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8& W's patented 
method of using 
Kevlar for loud
speaker cones, 
has been a maiar 
factor in reducing 
unwonted standing 
waves. Kevlor's 
unique woven 
fibres along with 
further 'doping' 
by B&W provide a 
remarkably near 
perfect solution to 
this problem. 

***** 

"The 60 Is sound 
like the voice coils 
of God." 

CDMl 

"For a domestic 
loudspeaker 
that knows how 
to groove, our 
European Award 
is an honestly
bestowed plaudit." 

P4 

Ji,IJ:f�Ji:!OaQ 
***** 

"Fast, weighty, 
superbly balanced 
sound: gorgeous 
range of real wood 
finishes. These 
floorstonders are 
among the best in 
their price band." 







Listen and you'll see 

B&Vv 

For more information please contact 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd on; +44 (0)1903 750 750 http:/ /www.bwspeakers.com 
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The Jamo Concert Series. 
HEAR ••• SEE ••• RELAX & ENJOY ••• 

Advanced technology, innovative design and refined 
workmanship is not always the perfect recipe for suc
cess, we believe a little more is required. 

The Concert se1ies has enabled Jamo to produce a 
range of loudspeakers which will reproduce music that 
is clean and neutral. The dynamic range transparency 
and sound stage are all raised to a higher dimension. 

The successes attained by thejamo development tean1 
is the result of efforts to design high-quality loudspeaker components which are critically 
matched to one another. 

It is an honour for us to introduce this new generation of loudspeakers to you .. 

,_ ___ ... Jamo Concert 11, Jamo Concert 8 andjamo Concert Center. 

--lllr--+---- THE SOUND OF EXCELLENCE- Made in Denmark. 

"THE 

SOUND 

OF 

EXCEL

LENCE" 

JAMO UK Ltd, 5 Faraday Close, Drayton Fields, Davenlry, Northants NNil 5RD Phone: 01327 I 301 300, Fax: 01327 I 300 511 
International enquiries: JAMO A/S, P.O. Box 220, DK-7870 Glyngoere, Denmark, Phone: +45 99 76 76 76, Fax: +45 97 73 20 75 

Web page: http:llwwwjamospeakers.com E-mail: speakers@jamo.dk 
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ditoa-'s 
Notebook 

Stan Vincent welcomes new readers, and enlarges 

on the mystical links between music and hi-fi ... 

I 
fyou'reinthemarkettobuyhi-fiequip
ment, this magazine is the only one you 
need. It containsreports on all the best 
hi-fiequipmentwehave reviewed this 

year, from CD players to cables, from ampli
fiers to A V,from speakers to systems. This issue 
is jam-packed full of kit. 

Y ou'llfind thefullstoryonall ofourfavourite 
products from 1996, plus the best hi-fi buy
ing guide in the UK, which is crammed with 
details of over 4,000 new products, plus our 
summaries of hundreds more. 

Just turn the page and our contents listing 
will take you straight to the products you're 
interested in. There you'll also see, however, 
that there are loads more articles about set
tingupyour hi-fi, answers to your hi-fi queries, 
and even a bit of heart-felt opinion thrown in 
for good measure. 

Ihopeyouenjoythisissueasmuchweenjoyed 
putting it together. I hope also that some new 
readers will be scanning these words and 
wondering:" what is all thishi-fi business about?" 
If that's the case, I've penned a few words, to 
try and explain the passion for hi-fi felt by so 
many readers and writers of this magazine. 

Arguments for hi-fi 
Hi-fi is not a minority pursuit for people who 
never go out. In my book, pure and simple, it 
is a means for musiclovers to gain greater plea
sure from their record collections. If, at the same 
time asenjoyinggreatsound quality, these con
noisseurs can gain pleasure by using equipment 
that is good to look at and well engineered, so 
much the better. Hi-fi equipmentisamongthose 
raretechnologicalcommoditiesthatare more 
than j usttools for a job. Pundits often consider 
hi-fi in the same light as a fine watch or exclu
sive car. I think it is a more rarefied pleasure, 
however, simply because the enjoyment of music 
is so sublime and hard to quantify. 

Hi-fi, like music, is something to 
spend a lifetime growing into. 

HI-FI CHOICE 

Before a listener can compre
hend the meaning of hi-fi, it 

is necessary firstto understand notjusttherhythms 
and tones of music, but also the subtle char
acteristics that make it such an emotive force. 
What does an orchestra, jazz band or acoustic 
instrument really sound like? Only regular atten
dance at concerts can answer this question. 

lt aD begins with music 
For my own part ,I wasluckyenough to attend 
a nightatthis year's Proms, on which Messiaen's 
stupendous Turangalfla Symphony was per
formed. This piece is a crashing, quixotic tour 
de force, and a reminder that even the most 
monstrous rock bandscan'tmatch a fully-fledged 
orchestra for sheer dynamic range and emo
tional power. By contrast, a more recent gath
ering was the occasion for a cerebral perfor
mance by the European Union Baroque 
Orchestra, in which small details of instrumental 
timbre massaged the senses. At theendofeach 
performance I wondered how many people in 
theaudiencewouldrealisethattheycouldrepeat 
the pleasure of this music in their own homes, 
if only they had a good hi-fi system. 

The first step on the road to hi-fi aware
ness is to understand what separates the sound 
of a live performance from a recording. The 
brainisnotfooled byrhythmsand musical tones 
alone; even a cheap clock radio will mimic some 
ofthose. The pointofhi-fi is to reproduce sub
tle nuances of recorded music, and in doing 
so, to arouse not just recognition in the mind 
of the listener, but passion. 

Bi-fi, higher-& 
Hi-fi is a tool. Its essential purpose is to repro
duce recorded music so that a convincing fac
simile oflive performance results. Fortunately, 
therearenownumeroushi-ficomponentsavail
able at reasonable cost, which, though pro
saic in appearance, fulfil their essential pur
pose consummately. These are the Best Buys 
and Recommended products rhar this issue has 
been written to display. 

Like a Caterham sports car, most afford
able high-performers have their development 
budgets spent on engineering, not elegance. 
However, for the music connoisseur who 
seeks luxury, it is as readily available in hi-fi 
as it is in cars and watches. The sky's the limit 
for those who seek to combine the finest 
sound with stunning looks and battleship build
quality; the finestequipment available today 

is hand-built by craftsmen to fulfil the high
est standards of workmanship. The finest hi
fi serves both as a tool of the utmost perfor
mance, and as a piece of technological sculp
ture in which even the most discerning con
sumers can take pride of ownership. 

So you see, investing in hi-fi, and thereby 
investing in music, is a thoroughly modern and 
worthwhile thingtodo. Discover hi-fi and dis
cover a new pleasure in life! 

Congratulations! 
Paul Miller, our Technical Editor, was voted 
'T estlnnovatorofthe Year' for hisJitter Analyser 
and ISA (lnterpretati ve Spectrum Analysis) soft
ware, which was initially developed for use m 

Hi-Fi Choice lab tests. The a ward, which was 
presented at the prestigious Test 96 Awards 
ceremony in October, was made by an expert 
panel ofj udges drawn from the measurement 
industry, and chaired by the editor of Test 
Magazine, David Evans. Well done, Paul! 

Enatum 
In last month's Update pages we printed the 
wrong number for Aura, the electronics
manufacturingoffshootofB&WLoudspeakers. 
The correct number is (01903) 750750. 

As this issue was going to press, we learned 
that the manufacturer of Audiolab products, 
Cambridge Systems Technology, has a new 
'phone number: (01480) 415600. In some 
instances we had alreadyprinted the old num
ber, for which we apologise. 

BEST BUYS 1996 9 



Get it taped with our 

top decks. 

� Give your system 

W the support it 

deserves! 

on Britain's best 

CD players. 

Aeon Acoustics 

Signet - featured 

in Best Of Sessions 

WINTER 1996 ISSUE 161 

REGULARS 

12 Best Of Sessions 

A choice selection of the best moments in the 

past 12 months' Sessions reviews. 

18 Prestige Prezzies 

A bumper selection of the perfect presents to 

keep every audiophile docile this Christmas. 

72 Belp! 

Hi-Fi Choice's system masseur, Malcolm 

Steward, invites products to mount his plinth. 

6 9 Prepare Before You Plug 

Jimmy Hughes reveals secrets that will get 

your hi-fi system sounding wonderful.-

OPINION 

9 From The Editor's Notebook 

Stan Vincent proudly welcomes you to the 

creme de la creme of today's hi-fi. 

146 The Choicest Sound Bites 

We bring you the finest scribings from the 

keyboards of our regular columnists. 

THE GLOSSARY 

99 Glossary 

Impress friends and family with your expert 

knowledge of hi-fi and its terminology. 

READER SERVICES 

7 4 Subscriptions 

You've read the best, now pulp the rest1 

Never miss an issue of Hi-Fi Choice by having 

the postman bring you a copy every month. 

136 Fac:tsBack 

Deploy today's amazing facsimile telecommu

nications technology to access Hi-Fi Choice 

articles and reviews in double-quick time. 

145 Next Month & Who's Who 

Have a happy Hogmanay, as we ring in the 

New Year with details of next month's exciting 

Hi-Fi Choice. 

SPECIAL OFI'ERS 

102 Mail Order 

Your chance to own a variety of hi-fi-oriented 

gizmos that no self-respecting home should 

ever be without. 

THE BUYER'S GUIDE 

Ill The Truth Is Out There 

Specialist audio retailer, Kevin Scott, offers 

some frank and forthright buying advice. 

113The Price Guide/Directory 

Look no further for the most comprehensive 

hi-fi listing on Earth! Over 4,000 new 

products and hundreds of test summaries. 

HI-FT CHOICE 



BEST BUYS START BJ.:Ril! 

20 
Best Buy Introduction 

A brief introduction to our world-famous hi-fi 

tests, and this month's collected Best Buys. 

22 
Best Buy CD Playel's 

Full details of the hot players we've reviewed 

this year- Best Buy and Recommended. 

28 Best Buy Amplifiel's 

Our survey of today's best amplifiers is a great 

place to start if you're considering an upgrade. 

3J Best Buy Tunei'S 

Discover what's lurking in the ether with a 

swing-tagged new tuner. 

33 Best Buy Turntables 

Find out which of the latest decks is worth 

spinning vinyl for. 

3 7 Best Buy Tape Decks 

The analogue cassette deck lives on - and 

here's evidence of why. 

39 Best Buy Equipment Supports 

Which structures of steel, glass and MDF 

make a big difference to your hi-fi? 

40 Best Buy Loudspeakers 

Cut through the loudspeaker jungle with our 

hot-list of the crucial boxes. 

S J Best Buy Speaker Stands 

A good stand unlocks your speakers' 

potential, and here are the ones to go for. 

53 Star Buy Subwoofers 

Add a little bit of oomph to your system

you'll be amazed at the difference it makes! 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

SS Best Buy Cables 

Don't get waylaid by wrong wires! We reveal 

the ideal speaker and interconnect cables. 

S 9 Best Buy Headphones 

Our collection of cans offers the ultimate 

in-head entertainment. 

61 Best Buy Cartridges 

You simply cannot play the platters that 

matter if you haven't got the sharpest needle! 

63 Best Buy AV Processors 

Thinking of adding a surround-sound dimen

sion to your lounge? Here's where to start. 

83 Star Buy Separates Systems 

A selection of ready-made separates systems 

that we've discovered this year. 

8 S Star Buy AV Systems 

An example of how to add AV to hi-fi without 

compromising music playback quality. 
I 

87 Star Buy £1,000 Systems 

Three top-notch systems available for the not

unreasonable sum of £1,000. 

89 Star Buy Lifestyle Systems 

A sextet of saucy systems that combine 

attractive looks and euphonious sound in 

equal measure. Cor! 

91 EISA Awards Winners 

Discover Europe's 12 brightest hi-fi and home 

cinema stars from 1996. 

9 S British Hi-Fi Awards Winners 

We reveal the most popular hi-fi in Britain this 

year, as voted for by hi-fi readers and buyers. 

Shahinian's amazing 
Compass loudspeaker -

another favourite from '96. 

BEST BUYS 1996 11 
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE BEST PRODUCTS WE'VE REVIEWED THIS YEAR IN OUR 'FIRST TEST' FEATURE. 

AVI S2000MI- a 
beefy integrated 
amp that's really 

easy to use. 

T
o summarise a year's worth of 
Choice Sessions (40-something 
pages), in a four-page overview, 

is a daunting task Sessions has pro
vided a first chance to get acquainted 
with important new components, but 
also featured a number of complete 

system packages prior to our Instant 
Systems features getting under-way. 

The former have been incorporated 
into summaries from pages 83 to 89 
of this issue. 

For this feature we've tried to pick 
out the highlights of Sessions' other 
roles- to seek out and examine the 
rather more odd ball products which 
don't fit neatly into our mainstream 
group reviews; a'ld to pick up the key 
components which are still waiting 
to be included in our formal reviews. 

MARCH 

Blue Room Minipod 
Loudspeaker 

• I I 

T
he most outrageous-looking 

loudspeaker from a major man

ufacturer (B&W), ever to go into vol

ume production? This miniature limb

less Michelin-man-lookalike has no 
audiophile pretensions. These speak
ers are strictly for fun, but just hap
pen to combine some promising ingre
dients in the £400 mix. The unusually
shaped GRP enclosure has cerrain 
inherent advantages, especially for 

mid and top frequencies, which prob-

ably explains the MiniPods' discon

certing ability to pull apart recordings 

and reveal what the producer was up 

to. Bass was rather inconsistent and 

less predictable, but the Pods' vivac
ity still managed to raise a smile. 
Blue Room/B&W m (01903) 750750 

APRIL 

AVIS2000MI 
Integrated Amp 

A 
few years ago you'd be lucky to 
find a specialist hi-fi integrated 

stereo amp costing more than £500. 
Now there's quite a 
selection, including 

the small, powerful 
a n d  d e c i d e d l y  
c i v i l i s e d  £899 
S2000MI from A VI. 

It has remote con

trol, looks very 
attractive in a classi-

cally demure way, and can be used 

with a matching tuner and CD player 

(but not vinyl). Total price: £2,747. 
The amp packs a serious 100 

Watts-per-channel punch, and sounds 

lively and powerful with lots of energy 
and attack, but reasonably clean and 
refined at the same time. Over 
extended listening there were times 
when it seemed a little too dynamic 

and up-front, but that's as likely to be 

a function of taste and the system 
partnered with it. This is one gutsy 

specialist amp that kicks like a mule, 

but with classy styling and the oper
ational convenience of a mini system. 
AV/ m (01453) 152656 

Meridian 518 
Digital Audio Processor 

"" ---:----�--' 

I
t's a good sign when a product 
arrives for test, and after a few days 

we wonder how we ever managed to 
live without it. Meridian's £925 518 

HI-FI CHOICE 



is a digital audio processor with a wide 
range of potential applications, several 
of which help improve the sound from 

a CD transport/DAC combination 

player. The 518 sits berween the two, 

de-jirrering the signal and allowing a 

number of digital-domain enhance
ments to be performed, including the 
introduction of different forms of 
noise shaping. The 518 proved rather 
effective, especially on low-level mate

rial with plenty of harmonic content, 

but it is rather music and disc depen
dent, so you need to experiment to get 

the best results. 
Meridian e (01480) 434334 

Castle Is is-real-wood speaker whose 

sound is a peach. 

MAY 

Castle lsis 
Speakel' 

R
eplacing the Trent, the Is is costs 
£230 (or £270 in yew). Either 

way, you get a classy, real-wood, 
bookshelf-size two-way, which 
sounds a peach. lt quickly gets 
expressive, the full upper bass giving 
colourful tonality, the lower bass 
tight and firm. Above all it gives a 
surprisingly big, dynamic, room-fill
ing sound from a remarkably com
pact enclosure. 
Castle e (01756) 795333 

HI-FI CHOICE 

JUNE 

Aeon Acoustics Signet 
Loudspeakel' 

A
eon Acoustics' £850 Signet 

loudspeaker is seriously radical 
in several aspects, the most obvious of 
which is a spiral zig-zag tube incor
porated into the cones of the main dri
vers. Signet uses two of these in a very 

elegant and compact floorstander
only two-foot tall, and very slim front

to-back, too. It's a very clean-sound

ing speaker, best suited to free space 
siting, with many of the hallmarks of 
a high-class miniature, equalling 

established favourites for detail and 
transparency, if not dynamics. 

A'eon Acoustics e (01765) 604288 

Tl'icborcl Genesis 
CD Playel' 

A
fter three years of modifying 
customers' existing CD players 

with its Clock 2 'heart transplant', 
which aims to produce a much more 
accurate master-clock signal to reduce 

jitter, Trichord has bitten the bullet 
and launched its own CD player, the 

£550 Genesis. Cosworrh-style, it's 
based on a mass-market player, the 
Pioneer P D-S50314, but includes 
modifications to the analogue output 
stage and power supply, as well as the 
clocking tweak. 

There's still some Pioneer left in the 
sound of course, but there's also 

Trichord's characteristically gener
ous soundstage, a jaunty musical sen

sitivity, and analogue-style homo

geneity. Anyone shortlisting£500-ish 
CD players would be foolish not to 
hear this remarkable machine. 
Trichord Research e (01684) 573524 

(1{{1(,)\$) 

Aeon Acoustics' 

Signet -tubular 

belles! 

Trichord Genesis 

-the Ford 

Cosworth of CD 

players. 
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NAD's312-

another budget 

bargain for 

minimalists 

everywhere. 

B&W's P4-an 

award-winning 

speaker with 

luxury looks and 

widespread 

appeal. 

NAD312 
lntegl'atect Amp 

The £200 NAD 312 can trace its 
lineage right back to the original 

'budget audiophile' 3020 nearly 

twenty years ago. The price hasn't 

increased by nearly as much as the 

intervening inflation, and you still get 

a very-well-equipped amp, lacking 

only remote control. It delivers a 
gutsy, open sound, which is a little 
messy by absolute standards, but 
pretty good for a £200 product. We 
enjoyed its enthusiasm, but worried it 

could get a bit much when driving 

small speakers quite hard. Stick to 

sensitive and conservatively balanced 

boxes and you should get a good 

blend of energy and listenability. 

NAD a (0181) 343 3240 

14 BEST BUYS 1996 

JULY I AUGUST 

B&:WP4 

Speakel' 

D espite winning one of this year's 

British Hi-Fi Awards, B&W's 

£675 compact floorstanding P4 has 
yet to participate in our formal 
reviews. It's a simple-but-classy 
ported, two-way, real-wood
veneered -and-Ke v I a r-eo n ed 
device in the B&W tradition. The 

tweeter took an age to loosen up 

properly, but eventually delivered 

treble worthy of the deep, tidy bass 

and uncoloured midband. It strikes 

a nice balance between studio moni

tOr-type sound and bass-filled crowd
pleaser. The hi-fi buff will like the way 
it digs into recordings and reveals sys
tem nuances; the party animal the way 
it eats power and goes louder and 

louder without struggle. As a speaker 

that's all things ro all people, the P4 

deserves a long close look. Little won

der it won that award. 

B&W a (01903) 750750 

Rogei'S E20a 
lntegl'ated amplifiel' 

0 nly those of a certain age will 

remember the days when Rogers 

was first and foremost an amplifier 

manufacturer, and speakers were 

something of a sideline. It so happens 

that Rogers designer Andy Whittle is 

a valve-amp enthusiast, and 
approached Audio Note UK to help 
get the E20a project under way. The 

result is an integrated amp (with 
MM vinyl stage) delivering 
18W of valve power per 
channel, at a price of £1,090. 

The result is that right-to
the-heart-of-the-music char

acter that turns tube users 

into fanatics. The E20a is an 
organic and musical amp that 
does more than merely com
pensate for a relative lack of 
power. Its transparency just lets 
you get on and enjoy the music. 
Rogers a (0181) 683 2101 

OCTOBER 

Shahinian Compass 
Louclspeakel' 

D ick Shahinian places the drivers 
on his speakers at strange angles, 

creating omni-directional effects that 

have been getting all manner of audio

philes excited. They're not for every

one, or for every room, but they're 

decidedly different and definitely 

deserve a hearing. 

At first sight the £1,295 Compass 

starts off like a floorstanding box, but 

the drivers are mounted on the top 
panel, which is slanted at 45 degrees, 

while the boxes stand edge-on 

towards the listener, who sees the baf-

Find your musical 

bearings with the 

Shahinian Compass. 

fie as a tilted diamond shape. 
According to your perspective, the 

Compass will seem oddly diffuse or 
spectacularly natural. Comparison 
with normal speakers is pointless. It 

doesn't match the bigger models in the 

range, but still likes being played loud. 

If you don't try the Compass, you'll 

miss hearing one of the few genuinely 

'different' -sounding speakers that is 

still consummately musical. 
Pear Audio a (01665) 830862 

Rogers E20a -

valvular value for money. 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 



NOVEMBER 

Mission 753 Freedom 
Speaker 

T
he Mission 753 put the over-£500 

luxury floorstander on the hi-fi 
map, commercially speaking. There 
were plenty of viable alternatives, but 
that imposing row of four main dri
vers caught the customers' imagina
tions and credit card numbers in real 
abundance. The £798 Freedom vari
ation updates the established 
favourite, fitting a silk-dome tweeter 
and making some quire radical inter
nal cabinet improvements. They work 
well with a variety of amps, really 
singing with the Pioneer A-300R 
Precision. Their bass is well extended 
and solid, while the midband is just a 
little veiled, which in turn means that 
they like to be played loud. They'll 
never shout at you the way some 
speakers can, and always remain in 
control of the situation. 
Mission a (01480) 451777 

Townshend Audio 
3D Seismic Sink 

T
he latest and most expensive in 
Townshend Audio's range of iso

lation platforms, the 3D Seismic Sink 
costs £400 and adds a third-dimen
sional freedom of movement to the 2D 

original. A pump is supplied to keep 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

Townshend Audio's 

3D Seismic Sink

all systems blow! 

the air isolation intact between the 
damped steel top and bottom plates. 
An LED indicator helps you to main
tain the prescribed pressure. Placed 

beneath a Trichord Genesis CD 
player and on top of a Mana stack, 
the 3DSS brought considerable 
improvements in bass extension, 
power, focus and coherence. It's an 
expensive platform, but in the context 
of a decent system it's also great value. 
Townshend Audio a (0181) 979 2155 

Pioneer A-300R 
Precision 
Integrated Amp 

T
his amplifier started out as a 
£200 A-300R, a fairly minimal

ist and rather lightweight affair 
blessed with a remote volume con
trol. Trichord engineer Tom Evans 
then persuaded Pioneer to try a pack
age of modifications he'd devised. 
The results were so successful that the 
project has come to the market as the 

A-300R Precision, priced at £400 and 
destined to blow away much of the 
competition, especially with its abil
ity to create a full-scale three-dimen
sional soundstage. 

With the A-300R Precision 
Pioneer has an amp worthy of the 
mantle left by the A-400. If you want 
to hear real stereo this could be the 
place to start. 
Pioneer a (01753) 789789 

DECEMBER 

Sony MDS-JESOO 
MiniDisc Recorder 

M
iniDisc is back, and this time it 
means business. The demise of 

DCC and the Japanese success of MD 
seem to be spurring the big name man
ufacturers to increase their efforts to 
get this neat medium established in 
Europe and the US. The £300 MDS 
]E-500 is a full-width recorder with a 
plethora of features and an enormous 
handset. We found that commercial 
software came across with adequate 
bandwidth and reasonable sound 
quality. Recording was a straightfor
ward and sonically rewarding 
process, and the package is the near
est thing you'll find to a home-record
ing suite in a single box. If you're nor 
looking for the last word in audiophile 
sound quality, this could be a handy 
piece of kit to have around the house. 
Sony a (0181) 784 1144 � 

Ji$1iNHJ 

Mission 753 

Freedom-big 

speaker sound 

you' re obliged 

to enjoy. 

Sony's MDS

JEsoo-the 

original home 

studio in a box! 
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audiophile's ideal stocking filler. When connected between CD player and amplifier 

this valve-powered widget ensures that CD players are not overtaxed by the 

low-impedance inputs of today's amps. Works best with CD players pos

sessing high-impedance outputs and low RF emissions, including 

many Philips, Pioneer and Teac models. Also worth trying 

between pre and power amps! 

£99 

Musical Fidelity a (0 181) 900 2866 

Marantz ED·3 Edison CD Player 

Want to give your missus the horn this Christmas? Give her 

two with this super-kitsch CD outfit from Marantz's 

Design Series. Underneath one of the gramophone-

style horns sits a CD mechanism featuring a one-

bit DAC and six-Watt amplifier; under the 

other there's a receptacle for your loved 

one's jewellery and trinkets. Measuring 

just 1 72mm square, the ED-3 is an ideal 

dressing-table accessory! 

approx £350 (price to be confirmed) 

Marantz HiFi UK Ltd a (01 753) 680868 

Here's our annual round-up of great gifts for hi-fi fans! 

Habitat Molton Sofa 

To enjoy your hi-fi system to the full, you need somewhere 

comfortable to sit. And this sofa from Habitat, just one in their 

extensive range, is an ideal posterior-platform. Shown here in 

Cherry finish, it has machine-washable covers, feather-filled 

seat and scatter cushions, and removable legs. lt measures 

185 x 72 x 98cm, and is also available as a sofabed. 

£999 (sofa); £1,349 (sofabed) 

Habitat UK Ltd a (0 171) 255 2545 



A Sheffield 

Christmas Collection 

Having the neighbours 

round for drinks 

this Christms? 

Here's one way 

to impress them 

with both your 

system and your 

seasonal choice of 

music. This collection of Yuletide favourites from 

US audiophile label Sheffield Lab is weighted 

heavily towards piano-led light instrumentals, but 

the sound has all of the company's usual 'Live 

Studio Recordings' fairy-dust. 

CD rojects CD Storage 

What marks out this extensive new range is 

the patented two-pocket DoubleSieeve, 

which allows you to store four COs and 

booklets in the space taken up by one jewel 

case. Made from non-stick, heat-resistant 

polypropylene for maximum kindness to 

your discs, each DoubleSieeve has a clip to 

allow easy swapping between a home stor

age unit and portable carry case. Available £12 ·special Christmas offer until Feb '97. 

Wollaton Audio 1:: (0115) 928 414 7 from stores like MVC or by post from the 

UK distributor, who will also supply details 

Lexicon SOOT System Controller 

In essence, a 'programmable touch

screen computer' that controls 

every facet of a complex hi-fi or 

AV system. Masking high-tech 

innards behind a user-friendly 

graphical interface, the SOOT can learn and 

transmit as many as 24 commands on the press 

of a single button, thanks to multi-step macro com

mands. Up to three days operation available from 

the built-in ni-cad battery pack! 

£2,000 

Harman Audio 2 (0181) 207 5050 

HJ-Fl CHOICE 

of other models available. 

RDC-25 home storage unit 

(illustrated)£ 12.99 

CC-24 carry case 

(Illustrated) £9.99 

Bib Ltd m (01442) 233233 

Hi·Fi Choice Polo Shirt 

The Perfect 

Connection 

Be the envy of the neighbourhood with one 

of these superb Hi-Fi Choice polo shirts. 

Tailored from 100 per cent cotton, in British 

Racing Green with a discreet logo, this gar-

ment will get you served quicker at the pub, win 

you new friends and make your hi-fi system 

sound fantastic. Probably. Available only in 

flattering XL size. 

£8.95 inc. p&p 

Order form on page 102 of this issue. 

Dirty or oxidised sig

nal connections are ..._....::::_!!f.:.:!�!:!�� 
a common cause of 

substandard hi-fi system performance. The 

Perfect Connection (TPC) wipes aim to ban-

ish grot-related hi-fi blues. Impregnated with a spe-

cial contact-enhancing solution, each TPC wipe should last 

long enough to give your whole system the once-over. 

Available from XLO dealers throughout Britain. 

£1.50each 

Wo//aton Audio m (0115) 928 4147 
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Magazines come and go month by 

month, their contents often forgoHen 

soon after the next edition appears. 

Hi·Fi Choice's Best Buy Special gives 

you the chance to catch up on a whole 

year's worth of accumulated knowledge, 

wisdom and opinion. 

The core is, of course, the in·depth 

comparative review techniques which have 

made Choice respected around the world. Since 

last January these have generated some 38 

Best Buy awards, plus 64 Recommended 

flags. To cover all of these - and much more 

besides - requires dextrous slight·of·hand and 

the application of a gigantic shoehorn. Best Buy 

r.eviews have been summarised into about a 

third of their usual space, arid Recommended 
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( 

products precised in one or two paragraphs. 

For more information on the products, why 

not use our unique FactsBack service? (Page 

136.) This will fax you a copy of many reviews 

we have printed in the past few monihs. 

While some 25 pages are devoted to the 

formal review summaries, another 25 reprise 

other highlights of the magazine's year. There 

were two major Awards ceremonies: one voted 

for by the British public, the other by a 

convocation of European specialist journalists. 

Then we have condensed versions of numerous 

systems features printed this year, together with 

a four-page distillation of the myriad 

components encountered in.our Sessions 

reviews. That you'll find on page 12, while the 

rest rolls out from this page onwards. Have fun! 

Hl-FJ CHOICE 



Loudspeakers 

T
he large number of Best Buy and Recommended speakers is 

partly a reflection of the many speaker tests we've carried out 

this year, but also that one large group test concentrated on the key 

budget miniature sector, during which we re-tested a 

number of already-established Best Buys 

alongside the latest contenders. 

lt also reflects the fact that loudspeakers 

are much more diverse than other 

components- they come in many 

different sizes, and with all manner of 

assorted tonal balances too. 

Manufacturers often achieve good 

consistency across their ranges, but every 

manufacturer's idea of the 'correct' tonal 

balance is different, and there's no way 

the reviewer can say one is 'right' and the 

others 'wrong'. it's partly a matter of 

taste, partly a matter of how loud you 

want to play your music (loud music 

usually prefers less treble energy), and 

what formats you favour (CD sounds 

brighter than vinyl, FM radio or TV). And 

consequently loudspeaker diversity 

remains firmly on the agenda! 

CD Players 

C
D players are still the fastest-changing category of components 

in hi-fi. Of the six models to receive Best Buy ratings throughout 

the year, only five remain in current production today. 

The extant Best Buys tend to be dominated by low-cost players, 

but a rich variety of Recommended models provide plenty of 

interesting alternatives. The latest mid-price Harmun/Kardon 

models look like very strong contenders, and more upmarket 

entries like the Quad 77 and 

Naim CD3 are bringing 

fresh credibility to 

serious-price CD 

replay, as does 

Meridian's 

£1,685 
508.20 (see 

October's 

Amplifiers 

M 
any are called but few are chosen. From a total of 21 reviews, 

just three received the full Best Buy accolade- one budget, 

one mid-price integrated, plus one separate pre-/power combo

compared to six during 1995. Boosting the numbers a bit, we've 

included the findings of our April test on NV processors. Not strictly 

speaking amplifiers (though they do contain amplification), these are 

the devices you use to convert a stereo hi-fi system into Dol by Pro

Logic surround kit, without messing up hi-fi performance. 

Happily, once again the half-dozen Recommended 

models (plus. a couple more NV processors) 

add some welcome variety, with a cluster 

of interesting mid-price and 

upmarket contenders from 

Audiolab, Densen, Naim, 

Cyrus and Creek. 

HI-FI CHOICE 

CATEGORY PAGE NUMBER 

CD PLAYERS The best digital disc-spinners are here 22 

AMPUFIERS Absolute power that doesn't corrupt 28 

TUNERS Airwaves lay themselves open to our best radios 31 

TURNTABLES Spin, spin, spin the black vinyl disc 33 

CASSETTE DECKS We've got it taped on these pages 37 

EQUIPMENT STANDS Give your hi-fi the support it needs 39 

LOUDSPEAKERS Speak to me only with thine eyes 40 

SPEAKER STANDS Make your speakers stand to attention 51 

SUBWOOFERS Bass, bass all over the place 53 

CABLES Get yourself connected - wire not? 55 

HEADPHONES Hi-fi gets personal with in-head entertainment 59 

CARTRIDGES Don't let your record deck give you the needle 61 

AV PROCESSORS Add the magic of movies to your hi-fi 63 

SEPARATES SYSTEMS How to pick and choose good hi-fi 83 

AV SYSTEMS How to get the best AV from your hi-fi system 85 

£1,000 SYSTEMS Pick 'n' mix hHi don't come much easier 87 

UFESTYLE SYSTEMS Stylish stuff sounding smart 89 

EISA WINNERS Europe's favourite hi-fi 

BFA WINNERS Britain's favourite hi-fi 

And the rest 

S
peakers, CD players and 

amplifiers might represent 

the core of the modern hi-fi 

system, but lots of other bits 

and pieces are necessary to get 

it to sing. There are also 

alternative sources like radio 

tuners, vinyl discs, or tape (and 

disc) recorders. In today's high 

resolution systems, the 

connecting cables which link 

everything together make an 

important contribution, as does 

the support furniture for both 

the equipment and 

smaller speakers. 

· Subwoofers and 

headphones too 

have their roles to 

play, and we've 

checked all of them 

out for you, over the 

next few pages. 

91 

95 
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CD Players 
PHI LIPS 

CD721 £130 

L 
oak very hard and you might 

find a few CD players with 

remote control that undercut 

this £130 CD721 from Phi lips. 

In most cases, however, they 

will be discontinued, about to be 

discontinued, or of a brand far 

less respected than the Dutch 

multinational. The Phi lips name 

might not have quite the CD 

cachet of a few years back, as 

the company has left the quality 

hi-fi sector to its Marantz 

subsidiary. But it's Philips tech

nology that drives Marantz 

players and a sizeable number 

from other sources too, at all 

price levels. 

The CD721 is closely based 

on its popular 720 predecessor, 

but now sports resilient feet hid

den within non-functional shiny 

surrounds. lt also has quite a lot 

in common with the Marantz 

CD46, sharing the Bitcheck 

DAC and COM121inear-tracking 

KENWOOD 

DP-3080 £170 

S
econd cheapest in a five

strong series of DP models, 

the well equipped 3080from 

the house of Ken wood costs 

£170. This full-width player is 

fairly bulky, though the structure 

is quite flimsy, making no con

cessions to microphony, and few 

unnecessary resources appear 
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mechanism. The 

back pane I is stripped 

to the bare essentials, 

with a mains lead 

alongside a captive sig

nal lead terminated in a 

phono pair. 

The front panel is practi-

cal and attractive, with fine fit 

and finish, an excellent display 

and niceties like a variable-level 

head phone socket. The track 

skip and scan keys are shared, 

with a timer determining which 

function operates; irritatingly, 

the scan mutes when it reaches 

its higher speed. Note that a still 

cheaper sister model, the £ 120 

CD711, is also available, the 

key difference being that it 

lacks remote control (and could 

in consequence sound slightly 

better). 

Lab performance was 

generally below average, with 

a fair sprinkling of unwanted 

spuriae around, though the 

jitter result was well above 

average. 

to have been expended inside. 

Aesthetics are not a strong 

suit. The display characters are 

small even though they occupy a 

large window, and the controls 

are a mish-mash of styles 

cramped into the central section 

of the facia, while the right-hand 

end is mostly blank. In feature 

terms there are few hostages to 

fortune. Edit facilities allow tapes 

to be collated, with peak-level 

Sound quality 

rated average, 

which is a fine result 

from a picky panel for a 

player that cost way below 

the group average. The 

sound itself is a bit limited, both 

in bandwidth and dynamic 

terms, but this player still 

retrieves masses of coherent 

detail, and is expressive enough 

to be an enjoyable experience. 

TheCD721 may not be 

the most scintillating and 

search, and there are repeat, 

random and search modes. 

The business bits
1include a 

one-bit N PC 5864 converter 

and 5841 digital filter, along 

with Kenwood's recent 

Advanced High Precision Master 

Clock jitter
'
reduction circuit, and 

DRIVE (Dynamic Resolution 

Intensive Vector Enhancement, 

no less). Notwithstanding the 

name, the latter is an adaptive 

low-pass digital filter designed 

to reduce distortion on low 

level/frequency signals. Lab test 

performance wasn't spectacu

lar, the saving grace being the 

lowest level of j itter among the 

group of under-£300 players. 

Good panel test results found 

our listeners in broad agreement 

about a strong, dynamic and up

front presentation. lt came close 

exposing the dynamic and 

spatial heart of the music, as 

well as reproducing much of the 

detail from discs, too. "Some 

real bass at least," said one lis-

communica

tive player around, 

but it is essentially 

natural and relaxing, 

performing an only slightly 

limited task very well indeed. lt 

sounds articulate and open, with 

few obvious coloration effects. 

At the price it's a glaringly 

obvious Best Buy. 

Philips �=: (0181) 689 4444 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 

tener, while another praised the 

bright but articulate mid range 

and treble, and the strong sense 

of transient attack. 

However, some suggested 

the Ken wood might not wear too 

well. One felt that while it was 

immediately exciting, it might 

prove a little fatiguing in the long 

run. "This player can party

but even parties have to come to 

an end some time. You can have 

too much of a good thing." Not 

the best match for an aggressive 

system, it was difficult to trip up 

in the hands-on sessions, deliv

ering a broad range of material 

with bold, vivid contrasts. 

Here is a £170 player with a 

£250-£300 sound-a real sur

prise given its modest build 

quality. An obvious Best Buy, 

though this player is better suit

ed to smooth, well controlled 

systems than those with a 

bright, edgy character. 

Kenwood �=: (01923) 816444 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 
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CD Players 
CAMBRIDGE AUDIO 

CD6 £300 

T
he Cambridge Audio brand 
is now owned by the manu

facturing arm of the Richer 
Sounds group, and while its 
products are nominally available 
through any retailer via the 
group's Hi-Fi Direct operation, in 
practice you're more likely to 
find them at a Richer store. 

This £300 CD6 CD player 
conceals its true nature behind a 
bland facia. The graphical disc
remaining indicator in an other
wise ordinary back-lit LCD dis
play adds a touch of originality, 
but the CD6 is more notable for 
the basic set of controls on the 
player itself. The usual twiddly 
bits can of course be accessed 
via the remote handset. 

Attributed to the design pen 
of John Westlake (formerly of 
Pink Triangle), this is an ambi
tiously specified player, con
structed internally as separate 
analogue and digital sections, 

�S�N�::�<·· .··.. . 
CDP-XE500 £160 

T
wo up from the bottom of a 
six-strong range, the £ 160 

CDP-X£500 is equipped with a 
one-bit H-Pulse D/A converter, 
and features a 'jog dial' control 

-a small ratcheted rotary 
switch for rapid track selection. 

The player has an impressive 
roster of gadgets, including pro
gramme edit, shuffle play, peak 
search, and more. The minor 
control layout is a bit anarchic, 
and the display is too fussy. The 
player has sleek lines and the 
controls are a peach. 
Headphones are only fed a fixed
level signal, but an optical 
digital output is fitted. 

The insides of this player 
have been through Sony's finish
ing school, but the team was so 
happy with the original factory 
sa m pies that few changes were 
made. Our jitter measurement 
looks poor, but is largely a tunc-

with extensive mutual 
screening and a jitter 
lock between them. Highly 
sophisticated power supply 
arrangements include three 
separate transformers and no 
less than 14 regulated sections. 
A dual-differential D/A converter 
is built around the Phi lips 
TDA1305, with good quality 
wiring. Around the back it's a 
surprise to find full balanced 
AES/EBU outputs in addition to 
the conventional analogue 
phonos, plus a digital electrical 
output (on BNC). 

tion of low
rate hum and 
supply-induced compo
nents-a development of the 
power supply wou Id bring 
improvement. 

Ironically, this near-budget 
Sony model out-scored its more 
upmarket X£900£ sibling in the 
blind listening tests, and individ
ual panellists showed agree
ment. The following quotes are 
typical: "Good vocals with 

internal engi
neering is very simi

lar to that used in the 
Cambridge DacMagic 11 out

board D/A converter, only here 
there's the additional disc drive 
and control mechanism. Lab 
performance was decent enough 
across the board (in the context 
of a low-cost group of players), 
though some noise modulation 
and the particular jitter 
characteristic might help explain 
the bright and slightly over
hyped sound. 

plenty of 
atmosphere around 

the voice, and well timed. 
This is a clear, incisive player 
that offers a big window onto the 
music." "Very impressive at cap
turing the scale and drama of a 
performance and the tension of 
a large-scale piece." 

There was criticism of a 'wall 
of sound' tendency and a 'hi-fi
ish' quality. Our separate hands
on work, though, suggested that 
this Sony has a constrained 

Although the CD6· 
was thought 'scrawny' at 

times, most of the com
ments on this player were 

positive, sometimes very 
much so. "Rhythmic and 

bouncy, with a very strong sense 
of togetherness. lt actually 
sounds like a band playing 
together", according to one pan
ellist. Another described it as: 
"the only player so far that 
makes musical sense". 

In the hands-on work I found 
the CD6 taut and crackling with 
energy, bringing music to life in a 
way that eluded most of the oth
ers in the under-£350 group. 
But it needs a good system to 
give its best, and can sound a bit 
raucous in the wrong company. 
Ignore the boring styling. This is 
a thoroughbred CD player that's 
well-honed, highly capable, and 
more important still, very enjoy
able. With a price tag of just 
£300, it's worth seeking out. 
Audio Partnership m (0171) 586 5977 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 

quality, best 
suited to systems of 
average capability and resolving 
power. With a combination of 
good resolution and respectable 
dynamics, the CDP-X£500 
brings good audio manners to 
this sector of the market. 
Sonym (0181) 784 1144 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue159 

............................................................ � 
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KEF REFERENCE SERIES MODEL FO U R  

The Inside Story 
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Look inside the new KEF Reference Series Model Four and you'll understand why it has been hailed as one of the finest loudspeakers in the 

world. You'll find brilliantly innovative design, bristling witl1 advanced features found on no other speaker. lo wonder it has met with such 
critical acclaim. 

" ... KEF's best yet, showing that musicality and neutral 

balance can result from the high-tech and deeply 

researched designs that KEF is famous for ... " 

" ... It'll play loud throughout the range, holding onto its 

fundamental inner balance, one which is recognisably 

truthful to the programme input ... " 

" ... This speaker has a degree of slam and overall 

dynamic range associated with the best at two or three 

times the price ... " 

Martin Co/loms, 1-/i-Fi News 

The experience 
of sound 

KEF AND UNI-0 ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-0 IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING 

KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED, DEPT HFC 3, ECCLESTON ROAD. TOVIL, MAIDSTONE. KENT ME IS 60P. TELEPHONE (01622) 672261 



CD Players 

J.NAJl.� 
514 £370 

N AD's 'no compromise' CD 
player, the£370514, is a 

fundamentally simple machine 
with the familiar grey but slightly 
dated-looking facia. 
Measurements showed some 
differences from previous NADs, 
but were entirely satisfactory. Its 

D erived from a number of 
very highly regarded prede

cessors, the £350 CDP-XA2ES 
blends old and new chips into a 
bulky but handsome centre
load, full-feature-count player. 
First class technical perfor
mance combines with audio
phile sanies to give a true heavy-

Hl-FI CHOICE 

sound quality was very well 
received by the panel, for mak
ing every kind of music accessi
ble while still conveying the fun 
factor. This spacious and invigo
rating performance is a more 
than fair recompense for limited 
features and dour styling. 
NAD m (0181) 343 3240 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
F actsback 1639 

weight sound quality, sparkling 
with detail and confidently han
dling the most brutal dynamic 
contrasts. However, despite the 
objective excellence and 
confidence of the sound, there 
also seemed to be a slight lack of 
romance in the way the music 
was portrayed. 
Sony m (0181) 784 1144 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
F actsback 1642 

lJyc�::;.:;•\r'.. . � ::;� t'' 
XL-Z674 £300 

C urrently representing the pin
nacle of JVC's CD aspirations 

here in the UK, the £300XL
Z674 is a fully-featured 
machine with a whole load of 
inner technical refinements as 
well. These include the K2 opti
cal interface and the latest PEM 
(pulse edge modulation) DAC. 

0 ne of the more idiosyncratic 
and characterful CD players 

you can buy, Naim's £978 CD3 
is the least expensive of the com
pany's range. lt looks slim and 
smart, and features a manually
operated hinged-drawer loading 
tray, in which a magnetic puck 
secures the disc. The CD3 is also 
unusual for using a 'classic' 16-

'MARANTZ ' :. - · . �-,q':_ 
CD-17 £800 

This upmarket player is actu
ally a simplified version of the 

flagshipCD-15, featuring high
class components and luxury 
build in a slim but unusually wide 
case. Lab performance was 
impressive in everything but digi
tal image suppression. Sound 

On test, the excellence of this 
technology was confirmed by a 
top-notch lab-test performance. 
The sound is unfailingly smooth 
and even-handed, though some
times the detail, delicacy and 
passion of the musical experi
ence become a little diluted 
along the way. 
JVC m (0181) 450 3282 
Rev1ewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
Factsback 1637 

bit four-times oversampling 
DAC. The sound quality was 
found to be favourable, and is 
characteristically Naim, with 
powerful bass, almost aggres
sive timing and coherent but 
slightly coloured mid band. 
Recommended, but it needs to 
be matched carefully to 
individual systems. 
Naim m (01722) 332266 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 
Factsback 1765 

quality was well liked, attracting 
only minor criticisms but not the 
most fulsome praise ,- 'quite' 
and 'fairly' often cropped up. The 
CD-17 has obvious musical tal
ents, and promises consistently 
good results with a wide range of 
systems and musical tastes. 
Marantz m (01753) 680868 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 
Factsback 1763 
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CD Playe�s 
�OI,I�_I!��r-.'·:=.-·-�·.:-- : ,. 

77 £900 

The 77 is priced at £900 as a 
complete standalone player, 

but purchasers of Quad 77 amps 
can opt for a bus-only version
and save £200. This is a slim, 
compact package, smartly fin
ished in a very attractive tex
tured grey, but with control 
ergonomics varying from the 
excellent to the odd. The Crysta I 

HARMAIU�aJHtO J112i> ;.i: -

FL8300 £300 

This £300 FL8300 CD multi
player uses a large carousel

type loading mechanism, which 
makes it very easy to identify 
and change four of the five discs 
it holds. The player feels suitably 
solid, and sounds that way too, 

HI-FT CHOICE 

4328 Delta Sigma convertor 
chip turns in a pretty satisfactory 
lab performance, and sound 
quality was better still, thanks 
mainly to a particularly seduc
tive mid range and the organic 
way it tackled complex material. 
That said, with really dense, 
complicated music, a touch of 
congestion began to become 
apparent. 
Quad m (01480) 451777 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 

with clean, tuneful bass and an 
open, deep soundstage. 

The treble sounds sweet and 
natural too, and if the mid band 
sometimes seems a little tired, 
this is still a very acceptable
sounding multi player at an 
affordable price. 
Harman/Kardon m (01908) 317707 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 

This key model in Sony's 
recently-introduced COP 

range features the unique 'fixed 
laser' disc drive and has also 
undergone an extensive pro
gramme of 40 modifications
some quite extensive- to 
widen its UK audiophile appeal. 
Lab performance was excellent, 

SHERWOOD. - · " 

CD-4030R £140 

I mported by a Richer Sounds 
subsidiary, the£140 

Sherwood CD-4030R looks 
rather old-fashioned with a very 
fussy front panel, although the 
range of facilities on offer is not 
unusually wide. There's nothing 
particularly unusual either about 
the combination of Yamaha digi
tal filter and Philips bitstream 

NAD ., ·'' 

515 £350 

lt's cheap at £3 50, but NAD's 
515 carousel-type CD multi

player nevertheless managed to 
combine serious listening plea
sure with multi-disc conve
nience. Soundstaging is not its 
strongest point, but rigorous 
attention to detail is combined 
with considerable musical com
petence to make a great com
panion for music lovers. A 

but the listening tests brought' 
disappointing and inconsistent 
results. lt turned out that the 48-
hour warm-up period had not 
really been enough, and the 
Sony continued to show lower 
coloration and greater subtlety 
over the next several days
enough to merit 
Recommendation. 
Sony m (0181) 784 1144 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 

conver-
tor, and while 
the lab measurements 
were unexceptional, they do 
indicate a palatable sound quali
ty. This was very much the case 
in practice, for while the 4030R 
failed to greatly excite listeners, it 
never offended either, delivering 
a relaxing, easy-on-the-ear, very 
satisfactory presentation. 
Hi-Fi Direct m (0171) 586 5977 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue159 

mature sounding multiplayer, 
the NAD firmly deserves 
Recommended status. 
NAD m (0181) 343 3240 

BEST BUYS 1996 27 



BEST BUYS 

Amplifiers 

ORELLE 

SAIOO £450 

O
relle is a relatively new brand 

on the scene, but has rapidly 

built itself a reputation for equip

ment capable of mixing it with the 

high end, at prices that are con

siderably more affordable. This 

£450 SA lOO integrated amplifi

er isn't the only Orelle to have 

picked up a Best Buy flag in 

Choice this year: the CD-I OOSE 

CD player received a similar 

accolade in issue 155, though 

sadly, that component is no 

longer available. 

This SAJOOis a 50Wintegrated 

design, which promotes simplicity 

as a virtue, even to the point of 

ignoring vinyl disc replay. The 

slim front panel sets the tone, 

with just volume, on/off, input 

selection and tape monitoring. 
Internally, it's direct coupled 

throughout, with no capacitors 

in the signal path. Power comes 

via a 200VA transformer, and is 

delivered through a MOSFET 

output stage. The whole amp is 

mounted on a single PCB, with 

no messy extraneous wiring. 

Lab performance is generally 

competent or better, though dis

tortion does rise a little towards 

high frequencies, and power 
delivery is somewhat con

strained into very low 

impedance loads. 

The high-frequency 

distortion is at least 

consistent, while 

channel balance is 

excellent, with low noise 

and only mild suscepti

bility to RF interference. 

A clear favourite in the 

listening tests, the SA lOO 
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was not only liked by all panellists, 

it a I so elicited good agreement 

from the various individuals over 

its characteristics, including: 

"musically rewarding", "tight", 

and "tidy". All commented on 

the clarity, humanity and diction 

of voices, and the way it was 

possible to distinguish exactly 

how many backing singers were 

on a track. Furthermore, the 

voices never wavered, regard

less of the musical complexity. 

The only quibble was a touch 

of coarseness in the upper mid/ 

lower treble, which is unlikely to 

be a problem unless other com

ponents in the system share the 

same characteristic. lt comes 

across as a slight brittleness on 

voices, with a touch of glare and 

lack of body. There was a great 

sense of orchestral scale, good 

detail and control, and fine, neu
tral, extended and weighty bass. 

Orelle has made one hugely 

enjoyable amp, which will keep 

everything musical in order. 

Ore/le� (0181) 810 9388 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154 
Facts back 17 49 

MOTH 

THIRTY SERIES £1,228 

T
his amp was reviewed sub

jectively as one in a four

strong group of pre-/power amp 

combos clustered around the 

£1,000 mark. All gave good 

accounts of themselves, but the 

Moth stood ahead of the group 

in sound-for-your-pound terms, 

and set a rare example of dis

creet, compact packaging. 

The test amplifier consisted 

of five separately-cased mod

ules, all quite deep at 34cm, but 

very slim and narrow with it. The 

£349 preamp and its outboard 

100 VA power supply are only 

ten-cm wide and six-cm high. 

The £879 stereo power amplifi

er section consists of two 

monoblok amps plus a third 

module containing a shared 

power supply; again these are 

only six-cm high but, this time, 

15-cm wide. 

As well as being strikingly 

compact, the preamp is also 

noticeably minimalist. Three un

labelled controls (volume, input 

selector and tape monitor) and 

an illuminated dot are the only 

adornments on the facia. The 

pre handles four line inputs (on 

phono sockets) plus an in/out 

tape recorder connection- on 

a Dl N this time, because there 

isn't enough room for four more 

phonos! Vinyl users will be 

pleased to find they're not · 

ignored, though the additional 

preamp module you need does 

cost extra .. 

The appearance might be 

downright unassuming, but the 

Thirty Series' performance will 

make you sit up and take notice. 



Amplifiers 

F ram these modest cases 

emerged a big, bold presenta

tion that was immediately 

involving. For instance, on 

Doctor John's I Know What I've 
Got, the piano rang out and res

onated magnificently, exciting 

the air in the room with uncom

mon authority. The brass section 

pierced the mix with gusto but 

without unnatural stridency, 

while bass and drums laid a 

solid foundation for the band to 

build upon. And in the middle of 

all this bigness and boldness, the 

Moths still managed to extract 

subtle detail and nuance. 

They certainly didn't falter 

when asked to rock'n'roll, con

veying the varied rhythms and 

feels on a Black Grape album 

with ease and determination. 

Whatever the music, the 

strength of the Thirty Series 
amplifiers seemed to be a finely 

judged balance rather than 

excellence in specific areas. 

Across-the-board competence 

and groove-ability enabled them 

to portray myriad genres with 

aplomb. All in all, a most worthy 

Best Buy. 

Moth e (01234) 741152 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 

�AUDIOLllB 

80008 £700 

E
ffectively an update of the 

ever-popular BOOOA con

cept, the £700 BOOOS costs 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

ROTEL 
. . . r;. 7;(:;;� 

RA-920AX £ 120 

T
ested with other amps 

costing up to £350, this 

Rote I sells for £120, which was 

way below the group average, 

right down in the true budget 

sector- a typical contender in 

the 'my first amplifier' stakes. 

Rote I has been very success

ful over the years, with both low

budget 'starter' amps and more 

audiophile-oriented variations 

thereof. The company's models 

have UK design input in the 

selection of sound-quality ori

ented cam ponents in critica I 

parts of the signal path, and in 

earthing arrangements. 

The 920AX isn't as minimalist 

as some Rotels, but neither is it 

overburdened with frills and 

features. There are tone controls 

here, but these are claimed to 

provide 'sensible' rather than 

extreme response tuning. 

Besides the volume, balance 

and input selector, there's a 

more, and ditches the vinyl disc 

input (available separately as the 

BOOOPPA) and tone controls. 

However, it adds a remote hand

set and microprocessor control, 

plus considerable future-proofing 

head phone socket and a tape 

monitor switch. Inputs are avail

able for vinyl record players 

(moving-magnet cartridges), 

three line-level sources, and a 

tape recorder in/out set. A single 

set of loudspeaker binding posts 

lurks round the back. 

Lab tests confirmed that 

power output is significantly less 

than that available from, say, 

Rotel's 930AX, but there's still 

around 50 Watts per channel, 

with sufficient current in reserve 

to handle difficult loudspeaker 

loads. Distortion rises somewhat 

towards high frequencies, but 

overall this is solid engineering 

at a very attractive price. The lis

tening panel gave the 920AX a 

warm reception, but perhaps 

lukewarm is a better description 

of their 'good enough but safe' 

reactions. In one panelist's 

words: "it's an amp that does 

everything right but in a safe and 

sometimes unexciting manner." 

Nonetheless, it was one of the 

few models in the group that 

flexibility via a mode selector. 

Lab performance is pretty good 

all round, with more than 70 
Watts available into eight Ohm 

loads. The sound quality is a 

good all-round compromise, 

tapped into the emotional con

tent of our classical selections. 

lt also sounded good with a 

small-scale acoustic recording, 

giving an accurate and well bal

anced portrayal of voices and 

guitar accompaniment. With 

feisty rock material, opinion was 

a little more divided, as the bass 

sounded just a little 'fat' and 

could have been tighter and 

faster, though it remained fun

damentally tuneful. 

At this very modest price, it's 

very impressive that the 920AX 
managed to sound coherent and 

reasonably well detailed most of 

the time. lt lost the plot slightly 

in some complex passages, and 

could sound a little veiled com

pared to top-flight models, but 

soldiered on and maintained a 

good perspective on whatever 

music was played. Basically, the 

920AX is a real hi-fi amp, and at 

£120 it represents a Best Buy. 

Gamepath W (01908) 317707 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 
Factsback 1808 

with fine tonal neutrality and 

detail retrieval, even if does sound. 

a little staid and sober at times. 

Audio/ab W (01480) 52521 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154 
Factsback 1740 
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RECOMMENDED 

Amplifiers 

DENSEN 

BEAT B-100 £600 

A
solid and hefty integrated 
amp, in a sharply-tailored 

alloy case adorned with just two 
large gold knobs, the £600 Beat 
8-100 follows the British trend 
towards amplifier 

NAD · 

314 £260 

S
till echoing styling cues first 
established 20-odd years 

ago, the £260 3141ooks aus
tere and purposeful, yet retains a 
fair quota of features. it's rated 
at only two times 35 Watts, yet 
we managed to get over 50 
Watts in the lab, and very short 

30 BEST BUYS 1996 

minimal ism, but is, 
in fact, of Danish 
origin. Lab perfor
mance was respect
able enough, rating 
60 Watts into eight 
Ohms, while the sound quality 
seemed to get better and better 
as the sessions progressed, sue-

bursts of up to 180 Watts are 
available under transient condi
tions. "Not exactly neutral, but 
neither is it neutered," was a typi
cal comment on an amp that 
might be a little too colourful for 
some. Ultimately and more 
importantly, though, it made 
listening to music a lot of fun. 
NAD m (0181) 343 3240 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

CREEK 

P42;A42 £335 (EACH) 

V
ersatility is a key feature of 
this conventionally-attired, 

full-width Creek combo. Our 
subjective review was based on 
a minimalist P42 preamp (vinyl 
included), plus twoA42stereo 
power amps (50 Watts per 
channel) in bridged-mono mode. 
Configured thus they give two 
times 150 Watts; four times 50 

ceeding through tight control 
and subtlety rather than creat
ing a strong initial impression. 

CYRUS 

PRE; POWER £1, 150 

'IAfith gorgeous 'half width' 
n cast-alloy casework, plus 

a full system remote control 
straight out of Star Wars, this 
Cyrus combo certainly heads the 
style council. The £650 Pre and 
£500 Power give two times 50 
Watts' power, but extra £300 
PSX-R power supplies can be 

NAI M 

NAIT 3 £550 

U 
ltra-slimline casework and 
green illumination distin

guish Nairn's only integrated 
amp. The £550 Nait 3 is rated 
at a modest 30 Watts per chan
nel, and delivered a rather quirky 
lab performance. Performance 
may be upgraded by adding the 
Flat Cap power supply. Vinyl-

Watts bi-amped is another 
option. This amp proved very 
sensitive to connecting cables. 
lt really started working well 
with DNM reson, giving a coher
ent performance that was full of 
life and delicate detail, yet 
proved quite capable of reaching 
thoroughly unhealthy sound 
pressure levels without sacrific
ing control. 
Creek m (0181) 361 4133 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 

Densen m (01582) 561227 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154 
Factsback 1742 

added to improve quality. Micro
processor control adds a slickness 
rare in audiophile products, but 
the three-mm speaker sockets 
were a bit of a pain with fat cables. 
The sound could be more mus
cular, but is punchy enough to 
perk up laid-back speakers, yet 
has the grip and refinement not 
to sound too effusive. 
Gyrus m (01480) 451777 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 

ready and remote control 
(£725) versions are available. 

The sound per se may lack 
strict neutrality, but the Nait's 
very superior control of musica I 
tempi comfortably convinced 
the panel that it is inherently 
superior to most of the 
competition. 
Nairn m (01722) 332266 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154 
Factsback 1748 
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HARMAN/KAROON _ 
TU950 £200 

P
riced a little above the true 

budget sector, Harman/ 

Kardon's TU950 rings up a fair

ly modest £200 on the cash 

register, and provides plenty of 

features to sweeten the pi 11. 

RDS provides useful station 

identification, while a total of 

30 presets can store FM, MW 

and LW stations. 

The styling is resolutely main

stream, but a dimmable display 

.· MICROMEGA�·- -· _ _  -
TUNER/DAC £700/£750 

T
hough it is prosaic in both 
name and appearance, this 

tuner's internal architecture is 
most unusual. lt's more truly 
digital than the ubiquitous 'digi
tal synthesis' models, thanks to 
an internal analogue-to-digital 
converter (ADC), which takes 
the demodulated (analogue) 
audio signal and digitises it. This 
process removes the pilot and 
subcarrier tones at 19kHz and 
38kHz: the digital encoding 
process effectively acts as an 
elaborate but very efficient filter. 

The Tuner has its own built-in 
0-to-A, to convert the post-filtered 
audio signal back into the analo
gue signals that amplifiers and 
speakers recognise. However, a 
digital output is also available 

HI-FI CHOICE 

Tuners 

is a very worthwhile bonus. 

Manual and automatic (scan) 

tuning are both available, 

though the latter proved reluc

tant to stop at important stations 

with strong signals. Perhaps 

this was because the H/K's scan 

rate was faster than most of 

its rivals'. 

Once properly locked in, the 

TU950 quickly made up for its 

auto-scan petulance. lt lacked 

the rich tonal balance of more 

expensive and refined models, 

but didn't exhibit the wasted, 

allowing an external DAC to be 
used as an option. Micromega's 
matchingDACcosts£750. 

Lab tested performance was 
rather unimpressive considering 
the £700/£750 prict«<, but 

bleached textures often found in 

budget tuners. Voices, for 

instance, were articulate, free 

from sibilant emphasis and of 

reasonable depth. 

A live Radio Three orchestral 

broadcast portrayed musical 

contrasts with appropriate 

detail and muscle. And if the 

strings on a Classic FM broad

cast sounded steely and for

ward, checking against refer

ences showed it was the broad

caster's fault. Nonetheless, the 

TU950 avoided sounding art-

The Tuner really came into its own in 
the listening room, where it delivered 
a delightful sound, refreshingly free 
of reminders that the source was FM 

radio, and with a particularly 
appealing open midband. The addi-

less, even on poor broadcasts, 

while clearly reflecting the quality 

of better broadcast materia I. 

Rock was carried along on a 

weighty bass with lively but 

controlled treble, convincingly 

conveying the power of rhythm 

sections. 

Technical tests revealed high 

sensitivity coupled with good 

immunity from adjacent chan

nels, FM image stations and AM 

spuriae. Harmonic distortion 

levels were below average. 

Like most inexpensive tuners, 

the TU950 became less com

fortable as the playback volume 

increased, but it sti 11 managed 

better than most. 

Therefore, despite the limita

tions inherent in a sub-£200 

tuner, the overall competence 

and easy-going sound quality of 

the H/K TU950 clearly merit a 

Best Buy rating. 

Harman/Kardon m (01908) 317707 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

Factsback 1254 

tion of DAC made a slight fur
ther improvement, worth
whileforthe serious enthusiast. 
Micromega • (0181) 5021416 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 

Factsback 1810 
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Turntables 

. NOTT���!fAM·:ANALOGUE 
SPACEOECK £1,425 

T
he bluff appearance gives 
some hint to the battleship 

engineering underlying the 
£750 Nottingham Analogue 
Spacedeck- tested with the 
£450 Space tonearm and the 
£225 Tracer 11 cartridge as a 
£1,425 package, which 
increased in price shortly after 
our original review. 

This deck does away with 
any form of suspension, and 
features a high mass platter 
driven by a low power motor. An 
integral outrigger supports the 
unipivot tonearm- built like a 
tank, but more shapely- while 
everything sits on a marble 
effect plinth. The Tracer 11 is a 
tweaked Len Gregory moving 
magnet cartridge, and that's it. 
There are no fancy powe 
supplies or other tweaks, and if 
you want a dust cover, find a 
sheet of foam. 

Spacedeck by name and 
also by nature, as the repro
duced music is given stunning 
amounts of air, in a soundstage 
that goes way beyond mere 
holography. The bass sounds 
controlled and 'right', yet 
plumbs depths few suspended 
decks can reach, and above all 

there's the downright honesty 
and freedom from artifice- it's 
enough to tempt you to blow
torch your CD collection. 

The seven nominated test 
discs came and went, followed 

by one of those extensive trawls 
through the entire vinyl collec
tion, in which all manner of 
cherished discs are exhumed 
and replayed. 

How does it sound? ltjust 

ROKSAN .,;.-_,, ;. ·.-:k·<� 
RADIUS 3 £1,170 

R
ecently upgraded to mk3 
status, the £470 Radius 3 

combines with the £420 
Tabriz-Zi tonearm, £130 Corus 
Black moving magnet cartridge 
and RokOSU power supply to 
create a stylish £1,170 record 
player. lt achieves a most suc
cessful balance between conve
nience and sound quality. Tidy, 
fast, ordered bass, with excel
lent definition and pace, under
pins a forward, detailed but 

sounds like music. If you're 
dead serious about vinyl, the 
Best Buy Spacedeck is one of 
the first real ports of call. 
Nottingham Analogue w (01773) 762947 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 

slightly cramped midband. 
This deck pushed the sound

stage forward, making music 
immediate and exciting. 
Combine the Radius 3 with a 
forward sounding amp and 
speakers, however, and you may 
end up with too much zing. On 
the other hand the balance 
comes quite close to a typical CD 
player's presentation, so the 
fresh, crisp delivery might prove 
ideal for those struggling to get 
the best out of both formats. 
Roksan W (01480) 451777 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 

......................................................... � 
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Turntables 

�RE�O��� , :f�, � 
RSI £675 

O
nly the unenlightened would 

fail to spot the similarities 

between the Reson RSl (£675 

inc arm and cartridge) and a cer

tain turntable from Systemdek. 

Reson is a Swiss distributor/ 

manufacturer/tweaker, and the 

turntable partof theRSl started 

out as a Systemdek 1 , prior to 

undergoing Karlev Audio modifi

cations. These include fitting a 

DNM Rota motor, driven by an 

external plug-top power supply, 

an expensive smoothing capaci

tor, and a special, white, 'budget 

Ringmat' platter mat. The loose

fitting double-decoupled ton

earm here is codenamed M ita, 

and is based on the Rega 

RB2 50 design, while the Aciore 

cartridge is derived from a 

Gold ring moving-coil design. 

Everything comes already set up 

(with great precision). 

The RSl might defy most 

established turntable thinking 

-but it triumphs almost every 

time! No other deck in our five

strong group could match its 

detailed midband, which was 

first class. Away from the mid

band the sound was less impres

sive: bass was tight but dropped 

away early, and high frequen-

HI-FJ CHOICE 

cies sounded ragged at times. 

As a result the RSl sounded 

stunning on some discs and with 

some instruments, but less so on 

others. it's capable of delivering 

one of the most authentic violin 

sounds around, but the intro

duction of a synthesiser can 

make it as sharp as lemon juice. 

Using a DNM table in place of 

our usual M ana made the sound 

less bassy, but faster and better 

focussed in the upper bass- a 

classic example of system syner

gy, in the way the DNM and 

Reson components worked 

towards the same goal. 

This only goes to show that 

the RSl is no ordinary record 

player. Its presentation is too 

� SYSTEMDEK r:·:.;-}"?.""�'!.91. 
2X2 £500 

S 
ystemdek's £500 2X2 is 

based on the longstanding 

/IX, but with acrylic inner and 

outer platters added to an easi

ly-adjusted suspension system 

and a new plinth. No specific 

arms and cartridges are 

offered, and a Roksan Tabriz 

arm took the stage for our tests, 

but the deck has been des�ned 

to be used with anything from a 

Moth to an SME. The expres

sive and refreshingly open 

individualistic and idiosyncratic 

to suit every buyer, but for those 

who are on the same sonic 

wavelength, it's something to 

get truly passionate about. 

Given the affordable price 

tag, a Best Buy rating seemed 

mandatory. 

Virtual Reality w (01277) 227355 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 

sound was characterised by 

unfettered dynamics. Slightly 

favouring classical and 

acoustic material, it always 

sounded comfortably neutral, 

and delivered fine stereo 

soundstaging with great stabil

ity as music became more 

complex. it's capable of superb 

soundstaging, and makes the 

most of recordings with real 

depth. When neutrality and 

resolution combine in this way, 

Recommendation is a must! 

Systemdek W (01294) 271251 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 
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Over the years he'll take your car, your 

hard earned cash and years off your ufe. Do 

you really think it will be any different with 

your Arcam? 

We can confidently predict that you will 

enjoy the top quality sound of your Arcam 

Hi-Fi separates for many years to come. 

lt's a simple enough prediction, when you 

consider just how hard we work to produce 

Hi-Fi of the highest quality. 

Like any good parent, we ensure that our 

little treasures go out into the world with every 

advantage. 

So, before we bid a tearful farewell, the 

Hi-Fi produced at our Cambridge factory must 

pass the most rigorous set of tests, checks and 

double checks. This means that each Arcam 

separate is blessed with a long, active and 

productive life. 

Then again, sonic excellence and 

reliability are bound to feature on all Arcam 

products, since we design them in from the 

outset. 

A very pleasing aspect of all this dedication 

is that year after year our products make us 

rather proud with lots of top Hi-Fi industry 

awards. 

So, do keep a close eye on Junior. He also 

knows quality when he hears it. (Well, you 

can't really blame the little angel for inheriting 

your good taste!) 

On the other hand, you could invest in a 

lesser Hi-Fi system than Arcam ... 

But why deprive yourself, never mind 

future generations? 

ARC AM 

Return the coupon below to: Arcam, Pernbroke Ave. 

Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England. 

Or telephone: (01223) 203203 (24 hours) 

e-mail: custserv@,arcam.w.uk 

Please send me irifonnation on: (Please tick) 

Arcam amplifiers 0 Arcam CD players 0 

Arcam tuners 0 Arcam home cinema 0 

Arcam DACs 0 all Arcam products 0 

and the name of my nearest a/4/horised dealer. 

First Name(s) . 

Surnan1e. 

Address .................. ................ .. 

Postcode. 

SON HFC B.B/96 



Tape decks 
0�)\1_9�.�--;: > .:-i � - ,, . .; -_ . -
DRM-550 £160 

S
uccessor to the Award-win

ning DRM-540, the DRM-
550 shares a £160 price and 

generous feature count, includ

ing Dolbys B, C and HX Pro, plus 

head phone volume control and 

a timer stand by switch. 

Styling has been cleaned up 

and cams have replaced sole

noids in the tape transport (this 

can still be a bit clunky, howev

er). There's even an infra-red 

remote control receiver! 

Measured performance and 

sound quality were both below 

average, but then so was its 

��VC�_,�·::f,,,'_;'? .��'\l::;-:2'\:-
TD-R472 £200 

M
ost high-quality cassette 

decks are uni-directional, 

butJVC's£200 TD-R472 is a 

serious attempt to combine high 

quality performance with an 

auto-reverse capability. 

SONY- -
_ .- ·- -' 

TC-KE600S £300 

T
he high-class TC-K£600S 
includes a number of 

advanced technological fea

tures, and has undergone Sony 

U K's component optimisation 

price in the group context- the 

550 rather suffered by compari

son with more expensive mod

els. lt didn't give of its best with 

Type IV (metal) tapes, but 

seemed well matched to Type 11 
(chrome) software, with good 

mid band analysis. lt worked 

best of all with pre-recorded 

All the usual features are pre

sent, but this deck is distin

guished by an higher than aver

age record-bias frequency. Lab 

testing showed no serious weak

nesses, though performance 

varied somewhat according to 

programme, all in the name of 

maximum sound quality. Despite 

some speed instability and auto 

set-up alignment problems, this 

three-head Dol by S deck still 

managed to sound rather good. 

Sony m (0181) 784 1144 

into some performance limita

tions in any£ 160 cassette deck, 

but the De non has an essential 

spark of musical integrity which 

transcends its problems and jus

tifies the Best Buy rating. 

Oenon m (01753) 
888447 Reviewed 

tape type, and 

seemed happi

est with good 

quality ferries. 

Sound quality 

was rated 'pleasant but bland', 

with no serious criticisms, but 

some preference for Dol by B 

over Dol by C. Assuming our 

errant first sample was atypical, 

this deck offers performance 

commensurate with its price, 

even without considering the 

auto-reverse capability. The 

undoubted value of the latter 

elevates it to Best Buy status. 

JVC m (0181) 450 3282 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 158 

/YAMAHA .. _ ;.- · ·:;_:: -�· � 
KX-490 £200 

T
he KX-490 puts quality 

before quantity with its 

basic two-head mechanism, 

though remote control is a 

};TECHNICS� ... '-···-.-�-· -.. �;:�� 
RS-AZ7 £300 

A
s a relatively up-market 

deck at £300, Technics's 

RS-AZ7 justifies its price tag 

with several high-tech features, 

including a Virtual Battery power 

supply. The most interesting is a 

completely new replay-head 

approach, using an amorphous

Z thin-film head and magneto

resistive technology. 

Good lab-test results, except 

at extreme high frequencies, 

were accompanied by exception

al listening test findings. "Doesn't 

sound like a cassette deck" was 

one apposite quote. The hands

on work confirmed superior bass 

and mid band performance, and 

general lack of cassette waffle 

and bloom delivered by this new 

'thin-film' approach. This con

firms the Technics as an 

unreserved Best Buy. 

Technics m (0990) 357357 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 158 

worthwhile bonus. Even though 

our sample was somewhat com

promised by slight flutter, sound 

quality is fundamentally good, 

offering a clean, open style of 

music-making. 

Yamaha m (01923) 233166 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 158 
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With Cinema DSP, you'll be amazed at 
what comes out of the woodwork. 

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And footsteps crunch across your 
living room floor. 

No, it's not your imagination. You're hearing sounds placed around the room, just as the 
director intended. 

All courtesy ofYamaha Cinema DSP. The home theatre technology that gives dialogue 
more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail. 

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience 
you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll swe(),r you hear 
sounds in places that you don't even have speakers. 

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by 
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dol by Pro Logic.® 

TM 

CINEMA OSP 

0 Phantom Speakers 

Only Yamaha 
CinemaDSP 
creates phantom 
speakers. It sounds 
so real, you'll swear 
you hear sounds in 
places you don't 
even have speakers. 

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues 
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and 
sound effects with the action on the screen. 

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other 
comparatively priced products on the market. 

Stop by your localYamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can't talk you into a system, but that 
doesn't mean we can't scare you into one. 

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166. 

Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road. Watford, Herts. WDI 7)5. Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 

To: Yamaha Electronics (UJ<) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WD1 7)S. Tel: (01923) 233166 

Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and A/V Range. 

Name . ............................................ . .................... .. ........ ..................... .... ....... Address. .  ... .. .. . . . ... . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. . .. 

. . ..... Tel. 

Please state where you saw this advertisement .... 



Supports 
MANA .. · - -

SOUND TABLE/FIVE LEVEL 
AMPLIFIER STAND £600 

M 
ana Acoustics Sound 
Tables in various forms 

have long been tavou rites with 

Choice people. They may not 

have been the ti rst to demon

strate that equipment supports 

matter, but they were the first to 

show how important they can be. 

This £600 five-tier Amplifier 
Stand is a representative exam

ple of an almost infinitely flexible 

system, combining glass and 

laminate shelves with hardened 

steel spikes and open metal 

framework to give all manner of 

upgrade paths. The prices are · 
high, set-up is fiddly and time 

consuming, and the kit is only 

available directtrom the manu

facturer, but M ana customers 

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE- -
BASE £460 

T
op prize tor ease of set-up! 

The Base is a tripod-based 

modular affair, using Base 01 
isolation platforms on top of 

each shelf. Ourtour-level stack 

came to a total of £460. But the 

sound quality is well up near the 

front of the pack, managing to 

sound both lively yet easy going 

at the same time. Rhythm and 

timing were spot on and the bal

ance essentially neutral too. 

Audiophile Furniture m (01342) 826262 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
F actsback 1633 

keep going back tor more. The 

secret is the way these supports 

seem to improve the sound of 

every component placed on 

them, and making tor an alto

gether more vivid and entertain

-ing experience. 

Mana m (0181) 429 0118 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
F actsback 1633 

SOUNDSTYLE - -· 

SELECT X6105 £300 

A 
striking-looking piece of fur

niture, this new £300 five

shelf Select model from 

Soundstyle uses tour large tubu

lar legs, one at each corner, with 

rectangular cross-members sup

porting the glass shelves. A lus

trous paint finish is available in a 

selection of colours. Set-up is 

simple and the end result reas

suringly stable. The sound is 

slightly bright and lacking in tine 

resolution but has good timing 

and overall balance. 

Soundstyle m (01284) 701101 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
F actsback 1633 

� OUADRASPIRE - -� 

04 £200 

A 
simple and elegant modular 

support system, the tour

shelf Q4 costs £200, and further 

shelves are available at £50 

each. Cherry-wood-veneered 

MDF shelves confer high domes

tic acceptability, and are sup-

M ana experience, it's easy to 

set-up and less likely to expose 

the limitations of your system, 

and therefore an obvious Best 

Buy at£200. 

Quadraspire m (01634) 296615 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
F actsback 1633 

ported and spaced by tour alu-

lr--�1;;:;::��-.-� minium rods, normally 140mm 

long, but also available in 

100mm and 180mm lengths. 

Setup is easy enough,and 

in use this stand delivered a 

sound which was essentially 

neutral, avoiding undue empha

sis of any part of the spectrum. 

Bass was full-blooded and artic

ulate, the mid-range clear and 

balanced, and the treble clean 

and well ordered. If it lacks the 

ultimate incisiveness of the 

SOUND ORGANISATION ·, 

Z028 £135 

A 
back-to-basics model from 

the brand which introduced 

the whole idea of equipment 

table 'sound', this five-tier pack

age costs a very inexpensive 

£135. Assembly is straightfor

ward, and sound quality is on 

the lively side of neutral, with 

some loss of bandwidth 

extremes. But it's good value 

nonetheless, and well suited to 

modest equipment. 

Sound Organisation m (01284) 701101 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
Factsback 1633 

'!TAR� �'!'�, .. lli. ,}�{��f'� 
85 £185 

A
vailable in several varia

tions, the standard 85 
comes in regulation black with 

wooden shelves at £185, 

though our sample had the 

deluxe finish and glass shelves 

at £224. Sound quality is 

impressive too, with good grip, 

plenty of weight; it's clean at the 

top end and realistically dynamic. 

Target m (01582) 401244 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 151 
Factsback 1633 
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CASTLE 

HARLECH £850 

C
astle's Harlech might be 
relatively pricey at £850, 

but it's still exceptional value, 
with a fine wood-veneer finish, 
a large and complex floorstand
ing cabinet, and two classy cast
frame drivers. 

Although it operates as a 
two-way design, an extra main 
driver is mounted on the top 
pointing upwards, which does 
much to increase the spacious
ness of the sound. The drivers 
operate under 'quarter wave' 
loading, which has some simi
larities to horn loading. The (two) 
waves are terminated in a narrow 
but precise slot between plinth 
and enclosure, partly augment
ing the bass but also providing 
superior diaphragm control. 

The in-room balance is mostly 
very positive. The bottom end is 
a bit detached and lumpy, and 
the speaker needs to be sited 
clear of walls, but the mid band 
is impressively flat, smooth and 

40 BEST BUYS 1996 

well judged, and the treble is 
well integrated, too. 

The Harlech came out as the 
overall favourite in the listening 
sessions, near or at the top of 
most individual lists. The sound 
is big and generous in the way it 
fills the ro.om, yet also delicate 
and light on its feet, with fine 
dynamic range and tension, 
bringing through a convincing 
acoustic with appropriate 
recordings. 

Superior bottom-end control 
makes the bass tu nefu I with 
good timing, even if it is a bit 
uneven and lacking in sheer 
power and authority. The balance 
might be a bit forward and up
front for some tastes, and the 
treble a bit exposed for some CD 
players, but the whole is much 
greater than the parts here. 

