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Listen and you'll see. • • 

At B&W, music is our very reason for being. In our search for the perfect music 

reproduction, we have pioneered loudspeaker technologies such as the separate 

tweeter housing, the Nautilus transmission pipes, the Matrix'" cabinet and the Kevlar® 

cone. These innovations symbolise all the dedication and love of music which have 

inspired B&W engineers ever since the company was established 30 years ago. 

Today, B&W produce loudspeakers of class-leading performance through a 

unique blend of pioneering research, relentless pursuit of engineering excellence 

and traditional craftsmanship. Leaving you to enjoy your music exactly as it should 

be - with nothing added, nothing taken away. 
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B&W's patented method of 
using Kevlar's unique woven 
fibres for loudspeaker 
cones has been a ma;or 
factor in reducing unwanied 
standing waves. 

DM'"601 

"Soaring through the speaker 
market like a breath of fresh , 
air, the DM'"60 I 's demand to 
be heard. Big and powerful 
sound with plenty of subtlety. 
Miss them at your peril." 
What Hi·Fi? 5 Stars- Jun'96 

f 

For more information contact 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK) Ltd 
on: +44(0)1903750750 
http:/ /www.bwspeakers.com 
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TEAC 
The Mini was always 

synonomous with perfor

mance, whether it was the 

car or the fashion. And 

now there's another Mini 

which delivers unbelievable 

performance. The Reference 

500 System from Teac. 

The sound quality of 

separates combined with 

the convenience of a Mini 

System. No other Mini 

comes even close! 
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"TEAC mini sets standards" 

WHAT HI*FI, )an 97 

"All three sources sound 
big and confident, with an 

accuracy and delicacy more 

, 
akin to separates than minis" 

WHAT HI*FI, May 97 

"In terms of its good looks, 

the system's asking price 

could just about be doubled" 

Gramophone, )an 97 

Visit your TEAC Stockist for a 
demonstration or call TEAC 

on 01923 819630 
for more information 

TEAC 

You Could Always Get Brilliant 
Performance From A Mini. 
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You Still Can. 
DUE TO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL, OTHER MINI SYSTEMS 

WILL NOT BE DELIVERING THIS LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE 

Chief Musical Officers' Warning 
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Editor's 
Notebook 
Is hi-fi the last bastion of sanity in a world gone mad with 

electronic widgets? Stan Vincent invites you to find out. 

P eople can't get to grips with all 
the new techno-widgets on offer. 
As life becomes more compli
cated, consumers just want sim

plicity. And that's why the new Philips 
CDR 870 (reviewed this issue p32) has 

a significance in inverse proportion 
to the muted fanfare of its 
announcement. The fact it's a CD 
recorder (CD-R) is nothing new, 
but eyebrows have been raised by 
its sub-£500 price and ability to use 

new 'rewritable' CDs (CD-RW). 
Suddenly, the key advantage of Sony's 
MiniDisc (MD) system -it's rewritability 
-has come under fire. The CD family has 
a chance to end format wars that have 
dogged consumer electronics for so long. 

Almost a year ago we published a 
MiniDisc supplement. Even since then, the 
MD format has progressed apace, with 

high-end recorders garnering audiophile 

credibility and portable devices setting new 
standards for miniaturisation. But no mat

ter how appealing the little MD may be, to 

the man on the Clapham omnibus it's 
'another format', with all the complication 
and expense that might imply. This is why 
Philips' 'one-disc' initiative is setting pulses 
racing in the audio community. 

The Dutch company has a good story to 
tell. CD is the world's most popular music 
carrier. Unril recenrly the only consumer 
recording medium has been cassette tape. 
Though cheap, it has never offered great 
sound quality, and it is not particularly easy 

ro use. Tempt people with a CD-based 
recording solution, and by comparison it 
offers an immediately-perceptible benefit. 
Price it keenly and Bob's your uncle. 

"Bur wait," comes the cry. "Aren't 
blank recordable CDs expensive?" Well, 
actually no. CD-R has become popular in 
the computer market for storing data -it 

can hold 650 Megabytes (Mb). So now it 
benefits from economies of scale. 

You can buy record-once CD-Rs for 
around £3 -little more than you'd pay for 
a premium-quality tape, and a Jot less than 
the cost of a blank Mini Disc. (While the lat
ter has begun to find applications in record
ing and broadcasting systems, it has never 
taken off as a computer peripheral because 
at presenr, it holds only 140Mb.) 

Now Phi lips hopes it can work 
the CD-R miracle for CD-RW, by 

launching it simultaneously for domestic 
and computer users. Computer users 
understand CD-R and CD-ROM (pre
recorded computer data on CD). But for 
rewrirable applications they have been 
stuck with the outmoded, outgunned 3.5in 
diskette, or left to place odds on the 
longevity of numerous third-party 'remov

able storage media'. Philips wants to make 

CD the universal data inrerchange stan
dard, both for audio and PC. We will 

appraise the PC version of the CDR 870, 
the CD 3610, in a forthcoming issue. 

Philips sources indicate that 1998 will 
see the roll-out of new CD-RW products at 
lower prices, in user-friendly midi pack
ages. And the PC angle is fascinating, 
because of options it opens up for CD mas
tering and signal processing, for example 
removing clicks and pops from old LP 
records, or the hiss from taped recordings. 

We detect only two clouds on the hori
zon: an obscure glitch in the CDR 870 that 
adds lots of jitter to recordings; and the the 
CD-RW disc's unpredictable compatibility 
with existing CD players. 

We hope that Philips can sort our the jit
rer, bur alas a number of players thus 
afflicted will have been released to dealers 
in the pre-Christmas rush. Our advice, 
unlike that of our colleagues on another UK 

hi-fi mag, would be to not buy this product 
until Philips remedies the defect on all 
machines. And I do nor believe CD-RW 
incompatibility will become an issue until 
the price of CD-RW discs reaches a par 
with CD-R. 

These teething problems notwithstand
ing, it looks like we must give Philips a 
round of applause. They've created a mass
marker product that people really want! 
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Turn to p'4 lqr 
our mammoth test 
ol 1 :i �peaker�! 
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REGUJ.ARS 

12 Update 

With the New Year looming large, here's news 

of all the freshly-minted hi-li desirables to save 

up for in '98. 

16 Instant Systems 

Alan Sircom chairs a clash of the gurus: 

lshiwata's Marantz vs Evans's Pioneer. 

31 WriteOn! 

What makes your blood boil? Choice readers 

vent their collective spleen on topical issues. 

38 Help! 

Bring us your hi-li trouble and strife, and we'll 

put you back on the path to high fidelity. 

43 Hints & Tips 

Jimmy Hughes introduces us to the mysterious 

world of valve resonators. Hold onto your pants! 

46 Statements I 

Jason Kennedy spins Wilson benesch's entry 

level turntable, the stylish Circle. 

48 Statements 11 

The Stargate has landed! But will the Helios 

shine down on it? Jason Kennedy reports. 

51 Statements m 

Electrocompaniet's latest pre/power amp 

looks pretty saucy, but the question remains: 

does it cut the mustard? Alan Sircom reports. 

OPINION 

9 From the Editor's Notebook 

Stan Vincent simplifies your life with a few choice 

words on the future of recordable CD. 

I-ILI=r rJ.-Inrr,: 



20 Ear Waxings 

Jason Kennedy transfers his system onto 

Townshend Audio's Seismic Sink Stand, and 

comes to terms with swaying support. 

22 The Jimmy Hughes Experience 

Jimmy Hughes gets his audio signals 

enhanced by Z-Man- the answer to edgy 

CD sound? Plus: Sound Archaeology. 

27 Oasis of Sanity 

Paul Miller explains the technology behind the 

Philips' new rewritable CD, CD-RW. 

29 Personal Messages 

Paul Messenger discovers that there is life after 

Naim amplification. Shocker! 

154 Ultra Vivian Scene 

David Vivian comes clean about his furtive 

fascination with the root of all tweaking: 

cables. And wire not7 

fEATURES & REVIEWS 

32 Philips COR 870 

Tim Frost gets to grips with Philips' challenge 

to MD: the COR 870 rewritable CD recorder. 

54 Systems 

Lifestyle audio systems don't offer separates hi

li's macho appeal, but as David Vivian reports, 

the best ones now sound frighteningly good. 

7 4 Loudspeakers 

15 scorching mid-price loudspeakers are given 

the Paul' treatment. Paul Messenger and his 

listening panel do the listening, while Paul 

Miller reports on the lab tests. 

HI-FI CHOICE 

' 
READER SERVICES 

Save time, money and trainer-rubber when 

you subscribe to the world's finest hi-fi maga

zine. There's a free gift for every subscriber. 

72 Hi-Fi Choice Web Site 

Say "hi" to cyberspace: Hi-Fi Choice is now 

on the World Wide Web. Check out past 

reviews and send in your Help queries. 

116 Reader Classified 

Buy, sell or trade a top-quality audio bargain 

today, with our select portfolio of lovingly 

polished, pre-owned hi-fi kit. 

144 Fattsback 

The inexpensive and high-speed way to access 

classic Hi-Fi Choice articles and reviews by 

return of tax. 

IS 3 Next Month & Back Issues 

Find out what's going on in February's kit

packed Hi-Fi Choice- and how to get hold 

of any issues you may have missed. 

THE BUYER'S GUIDE 

117 Directory/Price Guide 

Our icon-infused listing of all new hi-fi prod

ucts includes an easy-to-use almanac of every 

current component that we've reviewed! 

WIN!WIN!WIN! 
Over £3,000 worth 

of Ruark speakers up 
for grabs this month! 

PRODUCTS fEATURED 

IN TBIS ISSUE 
Acoustic Precision Eikos FR1 ..... 16 

APE Interconnects ............. 16 

AVI Positron .................. 97 

8&0 Century ................. 55 

B&W CDM7 .................. 99 

Border Patrol 3008 SE .......... 29 

Castle Severn 2 ................ 77 

Dali 606 ..................... 79 

Denon DM-7 .................. 57 

Dynaudio Audience 50 .......... 81 

Electrocompaniet AW120 ........ 51 

Electrocompaniet EC4.6 ......... 51 

Helios Stargate ................ 48 

Heybrook Ultima .............. 87 

Jamo 507A ................... 89 

JBL SVA1500 ................. 91 

JPW Ruby 4 ................ 101 

JVC EX-TD77R ................ 59 

Kelly KT3 .................... 103 

Kenwood XD958DMD .......... 61 

Krell KAV-30Di ................ 29 

Marantz CD-63mkll Kl Sig ....... 18 

Marantz PM-66 Kl Sig .......... 18 

Mission 752F .................. 83 

Monitor Audio 702 PMC ........ 93 

Musical Technology Condor ..... 105 

Philips COR 870 ............... 32 

Pioneer A-303R Precision ....... 16 

Pioneer NS-7 ................. 63 

Pioneer PD-S505 Precision ...... 16 

Ruark Sceptre ................ 95 

Sony Scala 2 .................. 65 

Tannoy Mercury M2 ............ 18 

TDL RTL3SE .................. 85 

TEAC Reference 500 ............ 66 

Technics SC-HD70 ............. 68 

Townshend Seismic Sink Stand ... 20 

Wilson benesch Circle .......... 46 

Vamaha Classic Line CL10 ....... 70 

Z-Man ASE ................... 22 
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THIS MONTH ... BIG GHANGESAT AUDIOLAB ... SPECIAL EDITION B&WANDARGAM ... DOUBLEXMF ... AND MUCH MORE ... 

In brief 
The Sound & Vision Bristol show 

returns to the Bristol Marriott 

Hotel from 20 to 22 February 
1998. At press time organisers 

claimed over 40 exhibitors had 
booked space. Opening times 

are ll.OOam to 6.00pm the first 
day, and 10.00am to 5.00pm on 

subsequent days. Entrance 

costs £5.00 for adults, £3.00 

concessions, but is free to chil

dren under 16. A ten percent 

discount will be given on all 
purchases made at the show. 

Alphason HDS: heavy metal. 

Alphason's new High Damped 

Structural (HDS) range incorpo

rates proprietary tension rods, 
offset damping pads within 

their metal columns, and a 
'mineral aggregate' filling 

material. Supplied in 40cm, 
50cm or 60cm heights, and 
priced from £85, they are fin
ished in gunmetal grey with the 
option of a matching rigid

steel, toughened safety-glass or 
rosewood-coloured veneer 
base. a (01942) 678000 

Attention vinyl users! Moth Group 
has introduced anlelectronic 
stylus balance from len 

Gregory, the 'Cartridge Man'. 
Claimed to be accurate within 
0.02g between Og and 4g, it 

operates for up to 45 minutes 
from a 2.4V rechargeable NiCd 
battery (charger supplied). lt 
has been designed to work with 

12 JANUARY 1998 

For111ula 8000! 
All change at Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd (CST), 
where the manufacturer of Audiolab products has been 
acquired by the TAG/Mclaren Group. A new company, 
TAG Electronic Holdings Ltd, has been formed to control 
both CST and TAG Electronic Systems Ltd. 

Dr Udo Zucker, CEO of the new company, commented: 
"I am looking forward to seeing our Formula One technol
ogy spinning off into products everyone can buy." 

Wasting no time on the product front, Audiolab has 
already upped the digital ante with the new 8000DAX, a 
24-bit DAC priced at £999.90. This digital-to-analogue 
converter has been designed to partner the company's 
BOOOCD CD player or 8000CDM CD transport. Audiolab 
sources claim it will provide "outstanding resolution of 
detail and dynamics". 

Key features include a single bit DAC, low-noise mas
ter-reference clock for minimal jitter, HDCD compatibilty 
and intelligent signal-seeking software to identify all 
manner of digital sources. 
Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd a (01480) 415600 

CDM gets special 
B&W has taken the first step toward revamping the CDM 
range by bestowing Special Edition status on the EISA 
award-winning CDM 1 loudspeaker. The CDM lSE is still 
£599.95 but now incorporates a number of improvements 
to the crossover and mid/bass driver which are said to 
improve mid range clarity and imaging. 

The most obvious change is the appearance of a solid 
phase plug where once there was a dust cap. This 'fixed dis
persion modifier' is bullet shaped and is claimed to improve 
integration with the tweeter by improvements in dispersion. 
The speaker retains B&W's favoured Kevlar-fibre, 6.5 inch 

cone along with 
the existing dis
crete metal dome 
tweeter housing. 

The crossover 
network has been 
split asunder to 
reduce interaction 
between the com
ponents for each 
drive unit. Two 
separate boards 
are used so that 
bi-wiring and bi
a m p i n g  c o n f e r  
distinct benefits. 

The speaker 
retains its selec
tion of rea I wood 
finishes: cherr y, 
red and black ash. 
B&W UK Ltd a 

(01903) 750750 

HI-FT CHOICE 



Great X·pectations 
Musical Fidelity's X-series is due to get wider in March, 
with the introduction of the £479 X-A1 integrated ampli
fier. Resembling a stretched version of the now-familiar 
extrusion-housed X-series electronics, the double-width 
case conceals a 50 Watt integrated amp. This has 
antecedents in the X-ASO monobloks reviewed in HFC 
169, but harks back also to an old MF favourite, the Al. 

lt will accommodate up to six line-level sources, with 
preamp and tape-out sockets to complete the array. Those 
compact dimensions are ensured by an external power 
supply which, the company claims, is much more sophis
ticated than the plug-top transformers supplied with X
Series components thus far. 

MF boss and sometime clarinet blower, Antony 
Michaelson, says that the X-A1 design team was given the 
objectives of sound quality, imagery, slam/attack, speed 
and load-driving ability. 
Musical Fidelity� (0181) 900 2866 

TDI!s carbon copies 
TDL has announced three new speakers featuring carbon
fibre cones, metal-dome tweeters and real-wood veneered 
cabinets. What's more, the CFlOO Chiltern is TDL's first 
stand-mount, two-way parted enclosure. The latter opens 
the range at £449.95 ( Cherry, Mahogany and Oak) or 
£499.95 (Rosewood). 

Models CF200 Cotswold and CF300 Cheviot are 
' r eil ex/t ra nsm i ssi o n -1 in e'  
hybrids in the TDL tradi
tion. They are priced at 
£649.95 and £849.95 
respectively for the three 
standard veneers -
Rosewood commands a 
£100 premium. 

TDL claims carbon
fibre cones offer the 
acoustic advantages of 
metal cone without the 
latter's need for powerful 
amplifiers. 
TDL � (01628) 850 111 

HI-FI CHOICE 

HDCD's pro processor 
Pacific Microsonics, creators of the High Definition 
Compatible Digital (HDCD) system, has announced a pro
fessional HDCD processor. This is claimed to offer 24-bit D
to-NA-to-D conversion, and a sampling rate of 88.2kHz. 
Plus, with sample-rate conversion, Pacific Microsonics 

claims the unit will be compatible with 96kHz systems. 
The company claims that this processor offers modern 

recording engineers the best of both worlds: a means of cap
turing signals both for release on today's CDs, and for inclu
sion in higher-quality future formats. 

lt claims that recordings now being made at 96kHz/24-
bit inevitably degrade during conversion to 44.1 kHz/16-bit, 
as used in CD. Pacific Microsonic's system claims to avoid 
such problems by sampling at 88.2kHz - twice the sam
pling frequency of CD. lt claims further that via sample-rate 
conversion, the 24-biV88.2kHz signal may be enhanced to 
96kHz sampling. 

The company has also published a new catalogue featur
ing 'hundreds' of HDCD recordings. 

� Memec plc (01844) 261 919 • www.hdcd.com 

In brief 
all record-playing apparatus, 

and is priced at £185. 

� (01234) 741152 

0: When is an EL34 valve not an 

El34 valve? A: When it's a 

Sovtek El34WXT. Higher 

transconductance and power 

ratings than any other EL34 are 

claimed of the WXT variant by 

the New Sensor Corporation. 

This is thanks to a 'unique grid 

block construction'. Other ben

efits are said to include greater 

longevity- and, naturally, 'the 

richest-sounding, most dynam

ically-sensitive' performance 

ever. a + 1 (212) 529 0466 • 

www.sovtek.com 

Superclock is a new jitter-busting 

device from AudioCom (UKJ of 

Pembrokeshire, claimed to 

'outperform any other type of 

[digital word] clock currently 

available'. This, claims the 

maker, is thanks to extensive 

power-supply isolation, sur

face-mount components, low

noise RF transistors and 'two

stage analogue oscillator'. 

� (01834) 842803 

Care to pep up your Planar 2 or 3? 
You might consider the Chantry 

Audio QT, a five-stage upgrade 

system for the original Rega 

turntables and clones. A basic 

new-platter/bearing-oil-change 

kit is availble for £115, while 

ready-built, brand-new turnta
bles start at £705. a (01777) 

870372 

Allied Battery Technologies, whose 

rechargeable alkaline man

ganese (RAM) cells we 

announced in Update HFC 168, 

has extended the range to 
include AAA cells as used in 

many remote controls. The 

company claims its RAM prod

ucts last over ten and up to 50 

times longer than single-use 

alkaline designs. You'll find 

them in Maplin shops nation

wide. a (01494) 484919 
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K E F R E F E R E N C E  

KEF Reference Series 

authorised dealers: 

Bath Paul Green 
Beckenham Musical Images 
Belfast Lyric Hi Fi 
Bishop Stortford The Audio File 
Bolton Sound & Vision 
Bournemouth Sullen's 
Bristol Radford Hi Fi 
Bristol Audio Excellence 
Cardiff Audio Excellence 

Cheltenham Sevenoaks 
Chester Audio Excellence 

Croydon Spaldings 

01225 316197 

0181 663 3777 

01232 381296 

01279 506576 

01204 861861 

01202 555512 

0117 9428247 

0117 9264975 

01222 228565 

01242 241171 

01244 345576 

0181 654 1231 

Edgbaston Music Matters 

Exeter Radford Hi Fi 
Guildford P J Hi Fi 
Huddersfield Huddersfield Hi Fi 
Hull Zen Audio 
Kings Lynn Martins Hi Fi 

The best 
things 

• 

life In 
• 

cost quite a 
bit, actually. 

Music is one of life's great pleasures. But like caviar and 

Champagne, the best never comes cheap. 

Take KEF's legendary Reference Series. We set out to create 

loudspeakers of unrivalled acoustic transparency - and in the 

pursuit of perfection, price is a secondary consideration. 

Nothing is allowed to compromise the purity of the recorded 

signal. High-order crossovers are computer matched for seamless 

integration. Internal wiring is oxygen-free copper, soldered by 

hand. The baffies are mineral filled and contoured to minimise 

edge diffractions. And before it leaves the craftsmen who build 

it, every loudspeaker is rigorously tested against a calibrated 

laboratory reference system. 

Hence the flawless response. The astonishing lucidity. The 

consummate musicality. Technical supremacy in a Savile Row suit. 

Actually, they don't seem expensive at all. 

Sffiijl 

Take 11 to the bridge 

Ot21 429 2811 Norwich Martins Hi Fi 01603 627010 

01392 218865 Nottingham Nottingham Hi Fi 01159 786919 

01483 504801 Oxford Radford Hi Fi 01865 511241 

01484 544668 Reading Sevenoaks 0118 9597768 

01482 587397 Rhos-on-Sea Electrolrader 01492 548932 

01553 761683 Sheffield Audio Images 01142 737893 

Leamington Leamington Hi Fi Company 01926 888644 Slough Frasers 01753 520244 

Liverpool Seller Hi Fi 0151 227 5007 Solihull Music Matters 0121 742 0254 

London Hi Fi Experience 0171 580 3535 St. AI bans W. Darby & Go. 01727 850961 

London Musical Images 0171 497 1346 St. Leonards Adams & Jarrell 01424 437165 

Maidstone Unilet Sound & Vision 01622 676703 Tunbridge Wells Sounds of Music 01892 547003 

Nelson Wilkinsons Hi Fi 01282 612901 Watford Acoustic Arts 01923 233011 

New Maiden Unilet Sound & Vision 0181 942 9567 Worcester Sevenoaks 01905 612929 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Lintone 0191 460 0999 Worthing Phase 3 01903 245577 

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE REFERENCE SERIES COMPRISING THE MODEL One, MODEL Two, MODEL Thrae AND MODEL Four. KEF AND UNI-0 ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UNI-0 IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. U.S. PAT. NO. 5.548,657. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. 

FOR DETAILS ON KEF REFERENCE SE RIF� PI FA�F C()NTAf":T· I<FF 4111"\ln IIIW'liiUITI=n n�:oT l-ll=f'O coccnt'H:!T u.o.•"'"'" .,,..,.., cc.Tn�• nnAn Tr""' ,,,, ..... ...,..,.,...,,,... ,.,..., , .... ...... � � .... � ��· ��· ·-··- •• · •••· --·--



508 becomes 24 
Meridian Audio has introduced a 24-bit version of its top 
integrated CD player, the 508. The new 508.24 (£1,995) 
succeeds the 20-bit version, itself a first back in 1995, 
and claims to have significantly improved upon every 
aspect of its predecessor's sound quality. 

The new 508 is the first player on the market to employ 
Crystal's latest 24-bit digital-to-analogue converter chip. 
We hear that the Meridian 566 DAC will be receiving the 
same treatment soon. The 508.24's transport electronics 
have been upgraded in line with the converter. 

The player features balanced analogue outputs and an 
AES/EBU digital output. Existing 508.20 owners can have 
their players upgraded with the new DAC for £395. 
Meridian Audio a (01480) 52144 
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How '."any more bits can Meridian fit into a CD player? 

Anthem's new six-pack 
Audiophiles in 'user-friendly' shocker7 A 'high-end' multi
player? What fresh lunacy is this? In fact it's the Anthem CD 
1, the first offering of a new 'entry-level' brand from 
Canadian high-end manufacturers Sonic Frontiers. This 
£1595 player features a six-disc Sony 'Musicbank' mecha
nism and a 'valve output buffer', along with a Pacific 
Microsonics HDCD decoder, Burr-Brown PCM 1702 DAC, 
S/PDIF and AES/EBU digital outputs and, as you'd expect, 
remote control. 
s Picture The Sound (07000) 443426 

Get Qnected, gain Qudos 
QED has launched two new interconnects: the Qnect 2 and 
Qnect 4. Both cables use low density polyethelene for insu
lation which, the company claims, produces a lower loss and 
results in an improved sound performance. The Qnect 4 also 
has foamed LOPE for even lower loss and better sound. 

Prices start at £27 for the Qnect 2 while the Qnect 4 
costs from £54. Both cables use 99.9 per cent oxygen-free 
copper, claim to cancel out noise and interference, and are 
fitted with gold-plated plugs. Those on the Qnect 4 are one
piece with a Teflon insulation block. 

The company has used the results of its Genesis project 
to create of a new silver-plated version of its Qudos Original 
loudspeaker cable, to celebrate QED's 25th anniversary. The 
Qudos Silver costs £3.95 per metre and boasts LPDE insu
lation, four-bunch 'rope' lay-stranded construction and 
2.5mm sq cross section of oxygen-free copper. 
QED E (01276) 451166 

In brief 

The Mordaunt-Short MS25i Pearl 

helps commemorate the com

pany's 30th anniversary with a 

new mica-filled, polypropylene 

polymer cone developed in 

house. Other improvements 

include a redeveloped dividing 

network with 'dual capacitor 

configuration', a larger cabinet 

volume and extra cabinet brac

ing. Price is £329.99. 

E (01705) 407722 

With reference to our feature 

"Pick'N'Mix", in our supplement 

DJ Choice (HFC 173). We would 

like to clarify that Intimidation 

was the inventor of the 'Kill' 

channel-specific frequency 

equaliser feature on its range of 

DJ mixing consoles. it was not 

derived from another manufac

turer's pre-existent product . 

Thomas Transducers, maker of 

loudspeakers formerly known 

as Bravura, has renamed its 

brand B*a in the wake of legal 

action by Bose BY, asserting 

ownership of the trade-mark 

'Bravura' for speakers. Thomas 

Transducers' new telephone 

number is a (01424) 813888. 

ALBtJM.S PLAYED IN 
THE Rl·ft CHOICE 

OFFICE THIS MONTH 
Fluke 
Risotto 

Various Artists 
The Black Box of Jazz 

Various Artists 
Untouchable Outcaste Beats Vol 1 

Archive 
Londinium 

Laurie Anderson 
Bright Red/Tightrope 

Various Artists 
Sometimes God Hides: 

�ng Person's Guide to Discipline 

Bullitnuts 
Nut Roast 

- - ---

Puccini 
Turandot (London Philarmonic 

Orchestra) 

Various Artists 
Cafe Del Mar 4 
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Bar -

ax1ngs 
Jason Kennedy discovers the majesty of rock and the mystery of roll -

thanks to the unlikely ministrations of compressed air and flattened copper. 

L 
ast summer I visited the research 
labs of a high profile hi-fi com

pany. During the visit I was treated 
to a demonstration of the latest 

products in a customised listening room. The 
playback system utilised state-of-the-art 
equipment with megabucks price tags, yet all 
of the equipment was placed upon very pro
saic supports. The £10,000 transport and 
DAC source were resting on a coffee table! 

I took the manufacturer to
. 
task over this, 

and think I made an impression, because 
shortly afterwards they asked me for rec
ommended brands of hi-fi supports. At the 

time I suggested Mana Acoustics and the 
then-unfinished Seismic Sink Stand (SSS) 

from Townshend Audio. I didn't hear 
whether they acted on my recommendations, 
but eventually I got my own SSS to try at 
home. But if my industry chums have tried 
it, they'll have discovered that my audio
phile rantings were not altogether in vain. 

The SSS is a magnificent, OTT piece of hi

fi furniture. Install one in your system, and 

even totally uninterested observers will start 

asking why a small pipe organ has appeared 
under your record player. The four-tier ver
sion of the stand incorporates 22 tubes, nine 
platforms and rwo inflatable cells in its three
part construction. 

The four shelves hang on two inflated 
Seismic-Sink load cells. The struc
ture sways with a gentle prod, but 

claims to offer massive isolation 

from low-frequency vibration. The 
design is most elegant considering 
the complications of dividing sup

ported weight across two inde
pendent cells. The result is that 
there is nothing more substantial 
than compressed air between the 
equipment rack and the floor. 

There are two ways of assess
ing the SSS. You can judge it by 
comparison with a competing 
equipment support; or you can 
assess the difference between its 
sound when the load cells are 
deflated; and then inflated. 

Comparison with its peers is 
hampered by the articulated nature 
of the SSS's construction. Because 
the mass of your hi-fi is actually 
suspended on the lower of the two 
load cells, you have to adjust a 
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counterweight to keep the structure 
vertical. It's not quite as bad as 

setting up a turntable, but 
involves much more effort 
than the installation of 
most stands! 

Anyway, I ended up 
doing the comparison 
both ways, and I got 
pretty much the same 
result in each instance. 

In particular, the sound 
was cleaner: treble was 

more natural; bass was 

better extended and artic

ulated. It was a sense of 
relaxation without loss of 
power or grip. In fact, with all 
manner of corn ponents, with myr

iad musical styles, and at all playback 
volumes, the effect remained the same. A 
quite remarkable result, I think you'll agree. 

Better still, I perceived no loss of musical 

tension either. Musical drama seems to get 

a greater chance of shining through. It makes 

for very compelling listening! 

lt' s a wirefull world ... 

David Vivian's cable adven

tures in this month's Ultra 
Scene (p.l54) 

reminded me of a recent 
tweaking sess10n 
undertook with Border 
Patrol main man Gary 
Dews. We were at his 
place recovering from 
the night before-how 

loud are night clubs 
these days? - and 

hooked up a system so 

that I could hear some of 

I couldn't resist having a 
go at the system, and we spent 

a couple of hours doing all sorts of 
tweaks. Most of these were of the damp

ing/resonance avoidance variety, but since 
this was a tube man's system, there had to 
be a couple of transformer changes as well. 

In fact, we even went so far as to try a pro

totype of the Border Patrol preamplifier

which sounds very promising. 
After literally two hours and maybe a 

dozen significant improvements, we were 
about to chew on some 'different' music 
when I noticed a few lengths of 

Electrofluidics Monolith 20/20 cable that 
I had brought down for Gary six 

months before. On that last visit I was 

glad to have impressed him with the 

stuff, but he'd gone back to his bi-wired 

'usual' out of habit as much as anything 
else. So, what the heck, one more tweak 
wouldn't hurt. We plumbed it in, put 
the needle on the record, and split our 
sides laughing. All that tweaker effort, 
and we could probably only hear half 

of its effect through the regular cable! 
lt doesn't surprise me that 

Electrofluidics' radical wire works in 
'phase-linear' systems I use, but in an 
all-tube, analogue system, the result 
was equally gob-smacking. Three 
dimensionality, timbre and dynamics, 
all waiting to party. And the system 
didn't sound so bad before the change! 

Now I'm desperate to get hold of 
similarly-conceived Goerrz intercon
nect. Will it do the same trick? � 
Electrofluidics e (0171) 247 0813 
Townshend Audio e (0181) 979 2155 
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The Jimmy Bughes 

J:xpe .. ience 
Jimmy Hughes delves into the mysteries of a black-box 'signal enhancer', and a new twist on CD. 

T
he intriguingly-named Z-Man 

Corporation has sent us an 
Audio Signal Enhancer. This 
valve-powered black box 

connects between CD player and ampli

fier to create a richer, more detailed 

sound. Voices and instruments have 

more space around them, plus 

improved separation, while treble is 

cleaner, sweeter, more sharply defined. 
Although the ASE is said

. 
to work 

best between CD player and preamp, I 
achieved excellent results connecting it 
between preamp and power amp. 
Again, the soundstage was wider and 

deeper, with improved clarity and sep

aration. Removing the unit made the 

sound rather 'flat', and much less spe

cial. The ASE became a vital component 

of my system very quickly. 
The obvious comparison is with Musical 

Fidelity's X10-D. The MF is cheaper and 
more impressively styled; the ASE costs more, 
and currently it is only available for llOV 

operation. A small Radio Shack 110V/240V 
adaptor is supplied free of charge, but alas I 

left this transformer switched on overnight 

a few times and burnt it out. So I bought a 

much more durable, 75 Watt, 110V step
down transformer from electrical retailers 
Ryness for £19.95. This improved the sound. 
I understand that Z-Man is now supplying 
a heftier 50 Watt transformer as standard. 

Further improvements resulted when I 
replaced the supplied valve with a Mullard 
CV-4004. This costs about £14.50 (includ
ing postage, packaging and VAT), from 

Langrex Supplies, Croydon 'fil (OI8I)6841166. 

The sound grew sharper and more clearly 

focused, with an expanded soundstage and 

greater spatial definition. With these 'extras' 

the ASE sounded extremely good and 
improved upon the less costly XlO-D in ronal 
richness and depth. Used as supplied with 
original valve and Radio Shack transformer, 
the difference was less pronounced, but I 
would not say ASE was inferior w XlO-D. 

If, like me, you decide the Audio Signal 

Enhancer is a must-have product, it costs 
US$198, plus $26 for shipping. Adding duty 
and V AT the total comes to $2 7 5.57 which, 
depending on exchange rates, should not 
cost more than £175. To order, call 
'fil +I 6I6-246 7929 between 4pm and lOp m 
UK time, with credit-card details to hand. 
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Does exactly what it says on the tin ... 

Archaeological, dig? 
For today's CD collectors, the long-promised 
launch of a superior medium (like DVD) is 

a double-edged sword. Of course it holds out 

the promise of better sound quality, but also 
threatens to make existing CD hoards obso

lete. I have lots of CDs, so I suppose I should 

be worried. But progress isn't a game of skit

tles, in which the goal is to demolish past 
standards. I still enjoy listening to mono 

material taken from shellac 78s, so the 'lim
its' of CD don't hurt. 

More importantly, I believe CD is capa
ble of greater things. Despite the inherent 
technical limitations of the format, its sound 
can be improved. I've just had my Pioneer 

PD-75 upgraded with Trichord's Clock 3 

modification, and I'm encountering musical 

detail I'd never heard before. Clearly we're 

not at the end of the road yet. 

With this in mind, I was intrigued to 
receive a CD-R from US company Sound 
Archaeology (fax: 'fil +I 5I6-434 9I74). This 
disc conrains various musical selections 
transferred to CD using a new re-mastering 

process. 'Before' and 'after' examples of each 
musical excerpt are included, and after lis
tening to both, there was little doubt that the 
processed tracks sounded more full and 

three-dimensional than the standard ver
sions. Bass was stronger, and the sound dis
played greater body and immediacy. 

Sound Archaeology makes bold claims 
for its system. It alleges that Shawn Britton, 

of audiophile record company 
Mobile Fidelity, compared a 
Sound-Archaeology-rem as tered 
version of Elton John's Hanky 
Chateau with Mobile Fidelity's 
own digital copy of the master 

tape in Sony 1630 format. Guess 

what: he preferred the SA disc. If 

true, this is a truly remarkable 

statement given that SA actually 
used Mobile Fidelity's Gold CD of 

the album as its source. It might 
seem a fantastic proposition to 
some, bur SA's claim is to impart 

information into the CD that was 
lacking from the master tape. 

Unfortunately, Sound Archaeology 

gives no technical details about its re

mastering process, except to say that it 

operates in the digital domain and is the 

result of 15 years' research. It warns that SA 

treatment defies being copied, and says you 
must listen using your CD player's analogue 
output (rather than the digital variety) to 

enjoy the full effect. (The company claims to 

have published further info on the Web at 
www.signal2noise.com -Ed.) This seems to mean 

that the use of a two-box player would dilute 

or eliminate the SA benefits. But I used such 

a machine with apparently good results, 

obtaining a noticeable difference in sound. 
A number of questions remain. First and 

foremost: how can you re-master using CD 
as a source, only to end up with a copy that 
betters not only the original CD, but also the 
digital master tape itself? It seems barely 
plausible. But perhaps the SA process is addi

tive, and enhances what's there already. 

If so, this would stick in the craw of hi-fi 

purists who are wedded to the concept of sim

plicity. Their philosophy is to maintain the 
purity of an original signal by altering ir as 
little as possible. By holding to this, they 
expect to hear music in its true glory. But per
haps this assumption is fallacious, and in fact 
what's needed is a little audio seasoning to 
bring out the flavour of music. 

Certainly, having listened to the SA re
mastered tracks, my instinct is to say that the 
process is additive, bur not in a false, unnat
ural sense. Ir simply expands upon informa
tion that's present already. I'm impressed by 
what I've heard so far- but will it be enough 
ro interest the notoriously glacial maJor 
record companies? � 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

\ 





COMPETITION 

WIN OVER £3,100 WORTH OF RUARK LOUDSPEAKERS! 



H
ere's a great opportunity to own one of six great 

prizes from Ruark! Our monster First Prize is ideal for 

hi-fi and AV fans. lt's a full-on, top-quality surround

sound system worth almost £1,500, and incorporates a pair of 

Ruark's Prologue One main stereo speakers, Dialogue One 

centre channel, and a pair of Epilogue mini-monitors. 

The Prologue One will be supplied in the winner's choice of 

real Cherry, Rosewood or Walnut veneers. The Dialogue One 

and Epilogue have real-wood veneered side-cheeks, and will 

be supplied in the winner's choice of Cherry, Rosewood or 

Walnut (or Lacquer Black in the case of the Epilogue). 

The Prologue One is an elegant floorstanding design, cre

ated to match the Ruark Dialogue centre speaker. Its slim cab

inet employs a bass-reflex system, and thanks to full magnetic 

shielding it can be positioned near a large TV set. 

The Dialogue One centre-channel speaker has been con

ceived with a smooth mid band and firm bass, to be the perfect 

AV complement for a high-class hi-fi speaker system. lt's a 

two-way, infinite-baffle design with full magnetic shielding . 

The Epilogue is a rear-ported mini-monitor system, voiced 

to work in harmony with other Ruark speakers.lt's ideal for the 

effects channel, but doubles as a hi-fi speaker in its own right. 

Our Second Prize winner will receive a pair of Templar 11 

speakers worth £559. This medium-sized two-way, floor

mounted design, slightly taller than the Templar, will be deliv

ered as shown with sides in real-wood Black Ash veneer, or in 

the winner's choice of Cherry, Rosewood or Walnut. lt has a 

rigid plinth and hardened spikes. Finally, four Third Prize win

ners will each receive a pair of Epilogue loudspeakers (worth 

£269) in the finish of their choice. Don't delay- enter today! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING WINNERS OF 
OUR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER COMPETITIONS. 

COMPETITION 

.-aOW ;oiNTia--- -� 
Answer the question below by circling the correct answer, then fill in 

your name, address and day-time telephone number in the spaces 

given below. Please remember to tell us whether you are over 18 

years of age. 

POST TBII BNTRY FORM TO: 
Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC801A) 

Bradley Pavilions, 

Bradley Stoke North, 

Bristol BS12 OBQ 

All entries must arrive by first post, Thursday January 29th, 1998. 

THE QUESTION 
Wlud leatun •-bles thei'I'Oiogue One to be placed near 
televbloa Hts? 

a) Plastic covering 
b) Full magnetic shielding 
c) Stands 
d) Full metal jacket 

YOUR DETAILS 

Name 
____________________________________ ___ 

Job Title -------------------------------------

Company Name 
______ ________________ ________ ___ 

Address (inc. postcode) ________________ __________ ___ 

Day-time Telephone Number-------------------------

0 Please tick here if you are under 18 

0 Please tick here if you do not wish to receive any further information about other 

products or services 

Please tick one only of the following, 

0 Are you a current subscriber? OR 

0 Are you a regular reader? OR 

0 Are you an occasional reader? 

COMPETITION RULES 
e The Closing Date for this competition is Thursday January 29th, 1998. 

e Winners of the Ruark competition will be judged from all correct entries 

submitted, and drawn at random after the Closing Date. 

e Winners will be notified by post. 

e The Edito�s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

e The Ruark competition is not open to employees of Dennis Publishing Ltd, Ruark 

Acoustics Ltd. nor their suppliers, agents or associates. 

eWe regret this competition is open to UK residents only. 

• No cash alternatives will be offered. 

eWe reserve the right to substitute alternative prizes with equivalent value to these 

shown, in the unlikely event of stock being temporarily unavailable. 

• By entering the competition you agree to be bound by the rules. 

e All entries must be on this official entry coupon. If you do not wish to cut your 

magazine, you may send a photocopy of the page instead. Please note, only one 

entry form per household. 

CHFC SOlA 



"In summary, the Concert 8 is one of the most advanced 

loudspeaker designs on the market today." 

ll1·1'1 WoRw JuN.: 1997 

" ... ,the Jamos prove capable of wide open 

soundstaging, wonderfully free-breathing d��1amics ancl a 

winning combination of glorious bass power with smoothly

integrated miclband ambience and 

sweet, clear treble." 

1\'n," III·I'Y? AI'RIL 1997 ***** 

"For the Classical listener. 

however, it can offer something 

that few other box loudspeakers 

THERE ARE 
SPEAKERS, 
AND THERE ARE 
GREAT ORATORS. • • 

can: that insight into the music that we all desire but all Loo 

rarely experience'' 

"lt is a true aucliophile component that will bring out 

the best in high-quality partnering equipment." 

EuROPEAN L.oui>SI'I:AKt;R OF Tm: YI·:AR, EISA A liAR os I !197 -98 

A 
passion for music, technical excellence and 

attention to detail prove an irresistible combination 

in our Concert range of louclspeaker·s. Our· engineers 

spend many painstaking hour·s of resear·ch to bring you 

the very best in hi-ridelity performance embodied in l'inely 

crafted cabinets. 

To l'incl out more, CALL FREE NOW on 0321 300316 (24 hours) for your FREE Jamo information pack. 

http://www.jamo.co.uk THE CONCERT 8 -A GREAT ORATOR FROM Jamq 



Paul 

TECHNOLOGY 

ille .. 's 
Oasis of Sanity 

Just as we were getting used to the idea of record-once COs, Phi lips has unveiled the re-recordable 

variety. Paul Miller explains the technology issues of the formats and differences between them. 

P
hilips has just launched the 
world's first rewritable CD 
recorder- see our review on 
page 32. Here I examine the 

technology and execution of CD-RW, 
and its relationship with MiniDisc (MD), 
the only other rewritable disc-based 
digital audio recording format. 

J PLOT 1: GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION OF DIGITAL DATA 

Figure I: secrets of digital audio 
The format of digital audio code stored 
on CD-RW discs is identical to that used 
by conventional CD software, including 
older 'write-once' CD-R discs. This lin
ear, uncompressed code is in contrast 
with the data-reduced ATRAC format 
adopted for MD. But both MD and CD code 
is carried as binary data, a stream of zeroes 
and ones represented on conventional CD by 
a series of 'pit'/'bump' and 'land' structures 
pressed into a spiral on the disc's surface. 

As the laser beam passes between a land 
(reflective) and bump (non-reflective) area, 
(1) and (2) respectively, this is registered as 
a transition or a digital 1 (3). Moving from 
bump (2) to land (1) also represents a tran
sition and a digital 1. Importantly, these 
transitions are regularly spaced, because the 
so-called 'run-length' of a pit/bump or a land 
area occupies an integer (whole number) 
multiple of the Master Clock period, known 
as big 'T'. In reality, the shortest pit/bump 
or land run-length is 3T, the longest 11 T. 

With CD-R, a digital 1 is also represented 
as the transition from a land to a pit struc
ture within the spiral (or vice-versa). The spi
ral itself is 'wobbled' at 22.05kHz to give the 
CO-R unit a frame of reference when record
ing. During recording, or 'writing'., the 
laser tracks this wobbled groove, melt
ing pits into the disc's green dye-layer 
by momentarily increasing the intensity 
of the beam to achieve a spot temper
ature of around 250 degrees 
Centigrade. These changes are perma
nent, leaving melted pits that offer a 40 
per cent reflectance of the beam during 
playback, which provides sufficient 
contrast with the 70-80 per cent 
reflectance of adjacent 'land' areas. 

MD represents a digital 1 by a 
change in the polarisation of the 
reflected laser beam, the so-called Kerr 
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rotational angle. Once again, momentary 
increases in the intensity of the laser beam are 
used to heat the dye-layer in the MD disc, 
resulting in a change in the magneto-optical 
property of the layer rather than its 
reflectance. During playback, its laser pick
up is specifically designed to respond to 
changes in polarisation, not reflectance. A 
further, fundamental incompatibility 
between the MD and CD formats. 

This change in a physical property of the 
MD disc must not be confused with the 
'phase-change' discussed in Phi lips' CD-RW 
documentation. In this instance, 'phase' 
refers to the crystalline state of the dye-layer 
in the CD-RW disc, which may be amor
phous (non-reflecting) or polycrystalline 
(reflecting). During recording, a laser beam 
heats this dye-layer rapidly above its 600 
degree melting point; it cools quickly to pro
duce an amorphous area (like a CD 'bump'). 
Longer heating at lower temperature pro
duces a reflective area (like a CD 'land'). 

Figure 2: the jitterbug 
If transitions between amorphous and 
polycrystalline areas are not clearly 
defined, the digital data becomes 'jit
tered'. This plot shows the difference 
in jitter when a special test signal is 
replayed on an ordinary CD player, 
both before (black) and after (red) 
recording on a CD-R W disc. If the 
copy were flawless then both traces 
would overlap. In practice, however, 
we see a general but very faint increase 
in background noise (uncorrelated jit
ter) ( 4) with a very distinctive pattern 
of correlated jitter appearing at +1-

65Hz (5). So the CDR 870 recorder is good, 
but not perfect. 

Meanwhile, it is clear that the crystalline 
state of the CD-RW dye-layer may be inter
converted depending on how, moment by 
moment, the spot under the laser is 'heated'. 
In this way, it's possible to 'erase' the disc by 
converting the entire wobbled groove to its 
non-reflective or amorphous crystalline state. 
In practice, an amorphous 'bump' has a 15 
per cent reflectance and a polycrystalline 
'land' about 25 per cent reflectance, so the 
difference in reflectance between amorphous 
and polycrystalline areas does not offer the 
contrast provided by either CD or CD-R. For 
this reason, not all existing CD players will 
be able to read a CD-RW disc, despite the for
mat of the data being entirely compatible 
with the CD standard. 

My research suggests that most Sony play
ers of two or three years' vintage should 
replay CD-RW discs, as should models using 
Sony CDM14 mechanisms, including 

Arcam, Myryad and Rega for example. 
Philips' own players using the older 
(now discontinued) swing-arm CDM9 
mechanism will also handle CD-RW 
material. Likewise earlier CDM9-
based players from Meridian and 
Naim. Sadly, almost no players using 
Philips' latest CDM12 mechanism will 
read CD-RW discs. A slight lack of 
foresight on Philips's part, I'd say. 
Future CD mechanisms, I am assured, 
will all replay CD-RW discs. � 

Do you have a topic for the Oasis 7 Contact P. Miller 

via E-maif on 100576.3021 @compuserve.com 
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MD-ZVJO
I MD STUDIO MD 

'NETWORK 
MICRO SYSTEM 

MD-XB 
MD 

'NETWORK AUDIO' 
MINI SYSTEM 

MD-XVJOO 
MD/CD 

COMPONENT SYSTEM 

The cassette tape has finally 

reeled to its end. Now a new digital 

era begins with Sharp MiniDisc. 

A breakthrough that means you 

can digitally record up to 74 

minutes of your favourite music on 

a single disc, over and over again. 

Without any wear, without any 

loss of sound quality. 

What's more you can move, 

divide, combine or erase your 

recorded tracks. 

Thanks to a title generator, you 

can even enter the disc name and 

individual song titles, confirming 

them on the alpha-numeric 

LCD display. 

Then enjoy instant playback with 

the brilliant clarity that can only 

.... ® come from digital sound. I!IIJ 
Adding a new dimension to music 

at home or on the move. 

All on a neat little MiniDisc that 

no tape can match. 

The unreel, made real by Sharp. 

INTELLIGENT THINKING 

For further information call 

FREEFONE 0800 262958 

MD-R1 
MINI SIZE 
MD DECK 



Pe.-sonal 
Is there any such thing as The Best' hi-fi? Paul 

Messenger juggles amps in an attempt to find out. 

W
hen, like most 11-year

olds, I started listening to 

music seriously, hi-fi was
n't part of the vocabulary. 

By my late teens, however, I'd become 

aware of a world beyond the transistor 

radio, tape-recorder and record-player. I 

converted the (mono) Dansette to stereo 

operation, and found myself starting down 

the rocky road towards hi-fi nirvana. 

My ambition wasn't too great at first, but 

some lucky secondhand purchases helped 
me assemble a pretty decent system over the 
next couple of years, and it wasn't long 
before the hi-fi bug had dug in its claws. The 
desire ro blend business with pleasure was 

one of my principal reasons for joining rhe 

hi-fi industry in the mid '70s. 

It wasn't long before I started 

dreaming of a truly great system, 

and the prospect of assembling it 

became all the more feasible when 
l moved from making speakers 
with Spendor, to working for one 
of the hi-fi magazines. Contacts 
were made, and there seemed a 

real chance of my dream becom

ing reality. Not just a great sys

tem, but The Best. 

Some 20 years down rhe road, 

hi-fi has given me enormous plea

sure and satisfaction. But rwo 

decades of accumulated experi
ence has made it necessary to 
revise the ambition. Quite simply, 

there is no 'The Best'. It may be 
The Best for me- I'm not look-

ing at changing anything right now- but it 

isn't perfect, and does involve compromises. 

Back in the '70s I used Radford valve 
amps, bur changed to Naim transistor elec
rronics. I can still recall the trade-off 
involved, between rhe delicious midrange 
transparency of rhe valves, and the full-band
width slam of the solid-state devices. I rook 
rhe transistor route back then, and have stuck 
with it ever since, bur I do get the chance to 
try valve gear from time to rime. (Briefly, I 

even grappled with the legendary Ongaku 

from Audio Note.) 

Such experiences only serve to remind of 

a hi-fi dimension l normally do without, and 
never more obviously than during the few 
weeks I spent recenrly with a Definitive 
Audio Border Patrol 300B SE power amp. 
The plan was to try for a completely feed
back-free chain, bur it's is taking a bit longer 
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essages 
to organise than l expected. The single-ended 
rriode power amp is only the third link in my 
electronics chain, yet swapping to ir from my 

regular NAP135 power amps still had much 

greater impact than I'd imagined. 

Quantitatively it was much greater, but 

qualitatively it was similar to my earlier expe

riences. This, I presume, has ro do with rhe 
steadily-improving resolving power of my 

system. Inserting the Border Patrol brought 

forth a gush of enthusiasm for rich mid band 

lucidity, which is the valve amp's stock in 
trade, and reaches its peak with a high-class 
single-ended design. Because it sounds so 
efforrlessly natural and beautiful, basking 
seems more appropriate than nit-picking; to 

rake a critical stance seems churlish. 

something in rh is, but I'm not convinced. The 
musical genres of The Prodigy and The CBs 
are nor that far apart, yet there was no deny
ing that Breathe (from The Prodigy's Fat of 

The Land album) was a more involving expe

rience with the Border Patrol in command, 

yet I had to return to the Naims to get rhe 

full tension and scale of Tt Doesn't Matter 
(from The CBs' Dig Your Own Hole). 

Twist my arm and I'll admit that Breathe 
has a slighrly more 'acoustic' quality ro its 

instrumentation, but nor one to warrant gen
eralisations. In the final analysis it comes 
down to personal taste and preference. 

The same is also true of the Krell KAV-
300i, which l borrowed in order ro broaden 

the perspectives of this month's speaker tests. 

"Brought forth a gush of enthusiasm for rich midband lucidity." 

After days of tubular basking, I went back 

to my transistors. I missed the mid band clar
ity; instead there was a congested quality, as 
though the system had picked up sinusitis. 
But there was a return ro the full, wide-band
width sound I'd been missing, especially in 
deeper and much more authoritative bass. 

However, to say that one was 'better' 
than the other would be ro miss the point 
entirely. It would be like saying oranges are 
'better' than apples, coffee 'better' than tea, 
or The Prodigy 'better' than The Chemical 

Brothers. Any attempt to make the compar
ison is simply invalid. 

A question of taste 
Some suggest that a preference for valve or 
transistor amplification is likely to be related 
to one's musical preferences. There may be 

It's been years since I tried a Krell, and l have 

to say I enjoyed this integrated 'baby' of the 
range very much indeed. It didn't offer the 
analytical capabilities of my several-rimes
more-expensive Naim pre-/power combo, 
but I found a new perspective when listen
ing to rhe speakers with Krell power. 

Given the ghastly recording quality of 
many modern pop recordings, I sometimes 

find myself wondering whether 'listenabiliry' 
might not be a more valid hi-fi criterion than 

sheer in formation-rerri eva 1-a t-a 11-cosrs. 

However, the fact that the best recordings 

carry on gerting better as the system resolu
tion increases would seem a good enough 

reason to carry on pursuing The Best-even 
though the concept is entirely mythicaL � 
Border Patrol� (01273) 276716 
Kre/1, Absolute Sounds � (0181) 947 5047 

]A VARY 1998 29 



A veritable tour de force in high performance sound, Rotel's integrated 

and pre/power amplifiers have already made a big noise in the hi-fi press. 

The RA931 has just added a coveted WHAT Hr-FI' Award for Best Amplifier 

in it's price class, to a list of over 60 others for Rotel hi-fi. 

Three 
And with prices starting at a harmonious 

£100, exhilarating sound has never been 

such good value for money. 

steps to 
hi-fi heaven 

., RA93J ;,.tegrated stereo amplifier ' ••• delivers remar"able extension and def1nltlon ' ... WHAT H1·F11 June 19')7. 

0 ober 1997. 
• \'1:\\IS \i.I·FI' Cl 

d and fast ..• 

11 stereo power "'" 

·•••PUJler ""d JlB9 

ble of rocking har 

pujler ' • . • capa 

• RC97 J stereo pre 

ROTELhin· 
Sound with Style 

For more information on the full range of Rotel amplifiers 

complete the coupon and post to: Rotel UK, Gamepath Ltd 

25 Heathfield, Stacey Bushes, Milton Keynes MK12 6HR 

or Telephone 01908 317707, Fax: 01908 322704 

r---------------------------------

1 Please send me details on the full range of Rotel amplifiers, 
L ', db plus the name and address of my nearest Rotel dealer. 

Name 

Address 

Postcode 

WHF1197 
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TELL US YOUR VIEWS ON HI-FI AND MUSIC. THE BEST LETTER EVERY MONTH WINS AN M-S POLO-SHIRT! 

LETTER 01' TBE MONTH 
The devil' s wol'k 
I noted with horror that Alan Sircom in his Linn Arkiv/Linto arti
cle said that the phono stage was sporting a "Brilliant switched
mode power supply". Does he not realise that switched-mode 
power supplies are allegedly 'works-of-the-devil', and when 
incorporated into hi-fi equipment will have a very bad influence 
on the sound, not to mention the listener. I strongly urge Mr. 
Sircom to play a selection of religious music through any such 
equipment to show he has not "sold his soul". This should then 
be followed by a period of meditation, and any further listening 
to music must be conducted with pure equipment free of any 
devil's work. It will only be after taking such action that one can 
be sure of what one is listening to again. 
Philip Tyler via the internet 

Alan Sircom would like to point out that the word 'Brilliant' in 
this context is Linn Products' K-free name of said switched-mode 
power supply, and not an expression of glee. 

Amazed and amused 
I was quite amazed (and, 
frankly, quite amused) by Alan 
Sircom's description of the pur
pose of RIAA circuitry in the 
review of Linn's Linto Phono 
Stage (HFC 171): (lt) "compen
sates for electro-mechanical 
curiosities of cartridges". 

The truth is that the RIAA 
circuit is a noise-reduction 
apparatus which applies an 
opposite equalisation to that 
applied to the signal feeding the 
cutting lathe. The equalisation 
used during cutting boosts high 
frequencies, and the phono 
stage uses an opposite equalisa
tion process which results in a 
flat frequency response AND a 
reduction in playback noise. 
The process can be viewed as a 
simpler version of Dolby-B 
noise reduction, where equalisa
tion is not applied uniformly to 
the signal as in RIAA, but is 
altered with regard to the signal 
level (the stronger the signal, the 
less boosting is applied). This is 
required because of magnetic 
tape's tendency to become satu-

rated when recording high-fre
quency signals, a problem of 
which vinyl is devoid. 
Yuval Goldstein, Rishon 

Lezion, Israel 

Thanks for clarifying this com
plex subject for us, Yuval. I fear 
A fan may have been a little 
casual in his remark, but at least 
he was concise. He will be duly 
thrashed for his sloth! 

The DTS expel'ience 
I was wondering if you'll be cov
ering the new DTS decoders in 
the marketplace and reviewing 
some of the new DTS high-defi
nition surround recordings that 
are coming out. The availability 
of true 20-bit sound in a discrete 
format promising the clarity, 
transparency, dynamic range, 
and lack of distortion that DTS 

offers, is incredible. It's like an 
obstruction or filter has been 
taken off the music. 

As an audio enthusiast I lis
ten to both records and CD, and 
I would agree that in some cases 
I prefer LPs to CDs, but when 
going from a high definition sur

round session immediately back 
to records or CD I have to say 
there's no comparison. 

This new format allows us to 
get closer to the "real" high 
fidelity experience (and that's 
what it's all about, isn't it?); and 
there are five discrete channels 
to provide a true 360 degree 
sound field. I would think you 
would want to give this more 
coverage in your magazine. 

I have seen some mention of 
AC-3/Dolby Digital in your 
publication. With its severe data 
compression it will hopefully 
never be considered for audio
phile CDs, but DTS certainly 
should be. I know that DTS and 
AC-3 are associated primarily 
with LaserDiscs and home the
atre (especially here in the US), 
but I believe the future for home 
DTS will be audio recordings. 
Steue Rike via the internet 

I agree, DTS looks like an inter
esting format, however, at pre
sent it has yet to make much of 
an impact in the U K. When both 

hard (and more importantly 

soft) ware start to appear, we 
will endeavour to listen in to it. 

The whole picture 
"A reviewer has to experiment 
with a product in order to elicit 
its full potential"! This is a part 
of your answer to T Huffinley 
in Write on! HFC 170. It's a 
statement that, unfortu
nately, works against your 
policy when testing prod
ucts, especially loudspeakers. 

Why? Because it's impossi-

OURADD!q:� 
The Editor-in-Chief. Hi-Fi Choice, 

19 Bolsover Street. LONDON W1P 7HJ. 
IS 0171-917 5512. 

eEl editor.hifichoice@dennis.co.uk. 
We reserve the right to edit all letters . Concise 

correspondence preferred! All letters must 

include address and daytime 'phone numbers. 

ble to pick out the best loud
speaker in a group by listening 
to it for a while and then com
paring it with the sound of the 
others. What you can say about 
the speakers in these tests is how 
well they matched the chosen 
amplifiers and speaker cables. 

My opinion is that you 
should test one at a time, so you 
have time and enthusiasm 
enough to "experiment with the 
product in order to elicit its full 
potential". It's the only way to 
really give the speakers a fair 
judgement - and your readers 
the "whole picture". 
Stefan Fridefors, Sweden. 

If you read Paul Messenger's 
reviews this month you'll see 
that he does indeed listen to 
each speaker with a variety of 

ancillaries, and takes the time to 
give each box every chance to 
infuse him with enthusiasm. 

Shil'lage! 
The best letter every month wins a stylish 

polo-shirt from Mordaunt-Short, 

purveyors of fine loudspeakers. 

Available in black with a discreet sleeve 

logo. One 'large' size fits all. 



STATEMENTS EXTRA PHILIPS CDR 870 

Home· Brew 
Heaven? 

Philips' new COR 870 smashes the £500 barrier for eo-Recordable, and offers rewritable 

CD as well. As Tim Frost and Paul Miller report, only a digital gremlin spoils the party. 

C 
D-Recordable (CD-R) is not new, 

but until recently it has been pro

hibitively expensive. The multi

national hardware companies 

behind CD-R have substantial interests in 

music software sales, and consequently 

have been reluctant to upset the record 

industries of which they are part. The record 

industry has always argued that any form of 

recordable CD is a 'pirates charter'. This 

fact, combined with widespread ignorance 

about CD-R, has helped to inflate the price 

of hi-fi quality digital recorders above a con
sumer-friendly level. 

As regular readers of Hi-Fi Choice will 

know, Philips has a large share of the mar

ket in CD mechanisms for third-party player 

manufacturers. Naturally, it has done equal 

if not greater volumes of business with com

puter manufacturers, this time in the supply 

of CD-R drives for data storage applications. 

In fact, computer manufacturers buy so 

many CD-R drives that the unit price of man

ufacture has decreased dramatically. Now 

Phi lips has decided that CD-R audio record-
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ing should be available cheaply to everyone, 

not just PC users. With the arrival of the 

CDR 870 at £499, the company has set a 

new price point for audio CD-R, 40 per cent 

lower than the previous benchmark

which was Pioneer's cheapest CD recorder, 

the PDR-04 (£699.95, HFC 171). 

Furthermore, the CDR 870 has upped 

the ante with a new facility to record on 

erasable CD-RW discs, which can be written 

and rewritten over and over again. 

Philips believes CD-R is the future for 

domestic digital recording. Spurred on, no 
doubt, by an unwillingness to support 

MiniDisc's heavily promoted revival, Philips 

has aimed to make the CDR 870 as much of 

a consumer product as possible. (Indeed, 

Philips sources hint we'll see the CDR 870's 

technology in midi-system products come 

the new year- Ed.) 

Sockets and controls 
The CDR 870 looks and works like a hybrid 

CD player/cassette deck. On the back panel 

are analogue inputs and outputs, plus elec-

trical (phono socket) and optical digital 

in'n'outputs. Since inputs may be selected 

from the front panel, I left the CDR 870 per

manently connected to two separate 

sources. To the analogue input I hooked up 

the pre-amp, to supply signals from LP vinyl, 

cassette tape and tuner sources. To the elec

trical digital input I made a straight link to 

the CD player. The optical input remained 

available to handle any other digital source I 

might have wished to record. 

