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The B&W Nautilus has
pioneered technologies
which will shape the
audio industry well into
the next millennium.

Hollow pole magnets,
exponentially tapered
tubes and its characteristic
shell eliminate cabinet
resonances and make

the Nautilus effectively a
‘cabinetless’ loudspeaker.




World players

Matrix “801
Gramophone

“For a domestic loud-
speaker that knows how
to groove, our European
Award is an honestly-
bestowed plaudit.”
EUROPE EISA — Aug '95

“Unequivocally a legend
in its own lifetime.”
Gramophone — Jan '96

For more information contact
B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd
on: +44(0)1903750750
http://www.bwspeakers.com
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“The 601s sound like
the voice coils of God.”
What Hi-Fi? — Nov '95

P4

HI FICHOICE

“As a speaker that is all
things to all people, the
P4 deserves a good long
look. It sounds good and
goes up to 11 on the
volume control. Little
wonder it won the British
Hi-Fi award.”

Hi-Fi Choice — Aug 96

Nautilus

“The B&W Nautilus is the
most ideal speaker | have
ever heard. It can be only
limited or coloured by the
sources, amplifiers and
cables, without any
coloration of its own.

This is the best loudspeaker
that money can buy.”

Hi-Fi Review, Japan — 94/5




Listen and you’ll see...

At B&W, music is our very reason for being. In our search for the perfect music
reproduction, we have pioneered loudspeaker technologies such as the separate
tweeter housing, the Nautilus transmission pipes, the Matrix™ cabinet and the Kevlar®
cone. These innovations symbolise all the dedication and love of music which have
inspired B&W engineers ever since the company was established 30 years ago.
Today, B&W produce loudspeakers of class-leading performance through a
unique blend of pioneering research, relentless pursuit of engineering excellence
and traditional craftsmanship. Leaving you to enjoy your music exactly as it should

be — with nothing added, nothing taken away.







B&W’s Matrix construction
uses sophisticated internal
bracing to reduce both the
amplitude and decay time
of cabinet resonance,

resulting in clear, coherent
musical reproduction.

o

Matrix 801

The B&W Matrix “801 studio
loudspeaker has been judged
‘Speaker of the Year’ by
Audio/Video International
for an unprecedented seven
years in a row and is now
used in more than 80 per
cent of all recordings of
classical music.

DECC

ey

For more information contact
B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd
on: +44(0)1903750750
hitp://www.bwspeakers.com
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B&W's patented method of
using Kevlar’s unique woven
fibres for loudspeaker
cones has been a major
factor in reducing unwanfed
standing waves.

DM*601

“Soaring through the speaker
market like a breath of fresh
air, the DM“601’s demand to
be heard. Big and powerful
sound with plenty of subtlety.
Miss them at your peril.”
What Hi-Fi? 5 Stars — Jun’96

For more information contact

B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd

on: +44(0)1903750750
-//www.bwspeakers.com
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The Mini was always
synonomous with perfor-
mance, whether 1t was the
car or the fashion. And
now there’s another Mini
which delivers unbelievable
performance. The Reference
500 System from Teac.
The sound quality of
separates combined with
the convenience of a Mini
System. No other Mini
comes even close!

T-H500 TUNER

AV-HS00 -
PRO-LOGIC AMP

A-H500
AMP

MD-H500 "=
MINI DISC

RHS00 o
CASSETTE DECK

PD-H500
(D PLAYER

VRDS-9
(D PLAYER

“TEAC mini sets standards”
WHAT HI*FI, Jan 97

“All three sources sound

big and confident, with an
accuracy and delicacy more
akin to separates than minis”

WHAT HI~FI, May 97

“In terms of its good looks,
the system’s asking price
could just about be doubled”
Gramophone, Jan 97

Visit your TEAC Stockist for a
demonstration or call TEAC
on 01923 819630

for more information

TEAC

N Vo, (ould Mlways Cet Brillian

Performance From A Min

1
4

DUE TO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL, OTHER MINI SYSTEMS

WILL NOT BE DELIVERING THIS
) e

LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE
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@ QUERIES (PAGE 24) AND LETTERS 10 THE EDITOR

Accepted by letter only to the fax number, e-mail or postal addresses given.
We deeply regret we are unable to speak with readers or answer queries on
the telephone.

@ BACK ISSUES — SEE PAGE 151 FOR DETAILS.

A number of selected back issues are available at £4.00 each (£6.95 over-
seas) including p&p. Call (01789) 490215 to order— all major credit cards
accepted.

@ SUBSCRIPTIONS —~ SEE PAGE 32 FOR DETAILS

If you have a problem with an existing subscription, contact our fulfilment
company on (01454) 620070, (01454) 620080 (fax), or e-mail ‘cihot-
line@aol.com’. Quote your Subscriber Number, which is printed at the top
of your subscription address label.

@ NEW PRODUCT INFORMATION

We welcome information on all new and upgraded products — in all
instances we would request that manufacturers contact the editorial
department first. However, the magazine is obliged neither to review nor
return unsolicited products. The Editor-in-Chief does not accept responsi-
bility for unsolicited copy.

@ PHOTOCOPIES
We cannot supply photocopies of articles thatare out of print, but do try our
FactsBack service (p. 142).

© COPYRIGHTS & REPRINTS

Material in Hi-Fi Choice is copyright and may not be reproduced in any
form without written permission from the Publisher. Address requests for
re-use of copyright material to Paul Smyth, Co-Operative Marketing
Executive, Dennis Publishing Ltd., 19 Bolsover Street, London W1P 7H). &
0171-917 3946; e-mail ‘coop_marketing@dennis.co.uk’.

@ DISCLAIMER
Every care has been taken in the preparation of this journal, but the pub-
lishers cannot be held ible for the of the i ion con-

tained herein, or for any consequence arising. All judgements have been
made in the context of equipment available to Hi-Fi Choice at the time of
review. ‘Value for money’ comments are based on UK prices at press time
(which are subject to fluctuation) and only apply to the UK market.

@ OVERSEAS LICENSING ENQUIRIES

Hi-Fi Choice is available for licensing overseas. For details contact Bruce
Sawford, International Licensing Director, on +44 171-917 5538; by fax on
+44 171-917 7655; or by e-mail at ‘licensdir@dennis.co.uk’ .

HI-FI CHOICE

|s hi-fi the last bastion of sanity in a world gone insane with
electronic widgets? Stan Vincent invites you to find out. . .

y the time you read this, shops

will be falling over themselves to

sell you high-tech electronic toys

in time for Christmas. I used to

consider myself a gadget fan, but these days

I’'m bamboozled by the range on offer.

Thank goodness for simplemusic and hi-fi!

This is our second annual Best Buys

guide, which features all the best products

we have reviewed in the past 12 months.

Our swing-tags have singled out the finest

hi-fi since this magazine was launched in

1975. Then, as now, sound quality is the

criterion by which products are judged.

Throughout this issue, you’ll see small

companies receiving their gongs on the
same podium as the big guys.

What's special about Hi-Fi Choice?
No other magazine tests hi-fi as thoroughly
as Hi-Fi Choice. First, a team of experi-
enced listeners checks out CD players,
amps or speakers under unsighted condi-
tions — that is, without knowing which is
which. Then, one of our highly experienced
reviewers makes a longer acquaintance
with every product, before every candidate
undergoes a lab test in the hands of our
Technical Editor, Paul Miller, using award-
winning computerised equipment.

Our renowned testing régime is backed
up by a comprehensive Buyers’ Guide,
which includes up-to-date prices for every

hi-fi product on the market, plus a listing of
those we have reviewed. The fun begins on
page 115. Meanwhile, our latest innova-
tion is the Hi-Fi Choice Web site
(www.hifichoice.co.uk), which offers an
interactive hi-fi buyers’ guide and buzzing
chat areas. Full details on page 33.

Inever knew there was so much in it
Every month we build on our review foun-
dations with up-to-the-minute product and
industry news, opinions, practical features
and much more. Our list of subscribers is at
an all-time high and our officially-audited
circulation figure is also on the rise.

The DJ’s Choice
With this issue UK readers have received a
free copy of DJ Choice, which takes a
broad look at the craze for home-grown
music created with turntables, mixers and
samplers. We regret we could not supply
this supplement for overseas readers.
‘Bedroom D]Js” may be younger than the
average Hi-Fi Choice reader, and their
music may be hard to stomach for those of
delicate sensibilities. Butlike it or not, they
are the hi-fi enthusiasts of tomorrow. And
guess what? Already they’re having argu-
ments about LP vinyl, CD and MiniDisc.
Anyway, I reckon it’s time armchair audio-
philes wised up to the sounds of the street.
Enjoy your listening this month!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING WINNERS OF OUR SEPTEMBER COMPETITION!

IN THE POPE MUSIC
COMPETITION THE
CORRECT ANSWER WAS:
B) DYNAMIC FIDELITY.
HERE ARE THE WINNERS:
15 First Prizes

(set of 10 CDs) to:

M Arnold of London

R Masterton of Tyne & Wear
S Lyon od London

J Beech of Oldham

D Smith of Hull

K Kibble of Dorset

J Regueira-Fernandez of Herts
P Baker of Barnstaple

R Baines of Lancs

R Robinson of E Yorks

R Barnes of Nottingham

S Mitchell of Nottingham

M Gale of Dorset

A Marsh of Kent

D Noble of Hants

10 Second Prizes (Two CDs) to:
¢ J Ballard of London

i M Oakes of Essex

i S Ling of Middlesex

i J Snell of Kent

: P Kay of Penge

i M Collins of Lancaster

i J Hewett of Northumberland
i N Ferguson of Hants

¢ C Carrick of Bishop Auckland
i T Clarke of W Sussex

: 30 Third Prizes (Sampler CD) to:
J Bannister of Warks

i G Beattie of Carloke

i A Shreef of Birkenhead

i N Pincott of Kent

i R Warden of Bristol

i | Burt of Surrey

M Thomas of London

: L Thomas of Gwent
i P Watson of Cheshire

: Carl Hangsen of Berks

D Latimer of Bristol
E Wood of Gloucester
J Weatheritt of Edinburgh
H Platt of Cheshire
M Taylor of Lancs
J Curran of Kingston-upon-
hames
C Male of Wilts
M Foscoe of Herts
S Lopez of London
M Winter of Midlothian
P Nyles of Manchester
A Turner of Lancs
L Phillips of Glasgow
N Yexley of Notts
C Wakely of Wilts
O Martin of Middlesex
T Wrigglesworth of Surrey
R Oldfield of E Sussex
J Milne of Kincaldineshire

: S Mathieson of Tamworth
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Three superb systems ia‘ 1
Il

» BEST BUYS 1997 ISSUE 173

12 Best of Statements

A round-up of the sauciest products featured
in the past 12 months’ Statements.

2 4 Help!

Hi-Fi Choice's resident stereo shaman, Alan
Sircom, is here to heal your audio ailments.

By s e,

‘AAAi{

31 Ultimate Hints and Tips

Jimmy Hughes has words of wisdom for those
just starting out in hi-fi.

3 6 Best of Instant Systems

Pass the Pick’N'Mix! Here are the highlights of
the year's system reviews — tried and tested
combinations of CD players, amps and
speakers offering fully-formed hi-fi flavours.

o' OPINION & JARGON-BUSTER

Headphones p76 fr s N Cassette decks p77 9 From The Editor's Notebook

Stan Vincent gets the ball rolling and
announces recent competition winners.

152 Choice Cuts

: A year’s worth of distilled wisdom and concen-
trated ideas from our esteemed columnists.

103 The Glossary

Amaze your friends! Astound them with your
== newly enhanced audio vocabulary using our
Amplifiers p62 comprehensive listing of hi-fi terminology.

HI-FI CHOICE

10 BEST BUYS 1997



Statements: the domain of extraordinary and beautiful hi-fi p12

PRODUCTS FEATURED

IN THIS ISSUE

32 Subscriptions

Why struggle through the winter weather to
get your copy of Hi-Fi Choice, when you can
get a postman to bring it for you instead? And
you'll receive a free gift!

33 Hi-Fi Choice on the Webh

Our Internet presence gains strength as our
Web site becomes a must-see location. Find
out how to join us in Cyberspace.

l l 4 Reader Classified

Buy, sell or trade that fantastic bit of pre-loved
hi-fi componentry in our highly-select portfolio
of used hi-fi products.

l 42 FactsBack

The ultra-convenient and high-speed way to
access classic Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy reviews
and other stuff by return of fax.

lSl Next Month & Back Issues

It's back to normal next month as we welcome
in the New Year with a lump of coal, and find
out how to get hold of any missed issues.
Reserve your copy now!

.THE BUYER’S GUIDE

l l 5 The Price Guide/Directory

Our icon-driven listing of all things hi-fi
includes an easy-to-use almanac of every
product reviewed by Hi-Fi Choice.

WIN!WIN!WIN!

Superh AVI
system worth
over £3,200!

HI-FI CHOICE

BEST BUYS START HERE!

4 6 Best Buy Introduction

Welcome to our world-famous hi-fi tests, and
this year's collected Best Buys and
Recommendations.

4 8 Best Buy CD players

Full details of the hottest players we've
reviewed this year — Best Buy and
Recommended.

62 Best Buy Amplifiers

Our survey of today's best amplifiers is the
essential jumping-off point for beginners and
upgraders alike.

7 5 Best Buy Tuners

The ideal way to get music from the ether is to
find a good quality tuner. We name the finest.

7 Best Buy Headphones

Our crop of class cans guarantees you the
peak of in-head entertainment.

77 Best Buy Cassette Decks

MiniDisc may get the press, but the analogue
cassette lives on — and here’s why.

81 Best Buy Equipment Supports

Get rid of those breeze blocks, get that hi-fi off
the floor and find the ultimate way to support
your system.

82 Best Buy Loudspeakers

The year's crucial cones, best boxes and top
tweeters are in these pages.

93 Best Buy Cables

Worried and waylaid by wrong wire? We
weveal — sorry, reveal — the best speaker
cables around.

9 5 Best Buy Turntahles

Find out which of the latest, greatest turnta-
bles are worth spinning vinyl for.

9 6 EISA winners

Discover the brightest stars in 1997's
European Constellation of hi-fi and
home cinema equipment.

Acoustic Energy AE 10!
Acoustic Pr n Eikos..
Acoustic Precision Eikos FR
Acurus ACD11.

Alchemist Nexus ADP32A
AMC 3025a

AMC 3050a.

Audio Note AN-Arm 1..
Audio Note AN-JL

Audio Note 0TO

Audio Note TT1....

Audio Research CD2
Audio Research VT-100
Audiolab 8000CDM/DAI
Audiolab 80000/M

Aura CA200/PA10
Avalon Avatar.

AVI Pasitron

AVI 52000 MC Ref

AVI S2000M|

B&W DM 305.

B&W DM 6

B&W Matrix 804.

B&W Nautilus.
Beyerdynamic DT51
Cable Talk Talk 3.
Cambridge Audio A1 mk3
Cambridge Audio A3
Eamhndge Audio CD4SE..

Clarion VRX
Conrad-Johnson AR.T

Conrad-Johnson DR-1 D/A-2B ..

Copland CSA8.
Creek 0BH-11..
Crimson CS610C.

Denon AVP-A1

Denon DCD-3000.
Denon DCD-63

Denon DRM-650S
Denon PMA-250SE ..
Denon PMA-350SE ..
Denon TU-425RD.
Densen Beat B-100
Densen DM-20/DM-30
Dynaudio Contour 1.8 mkl
Frameworks H500/H175.
Gale 4

Gale XL189.

Goertz M2..

Grado SR22!
Harmon/Kardon HD 73
Harmon/Kardon HK 620
Harman/Kardon TU 950.
Heybrook Helio:

Jamo Concert

Jeff Rowland Concentra..
JPW ML1010

JPW ML510

JVC AX-SD1

JVC FX-SD1

JVC SX-SD1

JVC TD-SD1

JVC XL-SD1

JVC XL-V18:

Kenwood DP-4090
Kenwood DP-709f
Kenwood KX-W6080.
Keswick Audio Tarino .
Kimber 4TC

Linn Linto/Arki

Living Voice Airscout/RW 24
Magnum IA120

Marantz 63Mkll KI SIG
Marantz CD-17 Kl SIG
Marantz CD-67SE...
Marantz PM-66 KI-SIG......

Meridian 506
i Meridian 518

Micromega Solo CDP...
:  Mission 731 Pro.
Mission 733i...

i Mission 753 Freedom..
i Mission Cyrus dAD3Q.
i Mission Cyrus dAD3

i Muse Model 3/160...

i Musical Fidelity A1001
i Musical Fidelity A2

i Musical Fidelity A220 .
:  Musical Fidelity E1..

:  Musical Fidelity X-AS0
¢ Musical Fidelity X-CANS..
i Myryad MC-100.

i NAD 114/214..

: NAD 312

i NAD 314

i Naim CD2..

i Naim CD3..

i Naim Intro..

i Naim Nait 3R

: NHT Superones ...

:  Optimum Int. OPT 490.
i Orelle CD-100ea.

i Philips CD 721

i Philips Proscreen 450
i Philips SBC 3396 ..

i Pioneer A-204R..

i Pioneer A-300R Precision
: Pioneer CT-S550:

: Pioneer FX-Serie

: Pioneer PD-S505 Precision .
: Pioneer PDR-04...

i Pro-Ject 2.

i Proceed COP..

i Rehdeko RK115a

Reson RS1A

i Rogers db101

i Rogers Avanti C628

i Roksan ATT-DP3P/DA2/DS5..
i Roksan Caspian int amp..

i Roksan Caspian ..

Roksan 0J3X .
Roksan Attessa DP3P ..
Rotel RCD-370BX.

: Ruark Crusadet
: Sennheiser HO545..

i Sony CDP-X3000ES

i Sony CDP-XA50ES

i Sony MDR-CD1700.

i Sony MDS-JASOES .

: Sony SDP-EP9ES

i Sony TA-F448BE.

: Sound In Slate Sculpture 2..
i Sound Organ. Z560.

i Stax Lambda Nova Basic.
¢ Talk Electronics Storm 1.
i Tangent Monitor

i Tangent Monitor

i Tannoy Definition D100

i Tannoy Definition D300

i Tannoy Mercury M2

¢ Tannoy Mercury M3

i Teac CD-P3450SE

i Teac P-30..

i Technics RS-AZ6

i Thomson DTH-1000

i Triangle Antal

i Triangle Zephyr..

Trichord DT/ PS1
Trichord Genesis.
Wharfedale MFM-3.
Wilsan Benesch ACT1..

: Wilson Benesch Actor
: Yamaha CD-X830
i Yamaha KX-580SE..
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BEST OF STATEMENTS

Throughout the year in Statements, we investigate some of the more

exotic and unusual products to arrive on the hi-fi scene. This special

‘Best O compilation encapsulates a year's worth of glittering hi-fi prizes.

MERIDIAN 502/557 :
ISSUE 162

Thenew £1,295 502 Analogue
Controller (preamp) and £1,400
557 stereo power amp have put
Meridian’s largely forgotten
amplification back in the same
league as its digital products.
The 502 Analogue Controller
has four phono-plug and three
balanced-line inputs, two pairs
of single-ended tape outputs and
abalanced and single-ended
main output — many of these
can be user configured. The 200
Watt 557 can even be adjusted
for bridged mode operation.
Once set up, the 502/557 is

remarkably user-friendly.
What makes it so good?

Having 200 Watts or more on

tapis a blessing when driving

: most loudspeakers, yet these

: Watts are not delivered with the
. sort of sluggishness often associ-
. ated with big power. Likewise,
the preamplifier — given a day

: ormore of runningin—has a

© remarkably fast and tidy persona
© that holds on to any style of

music like a terrier.
It's far more transparent than

: you'd expect at the price. Atany

cost, this would be a good

- amplifier combination, but at
. this price, itis a true bargain.

Meridian Audio Ltd %= (01480) 434334

12 BEST BUYS 1997

LIVING VOICE
AIRSCOUT/RW24
ISSUE 163

i Remarkable as itis (even by
large domestic horn standards),
i the£19,500 Living Voice

i Airscout does have limited bass
i extension. Unsurprisingly, the

¢ only subwoofer that blends suc-
cessfully with itis the £11,500
¢ Living Voice RW24. The combi-
¢ nation is expensive but very

i effective indeed.

Efficiency is so high, a

claimed 108dB broad-band for
i the combination, that asingle

i (preferably valve) amp is per-

i fectly capable of generating

i extreme volume levels.

What really strikes you about

these speakers is their effortless

WILSON BENESCH A.C.T. 1
ISSUE 162 :

The Wilson benesch A.C.T. One
is an extremely elegant and
remarkably compact three-way
loudspeaker design. Its curved
sides make it appear smaller
thanitis. Infact it stands over a
metre tall and weighs in at 45
kilos. Wb's trademark carbon
fibre is used for the curved side
panels, givingthe A.C.T. One a
cross-section like the prow of a
boat.

Build quality is first class, as
it should be at this price
(£6,857), and you'll be hard
pressed to find speakers with the
A.C.T. One’s sonic capabilities

¢ dynamics — regular speakers

can't even begin to create this
sort of power and scale without
resorting to excessive levels or
aggressiveness under duress.
It's about energy. With these

. speakers you get an inherent

strength out of the music, what-

. ever level you listen at.

Everything is there: full timbral
colour, perfect timing, trans-
parency without brightness and
coherence like you wouldn’t
believe.

The RW24 is itself quite
extraordinary. Only on substitut-
ing a box speaker do you realise
how clean, uncompressed and
natural it sounds. Don’t expect

¢ tofind a better speaker system
¢ than thisone easily.
© Living Voice = (0115) 981 3562

that are so attractive too.
These speakers excel in their

. lack of distortion. They can play
¢ John Zorn's Naked City at

attack volume and come up

: smiling— partly a corollary of

their outrageous transparency

. combined with clarity that's

. devoid of the slightest hint of

. glare. They got on very well with
© the Krell KAV 300i integrated

© amp which revealed their pen-

chant for timing. This speaker

: will stopon adime and start

again exactly when it should,

: and has one of the cleanest pre-
. sentations to emanate from a

non-electrostatic design. Very
fine.
Wilson benesch @ (0114) 285 2656
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DR-1 CD TRANSPORT/
D/A-2B CONVERTER
ISSUE 164

The£1,795 DR-1 CD transport
and £1,995 valve-sporting D/A-
2b(2b— ‘tube’, geddit?) con-
verter aren’t conrad-johnson’s
first venture into CD players, but
they are among the company’s
more affordable efforts.

Both units are kitted out in
classic c-j livery and have solid
cases. Under both lids there is
plenty of Philips componentry: a
CDM12 mechanism sits inside
the DR-1 for instance, but c-j
has breathed heavily upon the
entire transport package, having
precisely adjusted the laser
intensity and focus, as well as

ACOUSTIC
PRECISION EIKOS
ISSUE 165

The Eikos is the first CD player
from newly-formed brand
Acoustic Precision, but with
electronics designer Tom Evans
and loudspeaker engineer
Patrick Hanscombe behind it, it
emerges a thoroughbred.

The Eikos started life as a
Pioneer PD-S904S, but under-
went a transformation. There is
now an Eliminatoranalogueout-
put stage alongside an Acoustic
Precision Superclock 3, and a
host of components replace the
line-fits, although the Legato-

HI-FI CHOICE

CCCEE

adding a proprietary re-clocking
circuit.

If a single word could
describe the c-j equipment’s
performance, it would be ‘real’.
You get a real-world sense of
scale to voices and instruments.
The dynamics — both small and
large scale — are palpable. Even
the tonal balance makes for a
natural and authentic perfor-
mance.

Bass notes occur naturally
without attracting the adverse
attention that hampers musical
enjoyment. If you can't live with

the clinical nature of most CD

players, but Krell and Wadia are
out of your reach, conrad-john-
son’s DR-1 and D/A-2b combo
may be the answer.

. Audiofreaks = (0181) 948 4153

BEST OF STATEMENTS

| DENSEN DM-20/DM-30
ISSUE 164

Three things you need to know
about the Densen DM-20/DM-
30 pre-power combo. First itis
Danish; second, its styling is all
gold knobs and stark minimal-
ism; and third, its music making
belongs to the ‘rhythm and tim-
ing’ school epitomised by Naim
Audio. With added ‘air guitar
factor’. Nice!

The DM-20 preamp costs
£1,250, has six inputs and four
outputs and is accompanied by
a separate £300 phonostage
called the DP-01. The DM-30
power amp (also£1,250)
pumps out 100 Watts, has two

 Link S-DAC chip remains.

The Eikos pulls an astonish-

. ing amount of information off the

disc. New-found lyrics emerged
from discs; acoustics sprang up

: around recorded instruments;
: andunderpinningeverything

was tight, quick bass.
This surfeit of resolution

© wrings intelligibility from diffi-

cult and dense material, yet
enhances the joy of realism that

a great recording can create.

So there you have it: the best
source component we've heard
to dateand, at £1,850, itisn't
silly money. This is definitely a
can't-live-without-it product.
Acoustic Precision & (01483) 267516

i At£995 the Concerto is the

i middle model in Sonus Faber's
Concert range. At 22kg and

i 1bBlitres, it's no baby — butitis
i beautiful. At the heart of this

i two-way reflex design is a

i 20mm silk-dome tweeter, and a
i 180mm ‘cellulose carbonium’

i woofer with a large dust cap.

Being a refined and transpar-

ent loudspeaker, the Concerto
i appreciates well-mannered
i partnering equipment. It excels

inputs and two pairs of speaker
outputs.

First impressions are of
effortless resolution coupled
with a slightly dark tonal bal-
ance. But you soon acclimatise
to the tonal colour and begin to

- appreciate that the imaging s a

lot better than with some highly-

. acclaimed kit at this price.

Better still is that, above all, the
Densens want to boogie. They
manage to stop and start with-
out emphasising the upper
midrange. In fact, they resolve

timbre very effectively. And they

pass the air guitar test with fly-
ing colours. Most definitely
amps to get down with.