Above all, the Harlech is an 
exceptionally entertaining and 
enjoyable musical experience at 
a very realistic price, and an 
obvious Best Buy. 
Castle 1!: (0 1756) 795333 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

B&W 

DM302 £130 

I
n the company's first 'budget 
miniature' for some years, B&W 

has come up with a very clever 
way of using plastics moulding 
technology to engineer a perfor
mance advantage for this£ 130 
DM302. 'Prism' is the name 
given to a rear-panel moulding, 
which looks like the interior of an 
an echoic chamber (from inside 
the box, that is), with large 
intruding wedges. The idea is to 
break up, distribute and dis
perse the 'first reflection' sound
waves from the back of the main 
driver cone. 

Although not everyone's 
favourite by any means, the 302 · 

attracted little serious criticism, 
and therefore emerged as one of 
the most notable successes of 
the blind listening tests. Voices 
do sound just a little shut in, but 
a close-to-ideal overall balance 
is a major bonus for starters. 

There are, however, limitations 
to what such low-cost engineer
ing can achieve. For instance, 
the tweeter could sound sweeter, 
dynamics could be more expres
sive, and although the bass is 
quite even, it has a tendency to 
plod along. 

Once again, the balance was 
the key factor in a good result 
with the budget system, though 
the top end did seem a trifle 
insistent here. And although the 
speaker could be driven pretty 
hard without obvious distress, 
it did show some congestion 
and hardening. 

Probably the best-balanced 
miniature currently around, if 
not the most involving, the 302 

is an undoubted success and 
bound to become a leading 
contender for the best-seller 
slot. Do note, however, that the 
amp load is very demanding. 
B&W 1!: (01903) 750150 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 

Factsback 1778 



Speakers 
MOIWJ}J!_NT -�HOR_T -: . 

MS301 £275 

A 
largish vinyl-finished stand
mount, the £27 5 MS30i is 

unusual in using sealed-box 
loading. This 
gives a dry but 
well-extended 
bass and indi
cates that the 
speakers should 
be placed fairly 
close to walls. 

The slightly for
ward balance pro
jects detail well, and 
the 30i was well liked 

J�!�_S_ION;,-':. :, -· · .. · 

734 £500 

A 
good-size floorstander that 
has two main drivers, one 

parted, the other sealed-box
loaded, the 734 is plenty of 
speaker for£500. 

Plenty of loudness is on the 
agenda, too, though dynamics 
are not its forte and the top end 
isn't the sweetest around. 
However, the balance is superbly 
well judged, and fine styling 
makes a big box look more ele
gant than most rivals. 
Mission m (01480) 451777 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152 

Factsback 1660 

HI-FI CHOICE 

by the listening panel, delivering 
fine scale and weight from a 
compact enclosure. 
Mordaunt-Short m (01705) 407722 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152 

Factsback 1662 

BALl . � · - ·-.· 

1048 £370 

P
resentation is strictly uti I ita r
ian, but this compact floor

stander is impressive material 
value for money, with twin main 
drivers to give plenty of urge. lt 
needs to be sited well clear of walls. 

Sonically, the 1048 is a real 
party animal. Truly impressive 
dynamics putting this high sensi
tivity model ahead of the pack 
here, though mid band coloration 
lets it down a I ittle, and the top 
end is also a little restrained. 
Dali m (0181) 343 3240 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152 

Factsback 1657 

B&W · . .'' · ·: : ·. � ·o,_ 
DM602 £300 

A 
largish stand-mount speaker 
with a very classy main 

driver, the £300 DM602 is best 
suited to free-space siting. The 
balance leaves voices sounding 
a little 'shut in', and the bass 
might have been smoother, too. 
However, dynamics are repro
duced with a conviction and 
enthusiasm rare among budget 
speakers, perhaps attributable 

·>MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY '-� 

HARRIER £400 

T
he Musical 
Technology uses 

metal diaphragm 
drivers, in cunningly 
triangulated compact 
floorstandi ng enclosures 
-to very good effect. 

Best kept clear of walls 
to give the most open 
soundstage and superior 
image precision, the 
£400 Harrier sounds just 
a little on the thin side of 
neutral, and dynamically 
a little undernourished. 
However, it's very smooth 
and natural in overall 
balance. 
Mission m (01480) 451777 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152 

Factsback 1663 

to the cast-frame, Kevlar-cone 
driver, bringing extra tension to 
the musical experience. 
B&W m (01903) 750750 

Reviewed Hi-fi Choice, issue 152 

Factsback 1654 

·O�I�I��LIVE.,.'� '":1!: � .: 
OL2A £470 

I
n contrast to its predecessor 
of the same name, this good

looking£470 compact floor
stander is an altogether more 
exciting and invigorating per
former, thanks to different drive 
units. Even though bass is limit
ed and the top end a I ittle too 
retiring and cautious, the fine 
mid band and good communica
tion skills more than justify this 
Recommendation. 
Origin Live m (01703) 442183 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152 

Factsback 1664 
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They don't come any cheaper 

than the JPW Mini Monitor at 

£60, but since you still get two 

drive units and a crossover net

work all screwed into a little box, 

why pay more? 

The box is traditional chipboard, 

covered in woodprint vinyl. Design 

is not a word that springs to mind, 

but for functional cost-effective

ness, it's hard to beat. By opting 

for sealed-box loading, JPW is 

-��s_T!�.IIJi��;�i"6',c-: 
SEVERN £540 

A compact floorstander, with 

separate plinth and quality 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

real-wood veneer 

at £540, has got to 

be good basic value. 

A conventional 

front-parted two

way, which is best 

kept clear of walls, 

the Severn has an 

open and bright 

balance (perhaps 

too much so some

times) and limited 

bass weight, but 

the mid band is very 

clear, coherent and 

communicative. 

Castle� (01756) 795333 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, 
issue 152 
Facts back 1655 

sacrificing mid bass output in the 

interests of a tighter balance. Such 

a speaker is less likely to sound 

boomy, but close-to-wall siting is 

essential to reinforce the mid bass 

region. That, in turn, introduces 

some midband coloration. 

TheM M came out well in the 

blind listening tests. The tight, dry 

bass may lack some dynamic 

expression, but it times well and 

keeps rhythms under good con

trol. Elsewhere the balance is a 

bit bright and scrappy, lending a 

rather thin overall character. 

With our budget 

front end, the MM 
performed capably 

enough, though 

the sound was a bit 

small, lacking in air. 

The MM isn't the 

prettiest around, but it's 

no slouch either, and an 

artfu I balance cleverly 

disguises its limitations. 

Richer Sounds� (0171) 586 5977 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 

Factsback 1781 

· MONIT9R AUDIO �; ''F: �� 
MA700PMC £600 

Exquisite real-wood veneer is 

one justification for the £600 

price-tag attached to this beauti

ful stand-mount. Another is MA's 

new metal-cone main driver, 

which has an excellent midband. 

The bass is rather less impressive, 

however, and while the top end 

is sweet, it's also a bit restrained. 

Monitor Audio� (01223) 242898 

ppw·; -; _. _., .,._- ·"��.JI. 
GOLD MONITOR £80 

TheJPW Gold Monitor(£80 
from Richer Sounds) shares 

the same box as the Mini Monitor; 
more costly drive units account 

for the£20 price premium. it's 

not quite as big or as interesting 

looking as the big sellers around 

£130 either, but the money 

saved will go a long way towards 

buying a pair of stands. 

The ingredients are inevitably 

very common denominators. The 

sea led-box construction consists 

of wood print vinyl-wrapped 

12mm chipboard. The sealed

box loading provides a more 

extended but drier bass align

ment, making close-to-wall sit

ing mandatory. 

Well liked by half the listening 

panel, it was praised for its open 

and coherent delivery. The other 

half raised doubts over a lack of 

'body' and richness, and the thin 

and slightly 'fizzy' top end. The 

treble quality is pretty good, but 

·.MISSION '.:· . -. ,., :. ··· -�-':.:'�� 
731 £130 

Improved since early produc

tion, the 731 installs the main 

driver onto the back panel, pro

viding some mechanical isolation 

for the tweeter and front panel. 

A good-looking and compact 

speaker with 'inverted' drivers, 

the restrained treble is well suited 

to budget systems, while the bass 

encourages loud playing. 

Mission� (01480) 451777 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 

the quantity proved a bit strong 

for some tastes, and became a 

little wearing over the long haul. 

Dynamics are not really on the 

agenda, so the end result some

how lacks scale, despite audibly 

good bass extension. The fatigue 

factor became that much more 

obvious with a 'budget' CD play

er and amp; the 'in yer face' 

quality tended to highlight the 

limitations of the sources. 

Good value for money: the 

only caveat is that it might be too 

revealing to make an ideal match 

with low-cost components. 

Richer Sounds� (0171) 586 5977 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 
Factsback 1782 

This market leader has been 

relegated from the Best Buy 

ranks due to some reservations 

over the build and bass quality. 

However, it sti 11 deserves a Recom

mendation, as there's plenty of 

quantity for the price. The front 

panel is functional as well as 

attractive, while the fine open 

voicing remains a vital strength. 

KEF� (01622) 672261 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 
Factsback 1783 

· 



perfect balance 
The New Meridian 508.20 

Taking CD replay to the 

edge with a new 20 bit 

converter and precision 

re-clocking used throughout. 

With the lowest jitter and 

pure Class A analogue 

balanced output the 508 

reaches a performance level 

previously unheard. 

A DAC with the 

performance where it 

counts. Meridian's twin 

Phase-Lock Loop yields 

the lowest jitter whilst 

our 20 bit DAC offers a 

new benchmark in clarity 

and deep fulfilling bass. 

The New Meridian 557 

The New Meridian 502 

A Dual mono preamplifier 

design. Separating the 

channels onto individual 

boards gives Meridian a 

level of preamplifier 

performance to match our 

new 20 bit CD sources. 

With the highest quality 

components and 

Meridian's years of 

experience in preamplifier 

design we are now able to 

offer you a preamplifier 

that sonically disappears. 

Balanced has never been so right. With balanced inputs 

and a dual mono design this 200W amplifier is the 

perfect finish to our balanced range. A unique ground 

balancing system gives you the highest performance in 

bridged mode without compromising the superb stereo 

at which Meridian amplifiers excel. Bridged output into 

4 Ohms gives a massive 1000W. 

Meridian System Remote Control 

with audiophile quality balanced 

design from laser to loudspeaker. 

What more could you ask? 

BOOTHROVD STUART 

ftERIDI;4N 
Meridian Audio limited 

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, 

Cambridgeshire PE18 6ED 

Tel (0)1480 434334 Fax (0)1480 432948 
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MORDAUNT -SHORTj;�;·.,·:� 
MSIOi £140 

T
he new £140 MS1 Oi is neat

ly detailed and finished, in an 

essentially conservative and 

restrained way, and the whole 

thing feels exceptionally solid. 

The box wrap is only about 11 mm 

thick, but the front baffle arrange

ments are a masterpiece of 

mechanical integrity. A moulded 

plastic front with integral main 

driver frame is held by four mas

sive woodscrews to a substantial 

(15mm) inset vertical brace. The 

bass/mid driver has a 90mm 

plastic cone, a protuberant 

phase compensating pole-piece 

extension, an open frame, and 

decent -size magnet. 

The sound has a most attrac

tive overall balance, which man

ages to sound up-front and open 

without suffering from undue 

harshness. There's no really deep 

bass here, but that seems much 

less important than the lively and 

tu nefu I q ua I ities of what bass 

I'J'Ihe Coda 8 is a slightly bigger 

.I brother to the Cod a 7. lt has 

much in common with its range 

mate, including a moulded front 

panel, this time with a larger main 

driver. KEF has opted to use this 

to increase bass extension rather 

than sensitivity, the end result 

having open voicing but greater 

weight and scale. Again, though, 

the fairly lightweight build does 

compromise bass discrimination. 

KEF a (01622) 672261 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 
Facts back 1784 

HI-FI CHOICE 

there is. lt can sound a bit boxy 

when driven hard, but at least it 

keeps up to speed. More surpris

ing, perhaps, is that such a small 

speaker can deliver such a good 

sense of scale. The top end is 

quite sweet and very well judged 

in relative level, and if it does get 

a bit edgy when hammered hard, 

things still hold together well.lt 

worked well with our 'budget' 

system components, too- just a 

I ittle up-front for some tastes. 

This may well be MS' best 

miniature since the top-selling 

3.10 in the late Eighties. 

Mordaunt-Short a (01705) 407722 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 
Facts back 1789 

B&W' ,f"· .. ·_ ·-·::-<*·��':;�'�' 
DM601 £200 

A 
decent-size stand-mount 

speaker, complete with cast

frame driver and high-tech Kevlar 

cone has historically cost signifi

cantly more than the £200 B&W 

is asking for this DM601. The 

result is not quite as even-hand

ed as the baby DM302, but has 

a lot more going for it in terms of 

punch and dynamic drive. 

Generous loudness is available, 

while the stereo image filled the 

end of the 

room in a 

thoroughly 

impressive 

way. 

B&W a (01903) 
750750 
Reviewed Hi-Fi 

Choice, issue 156 
Factsback 1779 

j !'M� " .. · .. ' · · , : · c� 
TBI £410 

A
stand-mount speaker using a 

variation on the 'transmission 

line theme' enclosure, the TB1 's 

presentation is attractive enough 

in a rather sober way, with real

wood veneer around the wrap, and 

a textured grey front and back. A 

large transmission-line-type port 

is set into the back, with (optional) 

bi-wire connection. The main dri

ver has a cast frame and doped 

paper cone 125mm in diameter. 

Room measurements tend to 

favour free-space siting, but 

under these conditions the mid

band (250Hz-1kHz) is rather 

prominent. Close-to-wall posi

tioning helps match up the bass 

and mid range a little better, but 

correspondingly leaves the treble 

looking obviously depleted. 

Rather ambivalent panel lis

tening test results were disap

pointing, but quite explicable in 

the context of a very 'laid back' 

balance. Adjusting to the TB1 's 

- \VfiSSION ' . :· · ·_J 

751 £350 

I'J'Ihe 751 is tiny but very tough, 

.I and exquisitely presented 

with heavyedge chamfering and 

rosewood side panels. Bass 

quality is particularly good, giving 

a surprising sense of scale, even 

if quantity and extension are 

limited. The mid band suited our 

budget system well, but the 

extreme treble is a bit exposed. 

Mission a (01480) 451777 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 

character and getting it correctly 

placed proved well worth the 

effort. The end result remains 

determinedly laid back and 

understated, and may not have 

quite enough impact for some 

tastes, but it has a rare ability to 

create a well ordered and pre

cisely layered soundstage, with , 

fine top-to-bottom coherence 

and a wide, clean and consistent 

dynamic range. 

The TB1 is an obvious Best 

Buy. Play it loud and Enjoy. 

PMC a (01707) 393002 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

-MISSION-�'<:' ' . .  ,. . .. · ,.-. 

733 £330 

R
ated a Best Buy in our origi

nal review (issue 139), the 

samples of this floorstander re

ceived for issue 156 differed in 

one small but crucial respect: the 

relative treble output was down 

around 1.5dB, which dulled the 

balance sufficiently to put the 

listening 

panel off. 

The 733 is 

still good for 

the price, 

but check it 

doesn't sound 

too dull in your 

system context. 

Mission a (01480) 
451777 
Reviewed Hi-Fi 

Choice, 1ssue 156 
Facts back 1786 
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REVOLVER 

BERETTA £100 

A standard two-driver, rear

parted miniature, the £100 

Beretta sticks closely to the 

stereotype that's dominated the 

U K scene for the past decade. 

Finish is plastic rosewood or 

mahogany, with the emphasis 

on the plastic. The box is solidly 

built from chipboard, with a little 

post-formed elegance around the 

front panel. The drivers are sim

ply wood-screwed flat against 

the front, with no rebating to 

smooth the profile, and the grille 

doesn't look helpful either. 

The main driver has a modest 

magnet and pressed frame with 

95mm doped-paper cone, while 

the tweeter is a small annulus/ 

dome affair. Everything is hard

wired internally, via a simple 

crossover, which is fitted inside 

the terminal block. 

The Beretta came through 

the blind tests with very decent 

overall results for the price. How-

�JI&�_:' � -� A�r::� �:���"� '�� .... �' 
CDMI £600 

Truly original speaker designs 

are rare, and this B&W 

approach, mounting an external 

tweeter on a slanted section of t he 

baffle, is particularly clever, 

being functional as 

well as attrac-

tively differ-

ent. High-

class real-

wood veneer 

and F,3&W's 

high-tech drive units 

all help create a luxury 

stand-mount of some refinement. 

lt has very impressive bass for the 

size, decent sensitivity and some 

transparency, even though the 

balance is a little cautious and 

restrained. 

B&W W (01903) 750750 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

HJ-FI CHOICE 

ever, there's a certain crudeness 

about the mid and top, and the 

presence (voice) band sounds a 

little shut in. But the bass is a 

real strength, sounding firmer, 

less congested and more infor

mative than most competitors. 

Things were less satisfactory 

when using a budget CD player 

and amp, with a rather relentless 

top end and heavy overall effect. 

Although not the prettiest or 

most techno-credible miniature 

around, the Beretta does make a 

largely successful attempt to 

deliver a better bang than most. 

Revolver E (0161) 973 0505 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 
F actsback 1790 

MONITOR AUDIO- t i ·! 

703PMC £800 

s imilar in many ways to the 

stand-mount 700PMC, this 

£800 703PMC effectively com-

bines similar drive units into a 

luxury compact floorstanding 

enclosure. The veneer work is 

particularly attractive, though 

the price premium seems rather 

substantial. it's well suited to 

smaller rooms and 

free-space siting, 

and if the bass is a 

little lacking in 

weight, the slightly 

'shiny' sound has 

fine up-front coher-

ence and clear, well-

projected deta i I. 

Monitor Audio 
E (01223) 242898 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, 
issue 160 

J,ROYD :. ;._ .. ··:I 
DOUBLET £450 

The slightly curious shape 

might look odd at first sight, 

but the fact that it's so slim 

brings a measure of elegance to 

this compact floorstander. Two 

of Royd's tiny but classy main 

drivers are mounted above and 

below a high-quality soft-dome 

tweeter. The inside of the box is 

divided to create a separate part

ed seven-litre chamber for each 

driver. The whole thing sits on a 

chunky laminated MDF plinth, 

fitted with three even hunkier 

(M8) spikes. Build is exceptional 

throughout, and real-wood 

finishes are an optional extra. 

The Doublet shou Id be kept 

clear of walls, whereupon it 

delivers a decent overall balance. 

The balance is not, however, 

particularly smooth, peaking up 

around one o 15kHz. Relative 

treble level is higher than average. 

Voted a joint 'best of the day', 

its sonic performance is a little 

'-NEAT - " .-: -. 

MYSTIQUE £575 

A most elegant compact floor-

stander (available 

from£575), which 

looks very tasty in its 

£650 real-wood 

clothes, and comes 

with a separate plinth. 

Best kept clear of 

walls, it's an easy 

speaker to like, with 

fine voice reproduc-

tion and a natural, 

relaxing musicality. 

However, it's an 

over-achiever. 

Sensitivity is quite 

m
'
odest, and dynam-

ics seem a I ittle constrained, but 

bass extension is pretty good for 

the enclosure volume. 

Neat W (01833) 631021 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

uneven, and the mixture will never 

win universal acclaim, but the 

pluses outweigh the minuses. The 

bass end is mostly impressive, 

with fine timing, differentiation 

and power, but some uneven

ness and limited genuine weight. 

Dynamic range is good, and the 

sound is free from clogging, giving 

fine resolution of musical textures. 

Voices are a bit coloured and the 

brightness is not always welcome, 

but the whole thing remains I ively, 

informative and busy, and 

deserves its Best Buy rating. 

Royd E (01952) 290700 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

�i· OLN �,;,i�/ ;: . -_ �!�p.�����y�� .. ��l 
OUBIC 222 £400 

The £400 Qubic 222 might 

be disappointingly dull in 

appearance and presentation, 

but nevertheless represents a lot 

of very competent loudspeaker 

for the price. Its 

heavy bass out-

put may be better 

suited to larger 

rooms than the 

typical lounge, 

and free-space 

siting is manda-

tory. lt goes loud 

with aplomb and 

the sound is basi-

cally very well 

behaved, if not 

terribly exciting. 

QUV w (01352) 730251 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, 
issue 160 
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Speakers 
TANNOY:· �."':'.�'"·_ ·>.·_-.: :'" <• 

631SE £170 

T
he standard 631 was rated 

Best Buy back in April '95 

(issue 141), and Tannoy has 

now come up with this £170 

Special Edition version. 

A standard port-loaded two

way with inverted drivers (main 

above tweeter), it feels a pretty 

lightweight affair. it's constructed 

in the current Tannoy idiom by 

forming a wrap for the sides, 

front and back (made from 15mm 

vinyl wood print chipboard), and 

sandwiching this between plastic 

top and base mouldings. How

ever, one important tweak is a 

beefing-up of the top surface by 

means of an MDF insert. 

;_SJ_J_E�DOR�' -- ; · . - . . 
2030 £600 

'J'he £600 2030 is unusual in 

I. two key respects. lt uses an 

elliptical main driver to help 

keep its front panel narrow, and 

comes in a matt-textured grey 

finish, the better to match the 

majority of other electronics. A 

separate plinth provides firm 

support, and if the balance is a 

little dark and restrained, the 

gentle transitions are easy on the 

eaffi.The speaker has fine 

underlying transparency and the 

ultimate sound is unquestionably 

musical and communicative. 

Spendor a (01323) 843474 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

HJ-FI CHOICE 

Small but rather classy with 

it, the 631 SE recorded pretty 

good listening test results, albeit 

with the occasional voice of dis

sent. Bass isn't its main strength, 

but at least it is competent in a 

modest way, and there's also 

welcome freedom from the sort 

of boxy quality that seems to 

afflict many small speakers. 

Don't expect much in the way 

of authority and punch. Midband 

refinement is what this speaker 

is all about, being one of the best

judged balances around, giving 

a very natural, just slightly laid

back effect, with sufficient 

coherence and dynamic range to 

keep the interest and involve

ment high. lt succeeds through 

subtlety, with a hear-through 

mid band clarity that stays 

unforced yet continues to 

inform well down into the mix. 

The most impressive result 

came with our 'budget' compo

nents, which the 631 SE man

aged to make sound subtle and 

smooth, with a firm, dry bass 

and an open, unforced character. 

!annoy a (01236) 420199 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 
Factsback 1791 

,·WBARFEDALE : - '· � 
VALDUS 500 £300 

R
eviewed in a six-strong 

group of speakers, chosen 

for their potential ability to Rock 

with a capital R, this tall but 

far from costly Valdus 
turned out to be the 

hardest guy on the 

block. £300 isn't a lot 

for any floorstander, 

never mind one with 

no fewer than four 

drive units. Three of 

these units appear to 

be identical cone 

devices in decent-size 

200mm frames. In 

fact, though, the top 

one concentrates on 

mid range duties and 

is loaded by the top 

part of the cabinet, 

while the lower two 

with front port and 

larger box volume 

supply the bass urge. 

The tweeter is a terra

fluid-cooled 28mm 

diaphragm with some 

horn-loading. The 

front panel is covered 

TANNOY . , -
635 £450 

A
good-size main driver

complete with Tannoy's 

dual-concentric co-axial tweet

er arrangement- is mounted 

in a low-slung but capacious 

floorstanding enclosure, with a 

Profile shape for improved 

acoustic performance. 

There's plenty of welly on 

offer, at a very sharp £450, from 

the 635 speaker. And although 

the sound does lack clarity and 

sweetness somewhat, it's very 

'up-front' and immediate, thus 

earning its Recommended tag. 

Tannoy a (01236) 420199 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

with plastic mouldings, black 

vinyl wood print covering up the 

rest. No floor-coupling spikes are 

supplied, so cones will be needed. 

Given the large driver surface 

area, it's no surprise to find these 

speakers are very efficient, 

going fiercely loud with 

only modest amplifi

cation, yet still able to 

soak up and use the 

Watts when needed. 

The impression these 

speakers offer is sim

ple: it's large. Where 

other systems needed 

some real level to fill 

the room, the 500 
didn't needing far less 

voltage from the amp. 

The tweeters a re 

pretty quick, if not as 

good sounding as some, 

and while the Valdus 
500 goes amazingly 

loud, it doesn't go down 

as deeply as some of the 

competition. Still, in 

sound-for-pound terms, 

it's a Best Buy. 

Wharfedale a (01132) 601222 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, 

issue 155 Factsback 1758 

CELE�TION , :� . ... ,__._- . 
IMPACT 25 £400 

W
ell regarded among a 

group test of rock

oriented speakeffi, the 

£400 Impact 25 is a sim

ple two-way box. The 

main driver is loaded by a 

generous, front-parted 

flooffita nding enclosure. 

Absolute deep bass exten

sion falls short of the ideal, 

but the bass proper is 

enthusiastic and con

trolled, while the treble is 

sweet and unfatiguing. 

Celestion m (01473) 322222 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 
Factsback 1758 
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Why? Simply because our new Reference 500 mini 

separates sound every bit as stunning as they look. 

These are real separates boasting outstanding 

performance which, when combined, are quite remarkable. 

Individually powered, the TEAC Reference 500 

components are engineered to exacting standards of 

precision. Right down to their gold terminals. 

But it doesn't end here. This range will grow and grow. 

We already have plans for a CD player featuring 

TEAC's unique VRDS mechanism as well as a Pro Logic 

surround-sound amplifier and an all new mini-disc recorder. 

The new Reference 500 mini separates from TEAC. 

Stand alone units which together set new industry 

standards. 

Reference 5 00 by 

TEAC® 
TEAC UK Limited, 5 Marlin House, 

The Croxley Centre, Watford, Herts WD1 8YA 

Tel: 01923 819630 



Speaker Stands 
!�!'���� 

S50 £100 

S
lightly modified since our 
original Best Buy review 

(Sept '95), the £100 Kudos S50 
is now normally supplied as a 
flat pack. The only option left to 
the user here is to add some 
mass/damping ballast to the sin
gle large-diameter steel pipe. 

forate- use cones or Blu-Tak. 
Sound quality doesn't match 

that of the Sl 00 by any means, 
but the S 50 is sti 11 a class act for 
its price. The mid band might be 
a bit shut in, but the best bass 
I've heard from a low cost stand 
is ample reason to continue the 
Best Buy rating. 

· SOUNDSTYLE 

Xl24 £100 

S
oundstyle's £lOOX124 fol
lows the 'truncated triangle' 

pillar arrangement (popularised 
by the Atacama S£24), combin
ing exceptional stiffness with rel
atively simple fabrication and an 
acoustic 'shadow' below the 
speaker. The high price is due to 
the gloss black finish, but heavy 
baseplate engineering and eight
mm floor-spikes are strengths. 

match the similarly-priced Kudos 
in bass performance, it definitely 
has the edge on mid band projec
tion and focus. A little bright for 
some tastes and systems, per
haps, but many will find it invig
orating and very entertaining. 
Sdundstyle s (01284) 701101 

Kudos s (01903) 750750 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 159 

The two-dimensional base is 
less than ideal, aesthetically as 
well as functionally, but it's good 
and thick, fitted with sturdy 
spikes, and most effectively dec
orated by large brass lock-nuts. 
Tripods are easy to level and 
automatically provide the same 
downward pressure through 
each spike, while a large foot
print makes this stand more sta
ble than most quadrupeds. The 
top plate is quite thick and a sen
sible shape, but entirely imper-

l!ill!M� ... ��3. 
BD21 £55 

A 
tacama's £70 S£24 
has been our Best Buy 

budget speaker stand over 
the past few years, but 
those on a tight budget 
might well be tempted by 
the £55 8021 self-assem-
bly alternative. The single 
central pillar is a lOOmm 
diameter steel pipe, 
topped by a small steel 
plate. it's a decent enough 

performer for the 
price, but does-

n't have the 
smoothness of its 
bigger brother. 
Good va I ue for 
money, but the 
S£241ines up 
ahead on the grid. 
Atacama e (01455) 
283251 

::KUD0�.7- _· · ·. · -
SIOO £280 

T
he Kudos S 100 looks 
similar to theS50, but 

has a polymer composite 
base and a £280 price tag. 
The S1 00 comes fully 
assembled, an inner tube 
clamping the main column 
between top plate and 
base under a pre-set ten-
si on. The more we played 
the S 1 00, the more we 
liked its firm, deep bass, 
wide range and extended 

bandwidth. 

compromise 
involved in all 
stands, but the 
S1 00 is the best 
all-round per-
former we've yet 
encountered. 
Kudos e (01903) 
750750 

Assembly was straightforward, 
apart from the usual ballast has
sle. The top plate is arguably small 
for average bookshelf speakers, 
and not very thick either, but it 
does have four tapped holes for 
fitting the supplied top-spikes. 

TheX124 not only looks very 
smart, it sounds good too. it's 
altogether more capable than 
the S£24, and while it can't 

-REVOLVER · 

RSI £70 

B
oth top and bottom 
plates are flat steel 

sheets, and the trio-col-
umn arrangement gives a 
pillar footprint as large as 
the truncated triangle, 
without the same dense 
visual impact. Sonically it 
proved to be a capable 
performer. Being quite low 
it makes the sound a little 
warm and rich, but the 
bottom end sounds firm 

coloration, even if 
the top end is a 
bit coarse and 
shut in. 

STANDS UNIQUE 

TUNED SUPPORT £220 

steel, albeit at a price. 
Available as a basic stand 
for£ 160, this £220 high 
performance version adds 
a stressed steel tu be as the 
main mechanical link, 
with a tensioned carbon 
fibre upgrade for an extra 
£120. With steel it betters 
the budget stands sonical-
ly, though the margin isn't 
dramatic. Carbon fibre 

ence; it 
sounds qui-

eter, but also clean-
er and smoother, 
more coherent voice 
reproduction. 
Stands Unique e (01933) 
461058 

RMS . .- , ·· ��" ::r >.:� 
VIVAS FROM £550 

probably unique in using 
steel-tensioned carbon 
fibre rods between base 
and speaker. Sounding dif-
ferent from a steel stand,-it 
seems to lack any defin-
able sonic character of its 
own, though the speaker 
delivers a much more up-
front presentation. The 
bass is dry and quick, if 

reticent, and 
dynamics aren't 
very 9ramatic, 
but the open 
transparency 
here will win 
many audio-
phi le hearts. 
RMS e (01284) 
769848 

Choice, issue 
159 



Authorised Gyrus Centres 

Midlands, North & Scotland 
Aberdeen 
Holburn Hi Fi 01224 585713 

Alderley Edge 
Aston Audio 01625 582704 

Barrow 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 01229 838757 

Belfast 
Lyric Hi Fi 01232 381296 

Bury St Edmunds 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi 01229 838757 

Cambridge 
The Audiofile 01223 68305 

University Audio 01223 354237 

Carlisle 
Practical Hi Fi 01228 44792 

Coventry 
Frank Harvey Hi Fi 01203 525200 

Darlington 
Hi Fi Experience 01325 481418 

Edgbaston 
Music Matters 0121 429 2811 

Edinburgh 
Hi Fi Corner 0131 2201535 

Falkirk 
Hi Fi Corner 01324 629011 

Gateshead 
Lintone Audio 0191 4774167 

Metro Ctr. Lintone Audio 0191 4600999 

Glasgow 
Glasgow Audio 0141 3324707 

Hi Fi Corner 0141 2482840 

Guildford 
PJ Hi Fi 01483 504801 

Halifax 
Halifax Hi Fi 01422 366832 

Huddersfield 
Huddersfield Hi Fi 01484 544668 

Kings Lynn 
Martins Hi Fi 01553 761683 

Kilmarnock 
Laser Audio 01563 540292 

Leeds 
Image Hi Fi 0113 278937 4 

Leicester 
Leicester Hi Fi 0116 2539753 

Manchester 
The Hi Fi Room 0161 8351366 

Norwich 
Martins Hi Fi 01603 627010 

NoHingham 
Nottingham Hi Fi 0115 9786919 

Peterborough 
The Hi Fi Company 01733 341755 

Preston 
Audio Excellence 01772 253057 

Rishton 
Romers of Rishton 01254 887799 

Rotherham 
, 

Moorgate Acoustics 01709 370666 

Sheffield 

Slintwst�u
A
1 r
c
y
ous tic� 4 2756048 

Mission Group Huntingdon, PE18 6ED England 

Tel :+44 (0)1480 451777 

Fan44 (0)1480 432777 

email: info@mission-cyrus.com 

http://www.mission-cyrus.com 



Subwoofers 
THE CAST LIST 

B&WAS6 ................. £500 

JamoSW600 . . • • • • . . • • . . .  £530 

KEF Modei30B • • . . . . . . . . .  £499 

M&KVX·7B ............... £450 

RELQ·B.ASS • • . • • . . . • . . • • •  £375 

REL Strata • . • . . . • • . . . . . • . .  £575 

A 
group test of half a dozen 

su bwoofers (issue 154) 

was written as a compare

and-contrast feature rather than 

individual reviews. Formal B est 

B uy and Recommended ratings 

were not awarded; a star-ranking 

system assessed each model 

under a variety of headings. 

Furthermore, REL has made 

several changes since our test: 

the Strata has now become a 

Strata If (untested, but probably 

an improvement). The 40 Watts 

Q-8ass is now only available in 

'recycled' form (at £300), using 

amps returned by those making 

the £75 upgrade to the new and 

more powerful Q-50 (50 Watts, 

£375). There's also a lOO Watts 

Q-100 (£4 7 5), recently reviewed 

in our sister magazine Home 
Entertainment (see boxout). 

STYLE 
B&WAS 6 3 

JamoSW600 4 
KEF M odel 30B 5 

M&KVX-7B 5 

RELQ-BASS 2 
REL S trata 2 

Compactness has got to carry off 

the prizes here, so top marks go to 

the discreet little 'bookshelf-size 

M&K. B ut the KEF is pretty small 

too, and beats the rest handsomely 

in the fine detailing. B onus points 

too for Jamo, for hiding all the 

gubbins underneath. 

FLEXIBILITY 
B&WAS 6 4 
JamoSW600 2 
KEF M odel 30B 2 
M&KVX-7B 2 
RELQ-BASS 5 

REL S trata 5 

Flexibility should firstly be about 

the ability of the subwoofer to 

operate alongside a wide range 

HI-FT CHOTCE 

of main speakers. Here, REL 

sets an example which others 

would do well to follow. Strata is 

good, butQ-8ASS is even bet

ter. M&K gets pretty close, too. 

However, the B&W, Jamo and 

especially the KEF all generate 

plenty of mid bass output, so 

they're better suited to tiny satel

lite main speakers and home 

cinema than music reproduc

tion. The RELs, however, don't 

offer the bass-filtered output sig

nal, which can protect small 

satellites from bass overload. 

HOW LOW? 
B&WAS 6 4 
JamoSW600 2 

KEF M odei30B 2 
M&KVX-7B 5 

RELQ-BASS 5 

REL S trata 5 

lt may be no coincidence that the 

three models that deliver really 

deep bass a re those made by the 

subwoofer specialists (the two 

RELs and the M&K). Of the others, 

the B&W makes the better fist, 

whereas KEF and Jamo give no 

greater extension than many a pair 

of modest bookshelf speakers

neither justify the label subwoofer. 

SOUND 
B&WAS 6 3 

JamoSW600 2 
KEF Modei30B 2 
M&KVX-7B --------4-:-
RELQ-BASS 5 

REL S trata 5 

A ssessing the sound quality of 

woofers can never be absolute, 

because of specific interactions 

with the main speakers. Here, 

only the RELs and the M&K 

deliver really deep bass, setting 

them a class apart from the rest. 

The baby M&K is a little thick 

and congested, without quite 

the dynamic openness of the big

ger RELs. However, it's remark

able that such a small box can 

deliver such deep bass, in suffi

cient quantities to keep up with a 

typical pair of miniature speakers. 

While Q-8ASS is a most 

effective device for the price, 

Strata is a classier act, being 

less obvious in its activity and 

more transparent in supplying 

the weight. The KEF proved 

commendably discreet, with a 

good sense of timing, though its 

bandwidth contribution was lim

ited. The B& W has more weight 

and the promise of massive 

reserve headroom. The Jamo 

suffered from the coincidence of 

its main output frequency with a 

major room mode, resulting in 

'one-note' tendencies under our 

conditions, but again, dynamics 

and headroom were impressive. 

OVERALL 
B&WAS 6 4 

JamoSW600 2 
KEF M odel 30B 2 
M&KVX-7B 4 
RELQ-BASS 5 

REL S trata 5 

The B&W AS6 is good material 

value for money and delivers a 

fair amount of low bass, along

side flexible roll off filtering, fine 

dynamic headroom and consid

erable loudness capability. The 

Jamo SW600 matches the B&W 

in value and has some neat styl

ing touches, including a remote 

control unit, but deep bass is 

limited and output rather heavily 

concentrated around 50-60Hz. 

KEF's 308 is the prettiest and 

also quite compact, but limited 

ultimate extension and filter flex

ibility suggest it's best suited to 

sub-miniature satellites. 

The tiny M&K VX-78 delivers 
deep bass in sufficient quantity 

for music applications at least. 

The REL 'recycled amp' Q-8ASS 

is quite an achievement at £300, 

especially as it works very well, 

though the Strata (and Q-1 00, 

see box) do justify their extra 

cost on sound quality grounds. 

For telephone numbers, turn to the 
Manufacturer's List on page 137 

RELQ·100 
"If you want fine sub-bass at a very competitive price, theQ-1 00 has no equal." This sum
up line from the five-star Best Buy review in Hor7Je Entertainment (issue 40) sort of says 
it all. it's not so much the extra power as such, rather the tighter grip and wider dynamic 
contrast and headroom, which is even more beneficial with music than movie material. 
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The Faraday ring may look insignificant. But it's this tiny component that gives the A Series its huge dynamic range. 

By counteracting rising impedance in the voice coil, it allows more power into the tweeter. And with 

more power going in, you get more power out. 

Even the highest frequencies sing out loud and clear, making 

faithful reproduction of today's digital music and film recordings. 

The Faraday ring is just one of many small, but vitally important components that make the new 

A Series so special. And there's only one place good enough for it. The beautiful box we put it in. 

Celestion Consumer Division. Ecclestor1 Road, Tovil; Maidstone. Kent. ME15 6QP U.K. Tel: 01622 687442. Fax: 01622 687981. 

Celestion Industries Inc.. 89 Doug Brown Way. Holliston. MA 01476, USA. Tel: 508 429 6706. Fox: 508 429 2426. C�ELESTIDn 



Speaker Cables 
GALE 

XL315 £2/M 

F
rom a brand which is part of 

Richer Sounds' manufactur

ing division The Audio 

Partnership, Gale'sXL315 is a 

very traditional, heavyweight, 

multi-strand cable, with trans

parent insulation that shows off 

its shiny copper stands to good 

effect. The widely spaced paral

lel geometry gives a relatively 

high inductance which might 

si ightly reduce treble output if 

�-BAN.� RIDGE :.-1.1��;;:: · 

LC7409 £4/M 

M 
ajar accessory specialist 

Band ridge has a number 

of speaker cables in its cata

logue, including this LCl 409, 

which uses very fine oxygen

free copper strands (1 050x 

0.07mm) in a PVC sheath, 

with traditional figure-eight 

used in long runs. 

Despite the very modest 

£2/m price there was little to 

fault about the sound quality, 

save for a slight lack of ultimate 

detail. Image depth perspectives 

were exceptionally well repro

duced, the treble was open and 

clean, and voices were vibrant 

and expressive. A great per

former at any price, at £2/m 

Gale'sXL315 is a steal. 

Audio Partnership m (0171) 586 5977 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

Factsback 1800 

geometry and a very low resis

tance. The sound is detailed 

and up-beat, if a little steely 

with classical strings. lt works 

best with rock material and is 

well suited to good-quality 

components with sweet treble 

delivery. 

Band ridge m (0 181) 543 3633 

reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

Factsback 1800 

�-SONIC LINK. " . . . ·,:,;� 
AST50 £1.95/M 

A
n unusual cable using a pair 

of 16x0.2mm tinned copper 

conductors, covered with a sili

cone rubber insulation, the 

£1.95/m ASTSO has higher 

than average resistance so is 

best restricted to fairly short runs 

(below 3m). The sound has deli

cacy and subtlety, and is essen-

tially even-handed; if the bass 

was a little detached, it was also 

powerful. Rhythm is handled 

well, and while better sound

staging can be found at higher 

prices, the ASTSO delivers a 

fine all round performance at 

the price. 

Sonic Link m (01332) 674929 

reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

Factsback 1800 

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

HI-FT CHOICE 

�·GALE· \' ···-,-<< �t'f· ··�� 
XLI60-2 £3/M 

T
hinner, flatter and more car

pet-friendly than XL315, 

Gale's XL160-2 comprises four 

separate conductors and can 

therefore be used in bi-wire as 

well as mono-wire mode. The 

sound is bouncy and rhythmic, 

albeit with some blurring of 

vocal intonation and loss of 

expression. 

Audio Partnership m (0171) 586 5977 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

Factsback 1800 
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SAS (. )® The lead guitarist of 'Mission Aborted' is about to smash his axe over your head. Don't worry, it won't hurt a bit. 

Sounc:I RIIII1Iwlll � You see you're listening on a Sharp SRS 3D Surround Sound system, so it sounds so real you feel like you're actually there. 

Using the revolutionary 'Sound Retrieval System', the audio system engulfs the room with vivid, 3D Surround Sound from just two speakers. 

And because you get the same effect wherever you are in the room, you can get up and rock around to your hearts content. There are 4 

audio systems with SRS available. Each one provides a more affordable alternative to normal multi 

speaker systems. So do the intelligent thing. Surround yourself with sound, not speakers. Ask for a 

demo at any leading electrical store or call 0800 262 958 quoting SRS/HE/R for further information. 

) ) ) ) 

SHARP 
lNTELLlGENT THlNKlNG 



Interconnects 

SONIC LINK · · .
. 

SILVER PINK £35/IM 

D
espite an average showing in 

its first presentation, the 

Sonic LinkSilverPinkturned out 

to be the best of the test. lt was 

initially considered a bit bright, 

forward and lacking in weight, 

but nicely analytical and detailed. 

On subsequent sittings the for

ward brightness fell away, leav

ing a dynamically sensitive sound 

with a superb sense of timing. 

lt was also praised for an 

�CJ!.��RI�GE AUDIO ., . _ 

STUDIO REFERENCE £40 

D
espite our built-in prejudice 

against products that use 

the terms 'Studio' and 'Reference' 

in their names, this is one mighty 

fine £40 cable- one of very few 

that seemed to find the right 

path between sounding too 

exuberant and too refined. lt 

was also one of the only cables 

to have a dynamic range to 

match the electronics. Only 

the slightest loss of detail and a 

minute amount of veiling kept a 

Best Buy at bay. In fact, if more 

·studios used this cable as a 

reference, recording quality 

would just keep getting better 

and better. 

Audio Partnership m (0171) 586 5977 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

HI-FI CHOICE 

admirably low 'muddle factor'; 

not blurring instruments together, 

even with the comparative com

plexity of Rachmaninov's Third 

Symphony in full swing. That it 

was the best-sounding cable in 

the test would have been enough 

for a Best Buy on its own, but when 

you consider that it's also one of 

the cheaper examples, the aptly 

named Silver Pink is a true star

so why does it looks like it's covered 

in melted-down Action Man? 

Audiokits m (01332) 674929 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

VAN DEN HUL - 1·· 

SOURCE HB £49.99/0.BM 

P
raised for being a good all

round cable, the hybrid 

Source HB has a smooth, natur

al presentation, like a scaled

down version of the exclusively 

carbon-fibre The First. it's laid

back but not rolled-off; airy, yet 

well controlled. VdH's cheapest 

venture into carbon-fibre tech

nology to date has much of the 

high-end sophistication of the 

more up-market cables at a frac

tion of the cost. lt won't out -per

form The First, of course, but 

has a damn good try. Highly 

Recommended. 

van den Hul m (0181) 810 9388 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

CABLE TALK 
STUDIO 2 £64.95/IM 

I' able Talk has a winner on its 

" hands with the £65 Studio 2 
interconnect. There is little it 

doesn't do well. Excellent rhythm 

is here in abundance, but so is 

dynamic shading. Dynamic 

scale and detail retrieval are 

excellent, with plenty of ambi

ence and a first-rate soundstage. 

Studio 2 is excellent value for 

money and comes very highly 

Recommended. 

Cable Talk lit (01483) 750667 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

. CONNEqJg!IJ�l!J���f:l 
MIDAS HO £39 

T
he vivid yellow £39 Midas 

HD comes complete with an 

excellent variation on the locking 

WBT plug- good value, almost 

without regard to the sound. 

Fortunately, it acquits itself soni

cally rather well, too, with a 

bright, breezy and open sound 

which is more dry and dynamic 

than most. Only a rather minor 

lack of musical coherence, 

caused in part by a touch of glare, 

held this cable back from the very 

best of the bunch. 

Connections m (01487) 832424 
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Headphones 
"BEY���j;f� 

DT331 £82 

B
eyer has a strong following 

in both professional and 

domestic markets, and the £82 

DT331 is clearly aimed at the hi

fi user. This is a large open-back 

design in which the ear pieces 

house speaker diaphragms of 

respectable size, and are fitted 

with large, circular, felt-covered 

foam ear-cushions. lt also has a 

'double' type headband, with a 

flexible inner band for location, 

the result is very comfortable, 

despite a 210g weight which is 

higher than much of the compe

tition. Impedance is a modest 

��E_N_N�E��E!!� 
HD 565 £150 

A 
design from the top of 

Sennheiser's Ovation series, 

the £150 HD 565 is relatively 

heavy at 255g, but is extremely 

comfortable. it's an open-back 

design, and is more acoustically 

transparent than most. Modular 

construction adds to long-term 

serviceability, enabling leads (or 

ear pieces) to be easily replaced. 

Physically it's a rugged design 

and shou Id survive tough duty 

with few scratches. The con-

.5 �ENNHE�_tl!���-;;�'t·}·� 
HD 455 £55 

S 
ennheiser's £55 455 is a 

snappy dresser with sharply 

defined lines and natty red 

foam inserts. The design is well 

built, modular, light and 

comfortable for long periods, 

with a good sound quality. it's 

not particularly clear, detailed 

or expressive, but the absence 

of obvious resonances brings a 

smoothness which is arguably 

preferable for extended use. No 

sonic over-achiever but fine 

construction and a sharp price 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

40 Ohms, there's no micropho

ny from the lead, and the 

3.5mm plug comes with a 

6.3mm adaptor. 

Bright, light and agile, the 

DT331 is perhaps a little thin 

and bass-shy in quantitative 

terms, but the treble sounds 

superb, uncluttered by the reso

nances and colorations often 

found elsewhere. As a result the 

sound is clear and incisive 

almost to a fault, while deftly 

avoiding fatiguing effects. it's a 

highly articulate, clean and 

coherent head phone which 

makes recordings sound 

believable and sets them in a 

spacious, slightly dry acoustic. 

necting cable had low micropho

ny, while the ear pieces incorpo

rate powerful, small rare-earth 

magnets and laminated Mylar 

diaphragms and aluminium 

both point towards a 

Recommended flag. 

Sennheiser m (01494) 551551 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

Those who seek the heavy, 

plodding bass lines associated 

with sealed-back headphones 

might find them inadequate, 

but for the music lover they' re 

pure class. 

Beyerdynamic m (01444) 258258 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

voice coils. Impedance is 150 

Ohms. 

Sound quality is exceptional

ly good, responding with lacrity 

to transient stimuli and deliver

ing an exceptionally fluid and 

neutral midband. And if the tre

ble seems a little muted, the 

overall qualitative excellence is 

beyond doubt, extending out to 

both frequency extremes. All of 

which adds up to the best all

round model in our under-£150 

group, and an obvious Best Buy. 

Sennheiser m (01494) 551551 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 

!VIVANCO' .- .: _'-' ··7" J?;If' .. :r_·� 
SR 650 £50 

D
escribed as a 'half-open' 

design, the £50 SR 650 is a 

17 5g lightweight and is very 

comfortable to wear, thanks to a 

twin-headband arrangement 

and soft cushioning. The bass 

sounds even and well-extended, 

and there's plenty of treble too, 

but this has a sharp and aggres

sive edge, unlike its £10 dearer 

stablemate. Treble resonance 

tends to detract attention from 

the midband, and can become a 

little wearing with extended lis-

L
ooking similar to the cheaper 

SR 650, closer scrutiny of 

the £60 SR 750 reveals that it is 

heavier at 188g. lt justifies the 

higher price, no longer suffering 

from the treble resonance which 

afflicted its stablemate. Cable 

microphony introduces a minor 

demerit, but ear capsules are 

acoustically inert, despite semi

sealed construction. 

The sound is lazy dynamical

ly, and shows a hint of lower

mid overhang, so the sound isn't 

as open as some. But the treble 

is sweet, timing is good and the 

sound as a whole is clean, with 

good detail resolution and a fine 

sense of acoustic scale and 

space- a stea I at £60. 

Vivanco m (01442) 231616 

tening, though the level of detail 

and overall coherence as well as 

physical comfort at a reasonable 

price still imply Recommendation. 

Vivanco m (01442) 231616 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 157 
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H i-fi Specialists 
THE CHOICE IS TRULY YOURS 

� We carry the finest range of Hi-Fi in London, you can also be 

tr-r----,r-lllllm�=� sure that any of the products you see advertised here are on display and 

!Ill available for audition. Our helpful experienced staff are always on hand to 

lli! help explore the possibilities open to you. This month, wicked savings on 

ii!• featured systems and buy any two individual components for £600+ and 

I l l' claim a Chord Siren interconnect worth £65 absolutely FREE! or 9 

........__.__ _______ _JJ[illlliJ.'IJL--__..'=..1 Interest Free Credit- (call or write for details)- a devil of a deal! 

LINN 

All - inc: Knekt 

& the New AV 51 

NAIM-AUDIO 

New lntro, Credo 



Cartridges 
. Gf.UlDO��::�:r:_.-_.::�:·•'", .::v" :· -.. 

PRESTIGE GOLD £149 

G 
rado is one of the oldest hi-fi 

brands around. Back in the 

days when the vinyl pickup 

cartridge was king, the company 

had a much lower UK profile 

than bigger rivals like Shure and 

ADC, but its individual approach 

still managed to build a strong 

cult following. The range went 

from some of the cheapest up to 

the most expensive ea rtridges 

around- yet top to bottom they 

looked almost identical, 

featuring a replaceable stylus 

assembly that was so securely 

fitted that a tool was supplied for 

its removal. 

An upmarket cartridge by any 

normal standards, the £149 
Prestige Gold looks exactly the 

same as those predecessors. it's 

a high output moving magnet 

(MM) design, the technology 

being a moving-iron variation on 

the MM theme, incorporating 

Grado's 'flux bridger' generator 

principle which needs fewer coil 

turns than most MM systems. 

This in turn reduces the coil 

inductance and renders the out

put unaffected by the varying 

capacitance loadings of different 

J LY�'\>:�.;�o_:� · ... 
LYDIAN £649 

T
o a long-standing fan of 

Lyra's upmarket Clavis DC, 
the arrival of this 'entry level' 

£649 Lydian provoked plenty of 

recognition cues, leading to 

immediate (careful) removal of 

the (green) bodywork, and con

sequent sound quality improve

ment. The Lydian comes close to 

its more expensive brother in all 

the most important sonic and 

musical respects, just losing out 

a bit in bandwidth and speed. 

Which means it's more than a 

match for anything else around, 

HI-FT CHOICE 

tonearm cables and amplifier 

inputs. You can't 'tune' the top 

end of a Grado like some moving 

magnet designs, but you don't 

have the unwelcome sonic 

repercussion of a tuned reso

nance to contend with, either. 

Grado's approach to upmar-

extracting bags of information 

but keeping it tightly knit into the 

music as a whole. 

Lyra e (01494) 441736 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 158 

ket cartridges has always been 

based on the ea refu I selection of 

individual samples. The 

Prestige Gold models represent 

the top ten per cent culled from 

the already highly-specified 

Prestige Silver(£ 119) 
production. 

The sound of high-output 

moving magnet cartridges never 

quite seems to match the sweet

ness or refinement of the better 

moving-coil types, but the 

Prestige Gold came a lot loser 

than most. it was lively and 

detailed but never edgy on vocal 

sibilants, and didn't over

emphasise acoustic guitar lead

ing edges. Voices were expres

sive and involving, tonal balance 

seemed even, and there was a 

sense of substance often lacking 

in MM types. Although not as 

scrupulously detailed as the best 

moving-coils, it still wrested 

plenty of information from the 

groove and imparted a proper 

feel to the music. 

The Grado's presentation 

was extremely easy to I ive with, 

and comfortably communica

tive. it didn't ram feisty music in 

the face but did maintain a lively 

character. it will probably gel 

well in a great many systems, 

and since it managed to keep its 

head high in much more expen

sive company, the £149 price 

seems positively reasonable, 

therefore the Prestige Gold is a 

definite Best Buy. 

Grado e (01284) 701101 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 158 

RECOMMENDED 

•. WILSON-BENESCH : " . · 

MATRIX £689 

S 
heffield-based Wilson

benesch are big fans of car

bon fibre, using the material 

extensively throughout their 

range, including the 'bodywork' 

of this £689 Matrix cartridge. 

Said 'bodywork' is entirely vesti

gial, leaving the high output 

moving-coil generator exposed 

and the longish boron cantilever 

looking very vulnerable indeed. 

Not for the ham-fisted, this one. 

But eminently forgiveable in view 

of the excellent sound quality, 

and the effortless way it lets the 

music take over- delightfully 

clean and neutral, yet fast, 

dynamic and powerful too. 

Wilson-benesch e (0114) 2852656 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue158 
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HERE'S SOMEONE WHO KNOWS A THING 

OR TWO ABOUT CINEMA SOUND 

You will not believe your ears when you experience the Jamo THX Home Cinema System 
-the exciting new dimension in family audio visual home entertainment. 

THX is a trademark of LUCASFlLM Limited, giving you every subtlety and sensation 
to place you right in the midst of all the action, all the drama, all the atmosphere and your 

greatest feelings. 

Audition Jamo THX Home Cinema System at your nearest discerning dealer and 

-"may the force be with you!" 

Jarnq 
"THE SOUND OF EXCELLENCE" 



AV Processors 

TECHNICS.._ .:::,.:-•-�-.'>- :· � • 

SH-AV500 £280 

N
ot so much an amplifier, 
more its second cousin, the 

AV processor is for those inter
ested in adding a movie-watch
ing dimension to an existing hi-fi 
system. There are various possi
ble ways of making such a tran
sition, as Dol by Pro-Logic pro
cessors are built into a whole 
variety of components- TV sets, 
amplifiers, receivers, mini sys
tems, even satellite receivers. 

For anyone who puts hi-fi 
performance at the top of the pri
ority list, however, the add-on 
processor is unquestionably the 
way to go. You can opt for the 
convenience of using the remote
control processor to switch all 
audio and AV sources, or stick to 
the purist route by using the pro
cessor just for the video compo
nents, and running a single con
nection back to the hi-fi amp. 

PIONEER . 

VSP 200 £250 

T
his £2 50 VSP 200 from 
Pioneer has quite a history. 

lt was the stand-out bargain in a 
group of AV processors way back 
in December '94 (issue 137). lt 
then managed to repeat the 
trick in our sister publication, 
Home Entertainment, in the 
summer of '95.1t would have 
done the same again this year 
had it not come up against the 
similarly priced Technics 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

The £280 SH-AV500 
is a pretty chunky com
ponent, with a useful 
operation/status display, 
Pro-Logic and simulated 
surround modes, plus 
the extra power amps 
needed for centre-front 
(50 Watts) and surround 
sound (two x 16 Watts). 
Although the latter might 
have been more generous, in 
other respects the lab perfor
mance is very good, with low
amplifier distortion, fine chan
nel separation and steering 
logic, wide dynamic range, 
good overload margins, and 
extended frequency responses 
even on the surround channel. 

This promising engineering 
performance translates into a 
very subtle, well-balanced and 
smooth sound, which remains 
clear and lucid without sound
ing too bright or losing its grip 
on important detail. The nauti-

SH-AV500, which definitely has 
the sonic edge. 

With a combination of 50 
Watts plus two x 24 Watts 
power available for the extra AV 
channels, the VSP 200 remains 
a very lively and entertaining 
performer, with a real flair for 
the dramatic. 

Maybe it doesn't provide the 
clean est sound around, but it 
still thoroughly deserves 
Recommendation rating. 
Pioneer w (01753) 789789 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 153 

cal sound effects spread from 
the front to the surround with a 
marvellous and surprising sense 
of integration. 

Loud sound effects in one 
channel do not tug the image to 
one side; the processor maintain
ing discipline over both bold and 
subtle details together. A slight 
overall mildness helps achieve 
an air of authority and composure, 
and the musical soundtrack 
came through with genuine com
mitment and emotion. Moreover, 
the sense of balance and subtlety 

�ARCAM · -- · -.� __ :;,- �-_:: 

XETA 2 £650 

A 
relatively upmarketAV pro
cessor at£650, Arcam's 

Xeta 2 is distinctive in a number 
of respects, and offers a very 
British approach to the art of AV 
processing, shared only by its 
amplifier stablemate X eta 1. 

TheXeta 2 is a neat, slim unit 
with no on-board display; instead 
a built-in character generator dis
plays the necessary information 

was maintained at low levels, 
too, keeping up the level of in
volvement and attention where 
lesser models lose tension and 
become less effectual. 

Despite its modest 'entry 
level' price, this Technics AV 
processor takes an evenhanded 
and highly competent approach 
to its surround sound duties. 
However, it also deserves the 
epithet 'hi-fi' for the degree of 
atmosphere and level of tension 
it brings to movie soundtracks. 
Technics w (0990) 357357 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 153 

on the TV screen. Simplicity and 
future upgradability are preferred 
to an abundance of frilly features. 
The lab performance checked out 
very well, with a hefty65 Watts 
plus 2 x 53 Watts of power avail
able. The sound is vivid and 
robust, building drama most 
effectively with full-scale block
buster movies, though more 
delicate soundtracks were a little 
less successful. 
Arcam W (01223) 440964 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 153 
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24 SEVENOAKS HI Fl BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 

• SEVENOAKS 01732 459555 
109-1 13 London Road 

• ABERDEEN 01224 587070 
491 Union Street 

• BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
01229 838757 
46 Cavendish Street 

• BEDFORD 01234 272779 
29-31 St Peters Street 

- BIRMINGHAM 0121 233 2977 
12 Queensway Arches 

• BRIGHTON 01273 733338 
55 Preston Street 

• BURY ST EDMUNDS 
01284 753776 
47 Churchgate Street 

• CHATHAM 0 1634 846859 
4 Railway Street 

• CHELSEA 0171 352 9466 
403 Kings Road, SW I 0 

• CHELTENHAM 01242 241171 
24 Pittville Street 

• CROYDON 0181 665 1203 
373 London Road 

• ENFIELD 0181 342 1973 
7 Genotin Road 

• ESSEX 01376 501733 

I The Grove Centre, Witham 

• GUILDFORD 0 1483 36666 

73b North Street 

• KINGSTON 0181 547 0717 
43 Fife Road 

• LEICESTER 0 I 16 255 7518 
94 Granby Street 

- MAIDSTONE 

OPENING EARLY NOVEMBER 

01622 686366 

96 Week Street 

- NORWICH 01603 767605 

29/29A St Giles Street 

• OXFORD 0 1865 241773 

41 St Clements 

- READING 0118 959 7768 

3 & 4 Kingswalk 

• TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

01892 531543 

28-30 St Johns Road 

• WATFORD OPEN SUNDAY 

01923 213533 

478 St Albans Road 

• WOOLWICH 0181 855 8016 
162 Powis Street 

• WORCESTER 01905 612929 
2 Reindeer Court 

Please telephone to verify price and 
availability before travelling. 



MUSICAL EXPRESSION PRODUCT SELECTION 

quality hi fi with style and value for music connoisseurs 
AMPLIFIERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 
Arcam Alpha 8P 
Arcam Alpha 8 
Arcam Alpha 9P 
Arcam Alpha 9 
Audiolab 8000A 
Audiolab 8000C 
Audiolab 80005 

Power 

Power 

Pre 

Audiolab SOOOP Power 
Audiolab 8000M (ud>) Mono 
Audiolab 8000PPA Phono 
Audiolab SOOOQ Pre 
Cyrus XPA Power 
Cyrus PSXR Power Supply 
Cyrus SL 
Cyrus 
Cyrus Ill i 
Cyrus 
Meridian SO I 
Meridian 555 
Meridian 55 I 
Meridian 502 
Meridian 557 
Micromega Minium 
Micromega Tempo I 

Power 

Pre 
Pre 
Power 

Pre 
Power 

Pioneer A300R Precision 
Quad 77 lnc Remote 
Quad 77 Power 
Quad 77 
Quad 707 
Quad 77 
Rote! RQ970BX 
Rote! RA930AX 11 
Rote! RA930BX 
Rote! RA970BX 

Power 
Pre lnc Remote 
Ph ono 

Rotel RC970BX 11 Pre 
Rote! RB970BX 11 Power 
MINI/MICRO 
Teac .Ref 500 Ex Speakers 
Yamaha Classic Ex Speakers 
CASSETTE DECKS 
Yamaha KX390 
Yamaha KXS80 
Yamaha K.XW392 
HOME CINEMA 

Twin 

£ 249.9S 
£ 249.9S 
£ 349.9S 
£ 399.9S 
£ 499.9S 
£ 499.9S 
£ S49.9S 
£ 699.9S 
£ 749.9S 
£ 799.9S 
£ 899.95 
£1099.9S 
£ 299.9S 
£ 329.9S 
£ 399.9S 
£ 499.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 649.9S 
£ 694.9S 
£ 749.9S 
£ 794.9S 
£1294.9S 
£1399.95 
£ 349.9S 
£ 749.9S 
£ 399.9S 
£ 849.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 699.9S 
£ 799.9S 
£ 849.95 
£ 129.9S 
£ 149.9S 
£ 199.9S 
£ 249.9S 
£ 174.9S 
£ 224.95 

£ 799.9S 
£ 899.9S 

£ 149.95 
£ 249.9S 
£ 179.95 

Cyrus MR3 
Meridian 541 
Meridian 565 AC3 
Ruark Dialogue One 
Yamaha DSPE390 
Yamaha DSPES80 
Yamaha DSPE I 000 
Yamaha DSPAS90 
Yamaha DSPA780 
Yamaha DSPA 990 
Yamaha DSPA2070 
Yamaha DSPA3090 
Yamaha RXV390 
Yamaha RXVS90 
Yamaha NSC60 
Yamaha NSC I OS 
Yamaha NSC80 
Yamaha NSC I SO 
Yamaha NSE60 
Yamaha NSEIOS 
Yamaha YST SW40 
Yamaha Y ST SW80 
Yamaha YSTSW I SO 
SPEAKERS 

Multi Room 
Processor 
Processor 
Centre 
Procl!ssor 
Processor 
Processor 
Amp 
Amp 
Amp 
Amp 
Amp 
Receiver 
Receiver 
Centre 
Centre 
Centre 
Centre 
Surround (Pr) 
Surround (Pr) 
Sub 
Sub 
Sub 

Acoustic Energy AE I 00 
Acoustic Energy AE I 09 
B&W DM302 
B&W DM601 
B&W DM602 
B&W DM603 
B&W CDMI 
B&W P4 
B&W PS 
Castle lsis 
Castle Tay 
Castle Eden 
Castle Severn 
Castle Avon 
Castle Harlech 
Castle Howard 11 
Epos 

(Deluxe extra) 
(Deluxe extra) 
(Deluxe extra) 
(Deluxe extra) 
(Deluxe extra) 
(Deluxe extra) 
(Deluxe extra) 

Meridian ASOO 
Monitor Audio Monitor I 
Monitor Audio Monitor 2 
Monitor Audio Monitor 3 
Monitor Audio 700PMC 
Monitor Audio 702PMC 
Monitor Audio 703PMC 
Monitor Audio 705PMC 
Monitor Audio Studio 2SE 
Monitor Audio Studio 12 

(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 
(Bik) 

£ 499.95 
£1094.9S 
£2699.95 
£ 289.9S 
£ 249.9S 
£ 449.9S 
£ 699.9S 
£ 349.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 899.9S 
£1099.9S 
£ 1699.9S 
£ 299.9S 
£ 449.9S 
£ S9.9S 
£ 79.95 
£ 99.9S 
£ 109.9S 
£ 79.9S 
£ 109.9S 
£ 139.9S 
£ 179.9S 
£ 279.9S 

£ 199.9S 
£ 329.9S 
£ 129.9S 
£ 199.9S 
£ 299.9S 
£ 499.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 674.95 
£ 874.9S 
£ 229.9S 
£ 329.9S 
£ 449.95 
£ S39.9S 
£ 699.9S 
£ 849.9S 
£1199.9S 

P.O.A. 
£ 749.9S 
£ 249.9S 
£ 299.9S 
£ 399.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 699.9S 
£ 799.9S 
£1399.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 999.9S 

Monitor Audio Studio lOSE (Bik) 
Monitor Audio Studio SO (Bik) 
Monitor Audio Studio 60 
Quad IOL 
Rogers DB I 0 I 
Ruark Icon 
Ruark Templar Mkll 
Ruark Sceptre 
Ruark Talisman 11 
Ruark Prologue One 
Ruark Crusader 11 
TURNTABLES 
Michell GyrodeciRB300 
Project 0.5 
Project I 
TUNERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 
Artam Alpha 8 
Audiolab 8000T 
Cyrus FM7 
Meridian 504 
Micromega Minium 
Quad 77 
CD PLAYERS 
Arcam Alpha 7 
Arcam Alpha 8 
Audiolab 8000 CD 
Audiolab 8000 CDM-96 
Audiolab 8000 DAC-96 
Cyrus DAD3 
Marantz CD6311 Kl Signature 
Meridian 506 
Meridian 566 DAC 
Meridian SOD Transport 
Meridian 508 20 bit 
Micromega Minium 
Micromega Stage 4 
Micromega Stage 5 
Micromega Stage 6 
Micromega Drive I Transport 
Micromega DAC 
Musical Fidelity X I OD 
Pink Triangle 
Pioneer PDROS Recording CD 
Quad 77 Bus 
Quad 77 Powered 
Rote! RCD930AX 
Rote! RCD9SO 
Yamaha CDCSSS Multi 

£2199.9S 
£3999.9S 
£5999.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 399.95 
£ 3S9.9S 
£ SS9.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 749.9S 
£ 799.95 
£1S99.9S 

£ 967.9S 
£ I S9.9S 
£ 199.95 

£ 229.9S 
£ 279.9S 
£ 799.9S 
£ 399.95 
£ 694.95 
£ 299.9S 
£ 499.9S 

£ 319.9S 
£ SI9.9S 
£ 999.9S 
£1399.9S 
£ 899.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 499.9S 
£ 994.9S 
£1094.9S 
£1244.9S 
£1684.9S 
£ 349.9S 
£ S99.9S 
£ 749.9S 
£ 949.9S 
£ 699.9S 
£ 749.9S 
£ 99.9S 

P.O.A. 
£1299.95 
£ 699.9S 
£ 899.9S 
£ 179.9S 
£ 249.9S 
£ 199.9S 

A minimum balance of £400 after a I 0% 
deposit. followed by 6 equal monthly payments. 

Example, Cost: £I 000 Deposit: £I 00, followed 
by 6 equal Monthly Payments of:£ I SO 

A minimum balance of £400 after a 25% 
deposit. followed by 9 equal monthly payments. 

A minimum balance of £400 after a 50% 

deposit. followed by 12 equal monthly 

A minimum balance of £I 000 after a 20% 
deposit, followed by 18 equal monthly 

A minimum balance of £2000 after a 20% 

deposit, followed by 24 equal monthly 



ADDED VALUE PRODUCT SELECTION 

the finest selection of quality hi fi for everyone's budget 

AMPLIFIERS 

Denon PMA250SE 
Denon PMA350SE 
Harman HK61 0 
Marantz PM66SE 
Nad 310 
Nad 312 
Nad 314 
MINI/MICROS 

Denon DC I inc spks 
Denon DM03 inc spks 
Denon DC30 inc spks 
Denon D77 ex spks 
Denon D77W ex spks 
Denon DF07 ex spks 
Denon D99W ex spks 
Denon DF I 0 ex spks 
CASSET T E  DECKS 

Denon DRM550 
Denon DRM650S 
Denon DRW580 Twin 
Nad 613 
Nad 616 Twin 
Pioneer C T S250 
Pioneer CTW205R Twin 
Pioneer C T S550S 
Pioneer CT S830S 
Teac V8030S 
HOME CINEMA 

Celestion HT in a box Package 
Denon AVR900 Receiver 
Denon AVC77 
Denon LA2300 
Harman A VII 00 
Harman AVR80 
JBL MR 
JBL T LXAV5 
Kef 60S 
Kef 80C 
Kef 90 

Processor 
Laser Disc 
Amp 
Receiver 
Centre 
Package 
Surround (Pr) 
Centre 
Centre 

£ 159.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 179.95 
£ 229.95 
£ 99.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 259.9S 

£ 379.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 649.95 
£ 699.95 
£ 649.95 
£ 899.95 
£ 999.95 

£ 159.9S 
£ 229.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 229.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 159.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 649.95 

£ 749.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 529.95 
£ 249.95 
£1499.95 
£ 99.95 
£ 374.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 129.95 
£ 259.95 

Kef 100 
Kef 308 
Mission 73S 
Mission 73C 

Centre 
Sub 
Surround (Pr) 
Centre 

Mission 75C Centre 
Mission AV2 Package 
Mordaunt Short T I 000 Centre 
Nad AV7 16 Receiver 
Polk CS250 Centre 
Polk RT FX Surround (Pr) 
Polk RM5300 Package 
Rei Q 50 Sub 
Rei QIOO Sub 
Rei Strata 11 Sub 
Rei Storm Sub 
Rei Stadium 11 Sub 
Rei Stentor 11 Sub 
Tannoy 628 Surround (Pr) 
Wharfedale Valdus Centre 
SPEAKERS 

GLL ICIOO 
GLL ICIIO 
GLL ICI20 
Kef Coda 7 
Kef Coda 8 
Kef Coda 9 
Mission 731 i 
Mission 731 LE 
Mission 732 
Mission 733 
Mission 734 
Mission 75 If (Deluxe extra) 

Mission 752f (Deluxe extra) 
Mission 753f (Deluxe extra) 
Mission 754f (Deluxe extra) 
Mordaunt Short VS300 
Mordaunt Short MS05i 
Mordaunt Short MS I Oi 

Mordaunt Short MS20i 
Mordaunt Short MS I Oi Classic 

£ 359.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 99.95 
£ 149.95 
£249.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 239.95 
£ 599.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 999.95 
£ 374.95 
£ 474.95 
£ 574.95 
£ 694.95 
£ 994.95 
£1794.94 
£ 149.95 
£ 99.95 

£ 169.95 
£ 299.95 
£419.95 
£ 129.95 
£ 189.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 129.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 329.95 
£ 499.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 579.95 
£ 799.95 
£1299.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 99.95 
£ 139.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 279.95 

Mordaunt Short MS25i 
Polk RT 3 
Polk RT 5 
Polk RT 8 
Tannoy 63 I SE 
Tannoy 632 Profile Plus 
T DL RTL2 New 
T DL RTLJ New 
TURNTABLES 

Nad 533 inc. cart 
TUNERS 

Denon TU260L 
Denon TU215RDS 
Harman TU930 
Nad 4 12 
Nad 414RDS 
CD PLAYERS 

Denon DCD425 
Denon DCD625 
Denon DCD825 
Harman FL8300 Multi 
Harman HD710 
Marantz CD67 
Marantz CD63SE 
Marantz CD 17 
Marantz CD 17 Kl Signature 
Nad 510 
Nad 512 
Nad 515 Multi 
Pioneer PDF605 Multi 
Pioneer PDF905 Multi 
Teac D TI DAC 
Teac VRDST I Transport 
Teac VRDS7 
Teac VRDS I O SE 
Teac VRDS25 

£ 299.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 399.95 
£ 169.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 279.95 
£ 399.95 

£219.95 

£ 119.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 149.95 
£ 189.95 
£ 249.95 

£ 149.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 239.95 
£ 299.95 
£ 199.95 
£269.95 
£ 349.95 
£ 799.95 
£1299.95 
£ 199.95 
£ 249.95 
£ 349.95 
£229.95 
£ 399.95 
£449.95 
£549.95 
£649.95 
£849.95 
£1299.95 

Offer valid until December 24, 1996 E&OE © 

Please telephone to verify price and availability 
before travelling. 



SEVENOAKS SUPERDEALS PRODUCT SELECTION 

fantastic hi fi bargains on many leading brands 

AMPLIFIERS CASSET T E  DECKS TURNTABLES 

Kenwood KA3020SE � £ 169.00 Sansui - Cassette Decks from £ 79.00 Technics SLI21 0 11 � £349.00 

Marantz PM55SE � £ 159.00 SonyTCK661S � £229.00 TUNERS 

Pioneer A405R � £ 189.00 Sony T CKA6ES � £449.00 Pioneer F204RDS f....H-9 £ 99.00 

Pioneer A605R f..-W9 £ 339.00 
Teac V610 �£ 79.00 Sansui -Tuners from £ 69.00 

Rotel RA920AX f-+1..9 £ 99.00 
�£ 89.00 

Sony ST S261 f....H-9 £ 119.00 

Sansui - Amps from £ 89.00 
Teac W416 Twin 

Sony ST SA3ES � £219.00 
Sony TAF246E � £ 149.00 Technics RSBX50 I K � £159.00 

CD PLAYERS 
Sony TAF448E � £199.00 Technics RSTR474 Twin� £ 179.00 

Arcam Alpha 5+ � £ 299.00 
SonyTAFA3ES f..-W9 £ 349.00 HOME C::INEMA Arcam Alpha 6 � £399.00 
Technics SUA600 Mkll � £ 189.00 JVC RX616RBK (Re<)H41il £ 249.00 Audio Alchemy DAC � £ 179.00 
Technics SUA800D f..-W9 £319.00 Kenwood KRV7080 (Reo)� £ 299.00 JVC XLV284 f....H-9 £ 99.00 
Technics SUA900 Mkll � £ 359.00 Pioneer VSX505RDS (Re<)� £ 249.00 Kenwood DP3080 � £ 139.00 
MINI/MICRO$ Pioneer CLD-D515-I � £ 479.00 Marantz CD46 � £ 119.00 
Mention this magazine to claim Pioneer CLD-D925 LD � £ 699.00 Musical Fidelity X I OD £ 99.00 
these special mini/micro prices 

Polk PSWIOO (Sub)� £269.00 Phi lips CD60 I £ 59.00 
Aiwa XRM6 inc spks H49 £ 299.00 

Rei Q Bass (Sub)H4!il £269.00 Pioneer PDS505 � £ 149.00 
Aiwa LCX I 00 inc spks � £ 129.00 Pioneer PDS705 � £ 229.00 
Aiwa NSXV71 0 inc spks � £ 239.00 Sansui - A/V Receivers from £ 189.00 

Sansui - CD Players from £ 79.00 
Aiwa NSXVSOO inc spks H49 £ 279.00 SonyTAVA8ES (Amp)� £ 599.00 

Sony CDP361 � £109.00 
Aiwa NSXAV70 inc spks f..-W9 £ 329.00 Tannoy 625ALF (Sub)� £ 269.00 

Sony CDPXE300 f....H-9 £ 119.00 
Aiwa NSXAV90 inc spks � £ 399.00 Technics SAEX300 (Re<)� £219.00 Sony CDPCE I 05 Multi � £ 129.00 
]VC Adagio D4T inc spks � £ 269.00 Technics SAEX700 (Reo)� £ 379.00 Sony CDP761 E � £ 199.00 
JVC UXD66 inc spks � £ 329.00 SPEAKERS Sony CDPXE900E � £ 239.00 
JVC UXC30 inc spks � £ 219.00 Sony SSI76E � £ 159.00 Technics SLPG480AK f....H-9 £ 109.00 
JVC UX I 000 inc spks � £ 229.00 

Sony SS 176EB � £ 219.00 Technics SLPG580AK � £ 139.00 
Kenwood UD553 inc spks � £499.00 

Tangent 3 £ 59.00 Technics SLPD887 � £179.00 
Pioneer N460G inc spks f..-W9 £ 359.00 

Pioneer NS60M inc spks � £ 399.00 Tangent 5 £ 79.00 
NB - limited stocks on some models. 

Pioneer N760M inc spks � £ 539.00 Tangent 9 £ 149.00 Offer valid until December 24. 1996 E&OE © 

Sony MHC80 I inc spks f..-W9 £ 299.00 Tangent 11 £ 179.00 Please telephone to verify price and availability 

Sony MHC881 inc spks � £ 379:00 Tannoy 631 �£ 79.00 
before travelling. 



T 
Grahams Hi-Fi 

provides 
The Complete Solution 

"One of the five 

best hi-fi shops 

in the world" 

• IDENTIFY • 

We help you identify what you want 

• DEMONSTRATE • 

Listen to the differences! 

• DESIGN • 

Custom install software/full schematics & wiring diagrams 

• PLAN • 

Long term solutions for the home of the future 

• INTEGRATION • 

Work with architects, designers, builders, on-site 
contractors. Link with TV /satellite/phones/security/ 

complete home automation 

• HOME CINEMA • 

Linn, Naim, Meridian, Yamaha 

• EXPERIENCE • 

70 years trading; fully trained, expert staff 

• ENGINEERING • 

In-house & contract fabrication 

• INSTALLATIO • 

Specially trained installation team 

• PROJECTIO TV • 

Front/rear CRT, LCD, motorised screens 

• CUSTOMERS • 

80% existing customers and by recommendation 

Quality * Performance *Value 

GRAHAffiS HI·FI 
-

Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London N1 7BS 
'fi" 0171 226 5500 Fax: 0171 359 7620 

E-Mail: enq@grahams.co.uk http://W'IVW.grahams.co.uk 

� 
The New Col 

The Chor 
n from 
pany 

Call, lax or write for more information 

The Chord Company, 30a Sarum Business Park, Portway, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire SP4 6EA. Tel: 01722 331674 Fax: 01722 411388 

AEL 
Acoustics subwoofers 

MAGNUM 
Amplifiers 

We stock the fu 11 range of 
these U_K_ "Best Buv" 

products_ 

Ten dav home trial 
welcome_ 

Visa, Mail Order. 

Ask about ex demo stock 

Call Hertford Music 
01992 442425 



HINTS AND TIPS SPECIAL 

Prepare before 
I 
11 

You know that saying, "You don't want to do it like that, you want to do it like this"? 

That's our Jimmy Hughes all over, that is ... 

B 
uying great equipment is 
just the beginning. Unless 
it is set up and adjusted 
properly, the sound it pro
duces may disappoint. 

And it's almost impossible to get 
good sound if your electrical 
connections aren't clean and 
tight. So always begin your set
up routine by checking that 
plugs and sockets are free from 
tarnish. Next, make sure all 
connections are firm and that 
contacts are solid. 

In an ideal world, wires 
should be soldered to plugs, 
though a tightly-crimped con
nection can be just as satisfac
tory. Don't just check out signal 
cables; mains wiring is every bit 
as important. Always disconnect 
equipment from the mains and 
seek expert advice before inves
tigating things in detail! 

