite its faults managed to provide 

good listening pleasure • 

And if you can afford it, the £350 
NAD 515 is always a pleasure to use, 

while communicating musical essen­

tials in fine style. 

lt's worth keeping in mind that 

although a CD multiplayer provides 

some luxury, this is not without its 

price. Good single-deck CD players at 

comparative prices will outperform 

their multiplay rivals with ease. 

That said, the gulf between single 

and multiplay CD players is getting 

smaller. For the sheer ease of use 

offered, I would happily spend an 

evening with either of the 

Recommended products. 

Both the harman/kardon FL 8300 
and the NAD 515 treat music seriously, 

and although the multiplayer as a genre 

has yet to reach the pinnacle of sonic 

prowess, the best models are getting 

closer all the time. 

facia are a lirrle small 
for easy operation, but 

l spent most time operating 
this machine with its compre­

hensive remote control. 
Even though the listening volume 

level was matched for each machine, the 
Sherwood sounded a touch louder than its 
rivals. Basslines were prominent, but they 
didn't extend down too far, and nor was the 
bass particularly tuneful. 

Consequently, it was difficult to follow 
the notes of a bass guitar. For the most part, 

mid frequencies were projected effectively 
from the speakers, and although vocals 
sounded powerful, the Sherwood offered lit­
tle by way of vocal dynamics. Acoustic pieces 
sounded fine, bur demanding tracks such as 
The Cranberries' Zombie were painted in a 
clouded, muddled and unenthralling man­
ner, and there was even a nasal tint to some 
of the vocals. 

Finally, the treble lacked any degree of 
detail or polish. Against the backdrop of the 
powerful midrange, all high frequency con­
tent sounded pretty weak and lacklustre. 
Even worse, orchestral strings managed to 
pick up a metallic edge. 

The Sherwood's soundsrage extended a 
way forward, bur there was a noticeable lack 
of width. Furthermore, with gutsy rock, the 
6050R's soundstage contracted, and the 
image became too central. The sound on 
offer is far from refined, but although it has 
its shortcomings, the Sherwood does at least 
try to make the music involving. 

Sherwood's CD mulriplayer is well built, 
well equipped, and even though it lacks a cap­
tivating, tonally accurate sound, neither is it 
brittle, gutless nor offensive. If convenience is 
your ultimate goal, and you're prepared to live 
with less than average sound, the 6050R is 
great value. If you want more engaging sound, 
however, realising your dream will require a 
larger cash outlay. � 

SOUND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £200 

.A. Very good build, especially for tile price; zingy sound. 

,.- Could do with being far more subtle, polished and 

musically enga&ing. 

B Hi-Fi Direct, Richer House, Hankey Place, London 

SE! 488 
fil (0171) 827 9827 
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Malcolm 'Guru' Steward seeks the great audio truth for the benefit of all hi-fi kind - cor! 
Send your hi-li queries to 'Help!' at the usual address (page 3) or 100433.1130@compuserve.com. We regret that we cannot answer individual queries on a personal basis. 

Ouel'y of the month 
Tl'ouble down below 
My system originally consisted of a Rotel RCD-965BXLE 

Discrete CD player, NAD 304 amplifier, and Mission 780 

speakers on Atacama S£24 stands. It had trouble playing deep 

bass notes on CDs by Portishead, Massive Attack, Leftfield, etc. 

and produced nasty buzzing noises from the speakers. Mission 

repaired them several times and even replaced them with 
780SEs but to no avail. I upgraded my amplifier to a Cyrus Ill 
but the problem persisted. 

The bottom line is that Mission now tells me that my system 
simply can't handle this sort of music at high volumes. Is this 

the best I can expect from one of the UK's top manufacturers? 

Diluk Dias, via the Internet 

Freed from the constraints of vinyl, record producers often put 

ridiculous levels of bass onto tracks. Most compact speakers 
just can't cope with it: they have neither the cone area nor coil 
excursion necessary to deliver those frequen­
cies at high volume levels. 

To appreciate Massive Attack at massive 
volume levels you need incredibl)• robust 
loudspeakers. I'm currently using tri-amped 
Naim DBLs and their fifteen-inch bass dri­
vers have no problems with deep bass at high 
levels. The Shahinian range - the mighty 

Diapason, in particular - and active ATC 
speakers also soak up the sort of musical 
abuse that fries most speakers. In the above 
cases, however, you're talking about damag­
ing your bank balance to the tune of around 
£7,000, before you add the cost of a suitable 
system to partner the speakers. 

A real-world solution is to exercise more 
restraint with the volume control (it'll only 
save your hearing in later life) and use a more 

modest but beefier speaker such as Tannoy's Wharfedale's 
633 li or the Wharfedale Yaldus 500. rockin' Valdus 500. 

Stand by lol' action 
My system consists of a 
Marantz CD-63SE CD player, 
Arcam Alpha 6+ amplifier and 

Ruark Sabre speakers. Can I 
leave the electronics constantly 

powered, as there is no stand by 
facility, but there is a big differ­
ence once the components are 
warmed up? Could I damage 
these units by leaving them on? 

Could you also offer advice 
on suitable stands for the 
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speakers? J've had conflicting 
opinions regarding solid and 
open-frame stands. 

Finally, I have all this equip­
ment and my Nicam TV and 
VCR connected to a multi-plug 

rail from one mains socket. Is 
this likely to compromise 
sound quality? 
Roman Akert, Dorset 

I can't advise you to leave your 
hi-fi constantly powered, just in 

case freak circumstances result 
in your home going up in 

flames. That said, my own sys­
tem hasn't been powered-down 

in years. In fact, the effects of 
large surges of current drawn 

when equipment is 
switched on often 
cause components to 
fail prematurely. The 
exception is valve 
equipment, which 

should not be left per­
manently powered. 

When it comes to 
stands, Ruark itself 
r e c o mme n d s  
Partington Trophy 
and Target HJ stands 
for the Sabre. I prefer 
rigid, open frame 
stands , because of the 
snappy timing and 

dynamics they pro­
vide - but try solid 

stands and see which 
you favour. 

Regarding your mains con­
nections, I prefer not to have a 
TV connected to the same 
socket as hi-fi equipment. And 
if you're talking about a multi­
socket distribution block when 
you say a 'multi-plug rail' I'd 
recommend changing it for a 
Stands Unique four-into-one 
mains plug, or a high quality 
distribution block that uses 
conventional three-pin mains 
plugs. Kimber Kable, and a 
number of dealers, make partic­
ularly fine examples. 

Tlol'two? 
Currently I have a Philips CD-

473 CD player, an Exposure 
XVII pre-amplifier and XVIII 
power amplifier, a Nakamichi 

BX-.125e cassette deck and 

Ruark Talisman 2 speakers. I 
want to upgrade the CD player 
but am not sure which model 
would best suit my system. I've 
considered the Pink Triangle 
Ordinal DAC but I'll have to 

find a transport to match it in 

the future. I could buy a 

Micromega T-DAC now and 

the matching T-Drive later but 

J can't find a review on this 

combination and it's hard to 
get a demo with my current 

amp and speakers. 
It seems easiest to buy an 

integrated player and I've 

short-listed the following: 

Micromega Stage 6, Nairn 

CD3, Meridian 506 or the 

Arcam Alpha 5+. 

N. H. Wrobel, via the Internet 

l've heard the Micromega T­
Drive and T-DAC in a similar 
system to yours and they 
seemed ideally matched. 
However, as far as we can tell 
the Micromega T-series is no 
longer in production. Likewise, 
Micromega's Stage 3 has been 
replaced by the Stage 6. This 
also merits consideration and, 
because it can be converted to 
work as a dedicated transport, 
provides a cost-effective 
upgrade path if you really want 
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THE FRONT END 

to finish up with a two-box 
player. Finally, the Nairn CD3 
also excels in the timing area 
and is similarly well suited for 
the system you own. 

Short but sweet 
I want a CD player and ampli­
fier for my Epos ES14 speakers. 

What is the best combination? 

]aume Moreno i Roca, Spain 

The ES14s were designed using 
Nairn amplification- NAC32 

preamp with HiCap power 
supply and NAP250 power 
amp - and I think this is still 
the sort of drive to which they 
respond most keenly. The part­
nership of revealing amplifiers 

and speakers necessitates a 

quality CD player and I'd rec­

ommend either the Naim CDS 
or CD2. 

Another option would be 
Exposure amplification teamed 
w i t h  a C D  p l a y e r  f rom 
Micromega. This would give 
you a cosmetically similar 
sound, with the same kind of 
rhythmically and dynamically 
cohesive musical presentation 

the ES14s relish. 

The Five Year Plan 
I have a system I like, but think 

it's time to make it even better. 
Mostly bought in 1991, it con­

sists of a Meridian 200 trans­

port, '93-vintage Audiolab 
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S O O ODAC, 
A u d i o l a b  

SOOOC and P 

amplifiers, and 
K E F  103/4 
speakers. I use 
Wonderlink optical 
i n t e r c o n n e c t  

between the trans­

port and DAC, and 

Omni interconnects 

between the amps. Speaker 

cables are Astral Blue Space 
and Time. 

I have wide-ranging tastes in 
music but listen mainly to 

mainstream rock, pop and clas­

sical. I appreciate my system's 

strong midrange and clarity. 

With a budget of around 

£1,000, should I improve my 

speaker cables- silver?- and 

interconnects, or buy a good 

table- Mana? At present I'm 
using a Target table. And 
should I consider the Clock 2 
upgrade for my transport and 
replace the foam in my speakers 

with Deflex acoustic padding? 

Lien Ber Luen, via the Internet 

Having experienced, as have 
many others on the Hi-Fi 

Choice team, the effects of 
Mana's excellent support furni­
ture, my money's on the table 
upgrade if you're after dra­
matic improvements. 

You have nothing to lose by 
having your transport Trichord 

•11na 

Can Trichord's Clock 2 save the day 
for an ageing Meridian transport� 

modified, as it's well 
out of its guarantee period. 
However, before investing 
money here, try using its coax­
ial output instead of the optical 
connection. l think you'll find 
that gives significant gains in 
clarity and precision. As to 
modifying your KEFs, the only 
advice l can proffer is suck it 
and see- provided you're con­
fident about dismantling and 

reassembling them. 

Consult the Oracle 
My system consists of: an 
Oracle Alexandria Ill with 

Rega RB300 arm and Audio 
Technica AT-OCS cartridge on 

a Target wall shelf; Meridian 

206 CD player; Cambridge P40 

amplifier; and KEF Q60 speak­

ers on stands connected with 

QED 79-Strand cable. 

I intend to upgrade the 

amplifier to a Cyrus Ill. Can 
you suggest a good phono 

transformer for the OCS? My 
real question, though, concerns 

replacement speakers. A friend 

who travels the world has told 

me about a Phase Linear model 

he heard. I think they retail for 

around £1,400 but dealers 

don't seem to know much 

about them. Do you have any 
information? 

Steve Knight, London 

The Cyrus Ill needs a step-up 
device for moving coils and my 
favourite always used to be 
Ortofon's TS transformers, 
which are no longer available. 
Sadly I know of no suitable 
inexpensive alternatives so 
you'll need to look at an active 
device. This will cost more, but 
the Moth RIAA pre-amplifier is 
a good value option at £199 or 
£249, with uprated power sup­
ply. An alternative would be to 
change from the now discontin­
ued AT -OCS to a moving mag­
net, such as the Rega Elys, or 
high output moving coil car­
tridge, like Denon's DL-110 or 
the superb DL-304. 

As far as I know no-one 
imports Phase Linear speakers 

into the UK. 
I n s t e a d ,  I'd 
l o o k  a t  h o m e  
grown models but I 
wouldn't spend as 
much as £1,400 on a speaker to 
use with a modest integrated. 
You'd do better buying speak­

ers around £400 - such as the 
Mission 734 or Heybrook Trio 

- and putting the £1,000 left 
over towards front-end and 
a m p l i f i e r  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  
Whatever you settle on, 
though, change your 79-Strand 

- it's a budget speaker cable 
and not apfJropriate for a sys­
tem such as the one you are cur­
rently planning. 

Get a grip 
My current system comprises a 
Micromega Stage 3 CD player, 

Audiolab SOOOA amplifier and 
Tan noy 609 speakers. It 

sounds pretty good but I believe 

the speakers are limiting the 

system. l have £1,000 to 

upgrade and want a pair of 

speakers that are dynamic, with 

plenty of slam, but which can 

also sound refined when the 
need arises. The Mission 753s 
sounded good at the Bristol Hi­
Fi Show but I've also heard 
them sounding poor with 

harsh, detached treble. Would 

they suit my Audiolab or do 

they need an amplifier with 
more grip? 

S. Rivett, Norfolk 

JULY/AUGUST 1996 41 

( 



THE FABRIC OF LIFE 



Get a grip (cont.) 
l have somewhat mixed feel­

ings about the Tannoy 609 and 

the Mission 753. Both speakers 

shine when the system and 

room are working in their 

favour, but are unforgiving in 

other circumstances. Both seem 
to appreciate largish rooms and 

muscular amplifiers. 
Given your present system I 

wouldn't spend £1,000 on 

speakers right now. I'd think 

first about adding, say, an 

8000P power amplifier, which 

would provide more musically 

rewarding results. Only then 

should you think about 
replacement speakers. !'m 
rather impressed by the Neat 
Petite Ils and these would be 
worth considering later, when 

your bank balance has recov­

ered from the amp upgrade. 

Otherwise, simply replace 

your Tannoys with a more 

modestly priced speaker that 

will fit in better with your sys­
tem. Look at the Mission 733, 

the Epos ES11 (although this 

would really benefit from an 

improved amplifier too), the 

Origin Live OL2AS, and 

TDL's RTL3. 

Audiolab alternatives 
My system presently comprises 

a Meridian 206 Delta Sigma 
CD player, Audiolab 8000A 

amplifier and Royd Abbott 
speakers, hi-wired with Kelvin 

K19 cable. I am happy with the 

overall balance of the system 
but would like a bit more con­

trol and extension in the bass. I 

am considering adding an 

Audiolab BOOOP, using the 
8000A as a pre-amp, replacing 

it with the 8000Q when funds 
allow. What other amplifiers 
would you suggest I audition as 

an alternative to the 8000P? 

My budget is around £1,000. 
/an Brewster, via the Internet 

Getta betta balance with Rotel's RCD-970BX CD. IIIBD 

I usually suggest sticking with 
power amplifiers from the same 
manufacturer as your pre­
amplifier. You can then expect 
the two units to work optimally 

together. However, the 8000A 

isn't a capricious beast so mix­

ing and matching shouldn't 

pose any real problems. Try the 

Exposure Super VIII, a pair of 

Arcam's Delta 290Ps to bi-amp 

y o u r  s p e a k e r s ,  o n e  o f  

Heybrook's Signature series 
amplifiers, or check out the 
Moth Thirty Series lOOW 

m o n o  p o w e r  a m p l i f i e r s  
reviewed in issue 155. 

Start me up (slight return) 
My system comprises a har­

man/kardon 6100 amplifier, 

De n o n  TU- 2 8 0  t u n e r ,  

Kenwood KX-54 tape deck and 
a Pioneer PD-5300 CD player. 

I'm using a twenty-year-old 

pair of Philips loudspeakers, 

which I consider good but not 

good enough. I'd like to 

upgrade the system but don't 

know whether to start with the 

CD player or speakers. 

I've listened to some 

Mission speakers and I liked 

the 780SEs for their musicality 

but they have been discontin­

ued here in Holland. I heard the 

751s but they sounded a bit 

sharp - maybe they needed 

running in. I found the 731s 

and 732s entertaining but not 

delicate enough for classical. 

My room doesn't allow me 

to use floorstanders. My musi­

cal tastes vary but as I listen to 

organ I like clean, detailed bass 

more than lots of bass. I can 

spend £200 on a CD player or 

£350 on loudspeakers. 
Derkjan de Haan, 

via the Internet 

Your budget allocation is a bit 
askew: you're heading for a 
sideways shift rather than a sig­
nificant upgrade. Spending 
£350 on the CD player and 
£200 on the speakers will give 
you a better balanced, more 

capable system. I'd recommend 

8000A- just add power. 

you try a cornbination such as 

the Rote/ RCD-970BX CD 

p l ay e r ,  w i t h  a p a i r  o f  

Mordaunt-Short MS20i loud­

speakers, which ought to give 

you the musicality you desire, 
and well controlled, surpris­
ingly extended bass. 

Compare the Rote/ with 
players such as the Denon 

DCD-1015 and the Pioneer 

PD-S703, and put the speakers 

up against models such as the 

Tannoy 632, Rega Kyte, and 

the]PW AP2. 

Budget boost 
I have a Marantz CD-63 CD 

player and Mission 731 speak­
ers driven by a NAD 310 inte­

grated amplifier. I am looking 

for a clearer midrange and tre­

ble, and a little more loudness, 

but I only have £150 to spend. 

DUJ.BR DICISIONS 
A trio of top dealers solve a reader's conundrum 

The Query 
For the last three years, my hi-fi has been in storage while I 

worked in Asia. Upon seeing my Tannoy SRMs and Meridian 206 

Bitstream CD player I had an urge to get them connected, but my 

Quad 44/405 pre-power amp was not to be found. One insurance 

cheque later, I am in need of about £1,500 worth of amplification 

to match the above. 

I listen to anything from Dub to Bach, and I am going into Pro­

Logic. I am all ears for suggestions-maybe a top-end surround 

amp, but do they have the sound quality for audio use? 

Bob Roberts, West London 

Solution#l 
You need have no concerns regarding top-end AV amplifiers being 

suitable for serious hi-fi use; in fact it is the processor that is usu­

ally below par. Our choice would be the five channel Magnum 

A500 (5xl20w) MOSFET amplifier, that allows easy switching 

from stereo to AV. 

For a high quality processor in your price range, we would sug­

gest the Harman/Kardon AVP2. This should be excellent with the 

Tannoys and prepares the way for the ultimate add-on -a REL 

Stadium 11 subwoofer. 

Laurie Wolfe, Hertford Music, Hai/ey, Hertfordshire 

Solution#2 
We recommend an amplifier which provides seamless integration 

of AV and audio-only sources, such as the Arcam Xeta One and 

Yamaha DSP-A2070. An alternative would be the Arcam Delta 

290 integrated amplifier with a Xeta Two processor. The hi-fi per­

formance will be improved, while retaining sufficient video switch­

ing for most situations. 

Aside from Tannoy centre and surround speakers, we would 

also recommend checking out Definitive Technology and KEF 

Reference ranges. The new range of AV speakers from Linn, while 

stretching the budget, are excellent and should also be auditioned. 

When funds permit, a Miller & Kreisel or KEF sub-woofer should 

be auditioned, preferably at home. 

Steve Carol/, Congleton Hi-Fi, Cheshire 

Solution#3 
The Meridian 206 is an excellent CD player and Naim amplifica­

tion would realise its full potential. Also, the Tannoy's dual con­

centric drive units need controlling, which Naim would do per­

fectly. So, opt for the Naim NAC 72 and NAP 140 pre/power 

amplifier combination. 

If Prologic is more important than stereo, investigate Arcam's 

Xeta One. A quality centre channel speaker and surrounds from 

Mission would complete the Prologic package. 

I feel AV amps are not best for audio use, but listen for yourself. 

You can always add a Prologic decoder to the Naim for the best 

of both worlds ... 

Frank Moran, Overture Hi-Fi, Oxford 

Views expressed are those of the dealers concerned and do not reflect Hi-Fi Choice editorial policy. 
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The future is here! 

230mm(Z) 
CEILING SPEAKER 

150x 90mm 
KEYPAD/DISPLAY 

5Y5TEML/NE 

Tel:(01276) 451166 

F[L'\:(01276) -!52211 

Lighrwatcr, Surrey 0[1 8 SXU 

DESIGNED & MANUFACTIJRED !N ENGI.Jt.ND BY QED AUDIO PRODUCTS LID 

Atacama SE24 

"fill them with sound and they're unbettered for the money, 
injecting plenty of punch and panache into the sonic equation: 
tight as a drum, bass hits low, treble soan" 
BD2l 
"Built ftom the same stock as the SE24's. Excellent" 

What Hi-Fi August 1995 

Manufactured by 

SAMBELL ENGINEERING LIMITED 
Winsron Avenue • Croft • Leicester LE9 3GQ 

Telephone Sutton Elms 01455 283251 Fax: 01455 283908 

You can spend a fortune on your 

hi-fi, but without proper support it 

won't sound as good as it should. 

Sound waves bounce off the walls, 

your floor and components, 

causing distortion. it's a problem 

we've been working on since 

1975, resulting in some of the 

finest speaker, hi-fi and audiovisual 

suppor ts available today. 

For example, the Adagio table 

shown here boasts a fully 

assembled, welded tubular steel 

frame, braced at the corners for 

extra rigidity. The legs and top shelf 

are supported on isolation spikes 

to minimize sonic interference. it's 

just one of many Apollo designs 

free of bad vibrations. 

For full details return the coupon 

or ask your hi-fi dealer. 

I want good vibes. Please send me a brochure. 

Address 

Post code 
WHF 

AP�LI!l� 
HI-Fl FURNITURE 

Zenith Crown Ltd., Tipton Road, 

West Midlands, DYl 4SQ Tel: 0121 



.,_. I could buy either a Rotel 
RA930AXII or a Kenwood 

3020SE (on special offer). 

Alternatively, I could buy 

Mordaunt-Short MS20 speak­
ers for £120 on sale: would 
these give me the sound I want? 
My listening room is only 3m 
by 2m and I listen to rock, pop 
and dance music. 
Phillip Reed, Devon 

I'd say look at speakers. The 

Mordaunt-Short MS20's bigger 

cabinet will pay dividends in a 

system like yours. With them, 

your NAD amplifier should 
provide better low-end perfor­
mance, paying dividends fur­

ther up the spectrum. 
An amplifier upgrade may 

seem more logical, but the 

improvement the Kenwood 
3020SE provides isn't really 

that dramatic. 

Style-conscious stereo 
I have £1,000 to replace my 
stolen amplifier and speakers, 
and to add a CD player. I'd wel­
come some stylish recommen­
dations as I'm keen on appear­

ance. The components should 

work well with my Manticore 

Mantra turntable. 

Duncan Kay, Essex 

Aura's elegant VA100 ampli­
fier and CDlOO CD player fit 
perfectly within your budget, 
leaving you around £270 a pair 
of B&Ws DM602 speakers. 

Ultimately, though, it's how 
the system sounds that matters, 

so don't let the absence of a 

dashing demeanour tempt you 
away from a component that 
excites you musically. 

CDs to stun by 
I have a Marantz CD-SOSE CD 
player, Pioneer A-400 amp, 
Dual CS-505ll turntable with 
Audio Technica AT-110E car­
tridge, B&W DM600 

speakers, 
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DNM interconnect and Cable 
Talk Concert 2 speaker cable. 

I'm stunned by the musical­

ity and enjoyment I get from 

my vinyl LPs compared to COs. 

However, I need to buy a new 
CD player and I'd like one that 
will match the musical perfor­
mance of my turntable. I have 
£300 to spend. 
Paul Wood, Hampshire 

I reckon that most CD players 
fail to deliver that indefinable 

'rightness' that turntables offer. 

However, some do sound musi­
cally persuasive. One such 
machine is the popular £349 
Rote/ RCD-970BX, thanks to 
its robust tonal balance and 
open midrange. 

Others in your price range 
that I'd suggest auditioning are 
the Sony CDP-761E, Denon 

DCD -1015 and Pioneer's 

Legato Link PDS-703. 

Bringing up Baby 
My system comprises a Pioneer 
PD-7700 CD player, a Pioneer 
A-400x and baby Sony speak­
ers. What speakers would you 

recommend as a good match 

for my system? How about the 

'Best Buy' Mission 733s? 

Could you also suggest a CD 

player as an upgrade? I listen to 
modern music and like rock 

with plenty of deep bass. 
Greg Quimio, 

Brisbane, Australia 

The Mission 733 is well suited 
your amplifier: it's easy to drive 

and generous at the low end. 

Other speakers you should lis­

ten to include the Tannoy 633 
1!, Mordaunt-Short MS30i, and 
Rega ELS. You might also 
enjoy the TDL RTL2. 

if you're chasing serious 
bass you'll need a suitably 
tight-sounding, well controlled 
CD player. Start with the Rote! 
RCD-970BX and work your 
way up the price ladder to the 

Micromega Stage 
players and 

A r c a m ' s  
Alpha 5 

Plas and 6 
machines, or 

even a Naim CD3 
or Meridian 508. 

ftue LPs more musical than COs'? 
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BINTS AND TIPS 

Jimmy Hughes finds monophonic music is perfect to 
set up a pair of stereophonic speakers . 

It's sobering to reflect on the historical origins of loudspeaker posi­

tioning for optimum stereo presentation. As long ago as 1956, F H 

Brittain and D M Leakey wrote articles for Wireless World on the 

subject, entitled Two Channel Stereophonic Sound Systems. Stereo 

in the home wasn't a reality until about 1958, yet Brittain and 

Leakey laid down basic principles that are still being followed 

slavishly today. 

I must be one of the few enthusiasts anywhere in the world not 

using the Brittain and Leakey arrangement-see my past articles 

on using speakers in reverse. Though I prefer a different layout to 

Brittain and Lea key, their tried-and-tested method does have a 

number of advantages -principally in the creation of a solid 

narrow image when both speakers are fed with an identical mono 

signal. This is of crucial importance when it comes to creating a 

wide, stable, precise left-centre-right stereo soundstage. 

If your speakers are optimally set up, you should hear a narrow 

centre image when a mono signal is played. Generally this will only 

be achieved if the speakers are angled (toed-in) so their axes cross 

at an imaginary point in or in front of the main listening area. 

With speakers flat against a wall and pointing straight down the 

room, an arrangement often employed in British homes, you won't 

achieve a narrow centre image with mono recordings, but effec­

tively create a 'double mono' effect. As a result, stereo soundstag­

ing will be less pin-point precise than it could be, with vague centre 

placement and poor 'spread' between left/right channels. 

Whether it is wholly desirable to achieve a narrow centre image 

with two speakers is a moot point, as live sound is never so precise. 

But a narrow centre image does ensure that you hear exactly how a 

recording was miked and mixed stereophonically, by allowing the 

speakers to recreate the subtle shifts of amplitude and phase the 

ear uses to locate sounds. 

Try this experiment. With a mono recording or radio broadcast, 

see how narrow your phantom centre image sounds. You should 

hear a thin narrow central line of sound and not be aware of two 

spaced loudspeakers -only an image between them. 

If you don't get a clear impression of a centre image, check for 

correct speaker phasing then angle each enclosure in or out until 

the image snaps into focus. If possible, alter the distance between 

your listening seat and the speakers, moving closer or further away 

to see what happens. 

A narrow centre image with two-speaker mono will not neces­

sarily result in a more pleasing overall sound, but things should be 

more precise. And this should allow you to hear the music exactly 

as it was recorded. 
Experiment with toe-in for perfect sound! 
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Freedom - is the Vivanco range of cordless infra-red headphones. 

The unconditional freedom to be on the move as you listen to your 

hi-fi system or TV. 

Technically developed to give audiophile quality, the latest advances 

in infra-red technology provide a sound transmission 

through the full spectrum of Hi-Fi sound. 

Designed to fit your listening lifestyle, three 

models have a transmitter with a charge 

function which ensure the headphones are ready 

to go when you are. All are easy to use and are 

light in weight, with soft ear cushioning for 

hours of sounds in comfort. 

From £40 to £140 Vivanco infra-red headphones 

are the unplugged way to live. 

IR 6500 " ... you can move around in full juicy stereo completely 

unencumbered by wires ... the quality really is remarkable ... " 

- London Evening Standard, Mar '95 

IR 6000 " Competes well in terms of performance and features 

with .. expensive .. models" 

- What Home Entertainment, Feb '95 

IR 7600 " ... they give an enjoyable, relaxing listen. They also have a 

great bass for pounding dance music" 

- What Hi-Fi?, Jun '95 

IR 5000 " Good value for money" 

- What Home Entertainment, Feb '95 

Call 01442 231616 for more deta Is . 

andcordless • 
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S
ir Cliff Richard, despite liking both tall and small speakers, would be shocked at the 

rapid changes in personal stereo technology. In the days when he was wired for 

sound, Dynamic Bass Boost was just a twinkle in Mr Sony's eye, in-the-ear head­

phones were something that only deaf people wore, and the great man's musical ver­

sion of Wuthering Heights was seen as a fantastical dream that could only come true 

in a mad world. Regrettably, this is a mad world. 

So what's happening with the personal stereo, 17 years from its inception? Nowadays we 

have come to depend on personals to serenade us as we lie on a sun-kissed beach, or to 

alleviate stress in today's loud, crowded, commuter world. Personals come in all shapes and 

sizes, and at all price points. A French pen-pal of mine bought one that fitted around the tape: 

the tape was actually bigger than the unit, it cost ten pounds, and I knew it would break 

within a day. But after I had sold it to him I thought it wise not to mention this ... 

Choosing a good personal is not always easy. Successful designs are a rare combination 

of good engineering and value-conscious specificatio.n, and although none but the most 

expensive designs approach the performance of separates hi-fi, there are vast differences in 

the type of sound these small boxes can reproduce. Throw CD players into the picture and 

shopping for personal audio becomes a task of Herculean proportions. However, this is where 

we come to the rescue, with a collection of the best models from the latest ranges, together 

with seasoned advice for those in search of 'sounds to go'. 

£55 

Good tone controls make for exciting sound. 
Headphone volume control is hard to use; no 
rechargeable battery. 
Aiwa (UK) Ltd, 5 Heathrow Summit Centre, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 OLY 
(0181) 897 7000 

W
hat theHS-PX357 lacks in style, it makes 

up in sound quality. It shares the Ear 

Guard feature and Dolby noise reduc­

tion of its bigger brother, the HS-PX557, but 
omits 'Super Bass'; instead, the '357 sports a 

'Multi-Sound Processor', which in practice is 
a four-way pre-set equalisation system. 

The case is plastic, and similar to that of 

a personal! owned a few years ago. I must 

confess I dropped that one accidentally, and 

it has never worked properly since. So this 

unit probably won't take as much rough and 

rumble as Aiwa's metal-cased '557. 
The in-lead remote is small and has less 

functions than that of the ' 557, and while the 

headphones are lightweight and of good qual­
ity, they leak too much sound outside the ear. 

I found it rather difficult to set the volume 
level on the unit so that the volume control 

in the lead worked over an acceptable range. 

On both Sonys tested here, you need only set 

rhe volume to full on the main unit, and then 
the whole range is available on the remote. 
On both Aiwas, the volume cannot be turned 
down completely from rhe remote, which is 
frustrating if the unit is in your pocket. 

The ']57's greatest asset is its Multi Sound 
Processor. 'Classic' mode is like a Signal 
Direct mode on an integrated amplifier, 'Pop' 

boosts the mid-bass and middle bur keeps tre­
ble under control, 'Rock' again increases 
mid-bass bur leaves the middle and treble flat, 
while 'Jazz' gives rhe low-end a big boost and 
gently tweaks the treble. 

It's easy to find a satisfying setting for the 

HI-FT CHOICE 



tape you're playing, and in my book, this 
makes the '357 a better choice than the 
'557. It's cheaper, offers better control of the 
sound, and doesn't drown your music in 
bass. That makes up for the lack of recharge­

able battery - instead, it rakes two AAA 
cells. Incidentally, for an extra £15, you can 
pick up an HS-PX457, which includes all of 
the 357's features, as well as a recharge­
able battery. 

SOUND ***** 
VALVB ***** 
PRICE £85 

.A. Ruged, stylish appearance; useful battery, good 

e110nomics. 

� Disappointing sound for the price. 

IBI Aiwa, 5 Heathrow Summrt Centre, West Orayton, 

Middlesex UB7 OLY 

tit (0181) 897 7000 

A
iwa has always made good tape person­
als. Each new range sports innovations, 
and the most successful of these carry 

over to the next series. The result has been a 
continuous refinement of Aiwa's products, 
so each year its personals have just got bet­
ter and better. The HS-PX557 continues in 
the tradition of a good quality product at a 
reasonable price, and with its stylishly design 
it certainly looks more exclusive than its £85 
price tag would suggest. The metal casing 
seems rough, and the matt finish should resist 
the scratches and dents that personals tend 
to amass. 

Like many units of this ilk, the '557 
includes headphones with a remote control 
in the lead, and a rechargeable battery that 

claims to offer two hours of playback after 
ten minutes of exposure to mains juice -
ideal for short journeys. There is also a case 
for normal batteries: in this instance two 
AAAs. I must say this personal doesn't go a 
bundle on new features, sticking to old 
favourites such as Dol by noise reduction and 
a battery power indicator. However, there is 

Super Bass for bombastic tunes, and an Ear 

Guard feature that aims to protect your 

eardrums from sonic excess. Unlike other 
volume limiting systems- which as a breed 
will become compulsory under pending 
European legislation - Ear Guard doesn't 
leave you struggling to hear the music on a 
crowded bus or train. 

So this Aiwa has good looks aplenty, and 
ergonomic styling right down to the little 
indent for your rhumb, to prevent the unit 
from shooting out of your hands like a bar 
of soap. However, its sound quality isn't up 
to the standard of previous years' models, or 
even this year's cheaper Aiwa option. 

Even without bass boost, the '557 has a 
lot of low end. Normally this isn't such a bad 
thing if there is sufficient treble to go with it. 
However to my ears, the tonal balance is 
tilted too far towards the nether frequencies, 
so the Super Bass effect only smothers the 
music with pounding oomph. 

The '557 sounds a lot better than other 
personals, even at this price range, but for an 
Aiwa, and in comparison to its cheaper sib­
ling, alas it doesn't live up to expectations. 
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***** 
***** 
£200 

Superbly made, stylish, great sound, excellent remote. 

Shiny case may be susceptible to fingerprints and 

scratches; just replaced by WM-EX2. 
Sony Consumer Products Group, Sony UK Ltd, The 

Heights, Weybridge KT13 OXW 

(0181) 784 1144 

I
f you have £200 to spend, this is the 
Walkman you should buy.lt is beautifully 
styled, with a casing so shiny you could use 

it as a shaving mirror. Of course, this sheen 
will show up each and every fingerprint, but 
a cleaning cloth and pouch are included. 
Playback controls are hidden behind a slid­
ing bronze panel, lending a futuristic, rugged 
air. Auto Music Search is a big bonus when 
you're trying to find your favourite track. 

There's a remote control in the lead, but 
this one incorporates a digital readour to tell 
you which functions are selected, and allows 
access to the four sound equalisation func­
tions: 'Flat', 'Vocal', 'DBBl' (Dynamic Bass 
Boost} and 'DBB2'. (These functions may 

only be addressed from the remote, so if you 
want to replace the standard headphones 
you'd have to give up on tone controls.) 

The Vocal setting boosts the middle fre­
quencies, while DBBl and DBB2 give you 

two types of bass, but ultimately it comes 
down to a matter of personal preference, as 
this machine sounds good in all modes. 

At this price you'd expect Dol by circuits 
to reduce rape hiss without cutting off too 
much treble. All too often, lesser players' 
Dolby destroys the highs. Overall, sound 
quality is brilliant: both pre-recorded and 
home recordings come across well, with good 
separation between instruments, spacious 
soundstage, and excellent tonal balance. 

The rechargeable battery offers extended 
playback after a relatively short charge, and 
the charger itself is as swish as the Walkman. 
When you pay £200 for this kind of prod­
uct, you expect it to perform well, and the 
WM-EXlHG surpasses all expectations. 
At the time of going to press, Sony informed us that the 
WM-EXI HG has been superseded by the WM-EX2, which 
has very similar specs, and costs £20 less. But if you're 
quick, you may still find the original' ..,. 
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PRICE £130 

.A. Good roster of features, and apparently high 
technology input. 

T Headphones are flimsy; skip protection is ineffective; 
no remote control. 

tBI JVC UK Ltd. JVC House, JVC Business Pari\, Priestley Way, 

LONDON, NW2 7BA 

m (0181) 450 3282 

W
hile many CD porrables have boastful 

fronr-panel graphics adverrising macho 
microchip technology within, rh is JVC 

rops them all with its 'High Speed Pickup 

Servo'! 

I have to admit char I was sometimes baf­
fled by rhe way this unit operates. Take its 
anti-skip system, for example, dubbed 'Trip le 
Shock Protection' (TSP). This turns itself on 
automatically when the unit is plugged into 
its mains adapter, bur when you opera re on 
battery power (four rechargeable AAs, sup­
plied in the carron), you have to turn on TSP 
yourself. Surely the control logic of this 

should be inverted? 

TSP includes three components: signal 
buffer chip, high-speed pick up servo, and an 
oil damping system. Regrettably, its perfor­
mance when jostled is not up to the standards 
of the Sony and Sanyo in this test. 

The machine's 'Hyper-Bass Sound' lives 
up ro its name, bur unforrunarely, the small 
standard-issue headphones are not powerful 
enough for the job. They distort at high vol­
ume, provide muddy bass, overdo the treble, 
and suck out all the middle. 

There is no remote control built inro rhe 
headphone lead, which reinforces rhe fact 
char this isn't rhe most useful unit for those 
on the move. At this price, however, it's a rea­
sonable purchase for kids who want a CD 
player in their bedroom. Just remember that 
for £20 extra, you could have the added fea­
tures and performance of rhe Sanyo player. 
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Buying a personal 

With so many models on the market, pick­

ing the right one can be an arduous task. 

In the past I have experienced loads of 

hassle while buying, worst of all in shops 

that refuse to let you hear a personal tape 

or CD player before buying. Don't be fooled 

by glossy exteriors, flashy lights or millions 

of features: the only way to buy one of 

these gizmos is to listen to it - with its 

own headphones! 

Also, it's a good idea to conduct this 

audition using your own favourite music, 

ideally a piece that you know really well. 

When you find the personal that plays your 

tune like you want to hear it, you have 

found the unit you should buy. 

Finally, don't be fooled by price. Many 

of the £60 personals perform as well as or 

better than their £150 counterparts. 

That's yet another good reason for audi­

tioning as many as possible! 

phones, and some don't. Maybe one reason for Aiwa's success in 

personals is the quality of their supplied headphones: they han­

dle a good range of frequencies, offer solid bass performance, and 

only stop working when you tread on them. However, you'll often 

improve the sound of all but the cheapest personals by substituting a 

pair of after-market cans; and for those who wish to follow this path, 

there are many options available. 

Here are a few points to remember above all others. First, don't buy 

anything without listening to it first. Second, ensure that your chosen 

headphone has a 3.5mm plug, the standard size for personals. 

Many will come complete with an adapter to the 6.3mm size that 

is standard for hi-fi equipment's headphone sockets. Third, have 

a thought for your fellow commuters or beach bums: many head­

phones leak sound like a Russian nuclear plant leaks radiation, 

and there is nothing more annoying than hearing someone else's 

drum'n'bass compilation on the train. Fourth, try to make sure that if 

you're wearing your headphones in the street, they don't make you 

look like a Radio One DJ from the '70s. 

For those who are super serious about ear-hugging sound, you can't 

do much better than Vivanco's SR200ifl or Sennheiser's H0565 

Ovation models, both priced at £140. Each one offers a clear, 

tight sound, but to my ears the Vivanco has the edge. 

At the other end of the price scale you'll find beyerdynamic's 

OTlll Gamma (£25), which incorporates a sliding volume con­

trol in its lead. This gives good sound, and offers an excellent 

budget alternative. 

However, if you want to be seen around town in the correct head­

gear, plump for a pair of Sony's innovative MOR-077 (£120). These 

cans have a sleek, egg-shaped design, and fold away so small that 

they defy the laws of physics. They don't distort the sound, and in 

terms of mass they are lighter than an American beer convention. 

Also, the MOR-077 is supplied with special connecting leads, that 

will interface with Sony's non-standard jack sockets for their in­

lead remoted controls (like you'll find on the WM-EXlHG). 

And don't forget that functions accessed solely via the in-lead 

remote control, such as the aforementioned Sony's DBB 1 and 

DBB2 modes, may no longer be available if you change head­

phones. That is, unless the remote control unit has a socket for a new 

pair of headphones, as it does on the Sanyo COP-550. 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 



PERSONAL STEREOS 

PRICE £150 

.... Useful DSP facility enhances sound; headphones are 

easily upgraded. 

� Supplied headphones are flimsy; casework plasticky. 

81 Sanyo (UK) Sales Ltd, Sanyo House, Otterspool Way, 

Wattord W02 8JX 
m (01923) 246363 

R
esplendent with high-tech-sounding fea­
tures like 'Hyper Digital Anti Shock', 
Sanyo's CDP-550 is a good alternative 

to the Sony D-777. lt shares many similar fea­
tures with Sony's impressive player, bur adds 
some of its own to make a very atrracrive 
proposition. 

First, and probably most important, are 

the DSP (Digital Signal Processing) modes. 
DSP, the aural equivalent of monosodium 
glutamate, can make an average sound stun­
ning, and with Sanyo's implementation, I 
think most people will find a sound that they 
like. There are three modes, excluding a 
direct sound: these are 'LIVEl', which adds 
more bass; 'LIV£2', which adds more ambi­
ence; and 'LlVE3', which increases both bass 
and ambience-an inreresting effecr. Unlike 
the D-777's, the Sanyo's DSP options don't 
increase rreble, and provide a very reason­
able sound. Whether the headphones are up 
to the job is a different matter. 

As with the Sony cans, the headphones 
have a remote control unit within their lead, 

bur the actual in-ear transducers are small 
and insubstantial. However, because rhe 
wired remote control has a head phone socket 
in it, you can unplug the supplied ear-pieces 
and replace them with your own favourites. 

At this price level it's inevitable that the 

CDP-SSO's casework is plastic, so you 

wouldn't want to throw this in your bag 
with too much abandon. Even so, it still 
seems more rugged than some of its coun­
terparts. The 'Digital Anti-Shock Protection' 
works really well, and you shouldn't have too 
many problems listening on rhe move. You 
can see how much music is in the buffer on 

an LCD panel on the front of the player. 
Supplied with a bizarre-looking long 

rechargeable battery, the CDP-550 will also 

run from two AA batteries, and into the bar­
gain you get a handy carry case and strap. So 
despite the small and puny headphones, this 
is a good player with broad appeal. 

VALVE 
PRICE £320 

.... Very slim, compact design; good battery life; ten-

second signal buffer. 

� Sound quality suspect; unpleasant bass boost effect. 

81 Sony Consumer Products Group, Sony UK Ltd, The 

Heights, Weybridge KT13 OXW 

m (0181) 784 1144 

I
t's an inescapable problem with CD per­
sonals that when you try to use them on 
the move, the fragile CD reproduction sys­

tem finds it hard to give uninterrupted play-
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back. The laser pick-up loses its way when 
jogged, and interrupts the music with almost 
every step you rake. Recent years have seen 
rhe arrival of computer-chip sound 'buffers', 
which store the CD's digital signal for a few 
seconds in an attempt to keep the music play­

ing, even if the laser beam has temporarily 
lost its way. However, the effectiveness of this 
fix depends on how many seconds of music 
the buffer chip can accommodate. Three sec­
onds is a start, but ten seconds- as offered 

in Sony's D-777, under the soubriquet ESP 
('Electronic Shock Protection') - makes a 
big difference. I would not recommend you 
go jogging with the D-777, bur it certainly 
handles the commuter journeys with ease: ir 

skips only when seriously jostled. 

This Discman is little thicker than a CD 

case, and as such, is a lot slimmer than many 
other CD personals, although you would 
need gargantuan pockets to accommodate it. 
The casework is metal, which means you can 

sling it in a bag with an easy conscience. 
Unfortunately, I have to report that this 

CD player doesn't sound as good as Sony's 
WM-EXlHG tape personal. Although the 
D-777 offers two bass boosts, these increase 
the already abundant treble, making many 

CDs hard on the ear. The earphone pads 
tame the treble a little, bur do not subdue ir. 

The D-777 incorporates many of the fea­
tures found on a full-sized CD player, such 
as 'Track Shuffle', 'lnrro Play' and 'Repeat', 

bur ir also has features thar really benefit a 
CD portable, like 'Resume', which remem­
bers where you last stopped the CD. 

Two rechargeable batteries are included, 
bur with the help of a snap-on, two-AA bat­
tery casing, the D-777 can run for a few 

weeks of average use. Inevitably, functions 
such as ESP and Resume consume more juice. 

Despite its fierce treble, the D-777 has 
many appealing features, of which the great­
est is its superior portabiliry. � 



� 774 W'611-1 _,....,., 
� BARN SLEV � Barnsley Hi�Fi Centre Ill! 40 S heffield Road l Tel: 01226 205549 

���- in-FU!!:� 
Searle Audio 

... �� 
BATH , 

Paul Green Hi-Fi -Kensington Showrooms� London Rd-
I Tel: 01225 316197 t 

.# 

, 

�----�. 
BLACKBURN 
Rom ers Hi-Fi 

94 Hig h Street, Ris hto n 

Tel: 01254 887799 

�� 
B OU RNEMOU TH 

Sutto ns Hi-Fi 

18 Westo ver Road 

Studio 82 -
82 T he Hig h Street 

Tel: 01582 764246 

·� :-t HARROGATE 
' 

arro gate Hi-Fi Centre � 
15 Comm ercial Street � 

HARROW 
Harro w Audio 

27 Sp ringfield Road 

Tel: 0181 930 9933 

Eastern Audio 

� 41 Brarnfo rd Road 

Tel: 01473 217217 

LEICESTER 
L e icester Hi-Fi Com pany 

6 Silver Walk, St Martins Sq 

I Tel: 0116 2539753 

J ... r-••rv•c•• 
, 

I 
OXFORD 

Westw o o d  &: Maso n 

46 George Street 

Tel: 01865 247783 

"Simply The Best!" - Are estab­

lished, independent Hi-Fi Shops 

where the Manager is us ually  

the Guv'nor and Reliable A dvi ce 

with S ound Experience are always 

included. 

AMPLIFIERS 

A ream Alpha 5 Plus 239 
Alpha 6 Plus 349 
Delta 290P Pwr 399 
Delta 290 Improved 499 

Audiolab 8000A 499 
80005 New 649 
8000C Pre. 549 
8000P Pwr. 749 
8000Q Pre. 1099 
8000M Mono Pair I 599 

Aura VA80SE-X 249 
VAIOO Mkll 349 
V A l SO 799 

Den on PMA250 Ill I 59 
PMA350 11 229 
PMA425 New Remote 229 

PMMSO SE 279 

Krell KAV300i New J50wintegroted 1947 
Marantz PM34 In-Store Offers poa 

PMSSse 249 

Mission Cyrus Ill 499 
PSX-R Power Supply 299 
Cyrus Pre-amp 649 
Cyrus Power-amp 449 

Myryad Ml - 120 529 
MA - 120 Power Amp 449 

NAD 302 199 

Quad 77 Integrated (inc Remote 
Control Console) 849 
77 Pre-amp & Remote 849 
77 Power-amp 599 

707 Power-amp 799 

Rote I RA930AX 11 149 
RC970-11 Pre-amp 175 
RB970-II Power-amp 225 

Technics SU-A700 11 279 
SU-A900 Mk2 449 

Yamaha AX-380 Remote 199 
AX-490 249 
AX-590 I OOwpc 299 

COMPACT DISC 
A ream Alpha One 299 

Alpha 5 Plus 479 
Alpha 6 New 599 
Delta 270 799 

Aura CDIOO - New 399 
Cyrus DAD-7 899 

System Remote Control 99 
Den on DCD315 149 

DCD625 199 
DCD715 With PITCH Control 234 
DCD825 239 
DCM260 -5 disc 299 
DCDIOIS 349 

Marantz CD46 149 
CD63 Special Edition 349 
CD63 - 11 269 
CD63 Signature 499 
CDI 7 New 799 

Nakamichi MB4s 7 Disc 299 
NAD SO l 179 

502 239 
Quad 77 Bus Powered 595 

77 240v Powered 850 
Rote I RCD930AX 199 

RCD970BX 349 
Technics SL-PSS70 169 

SL-PS670 199 
Yamaha CDX-390 129 

CDX-490 169 
CDX-S90 229 

Densen DeMagic Demagnetiser Disc 10.95 

CD DACs & TRANSPORTS 

Audio Alchemy Dac-in-a-box 229 
A ream Delta Box SO 479 

Delta Box 500 749 
Delta 250 Transport 799 

Audiolab 8000 DAC 899 
8000 CDM Transport 1399 

Cyrus Discmaster 749 
Dacmaster 749 

SPEAKERS 

B&W DM302 New 129 

DM601 199 

DM602 299 
CDM2 New 399 

P4 599 

Celestion Impact 10 129 

Impact I 5 199 
Impact 20 279 

Good mans Maxim (rrp £ 119.00) 80 

KEF Coda 7 129 
Coda 8 189 
Coda 9 New 299 
Reference I 1099 

Mission 73s 99 

731 129 

731 LE 149 

732 199 

733 299 

734 429 

Cyrus 751 RfW add £30 299 

752 RIW add £80 499 
753 RIW add £I 00 699 

Mon. Audio MA20 I 299 
MAI4 Gold RIW add £50 499 
Studio 6 RIW add £I 00 899 
Studio 12 999 

Musical Technology Hobby - New 250 
Kestrel 265 
Harrier 399 

Proac Tablette 50 599 

Ruark Templer 499 

Tannoy Profile 631 129 
Profile 631 SE***** 169 

Profile 632 199 

Profile 633 299 

Profile 636 399 

Profile 637 549 
Profile 638 649 

Sub-Sat 3 (Woofer + Satellites) 299 
TDL Near Field Monitor 99 

RTL 2 299 
RTL 3 399 
Studio .75M 749 
Studio I M 899 

CASSETTE DECKS 

Den on DRMSSO I 59 
DRS640 Drawer Load 209 
DRM650S - New Dolby-S 229 
DRM740 3-Head 269 
DRW580 - New Double 199 
DRSBI 0 3-Hd Drawer load 309 

Nakamichi DR3 449 
DR2 3-Head 699 
Dragon Limited Numbers 2350 

Technics RST-R474 Twin 219 
Yamaha KX390 149 

KX490 199 
KX580 Dolby-S 249 
KX690 3-Hd Dolby-S 399 
KX-W392 Double 179 
KX-W592 Double 279 
KX-W952 Double 599 

Customers quoting 

this Magazine can claim a 

£5 M&S Voucher for every 

£60 spent when buying Hi-Fi 

Equipment* from this Advert at 

recommended prices. 

HEADPHONES 

SENNHEISER 
H D 414 Classic limited edition re-issue 
HD 435 
HD 445 
HD 455 
HD 465 
HD 475 
HD 535 
HD 545 
HD 565 
HD 265 
HD 580 
HD 580 Jubilee Special 
IS 360 Infra Red 
IS 450 Infra Red 
IS 550 Infra Red 
HE60 I HEV70 Electrostatic 

49.95 
27.95 
39.95 
49.95 
64.95 
74.95 
99.95 

119.95 
139.95 
139.95 
199.95 
229.95 

69.95 
149.95 
179.95 
998.00 

WIRE & INTERCONNECTS 

jade 
Turquoise 2 
Quartz 3 
Video Z 

AUDIOQUEST 
I metre 
I metre 
I metre 

(for Digital) 

Speaker Cable - per metre 

F 14 solid 4 core flat 
F 18 solid 8 core (lot 
Type 4 4 spiral 4 core 

CABLE TALK 
Improved 2 I metre 
Advanced 2 I metre 
Monitor 2 � metre 
Monitor 2 I metre 
Studio 2 I metre 
Professional I metre 

Speaker Cable • per metre 
Talk 3 
Si-Wire 3 
Talk 4 
Si-Wire 4 

CHORD COMPANY 

29.95 
39.95 

119.95 
59.95 

1.95 
3.60 
4.95 

25.95 
34.95 
39.95 
49.95 
64.9S 
84.9S 

2.25 
4.50 
4.25 
8.50 

Cobra Interconnect I metre 49.00 
Siren Interconnect I metre 64.95 

More Speaker Wire 
QED Qudos OFC/PTFE 2.25 

Qudos Si-wire New 8.00 
Profile - Flat 5.00 

Mission Quartet Si-wire 7.95 

TABLES & STANDS 

SOUNDSTYLE TABLES 

In 7 Colours-Red-Biock-Green-Biue(l)-Grey(l) 
X050 I X053 3 leg 4 shelf 210.00 
X058 3 leg 5 shelf 240.00 
X I 00 4 leg 4 shelf 220.00 
X31 0 extra long for TV & A/V 250.00 

"Select" Range available 'phone for details 

TARGET SPEAKER STANDS 
TR30 I TR40 I TRSO I TR60 I TR70 67.00 
HS81 HSI21 HSI 6 77.00 
HS20 I HS24 I HS28 79.00 
HJI O I HJI S 135.00 
HJ 17 I HJ20 125.00 
$7 or 58 Wall Brackets 39.00 

TARGET Hi-Fi TABLES 
GR5 5 shelf Welded 
TTSsa 5 shelf - Flat Pack 
Beta 4 4 shelf - Round corner post 
Beta 5 5 shelf - ditto 
AER S shelf - Rigid & Stylish 

160.00 
139.00 
159.00 
185.00 
205.00 

The Small Print .•. Details correct at copy date 28 days prior to publication} & prices include 17 if% VAT. Some Brands are exclusive. 
please check with your local Dealer. Individual offers cannot be mixed with other promotions. *M&S Vouchers do not apply to Audio/ab. E & DE 



THE B EST! 
All "S. T. B." Dealers know their Video 

and are able to advise on connection 

and installation in your home. This 

is just a select ion of Top Brands 

available. 

Den on 

A ream 
Denon 

A-V SYSTEMS 

LA2300 Laser Disc Player 

5 CHANNEL AMPS 
Xeta One 
AVR 900 New Recvr 
AVCI800 
AVR I 000 FM Recvr 
AVC2800 

549 

999 
349 
549 
529 
799 

Marantz SR66 New Starter 299 
PM711 449 

Yamaha RX-V390RDS 5 Ch.Recvr 299 
RX-V590 RDS 517 Ch. Recvr 449 
DSP-A590 517 Ch. 349 
DSP-A780 599 
DSP-A990 7 Ch. 899 
D5P-A2070 7 Ch. I 099 
DSP-A3090 7 Ch. 1699 

ADD-ON FX AMPS 
Arcam Xeta 2 SOwpc front & rear 649 

Xeta 290P 75wpc pwr amp 399 

Denon AVC-77 3 Ch. Mini 399 

Mission AV Master 649 

Yamaha DSP-E390 3 Ch. 249 
DSP-E580 5 Ch. 449 
DSP-E I 000 5 Ch. 699 

SHIELDED SPEAKERS 
KEF 80C Centre 129 

199 
99 

149 

605 Satellite • Rear 
Mission 73$ Satellite · Rear 

73C Centre 
73PS Subwoofer - per pair 179 
75 Centre 249 

Tannoy 621 Centre 99 
179 622 Profile Centre 

628 Rear Wall Mount-White 149 
TDL CCS Centre 149 

SBR Sub Woofer 199 
Yamaha NS-C I OS Centre 80 

NS-E I OS Rear Effect I 09 

ACTIVE SUB WOOFERS 
KEF 308- New 499 

349 
545 
695 
179 
279 

REL Q BASS 
Strata Mk l l 
Storm 

Yamaha YST-SW80 
YST-SWI50 

MINI & MICRO SYSTEMS 

Den on 

De non 
Separate 
Mini 
Units 

Yamaha 

Separate 
Mini 
Units 

D-C I Micro 6CD inc Spkrs 379 
D-C30 Mini inc Spkrs 499 
D77 - 3 Box 30wpc 649 
DF-07 New Champagne Finish 649 
090 - Award Winner 699 
0110 - Twin Cas 799 
0250 - SOwpc power 949 
AVC-77 Add-On Dolby AV 399 
F-1 0 Separates System 999 
FIO Amp *289 
FI O CD *249 

FIO CD 3 D;sc 399 
F I 0 Cas. Deck *279 
F I 0 Tuner *239 
F I 0 Receiver 379 
CL-I 0 Separates System New 949 
AX-1 0 Amp 299 
CD X-I 0 CD 249 
KX-1 0 Cas. Deck 
TX-10 Tuner 

299 
179 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

0°/o apr 
Terms tailored to suit you 

Minimum Deposit 25% 
over 6 - 9 -12 months on advertised prices 

minimum balance £250.00 (excludes M&S offer) 

A ream 

Audiolab 

Aura 

Denon 

Marantz 

Mission 

NAD 

Quad 

Rotel 

Yamaha 

De non 

Yamaha 

TUNERS 

Alpha 5 Plus (;ne MW. LW) 219 

Delta 280 399 

SOOOT 799 

TU80 

TU260 

TU215-RD 

TU380-RD RDS 

STSS 

ST65 RDS 

Cyrus FM? 

402 

FM77 

RT935AX 

TX-480L 

TX-590 RDS 

RECEIVERS 

DRA265 - 35wpc 

DRA385 RDS - 45wpc 

RX-385 RDS - 40wpc 

349 

119 

149 

199 

149 

199 

399 

179 

tba 

159 

119 

179 

199 

279 

269 

TURNTABLES 

Dual CSSOS-4 UK 249 
Michell Micro + RB300 arm 577 
Pro-Ject .5 + Ort OM S-I 0 159 

I+Ort SIO 199 
2 + Ort MC-I 299 
6 + Ort MC-IS 479 

Thorens TO ISO 78rpm inc AT91 179 

TO 180 78rpm inc Stonton 209 
TD280-IV ;ne AT95 199 
TD 1661Rega arm 329 

CARTRIDGES & Pre-Amp 
just a sample o( the popular ranges held in store 

Goldring Elan 19.00 
Ortofon Super OM I 0 29.00 
Stanton DJ Pro 500 11 32.95 
Goldring I 006 59.00 
Denon DL-304 MC Cart. 209.99 
QED 
Michell 

Discsaver RIAA Preamp 34.95 
ISO MC or MM Preamp 420.00 

We stock the products you want to 

buy! All shops hold "most of the 
Agencies for most of the Brands" list­

ed. All this plus 2 Year Guarantees 

and Good Old Fashioned Service. 

TOP TAPE at IISimply The Best!" 
Just a selection of our tape lines also full range of TDK Audio. The complete 

TOP TAPE price list is available from your local "Simply The Best!" Dealer. 

Tape Mail - Hot Line 0181 427 1404- P&P £4.50, Orders over £60.00 Post Free. 