Densen = (01582) 561227

in the reproduction of refined
music, making it sound natural

- and eloguent. Jazzensembles,

pianos, string quartets and solo
voices are its forté.
By concentrating its talents,

. the Concerto is aiming for realis-
: tic reproduction; a goal that is

achievable. If you love this type
of music, once you've heard it

- through the Concertos, you'll

find that the majority of alterna-
tives at the price will sound

: crudeor veiled by comparison.

And it looks the part, too!
Absolute Sounds & (0181) 947 5047
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The CD-63MkIl KI-Signature voted European CD Player of the Year  1996-1997

The PM-66 Kl-Signature,voted European Amplifier of the Year  1997-1998

AMREARaANEZ-
PURE HIGH FIDELITY

TELEPHONE: 01753 680868
Visit our internet pages on
Internet: http://www.marantz.com/marantz




B&W NAUTILUS
ISSUE 166 - fied. Its shape has incredibly low

. diffraction, allowing for maxi-
: mum dispersion and thus a lot

What makes the B&W Nautilus
cost £35,0007 It's arguably the
most elegant high-end loud-
speaker available, but its extra-
ordinary form results from an
equally extraordinary function:
the management of rearward
radiation by means of exponen-
tially-tapered transmission line
pipes that protrude behind each
of the four drive units.

Proceed’s £3,395 CDP integrat-
ed CD player, won this year's
“European High End of the Year
‘97-'98 “award form EISA. It's
based around an 18-bit, dual-
differential DAC, with an eight-
times oversampling digital filter
from the Pacific Microsonics
HDCD stable. Words alone can-
not describe the quality of this
unit's construction. Well, per-
haps one: awesome.

The CDP’s sound holds true
to family traits demonstrated in
Mark Levinson CD players. In
an odd way, however, it sounds
even better than its stable-
mates by demonstrating less
overt ‘character’ than the more

HI-FI CHOICE

In fact, the whole of the
Nautilus is ingenuity personi-

more ‘in-room’ sound than

. usual.

And what sound! It almost
goes without saying that the
sheer resolving power of the

© Nautilus will chew up and spit
 out less than the very best ancil-
. laries, but getitrightand the

. rewards are spectacular.

Or rather, they're not. What's
so impressive is the sense of

. effortlessness, not slam or wow
: factor. It's more like the ease
 with which a racing car will cor-
" ner compared to aregular car:

understated and precise.

. Because of its transparency and
- the adjustability of its active
: crossover, the Nautilus almost

transcends hi-fi. Anyone consid-
ering a Porsche should hear a

: pairof thesefirst. ..
© B&W Loudspeakers = (01903) 750750

PROCEED CDP :
ISSUE 167

up-market Levinson — less
cerebral, more enjoyably musi-
cal. It still makes a good fist of

¢ gut-churning bass and treble
¢ clarity ala Levinson, but at the

same time offers a sense of
spontaneity lackingin the big-

¢ gercomponents.

In tonal balance the Proceed

: is neutral to a fault, and this
: might be the stumbling block
. thatdebars its presence from

unsuitable systems. But, in
many ways, the CDP is the per-

. fecthigh-end cure-all. It's a sin-
. gle-box CD player that provides
. almost everything you need from
: high-end audio, yet also retains

the musicality more often found
in less expensive players. In
short, it is a star.

Path Premier @ (01494) 441736

BEST OF STATEMENTS

8 MUSE MODEL 3/MODEL 160 [
ISSUE 166

i |fthere’s such a thing as a high-
end bargain, the Muse Model

i Three/Model One Hundred Sixty
i pre/power combination is it.

i Even though the combined sell-
i ing price of this combo is
£4,285, it works out at under

i £27 per Watt. And these are big,
i scary American Watts. The

i £1,995 Muse Model Threeisa

straightforward line preamplifier
with three single-ended and two
balanced inputs and exemplary
build-quality. The case is solid

: aluminium. Inside, four circuit
. boards are virtually welded to

the preamp.
The £2,290 Muse Model

: One Hundred Sixty power ampli-

fier packs a pretty hefty 160

. Watts with eight FET output
. devices aided by a massive
: toroidal transformer.

The Muse duo has remark-
able transparency and grip. The
preamp neither romanticises nor
lays music bare. Its partner is

. one of the few big 'uns that can
- swing quicksilver dynamics like

a three-Watt triode amp, while
exercising the control and
unforced power reserves of the

5 serious behemoths. It even has
. rhythmic strengths to rival the

best of British. A tasty duo that
won't break the bank.
Audiofreaks @& (0181) 948 4153

¥ THOMSON DTH-1000 ;
3l ISSUE 167 :

DVD finally arrived on British

i shores in the guise of Thomson's
i £599.99 DTH-1000 player.
One bugbear for audiophiles is
i that the DVD-Audio standard is
i still to be finalised. Many com-

i panies are keen that DVD-Audio
should embody a 24-bit word

i length and 96kHzsampling rate
i (compared with CD’s 16-bit

i word length and 44.1kHz sam-
pling rate, which falls signifi-

i cantly short of perfection,

i according to some pundits.)

Meanwhile, Thomson's DTH-

i 1000 uses more humble chips.

¢ With conventional CDs the play-
i ersounded thin, flatand pinched
i —below parevenfora£100CD

player. On this evidence the first
DVD players will have to rely on
their VHS-crushing picture-qual-

: ity to part would-be buyers from
: theircash.

The audiophile jury is still

v deliberating DVD's potential for

enhancing hi-fi music replay.
But there is considerably less
equivocation about the promise
DVD holds for video and com-
puter applications. There is so
much potential in DVD that it

: would be a great shame if

audiophiles missed out on the
musical delights it promises. If
DVD-Audiois allowed to reach
its full potential, master tape

. quality will reach the home. But

it's a big ‘if".
Thomson (c/o Ferguson)

= (0181) 344 4444

BEST BUYS 1997

15



Do you really want
just another Hi-Fi?

Big toy or big value?

If you're the sort of person who just likes to look at Hi-FI, then we recommend the first option.

If, however, you demand the best possible sound at the best possible price,

may we recommend your local AudioClub dealer who will be happy to give your eyes a rest and your ears a treat.
Contact us at the address below for more information on the complete NAD range. ____

ersary

15 Faraday Road, Dept. HW10
Aylesbury Buckinghamshire HP19 3RY

Telephone: (01296) 82017
E-mail: sales@nad.co.uk
Web: http://www.nad.co.uk



SONY SDP-EP9ES :
ISSUE 168

With digital radio, satellite and
terrestial TV broadcasting wait-
ing in the wings, a completely
digital system could be a practi-
cal domestic proposition by the
millenium. Such a system could
easily be used with a single digi-
tal to analogue converterinstead
of one in each component.

Hereitis. Sony’'s £599.99
SDP-EP9ES is a superb example
of convergence: designed as an
A/V processor preamp, italso
blendsthedigitalsources of hi-fi
and home cinema.

The A/V part of the SDP-
EPOES is powerful and among

the most up-to-date available. It

. sports all the latest Dolby Digital
: and Dolby Pro-Logic surround

¢ processors and utilises digital-

. domain simulations of the sound
© fields found in Sony’s Hollywood
¢ movie mixing theatres.

Being an all-digital system,

© with more or less the DAC sec-

- tion from the Sony CD player

© range, the SDP-EP9ES has all

: the smoothness and detail of

. these players. It also bestows a
. even-handedness and sense of
: consistencyto all digital inputs.

Buy it now. When audio has

¢ matured into a full-bodied digital
i multimedia system, the SDP-

: EPSES will be there waiting.

: Sony & (0990) 111 999

i switch, IEC socket, two sturdy

BINT OF STATEMENT

3 MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A50 |
il ISSUE 169

Like all other offerings in
Musical Fidelity’s cylindrical X

i series, the £499.99 X-A50

i monoblok power amps claim to
give a performanceout of all pro-
portion to their size and price.

i Certainly the muscle-to-fat ratio
i is high: the claimed 50 Watt

i outputis closer to 65 and the X-
i AB0s can swing a terrific peak

i currentof 23.9A. Difficult

i speakers are no obstacle.

Yet you’d never suspect their
i potential. Minimalist hardly

i describes it: a red LED, on-off

4mm binding posts and two
phono sockets (one a line input,
the other for bi-ampilification via
daisy-chaining).

From within those cylinders,
however, the X-A50s perform
magic. Hitched up to a pair of

super-efficient speakers, the

MF’s have it all: amazing
imagery, metronomic time-keep-
ing and authentic dynamics.

There's bass, there's treble —
:and there's music. It's a mark of

. good amps when the sound is not
© just a polite tableau but, instead,
. athree-dimensional entity barely
. contained by the speakers. Atthe

price, these are a steal.

© Musical Fidelity = (0181) 900 2866

TEAC P-30
ISSUE 168

. DACs, the P-30 performed
seamlessly. Inevitably some

© pairings were more fortuitous

© than others: the Audio Note

. DAC-1 valve converter was a

. notable hit. There were dynam-

¢ ics aplenty and bass to keep any
¢ head-banger happy. The P-30

¢ has almost nointrinsic character
¢ to colour the sound.

No other Japanese CD manufac-
turer can match Teac's reputa-
tion for building epically-propor-
tioned transport mechanisms.
The new P-30, costing
£2,499.95, serves only to fuel
such a reputation. Builtto near-
military standards, the P-30
passes the beloved high-mass-
audio tyre-kicking test with fly-
ing colours: weighing in at over
14 kilos, the P-30 is one of the
heaviest CD transports around.
Behind the chunky, dark-
champagne fagade lurks a cen-
tre-mounted CD mechanism,
the very latest heavy-duty
Vibration-free Rigid Disc-clamp-

HI-FI CHOICE

ing System (VRDS) transport
designed by Teac itself.
Tried out with a selection of

Only in the fabled ‘boogie fac-

. tor' stakes could the P-30 be

. marked down. This might be

. ascribed to its even-handed-

: ness, butitdoes seem to lack

¢ theraw, heads-down energy

. thatthe best players cando well.
¢ Teac = (01923) 819630

WILSON BENESCH ACTOR ¥
 ISSUE 169

After Wilson benesch’s very
i classy A.C.T.One(pl2),comes

the more affordable (£3,800)
Actor. Shape, size and styling
cues (curved sides, narrow
back) are similar to the those of
the ACT1 butsimplified, with
Wb’s trademark carbon fibre

i composites nowhere to be seen.
i The effectis inevitably less luxu-

rious. The three drivers are

: sourced from Scanspeak: the

i 130mm bass and bass-mid

i cones are made from acarbon-
i and-pulp-fibre plastic composite

and the tweeter uses a 25mm
doped-silk dome.
If build is beefy (each enclo-

i sure weighs 35kg), the sound is

no less so. The Actor packs a
real punch while also sounding
lively, and driving the music
along with gusto. It maintains
exceptional control across a
wide dynamic range. Bass is
quick, weighty and well-timed
and the slightly brighter-than-
average balance lends an

i open-ness to the sound which is

ally clean.

Inthe end, the Actor isn’t as

transparent and smooth as the

more expensive A.C.T. One, but
itis a very fine speaker for the
money, and can only enhance

Wb's growing reputation.
. Wilson benesch = (0114) 285 2656

all the better for being exception- B
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In five years' time,

your hi-fi could look like this.
But why wait five years?

At Kenwood, we see no reason why the ultimate hi-fi has to be, well... sci-fi.

So we invented Series 21.

It's every inch the home entertainment experience you’'d expect from Kenwood.

But with a difference.

Because it's future ready, even formats that have yet to be established (like DVD)
will be able to be heard in six-channel Dolby Digital sound through those formidable
di-polar speakers.

Of course, set-up is simplicity itself - and operation even easier (thanks in the most part
to a bi-directional remote control).

And CD Text, Voice Activation and a motorised front panel make it great fun to live with.
Which means you're left with a choice.
Nip along to your local Kenwood dealer and view Series 21 today.

Or wait five years and see what our rivals manage to come up with.

Series 21 systems are available from around £499 to £1499, including
speaker packages. Model featured is the range-topping SE-A950S.

KENWOOD

music to live for

Hear tomorrow, today.




AVALON AVATAR
ISSUE 170 5

: and a200mm Nomex/Kevlar

¢ composite-cone woofer. It has a
. lowish claimed sensitivity of

- 85dB but a broad in-room

. frequency response of

: 45Hz-24kHz.

In the US Avalon has long been
one of the great high-end com-
panies. Its most affordable
floorstander is the £5,495
Avatar (£4,495 in black) which
has a distinctive ‘stealth’ design
finished in arich, hand-sanded,
book-matched, cherry or wal-
nutveneer.
Eachenclosurestandslittle
more than a metre tall yet
weighs a substantial 30kg. The
drivercomplementcomprises a

25mm titanium dome tweeter

This speaker needs as many

. decent-quality Watts as you can
© throw atit. At least 100 will

. bring the speaker to life, but

: more s better. The Avatar pos-

. sesses a unique ability to disap-
¢ pear sonically, which is a hard

: task for any speaker to perform,

. letalone a floorstander. It

. soundseffectively like one driver
: —treble, mid and bass blended
. seamlessly —and has that won-
. derful sense of naturalness that
typifies the very best music.

¢ That's music and not just hi-fi,

¢ for the acoustic stuff begins to

. sound more natural than the

. electronic and makes you hun-

: gryformore.

: Audiofreaks @ (0181) 948 4153
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CONRAD-JOHNSON ART
3 ISSUE 170 5

i The £15,000 conrad-johnson

i ART (Anniversary Reference

¢ Triode) line-level preamplifier is
i acelebration of c-j's 20 years at
i the high-end tiller, and is avail-
able only on a strictly limited

i (250-off), individually-num-

i bered basis.

i Asingle-ended design, it
incorporates triode valves and a
i true dual-mono configuration.

i The control microprocessor is

i theonly circuit shared between
both channels: all other compo-

nents, even the mains leads, are
duplicated on left and right. The
microprocessor selects the nec-

- essary combination of Vishay

resistor values for any desired

volume level. Naturally, the ART

preamplifier uses only the finest

: components throughout.

Onfirst hearing the ART, the
brain takes a while to compen-

. satefor the lack of coloration and

blurring normally associated

- with preamplifiers. Soon it
seems like a new reference point

has been established. The ART

. transmits musical signals, unsul-
. lied, in a manner that many rivals
¢ claim to do— yet ultimately fail

. todeliver critical analysis. It's lit-
¢ tle wonder that those who've

heard the true nature of the ART
need little persuasion to buy it.
Unfortunately, if you want

the very best, it might already be
¢ too late!
¢ Audiofreaks = (0181) 948 4153

AUDIO RESEARCH CD2
ISSUE 171 3

High-octane US CD players
never used to equal home-
brewed designs in our tests. But
the CD1, from Audio Research
Corporation (ARC), rewrote the
rules by gaining Recommended
statusin HFC 163. Its replace-
ment, the £3,399 CD2, looks a
similarly classy act.

It has the same milled solid-
aluminium facia, the same big
display and drawer, and the
same big, bold styling. Audio
Research classes the CD2 as a
CD transport-player, believing it
to be equally adept as a dedicat-
ed CD transport and a single-box

CD player, suffering less jitter

. than both the CD1 and the
: CDT1 transport it replaces. On
- thedigital side, the built-in
. decoder is a differential 20-bit

Delta-Sigma type.
The CD2's sonic skill lies in

creating believable soundstage
¢ depth. In particular, jazz cuts

. from the early days of stereo
manifested a deeply enjoyable
¢ visceral presence. Incommon

¢ with all of the world’s finest CD

players, the ARC CD2 is an elu-

i sive beast for a reviewer to

. describe, because it draws so lit-
i tleattention to its character. The
© sound has a ‘rightness’ that
makes listening a pleasure.

. Absolute Sounds = (0181) 947 5047

HI-FI CHOICE

JEFF ROWLAND
CONCENTRA
ISSUE 171

Jeff Rowland’s super-amps may
i notenjoy the high profile of

i thosefrom Krell and Mark
Levinson, but for construction
quality and distinctive design,
they're right on the money.
Which, in the case of the
Concentra, a new integrated
design, is £5,500. The bright
alloy facia is a minimalist
delight, in all but the large, red
LED volume display
surmounting a solitary volume-
control knob.

Outputs include balanced
and regular pre-outs, and a pair
¢ of tape-out RCA phonos. Power
¢ outputis quoted as 100 Watts

into eight Ohms or 150 Watts
into four, and continuous current

capability as 16 Amps.

The Concentra has the most

. delicate touch, and revels in

nuances that previous amps
have barely hinted at. It seems
to exhibit almost fractal resolu-
tion: as you listen deeper and

. deeper into the mix, the music

remains coherent throughout.

And all this without resorting to
: abright balance. Which means

new insight into familiar materi-

. al, and easier access to new or

complex music.
Jeff Rowland’s Concentra

. disproves the diminishing

returns theory: in this case,
more is most certainly more!

. Musical Design Company

@ (01992) 573030
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THERE ARE
SPEAKERS,
AND THERE ARE

GREAT ORATORS...

can: that insight into the music that we all desire but all too
rarely experience.
GraMorHONE FeBrURY 1997
“ILis a true audiophile component that will bring oul

the bestin high-quality partnering equipment.”
EuroPEAN LOUDSPEAKER OF THE YEAR, EISA Awarps 1997-98

“In summary, the Concert 8 is one of the most advanced
passion for music, technical excellence and

loudspeaker designs on the markel today.”
attention to detail prove an irresistible combination

in our Concert range of loudspeakers. Our engineers
spend many painstaking hours of research 1o bring you

Hi-Fy Worn Junee 1997
the very best in hi-fidelity performance embodied in finely

..., the Jamos prove capable of wide open
soundstaging, wonderfully free-breathing dynamics and a

winning combination of glorious bass power with smoothly-
integrated midband ambicence and
sweel. clear treble.”
Wanr Hi=Fi?2 Aekin 1997 % % & &
“IFor the Classical listener,
crafted cabinets.

however, it can offer something |
THE CONCERT 8 - A GREAT ORATOR FROM JAIMNO

that few other box loudspeakers
To find out more, CALL FREE NOW on 0321 300316 (24 hours) for your FREE Jamo information pack.

hitp://www.jamo.co.uk



The Linn Sondek LP12 of the
early '70s has become the
Porsche 911 of turntables —
perpetual and, to many, peer-
less. As Linn Products
approaches its 25th anniversary
it has chosen to celebrate by
introducing two new products
that will keep the turntable’s
flame burning bright.

The re-worked £1,200 Arkiv
cartridge features a boron can-
tilever with a more highly devel-
oped stylus shape. And to get
the most out of it there’s the
£850 Linto direct-coupled
phono stage.

Usedona 1997 LP12 with
Trampolin baseboard, Lingo
power supply and Ekos arm, the
new Linn cartridge approaches
the accuracy of the classic

| EIKOS FR1
ISSUE 172

If you're into the philosophy of
phase linearity as preached by
Tom Evans, these speakers have
your name written on them. The
other names that matter are
these: Ted Jordan engineered
the 92mm broad-band metal
cone driver; while Paddy
Hanscombe, of Electrofluidics,
designed the cabinet. Evans
brought it all to fruition under the
Acoustic Precision banner.

The £799 FR1 is anincredi-
bly simple design. It hasonly two
components: a controlled-flexure
aluminium cone thatrequiresno

HI-FI CHOICE

Ortofon moving coils, while
combining the speed and timing
of the original Arkiv with the nat-
uralness of Linn’s top '80s MC,
the Troika.

The Linto phono preamp’s
sound is actually reminiscent of
the Linn CD player and tuner:
very dry, accurate and pos-
sessed of quicksilver treble
detail and timing. In less than a
minute you'll hear levels of detail
hitherto unperceived from
turntables through normal Linn
electronics.

Both products offer a quan-
tum-leap forward for those who
are wedded to the Linn sound
and want more of the same.

Linn Products = (0500) 888909

crossover; and a compact high-
density, low-mass cabinet. The
finished speaker weighs only

three-and-a-half pounds, yet its

- wallsare 30mm thick.

Coloration and resolution are
the key words here — the
absence of the former and the
unprecedented abundance of
the latter. To describe this
speaker is to describe the music
and equipment playing through
it. Within its frequency range
and at normal listening levels, it
knows no peer. It has speed,
coherence, timing, imaging,
dynamics and transparency.

With the Eikos FR1, you can
hear more of the music.

Acoustic Precision = (01483) 267516

ISSUE 171

i Despite MiniDisc, an afford-

i able, recordable CD system has
long been the Holy Grail for

¢ those who like to make up their
i own compilations of favourite

i tracks. So clearly a CD tran-
scriber for £699.95 is big news
i —and that's exactly what

i Pioneer has supplied in the

i guise of the PDR-04.

Recording via a digital inter-

i connect from another CD player
i iseasy: the recorder automati-
i cally gets going when it ‘hears’

i the signal come down the line.
i Levels are set automatically and
i youcan burninonetrackata

The mighty reputation of Audio
i Research Corp (ARC ) of

Minneapolis is built around top-

class valve amplifiers. And the

i all-valve£4,390 VT100 power
i amp, which uses circuitry devel-
i oped for the Audio Research
Reference Series flagship prod-
i ucts, carries the flag high.

As you would guess from the

i numbersin its name, the VT100
i isclaimed tobea 100 Watt

i design that delivers its power

i outputin Class AB. It operates in
¢ true dual-mono operation back

i tothe main power transformer.

time or all of them in one go.
The sound quality of recordings
isimpressive. The PDR-04 re-
creates all the bandwidth,
dynamics and subtleties of the
originals.

As aCD playerthe PDR-04 is
asmoothoperatorin the
Pioneer-Japan style. It's as clean
as a whistle if just a little relaxed
for British tastes.

Is it possible for a £700 prod-
uct to put CD-R on the map?
Time and the market alone can
tell. One thing's certain: it
knocks cassette tape and MD for
six in the coolness stakes.

Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) Ltd
@ (01753) 789 500

The output transformers are said
to be ultralinear and comfortable
with difficult loudspeaker loads.

If you're of the opinion that
valve amplifiers are warm-
sounding and not exactly neu-
tral, the VT 100 will come as a
bit of a shock. It seems content
not to over-emphasise or exag-
gerate, yet neither does it under-
play the life in the music. Play an
album, and if it is well-recorded
it will sound fantastic; but this
amp will do nothing to glamorise
a poor recording.

If you seek fidelity in your
system, this is one of the power
amps to beat.

Absolute Sounds @ (0181) 947 5047
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The new Mercury range.

(]

Call 01753 680868 or visit your local hi-fi specialist and hear the new Mercury range of speakers for yourself.




MICROMEGA SOLO
ISSUE 172 :
: own ‘low-phase-noise master

. clock’ oscillator.

In all respects, the new
Micromega Solo (£2,750) is
very different to its predecessor.
Aficionados of the French brand
will recognise the distinctive
top-loading mechanism with
clear acrylic cover, but the new
model features a centrally-
mounted CD mechanism and
single-piece casework.
Customised Philips compo-
nents take the major roles in the
Solo. Adie-cast CDM12 indus-
trial-quality CD mechanism (fit-
ted with a unique floating sus-
pension) reads the disc, and a
TDA1547 (DAC7) chipset beats
at the heart of the machine. It's
deployed in conjunction with an
eight-times-oversampling digital
filter and fourth-order noise

BEST OF STATEMENTS

MUSICAL FIDELITY'S A1001 [l
ISSUE 172 :

Musical Fidelity's £ 2,499

i A1001, likeits A10OO prede-

i cessor, is essentially a big inte-

i grated amp with an off-board
power supply: a ‘pre/main’

i amplifier. There are two main

i differences: one, ittrades the

i 1000's phono stage for a conve-
nience-boosting remote-control
i handset (vinyl users will be

i steered towards MF’s X-LP

i phono preamp); and two, the

i A1000Q's 50 Watt, pure-Class-A
¢ output has been abandoned in

i favourof a hefty claimed 200

i Watts of high-bias Class AB.

i TheAl001 can play either

shaper, and uses Micromega'’s

The Solo produces a mid-

. band bereft of digital unpleas-

i antness with astounding trans-

. parency. Thereis a touch of fine
- granularity to the treble that

. might offend some classical ten-
. derhearts, otherwise the sound

is wonderfully musical with well-

: proportioned bass lines and a

: sense of charming naturalness.

© Add to this a bouncy, infectious

. sense of rhythm, and that

. expansive, lyrical mid-band, and
. you have CD sound of the high-

. estorder, brimming with char-

. acterand musical integrity.

If you like that, you will love

. the Solo.
© Musical Design Company
L= (01992) 573030

role in a two-box amplifier sys-
tem — its rear-panel has pre-
amp output and power-amp
input sockets. But few users will
need more grunt than this behe-
moth can deliver.

It tracks the pace of musicin
the manner of a lithe little 20
Watter, conveying a natural and
infectious sense of rhythm. Yet

. thereisalso a sense of effortless-

ness proceeding from the prodi-
gious power at its disposal (up to
an astonishing 1kW in dynamic
bursts). Only a slightly ‘squeaky’
treble reminds you that this is
not a multi-thousand-pound
high-end monster. All right, itis

: —and Krell's more expensive.

Musical Fidelity = (0181) 900 2866
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SOUND IN SLATE
SCULPTURE 2
ISSUE 172

i More and more companies are

i trying out alternative cabinet
materials in the hope of making

i lower-coloration, higher-resolu-
i tion loudspeakers. The

i Sculpture series from Sound In
Slate is a perfect example of rad-
i ical thinking in this department.
i Slateis an extremely dense and

i inert material, but cost and
inherent constructional compli-
i cations have prohibited its wider
¢ applicationin hi-fi.

Our candidate, the Sculpture
i Two, costs £2,937.50 per pair
¢ including slate stands. The high
i price premium is due to the high
i cost of sourcing and shaping the
i raw material into the eight-

i sided cabinets, according to

¢ Sound In Slate.