Avoid mains plugs and dis
tribution boards that have neon 
power lamps, as these can lead 
to a grainy sound. Also, consider 
replacing stranded mains cabling 
with solid-core-type where 
appropriate. Again, you should 
get a cleaner, less grainy sound. 

If your equipment has a 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

detachable mains lead using the 
popular three-pin IEC plug, it's 
possible to buy ready-made 
solid-core replacement cables 
from DNM [� (01277) 
227355]. The company 
also offers a special 
s o l i d - c o r e - w i r e d  
13amp mains distri
bution board for 
audio use. 

Where your hi-
fi sits can signifi
candy alter the way 
it sounds, so don't 
overlook this vital 
aspect of installation. 
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  
brands of audio support 
available, but most con
sist of a rigid-steel frame 
with spiked feet and shelves. 

Realising that a good sup
port platform could noticeably 
alter the perceived sound 
of a system led to the use of 
a lightweight suspended shelf 
that would not store energy. 
It was left to London dealer The 
Sound Organisation to market a 
purpose-designed support stand 
-primarily intended for Linn's 
LP12 turntable. 

Ideally, loudspeakers should be 

placed so that their tweeters are 

at ear height. However, placing 

the boxes near the ceiling, facing 

However, it soon became 
clear that other components, like 
amplifiers and cassette decks, 
also gave improved sound when 
placed on such a platform. The 
improvement was so noticeable, 
it made sense to site the whole 
system on purpose-built sup
ports. Mana Acoustics has taken 
the concept to its logical conclu
sion with highly rigid stands. 

It must be hard for sceptics to 
accept that equipment stands 
can have anything more than a 
subtle influence on sound qual
ity. But once you experience the 
cumulative effect of multi-tier 
Man a tables, you'll beg to differ! 

Stands are crucially impor-

rant to the sound of speakers, 
too. In this case the aim is to pro
vide a solid foundation for the 
speaker, so that spurious move-

ment is greatly reduced. This 
enables the drive-unit 

cone to translate its 
movement into 

s o u n d 
efficiently . 
To achieve 

m a x i m u m  
rigidity, it's useful to weight 
down the speaker stand with 
sand or lead shot. Doing this 
improves focus and detail, lead
ing to a more tactile and articu
late sound that has greater 
immediacy and attack, plus 
increased firmness and stability. 

Where spikes are used to pro
vide an interface, it's vital that 
they're adjusted to the right 
height. This helps ensure an even 
spread of support, with no wob
ble or 'chatter'. Stands with glass 
shelves are particularly demand
ing of correct adjustment. 

You must always remove the..,.. 
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With his Cyberwave FMH3000 from Vivanco, Norman can now enjoy 

the sound of his favourite music, TV programmes and educational 

tapes, anywhere in his house or garden.* 

To share in Norman's new freedom and improved quality of life, fill in 

this coupon or call the number below to find out more. 

*range: up to 30 metres 

Phone 01442 230765 (24 hr answerphone) quote ref: 

I would like the name of my nearest Cyberwave stockist 

I would like more information on the new Cyberwave FMH3000 

D please tick 

D please tick 

HFC B.B.96 
or fax this form to 01442 235421 

or post to Vivanco UK, Unit C, Boundary Way, 

Hemel Hempstead, Herts. HP2 755 



.,_. equipment from the shelf being 
set, to ensure the spikes are at the 
correct height. If you don't 
remove the component, its mass 

may cause the shelf to bend 

slightly, making it tricky to get 

each spike adjusted optimally. 
Likewise, speakers should be 
removed from stands when 
you're adjusting floor spikes to 
compensate for uneven surfaces. 

Use a spirit level to ensure the 

stand is properly levelled- this 

is particularly important for 
components like turntables. 

Because many floors are uneven, 

you should reset the spikes if ever 
the stand is moved. Sometimes, 

even partially dismantling a 
stand (for cleaning, say) can 
result in slight changes to spike 
height, if the point beds into a 

different part of your floor. 
While there is great merit in 

having rigid supports, many 
pundits advocate the use of 

decoupling platforms like the 

Townshend Seismic Sink [1::: 
(0181) 979 2155]. Turntables 
are very sensitive to external 
vibration, and some have only 

limited suspension. If footfall 
problems cause your turntable 

or CD player to jump when you 

walk past, investigate the use of 

an isolation platform. 

Position your speakers! 
Back in the 1970s, loudspeakers 
were regarded as the most 
important link in the hi-fi chain. 

Since that time, opinion has 
come to favour source compo
nents as determinants of a sys

tem's performance. There is 

merit in both points of view, but 
it's hard not to overestimate the 

importance of choosing the right 

speakers and positioning them 
correctly. 

The classic stereo speaker set
up has two enclosures spaced 
about eight to 12 feet apart, with 
the listener sat about the same 
distance away to form an equi
lateral triangle. You can vary 

these dimensions a little without 

Mana Acoustics have made 
spikes into an art-form. 

HI-FJ CHOICE 
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Your whole system will benefit 
from good supports. 

serious mishap, but having the 
speakers too far apart may lead 
to wide central images - the 
'hole in the middle' effect. 

Placing speakers too close 
together ea uses a lack of stereo 

breadth and width. 

It's worth experimenting 

with placing the speakers in dif

ferent parts of the room. Often, 
speaker positions are dictated by 
seating arrangements and furni
ture, but if you can try alterna
tive sites, benefits may result. 

Usually, you should set the 

height of the speaker so that the 

tweeter (high-frequency) unit is 

at ear level. This should help 

sharpen stereo imagery, and 

ensure that directional high fre

quencies are not lost. However, 

it can result in a tonal balance 
that is too bright and forward. 

When this occurs, turn the 
speakers inwards so that their 

axes cross at a point in front of 

the listener. A less purist alter

native would be to mount the 

speakers up high, near the ceil

ing. The latter arrangement gives 

a lovely, even spread of sound, 
albeit with a diffuse soundstage. 

Hi-fi is unpredictable, and 
sometimes the best solution to a 

problem will be totally unex
pected. For example, faced with 
a sound that lacked depth and 

treble brilliance, who would 

think that the best cure might be 

HINTS AND TIPS SPECIAL 

to add a sub-woofer. Yet it's sur
prising just how vital it is for 

overall fidelity, to reproduce sig
nals of 20Hz and below. 

Even large speakers can ben

efit, let alone small stand

mounted types, which probably 

offer little useful output below 
50Hz- whatever the spec says. 
A good sub can greatly improve 
imaging and depth, while 
imparting a lovely, rich sheen to 
the upper frequencies. 

Even when you play record

ings of instruments that seem to 

have little or no deep bass, the 

effect can be quite startling. A 
good sub isn't just for bass freaks 

who want to shake the room. 

Hommopathic remedies 
• Removal of speaker grilles is 

strongly recommended by many 
pundits, but do listen and com

pare before consigning yours to 
oblivion. Sure, you'll get a 

sharper, more immediate sound 

with the grilles off, but with them 
on, things should sound more 
homogeneous and integrated. 

A quick A/B comparison with 
grilles on and off will probably 

favour the latter, but see how 
you feel over a longer period. If, 

minus grilles, things sound 

slightly fatiguing, try listening for 

a whole evening with grilles on, 

and see if you enjoy the experience 

more. It's easy to be impressed 

by a bit of extra bite and imme
diacy, only to lose warmth and 

integration in the process. 
• If CD is your main source, 

and your amp has a tape-moni

tor button, using the tape input 

instead of the CD input may 

improve the sound. This is 
because the tape input takes the 

signal via a shorter path, bypass
ing the main input selector. The 

amplifier must have a separate 
tape-monitor button or switch 
for this to work, though. 
• Many integrated amps have 
two sets of speaker terminals, 

marked A and B, and logically, 
most users usually plump for set 

A. However, these often reside 
above set B, and because they're 

physically further from the amp's 
main circuit board, they don't 
sound as good as the 'B' termi

nals. Sometimes swapping from 

A to B can make a surprisingly 

large difference. 
• This may be a right pain, but 
you'll find your main source 
sounds best if you don't have 
extra sources connected to the 

amplifier at the same time. If CD 
is your principal source, but you 

also have LP, tuner, tape and 

video connected, try this test. 

Play a vivid-sounding CD 
and listen; then play again, hav

ing disconnected all other 
sources. Keep volume levels 
identical. Music should sound 
'louder' and livelier when the 

amp has only one source con
nected; there should be firmer, 

deeper, more powerful bass, plus 

greater fine detail and presence. 

It's a moot point whether any 

benefits are worth the hassle of 

connecting each individual 

source component every time 
you want to listen. One for the 

serious anorak only? Needless to 
say, I listen this way ... 

• Those with only one source, or 
dedicated enough to connect 

only the source on audition, will 

find it beneficial to make up 

shorting plugs to short-circuit all 

the amp's unused input sockets. 
Older readers may recall that 

some 1970sjapanese amps were 

actually supplied with such 
plugs - no-one knew why at 
the time! Take care when short
ing-out the amp's tape record 

outputs. Unless these are 

buffered, and thus protected, 
you might find shorting plugs 

degrade the sound instead. 
• Finally, something that defies 

logical explanation: the way CD 
players seem to sound better 
when played from rest. John 
'Ringmat' Rogers showed me 
this one, and it's bizarre. Play a 
CD by a selecting a track before 
the disc has started spinning. 

Then cue the same track, but this 

time with the disc spinning 
already. I think you'll find the 
sound equally impressive second 
time around. 

If you cue from stop, listen, 
then press pause, or forward/ 

reverse shuttle, you should 

notice the sound losing some of 

its freshness. The best sound 
seems to occur when you go 
straight to the desired track from 
stop. Strange, huh? � 
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Malcolm Steward dispenses wise hi-fi advice with a toothsome smile and a cheeky wink. 
Send your hi-fi queries to 'Help!' at the usual address (page 145) or 100433.1130@compuserve.com. We regret that we cannot answer individual queries on a personal basis. 

ue .. y ft e �nonth 
Brought to you in association with B&W Loudspeakers! 
We' re awarding a pab of B&W DM60 I speaken, worth £200, to the writer of this 

month's best query. These superb 14-litrn enclosures sport one of B&W' s famous 

120mm Kevlar mid/bass drive-units, which come with a cast-aHoy bame, leading to 

sound quality that is praised for its sense of authority and soundstaging. Wow! 

Cartridge confusion 
My present system consists of a pair of JPW Pl speakers on Heybrook stands, a AD 3020i 
amp and a Yamaha KX-380 cassette deck. Recently, I picked up a secondhand Thorens 
TD160 turntable and SME Series IIl tonearm from a junk shop. I fitted a new drive belt and 
borrowed an Audio Technica AT-91 cartridge from a friend. Fortunately, the instructions for the 

arm had been supplied, although setting it up was still a small nightmare. The results have been 

amazing, to say the least; my previous experience of records was with a cheap midi system before 
the separates were purchased. 

I do feel, however, that in comparison with the cassette deck, the bass could be a bit more 
powerful, and voices seem to have very harsh sibilance on some records, which is annoying. 
Obviously, the cartridge is only a very cheap one, and this is where I need advice on something bet
ter. The manual for the arm had some information about a Shure M75 cartridge with it, but this 
was not on the deck, and I am informed it is no longer available. I am willing to pay a fair amount 
for one, but please don't suggest something that costs a few hundred pounds! 
Richard Pardoe- Williams, via the Internet 

The Shure cartridge was a high

compliance design, ideally 

suited to your old SME arm. 
Nowadays, most cartridges 
have lower compliance and 
will work best in a more 
modern tonearm. So, I'd look 

for a Rega RB250 or RB300 (right) - secondhand examples cost next to nothing- and bolt into 
it a cartridge, such as a Denon DLllO or Rega Elys. You'll need a new arm-board to fit the Rega to 

your deck, so u;hile the Thorens is being dismantled, you should give it a complete overhaul: read

just its suspension, replace the oil in its main bearing and clean all the mating surfaces. 

T d optimise the deck's bass, search around for a suitable support for the deck- suspended sub

chassis turntables tend to be very sensitive about what's underneath their feet. See if your 'junk 
shop' has any Sound Organisation tables or similar hidden away. 

For a better sound-

Too laid back 
I want to upgrade my Technics 

SLP-377A CD player, which I 

think may be causing my 
system to sound unbalanced. 

As there are so many players 
between £200 and £350, I 
would appreciate some advice 
on which ones to audition. 

I would like more open
ness, a better soundstage, more 
detail and less hardness and 
brittleness on vocals. If I try 
warmer-sounding equipment (I 
listened to a Technics SUA-800 
amp before I bought the Sugden 
OPT 80) my TDL RTL2s just 
sound too rich and warm in the 
bass. Also, vocals seemed to be 
too laid back, as if right at the 
back of the soundstage. The 
Sugden solved this problem and 
KAR interconnects did give a 
little warmth to the midrange 

and treble without losing too 

much detail. 

I have tried a Teac CDJ CD 

player, which sounded good 
because it didn't over empha
sise the bass - a problem I 
found with some of the other 
amps I tried. 

S. P. Guest, Rotherham, Yorks. 

Compare the Teac to other 

players at the top end of your 
budget limit, such as · the 

Kenwood DP7060, Onkyo's 
DX750, NAD's 514 and the 
Rote/ RCD970BX. Remember, 
however, that changes to your 
CD player might also require 
you to reposition your loud
speakers, to maintain their 
correct tonal and timing bal
ance. In your case, try moving 
them closer to, or further from, 

the rear wall to optimise bass 

weight, midrange clarity and 
soundstaging. 

What amplification? 
I have a Sony CDP312 CD 
player and a pair of Mordaunt
Short MS10s. Could you please 



Try Nairn's NAIT3 with the MS lOs 

for a most pleasing sound. 

give me some advice on what 

amp would suit this combina

tion. I have been looking at 

various integrated amps, 
including the Yamaha A¥1070 
and Musical Fidelity's E10 and 
£100, along with AV amps like 
Denon's AVC 2800 and Arcam's 

Xeta One. I'm open to sugges

tions of anything you would 

consider a better buy. I can go 

up to about £800. 
Can you also tell me what 

these phrases mean: bridged 
mono and bi-wired. I am a bit 
new to all this and some of the 
technical phrases are double 
Dutch to me. Are there any 

books on the market that could 
walk me through the wonderful 

world of hi-fi? 

Simon Fearnley, Hong Kong. 

The user-friendly MSlOs will 
work with a budget amplifier 
or a top-notch model, sounding 
good with the former and sig
nificantly better with the latter. 
However, despite their accom
modating nature, l think you'll 
find they'll be more rewarding 
with a dedicated hi-fi amplifier 
than with an A V model, if 
you 're looking for the best per
formance with musical material. 
Some of the most pleasing 
sounds I've heard emerge from 
this speaker have been pro
duced by Arcam's Alpha 5+ 
and Nairn's NA1T3, so they 
would be good choices to 
audition first. 

Bridged mono operation is a 
facility provided by some 
power amplifiers, whereby 
their two stereo channels can be 
combined to produce one, sig
nificantly more powerful mono 
channel. Obviously, you then 
need to use another identical 
bridged amplifier for stereo. 

Bi-wiring simply means con
necting your speakers to your 
amplifier with two sets of 
cables per speaker; both con
nect to the same terminals at 
the amplifier, but one cable 
connects to the treble unit while 
the other connects to the bass 
unit at the speaker end. 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

Bi-amping involves connecting 
each drive unit to its own 
amplifier: one stereo power 
amplifier can drive the left 
speaker while the other drives 
the right; or one amplifier can 
drive the left and right tweeters 
while the second drives the left 
and right bass units. It sounds 
trickier than it is. (Lots of hi-fi 
terms explained in our new 
Glossary, p.99-Ed.) 

Try before you buy 
I recently upgraded my Philips 
CD player, replacing it with a 
Rote! RCD965BX, on the basis 
of consistent recommendations 

in Hi-Fi Choice over a long 

period of time. I was very 

pleased with the result - the 

sound from my Creek 4040 

amplifier and Celestion 3 
speakers was transformed into 
an altogether sweeter and more 

Heystak was made for RCD965BX. 

detailed presentation of music. 

The bass, however, left much to 

be desired and was less well 

defined than before. 
I bought, on recommenda

tion from another magazine, 
the 'best-selling amplifier made 

in the UK', namely an Arcam 

Alpha 6 Plus. I was unable to 

audition it with the now dis

continued Rote! CD player, but 

was assured that it would go 

very well with it. It certainly 

improved the bass but in other 
respects there was not the dra

matic improvement I expected. 
It seems, from your comments, 

that the Alpha partners some 

equipment well and others not 
so well. I intend to trade mine 

in at the earliest opportunity. 

However, I want to upgrade my 

speakers first, preferably to 

some decent floorstanders that 

will make the most of the qual
ities of the RCD965 BX. 

Could you recommend a 
short-list of suitable amps and 
speakers, say £300 to £500 in 

each case? 

K.P. Smith, Mansfield, Notts. 

You have, at least, learned one 
valuable lesson: never buy any
thing you've not heard demon
strated to your satisfaction. 
Have you considered taking the 
amplifier back to the dealer and 
asking him to exchange it for 
something that better matches 
your system? 

The RCD965BX was-and 
still is in many respects - an 
outstanding machine, but its 
generosity in the low end did 
make its performance rather 
more system dependent than 
most. It used to work extraor
dinarily well with the early 
Pioneer A-400 and Mission 
760s, for example. With other 
components that didn't have 
the requisite complementary 
features, however, it could be 
far less rewarding. 

Basically, the RCD965BX 
needs partnering with a tight
sounding amplifier and speak
ers that provide no excessive lift 
in the bass. Potentially suitable 

lliBM 

audition candidates would be 
the Audio/ab SOOOA or Cyrus 
Ill amplifiers, with speakers 
such as the Rega ELA or 
Heybrook Heystak. 

Pace and timing 
My system currently comprises 
an Arcam Delta 250 and Black 

Box 50, Arcam Delta 290 and 

290P, Epos ES14s with dedicat

ed stands, Audioquest Quartz, 
Video 2 and Crystal cables, and 

a Soundstyle Tristand. 
The improvements I'm seek

ing are in the area of pace and 
timing with female vocals, 
classical music (including a 
great deal of solo piano) and 

light jazz and blues. 

I have listened to the Nairn 

Audio 'one way street', but 

found that I lost out in the 

female vocal department. 
Should I explore the talents 
of the Epos' 14s with a change 
of amplifier - perhaps the 
Exposure 18 and 19? 

Alternatively, do I bin the 
speakers and move upmarket in 

that department, to gain the 

timing I am missing? 

P.C. ]ones, Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia. 

ES14s demand top-quality amps. 

As it happens, the ES 14s -
which time beautifully when 
suitably driven- were designed 
using Naim NAC32, HiCap 
and NAP250 amplification, 
and I've yet to hear them fully 
exploited by anything less. 
They're candid, revealing 
speakers, which demand to be 
fed by a top-quality source and 
amplifier combination. 

I would investigate ampli-
fiers in the upper echelons of 
the Naim and Exposure ranges, 
along with CD players from .... 
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Don't scrimp on the CD player

give Trichord's Genesis an audition. 

� Nairn or Micromega, before 
you decide to 'bin' the speakers. 
Sort out the amplifiers first and, 
if you decide to hang on to the 

Arcam CD player, investigate 
alternative interconnects, as I 

reckon you'll find those from 
the Chord Company will con
vey timing information better. 

CD ol' CYftls Ill? 
About two years ago I bought 

the following system: a Cyrus II 

amp, Marantz CD52SE and 
Mission 753 speakers. I'm not 

quite sure where to go from 

here, and look to you for advice. 

Should I change my amp to the 
new Cyrus Ill with remote? 

I like my system, although I 
still think something is missing, 
but I don't know what. 

My speakers are hi-wired 

with cable that was supplied by 

the shop I bought them from. Do 

you think this is the problem or 

could it be the CD? I also use the 

supplied interconnects- do you 

suggest an upgrade? 
I usually listen to pop, rock 

and some dance. 
]ason Byrne, via the Internet 

Buying a new CD player is your 
priority. The CD52SE is a good 
budget machine, but it's not 
capable enough to use with 
speakers such as the 753s, 
which need a supremely tidy, 
controlled feed to function as 
their designer intended. After
wards, you can think about 
switching to a Cyrus liT, which 
would be a good move, as it's a 
more balanced and a better
sounding product than its 
predecessor. Don't scrimp on 
the CD player, though; spend
ing up to £1,000 on a player 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

for your system wouldn't be 
unreasonable. 

Start your search by audition
ing players at the Micromega 
Sta ge 4, Arcam Alpha 8 and 

Trichord Genesis level. 

Tune into Naim 
I have a system consisting of a 
Rote! RCD965LE, Metaxas 
Ikarus 11 integrated amplifier 
and Ruark Talisman IT speakers. 

I want to add a good tuner, 
since I wish to listen to live FM 

broadcasts. 

I'm considering the Audiolab 

SOOOT, but I've also short

listed the Nairn NAT3, Rote! 
RT990 Micromega Tuner and 

the Rote! Michi RHT-10, which 
has been recommended to me. 
These tuners are all within my 
£500 to £900 price range. 

What is your advice relating 

to future digital cable broad

casting (DBB) in the context of 

the tuners mentioned above? 

Carsten Poulsen, Aarhus, 
Denmark. 

My preference is for the Naim 

NAT03, which I feel best cap
tures the ene1·gy and atmos

phere of live broadcasts. It's 

not as feature-laden a device as 
the Micromega and Audio/ab 
models, which are also fine per
formers. You might find the 
latter two preferable if you like 

to statio11-hop and can't live 

without preset tuning. All of 

these tuners, however, need 
connecting to a serious antenna 
to get the best from them. 

As far as digital cable broad-
· 

casting is concerned, you'll 
need a DAB receiver to access it, 
and I don't know of any hi-fi 
manufacturers currently pro
ducing such a device. However, 

I wouldn't worry unduly about 
it, because even when it 

becomes widespread it won't 

oust FM radio. 

Ilia! M 

Noctul'nall'adio 
I have a specific requirement 

that, to my knowledge, does 
not seem to be available, but I 

hope your magazine resources 

will be able to help. 
Due to the nocturnal broad

casting traits of Radio 3 with ref

erence to jazz transmissions, I 
have had to resort to using the 

timer function built into a Sony 
mini-separates system, to record 

said programmes. Unfortunately, 

certain live concerts exceed two 

hours - the length of the longest 
compact tape. 

My question is: are there 

any double-deck tape units that 

have recording heads in both 

decks, with a relay command 
and a timer within, so that I 
could hook that up to a tuner to 
record using two C120 tapes? 

This would provide four hours 
for a concert broadcast. 
A.]. Frost, Cardiff. 

There's a simple answer to the 
four-hours-on-one-tape un
attended recording conun
drum: it's called a VCR. 

Patch your tuner's output to 

the audio input of your video 
recorder and set the timer as 

you would for taping a regular 

TV show. If your VCR has an 
LP function, you can squeeze 
eight-hours of music onto one 

E240 tape. The other solution, 
which is hardly as convenient, 
is to drink loads of coffee and 
sit up all night. 

I would also advise against 
using 120-minute cassettes if 
you want to take care of your 

audio deck: they're more prone 

to shedding and jamming than 
C60s and C90s. 

For live broadcasts, Nairn's NAT3 captures the energy and atmosphere brilliantly. 
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� Good budget sound 
I own a system that is com

posed of a Marantz CD-50 CD 

player, Cambridge Audio PSO 
amp, Marantz SD-50 cassette 
deck, Marantz ST-50 tuner and 
Sony speakers, which need to 
be replaced urgently. 

I listen mainly to rock, but 

also enjoy classical music. I'd 

like to achieve good soundstag
ing, deeper bass and clearer treble. 

Choosing speakers is always 

a difficult task, so I'd be grate
ful if you could give me your 
valued opinion about the mod
els you consider most advisable 

for my system. I'm prepared to 

spend up to £500. 
Pedro Silva, Am adora, 

Portugal. 

Don't spend £500 on speakers 
until you've upgraded the rest 
of your system- you'll make it 
sound worse instead of better. 
Pick a sfJeaker that will exploit 
the system's strengths rather 
than reveal its weaknesses. 
Controlled, deep bass and pris

tine treble are generally the pre
serve of more sophisticated CD 

players and tuners in particular. 

Given your tastes, I would 
suggest you start by listening to 
speakers such as the Mordaunt
Short MS10i - or MS25i if 

you prefer a floorstander -
the B&W DM601 and the 
Tmmoy 632. 

Dropping out 
My system includes an Oracle 

Alexandria, Linn Jttok , Denon 

304, Denon 3560 CD player 

with Stax Dac-talent, NAD 
3500 tuner, Denon 44HX 
cassette player, Tandberg 3018 A 
preamplifier, Electrocompaniet 
AWlOO DM poweramp, Stax 
Lambda Sig, SRM T head

phones and Celestion SL700SE 
speakers. 

I have a large LP collection, 

and use my turntable a lot but, 
as I enjoy purchasing new 
recordings, my CD collection is 
growing fast. 

As many others have experi
enced, I 'drop out' of the music 

while listening to CDs. Is this 
because my CD player isn't 

good enough? Is it outdated? 

Would even cheap, new CD 
players outperform my combo? 

I use a green pen to treat the 
edge of my CD collection. I find 
the sound to be less 'stressed' 
by doing so. Should l continue 
treating them in this manner, or 
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From rock to classical music, 
Tannoy's 632 lloorstander suits all. 

will I shorten their lives? 

One of my speaker's treble 

unit has a little deformation. 

Should I replace one or both 

units, or is such a defect impos
sible to hear? 

Sven-Erik Roed, Oslo, 
Norway. 

I find even the best CD players 

less involving than vinyl, 
although Naim's CDS and 
Micromega's top models are 
more satisfying than most. T 
doubt that a modern budget 
player would better your player 
in musical terms, but you might 

find its sound more cosmeti

cally appealing. 

T've gone right off green 
pens since I first tried to un
green a disc T'd painted- my 
CDS doesn't like treated discs. 
Maybe I went about the clean
ing with too much gusto, but 
the scrubbing required ren
dered the disc unplayable. 

As for your tweeters, play a 

mono track through each 
speaker individually, to ascer
tain whether the deformation is 
affecting the performance. 
Naturally, you'll need to listen 
to each speaker in the same 
position - don't just use the 
balance control to swing the 
signal from one to the other. 

As the 700 uses alloy dia

phragms, it's probably hest to 

replace the damaged unit. 
Celestion will tell you whether 
the tweeters are pair-matched, 
in which case you'll have to 
replace both. 

Seriously hot speakers 
My current system comprises a 

Rote! 970BX CD Player, Audio 

Al chemy DIB DAC, Audiolab 

SOOOA amplifier, Audiolab 

SOOOT tuner, and Infinity 

Kap pa S . l i speakers. I use 
Audioquest Ruby interconnects 
and hi-wired Audioquest Type 
4 speaker cables. 

To upgrade the system,


could you suggest a more power

ful amp (perhaps the Audiolab 

C and P combo), or should I go 

for a more 'refined' CD player. 

Although the system sounds 

excellent at low levels, when I 
turn the volume to anything 
past ten, it starts sounding less 

in control of the speakers and 
the amp gets seriously hot. 

Thanasis Katakalos, Sydney, 
Australia. 

I'd be inclined to investigate 
alternative speakers. It sounds 
as though they're working your 
amplifier too hard or making it 
unstable - the SOOOA is usu
ally robust and quite powerful 

llf#!M 

and should11't normally get 

"seriously" hot. 

A different amplifier might 

solve the problem, but that goes 
against my philosophical grain: 
why use a giant amp to drive 
difficult speakers when you can 
simply use more efficient or 

amplifier-friendly speakers? 
However, let's upgrade in 

the proper fashion and sort out 

the source first, because this, 

ultimately, decides how well 

the system will perform. So, 
if you're an Audio/ab fan, 
why not start by taking a look 
at the company's new inte

grated CD player? 

Curing harshness 
My system consists of a Linn 

Axis/Akito record deck, Arcam 

P77 cartridge, Arcam Delta 60 
integrated amplifier, NAD 

6300 cassette deck, B&W 

Series so·o speakers, Beyer 
DT880 headphones, van den 
Hul MC D 102 Mk11 intercon
nects (tape deck) and Kimber 

Powerkord leads. 

My problem is that this sys

tem is not pleasant to listen to. 

The sound is very detailed but 

harsh and very wearing on the 

ears. I have come to the conclu

sion that the Linn Axis is the 
worst offender, so I want to 
replace it. 

My budget would be around 

£300, added to the trade-in 

value of the Linn. What deck 

would you recommend that 

would be neutral and easy on 

the ear but still give me the 
same detail and depth? 

G. Rorke, Southport, 
Merseyside. 

Unless the Axis has changed 
dramatically since I last heard 
one, your system should not be 

sounding harsh. 
I suspect your cartridge is 

mistracking, due to wear, mis
alignment, or insufficient 
downforce. The cure for any of 
these ills will he less costly than 
a turntable upgrade. 
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.... However, if you do decide 
to go the whole hog, I'd suggest 
you look at the Pro-ject 6, 
which should be affordable if 
you can sell or trade-in your 
Axis. There are cheaper decks 
around, but if you're having a 
change, why not make it one 
that will provide you with a 
significant improvement? 

The perfect system? 
I've spent many thousands of 
pounds trying to build the per

fect, or at least a satisfying, 
system. I have a Cyrus Ill amp 
and two pairs of speakers: KEF 

Coda 8 and TDL RTL2. 
I'm looking for a decent CD 

player and more agile, dynamic 
speakers. My budget is around 
£350 to £400 for the CD 

player, and £400 to £500 for 
speakers. I'm using Cable Talk 

Talk 3 speaker cable and Cable 

Talk Monitor 2 interconnects. 

The CD players and speakers 

I'm interested in are the Pioneer 

PD-S703, Marantz CD63SE, 
Monitor Audio MA303, TDL 

RTL3 and Mission 753. 
I mainly listen to rock music 

and I like it big, fast, loud, clear 
and as deep as it comes. 
Renos Pizanis, Cyprus. 

Can 1 suggest you hold off on 
the speakers, spend your 
speaker budget on the CD 
player, and spend your CD 
player budget on an amplifier 
upgrade. That way you'll get 
more from your money and 
longer-lasting satisfaction. 

The Cyrus III is a fine little 
amplifier, which becomes an 
even more attractive proposi
tion when you add a PSX-R 
power supply to it. The PSX-R 
brings more punch and 
panache to the amp's presenta
tion, clarifying the feed to the 
loudspeakers and revealing 
more about what the source is 
doing. And that's why you 
should be looking at a more 
sophisticated CD player, some
thing like the Micromega Stage 
4, Trichord Genesis oT the 
Orelle CDlOOSE. 

Naim upgrade 
I recently heard about the 

Trichord Genesis CD player 
and, after reading an excellent 
review and listening to a few 
others, I decided to get one. 

I would now like to upgrade 
my amp and speakers. I've got a 
15-year-old, 50 Watt Hitachi 
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For the perfect system, match the Cyrus Ill with Orelle's sophisticated CO lOOSE. 

HA5700 MOSFET amp. 

Although it's good, it's also 

very big and doesn't have 
speaker-plug connections, just 
bare wires that go into the back. 

Can you recommend some 

amps that are slightly smaller in 
size, have the right speaker con
nections and would give even 

better sound quality, for up to 

around £600? 

My speakers are IMF Super 
Compact 11, but I'd like you to 

recommend some floor stand

ing speakers for up to £700. 
Anton Martin, Worthing, W. 
Sussex. 

So we're after something small 
in the amp department and tall 
at the transducer end, are we, 
sir? Try a slim-line Naim 
NAIT3 amplifier and the new 
Naim lntro loudspeakers, 
which are fine components in 
their own right and designed to 
work harmoniously as a team. 
Or how about the ultra-com
pact Cyrus III, perhaps, with a 
pair of Mission 752s? The 
Audio/ab 8000A is another 
slim-line offering, and it blends 
well with Monitor Audio's 
MA14 Gold 11 loudspeakers. 

Now off with you for a 
demonstration before I turn 
into John In man. 

Cartridge confusion part 11 
My system of ten years' vintage 
comprises a Revolver turntable 

with Linn Basik tonearm and 
cartridge, NAD 5420 CD, 

Kenwood (Trio) KX.54 cassette 

deck, A & R CambridgeA60 amp 
and Heybrook HB1 speakers. 

The time has come when I 
need to replace the cartridge 
again. Please could you give me 
advice on alternatives to the 
Linn Basik that might improve 
detail and give a clearer sound, 
considering my budget is a 
meagre £50 maximum. At a 

future date, with more money, 

would it be worthwhile spend

ing extra on a cartridge, consid
ering the limitations of the 
Revolver turntable? 

My speaker cables are QED 
79 Strand. Are there others that 
might give me a noticeable 
sound improvement - again, 

not too expensive, please. 

Finally, can you recommend 

a record cleaning/care kit? 

Philip Cundy, West Galilee, 
Israel. 

The obvious cartridge choice 
here is the Audio Technica 
AT95E. Revolver used this as 
the basis for its own cartridge 
many moons ago. The company 
selected samples and then super
glued the stylus assembly into. 
place to improve the structural 
integrity. You might like to try 
that dodge yourself; the car
tridge only costs £19, so replac
ing the whole shebang when the 
stylus wears isn't too painful. 
When you want to get into seri
ous money cartridges upgrade 
to a turntable that's more capa
ble of exploiting them. 

1 would suggest changing 
your speaker cables to Cable 
Talk's Talk 3.1, which, 
although inexpensive, will pro
vide a worthwhile impTove
ment over your 79 Strand. 

As for cleaning records, I 
recommend playing them! 
Unless they're truly abused and 
filthy, the stylus will do a better 
job than any record-cleaning 
widget. For the stylus to do that 
properly, however, it needs to 
be kept scrupulously clean. I 
always tickle my needle with 
Linn's 'green stuff' before play
ing each album side. This 
super-fine abrasive paper 
removes the baked-on crud that 
camel brushes and fluids don't 
touch. The striker from a book 
of safety matches is equally 

effective. If you have any really 
disgusting vinyl, take it to a 
dealer who has a Keith Monks 
cleaning machine. 

Support your system 
My system consists of a DPA 
transport and DAC, Musical 

Fidelity The Pre-amp and two 
bridged Typhoons, and Linn 

Keilidh speakers. The speaker 
cable is Nordost Flatline twin, 

and the interconnects are 
Nordost Blue Angel. I also use 

DPA The Power for the trans
port and DAC, and a four-way 
mains filter for the amps. 

I like to listen to folk, blues 

and rock music. I would like to 

upgrade my system but do not 

know which way to go. I want 

to keep my CD player and 

DAC. Should I look at chang
ing my amps (pre or power, or 

both) or my speakers? I also 
wonder if the system would 
benefit from a rack from M ana. 

My current support is a steel 
table with glass shelves and 

spiked feet that I made myself. 

Carry Rigden, Ash ford, Kent. 

I support the notion of making 
lasting improvements that 
bring long-term benefits, so I'd 
recommend investing now in 
Mana tables. These will bring 
out the best in your present 
system and any components 
you change subsequently. Once 
the system is optimally sup
ported, I'd start auditioning 
amplifiers: I don't know what 
your tastes are, but I find the 
Typhoons lack subtlety. I have 
no idea what sort of mains filter 
you have on the power amps but 
I'd suggest removing it. This is 
because 1 don't think mains fil
ters and hi-fi mix, especially not 
when the hi-fi in question is a 
power amp that regularly needs 
to suck large gulps of current 
from the mains in a hurry. � 

BEST BUYS 1996 79 



"Simply The Best!" - Are estab

lished, independent Hi-Fi Shops 

where the Manager is usually 

the Guv'nor and Reliable Advice 

with Sound Experience are always 

included. 

COMPACT DISC 

Arc am 

Audio! ab 

Aura 

Cyrus 

Den on 

Marantz 

Myryad 

NAD 

Quad 

Rotel 

Alpha 7 New 319 

Alpha 8 New S l9 

8000CD New I box 999 

CDIOO 399 

dAD3 - New S98 

dAD3-Q - New 898 

DCD42S 149 

DCD62S 199 

DCD715 With PITCH Control 234 

DCD82S 239 

DCM260 - S d;sc 299 

DCDIOI5 349 

CDS7 New 229 

CD67 New 269 
CD63 Special Edition 349 

CD6J Signature 499 

CDI7 799 

MC I 00 New 699 

SIO 199 

512 249 

77 Bus Powered 699 

77 240v Powered 899 

RCD930AX 179 

RCD9 SOAX 249 

RCD970BX 

Technics SL-PG580 

349 

IS9 

199 

129 

169 

Yamaha 

Densen 

SL-P5670 

CDX-390 

CDX-490 

CDX-S90 229 

De Magic Demagnetiser Disc I 0.95 

MINI & MICRO SYSTEMS 

Mission 

Den on 

Den on 

Separate 

Mini 

Units 

Yamaha 

Separate 

Mini 

MM? in cl 731 i spks 699 

D-C I Micro 6CD inc Spkrs 379 

DM-03 New inc Spkrs 449 

D-CJO Mini inc Spkrs 499 

D77 - 3 Box 30wpc 649 

D77W - Twin Cas 699 

DF-07 New Champagne Finish 649 

D99 New 899 

AVC-77 Add-On Dolby AV 399 

F-1 0 Separates System 999 

FIO Amp *289 

FIO CD *249 

FIO CD 3 D;sc 399 

F I 0 Cas. Deck *279 

F I 0 Tuner *239 

F l 0 Receiver 379 

CL-I 0 Separates System New 949 

AX-1 0 Amp 299 

CDX-10 CD 249 

KX-1 0 Cas. Deck 299 

Units TX-1 0 Tuner 179 

TURNTABLES 

Michell Micro+ RB300 arm 577 

Pro-ject .5 + Ort OMS-1 0 I 59 

I+ Ort 510 

2 + Ort MC-I 

6 + Ort MC-IS 

199 

299 

449 

Thorens TD 180 78rpm inc A T91 189 

TO 180 78rpm inc Stanton 219 

TD280-IV inc AT95 209 

TD 166/Rega arm 399 

CARTRIDGES & PH ONO Pre-Amp 
Just o sample of the popular ranges held in store 

Goldring Elan 19.00 

Ortofon Super OM I 0 29.00 

Stanton DJ Pro 500 11 34.00 

Goldring I 006 S9.00 

Denon DL-304 MC Cart. 209.90 

QED 

Rote I 

Michell 

Audiolab 

Discsaver RIAA Preamp 

RQ970BX 

ISO MC or MM Preamp 

8000PPA 

34.9S 

129.90 

420.00 

899.00 

Customers quoting 

this Magazine can claim a 

£5 M&S Voucher for every 

£60 spent when buying Hi-Fi 

Equipment* from this Advert 

at recommended prices. 

B&W 

SPEAKERS 

DM302 New 

DM601 

DM602 

CDM2 New 

CDMI New 

P4 

PS 

P6 

129 

199 

299 

399 

599 

67S 

87S 

109S 

Celestion Impact I 0 

Impact 15 

Impact 20 

lmpoct 23 

129 

199 

279 

299 

129 

189 

299 

199 

349 

499 

1099 

KEF Coda 7 

Coda 8 

Mission 

Coda 9 

Q l 5  New 

Q3S New 

Q55 New 

Reference I 

73 99 

731; 129 

731 LE 149 
732 199 

733 329 

734 499 

7SI ( RW or Oak add £50 348 

7S2f RW or Oak add £70 578 

7S3(RW or Oak add £100 798 

7S4(RW or Oak add £200 1298 

Mon. Audio Monitor One 249 

Monitor Two 299 

Monitor Three 399 

Studio 12 999 

Musical Technology Hobby - New 250 

Proac 

Kestrel 265 

Kestrel SE 315 

Harrier 

Tablctte 50 

Studio 100 

399 

S99 

699 

Response One S 999 

Tannoy Profile Plus 631 149 

Profile Plus 631 SE***** 169 

Pro(lle Plus 632 199 

Pro(lle Plus 633 299 

Pro(lle Plus 635 449 

Sub-Sat 3 (Woofer + Satellites) 199 

TDL NFM I 119 

R TL 2 improved 

R TL 3 improved 

T-Line 2 

T-Line 3 

Studio .75M 

Studio IM 

279 

399 

S49 

699 

749 

899 

A ream 

Audiolab 

Aura 

Cyrus 

AMPLIFIERS 

Alpha 7 New 249 

Alpha 8 New 349 

Alpha 9 New 499 

Alpha 8P SOwpc Pwr-Amp 249 

Alpha 9P 70wpc Pwr-Amp 399 
8000A 499 

8000S 699 

8000C Pre. 549 

8000P Pwr. 749 

8000Q Pre. I 099 

8000M Mono Pair 1599 

VABOSE-X 249 

VAIOO Mk l l 349 

VAISO 799 

SL straight Une audiophile 398 
Ill-; S98 
P5X-R power supply 328 

XPA SOwpc multi-omp 298 

Cyrus Pre 648 

Cyrus Power 498 

MR3 Multi-room system 498 

*except these brands 
AUDIOLAB, ARCAM 

AND CYRUS 
where you can't buy better! 

Den on 

Krell 

Marantz 

Myryad 

NAD 

Quad 

Rote I 

PMA2SOse 

PMA3SOse 

IS9 

199 

PMA425 New Remote 229 

KAVJOOi New I SOw integrated 2490 

PM47 New 149 

PMS7 New 199 

PM66se Remote New 229 

Ml - 120 529 
MA - 120 Power Amp 449 

310 99 

312 199 

314 2S9 

77 Integrated (inc Remote 
Control Console) 849 

77 Pre-amp & Remote 849 

77 Power-amp 599 

707 Power-amp 799 

RA930AX 11 149 

RA930BX 199 

RC970-II Pre-amp 17S 

RB970-11 Power-amp 22S 

Technks SU-A600 I l l  199 
5U-A700 I l l  249 
SU-A900D Pre-pwr 499 

Yamaha AX-390 169 
AX-490 249 
AX-590 I OOwpc 299 

INTEREST 

FREE CREDIT 

0% 
apr 

Terms tailored to suit you 

Minimum Deposit 25% 

over 6 - 9 -12 months on 

advertised prices 
minimum balance £250.00 

+(excludes M&S offer) 

The Small Print ... Details correct at copy date 28 days prior to publication) & prices include 17 ;>% VAT. Some Brands are exclusive, 
please check with your local Dealer. •Individual offers cannot be mixed with other promotions. E & DE 

Mail Order Most major items are available with 48 hour FREE UK delivery on cleared payments. Goods insured against loss or damage. 

Payments by Visa, Switch, Mastercard or Cheque. 



C ASSETTE DECKS 

Den on DRMSSO 159 

DRS640 Drawer Load 199 

DRW580 New Double 199 

DRM650S - New Dolby-S 229 

DRM740 3-Head 269 

OR SSI 0 3-Hd Drawer Load 309 

Marantz 

Nakamichi 

Rote I 

Technics 

Yamaha 

�I 

SDSSS Double New 

DR3 *Stock still available* 

RD960BX 

RST-R474 Twin 

KX390 

KX490 

KX580 Dolby-S 

KX690 3-Hd Dolby-S 

KX-W392 Double 

KX-W592 Double 

KX-W952 Double 

199 

449 

249 

219 

149 

199 

249 

399 

179 

279 

599 

CD DACs & TRANSPORTS 

Audio Alchemy Dac-Man 
Dac-in-a-box 

Arcam Delta Box 50 

149 

229 
479 

Delta Box 500 749 

Delta 250 Transport 799 

Audio/ab 8000 DAC 899 

8000 CDM Transport 1399 

TABLES & STANDS 

SOUNDSTYLE TABLES 

In 4 Colours - Red - Block - Blue - Grey 

XOSO I X053 3 leg 4 shelf 210.00 

X058 3 leg 5 shelf 240.00 

X I 00 4 leg 4 shelf 220.00 

X3 I 0 extra long for TV & A/V 250.00 

"Select" Range available 'phone for details 

TARGET Hi-Fi TABLES 

GR5 5 shelf Welded 

TISsa 5 shelf - Flat Pack 

Beta 4 4 shelf· Round corner post 

Beta 5 5 shelf - ditto 

AER 5 shelf - Rigid & Stylish 

TARGET SPEAKER STANDS 

MX40 I SO 1 60 

TR30 I 40 I 50 I 60 I 70 

HS20 I HS30 I HS40 

HS50 I HS60 I HS70 

HJ I 0-3 1 HJIS-3 

Hj/6-2 1 HJ20-2 

57 or SS Wall Brackets 

160.00 

139.00 

159.00 

185.00 

205.00 

55.00 

67.00 

77.00 

79.00 

135.00 

125.00 

39.00 

TUNERS 

Area m Alpha 7 New 229 

Alpha 8 + Remote New 279 

Audiolab 8000T 799 

Aura TU80 349 

Cyrus FM7 398 

Denon TU260 119 

TU215-RD 149 

TU425-RD RDS 199 

Marantz ST57 RDS 149 

ST65 RDS 199 

NAD 412 189 

Quad FM77 499 

Rote I RT935AX 159 

Yamaha TX-480L 119 

TX-590 RDS 179 

-

Den on 

Yamaha 

RECEIVERS 

DRA275 RDS - 40wpc 

DRA385 RDS - 45wpc 

RCD I OO CD-Tuner-Amp 

RX-395 RDS - 40wpc 

I 

199 

279 

499 

249 

WIRE & INTERCONNECTS 

PHONO- PUONO I metre 

Audioquest 

Cable Talk 

jade 
Turquoise 2 
Ruby 2 
Quartz 3 
Video Two (foe Digital) 

Improved 2 
Advanced 2 
Monitor 2 (�m) 
Monitor 2 
Studio 2 
Professional 2 

Chord Company 

Siren Interconnect 
Transparent Audio 

Musichord 
Musiclink 

SPEAKER WIRE - Per Metre 

Audioquest F 14 solid 4 core flat 
F 18 so/id 8 core (1at 
Type 4 4 spiral 4 core 

Cable Talk Talk 3i 

QED 

Mission 

Si-Wire 3i 
Talk 4i 
Bi-Wire 4i 
Qudos OFCIPTFE 
Qudos Si-Wire New 
Profile 8 - Flat 
Quartet Bi-Wire 

29.95 
39.95 
79.95 

119.95 
59.95 

25.95 
31.95 
39.95 
49.95 
64.95 
84.95 

64.95 

49.95 
119.95 

1.95 
3.60 
4.95 
2.25 
4.50 
4.25 
8.50 
2.25 
4.50 
5.00 
3.90 

We stock the products you 
want to buy! All shops hold 

"most of the Agencies for most 
of the Brands" listed. All this 
plus 2 Year Guarantees and 

Good Old Fashioned Service. 

A-V SYSTEMS 

YAMAHA 

CINEMA" 

� 
Pioneer 
De non 

CLD-DS 15 Laser Disc Player 549 

A ream 

Denon 

Marantz 

Yamaha 

LA2300A - AC3 ready 579 

5 CHANNEL AMPS 

Xeta One 999 
AVR600 299 
AVR900 New Recvr 349 
AVC/800 549 
AVC2800 799 
SR66 New Starter 299 
PM711 399 
RX-V390 RDS 5 Ch. Recvr 299 
RX-V590 RDS 517 Ch. Recvr 449 

Arcam 

Cyrus 
Den on 
Yamaha 

KEF 

Mission 

DSP-A590 517 Ch. 
DSP-A780 
DSP-A990 7 Ch. 
DSP-A2070 7 Ch. 
DSP-A3090 7 Ch. with AC-3 

ADD-ON AV AMPS 

Xeta 2 50wpc front & rear 
Xeta 290P 7Swpc pwr amp 
AV Master 
AVC-77 3 Ch. Mini 
DSP-E390 3 Ch. 
DSP-ES80 5 Ch. 
DSP-E I 000 5 Ch. 

AV LOUDSPEAKERS 

BOC Centre 
605 Satellite - Rear 
735 Satellite - Rear 
73C Centre 
73PS Subwoofer - per pair 
7SC Centre 
73DP True Di-pole 

349 
599 
899 

1099 
1699 

649 
399 
698 
399 
249 
449 
699 

129 
199 

99 
149 
179 
249 
299 

AV-2 Pack (731 i + 73c + 73s) 349 
Tannoy 621 Centre ·99 

622 Profile Centre 179 
628 Rear Wall Mount-White 149 

TDL CCS Centre 149 
SBR Sub Woofer 199 

Yamaha NS-C60 Centre 60 
NS-C I 05 Centre 80 
NS-E60 Rear 80 
NS-E I 05 Rear Effect 109 
NS-C I OMM Shielded Monitor 119 

ACTIVE SUB WOOFERS 

KEF 

Mission 
REL 

Yamaha 

HD 435 
HD 445 
HD 455 
HD 465 
HD 475 
HD 25SP 
HD 535 
HD 545 
HD 565 

20B - New 
30B - New 
?SAS - New 
Q 50 
Q 100 
Strata Mk l l 
Storm 
YST-SW40 
YST-SW80 
YST-SW/50 

HE ADPHONES 

SENNHEISER 

HD 265 Closed Back 
HD 580 
HD 600 
IS 360 Infra Red 
IS 450 Infra Red 
IS  550 Infra Red 
HE60 I HEV70 Electrostatic 

349 
499 
549 
375 
475 
545 
695 
139 
179 
279 

29.95 
44.95 
54.95 
64.95 
79.95 
89.95 

104.95 
124.95 
149.95 
149.95 
199.95 
249.95 

69.95 
119.95 
179.95 
998.00 

CARRIAGE 

FREE 
Hi-Fi 

TO Y OURUK 

ADDRESS 

·---------------------------------------------------------------------------, 

: Check your local dealer for 48 Hour Delivery. Send or Fax your order to:-
' Harrow Audio, 27 Springfield Road, HARROW HAl 40F. Tel:- 0181 930 9933 Fax:- 0181 863 2443 

Please Supply:----------------------------------------------------------------------

Name: ____________________ ________ ___ Address:-------------------------------------

Post Code: ------------ Tel No: -----------------------

Method of Payment:- Cheque Enclosed I Credit Card. 

Card No :- I I I I I I I 
Expiry Date :-

1 I I 
HFC XMAS l 



Should you find any local dealer 
offering a better price for goods 
currently in stock at Bill Hutchinson 
and the alternative quoting retailer, 
we will better that deal. 

• INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

• 2 YEAR GUARANTEE 

• DEMONSTRATION ROOM 

• DELIVERY & INSTALLATION 

• PRO-LOGIC HI-FI, TV & VIDEO 

• HOME CINEMA 

• LASER DISC STOCKISTS 

• ESTABLISHED 7 983 



Separate systems 
Systems rev1ewed H1-F1 Cho1ce, 1ssue 150 (Rega), 151 (Powerplant), 153 (R1cher Sounds), 154 (M1cromega) 

REGA'S REAL 

RECORD PLAYER 

S
erious good looks and coherent 

cosmetic integrity are just two 

strong incentives to go for Rega's 

top-of-the-line record playing 

system. it's based on the unique 

ceramic-platter Planar 9, the 

remote control HAL preamp, two 

150W monoblok EXON power 

amps and the floorstandingXEL 

speakers. A versatile equipment 

rack keeps everything (bar 

the turntable) neat and tidy. 

The package totals 

nearly £4,000- very upmarket. 

Easy zero-aggro installation 

and consistent performance are 

major plus points. The turntable 

is outstanding, especially in mid

band integrity and dynamic range, 

but would have benefited from 

Rega's still newer Exact cartridge. 

The up-front nature of the turn

table fits in neatly with the more 

laid back amp/speakers, to give 

agile, detailed music, with bags 

of muscle. 

A fine invest

ment for long-term 

satisfaction. 

, 
POWERPLANT'S 

MID-PRICE PACKAGE 

P
lucked from the shelves of 

Brighton's Powerplant deal

ership, the three basic compo

nents of this CD-playing system 

are all indisputably stylish items 

in their own right. 

The combination of Cyrus's 

Ill amp (£500) and Micromega's 

Stage 4 (£600) does make for a 

certain cosmetic inconsistency, 

though, not to mention introduc

ing a pair of handsets that one 

must juggle. 

The hidden bonus here lies in 

future upgradability, by 

addingPSX-R power sup

plies to the Cyrus Ill. 
The sound didn't 

gel straight away, 

but feeding the 

pretty little B&W 

COM2(£400) 
speakers with 

····························································································································:······································ 

RICHER SOUNDS' 

REALLY RADICAL 

RACK FILLER 

Y
ou sure get a lot for your 

money down at Richer 

Sounds. £800 buys a pair of 

floorstanding Gale 4 speakers 

(£200), Cambridge Audio's CD-
4 CD player (£150) and out

board DACMagic 2i digital 

decoder (£150), plus the dis

tinctive silver-and-gold Axiqm 
amplifier from Alchemi�t 

(£289). 

The CD player is a smooth, warm

sounding player, which perks up 

in presence and bite (and loud

ness) when the separate decoder 

is added. The Axiom, too, has a 

warm rather than analytical 

sound, with smooth, clean treble 

and full bass. 

By contrast, the Gales are 

lively and forward, with plenty of 

detail and attack, as well as a 

touch of hardness. 

Initially auditioned without 

the (optional) DACMagic con

verter, the overall sound was 

lively, sharp and clear. lntroduc

i ng the converter brought the 

expected improvement in detail 

and attack. On the other hand, 

this tended to make the speak

ers' hardness more noticeable. 

Although the DAC2i brought 

a worthwhile improvement in the 

test system, in the context of this 

package, we actually found the 

sound more friendly with just 

the CD-4 on its own. Either 

way, it's a fine demonstration 

of the sort of performance true 

separates can deliver, even at 

packaged-system prices. 

MICROMEGA'S MINIUM 

MUSIC MASTER 

T
hose who regarded French 

CD specialist Micromega as 

an high-end company will have 

to think again. This new Minium 
package has FM tuner, CD player, 

amp, speakers and remote hand

set, and costs £1,800. A class 

CD player, a respectable enough 

tuner, and a rather fine and 

solidly-built pair of miniature 

loudspeakers, are all good 

points in its favour. 

The amp is probably the 

weakest link, especially if you 

stray outside the system para

meters. it's not particularly 

Hitachi SSK-1 02K bi-wire cable 

(£7 per metre), and using a 

Trichord Pulsewire interconnect 

(£150), did marvels for the tonal 

balance- admittedly, leading 

to an increase in the total pack

age price. 

The end result was a I ittle 

sparser but a whole lot cleaner, 

with fine timing, excellent stereo 

and oodles of detail. 

This combination offers not 

only a taste of the high life, but 

an open-ended invitation for 

future enhancements, courtesy 

of a few waste-free upgrades. 

powerful, has a lowish input 

sensitivity, and its protection cir

cuitry seemed rather over-zeal

ous when used with third-party 

loudspeakers. Power limitations 

apart, it worked fine in the system 

context, always sounding as 

smooth and crisp as freshly 

ironed silk. 

The control software is typi

cally Gallic and inventive, and 

the system comes on a little like 

a French version of Arcam. 
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.Christmas ! ·--�-· . - . 

The Superfi branch in Camden is the place in London to buy hi-fi. Knowledgable staff, excellent 

demonstration facilities, massive stocks and the best prices guaranteed make Superfi 

unbeatable. If you don't live near a Superfi branch phone the mail order hotline for a fast, 

efficient service or send us an E-mail (address below) . 

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 0171 388 1300 

Superfi Price Promise We will beat any price by £10.+. 
The above offers are only available from Superfi Camden, and must be claimed. 

2-4 Camden High Street, Camden 0171 388 1300 Car parking at the rear of building 

Birmingliam 
0121 631 2675 

67 Smallbrook, Queen 

Easy Ways To Pay 
Sw1tch, Amt'nrnn 

Express. VISA. 
Access. Cred1t 

London 

{) 

Wharfedale Modus 7 sgeakers 
Save £170 £179.95 
Wharfedale Modus 13 speakers 
Save £200 £249.95 
Technics SCCA01 micro system 
Save £80 £579.95 

Pioneer DOS OAT recorder 
Was £899.95 £699.95 
Panasonic NVHD150 
Was £529.95 £369.95 
Celestion Dl4 loudspeakers 
Was £149.95 £79.95 
KEF 050 loudspeakers 
Was £529.95 £299.95 
KEF 030 loudspeakers 
Was £379.95 £229.95 

. . 



AV systems 

AN A/V ODYSSEY 

I
n HFC 159, Reviews Ed Alan 

Sircom was dispatched to 

investigate the options available 

for adding the NV dimension to a 

conventional stereo hi-fi system 

-three times over. Covent 

Garden dealer Musical Images 

helped sort through the bits. 

There were too many strands, all 

told, to list in detail here, but the 

highlights went as follows. 

The starting point was a 

typical� £1,000 hi-fi system: 

Marantz CD63mki/SE CD player 

(£350), ArcamA/pha 8 amp 

(£350) and Mission 733 

speakers (£330). The heart of 

the NV additions was the £450 

Yamaha DSP-£580, while the 

extra speakers were the Mission 

73C (£150) dialogue and a pair 

of 735 surround speakers 

(£100), plus some extra bass 

heft from M&K's baby V-75 

(£650), taking the total all-in 

system price up to £2,379. 

System Two started off with 

Gyrus digital and analogue elec

tronics and KEF Reference One 

speakers, costing around 

£3,500 in stereo guise

somewhat pre-empting the NV 

conversion by starting off with 

the Gyrus AVMaster pre-am p 

(£698) at the control heart. 

Going NV involved extra Gyrus 

Power/PSX amplification ( total 

£826), KEF 70S surround 

speakers (£299), and Model 

100 dialogue (£359), plus_the 

£800 M&K 125THX subwoofer, 

HI-FI CHOICE 

taking the total 

system price up to a 

healthy £5,800. 

The final Grande 

F roniage system start

ed off stereophonically 

with Meridian 508.20 

CD player(£ 1, 685) 

combined with US 

SumoArtemis/M-10 

pre/power amps 

(£1 ,695) and ProAc 

Response 2.5 speakers 

(£600), totalling just 

over£10,000. The 

decision to opt for the 

full Dol by Digital AC-3 

monte with this system 

will be understandable 

to anyone who's heard 

this all-discrete 

surround sound format, 

but it jacks up the NV 

contribution substan

tially here, taking the 

tot a I system price to a 

whopping£23,250. 

To have opted merely 

for Dolby Pro-Logic 

would've saved plenty. 

Experiencing these 

different systems in 

both stereo and 

surround versions 

made it clear that the 

hi-fi buff should not be 

put off by the idea of 

addingNV. Done 

properly it needn't spoil 

Musical Images' "hi-fi-meets-AV-speaker" packages 

range from the simple, inexpensive Mission ... 

... through to more exotic fare, using more advanced 

and expensive KEF speakers with Uni-0 drivers ... 

the stereo music �.::.._.::._ _________________________ _. 

performance at all, and 

really does add that 

extra dimension to 

movies. Remember 

that it's important to 

get the voicing right 

between main and NV 

speakers: ideally, stick 

to one manufacturer 

throughout. Adding a 

properly transparent 

NV upgrade is likely to 

cost at least 50-60 per 

cent of the original 

system price-but can 

easily be twice that, 

depending on how 

much you spend on 

subwoofers and/or 

Dol by Digital AC-3. 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . . ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your_ system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) .. ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD .. ? 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 

Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 

Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 

(East & West), New Maiden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, 

Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Woking, Wokingham, Yateley? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Aura, B&W, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn 
Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix, 
Pioneer, PRO AC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony, Sound Org, Target, 

T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us f'rrst and you won't need to go any where else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 

selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/or repair on the premises all the 

above brands (and others also). 

I 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights-
next door to Alfred Marks) 

01483 504801. 01483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



£1000 systems 

T
here a re end less ways of 

distributing a £1,000 hi-fi 

budget. In issue 156, Malcolm 

Steward tried out three 

philosophies to see how the 

different cookies crumbled. 

THE PACKAGE 

T
he packaged one-make sys

tem approach appeals to 

those intimidated by the com

plexities of hi-fi and anxious to 

ensure full compatibility, while 

the attractions of matched cos

metics, compactness and full 

feature remote control are fur

ther incentives. Denon's popular 

'silver separates' mini systems 

like the £1,000 D-F1 0 (exclud

ing speakers) offer all these ben

efits, and try to add serious 

sound quality alongside. To a 

great extent the 

D-F10 succeeds with an emi

nently respectable musical per

formance. lt balances well, goes 

decently loud, and maintains 

rhythmic integrity well, albeit 

with some loss of character and 

dynamic contrasts. Plus you get 

those useful things like radios, 

cassette decks and full remote 

control! 

THE SPECIALIST 

D
ealers Infidelity, of 

Kingston-U pon-Thames, 

stretched the notional budget 

by combining a Micromega 
Stage 4 CD player (£600) with 

Rega E/ex amp (£398) and 

HI-FJCHOICE 

bookshelf size Rega Kyte 
(£198) speakers, but the source 

may be upgraded cost -effective

ly at a later date. 

The system proved delicious

ly responsive, and the most 

effective of the three in deliver

ing accurate rhythm and timing. 

While there might be room for 

discussion about the cosmetics 

of its rather lightweight portray

al, there was no question that 

this system put listeners in touch 

with the music. lt was full of 

fine, characterful communica

tion, though some ears might 

find it a little too exuberant. 

THE BARGAIN HUNTER 

F
rom the Richer Sounds cat

alogue, this has much in 

common with the package 

examined on page 83, differing 

only by substituting the £300 

Audio Innovations Alto amp for 

an Alchemist. The £150 

Cambridge Audio CD4 drives 

the £150 DACMagic 2 out

board decoder, while the £200 

Gale 4 floorstanding speakers 

sit at the end of the chain -

£800 all told, and no speaker 

stands required. The sound is 

seriously refined, with impres

sive weight and open trans

parency. Though lucidly 

detailed, relaxed and easy, the 

amp did seem a little too laid 

back for the more urgent types 

of rock material, but the whole 

was harmonious. 

Denon's mini does a good job 

in context, providing the full 

range of sources in elegantly 

convenient packaging, but does

n't match the musical insight of 

the separates packages. The RS 

collection has a price advantage 

and a fuller sound, but the 

Micromega/Rega combo proved 

the pick of the crop for musical 

communication. 
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The PRISMA 

Phono Amplifier 

The VISTA 

Line Amplifier 

The LECTERN 

Power Amplifier 

The ECAA.2 

True Ribbon Speakers 

It costs the same to get it right 

as it does to get it wrong. 
At the Listening Rooms, we pride ourselves 011 

matching yo11r needs ·with exactly t he right 

equipment, whate11er your budget, and because we 

only stock the best, that's what you'll get. 

35 years combined experience. 

What you'll also get is sound professional 

advice and a chance to relax and listen to some 

of the world's finest Hi-Fi equipnunt. 

Two Fully equipped listening rooms. 

Home installnrion service. 

Multi-room design and installation. 

2 years Parts and Labour guaramec. 

Home cinema sutTound-sound. 

Export and Credit f.1cilitics. 

• 
• ACOUSTIC ENERGY • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • CELESTION • COPLAND • CYRUS • 

• DEN ON • EI'OS • HARMAN KAROON • )IlL • KEF • KRELL • LINN • MARANTZ • MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • 

• MICHELL• MICROMEGA • MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO • NAKAMICHI• NEAT PETITE • PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • 

• QUAD • REL • ROGERS • SME • SON US FABER • STAX • SYSTEMDEK • TANNOY • THETA • WILSON AUDIO • YAMAHtl• 

161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ. Tel: 0171- 244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192. 

Monday- Saturday 1 Oam- 6pm. Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road. 

J3ea�,�udio 
Shr:lhtntr:ln 

DYNAVECTOR 

Well Tempered 
Stockists and Information from: 

Pear Audio Ltd. 7 Prospect Place, Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL 
Telephone: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051 

I 

- . 

:� 

-

.. . .. 

ECA DISTRIBUTION 

BOX 3023 London NW2 7RW 

Tel/Fax: 0181 998 1086 

··speake" disappear completely"" 
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Lifestyle systems 
All systems rev1ewed H1·F1 Cho1ce, 1ssue 160 

I!��� 
UX-1000 

The £270 JVC UX-1 000 

belongs to the really-decent

really-small camp. Superfluous 

treats are limited to upper-bass

boost, and it also does without a 

tape unit. 

Considering the tiny size, sma 11 

lengths of speaker wire and min

imal single-driver speakers, the 

UX-1 000 sings its little heart 

out. Although there's no bass to 

speak of, the system is suffused 

with an infectious funkiness. 

Not only is the JVC UX-1 000 

a stylish performer, but it's one 

that sounds as understated as it 

looks -which can't be bad. 

JVC m (0181) 450 3282 

BANG & OLUFSEN � .•. �:':l. 
BEOSOUND 9000 

8 &O's £4,600 Beosound 
9000 comprises a six-disc 

CD player, a 60-preset AM/FM 

HI-FI CHOICE 

�D�NON:.:,- . y�'.'·-t· 
D-F07 

De non has defined the top-end 

m in i/1 ifestyle system market 

for some years now. The new 

£650 D-F07 system is split into 

a separate 45W amplifier, CD 

player, RDS tuner, tape and timer, 

all rolled into four midi-sized 

units, with free choice of speakers. 

The D-F07 put in a very fair 

showing sonically, though the 

lack of separate power supplies 

takes its toll in the area of dyna

mic shading. However, the sys

tem is crisp, clean and fast, with

out being aggressive, making it a 

perfect plug-and-play option. 

Denon m (01753) 888447 

tuner, a timer and a pair of floor

standing active loudspeakers. 

The discs are on display beneath 

a powered glass door, and the 

playing mechanism moves from 

disc to disc.lt takes a fair time to 

set up, but once 

going, it's as easy 

to use as it is 

stunning looking. 

lt doesn't com

pete with well

chosen separates 

at the same 

price, but the 

sound is refined, 

the tonal balance 

natural, and the 

active speakers 

sound weighty 

without being 

overblown or 

ill-defined. 

Bang & 0/ufsen m 

(01734) 692288 

TECHNICS . - . -.'·� -� 
SC-CAOI 

Technics£650SC-CA01 is a 

group of very tiny separate 

components: CD player, tuner, a 

radical digitai45W amplifier, 

cassette deck and speakers, all 

looking like scaled-down full

size Technics gear. 

This is one tidy-sounding sys

tem, which doesn't try to push a 

punchy, up-beat interpretation 

of the music at you. 

For us hi-fi types, this is a 

perfect second system. it's sepa

rate and minimal enough not to 

upset even the most delicate 

audiophile sensibilities, and it 

sounds damn fine to boot. 

Technics m (0990) 357357 

.; BOSE . ; ·.- . ·:;;: --��--l 
LIFESTYLE 20 

The £3,000 Bose Lifestyle 
20 is fi lied to the brim with 

sophisticated features. The 

'Virtually Invisible' sa V sub 

speaker system puts 

the power amps in the 

subwoofer, and the 

satellites are minis

cu\e. The system con

troller combines an 

AM/FM tuner with a 

six-disc CD multi play

er, and there's much 

more besides. The 

sound is massive and 

the sense of scale is 

excellent and very life

like-up to a point. 

There's a distinct lack 

of upper bass, and at 

low levels the bass 

booms quite a bit, 

.l'.f.E�C� ... ��·,��.:":'�'r.;i 
HSOO 

The £800 Teac H500 system 

comprises 50W amp, RDS 

tuner, cassette deck and CD 

player. There's something very 

American in the big-knob styling 

and big, warm, dark and expan

sive sound, which is slightly on 

the blowsy side. But it makes 

good sense for those seeking 

decent classical music from a one

make system, with a passable 

attempt at dynamic shading. 

Teac's excellent first attempt 

must rank as one of the first one

make systems that doesn't cost 

a king's ransom. 

Teac m (01923) 819630 

due to a zealous 'automatic 

loudness contour'. 

Ultimately, Bose's Lifestyle 
20 system will prove popular 

because of its minute size and 

huge sound. 

Base m (01795) 475341 
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Sweeps The Board 
At This Years Awards! 
B&W has had a fantastic year for awards. Right now the mantelpiece at B&W's factory is groaning 

under the weight of four coveted trophies. But this consistent success is not down to luck. Instead it is 

the fruit of B&W's continued investment in top-quality acoustic performance and aesthetic design. 

British Hi·Fi . 
Awards- B&W P4 

A
t the British Hi-Fi 

Awards in April 1996, 

B&W's £600 floorstander, 

the P4, took the prize for 

'Hi-Fi Loudspeaker Above 

£500'. it had won not just a 

trophy but the hearts and 

minds of the Great British 

Public, for it was they who 

voted the P4 winner. Hi-Fi 

Choice magazine, reporting 

the Awards in its June 

1996 edition, summed up 

the P4 thus: "A compact 

loudspeaker capable of 

considerable loudness and 

bass extension ... should 

work in a variety of systems 

with the utmost ease." 

EISA European Audio 
Awards- B&W DM302. 

I
n September 1996, B&W's £130 

bookshelf baby, the OM302, was 

announced the darling of the European 

lmaging & Sound Association, EISA, which 

voted it European Loudspeaker 

Of The Year '96-'97. In the Award 

citation, reported in the October 

'96 edition of Hi-Fi Choice, the 

highly-respected panel of judges 

did not stint in its praise, lauding 

the speaker with phrases like: 

" ... Gives sensational performance 

at an affordable price ... tonal 

balance almost perfect. .. 

extraordinary dynamic 

capabilities ... proves it is 

possible to match a low price 

with a high-tech approach." 

Home Entertainment Awards- B&W CC3 

A
t the 1996 Home 

Entertainment 

Awards, as 

reported in the 

magazine's 

November 1 996 

edition, the CC3 

emerged 

dominant in the 

Budget Centre 

Speaker category. "The CC3 

delivers a crisp and precisely 

articulated sound, which 

ensures that dialogue is highly 

intelligible, even when volume is 

low, or when music and special 

effects are vying for the listener's 

attention ... it represents the kind 

of value that others struggle -

and usually fail- to achieve." 

Homefnterta� 
WINNER 

What Hi·Fi? Awards- B&W DM601 

A
t this year's What Hi-Fi? Awards the winning 'Best Buy' 

loudspeaker was none other than B&W's Kevlar-toting 

OM601 bookshelf model. "Though strictly average in size, the 

OM601s sound huge," said the judges. "These speakers play 



F 
ram the people who original

ly brought us the micro-sys

tem, let's give a big hand to the 

ultra-micro- just the thing for 

our increasingly cluttered envi

ronments. The main unit (con

taining three-band radio, CD 

player and clock/timer), stands 

only 16cm high and is roughly 

the width of a CD case. 

Power output (14W) and 

loudness capabilities are mod

est, but clever design using a 

single dome/cone high excursion 

drive unit for each channel, plus 

JVC's proprietary Hyper Bass 

equalisation technology, com

bine to give surprisingly accom

plished sound quality. 

JVC,;:: (0181) 450 3282 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

A 
Choice Best Buy, B&W's 

first beer-budget speaker for 

some years makes remarkably 

clever use of plastic moulding 

techniques. A 'Prism' rear panel 

consists of a series of wedges 

seen from the inside, and these 

serve to diffract and disperse 

(rather than directly reflect) the 

sound energy from the back of 

the main driver. A moulded front 

panel promotes wide lateral 

sound distribution. 

The reduction in box col

oration, combined with an 

exceptionally well controlled 

tonal balance, results in remark

ably good sound quality for such 

a modestly priced loudspeaker. 

B&W,;:: (01903) 750750 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 

W
hen one of America's most 

famous high-end names 

decides to produce its first-ever 

integrated amplifier, the results 

are likely to be quite spectacu

lar. The £2,490 KAV-300i 
might be pricey by European hi

fi standards, but it's consider

ably less expensive than typical 

high-end pre/power combos. 

There are line level inputs 

only, but full digital remote con

trol allows knobs to be replaced 

by a handful of push buttons, 

while the high-regulation 

400VA transformer and discrete 

complementary circuitry deliv

ers a massive 150Wpc into 

eight Ohms. 

Absolute Sounds,;:: (0181) 947 5047 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 160 

M
uch more than merely a 

remote-control version of 

the evergreen 8000A, this £700 

integrated amplifier is much 

more a device for audiophiles. 

There are no tone controls now, 

and the S incorporates technolo

gy introduced on the upmarket 

8000Q preamplifier. 

Technically it's a wide band

width design, conservatively 

rated at 60 Watts per channel, 

with low distortion and micro

processor-controlled arch itec

ture to facilitate future upgrad

ing to pre- or power amp config

urations. Sonically this is a 

smooth, refined and neutral per

former, with plenty of fine detail

ing, though it lacks a little pas

sion and exuberance. 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154 
Audio/ab e (01480) 415600 

T
he 'KI-S' bit stands for Ken 
lshiwata Signature, with Kl 

being a Japanese audiophile of 

some renown based at 

Marantz's European headquar

ters. The trick here is to take an 

already respected mass-market 

player (the CD-6311) and add 

numerous (33) and quite exten

sive production modifications, 

maximising the sound quality for 

the hi-fi enthusiast while keep

ing the price affordable. 

A heavier, beefed-up chassis, 

toroidal transformer, extensive 

copper plating, and substantial

ly improved analogue output 

stages, all contribute to a level of 

sonic refinement and delicacy 

that deserve comparison with 

the real 'high end'. 

Marantz e (01753) 680868 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 153 
Factsback 1638 

European Audio Recorder 
of the Year 

............................................................. .. 
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QUAD 

"The 77 is both straightforward and a pleasure to use .... " 
"Fine sounding, powerful, remarkably compact, technologically 

advanced and a substantially future-proof .... " 

GRAMOPHONE Nov >95 

IN STOCI( NOW 

SPECIAL 

OFFER 

50°/o OFF 
FM66 
PRE66 (MC Remote) 
306 POWER } 

Was 
£1915 

Now 

Limited Stock £900 

45 High Street, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1RH 
Tel: 0181-569 5802 Fax: 0181-569 6353 

173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 7JX 
Tel: 0181-952 5535 Fax: 0181-951 5864 

18 Monrnouth Street, Covent Garden, 
London WC2H 9HB 

Tel: 0171-497 1346 Fax: 0171-497 9205 

126 High Street, Beckenham, 
KentBR3 1ED 

Tel: 0181-663 3777 
Fax: 0181-663 3555 

ARE YOU COVERED ? 
Do you own expensive Home Entertainment and 

Hi-Fi equipment? 

Does Your Home Insurance policy cover Hi-Fi and Home 

Entertainment equipment for its true value or only 

10% of your total sum insured? 

Will your policy cover accidental damage for Hi-Fi and 

Home Entertainment equipment? 

Is your policy covering you New for Old cover on 
Hi-Fi and Home Entertainment equipment? 

Most people assume they are covered for the above 

because they have a contents policy covering them for an 

amount equal to the total value of all their belongings. 

But in all honesty they don't really know until its too late. 

Most policies generally don't cover the above unless 

the policy has been specially arranged. 

Hoddesdon Insurance Consultants does just that but 

with one very important difference. 

We normally beat any other price you can obtain 

elsewhere even for policies inferior to the ones we offer. 

For the most competitive quote on your Home Insurance 

needs call now on 

01992 470698 
(Lines open till 8:00pm) 

Hoddesdon Insurance Consultants 
46 Ware Road, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 9DU 

The future is here! 

230mm(ll 
CEILING SPEAKER 

150x90mm 
KEYPAD/DISPLAY 

5Y5TEMLINE 

Tel:(Ol276) 451166 
�'ax:(Ol276) -!52211 
RidgewH). !louse. Ridgeway Close, 
Lighrwater, Surr�y GllJ H 5XU 

DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED IN ENGLAND BY QED AUDIO PRODUCTS LlD 



PDR-05 allows you to make up 

your own 60-minute COs, which 

can be replayed on the same 

machine or any other CD player. 

This is a genuinely innovative 

product that could well repre

sent the future of home record

ing; besides this EISA Award the 

PDR-05 also picked up the 

Editor's Award for Outstanding 

Hi-Fi Product of the Year in the 

British Hi-Fi Awards. it's 

impressively flexible in allowing 

direct digital recording from a 

variety of sources (eg CD, satel

lite, OAT), as well as handling 

any analogue sources- includ

ing live music! 

Pioneer e (01753) 789789 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 148 

European Advanced 
Audio System of the Year 

A 
real tour de force of industri

al design, Grundig's PA3 
tower system stands tall and 

metallic, yet contains the com

ponents needed to fill a good 

size room with sound. 

The sources include a seven

disc CD changer, an auto

reverse cassette deck and a 59-

preset AM/FM RDS radio. A 

claimed 160 RMS watts of 

power drive a subwoofer built 

into the column, and the clever 

bit-the Space Fidelity speaker 

system-which generates a 

remarkably spacious sound

stage from a horizontal tube with 

drivers mounted into each end. 

The less-expensive PA3-I ver

sion is finished in silver and 

black, while the PA3-II is in si!-

HI-FI CHOICE 

ver and beech with 'wings'. 

Grundig e (01788) 577155 
Reviewed Home Entertainment, issue 36 

European Home Theatre 
Display of the Year 

W
idescreen 16x9 shape 

TVs may be the tutu re of 

television, but in the here and 

now the vast majority of our pro

gramming is 4x3 in shape, and a 

4x3-shaped image tends to look 

pitifully small if shown undis

torted on most widescreen TVs. 

Not so this large 37inch Sony 

rear-projector, which is marvel

lous in full-width movie mode, 

but equally satisfactory for 

watching The Big Match with a 

decent sense of scale. 

it uses the latest LCD tech

nology as an alternative to tradi

tional colour picture tubes, 

which gives bags of brightness 

from a unit which is remarkably 

shallow, minimising bulk when 

placed close to a wall. 

Sony e (0181) 784 1144 
Reviewed Home Entertainment, issue 38 

European Home Theatre 
Amplifier of the Year 

round sound system could be 

the best news yet for home cine

ma fans. There's no question it's 

a lot better than mere Pro-Logic 

with movies, and only software 

availability stands between it 

and world domination. 

The KR-V990D is one of the 

first to handle AC-3, alongside a 

DSP-enhanced Pro-Logic alter

native. lt offers a cornucopia of 

inputs and outputs, some 400W 

of total power, a 30-pre-set 

AM/FM RDS tuner, and neat on

screen graphic display which 

makes everything easy to set up. 

Kenwood e (01923) 816444 
Reviewed Home Entertainment, issue 38 

A
n AV decoder or processor 

such as this Technics SH-
A V500 is the best way for the hi

fi enthusiast to add home cine

ma capabilities to a system 

without risking upsetting the 

existing stereophonic apple cart. 

The SH-AV500 supplies 50W 

for the centre-front dialogue 

channel, 2xl6Wfor the sur

round speakers, and passes the 

main left/right channels over to 

your existing hi-fi amp. 

Its major advantages are that 

it's relatively inexpensive, and 

uncommonly transparent and 

refined, with subtle, smooth and 

well balanced sound. 

Technics e (0990) 357357 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 153 

European Home Theatre 
System of the Year 

C
onceptually one of the most 

elegant and innovative prod

ucts of the year , Mission's M

Time acknowledges you can't 

stack your telly on top of you hi

fi, and provides instead a hi-fi 

system built into a substantial 

TV plinth. This incorporates a 

massive 600W of multi-channel 

amplification, a plethora of 

inputs and outputs, twin active

drive subwoofers, an FM/AM 

tuner and a dialogue speaker. 