The front panel offers minimalist CD 

transport controls, a knob to adjust the level 
of analogue input signals, plus switches to 

select between inputs and automatic/man

ual record modes. Almost in hiding beneath 

the transport controls are four miniature but

tons for the record functions: Record, 

Finalise, Erase and CD-Sync. 

Recording a CD is as straight-forward as 

recording a cassette- almost. The instruc

tions helpfully suggested that I use a CD-RW 

instead of a CD-R disc to get acclimatised to 

the machine, since the recording method is 

the same for both types of disc. Thanks, 
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Philips - in the early stages I could have 

wasted a dozen CD-Rs working out every 

aspect of the routine to suit my needs! 

Rewriting the book on CD 
The COR 870's ability to use erasable CD

RW discs is an important bonus. They're 

good for test recordings and well-suited to 

recording radio. (No annoying interruptions 

half-way through the tape.) CD-RW also 

holds some appeal for live recording, as a 

disc-based alternative to OAT, and a com

pression-free alternative to MiniDisc. 

However, since the CD-RW discs are 

expensive (£15-£20), and are not guaran

teed to play on all CD players, they have lim

ited appeal for CD and LP transfers. I sus

pect that CD-Rs (at £3 a go) will be most 

users' primary recording medium. 

When you insert a blank or partially

recorded CD-R/CD-RW disc into the 

CDR870, it checks that the disc is a valid, 

recordable, audio CD, then sets laser power 

to match the disc's recording needs, rather 

like the auto-bias function in a cassette 

deck. This takes a few seconds, then the 

machine is ready for recording. When it uses 

the digital inputs to copy tracks from a CD, 

the recorder automatically includes the orig

inal's track numbers, using sub-code data 

from the CD player. (In theory, this should 

also allow you to copy the new CD Text infor

mation, that displays lyrics, track names 

etc. on suitably-equipped CD players. - Ed) 

Studious recording 
Recording from vinyl, the COR 870 looks for 

three seconds of silence between tracks to 

trigger the track numbering system. This 

worked fine with albums in prime condition, 

but noise and crackles on favoured-but

knackered '60s albums defeated the sys

tem, leaving me to manually increment the 

track numbers as the recording progressed. 
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At the end of a recording there's a pause 

as the disc's temporary 'table of contents' is 

updated. This enables the recording to play 

back on the COR 870, and permits further 

tracks to be recorded. This 'open' disc won't 

yet play on an audio CD player: it needs to be 

'finalised', effected by pressing the Finalise 

button on the panel. This initiates a two

minute operation making the disc 100 per 

cent CD-Audio compatible. Once finalised, 

the disc will accept no further data. (See HFC 
148; or use our FactsBack service, quoting 

reference 1397- details on p144.) 

Recording onto CD-RW entails the same 

processes, but tracks ea n be erased, starting 

from the last track to be recorded and work

ing backwards. Although CD-RWs can be 

'finalised' to be CD-Audio compatible, the 

discs have lower reflectivity, so a third-party 

CD player must be sensitive enough to read 

them. The most recent CD players are build

ing in the ability to read CD-RW, but at least 

80 per cent of older CD players will be 

unable to 'see' the data on a CD-RW disc. 

Conclusions 
Recordings made via the digital inputs are 

subject to the CO-R jitter identified during 

the lab test (see Lab Test). Those made via 

the analogue inputs (which entail a built-in 

analogue-to-digital encoder) were good, but 

just as external DACs have proved their 

worth as an enhancement to CD transports, 

I am sure the COR 870 would benefit from a 

higher-spec external A/D converter. 

Currently these are manufactured principally 

for professional applications, with price-tags 

two or three times higher than the cost of the 

COR 870 itself. Specialist manufacturers 

will no doubt wise up to an after-market 

opportunity once the CD-R scene takes off. 

In audio terms I expected playback per

formance to equal that of a £150 player, 

and this, pretty much, is what it achieves. 

STATEMENTS EXTRA 
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STATEMENTS EXTRA 

� This isn't a major criticism, as the COR 870 

is likely to join a system with a better-quality 

CD player. Better to view it- potentially

as a phenomenally good digital recorder, 

which is significantly cheaper than equiva

lent OAT machines, and which produces 

cost-effective recordings that will play on 

any eo-equipped hi-fi system. 

Is this the dawning of a new age? 

P erhaps. Certa inly, as the price of CD 

recorders decreases, and blank-disk prices 

settle below £3, it'll be hard to resist the 

urge to record in digital's only universal for

mat. All that remains is for Phi lips to sort out 

the glitch that scrambles up digitally

sourced CO-R recordings. rr � 

Philips m (0181) 689 4444 
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The ideal way to keep your 
CD player in tip-top condition! 
In the good old days of LP, when records started to sound a little bit more 
crackly than usual, vinyl fans could see the problem instantly-fluff and dust on 

the needle. A quick tickle from the stylus brush soon 
restored musical enjoyment. 

Now, in the age of CD, it's easy to assume that 
domestic detritus is no longer a problem. But COs 

are read by a complex laser-optical system, and if 
dust builds up on the laser lens, there may come 
a day when your player refuses to recognise 
your favourite discs. The only way to prevent 
such misfortune is to clean your laser lens 

regularly with the Scotch CD Laser Lens Cleaner. 
Now available in Dixons, it is offered to Hi-Fi 

Choice readers with an exclusive £2 saving! 

HOW TO USE THE CO LASER LENS CLEANER 

This cleaning disc couldn't be simpler to use. You just insert it into 
your CD player as normal, press Play and listen to recorded spoken instructions 
through speakers or headphones. A tiny brush on the business side of the disc 
spring-cleans your laser lens discreetly while some music plays. And once 
cleaning is complete, special test recordings will help you to check you have left 
and right speakers connected correctly. 

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR EXCLUSIVE £2 DISCOUNT 

Don't waste any more time -this offer must end on January 31, 1998. All you 
need to do is detach the lntroducto Offer card stuck onto this page, and take 

·-:..� \�t� it to your local 

I \,t�\\t\\\�'1 Sco•c:t1TM 
branch of Dixons. 

\�
\�
� 

I IJ- ·-
They'll be glad to 

AUDIO & VIDEO ACCESSORIES 

£11JoFF Scotcti f. CD Laser 

Lens Cleaner 
at 

Dixons 
Card Expiry Date: 31 January 1998 

See Reverse for Full Details 

sell you the Scotch 
CD Laser Lens 
Cleaner at a 
discount of £2 off 
the normal price. 
(Offer open to UK 

readers only.) 
So don't delay-get 
down to Dixons and ����������!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!!ll��������start cleaning today! 

---------

CALL DIXONS � (0990) 500049 TO FIND YOUR YOUR NEAREST STORE. 







Alan Sil'com and Jason Kennecly al'e hel'e with the answel's. � -roK Every letter published wins a TDK Sll90 tape worth approx. £2.39! Ten tapes for our Query of the Month! � I ® 
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Powel' conupts? 

Is it really worth thinking about supplementing my budget NAD 

314 amplifier with an external power amplifier as a future 

upgrade? How do these NAD integrated amps perform as 

preamps? How would such a combo sound, compared to an 

integrated amp of similar investment for example? 

Or would biamplification be a better approach? In that case, I 
would guess the power amp must not only be similar in power 

rating, but also in tonal balance etc. Does such an amplifier exist, 
or is the combination of two 314 amps my ideal solution? That 

sounds a bit funny to me. 

I Veda, Germany, via our Website 

Although those budget NA Ds have a set of links for connecting a 

power amplifier, the preamp stage is not up to the mark. You 
would be far better opting for a Marantz PM-66 KI Signature (or 

similar) amplifier than making an odd hybrid. 
Likewise bi-amping: you could add a second NAD and create a 

eat's cradle of wire at the back, but we would still prefer the 

sound of an amplifier that costs a little more. 
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Running in, please pass 

I've just purchased a new Naim system and have had the dealer set 

it up at home over the weekend. I've purchased a CD3-5, NAC72, 

and NAP90 with lntro speakers. What is the best way to run in 

the system? How long does it take? And is a seperate power 
supply good for the CD3-5? 
']ay jay', New Zealand, via our Website 

The best way of running a Naim system in is to use that stuff 
called music. You can try all those fancy burn-in discs and they 
may improve the sound, but a rousing blast of Led Zep does the 

job just as well, with so 
much more panache. In 
terms of timing, Nairn kit 

takes weeks before it is 
properly on song. But 

remember that you should 
only switch off your 
equipment when you go on 
holiday or when there's a 
thunderstorm. Otherwise 
leave it powered up 
constantly. lf you keep 
switching off the power to 
the CD or the preamp, it 

will never sound optimal. 

We've not heard the new CD3-5, so we can't comment on the 
upgraded PSU. However, I'd suggest using a Hi-Cap for the NAC 
72 before upgrading the CD player. Why? Because it allows you 
to turn off the power amp at night, and improves the juice delivery 
to the preamp, making it sound much better in the process. 

HI-Fl CHOICE 
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Flat Symphony 

I own a NAD 312 with a 512 CD-player and KEF Coda 7 
loudspeakers, and I find that it sounds a little bit too flat when 

there are voices and music together, in Beethoven's 9th Symphony 
for example. I would like to know how to correct that. Would it 
be a good idea to buy a NAD 214 power amplifier and use the 
312 as a preamp? 

Larry Theryl, France, via our Website 

No, the amp is not the main problem- it's your speakers. The 
KEF Coda 7 is a fine budget speaker, but lacks the dynamic range 

to deal with Beethoven's 9th. Changing these speakers for a pair 
of B&W DM601 on Kudos 550 stands, the Tannoy M2 on 

Heybrook HBSJ stands or the floorstanding M3 will make 
greater sound improvements than adding a 214 power amp. 
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New life from old speakers? 

I have the following system: Marantz CD-63 mkii CD player, 
Denon PMA-350 mkii amplifier and an old pair of Celestion 
Ditton 110 speakers, with Cambridge Audio Arctic interconnects. 
I want to upgrade but am unsure of what ro change first. 

I think my source is fine, but the amp and speakers could be 
much better. The first thing I want to do is replace is the amp, as 
the speakers give me reasonable derail and enough bass for 
listening in my small room (4m x 4m). I was thinking of Rotel's 
new pre-power combo as it is very reasonably priced and would 
seem a better option than a similarly-priced integrated. Or should 
I check our new speakers with the existing components? 
joe Marr, Italy, via the Website. 

We think that you can get a better sound from an integrated 
amplifier- the Pioneer A300R Precision springs to mind. The 
Rote! pre!power is good, but not quite in the same league. 

However, a more up-to-date pair of speakers will be necessary 
to get the best from the room and the system. Go for a pair of 
Royd Minstrels, or Heybrook Heylios or Keswick Aria 11. 
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Space saver 

I am in the process of purchasing a new turntable for my Quad 
stereo system. The problem I have is lack of space, so I was 
wondering if you could recommend any small, quality turntables? 

The space [have is approximately 400mm wide x 350mm deep. 
l have a budget of between £170-£250 and would appreciate any 
help you can give me. 

G.F. Merriman, via the Internet 

Swap shop 

Unfortunately, most turntables 
are about 50mm wider than you 
can accommodate. Also, unless 
you factor in about another 30-
SOmm at the rear, the lead-out 
wires will foul the space you 
have available. 

The only turntables that even 

begin to fit the bill are from the 

Dual and Project range, but 
even these ma.y prove too wide. 

My mostly elderly system comprises: Rote! 820BX amp, 830L 
tuner and RCD-965BX CD player with Mission 70 speakers. I 
would like ro replace the speakers with bookshelf models that 
have a bigger sound. l have a budget of £500. 

I have also inherited a Technics tuner and amp with some bulky 
Monitor Audio speakers. These are between 16 and 20 years old. 
Do you think any of this kit would be worth swapping for mine? 
W. Armstrong, Henfield, W.Sussex 

The best way to assess your inheritance is the 'listen to it and see' 

technique, a system that worked well in the old days but which 
has become unfashionable in some circles. However, we doubt if 
an aged Technics would hold a candle to late-'80s Rote/. 

As for new speakers, we would steer you towards the following 
redoubtable 'bookshelf' models: Castle Isis, Heybrook Heylios, 
}BL LX2 or Monitor Audio MA700PMC. 
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Expensive negotiations 

I wonder if you could help me negotiate the shifting sands of 

amplification. At the moment I have a Pink Triangle Da Capo 
(22-bit filter) DAC and Cardinal Transport, with Chord Solid and 

Prodac interconnects. Speakers are Ruark Equinox with the XLO 
umbilical and hi-wired DNM Reson speaker cable. The 
amplification is Crimson 620 pre/power. 

I like the sound very much; (it is fast and quite revealing,) but I 
feel the amps are struggling when I play demanding music. I have 

been considering an upgrade for a while and would be glad of any 

suggestions. I have a broad taste in music, including classical, jazz, 

rock and folk. I thought a price bracket of £1,500-£2,500 would 

give a good choice. 

David Hale, Linlithgow, West Lothian 

We agree, the amp does look like the weak link and with your 
budget you should be able to get something pretty special. We're 
thinking Densen DM 20130, Krell KA V300i, Quad 77 prelpower 
or Sumo Athena JIB/Polaris Ill. Alternatively try the Nairn or 
Exposure routes, both very popular 
and with precise upgrade paths. 

You don't mention equipment 
supports, which makes us wonder if 
you have got this side of the system 
sorted. If not you are missing out on 
its full potential: try a Quadraspire 
or Mana with a Seismic Sink for 
crucial components. You won't want 
your money back. 
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Telly trouble 

I have a problem with my loudspeakers and television. My 
system at the moment is: Meridian 200/203/201 mklii555 

electronics, Mission 753 loudspeakers, Audioquest Quartz 
interconnects and Type Four speaker cable. The system is 

mounted on isolation units. 

As a system it gives me great listening pleasure, but a problem 
occurred when I introduced a big Philips Pro-Logic TV into the 

room. Due to the physical size of the TV the Missions have to sit 

two foot from each side, causing the colour to run on the screen. 
Can you advise me on some good-quality screened speakers to 

replace the Missions, that will retain or improve the sound? 
Simon Morson, Warwickshire 

Sounds like you've got too many magnets in the area. In general, 
speakers used that distance from a TV would not cause a 
problem, which is a good thing because there aren't too 
many full-range shielded speakers around. But the five 
drivers on the 753s are obviously too powerful. 

So go for the best speaker you can afford with the least 
drive units- this month's batch has turned up a few 
gems {p74 onwards), or you could seek out the Roksan 
Oj3X, Heybrook Quartet or Epos ES14 for a listen. 
If you really need shielding try Spend or's 2030 or 
something from the NHT line-up. .... 
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Acoustic mixtures 

My system includes a 
Rote! RC/RB 850 
pre/power amp 

(seven years old), 

Marantz CDlO 
player and KEF Q90 

speakers. 
Connections are 
Transparent 
Musichord 

*IlB a 

interconnects and Straight Wire Waveguide 1.5 bi-wired speaker 
cable. My room is 6x4 metres and my favourite type of music is 

the blues, rex-mex (Ry Cooder) and other country/rock 'acoustic 

mixtures'. 
I would like to upgrade my amplifier and am looking for a more 

detailed and rich sound with a little more bass. What should I go 

for: Marantz PM17, Copland CSA-8 or a Roksan Caspian? I am 

also interested in speaker cables; what do you suggest ? 

Branko Klemencic, Slovenia. 

Of the amplifiers you list the Marantz is for us an unknown 
quantity, but has potential. The Cop land was much loved by 
Alvin Gold but may not have the bass grunt you seek, which 
leaves the Caspian looking the most suitable in our experience. 
But try and listen to all three if you can, and do so with your 

KEFs. We found them a little laid-back when we tested them so 
you may need an amp with a bit of bite. Try a big Exposure or 

Rega integrated. See if you can find some Goertz M2 speaker 
cable for full effect. 
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STATEMENTS WILSON BENESCH CIRCLE 

Jason Kennedy checks out the new Circle turntable from Wilson benesch. 

Is it likely to shake up the mid-market spin doctors? 

W 
arning: this is a record player 
review. In the text that fol
lows you will read language 
that may alarm the vinylly

challenged. That should have seen off the ana
logue-o-phobes. What's all this 'kids of today 
don't know what a turntable is' nonsense any
way? Who do you think the bedroom DJs are? 
OAPs? They may not know just how good vinyl 
can sound, but they sure know where that 
wicky-wicky sound comes from. Not from a 
high-end turntable, that's for sure. 

Enough ranting. Let's turn our attention 
to this rather gorgeous new Wilson benesch 
record player. Ladies and gentlemen, I give 
you the Circle. This £2,000 assembly of 
precision-engineered parts represents the 
Sheffield-based company's point of entry 
into the world of 12-inch black vinyl. The 
deck alone (£795) undercuts the existing 
Turntable by just under a grand, and is pre
sented here with a £795 version of the ACT 
tonearm called ACT 0.5, and an open-bod
ied cartridge dubbed Ply. 
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The Circle is as circles do: circular in all 
respects. it's based on two MDF slabs, 
30mm thick and 12inches in diameter. The 
lower one supports the motor unit and fea
tures a captive mains cable; the upper one 
attempts the more complex job of isolating 
the arm-board and platter bearing. Only on 
the top stage do we encounter the first tell
tale sign of Wilson benesch's favourite mate
rial: carbon fibre. Three 3mm-diameter car
bon rods are employed to decouple the bear
ing-housing and arm-board; on the latter the 
gap between pillar and board is so small you 
can barely see it. The arm board is connected 
by more substantial bars of the stuff to the 
bearing housing, so two of the three funda
mental parts of the system are supported on 
less than 10mm of this ridiculously light, 
stiff, self-damping material. The only other 
decoupling in the system is a series of rubber 
feet attached either side of the base unit in 
vertical alignment. Scary stuff. 

The platter is an 18mm acrylic job, but 
while several turntable makers use this as 

the sole disc support, Wb has added a thick 
compressed-fibre mat, arguing that it gives 
better results in this design. Also included is 
a cardboard cartridge-alignment protractor, 
which turns out to be a handy accessory for 
users who have 180gm designer vinyl in 
their collections. Because these records are 
thicker than usual, if you optimise your arm
height for them, 'ordinary' LPs will be played 
with a less-than-optimal VTA (vertical track
ing angle). With the Circle, however, if you 
set the arm-height for 180gm, you can 
maintain correct VTA by inserting the card
board protractor as a shim. 

The ACT 0.5 tonearm's bearing is a vari
ation on the uni-pivot theme, with three ball 
bearings acting as a cradle for a fourth. In 
this respect, as well in design and materials, 
the 0.5 does not vary greatly from the ACT 2 
(HFC 156). Economies are made on a less 
spectacular but still impressive finish, and 
by replacing the plug-in lead with a captive 
one. So it's a serious tone arm that uses 
high-tech materials and innovative design to 
give the cartridge a low-resonance platform 
to work with. I've used the ACT 2 on a Voyd 
for some time, and can vouch for its unusu
ally light touch resulting from low coloration. 

The Ply moving-coil cartridge is a Wb 
Matrix without the trimmings - no screw
drivers, spirit-levels or response plots. The 
Matrix retails for £786; as the Ply it's pretty 
much thrown in at £410. it's an open-body 
design with a carbon-fibre chassis and an 
Empire generator, the latter extending a very 
long cantilever with an elliptical tip. Without 
this cantilever, correct alignment would be 
very difficult; the lack of any body removes 
the usual sight lines. 

The Circle is pretty simple to operate. To 
change speeds you must move a belt manu
ally, but you can't do this easily with the 
platter in situ. A basic wire tool could help. A 
simple rocker-switch controls power on/off, 
but it is placed on the opposite side of the 
base to the arm, so if you stick the arm in the 
traditional 'back-right, two-o'clock' position, 
the switch is less obvious and the badge 
position apparently incorrect. Wb prefers to 
stick the arm base right at the back, which 
doesn't complicate the process of cueing, 
but does make the lift/lower lever less acces
sible. Still, that's probably a good thing. 
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Isolation platforms 
Having undertaken the fiddly but fairly 

straightforward process of setting up the 

Circle, I plonked it down atop a Mana stand 

and spun a few slabs of the black stuff. First 

results were pretty lively; even after a bit of 

VTA adjustment and the addition of two dif

ferent isolation devices, there was still quite 

a lot of excitement in the sound. Some 

music sounded very good, but there was a 

distinct preference for certain instruments 

that my speakers hadn't revelled in before. 

Clearly I needed greater mechanical iso

lation. A Townshend Audio Seismic Sink 

Stand (SSS) stood to hand, but it was 
crowned by an SME Model 20 turntable. If 

you think cat juggling's difficult, you should 

try swapping heavy record players' The 

Circle isn't as light as it looks, and really 

benefits from a degree of acoustic decou

pling. I could hardly believe the transforma

tion brought about by the SSS. For example, 

with the choir and organ of Philip Glass's 

Koyaanisqatsi- deep voices, deeper organ 

- it was as if I'd opened the doors to the 

venue: depth, ambience and timbre came 

flooding out. This is a serious turntable, but 

I wonder how many listeners will realise just 

how serious it is. 

I had to keep reminding myself that at 

heart this was a £795 product, because in 

many ways it displays many virtues of the 
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Turntable speed is changed by removing 
the platter and moving the drive belt. 

aforementioned SME. Inevitably, because of 

its massive construction, the latter has 

greater low-frequency solidity and sonic sta

bility, but the Circle keeps time evenly with

out drawing attention to itself, and generates 

stereo images in an enthusiastic, open man

ner hinting at old-school valve amps. 

There is certainly no shortage of resolu

tion, since information retrieval is its forte, 

and instruments sound convincing as they 

take their place in the soundstage with little 

hesitation or uncertainty. The overall bal-

ance is a little further forward than neutral, 

so if your speakers seem a little over

civilised or reticent, the Circle should bal

ance them nicely. And it should work well 

with less extravagant ancillaries - try a 

Rega arm, and Grado or Shure cartridge for 

instance. You won't hear the same amount 

of detail but balance will be more relaxed. 

Though turntables can be neutral, this 

quality seldom makes them popular. They 

exist to breathe energy into record collec

tions. And the Circle in any guise is more 

than capable of this- renditions of School 

Days, Rage Against the Machine and Prince 

Far-1 & The Arabs left me in little doubt. 

Conclusion 
it's about time that the middle echelon of 

turntables had some new blood. Michell's 

Gyrodec and Nottingham Analogue's 

SpaceDeck have had this market to them

selves too long. The Circle offers sound and 

aesthetics pitched between the latter incum

bents, but with resolving capabilities to 

match. Like the Spacedeck it has no dust 

cover, but practicalities take a back seat with 

LP. The joy of vinyl is hearing great music 

from the medium it was made for, of using a 

totally honest tool. If you have black discs in 

your cupboard, spin a few on the Circle and 

join the analogue underground. � 
Wilson benesch e (0114) 285 2656 
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STATEMENTS EXCLUSIVE HELlOS STARGATE 

Black Light 
In this World Exclusive review, 

Jason Kennedy auditions a new 

French CD player and asks the 

eternal question: how much 

more black could it be? 

I 
t's a funny old world. While British 

hi-fi specialists like SME have found 

industrial markets for their particu

lar kind of precision engineering, 

French defence contractor ETNA has cre

ated a subdivision, Helios, to produce CD 

players. To date the project has borne fruit 
in three from-loading designs, plus the 
Stargate product you see before you. And 

behind it all is one Didier de Luca, alleged 
pal of Micromega main-man Daniel Schar, 

who clearly reckons he can go one better 

than his compatriot. 

The £2,550 Stargate is a hefty three

legged lump with looks that suggest Darth 

Vader, but a somewhat more articulate voice 
than the dark lord. Its transport mechanism 

sits in a blacker-than-black bay, with disc
clamping effected by a full-diameter fibrous 
puck built into the manually-operated lid. 
While not exactly replete with features, 

Stargate caters for most CD users' 
needs, and its fancier func

tions can be operated by 

remote control. It has 

run o' the mill sock

ets, with RCA 
p h o n o s  f o r  
d i g i t a l  a n d  
analogue out
p u t s .  (I w a s  

surprised not to 

find balanced 

XLR s o c k e t s  

given the price

point. Owners of 

Stateside-style amps 
may miss this interface.) 
The piano-black finish will be 
a joy to polishers everywhere, but a 
pain to the less fastidious. Still, it looks great, 
and the blue display works a treat with the 
little stainless-steel buttons. 

A number of unusual features are con

cealed beneath Stargate's shiny bodywork. 

These include a Crystal chipset that's pro

prietary to Helios, and a logic card designed 
in-house. ETNA is a data-transfer and logic 
control specialist, so naturally it has a head 
starr in this department. It even goes so far 
as to suggest that it has virtually eliminated 
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jitter. The analogue output is a hot little 

pure-Class-A device with an unusually high 

output. In subjective terms alone it sounds 

twice as loud as my usual player. 

The player has three feet: two metal/rub

ber composite units at the front, and a big 

spike at the rear. In theory the latter acts as 
a 'valve' for unwanted mechanical energy: 
what it lets out it keeps our. Thus the trans

port mechanism, a Philips CD12.4, sits in a 

chassis of graphite and 
carbon-fibre designed ro 

transfer vibration into 

the energy-sink 

spike. l was told 
that the player 

p r e f e r s  a 
h e a v y 
support; so I 
u s e d  t h e  

Townshend 

A u d i o 

Seismic Sink 

Stand (see also 

p20), which is 

definitely heavy, 

even if it isn't high mass 
in the traditional sense. 

Adventures in dynamics 
This player made its debut in my system with 
the help of Densen's Beat B-100 amp, Living 

Voice Auditorium speakers and signal cables 

from Acoustic Precision and Electrofluidics. 

Resulrs were spectacular. The Stargare cre
ates a big, ballsy dynamic sound, revelling in 
midrange detail and low frequency expan
siveness. It made an excellent job of Coldcur's 
More Beats And Pieces track from the recent 
album Let Us Play. Revealed in sharp relief 

were the sculpted textures and sonic shapes 

of samples on this eclectic slice of post-mod

ern hip-hopware. And I was almost blown 

out of my seat by 'the heavy bit' in King 

Crimson's Lark's Tongues Tn Aspic. It's a 
dynamic recording anyway, but this was 

only the second time I've been caught 
unawares by its dynamic contrasts 

You pay the price of slight glare for such 
musical ebullience. Thankfully, Acoustic 

Precision's Black Box m a ins conditioner did 
away with the unwanted sheen. For a long 

while I was certain of having found a wor

thy challenger to the Acoustic Precision 

Eikos, with more specific spatial resolution 
and staggering portrayal of detail. It costs 

over £600 more than the Eikos, but was it 
really better? Only one way to find out: 
Happy Families (another King Crimson 
track, this time from Lizard), which has 

tripped up CD players in the past and looks 
likely to keep on repeating the trick. Because 

not even the beautiful Gallic dynamo could 

dig out all of the Crimson track's intricacies. 

It couldn't match the Eikos's depth perspec

tive, which is the only way ro make sense of 

high-density musical material. 

Conclusion 
I found much ro enjoy in the Stargate. Its 
enthusiasm is contagious, it creates expan
sive, dynamic soundstages, and guarantees 

musical enjoyment. It reminds us how much 

of CD's potential goes unrealised, and how 

evolving playback equipment has addressed 
all but the most hard-core criticisms of the 
digital format's shortcomings. If your system 
sounds uninspired try a Helios and inject 
some light into your listening! � 
Absolute Analogue a (01425) 654488 
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EI.ECTROCOMPANIET EC 4-6/AWI20 DMB STATEMENTS 

Electric Dreams 
Alan Sircom heats up his living room with a Class A Norwegian pre-power pairing, 

and finds it an affjordable means of creating most convincing stereo imagery. 

B
ack in the days when Britain was 

grappling with three-day-weeks 
and power curs, a Norwegian 
chap by the name of Per 

Abrahamsen was developing the revolu

tionary 25 Watt Electrocompaniet power 

amplifier, which finally did away with rhe 

stereotypical 'transistor sound'. Like rhe 

Linn Sondek LP12 turntable, Mark 

Levinson ML-2 power amplifier and Audio 
Research SP-10 preamp, Per's amp made a 

much better sound than most of its ilk, and 
helped pave the way for exotic solid-state 

gear we have known and loved ever since. 

The same Electrocompaniet ideals survive 

today, in a pair of power amplifiers comple

mented by a host of different preamplifiers, 

phono stages and even an integrated amp or 

two. This impressive portfolio includes the 
£1,750 Preampliwire EC 4.6 remote-con

trolled line preamp, and the £2,695 
Ampliwire A W 120 DMB power amp. 

'Ampliwire' is nor some obscure translation 

from the Norwegian, nor the product of a 

designer with a speech impediment. Instead, 

it denotes that Electrocompaniet is trying to 

attain that great high-end amplifier goal: rhe 

'straight wire with gain'. 

Both pre and power ampli

fiers follow similar lines. The 

amplifier is divided into 

separate input and output 

gain blocks. The input 

block is a transconduc
tance amplifier circuit 

w i t h o u t  f e e d b a c k ,  

designed to prevent large 

output voltages interfer

ing with the small input 

signals. By C()ntrast, the out

put gain block is a transresis
tance amplifier with parallel feed
back, which prevents very high frequencies 

from entering the feedback loop. The idea is 
to keep key distortions at bay and obviate the 

need for extremely wide bandwidth. 
Both pre and power amps are Class A 

designs, and lose more energy to heat than 

the average kettle. (Bad for your electricity 

bill; good for sound quality.) And only on 

examining power supply and reservoir 
capacitance provisions do you start to notice 
differences between rhe two amps. EC 4.6 
has a SOYA toroidal transformer, while A W 
120 DMB requires two 650VA toroids. The 
A W 120 DMB also sports six rimes more 

reservoir capacitance than the preamp. Bur 
then the EC 4.6 doesn'r claim to deliver 120 
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lij§M!i.tg.f,i.$1Ui§i§ft@$ft''·'AJ•l§l:l European amps beating US gear at its own game. I 
Warts per channel into an eight Ohm load! 

The EC 4.6 has four single-ended (phono) 

line inputs and one single-ended tape moni
tor circuit. There is a balanced (XLR) line 

input, which can only be used if the preamp 
works in balanced output mode; but of course 

there are single-ended phono outputs as well. 

The Perspex front panel is minimalist and 

retro in style, with four gold-plated knobs 

controlling choice of source, record

ing output, balance and vol

ume. There is a push-button 

on/off switch in the mid

dle, and green LEDs on 

the four knobs. But that 
is a positive embarras

menr of riches com

pared to the remote 

handset. This elegant 

slab of black metacry

late allows you to alter rhe 

volume and balance ... er, 

and that's it. As you'd expect, 
the larger A W 120 DMB wins out 

in the minimalism stakes, with just a sin
gle central push-button and green LED. 

Make them sing 

Both units take a bout 30 minutes to come on 
song from power-up, bur when they do, they 

pump out music with great panache. This is 

high-end sound writ large: a dark, brooding 
musical presence that makes you want to 
play more and more music. Paired, they com
bine the feel of a powerful US muscle amp 

with the kind of easy rhythmic skills heard 
in the best British gear, all the rime sweetly 

flowing like a valve-powered design. 

If this sounds like an ideal vehicle for 
chillin' out with some mellow Cher Baker, it 

is. Yet this dynamic duo will mix it with 

Schoenberg at his most structurally dense, 

and keeps its head with James Brown in full 

funk flow. Its strongest point is a lack of 

ersatz 'hi-fi-ness' in the treble, frequencies 

which so often sound glassy and fierce with 

big transistor amps. The worst point is a 

sense of rhythmic inertia that will not attract 

those who play a lot of dance music or heavy 

metal. Within those boundaries exists sound 

that is hugely detailed, yet never ostenta

tious or overtly dramatic. 

I'd have to cite the pair's imaging abili

ties as among the very best of any European

built hi-fi products. With the right speakers 
and a good recording, there is a truly three 

dimensional feel to the soundstage, but this 

is nothing compared to the almost visceral 

presence of musicians in the room. You 

won't get much closer to live performance 

without living, breathing musicians, or ille

gal psychotropic drugs. Non-American hi-fi 

that plays the Yanks' own game so success
fully is rare indeed. 

Considered individually, the two units 

are of roughly similar quality. I'd say the 
power amplifier besrs the preamplifier in 

absolute terms, but in no way does the lat

ter hold back the quality of the former. The 

preamp is merely very good indeed, while the 

power amplifier is excellent. And both move 

up a notch when used in balanced mode. 
Some years ago,Jimmy Hughes suggested 

that the appearance of a product often dic
tates its performance. If ever there was a jus
tification for this statement, it is in the 

Electrocompaniet EC 4.6 and A W 120 DMB. 

The style is opulent, elegant and refined
and so is the sound. � 
Sound Image 1:: (0181) 255 6868 
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Sevenoaks 
TOP TEN 
CD Albums 

only ,9.99 each 

Celine Dion - Let's Talk About Love 

Spice Girls - Spice World 

The Verve - Urban Hymns 

Eternal - Greatest Hits 

Lightning Seeds - Like You Do ... Best Of 

Enya - Paint T he Sky W ith Stars 

Texas -White On Blonde 

Backstreet Boys - Backstreet's Back 

Sorry - no other titles available. 
Max 3 discs per customer. Offer subject to 
availability. Personal callers only, E&OE. 

30 SEVENOAKS HI Fl BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 

. SEVENOAKS 
01732 459555 
I 09-1 13 London Road 

. ABERDEEN 
01224 587070 
491 Union Street 

. BEDFORD 
01234 272779 
2 9-31 St Peters Street 

• BIRMINGHAM 
0121 233 2977 
12 Queensway Arches, #fl' 
Livery Street 

,..,. . BRIGHTON 
01273 733338 
55 Preston Street 

�BRISTOL 
�0117 974 3727 

92B White Ladies Road, 
Clifton 

• BURY ST EDMUNDS 
01284 753776 
47 Churchgate Street 

�CARDIFF 
� 01222 472899 

I 04-1 06 Albany Road 

. CARLISLE 
01228 590775 
3 Earls Lane 
(Next to Bus Depot) 

. CHELSEA 
0171 352 9466 
403 Kings Road, SW I 0 

• CHELTENHAM 
01242 241171 
24 Pittville Street 

. CROYDON 
0181 665 1203 
373 London Road 

. ENFIELD 
0181 342 1973 
7 Genotin Road 

. ESSEX 
01376 501733 
I The Grove Centre, 
Witham 

. GUILDFORD 
01483 536666 
73b North Street 

. HULL 
Opening Early 1998 Mail Order 0 1732 458985 

• KINGSTON 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 
0181 547 0717 
43 Fife Road 

• LEEDS 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
0113 245 2775 
I I 2 Vicar Lane 

• MAIDSTONE 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01622 686366 
96 Week Street 

� NEWCASTLE 
�0191 221 2320 

19 Newgate Street 

• NORWICH 
01603 767605 
29/29A St Giles Street 

• OXFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01865 241773 
41 St Clements 

• PETERBOROUGH 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 
01733 897697 
36 Park Road 

.PRESTON 
01772 825777 
40-41 Lune Street 

• READING 
0118 959 7768 
3 & 4 Kingswalk 

.SHEFFIELD 
0114 255 5861 
Old Sheffield Savings 
Bank, 635 Queens Rd, 
Heeley 

33 London Road 

• TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
01892 531543 
28-30 St Johns Road 

. WATFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01923 213533 
478 St Albans Road 

• WORCESTER 
01905 612929 
2 Reindeer Court 



PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIF Y PRICE AND AVAILABILIT Y BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

CD PLAYERS Denon TU215RDS £ 129.00 
Arcam Alpha 7 (improved) £ 329.95 Denon TU425RDS £ 169.00 
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 449.95 Kenwood KT 2080RDS £ 89.00 
Arcam Alpha 8SE £ 599.95 Kenwood KT 3080RDS £ 109.00 
Audiolab 8000 CD £ 999.95 Marantz ST 57 £ 149.95 
Cyrus DAD3 £ 599.95 Meridian 504 £ 694.95 
Cyrus DAD3Q £ 899.95 Rotel RT935AX £ 159.95 
Denon DCD425 £ 129.00 Sony ST SESOO £ 109.00 
Denon DCD635 £ 154.00 Sony ST SE700 £ 139.00 
Denon DCD825 £ 199.00 Yamaha TX480L £ 99.95 
Exposure CD £1049.95 AMPLIFIERS 
Kenwood DP3080 MKII £ I 09.00 Arcam Alpha 7 (improved) £ 259.95 
Marantz CD36 £ 89.00 Arcam Alpha 8 (improved) £ 359.95 
Marantz CD46 £ 109.00 Arcam Alpha 9 £ 499.95 
Marantz CD48 £ 169.00 Arcam Alpha I 0 £ 799.95 
Marantz CD67SE £ 249.00 Audiolab 8000LX £ 469.95 
Marantz CD6311KI Signature £ 399.95 Audiolab 8000A £ 499.95 
Marantz CD 17KI Signature £1099.95 Audiolab 8000S £ 699.95 
Meridian 506 20 Bit £1099.95 Cyrus SL £ 399.95 
Meridian 508 24 Bit £1994.95 Cyrus MR3 Multiroom £ 599.95 
Micromega Stage 4 £ 599.95 Cyrus Ill i £ 599.95 
Micromega Stage 5 £ 749.95 Denon PMA250SE £ 134.00 
Micromega Stage 6 £ 949.95 Denon PMA350SE £ 169.00 
Pioneer PDSSOS Precision £ 459.95 Exposure P.O.A. 

Roksan Caspian £ 894.9S Marantz PM 57 £ 169.00 
Rotel RCD930AX £ 149.00 Marantz PM66SE £ 189.00 
Rotel RCD950 £ 199.00 Marantz PM66KI Signature £ 399.95 
Sony CDPXE31 0 £ 99.00 Meridian SS I £ 794.95 
Sony CDPXE51 0 £ 114.00 Pioneer A300R Precision £ 399.95 
Sony CDPXE900E £ 209.00 Roksan Caspian £ 694.95 
Technics SLPG480A £ 89.00 Rotel RA920AX £ 89.00 
Technics SLPG580A £ 109.00 Rotel RA931 £ 134.00 
CD MULTIPLAYERS Sony TAF248E £ 159.00 
Arcam MCD £ 449.95 Sony TAF448E Brooklands £ 199.00 
Kenwood DPR3090 £ 89.00 Talk Electronics Storm 2L £ 649.9S 
Kenwood DPR4090 £ 109.00 PREAMPLIFIERS 
Kenwood DPR7090 £ 209.00 Arcam Alpha 9C £ 399.95 
CD TRANSPORTS Audiolab 8000C £ 579.95 
Audiolab 8000CDM £1399.95 Audiolab 8000PPA £ 999.95 
Meridian 500 £1244.95 Audiolab 8000Q £1249.95 
DACS Cyrus Pre £ 649.95 
Audiolab 8000DAX 24 Bit £ 999.95 Meridian 50 1.2 £ 694.95 
Meridian 566 24 Bit £1294.95 Meridian 502 £1294.95 
Musical Fidelity X-ACT £ 129.95 Musical Fidelity X-Pre £ 199.95 
MINI DISC/CD RECORDERS Rotel RC971 £ 134.00 
Kenwood DM3090 £ 249.95 Talk Electronics Whirlwind PSU £ 649.95 
Kenwood DM5090 £ 329.95 Talk Electronics Hurricane 4LP £ 899.95 
Philips CDR870 CD Recorder£ 499.95 Talk Electronics Hurricane 3L £ 899.95 
Sony MDSJESI 0 C�im free Minidim £ 199.00 Talk Electronics Hurricane 4L £1099.95 
CASSETTE DECKS POWER AMPLIFIERS 
Denon DRMSSO £ 134.00 Arcam Alpha 8P £ 249.95 
Denon DRWS80 Twin £ 169.00 Arcam Alpha 9P £ 399.95 
Denon DRM650S £ 169.00 Arcam Alpha I OP £ 599.95 
Kenwood KXW4080Twin £ 109.00 Audiolab 8000SX £ 549.95 
Pioneer CTVV806DR £ 249.00 Audiolab 8000PX £ 849.95 
Sony T CKE400S £ 129.00 Audiolab 8000MX Mono (each) £ 899.95 
Sony T CKA6ES £ 419.00 Cyrus XPA £ 299.95 
Technics RSBX50 I K £ 149.00 Cyrus PSXR Power Supply £ 329.95 
Yamaha KX390 £ 129.00 Cyrus Power £ 499.95 
Yamaha KX580SE £ 199.00 Meridian SOS Mono (each) £ 794.95 
TURNTABLES Meridian 556 £ 894.95 
Michell Gyrodec/RB300 £1020.95 Meridian 557 £1399.95 
NAD533 £ 189.00 Musical Fidelity X-ASO Mono (pair) £ 499.95 
Project 0.5 £ 159.95 Rotel RB971 £ 179.00 
Project I £ 199.95 Rotel RB981 £ 269.00 
TUNERS Talk Electronics Tornado 2 £ 599.95 
Arcam Alpha 7 £ 229.95 Talk Electronics Tornado 4 M (pair) £1099.95 
Arcam Alpha 8 £ 279.95 LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair) 
Audiolab 8000T £ 799.95 Acoustic Energy AE I OOi £ 199.95 
Cyrus FM7 £ 399.95 Acoustic Energy AE I 09 £ 349.95 
Denon TU260L £ 99.00 Acoustic Energy AE 120 £ 499.95 

INTEREST FREE 
Spread the cost of buying selected quality hi fi separates 
and loudspeakers with our 0% finance terms. Up to 24 
months interest free. 

Written details on request. 0% APR. Subject to status. 

B&W DM302 £ 129.00 LASER DISC PLAYERS 

B&W DM601 £ 169.00 Pioneer CLDDSIS-1 £ 379.00 
B&W DM602 £ 259.00 Pioneer CLDD925 £ 489.00 
B&W DM603 £ 429.00 SURROUND AMPLIFIERS 

B&W CDMI £ 599.95 Arcam AY50 £ 699.95 
B&W CDM7 £ 999.95 Sony TAVA8ES £ 479.00 
B&W P4 £ 674.95 Yamaha DSPA492 £ 199.00 
Castle lsis (Deluxe Extra)£ 249.95 Yamaha DSPA592 £ 299.00 
Castle Severn MK I (Srandard Finish) £ 349.00 Yamaha DSPA I 092 £ 799.00 

Castle Kendal (Deluxe Extra)£ 449.95 Yamaha DSPA3090 £1299.00 

Castle Severn 2 (Deluxe Extra)£ 579.95 SURROUND RECEIVERS 

Castle Avon (Deluxe Extra)£ 729.95 Denon AVRI400 £ 499.95 

Castle Harlech (Deluxe Extra)£ 879.95 Denon AVR3200 £ 999.95 

Epos ES 12 £ 499.95 Kenwood KRV5090 £ 139.00 

Epos ES22 £1184.95 Kenwood KRV6090 £ 169.00 

Epos ES30 £2384.95 Yamaha RXV392 £ 199.00 

Heybrook Optima £ 259.95 Yamaha RXVS92 £ 369.00 

JBL Control I (C or G) £ 74.00 SURROUND PROCESSORS 

Kef Coda 7SE £ 129.00 Arcam Xeta Two £ 649.95 

KefQIS £ 179.00 Cyrus AV Master £ 699.95 

Kef Q35 £ 319.00 Meridian P.O.A 

Kef QSS £ 429.00 Sony SDPEP9ES £ 419.00 

Mission 731 Pro £ 99.00 Yamaha APDI Demodulator £ 99.95 

Mission 733i £ 199.00 Yamaha DSPE492 £ 249.95 

Mission 750LE £ 249.95 Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder £ 349.95 

Mission 752f (Deluxe Extra)£ 579.95 CENTRE SPEAKERS 

Mission 753f (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95 Acoustic Energy AE I 07C £ 149.95 

Mission 754f (Deluxe Extra) £1299.95 B&W CIOO £ 129.95 

Monitor Audio Monitor 2 (Bik) £ 299.95 B&W CC6 £ 199.00 

Monitor Audio Monitor 3 (Bik) £ 399.95 Kef 80C £ 119.00 

Monitor Audio Monitor 4 (Bik) £ 499.95 Kef Q95C £ 179.00 

Monitor Audio 700PMC (Bik) £ 599.95 Kef Model I 00 £ 299.00 

Monitor Audio 703PMC (Bik) £ 799.95 Mission 73C £ 99.00 

Monitor Audio 70SPMC (Bik) £ 1399.9S Mission 7SC (Bik) £ 229.00 

Monitor Audio Studio 2SE (Bik) £ 599.95 Mordaunt Short T I 000 £ 239.95 

Monitor Audio Studio 12 (Bik) £ 999.95 Polk CS250 £ 249.95 

Monitor Audio Studio lOSE (Bik) £2199.95 Ruark Dialogue One £ 299.95 

Monitor Audio Studio SO (Bik) £3999.95 Tannoy MC £ 99.95 

Monitor Audio Studio 60 (Bik) £5999.95 Yamaha NSC60 £ 59.95 

Mordaunt Short MSO.S £ 99.95 Yam a ha NSC I OS £ 79.95 

Mordaunt Short MS I Oi Pearl £ 129.00 SURROUND SPEAKERS (Pair) 

Mordaunt Short MS20i Pearl £ 199.95 B&W SIOO £ 129.95 

Mordaunt Short MS25i Pearl £ 329.95 Boston P.O.A 

£ 199.95 Kef 60S £ 179.00 Polk RT 3 
£ 249.95 Kef 70S £ 269.00 Polk RT S 
£ 399.95 Mission 73$ £ 99.95 Polk RT 8 

Ruark Epilogue (Deluxe Extra)£ 239.95 Polk M2 £ 179.95 
Polk RTFX £ 349.95 Ruark Icon (Deluxe Extra)£ 399.95 

Ruark Templar 11 (Deluxe Extra)£ 559.95 Polk LSFX £ 449.95 
Yamaha NSE60 £ 79.95 Ruark Sceptre (Deluxe Extra)£ 599.95 
Yamaha NSE I 05 £ 99.00 Ruark Talisman ll (Deluxe Extra)£ 749.95 

Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95 SUB WOOFERS 
Acoustic Energy AE I 085 £ 299.95 Tangent Monitor I I (Bik) £ 179.95 
Kef 20B £ 319.00 Tannoy Mercury M I £ 119.95 

Tannoy Mercury M2 £ 129.00 Kef JOB £ 449.00 

Tannoy Mercury M3 £ 199.00 Mission ?SAS £ 549.95 

S YSTEMS Rei QSO £ 374.95 

Denon DB3 inc spks £ 269.00 Rei QIOOE £ 494.95 

Denon DCI inc spks £ 339.00 Rei Strata 11 £ 574.95 

Denon DM03 inc spks £ 449.00 Rei Storm £ 694.95 

Denon DC30 inc spks £ 449.00 Yamaha Y ST SW40 £ 139.95 

Denon DM7 (claim free spks) £ 579.95 Yamaha Y ST SW80 £ 179.95 
Yamaha Y ST SW300 £ 349.95 Denon DF07 (claim free spks) £ 649.95 
SPEAKER PACKAGES Denon D99W (claim free spks) £ 899.95 
Boston Micro 90t £ 999.95 Denon DFIO (claim free spks) £ 999.95 
Kef Q Series P.O.A Teac Ref 300 (claim free spks) £ 599.95 
Mission AV2i £ 299.00 Teac Ref 500 (claim free spks) £ 799.95 
Polk RM5300 £ 999.95 Yamaha CLAVIO (claim free spks) £ 899.95 

Yamaha CLIO (claim free spks) £ 949.95 Advertisement valid until at least 
Yamaha AVI inc spkrs £ 649.95 mid February 1998 E&OE. 

PRICE POLICY 
We promise some of the most competitive 
prices in the UK along with first class pre and 
after sales service. 

Altogether an unbeatable combination! 



ON TEST: LIFESTYLE SYSTEMS 

David Vivian checks out the latest 'lifestyle' audio systems. 

They look good, they're easy to use, but do they measure up as hi-fi? 

S
trange thing, hi-fi. Audiophiles 

look at it  and see something 

truly lovely. lt doesn't matter 

how many aesthetically-chal

lenged boxes there are, or how 

many cables looping conspicuously out of 

the back. What the eye tells the brain is 

manipulated by the value, reputation and 

performance of the kit it beholds. The 

attraction resides in hi-fi's intrinsic good

ness and capacity for emotional gratifica

tion; it resides in the way seemingly dis

parate separate elements combine into a 

synergistic and satisfying whole, which is 

much greater than the sum of its parts. 

Even interconnects seduce the smitten. 

Many people simply can't be bothered 

with all the boxes, and buy a mini system. 

All the systems were installed in true "lifestyle" 

context, both in rooms around the author's house, 

and one at a time in the listening room. Cables 

and interconnects packaged with the components 

were used throughout. Where the systems were 

supplied without speakers, they were auditioned 

with Mission's 731 Pro and Celestion's 12i book

shelf models. Equipment supports were supplied 

by Alphason Design, speaker stands came from 

Alphason Design and Slate Audio. 

WHAT MUSIC DID WE VSE? 
Fourplay: The Best of Fourplay on Warner Bros 

Jeff Lorber: Worth Waiting For on Verve Forecast 

Dave Grusin: Dave Grusin Presents West Side 

Story on N2K Encoded Music 

Arild Andersen: Hyperborean on ECM 

David Arnold: Shaken And Stirred 

on East West, Warner Bros 

Chuck Loeb: My Singing Hour on Jazz City 

Martin Taylor: Don't Fret on Linn Records 

Jason Rebello: A Clearer View on BMG Novus 
Dave Weckl: Master Plan on GRP 
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But why not? The enjoyment of music is 

meant to be a democratic business. If you 

don't want to go through the whole 'labour of 

love' number, it should be possible to buy a 

compact, all-in-one hi-fi system that doesn't 

look like the aftermath of an explosion in a 

recording studio. Take it home in one box, 

plug it into a single mains socket, kick back 

in a favourite chair with a remote control 

that does everything but prepare toasted 

sandwiches and expect it to sound 

absolutely marvellous. This is the computer 

generation- technology does it for us. Hi-fi 

in the late '90s has a lifestyle spin: it's slick, 

quick and raring to impress. 

Just five years ago this would have been 

a tough call. Purchasers of integrated sys

tems weren't interested in spending £700-

£1,000. They wanted swoopy styling and 

flashing lights for £300. Sonically, they got 

a bum deal. But they still bought systems by 

the lorry-load, and this was good, because it 

established the market and helped it to 

grow. Now there's a seamless progression 

from cheerfully grotty sub-£200 toy sys

tems, through all manner of gizmo-gorged 

mid-market music boxes, to the compara

tively jewel-like high-quality integrated sys

tems that join battle here. If you thought the 

only kind of supermini was a Fiat Punto, 

think again. Here's a collection of little 

movers that could change your preconcep

tions about hi-fi forever. 

The next step up from this is a collection 

of one-make components you can put 

together yourself- say, from Arcam, NAD 

or Rotel. The resulting systems will have a 

neat, one-brand house style but won't nec

essarily offer any more user-convenience 

than a regular pot-pourri of separates. 

True integrated systems aren't just a col

lection of components from one manufac-

THE CAST LIST 

MODEL •••.••••.•••••••••••••••••.•. PRICE ............. PAGB 

B&O BeoSound Century ..... £1,075 ............. p55 

Denon DM-7 ..................... from £649.99 ... p57 

JVC EX-TD77R .................. £699.99 ........... p59 

Kenwood XD9580MD ........ £799.95 ........... p61 

Pioneer NS-7 ................... £799.99 ........... p63 

Sony Scala 2 .......... ...... ..... £899.99 .......... p65 

Teac Ref 500 system ......... £799.99 ........... p66 

Technics SC-HD70 ............ £650 ................ p68 

Yamaha Classic Line ..... ..... £899.95 ........... p70 

turer. There must be a high degree of inter

component connectivity to form a communi

cations loop with the remote control. And for 

starters, the latter must be able to alter 

volume levels and input selections. 

All these systems offer such luxuries, and 

more. The Bang & Olufsen responds auto

matically to your approach, and tells you 

which buttons to press. The Pioneer has a 

stealth option that allows you to hide away 

most of the boxes and just have a perspex 

display and two vanishingly discreet speak

ers on show. The JVC's speakers have built

in subwoofers, the Sony's power amplifier 

has MOSFET output stages, the Technics 

system conceals a very natty digital ampli

fier. These are not dull products. The ones 

with the real sound quality, though, are from 

Denon and Teac. 

Would they win the day? There was a 

sure-fire way to find out. Instead of testing 

each system individually, I unpacked all 

nine and set them up around the house, 

bringing each one into the listening room as 

required. There were notes and comparisons 

but, at the end of the session, there was a I so 

one system I ended up using for my personal 

enjoyment. Read on and find out which! 

HI-Fl CHOICE 



Bang & Olufsen's brochure is a classic of 

cold-eyed pretension. Interspersed with 

stark black-and-white photographs of real 

B&O customers in lifestyle situations, the 

highlighted text says stuff like: "Without art, 

I wouldn't be able to get out of bed in the 

morning." Know the feeling. And: "I used to 

have a jazz life. Then we had three chil

dren." Mmmm, great. 

The BeoSound Century may be B&O's 

entry-level system - a sort of post-Habitat 

ghetto blaster- but it's every bit as much of 

a design statement as the extraordinary 

BeoSystem 9000 (HFC 160). it's a conver

sation starter (and stopper). it has a smoked 

glass door covering the CD and tape trans

ports, which glides to one side magically 

when you approach it. Only the buttons you 

need to worry about are lit up. To be honest, 

as an object it's wonderful, and if you 

haven't fallen in love within five minutes of 

taking it out of the box, you might as well put 

it back. If you trip over the mains cable in 

your eagerness to fire it up and see what it 

B&O BEOSOlJliJD CENTURY- VERDICT 

SO'CJND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £1,075.00 

0 The last word in desi&n and ergonomics. This ghetto 
blaster for the incurably stylish sounds all right, too. 
Hard not to like. 

181 B&O UK Ltd. 630 Wharfedale Road, Winnersh, 

Wokingham, Berks RG41 5GP 

fil (01734) 692288. [After Jan I, 1998, (0118) 969 2288.) 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

sounds like, you've missed the 

point. it may be hi-fi, but not as 

we know it. 

B&O says the Century is a big 

sound made handy. it measures 

just llcm deep and weighs a lug

gable 12kg. The slenderness of the 

design allows a range of siting options: a 

wall, a shelf, even the floor. it comprises a 

CD player, auto-reverse/auto-recording-level 

HX-Pro tape deck, FM/AM tuner with 30 

presets, connections for headphones and 

optional Beo4 remote control. it can be 

ordered with a wall bracket and combined 

handle/FM antenna. The built-in speakers 

are driven by a claimed 20 Watt amplifier. 

So you reach out towards the Century 

and the glass door whispers aside. All the 

relevant buttons light up in red. Pressing a 

red button makes the system respond -

either by carrying out your instructions, or by 

making another set of buttons available to 

you, or both. Better still, use the Beo4 

remote, which is cool, nuggety and tactile. 

Sound quality 
The Century never sounds less than compe

tent; occasionally it's pretty good. Clean and 

dynamic recordings such as Fourplay's 

Higher Ground are portrayed with impres

sive clarity and verve, though a less pleasing 

aspect of the super-slim speakers is the 

rather samey (if surprisingly weighty) bass. 

While making recordings from CD and 

the detailed, hiss-free tuner, the cassette 

deck proved itself a very capable performer, 

ON TEST: LIFESTYLE SYSTEMS 

p r e s e r v i n g  

the emotional 

content of the 

signal source, as 

well as its basic 

fidelity. The deck 

also excels with pre

recorded tapes, which it renders not merely 

intelligible but satisfyingly musical. 

Initially, the B&O sounded more reticent 

and 'polite' than the other minis in the test, 

but easing up the volume injected a wel

come degree of life and pace. 

The system's sonic signature has a cool, 

clean, refined, pristine quality that goes with 

the spare visual style of the unit. it's more 

than good enough to provide a classy back

wash of sound at a dinner party. it goes 

pretty loud, too, but complains strongly 

when pushed a notch too far. Having the 

speakers so close together is an obvious lim

itation on stereo breadth. 

Another of the B&O's thrill-muzzling 

traits is a slight lack of openness. Although 

it's surprisingly good at resolving depth, 

things sound a little squashed and airless 

laterally. For all its clarity, integration and 

tidiness, this mildly closed-in feeling does 

put a cap on expressive power. 

8&0 asks a high price for what, in the 

end, is modest sound quality. But the 

Century looks so much better than most hi-fi 

(even the style-conscious opposition here), 

its failures in ultimate fidelity seem almost 

trifling. We could live with one. � 
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Billed as a 'Super Micro 

System', the Denon DM-7 

makes no bones about seeking 

to combine the sound quality of a 

good separates set up, with the user

friendliness of a modestly-dimensioned 

micro. Denon knows how to do this. Its up

market integrated systems have set the pace 

for a few years now. 

In basic form (£649.99) the DM-7 con

sists of a receiver, three-disc CD changer and 

cassette deck. lt can be purchased with 

speakers for £69.99 more. The receiver mar

ries a claimed 30 Watt output with a 30-pre

set AM/FM RDS tuner. lt has a sleep/record 

timer and even a digital input/output. The CD 

changer uses a multi-bit DAC and the auto

reverse cassette deck totes Dolby B, C and 

synchronised CD recording. Our package 

included the optional Mini Disc player, which 

has optical inputs and outputs as well as 

analogue connections. (Its presence 

increases the package price to £1 ,099.99.) 

Each component is housed in cute silver 

and grey casework just 21 Omm wide and 

95mm high. The UK-benchmarked speak

ers look a bit dowdy, though. They're two

way designs with three drive units: two 

12cm bass-mids, and a dome tweeter. Even 

so, they handle a useful 80 Watts and boast 

proper binding posts. Why, then, does the 

Hl-FI CHOICE 
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receiver's amp section 

make do with spring clip 

terminals? Perennial gripe. 

Never mind, I sidelined the 

Denon speakers for a pair of 

Celestion's cheap (£119) and capable 

bookshelf 12is, which sounded fine. 

Sound quaUty 
The DM-7 sounds very grown-up and pol

ished: big, solid and detailed. Bass is pow

erful and punchy. And if the treble can be a 

bit splashy with the supplied cheapo patch

cord interconnects, substituting a decent 

£30-£50 design from Straight Wire or 

Puresonic et al makes everything fuller, 

richer and more involving. 

lt plays loud without obvious strain and 

breezes through all types of music. I like 

jazz, but not all hi-fi does. Atonality, disso

nance and horribly complex polyrhythms are 

commonplace. On a system that doesn't 

have its wits about it, this stuff doesn't just 

sound 'difficult' but 'impossible'. Your first 

and strongest instinct is to reach for the 'off' 

switch. A good system like the DM-7, 

though, will make sense out of the apparent 

mayhem, allow you to hear structure and 

progression, and reveal why individual 

strands contribute to the whole. 

More important even than this is a sys

tem's ability, when the occasion demands, 

ON TEST: LifESTYLE SYSTEMS 

to communicate a sense of fun. The bottom 

line is that it's got to be able to swing, lock 

onto a groove, and get your bits moving. If it 

doesn't involve you on this level, it doesn't 

matter how deep the bass goes: you just 

won't get no satisfaction. 

What so impressed me about the Denon 

system was precisely this sense of fun and 

ebullience. ECM's haunting and understated 

recording of double-bassist Arild Andersen, 

with the Cikada String Quartet, had greater 

presence and drive, and sounded even more 

engaging than it does usually. 

To borrow a boxing analogy, this system 

is on its toes, ducking and diving - never 

leaden or flat-footed. lt can hit hard but its 

real skill is in keeping the pressure on, deliv

ering an all-action performance. 

In a word, it's exciting. Recording to tape 

or MD is good, too. No component suffers in 

comparison to another. Plain excellent. 

DENON DM-7 -VERDICT 

***** 
***** 
£649."....._ ........... ...,, 

£1,199." ..... IlD 

Doesn't quite sw.p all before it this time out. but a 

crackin& mini systam nonetheless. Pukka Denon 

sound, areat to use. 

Hayden Labs ltd, Hayden House, Chiltem Hill, Chalfont St 

Peter, Gerrards Cross, Bucks, Sl9 9UG 

(01753) 888447 
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With Cinema DSP, you'll be amazed at 
what comes out of the woodwork. 

Bats screech overhead. Wolves howl in the distance. And footsteps crunch across your 
living room floor. 

No, it's not your imagination. You're hearing sounds placed around the room, just as the 
director intended. 

All courtesy ofYamaha Cinema DSP. T he home theatre technology that gives dialogue 
more definition. Music, more dimension. And sound effects, more graphic detail. 

Only Yamaha Cinema DSP creates phantom speakers that fully replicate the experience 
you get in multi-speaker movie theatres. It sounds so real, in fact, you'll swe�r you hear 
sounds in places that you don't even have speakers. 

As you might imagine, a breakthrough like this is no small feat. It's accomplished by 
multiplying the effects of Digital Sound Field Processing and Dolby Pro Logic.® 

TM 

CINEMA DSP 

Only Yamaha 
Cinema DSP 
creates phantom 
speakers. It sounds 
so real, you'll swear 
you hear sounds in 

places you don't 
even have speakers. 

Digital Sound Field Processing is Yamaha's unique technology that electronically recreates some of the finest performance venues 
in the world. And Dolby Pro Logic is the technology responsible for placing sound around the room, matching the dialogue and 
sound effects with the action on the screen. 

Together, these two technologies allow Yamaha to offer a complete range of home theatre components that outperform other 
comparatively priced products on the market. 

Stop by your local Yamaha dealer for what could be a very eerie demonstration. Maybe we can't talk you into a system, but that 
doesn't mean we can't scare you into one. 

For your local Yamaha Dealer telephone: (01923) 233166. 