The drive unit complement

i comprises a 28mm Morel tweet-

© erpaired witha 180mm IPL

mid/bass unit, both being rebat-
ed into the sealed cabinet. A
decent 40Hz to 25kHz band-

width is claimed for the arrange-

ment, with a low-ish 85dB sen-
sitivity and a reasonably tame

: impedance response.

The Twos are on the ball at

~ alltimes, making light work of
. even complex musical rhythms.

Bass tonality and general imag-
ing improve if you pull the

5 speakers further out into the

room, and there is good bass

. extension for such a compact

design; this is where the slate
really makes its mark, and it
never sounds less than musical-
ly coherent. The grilles are felt-
lined and fit tightly, relaxing the
overall balance when left on.
The Sculpture Two fulfils

: many of the criteria considered
. essential for hi-fi, but it faces

serious competition at this price.

. Sound In Slate = (01286) 830 242

BESTBUYS 1997 23



Alan Sircom is here to answer your hi-fi queries this month.
Every letter published wins a TDK SA 90 tape worth approx. £2.39! Ten tapes for our Query of the Month!

Query of the month

Brought to you in association with TDK

Kimber 4TC speakér cable

Designed to resist unwanted interference

Cable care

Like many people with surround-sound and hi-fi systems in one "

room, | have a preponderance of cabling around the walls. |
plan to hide this cabling in a plastic conduit, but this will
necessitate interconnects, speaker cables, TV aerial wires,
mains cables etc all running together in parallel, which doesn't
sound like a good idea! Are there combinations of cables that
should not be sited close together, and are there any little
tricks like ferrite rings or screening that might help?
Christopher E. Valder, via our Website

Running all cables side by side is not good for the sound of your
system, especially if mains cables are involved. While this may
not actually be a direct cause of hum, it will introduce a fair
amount of RF interference into the signal, which is not good.
The big problem is the mains leads: you should run these as
far as possible from the other cables, and if
they cross the other cables make them do so
at a 90 degree angle.
Additionally, make sure that the cables
) you use are woven to reduce RFI propagation.
If problems persist you may need to use
screened interconnects. | would recommend
| Kimber throughout as these cables are adept
7| at keeping cable-borne interference at bay.
i Every issue, we're giving 10 of TDK's award-
- winning SA 90 tapes to the writer of the
' month’s best query. When reviewed in Hi-Fi
' Choice, TDK’s SA tape revealed the heart and
soul of music with a graceful and transparent
sound. We awarded Five Stars for Sound
Quality and our coveted Recommended flag!
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SEND YOUR QUERIES TO
‘Help’, Hi-Fi Choice, 19 Bolsover Street,
LONDON WIP 7HJ - fax: 0171-917 5512
e-mail: editor.hifichoice@dennis.co.uk

Don’t forget your postal address, too!

See our Web site: www.hifichoice.co.uk

&TDK.

[ own some Apogee Centaur Minor speakers, run by a Copland
CSA14 amplifier and combined with a REL Strata 2 sub, Deltec
T1 transport and PDM2 DAC. I'm pretty happy with the system,
except for one thing. When pushed hard, the Minors get quite
edgy and harsh. I thought this may have been due to the power
amp, but have been told that generally these speakers don’t play
loudly because of their design. Do you think there would be any
advantage in switching to a pre/power amp combination, or
would I be better off changing speakers, say to Apogee’s Slant 6
model, which I believe is of a different design? Unfortunately, I
cannot audition equipment locally.

Mark Mclnerney, Australia, via the Internet

There is a quite fundamental mismatch between your Apogee
speakers and the Copland amp. Older Apogee designs (including
the Centaur) needed large amounts of solid-state power to get
them running on song.

Either of your propositions should be a change for the better. |
would suggest that an integrated amplifier, no matter how good,
is outclassed when partnered with speakers this demanding. So |
would recommend
you opt for a decent,
muscular solid state
prelpower combo
from the likes of
AVI, Chord, ATC,
Jeff Rowland, Mark
Levinson or Krell.
Alternatively, change
the speakers for
panels that will be
less challenging to
your amplifier.

Krell KRC-2/KSA-50S
Should have the grunt to drive old Apogees.

You get what you pay for

| am confused. | wanted to buy a reasonably high-end system,
costing around £5,000. | have a friend with an expensive
system, which is based around US valve products from
America, and | think it sounds superb. But when | approached
my local specialist dealership, it was hard-pushed to assemble
a system worth more than about £700. The salesman also
claimed that more expensive equipment was not worth the
extra money. Is this true?

Peter Royce, via the Internet

Your local dealer is absolutely wrong, and his soubriquet
‘specialist’ seems entirely inappropriate. A £700 system is not
going to compete with a true high-end system, costing in
excess of £3,000. Instead, ask your friend where his system
hailed from, and start your quest there. In addition, check out
the pages of our Dealer Directory to find a more enlightened
hi-fi purveyor, although you may have to cast your net slightly
wider than planned to find a retailer who satisfies.

HI-FI CHOICE



Long in the tooth

My present system comprises a Marantz CD63SE CD player,
original Cyrus One amplifier and MS10i Classic speakers on

Atacama SE24 stands. The cables are all Audioquest (F14
and Jade). | have also a Systemdek 11X900 turntable with
Roksan Tabriz arm and Grado Prestige Red cartridge.

The amp is a bit long in the tooth and | was considering
an upgrade — would the Audiolab 8000A, Marantz PM-66
KI-Signature or Arcam Alpha 8 be a good match, and would
any of these offer a worthwhile improvement over my Cyrus?
| listen mainly to rock and indie, and prefer a clean sound
with a tight bass. A headphone socket is a must.

Incidentally, the remote-control convenience of CD has
turned me into such a couch potato that I'd like to archive
my extensive vinyl collection onto a more robust, convenient
medium. Is MiniDisc worth considering or would it be worth
waiting for CD-R to fall in price?

Paul Merrick, via our Website

While your amp could indeed do with some refreshing, the
weakest link in the system would appear to be the
loudspeakers. | would suggest that you find something better
in this department before changing the Cyrus. Listen to a few
of the following: B&W DM603, Heybrook Heylios, PMC TB1,
Royd Doublet and Dali 104B.

MD is worth checking out, as long as you plump for one of
the latest recorders from Sony or Kenwood. However, if you
want the best sound quality, you will have to bite the bullet
and go for CD-R. Pioneer’s PDR-04 recorder costs £700,
while the CDR 870 due soon from Philips is projected to be
£500. Good quality CD-R blanks cost around £5 but prices
are set to fall further. If | was archiving my records, I'd go for
CD-R every time.

Pioneer PDR-04 e

Priced £700, currently the cheapest recorder you can buy.

Receive and decode

I’'m looking to upgrade from a Dolby Pro-Logic receiver. Will I
be able to keep it and use it as a decoder with a new amp, or will
I need some kind of switching gear?

Also, regarding power amplifiers, can I get anything to sound
like the Art Audio Tempo that [ babysat last year? I have about
£700 to play with and the system will be used through Mission
752F loudspeakers.

J Pluck, via our Website

If the receiver has a full set of preamp outputs then the answer
to your first question is yes, and you could consider the five-
channels-in-one Rotel RB9SSTHX power amplifier (approx.
£800) as the ideal upgrade.

The only thing that will sound like a valve amplifier is another
valve amplifier. To get the Art Audio sound you will need five
Tempos: one for each channel. Otherwise, set your sights a bit
lower and try the Arcam Alpha 8/3x8P or 9/3x9P integrated
and power amp combos.

HI-FI CHOICE

Linn Kairn preamp
Inverts phase, but that’s not a problem!

[ have been told that my Linn Kairn preamplifier inverts phase.
What does this mean? Will it cause damage to non-Linn power
amplifiers and speakers? Is there anything I can do to counteract
this effect?

George Minton, Edgbaston, Birmingham

Opposites attract

The Linn Kairn does indeed invert absolute phase at the
loudspeaker terminals. This means that the cones travel in an
opposite direction to the way they should at all times, so they
push when they should pull and vice versa. While some people
simply cannot hear the difference this makes, to most the sound is
slightly watery or almost intangibly ‘wrong’. It causes no
problem to either amp or speaker, in mechanical terms, so do not
worry about using your Linn preamp with non-Linn
components, if you wish.

The way to correct this is simple. Take the positive and
negative terminals of both speaker cables and invert them — at
the amplifier only. This makes the positive speaker output of the
power amplifier connect to the negative input at the speaker —
and vice versa — thereby inverting the phase once more. Who
says two wrongs don’t make a right?

System mis-match

| have a Marantz CD-63mkll K | Signature CD player, a
Marantz PM-66 K | Signature amplifier and a pair of second-
hand ProAc Response One loudspeakers on Atacama stands.
The system sounds too bright and hard for me. What cable
should | buy to correct this? | listen mostly to '50s jazz and
some classical.

Andy Dickson, Ipswich, E Anglia

The problem does not lie with cables. You have a mis-match
between amp and speaker, and between speaker and stand.
Though the Marantz K | Signature range is fine equipment,
ProAc’s Response One speaker was not designed to partner it.
Especially if the One is not the later ‘S’ or ‘SC” model.

You may be able to calm the sound from the speakers if you
use Kudos S100 or Target R1 stands instead of the
Atacamas. Ultimately, however,
either you'll have to sell
the ProAcs and buy more
humble speakers, like the
B&W CDM1; or trade in the
electronics for components
with a less challenging
sound. A good example of
the latter would be the amp
and CD player of Pioneer’s
Precision range.

: Sadly KO'd by KI. | PP
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UPGRADEABLE HI-Fl.

WHATEVER WILL THEY THINK OF NEXT?

You've thought long and hard about choosing the right sound
system. You think you've tound what you're looking tor. It looks
great. It sounds even better. And it’s within your budget. So
how come you still have that niggling doubt in the back of your
mind? Simple. Before you make your final decision, you want to
be sure that a few years down the line, you're not going to regret
it. Unlike most hi-fi manufacturers, we understand completely.

We've already set the standard by oftering legendary sound

quality i every price category. Now we've completely rewritten
the rules. Because practically every piece of Arcam equipment
now comes with something that will radically change the way
you buy hi-fi. A set of pre-defined upgrade paths that allow you
to upgrade your sound system just as soon as technology
(or your wallet) allows. It you'd like to hear more about

Arcam’s revolutionary upgradeable components, call now on

(01223) 203203.

ARCAM

HI-FI WITH A FUTURE

Please send me the name of my nearest authorised dealer and information on:

Arcam amplifiers 1 Arcam CD players & DACs 0 Arcam tuners 1 Arcam home theatre 0 all Arcam products 1

Title First Name(s)
Surname

Address

Postcode
Next7Y(HFC 1997)

In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pry. Led., PO. Box 162, Lindfield, N.S.W., 2070. Tel: (612) 9416 4799.

In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, RRI1L Palgrave, Ontario. LON 1PO. Tel: (905) 880 7170
In New Zealand: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd.. Auckland. Tel: (09) 369 9000,

In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 155, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (021) 946 1441,

In USA: Audiophile Systems Ltd., 8709 Castle Park Drive, Indianapolis, Indiana 46256. Tel:(317) 849 7103

Clip the coupon and return to Arcam, Pembroke Avenue, Cambridge CB3 9PB, England. Or teleplone: (01223) 203203 and quote our reference Next7Y.

Or e-mail us at: custserv@arcant.co.uk



Home cinema aspirations

| have a Denon D250 mini system. | want
to upgrade the speakers and thought of
the B&W CDM1. Would | get the best out
of these speakers using the Denon?
Eventually | want to add the AVC99 for
home cinema.

Chris Marks, Australia, via the Internet

The D250 is good — but not that

good. The CDM1 is a domestic

monitor that at best will sound simply

dreadful through the D250 — at

worst, it will shorten the life of both Say
system and speaker. This is a mis-match

made in Hell. Don’t do it!

Try either the B&W DM302 or the Tannoy Mercury M2
with the D250. The more up-market D-F10 system might
warrant slightly better speakers, but even in this case |
would exercise extreme caution in spending much more than
£200 on a pair of partnering speakers.

That reservation expressed, the AVC99 blends ideally with
the D250 in tone; and if you use DM302s at the front, buy
another pair for the rear and add a B&W CC3 dialogue for a
perfect match. Alternatively, try the Tannoy Mercury M2 for the
main speakers, adding the M1 and M-series centre when the
home cinema bug bites.

Jitterbug

My system comprises an LP12/Ittok LVII/Valhalla/Koetsu Black
(very old) turntable, a Marantz CD-12 CD player, a Naim 82/Hi-
Cap/180 amplifier system and Neat Petite loudspeakers.

[ need some advice about what to do next. Will a jitter
reduction box benefit my CD-12? And if I want to keep my Neat
Petites, will adding a second Hi-Cap or trading my 180 for a 250
make a good future upgrade?

Finally, which one out of the AT OC9, Sumiko BPS or Denon
DL-304 would prove the better cartridge in the
context of my system? My MC board is
Naim 522 type K (560 Ohms).

Kozit Chongsathien, via the Internet

I have heard jitter-reduction boxes
sounding effective on the CD-12,
but the effect is minimised with
Naim amplifiers. Ultimately,

your system is crying out for a
Naim CD2, a Meridian 508.20

or a Linn Karik 111.

Upping the ante to a pair of Hi-
Caps makes a big difference to the
82’s performance. So does ditching
the Hi-Caps in favour of a Super-Cap.
Only when the 82 has a properly sorted
power supply should your attention turn to the
power amplifier.

I'd suggest a re-tip of your Koetsu rather than opting for one
of the cartridges you suggest. These are cheaper cartridges than
the Koetsu and will not sound as smooth and warm. If you have
to adopt a new cartridge, go for a Dynavector 17D2.

There have been several recent modifications to the LP12, but
those who favour the Naim sound prefer the Armageddon off-
board power supply. You could consider buying a Linn Ekos or a
Naim ARO arm. This system also cries out for Mana Acoustics
tables, especially to support the turntable.

Lastly, the Gravitas subwoofer takes the Neat Petite a stage
further, and would add a welcome sense of bass weight to an
already accomplished system.
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| B&W DM302
Ideal mate for mini.

Dynavector 17D2

Needle scorcher!

Pioneering the way

| intend to purchase a £2,000 system, based
around Pioneer equipment. Could you please
advise me on how to upgrade the Pioneer PD-
F906 CD multiplayer? Do | add a DAC, such as
the Musical Fidelity X-ACT, the Cambridge Audio
DACMagic 2 mkll or QED Digit Opto Plus?
Alternatively, should | add a Trichord Clock 27
Should | add both — or neither?
Also, instead of using a graphic equaliser, | was
wondering whether the Technics SH-GE9S0 Digital
Sound Processor is worth considering over the Pioneer
GR-777.
Finally, the speakers | will be using are Cerwin-Vega
CT-40s. What speaker cables and interconnects do you
recommend? Will Mana SoundBase speaker supports work
well with these speakers? My musical tastes include Marvin
Gaye and the deep serious bass of Abba Shanti-1.
Gary Webster, SW London

If you are already

looking at upgrading the

PD-F906 player before

buying it you are either

a) thinking ahead, or b)

unsure about the sound. Either way,

there is not a great deal you can do

to improve a multi-player like this.

You would be much better off with a

single-tray player, like the similarly-priced Pioneer PD-S505
Precision. But if you have your heart set on a multi-disc unit |
believe Trichord sells a ready-clocked version of a Pioneer
multiplayer.

On the subject of equalisers, processors and the like — why?
Unless you want a surround-sound system with five speakers, or
are prepared to blow £10,000 or more on a room equalising
computer, they’re not worth the money.

The Cerwin-Vega speakers are not at all cable-fussy, as long

as you use multi-stranded cable that is not too raucous in the
treble. Ixos 603 speaker cable and 104 interconnects
will work perfectly. Mana SoundBases work with
almost any speaker, but should only be considered
when the rest of the system is on Mana tables.
Lastly, | am concerned that this system will not
provide the sort of high-quality sound you
could expect for £2,000. Check out the
alternatives in a proper demonstration room.
Pick your two nearest dealers from our Dealer
Directory and see what they have to offer.

Chicken/egg, egg/chicken?

My current system comprises an Arcam Delta 60
integrated amplifier, Arcam Alpha CD and Snell Type
K speakers biwired with Naim cable. Although I have
been happy with the overall sound and reliability of this
system, [ am ready to upgrade and have recently auditioned an
Audio Note Oto SE valve amplifier and Audiomeca Kreatura CD
player (at different dealers). I was impressed with the Audio
Note’s smoothness and clarity but also by the Audiomeca. My
dilemma is that I cannot afford to purchase both. Can you help?
Jeff Daniels, Sunshine, Australia.

Ultimately a better amplifier risks showing up your CD player, so
we'd suggest putting something better at the front end and then
upgrading the amp at a later date, if it proves necessary.

Your system would benefit from better speaker cable as well;
see if you can find some Goertz or Electrofluidics Monolith wire.
This is guaranteed to invigorate and open up the sound stage.
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You could get, oh,
£1 each for
your records.

HENLEY

Or you could listen
fo them.

HENLEY PHONO STAGE

v 01753-8389949

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED

Our

products

stand

out from the

crowd

Alphason Designs products are engineered to bring
out the best in your Hi-Fi and Audio Visual systems.
This professional acoustic design approach to
the construction of furniture allows clean
reproduction of b requencies and accurate
harmonic structures. Our range of furniture for
your conventional Hi-Fi, Loudspeakers, Home

Cinema. Mini or Midi systems is designed to fit

easily into your home.

Alphason Designs products are available

throughout the UK. For information of your
nearest stockist or a free copy of the lastest
brochure, telephone 01942 678000 or write
to us at the following address:
Alphason Designs Ltd.
Unit D2 Moss Industrial Estate,
St. Helen’s Road,
Leigh,
Lancashire WN7 3PT

JALRHASON

foundations of clarity




Small is beautiful

| need help to shortlist
prospective new speakers. |
have a system comprising
Philips CD721 CD player,
harman/kardon HK610
amplifier and old Celestion
DL6 speakers which I'd like to
change. | listen to classical
music and have £1,500 to
spend. My room is 5.5m
square.

B Ness, via our Website

(=

Unfortunately, the constraints
placed upon the speakers by
the CD and amp restrict your )
choice of speakers. Both are -
superb components that ‘
sound better than their price T sy
suggests, but they are budget \”
fare and likely to be
outclassed by expensive
speakers.

Instead spend your money
on a complete new system
that’s balanced and will be
able to fill such a
‘comfortable’ room. I'd
suggest you find a Pioneer
Precision dealer and get
them to hook the PD-S505
and A-300R units to either
Dali 104Bs or B&W
DM602s. Compare that with
alternatives from Arcam and
Cyrus, and do this at home if
at all possible.

o N

Dali 104B
An efficient, dynamic
loudspeaker with
plenty of room-filling
potential.

Turning the tables back

| have a Rega Planar 3 turntable with an A&R C77 cartridge, an
Arcam Alpha amplifier and CD player, and a pair of Heybrook
HB1 speakers. | have recently inherited some 3,000 records and
am wondering if it is time for a new cartridge, as the old one is
no longer in production.

In addition, about 1,000 of these records are 78s. Is there
any way the Rega can be modified to play these discs? I'd hate
to be parted from them.

Rhiannedd Black, Cardiff, Wales

Rega Planar 3
Also available in
78rpm shellac-
playing guise.
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HELP!

A heavy load to bear

I have had a Nottingham Analogue Spacedeck for about a year
now. Recently I decided to replace the granite-finish baseboard
with the real thing. Now, of course, it looks absolutely fab. The
trouble is that the whole set-up has a total weight of about 30kg
and the only option I have is to place it on my carpeted floor
(before it was standing on a freestanding Ikea shelf unit).

Obviously the time has come to invest in a turntable support

suitable for the job. I would be grateful if you could advise me on
this as I have two small children and thus cannot afford to take
any risks with potential instability.
Warren Driffill, Neuilly-Plaisance, France

Normally, we would suggest a Mana table, but the Spacedeck is
one of those rare beasts that doesn’t seem bothered by its
surroundings in normal guise. I’d imagine that this trait can only
be enhanced by adding the amount of granite you mention.

Realistically, the choice of table is limited by the weight factor.
I know that Target wall-shelves cope with high-mass turntables
better than most, if they are properly bolted to a load-bearing
wall. Otherwise, either the Townshend Seismic Sink Stand or
even the VPI table should suit your needs perfectly.

Nottingham Analég—ue Space Deck

A turntable in search of a monolith.

Your A&R cartridge is probably on its last legs, but if the arm on
the Rega is silver and S-shaped, I'd suggest getting a
replacement stylus or a Goldring moving-magnet cartridge. If the
arm is straight and black (a Rega RB300), get a Rega Super
Bias. Whichever cartridge you buy, have it fitted by an expert, as
alignment of a cartridge in the arm is crucial.

Unfortunately, there is no change you can make to the Rega
to make it into a 78rpm player. However, Rega does make a
version of the Planar turntable specifically for 78rpm discs. This
is a much better option than a three-speed turntable and will dig
out hidden magic in those shellac grooves.
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[/ SENNHEISER

Pure enlightenment — courtesy of Sennheiser.

From string quartet to the heaviest melal,

Srom cannon blast to one hand clapping,

Sennheiser headphones reveal the truth.

Transparent sound in absolute comfort, the

ultimate contemplation [or music lovers everywhere.

Now go meditate on that.

Sennheiser UK Ltd, FREEPOST, High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3BR. Telephone: 01494 551551. Fax: 01494 551550.
e-mail 106066.2217@compuserve.com Web www.sennheiser.com



HINTS & TIPS

SYSTEM SET-UPSORTED

Jimmy Hughes explains the basics of
system set-up and gets you started on
the path to musical nirvana.

but even a system made up of the finest components will

disappoint if it's not set up and installed properly. So it's
important to get this right. But what about your system? Are you
obtaining maximum performance from it?

Perhaps you were on a tight budget when you
bought your new system, unable to splash out on
specialist cables and support stands. Or
maybe you're just cynical about such
things and find it hard to believe that
putting your amp and CD player
on a dedicated stand, or
upgrading the cheap intercon-
nect supplied with the CD
player, will audibly
improve the sound.

So why not listen?

Listen first to your sys-
tem asitis, and ask
yourself if there are
any areas in which it
could be improved.

Is the treble sweet

and clean? Is the

bass firm and
extended? Does

the music sound
relaxed, yet sharp

and exciting? Or is

the sound strained

and thin, with edgy
treble and bloated
bass? It's important

to be clear about what
needs improving: if you
think your system
sounds greatasiit s,
spend the cash earmarked
for upgrades on software!

However, if there are weak
areas of performance which are
in need of improvement, get to
work. Begin by checking all audio
connections are clean and tight — dirty,
loose-fitting plugs and wires that aren’t
tightly attached will result in poorer sound and may
lead to audible distortion. If you're still making do with the
cheap cables that came with the system, investigate better
speaker cable and higher quality interconnects.

Some dealers have a cable loan system allowing you to try better
cables at home in your own time before splashing out. Clean, solid
mains connections are vital too — make sure your mains plugs have
clean pins and check that the wires inside are firmly connected.

Specialist equipment support stands can greatly improve clarity
and focus, increasing tightness and control. Spiked feet tend to

c learly it's very important to choose the right equipment,
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Make sure all of your components are connected
properly and don'’t settle for any old cables and
interconnects. Brands such as Cable Talk (illustrated)
offer a range of value-conscious, good-sounding wires.

enhance treble detail and dynamic contrast, firming-up boomy
bass. CD players are especially sensitive to what they're sat on. So
don’t underestimate the importance of a good support stand.

If CD is your main source, it's worth listening to it via each of
your amp's different line inputs: tape, tuner, aux. The CD input will
usually sound best, but sometimes (due to board layout) you may
find one of the other inputs gives a better sound. Amps with a tape
monitor facility often give their best when fed through this input
because it by-passes the main input selector and gives a clean,
direct feed. Some integrated amplifiers have two sets of speaker
outlets, and the lower set (often marked B) occasionally sounds
better than the upper set. Quite a few amps and CD players have

two-pin mains plugs. Try these both ways up because
the difference may have an effect on the sound.
Where your speakers are bi-wired, but
you only use one set of cables, make
sure the connecting wires (or plates)
that link upper and lower terminals
make good solid contact. |
recently solved a friend’s dis-
tortion problems by checking
this point; the connection
looked tight, but the con-
necting plate linking
bass and treble drivers
was actually loose.
Alternatively, try bi-
wiring with two runs
of cable per speaker.
Speaker positioning
can make or break a
system, so if you
have more than one
placement option,
do experiment.
Placing the
speakers far apart
{ increases stereo
width, but too wide
tends to weaken
the central image. If
the speakers are too
/ close together, the sound
7 will be narrow laterally.
Height is important too;
compact speakers placed
on the floor will produce a
small, squashed soundstage.
Aim to get the treble driver roughly
in line with your ears when sitting down
— though having the speakers a little lower
can help reduce treble sting,
Toeing the speakers in, so their axes cross at an
imaginary point in front of your listening seat, helps produce a
smoother tonal balance and more cohesive and tightly-knit stereo
imagery. Tilting the speakers back slightly can also help to diffuse
the sound, making the treble less sharply directional. If you sit very
close to the speakers and the system sounds harsh, it may be
possible to sweeten the treble by angling the speakers upwards
so they don't fire directly at you.

As always, listen carefully until you achieve a sound you like.

And don't be afraid to experiment.
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FREE HEADPHONES

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO HI-FI CHOICE

Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice within 7 days
and get these outstanding Philips SBC
HP110 headphones, worth £16.99.

FREE Philips headphones quality
listening guarantee:

Amazing sound

Full-size headphone

Full-size leather-look ear-cushions

Integrated volume control with Mono/Stereo option

KRR

40mm ferrite speaker

@ 3.5 - 6.3 stereo adaptor

How to claim your
FREE Philips
Headphones

BEST BUY ﬁ To guarantee your FREE

geckgthmyceERs g2 | headphones simply complete

and return the subscription form
below within 7 days.