AUDIO CASSETTES 
MAXELL Ferric - Type 1 

UR 90 0.69 

UR 90 10 pack 6.45 

1.49 UR 120 

SX190 3 pack 2.79 

MAXELL Chrome - Type 11 
UD 1 1  90 

UD11 120 

XLII 90 

XLII lOO 

XLII-$ 46 

XLI I-S 90 

XLI I-S lOO 

MAXELL Metal -Type 1 V 
MX 90 2 pack 

MX 110 

MX-546 

MX-5 100 

DIGITAL FORMATS 
OAT 4mm 

TDK DA-R 16 

MAXELL DM 46 

OM 60 

DM 90 

DM 120 

DM 180 

BASF DCC 60 

DCC75 

DCC90 

o.c.c. 

0.99 

1.65 

1.45 

1.49 

1.25 

1.75 

1.95 

3.75 

1.95 

1.95 

2.45 

<.25 

5.25 

5.75 

6.75 

7.45 

9.95 

3.95 

4.45 

4.95 

VHS - VIDEO 
BASF EJOO EQ 

MAX ELL EJO GX Black 
E60 GX Black 
E120 GX Block 
EISO GX Black 
E240 GX BJack 

TDK El80 HS 

E240 HS 

El80 EHG 

E240 EHG 

SUPER - VHS 
TDK SE-ISO XP-B 

SE -240 XP-B 

SE-180 XP-Pro 

SE-240 XP-Pro 

S-VHS COMPACT 
MAXELL SE C 30 XR-5 

SE C 45 XR-5 

DIGITAL VIDEO 
MAXELL DVC 30 

DVC60 

TDK DVC 60 

MINI DISC 
MAXELL MD60 

MD74 

RECORDABLE CD 
TDK CD-RXG 60 (or Pioneer 

4.95 

1.69 

1.95 

1.99 

2.25 

2.95 

2.25 

2.75 

2.75 

3.45 

6.95 

7.95 

7.95 

8.95 

4.95 

6.95 

14.95 

17.95 

15.95 

6.49 

7.99 

12.95 

MAIL ORDER Most major items are available with 48 hour FREE delivery on cleared payments. Goods insured against loss or damage. 
Payments by Visa, Switch. Mastercard or Cheque. See TOPTAPE section for P&P on tapes. 
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Performance Hi-Fi 

5 London Road 

Tel: 01732 740425 

SOUTHAMPTON 
Southampton Hi-Fi Centre 

37 Bedford Place 

Tel: 01703 228434 i 

;TRATFO;:_on-:VO� 
Stratford Hi-Fi � , 

1 Oa Chapel Street , 
Tel: 01789 414533 

_.,�� -.� Chelston Hi-Fi 

Walnut Road, Chelston 

Tel: 01803 606B63 

MooOooO A"''""-" -·1 
High Street Aldridge 

Tel: 01922 57926 

I 
WILMSLOW 

Swift Hi-Fi of Wilmslow 

St. Ann's Parade (on A341 
Tel: 01625 526213 

.... -... �.=�¥· 
WORTHING 
Phase 3 Hi-Fi 

�REXHAM 
Acton Gate Audio 

Ruabon Road 

Check your local Dealer for 
48 Hour delivery or 

Send I Fax your order to:­
Harrow Audio, 27 Springfield Road, 

HARROW HA 1 4QF. 

Tel:- 0181 930 9933 Fax:- 0181 863 2443 

-------------------- 1 ::. 
---------------------------- 1 

-------------------- ! 
----------------------- : 
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COMPETITION 

-

OMECINEM& 

Over £2,800 worth of home cinema 
and hi-fi magic from JVC to be won! 

he Japan Victor Company is at the soft-dome tweeter and corrugated woofer. 

forefront of hi-fi and home cinema First runner-up will receive the £900 AV-29SX1 68cm 

innovation -the VHS video tape format Dol by Pro-Logic TV. This super-flat-screen Nicam TV 

and 30-Phonic two-speaker surround handles PAL and NTSC signals, and features 30-Phonic 

sound are notable examples of their for lounge-friendly surround. 

engineers' craft. This month, the lucky winner of the Third Prize is the £470 HR-JB25 Nicam VCR. This four-

First Prize goes home with a £900 JVC Digifine F1 mini head deck features Videoplus, professional editing 

hi-fi separates system. This comprises a 50-Watt ampli- facilities, advanced picture search and NTSC playback. 

fier, RDS/EON tuner, one-bit Pulse Edge Modulation CD The Fourth and final Prize is JVC's £350 Big Box 2, a 

player, and an auto-reverse cassette deck. compfete AV package comprising AX-V6 Pro-Logic 

The system comes complete with £250 SX-F1 WD amplifier, SP-V50 front speakers and the amazing SP-

acoustic suspension loudspeakers, which sport a X50 home cinema speaker package. Wow! 

JVC's superb Digifine 

Fl mini hi-fi system. 

54 }ULY/AUGUST1996 HI-Fl CHOICE 



Surround yourself with 
NC's AV-29SX1 'IV. 

COMPETITION 

The HR-J825 Nicam VCR. 

THE QUESTION 
What cloes JVC staacl fol'? 

a) Julie's Vicious Cactus 

b) Japan Video Company 

c) Japan Victor Company 

d) Justified Vigilantes of Crepuscule 

HOW TO ENTER 
To enter, answer the question on the back of a postcard or sealed-down 
envelope, together with your name, address and daytime telephone number. 
Please state whether you are over 18 years of age. 
Addnss this -by to: 

Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC607A) 
Bradley Pavilions, 
Bradley Stoke North, 
Bristol BS 12 OBQ 

All postal entries must arrive by first post, Friday 26th July, 1996. 

COMPETITION RULES 
e The Closing Date for this competition is Friday 26th July, 1996. 
e Winners of the JVC competition will be judged from all correct entries 

submitted, and drawn at random on the Closing Date. 
e All winners will be notified by post. 
e The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 
e The JVC competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd., 

JVC UK Ltd., nor their suppliers, agents or associates. 
e We regret that this competition is open to UK residents only. 
e No cash alternative will be offered. 
e The act of entering the competition will be taken as acceptance of the rules. 
e You must notify us if you do not wish to be informed of any special 

offers or promotions. Please indicate clearly on your entry if you do not 
wish to receive details of further special offers. 

e We will assume you are over 18 years of age unless you state otherwise. 
e For a list of winners of the JVC competition, write, enclosing a 

stamped, addressed envelope, to: Hi-Fi Choice Winners, Dept 156/1, 
19 Bolsover Street, LONDON W1 P 7HJ. 

}ULY/AUGUST1996 55 



With fourteen speakers waiting in line, the 'blind' 

listening tests were spread over two separate days, 

allowing a number of repeats. 

The speaker stands used with the bookshelf models 

were Slate Audio, and Atacama SE24s. 

The main reference system used for the blind tests, 

and some hands-on work, consisted of the usual col­

lection of Mana-supported Naim and Linn compo­

nents, viz: Unn LP 12 turntable, Nairn ARO tonearm, 

Linn Arkiv cartridge, Nairn COS CD player, NATOl 
tuner, NAC52 preamp and NAP135 power amps. 

Further hands-on tests, to investigate matters 

d system &YnefiY, were carried out using a 'budget' 
.hacoiiif,.-...., as detailed on the right. 

B&W DM302 ............................... £130 
B&W DM601 ............................... £200 
GALE Model 4 ............................. £200 
JPW Mini Monitor .......................... £60 
JPW Gold Monitor .......................... £80 
KEF Coda 7 ................................. £129 
KEF Coda 8 ................................. £189 
KEF Coda 9 ................................. £299 
MISSION 731 ........... , .................. £130 

MISSION 733 .............................. £300 

MISSION 751 .............................. £300 

likely to end up driving these boxes in most 

people's homes. We used a Marantz CD63SE 

CD player and Arcam Alpha 5 amp, and 

though they couldn't match dynamic and 

bandwidth resolution of the Linn/Naim rig, this 

exercise provided another fascinating insight 

into the black art of system matching. 

Leftism 
CluistyM-re 
Live at the Point 

JoaaAnDauading 
Joan Armatrading 

To• Waits 
Rain Dogs 

llbellas/Ma.zei/VPO 
Symphony No. 6 

c:a..J.dtlge ....... /lldew 
There is Sweet Music 

.. ... la/llelda/UJIO 
An American in Paris 







LOUDSPEAKERS 

B&W DM302 

F
rom a global perspective, B&W cur­

rently seems to be Britain's most suc­

cessful hi-fi speaker builder. Yet this 

very export-oriented operation has hith­

erto avoided getting involved in the market­

ing maelstrom of seven-litre budget minia­

tures, which now seem to hold sway over 

the UK sales scene. 

The 302 therefore represents a major 

change. it's pitched directly at the key £130 

price point currently dominated by KEF and 

Mission. it's not only the heaviest but also 

the biggest of the four competitors tested 

here, and throws down the gauntlet with no 

intention of taking prisoners. 

There's also a gimmick which sets the 

302 apart from its rivals, although the term 

'gimmick' perhaps sells short a very clever 

way of using plastics moulding technology to 

engineer a performance advantage. 'Prism' 

is the name B&W has given to a rear panel 

moulding which looks like the interior of an 

anechoic chamber (from inside the box, that 

is), with large intruding wedge-shapes. The 

main idea is to break up, distribute and dis­

perse the 'first reflection' soundwaves from 

the back of the main driver cone, so that 

their unwanted contribution is less coherent 

and frequency-focused, thereby reducing 

subjective 'boxiness'. 

The vinyl-covered wrap is a rather mea­

gre 12mm thick, although the heavy back 

certainly adds some structural integrity. The 

front is attractively sculpted to minimise 

width and present a clean appearance (grille 

on or off), and it incorporates a small slot-

shaped port. The rear-mounted 

driver fixing arrangements, 

however, look and feel less 

promising. 

If the 302's enclosure engi­

neering is arguably more 

advanced than that used in 

the more expensive 600 

series models, the drivers used 

here are considerably more 

prosaic. The main driver uses a 

95mm flared, doped paper 

cone, steel frame and decent 

size magnet, while the tweeter 

has a 25mm soft fabric dome­

all pretty standard stuff. 

Sound Quality 
Not everyone's favourite by any 

means, the 302 didn't attract much 

serious criticism either, and therefore 

emerged as one of the most notable suc­

cesses of the blind listening tests. lt has a lot 

to do with balance, where the 302 comes 

very close to the ideal. Although voices 

sound just a little shut in (a wise precaution 

for a budget speaker), such a well-tailored 

balance ensures that instruments and voices 

assume their natural perspectives. There's 

also less tendency for the sound to deflect 

attention away from the music. 

That said, there are limitations to what 

such low-cost engineering can achieve, and 

the tweeter certainly sounds less sweet than 

the type fitted to the 601. There's not the 

same dynamic expressiveness, either, and 

although the 302's bass is quite even, it is 

not particularly discriminatory and tends to 

plod along at times. 

The balance was again the key factor in a 

good result with the budget system, even if 

the top end seemed a trifle insistent. The 

speaker could be driven pretty hard without 

obvious distress, but did show some conges­

tion and hardening. 

Conclusion 
Probably the best balanced miniature cur­

rently around, if not the most involving, the 

302 is an undoubted success and bound to 

become a leading contender for the best 

seller slot Do note, however, that the ampli­

fier load is very demanding. 

£110 

0Utstandi111 balance and a VIIY Rice bit of stylinc too. 
Some 1ac11 of drive and dynamics; build could be 
sturdier; a demandinc load. 
B&W loudspeakers, Ma�borough Road, Churchill 

Industrial Estate, Lancing. West Sussex BN15 8TR 

(01903) 750750 
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B&W DM601 

A
s the smaller brother of the DM602, 

which was reviewed and enthusiasti­

cally Recommended in our last loud­

speaker group test (issue 152), B&W's 

DM601 comes in at a fraction under £200. 

With an internal volume of around 14 

litres, it's about twice the size of the minia­

tures, with implications for extra bass and 

loudness capabilities. Its immediate com­

petitor in this group is the KEF Coda 8, 

which is similar in size and a tenner less in 

price, but the B&W package offers an alto­

gether more substantial piece of engineering 

(nearly 30 per cent heavier!) alongside 

much more advanced driver technology, 

which implies a rather better deal all round. 

Cast alloy frame drivers are a rarity at 

£300, never mind £200, and the 601's 

main driver also features a big magnet to 

drive a stiffly-suspended 120mm Kevlar 

cone (a gold-coloured, plastic-bonded 

woven material), similar to those found pre­

viously only on B&W's upmarket monitors. A 

hefty metal ring forms part of the fixing 

arrangement, and gives a very professional 

appearance, but conceals rather flimsy, 

coarse-pitch woodscrews. 

The proportions of this box look a I ittle 

old-fashioned (perhaps classic is the right 

word), but the cosmetics are well up to date, 

with a lumpy textured finish to the full baffle 

moulding, and a clever grille implementa­

tion. The enclosure and build quality also 

are above the budget norm: the foam-lined 

box is built from 

1 3 m m  c h i p ­

board, while the 

front panel is a 

combination of 

structural plastics 

backed by 12mm 

MDF, giving fine 

rigidity. The plastic 

moulding incorpo­

rates a small flared 

port. Si-wire terminals 

feed a si m pie PCB 

crossover with tag con­

nections to the drivers. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

which seemed to fill the end of the room, 

unconstrained by the position of the speakers. 

"Lumpy but good-hearted" perhaps sums 

it up best, and once the ear and brain have 

had time to compensate for the balance 

anomalies (one of the problems with blind 

panel testing), the strength of those classy 

drivers comes through. it's not the best­

timed sound around, but does convey subtle 

textures and dynamic shading in the mid­

band, if less so in the bass. 

The 601 was pretty good with our budget 

system, too, offering an expressive, involving 

if slightly 'shut-in' midband and quite a 

sweet treble- much more so than the 302. 

Generous loudness is available, though 

pushing hard does exaggerate a tendency to 

harden and become more aggressive. 

Conclusion 

The DM601 has much more in common 

with its bigger 602 brother than its baby 

302, er, sister. Both 600 series models lose 

out a little in overall balance terms, but ben­

efit from more convincing midband dynam­

ics. My first impression favoured the 302, 

but extended listening soon revealed the 

ultimate superiority of the more expensive. 

more interesting and more involving 601. 

£llGO 

Great main driver for tile price, inwolvin1 and com­

municatiYt midband. 

Balance could be more IYtn; shape looks a little 

dated. 

B&W Loudspeakers, Marlborough Road, Churchill 

Industrial Estate, Lancing. West Sussex BNIS 8TR 

(01903) 750750 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

Gale Model 4 

J 
ust as we're getting used to floorstand­

ing speakers selling for a few pence 

under £300, Richer Sounds ups the 

ante by bringing out one at less than 

£200-no more than you'd end up paying 

for a pair of name-brand miniatures and the 

stands to put them on. 

This speaker may carry the Gale name, 

but it bears no relationship whatsoever to 

that chrome-trimmed '70s style-setter. 

Rather, it's one of several brand names now 

owned by Richer's manufacturing division. 

Following the example set in January's 

Sessions, someone had taken the trouble to 

add several kilos of ballast to a compartment 

in the base of these speakers prior to ship­

ping. One can't blame manufacturers for try­

ing to get the very best possible performance 

out of their products, but these review sam­

ples are not exactly representative of what 

you get from the shops. 

The Gale 4 looks significantly smaller 

than its two (notably more expensive) floor­

standing competitors in this review. A 
decent set of spikes is included, but the 

'footprint' is a minimal 15cm -a powerful 

extra incentive to add the ballast. 

From the outside, the main driver looks 

little different from the surface-mounted unit 

with pressed-steel frame and 95mm doped 

SOUND **-1:<-f:<-f:< 
VALtJil ***** 
PRICE £200 
.A. A lot of speaker for your money; promising ingredients. 
-., Disappointing sound; has detached 'one-note' bass 

and aggressive midband. 
181 Hi-Fi Direct, Richer House, Hankey Place, London 

SEI 488 
e (0171) 827 9827 

paper cone, found in the JPWs. Closer 

examination reveals bolts instead of wood­

screws, but sadly these have not been prop­

erly tightened. There's also an enormous 

potted magnet. The tweeter is a classy 

19mm fabric dome device, and bi-wiring 

terminals are available, but the crossover 

components themselves look very ordinary. 

The Model 4 is a basic two-way, with 

additional help from a port set high up at the 

rear. The bottom quarter of the 15mm chip­

board cabinet is a separate ballast cavity, so 

only the top 'three-quarters' part 

is acoustically active . The wood­

print vinyl finish has a slightly 

greenish tinge here, while a 

chamfered baffle edge is the only 

concession to styling. 

Sound Quality 
The Gale did poorly on the blind lis­

tening tests, finding itself at the bot­

tom of most lists, with unanimous 

criticism directed towards its forward 

'shouty' midband and a 'one-note' 

bass which didn't really seem to inte­

grate properly. 

The hands-on work did little to 

change this adverse judgement, 

although it's certainly true that an ini­

tially hostile reaction to a very 'in yer 

face' balance does begin to temper after 

a while. Despite the overall lack of 

warmth and richness, the ear/brain tends 

to readjust to the unfamiliar presentation. 

The midband does have some coher­

ence, and the forwardness is helpful in pro­

jecting detail when playing quietly - but 

by the same token this puts you off playing 

at loud levels . The bass remained detached 

and ploddy throughout, and changing over 

to our 'budget' source and amps brought lit­

tle if any change in the overall character. 

Conclusion 
What might have seemed okay in a one-off 

Sessions context has suffered under trial by 

peer group. Small drivers with big magnets 

tend towards aggressive forwardness, and I 
can't help wondering whether a long, thin box 

with a port at one end behaves more like an 

organ pipe than yer classic reflex Helmholtz 

resonator. 



perfect balance 
The New Meridian 508.20 

Taking CD replay to the 

edge with a new 20 bit 

converter and precision 

re-clocking used throughout. 

With the lowest jitter and 

pure Class A analogue 

balanced output the 508 

reaches a performance level 

previously unheard. 

A DAC with the 

performance where it 

counts. Meridian's twin 

Phase-Lock Loop yields 

the lowest jitter whilst 

our 20 bit DAC offers a 

new benchmark in clarity 

and deep fulfilling bass. 

The New Meridian 557 

The New Meridian 502 

A Dual mono preamplifier 

design. Separating the 

channels onto individual 

boards gives Meridian a 

level of preamplifier 

performance to match our 

new 20 bit CD sources. 

With the highest quality 

components and 

Meridian's years of 

experience in preamplifier 

design we are now able to 

offer you a preamplifier 

that sonically disappears. 

Balanced has never been so right. With balanced inputs 

and a dual mono design this 200W amplifier is the 

perfect finish to our balanced range. A unique ground 

balancing system gives you the highest performance in 

bridged mode without compromising the superb stereo 

at which Meridian amplifiers excel. Bridged output into 

4 Ohms gives a massive 1000W. 

Meridian System Remote Control 
with audiophile quality balanced 
design from laser to loudspeaker. 

What more could you ask? 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 

J PW Mini Monitor 

R
icher Sounds doesn't participate in the 

gathering of industry sales statistics, 

but since this major-league hi-fi 

retailer is reckoned to account for 

around a third of overall sales, it seems only 

right to include three of its best selling 

speakers alongside the rest. 

The Mini Monitor is the sixty pounder, 

which is less than half the price of the main­

stream miniatures - about the price of a 

decent pair of stands, no less. However, 

since you still get two drive units and a 

crossover network all screwed into a little 

box, one is apt to scratch the head and won­

der: why pay more? 

Style is certainly one element lacking 

here. The box is traditional chipboard 

throughout, covered in traditional wood print 

vinyl. With traditionally squared-off edges 

and corners, design is not the word that 

springs to mind. However, for sheer func­

tional cost-effectiveness, based on the con­

siderable mass-production experience of the 

British OEM suppliers in cutting, wrapping 

and sticking woodprint vinyl chipboard, this 

offering looks hard to beat. 

The ingredients are very basic but 

entirely adequate. The sealed box is fabri­

cated from 12mm woodprint vinyl chip-

SOUND ***** 
VA.LVB ***** 
PRICE £60 

.&. Excellent material value and a good balance of 
positives. 

'f' Can sound a bit small and thin, especially with 
budget components. 

181 Hi-Fi Direct. Richer House, Hankey Place, London 
SE! 4BB 

lil (0171) 827 9827 

board, lightly filled with fibrous damping 

material. A single pair of terminals feeds an 

ultra-simple crossover. By opting for sealed 

box loading, JPW is sacrificing midbass out­

put in the interests of a tighter balance. This 

kind of speaker is less likely to sound boomy, 

but close-to-wall siting is more or less essen­

tial to reinforce the midbass region, and that 

in turn introduces some midband coloration. 

The main drive-unit uses a 95mm doped 

paper cone and small magnet on a pressed 

steel frame, while the plastic-chassis 

tweeter has a small 14mm dome/annulus 

diaphragm under a phase compensator. 

Sound Quality 
The little Mini Monitor came out surprisingly 

well in the blind listening tests, for several of 

the same reasons that the Gold Monitor did 

well the previous day. The tight, dry bass 

may lack some dynamic expression, but it 

times well and keeps 

rhythms under good 

control. Elsewhere the 

balance is a bit bright and 

scrappy, lending a rather 

thin overall character to 

the proceedings, but what 

the MM lacks in dynamics, it 

makes up for in overall 

coherence. 

Indeed, it's fair to say the 

MM did slightly better than the 

GM under blind conditions. 

That's not to say it's necessarily 

a better speaker- it's not- but 

the Mini Monitor does tend to dis­

guise its limitations rather more art­

fully, which is arguably no less 

important. The balance is just a little 

less bright overall, for example, and 

le)01ifil 

while it lacks the bass drive, purpose and 

discrimination of the Gold Monitor, some­

how the Mini manages to sound less boxy at 

the same time. 

With our budget front-end the Mini per­

formed capably enough, and seemed better 

matched to these components than the 

rather more aggressive Gold. That said, the 

sound was a bit small, bright, lacking in air 

and spaciousness, and its dynamics were 

unconvincing. 

Conclusion 
One helluva speaker for sixty quid, the Mini 

Monitor isn't the prettiest or most interesting 

looker around, or the last word in ultimate 

sonic excitement. But it's no slouch, either, 

and an artful balance cleverly 'disguises its 

limitations. 



Design For Life 

Modern Design to Traditional Standards 

The Design for Life storage system is based on CD 
sized modules which lock together to make just the 

shape you want. A range of drawers is also available 

to fit into the boxes, offering unparalleled storage 

flexibility. The components are all beautifully made in 

oak with walnut inserts, and look equally good in 

modern and traditional rooms. 

Further details are available from 
Tel: 01273 689289 Fax: 01273 705816 

Slialiinian }l.coustics Loudspeak§rs 
CDynavector Jlmps 

We[[ 'fempered 'furnta6[es 
CDynavector Cartridges 

(_Becfini Products 
Stockists and Information from: 

Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place, Alnmouth, orthumberland, NE66 2RL 
Telephone: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051 

Qudose, The Perfect Balance 
The speaker cable forms a vital interface between your amplifier and loudspeaker system. 

The properties of the speaker cable you use will determine how well your amplifier can communicate 
with your speakers. Use the wrong cable and your speakers could be missing the message. 

To minimise the signal degrading properties present in all cable, QED's own research programme has 
established that a Balanced Design Concept is essential for optimal performance. 

QED's Qudos spealier cable lowers all the cable's degrading Characteristic Properties in proportion and 
with the correct balance thereby delivering a superior and more accurate all round performance . 

WHATHI·FI? 
***** 

"Sensational sound ... You won't 
find a betteT cable at this pTice." 

MAY 1995 

Qudos, The Perfect Balance, The Perfect Choice. • 
QED Audio Products Ltd 

Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close, 

Lightwater, Surrey GUJ8 5XU 

Telephone:(OJ276) 451166 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

J PW Gold Monitor 

J 
PW has more than a handful of budget 

baby bookshelf-size speakers in its 

range, Many of these have picked up 

Choice flags over the years, the Gold 

Monitor included (issue 130). This is hardly 

surprising when you place the little £80 

Gold Monitor alongside the big sellers at 

around £130. it's not quite as big, and not 

as interesting looking either, but the money 

saved will go a long way towards buying a 

pair of stands. 

Perceived value is only part of the equa­

tion, of course, but there's no denying you 

get plenty of it here. However, the main rea­

son for the very competitive price is that the 

Gold Monitor is one of three Richer Sounds 

specials in this group test. 

The ingredients are inevitably a very 

common denominator, with the sealed box 

construction consisting of woodprint vinyl­

wrapped 12mm chipboard, lightly filled 

with fibrous damping material. A single ter­

minal pair feeds an ultra-simple crossover 

with commercial-grade wiring, but the 

choke is generous and all is hard-wired. 

The choice of sealed box loading is 

unusual - only JPW uses it in this test 

group. All the others employ some form of 

port loading to augment midbass output. 

Among several implications, the sealed box 

loading provides a more extended but drier 

SOUND 
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Fine material value, and a fast, involving sound . 
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bass alignment, which makes close-to-wall 

siting mandatory. 

The Gold Monitor's main driver, whose 

woodscrews were not particularly tight, is a 

95mm doped paper cone, with a small mag­

net on a pressed steel frame. The more 

tightly fixed tweeter has a small 19mm soft 

fabric dome and a metal chassis. Both are 

simply (and cheaply) surface-mounted onto 

the baffle front. The grille looks innocuous 

enough, but the slim plastic frame is cham­

fered around the outside (acoustically 

wrong) edge, and is best left in the carton. 

Sound Quality 
The Gold Monitor was well liked by half the 

listening panel, which praised its open and 

coherent delivery. The other half raised 

doubts over a lack of 'body' and richness, 

and the thin and slightly 'fizzy' top end. The 

bass is undoubtedly tight, dry, fast and 

quite extended, but has 

more than a trace of 

boxi ne ss too. Voices 

sound clear but also a 

bit bright and relentless, 

as well as thin and a little 

congested. 

The treble quality is 

pretty good, but the quantity 

proved a I ittle strong for 

some tastes, and did become 

a little wearing over the long 

haul. Dynamics are not really 

on the agenda, so the end result 

somehow lacks scale despite the 

audibly good bass extension. 

A notable problem is that the 

fatigue factor became much more 

obvious when we substituted a 'bud­

get' CD player and amp. The 'in yer 

face' quality of the Gold Monitor tends to 

highlight the limitations and inadequacies of 

the sources all too clearly. 

Conclusion 
Given the size and bass loading technique, 

modest sensitivity, power handling and 

loudness capability are inevitable, and the 

Gold Monitor is probably better suited to a 

smaller room than the one used for the tests 

- perfect for the teenage bedroom budget 

system, methinks. 

Which is not to say it can't work very well 

in the family lounge too, the only real caveat 

being that it might be too revealing to make 

an ideal match with some budget compo­

nents. Here, the even cheaper Mini Monitor 

might give the better balanced e·nd result. 



KEF Coda 7 

A
n obvious Best Buy when we reviewed 

it in detail last November, KEF's £130 

Coda 7 has actually been topping the 

loudspeaker sales charts for well over a 

year now. In doing so, it has wreaked a com­

plete transformation in the company's UK 

market share. 

The Coda 7 is a little larger than some of 

its competitors, with a curvaceous moulded 

front panel that's both functional and fash­

ionably attractive (providing you don't mind 

leaving the gri lie off). 

The only real criticism in our earlier 

review concerned the rather lightweight 

build quality, which appeared to place ease 

of assembly ahead of long-term mechanical 

integrity. This is unlikely to prove a handicap 

under normal domestic use, but review sam­

ples do go through the mill. The pair that 

came down from the office had certainly 

done the rounds, and one had developed a 

buzz when subjected to swept sine-wave 

signals. A second, new pair was therefore 

requested for this review. 

The two Coda 7 pairs looked to all intents 

and purposes identical, although the pack­

ing carton revealed one small but possibly 

significant detail. Whereas the original was 

made in Denmark, our current pair claims 

Belgium as country of origin. (Both the 

larger Codas are made in England.) 

Measurement showed small differences too: 

the new pair was just a little duller at the 

extreme top end. 

The main driver has a pressed frame, 

decent size magnet and lOOmm doped 

paper cone, while the tweeter has a 25mm 

fabric dome. The drivers are mounted from 

the rear of the baffle, keeping 

the shapely front nice and 

smooth, while the 

baffle itself is glued 

into the 12mm vinyl 

woodprint box wrap. 

Sound Quality 
Last time around the 

Coda 7 swept the table, 

but things were definitely 

tougher as it now had to 

fight against rival top sellers 

and the latest competition. 

Results were still very 

respectable, thanks to the 

exceptional midband voicing 

which remains this design's 

stand out feature. There was, how­

ever, more qualification this time around, 

especially with regard to the bass and 

dynamic performance. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

The overall sound is generous but some­

how insubstantial -shades of the Chinese 

takeaway syndrome perhaps- with a 

rather amorphous bass quality: this is by no 

means lacking in weight, but it is short on 

solidity and discrimination. Simple material 

is handled quite well, with pleasing open­

ness, good focus and only modest col­

oration. More complex and bass heavy 

material, however, tends to become rather 

muddled and confused. 

Our 'budget' front end didn't do the Coda 

7 many favours either. The open midband 

tended to sound a bit thin, crude and edgy, 

though the bottom end provided a generous 

thump. Interestingly, in careful NB compar­

ison, the latest samples' slight loss of high 

frequency output (minus 2dB above 7kHz) 

provided a noticeable increase in perceived 

mid coloration. 

Conclusion 
Although still a doughty contender, time has 

given the competition a chance to catch up 

and in some respects overtake this estab­

lished favourite. Meanwhile, events have 

focused attention on the I ightweight construc­

tion, suggesting that a Recommended rating 

should replace the original Best Buy. 

£12t 

Beautifully voiced midband; styling is functional and 
fashionable. 
Build is lightwei&lrt. bass is vague, slightly less 'air' 
than before. 
KEF Audio (UK) Ltd. Eccleston Road, Maidstone, Kent 
ME15 6QP 
(01622) 672261 



LOUDSPEAKERS 

KEF Coda 8 

K
EF has realised that one way of adding 

perceived value and style to today's 

loudspeakers is to use moulded plas­

tics to create the 'soft-look' front pan­

els that characterise the Coda range. The 

Coda 8 and 9 share the same front baffle 

and back, even though one is a two-way 

bookshelf and the other a three-way floor­

stander. In reality, one could argue that this 

£190 Coda 8 has more in common with the 

best-selling 7, since both are two-way 

parted bookshelf models. There is a £60 

price difference between them, but this 

would easily go towards the larger main dri­

ver and box used in the Coda 8. 

This speaker doesn't quite match the 

sales volumes of its smaller sibling, but it 

has been shooting up the charts in recent 

months, and is currently a leading player in 

the sub-£200 sector. In this particular 

review group, its closest competition is 

clearly the B&W 601. The Coda 8 would be 

yours for a tenner less, looks a bit cuter and 

is slightly larger inside, but the B&W is 

much heavier and its driver technology 

makes the KEF look decidedly prosaic. 

KEF's enclosure is based on a 12mm 

vinyl woodprint wrap, with thin and fairly 

resonant plastic panels front and rear. Some 

extra wrap stiffening is supplied by an 0-

brace fitted just inside the back panel. This 

J'RICJI £189 

,A. A very even and open midband; cood weipt and 'air'. 
... Bass quality is suspect and build rather liptweilht. 
1:81 KEF Audio (UK) Ltd, Eccleston Road, Maidstone, Kent 
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allows the back to be screwed firmly in 

place, instead of the flimsier grommet 

arrangement used in the Coda 7. But there 

is some evidence to suggest the change 

came about through the necessities of pro­

duction rather than original design intention. 

The curvaceous baffle cleverly avoids 

acoustic discontinuities, while the cunning 

grille may be clipped into position if desired, 

but leaves no telltale evidence if unused. 

The rear-mounted main driver was indiffer­

ently fitted by small screws that could have 

been tighter. The unit has a generous mag� 

net, pressed frame and a 120mm doped 

paper cone - nearly half as big (again) in 

area as that used in Coda 7. 

Sound Quality 
Coda 8 did pretty 

well in the blind 

listening tests, 

scoring better than 

its two siblings and 

providing worth­

while extra bass 

weight over most of 

t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  

However, as with the 

other Codas, ques­

tions were raised about 

the quality of the bass, 

which didn't so much 

drive the music along as 

follow behind in its 

wake. There was a lim­

ited dynamic contrast and 

a distinct notion of soft­

ness- so they're unlikely to 

appeal to techno fans. 

Happily, the 8 follows the 

now established Coda tradition 

of an open, neutral and very well propor­

tioned midband. lt is more open at the top 

end than the latest 7, and a little too bright 

and edgy for some of our listeners. lt also 

seemed rather too forward and up-front 

when driven by our budget system, the 

result being a little too edge-of-seat for relax­

ation. Again, the bass turned out to offer 

more weight than definition. 

Conclusion 
KEF has opted to increase bandwidth rather 

than sensitivity in up-scaling th.e Coda 7. 

The result has more weight and air, and an 

even flatter midband . Bass quality and engi­

neering content remain reservations, but a 

Recommendation is clearly appropriate. 
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E Coda 9 

A
s the largest and most expensive model 

in KEF's highly successful Coda series, 

the Coda 9 carries a £299 pricetag and 

features a floorstanding enclosure; 

there's no need for stands. 

Cleverly, KEF decided to use the same 

front and back panels for its Coda 8 and 9 

models, and thereby spread out the tooling 

costs. In the 8, the panels sandwich a sim­

ple bookshelf size wrap, whereas the 9 fixes 

them on the front and back top of a full floor­

standing enclosure. lt is effective, no ques­

tion, but perhaps less elegant. 

KEF charges £ll0 more for the 9 than 

for the 8, which might seem a bit strong for 

the amount of additional woodwork and 

spike set involved. Then y ou realise that 

there's an extra bass driver lurking inside the 

box, which serves to activate a large lower 

rear port through a coupled cavity arrange­

ment. Conceptually, the end result is much 

like a bookshelf speaker with a built-in sub­

woofer, although the poor space utilisation 

of the coupled cavity approach indicates 

that it will augment rather than extend the 

bass available. 

The spikes are adequately fitted, pro­

vided care is taken not to over-tighten (the 

20cm footprint could have been more gener­

ous). The whole thing feels rather light-
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weight for its bu I k: at under lOkg its tota I 
mass is 20 per cent lighter than tha of the 

similar size/price Mission 733. Although 

construction is quite complex, the side pan­

els are only 12mm chipboard. 

The main (visible) driver has a 120mm 

doped paper cone with flared profile, which 

is mounted in an occlusive pressed steel 

basket, driven by a generous magnet and 

fixed from behind with very small screws. 

The tweeter has a 25mm soft fabric dome, 

and single terminals feed a quite complex 

PCB crossover. 

Sound OuaHty 
The black hear-through curtain 

takes no prisoners, so the Coda 9's 

large box and extra bass driver 

remained invisible to a rather unim­

pressed panel. In the end, the 9 was 

actually marked below its smaller, 

cheaper stablemates. Indeed, several 

panelists commented that it lacked 

real bass extension, and thought that 

the fair amount of boxy coloration 

affected voices in an adverse way. 

it's not a disaster by any means, but 

certainly a disappointment in context -

especially as much of the criticism was 

directed at a bass that seems able to pro­

vide ample weight, but with little poise, 

precision or timing. The adjective 'thumpy ' 

cropped up several times, and lower regis­

ters had an amorphous, grumbly quality -

somewhat reminiscent of the passive sub­

woofers this design in part resembles . 

The criticisms were less severe when the 

speakers were driven from our lower resolu­

tion budget components, although the char­

acteristics were still evident. The hands-on 

work did at least confirm a very healthy 

1·181ifi' 

loudness capability, accomplished with just 

a little edginess and without obvious aggres­

sion, even if the bass remained ill-defined. 

Conclusion 
Take one pair of Coda 8s and build them into 

floorstanding enclosures which incorporate 

subwoofers: it sounds like a tempting recipe, 

well worth the extra £110. In practice, how­

ever, things haven't worked out quite the 

way y ou think. The Coda 9 delivers less than 

the sum of its parts, and comes across as a 

victim of limited build quality. 





LOUDSPEAKERS 

Mission 731 

R
eviewed originally just over a year ago 

(issue 141), Mission's £130 731 

failed to receive the Choice accolades 

awarded to its illustrious 760 series 

predecessors. However, the 731 has gone 

on to become the second-best-selling 

speaker around. 

At roughly the same size as its predeces­

sors, the 731 is a little smaller than the 

immediate competition. lt applies the same 

basic two-way 'upside down' driver configu­

ration that Mission pioneered and others (eg 

Tannoy, KEF) have since followed. 

Despite more compact dimensions, the 

731 seems to be in the same weight class as 

the Mordaunt-Short and B&W boxes. A 

black-vinyl, wood-print, wood-based 

top/base/sides wrap is sandwiched between 

moulded plastics front and back panels, 

although the enclosure construction and dri­

ver mounting arrangements are unusual and 

pretty ingenious. 

Perhaps uniquely, the main driver is 

mounted onto the back rather than the front 

of the enclosure, or more precisely: onto four 

of six hollow struts that form part of the back 

panel moulding and travel right through the 

inside to just behind the front panel. The lat­

ter moulding covers all this and accommo­

dates the tweeter, the purpose being primar-
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ily to isolate baffle and tweeter mechanically 

from the vibrations generated by the main 

driver. Both the struts and the rear panel 

shaping should help spread internal stand­

ing wave modes. 

The main driver looks very similar to that 

fitted originally, but measurements reveal an 

important change: a significant drop in 

impedance (and hence a rise in current con­

sumption) which allows for a much-needed 

boost in the midbass output. The tweeter 

output, meanwhile, has been lowered 

slightly. 

The box is built from a substantial 15mm 

chipboard wrap, covered in vinyl woodprint. 

Cleverly radiused edges combine with a sub­

tle shaping of the baffle and grille mouldings 

to give an attractively 'softened' appearance 

without exaggerating the curves too much. 

Sound Quality 
The 731 again received a 

rather lukewarm reaction 

from the listening panel, 

but for different reasons 

than last time. A pretty 

decent bass response was 

now in evidence, with some 

power and dynamic expres­

sion, even if it came across as 

a bit stodgy. 

The midband is expressive 

and voice inflections are repro­

duced well. But at the listening 

levels we use for the panel tests, 

the overall sound was rather dull 

and shut in, especially with vinyl 

sources. There's also a slight treble 

'sting', all of which helped keep enthu­

siasm at bay. 

The big surprise came when the 731 

was connected up to our 'budget' system. 

The whole balance and timing seemed to gel 

much better and the system delivered fine 

air and spaciousness, with no unwelcome 

aggressiveness. The hands-on work also 

confirmed that this speaker seems to per­

form better when it is driven hard, where­

upon it seems to come to life and delivers a 

powerful and coherent soundstage. 

Conclusion 
The current 731 is certainly a different 

speaker from the example we originally 

reviewed, and a better one too. Even if it did­

n't impress our listening panel to any great 

extent, it did show a strong affinity for our 

'budget' system, creating a happy symbiosis 

which clearly deserves Recommendation. 



Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . .  ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . ·. ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 
... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ash stead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, 
Camberley, Chertsey, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Frimley, Godalming, 
Hartley W intney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, New Maiden, 
Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, Virginia Water, Walton-on­
Thames, West Byfleet, Wey bridge, Windsor, Woking? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 
Innovations, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Celestion, Creek, Cy rus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Hey brook, 
Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 

Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, QED (Sy stemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rote!, Sony, 

Supra, Sound Org, Target, Yamaha (including Home Cinema Sy stems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us first and y ou won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where y ou 
can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as 
stocking selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the 
premises all the above brands (and others also). 

The .Shop 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

There is no alternative ... 
We are at: 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

01483 504801 • 01483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday - Saturday 9am - 6pm (later by appointment) 
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Mission 733 

M 
ission's 733 earned itself a Best Buy 

tag when it first came in for review 

back in February 1995, for two main 

reasons. First, there were precious 

few £300 floorstanders around at the time, 

and the 733 was a big, handsome and well 

built example of this increasingly common 

breed. The sound may not have been the 

last word in dynamic enthusiasm, but was 

exceptionally well balanced through the vital 

upper-mid to treble region - and clearly 

better than the very similar bookshelf-size 

732 model in this respect. 

For a big yet inexpensive wood print vinyl­

clad box, it's very good looking, thanks to 

the clever way the edges have been rounded 

off. A plastic sub-baffle is held by eight tight 

woodscrews, clamping the main driver, and 

also fixing through the mechanically decou­

pled tweeter faceplate, giving very tidy and 

clean lines. A second moulding adds a very 

large port, with a built in vane designed to 

minimise turbulence. 

The box shape ensures a decent, stable 

footprint and keeps the drivers well off the 

floor. Unlike earlier generations of Mission 

floorstanders, the 733's spike/washer com­

bination can be properly tightened without 

stripping the threads. 

SO'O'ND 

VALUE 

PRICB £300 

• A good looking big floorstander at a very competitive 

price. 

... latest samples are duller than before, and the result 

is rather thick and shut-in. 

181 Centralforce Ltd, Stonehill, Huntingdon, Cambs PE18 6EO 

m (01480) 451777 

The main driver has a 120mm clear plas­

tic cone, a pressed steel frame and a decent 

size magnet, but the 28mm ring/dome 

tweeter feels a bit feeble, mechanically. The 

enclosure is not as big as it looks in acoustic 

terms, since the lower 30cm or so is blanked 

off by a shelf (which helps stiffen the four 

long panels). Rough calculation suggests an 

actual enclosure volume of around 25 litres, 

which is the classic large bookshelf size. In a 

very real sense this can be seen as a repack­

aging of that traditional configuration, albeit 

one which comes complete with built in 

support furniture. 

The box itself feels pretty 

solid, with substantial 19mm 

chipboard panels throughout, 

and a further brace between the 

sides up behind the main driver 

adding extra stiffness. Internal 

damping is provided by a single 

sheet of foam lining the rear panel, 

and a foam ring around the outside 

of the port. A simple three-element 

crossover is built into the back of the 

bi-wire terminal block. 

Sound Quality 
Considering its previous Best Buy status, 

the 733 gave very disappointing results 

in the blind listening, actually scoring 

lower marks than the little 731, with 

unanimous criticism of a heavy and thick 

bass which completely dominated the over­

all sound. 

The hands-on work gave greater opportu­

nity to experiment with siting, and a firmer 

and more even bass delivery was achieved. 

But the sound remained rather dull and shut 

in, nonetheless. However, this does have the 

virtue of avoiding any tendencies towards 

aggressiveness, even when playing at high­

ish levels with the budget electronics. 

Conclusion 
Disappointing sound quality let this new pair 

of 733s down, and the reason isn't hard to 

find, since the relative treble level is l-2dB or 

two lower than in our original pair, and bal­

ance is rather less even, too. As mentioned in 

the first paragraph, the mid-to-treble balance 

was crucial to the original's success, but this 

latest pair is more like our earlier 732, and 

less satisfactory in consequence. 



All shops are closed on Mondays 

AMONGST 
THIS MONTH'S 
SPECIAL OFFERS ... 

Basingstoke 
Item Type Price New/Sale £ 

LINN LK1/LK100 Pre/power S/hand 1150 550 
Majik I Amplifier S/hand 650 550 
K600 (2x11 mZ) Spkr cable Ex-dem 378 188 
Helix/Kustone Spkr/stands S/hand 466 346 

MUSICAL FIDELITY A 120 Amplifier S/hand 550 350 
NAIM Nail 2 Amplifier S/hand 375 

NAC72 Pre-amp S/hand 690 590 
ARCAM Delta 80 Tuner S/hand 349 199 

Delta2/Kustone Spkr/stands S/hand 480 299 
TANNOY 636 Speakers S/hand 400 275 
DENON AVC1590 AV amp Ex-dem 479 379 
MICROMEGA Stage 1 CD player Ex-dem 550 399 

Oxford 
ARCAM A60 Amplifier S/hand 300 125 
CYRUS 11 Amplifier S/hand 380 225 
LINN Kaber Speakers S/hand 1800 899 
MERIDIAN 563 DAC Ex-dem 795 675 
MONITOR AUDIO MA202 Speakers Ex-dem 450 350 
NAIM Nail 2 Amplifier S/hand 500 299 
ROTEL RT 940 Tuner Ex-dem 200 169 

RCD965 Discrete CD player Ex-dem 425 299 
YAMAHA NSAC85 Centre spkr New 100 79 

NSE90 Effect spkrs New 120 105 

YAMAHA YES! WAS NOW 

CDX480 CD player new 
CDX580 CD player new 
KX480 Cassette deck new 

Gants Hill 

199 149 
249 199 
199 169 

AIWA ADF500 Cass deck S/hand 170 79 
AKAI AM-M77 Midi amp S/hand 150 45 
ARCAM Alpha 3 Amplifier S/hand 200 119 
CELEF Mini Pro HEIHJ 15 Spkrs/stnd S/hand 500 129 
DENON DCD580 CD player Ex-dem 200 149 
PROAC Tablette2/HJ20 Spkrs/standsS/hand 599 299 
ROTEL RA935BX Amplifier S/hand 225 180 
TECHNICS RSBX601 Cass. deck Ex-dem 250 219 
YAMAHA NSC110 Centre spkr S/hand 150 99 

DSP100/MX95 AV amp S/hand 570 190 

We know you won't find better service. 
• We know you won't find a better sound. 
• But if you find a better price, let us 

know aod as long as we can verify it 
we'll be happy to match it. Plus you will 
still get our 3 YEAR Guaramee'''. 

* 2 Year on TV{ViJ�otMini System� • I Year on Pnnahh."� 

Enfield 
AURA SP50 Speakers S/hand 400 225 
KENWOOD 303 Mini System Ex-dem 400 349 
LINN Kan Speakers S/hand 350 125 
MARANTZ CD62 CD player S/hand 300 159 
MICROMEGA CD3 Cd Trans. Ex-dem 1500 999 

Stage 3 CD player B grade 750 699 
PIONEER PD103 CD player Ex-dem 90 
ROT EL RSP960/RB956 AV amp Ex-dem 725 599 
SONY TAF540E Amplifier S/hand 200 139 
YAMAHA CDX580 CD player Ex-dem 179 159 

Cheltenham 
YAMAHA CX530 Pre-amp S/hand 450 250 
MISSION 73LE/73PS Spkrs/sub S/hand 330 215 
MUSICAL FIDELITY T1 Tuner S/hand 1520 850 
LINN KAN2 Spkrs/standsS/hand 550 250 
ARCAM ALPHA 5CD CD player Ex-dem 480 350 
HEYBROOK HB1.3 Speakers S/hand 270 160 
MISSION 735 Speakers Ex-dem 600 540 

W. Ramp tead 
ARCAM Alpha 5CD CD player S/hand 480 325 

Delta 290 Amplifier Ex-dem 500 450 
Delta 290P Power amp Ex-dem 400 350 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS Classic 25 Amp S/hand 825 500 
MARANTZ CD 52 CD player S/hand 250 150 
MICROMEGA DUO BS2 DAC S/hand 699 399 
MISSION 73C Centre spkr S/hand 150 90 

753R Speakers Ex-dem 799 699 
QUAD FM4 Tuner S/hand 350 195 

34 Pre-amp S/hand 375 195 

Swindon 
ARCAM Delta 170.3 CD Trans. S/hand 600 350 
MISSION 73PI Sub-woofer Ex-dem 100 75 
NAO 502 CD player Ex-dem 240 180 

304 Amplifier Ex-dem 260 200 
ROTEL RSP960/RB956 AV amp Ex-dem 750 500 
RUARK Paladin Speakers Ex-dem 1099 850 

Templar Speakers Ex-dem 500 399 
SONY KVX2962 TV Ex-dem 800 500 

STS211 Tuner Ex-dem 130 100 
YAMAHA CDX580 CD player Ex-dem 179 159 

Please check availability before travelling. 
We can transfer products to a branch near you. 

*Demonstration rooms at all br<Jnches * Part Exchange 

* 7 Day Exchange of goods and 30 day Free Upgrades �'�1;!.'fi 
* Mail Order and Export service ll'l'.�l!fmMt#lil 

* 3 year guarantee on all hi-fi separates (transferable to any BADA member) 

* We are fo11nder members ofBADA and your deposits arc fully BADA Bonded 

* We offer Interest Free Credit (0% APR) on selected items 

E mail us at: hifi({t audio-r.co.uk 

Home C inema 
products available 
at all branches 
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·ss ion 0 ur original tests on this luxury compact 

speaker took place nearly three years 

ago, and turned into a real saga due to 

some variations in early production 

samples. Things should certainly have set­

tled down by now, and the 751s we were 

given for this test provided almost identical 

measurements to the samples we listened to 

in January 1994. 

Mission's 75-series speakers are quite 

different from the budget price 7 3-series 

covered elsewhere in this group test. The 

751 is the only model which features real 

wood finish (on flanks and top), and it uses 

the advanced transverse-fold cabinetwork 

originally introduced with the 753. 

Beauty can be more than skin deep, and 

the 751 turns out to be just as solidly built 

as it looks. lt is comparatively small in size, 

but weighs more than any of the other stand 

mounts assembled for this test. A 'compact' 

box and main driver inevitably put a ceiling 

on bass slam and loudness capabilities, but 

have their own compensating advantages. 

The narrow enclosure wrap (front, back, 

base and veneered top) is made from very 

hefty l9mm MDF, while the veneered and 

heavily chamfered sides are a full 25mm 

t h i c k ,  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  b i t u m i n o u s  

SOVND 

V.UlJI 
PIUCI £300 
.A. Great looking, very compact and solid; very 

entertaining sound. 
'f' Pricey, needs good stands, extreme top is a bit 

too obvious. 
CBI Centralforce Ltd, Stonehill, Huntingdon, Cambs 

PE18 6ED 
a (01480) 451777 

751 
mass/damping pads. Tight bolts hold the 

drivers in place, and on the main unit eight 

of them clamp the pressed frame via a steel 

clamp ring. Light foam lines the rear panel of 

the front-parted enclosure, hiding a good 

quality crossover with bi-wire terminals and 

hard wiring throughout. The advanced main 

driver sports a 98mm plastic cone main dri­

ver with its decent size magnet, while the 

tweeter uses a 25mm plastic dome. 

Sound Quality 
Although not the cheapest route to audio nir­

vana, the 751 is certainly good for its size, 

and it performed 'above average' on both 

blind listening days. it's not particularly neu­

tral, however, and reactions to its basic bal­

ance did vary from one lis­

tener to another. 

The 751 's strength lies 

in the bass, where that 

solid enclosure really seems 

to keep things clean and 

tight. Low bass is scarce, of 

course, but the upper bass is 

free from boom and overhang, 

impressively solid, lively and 

driving, and with good powers 

of analysis. A decent ability to 

discriminate dynamics succeeds 

in conveying a surprising sense 

of scale from such a small 

speaker. Hands-on experiments 

suggested that the choice of part­

nering stands can play a significant 

role in determining the net bass 

quality. 

Like other Mission designs, the 

mid band on the 751 sounds a little shut 

in, but this factor undoubtedly helped 

give good results when driven by our bud-

get price CD player and amp. Perhaps the 

most consistent criticism, however, is of a 

rather bright mid/upper treble: the tweeter 

sounds quite sweet, but had the same obvi­

ous 'sizzle' reported in issue 126. Whether 

that's a good or a bad thing may be a moot 

point, depending on personal taste and part­

nering equipment. 

Conclusion 
No other group sample beats the looks of the 

751, and its ultra-solid build is reflected in 

the tight, clean bass. The treble 'sting', how­

ever, might not suit every taste or system. 

And whatever you do- don't skimp on the 

stands. 
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Mordaunt·Short MS10i 

M 
ordaunt-Short's pretty little £130 

MSIO has occupied a permanent 

position up near the top of the 

speaker sales charts since its intro­

duction. Our review and Recommendation 

goes back a little over two years (issue 130), 

but given the fierceness of the competition in 

this sector of the market, an update of 

Mordaunt-Short's baby was inevitable. 

Enter the MSl Oi ('i' for injection, 

allegedly), which carries a cheeky £140 

asking price- £10 more than the hot com­

petition from KEF, Mission and B&W. The 

new contender looks almost identical to its 

predecessor: it is very neatly detailed and 

finished, essentially conservative and 

restrained, with just the gilt of the badge and 

anodised metal dome tweeter by way of dec­

oration. The lOi looks a bit naked with grille 

removed, but the latter fits snugly and gives 

the baffle a very smooth acoustic profile. 

The whole thing feels exceptionally solid 

- among the immediate competition only 

the slightly larger B&W 302 is heavier -

and this is confirmed by close scrutiny. The 

box wrap is only about 11 mm thick, but the 

front baffle arrangements are a masterpiece 

of mechanical integrity: a moulded plastic 

front with an integral main driver frame is 

held by four massive woodscrews to a sub-

JRIC:B £140 

• Llwlr. CGIIemt and ltllll1alnin&; ... build farth 

price. 
T ean IOII1Id • bit forWinl, cauld ...,. 11011 bass 

...... 
181 Monlallllt-SIIort Ltd. 3 Ridgaway, Havant. Hants P09 IJS 
• (01705) 407722 

stantial (15mm) inset vertical brace. 

A single terminal pair feeds a simple 

hard-wired crossover which is tag-con­

nected to the drivers. The bass/mid unit has 

a 90mm plastic cone with integral moulded 

surround, a protuberant phase compensat­

ing pole-piece extension, and a nicely open 

frame behind as well as a decent size mag­

net. The magnet behind the 25mm metal 

dome tweeter is unusually large. 

Sound Quality 
The lOi scored significantly better on one 

listening day compared to the other, which 

says a lot about the practical exigencies of 

blind panel testing. Was it the change of 

stands, the different personnel, or even the 

influence of alternative preceding models? 

Whatever, the 1 Oi did very well consider­

ing its price, with a most attrac-

tive overall balance that 

manages to sound up-front 

and open without suffering 

unduly from attendant 

harshness. The bass does 

not go to any extreme depths, 

but this becomes unimportant 

with the lively and tuneful 

qualities of what bass there is. 

The 1 Oi can sound a bit boxy 

when driven hard, but it keeps 

up to speed. 

More surprising, perhaps, is 

the fact that such a small speaker 

can deliver such a good sense of 

scale, which could be the result of 

above average coherence and dynam­

ics. The top end is quite sweet and very 

well judged in relative level- an impor­

tant point because recent M-S babies have 

tended towards dullness, as the company 

has struggled to get enough output from its 

tweeters. The 1 Oi has licked this problem 

(partly by dropping the impedance, it's 

true), and the result is altogether more open 

and entertaining. it does get a bit edgy when 

hammered hard, but holds together well 

nonetheless. 

This speaker worked well with our 'bud­

get' system components too. Perhaps a little 

up-front for some tastes, but a kickin' little 

box for all that. 

Conclusion 
I reckon the MSlOi is Mordaunt-Short's best 

miniature since the 3.1 0, a top seller in the 

late '80s. Despite costing a tenner more 

than its peers, it may well put the company 

back on pole position. 



Revolver Beretta 

R
evolver is not yet among Britain's 

biggest selling speaker brands, it has 

to be admitted. But the sales charts 

reveal that it is doing surprisingly well 

for a brand which is relatively new to the 

speaker business. 

The name comes from a now extinct 

turntable manufacturer, but the real force 

behind the operation is marketing company 

RAM, an experienced and successful distrib­

utor of imported electronics brands . 

The Beretta looks a bit anonymous and 

shows obvious genre similarities to the JPW 

and Gale models, but by the same token the 

Beretta clearly represents good value for 

money at only £100. lt is very similar to 

Revolver's £140 Colt, reviewed and 

Recommended in issue 148, and the two 

models actually have the same enclosure. 

Cheaper drivers and build (woodscrews 

rather than bolts fixing the drivers) on the 

Beretta shave a full £40 off its final asking 

price. 

This is a standard, two-driver, rear­

parted miniature, slightly larger than some 

but still very similar to the stereotype that 

has dominated the UK scene for the past 

decade. Finish is plastic rosewood (or some­

thing to that effect), with the emphasis on 

the plastic- somehow vinyl finish remains 

more acceptable when kept as close to black 

as possible. 

The box is built solidly from chipboard, 

with a 15mm front baffle and 12mm wrap. 

Post-forming adds a little elegance around 

the front panel, but the drivers are simply 

woodscrewed flat against the front, with no 

rebating to smooth the profile. The grille 

doesn't appear particularly 

helpful either. 

The Beretta's main dri­

ver has a modest mag­

net and pressed frame 

with 95mm doped 

paper cone, while its 

tweeter is a small 

dome/annulus affair of a 

type commonly found in 

low budget speakers (but 

nonetheless uncommonly 

capable in performance 

terms) . All is hard-wired inter­

nally, via a simple crossover fit­

ted inside the terminal block. 

Sound Quality 
The Beretta came through the 

blind tests with good results overall, espe­

cially since this is very much a budget prod­

uct. There's a certain crudeness about the 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

mid and top, and the presence (voice) band 

sounds a little shut in, which put off some 

members of the panel. The Beretta also 

tended to sound a little congested when 

things got complex . 

Its bass, however, is a real strength, 

sounding firmer, less congested and more 

informative than most of its competitors. 

Rhythms are treated quite well, and 

although genuine deep bass is not on the 

agenda, this speaker handles dynamic shad­

ing with some success . 

Things were slightly less satisfactory 

when using the budget CD player and amp, 

as the Beretta somehow tended to highlight 

the limitations of the front end, with a rather 

relentless top end and a big but somewhat 

thick and heavy overall effect. 

Conclusion 
Although it's not the prettiest or most 

techno-credible miniature around, the 

Beretta is unquestionably good basic mate­

rial value for money. lt makes a thoroughly 

honest attempt with the music, and man­

ages to deliver a better bang than most for 

your bucks. The main reservation concerns 

its less than ideal combination with our 

'budget' front end, so do audition in context 

before purchase. 

SOUND ***** 
VAL1JJ: ***** 
PRICE £100 

A. Good material value, and one of the better babies 
for bass. 

.... Not the prettiest package around; mid and top are a 
bit coarse. 

181 Revolver, Aura House, 77 Dane Road, Sale, Cheshire 
M33 7BP 

m (0161) 973 0505 
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Tannoy 631 SE 

T
he success of the standard 631 was 

confirmed in the confident Best Buy 

rating that emerged from our April 

1995 review (issue 141). Tannoy, 

meanwhile, has been busy working out 

some improvements, and has now come up 

with a £170 'Special Edition' version. On 

the 631 SE, the extra tweaks and fairydust 

add £20 to the basic price. 