Set-up is particularly straight

forward, with channel balancing 

undertaken automatically at the 

press of a button, using a sup

plied microphone. The bottom 

end is even and tight, the mid

band open and clear and the 

whole thing has a relaxed and 

enveloping richness. 

Mission e (01480) 451777 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 153 

European Home Theatre 
Loudspeaker of the Year 

T
his KEF home cinema 

speaker combination also 

carried off this year's British Hi

Fi Award for AV systems over 

£750, and other plaudits too. 

The 60S carries out front 

left/right and surround duties, 

the slimmer BOC supplies the 

dialogue, and the 308 provides 

bass for the whole system. 

All the satellite speakers 

have magnetic shielding and use 

KEF's Uni-Q technology. The 

subwoofer has built-in power 

amplification, and the whole 

caboodle produces most con

vincing home cinema. 

KEF e (01622) 672261 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 

BEST BUYS 1996 93 



Whatever your tastes in 
musical and visual entertainment; 
whatever your budget- our 
experience will help you to enjoy your 
experience to maximum effect. 
Our experience is based upon the thousands 
of satisfied customers we have served since 
our formation in 1981. This is reinforced by the 
fact that our staff are all enthusiasts, not just 
commission based salespeople. 
We select the best products, support customers with the 
best advice and excellent demonstration facilities, all at 
affordable prices. Try the Audio Excellence experience for 
yourself - rely on us to give you the levels of service you 
demand. We are not just another dealer! 

+Systems and separates +Home delivery and installation 

+ Home cinema surround sound + Comfortable demonstration rooms 

+ Multi room systems 

+ Friendly expert advice 

· + Part exchange welcome 

audio 

+ Repair service 

+ Interest free credit on selected products 

+ Free 3 year warranties on Hi-Fi separates 

eXcellence 
WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS 

Email us on Compuserve 100631,167 or visit our website at 
http://www.audio-excellence.eo.uk/ for more details and our 
latest offers. 

EN RE 



Naim Audio CD3. 

CD player (under £250) 

jDENON,� 
DCD-825 £240 

C ombining Japanese build with 

UK-sound tailoring, the 

DCD-825 was Recommended 

way back in December '94. it's 

been a firm favourite in the 

budget marketplace ever since, 

thanks to its solid, beefy sound, 

with plenty of zest and vivacity. 

Denon m (01753) 888447 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 137 
Factsback 1531 

CD player (over £250) 

�!"�·��� --�(-� 
AUDIO CD3 £977 

Recommended in issue 155, 

Nairn's £977 CD3 has an 

alarming ability to outperform 

much more expensive alterna

tives. CD3 puts its energies into 

capturing the essence of the music 

rather than titivating the sound. 

Nairn m (01722) 332266 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 
Factsback 1765 

Tuner(under£250) 

�ARCAM . .: �-_ . . 

ALPHA 5 PLUS £220 

This tuner matches Arcam's 

other Alpha components 

very well, but also makes sense 

as a standalone device. Placing 

audio quality ahead of reception 

capabilities, the Alpha 5 delivers 

a zestful musical experience. 

Arcam m (01223) 440964 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 142 
Factsback 1254 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus. 

Tuner (over £250) 

;A�DIOLAB .--- - - 'X"'�7� 
8000T £800 

A Best Buy in issue 142, in 

spite of a substantial £800 

price-tag, this fine tuner excels 

in every respect. The 8000T 

boasts fine radio reception (even 

on AM bands), innovative ergono

mics and superior sound quality. 

Audio/ab m (01480) 52521 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 142 
Factsback 1254 

Cassette Deck 
(under£250) 

�-DENON . ·--- . ·, -:l 
DRS-640 £200 

A storming Choice Best Buy 

back in issue 140, this deck 

eschews gimmicky features in 

favour of simplicity and robust 

engineering, which should pro

long its active life. A drawer

loading mechanism gives an 

attractively slimline appear

ance, and the sound proved very 

smooth and satisfactory. 

Denon m (01753) 888447 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 140 
Factsback 1591 

Cassette Deck 
(over£250) 

� I!JONEER ·. --- .; -:. ::;· .f 
D-OS £900 

OAT (digital audio tape) might 

not have made any mass

market impact, but it remains an 

important niche among profes

sionals and serious enthusiasts. 

This £900 D-05 is the least 

Audiolab 80000. 

expensive of three Pioneer OATs, 

which all offer 96kHz high-rate 

sampling for the ultimate home

digital recording quality. 

Pioneer m (01753) 789789 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 152 

Integrated amp 
(under £350) 

[MUSICAL FIDELITY;"-;�·��--�� 
EIO £300 

The £300 El 0 is a minimalist 

design, which retains vinyl

disc-playing capabilities. This 

amp has the sort of soft, warm 

sound that is more commonly 

associated with valve designs. 

Musical Fidelity m (0181) 900 2866 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154 
Factsback 1746 

Integrated amp 
(over£350) 

�l;Y�us· 7"'. ;.;�---:>if-'!';:;-:;::� 
Ill £500 

This beautifully styled 'half

width' amp has full remote 

control, plenty of power, and 

ample facilities, including a vinyl 

disc input. The Cyrus Ill's sound 

quality is naturally balanced and 

vigorous, offering subtle detail

ing for the price. 

Gyrus e (01480) 451777 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 140 
Factsback 1585 

Pre-/power amp 

':AUDIOLAB·:·_,_ .:-: -. ·.""':_·-,_�-� ·- � /' ' 
80000/8000M £2,700 

Audiolab's advanced remote 

controi8000Q preamplifier 

Denon AVR-900. 

(£1, 100), combined with two 

8000M (£800 each) monoblok 

poweramps, offers leading-edge 

technology with capacitor-less 

signal paths and 150 Watts of 

power. The commanding sound 

has an authoritative grip, which 

creates solid, focused and artic

ulate images. 

Audio/ab e (01480) 52521 
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 145 
Facts back 1301 

AVamp(under£350) 

� J�-�N-��Jt'5{1 
AVR-900 £350 

This budget-level multi-channel 

Dol by Pro-Logic receiver has 

full remote control and a built-in 

40-presetAM/FM tuner. The 

AVR-900supplies a beefy 60 

Watts of power for each of the 

front three channels, plus an 

additional two times 15 Watts 

for the surrounds. 

Denon m (01753) 888447 
Pending review 

The only British-built integrated 

A Vamp, theXeta One looks 

more discreet than most of the 

breed, thanks to its use of the TV 

screen for display and set-up. 

Audiophile-grade power amps for 

the three front channels (from the 

290P) ensure you can have your 

multi-channel Dol by Pro-Logic 

movie sound, without compromis

ing serious hi-fi stereo performance. 

Arcam e (01223) 440964 
Reviewed Home Entertainment, issue 24 

............................................................ � 
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Celestion Style. 

This multi-speaker surround 

sound package uses lots of 

plastic mouldings to create strik

ingly curvilinear shapes, which 

not only look the business, but 

also perform the useful function 

of 'de-focusing' internal standing 

waves. The four models involved 

include the CSW/11 powered sub

woofer; the MP 1 for main left/right 

channels; Little 1 s for surround 

duties; and the CSC for dialogue. 

Celestion 1:: (01473) 322222 

Pending review 

The neat and discreet 60S 

features a Uni-Q coaxial 

driver and a built-in mounting 

bracket. Its obvious lack of bass 

reproduction is supplied instead 

by the cuboid 308 powered sub

woofer. Dialogue is reproduced 

by the 80C, which is another 

Uni-Q device, in a horizontal 

enclosure designed to sit above 

or below the screen. 

KEF 1:: (01622) 672261 

308 reviewed in Hi-Fi Choice, issue 154 

REL prefers to describe its 

speakers as sub-bass units. 

Their ability to supply genuine 

deep grunt, without mud dying 

everything up with mid bass boom, 

has broken Britain's traditional 

reluctance to take such devices 

seriously. The Storm might not 

be the prettiest sub around, but 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

KEF 60S, BOC, 308. 

it's packed with solid engineering 

and deep, deep bass. 

REL 1:: (0181) 207 5050 

Reviewed Home Entertainment, issue 26 

Bi-fi speaker 
(under £200) 

CODA 7 £120 

M assive sales success greeted 

the launch of this budget 

speaker. The Cod a 7 is larger 

and bassier than some of its 

rivals, and features an attractive 

(and functional) moulded 'soft

look' front panel, which snuggles 

around the drivers and port in a 

most attractive way. The sound, 

too, is very appealing, with a 

slight forwardness that makes 

detail open and explicit. 

KEF 1:: (01622) 672261 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, 1ssues 145 and 156 

Factsback 1783 

This is one of the best-looking 

budget floorsta nders around. 

The 733 doesn't use all of its 

generous box volume, instead 

behaving like a large bookshelf 

speaker, with an integral stand 

that's more stable than most. Our 

original review found the balance 

beautifully judged, but a revisit 

found the treble a little too dull. 

Mission 1:: (01480) 451717 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issues 139 and 

156 Factsback 1786 

The smallest and least expen

sive in B&W's luxury floor-

RELStoma. 

standingP-series range, theP4 

is attractively compact and 

finished in a selection of real

wood veneers. High-tech drivers 

include a Kevlar-coned main 

unit (port loaded) and a 26mm 

metal dome. The P4 also has an 

internal deflector panel, which 

directs internal reflections down 

into the wool absorbent inside 

the enclosure. 

B&W 1:: (01903) 750750 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 156 

Akai's TX700 was not just a 

feature-stuffed mini system 

of the stereophonic persuasion; 

it included Dol by Pro-Logic sur

round sound for cosy evenings in 

at the movies. The stereo sound 

was basically clean and unclut

tered from CD, tape or tuner, 

and the surround sound package 

was one of the sharpest around 

at the price, with impressively 

punchy surround effects. 

Akai a (0181) 897 6388 

Reviewed Home Entertainment, issue 32 

NB: THIS SYSTEM HAS BEEN 

DISCONTINUED AND HAS BEEN 

REPLACED BY THE TX710, £499.99 

0 uad's most recent system 

uses computer communica

tions techniques to link up signals, 

controls and power along Quad

link bus lines. However, what's 

even more impressive is the two

way menu-driven Quad Remote, 

which is, like the system itself, 

fully upgradeable and future

proofed. Matching box loud

speakers were designed in 

Pioneer PDR-05. 

association with Spendor, ensur

ing the whole£ 1, 944 system 

exudes British class from stem 

to stern. 

Quad 1:: (01480) 433177 

Reviewed: 77 amp Hi-Fi Choice, issue 

139; 77 CD Hi-Fi Choice, issue 155 

To get decent performance 

from a pair of budget minia

ture speakers, it's essential to 

get a good-quality pair of speak

ers stands. You can better the 

S£24 by paying more money, 

but at £70 this market leader 

does most things very capably 

indeed. The S£24 is properly 

engineered and very sensibly 

designed, to maximise perfor

mance for minimum outlay, 

making an ideal partner for most 

modest systems. 

Atacama 1:: (01455) 283251 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 140 

Factsback 1373 

Editor's awanl for 
Outstanding Hi-l"i 
Product of the Year 

The first truly affordable CD 

recorder, the PDR-05 lets 

you make up your own 60-minute 

COs, which can be replayed on 

any CD player. This genuinely 

innovative product could well 

represent the future of home 

recording. it's impressively flexible, 

allowing direct-digital recording 

from a variety of sources, as well 

as from analogue materia I. 

Besides this Editor's Award, the 

PDR-05 also picked up an EISA 

Award this year. 

Pioneer 1:: (01753) 789500 

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice, issue 148 
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Stuff is the sharp new 

one-stop guide to 

anything a man might 

want to buy-

and where to get it. 

Stuff reviews the very 

latest, greatest and 

wackiest products 

around, in a fast, funny, 

jargon-free way. 

Don't buy anything 
until you've bought Stuff. 

lt's your chance to 

become an instant expert 

on anything from buying 

a multimedia PC to, 

urn, a fruit-flavoured condom. 

No more jumped up 

salesmen getting one 

over on you, eh? 

Stuff. For men who don't want to get stuffed. 

[ON SALE 14 NOVEMBER] 



Baffled by hi-fi jargon? Confused by technical terms? rear not: Paul Messenger 

has the answers to your lexicographical questing, in the all-new Choice glossary. 

ACTm: Loudspeaker systems that con
tain, or partner, dedicated electronics
power amplification plus electronic cross
overs and equalisers. 
AFC: Automatic Frequency Control. A 
feature found in audio and lV/video tuners 
to ease station tuning and stability. 
ALC: Automatic Level Control. Used in audio 
recorder circuitry to avoid unwanted over
load, usually by sacrificing much of the 
available dynamic range. 
AM: Amplitude Modulation. This is a broad
casting technique used for medium- and 
long-wave radio transmissions, and for tele
vision pictures. 
AMP: 1) Ampere. A unit that measures 
the amount of electrical current flowing. 
2) Diminutive of amplifier. 
AMPUTUDE: Size or magnitude, hence 
loudness or level. 
ANALOGUE: Signal-modelling technique 
using a directly analogous and continuously 
varying medi�m. 
AV or A/V: Audio Visual. Software/pro
gramming in which audio and visual content 
is of similar importance. 
AUTO REVERSE: Audio cassette tape trans
port, which changes direction at end-of-side. 
AZIMUTH: Alignment of (audio cassette) 
tape-head gap with respect to tape path; 
inter-deck variations compromise high
frequency performance. 

BALANCE: 1) The relative loudness of the 
left and right channels of a stereo system. 
2) The relative loudness of different parts of 
the audio spectrum (for example, bass and 
treble) with respect to each other. 
BANDWIDTH: The range of frequencies 
with defined upper and lower limits over 
which a system operates. 
BASS: The lower part of the audible fre
quency range. 
BIAS: 1) Lateral force applied to tonearms 
to assist tracking. 
2) Electromagnetic preconditioning of audio 
tape recording; some cassette decks pro
vide adjustable bias to 'fine tune' tape and 
machine eo-performance. 

CASSETrE: Convenient system of housing, 
protecting and using magnetic tape in a 
plastic case. 
CD: see Compact Disc 
CD-R: Relatively new, pricey, but rapidly 
growing recordable-CD system; discs record 
once only; particularly useful for person
alised compilations. 
CD-ROM: High-capacity optical discs based 
on CDs but configured as flexible computer 

HI-FJ CHOICE 

read-only software; many applications 
including some AV potential. 
CUPPING: The consequences of over
driving an electrical circuit, resulting in 
waveform distortion and loss of control; 
especially common in power amplifiers. 
COAXIAL: Made symmetrical about a com
mon core- for example, shielded aerial 
cable or loudspeaker drive units. 
COLORATION: A general term used to 
describe the audible effects of a whole 
range of different distortions in various 
hi-fi components, but especially record 
decks and loudspeakers. 
COMPACT CASSETrE: World standard for 
consumer tape recording/playback. Originated 
in the '60s and still going strong(ish). 
COMPACT DISC (CD): World standard for 
laser-read digital-stereo music discs. 
COMPATIBILm: From the basic ability of 
different items of equipment to work 
together, to the subtleties of their interaction 
and optimisation of same. 
CONVERTER: DAC, digital-to-analogue 
converter. 
CROSSOVER: More precisely described as 
a dividing network, the electrical circuitry 
inside a loudspeaker that apportions the 
drive signal to the individual drive units. 

DAC: Digital-to-analogue converter. This is 
used to change digital-audio code to ana
logue, prior to amplification. 
DAT: Digital Audio Tape. A digital cassette 
tape format that uses CD-type signals and 
is incompatible with compact cassettes. 
Used by the music business, but rare in the 
consumer marketplace. 
DCC: Digital Compact Cassette. A medium 
launched in the early Nineties to little effect. 
DECIBEL (dB): A logarithmic unit used to 
express relative loudness. 
DIGITAL: Digital audio uses a variety of 
approaches to represent the essentially 
analogue music signal in digital code, for 
storage and/or transmission- for example, 
CD, OAT, NICAM stereo, MD, Dolby Digital. 
DIN: German standards body, responsible 
for a popular range of standard plug/socket 
specifications widely used in Europe. 
DISTORTION: Literally any deviation from 
the original, though often specified to partic
ular mechanisms. Hence, non linearities. 
DITHER: Low-level noise added when digi
tally encoding a signal to randomise quanti
sation errors. 
DOLBY B: Original domestic noise-reduction 
system for audio cassettes, now ubiquitous. 

DOLBY C: More extreme but less popular 
extension of Dol by B. 
DOLBY DIGITAL (u;a AC-3): Multi
channel surround sound system for movie 
soundtracks. To date, software is only on 
imported laser discs. 
DOLBY S: Complex 'smart' noise-reduction 
system, which should help the compact 
cassette survive beyond the millennium. 
DOLBY HX: Record-only system that in
creases high-frequency headroom, especially 
with cheaper Type-! tapes. 
DOLBY PRO..LOGIC: Technique that 
extracts additional centre-front (dialogue) 
and surround channels from stereo movie 
soundtracks, for home cinema reproduction. 
Used almost universally on movies. 
DRIVE UNIT/DRmR: The sources of 
acoustic output in a loudspeaker; includes 
woofers, tweeters and so on. 
DUB: Copy- for example, on tape. 
DVD: Digital Video Disc. A nascent high
density optical disc format intended to 
squeeze complete movies onto compact
size discs, with potential for better-than-GO 
sound-only applications. Still to be launched 
(and it's taking a time). 
DYNAMIC RANGE: The ratio (dBs) 
between the loudest and softest sounds a 
system or component can handle. 

ELECTROSTATIC: A principle employed in 
some exotic loudspeaker and headphone 
transducers. 

fiLTER: An electrical circuit used to limit 
the bandwidth of a signal. 
FM: Frequency Modulation. A widely used 
method of encoding signals for transmission 
or recording. 
FREQUENCY RANGE/SPECTRUM: This 
can refer to any spread of frequencies, but 
most commonly the audio band of human 
hearing, from 20 cycles per second (20Hz) 
in the extreme bass to 20,000 cycles per 
second (20kHz) in the highest treble. 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: The variation in 
output across a specified range of different 
frequencies. 

GAIN: The amplification ratio of electrical 
signals. 

HARMONIC: Harmonics are the whole 
number multiples of a base frequency called 
a fundamental. 
HARMONIC DISTORTION (THD): The 
addition of unwanted harmonics to a signal. 
HF: High frequency, such as treble. .,... 
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THE PRODUCTS 

DOLBY DIGITAL 
AV5t03 System controller £4850.00 

AV5t05 Stereo power ampiHier £t200.00 

AV5t40 Floor standing speakers £2000.00 

AV5t20 Compact speakers £650.00 

AV5tt0 Black Local speakers £295.00 

WhHe Local speakers £3t 5.00 

AV5t50 letlve lsobarik speakers £2850.00 

AV5t0t Personal handset £250.00 

CD,PLAYERS 
KARIK £t750.00 

MIMIK £875.00 
NUMERIK £t400.00 

TUNERS 
KREMLIN £2600.00 

KUDOS £775.00 

KUDOS (Sneaky) £500.00 

TURNTABLES 
SONDEK LPt 2 lnc Lingo PS £1750.00 

SONDEK LPt2 lnc Yalhalla PS tt200.00 

SONDEK LPt 2 lnc Basik PS £t050.00 

TONEARMS 
EKOS £t500.00 

AKITO £350.00 

CARTRIDGES 
ARK IV ttooo.oo 

KLYDE £500.00 

Kt8/tt £250.00 

K9 £t50.00 

K5 £55.00 

CONTROL AMPLIFIERS 
KAIRN 

WAKONDA 

£t700.00 

£850.00 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 
MAJIK £750.00 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 
KLOUT 

LKtOO 

£2000.00 

£650.00 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
KELTIK AKTIV £4400.00 

KABER AKTIV E2440.00 

KABER PASSIVE Et800.00 

KEILIDH AKTIV Et 450.00 

KEILIDH AKTIV Et 200.00 

KEILIDH PASSIVE E700.00 

TUKAN AKTIV Et 000.00 

TUKAN PASSIVE E500.00 

SEKRIT AKTIV E850.00 

SEKRIT PASSIVE £850.00 

LOEWE TELEVISIONS 
ART 

20-tOO 32" £3599.00 

70-tOO 28" £t649.00 

84-tOO 33" £3299.00 

95-tOO 37" £4500.00 

CALIDA 

5555Z 2t" £tt99.00 

5572Z 29" £t599.00 

5584Z 33" £2099.00 

ARCADA 

72-tOO 29" £t849.00 

8584ZP 33" £2549.00 

(/') 

I� 
electrontcs 

Linn Hi-Fi •· Linn AV 

Knekt Multi ·-Room • L oewe TV 

UP TO 36 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
ON ALL PRODUCTS 

(min purchase £200) EXAMPLE: Cash price £2,000.00 Deposit £200.00 
Balance payable by 36 Months at £50 per month. Total payable £2,000.00 0% APR 

Subject to status. Terms apply. Written details on request 

ENdOY THE LATEST DOLBY DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 

AT OUR FINCHLEY STORE, LONDON 
344 I 346 REGENTS PARK ROAD, FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON N3 2LJ 

OPENING HOURS: Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm (Closed Friday lunchtimes 

between 12.30pm and 2.00pm) 

We are situated 50yds from Finchley Central Tube Station (Northern Line)-

Tel: 0181-349 1166 Fax: 0181 346 2268 



HI-FI STEREO: Name specifically given to 

stereo FM soundtrack system used on 
upmarket domestic VCRs. 
Hz (HERTZ): Unit of frequency of vibration, 

I Hz equals one cycle per second. 

IMPEDANCE: Measure of the electrical 

resistance (and reactance) of a compo

nent's inputs and outputs. 
INTERMODULATION (IMD): A form 

of distortion whereby a high and a low 
frequency interact to produce sum and dif
ference signals that are not harmonically 

related to either. 

JACK: Connector standard used for head

phones and microphones; Walkmen begat 

mini-jacks. 

JITTER: Perturbations in the timing clock 

used to reconstitute an analogue signal 

from digital data. 

kHz (KILOHERTZ): I,OOOHz or vibrations 
per second (1kHz actually corresponds to a 
tone nearly two octaves above middle C). 

LED: Light-emitting diode, usually a red 
indicator bulb. 

LF: Low frequency, such as bass. 

UNEAR: A linear device that produces an 

output that exactly mirrors the input over 

the required operating range, and so is dis
tortion free. 
LONG WAVE (LW): Low-quality AM radio 

band, loved by housewives, old dears and 
cricket fans. 

'LOUDNESS': A switchable equalisation 

sometimes fitted to amplifiers, which 

boosts low and high frequencies. Intended 

for low-level listening but scorned by 

enthusiasts. 

MD: see Mini Disc. 
MINI DISC: Sony-led compressed-digital 

audio record/replay format on tiny optical 

discs. Happening in Japan but not much UK 
activity yet. 

MEDIUM WAVE (MW): Low-quality AM 

radio band loved by sports fans. 

MIDBAND, MIDRANGE: The middle range 

of audio frequencies, where the ear is most 

sensitive. 
MODULATION: In whatever medium, the 

variations or coding that describe the pro
gramme signal 

MOL: Maximum operating level, of audio 
tape, usually referred to five per cent mid

band distortion. 
MONITOR: High-quality loudspeaker. 

MOVING COIL: A transducer system, 

which changes mechanical energy into 

electrical energy or vice versa; used in high

quality pickup cartridges and in convention

al loudspeaker drive units. 

MOVING MAGNET: Inverting the moving 
coil technique, a transducer system where
by a magnet (or induced magnet) moves 
within a (relatively) static coil. Widely used 
in low-cost pickup cartridges. 
MULTIPLEX FILTER: Device fitted to 

some cassette decks to avoid interference 

from stereo pilot tones when recording from 

stereo FM radio. 

NICAM: Acronym for digital-stereo-sound

with-TV system, currently widely available in 
UK terrestrial TV broadcasts. 
NOISE: Random, unwanted low-level 

signals. 

OCTAVE: Span of frequency or pitch that 

represents a doubling or halving of frequency. 

OHM (Cl): Unit of electrical impedance or 

resistance. 

PHONO: The most commonly used plug/ 

socket system for audio signals; also 
abbreviation for record deck. 
PICKUP (CARTRIDGE): Device with 
cantilever and stylus at the end of a record
playing tone arm. 

PORT: In reflex-loaded loudspeakers, the 

opening that is 'tuned' to the box size and 
main driver characteristics, to improve out

put at low frequencies. 

POWER AMPUFIER: The final stage of an 

amplifier, which provides the urge to drive 

the loudspeakers. 
PREAMPUFIER: The first part of an ampli
fier, which accepts, switches and routes the 
signals from and to other components, 
applying any equalisation and adjusting vol
ume prior to feeding the power amplifier(s). 

RF: Radio Frequencies. Used for the trans

mission of radio signals. Sometimes cited 

as a cause of distortion within audio kit. 

MiniDisc or MD has its sights set on replacing the compact casseHe as the mass market medium of choice. 

HI-FI CHOICE 

SENSITIVITY: I) In loudspeakers, the 

amount of output (loudness) for a given 

electrical input (usually one Watt) 

2) The electrical signal input required by an 

amplifier or tape recorder to deliver full 

power output or recording level. 

SCART: 21-pin Euroconnector standard 

widely used for audio/visual applications, 

especially the connection of television to 

peripheral devices (aka Peritel) 
SEPARATION: The separateness of the left 

and right channels of a stereo audio system. 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE, S/N: The difference 
between the maximum level of a signal and 

the background noise left when the signal 
is removed. 

STEREO: Literally 'solid'-a system that 

uses two loudspeakers (or a pair of head

phones) to create solid, spatial sonic images. 

STYLUS: Carefully shaped piece of diamond 

that rides the extracts information from a 

vinyl record's groove. 

SUBSONIC: Below the audible-frequency 
range -for instance, below 20Hz. 
SURROUND SOUND: Systems that go 
beyond stereo in attempting to envelope the 
listener in sound from all around (see 
Dolbys Pro-Logic/Digital AC-3). 

TREBLE: The upper part of the audible 

frequency range. 

TWEETER: Small loudspeaker drive unit 

used for higher-frequency (treble) sounds. 

TYPE I: Basic ferric audio cassette tape. 
TYPE 11: Premium chrome or superferric 

audio cassette tape. 
TYPE IV: Upmarket metal-particle audio 
cassette tape. 

ULTRASONIC: Frequencies above the limit 

of human audibility -for instance, 20kHz. 

UNIT: Loudspeaker drive unit. 

VALVE: Early therm ionic electronic device, 
still highly regarded by many enthusiasts. 
VCR: Video cassette recorder or video 
recorder; sometimes VTR (video tape 
recorder). 

VOLT: Unit of electrical potential difference; 

a varying voltage is used to 'model' audio 

signals in transducers and electronic 
components. 

WATT: Unit of electrical power (the product 
of voltage and current). 
WEIGHTING: Equalisation applied in mea

surement techniques to improve relevance. 
WOOFER: Loudspeaker drive unit that han

dles lower-frequency (bass) sounds. 
WOW & FLUITER: Low- and high-frequency 

pitch variations due to poor mechanical per
formance in tape transports and turntables. 
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a 
This month Hi-Fi Choice brings you a fabulous set of 
compact speakers. Don't delay- order now to guarantee 
your speakers for Christmas. 

revo 
• 

sou 851 
Sound bites ™ are muHi-purpose, multi-directional 

speakers, perfect for a variety of home 

and business applications. 

Soundbites™ may be small but The base cleverly doubles as 

they are incredibly powerful. a wall mount bracket for 

These stylish ·speakers include vertical or horizontal mounting 

a built-in pivot in the base for for the best in surround 

infinite adjustment across sound for your home cinema 

virtually 360 degrees.
��IM� 

or hi-fi system. 

reablres iad•de: 
e Pinpoint sound for 

precise staging and 

effective sound 

e Ergonomic shape and 

compact size for 

flexibility in use 

e A variety of finishes to 

suit .any decor or taste 

e Magnetic shielding for 

the best sound when 

using them with a 

computer or home 

theatre system 

• Weather resistant for 

many outdoor uses, 

for extra speakers into 

the garden 

e Attached 10 foot (3 
metre) pre-tinned cable 

e Very easy to install 

JE43A Grey Fog 



Your second chance to buy the Finest 

Hi-Fi Magazine In The World. £4.00 each 

including p&p (overseas orders £6.95) 

Sept 1995-Issue 146 April1996 -Issue 153 

Subwoofer secrets, How to turn your Hi-Fi 
over 151oudspeaker into a Home Cinema -
supports, pro-audio dialogue speakers; 
debated upon. Sony' s widescreen TVs; AV 
WM-06C Professional processors. Amps -
walkman and the how do they work?. 
LS3/5a. CD-63. 
Order Ref: AE46B Order Ref:AE538 

Oct 1995-Issue 147 May 1996 • Issue 154 
The 1995 Ultimate Amplifiers - Our pick 
HiFi Awards. The EISA of the UK's best buys. 
winners and reviews Exclusive report on 
of successful hi-fi the stunning 
products, plus budget Micromega Minium 
CD players go through system. Plus the Hi-Fi 
their paces. Choice buyers guide. 
Order Ref: AE478 Order Ref:AE54B 

Nov 1995 -Issue 148 June 1996 -Issue 155 

An exclusive test on The British Hi-Fi 
Pioneer's all-new Awards revealed. 11 
£1,300 domestic CD players between 
CD-R machine plus £400-£1000 checked 
reviews on loudspeak- out. Speakers that 
ers and four integral- rock. 4 of the latest 
ed valve amps. Pre/Power amplifiers. 
Order Ref: AE48B Order Ref:AE558 

Dec 1995 -Issue 149 JuVAug 1996 -Issue 156 
Seven stylish The British Hi-Fi 
"lifestyle" systems Awards revealed. 11 
and 12 budget amps CD players between 
reviewed. Plus: hi-fi on £400-£1000 checked 
the Internet, Harman out. Speakers that 
digital amp, ProAc rock. 4 of the latest 
speakers. Pre;Power amplifiers 
Order Ref: AE49B Order Ref:AE56B 

Jan 1996 - Issue 150 
Sept 1996 -Issue 157 

Collector's Edition- Top Amps for under 
the hottest products £350 - Headphones 
from 1995. Also: up to £150 evaluated 
Trichord upgrade, CD - The latest in tuner 
players explained, technology - A look at 
and Pioneer's 96 kHz budget speaker 
DAT portable. cables. 
Order Ref: AESOB 

Order ref AE57B 

Feb 1996-Issue 151 Oct 1996 • Issue 158 

UK's hottest £250- Europe's Hi-Fi Awards 
£500 CD players and Special Issue - 15 
equipment tables on pages of the ultimate 
test. Plus: Harman's Hi-Fi and Home cine-
Citation system, ma systems - a 
£8,000 Mark- report on 8 new cas-
Levin son CD player. sette decks 
Order Ref:AE518 Order ref AE58B 

March 1996 -Issue 152 Nov 1996 • Issue 159 

Speaker special, 14 The CD player 
speaker megatest - champs! - 10 premi-
HFC look at the tall um speakers stands 
and the small. 'the reviewed - 5 of the 
ultimate audio latest turntables 
recorder is revealed. priced between £500-
Order Ref:AE52B £1,200 

Order ref AE59B 

For subscri lion ueries lease call 01454 620070 
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We have a few choice polo shirts 
available at the very attractive price of 
jost £8.95. Britis Racing green with a 
discreet embroidere logo, they're top 
quality, 100% cotton and (n XL only. 

Ref: JE39A/, 

£8.95 

r----------------�-------
1( you don't want to cut up your magazine, or need more space, you may send deta1fs on a separate sheet. 

Please enter codes clearly to prevent any delay with processing your order. 

Order ref: Description Qty. Price 

JE43A Grey Fog 

JE44A Grey Stone 

JE45A Carbon Fibre 

JE46A Silversnake 

JE47A Molten Lava 

JE48A Buried Walnut 

Total number of items ordered 

For Europe add £9.00 

For Rest of the World call or fax for quotation 

Total of Order£ 

Prices are for UK mainland only. Please call for a p&p quote for other orders. 
Please allow 28 days for delivery. 
0 I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to Dennls Direct for £ _____ _ 

or ... 

Please charge my 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 0 Amex 0 Delta 0 Switch £ _____ _ 

Card number 1_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_11_1_1_1_1 Expiry Date 1_1_11_1_1 

Signed 

NB. If using Switch, please enter your card issue number 1_1 

Mr/MrsjMs Surname Initials 

Address 

Postcode 

Daytime telephone number 

0 Please send me a VAT receipt 05-96-BB 

0 This informatlon may be added to our maHing list. Please tick here if you would ptefer not to re<:eive details of special offers. 

Send completed form to: Dennis Direct, PO BOX 2505, Alcester, 650 4JU 

Overseas ordering: If ordering goods from outside the UK please add an additonal £9.00 

(Europe) or call for quotation to cover additional postage for the rest of the world. 



to purchase goods utilising our Interest Free 
should be 21 or over, in full-time employ
over 16 hours and housewives with work· 
are also welcome), holding a valid I c�'eou,e/c,·edit card, I. D. will berequired in the form of a 

I eg. gas, phone, etc., or a drivers license. Up to 
instant credit is yours.Larger amounts of credit 

available, up to £:5000.00 subject to a small credit check. 

OR TAKE OUR 

FREE GOODS OFFER! 
Buy goods to certain value and obtain goods of your choice from our vast range absolutely free (only applies when using Cash I 
Cheque I Credit Card or Debit Cards eg. Switch/Delta) The free goods voucher can be redeemed on the spot or within 3 months. 

£100 = £15 goods FREE ! ! £300 = £50 goodsFREE ! ! £500 = £BS goods FREE ! ! 
£BOO = £120 goods FREE ! ! £1000 = £200 goods FREE ! ! £2000 = £400 goods FREE ! ! 
£3000 = £600 goods FREE ! ! £4000 = £BOO goods FREE ! ! £5000 = £1000 goods FREE ! ! 

The free goods voucher will be issued to the purchase of hi-fi or AV Separates Components and Speakers and not Vision prod
ucts. However the voucher obtained can be redeemed against ANY product from our vast range, ( including TV,s VCR,s and 
Camcorder).NOT in conjunction with exclusive Hi-Spek deals or sale items listed on these pages or interest free credit. 
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SONY. 
TA VASES 

- . -----

UlltO 2t months Interest free 
Wllen this product Is purchasect 
wllll o lull speaker package. 

NOW ONLY £699.t9 
� ila'Yiii.i'mt':t.'"O% API 

®PIONEER 
CLDD925 

YAMAHA 
DSPA2070 

Upto J& months Interest free 
when this product Is purchaset 
with a lUll speaker package. 

{\!)PION 
CLDD515-1 

£129.90 
£199.90 

ml; :
.
: :::��::::::::::·£329.90 

......... ��::: 
£99.90 

.......... £149.90 

........... £99.90 
............ or. ......... £179.90 
......... .. 0% ..... . .. £449.90 

""""' ..... 0% ......... £299.90 
........... 0% ........ £2500.00 

................. 0% ......... £329.90 
.... ...... . 0% ......... £349.90 

£348.00 
.... £398.00 
..... £578.00 
.... £643.00 
... £798.00 
.... £898.00 



FERGUSON 

FV98HVX 

314.... . . 0% 
TUNERS 
412 .............. 0% 
41405 ......... 0%. ........... £249.95 

COMPACT DISC PLAYERS 
510 ............... 0%.. .......... £199.95 

512 .............. 0% ........... £249.95 

513 ................. 0% .... ..... £289.95 

514 ................. 0% .......... £369.95 

515 ................. 0% .......... £349.95 

517 ................. 0%. ......... £399.95 

CASSEnE DECKS 
613...... .. .. 0% ........... £229.95 

614 ................. 0% .......... £269.95 

616 ................. 0%. ......... £299.95 

TURNTABLES 
533 ................ 0% ........... £219.95 

PRE AMPLIFIER 
114 ................ 0% ........... £269.95 

106.... . ... 0%.... . ... £369.95 

118 ................ 0% ............ £999.95 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 
912 ....... ........ 0% ........... £199.95 

916 ...... ....... 0% ........... £499.95 

214...... . .... 0% ............ £369.95 

216THX ......... O% ........... £469.95 

208THX ........ 0% .......... £1099.95 

HOMI CINEMA 
713 ................ 0% ........... £479.95 

716 ............... 0% .... ....... £599.95 

316...... . ..... 0% .£449.95 

910 ............... 0% ... £399.95 

917 ................ 0% ............ £549.95 

soscc ........... o% ............ £169.95 

805RC .......... 0% ............ £149.95 

55176EB 
Upta 2• months 
Interest free 
when this 
�uctls 
pUrchased with 
any AMP & CD 

NOW ONLY 
£249.99 
IIOpllltiiUI-tl 
.... ..- .. uus 

TOTAL PAYABLE 
u•ut0%APR 

BRENTWOOD, ESSEX OPE• 
su•DAY 
, ...... 111 High street, Brentwoocl, Essex, CM14 4RX 

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 9.ooam to s.:sOpm 
saturctay 9.0Gam to 6.00pm 

we are sitUated 2 minutes from Junction 28 Off the M25. 

Tel: 01277 22& JOJ 
Fax: 01277 222 377 

lllfiCHLIY 
IIRAfiCII 
OIILY 
IIOVIMBIR 
TO .IAfl 
lfiCLUSIVE 

REFERENCE SERIES 
REF/STANDARD ... O% ......... £4999.00 

STUDIO MOt>M ... O% ......... £2449.00 

ST\1010 UL ...... 0%........... £899.00 

STUDIO 0.75M .•..• O%.......... £749.00 

T·LINE SERIES 
3 ROSEWOOOO%. ....•••••... £749.00 

T3 BLACK 0% ............. £699.00 

T2 ROSEWOODO% .. ........... £599.00 

T2 BLACK 0% ...... ....... £549.00 

TARGET 
MAIN DEALER 

TANIIOY 
MAIN DEALER 

0% .... 

0% 

.... 0% 

.... 0% 

0% 
SCLS10 ......... 0% ..... 
AMPLIFIERS 
SE .. A2000...... 0% .. .. 
SU.C2000 ...... 0% ..... . 
SE·A1000 ...... 0% ... . 

SU.C1000 ...... 0% ... . 
SU·V620 0% 
SUVJOO......... 0% ... . 

suvsoo.... 0% ... . 

SUA600MK3 .. 0% ... . 
SUA700MK3 .. 0% .... . 

SUA900MK2 .. 0%. ..... . 
SUASOOD ....... 0% .. .. 

SUA900D ....... 0% .. .. 

SHAV500....... 0%........... £279.95 

CASSETTE DECKS 
RS·AZ1.... 0%.... .£299.95 

RS·AZ6 .......... 0%........ £229.95 

RS-BX501 ...... 0%.... £199.95 

YAMAHA 
HOME CINEMA 

UPCRADE PACKACE 

DSPEJ90 + 
NSE105 ._ 
NSC105 � 

-
NOWONLYU4D 

HOME CINEMA 
VALUE PACKAGE 

FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON 
344 I 346 Regents Patt Road, Fincllley Central, London N3 2U 
Opening Hours: Monday to saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm 

!Closed Friday lunchtimes only between 12.30pm and 2.oopml. 
we are situated so yds away from Finchley Central TUbe station 

Tel: cfllfi�Ni'ile.tt&& 
Fax: 0181 346 2268 

electronics 

MAIL ORDER CALL US NOW ON 0181 349 1166 
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Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Aura, Bang & Olufsen, Beyer, Bose, B+W, 
Canon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Dual, Jamo, JPW, JVC, Kef, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mitsubishi, Monitor 

BERKSHIRE 

Agents for: 
Audio, MordaunVShort, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 

Panasonic, Path, Philips, Pioneer, Project, QED, Quad, Rei, 
Rogers, Rote!, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, Technics, 

TDK, Thorens, Wessex, Whariedale, Yamaha. 

Ask about FREE delivery & FREE installation 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

11-12 Market Place, Reading• Tel: 01734 583730 
18 King Street, Maidenhead* Tel: 01628 73420 
Princess Square, Bracknell* Tel: 01344 424556 
4 Priory Road, High Wycombe Tel: 01494 535910 
62 Northbrook Street, Newbury Tel: 01635 32474 
12a Park Square, Luton• Tel: 01582 459915 

*DEMONSTRATION ROOMS 

BIRMINGHAM 

37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH (01753)538287 

252/254 High Street, Slough SL 1 1 BN (01753)538288' 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (01494)528605' 

9 Market Street. Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296)25119' 

11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (01628)483555 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SLB 1JX (01628) 778611 

11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG12 1LS (01344)869898 

�'t-�11�-Jtd& M iii i#J·�f 
� �a�e��di::!s�:2L�siv�=.�;;;Iu�tl��A�d� wETAKE:- � 

- Research, Theta, Dy naudio, and Sonus Faber. The Midlands' best z I!IJ • 1:1;1 
11 HiFi store also offers the latest from B&W, Orelle, DPA, Musical INTEREST FREE 

LJ Fidelity, Ruark, TEAC, Meridian, CYRUS, Yamaha and KEF. CREDIT AVAILABLE 

bE MONSTRAT I ONS BY A PPOINT MENT 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull 156-157 Lower High Street, 
O PENING TIMES: Birmingham 817 BDL 892 BJL (near the ice rink) Stourbridge DYB 

TUES-SAT 10.00-5.30 Tel: 0121 429 2811 Tel: 0121 742 0254 Tel: 01384 444184 

T hursday 10.00-7.00 FAX: 0121 434 3298 FAX: 0121 742 3471 FAX: 01384 444968 

EX-DEMONSTRATION SALE - CALL EDGBASTON BRANCH FOR DETAILS 

Norman H. Field l!t:...r;· 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: ��: : �=�;:;,�
s 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

BATH/BRISTOL 

ATC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Alon. Audiomeca. AMC, 
Cadence Valve. Chord AMPS, Electron ic Comp oniet. 
Harmon Kardon. Heybrook, Jomo. Lyra . Ortofon. 
Perception. Pink Triangle, Ruark. Michell, REL Sansui, SME 

BUCKS 

Hazlemere Audio 
CONSULTANTS 

OUR AIM is to help music lovers increase 
their enjoyment of music in their homes. 
To listen to the beautiful music produced 
by the world's finest audio equipment call 
for an appointment, day or evening: 
High Wycombe (01494) 437892 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

(inc. 20A). Sonic Unk, Stox. Sugden. \ t _. ...a_. 
Sumiko. Townsend. Triangle, Wadia �,.:::! !...Y.J. ALCHEMIST, ARION, ART AUDI O, AUDIOMECA, B ASIS 

BAT, CLASSE, EAD, FANFARE, KORA, L.FD, LUMLEY, 
MIRAGE, MUSE, N OTIINGHAM ANAL OGUE, ORT OF ON, 
TE AC, TRIANGLE, TRICHORD, TRI L OGY, V.P.I, 
S.D. A C O U STICS, STR A IGHTWIRE, V.A.C, WADIA . 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A.T.C. o AVI o QUAD o DENON oMISSION 

oROTELoMARANTZoYAMAHAo 
MERIDIAN o DENSEN o LINN 

3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 =t•�l 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 Elllil!i!!li1 

CHESHIRE 

• TEC HNIC S • PIONEER • MARANTZ • T.D.L • TANNOY • � • 
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Who's Best in Home Cinema? 
and MINI SYSTEMS- LASER DISC- SATELLITE- NICAM VIDEO- C. D. V.-

DOLBY PRO-LOGIC TV- HI-FI SEPARATES- LOUDSPEAKERS- CABLES- STANDS 

We are: 
WARRINGTON• AV 
106 BRIDGE STREET 

WARRINGTON 
TEL: 01925 636215 

WARRINGTON:no: > 
< · CHESTER CHESTER AV 

AUDIO-VISUAL 475T- ���¥��HROW 

TEL: 01244 320414 

a 
E 
N 
N 
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8 
E 
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• MITSUBISHI • JAMO • MISSION • CELESTION • ATACAM • 808E • 

HI Fl CHOICE 
uour No .. 1 9uide to buuin9 Hi Fi 
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CORNWALL 

Sounds Perfection 
NEW TO CORNWALL 

AUDIO SPECIALIST 
THE ENTHUSIASTS REQUIREMENTS AT HEART. 

ALCHEMIST. ANALYSIS. A RIO . AUDIOMECA. AUDIO-NOTE. 

CADENCE. HARMA KARDON. MICHELL. MONITOR AUDIO. 

ORTOFON PROJECT. REL. SME. SONIC LINK, THORENS. 

TRICHORD. TRIA GLE. 

ALSO THE INCREDIBLE PHYLOSOPHY CABLE RANGE 

DIRECT FROM US. HA 'D CONSTRUCTED IN CORNWALL 

DEMO'S AVAILABLE BY APP. 
HOME TRIALS 

FREE CONSULTATION 

TEUFAX 01326 221372 
MOBILE 0468 764353 

CUMBRIA 

CUMBRIA'S 
LEADING HI-FI 

SPECIALIST 

Demos and Part Exchange Welcome 
Advice, selection, sales, installation and service. 

6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE (01228) 46756 

ESSEX 

JLhew � Osborne 
Akai • Alphason • Arcam• • B&W • Bang & OJursen • Bose • Celeslion • 

Dual • Harman Kardon • Kenwood • Quad* • Maran!Z • Mordaum-Shon • 

NAD • Nakamichi* • Pioneer • Ruark • Sony • \Vharfedale • Yamaha • 

* Epping am/Saffron \V a/den only 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPI 'G • TEL: (01992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TI:L: (01799) ;23728 
70 SOUTH STREET BISHOP'S STORTI'ORD • HERTS • TEL: (01279) 656401 

GRAYSTON 
sound&vision 
Comforlable demo rooms 
Free deliverylinstallatiou 
Home trials 
Musical evenings 
Excellent credit facililies 
available 

LINN QUAD 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM B&W 
BOSTON 

}.B.L. 
PH/LIPS 

THORENS 
DE NON 
ROT EL 
RUARK 

KEF 
PIONEER 

33 Sir lsaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

CLIHEJ 
ilnil/0 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, 

Blackrock, 

ililliii 
Dublin. 

Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 
Open: lues- Sat 10 am to 6 pm. 

Thur- Fri 10 am to 6 pm. 

DUNDEE 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

David Orlon Auo1o v1suAL 

Stockists of 
Arcam, Audio Innovations, Audioquest, 

Aura, Beyer, B&W, Base, Celestion, Cyrus, 

Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth, 

Musical Fidelity, Nakamichi, Ortolon, 

Pioneer, Pro-Ject, REL, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, 

Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, T horens, 

Van den Hul & more! 

Expert friendly service: Listening room 
Pioneer Reference Point 

6 Bancroft, Hitchin, Herts SGS lJQ 
TeVFax 01462 452248 

Aiwa, Aura, Base, B&W, Canon, Cerwin Vega, Denon, 
jamo, )PW, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunl· 

Short, NAD, Pioneer, Rogers, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Tannoy, Targel, Technics, T horens, Yamaha. 

0°/o CREDIT AVAILABLE • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
15 YEARS SOUND ADVICE LASERDISC 

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL ADVIC.J·: 
WATFORD (01923) 226 169 

13 CHAR J'I.R 1'1.'\t.l .. HI!;JJ S'l REI. I,\\,\ 11 ORIJ 
7 • � • ' 

REL Acoustics 
subwoofers 
MAGNUM amplifiers 
We stock the full range of these 
U.K. "Best Buy" products. 
Ten day home trial welcome. 
Visa, Mail Order. 
Ask about ex demo stock. 
Call Hertford Music 
01992 442425 

io n�a o�t mor� a�o�t aa��rtiai�� �� 
t�� nMat �ifi ma�ali�� i� t�� worla, 
�all ���a �aa� o� ( �111) �11 J�Jo 

tflle Audio File 
Specialist• In excellence 

FOR THE BEST IN BRITISH HI-FI 
& HOME CINEMA ENTERTAINMENT 

VISIT OR CALL TO ARRANGE A 
DEMONSTRATION WITH PRODUCTS FROM: 

• AUDIO LAB • MICROMEGA • KEF 
•ARCAM •SONY 
•MISSION � •YAMAHA 
•LINN •REL 
•NAIM •QUAD 
•REGA •RUARK 
•CYRUS •DENON 
+ LOEWE •ABSOLUTE SOUNDS • PRO-AC 

27 Hockeri/1 Street. Bishop's Stortford, Herts 
Tel: (01279) !J08!J78- l'ax: (01279) !J088!JS 

41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
Tel: (01Z2!J) 88!JO!J- l'IIX: (0122!J) !J4!J97!J 

HUMBERSIDE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind ... 
Audio Innovations, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 

Ken wood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 
Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rotel, 

Sony, Tannoy, Technics, Wadia 
and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL : (01472) 351391 

KENT 

m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

JVC llAI 
"J'whnb 

(.\I) PIONEER' 

B&W jamo 
....... a.-•z· 
PRO • LOGIC 

plus many more • . .  

BRANCHES AT 
The Broadway. 138 Pelharn Rd. 

Bexleyheath, Kent. Gravesend, Kent 
Tel' (0181) 298 7880. Tel: (01474) 326600 
Fax: (01474) 535 937 (01474) 569601 
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LANCASHIRE 

� HI-FI t!PCCIAUff 
-

MONITOR I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER 
SOUND I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 

I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ I KEF 
I SPENDOR I THORENS I ROTEL I TEAC 
I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY I ROGERS 
I CELESTION I TDL I SENNHEISER 
I AND MANY MORE 
t BIG D ISCOUNT t TWO YEAR GU ARANTEE ON HI-FI t 

t FREE HOME INSTALLATION t EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS t PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM t 

CHORLEY {01257) 271935 
54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY 

MANCHESTER 

SHROPSHIRE 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

NORTH WALES 

ELECTRO·TRADER HI·FI 
YAM.AHA * Rotel * NAD * Onkyo 
TEAC * Tannoy * KEF * Infinity * TDL 
* Musical Technology * Sugden * etc 
Contact JOHN HODKINSON for e�pert 

advice. All equipment available for 
home demonstration 

19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, 
N.Wales Telephone 01492 548932 

OXFORDSHIRE 

a ream mission 
audioquest nad 
denon naim audio 
hey brook nakamichi 
kef quad 

LONDON 

27 BOND STREET, EALING WS e 0181 567 8703 
APOllO, AUOIOIAB, AURA, BOSTON, 8&0, B&W, CABLE TALK, CANON, CASTLE, CHORD, 

DENON, DUAl, EPOS, EVOLUTION, HARMON KAROON, KEf, MAPANTZ, MICROMEGA, 

MISS ON, MU� GAL fiDEUTY, NAD, NAKAMICHI, ON IX, ONKYO, QUAD, RE� ROGERS, RO� 

ROYD, SOUND STYLE, SYSTEMDEK, TARGET, THORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 
Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFl RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171-924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll 
NOW IN OUR SECO 0 FRUITFUL YEAR 

NORFOLK 

·� �-; -reT[·.��;:i�t li&.:� , , (01508) 570829 
Basically Sound of Norfolk ;iiil STOCKISTS OF LEADING Hl-Fl 

Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, 
Cable Talk, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn, 

Nakamichi, Rote!, Royd, TDL, and others. 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNll lUA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The ji-iendly shop with the best sound 

systems in !he Sow h. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10arn-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: Arcam, Exposure, JPW, Nairn 
Audio, Maranlz, Orelle, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio 

Technica, Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw 
Electronics and many more. 

HI Fl CHOICE 
lJOUr No. 1 9uide to bulJintJ Hi Fi 

WEST MIDLANDS 

• 3 Hi-Fi Studios -
� ............ � 

MR.,..--.t;:c_Oll 

•Home Trials 
• Home Cinema Theatre 

•Audio Visual Equipment 
� •lnhouse Service Department 

___ ... • Mail order available 

Audio Equipment from leading and specialist 
brands for you to listen to and choose from. 

•Interest Free Credit (On Selected Items. 
APRO%-written details on request) 

Hi-Fi for those with 
an eye for Quality Tel: 01922 493499/473499 
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SUFFOLK SURREY 

Front End Problems? 

COl/faCt: 

The Cartridge Man 
[t doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the 
best- listen to my Koetsu- and- Decca- eater. 

Also agents for Croft. Moth. Thorens. Pentachord Speakers 

& No11ingham Analogue - plus cartridge re-tipping Jervice 

(0181) 688 6565 

WARWICKSHIRE 

ill 
I OA Chapel Street, 

: .. • .. Stratford Upon Avon 
CY37 6EP 

• Tel!Fax 01789 414533 
HIFI 

APPROVED DEALER OF QUALITY HIFI FROM: 
ARCAM, B&W, BOSE, CYRUS, DENON, KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA, 

MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO, NAD, ONKYO. PANASONIC, P IONEER, 
ROTEL, SONY, TEECHNTCS, YAMAHA 

OPEN 9.30 TO 5.30 MONDAY TO SATURDAY. DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT. 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED. MAIL ORDER & EXPORT REPAIRS & SERVICE 

UP TO 18 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE 
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YORKSHIRE 

RUARK NAO • ROTEL • MYRYAO • TDL 

"Where Music Comes First" 

; u:a.no PUI::In 
,c.eBueLI� 6UILI&e.1,a.e.1 

e e.�v.. e.1v 
158 Victoria Road Scarborough, 

North Yorks Y011 1 SX 

{01723) 355654 

HI-FI ACCESSORIES 

KLIPSCH 
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Horn loudspeakers -a legend in 
sound for over 50 years, KLIPSCH 
hi-efficiency speakers are used in 

many studios, top hi-fi and 
stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 

(0121} 430 7817 

SALES & SERVICES 
LUXURY LOUDSPEAKERS 

THE BANDOR 
"TRIDENT" 

8] lo) f"E\ f"l0 n l[)'lr(S\ ID:) DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO ��U\:'J��l.JQ 11PENFOLOCOTTAGES 

MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS �����L�G��fN 
DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MINIATURE BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS lel/ Fax: (01494) 714058 

The Bandor "Tridem" 
Lo11dspeaka is a rriple 
cabiner, 11i1ra compacr. 
full range system. rhm 

is m·/ed ro he bmh 
discrete ret atrractil1e, 

in aimosl any 
enviromnent. 

Breathtaking clarity and 
opennen from the 

tinyest rea/lti-fi system 
(11"0111/d. - !rttl\' 

exceptional.· 

DESIGN (1. PO\I'e/1 · /995) 
Rewil price £789.00p 

vat included 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The M3-TL, S3TL, S4TL and S5TL are superb Hi -Fi Transmission Lines using 
excellent SEAS, IPL, Audax and M OR EL drive units to achieve sound quality and bass 
extension which is equivalent to speakers costing in the range of £700- £2000. 
The kits include sturdy cast chassis bass units, quality textile dome tweeters, quality 
crossover components for hardwiring, grille material, acoustic foam, T-nuts and bolts, 
Dual terminals for 8\W\RING, spikes and assembly plans and instructions. 

M3TL - 5.0" bass unit, cab size 810 x 186 x 210mm £178.00 + £6.50 p&p 
S3TL - 6.5" bass unit, cab size 903 x 230 x 350mm £187.50 + £6.50 p&p 
S4TL 8.0" bass unit, cab size 960 x 275 x 400mm £216.00 + £7.50 p&p 
S5TL - 1 0" bass 6" mid., cab size 1080 x 320 x 400 £383.00 + £7.50 p&p 

Plain or preveneered MDF Cab kits also available. Please phone for details, or 

Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 

ALTERNATIVELY send 38p S.A.E for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising: 
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING & BUILDING speakers, and full technical specs, including 

response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories. 

"PICTURES" by BANDOR 
Pictures arc slim. attractive. wall-mounted 
loudspeakers. only 2 inches thick. offering 
superb sound quality. 

Pictures comain an advanced driver. with spun 
aluminium cone. in a cabinet with a ceramic 
front. allowing their use in steamy environments 
such as kitchens and bathrooms. whilst being 
equally suitable in surround systems� 
DESIGN (J Powell- 1994) 
Very high quality --- very small. Banish 
mediocre extension speakers forever� 

Retail one pair £329 vat included. 

For more informal ion on these and other Bandor 
systems please send a SOp stamp for brochure. 

REVOX SERVICING 

REV OX SERVICE 
Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair 

Insured Carriage arranged 

Free Estimation 

Also: Tape Supplies 

Second User Reconditioned 

Machines 

Spare parts orders welcome 

Free Advice 

RamTek 
Tel: (0181) 207 6159 

Fax: (0181) 953 1118 

Kinetic Centre, T heobald Street, 

Borehamwood, Herts. \VD6 4SE 



Dealer Guid e 

SALES & SERVICES 

MAIL ORDER 

PRE-OWNED 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED 

EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
VOYD Releren<e Tumob' (l.irge Mot011) ....... £4695 ACCUPHASE ElDl lnl'lfited Imp ................... £495 
B&W Matrix 801 �akfrl & 1tall<h ExceDent.. .£2495 GENES I� model IN �a�en. mint.. ....... ........ .£2495 
B&W808 loumpeakers....... . .. ............... £1995 IADIS D€fy l1tereo amp. mint . ..................... £1695 
APOGEE Ciliper loudsp<iloo........... . .. ......... £950 AUD� REI�RCH DAC 1........ . .............. .... £991 
STUDffi M07 Pro. tape re< orde-r MINT.......... £3750 OAACLE Altxandria M kill turntab!t .. . . ............ £595 
CONOOJQHNION Prem" Ei<Jht "" Moool.£8991 KREll KIA IO�e< demo)... . .......... . .......... £1191 
10�1(£ AAD sp<ikeo �lh >lln<il ................... £650 51JGDEN AU51 P"'" •mpif"········· .............. £6111 
MNK TRIANGli D•C•po DAC ........................... £995 PRO·AC Re>p01• 0� '5' (o demo) .. .............. £991 
MARTIN LOGAN Cllll El�u�otk> ................. £1695 PRO·AC Tiblone 50 (ro>ewood). . .... £611 
D£NON Dllll4 MC p/ml <iruidge NEW .......... £100 ClfARAUD� Tumoblel•rrn list £40011oo� ... £1150 
ORTOION MC15fl p/ml tirtridg< NEW .•........ £110 l£N1£K X Mootlo '�"'�"'·························· .. £191 
IONUI lASER Eie<to '!"'!eo & Slat!ltinds .... £i195 T�LOGY Mono p<���<r imp> model 958 ......... £1791 
THITA Dati�><CDTiin>pO!I ....................... !J195 HAILER XL600!"""�>pif"················ ...... £ 995 
AUD� HCHNICA ART I MC (irtridg< Boxed ..... £495 MU5(Al FIDEUlY 1A p•mp .;� pim> .... .  £1111 
AAVA l<in loooo loudsp<il1fl .... .... .......... . .  £49 lUXMAN Cll1 �··•mp �� piml >toge ......... £591 
NAIM NAC62N PrNmp Boxed ......................... £150 lUXMAN MQ 3600 KT88 stereo� ampflfer£119) 
NAIM HKAP PO'Iver wppt,o Boxed .. .................. £395 MAJ:K I.MNION ML6b dual rrooo PcNmp, rare.U495 
NAIM NAP140 Pcr.�tr Amp Boxed .. .................. £395 MARK lfVINION Ml3 lOO watt sterl'O amp ..... .£119) 
XLO Type llp<a�• C•b< 1.5mu •t. ............... £195 R£VOX A76 1U�<r/A78 imp. bo•ed mint... ........ £500 
CA51LE Chell• RoonliOO'n<J 'I"'�"' ... . .. ... .£195 REVOX 141 p<>�r imp (mirle<!) ...................... £600 
APOGEE Cenour Mro loudsp<ikot ................ £595 ROGERilln sp<i�O Bla<k i!h . ...................... £150 
M<INT05H C18 �e ""P (mint) ........................ £195 FOUNDATION lp<ikei eo•< ttinds 18' ............ £100 
TP.IN5PARENT Rei. int"'"""'t IS'>Lpai ........ {1595 BOXED •I 100 RCA Oi!>icj eo..;� booo ...... £191 
fR.AiiSPARENT Rel.lflterconne<t ll.pau ........ £1295 "lll% off nfW HEYSROOK Quartet speaker� 
TRAMPARENT Ulu. bi·wife �· tible 1l•t.. .. £1195 & >tinds (£840) .......................................... £671" 
TRAMPARENTPiiooo!i�e 1.5mtn . ... ........... .£195 

THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFER 
Buy our Theta DataBalic CD tramportwith anyadvertised DAC and lave £295 onthe advert1sed price 
DON'T MISS OUT ON THAT BARGAIN! FOR AN-UP-TO-THE-MINUTE LIST: 

ht1p:J/members.aol.com/heatherdallheatherd.htm 
ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A 

MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. 

QUAD MAIN DEALERS. 
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK. 
202 Findon Road, Worthing, Sussex BN14 OEJ TEL: (01903) 872288 

after hours number (0860} 660001 FAX: (01903) 872234 

MARBLE PLINTHS 

STONE for SOUND 
• slate speaker cabinets 

• granite, slate and marble platforms 
• acoustic balance blocks 

any item designed and manufactured to 
individual specialist requirements 

ZARKA MARBLE 
Tel 0171 431 3042 Fax 431 3879 

"A FRESH, TRANSPARE 
INTERCONNECT PACKED FULL 

(DNM RESON) ... H 

MAIL ORDER 

IAN HARRISON HIFI ;"�'� �.�.;,83 70287s 
• SPECIAL OFFERS· TEST CASSETTES 

SENNHEISER HD5650 110.00 HARRISON MULTI-
SENNHEISER HD265L 110.00 PURPOSE 20.00 
SENNHEISER HD535 78.00 
SENNHEISER HDSBOP 160.00 HARAISON AZIMUTH 7.50 

AKG K240M 55.00 HARRISON SPEED 7.50 

AKG K240DF 70.00 
SONY MDRC0550 45.00 IE.SI..QLo 
BEYER DT531 105.00 
BEYER DT911 185.00 DENON AUDIO-

TECHNICAL 15.00 
• LIMIIEQ QU8NIIIIES 
I ALSO SUPPLY: CARTRIDGES. HIFI NEWS TEST 

TONEARMS, TURNTABLES, CD C0 3 13.00 

PLAYERS. CASSETTE DECKS. 
OAT. MINIDISC. DCC. COR. DENON ANECHOIC 

AMPLIFIERS, TUNERS, ORCHESTRAL 30.00 

CABLES. HIFI FURNITURE. 
MICROPHONES. BLANK 
TAPES. TRANSFORMERS. 

SURROUND SOUND CD's 

CARTRIDGE ALIGNMENT TELARC 20 BIT 12.50 

GAUGES, TRACKING FORCE DELOS 2CD 12.50 
GAUGES. GENERAL 
ACCESSORIES. 

TEST RECQRDS Ql!NY!,.!!) 

• PLEASE PHONE FOR HIFI NEWS TEST 
SPECIFIC PRICES, DETAILS OR RECORD 15.00 
ADVICE 

POSTAGE: (U.K.): TEST CASSETTES, CD's & LP; FREE. 

CARTRIDGES: FREE. ALL OTHER ITEMS: £5. OVERSEAS: £10. ON 

ALL ITEMS. •ALL PRODUCTS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED WITH 

FULL U.K. GUARANTEES. NO EX·DEM OR EX-DISPLAY OR GREY 

IMPORT GOODS. PLEASE PHONE TO CONFIRM PRICE & 
AVAILABILITY PRIOR TO ORDERING 

MAIL ORDER ONLY FROM IAN HARRISON HI Fl, 7 MILL HILL. 

AEPTON DERBY, OE65 6GQ TEL (U K) 01283 702875 9am-9pm 

AMPLIFICATION 
TODAYS RRP 

Lumley Reference Valve Monoblocks 120wpc� 
Sonograph SC1 Preamp Mint .f-960 
World Audio K5881 Valve Power amp � 
Gyrus 2/PSX Graphite Model £..7.00 
Concordant Excelsior preamp/groove/ 
power supply 
Art Audio VP1 valve preamp 
Mclntosh C712 Remote Preamp 
Lino Kairn Pro Pre-amp 
Lino Klout Power Amp 
Audiolab BOOOC/P Black Mint 
Nakamichi Stasis PA?E 200w/200w 
AI 1000 Pre/200 Power 
Croft Series V Power 
Nakamichi IA-3 Amplifier 
Gyrus 2/PSX Late Stack Model 
Moth Passive Pre 2 � Monoblocks 
Quad 77 amplifier (ex-dem mint) 
Nairn 160 x 3 power amps/Aips PSU 

NAC42 Pre/Naxo/Linn lsobariks 
B+O Seocentre 9000 + RL60 Mk2 Mint 
Meridian 200 System 204/207/M30/209 

S/H 
£2000 

£545 
£545 
£425 

£795 
£595 

£1095 
£1095 
£1800 
£1075 

£675 
£695 
£375 
£250 
£495 
£399 
£649 

CAREFULLY USED HI-FI WANTED. CASH 

READY - WE'LL COLLECT 

CD PLAYERS/CASSETTES/TUNERS/REEL TO REEL 

Nairn CD1 
Linn Karik CD Player 
AVI 8200 MT Tuner 
Nakamichi Cassette Deck 2 
Arcam Delta 70 CD Player 
Quad FM3 

TODAYS RRP 
-
s:.>a5e 

Quad 77 CD Player (ex dem) 
Micromega Trio Trichorded CD Player 

£600 
� 
� 
£lW 

� 
1;4200 

S/H 
£1250 
£1400 

£425 
£239 
£235 
£100 
£699 

£2150 

YOUR SPECIALISTS HI-FI CAN BE SOLD 

ON A COMMISION BASIS - SO% 
CASH UPFRONT GUARANTEED ON 

COLLECTION 

TURNTABLES 
TODAYS RRP 

Aoksan Xerxes/Kuzma Stogi/ATF3 £fflOO 
SystemDek 2XEIRB300 � 
Thorens T0180 MKV/Stanton 500 -E899 
SystemdekJMission/Grado � 
Linn LP12/Syrinx P2, Koetsu Rosewood � 

S/H 
£800 
£300 
£199 
£245 
£575 

PART-EXCHANGE - OUR TRADE IN 

PRICES ARE UNBEATABLE AGAINST ALL 

THE TOP BRANDS WE STOCK 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Linn Keilidh/Kustone Stands 
Quad ESL63 Black/Stands 

TODAYS RRP 
->885 

� 
� 

--"&ffi 
� 

Spica TCSO SEX External crossover 
EPOS ES11ffeak/Bi-wire/Stands 
Spender S 100 Mahogany Mint 
Spender 520 Walnut Mint � 

C1<l99 
.gee 

Yamaha NS1000 Rare in Cherry 
Rega ELB Black Mint 
IMF TLS80 
Celestion SL6 
Monitor Audio MA800 
Rogers LS? 
Time Window 1 A 
Polk Audio RTB Mint 
Lentek Monitors 

NOW AVAILABLE -

.u<lOO 
.1;;!99 
-£+95 
_g;w 
..1;999 
� 

uooe 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON ALL 
SECONDHAND AND NEW ITEMS. 

S/H 
£595 

£2095 
£650 
£450 

£1300 
£500 
£700 
£240 
£600 
£220 
£495 
£300 
£499 
£295 
£375 

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST FOR A COPY 
OF OUR BROCHURE. 

35-42 Cowgate Peterborough 
Telephone (01733) 311587 



BUYING ADVICE 

Kevin Scon airs some controversial views on the thorny topic of hi-fi buying. 

A 
hi-fi system should aim to 

reproduce the complete live 

musical experience as plausibly 

as possible. Unfortunately this 

objective often seems to be forgotten by an 

industry that once combined passion with 

ingenious means to achieve increasingly 

higher fidelity, but which now combines 

marketing and ingenious packaging to 

realise increasingly higher sales. 

Unfortunately for the music lover, neither 

style nor a strong brand image are any 

guarantee of high sound quality. Similarly, a 

system comprised of 'recommended' 

components from a magazine buyer's guide 

is no guarantee of satisfaction. 

When you visit a concert hall a number of 

things will immediately strike you. First, 

there is the enormous scale of the 

performance. Second, there is the vast 

dynamic contrast. Third, there is the 

magnificent breadth and depth of tonal 

shapes, shades and colours. All of these 

qualities are used and manipulated by a 

composer as fundamental components of 

artistic impression. Without them the impact 

of any composition will be diluted. 

Listening to the vast majority of hi-fi 

systems, this dilution is all too readily 

apparent. The scale of presentation is often 

tiny. Worse sti 11, there is next to no contrast 

.:0.1ru...J�<V<Vi:J..!J 
. 1£J.Q.l _j �<V <V 0 _j 

. E}.i:J ..!..1 o-:v<:J..J _j 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

Finding good hi-li is easier than finding aliens - but both discoveries result only from open-minds ... 

in dynamics- those that exist are 

compressed unevenly. More deflating still, 

tonal colours are flattened, often to 

restricted monochrome shadings. 

So the most important question for the 

music lover to ask is: how do I bring the 

concert hall experience into the home? 

The only way to answer this satisfactorily 

is to find an audio dealer who shares the 

same aspirations. A dealer who 

understands your needs can 

explain how they 

will be met, and 

practically 

illustrate solutions 

to you. You need to 

phone dealerships 

before you visit and 

gauge the level of 

expertise and 

interest. There are 

many shops that 

are extensively 

stocked with many 

brands, but have no 

idea what they want to achieve 

sonically, or how to achieve what you 

want sonically. The fact that some dealers are 

happy to sit on the fence and let you choose 

what you prefer is not in your best interest. lt 

may take some searching, a number of 

'phone calls and a degree of travel outside 

your immediate locality, but when you have 

found a quality dealer you will usually be 

pleased with the results in the long run. 

A good system always works as a whole, 

displaying an overall balance of virtues. The 

essential qualities of the concert hall 

experience- natural tonal balance, full tone 

colours, good scale and wide contrast- will 

all be present in equal measure. This balance 

is achieved through the artful matching of 

components, including important but 

apparently peripheral items such as power 

cables, connecting cables and equipment 

supports. The net result is an exciting and 

engaging musical experience that encourages 

you to purchase music and develop your 

musical sensibility. 

Any system is only as good as its 

weakest link- which could very well be 

your resistance to being advised. 

Kevin Scott is the proprietor of Definitive Audio in Nottingham. 

Views expressed are not necessarily those of Hi-Fi Choice. 
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NEW ISSUE 

Onwk28 

HOW TO ••• 

Work abroad 
Pay less tax 
Be brainier 
Rally drive 

tile year's top 
babes, bikes, cars, 

hi·fi, booze, gizmos, 
... absolutely bloody 
everything, in tact 

' l�lll�ll!l�illlllliilii ' 



TBE DIRECTORY 
Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi·Fi 

The legendary Hi-Fi Choice Directory is now simpler to 

use than ever before, but contains all the information 

you need to select and buy the perfect hi·fi system. n Discover which products fall within your budget by 

using our Price Guide (starts on page 1 14). This 

listing is updated monthly and includes all hi-fi 

products currently available in the UK. it is organised by 

product type, then by price band, and is sorted alphabetically. 

Products whose names are printed in red are those that we 

have reviewed. Which leads us to ... 

Read about the hi-fi equipment that we have reviewed 

in the Directory (starts on page 122). Here you will 

learn which items have been singled out for our 

famous Best Buy and Recommended awards, which denote 

products of exceptional quality and value. The Directory is 

sorted by product type and listed alphabetically, and the 

beginning of each section provides essential information about 

each kind of hi-fi component. 

Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory 

(starts on page 139) to book a demonstration of the 

products you are interested in. 

Best Buys and Recommendations 

If you see a Best Buy (red) or Recommended (blue) flag at the 
beginning of an entry in our Directory of reviewed products, the item 

concerned is particularly deserving of your attention. 
4 Red signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of 

the best quality and superb value for money in their price category. 
4 Blue Recommended products offer excellent quality and value, 

but not the same cost-effectiveness as a Best Buy. 
Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 
always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

Using Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hl·fl. 
Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer, 
magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A, 
Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This 
is unlikely to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our 
belief at Hi-Fi Choice is that you must consider the 
hi-fi system as a complete entity, not as a collection 
of components. While a superb system might well 
contain Best Buy and Recommended components, 
one cannot lump together Best Buys and Recommendations 
in the hope that they will automatically perform superbly. These 
ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing 
components worth trying, but only by hearing them for 
yourself can you draw meaningful conclusions about 
what suits your taste. Furthermore, don't panic if the 
dealer offers you equipment that we have not tested. 
At the end of the day, what matters most is that 
your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and it is 
the dealer's challenge to ensure your satisfaction by any 
means - and components - necessary! 



0 
• 

AMPLIFIERS 

1 
Integrated Amps 

Ailrau..3 140 
._ Alplll7 250 
Clllllridp Audio New A1 100 
c.llrillp Audio A2 120 
Clllllridp Audio A3 200 
CNek 0111-11 129 
Grundig Vll 160 
Harman/Kardon HK610 200 
J.YC AX-R5BK 200 
IVCAX-¥8811 230 
-.nwood I<A·3020SE 200 
.._. A-312 200 
.._. A-331 250 
lllnnlz PM- 47 150 
lllnnlz PM-34 150 
lllnalz PM- 57 200 
NAO 310 100 
11111312 200 
OllllpA-181 200 
"'-A-105 130 
"'-A-103 130 
"'-A-203 150 
"'-A-2041 160 
"'-A-3001 200 
Pioneer A-303ft 200 
Pioneer A-300X 230 
..... A-40511 250 
.. lrll 229 
Rote! RA970BX 250 
- TA-fE200 130 
- JA.f300 !50 
- TA-f241£ 200 
Sony TA-f448E 250 
1fAC AII3IO 200 
1fAC All5l8 250 
Technics SU-'1300 170 
Techmcs SU-A600 Mk3 200 
'l'lcUics SU-¥500 200 
Tlclllks SU-¥120 230 
Tlallllcs SU-A700 Mill 250 
1'1111111AX-3t0 170 
Yamaha AX-490 249 

Alcbemisl Axiom 289 
Alchemisl Max1m 319 
........ llpilw 330 
.__... 350 
._..,...9 500 
Audio Innovations Alto 300 
Aud1olab 8000A 500 
Aura VAIOO 11 400 
Cl� Kalypso 499 
Creak 4240 279 
Creek 4240SE 350 
llenon PMA-450SE 280 
EMF Audio Sequel 349 
llltwaiKardoa Hl620 280 
Harman/Kan!on HK1200 300 
HannanJKardon HK1400 400 
llannan/Kardon HK640 450 
.._ A-353R 350 
a-A-313 400 
Magnum IA170 299 
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IIIIQII!z PM-66SE 300 
IIIIQIIIz PM-65 300 
lllrlntz PM-711AV 400 
lllrlntz PM- 8011 450 
M1ssion Gyrus Ill 500 
llodl30 lnlqnlld 320 
Musical Fidelity E!O 299 
llllslcll Fldelitr E!Ol 499 
lilllslcllf"odelltrA2 499 
HAD 314 260 
11111317 470 
0111 OA32I.E 479 
Onix0A31 480 
0111 OA32IIJC 499 
OU,OA-911 350 
OU,.A150 370 
Orelle SA-100 449 
Pioneer A-400X 300 
Pioneer A-503ft 300 
PioMir A-802 350 
PioMir A-805 400 
Ploaelr VSA-701S 500 
Pro-Jecl Model7 300 
Rega Elex 398 
Slltlrllt 2.5 489 
S..,'IAFA-3ES 400 
Till< Ellclronics Storm 1 500 
Ttcllnics SU-AIOOO 400 
Technics SU-A900 Mk 2 450 
Ttcllnics SU-A9000 500 
'fiiiiU AJI-590 299 

Alcllealslllntun AnniY 549 
Alclllallst lltlnosis 650 
AMCCVT3030 529 
Audiolab 8000S 700 
DPA Renaiscance 595 
DPA Renaissance 595 
Exposure XX Super 700 
Gamma Acoustics Gemini 699 
..........,...rdon Hl64i0 650 
LFD Integrated 0 549 
LFDitiiiiJ'IIIdO (Ph) 679 
U.llajlk (Uno) 650 
IJIIII'OIIOpal 685 
Magnum Class A 675 
llicrwllp Tetnpo 1 700 
Mllsic:IIF"odelitrA220 699 
Myl}ad Ml120 530 
.... AIIdio NaR 3 549 
OllllOA31LE 579 
Pionoer¥SA-DI02S 600 
Quad 771A 700 
llaUH Caspian 695 
IDieScioll 545 
SIIRnltPhaso2 649 
S1llllaoaltAudio SF60 549 
Talll Ellclronics Storm !P 549 
Talll Electronics Storm 2 650 
rue 11-X7R 700 

AlcbHIIstforselli 899 
Ariln Acoustics Adonis Export 999 
AIIIVA150 800 
Bl$21100111 799 
Clpllnd CSA 8 950 
Cl lllwlopNwts Romulus 998 
CRdoiMP702 938 
CRdoiMP703 1,000 
Electrocompanill ECi -2 990 
Elqlan lV Saper 800 
.............. HI&IO 1,000 
LFD lldltiJitld 0 U 799 
i.lnn Majik (Phono) 725 
IIIIIIIZ PM-11 900 
Meridian 551 795 
llil:nalepl'olllpo2 900 
111astn1 Ultra u-r 900 
...... IIC-200S 895 

724 

PRICE GUIDE . 