UK models under £250!
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Return the form to Hi-Fi Choice
Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD?7,
Bristol BS12 OBR (no stamp required).

FREE Headphone Subscrlptlon Form H|F|[:Hﬂ| E

YES! [] & © (] Id like to subscribe by Direct Debit for just £14.97 every 6 iSSUES 1« rew sinbes o)
FREE Philips headphones. J’»o
R [Jiam. b H FREE 2 @ T i Sty b o )3iResT

Philips headphones.
Please fill in the form and send to: Dennis Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST WD7, Bristol BS12 OBR.

Your details Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society
Originator’s Identification Number
= el - 2 7[2]4]6]8]0
— = = Office use Dennis Publishing reference number
. . Instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Your Subscription e
Direct Debit payment [_] Only £14.97 every six issues (UK only) T o

ranch sort code
Cheque or Credit/Debit Card payment 12 issues [_] UK £29.97 [_] Europe £43.99 [_] World £56.99 [_]—l
Your choice of payment @) Cheque @ Credit/Debit card or @ Direct Debit Bank/Biiing, Society/ogount timber
_ (LTI TTT]
(2 )] O UJ O OJ ]

Return your completed order form to: In a hurry? Call the Credit Card Hotling on

EEEN SRR ENEE EEEE BEE Hi-Fi Choice Subs, FREEPOST WD7 J:

O Bistol BS12 0BR. (o s 'required) U] 4 5 4 62 0070

Overseas readers please post to: Hi-Fi Choice Subs,
Bradley Pavilions, Bradley Stoke North,
Bristol BS12 0BQ UK
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I | Alan Sircom gets to grips with a pair of £300

{») Contacts separates systems. The question is, canyou
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Have you ever wondered...

@ Which is the most expensive amplifier in the World?

@) How many drive units in the Mission 753 Freedom?

9 What is the name of Benz-Micro’s most expensive cartridge?
@) What is the best CD player for £350 or under?
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fact-packed NEW web-site from the makers of the
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As reviewed in
Hi-Fi Choice
last month!

V International is a true-blue

British hi-fi company. It has

garnered an awesome repu-
tation for ultra-neat equipment that
sounds as good as it looks. Now
there’s an exclusive chance for one
lucky Hi-Fi Choice reader to discover
what makes AVI special. Up for grabs
is a complete system incorporating the
company’s very latest components.

As you’d expect from its £3,300
price-tag, this is a seriously tasty set-
up. Fronting the outfit is the S2000MC
Reference CD player, tested and
Recommended in HFC 169.

Like all AVI gear, this unit is built
like a battleship. It employs twin Burr-
Brown 20-bit DACs and exhibits very
low rates of jitter. Its control systems
have been tweaked by an ergonomist,
and a very low output impedance
should ensure it is compatible with a

‘wide range of partnering amps.

You needn’t worry on that account,
however, as the prize includes AVI's

100-Watt S2000MI amplifier, a solid-state
integrated model with remote-control. Under
its hood you’ll find extensive use of discrete
components and the kind of precise board
layout that is the trademark of the latest
computer-aided design systems.

Putting the cherry on the cake, there’s a
pair of the new floorstanding, reflex-loaded,
two-way Positron speakers.

In last month’s review, Alan Sircom wrote:
“This system is perfect for audiophiles with
the most catholic musical tastes. Every
album from my collection slipped effortlessly
through this rig’s components and wires.”

If you’d like to subject your record collec-
tion to similar treatment, fill in the entry form
and post it to us today!
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STAR BUYS

Instant Systems

Editor’s Note: Due to the relentless march of technological progress, it is inevitable that some products have become defunct since we reviewed them. Where possible, we have indicated the manufacturer's suggested
replacement product. We recommend that readers seek to audition the new component in the context of the system first reviewed, and seek the advice of a reputable specialist hi-fi dealer.

SONY/NAD/JAMO
ISSUE 162

This should work. First up the
NAD 314 amplifier, descendant
of the legendary 3020 giant-
killer, only with a few more fea-
tures and inputs. Soft clipping,
50 Watts a side: big hearted.
Next up Sony’s Best Buy CD
player, the CDP-XE500 (since
replaced by the CDP-XE510)
which actually outperformed its
bigger brother the CDP-
XE9OOE. All we need now is a
pair of speakers that will keep
the price under £600. Jamo's
diminutive Model 38 fits the bill.
And with a claimed sensitivity of
89dB, it's easy to drive.

MARANTZ/AURA/
TANNOY
ISSUE 163

“What if?" dept. Let's take
Aura’s tasty CA200/PA100
pre/power combo, feed it with a
signal from the Ken-Ishiwata-
breathed-on MarantzCD-17,
and use the whole caboodle to
drive the D100 from Tannoy's
‘Definition’ range. Immaculate
source, plenty of bangs (in prac-
tice about 120 Watts per chan-
nel) and charming Tannoy dual
concentric single driver simplici-
ty. Kind of radical, eh?

But sometimes radical pays

36 BESTBUYS 1997

But how does it sound? Very
good. Very good indeed. The
clean honesty of the Sony, the
earthy warmth of the NAD and
the fresh bounciness of the
Jamos produce a sound that's
hard to fault at the price. An
unexpected bonus is the way it
projects into the room. Good
dynamics and presence are two

- more corollaries of a distinctly
: open midband.

Despite a hint of over-vivid-

: ness, this is a great system for
. the money. Its musical strengths

mostly compensate for its pre-

. sentational shortcomings.
. Sony CDP-XE500 N/A
: NAD 314

Jamo Model 38

off. This unlikely partnership
produced exceptionally pleas-
ing results on a wide range of

© musical material. It's a bit spe-
. cial. Massed string tone is

reproduced almost faultlessly,
with a real feeling that there are

. acouple of dozen individual

violins playing, ratherthan a
chorused synthesiser.
Similarly, a full symphony

. orchestra has the real presence
- of 70 players, while chamber
© music is suitably intimate and

precisely imaged.
Ah, a classical-music-only
system, you're thinking. How

: wrong! A favourite CD by Donald

£25995
£150.00

TRICHORD/AUDIOLAB/
MISSION

ISSUE 162

This fast lane outfit comprises a
i turbocharged Pioneer CD player
i (clocked and modified by

i Trichord), an Audiolab 8000Q

i preamplifier, two 8000M

i monoblok power amplifiers

¢ (now replaced by the new

i 800OMX), and a pair of Mission
i 753 Freedom loudspeakers.

i The £549 Trichord is to Pioneer
i CD players what Cosworth is to

Ford Escorts. Audiolab’s reputa-
i tion stands on its amplifiers, and
i theline-only 8000Q preamplifi-
eris no exception. Audiolab’s

i 8000M monoblok power ampli-
i fierswhacked out 125 Watts

i have received praise for their

i strong, controlled sound.

Fagen revealed new layers of

- information and even more grit
. on his voice, without losing an

iota of rhythmic drive or preci-
sion. Evidently a marriage made

The Freedom 753 costs
£798 in standard black (£898
in other finishes) and offers more
palpable, deeper bass than the
original 753 could ever muster.

: As a package, this star-studded

system should have everything

. goingforit. In practice, it pro-

¢ duces atidy, controlled and

. ratherdry sound strongon

. stereophonicimagery but short
- of musicalcoherence. No indi-
. vidual component is to blame,

: butthe sound just wouldn’t

¢ shine. Thefaultis most likely the
- Trichord Genesis/Audiolab

: 8000Qinterface. Inserting any
. of Audiolab’s own CD players

should have a beneficial effect.

Trichord Genesis £569.00
Audiolab 8000Q/M £1,249.90/£799.90ea
Audiolab 8000MX (new) £899.90ea
Mission 753 Freedom £798.00

in heaven, this system will take

: some beating at its price.

Marantz CD-17 K Sig £1,099.90
Aura CA200/PA100  £750/£750 (chrome)
Tannoy D100 £689.90

HI-FI CHOICE



PHILIPS/B&W

HARMAN/KARDON

ISSUE 163
Philips’ CD721 is a real beer-
budget star and obvious ‘Best
Buy' (HFC 159). Its biggest
virtue is that it demonstrably
doesn’t sound cheap in the way
some £100-odd CD players do,
soyou can use it with confi-
dence to build a decent starter
system. That's what this is.

Another ‘Best Buy' (HFC
162) is Harman/Kardon’s
HK620. It has six line-level
inputs and enough grunt to drive
B&W’s DM305 floorstanders to
wholesome levels.
If you want instant excite-

ment, great impact, lots of up-

HI-FI CHOICE

. Philips CD721

front energy, you may not care
for this system. If, on the other
hand, you value naturalness
of tone, good detail, plenty of
treble and bass extension and
a perfect willingness to pump
up the volume and have a
good time now and then, you
could spend £730 in far
WOrse ways.

All right, there's some col-
oration and the treble can
develop a slightly intrusive

. 'sheen’. Even so, the extent to

which it is possible to hear
‘through’ the DM305s is really
very good and certainly most
creditable at the price.

£129.99
£249.99
£349.95

Harman/Kardon HK620
B&W DM305

MERIDIAN/ARCAM/
TRIANGLE
ISSUE 164

i Two Cambridgeshire classics —
i the£1,100 20-bit Meridian

i 506 CD player and the £500

i Arcam Alpha 9 bi-amped with

the £400 Alpha 9P — hook up
with £1,099 Triangle Antal
speakers from France for this

sonic shindig.

The Antal is typical of

i Triangle’sdistinctive designs.
It's a highly efficient, ported,

i three-way design, with the

i majority of the sound produced
i through the mid-range unit,

i leaving the metal-dome tweeter
¢ and bass unit to act as fill-ins.

Although the speakers have

a claimed efficiency in the early

CAMBRIDGE/TANNOY
ISSUE 164

Two of the three components in
this system come from Audio
Partnership, the manufacturing
offshoot of Richer Sounds. They
bear the name of Cambridge
Audio, that well-loved but long-
defunct Cambridgeshire-based
manufacturer of CD players and
amplifiers from the '80s. The
third is from Tannoy.

Cambridge Audio’s Best Buy
£199.95 CD4SE may be a bit of
aclunkercompared to the slick-
est of Sony and Marantz players,
but its heartis in the right place
— with the music. Likewise the
£99.95 Cambridge Audio
Almk3 amplifier, a 30 Watt

. 90dBs, they are not easy to

drive at high volumes. But it is
possible for them to produce
remarkably fluid sound. In par-
ticular, vocals have a close,
detailed quality that makes you
think the singer is stepping
right up to the speaker. This

. superb mid-band clarity is

enhanced by a great sense of
speed, perhaps thanks to a lack
of truly deep bass.

If you seek a system that digs
deep into dub reggae, look else-
where. If, instead, you crave

- deftly-handled rhythms, quick-

silver sprightliness and mid-

. band todie for, put this on your
© shortlist.

Meridian 506 20-bit
Arcam Alpha 9/9P
Triangle Antal

£1,100.00
£499.90/£399.90
£1,099

redesign of the highly-rated Al.
Teamed with Tannoy’s
Profile Plus 632 (since super-
seded by the Precision
range), with its 150mm
polypropylene bass cone and
25mm metal-domed tweeter,
this is budget hi-fi at its best.
Quite simply, it has that ability

: toconvey a musical message,

whatever that message may be.
And with such ease that you

. keep coming back for more.

There’s a bouncy, exuberant
character to this trio that out-
weighs any minor failings. The
fact that this can be done at
£500 is little short of amazing.
Cambridge CD4SE £199.95
Cambridge AImk3 £99.95
Tannoy Profile Plus 632 N/A
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With Cinema DSP, you’ll be amazed at

what comes out of the woodwork.

e ——————

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And footsteps crunch across your =~ CINEMA DSP
living room floor.

No, it’s not your imagination. You're hearing sounds placed around the room, just as the
director intended.

All courtesy of Yamaha Cinema DSP. The home theatre technology that gives dialogue
more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail.

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience
you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll swear you hear Musicl
sounds in places that you don’t even have speakers.

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic.®

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and
sound effects with the action on the screen.

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other
comparatively priced products on the market.

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can’t talk you into a system, but that
doesn’t mean we can'’t scare you into one.

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166. YAMAHA

B R Only Yamaha

. Cinema DSP
creates phantom
speakers. It sounds
so real, you'll swear
you hear sounds in
wso  places you don’t

even have speakers.

Phantom Speakers

To: Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WD1 7]S. Tel: (01923) 233166
Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and A/V Range.
Name ... fmsidide i s e Address




An enticing £2,420 buys you
Naim Audio’s entry-level sys-
tem. It starts with the CD3 CD
player which uses Philips’
trusty-but-rusty 16-bit D/A con-
verter technology, albeit heavily
modified by Naim.

The 35 Watt Nait 3R (R for
remote control) has next to no
frills, and should be used with
Naim’s NAC A5 speaker cable
for best results. And, of course,
the company’s Intro loudspeak-
ers. They're simple-looking,
two-way black boxes, with the
bass driver's cabinet perched on
top of (butcompletely decou-
pled from) the treble unitand its
floorstanding chamber. Natty.

TECHNICS/
CAMBRIDGE/GALE
ISSUE 166

This is the classic Richer Sounds
anti-micro/midi separates
starter system. Two of the three
components are from Julian
Richer's house brands: the
£119.95 Cambridge Audio Al
mk3 integrated amp and the
£139.95 Gale 4ifloorstanders.
The feel-good bits of the Al’s
spec include 30 Watts a side, a
toroidal transformer and high
quality volume/balance pots.
The Gales are beefed-up ver-
sions of the popular ‘4’ with a
modified bass port, new 25mm

HI-FI CHOICE

When fully-cooked (run-in),

. this system transmutes its initial

brightness into acute observa-
tion of detail and musical
insight, putting the listenerin
the centre of attention. This is no
mega-civilised, so-detailed-that-

i you-can-hear-the-screws-on-
¢ the-third-violinist’s-music-stand

kind of system. Quantities like
imagery, soundstaging, even

. absolute timbral accuracy, are

not important to the Naim sys-
tem. Instead, what you getis a

: sound so uncontrived, so fresh

and so dynamic that music gets
played and played. And if you
like it loud, so much the better.
Break out the air Fender.
Naim CD3

Naim Nait 3R

Naim Intro

£1,000.00
£760.00
£660.00

tweeter as well as a better

. crossover. And, oh yes, 60 notes

off the price.

Source duties fall to the
Technics SL-PG480A CD play-
er, available at the time from
Richerland for £89.95, a

. remarkably lean price forsuch a

reasonably-featured MASH-
chipped machine. As a system

. it'sall yours for £299.95.

And, like, wow. Bass is big,
full and powerful, and the treble
simply soars. This is full-on hi-fi
— asclean and punchy as the
very latest chart material
demands. True, the system
isn'tdripping with refinement
but for those who like their

STAR BUYS

¥ auap
 ISSUE 165 :

¢ Evenin an elegantly straightfor-
i ward system such as this, the

i EISA-award-winning 77 amplifi-
i erisaparagon of simplicity.

i Gone are the tone-shaping con-

i trols of yore. Quad’s line-only

i integrated comes complete with
i the ‘intelligent’ remote for £850
i orwithout for £700. The match-
i ing 77 CD player keeps the but-
i ton count low but with QuadBus
i connectivity and the amply-

i functioned remote, things are
more versatile than they seem.

At the business end is Quad’s

first dynamic speaker, the
7710L. Beautifully finished in a
¢ range of veneers, thisis a small

music fast and furious, each
pound spent on this set-up
punches above its weight.

two-waysealed design not
unlike amodernised LS3/5a,
with poly cones and bi-wirable
gold-plated speaker terminals.
Given a little time to settlein,
the Quad system makes a sound
thatis quick, clean and detailed

: without being etched. Bass is

good for a small box loudspeaker
and defines a much more excit-
ing sound than previous Quad
kit. But it still retains the tonal
honesty and naturalness that
made the company a household
name. If you want to hear musi-

cal notes and are not content

just to nod your head in time, the
Quad combo s a little wonder.

Quad 77 CD Bus £699.95
Quad 77 Amp £699.95
Quad 7710L £599.95

Technics SL-PG480A
Cambridge AImk3

Gale 4i £139.95
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AMC/TANGENT
166

It's war out there on the high
street between multiple special-
ist stores (Richer Sounds,
Hyper-Fi etc) and micro-midi-
mini system merchants like
Dixons. The upshot is there has
never been a better time to buy a
budget hi-fi system. This entry-
level solution breaks the £350
barrier by £10 yet, for sheer
musicality, will take out any
micro you care to name.

CD player and integrated
amplifier are from the pan-glob-
al AMC empire. The AMC
3025aamp’s hair-shirt price
belies its remote control, and
despite its modest 25 Watt out-
putit's claimed to have areal-

JVC SD1

ISSUE 168
Life-stylistically, the JVCSD1 is
a cross between conventional hi-
fi kit and the less conventional
designs of B&O, Revox or Bose.
For £5,000 you get the AX-SD1
amp, XL-SD1 CD player, TD-
SD1 cassette deck, FX-SD1
tuner and SX-SD1 loudspeakers.
Each unitis ultra-hefty, thanks
to substantial alloy casework
and colossal transformers
inside. Each component has its
own remote but all basic func-
tions are actuated by the amp’s
zapper. The CD player incorpo-
rates JVC's K2 20-bit process-
ing, while the cassette deck is a
three-head design whose only

HI-FI CHOICE

- world ability to drive difficult

speakers. The £149.95 CD8

¢ CD player is a one-bit MASH-

based design with AMC’s own

filter module.

The responsibility for not
mucking up falls squarely on the

© narrow shoulders of the £59.95

Tangent Monitor Three rose-
wood bookshelf budgeteers.
They don’t disappoint.
Eschewing shiny digital hi-fi
sounds, the AMC/Tangent
combo is rich, warm and por-
trays an excellent sense of musi-
cal flow. It can be rough-edged
and a little bass-light at times

: butthereis a holistic rightness to
. the sound that’s very alluring.

: AMCCD8
- AMC 3025a

£149.95
£129.95

Tangent Monitor Three £59.95

¢ frill is bias calibration.

Sonically, the SD1 system

AUDIO NOTE
ISSUE 167 :

i TakeaTT1 (née Systemdek I1X)
¢ turntable with rewired Rega

i RB250 arm and Audio Note Iq2
i moving-magnet cartridge, built

¢ by Goldring. Add Audio Note's

i first-rung-on-the-ladder OTO SE
single-ended valve integrated

amplifier and a pair of Snell-J-
i type-derived Audio Note AN-JL
speakers. What have you got?

i Simple deck, smallamp (just 12
i Watts per channel), big sensitive

i speakers and music in your life.

These components cut right

through the artifice of so much
i hi-fi reproduction, especially

i with music thatisn't over-pro-
i duced, synthesised or heavily

seems to hitthe mark. Its key
strength is coherence, implying

. VCXL-SD1
& Ve TD-SDI

processed. The Audio Note
system conjures up a clear,
natural sound that'’s free of
brashness and harshness with
acoustic instruments or voices to
work with; yet it doesn’t seem
dull ordreary.

If truth be told there’s a lack
of dynamic headroom because
of limited loudness — it's no
head-banger. Yet this system
possesses an inexorable ‘right-
ness’ thatis absent from a whole
host of equally-priced alterna-
tives. It offers a unique blend of
expansive yet natural sound
without the top-dollar price tick-
etyou'd expect.

Audio Note TT1/AN-Arm 1/lq2
Audio Note OTO Phono SE
Audio Note AN-JL

£725.00
£1,499.00
£1,080.00

good timing and transparency

. thatcombine to create palpable,

fluent music. Inevitably it's not
the most dynamic or bone-
crunching system, but makes up

for this by remaining unflap-

pable up to decent volume lev-
els, producing a clean, even bal-
ance that lets through music
with the minimum of fuss.

It's not an edge-of-seat
choice for ardent audiophiles,
nor a European design classic by
appointment to the Danish
throne. Butit is a sweet-sound-
ing slicker.
JVC AX-SD1 £999.99

£899.99
£899.99
£699.99
£1,499.99

JVC FX-SDI
JVC SX-SD1
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UNRIVALLED REALISM—Audio Research delivers a true reference sound
quality in the Reference 1 preamp and Reference 600 monoblocs. Sixteen power
output valves run with 50% partial cathode coupling and a high efficiency.
tight coupled output transformer in each mono chassis deliver an effortless
600 watt for a naturalness and ease of dynamics only associate with live per-
formance. And with its wide bias adjustment the Reference 600 can use of
any of the popular output valves of the 6550, K'T88/90/99/100 families.

The all-valve Reference 1
stereo line preamp has full micro-
processor remote control of volume,
balance, record and input selection
with both balance and single ended
inputs (eight plus full tape loop) and

outputs (two main, one tape). There are no mechanical switches 1o degrade
the signal path. The array of awards and world-wide acclaim says it all.
REAL POWER—Audio
Research offers a new 130
watt per channel stereo
power amplifier for the

Reference 600 monoblocs

solid-state enthusiast—
the D130. This
exceptionally hard
driving power amplifier
has been designed for
the ultimate in speed and
slam. Audio Research
has also introduced a
remote control solid-
state preamp to replace
the LS3/3B that enjoyed
such a long and distin-
guished life. The
replacement, designated
LS9, is an all new, direct-
coupled Class A design
using the constant-
current technology of the
flagship Reference 1. A
low profile design, the
LS9 features two
balanced and three single-ended inputs plus a full tape monitor loop.
REAL PERFORMANCE—the LS15 steps into the shoes of the much loved
LS2 series preamps. Running both singled ended and balanced inputs with
microprocessor controlled relays for gain control and switching the LS15
caters for those making an important transition into the real high-end yet
who want to retain the convenience of full remote control of all front panel
functions. In partnership with the VT100 power amplifier the LS15 will rock
you back on your heels with its fine resolution and musical dynamics. The
100 watt per channel VT100 is a hard-driving amplifier with true bass slam
maiched by a liquid mid and top. Its speed and control have to be heard. At
£8394 this partnership can put the excitement back into your music making.
REAL PRAISE—the all-valve LS22 brings down the cost of true Audio
Research high-end performance.

‘ This line stage preamplifier was reviewed in March 1996 (Hi-Fi News &
Record Review, Martin Colloms) as “a truly first-rate line controller. The LS22

Absolute Sounds
- 58 Durham Road
' London SW20 0DE ABSOLUTE SOUNDS
Tel 0181-9475047 HOME CINEMA

SOUND AND VISION
FROM THE EXPERTS

Fax  0181-8797962
Email 73064,1710@compuserve.com

performed as flawlessly on the lab bench as it did in the listening room. (the
1.822) proved uncompromising in its closest approach to the absolute—a neutral,
transparent. musically honest gain control.” The review concludes: “a work of
reference, unwersal in application and a tonic for any system. In my opinion it’s
the best mixed mode pre-amplifier ['ve heard to date and in view of what it
achieves, the price is nicely competitive”.

REAL SOUND FOR HOME CINEMA—In answer to the demands of Home

cinema enthusiasts for yet higher

sound quality, Audio Research offers the
Spatial Definition Processor. The SDP1
builds a 5-channel matrix from stereo
information and is designed specifi-
cally to enhance existing audiophile

quality two-channel systems—it does not use Dolby™ noise reduction or
sleering logic, setting new standards in low noise and low distortion. Its
hallmark is in increased
intelligibility and coher-
ence of the sound
‘envelope’. A partnering
4-channel amplifier,

the SDAL, is available.
REAL INTEGRATION—
the long-awaited CA50 all-
valve, remote control
integrated amplifier is
here! Taking its styling

Winner AAHEA Golden Note
cues come from the

award 1996 ‘Best tube

q i awesome Reference 1,
electronies design

the CAS0 is matched
by the new CD2
Compact Disc player.
Conservatively rated
at 50 watt per channel
the CAS0 was
designed to be stun-
ningly musical,
handsome in appear-
ance and completely
convenient. Join the
queunes of those
waiting to audition this important product—an Audio Research first.
REAL QUALITY—Audio Researeh is now established as a producer of out-
standing source components. An entirely new full 20-bit CD player, the
CD2, replaces the single box CD1 and CDT1 transport. As a complete
player Audio Research is convinced the CD2 can compete with anything in
the market with its astounding resolution of detail and dynamies. For
those seeking classic Audio Research sound quality ideals in an outboard
digital converter the all valve-output DAC3 converter is the perfect choice.
The DAC3 —now in Mk I production with improved components and
important mechanical improvements to reduce vibration is joined by the
entry-level DACS converter.

The LS5 preamplifier has moved to Mk Il production with the popular
addition of single-ended inputs to the fully balanced-only version, Time for
some musical realism?—contact Absolute Sounds fer full information and a list
of dealers where you can experience the effortless reality of Audio Research.



RESON/CRIMSON/
REHDEKO
ISSUE 170

Here's a system from the edge.
Put together by Essex-based dis-
tributor Virtual Reality, it com-
prises the Reson RS1A
turntable, a pair of Rehdeko
RK115A speakers, the Crimson
CS610C preamplifier and a pair
of CS630 monoblok power
amps. If mid-band accuracy is
your bag, this rigis a virtuoso.
The ‘baby’ Rehdeko speakers
typify the approach: single
190mm paper-cone full-range
driver, high measured sensitivity
of 97.3 dB, frequency response
tailored to emphasise the ‘infor-
mation band’. The Reson deck is
basically a Systemdek 1 with a

YBA/TRIANGLE
ISSUE 171

Northern-Irish distributor
Kronos has a vision of the high-
end and it's distinctly Gallic: CD
and amplifier by Yves-Bernard
André (YBA), speakers by
Triangle. The £1,250CD
Intégré sports what YBA calls a
‘Blue Laser’ system which, it's
claimed, aids disc tracking. The
£1,650 Intégré DT amplifier's
dual mono configuration is simi-
larly radical, while the new
£799 Zephyr Mark |1 floor-
standers have been upgraded {o
mkll status with a larger cabinet,
new drive units and claimed
91dB efficiency.