A standard port-loaded two-way box with 

inverted drivers (main above tweeter}, the 

631 SE feels a pretty lightweight affair. lt is 

constructed in the current Tannoy idiom by 

forming a wrap for the sides, front and back 

(made from 15mm vinyl woodprint chip­

board}, and sandwiching this between plas­

tic top and base mouldings. An important SE 

tweak, however, is a beefing-up of the top 

surface by means of an MDF insert- sensi­

ble since the standard plastic affair always 

seemed to vibrate a little too much for its 

own good. 

The base moulding is cleverly arranged to 

accommodate a bi-wire terminal block with 

a captive link for conventional two-wire con­

nection. lt also incorporates mounting lugs 

for the matching stand, as well as internal 

trays for mounting and securing the compo­

nents of the crossover, which is more elabo­

rate in this SE version. The down side is that 

VAJ.tiE 

PRICE £170 

.A Laid back ret inwolvina: aad informative; welcome 
refinement 

... Costs a few quid more and sounds a - bit small. 
181 Tannoy Ltd. Rosehall lnd Est, Coatbridge, Strathclyde 

ML54TF 
• (01236) 420199 

it can be awkward to make a good mechan­

ical connection with stands other than 

Tannoy's own. 

The main driver has an 85mm plastic 

cone and pressed steel frame, but this SE 

version uses a new double-magnet system 

to increase flux, with the intention of improv­

ing midrange resolution. The tweeter has a 

big magnet and a c.23mm metal dome 

under a removable mesh cover. The enclo­

sure is port loaded at the rear, and a neat 

looking grille is set on short stalks. 

Sound Quality 
Small but quite classy, the 631 SE recorded 

some pretty good listening test results, albeit 

with the occasional voice of dissent. As one 

may expect from such a small speaker, bass 

is not this Tannoy's main strength. But it 

is competent in a modest way, 

hanging on with decent pace 

and timing. There's also a 

welcome freedom from the 

sort of boxy quality that 

seems to afflict many small 

speakers. Just don't expect too 

much authority and punch. 

Midband refinement is what 

this speaker is all about. The 

631SE reveals one of the best 

judged balances around, giving a 

very natural, just slightly laid back 

effect, with sufficient coherence 

and dynamic range to keep the 

interest and involvement high. 

The result might be a little light on 

immediacy and excitement, and 

some may find the whole experience a 

little too restrained - one panelist 

requested a little more 'sparkle'. The 

631SE succeeds instead through sub-

(.);<lyfji 

tlety and delicacy, with a hear-through mid­

band clarity that stays unforced yet contin­

ues to inform well down into the mix. 

The most impressive result came when I 

tested the Tannoy with our 'budget' compo­

nents, with which this speaker somehow 

managed to sound quite subtle and smooth, 

adding a firm, dry bass and an open, 

unforced and unboxy character. 

Conclusion 
Without the standard 631 model available 

for comparison, it's difficult to say for sure 

exactly what the SE changes have achieved. 

The impression that it's improved comes 

from the fact that the Tannoy 631 SE offers 

just about the most refined sound in this test. 
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H i-Ji Specialists THE CHOICE IS TRUL V YOURS 
We carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London, you can also be sure that 

any of the products you see advertised here are on display and available 

for audition. Our helpful experienced staff are always on hand to help 

explore the possibilities open to you. This month we are featuring the 

new Pioneer PDR-05 the affordable recordable CD player, at last you can 

make your own CD compilations- Interest Free, call and find out how! 

Arcam CD Players-Full range? 

Arcam Alpha One (F/L) .......... £299.00 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus (F/L) ...... £479.00 

Arcam Alpha 6 (F/L) ............. £599.00 

Arcam Delta 270 (F/L) .......... £799.00 

Arcam Delta 250 Transport ..... £799.00 

Arcam Black Box 50___ ... £479.00 

Arcam Black Box 500 ... £745.00 

Denon DCD 825 ....... .. £269.00 

(F/l) = FREE CHORD COMPANY 
INTERCONNECT WORTH £25.00 

Linn Mimik CD Player 

Llnn CD Players - Full range? · YES! 

Marantz CD63/2 .................. £269.00 

Marantz CD63se .................. £349.00 

Marantz CD63 Slg (F/L) ........ £499.00 

NAD 501 (New) .. £199.00 

NAD 512 (F/L) 

Nalm CD3 (F/L) 

Naim C02 

Nalm CD Players - Full range? YES! 

Quad 77 CD Player .................. £595.00 

Rotel RCD 930AX ....... ... £199.00 

Rotel RCD 970BX (F/L) ......... £349.00 

TURNTABLES 

AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 

Arcam Alpha 6 Plus _ 

Arcam Delta 290 _ 

Arcam Delta 290P _ 

Naim NAC 92 Preamp ... 

. ..... £239.00 

£349.00 

- - - - - - ·  £499.00 

------- £399.00 

....... £650.00 

£750.00 

....... £650.00 

Naim NAP 90/3 Power Amp .... £427.00 

Naim FlatCap Supply ....... £326.00 

Naim 72 Preamp ___ ........ £690.00 

Naim 140 Power Amp .... £722.00 

Naim 180 Power Amp ----------- £1016.00 

Quad 77 lntergated _ ........ £595.00 

Rega Brio Amplifier .. .. £229.00 

Rega El ex Amplifier___ __ __ £398.00 

Rotel RA 930AX/2 (New) _ _____ £149.00 

Rotel RJl, 930BX ...... £199.00 

Rotel RA 970BX .... £299.00 

FAFea•es! 
IF tOU DON'T WANT O% APR 

Arcam Alpha 5 Tuner Plus .... 

Arcam Delta 280 Tuner (F/L) 

Denon Tu 260L Tuner .......... 

Linn Kudos (New) _ 

NAD 412 Tuner _ 

Marantz ST55 Tuner (few only) £79.00 

Nalm NAT 03 Tuner (F/L) ....... £566.00 

Naim NAT02 Tuner ....... £1028.00 

Quad FM4 Tuner (F/L) ............ £429.00 

Quad 66FM Tuner(F/L) .. £529.00 

Rega Radio AM/FM Tuner (F/L)£229.00 

Rotel RT 940AX (Remote) .... £199.00 

Rotel RT 950BX (F/L) ------------ £249.00 

CASSETTE 
Denon DRM 550 (F/T) .. £159.00 

Denon DRS 640 (F/T) ... ........ £209.00 

Denon DRM 650s(NEW) .. £229.00 

Denon DRM 740 (F/T) .... £269.00 

Denon DRW 580 (Double) ....... £199.00 

NAD 613 (New) .................. £229.00 

Nakamlchl DR3 (Was 399) .... £449.00 

Nakamlchl DR2 (F/l x 2) ...... £749.00 

Nakamlchl Dragon ............... £2350.00 

Yamaha KX390 (NEW) .......... £149.00 

Yamaha KX580(F/L) ............. £249.00 

Yamaha KX-W482 .................. £249.00 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
(FREE C.T.3) = FREE CABLETALK 3. 

B&W 302 (NEW) .................. £129.00 

B&W 601 .................. £199.00 

.................. £299.00 

.................. £400.00 

B&W P4 .................. £675.00 

Heybrook HB1 (E/D) ............. £139.00 

KEF Coda 7 .................. £129.00 

.................. £299.00 

Llnn Full range stocked & on Dem? YES! 

Mission 731i .................. £129.00 

Mission 751 (Free C.T.3) ....... £299.00 

Mission 752 (Free C.T.3) ....... £499.00 

Mission 753 (Free C.T Blwlre) £699.00 

ProAc Response One ............ £999.00 

ProAc Tablette 50 ................. £599.00 

Quad ELS63 on Demonstration? YES! 

Rega Kyte (Bik or Wal) ............ £198.00 

Rega Ela (Black) .................. £498.00 

Tannoy 631se Speakers ......... £169.00 

Tannoy 632 (Free C.T.3) ________ £199.00 
Tannoy 633 £299.00 

AUDIO VISUAL 
A/V AMPLIFIERS 

Arcam Xeta One .................. £999.00 

Arcam Xeta Two _ £649.00 

Yamaha DSP580 ------------------ £449.00 
LASER DISC PLAYERS 

Pioneer CLD-515 ------------------ £499.00 

Pioneer CLD-2950 ................. £699.00 

PROJECTION TV 

Pioneer SD-TSOOO (E/Dem). £1999.00 

SURROUND ·SPEAKER SYSTEMS 

GOODS PRICE £1000 GOODS PRICE £2500 GOODS PRICE £5000 B&W CC6 Centre (NEW) ........ £199.00 

DEPOSIT £100 DEPOSIT £500 DEPOSIT £1400 KEF 90 (Centre) --------------- £259.00 

BALANCE £900 BALANCE £2000 BALANCE £3600 KEF 100 (Centre) --- ........ £359.00 

12 MTHS @ £75 £1 DD £ 15D 
KEF 30B · 80C ·60S Systems £999.00 

1 .. . ..... . . . 21D.
M1T1H1SIIi@•••lllii2 I4I

M. T 1H 1SIIi@ill••llll Mission 73C (Centre) ....... £149.00 
Mission 73S (Surround) ............ £99.00 

(F/L) = FREE CHORD CHRYSALIS INTERCONNECT LEAD (D.75 MTR) Pioneer v201 sat;sub system £249.oo 

(FREE/C.T.3) =FREE 5 MTR CABLETALK LEAD- (PK) =TERMINATED Tannoy 622 (Centre) ............... £179.oo 

(F/Tl =FREE TDK SA OR SAX90 (MIN 5 TAPES) CALL FOR DETAILS Tannoy 628 surround - --- £149-00 
PRICES 

For Fast 'n Free 24 hour Mail Order Contact: 0181 8521321 





Hi-Fi Choice has travelled the globe in search of 

system enhancing extras to give your music that 

little bit extra ... 

This month Hi-Fi Choice brings you some of it's 

best sellers at great prices. Don't delay - stocks 

are limited ... so get them while you can! 

ANTI-
FOCULPODS 
• Isolation Supports 

High performance vibration absorbing 

supports designed to be placed under 

compact disc players, turntables, 

amplifiers, loudspeakers and all other 

audio, video equipment. Made from a 

low resilience polymer with exceptional 

shock absorbing properties. 

Ref: JE42A PRICE: £14.95 

A mains spike or surge can spell 

disaster for any hl-fl system. A 

surge protected plug will over­

come most of the mains-borne 

surges caused by light switches, 

freezers and so on, thereby 

saving damaged speakers and 

amplifiers. As today's hl-fl sys­

tem can often include many dif­

ferent sources, the hl-fl Is often 

awash with plugs and sockets. If 

each plug was surge-protected 

separately, the cost would be 

dramatic. Fortunately, the 

Stands Unique plug Is designed 

to take up to four separate 

mains leads, with the added 

safety of avoiding multiple plugs 

hanging off a wall socket. In 

addition, this Is doubly useful for 

star-earthed components, such 

as Nalm and Exposure, that ben­

efit from being earthed to the 

same point. 

Ref: JE38A PRICE: £20.99 

4-WAYPLUG 
KONTAK 
Kontak electrical contact cleaner that 

will maximise the performance of 

audio equipment. Suitable for use with 

the following plugs :audio, RCA , XLR, 

S-VHS, Scart ,BNC and banana, as well 

as for speaker and spade terminals. 

Ref: JE17A PRICE: £11.50 

CD LENS 
CLEANER 
For optimum CD replay it's important to 

clean the laser lens as well as the 

compact disc surface. The CD 

Laserlens Cleaner does just that and 

it's safe as playing ordinary 

COs-though not quite as musical. .. 

Re!: 5920 PRICE: £9.99 

Mechanical connections in a hi-fi 

system should be gold plated, or so 

they say. The 24 Karat Gold 4mm 

Banana Plugs ensure vibration free 

service and maximum metal-to-metal 

• Audioquest Type 4 

Four OFHC conductors wound in a 

spiralled Hyperlitz configuration. 

Type 4-3m pair 

Ref: ZLT43PR3 

WAS: £57.00 SALE PRICE: £48.45 

Type 4-5m Pair 
Re!: ZLT43PR5 

WAS: £75.00 SALE PRICE: £63.75 

• AudioQuest Video X 

For connecting CD transports to DACs. 

Video X 1m 

Re!: ZIXP1 

WAS: £29.95 SALE PRICE: £25.45 

Video X 2m 
Ref: ZIXP2 

WAS: £36.95 SALE PRICE: £31.40 

Video X 5m 

Ref: ZIXP5 

WAS: £57.95 SALE PRICE: £49.25 



c 
Your second chance to buy the Finest 

Hi-Fi Magazine In The World. £4.00 each 

including p&p (overseas orders £6.95) 

OUT! 

June 1995- Issue 143 
Performance speakers 

£1,000- £2,000: 12 

tested, High Definition 

CD in practice, 

computerised test 

procedures. 

Order Rei: AE43B 

July 1995- Issue 144 
Lab test on CD 

Transports/DACS, 

top-end turntables, 

Pear Audio system, 

Sennheiser Interview. 

The recent Spectrum 

report discussed. 

Order Ref:AE44B 

Aug 1995 - Issue 145 
Prejpower amps for 

under £2000, cables 

unravelled, Trichord 

Investigation: Clock 2 

upgrade, Naim 

upgrades including 

the Super Cap. 
Order Ref: AE45B 

Sept 1995 - Issue 146 
Subwoofer secrets, 

over 15 loudspeaker 

supports, pro-audio 

debated upon. Sony's 

WM-06C Professional 

walkman and the 

LS3j5a. 
Order Ref: AE46B 

Oct 1995 - Issue 147 
The 1995 Ultimate 

HiFi Awards. The EISA 

winners and reviews 

of successful hi-fi 

products, plus budget 

CD players go through 

their paces. 

Order Rei: AE4 78 

lii'iii"'i�i'W'fr.l� Nov 1995- Issue 148 
An exclusive test on 

Pioneer's all-new 

£1, 300 domestic 

CD-R machine plus 

reviews on loudspeak­

ers and four integrated 

valve amps. 

Order Ref: AE48B 

Dec 1995 - Issue 149 
Seven stylish 

"lifestyle" systems 

and 12 budget amps 

reviewed. Plus: hi-fi 

on the Internet. 

Harman digital amp, 

ProAc speakers. 

Order Rei: AE49B 

Jan 1996 - Issue 150 
Collector's Edition­

the hottest products 

from 1995. Also: 

Trichord upgrade, CD 

players explained, 

and Pioneer's 96kHz 

DAT portable. 

Order Ref: AESOB 

Feb 1996 - Issue 151 
UK's hottest £250-

£500 CD players and 

equipment tables on 

test. Plus: Harman's 

Citation system, 

£8,000 Mark-Levinson 

CD player. 

Order Ref:AE51B 

March 1996 - Issue 152 
Speaker special, 14 

speaker megatest­

HFC look at the tall 

and the small. 'the 

ultimate audio 

recorder is revealed. 

Order Ref:AE52B 

April1996 - Issue 153 
How to turn your Hi-Fi 

into a Home Cinema -

dialogue speakers; 

widescreen TVs; AV 

processors. Amps -

how do they work?. 

CD-63. 

Order Ref:AE53B 

May 1996- Issue 154 
Amplifiers - Our pick 

of the UK's best buys. 

Exclusive report on 

the stunning 

Micromega Minium 

system. Plus the Hi-Fi 

Choice buyers guide. 

Order Ref:AE54B 

June 1996- Issue 155 
The British H i-Fi 

Awards revealed. 11 

CD players between 

£400-£1000 checked 

out. Speakers that 

rock. 4 of the latest 

Pre;Power amplifiers. 

Order Ref:AE55B 

s 

We have a few choice polo shirts 

available at the very attractive price of 

just £8.95. Bri.tish Racing green with a 

discreet �mbroidered logo, they're top 

quality, 100% cotton and in XL only. 

Re : J E39A/ 
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£8.95 011 SPEND OVER £40 AND IT'S F EE 

Hi·Fi Choice Order form 

VISA I 

r-----------------------­
lfyou don't want to cut up your magazine, or need more space, you may send details on a separate sheet. 

Please enter codes clearly to prevent any delay with processing your order. 

Order ref: Description Qty. Price 

Total number of items ordered 

For Europe add £3.50 

For Rest of the World add £6.00 

Total of Order£ 

D I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Dennls Direct for£ _____ _ 

or ... 

Please charge my D MasterCard D Visa D Amex D Delta D Switch £ _____ _ 

Card number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 Expiry Date 1_1_11_1_1 

Signed 

NB. If using Switch, please enter your card issue number 1_1 

Mr jMrsjMs Surname Initials 

Address 

Postcode 

Daytime telephone number 

D Please send me a VAT receipt 05-96-07 

0 This information may be added to our mailing list. Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive details or special offers. 

Send completed form to: Dennis Direct, PO BOX 25D5, Alcester, 850 4JU 

Overseas ordering: If ordering goods from outside the UK please add an additonal £3.50 

(Europe) or £6.00 (rest of the world) to the order total to cover additional postage. 



Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 

lVI LJ !::» I � lVI .A.. TT E Fl S �l 1/-IE AUDICJ SPECIALISTS 
Latest additions to our extensive range of products include Audio 

Research, Theta, Dy naudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best 
HiFi store also offers the latest from B&VV, Orelle, DPA, Musical 

Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF 

WE TAKE:-

:::IIC-- eJ 
INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT AVAILABLE 

DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 363 H a g ley Road, Edg b as ton 93-95 Hobs Moa t Road, Solihull 156-157 Lower High Street, 
OPENING TIMES: Birmingham 817 BDL 892 BJL (near the ice rink) Stourbridge OYB 

TUES-SAT 10.00-5.30 Tel: 0121 429 2811 Tel: 0121 742 0254 Tel: 01384 444184 
Thursda y 10.00-7.00 FAX: 0121 434 3298 FAX: 0121 742 3471 FAX: 01384 444968 

EX-DEMONSTRATION SALE - CALL EDGBASTON BRANCH FOR DETAILS 

HI Fl CHOICE 
lJOUr No. 1 9-uide to bu1Jin9 Hi Fi 

AVON 

V'AU 01 Q 36 Drui� Hill 
Stoke B1shop 

Tel: 0117 9686005 Bristol BS9 1 EJ 
ATC. AVI. A cou stic Ener gy, Alon, Audiome c a. AMC. 

C adence Valve, C hord AMPS. Ele ctronic Companiet. 
Harmon Kardon. Heybroo k, Jamo. Lyr a. Ortofon. 
Perception. Pink Triangle. Ruark, Michell. REL S ansui. SME 
(inc. 20A). Sonic Link. Stax. Sugden. '. 1 _. _a__. 
Sumiko. Townsend. Tr iangle. Wadia �� {_,� 

Demos by appointment only. Home trial facilities. 

-
Free installations. Servicing facilities. -� We are not a shop. -

BERKSHIRE 

B&B Hi-Fi 
Berkshire's Leading Specialist 

Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Base, B+W, 
Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor 

Audio, MordaunVShort, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, 
Rogers, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics, 

TDK, Thorens, Wessex, Whariedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 
11-12 Market Place, Reading* Tel: 01734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead* Tel: 01628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknell* Tel: 01344 424556 
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 01494 535910 
62 Northbrook Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474 
12a Park Square, luton* Tel: 01582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH 

252/254 High Street, Slough SL t 1BN 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN 

9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN 

11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF 

83 High Street. Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX 

20 Chequer Street. St. Albans, Herts AL 1 3YD 

11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1LS 

(01753) 538287 

(01753) 538288' 

(01494) 528605' 

(01296) 25119' 

(01628) 483555 

(01628) 778611 

(017271834046' 

(01344) 869898 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field 1/;:...;C'; 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �e�: : :::�;��' 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
HJ-Fl SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A.T.C. • AVI • QUAD • DENON • MISSION 

• ROTEL • MARANTZ • YAMAHA • 

MERIDIAN • DENSEN • LIN 1 

3DEMOROOMS 
=t:-�1 TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 � 

FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 ._ 

ESSEX 

ftthew � Osborne 
Akai • Alphason • Arcarn* • B& W • Bang & Olufsen • Base • Celestoon • 

Dual • Hannan Kardon • Kenwood • Quad* • Marantz• Mordaunt-Short • 

NAD • Nakamichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony •ll'hariedale • Yamaha • 

* Epping and Saffron Waft/en only 
148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (01992) 574242 

26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) 523728 
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTFORD • HERTS • TEL: (01279) 656401 

ESSEX 

GRAYSTON 
sound &vision 
Comfortable demo rooms 

Free deliuery/i11stallatio11 

Ho111e trials 

Mt�sical eveni11gs 

Excellent credit facilities 

available 

L/NN QUAD 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM B&W 
NAKAMJCHI 

PH/LIPS 
THORENS 

DE NON 
ROT EL 
RUARK 

KEF 
PIONEER 

33 Sir lsaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

l /'fhe Audio File 
Specialists In excellence 

FOR THE BEST IN BRITISH HI-FI 
& HOME CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT 

VISIT OR CALL TO ARRANGE A 
DEMONSTRATION WITH PRODUCTS FROM: 

•AUDIO LAB •MICROMEGA •KEF 
•ARCAM •SONY 
•MISSION 

~ 
•YAMAHA 

+LINN •REL 
•NAIM •QUAD 
•REGA •RUARK 
•CYRUS •DENON 
+ LOEWE •ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • PRO-AC 

27 Hocker/11 Street. Bishop's Stortford. Herts 
Tel: (01279) 506576- l'ax: (01279) 506658 

41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
Tel: (01225) 68505- l"ax: (01225) 545975 

HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 
Audio l.nnovations, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 

Ken wood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 
Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rote I, 

Sony, Tarunoy, Teclmics, Wadia 
and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 

GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 
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IRELAND 

We Never Compromise On Quality 
((\ classe � 

���.� •• \ .. 0 
; ,.. 

\ Jf' 
">,.: .o 

lt,IIIIN tf\'11� 
..... 

55 Main St Blackrock Dublin 
Tel (003531)2889449128884n 

Fax (00 3531)2834887 
Open Tue/Sat 11lan>-6pm. Thw/Fri 'till9pm 

KENT 

m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

.JVC ALU 
Tedmb 

@PIONEER" 
B&W jamo 

-.... a.-•x· 
PRO • LOGIC 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

Tlt:e Broadwray. 

Bexley·heath. Kent 

Tel: (018�) 298 7880. 

Fax: (01474) 535 937 

138 Pelharn Rd. 

Gn;�.vesend, Kent 

Tal: (0'1474) 32.6600 

(0�474) 569601 

LANCASHIRE 

� f1_1-FI t5�AUK 
MONITOR I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER SOUND I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 
I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 
I SPENDOR I THORENS I ARCAM I ROTEL 
I WHARFEDALE I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY 
I PHIUPS CD I CELESTION I ROGERS 
I MORDAUNT SHORT I MONITOR AUDIO I JPW 
I TDL I AND MANY MORE 
• BIG DISCOUNT • TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI • 
• FREE HOME INSTALLATION • EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS • PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM • 

CHORLEY (01257) 271935 
54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

'f!!f:/:t::r .�� 1a:l?,�O-� 
C-ook. 5�f � � 015"1 :l:lr 5"007 If you live in 

l£-IV�ID/1-:l 9� 6 F"� 015"1 :l�� HO� the following 
Lo\\ Rat.: & 
()', Fi nallL'I.? 

All Cards 
Accepted 

A-vdiolilb A-r-C--ilr'l1 Kef 6{-0 Ro�d 6{-W 
Nair'l1 Mar-antz. Mi��ion Mic.-r-or'l1c-.*l L-inn 
TC-ac.- Re-/¥ Rotc-1 Ca�tlc- Chor-d TPL­
Pc-non ffo� �)"\\� Son� NabMic.-hi c-tc.-

C4/IIIOW illti fo the �� 011 h/-f f� 

LONDON 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 t;: 0181 567 8703 
APOLLO,AUOIOIAB,AURA, BOSTON, 6&0, B&W, CABlE TAlK, CANON, CASTlE, 

CHORD, DENON, 0UA1.. EPOS, EVOLUTION, HARMON KAROON, KEF, MARANTZ, 

MICROMEGA, �SSION. MUSICAl. ADEUTY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ONIX, ONKYO, CIUAD, RE� 

ROGERS, ROTa ROYD, SOUND STYlE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, TliORENS, V� DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 
Repairs & Service, Closed Wednesday 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO(VlSUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONOON 
F ROM BATIERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171�924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll 
NOW IN OUR SECOND FRUITFUL YEAR 

NORFOLK �/.. - ]L. 
T�f�}��t 

• ' · Norfolk 
..._ ... k ' · t"'!. ·_ � Tel: (01508) 570829 

Basically Sound of Norfolk ="'·•,.·1 
STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI 

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, 
Cable Talk, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn, 

Nakamichi, Rote I, Royd, TDL, and others. 

NOTTINGHAM 

S/1 �������i��e�!r� 
A fresh approach to the World of Specialist Hi-Fi 

3 Demo Rooms inc. Home Cinema 
Pink A. Audio Research, Micromega, SME, Meridian, Audion, CR 
Developments, Alchemist, Rotei/Michi, NVA, Ruark, Martin 
Logan, Monitor Audio, SO Michell, Lumley, Creek, Sonus Faber, 
Oenon, Celestion, d.p.a. Jamo, Ortofon, Rose+ much more. 

areas:-) 
Liverpool, WirraL 
Cheshire, Lancashire 
or North Wales. 

MANCHESTER 

OXFORDSHIRE 

mission 
nad 

naim audio 
nakamichi 

quad 
yamaha 

Friendly service and advice in relaxed surroundings. 
First-Time Buyer to High End Enthusiasts 

EASY ACCESS FREE PARKING 

e � 

� 0 i � � �d � hi-fi for grown-ups ] :2 

�����4il�lJ�j��� ����l!�liit��� 16-18A Eldon Street, Tuxfonl, Nr. Newalll, Notts NG22 OLH 
Telephone (01777) 870372 Facsimile (01777) 870437 Ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0802 176319 

HI Fl CHOICE 
lJOUr No. 1 9uide to hu1Jin9 Hi Fi 
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WEST MIDLANDS 

• 3 Hi-Fi Studios 
•Home Trials 

•Home Cinema Theatre 
• Audio Vlsual Equipment 

� •lnhouse Service Department 
---� • M:ail order av:ailable 

Audio EQuipment from leading and specialist 
brands fOr you to listen to and choose from. 

•Interest Free Credit (On Selected Items. 
APROo/o-written deuils on request) 

Hi-Fi for those with 
an eye for Quality Tel: 01922 493499/473499 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNll lUA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The friendly shop with the best sound 

systems in the South. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: A ream, Exposure, JPW, Naim 
Audio, Marantz, Ore/le, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio 

Technica, Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw 
Electronics and many more. 

SURREY 

Front End Problems? 
contact: 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the 
best- listen to my Koetsu- and- Decca- eater. 

Also agcnlS for Croft, Sugden, Thorcns, Pcntachord Speakers 
& Nottingham Analogue - plus cartridge re-tippi11g se111ice 

(0181) 688 6565 

REVOX SERVICING 

REV OX SERVICE 
Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair 

Insured Carriage arranged 

Free Estimation 

Also: Tape Supplies 

Second User Reconditioned 

Machines 

Spare pans orders welcome 

Free Advice 

RamTek 
Tel: (0181) 207 6159 

Fax: (0181) 953 1118 

Kinetic Centre, T heobald Street, 

Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE 

To find out more about advertising in 

the finest HiFi magazine in the world, 

call Gina Cady on (0171) 917 3935 

REVOX & STUDER 

EAST MIDLANDS AUDIO 
PROFESSIONAL DEALERS FOR 

STUDER- REVOX 
SALES • SERVICE SPARES 
REVOX G36 M Kill 2 TRACK ........................... £700.00 
REVOX 877 MKII HS 2 TRACK ........................ £800.00 
REVOX C221 PRO CD EX DEM ...................... £850.00 
REVOX E260 RDS TUNER, NEW ..... £2300.00 
REVOX E215 CASSEITE, NEW ...................... £2500.00 
STUDER 867 THREE SPEED .......................... £1200.00 
STUDER C37 VALVE ............................ ........ £2200.00 
STUDER A80 VU. HIGH SPEED .............. £1500.00 
REVOX C274 4 CH ....................................... £1600.00 
REVOX PR99 MK ONE . ........... . ...................... £600.00 
REVOX PR99 MK TWO, HIGH SPEED .......... £1200.00 
REVOX G36 MKIII, HIGH SPEED .................. £1000.00 
REVOX B79S TURNTABLE ............... £400.00 
STUDER 877 2 & 4 TRACK.. . .............. £2550.00 
STUDER PR99 2 TRACK, HIGH SPEED .... £3500.00 
STUDER D730 PRO CD PLAYER . ................. £3200.00 
STUDER D731 PRO CD PLAYER .. £2930.00 
STUDER A812 4 SPEED, VU ....................... .. £5000.00 
STUD ER A71 0 CASSEITE DECK ...................... £750.00 
REVOX B710MKII CASSEITE .......................... £650.00 

PART EXCHANGE AND EXPORT WELCOME 
TEL 01246 275479 FAX 01246 550421 

SALES & SERVICES 

THE t!ANDOR 'TRIDENT' 

THEBANDOR 
"TRIDENT" 

The Bandor .. Trident" 
Loudspeaker, is a triple 
cabinet, ultra compact, 
full range system, that 

is styled to be both 
discrfre vet auractive, 

in aimost any 
environme111. 

Breathtaking clarity and 
openness from the 

tin yes/ real hi-ji system 
around, - truly 

excep1ional. 
DESIGN (J. Powe/1 · 1995) 
Retail price £707.35p 

••at included 

LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS 

8] [C)) 11\\ fr::\ n 1[5''(5' ID:) D£SIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUOIO ��U�I...!::::.) � i...JLl 11PENFOLDCOTTAGES 

MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS ����J'N 
DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE Of MINIATURE BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS Tel/ Fax: {01494)714058 

"PICTURES" by BANDOR 
Pictures are slim, anraclive, wall-mounted 
loudspeakers. only 2 inches thick, offering 
superb sound quality. 

Pictures contain an advanced driver, with spun 
aluminium cone, in a cabinet with a ceramic 
front. allowing their use in steamy environments 
such as kitchens and bathrooms, whilst being 
equally suitable in surround systems. 
DESIGN (J. Powell - 1994) 
Very high quality --- very small. Banish 
mediocre extension speakers forever! 

Retail one pair £329 vat included. 

For more information on these and other Bandor 
systems please send a SOp stamp for brochure. 



Dealer Guide 

SALES & SERVICES 

EX-DEM PRE-OWNED 

seco nd hand & 

ex demonstration 

i n a c c e s s i b l e  

accessories 

Alchemist Kroken pre-ompllfler. 

Stainless steel I gold casework. 
S/H mint condition .... .. . £.225 

Audio Innovations serie s 300 

Integra ted valve amplifier with 
phone stage. RRP £A99. ex dem 
................ ................ .......... £325 

Meridian 203 DAC S/H .... £200 

Mlcromega duo 2 b/s DAC S/H 
mint col'lditlon .. ... ....... ..... .... i.300 
Heybrook Heystok loudsp eakers 

Mint. S/H £250 

Quad 33 1 303 1 FM3 mint condl· 

tlon. boxes & manuals S/H ... £250 

Quad ESL �sr loudp eakers 
bronze good condition S/H . £325 

EAR 85Q 12 wpc 
se triode inte ­
gra t e d  valve 

anplifler. mint S/H 
£925 

linn Axis 

turntable I Baslk 

+ arm good con­

dition S/H 
£185 

available by past please phone. fox or write for brochure 
cartridges : arcam. audio technica. denon. 

dynovector. goldring. lyra. ortofon. sumiko 

cables : audioquest. cable talk. chord 

company, flatline. goertz. heybrook, ixos. 

kimber. kontak. lfd. monster. ortofon, qed, 
sonic link. trichord. van den hul, xlo 

stands : olphason. opolto. atocama. hey� 

brook. sound organisation. something solid, 

soundstyle. stands unique. target 

headphones : beyer. earmox. grodo, 
jecklin, sennheiser. stax 

Musical Fidelity 

F22 pre - arnp ex 
demonstration 

£875 hi-fi for grown-ups 

accessories :audio technica. audioquest. 

bib, densen demagic. discwasher, goldring, 
hunt. ixos. kontak. last. michell. milty, moth, 

pixall. qed. rms. shure, townshend. trichord 

sign als 

tel I tax 
m arlle sh a m  h e ath Ipswic h p 5 7 u a 

01473 62 2 866 mobile 08 02 1 7 6 3 1 9 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The M3- TL, S3TL, S4TL and S5TL are superb Hi -Fi Transmission Lines using 
excellent SEAS, IPL, Audax and MOREL drive units to achieve sound quality and bass 
extension which is equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £700- £2000. 
The kits include sturdy cast chassis bass units, quality textile dome tweeters, quality 
crossover components for hardwiring, grille material, acoustic foam, T-nuts and bolts, 
Dual terminals for BIWIRING, spikes and assembly plans and instructions. 

M3TL - 5.0" bass unit, cab size 810 x 186 x 210mm £166.00 + £5.75 p&p 
S3TL - 6.5" bass unit, cab size 903 x 230 x 350mm £179.50 + £5.75 p&p 
S4TL 8.0" bass unit, cab size 960 x 275 x 400mm £211.00 + £6.75 p&p 
S5TL - 10" bass 6" mid., cab size 1080 x 320 x 400 £373.00 + £7.50 p&p 

Plain or preveneered MDF Cab kits also available. Please phone for details, or 
Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 

2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 
ALTERNATIVELY send 36p S.A.E for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising: 
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING & BUILDING speakers, and full technical specs, including 

response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories. 

Sound Connections 
"THIS IS T H E BES T S UB £:1000 S P EAKER 

CABLE WE HAVE TESTED" . •. •. HI-FI CHOI C E. 

"A FRESH, TRANSPARENT SOU 

I NTERCONN E CT PACKED FULL OF 

(DNM RESON) ..... HI-FI 

Mail Order Suppliers of Quality Hi-fi Accessories 
Tel/Fax 0151 348 1988 

AUDIO C ASL ES: 

DNM Reson. Chord Company. Soniclink. XLO 
Van Den Hul. Audioquest. Kimhcr. Nordost. QED 

CART RI DGES & TONEARMS: 

Lyra. Sumiko. Ortofon. Goldring. SME 
DNM Reson (trade in your old cartridge and save up to 30%) 

HEADPHONES: 

Stax. Scnnhciser. Beyer. Jecklin. Grado 

EQUI PM E NT AND ISOLATION SUPPORT: 

Black Diamond Racing. Target. Soundstyle. Townshcnd 

AND M ANY MOR E I NC: 

Audio Alchemy. Cardas. Shun Mook. Kontak. WBT. 
Mobile Fidelity. QED. Bedini. lxos. Michcll. 

WE OFFER A HOME TRIAL SERVICE 

ON A SELECTED RANGE OF 

CABLES AND ACCESSORIES 

Please telephone or fax for our full product and price list 

Mon-Fri 9.30am to 8.00pm (Sat to I.OOpm) 
52 Green Lane, Great Sutton, South Wirral, Cheshire, L66 4LE. 

e-mail: sounconncc@aol.com 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
WE HAVE THREE COMFORTABLE DEMONSTRATION 

LOUNGES WHERE YOU CAN AUDITION 
APOGEE • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIONOTE • BASIS • CAT 

ClEARAUDIO • COPLAND • CREEK • EMF • GRAHAM • HEYBROOK 

KUPSCH • KREll • lUMlEY MONITOR • lUMlEY REFERENCE 
MAGNEPLANAR • MAGNUM/DYNALAB • MARTIN lOGAN • ROTEl 

SME • SONUS FABER • TEAC • THETA • VOYD 

HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED 
EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
tUKAMICHI SX.1 00 Cal�tteDeck ... . .. £195 AOC P!w!E'1Phon:lcartrdge(r.ew) . .. ... £49 
AUDIO NOTE DAC 3 ... £995 FlotUTY Re!E'arch fR-1 01 SE cJrtMge.. .HO 
STUDER AW7 Pro. tape re<order MINT , £3,7)() NAD 92 00 cartrdge . 115 
AUDIO RESEARCH Dl 00(02�8)off�rtd for . 12,�95 GRACE f-9 cirtrdqe 

...... . 
: : . .£9s 

PI1RR E LUR.�E AudKlme<a Kr�atun CO player . 179� GIIADO G-1 cartri1ge .. � � � 
SOLSllCE A)[) �akm 'Nith stands £6SO CM18WGI P 50 11teqra;ed amp .. ......... 150 
TRIOKR801 0 Re<er.-er(e�cond.) 195 TRANSfAREI•ITRef.lltertOflfle(IIS'st� ... £1,59S 
TRIOKx.lO�ca11E't.tede<k(3 head). . .. £95 TRANSPARENT Ref. interconne<t lmtr.pair .£1,29> 
ALOIO RESEAROil.itzlnkinterconnect(from) .£1 00 TRANSPAAL\'TIJtra bi-v.iresp. cablell'set .£1,195 
AUDIO RE�CH 04 00 MU P/amp (e� demo) £4,9)() TRANSP.AAENT Phono cable 2.5 mtn ........ £195 
DNM Pnmus Pre--Amp'Nith PSU ...... . .  ! lSO ACCUPHASE E1 0llntegrated Amp.. . .. .. 1695 
P!ONElR4Chao.re<everQX949 A . .... £395 GlNESIS model111 speakers. mint. . .  £1,495 
MARANTZ �adiill4 re<eiver .£295 JADIS Defy 7 stereo amp. mrnt ...... .£1,695 
Tt-K>RENHD126 Mkl turntablf! .... ..... £195 UN�Akt idCNer·DIIV,K pSIJ ... . .WO 
MdNTOSH C28 Pre amp (m1nt) . . . . . . .£995 UNN lsobariks with suods. (Actrle) . . .. £79} 
CLEARAUDIOtumtable/arm/cartOOge(dl'!llO) .£2,79} STIREOKT88wattvaivl'amp. . . .. ..... £7SO 
SR-\UN AI int�mpfTl tuner . .£495 DYNAVECTOR DV 6 X.  MC tran�ooner . • . . . £195 
AUOIONOIT Ml tube �Nmp (£14,650) ES,995 AUDIO RESEAR(H (la \Sic 3 0  arr��� . . . . .£1,695 
APQGUCenwmuloopeakers .. USO AUDIORiSEAR(HOACI. . .. !1,Z9S 
REGA RS lSO{Wverwired)tooearm £95 ORAClE AieKardria tumtable .!750 
REVOX.A7 00 To!pfRecorder(!E'mipro.) . £650 VOYDPomtS'Nith SuperCyaltne arm .... .£2,995 
MAF hea...,- tl.rrlta�t stand .£250 MICR0\1EGA DlXl BS 2 DAC . . . . . . . . .£395 
B&O CDSOSeo:JramCD!)Iayer .£1)() l.tMOSHI.k40J:Tfii/C11��(0'9f"l!� .11,49) 
ACIJfHASf. DP&Oi81Ltranspxt.m:l DAC ... i3,99l QUAD H/lO�IFM�(excellent cord.) . ... . 127'1 

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNOER A 
MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. 

QUAD MAIN DEALERS. VISA-SWITCH·MAST£R CARD-DINERS CLUB WUCOME 
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK. 
202 Findon Road, �' Sussex BN140EJ TEL: (01903) 872283 

after hours number (0860) 660001 FAX: (01903) 872234 

HI-FI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers - a legend in sound 

for over 50 years, KLIPSCH hi-efficiency 

speakers are used in many studios, 

top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 

(0121) 430 7817 

IAN HARRISON HIFI 
TEL 01283 702875 
9,un 9pm 

CARTRIDGES ···TRADE IN YOUR OlD TRANSFORMERS. ORTOFON 

LONDON (DECCA) MOVING COIL CARTRIDGE SOWTEA. OENON 

(ANY AGE MAKE OR 
ORTOFON 

CONDITION) AND SAVE UP 
AUDIO TECHNICA TO 40% OFF THE NOftMAL 
DENON SELLING PRICE 
TRANSFIGURATION DAT TURNTABLE 
SHURE 
GOLDRlNG SONY, PIONEER, TEAC STRATOSPHERE 

VAN DEN HUL PANASONIC, TASCAM 

GRADO MICROPHONES TONEARMS 
ROKSAN 

SENNHEtSER. AUDIO MOTH, GRAHAM 
AUOIOOUEST TECHNICA. NEUMANN, AKG ROt< SAN 

CD PLAYERS CASSETIE DECKS TUNERS 

TEAC, SONY TEAC. SONY, QUAD, MARANTZ. 
MARANTZ MARANTZ. OENON SONY. DENON 
QUAD 

AMPLIFIERS HI-FI FURNITURE CABLES 
QUAD, SOUND ORGANISATION, AUDIOQUEST, COGAN 
MAAANTZ. SONY, APOllO, SOUND HALL. SONIC LINK, 
TECHNICS, TEAC. SONIC 

FACTORY TRIPOD, SILVER SOUNDS, QED, 
LINK, CONVERGENT AUDIO 

TECHNOLOGY, LUMLEY SOUNDSTYlE, PROJECT GOLDRING, 
REFERENCE ALPHASON VAN DEN HUL 

BLANK TAPES HEADPHONES ACCESSORIES 

TOK, MAXELL, SONY SENNHEISER, BEYER, QED. DISCWASHER, 

BASF, FUJI, AMPEX, AKG, GRADO GOLDRING, MAXVIEW, 

SCOTCH, JVC, LABGEAR, ANTIFERENCE 

KONICA 353 TEST CASSETIES & CD'S 
PHONE OR WRITE FOR DETAILS 

MAIL ORDER ONLY 
PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE AND AVAILABILITY 

PRIOR TO ORDERING ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW WITH 
FULL UK GUARANTEES 

GOODS ARE NOT SUPPLIED ON APPROVAL 
MAIL ORDER FROM \AN HARRISON HI Fl, 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, 

DERBY, DE65 6GQ 

TEL. 01 283 702875 9am·9pm Inc. Sunday 



152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr. Walsall, West Midlands, WS3 3JT. 

01922 473499/493499 



Reader classified 

Advertise in Hi·Fi Choice for £5* 

AR EB1D1 t/table, no arm, 
exc. cond, £50 ono. Linn K9 
cart, boxed, exc cond, £30. 
Bradford (01274) 789631 

ARCAM Alpha 5 CD, £280. 
lmmac. cond, demo, boxed. 
London (0171) 701 4609 

ARCAM Alpha Plus CD player, 
boxed, perfect condition, 
£230. London (0181) 852 7302 

ARCAM Alpha Plus CD, superb 
sounding player, mint cond, 
boxed, £225. Nottingham 

(0115) 952 1989 

ARCAM Delta 110/120 
pre/pwr amps w/remote, 
£500 ono. Mission 734 spkrs, 
£350 ono. Pioneer CTM6R 
multiplay cass, £250. All mint 
cond. Northants (01933) 
383219 

ATC 10 spkrs, yew, welded 
stands, black, 2 yrs, as new, 
orig packing, £800. Kent 

(01474) 812998 

ATC SCM5DA active spkrs, 
rosewood, five months, bar­
gain at £4500. AVI S2DDDMC 
CD player, £850. London 

(0181) 870 3630 

AUDIO INNOVATIONS S50D, 
£500. LP12/Zeta/AT160ML, 
£325. ANB 2x6m £120, 2x4m 
£80. Audioquest Lapis i/c, 
£250. Deltec Black Slink i/c, 
£100. London (0181) 747 1968 

AUDIOLAB 8DDDP/C, £450. 
Target HJ15 stands, £65. 
Mission DAD-7DDDR, £75. 
Sharkwire, spkr & phono. W 
Midlands (0121) 350 9230 

B&W DM62D spkrs, £175. 
Sennheiser HD58D Precision 
phones, £160. Sennheiser 
HD25D closed-back phones 
£80. Brighton (01273) 305176 

CROFT Series Ill OTL pwr amp 
(£1100) & Super Micro A4PP 
preamp (£675), 4 yrs old, 
offers around £850. Herts 

(01727) 860810 

CYRUS Ill amp, £300. 
Kenwood KA3D2DSE, £40. 
Mission 76DISE, £40. Kent 

(01474) 357088 

DELTEC: Tl/PDM2, £1, 795; 
DSP5DS/DPA5DS pre/pwr, 
£1,355; DPA5DS pwr amp, 
£705; cables. Yorkshire 

(01977) 790310 

DENON 3530 Pro-Logic amp. 
10 inputs, 14 surround 
modes, 3x11Dw front, 2x35 
rear. Mint, boxed, £700. 
Telford (01952) 660207 

HI-FI CHOICE 

T 
o advertise on this page, write your advert in block capitals and 
send it to: Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 19 Bolsover St, 
London W1 P 7HJ. Include a cheque for £5* made payable to 

Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will appear for one issue only and 
must be no more than 20 words (or five lines) long, including all 
spaces and your phone number. Reader Classifieds are for the use of 
private individuals only. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed 
on a first-come, first-served basis, subject to available space, and 
Dennis Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the infor­
mation contained therein, nor any consequence arising from it, nor for 
any typographical errors. We reserve the right to amend or refuse 
adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot guarantee that an advert 
will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE to subscribers; ple@se include your subscriber number. 

DENSEN Beat B-100 amp, 8 LINN Sara, black, spiked Xerxes XP52, £390. Surrey 
mths (£600) £375. Sony stands, boxed, can demo, £200 (0181) 337 2544 
TA442E amp, 11 mths (£279) ovno. W Sussex (01342) 324306 MUSICAL FIDELITY Synthesis 
£75. Both boxed & immac. LOWTHER spkrs (P6M units) + amp, £85. Yamaha AVX-100 
Shropshire (01948) 667521 Garrard 301 record deck & NAD Dolby Surround amp, 3125; MX-
DNM Power 1 (rare), £499. 140 amp/tuner in teak cabinet 35 2/4 chan amp, £75. Southall 
Mod Squad Delux drive/pre, Offers. Middx (0181) 907 2232 (0181) 575 5060 
£199. Audio Synthesis PAS2, eves/weekends NAD 4225 tuner, £35. Technics 
£199. DPA Black Slink D.75m, MARANTZ CD63SE, 15 months SL-BD21 Liable c/w Ortofon 
£99. Bath (01225) 484909 old, as new, £225. Birmingham OCP2D, £60. Sleaford (01529) 
GARRARD 301 w/SME 3009 (0121) 707 4743 460016 
Series 2 arm, Shure pickup MERIDIAN 101 preamp/103 pwr NAIM COS CD player, under 11 
plus extra shell, manuals for amp combo w/matching 104 months old, immac, £2,650. 
both, vgc, £195. Worchester tuner (boxed), £275. Plymouth Brisol (01179) 850141 after 7pm 

(01905) 775206 (01752) 330270 eves NAIM NAP 90, 10 months old; 
HARMAN KARDON: AVR3D, MERIDIAN 200 transport, 230 NAC 92, 3 months old, £600. 
£800; AP25DD/PA24DD DAC7, exc cond, (£1,450) £595. Tim, pager 0941 119 432 
pre/pwr amps, £1,200. As Van den Hul First Vcs, £75. (please leave contact tel no) 
new. Hants (01425) 610361 Eastbourne (01323) 732828 NAIM PrefiX/Fiatcap pwr supply, 
KEF 104/2 Ref spkrs, teak, MICHAELSON AUDIO Odysseus £495. Sennheiser HD535 head-
floorstanding, vgc (£1,500) valve amp, stunningly good, 45 phones (unused), £70. 
£595. Surrey (0181) 942 6553 wpc class A, £599 (£1,200). Caernarvon (01286) 871959 
KEF Q60 spkrs, boxed, £270 London (0181) 372 2584 NAIM SBL spkrs (latest drivers), 
ono. DPA 200S pre/pwr combo, MICHELL Gyrodec, SME309 arm, £1,495; Hi-Cap, £495; 72 pre-
1 yr old, £680. Nairn CDI, 1 yr Sumiko BPS cart, QC power amp, £495; 140 pwr, £520. All 
old, rct service, £1,400. Jules, supply, vdH Vc, £1,000. Herts over 8 months old, mint, boxed. 
Swansea (01792) 280061 (01992) 467840 days only. Nairn CD3, 2 months old, £795. 
LINN Centrik centre spkr, wal- MICROMEGA T-Drive, £750, Caernarvon (01286) 871959 
nut (black front), purchased Epos 11 & stand, £220. All PINK TRIANGLE Ventrical spkr, 
Dec'95. Boxed, £185 ono. Greg, boxed and vgc. Nottingham floorstanders, black ash, as 
Essex, (01245) 344275 (0115) 924 3753 new, boxed, £450. Dundee 
LINN Ekos £550; Lingo £270. MISSION 752 floorstanding (01647) 672689 

Nairn MC boards £28, Fons spkrs, black, hardly used (6 PIONEER separates: Liable, 
t.table SMEll, £80 ono. months old), £350. S Wales twin cass deck, graphic equal-
Cornwall (01209) 219483 (01443) 492736 izer, 25Dw amp, big speakers, 

LINN Karik Ill, £1,050. Mana 4 MORDAUNT-SHORT MS5.40 £1,700. Milton Keynes (01908) 

TT, SS, RT, spkr stands, £750 floorstanding spkrs w/plinth, 612295 

ono. Tim, pager 0941 119 432 mint, boxed, (£370) £220 ono. QUAD 306 pwr amp exc cond, 
(please leave contact tel no) Milton Keynes (01908) 563737 £160 ono; 22 valve preamp, exc 

LINN LP12, black, lttok, K9, MUSICAL FIDELITY A1, pure cond w/valve tuner, £80 the 

£300 ono. Ion Systems Class A amp, vgc, £130. Yamaha pair. Bradford (01274) 789631 

Obelisk 3, improved moving MX35 pwr amp, mint, boxed, 2 QUAD 306 pwr amp and 34 pre-
magnet stage, £120. Bucks or 4 channel, £100. Kent amp, £325. Manchester (0161) 

(01908) 607518 (01843) 847757 748 3925 

LINN Mimik CD player, upgrad- MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 preamp REGA Planar 3 Ltable/RB 300 
ed Russ Andrews (w/ Kimber (phono), £650; Fl5 pwr amp, tonearm/Super -Bias cart, mint 
powercord), boxed, £450. £1,390. Both as new. Meridian cond, 3 months old, boxed, £250. 
Brighton (01273) 305176 206 CD player, £450. Roksan Twickenham (0181) 892 9384 

REL Strata sub, £350. 
Nakamichi DR3 cass, £300. 
Jeckin Float Electrostatic head­
phones, £250. Kent (01795) 
591424 

REVOX A77mk4 reel-to-reel, 
1D.5inch NAB adapters, 2-track 
high speed, exc cond, £350 ono. 
Herts (01279) 724804 

ROKSAN Xerxes Tabriz Z1 AT­
OC9, £700. Pr Lowther Bicor 
200 PM7, £400. Essex (01268) 
758378 

ROTEL RA930BX amp, £120; 
Pioneer PD2D3 CD, £100 - or 
£200 the pair: Boxed and in A1 
cond. Kettering (01536) 524428 

ROTEL RQ97DBX phono amp, 
£90. Mission DAC 5, 380. W 
Midlands (01902) 331237 

ROYD Doublet spkrs, 8 months 
.pld, special base, (£510) £350. 
Nigel, Bucks (01252) 253D3!l 
days 

SME Series V tonearm, 
Audionote Silver internal wired, 
£850. Audio Innovation First 
Audio pwr amp, £700. Jon, Herts 

(01432) 266240 

SONY OAT recorder DTC 750 
(full width) dig in/out etc, £299. 
Arcam BB5D DAC, sync loc, 
£299. Lancaster (01524) 
383499 

SPENDOR S20 spkrs, new, 
£345. Celestion SL6si spkrs, 11 
mths,£170. Sony SSA1L spkrs, 
11 mths, £170. All boxed & perf. 
Shropshire (01948) 667521 

TECHNICS SUA 900 Mk 11 amp, 
mint cond, 1 yr old, but not 
boxed, £250. Liverpool (0151) 
421 1428 eves 

THORENS TD125 tJtable, 12" 
SME (model 3009), superb 
wooden plinth + cover, £350 
ono. London (0171) 813 2004 

VIDIKRON TGS3DD CPT video 
projector w/TV tuner and audio, 
little used, as new, bargain for 
£2,200. Cambs (01945) 463077 

VOYD ttable, mint w/arm & 
cart Will split, (£1,850) £850. 
Devon (01598) 760247 

YAMAHA KX380 cass deck, 6 
wks old, gtnd, wish to upgrade, 
£145 ono. Cambs (01440) 
706623 

WANTED 

B&O cartridge, any condition. 
Cornwall (01209) 219483 

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO black A7D 
pwr amp. Must be good/exc 
cond. Beds(D1767)318529D 
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The only London Dealer to offer the 
Lowest Prices on lots of great equipmen 

Audio Innovations 
Aura 
Boston 
B&W 
Celesrion 
Den on 
Exposure 
Harman Km·don 
JBL 
KEF 
Ken wood 
Maranrz 
Meridian 
Monitor Audio 
Nakamichi 
Ore lie 
Pioneer 
REL 
Revolver 
Rogers 
Rorel 
Sony 
Tannoy 
Technics ' 
TDL 
Thorens 
Yamaha 
XTC 

Accesorics 
& Furniture: 
Atacama 
Cable talk 
Flat line 
Quad rasp ire 
SoundStyle 
Stand Design 
Target 
van den Hul 

• Large selection of Hi-Fi, Video & TV on display 

• Comfortable listening room 

• Knowledgeable friendly staff 

• Home Cinema on permanent demonstration 

• Credit facilities 

• Most items supplied from stock 

• Open until 7p.m. Monday to Saturday 

• Authorised dealer for every product we sell 

l:p=c=J::] 1: J-1 ·- �-- 0 0 Q. :1 
CD-100SE 

'BEST BUY' Hi-Fi Choice 

Multi-bit CD player £549.00 

SA-100 
'BEST BUY' Hi-Fi Choice 

. 
SOW RMS/Ch. £449.00 

mtegrated ampl1f1er 

I �·o o o oDD Ol = 

I c:::::::J c:::::J 5l25! I ::::: = 

l(o5l � 

Denon PMA250111 
+ 

Denon DCD315 
+ 

KEF Coda 7 
+ 

van den Hul The Storm 
interconnect cable 

+ 
speaker stands 

+ 
speaker cables 

All components in 
this system are 
well reviewed 

Only £399.99 
Save £116 
Usual Price £516 

Other systems also available 
at incredible prices! 

' I ( ' I � / 1 / I I IIJI 
\/ \ ) I ( ' I I I I I 

Gilt&} 
Skytrack 

bi-wire 
speaker cable 

van den Hul 
The Magnum 

50% off* 
Have we gone mad? 

This magnificent linear structured 
carbon hybrid speaker cable 

combines excellent bass with 
crista I clear treble. Get the best 

of both worlds at an amazing price. 

RRP £37.99 
Offer price£18.99 

Hurry! Limited Stock 

£50* voucher 
with any 

Orelle product 
7 days money 

back guarantee! 

Free stands worth £40 with 
these superb speakers � DM601 £199 95 � ***** WHAT HI-FI? 

DM602 £299 95 � 
***** WHATHI-FI? � 

Pro-Logic 
Processors 

& amps by 
Denon and 

Yamaha 
Laser Disc 

Players 
Sony 

televisions 
including 

Wide Screen 
Videos by 
Panasonic 

& 

upto 50o/o 
on selected 
products 

call for details 

Mail Order 
We accept 

cheque and 
all major 

credit card. 
Simply pick up 
your phone 
and order 

Free Delivery* 
above £250 
'Excludes offers 
UK mainland only 

Full van den Hul 
range available 

Carbon Hybrid 
Magnificently transparent 

Hi-Fi News & RR 
They're tab 

Carbon Hybrid 
speaker cable 

at an increadble 
price of £5.49/m 

***** What Hi·Fi? 
***** Hi-Fi Choice 

unique & wonderful 

Free delivery* for 
orders over £50 

Demonstration-no problem £11.99/m Hi-Fi Choice £159.99 (0.6m) *Uf-\ mainland, VDH products only 

Sound Sense Sales Hotline Tel: 0171 402 2100 
350 Edgware Road, London W2 1EA, Nearest Tube: Edgware Road. Fax: 0171 724 7750 

Open: Monday to Saturday 1 Oa.m. to 7p.m. 



�� M.,�;ao 506 CD player @ 11 0 18 bit delta-sigma 11 111111111. Conversation System 

RRP £950 

0 �� M.,o;ao 

11 500 CD Transport 
High Precision Transport !I 111111111. featuring SPDIF, AES/EBU 

& optical outputs 

RRP£1195 

" ...... this one offers a combination of upmarket 
sound and looks which many will find hard to resist 
-a stunning start for a new name. 

***** WHAT HI·FI? April '96 
[:�·· • I : I �:] 

" ..... a smooth but detailed sound with plenty 
of variety in tonal colour and shading." 

Hi-Fi World April '96 

CDT-1/DAC-1 
£1250/£1000 

SL-PG480A 
MASH DAC, Remote Control 

***** WHAT HI·FI? 

CJDO 
=cc 

-
Cl 0 0000 oCD 

= 

DCD-825 

'RECOMMENDED' Hi-Fi Choice 
'AWARD WINNER '96' Hi-Fi Choice 

'HIGHLY RECOMMENDED' Hi-Fi News & RR 

£239.95 

[: 0• � 
c:::::J 
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@@@ 
0 
....__. 

CDT-1 
CD Transport 

DAC-1 
18 bit DAC 

D 

·� 

c:::::J 

I I 
oo ---- -

DDDD DD 

....__. 

RS-BX501 
Dolby B/C & Pro HX, 2-Head, Full Logic 

'HIGHLY RECOMMENDED' 
WHAT HI·FI? Awards 1995 

***** WHAT HI·FI? 
£199.95 

:J 

I Da c::===::========:::J . oO OO ODD Ol = = 

PMA-250111 

'RECOMMENDED' Hi-Fi Choice 
'RECOMMENDED upto £160' 

WHAT HI·FI? Awards 1994 

£159.95 

DSP5000 
Digital Loudspeaker 

3-Way Active System 
with 3x 75W per channel 

32 MHz Digital Sound Processing 
Remote Control Operation 

A truly unique product 
RRP £3350 (Rosewood) 

Other XTC products 

PRE-1 
Single Ended Class A 

Remote Control preamplifier 
RRP £1000 

POW-1 
Quad channel 175W RMS 

multi-function power amplifier 
RRP £2000 

Full Technics 
range available 

TUNERS from £149.95 
TAPE DECKS from £199.95 
CD PLAYERS from £11 �.95 

RS-BX601 
3-Head Tape Deck 

Usual Price £249.95 
Now £199.95 

Full Denon 
range available 

TUNERS from £119.95 
TAPE DECKS from £159.95 
CD PLAYERS from £149.95 

Demonstration-no problem 
·ocD-825, PMA-250111, PMA-35011 & PMA-450SE 

Soun Sense Sales Hotline Tel: 0171 402 2100 
350 Edgware Road, London W2 1 EA, Nearest Tube: Edgware Road. Fax: 0171 724 7750 

Open: Monday to Saturday 1 Oa.m. to 7p.m. 