Name ........ . 

Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd, 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WDI 7)S. Dolby Pro Logic is a registered trademark of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation. 

To: Yamaha Electronics (UK) Ltd. 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, Herts. WD1 7JS. Tel: (01923) 233166 

Please send me full information on Yamaha Hi-Fi Components and AN Range. 

. .......................................... Address .................................................................... . . 

......... Tel. 

Please state where you saw this advertisement 



.JVC EX-TD77R 
This is a good-looking 

two-box mini - narrow 

but deep, and substan

tially built. You get a three

disc CD changer, a single cas

sette deck and an AM/FM RDS 

tuner. The supplied SP-TD? speakers have 

built-in 120mm active subwoofers with 

JVC's "labyrinth port" technology. They're 

magnetically shielded and have two sets of 

terminals. Bi-wire cable is supplied. 

The units look and feel up-market with 

weighty metal casings, curved facias and 

subtly sculpted controls. JVC's Compu Play 

feature allows you to switch power on and 

off, and play any function with a single but

ton stroke. The comprehensive remote con

trol isn't exactly intuitive, but easy enough 

once you've read the manual. 

The tape player has a 'CD sync' recording 

function and Dolby B noise reduction, but 

little else, while the tuner benefits from all 

the usual RDS functions. But don't mistake 

this for minimalism. There are more special 

effects than you can shake a stick at, includ

ing three types of surround mode. 3D 

Phonic simulates surround sound with just 

two speakers. JVC calls it a "nearly-surround 

effect". Choose Action, Drama or Theatre 

from the menu. The other two surround 

modes are Dolby Pro-Logic (with additional 

speakers) and DAP which creates Jazz Club, 

Symphony and News sound fields. 

In the digital domain it's a relatively easy 

matter to create and mix diverse elements 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

such as the quantity, 

delay time, direction, 

interval and attenua

tion of the early 

reflected sound, the den

sity of the reflected sound, 

plus time and high-frequency 

resonance of the reverberations. The early 

reflected sound and reverberations are 

added to the original signal in precise 

amounts and relationships, allegedly, to 

establish the new 'acoustic'. 

There's even an SEA (Sound Effect 

Amplifier), which serves up Rock, Pop and 

Classical settings with the possibility of cus

tomising three more. You can adjust the 

level of all the effects while the 'SA (Signal 

Adaptive) Bass' circuit reinforces bass in two 

stages. The power amp section claims to 

deliver 20 Watts to the mid-upper drivers 

and 30 Watts to the subwoofer. 

Sound quality 
The JVC's CD player is a thing of substance 

and ability. You sense it's getting more than 

just the basics right. Bass is full-bodied and 

weighty, even without the two enhancement 

levels switched in. Basically, this is a big

boned sound that will appeal especially to 

those weaned on bass-heavy, in-car systems. 

This isn't to say that the JVC doesn't con

vey detail. lt may not sound overly 'busy' but 

you can judge its powers of resolution by the 

naturalness and harmonic richness it brings 

to instrument timbre, and the emotion it can 

pull from a simply-sung song. Even Anita 

ON TEST: LIFESTYLE SYSTEMS 

'The Songstress' Baker's notoriously edgy 

voice, which can become unbearably 

screechy through systems that lack poise 

and control, smooches out of the speakers 

with a pleasing combination of articulacy 

and warmth. 

The 3D Phonic and other signal process

ing circuits allow you to simulate a sur

round-sound speaker array and various 

acoustic environments - anything from a 

church to a jazz club to a classical concert 

hall to a cinema, with its synthesised, three

dimensional, crash-bang-wallop-ohmy

gawd-duck Dol by Pro-Logic effects. 

But the fact is, it's all a manipulation of 

the existing sound. lt isn't 'higher' fi and it 

doesn't improve the music. lt just changes 

the way we hear it. lt does this by creating 

numerous electronic 'analogues' of perceived 

sound in enclosed spaces. The illusion, like 

stereo itself, is purely psychological or, to use 

the current buzz word, 'psychoacoustic'. 

Fortunately, the JVC sounds good with all 

the tricks turned off. Better, in fact, than 

with them turned on. 

JVC EX-TD77R- VERDICT 

SOVND ***** 
VALVS ***** 
PRICE £699.99 

O Feature tour de force from JYC packs a shedfull of 
soundfield effects into this stylish system. Endless 
fun but sound is better without them. 

181 JVC UK ltd, JVC House, JVC Business Park, Priestley Way, 

London NW2 7 BA 

lil (0181) 450 3282 
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KENWOOD XD9580 MD 

The Kenwood seems slightly out of place in 

this test. it's too big, and has more flashing 

lights than Piccadilly Circus. A lot of the 

casework seems to be filled with fresh air 

and the styling is somewhat sci-fi. There are 

two CD player units that can be specified. 

The DP-H5 is a single CD player, DP-MH5 a 

six-disc changer. Ours came with the DM

F70 MiniDisc player as a primary source. 

Other components comprise the 60 Watt 

A-H5 amplifier, the C-H6 combined tuner 

and graphic equaliser (FM/MW/LW), and 

the X-H5 twin cassette deck with Dolby B. 
The system even has an auto-power-off 

function that kicks in after 30 minutes. 

Something Kenwood calls a "3D dual dis

play" makes the most efficient use of the dis

play area and shows a mixture of informa

tion, including the displays for text, volume 

and graphic equaliser bar-chart at a glance. If 

KENWOOD XD9580 MD- VERDICT 

SOUND ***** 
VAL11E ***** 
PRICE £799.95 

Comfortably out-per1ormed by its price peers, the 

Kenwood doesn't really measure up to its size or 

prodigious flashing-light count. 

181 Kenwood Electronics, Kenwood House, Dwight Road, 

Watford. Herts WD1 SEB 

fir (01923) 816444 
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that's all too much 

(and it is) it can be 

switched to a sin

gle display. 

The supplied LS

H6 speakers are of a 

three-way bass reflex 

design rated at six Ohms and 

80 Watts power handling, with a claimed 

frequency range of 43-20,000Hz. The drive 

unit complement comprises a 160mm 

woofer, 65mm cone mid-range unit and 

25mm dome tweeter 

'SRS (Sound Retrieval System) 3D' seeks 

to create the impression of a three-dimen

sional acoustic, improving the feeling of 

depth, breadth and imaging of the sound

stage. it's a feature most commonly found 

on personal-computer sound systems. 

The stored equaliser patterns are rock, 

pop, disco, jazz and classical, plus one man

ual custom setting. Tape and MD recording 

can make use of sophisticated timer func

tions while the so-called "NB circuit" is a 

loudness function that compensates for lack 

of bass during low-level listening. 

Despite the OTT sty I i ng, the controls for 

tuning, RDS functions, tuner band and 

timers have a quality feel, as does the tradi

tionally-styled, vertical-loading, twin-cas

sette-deck mechanism- press outer edges 

of doors to open and close. 

ON TEST: LifESTYLE SYSTEMS 

Sound quality 
Even accepting the limit 

imposed on its sonic reach 

by the MD player, the 

Kenwood's sound provides a 

real mixed bag. Anyone expect

ing the engaging sparkle and ani

mation of some of the company's bet

ter separates combos is going to be flatly dis

appointed. This system has plenty of muscle 

but sounds altogether greyer and more 

reserved than most of the alternatives here 

-almost to the point of blandness. 

Certainly its sonic presentation is deftly 

self-effacing and even-handed, but it is 

never less than easy on the ears. That isn't 

necessarily such a good thing, however. If 

this collection of components doesn't 

favour one style of music over another, it's 

largely because of its failure to discrimi

nate. lt imbues everything with a slightly 

phoney easy-going style. That said, it has 

enough balls and rhythmic drive to pump 

out dance and rock tracks with infectious 

energy, yet reserves a sufficiently I ight 

touch and felicitous tonal sweetness for 

classical, jazz and AOR. 

Most of the time, though, you can't help 

feeling that the Kenwood sounds vaguely 

processed and samey; that it isn't allowing 

tonal and dynamic contrasts free rein. it's 

homogenising the music. Unfortunate. 
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THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT TECHNOLOGY 

IS TRANSFORMING HI-FI ON A DAILY BASIS 

THERE IS NO BAD NEWS. 

You've thought long and hard about choosing the right sound 

system. You think you've found what you're looking for. It looks 

great. It sounds even better. And it's within your budget. So 

how come you still have that niggling doubt in the back of your 

mind? Simple. Before you make your final decision, you want to 

be sure that a few years down the line, you're not going to regret 

it. Unlike most hi-fi manufacturers, we understand completely. 

We' ve already set the standard by offer ing legendary sound 

quality in every price category. Nm.v we've completely rewritten 

the rules. Because practically every piece of Arcam equipment 

now comes with something that will radically change the way 

you buy hi-fi. A set of pre-defined upgrade paths that allow you 

to upgrade your sound system just as soon as technology 

(or your wallet) allows. If you'd like to hear more about 

Arcam's revolutionary upgradeable components, call now on 

(01223) 203203. 

ARC AM 

HI-FI WITH A FUTUR.E 

Please send 111e rile na111e of Ill)' r1earest authorised dealer and inforl/lation on: 

Arcam amplifiers 0 Arcam CD players & DACs 0 Arcam tuners 0 Arcam home theatre 0 all Arcam products 0 

Title First ame(s) 

Surname 

Address 

Postcode 
BadBY(HFC 1/98) 

In Australia: Swhnack Audio hy. Led .. P.O. Box 162. Lindfield. N.$. \V., 2070. Td: (612) 9416 4799. 

In Canada: Emerald Audio Rc:sourcc:s. RRI. P<�lgran:, Ontario, LON I PO. Tt'l: (905) SSO 7170. 

In New Zealand: Av:1lon Audio, 387 Mount Eden Rd., Auckland. TL'i: (09) 369 9000. 

In South Afric:�: Hi-l:i Specialists. Durban Road 155. Bdlville. 7535 . Td: (021) 9-H) 1441 

In USA: Audiophile Systems Ltd .. 8709 Cmle Park Drive. lndianapoli�. Indiana 46256. T�o.·l:(317) S-49 7103. 

Clip rile coupon ond retum to Arcmn, Pe111broke A11enue, Cmnbrir(ee CB5 9PB, England. Or telephone: (01223) 203203 and quare onr reference Bad8Y 

Or e-J11ail11s ar: Cllstserv@arcam.co.uk 



PIONEER NS-7 
This is no sneaky back-door attempt to cap

ture the lifestyle mini-system market from 

the establishment; rather it is a deadly seri

ous assault on the ears and wallets of 

lifestyle-conscious music lovers. 8&0 
beware, Technics take cover - Pioneer is 

flexing its reputation. 

A shrewd selection of stand-alone, 

cleanly-styled and well-made components, 

the NS-7 seeks to combine separates perfor

mance with all-in-one style. 

Various combinations are possible, 

including CD/tuner £399.00, CD/tuner and 

separate cassette deck £499.00, CD/tuner 

and separate Mini Disc player £699.00, and 

CD/tuner plus tape and MiniDisc for 

£799.00. The NS-7 majors on novelty and 

convenience. The whole caboodle can be 

controlled from a dinky remote control once 

the appropriate ribbon-cable connections 

have been made. This design solution is cer

tainly worthy of 8&0. 
The two tiny main speakers are the size 

of small picture frames. You can hang them 

on the wall or place them on a window ledge 

or shelf- their built-in stands give them a 

PIONEER NS.7 - VERDICf 

SOUND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £799.00 

0 Rivals B&O as a product to use and live witb, betters 

it for sound quality. A clever hi-li solution that 

sounds aood. 

8 Pioneer Hi-Fidelity GB Ltd. Pioneer House, Hollybush Hill, 

Stoke Poges, Slough, Bucks SL2 4QP 
• (01753) 789500 

Hl-FI CHOICE 

slight backwards tilt. A single subwoofer 

supplements their output. 

The cleverest bit is the separate LED dis

play panel which is connected to the main 

box with a computer-keyboard-style cable. 

it's supported by a plinth that contains all 

the essential system controls and communi

cates with the credit-card-size remote 

pinched from Pioneer's in-car systems. So 

you can hide the electronics away if you 

don't want to see them. 

Sound quality 
The first thing to note about the Pioneer's 

sound is its essentially smoothness and 

musicality. Smooth inasmuch as it doesn't 

draw attention to any particular area of the 

frequency range- it isn't 'toppy' or 'shouty' 

or 'boomy' - and musical because it suc

cessfully captures the structure and timing 

of a performance and, again, does this with

out undue emphasis or exaggeration. 

Initially, all this even-handedness seems 

dull but, after a while, you find yourself 

being lured deeper into your favourite tracks 

and treated to the odd surprise. The Pioneer 

can project an impressively deep and stable 

sound stage and image convincingly - not 

unusual for subwoofer systems with small 

main speakers. Instruments and performers 

sound believable and always manage to play 

together. Thankfully, this isn't a system that 

pulls music apart for detailed analysis. 

The sub kicks out plenty of bass. it's not 

very extended but quite tuneful and works 

best on the middle of its three 'boost' set

tings. The CD and MD players sound crisp 

and clear and the tuner's good, too- with 

ON TEST: LIFESTYLE SYSTEMS 

distant stations it's surprisingly sensitive. 

But it doesn't really matter what the 

source is: the system has a lucid, undemon

strative and easy-breathing delivery. lt has a 

beguiling presentation of detail, too; a lot of 

information is present in the signal but so 

well is it integrated and weighted that you're 

barely aware of it. The music is allowed to 

communicate without tripping over the 

mechanics of its reproduction. 

All the NS-7 lacks is muscularity. Heavy

metal rock numbers lack grit and grunt, 

while big orchestral works fail to assume 

convincing scale, weight and drama. That 

said, all performances remain nicely coher

ent and well resolved, with their timing and 

interest intact. 

Overall, the Pioneer system is best suited 

to smooth background music or, with the 

subwoofer on its loudest setting, a party in a 

small room. But if you want to listen more 

closely, it won't be found wanting. 
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SONYSCALA2 
Sony describes this as 

"the ultimate integrated 

system package". The 

spec doesn't seem to dis

pute the claim. The amp is built 

around a claimed 55 Watt MOSFET 

integrated amp with seven inputs, including 

phono. A 'source direct' button defeats the 

tone controls. The synthesiser tuner has 

FM/MW/LW with 30 presets and RDS/EON 

with PTY. The CD player has Sony's 

Automatic Music Sensor (AMS) system as 

well as shuffle play. And there's an optical 

digital output for MD/CD recording 

The single drawer-loading cassette deck 

features auto-reverse, Dolby B/C/S noise 

reduction and Dolby HX Pro for greater 

dynamic headroom. The recording level can 

be set manually or automatically, and there 

is a recording timer. 

The Scala 2 looks the business, too. 

Nearer midi than mini size, the individual 

components make an impressive stack with 

restrained but very smart styling and the 

sort of no-nonsense functionality which 

inspires confidence. All audio connections 

are by phono cables and there are four 

meaty binding posts at the back of the amp 

for speaker connections. Choice of speakers 

is left up to the user, but Sony recommends 

its own UK-designed, UK-manufactured 

SS-86E model at £99.99. This two-way, 

infinite baffle system has gold-plated bind

ing posts, 70 Watts power handling, and 

HI-FI CHOICE 

magnetic shielding 

You can see 'em pie

tu red above. 

Sound quality 
After listening to the Technics 

system, the Scala 2 sounded a little 

lean. lt isn't. The Technics's bass is gener

ous to a fault, while the Sony's is tight and 

snappy. Not only that, it integrates neatly 

with the open and articulate midrange and a 

sparkling but not harsh top end. There's a 

real sense of system-speaker synergy here, 

as you'd expect. 

The Sony system has the rare ability 

(extremely rare in the mini market) to cap

ture music as a real, living "event" and to 

sound interesting whatever the material. All 

the components want to please and seem to 

be pulling in the same direction. 

You can point to a slightly cold character 

in the upper midrange and the system's 

strengths aren't best served by over-fierce 

orchestral arrangements. But, crucially, 

Gary Meek's saxophone sounded like his 

own on Jeff Lorber's Worth Waiting For CD 

-not someone else's, not artificial; imbued 

with just the right amount of biting edge. Yet 

it was possible to listen for long periods 

without beginning to feel irritated. 

The Sony has somehow a fresher and 

livelier presentation than the others, one in 

which the temporal aspects of the music are 

given equal billing with resolution and focus. 

This grants life and structure to discs even as 

ON TEST: LII'ESTYLE SYSTEMS 

flat and clogged as Eric Clapton's August. 

Better produced material like David Arnold's 

Shaken And Stirred- James Bond Project 

positively shimmers with confidence and 

orchestral bravura. 

What excites about the Sony is its trans

parency, the quality that allows you to hear 

through a recording so clearly that every last 

scrap of harmonic and timbral resolution, 

every nuance of technique, every ambient 

acoustic clue is laid bare. Amplifiers that are 

talented in this direction sound wonderfully 

fresh, open and detailed with excellent 

soundstaging, focus and incisiveness. The 

Scala's MOSFET effort seems to be right on 

the money. 

Its qualities came together to spectacular 

effect with jazz pianist David Newton's Eye 

Witness on the Linn label. Newton and 

friends - Dave Green on bass and Allan 

Ganley on drums-assume an almost tan

gible presence in the room, the power and 

dynamics of 0/' Blue Eyes coming across 

with foot-tapping, neck-tingling realism. 

Great stuff. Distinctly Recommendable. 

SONY SCALA 2 - VERDICT 

IOUl'ID ***** 
VALOE ***** 
PRICE £899.99 1'1.11'1 ........ 

0 One for people who take their music seriously. No

nonseiS8 desian. fine build, tnlnsparent, quicksilver 

sound. Almm top do£ 

181 Sony UK lld, Customer Information Centre, Pipers Way, 
Thatcham, Newbury, Berks. RGI9 4ll 

• (0990) lll999 

JANUARY 1998 65 



ON TEST: LII'ESTYLE SYSTEMS 

• 
(• 

0 

(} 

Sound quality 
If one system appears to have it all sonically, 

this is it. The Teac successfully combines a 

big, open and confident delivery with plenty 

of transparency and finesse. Absolute neu

trality isn't a goal- and neither should it be 

in a system like this. Instead, the Teac goes 

for a colourful, expansive, slightly larger

than-life presentation: a benign balance 

which does the music no harm at all and 

suits perfectly the style of the Mission 731 

Pro speakers seconded for the audition . 

() () () () () () () 

So it doesn't quite hit the audiophile 

heights, but it is hi-fi central. On Fourplay's 

formidably funky Bali Run, the system's 

effortless weight and presentation of fine 

detail - both specific and ambient

weren't just involving but thoroughly allur

ing. Here's a system that sounds open and 

airy, yet potently full-blooded with tonal 

colours and timbres convincingly resolved. 

Even better is a bass which not only inte

grates extremely well but combines genuine, 

controlled extension with fine energy and 

rhythmic drive. 

e,j.,.,, ,.  r o -.c '" ' "' " ' "  ••u 

That's the Teac's great strength: it unifies 

a rare lightness of touch with a real sense of 

power and, as such, creates a remarkably 

complete and engaging sound. 

• 
.. 

0 L 

"" -. .. , .. �:. 

[ 

Ebullient and energetic with rock, majes

tic with big orchestras, intimate and tactile 

with simple, closely-miked material, it has a 

real talent for capturing the spirit of the 

music and the performance - the emo

tional content is laid satisfyingly bare. 

·�- �ij'"' 
·� <"·"-'7 :; :of::: .. ...... 

Inasmuch as the sound is obviously tac

tile, low in distortion, tightly focused and 

projected well beyond the boundaries of the 

speakers - both in breadth and, more 

impressively, depth- it lacks something of 

the startling immediacy of the Sony. 

But it still provides outstanding 

ability in conventional 'hi-fi' () () .. 0 

TEAC REFERENCE 500 SYSTEM 
Teac is major league. Once it was synony

mous with quality reel-to-reel decks; now its 

high-end transports are among the best

regarded. Teac has also been making a 

name for itself in the budget separates mar

ket. But arguably its biggest splash has been 

made here in the burgeoning lifestyle sector. 

lt isn't hard to understand why the 500 

Reference System has ruffled a few feathers. 

Its high-precision, pseudo-lab appearance is 

a bit like Copland's high-end stuff. You'll 

either love it or think it lamentably preten

tious and far too "hi-fi". But it does look 

absurdly expensive, and it is both sturdy and 

well made. The line up as tested comprises 

T-H500 tuner, A-H500 amp, R-H500 cas

sette deck and PD-H500 CD player. 

The CD unit has a one-bit DAC, the cas

sette deck sports Dolby B, C and HX Pro. 

The two-band tuner (no LW) comes with all 

the RDS trimmings (including search by pro

gramme type, PTY) and the usual 30 pre-
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.._ _ _,__ terms - its clarity and grip; 

its powers of resolution, 

�!!!!!!!!!lli!!!!!!I!!!!!!!!!!!M!!i!l!!l!!!!!l!!!l!l!!!!!l!!!!!!l!!!lll!!!lll!!!lllti analysis and organisation; 

its fundamentally truthful 

sets. The price and revealing nature. 

excludes speakers, Better than that, though, 
/ 5 ""' :� -/ '-�' /� t-1 j 

but a £139.90 pair is its special skill of giving - . ... . . - . . . . 

of Mission 731 Pro what might otherwise be 

fitted the bill nicely. the fairly mundane busi-

The muscular 50 Watt �··••••••••r ness of listening to music a 

amp should drive a pair of sense of occasion. Making it an 

£250 floorstanders with ease. 
· lil �a e ,.  T �:. 

event. Without resorting to gross 

More good news comes in the shape of a 

terrific remote control which, as well as 

being stylish, is easy to understand and use. 

And this is a system that can grow: latest 

addition is the £380 AV-H500 Pro-Logic 

five-channel home theatre amp, which 

claims to pump out 80 Watts in two-channel 

mode, or 50 Watts in AV mode. Then there's 

the VRDS-9 CD player at £699.95, which 

uses Teac's acclaimed Vibration-free Rigid 

Disc-clamping System and a 20-bit DAC. An 

obvious first upgrade, but what an upgrade: 

it costs just £100 less than the entire sys

tem. The MD-H500 Mini Disc player will set 

you back a further £649.95. 

tonal aberrations or special effects, it 

holds the listener's interest li.ke little else 

in this test. One year on from its debut in 

HFC 160, the H500 still rules the roost. 

TEAC REFERENCE 500 -VERDICT 

SOUND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £799.95(Balc�.._-

.......... ........ , 
0 Everything about the Taac reeks of quality and fine 

elliineerin&. And it's reflected in the thoroughly 

enjoyable sound quality. 

181 Teac UK ltd, 5 Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, 
Watford, Herts WOI 8YA 

fil (01923) 819630 
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This man can't 

believe what he's 

hearing ... 
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TECHNICSSC-BD70 at the tuner. The units are genuinely small 

Champagne facia, wooden cheeks, dinky (forming a stack that measures just 34cm 

dimensions. Hardcore cute. Difficult to high in a two-by-two arrangement). Special 

imagine that this cuddly collection of com- features include scrolling display, a source-

ponents- which replaces the almost iden- direct facility that by-passes the tone con-

tical-looking SC-CAOl- contains a claimed trois and a more dubious "vocal presence" 

60 Watt amp that does its amplifying in the tone curve. 

digital domain. A true, cutting-edge digital The supplied speakers look more prom is-

amp in a micro: a signpost to the future if ing: two-way bass reflex designs of realistic 

ever there was one. size (not deliberately shrunken). They have 

The rest is more main- gas-flowed reflex ports, a 1 2cm 

stream. The RDS tuner has _:.:· �:::�::;�=��� woofer, 2.5cm soft dome 

a timer-record facility, 39 tweeter and 15mm thick cabi-

presets and a big dis- net walls. 

play in relation to over- Though straightforward 

all size. As with the �hnics ��,,.�.... and easy to use, the remote 

other RDS-equipped looks very old-fashioned. 

tuners, if you want to ;:!:__ 
listen to a particular kind -:;I 
of programme, press the 

PTY (programme type) but

ton and the programme cate

gories are displayed in sequence. When you 

see the one you want, press the Search key, 

and the tuner automatically searches for an 

appropriate example. 

The five-CD changer is just 67mm high 

and 229mm deep. lt uses a one-bit MASH 

DAC and claims six-second switching 

between discs. Only Dol by B for the cassette 

deck (car-style horizontal power loading; 

auto reverse) but Technics claims high speed 

FF and REW. (53 secs for a C60 tape -

indeed, a little swifter than the average.) 

All the units share a single power supply 

and ribbon cable connectors that congregate 
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Sound quality 
This is very tidy, very Technics. 

The PDM amp can whip up bags 

of volume in smaller rooms and, on 

the whole, the system doesn't sound at all 

cheap or bright. In fact, its resolution, coher

ence and openness are notably good. 

Moreover, the whole thing is smooth and 

readily listened to with a generous, relatively 

unforced bass and refined treble. But if its 

capacity for impressive volume is achieved 

without strain, this is true only up to a point; 

that relaxed, listen able presentation hardens 

quickly if pushed too far. 

And it doesn't matter how loud you play 

it, the Technics misses the clarity and con

trol of the bigger systems here. There's no 

shortfall of detail but the sound lacks con-

vincing scale. The Technics speakers have a 

full bass and warm balance; what they need 

is more speed and openness to offset the 

sugar-coated presentation. 

If the system has a failing, it makes 

everything sound just a bit too nice. I hesi

tate to use the word 'polite' but, ultimately, 

the HD?O just won't let go. In short, it can't 

rock'n'roll. This has a lot to do with the qual

ity of bass frequencies. lt can make lower 

registers tuneful, but is a bit of a powder puff 

when it comes to belting out boom. Neither 

does it go particularly deep. Better a con

trolled bass than a flabby, overpowering 

one; but a bit more snap and pace in the 

basement wouldn't have gone amiss. 

lt adds up to a system which, while lack

ing the vibrancy and sparkle of the best here, 

compensates with a warmth and weight 

that's hard not to like. lt goes loud: compli

cated tunes are delivered without fluster or 

muddle, simple ones with grace. 

The tape deck is disappointing. Dolby B 

sounds flat, recording level is auto only and 

there's no CD sync. But there isn't much the 

Technics can't do. , 

TECHNICS SC.HD70 -VERDICT 

IOnD ***** 
V&I.11E ***** 
PRICE £650 

0 Extremely listenable with a broad ranp of music, but 

not best suited to rock. Great stylina: and a feature

packed spec make it lint value, thoup. 

181 Panasonic UK, Panasonic House, Willoughby Road, 

Bracknell, Berils RGI2 8FT 
• {0990) 357357 
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( '· .. The 12i marks 

the ba seline 

performance 

ab ove which all 

other speaker s 

should ri se. 

But do they? 

Do they hell! '' 

• 

'� 

... But it' s true . 

Peter J Comeau is no ordinary reviewer. As designer of the only product to win 

the coveted What Hi-fi Best Loudspeaker Award three times in succession, 

he's generally regarded as the guru of small speakers. With 30 years' 

experience as a specialist hi-fi retailer, ( (p · · fi" 
ercusszon zs zrm 

eo-founder of a highly respected UK 

hi-fi manufacturer and one of the 

'ter rible three' who pioneered 

subjective reviewing in the staid hi-fi 

press of the 1970s, his opinion carries 

formidable weight. 

Seasoned hi-fi critics are notoriously hard to impress. 

So how come we weren't surprised when Peter J Comeau 

enthused so fulsomely about our new .12i? 

and practically 

floor shaking in its 

intensity -just a few 
bars and you are 

already reaching for 

your wallet. '' 
Hi-Fi News & Record Review 

"They sound like a grand's worth of exotic compact," he wrote in October's Hi-Fi News. 

"If Celestion can achieve this sort of performance for a miserly figure, why are most of the 

speakers that arrive on the market so poor in comparison?" 

Well, we can't speak for anyone else - but we know what makes the 12i such a 

remarkable performer. 

The smooth, natural-sounding vocals? Celestion's 19mm tweeter, whose neodymium magnet 

is ferrofluid-cooled for improved power handling. 

The phenomenal bass response? 

130mm long throw bass drivers, 

which allow the cone extended 

movement without removing the 

HF coil from the magnetic gap 

where energy is most concentrated. 

The acoustic purity and lack 

of distortion? The use of laser 

interferometry to tune out the 

response peaks of conventional 

speakers. Celestion crossovers 

to ensure seamlessly smooth 

transitions. Mounting the drivers 

and reflex port in a dense 

one-piece composite baffle to 

minimise resonance. Cabinets 

computer-designed to eliminate 

box coloration. 

In the words of the Hi-Fi News 

lab report, "the horizontal off-axis 

trace is brilliantly managed." To the 

listener, that means the same 

seductive audio experience 

wherever you sit in the room. 

No wonder the 12i reproduces the most demanding material with such accuracy [:> 



ON TEST: LII'ESTYLE SYSTEMS 

Built like a nuclear blast bunker, Yamaha's 

Classic Line collection is almost brutally 

functional. No cutesey curves, no eye-candy 

displays, no fancy knobs. No styling frills 

whatsoever. Just square boxes that look and 

feel expensive and are equipped with con

ventional switchgear that's logically laid out. 

That said, the gun-metal-grey finish and 

orange displays are unusual and attractive, 

and the boxes aren't as basic as they look. 

A flip-down panel on the front of the 

amp, much in the manner of the company's 

AV behemoths, reveals a full complement of 

tone controls and a headphone socket. 

Round the back, computer-style ribbon con

nectors are eschewed in favour of conven

tional, good-quality phono sockets. 

The amp is a real powerhouse, pumping 

out a very respectable claimed 70 Watts, 

while the front-loading cassette deck -

which totes Dolby B and C and an MXP filter 

-has three heads for real-time monitoring. 

Full-on RDS heads a tuner feature-list that 

YAMAHA CLASSIC LINE- VERDICT 

SOUND ***** 
VAJ.'OZ *** ** 
PRICE PRICB DOll £899.95 

0 Heavywei&ht system with beefy, zero-frills build and 

an equally muscular, forthri&ht sound. Rocks like a 

mutha, finds it hard to relax. 

181 Yamaha Electronics, 200 Rickmansworth Road, Watford, 
Herts WOI 7JS 

fit (01923) 233166 
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includes 30 presets and a signal strength 

indicator for both FM and MW. 

Also available is the RX-Vl 0, a five-chan

nel AV receiver with Dolby Digital and Pro

Logic compatibility, plus DSP modes and 

RDS radio. A bargain at £399.95. 

Both the Missions and Celestions were 

auditioned; the Missions got the job. 

Sound quality 
First into the CD drawer was A Clearer View, 

a dazzling jazz-fusion set for quintet with 

leader Jason Rebello on assorted keyboards, 

acoustic and electronic. The Yamaha system 

sounded immediately impressive handling 

this clean, full-blooded production, punch

ing out transients with tremendous snap and 

precision while preserving enough of the 

music's body to project reasonably tangible 

images into the room. The speed, vitality 

and midrange transparency of the CD and 

amp combo was evident with just about any 

up-tempo material, ranging from jazz drum

mer Dave Weckl's wild workout Master Plan 

to Steve Winwood's Refugees Of The Heart. 

And the little Mission Pros used for the work

out could really soak it up, too, taking seri

ous slugs of current from the beefy Yamaha 

amp while still contriving to sound as crisp 

and sharp as a new £10 note. 

The sound has life, pace, weight, projec

tion, a reasonably even tonal balance and an 

easy sense of musical flow. Voices are clean 

and articulate, treble slightly diffuse but well 

extended and bass unerringly solid and 

tuneful. Arguably, the Classic Line doesn't 

have quite as many tonal colours in its 

palette as the Denon and Teac, and it can't 

quite match the latter's dynamic shading. 

But it does manage to sound remarkably 

weighty and controlled, and has the most 

powerful, "architectural" bass of the lot. The 

proverbial iron fist in a velvet glove. 

Counting against this is a hint of glare in 

the upper midrange, a tendency for foot

dragging with certain material and an occa

sionally overblown sense of spaciousness. 

But one of this seems to inhibit the sys

tem's ability to swing and drive in a manner 

that is alien to most minis and micros. 

On Dave Grusin's West Side Story cuts, 

there was a strong sense of timbral and har

monic richness, and a particularly natural 

quality to the high frequencies. Jonathan 

Butler's rendition of Maria was charac

terised by an extraordinary lightness of 

touch and a finely etched treble which, 

while not entirely free from grain, possessed 

a realistic 'zing'. 

Yet the Yamaha went loud and low with 

ease and garnished this with impressive 

powers of resolution and excellent channel 

separation. What filled the room was a spa

cious, well defined and, most importantly, 

energetic sound. 

The RDS tuner is a top-flight performer 

-clear and punchy. In fact, all the Classic 

Line components are remarkably gutsy and 

dynamic. 

Hl-FI CHOICE 
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and emotional depth. 

"The coherence is extraordinary," 

Peter J Comeau remarks. "That each 

note is so well defined is remarkable 

for a speaker of this class." 

Peter concludes "When you 

close your eyes , they (the artists) 

might just as well be in the room 

with you." 

That's the ultimate accolade for 

any speaker, irrespective of price. 

At only £119, no wonder he 

couldn't believe his ears. 

( (Nothing prepares you for the 
sound of this new model. Ask 
listeners to guess the price, 

I guarantee an answer closer to 
£500 than the spare change you 
have to sprinkle on the counter 

to own a pair.'' 

. .. At only £119, no wonder he 

couldn't believe his ears. 

The 12i is a v ailable at: 

Bath F H  Moss 01225 465085 London East Sheen Lasyl Limited 0181 876 7632 

Bristol Paul Robens Hi-Fi 01179 429370 Palmers Green Audio Vision 0181 447 8288 

Tooting Sound Zone 0181 672 7369 
Bedford Richard's Audio Visual 01234 365185 Tottenham Court Rd. Spacial Audio 0171 637 8702 

Windsor Sanies Hi-Fi Ltd 01753 859721 
Tottenham Court Rd. Sharsonic 0171 636 7600 

Victoria Hi-Fi Confidential 0171 233 0774 

Aylesbury Northwood Audio 01296 28790 West Ealing Babber Elecrronics 0181 579 6315 

West Hampstead Audio T 0171 794 7848 
Cheadle Audio Council 0161 428 7887 

Chester Acoustica 01244 344227 Middlesex Edgware Musical Images 0181 951 5864 

Chester Chester Audio Visual 01244 320414 
Ruislip TV Allied Service 01895 632217 

Crewe Roy Townsend 01270 213276 Norfolk Kings Lynn Martins Hi-Fi 01533 761683 
Northwich Roy Townsend 01606 43691 Norwich Martins Hi-Fi 01603 627010 
Winsford Nordis 0 1606 593205 

Warrington Warrington Audio Visual 01925 636215 Northamptonshire Kettering Classic Hi-Fi & Video 01536 515766 
Northampton Audiocraft 01604 36291 

Kendal K. Gardner 01539 721953 
Northern Ireland Belfast LRG Sound & Vision 01232 451381 

Chesterfield F.L. Smith 01246 234953 Co. Antrim LRG Sound & Vision 01574 272757 

Bournemouth Strouden Park TV 01202 518323 
Nottinghamshire Nottingham Forum Hi-Fi 0115 962 2657 

Scotland Aberdeen Bruce Miller's 01224 592211 
Hove Churchers 01273 324616 Lanark Braedale Electronics Ltd 0 1555 663023 

Epping Chew & Os borne 01992 574242 South Yorkshire Doncaster Barker & Wigfall Ltd 01302 323923 
Saffron Wa1den Chew & Os borne 01799 523728 

Southend-on-Sea Classic Sound & Vision 01702 461634 Staffordshire Stafford Roy Townsend 01785 243669 

Stake Roy Townsend 01782 289114 

Andover KlW Cook 01264 323573 
Suffolk Ipswich Matthews Ltd 01473 216121 

Baldock J.O.R. Gilbert 01462 892387 Ipswich Eastern Audio 01473 217217 

Hitchin David Orton Audio Visual 01462 452248 Sudbury System Sound 01787 881816 

St AI bans W. Darby& Co 01727 851596 Surrey New Maiden Unilet 0181 942 9567 

Kingston-Upon-Hull Nuway Televisions Ltd 01482 651774 Tyne &Wear Newcastle J.G. Windows 0191 232 1356 

Canterbury Canterbury Hi-Fi & Video 01227 765315 Warwickshire Leamingron Spa T he Leaminton Hi-Fi Co 01926 888644 

Maidsrone Unilet 01622 756756 Rugby Sounds Expensive 01788 540772 

Lancaster K. Gardener 01524 64328 West Midlands Solihull Music Matters 0121 742 0254 

Wigan Ron Leigh Ltd 01942 244696 West Sussex East Grinstead Scott Bros. 0!342 321117 

Ash by De La Zouch Zouch Audio 01530 414128 Wiltshire Salisbury Sutrons Hi-Fi 01722 327171 

Market 1-larborough T he Auditorium 01858 461460 Salisbury Salisbury 1-li-Fi 01722 322169 

'� 
T his does not constitute a full list of dealers. For your nearest Celestion dealer call 

Freephone 0800 731 3410 
c� 

c:�ELESTIDn 
Celcstion Consumer Division, Dept HFC9, FREEPOST MA 1332, Ecclesron Road, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent, M£15 6QP. 
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ON TEST: LOUDSPEAKERS 

echnical 
nockouts 

15 of today's hottest middleweight speakers take to the ring, with Paul 'Mills Lane' 

Messenger (listening test) and Paul 'Angelo Dundee' Miller (lab test) refereeing. 

T
here are three broad price-bands 

from which we select our speaker 

review candidates. And this 

month's £400-£1,200 mid-price 

sector must be my favourite. Speakers in 

this price range strike a good compromise. 

They are expensive enough for the designer 

to worry about more than just price and per

ceived value. There's still some scope for 

flair and innovation to shine through. 

This month's test 
Of our 15 contenders, 11 are floorstanders, 

while the remainder are bookshelf-size 

stand-mounts. Is one shape inherently supe

rior? Not at all. There are good, mediocre 

and poor loudspeakers of both types. 

Floorstanders are the most fashionable 

enclosure of the moment. However, our 

experience of the sub-£400 budget sector 

indicates that most cheap floorstanders will 

be beaten by better bookshelf models 

mounted on proper stands. Presumably, this 

is because of constructional compromises 

inherent in large, low-cost boxes. 

Above £400 the distinction becomes 

much less clear-cut. Floorstanders still look 

neater and more homogeneous, but they are 

bulkier, and someone has to pay for all that 

real-wood veneer on display. 

What's in a box? 
Floorstanders can accommodate extra main 

or bass drivers, but adding more drive units 

always extracts its own price. Floorstander 

versus stand-mount is a tricky trade-off for 

both reviewers and consumers to gauge. 

Loudspeaker performance is a complex 

and multi-dimensional problem, which is all 

about making compromises between 

numerous conflicting variables. A small box 

will restrict both the lowest frequency to 

which bass extends, and how loud the 

speaker will play. lt also reduces the amount 

of sound generated by unwanted box vibra

tions (so-called 'cabinet coloration'). 

Adding drivers and ports increases the 

overall 'performance envelope': sensitivity, 

loudness and bass extension. But this will 

inevitably detract from the degree to which 
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THE CAST LIST 

MODEL •••••••••••••••••••••••••• PRICE , PAGE 

AVI Positron .................. £899.00 .. . 97 

B&W CDM7 .................. £999.95 .. . 99 

Castle Severn 2 ............. £579.90 ... 77 

Dali 606 ....................... £399.95 ... 79 

Dynaudio Audience 50 ... £577.00 . . .  81 

Heybrook Ultima ........... £649.00 .. . 87 

Jamo 507A ................... £700.00 . . .  89 

JBL SVA1500 ............... £700.00 .. . 91 

JPW Ruby 4 ................. £999.99 . . .  101 

Kelly KT3 .................. £1,199.99 . . .  103 

Mission 752 Freedom .... £578.00 . . .  83 

Monitor Audio 702PMC .£599.99 . . .  93 

MT Condor .................... £999.95 . .  105 

Ruark Sceptre ............... £599.00 . . .  95 

TDL RTLJSE ................. £449.95 ... 85 

sound seems to emanate from a point

source, the hi-fi ideal. 

In the December 1996 edition (HFC 
160), we tested similarly-priced speakers in 

the same ratio of stand-mounts to floor

standers. So it's a testament to the enor

mous diversity of speaker manufacturers 

that only three brands have been featured in 

both last year's and this year's groups. 

O
ur unsighted listening tests were 

spread over two separate days, 

which allowed us to present some speak

ers more than once. We supported stand

mount designs on Slate Audio and Kudos 

S 100 supports. 

Group dynamics 
We have divided our test candidates into 

three segments of five, in order to compare 

like with like. Group A spans the range 

£400-£580, Group B covers £580-£800, 

and Group C rounds up £800-£1200. 

Group C comprises floorstanders exclu

sively, but stand-mount models dominate 

Group B. If you allow for the cost of high 

quality stands to partner these smaller 

boxes, they're as much in competition with 

the top group as their peers in Group B. 

Inexpensive models like the Dali, 

Heybrook and Jamo incorporate the greatest 

number of drive units. However, the simple 

two-way design remains the most popular, 

with three in Group A, two in Group B, and 

two in Group C. To tell the truth, however, all 

of 'em use ports to reinforce the bass output, 

and this makes them more like three-way 

speakers than two-ways in the purest sense. 

Most use extra main drivers, either exclu

sively at the bottom end to supplement the 

lowest bass octaves, or combined up to the 

frequency where the tweeter kicks in. Again, 

reflex ports are in evidence, though some 

models are true three-way designs, in which 

bass and mid range frequencies are supplied 

by specific drive units. 

WHAT MUSIC DID WE USE? 
Excerpts from the following albums, as well as 

BBC Radios 3 & 4 during the hands-on work: 

The Chemical Brothers: 

Dig Your Own Hole on XDUSTCD2 42950 2 8. 
The Pogues: The main reference system comprised 

the usual collection of M ana-supported 

Nairn and Linn components, viz: Linn 

LP12 turntable, Nairn ARO tonearm, Linn 

Arkiv cartridge, Nairn CDS CD player, 

NATO! tuner, NAC52 pre-amp and 

NAP135 power amps. Speaker cables 

were NACA5 and Nordost SPM . 

Rum, Sodomy and the Lash on WX241 244495-1. 

During the hands-on listening ses

sions we deployed an additional system 

with a deliberately different flavour. This 

consisted of: Acoustic Precision Eikos, 

Marantz CD-17 K I Signature and X TC 

CDP-1 CD players, partnered with a Krell 

KAV-300i amplifier. 

Cambridge Singers: 

There Is Sweet Music/Rutter on Collegium COLCD 104. 

Joni Mitchell: Hejira on Asylum K53053. 

Rage Against The Machine: 

Rage Against The Machine on Epic 472224 2. 

LSO/Georgiadis: Dancing in Old Vienna on Enigma K53577. 

Fun Lovin' Criminals: Come Find Yourself on Chrysalis 37566 2 9. 

Various Artists: chEMistry- A Hundred Years of EM/ on Vox 

EMI 100 (free with November 1997 edition of VOX). 

THE LISTENING PANEL 
Our thanks to panellists David In man (Castle), Robin Marshal/ 

(Mission), Russe/1 Kaufman (More/, Densen), Keith Haddock 

(Gamepath), Jason Kennedy and A/an Sircom (Hi-Fi Choice). 

HI-FI CHOICE 



UNDERSTANDING OUR 
BAR-GRAPHS AND 
GROUP AVERAGES 

T
here will be significant differences 

between the cheapest product in our 

test and the most expensive. For this reason 

we always segregate our test candidates 

into two or more categories based on price. 

Our aim is to assess every product's perfor

mance in the context of its closest rivals. 

• Each lab-report panel is colour-coded 

according to the key given below: 

UNDERSTANDING OUR 
BAR-GRAPH MEASUREMENTS 

T
he measurements behind Hi-Fi Choice's 
unique bar-graphs are provided by our 

Technical Editor, Paul Miller, using both GPIB
controlled measurement hardware and his own, 
award-winning , PC-based Virtual Instrument 
software. Each bar-graph value is derived from a 
weighted statistic of several key measurements 
and is displayed relative to a notional zero per 
cent which represents the group average for that 
particular category. 
1 Ease of drive 
This statistic is derived from the reactive and 
resistive components of the speaker load, indi
cating how tricky it is for the amplifier to drive. 
2 Relative loudness 
The sensitivity of the speaker is measured at 1 m 
with a 2.83V input across third-octave bands 
17-29, then weighted according to the human 
loudness contour to indicate how 'loud' one 
speaker will sound relative to another. 
3 Maximum loudness 
This takes into account the speaker's sensitivity, 
distortion, the maximum useable amplifier 
power and the effects of placement in an 'aver
age room' to gauge the maximum practical 
Sound Pressure Level obtainable from a given 
pair of loudspeakers. 
4 Audible distortion 
This valuable test momentarily raises the output 
to 96d8A with dynamic signals through bass, 
midrange and treble. This allows us to assess 
distortion under realistic, transient conditions. 
5 Off-axis uniformity 
This provides an indication of how the speaker's 
axial response deteriorates, or otherwise, as the 
listening position moves to the left or right. 
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BRANDS STOCKED: AKAI AIWA ARCAM AUDIO INNOVATIONS CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CELESTION CERWIN VEGA 
SEPARATES (MOST STORES) 

THf WORlD'S No. I Hl-flllfTAilfll 

THESE ARE A FEW SALE PREVIEW ITEMS FOR HI-FI CHOICE READERS AVAILABLE NOW. OUR MAIN SALE STARTS lOAM BOXING DAY WITH HUNDREDS MORE BARGAINS IN STORE. 

"Buyin9 a cassette deck has never been such an 
attractive proposition" said H1-F1 World in April 
1996. They continued,"For the price there's nothing 
better ... It s hard to beat". WERE� 

KENWOOD KA302.0SE AMPLIFIER 

A thrilling amplifier from Kenwood, WHAT H1-F1> said 
" ... Unrivalled at the price when it comes to pace, drive, 
thrills, emotion-just about everything." WHAT H1-F!? 
June '95. WERE� 

SONY MDSJE510 MINIDISC . 
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BIRMINGHAM TEL: 0121 643 1516 CHELSEA 
BRIGHTON TEL: 01273 673333 

CROYDON BRISTOL TEL: 0117 973 4397 

CARDIFF TEL: 01222 465654 KINGSTON 

DUBLIN TEL: 01 6n 9666 LONDON CITY 
EDINBURGH TEL: 0131 226 3544 LONDON BRIDGE 
GUSIJOW TEL: 0141 226 5551 

SWISS COTTAGE LEEDS TEL: 0113 245 5717 

LEICESTER TEL: 0116 255 4656 WEST END 

LIVERPOOL TEL: 0151 708 7484 

NOmNGHAM 

TEL: 0181 667 1100 
PLYMOUTH 
PRESTWICH 

TEL: 0181 549 9999 READING 

TEL: Otn 626 8006 ROM FORD 

TEL: 0171 403 1201 
SEVENOAKS 

TEL: Otn 722 3359 
SHEFFIELD 
SOUTHAMPTON 
STOCKPORT 
WATFORD 

TEL: 0115 924 1551 

TEL: 01752 222 256 

TEL: 0161 Tl3 0333 

TEL: 01189 591 111 

TEL: 01708 747727 

TEL: 01732 456 573 

TEL: 0114 266 1616 

TEL: 01703 231 311 

TEL: 0161 480 1700 

TEL: 01923 218 888 

We will gladly mail any product to your 
door. Simply call: 

0500 333 500 
FOR E.C. ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE 

00 44 "17"1 878 0846 
OR FAX 0171378 6373 AND WE WILL 

be more than happy to help. 
Hotline will be answered in person 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm Sat 10am-5pm. 

C�RISTMiS OPENING TiMES: Ail siires llich ire 11811!11 closlli Welilesdii� iit op811 Wild i-d, 18th aJNi 17th lleci�ei.u stOleS (ex�pt c� brancl) iill be Ojllln all sOOdavs � oeiernb� i2�4pm - ;:i. Sooday Otherwise, there is a 24h r ansaphone at 
7th, 14th, 21st aJNI28th. (in addition, Dubin & Bellasl stores w#l open h-4pm erery Silidiy fl'orn 16th Not to 28th 0111 il:lusi!e lllll stay open Tiusdays & Fridays m lflll 'ti 11pm apart �om b!OOI dates.) 

1�f11�rn�
�a�ll�o�tih�e�r�t�imrtiie�s.m

m'l1mJ��

� 
Christmas Eve - All stores 10am - 2pm (Dublin ol Belfast 10-Spm) Wednesday :J1st December - All stores 10am - 4pm 11 
Christmas Day - All stores closed New Years Day - All stores 12pm - 4pm 
Friday 26th (Billing Day)- All stors.s 1Dam • 4pm (Dublin ol Belfast closed) (except Belfast, Dublin, Glasgow & Edinburgh - closed) 
Saturday 2nh December - 9am - 6pm (City branch closed) Friday 2nd January - Normal opening hours 
Sunday 28th December 12- 4 pm (City branch closed) (except Glasgow & Edinburgh 12 -4pm) 
Monday 29th December - All stores 10am - 6pm 
Tuesday :JOth December - All stores 10am - 6pm 

From 3rd 

FREEPHONE 0500 10 11 12 FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF OUR LATEST BARGAIN-
• e e PACKED 24 PAGE FUN CATALOGUE AND HI-FI GUIDE 

REMEMBER TO QUOTE THIS AD WHEN PURCHASING THESE PRODUCTS AS SOME OF THE DEALS ARE EXCLUSIVE TO HI-FI CHOICE READERS 
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Castle Severn 11 

G 
astle's compact, floorstanding Severn 

picked up a Recommended flag on its 

debut two years ago (HFC 152). lt 

returns with several important revi

sions. The price has gone up significantly, 

from £500 to £580, but many would argue 

this is fair compensation for the woven-car

bon-fibre-composite main driver it employs. 

This. isn't the first speaker to use a high

tech bass/mid cone of this type. it's not even 

the first Castle speaker to do so: that honour 

fell to the Avon, reviewed 11 months back in 

HFC 164. However, the Avon has provided 

the principal inspiration for the Severn 2's 

new makeover. 

In essence, the Severn has evolved into a 

down-sized Avon, adopting the latter's 'hid

den port' arrangement, which fires down 

through the base and out through slots 

between cabinet and the separate plinth. 

The latter accommodates a set of 6mm 

spikes, which extend substantially the fore

and-aft footprint of a very compact design. 

Castle is well known for its classy real

wood-veneer finishes, and even though the 

supplied American walnut was not the most 

interesting I've seen, its quality was 

absolute, and Castle has taken great care 

over the fine details. The post-formed edges 

VALVE 
PRJQ: £579.90/lhhDce• £669.90 

0 A good value, real-wood-veneered compact 

floorstander with an 81fCeptionally even midband, but 

less impressive at frequency extremes. Offers 

potential to deliver fine results but needs careful 

system and room matching. 

181 Castle Acoustics Ltd, Park Mill, Shortbank Road, Skipton, 
N. Yorks 8023 2TT 

Ill (01756) 795 333 

are in proper veneer rather than painted 

MDF fillets; the plinth is finished in the same 

veneer; and the bi-wire terminal block is 

mounted low enough to avoid speaker wire 

hanging down behind the enclosure. 

Both drive units are flush-mounted into 

the cabinet. The cast-frame main driver has 

a 110mm cone, and is 

mounted above the centre

offset tweeter (which is, con

sequently, rather closer to 

the ground than usual). lt is 

certainly elegant to disguise 

the port within the plinth 

arrangement, but the floor

level low-frequency energy 

thus created might over

excite the floor-to-ceiling 

room modes. 

R o o m  m e a s u r e m e n t s  

show more than ample mid

b a s s  o u t p u t  w h e n  t h e  

speaker is positioned clear of 

walls- and, incidentally, 

that its midband output is 

significantly smoother than 

that observed in the original 

Severn and Avon. 

Sound quality 
Unsighted listening tests 

gave slightly disappointing 

results. Initially I ascribed 

this to the possi bi I ity of i nsuf

ficiently-tightened floor

spikes; at least they seemed a 

little loose when I came to do 

the hands-on work. 

Spike tightness notwith

standing,  t h i s  s p e a k e r  

offers a fundamentally dull 

balance. There may well be systems and 

rooms in which this trait proves beneficial, 

but under our conditions it sounded rather 

shut in, irrespective of other virtues noted. 

And there are real virtues, especially in 

the subtle smoothness and evenhandedness 

of the broad midband. Indeed, I suspect this 

might explain the rather indiffer

ent initial reaction of the lis

tening panel. The mid band is 

so neutral and free from obvi

ous character that one tends 

to take it for granted; focus 

shifts instead to the rolled-off 

top and slightly thumpy 

bass. Get adjusted to these 

peculiarities - or find a 

room and system to which 

they are better suited- and 

the naturalness of the mid

band tonality and perspec

tives shines through. In 

dynamics it is a little under

stated, and the bottom end 

lacks gravitas, but the whole 

experience can be very satis

fying in a low-key manner. 

Conclusion 
The Severn 2's appealing 

midband is its most persua

sive virtue, but it has the 

unfortunate side effect of 

highlighting the speaker's 

deficiencies at the top and 

bottom of the frequency 

range. Potentially, this 

speaker is capable of fine 

results, if users pay care

ful attention to room and 

system matching. PMe .._. 



M ana 
Equipment 

Tables 
� Superb upgrade for 

any hi-fi system; like 

changing every 

component and buying 

a new music collection 

into the bargain. 

� Dust-trap par 

excellance; more 

addictive than crack 

cocaine. 

"Now, I can only say 
that until I had the Mana 
equipment table fitted, 
my hi-fi system was at 
best half-cocked." 

Verdict 
M ana 

Acoustics 
Reference 

PROS: Superb 

performance; great 

effects for a mere 

table 

CONS: A right royal 

pain to clean and dust 

Golden Tube Audio 
FOR the 

the magic of 
To hear LOVE 

John \'(lilliams 
playmg Concierto de 
Aranjuez by Rodrigo -
your f-/i Fi comes from 
Audioft·eaks. 

Single-ended designs, 
plenty of valve power in Pure 
Class A, transformer coupled 
valve pre-amplifier, beautiful 
craftsmanship and- of course
highly resolving, harmonically accurate 
and musically rewm·ding sounds along 
the lines of the highest f-ligh-iind 
standards. 

All the above qualities combined 
with uniquely affordable cost -that 
is what Golden Tube Audio is all 
about. t:nter the beautiful world of 
realtligh-t'nd Audio in a most 
appropnate and fully justified 
manner. 

AUDIOFREAKS 
Distributors of F;,•e Audio & llome Theatre Equipme"t 

of music 

15. link Way, Ham, Surrey TW10 701. Tel: 0181.948 4153 Fax: 0181.948 4250. 
email infO@audiofreaks.i-wav.co.uk www.audiofreaks.i-wav.co.uk 



Dali 606 

T
he Dali loudspeaker brand is distributed 

in the UK by Audio Club, alongside 

products from NAD and Onkyo. (Its 

acronymical name stands for DAnish 

Loudspeaker Industries -Ed.) Audioclub is 

part of a Danish-based operation that has 

interests in retail as well as manufacturing. 

The last Dali to be reviewed in Choice was 

the 104/2, a low-cost, high-sensitivity floor

stander that proved itself a very impressive 

general-purpose package (HFC 152). 

Presumably Dali excels at this game, 

because the new 606 has been concoted to 

a very similar cost-conscious formula, to hit 

a similar price point. In the wake of a recent 

£30 price cut this new model comes in at 

£400- just £30 more than the 104/2. The 

overall configuration is similar, but in the 

606 you get a significantly larger box, a 

heavier package, and an extra drive unit too. 

One might quibble at the quantity of 

black vinyl wrap on view, and the complete 

absence of any floor-coupling arrangements 

such as spikes. To address the latter a set of 

cones may be used instead, without adding 

too much to the cost. And though this 

speaker looks mighty cheap relative to other 

models in this test group, the scale of its 

inexpense is not unprecedented. The JPW 

ML1010 (HFC 170), for example, offers a 

VALUE 
PRICE £399.95 

0 An unusual combination of pod manners, hi&fl 

sensitivity, power handlina and fine bass extension, at 

a low price. Shame it doesn't look pretty as well! 

181 Audio Club, Untt 15, Faraday Road Industrial Estate, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3RY 

• (01296) 482017 

ON TEST: SPEAKERS (BELOW £580) 

similar complement of drive-units in an even 

bigger and heavier box, complete with sepa

rate plinth and spikes, for the same money. 

But there's no disputing the Dali's good 

basic material value for money, even if the 

inclusion of aesthetic features appears to 

have been an afterthought. 

A 25mm fabric-dome tweeter 

tops the front panel, surmount

ing an imposing column of three 

main drivers with 120mm cones 

and impressive cast chassis. The 

latter are reinforced by two differ

ent-sized ports on the rear panel. 

This configuration is unusual, 

since all three main drivers oper

ate through the bass region, 

while only the lower one is rolled 

off above 500Hz, allowing the 

upper pair to carry the midband 

up to the 3.1kHz tweeter 

crossover point. Cables connect 

through a single terminal pair. 

Room measurement indicates 

that free-space siting is preferred, 

though the bass alignment can 

tolerate some wall reinforcement 

i f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d i c t a t e .  

Interestingly, these far-field, aver

aged responses show a smoother 

result than the closer-miked lab 

tests, though an obvious suckout 

is visible at 500-600Hz. 

Sound quality 
Do high-sensitivity designs enjoy 

an advantage in our unsighted lis

tening tests? Only by virtue of the 

fact that the amplifier works less 

hard to drive them. The relative 

complexity of their driver arrays 

and the size of their boxes are both likely to 

detract from the quality of performance, 

rather than reinforce it. 

Bearing this in mind, it is all the more 

impressive to note the strong second-place

on-the-day performance clocked up by the 

606. Its slightly rich, dark balance wasn't to 

ever yone's taste, but most 

warmed to its decent bass 

extension, fine stereo 

soundstaging and compe

tent dynamic layering. A 

fine all-round perfor

mance, especially at the 

modest price. My own 

hands-on listening only 

served to confirm this 

design's competent behav

iour, fine headroom and 

commendable freedom 

from unwanted nasties. 

Conclusion 
Large speakers are an order 

of magnitude harder to 

design than stand-mounts 

and miniatures, and big 

cheap speakers are the 

most difficult task of all. So 

credit is due to Dali's engi

neers for creating a speaker 

that offers high sensitivity, 

good power handling and 

fine bass extension in the 

context of an essentially 

well-mannered sound. lt 

isn't a Kelly KT3 on the 

cheap, but it goes a fair 

way down that road, with a 

price that demands Best Buy 

recognition. PMe � 
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AUDIO T & AUDIO EXCELLENCE -

probably the two best specialist retailers of hi-fi 
and home cinema equipment - give independent 
advice, excellent deals and a level of after sales 
service that keeps customers 
returning 
year after 
year. 
We are not 
just the same 
as other 
dealers, so 
why not send 
for our full 
brochure to 
see why. 

Ask for your 
free copy of 
MUSIC AT 
HOME 
The Ultimate 
Guide 

'trFREEPHONE 0500 101501 
Sa m - 1 Opm 7 days a week (UK only) 

Or return the FREEPOST coupon below 

• 47 years of experience 
• authorised dealers 
• full demonstration facilities 
• 7 day exchanges 
• 30 day no charge upgrades 
• interest free credit 

�"""'BADA 
� '''' �' "'h••l<l1�· · "''' 

• part exchange 
• 3 year guarantee on hi-fi separates and systems 
• home loans and home dems 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Please send me my FREE copy of 
MUSIC AT HOME -The Ultimate Guide (UK only) 

NAME ................................................................................................ . 

ADDRESS ........................................................................................... . 

.. 
• 

POST CODE .... ......................... ............................................................ • 

Music at Home HFC2. Freepost LV1747, Abingdon, OX14 4YQ 
• 
• 
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AUDIO EXCELLENCE: 

BRISTOL 
65 Park Street 
Tel: 0117 926 4975 
lues- Sat 9am- S.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

CARDIFF 
134/136 Crwys Road 
Tel: 01222 228565 
lues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

CHESTER 
88/90 Boughton 
Tel: 01244 345576 
lues- Sat 9am- S.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

EXETER 
156 Sidwell Street 
Tel: 01392 491194 
lues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

GLOUCESTER 
58 Bristol Road 
Tel: 01452 300046 
lues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

PRESTON 
131 Friargate 
Tel: 01772 253057 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

SWANSEA 
9 High Street 
Tel: 01792 474608 
lues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

Sound� T 
VISI<Jl� 

WORCESTER 

WORCESTER 
Independence House 
The Trinity 
Tel: 01905 619059 
lues- Sat3 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

All shops are closed on 
Mondays. 

AUDIOT: 

BASINGSTOKE 
4 Feathers Lane 
Tel: 01256 324311 
lues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

BRENTWOOD 
30 Crown Street 
Tel: 01277 264730 
lues- Sat 9.30am- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til 8pm 

CAMBERLEY 
173-175 London Road 
Tel: 01276 685597 
Tues- Fri lOam- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til 8pm 

CHELTENHAM 
40/42 Albion Street 
Tel: 01242 583960 
Tues- Fri 9.30am- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

ENFIELD 
159a Chase Side 
Tel: 0181 367 3132 
lues- Fri 9.30am- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

GANTS H ILL 
442-444 Cranbrook Rd 
Tel: 0181 518 0915 
Tues- Fri lOam -6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til 8pm 

LONDON 
WEST HAMPSTEAD 
190 West End Lane 
Tel: 0171 794 7848 
lues - Sat 1 Oam - 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til 8pm 

OXFORD 
19 Old High Street, 
Headington 
Tel: 01865 765961 
Tues- Fri lOam- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til 8pm 

READING 
4 Queens Walk, 
Broad Street Mall 
Tel: 0118 958 5463 
lues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

SWINDON 
60 Fleet Street 
Tel: 01793 538222 
lues- Sat 9.30am- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til Spm 

For the very latest information please check our web sites at 
www.audio-t.co.uk and www.audio-excellence.co.uk 

PRICE PROMISE 
* You won't find better service. 
* You won't find better sound. 
* But if you find a better deal, 

let us know and as long as we 
can verify it we'll be happy 
to match it. 