The YBA designs need skillful
matching. They have a soft but
charming sound that could

HI-FI CHOICE

. Crimson €S610C/CS630
i Rehdeko RK115A

Rega RB250 and Goldring MC
cartridge, while the Crimson
pre-power combo is nothing if
notclean and fast.
Onfirsthearingthere
appearsto be no bass, and high
frequencies that swing between

© painful and almost inaudible.

But this is as much to do with hi-
fi preconceptions as the sys-

: tem’s actual sound. Once you've
. adjusted, recordings come to life
© with a naturalness that is

: vibrant, occasionally unnerving,

often breathtakingly close to the

. sound of real instruments. You'll

either love it or hate it. But you'll

© never think about music the

same way again.
Reson RS1A £675.00
£1,225,00

£1,700.00

STAR BUYS

i Priced at£3,300, AVI's first

i complete systemissettobea

¢ bigseller. Itincorporates the
£1,399S2000MC Reference

¢ CD player; the £999, 100-Watt,
i solid-state, S2000Ml integrated
i remote-control amplifier; and a
pair of the new floorstanding,

i reflex-loaded, two-way Positron
i speakers, priced at £899.

This is a classic fit-and-forget

i systemin the style of a Linn,

i Meridian or Quad — albeit with-
i outquite such a high degree of

i inter-component communica-
i tion. Even though the Positron is
i asmall, light speaker, it projects
i asurprisingly large, three-

- AVIS2000MC
- AVI S2000Mm1

dimensional soundstage, with
bass to catch you unawares.
There’s very little corruption of
the sound. The 2000-series CD
player and amplifier are the per-
fect match for these speakers. A
complete lack of artificiality
makes the music flow naturally.
It's very difficult to identify a

. weak link in this chain,except,

perhaps, if you want to play it

very loud. Because the

Positron’s mid/bass cones are
small, and undergo long excur-
sions to provide a decent quanti-
ty of bass, the speaker strains
when you crank up the amp.
@ Win this system on page 34.
£1,399.00
£999.00
AV Positron £899.00
easily seem bland and uninspir-
ing with undynamic speakers.
Yet they also have enough treble
extension to make ragged
speakers sound aggressive on
music that has been mixed to

- sound up-front.

Thankfully, the Triangle
Zephyr Mk |l speakers are the
perfect foil with clean top-end
extension, exciting pace and
good but not earth-shakingly-
deep bass. Combined, these
components give a sound that is
weighty, with plenty of richness
and a lot of detail. Kronos has
succeeded in distilling the
essence of the highend intoa
package that ordinary audio-
philes can afford.

YBA Intégré £1,250
YBA DT £1,650
Triangle Zephyr Mk Il £799
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and only available from these authorised dealers...

ABERDEEN
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01224 587070
ACCRINGTON
Cryers

01254 391440
AYLESBURY
Northwood Audio Il
01296 28790
BANBURY
Blinkhorns
01295 259859
BANGOR

| & H Griffiths
01248 370855
BARKING
Hyper-Fi

0181 591 6961
BARNSTAPLE
J & A Video Centre
01271 24384
BASINGSTOKE
Audio T

01256 24311
BATH

Moss of Bath
01225 465085
Paul Green Hi-Fi
01225 316197
BECKENHAM
Musical Images
0181 663 3777
BEDFORD
Richard's A.V.
01234 365165
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01234 272779
BELFAST
Audio Times
01232 249117
Richer Sounds
01232 321332
BIDEFORD

J & A Cameras
01237 421791
BIRMINGHAM
Empire Superstore
0121 643 0972
Music Matters
0121 429 2811
Music Matters
0121 742 0254
Norman H. Field
0121 622 2323
Richer Sounds
0121 643 1516
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0121233 2977
Superfi

0121 631 2875
BISHOP’'S
STORTFORD
The Audio File
01279 506576
BLACKBURN
Cryers

01245 51842
Romers Hi-Fi
01254 887799

BLACKPOOL
Practical Hi-Fi
01253 300599
BLOXWICH
Sound Academy
01922 473499
BODMIN

ETS:

01208 75579
BOLTON
Cleartone

01204 531423
Practical Hi-Fi
01204 395789
Sound & Vision
01204 701711
BOURNEMOUTH
Movement Audio
01202 529988
Suttons

01202 555512
BRACKNELL
B&B Hi-Fi

01344 424556
BRADFORD
Erricks

01274 309266
BRENTWOOD
Hi-Spek Electronics
01277 226303
BRIGHTON
Hill's Sound & Vision
01273 418006
Richer Sounds
01273 673333
The Powerplant
01273 775978
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01273 733338
BRISTOL

Audio Excellence
0117 926 4975
Paul Roberts Hi-Fi
0117 942 9370
Richer Sounds
0117 973 4397
BROMBOROUGH
CROSS

Peter's Hi-Fi
0151 344 1874
BROMSGROVE
Spains

01527 872460
BURY ST. EDMUNDS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01284 753776
CAMBORNE
ETS.

01209 712344
CAMBRIDGE
The Audio File
01223 368305
University Audio
01223 354237
CANTERBURY
Canterbury Hi-Fi
01227 765315
CARDIFF

Audio Excellence
01222 228565
Richer Sounds
01222 465654
CARLISLE
Practical Hi-Fi
01228 44792
CASTLEFORD
Eric Wiley Hi-Fi
01977 556774
CHELMSFORD
Richer Sounds
01245 355666

CHELTENHAM
Audio T

01242 583960
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01242 241171
CHESTER
Audio Excellence
01244 345576
Peter’s Hi-Fi
01244 319392
CHIPPENHAM
JD Stereo Center
01249 654357
CHORLEY
Monitor Sound
01257 271935
CONGLETON
Hi-Fi Showrooms
01260 280017
COVENTRY
Frank Harvey Hi-Fi
01203 525200
Superfi

01203 223254
CREWE
Cloughs A.V.
01270 257030
CROYDON
Audio Tech
0181680 1177
Richer Sounds
0181667 1100
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 655 1203
Spaldings Hi-Fi
0181 654 1231
Zebra

0181 688 2093
DARLINGTON
Hi-Fi Experience
01325 481418
DERBY

Superfi

01332 360303
DEVIZES
Rutters Hi-Fi
01380 722268
DUBLIN

Hi-Fi Corner
016714343
Richer Sounds
016719666
The Sony Centre
01667 0990
DUNDEE

J.D. Brown
01382 226591
W.M. Coupar
01382 229588
DUNSTABLE
Technosound
01582 663297
EASTBOURNE
Smythe & Barrie
01323 729192
EAST GRINSTEAD
Audio Designs
01342 314569
EDGWARE
Musical Images
0181 952 5535

EDINBURGH
Bill Hutchinson
0131 220 0909
Bill Hutchinson
0131 667 2877
Richer Sounds
0131 226 3544
ENFIELD

Audio T

0181 367 3132
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 342 1973
EPPING

Chew & Osborne
01992 574242
EXETER

Audio Excellence
01392 491194
EXMOUTH

Exe Video
01395 278 558
FALKIRK

Hi-Fi Corner
01324 629011
FOLKESTONE
Halksworth Wheeler
01303 255688
V.J. Hi-Fi

01303 256860
GATESHEAD
Lintone Audio
0191 460 0999
Lintone Audio
0191 477 4167
GLASGOW

Bill Hutchinson
0141 248 2857
Glasgow Audio
0141 332 4707
Richer Sounds
0141 226 5551
The Music Room
0141 332 5012
GLOUCESTER
Audio Excellence
01452 300046
Sight & Sound
01452 503691
GODSTONE
Surrey Hi-Fi
01883 744755
GUILDFORD
Rogers Hi-Fi
01483 561049
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01483 36666
HAILSHAM
Smythe & Barrie
01323 840550
HALIFAX
Huddersfield Hi-Fi
01422 366832
HARROW
Harrow Audio
0181 863 0938
HASTINGS
Adams & Jarrett
01424 437165
HELSTON
ETS.

01326 573285
HEREFORD
English Audio
01432 355081
HIGH WYCOMBE
B&B Hi-Fi
01494 535910
The Sound Gallery
01494 531682
HOUNSLOW
Musical Images
0181 569 5802

HUDDERSFIELD
Huddersfield Hi-Fi
01484 544668
HULL

A Fanthorpe
01482 223096
Superfi

01482 324051
Zen Audio
01482 587397
ILFORD

Audio T
0181518 0915
PRC Hi-Fi & Video
0181 514 7449
INVERNESS
The Music Station
01463 225523
IPSWICH
Eastern Audio
01473 217217
KETTERING
Classic Hi-Fi
01536 310855
KINGS LYNN
Martins Hi-Fi
01533 761683
KINGSTON UPON
THAMES
Infidelity

0181 943 3530
Richer Sounds
0181 549 9999
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 547 0717
LANCASTER
Practical Hi-Fi
01524 39657
LEEDS

Bill Hutchinson
0113242 7777
Empire Superstore
0113 235 1701
Richer Sounds
0113 245 5717
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0113 245 2775
Superfi

0113 244 9075
LEICESTER
Cymbiosis

0116 262 3754
Leicester Hi-Fi
0116 253 9753
May's Hi-Fi
0116 262 5625
Richer Sounds
0116 255 4656
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0116 255 7518
LINCOLN
Superfi

01522 520265
LIVERPOOL
Beaver Hi-Fi
0151 709 9898
Better Hi-Fi
0151 227 5007
Richer Sounds
0151 708 7484
LLANDUDNO
Peter’s Hi-Fi
01492 876788
LONDON

A&M Electronics
0171 580 1577
Audio Concept
0181 567 8703

LONDON

Audio T

0171794 7848
Bartletts Hi-Fi
0171 607 2148
Brians Hi-Fi

0171 631 1109
Chelsea AV.

0171 352 2596
Francis of Streatham
0181 769 0466
Garland Electronics
0181 200 7676
Grahams Hi-Fi
0171 226 5500
Hi-Fi Care

0171 637 8911
Hi-Fi Confidential
0171 233 7225
Hi-Fi Components
0171223 1110
Hi-Fi Surplus Store
0171323 6712
Hi-Spek Electronics
0181349 1166
Kamla Electronics
0171 323 2747
KJ West One
0171 486 8262
Kerco Electronics
0181 743 3698
Martin-Kleiser
0181 400 5555
M. O'Brien Hi-Fi
0181 946 1528
Musical Images
0171 497 1346
Myers Audio
0181 520 7277
Oranges & Lemons
0171 924 2040
PRC Hi-Fi & Video
0181 470 3499
Richer Sounds
0171 352 8496
Richer Sounds
0171 403 1201
Richer Sounds
0171 722 3359
Richer Sounds
0171 831 2888
Richer Sounds
0171 626 8006
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0171 352 9466
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0181 855 8016
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01376 501733
Shasonic

0171 323 0333
Spatial Audio
0171 637 8702
Superfi

0171.388 1300
The Hi-End

0181 876 3355
LOSSIEMOUTH
John Munro
01343 812340
MACCLESFIELD
Philip Dooley
01625 264666

MAIDSTONE
Halksworth Wheeler
01622 756756
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01622 686366
MANCHESTER
Bill Hutchinson
0161 832 1600
Central Radio
0161 834 6700
Practical Hi-Fi
0161 839 8869
Superfi
0161835 1156
The Hi-Fi Room
0161 832 0888
MARGATE

V.J. Hi-Fi

01843 226977
MARKET
HARBOROUGH
The Auditorium
01858 461460
MIDDLESBOROUGH
Gilson Audio
01642 248793
MILTON KEYNES
Technosound
01908 604949
NELSON
Wilkinson's Hi-Fi
01282 612901
NEW MALDEN
Grandix

0181 336 0012
NEWBURY
B&B Hi-Fi
01635 32474
NEWCASTLE
Bill Hutchinson
0191 230 3600
Richer Sounds
0191 230 1392
NEWPORT
Hi-Fi Western
01633 262790
NEWTOWNARDS
Moore’s Hi-Fi
01247 812417
NORTHAMPTON
Listen Inn
01604 37871
Superfi

01604 24488
NORWICH
Basically Sound
01508 570829
Martins Hi-Fi
01603 627010
Richer Sounds
01603 620860
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01603 767605
NOTTINGHAM
Forum Hi-Fi
0115 962 2657
John Kirk

0115 925 2986
Richer Sounds
0115 924 1551
Superfi
0115941 2137
OLDHAM
Audio Counsel
0161 633 2602

OTLEY

Aston Audio
01943 467689
OXFORD

Audio T

01865 65961
Oxford Audio
Consultants
01865 790879
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01865 241773
PENZANCE
ETS.

01736 64274
PERTH

W.M. Coupar
01738 634809
PETERBOROUGH
Audiovision
01733 352752
The Hi-Fi Company
01733 341755
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01733 897697
PLYMOUTH
The Hi-Fi Attic
01752 669511
Richer Sounds
01752 222256
POOLE
Movement Audio
01202 730865
PORTSMOUTH
Now That's Hi-Fi
01705 811618
Now That's Hi-Fi
01705 811230
PRESTON
Audio Excellence
01772 253057
Practical Hi-Fi
01772 883958
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01772 825777
PRESTWICH
Richer Sounds
0161 773 0333
READING

Audio T

0118 958 5463
B&B Hi-Fi

01734 583730
Reading Sony Centre
0118 950 0350
Richer Sounds
01734 591111
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
0118 9597768
REDCAR

MsV

01642 494999
RICHMOND
Riverside Hi-Fi
0181892 7613
ROSSENDALE
Cryers

01706 216305
SAFFRON WALDEN
Chew & Osborne
01799 523728
SALE

Hi-Fi Stereo
0161 973 5577
SALISBURY
Salisbury Hi-Fi
01722 322119
SCARBOROUGH
Audio One
01723 355654

SEVENOAKS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01732 459555
SHEFFIELD
Audio Images
0114 273 7893
Moorgate Acoustics
0114 275 6048
Richer Sounds
0114 266 1616
Superfi

0114 272 3768
SHREWSBURY
Creative Audio
01743 241924
Shropshire Hi-Fi
01743 232317
SLOUGH
Frasers Hi-Fi
01753 520244 .
SOUTHAMPTON
Richer Sounds
01703 231311
Southampton Hi-Fi
01703 228434
ST. ALBANS
Radlett Audio
01727 855577
ST. AUSTELL
ETS.

01726 75400
ST. NEOTS
AN Audio
01480 472071
Audiovision
01480 471202
STEVENAGE
Audiovision
01438 355507
STOCKPORT
Richer Sounds
0161 480 1700
Superfi

0161 429 9080
STOKE

Living designs
01782 260047
Superfi

01782 265010
STOURBRIDGE
Music Matters
01384 444184
STRATFORD
Stratford Hi-Fi
01789 414533
SWANSEA
Audio Excellence
01792 474608
Quinn's A.V.
01792 773644
SWINDON
Audio T

01793 538222
Sight & Sound
01793 611253
THAME

Thame Audio
01844 215431
THORNTON HEATH
AWE o,
0181 653 3657

TORQUAY
Upton Electronics
01803 551329
TRURO

ETS.

01872 79809
TUNBRIDGE WELLS
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01892 531543
Sounds of Music
01892 547003
TUXFORD

nr. Newark
Chantry Audio
01777 870372
UXBRIDGE
Uxbridge Audio
01895 465444
WALLINGFORD
Astley Audio
01491 839305
WARRINGTON
Doug Brady Hi-Fi
01925 828009
Practical Hi-Fi
01925 632179
WATFORD

Hi-Fi City

01923 226169
Richer Sounds
01923 218888
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01923 213533
WEYBRIDGE
Cosmic

01932 854522
WEYMOUTH
Weymouth Hi-Fi
01305 785729
WILMSLOW
Swift Hi-Fi
01625 526213
WITHAM
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01376 501733
WOKING
Bartletts Hi-Fi
01483 771175
WOLVERHAMPTON
Superfi

01902 772901
WORCESTER
Sight & Sound
01905 22335
Sevenoaks Hi-Fi
01905 612929
WORTHING
Bowers & Wilkins
01903 264141
Phase 3 Hi-Fi
01903 245577
WREXHAM
Acton Gate Audio
01978 364500
YEOVIL

Mike Manning Audio
01935 79361
YORK

Vickers Hi-Fi
01904 629659
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Interconnects




Cable Yqlk scooped the top honours
for Best'Speaker Cable and were
Highly Recommended for
Interconnects

Interconnects: Monitor 2.1
Speaker Cables: Talk 3.1

Doesn’t your system
deserve the best?
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This year we have included all products awarded European
Imaging & Sound Association (EISA) awards, as well as items tested
in complete systems and noted in Statements, our monthly round-up

. of high-end masterpieces and other esoteric concoctions.

: To obtain more information on any product, you may use our
FactsBack service (see page 142) which will fax you a copy of most

. reviews printed in the last few months. Or you can order whole maga-

: zines from our Back Issue warehouse (see page 151). Meanwhile for

. Net-heads and Cyberphiles the world over, our new Web site

- (www.hifichoice.co.uk; and see p33) offers interactive review

. searches and hot chat areas. Hope you find what you're looking for!

harman/kardon sy

—_— :
i-Fi Choice has reviewed thousands of products since
arrivingon the scenein 1975. Many components have
received our renowned Best Buy or Recommended :
swing-tags. Naturally, you can stay abreast of hi-fi
happenings by buying the magazine every month. But

if your Hi-Fi Choice collection has a few gaps, this bumper Best Buys
compilation will get you up to speed on the hottest hi-fi of the year.

Our detailed, comparative blind-listening tests have made Hi-Fi
Choice one of the most respected hi-fi magazines in the world. Since
last January we have discovered 44 Best Buy and 75 Recommended
products — 20 per cent more swing-tags than last year. It's no mean
feat to cram a year's worth of star buys into a magazine of this size, so
we've trimmed two-thirds from the original review of each Best Buy.
Recommended write-ups are summarised in a paragraph or two.

BEST BUYS 1997 HI-FI CHOICE




LOUDSPEAKERS

s usual there are more Best Buy loudspeakers than any
Aother hi-fi component. It's a simple fact that more loud-
speakers are made in the UK than any other hi-fi product,

and our reviews naturally reflect the great product diversity on offer.

Loudspeakers come in all manner of shapes and sizes, use
myriad technologies and materials, and may be purchased at a vast
range of prices. Any change in speaker design affects sound quality,
so at any price level loudspeakers offer the great-
est range of sonic differences.

As a manufacturer’s interpre-
tation of good sound can be
highly subjective, so may a
reviewer's, which is why we use
blind listening panels to achieve a
consensus of opinion.

Because of the variety of
sounds on offer, you should use our
citations as a guide, and make a short-list of
products in your price range. Use our reviews to elimi-
nate models that don't suit your tastes and system. Ideally, this will
leave you with a maximum of three products. Then audition these
products (in your system, if possible). This should prevent you
wasting time listening to speakers that do not suit your taste.

CD PLAYERS

he latest CD players are at the pinnacle of the digital engi-
neer’s art. Pundits now talk of DVD or Super CD replace-

ments for CD, but it will take many years before these future
formats cease to be science fiction. Now's a great time to buy CD!
This is an ever-changing market in which entry-level prices are
going down and quality is going up. At the high end prices have not
decreased so much, but sound and design quality forge ahead.
Even here there are exceptions: the
new Micromega Solo is not cheap at
£2,700, but it makes older
Micromegas sound lack-
lustre by comparison.
While Best Buy prod-
ucts tend to be cheaper,
you'll see more than a few
up-market Recommendations. Add
to this the spectacular high-end models
we've tested and you can see why there has
never been a better time to buy a CD player.

here is a great temptation to underplay the importance of an
Tamplifier. Many people mistakenly believe that the loud-
speakers or the source are most fundamental to good sound
quality, and overlook the r6le of the amplifier completely.
Fortunately that situation is changing, as people begin to realise
that every component in the hi-fi chain is equally important. This
has catalysed a resurgence in good amplifier design at all prices.
We are particularly pleased to see more and more ‘Cosworth’
style amplifier products. This is where a pretty normal amplifier —
usually a low-priced model — receives a thorough tweaking, and
thus delivers much higher sound quality than one might expect
from such prosaic raw material.
Perhaps the best known
of this year's breed are
B Ken Ishiwata’s award-
= winning Marantz PM-66
KI Signature, and the Pioneer

v/f’/] A-300R Precision extensively modified

<:71% by ‘phase-linearity’ maven Tom Evans.

HI-FI CHOICE

CATEGORY
LI

PAGE NUMBER

EARSETIERE S

CD PLAYERS

EISA AWARD WINNERS

HEADPHONES

LOUDSPEAKERS

SPEAKER CABLES

EQUIPMENT TABLES
TUNERS
TURNTABLES

hile the triumvirate of CD, amp and speaker represent the

core of today’s hi-fi system, numerous other products make
the difference between good hi-fi and great hi-fi. Cables, tables,
headphones and tuners all contribute to sonic satisfaction. Even
older technology is not redundant. Sales of cassette tape decks and
record players may not be as brisk as they used to be, but by no
means are these formats about to retire. The joy of separates hi-fi is
upgrading and adding components as you can afford them. Enjoy!
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BEST BUYS

CD Plavers

ACURUS ACD11
£899

Distributed in the UK by the pur-
veyors of Classe Audio, EAD and
Mirage, the ACD11 is the only
CD playerin Acurus’s eclectic
but relatively affordable range.
Build quality is good and the
front panel is well finished.
Below the display is the mysteri-
ous legend ‘Air Constrained
Dampening’. The digital heart of
this player is a one-bit DAC with
32-times oversampling.

Bells and whistles aren’t the
name of the game at this price,
but key playback features are all
accessible from the crescent for-
mation of front panel controls.
The power switch is central,
with buttons for play, stop,
open/close, and next/previous
track skip to either side. The
remote control adds the usual
ergonomic enhancements,
including alternative display
modes (such as display off), and
track programming. Standard
analogue output sockets are
supplemented by a coaxial

DENON DCD-635

£179.99
Pitched into the fray at £20 less
than its predecessor the 625,
Denon’s DCD-635 keeps faith
with multi-bit conversion tech-
nology by using what is claimed
to be an 18-bit Burr Brown DAC,
plus eight-times-oversampling
‘LAMBDA filters’ and ‘Digital
Noise Shaping’. The centre-
mounted mechanism,
nothing special to look at,
is above the display,
which is not too helpful,
but on the whole clean
and simple. The mecha-
nism is quiet but positive, and
the rather fussy display can be
dimmed or switched off entirely.
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digital S/PDIF, and the player
offers a polished drawer action
and rapid track access.

It was the highest-scoring
model in its test group, and a
resounding success in the con-
text of the high-resolution sys-
tem used. One panel member
suggested the Acurus was ideal
for owners of high-quality mini
monitors: “What's there is very
good indeed, but there’s no sub-
stance to the bass,” Others com-
mented on a rather washed-out
bass quality, but even the worst
CD player has acceptable bass.

Elsewhere, it was variously
described as “well defined”,
with “strong clarity”, a “natural
[tonal] balance”, “secure” and
presenting a “believable image”

¢ —or, asoneputit, “stereo at

last!”. Adjectives like “seduc-
tive” cropped up, too. This is an
excellent player that boasts a
winning combination of refine-
ment, resolving ability and
naturalness. There’s no hesita-
tion in awarding a Best Buy. a6
Audio lllusion @ (01753) 542 761
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 166

The headphone feed has a
rotary volume control and the
remote provides a 12dB mute.
User-convenience features
include various disc-to-tape

. editing programme functions
: and a ‘sync’ socket for Denon

cassette decks.

This player shows what can
be done at a low price
when resources are con-

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CD4SE |

 £199.95

i When is a special edition not a
i special edition? When it's a

i completely different machine.

Enter Cambridge Audio’s £200

i CDA4SE which, despite appear-
ances, bears no resemblance at
i alltothe original CD4 reviewed
i sofavourablyinissue 147.

By the time you read this, CA

is likely to have tarted up the

i ratherdour front panel. Widgets
i like direct track access, intro
search, repeat, random and pro-
i gram play are all retained. But

i why is the CD4SE one of the few
i players not to accept direct track
¢ selection with the drawer still

i open? Asilly oversight.

Inside, it's all change. Out

i goes the Sanyo-based mechan-
i ism, with its sluggish track

i access, to be replaced by

i thecrisper Philips

i CDM12. Gone, too, is

Philips’ TDA1305

i DAC, infavourof the

¢ very different CS4327

i from Crystal. This is

a high oversampling/

i bitstream-style con-

¢ verter which, CA claims,

i offers close to 20-bit
performance using a paired
i differential arrangement.

“There’s more than a hint of

valve amp in this player,”

centrated where they can do the
most good.

“Bouncy and pretty lively,”
wrote one listener about the
Joni Mitchell track. A choral
piece showed “good clarity,
with a nice listen-through char-
acter and good [vocal] articul-
ation, and an even-handed tonal

balance”.
One listener

J felt the player

remarked one imaginative lis-
tenerin response to the warm,
rich and colourful sound of the
CD4 SE.

It does emphasise midrange
detail and ‘lushness’ ahead of
extremetreble ‘airiness’ and yet,
despite this merest hint of dark-
ness, Cannonball Adderley’s
mute trumpet and sax still pos-
sessed realistic attack and bite,
and the emotive strength of
Rachmaninov’s Third Sym-
phony remained undiluted.

Aesthetic and ergonomic
quibbles aside, this is among the

- very best players we have ever

encountered, and it's certainly
as good as a product as you are
likely to trip over at this price.
The heartiest of Best Buys. rmi
Cambridge Audio @ (0171) 940 2240
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

© was allittle too laid-back to fully
. exploit the live feel of the song,

but this was a minority view, and
a high average score tells its own
eloguent story.

Thisis aclean, accurate and
expressive player, which was as
good an advocate for the com-
plex and unfamiliar material as
the more homely.