Piotleer A-07 
RtpEiicH 
Sllume Phase 2 Refennco 
5onJ TAFA-5ES 
Sl8lnl8ort Audio SFIOO 
Talll Electroaics Storm 2 P 
rue AI-XIO 
1lnlto woo 
Uaisol Research · 

I, 
Ari011 Acoustics Talos 1.499 
AriOII Acoustics Nortus SE 3008 1,850 
AriOII Acoustics Tycho 1,999 
Art Audio lnll&n 1.499 
Audio Innovations Classic 25 1,099 
Audio Innovations S500 1,199 
Audio Innovations S700 1,199 
lllyston 8-10 1,090 
lllyston B-8011 1,249 
Copland CSA-14 1,100 
Capland CTA-401 1,699 
CRdoUM 702 1.191 
CRdoUM 703 1,249 
DR I59 1,595 
Dll834 1,599 499 Cepland CSA-303 

Eleclracompanitl ECi-2SF 1,173 Audio Innovations P 1 369 Copland CTA-301Mkll 

Grul Venticinque 1,995 Audio Innovations l1 369 Counterpoint SA-lOOOE 

LFD latearated 1 1,099 Aldlo Innovations T2 425 Coalllerpoint Solid 8E 

lbralllz PM-16 1.700 Cl'llk OBM-8 99 Coaaterpoint SA-2000E 

llltrlcus lntrare 1,095 Cl'llk OBM-9 110 CRdo CMP004 

Miastnl Partridge 1.499 Creek P4 2 279 CRdo CMP005 

Monrio MC-205 1.545 Crimson CS610C 450 Dawn Audio Prtludo +50 

MIISical F"odelity AlOOO 1,399 Oonon PMA-425R 230 ONM 3 Start 

lloprs E-20a 1,090 DPA JlSP 200S 495 ONM lA Start 

lloprs E-40a 1,900 DR 834P 399 DPA Enli&fdenment 

Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 1.795 DR 834l 449 DPA DSP500S 

Soaas-Fabor Quid 1,223 
Hannan/Kanlon AP2500 499 Dpavectorl200 

Tllbe Tecll Unisis S'line 1,399 
l1D Unostap lSO 499 llyaavoctor PlOO 

Tllbe Tech Unlsis phono 1,399 Lumley Reference PP70 325 OrnavectorllOO 

lhlis etl Research Simply Four P 1.555 lumley Relertnco PP! 325 ECA VistaS 

Unis etl Research Simply Four T 1,595 Maanom MP330 475 ECA Visla HO 

Woodsldo ISA230 Une 1,099 Midloll lso 420 ECA Prisma 

Woodside ISA230 Disc 1,249 Motfl 30 Passive 149 Electrocompaniet ECP-1 
Moth 30 RIAA 199 Electrocompanitl ECP-1 SF 

Adrlon Opera . 2,595 Motfl30 Active 249 Eloctrocompanitl EC-4.5 

Eleclracompaniet ECi-1 2,233 Modi 30 RIAA !OOVA 299 Eloctrocompanitl EC-4.5SF 

Electrocompanitl ECi-1 SF 2.415 Modi 30 Active !OOVA 349 Eloctrocompaniol EC-4 line 

Glllllna Acoustics Rhythm 2.499 
MU$ical Fldolity E20 399 Eloctrocompanitl EC-4 SF line 

.lldis OA30 3.490 Musical fidelity F2 499 Eloctrocompanitl EC-3MC 

Jadis DMO 5,490 
MAD 114 270 Exposure XIX 

lniiiAV-3001 2,490 
MAD 116 430 Exposurt XVII 

llcilllosiiiiMBOO 3.735 llaim Audio Pnlix 334 Gamma Acoustics Era Std 

llll'lcus Onosta 2,595 llaim Audio NAC9 2 448 GruiWFBTwo 

Pioneer A-09 4,000 Qod Voctor 199 GruiWFB Ono 

TUbe Tech SYROIIY 1 3,999 
RtpEOS 398 11eJbrook Signaturt 11 

Utlsoa Research Porforma nee Ono 4,500 Roksan Art Almls 395 Jadls DPL2 
Rose RV-23 450 l1D MC! Phonoslage 
Rote! RC970BX Mkll 175 LFD lSl linostage 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 1 500 LFD MC2 Phonoslage 
Technics SU-ClOOO 350 LFD lS2 linostage 
Thorens TIP-2000 500 LFD Unestap LS2P 
Unison Research Sim Phono 500 LFD Unestap LSB 

Unn Wak endall 
AdJIDtl ChOIIIS 1,995 Una Wakenda 
Alcllemisl Fonotti Prt 919 Una KaimUno 
Arion Acoustics Eros 1,199 Unn Kaini Phon e 
Arion Acoustics Eros Phono 1,399 IJJmloy Refennce PSI 
Art Audio Headline 700 IJJmley Reference WAP1.5 
Art Audio VPL 741 Lumloy Reference LV1.5 
Art Audio Conductor Phono 750 lumley Reference l¥1 
Art Audio YPl 952 lumloy Reference LVI 
Art Audio Conductor 1,250 l.allllty Refennce WAP! 
Art Audio Conductor Export 2,000 Lulllley Refennce 1JR PV1.5 

AIIC AYI! Control 
Audio Innovations l2 749 Lumley Reference P¥1.5 

AIIC 1030 
Audio Innovations P2MM 749 lumloy Refennco P¥1 

AIIC 514 
Audio Innovations P2MC 949 Lumley Relertnce P¥1 

AIIC A¥11 H. I Control 
Audio Research PH-3 1,550 Marantz AC-500 

Allatopt Saturn 
Audio Research LS-7 1,598 llllralllzEC-500 

An ..... Saturn MC 
Audio Research LS-3 1,845 Marantz SC-23 
Audio Synthesis Pro Passion 595 llcintosb C712 
Audio Synthesis Passion 695 Mmcos ln&redi 
Audio Synlflosis Passion 6 1,195 Meridian 501 
Audio Synthesis Passion BS 1,695 Meridian 562 
Audio Synthesis Passion 8M 1,695 Meridian 50! V 
Audiolab 8000& 550 Meridian 562Y 
Audiolab 8000PPA 900 Meridian 502 
Audiolab 8000Q 1,100 Midloll Arp 
Aura CA-200 700 Micholl lso HR 
Aura CA-200C 750 Micholl Arp HR 
A¥1 S2000MP 849 Micbl RHC-10 
A¥1 S2000MP+ P 1,049 Micbi RH0-10 
8ly$ton .4 546 Micbi RHA-10 
lllyston BP! 673 Mlcromop Tempo P 
lllystonBP5 757 Moario AON 
lllyston BP4 802 Moario PLURl-l 
lllyston BP20 958 Musical fidelity f25 
Bryston BP-25 1.129 MAD 118 
ilrystotl BP-25P 1,355 Nairn Audio NAC92R 
llrystDa 48-ST PRO 1.495 Nalm Audio NAC72 
Bryston BP-25MC 1,580 Maim Audio NAC 102 
Chenl CPA 1800 1,730 Oaix OA36l 

900 OtlixOA36 
1,950 Quid 71PR 

1,155 
1,349 
1,195 
1,195 
1,695 
1,246 
1,876 

951 
950 

1,500 
695 

2,000 
1.195 
1,495 
1,995 

760 
880 
880 
580 
675 

1,200 
1,343 
1.466 
1,648 
1,953 

800 
850 
999 

1,195 
1,895 
1,600 
1.790 

949 
999 

1.499 
1,599 
1.750 
1,999 

750 
850 

1,400 
1.700 

795 
895 
895 

1.000 
1.150 
1,150 
1,350 
1,500 
1,500 
1,700 

700 
900 

1,000 
1.479 

925 
695 
765 
875 
995 

1,295 
730 
895 

1,339 
795 

1,150 
1,150 
1,250 

625 
960 

1.499 
1,000 

599 
690 
998 
999 

1,100 
850 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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Rep HAL 
Roksan ROK-l2.5 
Rose RV-23S 
Slltame Phase 6 Pre 
Sheame Pflase I Pre Rei 
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 
Sonic Frontiers SFL-1 
Sonic Frontiers SFP-1 Sig 
Sonic Frontiers SFL-1 Sig 
Sumo Ulysses 11 

umo Athena ll line 
umo Polaris Ill 

SU1110 Atbena 118m LS 
Su1110 Artemis OP 
Sumo Audiomada Ill 
Sumo Model Five 
Talk Electronics Hurricane I P 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 2 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 2P 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3P 
Technics SU-C2000 
Tesserac TAAOA 
Tesserac TAU 
Tesserac TAHA 
ThOretiS TTP-2000F 
Thoret1s TRP-3000 
Thule PR200 

998 

1,250 

525 

895 

1,399 

1,095 

1,395 

1.495 

1.795 

629 

767 

950 

987 

1,695 

1,810 

1,975 

550 

650 

730 

900 

1,000 

700 

1,500 

1,500 

1,800 

650 

Power Amps 
- - � --� - � --

AMC 2445 299 

AMC 2030 449 

Arcam Alpha 9P 400 

Arcam Delta 290P 400 

Creek A42 279 

Crimson CS620C 450 

Denon PMA-250SE 160 

Denon PMA-350SE 200 

Denon PMA-725R 350 

Meracus Ciere 
Meridian 555 
Michell Alecto Stereo 
Michell Alecto Mono 
Michi RHB-05 
Michi RH8-IO 
MicromepAmp 
Monrio Cento 
Monrio HP! 
Moth 30 Stereo/GO 
Moth 30 Mono/lOO 
Musical Fidelity FX2 
HAD 218THX 
NAD Monitor 208 
Nairn Audio NAP140 
Maim Audio HAP180 
Maim Audio NAP135 
Halm Audio NAP25ll 
OniiOA&Ol 
Onix OABOI 
Onil OA701 
Papworth TVA50 
Quad 71SA 
Quad 707 
Rega EXS 
Rega Emn 
Roksan ROK-Sl.5 
Rose RP-190 (Dual Mode) 
Rote! RB9908X 

1,095 

750 

1,150 

1,989 

l.IOO 

2.000 

1,250 

I,495 

I,995 

549 

879 

799 

850 

999 

722 

I,016 

I,576 

I,576 

699 

849 

899 

I,425 

600 

800 

598 

598 

I,495 

550 

625 

EliCtroCompaniet AW180M8 4,673 

Electrocompaniet AW180M8-SF 4,910 

Exposure IV 2,199 

ExpoStJre XVI 4,000 

Gamma Acoustics Aeon 211/VT4C 4,999 

Gamma Acoustics Space Ref 5,999 

Graaf 5050 2, 150 

Graaf GM 100 4,490 

Graaf GM200 8,000 

1adis JA-30 2,880 

ladis DAB 3,333 

Jadis JA3008 4,500 

Jadis JA-80 4,956 

ladis DA7 5,290 

Jadis DEFY-7 5,290 

Jadis IA-200 7,759 

Krell KSA-50s 3,690 

Krell XSA-IOOs 5,843 

llrell XSA-200s 7,987 

Krell XSA-300s 9,500 

lumley Reference M!20 3,200 

Marantz Model 8 3,500 

Marantz Model 9 4,000 

Marantz SM-5 5,000 

Mark ltvinson 29 3,450 

Mark ltvinson 331 4,495 

Mark ltvinson 27.5 5,399 

Mark levinson 332 6,495 

Mark levinson 23.5 7,399 

Pioneer VSA - 303 
Pioneer VSA - 805S 
Rote! RB956AX 
Rote! RSP960AX 
Sony TA-VE100 
Sony TA-VE 800G 
Sony TA-VA 8ES 
Yamaha RX-Y390RDS 
Yamaha DSP-A590 
Yamaha RX-V590RDS 
Yamaha DSP-A780 
Yamaha DSP-A970 
Yamaha DSP-990 
Yamaha DSP-A2070 
Yamaha DSP 3090 

300 

450 

350 

400 

350 

400 

700 

300 

349 

449 

599 
.

799 

900 

1,099 

1,700 

Tube Tech Seer Line 
Tube Tech Seer Phono 
Tube Tech Prophet 

1,500 

699 

575 

649 Harrnan/Kanlon PA2100 400 Sheame Phase 3 619 Mark ltvinson 333 8,495 Surround Sound Processors 

Unison Research Mystery One 
Unison Research Phono One 
Woodside SC27 line 
Woodside SC27 Phono MM 
Woodside SC27 Phono 
Woodside SC26 line 
XTC PRE-1 
Yamaha CX-2 

Adyton Temper 
Adylon Modus 
Alchemist Control 
Arion Acoustics Midas Phono 
ATC SCA2 
Audio Research LS-3b 
Audio Research PH-2 
Audio Research LS-2 11 
Audio Research SP9 Ill 
Audio Research LS-2b 11 
Audio Research LS22 
Audio Research LS-5 11 
CAT Sll Sig line 
CAT Sll Sig phono 
Chord CPA 2200 
Chord CPA 2800 
Chonl CPA 3200 
Chord CPA 4000 
Counterpoint SA-3000E 
Counterpoint SA-5000E 
Counterpoint SA-9 
Credo LPR 001 
OHM 38 Twin E 
OHM 38 Primus E 
OHM 38 Si1 E 
fAR 802MC 
fAR G88 
Electrocompaniet EC-3MC SF 
Gamma Acoustics Era Ref 
Graaf GM13.58 
ladis OP60l 
ladis OPl 
ladis DPMC 
Jadis DEFY-P60 
ladis IPL 
ladis IPP-200 
adis JP-30MC 
adis IP-S2 

llreiiiiRC3 
llrell XSL-2 

11 KRC-2 
Krell DC-HR 
Krell DC 
lFD Disc Preamp 
lumley Reference lJR M lOO 
lumley Reference lJR lS2 
lumley Reference lJR PS2 
lumley ReferencelJR Ml40 
lumley Reference STI50 
Marantz Model) 
Marantz SC-5 
Mark ltvinson 38 
Mark ltvinson 38S 
Matisse Fantasy 
Matisse Reference 
Mcintosh C38 
Mcintosh C22 
Mcintosh C39 
Mcintosh C40 
Meracus Pretare 
Meridian 601 
Halm Audio NAC82 
Maim Audio NAC52 
Roksan ROK-ll.5 

HI-FT CHOICE 

1,199 

1.750 

1,995 

949 

1,099 

1,249 

1,557 

1,000 

650 

2,495 

2,695 

4,995 

2,250 

2,499 

2,250 

2,895 

2,997 

3,290 

3,398 

4,125 

5,690 

5,500 

6,000 

2,298 

3,090 

3,352 

6,025 

2,195 

3,995 

3,995 

2,815 

3,050 

3,630 

4}80 

2,599 

6,999 

2,135 

3,999 

3,950 

2,800 

3,190 

3,190 

3.774 

4,720 

4,998 

5,978 

7,900 

3,198 

3,331 

4,190 

6,949 

6,949 

4.499 

2,250 

3,250 

3,550 

4,250 

4,350 

3,500 

7,000 

3,995 

6,495 

2,300 

3,500 

2,095 

2,099 

3,129 

3,239 

2,195 

2.750 

2,058 

3,190 

2,250 

lFO Powerstage PAO 499 

Marantz MA-500 250 

Marantz SM-500 400 

Marantz MM-500 · 450 

Moth 30 Series Power 239 

Motb 30 MonoJ40 459 

Myryad MA 120 450 

Maim Audio NAP90/3 428 

Rote! RB970BX Mkll 225 

Rote! RB980BX 450 

Talk Electronics Tornado I 450 

Technics SE-AIOOO 400 

Alchemist Forsetti Pwr 1,309 

Arion Acoustics EOS 1.299 

Arion Acoustics Tr�on 1,399 

Arion Acoustics Tycho 1,850 

Art Audio Quintet 1,393 

Art Audio Quintet SE MB 1,500 

Art Audio Concerto 1,669 

Audio Innovations Ser 800 999 

Audio Innovations First Audio 1.749 

Audio Innovations Ser 1000 1.799 

Audio Synthesis Desire 1,695 

Audiolab BOOOP 750 

Audio! ab BOOOM 800 

Aura VA-150C 850 

Aura PA-200 1,200 

Aura PA-200 C 1.250 

AVI S2000MA 849 

AVI S2000MM 1,249 

8ryston 28-lP 639 

8ryston 38-ST PRO 987 

8ryston THX3B 1.074 

8ryston 38-NR8 1,159 

8ryston 78-ST PRO 1,545 

8ryston THX7 8 1,605 

8ryston 58-ST PRO 1,610 

8ryston 48-HR8 1.756 

8ryston 78-NR8 1,815 

8ryston THX48 1,858 

Bryston 88-ST PRO 1,868 

Chord SPM 400 1,290 

Chord SPM 600 1,680 

Copland CTA-501 1,599 

Copland CTA-504 1,999 

Counterpoint Solid !EM 995 

Counterpoint SAIOOE 1,495 

Counterpoint Solid lE 1,495 

Counterpoint HPS-IOOE 1.995 

Credo PMP 804 1.876 

Crimson CS630C 800 

Dawn Audio Cmd 2 by 200 890 

DNM PAl 1.750 

DPA Enlightenment 995 

£CA lectern S 880 

ECA Lectern HO I,480 

Electrocompaniet AW60B 1,185 

EII)Osure XVIII Super 850 

Exposure XVIII (pr) 1,599 

Harrnan/Kanlon PA2200 700 

Harrnan/Kanlon PA2400 1,000 

Jadis DA5 1,997 

LFD PAl Powerstage 999 

lFD Powerstage PAl 1,599 

lFD Powerstage PAlM 1,999 

linn lKIOO 650 

linn Klout 2,000 

lumley Reference ST40 1,250 

lumley Reference ST70 1,950 

lynwood Ruby 985 

Magnum MF330 685 

Marantz MA-23 1.800 

Mcintosh MC1100 I,259 

Sheame Phase 3 Reference 
Sheame Phase 5 Mono 
Sonic Frontiers SFS-40 
Sumo Andromeda Ill 
Talk Electronics Tornado 2 
Talk Electronics Tornado 3 
Talk Electronics Tornado 4 
Technics SE-A2000 
Thorens TTA-2000 
Thorens TRA-3000 
Thule PA200 
Tube Tech Unisis Pwr Amp 
Woodside SA240 
Woodside MAIOO 
Woodside STA50 
XTC POW-I 
Yamaha MX-2 

Adyton Cordis 1.6 
Alchemist Stereo 
Alchemist Mono 
Arion Acoustics Nemesis SE 3008 
Art Audio Tempo 
Art Audio Quintet SE 
Art Audio Maestro 
Audio Innovations Ser IOOOSE 
Audio Innovations Second Audio 
Audio Research 0130 
Audio Research VT60 
Audio Research VTM120 
Audio Research VT60SE 
Audio Research VTM120SE 
Audio Research D-200 
Audio Research V35 
Audio Research V70 
Audio Research 0-300 
Audio Research VT130 
Audio Research D-40011 
Audio Research VT150 
Audio Research VTI30SE 
Audio Research VT150SE 
Audio Research Vl40 
Bryston THXBB 
Bryston 88-NRB 
Chonl SPM 800 
Chonl SPM 10008 
Chonl SPM 1200 
Chonl SPM 200 
Chonl SPM 1600 
Chonl SPM 3000 
Copland CTA-505 
Counterpoint Solid 2E 
Counterpoint NPS-200E 
Counterpoint SM 
Counterpoint Hat Progress 
Counterpoint NPS-400E 
Counterpoint NPM-E 
Credo LPO 804 
Credo PMP 155 
Credo lPO !55 
Credo LPO 455 
OHM PA2BE 
OHM PA2BS 
OHM PA2BS-1 
DPA DPA500S 
Oyna..,ctor HX7 5 
Oyna..,ctor HX1.2 
EAR 509 Mk 11 
fAR 519 
fAR 549 
Electrocompaniet AWIOODM8 
Electrocompaniet AWIOODM8-SF 
Electrocompaniet AW250DM8 
Electrocompaniet AW250DMB-SF 

689 

879 

1,695 

1.975 

600 

750 

1,100 

1,IOO 

550 

2,000 

1,798 

1,099 

1,199 

1}33 

1,880 

2,000 

750 

3,495 

3,995 

8,995 

3,000 

2,499 

2,500 

3,524 

2,499 

3,299 

2,497 

2,645 

2,645 

3,190 

3,190 

3,248 

3,355 

4,480 

4,800 

5,994 

6,600 

7,200 

8,145 

8,400 

8,960 

2,030 

2,195 

2,155 

2,650 

3,840 

4,890 

4,890 

7,960 

2,099 

2,495 

2,995 

3,575 

4,125 

4,395 

8,995 

2,456 

2,676 

3.714 

4,975 

4,250 

5,250 

5,650 

3,000 

2,195 

3,995 

3,499 

4,699 

6,999 

2,ll5 

2,298 

3,983 

4,2I5 

Matisse Rei Monoblocks 7,800 

Mcintosh MC7108 2,249 

Mcintosh MC1150 2,295 

Mcintosh MC7104 2,729 

Mcintosh MC150 2,855 

Mcintosh MC7300 3,195 

Mcintosh MC1106 3,425 

Mcintosh MC275 3,595 

Mcintosh MC300 3,765 

Mcintosh MC2600 5,395 

Mcintosh MC500 6,265 

Meracus Tentare 2,245 

Meracus Cantare 8,995 

Musical fidel� Fl6 2,499 

Musical fidel� Fl9 3,999 

Papworth MIOO 2,645 

Papworth M200 3,825 

Roksan ROK-Ml.5 2,250 

Sheame Phase ! Pwr Ref 2,199 

Sonic Frontiers SFS-80 2,895 

Sonic Frontiers SFS-160 5.495 

Ttsserac TAMP-60 7,350 

Tube Tech Genesis 2,599 

Unison Research Smart 845 3,250 

AV Amplifiers/Receivers 
Area m Xeta One 1,000 

Audio Research SDAI 4,391 

C�on 7.1 2,500 

Denon AVR-900 350 

Denon AVC-1800 550 

Denon AVC-2800 800 

ExpoStJre XXV 1,000 

Grundig VIOOODPL 360 

Harrnan/Kanlon AVI!OO 300 

Harrnan/Kanlon AVR-10 380 

Harrnan/Kanlon A¥1150 400 

Harrnan/Kanlon AVR-21 500 

Harrnan/Kanlon A¥1200 500 

Harrnan/Kanlon AVR-25 650 

Harrnan/Kanlon AVR-30 1,000 

Heybrook Parasound HCA 806 1,495 

IVC AX-¥681 230 

IVC RX-416VBK 270 

IVC RX-616R8K 350 

Krell KAY500!2 3,485 

Krell KAVS00/3 3,985 

Krell KA¥500/4 4,485 

Krell KAYS00/5 4,985 

Marantz MM-500 400 

Marantz PM-111AV 450 

Mission AY-Master 650 

HAD AV-316 450 

HAD 216THX 470 

HAD 917 550 

HAD 116 600 

HAD ASV 620 700 

Onkyo A-S¥610 600 

Onkyo TX-SV525PRO 600 

Onkyo TX-SV919THX 2,000 

Arcam XETA 2 
Audio Research SDPI 
Exposure XXIII 
Exposure XXI 
Heybrook Parasound PSP 1000 
Kenwood SS-3300 
Marantz AV-1030 
Marantz AV-1040 
Marantz DP-870 
NAD 117 
NAD ED 901 
Maim Audio NAY! 
Onkyo SR211PRO 
Pioneer VSP-200 
Sanyo HT F450 
Sherwood ES5030R 
Sony SDP E300 
Technics SH-AV500 
Yamaha DSP-E390 
Yamaha DSP-E580 
Yamaha DSP-EIOOO 

650 

3,293 

750 

1,050 

995 

200 

330 

400 

600 

470 

700 

1,600 

340 

250 

180 

200 

230 

280 

250 

450 

700 

Surround Sound Receivers 
Denon AVR-600RD 
Grundig Rl4DPl 
Grundig RIOOODPL 
Harrnan/Kanlon AYR-20 
Harrnan/Kanlon AVR-25 
Harrnan/Kardon AVR-30 
IVC RX-416V8K 
IVC RX-616R8K 
Kenwood KR-¥5080 
Kenwood KR-¥6080 
Kenwood KR-V7080 
Kenwood KR-¥9900 
Marantz SR-66 
Marantz SR-770 
Marantz SR-96 
NAD 111 
HAD rxsv 424 
NAD 316 
HAD AV113 
HAD 113 
NAD TXSV 535R 
HAD TXSV 525R 
NAD AV716 
NAD TXSV 727R 
HAD TXSY 828THX 
HAD TXSV 919THX 
Onkyo TX-SV424PRO 
Onkyo TX-SY525PRO 
Onkyo TX-SV727PRO 
Philips fR731 
Philips FR751 
Pioneer VSX-405RDS 
Pioneer VSX-505RDS 
Pioneer VSX-804RDS 
Sherwood RV4050R 
Sherwood RV5030R 
Sherwood RV5050R 
Sherwood RV6030R 

300 

280 

400 

499 

699 

1,000 

270 

350 

280 

330 

380 

1,300 

300 

700 

1,300 

400 

450 

450 

480 

480 

600 

600 

600 

900 

1,300 

2,000 

450 

600 

900 

250 

300 

250 

300 

399 

120 

300 

300 

400 
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CABLES 

Analogue Interconnects 

Yam Church 5000 
T:llk Improved 2/CD 
T:llk Advanced 2 
T:llk Improved 2/1 
T:llk Studio 2 
Talk Professional 2 
T:llk Broadcast 2 
Talk Reference 2 
T:llk Signature Gold 

Audio AUantic 
Audio Artic 
Audio Pacific 
Audio Studio Rof 

Chrysalis 
Cobra 

Unk Brown 
Unk Violet HPMC 
Unk Violet 
Unk Violet HPMC 
Unk Blue Nickel 
Unk Vermillion 
Unk Rod earth 
Unk Black earth 
link Blue earth 
Unk Rare earth 
IC-50 
IC-BD 

515.00 
26.00 
35.00 

50.00 
65.00 

85.00 
130.00 

180.00 
300.00 

10.00 
20.00 
30.00 
40.00 
30.00 

49.00 

65.00 

68.00 

99.00 

41.00 

75.00 

95.00 

20.00 
40.00 
60.00 

100.00 
350.00 
750.00 

49.00 
99.00 

199.00 
47.00 

30.00 

50.00 
80.00 

120.00 
250.00 

20.00 
23.00 
26.00 
75.00 

85.00 

95.00 

49.00 
99.00 

. 199.00 
15.00 
30.00 
45.00 

50.00 
60.00 
65.00 
85.00 

100.00 
105.00 
170.00 
260.00 
350.00 
495.00 

1.200.00 
37.00 
60.00 

150.00 
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Digital Interconnects 

Art Yam Church 5000 
Audioquest Video Z 
Audioquest Digital PRO 
Cable Talk Di&ital 2 
Chord Codac 
Chonl Prudac 
DPA Digi-link 
IJos lD5 
Monster Datal ink 100 
Moth Leyline Datalink 
Nontost Moon&lo 
Nanlost Moon&lo-XLR 
Qed Dia:iflex 
QLN Nonlost Moon&lo 
QLH Nonlost -XLR 
Rollsan Hiah Del 0.6M 
Rollsan Hiah Del l.OM 
Roksan High Del 1.5M 
Sonic Unk Sil'"r Pink 
Sonic Unk Green 
Sonic Unk Green Earth 
Sumo IC-100 
Sumo IC-200 

Speaker Cables 

Art Yam Church M2000 
Art Yam Church 5000 
Bandrldge LC7409 
Bandridge LC4110 
Bandridp LC341D 
Bandridp LC321D 
Bandridp LC3219 
Bandridge LC3220 
Bandridp LC3310 
Bandridp LC3240 
Cable Talk Overture 2.1 
Chonl Myth 
Chonll.egend 
DPA Black Sixteen 
Electrocompaniet EC-K2 
Gale Xl315 
Gale Xll6D-2 
Grado 450CM 
llos BD7 
bus 605 
bus 606 
IJos 60515 
linn K20 
linn K400 
linn K&OO 
lumloy Reference Silver 
Nalm Audio NlCl 5 
Puresonic 7845 
Rep REGA 
Silver Sound 12 Guage 
Silver Sound ID Guage 
Silver Sound 8 Guage 
SME S2LB-4 
SME S3LB-4 
SME 490DA 
SME 590DA 
Sonic Unk Nickel plated 
Sonic link Gold plated 
Sonic Unk Silver aero 
Sonic Unk Silver aero SXOOx2 
Sonic link rare earth metal 
Sumo SS-1000-D 
Trichonl Pulsewire 75/D 

275.00 
50.00 
90.00 
75.00 

33.00 
50.00 
28.00 
25.00 

45.00 

140.00 

135.00 
165.00 

20.00 

130.00 
165.00 

45.00 
55.00 
65.00 
15.00 
50.00 

110.00 
73.00 

151.00 

470.00 

795.00 

4.00 

28.00 
40.00 

75.00 

75.00 

90.00 
95.00 

125.00 
4.00 
6.00 

15.00 
345.00 
119.00 

2.00 
3.00 

25.00 

2.00 
5.00 
8.00 

15.00 
4.00 

10.00 
15.00 
35.00 

5.00 
1.00 
1.00 

15.00 
35.00 

75.00 
37.00 

42.00 
61.00 
83.00 

3.00 
5.00 

18.00 
35.00 

90.00 

323.00 
64.00 

PRICE GUIDE 

Audio Technica AT-IlOE 
Oenon DlllO 
Denon DLIGO 
Denon Dll03 
Goldring Elan P 
Goldring Elan 
Goldrin& Elektra 
Goldrint 1006 
Goldrin&1012GX 
Goldrina:1D12 GX Cartridge 
Goldring 1022GX 
Gradoill+1 
Grado ZCE+1 
Grado Z3E+1 
Grado Prestige Black 
Grado Prestige Green 
Grado Prestige Blue 
Grado Zfl+ 
Grado Prestige Red 
linn K5 
Nottingham lnaloaue Tracer I 
Ortolon VMS2 
Ortolon OMP-5E 
Ortolon Ofo!-5E 
Ortolon OM10 Super 
Ortolon OMPRO-S 
Ortolon OM Pro S 
Ortofon 510 
Ortolon OMDI's 
Ortolon OMPRO-S+2 
Ortolon OM Night Club S 
Ortolon 520 
Ortolon OM20 Super 
Ortolon OM Night Club E 
Ortolon MC1 Turbo 
Ortolon Concord PRO-S 
Ortolon Conconl Ol's 
Ortolon OM30 Super 
Ortolon Concord PRO-S + 2 
Ortolon OMNC+2 
Drtolon MCID Super 
Ortolon 530 
Pickerin& TE-15 
Pickerin& VE-15 · 

Pickerina: T-E 
Pickerin& Vl5-DI 
Pickerin& n-E 
Pickerin& Tl-2E 
Pickering XY15-625E 
Pickerin& XY15-150-DI 
Pickerin& n-2-s 
Pickerin& XY15-757S 
Pickerin& XY15-625DI 
Pickerina: XY15-1800S 
Pickering Tl3S 
Pickerin& XEV-3001E 
Pickering XLZ-3500 
Pickerina n-4-s 
Pro-lect 78rpm K� 
Rega Bias 
Rep RB78 
Rep Super Bias 
Rega Elys 
Shure SC35C 
Shure ME95ED 
Shure M7DBX 
Stanton 500Al ll 
Stanton 500El 
Stanton 680Al/X 
Stanton 680El/X 
Sumlko Oyster 
Sumiko Black Purl 
Sumiko Purl 
Sumiko Blue Point 

Audio Technica AT-OC9 
Audio Technica ART-1 
Audioquest MC5 
Audioquest 404L 
Audioquest 404iMH 
Audioquest 700DNSX 
Denon DL304 
Dnm Reson Mica 
Dnm Reson Aciore 
Dnm Reson Reca 
Dnm Reson Etile 
Dnm Reson lexe 
Oynavector 50X 
Dynavector !OX 
Oynavector 23RS 
Dynavector 1702 
Dynavector XX-1L 
Dynavector XX-1 
Oynavector Te-Kaitora 
Goidring Eroica U 
Goidring Eroica 
Goidring 1042 
Goldring Elite 
Grado Prestige Silver 
Grade Prestige Gold 
Grado Signature Junior 
Grado Signature 8MZ 
Grado Signature MCZ 

14 

70 

90 

lOO 
17 
19 
29 
59 
65 
79 
99 
27 

37 

47 

49 

59 

69 
81 
99 
65 
98 
14 
20 
20 
30 

38 

38 

38 

50 
60 

65 

65 
70 
70 
70 
70 

80 
90 
95 

100 
100 
100 

20 

25 

25 

28 

35 

45 
50 
50 

55 

60 
60 
70 
80 
95 

100 
100 

20 
39 

39 
59 
85 
29 
38 
38 
34 

37 
56 
70 

30 
50 

70 
100 

145 

944 
250 
599 
899 

1,495 
200 
150 
199 
115 
199 

899 
159 
189 
375 
450 
998 

998 
1,698 

110 
110 
120 
210 
119 
149 
149 
250 
375 

Grado Signature TLZ 
Grado Signature m 
loetsu Red T 
loetsu Red l Sit 
loetsu Urushi 
loetsu Siinature 
loetsu Gold PR 
Linn K9 
Llnn K18111 
Unn llyde 
linn Arkiv 
London Oecca Maroon 
London Decca Gold 
London Decca Maroon Dp 
London Decca Gold Dp 
London Decca S Gold 
London Decca S Gold Dp 
London Decca Jubilee 
Lyra Lydian 
lyra Clavis Da Capo 
lyra Parnassus 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer 11 
Nottingham Analogue Tracer Ill 
Nottin&ham Analoaue Tracer IV 
Ortolon Conconl NC S 
Ortolon OMDI's+2 
Ortolon OMNC + E 
Ortofon Concord NC E 
Ortoron MC3 Turbo 
Ortolon MC15 Super 11 
Ortofon 540 
Ortolon Concord NCS + 2 
Ortolon Conconl DJS + 2 
Ortolon Concord NC +E 
Ortofon MC25E 
Ortolon MC25FL 
Ortolon MC10 Supreme 
Ortofon MC20 Supreme 
Ortolon MC30 Supreme 
Ortolon MC200011 
Ortolon MC Rohman 
Ortolon MC3DDDII 
Ortolon MC5DOO 
Ortolon MC7500 
Pickerin& TL-3003 
Pickerin& XLZ-4500 
Pickerin& n-4004 
Pickeriog XSV-5000U 
Pickering XLZ-7500 
Pickerin& nz-7500-S 
Pro-Ject 6/A30 
Pro-Ject 6/A35 
Roksan Corus Black 
Rollsan Shiraz 
Stanton 890Al/X 
Sumiko BPS 
Transfiguration SPIRIT 
Transfiguration lf-1 Mkll 
Translipration TEMPER 
Translipration Supreme 
Van Den Hul MM-1 
Van Den Hui MM-2 
Van Den Hul DDT-11 
Van Den Hul MC-10 
Van Den Hul MC-One 
Van Den Hul MC-ONE Super 
Van Den Hul MC-Two 
Van Den Hul The Frog 
Van Den Hui Grasshopper IIISLA 
Van Den Hui Grasshopper IIIGLN 
Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA 
Van Den Nul Grasshopper IIICMN 
Van Den Nul Grasshopper IIICHN 
Van Den Nul Grasshopper IVGLA 

CASSETTE DECKS 

Aiwa AD-F450 
Aiwa AD-W1.727 
Denon DRM-550 
Denon DRW-580 
Denon DRS-640 
Dual CC8000 RS 
Grundig CCF3 
JYC TD-W218BK 
JVC TD-X372Bl 
JVC TD-R4128K 
JYC TD-W3188K 
le11W110C!KX-W4080 
Kenwood KX-3080 

650 

975 

1,550 

1,998 

2.297 
3,118 
5,498 

150 
150 
500 

1,000 
259 

199 

339 
379 
399 

479 
999 
699 

1,069 
1,195 

175 
350 
550 
110 
115 

120 

120 
130 

130 
130 
150 
150 
165 
180 
149 

300 
415 
525 
750 

1,000 
1,100 
1,500 

1,000 
145 

150 

175 
200 
200 
100 

1,000 
2.350 

130 

970 
118 
250 

1,000 
1,595 
1,950 

1,995 

250 

199 

699 
799 
999 

1,150 
1,349 
1,700 
2,200 
2,999 
2,999 

3,000 
3,400 

3,450 

120 
170 
160 

200 
200 
200 
200 
170 
170 
200 
200 
160 
160 

KX-W6080 
lenwood KX-5080S 
Luxman K-322 
Marantz SD-53 
Marantz SD-55 
NAD TARW 311 
P""-r CT-S250 
Pioneer CT-VY205R 
Pioneer CT-VY505R 
Pioneer CT-S450S 
Sony TC-KE200 
Sony TC-WE405 
Sony TC-K£400S 
Sony TC-WE505 
TEAC W-416 
TEAC V-610 
TEAC W-7BDR 
TEAC R-560 
Technics RS-TR373 
Technics RS-BX501 
Yamaha KX-390 
Yamaha KX-W392 
Yamaha KX-490 

Aiwa AD-F850 
Aiwa AD-·S950 
B&W DR-3 
B&W DR-2 
B&W DRAGON 
Oenon DRM-740 
Oenon DRS-810 
Harman/Kardon TD420 
Harman/Kanlon TD450 
Harman/Kanlon TD470 
JVC TD-V562BK 
JYC TD-W718Bl 
JVC TD-V662BK 
Kenwood KX-7060S 
Luxman l-373 
Marantz SD-63 
NAD TA 6210 
HAD 613 
NAD 614 
NAD 616 
NAD TARW 311 
NAD TA 6310 
HAD TARW 411 
Onkyo TA-RW311 
Onkyo IR-609 
Onkyo l-W606 
Onkyo K-611 
Pioneer CT-S550S 
Pioneer CT-VY803RS 
Pioneer CT-S830S 
Pioneer CT-95 
Sony TC-KE500S 
Sony TC-WEBDS 
Sony TC-KE600S 
Sony TCK-661S 
Sony TC-IIA&ES 
TEAC W-850R 
TEAC V-1030 
TEAC W-&OOOR 
TEAC V-6030S 
TEAC V-8030S 
Technics RS-TR474 
Technics RS-AZ6 
Technics RS-TR575 
Technics RS-AZ7 
Yamaha KX-W592 
Yamaba KX-690 
Yamaha KX-W952 

CD PLAYER 

Aiwa XC-300 
Cambridge Audio CD4 
Denon DC0-625 
Denon DCD-825 
Oenon DCD-825 
Dual CD1135RC 
Dual CD1150RC 
Dual CDIODDRS 
Dual CD1180RC 
Eclipse Model 30 
Eclipse model 50 
Eclipse model 101 
Eclipse CO!Ol 
Grundig COli 
Hannan/Kanlon HDJlO 

100 

100 
200 

200 

200 
20 

150 
160 
180 
100 
110 
150 

180 

180 
100 

100 

170 
180 
200 
200 
150 
180 
199 

130 
300 

450 
750 

2,350 
270 

310 
180 

350 
450 
210 

250 
270 
330 
400 
300 

230 
130 

270 
299 

320 
330 
370 
320 
350 

370 
430 
250 
300 
500 

1,000 
230 
250 
300 

300 

550 

250 
250 
450 
550 
650 
210 
130 
180 
300 

280 
400 
599 

150 
150 
200 
240 

240 
140 
150 
170 
180 

50 
60 
80 
80 

170 
250 

HI-FI CHOICE 



IVC XL-Vl84BK 120 Oenon DCD-1015 350 
IVC Xl-V284BK 140 Grundig CDC14 300 
IVC XL-F116BK 180 Hannan/Kardon HD7325 299 
IVC XL-F216BK 200 Harman/Kardon Fl8450 300 
IVC XL·V574BK 250 Harman/Kardon HD730 300 
Kenwood DP-M5570 250 Harman/Kardon H07425 349 
Konwood DP-5060 250 Harman/Kardon HD7525 400 
luxman 0-322 200 JVC Xl·l67 4BK 300 
Marantz CC-47 250 Micromega Minium 350 
HAD 510 199 Musical Fidelity E60 300 
NAD 512 250 HAD 513 290 
Onkyo DX-710 200 HAD 515 350 
Onkyo DX-703 240 HAD 514 370 
Philips CD711 120 HAD 517 400 
Philips CD721 130 Onkyo OX· 7210 260 
Pionnr PD-104 130 Onkyo C721 290 
Pioneer PD-204 150 Onkyo DX-7510 400 
Pioneer PD-M603 200 Onkyo CM716 450 
Pioneer PD-S505 200 Orelle CD-100 500 
Pioneer PDF-605 230 Pioneer PD-S705 300 
Rotel RC0-930AX 180 Pioneer PDF ·805 330 
Sony COP-XE200 120 Pioneer PD-F905 400 
Sony COPM-303 130 Pioneer PD·S904 400 
Sony COP-XE300 140 Rotel RCD-965BX 300 
Sony COPCE-105 150 Rotol RCD-9708X 375 
Sony CDP-XE500 160 Sony CDP·XE900E 300 
Sony CDP-CE405 180 Sony CDPCX-200 380 
Sony CDP-XE700E 200 TEAC CD-5 350 
Sony CDP-C325M 200 
Sony CDP-761£ 250 Aroam Alpha 8 520 
TEAC CD-Pl800 130 Aroam Alpha 6 600 
TEAC CD-P3450 150 Arcam Delta 250 800 
TEAC CD-P3450SE 200 B&W MB-2s 700 
TEAC PD-02200 250 Harman/Kardon HD7625 550 
Technics Sl-PG380A 120 Harman/Kardon HD7725 800 
Technics Sl-PG480A 140 Heybrook Signature 11 989 
Technics Sl-PG580A 160 linn Mimik 875 
Technics Sl-PG570A 170 luxman D-373 . 550 
Technics Sl-PS670A 200 Meridian 563 795 
Technics Sl-PS770A 250 Meridian 200 895 
Yamaha CDC-555 199 Meridian 506 995 
Yamaha CDC-655 249 Monrio Privilege 995 

Myryad MCIOO 700 
Aiwa DX-CIOOM 500 Nairn Audio CD3 977 
AMC CO& 349 Quad 778 700 
Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 480 Quad 77M 900 
Audio lnnovalions Alto 399 TEAC VRDS-IOSE 850 
Audio Innovations Alto 400 Technics Sl-P2000 1,000 
Aura CD lOO 450 Thule CD!OO 849 
B&W MB-4s 350 
Creek CD42 500 3,290 

Hl-FI CHOICE 
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1,249 
Capland CDA-288 1.799 
C.pland CDA-277 1,800 
ladisiS-1 8,068 
Knll CD-DSP Mkll 5,000 
Knll CD-DSPII 5000 5,000 
Krell KPS-20i 9,990 
luunan D500XS 4,500 
llarantz CD-17KI 1,300 
llarantz CD-23 4.000 
llcintosh MCD7008 2,195 
Mcintosh MCD7009 2,635 
Maracus Auriga 1,295 
llaracus Flallfllre 2,495 
Meracus Amago 3,995 
Maracus lmagio 4,495 
Meridian 606 1,350 
Meridian 508 1,685 
Micro-Seiki CD-M2DC 3,695 
Micro-Seiki CDM-2000X 4,689 
Mission Oisc/Dacmaster 1,900 
Musical Fidelity FCD 1,499 
Maim Audio C02 1.977 
Maim Audio COS 3.751 
Roksan ATT-DP3P 1,595 
Audio Alchemy DOS Ill 700 
Audio Research CDTI 3,290 
Audio Synlbesis Transcend 1,395 
Audiolab 8000CDM 1,400 
Audio-a Damnation 950 
Audiomeca Damnation SE 1.100 
Audro-a Knatura 1,199 
Audiolneca Kreatura 1,299 
Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1,450 
Audiomeca Talisman 1,850 
Audiomoca Mophisto 2,100 
Audiomeca Mophisto 2,350 
Cambridp Audio Now CD-4 200 
Cambridge Audio Disc magic One 300 
Cambridge Audio CD& 300 
Counterpoint DA·llE 1,495 
DPA Enli&flltnment 725 
Jadis 102 4,990 
ladis ICOT 8,000 
JadisiDI 9,950 
Knll KSP-20i/l 1,100 
Knii MD-20 4,999 
Knii MD-10 7,990 
Knll KPS-20T 8,490 
Knii DHO 9,090 
linn Karik 1,750 
llarantz C0-57 230 
llarantz CD-63£ 350 
Marantz CD-6311KI 500 
Marantz CD-17 800 
Meridian 500 1,245 
Meridian 602 1,750 
Micromega Drive I 700 
Pink Trianile Cardinal 875 
PS Audio lambda TR 2,250 
PS Audio lambda AT& T 2,778 
Roksan ATT-DP3 1,295 
TEAC VRDS-TI 550 
TEAC VRDS-7 599 
TEAC P-700 900 
TEAC P-30 2,500 
Theta Data Basic 11 2,298 
Theta Data Basic 11 AT&T 2,877 
Theta Data Basicll S MDE 3,490 
Theta Data Ill NTSC 5,345 
Theta Data Ill NTSC/PAl 5,879 
Tllorens Tt:D-2000 900 
Wadia 8 3,195 
Wadia 20 4,370 
xrc CDT-ILE 1,250 
An:am Black Box 50 480 
Aroam Black Box 500 750 
C.unte�p<�mt DA·!OE 1,895 
linn Numerik 1,400 
Pink TrianiJe Ordinal 837 
Pink Triangle DaCapo 1,400 
PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 2,590 
PS Audio Rei link 4,550 
TEAC D-Tl  500 

1,395 

P•oneer D-07 
Pioneer PDR-05 
Sharp MD-RIH 
Sharp MD·MSIOOH 
Sony MDS-S£7 
Sony MDSIE-500 
Sony MDS·Sl 
Sony MDS-503 
Sony DTCZE-700 
Sony MDA-JA3ES 
Sony MXD-01 
TEAC R-9 

HEADPHONES 

Alwa HP.X201 
Aiwa HP·A360 
Alwa HP-X3Dl 
Alwa HP-VX303 
Alwa HP-X705 
Audio Technica ATH-Pl 
Audio Technica ATH-P3 
Audio Technica ATH-P5 
Beyer DTlll Alpha 
Beyer DTlll Bata 
Beyer DTlll Gamma 
Beyer DT2ll 
Denon AH-C33 
IVC NA-22 
IVC NA·CD88 
IVC NA-0525 
IVC NA·F65 
IVC NA-0626 
Kenwood KH-535 
Kenwood KH-757 
Kenwood KH-959 
Kenwood KH-1000 
Kenwood KN-2020 
IIIXIIII EB-125 
IIIXIIII HP-200 
Mmll EB-225 
IIIXIIII HBS-150 
IIIXIIII HP-300 
Mmll EBS-325 
Mmll EB-425 
IIIXIIII HP-700 
Mlllll HP-800 
IIIXIIII HBS-250 
Mmll HBS-350 
Mmll HP-1000 
llaxell HP-2000 
Maxell HP-3000 
Pioneer SE-AIO 
Pioneer SE-A20 
Piollnr SE·A40 
Pioneer SE -A20V 
Pioneer SE-M250 
Pioneer SE-M350 
Ross RE-233 
Ross RIH-150 
Ross RE-235 
Ross RE-234 
Ross RE-229 
Ross RE-2030 
Ross RMH-300 
Ross RE-280 

1,150 
1,300 

400 
400 
300 
300 
550 
550 
699 
700 
800 

1,280 

13 
'13 

20 
25 
40 
10 
15 
20 
13 
17 
21 
34 
26 

6 
18 
20 
20 
25 
15 
20 
25 
25 
40 

4 
6 
7 
8 
8 
9 

10 
10 
ll 
13 
13 
20 
25 
30 

8 
13 
20 
23 
25 
30 

5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 

Ross R£-246 
Ross RE-223 
Ross RMH-500CD 
Ross RIH·360CD 
Ross RE-206DCD 
Ross RMH-310TV 
Ross RIH-550 
Ross RIH-46DCD 
Ross RDH-200CD 
Ross RDH-IOOCD 
Ross RDH-300CD 
Ross RDH-40DCD 
Sennhoisor MX3 
Setmhoisor HD26 
Sennhoisor HD36 
Sennhoisor MX4 
Sennhoisor HD56 
Sennhoisor MX5 
Sennhoisor Vegas 
Sennhoisor Manhattan 
Sennheisor HD60TV 
Sony OPEN MDR-005El 
Sony MDR-£807 
Sony MDR-007-MK2 
Sony MDRW-08l 
Sony MDR-009 
Sony MDR-E817V 
Sony MDR-A009 
Sony MDR-V50 
Sony MDR-E827 KIT 
Sony MDR-15 
Sony MDR-W24V 
Sony MDR-£837 
Sony MDR-E846MP 
Sony MDR-009TV 
Sony MDR-A34l 
Sony MDR-£848 
Sony MDR-CD170 
Sony MDR-PITV 
Sony MDR·Ifl20 
Sony MDR-CD270 
Sony MDR-CD370 
Technics RP-HT300 
ViYanco SR60 
Vivanco SR12 
Vivanco SR52 
Vivanco SR54 
Vivanco SR14 
Vivanco SR16 
Vivanco SR120 
Vivanco SR250 
Vivanco SR150 
Vivanco SR200 

AKG K3331R 
AKG K4441R 
AKG KIOOO 
Audio Technica ATH910PRO 
8eyerDT311 
Beyer DT411 
Beyer IRH790 
Beyer DT331 
lleyor DT431 
Beyer IRH 890 
Beyer DT511 
Beyer DT770 Pro 
Beyer IRS790 
Beyer DT531 
Beyer DT990 Pro 
Beyer DTIOO 
Beyer DTBOI 
lleyer DT8ll 
lleyer IRS890 
Beyer DT901 
Beyer DT911 
Denon KH-0210 
Denon AH-0350 

7 
7 
9 
9 
9 

10 
10 
12 
13 
15 
17 
22 

9 
10 
15 
15 
18 
25 
30 . 
30 
40 
6 
8 
8 

10 
10 
12 
12 
13 
15 
15 
15 
18 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
25 
30 
30 
40 
40 
3 
3 
5 
7 
7 
8 

15 
19 
20 
25 

100 
150 
lBO 
700 

90 
57 
69 
79 
82 
98 
99 

117 
129 
130 
135 
160 
160 
172 
200 
222 
222 
235 

45 
65 
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... Denon AH-0550 80 
Denoa AH-0650 95 
Oenoa AH-0750 130 
Denoa AH-0950 150 
Er&o I 120 
Er&o Model2 140 
Grado SR80 110 
Jecklin Float Model ! 79 
Jecklin Float Model 2 99 
Jecklin Float ELS 399 
JYC HA-0121 43 
JVCHA-0910 65 
JVC HA-01000 250 
JYC HA-F25 699 
Ketlwood KJI-5000 70 
Sennheiser HD445 45 
Seanhoiser HD414 Class 50 
Sonnheiser HD455 11 55 
Seanhoiser HD465 65 
Seanhoiser IS360/UK 70 
Seanhoiser HD415 80 
Sonnhoiser H025 SP 90 
Seanhoiser H0535 105 
Sonnhoisor IS450 120 
Sennheiser H0545 Rei 125 
Sennheiser H0565 Ovat'n 150 
Sennhoiser H0265 linear 150 
Seanhoiser H025 160 
Seanheisor IS550 180 
Sonnholser HO 580 P'cision 200 
Sennhoisor HD600 250 
Sonnheisor LUCAS 280 
Sonnheisor IS850 859 
Sennheisor H£60/HE¥10 998 
Sennhoisor Orphous 9,652 
Sooy MOR-If120K 50 
Sooy MOR-CD470 50 
Sooy MOR-IF50K 70 
Sonr MOR-C0510 70 
Sooy MOR-LF320RK-MK2 80 
Sony MOR-C0110 lOO 
Sony MOR-C0110 100 
Sonr MDR-011 130 
Sooy MDR-NC20 150 
Sony MOR-NCIO 150 
Sony MDR-IF610K 160 
Seny MOR-C01100 200 
Slal SR34 169 
Stax SR Gamma 239 
Stax SR84 259 
Slal SR lambda 349 
Stax Gamma Pro 399 
Stax Lambda Pro 449 
Stax Lambda Sig 549 
SlaiOmop 1,695 
Technics RP-HT 400 50 
Technics RP-HT600 60 
Techoics RP-HT700 70 
Yiwanco IR5100 50 
Y"ovanco IR5000 50 
Viranco SR850 50 
Vivanco SR650 50 
Vivanco SR150 60 
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V"IY8nco IR&OOO 
Y"IYinco SR909 
V"IY8nco IR6500 
Vivanco SRIOOOIFL 
Yivanco IR7100 
Yivanco IR1600 
Yivanco SR2001FL 

70 
70 
90 

110 
120 
140 
140 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
Speaker Stands 

Canon STOS25 
Deadrock 903 
Ooadrock 902 
Ooadrock 901 
Harbeth HL-Stands 
QLN Signature 
Royd Royd 
Sound Organisation Z031 
So•nd Organisation Z021 
Sound Organisation Z026 
Sound Organisation Z040 
Sound Organisation Z055 
Sound Organisation ZOIO 
Sound Organisation ZOIB 
Sound Organisation Z024 
Soundstyle X016 
Soundstylo X012 
Soundstyle X024 
Soundstyle X020 

Equipment Supports 

Audiophile Furniture Base 
Doaclrock 101 
Doaclrock 103 
Ooadrock 104 
Doactrock 105 
Fi-Rax R4 
lms BOO 
lms 101 
lms 111 
lms 802 
lms 803 
lms 802P 
bos 103 
bos 803P 
lms 804 
lms 713 
bos 804P 
bos 104 

70 
60 
60 
60 

199 
75 
99 
55 
55 
55 
70 
72 
82 
84 
86 

100 
100 
105 
105 

480 
60 

130 
190 
230 
321 
35 
40 
60 
70 
90 

100 
lOO 
110 
110 
130 
140 
140 

PRICE GUIDE 

llii)S 105 170 
bos 114 190 
lms 115 230 
Jamo TLS-1 40 
Jamo ST-80 130 
JPW MS2 45 
JPW MS3 55 
IPW MSI 80 
JPW 3 Tier 80 
JPW 5 Tier 100 
Kenwood SR-CM1 45 
Kenwood SR-WB1 lOO 
Mana Acoustics Sound Frame 125 
Mana Acoustics Mini Table 150 
Mana Acoustics Sound Table 235 
Mana Acoustics Reference Table 350 
Mana Acoustics 2 Tier Amp stand 375 
Mana Acoustics 3 Tier Amp Stand 450 
Mana Acoustics 4 Tier Amp Stand 500 
Mana Acoustics 5 Tier Amp Stand 600 
Mana Acoustics 6 lair Amp Stand 700 
QLN A3 125 
QLN Modulus 125 
QLN A4 165 
QLN A5 205 
QLN A& 245 
Quadraspiro Q4MSC 60 
Quadraspire QKSC 80 
Quadraspire QAVSC 120 
Quadraspire Q4MC 200 
Quadraspire Q4 200 
Quadraspire Quadrspire 300 
Quadraspire QKC 400 
Sound Organisation Z022 60 
Sound Organisation Z230 70 
Sound Organisation Z021 75 
Sound Organisation Z030 95 
Sound Organisation Z060 115 
Sound Organisation Z550 125 
Sound Organisation Z038 130 
Soundstyle X300 180 
Soundstyle X053 200 
Soundstyle X050 200 
Soundstylo X305 210 
Soundstyle XIOO 220 
Soundstylo X058 230 
Soundstylo X310 250 
Soundstyle X120 250 
Soundstyle XI05 250 
Soundstyle Select 6105 280 
Stands Unique Tuned Speaker supp 220 
Stands Unique Midi Sound Support 222 
Stands Unique Midi Sound Tower 249 
Stands Unique Sound Tower 249 
Stands Unique Sound Tower 269 
Stands Unique Sound Support 10 299 
Stands Unique Sound Tower 10 349 
Stands Unique Higll. 349 
Stands Unique URimate 449 
Stands Unique URimate Higll 529 
Stands Unique Ultimata Tower 599 
Target 85 175 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

Allison Micro Monnors 
Allison Black Gold Centre 
Allison ALIOO 
Allison Mini Rolorencos 
AMC WM50 
B&W Solid HCMIS 
8&W DM302 
B&W Solid HCM2 
llo$0 ntooo 
CanoaS¥15 
Canon S-CIO 
Colestion CC! 
Colestion Little I 
Colestion Impact 10 
Colestion CSC 
Oonon SCM2 
Gale Mini Monitors 
Gale Centre I 
Gale Gold Hotshots 
Gale Gold Monnors 
Gale Rei Monnors 
Gale Centre 2 
Goneua STS-50 
Goneua GX300 
Gonuxa GX330 
GLl Arena HF 
Goodmans Active 15 
lntoraudio ntOOO 
Jamo Studio-80 
Jamo 0-100 
Jamo SAT-90 
Jamo Studio-110 
Jamo 0-110 
Jamo Comet 20.4 
Jamo SAT-110 
Jamo Artina 
Jamo 0-115 
Jamo Comet 30.4 
Jamo 28 
Jamo SAT-200.11 
IBL Control One 
JPW Sonata Vinyl 
JPW Sonata 
JYC SX-SCIVBK 
JVC SP-V50 
JYC SP-X220Ti8K 
JYC SP-XS50BK 
KEF Coda 1 
Mission 13 
Mission 13li 
Mordaunt-Short MS05i 
HAD 801 
Pioneor CS-3030 
Realistic Minimus 3.5 
Realistic Minimus 21 
Realistic Minimus 26 
Realistic Minimus Pro-7 
Realistic Minimus Pro-11 
Revolver Borolla 
Sonr SS-E300 
Sooy SS-E500 
Sooy SS-86E 
Sooy SS-126£ 
mL NUCLEUS I 
TOL HFMI 
rue LS-CT8 
rue LS-X8 
Technics SB-CS55 
Technics SB-CS15 
Yisonik 5202 
Whartadale Centre Cube 
Whartodalo Modus CUBE 
Whartadale Yaldus 100 
Whartodale Yaldus Centre 
Whartodalo Diamond 1.1 
Whartodalo Diamond 6R 
Whartodale Yatdus 200 
Whartodalo Modus Micro 
Whartodalo Modus Contra 
Yamaha NS-CBO 

Acoustic Enor&Y AEIOO 
Allison Model 4A 
Allison ALIOS 
AMC WM75 
Audio Innovations Alto 
B&W CWM5 
B&W DM601 

w lid Mon�or 

95 
99 

100 
120 
120 
125 
130 
130 
130 
100 
130 

90 
99 

129 
129 

80 
60 
80 
80 
90 

100 
120 

25 
80 
80 
99 
65 

100 
70 
80 . 
90 

100 
100 
lOO 
110 
120 
120 
120 
125 
130 
115 
100 
120 
60 
80 

100 
130 
129 
100 
130 
100 
100 
120 

3,0 
30 
56 
60 

100 
lOO 
50 
80 

100 
130 

60 
120 
80 
80 
80 

100 
129 

49 
60 
79 

100 
100 
109 
109 
109 
119 

99 

200 
170 
170 
160 
200 
150 
199 
200 

lOSe 101 M'ble Monnor 
Boson2000 
Boston Acoustics HD5 
Boston Acoustics 325 
Boston Acoustics CR6 
Boston Acoustics Runabout 
Boston Acoustics 350 
Boston Acoustics 335 
Boston Acoustics Satellites 
Boston Acoustics 351 
Boston Acoustics CR1 
Boston Acoustics Runabout 11 
Canon S-25 
Canon S-30 
Canon S-820 
Celestion CS135 
Celestion 3 MKII 
Colestion Impact Contra CH 
Celestion MP! 
Colestion Centre 2 
Colestion Style 1 
Colestion Impact 15 
Corwin Yop HED165 
Oonon SC-£313 
Gale 2is 
Gale 3s 
Cale Modol4 
Goneua GX650 
GUArana SW 
GLl lma&io IC100 
Grundi& BXI 
Harman/Kardon LS0200 
Harman/Kardon LS0300 
Heybrook Prima 
H&ybrook Solo 
Infinity SM65 
Infinity Reference 1i 
Infinity Reference lli 
lntoraudio n2000 
lntoraudio n3000 
lnteraudio n4000 
Jamo Studio-140 
Jamo SAT-300.11 
Jamo 0-135 
Jamo Studio-180 
Jamo 38 
Jamo Conrerta 
Jamo D-165 
JBL TLX!ll 
JBL TLX121 
JPW PI Vinyl 
JPWP1 
JPW AP2 
KEF Coila 8 
KEF 60S 
Ketlwood LS-200G 
Mission 13C 
Mission 732 
Manner Audio MA301 
Mordaunt-Short MS!Oi 
Mordaunt-Short MS20i 
Haim Audio MA PXO 
Ortofon Concord 2 
Pioneor CS-5030 
Polk RT3 
QLN Projekl A3 
QLN Projekl A4 
QLN Qubiclll 
Rega Kyte 
Revolver Colt 
Revolver Purdey Mkll 
Rogers LS1 
Rogers LSI 
Royd The Herald 
Sequence 200 
Sooy SS-116E 
Tannoy 631 
Tannoy 632. 
mL RTU 
mL SBR 
Technics SB-CS95 
Technics SB-M20 
Yisonik 6003 
Visonik 5001 
Whartodale Modus Mini 
Whartadalo Diamond 7.2 
Whartadafe Yaldus 300 
Whartadale Modus Music Centre 
Whartodate Modus Music Two 
Whartedale Valdus 400 
Whartodale Modus Music Four 
Whartodale Diamond 7.3 
lYP A1 

Allison Mini Rei Sub 
Allison MS200 
Allison All!O 
Allison AL115 
Allison RA LABS HTS One 
Allison CD6 
AMC WMIOO 
Audio Gem Opal 
B&W CWM6i 
B&W Solid HCMI 

190 
200 
139 
139 
149 
169 
179 
179 
179 
180 
199 
200 
150 
180 
200 
139 
139 
149 
149 
189 
199 
199 
200 
160 
139 
150 
200 
140 
139 
170 
160 
149 
199 
139 
199 
150 
150 
200 
140 
160 
200 
140 
150 
160 
180 
180 
180 
200 
140 
170 
150 
170 
200 
189 
199 
200 
150 
200 
200 
140 
200 
133 
170 
170 
200 
135 
180 
200 
198 
139 
199 
149 
149 
198 
199 
200 
149 
189 
180 
200 
150 
200 
143 
170 
139 
140 
149 
150 
170 
199 
200 
200 
199 

210 
220 
220 
280 
299 
300 
210 
230 
240 
249 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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&W DM602 300 Mordaunt-Short MS30i 275 430 RopBLS55 429 Orello Orator 11 

B&W Solid Powerbass 300 Mordaunt-Short MS25i 300 Castle Severn 500 RopBLS55 429 Ori&in live Resolution 

B&W CWM8i 300 NAD 802 279 Celestion Impact 25 399 Rogers Studio 3 499 Ori&in li•e Victory 

Bandor loudspoakm Voice 270 Ortofon Concord 4 230 Celestion Style 4 399 Royd The Squire 350 Pontachord B 

Bandor LoudspoakeB Pictures 300 Pioneer CS-7030 230 Celestion Style 3 399 Royd Doublet 450 Pontachord Pentode 

Ban& & Olufson Beovox CX50 300 Pioneer S-4UK 250 Cet.stion Impact 30 429 Ruarl< Swordsman Plus 11 329 PionHr S-200 

Boso Xl3000 230 Pioneer S-60 270 Celestion Sl6Si 429 Ruarl< Icon 359 Polk RT12 

Bose l51 En•ironmental 270 Pioneer CS-9030 280 Celestion CS6i 449 Ruarl< Sabre !I 449 PolklS50 

Boso 161 FrHstyle 275 Pioneer S-LCI 300 Celestion CS8i 499 Ruarl< Templar 499 Plvac Response CC One 

Bose 201 Ser Ill 290 Polk M311 220 Cerwin Yep YSIO 350 SD Atoustics SD3R 449 PJvac Tabletto 5D 
Bose Xl4000 295 Polk RT5 250 Clomonts 300si 395 Sequence 400 329 Proac Studio 100 
Boston Atoustics 360 Ser 11 209 Polk Rn 300 Dali 1048 370 Spendor 2020 399 QLN 313 
Boston Acoustics 361 210 Polk M5 300 Dawn Audio Chorus BS 482 Tannoy Subsat3 399 QLN 929 
Boston Atoustics CR8 239 QLN Projokt A5 225 Epos ES12 499 Tannoy 636 419 QLN Classic One 
Boston Acoustics 380 249 QLN Projekt B3 240 Faraday SG 345 Tannoy 625 450 Quad Q1710L 
Boston Acoustics 381 250 QLN Qubic 121 250 Faraday Siren 445 Tannoy 637 499 R01m AB! 

Boston Acoustics CR9 279 QLN 122 270 Fullers Sultan 349 mL Rn3 400 RopBlS3/5A 
Boston Atoustics Voyager 299 QLN A6 270 Fullm Sultan H.E. 475 TDL RTL3 400 Rog11rs Studio 5 
Boston lynnfield YRIO 250 QLN Projekt B3i 285 GU lma&io IC120 420 Technics SB-M300 350 Roksan Roksan 1 
Boston lynntield YRS 300 Rega El8 298 Grundil BX3 Mk 11 350 Technics SB-M500 450 Roksan Ojan 3S 
Boston lynnfield YR12 300 RopBLS33 249 Heybrook Heylios 339 Totem Mitt 495 Roksan Ojan 3 Black 
Canon SY15KIT2 210 ROIIB LS33 249 Heybrook Trio 373 Triaft&le TIIUs TZe 349 Royd The Soroerer 
Canon Y-100 210 Royd Minstrel 269 Heybrook Heylo 389 Trtanale Comete TZe 499 Royd Abbot 
Canon Y-IDOW 220 Royd Merlin 298 Heybrook Heystak 499 Ukd-Opera Oera Solo 395 Ruarl< Talisman 11 
Canon Y-IOOEX 240 Sequence 300 249 Infinity SMI05 350 Ukd-Opera Opera I 450 Shahinian Super En 
Canon SY15KITI 250 Sequence FW120 249 Infinity SM115 450 Yisonik TBIS 366 Silverado Raider 
Canon S-35 250 Sony SS-176SEB 250 Infinity SSW-10 Sub 500 Wbartedale Modus MFM3 350 Senus-Faber Concertino 
astleiSIS 229 System Audio 905 250 Jamo 40JA 350 Wbartedale Modus Music Eight 360 Spendor 2030 

Castle KHp (STD) 250 Tannoy 633/11 300 Jamo 98 360 460 Spondor LS3/5A 
Castle Durham 900 300 TDL RTL2 280 Jamo Classic 6 360 Spendor SP3/l 
Celestion Impact 20 279 Yisonik 7003 203 lamo BX-IOOA 370 Acoustic Energy AEI-11 795 Tannoy 638 

Celostion CSW 299 Yisonik SUB5 259 Jamo D-3658 400 Allison RA LABS HTS Two 509 Tannoy 0100 
Celestion Style 2 299 Wharfedale Modus M FMI 250 Jamo THX Sub One 400 Allison Model 3A 525 TDL Hine 2 

elestion Impact 23 300 Whartedale Modus Music Six 280 lamo THX LCR One 400 Allison COB 550 TDL RTL4 
Cenrin Yep HED265 300 Wharfedale Yaldus 500 299 Jamo Graphic 400 Allison All25 650 TDL T-line3 
Cerwin Yoga SAT-6 300 Yamaha NSIOM 300 Jamo Classic 8 430 Allison All30 800 Totem Rokk 
Dali 1028 260 zyp All 219 Jamo BX-150A 460 Audio Gem Emerald 540 Trtaft&le Zephyr 
Faraday FSI 245 zyp A2S 275 Jamo 128 500 Avanti C6!20 533 Ukd-0 era 0 retta ll 
Gale Model 5 220 lYP A2ST 295 Jamo 4JJA 500 Avanti C6/25 763 
GU lma&io ICUO 300 Jamo Concert Centre 500 B&W CDMI 600 Acoustic Energy AE2·11 
Heybrook HBI 269 Aeoustic Energy AEI09 330 Jamo Silhouette 500 B&W P4 675 ATC SCMIO 
Infinity SM85 250 Allison CD7 380 IBL TLX151 350 Bandor loudspeakeB Trident 720 ATC SCM20 
lamo 68 230 Allison Model 2A 420 IBL TLXJO 400 Bbc Monitors LS3/5a 699 Audio Physic Step 
Jamo 307A 230 Allison All20 420 IBL TLX161 400 Bose SE-5 Ser 11 System 760 Audio•octor 2X 
lamo Art 270 Audio Innovations Alto 329 IBL rum 500 Bose A'mass AM5ll 800 Audio•ector 3X 
lamo Atmosphere 280 AYI Neutron 499 JPW Ruby I 500 Boston Acoustics SubSat 7 549 Avanti C6/28 
Jamo Deco Art 300 B&W CDM2 400 KEF 030 379 Boston Lynnfield YR30 600 B&W P5 
lamo D-2650 300 B&W Solid Vorticale 400 Keswick Audio Aria 11 329 Canon Y-200 600 B&W Matrix 805 Y 
Jamo D-265C 300 B&WAS6 500 Keswick Audio Centrale 359 CasUe Avon 700 B&W DM604 
lamo Classic 4 300 B&W DM603 500 linn Sekrit Passi•e 350 Castle Chester 700 B&W P6 
IBL nx5D 250 B&W Sicnature 1 500 linn Tukan Passive 500 Castle Harfoch 799 Bandor loudspeakers Bandora 
JBL TLX60 300 Bang & Olufsen 8eo•ox CXIOO 400 lumley Reference LM4 375 Celestion Impact 35 529 Bandor loudspeakeB Mora 
PWAP3 230 Bane & Olulsen Boo•ox Rl60DO 450 lumley Reference Promenade SP2 399 Celostion 100 539 Bang & Olufson Beolab 4500 

IYC SX-SWIO 300 Ban& & Olufsen Boovox 4500 475 Lumley Reterence LM5 499 Cet.stion Impact 40 629 Bang & Olufsen Beolab 6000 
KEF QIO 229 Blue Room Mini Pod 400 lumley Reterence Promenade SP3 499 Cet.stion Impact 45i 670 Blue Room House Pod 
KEF Coda 9 299 Bose 301 YM 380 MISsion 733 330 Cerwin Yoga YS12 550 Blue Room Techno Pod 
KEF JOS 299 Bose 305 430 Mission 751 Freedom 348 Cerwin Yoga YS15 700 Bose A'mass AM7 
Kenwood LS-300G 300 Boso A'mass AM3 11 500 Mission 734 499 elements 600si 595 Boston lynnfield VR40 
Keswick Audio Aria 11 299 Bose 401 500 Monitor Audio Monitor 9 Gold 11 350 Dawn Audio Chorus FS 698 Canon S-75 
lumley Reference Promenade SPI 299 Bost on Acoustics SWIO 449 Monitor Audio MA302 400 Epos ES14 675 Castle Howard S2 
Micromep Minium MS! 300 Boston Acoustics SubSat 6 449 Monitor Audio MA202 450 Faraday FSIO 795 Celestion Sl600si 
Monitor Audio Monitor I Gold 245 Boston lynnfield YR20 380 MonHor Audio MA303 500 Fullers Sultan H.E. 625 Cetestion 300 

Monitor Audio Monitor 1 Gold 11 299 Boston Lynnfield VR500 450 Monitor Audio Monitor 14 Gold 11 500 Fult.rs Pharaoh I 749 Celostion lOOSE 
Monitor Audio Sub /W/200/92 300 Castle Tay (Standard) 330 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 500 Gll lma&io IC130 530 Cerwin Yoga 1515 
Monitor Audio MA201 300 Castle York 370 Mordaunt-Short MS40i 450 Harbetlt BBC LS3!5A 699 Chord SysAudio Sig 

Musical Technology Harrier 400 Harbeth Hl·P3ES 799 Clemonts Reference I 
NAD 804 400 Heybrook Quartet 575 Epos ES22 
Neat Critique 445 Infinity SM125 550 Fullers Pharaoh 2 
Neat Acoustics Critique 385 Infinity SM155 ' 650 Gamma Acoustics Epoch Fi•e 
Ori&in live OL-IA5 399 lamo BX-200A 550 Harbetb Hl-K6 
Ori&in live Monaroh 399 Jamo THX Surr One 550 Harbelb BBC LS5!12A 
Origin li•e Ol-2A 470 lamo Classic 10 700 Harbelb Hl·Compact 7 
Ortofon Concord 6 330 lamo 50JA 800 Heybrook Sextet 
Pontachord A 469 IBL nxl81 600 Impulse Kora 
Pioneer S-SO 370 Jordan Watts JH200 510 Infinity Kappa 6.1i 
Pioneer S-LC2 500 Ionian Watts JHFLG 560 Infinity Kappa J.li 
Polk RT8 400 IPW Ruby 2 700 Jamo JOJi 
Polk lS 1/1 Surround 449 KEF 050 529 lamo Concert 8 
Polk RTIO 500 KEF LS3/5a 649 1Bll20 

Pro! MonHor Co TBIS 366 KEF 070 729 IBL L40 
Pro! Monitor Co TBISM 403 Keswick Audio Yolante 599 IBL l60 
Pro! MonHor Co TB! 410 Keswick Audio Yolante 629 JBL L80 
Pro! Monitor Co TB! M 447 linaeum lFX Wood 649 JBLL90 

Pro! Monitor Co XBI 499 linn Keilidh Passi•e 7QO Jordan Watts JH400 
QLN Projokt 84 320 Lumt.y Reference LM6 650 Ionian Watts JH400M 
QLN Projekt B3ii 329 lumt.y Reterence Promenade SP4 650 IPW Ruby 3 
QLN Projekt C3 330 Manticore Minaret 580 JPW Ruby 4 
QlN Projokt B MULTI 330 Meridian A500 695 KEF Model One 
QLN Projekt 03 360 Mission 752 578 KEF Model Two 
QlN Projekt C3i 370 Mission 735 650 Keswick Audio Torino 
QlN Qubic 222 400 M is ion 753 Freedom 798 Keswick Audio Figaro E•olution 
QlN Projokt C3ii 400 Monitor Audio Studio 2 600 Keswick Audio Milano 
QlN Projekt B5 400 MonHor Audio J02PMC 799 Keswick Audio Alto 
QlN Projekt C3iii 400 Monitor Audio MAG901 800 Keswick Audio Amber 
QlN Projokt D3i 440 Morllaunt-Short MS50i 550 linn Sekrit AktiY 

QlN Projekt C4 440 Nairn Audio INTRO 596 linn Tukan Akli• 
QLN Projokt C3iv 440 Nairn Audio NA PX03 705 linn Keilidh Aktiv 
QlN Projekt D3ii 470 Nairn Audio S-NAXD 3-6 719 living Voice Auditorium 
QlN Projekt 04 480 Naim Audio S-NAXD 2-4 719 lumley Reference LM3 
QLN Projokt CMULTI 500 Heat Petite 595 lumley Reference 1/M3.5 
Rega EU 498 Neat Mystique 650 Magnopan SMG·C SE 
Rogers AB33 379 Neat Petite 11 745 Magnepan MG-0.6 SE 
RopBdblOI 399 Neat Acoustics Mystique 575 Magneplanar SMG· C SE 
Rogers db!Ol Series 399 Neat Acoustics Petitio 11 745 Magneplanar MG-0,6 SE 
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699 
732 
750 
519 
729 
600 
600 
800 
599 
599 
699 
600 
700 
800 
600 
549 
699 
699 
595 
795 
795 
595 
665 
749 
790 
695 
595 
599 
630 
795 
599 
649 
550 
650 
750 
695 
749 
770 

1,095 
1,000 
1,500 
1,299 

850 
1,500 
1,303 

875 
995 

1,000 
1,095 
1,140 
1,260 
1,200 
1,450 

895 
1,295 

900 
1,000 
1,000 
l,IOO 

820 
1,099 
1,435 
1,300 

850 
995 

1,185 
1,400 
1,499 

975 
1,259 
1,329 
1,129 
1,250 

995 
1,195 

900 
1,300 

850 
1,100 
1,200 
1,300 
1,300 

820 
970 

1,000 
1,300 
1,099 
1,499 

899 
899 

1,099 
1,299 
1,399 

850 
1,000 
1,200 
1,300 

895 
1,050 

990 
1,370 

990 
.... 1,370 
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Manticore Matisse 
Meridian Argent I 
Mission Freedom 5 
MonHor Audio 703PMC 
Monitor Audio Studio 6 
MonHor Audio Studio 12 
MonHor Audio 705PMC 
Mordaunt-Short Portormance 820 
Nairn Audio Credo 
Origin live Soveriegn 
Pink Triangle Venlrical 
Pion88r S-400 
Polk LS70 
Proac Tablette 50 SIG 
Proac Response IS 
Proac Studio ISO 
Prof Monitor Co LBI 
Prof Monitor Co AB! 
QLN Signature 
QLN Prestige 
QLN Si& Splitlield 
Rega XEl 
Rogers Studio 7 
Roksan Ojan 3 Rosewood 
Roksan Ojan 3X Black 
Roksan Ojan 3X Rosewood 
Royd The Albion 
Ruark Broadsword 11 
Ruark Paladin 
SD Acoustics SOS 
Soous-Faber Minuetto 
Sonus-Faber M Amator 
Spendor 2040 
Spendor SP2/3 
Spendor SPI/2 

- --- ---- ----- ��-

1,390 

995 

1,298 

899 

900 

1,000 

1,499 

1,495 

987 

975 

990 

950 

1,200 

899 

999 

1,399 

935 

1,496 

1,000 

1.500 

1.500 

1,040 

899 

995 

1,195 

1,395 

1.270 

899 

1.099 

1,395 

898 

1,498 

899 

930 

1,330 

Thiel 2 
Thief CS-5 
Totem Model One 
Triangle Antal 
Ukd-Opera Callas 11 
Ukd-Opera Callas 11 
Ukd-Opera Opera Ill 
Ukd-Opera Callas Gold 
Ukd-Opera Divina 11 
Vandersteen 2Ce 
Visonik LBI 

1,470 

899 

1,500 

1,379 

1,499 

1,499 

1,195 

1.099 

895 

950 

999 

1,050 

1,500 

1,395 

935 

Acoustic Energy AEl Sig I ,695 

Acoustic Energy AE2 Sig 2,695 

Allison I.C. 10 2,500 

ATC SCM20 Tower I ,999 

Audio Physic Spark 2 I ,7 49 

Audio Physic Tempo 1,999 

Audiovector 5 2,500 

B&W Matrix 804 I ,595 

B&W Matrix 803s2 1,995 

B&W Matrix 802s3 2,795 

Bandor loudspeakers Bandora/Mora 2,800 

Bang & Olufm Beolab 8000 1,999 

Bang & Olufsen Boolab Ponta 3 2,500 

Bbc Monrtors LS5!9 I ,531 

Bose 901 VI 1,650 

Boston Acoustics Lynfield 300L 2,000 

Bravura Virtuoso 2,995 

Castle Winchester 1,650 
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Celestion Kingston 2,500 

Chord LS5/12A 1,593 

Chord CEL 301 2.130 

Chord CEL 201 2.840 

Clements Reference 7 1.995 

Credo SPB 003 1.820 

Credo SPB 009 2.453 

Dawn Audio Symphony 1.995 

ECA Servo A.2 2,450 

Epos ES25 1,655 

Fullers Pharaoh 3 2,800 

Fullers Sphinx 2 3.000 

Gamma Acoustics Epoch Ref Five 2,999 

Harbeth HL -SES 1.799 

Harbeth Hl-S8 1.895 

Helius Syrius 11 2.395 

Helius Syrius I 2,850 

Homing Aristophane 2,600 

Impulse Lali 1,850 

Jamo Concert 11 2,000 

Jamo THX System 2,500 

JBL Ti 1000 1,600 

JBL LIDO 1,800 

JBL Ti 2000 2.000 

JBL Ti 3000 2,700 

Jordan Watts JHI+I Aspect 1.730 

Jordan Watts JHI +I Aspect K 2,310 

Jordan Watts Aspect JHI +I 2,745 

KEF 104i2 REC 1,799 

KEF Model Three 1,999 

KEF Model Four 2,999 

linn Kaber Passive 1.800 

linn Kaber Aktiv 2,440 

Lowther Fidelio 1,999 

lowther Academy 2,399 

Lowther Bel Canto 2,699 

Lumley Reference LM2 2,500 

lumley Reference L/M 2 2,795 

Magnepan MG-10 SE 1,650 

Magnepan MG-1.5 SE 1,780 

Magnepan MG-2.7 SE 2,650 

Magneplanar MG-10 SE 1,650 

Magneplanar MG-1,5 SE 1,780 

Magneplanar MG-2,7 SE 2,650 

Martin-Logan Aerius 2,288 

Martin-logan Stylos 2,993 

Monitor Audio Studio 20SE 2,200 

Mordaunt-Short Pertormance 860 1,895 

Mordaunt-Short Pertormance 880 2.795 

Nairn Audio SBL Active 1,)43 

Nairn Audio SBL Passive 1,876 

Neolith NEO I 2,999 

Ori&in Uve Conqueror 1,600 

Pentachord P'column 1,649 

Polk LS90 1,700 

PosseH Albatros 2,200 

Proac Response 2S 2,000 

Proac Studio 250 2,249 

Proac Response 2.5 2,700 

OLN Reference 2,000 

OLN Ref HDII 2,500 

Rehdeko RK115 1,550 

Rehdeko RK125 
Rogers LS5/9 
Rogors Studio 9 
lluark Crusader 11 
Ruark Equinox 
Ruark Accolade 
SO Acoustics SOlE 
Shahinian Arc 
Shahinian Obelisk 
Silverado Silverado I 
Sonus-Faber Electa 
Sonus-Faber Amator 
Spendor SPJ/1 
Spendor SPIOO 
!annoy Sterling TW 
!annoy 0700 
!annoy Edinburgh TW 
TDL Studio Monitor m 
TDL Studio 
Thief CS2.2 
Totem Mann-2 
Triangle Zays 
Triangle Altinis 
Triangle Extan 
Ukd-Opera Caruso 11 