MAIN BRANDS 
STOCKED: 

ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY 

ACOUSTIC 
PRECISION 

ALPHASON 

APOLLO 

ARCAM 

ATACAMA 

AUDIOLAB 

AUDIOQUEST 

B&W 
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DYNAUDIO 
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MARANTZ 
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MORDAUNT
SHORT 
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QUAD 
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SONY 
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STANDS UNIQUE 
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ELECTRONICS 
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TARGET 
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TEAC 

TECHNICS 

VAN DEN HUL 

YAMAHA 

Not all products 
are stocked by 
every shop 
so please check 
with your local 
branch before 
travelling 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (BELOW £580t 

Dynaudio Audience 50 0 ynaudio, a long-established Danish 

company, is better known for its 

unusual main drivers than complete 

speaker systems. Nonetheless, word 

on the latter seems to be getting around. 

In HFC 167 we reviewed and 

Recommended the Contour 1.8, one of 

Dynaudio's upmarket floorstanders finished 

in real-wood veneer. This time round, our 

scrutiny turns to one of the cheapest models 

in the range. However, this is one of the clas

sic occasions when 'inexpensive' would be a 

more accurate soubriquet than cheap. Even 

the marketing man's euphemism struggles 

with a product that costs two to three times 

more than same-size offerings from other 

famous brand names. 

On a superficial inspection this is a sim

ple, demure, decidedly understated product. 

lt is vinyl-finished, two-way, and stand

mount in configuration. The price, a hefty 

£577, comes as a bit of a shock- you get 

none of the fancy veneer and cabinetwork 

offered by other marques at this price. 

Dynaudio has a number of arguments to 

rebut accusations of cheapskatery. lt claims 

to spend more of its budget on engineering, 

with a positive effect on sound quality. Its 

boxes are more solidly built than most, 

allegedly, even if they don't look so pretty. 

Perhaps most important of all, Dynaudio 

VALUE 
PRICE £577NOT CIIIICKD 

O Not much to look at maybe, but it punches way above 

its wei&ht in the sound quality arena. Open and 

transparent with a line dynamic ranp, but rather 

sensitive to careful system matchin& 

181 Oynaudio (UIQ, 29 Robyns Way, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 3EB 
lit 451938 

makes big boasts for its unique main driver, 

whose combination cone/dome plastic 

diaphragm is driven nodally from an oversize 

voice coil. Our listening tests will either jus

tify or debunk such hype, but there is no 

denying Dynaudio drivers are deployed in 

impressive and exotic speaker designs from 

the likes of PMC or Totem. 

In the back panel there's a port, supplied 

with optional foam bungs, and just a pair of 

signal input terminals (Dynaudio doesn't 

believe in bi-wiring). Bass alignment wasn't 

ideal for our room, but the speaker works 

fine in free space, and the bungs may be 

inserted for close-to-wall siting. 

Sound quality 
The moment of truth arrived when 

Dynaudio's 'under-the-skin' engineering 

approach took its turn behind the black cur

tain. And the Audience 50 passed with fly

ing colours. Not only did it register a com

fortable 'best of the day' in the company of 

price-for-price peers; but when I sneaked it 

in among more upmarket models in a subse

quent test, it came close to repeating the 

trick and comfortably mixed it with the thou

sand pounders. In fairness, when you add 

the cost of the pricey Kudos S100 stands I 

was using, the Dynaudio ceases to look like 

such a bargain, and its sensitivity is lower 

than those £1,000 rivals, but I remained 

very impressed by the way it punched above 

its weight. it serves to vindicate my long

held contention that a good stand-mount is 

more than a match for most floorstanders. 

Most panellists placed the Dynaudio first 

or second on the day, handing out praise for 

its attack, detail and energy: "Excellent vital

ity- jig-tastic!" A more careful and consid

ered appraisal sums it up rather well: "Tight 

and rhythmic with a hard edge. Pretty excit

ing but just on the edge of aggression for me. 

Great if it stays this side of the razor's edge." 

That tendency towards hardness was the 

only criticism, which led two panellists to 

mark it down to average. System selection 

must be partly to blame. The sound 

smoothed out when I changed from Naim to 

Krell amplification in the hands-on work. 

Conclusion 
A vinyl-finished, two-way, compact stand

mount speaker: for £577 it's hardly the bar

gain of the month. But the hi-fi game is all 

about reproduction of sound and music, not 

interior design. And in sound and music 

reproduction terms alone, the Audience 50 

is an obvious Best Buy. What it loses on the 

swings of dynamic grip, it gets back redou

bled on the roundabouts of midband trans-

parency, tonal accuracy and dynamic range. PMe � 
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The Alternative Hi-Fi 
Shop 

Come and hear why 

93-95 N antwich Road 

Crewe, Cheshire 

Tel: 01270 214143 

Buying hi-fi should be a delight. 
If you would rather chose your new hi-fi in a civilised and relaxed 
atmosphere from a well-chosen selection of genuine performance 
equipment, then we ore for you. Bring along your own records or 

CDs, we'll provide the coffee, and hear the difference we con make to 
your enjoyment of music. 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KTl 4DA 
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M
i s s i o n ' s 7 5 2  e n c l o s u r e  

(Recommended, HFC 138) always 

stood in the shadow of the multi-dri

ver 753 (Recommended, HFC 114). 

The latter offered the visual appeal of multi

ple drive units, and the accolade of an EISA 

Award in 1993. All the while, however, 

cognoscenti deemed the simpler, less under

stated 752 the enthusiast model. Both 

designs are now in updated Freedom form, 

and true to form the 753F scored a Best Buy 

rating in HFC 164's group test. Now comes 

the 752F's turn to prove its mettle. 

Three years on from our last visit, the 

price has crept up from £500 to £580, 

which is not too dramatic an increase, and 

many of the ingredients are immediately 

familiar. My only regret is the demise of the 

elegant backward-sloping front panel of the 

original, which has been replaced by an 

altogether less distinctive rectilinear shape. 

it's a good looker, but has lost some of its 

own identity by imitating its bigger brothers. 

The main reason for launching the new 

Freedom series was Mission's adoption of a 

new (and undoubtedly improved) tweeter. In 

the 752F's case, the company has elected 

to reprise its 'traditional' approach of siting 

the main driver above the tweeter. 

Where the 753F is notable for an entire 

"'"' l�l 

SOUND ***** 
VALVE ***** 
PRICE £578.00/ILIGBT OAXI £648.00 
0 A good all-round performer, compactly packaged in 

an 8Jiceptionally lounge-friendly real wood veneer, 

and priced realistically. A lively and communicative 

8llperience, with good foot-tapping potential and grip. 

181 Centralforce Lid, Stonehill, Hunbngdon, Cambs. P£18 6ED 
m (01480) 451777 

baffle full of main drivers, the 752F is a sim

ple two-way, with just a single bass/mid dri

ver to cover the lower two-thirds of the audio 

range. However, the multiple drivers in the 

753F are relatively inexpensive pressed

frame affairs, whereas the 752F's singleton 

is altogether more interesting. lt incorpo

rates a hefty cast frame and a 

120mm cone made from ultra

light Aerogel foam material. 

Matched real-wood veneers 

cover the sides, top and lower 

third of the front panel. The 

upper (business) section of the 

baffle sets drivers and ports 

against a smart textured sec

tion, though all of this may be 

hidden under a chamfered 

wood-frame grille. A wide 

chamfer has been sliced off the 

sharp enclosure edges all round, 

and this is filled with M OF fillets 

painted to match the veneer. 

The finishing touch is a 

moulded-plastic plinth that ably 

accommodates floor-spikes and 

increases the overall stability 

footprint. 

The original 752 was a little 

light in the bass, and definitely 

needed the proximity of a wall to 

achieve adequate mid/bass out

put. Close comparison of origi

nal and new data shows that 

Mission has managed to 

squeeze some worthwhile extra 

bass out of the box- probably 

from the extra port tucked 

around the back, which I don't 

remember from the original. 

The speaker is now better 

suited to free space siting, though some wall 

reinforcement is feasible. 

Sound quality 
The 752F acquitted itself well in the listen

ing tests, exhibiting decent consistency 

between two separate presentations. lt did

n't top anyone's lists, but seemed 

to do most things pretty well, 

one or two better than that, 

and nothing poorly. 

The tonal balance is per

haps a little too safe and 

conservative. The slight lack 

of top end robs the sound of 

some 'air ', but tempo and 

tonality are good, under

pinned by a decent measure 

of dynamic grip. Deep bass 

isn't on the agenda, but 

what's offered is lively and 

punchy. Solo voices are very 

well articulated, though on 

test there was a trace of con

gestion and smearing with 

choral material. 

Conclusion 
The 7 52 Freedom· excels as 

a good all-rounder. lt com

prises an exceptionally 

lounge-friendly package at a 

realistic price, and improves 

upon the original at both 

ends of the price spectrum. 

On offer is a lively and com

municative experience, with 

good foot-tapping potential 

and a measure of dynamic 

grip. All of this adds up to a 

Best Buy rating in my book. PMe � 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (BELOW £580) 

TDL RTL3SE 

I
t is exactly four years si nee Choice 

reviewed and Recommended the original 

TDL RTL3 (HFC 126). lt was a pioneer of 

the budget floorstander scene, and the 

fact of its continuing manufacture indicates 

the commercial success it has enjoyed. 

However, the indelicate art of marketing 

dictates a regular dose of novelty to attract 

the fickle attention of dealers and customers 

alike, so TDL has released an SE variation 

on the familiar theme. The price has crept 

up to £449 (from £399), which seems a 

pretty modest increase over a four-year 

period, especially since a number of former 

extras are now standard fitments. Previously 

you'd have forked out an additional £12 for 

a set of spikes, but now the package 

includes a separate plinth as well as spikes. 

On the cosmetic front, there are gilt fixing 

screws for the drivers, and the crossover net

work has been extensively revised to employ 

higher-grade components. 

TDL.:s roots lie in large, pricey, speakers 

that use long, folded transmission lines to 

load the bass output. The RTL series -

standing for Reflex/Transmission Line hybrid 

-seeks to offer the benefits of a transmis

sion-line enclosure at a fraction of the cost. 

The RTL3SE is certainly a hefty-sized box 

VALUE 

PRICE £449.95 

0 A good value big box, with a characteristic flavour 

that some will find appealing. A touch of boom'n'tizz, 

but slammin' bass and sufficient fun factor carry it 

through - provided you can handle the recessed 

midband. 

181 TDL Electronics ltd, P.O. Box 98, High Wycombe, Bucks, 

HP!O 9SH 

sa (01628) 850111 

for the price. lt is sensibly shaped, with a 

slim aspect from the front and plenty of 

front-to-back depth to provide a firm 

mechanical footprint. I'm less impressed by 

the 'cherrywood' vinyl cladding, which one 

could envisage on a sticky-backed roll in DIY 

su perstores. I guess that goes with the 

price/size territory. And while there are bi

wire input terminals fitted on the rear panel, 

their height above floor-level may leave 

cables dangling visibly. 

Sound quality 
This speaker split the panel's opinions right 

down the middle. Some hated "the rumbling 

thuddy bass with crashy treble". Others 

basked in "the powerful bass, which is tight 

and in control, giving a solid foundation to 

the sound". 

There's no denying that this speaker has 

something of the 'loudness contour' about its 

balance, with a notably full and extended 

bass, a rather recessed midband, but too 

There are two identical 

main drive-units, each with 

125mm plastic cones. 

They are placed above and 

below a soft-fabric-dome 

tweeter of 25mm diameter 

- 6mm bigger than the 

original RTL3's unit. 

Internal bracing adds a 

labyrinth element to the 

reflex loading, and helps to 

stiffen those large-area side 

panels. The substantial twin 

ports are foam-damped. 

much mid-treble strength. This has tended 

--��--·111 to alienate our panels in the past, but 

From the outside, only 

the tweeter change is obvi

ous, but comparison of old 

and new room measure

ments shows a number of 

significant changes: notably 

improved overall sensitivity 

(without any amplifier load 

penalty), and a slight bass 

realignment that still favours 

free-space siting, but makes 

close-to-wall locations a 

more realistic option. More 

worrying is a rather abrupt 

discontinuity at 1kHz 

under far-field averaging. 

• 

not now: with two in favour and 

two against, this reviewer was 

forced to take the casting vote. 

The balance is indeed a bit 

odd-ball, and not much to my 

personal taste either, but listen 

'past' the balance and it's pretty 

good fun, with good dynamic 

range, especially through the 

bass region. The midband does 

sound a bit constricted, but 

methinks a great deal of appeal 

will derive from the fact that it's 

a bit of a floor-shaker, capable of 

going loud and probably best 

suited to larger rooms.· 

Conclusion 
What's in an SE update? In this 

case, not so much a solution to 

the limitations of the original, 

but instead a swap for a slightly 

different set of compromises. 

This is still a good-value big box, 

with a characteristic flavour 

that has its own appeal, and 

sufficient fun factor for contin-

ued Recommendation. PMe � 



UNUKE MOST SPEAKER COMPANIES, 
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comes the ultimate horror: The Dynaudio- the flat driver membrane geometry and the 

free Dynaudio speaker. minimization of phase problems. From truly 

superior materials, in extremely limited 

No way! Just kidding! In fact, it's just the numbers. To create beautiful, true music. 

other way around; 90% of all other high- And nothing else. 

end manufacturers do not painstakingly 
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truth-loving English public, as theit· own You'll love it. Because unlike most speaker 
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Danes, still believe in a 100% in-house production. speakers. We write our own ads and brochures, too. 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£580-£800t 

Heybrook Ultima 0 ur recent reviews of Heybrook speak

ers have tended to feature compact 

and prettily-finished stand-mount 

designs. So it came as quite a shock to 

unpack this pair of big bruisers. 'Pretty' was 

not the adjective that sprang to mind as a 

vast area of wood print revealed itself; maybe 

'purposeful' would fit the bill. But I can see 

no obvious way of shoe-horning four drive

units and a port into a smaller enclosure. 

The £650 Ultima is the largest of four 

vinyl-wrapped Heybrooks, all conceived 

with half an eye on home cinema as well as 

hi-fi. The implication is surely that a pair of 

Ultimas render further subwoofery unneces

sary. it's a reasonable proposition, given that 

we're dealing with a pair of port-loaded, 26-

litre bass chambers, each driven by a pair of 

120mm doped-paper cones. A driver of sim

ilar size handles the midband duties, and 

this is mounted in its own sealed section at 

the top of the speaker, above the 2 5mm fab

ric dome tweeter. 

Heybrook was one of the first speaker 

brands to become involved with spiked 

stands, and the company's steel-tubed 

HBSl is now a classic. So it's fitting that the 

Ultima is equipped with a tubular steel 

frame at the base, which provides a gen

uinely secure platform for tight fitting spikes. 

Bi-wire terminals are fitted, quite high up on 

VALUE 

PRICE £649.00 

0 This large, multi-driver floorstander has good 

sensitiv� weight and energy, but the balance could be 

smoother. and the visual presentation might be prettier. 

181 Heybrook Hi-Fi ltd, Clemo Road, Liskeard, Cornwall, 
PLI4 3NH 

fit (01579) 342866 

the back panel - only a bonus for those 

who enjoy the sight of trailing wires. 

Room responses indicate a more-than

ample supply of mid-to-upper bass on offer 

from the Ultima, irrespective of assistance 

from nearby walls. it's interesting to note 

that the Heybrook showed a smoother bal

ance than the other two high sensitivity 

designs (Dali, Kelly) in the one-metre lab 

test, but was actually 

the least evenly bal

anced of the three on 

our far-field reverber

ant in-room a ppra is a I. 

Souncl quality 
The Ultima gave a 

rather disappointing 

account of itself in the 

l i s t e n i n g  t e s t s .  

Because it is so similar 

to the Dali 606 (in size, 

shape and driver line

up), inevitably the two 

of them were juxta

posed and compared. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  

Heybrook, there's no 

avoiding the conclu

sion that the signifi

cantly cheaper Dali 

came in ahead by a 

small margin. 

That's not to say 

this is a bad loud

speaker. One panellist 

showed some enthusi

asm for the "fine 

dynamics and timing, 

the effective level 

tracking". He wel-

comed the impression of real energy coming 

through, and the good sense of space and 

air: "Very natural; the music breathes more 

easily and even has some depth". 

Another was less impressed: "Sounds 

clumped together in the middle ... I can 

imagine some people liking its crude 

impact ... Curious lack of presence with 

good diction - suggests balance aberra-

tions ... A real curate's egg". 

Such polarised opinions leave the 

reviewer in a dilemma, and compel 

him to take on the role of referee. 

Experience suggests that both 

flavours of comment are likely to con

tain elements of truth, as panellists 

tend to pick up strongly on an initial 

first impression, and use the rest of 

the session as reinforcement. 

The Ultima has quite a lot going for 

it, and delivers a good impression of 

weight and scale without the handi

cap of mid-bass boom. However, in 

keeping with my initial suspicions, 

there was definitely something of a 

'subwoofer' effect obvious in the bot

tom-end performance, and low-level 

information sometimes seemed 

obscured. The sound is quite tidy but 

a bit shut in, and could do with a little 

more life and vigour. 

The proverbial mixed bag; during this 

test Ultima's main problem was in 

locking horns with the very similar

looking Dali 606 at less than two

thirds the price. The Heybrook has 

the advantage of proper floor cou

pling, but actually loses out slightly 

in overall sound quality. PMe � 





Jamo 507A 

D
anish company Jamo is one of 

Europe's most successful speaker 

brands, thanks largely to the emphasis 

it places on imaginative design and 

presentation. This approach is exemplified 

by the £700 floorstanding 507 A, which is 

quite different from the stereotypical models 

that constitute the bulk of our test group. 

The wipe-clean, smoked-glass top sur

face is a tidy and practical way of finishing 

off the awkward visible end of a cabinet. The 

latter is cleverly constructed with unusual 

curved sides. But that's just one neat detail. 

The real trick, ideally suited to our slimline 

age, is in fashioning a speaker that looks like 

it is only 13cm wide- it is, but only at the 

very front edge. Convex sides increase the 

width to 22cm at the middle, while the 

decent 29cm depth ensures good overall 

stability with the supplied spike kit. 

In order to achieve that exceptionally nar

row profile, Jamo has opted for a three-way 

configuration. The midrange uses twin dri

vers with baby 75mm cones, mounted 

above and below a 25mm soft dome 

tweeter; while the bass is generated by a 

band-pass (or coupled cavity) bass arrange

ment entirely contained by the box. 

All of the bass comes out of a large port, 

which is excited by a cavity inside. The cav

ity itself is energised by twin internal bass 

VALUE 
PIUCI £700.00 

0 Very ima&inative presentation is much more 
impressive than the only partly convincin& sound 
quality and the sli&htJY dod&Y amplifier load. 

181 Jamo UK Ltd, Jamo House, 5 Faraday Close, Drayton 

Fields, Daventry, Northants NNII 5RD 

• (01327) 301300 

drivers operating in a push

pull arrangement. This 

does offer potential bene

fits in terms of control, but 

makes inefficient use of 

enclosure volume. 

Room responses show 

plenty of mid-bass output, 

even with the loudspeakers 

well clear of walls. But this 

is a rather isolated promi

nence. Deep bass extension 

is limited, and upper bass is 

rather lacking, too. Output 

peaks at around 700-

SOOHz. Though the drive

unit configuration is inde

pendent three-way, only bi

wire signal input terminals 

are fitted. 

Sound quality 
The 507 A neither disgraced 

itself in the listening tests, 

nor covered itself in glory. 

The consensus view placed 

its sonic performance a lit

tle below average, on a day 

in which its price was a lit

tle below the group aver

age, too. This doesn't tell 

the whole story, since half 

the panel was well per

suaded by its up-front 

charms, while the other 

half focused more closely 

on its deficiencies. 

I never attempt to 

extract a consensus view 

from a listening panel, 

since this is liable to cause 

ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£580-£800) 

extrovert individuals to lead 

o p i n i o n s .  Ne ve r t h e l e s s ,  

things become difficult 

when one listener describes 

a speaker as: "detailed and 

exciting without being offen

sive", while another com

plains of "a slow, over

damped bass with little 

extension, plus a thin 'spike' 

in the midband". 

Ultimately, the latter corre

lates more closely with the 

measurements and my 

hands-on listening. I found 

my self agreeing with 

another panellist who felt 

that the speaker sounded 

quite exciting on first expo

sure, but had an unrelenting 

forwardness which tended 

to hy pe detail at the expense 

of more neutral, subtle per

spectives. 

Conclusion 
In practice the Jamo 507 A 

doesn't sound as big as it 

looks. The bass seems a little 

detached and thumpy, with 

only average weight; while 

the unusually difficult load, 

only partially compensated 

by sensitivity, cou Id stress 

unwary amplifiers. The best 

feature of this model is an 

exceptionally clever and 

imaginative visual presenta

tion, which combines a 

super-slim front view with a 

smoked-glass top. PMe _... 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£580-£800) 

JBL SVA1500 

L
oudspeaker packing cartons aren't the 

most useful vehicle for point-of-sale 

material. However, J BL's decision to 

highlight the 'loud' in loudspeaker here 

should give some idea as to where this 

design is coming from -or where it would 

like you to think it's coming from. 

Take a famous brand name, lace it with a 

slice of attitude, and you end up with an 

interesting niche product. Though it is rela

tively expensive for a stand-mount at £700, 

the SVA1500 looks like one of the US-built 

JBLs, as distinct from the Danish variety. 

The most distinctive feature here is a 

tweeter that's probably unique on the 

domestic hi-fi scene, borrowed from JBL:s 

pro-audio heritage. Described as a bi-radial 

horn, it looks like a scaled-down variation on 

the 'elephant's bum' theme. Badger's back

side may be more appropriate. 

There are reasons why horns are more 

popular in pro-audio than hi-fi. Their advan

tages of high sensitivity and controlled direc

tivity must be set against the difficulty of 

avoiding coloration. But on any of our mea

surements, the SVA1500 actually has a sen

sitivity just below average, so efficiency can

not be the reason for including the horn. My 

cynicism suggests that in marketing land, 

any unique selling point is better than none, 

SOUND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £700.00 

0 A bit of a sheep in woH's clotlling, but it gets well into 

the spirit of the music- apart from the over-enthu

siastic port thumping away. Good basic fun; the 

tweeter will impress your mates and your ears. 

181 Gamepath ltd, 25 Heathfields, Stacey Bushes, Milton 

Keynes, Bucks. MKI2 6HR 

Ill (01908) 317707 

but at least JBL has provided an engineering 

'white paper' to explain controlled directivity 

in a domestic hi-fi context. 

While there may be a case for focusing tre

ble frequencies in such a way as to reduce 

room reflections, the SVA1500 behaves as an 

omni-directional point source at low frequen

cies, moving over to a line-source in the mid

band before the horn takes over. The only sim

ple answer is that this is a complex scenario! 

Acoustics aside, the construction of this 

large horn structure should provide a firm 

mechanical platform for the tweeter; while 

the act of horn-loading should add a useful 

degree of damping for the diaphragm. 

Twin lOOmm main drivers are used 

above and below the horn, cre-

ating the Symmetrical 

Vertical Array (SVA) of the 

nameplate. The combined 

area of the two cones 

should equate to a 

140mm diameter single 

cone. But the use of two 

smaller units permits the 

loudspeaker enclosure to 

be unusually slim, and 

the horn loading will help 

to prevent the tweeter 

from suffering baffle-edge 

diffraction effects. 

The back panel has a 

single terminal pair and 

an enormous reflex port. 

Said port contributes alto

gether too lustily to room 

measurements for one to 

consider placing the 

SVA1500 near to walls. 

The upper bass looks 

decidedly lean. 

Sound quality 
The SVA1500 put in a solid listening test 

performance, and was well liked by all, 

though it did not appear at the top of any

one's list. Even when sited on high stands 

well clear of walls, the 1500's thuddy, 

thumpy bass did not appeal wholly to the 

tastes of our listeners. But that is not to say 

it might not be a popular selling feature out 

there in the real world! 

For a small speaker, the JBL kicks. lt may 

thud, but also it stops, starts and times well, 

with some drip and drama. The balance is a 

little recessed in the middle, yet diction is 

very clear and coherent, and one panellist 

singled out percussion for particular praise. 

That indicates the tweeter is making a 

positive contribution. 

Conclusion 
To be honest, the 

SVA1500 is a bit of a 

sheep in wolf's clothing; 

the classy main drivers 

and unique tweeter are 

bound to command some 

sort of premium, but £700 

does seem rather high for a 

v i n y l - c o v e r e d  s t a n d 

mount. You'll have to make 

up your own mind about 

the aesthetic attitude, but 

it does sound good, and 

gets into the spirit of the 

music. All that detracts is 

the over-enthusiastic port 

thumping away, but a lot of 

potential buyers never 

grow tired of large bass. As 

for the Loud bit on the box 

-I should coco! PMe .,.. 
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LET YOUR EARS DECIDE? 
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performance. 
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available. If you are really serious about amplification, the 5000 stereo 
amplifier is stunning. 
UNISON RESEARCH. Amazing value valve amplifiers with looks, 
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KRELL. The new 250A/250P pre and power combination makes Kre/1 
performance affordable. Real power at your fingertips. 
ANTHEM. A new product using hybrid technology. The integrated/CD is 
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LOUDSPEAKERS 
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WILSON/BENESCH. Its great to be working with this company and their 
products. Superb innovative Hi-Fi. 
GERSHMAN. A speaker with fantastic looks and style to grace any 
home, and the performance- WOW. 
ORCHID. it is still a fact that some of the worlds best speakers come from 
the UK and this one is no exception to the rule. Not for the faint hearted 
but for real music. Truly amazing. 
LUMLEY. But if there are no holds barred - the latest UM 1 's are still the 
best we have heard under £20K. Reality that you will find hard to 
believe. 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£580-£800) 

Monitor Audio 702PMC 

M 
o lqbal's Monitor Audio company 

has a reputation for turning out 

some of the prettiest woodwork 

imaginable, and this rosemah

veneered standmount is no exception. The 

base price for the 702PMC may be £600, 

but that's for the black version only. 

Rosemah, cherry or oak will cost an extra 

£100. Perhaps you'll be more surprised to 

learn that it costs only another £200 to get 

the floorstanding 703PMC version -

Recommended in HFC 160. Since you will 

need a pair of stands to support the 

702PMC properly, this smaller model could 

work out more costly, especially in the real

wood-veneered guise that we tested. 

That said, they're deuced pretty little 

things. Fifteen-year-old Tallulah surveyed 

the assembled 15 speakers and immedi

ately pronounced these the ones to die for. 

"When you've finished with them ... please, 

Dad'" she said, casually but persuasively. 

The poor bairn looked quite crestfallen when 

I pointed out a) that they cost £700, and b) 

that Uncle Mo has a business to run. 

The 702PMC is the second model up in 

a four-strong range, and the third to come 

under Choice scrutiny. All three have shared 

the same complement of drive-units and 

similar crossovers so far as I can tell. The 

VALUJ: 
PRICJ: PROM £599.99 

0 Gorgeous-looking stand-mount doesn't come cheap, 

but uses high-tech metal diaphragms to deliver 

exceptional midband focus and precision, with fine 

all-round listenability. 

Q3l Monitor Audio Ltd. 34 Clifton Road, Cambridge CBI 4lN 
1it (01223) 242898 

impedance curves vary mainly in bass tun

ing, which is a function of box size. 

Drive units as much as cabinetwork are 

responsible for this range's premium prices. 

'Pure Metal Cones' are still enough of a dis

tinguishing feature to command an upmar

ket price-point, even though a number of 

brands have begun to challenge this status 

quo (see reviews of JPW on p101, and 

Musical Technology on pl05). 

Gold anodising imbues Monitor Audio's 

cones and domes with distinctive visual flair. 

The 115mm-diameter, curved-profile cone 

operates in an injection-moulded basket, 

while the 25mm tweeter is heavily protected 

by a gilt mesh. Bi-wire terminals are fitted 

on the rear, alongside a solidly-fitted port. 

Like its mates, the 702PMC likes to be 

mounted clear of walls. A close comparison 

of data from the three Mo'sketeers makes 

interesting reading. Tonal bal

ance differences occur 

more in the upper bass and 

lower midband than in the 

bass alignment itself. The 

702PMC improves on the 

700PMC with worthwhile 

extra warmth around 

200Hz, but still falls well 

short of the flatness and 

smooth ne ss of the 

703F'MC floorstander. 

Ironically, the latter has the 

least absolute bass exten

sion by a small margin. 

Sound quality 
Though it was well liked 

during the listening tests, 

the 702PMC didn't suit 

every taste, but attracted 

many favourable comments. "Integrated, 

fast, controlled. Doesn't clog up. Got guts and 

doesn't overhang. Nice texture to the choir. 

Rounded, balanced and nice to listen to." 

Alternatively: "Focus and power combine 

to produce a meaty result, with some depth 

layering for a change. Makes musical and 

lyrical sense better than usual; toe-tapping 

stuff with energy and verve, though still not 

dynamic enough. A well-balanced product 

that's hard to trip up, and easy to enjoy." 

I don't share such unbridled enthusiasm 

-to my ears the bottom end is a little dis

engaged, and voices seem a smidgen closed 

in. But I do admire the splendid mid-fre

quency coherence and focus, and I believe 

the cautious voicing will be welcomed every 

time this speaker is partnered with aggres

sive-sounding components. 

Conclusion 
lt would be churlish to 

refuse the 702 PMC a 

Recommended flag. lt 

shares so many ingre

d i e n t s  w i t h  t h e  

7 0 0 P M C  a n d  

703PMC, which have 

already earned their 

l a u r e l s .  S o  t h e  

7 0 2 P M C  r e c e i v e s  

equivalent honours on 

the basis that it is 

slightly better than the 

700, but also in the 

knowledge that the 

703 is better still, and 

by a rather greater mar

gin. And it could even 
work out cheaper, since 

it doesn't need a stand. PMe � 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£580-£800) 

Ruark Sceptre 

I
t has long been a Ruark hallmark to deco

rate the front panel of a speaker by using 

gilt bolts. There's no harm in it, since 

most front panels are decidedly boring to 

look at. And at least it emphasises the point 

that you're taking trouble to bolt the drive 

units into place. 

Appearance has a lot to do with Ruark's 

success. The house style is classy veneer

work with scalloped edges, which will fit in 

beautifully with traditional-style real-wood 

furnishings. Advanced aesthetics may also 

be invoked to explain why this pretty little 

stand-mount costs a hefty £600. 

Quality components are used through

out. The drive-units are flush-mounted into 

the veneered front panel in an inverted 

arrangement, with the main driver above the 

tweeter. The tweeters a re offset from the 

centre line, the better to distribute baffle

edge discontinuities. This has the added 

benefit of leaving room for a large port, while 

the rnirror-imaging asymmetrical front-panel 

layout adds a touch of class. (Inevitably, this 

feature also represents a significant manu

facturing cost.) Bi-wire terminals, gold

plated of course, provide for signal input. 

In-room far-field measurements suggest 

the Sceptre should be quite tolerant of 

diverse rooms and placement sites. ln free 

VALtiE 
PRICE ntt ... 

LJ Prtlty lulry stlnd-IIOUIIt witll tnldiliollal stJIIIII 

cues. Sonicllly hulpend lly biiiiiCt -lies

..ased pnMIICI plls I tnble pulL Worb best la 
the lllll'filld. 

B Ruatk Acoustics Ltd. 59 Tailors Court. Temple Farm 

Industrial Estate, Southend-on-Sea. Essex SS2 5TH 
• (01702) 601410 

space the trace shows 

a dry but well 

extended bass align

ment. Close-to-wall 

siting leaves the sound 

a little midbass-heavy 

and rather less even, 

though still viable. So 

logic suggests experi

menting with positions 

in between. 

The other Paul's lab 

tests (single speaker at 

o n e  m e t r e )  d o n't 

always correlate with 

my far-field, stereo 

pair, reverberant field 

room measurements, 

but on this occasion 

there's no disputing a 

strange tonal balance. The Sceptre 

shows a dramatically sucked-out presence

band prior to an obvious 1OkHz treble peak. 

Sound quality 
Since every test candidate possesses differ

ent electrical efficiencies, during our tests 

we adjust amplifier volume settings to 

ensure no speaker gains an unfair advantage 

by seeming louder. The Ruark's balance 

anomalies made it very difficult to set vol

ume levels accurately when carrying out the 

unsighted listening sessions. 

Furthermore, since listeners become very 

sensitive to tonal balance shifts when they 

are asked to comment upon hidden speaker 

after hidden speaker, perhaps it will come as 

no surprise that the Sceptre ended up at the 

bottom of the day's list under our conditions. 

That is not to say it disgraced itself. lt 

sounded sufficiently 'different' and 'wrong' 

to lose a few marks, but still it 

a t t r a c t e d  s o m e  

favourable comments. 

These highlighted the 

clarity and articulation of 

voices, with the treble 

peak providing some 

usefu I emphasis to con

sonants. 

lt is one arguable advan

tage of reduced presence 

(midband) energy, that a 

speaker may be driven 

harder and to higher lev

els before it starts to 

sound aggressive. 

The bass is clean, even 

and quite agile too, even 

though it lacks weight and 

grip. Deftly, though, it avoids 

the loss of upper-bass warmth that 

drags down the reputation of compact 

stand-mounts. My own hands-on work did 

I ittle to change the aforementioned observa

tions, but I found that the Sceptres worked 

better when I sat close to them. 

Conclusion 

When we reviewed Ruark's Crusader, a large 

floorstander, in HFC 167, it exhibited what 

was probably the most delightfully neutral 

balance of 14 competing upmarket designs. 

By total contrast, the mid-market, stand

mounted Sceptre turns out to have the least 

neutral and most anomalous balance in its 

test group. How could both speakers have 

come from the same stable? I don't know the 

answer, though it might have something to 

with room sizes and listening positions. 

Maybe the Sceptre should pursue a role as a 

near-field monitor? PMe � 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£800-£1,200t 

AVI Positron 

T
his is the first loudspeaker from West 

Country manufacturer AVI to come 

under formal Choice scrutiny. The com

pany is known primarily for a range of 

amplifiers and other electronics with a repu

tation for meticulous build and sound qual

ity. Regular readers will have encountered 

this pretty little floorstander in our recent 

Systems feature (HFC 172). Here it under

goes a more rigorous trial-by-peer-group, 

which provides a more revealing market

place perspective. 

Appearances hold the first surprise. The 

Positron carries a hefty £900 price-tag, yet 

it's the smallest and lightest floorstander in 

our group. it's well presented, with a sepa

rate plinth section, rebated drivers, and a 

decent real-wood veneer in a warmly nostal

gic stain. Granted, you don't need to shell 

out any extra for stands, but the price does 

seem high in the context of ingredients evi

dent, especially considering the inevitably 

modest capabilities of the small port-loaded 

main driver. This is particularly apparent in 

comparison with other models in the review, 

for example from Castle and Mission. 

it's a simple, two-way design, embodying 

a high-quality main driver with a � 90mm 

diameter doped-paper cone. This size is 

more commonly associated with seven-litre 

VALUE 
PRICI £8H.OO 

LJ Acoustically small for its price, and arauably 

better suited to smaller rooms than ours. Sounds 

impmsively neutral and quite transparent, if a little 

over-polite, and lackina in psto and bass weilhf. 

181 AVI, Un� F3, C3 Bath Road Trading Estate, Stroud, 

Gloucester, Gl5 3QF 

• (01453} 752 656 

miniature stand-mounts than floorstanders. 

The front-mounted port is a diminutive 

50mm in diameter, while the total active 

enclosure volume is a modest 12 litres. 

The averaged room responses show that 

the Positron's bass alignment is well suited 

to free-space siting, although some wall 

proximity is unlikely to do much 

harm. Unlike the 'U

s h a p e d '  r e s p o n s e  

recorded in the lab tests, 

this far-field reverberant 

measurement shows a 

remarkably neutral and 

well controlled balance, 

albeit with a small degree 

of local unevenness. 

Sound quality 
The Positron received very 

similar marks and com

ments on two separate 

presentations, when the 

panel showed unusual 

unanimity and consis

tency in placing it a little 

below average overa 11. 

They characterised a 

sound which is very much 

the logical consequence of 

the ingredients involved 

and their limited perfor

mance envelope. 

"A pleasant speaker if 

not too much is demanded 

of it. .. well balanced but 

loses control as the bass 

gets deeper ". "Slightly 

s o f t - s o u n d i n g; l a c k s  

dynamic edge ... not at 

all involving". "Ver y 

clean and articulate, but 'too precise' -

needs to be less well mannered, less dry". 

"P leasant and nice - an old man's 

speakerl" And I mightn't have repeated the 

last quote, out of politeness, except that the 

same listener uttered a duplicate quip on the 

Positron's second-round audition. 

Regrettably, there's no avoiding the 

observation that I ittle Positron 

was rather out of its depth 

under our test conditions. 

Extended hands-on work only 

confirmed the u nsighted find

i ngs. My notes refer to "feck

less dynamics" and a "light

weight balance that's close to 

neutral, smooth, but a little 

too polite". On the plus side, 

it's tidy, clean and quite 

transparent, providing the 

volume control is used with 

judicious restraint. 

Conclusion 
In acoustic terms, Positron is 

the smallest speaker within 

the test group, and suffers 

somewhat when compared 

to significantly larger alterna

tives available at a similar 

price. Arguably, it might be 

better suited to smaller 

rooms than the 5x7m exam

ple used for our tests. Low 

sensitivity and restricted 

bass weight are the limiting 

factors in a sound which, 

otherwise, is impressively 

neutral and transparent, if 

a little over-polite and lack-

ing in gusto for our listeners. PMe _.... 





ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£800-£1,200) 

B&W CDM7 

T
wo years ago B&W picked up an EISA 

Award for the CDM 1, and the bestowal 

of this honour no doubt stemmed in 

part from exceedingly pretty styling and 

presentation. This compact stand-mount 

incorporates a luxurious real-wood finish, 

heavily post-formed edges, and an interest

ing shape. The top section of the front baffle 

is 'sliced off', creating an angled face which 

in turn permits the tweeter to be mounted 

proud of the surface in its own little pod. 

B&W has pursued this technique for most of 

its long history, but never has it been been 

more elegantly executed. 

The success of the CDM 1, in the context 

of a marketplace moving inexorably away 

from stand-mounts towards floorstanders, 

could have only one logical outcome: the 

introduction of the £1,000 floorstanding 

CDM7. All the CDM1's styling cues are 

retained, but the dramatically different pro

portions have unfortunate repercussions. 

The cute, chunky quality of the CDM 1 has 

been sacrificed for something altogether less 

well shaped. Even the tweeter pod looks as 

though it is celebrating Black Nose Day. 

Unflattering proportions aside, the ingre

dients look pretty promising. The smart cab

inet is a clever combination of real-wood 

SOUND 

VAJ.VIl 

PRJCB £999.95 

0 Solid, deep bass and an attrac:tive visual 

presentation on the plus side of the equation, but 

midband lacks smoothness and the whole has 

insufficient coherence to justify the hefty price tae. 

181 B&W Loudspeakers ltd, Ma�borough Road, Lancing, 

West Sussex, BN 15 8TR 

• (01903) 750 750 

veneer with matching MDF inserts. lt feels 

very solid and secure on its floor spikes, 

despite the modest footprint. A three-way 

driver configuration consists of a 120mm 

Cobex cone (plus port) for the bass, a 

120mm Kevlar cone covering bass and 

mid range, and a 25mm metal-dome tweeter 

using neodymium magnets. 

Si-wire terminals only are fit

ted, despite the three drivers, 

and foam plugs are supplied 

to limit the port output (cen

tred here around a low 

30Hz) if desired. These were 

not needed for our tests, 

however, as room measure

ments showed an unusually 

even and deep bass exten

sion with the speakers clear 

of walls. More worrying was 

the uneven midband. 

Sound quality 
I've got used to B&Ws doing 

well in the blind listening 

tests. And the CDM7 seemed 

an obvious choice for the 

preparatory run-through 

which introduces our listen

ing panel to the musical pro

gramme. So I was a little 

taken aback by some rather 

uncomplimentary comments. 

However, these were only 

confirmed by the subsequent 

unsighted presentation: the 

CDM7 actually registered the 

lowest mark of the day, which 

was a real surprise. 

The lab reports indicate 

(and the room responses con-

firm) that the CDM7 has a rather uneven 

balance. This could be one factor that dis

tressed our panellists. Genuine deep bass 

weight is usually a definite plus-point, but 

there was criticism of timing and trans

parency, with the overall effect being rather 

thick, muddled and opaque, even though 

the overall spectral balance seemed 

quite well judged. 

During extended hands-on 

work the bass speed and tim

ing seemed to improve, sug

gesting that perhaps our test 

samples might have benefited 

from a longer running-in 

period. But the midband 

remains an unexpected weak

ness, and the overall effect 

never hinted at fu 11 and con

vincing top-to-bottom. coher

ence or seamlessness. 

Conclusion 
Something important seems to 

have been lost during the 

translation of B&W's CDM 

concept from stand-mount to 

floorstander. it's called charm. 

B&W's speakers have per

formed so consistently well in 

recent years, it comes a sur

prise to find one which doesn't 

quite deliver. By no means is 

this a bad loudspeaker, and it 

did improve steadily through

out the test programme. But 

despite its generous perfor

mance envelope, I cannot 

avoid concluding that this 

design remains undistinguished 

within its price group. PMe .... 
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ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£800-£1,200) 

JPW Ruby 4 

J 
PW is known primarily for its ultra

competitive budget speakers, distrib

uted in the UK by budget hi-fi special

ists Richer Sounds. Less well known 

perhaps is the upmarket Ruby series of 

speakers, whose models feature advanced 

metal-diaphragm drive units and luxury

veneer finishes, at prices comfortably ele

vated above the bargain basement. 

We reviewed the stand-mount Ruby 1 

way back in issue 139, and while its perfor

mance was good, the price seemed high at 

£500. Since it costs only £400 three years 

down the road, maybe it's time to look 

afresh at value. The Ruby 4, the subject of 

this review, also started out handicapped by 

a hefty £1,300 price-tag, but this model too 

has benefited from a substantial price cut. 

Now you'll pay only £1,000: still decidedly 

upmarket, but more affordable than before. 

The Ruby part of the name refers to the 

colour of the metallic main-driver 

diaphragms. As a by-product of the anodis

ing process, the tinting has the twin advan

tages of looking rather pretty and creating a 

strong brand identity, the better to distin

guish JPW from obvious rivals such as 

Monitor Audio (which favours gold). 

In dimensions the Ruby 4 is a classic 

compact floorstander. Our review sample 

VALVJl 
PRJCii £999.99(ROHWOODa £1199.99) 

0 Combines the focus and precision of metal 
diaphraa:ms, with useful extra dynamic brio and 
beautiful voicina:. in a pretty and compact packaa:e. 

181 JPW, Ocean Quay, Richmond Walk, Plymouth, Devon 
PLI 4LL 

tit (01752) 607 000 

was finished beautifully in a lustrous real

wood veneer (a £200 optional extra). The 

veneer contrasts nicely with the cone. 

The metal-diaphragm drivers are not this 

design's only intriguing feature. Other engi

neering touches mark out this model from 

the pack. Instead of fitting spikes into the 

base, or into a plinth attached to the base, 

the Ruby comes with a shaped tray, com

plete with chunky 8mm spikes, into which 

the speaker sits snugly. This 

provides stability, a mea

sure of decoupling, and 

arguably a more predictable 

interface with any number 

of floor construction types. 

lt came as a real surprise 

to realise that this was actu

ally the. only sealed-box 

speaker system in our 15-

strong test group. All of the 

others feature some form of 

reflex-port loading. There 

are pros and cons with both 

approaches, but the gentler, 

minimum-phase-shift roll

off of the sealed box has 

much to commend it under 

real-room conditions. And 

the two 120mm metal 

cones covering the bass 

region are quite sufficient for 

normal rooms and average 

sensitivity. Three separate 

terminal pairs are fitted, giv

ing good flexibility for bi

wire/bi-amp options. The 

gentle roll-off implies that 

some wall reinforcement 

might help to achieve the 

best bass balance. 

Sound quality 
The JPW was an impressive loudspeaker for 

all but one of our panellists, and ended up 

high on the list. lt attracted plenty of 

favourable comments: "A fast, dynamic 

speaker with excellent, tight, tuneful bass, 

somewhat spoiled by a hard and forward 

midrange"; "Good fun factor ... tonally and 

dynamically just fine for me, but lacks the 

last ounce of midband focus". The one dis

senter's main complaint was of a seri

ous lack of upper bass energy, 

which might well be related to 

his particular seating position 

(bass balance inevitably varies 

from seat to seat, sometimes 

quite dramatically). 

The Ruby 4 became a favourite 

in the hands-on tests, too, espe

cially with the slightly sweeter 

Krell amplifier doing the hon

ours. lt continued to sound a lit

tle shiny and forward, but main

tained fine clarity and articula

tion even at very low levels. 

Conclusion 
This is a very clever design, as 

well as a good-looking package. 

By adding an extra main driver 

t o  t h e  t w o - w a y  m e t a l

diaphragm stereotype, JPW has 

managed to retain most of the 

precision and focus, while 

adding a much more convincing 

dynamic dimension. The vocal 

balance is beautifully judged, 

but also very revealing, so care

ful system matching is advised. 

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  c o n f i d e n t  

Recommendation is assured. PMe ._. 



Do you want to choose your hifi in a 

comfortable and relaxing environment . ·. ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 
... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 

Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 

Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 

(East & West), New Maiden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, 

Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Waking, Wokingham, Yateley? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 

Aura, B&W, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn 
Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, N AD, Nakamichi, Onix, 
Pioneer, PRO AC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rote!, Sony, Sound Org, Target, 
T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us f"rrst and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 

selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/ or repair on the premises all the 

above brands (and others also). 

PJH F 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£800-£1,200) 

Kelly Transducers KT3 

K
elly Transducers will be a new name to 

most readers, I daresay. Pioneer hi-fi 

engineer Stan Kelly has been more 

involved in professional audio than hi

fi these past couple of decades. Now Stan's 

in semi-retirement, his brand name has 

been purchased by Musical Fidelity boss 

Antony Michaelson, and is being used to 

launch a new range of speakers whose 

whole raison d'etre is high sensitivity. 

The £1,200 KT3 is the first to appear. 

I've seen two sample pairs thus far, but I'm 

assured they're representative of full-scale 

production. Caveat emptor in this respect. 

This is an extremely interesting design that 

makes a concerted effort to challenge famil

iar stereotypes. 

What is sensitivity anyway, and does it 

matter? it's a measure of how loud a speaker 

will sound for a given electrical input, which 

in practice means that a high sensitivity 

model will use less amplifier power than a 

lower sensitivity model to create the same 

loudness. That much is fact. 

The true value of high sensitivity is rather 

more a matter of debate, and has been since 

the transistor made high-power amps rela

tively affordable. For my part, I believe high 

sensitivity imparts audible advantages to a 

I�' I [ljf 

SOUND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £1,199.99 

O lt's not cheap, and it's not perfect. but there's noth

ing comparable that matches its sensitivity, and the 

dynamic precision that comes as a result. Quirks 

notwithstandina;. that fact alone is ample justification 

for the Best Buy Ill£ 

181 1\elly Transducers, 15-17 Olympic Trading Estate, Fu�on 

Road, Wembley HA9 OTF 

• (0181) 900 2866 

loudspeaker design thus equipped - over 

and above the obvious increase in system 

headroom and loudness capability. I have 

held these views for some years, so it must 

be an amazing coincidence that I found 

myself on the receiving end of a Musical 

Fidelity charm offensive soon after the prod

uct was announced. 

The key to the KT3's high sensitivity lies 

in its recipe of twin main drivers with ultra

light Aerogel cones, a generous box and 

large-diameter port, crossing over to a single 

horn-loaded tweeter. Those 

ample ports ensure suffi

cient bass output for free 

space siting, and good 

extension too, even if the 

room responses are a little 

uneven, with a pronounced 

down-turn above 800Hz. 

The solid build quality is 

confirmed by a mass of 

26kg- at the heaviest end 

of the test-group range. The 

visual presentation has a 

retro feel thanks to that Dan 

Dare badge, sharp-edged 

cabinet, lack of plinth, and 

suitably nostalgic wood 

stain. Bi-wire terminals are 

fitted, but I wi 11 reserve 

judgment about spike 

arrangements, as evidence 

from our two samples was 

ambiguous. 

Sound quality 
it's not often that the most 

expensive model in a group 

test tops the listening-test 

findings, but this was pre-

cisely the trick pulled off by the KT3, though 

there was one dissenter in the ranks. Subtle 

and articulate intelligibility is a major 

strength: singers sound believable and 

remain unusually consistent relative to 

background ambience. Several listeners 

commented on the impressive lack of strain 

and the noticeable ease with which musical 

messages came through the mix. 

The slightly dull presence and top end 

proved a better tonal match with the Naim 

kit than the Krell amp in our listening tests 

- the exception, not the rule. Also, I 

found the KT3 preferable with one 

of its ports blocked off. 

Whatever the cosmetics, this 

was the only speaker in the 

group with sufficient dynamic 

grip and tension to capture the 

full momentum of Chemical 

Brothers' Dig Your Own Hole. 

Conclusion 
Fine unsighted listening-test 

findings have only served to 

confirm my personal enthusi

asm for genuinely high sensitiv

ity designs like this Kelly. it's 

not cheap, and it's not perfect, 

but there's nothing comparable 

that matches its sensitivity, and 

the dynamic precision that 

comes as a result. That alone is 

ample justification for a Best 

Buy flag, despite occasional 

quirks elsewhere. The substan

tial boost in amp headroom is 

an additional bonus. Although 

the load is demanding, 

increased sensitivity is a more-

than-ample compensation. PMe � 



Mordaunt·Short 

'The MS2oi Pearls are outstanding speakers 

The low-end is tight yet well extended, treble is 

crisp, and the mid-range sounds as open and 

natural as you could wish Fast, revealing and 

seamlessly integrated from top to bottom, . 

Get 1t right, and these are the best speakers 

£200 can buy." 
WHAT HI-Fil October 1997 *** 

A Little 
"Standmounters that sound simply huge- the most 

complete speakers you can get at the price." 
WHAT HI-Fil Awards 1997 

The MS20i Pearl is a further celebration of 
Mordaunt-Shorr's 30th Birthday and, like the 
MS I Oi Pearl and the MS25i Pearl, has been born 
from a lasting dedication towards new technol
ogy and a fearless, open minded approach 
towards original thinking and innovation. In 
short, the Pearl Series encapsulates all the ideals 
that have ensured Mordaunt-Short's success over 
the last 30 years. 

Worthy of the 'Highly Recommended' accolade 
at the 1997 What Hi-Fi? Awards, the MS20i 
Pearl features a painstakingly developed moulded 
cone and surround using patented MCS, 
technology to ensure a clean, seamless transition 
to our acclaimed gold anodised aluminium 
tweeter. This provides the listener with stunning 
clarity and detail in both the mid-band and 
treble. The inclusion of a new, bi-wireable cross
over with distributed component resonances 
reduces signal cross-talk and colouration at the 
normally troublesome cross-over frequencies, 
resulting in an impeccably realistic sound-stage 
image In addition, the cabinet has been retuned 
to provide a deeper, cleaner, more forceful bass. 

All this translates into a speaker that What Hi-Fi? 
describes as being 'Taut, clean, weighty and 
above all highly musical", we like to describe it as 
"A Little Gem". 

For your FREE copy of this review and a FREE 
Mordaunt-Short literature pack, including details 
on the Music Series i loudspeakers, Home 
Entertainment loudspeakers, Performance 
loudspeakers and the V Series loudspeakers, 
CALL FREE NOW on 0321 506550 (24 hours) 

http://www.mordaunt-short.com 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS (£800-£1,2001 

Musical Technology Condor 

T
hough it's a relative newcomer on the 

UK speaker scene, Musical Technology 

has set out its stall with commendable 

consistency. Its broad range of models 

follows two specific, unique design ingredi

ents: pentagonal plan enclosures, and pro

prietary thin-metal-diaphragm main drivers. 

That's the basic recipe of models like the 

Kestrel and Harrier which Choice has 

already assessed (HFC 164, 152), and the 

£1,000 Condor is very much a refinement of 

the same formula. The enclosure, main dri

ver and port are much the same size as 

those used in the considerably less expen

sive Harrier, so the loudness/bass extension 

performance envelope is going to be very 

similar. The interesting and value-adding 

bits come in the variety of unusual tech

niques employed to improve the overall 

dynamic range, as well as the strikingly 

attractive yew wood veneer applied to our 

samples (which costs £75 extra). 

The box shape is basically pentagonal in 

plan, which makes good acoustic sense from 

several points of view. From the outside it 

aids wide lateral dispersion to help off-axis 

listening and stereo imaging, while on the 

inside it prevents the development of paral

lel-face standing waves and reflections. 

The shape looks good too, with a heavily 

VALUE 
PIUCI £9t9.fS/IftWa £1e74.fll 

LJ Tile very loullll-frilndlr CGIIdor succeeds tllrauP 

subiiiiJ, rwlillllllllll, RM'IIiiJ, 11111 cansllttncJ 

Dynamic r&llll is llllllr tllaa dyunric tlllsloa. 

181 Musical Technology, Unit 10. Howard Industrial Estate, 

Chiltnn Road, Chesbam, Bucks HP5 2AU 

• (01494) 793 137 

chamfered top by way of a finishing touch, 

to emphasise the real-wood finish. Flush

mounted drivers encourage use without a 

grille, and my only reservation is whether 

the two sets of 4x4mm bi-wire terminals 

protrude vulnerably at the back. 

Why two sets? The Condor uses an exter

nal crossover, which comes in a deliberately 

loose-fitting box that sits below the enclo

sure but above the plinth, in a gap created 

by spacers. The whole unit is 

epoxy-sealed, so the compo

nents should have unparalleled 

immunity from the pressures 

and vibrations generated by the 

speaker itself. The extra termi

nals are used primarily to con

nect this external crossover to 

the internal drivers, but permit 

the crossover to be bypassed if 

the owner wishes for an upgrade 

to active drive. 

The main driver has a cast 

frame held by six tight bolts, 

while the diaphragm is a thin 

metal cone 125mm in diameter. 

The tweeter has a 25mm metal 

dome. The box is ported at the 

rear, quite near the floor, just 

above a damped epoxy /granite 

plinth, which ensures a measure 

of mass loading and good stabil

ity footprint. 

Room measurements show 

pretty good bass behaviour 

when the speaker is mounted 

well clear of walls. it's interest

ing to compare the Condor with 

the Harrier. The new and 

much more upmarket model 

looks significantly smoother 

overall, and also shows a subtly different 

bass alignment, opting for a little more mid

bass and a little less low bass- the better 

to disguise the slightly uneven presence 

region perhaps. 

Sound quality 
Though it performed strongly in the 

unsighted listening tests, the Condor was 

neither an outright favourite nor a bete noir. 

lt delivers consistent and even

handed results, and was praised 

for its orchestral reproduction. 

Colorations are well controlled, 

and the midband is especially 

clean, clear and precisely 

focused. There's a little untidi

ness on voices, but the top end 

proper is unusually sweet and 

transparent. Timing is good, and 

an unusual freedom from conges

tion gives an impressively wide 

dynamic range with good consis

tency and level tracking, bringing 

some tension to the proceedings 

through precision, even if 

dynamic expression sounds limp. 

Conclusion 
You may enjoy more thrilling 

musical encounters with speakers 

from other manufacturers, but the 

Condor justifies its existence 

through subtlety, refinement, neu

trality and consistency. The 

dynamic range is much more 

impressive than the dynamic ten-

sion, but the overall package is 

very lounge-friendly, and defi

nitely most deserving of a 

Recommendation. PMe � 



ON TEST: SPEAKERS 

T 
his was a very interesting group of 

speakers. And as always, it was a 

valuable learning experience, 

since the final results in no way 

mirrored my preconceptions. 

So what were my verdicts? You'll be dis

appointed if you were expecting a routine 

Best Buy from every price group in this test. 

In fact, I've picked three Best Buys from 

Group A, none from the middle group, and 

one from Group C. This might seem 

unorthodox, but loudspeakers are a special 

case, because they're the only hi-fi compo-

GROUP .ll (BELOW £580) 

Castle lsis from £579.90 

Dali606 £399.95 

Dynaudio Audience 50 £577.00 

Mis sion 752 Freedom from £578.00 

T DL RT L3SE £449 .95 

lt's a big bruiser of a speaker at a very tempting 

price - and Dali's 'no-frills' 606 sounds a lot 

bigger than most alternative options at £400. 
Pretty it's not, but neither does it suffer from the 

sonic unruliness which frequently afflicts inex

pensive floorstanding designs. In fact, it's quite 

polite, but can pack a punch when required . 

Much the same is true of the £450 TDL 
RTL3SE, though it has a distinctly different 

GROUP B (£580-£800) 

Heybrook Ul tima £649.00 

Jamo507A £700.00 

JBL SVA1500 £700.00 

Monitor Audio 702PMC from £599.99 

Ruark Sceptre £599.00 

Graceful 'traditional' cabinetwork, with classy 

veneer and shiny gilt fixings, account for the 

Ruark Sceptre's £600 price-tag. However, its 
tonal balance proved very wayward: laid-back 

but with a sting at the top end. 

The £650 Heybrook Ultima cannot equal 

the Ruark's decor-friendliness, but offers the 

sort of bass wallop that underlines its designa

tion for both hi-fi and home cinema roles. 

GROUP C (OVER £800) 

AVI Positron £899.00 

B&WCDM7 £999.95 

JPWRuby4 from £999.99 

Kelly Transducers KT3 £1,199.99 

M T Condor from £999.95 

Both physically and acoustically, the £900 AVI 

Positron is probably best suited to smaller 

rooms. This 'mini-floorstander' is capable of 

great precision and delicacy, but in a small

scale way. lt could do with more welly and grip. 
You'll get plenty of the latter with the B&W 

CDM7 (£1,000); only a fundamental lack of 

midband smoothness lets the side down. 

JPW's Ruby 4 was arguably the best all-
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s 
nents not to be supplied in a 19-inch-wide 

tin box. Quite the contrary, in fact: you'll find 

they come in such a wide variety of shapes, 

sizes and finishes (almost irrespective of 

price), that in their case, simple concepts of 

quality simply don't apply. 

My three Group A Best Buys are so dis

similar - in size, layout, presentation and 

performance envelope - that comparing 

like with like was never an option. And the 

essential fact is that each Group A Best Buy 

outperformed rivals of equivalent size and 

type from Group B. Now read on ... 

tonal balance from the Dali, and thus will 

appeal to different palates. 

Dynaudio's Audience 50 (£577) doesn't 

look much of a big deal, but turned out to be 
one of the most effective giant-killers we've 

seen in years. 
Mission's 752 Freedom (£578) exemplifies 

the delicate art of combining tasty presentation 

with a decent sound. lt is a beautifully-judged 

compromise, with a notably lively midband. 

The similarly-priced Castle Severn 2 adopts 

a rather smoother and more la id-back 

approach, which is especially effective through 

the midband. Its cabinetwork is as appealing as 
its sound . 

Regrettably, it did not excite our listeners. 

Like the Heybrook, Jamo's 507A (£700) 

didn't win many fans for its sound quality. But 

we take our hats off to the design team that 

came up with the super-slimline concept. 

The JBL SVAlSOO's claim to fame is a pro

audio-style 'bi-radial' horn-loaded tweeter. The 

cosmetic presentation is a bit tacky for a £700 
standmount, but its sound is a lot of fun, in 
spite of- or because of- a juicy bass thump. 

Monitor Audio's 702PMC (£600 in basic 

finish, or £700 in luxury veneer) offers a differ

ent experience. This is due to an intimately

focused midband that seems to be a special 

preserve of metal-cone main drivers. 

rounder in the test, and its price has decreased 

to £1,000 (from £1 ,300). Twin metal-coned 
main drivers are deployed to great effect to 

improve dynamic performance and bass exten
sion, but not at the cost of focus and precision. 

However, if delicate transparency and 

smoothness are more important than dynamic 

drama, Musical Technology's £1,000 Condor 

offers an alternative, equally valid metal-cone 

experience - and exceptionally beautiful 
packaging to boot. 

The £1,200 Kelly Transducers KT3 repre

sents the other side of the coin by sacrificing 
smoothness on the altar of dynamic realism. To 

very good effect, in the opinion of our listeners! 

HI-FI CHOICE 



I
f you only judge speaker 

value by size

of- b o x - t o 

buck ratio, the 

£400 D ali 606 

w i l l  c o m m a n d  

t o p  b i l l i n g  o n  

y o u r  sho p p i n g  

list. I n  a beauty 

contest, though, 

it wouldn't even 

qualify. Its mas

s i v e  s u c c e s s  

d e r i v e s  f r o m  

avoiding some of 

the pitfalls that 

b e s e t  b i g ,  c h e a p  

speakers. lt still has the gen

erous performance envelope 

of the large multi-way design 

- and some of the hollow 

B
y adopting a remark

a b l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  

shape for a large-vol

ume box, TDL's RTL3SE 

(£450) avoids looking too 

bulky. Nonetheless, it packs 

a serious punch. The bal

ance is a bit way

w a r d ,  w i t h  a 

rather sucked-out 

m i d b a n d ,  b u t  

some of our panel 

rather liked that 

effect. And the 

Audio Gem Emerald 

Audio Note AN-J/D 

B&W 603 

Castle Harlech 

Celestion A1 

Epos ES14 

Heybrook Quartet 

JBL L40 

Jordan Watts JH400 

JPW MS1010 

Keswick Audio Torino 

Linn Keilidh 

Mission 753 Freedom 

Monitor Audio MA703PMC 

to the larger listening room, with an over

all smoothness that belies 

appearances. 