It feels a little plasticky, but
Denon’s DCD-635 is a thor-

oughbred when it comes to

musical performance, and
holds its own with players
that cost quite a bit more.

The criticisms were mild and

infrequent, so this CD player

is an obvious Best Buy. 46

Hayden Labs = (01753) 888 447
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 172
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KENWOOD DP-4090
£229.95

The DP-4090 is in the middle of
arange of five, and boasts CD
Text. This system, which per-
mits textual data to be stored
with music ona CD, was first
demonstrated 15 years ago, but
now Kenwood, among others,
has introduced players that can
extractinformation such as
album and track titles, plus
artist and composer names,
from encoded discs. On the DP-
4090 messages scroll across a
large dot-matrix panel.

Despite a minimalist front
panel, the DP-4090 is not short
of features. These include elec-
trical and optical digital outputs,
remote system-link terminals,
and remote-control-operated
headphone volume adjustment.
Though bulky, the player is well
made, with an extruded alumin-
ium front panel and a thin load-
ing drawer which is quieter and
quicker than most.

MISSION CYRUS 9AD3Q
£898

Derived from the 0AD3 (see page
56), this 9)AD3Q variationis a
£300 upgrade of the base
model. In this guise it features
mono 18-bit DACs for each
channel, with separate eight-
times digital filters mounted on a
small ‘piggyback’ PCB.

It sports the familiar Cyrus
magnesium die-cast casework
(non-ferrous, so non-magnetic,
and very aesthetically pleasing)
and the space-saving ‘half- .
width’ shoebox presentation.
As well as the usual features,
absolute phase may be
switched and programmed on a
track-by-track basis.
Surprisingly, perhaps, the only

HI-FI CHOICE

It struck a chord with the lis-

: tening panel, receiving a highly

consistent endorsement. “This
sounded pretty good,” wrote
one. Another said: “The player
sounds full-bodied, rhythmic
and detailed. Sometimes its tre-

: bleis alittle harsh, buton the

[

whole it works really wel
The Kenwood is a colourful
and articulate player which is

© more dynamic and less mechan-
¢ ical than most. It performed con-
. sistently with each system used

. ontestand had the happy knack

of drawing attention away from

the mechanics of music repro-
© duction and into the music itself.

The DP-4090 is afirst-rate

- budget CD player, offering open,
. expressive sound quality with

plenty of tonal colour, dynamic

. incident and dark spaces bet-

© ween the notes. A star performer
. and Best Buy. 4

. Kenwood @ (01923) 816 444

© Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 172

. digital output is optical. The Q-

. Board already represents a

© major upgrade, but a further

. stepis possible by adding an
outboard PSX-R power supply in

matching alloy casework.
The basic player (without
PSX-R) was, on the whole, well-

: liked in the panel tests, thanks

E :
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i Theunwieldy and unnecessary

i bulk of Kenwood’s DP-7090 CD
i playerflies in the face of today’s
i cosmetic wisdom. Fortunately,
i our ‘blind’ listeners saw through
its clumsy apparel to the beauty
i of the performance within. It'sa
i truly cracking player as long as

¢ you don't dismiss iton the
grounds of tasteless styling.

Comprehensive features

i include index and track selec-

i tion, peak search, program and

repeat play, plus digital volume

i control on the line-level outputs.

The most startling feature is

i itsinternal technology, in which

asealed and ‘tuned’ transport

i mechanism complements very

i elaborate associated digital

i electronics, known as ‘Dynamic

Resolution Intensive Vector

i Enhancement’ (DRIVE). There

i arefour of Burr-Brown’s top

i PCM1702 20-bit DACs per

channel, as you'd expect to find
ina£2,000 player.

Though itwas a little distant-

¢ sounding, our panel found the

i 7090's sound even-handed and
i fundamentally coherent. Fora

i change, the complex vocal

i intonation of the late Nusrat

i Fateh Ali Khan captured our

to a smooth, easy-on-the-ear
quality which makes the most of
musical expression, tonal colour
and timing (sometimes at the
expense of musical architec-
ture). There were a few com-
plaints of mild coloration effects
—one listener complained of a
“creamy” string tone — but over-

attention through emotive
strength, not tonal forwardness.

“It whisks you off to a land of
sticky coffee and minarets,”
remarked one listener, who also
had halfa mind on lunch.

Cannonball Adderley’s
Autumn Leaves also possessed
this same ‘cuddly’ quality,
which was described as “neither
addingto, nor getting in the way
of, the essence of this original
'50s recording”. All in all, this
proved to be a very enjoyable
player throughout. Neither grey
nor clinical, it was admirably
natural and unmanipulative in
disposition. It just plays great
music, pure and simple.

The technology within the
DP-7090 has never been avail-
able at such a low price; an
involving player results. A Best
Buy and a gentleman among

. digital ruffians. pmi

Kenwood & (01923) 816 444

* Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

riding everything was the way it
brought articulation and vitality

: tothe darkest reaches of the

music without imposing its own
character, and smothering the
differences between the various
pieces. This was one of just a

: few players able to re-invent

itself with each piece of music.
The PSX-R-equipped version

. wasalso presented to the panel,
¢ which approved of the much

bolder architecture, enhanced
dynamic range and soundstag-
ing, and superior detail resolu-
tion. Here's a very intelligently-
designed player that's always
easy on the ear. Ultimately it's
the upgrade flexibility that
makes it a Best Buy. 46

© Mission = (01480) 451777

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choiceissue 169
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MUSICA] DEL] A2

£499.99

While derived from the E60O,
Musical Fidelity's A2 is a direct
counterpart of the more costly
E601, styled to match the
A-series amps.

The display is the familiar
over-fussy component, but
subtle highlighting around the
controls is a bonus and the
luxurious deep black facia
ensures the A2 is among the
classiest-looking players in its
price zone.

Digital electrical and optical
outputs are fitted, but there’s no
head phone socket. The loading
drawer is rather slow and
sounds a little rough. Although
the mechanism is quick, it
suffered indigestion with some
damaged CDs.

The Yamaha YDC-103 ‘CD-
on-a-chip” handles most of the
digital functions, fed by a Sanyo
mechanism. Some component
selection is involved, along with
greater jitter reduction and a dif-
ferent Class A output stage.

Our first test sample failed
mid-test and was replaced, but

this was the only

significant blot on a player that
achieved a uniformly solid score
from the panel. “Best balance
yet,” wrote one. “[Good] image
depth, dynamic without sound-
ing harsh; there appear to be
more instruments. The effect is
more musical and foot-tapping.”

This CD player has an infect-
jous and euphonic charm with
plenty of detail. About the worst
criticism was of slightly soft and
woolly bass, but the music was
always enjoyable — especially
when playing natural, acoustic
recordings.

The first sample failure was
probably an isolated event, and
there are no complaints about
build quality, fit or finish, though
its sensitivity to the physical con-
dition of the disc could concern
those who are less than fastidi-
ous about CD care. Musically,
the player achieves an all-but-
clean bill of health, erring just
slightly on the side of easy
listening. ¢
Musical Fidelity = (0181) 900 2866
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 169

Pioneer’s Precision series is

designed by a UK-based team

i ona sound-priority ticket. All

i products are modified and test-

i ed at Pioneer’s Yorkshire facility,
i naturally benefiting from the

i company’s prodigious buying

¢ and manufacturing power.

The £450 PD-S505 ‘P’ uses

the transport mechanism from
i the PD-S705/904, and the

i house Legato Link digital filter-
i ing. However there are changes
i inthe proprietary IC output

i stage, a master reference clock
i with its own dedicated supply,

i and a display driven from the

i main master clock. The circuit

i boards have been upgraded.

The player remains fully (if

untidily) equipped, with a com-
i pleterange of track access and
i trick-play modes, a ‘display-off’

e

£499.99

Trust Sony to keep re-inventing
the wheel. The novelty here is
not the champagne gold finish,
the 280mm-wide shoebox pre-
sentation, or even the top-load-
ing mechanism. Rather, it's the
four setting variable coefficient
digital filter.

The standard settingis a
conventional arrange-
ment, flat-in-band with
brick wall filtering. Next
there’sasplinefilterthat 5
reduces ringing on tran- s
sients at the expense of high
frequency output. The third set-
ting combines elements of the

[y

two before it, while the last one
aims for an ‘analogue’ sound by
combining the second mode
with eight times oversampling,
giving an impulse response with
low pre-ringing, and characteris-
tically mellow tonality. The

CDP-X3000ES offers every con-
ventional feature and one of the
best stick-type handsets ever.
The filters alter the propor-
tions of the soundstage, the
dynamic relationship between
instruments, the mix between
direct and reverberant energy
and the overall sense of focus,
often quite subtly.
Preferences
/| between second,
) third and fourth
often seemed arbi-
trary at first, but clarify
over time. This writer
gravitated towards the
second filter setting,
which seemed to offer a
more expressive quality

switch, variable-level head-
phone monitoring and full CD-
to-tape editing. The disc itself is
supported by Pioneer’s propri-
etary Stable Platter ‘turntable’.
It evoked a variety of
responses from the panel. But
all agreed it had a big, open
voice and a fluid, highly articu-
late delivery miles beyond the
etched sharpness and sterility of
some. It's up there with the bet-
tertop-price players in the test
group, and is superior even to
the strongest low-price models.
The panel’s lack of agree-
ment shows this is a player you
must try in your system before
buying. There was a hint of
amplifier dependency in the
hands-on testing, with some
amps failing to realise the play-
er's potential. Atits best, howev-
er, the PD-S505 offers unique
Best-Buy-worthy strengths. ¢
Pioneer UK @ (01753) 789 500
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 166

and better focus, especially
compared to the first mode.

© Also, this setting seemed to give

more consistent results than
modes three and four —
especially three.

Choosing filters may be intel-
lectually unsatisfying, but itis
pragmatically attractive.
However, even though mode
two gave the most consistent
and often the most natural
results, it was not obvious
whether the filter itself repre-
sented the dominant factor.

Overall, a well-liked player
with strong dynamics, solid bass
and credible imagery. 4¢
Sony UK = (0990) 111 999

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 169
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Best known in Britain for high-
end CD players and VRDS player
mechanisms, Teac also pro-
duces budget machinery, of
which the CD-P3450SE (a
‘tweaked’ version of the discon-
tinued CD-P3450) is a good
example. Foronce, here's a bud-
get player free of gimmickry, and
the resultis a control layout that
could hardly be bettered. It has a
cheap plastic facia moulding
and a messy track calendar on
an otherwise excellent display
—butat £200, who cares?

The remote handset is simple
but well-designed, and the con-
trol logic is intelligent. Track
access is slow, but the tray
action is neither as tardy nor as
asthmaticas some. Ithasa
headphone socket (but no vol-
ume control), basic tape support
and an optical digital input. The
UK design inputis manifested in

£1,399.90/£899.90

Audiolab’s matching transport
and DAC, slim, understated and
immaculately finished, make a
smart but pricey combo.

Design and workmanshipare
first-class, and the metal chassis
contains one large PCB, gener-
ous toroidal transformer and
screened critical circuits. Trans-
port and DAC have inputs and

HI-FI CHOICE

the Burr-Brown op-amps of the
output buffer, a DC-coupled,
servo-controlled output and a
new analogue filter to reduce
ultrasonic and RF noise.

The panel voiced various
mild, random gripes, but on the
whole they approved of this
player. The only consensual
objection was to some lack of
bass weight and presence.

This is an inexpensive unit,
and its faults (typical of cheaper
players) include a thin but still
tuneful and articulate bass,
some hardness and an erratic
sense of image depth. But it
turned in aconsistent, amp-
friendly performance in different
systems with a clarity and
refinement unusual at the price.

The best and worst thing
about this player is its inability to
surprise. Bearing in mind the
giveaway price, a Best Buy
seems the only fair verdict. 4
Teac = (01923) 819 630
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 166

outputs galore. The only surprise
was to find NE5534 op-amps,
which are out of favour with
many audiophiles.

The panel drew divided con-
clusions on the blind listening
sessions. So reactions to this
player will depend probably on
the kind of sound cues that mat-
ter to the listener. The Audio-
lab’s main characteristics are
tonal honesty, slightly compro-
mised by a mild veiling of fine

£719/£1,395

Trichord’'s £719 Digital
Turntable transport is actually a
budget Pioneer CD player
equipped with the ‘Stable
Platter’ mechanism. This has
been modified by Trichord, with
two extra boards contributing to
claimed low jitter performance.
The £1,395 Pulsar Series
One DACis all Trichord's own
work. It's housed in a smart
Medite sleeve, and is made with
high-quality components and
tweaks such as heatsinks on
several ICs. It bears no visual
resemblance to the transport.
This is a feature-rich combi-
nation, with Pioneer’s program-
ming and track-access features
and Trichord's options of 18-bit
or 20-bit filter mode, dither on or
off, ‘jitter-free’ or ‘synchronous’

detail, but its politeness and
unflappability are strengths. If
you like Audiolab amps, you'll

operation, and phase inversion.
It arrived set to 20-bit, dither off,
jitter-free, phase normal, which
seemed ideal for the most part.

The panel gradually warmed
to this combo. One shifted from
“competent yet uninspiring” on
the first track to “open and clear”
and “plenty of weight” by the
fourth. Another said it was “very
sweet-toned” and “quite drama-
tic”. There was the odd voice of
complaint. One listener felt the
piano was “plodding along”;
another that it was “a little flat
and uninvolving”.

Extended hands-on listening
continued to increase the
panel’s respect. The most
obvious feature of the sound is
its solidity, which puts the
performers squarely in front of
the listener (or to the side as
imaging demands).

More importantin the long
term is the player’s lack of
‘fatigue-factor’. Where others
seemed, after a few minutes, to
suffer from mild distortion on
solo piano, this one remained
perfectly clean.

It's no surprise, then, to find
this review concluding with a
Best Buy swing-tag. s
Trichord Research @ (01684) 573 524
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 162

probably love the CD combo. 8
Audiolab = (01480) 415 600
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 162
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Mordaunt-Short

“The M Pearls are outstanding speakers.
The low-end is tigbt yet well extended, treble is
crisp, and the mid-range sounds as open and
natural as you could wish. Fast, revealing and
smmlt’ssly z'ntegmted from top to bottom, ..
Get it right, and these are the best speake

£200 can buy."

WHAT HI-FI2 October 1997

Little

“Standmounters that sound simply buge - the most
complete speakers you can get at the price.”
WHAT HI-FI? Awards 1997

The MS20i Pearl is a further celebration of
Mordaunt-Short's 30th Birthday and, like the
MS10i Pearl and the MS25i Pearl, has been born
from a lasting dedication towards new technol-
ogy and a fearless, open minded approach
towards original thinking and innovation. In
short, the Pearl Series encapsulates all the ideals
that have ensured Mordaunt-Short's success over
the last 30 years.

Worthy of the 'Highly Recommended’ accolade
at the 1997 What Hi-Fi> Awards, the MS20i
Pearl features a painstakingly developed moulded

cone and surround using patented MCS,

tech gy to ensure a clean, seamless transition
to our acclaimed gold anodised aluminium
tweeter. This provides the listener with stunning
clarity and detail in both the mid-band and
treble. The inclusion of a new, bi-wireable cross-
over with distributed component resonances
reduces signal cross-talk and colouration at the
normally troublesome cross-over frequencies,
resulting in an impeccably realistic sound-stage
image. In addition, the cabinet has been retuned
to provide a deeper, cleaner, more forceful bass.

All this translates into a speaker that What Hi-Fi>
describes as being “Taut, clean, weighty and
above all highly musical”, we like to describe it as

“A Little Gem".

For your FREE copy of this review and a FREE
Mordaunt-Short literature pack, including details
on the Music Series i loudspeakers, Home
Entertainment loudspeakers, Performance
loudspeakers and the V Series loudspeakers,
CALL FREE NOW on 0321 506550 (24 hours)

http://www.mordaunt-short.com
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ALCHEMIST NEXUS
ADP32A
£579

The Nexus, a chip off the old
Nemesis amplifier, is the first
digital product from Alchemist.

Its highly individual styling
may not be in perfect taste, but
it's a natural choice for existing
Alchemistamp owners.

You'll find it a fairly heavy
player, a consequence of its sub-
stantially-built innards. But
some of the cosmetic detailing is
open to criticism.

The player uses a Philips
CDM12 mechanism and twin
DACs with 92

ARCAM ALPHA 8
£519.90

If the Alpha 8 bears an uncanny
resemblance to the cheaper
Alpha 7 (above), it's because
both share the same Philips
CDM14 transport mechanism,
chassis, contoured plastic facia,
yellow/green display and com-

plement of function buttons. might have
An interchangeable mother- been lostina
board allows the Alpha 7 to more exub-

upgrade to an 8 or further, as

and when Arcam releases a new mance. And
product. Technically, the 8 is . it's more

substantially removed from the amp-friendly
7,and is based only loosely on than the 7. pmi

its Alpha 6 predecessor.
Despite appearances, the

: sweetie, and well deserves a

© erant perfor-

. Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

times oversampling. Rather mis-
leadingly, Alchemist describes

. thisasa‘19-bit’ configuration.

The Nexus earned a solid
score in the panel tests, with a
powerful consistency between
listeners. It's easy on the ears
but no ace dynamically, and can
sound too smooth. Even ifitisn't

. the most sparkling player

around, there's no trace of the
rather screechy quality found
elsewhere. The Nexus is a real

Recommended flag. 4
Alchemist & (01707) 664 607
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 169

: Alpha 7 and 8 sound very differ-
. ent, though happily, the 8 is not

merely a 7 drained of life.

The 8 sounds perfectly civil
on occasions when the 7 might
have let slip the odd, if realistic,
brassy rasp. The 8's rendition is
deeper, darker and more intrig-
uing, peeling away layers
of detail that

Arcam = (01223) 203200

 ARCAM ALPHA 7 :
g £329.90

¢ Forits latest Alpha CD players,
Arcam has taken the added-

i value route. Upgradability is at

i issue: the Alphas 7 and 8 all fea-
ture interchangeable mother-

i boards to prevent obsolescence.
i Ifyou can only afford a Alpha 7

i now, you can still upgrade to the
i 8infuture.

The 7 sports curvy, dark grey

livery and a good range of feat-
ures, though not remote volume
i ormute.

Described as a “dynamic and
confident performer”, the Alpha 7
is also significantly more refined
than earlier Alpha CDPs.

It fared astonishingly well in
our test system, with considerably
more detail than the budget norm,
aided by slick dynamics.

But lab tests indicate potential
unpredictability with different
amplifiers, so Arcam will have to
settle for a Recommendation,
rather than the Best Buy it might
have won otherwise. pmi
Arcam = (01223) 203 200

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

AVI S2000 MC REF _
£1,399
AVI's S2000MC may look aus-
tere, butit’s built like the prover-

bial brick privy.
Inside is adouble-sided, plat-

i ed-through fibreglass PCB, with

¢ multiple ground planes and star
earthing, acomplex power sup-

¢ plysystemand atwin Burr-

¢ Brown 20-bit DAC with an eight
times oversampling filter. A well-
i designed handset accesses most
¢ normal features.

g

The listening tests produced
asolid score, but engendered a
spread of opinions among the
listeners. It lacks the sweetness
or stereo depth of some players,
but its vitality, resolving power
and control stand it in good
stead. The bassisdry, but
there’s no lack of bass extension,
given a suitable system.

Alifelike, capable player,
with a lean balance that must be
factored in for effective system
matching. Too good to escape
Recommendation! ac

AV International = (01453) 752
656
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice
issue 169

>
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shaking bass

drive and a

breathtaking

presence in
the treble

and

midband”

“...nothing much can touch the ES30s. Like all Epos speakers they
have stunning drive and rhythmic ability, here allied to floor shaking
bass drive and a breathtaking presence in the treble and midband. Even
really complex mixes are handled with case and their ability with the
scale and power of a full orchestra is never in question, ...the ES30s are
just awesome. Start saving now...”

Wiiar H-Fi? Awarps 1997

THE Epos ES30s WERE THE ONLY HIGH-END LOUDSPEAKERS TO RECEIVE A “HIGHLY RECOMMENDED” AT THE
WHaAT H-Fi? Awarps 1997

“The ES30 reproduces some gorgeous liquid treble... where the clarity
is awesomecly realistic, ...it wouldn’t hang together without a great
midrange, and it’s beautifully coherent, presenting vocals very
naturally."

Wiriar Hi-Fi2, OctoBer 1997 * & A & &

epos

If you'd like details of the ES30
and our full product range...

CALL FREE NOW on 0321 506550
(24 hours)

Epos Acoustics

3 Ridgway, Havant, Hampshire,
PO9 1JS Great Britain

Tel: +44 (0) 1705 407722

Fax: +44 (0) 1705 400099
http://www.epos-acoustics.com



£999.99

A battleship among CD players.
The DCD-3000 is stuffed with
all the features you can think of
—you can use it even as an out-
board DAC!

Proprietary Alpha processing
is the key techno-feature. Denon
claims it reconstructs a 20-bit
signal from the original 16-bit
data, according to the direction
and rate of change of successive
bits, but in operation this proved
a little erratic.

That said, our listening panel
heard a graceful and consistent

£119.99

JVC's entry-level XL-V184BK
looks like good value at its
remarkably low selling price
of £120.

It has a very well-stocked
front panel, plenty of facilities
and an excellent display, which
is rather bright but can be turned
off. It may be linked with other
JVC components and operated
by a single remote control.

The loading drawer is slow
and asthmatic, but the JVC
tracked securely, even when
presented with less-than-
pristine ‘problem’ CDs.

There’s awarmth and grace

HI-FI CHOICE

RECOMMENDED

Plavyers

performance. The balance is
neutral and refined, and the
DCD-3000 seems unflappable
with the most arduous material,
sounding smooth and subtly-
detailed when required, but also
massively powerful. Shame
about the fire and passion.

A tour de force of engineering
with an unusual quota of facili-
ties and exceptionally agreeable
sound, the DCD-3000 is
Recommended. At press time
this unit had just been discontin-
ued, but you may find a few still
in the shops. pm
Hayden Labs @ (01753) 888 447
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

to the sound

which is often lacking in more
costly machinery, thoughitis
not totally transparent.

Spatial cues tend to be mud-
dled, and there are latent steely
and hard tenden-
cies. Okay, soiit’s
not the most
exciting or
analytical CD
reproducer to
have emerged from
the Victor Corporation of
Japan, but it represents excep-
tional value for money at the
price. 46
JVC UK = (0181) 450 3282
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 172

£299.99

i The HD730 is a PDM Bitstream
{ playerwith all mod cons: a

i sharp dresser with a contempo-
i raryfeel.

Features include 30-track

i programming, multi-mode tape
i editingand a hard-wired CD-

i copy facility. It has an electrical
i digital output socket and a vol-
i ume-controlled headphone

i socket. The player looks and

i feels good, the handset is well
i thought-out and the display

is outstanding.

This player emerged fairly

harman/kardon 110

£399.90

i Voted European CD Player of
i theYear'96-'97, Marantz's
CD-63mkll KI Signature is

i physically almost identical to
i the CD-67SE.

The mechanism is the Philips

CDM12.3 and the player uses

i animproved HDAM (Hyper

i Dynamic Amplifier Module),

¢ which claims a low output
impedance, fast rise time and an
i enhanced power supply. KIS

i mods include extensive copper

i plating, im-

i proved custom-
designed toroidal trans-

i formerand a transplant of

well, if not totally unscathed,
from the listening tests. It's a
less-than-exciting model, with
some loss of detail and a percep-
tibly ‘dark’ sense of tonal colour,
but solidity distinguishes it from
the lightweight-sounding com-
petition in this price range.
Well-organised and power-
fully equipped, the HD730’s
musical strengths outweigh its
weaknesses. The bold dynamics
and inherent spaciousness are
very attractive, even though the
player is not as neutral or explic-
itly detailed as some. 46
Gamepath = (01908) 317 707
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 166

better-quality components.

This player is imbued with the
sound of Marantz, which means
it's smooth and elegant, with a
contained, even homogenised tre-
ble; warm, lucid bass; and lively,
explicit midband. However,
dynamics and authority are
sacrificed on the altar of transpar-
ency and euphony.

Musically, it may be a bitof a
lush, and some low-level detail
doesn’t get through, but its listen-
ability quotient is high and it sings
directly from the heart. 4
Marantz UK @ (01753) 680 868
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 169
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£299.90

The CD-67SE replaces the CD-
63SE, the SE suffix indicating
that the player is aurally tailored
for the UK and has audiophile
pretensions.

Based onthe CD-67 (HFC
159), the SE sports a later-spec
CD7 decoder IC, plus new servo
and drive circuits. The trans-
former windings are now
oxygen-free, plus there are new,
discrete output modules, a more
substantial base and extra
internal bracing.

This player is low in col-

It's neither beautiful nor cheap,
but this strictly functional
German player has acquired a
strong following on its home turf
and enjoyed some success here.

Close attention to detail
shows in the properly buffered
digital electrical output, the use
of a small heater to keep the
master clock oscillator ata
steady temperature, and the
way the critical circuits are kept
powered up in standby.

The Tanto sounded sweeter,
more organic and less synthetic
than most, coming alive with the
best available partners and
showing fine timing and drive.
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oration and generally easy on
the ears, but uneven in its
behaviour, with a noticeable
‘loudness’ contour. This results
in a slightly over-cooked bass
that leaves music sounding
distant and vague at times.
Despite the warmth, the
sound lacks authority, grip and
some sparkle. Still, though it
failed to excite on every disc, and
sometimes sounded a little flat
in top-class systems, it works
well enough with moderately-
priced equipmenttoearna
Recommended flag. 4
Marantz UK @ (01753) 680 868
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 166

Stereo imagery was
well developed in all planes, but
tonal colours could have been
more distinctive.
It's aclass act by
any standards,
and at this
price there's
plenty of solid
competition,
but this well-
designed player
is an excellent
antidote to those
who suffer a phobia about the
sound of all things digital. 4
Aanvil Audio @ (01359) 240687
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice
issue 169

This small but perfectly formed
i CD player uses the distinctive

The MC-100is a logical partner
i forMyryad’'s MI-120 integrated
i amp (issue 154), featuring the

Plavyers

mini-sized alloy cases unigue to

the Cyrus range. A modular
design approach makes it possi-

ble to upgrade the JAD3 with

an outboard PSX-R power sup-

ply and/or retro-fittable ‘Q-

module’ digital converter.