How much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service 

is 39p per minute off-peak and 

49p per minute at all other times. 

The pages you will receive have 

been designed to keep user costs 

to a minimum. We regret that 

Factsback is not available to over­

seas readers. The Factsback 

system was put together by 

Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi Choice review or needed some 

sound independent advice to make up that 'Best Buy' system? 

Factsback is a new service designed to help you through the ever­

increasing list of available products. Now, ail our reprints over the last 
12 months are instantly available to you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 

hours a day. You get the review you need, just when you need it. 

Now available on 
f) Every Hi-Fi Choice test review from April 1994 to the present. 

Complete with prices, Best Buys and Recommendations. 

$ Every feature, Help page, Write On page, Editor's Chair, Sessions, 

Statements and column printed since April 1994. 

C) Quick or in-depth system index. Includes the length of each article. 

o�� 0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax machine. 

The handset must be switched to 'tone'. 

f) Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specific documents by a known document number from the 
keypad of your fax machine. 

C) Factsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax machine 
complete with coversheet. 

TRY IT NOW! CALL 



M U S / C A L  

CD PLAYERS 

CD TRANSPORTS 

DACS 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 

p105 HEADPHONES 

p105 HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS 

SUBWOOFERS 

p106 STANDS & SUPPORTS 

p107 TON EAR MS 

p107 TURNTABLES 

p108 TUNERS 

p109 
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F 
Editor-in-Chief Stan Vincent explains why everyone needs 

a good hi-fi - and how you can buy without tears. 

H 
uying a great hi-fi system is not difficult. Anyone with a pair 

of ears can do it. A good hi-fi will continue to give pleasure 

for many years, and carefully-selected separate hi-fi compo­

nents are among the few investments that will not devalue 

the moment they depart the dealer's showroom. Why is it, 

then, that the process of buying 'real' hi-fi can seem so 

fraught with complications? I think the answer is to be found in that 

immortal Not The Nine O'Clock News sketch, in which Griff Rhys­

Jones's hapless hi-fi buyer is humiliated and confused by wise-crack­

ing counter staff Rowan Atkinson and Mel Smith. Stores like that have 

long since gone out of business, but the stereotype crystallises the 

unnecessary mystique and jargon that, all too often, 

obscure the inviting portals of the hi-fi kingdom. 

You do not need to be an 'audiophile' to buy hi­

fi. You do not need a degree in electronics; you 

do not need to be an acoustic engineer; you will 

not need to stand on one leg with trousers 

rolled up in order to become a paid-up member 

of the global hi-fi fraternity. All it takes is a love 

of music, a desire to do better than second 

best, and a little bit of advice from us to help you 

on your way. 

Let's face it: hi-fi is the tool that allows us to hear 

music as it was recorded. The better the hi-fi, the closer the approach 

to the master tape. Think of it this way and you'll soon see the wis­

dom of saving your cash for tools that are right for the job. it's also a 

matter of making the most of your investment in records and CDs. 

Play your new £14 CD on even a good packaged 

mini or micro system, and at 

the very most you'll hear 

only £7 worth . Spend a little 

more on decent hi-fi and you'll 

soon get double-figure replay. 

Lasting satisfaction 

Once upon a time hi-fi was high 

on the average household's list of 

purchasing priorities. Now, myriad 

consumer durables take precedence 

on today's family shopping list. But 

how many modern-day baubles pro­

vide the lasting satisfaction promised 

by even a modest system of hi-fi 

separates? And how many 

l i f e s t y l e  f r i p p e r i e s  can 

be s u p p l e m ent e d  a n d  

upgraded as the years go buy, 

such that the pleasure they 

provide can only increase? 

If you're still not convinced 

that hi-fi is the best investment 

you'll ever make (but also if you 

are), the next step is to take your 

courage in your hands, draw in a 

deep breath, and Visit A Hi-Fi Store. 

You're not going to look stupid 

if you're a first-time buyer. You need 

only a little faith in your ability to recognise the difference between 

a piece of music played on a packaged audio system, 

and the same piece played through a system of hi-fi 

separates; and between music played on a cheap sys­

tem and the same tunes reproduced on costly compo-

nents. And the good news is that you can put together an 

excellent first system for much less than you think! 

Dive into dealerland 

Where do you find a dealer? Maybe there's one down the High Street, 

but if not, your first stop is our Dealer Directory (page 123), which 

lists dealers all over the UK. Some of them belong to the British Audio 

Dealers Association, which means they offer a standardised set of ser­

vices including extended guarantees and bonding to protect monies 

held on deposit. Call (0171) 226 4044 for more details. If 

all else fails there must be a friend of a 

friend who has bought some hi-fi gear 

recently - why not get him or her to 

recommend a supplier? 

When you decide to visit a 

dealer, it's best to phone before­

hand and book an appointment. 

Whether you're buying a complete 

system or just one component, an 

appointment ensures you'll have 

the benefit of one-to-one attention 

from sales staff. Take along a selec-

HI-FI CHOICE 



Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi·Fi 
'lW '  I 7 i .... CIIaloeDIILala , .. _....,.... __ .__. 

......, ..., .. _Liantlllla.,_ ...... .. ..._. ... ..., 

- ........ ... ....... 
Step One; � which procluc:ts fall within your budeet by using our Plic:e 
Glllde Cslarls on J18111 9Q. This listing is updated monthly and includes all hi-fi 

p!Oduc;ts cunantly available In the UK. lt is 01111nised by product type, then by 

prli:e band, and is sorted alphabetically. Products whose names are printed in red 
are those that we have IWiewed. Which leads us to ... 

Step 1'wcK Rlld lbout lha hi-fi equipment that we hiM leVIewed in the Directory 

Cslarls on 1119 104). Hen! you will learn which items hiM been singled out for 
our famous Best Buy and Recommended awards� mark out products aJ excep­

tional quality and value. The Directory is sorted by product type and listed alpha­

betic:ally, and the begiooing aJ each section provides essential information about 

ach kind aJ hi-fi axnponent. 

Step Three: Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory (starts on page 

123) to book a demonstration aJ the products you are interested in. 

tion of your own CDs (or records), chosen more for familiarity than for 

being stunning recordings. 

Does the dealer make you welcome and relaxed? Successful hi-fi 

buying depends on taking your time to find equipment that suits you, 

with no pressure along the way. A truly helpful dealer will let you try 

out equipment at home on a no-obligation basis, which is really the 

only way to find out whether you like it. (A pukka purveyor will always 

offer to install equipment for you if you are at all unsure about how 

this should be done.) 

Spot the differences 

it's a commonly-held misconception that all hi-fi sounds the same: 

packaged audio systems may sound similar, but every piece of real hi­

fi - and every system - has its own little sonic quirks and differ­

ences. In hi-fi as in life, one man's meat is another's poison, which is 

why that free home trial is so important. After all, it would be a sad 

and sorry person who chose his or her marital partner off the shelf on 

the basis of an half-hour demonstration ... A hi-fi's sound can be dra­

matically different in your home and the showroom. 

Don't forget that good-quality rigid supports for speakers and elec­

tronic components are vital links in the hi-fi chain, as are decent-qual­

ity cables. If you get bitten by the hi-fi bug, you'll soon find that these 

are just a few of the fascinating aspects to one of the world's most 

engrossing pursuits. Just remember: whatever your level of interest 

and expense, a good separates hi-fi system is likely to be the most 

rewarding investment you'll ever make. Happy listening! 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

If you see a Best Buy (red) or Reco,..,rr,iln,d 
beginning of an entry in our Directory 
concerned is particularly deserving of attention. 

• This signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of 
' the best quality and superb value for money in their price category. 

A Recommended products offer excellent quality and value, though 
� not at the superlative level of a Best Buy. 
Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 
always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

Using Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hi-fi 
Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer, 
magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A, 
Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This is unlikely 
to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our policy at Hi·Fi 
Choice is that one must consider the hi-li system as a complete 
entity, not a collection of components. While a superb sys· 
tem might well contain Best Buy and Recommended com· 
ponents, one cannot lump together Best Buys and 
Recommendations in the hope that they will automatically perform 
superbly. These ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing 
components worth trying, but only by hearing them for yourself can 
you draw meaningful conclusions about what suits your taste. 
Furthermore, don't panic if the dealer offers you equipment 
that we have not tested. At the end of the day, what matters 
most is that your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and 
it is the dealer's challenge to ensure your satisfaction by 
any means - and components - necessary! 

Sessions and Statements 
Products that have been reviewed in Sessions or Statements or any 

non comparative test are not eligible for the Best Buy and 

Recommended accolades. However, this does not mean that they are 

not of excellent quality, and many of them go on to prove as much in 

group tests. So do not discount products that aren't flagged - they 

may just be waiting for their chance to shine. 

\.. 
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, - PRICE GUIDE 

Technics SU-A900 Mk2 450 

Alchemist Maxim 299 Teclmics SU-A900D 500 

Alcllemist Krakervl'wr 399 Yamaha AX-590 299 

Analogue Jupitor 330 

Arcam Alpha 6 Plus 350 
Arcam Delta 290 500 Alchemist Kraken A 549 

Arion Adonis (kiU 495 Alchemist Kraken Anniv 549 

Audio Innovations AltD 329 Alchemist Nemesis 650 

Audiolab 8000A 500 AMC CVI3030 529 

Audiolink Sterling 11 350 Audiolab 8000S 650 

Aura VAIOO 11 330 Credo IMP703 538 

CR Developments Kalypso 499 DPA Renaissance .595 

Credo IMP702 499 Exposure XX Super li99 
Crnek4240 m Gamma AcoUstics Gemini 699 

Creek 4240SE 350 Harman-Kanlon HK660 650 

llenon PMA-450SE � Heybrook Integra 555 

Denon PMA-715 300 Koflwood KA-V7700 600 
Integrated Amps 

Denon AVC-1530 480 Lecson Quattra Plus 655 

EMF Audio Sequel 349 LFD 1nl Zero (Phi 679 

Hannan-Kardon HK620 280 Linn Majik-1 (Unel 524 

Harman-Kardon HK1200 300 Unn Majik-1 (Pbooo) .593 
Hannan--Kardon HK1400 400 Lynwood Opal 685 

Harman--Kardon HK640 450 Magnum Class A 599 

Inca Tech Oberon 450 Meridian 551 695 

Kenwood KA-4060R 280 Micrnmega Tempo I 700 

Kenwood KA-V3700 300 Monrio MJ 695 

Kenwood KA-5050R 350 Musical fldefrty E100 599 

Locson 380X 255 My!yad Ml120 530 

lecson Stereo 383X 295 Maim NAIT 549 

Lecson Quattra 420 Nabmichi IA2 600 

LFD Integrated Zero 99 Pioneer VSA-0802S 600 

Luxman A-353R 350 Quad771A 700 

luxman A-3 73 400 Rose Scion 545 

Magnum Quartl!t 329 Sheame Phase 2 649 

Marantz PM-63 300 Stemfoort Audio SF60 549 

Marantz PM-700AV 450 Teac A-8X7R 700 

Mission Cyrus Ill 500 Triangle TE60SE 650 

Aiwa XA-003 140 
Alchemist Axiom 249 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 2411 
Cambridge Audio AI 100 

Denon PMA-250111 160 

Denon PMA-350 11 230 
Oenon PMA-480R 230 
Grundig V11 160 
Hannan--Kardon HK610 200 

NCAX-R5BK 200 
JVC AX-V6BK 230 

NC AX-A4728K 250 
Kenwood KA-1 060 140 
Kenwood KA-2060R 170 

Kenwood KA-3D20SE 200 

Koflwood KA-3D60R 230 

Luxman A-312 200 
luxman A-331 250 
Magnum IA120 249 
Marantz PM-34 150 

Marantz PM-44 Mkllse 200 Motll 30 Integrated 320 

Musical fidelity E10 300 

NAD 314 260 Alchemist Forseti 899 

Onix OA30 300 Arcam Xeta One 999 
Onix OA21S (3() AY1 S2000MI 799 

Onix DA31 480 Chimera X-80 :soo 

Onkyo A803 260 CR Developments Romulus 998 

Onkyo A-911 350 Electrocompaniet ECl-2 990 

Onkyo A850 370 Exposure XV Super 799 

Orl!lleSA-100 449 Harman-Kardon HK680 1,000 

Pioneer A-400X �00 LFD lnt. Zero LE 799 

Piooeer A-503R �00 Micromega Tempo 2 900 

Pioneer A-602 350 Minstrel Ultra Unear 900 

Pioneer VSA-701S 500 Monrio MC-200S 895 

Pro-ject MOO.! 7 259 Naim NAIT R 724 

RegaEiex �98 Rega Elicit 730 

Rote! RA9708X 300 Sonic Unk DM30 725 

Sony TAF542E 300 Stemfoort Audio SF! 00 849 

Sony TAF-A3ES 400 Teac A-BXIO 999 

Sony TA-AV5708 400 Thule IAIOO 949 

Technics SU-A700 Mkll 280 Woodside ISA230 Disc 899 

Technics SU-ABOO Mk2 �50 Wuodside ISA230 Une 899 

Technics SU-A800D 400 Y8A Integro Une 999 

Marantz PM-43 200 
Marantz PM-53 250 
NAD 312 200 

Nakamichi lA4s 200 
Onkyo A-801 200 
Pioneer A-103 130 
Pioneer A-203 !50 

Pioneer A-303R 200 

Pioneer A-300X 230 

Rega Brio 229 

Rote! RA935BX Mkll 250 

Sony TAF2118 150 
Sony TAF2448 200 

Sony TAF444E 250 

Teac AR300 200 
Teac AR500 250 

SU-¥300 uo 
SU-V500 200 
SU-V620 230 

SU-A600 Mk2 230 
AX-490 a9 

choose from! 
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Ariion Elektra Export Mk 
Arian Talos Une Mk 11 
Arion Talos Phono Mk 11 
Arion Tycho lnt Mk 11 
Art Audio Integra 
Audio Innovations Classic 25 
Audio Innovations S500 
Audio Innovations S700 
Audio Nom Dill SE 
Chimera X-100 
Copland CSA-14 
Copiand CTA-401 
EAR 859 
EAR 834 
Eloctrotornpaniet EC l-2SF 
LFD lntegrared I 
Meracus INTRARE 
Minstrel Partridge 
Monrio MC-205 
Musical Fidelity AlOOO 
Sonic Frontier. SFC-1 
Tria""' Nemo Allion 02 
Tube Tech Unisis S'line 
Tube Tech Unisis 
Unison Resean:h Simp� Two 
Unison Resean:b Simply Four P 
Unison Research Simply Four T 
Y8A lntegre 

Adyton OPERA 
Eloctrotornpaniet EC l-1 
Electrocompaniet EC 1-l SF 
Gamma Acoustics Rhytllm 
Mclntosh MA6800 
Meracus DNESTA 
TUbe Tech Synergy I 
Unison Research Performance One 

0 
• 

Preamps 

AMC AV81 Control 

AMC 1030 
AMC S84 
AMC AV8l H.l Control 
Analogue Saturn 
Analogue Saturn MC 
Art Audio Minuet 
Audio Innovations PI 

Audio Innovations L1 
Audio Innovations T2 
Audiolink P400 
Credo PMP003 
Credo HMP003 
Credo MMP002 
Creek OBM-11 
Creek OBM-9 
Creek P42 
Crimson CS610C 
Denon PMA-425R 
DPA DSP200S 
EAR 834P 
EAR 834l 
Grant C010 
Harman-Kardon AP2500 
Inca Tech Oberon Pre 
LFD Unestage LSO 
Lumley Reference PP70 
Lumley Reference PP40 
Lumley Reference PP! 
Michell lso 
Moth 30 Passive 
Motll 30 RlAA 
Motll30 Active 
Motll 30 RIAA lOOVA 
Motll 30 Active lOOVA 
NAD Monitor 1000 
NAD Monitor 106 
Nairn NAC92 
Onix OA24 
Q£0 Vector One 

Rose RV-23 

RDIBI RC970BX Mkll 

Rote! RC980BX 
Rote! RC990BX 
Senlec PP9 RIAA MM 
Technics SU-CIOOO 
Thorons TTP2000 
Unison Research Simply Phono 

U99 Adyton CHORUS 
I A 50 Alchemist Forsetti Pre 
1,650 Arcam Delta 110 
1,999 Arion Eros Une Mk 11 
1,499 Arian Ems Phono Mk 11 

1,009 Art Audio Headline 
1,199 Art Audio VPL 

U99 Art Audio Conductor Phono 
1,500 Art Audio VPI 
1.200 Art Audio Conductor 

lJ(I99 Art Audio Conductor Export 
1,699 Audio Innovations L2 

1,595 Audio Innovations P2MM 
1,599 Audio Innovations P2MC 
l, 440 Audio Resean:ft PH-3 
1,099 Audio Resean:ft LS-3 
l ,095 Audiolab 8000C 
l .499 Audiolab 8000PPA 
1500 Audiolab 8000Q 
L399 Aura CA200 

1}95 AY1 S2000MP 
1550 AY1 S2000MP+P 
1,399 Blystoo .4 
L399 Blystoo BP! 

U 48 Blystoo BP4 
l .495 Blystoo 8P5 
l ,545 Blystoo 8P20 

1,199 Chi111efa X-l50C 
Classe Audio Audio 3D 
Classe Audio Audio 4L 

2,595 Classe Audio Audio 4 
2,233 Concordant Exhilerant 
2.485 Concordant Exquisite 
2.499 Conrad-Johnson PV10Al 
3}35 Conrad-Jolmson PV-IOA 
2,595 Copland CSA-303 
3,999 Copland CTA-301Mkll 
4,500 Counterpoint SA-lOOOE 

Counterpoint Solid 8E 
Counterpoint SA-2000E 
Credo CMP004 
Credo CMP005 
Dawn Audio Prelude +50 
DNM 3 Start 

DNM 3A Start 

llynavector L200 
llynavector p l 00 
llynavector ll 00 

ECA V"IS!B S 
ECA Vista HD 
ECA Prisma 
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 
Electrocompaniet ECP-1 SF 
Electrocompaniet EC-4 line 
Electrocompaniet EC-4 SF line 

289 Electrocompaniet EC-3MC 
379 Exposure XiX 

479 Exposure XVII 
4 99 Exposure XIV 
75 Fulter. Pre l 
75 Fulter.Pre I+ 

499 Gamma Acoustics Era Std 
369 Graaf WFB Two 
369 Grant G100P 
425 Heybrook SIG CA 
467 Heyl)rook SIG CAP 
385 KAL Magician 
388 KAL Harlequin 
439 LFD MC l Phonostage 

99 LFD LSI Unestage 
110 LFD PPS 
279 LFO Phonostage MC2 
450 LFD Unestage LS2 
230 LFD Unestage LS2P 
495 LFD Unestage LSB 
399 Unn Kairn Pro 
449 Unn Kairn Preamp 
482 Lumley Reference LVI 
499 Lumley Reference VR PV1.5 
350 Lumley Reference PVI 
499 Marantz AV-500 
325 Marantz SC-22 
325 Marantz PH-22 
325 Mclntosh cm 
420 Meracus INGREDI 
149 Meridian 501 
199 Meridian 562 
249 Meridian 501V 
299 Meridian 562V 
349 Michell Argo 
229 Mithell lso HR 
349 Michell Argo HR 
448 Michi RHC-10 
400 Michi RHQ-10 
199 Michi RHA-10 
450 Micmmega Tempo P 
175 Monrio ADN 
350 Monrio PLURl-l 

500 Musical Fidelity E200 
500 Musical Fidelity F22 
350 Nairn NAC92R 
500 Nairn NAC72 
495 PS Audio 6.1 

1,995 
870 
750 

1,150 
1,350 

700 
741 
750 
952 

1,250 
2,000 

749 
749 
949 

1,550 
1,845 

550 
900 

1,100 
700 
849 

1,049 
641 
673 
802 
889 

1,126 
800 

1,320 
1,697 
1,735 

900 
1,950 

995 
1,250 
1,155 
1,349 
1,195 
1,195 
1,695 

799 
1,119 

951 
950 

1,500 
1,195 
1,495 
1,995 

1611 
880 
880 
580 
749 

1.466 
1,790 
1,953 

799 
'849 

1,400 
599 
649 
999 

1,100 
764 
649 
829 
550 
750 
949 
999 
999 

1,499 
1.599 
1,750 
1,999 

998 
U98 
1,000 
1,350 
1,500 

699 
900 

1,000 
1,479 

925 
'625 
685 
785 
1895 
730 
895 

1,339 
795 
995 
995 

1,250 
595 
950 
599 
999 
579 
670 
799 

Hl-FI CHOICE 



PS Audio 6.2 
PS Audio Phono link 
Quad 77PR 
Roksan ROK-l2.5 
Rose RV-23S 
Sentec PP9 RIAA MC 
Sentec SC9 
Shearne Phase 6 Pre 
Shearne Phase 1 Pre Rei 
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 
Sonic Frontiers SFL-1 
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 Sig 
Sonic Frontiers Sfl-1 Sig 
Sumo Ulysses 11 
Sumo Athena ll line 
Sumo Polans Ill 
Sumo Athena Ill 
Sumo Artemis OP 
Sumo Audiomeda Ill 
Sumo Model Five 
Technics SU-C2000 
Tesserac TAADA 
Tesserac TALA 
Tesserac TAHA 
Thorens TRP3000 
Thorens TRP3000 
Thule PR200 
Tube Tech Seer line 
Tube Tech Seer l'flono 
Tube Tech Prophet 

nison Research Mystery One 
Unison Research Phono One 
Woodside SC27 line 
Woodside SC27 MM 
Woodside SC27 MC 
Woodside SC25line 
Woodside SC26 f'tlono 
XTC PRE-1 
YBA3 Pre 
YBA 2 Pre 

Adyton TEMPER 
Adyton MODUS 
A lchemist A lchemist Control 
ATC SCA2 
Audio Research LS-3b 
Audio Research PH-2 
Audio Research LS-2 11 
Audio Research SP9 Ill 
Audio Research LS-2b 11 
Audio Research LS-5 11 
CAT Sll Sig line 
CAT Sll Sig phono 
Classe Audio Audio 5l ll 
Classe Audio Audio 5 11 
Classe Audio Audio 6L 11 
Classe Audio Audio 6 11 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12L 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 10 
Conrad-Johnson Evolution 20 SP EO 
Counterpoint SA-3000E 
Counterpoint SA-5000E 
Counterpoint SA-9 
DNM 38 Twin E 
DNM 38 Pnmus E 
DNM 38 Six E 
fAR802MC 
EAR G88 
Electrocompaniet EC-3MC SF 
Gamma Acoustics Era Rei 
Jadis DEFY-P60 
Jadis JPL 
Jadis JPP-200 
Jadis JP-30MC 
Jadis JP-S2 
KAL Empress 
Krell KSL-2 
K!8l! KRC-2 
Krell KRCs 
LFD Disc Preamp 
Lumley Reference l)R M lOO 
lumley Reference ljR LS2 
lumley Reference ljR PS2 
lumley Reference lJR Ml40 
lumley Reference Sll50 
Marl< levinson 38 
Marl< levinson 38S 
Matisse Fantasy 
Matisse Reference 
Mclntosh C38 
Mclntosh C22 
Mclnlosh C39 
Mclntosh C40 
Meracus PRETARE 
Mendian 601 
Nairn NAG82 

aim NAC52 
Roksan ROK-ll.5 
Sonic Frontiers SFL-2 
Sumo Model Ten/M 
Tesserac TAP-A 
YBA I Pre 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

899 
899 
850 
995 
525 
600 
800 
895 

1,399 
1,095 
1,395 
1,495 
1,795 

629 
767 
898' 
987 

1,695 
1,810 
1,830 

700 
1,500 
1,500 
1,800 
1,500 
1,500 

699 
575 
649 

1,199 
1,750 
1,995 

705 
881 
999 

1,420 
1,931 

800 
1.250 
1,699 

2,495 
2,895 
4,995 
2,499 
2,250 
2,895 
2,997 
3,290 
3,398 
5,690 
5,500 
6,000 
2,395 
2,657 
3.469 
3,817 
2.250 
2,750 
3,900 
6,700 
2,195 
3,995 
3,995 
3,050 
3,630 
4,780 
2,599 
6,999 
2,270 
3,999 
3,774 
4,720 
4,998 
5,978 

7,900 
3,660 
3,331 
4,190 

6,949 
4,499 
2,250 
3,250 
3,550 
4,250 
4,350 
3,995 
6,495 
2,300 
3,500 
2,095 
2,099 
3.129 
3.239 
2,195 
2,750 
2,058 
3,t90 
2,250 
3,795 
4,080 
5,300 
3,750 

Power Amps 

Alchemist KlalraiVPre 
Alchemist Kraken/mono 
A lchemist Kraken/Pwr A 
AMC 2445 
AMC 2030 
An:am Delta 290P 
Creek A42 
C rimson CS620C 
Denon PMA-725R 
Harman-Kardon PA2100 
Inca Tech Oberon Pwr 
LFD Powerstage PAO 
Marantz MA-500 
Moth 30 Series """"' 
Moth 30 Mono/40 
Nairn NAP90/3 
Onix OA401 
RotJJI RB970BX Mkll 
RotJJI RB9808I( 
Technics SE-AlOOO 

A lchemist Forselli Pwr 
Anon EOS Export Mk 11 
Arian Triton Mk 11 
Arian Tycho Pwr Mk 11 
Art Audio QuintDt 
Art Audio Qunitet SE MB 
Art Audio Concerto 
Audio Innovations Ser 800 
Audio Innovations First Audio 
Audio Innovations Ser 1000 
Alldiolab 8000P 
Alldiolab 8000M 
Audio link PR40 1 
Aura PA200 
AVI S2000MA 
AV! S2000MM 
Bryston 28-LP 
Bryston 38-NRB 
Bryston THX3B 
Bryston 48-NRB 
Bryston 78-NRB 
Bryston THX4B 
Bryston THX7B 
Chimera X-150P 
Classe Audio Audio 70 
Copland CTA-501 
Copland CTA-504 
Counterpoint Solid !EM 
Counterpoint SAIOOE 
Counterpoint Solid lE 
Counterpoint NPS-lOOE 
Credo PMP154 
Credo PMP303 
Crimson CS630C 
Dawn Audio C md 2 by 200 
DNM PAl 
DPA 200S 
ECA leclern S 
ECA lectern HD 
Exposure XVIII Super 
Exposure XVIII (pr) 
Fullers AIO 
Grant G50A 
Grant GlOOAMS 
Harman-Kardon PA2200 
Hanman-Kardon PA2400 
Heybrook SIG MNEX 
Heybrook SIG !SPX 
LFD PA I Powerstage 
LFD Powerstage PA2 
LFD Powerstage PA2M 
Linn LKlOO 
Unn Klout 
Lumley Reference ST40 
lllmley Reference ST70 
Lynwood Ruby 
Magnum MF125 
Magnum MF300 
Magnum MA500 
Marantz MA-22 
Mclntosh MC7100 
Meracus CIERE 
Meridian 555 
Michell A lecto Stereo 
Michell Alecto Mono 
Michi RHB-05 
Michi RHB-10 

380 
380 
499 
299 
449 
400 
279 
450 
350 
400 
400 
499 
250 
239 
459 
428 
400 
225 
450 
400 

1,250 
1,299 
1,399 
1,850 
1,393 

1,500 
1,669 

999 
1,749 
1,799 

750 
800 
583 

1,200 
849 

1,249 
750 

1,159 
1,262 
1,756 
1,815 
1.858 
1,917 
1,200 
1,399 
1,599 
1,999 

995 
1,495 
1,495 
1.995 
1.699 
1,699 

800 
890 

1,750 
750 
880 

1,480 
849 

1,599 
1,200 
1,128 
1,528 

700 
1,000 

698 
922 
999 

1,599 
1,999 

549 
1,895 
1,250 
1,950 

985 
515 
595 

1,295 
1,600 
1,259 
1,095 

625 
1,150 
1,989 

995 
1,650 

PRICE GUIDE 

Micromega A mp 1,250 
Monrio MC-25 895 
Monno HP! 1,995 
Moth 3D StereW60 549 
Moth 30 Mono/lOO 879 
Music:al fldeflly E300 699 
Musical Fidelity FX 1,099 
Musical F idelity Fl5 1,899 
NAD MonibJr 208 999 
Nairn NAP140 722 
Nairn NAP180 1,016 
Nairn NAP135 1,576 
Nairn NAP250 1,576 
Onix OA601 699 
Onix OA801 849 
Papworth TVA50 1,425 
PS Audio lOO Delta 1,499 
Quad 77SA 600 
Quad 707 800 
Roksan ROK-SI.5 1,495 
Rose RP-190 (Qual Model 550 
RotJJI RB990BI( 750 
Sentec PA9 1,000 
Shearne Phase 3 619 
Shearne Phase 5 Mono 879 
Sonic Frontiers SFS-40 1,695 
Technics SE-A2000 1,100 
l'llorells TTA2000 550 
Th<lrens TRA3000 2,000 
Thorens TRA3000 2,000 
Thule PA200 1,798 
Tube Tech Unisis Pwr A mp 1,099 
Woodside ISA 240 949 
Woodside MA50 Class A 1,224 
Woodside STA35 1,323 
xrc POW-1 2,000 
'IBA 3 Power 1,199 

Adyton C ORDIS 1.6 3,495 
Alchemist A lchemist Stereo 3,995 
A lchemist A lchemist Mono 8,995 
Art Audio Tempo 2,499 
Art Audio Quintet SE 2,500 
Art Audio Maestro 3,524 
Audio Innovations Ser lOOOSE 2,499 
Audio Innovations Second Audio 3,299 
Audio Resean:h VT60 2,645 
Audio Research D-200 3,248 
Audio Research V35 3,355 
Audio Research V70 4,480 
Audio Research D-300 4,800 
Audio Research VT130 5,994 
Audio Research D-40011 6,600 
Audio Research VT 150 7,200 
Audio Research Vl40 8,960 
Bryston 88-NRB 2,195 
Bryston THX8B 2,400 
Classe Audio Audio 10 2,299 
Classe Audio Audio 15 3,399 
Classe Audio Audio 25 4,639 
Classe Audio Audio M-700 7,690 
Classe Audio Audio M-1000 9,968 
Conrad·Johnson Premier llA 3,500 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 12 7,000 
Copland CTA-505 2,099 
Counterpoint Solid 2E 2,495 
Counterpoint NPS-200E 2,995 
Counterpoint SA4 3,575 
Counterpoint Nat Progress 4,125 
C ounterpoint NPS-400E 4,395 
C ounterpoint NPM-E 8.995 
Credo PMP102 2,181 
Credo PMP252 2,509 

DNM PA2BE 4,250 
DNM PA2BS 5,250 
DNM PA2BS-I 5,650 
Dynavector HX75 2,195 
Dynavector HXL2 3,995 
fAR509 Mkll 3,499 
EAR 519 4,699 
EAR 549 6,999 
Electrocompaniet AW 1 OODMB 2,115 
Electrocompaniet AWIOODMB-SF 2,300 
Elecliocompaniet AW250DMB 3,983 
Electrocompaniet AW250DMB- SF 4,195 
Elecliocompaniet AWl 80MB 4,673 
Electrocompaniet AW180MB-SF 4,900 
Exposure IV 2,199 
Exposure XVI 4,000 
Gamma Acoustics Space Ref 3,999 
Graaf 5050 2,100 
Grant G350A 3,455 
Grant G200AMS 3,760 
Jadis JA-30 2,880 
Jadis JA-80 4,956 
Jadis DEFY-7 5,290 
Jadis JA-200 7,759 
KAL Emperor 4,375 
Krel KSA-50s 3,690 
Krell KSA-lOO s 5,843 
Krell KSA-200s 7,987 
Krell KSA-300s 9,500 
Lumley Reference Ml20 3,200 

Marantz MA-24 
Marl< levinson 29 
Marl< Levin son 331 
Marl< levinson 27.5 
Marl< levinson 332 
Marl< levinson 23.5 
Marl< levinson 333 
Matisse Rei Monoblocks 
Mclntosh MC7108 
Mclntosh MC7150 
Mclntosh MC7104 
Mclntosh MC! 50 
Mclntosh MC7300 
Mclntosh MC7106 
Mclntosh MC275 
Mclntosh MC300 
Mclntosh MC2600 
Mclntosh MC500 
Meracus TENTARE 
Meracus CA NTARE 
Musa:alfilelityFI8 
Papworth M lOO 
Papworth M200 
PS Audio 200 Delta 
PS Audio 200b Delta 
PS Audio 250 Delta 
Roksan ROK-MI.5 
Shearne Phase 1 Pwr Rei 
Sonic Frontiers SFS-80 
Sonic Frontiers SFS-160 
Tesserac TAMP-60 
Tube Tech Genesis 
Unison Research Smart 845 
'IBA 21'ower 
YBA !Power 

AV Amplifiers 
Integrated AV Amps 

Arcam Xeta One 
Denon AVC-1530 
Denon AVC-2800 
Harman-Kardon AV1200 
JVC AX-V6BK 
Kenwood KA-V3700 
Kenwood KM-XlOOO 
Kenwood KA-V7700 
Marantz MA500THX 
Marantz MM-500 
Marantz PM-7llAV 
Marantz SR-73 
NAD 912 

Enhance your 

existence with some 
of this amazing 
surround sound 
gear. 

2.400 
3.450 
4,495 
5,399 
6,495 
7,399 
8,495 
7,800 
2,249 
2,295 
2,729 
2,855 
3,195 
3.425 
3.595 
3,765 
5,395 
6,265 
2,245 
8,995 
3,999 
2,645 
3,825 
2,279 
2,490 
2,980 
4,500 
2,199 
2,895 
5,495 
7,350 
2,599 
2,995 
2,150 
4,250 

NAD AV316 
NAD AV216THX 
NAD 916 
NAD 208THX 
Onkyo A- S620 
Onkyo A-SV810PRO 
Rote! RB956A X 
Sony TA-AV590 
Sony TA-AV570B 
Technics SA-GX470L 
Yamaha DSP�A590 
Yamaha DSP-A780 
Yamaha DSP-A2070 

AV Receivers 

Denon AVR-900 
Denon AVR-1000 
Harman-Kardon AVR-20 
Harman-Kardon AVR-25 
Harman- Kardon AVR-30 
JVC RX-416VBK 
JVC RX-616RBK 
Kenwood KA-V5570 
Kenwood KR-V6070 
Kenwood KR-V7070 
Kenwood KR-XlOOO 
Marantz AV600THX 
Marantz SR-82 
NAD AV713 
NAD 917 
NAD AV716 
Onkyo TX-SV424PRO 
Onkyo T X-SV525PRO 
Onkyo TX-SV727PRO 
Onkyo TX-SV919THX 
Pioneer VSX-804RDS 
Sony ST-AD54B 
Sony STR-D615 
Sony SMD6llB 
Technics SA-GX390L 
Technics SA-GX470L 
Technics SA-GX690l 
Yamaha RX-V390RDS 
Yamaha RX-V590RDS 

450 
470 
500 

1,000 
700 
900 
400 
399 
400 
400 
349 
599 

1,099 

350 
520 
499 
699 

1,000 
270 
350 
300 
350 
400 

1,300 
900 
900 
480 
550 
600 
450 
600 
900 

2,000 
399 
280 
300 
330 
300 
350 
450 
299 
449 

AV Loudspeakers 
Centre Channel Speakers 

B&W 20011FS 
B&W Solid HCM IS 
B&W C C6 
Boston Acoustics 404V 

120 
125 
200 
lOO 



.. Boston Acoustics CRI 
Boston Acoustics Centre 6 

Boston Acoustics 525V 
Boston AcoustiCs Centre 7 

Boston Acoustics VR12 
Canon S-CIO 
Canon S-C20 
Celestion CSC 
Celestion Centre 2 

Denon SC-HlC 
Jamo Centre 50 
Jamo Centre 100 
Jamo Centre 200 
Jamo Converta light 
JBl MR Centre 
JBl TLXI03 
JBl SC305 
JBl Centre 
JPW Canter 160 
KEF 200C 
Kenwood CS-6 
linn Centrik 
Meridian DSP5000C 
Meridian DSP6000C 
Monitor Audio CC200 
Monitor Audio CC900 

Mordaunt -Short CS -I Dialogue 
NAO 808CC 
Polk CS200 

Polk CS250 
Polk CS350 
TDl Nucleus CCS 

Surround Speakers 

Aiwa SX-R220 
B&W SCM8 
Boston Acoustics VRS 
Boston Acoustics 575X 
Canon V-100 
Celestion Impact 25 

Jamo Surround Rear 
Jamo Surround 50 
Jamo Surround 100 
Jamo Surround 200 
Mordaunt -Short CS-I Oecormatch 
Polk M3 11 

Polk MS 
Polk lS f/x Surround 

AV Speaker Packages 

Aiwa TS-WS 
Aiwa TS-W7 
B&W Solid System 
B&W THX System 
Boston Acoustics THX System 
Canon S-KT2 
Canon S-KTI 
Celestion CS2 
Celestion Style Series 
Dali Surround Sound Sys 
Gll Arena AV 
Harman-Kardon HT-I System 
Jamo SP50 
Jamo Centre 18 

Jamo System 400011 
Jamo System 4000SII 

100 

130 

150 

200 

300 

129 

199 

129 

189 

130 

80 

140 

200 

200 

100 

130 

150 

180 

170 

699 

150 

298 

1,595 

4,500 

200 

400 

60 

170 

170 

250 

450 

150 

50 

550 

429 

450 

210 

99 

60 

70 

90 

170 

150 

220 

300 

449 

150 

200 

685 

4,395 

2,500 

229 

279 

149 

699 

1,240 

89 

2.500 

140 

150 

230 

240 

Jamo Art 
Jamo THX System 
JBl Control ! 
JBl Contro1 4 
JBL SAT2 
JBl Control 25 

JBl Music/Movies One 
JBl I REl System 
JBl Music/Movies Two 
JBl HT-I System 
JBl Synthesis Three 
JBl Synthesis Two 
JBl Synthesis One 
JPW Gold Monrtors 

JPW MM Package 
JPW Gold Monitor 
JPW AV2 
JPW AVI 
JPW AV4 
JPW AV3 
KEF 80C 
Kenwood THX System 
linn Tukan 
linn Keilidh 
Mordaunt-Short CS-I 
Mordaunt-Short CS-I System Pack 

Mordaunt-Short CS-I Decormatch 
Pioneer S-V201 
Pioneer S-V401 
Polk M Solution 
Polk RM3000 II/M3/CS200 
Polk SRT 

REL REUJBl System 
Sony SA-VAI 
Sony SA-VA3 
Sony SA-V55 
TDl Home Theatre Pk 1 

Whartedale Movies 4 

Whartedale Movies 7 

Whartedale Movies 9 

Subwoofers 

B&W Solid Powerbass 
B&W Solid Powerbass 
B&W AS6 
B&W PCS8 
B&W 800ASW 
B&W 800ASW 
B&W 800ASW 
Boston Acoustics VR500 
Boston Acoustics SW 10 
Boston Acoustics 595X 
Canon S-820 
Jamo SW40De 
Jamo SW300SYSII 
Jamo SW505e 
Jamo SW500 SYS 
Jamo SW600e 
JBl PS60 

JPW Satellites 
JPW Subwoofer 
NC SX-SCIVBK 
Kenwood CM-5ES 
Kenwood RS-05 
Kenwood CM-7ES 
Kenwood OMNI-7 

250 

2,500 

119 

249 

299 

599 

650 

995 

1,100 

2,500 

15,000 

22,500 

32,000 

80 

199 

280 

300 

300 

400 

400 

129 

2,800 

449 

649' 

115 

400 

465 

250 

700 

999 

1,088 

9,500 

1,000 

599 

799 

800 

500 

349 

459 

489 

300 

300 

500 

750 

1,495 

1,500 

1,500 

400 

450 

455 

200 

330 

350 

400 

450 

530 

399 

80 

130 

60 

80 

80 

100 

180 

11 you've got a separates system, 
good quality interconnects will 
make a huge difference. 

PRICE GUIDE · 

Kenwood SW5DO 
Kenwood SW-500 
Kenwood SW900 

Kenwood SW-900 
Linn Sekrit 
Meridian Sub 1 

Monitor Audio MA I 00/G 
Mordaunt-Short SW-1 
Polk PSW!OO 
REl Strata 
REl Storm 
REl Stadium 11 
REl Stentor 
REl Studio 
TDl SBR 
Whartedale Modus Sub-Bass 

250 

250 

260 

260 

298 

1,500 

280 

150 

499 

500 

700 

1,000 

1,495 
2,995 

200 

18 

CABLES 

Analogue Interconnects 

Arion SA0.5 75 

Anon SAl 125 

Anon SA2 199 

Cable Talk Improved 2/CD 25 

Cable Talk Advanced 2 35 

Cable Talk Improved 2/T 50 

Cable Talk Studio 2 65 

Cable Talk Professional 2 85 

Cable Talk Broadcast 2 130 

Cable Talk Reference 2 180 

Chord Chrysalis 30 

ChOfd Cobra 32 

Chord Siren 65 

Chord Chameleon 68 

Chord Solid 99 

DPA Slink 47 

OPA White Slink 75 

lxos 104 20 

lxos 103 40 

lxos 102 60 

lxos 101 100 

Kimber Cable llluminati DV50 552 

Kimber Cable Orchid 1,183 

Kronos Konnekt 3 49 

Kronos Konnekt 2 99 

Kronos Konnekt I 199 

Nordost Magic 1 30 

Nordost Black Knight 50 

Nordost Blue Angel 80 

Nordost Blue Heaven· 120 

Nordost Red Dawn 250 

QED P2 Gold 20 

QED lncon P2 Screened 23 

QED lncon Pl Screened 26 

Sonic link Pink 

Sonic link Red 

Sonic link Derwent 
Sonic link Violet 
Sonic Link Blue 
Sonic link Black 
Trichord Pulsewire 75 

Digital Interconnects 

Arian DACl 
Arion DAC2 

Audioquest Video z 
Audioquest Digital PRO 
Cable Talk Digital 2 

Cllord Codac 
Chord Prodac 
DPII Oigi-link 
lxos 105 

Kimbor Cable PSB D'link 
Kimber Cable � 1 D'link 
Kimbor Cable �AG D'link 
Kimber Cable D-60 

Monster Oatalink 100 
Moth lsy!ino Datelink 
Nordost Moonglo Digital 

QEDOigiftex 
Sonic link l.igtrt Bruwn 
Sonic link Green 
Trichord Pulsewire 75/D 

van � Hul MV V'Kieolink 75 

Speaker Cables 

Arian LS0.5 

Arian lSl 
Arian lS-2 

Audio Note AN-B 
Audio Note AN-SP 
Au011lQuest F-14 
Audioquest'flpe 4 
Audioquest Midnight Hype�itz 
Cable Talk Overture 2 

Chord Rumour 
Chord flatline Gold 
Chord flatline Twin 
DNM IBC8500 
DPA IS19 

Heybrool< Heywim 
lxos 603 
lxos 601 

lxos 604 

lxos 602 

lxos 603/10 

Mission Quartet 
Missioo Stranded 
Naim NAC05 
Nordost 2-flat 
Nordost flatline Gold 
Nordost Super flat Biwire 
Nordost Blue Heaven 

Nordost Red Dawn 
QED 42 Strand 
QED fl-4 
QED 79 Strand 
QED Rl-4 

QED Qudos 
QED Qudos Profile 8 

QED Qudos Terminated 
Sonic link AST150 

Sonic link AST75X2 

Sonic link AST150X2 
Sonic link Grey 
Sonic UnkCare Music 

Sonic link Blue 
Sonic link DerwenVspkr 
Sonic Link Care Music BiWire 
Tech + link OFC79 
Tech + link OFC42 
van den Hul The Clearwater 
van den Hul The Magnum 
van den Hut The Wind 

CARTRIDGES 

An:am C77 
An:amC77MG 
Arcam E77 

An:amE77MG 
Arcam P77 

An:amP77MG 
Audio Technica AT-91 
Audio Tecbnica AT-95E 

35 Audio Technica AT-llOE 24 

45 Denon DtllO 70 

50 Denon 01.160 90 

85 Denon Dt103 100 
115 Goldring Elan P 17 

165 GoldringE!an 17 
150 Goldring Eleklra 25 

Goldring 1006 50 

Goldring 1012GX 65 
99 Goldring 1022GX 85 

199 Goldring Eroica LX 100 
50 Goldring Eroica 100 
90 Grado ZTE + 1 27 

75 Grado ZCE + 1 37 

32 Grado Z3E + 1 47 

50 Grado Zfl + 82 

28 linn K5 54 
25 Nottingham Analogue Tracer I 98 

37 Ortofoo VMS2 10 
52 Ortolon OM-SE 16 

95 Ortofon OMP-5E 17 

513 Ortofon OM Pro S 21 

45 Ortofon OMlO Super 25 

140 Ortofon OM Night Club S 32 

135 Ortolon 510/P 32 
20 Ortofon OM Night Club E 37 

30 Ortofon Concord Pro S 40 

50 Ortofon Concord NC S 55 

64 Ortolon 5201P  55 
30 Ortofon OM20 Super 60 

Ortolon MC! Turbo 60 

Ortofon Concord NC E 60 

12 Ortofon OM30 Super 80 

30 Ortofoo MC!O Supor 85 
50 Ortofon 53M' 85 

165 Pickering TE -15 20 

1,270 Pickenng VE-15 25 

45 Pickering T-E 25 

75 Pickering VIS-DJ 28 

260 Pickering Tl-E 35 

4 Pickering XVI5-350C 40 

8 Pickering Tl-2E 45 

9 Pickenng XV15-625E 50 

16 Pickenng XV15-150-DJ 50 

170 Pickering Tl-2-S 55 

275 Pickering XV15-757S 60 

4 Pickenng XV15-625DJ 60 

2 Pickering XV15-1800S 70 

3 Pickering Tl3S 80 

5 Pickering XEV-3001E 95 

5 Pickering Xll-3500 100 

20 Pickering Tl-4-S lOO 
9 Rega Bias 34 

20 Rega RB78 34 

5 Rega Super Bias 52 

5 Roga Elys 74 

9 Shure SC35C 28 

17 Shure ME95ED 38 

58 Stanton 500El 34 

99 Stanlon 500Al ll 34 

1 Stanton 680AlJX 50 

2 Stanton 680ElJX 56 

2 Stanton 890AlJX 82 

3 Sumiko Oyster 30 

3 Sumiko Black Pearl 50 

5 Sumiko Pearl 70 

33 Sumiko Blue Point lOO 
40 

50 

80 Audio Note lo IIV 1,395 
90 Audio Note lo lid V 2,950 

150 Audio Technica AT-OC9 245 

200 Audio Tochnica ART-I 944 
200 Audioquest MC5 250 

300 Alldioquest 404l 599 
1 Audioquest 404iMH 899 

I Alldioquest 7000NSX 1,495 
50 Benz-Micro The Glider 600 

265 Benz-Micro H200 700 

330 Benz-Micro M090 700 

Benz-Micro l040 700 

Benz-Micro Wood Rei 1,100 

Benz-Micro Ruby Ref 1,400 

Denon 01.304 200 
DNM Reson Mica 150 

DNM Reson Aciore 199 

DNM Reson Reca 225 

DNM Reson Etile 299 

DNM Reson Lexe 899 
Oynavector 50X 159 

ilynavoclrJr!OX 189 
Dynavector 23RS 375 

llynavector 17D2 450 
IJynawctnr XX-ll 998 
llynavednrXX-1 998 
Dynavector TE -KAITORA 1,698 

30 Goldring 1042 105 
40 GoldringE!ite 200 
50 Grado Signature Junior 149 

60 Grado Signature 8MZ 250 

63 Grado Signature MCZ 375 

73 Grado Signature Tll 650 

13 Grado Signature XT Z 975 

19 KiselriBiue GS 499 

HI-FI CHOICE 



Kiseki PHS 899 
Koetsu Re<l T 1,550 
Koetsu Re<l K Sig 1,998 
Koetsu Urushi 2,297 
Koetsu Signalure 3,218 
UnnK9 109 
linn Kl8111 197 
Linn Klyde 449 
linn Ar1o:iv 998 
London Decca Maroon 199 
London Oecca Gold 239 
London Oecca Maroon Op 259 
London Oecca Gold Opd 299 
london Decca s Gold 339 
London Oecca S Gold Op 399 
London Oecca Jubilee 999 
lyra lydian 699 
lfra Clavis Oa Capo 1,069 
lyra Parnassus 2,295 
MilltekAuron� 299 

Milttek O�mpia 399 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer 11 175 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer Ill 350 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer IV 550 
Or1ofon MC3 Turbo 110 
Or1ofon MC15 Super 11 110 
Ortafoo 540ft' 110 
Or1ofon MC25E 160 
Or1ofon MC25Ft 210 
Ortofon MC10 Supreme 250 

Ortafoo MC20 Supreme 350 
Ortofon MC30 Supreme 450 
Ortofon MC200011 650 
Ortafoo MC300011 950 
Or1ofon MC5000 1,500 
Ortofon MC7500 2,000 
Pickering Tl-3003 145 
Pickering Xll-4500 150 
Pickering Tl-4004 175 
Pickering XSV-5000U 200 
Plckering Xll-7500 200 
Plckering Tll-7500-S 200 
Roi<san Corus Black 130 
Roksan Shiraz 975 
Sumiko BPS 250 
Transfiguration AF-1 Mk 11 1,595 
Transfiguration Supreme 1,995 
van den Hul MM-I 250 
van den Hul MM-2 299 
van den Hul OOT-11 699 
van den Hul MC-10 799 
van den Hul fdC.One 999 
van den Hul MC-One/Hi 1,149 
van den Hul Me-Two 1,349 
van den Hul Grasshopper IIISLN 2,200 
van den Hul Grasshopper IIICMN 2,750 
van den Hul Grasshopper IIISU\ 2,999 
van den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLN 2,999 
van den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA 2,999 
van den Hul Grasshopper IIICHN 3,400 
van den Hul Grasshopper IVGU\ 3,450 

CASSETTE DECKS 

!!:""'� .. :;. ��. "' • .: -- .:... • 

Oenon ORW-580 

Dual CC8000 RS 
Goodmall$ Del1a 70INI 
Goodmans GSW650 

Grundl( CCf3 
Grundla CCF3 
NC TD-W218BK 

NCTIJ.X3728K 
NC TO-R472BK 
NC TO-W318BK 
Kenwood KX-W4070 

Kenwood 1()(-3060 

Kenwood KX-W6070 

lllxman K-322 
MarantzSG-53 
Pioneer CT-S330 
Pioneer CT-W503R 
Plo,_CT-S430S 
Sony TC-FX2ll8 
Sony TC-K2158 
Sony TC-K3llB 
Sony TC-W4458 

Sony TC-K461S 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

Sony TC-114158 
Sony TC-WR5458 
Teac V395CHX 
Teac V-610 
Teac R-560 
Teac W-760R 
Technics RS-TR373 

Tecttni<s RS-BX501 

Aiwa AO-F850 

Aiwa AD-8950 
Atcam Del1a 100 
llenon DRS-640 
Denon ORW-760 

Denon DRM-740 
Denon ORS-810 
Harman-Kardon TD420 

Harman-Kardon TD450 
Harrnan-Kardon TD470 

NC TIJ.V5628K 
NC TD-W718BK 

NC TD-V662BK 
KBnwood I()(-5060S 
Kenwood I()(-W8070S 

Kenwood I()(-7060S 
luxman K-373 

Maranlz SD-535 
Maranlz S0-63 
Maranlz CP-230 
Maranlz S0-635 
Maranlz OC-1010 
Maranlz CP-430 
NAO 613 
NAO 614 
NAO 616 

Nakamlctd DR3 

Hakarnictll DR2 

Nakamichi Dragon 
Onkyo TA-RW3ll 
Onkyo KR-609 
Onkyo TA250 
Onkyo K-W606 

Onkyo K-611 
Pioneer CT-W603RS 
Pioneer CT-W803RS 

Pioneer CT-S630S 
Pioneer CT-M601R 

Pioneer CT-S830S 
Pioneer CT-95 
Sony TC-WR645S 
Sony TC-K5llS 

SooylC-K611S 
Teac V-1030 
Teac W-6000R 
Teac V-8030S 
Technics RS-TR474 

Teclmk:s RS-BX601 
Technics RS-TR575 

Technics RS.ax701 

CD PLAYERS 

AiwaXC-300 
Cambridge Audio CD4 
Oenon OCD-315 

Denon�5 
Denon DCD-625 
Deoon DCD-825 
Dual C01135RC 
Dual CO 1150RC 

Dual CDIOOORS 
Dual CDll80RC 

Eclipse C010la 
Goodmall$ Delta 700 
Good mans GC0360R 
Grundig COli 
Harman-Kardon HD710 
JVC XL-V184BK 

NC Xl-V284BK 
JVC Xl-Fll6BK 
JVC Xl-f216BK 

NC XL-'15 74811 
Krlnwood OP-2060 
Kenwood OP-R4070 

Kenwood Dl'-3060 

180 
200 
100 
129 
180 
180 
200 

200 

230 

300 
899 
210 
260 

270 
310 
280 
350 
450 

220 
250 
270 
235 
280 

329 
400 
250 
270 
400 
400 
450 
500 
230 
270 
320 
450 
750 

2,350 
320 
350 
350 
370 

430 
230 
300 

300 
380 
500 

1,000 
250 
250 
300 
250 
450 
650 
220 

250 
280 
300 
350 
400 
249 
249 
599 

150 
150 
150 
200 
200 
240 
140 
150 

170 
180 
80 

HO 

120 
170 
250 
120 
140 
180 
200 
250 
160 
200 
200 

PRICE GUIDE - : 
I 

Kenwood OP-M5570 
Kenwood OP-5060 

llDanan D-322 
Marantz l»-53 
Maranlz CC-45 
NAO 510 

HAD 502 

NAO 512 
Onkyo OX-710 
Onkyo OX-703 
Philips C0163 
Philips C07ll 
Philips C0721 

Ph'rlipsCD740 
Pioneer P0-77 

Pioneer PD-103 
Pioneer P0-203 

Pioneer PD-S504 
Pioneer PO-M603 

Rots! RCD-930AX 
Rots! RCD-940BX 
Sanyo CPM2403 
Sony COP-M302 
Sony COP-312 
Sony CDP-561E 
Sony CDP-C325M 

Sony CDP-1:345 
Sony COP-761E 
Teac CO-PllOO 

Teac l»-P3200 
Teac CO-P3450 
Teac C0-3 
Tea<: P0-02200 
Technics SL-PG370 
Technics Sl-PG470AK 
Technics SL-PG570AK 
Technics Sl-PS670AK 

Technics 1278 
Yamaha COC-555 
Yamaha COC-655 

Aiwa OX-C100M 

AMCCD6 
An:am Alpha One 

An:am Alpha 5 Plus 
Audio Innovations Alto 

Audio lnnMtlons Alto Chr 

Aura C0100 
Creek C042 
Denon DCD-1015 
Grundig COC 14 
Harman-Kardon HD7325 
Harman-Kardon FL8450 
Harman-Kardon H0730 

Hanman-Kardon HD7425 
Hanman-f\ardon HD7525 
NC Xl-Z674BK 
JVC XL-M408BK 

Kenwood DP-7060 
Marantz l»-63Mkll 
Maranlz CD-10 10 
Maranlz C0-1020 
Micromega Minium CD 
Musical Fidelity EGO 

CD players are 
getting better 
and cheaper 
all the time. 

250 
250 

200 
200 
250 
189 
239 
250 
200 
240 
100 
120 
130 

170 
100 

140 
160 

200 
250 

200 
250 
200 
130 

150 
200 
230 

230 
250 
140 

150 
179 
250 
250 
130 
150 
170 
200 
250 
199 
249 

500 

349 
300 

470 
399 
449 
400 
500 
300 
300 
299 
300 
300 
349 
400 
300 
300 

380 
270 
300 
334 
350 
300 

HAD 514 
NAO 517 

Nal<amichiMB4s 

Onkyo DX-7210 
Onkyo FL8300 
Onkyo OX-Clll 

Onkyo DX-7510 
Onkyo DX-750 
Or8l1e l»-100 
Pioneer PO-S703 
Pioneer PO-M703 
Pioneer PO-S904 
Pioneer PO-OM802 

Pioneer PO-S901 
Pioneer P0-1M3 

Rots! RCD-965BX 
Rotel RC0-9708X 
Rotsi RCI>-9658XD 
Rote! RC0-965BX LEO 

Sony CDP-XA2ES 
Teac Cl>-5 

Arcam Alpha 6 

An:am Del1a 250 
An:am Del1a 270 
DPA Renaissance 

Harman-Kardon HD7625 

Harman-f\ardon H07725 
Kenwood OP-12070 
Linn Mimik 
Luxman 0-373 
Maranlz C0-72 Mk 11 

Meridian 563 
Mendian 506 

Meridian 200 

Micromega Stage 1 
Micromega Stage 2 
Micromega Stage 3 
Musical Fidelity E600 
Nairn CD3 
Nakamichi M82s 
Onix C033 
Pioneer PO-flOO 
Quad 778 
Quad 77M 
Sony CDP..(XIOO 

Teat YRDS-10 
Teac VROS-10SE 
Technics Sl-P2000 
Thule CD100 

AVI S2000MC 
Copland CDA-288 
Jadis JS-1 
Krell CO-OSP Mk 11 
Krell CO OSPII 5000 
Krell KPS20i 
Luxman 0500XS 
Maranlz C0-10 
Marantz C0-16 
Maranlz C0-15 
Maranlz C0-23 
Mclntosh MCD7008 

:. - ! 