Acoustic Entr&Y AES 
Allison I.C. 20 
ATC SCMSO 
ATC SCMIOO 
ATC SCM50A 
ATC SCMIOOA 
Audio Physic Virgo 2 
Audio Physic Terra 
Audio Physic Avanti 2 
Audio Physic Caldera 
Audiovector 6 
B&W Matnx 80ls3 
B&W Silver Signature 
Boston Acoustics Lynfield 500L 
Boston Lynnfield 500L 
Chord LF5,12 
Credo SPB 012 
Credo SDP 
Credo SOL 001 
DefinHive BP2000 
Impulse Ta'us 
Infinity ARS Epsilon 
Jamo Oriel 
JBL S2600 
JBL Ti 5000 
Jordan Watts JH2K 
Jordan Watts Classic JH2KM 
Jordan Watts Classic JHSK 
Jordan Watts Classic JHSKM 
Jordan Watts Classic JHIOK 
KEF 107/2 REC 
Keswick Audio Zero2 
linn Keltik Aktiv 
living Voice RW24 Basebin sys 
Lowther Delphic 
Lumley Reference L/M 2 Signature 
Lumley Reference LMI 
Magnepan MG-3.5 SE 
Magneplanar MG-3,5 SE 
Martin-Logan Sequel SL3 
Martin-Logan Sequel ll 
Martin-Logan CLS llz 
Martin-Logan Quest Z 
Martin-Logan Monolith IIIP 
Meridian DSP5000 
Mendian DSP6000 
Monitor Audio Studio 50 
MonHor Audio Studio 60 
Nairn Audio DBL Active 
HooiHh NEO 2 
Noolith NEO 3 
Proac Response 3.5 
Prof Monitor Co MBI 
Prof Monitor Co MBIP 
Prof MonHor Co BBS 
Prof MonHor Co BBSP 
QLN Artec 1600 
Quad ESL63 
Rehdeko RKI45 
Rehdeko RK175 
Shahinian Hawk 
Shahlnlan Diapason 
Sonus-Faber Extrema 
Spondor SP9/I 
!annoy GRFM TW 
!annoy Cantebury 12 � 

Tannoy Westminster lW 
!annoy Canterbury 15 � 

TDL Rof Standard-m 
Thief CS3.6 
Triangle Nemo AHiar 
Wilson WAP Puppy 11 
Wilson Puppy 5 
Wilson WAIT 5 
Wilson WITT 

2,750 

1,531 

1,549 

1,599 

1,849 

2.699 

2,995 

1,675 

2.490 

1,995 

1.790 

2.991 

1,990 

2,030 

1,750 

2,100 

2,700 

2,449 

2,450 

2,749 

2,795 

1,650 

2,250 

2,950 

2.250 

7,995 

5.500 

3,499 

4,149 

4,999 

5,699 

3.199 

3,499 

6.399 

9,999 

4,600 

3,795 

5,000 

4.449 

4,500 

3.620 

3.147 

5.353 

5.677 

3,600 

3.100 

9,995 

7,000 

3,500 

3.700 

3.230 

4,250 

4,875 

5,860 

9,340 

3,999 

6,000 

4,400 

9,500 

3,999 

4.500 

8.500 

3.800 

3,800 

3,349 

3,399 

4,555 

5.350 

8.730 

3,295 

9,400 

4,000 

7.000 

7,414 

3,499 

4,999 

4,250 

4,370 

4,681 

6,270 

6,754 

4,500 

3,450 

4,250 

7,750 

4.950 

8,350 

5,991 

3,400 

3,500 

5,500 

6,000 

7,000 

4,999 

3.899 

3,850 

5,600 

7,290 

8,800 

8,88 

AV Loudspeakers 
Dedicated Centre Speaker 

B&W CC3 
B&W CC6 
Boston Acoustics 404V 
Boston Acoustics CRI 
Boston Acoustics Centre 6 
Boston Acoustics Centre 7 
Boston Acoustics VR12 
canon S-CIO 
Canon S-C20 
Celestion Centre 2 
Jamo Centre 50.11 
Jamo Centre 40 
Jamo Centre 100.11 
Jamo Centre 18 
Jamo Centre 160 
Jamo Centre 200 
JBL MR Centre 
JBL SC305 
KEF 80C 
KEF 200C 
Kenwood CS-6 
Keswick Audio Centrali 
Martin-Logan logos 
Meridian M60C 
Meridian DSP5000C 
Meridian DSP6000C 
Mission 75C 
Monitor Audio CC200 
MonHor Audio CC900 
Polk CS200 
Polk RM2500C 
Polk CS250 
Polk CS350 
Roeers C33 
Royd AV77 
Sony SS CNIS 
Sony SS CN35 
Sony SS CN65ES 
Triancte Sat I 
Yamaha NS-C60 
Yamaha NS-CIOS 
Yamaba NS-Cl50 
lYP AllAY 

!50 

200 

lOO 
lOO 
130 

200 

300 

129 

199 

189 

80 

100 

130 

!50 

180 

200 

lOO 
!50 

129 

699 

!50 

359 

1,949 

1,125 

1,750 

4,900 

248 

200 

400 

170 

249 

250 

450 

222 

250 

40 

70 

130 

375 

60 

80 

110 

109 

Dedicated Surround Speaker 

B&WSCM8 
Boston Acoustics CRX 
Boston Acoustics VRS 
Boston Acoustics 575X 
Canon V-lOO 
Jamo Surround 40 
Jamo Surround rear 
Jamo Surround 50 
Jamo Surround 100 
Jamo Surround 200 
Jamo Surround 300 
Kenwood RS-05 
Kenwood CM-5ES 
Kenwood CM7ES 
Martin-Logan Stylos 
Musical Technolo&Y Merlin 
Musical Technology HOBBY 
Musical Technology Osprey 
Polk M3 11 
Polk MS 
Polk LS f/x Surround 
Sony SS SR65ES 
Triangle SAT 11 

Subwoofer 

550 

200 

429 

450 

210 

60 

60 

70 

90 

180 

280 

80 

80 

100 

2,872 

200 

250 

250 

220 

300 

449 

170 

250 

Aiwa TS-W9 170 

B&W Solid Powerbass 300 

B&W AS6 500 

B&W PCS8 750 

B&W BOOASW 1,500 

Boston Acoustics VRSOO 450 

Boston Acoustics SWIO 450 

Boston Acoustics 595X 455 

Canon S-B20 200 

Canon VSB-100 250 

Credo SDC 001 3.054 

Jamo SW25 140 

Jamo SW170.11 240 

Jamo SW200.11 300 

Jamo SW400E 330 

Jamo SW300.11 370 

Jamo SW505E 400 

Jamo SWBOOE 530 

JBL PS60 399 

HI-FI CHOICE 



JPW Satellites 80 Air Tangent Tangent !OB 
JPW Subwoofer 130 Air Tangent Ref. Sig. 
JVC SX-SC!VBK 60 Audiomeca SL5 
KEF Model 208 349 Decca Ll Arm · 

KEF 308 499 Dtcca LIR Arm 
KEF 408 759 Dynavector 507 
KEF AV! 2.499 Graham 1.5T 
Kenwood SW500 250 Helius Orion 4 Copper 
Linn Sekrit 298 Helius Orion 4 Silver 
Linn 5150 2,850 Helius Cyalene 2 
Meridian Sub I 1,500 Linn Akito 
Meridian M2500 1,595 Linn Ekos 
Mission 73PS 180 Manticore Musician 
Mission 73AS 450 Manticore Magician! 
Mission 75AS 550 Manticore Magician2 
Polk PSW!OO 500 Moth Arm 
Polk PSW300 750 Moth Mkllf 
REL Strata 2 575 Nairn Audio ARO 
REL Storm 700 Nottingham Analogue Space 
REL Stadium 11 1,000 Nottingham Analogue Mentor 
REL Stentor2 1,800 Nottingham Analogue Alien 
REL Studio2 4,000 Rega RB250 
Rogers AB33 379 Rega RB300 
Rogers ASB&O 469 Rega RB900 
Solid Powerbass 300 Roksan Tabriz 
Solid Verticale 400 Roksan Tabriz Zi 
Sony SA WIG! 230 Roksan Artemiz 
Sony SA W301 330 SME 3009 Ser 11 Imp 
Tannoy 625ALF 595 SME 3009 S2 Ser ll lmp 
Triangle SATIII 650 SME Series 11 3009-R 
Yamaha YST-SW40 140 SME Series 11 3010-R 
Yamaha YST-SW80 180 SME Series 11 3012-R 
Yamaha YST-SW!50 280 SME Series 300-309 

SME Series 300-310 
SME Series 300-309Gold 
SME Series 300-312 
SME Series IV 
SME 300-309 Gld Pltd 
SME Series IV Gld Pltd 
SME Series V Gld Print 
SME Series V 
SME Series V Gold Pltd 
Townshend Excalibur 
Wilson Benesch ACT! 
Zeta AS 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

7,777 

11.000 

1,999 

49 

99 

2,200 

2,550 

549 

725 

1,495 

350 

1.500 

425 

750 

850 

95 

146 

992 

350 

750 

1.200 

109 

174 

598 
320 

420 

895 

250 

273 

416 

426 

458 

558 

571 

642 

649 

796 
1,024 

1,261 

1,361 

1.391 

1,649 

1,499 

975 

469 

TUNERS 

Arcam Alpha 7 
Arcam Alpha 8 
Arcam Delta 280 
Audiolab 8000T 
Aura TU80 
AVI S2000MT 
B&W ST-3s 
Day Sequerra FM Ref 
Day Sequerra S B'dcast Mon 
Denon TU-260L 
Dtnon TU-215RD 
Dtnon TU-380RD 
Grundig Tl2 
Harman/Kardon TU930 
Harman/Kardon TU950 
Harman/Kardon TU9400 
Kenwood Kf.2080 
Kenwood KT·3080 
Linn Kudos Sneaky 
Lion Kudos 
Lmn Kremlin 
luxman T-353 
Marantz ST-57 
Marantz ST-65 
Mcintosh MR7084 
Meridian 504 
Meridian 604 
Michi RHT-10 

230 

280 

399 

800 
350 

599 

350 

5,937 

14,640 

120 

150 

200 

170 

180 

200 

299 

130 

180 

500 

775 

2,600 

200 

150 

200 

1,550 

695 

1,350 

895 

300 

700 

400 

300 

499 

NAD T 42!0RDS 
NAD 412 
NAD 4!4RDS 
Nairn Audio NAT03 
Nairn Audio NAT02 
Nairn Audio NATO! 
Onix TU39 
Onkyo T-409 
Onkyo T-411RDS 
Onkyo R-811RDS 
Pioneer F-203RDS 
Pioneer F -204RDS 
Pioneer F-303RDS 
Pioneer F-304RDS 
Pioneer F-504RDS 
Quad FM&& 
Rega Radio 
Rotel RT-990BX 
Sony ST-SE200 
Sony STS-E300 
Sony ST-S261 
Sony STS-£700 
Sony STS-A3ES 
TEAC T-R400 
TEAC TB-XIO 
Technics ST-GT350l 
Technits ST-GT550L 
Technics ST-GT650L 
Thorens TRT-2000 
Yamaha TX-480L 
Yamaha TX-590RDS 

180 

190 

250 

566 

1,028 

1,645 

800 

230 

280 

420 

130 

140 

180 

190' 

250 

554 

229 

500 

lOO 
120 

140 

180 
250 

120 

400 

150 

200 

250 

450 

120 

180 

TURNTABLES 

Akai AP A950 
Ariston Pro-1200 
Dual CS3700/3701 
Dual CS435 
Dual CS503·2 
Dual 505-4 UK 
Dual CS750-l 
Dual Golden 11 
Genexxa Lab-710 
Genexxa Lab-810 
Grundig TT! 
Kenwood KD-492F 
Michell Mycro 
Moth Alamo 
Moth Turntable 
Moth Kanoot Mkl Arm 
Moth Kanoot Mkllf Arm 
NAD 533 
Pioneer PL·J2500-C 
Pioneer PL·225 
Pioneer PL-990 
Pioneer PL-335 
Pro-Ject 0.5 (OMIO) 
Pro-Ject 1(510) 
Pro-Ject Project 2 MC!O 
Pro-Jec1 Project 6(MC15) 
Rega Planar 78 
Rega Planar 2 
Rega Planar 3 
Rega Planar 3 Colour 
Roksan Radius3 
Sony PS-U56 
Sony PSLX-150H 

------

179 

160 

85 

130 

170 

200 

350 

500 

60 
70 

180 

100 

435 

175 

199 

249 

299 

220 

80 

120 

130 

150 

160 

200 

300 

450 

214 

214 

274 

289 

470 

70 

90 

Audiomeca Romance 1,675 

Audiomeca ll 2,500 

Audiomeca ll/SL5 4.250 

Basis Basis 2001 2.750 

Basis Ovation 11 4,800 

Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 7,200 

Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9.250 

DNM Rota 2 4,800 
Dnm Reson Rota I 3.500 

Impulse Moskito 695 

Linn LP12 Basik 1,050 
Linn LP12 Yalhalla 1,200 

Linn LP!2 Lingo 1,750 

Lumley Reference Strotesphere STI 6,250 

Manticore Mantra 950 

Manticore Magister 3.990 

Marantz TT-1000 6,000 

Michell Mycro/arm 577 

Michell Gyrodek 825 
Michell Gyrodek/arm 967 
Mic hell Orbe I ,950 

Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck 600 

Nottingham Analogue Illusion 600 

Nottingham Analogue HyperSpacedeck1,200 
Nottingham Analogue Graphic 1,200 

Nottingham Analogue Mentor 2,200 

Nottingham Analogue Mentor Ref 4,800 

Pink Triangle Export 948 
Pink Triangle Anniversary 1.797 

Pink Triangle Anni/DC PSU 2,173 

Pro-Ject 6/Sumiko 850 
Rega Planar 9 1,598 

Roksan Xerxes 10 1,295 

Roksan TMS 2,750 
SME Model 20 3,240 

SME Modei2QI2A 3.941 
SME Model 30 8.652 

SME Model 30/2A 9,836 

Technics SL-1200LTD 1,000 

Thorens TD-146 VI TP50 550 

Thorens TD-3001BC 630 

Thorens TD-2001 TP90 700 

Thorens TD-2001 700 
Thorens TD-3001/UK 770 
Thorens TD-520 900 
Thorens TD-520 SME 1,050 

Townshend Mktll Rock 1,499 

Well Tempered Record Player 1.850 
Well Tempered Classic 2,980 

Well Tempered Super 3,900 

Well Tempered Reference 5,300 

Wilson Benesch 1,550 

Remember that all. 

entries printed in RED 

refer to hi·fi products 

that we have reviewed. 

Turn to page 122 

for a full summary 

of test results! 
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he amplifier sits at the heart of the system , processing the outputs related. Some of the finest amplifiers available have outputs as low as 

from the various music sources as necessary and then driving 12 Watts, but team them with high efficiency loudspeakers and you can 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are achieve loudness aplenty_ 

integrated into a single box at the low-to--middle price points; but be:ome Power output is equally no indication of sound quality. 

separated into preamps and power amplifiers. Even separate power 

supplies become increasingly common as one moves upmarket. 

Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not necessarily 
� Best buy �·Recommended 

UNE INPUIS, Amount of ini>Jt soclels fo< 0011 �nyl soun:es wc!l 

as CO �.tuners and cassette decks. 

MC PHONO INPII!, ff an amp has a �nyl phorn ini>Jt fo< 

moving coil (low ootpul) cartridges. 

POWER OUTPIIT (W), lallesiOO IXM<'wli>Jt n Watts po-chamel. 

RECEIYER.ff an amp has a boik in rad� tuner. 

info<mation page. 

BACK ISSUE, Tto issue of Hi-� Choice in which the on�nal ,.,;ew 

appeared_ MM PHONO INPII!, ff an amp has a �nyl pl'ooo input fo< moving 

magnet (normal output) cartridges. 
REMOJ[ CONTlHil' ff amp is couch potato ready. 

HEAili'IIONE SOQIET, ff an amp is can friend�. 

FACISUCK NUMBER, Tto Factsbacl< reference fo< oolering a tax 

ropy of ltle ,.,;ew. Use ltle oontents page to find the factsback 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
Product 
Alchemist Maxim APD30A 
AMC 3050 

--- -

AMC CVT3030 

Arca m Alpha 5 Plus 
t--:- -
-��!_��e_l1_�6 Plus 

Arcam Delta 290 
r -

Audio Innovations Alto 
---------

Audio Innovations S700 
r:- -- - -�dio Note Ongaku 

Audio Note Oto SE 
Audiolab SOOOA 
Audiolab SOOOS 
Aura VAIOO 11 
Cambridge Audio AI 
Chimera X-80 
Copland CSA-14 

r-:- -- -
Creek 4240 

------

Creek 4240SE 
----- -

Denon PMA-250 Ill 
Denon PMA-350 11 
Denon PMA-450SE 

� -- --

Denon PMA-725R: 
Densen Beat 8100 
DPA Renaissance 
EMF Audio Sequel 
Exposure XX Super 
Gamma Acoustics Gemini 

E---· 
Grundig Fine Arts V-11 
Harman/Kardon HK610 
Harm an Kardon H K1200 

'lbrman/Kardon HK1400 
r- -

Harman/Kardon HK640 1------ --- -
� Shearne Phase 2 

JVCAX-V4 
JVC AX-R5 
Kenwood KA-3020SE 
Kenwood KA-3060R 
Kenwood KA-5050R 

r-!iD �tegrated Z� 
Linn Majik-1 (Phono) 
Magnum IA170 
Magnum Quartet 
Magnum Class A 
Marantz PM-44 MkiiSE 
!linium A!ll_ll __ 

J!!ission Cyrus Ill 

�ll_sical F��elity E10 
Musical Fidelity ElOO 
Myryad Ml 12� 

-

HAD 310 
HAD 314 

�a.!.t!J Nait3 
Onix OA21S 

Price(£) Comments 
299 Vivid and colourtul sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy ---
220 Low-price NAD-alike amplifier that is polite and modest but rather wooden. Phono better than line 

529 Attempt to mix transistors with valves only shines with simple musical styles 

240 Detailed improvement on predecessor, �!_lacks 'air' 

350 Very mid-band oriented sound that was bright, yet lacks detail. Good for smaller speakers 

500 Combines dry restraint with detail, dynamics and musical colour 

300 Probably because of a lack of deep bass. th1s stylish amp sounds open, natural and relaxed 

1,199 Turns the roughest of digital sounds into understated and graceful music 

� A single ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half Probably the best amplifier in the world 

1,500 Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power 

500 The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature sounding amp 
�-

650 Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab's best yeti 

330 Big, smooth yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar 
--

lOO Dull musically - but at this price, Hobson's choice 

� Stonking looks, powertul, but ultimately lacking in dynamics. Tested in Sessions 

�eat sound and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables 

279 Bearing no relation to earlier Creek designs, this radical rethink is more successful via MM than CD 

350· At best, bland and plodding, at worst grainy, shouty and honky. Best on simple� 

160 High resolution amp, can loses its grip but is engaging and enjoyable 

230 Modifications give this amp a powertul up-front and compelling pertormance 

280 Based on the original '450 and offers a fast, furious and entertaining sound ---
350 Warm, bold, up-front presentation but musically unexciting 

�0� Seriously well controlled amp that does everything well. Very slightly shut-in sounding 

595 
349 
700 
699 
160 

--

200 
300 
400 
450 
649 
200 
200 
200 ---
230 
350 
499 
725 
270 
329 
599 
200 �--
350 
500 
300 
599 
530 
100 
260 
550 
430 

DPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tas� 

Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek 

Rather transistorised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm. Best played loud 

Genuine single-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build 

Rhythmically dull. Never gets out of first gear 

Lively and friendly sound, but could prove too exciting for the faint hearted 
----- --

Big sound with little bite. Becomes confused with complex music 

Relaxed, confident sound is only troubled by the most dense of recordings. 

Breezy, nimble sounding amp lacks grip and fortitude - it can sound artificial and insubstantial 

Either a natural-sounding superstar or nasal and hard to listen to- make up your own mind I --
Respectable pertormance for a Pro-Logic AV amplifier. Lacks resolution and sparkle, though 

Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; but let down by superticiality 

Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding amp via CD 

Classy engineering, but sound is over-dry, often frustratingly restrained and rather unsophisticated 

A listenable but neither particularly communicative nor captivating amplifier 

Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic -

The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused 

Gives a realistic sense of mstruments playmg within a very believable acoustic, preserves colour & dynamiCS well 

An integrated model that incorporates four monoblocks optimised for bi-wiring, but sound is sandy in the treble 

Lashings of rich and compelling
_
music, but the Class A trades lushness_for accuracy. 

Two generations on from the PM-40SE, this new model gives a disappointingly grey view of music 

Excellent musical pertormance but doesn't like high levels or low impedance speakers 

The classic Cyrus 11 sounds convincmg, mastertul and musical 
- ---

Smooth and high-endish sound that is marred by a lack of dynamics and a touch of grain 

Beautif!!!IY_ crafted with a vibrantly colourtul, almost dramatic sound 

Despite an ultra-modern appearance, the old-fashioned cold, dry transistor sound 

Fleet and sure of foot, it seems likely to set all appendages tapping w1th its blend of enthusiasm and artfulness 

Lively if coloured presentation that is musically engaging and easy on the ear 

Distinctive and highly musical sounding integrated. Perhaps too distinctive for sme tastes 

CD input sounds dead, but via MM disc, this amplifier has a fresh, vibrant sound 
-- --
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5 • • 30 1737 154 
4 • • 45 1738 154 
6 • • 30 116 
5 • • 40 1109 149 
6 •i• • • 50 1739 154 
6 • • • • 75 116 
6 35 1540 138 
5 25 116 
3 26 I C9l 
4 24 126 
5 • • • 60 1581 140 
6 • • 60 1740 154 
5 • • 70 1541 138 
4 • • 35 11463 149 
5 80 138 
4 • 60 1416 148 
4 • ' • 40 ll27 134 
5 • 35 1741 154 
4 • • 30 121 
5 • • 50 1128 134 
5 • • 60 11258 142 
5 • • • • 97 1802 157 
6 60 1742 154 
5 • • 40 1582 140 
5 • • 50 109 
6 55 I 743 154 
3 12 1416 148 
5 • • • 55 1803 157 
6 • • -30 1465 149 
7 45 1804 157 
5 • • 40 lOll 129 
6 • 55 1542 138 
5 50 !1744 154 
5 • • • 63 11805 � 
5 • • • 45 1466 149 
5 • • 50 ll30 134 
5 • • • 45 1260 142 
5 • • • •'95 ' 10121129 
6 50 1584 140 
5 • • • 33 l013jl29 
6 • 96 h260 !•142 
5 • •• 36 I I [121 
4 • • 60 i 116 
5 • • 40 1131 134 
6 • • • 40 1806 157 
6 • • 50 1585 140 
5 • re 40 1746 154 
5 • • • 70 1586 140 
5 • • l6o , 1747 154 
5 !20 1468 149 
6 • • 153 18071157 
5 ,30 ,1748 154 
4 • • 50 97 

HI-FI CHOICE 



THE DIRECTORY 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 

Onix OA31 480 1587 140 
Orelle SA-100 449 
Pioneer A-303R 200 
Pioneer A-300X 230 
Pioneer A-400X 300 
Pioneer A-503R 300 
Pro-ject Model 7 259 
Quad 77 650 
Rega Elex 398 
Role! RA920AX 120 
Rotel RA970BX 300 
Sonic Frontiers SFC-1 � 
Sony TA-F448E 250 

"-='====.:.:_:='-------+=�--'A-" n'-'a::.:mccp : :.:lif:.:.ier--'t:::: ha::.:t'_.::.s"'gr-"ea:.:tccfu::.:n_:.:_to be wi� a little untidy from time to time 1472 149 Technics SU-A600 Mk2 230 
4 Jeckyl and Hyde amplifier wi!IJ a dismal-sounding phono stage but transparent CO input 1547 138 Technics SU-A900 Mk2 450 

Woodside ISA230 Disc 899 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly enterta ::::in:::: in�g :.:so:::: u::.:nd:__ __ ::_�'--=_:_--,---r-="-----'-1.:.:16=-
==:_:.:_::_ ___ _::c:._:__W.c:i"'dg"'et"'s_::_a c.:ple:c.n :.:<ty,_, b::.:uc_t "'un"-em"'otional sound evoked an uncertain response from panel______ 1473 14.9 Yamaha AX-490 250 

YBA lntegre 
Preamplifiers 
Alchemist Kraken/Pre 
Audio Innovations l1 
Audiolab SOOOC 
Audiolab SOOOQ 
Conrad-Johnson PV-10A 
Conrad-lohnson Premier 7 
Copland CTA-301Mkll 
Creek P42 
Cyrus Pre 
DPA DSP200S 

EAR 802MC 
ECA Vista 
Exposure XVII 
Jadis JP-30MC 
Krell KRC-2s 

1,199 

380 
369 
520 

1,000 
1,250 

11,000 

Audiophile spec French integrated with good resolution and nice phono stage 121 

Quirky Class A design with an equally warm and colourful sound 
Reviewed with S800 Anniversary-Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole 

Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering. 
Tested with 8000M monoblocks 
Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy buil d too. Tested in Sessions 

preamplifiers money can buy The 7 is designed without compromise, and is clearly one of the finest (valve) 

124 

�weet sounding - but never gets bogged down in audio treacle 
279 

650 
495 

�� 
760 
849 

5,978 
4,190 

Tested with bridged A42 power amps, an articulate and open combo with tight tuneful bass (optional phono stage & remote) 
a sense of substance and natural warmth Tested with Cyrus Power. High tech design Punchy, light footed character with 

Dramatic but detailed and transparent sound belies modest power rating (test ed with DP.:..:A --= 20::.::0-"'S) _____ _ 

155 
124 

Tested with £3499 509 Mk 11 - see comments in power amp section 63 
Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system (tested with Lectern) 
Superbly rhythmical; maybe a tad overpowering in the midband. Tested in Ses sions with XVIII Super 142 

range. (tested with JA-'3-"0)'--------------,--.,
--,---:---r-+--i--60 

Statements) 141 
French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful mid 
This is an exquisitely refined and transparent design (tested with KSA-50S in .. IMend1an 501 

Meridian 562V 
4 Moth 30 Passive 

695 Tight, pos1t1ve sound, but d1spass10nate; mtense at h1gh levels. Tested w1th 555 
995 Transparent and capable preamp, also features 6 digital inputs 
149 Modular system gives crackmg results Passive preamp and power amp warrant Best Buy (tested w::.:i_::_th:_-3:.:_01,..Sc--te:-- re= o_..60..,) __ __.._:_ _ ___:;--;--:--t--...L-

4 Moth 30 Active 249 Tested w1th IOOW monobloks. While de monstratmg solid, even balance it proved adept at delivering vital mus1cal q"u_al_i ti-'- es'-----------.,.--,--,--..,..------1-55'-
g. Tested with MF E300 1304 145 Musical Fidelity E200 599 Weighty, luxuriant but hardly scintillatin 

Rose RV-23 450 You can pay more to get a more transp arent sound, but it's hard t:::o_..c::.:rit::.:ic:::ise::.:::at_:th::.:e..!p::.:ric::.:e________ 77 
Rote! RC970BX Mkll 175 Confident, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkll power amps 144 

al with a laid back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RB980BX) 
-- l55 Rotel RC980BX 375 Tames enthusiastically recorded materi ----- ---

tidy sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and elect:.cric'-'i--' ns"'tr.::.umcce:c.n::.:ts __ __:_ __ _,_--;--.;---r--'---::.:13-=.0'- 5 .,.;..145 Sumo Athena IlB 767 Tested with Polaris Ill. Big, natural and ---
Thorens ITP2000 
Woodside SC26 Phono 
YBA 3 Pre 

4 jYBA 2 Pre 
4 YBA 1 Pre 

Power amplifiers 

500 
..!,2� 
1,250 

Minimalist shoebox preamp, rhythmica I, warm balance. Tested in Sessio::.nc-.sccw'-"ith'-IT=A2:.:0.::.00=------
ntrolled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35) Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, eo 

See-through, ethereal stereo images, b 

Acurus AlSO 1400 Price includes RLII preamp with which it was tested. Powerfull remote control US combo with a s'"'ligho:.:t:.-IY.-:.fo::.rw:.:.a::.rd:.:::::in:.:cli::: na:..:t::.ionc__ -:;--=--+-�-: --:--'-=--.,.-::--+ 4 Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 399 Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheless 
151 
124 

4 Art Audio Quintet 1,393 Switchable triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest_W ..:.a.cctts'--a� ro'-'u� nd'-.-'.S'-ur"-pr-'i s_ in.._gly'-'g"-u-"ts._y _-'------;.--:--:-----'-'--......._-:.c-=.c.... 
4 Audio Innovations S800 Anni 1475 Reviewed with Ll -Explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole remarkably well 

+--
15 109 
25 1300 145 

Audiolab 8000M 750 Strong, controlled sound; confident bass, b:.:uc_t .:..:co::.:: lo.::: ur.:.:le.::. ss::_ . .:.:Te .::. st:::. ed::. w:.:.: i .:::thc::8 ::.0:.:00c:Qc_ ____ ____ _ 

Audio Research VT60 2,645 Ranks as 'must try' American cultural item (tested in Statements). Tube design 
Copland CTA-505 � Grown up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air 

4 Creek A42 279 Tested with bridged P42 pre in bridged mode. Articulate and open combo with tight tuneful bass 
4 Cyrus Power '""450Tested with Cyrus Pre. Punchy, light footed character with� substance and natural warmth (bridgeable) 
4 DPA 200S 750 Dramatic but crisp, open sound belies power rating (tested with OSP-200S) _ 

4 EAR 509 Mk 11 3,499 Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with £2599 802) 
4 ECA Lectern 880 Tested with Vista. Wmd up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music mto your system 

35 
67 1630 J.51 

!55 

Exposure XVIII Super 849 Slight dullness and hardness, but great 'boogie factor' 142 
4 1 Jadis JA-30 2,880 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful mid range (tested with £5::. 9:...: 78:..:J.:..P3:.:0c:.) -----:-:=--:--:---':--;---:-:......-----'6:.::....0 

Krell KSA-50s 3,690 Stretches the performance margins of difficult speakers - state of the art at the price 141 
[!eridian 555 750 By _e:oviding an open window on the music, this amp is wide _(llllln to :.:.RF:...:a:..:nc-.dc--lo::.: w_:le:.: v::.ei_::IM::_::.di:..:sto::.rt:::io:::n:_s -------:;-:--:--::--:--:--=---'=:.....:.c:... 

4 Moth 30 Stereo/SO 549 Tested with 30 Pass1ve. Modular system g1ves crackmg results 
4 Moth 30 Series Monobloks 879 Tested with Act1ve_Preamp. While demonstrating solid, even balance it p" ro"- ve:.: dc.:a::. de"'p-'- t a:..:t-=d::cel"- ive:::. r::"ing"-v"- it::.al'-'m"'u::.sl-'- ca:::.l.c.qu:..: a.:_ht:...:le-'- s -�f-"--i- -f----i--r----'""--+---_,;:.1::.:55'--

Musical Fidelity E300 699 Tested with E200. Weighty, luxuriant but hardly scintillating 
'CM'Cu:=' si::,ca:.: I::.F:.::id.:::el::ity'-::'-'Fl::. 8 __ ___:3c.:,9::.9:_9_='Be:::longs �he rarified group of refined, high resolution amplifiers 
cN:..:A:_D�M� on:..: it:: o� r�20=8

��
----I:.:I::.OO :__ �_ul� y_a _be_ e���a� m�pl� ifi_er�, b�u �t n�o�m�a �d �co�w�I ---------------------------

Rotel RB-970BX Mkll 225 Tested with RC970BX Mkll in Sessions (see preamp section) 
Rote! RB-980BX 475 Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid back and occasionally smeared �ound (tested with RC980BX) 
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POWER AMPLIFIERS (CONTINUED) 
'" 'If Pit. �Pit. �"'or. 0P-s-a IJ-£q se.fc. 1Ssa ,.£ '"}':;: ���::: �����o��,:�soc::;Purr�f1£t:�fl"'�;fl_,0£q 

. .. 
Sumo Polaris Ill 898 i Tested with A thena IlB. Big, natural and tidy sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments I I I I I 164 1305 145 
Thorens TTA2000 Tested with TIP2000 (see preamp section) in Sessions I I I I I 35 139 ts5o 
Woodside S TA35 1,323 Synergistic with SC26. with a cool. controlled sound. good focus and transparency. More poise than grunt (tested with SC26) lJ! I I Ts-,- 100 
YBA 3 Power 1,1991 Tested with £1250 3 Pre- see preamp section for comments I I i I ' 45 I 72 
Y8A 2 Power 12.150 Superbly finished, but with slightly softened bass (tested with YBA 2 Preamp) tl ' I l I 70 J 56 

I ! L I. L L �[ 62 Y8 A 1 Power 4,250 Well finished pre/power amp with front rank imaging and transparency (tested with YBA I Preamp) 

C 
abies are not accessories, but an integral part of a system. 

Inevitably some cables are better than others. The best cable 

for your system will only be found through trial and enror, but by 

combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up 

with something suitable. Generally speaking, budget to spend about ten 

per cent of the total system cost on cables. 

• Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and are 

traditionally roaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass. The prices 

shown are for a terminated linear metre. 

• Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect source components 

to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one-metre terminated pair. 

• Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices 

are per unterminated metre. Termination (plugs and soldering) costs vary 

with brands. 

ell Best buy � Recommended 

S'fMMETRICAL: A twistEd par r1 condoctllls. 
OOM.II., A central 'hot conductot: and a shield that carries the 
negalivesfJlal. 
SIIWftJED, Multiple strands with no inteMning insulation. 

CABLES 

SOUD CORE, single or mu�ple individual� insulated strands. 

COPPOt Material used for conductot: 
SILVER, Material used for conductor. 

DIG CABlf TYP£, 0 -optical digital, E • electrical digital. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

o:.A=ud= i.:.. o.:cNo::..:t.:..e.c.:AN"---"C ___ _..5:..:9-= .5=0--'N=eutral but lacking in subtle texture and unable to distinguish fine detail 
4 Audio Note AN-S 139 Up-beat and enthusiastic sound with satisfyingly deep and grumbly bass 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-R Choice in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

Audio Note AN-V � 15 individually insulated silver strands make up thll_l:iS�_ILC��Q_(Ij ��l!ll'..'����ca�bli_Eie '--------- ��!-----+�-1-...l-��--t 
Audioquest Turquoise 40 A fit and forget cable that sounds distinctly lazy 160 

Bandridge AL421 5 Light and airy sound lacks authority, splashy treble 1688 131 
Bandridge AL426G 10 Gold plated plug OFC version of AL421 with same innefectual sound quality 1688 131 
Bandridge SG AL4720 13 4N OF copper, full smooth balance but a little plodding and relentless, lacks panache 1688 \31 
Bandridge SG+ AL4820 4N OF copper, distinctly teutonic. thrusting detail forward but still plodding and relentless 1688 131 
Bandridge ProfiGold PG 301 A perfect cable for enlivening a system, but too cold for:,:m:,:: O :,::SI :..:s:I. y�ste:::, m::::s:._ __ ____________ ...;.._ .!..':�.::..�-! -=-...!..--- - -'�6� 0 

4 A first-class performer from tonal, dynamic and rhythmic standpoints 160 
4 ro=====.:...:..=.:...:c::..:...._c40::.....,-Dynamic cable with strong soundstaging and only a slight lack of detail ----:--

-,-
-------- -;--+::::.....;.:::__;. - -;-::......;;.......+-i---'1:.:6::..0 

:-==="'--------='68-____cA:::n::com::.:a:::lo:.:u::cs-"-treble with a dry but vaguely sibilant quality, sometimes sounds smooth, sometimes� 108 
99 Thin but very stiff with excellent resolution of subtle timbral detail and fine dynamics 108 

Connections Midas HD 39 l Canary yellow cable with excellent plugs and an open sound. Slight treble glare 160 
DNM TCC75 ,_J4 _ Price for 0.75m length. High resolutron cable, but best m short runs due to hrgher than average serres rmpedence 131 

1-D::.:P.:.A:..:S::.:Ii"'nk-'-----------'-41:....... Slightly bright and zingy sound with flat sound staging and hollow sounding bass, vocals and strings sound convincing though ..,...�;---:-- ;..=:...;-=:...+-...t- .,:.':.�.:.1:'..:31c._ 
D PA White Slink 75 Highly expressive, very easy on the e� attractively detailed though not entirel characterless a:.t "'hig.,_hc:f :.:re"'qu:.:e::.:nc::.:iec:.s ___ ,.-,--T-�-t-=--:-=:......;:._+-
DPA Black Slink 220 Initially dark and meaty but becoming lucid and transparent with running in. Quad geometry, Gore- lex dielectric 

20 Open and detailed presentatron, full bass and srlky rf over"IY:.:Sm::.:o�o.,th,_,l:.:re.:cbl::: e --------------+-i:-=-....;.:::.....c;-+=---!--+-=::=..=c. 

F== ----- --,-'-40,____::c.:.Even handed and generous sound, bass has a well rounded, bouncy quality 
60 A tad bright and undynamic, this cable is nevertheless a good all-rounder, whose faults are largely subtractive 
100 A cable with personality, its veiled and shut in quality brings an earthiness to . ...:v.:. oc::a.:.:ls.:a:.::nd:..:r::.:hytc h::.:m=gu::.: it:::ar.:a::: likc:.e _____ _;___,..=...-:--==--t--7'-__....:::--r-.;.:c.:::.:.....::::.... 

4 L��-�irolink ,1_ ------l-3:..:5'---t Price for 0.7m length. Dynamic but smoothly detiled perfomance, but gives the impression of looking down on :::lh:::e :.::mc:.us:: ic.__ __ ---f--7--l...::.--;.:::__;.--r--r:.:....::::.... 
131 
131 

4 LFD Spirotink 11 70 Price for 0.7m length. Strong and confident sound enhancing bass depth and subtlety, concentrates of nthe me :,::a :_:l o� f..::th:.:e..::m:.:u:::,sic-__.::..-r--;-.;..::......;:-=-...;......,,---+=�:.:.. 131 
131 LFD Trilink !50 Price for 0.7m length. Warm and luxurious sound but a little too fruity in balance, treble is a ::::litt.:cle:..:s:.:u�bd:.:u�ed�. �ba:.:s::_s d�e::::la:.:ch::::e:.:d_...,...:::_:_...;.._.!..':�=:...-:....---f-+-= �:.. 

4 Linn Phono to Phono 47 Encourages a delicate performance underpinned by a strong and authoritative bass 131 
4 Monster lnterlink 200 20' Colourfu�ling rather than contrived sense, bass is slightly over-blown, la::::rg� e:::: a::.: nd=ing� r�a l:.:ia.:ctin:J< g :.:so�u::,:nd�st�ag;:: e __ ....Cc-=-+-;.::::-+--:-:::�-.!.....--'��� 
4 ===-=== ::..::..... 30 Richer, smoother more civilised sound than 200 with improved articulation a..,n :.:d"Cre:.:d �ucc:.ed�s::ib

�
ilc:.an::::-c:::e -------- ;.::::-!---:-:::�--i--':�'--r---'��� 

131 
131 

,:.:.:.==-==�:..:... _ __,,....:c40� Compromised by a grainy top end, treble and vocal range sound particularly sharp and untid)l_ 
4 ,_5.!J_,. Sounds rather good, providing a livelier and more interesting account of music than most sub £100 cables 

Monster lnterlink 800 80 Not as bright or aggressive as the 400 but streble is trangely lumpy, muted and manipulated - odd cable 

1697 131 
108 

1697 131 
Monster lnterlink Reference 2 100 Easy on the ear but rather contrived, slightly clanky treble fails to integrate with the sm:::O::: O:..:Ih :_:er.:bc:.ut,_,s:!:plc:.od�gy!!....:::m:.: id:..:ba::n::.d ___ .!....,_!_...!...:=:_.!:._..!..:::_!_ __ .;::.::.:.__::..:.. 1697 131 

4 Moth Ley Line Black 100 Offers a full and big sound. neutral yet very solid and condifdent in delivery. Expansive imaging retains mus.:.:ic.:_'s,:e::neOC!rgy"-- --'c-=--;-- .;.::::...;--.;.:::=---,:-=--:------i::;::... 
c:M::.:o::..:t::..h .::.Le:.<.y..:L:::.in:.:.e..:G.:..:re"-y ___ ...:2:.:.0.:..0-+ Detailed enough but there's a sense of distance between the music and the listener, vox are course rather than liquid 

108 
108 

Nordost Black Knight 55 Flat black cable that is distinctive, but slightly coloured - but not in a wholly negative manne:...r ---------'-'=--!:..._-'--=-'--+=--+--....;.- 160 
4 Panasonic RP-CA910 50 Uncongested and even handed balance if slightly flat imagewise, retains impact but has a vaguexly untranspa.:., re:::.nt,_,q,.,ua:::l'-"ity'---i- .;..::.....C:-=--7--:�---:--i--7-_:.:"'-

Silvertone Ex-Static 35 Pleasantly unfatiguing and competitvely priced cable that lacks detail and insight 
108 
160 
160 4 Sonic Link Silver Pink 35 Dynamically sensrtive and muddle-free. Unsure about the flesh-coloured finish :::lhc:.ou,.gh::.:·.:.· '------------=--;--;...::...f._---f--t-:::__--' 

1699 131 Soniclink Black 49 _Encourages an upbeat and snappy sound that's driven by leading edges, full and rumbustious ba:.: s::: s.:.:mc:.ai:.:nt:.:ai:.:ns:: a::::n ::::e.:.ve::n.:.: le:: m::.tp:.:o�_Jr...........J.:::._.r.....-'<.::....c:_.�,.,:::.==:.. 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
... 

4 Tara Labs Prism 11 45 Very compatible cable that wins through with a naturally balanced and realistically dynamic sound. 6N purity copper 1699 131 
4 Tara Labs Prism 22 56 Delivers a fresh and detailed sound with clear and bright treble giving it a free, quick and dynamic character 1700 131 
4 Tara labs Quantum CD 75 Lack1ng in obvious vices, neutral and transparent, there's also a good solid bass. Vox are not always as intimate as possible 108 

Tara labs Prism 33 90 A pedestrian cable that sounds lively but muddled. Quite dynamic, quite rich, quite smooth but also quite indistinct 1700 131 
Transparent Audio Music Link 119 No aggressive nasties to tax the ears, neither does it sparkle with inspirational detail. Only suited to low output impedances 1701 131 
van den Hul The Storm 25 Price for 0.8m length. Rich and warm but bass is rolled off, however there's plenty of drive and high frequencies are clean 1701 131 

4 van den Hul Source HB 50 (Priced for 0.8m) Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness. Airy and well controlled 160 
van den Hul The First 210 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information but lacks dynamic punch 1702 131 I 

1102 rl31 van den Hul The Second 225 Wonderfully open and relaxing but also intimately detailed, slightly softens percussive dynam1cs 

I XLO Type 150 50 A restrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom, treble lacks clarity 1703 131 
4 XlO Type 0.1 180 Unusual but highly expressive and detailed with a hint of graininess on powerful vocals 1703 !31 

Digital Interconnects 
4 Audio Note AN-V 110 Ostensibly an analogue cable but gives a meaty and natural performance when used for digital duty :----+-:-=--+-r'---"--'----"1 � 4 Audioquest Video X 40 A decent level of detail, imparts a gentle lift from vocal to high treble that can sound a little_..,S.-:PI::.: as::.o hy,____ ______ _____: _ _.;;_.-::__,:_..;.__::_;---=-_:.._-,.__::___,;_17:.:0:.::5--;.;13:_:1_ 
4 Audioquest Video Z 60 The very best available, with an expressive sound, but generously priced 108 

IAudioquest Optilink Z 120 Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 108 
Audioquest 
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Bandridge Al4900G 40 Lacks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a little rough and ready 1705 131 
Chord Codac 32 A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 108 

4 Chord Prodac 50 Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz 1706 ,131 
DPA Opti-link 20 V ery similar to Bandridge AL560; sound is lacklustre 0 108 

4 DPA Digi-link 28 Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound E 108 
4 lxos 105 25 Extended but soft edged treble that's mercifully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weight, smooth vox E 1707 131 
4 Kimber Kable Opti-link 70 Hardly cheap for what appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet it sounds a little brighter and livelier than mos"-t __ _____: _ __;_,____: _ __;_,____::__;,__r:-0 __ __.:.:10:::8_ 
4 lFD Digilink Copper 30 Slightly grainy highly compatible cable with coherent and forward dynamic quality 1708 131 
4 Monster lnterlink LS100 45 Well constructed stepped-index fibre with polished ends and connectors. Lean, fuzzy, engaging performance 0 108 
4 Monster Datalink 100 45 Price for 0.5m. A colourful coaxial interconnect with an equally colourful and up-beat sound. Very compatible 108 

Moth leyline Datal ink � A �n. coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgivin.,_g :.:.chc:.a:.::ra.::.:ct.::.: er'-. T.::.: oo:_e::::xc.:pe'-'ns :::.iv:..:e _______ ----i'-+-=-:-=--
-

:---=-;,-:;----;---,_;:'--'----" 1.::.: 08:_ 
4 QED Digiflex 20 A top perforance, low-loss 75ohm coax with a very open, almost liqu1d quality 108 

Siltech HF- 6 ISO Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended, but bass is less well resolved - a treat for'-' h"'ig"' h -"e"'nd'-'s'"'ys=te:::: mc:::s _____ _,___---';..=--'-----''-=--'--'-=�--'---_:.:_:.::__==---
4 Soniclink Green _6 _0_Spacious, positive and engaging if a tad over crisp at times, very com_]lelling however -----------'----+:::_:---+-=---:-=:=---;----=-___::___.=:_;lc:.3:_ 1 _ 
4 van den Hul MC Videolink 75 48 An AV-cum-digital cable that nearly beats Q E � Digiflex. � emphasise."-s-"-si.::.:biccla--nt:.:. s__________ 108 
4 van den Hul The First 120 Exceptionally natural albeit slightly dark or cautious compared to some, plenty of subtle information and beautiful integration 1710 131 

Loudpeaker Cables 
Audio Note AN-D 

4 Audio Note AN-8 
4 Audio Note AN-l 

4.50 Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs Sounds rather grippy and forward 
16.50 Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical 
29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happy to accept its foibles 

4 Audio Note AN-SP 125 A calm and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity 109 
4 Audioquest F-14 1.95 Ideal for laying under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound -------------.-----'--'----'--=-"--='-'-"- _::_--=---=1=09 :__ 

Audioquest Type 4 4.95 Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion �creases capacitan:=:ce:.b:.: u,_ t :..::re.::st:..::rac::in=-s:cthc::.e.:::ca:::b=le-=' s-''b::::it:::.. e ' _ ____::.....C;--:-=--;--:-=--:--__.;_-��;.10:.:9c.c 
-�,_u_ di-.,. oq_,_ u,...e_st --'C::-oc-:ba_lt _ 2--,--__ _ 4.c5 _ _ A-'---rather polite and aneamic sound that bubbles gently with detail and is largely uncolourc_ed'--a_n-'-d-'-ca .... u-'-tio'-'u-'-sl"--y -"sp_ a'-cioccu_s ___ -'--:---:----:----:--'-t- 133 
_B __ a_ nd'---r .... id..,ge '-S'-F_l:...:Cc..l0'-' 7-'- 0 ___ 4.:c2Pc..__.-_cB:..::ac_si-'-- c f=igure 8 bellwire, lightweig_ll!_balance and a softness that dilutes even the stronge:.:.st:...:b:..::a.::ss ________ ----i'-"-+---c:-=--+----,:-=---7- ;.-_.;;c.c=-==---

4 Band ridge SF LC1259 I Fresh and open, bubbly and naturally colourful soundstage that's neither forced or =unc::= d= ul"-y .::.:ed"'gy"-. -"Tr.::.: eb:.:: le:..:i:.s :.:.sli, ghc.:tl"-y-"-m"'es:.:s'-y --::-:=--!---:--=:-:--r=:....:--,.--;::1 7_.-:1 :.3 _1:::3..:.3_ 
,_:B:.:a.::.nd:.: r.::id"'-ge:.H:.::i"'gh.::. fl:.:: ex'-l:.:C:.:2.::.:60:..:4_..:.3:=:.5 :.0 _Substantial 6mm' conductor produces weighty but ploddy music that lacks transparency 1714 133 

4 Bandridge lC7409 3.85 Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings 1800 157 
tcC:--ac-bl .-e_Ta._lk_4_._1 _____ 4.-"-2-'--5 --'s ___ m-'-ootli and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained !1800 157 

4 i DNM lSCB500 5.95 High impedance can influen�e the treble response, b!J!J.his was a winner on sound per pound. Si-wire 
4 DPA Black Sixteen 90 Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics �mply oodles of taut information 
4 Gale Xl315 2 A little lacking in detail but plenty of life and excellent value 
4 ja�e Xl1 60-2 2.50 Rhythmic and bouncy sounding bi-wire cable. Slightly manipulative sounding 

Heybrook Heywire This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy a�ven 
4 lxos 603 Big and expansive sounding cable, full and _!l[lgaging while retaining a high degree of neutrality 

lxos 604 Mid range is detailed and surprisingly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better 
1718 133 
1719 133 

Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 0181 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec,€-lectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, 

.. . the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

... in YOUR home 

MIT, Siltech, Symo, T ransparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others . 

Contact us by phone, tax, or letter and we '/I do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be subject to a handling charge) 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
·roduct Price(£) Comments ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Mission Quartet 7.90 Mixed, inoffensive sound, adds g 
Monster Cable XP 1.50 XP offers plenty ol slighlly soft b 

utteral resonance to vocals and could be generally more c :..:oc.che::.c. r::.c.en:.::t.-"B'-i- '-'wi"'re'-- ____ ---:;--;--:---;..c=-;-=--;-----"=-.::.::.::..._ 
ass and a slightly rounded treble, a relaxed cable w'-'ho:..:s:..e .::.inc::. dic::. sc"-re:.oti.:.con.:.:s_:ca:..::re...:.n.:.cot:..::b:..otc:he::.c.r :..:so"'m:..e _-'--:--=--:-.::_.;

----;-.::_-;---.-:..:..=-�'
1722 133 

Naim NACA 5 5.11 
Ortofon SPK100 3 --
Ortofon SPK300 8 
Puresonic 7845 !.95 
Puresonic 7 891 2.85 

Described as a 'dinosaur of a ea ble', this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Naim systems. But it works a treat in them 
ments of their natural richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too Grey sounding and strips instru 

Tremendously open and atmosph eric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too if slightly bright at times 
essy and bloated for its own good Big, weighty sound - but too m 

Chunky cable design, shame abo ut the sound quality 

1 723 133 
109 
133 
133 

1800 15 7 
1800 157 

QED Qudos EQ_ Despite high tech design and exc 
QED Profile 8 5 Sophisticated flat cable that lack 

ellent Air-Loc plugs, the music fa_ il_ed_t_o�ge_ l ___________ __ _ =-�-�-:---r---:--�-,-�-s decent bass and get up and go 
1800 157 
1800 15 7 

Soniclink AST50 1 .95 
Tara Labs Rectangular SCM 725 
Transparent Audio Musichord 11.42 
Transparent Audio Wave 22.84 
Tech +Link OFC79 l 
van den Hul The Clearwater 6 
van den Hul CS122 19 
van den Hul The Magnum 31 --
van den Hul The Wind 35 
van den Hul Revolution 64 -
XLO Pro Type 625 4 

T50 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced lt may look like bell-wire, but AS 
Price for terminated 2m pair. Dy namics are exquisite. luxurious smooth sound, brimming with unforced detail 

a bit of breathy exuberance and can sound slightly lackadaisical Sweet, open and refined treble, 
Very close to the sound of 'no ea ble', one of the very best. Slightly softens treble detail 
Bargain basement cable that sou nds cosy, but suffers from a wobbly bass 
Despite its evocative tille, the Cl earwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky sounding cable 
Smooth and articulate with supe rb focus and control, its sheer coherence makes it a winner (tested in Sessions) 

twinlead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned Touted as vdH's most prestigious 
'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bassi 
Silver plated OFC combined with 
Lively but natural and relaxed so 

carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble 
unding but a hint of congestion at frequency extremes 

Car1�idges _ : _ _- - _,; · . ' -. 
is necessary. Phono input equipped valve designs need a 

transformer to cope with MC cartridges. 

1800 157 
1725 133 
1728 133 
1728 133 
1800 157 

109 
!53 
109 

1726 133 
1726 133 

C 
artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving 

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most 

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and 

very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually 

have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better 

performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equipped with the 

necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage 

• Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic 

high output MM designs be�efit in overall balance from optimised 

amplifier capacitance loading. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

sensitivity io1nyl disc am�ifier inputs . copy of thereview. Ill:� magnet cartridge with a normal output suitable for all 

W?J1 disc amplifiier inputs. 
MC: M<M� coil cartlidge with a low output oo� sunable tor high 

REPLACEABLE SffiUS: Most MM cartridges have a stylus that 

can be removed and rep� 

OUTPUT (MY): Cartridge output in millhlolts. 

MASS (g):Cartlidge mass can affect arm choice. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The factsback reference for ordering a tax 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-fi Choice in which the ori�nal revew 

appeared. 

CARTRIDGES 
4 Arcam C77 30 A sensible moving magnet package w�h good bounce at a compet1t1ve pnce • • 4 0  48 

67 4 I'Ac;.r.:..:c a"-m'-C.:..:7c.;.7.:..:Mc:.G _____ 4.:.:0_ Punchy, w1th plenty of energy to liven thmgs up. The solid body IS well worth the extra £10 ___ - e I e 4.0 6 
4 1-'Ar=ca=m.:...E:::7..:.7.:..:M.::.G ____ __:6:.: 0_......::..0u::.::rc:.sa::.c.m"' p"'le...:.h:..ad::.a::....::.:di:..: sa"'ppo:..:oc:.inc;.tin""g'-'s-"tyc::lu= s, but gave a coherent, rich and laid back sound ____ ---;-1 •=--;-I _-:-' l e=-.,_4:.::.0:__...:6:_._ __ 4:::... 8 
4 !-'Arca=::.::m.:...P:..:7..:.7.:::M.::.G:-::-:-__ 73 Preferred to its cheaper partner thanks to a better tip. Channel balance poor _-,-

_________ I e I I e 4.0 48 
4 Audio Note lo IIV 1 ,395 One of the best, giving an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity. Needs a transformer I I el 0.1 I lOO A_. r=���----���'--'-�� 

I I ! q Audio Technica AT-95E � Clear and dynam1c, though nchly balanced e , e 2.8 48 
4 ��io Technica ART-1 944 This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well !..__! •-�4 +-9 __ -� 

Audioquest 404L 599 Slight harshness detracted from the pertormance of this otherwise clear-sounding and detailed cartridge f ! e ! . _ 0.5 6 84 
91 Audioquest 7000NSX � Stunning stereo imaging and detail spoiled by poor tracking and high sensitivity to arms I I e t 0.4 6 

4 Denon DlllO 70 A fine all-rounder, this high output MC model is likely to pertorm well J l e r 1.0 6 48 
I-'D:..: e.::. no::.c. n:..:D:..::L:..l6.:..: 0:__ ___ _ ,.....:9..:.0

__
,._A_It'-ho.:..: u_,_ gh_ l...: is.:..: te _ne'- rs=just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still 'thoroughly competent' f le.;-1 �-"0-" .l-...:.6_ ----'4-'-3 

Denon Dl103 __ lOQ_ Good pertormance in bass and good 'life' is serio� down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle setail _ I:..__:,-:� •'---I - .:..:0.:..1 __ .::....6 ___ l� 
4 Denon Ol304 200 Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly. Top notch a�ogether and a top notch bargain too I r e 

Dynavector Karat 1702 mk2 449 Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed�usically cogent __ I I e 
4 Dynavector XX-IL 998 Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm I I e 

0.15 5.3 
0.25 12 
2.0 12 A P'-"'""-'---------G_ o_od_._,_bu_ t_n _ot_im_m_ e_nsely competitive at the price. and not helped by comparison with the low output version. I I e 1 

q A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently, based on Nagaoka MM4 body I e I l e 5.0 7 

103 
158 
84 
84 
67 

4 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency colouration apparent I • ! r • 6.5 7 85 
4 As with 1012, a touch harsh: detail and transient purity improved I e i I e �-7- _!5_ 
4 Not�ost subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative f I el 0.5 84 

91 s===="----�
-:-:-:

-
-,
N_o_t _te _rri_bl._y _s_u_b _tle-'-, _and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively though I e ! I e 6.5 6 
The basics are right, and it will cheertully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness I I e I 0.5 8 103 

4 R1ch soundmg w1th an unusually refmed top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge ! •1 _ � _£_� � 
4 Not as crisply focussed as the othe Linn magnetics, but the K5 is smoother 1•1.1• 4.5 6 67 
4 t-===------�...::.:.=--......::..U ccnn.:..:iccm..cpr.:cov:..:ed this model by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus__ ___ re ne 4.5 5 � 

F=:.::....:=:::..:::.::..=:.::.:..-��:-_cNo:.:.w:..:m.:..:a: :.n .:..:uf .:..:ac:.otu:cre:. :d :..:uc:.nd:.:e.:...r "'th"-"e London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconclastic as ever. __ I e ! I 5.0 6 67 
Immediate and detailed. but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on _re...: c_or_ds_______ � I 5.0 6 84 

4 "-"'"'"-"-'-�----�-�-Su_._p_ er_bl._ y _ca-'- p _ab_le_ a_ll _-ro_u _nd_m _us _ic _al_._p _ert_ o _rm_ e_r _th _at _ i _m,_pr _ov_e _s _m _ar_ ke _d_,_ly _w _he_n _it _s _bo_d._y _co _ve_r _is _ r.::.em_ o_v.:...ed _________ __,l�-"-( te_ ,-"--l ��0'-.3'--"l - 15!_ 
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CARTRIDGES (CONTINUED) 

1,069 A stable tracker, and one of the finest cartndges we've heard 4 lyra Clavis Oa Capo 4 Milltek Aurora � An overall feeling of relaxed ease characterised this clear and atmospheric Kiseki-bui lt cartridge 
4 Ortofon 510/P 4 Ortofon 520/P 
4 Ortofon MC10 Super 4 Ortofon MC3 Turbo 
4 Ortofon MC15 Super 11 

Ortofon MC25E 

32 For the price, a good blend of virtues - weight. clarity and neutrality 
55 Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound 
85 'What a delightfully sweet-soundmg cartridge this is ... .' we said 

110 The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle- take it as it comes. 
110 A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and clos up 
160 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable 
210 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP Ortofon MC25Fl 

Ortofon MC30 Supreme 4 Ortofon MC300011 
Ortofon MC5000 

450 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vo cal recordings 
950 A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best 

1,500 Limited tracking abiity, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 
Rega Bias 34 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refin 41 Rega Elys 74 Clearly superior to the Bias, the_ilrs is both more detailed, accurate and convincing 41 Roksan Corus Black 130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but more civilised and smoother 4 van den Hul MM-1 250 If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through 

ed sound 

van den Hul DOT 699 Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral bala�re appealing but rhythmically the D DT-11 is a bit lazy 
41van den Hul MC-10 799 A neutral, balanced performer gives, fine depth and focus and a fi�. extended bass 4 van den Hul M C-One 999 This extended all the positive qualities of the '10, but added greater authonty and sea le - worth all the extra money 4 ;.:vc=a::..n .=cde:::nc.:H ::u::.,l M::.:C.:._-.:.:Tw::.:o'---,---'1'-", 3'-'4"-9 _:M::.:C:._-.:.:Tw:.:o.:.:re:::w:-::a:. :rd.:._ s .:.:w: .::ith:..:a:..:highly deailed yet fluid and musically covincing portrayal. 4 van den Hul G' hopper IIIGLA 2,999 Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, ene rgy and finesse 4 Wilson benesch Matrix 689 Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythm� y assertive 

-
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7 143 
0.1 299 
5 85 
5 6 

0.3 -7 , -48 
33 4

K 035 7 103 
0.5 lll 139 
0.5 ll 139 
0.5 10.7 158 

0 .12 10 84 
0.12 10 91 

5 4 67 
5.0 -�--67� 
6.5 5 91 
5.5 6 103 

035 7.6 158 
0.4 6 60 
0.4 6 60 
0.4 6 72 
0.4 6 122 

0.58 6 158 

T
he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and 

ubiqu�ous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, 
but they all use it. 

sequentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually implies some 

mechanical compromise. The sort of facilities that are useful include tape 

monitor switching and Dolby S. 
There should be no problems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal 

amplifier, but some care needs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a 

specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, but many decks 

have manual bias adjustment and some match up to the tape automatically.) 

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes 

� Best buy ;4 Recommended 

DOl.8Y C: A rather extreme n�se reduction system not usual� 

associated with high sound quality. 

DOl.8Y S: A desirab� derivati"" of the Dolby SR professiollal 

noise roductionsystem. 

DOI.8Y HX PRO: System designed by 8&0 to extend headroom 

CASSETTE DECKS 

foccassett.recoflling 
3-HElll: H you want to monitor a rocording whilst yoo am 

making �a third head is essential. 

!WIN DECK: Coo!J!ins two d<cks for dubling and continoous 

play, in roost instances on� one deck will record. 

AUTOREV£RSE: Automatical� �ays lxrth sides of the casseUe. 

AUTO CAUBRATIOH: The deck will aulomalical� set up bias and 

EO for any !J!pe. 

ADJUSTABLE BIAS: Bias can be manual� set to surt the !J!pe 

oong used. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback refemnce for ordenng a tax 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to fmd the Factsback 

information page 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Oloice in which the ori�nal review 

appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments -., -., -., -., -., -., -., -., -., -., 
4 Aiwa AO-F450 120 
4 Aiwa AO-WX7 27 170 

Basic but well designed budget deck, astonishing value; only the poor metering gives the game away 
High class twin for those who want bells, whistles - and music 

4 llenon llRM-550 160 There are some technical limttatmns, but this remains a fine sounding deck, and excellent value 
4 llenon ORS-640 200 Drawer loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well adjusted sound 

Oenon llRM-740 270 Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment offers good, if somewhat detache_ d _ so_ n_ ic_s __ ____ r'--::----�-=-----'-:--�-t 
llenon llRS-810 310 Drawer loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition 

,.:G:::.r::::un =d-"'ig'-'C:..:C.:..F3 =-------2=-=0c:.O _...:S:.::im"'p:.: :le"-, ::::se:.::n::csib=le=-a=nc:.d.:.:wc:.el'-'1 b:..:ucciltc.:tw:.::in, but lack of pitch stability compromises performance=---------;....::-,____:....:::._.:_-J;...:::._ =__. 
Harman/Kardon TD420 280 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well conceived, minimum features design ---c----c---c--c------,--+--:-::--,--t---:-c:-c:----:-::------::-:-

4 JVC TO-R472 200 Excellent auto-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual disadvantages and is very sharply priced 4 JVC TD-V562BK 220 Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly opaqu:-:e ________ �'-:---7-=--:-:'---7-�--7--ic--::--+--,-,-,.--i-= 
� l

KVeCnwT oDo- Vd6 KX
62

_B5
K
060S 

270 Assured, clean and agile sounding recorder, if not qurte the most refined in its class. ----- ----:----'---:--t'-'-:---t-----+--,:--'--7-'---;:--'.,--"'-:-
C<t - 235 Well engineered transport and Dol by S star in this refined and detailed design 4 Kenwood KX-7060S 329 Although slightly dull sounding with prerecorded tapes, this is a well equipped and fine sounding deck 

luxman K-322 140 Gives best value results with lower bias tapes, helped by a successful Dol by C install."'at"'io.:..n _______ -;...:=--7---:-=----:----!c--=---:----.--7--=-="--':__:_:_ 
,.:l=u= xm:c: a:.::n...:.K:.c-3:c.7c:.3 ______ 3:.:5c:.O -,--.. .:D:.:e.:..:cent performance, but a little costly. Includes microphone inputs 

Marantz S0-53 200 Modestly equipped player is short-changed by a rough transport, and dull prerecorded quality 
f'M:::a:cra::n:= tz:..:S:..:0:...-6:..:3c_ ____ _:2:..:7.::0+---'P..:oo:..:r-"p=itc:..:h..:S:: :ta.::bi:.::lity:!....:::.is ..:a.:. :m::: a,_.jo.:..r S:.::n"'ag in an otherwise nondescript design 
"'N...,A.,.. D...,6_ 02:--_______ 1....;9...:.9 __ M_i _ni_m.:...al...:.ist'-'d'-'ec.:...k_ fo.:... r...:.th....:e audiop� market. Unfortunately engineering is minimalist too 

-
--------;...:=---:--:---=----:----;._:._7--7-i-'--+---'-"'--

NAD 613 230 Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor n� 
NAD 616 320 Double deck whose music sounded shut in and prosaic, as though its energy content had bee.n ironed flat 4 Onkyo K-611 430 Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport. 

500 High class mechanism. if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound 
300 Mild setting-up problems notwithstanding, this UK-tweaked design has a smooth, open and un-cassette-like sound 
300 T hin-film head gives a solid, almost CD-Iike bass and midrange. A clear advance in the state-of-the-art 

4 Pioneer CT-S830S 4 Sony TC-K E600S 
4 'Technics RS-AZ7 4 Yamaha KX-490 
4 Yamaha KX-580 

199 Electrifyingly transparent and capable deck, whos only flaw is a trace of audiable wow...:.a_nd'--f-'lu-"tt'-er ____ _ +"---+--i,_:._-+-t---:----:--=---;;.c='--1---,;.=. 
250 Stable and clean_,_ if bright. Play Trim helps wake up recalcitrant recordings 
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inexpensive feature remote control. Most CD players can be 

upgraded by adding an outboard DAC (see below). To do this 

the player needs a digital output of either electrical or optical 

persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. 

A CD player can be split into two basic components: the disc drive or 

transport, and a device which tums the digital bitstream coming off the disc 

into an analogue audio signal. T his is called a digital to analogue convertor, 

or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single box, expensive 

players are usually two-box affairs. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

EI.ECIRICAI. DIGITAL OUIPIIT: for elecl!ical romleCiioo tn an 

rulboald ll4C. 
AES/EIIU rue DIG OUIPIIT: Balanced digital ootput tn be used 
wilh similarly equipped ll4Cs. 
OPIICM. DIGIIALOIJII'In for� Oll1llldiJn tn an oul!md 
ll4C. 

CD PLAYERS 

AT&T OPT DIG OUTPUT: High speed optical output to be 

used w�h similarly eQuipped D ACs. 

BAL ANALOGUE OUTPUT: Balanced analogue output for 

amplifiers eQuipped with balanced inputs. 

HEAOPHONE SOCKET: for can users. 

VARIABLE OUTPUT: Remotely adjustable volume controlled 

output. 

MULTI-DISC: EQuipped with a carousel or multi-tray sys

tem for continuous play of multiple discs. 

DAC TYPE: Digital to analogue convertor: BS- Phi lips 

Bitstream, MB - mu�ibit, Hyb - hybrid of mu�ibit and bit

stream technologies, IM- sin�e bit types such as MASH. 

bitstream,PWMetc 

fACTSBACK NUMBER: The factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-fi Choice in which the original revew 

appeared. 

roduct Price(£) eo , , , , , , , , , , , 

4 AMC C06 
!Arcam Delta 270 
Audio Innovations Alto 

4 Cambridge Audio CD4 
4 

349 Based on Ro�CD-965BX, but has a raunchier, beefier but less transparent sound 
800 Dry, tightly-focussed sound will either beguile or aggravate, depending on taste I 
399 Refreshing piece of audio sculpture belies inconsistent audio behaviour 

� Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em sound quality. 
300 A sharp, lively and articulate player, a real thoroughbred m fact, perhaps too sharp and lively for some systems 
200 · DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear 

- .__, 
4 :=.::=�,:...:=-:.:.:-----r-=2-:-40'-4 Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thingl 
4 �on DCD-10�5 350 Excellent, middle range player - fast, fluid _an_d _le_a _n _____ _ 

r-O..:.u_ai_C:...D_1_ 00_0_R_ S_,-__ t--1_ 7_0� Old fashioned sound and appearance, though well suited to light classical music 
Eclipse CD101a 80 If you want to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as good a place to start a� 

4 Goodmans Delta 700 110 A 16-bit alternative to the CD65011 that furnishes a colourful and animated sound 
250 Player of integrity, but can sound a tad hard and rough when extended, and is somewhat amplifier fussy __ 

,..... 349- Needs a touch of Oxy:_l_Q_t_o clean up its_c.,.om.,.p._le_x_ io_n ______ _ 

400
-

Glorious sounding player, if slightly inconsistent 
550 Crisply styled, well equipped and slick, sound quality is fast and assured, if slightly 'obvi� 
800 This flagship implementation of RLS sounds impressively bold and dynamic 
140 Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound 
250 Strong resolviJltPower and good midband and dynamics, but slightly raw and thin 

3oO Even handed._bJJ! glosses over the most intimate moments 
170 Bold, dynamic and outgomg sound, though somewhat aggressive. Poor bu1ld quality and f1n1sh 

-�3'-'8..:.0_ Fleet-footed, but will appear bright in lightweight systems 
_9,900 Forthright, edge of the seat sound with outstanding bass performance (tested in Statements) 

875 Useful multiroom features matched to strong bass, but poor imagery�ransparency 
200 _, Well bred player sounds smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring. 

4 !Oc.::==-.=---=-:-------:200 Looks identical to CD-63, but internal costs are cut, exposing a slightly ragged performer __ 

r::-:---::-:::-=
------::2
-c
70::-' Dynamic. authoritative, and wide tonal response, but also shut-in and mid-forward balance 

4 _M_a_rantz �0-!_7 ___ _,__8_oo _ _ Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round performer: smooth, detailed and consistent 
Meridia_ n_5_ 0_6 _ ..._195 Crisp, clean and detailed player now seems a little flat and mechanical: a dated balance 
,;:M :;:e::.:ri� di:= a:.:.n.:.50=c8=:-:-,,-----':'1,6-:=8:=54 Excellent partner for Meridian digital systems, and one of the best neo-high end systems (tested in system) 
_l!cromega Minium 350 Dynamically weak and some roughness offsets the pleasing tonal balance, articulate mid�strong bass 
Mission DAD7 900 Pleasant but not particularly exciting, but this remains a classy, sharply etched performer 
!4_usical Fi�lity_FCD 1,499 Remarkably coherent and three-dimensional performer, and an inspiring piece of audiophilia 
iNAD 512 250 Simple, well focused presentation. and articulate with it, though hard nosed quality is not everyone's cup of tea 

4 NAD 514 370 Boisterous sound, but undeniably attrac _tiv_e ____ _ 

4 -------- 978 The idiosyncratically packaged CD3 is solid and highly articulate. Always has its feet on the ground though 
----'---! -- -- -

4 Entry level Music-Bank player has plenty of dynamics and detail but little stereo depth 
4 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring 

Strongly flavoured, assertive sound 
500 Excellent information retrieval and convincing with a wide range of music. HF could be more natural though 

""549 � Articulate and solid performer, w1th a Simple, purposeful; Interface and attractive pncing 
-r-- -- ----- --130 Surpnsmgly well sorted, articulate if slightly lossy and attractively presented sound. Capt1ve s1gnal lead 

------ --- --

124 
124 

1635 !51 
Hyb 1268 147 
BS 159 

�M.B 1269 147 
MB 1531 137 
MB 1599 141 

�s 1562 139 
MB 144 
MB 128 
!bit !59 
MB 1600 141 
MB 1636 151 
MB 1761 155 
MB 124 

147 
159 
151 
!59 

Hyb 1762 155 
BS 1272 147 
BS 1565 139 

I bit !59 
BS 1763 155 

Hyb 1764 155 
os 140 

� 
145 

BS 1051 131 
!59 

1639 151 
MB 1765 155 
MB 1074 132 

--------

BS 1273 147 

!59 
�:..:.:=:....:.::...:...:..:.. ____ .._.:lc..7.:..0 _._O::cn:.:e..:oc...f socec.. ve:.:. ra .:_I_P..:.hic:olipc:..: s_,pc:la'"- ye::...r.:..s .::.us:.cin"'g'-'h"-'ybrid DAC technologies. Still sounds insufferably boring, however ---�-=- ;.----;.....:..-;..-+--;.;:;. :--�-=..;::.: 
Pioneer PD-204 

I
PioR;eri>D:s904 -

4 Quad 77 
4 Quad 67 

1 50 Generally easy on the ear, but can bite back, especially with complex high frequency music content. Well endowed 
400 Too much legato - literally - in sound, but a very smooth performer __ 

850 This player knows how to sing. Pity the control system is so buggy. 
875 Powerful, flu1d and capt1vatmg sound remm1scent of Meridian's 206 

�ea change in transport and DAC technology lies behind this untidy-sounding and irritating player 

_849_Bright and superficially detailed, this deck can sound coarse and inarticulate 

1':----:-:-:-----.-1-:- 8-c-
0 -,-Easy on the ear, smooth sounding player, with limits set by the slightly soft, compressed quality - and messy facia 

!50 Bantamweight it capable and resolute machine with no serious shortcomings at the price 
4 160 . .., Fine all-rounder. and a good match for m1ddle rankmg systems. Jog dial works w1ll, but d1splay IS messy 
4 250 Tarted up CDP-561E with less widgets and a slightly overcooked but nonetheless fine performance 
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CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 
. .. 

4 Sony CDP·XE900E 300 R�ed and analytical disc scavenging tool, but there are some distinctive colourations making auditioning vital -t--•'---r-•-;:_!'--t--f--I -.---->--=B:.::S-11f----!C::1-=-=-5 9 
4 Sony CDP-XA2ES 400 Strong-willed, heavyweight sound; not for the feint-hearted ___ __ e I e I e I BS 1642 151 

J.'.Te::.:a..:c..:C�D-..:Pc:.32::.:0.: 0 ____ _:1:.:50'---"A'-'p'-'-rimc:i::.:tiv:.::. e looking CD player, housing 16-bit electronics delivering an equally primitive and uninspiring sound. e I e I e I MB 1277 147 
Teac CD-5 350 Bright, breezy and up-beat - but short in the trouser department e ' e I e I p BS 1643 151 
Teac VRDS-7 599 Although bold and outgoing, this player can sound both intrusive yet lacking fine detail ! • I e I I I BS 1769 155 
Teac VRDS-10 _l7Q_ A basic analogue stage compromises performan�. lacks bass energy j'e I e I I BS 119 
Technics SL-PG480A _14_ 0_ Full driving sound, but somewhat uneven in ba�ce with a unsubtle, slightly harsh top end'-----,------:-c---;-l __ __,._i--l -:-.,-:f;-:'•=-:--.cl::.:b::.:it +,.=-r-15:.:9 
Technics SL-PS770A , 250 A mellow sounding player that n�ver quite rouses from its slumber to really tackle the music at hand e I e ! I e I BS 1278 147 
iT2 ho,�r:::.:en::s..:T_C:;D::...-=:20:.:0_:_0 ___ ___.-9:.:_DD:___.l:-:ac:::k:.:s :-::midband separation and clarity and is short on dynamics but looks great (tested in Sessions) e I e I t ! BS 1729 155 
!Thufe CDIOO 849 A little muddled via single ended output, but the sou� comes alive when balanced conne..:ct'-' io-'-ns'-a'-re'--'-'us..:ed'-----:--•'--�1 -.- •'--lf---i-l •c...:--:-f ---!---f--I BS-'-t-"'17-'-7-'- 0r=-'15--'- 5 
��chord Genesis 549 Modified Pioneer PD-S504 that's a bit like a Williams Renualt Clio- astonishing at the price (tested=in..:S::ces..:si"-on...:s.:..) -t-•=--t-1 -t-•=--:----t-! --1�•=--:-= 1 •-+---=-BS=-t-:.:17..:5�3-;.;:.:15..: 5 
Yamaha CDX-490 170 1 Big, blowsy sound, is undermined by lack of precision and focus I e I e I • � bit 159 

. ' ... 
4 Arcam Delta 250 750 Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on Phi lips CDM9 transport Specification in_c _lu-'-de'-s-'-Sy,_ n..:c _lo __ c_k _fa _ci _lity,__ _•--:-! ___,,_•_-:-1 __ •_---=-+-l _--'-1_49_ 1+1_30 

Audiomeca Kreatura SE �50 Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir :.:DA-"'C-'i"-n :.:Se..:ss=-io'-n"-s) _______ -t-=•'--i-l_io-=•-1 --i-1 ___. __ ---!-_LM--'-B=-.---+=-14"- 1 
4 Audiomeca Mephisto 2,100 Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound e li---i--'•=--!--+--� �---l-+-'!-+1:..:3.::20'-f-1 :.:4.:. 4 

r:Lc.cinc.cn..:Ka=n-"· k'-------'-'1,:.:75:.:0_:B:: ca=se-=-d .:::onc.:early linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing ej_ ..-=•'-:-t-1 --i--t--j +---;!:....+1:.:3=23.__.1:.:..: 44 
Meridian 500 1,245J Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin, brash and unCIJ_mfortable _ le I e ! I I 1103 133 
,_M.,.is..,.s-::io.,.n _ D_is_cm..,a_ s_te _r __ -t-"1''-'50"'0+-'-I Powerful performance - large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Dacmaster) --7--=•'---.-l -l--+--l--l--:--'·'-:-l -r---l',---,-:1c:. 10=-4-,-:1-=-=-33 
��f!k-�riangle Cardinal 875_! Sound quality is warm but over-polished compared to PT Ordinal (tested with DaCapo and DC PSU) e I I I • 1324 i 144 

4 PS Audio Lambda 2,250 With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail e I e e I i f 110 6 1133 
Teac VRDS·Tl 550 Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with D-Tll e I e I I I I i I - 1325 144 

4 Teac P-700 900 Tested w1th D-700, low resolution sound is warm, bubbly and entertaining e I e I I I 120 
Teac P-2S 4,000 The latest version of Teac's luxury P-2 transport sounds as over-engineered as it lo()ks e ! e J I I - 1493 130 

�Theta Data Basic 11 2,298 Uses a Philips CDM-9 Pro mechanism a works a treat with more lively DA� I • I i I I -!1494 j130 
[Wadia 8 3,195 Budget version of Teac's VRDS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer I • I• I e 1 • I I I I I 1495 130 

DACS 
Arcam Black Box 500 750 Sophisticated unit with Sync Lock and discrete DAC. Early samples sounded grubby and res-'-tr.:..ai_ne.:.d _____ i---+-+--r--+--i-+---:--�.:....;.=,;;_;.:.:13"'6 

4 Audio Alchemy DAC-in-a-Box 230 This giveaway DAC may still rescue lhe oldest of players from obsolescence 127 
Audio Note DACI � Oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer 127 
Audiolab 8000DAC 800 Just as smooth and refined as its predecessor yet, sadly, still manages to obscure the passion or fire of music 127 
Audiomeca Elixir 745 DAC was tested with Kreatura SE- see below 141 

-::-,-------�--------------------------------�� tambridge Audio DACMagic 2 200 Superb value DAC that makes the jump from good__to_outstanding if balanced outputs are used (tested in Sessions) 
DPA PDM256 �95 Highly advanced, with adjustable dither. but the different settings only lead to compromise 
Lion Numerik I ,400 A new 20 bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a tad dry and humourless. 