(See p49 for the latter.)
The dAD3 has a slightly

softer and less pointed style of
i delivery than some rivals, con-

vincing our listeners with guile

and subtlety rather than pure
orchestral ordnance. But it
i certainly relishes a strong bass

line, as we heard from a confi-

dent roll of timpani.

Bearing in mind the ‘open-

ended’ nature of the product,
i withits PSX-R power supply and

‘house style’ solid, brushed-alloy

 facia with blue-filtered display.

Behind the facade is a very

i individual selection of digital

i electronics, based ona CDM14
i CDtransport, with extra atten-
tion paid to control circuitry and

power supply regulation.
Not a player to blow your
socks off, the MC-100 is

Q-module upgrade options, the
0AD3 appears a most effective
successor to the earlier JAD7.
Though clearly orientated
towards complete Cyrus sys-
tems, it comes Recommended
for general use. mi

Mission = (01480) 451777

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

about refinement and gentle ele-
gance. It doesn’t labour over the
‘electricity’ of the music, but
won over our panel with grace
and subtlety lacking elsewhere.
A bit more get-up-and-go

would not go amiss, but the
sheer maturity, composure
and all-round compatibility of
the MC-100 still ensure a
Recommendation. pmi
Myryad = (01705) 265 508

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163
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WHAT HI-FI MAGAZINE
HAS GIVEN ITS TOP
AWARDS TO SONY FOR THREE
YEARS IN A ROW.

(THIS IS NOT A QUESTION.)

?
Y
=

In fact, it's an answer. An answer to the ‘What make of
separates do | buy?’ question. Sony have been given
five stars for their sets of separates by WHAT HI-Fi?
year in, year out and year in again. That includes the
1997 ‘Best Buy’ for their MDS-JE510 Mini-Disc and ‘Best
Buy’ for their ST-SE500 tuner. So, which one do you buy
first? (This is a question.)

ve stars given; MDS-JE510, Oct'97; TA-F248E, Sept'37; TCKE-400S, Dec’96;
B, Sept'96; ST-SE700, Mar'97, CDP-XE510, Sept'97
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CD Plavers

In many respects, Naim’'s CD2 is
a fully-integrated version of the
original two-box CDS, with
trimmed-down on-board power
supplies and the same four-
times oversampling filter and
16-bit DAC. Spring suspensions
isolate both drive and mother-
board from external vibration.
“This player has a lot going
forit,” was one listener’s com-

Solid casework and substantial
toroid-fed analogue and digital
power supplies make the
Caspian an unexpectedly hefty
CD player.

Itis distinctive alsoin its
looks and operational
ergonomics. Roksan’s
traditional penchant for
considerable mechanical decou-
pling is maintained, despite the
difficulties posed by the front-
loading, slimline configuration.
Great attention has been paid to
power supply integrity and
mains filtering.

An average listening test
score reflected a general feeling

58 BESTBUYS 1997

ment. The
CD2 produces a big but
very ‘natural and correct’
sound. One panellist
queried some emphasis
of leading-edge detail
but was bowled over by
the live feel. This player
provides bags of detail
and very solid focus, but
not all the romanticism
we know to be possible.

The ergonomics are a bit
tedious, features are minimal
and many will require a DIN-to-
phono adaptor, but these are
minor inconveniences. They're a
small sacrifice for a true refer-
ence point in detailing, sound-
staging and uncompromising
solidity — perhaps at the
expense of some passion. pPmi
Naim Audio & (01722) 332 266
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

\

that it sounded “big and bold”,
but sometimes failed to extract
some of the nuances that set the
best apart from the rest. But
there was general praise for its
dynamics and image scale.

It proved to be a very enjoy-
able playerin a wide range of
systems: by highlighting the
strengths of fine recordings and
not holding back into good
amplification and speakers. Its
accomplishment is not easily
bettered at the price. 4
Roksan &

(01480) 451777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice
issue 169

the sound is inits
i transparent

The CD-100ea is a modular

player system. We tested it in
basic form, but there are numer-

ous upgrade options to follow.

There are a staggering 11

variations on the CD-100ea
i theme. Output impedance (65
i Ohms)is low enough to drive

most amplifier inputs properly,

and you'll find all the features
i you'd expect, apart from a head-

phone socket and digital output.
This player scarcely put a

.

CD-100e
<0 Enga

 £899.95

Quad’s 77 is a highly special-

ised, system-orientated CD play-

er, now available in two distinct
i flavours. For£700 it comes with
¢ asmall remote control, but for
the price quoted here you get the
i talk-back System Console

remote commander, which has

i two-way comms.

According to one panellist,

the 77 “is one classy-sounding

player”, combining impressive

even-handedness with a fresh,
i clean and sprightly sense of

occasion. The beauty of

foot wrong. Only one listener felt
it went over the top with its light
and bright sound. Maybe the
Orelle is not quite as fluid or
tonally colourful as some play-
ers, butit has a bold, dynamic
sound with superb stereo focus
and well-articulated ambience.
Its almost Lego-like versatil-
ity is a major bonus for a player
which exudes class, evenin
basic form, and it worked
consistently well in a wide
range of systems. 4¢
Orelle Hi-fi & (0181) 810 9388
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 166

honesty, with no sense of
coercion, obvious coloration or
straining for effect. Thereis

: some shortfall in the deepest

bass, but the properly
extended treble with sparkle,
freshness and ‘air’ is arguably
more important.

The 77 is a true thorough-
bred, combining a penetrating
insight into the minutiae of the
music with a poise rarely enter-
tained by its rivals.

Recommended — in or out of
Quad’s family home! pm
Quad Electroacoustics ‘= (01480) 433777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163
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listen to 50 years

of sound experience

Avon

Paul Roberts Hi-Fi, Bristol 01179 429370
Bedfordshire

Sevenoaks, Bedford 01234 272779
Buckinghamshire

The Sound Gallery

High Wycombe 01494 535310
Cheshire

Chester AV Centre

Chester 01244 320414

Sound of Music, Crewe 01270 214143
Warrington AV Centre

Warrington 01925 636215

Cornwall

Quarterdeck Music

Newquay 01637 851441

Cumbria :

Sydney Bakewell

Penrith 01768 862319

Sevenoaks, Carlisle 01288 590 775
Devon

Hi-Fi Attic, Plymouth 01752 669511
Dorset

Salisbury Hi-Fi, Salisbury 01722 322119
Gloucestershire

TV and Hi-Fi Centre

Cirencester 01285 654756

Hampshire

Now That's Hi-Fi

Portsmouth 01705811618
Lancashire

Cleartone Hi-Fi, Bolton 01204 531 423
Leicestershire

The Leicester Hi-Fi Co

Leicester 0116 2539753

Cowlings, Leicester 0116 255 3232
Lincolnshire

Oldrids Downtown

Boston 01205 350 505

London

Hi-Fi Care, W1 0171 637 8311

Hi-Way Hi-Fi, W1 0171 636 1752
Nicholls Hi-Fi, SE12 0181 852 5780
Garland Electronics

Hendon NW$ 0181 200 7676
Middlesex

Dades, West Drayton 01895 420898
Norfolk

Bennetts Retail, Norwich 01603 625955
North Wales

Acton Gate, Wrexham 01978 364500
Oxfordshire

Witney Audio, Witney 01993 702414
Scotland

Music Station, Inverness 01463 225523
R&B Music, Aberdeen 01224 210121
Somerset

Mike Manning, Taunton 01935 479 361
Mike Manning, Yeovil 01935 479 361
Suffolk

Bennetts Retail, Ipswich 01473 610801
Warwickshire

Leamington Hi-Fi Company
Leamington Spa 01926 888644
Stratford Hi-Fi

Stratford upon Avon 01789 414533
West Midlands

Music Matters, Solihull 0121 742 0254
Music Matters

Edgbaston 0121 429 2811

Empire Superstore

Birmingham 0121 643 0972
Worcestershire

Colorama Hi-Fi, Redditch 01527 597260
Downing & Downing

Stourbridge 01384 371747

Yorkshire

Cleartone Hi-Fi, Bradford 01274 309266

OT Northern Ireland
[ Zebra Distribution
S | Co Down 01247 822174
q‘) | For further information and a 1997
+ AKG Catalogue please return the slip to
(_,_) Path Group Plc, Unit 2 Desborough
= i Industrial Park, Desborough Park Road,
High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3BG
J Name
4 Address

e Free floating binaural listening design
e Reference quality sound reproduction §
* Spacious detailed imaging

e | eather headband & temple
cushions for maximum comfort

e Comfort light weight headband
 Unique hand painted design

e Ultra light weight 4.20z

e Excellent musical reproduction

e 10m (33ft) listening range

e Automatic battery charging system

* Rich detailed sound with powerful bass
e |n headphone volume & balance controls

frared

reference |

in

Postcode
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CD Plavers

The DP3P is a top-loader whose
lid is only accessible once the
player is powered up. Disc load-
ing is further complicated by a
very springy suspension, as well
as a manual magnetic puck —
all a bit of a fiddle.

Under the bonnet, the
analogue section is like a
stripped-down version of
Roksan’s ATT-DA2
DAC (below right),
with modified out-
put stage and simpli-
fied power supplies.

Sonically, thisis a
very open and

| YAMAHA CDX-890
£349.95

Thanks to its compact and solid
build, the Yamaha CDX-890
feels physically taut. Apart from
a rather rattly top, this unit
appears unusually well-
engineered and finished.

Good ergonomics combine
with maximum features, thanks
to a fold-down panel which
hides minor functions. The
ergonomically-shaped remote
handset adds a display-off/
dimmer switch and output level
control, while the back has
plenty of socketry.

All but one member of the
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slightly ‘loud’-sounding player
that pushed its detail forward
ever-so-slightly, but without
ever incurring the wrath of our
assembled listening panel.
Voices kept an exceptional solid-
ity and intensity of emotion with-
out becoming aggressive.

The sound could be a little
sharp at times, but the sheer
animation of its performance
clearly enthralled our panel. The
DP3P is so full of musical beans

that Recommend-
ation is inevitable.
PMi
Roksan =
(01480) 451777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice
issue 163

panel reacted favourably to this
model. “Suddenly an extra layer
of detail becomes audible,” was
one comment. The Yamaha also
impressed with its precision and
fluidity, though it was slightly
more recessed and less three-
dimensional than somerrivals,
and could sound a little brash.
This is a consistently refined
and capable player, which gen-
erally serves the music well, is
probably the best around its
price point and deserves solid
Recommendation. 46
Yamaha @ (01923) 233 166
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 166

A

'£349.95

! Though Rotel's RCD-975 made

adisappointing showingin issue
155, its less expensive sibling,

{ the RCD-970BX, has done

rather well subsequently.
Though both look almost
identical and have a great deal in

: common, the RCD-970BX
¢ scores in the relative simplicity
i ofitsinternal circuitry, which

now uses a single

TDA1305 converterin a
i very thoughtful and
elegant configuration.

The deliberate and

structurally solid sound is a

real contrast to the colder,
harsher and coarser perfor-
mance of its bigger brother.

The young pretender strides

boldly through Rachmaninov’s

: Third Symphony, overlooking a

little of the texture and quiet

| ATT-DP3/-DA2/DS5
£1,295/£695/£695

i Astrikingly-styled three-box

i combo, Roksan’s complete
Attessa package totals £3,335

i and comprises a ‘full-width’ top-

loading transport (actually a

i complete player with extra digital
i output), matching ‘half-width’

i digital converter, and over-speci-
i fied outboard power supply unit.

The disc-drive is spring-

decoupled to avoid external

i vibration effects. Key electrical
i circuits also have some mech-
¢ anical isolation, and the disc

Attessa

subtlety of strings and wood-
wind, perhaps, but certainly
capturing the gusto and majesty
of the performance.

The RCD-970BX's flairis
occasionallystilted, butits com-
bination of solid build, useful
facilities and an attention-
grabbing sound make
Recommendation a must. pmi
Gamepath = (01908) 317 707
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 163

is located by a manually applied
magnetic puck.

Good detail and imaging were
the striking features of a sound
which was generally liked —
with some reservations. The vig-
orous, up-front presentation has
fine tonal accuracy, though a
trace of distortion showed up on
orchestral strings, and image
depth portrayal wasn't the best.

However, the Attessa combo
player looks likely to be a hit with
the ‘rhythm and timing’ brigade,
and for this reason it warrants
Recommendation. s
Roksan = (01480) 451777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 162

HI-FI CHOICE



connecting science to performance

GEOMETRY

102 Master COnnect

essoe eceee °

ZA beautzfully sweet sound is the reward
for hooking up this green wire...

Music flows smoothly and it has a big three
dimensional sound.” 01/97

;m éﬁ?v%

GEOMETRY

?6003 Gamma Sﬁgr&les

... boy does it work brmgmg
resolute dynamics and awesome
bandwidth within reach of virtually
anyone buying a separates system...
it does seriously well against cables
costing three and even four times
its price.” 10/97

1002 Gamma Serles

resvcessssssen0 e > ® sesenceoe

“This cable is a stunning performer.

It sounds amazingly clear and focused,
and boasts superb bandwidth...

This is a sound buy. ” 10197

607 Low Profile
‘_‘Self Adheswe

SeseesLeBsED RO BRY

“One of the cleuerest ideas in ages...
That it sounds clear, crisp and
energetic is almost a bonus.

A sticky bargain.” 01797

*
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A3i £199.95

The £200 A3i, from Audio
Partnership plc, looks like a
mildly modified version of its
recent predecessors. Itis slim,
but not particularly elegantin a
matt-black finish. Oval control
knobs (with blue position indica-
tors) are laid out symmetrically
either side of a large, central vol-
ume control. Weight really sets
this unitapart. It's heavy!
Controls are fitted for tone
and bypass, balance, tape/
source monitoringand input
selection. The volume control is
supplemented by full and partial
mute facilities. There are three
line inputs, a single tape circuit
(with monitoring) and a rather
good moving-magnet (MM)
phono input. High-quality inter-
nal components include glass-
fibre circuit boards and an ‘R-
core’ power transformer.
Equipment levels, however, are

P46

| KI SIGNA

£399.90
Having achieved success with
‘Special Edition’ (SE) versions of
its amps, Marantz has gone one
stage further by adding further
enhancements under the
guidance and imprimatur of its
European-based hi-fi guru, Ken
Ishiwata.

The £400 PM-66 Kl Sigis a
‘stripped-down’ integrated
amp, devoid of tone con-
trols, but it does include
headphone drive, an MM
vinylinput, threeline
inputs and two tape loops.
Hands-offoperationis
availablethrough a sup-
plied system remote handset,
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marany

nothing special, and there’s no
headphone socket.

Sound quality ranked a
straight excellent—in a budget
amp context, thatis. “A brassy
sound — plenty of punch if
slightly unrefined,” and a “rich
variety of tonal colours and
dynamic contrasts” were among
listeners’ comments. However,
it could become fatiguingin the'
wrong surroundings, and part-
nering equipment should be
chosen with care. Thisis a

- dynamic amplifier which goes

quite loud, with no change of
timbre as it reaches the limit. It
offers good grip and definition,
and notably confident timing.
The Cambridge Audio A3i
stands tall. It could offend in the
wrong system, but sings songs
with a good outfit, and can be
described as a ‘maximum infor-
mation’ design. Cliché or not, it
brought the music to life. 4
Audio Partnership @ (0171) 9402240
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 167

while a ‘source direct’ feature
removes the balance control,
tape switching and remote mute
from the signal path.

Changes over the ‘standard’
SE spec include considerable
power supply uprating, exten-
sive copper plating, and
improved component quality in
key areas. Claimed power rat-

i The £250 HK620 hardly repre-
i sents abreak with tradition, but
i successive generations of

i Harman/Kardon amplifiers have
i become simplerand more
refined than their predecessors,
i and this is no exception. Bass,

i treble and balance controls have
i been retained, and two pairs of
speakers can be connected and
i switched independently.

There are four line inputs and

i two tape circuits, with a tape
copy mode. One of the tape cir-
i cuits supports off-tape monitor-
i ing, useful for three-head tape-
i deck users and invaluable for

i those with Dolby Pro-Logic. A
rather crowded system remote-
i control handset s included,

i while after-market options

i include a discrete MM/MC board
i (model PH601, cost £40).

It would be tedious to plough

through panel comments which
i contain far too many
phrases using the word

ings remain the same at 50/70
Watts into eight/four Ohms,
though measurement actually
shows a worthwhile increase, as
well as significant improve-
ments in linearity.

Though sonically precise and
articulate, the '66 knows how to
rock and roll, sounding quick
and rhythmic on difficult materi-

al, while at the same
time generating close-
to-holographic

‘good’ to make good reading.
Only one listener had any sub-
stantial criticism.

Just about every perfor-
mance area was singled out for
praise. The frequency extremes
were thought tidy and in control;
its bass was liked better than
that of any other budget amp
here; and there was also praise
for its focus and coherence.
Good timing was specifically
mentioned several times by
three of the listening panel.

The HK620 is presentable,
does everything reasonably well
(usually better), and is cheap,
which makes it an obvious can-
didate for a Best Buy flag. We
were particularly impressed by
its ability to ride roughshod over
taxing musical passages, and its
apparent disdain for difficult
speakers. All that's lacking is the
power to drive low-sensitivity
speakers in big rooms. 46
Gamepath & (01908) 317707

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice
) issue 162

stereo soundstaging. The
down-side is that it doesn’t have
the weight or solidity of some
competitors, which tends to
undermineits gravitas on major
orchestralworks. There were a
couple of complaints of ‘spitti-
ness’, though these are believed
to have been more the fault of
the system than the amp.
Asyou'll read elsewhere, the
PM-66 Kl Sig has been hon-
oured as this year's European
Amp of the Year (see p96). In
the test group it was certainly
the most precise and articulate.
Its excellence in both timing and
stereo soundstaging far out-
weighed aslight lack of ‘slam’. 46
Marantz @ (01753) 680 868
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 168
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312 £199.95

Latestin a line of successors to
NAD'’s 3020 and 302
(European Amplifier of the Year
'93-'94), the 312 appears to be
athoroughlysensible reworking
of the formula. Flexibility is a
hallmark, with four line-level
inputs, a moving-magnet phono
input and two tape circuits, tone
controls with bypass, and a ‘Soft
Clipping' feature.

There is a removable link
between pre and power-amp
sections to permit the preampli-
fier to be upgraded. At the same
time it allows the internal power
amp to be supplemented for bi-
amplified applications. A head-
phone socket is fitted, but there
is no remote control. Signal
switching is performed near the
inputs with long-rod-actuated
controls, and the output devices

are designed to drive most loads.

In sound quality the NAD

‘RO
CASPIAN £695

Roksan’s Caspian amplifier
epitomises the ethos of purist,
straight-line hi-fi design. Itis
built from top-quality materials
and comessupplied with an ele-
gantand practical remote-con-
trol that duplicates all hands-on
functions. The grippy rotary-
control surfaces and the careful-
ly-designed display are a joy.
The Caspian has a feeling of
quality thatis nor-

HI-FI CHOICE

312 putina

. stonking, panel-pleasing

performance. Our panel repaid
the favour with positive com-
ments. One member, praising
the NAD’s euphony over its
resolving ability, wrote that a
song was “engaging once one
adjusted to slight detail loss”.

It sounds powerful beyond its
rating, and worked consistently
and confidently with the entire

- range of partnering speakers at

ourdisposal. Just a hint of
warmth reminded us that this is,

after all, a budget design.

The NAD 312 is an object
lesson in combining Best Buy
elements. It will make music
with a wide range of ancillaries,
and approaches the task
with great consistency,
attractive audio manners,
and an almost tactile sense
of presence. Buy now! ¢
Audio Club & (01296) 82017
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 171

mally the province of more
extravagantly-priced amplifiers.
Theonly surprise, given
Roksan’s turntable heritage, is
that the Caspian is supplied with
line-level inputs only — the
Artaxerxes 10 step-up

. amp/equaliser costs £395 extra.

Only one panellist dissented

- from what were generally

impressive scores and com-
ments: “natural with good
plucked leading edges and nice_
vocal quality” (the Allison

PIONEER =
A-300R PRECISION £399.95

i The A-300R is the ‘new’ A-400.
Once again Pioneer has grafted

i UK-optimised sound onto con-

i sistent mass-manufacturing

i techniques. It's less a redesign

{ than a thorough reworking of the
i existing product, using exotic

i components where required. For
i once, the word ‘exotic’ is not
misplaced, as some of its com-

i ponents cost 100 times the

i norm, and take six months to

i order. Making the A-300R

i involves labour-intensive

i component matching.

Apart from its Precision

i badge, the A-300R looks like

i thestandard article, with an
input selector (MM phono, three
¢ lineand two tape circuits), a

i tape-monitor switch, a balance

i controland a headphone socket.
i Power output is quoted at 35

i Watts/eight Ohms
¢ perchannel.

Krauss track);
“very well-defined spatial-
ly —itdoes all the things it is
supposed to” (Walton); and “the
firstinstance of leading edges
today, and without a forward
balance to (falsely) enhance it”
(Ry Cooder).

The Caspian was tested
hands-on with a wide range of
partnering equipment, and per-

BEST BUYS

Generallyfavouredamong
the panellists, it was welcomed
for its strong percussion, good
timing, well-projected vocals,
realistic retrieval of ambience,
and vivid, well-varied tonal
colours with strong dynamics.

After extended listening we
deemed this an exceptional
amplifier, though not in immedi-
ately obvious ways. Use the
Pioneer with areally vital record-
ing, however, and the music
takes off. Norival could match
its fine discrimination, and none
could keep up with the impas-

- sioned and compelling quality it

brought to music.

The A-300R has ‘instant
classic’ written all over it, though
you'll need to use top-class
ancillaries to find out just how
good it is. Also, make sure it's up
to temperature before each lis-
tening session. 46

. Pioneer @ (01753) 789 500

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice
issue 162

formed well. It
offers the system-to-system
consistency of an Audiolab, but
with an audio signature that is
quite unique. This consists of a
slightly warm bass, a gentle,
refined mid/top plus very explicit
and natural stereo imagery. The
midrange has a special purity

- and invests complex recordings,

with a sense of separation and
space that few others achieve.
At its best with like-priced
ancillary components that are
strong on control and resolving
power, the Caspian amplifier
could set new standards below
£700, and ranks as Best Buy
material thanks to its combina-
tion of musical excellence and
fine build quality. a6
Roksan @ (07000) 765 726
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 168
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ARCAM
ALPHA 9/9P
£499.90/£399.90

Arcam’s Alpha 9/9P package
employs an integrated amp
where you might normally find a
pre-amp. Arcam doesn’t pro-
duce a pre-only version of the
Alpha 9, but says that an inte-
grated amp plus matching
power amp enables bi-amp
operation with significant perfor-
mance advantages.

The remote-control Alpha 9
offers tone controls with a
‘direct’ bypass, switching for two
pairs of speakers, a headphone
socket, separate listen-and-
record source selectors, a Tape
2 monitor/processor-loop facility
with fixed or ‘floating’ gain, and
an MM/MC phono input.

Both 9 and 9P are rated at
70 Watts per channel, but
in bi-amp mode are
claimed to
equal a 100-

Watter.

For prac-
tical reasons,
the bi-amp
facility was
notused in
the panel
tests. The
worst criticism of the

QUAD 77 PRE/POWER
£849.95/£599.95 AS TESTED

A cast-alloy chassis, high-quali-
ty packaging and excellent
instruction book delineate the
quality of Quad’s 77 Pre/Power.
The £1,450 cost includes a use-
ful System Console remote con-
troller. But the front panels will
not suit all tastes.

Integral to the System
Console concept is a proprietary
computer-style data bus, which
uses flat, ribbon cables fitted
with 15-pin D-type connectors
to carry audio signals, power for
source components, and con-
trol data that informs a two-way
infra-red link to the table-top
Console. Non-Quad compo-
nents can be connected to one
of four phono-socket line or vinyl

64 BESTBUYS 1997

Arcam concerned its slightly
inconsistent dynamics, which
lacked the solidity and discipline
of bigger amplifiers on test. No
such criticisms in bi-amp mode:
here the combo evinced
improved separation of instru-
mental and vocal strands, and a
relaxed consistency at higher
volumes. Other comments con-
cerned colourful, even vivid
tonality, transparency and a lack
of synthetic artefacts.

A clear Best Buy at £900, the
Alpha 9/9P is the most exciting
Arcam amp for some time. Bi-
amping helps firm up an other-
wise slightly wayward charac-
ter, and makes for a colourful,
dynamic and disciplined sound
that's at ease with the music. 4
A&R Cambridge & (01223) 203203
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 165

(MM/MC) inputs. The
preamp can drive up to three 77
power amps, which are rated at
85 Watts/eight Ohms.

The System Console relays
status information such as CD
track number and playing time.
The most impres-
sive feature is
the smooth
rotary
volume
con-

CA200/PA100
£749.95/£749.95 AS TESTED

i Amuch more sophisticated and
¢ mature product than its prede-
cessors, Aura’s CA200/PA100

i pre-/power combination totals
i £1,500. One key aim was to

i provide a high level of flexibility,
so the remote-control CA200

i haseight line inputs plus a small
i phono stage; two tape circuits,
i with independent monitoring

i and bi-directional dubbing; and
a ‘lock’ facility to prevent a

i recording source being deselect-
i ed. Acomprehensive function

display is included, with input
descriptions that are
retained in a non-volatile
EPROM chip.