370 Mclntosh MC07009 2,635 
400 Meracus AURIGA 1,295 

350 Meracus FU\GRARE 2,495 

260 Meracus AMAGO 3,995 
280 Meracus IMAGIO 4,495 
290 Meridian 606 1.350 

350 Meridian 508 1,475 
350 Micro-Seiki CO-M20C 3,695 

500 Micro-Seiki COM2000X 4,689 

300 Mission DistJDacmas!sf 1,900 
300 Musical Fidelity FCD 1,499 
400 Nairn C02 1,977 
450 Nairn COS 3,751 

499 Pioneer P0-95 2,500 
500 Roksan ATT-OP3P 1,495 

300 Teac VROS-20 1,299 
375 YBA 2 2,999 

375 AOT Drive 1 3,499 
425 ATD Drive 1 3,499 

400 Audio Alchemy DOS Ill 700 

350 Audiolab 8000COM 1,400 
Audiomeca Damnation 950 
Audiomeca Damnation SE 1,100 

600 Audiomeca Kreatura 1.199 

750 Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1,250 

800 Audiomeca Kreatura 1,299 
895 Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1,450 
550 Auc!iomllca Mephisto 2,100 
800 Coonllrpoillt OA-llE 1,495 
600 OPA Enlighlenment 635 
798 Jadis JCOT 8,000 
550 Krell KSP20i/l 1,100 
600 Krell M0-20 4,999 
750 Krell M0-10 7,990 
875 Krell KPS 20T 8,490 
895 Krell OT-10 9,090 
550 UnnKarik 1,497 
700 Meridian 500 1,095 
900 Meridian 602 1.750 
599 Micromega Drive l 700 
977 Micromega Drive 2 1,000 
700 Pink Trianate Cardinal 795 
999 PS Aud'10 Lambda tr 2,250 
600 Roksan ATT-OP3 1,295 
700 Teac YRDS-Tl 550 
900 Teac VRDS-7 599 
800 TeacP-700 900 
770 Teac p.zs 4,000 
850 Tho1a Oabl Basic 11 2,298 

1,000 Theta Data Ill NTSC 5,345 
849 Theta Data Ill NTSC/PAL 5,879 

Thorens TC02000 900 

Wadi& 8 3,195 
1,249 Wadia 20 4,370 
1,799 XTC COT- !LE 1,250 
8,068 An:am Black Box 50 480 

5,000 ktlim Black Box 500 750 
5,000 Coonllrpoillt OA-IOE 1,895 
9,990 Unn Numerik 1,075 
4,500 Pink Triangle Onlinal 837 
1,200 Pink Triangle OaCapo 1,536 
1,400 PS Audio UltraUnk 2 HDCD 2,650 
3,000 PS Audio Rill Unk 4,550 
4.000 Teat D-Tl 500 

.... 2,195 Trtchord Pulsar Ser One 1,395 

JULY/AUGUST 1996 99 



DIGITAL RECORDERS 

NCXM-OIBK 
Meridian COR 
Philips OCCI34 
Philips OCC730 
Philips OCCI70 
Philips OCC951 
Pioneer 0-05 
Pioneer 0-07 

PDR-05 
MO-M11E 

MOA-JA3ES 
MBS501 
OTC80ES 
R-9 

900 
4,500 

150 
250 
250 
280 
800 

1,150 
1,300 

450 
799 
800 
800 

1,200 

Maxell HP-500 
Maxell HP-1000 
Maxell HP-2000 
Maxell HP-3000 
Pioneer SE-5 
Pioneer SE-15 
Pioneer SE-32 
Pioneer SE-52 
Pioneer SE-15V 
Pioneer SE-330D 
Pioneer SE-400D 
Ross RE-233 
Ross RIH-150 
Ross RE-235 
Ross RE-234 
Ross RE-229 
Ross RE-2030 
Ross RMH-300 
Ross RE-280 
Ross RE-246 
Ross RE-223 
Ross RMH-500CO 
Ross RIH-360CO 
Ross RE-206DCO 
Ross RMH-31 OTV 
Ross RIH-550 
Ross RIH-460CD 
Ross RDH-2DOCO 
Ross RDH-1 OOCO 
Ross ROH-3DOCD 
Ross RDH-400CD 
Sennheiser HD26 
Sennheiser HD36 
Sennheiser H056 
Sennheiser Vegas 
Sennheiser Manhattan 
Sennheiser HD60TV 
Sennhetser HD445 11 
Sony MDR-E505 
Sony MDR-E515EX 
Sony MDR-007 Mk 11 
Sony MDR-009 
Sony MDR-W07l 
Sony MDR-A009 
Sony MDR-E515V 
Sony MDR-V50 
Sony MOR-E525 
Sony MOR-24 
Sony MOR-25 
Sony MOR-Wl2l 
Sony MOR-OD8TV 
Sony MOR-E535 
Sony MDR-44 
Sony MDR-009TV 
Sony MDR-35 
Sony MDR-CD30 
Sony MDR-E747MP 
Sony MDR-C05D 
Sony MDR-5747 
Sony MOR-P!TV 
Sony MDR-A22l 
Sony MOR-C0250EX 
Technics RP-HT77 
Technics RP-HT300 
Vivanco SR60 

13 
19 
20 
26 
16 
20 
23 
25 
30 
35 
31 

5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
7 
9 
9 
9 

10 
10 
12 
13 
15 
11 
22 
10 
13 
15 
28 
28 
38 
40 
8 
8 
8 

10 
11 
12 
12 
13 
15 
15 
16 
16 
17 
18 
18 
19 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
22 
22 
28 
30 
40 

3 

PRICE GUIDE 

Vivanco SR12 
Vivanco SR52 
Vivanco SR54 
Vivanco SR14 
Vivanco SR16 
Vivanco SR120 
Vivanco SR250 
V!Vanco SRI 50 
Vivanco SR200 
V!Vanco SR300 
Vivanco SR606 

AKG K44 
AKG K135 
AKG Kl41 
AKG K240 Monitor 
AKG K2221R 
AKG K270 
AKG K280 Parabolic 
AKG K400 
AKG K270 Studio 
AKG K500 
AKG K3331R 
AKG K4441R 
AKG K340 
AKG KlOOO 
AudiO Techmca ATH910PRO 
Beyer OT311 
Beyer OT331 
BeY'r DT411 
Beyer DT431 
Beyer OT511 
Beyer OT531 
Beyer IRS790 
Beyer omo Pro 
Beyer Dnoo 
Beyer DT801 
Beyer DT990 Pro 
Beyer OT811 
Beyer IRS890 
Beyer OT901 
Beyer DT911 
Denon AH-D210 
Oenon AH-0350 
Oenon AH-D550 
Denon AH-D650 
Oenon AH-0750 
Denon AH-0950 
Jecklin Floal Model ! 
Jec�in float Model 2 
Jecklin float ELS 
NC HA-D727 
NC HA-D710 
JVC HA-D910 
JVC HA-D 1000 
NC HA-F25 
Kenwood KH-5000 
Nakamichi SP7 
Pioneer SE -500D 
Pioneer SE-700D 
Sennheiser H0414 Class 
Sennheiser H0455 
Sennheiser H0465 
Sennheiser IS360/IJK 
Sennheiser HD475 
Sennheiser H025 SP 
Sennheiser H0535 
Sennhetser H0545 Rei 
Sennheiser H0565 Ovat'n 
Sennheiser H0265 linear 
Sennheiser IS450 
Sennheiser H025 
Sennheiser IS550 
Sennheisor HO 580 P'cision 
Sennheiser IS850 
Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 
Sennheiser Orpheus 
Sony MDR-CD450 
Sony MOR-IF210 
Sony MOR-CD550 
Sony MOR-033 
Sony MDR-IF210K 
Sony MDR-D55 
Sony MDR-CD750 
Sony MDR-D77 
Sony MDR-610k 
Sony MDR-CDIOOO 
Stax SR34 
Stax SR Gamma 
Stax SR84 
Stax SR lambda 
Stax Gamma Pro 
stax lambda Pro 
Stax lambda Sig 
Stax Omega 
Technics RP-HT400 
Technics RP-HT600 
Technics RP-HT700 
Techmcs RP-flO 
Technics RP-f30 
V!Vanco IR5700 
VNanto IR5000 
VNanc R850 

7 
8 

15 
19 
20 
25 
30 
40 

42 
46 
74 
82 

100 
112 
111 
118 
121 
138 
150 
180 
191 
646 

90 
49 
59 
69 
89 
99 

129 
129 
139 
139 
159 
163 
179 
199 
199 
219 
45 
65 
80 
95 

130 
150 

75 
99 

399 
43 
55 
65 

250 
699 

70 
70 
48 
60 
50 
50 
65 
70 
75 
85 

100 
120 
140 
140 
150 
160 
180 
200 
860 
998 

9,652 
45 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 
90 

120 
190 
200 
169 
239 
259 
349 
399 
449 
549 

1,695 
50 
60 
70 

100 
180 

50 
50 
50 

Vivanco IR6000 
Vivanco SR909 
Vivanco IR6500 
Vivanco SRJOOO!Fl 
Vivanco IR71 00 
YIVanco IR7600 
VIVanco SR2001Fl 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Advent Mini 
Alilson AllOO 
AMC WM50 
B&W Solid HCMI5 
B&W OM302 
B&W Solid HCM2 
Bose XLIOOO 
Canon SV-15 
Canon S-CJO 
Celestion Little 1 
Celeslion I 
Celestion Impact I 0 
Celestion CSC 
Oenon SC-M2 
Oenon SCM2 
Gale Ref Monitors 
Genexxa GX330 
GLL Arena 
GLL Arena HF 
Goodmans Active 75 
Goodmans MIOO 
Goodmans HTJ 00 
lnteraudio XL I 000 
Jamo Studio 80 
Jamo Conwt 20.4 
Jamo Studio 110 
Jamo SAT160 
Jamo 0115 
Jamo Cornet 30.4 
Jamo Artina 
Jamo SAT200 11 
JBL Control One 
JPW Minim SGL SHD 
JPW Minim Pair Solid 
JPW Sonata Vinyl 
JPW Sonata 
NC SX-SCIVBK 
JVC SP-V50 
NC SP-X220TBK 
NC SP-X550BK 
KEF Cnda 7 
Mission 73S 
MISSIOn 73ll 
Mordaunt-Short MS05i 
Pioneer CS-3030 
Realistic Minimus 3.5 
Realistic Minimus 21 
Realistic M'mus 26 
Realistic Minimus Pro-7 
Realistic Minimus Pro-77 
Revolver Beretta 
Sony SS-E300 
Sony SS-V77 
Sony SS-E500 
Sorw SS-J90AV 
Sony SS85E 
Sony SSI25E 
TOl Near Field Monrtor 
TOLNFM 
Teac LS-XB 
Technics SB-CS55 
Technics SB-CS75 
Whartedale Centre Cube 
Whartedale Valdus 100 
Whartedale Diamond 6R 
Whartedale Valdus 200 
Whartedale Modus Micro 
Whartedale Modus Centre 
Yamaha NS-CBO 
Yamaha .NS-EBO 

Acoustic Energy AEl 00 
Advent Baby 2 
Allison All05 
AMC WM75 
B&W CWM5 

·B&W OM601 
B&W Solid Monitor 
Base XL2000 

70 
70 
90 

110 
120 
140 
140 

99 
100 
120 
125 
130 
130 
115 

99 
130 

99 
99 

129 
129 

80 
80 

100 
80 
89 
99 
65 
80 

100 
100 

70 
90 

100 
110 
110 
110 
120 
130 
115 
50 
89 

100 
120 
60 
80 

100 
130 
129 
100 
130 
100 
120 

30 
30 
56 
60 

100 
100 

50 
50 
80 

100 
100 
120 
100 
100 
80 
80 

lOO 
49 
79 
99 

109 
109 
119 
99 

120 

200 
149 
170 
160 
150 
199 
200 
160 

Bose Xl3000 
Bose 101 M'ble Monitor 
Boston Acoustics HD5 
Boston Acoustics 325 
Boston Acoustics CR6 
Boston Acoustics Runabout 
Boston Acoustics 350 
Boston Acoustics 335 
Boston Acoustics Satellrtes 
Boston Acoustics CRI 
Canon S-25 
Canon S-30 
Canon S-820 
Celestion CS 135 
Celestion 3 MKII 
Celestion MP! 
Celestion CS2 
Celestion CS4 
Celestion Centre 2 
Celestion 5 Mkll 
Celestion Impact 15 
Cerwin Vega HED165 
Oenon SC-E313 
Oenon SC-E313 
Gale Model 4 
Genexxa GX650 
GLL Arena SW 
GLL lmagio IC100 
Goodmans HTJ70 
Grundig BXI 
Harman-Kardon LS0200 
Harman-Kardon LS0300 
Heybrook Pnma 
Heybrook Solo 
Infinity SM65 
Infinity Reference li 
Infinity Reference 11i 
fnteraudio XL2000 
lnteraudio XL3000 
lnteraudio XL4000 
Jamo Studio 140 
Jamo SAT300 11 
Jamo Cornet 40 4 
Jamo 0135 
Jamo Studio 180 
Jamo SAT500 
Jamo Converta 
Jamo Converta light 
Jamo Dl65 
Jamo Cornet 60.4 
JBL TIXIll 
JBL TIX121 
JPW PI Vinyl 
JPWPI 
JPWAP2 
KEF Coda 8 
KEf 60S 
Kenwood LS-2006 
Mission 73C 
MISsion 732 
Monilor Audio MA301 
Monitor Audio Monitor I Gold 
Mord aunt-Short MSIOi 
Mordaunt-Short CS-1 Oecormatch 
Mordaunt-Short HT30 
Mordaunt-Short SW! 
Mordaunt-Short MS20i 
NAD 800 
Philips legend FB72011 
Pioneer CS-5030 
llllkRT3 
QLN OuBic111 
Rega Kyte 
Revolver Colt 
Revolver Purdey Mk 11 
Rogers lSl 
Royd The Herald 
Tannoy 631 
Tannoy 632 
TOL NFM2 
IDL SBR 
Technics SB-CS95 
TechniCS SB-M20 
Visonik Oavid 5001 
Visonik Sub 4 
Visomk Oav1d 6001 
Whartndale Modus Mini 
Whartedale Valdus 300 
Whartedale Modus One 
Whartedale Modus Sub-bass 
Whartedale Modus Three 
Whartedale Valdus 400 
Yamaha NS-C110 
liP AI 

Advent Graduate 
Advent Prodigy 
Alllson MS200 
Allison ALIIO 
Allison Altl5 
Allison C06 
AMC WMIOO 
B&0 BeovoK CX50 

180 
190 
139 
139 
149 
169 
179 
179 
179 
199 
150 
180 
200 
139 
139 
149 
149 
169 
189 
189 
199 
200 
160 
160 
200 
140 
139 
170 
150 
160 
149 
199 
139 
199 
150 
150 
200 
140 
160 
200 
140 
140 
140 
160 
170 
170 
180 
200 
200 
200 
140 
170 
150 
170 
200 
189 
199 
200 
150 
200 
200 
200 
140 
150 
150 
150 
200 
149 
200 
170 
200 
200 
198 
139 
199 
149 
198 
149 
189 
180 
200 
150 
200 
132 
!54 
163 
139 
149 
159 
179 
199 
199 
149 
199 

219 
299 
220 
220 
280 
300 
210 
300 

HI-FT CHOICE 



B&W CWM6i 240 
B&W Solid HCM1 249 
ll&WDM602 300 
B&W Solid Powerbass 300 
B&W CWMBi 300 
Bose XL4000 220 
Bose VS lOO 250 
Bose 151 Environmental 270 
Bose 161 freestyle 275 
Bose 201 Ser Ill 290 
Bose C'puter RoomMate 300 
Bose Video RoomMate 300 
Bose Roomate 11 300 
Boston Acoustics 360 Ser 11 209 
Boston Acoustics CRB 239 
Boston Acoustics 380 249 
Boston Acoustics CR9 279 
Boston Acoustics Voyager 299 
Canon V-100 210 
Canon S-35 250 
CasUe ISIS 229 
Castle Durham 900 300 
Celestion 7 Mkll 239 
Celestion 9 269 
Celestion Impact 20 279 
Celestion lt 299 

n Impact 23 300 
Cerwin Vega Hll20 250 
Cerwin Vega VSB 250 
Cerwin Vega HE0265 300 
Cerwin Vega SAT-6 300 
Oali 1028 260 
GLL lmagio IC1l0 300 
Heybrook HBl 269 
Infinity SM85 250 
Infinity lnf IV Sat 300 
lama Classic 4 250 
Jamo Art 250 
Jamo 02650 300 
lama 307A 300 

. 
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JBL Tl.X50 250 Whartedale Modus five 259 
JBL Tl.X60 300 Whartedale Valdus 500 299 
JPWAP3 230 Yamaha NS10M 250 
JVC SP-X990BK 230 ZVP AlT 219 
JVC SX-SW10 300 zyp A2S 275 
KEF 010 229 ZVP A25T 295 
KEF Coda 9 299 
KEF 70S 299 
Kenwood LS-300G 300 Advent Legacy 2 349 
Keswick Audio Palermo 259 Advent laureate 499 
Linn Sekrit On Passive 298 Allison COl 380 
Linn Sekrit In Passive 298 Allisoo All20 420 
Micromega Minium MSl 300 Audio Innovations Alto 329 
Mission 733 300 Audio Note AN-KB 499 
Mission 751 300 AVI Neutron 499 
Monitor Audio Monitor 7 Gold 11 245 B&O Beovox CXlOO 400 
Monitor Audio MA100G 280 B&O Beovox RL6000 450 
Monitor Audio Sub /W/200/92 300 B&O Beovox 4500 475 
Monitor Audio MA201 300 B&W COM2 400 
Mordaunt-Short MS30i 275 B&W Solid Verticale 400 
Mordaunt-Short HT50 275 B&W AS6 500 
Mordaunt-Short MS25i 300 B&W OM603 500 
NAO 802 249 B&W Signature 7 500 
Pioneer CS-7030 230 Bose 301 VM 380 
Pioneer S-4UK 250 Bose 305 430 
Pioneer S-60 270 Base A' mass AM3 11 500 
Pioneer CS-9030 280 Bose 401 500 
Polk M311 220 Bostoo Aco!lstics SWIO 449 
Polk RT5 250 Boston Acoustics SubSat 6 449 
Polk RT7 300 Casthl Yort 370 
Polk M5 300 Casthl Severn 500 
QLN OuBic 121 250 Celestion 15 389 
RegaB.8 298 Celestion Impact 25 399 
Rogers LS33 249 Celestion Impact 30 429 
Royd Minstrel 259 Celestion SUiSi 429 
Royd Merlin 298 Celestion CS6i 449 
Sysblm Audio 905 250 Celestion CS8i 499 
Tannoy 633�1 300 Cerwin Vega VS lO 350 
TDLRTl2 300 Clements 300si 395 
Visonik Oavid 8001 228 Dali 1048 370 

Dawn Audio Chorus BS 482 
E)tosESll 445 
Faraday SG 345 
Faraday Siren 445 
fullers Sultan 399 
fullers Sultan H.E. 439 
GLL lmagio IC 120 420 
Grundig BX3 Mk 11 350 

Hoybrool< Trio 373 
Heybrool< H8ylo 389 

Heybrooi! Hays1llk 499 
Infinity SM105 350 

Infinity In! Micro 11 400 
Infinity SM115 450 
Infinity SSW-10 Sub 500 

Jamo Classic 6 330 
lama BX!OOA 350 
Jamo 407A 350 
Jamo Graphic 380 

Jamo Classie8 400 
Jamo 03650 400 

Jamo Silhooette 450 
Jamo Atmosphere 450 

Jamo BXI50A 450 

Jamo BX200A 500 

Jamo 477A 500 
JBL Tl.X151 350 

JBL Tl.XIO 400 

JBL Tl.Xl61 400 

JBL Tl.Xl7l 500 

Jordan Watts JHFLG 420 

JPWRuby I 500 
KAL Mini-Rei MKII 395 

KEF 030 379 
Kanwood lS-SOOG 500 
Kaswicf< Audio Aria 11 329 
Linn Tukan 449 

l.Hmley Referente lM4 375 
Lumley Reference LMS 499 
Manticore Minaret 480 

Mission 734 430 
Mission 752 500 
Monitor Audio Monitor 9 Gold 11 350 
Monitor Audio MA302 400 

Monitor Audio MA202 450 
Monitor Audio MA303 500 
Monitor Audio Monitor 14 Gold 11 500 

Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 500 
Mordaunt-Short MS40i 450 

Musi<:al Teclmology Harrier 400 
Ori�n Live OL-lAS 399 

Origin Live Ol-lA 399 

Origin Uve Ol-2A 470 
Origin Uve Ol-1 499 
Penfllchord A 469 
Pioneer S-80 370 

Polk RT8 400 

Polk LS f/x Surround 449 

Polk RT!O 500 

Prof Monitor Co TB t 481 

OLN OuBic 222 375 

Rega ElA Mk 11 498 
Rogers LS55 429 

Rogers Studio 3 499 

Roksan Roksan 1 

Royd The Squire 

Royd Doublet 

Ruarf< SWordsman Plus 11 
Ruark Icon 

Ruark Sabre 11 

Ruarf<Templar 
SO Acoustics SD3R 
Sony SA-W90 

Sony SSA1L 
Spendor 2020 
Tannoy Subsat3 

Tannoy 636 
Tannoy 637 

lDl RTl3 
TOlS11Jdio 0.5 
Technics SB-M300 

Tecl!nics SB-M500 
Triangle Titus TZe 

Triangle Gamete TZe 

UKO-Opera Prima 

Whartedale Modus Seven 

Whartedale Modus One-Three 

Aco!lsticEsle!gyAE1 
Advent Heritage 

Allison COB 
Allison All25 
Allison All30 
Audio Note AN-K!SP 

Audio NoiB AN-JIB 
B&W COM1 

B&W P4 

Base SE-5 Ser 11 System 

Base A'mass AM511 

Boston Acoustics SubSat 7 

CasUe CI!estar  
Castle Harlech 
Celestion Impact 35 

Celestion lOO 

Celestion Impact 40 
Cerwin Vega VS12 

Cerwin Vega OC!O 

Cerwin Vega OC12 
Cerwin Vega VS 15 

Clements fiOOsi 

Dawn Audio Chorus FS 
Epos ESI4 
faraday FS!O 

fullers Pharaoh I 
Gll lmag10 IC130 

Harbettl BBC lS3!SA 
Harbeth HL-P3ES 

Heybrool< Quartet 
lnfinity SM125 

lnfinity SM155 

Jamo Oriel 
lama 507A 

JBL Tl.X181 
Jordan Watts JH200 

JPW Ruby 2 

JVC SX-911WO 

JVC SX-500 Spirit 

KAL Mini-Tower 

KAL Compact Ref 

KAL Tunejal 

KEF a50 
KEF LS3/5a 

KEF 070 

Keswicf< Audio Volante 
Keswick Audio Torino 
Linaeum LFX Wood 

!inn Kalidh Passive 
Lumley Reference LM6 

Meridian A500 

MisSion 735 

Mission 753 
Monitor Audio Studio 2 
Monitor Audio MAG90 1 

Mordaurrt-Short MS50i 
Nairn S-NAXO 3-6 

Nairn S-NAXO 2-4 

Neat Petite 
Orelle Orator 11 
Origin live OL-2 

Pentac!tordB 
Pentachord Pentode 
Pioneer S-200 

Polk RT12 
Polk RTI6 

Polk lS50 
Proac Tablette 50 

Proac Studio 100 

OLN 313 
QLN 929 

QLN Classic One 
Quad 07710L 

RogersABl 
Rogers lS3!5A 
Rogers Sllldio 5 
Roksan Ojan Sub 

Roksan Ojan 3 Black 
Royd The Sorcerer 

� 
, . ' 

495 Ro)IIAIJbot 665 
349 Ruarf<Talismanll 749 
449 Shahinian Super Elf 790 

329 Spendor 2030 599 
359 Spendor LS3/5A 630 
449 SpendorS20 760 
499 Spendor SP3/1 795 
399 Tannoy 625 595 
350 Tarmoy 638 599 
450 Tannoy 0100 649 
399 lDl Sllldio I 699 
399 UKD-Opera Seconda 550 
419 UKD-Opera Riferimento 595 
499 UKD-Opera Operetta 660 
400 
499 
350 Acoustic Energy AE2 950 
450 Apogee Centaur Minor 1,345 
325 ATC SCM!O 995 
475 ATCSCM20 1,499 
450 Audio Note AN-J!SP 999 
339 Aulfto No!B AN-fJ!l 1,299 
439 Audio Physic Step 1.299 

Audiovector 2X 850 

Audi<lYec!Dr 3X 1,500 
764 B&O Beolab 4500 t,200 
579 B&O Beolab 6000 1,450 
550 B&WP5 875 
650 B&W Matrix 805 V 995 
800 B&W OM604 1.000 
699 B&W P6 1,095 
799 B&W Solid BOOASW 1.500 
600 Base A' mass AMI 830 
675 Base 601 MKIII 880 
760 Canon S-75 899 
760 Casth! Howard S2 1,100 
549 Celestion Sl600si 820 
700 Celestion 300 1,099 
799 Celestion lOOSE 1,435 
529 Cerwin Vega OC15 850 
539 Cerwin Vega 1515 1,300 
629 Chord SysAudio Sig 850 
550 Clements Reference I 995 
550 Electrocompaniet T he Oube 1,396 
650 Epos ES22 1,185 
700 Fullers Sphinx 839 
595 fullers Pharaoh 2 1,200 
698 Harbeth Hl-K6 975 
675 Harbeth BBC LS5!12A 1,259 
795 Harbeth HL Compact 7 1,329 
649 Hoybrool< Sextet 1,129 
530 Impulse Kora 1,095 

699 Infinity Kappa 6.li 995 
799 Infinity Kappa 7.1i 1,195 
575 Jamo 707A 900 
550 JBll20 850 
650 JBL L40 1,100 
650 JBL L60 1,200 
700 JBL L80 1,300 
600 JBll90 1,300 
510 JBL L90 1,500 
700 Jordan Watts JH400 820 
660 Jordan Watts JH400M 970 
700 JPW Ruby 3 1,000 
619 JPW Ruby 4 1,300 
650 KAL Trans-double 1,500 
795 KEF Model One 1,099 

529 KEF Model Two 1,499 
649 Ken wood LS-700G 1,200 
729 Keswick Audio Figaro Evolution 899 

629 Keswick Audio Milano 999 
759 Keswick Audio Alto t,299 
649 Keswick Audio Amber t,349 

649 Linaeum LSII 991 
650 linaeum LFX Corian 1.399 
695 Linn Keilidh Aktiv 1.144 
600 Unn Kaber Passive 1,389 
700 Lowther fidelio 1.465 
600 lnmley Refenmce lM3 895 
800 Magnepan SMG-C SE 990 

550 Magnepan MG-0.6 SE 1,370 
719 Manticore Matisse 1.390 
719 Meridian DSP6000 850 
595 Monitor Audio Sllldio 6 900 
699 Monitor Audio MAG902 1,000 
649 Monitor Audio Studio 12 1,000 
519 Monitor Audio MAG903 1,300 
729 Morel704/2 1,000 
600 Origin Live PIWJJ. 975 
600 Philips OSS930S 1.300 
800 Pink Triangle Ventricat 896 
BOO Pioneer S-400 950 
599 Polk lS70 1,200 
699 Proac Response IS 999 
600 Proac Studio 150 1,399 
700 Prof Monitor Co lBI 998 
800 OLN Signature 1,000 
600 OLN Prestige 1,500 

549 OLN Sig Splitlield t,500 

699 Regaxa 1,040 
699 Rogers Sllldio 7 899 
795 Roksan Ojan 3 Rosewood 995 

795 Roksan Ojan 3X Black t,l95 
... 595 Roksan Ojan 3X Rosewood 1,395 
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.. Ruark Broadsword 11 899 
Ruark Paladin 1,099 
SD Acoustics SD5 1,235 
Sonus-Faber Minuetto 898 
Sonus-Faber M Amator 1,498 
Spendor 1040 899 
Spendor SP1/3 930 
Spend or SP l/1 1,330 

Tannoy 0500 1,470 
lDl. Studio !m 899 

ThieiSCS 1,379 
Thiel 1 1,499 
Thiel CS-5 1,499 
Totem Model One 995 
Triangle Antal 975 
Triangle Zays 1,399 
UKD-Opera Super Pavarotti 875 
UKO-Opera Callas 11 895 
UKO-Opera Callas Gold 995 
UKO-Opera Divina 1,390 
Vandars1Ben 2Ce 1,395 

Acoustic Energy AEI Sig 1,995 
Acoustic Energy AE2 Sig 1,995 
Allison I.C. 10 1,500 
Apogee Ribbon Wall 1,750 
Apogee Centaur 2,300 
Apogee Centarus Slant 6 2,400 
ATC SCM10 Tower 1,999 
Audio Note AN-E/SP 1,599 
Audio Physic Spark 2 1,749 
Audio Pbysic Tempo 1,999 
Audiovector 5 1,500 
B&O Beolab 8000 1,999 
B&O Beolab Penta 3 1,500 
B&W Matrix 804 1,595 
B&W Matrix 803s2 1,995 
B&W Matrix 802s3 1,795 
Bose901 VI 1,650 
Boston Acoustics lynfield 300L 2,000 
Cas11eWincllest&r 1,650 
Celestion Kingston 1,500 
Clements Reference 7 1,995 
Dawn Audio Symphony 1,995 
ECA SERVO A.2 2,450 

Epos ES25 1,655 
Fullers Pharaoh 3 2,499 
Gamma Acoustics Epoch Five 1,999 
Gamma Acoustics Epoch Ref Five 2,999 
Genelec !019A 1,572 
Genelec Blamp 1031A 2,068 
Hartieth Hl-SES 1,799 
Helius Syrius 11 2,395 
Helius Syrius I 2,850 
Impulse lali 1,595 
Impulse la' us 2,695 
JBL n woo 1,600 
JBL LIOO 1,800 
JBL Ti 2000 2,000 
JBL Ti 3000 2,700 
Jordan Watts JH I+ I Aspect 1,730 
Jordan Watts JHI+ I Aspect K 2.310 
Jordan Watts Aspect JH I+ I 2,745 
KAL Warlock 1,600 
KEF 104/2 REC 1,799 
KEF Model Three 1,999 
KEF Model Four 2,999 
Kenwood LS-IOOOG 1.700 
Unn Kaber Aktiv 1,135 
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Speak softly and carry a big stick ... 

Lowther Academy 1,805 Electrocompaniet Ellipse 3.760 
Lowther Bel Canto 2,035 Genelec Triamp S30 3,055 
lowther Delphic 2,525 Genelec Triamp 1037A 4,981 
lumley Reference LM1 1,50D Horning Agathon 3,570 
Magnepan MG-10 SE 1.650 Infinity ARS Epsilon 9,995 
Magnepan MG-1.5 SE 1.780 JBL S1600 3,500 
Magnepan MG-1.7 SE 1,650 JBL Ti 5000 3,700 
Martin-logan Aerius 1,188 Jordan Watts JH1K 3,130 
Martin-Logan Stylos 1,993 Jordan Watts Classic JH1KM 4,150 
Meridian OSI'5000 2,995 Jordan Watts Classic JH5K 4,875 
Monitor Audio Studio 10SE 2,200 Jordan Watts Classic JHSKM 5,860 
Mordauni-Short l'llrfonnanc8 860 1,695 Jordan Watts Classic JHIOK 9,340 
Naim SBL Active 1,743 KEF 107/2 REC 3,999 
Naim S8l Passive 1.876 Unn Keltik Aktiv 4,400 
Origin live Conqueror 1,600 lumley Reference LM I 8,500 
Pentachord P'column 1,649 MAG Audio AudiO A90 3,600 
Polk LS90 1,700 Magnepan MG-3.5 SE 3,800 
Posselt Albatros 1,100 Martin-Logan Sequel ll 3,399 
Proac Studio 100 1,850 Martin-Logan CLS llz 4,555 
Proac Response 1S 1,000 Martin-Logan Quest Z 5,350 
Proac Response 2.5 2,700 Martin-logan Monolith IIIP 8,730 
l'luf Monitor Co AB! 1,598 
QLN Reference 1,000 
OLN Rei HOII 2,500 
Rehdeko RK115 1,550 
Rehdeko RKI25 2,750 
Rogers LSS/9 1,531 
Rogers Studio 9 1,549 
Ruark Crusader 11 1,599 
Ruar1< Equinox 1,849 
Ruark Atcolade 1,699 
SD Acoustics SOlE 2,695 
Sllahinian Nr. 1,675 
Shahinian Obelisk 2,490 
Sonus-Faber Electa 1,790 
Sonus-Faber Amator 1,992 
Spend or SP7 /I 1,990 
Spendor SPIOO 2,030 
Tannoy Sterling TW 1,750 
Tannoy 0700 2,100 
Tannoy Edinburgh TW 2.700 
11Jl. Studio Monitor m 2,449 
Thiel CS2.2 2,749 
Triangle Aitinis 1,950 
Triangle Altair 1,850 
UKO-Opera Caruso 11 2,250 

Allison I.C. 20 5,500 
Apogee COD Subwoofer 3,490 
Apogee Stage Sub 3,645 
Apogee Centarus Slant 8 3,700 

ApogeeCaOporSig 3,998 
Apogee Stage I GS 4.100 
Apogee Centaur Major 4.980 
ATC SCM50 3,499 
ATC SCMIOO 4,149 
ATC SCM50A 4,999 
ATC SCM100A 5,699 
Audio Physic Virgo 3,399 
Audio Physic Terra 3,499 
Audio Physic Avanti 5,599 
Audio Physic Caldera 9,999 
Audiovector 6 4,600 
B&WMalrix80ls3 3,795 
B&W Silver Signature 5,000 
Boston Acoustics lynfield 500l 4,449 
Bravura Brio 4,750 
Bravura Accelerando 5,500 
Definitive BP2000 3,600 

Monitor Audio Studio 50 

Naim DBL Active 

Proac Response 3.5 
Prof Monitor Co MB I P 
Prof Monitor Co BB5P 

OLN Artec 1600 

�ESL63 
Rehdeko RK 145 
Rehdeko RKI75 

Shahinian Hawk 

Shahinian Diapason 

Sonus-Faber Guarneri 

Sonus-Faber Extrema 

Sound-lab Oynastat 

Sound-Lab Pristine 11 
Spender SP9/l 
Tannoy GRFM TW 
Tannoy Cantebury 11 

Tannoy Weslminslsr TW 
Tannoy Canterbury 15 
TDL Rei Standard-m 
Thiel CS3.6 

Triaflllle OctantlXa 
Wilson WAP Puppy 11 
Wilson Puppy 5 

Wilson WATT 5 

4,000 
7,414 
4,250 
4,681 
6,754 
4,500 
3,450 
4,250 
7,750 
4,950 
8,350 
5,500 
5,991 
3,790 
6,990 
3,400 
3,500 
5.500 
6,000 
7,000 
4,999 
3,899 
3,950 
5,600 
7,290 
8,800 

•. ·· 

.. 
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EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 

Alphason R14/14 

Alphason RI 7/17 
Alphason R11/12 
Alphason GR24/24 
Alphason GR17/17 
Alphason GR11/12 

Alphason VR14/24 
Alphason VR I 7/17 
Alphason VRI1/12 

Audiophile furniture Base 

100 
100 
100 
130 
130 
130 
160 
160 
160 
4BO 

Oeadrock 701 40 
A-Rax R4 250 
lxos 800 35 
lxos 701 40 
lxos 71J 60 
lxos 802 70 
lxos 803 90 
lxos 802P lOO 
�os 703 lOO 
�os 803P 110 
lxos 804 IJO 
lxos 713 130 
lxos 804P 140 
lxos 704 140 
lxos 705 170 
lxos 714 190 
lxos 715 130 
JPW Add-on 50 
JPW3 tier 80 
JPW 5 tier lOO 
Mana Acoustics Sound Frame 125 
Mana Acoustics Mini Table !50 
Mana Acoustics Sound Table 135 
Mana Atoustics 2 Tier Amp stand 325 
Mana Acoustics Relurunce Table 350 
Mana Acoustics 3 Tier Amp Stand 450 
Mana Acoustics 4 Tier Amp Stand 500 
Mana Acoustics 5 rwr Amp stand 600 
Mana Acoustics 6 Teir Amp Stand 700 
Projekt A3 125 
Projekt A4 165 
Projekt AS 105 
Projekt A6 245 
OLN Modulus 115 

Quadraspire Q4 200 
Sound Organisation Z022 60 
Sound Organisation 1230 70 
Sound Organisation Z02l 75 
Sound Organisation 1030 95 
Sound Organisation Z060 liS 
Sound Organisation Z550 125 
Sound Organisation ZD38 130 
SoundStyle X300 170 
SoundStyle X305 100 
SoundStyle X053 200 
SoundStyle X050 100 
SoundStyle XIOO 210 
SoundStyle X058 230 
SoundStyle X3!0 240 
SoundStyle Xl20 240 
SoundStyle X !OS 240 
SoondStyle Select 6105 280 
stands Unique Sound Tower 249 

Targe!B5 175 

11 your components need cossetting, you 
should invest in one of today's snazzy hi-li stands. 
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Who said vinyl was 
dead? Platters 
still matter! 

TON EAR MS 

Air Tangent Tangent lOB 
Air Tangent Ref. Sig. 
Alpha son Xenon 
Alpha son Xenon MCS 
Alphason HR100S 
Alphason HR lOOS MCS 
Audiomeca Sl5 
Decca U Arm 
Decca UR Arm 
Oynavector 507 
Graham L5T 
Hetius Orion 4 Copper 
Helius Orion 4 Silver 
Helius Cyalene 2 
Kuzma Stogi 
Kuzma Stogj Rei 
Unn Akito 
LinnEI!os 
Manticore Musician 
Manticore Magician! 
Manticore Magician2 
Moth Ann 
Moth Mk Ill 
Nairn ARO 
Nottingham Analogue Space 
Nottingham Analogue Mentor 
Nottingham Analogue Alien 
Rega RB250 

Rap RB300 
Rollsan Tabriz Basic 

7,777 
11,000 

186 
370 
490 
550 

1,999 
49 
99 

2,175 
2,550 

549 
725 

1,495 
600 

1,000 
209 

1,297 
415 
750 
850 

95 
146 
992 
350 
750 

1,200 
95 

139 
275 

Roksan Tabriz Zi 
Roksan Artemiz 
SME 3009 Ser ll lmp 
SME 3009 S2 Ser ll lmp 
SME Series 11 3009-R 
SME Senes 113010-R 
SME Series 113012-R 
SME Series 300-309 
SME Series 300-310 
SME Series 300-312 
SME Serias IV 
SME Series V 
Townshend Excalibur 
Wheaton Tri-Pianar 4 
Wheaton Tri-Pianar 4C 
Wilson Benesch ACTJ 
Zeta as 

TUNERS 

Aroam Alpha 5 Plus 
Artam Delta 280 
Aodiolab 8000T 
Aure TUBO 
AVI S2000MT 
Day Sequerra FM Ref . 
Day Sequerra S B'dcast Mon 
Denon TU-260L 
Denon TU-215RD 
Denon TU-380RD 
Good mans GST650 

395 
895 
194 
321 
490 
501 
538 
657 
672 
763 
936 

1,391 
799 

2,750 
3,000 

975 
469 

220 
399 
800 
350 
599 

5,937 
14,640 

120 
!50 
200 

90 
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Goodmans Delta 700 100 
Grundig Tl2 170 
Harman-Kardon TU930 180 
Harman-Kardon TU950 200 
Hannan-Kardon TU9400 299 
NCFX3628K 130 
Kenwood KT-1060l 120 

KBnwood KT-2060l 140 
Kenwood KT-3050L 170 
Kenwood KT-6050 300 
Unn Ksemlin 1,995 
luxman T-353 200 
Magnum Dy!ullab FTll 550 
Magnum Oynalab FTI01 825 
Magnum FT101 Etude 1,250 
Marantz ST-55 150 

Marantz ST-72 300 

Mclntosh MR7084 1,550 
Meridian 504 625 
Mandian 604 1,350 
Michi RHT-10 895 
Micromega Minium FM 300 
Micromega Tuner 700 

Mission Cyrus FM7 400 
Musical Fidelity £50 300 
Musical Fidelity £500 499 
Musical Fidelity FT 899 
NAD 412 190 
Nairn NAT03 566 
Nairn NAT02 1,028 

NaimNAT01 1,645 
Nakamichi ST3s 350 

Onix BWD1 420 

Onkyo T-401 160 

Dnkyo T-430RDS 190 
Onkyo T-409 230 
Onkyo T-450RDS 260 
Onkyo T-411RDS 280 
Onkyo R-811RDS 420 
Pioneer F-203RDS 130 
Pioneer F-303RDS 180 

Pioneer F-502RDS 250 

QuadFM66 554 
Rats! RT-950BX 220 

Fondle those airwaves! 
Before they go digital! 

Tuners aplenty for 
those who thirst after 

the Light Programme. 

Rotel RT-990BX 
Sony STS2lllB 
Sony STS311LB 
Sony STS505ES 
Teac T-R400 
Teac T-R450 
Ttlcllnics ST-GT350L 
Technics ST-GT550l 
Technics ST-GT650l 
Thorens TRT2000 
Yamaha TX-480l 

TURNTABLES 

Akai AP A950 
Anston Pro-1200 
Dual CS3700/3701 
Dual CS435 
Dual CS503-2 
Dual 505-4 UK 
Dual CS/50-1 
Dual Golden 11 
Genexxa lab-710 
Genexxa lab-81D 
Goodmans Delta 700 
GrundigTil 
Kenwood KD-491F 
UonBasik 
Michell Mycro 
Moth Alamo 
Moth Turntable 
Moth Kanoot Mk I Arm 
Moth Kanoot Mk Ill Arm 
NAD 5120 
Pioneer Pl-125 
Pioneer Pl-335 
Pro-ject 0.5 
Pro-ject 1 
Pro-ject t (E) 
Pro-ject 2 
Pro-ject 2/0rtofon 
Pro-ject 6 
Pro-jecl6/0rtofon 
Rega Planar 78 
Roga Planar 2 
Raga Planar 3 
Roksan Radius 
Sony PSlX150H 
Sony PSLX431B 

Sysmmdek V920 
Sys\Bmdek lll'J900 
Systamdak 1/920/Molh 

Sysmmdek 11Xf/900Ap 
Technics Sl-BD20 
Technics SL-BD22 
Technics Sl-t2l0Mkll 
Technics Sl-1200Mkll 
Thorens T0180/AT91 
Thorens T0t80/S500 
Thorens T0280 IV/UK 
Thol!ns TOI66 VWIIJBC 
Thorens T0166 VI/UK/AT 
Thorens T0166 VVUK/RB 

500 
130 
200 
250 
l20 
140 
150 
200 
250 
450 
110 

179 
l60 
85 

130 
170 
200 
350 
500 

60 
70 
55 

180 
100 
349 
435 
l75 
199 
249 
299 
129 
120 
150 
145 
185 
209 
249 
275 
379 
435 
l98 

198 
260 
460 

90 
150 

136 
230 
235 
388 
t6D 
l80 
500 
500 
180 
200 
200 

200 
270 

300 

Alpllason Sonata 835 
Alpha son Sonata/Atlas t.235 
Alphason Symphony 1,860 
Audiomeca Romance l,675 
Audiomeca Jl 2.500 
Audiomeca Jl/Sl5 4,250 
Basis Ovation 11 4.800 
Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 7,200 
Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9,250 
ONM Rota 2 4,800 
DNM Reson Rota I 3,500 
Kuzma Stabitl'S 1,200 
Kuzma Stabi R&fJ1'S 3,000 
Unn !Pl2 Basik 745 
linn LP12 Valhalla 894 

Unn !P12 Ungu 1,345 
Manticore Mantra 950 
Manticore Magister 3,990 
Michell Mycro/arm 5 77 
Micbell Gyrodek 825 
Michell Gyrodek/arm 967 
Michell Orbe l.950 
Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck 600 
Nottingham Analogue Illusion 600 
Nottingham Analogue HyperSpacedeck l,200 
Nottingham Analogue Graphic 1,200 
Nottingham Analogue Mentor 2,200 
Nottingham Analogue Mentor Ref 4,800 
Origin Live Oasis-S 899 

Pink Triangle flport 948 
Pink Tria!llle Annive!sary 1,797 
Pink Triangle AnnVOC PSU 2,173 

Pro-ject 6fSumiko 699 
Roksan Radius/fabriz 735 
Roksan Radiu!/l'abriz zi 855 
Roksan Xerxes tO 1,195 
Roksan T MS 1,750 

SME Model 20 3.240 

SME Model 20A 4,631 
Thorens TD3001BC 630 

Thorens T02001 700 
Thorens T03001JUK 770 
Thorens T0520 900 
Townshend Mklll Rock 799 
Voyd 0.5 3,940 
Voyd Relemnce 6,962 
Well Tempered Record Player 1,800 
W•ll Tempered Classic 2,800 

Well Tempered Super 3,500 
Well Tempered Reference 5,000 
Wilson Benesch l ,550 

Remember that all 

entries printed in RI; D 

refer to hi·fi products 

that we have reviewed. 

TUrn to page 104 

for a full summary 

of test results! 
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he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, processing the outputs related. Some of the finest amplifiers available have outputs as low as 

from the various music sources as necessary and then driving 12 Watts, but team them with high efficiency loudspeakers and you can 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are achieve loudness aplenty. 

integrated into a single box at the low-to-middle price points; but become Power output is equally no indication of sound quality. 

separated into preamps and power amplifiers. Even separate power 

supplies become increasingly common as one moves upmarket. 

Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not necessarily 
� Best buy 4 Recommended 

UNE INPUTS, Amount of input sockets for roo �� sourcos such 

as CD player.;, tuners and cassette decks. 

MM PHONO INPUT, �an amp has a vin� phoflo input for moving 

magnet (normal output) cartridges. 

MC PHONO INPUI �an amp has a �nyl phono input for 

rooving coil (�w output) cartr�ges. 
REMOTE CONTROL �amp is couch potato ready. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET, �an amp is can friend�. 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 

POWER OUTPUT (W), l<!b fesf!>:fi'M"f ruljxJf" Walls per chanre. 

RECEIVER, �an amp has a buiH in rad� turer 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback referenco for ordenng a lax 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the factsback 

information page. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-R Cho<e in which the on�nal revew 

appeared. 

Produd Price(£) Comments 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 

Alchemist Maxim AP030A 299 Vivid and colourful sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy. 

AMC 3050 220 Low-price NAD-alike amplifier that is polite and modest but rather wooden. Phono better than line. 

AMC CVT3030 529 Attempt to mix transistors with valves only shines with simple musical styles. 

Arcam _Aip�lus 
Arcam Alpha 6 Plus 

4 Arcam Delta 290 
4 Audio Innovations Alto 
4 Audio Innovations S700 
4 Audio Note Ongaku 
4 Audio Note Oto SE 
4 Audiolab 8000A 
4 Audiolab 8000S 

Aura VAIOO 11 
Cambridge Audio AI 
Chimera X-80 

4 Copland CSA-14 
Creek 4240 
Creek 4240SE 

4 Denon PMA-250 Ill 
4 Oenon PMA-350 11 
4 Oenon PMA-450SE 
4 Oensen Beat 8100 

OPA Renaissance 
EMF Audio Sequel 
Exposure XX Super 
Gamma Acoustics Gemini 
Harman-Kardon HK610 

4 Harman-Kardon HK1400 
Harman-Kardon HK640 
John Shearne Phase 2 
JVC AX-R5BK 
JVC AX-A472BK 

4 JVC AX-A662 
4 Kenwood KA-3020SE 

----

Kenwood KA-3060R 
Kenwood KA-5050R 
�Integrated Zero 
Linn Majik-1 (Phono) 

4 �gnum IA170 
Magnum Quartet 

4 Ma�num Class A 
Marantz PM-44 Mkllse 

4 Mission Cyrus Ill 
Musical Fidelity EIO 

4 Musical fidelity EIOO 
Myryad Ml 120 

4 Nairn Nait 3 
Onix OA21S 
Onix OA31 
Onkyo A803 

4 Orelle SA-lOO 
4 Pioneer A-303R 

Pioneer A-300X 

240 Detailed improvement on predecessor, but lacks 'air' 
350 Very mid-band oriented sound that was bright, yet lacks detail. Good for smaller speakers. 

500 Combines dry restraint with detail, dynamics and musical colour. 
329 Desprte a lack of bass. rt strll sounds open, natural and relaxed. 

__!_.199_ Turns the roughest of digital sounds into understated and graceful music. 
56,000 A single ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world. 
1,500 Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power. 
500 The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature sounding amp. 
650 Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab's best yet! 
330 

100 
BOO 

1,099 
279 
350 

160 
230 
280 
600 
595 
349 
700 
699 
200 

400 

Big, smooth yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar 
Dull musically - but at this price, Hobson's choice 
Stonking looks, powerful, but ultimately lacking in dynamics Tested in Sessions 

Great sound and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables 
Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical rethink is more successful via MM than CD. 
At best, bland and plodding, at worst grainy, shouty and hanky. Best on simple rock. 
High resolution amp, can loses its grip but is engaging and enJoyable. 
Modifications give this amp a powerful up-front and compelling performance. 
Based on the original '450 and offers a fast, furious and entertaining sound. 
Seriously well controlled amp that does everything well. Very slightly shut-in sounding. 
DPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tastes. 
Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek. 
Rather transistorised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm. Best played loud. 
Genuine srngle-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build 
Lively and friendly sound, but could prove too exciting for the faint hearted 

Relaxed, confident sound is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 
450 Breezy, nimble sounding amp lacks grip and fortitude - it can sound artificial and insubstantial 
649 
200 
250 
329 
200 
230 
350 
499 
593 

270 
329 
599 
200 
500 
300 

Either a natural-sounding superstar or nasal and hard to listen to- make up your own mind' 
Versatile, and lots of even-handed. articulate detail; but let down by superficiality 
Unpredictable performer that is initially impressive but ohen ends up sounding starchy and tiring. 

Huge, trdy and ordered soundrng behemoth of an amp. Now drscontrnued so hunt around. 

Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding amp via CD 
Classy engrneering, but sound is over-dry, ohen frustratingly restrained and rather unsophisticated. 
A listenable but neither particularly communicative nor captivating amplifrer. 
Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic 
The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused. 

Gives a realistic sense of instruments playing within a very believable acoustic, preserves colour & dynamics well 
An integrated model that incorporates four monoblocks optimised for bi-wiring. but sound is sandy in the treble 
Lashings of rich and compelling music, but the Class A trades lushness for accuracy. 
Two generations on from the PM-40SE, this new model gives a disapporntingly grey view of music 
The classrc Gyrus 11 sounds convrncrng, masterful and musrcal. 
Smooth and high-end ish sound that is marred by a lack of dynamrcs and a touch of grain. 

599 Beautifully crahed with a vibrantly colourful, almost dramatic sound. 
530 Despite an ultra-modern appearance, the old-fashioned cold, dry transistor sound. 

550 
430 
480 
260 

449 
200 
230 

Distinctive and highly musical sounding integrated. Perhaps too distinctive for sme tastes. 
CD input sounds dead, but via MM disc, this amplifier has a fresh, vibrant sound. 
Eager to please, dynamic and fresh sounding. but it's grip is wafer thin 
This amp sounds lifeless, vague and disinterested in the music at hand 

A musrcally rewardrng amplifier that grows on you Trace of coarseness m treble. 
Fresh and uncomplicated sound bests much of the audiophile competition. 
This revamped version of the A300 sounds more confident via CD than MM, yet our panel was unmoved. 
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154 
154 
116 

1109 149 
154 

116 
1540 138 

116 
C91 
126 

1581 140 

154 
1541 138 
1463 139 

138 

1416 148 
1127 134 

154 

121 
1128 134 
1258 142 

154 
1582 140 

109 

154 
1416 148 
1465 149 

1011 129 
1542 138 

154 
1466 149 
1259 142 

154 

1130 134 
1260 142 

----

1012 129 
1584 140 
1013 129 

1260 142 
121 

116 
1131 134 
1585 140 

154 

1586 140 
154 

154 
97 

1587 140 
1261 142 

154 
1129 134 

116 
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INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 

Product Price(£) Comments '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' 
4 Pioneer A-400X 300 On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling • • • 50 1545 138 

-

Pioneer A-503R 300 Best via MM disc, the dull and claustrophobic sound is otherwise deeply uninspir� • • 70 1544 138 
Pro-ject Model 7 � A minimalist amplifier brimming with good intent, but too quirky for its own good. Either MM or MC. • 40 1264 142 

Quad 77 650 Stylish remote driven amp, bright and lively. Tested in Sessions • 50 139 

_Rep_!lex 398 Minimalist amplifier sounds forward, hard and unforgiving. • 50 116 
4 Rotel RA970BX 300 Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recording_s. __ • 60 1546 138 ----

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 1,795 Smooth, sophisticated Canadian valve amp with a decent direct input and more features than average. 50 126 
Technics SU-A600 Mk2 230 An amplifier that's great fun to be with, but a little untidy from time to time • • 37 1472 149 

----

4 Technics SU-A900 Mk2 450 Jeckyl and Hyde amplifier with a dismal-sounding phono stage but transparent CD in� • 90 1547 138 
Woodside ISA230 Disc 899 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound. • 30 116 

�---
Yamaha AX-490 250 Widgets aplenty, but unemotional sound evoked an uncertain response from panel • • 85 1473 149 
YBA lntegre _!,19� Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage. 45 121 ---

PREAMPLIFIERS 
Product Price(£) Comments '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' '9' 

4 ��emist Kr'!_ken/Pre 380 Quirky Class A design with an equally warm and colourful sound. 
4 Audio Innovations ll 369 Reviewed with S800 Anniversary- Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole 

Audiolab BOOOC 520 Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all Good value engineering. 
-,A _ud_io_la_b_B _O_ OO_Q _____ 1'-- ,0_00 __ 'I _es_ted with 8000M monoblocks 

4 Conrad-lohnson PV-lOA 1,250 Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build too. Tested in Sessions 
4 Conrad-lohnson Premier 7 11,000 The 7 is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) preamplifiers money can buy. 
4 Copland CTA-301Mkll 1,349 Sweet sounding - but never gets bogged down in audio treacle 
4 DPA DSP200S 495 Dramatic but detailed and transparent sound belies modest power rating (tested with DPA-200S) 
4 EAR 802MC _1299 Tested with £3499 509 Mk 11 - see comments in power amp section 
4 ECA Vista 760 Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music mto your system (tested with lectern) 

Exposure XVII 849 Superbly rhythmical; maybe a tad overpowering in the midband. Tested in Sessions with XVIII Super 
4 ladis JP-30MC 5,978 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with JA30). 

-cK:-re _II __ K_ RC_----
2s ______ 4'--,1_90'-- This is an exquisitely refined and transparent design (tested with KSA-SOS in Statemen_ ts_) __ 

Meridian 501 625 Tight, positive sound, but dispassionate; intense at high levels. Tested with 555 
Meridian 562V 895 Transparent and capable preamp, also features 6 digital inputs 

4 Moth 30 Passive 149 Modular system gives crackmg results. Pass1ve preamp and power amp warrant Best Buy (tested with 30/Stereo 60). 
Musical Fidelity £200 � Weighty, luxuriant but hardly scintillating. Tested with MF E300 
NAD Monitor lOOOS __ _:3:...:4.:...9 _ Sounds a little restrained. 

Quad 34 414 Good filtering and above average tone controls, but lacks detail and dynamicc:cs ___ _ 
Quad 66 897 Amplifier with classic lineage but compromised by an equaUX dated, soft and undynamic sound (tested with 606). 

4 Rose RV-23 450 You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it's hard to criticise at the pri_ce_. __ 

Rotel RC970BX Mkll 175 Confident, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkll power amps 
Rotel RC980BX 375 Powerful, expansive but lacks poise, control and detail -disappointing (tested with RB980BX). 

4 Sumo Athena IlB 767 Tested with Polaris Ill Big, natural and tidy sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 
Thorens TIP2000 500 Minimalist shoe box preamp, rhythmical, warm balance. Tested in Sessions with TIA2000 
Woodside SC26 Phono 1,931 Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35). 
YBA 3 Pre � See-through, ethereal stereo images, but more convincing towards centre of sound stage (tested with £1199 3 _PYirL__ 

4 YBA 2 Pre 1,699 Superbly finished, good space and transparency. Needs transformer for MC cartridges (tested with £2150 2 Pwr). 
4 Y8AJ:Pre 3,750_Tested with £4250 I Pwr-see power amp section for comments. 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 

.Ac.llllli.A15_0_____ 
4 Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 

Art Audio Quintet 
Audio Innovations S800 
Audiolab 8000M 
Audio Research VT60 
Cop1and CTA-505 
DPA ZOOS 
EAR 509 Mk 11 
ECA lectern 
Exposure XVIII Super 
lad is JA-30 
Krell KSA-50s 

Meridian 555 
Moth 30 Stereo/GO 
Musical Fidelity £300 
Musical Fidelity Fl8 
NAD Monitor 208 
Rotel RB-970BX Mkll 
Rotel RB-980BX 

Hl-FI CHOTCE 

_J40LJ'rjce includes Rll1 pseamp with whic.hJ t  was tested. Powertull.temate control US tom!Lo with a slightly forward inclination 
399 Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheless. 

�witchable triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprisingly gutsy. 
1300 Reviewed with ll -Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole remarkably well 
750 Strong, controlled sound; confident bass, but colourless. Tested with 80000 

_2,645_ Ranks as 'must try' American cultural item (tested in Statements). Tube design 
E99 Grown up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air 

750 Dramatic but crisp, open sound belies power rating (tested with DSP-200S). 
3,499 Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with £2599 802). 
880 Tested witfl Vista. Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system 
849 Slight dullness and hardness, but great 'boogie factor' 

� French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange (tested with £5978 JP30) 
�� Stretches the performance margins of difficult speakers - state of the art at the price 

625 By providing an open window on the music, this amp is wide open to RF and low leveiiM distortions 
549 Tested with 30 Passive. Modular system gives crackmg results 
699 Tested with E200. Weighty, luxuriant but hardly scintillating 

3,999 Belongs to the rarified group of refined, high resolution amplifiers 
999 Truly a beefy amplifier, but no mad cowl 
225 Tested with RC970BX Mkll in Sessions (see preamp section) 
475 Sound is expansive but lacks poise, control and fine detail - disappointing (tested with RC980BX). 

?? 