Dynaudio's £577 

Audience 50 resem

bles the Dali only by 

virtue of Danish ori

gin and vinyl finish. 

The rest is all con

trast: a small, tough, 

s t a n d - m o u n t  

e n c l o s u r e  l o a d s  

Dynaudio's excep

tionally tasty and 

e x p e n s i v e  d r i v e  

units. This i s  the 

stand-mount that 

should make you 

question the floor

stander concept. 

When it comes to 

fashionable, lounge

friendly presenta-

tion, M ission's pretty little 752 Freedom 

(£580) takes a lot of beating. Clever bass 

re-tuning and a new tweeter improve 

both low and high frequency 

responses, while the Aerogel-coned 

mid band driver offers a special kind 

of clarity and sensitivity. 

You'll find more Aerogel cones in 

t h e  Ke lly T ra n s du c e rs KT3 

(£1,200). Here the emphasis is 

placed firmly on exceptionally high 

sensitivity. The results left our listen

ing panel impressed, and happy to 

overlook the speaker's 

'cosmetic' I im ita

tions. lt  must be 

said that the KT3 

makes more of a 

statement about 

d y n a m i c  i n t e n t  

than cosy, well

balanced all-round 

Mission 7 5 2 Freedom 

702PMC (£700 in the tested 

luxury veneer) has the special 

midband intimacy that is a 

function of metal-coned main 

drivers. While it's a decent all

rounder, some might argue it 

makes more sense to save 

money needed for 

stands, and divert it 

i n s t e a d  t o w a r d s  

Monitor Audio's floor

standing 703PMC. 

£540 

£930 

£500 

£849 

£899 

£675 

£649 

£1,000 

£565 

£400 

£900 

£750 

£798 

Striking a fine com

promise at £1,000, 

the beautifully-bal

anced JPW Ruby 4 

u s e s  t w o  m e t a l -

Naim Intra 

Neat Mystique 

PMC TB1 

Polk LS50 

QLN Qubic 222 

Rega XEL 

Rogers Studio 7 

Roksan OJ3X 

Royd Doublet 

Ruark Talisman 11 

SD Acoustics SD3R 

Spender 2030 

Tannoy D300 

TDL Studio 1 M 

improve dynamics and 

drive, without losing too 

much precision in the 

process. A difficult trick, 

subtly executed. 

Musical Technology's 

Condor (£1 ,000) is a 

delightfully compact and 

exquisitely finished floor

stander, that goes deep in 

a smooth and even man

ner, even though it won't 

play particularly loud. it's 

stuffed with a 11 sorts of 

neat ideas designed to 

improve dynamic range, 

and these were amply vindicated 

during our listening. 

£660 

£575 

£410 

£800 

£400 

£1,040 

£899 

£995 

£450 

£749 

£649 

£599 

£1,000 

£899 

£1,195 



Advertisement Feature 

• 

Paul Messenger explains why you should visit an independent 

Why use a specialist hi�fi dealer? The short answer 

is because he knows one hell of a lot more about 

hi�fi than you do. And if you've gone to the trouble 

of picking up a specialist magazine on the subject, 

you're obviously interested in something rather 

more than a mini system from the nearest 

electrical superstore. 

music's an important part of your life, 

he's the only guy around who's able 

(and hopefully willing) to help you 

choose the equipment which will give you 

the best long term satisfaction. 

Power of the Press 

Dealers sometimes moan to me about the 

power of the press, and the disproportion

ate influence of its 'Best Buy' and multi

star ratings. Well, I've been in the press for 

twentysomething years, and still feel more 

ignorant than powerful. 

The more I mess around with hi-fi gear, 

the more I become aware of our lack of 

real understanding of the subtleties 

involved, and the more I appreciate the 

importance of the dealer's skills and 

experience, in bringing together compo

nents so that the whole is greater than the 

sum of its parts. 

We hacks get paid to write words, often 

about components in isolation, because 

individual product reviews are still the 

staple diet of the press. They can some

times provide a useful guide to the way a 

product performs, but only under the 

particular circumstances in which the 

review was conducted. 

The hi-fi reviewer attempts, with 

varying degrees of success, to evaluate a 

particular component, and find something 

interesting (and hopefully positive) to say 

about it. That's about the end of it, and 

it's on to the next product. 

The magazine prints the review, and 

that very process magically confers a 

measure of authority. Experienced hi-fi 

enthusiasts, who read reviews over a 

period of years and try out various 

products themselves, soon start to realise 

the limitations of that approach. Some 

reviews are better than others, but none 

can get to grips with the real heart of the 

problem - whether a given product will 

improve your musical satisfaction, in your 

system and your room. 

The Role of the Dealer 

The dealer's role is very different, and 

potentially much more valuable. He has 

the chance to talk one-on-one. If he's 

good at his job, he'll use that opportunity 

to find out what you as an individual are 

looking (or listening) for. 

His motivation is very different too. 

Sure he wants to make a sale. That's the 

lifeblood of any shop. But he also 

knows that if something he sells really 

does deliver long term satisfaction, 

there's a very good chance you'll 

come back again to see if he can 

repeat the trick some time in the 

future. 

If you go into a shop and demand a 

particular CD player, on the basis that 

it got seven stars (out of five) in last 

month's magazines, the shop will probably 

simply take the line of least resistance and 

sell it to you. (Or switch-sell you to a 

similar price alternative, if he's fresh out of 

stock of that particular flavour-of-the

month.) 

If you go in and say you're looking for a 

CD player, and wanr his advice on what to 

choose, things are liable to become more 

inreresting. The onus is now on the dealer 

to show what he can do. His first task is to 

ask the right questions to try and get some 

idea of what you might be after. 

Asking the questions is the easy bit. 

The real skill comes in using the informa

tion to come up with a shortlist of likely 

contenders, and then conducting a 

demonstration so that you have a real 

chance to play a central role in the 
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specialist dealer if you are searching for real hi-fi satisfaction 

decision making process. 

Putting together a successful hi-fi 

system might not be as difficult as it was 

twenty or thirty years ago, but it's just as 

easy to make a mess of things. Put the 

'wrong' combination of components 

together and it'll still sound a lot better 

than any cute little mini system package. 

it might even rate a five star review. But it 

won't match the potential of a carefully 

balanced and properly installed system, 

and it certainly won't cater for your own 

particular preferences and personality. 

We British are notoriously 

undiscriminating consumers, at a mass 

market level at least. The majority of the 

population don't even bother to drive a 

car they're thinking of buying, never mind 

take the trouble to listen to hi-fi equip

ment. 

The majority will therefore end up with 

hyperstore mediocrity, and hi-fi that's 

about as tasty as supermarket bread. But if 

music is an essential ingredient in your 

daily diet, you owe it to yourself to become 

a member of the discriminating minority. 

You know full well that your music 

collection is as individual as your ward

robe, and just as precious too, so it's worth 

taking the time and trouble to search out 

the dealer and equipment that will make 

that collection come alive, and give you a 

new buzz every time you play your 

favourite discs. 

The independent specialist may not 

beat the chain store on price, but he 

continues to thrive in a hostile environ

ment because real hi-fi is so much more 

than a matter of price. The people who 

work in these shops are themselves 

enthusiasts, often with many years of 

experience in meeting customer's needs, 

and the very necessary expertise to ensure 

that the whole thing is properly set up to 

deliver the best results. 

The better the hi-fi, the more impor

tant it is to get the fine details right at the 

installation end of things, but even the 

least expensive equipment can be made to 

sound a whole lot better if good care is 

taken over the fine details - the support 

furniture, the cabling, the positioning of 

speakers and so on. 

Without expert assistance even high 

class hi-fi can give mediocre results. 

\XIith it you'll stand a very good chance 

of ending up with something rather more 

than a consumer durable - something 

which will be a source of considerable 

pleasure and genuine emotional 

satisfaction for decades to come. 

I agreed to write this signed piece, 
irrespective of the specific sponsors, 
because I believe the independent 
specialist dealer plays a vital role in 
giving customers long term hi-fi 
satisfaction. 
"The views and opinions expressed 
here are my own and not necessarily 
those of hi-fi choice." 

Paul Messenl!er 

The specialist Dealers listed here 
are professional and enthusiastic. 
Give your nearest a ring for a 
demonstration. 

STAR QUALITIES 

value for money 

service 

facilities 

verdict 

***** 
***** 
***** 
***** 

TOP 20 SPECIALIST 

HI-FI DEALERS 

IN THE UK 

LONDON 

N1 

Grahams Hi-Fi 
190a New North Road 
0171 226 5500 

SW11 

Oranges & Lemons 
61/63 Webbs Road 
Battersea 
0171 924 2040 

W4 
Martin-Kieiser Ltd 
109 Chiswick High 

Road 

0181 400 5555 

SOUTH 

Ashford, Kent 
Soundcraft Hi-Fi 

40 High Street 
01233 624441 

Chelmsford 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 
216 Moulsham Street 
01245 265245 

East Grinstead 

Audio Designs 
26 High Street 

01342 314569 

Kingston-upon-

Thames 

Infidelity 
9 High Street 
Hampton Wick 
0181 943 3530 

Rayleigh, Essex 
Rayleigh Hi-Fi 
44a High Street 
01268 779762 

South end-on-Sea 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 
132/4 London Road 
01702 435255 

Uxbrldge 

Uxbridge Audio 
278 High Street 
01895 465444 

MIDLANDS 

Ban bury 

Overture 
3 Church Lane 

01295 272158 

Birmingham 

Sound Academy 
152a High Street 
Bloxwich 
01922 493499 

Leicester 

Cymbiosis 
(Formerly known as 
Listen Inn) 
6 Hotel Street 
0116 262 3754 

Northampton 

Listen Inn 

32 Gold Street 

01604 37871 

Shrewsbury 

Creative Audio 
9 Dogpole 
01743 241924 

NORTH 

Cheadle (Stockport) 

Audio Counsel 
14 Stockport Road 

0161 428 7887 

Oldham 

Audio Counsel 
12/14 Shaw Road 
0161 633 2602 

Sheffield 

Moorgate Acoustics 
184 Fitzwilliam St 

0114 275 6048 

SCOTLAND 

Edinburgh 

Russ Andrews Hi-Fi 
34 Northumberland 
Street 
0131 557 1672 

Glasgow 

Stereo Stereo 

260 St. Vincent Street 

0141 248 4079 
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BIRMINGHAM 

�A IVILJ�IC:::: IVI�--EFIS �A; 
HI-FI HI-FI 

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio Research, 
B&W, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, DPA, Dynaudio, Exposure, jamo, KEF, Kenwood, Drell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, 

Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rote!, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Thorens and Yamaha. 

A wide range of classical CD's is available at our Birmingham branch. 
0 en Tuesda to Saturda 10.00 - 5.30. late ni ht not Stourbrid< e Thursda till 7.00 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS 
APR 0%. Written details on request. 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93-95 HOBSMOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 Market Stree� Stourbridge, NEW BRANCH NOW OPEN 
10 Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield, 

West Midlands 873 STD 
Tei:0121 3542311 Fax';0121 3541933 

Licensed Credit Broker. BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL WEST MIDLANDS B92 8JL West Midlands DY8 1AB 

v1sA. AccEss. swiTCH. AMEX. DINERS TEL: 0121-429 281t FAX: 0121-4343298 TEL: 0121-742 0254 FAX: 0121-742 3471 Tel: 01384 444184 Fax: 01384444968 

BRISTOL 

Alchemist, Alon, Arion, ATC, Audiomeca. AVI, Cadence, 
Chord AMPS, Electrocompaniel, Harman Kardon, 
Heybrook, Jamo, Lyra, Michell, Origin Uve, Ortofon. Pink 
Triangle, Pro-ject, Ruark, REL Shearne Audio, SME, Sonic 
Unk, Stax, Sugden, Surniko, \ i _. -f\7· 
Townsend, Triangle �-� ..... _...! 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
HI-FI SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
A .T.C. • CYRUS • DENON • LINN 

MARANTZ • MERIDIAN • MISSION 
MONITOR/AlJDIO • MYRYAD 

QlJAD • YAMAHA 
3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 

A CAMBRIDGE HI-FI 

Thchnics� 
HOME CINEMA 

/1 J'<PMtd j')eafe.t ((/� tY� 
1-3 Hawthorn Way, Cambridge 

Te1: 01223 367773 Fax: 01223 353741 
9.30-5.30 Men-Sat 

Free Parking 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, ROTEL, NAKAMICHI, B&W, 
MORDAUNT SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHILIPS, AIWA, J.V.C., WHARFEDALE, INFINITY 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

37 Stoke Road, Slough SL2 5AH (01753) 538287 

252/254 High Slreet, Slough Sl1 18N (01753) 538288' 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (01494) 528605' 

9 Market Street, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296) 25119-

11 Wesl Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (01628) 483555 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (01628) 778611 

11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Berks RG121LS (01344) 869898 

HAZLEMERE AUDIO 
We offer music lovers the chance to increase your enjoyment of music. 
Objecth'e advice, comfortable listening rooms, home demonstrations, 
free installations, exceptional customer service, and some of the world's 
finest equipment (sound, value & reliability). 

Air-Tangem, Alchemisl, A.T.C., Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, Basis, 
B.K.S., Classe, E.A.D., Fanfare, Henley, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Opera, 
Nons. Analogue, Ortofon, S.D. Acoustics, Sirius, Straigh1 Wire, Teac, 
Tice, Triangle, Trichord, Trilogy, Unison Research, V.P.J. 

FOR AN APPOINTMENT (DAY OR EVENING) CALL 

HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 437892 

CHESHIRE 
-

t a n t s 

High quality Hi-Fi Systems from: 

AVI • Heybrook • LFD • Michell 

Musical Fidelity • Neat • Origin Live 

Pink Triangle • Roksan • Sonneteer 

Totem • Trilogy • Trichord • etc 

Phone for our product guide 

01244 401290 
e-mail replay@dial.pipex.com 

Sound 

Mf . USlC 
The Alternative Hi-Fi Shop 

Come and hear why 
93-95 Nantwich Road, Crewe, Cheshire 

Tel: 01270 214143 

BIRMINGHAM 

Norman H. Field !ft:..r;-
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �!: : �=�:�
s 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 

• Dual • Kenwood 

• Mordaunt-Short 

• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

CHESHIRE 

� ffi-FI& � HOME CINEMA 
4 WEST STREET 

ALDERLEY EDGE 

CHESHIRE 

01625 
582704 

SPECIALISTS 

BANG & OLUFSEN, ARCAM, 

CYRUS, D ENON, KEF, 

MERIDIAN, MICROMEGA, 

MISSION, EPOS, TDL 

t OTHER LEADING BRANDS 

CORNWALL 

Sounds Perfection 
Comwalls 

Audio Consultancy 
Home Demonstrations 

Premier 

Retailer 
TeVFax 01326 221372 

Mobile 0469 554357 

THE VERY BEST IN AUDIO ENTERTAINMENT 

QUALITY SERVICE TO YOUR DOOR 

FOR A FULL LIST OF BRANDS, FIND US IN 

DEALER DIRECTORY 

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR FRIENDLY 

SERVICE AND ADVICE 
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CHESHIRE 

[O)(Q)(!l]� [ffi[J@cdJy [}{]oolfO EST 37 YEARS 

Serving the North West with the very best in specialist Hi-Fi. 

Demonstrations and delivery. 
CD - VYNIL- HOME CINEMA- SYSTEMS £300-£60,000 

Most leading makes 
0% Finance on Selected Items 

KINGSWAY NORTH, WARRINGTON 
TEL: 01925 828009 FAX: 01925 825773 

2miles 

CUMBRIA 

�� .... Setting new standards 
� in Hi-Fi retailing! 

If you want to see the best brands - want a 
great deaf with the best service and demo 

included - pay us a visit. 

6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE (01228) 46756 

ESSEX 

Akai • Alphason • A ream • B& W • Bang & Olufsen • 

Base • Cable Talk • Celestion • Dual • Harman Kardon • 

Ken wood • Quad • Marantz • Mordaunt-Short • NAD • 

Pioneer • Philips • Ruark • Sennheiser • Sony • Yamaha • 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (01992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) 523728 

GRAYSTON 
sound&vision 
Comfortable demo rooms 
Free delivery/installation 
Home trials 
Musical evf11ings 
Excellent credit facilities 
available 

LINNQUAD 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM B&W 
BOSTON 

HARMAN KARDON 
PHILIPS/MICHELL 

THORENS 
DEN ON 

ROTEUMUSICAL FIDELITY 
HARBETH 

KEF REFERENCE 
PIONEER PRECISION 

INFINITY 
33 Sir lsaac's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

studio 
82 
HARPENDEN LTD 

HI-FI & TV 
82 The High Street, 
Harpenden 
Herts Al5 2SP 
Tel: 01582 764246 

Fax: 01582 467022 

ARCAM, ATACAMA, ATC, AUDIO\AB, AURA, A VI, B&W, 

BOSE, CASTLE, DENON, KEF, MARANTZ, MUSICAL 

FIDEUTY, MUSICAL TECHNOLOGY, MYRYAD, NAD, NAIM, 

PANASONIC, PHIUPS, QUAD, SENNHEISER, TANNOY, 

TARGET AUDIO, TDL, TEAC, ETC 

-Send for m 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

THE HIGH-END SPECIAUST SINCE 1978 
AE. ATC. Audiolab, AVI, Aura, BtW, Bow Technologies, 
Chario, Copland, Denon, Lyra, Marantz, Mark Levinson , 
MIT, Myryad, NottsAnalogue, Primare, Proceed, Pro-Ac, 
Ruark, Sonus Faber, Stax, Sumiko, Teac, Theta, Trichord 

and more. 

9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. ALl lEU 
Tel: 01727 855577 

COME AND 
EXPERIENCE 
HI FI AND 
HOME CINEMA 
AT ITS BEST 

THE AUDIO FILE, 
27 HOCKERILL STREET, 
BISHOP'S 5TORTFORD, 
HERTFORDSHIRE CM23 2DH 
Tu: 01279 506576 
FAx: 01279 506638 

THE AUDIO FILE, 
41 VICTORIA ROAD, 
CAMBRIDGE (84 38W 
TH: 01223 368305 
FAx: 01223 345975 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

CLIHEJ 
?tlut/10 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, 
Blackrock, 

Dublin. 

Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 
Open: Tues ·Sat tO am to 6 pm. 

Thur • Fri 10 am to 6 pm. 

KENT 

UNILET 
sound&visfon 

Best place in 
town for Hi-Fi 
and Home Cinema 

* Three superb demonstration rooms 
* Interest Free Credit 
* All Leading Brands 
* Open Sundays 10-4 

UNILET SOUND & VISION 
24·26 Union Street, Maid>tone, 

Kent ME14 
676703 Fax: (0 1622) 676723 

m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

.JVC ALU 

()I) PIONEER 
B&W jamo 

SALES & SERVICE 
... ____ , 
PRO a LOGIC 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

The Broadway. 

Bexleyheath. Kent. 

Tet: (0181) 298 7880. 

Fax: (01474) 535 937 

138 Pelharn Rd. 

Gravesend. Kent 

Tet: (01474) 326600 

(01474) 569601 

LANCASHIRE 

� jji-FI t!P�IAU,sr 
MONITOR I TECHNICS I SONY I PIONEER 
SOUND I PANASONIC I KENWOOD I DUAL 

I AIWA I CASTLE I QUAD IB&W I MARANTZ 

I KEF I SPENDOR I THORENS I ROTEL I TEAC 

I DENON I YAMAHA I TANNOY I ROGERS I GLL 

I CELESTION I TDL I CABLE TALK I VIVANCO 

I AND MANY MORE 

• BIG DISCOUNT t TWO YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI • 

• FREE HOME INSTALLATION • EXCELLENT COMPARATOR 
DEMONSTRATIONS t PRIVATE LISTENING ROOM t 

CHORLEY (01257) 271935 
._ ___ 54 CHAPEL STREET, CHORLEY ___ ,. 

LEICESTER 

Cymbiosis 
------
Audio & Visual Solutions 

Arcam-Audiolab-Chario-Denon-Epos-KEF-linn Hi-Fi 
linn AV51-loewe TV-Micromega-Mordaunt Short 

Myryad-Naim Audio-Projekt-Rega-Rotei-Royd 

6 Hotel Street- Leicester- L£1 SAW 
0116 2623754 Fa<simile 0116 262 3758 

LINCONSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind ... 

Audiolab, Arcam, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 
Ken wood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Short, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Quad, Rote!, Ruark, Sony, 
Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha 

and more. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's 
prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 
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LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

Avclioi<Jt> Ar-c.-am KG-{ 13?0 RD�cl B?W 
N<Jim Milr-<Jntz.. Mic;c;ion Mic-r-omc.;l;d L-inn 
Tc.ilc- RG-,9 RDtc-1 C.<Jc;tlc. C-hor-d n::>L
Dc.non Eqoc; �YV<; Son� Nilk:lmic.-hi de-

e..//,._.- fD #te. �e-heei tHI 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISUAL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
F ROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171-924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll 
Now in our third tangy year 

0% Credit Finance available 
ARCAM. B&W. CABLETALK. CHORD CO. 

DENON. EPOS. KEF. MARANTZ, 
MICROMEGA. M-SHORT. NAD. NAIM. 

NEAT. QUAD. REGA. ROTEL. 
ROYD. RUARK. SOUNDSTYLE. 
STANDS UNIQUE. YAMAHA. 

with more to come 

To Advertise 

On These Pages 

Please RING 

0171 917 3935 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 e 0181 567 8703 
APOllO, AUOIOlAB,AUDIO ALCHEMY, AUR.\ BOSTON, B&O, B&W, CABlE TAU<, 

CASTlf, CHORD, OENON, EPOS, HARMOO KAROOO, KEF, MAJWm, MISSION, 

MUSICAL AOOJTY, NAO, NOROOST, OOKYO, ORELJ.E, QUAD, REL, RO+ISAN, ROGERS, ROTEL, 

SONICUNK, SllUNO SffiE, TALK B.ECTROOICS, TARGET, TEAC, THORENS, VAN DEN Hut 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 

Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

(;R>\11:\MS Ill 1·1 
"One of the five 

best hi-fi shops 
in the world" 

Hi·fi ·Home Cinema· Multi-Room Installations 

...... 0171 226 5500 ...... 
Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London Nl 7BS 

Tei:0171 2 265500 Fax:0171359 7620 

E-mail: choice@grahams.co.uk Web site: httpJ/www.grahams.co.uk 

MIDDLESEX 

)"�rij _ _ u+ HI-FI 1// & Audio Visual Specialist 
Open 9.0Dam-6.00pm Mon-Sat 

10% WORTH OF ACCESSORIES FREE 
WITH EVERY PURCHASE OVER £200 

- ... - -·- - ... .... . .. . - .. 

- �:��J�:���� -i 
•'•• .. - - · . .... . 

- . . ' ' ... . "' 

"Video Tapes "Remote Control "Portable Radios 
*Personal Stereos ·Headphones •Audio Tapes 

·scart/Scart Plugs and much more 

8 High Street, Northwood 
Tel. 01923 820877 

D 
EXPERIENCE THE BEST IN HOME THEATRE 

starring DTS and AC3 supported by 

LONDON 

NORFOLK 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk NR14 SHG 
Tel: (01508) 570829 

Basically Sound of Norfolk ijNil STOCKISTS OF LEADING Hl-FI Nairn Audio, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Cable Talk, Chario, Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, Densen, �os, 
Heybrook, Mi¥�CTIJ�is��������·a���;:O';;d, Soun tyle, 

SCOTLAND 

l:l:lf: HOLBURN HI-FI LTD 
f'lf'fr• Established 1973 
441 Holbum Steet Aberdeen ABIO 7GU Tel 01224 585713 

+ Arcam + ATC + Audiolab + B&W + castle + Cyrus + 

+ Denoo + Dynaudio + Epos + Exposure + Hannan-Kardon + 

+ JBL + KEF + Marantz + Meridian + Mission + 

+ Mordaunt Short + Pioneer + Project + Polk + Quad + Rega • 

• Ra • Rolel • Tannoy • TDL • Teac • Technics • Yamaha • 

Interest free credit ;:md home demonstrations available 

D £ ANGSTROM, DWIN, DENON, HARMAN, KRELL, LEXICON, MARTIN LOGAN, NHT, ONKYO, 

422 RICHMOND ROAD 
EAST TWICKENHAM 

MIDDLESEX TW1 2EB PIONEER, REL, RCF, YAMAHA. 

other parliciponts include at the foot of Richmond Bridge 
AUDIO RESEARCH, ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, BOSE, B&W, 8&0, CASTLE, COPLAND, DE NON, 

JADIS, MICHELL, MICROMEGA, MARANTZ, MERIDIAN, MONITOR AUDIO, MUSIC FIDELITY, 

PROJECT TURNTABLES, QED ROOMLINK, ROTEL, SONUS FABER, SONY, TANNOY, TDL, WILSON. 

Tel: 0181 892 7613 
Fax: 0181 892 7749 

interconnect cables. hi-fi stands. speaker cables. headphones all supporting the above brands stocked. please call. visit our site on the worldwide web 
OPENING HOURS MON.SAT lOam ·5.30pm http:/ /www.riversidehifi.eo.uk/ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

LOW COST AND 0% FINANCE AVAJLABLE SUBJECT TO STATUS WRiffiN DETAJLS ON REQUEST 

email us on 
soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk 

PERSONAL OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMl COMPETITIVE SHIPPING QUOTES. UK MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE (£8 PER ITEM, MAJNLAND ONLY) 

Total customer care 
I l·:xp('rt, 1111part1al i!dvicc on all ;1o,p<:ch ol 

;HJdu, & video. g1vcn hy trained o,talt 
l'rodul h ' i''" ' " lly ,elected tor quol1ty, 
pcrlonna iH .. c JIHI vJluc 
PL·ro, c m ;l l dl'llHlllo,tration.., 
l.lo,tcn hl'lnrc vou huv � 
A homc dch vc.:ry and

. 
in..,tJ11atton ()ption 

lor optimum pcrlonnanu· 

Total peace of mind 
1 !\ 1 0-day purcha ... c cxLhangc programme 

! return.., J<..; new K excluding ..,pccial ordl'r..,) 
I!;\ I )J\', 1-rL-e extended 2-vear Cuarantl-c 
on all new h1-li and home uncma "L'Jlilrat<.:o, 

3. The option to trano,lcr th(' ( �uarJIHt·c.: to 
any one ot 120 B/\1 );\ mcmhcro, nat10I1\•1.'1dc 

4 Dep<Nh safeguarded hy the Bi\1 );\ 
Bonding Scheme 

/A� �l:��.2,� � the symbol of security 

BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 229 London NI 7UU 

Phone, 0 t 71 226 4044 Fax, 0171 359 7620 
E-mail: bada J@compuservc.com 

For further mformat1on please see our web site 
hnp//www.bada.co.uk or nng for our information p.:1ck 
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SCOTLAND 

Loud 
Oclear 

Glasgow's newest 
friendliest & best 
Hi-fi Store. 
520 St Vincent St 
Finnieston, Glasgow 

*Nairn 

* Marantz 

*Exposure 

'Alchemist 

• Systemdek 

• Epos 

'Royd 

'Kef 

0141 221 0221 • Mordaunt Shon • Denon 

Interest free credit - installation & service 
facilities - three comfortable demo rooms 

Front End Problems? 
comact: 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn't have to cost an arm and a leg to get the best

listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca - eater. 

Also agents for Croft, Moth, Real Music Company 
& Hadcock & Michell - plus cartridge re-tipping service 

(0181) 688 6565 

Best place in 
town for Hi-Fi 
and Home Cinema 

* 6 superb demonstration rooms 
* Interest Free Credit 
* All leading Brands 
* Open Sundays 1 0-4 

UNILET SOUND & VISION 
35 HIGH STREET, NEW MAIDEN, 

SURREY KT3 4BY 
TEL:Ol819429567FAX:Ol813360820 

SUFFOLK 

ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0802 176319 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BN11 1UA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The friendly shop with the best sound 

systems in the South. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open M on-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: Arcam, Exposure, JPW, Nairn 
Audio, Marantz. Orelle, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio 

Technica, Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw 
Electronics and many more. 

PHASEJ HIFI 

LEADING HI-FI & 'HOME CINEMA' SPECIALISTS 
FOUR LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS 

•EXPERIENCED AND FRIENDLY SALES STAFF 
•INSTALLATION SERVICE •CREDIT FACILITIES 
•HOME DEMONSTRATIONS •PART EXCHANGE 
ARCAM • AUDIOL\8 • B&W • CASTLE • DEN ON • KEF' • 

MARANrl • MERIDIAN • NAIM • PIONEER • ROTEL • YAMAHA 
213-215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING, 

WEST SUSSEX BN11 4HW 
TEL: (01903) 245577 FAX: (01903) 505824 

YORKSHIRE 

:e.� Ynrlr Au<>olc�:.:,k a Yteft !J!te•tf>r ... opland 
.--------, 

Cyrus 
Harman-Kardon 
JBL 
KEF 
Kenwood Kroll 
Marantz 
Mar1in-logan 
Meridian 
Michell 
Mission . ...-/"'6 .... ,_ . 
Monitor Aud<o [�· • ,.I[� 
Musical.f'ldolity ),:: ... 'f T�· 
Plckaring \c C " 
P�nk Triangle \( := ./ ..,. 
6t:::e' '�-::�-¥ 
REL 
Rogers 
Ruarl< 
SME 
Sooos.f'abor 
Tannoy 
TOL 
Tho<ons 
Yamaha 
& lots more ... 

Best place m town 
for Ht-Ft and 
HomeCmema 

• Widest choice in the area 
• Independent advice 
• Qualified stan· 

• Comfonable dem rooms 
Superb showrooms 

• Main road location 
Major car parks nearby 

• Insurance estimates 
• Over 30yn experience. 
• Service Dept. 
• Delivery & installation 
• Pari Exe.ha.nge 
• Open IO:JO.S:JO 6 days 

U p to 3 yrs. 

Interest Free 

Credit 
deposit only 200.4 of 
£500+- for 12 months 

£1500+- for 24 months 
£3000+ for 36 months 

Mjecttostatus 

24 Gillygate. York 
Tel. 01904 629659 
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967 

IHX 
(�6�� 
�u .�. 

• 3 Hi-Fi Studios 
• Free Dem::nstraticns 
• Hc:me Cinosna 'llleatre 
• 2 Year Guarantee For The Midlands 
• I:nhouse Service Depart:nent 
• Mail order available 
• Interest Free credit 

(Oh .. J..ocUdrt-.AnO'--rlt_ ....... u.. - ........... 

152a High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall 
01922 493499/473499 

ALSO: ·APOLLO .A.T. AUDIO ALCHEKY" AUDIO QUEST BloW BOSE UYZR C.UL2 'I'ALX CROR.D COMI'AN¥ C"Yli.US C:Zt.ZSTION DPA tPOS KKF 
IUI:PERJ:r«;:E KKHWOOD MAJLt.m'Z KICHJ:LL I«<RDAUNT SHORT MIRIDIAN KICROKEC.\ KISSICI'I MOTH MUSICAL FIDII:LI't'Y NAKA.MJ:CHI ORTOP'Cfi PROJRCT QUAD ROKSAN ROOERS RO'l'EL SENNKJ:ISER 
SONY SUMIKO SYSTDmn TAACZ'I' TI)L '!'UBI: TI:CHNOLOGY VIUl DEN KUL YAMAHA TV " VCR FROM: SONY T'OSHIBA PAHASONIC AXAI PIONEER PROJRCTION UNITS FROH: SANYO SRLECO 

PRE-OWNED 

HI CAM 
GOOD QUALITY PRE OWNED EQUIPMENT BOUGHT SOLD PX 

Markl-evln....-.28129 
Oenon 720 
-�00 
vamaha401 R.C. 
Plor- V.S.P. 200 Proc•aaor 
Y•mana OSP 100 SU<TOUnd aound 

=��O::"C�p 
Nalm Nac 62 Old Style Praamp Nairn HI Cap Old Styl• �::.�: 1118 

£ 
'"' 

( 

Unn A><ls /Akltoi'K9 

AtiiCMm&24 
Target 

�y730ES 

Yamaho K390 
Den-on DRM lOX 
�·""' 
Sony es 700 

�!'�.::"7';� 
�������· 

Mon-Sun 10am-8pm VISA Sw1tch • Mastercard 

£ 
"0 

£ ,. ,. 
£ 
'"" 

"" 

£ 
"" 
"" 
"" 
' "" 
£ .. "' "' 
'·""' 

For further details Pttone/FAX 01844 260182 · Mobile: 0973 233380 

SALES & SERVICES 

REV OX 

Open 6 Il!l;f!?, 9am - 6pn late ru.ght Friday 



MAIL ORDER 

Dealer Guide 

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs 

AT DEALER'S COST PRICE 
As a member of the WSL Records at 
Cost Service you can buy any brand new 
CD at trade price + postage and a small 
handling charge from only SOp. Write, 
phone, fax ore-mail us now and we'll 
send you full details of the Records at 
Cost Service and how to j oin . 

WSL P.O. BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN38 OUZ 

TEL: (01424) 718254 (24 HOURS) FAX: (01424) 718262 

E·MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM 

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A 

MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE 

Clearance Sale! 

CARTRIDGES: Trade in your old moving coil 
and save up to 45% off a new one!! 

I CAN ALSO SUPPLY: TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, CASSETTE DECKS, 
CD PLAYERS, OAT, MINIDISC, GDR, LOUDSPEAKERS, HI Fl 

FURNITURE, AMPLIFIERS, TUNERS, ACCESSORIES, BLANK TAPES & 
DISCS, TEST CD'S, TEST RECORDS, TEST CASSETTES, CABLES, 

AERIALS, TRACKING FORCE GAUGES, ALIGNMENT PROTRACTORS. 

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. No ex·dem 
or ex·display equipment. No grey imports. Delivery is free. Sorry, no 

general catalogue. Please phone or write for specrric details. 

IAN HARRISON HI Fl (MAIL ORDER ONLY) 
From: 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, 

DE65 6GQ. TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm 
including Sundays 

EX-DEMO 

Designs 
of East Grinstead 

Mail Order and Export Service 

AUDIO DESIGNS SPECIAL OFFERS 
WAS NOW PRODUCT WAS NOW 

1199.111 1379.00 linnKaimPhono·xd 1750.00 1299.00 

749.!11 675.00 LinnKaimPhono-S/ll ll!li.OO 1100.00 

1599.81 1358.00 LinnWal::ooda Phono-xd !lllOO 755.00 

l!m.OO 1199.00 M atants C063SE·xd/rew 34991) Z<llOO 

698.00 558.00 Missioo754-Jd/l'f!N llli.OO 11J38.00 

398.00 338.00 NaimCOS-xd l atest spec 3940.00 3340.00 

1655.00 1365.00 NaimNA!>/'11-xd 168100 13lli00 

700.00 NaimSBL-xd 1970.00 151!300 

17!li.OO Naim32.5·S/ll 139.00 

549.00 PiooeefPrecision ADJl-xd 399.00 JS!lOO 

7!li.OO 565.00 PicooerPrecision�-xd 469.00 419.00 

l!ID.OO 112S.OO PiooeefPIJAOS-new !l!!l.OO l!!l.OO 

1400.00 1560.00 Piooeef�-ne'N l!!l.91 765.00 

485.00 Ouadn Arf91ilier-Nextf!l-xd 6'J!l.90 579.00 

9115.00 Quad n �ife · Nextel· rew 600.95 619.00 

l!IDOO 9!1!.00 OuadnSystemCoosole-r.ew 199.95 149.!1i 

B!li.OO 6111.00 Rel0100-new 475.00 375.00 

lilllOO 3lllllll ReiStentcr-xd 1795.00 1355.00 

611Xl00 3600.00 SpenorSP2-slh irc.SI<r:Os 189.00 

161ll00 1561100 YamallaDSf'A:mJ·lll 1499.95 1199.95 
AudioQuestloudspea�erCallles-Various Sets Special Prices 

Aulhorised Stockists of: A RCAM, AUDIOLA_I:l, CASTLE, CHORD CO, 
CYRUS, El'OS, LINN. 1\tARANTZ, MISSION, NAlM, QUA.D, REI�. ROTEL, 
SONY, SOUNDSTI'LE,STANDS UNJQUf�, TARGET, YAMAHA & MORE 

26 High Street, East Grinstead,West Sussex, RH19 3AS 
Open M on-Sat 9.30-6.00. 
Tel: 01342 314569/328065 

PRE-OWNED 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED 

EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE 
MlitKL.[YM()INoJ6/37CDTrw&: D«: . .. 1�99S N.OKH«lTIM7SiMrlqlitlrt� ...... 17000 

FORSillMRdCDTOO!IDKJrnooms(£1S650) .18m l�T-IAc:o.W:HU,IMJfMl�n!� . ..... 1�SO 
MlitK�SOOHl��-- .. ... 117SO AII(..IMM.!BiactbiDACBwd.. .. ... mo 
t.WtK�SOONo16Si'fH'Ill.. � AI..OOrKlTIANE/SE��---11995 
8CUW.2SOAEf>o¥.e'�.. .. .. 1199� Al.OOrKlTI DACH .. lT/&xtd.. .. .... 13995 
S&WB01Seriesll� nm moo.»JJ7Pro .• m:mr� . . . . . . . . . 111so 
t.W:K�SOONo29PowerNnfMier . . .. 1199S HEYBaOC*�&stardsE XO!m(�) . • . . .  1595 
KRW.UC lre-notepHillltl-demo.. 117SD AL.OORESfARCHL5lbH)tridlilePrt(£3l9!) .. 11695 
W AIXA 6CDA¥r 1249.1 setml#D�IIoithltnt . .. ..... 1495 YO'tOSOOkt!T��I.- · . . . . . . .. 1105 ClNESISModdll�mMINT ............ 124965 �"':�� . ..

1�:� WXSDe'flsttno�.� . . .. . . .. . ... . :£�� 
SCMJSF...mRU<�St«�e�WoodSIM:t. ..12SD 

l
Q����=:a � �-- --1125 MlitKI!\-�SOOK3 200WanDua'M<m"""' .13195 . ....,. .. . 

(lf.IJ.IIDO�U't� 11� ==�0��ruru, 
.
::::: 

YAAWIA NSlOXIEbonylDudspemMONT . . . 11200 .........,..._,, ,.,._.,1 

KREJUlSPll«truilbolFJH!IP ....... 1399S TEONCS SLQ :tOTII!I�. .. 1125 
N.OONOTl.10LilitedooMqt&PSU • • . .  12750 llSOJ�IhMI/Bo.led(C199S) · ·  

Ltro.W'40-�XICD��(BOW>(B49S) 1B9S .... .SpecillotMC995 
I'W'AA4ICit lli1oo:l Tap Deck. s&:W SE!W.:td . . 11895 YAAWI CDX S80 CO f1lte' . . . . ........ 1195 
.IWO NOTI ANS 1St� Tr.wbmer .... . 13CIXI AI.OOJ.B !OOC � · · · · · · · · · . .£295 
AROJ.U�ullnlf9"31rdAirp�plx:ro ...... 1165 w.GNAPIJIW;laPnll.oodlpl!ilkm .... ... 1950 
CAMSOOGEP.IO�nedNnpjifier ......... . 175 Af'OClE�!pNlmwith!IDh.. . .  ... 11-495 
N.OONOTIKmiSive-�11« . 119995 B&WpttUOYM.SN:tM1Sptakm ... 1895 
MISSK:W181LOI.I:tjltaUri�!tM'ds ....... 12� Mw:lMNSOOl&S�u-d.m:! .. ..... 14850 
KEf1G4l.ot.d!pe�.. . . . .. mo IIOTaltCD965BXffiMer .. . . . ...... 1195 

ALSO AVAILABLE FULL CEUO smEll PUASE ASK FOR DETAILS 
EX.JJ£11 EXPOSURE EQUIPIIm AVAIUBI.E PLEASE TEI.EPHOIIE FOR LIST 

IIAIII Ull DEALERS FOR TliEL SPIAKIRS 
FOR AN.lJP· TO. THE·MINUTE UST VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE: 

http://www.hifi·stereo.com 
ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A 

MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE. 
VISA·SWITCH·MASTER CARD·DINERS CLUB WELCOME 

WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW ANO USED STOCK & BUY IN FOR CASH 
202 Fllidon Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN14 OEJ 

Ttl: (01903) 872288 after holln number (0160) �1 FAX: (01903) 872234 
e-mall: heatherdaleOhlfl-stereo.com 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS :( 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers 

-a legend in sound for over 50 years, 
KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers are used 

in many studios, top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 

(0121) 430 7817 

HI-FI ACCESSORIES 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 
Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC, Coles. Dynaudio. KEF. Morel, Peerless. R.C.L, 
Scanspeak, Seas, Spectra Dynamics, Volt. 

Over 30 kits. 4 demonstration rooms. 

No appts necessary. Closed Mondays 
Send for free catalogue. Major Credrt Cards accepted 

50 Main St. Broughton. Astley 
Leicester LE9 6RD. Dept HFC 

Tel (01455) 286603 • Fax (01455) 286605 

REVOX 

@uC1Dllill3� - REVOX 
SALES- SERVICE- SPARES 

Service & Repair of A77, 877, 
A700, PR99 & 36 series 

HiFi Spares to order 
Serviced Machines in Stock 

E.M.A.S. 
TEL: 01246 275479 
FAX: 01246 550421 



Output Pulse 

50 micro/sec pulse response 

LUXURY SPEAKERS 

ETHOS 
acoustics 

Loudspeakers 
to suit your 

Luxury Lifestyle 

Call Graham on 
01895 441177 
for a brochure 
and your local 

specialist 

mo ,f.,.,Cili:i) £139 .11-•• . ._ /;t?·•·- ·� Stack�;-·<·;_ •-··--
· y -· 11 

SALE 

SOUND OF OUR 

Dealer Guide 
LUXURY SPEAKERS 

[ID£[RO[Q)(Q)[}B 
MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS 
DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE OF MINIATURE 
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS 

DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT STUDIO 
11 PENFOLDCOTTAGES 
PENFOLD LANE 
HOL M ER GREEN 
BUCKS, H P15 6XR 
T el/ Fax: (014941 714058 

Bandor loudspeakers - !he specialisl producl producl of Englishwoman wilh 35 years experience in !his field - embody numerous fealures which 
ensure excellenl perfonmance. Cone, voice-coil fonmer and voice coil are fonmed from aluminium alloy, providing good heal dissipalion and low 
lhenmal compression 1983 Bandor origina!ed !he use of a lhin, curvilinear, spun cone, subsequenlly anodised, yielding a slruclure bolh lighl and rigid. 
The cone assembly is moun!ed in !he chassis by carefully-lenminaled suspension componenls, so !ha! Fo is lower !han in mosl olher drivers of 
comparable size. Voice-coil connections ensure linear motion and reliability, even at large amplitudes. 

Possessing ou1s1anding abilily 10 reproduce lransienls failhfully, and reproduce a wide frequency band, !he 50mm unil covers 100 Hz-20 kHz, allowing 
flexibilily in !he choice of crossover frequency for mulliple-driver loudspeakers: e.g. 200 Hz (or lower for modes! power handling) may be chosen 
rhus avoiding the critical zone 1-4kHz where phase errors are most audible, and assists in securing good imaging. In the bass drivers, generous Xmax 
values allow the realistic reproduction of the pedal organ and bass drum, when correctly loaded. A manufacturer who used Bandor exclusively, 
advertises that his sales are mostly to professional musicians. 

SEND £1.00 FOR FULL BROCHURE 

The 
Bee's 
Knees 
in Hi-Fi and CD 
Storage Units 
For brochure of our 
wide range,send to: 

IAN EDWARDS 
282 Skipton Road, Harrogate HB1 3HB 

or phone: 01423 500442 

FURNITURE 

FrameWorks 
Hi-Fi and Audio Visual Support Systems 

i 'I HPA2*�Q� :1"') · · � ·· .f"T'. 249 . � "----" - · --r: � ,�, :�: \..:.-' I !-��-: � ,_,�, !J� [iJ .7 � ,� 
*Especially recommended* stereoplay, Germany 

Class 'A' symmetrical amplifiers 
We manufacture high end: SOW monoblocks, 
stereo cinch cable and headphone amplifiers. �� All amps are de coupled, 

�.a' full symmetrical, 

�· class A circuits and 
have pure-sound reproduction. 

Help wanted: Sales person for our products in 
England, hi-fi fan, serious and honest person. 

Anderson Electronics, Amity HIFI, 
BrahmsstraBe 12, D-74193 Schwaigern-2 

Tel. 0049-7138-3225, Fax-3325 

One of the best supports I've heard in a 
long time, outstandingly communicative 

Malcom Steward � Hi Fi Choice 

lively, excellent clarity and separation ... 
confidently recommended. 

Jimmy Hughes, Audiophile. 

arrow consultancy ltd 
Unit 1 Priory Works, Priory Crescent, Southend-on-Seo, Essex SS2 6LD 

Tel 01702 611451 Fax 01702 469078 

SPEAKER KITS 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The lPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top qualiry 
drive units and components lo achieve sound quali!y and bass exlension equivalem 
to speakers costing in the range of £700-£2500. The Plus Kils include all that is 
required apart from the wood work. 

SUPERSALE 
Total kits are available with plain or preveneered MDF cabinel kits. Please phone for 
details. 

STARTS DEC 27 AT 9.30 
FINISHES JAN 5- 98 

MANY SUPER BARGAINS OF EX-DEM 
AND SECOND-HAND LINES 

FROM 15-50% OFF 

KIT 

M3TL 

S3TL 

S3TLM 

S3TLMR!B 

S4TL 

S5TL 

SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm PLUS KIT 
5" More! bass, I" Audax rreb 810xl86x210 £177.00 

Cuslom !PL 6.5", I" Seas treb 903x230x350 £187.00 

Meral !PL 6.5", I" Seas lreb 903x230x350 £224.00 

Meral !PL 6.5", A&R Ribbon 903x230x350 £382.25 

Kevlar 8" bass, More I I" lreb 960x320x400 £204.00 

Audax 10", More[ 6" mid, I" lrcb 1080x320x400 £383.00 

Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 

P&P 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£6.50 

£ 7 . 5 0  

£7.50 

2 Laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 
ALTERNATIVELY send 38p S.A.E for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising: 
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING & BUILDING speakers, and full technical specs, including 

response curves of eight speaker kits, drive units, cables and quality accessories. 



Advertise in Hi·Fi Choice for £5! 

• Area m Alpha 6 + amp and 
B&W CDM2 speakers c/w 
stands. Mint, boxed, £850 new, 
will accept £499. Manchester 
(0161) 976 4219. 
e Arcam 290/290P integrated 

pre/power amps, boxed £230. 

Mission 753 speakers, boxed 
£290. Soundstyle 4-shelf table 
£110. (01932) 225783. 
• Audiolab 8000C, immacu
late condition, £375 ovno. 
Nottingham (0115) 962 4007. 
e Audiolab 8000P power 
amplifier, mint condition, little 
used. Fully boxed with instruc
tions etc. £400 ono. 
Newmarket (01638) 577506. 
• Audiolab 8000S, one year 
old, mint condition, boxed. 
£500. Surrey (01372) 375418. 
e Audionote CD2 CD player, 
as new, £850. Grado SR60 
headphones, £40. (01952) 
406759. 
• B&W 602 loudspeakers, 
hardly used, complete with 
stands. £200. Cyrus One amp, 
boxed with instructions £80. 
London and SE (0181) 857 
4671. 
e Beard pre/power valve amp. 

CA35/P35 mk 11. Any reason
able offers considered. 
Bournemouth (01202) 822867. 
• Cambridge DACMagic 2 
mk2/CD4 transport, one yr old, 
as new, boxed £150 inc digital 
interconnect. Cost new £269. 
London (0171) 655 
2564/(0181) 850 5454 (eves). 
e Chord Cobra interconnect, 

1m £20. linn K20 speaker 
cables, 2 x 3m terminated, 
£15. Carlisle (01228) 21533. 
• Cyrus 3 amp, boxed etc. 18 
months guarantee, £325, no 
offers please. Mission Quartet 
bi-cable 2 x 5m £35. 
Edinburgh (0131) 657 5538. 

e Cyrus Power and Cyrus 3i 
amps in brand new condition, 
cost £1,100, will accept £850. 
Upgrade forces sale. Milton 
Keynes (01908) 666973. 
• Epos ES14 speakers, black, 
single-wired with dedicated 
stands £300. REL Strata Active 
subwoofer £300. Sheffield 
(0114) 266 9726. 
e Kenwood DP-7090 CD play
er, barely used, immaculate, 
2.5 years extended guarantee 
remaining. £225. Halifax 
(01422) 350642, eves. 
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T 
o advertise on this page, write your advert in block 

capitals and send it to: Hi·Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 

19 Bolsover St, London W1P 7HJ. Include a cheque for 

£5* made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will 

appear in one issue only and must be no more than 20 words 

(or five lines) long, including all spaces and your phone num

ber. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals 

only. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed on a first

come, first-served basis, subject to available space, and Dennis 

Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the 

information contained therein, nor any consequence arising 

from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the right 

to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot 

guarantee that an advert will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE for Hi-Fi Choice subscribers, provided a 

subscriber number is enclosed with the advert details. 

• leak Trough line valve 3240 amp PE £150, Infinity e Musical Fidelity X-DAC, 6 
tuner, modified with solid- Reference speakers, boxed, as months old £225. TEAC Tl 
state stereo decoder by GT new £120. Kent (01233) transport, 6 months old £370 
Audio. Top condition, best offer 813793. ono. LAT 1m IC100D intercon-
above £100 secures. London e Marantz PM95 integrated nee! (£89) £55 ono. Chris, 
(0171) 917 7751 amp, Class A integral DAC, Sheffield (0114) 237 7168. 
• leak Troughline 11 with Tim remote, champagne finish, e Musical Technology Kestrel 
de P decoder, reference massive build quality, rare speakers (not SE), with stands, 
sounds, £325 ono. DAC-In-A- model. £650. Carlisle (01228) boxed, pertect condition. New 
Box £100. Cambridge T55 £60. 21533. £300, will sell for £175. 
(01203) 679165. e Martin logan Sl3 (light Basingstoke (01256) 326985. 
e LFD linestage LSI pream- oak) purchased new Aug 1997. e Myryad MC100 £525, also 
plifier (not white), excellent Superb, boxed, mint £2,600. Mll20, phono £475. Boxed as 
condition, boxed, instructions (01902) 786818. new, few hours use only. Also 
£300. Essex (01255) 675115. • Meridian 541 £750 with Qudos cables. Details (01702) 
• linn Basik, Akito, KG, £175. MSR, M60C centre £750, both 558557. 
PT Too, RB250 £350 ono. £1,400. Also M60 Actives • Nairn 72 preamp, MM 
RB300 silver wired, linn £1,500, the lot £2,600. All mint, boards, new style £395. Nairn 
board, £110 ovno. boxed, cables etc, 6 months Hi-Cap, new style, both excel-
(0191) 226 0174. NE use. Loughborough (01509) lent £395. Lancaster (01524) 
• linn Kabers (latest), 219489/mobile (0498) 712975. 381389. 
guaranteed £950. linn LKlOO • Micromega Duo Pro2 DAC, • Nakamichi 482 cassette 
£375. linn Wakonda £550. mint condition, boxed, new deck. Two owners. Recently 
linn Keilidh Active system £1,350, will accept £650. NAD serviced. Good condition. little 
(unused) £2,000. Telford 402 tuner, £90, excellent. used in last five years. £200 
(01952) 502097 0 Lancaster (01524) 381389. ono. London (0171) 917 7751 
• linn Kans, black, none bi- e Mission Freedom speakers, e Pioneer A400 GTE amp 
wire. VGC, upgrading. £110 based on classic 770s. £170. Monarchy DIP jitter-
ono. Worthing (01903) 533069. Substantiai100-Watt stand- buster, BNC - BNC/phono 
e linn Wakonda preamp, 2 mounted speakers (stands £150. All ono. London (0181) 
linn LK100 power amps, mint included) in wooden finish 926 9704. 
condition £1,350 ono. £150. London (0171) 272 e Pioneer A400X, VGC, £145 
Shropshire (01746) 1246. ono. Edinburgh (0131) 657 
862629/861279. e Mobile Fidelity LPs for sale. 5538. 
e luxman 308 amplifier, Pair of Dean Altos with stands, e Quad, Luxman, Alphason, 
rosewood, owned from new excellent condition £145 ono. Denon, M-Short, A&R, Garrard, 
£250 ono. Marantz 50SE CD (01623) 646543. SME, Nagaoka, TDL, Sony, 
£100. (01708) 457691. e Mordaunt-Short Grant, cables, majority boxed, 

· e Magneplanar MG 2.5R Pertormance 820 loud speak- list. Newport, Shropshire 
panels, ex cond, any reason- ers, piano-black resin rock (01952) 812628. 
able offers considered. cabinets, bi-wireable, cost • Rega ELA loudspeakers, 
Bournemouth (01202) 822867. £1,500, offers. Liverpool black, 12 months old, five 
e Marantz CD63 £120, NAD (0151) 226 9647 after 6pm. years warranty. £400. Also, 

Soundstyle rack £200. 
Blackpool (01253) 884023. 
• Ruark Talisman Mk 11 
speakers, Regency mahogany, 
one careful owner, £360. 
Suffolk (01284) 755915. 
• Sony TCK-E600S cassette 

deck, 3-head/monitors, Dolby 

BCS HX-Pro, recommended by 
hi-li mags, 4 months old, 
mint, boxed, upgrade MD 
hence £185. London (0181) 
251 8782. 
e Spendor SP1 £250 or xc. 
Philips MF/B LS541 £65. 
Thorens 125 plinth, 3009/V15, 
£120. Revox 791 £175, Quad 

FM4, mint, boxed £225. 
Remote for Teac R/R £25. Sony 

auto rev TC-V7, vgc £40. Sony 

MC Xl55 Pro boxed, mint. 
(01392) 860182 eves. 
e Tannoy M3 speakers, 
cherry, only 2 months old, 
boxed as new. Bargain at 

£145. Essex (01702) 556116. 
e Target R Series speaker 

stands R3 (high mass) mint, 
boxed, cost new £280, will 
accept £125, bargain. (01904) 
708382. 

e Teac VRDS Tl, Audio 

Alchemy ODE Vl.l plus Power 
Station Three £650. (01952) 
406759. 
e Technics SU-A900mk2, used 
one month £375. Offers for 
vintage lenco GL-85, Lenco 
Transcription, Tannoy 
LSU/HF/3LZG/8U. All pertect. N 
Wales (01492) 581848. 
e Yamaha AVX100 AV amp, 
£175. DS Processor £95. NG
C90 centre speaker £50. Rote! 
RB850 power amp, offers. 
Thorens TD160S turntable 
£150. Mayware MK4 arm and 
MV-2C cartridge £100. CD 
Review 1986-94 + binders 
and COs, offers. Middlesex 

(0181) 575 5060. 

WANTED 

• Mission Cyrus PSX-R power 

supply. Phil (0116) 284 9634. 
• Sonus Faber Extremas or 
Wilson benesch ACT Ones. 
Midlands (01902) 786818. 
e Townshend Rock or Rock 
Reference turntable, with 
Excalibur tonearm. Cartridge 
immaterial, but deck and arm 
must be in good condition. 
London (0171) 917 7751. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



TBE DIRECTORY 
Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi·Fi 

The legendary Hi·Fi Choice Directory is now simpler to 

use than ever before, but contains all the information 

you need to select and buy the perfect hi·fi system. n Discover which products fall within your budget by 

using our Price Guide (starts on the next page). This 

listing is updated bi-monthly and includes all hi-fi 

products currently available in the UK. lt is organised by 

product type, then by price band, and is sorted alphabetically. 

Products whose names are printed in red are those that we 

have reviewed. Which leads us to ... 

Read about the hi-fi equipment that we have reviewed 

in the Directory (starts after the Price Guide). Here you 

will learn which items have been singled out for our 

famous Best Buy and Recommended awards that denote 

products of exceptional quality and value . The Directory is 

sorted by product type and listed alphabetically, and the 

beginning of each section provides essential information about 

each kind of hi-fi component. 

Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory (at 

the end of the 'reviewed product' directory) to book a 

demonstration of the products you are interested in. 

Best Buys and Recommendations 
If you see a Best Buy (red) or Recommended (blue) flag at the 

beginning of an entry in our Directory of reviewed products, the item 

concerned is particularly deserving of your attention. 

� Red signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of 

Q the best quality and superb value for money in their price category. 

� Blue Recommended products offer excellent quality and value, 

� but not the same cost-effectiveness as a Best Buy. 

Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 

always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

Using Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hi·fi. 
Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer, 

magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A, 
Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This 

is unlikely to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our 

belief at Hi-Fi Choice is that you must consider the 

hi-fi system as a complete entity, not as a collection 

of components. While a superb system might well 

contain Best Buy and Recommended components, 

one cannot lump together Best Buys and Recommendations 

in the hope that they will automatically perform superbly. These 

ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing 

components worth trying, but only by hearing them for 

yourself can you draw meaningful conclusions about 

what suits your taste. Furthermore, don't panic if the 

dealer offers you equipment that we have not tested. 

At the end of the day, what matters most is that 

your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and it is 

the dealer's challenge to ensure your satisfaction by any 

means - and components- necessary! 



KA-1080 
KA-3080R 
KA-3020SE 

PM-47 
PM-57 
PM-66SE 
SR-47 
Fidelity El 

310 
312 

A-105 
A-204R 
A-300R 
A-305R 
A-405R 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

@ 
@ 

0 45W 
0 sow 
0 70W 
0 sow 
0 40W 
0 sow 
0 sow 
0 40W 
@ 30W 
@ 20W 
0 25W 
0 30W 
0 25W 
0 sow 
0 sow 
0 60W 

30W 
0 35W 
@ sow 
0 95W 
0 45W 
@ 45W 
@ 40W 
@ 55W 
@ 45W 
@ 90W 
@ 25W 
@ 30W 
@ 60W 
@ IOW 
0 45W 
0 60W 

140 
100 
130 
170 
2SO 
120 
200 
ISO 
200 
230 
240 
140 
180 
2SO 
200 
200 
140 
170 
200 
ISO 
200 
230 
2SO 
199 
100 
200 
130 
160 
200 
200 
250 
229 
150 
250 
250 
130 
!50 
200 
250 
200 
2SO 
150 
180 
200 
230 
250 
170 

4SO 
300 
493 
470 
500 
350 
499 
279 
279 
3S5 
4SO 
350 
4SO 
400 
300 
400 
265 
330 
430 
300 
400 
350 
398 
440 
300 

Musical Fidelity A2 
HAD 314 
HAD 317 
Onkyo A9210 
Onkyo A921 
Onkyo A922 
Orelle SA-100 
Pioneer A-400X 
Pioneer A-605R 
Pioneer A-JOOR Precision 
Pro-Ject Model 7 
Rega Elex 
Sbeame 2.5 
Soar TA-FAJES 
Soar TA-FJOOOES 
Talk Electronics Storm 1 
TEAC A-H500 
Tecbnics SU-A800D 
Technics SU-A900 Mk2 
Tecbnics SU-A900D 
Yamaha AX-592 

Alchemist Nemesis 
Audio AnaiO&Uo Puccini SE 
Audio Note Kanji Line SE 
Audio Note First intoarated 
Audiotnm MB2 
Audiolab SOOOS 
CR Dev Kalypso 
CR Dev CRJ25 
Crwk 5250R 
Creek 5250SER 
Donsen Beat B-100 
DPA Renaissance inl 
Exp<lsure XX Super 
Fast Evoluzione Performance 2.0 
Gamma Gemini 
H/1 HK660 
Hi Q Sound MCI 
Jolida 202 
lFD Integrated 0 
Unn Majik (Line) 
t.rnwooc1 Opal 
Magnum 11200 
Magnum Class A 
Mission Cyrus llli 
Musical Fidelity A220 
Myryad Ml 120 
Nairn Hait J 
Orelle SA-100RX 
Prime Design A-100 
Quad 77 Integrated 
Roksan Caspian 
Rose Scion 
Sbeame Phase 2 
Stemfoort SF60 
Talk Electronics Storm 2 
TEAC A-BX7R 

Alchemist Forsoti Integrated 
Audio Note Oto lino PP 
AYl S2000MI 
Copland CSAS 
Credo IIIP702 
Credo IMP703 
Electrocompaniot ECI-2 
Exposure XV Super 
Fast Evoluziono Performance 1.1 
Fast Evoluzione Performance 1.0 
Golden Tube Audio SI-50 
H/1 HK680 
LFD 0 lE Integrated 
lino Majik (Phono) 
Mapum Class A SE 
Marantz PM-17 
Meridian 551 
Micromega Tempo I 
Micrornep Tempo 2 
Minstrel Ultra Linear 
Nairn Na� 3 R 
Pioneer A-07 
Primare A20 
RepEiic� 
Sheame Phase 2 Reference 
Sonneteer Alabaster 
Stemfoort Sfl 00 
TEAC AB-XlO 
Unison Sim I Two 

Ar1 Audio Integra 
Audiolnnov Classic 25 
Audiolnnov S500 
Audio Note Soro line PP 
Audio Note Oto line SE 
Audio Note Oto Phono SE 
Audio Note Soro lino SE 
Beam-Echo SA-50 
Bryston B-60 
Copland CSA14 
Copland CSA28 
Cop!and CTA401 

(i) 

0 
0 

0 

0 
(i) 
€) 
(i) 
0 
0 
(i) 
(i) 
(i) 
(i) 
(i) 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
€) 

€) 
0 
0 
0 
0 

PRICE GUIDE 
\ 

!OOW 949 

12W 950 

!OOW 999 

60W 945 

70W 938 

70W 1.000 

sow 995 

55W 800 

70W 790 

60W 790 

sow .000 

BSW 1.000 

60W 799 

33W 800 

85W 815 

60W 900 

SSW 795 

SOW 750 

75W 9SO 

26W 900 

30W 760 

BOW 1,000 

60W 800 
70W 730 

sow 799 

sow 900 

!OOW 849 

IOOW 1,000 
995 

,499 
,099 
,199 
,200 
,200 
,500 
,699 

SOW ,950 

7SW .280 

70W .199 
,299 

2SW ,S99 

Gnlaf Venticinque 
LFD Integrated 1 
Marantz PM-16 
Meracus lntraro 
Minstrel Partridge 
Monrio MC-205 
Musical fidelity AlOOO 
Primare 301 
lloprs E-20a 
lloprs E-40a 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Integrated 
T+A PA1200 
T+A Rl200R 
T+A PAI500 
T+A R1500R 
Unison Simply Four P 
Unison Simply Four T 
Woodside iSA230 line 
Woodside ISA230 Disc 

Adyton Opera 
Audio Note Meishu lino 
Audio Note Ongaku 
Audio Research CA50 
Cary CAD-JOOSEI 
Conrad-Johnson CAV-50 
EAR 859 
Electrocompaniet ECI-1 
Gamma Rhythm 
Gamma Rhythm Rof 
Gamma Moment 845 
Jadls DAJO 
Jadis DA&O 
Krell KAV300i 
Meracus Onesta 
Pioneer A-09 
Tube Tech Unisis Sig. lot. 
Tube Tech Srnorgy PPS 
Unison Performance One 
Unison Absolute 845 

PREAMPS 

KEY 

(i) 
0 
0 
(i) 
@ 
0 
0 
0 
(i) 
0 
0 
(i) 
0 
0 
0 
(i) 
0 
0 
0 

€) 
0 
0 
0 
(i) 
(i) 
0 
0 
0 

0 
e 
0 
0 

,198 
1,989 
1.191 
1.249 

40W ,999 

20W 1,995 

65W 1.099 

90W ,700 

60W ,095 

26W 1,499 

SOW ,545 

sow ,500 

sow ,800 

20W ,229 

40W ,900 

2SW 1.295 

90W ,350 

90W 1,495 

13SW l,SSO 

135W 1,895 

24W l.SSS 

!lW l,S9S 

30W 1,099 
1 249 

2,S9S 
2,7SO 

.000 
3,990 

llW 3,495 

sow 2,495 

13W 2,499 

!OOW 2,195 

lBW 2,499 

20W 3,499 

40W 19,999 
30W 3,490 

60W S,7SO 

!SOW 2.550 

75W 2,595 

4SW 4,000 
30W 2,300 

!SOW 
25W 
40W 

@ (etc) number of line-level inputs. 
Ph phono input fitted as standard 
(may be an option on some otber models). 