The PA100 has a
heavily regulated power
supply, and is rated at 100
Watts per channel (or 250
Watts in bridged mono).
Power bandwidth is con-
strained, and output pro-

tection circuitry is designed

trol: being software driven it's
also totally upgradable.

In the listening tests this
Quad combo turned in a stonk-
ing musical performance,
recording some of the highest
scores. Smooth, dynamic and

enjoyable,
, Wwith astrong
‘boogie’ fac-
/ tor.“Youcan
/ forgetthisamp

not to limit short-term
power yield.

As one of the highest-ranking
amplifiers in this panel listening
test, the consensus view found
the Aura assured with fine
resolving ability, convincing per-
spectives and expressive,
dynamic musical landscapes.

It presents musicin an
expressive yet hard-hitting way,
with occasional signs of brash-
ness and momentary sibilance,
and with a light but well-extend-
ed, agile and highly-tuneful
bass. Only if your ideal of an
amplifier is lush or overtly valve-
like are you likely to find the Aura
less than musically edifying.

The new Aura range was a
long time coming, but the wait
has been worthwhile — with or
without the chrome trim. There
are no significant shortcomings,
and the amp has more inputs
than almost any other. No
doubts: a clear Best Buy. 46
B&W UK = (01903) 750 750
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 165

when listening” wrote one listen-
er, in evident relief. “It just com-
municates, adding nothing and
subtracting nothing”.

This combo was equally
sure-footed in the hands-on
sessions, with a knack for deliv-
ering vivid tonal colours without
sounding overtly bright, and free
of the subtle granularity that
afflicted many members of the
test group. Dynamics had some
slight loss of impact.

Now no longer the dinosaur
that it was once considered to
be, Quad has come back fighting
with high-tech amps, at surpris-
ingly reasonable prices, which
beat most of the purist competi-
tion to a pulp. This combo is duly
awarded a Best Buy! 4¢
Quad Electroacoustics & (01480) 433777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 165
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AMC
3050A £169.95

AMC might be made in the same
factory as many NAD products,
but many features distinguish
the two marques. The 3050a
has remote control, three line
inputs, a tape loop, and an
MM/MC phono input, plus
bypassable tone controls and a
mute button. The power specifi-
cation claims 45 Watts into
eight Ohms, or 80 Watts into
four Ohms.
Thisamplifierelicited an
almost unanimous positive
response from the panel, though
the author had reservations. We
foundcommongroundin a “big,

ARCAM
ALPHA 9 £499.90

As the top integrated amplifier in
Arcam’s current line-up, the
£500 Alpha 9 is one of the more
powerful integrated models,
claiming 70 Watts output per
channelinto eight Ohms. It'sa
full-feature design, with record
and listen source selectors, tone
controls (with ‘direct’ option), a
headphone socket, and connec-
tions for two pairs of speakers. A
system remote handset is sup-
plied, but vinyl disc input facili-
ties are

optional.

HI-FI CHOICE

easy and generous”

¢ sound, but perhaps the
 most telling remarks

¢ were: “Complex orches-
¢ tral sounds are even

: more complex with this

amp. Itis not particularly clean

¢ orlight, and it can get a little
. confused”.

The 3050ais a crisply-

. styled, svelte amplifier, but
© lacks true grit. However, it pro-

vides a remarkable amount of

engineering for the price.

- Recommended for systems that
i require asmooth, easy-listening
¢ kind of amplifier that is also

© inexpensive. 4

: Tangent Acoustics = (0500) 828 620

: Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 167

Listening test find-

. ings were positive: “Ry

: Cooder at his best; (this

- amplifier is) transparent to all

© the nuances of tempo and

. detail”. Piano sounded realisti-
cally percussive, though timing

. seemed slightly slack. Stereo

. depth sometimes seemed some-
© what curtailed too, but detail

. was always strong, and tonal

colours vivid. This fine mid-mar-

. ketamplifier is well-equipped,
: powerful and sounds colourful
¢ and detailed. Recommended. ¢

A&R Cambridge = (01223) 203 203
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice
issue 168

INTEGRATED AMPLIF)ER

spy
292 PHONES

O |

RECOMMENDED

Amplifiers

3 AMC -
: 3025A £129.95 :

i Asa lower-powered version of
i AMC's 3050a (HFC 167), the
i 3025ais rated at 30 Watts into
i eight and four Ohms. The ghost
i of NAD is almost palpable in the

presentation, but the provision

of a remote control, albeit a very
i simpleone, is very unusual at

i thisprice.Thereareinputsfor
i phono (MM/MC) and three line-
level components, plus a tape

i monitor circuit.

The 3025a has a rather

bland sonic character overall,
i with strictly limited midband

COPLAND y :
il CSA8 £899
i The £899 CSA8 s the entry-
i level amplifier from a manufac-
i turer with a carefully cultivated
i image as an entry-level high-end
i brand. Engineering standards
i arethe highest, and from the
¢ outside the CSA8 couldn’t be
simpler. There are now five line
i inputs, but off-tape monitoring is
i notavailable. Scandinavian

minimalism at its
finest!

There were
few major com-
plaints from the
panel, but at the
same time little

real enthusiasm

resolution, a

shallow yet rich bass, and a soft,
recessed treble. Marked down
for its lack of positive virtues, no-
one seemed to think it unpleas-

¢ antin any way. Although the

: sound never becomes cata-

. strophicallyaggressive, itdoes
. sagand become congested

: when the amplifier is stressed.

Whatever our sonic reserva-

. tions, the 3025a offers a lot of
i usable power and some useful

facilities, including a serviceable
phono input and remote control,

. foralow price. 4
© Tangent Acoustics = (0500) 828 620
© Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 171

from some panellists. My own

¢ sympathies are with those who
i took a more positive view: of a

neutral, transparent amplifier

. thatrarely imposes its own char-
. acter on the sound. Which is not
; tosayitisbland.

This design’s qualities only

become apparent after extended

use. Though one could argue itis

o a little too neutral and transpar-

enttoimpress listeners in the
short-term, its excellent musical

: manners and superb build

quality make Recommendation

: mandatory. 4
i Absolute Sounds = (0181) 947 5047

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 168
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will match any authorised
dealer price or deal, or any
free goods offer*
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BEST DEDICATED HOME THEATRE
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CYRUS
SL £398

The entry-level Cyrus amplifier
shares non-magnetic alloy body
castings with integral heatsink
fins like other Cyrus products,
but offers simplified features and
controls — a six-way input
selector, a tape-monitor switch
and a volume control. Forget
about headphone sockets,
phono inputs or remote controls.
Good for 50 Watts into eight
Ohms (70 Watts into four
Ohms), it runs cool, and both
build and finish rank as superb.

Although described as “for-
ward and gritty” and “close”,
this amplifier was

DENSEN

BEAT £650
Froma Danish company of five
years’ standing, the heavy, solid
and ultra-simple-looking Beat-
100 costs £650. It consists of a
passive preamplifier with the
shortest possible signal path
feeding a relatively massive
power amplifier. Its 360VA
transformer and massive reser-
voir supply a high-current ampli-
fier said to be capable of 60
Watts into eight Ohms, and
around 100 Watts into four
Ohms. A moving-magnet phono
stage costs £150.

The B-100 scored consis-

tently well in the

HI-FI CHOICE

- generally well-liked by the panel
. —there was a high level of con-
- sistency between different lis-

teners’ opinions.

The SL marks a welcome
return to affordability from the
increasingly costly Cyrus range,
but without any noticeable loss

: of musical performance. The

© sound can be a bit lean and

: sometimes forward, but within
. its power limits thisis an

extremely finely-controlled and

: highly-articulate design. Those

who thirst for audio nirvanaon a

. budget should ensure they do
: not miss out! 4

. Mission = (01480) 451777
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 168

I

. panel tests. It's forceful
: and dynamic, with
. strong musical architec-

ture. There’s a slight

- lack of subtlety and

finesse, but the temporal

. and spatial elements of the
- sound came in for great

praise. It's a bold, powerful

. and authoritative amplifier
- with strong pace and timing,

and when it comes to ‘boogie
factor’, the Beat is up with the
best. Recommended, especially
where pace and space take
precedence over grace! 4

- Densen = (01582) 561227

Reviewed Hi-FiChoiceissue 162

RECOMMENDED

Amplifiers

ENpgp'
 DENON ki
PMA-250SE £159.99

i The £160 PMA-250SE suc-

! ceeds the PMA-250Il, butis

i junior to the '350SE (see

¢ below). There are bypassable

i tone controls, but no remote

¢ control or tape-monitor facility.

¢ Onofferarefiveline inputs,

¢ including one tape circuit, but a
i moving-magnet phono input will
i costyou£15 extra.

The panel responded quite

{ favourably tothe PMA-250SE,

¢ and clearly enjoyed listening to

¢ it, but harboured certain reser-

i vations. It's lively and natural,

i well-integrated and open-

i sounding, but exhibits rather flat

' stereo

3 DENON ”
 PMA-350SE £199.99

i Amodest change from mkil to

¢ SE suffixconceals a root-and-
branch reworking of Denon’s

i middle-ranking amplifier.

i Features are limited to volume,

balance, source selec-
tion and a headphone
socket — there are no
tone controls or a tape
monitor switch.
However, the volume
control is motorised,
and can bedriven by a
remote control which,
like a phono cartridge

perspectives and some degree of
congestion.

The predominant sonic
impression is of a relaxed, easy-
going and enjoyable amplifier.
Fine detail is neither obscured

- noremphasised, and the whole

effect can be very easy and nat-

- ural, especially with small

instrumental forces, and at mod-
estvolume levels. This amplifier
is no powerhouse, but if the
tone controls are bypassed, it
easily meets the requirements

: forHi-Fi Choice

Recommendation at the price. 4

* Hayden Labs = (01753) 888 447

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 171

output, costsanextra£1b,

raising the potential price to
£230. Poweroutput is rated at
50 Watts into eight Ohms and
80 Watts into four Ohms.

In terms of its sound quality
thisis a very competent amp,
but it can seem insubstantial,

© with the impression of the

music being realised better
than its architecture.

Our panel had differences of
opinion, but Recommendation

. is appropriate when the amp is
: matched with sympathetic

: components. Blowsy or boomy
* sounding speakers may work

well, especially in small rooms.

: Avoid bright speakers and

SOurces. A6

. Hayden Labs = (01753) 888447

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 162
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AUDIO EXCELLENCE:

BRISTOL
65 Park Street
Tel: 0117 926 4975

Tues — Sat 9am — 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

CARDIFF
134/136 Crwys Road

Tel: 01222 228565
Tues — Sat 9am — 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

CHESTER
88/90 Boughton

Tel: 01244 345576
Tues — Sat 9am — 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

EXETER

156 Sidwell Street
Tel: 01392 491194
Tues — Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

GLOUCESTER

58 Bristol Road

Tel: 01452 300046
Tues — Sat 9am — 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

PRESTON

131 Friargate

Tel: 01772 253057
Tues — Sat 9am — 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

SWANSEA
9 High Street
Tel: 01792 474608

Tues — Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

Sound
S

WORCESTER
Independence House
The Trinity

Tel: 01905 619059
Tues — Sat3 9am - 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

All shops are closed on
Mondays.

Great Valye Soynd & Vision

AUDIOT:

BASINGSTOKE
4 Feathers Lane
Tel: 01256 324311

Tues — Sat 9am — 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

BRENTWOOD
30 Crown Street

Tel: 01277 264730
Tues — Sat 9.30am — 6pm
Thurs eve open late ‘til 8pm

CAMBERLEY

173-175 London Road
Tel: 01276 685597
Tues — Fri 10am - 6pm

Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm

Thurs eve open late ‘til 8pm

CHELTENHAM
40/42 Albion Street

Tel: 01242 583960
Tues — Fri 9.30am — 6pm
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

ENFIELD

159a Chase Side
Tel: 0181 367 3132
Tues — Fri 9.30am - 6pm
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

GANTS HILL

442-444 Cranbrook Rd
Tel: 0181 518 0915
Tues — Fri 10am —-6pm

Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm

Thurs eve open late ‘til 8pm

LONDON

WEST HAMPSTEAD
190 West End Lane
Tel: 0171 794 7848

Tues - Sat 10am - 6pm
Thurs eve open late ‘til 8pm

OXFORD

19 Old High Street,
Headington

Tel: 01865 765961
Tues — Fri 10am — 6pm

Sat 9.30am - 6pm

Thurs eve open late ‘til 8pm

READING

4 Queens Walk,
Broad Street Mall
Tel: 0118 958 5463

Tues — Sat 9am - 5.30pm
Evening dems arranged by
appointment

SWINDON
60 Fleet Street
Tel: 01793 538222

Tues — Sat 9.30am — 6pm
Thurs eve open late ‘til 8pm

For the very latest information please check our web sites at
www.audio-t.co.uk and www.audio-excellence.co.uk

PRICE PROMISE

You won'‘t find better service.
You won't find better sound.

But if you find a better deal,
let us know and as long as we
can verify it we’ll be happy

to match it.

MAIN BRANDS
STOCKED:

ACOUSTIC
ENERGY

ACOUSTIC
PRECISION

ALPHASON
APOLLO
ARCAM
ATACAMA
AUDIOLAB
AUDIOQUEST
B&W

CABLE TALK
CASTLE
CELESTION
CHORD
CYRUS
DENON
DENSEN
DYNAUDIO
DYNAVECTOR
EPOS
GRADO

KEF

LINN
LOEWE
MARANTZ
MAXELL
MERIDIAN
MICHELL
MISSION

MONITOR
AUDIO

MORDAUNT-
SHORT

NAD

NAIM

ONKYO
ORELLE / XTC
PANASONIC
PIONEER
PROAC
PRO-JECT
QED

QUAD
QUADRASPIRE
REGA

REL

ROKSAN

[{e) 18

ROYD

RUARK
SENNHEISER
SHAHINIAN
SONY

SOUND STYLE
STANDS UNIQUE

TALK
ELECTRONICS

TANNOY
TARGET

TDK

TEAC
TECHNICS
VAN DEN HUL
YAMAHA

Not all products
are stocked by
every shop

so please check
with your local
branch before
travelling




IA120 FROM £265.00

A chromed front panel is the
most striking feature of this inte-
grated amplifier. Build quality is
good, and the exterior panel-
work is solid. It was tested as a
line-level amplifier with six
inputs (including one with off-
tape monitoring); a vinyl disc
stage is available for £20 extra.

The Magnum clearly
impressed our listening-panel
jury. Almost everyone acknowl!-
edged the solid, well-integrated
and tuneful bass, though there
was a feeling that

PM-66SE £229.90

Marantz's ‘SE’ suffix usually
indicates a model enhanced to
provide ‘audiophile’ quality at a
still-affordable price. In fact,
there was never a straight PM-
66! The £230 PM-66SE isa
bulky unit with limited facilities.
Inputs are available for a record
player (MM), three line sources
and two tape decks. A remote
handset actuates a range of
facilities on other Marantz com-
ponents, but works only volume
and muting on the amp. Power
is rated at 50 Watts.

Thisis a gentle, relaxed and

HI-FI CHOICE

leading edges were slightly
grubby. It's an easy and
enjoyable amplifier, but
performs at its best with rel-
atively bright speakers.

It would be unjust not to
Recommend the IA120. Itis
a bold and thoroughly capable
design, with the added benefit of
a handy integral mirror on the
front! It can sound a little warm
and loose, but makes up for this
with a thoroughly musical
manner that allows recordings to
singout. 46
Hailey Audio & (01992) 442425
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 171

colourful amplifier: spacious, if
not especially weighty. When
pressed hard it veers towards
hardness, and lacks some preci-
sion and dynamics, butthere’s
an undeniable
rightness too. It
favours eupho-
ny over defini-
tion when push
comes to shove,
butthisisa
musically pleasing design at an
affordable price. It appears well
suited to the limitations of bud-
get CD players and speakers. 46
Marantz = (01753) 680868

Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 167
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A2 £499.99

i The £500 A2 is an extensive

i update of the venerable Musical
i Fidelity A1, which was a hot-

i running, semi-Class-A, low-

power amp with a giant
slayer's reputation —
but undeniable
limitations.
TheA2'sa
little more
powerful
(25 Watts
into eight
Ohms), and better
able to drive difficult

i loads. Stark simplicity equates
i tofew features (no remote con-
¢ trol) but attractive presentation.

" MUSICA
El £199

i Though it's a simple integrated
amp with slimline casework,

i rated at 30 Watts into eight

i Ohms, the hands-on E1 looks

i andfeels like a quality item. Its
manufacturers claim pains have
i been taken to reduce asymmetry
¢ between channels. Output semi-
i conductor devices are,

: allegedly, bipolar.

Apart from the power-on/off

i button, the only controls are for
volume, six line-level source

i selection and a single tape-mon-
i itor switching circuit. There is no
i provision for headphones.
Unlike other Musical Fidelity

i products, it's available in the UK

On the whole, the A2
achieved fairly strong scores in
the panel tests. While itis
neither the sharpest nor the
most analytical amplifierin its
class, and can sometimes sound
coloured, it's a supremely musi-
cal tool. It makes the most of
good recordings and gives a
helping hand to those that are
less than perfect. An excellent
antidote to the sterility of some
machinery! Its mild valve flavour
tends away from literal accuracy
at all costs towards the musical
side of the line. 46
Musical Fidelity = (0181) 900 2999
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 162

only from the Richer
Sounds retail chain.

The panel score was average,
with little spread and almost
complete unanimity. The E1 is
imbued with the ‘classic’ MF
sonic character: warm, even a
little overblown at times, with a
generous soundstage presence,
good if slightly sweetened tonali-
ty and a slightly indistinct, one-
note bass line. Rock music
sounded a little short of adrena-
lin, but classical came across
with an organic quality and bold
tonality. Its sound will depend
on the nature of the system you
erectaround it — listen carefully
before buying. 46
Musical Fidelity = (0181) 900 2999
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 171
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CTED STORES)

BRANDS STOCKED: AIWA ARCAM AUDIO INNOVATIONS

(MOST STORES)

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CELESTION CERWIN VEGA

THE WORLD'S N

STOP PRESS... STOP PRESS...

§ 1K o o)

*****
June 97
SRP

QUALITY GHROME £9. 49

(;‘Asssrrz TAPES
mgliNlMUM'

ummnoreuslnmor)

WE STILL ARE AND WILL ALWAYS BE THE CHEAPEST

These beautifully made

= compact speakers are used

by studios the world over.

Awarded a ‘Best Buy’in the

WHaT Hi-Fi? Awards in ‘95,

they represent outstanding

value formoney at this

greatly reduced price. The

bargain of the decade.
WERE £239-95

Also
|Cambridge
‘Aud10 A1 Mk3

only £99.95 |
Were
Save £20

1 f"ll? v ke ke ke June 97

“This is a bargam piece of hi-fi with a magi
\ all of its own” said WHAT HI-F1? Sep ‘95, in
\ June ‘97 they continued, “Top honours..
‘ The cheapest ‘hi-fi’ amp around”.
~ WERE £09-95.

JPW MILLENIUM ML 510 SPEAKERS
L wnar iz U

“A fantastic achievement for
the money” said WHaT HI-FI? in
October 1997, they
continued,

“their resolution and
timing are second to

by Sept 97

or £109.95

with factory supplled
remot

1 per
ot in corjunction with any obhe ofer/promotion)

VYVIPHONY. 6

“Another one of those smooth, reliable and classy Technics
players.” - WHAT Hi-F1? July ‘97. 1 per customer .
RRP £159.95 WERE £439795

SHERWOOD R1
PRO LOGIC R

33cmH x 19.5cmW x 22.2cmD  Blac

33cmH x
19.5cmW x
22.2cmD
Black or ik
beech finish

WHAT - F1?
[Awards,
FFER

ECIM v “Home recording

value for money

doesn’t get any
better than this.”
- WHAT HI-FI?
October 1997.
WERE £299-975,
WERE £199795.

“Hard to match ”
raved Hi-fi World
in September
1996. They
continued,
“Substantial
design of
impressive
finish"“top
class...the best
dynamic range
in their class”.
WERE £238-95

“It’s a steal” said
WHAT HI-F12 in April
1997 about the
Sherwood R125RDS
Dolby Pro Logic
receiver. They
continued
“Budget home
cinema has

never been so
attainable”.

RRP £249.95

CALL FOR
IN THE

per customer)
(Notin conjuncion 4 with any other offer/promation)

TEL: 01 T
sMOTN SO g
CARDIFF TEL: 01222 465654 | CROYDON
%‘E’msmnn TEL 0245 386 638 KINGSTON

TEL- 016
EDINBURGH  TEL 0131226 5544 | [oNoN pInGE
GLASGOW TEL 0141226 5551
TEL: 0113 245 5717 | SWISS COTTAGE
TEL: 0716 255 4656 | WEST END

LIVERPOOL TEL: 0151 708 7484 NEWCASTLE

1 NORWICH
NOTTINGHAM
PLYMOUTH
PRESTWICH
READING
SEVENOAKS
SHEFFIELD
SOUTHAMPTON
STOCKPORT

WATFORD

TEL: 0191 230 1392
TEL: 01603 620 860
TEL: 0115 924 1551
TEL: 01752 222 256
TEL: 0161773 0333
TEL: 01734 591 111
TEL: 01732 456 573
TEL: 0114 266 1616
TEL: 01703 231 311
TEL: 0161 480 1700
EL: 01923 218 888

TEL: 0171 352 8496
TEL: 0181 667 1100
TEL: 0181 549 9999
TEL: 0171 626 8006
TEL: 0171 403 1201
LEEDS TEL: 0171 722 3359
LEICESTER TEL: 0171 831 2888
CHRISTNIAS GPENING TIES: A st

Tth, 1th, 21st and 26th. (in ammon DUhnﬂ & Belfast stores wrll h[u 2 every
Christmas Eve - All stores 10am - 2pm (Dublmd Belfa.s't 10-5pm)
Christmas Day - All stores closed
Friday 26th (Boxing Day) - All stores 10am - 4pm (Dublin & Belfast closed)
Saturday 27th December - 9am - 6pm (City branch closed)
Sunday 28th December 12 - 4 pm (City branch closed) Fnday 2nd January - Normal opening hours
Monday 29th December - All stores 10am - 6pm cept Glasgow & Edinburgh 12 -4pm)

From Saturda Srd January all stores return to normal opening hours

WE'LL BEAT THAT PRICE 'TIL IT HURTS! .

We want your business even if it means losing money! Ask in-store for details ]

ALL GOODS BRAND NEW boxed and fully guaranteed for one year unless otherwise cleavly stated.
All pnces include VAT at 17.5% (Irish & Dutch prices are subject to currency, VAT and local distributor ad]ustments) Due to the
varying sizes of our stores, not all goods may be stocked in all branches. Please call first if making a special journey. All stores have
a clearance corner full of ex-demo/service and secondhand bargains and browsers are definitely welcome.

v to Ve a 1
Tuesday 30th December - All stores 10am -
Wednesday 31st December - All stores 10am - 4pm
New Years Day - All stores 12pm - 4pm
(except Belfast, Dublin, Glasgow & Edinburgh - closed)

THE BEST PRICE
UNIVERSE

none at this sort of price”.

k or cherry finish

0 MUSICAL FI
E1 AMPL

.8 8.8 8 ¢

“...This is an excellen
buy” said WHaT Hi-r?
in October 1997, “A
high quality British
amplifier at a give
away price”.
“Exceptionally
spacious

and refined”

raved Hi-Fi Choice

in November 1997.
WERE £249-95

]

MAIL ORDER HOTLINE - NEW FREEPHONE NUMBER

We will gladly mail any product to your
door. Simply call:

0500 333 500

FOR E.C. ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE

0044 171 378 0345

orfax 0171378 6373 and we will
be more than happy to help.
Hotline will be answered in person Mon-Fri
10am-5pm, Sat 10am-5pm. Otherwise, there
is a 24hr ansaphone at all other times.

FREE DELIVERY
on selected items
(UK mainland)

0% FREE CREDIT

| WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £750
We will beat any interest free deal on
comparable product/price.
Interest free excluding Dublin, Belfast +
A stores bj to status, written
quotation available on request) (most brands).
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REMEMBER TO QUOTE THIS AD WHEN PURCHASING THESE PRODUCTS AS SOME OF THE DEALS ARE EXCLUSIVE TO HI-FI CHOICE READERS




A220 £699.99
The A220 slots into Musical
Fidelity’s range above the A2,
and delivers a claimed 50 Watts
into eight Ohms, or 100 Watts
into four Ohms. The design is
biased strongly towards Class A,
so it runs hot. But it soon gets up
to speed for sound.

There are neither gimmicks
nor remote control, and facilities
are strictly minimalist: volume
control, source selector and
tape-monitor only. Inputs
accommodate MM phono pick-
up, three line-level sources and
two tape decks. Build quality is a

AR e s

77 INTEGRATED

FROM £699.95
The Quad 77 integrated can be
used freestanding with a limited
range of inputs (two, plus tape),
oras part of the Quad 77 system
with a fully-integrated interac-
tive remote control (£150
extra). Technical highlights
include multiple independently-
regulated power supplies, and a
‘highly optimised’ class B output
stage, which is claimed to yield
low distortion and 84 Watts into
eight Ohms.

The Quad 77 scored well on
the listening tests, only marked
down by one listener who
regarded it as “a little cold”. Its

HI-FI CHOICE

highlight, as is the minute
attention to detail.

The general view was:
“a big sound, very sweet
and tuneful, and very easy
to enjoy the music rather
than pick holes in the
sound”. The A220 tends to
sound laid-back, but always
exhibits good solidity and phys-
ical presence. The phono input
was ‘warmer’ than the line
stages, but again had tremen-
dous clarity and transparency.
It's an excellent product, with
bags of civilised power on tap
and authority to use it well. 4
Musical Fidelity = (0181) 900 2999
Reviewed Hi-Fi Choice issue 168

sound resembles closely

the 77 Pre/Power

combo (see p64),i<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>