124 
1300 145 

97 
1301 145 
1560 139 

C91 
1630 151 

124 
63 

1302 145 
142 

60 
141 

1303 145 
140 
109 

1304 145 
124 

44 
124 

�3--����-��-�--'77_ 
5 

J.5.0 
60 
15 
25 

125 
35 

72 
56 
62 

151 
I24 
109 

1300 145 
1301 145 
1179 136 

-----
67 1630 151 
60 124 

100 63 
50 1302 145 
70 142 
30 60 

141 
60 1303 145 
60 109 

100 1304 145 
220 1508 133 

·---
250 124 

60 144 
120 109 

JULY/AUGUST 1996 105 

� 



4 

4 

POWER AMPLIFIERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Pri ce(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 
Sumo Polaris Ill 898 Tested with Athena 118. Big, natural and tidy sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 164 1305 145 

Thorens TTA2000 550 Tested with TTP2000 (see preamp section) in Sessions 35 139 

Woodside STA35 1,323 Synergistic with SC26, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency. More poise than grunt (tested with SC26). 35 100 

YBA 3 Power I, 199 Tested with £1250 3 Pre - see preamp section for comments. 45 72 

YBA 2 Power 1cl50 - Superbly finished, but with slightly softened bass (tested with YBA 2 Preamp). 70 56 

4 YBA 1 Power �25D_ Well fimshed pre/power amp with front rank imaging and transparency (tested with YBA I Preamp). 85 62 

4 

4 
4 

SYMMETRICAL, A tfflsted pair of oonductors. 

C 
abies are not accessories, but an integral part of a system. 

Inevitably some cables are better than others. The best cable 

for your system will only be found through trial and error, but by 

combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up 

with something suitable. Generally speaking, budget to spend about ten 

per cent of the total system cost on cables. 

• Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect source components 

to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one-metre terminated pair. 

• Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and are 

traditionally coaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass. The prices 

shown are for a terminated linear metre. 

• Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices 

are per unterminated metre. Termination (plugs and soldering) costs vary 

with brands. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

COAXIAL A central 'hof oonduclor and a shOid that carries the 

negative signal 

SOUD CORE, single or mu��e indMdual� insulated strands. 

COPPER, Material used for condl.dor. 

SILVER, Material used for oonduclor. 

FACTS BACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

lo find the Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUEo The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the onginal 

review appeared. 

STRANDED, Mumple strands with no intervening insulation. DIG CABLE TYPEo 0 - opbcal digital, E - elecbical digital. 

CABLES 
e!:9.!!!!c:!��::><iL'e..ric.!1<�2'GCom!!'.!1"..!sJ!J;>��,��"'."-'·••�;:':":��:--t """'ff'�.-=��yr· ,� �." '"!'':' "-<- :''�'-".�;-:-<"''-"' ;"-"'·"l "'' '"'l!."'�, '!f�.'!!J,.'!fFfJ: "'�"' 
Analogue Interconnects 

Audio Note AN-A 29.50 

Audio Note AN-C 59.50 

Audio Note AN-S 139 

Audio Note AN-V 219 

_!andridge Al421 

Bandridge AL426G 10 

Band ridge SG AL4720 13 

Band ridge SG + AL4820 25 

Chord Chameleon 68 

Chord Solid 99 

DNM TCC75 34 

DPA Slink 41 

Not especially impressive, warm but well rounded balance that restncts 'air' but is not unclear 

Neutral but lacking in subtle texture and unable to distinguish fine detail 

Up-beat and enthusiastic sound with satisfyingly deep and grumbly bass 

15 individually insulated silver strands make up this very clean and dynamically unchallenged cable 

Light and airy sound lacks authority, splashy treble 

Gold plated plug OFC version of AL421 with same innefectual sound quality 

4N OF copper, full smooth balance but a little plodding and relentless, lacks panache 

4N OF copper, distinctly teutonic. thrusting detail forward but still plodding and relentless 

Anomalous treble with a dry but vaguely sibilant quality. sometimes sounds smooth. sometimes harsh' 

Thin but very stiff with excellent resolution of subtle timbral detail and fine dynamics 

Price for 0.75m lengtli. High resolution cable, but best rn short runs due to higher than average senes impedance 

• • • 108 

1687 131 

1687 131 

1687 131 

1688 131 

1688 131 

1688 131 

1688 131 

4 _ DPA White Slink 75 

Slightly bright and zingy sound with flat soundstaging and hollow sounding bass, vocals and strings sound convincing though 

Highly expressive, very easy on the ear and attractively detailed though not entire! characterless at high frequencies 

108 

108 

1690 131 

1690 131 

1691 131 

1691 131 

1692 .ill 
1692 131 

1693 131 

1694 131 

1694 131 

1695 131 

1695 131 

1696 131 

1696 131 

1697 131 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 

4 

DPA Black Slink 

lxos 104 
lxos 103 

lxos 101 

_g_o Spirolink I 

LFD Spirolink 11 

LFD Trilink 

Linn Phono to Phono 
- --

Monster lnterlink 200 

Monster lnterlink 300 

Monster lnterlink 400 

Monster lnterlink 500 

Monster Inter! ink 800 

Monster lnterlink Reference 2 

�th Ley Line Black 

Moth Ley Line Grey 

Panasonic RP-CA910 

Soniclink Crimson 

Soniclink Blue HPMC 

Soniclink Black 

4 Tara Labs Prism 11 

4 Tara Labs Prism 22 

4 }ara Labs Quantum CD 

Tara Labs Prism 33 

Transparent Audio Music Link 

van den Hul The Storm 

220 

20 

40 

100 

35 

70 

150 

47 

20 

30 

40 

50 

80 

100 

100 

200 

50 

55 

115 

165 

45 

56 

75 

90 

119 

25 
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Initially dark and meaty but becoming lucid and transparent with running in. Quad geometry, Gore-lex dielectric 

Open and detailed presentation, full bass and silky if overty smooth treble 

Even handed and generous sound, bass has a well rounded, bouncy quality 

A cable with personality, its veiled and shut in quality brings an earthiness to vocals and rhythm guitar alike 

Price for 0.7m length. Dynamic but smoothly detiled perfomance, but gives the impression of looking down on the music 

• 

Price for 0.7m length. Strong and confident sound enhancing bass depth and subtlety, concentrates of nthe meat of the music e 

Price for 0.7m length. Warm and luxurious sound but a little too fruity in balance, treble is a little subdued, bass detached e 

Encourages a delicate performance underpinned by a strong and authoritative bass 

Colourful in an appealing rather than contrived sense, bass is slightly over-blown, large and ingratiating sound stage 

Richer, smoother more civilised sound than 200 with improved articulation and reduced sibilance 

Compromised by a grainy top end, treble and vocal range sound particularly sharp and untidy 

Sounds rather good, providing a livelier and more interesting account of music than most sub £100 cables 

Not as bright or aggressive as the 400 but streble is trangely lumpy, muted and manipulated - odd cable 

Easy on the ear but rather contrived, slightly clanky treble fails to integrate with the smoother but splodgy mid band 

Offers a full and big sound, neutral yet very solid and condifdent in delivery. Expansive imaging retains music's energy 

Detailed enough but there's a sense of distance between the music and the listener, vox are course rather than liquid 

Uncongested and even handed balance if slightly flat imagewise, retains impact but has a vaguexly untransparent quality 

Using PTFE insulated nickel conductors this is a rather matter of fact cable that can inject a little bit of mirth 

Flat and matter of fact, but grasps music firmly and remains in control. Not very 'hear through'. Nickel conductors 

Encourages an upbeat and snappy sound that's driven by leading edges, full and rumbustious bass maintains an even tempo 

Very compatible cable that wins through with a naturally balanced and realistically dynamic sound. 6N purity copper 

Delivers a fresh and detailed sound with clear and bright treble giving it a free, quick and dynamic character 

Lacking in obvious vices, neutral and transparent, there's also a good solid bass. Vox are not always as intimate as possible 

A pedestrian cable that sounds lively but muddled. Quite dynamic, quite rich, quite smooth but also quite indistinct 

No aggressive nasties to tax the ears, neither does it sparkle with inspirational detail. Only suited to low output impedances 

Price for 0.8m length. Rich and warm but bass is rolled off, however there's plenty of drive and high frequencies are clean 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments "" "" "" "" "" "" "" "" "" 

van den Hul The Source 

van den Hul The First 
van den Hul The Second 
XL.Q_Type 1� 
XLO Type 0.1 

Digital Interconnects 

4 Audio Note AN-V 

4 Audioqu!SI Video X 

4 Audioquest Video Z 

Audioquest Optilink Z 

Audioquest Digital Pro 
�ndri�ge AL4900G 
Chord Codac 

4 Chord Prodac 

50 Price for 0.8m length. Good foot tapping sound that accurately reflects the life of the music without throwing detail at you 
210 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information but lacks dynamic punch 
225 Wonderfully open and relaxing but also intimately detailed, slightly softens percussive dynamics 
50 A restrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom. treble lacks clarity 

180 Unusual but highly expressive and detailed with a hint of graininess on powerful vocals 

110 Ostensibly an analogue cable but gives a meaty and natural performance when used for digital duty 
40 A decent level of detail, imparts a gentle lift from vocal to high treble that can sound a little splashy 
60 The ver)' best available, w1th an expressive sound, but generously prrced. 

120 Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension. 
100 A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency. 
40 Lacks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a little rough and ready 
32 A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration. 
50 Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz 

_20 __ Ver)' similar to Band ridge AL560; sound is lacklustre DPA Opti-link �� 

4 DPA D�-fi.!l.k ____ 2...:.8 _ __:Can seem slightly Impassive but there's no avoiding 1ts exceptionally deta1led sound 

• • • 108 
• 1702 131 

• • • 1702 131 
• • 1703 131 

• • 1703 131 

• 1704 131 
1705 131 

E 108 
0 108 

108 
1705 131 

• 108 
1706 131 

108 
108 

4 lxos 105 25 Extended but soft edged treble that's mercifully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weight, smooth vox E 1707 131 

4 

Kimber Cable PSB D'link 

4 ---- -------
4 Monster Datalink 100 

Moth Leyline Datalink 
.(j �ED Digiflex 

Siltech HF-6 

Soniclink Light Brown 75 

39 Priced for O.Smetre. Analogue cable inappropriately pressed into digital service. A visible deterioration in the signal results. 
55 This cable adopts a woven construction with the addition of a conductive screen. Music lacks detail and spirit. 
70 Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than most. 

136 Priced for 0.5metre. Asymmetric cable that deviates from the 75ohm standard. Not ideal for digital applications. 
30 Slightly grainy highly compatible cable with coherent and forward dynamic quality 

__ 4S _ _ Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and connectors. Lean, fuzzy, engaging performance. 
45 Price for O.Sm. A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Ver)' compatible. 

140 A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive. 
20 A top perforance, low-loss 75ohm coax w1th a very open. almost liquid quality. 
ISO Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended, but bass is less well resolved - a treat for high end systems 
30 Hampers life like dynamics, stripping out vigour but will never sound harsh 

Spacious, positive and engaging if a lad over crisp at times, very compelling however 
An AV-cum-digital cable that nearly beats QED's Digiflex, but emphasises sibilants. 

108 
108 

0 108 
• 108 

1708 131 
0 108 

108 
108 
108 

• 1709 131 
1709 131 

• 1709 131 
108 

4 Soniclink Green 50 

4 van den Hul MC Videolink 75 48 

4 van den Hul The First 120 
-----

Exceptionally natural albeit slightly dark or cautiou s compared to some, plenty of subtle information and beautiful Integration E 1710 131 
loudpeaker Cables 

Audio Note AN-D 

4 Audio Note AN-8 

4 Audio Note AN-L 

4 Audio Note AN-SP 

4 ���ioquest F-14 

Audioquest Type 4 
�quest Cobalt 2 
�ridge SF LC1070 

4 Bandridge SF LC1259 

Bandridge Highflex LC2604 

4 Cable Talk 3 

4 DNM LSCB500 

4 DPA Black Sixteen 
......------­
Heybrook Heywire 

4 �� 
lxos 604 
Mission Quartet 
Monster Cable XP -----

4.50 Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward. 
16.50 Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical 
29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happy to accept its foibles 
125 A calm and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity 
1.95 Ideal for laying under c.arpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 

___!9_5___F_our 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable's 'bite'. 
45 A rather polite and aneamic sound that bubbles gently with detail and is largely uncoloured and cautiously spacious 

�Basic figure 8 bellwire, lightweight balance and a softness that dilutes even the strongest bass 
1 Fresh and open. bubbly and naturally colourful soundstage that's neither forced or unduly edgy Treble 1s slightly messy 

3.50 Substantial 6mm' conductor produces weighty but ploddy music that lacks transparency 
Easy on the ear but far from lazy. should ye1ld a round, smooth yet colourful sound rn most systems 

5.95 H1gh Impedance can rnfluence the treble response, but th1s was a winner on sound per pound B1-w1re 

_
9_0_Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics simply oodles of taut information 

-�
This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven. 
Big and expansive soundrng cable. lull and engaging wh1le reta1nrng a high degree of neutrality 
Midrange is detailed and surprisingly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better 

7.90 Mixed, inoffensive sound, adds gutteral resonance to vocals and could be generally more coherent. Bi-wire. 
1.50 XP offers plenty of slightly soft bass and a slightly rounded treble, a relaxed cable whose indiscretions are not bothersome 

Nairn NACA 5 � Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable', this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Nairn systems. But it works a treat in them 
Ortofon SPK1 00 

4 Ortofon SPK300 
3 Grey sounding and strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too 
8 Tremendously open and atmospheric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too if slightly bright at times 
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Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 0181 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec,-E--Iectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, 

. . . the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

MIT, Siltech, Symo, T ransparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others . 

Contact us by phone, fax, or letter and we'll do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

_ .. in YOUR home (Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 



CABLES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 

QED Qudos Excellent dynamics, midrange and transparency, almost equalling some fine and costly designs (tested in Sess2 io:c.:ns"-) �� 

Soniclink Grey A spaghetti-thin silver plated cable lacks bass impact and treble 'air' 
15 Lack of conviction and integration through treble and relatively shallow bass but waffle free and open at high frequencies 

�-_Small sounding and bass light with limited subtle detail and a dirtiness to percussion 

4 725 Price for terminated 2m pair. Dynamics are exquisite. luxurious smooth sound, brimming with unforced detail 

4 Tf!�_parent �udio Musichord _!.!.42_ Sweet, open and refined treble, a bit of breathy exuberance and can sound slightly lackadaisical 

4 22.84 Very close to the sound of 'no cable', one of the very best. Slightly softens treble detail 

145 
109 
133 
133 
133 
133 
133 
109 r-�-------- 6--c

D
c
--e� sp_ it _e _its_evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky sounding cable. 

_____ S_m--' oo-'-th_ a_nd articulate with superb focus and control, its shee _r c__.o_he_re_ n_ce_m_ a_ k_ es_it_a_w_ i_nn_e_r (,__te-'-st_ ed_ i_n _Se--' s_si _on_ s'--) ------;--:----::---:---:----:---:-­

Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned. 
153 
109 

'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush mid range and bone-crunching bassi 
Silver plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble 
Lively but natural and relaxed sounding but a hint of congestion at frequency extremes 

MM: Moving magnet cartridge with a noonal output suitable for all 

vinyl �se amplifiief inputs. 

MC: Moving coil carbidge with a low output on� suitab� for high 

CARTRIDGES 

C 
artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving 

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most 

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and 

very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually 

have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better 

performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equippec with the 

necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage 

is necessary. Phono input equippec valve designs neec a 

transformer to cope with MC cartridges. 

• Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic 

high output MM designs benefit in overall balance from optimisec 

amplifier capacitance loading. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

sensitivityvinyl disc amplifierinputs. 

REPLACfABI.E SffiUS: M<lst MM cartridges have a s�us that 

can be removed and replaced 

Oti11'UT (MV): Carbidge output � millivolts. 

MASS (g):Carbidge mass can affect ann choice. 

copy of the review. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Cl1oice in whK:h the original review 
FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback refereoce for ordering a lax appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comment 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 
4 Arcam C77 
4 Arcam C77MG 

30 A sensible moving magnet package with good bounce at a competitive price. 
40 Punchy, w1th plenty of energy to liven things up. The solid body is well worth the extra £10. 

• 4 0  48 
4.0 67 

4 Arcam E77MG 

4 Arcam P17MG 

4 
4 
4 
4 !-----

4 
Oenon Dll60 
Oenon Dll03 

4 Dy!!!vector 1702 

4 Oynavector XX-1L 
Oynavector XX-1 

4 Goldri ng Elan 

4 G_oldr�g 1012GX 

4 Goldring 1022GX 

4 �ldring Eroica LX 
Goldring 1042 
Goldring Elite 

4 Linn K5 
4 linn K9 

London Oecca Maroon 
London Decca S Gold 

4 Lyra Clavis Oa Capo 
4 MiiHek Aurora 

4 Ortofon 510/P 

4 Ortofon 520/P 
4 Ortofon MC10 Super 

4 Ortofon MC3 Turbo 
4 �rtofon MC15 Super 11 

Ortofon MC25 E 
Ortofon MC25FL 

4 Ortofon MC300011 

60 Our sample had a disappointing stylus, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound. 
73 Preferred to its cheaper partner thanks to a better tip. Channel balance poor 

1,395 One of the best, giving an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity. Needs a transformer. 
19 Clear and dynamic, though nchly balanced. 

146 Effortless and detailed, but rather relentless and tiring eventually 
944 This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well. 
599 Slight harshness detracted from the periormance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge. 

1,495 Stunning stereo imaging and detail spoiled by poor tracking and high sensitivity to arms. 
70 A fine all-rounder, this high output MC model is likely to periorm well 
90 Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still 'thoroughly competent'. 

100 Good periormance in bass and good 'life' is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle setail. 
450 Clear, detailed, neutral and generally informative - excellent. 
998 Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm. 
998 Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version. 
17 A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body 
65 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency colouration apparent. 
85 As with 1012, aiouch harsh; detail and transient purity improved 

100 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative. 
105 Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively though. 
200 The basics are right, and it will cheeriully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness. 
54 Not as crisply focussed as the othe Linn magnet ics, but the K5 is smoother. 

109 linn improved th1s model by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus. 
199 Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconclastic as ever. 
339 Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records. 

__lll� A stable tracker, and one of the finest cartridges we've heard 
299 An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-built cartridge. 
32 For the price, a good blend of v1rtues - weight, clarity and neutrality 
55 Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound. 
85 'What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartndge this 1s ... .' we said. 

_ __:1..:..10:._---"The 3 Turbo is bright, cheeriul and bouncy, but unsubtle - take it as it comes. ___ _ 
110 A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution , if slightly bright and clos up. 
160 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable 
210 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP 
950 A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best. 
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CARTRIDGES 
Product Price(£) Comment T T T T T T T 

Ortofon MC5000 1,500 Limited tracking abiity, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 10 

Rega Bias 

4 Rega Elys 

34 
74 

130 
60 

265 
250 

Difficult to mount in some_ arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound. 
Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is both more detailed, accurate and convincing. 
Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but more civilised and smoother. 

5.0 
6.5 
4.0 

91 

67 
67 
91 
48 

4 
4 

Roksan Corus Black 

Shure ME97HE 

Shure V15V-MR 

lt won't turn a sow's ear into a silk purse, but it will produce an acceptable result. 

Extended familiarity gave the feeling of a lack of energy and a 'shut in' sound. 3.0 7 38 
----

4 van den Hul MM-1 If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through 5.5 6 103 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 
4 

van den Hul MC-10 � neutral, balanced performer gives, fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass 
van den Hul MC-One 999 This extended all the positive qualities of the' 10, but added greater authority and scale - worth all the extra money. 
van den Hul MC-Two 1 ,3� MC-Two rewards with a highly deailed yet fluid and musically covincing portrayal. 

van den Hul G' hopper IIIGLA 2,999 Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse. 

0.4 
0.4 

0.4 
0.4 

60 
6 60 
6 72 

122 

T
he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and 

ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, 

but they all use it. 

sequentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually implies some 

mechanical compromise. The sort of facilities that are useful include tape 

monitor switching and Dol by S. 
There should be no problems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal 

amplifier, but some care needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a 

specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, but many decks 

have manual bias adjustment and some match up to the tape automatically.) 

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes 
� Best buy il Recommended 

OOIBY c, A rather extreme oose reduction system not usual� 

associated with high sound quality. 

OOIBY s, A de.rabkl derivative of the Oolby SR prufussional 

oose reduction system. 

OOIBY HX PRO, System desi1)1ed by B&O to extend headroom 

CASSETTE DECKS 

for cassette recording 

3-HEAD: ff you want to monttor a recording whilst you are 

making tt a third head is essermal. 

lWIN DECK: Contains tv.1J decks for dubbing and continuous 

�ay, in roost instances on�,. deck will record. 

AUTOREVERSE: Automatical� p�ys both sides of the cassetle. 

AUTO CAUBRATION: The deck will automatical� set up bias and 

EO for any tape. 

ADJUSTABLE BIAS: Bias can be manual� set to sun the lape 

being used. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for ordenng a lax 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback 

information page. 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-fi Choice in which the anginal review 

appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T T T 

Aiwa AD-F450 

Aiwa AD-Vf1J27 

Aiwa AD-S950 

Arcam Delta 100 
- --

Denon DRM-540 

Oenon DRS-640 

Denon DRM-740 

Denon DRS-810 

Goodmans Delta 700W 
-------

Grundig CCF3 

Harman-Kardon TD420 

JVC TD-V562BK 

JVC TD-V662BK 

Kenwood KX-50605 

Kenwood KX-7060S 

Luxman K-322 

Marantz SD-53 

NAD 602 

NAD 616 

Nakamichi DR3 

Nakamichi DR2 

Onkyo K-611 

Pioneer CT-S430S 

Pioneer CT-56305 

Pioneer CT-S830S 

Sherwood DS3010C 

Sony TC-K611S 

Technics RS-BX501 

Technics RS-BX601 

Technics RS-BX701 

Yamaha KX-580 

HI-FI CHOICE 

120 
170 
300 
899 

160 
210 

270 
310 
lOO 
200 
280 
220 
270 
235 
329 

200 
200 
199 
320 
450 
700 
430 
200 
300 
500 

120 
300 

200 
250 
300 
250 

Basic but well designed budget deck, astonishing value; only the poor metering gives the game away. 
High class twin for those who want bells, whistles - and music. 
High-value, high-spec package is both well set up and musically well sorted 
Superb transport and a ripe, spacious sound. Dolby S is more successful than some. 
Excepbonally stable and well focussed sound quality and a bargam price. 
Drawer loading deck, with simple facilrtres and smooth, well adjusted sound. 

Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment offers good. if somewhat detached sonics. 
Drawer loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition 
Compact and ultra-basic twin deck which is rough and bass shy, with a less than stable tape path. 
Simple, sensible and well built twin, but lack of pitch stability compromises performance 
Minor inconsistencies detract from a well conceived, minimum features design 
Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaque. 
Assured, clean and ag;le soundmg recorder, rt not qurte the most refmed rn rts class. 
Well engineered transport and Dolby S star in this refined and detailed design. 
Although slightly dull sounding with prerecorded tapes, this is a well equipped and fine sounding deck. 

----- -----

Gives best value results with lower bias tapes, helped by a successful Dolby C installation. 
Modestly equipped player is short-changed by a rough transport, and dull prerecorded quality. 
Minimalist deck for the audiophile market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too. 
Double deck whose music sounded shut in and prosaic, as though its energy content had been ironed flat 
Refined, exquisitely detailed and sohd sounding 'budget' Nakamichi 2-header. 
Accomplished design wrth srmple features (manual tape selectl) but superb sound and servrceabrhty. 
Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport. 
Against the odds - a 2-head Dolby S deck that works. Well set up and fully equipped. 
3 heads and Dolby S feature in an excellent deck that is underbiased with Type IV tapes. 
High class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound. 

Good range of facilities, let down by poor transport and iffy electronics. 
Good Dolby S deck - slightly let down by lack of attention to detail. 

A real rarity - an auto reverse model that can hold its head up with the single-siders 
Remarkably fast cassette wind means it will suit those with large collections. Good all-round sound. 
Costly, but well built, this decks is a pleasure to operate and listen to. 
Stable and clean, if bright. Play Trim helps wake up recalcrtrant recordings 

• 1513 136 
-----

• • 1377 146 
• • 1590 140 
• • 111 

1378 146 
140 

136 
127 
123 

1379 146 
1592 140 

123 
1380 146 
1593 140 
1381 146 

1382 146 

1648 152 
123 
127 

1384 146 

1595 140 
-----

1385 146 
117 
127 

1517 146 
1517 136 

• 1388 146 
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inexpensive feature remote control. Most CD players can be 

upgraded by adding an outboard DAC (see below). To do this 

the player needs a digital output of either electrical or optical 

persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. 

A CD player can be split into two basic components: the disc drive or 

transport, and a device which turns the di�tal bitstream coming off the disc 

into an analogue audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue convertor, 

or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single box , expensive 

players are usually two-box affairs. 

� Best buy 4 Recommended 

illCTRICAl. DIGITAL OUTPUI For elec1Jl:al coonectioo to an 

outboan11l1C. 

� n.EC DIG OUTPUI Balanced digilal ootput to be used 

y,iltJ sinjlarly I<!Uipped 1:1\Cs. 

OPJl('JliJGTN. OUTPUI For� C()I1!10jjoo kl an outboan1 

lW:. 

CD PLAYERS 

AT&T OPT DIG OUTPUT: High speed optical output to be 

used with similarly equipped DACs. 

BAL ANALOGUE OUTPUI Balanced analogue output for 

amplifiers equipped witfl balanced inputs. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET: For can users. 

VARIABLE OUTPUI Remote� adjustable volume controlled 

output. 

MULTI-DISC: Equipped with a carousel or mu�-tray sys­

tem for continuous play of multiple discs. 

DAC TYPE: Digital lo analogue convertor: BS- Phi lips 

Bitstream, MB - multiM, Hyb - hybrid of multibit and bit­

stream te<hnologies, IM - single bit types such as MASH, 

bitstream, PWM etc 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Faclsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original review 

appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., 

4 AMC CD6 
Arcam Alpha One 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 
Arcam Alpha 6 

4 Arcam Delta 250 
Arcam Delta 270 
Audio Innovations Alto 

4 Cambridge Audio CD4 
4 Denon DCD-S25 

349 Based on Rotel's RC0-965BX, but has a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound. 
300 The first UK-built player under £300 is hampered by a tidy but rather grey and uninspiring sound. 

• 
• 

470 Upbeat, dynamic sound disguises lack of transparency e 
_§Q(l___Aiarmingly uneven player treats music inconsistently, thanks to harsh mid/top e 

750 Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on Philips CDM9 transport. Specification includes Sync Lock facility. e 
800 Dry, tightly-focussed sound will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste! e 
399 . Refreshing piece of audio sculpture belies inconsistent audio behaviour e 
!50 Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em sound quality. e 
200 Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thing' e 

Denon DCD-625 200 DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear. • 
Oenon OC0-825 -�()___Not the subtlest of players, but this model will bolster the weediest of systems with its colourful sound 

4 Denon DCD-1015 300 Excellent, middle range player - fast, fluid and lean 
Dual CD1000RS �d fashioned sound and appearance, though well suited to light classical music 
Eclipse CD101a 80 If you want to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as good a place to start as any 

4 Goodmans Delta 700 110 A 16-bit alternative to the CD65011 that furnishes a colourful and animated sound. 

• 
• • 
• 

.,.H
,-
a_nn_ a_n_-K:-:-a _rd-,-o_n...,H.,D-= 7-=-42,..,5,--_ 3-::4-:-9_N,.,e_eds a touch of Oxy-10 to clean up its complexion e 

4 Hannan-Kardon HD7525 400 Glorious sounding player, �slightly inconsistent e 
4 1Harman-Kardon HD7625 450 Crisply styled, well equipped and slick, sound quality is fast and assured, if slightly 'obvious' e 
4 Harman-Kardon HD7725 �his flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic. e 
4 JVC XL-V284BK �eaturing a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound. e 

• 

• 

• 
• 

BS 124 
os 1530 137 
MB 1634 151 
Hyb 154 

1491 130 
� 124 
BS 1635 151 

Hyb �8 147 
MB 1531 137 
MB 1269 147 
MB 1531 137 
MB 1599 141 
BS 1562 139 
MB 144 
MB 128 

----

MB 1600 141 
MB 1636 151 
MB 154 
MB 124 
!bit 1270 147 

4 JVC XL-Z674BK 300 Even handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments e !bit 1637 !51 
Kenwood OP-2060 160 A player that bears no relation to the DP-3060, despite appearances. Sounds vague and thoroughly uninteresting. e !bit 1271 147 

4 Kenwood DP-3060 �ased on the same finer/DAC as Marantz's C0-53. but with a more transparent. sober and hrgldy insrghtful sound._e_ -----'----:-----lb_rt--,-15
-,-
64_13_ 9 

4 Kenwood DP-7060 �leet-footed, but will appear bright in lightweight systems e !bit 1601 141 

_K--' re_ II_K _PS_20'--i ___ _ ___;l-"O ,"-OO"'O_F '--orthright, edge of the seat sound wrth outstanding bass performance (tested in Statements) e MB !54 
-=L'--in ... n-"M'--im...__ik ______ ..:.7.:.. 98'--_U:..:s.:..ef.:..u_l m-"u"-lt"-ir.:.coo'-' m'-'f-'-ea:..:t.::: ur-'-es'-m= at"'-ch=ed to strong bass, but poor imagery and transparency e Hyb !54 
Luxman 0-322 --=2.:.:00=---'-'W::::ell bred player sounds smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. BS 1272 147 

4 Marantz CD-53 --:2
=
00=--

-o:
Lo_.:o_.ks identical to C0-63, but internal costs are cut, exposing a slightly ragged performer. e BS 1565 139 

4 Marantz C0-63Mkll 270 Smooth soundrng and highly sahslyrng player e SS 1638 !51 
4 Marantz CD-17 800 Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round performer: smooth, detailed and consistent e BS !54 

Meridian 506 � Crisp , clean and detailed player now seems a little flat and mechanical: a dated balance e _ £iyb !54 
Mission DAD7 __2QQ___I'Ieasant but not particularly exciting, but this remains a classy, sharply etched performer e MB 145 
Musical Fidelity FCD 1,499 Remarkably coherent and three-dimensional performer, and an inspiring piece of audiophilia e BS 1051 131 
NAD 512 250 Capable of exposing the minutest detail while avoiding excessive emphasis (tested in Sessions) e 

____ __ 
� ___ 15_4 

4 NAD 514 370 Boisterous sound, but undeniably attractive e 
4 Nairn Audio COJ 949 The idiosyncratically packaged CD3 is solid and highly articulate. Always has its feet on the ground though 
4 1Nakamichi MB4s �try level Music-Bank player has plenty of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth. 
4 Onkyo DX-7210 �ell-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. 

Onkyo OX� 350 Strongly flavoured, assertive sound 
4 Onkyo DX-750 350 Exuberant, hrghly communrcative player. bnms with confidence, though unpredictable with some systems 

Orelle CD-100 500 Excellent information retrieval and convincing with a wide range of music. HF could be more natural though 
4 Orelle CD-IDOSE 549 Articulate and solid performer. with a srmple, purposeful; interface and attractive pncing 

Phi lips CD740 
4 Pioneer PD-5504 

Pioneer PO-S904 
4 Quad 77 
4 Quad 67 

Rotel RC0-940BX 
Rotel RC0-975 
Sony CDP-361 

4 Sony CDP-761E 
4 Sony CDP-XA2ES 

170 One of several Philips players using hybrid DAC technologies. Still sounds insufferably boring, however. 
200 More consistent than the old PO-S503 and capable strong atmosphere and 'occasion'. 
400 Too much legato - literally - in sound, but a very smooth performer 
850 This player knows how to sing. Pity the control system is so buggy. 
875 Powerful, flurd and captivabng sound remrnrscent of Meridian's 206. 

�sea change in transport and DAC technology lies behind this untidy-sounding and irritating player. 
_B!4!_ Bright and superficially detailed, this deck can sound coarse and inarticulate 
_!2Q_Jl_antamweight it capable and resolute machine with no serious shortcomings at the price 

250 Tarted up CDP-561E with less widgets and a slightly overcooked but nonetheless fine performance. 
400 Strong-willed, heavyweight sound; not for the feint-hearted 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• BS 1639 151 

--t----,-
• • 

MB 154 
MB 1074 132 

----

• • BS 1273 147 
• 

+---
• 

� 
• 
• 

e BS 1640 151 
e BS 1603 141 

---------

• • 
• 
• 

MB 1628 151 
------

MB 154 
1567 139 

147 

1535 137 
!54 

BS 151 
BS 1267 147 
BS 1642 151 
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CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 
roduct Pr�ce(£) Comments � � � � � � � � � � � 

Teac CD-P3200 150 A primitive looking CD player, housing 16-bit electronics delivering an equally primitive and uninspiring sound. 
1-:Te_ a_c..,C -:cD::--5

�
------::3-:-50:--_B_ ri� gh-'t,_breezy and up-beat - but short in the trouser department 

Teac VRDS-7 599 Although bold and outgoing, this player can sound both intrusive yet lacking fine detail 
�� VR_!)S_:!O 770 A basic analogue stage compromises performance. Lacks bass energy. 
�hnics SL-PG480A 
Technics SL-PS770A 
Thorens TCD 2000 
Thule CDIOO 
Trichord Genesrs 
TRANSPORTS 

150 Competent if not exactly inspiring budget model that has all the features 
250 A mellow sounding player that never quite rouses from its slumber to really tackle the music at hand. 
900 Lacks mid band separation and clarity and is short on dynamics but looks great (tested in Sessions) 

�ttle muddled via single ended output, but the sound comes alive when balanced connections are used 
549 Modrfred Pioneer PD-S504 thars a bit like a Williams Renualt Clio- astonishing at the price (tested in Sessions) 

MB 1277 147 
BS 1643 151 
BS 154 ----
BS !19 
BS !53 
BS 1278 147 
BS !54 
BS !54 

---�� 

BS 155 

Audiomeca Kreatura SE 

4 Audiomeca Mephisto 
Linn Karik 

__!.450 _ Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir DAC in Sessions) 
2,100 Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound. 
1.497 Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing. 

MB 141 
- 1320 144 

1323 144 
96 

!103 133 
120 

4 Meridian 200 895 Light, fresh and very bubbly sound that is natural, engaging and unfatiguin _g. __ _ 

__!,095 Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin. brash and uncomfortable. 
1,750 With matching 606 DAC, Meridian's top player sounds distinctive and elegant 
1,500 Powerful performance -large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Dacmaster) 

-----'-7-'-95'--- Sound quality is warm but over-polished compared to PT Ordinal (tested with DaCapo and DC PSU) 

[Theta Data Basic 11 
Wadia 8 
DACS 

2,250 With Ultra! ink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. 
550 Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with 0-Tl). 
900 Tested with 0-700, low resolution sound rs warm, bubbly and entertaming. 

4,000 The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it looks. 
�,298_ Uses a Philips CDM-9 Pro mechanism a works a treat with more lively DACs 
3,195 Budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer. 

ll04 133 
1324 144 

-:---T--- -:--- -=-!1:_:_ 06 133 
1325 144 

120 
1493 130 
1494 130 
1495 130 

4 m Black Box 50 
Arcam Black Box 500 

_480 Measured and sophisticated sound from a OAC that leaves plenty in reserve for future upgrades. 
750 Sophisticated unit with Sync Lock and discrete DAC. Early samples sounded grubby and restrained. 

Hyb 1506 133 
BS 1519 136 

4 A�io Alchemy DAC-in-a-Box _230_ This giveaway DAC may still rescue the oldest of players from obsolescence. MB 127 
MB 127 
BS 127 
BS 141 

Audio Note OACI 600 Oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suff::.e:::.:r. __ _ 

�abBiiOiiDAC ---aoo- Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of mu_s_ic _. ---:- --:----:---:- -:--:----.....,.-----
! Audiomeca Elixir ___7 45 DAC was tested with Kreatura SE - see below 
Cambridge Audio OACMagic 2 _JOD_ Superb value DAC that makes the jump from good to outstanding if balanced outputs are used (tested in Sessions) 
DPA PDM256 2,995 Highly advanced, with adjustable dither. but the different settings only lead to compromise. 

Hyb 
BS 

MB 

1521 136 
133 

1323 144 1-'L"'in"'n..:..N.:. um"' e-'-r-'-ik'------"'1,;;...07..:5_ A new 20 bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a tad dry and humourless. 

4 Meridian 563 750 Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 flies with a top rate transport. os ll03 127 
os 140 ---4 Meridian 508 �� Excellent partner for Meridian digital systems, and one of the best neo-high end systems 

1Mission Dacmaster 1,500 Powerful performance - large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Discmaster) ___ _,____:. _ _..:..__.:..._--;..-::---:-----'-.:.......:;;...:_:__.=:-MB 1104 133 
4 Piiliilrian�l 837 The cheapest dual-differential DAC7 converter avarlable offers top-flight sound quality. BS 1524 136 

4 

__!,53� With Cardinal and DC PSU, the DaCapo is best with its 22bit option. it is warm but over-polished 
1.590 Battery power supply for Cardinal and DaCapo 

_?,650 With Lambda transport. the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail. 
_ 4,550 Consolidates reputation of PS Audm for high performance digital electronics 

139 Bearing in mind �s expensive but very lorgrving performance, the Drgilrs almost embarrassrngly cheap. 
500 Teamed with VRDS-Tl for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed. 
600 With P-700, the D-700 may lack the resolution, but is bubbly and entertaininL_ 

BS 1324 144 
1324 144 

MB 1106 133 -----
MB 1069 132 -----
BS 113 
BS 1325 144 

MB 120 

4b--:--:-:---::=-:---
4 1-----'-'---'-'--­Woodside DACl 

Hyb 1320 144 
MB 101 

_!_.395 Richly detailed and honest sound from a very capable and natural DAC. Switchable ph =as=e'-', d:.cit::che:.:. r.:.et::.c ____ 7_;--;---:----;--:---:---�=--_.:.:= �� 
509 _ Sharp, dynamic sound is captivating for its lack of grain and 'tizz'. 
909 fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and well built. 87 

FORMAT, Type of recorder; see above for descriptions. 

OM: TYPE: Oigjtal to analogue COil'.<ltof, BS - Phiijps Bitslream, 

MB- multitlit. Hyb -lrj!Jrid of mullibit aro bitstream tech�s. 

!bit- single bit types such as MASH, bitslrea m, fWM ell; 

D
igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have 

yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market. At 

present there are four types to choose from, OAT (digital audio 

tape), MD (Mini Disc), and DCC (digital compact cassette) and CD-R (CD 

Recordable). DCC is backwards compatible inasmuch as the machines 

can play regular audio cassette. MD's claim to fame is its optical disc 

format, which offers instant track access and can't be worn out like a 

tape. OAT has been on the marl<et for quite some time now, but has never 

really 'made it as a consumer medium due to the dearth of pre-recorded 

material. However it has begun to carve itself a niche in the top end of 

1he market, replacing reel-to-reel as the audiophile's tape based medium. 

Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's PD-R05 machine 

attempting to set a trend. 

Best buy � Recommended 

ADC TYPE: Anaklgue to digital convertor types as per 1>\Cs. 

PORTABtf, Can be run off batteries but not necessan� personal 
stereo size. 

Of'TlCAI.INJOOTPUTS, Digital sockeby lur optical cab�. 

ELECTRICAI.tN/OUTI'UTS, Digital socO.by for electiicat cabo. 

FACTS BACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Us e the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in whiCh the on�nal 

review appeared. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
Product Price(£) Comments � � � � � � � � 
Philips DCC170 250 Good sound quality for a portable that records as well, beating competition from MD in its group DCC BS BS • • • 1237 141 
Philips�C951 280 Offering 18-bit record and replay this does an impressive job in many ways but PASC is still a limitation DCC BS BS • • 139 
Pioneer D-05 800 Second generation 96kHz OAT recorder can offer startling realism with the right software - ie first generation OAT BS BS • • 152 
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DIGITAL RECORDERS (CONTINUED) 

�@t@ Pioneer D-07 

ioneer PDR-05 

Pioneer D-C88 

Sh�p MD-Mll 

Sony MDA-JA3ES 

@§£9*3·'·····'4·'4 
1,150 

1,300 

2,000 

450 

800 

96kHz double sampling mode gives this deck a sense of naturalness missing from most OAT recorders 

CD recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 62 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality 

State of the art portable 96kHz OAT recorder, the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra country on the cheap 

Slick MD personal with recording capabilities and rapid track access but less stunning sound quality 

Full width MD recorder that makes a decent job of recordings but is less impressive with pre-recorded material 

OAT BS BS • • 1089 133 

CO-R BS BS • • 1652 152 

OAT BS BS • • • 1431 150 

MD BS BS • • • 139 

MD� BS • • 1216 152 

T 
here are a variety of different approaches to headphone 

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic 

drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models 

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back 

designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly 

open sound, but one can also hear external noise, of course. Closed-back 

designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to block out noise. 

There are three styles of head phone: circumaural models enclose the 

ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer 

ear; and intra-aurals (in-ear) rest inside the ear itse�. a la personal stereos. 

For best results a separate headphone amplifier is recommended. 

� Best Buy 4 Recommended 

lYPE: Operating principle, 0 - dynam�. E - e«:trostaic. 

SUPRA-AURAL: Style 1'111.-e a llat pad iJMSeS on the ruter eat 

CIRCIJMAURAL: Style which encklses the eac 

OPEN BACI(: Offers an open sound but lets in rose. 

·HEADPHONES 

CLOSED BACI(: Keeps out external rose. 

WEIGHT (G): Mass in grams 

IMPEDANCE (nl: Load offered ID lhe � arnplfe: n.. 

h;g,rlhe imi>Jdan;elhe k:u:lerlhe souookra� amplifio'output 

3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR: Can be used with mini-jack-equipped 

components such as personal sterecs. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to fmd the Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUL The issue of Hi-Fi Choice m whrch the 

original review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T T T 

AKG K44 42 Good quality personal oriented phone, could have a better sense of space but is musically quite communicative. D • • 90 50 • 99 

46 The K135s doesn't live up to the usual AKG standards, though it does have the ability to convey rhythm well. D • • 160 150 63 

82 Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user-friendly in all respects; sonically on the warm side of normal. D • • 240 600 63 

117 Revealing twin-driver design uses the same design principles as a satellite dish to beam sound into ear. D • • 250 75 63 

118 Comfortable over long sessions. Sound is exquisitely detailed, dynamic and uncoloured. D • • 250 120 121 

138 K500 offers impressive definition. Balance is on the light side but transparency is high. D • • 250 120 Ill 
191 Heavyweight cans in most respects, the K340 with its electrostatic tweeter is a very revealing headphone. D • • 380 400 75 

646 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs. • • 270 120 99 

90 The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones. D • • 280 40 55 

49 Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered 'phone. D • • 124 40 • 1098 133 

1Beyer DT411 69 A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price. D • • 120 250 Ill 
--�- -

4 Beyer DT531 129 A good buy for serious, heavy-duty music making D • • 245 250 144 

4 Beyer DT9ll 219 Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are very subtle and fine, if expensive cans. 0 
4 �Float Modell 75 Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price. D 
4 
4 

Jecklin Float Model 2 99 Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in long term, despite lack of adjustment. D 
Jecklin Float ELS 399 These electrostatics have an openness of sound that is rately found in the breed, with good dynamic range to boot. 

JVC HA-0910 65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations. D • 

BESTBUYVIVANCO - THE NAME BEHIND THE BEST BUYS 

"it sounds open and with a 
warmth and graciousness denied 
mosl of its competitors" 
HI·FI Choice 
August 1994 

112 JULY/AUGUST 1996 

"An excellent buy" 
WHAT Ht•FI 
December 1993 

J'.'f:o•=''iH 
SR 250 "All round giant-killer" 

HI·FI Choice 
****1::? 

IR 7600 

"Clear sound; controlled 
boss; comfortable cordless" 
WHAT Ht•FI 
Jvne 1995 

March 1995 

"A real bargain and on 

obvious Best Buy to bool" 
HI·FI Choice 
March 1995 

Vivanco UK Ltd, Unit C, Boundary Way, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7SS 

Tel: 01442 231616 Fax: 01442 2355421 

• 275 250 Ill 
• 400 200 55 

• 400 200 63 

• 600 8 55 

• 220 32 • 121 
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HEADPHONES (CONTINUED) 
Product Proce(£) Comments 

�Kec-n_w.,o� od:c-K-:H-,-- 1:-:0_0 _0 __ �20 First step up from a true mini, a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 

_M _a _xe_II_H_P-_3 _00_0 ___ -,--_30 Solid, smooth sounding supra-aural headphone, but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls. 

4 Pioneer SE-4000 37 Acceptable, if unexciting all-rounder, this supra-aural phone has good long-term comfort levels. 

R oss R OH -300CO �ead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive sounding design. 

4 Sennheiser HD445 11 40 Still the one by whrch others at the price are measured, tllougiJ now sligiJUy leaden sounding, with a cold treble 

... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
0 • 
0 • 
0 • 
0 • 
0 • 

121 
1099 133 
1099 133 

l33 

F-S_e_ nn_ h_ er_·s e_ r_H_D _56_5 ___ ___:_14-'- 0� Warm balanced design that lacks the speed of cheaper Sennheisers but is seriously accomplished (tested in Sessions) 0 

4 Stax SR Gamma 239 One down from the Lambda, the Gamma is an excellent headphone with little to criticise bar the price. 

4 Stax Gamma Pro 3� With SRO-X Pro, like a stethoscope for your hi-fi, revealing subtleties that many loudspeakers fail to resolve. 

4 Stax Lambda Pro _,_ 449_ Tested with SRD-7B PSU, this is an industry reference, and is frighteningly reveal� 

4 Stax lambda Sig _____J49� With SRM-Tl. Electrostatic - the Signature must be the most transparent headphone available. 

4 Vivanco SR606 40 Although slightly overblown at times, this model is easy on the ears and essentially enjoyable 
Vivanco IR71 00 120 Infra-red phones that work well but suffer from the limitations of the medium ie compression and hiss(Sessions) 

D e 
D e 

A
s the last item in the hi-fi chain, the loudspeaker is merely the 

slave of what has gone before; it is only as good as the signal 

it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions introduced by 

loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be the most obvious. 

task is to balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how loud it goes 

for a given electrical input) against the bass extension (how low it goes), 

for the given box size. 

The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive 

units behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple electrical 

circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. The designer's primary 

Subwocfers augment the bass and come in passive and amplified active 

form, they are less sensitive to placement than regular speakers. 

C2l Best Buy :4 Recommended 

reproduce, based oo in-room measurements. S1ZE WldtxD (cm), Width lrj heigt1t lrj depth in centimetres. 

FLOORSIAHOER, p.:; opposed ID ll!Qilinng a dedicatal stand. 

SEIISITMIY (d&'N), Efficieocy, llJw much volume you get for a 

t.'eninput;lflehigherlfleloudec: 

IMPEDAHC£ (!11, Measured in Ohms impedance rt is a measure 

of how hard a �speal>er is to dnve, the lower the number the 

rrm JX]Wefful the am�ifier needs to be. 

BASS F1IOM (Hzl, The �t frequeocy thal a speal>er can 

FREE SPACE, Speakers shou� be �aced away from walls. 

CLOSE TO WALL, n is recommended that these speal>ers be 

�aced c�se (between 3 and 12cml to the rear wall. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The reference for ordenng a lax copy of the 

review. Use the contents page to find the factsback page. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS 

Acoustic Energy AE1 
cl Allison AllOO 

Allison Al105 
4 Allison AlllO 

Allison AL120 
4 Apogee Caliper Sig 

ATC SCM20 

4 ===-:.::.:...:c.::_ 
4 Audio Hole AN- E/8 

Audio Physic Tempo 
4 �r3X 
4 B&WDM302 
4 t-=-=-=-== 
4 =:...::.::.c=----
4 ----
4 �---:-::-:-----'-'-
4 --'B -'-os'-'-e--'-3 -"05'---­

Bose 401 
Boston Acoust ics HD5 

4 Canon S-30 
Castle lsis 

4 �ham900 
Castle York 

4 Castle Severn 
4 
4 J-=-=�CC..::.:..:C..:. 

764 Exceptional mid focus and coherence, but it is pricey and could be more agile. 

_l�d and lively budget wall-mount is big and beefy,_ but lacks sparkle and refinement 

170 Pretty enougll_!!l_ appearance; sonically the All05 doesn't really make the grade at the price. 

220 Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid-forward, but bass is extended and solid. 

420 Pretty well balanced if slightly mid-forward, but sound quality is disappointing at the price. 

_3 ,9� Remarkable transparency and delicacy; loudness and 'grunt' are a bit lacking. 

__1,4� Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

329 Styling makes competition look old-fashioned, but sound is thin and cold 

799 Light damping and local unevenness adds some colouration, but doesn't spoil the very speaker. 

1,299 Coherent dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but ugly' 

_1.9� Tall and unusually styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning. 

_1,500 Superior time coherence, a wide dynamic range and exception bass/mid balance. 

130 higllly competent and neutral all rounder; clever Pnsm enclosure 

200 Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 

280 Prefers tall stands and space, but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension 

____Jl!J_5____Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration. 

3,795 Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force. 

430 Fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match counter strange imaging and treble. 

500 Cheaply built but distinctively styled , the 401 suffers from heavy mid band. 

139 
180 
230 
300 

Pretty miniature lacks boxiness, but is short of drama and dynamic drive. 

Moulded design has lively coherence, with 'wide imaging stereo' 

Expressive with a full upper bass, tonally colourtul with a big, dynamic sound (tested in Sessions) 

Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound. 

_3_70 __ R� wood compact has an engaging transparency, fine balance and timing, but could use some authority. 

500 Light and bright, but sound is open and communicative. Looks good too. 

700 A brilliant throwback, using a horn type approach to provide starHing dynamics and coherence. 

__l,1QQ_ Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid back balance. 

_1_,650� Large for its bass extension but engagingly agile, open and airy. 4 
4 
4 

===
=,.,---

--�-: 99 lt sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart is in the rigllt place. 

---�-:- 12
3--6
9
9c-

Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards , if a bit laid back for some tastes. 

-
--c

----
-
,
-,

--
-

-
-

--Ni_ce--'ly-'p _re _se_n _te_ d and fair material value, with impressively flat mid to bass balance. 

Celest ion_lm-'p'-a_ct_2 _3 __ �-'3-'-00'--_c_<Big, cheap and loud. Sounds coloured and old fashioned. lacks subtlety 

4 Celestion 15 389 Big box and but short on subtlety and control though long on both enthusiasm 

4 Celestion Impact 25 400 Both capable and enjoyable these rock boxes are real contenders in the bang-for-the-buck stakes 
Celestion SL6Si � 429 This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested; favours CD. 

Hl-Ff CHOICE 

26,30,18 
24,33,19 
24,37,21 
24,40,23 
28,61,29 

_5�7 
24t4,31 
20,38,26 

�8,25 
36,84,28 

__3_Q07,47 
19,32,98 
19,32,22 

20.5,35.5,23 
24,49,31 
33,33,21 
44,100,56 
23,45,28 
30,30,76 

__ 1?)5,18 
23,27,24 

17,35,19.5 
22,40,23 
26,43,22 
23,77,20 

�25 

-�04,41 
42,108,23 

-�27,21 
21,31,18 
21,50,25 
28,82,29 
21,100,25 

--�,82,29 
20,38,27 

88 48 • 
-�90 =---4 30 

102 
94 
78 

102 
98 
81 

90 
90 

• 90 4 

45 
28 
30 
30 • 87 4 • 

83 8 
88 6 
93 

• 86 
• 1653 152 
• 110 

• 94 • 106 
• 88 8 • 1344 143 

1345 143 • 89 
88 4 
88 6 
90 
87 8 

45 
30 
30 
30 

• 
• 156 

156 
• 

.1654 152 
--- -

• 98 
81 
78 

110 
110 
114 
154 

• 

• 

89 
90 
87 8 
90 8 
89 

30 
50 
60 
60 
50 

1078 132 
90 

114 
88 1036 130 
89 

__:____.___::_:___:__ _ - _!Q2 
89 30 1656 152 

84 8 

114 
43 155 
30 • 94 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments • • • • • • • T • 

Celestion SL600si 
Celestion 300 
Cerwin-Vega VS10 

� _ Dali 1048 

Dawn Audio Chorus FS 
4 -Epos ESll 
� E_llos ESi4 

820 Some will find this speaker irresistible, but it needs careful system and room matching. 

1,099 Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness, but dynamics and timing are suspect. 

-
-,

-
3

,--
50
,.-

_Not all that refined but ballsy as heck, these rock boxes have no shortage of gung ho 

370 Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame about bland styling and dull balance. 

698 Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather lorward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best. 

445 Integral baffle/driver gives remarkable colouration. transparency and speed. 

675 Substantial stand mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control. 

20,37,24 
21,97,33 
33,20.29 
22,86,27 
26,88,21 
20,38,25 
23,49,29 

82 52 • 
• 84 20 • 
• 95 37 • -------- -
• 93 28 • 
e 89 8 30 e  

87. 8 45 • 
87 8 25 • 

68 
118 
!55 

1657 152 
11 
94 
98 

-�os ES22 _ __J_ , �gant floorstander with 'safe' balance that can be enlivened with the right cable and energetic material (Sessions) _21,88,25 __ e _ � _ 58 e 1629 151 
Epos ES25 

. fa!!!day Siren 
Gale Model 4 
Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 

� 
-

Harman-Kardon LS0200 
� . Heybrook Prima 
� HeybrookSolo 
� Heybrook Trio 

Heybrook Heylo 
Heybrook Heystak 

� Heybrook Quartet 
� Heybrook Sextet 

Infinity Reference 1i 
_!n!i_nity Kappa 6Ji 
�o iornet 40.4 
lama BX100A 
lama Classic 8 
lama 477 

�o 707A 
IBL Control One ------
IBL TLX70 

4 IBLL201 
4 �-l � 

-

IBL Ti 1000 
� Tord30Watts IH400 
4 IPW Mini Monitor 
4 WwGold Monitor 
4 JPW Sonata 
4 JPW P1 Vinyl 
4 IPW P1 
4.iP�- � 
� __1_1'! AP3 _ 

JPW Ruby 1 
� KEF Coda 7 
� -KEF Cod

-
a 8 

KEF Coda 9 
KEF Q30 
KEF Q50 

� KEF 104/2 
4 Keswick Audio Aria 11 

4 linn Keilidh Passive 
� linn Kaber Passive 
� living Voice Air Partner S 

Lumley Reference LM4 
4 _!.ll_mley '!!!erence LM3 

Meridian DSP6000 
Meridian DSP5000 

� �ission 731 
Mission 732 
Mission 733 

� 
-

Mission 751 
� MiSSiOn 734 
� _!:4ission 752 

Mission 753 
4 Monitor Audio MA201 
� Monito

-
r Audio MA202 

� MOnitor Audio MA700 PMC 
� _Monitor Audio Studio 6 

Monitor Audio Studio 12 

4 �ordaunt-Short MSlOi 
Mordaunt-Short SW1 

� __ !'1�aunt-Short MS30i 
Mordaunt-Short Pert 860 
Morel 704/2 

1,655 
445 
200 
699 
149 
139 
199 
373 
389 

Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy bala� 

High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination. 

Low cost floorstander; sounds a bit edgy, with detached bass 

Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update. 

Laid back to a fault but entertaining nevertheless, and a big box for the price. 

Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight. 

Untidy bass and treble, but handles complex rhythmic material well. 

HBSI drivers in real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving sound. 

Good vocal reproduction. but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought. 

499 Elegant, highly detailed and level-headed sound. but could use injection of life 

575 Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound. 

1,129 Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness. 

ISO 
995 
140 
350 
400 
500 
900 
115 
400 
850 

1.300 

Although not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value 

Good extension, but bass is fat and slow, and dynamics are unconvincing. 

Pretty presentation and a strong box. but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound. 

A cracking output for their size these rock boxes can be a tad bright but have decent bass 

A lot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom 'n tizz character sounded crude 

Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price. 

Superb styling and cosmetics and decent balance apart from detached bass. 

Sub-miniature with forward mid range and real bass; price justified by build 

Startlmg bass weight from party animal that is let down by rather bland high frequencies 

Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock 'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 

A classic monitor wh1ch commumcates with gusto and enthusiasm, though it can sound a tad crude 

_1,600 Performance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port. 

820 Piano finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid. 

60 Ultra-cheap mm1ature wtnks well in a hmrted way 

80 More informative than Mim Monitor- but fiercer too 

120 Fine sound d limited bass and dynam1c range, wood veneered at a silly price. 

!50 Competent loudspeaker for the pnce, with a safe sound that won't disappoml 

170 longstanding design is remarkable material value ·real wood etc) and sounds pretty too. 

200 Real wood finish, and performance is cleaner but similar to PI Vinyl overalL 

230 Good stereo and well balanced overall; character is well suited to vinyl replay. 

500 Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance. 

130 Lovely open voice reproduction, but bass could be tauter; build tougher 

190 Outstandingly well balanced, bass is deep but a little vague 

300 Uneven budget 3-way floorstander with poor bass definition 

379 Fine focus from Uni-Q driver, but lacks drive and time coherence. 

_ 5�mpact twin-driver floorstander with Uni-0 treble and a rather midbass, heavy overall balance. 

1,799 A reference point for dynamics, best without KUBE, suited to many rooms. 

329 Confident and dynamic sound, d a lrtlle crude and shut in 

649 Stunning timing and coherence, and awesome bass drive. 

1,389 Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving. 

27,QQQ_ Outstanding transparency and dynamics from remarkably solid and fast mega horn 

375 Metal diaphragm and wood veneer; balance uneven upper and has suspect timing. 

__B�espite indifferent bass alignment, LM3 is fast, coherent, solid and informative 

8,500 Sophisticated digital design, with a wide ranging, refined and detailed sound. Has onboard amplification 

2,99� State of the active loudspeaker art, a high grade design with unique capabilities. Has onboard amplification 

130 Much improved bass but dull top; likes to play loud 

200 Attractive presentation but a rather dull and thick sounding speaker, and a tad pricey too. 

300 Duller than before, though still an honest all-round package 

300 Gorgeous looking, very petite; boogies with a sting at the top 

430 Fine all rounder, and good value, but dynamically a bit lazy, and tweeter quality limited. 

500 Brilliant style, engineering and sound 

_ 7QQ_____(;orgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. 

300 Lively and coherent with good power handling, but also a bit shut in and coloured. 

450 Uneven, informative and easy-listening floorstander delivers decent scale. 

500 Good looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely midrange, but occasionally edgy 

900 Metal diaphragm compact has transparent mid band but lacks vigour and drive. 

1,000 A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price. 