AMC CVT 1030A 400 
Ar1 Audio Minuet 499 
Audio Ana!O&Ue Bellini 47S 
Audiolnnov PI 369 
Audiolnnov ll 369 
Audio Note The M 350 
Beam-Echo PP-21 499 
Bryston BP! 438 
Carver CT-24 499 
CR Dev Themis 349 
Creek P43 399 
Crwk P52 499 
Crimson CS&!OC Ph 450 
EAR B34P Ph 349 
EAR 834l 0 449 
E!ectrocompaniot ECP-1 Ph 49S 
Fast Evoluzione Phonodrive 1.0 Ph 44S 
HeniiJ HMC50 200 
Henler HMCIOO 450 

Hi Q Sound LCP2 149 
lfD Mistral Linostage 0 449 
LFD LSO linestage 0 499 
Lumley PP70 @ 345 
Lumley PP! (i) 345 
Mqnum MP120 (i) 330 
Mqnum MP660 (i) 500 
Mqnum MP330 (i) 500 
Moth 30 Passive 0 149 
Moth 30 RIAA Ph 249 
Moth JOActivo 0 349 
Musical Fidelity XI O-D 0 120 
Musical fidelity X-LP Ph 130 

200 Musical fidelity X-PRE 0 
Musical Fidelity E20 0 

I= 
400 

Musical fidelity F2 0 500 
HAD 114 (i) Ph 270 
HAD 116 (i) Ph 430 
Maim Prefix 3SO 
Nairn NAC92 0 470 
Rep EOS Ph 398 
Roksan Artaxerxes 10 Ph 39S 
Rose RV-23 €) Ph 450 
Rote! RC970BX Mkll 0 175 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 1 (i) 500 
Technics SU-ClOOO (i) 350 
Trtlou 905 37S 
TrtloiY 904 37S 
TrtloaY 900 €) 499 
Unison Si m Phono 500 

Adyton Chorus 1,99S 
Alchemist Kraken Pre 0 519 
Alchemist Forsoti Pre (i) 919 
Ar1 Audio Headline 0 700 
Ar1 Audio VPl 741 
Art Audio Conductor Phono 750 
Ar1 Audio YPl 952 
Ar1 Audio Conductor 0 1,250 
Ar1 Audio Conductor Export 2,000 
Audio Note M1 lino sso 
Audio Note Ill RIAA Ph 550 
Audio Note 112 lino 999 
Audio Note Discovery 999 
Audio Note M2RIAA 1Ph 1.099 
Audio Research lS7 0 1,750 
Audio Research lS3 0 1,997 
Audio SJntllesis Pro Passion 0 59S 
Audio Srnthesis Passion €) 695 
Audio Srntllosis Passion BS 0 1.29S 
Audio Srnthosis Passion BM 0 .69S 
Alldiolab BOOOC 0 580 
Audiolab SOOOPPA .000. 
Audiolab 80000 @ .250 
Aura CA-200 Ph 700 
AYl S2000MP (i) 949 
AYl S200011P + P 0 ,199 
Beam-Echo SP-21 0 Ph 1,116 
Bryston .4 0 642 
Bryston BP5 0 Ph 889 
Bryston BP20 1,!2S 
Bryston BP-25 1,326 
Cacy SlP-50 €) 99S 
Cary SlP-74 0 1,49S 
Cary PH-301 Ph !,79S 
Chord CPA 1800 (i) 1,774 
Concordant Exhilorant 900 
Concordant Exquisite 1,950 
Conrad-Johnson PV-lOAl 0 995 
Conrad-Johnson PV-lOA e Ph 1.295 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12Al 0 1,990 
Conrad-Johnson EF-1 Ph 1,990 

HI-PI CHOICE 
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PRICE GUIDE 

Conrad-Johnson PF-2 
Copland CSA303 
Copland CTA301 Mkll 
CR Dev Carmanta 
CR Dev Argento 
Credo CMP004 
Credo CMPOOS 
Oensen DM-20 
DMM 3 Start 
OIIM lA Start 
DPA Enli&hJenmant pro 
DPA DSPSOOS 
Dynavactor L200 
Dynavactor PI DO 
Dynavactor LIDO 
Earmax Earmax Pro 
ECA Vista S 
ECA Vista HD 
ECA Prisma 
Electrooompaniat EC-4.5 
Electrocompaniet EC-4R 
Electrocompaniet EC-4.6 
Exposure XIX 

posure XVII 
Fase Evoluzione Control source 2.0 
Fase Evoluziona Control source 1.0 
Golden Tube Audio SEP-1 
Graaf WF8 Two 
Graaf WF8 Dna 
Henley HMC200 
Heybrook Sicnature 11 Pro 
Hi Q Sound MC82 

i Q Sound MCl2 
Jadis DPL2 
lFD MC! Phonostage 

lSl linastage 
MC2 Phonostage 

D LS2 linestage 
D LS8 linestage 

·nn Wakonda 
inn Unto 
nn Kairn 
mley lVl.S 
mley lVl 

mley PVl.S 
lumley PVl 
Marantz AC-SOO 
Marantz EC-SDO 
Matisse Atom 
Meracus lngredi 
Meridian 501 
Meridian S62 
Meridian 562V 
Meridian 502 
Michell Argo 
Michi RHC-10 
Michi RHQ-10 
Michi RHA-10 
Micromega Tempo P 
Mission Cyrus Pro 
Monrio ADN 
Monrio Pluri-l 
Muse Model 3 
Musical Fidelity F25 
HAD 118 
Naim NAC92R 
Maim HAC72 
Maim HAC102 
Quad 77 Pre 
Rega Hal 
Roksan ROK-L2.S 
Rose RV-23S 
Shearne Phase 6 Pro 
Sllearne Phase 1 Pre Rei 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pro lP 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pre 1 
Sonic Frontiers Phono 1 
Sonic Frontiers line 1 
Sonographe SC26 
Sumo Athena ll line 
Sumo Athena 118/11 lS 
Sumo Alhena Ill 
Sumo Artomis uP 
T+A Pl200R 
alk Electronics Hurricane 2 

Talk Electronics Hurricane 3 
allc Electronics Hurricane 4 

Talk Electronics Hurricane S 
Technics SU-C2000 
Tesserac TAADA 
Tesserac TALA 
Tesserac TAHA 
horens ITP-2000F 

Trilo&J 901 
Trilo&J 906 
Trilo&J 902 
Tron Retro 
Tron Nucleus Phono 
Tron Nucleus 
Tube Tech Soar line 
Tube Tech Mac Phono 
Tube loch Prophet 

HI-FI CHOICE 

0 Ph 1,990 
0 Ph 1,199 
0 Ph ,399 
0 659 

Ph 699 
1,146 
1,876 

@ ,100 
0 1.000 
0 1,650 

195 
,000 

0 1,195 
Ph 1,495 

0 1.995 
0 1,895 
0 160 
0 880 

Ph 880 
1,195 

@ 1,495 
@ 1,750 

800 

0 Ph 850 
@ Ph 615 
@ 1,395 
0 990 
0 Ph 1.195 
0 Ph 1,895 

150 

@ 555 
Ph 545 

0 645 
0 1,790 

Ph 949 
0 999 

Ph 1,499 
0 1,599 
0 1,999 
0 150 

850 

@ 1,400 
@ 895 
@ 1,150 
0 Ph 1,700 
0 Ph 1,700 

Ph 100 
€1 900 
@ 1,000 
@ 925 
0 695 

765 
995 

0 1.295 
@ 730 

195 

Ph 1,150 
1,150 

0 1,250 
0 Ph 648 

Ph 615 
@ 960 
0 .990 
0 Ph 1,500 

1.000 

0 630 
0 725 
@ 1,050 
0 Ph 850 
@ Ph 998 
0 1,250 
0 Ph 525 
@ 899 
@ 1,399 

Ph 895 
0 Ph 1,495 

Ph 1,995 
1,995 

0 995 
@ 161 

981 

@ 981 
@ 1,595 
0 B90 
@ 650 
@ 900 
@ 1,550 
@ 1,900 
@ Ph 100 
0 1,500 
0 1,500 
0 I,BOO 
€1 Ph 699 
@ 150 

Ph 995 
@ 1,595 
0 1,000 

Ph 2,000 
0 2,000 
0 935 

Ph 1,150 
@ 1.910 

Unison Mystery One 0 
Unison Phono One 
Van Den Hut Pro-amp 0 
Wilson 8enesch Stage One 
Woodside SC27 line 0 
Woodside SC26 line 
XTC PRE·l 
Yamaha CX-2 

Adyton Temper 
Adyton Modus @ 
Alchemist The Alchemist pre 
ATC SCA2 
Audio Note M3lina 
Audio Research lS15 0 
Audio Research lS22 @ 
Audio Research lSS M kill 0 
Audio Research REF 1 0 
Boulder l3AE @ 
Boulder lSAE 
Boulder LSM 
Boulder 2010 @ 
Cary SlP-94l 0 
Cary SlP-98l 0 
Cbord CPA 2200 @ 
Chord CPA 2800 @ 
Cllord CPA 3200 €1 
Chord CPA 4000 €1 
Conrad-Johnson PF·R 0 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12A 0 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 15 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 14 0 
Conrad-Johnson Art 0 
CAT SLI Sig. Mk2 0 
CR Dev Kastor €1 
Credo lPR 001 
DHM lC Primus 0 
OHM 3C Twin 0 
DHM lC Six 0 
EAR 802MC @ 
EAR G98 0 
EAR PS2 0 
Gamma Era Rei 0 
Gamma Era Sig @ 
Graaf GMll.58 €1 
Jadis DP60l 0 
Jadis DPl @ 
Jadis DPMC 
Jadis JPl 0 
Jadis JPP200 
Jadis JP30MC 0 
Jadis JPS2 0 
Jadis JPBOMC 0 
Krell KRC3 0 
Krell KRC-HR @ 
LFO Disc Preamp 
Marantz Model 7 €1 
Mark levinson 25S 
Mark levinson 380 €1 
Mark levinson 380S €1 
Matisse Fantasy 0 
Matisse Reference 0 
Meracus Pretare 0 
Maim NAC82 0 
Maim NAC52 €1 
Roksan ROK-ll.S 0 
Sonic Frontiers line 2 
Sonic Frontiers line 3 
T +A Pre DAlOOO 
Tesserac TAP-A 0 
Tritoar 918 €1 
Unison Dream 0 
Woodside SC26 line & Phono 0 

POWER AMPS 

KEY 

1,750 
Ph 1.995 

1,700 
Ph 99S 

949 
I,S51 
1,250 

6SO 

2,49S 
2,695 
4,995 
2,499 
2,650 
3,399 
4,391 
6,435 
9,900 
2,100 
3,400 
3,BOO 

19,995 
2,095 
2.295 
2,355 

Ph 3,246 
3,320 
6,210 
2,490 

Ph 2,590 
Ph 3,995 

4,495 
4,995 

Ph 6,SOO 
2,995 
2,Bl5 
2,5SO 
3,800 
S,050 

Ph ,S99 
Ph 9,999 
Ph 1S,999 
Ph p,999 
Ph 19,999 

3,950 
2,BOO 
3,190 

Ph 3,190 
4,720 
4,99B 

Ph 5,91B 
1,900 

Ph 11,9B9 
3,2SO 
6,949 

Ph 4,499 
Ph 3,500 
Ph 1,950 

3,995 
6,495 
1,500 

Ph 3,500 
Ph 2,19S 

1,160 
3,350 
2,2SO 
1,995 
4,995 
2,BOO 
5,300 
2,775 

Ph 11,99S 
Ph 2,233 

'2DW' output power per thannel 

into nominal load of 8 Ohms. 

AMC CVT 20lOA 30W 400 
Arcam Alpha BP 50W 2SO 
Arcam Alpha 9P 70W 400 
Arcam Delta 290P ISW 400 
Carver TFM-6CB 65W 399 
Creek A43 sow 399 
Creek A52 IOW 499 
Crimson CS620C sow 4SO 
Earmax Earmax Head phone O.lW 315 
lFD Mistral Power 60W 449 
LFD PAD Powerstage 50W 499 
Macnum MF120 B5W 365 
Marantz MA·SOO 125W 150 
Marantz MA-700 200W 400 
Mission Cyrus XPA 50W 19B 
Mission Cyrus Power sow 49B 
Moth 30 Series Power 30W 249 
Moth 30 Mono/40 40W 469 
Musical Fidelity X-CANS O.lW 130 
Musical Fidelity E30 !OOW 500 
Musical Fidelity X-A50 sow 500 
Myryad MA 120 60W 450 

....-
MAD 912 
HAD 214 

HAD 216THX 
Naim NAP90/3 
Rotel R8970BX Mkll 
Rotel R8980BX 
Shearne 3.S 
Talk Electronics Tornado 1 
Technics SE-AlOOO 

Alchemist Kraken pwr 
Alchemist Forseti Pwr 
AMC CVT 2100A 
Art Audio Quintet 
Art Audio Quintet SE MB 
Art Audio Concerto 
Audio Analogue Donizetti 
Audiolnnov First Audio 
Audiolnnov Series 1000 
Audio Note The P 
Audio Note PO 
Audio Note Pl 
Audio Note PlSE 
Audio Note P2 
Audio Note P2SE 
Audio Note Conqueror 
Audiolab BOOOSX 
Audiolab BOOOPX 
Audlolab BOOOMX 
Aura PA-100 
Aura PA-200 
Aura PA-200 C 
AV! S2000MM 
8ryston 28-lP 
8ryston 38-ST PRO 
8ryston 38-ST 
8ryston THX38 
8ryston 78-ST PRO 
8ryston 48-ST PRO 
8ryston 48-ST 
8ryston 78-ST 
8ryston THX48 
8ryston THXJ 8 
Carver TFM-1SC8 
Car'llr A-500X 
Carver A-760X 
Cary SLA-70 11 
Chord SPM 400 
Chord SPM 600 
Conrad-Johnson MV-S5 
Copland CTASOl 
CR Dev Amphion 
Credo PMP 804 
Creek AS2SE 
Crimson CS6lOC 
Densen OM-30 
OHM PA Start 
OHM PAl Start 
DPA Enlightenment pwr 
Earmax Earmax Power 
ECA lectern S 
ECA lectern HD 
Electrocompaniet AW608 
Exposure XVIII Super 
Fast Evoluzione Powarsource 2.0 
Fase Evoluziona Powersource 1.0 
Golden Tube Audio SE-40 
Golden Tube Audio SE-3008 Mkll 
Golden Tube Audio SE-100 
Graaf Venticinque P 
Heybrook Sipature 11 Pwr 
Hi Q Sound MCM 
Jadis DAS 
l.oxicon 212 
lFD PAl Powerstage 
lFD PA2 Powerstage 
lFD PA2M Poworstage 
linn lKIOO 
Unn lK240 
linn AYS105 
lynwoorf Ruby 
Macnum MF330 
Macnum MF660 
Macnum A500SE 
Malflum ASOSE 
Meraeus Ciere 
Meridian 555 
Meridian 556 
Meridian SS7 
Meridian SOS 
Michell Alecto Stereo 
Mlchell Alecto Mono 
Michi RH8-0S 
Michi RH8-10 
Micromega Amp 
Monrio Conto 
Monrio HP! 
Moth SO Stereo 
Moth 30 Mono/lOO 
Muse Model lOO 
Musical Fidelity FX2 

HAD 218THX 
,_ 

... 
30W 200 Maim NAP140 4SW 150 
BO W 310 Maim HAP180 60W 1,060 
125W 410 Naim NAP135 7SW 1,655 
30W 450 Halm HAP250 IOW 1,65S 
60W 22S Papworth TVASO 50W 1,42S 

120W 4SO Prime Design P·lSO 150W 650 
35W 469 Quad 77 Power 85W 600 
50W 4SO Quad 707 140W 800 
70W 400 RepEXS IOW 598 

Rega Exon 125W 1.196 
sow S29 Roksan ROK·Sl.5 IOW 1,49S 

150W 1,309 Rose RP-190 (Dual Model 15W 550 
BOW 600 Hotel R89908X 200W 625 
15W 1,393 Shearne Phase 3 50W 619 
-W I,SOO Shearne Phase 3 Reference 50W 729 

50W 1,669 Shearne Phase S Mono IOOW l,SOO 
60W Sl5 Sonic Frontiers Anthem Amp 1 40W 1.195 
7.5W 1,149 Sonographe SA2SD 12SW 1,195 
50W 1,799 Sonographe SA400 220W 1,695 
40W S50 Sumo Polaris Ill 164W 9SO 
9W S99 Sumo Model Five 60W 1.915 

12W 750 Sumo Andromeda Ill 240W 1,915 
12W 999 T+Hl200 llOW B45 
20W 1,000 T+HISOO 140W 1,495 
lBW 1,499 Talk Electronics Tornado 2 6SW 600 
BW 1,599 Talk Electronics Tornado 3 IOOW ISO 

60W sso Talk Electronics Tornado 4 llOW 1,100 
!OOW 850 Technics SE·A2000 lOOW 1,100 
125W I,BOO Thorens TIA-2000 30W 599 
!OOW 700 Trlllll.l' 948 sow 1,895 
llOW 1,200 Tube Tech Syrinx 45W l,lSO 
IOOW 1,250 Tube Tech Unisis Sig. Pwr 30W 1,900 
150W 1,399 Woodside SA240 40W 1,199 
ISW 750 Wooclsido MAlOO lOOW 1,733 

150W 1,160 Wooclside STASO 50W 1,880 
150W l,l60 XTC POW-2 150W 1,4SO 
150W 1,161 Yamaha MX-2 150W ISO 
SOOW l,S45 

·W 1,156 Adyton Cordis 1.6 120W 3,495 
300W 1,156 Adyton Cordis l8 280W 12,995 
SOOW l,Bl5 Alchemist The Alchemist pwr 220W l,995 
300W 1,850 Alchemist The Alchemist mono 5SW 8,995 
500W 1,886 Art Audio Tempo 30W 2,499 
!OOW S99 Art Audio Quintet SE -w 2,500 
250W 949 Art Audio Maestro lOOW 3,524 
380W 1,299 ATC SPA2-150 200W 2,500 
30W 1,495 Audiolnnov Ser lOOOSE 50W 1,499 
!OOW 1,325 

130W 1,720 
Audlolnnov Second Audio 15W 3,199 
Audio Note Pl 9w 2,150 

sow 1,995 Audio Nolo Quest 9W 2,150 
30W 1,150 Audio Note Yubi lBW 3,850 
12W 1,949 Audio Note Conquest lBW 4,4SO 

1,816 Audio Nolo Tomei 30W 8,SOO 
BOW S99 Audio Nolo Noiro lW 1,360 
IOOW BOO Audio Note Ankoru 60W 14,SOO 
!OOW 1,200 Audio Research Dl30 130W 2,299 
45W 1,000 Audio Research VT60 35W 2,395 
45W 1,650 Audio Research DlOO 300W 4,67B 
!OOW 99S Audio Research VT100 IOOW 4,995 
25W 1,89S Audio Research 0400 Mkll 400W 6,850 
sow BBO Audio Research VT130 SE 130W S,SOO 
50W 1,4BO Audio Research VT150 SE 150W 11,000 
60W 1,09S Audio Synthesis Desire Decade 200W 2,495 
IOW B50 Beam-Echo Dll -lS 30W 3,S25 
65W B60 Border Patrol l008 SE IOW 3,495 
!OOW 1,610 Boulder 102AE !OOW 2,BOO 
40W 1,100 Boulder 102M IOOW 3,100 
SW 1,490 Boulder 500AE 150W 4,995 

!OOW 1,99S Boulder SOOM 150W 5,500 
25W 1,250 Boulder 2060 600W 19,000 

120W l,04S Boulder 20SO 999W 3S,OOO 
IOW 115 Bryston THX88 150W 2,3BS 
40W 1,991 Cary CAD-S72SE 20W 2,495 
120W l,B50 Cary CAD-lOOSE 12W 3,795 
60W 999 Cary CAD-805 sow B,495 
15W 1,599 Chord SPM 800 !SOW 2,265 
90W 1,999 Chord SPM 10008 200W 2.7B5 
50W 6SO Cllord SPM 12008 2SOW 3,S25 

120W 150 Chord SPM 1200C 315W 3,915 
IOOW 1,200 Chord SPM 1600 200W 4,718 
120W 9B5 Chord SPM 14008 mono 3BOW 7,B30 
!SOW 6B5 Chord SPM SOOO 415W 13,S44 
125W B25 Conrad-Johnson MF-2300A 250W 2,990 
200W 1,4B5 Conrad-Johnson Premier llA IOW 3,500 
200W l,S95 Conrad-Johnson Premier 12 140W 6,900 
60W 1,095 Conrad-Johnson Premier BXS 150W 17,000 
60W 7SO Conrad-Johnson Premier BA 215W 11,000 
!OOW 895 CAT JLI 200W 15,SOO 
200W 1,400 Copland CTAS05 61W 2.099 
160W l,S90 CR Dev Artemis 35W 4,99S 
sow l,lSO Credo lPO 804 2,456 
!OOW 1,9B9 Credo PMP 1S5 2,616 
!OOW 1,100 Cnado lPO 455 4,97S 
200W 2,000 Cnado lPO 155 6,983 
!OOW 1,2SO OHM PAl 50W 1,500 
13SW 1,495 OIIM PA3S 23W 3,750 
135W l,ISO DPA DAPSOOS 2SOW 3,000 
60W 599 Dynavactor HXJS ISW 2,195 
IOOW Bl9 Dynavactor HX1.2 130W 3,99S 
IOOW 1,490 EAR 861 32W 3,299 
IOOW 800 
200W 8SO 

EAR 509 Mk 11 lOOW 3,699 
EAR 519 !OOW 4,699 � 
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200W Aud10quost Turquoise 2 © 
AW!OODMB lOOW 2,09S Audioquest Topaz 2 © 
AW120DMB 120W 2,69S Audioquest Ruby 2 © 
AW250DMB 250W 3,99S Audioquest Quartz © 
AWIBOMB !SOW 4,59S Audioquest Opal © 

BOW 2,199 Audioquest Emerald © 

12SW 4,000 Audioquost Lapis © 

20W 4.999 Audioquost Diamond © 

lBW 7,999 Cable Talk Improved 2/CO © 

SOW Cable Talk Advanced 2 © 

sow 2,150 Cable Talk Monitor 2.1 © 

60W 2,750 Cable Talk Improved 2/Tape © 

lOOW 4.490 Cable Talk Studio 2 © 

200W 8,000 Cable Talk Professional 2 © 

BOW 3,333 Cable Talk Broadcast 2 © 

100W S,290 Cable Talk Reference 2 © 

30W S,980 Cable Talk Signature 2 Gold © 

lOW 9,000 Cambridge Atlantic © 

SOW 9,912 Cambridge Arctic © 

160W Cambridge Pacific © 

400W Cambridge Studio Reference © 

lOOW Canlas Audio 3008-Microtwin © 

200W Canlas Audio Quadlink-Five © 

300W Canlas Audio Cardas Cross © 

600W Cardas Audio Hoxlink-Five C © 

200W Canlas Audio Hoxlink Golden-5 C © 

2SOW 2,SOO Canlas Audio Golden Cross © 

soow 5,000 Connections UK Ultra © 

sow 2.400 Connections UK Midas © 

120W 3,7SO Connections UK HO © 

2SOW 7,SOO ONM-Reson TCC75 
!SOW 2.4SO OPA Slink 
275W 3,7SO DPA White Slink 
3SW 3,SOO DPA Black Slink 
IOW 4,000 Expressive loch IC-1 © 

lOOW 4.495 Gamma Wow Balance © 

200W 6.49S Goertz Interconnect © 

300W 8,49S GT Audio lntercon 

!SOW Henley HSP10 © 

!BOW 8,000 Henley HSP50 © 

7SW 2,24S Henley HSP!OO © 

-W 8,99S Henley HSP200 © 

160W 2,290 Heybrook Black Flash 

12SW 2,690 Insert Audio Focus 1.2 © 

17SW 3,490 Insert Audio IC!OO Mk 11 © 

300W 3,990 Insert Audio Status 3.4 © 

200W 2,SOO lxos 104 © 
300W 4,000 lxos 1003 © 
lOOW 2,64S lxos 1002 © 
200W 3,82S lxos 103 © 
160W 2.2SO lxos 102 © 

lOOW 2,199 lxos 101 © 

SSW 2,49S lxos 100.X03 © 

110W 4,99S Kimber PBJ © 

220W 9,99S Kimber KC! © 

240W 4,200 Kimber Hero © 

300W 2,170 Kimber Silver Streak © 

190W 3,000 Kimber KCAG © 

200W 2,100 Kimber KCTG © 

60W 7,3SO Kronos Konnekt 3 © 

lOOW 3, 39S Kronos Konnekt 2 

lOOW 4,700 Kronos Konnekl 1 © 

!SOW 6.400 l.AT lntornationa! IC-50 © 

24W 3,2SO l.AT lntornationa! IC-80 © 

32W l.AT lntomationai!C-100-D 

6SW l.AT lntomationai!C-200 Mk 11 

200W liedor Chanson © 
lieder lek © 
lieder Het Lied © 
lioder Song © 
Liedor Maas © 
Liodor Rijn © 
liedor Waal © 
lumloy Silver 12/2 © 
lumley Silver 14/4 © 
Moth leyline Black © 
Moth leyline Grey © 
Nordost Magic © 
Nordost Black Knight © 
Nordost Blue Angel © 
Nonlost Blue Heaven © 
Nonlost Rod Dawn © 
Nordost SPM © 
Ortofon 7N interconnect © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 35 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 50 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 52 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 53 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal100 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signall02 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal103 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal104 © 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 200 © 

© Precious Metals Silver Signal 202 © 

© Precious Metals Silver Signal 203 © 

© Precious Metals Silver Signal 204 © 

© QED P2 Gold © 

© QED !neon P2 Screened © 

© QED !neon PI Screened © 

© QED Qnoct 2 © 

© QED Qnect 4 © 

© Roksan RDK-Intercon © 
Slhoch MC2-12 © 
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40.00 Siltech MC4-24S © 400.00 Moth Leyline Datalink © 140.00 
60.00 Siltech FTM-3S © 730.00 Honlost Moongto © 15S.OO 
80.00 Silver Sounds SS2 © 99.00 Precious Metals Silver Dig 35 © 20.00 

120.00 Silver Sounds SS! © 199.00 Precious Metals Silver Dig 100 © 50.00 
189.00 Silver Tone Ex-Static @ 35.00 Precious Metals Silver Dig 200 © 110.00 
249.00 Silver Tone Sci-Fi © 95.00 Precious Metals Silver Dig 202 © 14S.OO 
399.00 SME S2LB-4 © 46.18 QED Digiflex © 20.00 
S49.00 SME S3LB-4 © S2.06 QEOOptiflex 2S.OO 

26.00 SME 4900A © 76.83 Roksan ROK-Intercon © 4S.OO 
3S.OO SME 5900A © 102.S7 SiHech HF-6 © 4S.OO 
SO.OO Sonic Link Bonus © lS.OO Sonic link Green @ 60.00 
50.00 Sonic link Red © 2S.OO ChordCo Codac © 36.00 
6S.OO Sonic Link Silver pink © 3S.OO ChordCo Prodac @ 50.00 
8S.OO Sonic Link Black © 49.00 Transparent Cable PDL © 199.00 

100.00 Sonic link White © 6S.OO Trichord Pulsowiro 75D • 7S.OO 
lSO.OO Sonic link Brown @ 70.00 Trichord Pulsowire 110D • 14S.OO 
300.00 Sonic link Violet © 8S.OO Vampire Wire Dill lSO.OO 

10.00 Sonic Link Maroon © 12S.OO Van Don Hul Source HB 30.00 
20.00 Sonic Link Blue Nickel @ 1SO.OO Van Den Hul Video! ink 60.00 
30.00 Sonic Link Vermillion @ 19S.OO Van Don Hul AES-EBU 110 6S.OO 
40.00 Sonic Link Red earth @ 300.00 2S.OO 

115.00 Sonic Link Black earth @ 4SO.OO 
200.00 Sonic Link Blue earth @ 69S.OO 
360.00 Sonic link Black Rhodium @ 99S.OO 
S30.00 ChordCo Chrysalis © 33.00 
600.00 ChoniCo Cobra © SO.OO 
700.00 ChoniCo Siren © 6S.OO 

28.00 ChordCo Chameleon © 8S.OO 
39.00 ChordCo Solid @ 9900 
46.00 Transparent Cable Mu si chord lnt © 48.00 

@ 34.00 Transparent Cable The Link © 92.00 
@ 41.00 Transparent Cable Music Link © 119.00 
@ 7S.OO Trichord Pulsewire 75 @ 169.00 
@ 24S.OO Vampire Wire CC © 24.00 

700.00 Vampire Wire CCC/11 © S8.00 
799.00 Vampire Wire SC/11 © 98.00 
148.00 Vampire Wire SC/lV © 144.00 

@ 130.00 Vampire Wire Al/2 © 2S9.00 
20.00 Vampire Wire Sl © 412.00 
3S.OO Van Den Hul Storm @ 2S.OO 
6S.OO Van Den Hul Source HB © SO.OO 
9S.OO Van Don Hul Dl02 IIIHB © 70.00 

@ 49.9S Van Don Hul Thunderline HB © 130.00 
2J.SO Van Den Hul First © 10.00 
46.95 Van Den Hul Second © 240 .00 

160.00 Van Don Hul MC Gold © 400.00 
20.00 Van Don Hul MC Silver IT © 1,240.00 
30.00 Van Don Hul MC Silver IT Bal © l,S60.00 Acoustic Energy AESC-C3 © 11.9S 
40.00 XlO Typel50 © 50.00 Aperture Silver © 82.SO 
4S.OO XlO Type 0.1 @ 180.00 Art Yam Church M2000 © 470.00 
60.00 Art Yam Church 5000 © 795.00 

100.00 Audio Hole AN-D © 4.SO 
1SO.OO Audio Note AN-B © 16 SO 

68.00 Audio Note AH-L © 29.SO 
96.00 Audio Hote AN-SP © 150.00 

110.00 Audio Note AN-SPx © 4SO.OO 
180.00 Audioquest Type 2 © 3.SO 
390.00 Audioquest F-16 © • 3.60 
720.00 Audioquest Type 6 © ?.SO 

49.00 Audioquost Indigo 2 © 12.00 
., 99.00 Audroquest Crystal © 18.00 

199.00 Audioquost Forest © 6S.OO 
37.00 Audioquost Argent © 95.00 
60.00 Audioquost Clear 3 © 1SO.OO 

@ 89.00 Bandridge LC7409 © 4 00 
@ 151.00 Bandridp LC4110 © 28.00 

340.00 Bandridp lC34!0 © 40.00 
420.00 Bandridgo lC3210 © 7S.OO 
420.00 Bandridp LC3219 © 7S.OO 
S80.00 Bandridp lC3220 © 90.00 
620.00 Bandridgo LC3310 © 9S.OO 

1 000.00 Bandridp LC3240 © 12S.OO 
1 400.00 Cable Talk The Flat One © !.SO 

115.00 Cable Talk Theatre 2 © 2.00 
17S.OO Cable Talk Talk 3.1 © 2.25 
100.00 Apertura Modo! B Cable Talk Overture 2.1 © 3.25 
200 00 Apertura Model A Cable Talk Talk 4.1 © 4.2S 

3S.OO Apogee Digital Wyde Eye Cable Talk Talk 3.1 Biwire © 4.SO 
60.00 Apogee Digital Wyde Eye Bal. Cable Talk Concert 2.1 © 7.00 
98.00 Art Yam Church 5000 Cable Talk Talk 4.1 Biwire © 8.50 

14S.OO Audioquost Digital/video 1 30.00 Cable Talk Symphony 3 © 12.SO 
28S.OO Audioquest Digital/video 1 60.00 Cable Talk Concert 2.1 Biwire © 14.00 
82S.OO Audioquest Optilink X 90.00 Cardas Audio 300B-Microtwin SC © 3S.OO 
2SO.OO Audioquest Digital PRO © 100.00 Cardas Audio Quadlink-Five SC © 59.00. 

40.00 Audioquost Optilink Pro 149.00 Cardas Audio Cross SC © 99.00 
SO.OO Audioquest Optilink Z 179.00 Cardas Audio Hoxlink-Five SC © 109.00 
70.00 Cable Talk Digital 2 © 78.00 Cardas Audio Hoxlink Golden5 SC © 175.00 
90.00 Cardas Audio lightning © 190.00 Canlas Audio Golden Cross SC © 789.00 

100.00 DHM-Roson DIGlOO @ 26.00 DNM-Reson LSC @ 6 9S 
130.00 DPA Opti-link 20.00 DHM-Reson LSCB ., 11.9S 
160.00 DPA Digi-link © 28.00 OPA Black Sixteen @ 100.00 
190.00 Insert Audio Datalino 500 © 24.9S Eloctrocompaniet EC-K2 © 30.00 
220.00 Insert Audio Dataline 700 © 39.9S Gale Xll89 © 1.00 
290.00 Insert Audio Image 5.1 © 44.9S Gale Xl315 © 2.00 
360.00 lxos 105 © 25.00 Gale Xl!S0-2 © 2.SO 
430.00 lxosl06 30.00 Gamma Wonder line © 99.00 

20.00 Kimber Opti-link so.oo GoortzM! • 16.00 
23.00 Kimber llluminati DV-30 © SS.OO Goertz M2 @ 32.00 
26.00 Kimber llluminati 0-60 © 21S.OO Goertz Big Boy @ 64.00 
30.00 Kimber llluminati OX-50 © 3SO.OO GT Audio Speaker © 50.00 
60.00 Kimber llluminati Orchid © 750.00 lxos 607 © 2.00 
7S.OO L.AT International DI-20-D © 79.00 !lOS 6004 © 3.00 

308.00 lxos 6003 © 3.00 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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@ 3.00 Audio Technica AT-OC9 
@ 8.00 Benz-Micro The Glider 
@ 12.00 Benz-Micro M090 
@ 19.68 Benz-Micro l040 
@ 40.00 Benz-Micro H200 
@ 394.00 Benz-Micro Reference 
@ 656.00 Benz-Micro Reference Ruby 
@ 21.00 Benz-Micro Ruby Open Air 
@ 27.00 Clearaudio Aurum-Alpha 
@ 42.50 Clearaudio Aurum-Beta 
@ 460.00 Clearaudio Aurum-Beta/S 
@ 500.00 Clearaudio Gamma-S 
@ 660.00 Clearaudio Signature 
@ ,080.00 Clearaudio Accurate 
@ ,400.00 Clearaudio Insider 
@ 4.00 Denon Dl304 
@ 10.00 Dynavoctor IOX411 
@ 15.00 Dynavoctor 23RS 
@ 35.00 Oynavoctor 17D2 
@ 40.00 Oynave<:tor XX-ll 
@ 1.90 Oynave<:tor XX-I 

lllssion Quartet bi-wire @ 3.90 Dynavoctor To-Kaitora 
Haim NACA 5 @ 5 50 Goldri ng Eroica LX 
ordost Octava 8 3.00 Ooldring Eroica 

Nonlost 4-Fiat • 12.00 Goldring 1042 
Nordost Blue Heaven @ 55.00 Ooldring Elite 
Nonlost Red Dawn @ 110.00 Goldring Excel VX 
Nordost SPM @ 325.00 Audio Note 101 99 Grado Prestige Silver 
Ortofon SPIUOO @ 3.00 Audio Technica AT-91 15 Grado Prestige Gold 
Or1olon SPK200 @ 5.00 AUdiO Te<:hnica AT-95£ 20 Grado Signature Junior 
Ortofon SPK300 @ 8.00 Audio Technica AT-HOE 28 Grado Signature BMZ 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 32 @ 7.50 Audio Technica AT 450£ 70 Grado Signature MCZ 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 102 @ 10.00 Audio Technica AT 440M L 90 Grado Signature Tll 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 34 @ 15.00 Benz-Micro MC20EII 70 Grado Signature XTZ 
Precious Metals Silver �r 104 @ 20.00 Denon OlllO 70 Kootsu Red T 
Preelclas Metals Silver l'r 106 @ 30.00 Denon Ol160 90 lloetsu Red K Sig 
Precious Metals Silver �r 108 @ 40.00 Denon Ol103 lOO lloetsu Urushi 
Pumonic OFC 7892 @ 1.20 Goldrmg Elan 19 Kootsu Signature 
Pumonlc OFC 7844 @ 1.65 Goldrin& Elektra 29 Kootsu Gold PR 

uresonic 7845 @ 1.95 Goldring I 006 MM 59 !Jnn K9 

Pureson ie 7891 @ 2.85 Gold ring 1012GX MM 79 Unn Klydo 
Pumonic OFC 7816 @ 3.75 Goldring 1022GX MN! 99 Unn Arkiv 
Pumonic OFC 7832 @ 3.75 Grado ZTE+l MM 27 London Decca Maroon 
Pumonic OFC 7812 @ 3.75 Grado lCE+l MM 37 London Docca Gold 
Pumonic OFC 7834 @ 5.50 Grado lf3E+ 1 MM 48 London Doeea Maroon Dp 
Pumonic OFC 7825 @ 6.95 Grado Prestip Black MN! 49 London Doeea Gold Dp 
Pumonic PSOCC 7801 @ 9.50 Grado Prostip Croon MM 59 London Docea S Gold 
Pumonic PSOCC 7802 @ 18.00 Grado Prestip Blue MM 69 London Doeea S Gold Dp 
Pumonic PSOCC 7803 @ 27.00 Grado lfl+ MN! 83 London Docca Jubilee 
QED Qudos Micro @ 1.25 Grado Prestige Red MM 99 lyra lydian 
QED Qudos Silver @ 3.95 N'ltam Tracer I MM 98 lyra Cl avis Da Capo 
QED Qudos Bi-Wire @ 4.50 Ortoion YMS2 MM 14 N'ham Tracer 11 
QED Profile 8 @ 6.50 Or1olon OM 5E MM 20 N'ltam Tracer Ill 
QED Profile 4x4 @ 9.00 Orlofon OM 10 MM 30 N'ham Tracer IY 
QED Protilo Silver 12 @ 15.00 Ortofon 510 MNj 38 Ortofon MC3 Turbo 
RopREGA @ 2.00 Ortofon OM DJ MM 50 Ortofon MC15 Super 11 
Roksan ROK-Speaker @ 6.00 Ortofon 520 MM 65 Ortofon 540 
Silleeh LS2-45 @ 109.00 Orlofon OM 20 MM 70 Ortofun MC15E 
Silleeh FT-12 Mkl @ 140.00 Orlofon MC! Turbo MC 70 Ortofon MC25Fl 
Silleeh LS4-120 @ 549.00 Orlofon Concorde DJ MM 80 Ortofon MC10 Supreme 
ilver Sounds 12 Gauge @ 15.00 Or1olon OM 30 MM 90 Ortofon SPU mono 

Silver Sounds 10 Gauge @ 35.00 Ortofun MC10 Super MC 100 Ortofon MC20 Supreme 
Silver Sounds 8 Gauao c 75.00 Ortofon 530 MN! 100 Ortofon SPU Classic 
Silver Tone Silver-Sonic @ 10.00 Piektling TE-15 MM 20 Ortofon MC30 Supreme 
Silver Tone Silver-Sonic HC @ 15.00 Piekering YE-15 MM 15 Ortolon MC200011 
Silver Tone Silver-Voice @ 55.00 Pickeling T-E MM 15 Or1olon MC Rohmann 
Silver Tone Silver-Voice U�ra @ 85.00 Piekering Y15-0J MM 28 Ortolon MC Rohmann 
Sonic link AST50 @ 1.95 Piekenna Tl-E MM 35 Ortofon MC3000 11 
Sonic Unk AST75 @ 3.00 Pickelina Tl-2E MM 45 Ortofon MCSOOO 
Sonic Link AST200 @ 5.95 Piekerin& XV15-625E MM 50 Orlofon MC7 500 
Sonic Unk AST200x2 @ 10.00 Pieblin& XV15-150-DJ MM 50 Pickeli"' Tl-3003 
Sonic link S300 @ 18.00 Piektrina Tl-2-S MN! 55 Pickering Xll-4500 
Sonic Unk S130x2 @ 20.00 Piekeling XV15-757S MM 60 Pickenna Tl-4004 
Sonic Link Slll0x2 @ 35.00 Piekeli"' XV15-625DJ MM 60 Pickelin& XSY-50000 
Sonic Unk S900 @ 50.00 Plckalina XV15-IBOOS MM 70 Pickeri"' Xll-7500 
Sonic Unk S600x2 @ 70.00 Pleklrina Tl3S MM 80 Pickenna TLZ-7500-S 
Sonic Unk RE3.1 ill 90.00 Pickeri"' XEY-3001E MM 95 Reson Mica 
Sonic Link RE3.4 @ 330.00 Piekenna XLZ-3500 MM 100 Reson Reea 
Teeh + Unk SPC 79 @ 1.20 Piekelina Tl-4-S MN! 100 Roson Aeiore 
hordCo Myth � 6.00 Rega Bias MN! 39 Reson Etilo 

ChoniCo L01end @ 15.00 Rep RB78 MM 39 Reson lexo 
Jransparent Cable Musichord Spkr @ 11.00 Rep Super Bias MM 59 Roksan Corus Black 
rransparent Cable The Wave @ 23.00 Rega Elys MM 85 Roksan Shiraz 
lrllnsparent Cable Music Wave Spl<r @ 25.00 Shure M70BX MM 21 Shure YI5XMR 
Vampire Wire SC-384 @ 1100 Shure M92E MM 22 Stanton 890AUX 
Vampire Wire SC-554 @ 15.00 Shure SC35C MM 29 Sumiko BPS 
Vampire Wire ST-1 • 30.00 Shure M447X MM 35 Transfiguration Spirit 
Vampire Wire SC-1108 @ 30.00 Shure M44GX MM 35 Transfiguration Temper 
Vampire Wire ST-11 • 48.00 Stanton SOOAL 11 MM 34 Yan Den Hul MM-I 
Vampire Wire ST-Ill ill 73.00 Stanton 500El MM 37 Van Don Hul MM-2 
Van Don Hul Skyline HB @ 3.50 Van Don Hul DDT-11 Stanton 68DAUX MM 56 
Van Don Hul Snowline @ 5.00 Stanton 680EUX MM 70 Yan Don Hul MC-10 
Van Don Hul Skytrack HB @ 5.50 Sumiko Oyster MM 30 Van Den Hul MC-Ono 
Man Den Hul Clearwater @ 7.00 Sumiko Black Pearl 50 Yan Don Hul MC-ONE Super 
Van Don Hul Snowtrack @ 10.00 Sumiko Pearl 70 Van Don Hul MC-Two 
Man Den Hul CS122 HB @ 12.00 Van Don Hul The Fr01 low o/p 
Van Don Hul Cloartrack @ 13.00 Van Don Hul Grasshopper IIISLA 
Van Don Hul D352 HB @ 20.00 Van Don Hul Grasshopper IIIGLN 
Van Don Hul Toatrack HB @ 22.00 van Don Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA 
Van Don Hul SCS12 @ 34.00 Van Don Hul Grasshopper IIICMN 
an Den Hul Magnum HB @ 3800 Van Don Hul Grasshopper IIICHN 

Van Don Hul The Wind HB @ 40.00 Van Don Hul Grasshopper IVGLA 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

MC 330 

MC 650 

MC 700 

MC 700 

MC 700 

MC 1,100 

MC 1,500 

MC 1,600 

MM 135 

MM 195 

MM 265 

MC 745 

MC 1,595 

MC 2,500 

MC 4,900 

MC 200 
MC 189 

MC 375 

MC 450 

MC 998 

MC 998 

MC 1,698 

MC 110 

MC 110 

MM 120 

MC 220 

MC 495 

MM 119 

MM 149 

MM 150 

MM 250 Aiwa AD-WX727 � 170 
MM 375 Donon DRM-550 160 

MM 650 Oenon DRW-580 � 200 � 

MM 975 Donon DRS-640 200 

MC 1,550 Goodmans Delta 801 130 

MC 1,998 JYC TD-X3J2BK 170 

MC 2,297 JYC TO-R472BK � 200 
MC 3,218 Keowood KX-W4080 � 160 
MC 5,498 llenwood KX-3080 160 

125 Kenwood KX-W6080 � 200 
MC 500 Keowood KX-5080S 200 

MC 1,000 Marantz S0-555 � 200 
259 Onkyo K 185 � 200 
299 Pionoor CT-S250 150 
339 Pioneer CT-W205R � 160 
379 Pioneer CT-W505R � 180 
399 Pionoor CT-S450S 200 
479 Pionoor CT-W606DR r 200 
999 Sony TC-KEZOO 120 

MC 649 Sony TC-WE405 � 150 
MC 995 Sony TC-KE400S 180 

MM 310 Sony TC-WE505 � 180 
MM 410 TEAC W-416 100 

MM 660 TEAC Y-610 100 

MC 130 TEAC W-JBOR � 170 
MC 130 TEAC R-560 � 180 

130 TEAC R-H500 � 100 
MC 180 Technics RS-BX501 � 170 � 

MC 250 Technics RS-TR373 � 200 
MC 300 Yamaha KX-390 150 

MC 350 Yamaha KX-W392 � 180 
MC 425 Yamaha KX-490 200 
MC 450 

MC 525 Aiwa AD-F850 230 
MC 750 Aiwa AD-S950 300 
MC 1,000 Carver TDR-1550 629 
MC 1,000 Oonon ORM-650S 230 
MC 1,100 Den on ORM-7 40 270 
MC 1,500 Denon DRS-810 310 
MC 2,000 H/K T0420 250 

MM 145 H/K TD450 350 
MM 150 JYC TD-Y662BK 270 
MM 175 JVC T D-W718BK 300 

MM 100 llarantz SD-57 249 

MM 200 HAD 613 230 
MM 200 HAD 614 270 

MM 185 NAO 616 300 
MM 150 Onkyo TA 6210 230 

MC 299 Onkyo TARW 211 270 
MC 455 Onkyo TARW 311 � 320 
MC 1,300 Onkyo TA 6310 330 

130 Onkyo KR 609 350 
970 Onkyo KW 606 � 370 
295 Onkyo TARW 411 � 370 
118 OnkyoHll 3·H 460 

MC 250 Pioneer CT-S550S 3·H 250 
MC 1,000 Pioneer CT-W806DR ___.. 300 
MC 1,950 Pionoor CT-S550S Precision 3·H 340 

M 250 Pioneer CT-S830S 3·H 500 

MM 300 Pionoor CT-95 3·H 1,000 
MC 600 Sony TC-WE805S � 250 � 

MC 750 Sony TC-KA6ES 3·H 550 
MC 900 T+A CC1200R 990 

MC 1,050 TEAC W-850R � 250 
MC 1,200 TEAC Y-1030 3·H 250 
MC 1,500 TEAC W-6000R � 450 
MC 2,000 TEAC Y-6030S 3-H 550 
MC 2,800 TEAC Y-8030S 3·H 650 
MC 2.800 Technics RS-TR474 � 220 
MC 2,800 Techn ics RS-AZ6 3·H 230 

MC 2,900 Technics RS-TR575 � 280 
MC 3,000 Te<:bRICS RS-AZ7 3·H 300 � 
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Arcam Alpha MCD �· 
Alldiolnnov Allo 
Aura CDIOO 
Carver SDA-400 
Carver MV-5 § .. 
Denon DCM-260 §• 
Denon DCD-1015 
HJK HD730 
H/K FL8300 § .. 
JVC XL-Z674BK 
Ktnwood DP-R1080 E§• 
Ktnwood DP-9090 
Kenwood DP-7090 
Marantz CD-61 
Marantz CD-67SE 
Marantz CC-870 §• 
Marantz CD-6311KI 
Micromega Minium 
Musical fidelity E60 
Musical fidelity A2 
HAD 513 E§• 
HAD 515 §• 
HAD 514 
HAD 5JJ �· 
Onkyo DX 1210 
Onkyo cm 

ISO 
Dnkyo DXC 320 §• 

120 Onkyo DX 7510 

ISO 
Onkyo CM 716 �· 

lllJlO 250 
Pioneer PD-F805 §• 

illllO 250 
Pioneer PD-S705 

llll1Q ISO 
Pioneer PD-F906 §• 

llll1Q 200 
Pioneer PD-S904 

lllJ1Q 250 
Pioneer PD-S505 Precision 

180 
Rotol RCD-965BX 

lllllO 200 
Rote! RCD-970BX 

illllO 235 
Sony CDP-CX55 

lllJlO 240 
Sony CDP-XE900E 

50 Sony CDP-CX200 §• 

60 Sony CD-WOES 

80 Sony CDP-XJOOOES 

illllO 200 
TEAC CD-5 

110 Technics Sl-MC400 §• 

120 Yamaha CDX-890 

140 

§t> 180 
Acurus ACDll 

§t> 200 
Alchemist Nexus 

250 
Arcam Alpha 8 

110 Audiolab BOOOCD 

130 AVI S2000MC2 

§-.. 140 
Creek CD42 

§ .. 160 
Denon DCD-3000 

170 
DPA Renaissance in! CD 

S• 200 
Fase Evoluzione laserdrive 1.0 

lllJlO 250 
Helios Model 3 

150 Helios Model 2 

200 Heybrook Signature 11 

llll10 200 
Linn Mimik 

illllO 230 
Marantz CO-Il 

lllJlO 250 
Micromega Stage 4 

§1!> lllllO 250 
Micromega Stage 5 

200 1\ticromep Sta1• 6 

llll10 250 
MISsion dAD3 

120 
Mission dAD3Q 

130 Monrio Privilege 

llll10 150 
Myryad MC!OO 

S�> 180 
Maim CD3 

130 Orelle CD!OOeA 

150 Orelle CD-IOOeSA 

§I> 200 
Pink Trian1le Numeral 

s ... 200 
Pioneer PD-506 

lllJlO 200 
Primare 020 

§t> 250 
Quad 77 Bus 

180 
Quad 77 Mains 

180 Roksan Caspian 

110 T +A CD1200R 

120 TEAC VROS-1 

130 TEAC VRDS-9 

140 TEAC VRDS-IOSE 

§ .. !50 
Technics SL-P2000 

180 
Trichord Genesis 

§ .. 200 
Trichord Digital Jukebox 25 5• 

5 .. 200 
Trichord Digital Jukebox 50 § .. 

130 Trichord Digital J'box 100 § .. 

200 
Trichord Revelation 

i!illO 240 
Alchemist forseti 

§;. 250 
Audio Resean:h CD! 100 

130 
Alldio Research C02 

150 Audiomeca Talisman 

Technics Sl-PD687 5• 160 
Audiomeca Talisman SE 

Technics SL -PD887 5• 180 AVI S2000MC 

Technics Sl-PS670D lllllO 200 
Cary CD-301 

echnics Sl-PS770D 250 
Conrad-Johnson Df-2 

amaha CDX-390 130 
Conrad-Johnson DV-2b 

Yamaha CDC-565 § .. 170 
Copland CD277 

Yamaha COX-490 170 Copland CDA288 

Yamaha CDC-665 220 
Helios Model ! 

Yamaha CDX-590 230 
Htlios Stargate 
Krell KPS30i 

Aiwa DX-CIOOM 500 Krell KPS-20i 

Arcam Alpha 7 llll10 320 
Marantz CD-llKI 
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lllJlO 450 Marantz CD-23 lllJlO 4,000 AMC CDM7VAC 200 

lllllO 399 Mark Levinson 39 illllO 4,995 Apogee Digital DA-1000 €l 3,395 
lllJlO 400 Meracus Tanto illllO 1.395 Arcam Black Box 50 480 

illllO 299 Meracus lma1o Player illllO 4,495 Arcam Black Box 500 750 
469 Meridian 506 illllO 1,100 Audio Note DAC1 675 
300 Meridian 508 lllllO 1,995 Audio Note OAC2 1,099 

lllllO 350 Micromep Solo lllJlO 2.750 Audio Note DAC3 1,750 

lllllO 300 Musical Fidelity fCD lllJlO ,500 Audio Research DACS 2,148 

illllO 300 Myryad MCDSOO lllJlO 1,300 Audio Research DAC5 2,335 

illllO 300 Naim C02 2,000 Audio Research DAC3 4,195 

lllJlO 300 Naim COS 3,940 Alldio Research DAC3 4,555 

illllO 300 Pink Triangle l�aural lllJlO 2,099 Audio Synthesis DAX Decade @ 2,795 
lllllo 400 Primare 302 lllJlO 1,800 Audiolab 8000DAC 6 900 

llll10 270 Roksan AHessa-DP3P i!illO 1.495 Audiomeca Elixir 799 

llll10 350 Sherwood CD! lllllO 1,100 Audiomeca Ambrosia 1,850 

illllO 400 � .. lllJlO 1,595 Boulder 2020 <ll 17,750 

lllllO 500 lllJlO 3,495 Cambrid1e Dacmagic 2 Mk 11 150 

lllJlO 400 1 ,300 Chord DSCliOO 0 2,575 
lllllO 300 1,250 Chord DSCISOO @ 3,850 

lllllO 500 Conrad-Johnson D/A-3 0 1,195 
290 Conrad-Johnson D/A-2b 1,990 

lllllD 350 Denon DCD-425 150 

lllllo 370 DPA little Bit 3 €l 325 
400 DPA Renaissance DAC 570 

lllJ1Q 260 DPA Enliglltenment DAC 825 
illllO 290 DPA SX!28 2,000 

380 DPA SX256 4,000 
lllllO 400 DPA SX512 8,000 

450 Jadis JS3 2,129 
300 Jadis JSl 8,068 

lllllD 300 lfD DAC2 1,950 
350 lfD DAC3 3,000 

llll10 400 Linn Numerik .1.500 

llll10 460 Manley Professional DAC-20 e 6.950 
lllJ1Q 300 Mark levinson 36 <ll 3,995 
lllJlQ 375 Mark levinson 30.5 i5,950 

280 Merecus Auriga 1.295 
300 Meracus flagrare 2,495 
380 Meridian 566 1,095 

illllO 450 Micromep DAC 2 750 

lllJlO 500 Micromega Dialog 2,000 
350 800 Monrio 18B2 €l 795 
350 3,290 Muse Model 2 2,190 

110 350 Audio Synthesis Transcend 1,395 Muse Model 2 Plus €l 2,500 
Audiolab BOOOCDM llll10 1.400 Musical fidelity X-ACT 200 

lllJlO 899 Audiomeca Damnation lllllD 999 Musical Fidelity X-DAC 300 
illllO 597 Alldiomeca Damnation SE lllJlO 1,100 Onkyo OX 7310 330 
illllO 520 Audiomeca Kreatura SE lllllD 1,400 PS Audio Dl3 777 
llll10 .000 Audiomeca Mephisto illllO 2,350 PS Audio Sl3 1,449 
lllJlO 895 Cambridp Discmagic One lllllO 300 PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 2.590 
lllJlO 599 Conrad-Johnson DR-1 illllO 1.795 PS Audio Ref link 4.550 
lllllO .000 DPA Enliglltenment Drv lllJlO 725 Roksan Atlessa-DA2 0 595 
lllJlO 950 Jadis JD3 illllO 4,850 Sonic frontiers SFD-2 Mk 2 @ 5,295 
lllJlO 995 JadisJ02 lllllO 4,990 Sonic Frontiers Processor 3 @ 6,995 
illllO 650 Jadis JDI i!illO 12,500 Sumo Theorem 11 945 
lllJlD 950 Krell KPS-20! illllO 8,490 Sumo Theorem IlB 1,155 
lllJ1D 989 linn Karik .850 me o-u 0 500 
lllllO 875 Mark Ltvinson 37 3,995 TEAC 0-700 600 
i!iltO 800 Mark Ltvinson 31.5 9,295 Theta Digital Chroma Std 849 
lllJlO 600 Meracus lma1o 3,995 Theta Dilital Pro Geny 1,145 
lllllD 750 Meridian 500 1.245 Theta Dilital Pro Prime 11 1,800 
lllJlO 950 Micromega Drive 3 750 Theta Di�l Pro Basic Ill 2,990 
lllJlO 598 Mlcromep Data 2.250 Theta Digital Gen V SE 4,300 

898 Monrio Bitmatch 950 Theta Di�al Casablanca LS 5,910 
lllltO 995 Muse Model S 1,800 Thorens TDA-2000 €l 700 
llll10 700 Pink Tri angle Cardinal ll 875 Trichord Pulsar Ser One 1 ,395 

l.OOO PS Audio Lambda TR 2, 250 Tube Tech fulcrum 1,400 
lllllO 649 PS Audio lambda AT& T 2,778 Wadia 12 1,530 
lllJlO 999 Roksan AHessa-DP3 1.295 Wadia 15 3.790 
illllO 999 Sonic frontiers SFT-1 2,295 Wadia 64.4 4,750 
lllllD 550 Sonic Frontiers Transport 3 5.995 Wadia 16 7,395 
lllllD 800 T +A CM1200R 990 9,995 

700 TEAC VRDS-TI 550 
900 TEAC P-30 2,500 

llll10 895 Theta Digital Data Basic 11 2,397 
lllJlO 895 Theta Dilital Data Ill NTSC/PAL 5,455 
lllllO 599 Thorens TCD-2000 999 
illllO 700 Trichord Digital Turntable 699 
llll10 850 Tube Tech Fulcrum 1,000 
illllO 1,000 Wadia 8 3.195 
lllllO 549 Wadia 20 4,37 
illllO 599 
i!illO 649 
lllJlO 699 

799 

illllO 
illllO 
illllO 
illllO 
lllJlO 
lllJlO Pioneer D-05 DAT 
illllO Pioneer POR-05 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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D-C88 
MD-RIE 
MO-MS200H 
MDXV300H 

MZ-E20 
MOS-JE510 
MH30 
MOS-S38 
MZ-R30 
MOS-JA30ES 
MO-H500 
M0-10 

HI-FI CHOICE 

0 

0 lil 

0 lil 

0 lil 

0 � 

0 � 

0 � 

0 � 

0 � 

0 lil 

0 lil 

0 1101 

0 lil 

0 lil 

0 lil 

0 lil 

0 � 

0 1101 

0 1101 

0 � 

Sennhoisor HD56 
Sennheisor H0433 
Sennheisor H0435 V.gas 
Sennheiser H0435 Manhattan 
Sennheiser HD&OTV 
Sony MDR-W20G 
Sony MDR-E837 
Sony MDR-P70 
Sony MDR-ED238 
Sony MDR-009TV 
Sony MDR-A34L 
Sony MDR-E848 
Sony MDR-PlTV 
Sony MDR-CD270 
Sony MDR·E868 
Sony MDR-V400 
Sony MOR-011 
Tochnics RP-HT280 
Tochnics RP-HT300 
Vivanco SR250 
Vivanco SRI50 
Vivanco SR200 

AlG KJOI 
AlG ll2221R 
AlG K401 
AlG K501 
AlG K3331R 
AKG K4441R 
AKG ll290S 

.AKG KIOOO 
Audio Technica ATH910PRO 
Audio Technica ATHD40FS 
Audio Technica ATHM40FS 
Audio Tochnica ATH911 
Beyer DT311 
Beyer DT411 
Beyer DT511 
Beyer DTBOI 
Beyer DT811 
Beyer DTIOO 

15 Beyer DT901 

31 Beyer DT911 

35 Denon AH-0210 

18 Denon AH-0350 

20 De non AH-0550 

20 Denon AH-0650 

25 Denon AH-0750 

18 Denon AH-0950 

15 Grado SR40 

11 Grado SR&O 

15 Grado SR80 

33 Grado SRI25 

20 Grado SR225 

25 Grado SR325 

30 Grado RS2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

D 
0 

0 

0 

0 

1101 

� 

"' 
'11 

� 

� 

"' 

.� 

1101 

"' 
"' 
"' 
� 

lil 

1101 

"' 
1101 
1101 

1101 
1101 
"' 

� 

lil 

lil 

"' 

it 

'11 

"' 

lil 

0 � 

0 � 

0 "' 

0 "' 

0 1101 

0 1101 

0 " 

0 lil 

0 .. 