4 Meridian 563 795 Warmer but no less detailed than the earlier 200-series, the 563 flies with a top rate t .r.:: a:.::nS:.:P::.:Ort '-----,- ---+----1r--:-- -+--7-t--+---1r---''-"+• 
r;M::.:i::ss:::io::.:n..:D_:_ ac:.:m::.:a::st=e'-r. ___ ,:.,1,::5 0::0_,_ Powerful performance - large and beefy without sounding fierce or aggressive (price includes Discmaster) 

4 'Pink Triangle Ordinal 925 The cheapest dual-differential DAC7 converter available offers top-flight sound quality 
Pink Triangle DaCapo 1,765 With Cardinal and DC PSU, the DaCapo is best with its 22bit option. lt is warm but over-polished 
Pink Triangle DC Supply 1,750 Battery power supply for Cardinal and DaCap� 

4 PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 2,590 With lambda transport, the sound posl . _tiv--'e_,_ ly-'-s'-pa.,.rk_le'-'-s _w.c ith'-'-'co--'lo-'-ur_a_nd'-'-'-re""so'-na'-n-'-t -'-de'-'-ta'-il ________ -r--:----,r--:--:--:-----,r--

133 
136 
144 
144 

PS Audio Rei Link 4,550 Consolidates reputation of PS Audio for_h_,ig._h-'-p _erf_o _rm_a _nc'-- e_d_,ig'-ita_l-'-el-'- ec-'-tr _on_ic..:s ____ ________ -:---:---+---:---:--;:--;---;---;--=--..::.::c.: 4 QED Digit Plus 139 Bearing in mind its expensive but very forgiving performance, the Digit is almost embarrassmgly cheap 113 
Teac D-Tl 500 Teamed with VRDS-Tl for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed. 144 

4 1Teac 0-700 600 With P-700, the D-700 may lack the resolution. but is bubbly and entertaining ----+-:----t--+-l -+----i--i----c=�-,--,-+-120 
4 �ord Pulsar Series One 1,395 Richly detailed and honest sound from a very�ap�le_ a_nd_ n_ a_ tu_ ra_ I _DA_ C_. _Sw_ it_c _ha_b_le- '-p _ha_se� , _dl_th_er_ e_tc ____ -:---:---,--:--i---:-----,r--t----'-'--'-=+14-'-'- 4 
4 �side DAC2 509 Sharp, dynamic sound is captivating for its _la_ ck_ o_f"gr_ ai_ n _ a _nd_ '_tiz_z ' _____________ ___,:----+-7--i:---+---t--i---t--...:.:.:___-+1:.:0:. 1 �oodside DACI _909 Fine but slightly dated and costly package in performance terms - but flexible, musical and well built 87 

D
igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have 

yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market. At 

present there are four types to choose from. DAT (digital audio 

tape), MD (Mini Disc), and DCC (digital compact cassette) and CD-R (CD 

Recordable). DCC is backwards compatible inasmuch as the machines 

can play regular audio cassette. MD's claim to fame is its optical disc 

format, which offers instant track access and can't be worn out like a 

tape. DAT has been on the marl<et for quite some time now, but has never 

really 'made ir as a consumer medium due to the dearth of pre-recorded 

material. However it has begun- to carve itself a niche in the top end of 

the market, replacing reel-to-reel as the audiophile's tape based medium. 

Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's PD-R05 machine 

attempting to set a trend. 

� Best buy 4 Recommended 

fORMAT, Type of recorder, see above for descriptions. 
DIC T'll'llliifaiiD a� """-"!tor, BS- Phi6ps Bils1ream, 
MB-mullibitH)I>-h)txidofmullibitandbitstream �. 
lbit-singlebittypessucllasMASH, bitstream, FWMelt 

ADC T'IPl Anaq;ue ID di!jtal convertor lyJ>ls as per [liCs. 
PORTABIL Can be run off batteries but not necessan� pe!SO!l31 
stereosil!l. 
OPTICAI.INIOUTPUlS• Digjlal socke!Jy for optical cable. 

EUCIRICAliiWUIPUTS• Oi!jtal socke!Jy for electrical cab�. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

t=P..::h= ili"'ps:...::.DC:.:C:::l:.:70'-----+:25=0:.:-,-c--=:Go ::o::.d sound quality for a portable that records as well, beating competition from MD in its group 
Philips _D_!:C951 280 Offering 18-bit record and replay this does an impressive job in many ways but PASC is still a limitation 

J>ioneer 0-05 800 Second generation 96kHz OAT recorder can offer startling realism with the right software - ie first generation 

Hl-FJ CHOICE 

BACK ISSUE. The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in whiCh the ori�nal 

re<,;ew appeared. 
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._ DIGITAL RECORDERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments • • • • • • • • 
Pioneer 0-07 
Pioneer PDR-05 ------
Pioneer D-CBB 
!sharp MD-Mll 
Sony MDA-JA3ES 

� 
1,30Q__ 

� 
2,00!_ 

450 

800 

96kHz double sampling mode gives this deck a sense of naturalness missing from most OAT recorders 

CD recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 62 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality 

State of the art portable 96kHz OAT recorder, the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra country on the cheap 

Slick MD personal with recording capabilities and rapid track access but less stunning sound quality 

Full width MD recorder that makes a decent job of recordings but is less impressive with pre-recorded material 

OAT BS 

CD-R BS 

OAT BS 

MD BS 
MD . BS 

BS 

BS 

,BS : e 
BS • 
BS 

• 1089 133 

I• 1652 152 

• 1431 150 

� · 
' 
139 

l.• ,1216 152 

T 
here are a variety of different approaches to headphone 

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic 

drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models 

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back 

designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly 

open sound , but one can also hear extemal noise, of course. Closed-back 

designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to block out noise. 

There are three styles of head phone: circumaural models enclose the 

ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer 

ear; and intra-aurals (in-ear) rest inside the ear itse�. a la personal stereos. 

For best results a separate headphone amplifier is recommended. 

� Best Buy � Recommended 

IYPE: Operating principle 0- dynamic, E -electrostatic. 
SIJPIIA.,IURAL:Stylewt-oreallatpadpressesootl-eou!Erear 
CIRCIIMAIIRAl: Style whicfl encloses H-e ear. 
OPEN BACK: Off"" an open soond but klts in noise 

HEADPHONES 

ClOSID BACK: t<.eps oot external noise. 

WEIGHT (G): Mass in grams 

IMP£DoiHCE (flL loa1 df..OO ID H-e l'ead!im! ampilioc TOO 
li!;lertl-e inpedancetl-e kxxllrtl-e sr.ml for a"""" amplifur oulj>Jl 

3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR, Can be used with mini-jack-equipped 

components soch as pe<sonal stereos. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The facts back reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the factsback information page 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-fi Ch01ce in which the 

original review appeared. 

Product Proce(£) Comments • • • • • • • • • • 
� AKG K240 Monitor 
� AKG KlOOO -.-
� AiJdiOfecl;;.ica AT�IOPRO 

.'!!Y�P!_!_I!!>_ 
Beyer DT311 

4 Beyer OTE_l 
Beyer OT411 

4 Beye r 01531 
4 �r0_!� 

Denon AH-0550 
Grado SR-80 

4 Jecklin Float Model! 
� Jecklin Float Model 2 

JVC HA-0910 
Kenwood KH-1000 
Maxell HP-3000 ---

4 �SE-400o 

82 Something of a classic, these AKGs are very user-friendly in all respects; soAically on the warm side of normal 

6� One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs 

80
_ 

The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones 

152 Rugged, modular professional design, but bass is woolly and treble lacks detail 

49 Uncharacteristically tigllt, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered ' phon:.:.e _____ _ 

82 Tonally bright and deficient in bass, but exceptionally comfortable, articulate, detarled and refmed 

69
_ 

A reasonable but not very thrilling head phone that doesn't really offer enough at the price. 

12� A good buy for serious, heavy-duty music making 

2� Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are very subtle and fine, if expensive cans 

80 _ A competant 'phone with integrity, but little panache or charisma. Hard headband causes brain strain 

110 Clear, open and dynamic with pedantically open mid-band. Crude physical design, rough frequency extremes 

75 Whilst very unusual in appearance, the Floats grve remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price -
9
-
9

-
Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in long term, despite lack of adjustment--

65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations 

20 
_

First step up from a true mini, a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 

_ 3Q_ Solid, smooth sounding supra-aural headphone, but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls 

37 Acceptable, if unexciting all-rounder, this supra-aural phone has good long-term comfort levels 

BEST BUY VIVANCO - THE NAME BEHIND THE BEST BUYS 

"it sounds open and 
warmth and graciousness denied 
most of its competitors" 
HI·Fi Choice 
August 1994 
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"An excellent buy" 
WHAT HI•FI 
December 1993 

I'.'Jif.)I?!IU) 
SR 250 "All round giant-killer" 

Hi·Fi Choice 
***** 

IR 7600 

"Clear sound; controlled 
bass; comfortable cordless" 
WHAT Hr·FI 
June 1995 

March 1995 

"A real bargain and an 
obvious Best Buy to boot" 
Hi·Fi Choice 
March 1995 

63 

99 

55 

157 

133 

157 

111 

....:..;..'-1'---f--------'-144 
111 

157 

157 

55 
63 

121 

121 

133 
133 
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HEADPHONES (CONTINUED) 
roduct Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

Ross RDH-300CD 17 In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive sounding design ID , •• I •• , 155 8 . , 133 
Sennheiser HD445 11 I 40 Still the one by which others at the price are measured, though now slightly leaden soundmg, with a cold treble D . , rei 125 52 • 121 
I Sennheiser HD455 50 Inoffensive, if nondescript sound, modl!'ar, but can become dislodged from head D • I rei 185 60 • 1801 157 
Sennheiser HD565 Ovation 140 Wide bandwidth design which is refined, expressive and extremely comfortable D I• r• l 255 150l • : 1801 157 
Sony MDR-CD770 100 Neutrality and comfort make the Sony easy to live with. Technically correct sounding too, yet musically unrewarding D ' I• ! I• • 1801 157 
Stax lambda Pro 449 Tested with SRD-7B PSU, this is an industry reference, and is frighteningly revealing E f le [e I 325 -I 55 
Stax lambda Sig 549 With SRM-Tl. Electrostatic - the Signature must be the most transparent head phone available E le le I 325 -I 72 
Technics RP-HT700 70 Well-finished but physically crass and grubby sounding D le !• I 255 e 1 1801 157 ---

o ,., r. , Vivanco SR606 ' 40 Although slightly overblown at times, this model is easy on the ears and essentially enjoyable 225 32 e I 1101 133 
Vivanco SR650 50 Unusually comfortable 'phone with excellent detail resolution but aggressive, thanks to tweeter resonance 1 D • I t• l 175 - • 1801 157 -----

' 60 ! Cossetting physical design, attractive sound-;;-n pricing, though suffers overhang and lacks ultimate dynamics ei le ' -I· Vivanco SR750 0 • 188 1801 !57 
Vivanco IR7100 �120 Infra-red phones that work well but suffer from the limitations of the medium ie compression and hiss(Sessions) D •I i• ! 265 -I 149 

A
s the last item in the hi-fi chain, the loudspeaker is merely the 

slave of what has gone before; it is only as good as the signal 

it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions introduced by 

loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be the most obvious. 

task is to balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how loud it goes 

for a given electrical input) against the bass extension (how low it goes), 

for the given box size. 

The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive 

units behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple electrical 

circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for \!le drivers to handle. The designer's primary 

Subwoofers augment the bass and come in passive and amplified active 

form, they are less sensitive to placement than regular speakers. 

SIZE WxlbD (cm): Widttl by toight by depth in ce!!timetres. 
FLOOilSilND£R: As opposed 1D requiring a dedicatEd stand. 

SENSITIVITY (dBNI): Efficiency: lm much volume you get for a 

jjveninput;thehigjlertheloode< 

IMPEDAHCE !ru: Measured in Ohms impedance rt is a measure 

of lm hard a loudspeal<ef is 1D drive: the kJv.<lr the number the 

more powerlul the am�ifier needs 1D be. 
BASS FROM (Hzl: The lowest frequency that a spealer can 

HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS 
- .. 

reproduce, based on in-room measurements. 
FREE SPACE: Speakers shoo� be placed awey from walls. 

CLOSE TO WAll: tt is recommended thet these speakers be 
� close (between 3 and 12cm) to the rear wall. 

4 Allison Al
...,
l
"'
00 ___

_ �_10_0_--'Lo_u:__d _an_ d_ l _iv'--ely'--'-bu-"'dget �all-mountJs big and beefy, but lacks sparkle and refinement 

r---� -'-------'---'1"-7-'-0+-_P_.:re=tty enough in appearance, sonically the ALIOS doesn't really make the grade at the price 
4 220 Compact bookshelf model is a little dry and mid-forward, but bass is extended and solid 

Recommended 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The reference for ordering a lax copy of the 
le'.iew. Use the contents page to find the Factsback page. 

BACK ISSUE: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

24,33,19 90 30 
24,37,21 90 45• 
24,40,23 90 4 28 

94 
78 

102 
420 Pretty well balanced if slightly mid-forward, but sound quality is disappoin_ti_,ng,_ac.;.tc..th-'-e-"pr--'ic"-e--------:-=c.;.:_,-'---'--'-'---"-'----;_;_

C"""
'---cc-'--+----'"--r-1 499 Massively built invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

28,61,29 • 90 4 30 98 
24 44 31 83 28' 86 

Audio Innovations Alto 329' I t le Styling makes competition look old-fashioned, but sound is thin and cold 20,38,26 88 6 45 1653 152 -
Audio Note AN-1/B 799 Light damping and local unevenness adds some colouration, but doesn't spoil the very speaker I 38,58,25 93 8 25 I • 110 
Audio Note AN-E/8 I 1,299 Coherent dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but uglyl 36,84,28 • 94 8 20 1 I • 106 ---
Audio Physic Tempo 1,999 Tall and unusually styled fl�rstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning 22,107,47 • 88 8 281 •1• 1344 143 
Audiovector 3X 1,500 Superior time coherence, a wide dynamic range and exception bass/mid balance 19,32,98 • 89 8 20 • I 1345 143 
B&W DM302 � highly competent and neutral al�nder, clever Prism enclosure 19,32,22 88 4 45 ,. 1778 156 ----- -----
B&W DM601 200 Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 20.5,35.5,23 88 6 30 • I 11779 156 ---- 3oo I -

! •J1654 B&W DM602 Prefers tall stands and space. but offers impressive midb�d dynamics and musical tension 24,49,31 90 8 30 15 
B&W CDMl 600 Gorgeous stand-mount delivers unusually good bass for its size 22,38,28 88 6 30 • ! 160 
B&W Matrix 805 V 995 Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration 33,33,21 87 8 30 I • 98 -----
B&W Matrix 801S3 3,795 Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force 44,100,56 • 87 8 20 le 81 
�se �0

_
5 430 Fine dynamic liveliness and a good room match counter strange imaging and treble 

i 
23,45,28 - 8 40 . , I 78 ' 

Bose 401 500 Cheaply built but distinctively styled , the 401 suffers from heavy mid band 30,30,76 • 4 28 I 110 
Boston Acoustics HD5 139 Pretty miniature lacks boxiness, but is short of drama and dynamic drive 16,25,18 89 8 30 le 110 
Canon S-30 180 Moulded design has lively coherence, with 'wide imaging stereo' 23,27,24 90 6 50 le 114 ---
Canon S-75 1000 Unique 'wide image' floorstander has great charm despite some sonic flaws 25,79,25 • 87 4 26 •I I 160 
Castle lsis 

� 
Expressive with a full upper bass, tonally colourful with a big, dynamic sound (tested in Sessions) 17,35,19.5 87 8 60 er 11729 154 

Castle Durham 900 0 Lovely veneer and lots of engineering create a very upfront, coherent and exciting sound 22,40,23 90 8 60 le 1162 135 
Castle York 370. Real wood compact has an engaging transparency: fine balance and timing, but could use some authority 26,43,22 89 8 50 el 110 
Castle Severn 5�� Light and bright, but sound is open �fld_£om�nicative Looks good too 23,77,20 88 8 47 l e 1655 152 . 

23,91,25 1 e ; 90 e r I Castle Chester 700 A brilliant throwback, using a horn type approach to provide startling dynamics and coherence 8 44 98 
Castle Harlech BOO Handsome big-sounding floorstander, great value and dynamic midrange 20,96,33 1 e 88 8 28 . , 160 
Castle Howard S2 1,100 Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester, has a rich, laid back balance 26,104,41 e•go 8 40 • I 1078 132 
�astle Winchester 1,650 Large for its bass extension but engagingly agile, open and airy 42,108,23 • 90 8 1 35 • I 90 
�lestiol!_!_ 99 lt sounds a bit scrappy and untidy, but its heart rs in the right place 16,27,21 86 8 50 •• I 11 4 
Celestion 3 MKII 139 Smooth and polished by budget speaker standards, if a bit laid back for some tastes 21,31,18 88 8 45 e1 1036 130 
!Celestion Impact 23 ! 300 Big, cheap and loud. Sounds coloured and old fashioned, lacks subtlety 28,82,29 89 8 J 30 •• 16561152 
Celestion 15 389 Big box and bu�_short on subtlety and control though long on both enthusiasm 21,100,25 • 89 8 28 •• I 114 -
Celestion Impact 25 400 Both capable and enjoyable these rock boxes are real contenders in the bang-for-the-buck stakes 27,82,29 le 90 8 43 • l 1758 155 -
Celestion Sl6Si 429 This stereotype luxury compact can sound a bit dull and congested, favours CD .. 20,38,27 I 1 84 , 8 30 . •l I 94 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments "" "" "" "" "" "" "" "" "" 

Celestion 300 1,099 Splendid bass extension and fine panel-like openness, but dynamics and timing are suspect ___;2::lcc:,9"'7"',3"- 3 --'•=---=8c:- 4-.-::-+:.::2::_ 0_e=--:- 118 
Cerwin-Vega VS10 350 Not all that refined but ballsy as heck, these rock boxes have no shortage of gung ho 33,70,29 • 95 37 • 1758 155 

4 Dali 104B 370 Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame about bland styling and dull balance _ _::22:!.,8::6� ,2:..:_ 7 __ •::._.-..:9::3 _ _:__._.:2�8�.::•:--r---':._:1� 6::57�15:::_ 2 
Dawn Audio Chorus FS 698 Compact floorstander with superb coherence but rather forward midband. Would suit smaller rooms best _ _:::_26� ,8::8� ,2_:_1 __,_-..:•�...::8:::9___:::.__,_...::3::: 0_ e=�--'--_:.:.11c:_4 
Epos ES12 500 High quality luxury stand-mount has great midband and stereo imaging ----t-:2:.:0cc:,3-=-8<=,2=-5 -�--=8� 5_::__.: 4::_ 5_ •=--:----=-=16::_ 0 

4 Epos ES14 675 Substantial stand mount delivers delightful mid range focus and delicacy with good bass control ____ 2:: 3"- ,4:.:: 9"' ,2"- 9 ---r--r-"8::_ 7__::__.::2::_ 5_ e=--:- 98 
Epos ES22 1,185 Elegant floorstander with 'safe' balance that can be enlivened with the right cable and energetic material (Sessions) 21,88,25 e 87 58 • 1629 151 
Epos ES25 1,655 Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance _______ _.:2:.: 4o: ,9.:;0,::_35:_�•:.r-=-88:_ �_::2�2 ---=·�-�13� 4:.::6_:1�4::_3 

�F-=a-"ra:..:d� ay,__S"- ir'-' e'-- n _____ 4'-'4"-- 5 -r---"High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of._.::a� ge�in::!;g�d :::_riv�e::__r c::o:::_m:.:: bi::::na::ti::::on::_ _________ ....::2:::5� ,2_:c7 .c:_46��--=-90:_�__:.48"-+....::•::__z._-;--_......::_9c:_ 4 
Gale Model 4 200 low cost floorstander; sounds a bit edgy, with detached bass 19,79,22 • 87 28 • 1780 !56 
GLL lmagio IC130 550 lots of speaker for the money, but sound is decidedl.,_y-=-du= ll-=a"'- nd=:-s::. hc:.ut:..:i::_ n 

-,--
----

--
---------L-=2::2,::_ 11:: 2.:.: ,2:::-9_-=•=---:-88::--_:4

,-
-:-20=---'•=--;.-�--'1::6-=- 0 

Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 699 Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update 19,30,18 82 10 80 e 66 
4 Harman/Kardon LS0200 149 laid back to a fault but entertaining nevertheless, an� big box for the p>::.r_:_ice:_ __________ __:2:: 1.<::,3:.:: 5,<:: 30:_,__--r_:_8::_7 __.:::__:_3::_ 0 ---=•=--:-�10:: 3:..:_7-'1::: 3:.:: 0 
4 Heybrook Prima 139 Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight ---------:2::" 0,;:,-29:'- ,IC:8� _ ___:8C.: 7c-'---.:---5::0c__ � �--11_ 0 
4 Heybrook Solo 199 Untidy bass and treble, but handles complex rhythmic material well 23,36,23 89 28 90 
4 Heybrook Trio 373 HBS1 drivers in real wood enclosure give a sweeter and more forgiving sound 24,47,25 89 45 e 118 

Heybrook Heylo 389 Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought 23,73,19 e 88 r 8 30 e 1658 152 
-H"'e"-y;:; br..:.oo;:;k:..:H.;_:e,_ys"- ta"'k'---___ 4:.. :9"--9-----'Eiegant. highly detailed and level-headed sound.,,.::cbu:.:t-=-co::u::.:ld :.::uc::se:..:i"'nj. ::.:ec:.::ti::.: on:...: o: :_f.:::lif-=-e------------= 22:::,.::.:98:.:: ,2:.:_8 e 89 8 38 e 141 

A 
-

- ------r---90 8 ..--�---;----.,.-� Heybrook Quartet Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, fo:.:. rw:.: a:..:rdc:s::: ou:::n::_ d __________ �2 ..-----
4 Heybrook Sextet Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to disti._:_nc::t:::UP!:!:P:::er_.:-m_:_ i::_ d .:.:fo::.:.rw:..:a::.:rd::.:ne::s::_ s ___________ __::2.:,7,::90:.::,2::0�- •�_8::8.__::_8___:2::5:....;,_.::•:....;.----�102 

Infinity Reference 1i Although not to our tastes, �s a competent speaker, and dece:.::n.::.:t m::.:a:.:te::_r_:_ia:...:l v:.:: al_:_ ue._ ________ _;__2:.:0� ,3:.: 4�,20 ---�6 _ 50 -=•--7--..:.1_:40..:.3-'1'-'4"-- 8 
Infinity Kappa 6.1i 995 Good extension, but bass is fat and slow, and dynamics are unconvincing. 31,95,25 e 89 25 • 1080 132 
Jamo Cornet 40.4 150 Pretty presentation and a strong box, but poor driver fixing. Decent if bright sound 20,32,22 89 48 e 1038 130 

..:J:=a=:m-=-o =BX :.:.:1:.:.0 c:.:OA '-------'3:.:.7.:_0�. .:.A:...:cracking output for their size these rock boxes can be a tad bright.:::bu:.:t .::ha::v.:.e-=-de: :cc:.: en.:.:.t-=-ba ::s::_s _______ __.::3::_ 1..:::5,::_54.:.:. ,2::8.___�9.:. 1-.-:.___.:4.:.0 e 1758 155 
..:l:=a=:m.:_o-:-CI

=
a=ss:.:.:ic�8=--------

�
4::3::_0 __ ,:-A.. :.I o:.:t-:-of�s� pe=a:.:.:ke::r:.:.:fo::_r.:::th: :_e ccm : ::on::.:e�y;�g =oo.:.d .. :.w.:: he= n�p:.:.: la� yi �ng�q�u =ie.:::tly.:::, b:.: u:.:.:t ::bo_:_ o ::.:m_.:'n..:.t::iz::z c::h.:.ar.:.ac=t ::er .:.:.s::ou:.:.: n::de_:_d_:_cr:.:u ::de.__ ______ -+�22 :.::,9:.:0:.:.:,2.:.9 �·�_.:9::0 __ ::__....::2::: 8 _ _ .::•�1�__:1.:.6::59�15:::_2 

_J_ ac....m.;...o_47_7 _______ 5:.:.0.;...0_ Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price 19,77,28 e 88 40 e 1549 138 
Jamo 707A 900 Superb styling and cosmetics and decent balance apart from detached bass 26,38,104 e 90 25 e 1085 132 
JBL Control One 115 Sub-miniature with forward mid range and.:.re::a::_l b::a::: ss,.;.._prcic,::_ e.<::iu ::: sl::.ifi::: ed::_b:,Y:.::b= ui::.:ld

--:-
_--c ________ -'--'2:..:4::,1:.::56= ,:.14c.....,_..__: B:.:.7_::__...::. 1::00:_._.::•+-1r--__,..:.9-:.::. 0 

JBL TLX70 400 Startling bass weight from party animal that is let down by rather bland high frequencies 27,88,28 e 88.5 50 e ; 1758 !55 
4 JBL L20J 850 Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 26,42,28 86 30 e 1550 138 
4 JBL l90 1,300 A classic monitor wh1ch commun1cates w1th gusto and enthusiasm, though 11 can sound a lad crude 24,94,35 e 91 23 e 143 

JBL Ti 1000 1,600 Performance compromised by over enthusiastic midbass output from port 20,30,13 89 4 45 e I 118 
4 Jordan Watts JH400 820 Piano finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightfu:..:l m:.:: i-=- d --------+--=2=8,::38:.::,2::1�-�8:: 6::__.:.8_5:.:0.___�•:..,..______!_(!§. 
4 JPW Mini Monitor 60 Ultra-cheap mmiature works well m a lim1ted way 18,27,17.5 86 50 • 1781 !56 
4 JPW Gold Monitor 80 More mformative than M1m Mon1tor - but fiercer too 18,27,17.5 ---:8::: 6-:;....:c--:.:.:5� 0�--::--':-•��1_::78� 2�15::,_ 6 
4 JPW·Sonata 120 Fine sound if limited bass and dynamic range, wood veneered at a silly price ; 23,32,22 87 8 70 e 71 
4 JPW P1 Vinyl !50 Competent loudspeaker for the price, w1th a safe sound that won't disappoint 26,44,25 89 65 e 102 
4 JPW P1 170 longstanding design is remarkable material value (real wood etc) and sounds pretty too 26,44,25 89 8 65 e 1611 141 
4 JPW AP2 200 Real wood finish, and performance is cleaner but similar to PI Vinyl overall 26,44,25 89 65 • 106 
4 JPW AP3 230 Good stereo and well balanced overall; character is well suited to vinyl replay 26,52,29 88 55 e 46 

:.:.:l
.:.,
PW
':'..:.

R .:.u::by�1:_ _____ _:5_:_00:__ Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance 19,32,21 87 55 • 1572 139 
4 KEF Coda 7 130 lovely open voice reproduction, but bass could be tauter; build tougher 18,30,23 88 50 e 1783 156 
4 KEF Coda 8 190 Outstandingly well balanced, bass is deep but a little vague 20,32.5,29 86 28 1784 156 

..:K:=E::_ F..::C.::od=a�9 :_ ____ _...:3:.::0 .:_0_...:U:.:.:n:.:ev..:.en'-b= udget 3-way floorstander with poor bass definition 20,86,28 • 89 30 • !1785 156 
..:K::-:E::,F..::Q::.30=---------'3:.:.7.:_9_..:.F::.ccine focus from Uni-Q driver, but lacks drive and time coherence 19,73,30 88 44 • ' 126 
..:.K::-: E:.:.:F.::Q::. 50._ _____ __.5::2::_9_--:C_:_ om::.: pc.:a_:_cl:...:tw.::::.:.in-driver floorstander with Uni-Q treble and a rather midbass, heavy overall balance 19,83,30 e 89 50 e 1573 139 

4 KEF 104/2 1,799 A reference point for dynamics, best without KUBE, suited to many rooms. 28,90,41 • 92 50 • 60 
4 Keswick Audio Aria 11 329 Confident and dynamic sound. 1f a l1ttle crude and shut 1n 21,42,24 89 20 e 1405 148 
4 linn Keilidh Passive _ _:7_:0.:_0_..:S:.:.:tunning timing and coherence, and awesome bass drive 20,83,28 e 87 22 • 1552 138 
4 linn Kaber Passive 1,800 Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving 1 20,90,28 • 87 25 • 118 
4 living Voice Air Partner S 27,000 Outstanding transparency and dynamics from remarkably solid and fast mega horn 64,160,90 • 108 40 • L 138 

_L=u-"m"'le"-y-"R.::.ef ..:.er'-'e'--nc:.:.e....:Lc..M_4 __ _.:3:.:.7::_ 5 _...:.M.;_:e.;_:ta'-1 d= iaphragm and wood veneer; balance uneven upper and has suspect timing 18,36,22 86 44 e I 126 
4 Lumley Reference LM3 895 Despite indifferent bass alignment, lM3 is fast, coherent, solid and informative 27,87,28 • 90 30 • 106 

;..:::M.::.:en:.:.:'d:.::ia:.::n..::Dc::S.:..P6:.:0..:.0::_0 --�..::8::,5.::.:00::.__ ...:S:.::oo::ph.:::is:.:.ti=ca:.:.:ted digita�sign, with a wide ranging, refined and detailed sound. Has on board amplification 28,133,43 • 35 • 1226 140 
Meridian DSP5000 2,995 State of the active loudspeaker art, a high grade design with unique capabilities. Has onboard amplification 21,90,30 e 35 e 1226 140 

4 Mission 731 __ . :.:13:.:: 0_.:.::: Much improved bass but dull top; likes to play loud f 17.5,31,18 87 45 e !56 
Mission 732 200 Attractive presentation but a rather dull and thick sounding speaker, and a tad pricey too I 20,41,30 89 45 e 1613 141 

4 Mission 733 300 Duller than before, though still an honest all-round package 20.5,87,30 e 87 45 I e 1786 156 
4 Mission 751 300 Gorgeous looking, very petite; boogies with a sting at the top i 17.5,32,26 87 8 45 e 1788 156 
4 Mission 734. 430 Fine all rounder, and good value, but dynamically a bit lazy, and tweeter quality limited 21,84,33 •1 90 43 e 1660 152 
4 Mission 752 500 Brilliant style, engineering and sound 20,88,26 e 90 50 e 1553 138 

Mission 753 700 Gorgeous presentation and potential for open transparency. 21,88,32 e 90 45 e 114 
4 Monitor Audio MA201 300 lively and coherent with good power handling, but also a bit shut in and coloured 22,41,40 90 40 • 1164 135 
4 Monitor Audio MA202 450 Uneven, informative and easy-listening floorstander delivers decent scale 22,89,27 e 90 50 e 1575 139 
4 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 500 Good looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely midrange, but occasionally edgy . ��:-= 5.!:,2� 6�--=-�89::--�- 4:.:.:5::_,.-.::•c.;lr-.......::.1.::66:.:1_:1:.:5=- 2 
4 Monitor Audio MA703 PMC __ B::O.:_O_...:l:.:.ov=-=e"-ly ..:: b.::ut-"p"-ric:.:e,__y "'flo :.:.or:.: :st:.:: a=:nd:.: e... :r h.:.: a :::-s .:::uPc...· :.:.fro:.::n:.:c t, .. :.co::h:: :er..::en:.:.:t ...:'s:.:.:hi"'ny.__' -:-so::uccnd=----- 20,89,27 e 88 50 e 160 
4 Monitor Audio Studio 6 900 Metal diaphragm compact has transparent midband but lacks vigour and drive 22,35,25 88 45 e 118 

Monitor Audio Studio 12 1,000 A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price 17,92,20 e 90 28 I e 1349 143 
4 Mordaunt-Short MS10i 140 Up front. bouncy and a whole lot of fun 18 . 5 ,30 . 5,26i 86 50 e 1789 156 

Mordaunt-Short SW! !50 Prettily finished and inexpensive passive subwoofer is only really useful with sub-miniature speakers 24,58,26 90 40 • 128 
4 Mordaunt-Short MS30i 275 Slightly shut in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communication I 25,43,28 90 28 e !_1662 152 

..;M;;,:,o:.:rd.::;a:..:uc;. nt:...-S::.:h:.::o :..:rt..:.P..::ert.:...::.86:.:0_.....:c1 • c:.69:.:5"--'-A::.:Ith:.:.:oc:>uge::hc: :a... :v.. ::ery_;_.:.:.ne::uc: :.tra: ::l :.:.:lo= udspeaker it can, with the right ancillaries, pack ::a-:-se::r :.:.iou=s�p-=-un:.:.:c:.:.: h ..::(S::ta:.:te:.::m:.:.: e:::: nt""sl:_ ___ __ .,...:2:.: 6.::. 8.:.6,"'- 35:...._....:•::........::9::_0 .-..:c......_:_ 3.::: 5 _. .. ...:•:o....�l_-"' ..:::13:.: 6::_7_..,1:...:4:.:: 6 

132 BEST BUYS 1996 HI-Fl CHOICE 



HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

�M;::o:::re:.:l_c7': 04C'/2=:---:--:c--:--:-'-'I,
�
OO:'O-_cTh:..: e::-re'--''s:._:r :.:ea:.:_ l "-'po_,le:.:_ nt ,....ial here, but it's not fully realised_ 23,80,21 e 88 20 e 1350 143 

4 Musical Technology Harrier 400 Very pretty package, good measured performance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp 25,80,23 e 86 25 e 1663 152 
4 Nairn SBl Passive � lively and punchy - smoother but more upfront than before 27,89,27 e 88 25 e 1352 143 
4 Neat Mystique 575 Elegant compact floorstander has good allround sound and value 20,85.18 e 84 25 e 160 

Neat Petite 11 745 Compact design now utilising ribbon tweeter with a fine sense of timing and surprising m-'-u-'-si'-' ca_lity"-"l t-'-es"-te"-d _in_ Sc..e-'-ss __ io _ns"-)-'-20:'-.3,...0'--.1-,-8 __ --:
8
-:-
6_

:-
__ 3_3_---'c- •-'---

l
-
66

_
4
-'-1

1
6
5
'---o

2 4 Origin live Ol-2A 470 Fine dynamics and a good looking, well engineered package, though presence bland and treble restrained 19,80.19 86 45 e 
Origin live OL- 1 499 Luxury miniature has very good overall balance, sacrificing sensitivity �bass 20,30.19 86 8 25 e 106 

4 Phi lips legend FB72011 200 liveliness. coherence and fme mformation retrieval justifies the odd lookmg baffle 21,37,31 90 50 e 122 
Pink Triangle Ventrical 896 If you are after Quad Electrostatic type transparency but can't afford the price 1Sessions) _______ --:

l
c:-
5''--80=''-:c

32
:---

-- -:-
86

:
-

-:
11_

-::-:-
_•:---

-
--c-=--:

l
c:-
42

:
:-

4 Pioneer S-4UK 250 Latest version now balances pretty well, with a coherent lightweight bass 21,37,28 88 6 50 e 1157 139 
4 Potk lS50 800 No enthusiast tweaks here, but powerful and beautiful balance 27,83,29 e 89 25 _e __ --'1 _15_ 5_1 _3 _8 

Potk lS70 �High sensitivity, but balance has too much midbass boom; mid-top is laid bac_k__ 31,94,37 e 90 22 e 1084 132 
Proac Response 2.5 2.700 For aspirant high-enders looking for seriously good conventional boxes, this speaker should be fist port of call 22.]07,25 _ e 8:.:6_=:--...:3:.:0�-=·--=--- 1457 149 

4 PMC TBl 500 Superb transparency, subtle laid:..:b:.:ac::.k:..:s :.:ou::.n :.:d· :.:_ w:.:e ::_ll.::.wo::.rt::_h_:s :::ee::: kiccng"-o:: u:.:_t _____________ ,_::2:.: 0 ·c:.40::..c,3:_: 1'---:..: 87:-_ .:._-'-'45'--'•=--:---�-=1.o.:- 60 
4 PMC lBI 998 Delightful smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are both limited 18,53,25 89 33 e 110 

_P,...M-'-C'-'A-" B-"l ___ _ __ .:cl,"-59:.:8� Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room 26,79,43 89 22 e 114 
Polk RT 16 800 Bass rich, lively and powerful, but suspect top end; big and not very pretty --- ---- -�22"',1"-

C:
05
:..:

,3
=::

9--=-• 91 22 • 160 
4 QlN Qubic 222 400 Ugly but good value floorstander with loads of bass and a smooth balance 21,87,29 e 88 6 25 e 160 
4 Quad ESl-63 2,860 Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without 66,93,27 _ e 86 __! ..Ji _!__ 60 
4 Rega Kyte 198 Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative ------------'-'19:'-,3:.:1.:.:.1-'-9 87 8 50 __ .::.__ 114 
4 Rega El8 298 Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence 17,72,20 e 86 8 55 e 122 
4 Rega ELA Mk 11 498 Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 30,80,20 � _ 87 __ 8 ---'-40:._..:•::.....;.- �8 __Q9 
4 Rega XEl 1,040 Looks and sounds great: balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing"--------- --=2::.0•c:. 82::.c,::.: 30:.__:::•c__.:c89:._..:6_.cc40:._..:•=--:. _ ___::cl0:.::8-=-3 ..:1::.32=-
4 Revolver Beretta 100 Great bass for the price� crude furt� 19,35,22 87 45 1790 156 
4 Revolver Colt 139 A good all-rounder, if a little bland, and excellent value for money 30,19,22 88 48 e 1407 148 

Revolver 260 350 A no nonsense presenter of rock with plenty of dynamics, not too refined (tested in Se::::ss:::io::.cn::.:s) ______ __;::2.::::1..::::5, c:..9:.:1.6'-',::.: 30'---=•--'-'89'---'---'-40:._..:•:._ _ ___::c..:.:..:..:..:....: 
4 Rogers lSI 149 High grade miniature 20,20,30 87 
4 Rogers AB! 499 Designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures 19,57,16 • 82 

• 
• 

4 Rogers Studio 3 499 Pricey lS3/5A derived miniature, excitingly coherent if lightweight, can't go loud 118 19,30,16 85 30 • 
4 Rogers lS3/5A 699 Clever AB! stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/SA monitor give its best shot. � e 82 _;.;12:.__45'----•"----'-13:.:5-'-4-'1'--4"-3 
4 Rogers Studio 5 699 Luxury finish bookshelf size model has genuine monitoring capabilities 25,25,48 89 8 40 e 1556 138 
4 Rogers Studio 7 899 Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid back sound ________ --:3:..:0c:,6

:..:
3,

:_:
30:._ __ 

-:-
90=--=-'--=-30=-...:•=--:. ___ ..:1:.:2=- 2 

..:R:=o:::ks::a:::n.::R.::OK:::o:::n":ec:-:-----'6:.:00=:--_::L:::ar..,ge:.:s-,ta:::n.::_d-::: m:.::ou::n:::t :.:is musically very communicative if a little coloured 21,45,33 89 30 160 
4 Roksan Ojan 3 Black 795 Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat uneven balance 28 .7 6 .46 e 88 20 e 1082 132 
4 Royd Minstrel 249 Not much wellie or loudness but fine coherence and timing, a brt bright -1-,-8,

""
6
--
9,- 12:-- 86 30 e 1167 135 

Royd Merlin 298 Invigorating and exciting design with plenty of upfront detail, but balance lacks warmth and a lad overpriced 20,31,18 86 33 e 1409 148 
4 Royd Doublet 450 Great value compact floorstander; lively and very informative, rf a little uneven 18,93.19 e 90 28 e 160 
4 Royd The Sorcerer 595 Extremely musical and communicative speaker that fun to listen to. Aesthics could use improving though 20,31.18 86 35 e 139 

· Royd Abbot 665 Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured �-forward b::.:ala::.:n:.::.ce=------ -�20"',8:.::1.c:,3.o.O _ _ e=:--..:9.:.0--::._...:4.:.3_ e.:::_ ___ �ll:.=-8 
Ruark Templar 499 Striking baffle gives decent bass/mid but dull treble; could tame over-bright system 19,70,27 87 25 e 122 

4 Ruark Talisman 11 749 Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence 23,84,32 e 88 30 e 118 
4 Ruark Equinox 1,849 The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture 25,88,34 e 88 45 e 1227 140 
4 SO Acoustics SD3R 399 New SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensi -'-tiv'-'ity,_. ________ _:2:.:0.:..:,3-'- 8'"- 30'---- --'- 8'-- 7 ---=--=2"-5 _•::___ 106 
4 SO Acoustics SD5 1,235 Bass suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth. Has ribbon tweeter 20,110,30 e 88 30 e 1081 132 

Shahinian Arc 1,675 Occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and reveal� -c---:c- �--=----:-----:----=-35:"-,6:-=9":,2-:-5-----'8'=8_:-..:2:.c4_ e.:::_;--=-=-II:::._O 
Spendor 2020 399 Utilising an oval drive unit in a stylish cabinet this is a neutral design with AV inclinations (tested in Sessions) 18,34,26 87 e 1756 155 

4 Spendor 2030 600 Discreet slimline floorstander with delicately coherent, laid back sound 18,89,27 e 87 30 e 160 
4 Spendor S20 760 Maintains Spendor's tradition for peerless mid-to-treble coherence and pers"'p.o.ec'-'ti--'ve"-s'--. ______ 22,38,26 84 25 e 102 

System Audio 905 250 Fine coherence and remarkable dynamic freedom some something so small, though there's little real weight 15,27,21 89 60 e 1410 148 
4 Tannoy 631 149 Balanced, open, unboxy and qurte lrvely, but lacks muscle 19,34,15 87 60 e 1616 141 
4 Tannoy 631SE 170 Very refined midband; maybe too lard back for some 13-19,34,16 86 45 1791 156 
4 Tannoy 632 189 Clever cabinet avoids boxrness and promotes focus imagrng and bass 43,51,27 88 20 25 e 1168 135 
4 Tannoy 633/11 300 Impressive bass and balance from very compact floorstander. Upper midband could be cleaner 29,75,28 e 89 85 20 e 1665 152 
4 Tannoy 635 450 Beefy low-line floorstander packs real bass punch and an up-front balance 17-29,85,27 � 90 22 e 160 

Tannoy 638 599 Big value vinyl big box has good balance and lots of loudness, but needs a good amp. 33,96,32 • 91 25 e 1558 138 
Tannoy 0500 _ _! .'!Z.Q_ Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for� 31,93,34 e 91 20 e 1355 143 

4 Tannoy Westminster TW 6,000 These awesome horn loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive large e 99 38 e C93 
_T:.:D-=l-'-N-'-ea"'-r-'F-"ie'-'ld'-'M-'-o'-'n-'-ito'-'r __ _:1:.:0c:..O_-=-Despite low price, this is an unimpressive performer, poor low frequency resolution-'-an--'d_ a_n_aly'-'s-'is_b-'- ei_.ng._m_ a_in_ f _la _w _s ----,18-'-,3...,0'--.1 ,...7 ___ 8_7_,...,._5-'-o-•

___,
- --'-1_04'-- 3---'13-'-- 0 

TDl RTL2 300 Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid back balance______ 20,73,22 87 25 e 1412 148 
4 TDl RTl3 400 Bargain price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale _______ ____ 2:::.:0"',9"'0"',3'-- 7 __ e::_,._--'9-'- 0---''---'2"'- 5-•.::::..: ___ _;:_:12:..:__ 6 

TDl Studio 0.5 499 Tiny floorstanding transmission line lacks coherence or the balance .::::of...:S:.::tu:.::d:.::io-'-l--::-:---:----- --- --:-20:"-,6::2c.:,3:=0 __ --:8
:-:
5-:--

:
4

C:O--=•-:----c:---- 9
:-=-
4 

4 TDl Studio I 699 Genurnely extended bass from a compact enclosure, very detailed but a shade clinic:: a.:__l ________ --:2:=3 ":.7':'7 '':-33:._ __ -:-86=---:---:-2.:-5 ---'•=--::------'7..:_8 
4 TOl Studio !m 899 Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver 23,77,34 86 20 e 118 

Technics SB-M20 200 Well balanced with natural perspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a b'-it'-b"-ox_,_y-'-a'-nd'--u'--n-'-ev-'-e-'-n --- ---' 2"" 0,-'-32"-,2-'3 __
_
__ 

1
7--'
0
0
0
:--'---5

2
'-- 0

5
_-'e

• 
___ l

1
'--4

6
_
6
13

6
'--1

1
4
5
--'--8

2 Technics SB-M500 450 This model offers a clean, open sound, offset by midbass heavy balance and low sens.-'it _iv-"ity'--_______ 2_5,'--78--, _37 _ ______ _______ _ 
4 Thiel SCS 1,379 Class leading coherence and communication, but can sound shut-in and dark _________ .:2.:c3'-'-92"- ,4-'-'l __ e.:.__ 8'-'7--'--_4c..: 5_:.:• �----"l-'-14_ 
4 Totem Model One 995 Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 17,31,23 87 28 e 122 

Vandersteen 2Ce 1,395 Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness _ ___:_4:..:1c:.I�OI:.c ,2::::.7_...:•=:--...:8c::. 8___::-..:
2
:::
3
,-----

•-=---- -'-'8:.::... 6 
_V_is,--o_ni,--k _O _av_id_6_ 0_0 _1 ____ 1_6_3 __ S_ha_r'--p _sty._li--'ng"'- ,_ bu'--t _th_e_complex grillwork worsens a sound which starts off with too much top and not enough bottom 13,20 ,12 87 130 e 74 
...,w"'h_a_rf.,.ed...,a...,le_V.,a...,ld.,..us_ 4-:0c:-0----1c:-9"-9--=G-'-oe'-- s _v-'-ery----=-lo'-'ud_ w_ it'--h-'a _m_in_im,--u'-- m-o'--f-'-a-m'-plification, but the sound is very thick and uneven, with a heavy upper bass 25,80,26 e 91 30 e 1414 148 

4 Wharfedale Valdus 500 299 Offerrng a large versron of events these rock boxes can move plenty of air, albeit not as subtly as alternatives 25,10 8,26.5 e 91 40 e 1758 155 
4 lYP AI _____ 199 Cute metal cased micro- miniature is quite coloure�t great fun 14,22.12 88 __:_.o_30=---'•=--- -- -'I:.::I�O 
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SUBWOOFERS 
Product Price(£) Comments 'r 'r 'r 'r 'r 'r 'r 'r 'r 

B&W ASS 500 

Boston Acoustics SWlO 450 

Celestion CS135 139 

Infinity RSlO 500 

Jamo SW600 530 

KEF Model 308 500 

KEF AVl 2500 

M&K VX-78 450 

Mordaunt-Short SWl ISO 

REL 0-Bass 350 

HEIGHT (CMJ, Height of star<! or equipment sheM. 

Good material value with a fair amount of low bass from IOOW active design 45,51,45.5 • 1736 154 

A little thumpy but transparent with good timing and goes loud (active) 28.5,50,42 • 128 

Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass: for high sensitivity speakers 52,19,34 • 128 

A very cute cube of an active sub but midbass is boomy with no real extension 34,34.34 • 128 

Has some neat styling touches and remote control but deep bass is limited (active) 38,41,53 • 1736 154 

Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension (active) 38.5,37,43 • 1736 ).54 

Works well, looks great, shakes the windows but costs a lot and is bulky 56,43,50 • 128 

Baby of a big range this active design delivers deep, plenteous bass albeit lacking in transparency 35,25,37 • 1736 154 

Fair value, can help sensitive small speakers but no serious extension to match upper bass 

Smashes the price barrier for deep bass performance 

H 
i-fi furniture is more important than you might imagine. The 

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from 

subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up into two categories -

equipment supports and loudspeaker stands. 

lt is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment support, but 

some are definitely more equal than others. There's a variety of 

approaches and materials usec, including particle board, glass and all 

manner of steel tube and section. 

58,24,25 • 128 

40,41.5,40 • 1 670 154 

models. Use dealer or manufacturer recommendations to narrow down 

the choice, but as a rule you want the tweeter at ear height 

Best buy � Recommended 

lead to iocrease mass, which affects soooo. rack or support. copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback 

lOP PUlE SIZE (CM), [l;mensions of top �are on speaJ<er star<! 
or equipment support. 

WElJlm, The better stards aoo suPillrts are welded rather tlian 

bolted together 
SHELF JYPE, Material tliat sheMls are made of on an equipment information page. 

rack. \1\xx! genernlly means MDE BACK ISSUE, The issue ol Hi-Fi Choice 1n which the 

Fli.U8l.f, Some speaker staoos can be filled with saoo ar<\'or NUMBER OF SHELVES, The amount of tie<s on an equil"ment FACTSIIACX NUMBER, The Factsback reference for ordenng a lax original review appeared. 

STANDS & SUPPORTS 

Equipment Supports 
Audiophile Furniture Base 480 Easy to set up, well ordered sound 40 

Fi-Rax R4 250 Lively, exuberant sound, slightly weak bass -------
Mana Acoustics Ref. Table 350 King of rts type, angle iron, chrpboard and glass combined to make a sigmflcant drfference to sound quality • 
Mana Acoustics 5 Trer Amp Stand 600 lnfimtely upgradable Persuasive and thrrlling glass and angle rron design that adds speed and bandwrdth to components upon it • ---
Quadraspire Q4 200 Easy to live wrth. and tonally neutral 

Sound Organisation Z038 130 Too lively and lacking order - but cheap 50 40,84 • 

SoundStyle Select 6105 280 Respectable sanies. structurally solid and smart 

Stands Unique Sound Tower 249 Adds colouration. and lacks weight Optional Isolation Platform 81 72,42 

Target 85 175 Free of colourations, fine grip and good value • 

Speaker Stands 
Alphason NC I 45 Filled single column design without threaded spike holes that's appropriate for non-critical applications 40-60 16,16 • 

A1phason NCII 80 Tall, slim and elegant, though sound and value are unexceptional 40-60 17,17 • 

Alphason Titan 120 Excels in the midband and allows voices to come across in a detailed an d expressive fashion 40-60 16,16 • 

Apollo AZ6 80 Fine engineering value, but sound unexceptional and top-plate small 66 15,13 • ----
Atacama BD2l 55 Good looking and good value but doesn't match the SE24's sound quality 56 15,17 • 

Atacama SE24 70 Stand out from the budget crowd because of the consistency and overall quality of the performance 61 19.5,17. 

AVF Tower 400 35 Ridiculously cheap and much better than no stand at all 54 17,20 • 

lxos Dead rock 903 50 Smooth and tonally even but short on definition. Deep bass is soft which doesn't help timing 60 

Gale Reference 600 60 Smooth sounding with impressive bass well suited to less civilised speakers 

Kudos S50 100 Better sound than the budget stands, partrcularly at the bottom end 60 

Kudos SlOO 270 The best all round stand around .. . Probably. 63 

Mana Soundframes 125 For use under floorstanders and equipment racks these make music effortless and natural, can be stacked for greater effect 

Partington New Merlin 60 Although light in weight, the stands performance seemed remarkably muscular but musical rendering lacked a little precision 

Partington Discovery 80 The depth and substance of the presentation truly added to the convrncing nature of the system's portrayal 

Partington Trophy 100 Four column design wrth damped top and base plates, sound is tight and cogent wrth smoothly mtegrated detail 

Revolver RSl 70 A good blend of performance and appearance for the price 53 

RMS/Stands Unique Vivas 550 Pricey carbon fibres give u�ra-clean sound with exceptional voices 50 

Soundstyle 124 100 Big, shiny and solid, with fme mrdband proJection 65 

Sound Style Z024 lOO Three pillar triangular based design with high gloss finish. Enhusiastic sound suited to better systems 61 • 

Stands Unique HP 220 Real wood disguises high pertormance tuned technology 59 22,23 

Sound Organisation Zl24 80 Atacama style big pillar. A pleasantly balanced performer. tonally even with good timing and dynamics, but leaks sand! 61 • 

Sound Organisation Zl29 110 Heavy four pillar design, extracts detail well and very little colouration together with an excellent sense of timing • 

Target Rl 280 Truly high mass four pillar design with superb weight and speed, giving music delicious attack and outstanding imagery 

Target TR60 67.50 Lively, dynamic midrange and detailed treble from a less than audiophile oriented twin column design 
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T 
umtables at the cheaper end of the marl<et tend to 

be supplied with a matching toneanm, and often 

include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better quality is 

found at higher prices among the separate motor units and 

toneanms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for 

these components. 

Although the turntable is the most important part of a record 
player, the toneanm is the second most important, and the quality of 

its construction and design have a significant bearing on sound quality. 

There are three basic types of anms listed in the key and each has its 

strengths, but pivoted designs are the most popular, for reasons both 

practical and economical. 

� Best buy 4 Recommended 

Eff'ECTM MASS, This relates to cartridge com�ian<». General� 

h� mass arms are suitable for klw compliance cartridges and 

IJacl< lhe disc in a linear fashion. 

PIVOTED, Arms which alklw lhe cartridge to describe an an: as 

lheylraverselherecord. 

two planes. 

EFFECTM LfNGIH [cm), Length of arm from bearing to 

cartridge mounting 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The reference for ordering a tax copy of lhe 

review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback. 

vice versa. BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

PARAUEl. TRACKING, An arm which allows the cartridge to UNI-PIVOI Avoted arms with a bearing that allows rTlO'IeiOOf1t in ADJUSTABLE HIEIGHI Important for accurate cartridge set-up. original review appeared. 

TON EAR MS 
Proce(£) Comments 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 

4 Alphason HRlOOS 490 
4 �zma Stoii Ref J ,OOO 
4 Linn Ekos 1,297 
4 Moth Arm 95 
4 Rega RB30L_ __ 139 
4 Roksan Tabriz Basic 275 
4 �Series 300-309 657 
4 SME Series IV 936 
4 SME Serie� _l.391 

S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack. 

Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 

Superb, state of the art design which builds significantly on predecessor's strengths 

The ultimate budget arm? Ref1ned, sweet. detailed and natural 

Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many h1gh end turntables 

Targetted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases - a touch bright though 

Beautifully made and finished, fully adjustable and a highly neutral performer 

Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low colouration 

Excellent in all respects. this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price 

Medium 86 
High 79 

Medium 

low 60 
low 60 
low 91 
low 79 
low 60 
low 60 

T 
he radio medium operates at a lower profile than 1V, but in areas 

outside pop music the BBC service is the envy of the wor1d. Live 

concerts rival all other sources from a hi-fi perspective. 

Though tuners might seem something of a hi-fi afterthought, the task they 

discharge is far from simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The importance of the former 

will depend on reception conditions, but a high-quality aerial system is 

well worth having. Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models 

tune gradually and can have analogue or digital displays; they are often 

preferred for sound quality. Digital tuners otter convenient automatic 

tune facilities and pre-set memories. 

WAVEBANDS, On� the FM (VHF) bands �ve stereo hi-fi sound, 

though AM (MW & lW) are useful for receiving certain 

transmissions in the UK 

PRESETS, Number of station frequencies that can be stored. 

RDS, (radio data system) was onliinal� designed for in-oar 

Tuners 

a�ications. Basical� RDS tuners can identify and display lhe 

name of the rado station oong reoer..d, but they offer a variety 

of othar features asw�L 

REMOTE CONTROL, Couch-potato friend�. 

SIGNAL STRENGTH METER, Indicates strength of s�l from 

aerial, useful for aligning your '1\'n� during instal�tion 

ROTARY TUNING KHOB, 11'< ergonomical� attractive approach to 

d�I-S!lrfi� 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

Recommended 

to find the Factsback information page. 

BACK ISSUE, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the onliinal 

review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 

Arcam Alpha 5 Plus 220 Selectivity modest and there is some susceptibility to front end overload, though basic sound quality is pretty good FM,M,L 24 1254 142 
Arcam Delta 280 399 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF pertormance only average. remote £60 extra 20 120 

4 �udiolabSOO..Q!__ 750 Unusually combination of fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM), and superb ergonomics 1254 142 
4 Denon TU-260l 120 Careful minimalist des1gn promises a surprisingly open and vivacious sound. 93 
4 Harman/Kardon TU950 200 Sound quality is among the best in 1ts price range, only exposing 1ts rough edges at high playback levels 1810 157 
4 Harman/Kardon TU9400 299 This striking tuner exceeded our expectations. On stereo FM, it's HK's best yet FM,M 24 1254 142 
4 linn Kremlin 2,600 Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself FM 80 1254 142 
4 1Magnum Dynalab FTlOl 825 Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation FM 72 
4 Micro_rnega__!uner �s digital output but even without the Micromega DAC, this provides exceptional sound quality. looks good too. FM 39 1810 157 

�ssion Gyrus FM7 400 Open, generous soundstaging gives the music plenty of foundation, if a touch shut in at the top FM 29 1254 142 
M�sical Fidelity ESO 300 Sounds involving if coloured and with a subjectively larger than life presentation FM 20 1810 157 

4 _Naim NATO! _1645 There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one FM 1254 142 
Onkyo T-430RDS 190 Pleasingly neutral, but rather undynamic and congested FM/MW 30 1254 142 
Quad FM66 554 Very pretty and compact but technically unadventurous. Sound is smooth, but only makes sense in Quad system context FM 19 1254 142 
Sony ST-SA3ES 250 Clean, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to its best FM,M,L 30 • 1810 157 
Technics ST-GT350L 150 Decent RF poertormance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system FM,M,L 30 • 1254 142 
Thorens TRT2000 450 Not exactly neutral sounding, it nonetheless makes listening fun FM,M 59 • 1810 157 
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S
pecialist turntables are what hi6h fidelity sound 

is all about. CD players may offer silent 

backrounds and flat frequency responses, but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that 

serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the 

cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a 

and tonearms. Careful partnerin0 �no ���-�p i� e��en\i�l fOr th�\l 
components, but many so-called 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to 

retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of 

paramount importance. lt is also the reason why turntables cost as 

much as they do, and require high quality support systems. 

matching tonearm, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 

better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units Best buy 4 Recommended 

MNftJAl 'I>! oo � au, put l!1e needle on the recoo1 ar<l tale �off. 

AUTO, The recool player does �all. 

structural interterence 

EXIERNAL PSU, Out!Joard JXlWOf supply; g!!f<!fili� � ir<licates high 

quality. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE, Most turntables do not come 

supplied with a needle. 

BACK ISSUL The issue of Hi-fi Choice in which the onginal 

review appeared. 

SEMI-AIJlO, '100 share the m you put� on, �tal«> �off. 

SPEEDS, In RPM to cooespond with your platters. 

SUSPENDED SUBCHASSIS, Sprung suspension to minimise 

TURNTABLES 

SUPPLIED WITH ARMo Many turntables require a separate ann to 

be fitted; rr no' lhis Jells you so. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the factsback information page. 

Product Price(£) Comments • • • • • • • • • • 

Alphason· Sonata 835 Good sound in all areas - bass. clarity and neutrality all in top class (tested with HR100S MCS) 
Clearaudio Reference 2,50Q_ Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold 

DNM Rota 2 _!!l i!Q_ Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table 

Dual CS503-2 170 Coarse and woolly sound - not inoffensive, but bettered by the CS-505-3 

Oual 505-4 UK 200 Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in oomph 
Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,200 (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended 

Linn LP12 Basik 1,050 Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank 

Linn LP12 Lingo 1,750 The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains 

Michell Gyrodek 765 Sweet and natural sounding player, well matched to Rega RB300 arm 

Notts Analogue Spacedeck/Arm1.125 No frills, just a first rate, outstandingly natural sounding deck that will last forever 

Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,980 Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 Don't think of this as a mid price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled down Oracle Delphi -it's that good 

Rega Planar 2 214 A remarkable product at the price, surprismgly arttculate and confident 

Rega Planar 3 274 The '3 (with RB300 arm) sounds mustcal m a balanced and coherent manner. needs decent isolation 

Rega Planar 9 1,598 Featuring the RB900 arm and a ceramic plinth this deck puts Rega into contention with the best decks available 
Reson RSl 675 Supplied set-up and ready-tuned, this unconventional deck is packed wtth mtd-band detail 

Rivelin Eclipse 1,100 Tested with SME 309. Tends to simply things and add a slightly ragged edge to the proceedings 

Roksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 890 Elegant looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight 

SME Model 20A 4,631 Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval 

Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Uptempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

Systemdek 2X2 499 Neutral, flexible and dynamic deck that begs to be used with a good arm and cartridge 

Thorens TD166 VIIUK!RB 300 Refmed and soltd sound wtth well focussed imagery; SUitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartndges 

Thorens TD2001 700 Bala�enience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled 

Thorens TD3001/UK 770 Excellent middle ranking esoterica, with strong all-round abilities rather than excellence in particular � 

Voyd 0.5 � Cross between standard and Reference Voyds. Superb finish. colourtul and dynamic 

Voyd Reference 6,962 Voyd's flagship, equipped with three substatial motors, is a strong contender for world's best 

Well Tempered Record Player 1 ,800 Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi 
Choice review or needed some sound 

independent advice to make up that 
'Best Buy' system? Factsback is a personal 
service designed to help you navigate the 
ever-increasing list of available products. 
Now, our reprints are instantly available to 

you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 hours a 
day. You get the review you need, just when 
you need it. International readers can order 

copies of reviews (£1.50 per page with a 
credit card) by calling Starcomm on 44 1132 
940600 

How much will it cost? 

33 • • • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 33/45 • 

works 

The cost of our easy-ro-use service is 45p per 

minute off-peak and 50p per minute at all other 

times. The pages you will receive have been 

designed to keep user costs to a minimum. The 

Factsback system was put together by 0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax 
machine. The handset must be switched ro 'tone'. 
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Starcomm Ltd S (01132) 940600 

CALL 0891 616518 
f) Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specific documents by a known document number from 
the keypad of your fax machine. 
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€) Facrsback delivers your choice of documents ro your fax 
machine complete with coversheet. 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS 

Acoustic Energy • tel 0181 840 6305 • lax 0181 579 1761 
ADT • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Advent • Entel Ltd • tel 01483 425702 
Adyton • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Air Tangent • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Aiwa UK • tel 0990 902902 • lax 0181 564 9446 • Dealers 2000+ 
Akai (UK) • tel 0181 897 6388 • lax 0181 897 1508 • Dealers 250 
AKG • Harman Audio UK • tel 0181 207 5050 • lax 0181 207 4572 • Dealers 30 
Alamo • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 50 
Alchemist Products • tel 0181 883 3008 • lax 0181 883 1160 
Allison Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 • lax 01484 607774 
Alphason • tel 01942 678000 • lax 609913 • Dealers 700 
Apollo Hi-Fi Furniture • tel 0121 520 5070 • lax 0121 522 2055 
AMC • Campus International • tel 01494 431290 
Arcam • A&R Cambridge • tel 01223 440964 • fax 01223 863384 • Dealers 211 
Arion • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • fax 018687 48281 
Ariston • Hi-li Direct· tel 0171 827 9827 • fax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Art Audio • tel 0115 965 3604 • lax 0115 963 7795 
Atacama • Sambell Engineering • tel 01455 283251 
ATC Loudspeaker Technology • tel 01285 760561 • lax 01285 760683 • Dealers 25 
ATD • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Audio Alchemy • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Audio Innovations • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Audio Note • Audio Note UK • tel 01273 220511 • fax 01273 731498 • Dealers 15 
Audio Physic • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • lax 01359 240687 
Audio Research • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 
Audio Synthesis • tel 01943 600404 • lax 01943 600383 
Audio Technica • tel 0113 2771441 • lax 0113 2704836 • Dealers 100 
Audiolab • Cambridge Systems Technology • tel 01480 52521 • lax 01480 52159 
Audiomeca • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Audiophile Furniture • tel 01342 826262 
Audioquest • A&R Cambridge • tel 01223 440964 • lax 01223 863384 
Audiostatic • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
Audiovector • T he Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • lax 01722 411388 
Aura • B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 
AVI • AV International • tel 01453 765682 • lax 01453 752777 • Dealers 23 

B&O • Bang & Olufsen UK • tel 01734 692288 • fax 01734 693388 • Dealers 167 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 • Dealers 400 
Bandridge • tel 0181 543 3633 
Basis • RT Services • tel 01235 813058 
Benz-Micro • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
Beyerdynamic • tel 01273 479411 • lax 01273 471825 • Dealers 300 
Blue Room • B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 
Bose UK • tel 01795 475341 • lax 01795 427227 • Dealers 496 
Boston Acoustics • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01494 890277 
Bravura • Thomas Transducers • tel 01732 851408 
Bryston • Professional Monitor Co • tel 01923 249119 • lax 01923 249219 

Cable Talk • tel 01252 373434 • lax 01252 371818 
Cambridge Audio • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Canon Audio • tel 01256 841300 • lax 01256 841333 
Castle Acoustics • tel 01756 795333 • lax 01756 795335 • Dealers 264 
CAT • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Celestion International • tel 01473 322222 • lax 01473 729662 • Dealers 200 
Cerwin Vega • CSE Administration • tel 01423 359054 • lax 01423 359058 • Dealers 98 
Chimera International Amplification • tel 0181-441 1951 
Chord • T he Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • tax 01722 411388 • Dealers 210 
Chord Electronics • tel 01622 764874 • lax 01622 764874 
Classe Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Clearaudio • Heatherdale Audio • tel 01903 261213 
Clements • Wollaton Audio • tel 0115 928 4147 
Concordant • Sambell Engineering • tel 01455 283251 
Conrad-Johnson • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 
Copland • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 32 
Counterpoint • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Credo • Townshend Audio • tel 01784 455866 
Creek Audio• tel 0181 361 4133 • fax 0181 361 4136 • Dealers 40 
CR Developments • CR Developments • tel 01702 469055 • lax 01702 601883 
Crimson • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
Croft • Eminent Audio • tel 0121 373 1442 • lax 0121 377 8309 

Dali • Audio Club • tel 0181 343 2082 • lax 0181 346 4925 
Dawn Audio • tel 01932 355040 • lax 01932 355041 
Day Sequerra • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181"9'"47"5"'0'"47' ·-f'ax'0" 1""81"8"' 7"9 "'79"'62,-------
Deadrock • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • lax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 
Denon • Hayden Laboratories • tel 01753 888447 • lax 01753 880109 • Dealers 350 
Densen • Russell Kauffman Distribution • tel 01582 561227 
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DNM • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
DPA Digital • tel 01222 795621 • lax 01222 794267 • Dealers 17 
Dual • RAM UK • tel 0161 973 0505 • lax 0161 905 1965 • Dealers 450 
Dynavector • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 

EAR • Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 • lax 01480 432006 
ECA Distribution • tel 0181 998 1086 • lax 0181 998 1086 • Dealers 5 
Eclipse • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Electrocompaniet • Esoteric Audio Imports • tel 01243 533030 • lax 01243 533030 
Electrostatic Research • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • lax 0181 395 0793 
EMF Audio • tel 0181 361 6734 • lax 0181 361 4136 
Epos Acoustics • tel 01705 407722 • lax 01705 400099 • Dealers 68 
Exposure Electronics • tel 01273 423877 • lax 01273 430619 

Faraday Sound • tel 01603 762967 
Fi-Rax • JEM Distribution • tel 01924 277626 
Forte Audio • Acoustic Energy • tel 0181 840 6305 • lax 0181 579 1761 
Fullers • Fuller's Audio • tel/fax 01702 612116 

Gale • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Gallo Acoustics • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Gamma Acoustics • tel 01753 526939 • lax 01753 526939 
Genelec • Project • tel 0171 359 0400 
Genexxa • lntertan • tel 01922 434000 • lax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 
Glanz • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 
GLL • Goodmans GLL • tel 01705 492777 • fax 01705 470875 • Dealers 250 
Goldring Products • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 • Dealers 100 
Goodmans Industries • tel 01705 673763 • lax 01705 664333 
G ra do • Goldring Products • tel 0""1"'2 8ei-4-'<7"'0 1-,-1 0-" 1--·'""'t' ax'-"0""12""'8;-;- 4 -:,:7 5"'0"'04'" 0- ·'D,_ e--, a le_ r_s 5"'0:----

Graham • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Grant Amplifiers • tel 01705 837392 
Grundig International • tel 01788 577155 • lax 01788 562354 
GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 

Harbeth Acoustics • tel 01444 440955 • lax 01444 440688 
Harman/Kardon • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
Helius Designs • tel 01386 830083 • Dealers 5 + direct 
Heybrook Hi-fi • tel 01579 342866 • lax 01579 342833 • Dealers 75 
H0rning • Definitive Audio • tel 0115 981 3562 

Impulse Loudspeakers • tel 0181 766 0474 • lax 0181 766 0468 • Dealers 11 
Infinity • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
lnteraudio • Bose UK • tel 01795 475341 • lax 01795 427227 
lxos • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • lax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 

Jadis • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Jamo UK • tel 01327 301300 • lax 01327 300511 • Dealers 300+ 
JBL • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 
Jecklin • May Audio Marketing (UK) • tel 01943 864930 • lax 01943 863814 
John Shearne • tel 01438 740953 
Jordan Watts Acoustics • tel 0181 985 1646 • lax 0181 986 0112 
JPW Loudspeakers • tel 01752 607000 • lax 01752 607001 • Dealers 200 
JVC UK • tel 0181 450 3282 • fax 0181 208 3038 • Dealers 5000 

KAL UK • tel 01303 245005 • lax 01303 221736 
KEF Audio • tel 01622 672261 • lax 01622 672939 • Dealers 240 
Kenwood • Trio-Kenwood UK • tel 01923 816444 • lax 01923 819131 • Dealers 1000 
Keswick Audio Research • tel 01977 671823 • Dealers 13 
Kimber Kable • RATA • tel 01539 823247 • lax 01535 823317 
Kiseki • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 
KLH Audio Systems • tel 0147 833228 • lax 01473 833448 
Koetsu • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 20 
Koss • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • lax 0181 808 5599 
Krell • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 17 
Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Kudos • B&W Loudspeakers (UK Sales) • tel 01903 750750 • fax 01903 750694 
Kuzma • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 • Dealers 12 

LAT International • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • fax 0181 395 0793 
LFD • tel 01255 422533 • lax 01255 221370 • Dealers 7 
Linaeum • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Linn Products • tel 0141 644 5111. • lax 0141 644 4262 
Living Voice • Definitive Audio • tel 0115 981 3562 
London • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 
Lowther Voight • tel 0181 300 9166 
Lumley Reference • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Luxman • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Lynwood Electronics • tel 01709 873667 • Dealers 25 
Lyra • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 � 
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MAG Audio (UK) • tel 0181 555 1222 
Magnepan • Audionord UK • tel 01235 813058 
Magnum • Hailey Audio • tel 01992 442425 • Dealers 6 
Magnum-Dynalab • Reference Imports • tel 01435 868004 • lax 01435 864481 
Mana Acoustics • tel 0181 868 2788 • lax 0181 429 0118 
Manticore Audio Visual • tel 01767 318437 • Dealers 5 + direct 
Marantz Hi-li UK • tel 01753 680868 • lax 01753 680428 • Dealers 200+ 
Mark Levinson • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Martin-Togan-;;Alisolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 2lf-

Matisse • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 
Maxell UK • tel 01923 777171 
Mclntosh • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Meridian Audio • tel 01480 434334 • lax 01480 432948 • Dealers 98 
Metaxas • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 
Michell Engineering • tel 0181 953 0771 • Dealers 8 
Michi • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 18 
Micro-Seiki • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Micromega DA • tel 0181 502 1416 • lax 0181 502 1438 • Dealers 104 
Minstrel • Quantum Audio • tel 01563 571122 • lax 01563 571133 
Mission • Centrallorce • tel 01480 451777 • lax 01480 432777 • Dealers 259 
Monitor Audio • tel 01223 242898 • lax 01223 214532 • Dealers 45 
Monrio • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 
Monster • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 181 
Mordaunt Short • tel 01705 407722 • lax 01705 400099 • Dealers 200 
Morel • Clere Electronics • tel 01635 297717 • lax 01635 297717 
Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 30 
Musical Fidelity • tel 0181 900 2866 • lax 0181 900 2983 • Dealers 145 
Musical Technology • tel 01494 793137 
Myryad Systems • tel 01705 265508 • lax 01705 231407 

NAD Marketing • tel 0181 343 3240 • lax 0181 346 4925 • Dealers 380 
Nairn Audio • tel 01722 332266 • faxOI722 412034 • Dealers 70 
Nakamichi • B&W Loudspeakers (UK Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • lax 01903 750694 
Neat Hi-Fi • tel 01325 460812 • Dealers 15 
Nottingham Analogue • tel 01773 762947 • lax 01773 533566 • Dealers 4 
NVA • tel 01763 272707 • lax 01763 271694 • Dealers 3 

Onix Electronics • tel 01273 517358 
Onkyo UK • tel 0181 343 2082 • lax 0181 346 4925 • Dealers 120 
Orelle Hi-li • tel 0181 908 4126 • Dealers 30 
Origin Live • tel 01703 442183 • Dealers 25 
Ortofon UK • tel 01753 888949 • lax 01753 889636 • Dealers 200 

Panasonic UK • tel 0990 357357 • lax 01908 681931 • Dealers 3000+ 
Papworth Audio Technology • tel 01480 830345 
Partington • tel 01322 383712 
Pentachord Loudspeakers • tel 0181 788 2228 • Dealers Direct 
Perception • Kinshaw Electronics • tel 01209 715878 • lax 01209 711939 
Philips Consumer Electronics • tel 0181 689 2166 • Dealers 5000+ 
Pickering Cartridges • tel 01904 642463 • lax 01904 652225 
Pink Triangle Projects • tel 0171 703 5498 • Dealers 47 
Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) • tel 01753 789564 • lax 01753 789536 • Dealers 500 
Polk Audio • tel 01727 827311 • lax 01727 827284 • Dealers 104 
Posselt • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 
Pro-ject • Ortolon UK • tel 01753 888949 • lax 01753 889636 • Dealers 70 
Proac • DNA Marketing • tel 01403 753180 • lax 01403 753181 • Dealers 19 
Professional Monitor Co • tel 01923 249119 • lax 01923 249219 • Dealers 12 +direct 
PS Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 

QED Audio Products • tel 01276 451166 • lax 01276 452211 • Dealers 150+ 
QLN UK • tel 01352 730251 • lax 01352 730251 
Quad Electroacoustics • tel 01480 52561 • lax 01480 413403 • Dealers 130 
Quadraspire • 01634 296615 • Dealers 50 
RCF Electronics • tel 01268 570808 • lax 01268 570809 
RA Labs • RDL Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 • Dealers 4 + direct 
Realistic-�iitertan • let 01922 434000 • lax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 
Rega Research • tel 01702 333071 • lax 01702 432427 • Dealers 54 
Rehdeko • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
REL Acoustics • tel 01656 766093 • Dealers 80 
Reson • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
RevolverDIC�-�eT0161 973 0505--;. lax 0161 905 1965 
Richard Alien Loudspeakers • tel 01274 872442 
Rivelin Audio • Sonic Link • tel 01332 674929 • lax 01332 361390 
Rogers • Swisstone Electronics • tel 0181 640 2172 • Dealers 100+ 
Roksan • Centralforce • tel 01480 451777 • lax 01480 432777 
Rose Industries • tel 01235 847023 • Dealers 10 
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Ross Consumer Electronics • tel 01703 666363 • lax 01703 666190 
Rotel • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 • lax 01908 322704 • Dealers 232 
Royd Loudspeakers Co • tel 01952 290700 • lax 01952 290190 • Dealers 65 
Ruark • tel 01702 601410 • lax 601414 

Sansui UK • tel 01204 700139 
SD Acoustics • tel 0181 399 6308 • lax 0181 399 6308 
Sennheiser UK • tel 01628 850811 • lax 01628 850958 • Dealers 850 
Sentec • MAG Audio (UK) • tel 0181 555 1222 
Shahinian • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 • Dealers 15 
Sharp Electronics (UK) • tel 0161 205 2333 
Shearne Audio • tel 01438 740953 • lax 01438 740995 
Sherwood • Hi-li Direct • tel 0171 827 9827 • lax 0171 827 9009 • Dealers 23 
Shun Mook • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 
Shure • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • lax 0181 808 5599 
Siltech • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
SME • tel 01903 814321 • lax 01903 814269 • Dealers 125 
Sonic Frontiers • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
SonicLink • Audiokits • tel 01332 674929 
Sonus-Faber • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 30 
Sony United Kingdom • tel 0181 784 1144 
Sound Organisation • Gold ring • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 
Sound-Lab • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 
Soundstyle • Goldring Products • tel 01284 701101 • lax 01284 750040 • Dealers 170 
Spendor Audio Systems • tel 01323 843474 • Dealers 17 -----

Spica • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 
Stands Unique • tel 01933 461058 
Stanton • Lamba Electronics plc• tel 017278 40527 • lax 017278 37811 
Stax • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Stemfoort Audio • Audio Synergy • tel 01924 406016 • l'i' ax=-:;0;,-1""'92'"'"4�41�0=06=9-
Sugden • Audio Synergy • tel 01924 406016 • lax 01924 410069 • Dealers 12 
Sumiko • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • lax 01494 461209 
Sumo • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 942 6241 • lax 0181 395 0793 
System Audio • The Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • lax 01722 411388 
Systym • Systemdek • tel 01294 271251 • lax 01294 277095 

Tannoy • tel 01236 420199 • lax 01236 428230 • Dealers 400 
Tara Labs • Acoustic Energy • tel 01285 654432 • lax 01285 654430 
Target Audio Products • tel 01582 401244 
TDL Electronics • tel 01628850111 • lax 01628 850�13::=0-.::•::CD� ea"'le;:-:rs:_;2:c_7:::_4 ____ _ 
Teac UK • tel 01923 819630 • lax 01923 236290 -� Dealers 200 
Technics • Panasonic UK • tel 0990 357357 • lax 01908 681931• Dealers 2000 
Tesserac Research • tel 0181 669 0011 • lax 0181 773 0406 
Theta • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 
Thiel • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 • lax 01483 454992 
Thorens • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01494 890277 
Thule • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • lax 01277 224103 
Totem • May Audio Marketing (UK) • tel 01943 864930 • lax 01943 863814 • Dealers 6 
Townshend Audio • tel/fax 0181 979 2155 
Transfiguration • Reference International • tel 01435 868004 
Transparent Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879"7962 ___ _ _ _ 
Triangle • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Trichord Research • tel 01684 573524 • lax 01684 577380 
Tube Technology • tel 01932 850354 

UKD-Opera • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652669 
Unison Research • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652669 

Wadia • Woodstock • tel 01865 883535, lax 01865 881012 
Well Tempered • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 • 01665 830051 
Wliarfedale LoUdspeakers -;-iel 0113 2601222 • lax 0113 2600267 
Wheaton • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • lax 0181 948 4250 
Wilson • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • lax 0181 879 7962 • Dealers 7 
Woodside Electronics • tel 01934 520248 

Yamaha Electronics UK • tel 01923 233166 • lax 01923 244930 
YBA • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • lax 018687 48281 
Yoshino • tel 01480 467788 

Zeta • Moth Marketing • tel 01234 741152 • Dealers 50 
zyp • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • lax 01444 461510 • Dealers 2 + direct 
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BATH/BRISTOL 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
Tel (0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-R care
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. ll1ill1i 
PAUL GREEN HI-FI LTD, c/o Harper Furnishings, 
Kensington Showrooms, London Road, Bath BAt 
6AD. Tel (01225) 316197. Technics, Denon, Sony, 
Rotel, AVI, Quad, Rogers, Mission, Tannoy, Aura and 
many many more. 2 demo rooms, home demos, 
appointments required, service dept, free install, 
home trial. Access, Visa, lnt free credit, instant 
credrt. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5, closed Monday. 
RADFORDS, 12 James Street West, Bath, BA 1 
2BX. Tel (01225) 446245 (Contact lain Marshal!). 
Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected 
to offer outstanding sound and picture quality, 
whatever your budget. Staff who care about what 
they sell and have the abilrty and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. ll1ill1i 
RADFORDS, 10-12 Gloucester Road, Bristol. Tel 
(0117) 944 1010 (Contact Chris Tuck). Premier 
HiFi & Home Cinema, carefully selected to offer 
outstanding sound and picture quality, whatever 
your budget. Staff who care about what they 
sell and have the ability and knowledge to 
demonstrate the differences. Full workshop, 
delivery, installation and part-exchange facilities 
available. ll1ill1i 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728. Major 
new brands join our select group of products 
from reliable, high-qualrty suppliers with interna
tional reputations who are dedicated to sound 
and build quality. We have many customers 
thrilled that they discovered these superb per
formers rather than the magazines' favourites. 
Believe your own ears in your home where you 
can best judge the benefits. We aim for long-term 
satisfaction, not just a quick sale. Ask about our 
ex-dem and mint used items. Brands: Lumley 
(valve amps and speakers), RESTEK, Copland, 
Audio Synthesis DAX2, Michell,  Orelle, 
Enlightened Audio Design, Kora, Tube Technology, 
CAT, Chameleon, Magnum Dynalab, 
Stratosphere, M0rch, Graham, Sumiko, 
Transfiguration, Spendor, Keswick, Mirage, 
Harbeth, NEAT, Sequence, Air Pods, cables -
Silver Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM, Sonic Link. 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol B59 
1 EJ. Tel (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, AVI, Acoustic 
Energy, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue 
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Pink Triangle, 
Pro-Ac, Michell, REL, Ruark, Sansui, SME 
(inc20A), Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Wadia. 
Dems by appt only, home trial facilities, free 
installation, service facilities.Access, Visa. For full 
product listing please see Dealer Guide. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, Bedford, 
Tel (01234) 365165. Stockists of Arcam, 
Audioquest, Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth, 
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-jec� REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, 
Thorens, Van den Hul & more! Hi-Fi Listening 
Room. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30 

BERKSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall, 
Reading. (0118) 958 5463. Fax (0118) 956 6417. 
Great value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
B&W, Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, Rotel, 
Royd, Yamaha and many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 
3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery and 
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home 
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest free 
credrt on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home 
Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded ll1ill1i 
B&B HI-FI, 11-12 Market Place, Reading, 
Berikshire, RG1 2EG. Tel (01734) 583730. Aiwa, 
Denon, Kenwood, Mission, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics. Free installation, 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit Facilities 
including interest free credit subject to status. 
9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5.30. Also at: Bracknell, 
Maidenhead, High Wycombe, Newbury. 
FRASERS, Unit 32 Observatory Centre, High 
Street, Slough, Berks, SL 1 1 LE. Tel (01753) 
531875. Stockists of Pioneer, JVC, Denon, 
Yamaha, Mission, TDL, KEF, Quad, NAD, Onkyo. 
Sound and vision demonstration room, service 
dept, free installation. Access/Visa/Arnex/Diners. 
Instant credrt and interest free credit. Open Mon
Sat 9-5.30. 