140 Up front, bouncy and a whole lot of fun 

l�ettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 

275 
1.695 
1,000 

Slightly shut in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communicatio!l.:._ 

Although a very neutral loudspeaker it can. with the right ancillaries. pack a serious punch (Statements) 

There's real potential here, but it's not fully realised 
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24,90,35 
25,27,46 
19,79,22 
19,30,18 
21,35,30 
20,29.18 
23,36,23 

• 88 6 22 • 1346 143 
---� 

90 4 48 e  94 
• 87 8 28 • 156 

82 10 80 e  66 
87 8 30 • 1037 130 
87 110 
89 90 

_
24,47,25 
23,73,19 

89 118 
• 88 ������16� 5�8 �15=2 

22,98,28 • 89 8 141 
24,41,22 90 8 122 
27,90,20 • 88 8 25 102 
20,34,20 89 so 
3!,95,25 _.!_._89 - 6 25 
20,32,22 - � 8 - 48 • 

31.5,54,28 91 8 40 • 
22,90,29 • 90 4 28 • 
19,77,28 - • 88 4 40 • 

26,38,104 • 90 25 • 
24,156,14 87 4 lOO e 
27,88,28 • 88.5 8 so • 
26,42,28 86 8 30 • 
24,94,35 • 91 6 23 • 

1403 148 
1080 132 
1038 130 

155 
1659 152 
1549 138 
1085 132 

90 
!55 

1550 138 
143 

20,30,13 89 4 45 • 118 
___ 28,3�1 --�6 ___ 8 - so 106 

18,27,17.5 __ 86 __ 8 - 50 156 
18,27,17.5 86 8 50 156 
23,32,22 87 8 70 • 71 
26,44,25 89 8 65 • 102 

26,44,25 89 65 • 16ll .41 
26,44,25 89 8 65 106 

- - -� -�-

26 , 52,29 88 55 • 46 ----'--'-------- --- -
19,32,21 87 55 • 1572 139 
18,30,23 88 so 

- 2<!,32 5,29 86 28 
20,86,28 • 89 30 • 

• !56 
!56 
156 

19,73,30 88 44 • --- .E!i 
19,83,30 • 89 50 • - _15 _73 __1_39 
28,90,41 • 92 4 50 • 60 
21 ,42, 24 89 8 20 • 1405 1 48 
20,83,28 • 87 22 • 1552 138 
20,90,28 • 87 25 • 118 

64,160,90 _._10_8- __40 • 138 
- 18,36,22 86 6 44 • 126 

27,87,28 • 90 8 106 
28,133,43 • 
21,90,30 • 35 • 1226 140 

17.5,31,18 87 45 • 156 
89 45 • 

• 87 8 45 • 
87 45 

• 90 43 • 
e 90 8 50 e 

• 

20,41,30 
20.5,87,30 
17.5,32,26 
21,84,33 
20,88,26 
21,88,32 
22,41,40 
22,89,27 
22,35,26 
22,35,25 

----
e 90 6 4S e  

90 40 • 
• 90 so • 

89 45 • 
88 45 • 

17,92,20 • 90 8 28 
JB.5.30.5,20 __ s6 _ 8 _so 

24,58,26 90 8 40 
25,43,28 90 28 
26,86,35 • 90 35 
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• 

• 
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• 

• 
• 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' 

4 Jllusical Technology Harrier 400 Very pretty package, good measured performance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp 25,80,23 • 86 25 1663 152 
4 
4 
4 

Naim SBL Passive 
Neat Petite 

_ _1.� lively and punchy - smoother but more upfront than before. 27,89,27 • 1352 143 

Origin live Ol-2A 
Origin live Ol-1 

4 J_IJ_ilips legen_d FB72011 
Pink Triangle Ventrical 

4 Pioneer S-4UK 

4 Polk LS50 

Polk LS70 
Proac Response 2.5 

4 Prof Monitor Co LB1 
Prof Monitor Co AB1 

4 Quad ESL-63 

595 Among the most entertaining and enjoyable, despite colourations 
470 Fine dynamics and a good looking, well engineered package, though presence bland and treble restrai� 
499 Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity for bass. 
200 Liveliness. coherence and fine information retneval JUStifies the odd looking baffle. 
896 If you are after Quad Electrostatic type transparency but can't afford the price 

_251l____L;ltest version now balances pretty well, with a coherent lightweight bass. 
800 No enthusiast tweaks here, but powerful and beautiful balance 

1,2QQ.___High sensitivity, but balance has too much midbass boom; mid-lop is laid back. 

(Sessions) 

2,700 For aspirant high-enders looking for seriously good conventional boxes, this speaker should be fist port of call 
998 Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are both limited. 

1,598_ Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room. 
2,860 Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without. 
198 Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative. 

20,30,18 
�. 19 

20,30,19 
21,37,31 
15,80,32 
21,37,28 

90 6 50 
86 11 
88 6 50 

27,83,29 • 89 25 

102 
1664 152 

31,94,37 �_.....:..;90:...,--::..._;_.=.22=--�'--.,_::..:.�::..::..::... 
22,107,25 • 86 30 
18,53,25 89 ��3� 3��-2-�� 
26,79,43 89 22 
66,93,27 • 86 34 
19,31,19 87 50 4 

-
Rega � 

4 Rega EL8 __ �Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence_. __ _ �7,72,20 
30,80,20 
20,82,30 

�5.22 
�9,22 

• 86 55 
-. -87 ---g-40 '--r---+--4 Rega ELA Mk 11 

4 Re�� 

4 Revolver Beretta ==----
4 �volver Colt 

Revolver 260 

4 Rogers LS1 

4 Rogers AB1 

4 _Rogers Studio 3 

4 Rogers LS3!5A 

4 Rogers Studio 5 

4 Rogers Studio 7 

4 Roksan 
-
Ojan 3 Black 

4 __llo� !!1i�trel --
Royd Merlin 

4 Ro�"!!Je Sorcerer 

Royd Abbot 
__lluark Templar 

4 Ruark Talisman 11 

4 Ruark Equinox 

4 SD Acoustics SD3R 

4 SD Acoustics SD5 

�retty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 
1,040 Looks and sounds great: balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing. 
100 Great bass for the pnce, a bit crude further up 
139 A good all-rounder, if a little bland, and excellent value for money 

• 89 6 40 -- --� --- --
87 8 45 

350 A no nonsense presenter of rock with plenty of dynamics, not too refined (tested in Ses::. si::.on c:.:s::._l -------T-'21':'. 5"',9:.:1.:.:.6 c:,3 ::.0 _ _ e:_-:8::_9-6=-_4:.::0_=--:--...L-:-::-:
_.:::.,:.-

149 High grade miniature 20,20,30 87 6 
499 Designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures 19,52,16 e 82 8 
499 Pricey LS3/5A derived miniature, excitingly coherent if lightweight, can't go loud. 
699 Clever AB! stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/5A monitor give its best shot. 

_ 6��- �xury finish bookshelf size model has genuine monitoring capabilities. 

�6 ___ 8_ 5 � ...!..!_8 
19,31,17 • 82 12 45 • 1354 143 

�-- � - _._ ..-- - -25,25,48 89 40 • 1556 138 
899 Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid back sound. �30 90 30 122 
795 Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat une�n balance. 28,76,46 ,_e_--:

8
...,
8_,-_2...,0 _ ___.,;----rl_ 08

,....
2�13_ 2 

2�ot much wellie or loudness but fine coherence and timmg, a bit bright. ----------''----1 8:.:., 6'-'9-",lc:...2 -�-8'-'6�"-'-3'-'0--'--;---'-'1-'1-"67+-1 3'-'5'-
298 Invigorating and exciting design with plenty of upfront detail, but balance lacks warmth and a tad overpriced �1,18 86 ---=-3=-3 -.--e=--=----=-14.:.:0::.9...:1=-:4.::._8 

_ 5�Extremely musical and communicative speaker that fun to listen to. Aesthics could use improving� 20,31,18 86 8 35 
665 Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance. 20,81,30 e 90 8 43 
499 Striking baffle gives decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system. _ 19,70,27 87 8 25 
749 Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence. �4,32 e 88 8 

1,849 The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture _ 25,�4 e 88 6 45 
_39�ew SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sen.::sit"'ivc .:ity"-.---------:2�0�,3:':8'"::30':---::--C:.87:-----:8-::.2:-5 -==--:--:=

-'':.:0-:-- 6 
1,2� Bass suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth. Has ribbon tweeter. 20,110,30 e 88 8 

Shahinian Arc __!.� Occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and revealing. --�_!!.69,25 110 
Spendor 2020 399 Utilising an oval drive unit in a stylish cabinet this is a neutral design with AV inclinations (tested in Sessions) 18,34,26 155 

4 }�ndor S20 ---- _ 7�aintains Spendor's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and perspectives .. 
System Audio 905 250 Fine coherence and remarkable dynamic freedom some something so small, though there's little real weight 

4 Tannoy� 
4 Tannoy 631SE 
4 
4 

�nno� 
Tannoy 633/11 

_ Tannoy 638 
Tannoy 0500 

4 _
Tannoy Westminster TW 
TDL Near Field Monitor 
TDL RTL2 

4 =T�l RTL� 
TDL Studio 0.5 

4 TDL Studio 1 

4 TDL Studio lm 
Technics SB-M20 
Technics SB-M500 

4 
'

Thiel SCS 

4 _!!Item Model One 
Triangle Octant TXe 
Vandersteen 2Ce 
Visonik David 6001 -----
Wharfedale Valdus 400 

4 Wharfedale Valdus 500 

4 lYP AI 

Subwoofers 
B&W AS& 

4 Boston Acoustics SW10 
Celestion CS135 
lnfini_ty � 
Jamo SW600 
KEF Model 308 ----
KEF AVl 

HI-FI CHOICE 

Balanced, open. unboxy and quite lively, but lacks muscle. 149 
170 
189 
300 
599 

Very refined midband; maybe too laid back for some E_:-_!9_,_34,16 _ _?6 �,.----::.45 :---::--=---:-:-::-::....:::::.-
Ciever cabinet avOids boxiness and promotes focus imagmg and bass 43,51,27 88 20 25 
Impressive bass and balance from very compact floorstander. Upper midband cou_ld_b_ e_c _le_ an_ e_ r. _______ 2_ 9-'-,7_ 5'-- ,2_8 __ • __ 8_ 9_8_ 5 _2_0_........;;---1665 152 
Big value vinyl big box has good balance and lots of loudness, but needs a good amp. 33,96,32 e � -"2-'-5_.::.....::._ ......:.l.:.c55:..= 8_;:_;cl3c:...8 

1,470 Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps. �.34 e 91 20 1355 143 
6,0.22.___These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive. e 99 ......:.-.=.:._�,...;..:.:=-:-,..,. C93 
lOO Despite low price, this is an unimpressive performer, poor low frequency resolution and analysis being main flaws 1043 130 
300 Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid back balance 1412 148 
400 Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale. 
49_ 9 �Tiny floorstanding transmission line lacks coherence or the balance of Studio l. 

_ 69!J____(ienuinely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinical. 
8!l!l___T_ransmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver. 

200 Well balanced with natural perspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a bit boxy and un� 
450 This model offers a clean, open sound, offset by midbass heavy balance and low sensitivity. __15}__8_:p 

1,379 Class leading coherence and communication, but can sound shut-in and dark __13,92,41 e 87 
995 Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size. 17,31,23 87 4 

126 
94 
78 

118 

3,�rrs on side of extremism. High sensitivity and beguiling mid band make a persuasive case for va_,_lv-'-e "'pa"-rt"'ne"-rs"-h --"ip __ _;_42"-''-"15:..:. 0� ,1.:..9 _...._ ...::..• __94 _i_ --·--'--=---=:..:...-::.:..:.._ 
1,3� Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness. .....i1101,27 .----:•::......-=8::.8__:_-:::._=--: ___ __:8:.::.. 6 
163 Sharp styling, but the complex grillwork worsens a sound which starts off with too mc.:u::.chc._t::.o"-p =-:an-=d :.::n.::.:ot-=e:.::no:.:: u"'gh:... :b:.::ott= o"-'m"-. --'1::. 3� ,2-" 0'-'-12::...... __ ..:.87:...._..-:_:_;:_;cl3:.:: 0__:=---7---......:.-'-
l99 Goes very loud with a minimum of amplification, but the sound is very thick and uneven, with a heavy upper bass 25,80,26 -•:---::9-c-

1_8,.---,3-c-
O _ ____,_, 

299 Offering a large vers1on of events these rock boxes can move plenty of air, albeit not as subtly as alternatives 25,lp8,26. 5 e 91 4_4-'-0'--"-.;.-------'� 
199 Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun. 14,22,12 88 30 110 

500 Good material value with a fair amount of low bass from lOOW active design 
�little thumpy but transparent with good timing and goes loud (active) 
139 Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass: for high sensitivity speakers �9,34 128 
500 A very cute cube of an active sub but mi:cdb:.:a::::ss:...:i.:..s .:::bo:.::o::.:m,__y w:.:: i::.:th:..:n::. o .:..:re:.:: a :...:l e:::. xt:.::enc:.:sc:.:io"-n 

.........,----------3:,4c. :,3:...: 4� ,3"-4 _.:.::_ ___ ---"::.....---:-------;--�'2:.::..8 
530 Has some neat styling touches and remote control but deep bass is limited (active) �i!.53 154 
500 Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension (active) 38.5,37,43 154 
250_ Q __ ��Hks well, looks great, shakes the windows but costs a lot and is bulky 56,43,50 128 
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SUBWOOFERS (CONTINUED) 

4 IIIUVX-78 
Mordaunt-Short SWl 

4 RELQ-Bass 

450 Baby of a big range this active design delivers deep, plenteous bass albeij lacking in transparency 
150 Fair value, can help sensitive small speakers but no serious extension to match upper bass 

_35� Smashes the price barrier for deep bass performance 

H 
i-fi furniture is more important than you might imagine. The 

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from 

subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up into two categories­

equipment supports and loudspeaker stands. 

manner of steel tube and section. 

Speaker stands come in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different 

models. Use dealer or manufacturer recommendations to narrow down 

the choice, but as a nule you want the tweeter at ear height. 

it is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment support, but 

some are definitely more equal than others. There's a variety of 

approaches and materials used, including particle board, glass and all � Best buy 4 Recommended 

HEIGifJ (CM), Heigtrt at stand or equipment shelf. 

lOP PLATE SIZE (CM), Dimensions of tnp plate on speal<er stand 

or equipment support 

Fli.1A8l.E, Some speaker stands can be filled with sand arxVor 

�ad to irmase mass, which affects sound. 

WELDm, ltMl better stands and suiJIXllls are welded rather t!Jan 

bolted�ther 

NUMB£R OF SHELVES, The amount of tiers on an equipement 

STANDS & SUPPORTS 

rack or support 

SHELf lYl'E, Material t!Jat sheNes are ma<te of on an equipment 

rack. IIOOd --�� means MDF. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, ltMl factsback reference for ordering a lax 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the factsback 

information page. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-fi Choice in wh1ch the 

original review appeared. 

J!.rQ2H$;!li',t2�;il'"":�., · :·-Prip�.<t>ll co"lm�!'! a't"���.A!'AY A"'-o� 
Equipment Supports 

4 Audiop�e furniture Base 
fi-Rax R4 

4 Mana Acoustics Ref. lab e 
4 _ qu��r aspire _94 
4 Sound Organisation Z038 

4 SoundStyle Select 6105 

480 Easy to set up, well ordered sound 
250 lively, exuberant sound, slightly weak bass 
350 King ol its type, angle iron, chrpboanl and glass combined ID make a sigJrilicanl drfference ID sound quality 
200 Easy ID live wrtlr. and tonally neutral 
130 Too lively and lacking order - but cheap 
280 Respectable sanies, structurally solid and smart 

Stands Unique Sound Tower �ds colouration, and lacks weight. Optional Isolation Platform 
4 Target 85 _!7 5__£ree of colourations, fine grip and good value 
4 Mana Acoustics 5 Trer Amp Stmd 600 Infinitely upgradable_ Persuasive and thriling 

Speaker Stands 

Alphason Titan S50 

4 Atacama SE24 
lxos Deadrock 903 

4 Gale Reference SOP 
4 Kudos S50 

4 -r.bn� s��dframes 
4 Partin on DiscoY.el)' 

100 Excels in the midband and allows voices 1o come across in a detailed an d expressive fashion 
70 Stand out from the budget crowd because of the consislency and overall qua rty of the performance 
50 Smooth and tonally even but short on definition. Deep bass is soff which doesn't help timing 
60 Smooth sounding With impresswe bass well suited ID less civilised speakers 
100 Rlrbust. clean and tidy 111 appearance and sound, it has the substance, slam and Qlfl1rol of a propelly balanced design 

� use under floorstanders and equipment racks these make music effortless and natural, can be stacked for greater effect 
80 _ The depth and substance of the presentation buly added ID the convincing nalure of the system's portrayal 

40 Wood 151 
Glass � 

• _! Glass 147 
4 MDF 15 1 

50 40,84 --•=--·-5=----cWc:.:oo:.:.d...c____;_:15:.::._1 

8 1 
�151 

72,42 ---,.----'-GI_as'-s-__c15_1 
_ �.._5 Wood 151 

e 5 Glass 151 

T 
umtables at the cheaper end of the market 

tend to be supplied with a matching tonearm, 

and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 

better quality is found at higher prices among the separate 

motor units and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up 

is essential for these components. 

its construction and design have a significant bearing on sound quality. 

There are three basic types of arms listed in the key and each has its 

strengths, but pivoted designs are the most popular, for reasons both 

practical and economical. 

Although the turntable is the most important part of a record 

player, the tonearm is the second most important, and the quality of 
C4l Best buy 4 Recommended 

EFFEClM MASS, This relates to ea� compliance. Gene<al� 

high mass arms are- for tow comp�ance cartridges and 

PMW.S. 1RACIQNG, AA arm which �tows the cartridge to 

TON EAR MS 

track the disc in a linear fashion. 

PIVOTED, Arms which allow the cartridge to <tesaibe an arc as 

they lraverse the recool. 

UNI-PIVOI Piwted arms with a bearing that allows movement in 

lw<> p�nes. 

EFFECnYE LENGTH {cm), length of arm from bearing to 

cartridge mounting. 

ADJUSTABLE HIEIGHI Important for accurate cartridge set-up. 

FACTS BACK NUMBER, The reference for ordering a lax copy of t!Je 

review. Use the contents page lo find the Factsback. 

BACK ISSUL The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. 

4 Alphason HRlOOS 
4 l(uzma Stogi Rei 
4 UnnEkos 

490 S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack. 
l.OOO Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness. 
1,297 �rt. state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor's strengths. 
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THE DIRECTORY 1.! :� 

TONEARMS 
Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T 

4 Moth Arm 95 
4 !I_� RB300 139 
4 Robaa Tabriz Basic 275 

4 SME Series 300-309 657 

4 SME Series IV 936 
4 SME Series V __!,39.!__ 

T he ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet, detailed and natural. low 60 
Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high end turntables_. __ low 60 
Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega ann in many cases - a touch bright though. low 91 
Beautifully made and finished: fully adjustable and a highly neutral perfonner. low 79 
Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration. low 

----
60 

Excellent in all respects, this ann arguably sets the standards for pivoted anns, regardless of price. low 60 

S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound 

is all about. CD players may offer silent 

backrounds and flat frequency responses, but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that 

serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the 

and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these 

components, but many so-called 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

cheaper end of the marlket tend to be supplied with a 

matching tonearm, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 
better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units 

Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to 

retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of 

paramount importance. it is also the reason why turntables cost as 

much as they do, and require high quality support systems. 

ell Best buy � Recommended 

MANIW.: 'lbu do [all: put the ...00� on the recol1l and tale [off. 

AUTO: The record player does [all. 

s1ructural interfereoce. 

EXIERNAl PSU: Outboard jX)Wer supp�; general� [indicates higjl 

quality. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE: Most turntables do not come 

supplied with a needle. 

BACK ISSUE: The ISSue of Hi-R Choice 10 which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

S£MI-AUTU: You share the worl<: you put [on, [tales rt off. 
SPEEDS: In RPM to correspond with your platters. 

SUSPENDED SUBCHASSIS: Sprung suspens�n to minimise 

TURNTABLES 

SUPPUED WITll ARM: Many tumtab<s require a separare arm to 
be fitted: d not, this tells you so. 

FACTS BACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T T T 

4 Alphason �nata 
Clearaudio Reference 

4 DNM Rota 2 

4 Dual CS503-2 

4 ou;;- 505-4 uK 

4 Kuzma Stabi/PS 

4 linn Basik 

4 linn LP12 Basik 
4 Ur;;; LP12 lingo 

4 Michell Gyrodek 

4 Pink Triangle Export 

4 Pink Triangle Anniversary 

4 Pro:!ect 6/Sumiko 

4 -��ga Planar 2 

4 Rega Planar 3 
�ivelin Eclipse 

4 �oksan Radius/Tabriz zi 
SME Model 20A 

4 Systemdek IIX/900 

4 Systemdek 1/920/Moth 

4 SYste;;;dekilxE/900AP 
4 Thorens 10166 VI/UII/RB 

Thorens TD2001 

4 T horens TD3001/UK 

4 Voyd 0.5 

4 VoydRef� 

4- -

HI-FT CHOICE 

835 Good sound in all areas - bass, clarity and neutrality all in top class (tested with HR100S MCS). 

2,500 _ Opulent beast tested with Souther TO-I arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold 

4,800 Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table 

170 Coarse and woolly sound - not inoffensive, but bettered by the CS-505-3. 
200 Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in oomph. 

1,200 (Tested with Stugi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended. 

349 Strong mid band analysis and imagery; clean if sharp treble is matched to a good if occasionally wooden bass. 

745 Trails the fulllP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank 
1,345 The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains. 

765 Sweet and natiural sounding player, well matched with the Rega RB300 

948 The PT!OO with built-in PS. Transparent and neutral, but review sample had high motor noise. 

1,797 Possibly the most detailed. clear and neutral sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny. 

699 Don't think of this as a mid price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled down Oracle Delphi - it's that good 

198 A remarkable product at the pnce, surprisingly art1culate and confident 

260 � The '3 (with RB300 arm) sounds musical in a balanced and coherent manner, needs decent isolatiOn 

_!_:lOO_ Tested w1th SME 309. Tends to simply things and add a slightly ragged edge to the proceedings 

855 Musically it offers exceptional performance with a minimum of fuss. 

4,631 Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval. 

230 A h1gh performance budget turntable that IS particularly strong at fine detail resolution and 1magery. 
235 The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Uptempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm. 
388 The acrylic platter IIXE is one of the most capable budget decks on the market: good resolution, dynamics and timing. 
300 Refined and solid sound with well focussed imagery; SUitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartnd� 

700 Similar to TD320 but much dearer - why1 Sound is comfortable but not very detailed. 
770 Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all-round abilities rather than excellence in particular areas. 

3,940 Cross between standard and Reference Voyds. Superb finish, colourful and dynamic. 

6,500 Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substatial motors, is a strong contender for world's best. 

�OQ_ Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards. 

33 • • • 79 

33/45 1328 144 
- ..,...--- ---

33/45 • • •  1328 144 
----! - ----

• 33/45 • • • 91 

•• 33/45 103 

91 

103 

103 

91 

55 

33/45 91 

33/45 91 

• 33/45 • • • 138 

• • 48 

48 

1328 144 

103 
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103 

103 

91 
103 

1328 144 

91 
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T 
he radio medium operates at a lower profile than TY, but in areas well worth having. Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models 

outside pop music the BBC service is the en;y of the world. Live tune gradually and can have analogue or digital displays; they are often 

concerts rival all other scurces from a hi-fi perspective. preferred for scund quality. Digital tuners offer convenient automatic 

Though tuners might seem scmething of a hi-fi afterthought, the task they tune facilities and pre-set memories. 

discharge is far from simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The importance of the former 

will depend on reception conditions, but a high-quality aerial system is 
� Best buy � Recommended 

aerial, useful for aligning your 'Mg' during installation to find the Factsback information page. WAVEBANDS, On� the FM Mlfl baoos giw stereo hi-fi sound, 

tlxJugh AM (MW & LW) are useful for receiving certain 

transmissioos in the UK 

ap�icatioos. Basical� RDS tuners can �en� and dis�ay the 

name of the radio station being received, txrt they offer a varie1y 

of other features aswell. 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB, The ergnnomical� attractive approach to 

dial-surfing. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the onginal 

review appeared. 

PRESETS, Number of station frequencies that can be stored. 

ROS, (rad� data system} was original� designed for in-ear 

Tuners 

REMOTI CONTROL Couch-potato friend�. 

SIGNAL STRENGTH MmR, Indicates strength of signal from 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference lor 

ordering a tax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

Product Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 

Arcam Delta 280 

4 Audiolab SOOOT 

4 -De non W::260L 

4 H_<J�I_I!�_:_Kard�n TU9400 

JVC FX362BX 

Kenwood KT-3050l 

4 Linn Kremiiil 

4 Magnum Oynalab FTIOI 

4 �erid'ia�_so4-
Mission Cyrus FM7 

4 Nairn NATO! 

Onkyo T-430ROS 

Quad FM66 

Sherwood TXJOIOC 

Technics ST-GT350L 

220 Selectivity modest and there is some susceptibility to front end overload, though basic sound quality is pretty good 
399 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average. remote £60 extra 
750 Unusually combination of fine sound quality and RF perfonmance (inc AM), and superb ergonomics 
120 Careful minimalist design promises a surpnsingly open and vtvactous sound. 
299 This striking tuner exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM, it's HK's best yet 
130 Disappointing all-round performance- watch out for aerial overload in strong signal areas. Tuning knob unspecial 
170 Excellent RF performance and plenty of features including RDS, but ordinary sound. 

1,995 Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself. 
825 Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation. 

U5Q_Unique digital converter makes most sense in Meridian system context smooth, sweet sound with fine front end. 
400 • Open, generous soundstaging gives the music plenty of foundation, if a touch shut in at the top 

1,599 There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one. 
190 Pleasingly neutral, but rather undynamic and congested 
554 Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Sound is smooth, but only makes sense in Quad system context 
120 Lots of features and fine FM discrimination for price. Sound is communicative but inconsistently tacky. 
150 Decent RF poerformance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi 
Choice review or needed some sound 

independent advice to make up that 

'Best Buy' system? Factsback is a personal 

service designed to help you navigate the 

ever-increasing list of available products. 

Now, all our reprints over the last 12 months 

are instantly available to you via your fax (or 

fax/modem) 24 hours a day. You get the 

review you need, just when you need it. 

How much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service is 39p per 

minute off-peak and 49p per minute at all other 

times. The pages you will receive have been 

designed to keep user costs to a minimum. The 

Factsback system was put together by 

Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600 

FM,M.L _2_ 4_-+ 
FM 20 

FM,M,l 39 
FM,M.L 20 
FM,M 24 

FM 
FM 
FM 
FM 

FM/MW .�3_ 0�-'---l
c-----

: FM 19 
FM,M 30 

FM,M,l 30 

Now available on 

f) Every Hi-Fi Choice rest review from April 1994 to the present. 

0 How Hi-Fi Choice I m •• works 

0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax 

machine. The handset must be switched ro 'tone'. Complete with prices, Best Buys and Recommendations. 

142 
120 
142 

93 
142 

1017 129 
1018 120 

142 
72 

120 
142 
142 
142 
142 
120 
142 

e Every Hi-Fi Choice Directory entry since issue 129. 

f) Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specific documents by a known document number from 

the keypad of your fax machine. 

(a) Quick or in-depth system index. Includes the length of each article. C) Facrsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax 

machine complete with coversheer. 

TRY IT NOW! CALL 0891 616518 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS 

Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 0181 840 6305 • lax 0181 579 1761 
Adcom • Celestion International Ltd • teTOT 47T3�fiiXOT473729�-­
ADT • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Advent • Entel Ltd • tel 01483 425702 
Adyton • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Air Tangent • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 8797962 
Aiwa UK • tel 0181 897 7000 • lax 0181 564 9446 • Dealers 2000+ · 
Akai (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 897 6388 • lax 0181 897 1508 • Dealers 250 
AKG • Harman Audio UK Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 • Dealers30-­
Aiamo • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 50 
Albarry • Ortofon UK Ltd • tel 01753 888949 • lax 01753 889636 
Alcliemist Products • tel 0181 883 3008 � tax -dT8I 883 1160 
Allison Acoustics Ltd • tel 01484 603333 • lax 01484 607774 
Alpha son • tel 01942 678000 • lax 609913 • Dealers 700 
AMC • Campus International Ltd • tel 01494 431290 
ARC • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
J\rcam;iffR Cambridge Ltd • tel D122T440964-;Taxol223863384-;J'Jealers2T1 
Arion • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 ·;lax018687 48281-- -
Ariston • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 ;-iax-0171 8279009-;·oeafers 23 
Art Audio • tel 0115 9653604 • lax 0115 9637795 
ATC Loudspeaker Technology Ltd • tel 01285 760561 • lax 01285 760683 • Dealers 25 
AT!l0\arivil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • tax 01359 240687 

-

Audio Alchemy •PatliPremier • tel 01494 44T7360ax01494 461209 
Audio lniiiivafioris;Au-diOCOmponents • tel 01305761017 ·lax 01305 761492 
Audio Note • Audio Note UK • tel 01273 220511 • lax 01273 731498 • Dealers 15 
Audio Physic • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Audio Research • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Audio fechiilca-ua-;!efDm zrii44T-;IaxoTT3 2764836-;Deafeisioo 
Audiolab • Cambildge-SyStems Tech-iiOTogylfiFiertlT4805252T--;-fax 01480 52159 
Aud!OiiieCa�ilosDisTribUfloii�oT868748632 • fiiXOI86874828\-­
Audioquest • A&R Cambridge Ltd • tel 01223 440964 • lax 01223 863384 
Audiostatic • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
J\uiiTovectoi-;--rhecliOrdCOiTIPafly -;·tel on2233T67�Xliif72i4T 138-8 --- ---
Aura • B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 
AVJ • AV lnternationaf1fd ;-tel1i1453 765682 • taiTIT4s37s277T • bealers-23- -

B&O • Bang & Olufsen UK Ltd • tel 01734 692288 • lax 01734 693388 • Dealers 167 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 • Dealers 400 
Basis • RT Services--;Tef0Tm8T3058___ 

--- --

Beiil:Micro; Auctloireaks • tel 0181 948 4T53 ·tax 01819484250· Dealers 12 
Beyerdynamic • tel 01273 479411 • lax 01273 471825 • Dealers 300 
Bose UK Ltd • tel 01795 475341 • lax 01795 427227 • Dealers 496 
Boston Acoustics • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01494 890277 
Bravura • Thomas Transducers • tel 01732 851408 

-

Bryston • Professional Monitor Co • tel 01923 249119- • tax 01923 249219 

Cable Talk • tel 01252 373434 • lax 01252 371818 
Cambridge Audio • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
CanonUkPhoto Division • tel 01483 740005 • lax 01483 740054 • Dealers 300 

· 

casfle 1\c-ilusiiCs u{· tel 01756 795333;iaxort56-795335 ;·oeafeis264 ---
CAT • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Celestion International Ltd • tel 01473 322222 • lax 01473 729662 • Dealers 200 
Cerwin Vega • CSE Administration • tel 01423 359054 • lax 01423 359058 • Dealers 98 
Chimera International Amplification • tel 0181-441 1951 
chord ·The ChoiTICilmpaiyTfd;feJOT122 33T67Fiaioi722411388 ·- D8alei52ld 
Classe Audio-· Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Clements • Wollaton Audio • tel 0115 928414 7 
Concordant • Sambell Engineering • tel 01455 283251 
Conrad-Johnson • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
Copland� -AfisoluieSounds • tel oill9f15-o4T"-;-taX5T81 879 7962 • Dealers 32 
Counterpoint • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Credo • Townsheiid Audio • tel 01784-455866 

---

6eek Audio Ltd • tel 0181 361 4133 .-lax 0181 361 4136 • Dealers 40 
CR Developments • CR Developments Ltd • tel 01702 469055 • lax 01702 601883 
Crimson • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
Croff� Eminent AUdiO--;teT1IT2f3i31442;-fax 0121 3778309 -

Dali • Onkyo UK • tel 0181 343 2082 • lax 0181 346 4925 
Dawn Audio Ltd • tel 01932 355040 • lax 01932 355041 
Day sequerra-�-AilSoJuleSoi:iiicts 0eloi8l94r5047"0axo rsT819796r -
lieadrock • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • tax 0121 748 3-8�Deafers700 
Denon • HaydenTi!lloratOrTes Ltd .-TeromT88844T-;-faxdT75388oTo9;-Deafers-35o 
Densen • Russell Kauffman Distribution • tel 01582 561227 
DNM • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
DPA • tel 01222 795621 • lax 01222 794267 • Dealers 17 

HI-FT CHOICE 

Dual • RAM UK Ltd • tel 0161 973 0505 • fax 0161 905 1965 • Dealers 450 
Dynavector • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862-

EAR • Yoshino • tel 01480 467788 
ICAD!sfrlbution • tel0181 830 5128 • lax 0181 208 1271 • Dealers 5 
Eclipse • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers23 
Electrocompaniet • Esoteric Audio Imports • tel 01243 533030 • lax 01243 53303[] 
EMF Audio • tel 0181 361 6734 • lax 0181 361 4136 
Epos Acoustics • tel 01705 407722 • lax 01705 400099 ;;-Deafers64 
Exposure Electronics· tel 01273 42387T�Xtl1273 430619 

Faraday Sound • tel 01603 762967 
Forte Audio • Acoustic Energy Ltd • tel 0181 840 6305 • lax 0181 579 1761 
FUllers • Fuller's AudiO �tax o1ro26T2TI6 __ _ 

Gale • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Gallo • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Gamma Acoustics • Gamma Acoustics • tel 01753 526939 • lax 01753 526939 
Genefec • ProjeCt-; tel 0111359 0400-----�-...... . ........ · ··-.. ·· -·-·-- --- ----·--·-·····-··· 

Genexxa • lntertan CfFTefbT922434b-oo·;·-faxbT9227T0789 • Dealers 346 
Glari·i� -Presence -Au-ctio-;-f8Tol444461611 -;-iax-oT44H6T5To______ -

GLL • Goodmans GLL • tel 0170549277701ixlill D5470875 • Dealers 250 
Goldring Products Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 • Dealers -roo­
Goodmans Industries Ltd • tel 01705 673763--.- lax 01705 664333 
Graif6-;Goldring ProductSTicf-. tef0f284Toflb1 • lax 01284 750040 • Dealers so 
Graham • Reference International • tel 01435868004 
G-ianiAmplitiers • !BTdTlds 837392 
Grundig International Ltd • tel 01788 577155 • lax 01788 562354 
GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 

Harbeth Acoustics Ltd • tel 01444 440955 • fax 01444 440688 
Harman-Kardon • Harman Audio Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050-·�fa- x 0� 1� 81�2= 074-572 
Helius Designs • tel 01386 830083 • Dealers 5 +direct 
Heybrook Hi-li Ltd • tel 01752 731313 • lax Oi ls3 733954 ;-oealers fs 
H0rning • Definitive Audio • tel 01159 813562 

Impulse Loudspeakers • tel 0181 766 0474 • lax 0181 766 0468 • Dealers 11 
Infinity • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
lnteraudio • Bose UK Ltd • tel 01795 475341 • lax 01795 427227 

-- --

lxos ·Path Disii11lU\Ion-;ielof21 749 2240·-lax 0121748 3838 • Dealersioo 

Jadis • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Jamo UK Ltd • tel Ol32n01300 • lax 01327 300511 • Deiiiers 300+ 
JBL • Harman Audio UK Ltd • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 • Dealers 150 
Jec-kllri-;--MaYTuaRiMarkefinitUK"Hld-;leror943 s6493o - ;Tlxor94TssJ8l4 · · · -
Jordan Watts Acoustics Ltd • ·ref0l8T985-T646-;-fax6i819860I12-
JPW Loudspeakers Ltd • tel 01752 607000 • lax 01752 607001 • Dealers 200 
JVC UK Ltd • tef0181 450 3282 • lax 0181 208 3038 • Dealers 5000 

KAL UK Ltd • tel 01303 245005 • lax 01303 221736 
KEF Audio Ltd • tel 01622 672261 • lax 01622 672939 • Dealers 240 
Kenwood • Trio-Kenwood UK • tel 01923 816444 ;-lixliT923 81913!";-oeafeiSlooo 
Keswick Audio • tel 01977 671823 • Dealers 13 
Kimber Cable • RATA Ltd • tel 01539 823247 • lax 01535823317 
Riseki-;p[eseilce Audio ·-tefdf444"4 6T6Tl �-tax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 
Koetsu • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 20 
Koss • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • "fa"X"iil8T8085599 _____ _ 
Krell • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 17 
Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 

-

Kuzma • AudioiieaE0eJ 0181 948 4153 • -iax1lf81948 4250 • Dealers12 

LFD • tel 01255 422533 • lax 01255 221370 • Dealers 7 
Linaeum • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 
Linn Products • tel 0141 644 Sill. • lax 0141 64<r4262-
Livlng Voice • Definitive Audio • tel Ol!S98!3562 
[on�Prese-riceAudio-;-teJ 0144IT6T611 ·-tax 01444 4615To;-Dealers 10 + direct 
Lowther Voight Lfd·�·er··aisl 300 9166 

----

Lumley Reference • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Lux man • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Lynwood Electronics--;-tel 01709 873667 • Dealers 25 
Lyra • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 .... 
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Subscribe to Home Entertainment 
and choose your free gift! 
Worth £19.99, the universal remote control handset 

covers a wide range of televisions, video recorders and 

satellite receivers. No more messing around with 

different remote controls- this handset works all three! 

lt's available, FREE, to the first 30 new subscribers. 

• RRP £19.99 • Controls TV, VCR and satellite 

• Pre-programmed • Fastext function 

These excellent, all purpose SR120 headphones 

are typical of the high quality we expect from Vivanco. 

Worth £19.95, they can be yours FREE when you 

subscribe to Home Entertainment. 
• RRP £19.95 • Large earcups 

• 40mm Ferrit systems 20-22.000Hz 

With the hassle-free direct 

debit method you can pay in easy 

instalments of just £14.97 every 

six months. Remember you can 

cancel your direct debit at any time. 

You know it makes sense! 

Home Entertainment or just £14.97 
HOME ENTER TAINMENT SUBSCRIPTION APPLICATION FOR M 

YES! I want to discover how to transform my living room with Home Entertainment. 

0 Please start my subscription from the next available issue and send me my free gift. 

or.. 

O I am already a subscriber, please extend my subscription and send me my free gift. 

YOUR FREE GIFT 
Please tick which gift you prefer: 

0 Universal remote control handset 0 SR120 headphones 

If the remote control is not available. I understand that I will receive the SR120 

headphones free with my low priced subscription. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
Direct Debit payment 
0 £14.97 every six months (UK only) 

Cheque or Credit/Debit card payment 
1 year 0 UK £29.97 0 Europe £43.99 O World £56.99 

YOURDETA �IL�S�------------ -- ---- -- -- -- --------------------, 
Name 

� Address 

� kostcode 
8 

Daytime phone 

� RETURN THE COUPON TO: Home Entertainment Subscriptions. FREEPOST WD7. 

-· Bristol BS12 OBR. (No stamp required) 

W., Overseas readers, please post to: Home Entertainment Subscriptions. 

;;; Bradley Pavilions, Bradley Stoke North, Bristol BS12 OBQ United Kingdom. 

YOUR CHOICE OF PAYMENT 0 Direct Debit, Q Cheque or E) Credit/Debit Card 

0 0 I would like to subscribe by Direct Debit for only £14.97 every six 
months (UK only) 
Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit. �DIRECT 

Debit 
To the manager- bank name 

Address 

Postcode 

Name of account holder(s) 

Bank sort code I I 11 I 11 I I Account number I I I I I I I I I I 

Originators identification number 1_1_1�1_4_1�1JHQI 
Please pay Dennis Publishing Ltd. Direct Debits from the account detailed on this 

instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by The Direct Debit Guarantee. 

Signature(s) Date 

Banks and building societies may not accept direct debit instructions for some types of account. 

0 0 I enclose a cheque made payable to: Dennis Publishing Limited 

E) 0 Please charge my 

0 Visa 0 AccessjMastercard O AMEX O Switch (Issue No. --=-------=!· 

Card Number _1_1_1_ 11_ 1_ 1_1_11_1_ 1_1_ 11_ 1_ 1_1_11_ 1_ 1_ 

Expiry date 1_1_ 11_ 1_1 

Today's date 

O Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers or new products. P607HFC 

JD.L I I 11.\ .NZ IS. I I D.\ 11 .US.\ 3.4 t IS. I.\ .i I i.t J I :Si 5.\ 1&.€ i. U D£9.¥.CJ. 



MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS (CONTINUED) 

MAG Audio (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 555 1222 
Magnepan • Audionord UK • tel 01235 813058 
Magnum • Hailey Audio Ltd • tel 01992 442425 • Dealers6 
Mana Acoustics ; teTOT8f868-2788 ··lax 0181 429 0118 -
Manticore Audio Visual • tel 01767 318437 • Dealers 5 +direct 
Marantz Hi-li UK Ltd • tel 01753 680868 • lax 01753 680428 • Dealers 200+ 
Mark Levinson • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Martin-Logan • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 20-
Matlsse� GlAudio • tel 01895 833099 - -- - - - - -- - -- -
Mclntosh • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Meridian Audio Ltd • tel 01480 434334 • lax 01480 432948 • Dealers 98 
Metaxas • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 
Michell Engineering • tel 0181 953 0771 • Dealers 8 
Michi • Gamepath Ltd • tel 0190lfTI7707 :.::. f;:.:a=-x 0� 1
:;.,
90�8�3�22=7�04� .-D�e�al�ers 18 

MTCrO�Siilkl-;7\bsolute Sounds • tel 018194Bo4y--;-raxor8T8797962-­
Micromega DA Ltd • tel 0181 502 1416 • lax 0181 502 1438 • Dealers 104 
Milltek • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 
Minstrel • Quantum Audio Ltd • tel 01563 571122 • lax 01563 571133 
Mission Electronics • tel 01480 451777 • Dealers 259 
MOiiTfiirAudTOTtd - ; tel 0122324289lr-� faXTiill3 214532 • Dealers 45 
Monrio • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 

·-----

Monster • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 181 -
Mordaunt-Short Ltd • tel 01705 407722 • lax 01705 400099 • Dealers 485 
Morel • Clere Electronics Ltd • tel 01635 297717 • lax 01635 297717 
Moth Marketing • tefiiT23474Tr52 ;·oiiaiersfd ___________________ ----------- · 

Musical Fidelity Ltd • tel 0181 900 286(; lax 018T90- 0-2983-;-Dealers 145 ________ _ 
Myryad Systems Ltd • terD1705 265508; fax01705 23r4o7 

NAD Marketing Ltd • tel 0181 343 3240 • lax 0181 346 4925 • Dealers 380 
Naim Audio ;-tel 01722 332266 ·lax 01722 412034 • DeaTersTo­
Nakariilchi • s&Wloudspeakers (lJKHd) ;-te\d1903T5o75o;·fax-dT91:J375o-694- - - · 

Neat Hi:rT • tel dTJ25 ;f6o8TF Dealers 15 
-

Nottingham Analogue ;-telOI773 762947 • lax 01773 533566 • Dealers 4 
NVA • tel 01763 272707 • lax 01763 271694 • Dealers 3 

Onix Electronics • tel 01273 517358 
OnkyoDIGtefo1813432osz;tax0181 346 4925 • Dealers 120 
OrerreRT=fi • tel 0181 908 4126 • Dealers� -
Origin Live • tel 01703 442183 • -Dealers 25 
Ortofon U KLtd • tel 01753 888949 • lax 01753"'8"" 8= 96= 3�6 -. =oe-a�ler-s =2o=o-
Panasonic UK Ltd • tel 01344 853550 • lax 01344 853081 • Dealers 3000+ 
Papworth Audio Technology • tel 01480 830345 
Pentachord Loudspeakers • tel 0181 788 2228 • Dealers Direct 
Perception • Kinsfiaw Electronics [fd • tel 01209 71S87s;-fax 01209 711939 
riiiTips-·;·Mahhewfhomas • tel ol8I 689 2166 • llealers-sooo + 
PickeringCartridges · • tel 01904 642463 • lax 01904 652225 
Pink Triangle Projects • tel 0171 70f5498 • Dealers 47 
Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd • tel 01753 789564 • lax 01753 789536 • Dealers 500 
Polk Audio • tel 01727 827311 • lax 01727 827284 • Dealers 104 
l'osself;tnudio-;·-reTDT89s-833o99- · ---------- ----------

---· 

Pro=)eCi;OrtofiinUK Ltd • tel 01753 888949 ·lax 01753 889636 • Dealers 70 
Proac• DNAMa rketing • tel 01403 753180 • lax 01403 753181 • Dealers 19 -
ProfessionafMonitorCO�I 01923 24§IT9--;-iiix5Till�-Dealers 12 + direct 
PS Audio • Absolute Sounds • tem181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 

QED Audio Products Ltd • tel 01276 451166 • lax 01276 452211 • Dealers 150+ 
Quad Electroacoustics Ltd 081 01480 5256Gfax 01480 413403 ;-Dealers 130 

RCF Electronics • tel 01268 570808 • lax 01268 570809 
RATafis;RDI Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 • Dealers 4 +-direcf -
ReaiTSflc-;·liife-rtanltd • tel-01922 -434000 • lax 01922 710789-· Dealers 346 
Rega Researct1Ltd-�023330T1.�Tax0l702432427�ers-54 ___ _ 
ReiidekO· Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
REL Acoustics Ltd • tel 01656 766093 • Dealers 80 

- -
Reson • VirtuaTReality Audio Systems • \elo1277227355 ;lax o li77 224103 
ReVoiVeir�-R!iWOK.Tfil; teTOT61 97Jb5d5-; fax0161 905 1965 · 
Richard Alien Loudspeakers -;TeTOf27-r872442 

--· ·-

Rivelin Audio • Sonic Link • tel 01332 674929 • lax 01332 361390 
Rogers • Swisstone Electronics Ltd • tel 0181 640 2172 • Deale::.:rs:.::1�0�0 +-­
Roksan-Lid � teToi895436384; fax01895 43638FOeaieis35 
Rose Industries Ltd • tel 01235 847023 • Dealers 10 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

Ross Consumer Electronics Ltd • tel 01703 666363 • lax 01703 666190 
Rotel • Gamepath Ltd • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 2"32�-
Royd Loudspeakers Co Ltd • tel 01952 290700 • lax 01952 290190 • Dealers 65 
Ruark • tel 01702 601410 • lax 601414 

Sansui UK • tel 01204 700139 
SO Acoustics • tel 0181 399 6308 • lax 0181 399 6308 
Sennheiser UK Ltd • tel 01628 850811 • lax 01628 850958 • Dealers 850 
Sentec • MAG Audio (UK) Ltd • tel 0181 555 1222 
Shahinian • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 • Dealers 15 
Sharp Electronics (UK) Lid .-feiOT6DOY2333 -
Shearne Audio • tel 01438 740953 • lax 01438 740995 
Sherwood • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Shure • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • lax 0181 808 5599 
SME Ltd • tel 01903 814321 • lax 01903 814269 • Dealers 125 
Sonic Frontiers • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
so.riTcTiiik • Audiokits-;;·lelbTI3z-674929 
Sonus-Faber • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 30 
Sony United Kingdom Ltd • tel 0181 784 1144 
Sound Organisation • Gold ring Ltd • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 
Sound-Lab • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 
souriClS!Yie • GoldrliigProduCisTtd�-�erorrs·47oTror-;-Ja�7sa·o4o ;-Dealers no 
Spendor Audio Systems • tel 01323 843474 • Dealers 17 
Spica; Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • fax-0144446T510 _________ _ 
Stanton • Lamba Electronics Ltd • tel 017278 40527 • lax 017278 37811 
Stax • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
SteiiifiiDrt AiJdTO• AudioSynergyLtd• tel 01924 406016 ·lax 01924 410069 
Sugden • Audio Synergy Ltd • tel 01924 406016 • lax 01924 410069 • Dealers 12 
Sumiko ;-patf iPremier • tel 01494 4ill30laXlli49446I209 _______________ ______ _ 

System Audio • The Chorn:·ompany • tel 01722 331674 • lax 01722 411388 
Systym • Systemdek Ltd • tel 01294 271251 • lax 01294 277095 

Tannoy Ltd • tel 01236 420199 • lax 01236 428230 • Dealers 400 
Taral�uillC1iiergy;\erorn5�TaXOT285 65illo 
TDL Electronics Ltd • tel 01494 441191 • lax 01494 461803 • Dealers 274 
Teac UK Ltd • tel 01923 819630 • lax 01923 236290 • Dealers 200 
feclliilcs;rilnasciiiT� tel 0990 357357; Dealers 2000----- -
Tesserac Research Ltd • tel 0181 669 0011 • lax 0181 773 040-6 -------­
Theta • AliSolliiBSounds;iefdT8194f5154T� lax 018[ 8797%2 -
fhiel • MPI Electronic UK Ltd • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Thorens • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01494 890277 

.:..:..c..:=-. ____ _ 

Thule • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01271227355 • lax 01277 224103 
Totem • MaYAudiQ Markeii-ngTllRHtd • teTbT94386493o • TaX0194T8638I4 - . -tYealers 6 
Townshend Audio • teiliT784 455866 

----- --- -
- -

Transfiguration • Reference International • tel0f435868504 
T� KroriOs DiStributiOn • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281--
Tube Technology • tel 01932 850354 -- :c.--===-------

UKD-Opera • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652669 
Unison Research • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652669 

van den Hul UK • tel 0181 810 9388 • lax 0181 810 9365• Dealers 160 
Vandersteen • A&R Cambridge Ltd • tel 01223 440964--;-liiXliTI23863384"·-----------­
vrso-nrc·-�---can-fOrd Audio • tel 0191 415 0205 . ---··-·--·----

· 
Vivanco UK Ltd • tel 01442 231616 • lax 01442 235421 • Dealers 1000+ 
Voyd Turntables Ltd • tel 01242 574528 

--

VPI • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 0ax 0181 9484250 

Wadia • Woodstock • tel 01865 883535, lax 01865 881012 
Well Tempered • Pear Audio Ltd • tel 01665 830862 • 01665 830051 
Wharfedale Loudspeakers Ltd • tel 0113 260l222=·:,fa -,--x:;;0�11::-;c 3->;2;;.;60ii02;;,;6�7------
Wheaton • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 
Wilson • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 504f;faioT8i8797962�-Dealeisf 
Woodside Electronics • tel 01934 520248 

Yamaha Electronics UK Ltd • tel 01923 233166 • lax 01923 244930 
YBA • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
voshlii·a-;-t-ero-14fo46nss··-----

Zeta • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 50 
lYP • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 • Dealers 2 +direct 
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AVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
(0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5 30. Closed Mon. li1oZ;1 
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, c/o Harper Furnishings, 
Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BA 1 
6AD. (01225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony, 
Rotel, AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura 
and many many more. 2 demo rooms, home 
demos, appointments required, service dept, free 
install, home trial. Access, Visa, lnt free credit, 
instant credit Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed 
Monday. 

RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA1 
2BX. Tel 01225 446245 (Contact lain Marshal!). 
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected 
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality, 
whatever your budget Staff who care about what 
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. li1oZ;1 
RADFORDS, 10-12 Gloucester Road, Bristol. Tel 
(0117) 944 1010 (Contact Chris Tuck). Premier 
HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected to offer 
outstanding sound and picture quality, whatever 
your budget Staff who care about what they 
sell and have the ability and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. li1oZ;1 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728. Major 
new brands join our select group of products 
from reliable, high-quality suppliers with interna­
tional reputations who are dedicated to sound 
and build quality. We have many customers 
thrilled that they discovered these superb per­
formers rather than the magazines' favourites. 
Believe your own ears in your home where you 
can best judge the benefits. We aim for long-term 
satisfaction, not just a quick sale. Ask about our 
ex-dem and mint used items. Brands: Lumley 
(valve amps and speakers), RESTEK, Copland, 
Audio Synthesis DAX2, Michell, Orelle, 
Enlightened Audio Design, Kora, Tube Technology, 
CAT, Chameleon, Magnum Dynalab, 
Stratosphere, M0rch, Graham, Sumiko, 
Transfiguration, Spendor, Keswick, Mirage, 
Harbeth, NEAT, Sequence, Air Pods, cables -
Silver Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM, Sonic Link. 

V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59 
1 EJ. (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, A VI, Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue 
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, 
Pro-Ac, Michell,  REL, Ruark, Sansui, SME 
(inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Wadia. 
Dems by appt only, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service facilities.Access, Visa. For full 
product listing please see Dealer Guide. 

BERKSHIRE 
L AKES, 254 High Street, Slough. Tel (01753) 
538288. For better hi-fi in the Thames Valley. 
Agents for: Aiwa, B&W, Infinity, JVC, Kenwood, 
Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Philips, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Technics. 

Free delivery. Dem rooms at High Wycombe, 
Aylesbury, Marlow, Maidenhead, St Albans, 

Chiswick High Road, London, and Bracknell. 

Please see our advert in the Dealer Guide or ring 

for your nearest branch. 

RADFORDS, 43 King Edward Court, Windsor, SL4 
1TG. Tel 01753 856931 (Contact Pete Budd). 
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected 
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality, 
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what 
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. li1oZ;1 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 2EG. (01734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installation, 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit Facilities 

including interest free credit subject to status. 

9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: Bracknell, 
Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury. 

AUDIO T, 4 Queen's Walk, Broad Street Mall, 
Reading RG1 ?OF. (01734) 585463. Your first 
choice for real hi-fi and home cinema sound. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion, Micromega, 
Meridian, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Yamaha etc. 
Demonstration facilities (including home 
cinema). Free local installation. Bada guarantee. 
Open lues-Sat 9.30-5.30pm. Open Thurs 10.00-
?.00pm. li1oZ;1 

BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, (01922) 493499/473499. 
Audio equipment from leading and specialist 
brands on two floors, with 3 demo floors, home 
trials, home cinema with instore demo theatre, 
evening demo's by appointment. In house service 
dept. Mail order avail. lnt free credit subject to 
status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm.Late night friday. 

Expert advice, cable dressing and free installation 
is what makes Sound Academy the Midlands 

most exclusive Hi-Fi studio. 

FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE AIDVERT IN THE 

DEALER GUIDE li1oZ;1 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 

(0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see 
full entry under West Midlands 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
AUDIO INSIGHT LTD, 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony 
Stratford, Milton Keynes, Bucks MK11 1 ED. 
(01908) 561551. Alchemist Products, AVI, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Aura, Heybrook, Meridian, Moth, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, TDL, UKD and more. Records and 
CDs, record cleaning service. SGL speaker demo 
room. Access, Visa and Rnance. 
NORTHWO O D  AUDIO 11, 98 Cambridge St, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1 BA. Tel. 01296 28790 
(AlP). Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio 

Meca, Aura, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord Company, Denon, D.P.A., 
Exposure, Grado, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef, 
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, 
Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink 
Triangle, Pro-Ac, Rei, Rose, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Systemdek, Tannoy, T DL, Teac, T horens. 
NOBODY EVER REGRETIED PURCHASING THE 
BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. 
Credit facilities available. 

e Two year guarantee, trans-

ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 
move more than 30 miles from his/her original 
address 

e low cost five year guarantee 
option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 

e customer complaints procedure in the event of 
problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

ill (0171) 226 4044 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
CB4 3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our main entry 
under Hertfordshire. li1oZ;1 
THE HI-FI COMPANY, SOUND AND VISION 
STUDIO 42 Cowgate, Peterborough, Cambs PE1 
1NJ. Tel (01733) 341755. The region's largest 
range of new and used hi-li and audio visual 
equipment. Dedicated hi-li and AV demonstration 
rooms, including LaserDisc and Projection TV. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Denon, JBL, 
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL, 
Revolver, Rotel, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and 
many more. Laser Disc to projection T V. Part 
exchange especially welcome. All major credit 
cards and interest-free credit on many items. 
Open Mon-Sat 1 Dam - 5.30pm. 

UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
(01223) 354237. Mission-Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, 
Denon, Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free install, 
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 
Open 9-5.30. li1oZ;1 

CHESHIRE 
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 
(01244) 344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi from 
Arcam, Audiolab, Linn, Michell, Nairn, Rega, 
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Teac and many more. Multi 
room systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demon­
stration facilities, home demonstrations and 
installations a pleasure. We offer the best prod­
ucts, the best service and the best sounds. Open 
Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by appointment. 

ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. (01625) 
582704. For the very best in hi-li separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio, 
interest free credit. Visa, Access. Home trial. 

li1oZ;1 
AUDIO COUN EL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. 1i1oZ;1 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ (01244) 345576. All that's best in Hi-R 
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to surt all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. li1oZ;1 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 
cards. Total absence of bull*�·. li1oZ;1 
CONGLETON HI-FI, 1/1a Duke St, Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 1AP. (01260) 297544. Arcam, 
B&W, Canon, Denon, Epos, Kef, Linn, Miller & 
Kreisel, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, Royd, Target, 
Yamaha, etc. Superb single speaker demo facili­
ties, 3 listening rooms with one dedicated to 
Home Cinema. No appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation. 2 year guarantee on all  
equipment. Access, Visa. Credrt facilities available 
on request. Open Man-Sat. li1oZ;1 
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington, WA1 3NU. Phone 
(01925) 828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the 
widest range of high quality hi-fi  in the 
Northwest. Family business est. 35 years. 3 dem 
rooms, incl home cinema, home trials; deliveries 
throughout NW; Access, Visa, Credit Facilities. 
Open 1 0-6; 6 days. Send for free map and/or 
5 page sale list li1oZ;1 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

HAL E HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel 0161 929 0834. Open 
Mon-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Nairn, Quad, Royd, 
Nad, Denon plus selected others. Large range of 
quality accessories. On srte service department. 
Installation & delivery. Home demonstrations 
a pleasure. 

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, 
Congleton, Cheshire (01260) 280017. Celestion, 
Creek, Exposure, Musical Rdelrty, Nairn, Project, 
Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, 
Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem Rooms, Home trial, 
Free install, Service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard 
Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed. 

SWIFT Hi-Fi, St Ann's Parade, Wilmslow. (01625) 
526213. Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Caste, Celestion, 
Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, 
M-Short, NAD, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Royd, Teac, 
T horens, Technics. Open 10.00am-6.00pm. 
Closed Wed. Dem room, Service Dept., Free 
Parking. NO PRESSURE! Est: 1969 li1oZ;1 

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Red car, Cleveland TS1 0 3AN. 01642 480723. 
Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Denon, Harman­
Kardon, JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink 
Triangle, Rogers, Sonic Link, Sugden, Teac, 
Thorens, Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. 
Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. Interest free 
credit 
GIL SON AUDIO LTD, 172 Borough Road, 
Middlesbrough. (01642) 248793. Exposure, 
Arcam, Mission, Denon, Marantz, NAD, Rotel, 
Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. 
Micromega, Rei. Demonstration facilities in main 
shop and 2 dem. rooms, 1 AV room, appt nee, 
home trial facilrties, free install. on request, ser­
vice department. Access, Visa, HP. 10-5 - 6 days. 