0 'il 

0 'i 

0 "' 

0 "' 

0 "' 

0 '11 

0 'i 

0 '11 

20 
13 
15 
30 
18 
20 
30 
30 
40 
18 
18 
18 
20 
10 
10 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
40 
30 
40 
19 
20 
25 

Grado RSI 
leckli n Floal Model ! 
Jeck1in Floal Model 2 
Jeek lin Float ELS 
JVC HA-0727 
!VC HA-W60 
JVC HA-0910 
JVC HA-01000 
JVC HA-F25 
Philips SBC 3396 
Philips SBC HP9000 
Pioneer SE-M550 
Pioneer SE-M750 
Procide Ergo Model I 
Precide Ergo Model 2 
Sennheiser H0445 
Sennheiser IS 380 
Sennheiser HD455 
Sennheiser H0465 
Sennheiser HD475 
Sennheiser HD25 SP 
Sennheisor HD535 
Sennheiser IS450 
Sennheiser HD545 Ref 
Sennheisor HD25011 
Sennheisor HOC 451-1 
Sennheiser HD565 Ovat'n 
Sennhoisor HD265 Linear 
Sennheisor HD25-13 
Sennheisor HD25 
Sennheiser HO 580 P'cision 
Sennheiser HO&OO 
Sennheisor Lucas 
Sennheiser IS850 
Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 
Sennheisor Orpheus 
Sony MDR-IF120K 
Sony MDR-E888 
Sony MDR-IF125RK 
Sony MDR-V600 

Sony MDR-FI 
Sony MDR-NC5 
Sony MDR-IF420RK 
Sony MOR-CD770 
Sony MOR-077 
Sony MDR-IF520RK 
Sony MDR-C01700 
Stax SR-0001 
Stax SR-Lambda Nova C 
Stax Lambda Nova Basic 
Stax SR-Lambda Nova S 
Technics RP-HT400 
Technics RP-HT&OO 
Technics RP-HT700 
Technics RP-DJI200 
Vivanco IR5800 
Yivanco IR5700 
Yivanco IRSOOO 
Vivanco SR850 
Yivanco SR650 
Yivanco SR750 
Yivanco IR6000 
Vivanco SR909 
Yivanco FMH 3000 
Yivanco IR6500 
Vivanco SRIOOOIFL 
Yivanco IR7!00 
Yivanco IR7600 
Yivanco SR2001FL 

Alphason NCI 
Alphason Akros I 
Alphason RSI 

Alphason Akros 11 
Alpha son NCII 
Alphason HOS-40/M 
Alphason ntan S 
Apollo AZ6 
Arcici Q-1 
Arcici Q-2 
Atacama BD21 
Atacama 8011 
Atacama 8025 

0 � 

0 "' 

0 "' 

E � 

0 lil 

0 il 

0 " 
0 lil 

0 1101 

0 .. 
0 " 
0 lil 
0 lil 

0 "' 
0 "' 

0 � 

0 .. 
0 � 

0 11 

0 il 

0 1101 

0 "' 

0 '11 

0 � 

0 lil 

D "' 
0 "' 

D 1101 
D 1101 
D 1101 
D � 

0 � 

lil 
0 "' 

E "' 
E "' 

0 1101 

0 � 

0 1101 

0 lil 
0 "' 

0 1101 

D 1101 
0 .. 
0 1101 

0 1101 

0 '" 
E "' 

E "' 

E 'i 

E "' 
0 1101 

0 1101 

0 "' 
0 '11 

0 "' 
0 lil 

D 'i 

D lil 

0 'i 

0 "' 

0 "' 

0 "' 

0 .. 
0 "' 
0 "' 

D "' 

0 'i 

D "' 

695 
79 
99 

399 
43 
49 
65 

250 
699 

70 
90 
so 

60 
120 
140 
45 
55 
55 
65 
80 
90 

105 
120 
125 
150 
150 
ISO 
150 
160 
160 
200 
250 
280 
859 
998 

9,652 
so 

55 
60 
70 

100 
100 
100 
100 
130 
150 
200 
280 
370 
449 
450 

50 
60 
70 

130 
so 

50 
50 
50 
so 

60 
70 
70 
80 
90 

110 
120 
140 
140 

47 
49 
49 
59 
84 
85 

125 
80 

199 
199 

55 
55 
60 

Atacama SE!& 
Atacama SE12 
Atacama SX500 
Atacama F2 
Atacama F1 
Atacama SX600 
Atacama SL200 
Atacama SE24 
Atacama SE20 
Atacama SXJOO 
Atacama SL300 
Ataeama TP&OO 
Atacama TP500 
Atacama SE615 
Atacama SE515 
Atacama SE415 
Atacama SL400 
Atacama SEIOOOS 
AVF Tower P61448P 60 
BCO ModeiiOIO 60 
Credo STD 001 
Custom Design CD 500 50 
Custom Design AS 630AV 65 
Custom Design AS 130 25 
Custom Design Tri lOO 50 
Custom Design R/S 200 so 

Custom Design R/S300 60 
Custom Design Tri 300 55 
Custom Design SCS 24 60 
Custom Design X24 61 
Custom Design C 20 so 
Custom Design HI 50 
Deadroek 903 60 

,Deadrock 902 47 
Deadrock 901 39 
Dynaudio Trophy 
Dynaudio Master 
Oynaudio UHima 
Harbeth HL-Stands 21 
Hoybrook Stand-ULT 3 
Heybrook Stand-S& 63 
Heybrook Stand-S4 48 
Hoybrook Stand-SI 47 
JPWMS2 45 
JPWMS3 61 
JPWMSI 46 
JPWHSI 58 
JPW HS2 45 
Kudos Audio Arrow 60 
Kudos Audio S-50 60 
Kudos Audio 5-100 63 
Mission Micrometer 58 
Mission Entasis 58 
Opera SI 60 
Pioneor CP-7 
Pioneer CP-8 
Projekt Signature 55 
Revolver RSI 50 
Royd Royd 55 
SO Acoustics SO Alexandra so 
Silverado Silverado I Stand 60 
Sonus Faber lronwood 
Sonus Faber Slonewood 
Sound Org Z037 
Sound Org Z027 
Sound Org Z026 

Sound Ort Z518 45 
Soundstyle X6118 41 
Stands Unique Speaker support 59 
Stands Unique Tuned Spkr SupPQrt 59 
Stands Unique Tuned Carbon Fibre 59 
Stands Unique Vivas CF Spkr Supp 60 
Target TR&O 60 
Target RI 53 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 

KEY 

3 number of shelves 

Alphason SM17 
Alphason VSMI7 
Alphason GSM17 
Alphason GMVIP 
Alphason Rl7/17 
Alphason GM HIP 
Alphason GR17 /11 
Alphason VR17/17 
Audiophile Base 01 
Audiophile S4Tl20 
Audiophile S4Tl20P 
BCO Modeii00&/8 
BCD ModeiiOOO 
Custom Design G3 
Custom Design Aspecl 650 

Custom Design Aspecl 500AV 
Custom Design Aspect 850 
Deadrock 701 
Deadrock 802 
Deadrock 703 
Deadrock 704 
Deadrock 705 
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65 
65 
67 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
73 
73 
75 
75 
75 
75 
75 
76 
80 
35 

495 
284 

35 
40 
40 
so 

so 

70 
85 
85 

109 
109 
275 
60 
60 
60 

120 
200 
290 
249 

55 
69 
69 

119 
45 
55 
80 

120 
120 

so 

100 
270 

70 
98 

345 
50 
80 
80 
70 
99 

369 
350 
475 
497 

55 
55 
55 
65 

100 
159 
120 
199 
349 

68 
280 

49 
85 
85 

110 
110 
ISO 
ISO 
190 

79 
280 
560 
795 

1,250 
130 
240 
170 
270 

60 
90 

130 
190 
230 .... 
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.. •-Rax R4 399 Projekl 84 
Frameworks Hl75 130 Projekl 8 Multi 
Frameworks FSI 150 Proiekl 83ii 7 
Frameworks FT2 285 Projekl C3 9 
Frameworks FT3 350 Projekl D3 12 
Frameworks HlOO 355 Projekl C3i 8 
Frameworlls H900 389 Projekl 85 10 
Frame.works H500/Hl75 404 Projokl C3iii I! 
Heybrook Stand-Si&nature 249 Projekl C3ii 10 
Impulse !so-plate 190 Projekl D3i 12 
JPW3Tier 80 Projekl C4 12 
JPW 5 Tier lOO Projekl C3iv 10 
Kudos Audio Corinthian 600 Projekl D3ii 14 
Unn K3000 85 Projekl C Mutti 9 
Mana Sound Frame 125 Projekl 04 16 
Mana Mini Table 150 Quadraspire Q.4S mini shelf 1 
Mena Power supply table 150 Quadraspire Q.4S she� 1 
Mana Reference flat top 150 Quadraspiro QKS Cabinet shelf 1 
Mana Sound ShaH 175 Quadraspire QAV shelf 
Mana Sound Base 175 Quadraspire Q.4M mini table 
Mena Sound Slap 200 Ouadraspire Q.4 table 
Mana Sound Table 235 Quadraspire QAV table 
Mana Rot Shell 325 Quadraspire Q.4SP Table 
Mana Reference Table 350 Quaclraspire QAVSP Table 
Mina 2 Tier Amp stand 375 Quadraspire QK Cabinet 
Mana 3 Tier Amp Stand 450 Rts0n DOMOPS 
Mana 4 Tier Amp Stand 500 RtsOn DOMOWS 
t.lana 5 Tier Amp Stand 600 Sound 011 Z022 
MIDI 6 Tier Amp Stand 700 Sound 011 Z021 
Missicm Harl< 298 Sound 011 Z030 
Optimum G2 69 Sound 011 Z060 
Optimum G2/Padestal 99 Sound Org Z038 
Optimum G4/Padestal 130 Sound 011 Z540 
Optimum OPT 3406 149 Sound 011 Z545 
Optimum GS/Padestal !50 Soond Org Z560 
Optimum OPT 4906 199 Sound 011 Z530 
Optimum OPT 6606 249 Soundstyle X300 
Optimum OPT 340 249 Soundstyle X305 
Optimum OPT 490 299 Soundstyte X053 
Optimum OPT 440 199 Soundstyle X050 
Optimum OPT 10206 199 Soundstyte X6300 
Optimum AV 300 319 Soondstyte XIOO 
Optimum OPT 700 349 Soundstyte X6110 
Optimum OPT 610 349 Soundstyte XOSB 
Optimum OPT 660 349 Soundstyle X310 
Optimum OPT 1020 399 Soundstyte XI05 
Optimum OPT 1190 450 Soundstyte X6053 
Projokl A3 145 Soundstyte X6100 
ProjektM 190 Soundstyte X6310 
ProjektAS 135 Soundstyte X6058 
Projokl 83 155 Soundstyle X6105 
ProjokiA6 180 Soundstyle Finewoods WlOS 
Projekl B3i 300 Stands Unique Isolation Platlorm 
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Slands Unique Sound Support 
Stands Unique Sound Tower 
Stands Unique Compact Sound 
Slands Unique Sound Support ID 
Slands Unique Sound Twr Cabinet 
Stands Unique Rei Wall Support 
Slands Unique Uttimate Tower 
Stands Unique Rei Floor Support 
Taf&Ot 85 
Townshend Seismic Sink I-CO 
Townshend Seismic Sink 1-30 
Townshend S/Sink Stand 1-4 
Townshend Seismic Sink 3-4 
Wilson Bonesch Standard Shelf 
Wilson Bonesch Mono Block 
Wilson 8enesch Kevlar Shelf 
Wllson Bonosch Asside Basic 
Wllson Bonosch Asside 
Wilson 8enesch Triptych 

Goodmans Active 75 
lnttraudio XllOOO 
Jamo Studio-SO 
Jamo SAT-90 
Jamo Comet 25 
Jamo 0-110 
Jamo SAT-110 
Jamo Studio-110 
Jamo Comet 35 
Jamo Artina 
Jamo D-115 
Jamo 28 
JBL TLX111 
JPW Mini Mon�or 
JPW MUIO 
JPW Gold Mon�or 
JPW ML210 
JPW ML310 
JPW ML410 
JVC SX-SCI V8K 
JVC SP-VSO 
JVC SP-X220T8K 
JVC SP-X5508K 

Mission 73li 
Mordaunt-Short VS-100 
Mordaunt-Short MSOSi 
NAD 801 
Pioneer CS-3030 
Polk AB410 
Realistic Minimus 26 
Realistic Minimus Pro-77 
Re.olver Beretta 
R Alien Minette 2 
Solid HCM2 
Sony SS-86£ 
Tanpnt Mon�or 3 

4 
5 
I 

10 
6 
5 

i 
i 
i 
!! 
i 

249 

289 
315 
315 
369 
550 
689 
799 
175 
llO 
400 
999 

1,250 
130 
265 
270 
590 
120 
990 

110 
ll9 

80 
70 
80 
80 
99 
65 

130 
10 
90 

lOO 
100 
110 
110 
110 
110 
110 
125 
110 
60 
70 
80 
80 
90 

100 
60 
80 

100 
130 

119 
130 

130 
lOO 
100 
lOO 
120 
lOO 

56 
100 
lOO 
119 
130 
100 

60 

r--
Tangent Monitor 5 g e: 80 
Tanpnt Monitor 1 .!. Ill 100 
Tannoy Mercury Ml .11 Ill 120 
TDL Nucleus I .!. Ill 60 
rue LS-xs Mk n i Ill 80 
Technics SB-CS55 B Ill 80 
Technics SB-CS15 B Ill 100 
Yisonik 5202 i Ill 119 
W'dale Valdus 100 B Ill 80 
W'dalo Diamond 7.1 B Ill lOO 
W'dale Valdus 200 i Ill llO 
W'dalo Modus Micro ; � llO 

Acous1ic Enoru AEIOO i Ill 100 
Allison Modal 4A .!. Ill 170 
B&W OM302 B Ill !50 
B&W CWMS :!1 Ill 170 
B&W OM601 .!_ Ill 199 
Boso 101 B � 190 
Boso 141 B Ill 200 
Boston CR6 .1! Ill 149 
Bos1on 325 :!1 Ill 149 
Bos1on Micro 80 Sat i Ill !69 
Boston Runabout l1 Ill 169 
Boston 335 :!1 Ill 179 
Boston 351 :!1 Ill 189 
Boston CR7 i Ill 199 
Boston Runabout 11 i Ill 200 
Celestion !Si i Ill 199 
Cerwin-Vega CT-165 !l Ill 200 
Donon SC-£313 B Ill 160 

Gale 2i8 i Ill 140 
Gale 4i !l Ill 140 
Gait 3s !! � !50 
GenmaGX650 !l Ill 140 
GU lma&io ICIOO i Ill 170 
Heybrook Prima !! Ill 159 
lnfin�SM65 i Ill 150 
lnfin� Reference li !! Ill 150 
Infinity Retorence lli i Ill 100 
lnteraudio XL2000 l1 Ill 100 
Jamo 38 g Ill 150 
Jamo 525 :!1 Ill 150 
J1mo 560 :!1 Ill 170 
Jamo 660 :!1 Ill 170 
Jamo Comet 65 !l Ill 170 
Jamo Studio 180 !l Ill 180 
Jamo 0165 !l Ill 100 
Jamo 68 g Ill 100 
J8L TLX121 i Ill 150 
JPWML510 B Ill 150 
JPW Ml610 g Ill 170 
JPW SS551 B Ill 100 

KEF Coda 8 .!_ Ill 189 
KEF 015 l! Ill 199 
KEF Modal 60S l! Ill 199 
Kenwood LS-200G .1. Ill 100 
KLH Model 21 .1. Ill 155 
KLH Modol 11 .1. Ill 155 
KLH Model 31 l! Ill 185 
Mission 73li Pro i Ill 140 
Mission 732i !! Ill 100 
Mordaunt-Short MS!Oi !! Ill 140 
Mordaunt-Short VS-200 R Ill !50 
Mordaunt-Short MS20i Pearl ll Ill 200 
Mordaunt-Short VS-300 !l Ill 200 
Mordaunt-Short MS20i R Ill 100 
Pioneer CS-5030 E Ill 170 
Polk M2 :!1 Ill 180 
Polk RT3 R Ill 200 
Polk A8610 :!1 Ill 100 
QUI Qubiclll l1 Ill 100 

Rega Kyte B Ill 198 
Re'IOiver Co� i Ill 139 
Revolter The 230 .!. Ill 169 
Revolver Purdey Mkll B Ill 199 
R Alien Minette 3 !l Ill 159 
R Alien Dim'n 5/1 Compact i Ill 179 
R Alien RA& .1. Ill 199 
RoprsGSI .1. Ill 179 
Royd AlX .1. Ill 155 
Sequence 200 :!1 Ill 199 
Solid Monitor i Ill 100 
Sony SS-126£8 B Ill !50 
Sony SS-116£ !l Ill 200 
Tangent Monitor 9 !l Ill !50 
Tanpnt Monitor 11 !l Ill 180 
Tannoy Mercury M2 B Ill 140 
mL RTLI .1. Ill 190 
mLHFM 1 E Ill 200 
Technics S8-CS95 B Ill 150 
Toclmics SB-M20 g Ill 200 
Vlsonik 6003 !I Ill 143 
Vlsonik 5001 .1. Ill 170 
W'dale Oiamond 7.2 l!: Ill 140 
W'dale Valdus 300 !I Ill !50 
W'dalo Modus Music Two .1. Ill 100 
w·dale Valdus 400 !l Ill 100 
W'dale Diamond 7.3 !l Ill 100 
lYPAl a I � !99 

koustic Eneru A£200 B L Ill 300 
-
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Alldio Gem Opal B. � 230 folk A85G5 :!1 � 220 Celestion 30i !J � 449 Mus Toe Harrier :1:1 l:l 400 

BlWCWM6i :!1 � 280 folk M3 11 :!1 � 220 Celestion 35i !J l:l 499 NAD 804 !J l:l 400 

B&W DM602 B. � 300 folk RT5 :!1 � 250 Cerwin-Vega VS-10 !J l:l 350 Neat Critique B � 385 

Bose 151 B. � 270 folk RT7 B. � 300 Clements 300si B. l:l 395 NHT Suporilne B. l:l 358 

Bose 161 i � 275 folk M5 :!1 � 300 Dali 104B :1:1 � 370 NHT Model 1.5 B. l:l 450 

Bose 201 B � 290 Promenade SP1 B. � 299 Dali Royal :1:1 � 500 Opera Ouetto B. l:l 395 

Boston 361 :!1 � 219 QLN Qubic 122 !J � 270 Def Tech Celsius B. � 395 Origin live OL-IAS B. l:l 399 

Boston CRB B � 239 Rega EL8 !J � 298 Epos ESI2 B. � 499 Origin Live Monarch B. � 399 

Boston 381 :!1 � 259 Revolver The 250 !J � 250 Faraday SG g � 345 Pontachord A B � 469 

Boston CR9 B � 279 R Alien Dimension Five I !J � 239 Faraday Siren B t:l 445 Pionaar S-LC2 !J � 450 

Boston Voyapr B � 299 R Alien RAB B. � 249 Gll lma&io ICI20 :1:1 � 400 Polk AB705 :!1 l:l 330 

astle ISIS B. � 250 R Alien RABM B. t:l 249 Gll lmagio ICI30 !J � 500 Polk RT8 !J � 400 

Celestion 23i � 299 R Alien Dimension Five 2 !J � 269 Heybrook Heylios g � 389 Polk RTIO !J l:l 500 

Corwin-VIp YS-8 £ � 250 Rogers db101 B. t:l 250 Heybrook Heylo ±I t:l 439 Polk AB805 :!1 � 500 

Cerwin-VIp CT-330 !J � 300 Roprs GS3 B � 279 . lnfini1y SMI05 B. � 350 Prof Monitor Co TB IS l:l 366 

Chario Syntlr 100 B. � 250 Royd The Envoy B. l:l 249 lnfini1y SMI15 !J � 400 Prof Monrtor Co TB ISM B. l:l 403 

Dali 1028 g � 260 Royd Minstrel :1:1 � 275 Infinity SMI25 !J � 500 Prof Monitor Co TB! B. � 410 

Dali 150 B. � 300 Sequence 300 :!1 � 249 Jamo Classic 6 !J � 330 Prof Monitor Co TB IM t:l 447 

araday FSI B. � 245 Solid HCMI B. � 250 tamo Comet 75 !J � 330 Prof Monrtor Co XBI t:l 499 

Gelo 58 !J � 220 Sony SS-116EB :1:1 t:l 250 Jamo BX-IOOA !J � 350 Promenade SP2 B � 399 

GU lmagio ICIIO !J � 260 Tannoy Mercury MJ :1:1 � 230 Jamo 98 !J t:l 350 Promenade SPJ :1:1 � 499 

GU lmagio ICI15 !J � 300 Tannoy Precision PlO B. t:l 300 Jamo 401A R t:l 350 QLN Qubic 166 :1:1 � 400 

Htybrook Optima !J t:l 259 TOL RTL 2 !J � 280 Jamo 0365 !J � 400 Rega ELA :1:1 � 498 

eybrook Heylette 'I t:l 269 Yisonik 1003 E. t:l 203 Jamo Cornet 95 !J � 400 Revolver The 260 :1:1 t:l 350 

Heybrook HBI £ t:l 269 Visonik SUB5 E. � 259 Jamo Classic 8 !J � 400 R Alien Dimension Five 3 :1:1 � 349 

lnfini1y SM85 R � 250 W'dale Modus Music Four £ � 230 Jamo Graphic g � 400 R Alien Dimension Five 4 :1:1 l:l 429 

lnteraudio XL3000 E. � 230 W'dale MFMI E. � 250 lamo 128 !J � 450 Roprs GS5 !J � 379 

lnteraudio XL4000 £ � 295 W'dale Yaldus 500 !J � 300 Jamo BX-150A !J � 450 R01ers GS6 !J l:l 429 

Jamo 892 :!1 � 220 Yamaha NSIOM E. � 300 Jamo Atmosphere :!1 � 480 Roaers GS8 :1:1 l:l 479 

Jamo Classic 4 B. � 250 zyp AIT � 219 Jamo 477A !J � 500 Roprs C&/20 � 499 

Jamo Art :!1 � 270 zyp A2S � 275 JBL LX& !J t:l 350 Royd The Squire :1:1 � 350 

lamo Deco Art :!1 � 280 zyp A2ST 295 JBL Tl.XI61 E. t:l 400 Royd Minstrel SE :1:1 t:l 399 

Jamo 0265 !J � 300 IBL PS8 E. � 500 Royd Doublet !J t:l 485 

Jamo 301A g t:l 300 Acoustic Energy AEI09 :1:1 l:l 350 JBL TWll !J l:l 500 Ruark I con � 359 

IBLLX2 E. l:l 250 Acoastic Enerzy AE209 :1:1 � 480 JM lab Micron E. � 395 Sequence 400 :!1 t:l 329 

Ill Tl.XI51 E. t:l 300 Acoustic Energy AEI20 !J � 500 IM lab Megane E. � 495 Solid Verticale R t:l 400 

JPW ML110 !J t:l 230 Allison Model 2A E. � 420 Ionian Watts IHFLG E. � 380 Spondor S2 E. t:l 399 

JPW MLBIO !J � 260 Audiolnnov Alto E. l:l 329 JPW SS553 !J � 400 Spendor 2020 B t:l 399 

JPW ML910 !J � 300 BlO Boovox CX50 g � 325 JPW MLIOIO !J t:l 400 Spondor SI B l:l 499 

JYC SX-SWIO i � 300 8&0 Boovox CXIOO � l:l 425 JPW Ruby I B e 400 Tannoy Precision P20 :1:1 � 400 

EF Coda 9 !J l:l 299 B&WCWM8i :!1 t:l 350 JPW Ruby 2 E. � 500 TDL RTL 3 !J l:l 400 

IIEF Model 70S B l:l 299 B&W DM305 :1:1 l:l 350 KEF Q35 :1:1 l:l 349 TOL Chiltern E. � 450 

RHI3A B t:l 205 B&W OS& :!1 � 400 IIEF Q55 :1:1 � 499 Technics SB-M300 B c 350 

nH 183A !J l:l 265 BlWCDM2 P. � 400 KEF ROM One P. � 499 Technics SB-M500 !J l:l 450 

:!1 l:l 276 B&W DM603 !J l:l 500 Keswick Aria 11 B l:l 379 Totem Mite R l:l 495 

i � 280 BlW Sianature 7 :!1 l:l 500 nu 283A :1:1 � 310 Triangle Titus TZe B c 379 

i � 290 Bandor Pictures :!1 � 352 IU.Ii 383A :1:1 � 335 Visonik TBIS B c 366 

B � 250 Blue Room Mini Pod E. l:l 400 KLH Model 51 !J � 375 W'dale Modus Music Six !J � 330 

i � 300 Boso 301 B � 380 KLH Model 11 !J � 420 W'dalo MFMJ !J 10: 350 

E. t:l 275 Boso 111 E. t:l 386 RH Modei 62T !J � 486 W'dale Modus Music Eight !J l:l 430 

i � 280 Bost A'mass AM3 11 E. l:l 500 Linn Sekrit :!1 � 395 W'dale MFM5 !J l:l 450 

:1:1 � 300 Boston Micro 90 Sat E. l:l 369 Mission 733i :1:1 � 330 W'dale Modus Music 1/6 500 

:1:1 t:l 300 Boston Micro 80 Sys :1:1 l:l 369 Mission 7511 E. l:l 348 

B � 280 Boston VR20 !J � 380 Mission 734i :1:1 e 499 Acoustic Energy AEI-11 E. t:l 795 

i � 238 Castle Tay E. � 350 M·A Monrtor 3 :1:1 � 400 Allison Model JA !! � 525 

i � 230 Castle Kendal :1:1 l:l 450 M-A Monitor 4 !J � 500 Audio Gem Emerald !J t:l 540 

!J � 280 Cestlo Eden E. � 470 Monlaunt-Short MS25i Pearl !J l:l 330 Audio Note AN-KID g l:l 620 

� 300 Celostion 25i !J � 399 Monlaunt-Short MS40i !J l:l 450 Audio Note AN-liB E. � 799 
8&0 Boolab 2500 t:l 750 
B&WCDMI B e 600 
B&W P4 !J c 675 
Bose 501 B � 700 
Bose SE-5 Ser 11 System !J � 760 
Boso A' mass AM5 11 l:l 800 
Boston VR30 !J t:l 600 
Boston Micro 90 Sys !J t:l 669 
Castle Severn 2 !J t:l 580 

CasUe Avon !J � 730 
Celestion 45i !J � 599 
Cenvin-Vega VS-12 !J t:l 550 
Cerwin-V.ga VS-15 !J � 700 
Chario Syntar lOOT :1:1 � 550 
Clements 600si :1:1 t:l 595 

Oali 101 :1:1 e 600 

Dali 350 !J l:l 600 
Dali 450 :1:1 t:l 700 
Oali 109 !J l:l 800 
Oof Tech BP6B :1:1 l:l 750 
Diapason Micra 11 t:l 695 

Epos ES14 e. � 675 

Faraday FSIO :1:1 t:l 795 
Harbeth BBC LSJ/5A B. l:l 699 
Harbeth Hl-PJES t:l 799 
Heybrook Ultima :1:1 t:l 649 
Heybrook Quartet B l:l 649 
Infinity SMI55 !J l:l 550 
Jamo BX-200A !J t:l 530 
Jamo Classic 10 :1:1 l:l 600 
Jamo 501A :1:1 � 700 

JBL l.X1 !J l:l 550 

JBL Tl.X181 !J e 600 

JBL L20 B t:l 700 

JBL PS12 !J c 750 
JM lab Profil 55 !J � 625 
JM lab Opal 59 ti !J � 750 
Jordan Watts JH200 B l:l 510 
Jordan Watts JH400 !! t:l 565 
JPW Ruby 3 !J l:l 800 
IIEF LS3/5a l:l 649 

IIEF ROM Two � 699 

IIEF 065 !J � 799 

Keswick Volante !J l:l 729 � 
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c 690 TDL T-Une 2 
Unn Tukln Passive c 550 TDL Cotswold 
lion Keilidh Passive c 750 TDL RTL 4 
llanticore Minaret c 690 TOL T-line 3 
Meridian A500 c 750 Totem Rokk 
IWS-85 c 700 Triangle Comete T2e 
Mission 1S2f c 578 Trianalo lunn 
Mission 73Si c 650 Triangle Zephyr 
Mission 7S31 c 798 W'daloMFM7 
11-A Studio 2SE c 600 
M-A 700 PMC g c 600 Acoustic Energy AE2-II 
M-A 702PMC R c 700 Acoustic Solutions Eight g 
M-A 703PIIC ±I c 800 Alon 1 Mk 11 ±I 
Morda unt-Short MSSOi ±I c 550 Ambience Mod. 4.0 a 
Mas Tee Falcon ±I c 575 Apertura Prima ±I 
Naim lntro ±I c 660 Apertura Agora g 
Heat Mystique ±I c 575 Apertura Nova ±I 
Neat Petite 11 � c 745 ATCSCM10 B. 
Opera Seconda B. c 595 Audio Note AN-J/D H 
Opera Operetta 11 B. c 770 Audio Note AN-IVSPx B. 
Opera Platea ±I c 795 Audio Note AN-E/B ±I 
Ori&in Live Resolution g c 732 Audio Note AN-J/SPx B. 
Ori&in Live Victory ±I c 750 Audio Physic Step E 

Pentachord B B. c 519 AYI Positron ±I 
Pentachord Pentode ±I c 719 111.0 Beolab 4000 ±I 
Polk RT12 !l c 600 BJ.W PS ±I 
Polk RTI6 ±I c 799 BJ.W DM604 !l 
Polk lS50 ±I c 800 BJ.W P6 ±I 
Proac Tabtotte 50 B. c 599 B&W Matrix 805 V g 
Proac Studio 100 B. c 699 Bandor Trident B. 
Promenade SP4 ±I c 650 Bandor Mora ±I 
QLN Classic Ono g c 800 Bandor Bandora ±I 
Quad 10l B. c 600 Bose A'mass AM7 B. 
lloprs GS9 ±I c 579 Bose 701 � 
Rogers LS315A g !;] 699 Boston VR40 ±I 
lloprs C6/25 ±I c 799 Castle Harlech ±I 
Roksan ROKone 1 g c 595 Castle Howard S2 !l 
Roksan Ojan 3 !l c 795 Celestion AI � 
Royd The Sorcerer B. c 595 Colestion A2 ±I 
Royd Abbot ±I c 695 Corwln-Vep AL -1000 ±I 
Ruark Templar 11 ±I c 599 Corwln-Vep 1SIS ±I 
Ruark Sceptre .a c 599 Chario Academy 1 B. 
Ruark Talisman 11 ±I c 749 Cletnonts Reference 1 E 
Ruark Prologue One ±I c 799 Dali 850 ±I 
SO Acoustics SD3R !! c 649 Dol Tech BPSB ±I 
Sitverado Raider !I c 695 Dol Ttch BP10B ±I 
Sonus Faber Concerti no B c 599 Diapason Prelude 11 B. 
Spend or 1030 ±I c 599 Dynaudio Contour 1.1 E 
Spendor LS315A B. c 630 Dynaudio Contour 1.3 E 
Spendor SP3/1P g c 795 Electrocompaniet EC-Qube B. 
T+A TB 100 ±I c 690 Electrocompaniet EC-Qube SE B. 
Tannoy Precision P30 ±I c 600 Epos ES22 !l 
Tannoy Definition 0100 B. c 689 Narbeth HL-K6 B. 
Tannoy Precision P40 ±I c BOO Harbeth HL-Compact 7 
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Rega XEL ±I c 1,040 
RMS Revelation S 1 ±I c 1.299 
Rogers C6/28 ±I c 1,399 
Roksan Ojan 3X ±I c 995 
Roye Tho Albion R c 985 
Ruark Broadsword 11 i c 899 
Ruark Paladin ±I c 1,099 
Shahinian Super Elf g c 875 
Shahinian Compass ±I c 1,395 
Silvoracro Ryder ±I c 1,395 
Sonus Faber Minuetto a c 898 
Sonus Faber ConcertG a c 1.098 
Spendor 2040 ±I c 899 
Spendor SP2/3E a c 1,050 
Spendor SPI/2E a c 1,390 
T +A TAS 1200E ±I c 990 
T+A TB 120 ±I c 990 
Tannoy Definition 0300 ±I c 999 
TDL Cheviot ±I c 850 
Technics SB-M1000 ±I c 1,500 
Totem Model One B c 1,195 
Triangle Antal ±I c 1,099 
Vandersteen 2Ce ±I c 1.395 
Yisonik LBI 935 

Acoustic EnertY AEl Si& a c 1,695 
Acoustic EnortY AE2 Sig .1. c 2,695 
Alon 11 Mk 11 ±I c 2,300 
Ambience Mod 3.2 a c 1.780 
Apertura Tanagra ±I c 1,895 
Apertura Tanagra Sig. ±I c 2,395 
ATC SCM20 g c 1,599 
ATC SCM20 Tower ±I c 2,099 
Audio Note AN-E/D g c 1,520 
Audio Note AN-E/SPx .1. c 2,250 
Audio Physic Spark 2 H c 1.749 
Audio Physic Tempo ±I c 1.999 
Avalon Monitor .1. c 2,995 
B&O Beolab 6000 ±I c 1,550 
111.0 Beolab 8000 ±I c 2,100 
111.0 Beolab Penta 3 ±I c 2,650 
B&W Matrix 804 ±I c 1,695 
B&W Matrix 803s2 ±I c 2,495 
BI.W Matrix 802s3 ±I c 2,995 
Bose 901 VI B c 1,650 
Boston lynfield 300l a c 2,000 
Bravura Virtuoso Bronze ±I [lJ 2,995 
Carver Al-lllP ±I 0 1,999 

Harbeth BBC LSS/12A c 1,499 Cary SP-301 ±I c 2,295 

Heybrook Sextet ±I c 1,299 Colestion A3 ±I c 1,399 

Impulse Kora ±I [lJ 1.150 Colestion Kingston ±I c 1,500 

Jamo 101i ±I c 900 Chord LSS/12A !! c 1,595 

Jamo Concert 8 ±I c 1.300 Chord CEL 201 !! c 1,130 

J8ll40 £ c 1,000 Chord CEL 202 ±I c 1,375 
JBL PSIS ±I c 1,000 Chord CEL 30 1 ±I c 1,840 
JBL LSO ±I c 1,250 Clomonts Reference 1 ±I c 1,995 

J8l l90 R c 1,500 Credo SPB 003 ±I c 1,810 
JM Lab Profil11 ±I c 1,050 Credo SPB 009 ±I c 1,453 

c 1,095 JM Lab P.S S.l !! c 1.150 Dali Grand Coupe ±I c 1,500 

c 1,200 JM Lab Spectra1909.1 ±I c 1,375 Dol Tech BP2002 ±I c 1,400 

c 1,500 Jordan Watts JHJ +I ±I c 995 Diapason Adamantes 11 g c 1,895 

c 1,185 JPW Ruby 4 ±I c 1,000 Dynaudio Contour 1.8 ±I c 1,841 

c 910 KEF Q7S ±I c 999 Dynaudio Crafft !! c 1,598 

c 1,095 KEF Ref. Model One ±I c 1,199 ECA Servo A.2 ±I c 1,450 

c 1,195 Kolly KT3 ±I c 1,100 ELS Res'ch Vision ±I 0 1,800 

c 999 Keswick Torino !l c 999 Epos ES25 ±I c 1.655 

c 930 Koswick Figaro Evolution E c 1,099 Epos ES30 ±I c 1,385 

c 1,060 Koswick Milano ±I c 1,199 Gamma Epoch Rei Five ±I c 1,999 

c 1.199 Koswick lopto ±I c 1,199 Harbeth HL-S8 ±I c 1,999 

c 1,415 Koswick Amber ±I c 1,499 Helius Syrius 11 ±I c 1,395 

c 1,299 Unn Tukan Aktiv B c 1,050 Helius Syrius I ±I c 1,850 

c 899 Unn Koilidh Aktiv ±I c 1,150 Hi Q Sound SM108 ±I c 1,000 

c 1,100 L Voice Auditorium !l [lJ 1,300 Hornint Aristophano ±I [lJ 1,600 

c 875 Lowther Accolade 2 ±I [lJ 1,199 Impulse Lali ±I [lJ 1,850 

c 1,000 lumley IJM3.5 ±I c 1,050 Jamo Concert 11 ±I c 2,000 

c 1,095 M1111tplanar SMG-C SE !l 0 990 JBL l100 ±I c 1,750 

c 1,095 Megneplanar MG-0,6 SE ±I 0 1,370 JM Lab Spectral 913.1 ±I c 1,850 

c 846 Meridian Argent 1 c 995 JM Lab Antea ±I c 2,850 

c 1,260 M&K S-12S c 1,150 Jordan Watts JH2K ±I c 1,820 

c 1,340 Mission 7541 ±I c 1,198 KEF Ref. Model Two ±I c 1,599 

c 900 M-A Studio 12 ±I c 1.000 llfF Ref. Model Three ±I c 1,999 

c 1,000 M-A 70SPMC ±I c 1,400 Linn Kaber Passive ±I c 2,000 

c 1,000 Mordaunt-Short Perf 820 ±I c 1,495 Unn Kaber Aktiv ±I c 1,640 

c 880 Mus Tee Condor ±I c 845 Lewthor Fidelio ±I [lJ 1.999 

c 1,100 Mus Tee Hawk ±I c 1.150 Lewther Academy ±I [lJ 1,399 

c 899 Mus Tee Eagle !l "' 1,500 Lewther Bel Canto ±I [lJ 2,699 

c 1,499 Naim Credo ±I c 1,060 lumloy IJM2 Mk3 !l c 2,995 

c 1,100 NHT VT-1.2 ±I c 999 Magnoplanar MG-10 SE ±I 0 1,650 

c 1,300 Opera Catlas 11 c 950 111111optanar MG-1,S SE ±I 0 1.780 

c 1,300 Opera Torza ±I c 999 M1111oplanar MG-2,7 SE ±I 0 2,650 

c 995 Opera Callas Gold .a c 1,050 Manticore Matisse ±I c 1,890 

c 1.100 Opera Divina 11 .a c 1,500 Martin-Logan Aerius i ±I 0 1,199 

c 1,000 Ori&in live Soveriegn ±I c 975 Meridian M60 .a "' 1,150 

c 1.500 Polk LS70 !l c 1,100 M-A Studio 20SE !l c 2,100 

c 875 Polk RT20p ±I c 1,500 Mordaunt-Short Perf 860 !l c 1,895 

c 879 Proat Tablette 50 SIG c 899 Mordaunt-Short Perf 880 ±I c 2,795 

c 1,198 Proac Response 1 SC B. c 1,199 Naim SBL Active ±I c 1,830 

c 1,195 Proac Studio 150 ±I c 1,399 Naim SBL Passive ±I c 1.970 

c 1.495 Prof Monitor Co LB1 c 935 Neolijh NEO 1 .a c 2,999 

c 1,185 Prol Monitor Co AB! c 1,496 NHT VT-2 ±I c 1,600 

c 1.049 QLN Signature £ c 1,000 Opera Caruso 11 ±I c 1,350 

"' 1,499 QLN Signature HDtl B. c 1,300 Origin live Conqueror ±I c L650 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 



Plrqon Jubilee .tl lil 1,995 Bandor Bandora/Mora .tl lil 3,190 Quad ESL63 .tl 0 3,450 KEF Model AY! 
Plolachord P'column .tl lil 1,649 Boston lynfield 500l .tl lil 4,449 Rehdeilo Rli25 i lil 3,100 Kenwood SW500 

Polk LS90 .tl lil 1,700 Bravura Virtuoso Silver .tl [Jl 3,195 Rehdeilo Rl145 i lil 4,800 Keswick Alto 

Posseh Albatross .tl [Jl 1,500 Bravura Virtuoso Gold .tl [Jl 3,395 Rehdeko Rll75 .tl lil 8,800 llH ASWI0-100 
Proac Response 2S B lil 2,000 Bravura Virtuoso Reference .tl [Jl 3,995 Revel Gem g lil 5,295 llH ASW12-120 
Proac Studio 250 .tl lil 1,149 Bravura Accelerando .tl [Jl 6,600 Rockport Syzygy :1:1 lil 15,000 Unn AV5150 
Proac Response 2.5 .tl lil 1,700 Chario Academy 3 Junior :1:1 lil 6,000 Rockport Procyon :1:1 lil 32,500 l Voice RW24 

Prof Monrtor Co IBIS g lil 1,099 Chario Academy 3 :1:1 lil 9,000 Shahinian Hawk :1:1 lil 4,995 Meridian M2500 

QLN Prestige :1:1 lil 1,600 Credo SPB 012 .tl lil 3,147 Shahinian Diapason :1:1 lil 8,895 M&lYX-7Mkll 
QLN Si£ Splitfield � lil 1,600 Credo SOL 001 :1:1 5,677 Shun Mook Bella Voce :1:1 lil 6,800 M&KY-75 MKII 

QLN Reference .tl lil 1,000 Deli Grand .tl 4,000 Sonus Faber Electa Amator .e lil 3,293 M&l V-125 
QLN Reference HDII .tl lil 1,500 Del Tech BP2000 .tl 3,600 Sonus Faber Extrema i lil 6,500 M&K V-125 (THX) 

Rehdeko Rlll5 !! lil 1.700 Dynaudio Contour 2.8 .tl 3,198 Sound-lab Dynastat :1:1 0 3,790 MU MX-70 

Roprs lS5/9 B. lil 1,549 Dynaudio Contour 3.3 .tl 4,815 Sound-lab Aura .tl 0 6,490 M&l MX-150 (THX) 

Ruar1< Crusader 11 .tl lil 1,599 Dynaudio Confidence 3 .tl 4,846 Sound-lab Pristine Ill+ :1:1 0 7,990 M&K MX-200 

Ruar1< Equinox B. lil 1,849 Dynaudio Confidence 5 .tl 5,914 Sound-Lab A-3 :1:1 0 11,990 M&l MX-300 

Ruar1< Accolade .tl lil 1,699 Dynaudio Consequence .tl 14,566 Sound-lab Uhimate 11 :1:1 0 13,950 M&l MX-5000 (THX) 

SO Acoustics SOS .tl lil 1,549 EJectrofluidics Sonolith 2.2D .tl 5,999 Sound-Lab A-I :1:1 0 13,990 Mission 73AS 

SD Acoustics SOlE .tl lil 2,995 ELS Res'ch Vista .tl 3,900 Sound-Lab Uhimate Ill :1:1 0 18,950 Mission 75AS 

Shah�nian Arc .tl lil 1,875 ELS Res'ch Illusion Mkll .tl 0 9,000 Sound-lab Uhimate I :1:1 0 13,950 Mordaunt-Short T2000 

Shahinian Obelisk .tl lil 1,695 Fase Evoluzione Aria g lil 3,100 Spendor SP9/l :1:1 lil 3,450 Mus Tee Sub 

Silverado Silverado I � lil 1,995 Genesis 400 .tl lil 4,000 T+A A04 :1:1 lil 3,940 Muse Model 22 

Sonus Faber Minima Amator !! lil 1,566 Genesis V .tl lil 15,000 T+A A03 .tl lil 4,660 Muse Model IS 

Sound-lab Quantum .tl 0 1,150 Genesis 300 :1:1 lil 27,500 T+A AD2 :1:1 lil 8,590 Neat Gravitas 

Spendor SP7 11 .tl lil 1,990 Homi111 Apt!lon .tl [Jl 3,555 Tannoy Edinburgh TW :1:1 [Jl 3,250 NHT SW2Pi 

Spendor SPIOO .tl lil 1,099 Impulse Ta'us :1:1 [Jl 3,100 Tannoy Definrtion 0900 .tl lil 3,999 Polk PSW50 

T+A TB 14D .tl lil 1,680 Infinity Sizma .tl lil 5,995 Tannoy GRF Memorj TW lil 4,000 Polk PSW150 

annoy Definition 0500 .tl lil 1,999 Infinity Epsilon .tl lil 9,995 Tannoy Westminster TW [Jl 6,600 Polk PSW300 

Tannoy Stirtin& TW .tl lil 2,200 Jomo Oriel .tl lil 7,000 Tannoy Canterbul'/ 15 TW [Jl 7,720 REL Q50 

Tannoy Definition 0700 .tl lil 2,500 JBL S2600 .tl lil 3,500 Tannoy Westminster Royal [Jl 14,910 REL Q-!OOE 

mL Studio Monrtor-m .tl lil 1,750 Ill S3100 .tl lil 4,000 TOl Rei Standard-m lil 6,000 REL Strata 11 

Totem Mann-2 B. lil 2,795 JM Lab Alcor .tl lil 4,995 Trianate Nemo Ahiar lil 4,250 REL Stonn 

Trtanate lays .tl lil 1,750 JM lab Utopia .tl lil 16,000 Wllson Audio Cub lil 5,495 REL Stadium 11 

Trianate Altinis .tl lil 1,150 JM lab Grande Utopia .tl lil 33,000 Wllson Audio WATT 5 lil 8,750 REL Stentor 11 

Trianate Extan .tl lil 1,950 Jordan Watts JH5K .tl lil 3,950 Wilson Audio WilT lil 8,888 REL Studio 11 

Wilson Banesch Stand-in 2,000 Jordan Watts JH!Ol .tl lil 7,570 Wilson Banesch Actor lil Revel Sub-15 

KEF Ref. Model Four .tl lil 3,299 Wilson Benesch ACT! spkr lil Revolver The Recoil 

Acoustic Energy AE5 .tl lil 7,995 Koswick Zero 2 .tl lil 7,000 R Alien Gold Sub 

Alon IV Mk 11 :1:1 lil 3,495 linn Kehik Aktiv .tl lil 6,000 R Alien Dim'n Active 

Alon Lotus SE :1:1 lil 3,495 l Voice Air Scout .tl [Jl 9.500 R Alien Maanum Active 

Alon V Mk lll :1:1 lil 4,995 l Voice Air Partner S :1:1 [Jl 7,100 Roprs ABI 

Alon Adriana B. lil 8,500 l.owtller Delphic .tl [Jl 3,099 Roaers Sub-bass 

Alon Circe .tl lil 9,995 lowthor Opus One .tl [Jl 4,999 Roksan Djan 3S 

Alon Phalanx .tl lil 9,000 Lumloy liM 2 Sig. Mk3 .tl lil 4,500 Sequence FW120 

Ambience Mod 5.0 .tl lil 9,550 M�&��eplanar MG-3.5SE .tl 0 3,800 Solid PBIOO 

Apertura Athena .tl c 4,395 M�&��eplanar MG-20 SE P .tl 0 10,300 Sony SA-WIOI 

Apertura Atiante .tl lil 6,995 Moaneplanar MG-20 SE A il 0 11,000 Sunfire True Sub 

ATC SCM20A s. lil 3,049 Mortin-l.ogan Sl3 :1:1 0 3,499 Tannoy 625ALFie 

ATC SCM50 .tl lil 3,750 Martin-logan CLS llz .tl 0 4,555 TDL Nucleus SBR 

ATC SCMIOO .tl lil 4,499 M1rtin-l.ogan Re-Quest .tl 0 5,875 Trian&le SATIII 650 
ATC SCM50A .tl lil 5,150 Martin-Logan Monolith S .tl 0 7,440 Velodyne VA-68XII 399 
ATC SCM!OOA .tl lil 5,999 Martin-logan Monolith IIIP .tl 0 8,550 Yelodyne VA-79XII 499 
ATC SCM200A .tl c 12,999 Martin-Lopn Monomh IIIXPB .tl 0 11,900 Yelodyne VA-BIOXII 599 
ATC SCM300A .tl lil 14,999 Meridian DSPSOOO .tl lil 3,295 Yelodyno VA-1012XII 700 
Audio Note AN-JSE Silver .9. lil 7,900 Meridian DSP5500 .tl lil 5,950 Velodyne VA-1215XII 999 
Audio Note AN-ESE Silver B. lil 9,600 Meridian OSP6000 .tl lil 9,400 Yelodyne FSR-12 1,099 
Audio Physic Virgo 2 .tl lil 3,399 M-A Studio 50 .tl lil 4,000 Yelodyne FSR-15 1,199 

Audio Physic Avanti 2 .tl lil 6,699 M-A Studio 60 .tl lil 6,000 Velodyne F-180011 1,999 
Audio Physic Caldera .tl lil 10,599 Maim DBL Active :1:1 lil 7,414 W'dale Modus Sub Bass 180 

Audio Physic Medea .tl lil 24,999 Noolith NEO 2 B lil 3,499 W'dale Modus Powered Sub 350 

Avalon Avatar .tl lil 4,495 Neolith NEO 3 .tl lil 4,999 Wilson Audio Puppy 5.1 8,450 

Avalon Arcus .tl lil 6,000 NHT Model 3.3 .tl lil 3,500 Wilson Audio Whow Ill 11,500 

Avalon Eclipse .tl lil 6,495 Plrapn Regent .tl lil 3,490 Yamaha YST-SW4D 140 

Avalon Radian .tl lil 10.995 Proac Response 3.5 .tl lil 4,250 Yamaha YST-SWBO 180 

Avalon Osiris .tl lil 71,000 Proac Response 5 .tl c 9,000 Yamaha YST-SW150 180 

B&W Matrix 801s3 .tl c 3.995 Proac Response 4 :1:1 lil 2,000 Yamaha YST-SWJOO 350 

B&W Silver Sianaturo B lil 5,500 Prof Mon�or Co MBIP B lil 4,370 
Alon Poseidon 

B&W Nautilus .tl lil 5,000 Prof Monitor Co 885 A g lil 6,688 
AMC Bl-20 

Bandor Bandoline .tl lil 3,190 QLN Artec 1600 .tl lil 5,000 
ATC SCM 0.1/15 
Audio Physic Terra 
B&W AS& 
B&W Matrix 800ASW 
B&W Matrix 800ASW 
Boston CR400 
Boston VR500 
Boston YR2000 
Celestion CS135 
Celestion CSW Mkll 
Celestion Sli 
Celwin-Vep HHOD 
Cerwin-Vep HT-120 

Credo SDC 001 
GLL LE Bass 
11/1( Citation 7.4 
Infinity SSW-10 
Jamo 860SW 
Jamo SW303E 0 Air Tangent IC 3.333 

Jamo SW400E 0 Air Tanaont lOB 7,777 

Jamo SW505E 0 Air Tangent Ref. Sig. 11,000 

Jarno Sub Ono 0 Audio Note AN-ARM 1 ® 169 

Jamo SW600e 0 Audio Note AN-Os ® 795 

JBL CM6 0 Audio Note AN-Is ® 995 

JBL PSWBOO 0 Audiomeca Sl5 # 1,500 

JBL Sub 10 0 Ctearaudio TQ-l lmproved # 1,950 

JBL PSWIOOO 0 Dynavector 507 ® 1,995 

JBL PSW1200 0 Graham 1.5 Basic ® 1,695 

JPW Subwoofer Graham Mk 2.0 ® 1,650 

JPW SW4D 0 Helius Orion 4 Copper ® 549 

JPW SW60 0 Holius Cyalene 2 ® 1,495 

JPW SW-!20 0 Kuzma Stogi ® 750 

KEF Model 208 0 Kuzma StogJ Reference 1.250 � 
KEF Model JOB 0 linn Akito ® 500 
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1,500 
Manticore Musician 11 ® 595 
Manticoro Magician 11 ® 895 
Manticore Magician 12 ® 995 
MothMkl ® 109 
Moth MKIII Stainless ® 146 
Moth Mk Ill Tungsten ® 174 
Moth Moth 900 ® 598 
Naim ARO ® 1,040 
N'ham Space ® 450 
N'ham Paragon 3 # 550 
N'ham Paragon 2 # 800 
N'ham Mentor ® 800 
N'ham Foot ® 1,100 
N'ham Paragon 1 # 1,600 
Raga RB250 ® 109 
Raga RB300 ® 174 
Raga RB900 ® 598 
Rockport Series 7000 # 6,000 
Roksan Tabriz ® 320 
Roksan Tabriz Zi ® 420 
Roksan Artemiz ® 895 
SME 3009 Ser ll lmp ® 309 
SME 3009 S2 Ser ll lmp ® 338 
SME Series 11 3009-R ® 514 
SME Series 11 3010-R ® 526 
SME Series 11 3012-R ® 565 

309 ® 689 
310 ® 
312 ® 
Series IV ® 
Series V 

AMCT7 

Arcam Alpha 7 
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Arcam Alpha B 

Arcam Delta 280 
Audiolab 8000T 
Aura TU80 
AVI S2000MT 
AVI S2000MT2 
Cal'ler TX-8R 
Creek T43 
Day Sequerra FM Ref 
Day Sequerra S B'dcast M on 
Denon TU-260L 
Danon TU-215RD 
Denon TU-425RD 
HJI( TU930 
H/11, TU950 
Konwood KT-2080 
Konwood KT-3080 
linn Kudos 
linn l<remlin 
Magnum Dynalab FTll 
Magnum Dynalab FT-lOlA 
Magnum Dynalab Etude 
Magnum Dynalab 108 
Marantz ST-57 
Marantz ST-65 
Marantz ST-17 
Meridian 504 
Michi RHT-10 
Micromaga Minium FM Mk2 
Micromega Tuner 
Mission Cyrus FM7 
Musical Fidelity E50 
HAD 412 
HAD 414RDS 
HAD 710 
HAD 712 
Naim NAT03 
Naim NAT02 
Naim NATO! 
Onkyo T 4210RDS 
Onkyo T 409 
Onkyo T 411RDS 
Pioneer F-204RDS 
Pioneer F-504RDS 
Pioneer F-504RDS Precision 
Quad 77FM 
Raga Radio 
Roksan Caspian 
Rote! RT-935AX 
Rote! RT-990BX 
Sony ST-SE200 
Sony ST-SE300 
Sony ST-SESOO 
Sony ST-SE700 
Sony ST-SA3ES 
T +A Tl200R 
TEAC T·R400 
TEAC T-H500 
TEAC TB-X!O 
Tochmcs ST-GTJSOL 
Technics ST-GT550L 
Technics ST-GT650L 
Thorens TRT-2000 
Yamaha TX-480L 

P24 
P20 
P3� 
P30 
PI6 
P99 RDS 
P20 
P68 

P20 
P40 RDS 
P40 RDS 
P30 
P3Q RDS 
P20 RDS 
P30 RDS 
P50 
P80 

P59 RDS 
P59 RDS 
P60 RDS 
P30 
P16 
P39 
P39 
P2� 
P2Q 
P24 
P30 RDS 
P24 
P24 

P30 RDS 
P30 
P30 RDS 
P30 RDS 
P40 RDS 
P40 RDS 
P25 RDS 
P24 
P50 
P20 
P16 
P30 
P30 RDS 
P30 RDS 
P30 RDS 
P30 RDS 

RDS 
P20 
P30 RDS 
P20 RDS 
P3Q 
P39 RDS 
P39 RDS 
P59 RDS 
P40 

350 
599 
799 
469 
399 

5,937 
14,640 

120 
!50 
200 
!50 
200 
130 
180 
775 

2,600 
550 
825 

1,250 
4,500 

150 
200 
600 
695 
895 
329 
750 
400 
300 
190 
250 
270 
330 
595 

1,080 
1.730 

180 
230 
260 
140 
250 
300 
700 
229 
495 
160 
500 
100 
120 
140 
180 
250 
745 
120 
170 
400 
!50 
200 
250 
499 
100 

995 
1,995 
1,895 
3,500 
2,750 

Basis Ovation 11 4,800 
Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 7,200 
Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9,250 
Chantry QT Level 2 01 705 
Cloaraudio Evolution 01 • 1,790 
Clearaudio Relerance 3,990 
DNM-Rason Rota 1 01 • 3,900 
DNM-Reson Rota 2 01 • 5,600 

01 695 
1.950 
3,750 
1,100 
1,750 

595 
895 

Manticore Magister 4,400 
Marantz TT-1000 6,000 
Michell Gyrodek 825 
Michell Orbe 1,950 
N'ham Spacadack 750 
N'ham Graphic 1,200 
N'ham HyperSpacedeck 1,500 
N'ham Mentor 2,600 
N'ham Anna Log 5,500 
Oracle Paris 1,100 
Oracle Delphi 3,370 
Oracle Delphi 15th Anniv 3,800 
Pink Triangle Tarantella 575 
Pro-Ject 6/Sumiko 01 • 850 
Raga Planar 9 01 • 1,598 
Rason RS!M 01 • 600 
Reson Rota 1 01 • 3,900 
Rockport Capella 11 7,000 
Rockport Sirius Ill 01 50,000 
Roksan Xerxes 10 1.295 
Roksan TMS 2,750 
SME Model 20/2 3,403 
SME Model 20/2A 01 4,863 
SME Model 30/2 0,675 
SME Modei30/2A 01 2,135 
Stratosphere STl 6,500 
Technics SL-1200LTD 01 700 
Thorons TD-146 VI TP50 01 550 
Thorens TD-2001 TP90 01 700 
Thorens TD-520 SME 1,050 
Well Tempered Record Player 01 1 ,850 
Well Tempered Classic 01 2,980 
Well Tempered Super 01 3,900 
Well Tampered Reference 01 5,300 
Wilson Benesch Circle 795 
Wilson Benesch WB Turntable 1,775 
Wilson Benesch Full Circle 01 • 1,995 

Audio Note AN-TT 1 

Remember Dual CS435-l 
Dual CS455 
Dual 505-4 UK 

that all entries Eclipse TT430 
Gonma Lab-710 
Generu Lab-810 
Konwood KD-492F printed in RED Micholl Mycro 
Moth Alamo 01 
Moth Kanoot Mkl Arm 01 

refer to hi-li Moth Kanoot MkJ Arm 01 
NAD 533 01 • 
N'ham Interspace 

products Pioneer PL-J2500-C 01 • 
Pioneer PL-990 01 • 
Pro-loci 0.5/DM!O 01 • 
Pro-Joct 1/510 01 • that we have Pro-Ject 2/520 01 • 

Pro-Ject 6/MC15 01 • 
Rega Planar 78 01 

reviewed. Rega Planar 2 01 
Raga Planar 3 01 
Roksan Radius 

Turn to page Sherwood PM8550 01 • 130 
Sony PS-Ul50H 01 • 90 
Sony PS-LX300H 01 • 150 
Systemdek 1/920 136 

130 for a full Systemdek 111(1900 01 230 
Systemdek 1/920/Moth 01 235 
Systemdek IIXE/900Ap 388 
Systemdek 960 500 summary Systemdek 2X2 500 
Technics SL-Jl!OD • 

of test results! Technics SL-BD20 • 
Technics SL -BD22 • 
Technics SL-1210Mkll 
Technics Sl-1200Mkll 
Thorens TD-180 AT91 
Thorens TD-280 IV/UK 
Thorens TD-166 VI/UK/RB 
Thorens TD-318 Ill TP50 
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THE DIRECTORY \ 

T 

he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, processing the outputs 

from the various music sources as necessary and then driving 

the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are 

integrated into a single box at the low-to-middle price p;Jints, but become 

separated into preamps and p;Jwer amplifiers. Even separate p;Jwer 

supplies become increasingly mrnmon as one moves upmar1<et. 

Bear in mind that output p;JWer and sound quality are not necessarily 

related. Some of the finest amplifiers available have outputs as low as 

12 Watts, but team them with high-efficiency loudspeakers and you can 

achieve loudness aplenty. 

Power output is equally no indication of sound quality. 

� Bestbuy � Recommended 

UNE INPUTS, Amount ci input socf<els for non-vinyl soortes such 

as CD playe<s, Ill""' aoo cassette decks. 
MC PIIOHO INPUT, n an amp has a vinyl phono input for 
movi'l! coil (low output) cartridges. 