BIRMINGHAM 
SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, 
Nr Walsall W. Midlands, Tel (01922) 493499/ 
473499. Audio equipment from leading and spe
cialist brands on two floors, with 3 demo floors, 
home trials, home cinema with instore demo the
atre, evening demo's by appointment. In house 
service dept. Mail order avail. lnt free credit sub
ject to status.Open 6 days 9am - 6pm.Late night 
friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free 
installation is what makes Sound Academy the 
Midlands most exdusive Hi-Fi studio. 
FOR FULL PRODUCT LISTING SEE ADVERT IN THE 
DEALER GUIDE ll1ill1i 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham. 
Tel (0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please 
see full en!fY under Wst Midlands 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
NORTHWODD AUDIO 11, 98 Cambridge St, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1 BA. Tel. (01296) 28790 
(NP). Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio 
Meca, Aura, Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord Company, Denon, D.P.A., 
Exposure, Grado, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, KEF. 
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, 
Moth, Musical Technology, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink 
Triangle, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Rose, Rotel, Royd, 
Ruarik, Systemdek, Tannoy, TDL, Teac, Thorens. 
NOBODY EVER REGRETIED PURCHASING THE 
BEST. Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. 
Credit facilities available. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge 
CB4 3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our mai� 
under Hertfordshire. ll1ill1i 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. 
Tel (01223) 354237. Acoustic Energy, Mission
Gyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon, Meridian, Ruark, 
ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 3 dems, 1 single speaker. 
Home trial, free install, Service Departmen� 
Access, Arnex, Credit. Open 9-5.30. liliiiiOI 

CHESHIRE 
ACDUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 
(01244) 344227. All that's best in Hi-Fi from 
Arcam, Audiolab, Linn, Michell, Nairn, Rega, 
Rotel, Royd, Ruarik, Teac and many more. Multi 
room systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demon
stration facilities, home demonstrations and 
installations a pleasure. We offer the best prod
ucts, the best service and the best sounds. Open 
Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by appointment. 

Members of lhe British Audio 
Dealers Association are able to 
offer: 

e Two year guarantee, trans-

ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 

move more than 30 miles from his/her original 

address 
e low cost five year guarantee 

option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more information, contact BADA on 

lll ( 0171) 226 4044 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham. 
Tel (01978) 364500. Arcam, Audio Alchemy, 
Base, B&W, Cannon, Castle, Celestion, Denon, 
Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mission, 
Mordaunt-Short, Musical Rdelity, Myryad, NAD, 
Quad, Rotel, Rogers, Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy, 
TDL, Thorens, UKD, Unison, Yamaha and AV special
ists. Demonstration room , installation service. Easy 
pariking and motmvay access. Access, VISa etc. 
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. 
Tel (01625) 582704. Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Gyrus, KEF, Meridian, Mission, Quad, 
Rotel. For the very best in hi-fi separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist � 
interest free credrt. Visa, Access. Home trial. liliiiiOI 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887. Please see entry 
under Greater Manchester. ll1ill1i 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ Tel (01244) 345576. All that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to surt all 
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house worikshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. ll1ill1i 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
1 0-6. 3 de m rooms. Credit facilities. All credit 
cards. Total absence of bun·-. ll1ill1i 
CONGLETON HI·FI, 1/1 a Duke St, Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 1 AP Tel (01260) 297544. Arcam, 
B&W, Canon, Definitive, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn, 
Miller & Kreisel, NAD, Onix, Royd, Target, 
Yamaha, etc. Superb single speaker demo facili
ties, 3 listening rooms with one dedicated to 
Home Cinema. No appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation. 2 year guarantee on all 
equipment. Access, Visa. Credit facilities available 
on request. Open Mon-Sat ll1ill1i 
DOUG BRADY HI·FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington, WA 1 3NU. Phone 
(01925) 828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the 
widest range of high quality hi-f i  in the 
Northwest Family business est. 35 years. 3 dem 
rooms, incl home cinema, home trials; deliveries 
throughout NW; Access, Visa, Credit Facilities. 
Open 1 0-6; 6 days. Send for free map and/or 
5 page sale list ll1ill1i 
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Mrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel (0161) 929 0834. Open 
Mon-Sat 10-6 & later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Nairn, Quad, Royd, 
NAD, Denon plus selected others. Large range of 
qualrty accessories. On site service department. 
Installation & delivery. Home demonstrations 
a pleasure. 
THE HI·FI SHOWROOMS ,  12A West Sir, 
Congleton, Cheshire Tel (01260) 280017. 
Celestion, Creek, Exposure, Musical Fidelity, 
Nairn, Project, Rotel, Royd, Ruarik, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Thorens, UKD opera. 5 Dem Rooms, 
Home trial, Free install, Service dept. Access, 
Visa, Lombard Tricity. Open 9-5:30, Closed Wed. 
SWIFT Hi·Fi, St Ann's Parade, Wilmslow. 
Tel (01625) 526213. Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Caste, 
Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Mission, M-Short, NAD, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, 
Royd, Teac, Thorens, Technics. Open 1 0.00am-
6.00pm. Closed Wed. Dem room, Service Dept., 
Free Pariking. NO PRESSURE! Est: 1969. 

CLEVELAND . 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, 
Redcar, Cleveland T S10 3AN. Tel (01642) 
480723. Audio Innovations, Audio Note, Denon, 
Harman-Kardon, JBL, Michell, Ortofon, Pink 
Triangle, Rogers, Royd, Sonic Link, Teac, 
Thorens, Townshend etc. Dem Room. Appts nee. 
Home trial facilities, free installation, service dept. 
Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-5.30. Interest free 
credit. 
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CORNWALL 
SOUNDS PERFECTION , Nightree House, 
Mawgan, Helston, Cornwall, TR12 6AX. TeVFax 
{01326) 221372. Brands include Alchemist, 
Analysis, Arian, Audiomega, Audionote, Audio 
Spectrum, Cadence, Harrian, Kardon, Michell, 
Monitor Audio, Ortofon Phylosopy Cables, 
Parasound, Project, REL, SME, Thorens, Triangle, 
Trichord. Demonstration facilities by app. Home 
trials, friendly service available 7 days anytime. 

CUMBRIA 
MISONS SOUND & VISION, VICtoria Viadu� Garlisle, 
CA3 BAN. Tel (01228) 22620. Bang & Olufsen, Ouad, 
Exposure, Harbeth, Sugden, Gastle, Aura, B&W, Sony, 
NAD, Heybrook, Yamaha, Philips, Panasonic and many 
other fine brands. Demo surte, home trials, free instal
lation, service dept. Open 9-5 Mon to Sat. 

DEVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 156 Sidwell St, Exeter EX4 
6RT. Tel (01392) 491194. All that's best in hi-ft, 
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgable staff at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house worikshops, full credit facili
ties with interest free on selected items. Tues-Sat 
9.00-5.30. Closed Monday. ll1ill1i 
CHELSTON HI-FI 38 Walnut Road, Chelston, 
Torquay, Devon T Q2 6HS. Tel (01803) 606863. 
Where you can compare a range including 
Acoustic Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Creek, 
Denon, Heybrook, JPW, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony etc. Two 
dem rooms (including AV room 25 x 18ft.) Free 
installation. Free delivery up to 15 miles. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Credit facilities. 
9.30- 7.30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-6.00 Sat. 
RADFORDS, 28 Cowick Street, St T homas, 
Exeter, EX4 1 AL. Tel (01392) 218895 (Contact 
Peter Smith). Premier HiFi & Home Cinema, 
carefully selected to offer outstanding sound and 
picture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who 
care about what they sell and have the ability 
and knowledge to demonstrate the differences. 
Full workshop, delivery, installation and...J1ill1: 
exchange facilities available. I01il!li'l 
RADFORDS, 107 Cornwall Street, Plymouth, PL1 
1PA. Tel (01752) 226011(Contact Colin Massey). 
Premier HiR & Home Cinema, carefully selected to 
offer outstanding sound and picture qualrty, whatev
er your budget. Staff who care about what they sell 
and have the abilrty and knowledge to demonstrate 
the differences. Full worikshop, delivery, instalahon 
and part-exchange facilities available. ll1ill1i 

DORSET 
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel (01202) 764965. 8&0, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Targe� 
T DL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart Various credit facilities available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Poole, 
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 OAQ. Tel (01202) 
730865. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Gyrus, 
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,  
Micromega, Pioneer, Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 
Oem rooms. Listen to the available choice and 
decide at your leisure - no pressure, no obliga
tion. Our staff enjoy music, with our choice of 
products, you can too' Service Depertment. Free 
installation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, 
Amex; Diners card. Credit facilities available. 
Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6. ll1ill1i 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 336 Wimborne Road, 
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2HH. Tel 
(01202) 529988/520066. Arcam, B&W, Denon, 
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, 
Yamaha. Full dem facilities available, also home 
dem. Friendly expert advice. Service Department. 
Free installation. Home trial facilities. A� 
Visa, Amex. Open Mon-Fri 9-5.30. -



DORSET (CTD) 
SUTTONS HI·FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. Tel (01202) 555512. Linn, Arcam, 
Mission, Quad, Audiolab, Rote!, Yamaha, 
Denon,etc, 2 Single Speaker Listening Rooms, 
Home Demonstrations, Free Installations� 
Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for details. lirol!li1 
WEYMOUTH HI·FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset OT 4 8BA Tel (01305) 785729. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad, 
Sony, Technics, Yamaha. Oem room. Friendly pro
fessional advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in 
Weymouth area. Service Department. Free instal
lation. Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Switch, Delta Mastercard. Interest free credit. 
Instant cred�. Open Mon 9.30-5.30, Fri-Sat 9.30-
5.30 lirol!li1 

DOVER 
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LTD, DOVER HI 
A, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel (01304) 207562. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonic, Rote!, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics. NV Dem Room. Full service depart
ment. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Free installation. Credit to 
£1000. Access, Visa, Sw�h. Electron. Established 
24 years. Expert advice. Friendly service. 

DURHAM 
HI·FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Oarlington DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325) 
481418. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, 
Bang & Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rote!, 
Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 listening rooms. 
3 years guarantee. Free delivery and simple 
installation North Yorks/South Durham. Home 
cinema specialist. lirol!li1 

ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill, 
lllford, IG2 6Lil. (0181) 518-0915. Fax (0181) 554 
8463. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, Jamo, KEF, Linn, 
Marantz, Mission, Micromega, Monitor Audio, 
Rote!, Technics, Yamaha & many more. 
Tues/Thur/Fri 10-7. Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year 
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demonstra
tions. PX. Interest Free Cred� on selected items. 2 
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA 
Bonded. IZ'Iill 
RAYLEIGH HI·FI, 44a High Street, Rayleigh, 
Essex.  Tel (01268) 779762/747571. 216 
Moulsham St, On-the-Parkway, Chelmsford. 
(01245) 265245. 132-134 London Road, 
Southend-on-Sea. (01702) 435255. A&R, 
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Mission, Nairn, Quad, Rega, Roksan, 
Royd. 0% finance. Excellent audio visual range, 
home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, multi-room_§j)Et 
cialist. lirol!li1 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, 
Gloucester. Tel (01452) 300046. All  that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by 
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to su� all 
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, 
part exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. m:lll 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham, 
GL52 2RQ. Tel (01242) 583960. Fax (01242) 
226435. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Area m, 
Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Quad, Rote!, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. 
Sat 9.30.5.30. 3 year guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free 
delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exhcange. 
Interest Free Cred� on selected items. Li� 
room. BADA Bonded. m:lll 
THE RIGHT NOTE - see Bati1/Bristol. 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 
1AS. Tel (01256) 24311. Fax (Ot256) 24430. 
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Cyrus, Denon, Oynaudio, Llnn, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nairn, Quad, Rote!, 
Royd, Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 
9-5.50. 3 year guarantee on Hi-R. Free delivery & 
installation. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home 
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected �ems. Listening room. Home 
Cinema. BADA Bonded. m:lll 

DEALER 
Directory 

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-t2 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. Tel (Ot703) 
252827/265232. 3 hi-fi and 2 home cinema 
/Dolby surround sound demo studios. 'Winner for 
Southern England Sony/Hi-Fi News Dealer 
Awards.' Projection TV with 8' Screen. Thurs late 
eve, closed Mon (except in Dec). 2-year guaran
tee, service dept. on site, large free car park, 
junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5(M27), t2(M3), t3(M3) all 
within 3 miles. Est t969. BAOA Bonded. m:lll 
JEFFRIES HI-FI 29 London Road, Portsmouth. 
P02 OBH. Tel (Ot705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema 
and multi-room specialist. Range includes 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, 
Definitive Technology, Denon, Harbeth,Heybrook, 
KEF, Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, 
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sound Organisation, Sound 
Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. Open 
Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus route, 
credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. m:lll 
NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel St., Portsmouth. 
Tel (Ot705) 8tt230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Marantz, 
Kenwood, Mission, T.D.L, REL, Attacama and 
much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists. 
Accesory centre at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. 
Tel (Ot705) 8tt6t8. 
SEXTONS, 8t High Street, Aldershot, Hants GU11 
tBY. Tel (Ot252) 20728 Fax (Ot252) 319635. 
Most major manufacturers stocked including 
Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, Technics, B&W, NAD, 
and Yamaha. Two demonstration lounges includ
ing full Home Cinema suite. Knowledgable staff 
offer a friendly unbiased service. Monday to 
Saturday 9.00 to 6.00. Access, Visa, Amex and 
Switch accepted. Mail order service also 
available. 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford 
HR4 ODE. Tel (Ot432) 35508t. Arcam, A.T.C., 
Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, 
Exposure, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, 
Musical Technology, Nairn, Nakamichi, Pink 
Triangle, Pioneer, REL, Rote!, Ruark, Shearne, 
Stax, Systemdek, Quad, TDL., Yamaha and others. 
Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. Free install. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit arranged.Open 
Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. m:lll 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD, tOt St Albans Rd, 
Watford, Herts. Tel (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 
230798 Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, 
Bose, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland, 
Denon, KEF, Magneplanar, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Michell, Micromega, Orelle, PS Audio, 
Professional Mo�or, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus 
Faber, Sonic Link, TDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio. 
Cred� available, 1 00 yards from Watford Junction 
station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5:30 (Thursday open 
until 8pm). m:lll 
THE AUDIO ALE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Storttord, 
Herts CM23 2DW. Tel (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Nairn, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, 
Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit m:lll 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS 6 Market Place, St. 
Albans, Herts. Tel (Ot727) 851596. 
Hertfordshire's premier Hi-FIIAudioVisual special
ists est. 1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration 
suite. Whether your needs are large or small, we 
stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon, 
Musical Fidel�, Sony, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer, 
Nokia, REL, JVC, JBL, TDL, KEF, Mission, Ruark, 
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning 
service, free delivery and basic installation. Full 
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. m:lll 
HAILEY AUDIO Ltd, 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertford SG13 ?PG. Tel (01992) 442425, Fax 
(01992) 448387. Enjoy choosing your system in 
one of our three listening rooms. Relax with cof
fee or something from the bar. Demonstrations 
include Lexicon CP3 with THX surround sound 
with the guaranteed deepest, tightest bass avail
able. Choose your hi-fi (top valves and MOS
FETS), LD, CDi etc in a realistic domestic environ
ment. Brands include; REL, AC Magnum, CR 
Devs, Rote!, Celestion, Micromega, Lumley 
Reference, Acoustic Energy, Royd, JPW, Sonic 
Link, Harmon, etc. We deliver anywhere in the UK 
for home aud�ion, or mail order, Access, Visa etc. 

STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP Tel (01582) 764246, 
Fax (01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, 
AV!, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Caslle, Chord Co, 
Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Technology, NAD, Nairn Audio, Nakamichi, 
Panasonic, Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target, TDL. Single Speaker 
Demonstration room. Free installation. Service 
dept. Access, Visa, Switch, Amex. Open 9am-
5.30pm Mon-Sat. m:lll 

HUMBERSIDE 
ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull.  
Tel (01482) 587397. "Comfortable listening 
rooms; Home dems; Personal, friendly service; 
Free installations. Agencies indude: Arcam, Aura, 
Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Note, Audion, 
Alchemist, B&W, Cable Talk, The Chord Company, 
D.PA., Densen, Denon, EAR., Exposure, Harbeth, 
Heybrook, Impulse, KEF, Michell, Micromega, 
Monitor Audio, Mordaunt-Short, Myryad, NAD, 
NAIM, Pioneer, REL, Rehdeko, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, 
Shearne Audio, Stands Unique, Sugden, Spendor, 
Sonic Link, T E AC, T DL, Tube Technology, 
Vivanco ... and many others." 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI·FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female 
any age, to share common interest in, musical 
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Roorn or Horne 
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual 
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service or 
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441. m:lll 
HALKSWORTH WH EELER, 85 King Street, 
Maidstone ME14 1 BG. Tel (01622) 756756. Bang 
& Olufsen, Bose, Denon, Grundig, JVC, Jamo, 
KEF, Mordaunt Short, Marantz, NAD, Onkyo, 
Panasonic, QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Technics, 
Target. Hi-Fi, Home Cinema, Multi-Room Custom 
Installation Specialists Part Exchange, Service 
Dept Full Rnance Facilities. 
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 34 Guildhall Street, 
Folkestone Tel (01303) 255688. See above entry. 
LINN STUDIO, 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent, 
CT17 9AP. Tel (01304) 201525, Fax: 01304 
240135. Sondek LP12*, Knekt*, Karik*, Kairn*, 
Klout*, Kremlin*, Keltik*, Kaber*, Keiledh*, 
Numerik*, Tukan*, Wakonda*, Majik*, Mimik', 
LK100*, Ekos*, Kudos*, Arkiv*, Brilliant*, Lingo*, 
Valhalla*, Sekrit*, Aktiv* . . .  Dream systems for 
everyone from £2000 to £30000+. A new dealer
ship from a specialist family business, estab
lished in 1948. Outstanding service and facilities. 
Multi-room specialist. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, t26 High St, 
Beckenham, Kent BR3 1 EO, Tel (018t) 663 3777, 
Fax (Ot8t) 663 3555. Email: sales@musical
images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the Year. Home 
Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi-room specialists. Main 
authorised dealers for over t 00 brands. Interest 
free cred� anywhere in the UK, subject to status. 
Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstration rooms 
throughout Musical Images, including projectors 
and big screen TVs. Professional home installa
tion and design consultancy. Part exchange, ser
vice and repairs. Active Musical Images Club. 
Open all week including Sundays. t Oam� 
(t Oam-4pm Sundays.) lili] lirol!li1 
UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union Street, 
Maidstone MEt4 tED. Tel (Ot622) 676703. 
5 minutes from M20. T hree superb hi fi and 
home cinema demonstration rooms. Most lead
ing brands. Home survey and set up. Friendly and 
interested staff. Interest free credit and credit 
cards. "The best place in town for hi fi and home 
cinema." Bada Bonded. m:lll 
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. Tel (Ot303) 
256860. Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha. 
Dem and home trial facilities, free local install. 
No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, Diners, 
Visa, Access, Interest free credit, Instant cred�. 
Mon-Sat 9-6. m:lll 
V J HI-FI, tt9 High Street Margate. Tel (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry . m.1i1.i1 

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, t3t Friargate, Preston, 
Lanes PAt 2EE. Tel (Ot772) 253057 Fx (01772) 
56273t. All that's best in Hi-R carefully selected 
and demonstrated by friendly knowledgeable 
staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credit facilities with interest free 
on selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 
Closed Mon. m:111 
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CLEARTONE, 235 Blackbum Road (1/2 mile from 
city centre on the A 666 Blackburn Road), Bolton, 
Lanes BLt 8HB. Tel (Ot204) 53t423. Bolton's 
biggest Hi-Fi superstore . .EYID top brand & all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, 
Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, 
Celestion, Denon, Hltachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Meridan, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, 
Tannoy, T DL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 NV Demo 
rooms, no appointments necessary. Service 
department, free installation, home trial facilities. 
free parking. Access, Visa, Arnex, Diners. Interest 
free cred�. Open Mon - Wed t 0.00-6.00, Thurs -
Fri 10.00-7.00, Sat 9.00-6.00, Sun tt.00-5.00. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LEt 5EW. Tel: (Ott6) 2539753. 
Fax (Ott6) 2626097. Alchemist, Arcam, Aura, 
B&W, Copland, Harman Kardon, KEF, Marantz, 
Michell, Mission Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, Pink 
Triangle, Quad, Roksan, Rote!, Sonus Faber, 
Technics, Yamaha and more too numerous to 
mention. 2 Dem rooms. We can demonstrate, 
deliver and install. Credit Facilities. All cards 
taken, 6 days 9.30-5.30 m:lll 
LISTEN INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester., LEt 5AW 
Tel (Ot16) 262 3754 Fax (Ot16) 262 3758. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Cable Talk, Chord Co. Denon, 
Epos, Hey brook, KEF, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn AV5t, 
Micromega, Myryad, Projekt Furniture, Rega, 
Rote!, Royd, Multiroom Design and Installation 
Service.4 Listening Rooms. Home 
Demonstrations and Free installations. Finance 
available. Open 6 days t 0.00-5.30. m:lll 
STEREO SHACK, t-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. 
Tel (Ott6) 2530330. Fax (Ot16) 2626097. 
Yamaha, Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, 
Cerwin Vega, Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL, Rote!, 
Celestion, Jamo and many more. We are A. V. 
specialists, 2 dem rooms. We can demonstrate, 
deliver & install. Credit facilities and all cards 
taken. 6 days 9.30-5.30. 
WILMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Main St, Broughton 
Astley, Leicester LE9 6RD. Tel (Ot455) 286603. 
Suppliers of high quality loudspeaker kits, drive 
un�. acoustic sound damping, cross-overs, and 
components. ATC, Dynaudio, KEF, More!, 
Peerless, Scanspeak, Seas. All major credit cards 
taken. Open 9-5.30 Mon-Fri, 9-1 Saturday. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford, 
Lines PE9 2AJ. Tel (Ot780) 62t28. Aiwa, Denon, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator 
demonstrations, on two floors, part exchange Hi
Fi purchased for cash. No appointments neces
sary, home trial facilities, free installation, service 
department. Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, 
finance available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
Thursdays. 

LONDON 
AUDITORIUM, tt9 Middlesex St, Bishops Gate, 
London Et 7 JF. Tel (Ot7t) 247 5000; Fax (017t) 
247 0990. 2 m ins walk from Liverpool St station. 
Friendly and professional advice on all your hi-fi, 
home cinema and television requirements. 
Experienced engineers for all your multi-room 
and multi-broadcast installation needs. Range 
includes Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus, Denon, 
KEF, Micromega, Mission, Nairn Audio, Neat 
Acoustics, Pioneer, REL, Shahinian. Mon-Fri 
t 0.30am-7.00pm; Sat tt.OOam-4.00pm. 
AUDIO T, t90 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 tSQ (0171) 794 7848. Fax (017t 
43t-3570. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Nakamichi, NAD, 
Proac, Rote!, Technics, Yamaha & many more. 
Tues-Sat t0-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year 
guarantee on Hi-R. Free delivery & installation. 
30 day free upgrade scheme. Home 
demonstrations. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. BADA 
bonded. m:lll 



BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 24S Lee High 
Road, Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. Tel (01S1) 
31S 5755/01S1-S52 1321. Arcam, Denon, 
Marantz, Linn, Mission, Gyrus, Nairn, Nakamichi, 
Quad, Rega, etc. 2 domestic slyle listening 
lounges. Appts required, service dept, home 
trial facilities, lnt. free credit, instant credit. 
Access, Visa. Open Mon-Sat 1 0-6.30, Closed 
Thurs. li1.ilil'i1 
THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street 
Fitzrovia, London W1P 1HH. Tel (0171) 631 0472, 
Fax (0171) 436 7165. Open Tues-Sat 10-6, 1 0-7 
Thurs. The specialists for the highest qualily of 
sound, for one room or many more. Friendly 
advice, full delivery and installation service 
available. 2 listening rooms (appointments 
preferred), service department. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Switch. Worldwide mail order service. 
Brands include; ATC, AVI, Arcam, Mark 
Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Nakamichi, Rega, Royd, 
Audio Alchemy and many more . . .  We are simply 
the best CORNFLAKE SHOP in the world. 
GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, 190a New 
North Rd, London N1. Tel (0171) 226 5500. 
Winner Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
19S6/S9/90. "One of the 5 best hi-fi shops in the 
wortd". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem 
rooms, service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR 
APPOINTMENT. li1.ilil'i1 
HI-FI & COMPONEN TS, S4 Battersea Rise, 
London, SW11 1EH. Tel (0171) 223 1110. ESTAB
LISHED 31 years. Beyer, Celestion, Denon, Dual, 
Gemini, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, Jamo, 
Kenwood, NAD, Ortofon, Rotel, Sennheiser, 
Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, Wharfedale, etc. Appts 
nee, Service Dept. Access, Visa, Diners, Amex, 
Open 10-6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Line 
0171-580 3535 24 hour, Fax 0171-436 4733. 
Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, 
Heybrook, Harman, IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, TDL, 
Yamaha. S listening rooms, 3 years guarantee. 
Free delivery and simple installation (M25 p� 
ery), home cinema specialist. li1.ilil'i1 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston
upon- T hames. Tel (01S1) 943 3530. For full 
details see entry under SURREY. li1.ilil'i1 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St, London, 
W1M 7LH. Tel (0171) 4S6 S262/63. Fax (0171) 
487 3452. Most established brands stocked. Two 
Hi-R and two Home Cinema dem' studios Appts 
nee Home trial. Free inslallation. Service dept. 
Major credit cards. Interest free credit usually 
available - ask for details. Open 1 Oam-6pm 5 
days - closed Weds and Sunday. 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1 P 
9AD. Tel (0171) 323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, 
JVC, Phil ips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, 
Mitsubishi. Demonstration room available. Appts 
required. Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Open Mon-Sat 9-6. 
MARTIN KLEISER LTD - CHISWICK W4, 
109 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 2ED 
Voice (01S1) 400 5555 Fax (01S1) 400 5550 
emai1100614.3026@compuserve.com. Good Hi
Fi systems from £800 Home cinema Mu�i-room 
sound systems. Authorised dealer Linn, Nairn etc 
Home trial and installation 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Part exchange. Interest free credit 
Service department: Tuesday - Saturday 1 Oam to 
6pm. Bad a bonded li1.ilil'i1 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTO, 1S Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel (0171) 
497 1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. Email: 
sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the 
Year. Home Cinema, Hi-R, mu�i-room specialists. 
Main authorised dealers for over 1 00 brands. 
Interest free credit anywhere in the UK, subject to 
status. Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstration 
rooms throughout Musical Images, including pro
jectors and big screen T Vs. Professional home 
installation and design consultancy. Part 
exchange, service and repairs. Active Musical 
Images Club. Open all week including Su�. 
1 Oam-7pm (1 Oam-4pm Sundays). li:!J ii1.ilil'il 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, 
Edgware HAS 7 JX. Tel (01S1) 952 5535, Fax 
(01S1) 951 5S64. E-mail: sales@musical
images.co.uk. See main entry under Middlesex. 

li:!Jii1.ilil'il 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, 
Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 11R. Tel (01S1) 569 
5S02, Fax (01S1) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musi
cal-images.co.uk li:!Jii1.ilil'il 

ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel (0171) 924 2040. Juicy fruit 
from London's newest, freshest hi-li/home cine
ma retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop 
in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient service, 
free home installation, credit cards, 0% finance 
available, plus all the very best from: Arcam, 
Cable Talk, Chord Go, Demion, Denon Lifeslyle, 
Epos, Micromega, NAD, Nairn, QED Multiroom, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel ,  Royd, Ruark, 
Soundslyle, Stands Unique, Yamaha with more to 
come. The innovative Audio/Visual retailer. 
S TUDIO 99, 79-S1 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. Tel (0171) 624 SS55, Fax (0171) 
624 5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, ATC, Mission, 
Gyrus, Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, 
Yamaha, Philips, Royd, Rotel, Sonus Faber. Bang 
& Olufsen. High qualily demonstrations. Home 
Cinema. Multi-room. Service Dept. Visa/Access 
credit facilities. Mon-Fri 10.00am-7.00pm, Sat. 
1 0.00-6.00pm. li1.ilil'i1 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London, W2 4AH. Tel (0171) 229 2077. Fax 
(0171) 727 934S. Nearest tube stations 
Queensway and Bayswater. Plenty of parking 
meters available. Demonstration room available 
by appointment. Stockists of B&O, Nairn, Rega, 
Micromega, Gyrus, Denon and Epos. Payment 
via, ACCESS, VISA, cheques, cash and interest 
free credit facilities (details on request). Open 
1 0.30am-6.00pm, Tuesday-Saturday. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL 1 
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502. 
Linn, Nairn, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission, 
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion, 
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. Record 
club. Major credit cards and credit facilities. Open 
Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 5.30, Spm on Thurs. 

li1.ilil'i1 
SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4-S St Annes Parade, 
Wilmslow. Tel (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, 
Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, 
Tannoy, Revolver, JPW. Open 9:30am-6:00pm 
2 dem rooms. No pressure! 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex 
EN2 OPW. Tel (01S1) 367-3132, Fax (01S1) 367-
163S. Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF, 
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, 
NAD, Quad, Rotel, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year guarantee on Hi-R. 
Free delivery & installation. 30 day free upgrade 
scheme. Home demonstrations. Part exchange. 
Interest Free Credtt on selected ttems. 2 listening 
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. li1.ilil'i1 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Rd, Edgware 
HAS 7JX. Tel (01S1) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 951 
5S64. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi
room specialists. Main authorised dealers for 
over 100 brands. Interest free credit anywhere in 
the UK, subject to status. Mail-order worldwide. 
1 0 demonstration rooms throughout Musical 
Images, including projectors and big screen TVs. 
Professional home installation and design consul
tancy. Part exchange, service and repairs. Active 
Musical Images Club. Open all week including 
Sundays. 1 Oam-<lpm (1 Oam-4pm Sundays). 

li:!Jii1.ilil'il 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Slreet, 
Hounslow, TW3 11R. Tel (01S1) 569 5S02, Fax 
(01S1) 569 6353. E-mail: sales@musical
images.co.uk. See above entry. li:!Jii1.ilil'il 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 1S Monmouth St, Coven! 
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: (0171) 497 
1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. E-mail: sales@musi
cal-images.co.uk. See main entry under London 

li:!Jii1.ilil'il 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel (01S1) S92 
7613. Fax (01S1) S92 7749. Arcam, Audiolab, 
Audio Research, Audio Alchemy, B&W, Bose, 
Copland, Castle,  Denon. Dual, Krell ,  KEF, 
Meridian, Marantz, Monitor Audio, Musical 
Fidelity, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Martin 
Logan, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony, 
Sonus Faber, Tannoy, T heta, Wilson, Yamaha. 
Appointments recommended. Finance available. 
All major credit cards accepted. Mon-Sat 1 0-6, 
Thurs 10-7 li1.ilil'i1 

UXBRIDGE AUDIO LTD- UXBRIDGE, 
27S High Street, Uxbridge, Middx. UBS 1 LQ 
Voice (01S95) 465 444 
Fax (01S95) 465 440 
email 100614.3026@compuserve.com 
Good Hi-R systems from £SOO 
Home cinema 
Multi-room sound systems 
Authorised dealer Unn, Nairn etc 
Home trial and installation 
30 day free upgrade scheme 
Part exchange Interest free credit 
Service department 
Monday - Saturday 1 Oam to 6pm li1.ilil'i1 

WEST MIDLANDS 
AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere 
Road, Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands. Tel (0121) 
354 2311. Audio lnnovalions, aura, B&O, B&W, 
Caslle, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Fidelity, 
Nakamichi, Harman Kardon, QED. Single speaker 
demo, appts preferred, service available, installa
tions,. B&O link install, home trials. Access, Visa, 
interest free credit available subject to status. 
9.30-6pm, 6 days. li1.ilil'i1 
EMPIRE ELEC TRICAL SUPERSTORE, 21-22 
Stephenson Street (behind New Street, opposite 
Pollasades car park), Birmingham Cily Centre, 
West Midlands B2 4JD. Tel (0121) 643 0972. 
Birmingham's biggest Hi-R superstore. Every top 
brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, B&W, Bose, 
Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, lnfinily, JBL, 
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, 
Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo rooms and 2 A.V Demo 
rooms, no appointments required. Service 
department, free installation, home trial facilrties. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest free credit. 
Open Man - Fri 9.30-6.00. Sat 9.00-5.30 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon 
Street, Coventry. Tel (01203) 525200 Fax (01203) 
631403. E-MAIL: frank@hiflex.demon.co.uk 
4000sq feet on 3 floors of the very Best Hi-Fi. 
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audio Quest, 
B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Cas�e. Canon, Cable Talk, 
Chord, Gyrus, Definrtive Technology, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rega, Revolver, Rogers, 
Rotel, Sennheiser, Sharp Projection, Systemdek, 
Teac, TDL, Van Den Hul, Yamaha. 3 Floors with 3 
Dedicated Hi R Demo Rooms. Appts Necessary. 
Service Dept. Free install & Home Trial. Interest 
Free Credit on selected products. Open 9.30am 
to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday. li1.ilil'i1 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. Tel (0121) 622 2230/(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi-Fi and still the best in the 
Midlands. We sell great Hi-R from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe 
Television. Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open Tues
Sat 1 0.00-5.30. 
MUSIC MATIERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 SOL. Tel (0121) 429 2S11. Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, Exposure, 
Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Musical Rdelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, KEF, Moni1nr 
Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker luxury demo 
rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, free instslla
tion, service dept. Access, Visa, instant credit up to 
£1000, interest free credrt available. Tue-Thur 10.30-
6, Fri 1 0.30-S, Sat 10-6. Branches also at: 93-95 
Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, W Midlands 892 HJI. 0121-
742 0254. 156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbridge, W 
MidM!s D18 1TS. (01384) 444184. li1.ilil'i1 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Stree� Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsal, w. Midlands Tel (01922) 493499/473499. 
Please see entry under BIRMINGHAM. li1.ilil'i1 

NORFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Norfolk. 
Tel (01379) 740227. Absolute Sounds, Audion, 
Art Audio, ATC, Audio Innovations, Audio Note, 
AVI, DPA, EAR, Impulse, LFD, Pink Triangle, 
Unison Research, SME, Tube Technology. Full 
demonstration facilities including evenings. Appts 
required, free installation, home trial facilities. 
Open Mon-Fri 12-9pm, Sat 9-5pm. 
AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, 
Lowestoft, NR33 OJL. TeVFax (01502) 582 S53. 
Please see main entry under SUFFOLK. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHE. Tel (01508) 
570S29. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, Beyer, 
Cabletalk, Denon, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, 
Heybrook, Micromega, Nairn, Nakamichi, Sound 
Organisation, Rotel, Royd, Spender, TDL, etc. 2 
comprehensive dem rooms. Home trial. Free 
installation. Visa, Access, HP facilities. Tues-Sat 
9.30-1

' 
2-5.30. 

MARTIN'S HI-FI est 1968, Ber St, Norwich. Tel 
(01603) 627010 Fax (01603) 611302. Arcam, 
Atacama, Audiolab, Audioquest, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, GLL, KEF, Marantz, 
Mission, Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Rotel, REL, Ruarik, Sennheiser, Soundslyle 
and Target, separate AV and Hi-Fi demo rooms, 
Home Cinema specialists, Open Monday to 
Saturday 9-5.30. Home delivery and installation 
available. Interest free credit. Price promise - we 
will match any genuine local price. li1.ilil'i1 
ZEROTH AUDIO, Tel (01493) 443693. System 
consultant, computer-aided design and analysa
tion of your system. Stockists of Serpant high 
qualily handmade cables. Agents for Bandor 
speaker systems. Modifications to your own 
equipment. New and used sales. Appointments 
only, please ring for details. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
AUDIOCRAFT, 23-25 Derngate, Northampton, 
NN1 1 TY Tel (01604) 36291 Fax (01604) 217S6. 
Bang & Olufsen, Kenwood, Technics, Marantz, 
Celestion, KEF. No appts nee. Free installation. 
Service Dept open Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm. 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. Tel (01536) 310855. Aura, B&W, 
Exposure, Harmon Kardon, Heybrook, JBL, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Orelle, Pioneer, Rogers, 
Rotel, Shearne, Sugden, Tannoy, Yamaha and many 
more. Home trial, free installation, service depart
ment. All major credit cards. Open 9.30-5.30pm. 
LIS TEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton. 
Tel (01604) 37S71 Linn, Nairn, Rega, Audiolab, 
Arcam, Mission, KEF, Epos, Royd, Nakamichi, 
Micromega, Minium, Myryad, Denon, Rotel, 
Marantz, Yamaha, Sennheiser, Chord Go, 
Cabletalk. 2 Listening Rooms. Free Installation. 
Part Exchange. All Major Credit Cards. Interest 
Free Credtt Subject to Status. li1.ilil'i1 
OVERTURE, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 SLR. 
Tel (01295) 27215S. See main entry under 
Oxfordshire. li1.ilil'i1 

NOTTINGHAM 
DEFINI TIVE AUDIO serves the first time purchas
er and the seasoned audiophile with the same 
high level of care and interest. Our aim is long 
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with 
qual� impartial advice, qualily back up and ser
vice and genuine interest in your needs. We have 
an established reputation for achieving sound 
qualily benchmariks with innovation. We have an 
extensive range of carefully selected agencies. 
We are open Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. 
Visa I Mastercard I Amex. Deliveries nationwide 
and worldwide. Extensive second hand stock. 
Components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for 
more information. Tei/Fax (0115) 9S13562. 
JOHN KIRK, 70 Chilwell  Rd,  Beeston, 
Nottingham. Tel (0115) 92529S6. Est 1970. 
Professional advice and service. Demo room, 
Free installation, Service Dept. Arcam, Atacama, 
Aura, B&W, Canon, Castle, Denon, Dual, Marantz, 
Mordaunt Short, Nakamichi, Quad, Rogers, TDL, 
Technics, T horens. Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Access/Visa/Swttch. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-Fl CEN TRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. Tel (0115) 9786919. The 
area's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). 
Two superb demonstration rooms, easy free 
parking. Home Cinema and Multi Room. Stockists 
of: Arcam, Audiolab, CelesUon, Denon, KEF, Linn, 
Loewe T.V., Marantz, Micromega, Michell,  
Mission-Gyrus, Rotel, Sennheiser, Yamaha. Mon
Sat 9.00-5.30. li1.ilil'i1 
PE TER ELLIS AUDIO 29 Kirkgate Newark, 
Nottingham, NG24 1 AD. Tel (01636) 704571. 
Castle, JBL, Arcam, JVC, B&W, Jamo, Minium, 
Mordaunt Short, QED, Sugden, Tannoy, TDL, 
T horens, Marantz, Denon, Teac. Demo room, 
Free install, Service Department. Home cinema 
dem room. Home trial facilities. Switch, American 
Express, Access. Visa, Mon-Sat 9-5:30 Close al 
1:OOpm on Thursday. 



OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. 
Tel (01491) 839305. Aura, B&W, JPW, Technics, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Marantz, Sony, 
Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Mission, T DL, Tannoy. 
Home trial, free installation. Se/Vice dept. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credrt. Tue-Fri 9-5.30, 
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, Oxlord 

OX3 9HS. Tel (01865) 65961, Fax (01865) 60415. 
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Maranlz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rote!, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 
9.30-5.30. Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year guarantee 
on Hi-Fi. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free 
upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part 
exchange. Interest Free Credrt on selected rtems. 2 
listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA 
bonded. li1.ili1i1 
OVERTURE HI·FI, 3 Church Lane, Ban bury, OX16 
8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Bose, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission, N.A.D., 
Nairn Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible un
biased advice, call Oxlordshire's audio experts. 
Superb demo facilities. No appts nee, service 
dept, free install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant· 
credit. Mon-Fri 1 0-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. li1.ili1i1 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, 

Park End Street, Oxford OX1 1 JE. Tel (01865) 
790879 Fax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon, 
Spender, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink 
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rote!, 
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. 
Demo room. Home trial and free installation. 
Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Man-Sat. 

li1.ili1i1 
RADFORDS, 6 South Parade, Summertown, 

Oxlord, OX2 7 JR. Tel (01865) 511241.(Contact 
Mark Franks) Premier HiR & Home Cinema, care
fully selected to offer outstanding sound and pic
ture quality, whatever your budget. Staff who 
care about what tlley sell and have the ability and 
knowledge to demonstrate the differences. 
Full workshop, delivery, installation and part
exchange facilities available. li1.ili1i1 
WESlWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxlord. 
Tel: (01865) 247783. Aura, Arcam, Denon, Epos, 
KEF, Infinity, Marantz, Mission, Monitor Audio, 
Nakamichi, Nairn, Quad, Rega, Rote!, Royd, Solid, 
TDL, Yamaha. Open 1 0-5pm. De m room. Closed 
Thur. Access/Visa 

SHROPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury. 
Tel (017 43) 241924. One of the largest ranges of 
quality hi-li/audio visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion, Gyrus, 
Denon, Epos, KEF, Meridian, Mission, NAD, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel. Comfortable listening 
room, home installation, specialist workshop and 
service department. AccessNisa/Switch/Amex 
and low cost finance from £350 up to £15,000. 
lues-Sat 9.30-5.30. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO - The HiFi and AV spe
cialists. The best in HiR from: Arcam, ATC, Aura, 
B&W, Castle, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, 
Nairn Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Rega, Rote!, Royd, 
Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Somerset's Bang & Olufsen 
centre. Dedicated listening lounge for relaxed and 
unpressured demonstrations. Home installations 
on most systems, Full service department. 
Access, Visa, Instant Credit. Closed Mondays. 
110, Middle Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE 
FREEPHONE 0800 627 627. (01935-79361) 
THE RIGHT NOTE - see Bath/Bristol. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
GRANGE HI-FI LTD, 153 Branston Rd, Burton-on
Tr?nt, Staffordshire DE14 3DQ. Tel (01283) 
533655. Arcam, Cabletalk, Castle, Denon, JPW, 
KEF, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Musical Technology, 
Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Polk, Rogers, Systemdek, 
Yamaha. Home cinema and Hi-Fi demo rooms, 
appts nee on Sat, Service dept. Access, Visa, 
interest free credit available, subject to status. 
Open lues-Sat 9 00-5.30pm. li1.ili1i1 

SUFFOLK 
AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE, Near Diss, Nortolk - see 
main entry under Noriolk. 

DEALER 
Directory 

AUDIO IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, 
South Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 OJL. Tei/Fax 
(01502) 582 853. Arcam, Castle, Denon, Marantz, 
Michell, Moth, Ortofon, Pioneer, Project, Quad, 
Revolver, Rote!, Royd, Sugden, Triangle, Yamaha, 
Grundig, Nokia AN plus amazing Rotllwell amps. 
Separate Demo room. 10-6.30 Tues-Fri, 5.30 
Sats. All main credit cards. Home trial. 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. Tel (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Nortolk. li1.ili1i1 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
Tel (01473) 217217.Established over 21 years. 
Easy parking, dem room. Mon-Sat 9.30-6. Quad, 
Arcam, Marantz, Meridian, Denon, Nakamichi, 
Audiolab, Technics, NAD, Castle, Celestion, 
Mission and B&W. li1.ili1i1 

SURREY 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
See main entry under West Sussex. li1.ili1i1 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel (0181) 943 
3530. Arcam, Densen, Epos, Heybrook, Linn, 
Micromega, Nairn Audio, Neat Acoustics, Rega 
Reserch, Royd, Shaninian, Yamaha. Single 
speaker listening room. Appts pref, free installa
tion, se/Vice dept. Major credit cards. Close� 
Tues-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 1 0-6pm. liiilllil 
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 43Y. 
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm. 
Authorised dealer for:- Linn, Meridian, Rega, 
Mission/Gyrus, Arcam, Quad, Audiolab, KEF, Rote!, 
NAD, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, TDL, Nakamichi, 
EPOS, Target, Stands Unique. Home Cinema & 
HiFi Demonstration rooms, Free parking, Delivery 
& Installation seiVice. Se/Vice department on the 
premises. li1.ili1i1 
RIVERSIDE HI·FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. 
Fax: (0181) 892 7749. See main entry under 
Middlesex. li1.ili1i1 
ROGERS HI·FI, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, 
Surrey. Tel (01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, Denon, 
Harman-Kardon, Marantz, Micromega, Mordaunt
Short, Musical Fidelity, Ruark, Systemdek, and 
many more. Demonstration facilrties available, no 
appointment necessary. Free installation. Se/Vice 
department. AccessNisa. Instant credit up to 
£1,000 subject to status. Mondy-Saturday 9.30-
6pm, later by appointment. 
SPALDINGS HI-FI, 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd, 
Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. Tel (0181) 654 
1231/2040. Linn Nairn, Quad, Meridian, Audiolab, 
Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, Arcam. 
3 dem rooms including AV room. Service dept, 
free install, home trial facilities, appointments 
advisable. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest free credit, 
instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Closed 
Wed. Se/Vice dept. li1.ili1i1 
SURREY HI-FI, 45 High St, Godstone, Surrey RH9 
8LS. (Just off J6 - M25) free parking, closed 
Wednesdays. Tel (01883) 7 44 755, Home Cinema 
on demo. Arcam, Alphason Atacama stands, 
Audiolab, Beyer headphones, Bose, Cabletalk, 
Denon, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Michell, Musical 
Fidelity, Partington stands, Qudos Cable, REL, 
Rogers, Seismic sink, Sennheiser, Sound Style, 
Tannoy, Target, TDL, Thorens, Van den Hul cables, 
Yamaha. Interest free credit. 
UNILE T  SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street 

(Opposite Waitrose). New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 
4BY. Tel  (0181) 942 9567. The very best hi  fi and 
home cinema brands on show witll 3 hi fi PLUS 3 
home cinema demonstration rooms fully 
equipped at New Maiden. Knowledgeable staff. 
Free car parking. Open Sundays. li1.ili1i1 

SUSSEX (EAST) 
ADAMS & JARRETT, 6-18 Norman Road, 
St. Leonard's-on-sea, East Sussex, TN37 6NH, Tel 
(01424) 437165/432398. Stockists of B+W, 
Cabletalk, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, 
NAD, REL, Rote!, Ruark, Sennheiser, Tannoy, 
Target, Yamaha. Two demo rooms, home trial, 
AV specialists. Instant and interest-free credit 
available. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
JEFFRIES HI·FI, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 
4JE. Tel (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Kinshaw, 
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sound Organisation, 
Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem rooms. 
Open lues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, bus 
route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News 
Best Soutllern Dealer. li1.ili1i1 

JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1SD. Tel (01323) 731336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-li, home cinema and mu�i
room specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth, Heybrook, KEF, 
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rote!, Royd, Ruark, 
Seleco, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound Organisation, 
Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two demonstra
tion rooms. Open lues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Soutllem Dealer. li1.ili1i1 
THE POWER PLANT, 66 Upper North Street, 

Brighton BN1 3FL. Tel (01273) 775978. Arcam, 
ATC, Audiolab, Gyrus, Epos, Marantz, Micromega, 
Mission, Neat Acoustics, Proceed, Rega, Rote!, 
Yamaha. Single speaker demonstration room, 
home trial available, no appts required, se/Vice 
dept, free installation. Access, Amex,� 
Interest free credit. Open 1 0-6pm liiilllil 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
Hi-Fi, Home cinema + multi-room specialists. 
Authorised stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, 
Gyrus, Epos, KEF, Linn (inc. AV51 ), Marantz, 
Mission, Nairn, Pioneer (inc LaserDisc), Quad, 
Rei, Rote!, Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Target, Thorens, Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated 
demonstration rooms - Hi-Fi & Home cinema. 
Service dept. 0% finance available. 9.30-6.00 
Mon-Sat. Late by appointment. li1.ili1i1 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. 
Tel (01903) 264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. 
Free local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Denon, 
Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, T.D.L., Teac, Technics, 
T horens, and many more in 4 Dem Rooms. 
Systems, Hi-R and Home Cinema. Service Dept., 
Installations. Open 6 days a week. Access, Visa, 
instant credrt to £1000 subject to status. 
PHASE 3 HI-FI, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, 

West Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. 
The South's leading Hi-Fi specialists. Premise 
facilities include listening rooms and dedicated 
'Home Cinema' demonstration rooms. Adcom, 
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, Heybrook, 
KEF, Reference, Kenwood, Lexicon, Marantz, 
Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD, Shearne, Sp� 
Tannoy, Thorens, Yamaha. liiilllil 

WARWICKSHIRE 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE, 12 Regent Sir, Rugby. 

Tel (01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, 
Meridian, Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rote!, 
Ruark, Rote!, Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE, 
BE SEEN WITH US. Appts required, no service 
dept, free install, home trial facilities. Access, 
Amex, Visa, Diners, Instant credit. Open 9-
5.30pm Mon-Sat. li1.ili1i1 
STRATFORD HI-FI, 1 OA Chapel Street, Stratford 
Upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel (01789) 414533. 
Arcam, B&W, Bose, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mission, Monitor Audio, NAD, 
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, Technics, 
Yamaha. Demonstration room, Se/Vice facilities, 
Mail Order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 
Monday to Saturday. All major credit cards.li1.ili1il 

WILTSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 60 Fleet St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 
1 RA. Tel (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. 
Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Gyrus, Oenon, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, 
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Nairn, Quad, Rote!, 
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 
3 year quarantee on Hi-R. Free delivery & installa
tion. 30 day free upgrade scheme. Home demon
strations. Part exchange. Interest Free Credit on 
selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema 
specialists. BADA Bonded lil'ili1o1 
SALISBURY HI·FI LTD, 15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169. 
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, 
Sony, Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms. Friendly relaxed 
atmosphere. Professional advice. Home dem 
available. Se/Vice Department. Free installation. 
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Arnex. Interest 
free credit. Instant credit. Open Man-Sat 9-5.30 

lil'ili1o1 
THE RIGHT NOTE - See Bath/Bristol. 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersley Road, 
Worcester WR3 ?HA. Tel (01905) 58046. 
Audiolab, Arcam, Nairn Audio, Rega, KEF, Roksan, 
Epos, Quad, Nakamichi, Absolute Sounds and lots 
more. 4 demo rooms for budget & high-end 
audio. Dedicated DSP room. Appointments 
required. Free install, seNice dept. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners, Swrtch. Chartered Trust. Man-Sat 
9.00-5.30 late evenings by appt. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGATE HI-FI, 15 Commercial Str, 
Harrogate, N Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of 
the best ranges of quality hi-li in the North of 
England, including: Lumley valve amplification, 
Audio Research, Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, 
Sonus Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, 
Copland, Tannoy, NAD, Onkyo, Rote!, Meridian, 
Lexicon, Project, Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. 
Home cinema dems. Home dems (appts not 
always reqd.). Se/Vice dept. All major credit cards 
accepted. Credit facilities available. Open 10-
6pm. Why? Because music matters. � 
SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 ?EO. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen 
Hi-Fi & AV equipment includes Arcam, B&W, 
Denon, Linn, M&K Subwoofers, Nairn, Rega, 
Rote!, Royd etc. 3 Oem rooms incl Home Cinema 
& Multiroom facilities. Service department. Home 
installations. Instant Credrt and Major credit cards. 
Closed Mondays. Phone for a chat & more details. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI·FI STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 85A. 
Tel (01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden, 
Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Proac, Ruark, Castle, 
Teac, Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Apogee, 
Stemfoort, Pink Triangle, Heybrook, Monitor 
Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell 
Turntables, CR Developments (valves), Art Audio 
(valves), R.E.L. Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha 
and Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic 
Demonstrations, Systemdek, Alphason, Target 
Sonic Link, Chord, Holfi, Q.L.N., Audio Quest. 
Listening room, dems, home trial, free delivery 
and install, 2 year guarantee. Access, Visa. 10-
8pm Tues-Fri, 10-6 Sat. Closed Monday. Phone for 
further into. & FREE fact pack. li1.ili1i1 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 
ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds, LS21 
1AA. Tel (01943) 467689. Nairn, Mission Gyrus, 
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, T DL, Micromega, 
Quad, B&W, Nakamichi, Denon. Home Cinema, 
dem rooms, int free credit, Visa, Access.� 
Tues-Sat 9-6pm . li1.ili1i1 
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Specialist ATC distributers 
from one of the longest established UK ATC deal
ers. You are cordially invited to audition perhaps · 

the finest loudspeaker range available in the world 
today from the largest selection of ATC monitros 
and electronics assembled in the UK. Also AVI, 
Bryston, Chord Electronics, Castle, Harbeth, 
Marantz, Spendor, Sumo, Teac, Van den Hul etc. 
For further details contact John Bleakley Phone/lax 
Leeds (0113) 2528850 (evening calls welcome). 
Generous part exchange and second hand equip
ment available. 
AUDIOVISION (YORKSHIRE) LTD, Est. 1957, 5 
Bethel St., Brighouse, W. Yorks. HD6 1 JR. Tel 
(01484) 713996. Choose from the LARGEST & lat
est range of TECHNICS hi-li separates & systems 
in Yorkshire. Hear the full range of YAMAHA 
Cinema DSP hi-li components & new stylish BOSE 
Lifestyle Systems. Speakers by Castle, Celestion, 
Cerwin-Vega', JBL, Mordaunt-Short, REL, TDL & 
POLK AUDIO. See quality demonstrations with 
Panasonic or Philips Widescreen TV's & Pioneer 
Laserdisc Players. Visrt AUDIOVISION - The Experts 
for Widescreen Home Cinema. 1 mile from junc
tion 25, M62, Central West Yorkshire or call hi-li 
separates mail order sales (01484) 718116. 
Mastercard, Visa, Switch, Delta. Open 9-5.30. 
CLEARTONE (FORMERLY ER RICKS), Rawson 
Square, Bradford Crty centre, BD1 3JR. Tel (01274) 
309266. Bradford's leading Hi-R specialists. Every 
top brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeat
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, 
Base, Castle, Gelestion, Denon, Hrtachi, lnfinrty, JBL, 
JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, 
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rote!, 
Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 
Dedicated Demo rooms, no appointments required. 
Se/Vice department, free installation, home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Arnex, Diners. Interest free 
credit Open Man - Sat 9.30-5.30. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL MEGASTORE, lngleby Road, 
(Girlington), Bradford, BD8 9AN. Tel (01274) 
575000. The North's biggest electrcal megastore. 
Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed unbeat
able prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bose, Celestion, 
Denon, Grundig, Hrtachi, Jarno, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, Mrtsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rote!, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 3 Dedicated Hi-Fi & AN 
Demo rooms, no appointments required. SeiVice 
departmen� free installation. Free parking, Access, 
Visa, Arnex, Diners. Interest free credit Open Mon -
Fri 9.30-8.00, Sat 9.30-6.00, Sun 11.00-5.00. 



DEALER 
Directory 

YORKSHIRE CWEsn CTD 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, The Clock 
Buildings (formerly the Clock Cinema), Roundhay 
Road, Leeds (on the junction of the A 58 & 
Roundhay Road), LS8 2SH. Tel (Ott3) 235t701. 
Leed's largest range of Hi-R separates & systems 
inducting all the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable 
prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Base, 
Castle, Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD •. Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
TDL, Techmcs, Toshiba, Yamaha 2 Dedicated Hi-R 
Demo rooms and 2 NV Demo rooms, no appoint
ments necessary. Service departmen� free installa
tion, home trial facilrties. Free parking. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Interest free credit Open Mon - Wed 
t0.00-6.00, Thurs - Fri t0.00-8.00, Sat 9.30-5.30, 
Sun tt.00-5.00. 
EMPIRE (EC) LTD, 94 Kirkgate, Wakefield City 
Centre, (opp. Canon Cinema) West Yorkshire WFt 
tTB. Tel (Ot924) 36t736. Wakefield's leading Hi-R 
store. Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed 
unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & 
Olutsen, Base, Celestion, Denon, Hrtachi, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rofel, Sony, Tannoy, 
TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. Full demonstration 
facilities, service department, free installation. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest Free credit. 
Open Mon - Sat 9.30-5.30. 
HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church 
St Huddersfield. Tel (Ot484) 544668, Fax (Ot484) 
423t40 Also at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, Halifax, 
West Yorks. Tel: (Ot422) 366832 Fax (Ot422) 
349954. B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon Rotel 
Arcam, Musical Rdelrty, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz: 
Mission, etc. Dem facilities - appointment reqd. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30, T hurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free 
installation, credit facilities. Access, Visa. 
IMAGE HI-FI, t7 T he Springs, Wakefield, WFt 
tOE. Tel (Ot924) 200272. Fax (Ot924) 200404. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha 
DSP Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.= 
IMAGE HI-FI, 8 St Annes Road, Headingley, Leeds, 
LS6 3NX. Tel (Ott3) 2789374, Fax (Ott3) 2754252. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, 
Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha 
DSP Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 6.� 
READYVISION LTD, 92-94 Lockwood Road, 
Lockwood, Huddersfield. Tel (Ot484) 532294. 
We've been giving sound advice and personal ser
VICe for over 20 years. Specialist main agents sales 
and service. Base, B&W, Dolby, Hrtachi, Jamo, JVC, 
KEF, Panasonic, Prologic surround sound, Sony, 
Techn1cs, Tosh1ba. Huge range of home cinema 
TV's, Satellrte, Video, Hi-R systems and separates 
all at the lowest prices. Free parking. Free 
delivery and installation. Open Mon-Sat 9-6 
Sunday tt-4pm. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST 
LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
Tel (Ot232) 38t296. Demonstration and 
Installation of the finest Hi-R, Home Cinema and 
Multi-room systems, including Arcam, Gyrus, 
Denon, Linn, Loewe, Mission, Nairn, Yamaha and 
many more. Our experience will help you to 
choose the right system for your needs. Open 
Mon-Sat t 0-6, Late night Thurs. closed all day 
Wednesday. 

SCOTLAND 

AYRSHIRE 
THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22 Nelson St, 
K1lmarnock, Ayrshire, KAt t BA. Tel (Ot563) 
574t85, Fax (Ot563) 574186. Equipment by 
Sugden, Audio Note, DPA, Electrocompaniet, Pink 
Tnangle, Pro Ac, Harbeth, Neat, Michell. 
Demonstration by appointment. Open Mon-Sat 
9.30-5.30 late night Thursday til ?pm. Home dems 
and delivery, installation service available. Contact 
Kevin for more information and directions. 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd., Edinburgh EH6 
50G. Tel (Ot3t) 555 3963 or Fax (Ot3t) 555 3964. 
Audio Research, Copland, Nairn Audio, Krell, 
Roksan, Marantz, OPA, AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac, 
Wilson Audio, Theta Digital, Alchemist. Listening 
Rooms, Free Parking, Full Workshop, Delivery, 
Installation. Open Mon-Sat t 0-6 Tel for map or 
contact AI, Mark, Fraser or Mike. 

GLASGOW 
STEREO STEREO, 260 St Vincent Street, 
Glasgow G2 5RL. Tel (Ot4t) 248 4079. Email 
stereo@cix. compulink.co.uk We will help you 
choose a system to suit your needs precisely. 
W hether it's a complete distributed audio 
and video system or just a repair to your old 
speakers. WE'RE NOT JUST STEREO STEREO. 
Open t 0-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday. Interest 
free credit available. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, t9 Bamton Street, Stirling, FK8 
t HF. Tel (Ot786) 479958. For central Scotland's 
best selection of qualrty Hi R at all prices demon
strated and installed to suit your needs. B&W, 
Aura, Crimson, Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz, 
T hule, Rotel, Impulse, Polk, Audio Innovations, 
Royd, Infinity, DNM Reson, NHT, REL, Revolver, 
Micromega, Beyer, Sennheiser, Harman Kardon, 
QLN, Target + Stands Unique and many more. 
Plus custom cable service + QED multiroom 
installation. Contact Barry or John for more infor
mation. Interest free credrt available 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ACOUSTICA, t7 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire 
CH2 3NH. Tel (Ot244) 344227. See main entry 
under Cheshire. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
Tel (Ot978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. 
Aiwa, Arcam, AMC, Base, B&W, Beard, Canon, 
Celestion, Castle, Gyrus, Jamo, Marantz, Michell, 
Mordaunt-Short,  Musical  Fidelity, NAD, 
Nakamichi, Micromega, Quad, Radford, Rotel, 
Rogers, Rega, Ruark, Spendor, Tannoy, 
Wharfedale,  UKD, Yamaha DSP member. 
Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parking and mot01way access. Access, Visa etc. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, t34 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
Tel (Ot222) 228565. All that's best in Hi-Fi care
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. � 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. 
Tel (Ot792) 474608.AII that's best in Hi-R care
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected items. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. � 
RADFORDS, 449-45t Cowbridge Road East, 
Canton, Cardiff CF5 t JH. Tel (Ot222) 398t21 
(Contact Andy Baker) Premier Hifi & Home 
Cinema, carefully selected to offer outstanding 
sound and picture quality, whatever your budget. 
Staff who care about what they sell and have the 
abilrty and knowledge to demonstrate the differ
ences. Full workshop, delivery, installation and 
part-exchange facilities available. � 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

DUBLIN 
ACOUSTIC DIMENSION, (Biackrock) Co Dublin. 
Personal advice on all aspects of Audio, Dolby 
Surround, and Multi-room Applications. We call to 
you. Agents for:- Avi, Polk Audio, Kenwood, Rotel, 
Cal Audio Labs, Densen, System Audio, Nordost 
Cables, and Mulit-room and Home Automation 
components. Trade-in's accepted • Mail order • 
Credit cards • Fax: (00 353 t) 28993t2 
Mobile: 088-553020 
DUBLINN HI-FI, 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. 
Tel: (00 353) t 4785205 Fax: (00 353) t 47852t9. 
We all have two ears and one mouth - use them 
accordingly. We only stock the best products, 
based on performance and reliability - not reviews 
or sales patter! Call Mark or drop in for a listen. 
Three single speaker demo rooms. Free delivery 
and installation. Full  service department. 
Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat t 0-6. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 

Now you can 

buy your COs 

at dealer's 

cost price 
As a member of the WSL Records 
at Cost Service you can buy any 

brand new CD at trade price + 

postage and a small handling 

charge of only SOp 

Only WSL- offering a music by 

mail order service for more than 
35 years - can offer you such low 
cost listening. 

Return the coupon, phone or fax 
us now and we'll send you full 

details of the Records at Cost 

Service and how to join 

PLUS! We invite you to cash in 
on a MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE 
CLEARANCE SALE 

CDs AT ONLY A FRACTION 

OF THE ORIGINAL PRICE 

Please send me full details about the New Records at Cost 
Service and all the benefits I can get from it. Including the 
CD Warehouse Clearance Sale. Without Obligation. 

Name ________________________ ______________ __ 

Address ----------------------------------------

Post Code ______ _ 

WILSON STEREO LIBRARY LTD 
P.O. BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA EAST SUSSEX TN38 OUZ 

Tel: (01424) 718254 Fax: (01424) 718262 
HFC 11196 



In this 
. 
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• Metallica Cuts Loose. Music from the new release. Plus music videos, guitar solos, 

the music video women, the imagery, the clothes. 

• "Find the Ghost of JFK": Tour the site of his assassination (Dealey Plaza) in 

Quicktime Virtual Reality. Discover clues, 1963 facts, and other famous ghosts

Marilyn Monroe, Kurt Cobain, Jim Morrison, Andy Warhol. Find JFK and you could win 

an Apple Powerbook! 

• Devo's Digital Rebirth: Thei( new Adventures of the Smart Patrol CD-ROM, and the 

Evolution /De-evolution of the band. 

• "What is Aimee Mann Doing Wrong? Theories as to Why Her Albums Keep Tanking." 

• Video interviews with lce-T and Actor Martin Donovan-including movie clips. 

• Search for collectibles from the future in Blender's "Jungle of Kitsch," an interactive 

search-and-find-against-the-clock game. 

• Plus over 50 reviews-games, films, and music. 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: 

Windows 

MCP2 strongly recommended 

WindOwS 3.1 (or later) w1th DOS 6.2 (or later) 

486 or Pent1um PC requ1red 

4 Megabytes FREE RAM (6 recommended) 

Sound Card (Most modules) 

13" VGA or SVGA monitor 

Quickt1me 2.02 for Windows (supplied) 

CD-ROM drive (double speed or better 

recommended) 

Macintosh 

Macintosh System 7 

68030 processor required 

60040 or better strongly recommended 

4 Megabytes FREE RAM (6 recommended) 

13" colour screen (256 colour) 

Qu1Ckt1me 2.0 +Apple Multimedia Tuner 

(supplied) 

CD-ROM drive (double speed or better 

recommended) 

Available from Virgin Megastores. 

Call the Credit Card Hotline 
Today on: 01454 620070 

• A Denol• Pobllcotlon 



The small print ... 
e QUERIES AND LETIERS TO THE EDITOR 

Accepted by letter only to the lax number, e-mail or postal 

addresses given below. We deeply regret that we are unable to 

speak witl1 readers on the telephone. 

e SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS 

In all instances contact our subscription luHilment company, 

Customer Interlace, on lil (01454) 620070, or by lax on (01454) 

620080. Quote your subscriber number, which is printed at the 

top of your subscription address label. 

e NEW PRODUCT INFORMATION 

We welcome information on all new and upgraded products. In 

all instances manufacturers should contact the editorial 

department on the telephone numbers below. However, the 

Publisher respectfully points out that the magazine is obliged 

neither to review nor return unsolicited products. The Editor-in

Chief is always pleased to receive ideas for articles, but does not 

accept responsibility for unsolicited copy. 

e PHOTOCOPIES 

We cannot supply photocopies of articles that are out of print, 

but do try our Factsback service (p. 136). 

e COPYRIGHTS & REPRINTS 

Material in Hi-Fi Choice is copyright and may not be reproduced 

in any form without written permission from the Publisher. 

Address requests for re-use of copyri&ht material to Paul Smyth, 

Reprint Sales Executive, Dennis Publishing Ltd., 19 Bolsover 

Street, London W1P 7HJ.Iil 0171-917 3946. 

e DISCLAIMER 

Every care has been taken in the preparation of this journal, but 

the publishers cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of 

the information contained herein, or for any consequence 

arising from it. All judgements have been made in the context of 

equipment that was available to Hi-Fi Choice at the time of 

review. 'Value for money' comments are based on UK prices at 

the time of going to press, which are subject to fluctuation, and 

are only applicable to the UK market. 

Editorial Editor�n-Chiel ATW "Stan" Vincent tit Ol71-917 7747 • Deputy 
Editor Jason Kennedy tit 0171-917 7746 • Reviews Editor Alan Sircom liJ 

0171·917 7751 • Art Editor Del Gentleman tit 0171-917 7748• 
Production Editor Chnstina Bunce tit Ol71·917 7745 • Consultant Editor 
Paul Messenger • Technical Editor Paul Miller • Editonal Fax0171-917 5512 
• e-mail l00433.1130@compuseNe.com �Contributors Jimmy Hug!les • 
Ziggy Opoczynska • Russell Moorcroft • Kevin Scott • Malcolm Steward � 
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NEXT MONTH'S ISSUE 

DON'T MISS TBE JANUARY 

EDITION Or Bl-fl CHOICE! 

If you've enjoyed this special issue of Hi-Fi Choice, make sure 

you don't miss our January edition! This fun-packed hi-fi 

extravaganza will feature a number of fine fidelitous attractions. 

Teac's AB-X7R competes against 13 power-packed pretenders in the January issue. 

JANVARY'S BIG TEST 

Integrated Amplifiers- The Full Story 

We've selected 14 top amps priced between £200 and £700 to find out which 

ones offer the ultimate performance- and the ultimate value! 

SVPERB EOVIPMENT VNDER THE 

SPOTLIGHT 

• Wilson benesch A. C. T. One speakers 

A high-tech blend of carbon fibre and real wood. 

• Meridian 502/557 pre/power combination with 

MSR remote control 

Huntingdon's finest in "lotta Watts" shocker. 

NEXT MONTH'S INSTANT SYSTEMS 

We do the leg-work and pick out two great systems for you! 

• At £600: Sony CDP-X£500 CD player, NAD 314 amplifier, Jamo 38 speakers. 

• At £4,000: Trichord Genesis CD player, Audiolab 8000Q pre-amp, 

two Audiolab BOOOM monobloks, 

Mission 753 speakers. 

MVLTI-CD PLAYERS RATED 

Alan Sircom, our one-man juke-box jury, 

will present a special report on one of the 

hottest areas in hi-fi - multi-CD players! 

With exciting new machines from Pioneer, 

Sony, Marantz and Kenwood and more, this 

feature will be your VIP passport to 

multiplay heaven. 

HIGH-END CD 

TRANSPORTS AND 

DACS TESTED 

We compare: 

lli Audiolab 

BOOOCDM/BOOODAC 

• Roksan DP3/DA2 

• Thorens TCD2000/TOA2000 

• Trichord Digital Turntable/Pulsar Series 1 

Thorens 

TCD2000 

next month. 

Ensure you never miss another issue by subscribing to H1 F" Choice! 

With prices starting from £14.97, and superb free gifts on offer, it's the ideal 

way to keep up to date with hi·fi. See page 74 for full details. 

The January 1997 edition of Hi-Fi Choice will be on sale December 6, 1996- don't miss il! 

And don't miss the February 1997 issue, which is on sate Friday January 3, 1997. 
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The Choic:est 

Sound Bites 
Some of the most memorable words written by our columnists this year! 

On Bi-l'i Reviewing 
• "I've worked on Hi-Pi Choice since 1987, 

and I still haven't found my dream hi-fi 

system!" 

Jason Kennedy, January 1996 

• "For any reviewer or enthusiast, the arch

test for any component is how much you miss 

it once it's gone." 
Paul Messenger, February 1996 

• "To sit staring at a black curtain, while the 

same music plays again and again, sounds 

like a torture dreamt up by a Cold War inter

rogator. In fact it's the harrowing experience 

suffered regularly by the panellists who help 
us 'blind-test' loudspeakers." 

Paul Messenger, December 1996 

On Bi-Fi Perspectives 
• "My first priority is not really sound qual
ity as she is widely understood: my loyalty is 

due to the convincing way Nairn amps 

reproduce transients, leading edges and 

dynamics." 

Paul Messenger, January 1996 

• "My Nairn NAC52 pre-amp recently 

underwent a transplant operation. The 
drama of finding a temporary replacement 

while the loved one was under the knife, in 
addition to the angst of nursing the 

rejuvenated back to health, left me in some 

trauma ... " 

Paul Messenger, April1996 

• "It's strange, but after a Nairn amp and a 

Linn Sondek LP.12 vastly 'improved' my 
sound at home, my Brendel Schubert discs 

somehow didn't sound so good ... " 
Jimmy Hughes, June 1996 

On l'utul'e Technology 
• "Heaven help the hi-fi market if we have 

a new OAT-style scare which advises con

sumers to wait for the 'revolutionary' new 

Super Audio CD which is 'just around the 

corner'." 
Barry Fox, February 1996 

• "These days you need Steve Austin's bionic 

eyesight to predict which recorded-music 
format will dominate in years to come." 
Stan Vincent, October 1996 
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• "Whether we like it or not, hi-fi is in 

the throes of having an A V dimen

sion added." 

Paul Messenger, 
September 1996 

On Ways To 
Tweak Your 
System 
• "The sound you 

seek may not always 
be found by pursuing 

what seems to be the 

most logical course." 

Jimmy Hughes, March 

1996 

• "I know full well that 

the door to sonic satis
faction can be opened by 

writing the name of your 
cat on the back of a family 

reunion photo, slipping it 

inside a discarded sock with a 50p coin 

and depositing it in the safe box of a three

star hotel, but that doesn't fill a column, 

d
"
oes it?" 

David Vivian, September 1996 

• "I still regard the Isolation Platform as 

Shun Mook's simplest and most accessible 
component, but it only scratches the surface 
of wood-aided sound improvement ... " 

Jimmy Hughes, April1996 

• "What would you say if I told you a set of 

three spiked wooden blocks was capable of 
transforming your hi-fi's sound?" 

J immy Hughes, October 1996 

On Living With Hi-Fi 
• "I can quite see why some hi-fi first timers 
fail to be convinced. Far from not being able 

to differentiate between their old radiogram 

and a new-fangled separates system, they 
can hear the differences all too plainly. Clean 

and clinical can be a pain in the ear if you've 
been used to mellow and mellifluous." 

David Vivian, July/ August 1996 

• "Some hi-fi is a pain to use, some ain't 

exactly pretty and some is just plain weird. 
The DNM 3B pre-amp is all three." 
Jason Kennedy, September 1996 

• "If a system makes all bur a tiny handful 

of recordings sound unacceptable, I'll lay 
odds there's something wrong with it." 
Jimmy Hughes, September 1996 

• "Hi-fi is not just about presenting the most 

complete picture of a musical performance. 

It's about communicating the spirit of the 

performance." 

Stan Vincent, December 1996 

• "Ever wondered why, at hi-fi shows, it's 

the small, modestly-priced systems that nor
mally make the biggest impression? It's not 
because they sound best, but simply because 
they exceed expectations rather than fall 
short of them." 

David Vivian, May 1996 

The quotes above have been taken from ... 

Paul Messenger Personal Mess�ge� 
Jason Kenned� EarWaxings 
Ba�Fox 21st Centu� Fox 
David Vivian Ultra Vivian Se�� 
Stan Vincent Editor's Notebook 
Jimmy Hughes The Jimmy Hughes Experience 

HI-FI CHOICE 



Prepare yourself to 

witness a small miracle 

from JVC. Because we've 

come up with the world's 

first ultra micro hi-fi, the 

UX-1 000. Thanks to JVC's 

award winning design* and 

technological innovation, 

this remarkable system will 

actually fit in a space 

smaller than two pages of 

this magazine. And with 

plenty of room to spare. 

TECHNICALLY PERFECT 

And if you find that a 

little bit amazing, your eyes 

just won't believe what your 

ears are hearing. Because 

the UX- 1000 develops the 

kind of sound you wouldn't 

expect to come out of such 

a small system. That's thanks 

to our innovative and unique 

design features which ensure 

unbelievably accurate repro

duction with an absolute 

minimum of distortion and 

an awesome bass sound to 

drive the system. 

PERFECTLY SIMPLE 

If you like the sound of 

what you've heard so far, 

you'll love the look of the 

UX-1 000. So small you could 

hide it anywhere, but so 

stylish you won't want to. 

You'll also be pleased to 

find that somehow we've 

made room for a whole stack 

of features. 

Our CD player is industry 

recognised as one of the 

most accurate around. 

Active Bass Super Pro gives 

you a full rich sound. And 

of course there's a digital 

synthesised tuner, LCD 

dimmer display and one 

touch Compu play to make 

the UX-1000 simplicity itself 

to use. 

Because at JVC we 

understand that all the 

best things come In 

small packages. 

'*European Compact System of the Year 

Award '981'97 

JVC 
TECHNICALLY PERFECT. 

PERFECTLY SIMPLE. 

FREEPAGES .ZOIIOO 1!121!12 
One free call finds them all 



B&W's patented method 
of using Kevlar's unique 
woven fibres for loud
speaker cones has been a 
ma;or factor in reducing 
unwanted standing waves. 

DM '601 

***** 

"The 60 Is sound like 
the voice coils of God." 

P4 

"Fast, weighty, 
superbly balanced 
sound: gorgeous 
range of real wood 
finishes. These 
floorstanders are 
among the best in 
their price band." 

For more information 
please contact 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd 
on: +44 (0)1903 750 750 

http:/ /www.bwspeakers.com 

B&Yv 
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