CORNWALL 
RJF AUDIO VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Str, Tucking 
Mill, Camborne, Cornwall T R14 8NJ. (01209) 
710777/612260. Audio Note, Audio Innovations, 
Impulse, TDL, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
SME, Micromega, Pro-jekt, Harman Kardon, 
Triangle. Parasound, Analysis, Macintosh, Monitor 
Audio, J P.W., JBL, Klipsch, Sugden, XLO, 
Audioquest, Sonic Link, Rote!, Kinshaw, Integral 
Demo room/ showroom and special home dems. 
Appts nee, home trial, free install, service dept. 
All cards, switch and transax. Open Mon-Sat 
9.30-5.30. Please see advert in Dealer Guide. 

DEVON 
CHELSTON Ht-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston, 
Torquay, Devon TQ2 6HS. Tel (01803) 606863. 
Where you can compare a range including 
Acoustic Energy, Base, Castle, Celestion, Creek, 
Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony etc. Two 
dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 18ft.) Free 
installation. Free delivery up to 15 miles. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Credit facilities. 
9.30 - 7.30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-6.00 Sat. 
RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street, St T homas, 
Exeter, EX4 1 AL. Tel 01392 218895 (Contact 
Peter Smith). Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, 
carefully selected to offer outstanding sound and 
picture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who 
care about what they sell and have the ability 



and knowledge to demonstrate the differences. 
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part­
exchange facilities available. l!1i1!li1 
RADFORDS, 107 Cornwall Street Plymouth, PL1 
1 PA. Tel 01752 226011 (Contact Colin Massey). 
Premier HiR & Home Cinema, carefully selected 
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality, 
whatever your budget Staff who care about what 
they sell and have the ability and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. l!1i1!li1 

DORSET 
DAWSDNS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. (01202) 764965. B&O, 
Gastie, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target, 
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart. Various credit facilities available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO New branch now open 
at: 128 Pool Road, Westbourne, Bournemouth. 
(01202) 751522. For details see main entry 
under Somerset. 
SUTTONS HI-F I ,  18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. 01202 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free lnstallations.Open 
Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Gall for details. l!1i1!li1 

DOVER 
JOHN MARLEY HI Fl CENTRES Lm, DOVER HI 
Fl, 43 High Street, Dover. (01304) 207562. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics. AN Dem Room. Full service depart­
ment. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Free installation. Credit to 
£1000. Access, Visa, Switch, Electron. 
Established 24 years. Expert advice. Friendly ser­
vice. 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPE RIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325) 
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 
3 years guarantee. Free delivery and simple 
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home 
cinema specialist. l!1i1!li1 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Gran brook Rd, Gants Hill, 
mord, Essex 1G2 6LL. Tel: (0181) 518 0915, Fax 
(0181) 554 8463. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Micromega, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues/Thur/Fri 
10-7, Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year 
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstra­
tions. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on 
selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema 
specialists. BADA Bonded. l!1i1!li1 
H OM E  CINEMA STUD I O, 5 East  Street ,  
Colchester, E s s e x  C01 2 TX. Tel  01206 
796096.  Surround S o u n d  Specia l is ts .  
Dedicated Home Cinema demonstration room. 
Brands include Canon, Jamo, J.V.C., Kef, 
Onkyo, Pioneer. Home demonstrations by 
arrangement. Free local delivery. Service 
workshop on premises. Visa & Mastercard 
accepted. Credit facilities available. Interest 
free credit available on selected items. Open 
Mon-Sat, 9.00am-5.30pm. 
PRO-MUSICA, 6 Vineyard St. Colchester, Essex. 
Tel (01206) 577519. Roksan, Nairn, Rega, 
Micromega, Arcam, Creek, Onix, Rotel, Denon, 
Ruark, Royd, Epos, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Factory, Chord Company, Audio Tee, Audio 
Technica, Mana Acoustics, Shahinian, 
Dynavector, Neat. Open 10-6 Mon-Sat. 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex. (01268) 7797621747571. 216 Moulsham 
St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. (01245 )  
265245. 132-134 London Road, Southend-on­
Sea. (01702) 435255. A&R, Audiolab, Gyrus, 
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Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Royd. 0% finance. 
Excellent audio visual range, home cinema Dolby 
Pro-Logic, multi-room specialist. l!1i1!li1 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, 
Gloucester. (01452) 300046. All that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all 
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. l!1i1!li1 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL52 2RQ. (01242) 583960. Fax 
(01242) 226435. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, 
Audiolab, Aura, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Quad, Rotel, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. 
Sat 9.30-5.30. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on 
Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected items. 
Listening room. BADA Bonded. 1!1';'1!1;1 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO SOUTH for further details see Surrey 
entry. 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire, RG21 1AS. (01256) 24311. Fax 
(01256) 24430. Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, Nairn, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. Trained 
staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-R. Free delivery & 
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home 
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. Listening room. BADA 
Bonded. 1!1';'1!1;1 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. (01703) 
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi  and 2 home 
cinema/Dolby surround sound demo studios. 
'Winner for Southern England Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Dealer Awards.' Projection TV with 8' Screen. 
T hurs late eve, closed Mon (except in Dec). 
2-year guarantee, service dept. on site, large free 
car park, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27), 12(M3), 
13(M3) all within 3 miles. Est 1969. BADA 
Bonded. l!1i1!li1 
JEFFERIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-li, home cinema 
and multi-room specialist. Range indudes Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology, 
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, 
Miller & Kreisel, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, 
Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco, 
Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open 
lues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, 
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. l!1i1!li1 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODG. (01 432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C., 
Audiolab, Audion, B&W, Gastle, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Exposure, KEF, Marantz, Michi, 
Micromega, Mission, Musical Technology, 
Nakamichi, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sheame, Stax, Systemdek, TDL., Yamaha 
and others. Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. 
Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. l!1i1!li1 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS L TO, 101 St AI bans Rd, 
Watford, Herts. (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 
230798 Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, 
Bose, Castie, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland, 
Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, 
Professional Moitor, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus 
Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio. 
Credit available, 100 yards from Watford Junction 
station. Open lues-Sat 10-5:30 (Thursday open 
until Spm). li1ili1i1 

AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Storttord, 
Herts CM23 2DW. (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 open 
6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Nairn, Quad, 
Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, Marantz, 
ProAc, Rega, Yarnaha. 0% credit. l!1i1!li1 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBIANS 6 Market Place, St. 
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. 
Hert1ordshire's premier Hi-A/AudioVisual special­
ists est 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration 
suite. Whether your needs are large or small, we 
stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon, 
Musical Fidelity, Sony, Bang & 0/ufsen, Pioneer, 
Nokia, REL, JVC, JBL, TDL, KEF, Mission, Ruark, 
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning 
service, free delivery and basic installation. Full 
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. l!1i1!li1 
HALEY AUDIO Ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Herttord SG13 7PG. Tel (01992) 442425, lax 
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in 
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with cof­
fee or something from the bar. Demonstrations 
include Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound 
with the guaranteed deepest, tightest bass avail­
able. Choose your hi-fi (top valves and MOS­
FETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic domestic environ­
ment. Brands include; REL, AC Magnum, CR 
Devs, Rotel, Celestion, Micromega, Lumley 
Reference, Acoustic Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic 
Link, Hanmon, etc. We deliver anywhere in the UK 
for home audition, or mail order, Access, Visa etc. 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd. 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. (01582) 764246, Fax 
(01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, 
A VI, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Castle, Chord Co, 
Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Technology, NAD, Nairn Audio, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, TDL. Single Speaker 
Demonstration room. Free installation. Service 
dept. Access, Visa, Switch. Open 9am-5.30pm 
Mon-Sat. l!1i1!li1 

HUMBERSIDE 
ZEN AUDIO FIDELITY George St, Hull. Tel 01482 
587397. Probably the best selection of Hi-R on 
the East coast. Authorised agents for Arcam, 
Audiolab, Audio Innovations, Audion, Aura, Audio 
Technica, Audio Note, Alchemist, Alphason, 
Audioquest, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk, The 
Chord Company, D.P.A., Densen, Denon, DNM, 
E.A.R., Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, 
Heybrook, Infinity, Impulse, IXOS, JBL, Jarno. 
JPW, KEF, Keswick Audio Research, Michell, 
Micromega, Mordaunt-Short, Musical 
Technology, Myryad Systems, NAD, Neat, Onix, 
Onkyo, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pink Triangle, Projekt, 
QED, REL, Revolver, Redekho, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Shearne Audio, SME, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic 
Link, Systemdek, Target, TEAC, Thorens, TDL, 
Tube Technology and many more. Home trial 
facilities, Personal, friendly service. Open Man­
Sat, 10am-5.30pm. 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-A, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual 
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service or 
just pop in. Tel: 01233 624441. l!1i1!li1 
KIMBERLEY HI-FI, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, 
Kent. (0181) 304 3272. Pioneer, Technics, 
Kenwood, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, 
Wharfedale, B&W. Separate dem room, no appt 
nee. Free installation. Service Dept. Instant credit 
facilities. 9.30-5.30. No early dosing. 
LINN STUDIO, 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent, 
CT17 9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 
240135. Sondek LP12·. Knekt•, Karik•, Kairn•, 
Klout', Kremlin', Keltik•, Kaber', Keiledh', 
Numerik', Tukan', Wakonda', Majik', Mimik', 
LK100', Ekos', Kudos', Arkiv', Brilliant•, Lingo•, 
Valhalla', Sekrit', Aktiv' . . .  Dream systems for 
everyone from £2000 to £30000+. A new dealer­
ship from a specialist family business, estab­
lished in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities. 
Multi-room specialist. 
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. (01303) 
256860. Mission, Kenwood, Tannoy, Marantz, 
Sony, Rogers, Denon, Musical Fidelity, Quad, 
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Yamaha. Dem and home trial facilities, free local 
install. No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, 
Diners, Visa, Access, lnt free credit, Instant credit 
Mon-Sat 9-6. l!1i1!li1 
V J HI-FI , 119 High Street Margate. (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry . � 

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 131 Friargate, Preston, 
Lanes PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057 Fx (01772) 
562731. All that's best in Hi-R carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable 
staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free 
on selected items. lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 
Closed Mon. l!1i1!li1 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CQ, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. 
Fax (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W, Mission Gyrus, 
Marantz, Harman Kardon, Quad, KEF, Sonus 
Faber, Roksan, Aura, Copland, Pink Triangle, 
Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Rotel, Technics, 
Michell and more too numerous to mention. 
2 Dem rooms. We can demonstrate deliver and 
install. Credit Facilities. All cards taken, 6 days 
9.30-5.30 l!1i1!li1 
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. (0116) 262 
3754 Fax (0116) 262 3758. Arcam, Audiolab, Cable 
Talk, Chord Co, Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Kef, 
Linn, Micromega, Nakamichi, Onix, Rotel, Royd. 
Multi-room specialist. 4 Dem Rooms. 
Home demonstrations, free installation. Open 6 days 
10.00- 5.30. l!1i1!li1 
SOUND ADVICE, The Factory, Duke St, 
Loughborough LE11 1 EO. (01509) 218254. 
Area m, Chord Company, Dynavector, JPW, 
Musical Technology, Nairn, Nakamichi, Rega, 
Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, Well Tempered, Yamaha. 
3 demonstration areas, no appts necessary, free 
installation, service department. Lombard credit 
charge, Access, Visa. Mon-Fri 9.30-6.00, Sat 
9.30-5.30. 
STEREO SHACK , 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel (11116)  2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097. 
Yamaha, Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, 
Cerwin Vega, Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL, Rotel, 
Celestion, Jamo and many more. We are A.V. 
specialists, 2 dem rooms. We can demonstrate, 
deliver & install. Credit facilities and all cards 
taken. 6 days 9.30-5:30. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMFORO HI-FI CENTRE, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. (01780) 62128. 
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Gyrus-Mission, Rotel, 
NAD, Yamaha, Kenwood, Quad, plus all major 
speaker manufacturers. Expert advice, compara­
tor demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange 
Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No appointments nec­
essary, home trial facilities, free installation, ser­
vice department. Mastercard, Visa & credit 
charge, finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, 
closed Thursdays. 
SUPERFI , 271A High Str, Lincoln LN2 1JG. 
(01522) 520265. See main entry under 
Nottinghamshire for full details. 

LONDON 
AUDITORIUM, 119 Middlesex St, Bishops Gate, 
London El 7JF. Tel: 0171-247 5000; Fax 0171-
247 0990. 2 mins walk from Liverpool St station. 
Friendly and professional advice on all your hi-li, 
home cinema and television requirements. 
Experienced engineers for all your ·multi-room 
and multi-broadcast installation needs. Range 
includes Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Gyrus, Denon, 
KEF, Micromega, Mission, Nairn Audio, Neat 
Acoustics, Pioneer, REL, Shahinian. Mon-Fri 
10.30am-7.00pm; Sat 11.00am-4.00pm. 
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1 SQ. (0171) 794-7848, Fx (0171) 
431-3570. Great hi-li from Arcam, Audiolab, 
B&W, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, Nakamichi, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. lues-Sat 10-6. Late Thurs 
until 8.00. Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi­
Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credit on selected items. 
2 listening rooms. BADA bonded. l!1i1!li1 



BILLY VEE SOUND SY STEMS, 248 Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. 0181-318 
5755/0181-852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, 
Linn, Mission, Gyrus, Nairn, Nakamichi, Quad, 
Rega, etc. 2 domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept, home trial facilities, 
lnt. free credrt, instant credit. Access, Visa. Open 
Mon-Sat 10-6.30, Closed Thurs. lilill1ll 
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street 
Fitzrovia, London WIP 1HH. Tel 0171-631 0472, 
Fax 0171-436 7165. Open lues-Sat 1 0-6, 10-7 
Thurs. The specialists for the highest quality of 
sound, for one room or many more. Friendly 
advice, full delivery and installation service 
available. 2 listening rooms (appointments 
preferred), service department. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Switch. Worldwide mail order service. 
Brands include; ATC,  AVI, Arcam, Mark 
Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Nakamichi, Rega, Royd, 
Audio Alchemy and many more ... We are simply 
the best CORN FLAKE SHOP in the world. 
GRAHAMS HI·FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London NI. 0171-226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90."0ne of the 5 best hi-li shops in the 
wo�d". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem 
rooms, service dept, open lues-Sat. RING FOR 
APPOINTMENT lilill1ll 
HI-FI & COMPONEN TS, 84 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1 EH. Tel: 0171 223 1110. ESTAB­
LISHED 31 years. Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dual, 
Gemini, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, Jamo, 
Kenwood, NAD, Ortofon, Rotel, Sennheiser, 
Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Wharfedale, etc. Appts 
nee, Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 
Open 10-6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London Wt P -HX. Tel Help Line 0171-
580 3535 24 hour, tax 0171-436 4733. Agencies 
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Gastle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Rdelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, Nad, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening 
rooms, 3 years guarantee. Free delivery and 
simple installation (M25 periphery), home cinema 
specialist. lilill1ll 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston­
upon-Thames (0181) 943 3530. For full details 
see entry under SURREY. lilill1ll 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Gavendish SI, London, 
Wt M 7LiH. (0171) 486 8262/63. Fax (0171) 487 
3452. Most established brands stocked. Two Hi­
Fi and two Home Cinema dem' studios Appts nee 
Home trial. Free installation. Service dept. Major 
credrt cards. Interest free credit usually available 
- ask for details. Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm. (Late night 
Thurs till 7pm) 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, Wt P 
9AD. Tel: 0171-323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, 
JVC, Phil ips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, 
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. Appts 
required. Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-6. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HAS 7JX. 0181-952 5535, lax 0181-
951 5864. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street,  
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 IIR. 0181-569 5802, 
tax 0181-569 6353. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTO, 18 Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. 0171-497 
1346, lax 0171-497 9205. Main authorised deal­
ers for over 100 manufacturers. Interest free 
credit, anywhere in the UK, subject to status. 
Demo rooms including big screen T Vs. Repairs 
and service. Open all week including Sundays. 
Home cinema specialist. Mail order worldwide. 
Part exch. Musical Images club. 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel 0171-924 2040/3665. Juicy 
fruit from London's newest, freshest hi-li/home 
cinema retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just 
pop in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient ser­
vice, fr.ee home installation, credit cards, 0% 
finance available, plus all the ver.y best from: 
Cable Talk, Chor.d Co, Demion, Denon Lifestyle, 
Epos, Micr.omega, NAD, Nairn, QED Multiroom, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan,  Rotel,  Royd,  Ruark, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, with mor.e to come. 
The innovative AudioNisual retailer. 
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SON ET LUMIERE 67 Tottenham Court Rd, 
London W 1  P 9PA (next to Goodge St 
Underground station.) Tel 0171 580 9059. Superb 
demonstration rooms (appointment pr.eferr.ed) 
and home demonstr.ations . . B&O, Linn, Nairn, 
Rega, Micromega, Amex, Diner.s, Access, Visa. 
Credit facilities available - details on request. 
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. 0171-624 8855, Fax 0171-624 
5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, Mission/Gyrus, 
Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, 
Yamaha, Nakamichi, NAD, Sonus Faber, B&O etc. 
Single speaker dem room, AV demos. Multir.oom. 
Service dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 10-7 
Mon-Fr.i, 10-6 Sat. lilill1ll 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Rd, Bayswater., 
London (Off Queensway) W2 4AIH 0171 229 2077 
Open lues-Sat 10.30-6.30. 

UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTD - CHISWICK W4, 
109 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 2ED 
Voice 0181 400 5555 
Fax 0181 400 5550 
email t 00614.3026@compuserve.com 
Good Hi-Fi systems from £800 
Home cinema 
Multi-room sound systems 
Authorised dealer Linn, Nairn etc 
Home trial and installation 
30 day free upgrade scheme 
Part exchange 
Interest free credit 
Service department 
Tuesday - Saturday 1 Oam to 6pm 
Bada bonded lilill1ll 

ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon 
CR2 6AA. 0181 688 2093. Audio lab, Arcam, KEF 
Reference, Lexicon, Meridian, Micromega, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, and 
large r.ange of AV equipment. 52 Air Condrtioned 
Demo Rooms. in a more casual environment. 
Service department. The UK's leading home 
cinema centre. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00. Access, Visa, 
Switch & instant credit up to £1 000 subject to 
status. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 
3LQ. Tel: (0161) 633 2602 Fax: (0161) 633 2502. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Ar.cam, Rotel, Royd, Mission, 
Micr.omega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, 
Nakamichi, Dynavector.. Free installation. Recor.d 
club. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open 
Tuesday-Saturday 1 0.00 to 5.30, Bpm on Thurs. 

lilill1ll 
CENTRAL RADIO, 30-32 Shudehill, Manchester 
M4 1 EY. Tel 0161 834 6700. Technics, Kenwood, 
Pioneer., Aiwa, Mar.anlz, Mission, B&W, 
Wharfedale, JBL, Thor.ens, Panasonic, etc. New 
demonstration room. TV video, surround sound, 
AV systems, service dept, free delivery. Access, 
Visa, Switch finance. Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-8 SI Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy, 
Revolver., JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 2 dem 
rooms. No pressur.el lilill1ll 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
EN2 OPW. (0181) 367-3132, Fax (0181) 367-
1638. Great Hi-Fi  from Ar.cam, Audiolab, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Rotel, Yamaha & 
many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free 
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 
Interest Free Cr.edit on selected rtems. 2 listening 
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA bonded. 

lilill1ll 
HARROW AUDIO, 27 Springfield Rd, fjarrow. 
(0181) 863 0938. Man-Sat 9.30-5.30. A&R, 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, Monitor Audio, 
Musical Fidelrty, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy, 
Thorens, Yamaha. etc. lilill1ll 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI lTO, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel. (0181) 
892 7613. Fax (0181) 892 7749. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Audio Research, Audio Alchemy, B&W, 
Base, Copland, Castle, Denon, Dual, Krell, KEF, 
Meridian, Marantz, Monitor. Audio, Musical 
Fidelity, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Martin 
Logan, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony, 

Sonus Faber, Tannoy, T heta, Wilson, Yamaha. 
Appointments recommended. Finance available. 
All major credit car.ds accepted. Mon-Sat 10-6, 
Thurs 10-7 lilill1ll 

UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTO - UXBRIDGE, 
278 High Street, Uxbr.idge, Middx. UB8 1 LQ 
Voice 01 895 465 444 
Fax 01 895 465 440 
email 100614.3026@compuserve.com 
Good Hi-R systems from £800 
Home cinema 
Multi-room sound systems 
Authorised dealer Linn, Nairn etc 
Home trial and installation 
30 day fr.ee upgrade scheme 
Part exchange 
Interest free cr.edil 
Service department 
Monday - Saturday 1 Oam to 6pm 
Bada bonded lilill1ll 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMAOEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Bold mere 
Road, Sultan Goldfield, West Midlands. 0121-354 
2311. Audio Innovations, aura, B&O, B&W, Castle, 
Marantz, Micromega, Musical Rdelity, Nakamichi, 
Harman Kardon, QED. Single speaker. demo, 
appts pr.efer.r.ed, service available, installations, 
B&O link install, home trials. Access, Visa, inter­
est free credit available subject to status. 
9.30-6pm, 6 days. lilill1ll 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Span 
Street, Coventry. Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203 
631403. Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Atacama, 
Aur.a, Arcam, Audio Quest, Alphason, Apollo, 
Bang & Olufsen, Base, Cas�e. Canon, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Chor.d, Gyrus, Denon, Dual Foundation, 
Heybr.ook, IXOS, Kef Reference, JBL, JPW, Jamo, 
Kenwood, Laser. Disc Marantz, Meridian, Monrtor 
Audio, Micr.omega, Mission, Michell Gyrodek, 
Monster, Mor.daunt Short, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, NAD, Ortofon, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
Pioneer Polk Audio, Quad, QED, REL, Rega, 
Revolver, Rogere, Rotel, Royd, Sennheiser 
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Technics, Tannoy, 
Thorens, TDL, Van Den Hul, Wessex, Yamaha. 
Much Much More in Store on 3 Floors 4000 SQ 
Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi R Demo Rooms of the 
very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 AN Demo Rooms. Nice 
staff Nice Coffee. Appts Nee. Service Dept. Free 
Install & Home Tr.ial. All Credit facilities. Plus 
Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Saturday. lilill1ll 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. (0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi-R and still the best in the 
Midlands. We sell gr.eat Hi-R from Ar.cam, Denmi, 
Linn, Mar.antz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe 
Television. Ar.cam Xeta Home Theatre. Open Tues­
Sat t0.00-5.30. 
MUSIC MATIERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 8DL. (0121) 429 2811. Rote I, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, RU<liX, Alchemist, Exposure, 
Pioneer., Roksan, Nakamichi, Ar.cam, Audiolab, 
Musical Rdelrty, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, Monrtor 
Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo 
r.ooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free installa­
tion, service dept. Access, Visa, instant credrt up to 
£1000, interest free credit available. Tue-Thur 1 0.30-
6, Fri 1 0.30-8, Sat 10-6. Branches also at: 93-95 
Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, W Midlands B92 HJI. 0121-
742 0254. 156-157 Lower. High Str, Slourbridge, W 
Midlands 0181TS. (01384) 444184. lilill1ll 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Stree� Bloxwich, Nr. 
Walsall, W. Midlands (01922) 493499/473499. 
Please see entry under. BIRMINGHAM. lilill1ll 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. Tel 
(01379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, Art 
Audio, ATC, Audio lnnovabons, Audio Note, AVI, DPA, 
EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, Roksan, SME, Tube 
Technology. Full demonstration facilities including 
evenings. Appts required, free installabon, home trial 
facilities. Open Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, 
Lowestoft, NR33 OJL. Tei/Fax 01502 582 853. 
Please see main entry under. SUFFOLK. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHE. (01508) 
570829. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Cabletalk, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micr.omega, 
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Nairn, Nakamichi, Sound Organisation, Rotel, 
Royd, Spendor, TDL, etc. 2 comprehensive dem 
rooms. Home trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, 
HP facilities. lues-Sat 9.30-1, 2-5.30. lilill1ll 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. (01536) 310855. Aur.a, B&W, 
Heybrook, Rotel, Yamaha, Onkyo, Nad, Pioneer, 
Mar.antz, Kenwood, Kef, Shear.ne, Sugden, Teac, 
Muscial Tech, JBL, Harman Kardon, Rogers and 
many more. Home trial, fr.ee instal., service dept. 
Access, Visa, credit facs. 9.30-5 .30pm. 
LISTEN INN, 32A Gold Street, Northampton. 
(01604) 37871 (Fax) (01604) 601430. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Epos, Royd, Mission, Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Neat, Creek, Quad, Denon etc. 
2 Dem Rooms. lilill1ll 

NOniNGHAM 
DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first bme purchas­
er. and the seasoned audiophile with the same 
high level of car.e and interest. Our. aim is long 
ter.m customer. satisfaction. We achieve this with 
quality impartial advice, quality back up and ser­
vice and genuine interest in your needs. We have 
an established reputation for achieving sound 
quality benchmarks with innovation. We have an 
extensive range of carefully selected agencies. 
We are open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sal t 0.00-1.30. 
Visa I Master.card I Amex. Deliveries nationwide 
and worldwide. Extensive second hand stock. 
Components fr.om £10.00 to £75000. Call for 
mor.e information. TeVFax (0)115 9813562. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. (0115) 9786919. The 
ar.ea's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). 
Two super.b demo rooms, easy free parking. 
Stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, 
Kenwood, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission-Gyrus, 
Michell ,  NAD, Nakamichi,  Rotel ,  Tannoy, 
Sennheiser. Mon-Sa\9.00-5.30. lilill1ll 
PETER ELLIS AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newar.k, 
Nottingham, NG24 lAD (0636 704571) Quad, 
Castle, Arcam, Audio Innovations, JVC, QED, 
Sugden, Tannoy, TDL, Thorens, Mar.antz, Denon, 
Teac. Demo room, Fr.ee install ,  Service 
Department. Home cinema dem room. Home tr.ial 
facilities. Switch, American Express, Access. 
Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30 Close at 1:OOpm on 
Thursday. 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. 
(01491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, Technics, 
Panasonic, Pioneer., Kenwood, Mar.antz, Sony, 
Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, TDL, Tannoy. 
Home tr.ial, fr.ee installation. Service dept. Access, 
Visa, Ar.nex, Diners. Instant cr.edit. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, 
Sat 9-5. Records & COs stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford 
OX3 9HS. (01865) 65961, Fax (01865) 60415. Gr.eat 
Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Kef, Linn, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micr.omega, Mission, Pioneer, 
Rotel, Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha & many more. 
Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. Late Thurs to 8.00. 
Trained staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free deliv­
ery & installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. 
Home demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Fr.ee 
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home 
Cinema specialists. BADA bonded. 

lilill1ll 
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Chur.ch Lane, Banbury, OX16 
8LR. (01295) 272158. Arcam, Heybrook, Mission, 
Quad, Denon, Linn Products, NaimAudio, N.A.D., 
Nakamichi. For sensible unbiased advice, call 
Oxfordshire's audio experts. Super.b demo facili­
ties. No appts nee, service dept, fr.ee install, 
home trial. AccessNisa, instant cr.edit. Mon-Fri 
1 0-6, Sa\9.30-5.30. lilill1ll 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, 
Park End Street, Oxford OXI 1 JE. (01865) 790879 
tax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, Spendor., Aura, 
Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Mar.antz, Rogers, TDL. Demo r.oom. Home 
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access, 
Am ex, Visa. 10-6 Man-Sat. lilill1ll 
RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown, 
Oxford, OX2 7JR. Tel 01865 511241.(Contacl 
Mark Franks) Premier. HiR & Home Cinema, care­
fully selected to offer outstanding sound and pic­
ture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who 
car.e about what they sell and have the ability and 



knowledge to demonstrate the differences. 
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part­
exchange facil�ies available. li1i1i1i1 
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford. 
Tel: (01865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, Denon, Epos, 
Kef, Infinity, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio, 
Nakamichi, Nairn, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Solid, 
TDL, Yamaha. Open 1 0-5pm. Dem room. Closed 
Thur. Access/Visa 

SHROPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury. 
(01743) 241924. One of the largest ranges of 
quality hi-li/audio visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Epos, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Nad, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel. Comfortable listening 
room, home installation, specialist workshop and 
service department. AccessNisa/Switch/Amex 
and low cost finance from £350 up to £15,000. 
Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle Street, 
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. (01935) 79361, 
Fax (01935) 32923, Mobile(0850) 325965. 
Nairn, Roksan, Pink Triangle, A+R (Arcam), ATC, 
AVI, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, etc. Dedicated 
listening lounge, for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Appts not usually nee. but best 
to phone first. Home trial facilities on request, 
free installation, service department. Instant 
credit, Access & Visa, etc.9-5.30 closed 
Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-A LTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on­
Trent, Staffordshire DE14 3DO. (01283) 533655. 
Albarry, Audio Innovations, Arcam, Cabletalk, 
Castle, Denon, JPW, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Pink 
Triangle, Pioneer, Polk, Systemdek, SME, TDL, 
Yamaha. Home cinema and hi-li demo rooms, 
appts nee on Sat, Service dept Access, Visa, 
interest free credit available, subject to status. 
Open Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30pm. li1i1i1i1 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk - see 
main entry under Norfolk. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, 
Lowestoft, NR33 OJL. Tei/Fax 01502 582 853. 
Arcam, Castle, Denon, Marantz, Michell, Moth, 
Ortofon, Pioneer, Project, Quad, Revolver, Rotel, 
Royd, Sugden, Triangle, Yamaha, Grundig, Nokia 
AN, plus amazing Rothwell amps. Separate 
Demo room; 10-6.30 Tues-Fri, 5.30 Sats. 
All main credit cards. Home trial. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Ad, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. li1i1i1i1 
BURY AUDIO, 47 Churchgate St, Bury St 
Edmonds, Suffolk, IP33 1 RG. Tel (01284) 724337. 
Arcam, Castle, Heybrook, LFD, Marantz, 
Meridian, Monitor Audio, Michell, Musical Rdelity, 
Orelle, Pink Triangle, Proac, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, 
Target, van den Hul, etc. Single Speaker Room. 
No appointments necessary. Home trial lac. Free 
Installation. Access, Visa, Switch. 9.30-6pm 
Mon-Sat. Closed Wed 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
(01473) 217217.Established nearly 20 years. 
Easy parking, dem room. Mon-Sat 9.30-6. Quad, 
Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, Nakamichi, 
Audiolab, Technics, NAD, TDL, Celestion, Mission 
and B&W. li1i1i1i1 

SURREY 
INADEUTY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston 
Upon T hames, Surrey. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. 
Arcam, Creek, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn 
Audio, Roksan, Rega Research, Shaninian, TEAC. 
Single speaker listening room. Appts pref, free 
installation, service dept. Major credit cards. 
Closed Mon, Tue-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-6. lll"i1i1i1 
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 43Y. 
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm. 
Authorised dealer for:- Linn, Meridian, Rega, 
Mission/Gyrus, Arcam, Quad, Audiolab, KEF, 
Rotel, NAD, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, TDL, 
Nakamichi, EPOS, Target, Stands Unique. Home 
Cinema & HiR Demonstrabon rooms, Free park­
ing, Delivery & Installation service. Service 
department on the premises. lll"i1i1i1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. 
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. li1i1i1i1 
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ROGERS HI-FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. (01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, De non, 
Harman-Kardon, Marantz, Myryad, Micromega, 
Mordaunt-Short, Ruark, Systemdek, TDL. 
Demonstration facil�ies available, no appointment 
necessary. Free installation. Service department. 
Access/Visa. Instant credit up to £1 ,000 subject to 
status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-6pm, later by 
appointment. 
SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd, 
Croydon, Surrey CRO 7 AF 0181-654 1231/2040. 
Unn Nairn, Quad, Meridian, Audiolab, Mission, 
Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam. 3 dem 
rooms including AV room. Service dept, free 
install, home trial facilities, appointments 
advisable. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free cred�. 
instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed 
Wed. Service dept. li1i1i1i1 
SURBITON PARK RADIO, 48 Surbiton Rd, 
Kingston-Upon- T hames, Surrey. (0181) 546 
5549. Quad, Castle, Dual, Denon, Kenwood, 
Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Pioneer, QED, B&W, 
Tannoy. Demo facilities. Access, Visa. 9.30-5.00 
Mon-Sat. Service dept. 
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St, Godstone, Surrey RH9 
8LS. (Just off M25), Free Parking. Closed 
Wednesdays. Tel (01883) 744755, Home Cinema 
on demo. Atacama Stands, Audiolab, Beyer 
Dynamic headphones, Bose, Cabletalk, Denon, 
JPW, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, Quad, Qued Oudos Cable, REL, 
Seismic Sink, Sennheiser, Sound Style, Tannoy, 
Target, T DL, T horens, Van den Hul cables, 
Yamaha. Interest free credit available. For direc­
tions please see our advert in the Dealer Guide. 
UNIL E T  SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street 
(Opposite Waitrose), New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 
4BY. Tel (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi fi and 
home cinema brands on show with 3 hi fi PLUS 3 
home cinema demonstration rooms fully 
equipped at New Maiden. Knowledgeable staff. 
Free car parking. Open Sundays. li1i1i1i1 
ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon CR2 
6AA. 0181 688 2093. See main entry under 
London. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
JEFFRIES HI-A, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 
4JE. (01273) 609431. Hi-li, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Denon, KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, 
Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sony, Sound 
Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 
dem rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-R News Best Southern Dealer. li1i1i1i1 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SD. (01323) 31336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-li, home cinema and multi­
room specialist. Range includes Arcam, Beyer, 
Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Meridian, Miller & 
Kreisel, Mitsubishi, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, Rega, 
REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser, 
Sony, Sound Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, 
Yamaha. Two demonstration rooms. Open Tues­
Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, cred­
it facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. li1i1i1i1 
THE POWERPLANT, 66 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. (01273) 775978. Arcam, ATC. 
Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Marantz, Micromega, 
Mission, Neat Acoustics, Proceed, Rega, Rotel, 
Yamaha. Single speaker demonstration room, 
home trial available, no appts required, service 
dept, free installation. Access, Amex, Visa, 
Interest free credit. Open 1 0-6pm 1i1'oiWi1 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. Tei/Fax (01342) 314569. 
Hi-Fi, Home cinema + multi-room specialists. 
Authorised stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, 
Gyrus, Epos, Kef, Linn, Marantz, Mission, Nairn, 
Quad, Rei, Rotel, Sony, Soundstyle, Stands 
Unique, Target. Thorens, Yamaha & more. 3 dedi­
cated demonstration rooms - Hi-R & Home cine­
ma. Service dept. 0% finance available. 9.30-
6.00 Mon-Sat. Late by appointment. li1i1i1i1 

BOWERS & WILKJNS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. (01903) 
264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free local 
parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Castle, Denon, 
Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, Teac, Technics, 
T horens, and many more in 4 Dem Rooms. 
Systems, Hi-R and Home Cinema. Service Dept., 
Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa, 
instant credit to £1 000 subject to status. 
CHICHESTER Hf A, 7 St. Pancras, Chichester, W. 

Sussex P019 1SJ. Tel: (01243) 776402. Linn, 
Naim,Rega, Creek, Nakamichi, A&R, Denon, 
Roksan etc. Tues-Sat, 10-1, 2-5.15 (closed Mon). 

li1i1i1i1 
PHASE 3 HIA, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. The 
South's leading Hi-R specialists. Premise facilibes 
include listening rooms and dedicated 'Home 
Cinema' demonstration rooms. Adcom, Arcam, 
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, 
Reference, Kenwood, Lexicon, Marantz, Meridian, 
Monitor Audio, NAD, Shearne, Spendor, Tannoy, 
Thorens, Yamaha. li1i1i1i1 

WARWICKSHIRE 
FRANK HARVEY HIA, 163 Spon Street, Coventry, 
Warwickshire, CV1 3BD. Tel 01203 525200. 
Arcam, Mission, Gyrus, Musical Rdelity, Marantz, 
Rotel, NAD, Tannoy, Yamaha, KEF. Open 9:30-
5:30 closed Thursday. lll"i1i1i1 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Str, Rugby. 
(01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF. Rotel, 
Ruark, Rotel, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE, 
BE SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no service 
dept, free install, home trial facilities. Access, 
Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. Open 9-
5.30pm Mon-Sat. li1i1i1i1 
THE HI-FI COM PANY, 23a Regent Street, 
Leamington Spa. Tel (01926) 888644. 
A superb range of hi-li and audio-visual equip­
ment. Dedicated hi-li and AV demonstrations. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, Celestion, Denon, JBL, 
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 
Mitsubishi, NAD, Pioneer, QUAD, Sony, REL, 
Revolver, Rotel, TDL, Technics, Yamaha, and 
many more. Part-exchange, especially welcome. 
All major credit cards and interest free credit on 
many �ems. Open Mon-Sat 1 Oam-5.30pm. 

WILTSHIRE 
THE AUDIO EXCHANGE, 52 Morse Str, Swindon, 
Wiltshire SN1 SOP. (01793) 539008. Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Innovations, Cerwin Vega, CR 
Developments, Heybrook, Impulse, Micromega, 
Michell, REL, Sequence, Sugden. AV and single 
speaker demo room. Home trial facilities, free 
installation, service dept. 1 0-6 Mon-Sat. 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 
1RA. (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. Great 
Hi-Fi from Arcam, Oenon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nairn, Rotel, Technics, 
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. Trained 
staff. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & 
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home 
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home 
Cinema specialists. BADA bonded. li1i1i1i1 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
COLORAMA HI-FI, 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingfisher 
Centre, Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY. (01527) 
597260. Aura, Nad, Onkyo, Kenwood, Denon, 
TDL, Polk Audio, B&W, Tannoy, Full Pro-Logic 
products. In-store integrated dem facilities. No 
appts required, service dept. Access, Visa.Open 
9-5.30, closed Thur. 
SPAINS HI-FI, 2&2a New Road, Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire. Tel: (01527) 872460. B&W, 
Denon, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Nad, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy and more. 
Comfortable listening lounge for hi-fi and AV 
equipment. Free installation. Access & Visa, 
interest free credit. 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley Road, 
Worcester WR3 ?HA. (01905) 58046. Audiolab, 
Arcam, Nairn Audio, Rega, Kef, Roksan, Epos, 
Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute Sounds and lots 
more. 4 demo rooms for budget & high-end 
audio. Dedicated DSP room. Appointments 
required. Free install, service dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners, Switch. Chartered Trust. Mon-Sat 
9.00-5.30 late evenings by appt. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, 
Harrogate, N Yorks. (01423) 504274. One of the 
best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of 
England, including: Lumley valve amplification, 
Audio Research, Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, 
Sonus Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, 
Copland, Tannoy, NAD, Alchemist, Onkyo, Rotel, 
Marantz, Meridian, Lexicon, Project, 
Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home cinema 
dems. Home dems (appts not always reqd.). 
Service dept. All major credit cards accepted. 
Credit facilities available. Open 1 0-6pm. Why? 
Because music matters. li1i1i1i1 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 ?EO. Tel: (01904) 6271 08. Closed Mondays. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Creek, Meridian, Arcam, 
Denon, Royd, Rotel and other well chosen 
makes. "You can't go wrong - we wouldn't let 
you". li1i1i1i1 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-A STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 85A. 
(01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden, 
Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Proac, Ruark, Gastle, 
Teac, Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Apogee, 
Stemfoort, Pink Triangle, Heybrook, Monitor 
Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell 
Turntables, CR Developments (valves), Art Audio 
(valves), R.E.L. Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha 
and Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic 
Demonstrations, Systemdek, Alphason, Target 
Sonic Link, Chord, Holfi, Q.L.N., Audio Quest. 
Listening room, dems, home trial, free delivery 
and install, 2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 10-
8pm Tues-Fri, 1 0-6 Sat. Closed Monday. Phone for 
further into. & FREE fact pack. li1i1i1i1 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, For friendly advice from 
one of the UK's longest established, truly indepen­
dent audio consultants. Audition some of the 
worlds finest equipment. Chord pre-power amps, 
Audio Synthesis, Atacama, Spendor, SP9/1, SP7/1, 
SP1/2, SP2/3. ATC, AVI, Sumo, Gastle, Harbeth, 
Chameleon, Bryston, TEAC, Van Den Hul, XLO etc. 
Demonstrations by arrangement in Leeds, or in 
your own home without obligation. For further 
details contact • John Bleakley. Phone/F ax 
Leeds (0113) 252 8850 (evening calls welcome.) 
Generous part exchange and second hand 
equipment available. 
AUDIOVISION (YORKSHIRE) LTD. Est. 1957, 1 
mile from junction 25, M62, central West 
Yorkshire, (01484) 713996. See superior quality 
demonstrations of Philips, Panasonic and Nokia 
widescreen, 1OOHZ and Projection TVs. Hear the 
excellence of Yamaha Cinema DSP and the 
stylish Bose Lifestyle systems. Upgrade w�h add­
on DPL Processors or Receivers from Yorkshire's 
largest Technics Hi-R range. Extensive stocks of 
TV, VCR & camcorders from Panasonic, satellite 
by Nokia, speakers by Castle, Cerwin-Vega, JBL, 
Mordaunt-Short, Polk, Rei & T DL. Pioneer 
Laserdisc & Philips CD-I Player discs by Mail 
order. Personal advice from Audio-visual 
specialists on product selection and installation. 
For the ultimate sound and vision experience, 
visit the experts for widescreen home cinema: 
AUDIOVISION, 5 Bethel Street, Brighouse, West 
Yorkshire HD6 1 JR, or phone UK wide Mail order 
sales hotline (01484) 718116. Access, Visa, 
Sw�ch, 9-5.30. 

· 

ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, LS21 
1 AA. (01943) 467689. Nairn, Mission Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, T DL, Micromega, 
Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. Home Cinema, 
dem rooms, int free credit, Visa, Access. Open 
Tues-Sat 9-6pm . li1i1i1i1 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church 
St, Huddersfield. Tel: (01484) 544668, Fax: 
(01484) 423140 Also at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, 
Halifax, West Yorks. Tel: (01422) 366832 Fax 
(01422) 349954. B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, 
Rotel, Arcam, Musical Rdelity, Quad, Audio Lab, 
Marantz, Mission, etc. Dem facilibes - appoint­
ment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 9-8. Closed 
Wed. Free installation, credit facilities. Access, 
Visa. 
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IMAGE HI-FI, 17 T he Springs, Wakefield, WF1 
1 QE. Tel: (01924) 200272. Fax: (01924) 200404. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Unn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha 
DSP. Open Monday to saturday 9.30am to 5.30pm 

am 
IMAGE HI-A, 8 St Annes Road, Headingley, Leeds, 
LS6 3NX. Tel: 0113 2789374, Fax: 0113 2754252. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha 
DSP. Open Monday to saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm 

am 
READ YVISION LTD, 92-94 Lockwood Road, 
Lockwood, Huddersfield. Tel 01484 532294. 
We've been giving sound advice and personal ser­
vice for over 20 years. Specialist main agents sales 
and service. Base, B&W, Dolby, Hitachi, Jamo, JVC, 
KEF, Panasonic, Prologic surround sound, Sony, 
Technics, Toshiba. Huge range of home cinema 
TV's, satellite, Video, Hi-Fi systems and separates 
all at the lowest prices. Free parking. Free 
delivery and installation. Open Mon-Sat 9-6 
Sunday 11-4pm. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 1611163 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
(01232) 381296, Fax (01232) 661115. Linn, Nairn, 
Rega, Arcam, Castle, Denon, Rote!, Royd, Epos, 
Shahinian, Sehring etc. Free delivery and installa­
tion, service dept, 3 single speaker demo rooms, 
interest free credit available. Open Mon-sat 1 0-6, 
Late night Thurs. closed all day Wednesday. 

COUNTY DOWN 
ASTON AU DIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping 
Centre, Kings Road. Be�ast. Tel: 01232 402220. 
Akai, Aiwa, Technics, JVC, Mitsubishi, samsung, 
Toshiba, Panasonic, and many more. Demos avail­
able, Open Mon-Fri 1 0-8pm sat 1 0-5pm 

SCOTLAND 

ABERDEEN 
HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 293 Union Grove, Aberdeen, 
AB! 6T D. Tel (01224) 322520. Aiwa, Audio 
Innovations, Denon, Impulse, Infinity, Musical 
Fidelity, Rote!, Roksan, TDL. 2 large single speaker 
dem rooms. Appts necessary after 6.0Dpm. Home 
trial facilities, Free Installation, Service Department. 
Various otters. 3 Yr guarantee. Open 10-6.00pm 6 
days. 

AYRSHIRE 
THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson SI, 
Kilmamock, Ayrshire, KAt IBA. Tel: (01563) 74185, 
tax (01563) 74186. Stockists of Proac, castle, Audio 
Innovations, Harman Kardon, Sugden, Pink Triangle, 
Rote! etc. Open Monday to saturday 9.30 - 5.30, late 
night Thursday til ?pm. Home dems and delivery 
installation service available. Credit facilities also 
available. Contact Kevin for more information and 
directions. 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd, Edinburgh EH6 
5QG. Tel 0131-555 3963. The only stockist of the 
full range of Micromega in Scotland. Plus: DPA, 
Stand unique, Alchemist, Royd, Proac, Audio 
Innovations, Lumley Reference. Tube Technology, 
DNM, B&W, Systemdek, Nottingham Analogue, 
Nakamichi, Rehdeko, Dali, Crimson, Harmon 
Kardon, Goldring, Plus DNM Gables, Tiny Tubes + 
Designer Hi-Fi furniture. Mon-Sat 10-6 by appt. 
Closed Wednesdays. All major credit cards 
accepted. Contact Fraser or Mark. Phone for 
Directions, more infonmation & product evenings. 
Car parking available. 

GLASGOW 
STEREO STEREO, 278 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow 
G2 5RL. Tel: 0141-248 4079, Fax: (01555) 
820358. E mail Stereo @ cix.compulink.co.uk. � 
music is important it makes sense to let us help 
you personally select a system that will suit your 
listening tastes and matches your life and home. 
Open 1 0-6.0Dpm closed Sunday, Tuesday. Interest 
tree credit available. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Bamton Stree� Stirling, FK8 

1 HF. (01786) 479958. For central Scotland's best 
selection of quality Hi Fi at all prices demonstrated 

and installed to suit your needs. B&W, Aura, 
Crimson, Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz, Thule, 

Rote!, Impulse, Polk, Audio Innovations, Royd, 

Infinity, DNM Reson, NHT, REL, Revolver, 

Micromega, Beyer, Sennheiser, Harman Kardon, 
QLN, Target+ Stands Unique and many more. Plus 
custom cable service + QED multiroom installa­
tion. Contact Barry or John for more infonmation. 

Interest free credit available 

WALES 

CLWYD 
A CTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 

(01978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Aiwa, 

Arcam, AMC, Base, B&W, Beard, canon, Celestion, 

Gastle, Gyrus, Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mordaunt­
Short ,  Musical Fidel ity, NAD, Nakamichi,  
Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rote!, Rogers, Rega, 
Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy, Wharfedale, UKD, Yamaha 
DSP member. Demonstration room, installation 

service. Easy parking and motorway access. 
Access, Visa etic. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
(01222) 228565. All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledge­
able staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free on 
selected items. lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 

am 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High SI, Swansea. 
(01792) 4 7 4608.AII that's best in Hi-Fi carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledge­
able staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free on 
selected items. lues-sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 

am 
RADFORDS,449-451 Cowbridge Road East, 

Canton, Cardiff CF5 1 JH. Tel 01222 398121 
(Contact Andy Baker) Premier HiFi & Home 

Cinema, carefully selected to offer outstanding 

sound and picture quality, whatever your budget 
Staff who care about what they sell and have the 
ability and knowledge to demonstrate the differ­
ences. Full workshop, delivery, installation and 
part-exchange facilities available. am 

GWYNEDD 
I&H GRIFFITHS & SONS, 313 High SI, Bangor 

LL57 1 YA. (01248) 370655. Aura, Yamaha, 

Tannoy, Teac, Sony, B&W, SVC, Rote!. Demos 

available, no appts nee, home trial facilities, free 

installation, service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard 
credit charge. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Wed 9-1. Audio 

Visual Specialists. 
PETERS HI-A Victoria Buildings, Mostyn Avenue, 
Craig-y-don, Uandudno. (01492) 876788. Single 
speaker dem room. Open 9-5.30. Closed Wed. 
See Cheshire branch for details. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

DUBLIN 
DUBLIN HI-A, 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tel: (01) 
4785205. Fax: (01) 4785219. We all have two ears 
and one mouth - use them accordingly. We only 
stock the best products, based on perfonmance and 
reliability - not reviews or sales patter! Call Mark or 
drop in for a listen. T hree single speaker demo 
rooms. Free delivery and installation. Full service 
department. Open Mon-Fri 10-7, sat 10-6. 

To advertise in this section 
call Gina Cady on 

0171•917 3935 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOr.IATION 

Buying hi-fi should be fun, we make it so. Listen to a well chosen selection of 
quality hi-fi equipment in our comfortable and relaxed listening room. Bring 
along your own records or CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear the 

difference we con make to your enjoyment of music. 

ARCAM, EPOS, LINN, MICROMEGA, NAIM, NAKAMICHI, NEAT, REGA, 
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN and more. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTl 4DA 

Telephone: 01 81 -9 43 3530 �.iu.i 
Open: Tues- Fri l 0.30om- 7pm, Saturday lOam- 6pm. 

Man a 
Equipment 

Tables 
� Superb upgrade for 

any hi-li system; like 
changing every 
component and buying 
a new music collection 
into the bargain. 

!;? Dust-trap par 
excellance; more 
addictive than crack 
cocaine. 

"Now, I can only say 
that until I had the Mana 
equipment table fitted, 
my hi-li system was at 
best half -cocked." 

� 
� L-------------------------------� 

"Mana Tables are not cheap. But they are essential if 

you want to unlock your system's true potential." BEST BUY 

Malcolm Steward, Hi-Fi Choice February 1996 

For information on MANA products please contact: 

;fflana �rousttrs 
59 Jubilee Close, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 3TB 

Tel/fax: 0181 429 0118 Tel: 0181 868 2788 



In t his issue . 
• The Pamela Awards- Blender honours the celebrated 

and famous. 

-= ./ • lggy Pop. Alive and kickin' in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

• EXCLUSIVE Garbage interview. The next big thing! 

• Go to the movies with Blender- 60 minutes of original video featuring 

forthcoming releases from Mirimax and Wait Disney. 

• Kids in the Hall take on Hollywood! 

• Computer Games- Latest Platform, CD-Rom and Shareware games reviewed. 

• 25 Music reviews with full colour video and audio. 

• For more info check out the Blender web site on www.blender.com 

n Megastores · 

Quicktime 2.02 for Windows (supplied) 

CD-ROM drive (double speed or better 

recommended) 

Macintosh 

Macintosh System 7 

68030 processor required 

60040 or better strongly recommended 

4 Megabytes FREE RAM (6 recommended) 

13" colour screen (256 colour) 

Quickt1me 2.0 +Apple Mult1med1a Tuner 

(supplied) 

CD-ROM dnve (double speed or better 

recommended) 

y % . f r three 
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DON'T MISS NEXT MONTH'S HI-FI CHOICE 

Ampli&en 

While the muscular Miller measures, the swarthy 

Steward seeks the finest integrated amplifier priced 

between £100 and £350. The latest contenders 

from harman/kardon, Grundig, JVC and NAD are 

subjected to the full force of the mighty Choice blind 

listening test. Read on while we take no prisoners. 

Cables 
Once it was just wire. Now, we know that good 

cables are vital to the sound of the system. Paul 

Miller and Alan Sircom bring you the definitive 

round-up of loudspeaker cables under £5 a metre. 

Find out here which one's best for you! 

Plus 

Reaclphones 
Alvin Gold investigates the world of up-market headphones, 

checking out the latest offerings from Beyer, Sennheiser, Sony and 

Vivanco, all priced between £50 and £150. If self-absorbed 

listening rings your bell, tune in to this channel! 

Will a Beyerdynamic fit Alvin's head? 

Tuners 
Fresh from his adventures with the Big Twig (see page 17), Jason 

Kennedy has gone tuner crazy. Gasp at his latest exploits, as he 

grapples with five of the latest top-flight ether-pluckers. Find out 

what state-of-the-art radio really sounds like1 

Jason Kennedy rounds-up the latest and greatest new products in Sessions • Paul Messenger picks the best hi-fi systems 

for around £1,500 The creme-de-la-creme of hi-fi is given the once-over in Statements Win loads of lovely hi-fi in 

our superb, top value competition. Plus loads, loads morel 

The September issue is so bright you gotta wear shades, and will be in the shops on Friday 19th July. Don't miss out! 
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Sometimes the most natural sound arises from the least exotic Ult .. a 

Vivia 
equipment. Zen-like, David Vivian ponders this premise. 

A. great excuse used by people who 
don't want to own a hi-fi is: "I 

haven't got golden ears; I would­

n't be able to tell the diffe-rence". 
It's a great excuse because although it might 
sound simplistic to the hardened audiophile, 

it's actually a tantalising paradox embracing 
at least one powerful truth and myth. 

The truth is the more surprising element, 
but it is supported by experience. If you like 

a piece of music enough, it will be enjoyable 

no matter what you listen on. You don't 

need a Linn Sondek, Nairn Six Pack and a 

pair of DBLs to set your feet tapping- a £5 
rranny will oil your ankles just as well. Come 
to that, you don't need any procured equip­

ment at all- the mind is the ultimate stor­

age and playback system, capable of infi­

nitely subtle filtering and editing. Can you 

hum along to it? Try stopping yourself. 

The myth is that the natural 'fidelity' of 

your ears affects your ability to appreciate 

hi-fi- severe hearing impairment notwith­

standing. We don't listen with our ears, we 

listen with our minds and our emotions. 
How much we hear depends on how much 

we want to hear. It's reliant on any number 

of factors, from immediate environment to 
mood to natural disposition. Subconsciously, 

we can block out everything but the tune or 

scrutinise the subtlest nuances of musician­

ship and production. Everyone has a prefer­

ence somewhere between these two 

extremes. Maybe those who habitually lis­

ten hardest are the ones with golden ears­

natural born audio engineers or reviewers. 

But that doesn't make them more suscepti­
ble to the pleasures of hi-fi than anyone else. 

Linn's Ivor Tiefenbrun made the point so 
eloquently all those years ago when he first 

demonstrated his Sondek turntable to poten­

tial dealers. Conventional wisdom at the 

time was that if one high-end record player 

measured within certain rumble, wow and 
flutter limits, it would sound much the same 
as the next. Pitch stability was the thing. 
Any further sonic differences could only be 

I down to the arm and cartridge, and then 
mostly the cartridge. Some dealers were scep­

tical that the 'deck', the bit that spun the 
record, could improve matters much. And, 

indeed, a few refused to hear any difference 
when Ivor gave his A-B comparisons. These 

were men and women who, in some cases, 
had been selling hi-fi for decades. Positively 
platinum-eared individuals. 
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Scene 

So Ivor invited 

ordinary people off 

streets outside the shops to come 

inside, lay down their shopping and have a 

listen to the blind A-B demo. They weren't 

asked to analyse what they were hearing as 
each deck played, merely which one they 

preferred. Legend, according to Ivor, has it 

that Linn was favoured every time. Many felt 

that it sounded more natural. Exactly. 

Natural is easy to recognise. It doesn't dis­

tract your attention from the music, it is the 

music. We can all instinctively tell the dif­
ference between realism and artifice. It does­
n't require superhuman powers of analysis 
or hyper-sensitive lug holes. We know what 
'real' sounds like. It surrounds us all the 
time. Spotting a poor copy requires no effort. 

It is, however, all too easy to produce one. 

I can quite see why some hi-fi first-timers fail 
to be convinced and turn their back on it, 

never to return. My guess is that far from not 

being able to differentiate between their old 

radiogram and a new-fangled separates sys­
tem, they can hear differences all too plainly. 

Clean and clinical can 

quite literally be a pain in the ear if 

you've been used to mellow and mellifluous. 

Spotlit detail and bags of mid range presence 

isn't necessarily what you want to hear if 

what you liked about your old set-up was its 

sweetness of tone. 

Even an expensive hi-fi can be bright, 

sibilant and hard work to listen to, if its com­

ponents are poorly matched. Some of the 

worst systems I've ever heard have had five­

figure price tags. Moreover, the people 
demonstrating them thought they sounded 
the business. In the end, it's all subjective, of 
course. But I have this nagging doubt these 
people are into hi-fi for different reasons 
than me. With shinier stereo as the goal, they 
relish the equipment's potential for exag­

geration and effect, and as a result the music 
becomes almost incidental. 

My advice would be to keep your needs 
simple. I think it was Kingsley Am is who said 

the best way to advertise beer was to say: "It 

makes you drunk." Hi-fi should make you 
intoxicated on music.lt's as simple as that. � 
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Who Knows Best 

How A Linn Hi-Fi 

Sounds? 

" .. fed by the Mimik and 

driving the Tukans, the 

whole effect is of 

excellent musicality 

without muc h sign of 

hi-fi artifice." 

" . .it covers its tracks so 

well, that you concen­

trate on what's being 

played, not how it's 

being produced." 

What Hi-Fi? June 1995 

"Not for Linn the 

ster ile portrayal of 

musical detail in a 

detac hed intellectual 

manner. T he open 

midband was used to 

good effect, detailing 

performance touches in 

a way that b rought 

exc itement and emo­

tional reaction to the 

music." 

Hi-Fi News, June 1995 

" .. the timing was spot 

on and the whole 

acoustic imparted with 

a sense of precision 

and grip." 

"Percussion took on a 

more speedy and 

c hallenging presence 

than most players 

manage." 

Hi-Fi World, Aprill995 

Once you have read the reviews, visit a specialist hi-fi retailer 
to form your own opinion. It's the one that matters. 

LINN HI-FI 
music for life® 

For the name of your nearest Linn Hi-Fi Retailer, call 0500 888909 

Linn maintains the right of all customers to receive a balanced view by making all of its products available for review 
to all the magazines. Linn operates an open and honest policy towards the press. A lithe magazines agree that you 

need a demonstration to be sure you know how well a product performs. 



T H E B & W p S E R 

• • • and the last 

E S 

thing you '11 need is 
a pair of spea�ers 

:;;_�1lv 
.Y""'A;.. .r-1•1-;'>1 l!c� .I::'"�� 

1966 - 1996 

LISTE N A N D  Y O U ' LL SEE 

For details and stockists of the P Series range of loudspeakers, 'phone B&W UK on 01903-750750 
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