POWER OUlPIIT (W), lab lesl81- ruljlJt m v.lltlsl"fcham!l 
RECEIVER n an amp has a bui� in rad� bmoc 

information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original 

review appeared. MM �INPUT, n an amp has a vinyl phooo input for movi'€ 

map! (normal output) �-
R£MOTE COHlROI., n amp is oouch potato ready. 
HEADPIIOHE SOCIIEI n an amp is can friend�. 

fACISBACI( NUMBER, The Factsback ret.-eoce for ordering a lax 
copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsbacf< 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
Product Price(£) Comments � � � � � � � � � 

Alchemist Maxim 
Alchemist Nemesis 

4 AMC 3025a 
4 AMC 3050a 

AMC CYT3030a 
Arcam Alpha 7 
Arcam Alpha 8 

4 Arcam Alpha 9 
4 Audio Innovations Alto 

Audio Note Ongaku 

4 Audio Note Oto SE 
4 Audiolab 8000A 
4 Audiolab SOOOS 

Aura VAlOO 11 
4 Cambridge Audio A3i 
4 Copland CSA8 
4 Copland CSA14 

Creek 4330 

4 Denon PMA-250SE 
4 Denon PMA-350SE 

Denon PMA-425R 
Denon PMA-725R, 

4 Densen Beat 8-100 
DPA Renaissance 
EMF Audio Sequel 
Exposure XX Super 

Gamma Acoustics Gemini 

4 Harman/Kardon HK610 
4 Harman/Kardon HK620 

Harman/Kardon HK640 

lolida 202 
JVC AX-V4 
JVC AX-R5 

4 Kenwood KA-3020SE 
Kenwood KA-5090R 
Krell Digital KAV-300i 

319 Vivid and colourful sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy e 30 1737 154 
700 Good if ultimately undistinguished amplifier whose strengths include warmth, authority and distinctive aesthetics 80 168 
130 Surprisingly potent and easy on the ear, if not especially analytical. Classic bargain basement material in fact. e e 30 171 
170 Tremendous value for money, and a full, big, if rather uninformative sound e e 45 167 
400 Beer-budget valve amp, with quintessentially valve-like virtues (euphony with dynamics) and vices (system dependency, noise) e e 30 168 

500 Not quite as much a star as the Alpha 9/9P combo, the solo integrated is nevertheless colourful and explicitly detailed e 70 168 
300 Probably because of a lack of deep bass, this stylish amp sounds open, natural and relaxed 35 1540 138 

56,000 A single-ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world 26 C91 
1,200 Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power 24 126 
550 The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature-sounding amp e e e 60 1581 140 
750 Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab's best yet' e e 60 1740 !54 
350 Big and smooth, yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar e e 70 1541 138 
200 Maximum information design, with plenty of usable and reasonably refined power. A snip e 60 167 
945 Sophisticated yet transparent, this is one of those amplifiers that sounds good even when the gloss has worn off 60 168 

1,199 Great sound and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables • 60 1416 148 
279 Compact, even pretty, but sounds dark and uninviting, with coarse treble and woompy bass 40 171 
160 This amp can sound rough when extended, but within its limits it is open, detailed and likeable e 30 171 
200 Reinvented in the minimalist tradition, the new SE model is a control freak, but can sound wonderful e 50 1856 162 
230 Well-equipped and generally enjoyable but slightly ragged performer. You can do better e e e 45 167 
350 Warm, bold, up-front presentation, but musically unexciting e e e 97 1802 !57 
600 Low feedback amp with passive internal preamp gives a bold, pacey and thoroughly involving sound. Phono option listed 60 1855 162 
595 DPA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tastes e e 40 1582 140 
450 Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek e e 50 109 
700 Rather transistorised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm. Best played loud 55 1743 !54 
699 Genuine single-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and po�r....:b:.::u....:ild'-------------

-
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180 lively and friendly sound, but could prove too exciting for the faint hearted • • 30 1465 149 
250 Capable and musical amplifier which is among the nicest available at the price. Optional add-in MM/MC board available • 40 1858 162 
400 Breezy, nimble sounding amp, lacks grip and fortitude- it can sound artificial and insubstantial e 55 1542 138 

200 Respectable performance for a Pro-Logic AV amplifier. Lacks resolution and sparkle, though e e e 63 1805 !57 
200 Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; but let down by superficiality e e e 45 1466 149 
200 
300 

Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding amp via CO 

Large, well equipped and high tech integrated, but TRAITR output still gives a harsh, unsubtle performance 

2,550 EISA Award winner with balanced inputs and AV friendly outlook, sound is confident and three-dimensional (Statements) 

• 
• • • 

• 50 
• 65 

i5o 

1130 134 
171 

1825 160 
LFD Integrated Zero 549 Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic 50 1584 140 
linn Majik (Phono) 800 

4 Magnum IA120 265 
4 Magnum IA170 330 
4 Magnum IA-200 495 

The cornerstone of linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused • 33 
• 65 
• 96 

100 
4 Magnum Class A 690 

Mirror finish amplifier with a bold, colourful delivery, but needs careful system matching to avoid loss of focus and clarity 

Gives a realistic sense of instruments playing Within a very believable acoustic, preserves colour and dynamics well 

Sweet, valve-flavoured solid state amplifier flatters where it doesn't cast light. Note: power output listed is peak 

Lashings of rich and compelling music, but the Class A trades lushness for accuracy • • 60 
Marantz PM-57 200 Well equipped but ultimately anodyne amplifier which lacks for nothing but star quality • • • 50 

4 Marantz PM-66SE 230 
4 Marantz PM66 K!-Signature 400 

A bit lush, and power output is limited, but it communicates well and gives airy, large-scale music. An excellent budget buy 

An amplifier that knows how to rock and roll with holographic detail and stereo, but prefers smaiVmedium scale acoustic material 

Excellent musical performance but doesn't like high levels or low impedance speakers Micromega Minium Amp 350 
Mission Cyrus llli 500 Beautifully presented, but mid-dominated balance and other anomalies were not liked. Upgradeable using PSX unit PSU 

4 Mission Cyrus SL 
4 Musical Fidelity A2 
4 Musical Fidelity A220 
4 Musical Fidelity El 

Myryad Ml 120 
4 NAD 310 
4 NAD 312 

4 . NAD 314 

398 Sharp, articulate amplifier, and superb, outgoing mid band with lean though well-extended bass- and build quality to die for 

499 Lucid, transparent midband and a full upper bass are provided by this highly proficient AI replacement e 
700 Powerful, authoritative and well turned-out amplifier that is easy to match with comparably priced speakers and source components. e 
199 Vivid, richly flavoured tonality and realistically scaled imagery distinguish this new entry level Richer Sounds special 

530 Despite an ultra-modern appearance, the old-fashioned cold, dry transistor sound 

100 Fleet and sure of foot, it seems likely to set all appendages tapping with its blend of enthusiasm and artfulness 5 
200 Another great budget price NAO, and a worthy all-round successor to the 302 6 e 
260 lively if coloured presentation that is musically engaging and easy on the ear e 

50 
25 
50 
30 

• 60 
20 

• 25 
• 53 

1013 129 
171 

1260 142 
1860 162 

116 
171 
167 
168 

1806 157 
1854 162 

168 
1862 162 

168 
171 

1747 154 
1468 149 

l7l 
1807 157 
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INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

4 Nairn Nait 3 575 Distinctive and highly musical sounding integrated amp. Perhaps too distinctive for some tastes 30 1748 154 
4 Orelle SA-100 449 A musically rewarding amplifier that grows on you Trace of coarseness in treble 50 1749 154 
4 Pioneer A-204 _R _____ l6_0 __ T_h_;_ e_A- 204R makes no special claims beyond bemg well equipped and cheap, but it displayed unex"pe::cc.:te-'-d-"ta-=le _nt_:o _n..::te"-st'--- ---'-- •'-,---'-;.- •-'--"' 25'------"-'17-'-1 
4 Pioneer A-300R 200 Its bright and breezy sound is a natural tonic to those of us worn down by the ongoing stress of life e e 50 1469 149 
4 Pioneer A-400X 300 On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling e e 50 1545 138 
4 Pioneer A-300R Precision 400 Sophrsticated. breathed-on variant of the A-300R. Not an obvious winner, but will slowly win you over with its subtle charms • e_3_ 5 _ _ _ 18_6 _3 .!§2 

Pioneer A-605R 400 Intriguing technology, but execution is certainly impeded by excessive gadget� • • 80 168 
Prime Design A-100 650 Dynamic but somewhat aggressive powerhouse with limited stereo interest (erther MM or MC phono) 4 • • 100 168 
Pro-ject Model 7 300 A minima list amplifier brimming with good intent, but too quirky for its own good Either MM or MC 5 e 40 _ _1_2_64 _14_2 

4 Quad 77 Integrated _IOO __ Compact and sophisticated Quad system amp, limited range of inputs when used with 'foreign' components (optional system re :::m:::ot"'-e)_::.3 -
-::--:--

-- :_--::8.c. 4 --=�1.:_:68'-
Rega_EI� 398 Minimalist amplifier derived from Elicit, is a little uninspiring, though at least it is not badly behaved _4 _e_ _ 50 __ 1::8.::: 65:_.:::16:.:2 

4 Roksan Caspian 695 Well-bur�. open and artrculate amplifier, which rs also consistent from system to system, and well built 6 e 70 168 
Rose Scion 615 Unique two-box integrated gives real subtlety and low level resolution, but the sound lacks scale and weight 5 _e _ _! _ 65 1 68 
Rote! RA-931 150 Rather dry and unforgiving sound from this internally well specified and attractively priced amplifier ________ � ___ e_35_�---=-1'-'71 

4 Rote! RA970BX 250 Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recordings e 60 1546 138 
4 Sony TA-F246E 200 Relaxed quality that seduces with its guile and subtlety, MM input is a bit laconic but C D  is very tidy and composed e e 40 1471 149 
4 Sony TA-F448BE 250 Classic minimalist interface is matched to carefully considered circuit to broadly satisfactory effect - but keep th.c.e-'-vo:... lu:...m-=e_,in-'c:...he::c .... k '---'--- •'---,,------=- •--'-55'-----"'17-'-1 
4 Talk Electronics Sto:::.r::.:m -=1---=5 .:::00=-_G:.:o.:::od:..:s:.:.ou::.n dstaging and strong detail are provided by this unassuming and not especially powerful mc:.o::d.::el____ 50 1868 162 

TEAC A-BX7R 700 Characterful balance mars an otherwise meticulously designed amplifier. Includes a balanced input, optional MM/MC stage __ _:5..:.0 _ _ 1869 162 
Technics SU-A7 00 Mk 3 250 Fully equipped, high-tech amplifier ultimately fails the 'is it Stork ... ?' test, and can sound messy and inarti.:.:cu:::lac:::te_-,-__ .:_ • • 45 1870 162 
Woodside ISA230 Disc _!,2�ooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required for a truly entertaining sound • 30 116 
Yamaha AX-592 280 Fine. middle ranking amplifier, with a detailed, dynamic midband, and some performance falloff at the frequency extremes e 100 171 
Preamplifiers 
Acurus Rlll 899 Well-featured US preamp with plenty of grunt an:J deptll when used with the AlSO pow:.:.e_:r a::.m.:.cp ..:(:::.:Se:.:. ss:::.io::.n.::s) __ ____ _.:_ __ .:_ __ _:c:. _ _,__ __ �1:..:6..:.24c....:..:1 51 
AMC CVT1030A 400 Budget valve preamp, modest build and a bit noisy, with fair sound • 165 

4 Audio Innovations Ll 369 Reviewed with S800 Anniversary- explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a-'-w-'ho-=le__ 4 1300 145 
Audiolab BOOOC 550 Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering 5 • 97 
Audiolab BOOOQ 1,100 Tested with 8000M monoblocks 6 1301 145 

4 Aura CA200 700 Flexible, well designed -can sound slightly aggressive, but rt's fast, clean and dynamrc, and makes compelling listening 10 • 165 
4 Conrad-Johnson PV-lOA 1,292.._ Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build too. Tested in Sessions 4 1560 139 
4 Copland CTA-301Mkll 1,399 Sweet sounding- but never gets bogged down in audio treacle e 1630 151 
4 Cyrus Pre 650 Tested with Gyrus Power. High-tech design, punchy, light-footed character with a sense of substance . ...:a:...n.::.d "'na'-'tu:..ra:..l..::w.::. arc..mcccth'---_ _:_: _ •;:___; :---:--=�-:-------"1.:c 55=-

..:.0.:cen.:.:s.:cen'-D:::.:Mc..-..:.2 ..:.0 ____ .::.1c=,2:::.:00=---=S:.:-tyc:lis:: :.h:..:.Danish preamp with a pair of huge knobs and effortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Statements) 164 
4 EAR 802MC 2,59_!)___ Tested with 509 Mk 11 - see comments in power amp section 4 e -i---;..--_,..-..., 63 
4 ECA Vista 760 Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system (tested with Lectern) 5 1302 1 45 

-"Ex-'p"-o::su_ re'-X_ V_II __ ___ 8:...: 4c..9_-'S-'-u"' pe'-'rb'-'ly'- r '-'hyt'-"h= mical; maybe a bit overpowering in the mid band. Tested in Sessions with XVIII Super 142 
4 Jadis JP-30MC 5,978 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with J:.:.A3:..:0:-..) --------=- 60 

LFD Mistral Linestage 499 Strong ergonomics, generally decent sound, but a little lacking in detail 165 
_M..:.e_rid_ia_ n_ 5_ 0_1 ��--�6::9-'-5�_T_.,ig._ht"-, '-'po"'si-'-tiv-'--' e sound, but dispassionate; intense at high levels. Tested with 555 • -----;;....=..:.... 1303 1

1
4

40
5 

Meridian 562V 995 Transparent and capable preamp, also features six digital inputs • 
Meridian 502 1,295 Extremely sophisticated analogue controller with tremendous flexiblity and a fast and tidy presentation (Statements) 162 

4 Moth 30 Passive 149 Modular system g�ves crackrng resu�s. Passive preamp and power amp warrant Best Buy (tested with 30/Stereo 60) 109 
Moth 30 �ive Line Stage 349 Excellent sounding ultra-simple miniature preamp 
Muse Model Three 1,990 Natural sounding tranny preamp with useful audiophile features. Works beautifully with 160 power amp (tested in Statements) 

4 Musical Fidelity F2 __ __:_5:::.:00:._ Subtle, sweet-sounding preamp with str.::.on"'g"p-'re.:: .se:.cn.:cce=--__ _ 

4 NAD 114 270 Beer-budget preamp, sounds focused, detailed and consistent 
Nairn NAC92R 599 Upgradeable preamp uses proprietary socketry, etc. See NAP90 power amp for comments. ______ _ 

4 Quad 77 Pre 850 Sophisticated design wrth 2-way remote control console: open colourful sound and very flexible 
4 Rega Hat 998 Dedicated to Exon power amps - passive line stag _es __ _ 

4 Rose RV-23 450 You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it's hard to criticise at the price 
_R.:.ot"-ei_ R_:C _97_ 0_B_X_M_ ki_ I __ _ 1_ 7-'-5 __ C_ o _nf_id_en-'-t, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkll power amps 

4 Sumo Athena IlB 767 Tes�d with Polaris Ill. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 
Talk Hurricane 2L 649 Design of integrity which gets to the heart, if not the soul, of the music 
..:.Th:::o::.re::n::.s..:.TT :.:.P-= 2 :::.:00 :.::0.:..F ____ 6:.::9..:.9� Glamorous, shoebox-format, minimalist pre with fine detail and some granularity 
Woodside SC26 Phono 2,233 Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35) 
Power amplifiers 
Acurus AlSO 

4 Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 
899 Tested with Rlll preamp. Powerful remote-control US combo with a slightly forward inclination 
529 Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheles= s

=-:-:c
--.,--

-600 Astonishing value valve/MOSFET hybrid with KT88 output, but lacks the magic of the best valves 

• 

AMC CVT2100A 
4 Arcam Alpha 9P 
4 Art Audio Quintet 

4 Aur<t PA1QQ 

400 Clear, colourful and well-disciplined, the Arcam is a strong all-rounder that can compete with convt-=.cti=·o-'- n-
�� 1,393 Switchable triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprising'"ly_.,g._ut� sy�

��
-�

-
700 Can sound slighUy aggressive. but fs !as� clean and dynamic, and makes compelling listenrng 

Audiolab BOOOM 800 Strong, controlled sound; confident bass. but colourless. Tested with 80000 
Audio Research VT60 ----'2"',3'-'9-'-5- Ranks as 'must try' American cultural item (tested in Statements). Tube design 
Copland CTA-505 2,099 Grown-up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air 

4 Cyrus Power 498 Tested with Cyrus Pre. Punchy, light footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth (bridgeable) 

165 

165 
77 

144 
1305 145 

165 
165 
100 

1624 1 5 1  
124 
165 

165 
109 
165 

1301 145 
1179 136 
1630 1 5 1  

155 
Densen DM-30 _!,200 Fluid,valve-like power amp with effortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Sta_ te_m_e_nt-'s) ____ �_ ____ _;___:.::.::_ ___ _;:164 

4 EAR 509 Mk 11 3,699 Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves. this amp _1'13rrants attention (tested with 80::2c..) _ ____ _ 

4 ECA Lectern 880 Tested wtth Vista. Wind up the wlume and blow a breath of fresh music into your sysle!rl___ 
Exposure XVIII Super 849 Slight dullness and hardness, but great 'boogie factor' 

4 Jadis JA-30 5,980 French tubes. JP-30MC has beautiful build. nostalgic styling and delightful mid range (tested with £5.978 JP30) 
LFD Mistral Power 
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449 Infectious upper band vitality, but LF dynamics lacking, and lacks 'grip' and transparenc..,_y _____ ____ _ 

70 
30 
60 

63 
1302 145 

142 
60 

165 � 
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POWER AMPLIFIERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

-==== -------'-'-�By '-'p_ro'--v_ id_ ing,.__an _o_,_p_en_w_in_d _ow_on the music, this amp is wide open to RF and low leveiiM distortions 
Hefty British lump with balanced inputs and a transparent, nimble sound with no shortage of power (Statements) 
Open, well focused imagery with natural,--' re_fi--' ne-'- d---te_ xt __ ur-'- es-'----------

-==:.:....:===
'-:-:--:--=-:'-----::'M'-'in=ia=tu:. ::re,-'p-=-ow'-'e::_ r amp lacks control and finesse, not comfortable with difficult speaker loads 

Tested with Active Preamp. While demonstrating solid, even balance it proved adept at delivenng vital musical qualities 

1303 145 
162 
165 
165 
!55 

--'-'-'-----::--'-----'-'-
=

-----:-:-:,----:-Tr _an,--sp� a,--re-cnt_muscle amp with minimal character and a natural performer in both scale and tone (tested in Statem---e:.cnt:.::s._) --;.-"-----;------'--'------"-
Quality build and imposing presentation is married to strong power yield, tonal colour and finesse 

166 
165 

-====:_:_ ____ _:_:_::.___:_Ba:.:s.:.. ed=---i-'-n _M.:.=I1.::.20-'--'-int"-ege:.r.:cat-'-' ed:__-_ s'-'-ee. for comments, but sounds significantly better when bi-amped with Ml120 
A little lightweight, but detailed, consistent sound quality, and excellent value for money __ _ 
Power amp from a Nail integrated with some improvements 

Open, bold and colourful, with mild compression 
Monoblock, priced each, dedicated for Hat preamp. Bold, outgoing, in-command kind of sound 
Tested with RC970BX Mkll in Sessions (see preamp section) 

Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid-back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RC980BX) 
Tested with Athena IlB. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 

-=::...::==�----:.:.:--G:.:oc::od"-' . :.bu:.:l.::::.slightly retiring sound which lacks the authority to s=ta"" nd:_ o:.:u:.:_l ::.:in,:a_:c:.::ro.::.wd:_ ______ ____ _ 
Low power shoe-box format, but gutsy and surprisingly subtle and articulate 

----Cables 

165 
165 
165 
165 
165 
144 
!55 

1305 145 
165 
165 ---

C 
abies are not just accessories, but an integral part of a system. 

Inevitably some cables are better than others. The best cable 

for your system will only be found through trial and error. but by 

combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up 

with something suitable. Generally speaking, budget to spend about 10 
per cent of the total system cost on cables. 

• Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and are 

traditionally coaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass. The prices 

shown are for a terminated linear metre. 

• Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect source components 

to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one-metre terminated pair. 

• Speaker cables are usec between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices 

are per unterminated metre. Termination (plugs and soldering) costs vary 

with brands. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

SYMM£1RICAI.: A tw� pair of conductors. 
COAXIAL: A central 'hor conductllr and a shield that carries the 
negative signal. 

STRANDED: MuWple strands with no intervening insulation. 

CABLES 

SOLID CORE, Single or muWple, individual� insulated strnnds. 

COPP£R, Material used for oorductoc 

SILVER: Material used for conductoc 

DIG CABLE lYPE: 0 -optical dijjtal, E - electJical di�tal. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the ori�nal 

rev<w appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments I 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 
Analo ue Interconnects 
Audio Note AN-A 

Audio Note AN-C 

29.50 Not especially impressive, warm but well-rounded balance that restricts 'air' but is not unclear 
59.50 Neutral but lacking in subtle texture and unable to distinguish fine detail 

Audio Note AN-S ==== .:c.:. ____ _:_13:..:9:._ _:U "'-p-,=b.:::ea:.:.l=and enthusiastic sound with satisfyingly deep and grumbly bass 
Audio Note AN-V 

Audioquest Turquoise 

Bandridge AL421 

Bandridge Al426G 

Bandridge SG Al4720 

Band ridge SG + Al4820 

Bandridge ProfiGold PG301 

219 15 individually insulated silver strands make up this very clean and dynamically unchallenged cable 
40 A 'fit and forget' cable that sounds distinctly lazy ---� 

Light and airy sound lacks authority, splashy treble 
10 Gold-plated plug OFC version of AL421 with same ineffectual soun_d _q�ua_li_,_ ty _____ __ _ 
13 4N OF copper, full smooth balance but a little plodding and relentless, lacks panache 

� _ 4N OF copper, distinctly teutonic, thrusting detail forward but still plodding and relentless 
65 A perfect cable for enlivening a system, but too cold for most systems 

Cable Talk Studio 2 -=-=====---= ------'6.::.5_-'-A '--fi--' rs-=-t--=-cl-=- as:..c:s-"p-'-'erf.:.=ormer from tonal, dynamic and rhythmic standpoints __ _ 
Cambri!lge Audio Studio Ref 

Chord Chameleon 

Chord Solid 

40 Dynamic cable with strong soundstaging and only a slight lack of d:.::. et:.::.ai"-1 ---� 

68 Anomalous treble with a dry but vaguely sibilant quality, sometimes sounds smooth, sometimes harsh' 
99 Thin but very stiff with excellent resolution of subtle timbral detail and fine dynamics 

--'-'-'--'---'-'--''--'--'---'---'-'-----'---'C-an_a_,_ry_,_y_ellow cable with excellent plugs and an open sound. Slight treble glare Connections Midas HO 39 
ONM TCC75 34 Price for 0.75m length. High resolution cable, but best in short runs due to higher than average series impedance 
OPA Slink ---- 41 Slightly bright and zingy sound with flat soundstaging and hollow sounding bass, vocals and strings sound convincing though 

108 
1687 131 
1687 131 
1687 131 

160 
1688 131 
1688 131 
1688 131 
1688 131 

160 
160 
160 
108 
108 
160 

1690 131 
1690 131 

Highly expressive, very easy on the ear and attractively detailed though not entirely characterless at high frequencie_s __ ___ -'..--,--';--,-�---'---"---
-,---

:-:----------cc---:ln_it_ ia� lly
�d-,- a-,- rk_a _nd_ m_ eaty but becoming lucid and transparent with running in. Quad geometry, Gore-lex dielectric 

OPA White Slink 75 
OPA Black Slink 220 

1691 131 
1691 131 

lxos 104 20 
lxos 103 40 
lxos 102 60 
lxos 101 lOO 
LFD Spirolink I 35 

132 JANUARY 1998 

Open and detailed presentation, full bass a--.. nd:.c s:.cil__, ky'--rt--'o '-ve'-rl-'- y-"-sm-'-o'-'o-'- thc.:t:..: re-=-bl-=-e ---------------'----,--'=---_,_"---''---c-"---:---=:.:::__=:__ 
Even-handed and generous sound, bass has a well-rounded, bouncy quality 

1692 131 

A bit bright and undynamic, this cable is nevertheless a good all-rounder. whose faults a:c.re=la "'rg.:...ely,_s:..cu.=-btc.:ra"- ct:.civ.:..e ____ __:. __ ,-::�--'=----'-----;-'-'--
A cable with personality, its veiled and shut in quality brings an earthiness to vocals and rhythm guitar alike 
Price for 0.7m length. Dynamic but smoothly detailed performance, but gives the impression of looking down on the music 

• 

1692 131 
160 

1693 131 
-�--

1694 131 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 

4 lFD Spirolink 11 
LFD Trilink 

4 linn Phono to Phono 
4 Monster lnterlink 200 
4 Monster_lnterlink 300 

Monster lnterlink 400 
4 Monster lnterlink 500 

Monster lnterlink 800 

70 __Price for 0.7m length. Strong and confident sound enhancing bass depth and subtlety, concentrates on the meat of the music 
150 Price for 0.7m length. Warm and luxurious sound but a little too fruity m balance�e is a little subdued, bass detached 
47 Encourages a delicate performance underpinned by a strong and authoritativ� 
20 Colourful in an appealing rather than contrived sense, bass is slightly over-blown, large and ingratiating sound stage 
30 Richer, smoother more civilised sound than 200 with improved articulation and reduced sibilance 
40 Compromised by a grainy top end, treble and vocal range sound particularly sharp and untidy 
50 Sounds rather good, providing a livelier and more interesting account of music than most sub £100 cables 
80 Not as bright or aggressive as the 400 but treble is strangely lumpy, muted and manipulated - odd cable 

Moth ley line Grey 200 Detailed enough but there's a sense of distance between the music and the listener, vox are coarse rather than liquid 
Nordost Black Knight 55 Flat black cable that is distinctive but slightly coloured- but not in a wholly negative manner 

4 Panasonic RP-CA910 50 Uncongested and even handed balance if slightly flat imagewise, retains impact� s  a vaguely untransparent quality 
Silvertone Ex-Static 35 Pleasantly unfatiguing and competitively priced cable that lacks detail and insight 

4 Soniclink Silver Pink _ 3�ynamically sensitive and muddle-free. Unsure about the flesh-coloured finish though . .  

1694 131 ------
1695 131 
1695 131 
1696 131 
1696 131 
1697 131 

108 
1697 131 
1697 131 

108 
108 
160 
108 
160 
160 

Soniclink Black 49 Encourages an upbeat and snappy sound that's driven by leading edges, full and rumbustious bass maintains an even te"'m"'pc_ o �---;-=-c,---;-=--;.-=-- =:.o_=:__ 
4 r;;:;;L;bs Prism

_
1_1 

_
___ 45 Very compatible cable that wins through with a naturally balanced and realistically dynamic sound. 6N purity copper 

1699 131 
1699 131 
1700 131 4 Tara labs Prism 22 56 Delivers a fresh and detailed sound with clear and bright treble giving it a free, quick and dyna::.:m :.:.ic..:.chc.:ac.:ra:.:. ct:.:.er'-----,--

,---
,---::--cc-=--:--:c-=--;-=--:----.::..:...=-. 

4 Tara labs Q;antum CD 75 Lacking in obvious vices, neutral and transparent, there's also a good solid bass. Vox are not always as intimate as possible 108 
Tara labs Prism 33 90 A pedestrian cable that sounds lively but muddled. Quite dynamic, quite rich, quite smooth but also qu_ite_ind_ is_ti_nc_ t ____ __,,---;--;;--;--'--:----:---"'-'-'--"'-''--
Transparent Audio Music link 119 No aggressive nasties to tax the ears, neither does it sparkle with inspirational detail. Only suited to low output impedances=------;-'--7-'"-';--;-.=--

1700 131 
1701 131 

van den Hul The Storm 25 Price for 0.8m length. Rich and warm but bass is rolled off, however there's plenty of drive and high frequencies are c:.:. lea :::.n:..__ __ "--=--=---'--=-�=----:---'--=;:_:.::..:._ 1701 131 
4 van den Hul Source HB 50 Price for 0.8m length. Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness. Airy and well controlled 

1702 
160 
131 4 van den Hul The First 210 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information but lac'--k'-s '-'dy'-na_m_ i.c.c "-'pu_n.c.ch __ ---7-'--7----7-7---:----:.:...:..::. 

4 van den Hul The Second 225 Wonderfully open and relaxing but also intimately detailed, slightly softens percussive dynamics 1702 131 
XLO Type !50 50 A restrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom. treble lacks clarity 1703 131 

4 XLO Type 0.1 180 Unusual but highly expressive and detailed with a hint of graininess on powerful vocals 
Digital Interconnects 

17D3 131 

4 Audio Note AN-V 110 Ostensibly an analogue cable but gives a meaty and natural performance when used for digi _ta_l d_ u� ty------------7""---:---•--
.,.--

-17_0_ 4_13_1_ 
Audioquest Optilink Z 120 Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 0 108 
..,A,...ud_ i,.. oq� u_es_t,.,D�igc_itac:-lc-P_ro ___ IOO �silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency 108 
Bandridge AL4900G _ 40�cks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a little rough and ready 1705 131 
Chord Codac 32 A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration 108 

4 Chord Prodac ___ 50 _ Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz 1706 131 
DPA Opti-link 

4 DPA Digi-link 
4 lxos 105 

20 Very similar to Bandridge AL560: sound is lacklustre 0 108 
-----=2=- 8 _..:.Ca=n seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed s� 108 

25 Extended but soft-edged treble that's mercifully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weigh.:.:t..,, s::.:m:.:.oo:..:t ::.. h .:.:vo:::.x _____ ..:__;.=__:____:_c.::::._:_::___ E 1707 131 
4 Kimber Kable Opti-link 
4 lFD Digilink Copper 

50 �ears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet sounds a little brighter and livelier than most 0 108 
30 Slightly grainy highly compatible cable with coherent and forward dynamic quality E 1708 131 

Moth Leyline Datal ink 
4 QED Digiflex 

14�in, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive 108 
20 A top performance. low-loss 750hm coax with a very open, almost liquid quality 108 

Siltech HF-6 150 Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended, but bass is less well resolved - a treat for high-end syc s.:.:te'-'mc_ s -------:-=---'----:--=--'---'-•=--�....:..:17..:0c_9 ...cl :.:3.::.... 1 
4 Soniclink Green __ �acious, positive and engaging if a bit over crisp at times, very compelling however • 1709 131 
4 van den Hul MC Videolink 75 48 An AV-cum-digital cable that nearly beats OED's Digiflex, but emph_ a_ si_se_ s _si_bi_la _nt_ s _______ c-c-

---
-------:--�"'"-----,------1_ 0_8 _ 

4 van den Hul The First 120 Exceptionally natural albeit slightly dark or cautious compared to some, plenty of subtle mformat1on and beautiful integration E 1710 131 
Loudspeaker Cables 

_A,... u _di_o __ N_ ot_e --A,...N--::0 ____ 4.50 Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward 
4 Audio Note AN-B 16.50 Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical 

109 
1711 133 

4 Audio Note AN-L 29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happy to accept its foibles • 1712 133 
4 Audio Note AN-SP 12�1m and civilised presentation, very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity 
4 Audioquest F-14 1.95 Ideal for laying under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 

.:.A:.:: uc:cdi:..oq>= u:.:.e .:.:st.:.cTY "P:..e....:4 ___ ____:4:.:..9::..5 -'Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable's 'bite' 
Audioquest Cobalt 2 45 A rather polite and anaemic sound that bubbles gently with detail and is largely uncoloured and cautiously spacious 

• 

• 
• 

Tel: 0181 348 5676 (2.00-7.00 pm) 
Fax: 0181 341 9368 

Esoteric High Fidelity CABLES 

Dealers in: Absolute, Audio Note, Audioquest, Deltec;E--Iectrocompaniet, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake, 

. . . the RIGHT cables 

... in YOUR system 

. . . for YOUR ears 

MIT, Siltech, Symo, Transparent, Van den Hul, WBT and others . 

Contact us by phone, tax, or letter and we 'I/ do 

our best to help you achieve your goal . 

(Auditions may be SJJbject to a handling charge) ... in YOUR home 

CONNECTIONS 13 John Princes Street, London W1 M 9HB (A division of Connection 90' Travel Ltd.) 
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109 
109 
133 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. 

Audioquest Crystal 

Bandridge SF LC1070 

4 Bandridge SF LC1259 

4 . 8andridge lC7409 

4 . Cab� Talk Talk 3.1 

Cable Talk 4.1 

Chord Myth 

DNM LSC350 

18 Neutral balance is spoiled by some graininess and smearing 
·-42p Basic figure 8 bellwire, lightweight balance and a softness that dilutes even the strongest bass 

I Fresh and open, bubbly and naturally colourful sound stage Ill at's neither forced or unduly edgy. Treble is slightly messy 
3.85 Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings 
2.25 Quite well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music 
4.25 Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained 
5.95 Light_311d_ airy tonality may please, but bass is recessed and detail not outstanding 
6.95 Majors on midband and lower treble lucidity at the expense of bass and extreme treble extension 

4 DNM LSC8500 5.95 High impedance can influence tile treble response, but this was a winner on sound per pound. Bi-wue 

• 

• 

4 DPA Black Sixteen 90 Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics, simply oodles of taut information e 

Electrofluidics Monolith 20/20 40 _ One of the best cables available. incredible bass. imaging and resolve in a high capacitance. flat, Goertz style design (Sessions) e 

4 Gale Xl189 99p Slightly bright and not tllat subtle, but a perfectly acceptable cable for any starter system e 

4 Gale Xl315 2 A little lacking in detail but plenty of life and excellent value 

4 Gale Xl160-2 2.50 Rhythmic and bouncy-sounding bi-wire cable. Can be slightly manipulative 

4 _
Goertz M2 20 Remarkably detailed, smooth, neutral and with excellent bass; check amplifier compatibility 

This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven Heybrook Heywire 

4 ixos 603 

lxos 604 

4 Kimber 4TC 

Kimber 4TC Double-wire 

Mission Quartet - --
Monster Cable XP 

Nairn NACA 5 

Nordost Octava 

Ortofon SPK100 

4 Ortofon SPKJOO 

Puresonic 7845 

Puresonic 7891 

QED Qudos 

QED Profile 

QED Profile 8 

Silver Sounds 12 gauge 

Sonic link SJOO 

4 Soniclink AST50 

Big and expansive-sounding cable, full and engag1ng while retaining a high degree of neutrality 
Midrange is detailed and surprisingly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better 

19.68 A well-balanced cable with good performance in all areas __ 
40 A variation on a Kimber classic which produces a rich and weighty sound, but isn't quite as transparent as single runs 

7.90 Mixed, inoffensive sound. adds guttural resonance to vocals and could be generally more coherent. Bi-wire 
l�P offers plenty of slightly soft bass and a slightly rounded treble, a relaxed cable whose indiscretions are not bothersome 
5.11 Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable', this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Nairn systems. But it works a treat in them 
2.95 Fair bass but confused treble and some coloration 

3 Grey-sounding and strips instruments of their natur�_richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too 
8 Tremendously open and atmospheric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too if slightly bright at times 

1.95 Big, weighty sound- but too messy and bloated for its own good 
2.85 Chun�able design, shame about the sound quality 

�espite high-tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, the music failed� 

12 
18 

1.95 

Good midrange and treble balance, but bass is rather slack and detail not outstanding 
Sophisticated flat cable that lacks decent bass and get up and go 
Basic 'homemade' construction gives fairly neutral sound, though not outstandingly competitive 
Happiest with simple music; tends to smudge detail in complex pieces 
lt may look like bell-wire, but AST50 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced 

4 
4 

!_ransparent Audio Musichord 11.� Sweet, open and refined treble, a bit of breathy exuberance and can sound slightly lackadaisical 
Transparent Audio Wave 22.84 Very close to the sound of 'no cable', one of the very best. Slightly softens treble detail 
Tech+link OFC79 Bargain basement cable that sounds cosy, but suffers from a wobbly bass 
van den Hut The Clearwater 

van den Hut CS122 

van den Hut The Magnum 

4 van den Hut The Wind 

van den Hut Revolution 

XLO Pro Type 625 

__ Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky-sounding cable 
19 Smooth and articulate with superb focus and control, its sheer coherence makes it a winner (tested in Sessions) 
31 Touted as vdH's most prestigious twin lead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned 
35 'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass' 
64 Silver-plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble 

Lively but natural and relaxed-sounding but a hint of congestion at frequency extremes 
____ 16.60 Basically neutral tonality but can become aggressive and two-dimensional 

! Cartridges 
I 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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1800 157 
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1718 133 
1719 133 

168 
133 

1722 133 
1723 133 

109 
168 
133 
133 

1800 157 
1800 157 
1800 157 

168 
1800 157 

168 ----
168 

1800 157 
1728 133 
1728 133 
1800 157 

• 109 
• 153 
• 109 
• 109 

• 
• 
• 

• • 
• • 
• 

1726 133 
1726 133 

168 

transformer to cope with MC cartridges. 

• Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic 

high output MM designs benefit in overall balance from optimised 

amplifier capacitance loading. 

C 
artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving 

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most 

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and 

very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually 

have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better 

performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equipped with the 

necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage � � 
is necessary. Phono input equipped valve designs need a l_Q Best buy c.(j Recommended 

MM: M<Ning magrot cartri<lge with a oormal output suitable for all 

�nytdisc am�ifierinputs. 

MC: IOO�ng rol cartridge v.ith a low output on� suitable for high-

CARTRIDGES 

sensitivity �nyl disc am�mer inputs . 

REPLACEABLE SffiUS: Most MM cartridges have a slylus that 

can be removed and replaced. 

OUTPUT (MVJ: Cartri<lge output in millivolts. 

MASS (g): Cartridge mass can affect arm choice. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for ordefing a fax 

copy of the llMew. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of H1-Fl Choice 1n whiCh the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comment ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. ,. 

4 Audio Note to IIV 

4 -
AUdioTechnica AT-95E 

4 
-

Audio Technica ART-1 

4 Denon DlllO 

Denon Dll60 

Denon Dll03 

4 Denon Dl304 

1,695 One of the best, giving an extraordinarily relaxing midrange clarity. Needs a transformer 
19 Clear and dynamic, though richly balanced 
944 This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well __ 
70 A fine all-rounder, tllis high output MC model is likely to perform well 
90 Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still 'thoroughly competent' 
lOO Good performance in bass and good 'life'. Is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle detail 
200 Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly. Top notch altogether and a bargarn too 
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CARTRIDGES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comment 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 

Dynavector Karat 1702 mk2 449 Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent e 0.15 5.3 158 
4 Dynavector XX-1L 998 Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm e 0.25 12 84 

Dynavector XX-1 998 Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version e 2.0 12 84 
4 Goldring Elan 19 A lig�tweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body e e 5.0 67 
4 Goldring 1012GX 79 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency coloura"'tio'-n-'a"'p"'pa"'re"-n'-t _____ e e 6.5 85 
4 Gold ring 1022GX 99 As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved e e 6.5 ____c __ _:c85:... 
4 Goldring Eroica LX 110 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative e 0.5 84 

Gold ring 1042 _..:.1::_:20:___NC:: o:..:.t . :.:te:c.rr2ib "-ly..:.su::bc::.tle2 ,..::an::.:d:.. :n:::.ot:..:s:.::u:::.ch'-'g"'oo: :d ....:v..:.al :::ue:..:a:: :lo:::n.o:gs:: .:id::: .e.. :.IO:::I :.::2..:a .:.:nd:_I:.:0: ::22::. · ..:Q ..:.ui.::te..:.li.:.:vec;IY_ :t:: .:ho:. :cug"'h=---- -,-------------'•=-- - --'•=---=6::.: .5:___:_ __ .... :9..:.1_ 
Goldring Elite 220 The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness _ � _ _ 0._5___ 103 

4 Grado Prestige Gold 

4 Linn K9 
London Decca Maroon 

London Oecca S Gold 

4 Lyra Lydian 

4 Lyra Clavis Da Capo 

4 Ortolon 510/P 

4 Ortolon 520/P 

4 Ortolon MC10 Super 

4 Ortolon MC3 Turbo 

4 Ortolon MC15 Super 11 
Ortolon MC25E 

150 
125 
259 
339 
649 
995 
38 
65 

100 
130 
130 
180 

Rich sounding with an unusually refined top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge e e 158 
Linn improved this model by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus e e 4.5 5 Col 
Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge i5_! S  icono.::cl::.:as:.::tic=-a::.:s:...:e:.:.ve::.r_____ e �--__:::5·.:..0_6::_ __ .::.:67_ 
Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records _e_ ___ 

5.0 84 
Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed e 0.3 158 
A stable tracker, and one of the finest cartridges we've "'he:.::ar:.::d______ e 0.1 143 
For the price, a good blend of virtues- weight, clarity and neut@li!L__ e e 3.0 85 
Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound -- -=•'---•-=- __:::3..:..0 -=-----=67 
"What a delightfully sweet-sounding cartndge this is . . .  " we said e 0.3 48 
The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle- take it as it comes e 3.3 103 
A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and close up e 0.35 103 
An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable e 0.5 11 139 

Ortolon MC25FL 249 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP • 0.5 11 139 
__:O:..:.rt:.::o:.::lo.::.n .::.M:.::C..:.30:....S::..: u,.,p'-'re:.::m2e __ .:.:525 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings 

4 Ortolon MC300011 1,100 A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best 
-:O:..:.rt:.::o:.::fo .::.n.::.M:.:: C:::50:.:0.:.0 ___ __:1:.::,5:.: 0.:..0__:L-.:.:im ited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 
Rega Bias 39 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound 

4 Rega Elys 85 Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is more detailed, accurate and convincing 
4 Roksan Corus Black 130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised 
4 van den Huf MM-1 250 If woody rTll!lrange�uld be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through 

van den Hul OOT-11 699 Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DDT-11 is a bit lazy 
4 van den Hul MC-10 799 A neutral, balanced performer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass 
4 van den Hul MC-One 999 This extended a�e positive qualit�s of the 10, but added greater authority and scale- worth all the extra money 
4 van den Hul MC-Two 1,3�C-Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing_portray:.::al'----
4 van den Hul G' hopper IIIGLA � Undoubtedly one of the fmest cartndges avarlable, rt has tremendous bandwrdth, energy and fmesse 
4 Wilson benesch Matrix 786 Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge: neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive 

• 0.5 10.7 158 
e --O"C'-.1-

:
-2-1-c-0 ---:-84-

• 0.12 10 91 
• • 5 4 67 
• 
• 
• 

• 5.0 
• 6.5 
• 5.5 

67 
91 

103 
• 0.35 7.6 158 --- ------
• 0.4 6 60 
• 0.4 60 
• 0.4 6 72 --- ----
• 0.4 6 122 
• 0.58_6 � 158 

T 
he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and 

ubiqu�ous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, 

but they all use it. 

T here should be no pi1Jblems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal 

amplifier, but some care needs to be taken in choo;ing the best tapes for a 

specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, but many decks 
have manuall:ias adjustment and some match up to the tape automatically.) 

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes 

sequent ially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually implies some 

mechanical compl1lmise. Useful facilities include tape monitor switching 

and Dolby S. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

OOlBY C: A ralt!er extreme noise-redoctioo system not usual� 

associated wilh high soond qualily. 

loc cassette recordin& 

3-HEAD: ffyou want ID monilor a recording whi�you are maong 

it a ltiilll ooad is essential. 

AUTOREVERSE: Automatical� �ays bolt! s�es of lhe cassette. 

AUTO CALIBRATION: The deck will aulomatical� set up bias and 

EOior anylape. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsllack reference for ordenng a lax 

copy of the review Use the contents page to find the factsback 

infonnation page. OOlBY S: A desirable derivative of lhe Dolby SR pmfess�nal 

noise-<edoctioo system. lWIN D£CX: Contains two decks loc dubbing and oontillt.OOS 

�ay. In most inslances on� one dock w�l recolll. 

ADJUSTABlE BIAS: Bias can be manual� set lo surt lhe lape 

beng used. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Cooice in which the on�nal 

review appeared. IIOl8Y HX-PRO: Syslem designed by B&O ID exlend head100m 

CASSETTE DECKS 
Product Price(£) Comments 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 

4 Aiwa AO-F450 
4 Aiwa AO-WX727 

4 Denon ORM-550 
Denon ORW-580 

4 Oenon DRS-640 

4 Denon DRM-6505 
Denon ORM-740 

Oenon DRS-810 
Harman/Kardon T0420 

Harman/Kardon T0450 

4 JVC TO-R472 

4 JVC TO-V562BK 

4 JVC TD-V662BK 
JVC TO-W718 

HI-FI CHOICE 

120 Basic but well-designed budget deck, astonrshing value; only the poor metering gives the game away 
170 High-class twin for those who want bells, whistles - and music 

___l_§Q__ There are so� technical limitations, but this remains a fine sounding deck, and excellent value 
200 Twin deck: OK for casual use, but will quickly pall with more quality critical_a!Jglicati-"on-'s _____ _ 

Draw-loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well-adjusted sound 

• 

• 
• 

1513 136 
• 1377 146 
• 158 

171 
1591 140 200 

230 
270 

An all-round improvement on predecessors, offers a wide-ranging, disciplined sound. Dolby S is not the best feature � �  • • • 164 
Breathed-on DRM-710, with good external treatment, offers good, if somewhat detached sanies • • • • 1514 136 

310 Draw-loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition e e e 127 
250 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well-conceived, minimum features design____ e � • 1592 140 
350 Draw loader with poor tape navigation features; good midband but shallow bass �------- • • • _e__ _16_4 
200 Excellent auto-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual disadvantages and is very sharply priced • __ e ___ e • 158 
220 Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price; sound quality is stable but slightly op�ue:_______ __e ___ e __ • �--- _e ___ 12_3 
270 Assured, clean and agile sounding recorder, if not quite the most refined in its clas::. s __ -,--,---,---.,---- •=----=•----::--::--=•:...__:• =---=1:.:.38:::0:.....:.14:=-6 
300 Twin deck. Good for creative live recording, but no timer standby. Respectable though not earth-shattering performance� e _ e _e __ e ____ 17_1 
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CASSETTE DECKS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., 
Kenwood KX-W6080 200 
HAD 613 230 
HAD 616 300 

Onkyo �11 460 
Pioneer CT-S550S 250 
Pioneer CT-W806DR 300 

Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise 
Primitive twin deck with basic features. No Dol by setting memory, transports are too unstable for serious quality first use. 
Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport 
Great features, good with cheap low bias tapes, but slightly synthetic sound quality - - � ___ _::1..::..: 64 

171 

Pioneer CT-S830S 500 
Had it not been for the iffy transport quality, this ultra-sophistic :.:: a .::te.::._ d .::tw :::in:...cwc:..:o :.::ul:.::d_:.:ha:.:v:.:: e-=-be:.:ec:.nc..:re:.::. co:::cmc:.mc.:ecc.nd:.:e.:::d. ___ __:::__c-----'--=----=--=--=•=---,-
High-class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound e e 1385 146 

Sony TC-KE600S 300 Mild setting-up problems notwithstanding, this UK-tweaked design has a smooth, open and un-cassette-like sound e e 158 

Technics RS-AZ6 230 For those who can't afford the RS-AZ7; exquisite clarity over the widest bandwrdth thanks to AZ thrn-film head • 164 
Technics RS-AZ7 300 Thin-film head gives a solid , almost CD-Iike bass and mid range. A clear advance in the state-of-the-art 158 ---
Yamaha KX-490 199 

Yamaha KX-580SE 250 

11111111111111111111111111 
.......................... 
11111111111111111111111111 
11111111111111111111111111 
.......................... 
11111111111111111111111111 
.......................... 
11111111111111111111111111 

Electrifyingly transparent and capable deck whose only flaw is a trace of audible wow and flutter 
Subtle, engaging and transparent sounding deck. with a lightweight tonality, but good stability and strong detail 

into an analogue audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue convertor, 

or DAC. Although most players are contained in a single box, expensive 

players are usual� two-box affairs. 

ELECTRICAL DIGITAL OUIPUT: For eledJical ronnection to an 

outOOard l:l\C. 
A£SitBU rue DIG DUTPUT: Balanced d®lal output to be used 

with similarly equipped IJ\Cs. 

DAC (see below). To do this the player needs a digital output of either 

electrical or optical persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. 

A CD player can be split into two basic components· the disc drive or 
� Best buy � Recommended 

AT& T OPT DIG OUTPUl High-speed oplical output to be 

used with similarly equipped DACs. 

BAL ANALOGUE OUTPUI Balanced analogue output for 

amplifiers equipped with balanced inputs. 

controlled output. 

MULTI-DISC: Equipped with a carousel or multi-tray sys

tem for continuous play of multiple discs. 

bitstream, PWM, etc 

FACTS BACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

OPTICAL DGTAL 01111'11[ For opt;:alllliVIdioo to an oolboard 
l:l\C. 

HEADPHONE SOCKH For can users. 

VARIABLE OUTPUT: Remotely adjustable, volume-

DAC TYPE: Digital to analogue convertor: BS- Philips 

Bitstream. MB - multibit, Hyb - hybrid of multibit and bit

stream technologies. lbit- single bit lypes such as MASH. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

CD PLAYERS 
Product Price(£) Comments .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., 

4 Alchemist Nexus AP032A 

4 Acurus ACDll 

4 �_!!am Alpha 7 

AMC C08A 

4 Arcam Alpha 8 
Audio Innovations Alto 

Audiolab 8000CD 

Audio Research COl 

4 AV I S2000MC Reference 

4 Cambridge Audio CD4 
4 Cambridge Audio CD4SE 

4 Cambridge Audio CD6 

Copland COA-288 

597 Refined treble, constrained yet capable bass and attractive all-round presentation distinguish this player from the crowd 
899 First-rate if costly player from the US, which combines a delightful transparency with an uncontrived naturalness 
320 Very detailed for a budget player with a slick and free sense of dynamics, needs careful ancillary matching 

150 Has balanced output, but is otherwise rather grey and unremarkable 
520 Refined, intricately detailed but a little cautious, this should be broadly compatible with a variety of amps 
399 Refreshing piece of audio sculpture belies inconsistent audio behaviour 

1,000 Developed according to the Green Cross Code of digital audio with an elegant but safe musical presentation 

• 
• 

_2,290 _ Suspends disbelief with a frighteningly real yet obviously coloured sound. A rare proposition among CD players=---;---=---:-'---

1,399 lean, dry, high resolution player, built to outlast most of us, and a fine performer in a sympathetic system 
150 Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em sound quality 

200 Among the best players we have encountered at the price, considerably more refined and convincing than CD4 
250 A sharp, lively and articulate player, a real thoroughbred in fact, perhaps too sharp and lively for some systems 

___si � A gentle giant of a player that errs in favour of pastel shades rather than bold daubs of colour, one for refined tas�e 
Denon DCD-625 

4 Denon DCD-825 

4 De;;on ocD:"1015 

---=2=00=-- -=-DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear e 
240 Despite extensive revisions. this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thingl e 
350 Excellent, mid-range player- fast, fluid and lean 

Hyb 169 
!bit 166 
Hyb 1872 163 
I bit 165 
BS 172 

BS 1873 163 ------

__1000 Sings with the temperament of a huge orchestra under the baton of a timid conductor, but very agreeable at that ---"'--"""7--'--=----------,------
� Modest presentation g;ves little clue to the thoroughbred electronics ticking away inside 

4 DeRon DC0-3000 

4 Denon DCD-635 
80 lf you want to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as good a place to start as any 
200 A player of integrity, but can sound a bit hard and rough when extended, and is somewhat amplifier fussy 

Eclipse CDlOla 

Harman/Kardon HD710 

4 Hannan/Kardon H 07 30 

4 JVC XL-Vl84BK 
300 Competitive at the price, with a coloured but dynamic and outgoing sound supported by a raff of user featu-'re-'-s ----'• =---------='---------'=---- -='---
120 Excellent budget player, well presented, a tad opaque but its heart is in the right place. 

4 JVC XL-V284BK 140 Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sounc::d:._____;-=--
---:-- "'--'=----:---

:---;.-=- ----=:....._;=::......::..:.:.___ 

4 
4 
4 
4 

JVC Xl-Z574 

JVC XL-Z674BK 

Kenwood DP-3080 

Kenwood DP-4090 

Kenwood DP-7 090 
Krell KPS 20i 

250 Strong resolving power and good midband and dynamics�ightly raw and thin 
300 Even-handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments 

_170 _ Bold, dynamic and ou!glling sound, though somewhat aggressive. Poor build quality and fimsh 

250 Focuses a clear, wide aperb.Jre lens oo the music - and has CD Test too 

400 A lively and compelling perfonner with an even-handed and coherent dispos=iticc on:.__ _ ___ _ 

9,990_ Forthright, edge-of-the-seat sound with outstanding bass performance (tested in Statements) 
Linn Mimik 875 Useful multi-room features matched to strong bass, but poor imagery and transparency 

4 Marantz CD63Mkll Kl Sig 500 it 's the quintessential sound of Marantz- warm, open, an::dc:sc:.m::::oo:.:th '--a= lmc.:o:.: s.:,t t:::o-"'a-"fa:.:u::=.lt-
-

,-----------'--::o_----'---=-----::o_-------'=--
Marantz CD-67 __ 27_ 0_Dynamic, authoritative, and wide tonal response, but also shut-in and mid-forward balance 

4 Marantz CD-67SE 350 Refined, enjoyable player, though ultimately a little soH-centred 
Marantz CD-48 200 Somewhat inconsistent, middle ranking player which hints at better things 

4 Marantz CD-17 800 Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round performer: smooth. detailed and consistent 

4 Meracus Ta� _1,39l_ Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement takes preference over dyn=am:.::i.:::cs:_-_b:.:ut:.:..:.:.rt '.::._ s :.::no:.:t.:::chc::e"'ap=---___ _:_:::.......; __________ _____:::.:__ __ _::.::::__ 
Meridian 508 (20-bit) 1,685 Combines a delicate mid and treble with rich, opulent bass and has impressive low-level resolution 

4 Mission Cyrus dAD3 598 This front loader has a relaxed style of delivery that convinces with guile and subHety rather than orchestral ordnance 
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CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' 

4 Mission Cyrus dAD3Q 898 Lucid, transparent and uncontrived sound quality, superb build, and readily upgradeable MB 169 
-"M'-'o"-nr-"io'-'P--' r '-'iv"-ile'-"g"-e ____ _:9.:.:95:__-=C= ostly and well-engineered, but ultimately rather heavy-handed and dull, if refined player __ e_ __ _ MB 166 
Musical Fidelity EGO 299 This entry -level player lacks proper stereo localisation and clarity • BS 166 

4 Musical Fidelity A2 499 Warm (too warm), attractive and open player, a great Improvement on (related) E60 • BS 169 
-,-M"- u-" si-"ca_I '-Fi_d'-el-'ity,_F-'C-'-D ___ l"-,5:..:0_: 0_ A forward disposition makes this perfect for Fenders but less appropriate to Guarneris • BS 163 

4 _Myryad MC100 700 A little extra get-up-and-go wouldn't go amiss, but its sheer maturity and composure ensure listenability _•____ __ BS 1889 163 
-'-'N"'AD:_::_:51:.::0 ______ -=2.:.:00:___:_P::::ale version of NAD's senior CD players with a stripped down feature count 1 bit 172 

-::
":.:-AD

:-:'51::2'------- -- ':2::'50:___::S:.::im"'p "'le'-', w::_:ell-focused presentation, and articulate with it, though hard-nosed quality is ::.:no ._,_t.::. :evc:.ery:.co::.n:::.e'-=-s-=cu'-"p-'o'-f !:::ea=---=•---'---- Ibit _ _159 
4 HAD 514 370 Boisterous sound, but undeniably attractive • • BS 1639 151 
4 Nairn Audio CD3 1,000 T he idiosyncratically packaged CD3 is solid and highly articulate. Always has its feet on the ground though MB 1765 155 
4 Nairn Audio C02 2,000 Provides bags of detail with a solid stereo focus but not all the romanticism we know to _be-'p,_ o_ss_ ib_le _______ ______ _ --�-M:-::B 1890 163 
4 Onkyo DX-7210 260 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter, is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring BS 1273 147 

_::0-"n"Cky :-:o_::D::- X·-'7-:'51:-: 0::-___ -:4-=-00o-_::S:.::tr.:::on"'g"-ly-"fla::.: v.::.:: oured, assertive sound BS 1640 151 
4 Orelle CD-100EA 649 Excellent imagery, timing and transparency, and readily upgraded or reconfigu� MB 166 
4 Philips CD-721 ___1lQ__ Surprisingly well-sorted, art1culate if slightly glossy and attractively presented sound. Captive signal lead !bit 159 

Philips CD751 150 Inconsistent and occasionally opaque and scrawny sounding cheapie • !bit 172 
Pioneer PD-204 150 Generally easy on the ear, but can bite back, especially�th complex high-frequency music content Well endowed !bit 159 
..:P..:::io:::n . ::.:ee._,_r_:P-=.D--= S"-70::.:5:__ ___ _:3.::.:00: __c.:A dichotomy, this machine was loved by some for its articulacy and disliked by others for sou::.n:::. di""ng,_t:::_oo:: i:::. m:Lprc:.es::s_:iv .::.:ei

_ :::•-=---'- -='-'---,------ -=B::: S-=l-=-89

:..:

1-=1=63 
Pioneer PD-S904 ___ 40()_ Too much legato -literally- in sound, but a very smooth performer • !bit 1641 151 

4 Pioneer PD-S505 Precision 460 Assured, fluid-sounding player, with great spatial coherence _e____ _ �t 
_ 

166 
4 Quad 77 900 A true thoroughbred combining a penetrating insight into detail with poise rarely found at the price Hyb 1893� 3 
4 Roksan DP3P 1,495 Dramatic and compelling, classical listeners should be ready to 'air conduct' when auditioning this player � _ ------'--- BS 1896 163 
4 Roksan Caspian 895 Solid, articulate, and fundamentally well-engineered player, but with some subtle low-level limitations e Hyb 169 
4 -:R,-ot _e _l R_C -cD--::-9-::7
""C
OBc::-X= 

___ -,3-::-75:---::-A combination of solid build, useful facilities and an attention grabbing sound make this a winner • BS 1897 163 
4 Sherwood CD-4030 R 180 Easy on the ear, smooth-sounding player, with limits set by the slightly soft, compressed quality- and messy facia BS !59 

-"-Sh-"e '-rw-"o'-'o"-d -=-CD'-1:__ ___ ___:1:.c, 1:.::0::.0 ---'-'-'A very neutral, even handed sounding player with a rather flat, lifeless sound. Beautiful construction 
Sony CDP-XESlO 180 Souped up CDP-XE500 which tells a rather bland and unengaging story 

--'•==---+-----':_.---'---,-- --+----=-=-BS 1899 163 
172 

4 Sony COP-XE900E 
.(l Sony COP-X3000S 
4 Teac 3450SE 

300 Refined and analytical disc scavenging tool, but there are some distinctive colourations making auditioning vital 159 
-:5

-::-
00:----:S_ho_ ebox format player, w1th looks to die for, and sw1tchable dig1tal filters to tweak the already excellent sound • BS 169 

200 For once a budget player where the gadgets take second place to respectable, budg_e t amplifier-friendly sonics !bit 166 
l--'-e'-ac'--C'-'0--5-'--------3=-= 5-=-0- "-Br-"igccht"-, b::.:. rc.:ee-='zy'-'a"'n "-d -"up=-:--beat- but short in the trouser department 

-=-Te:.::ac:.c..:.V.c.RD:..:S:._-7-'--------" 5.:.:99:___:_A::.::.Ith ou gh bold and outgoing, this player can sound both intrusive yet lacking in fine detail 
_____ e:c_ __ _:e ___ .o._:--'--'---B=-=S-=-1643 151 

Teac VROS-10SE 850 Superbly built and presented, but rather leaden bass, with an over-prominent and not ideally refined mid/top 
-=Te_a-:-c-cV _RD..,Sc:--2 -cS:-:-c=---1-'- , 3-'0- 0---'-A solid player in all respects combining powerful sound with state-of-the-art technology ___ _ 

Technics SL-PG480A __ _:1_ 40:__ _F.:..ul'-l d'-ri-"vi__.ng'-'s:.: o-=-un"'d'-', b:.:u. :..t s'-'o'-m -'--ew--'h"'at'- u'--n-'--ev-"-e'- n '-'in-"b- '-al -'-an"'ce"-w"- i_:_th-'a-'u'--n'-'su -"-bt'-le"-, -'-sli"'-gh--'tl"-y'-ha::.:.rs::.:.h--=t'-'op-'e'--nd"-
..:l.:. :ec:.::h.c.nic:.cs=-S=-=L'-'-P'-'S:..:.7_:_70:.:: 0 ___ _:2c ::.50::__:_H::!f!igh tech and well built technology battleship which smoothes the rough edges off the music 
Trichord Genesis 549 Breathed-on Pioneer is warm and mellifluous, but ultimately la£ks drive and authority. 
Trichord Revelation 799 Well-ordered and clean sound that may be a little too refined for some, images well 
Yamaha COX-390 130 Well endowed entry level unit, with inconsistent sound that can be harsh in extremis _____ _ 

Yamaha CDX-490 170 Big, blowsy sound, is undermined by lack of precision and focus 

• 
• 

• 
• 

BS 1769 155 
BS 169 
MB 1903 163 
!bit 
BS 

e --------=- -=-· __ Hyb 
• !bit 

!bit 
)bit 

4 Yamaha CD-X890 350 Clearly a quality product in every sense, the Yamaha provides a spacious, refined and tuneful account of the music • 
...... ..:... ...... .....:..� 

e BS 

!59 
172 
169 
166 
172 
!59 
166 

TRANSPORTS 

4 Arcam Delta 250 
Audiolab BOOOCOM 

800 Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on Philips CDM9 transport. Specification includes Sync Lock facility ,;,:•=--�--"'-----:--'=------ --=-14:.::.:. 91 130 
1,40Q_ Super-slick transport and basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail • • 162 

Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1,400 Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir DAC in Sessions) 
4 Audiomeca Mephisto 2,350 Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound 

_L _in_n _Ka_r _ik ______ -'1, _85_0_B_ased_Oil_early Lillll_transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing 
Meridian 500 _!,24� Used with the 563 DAC. the combination is thin, brash and uncomfortable 

4 PS Audio Lambda ___3,25_Q_ With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail 
Roksan Attessa ATT-DP3 1,295 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material 
Teac VROS-Tl __ 55�uperb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound (tested with 0-Tl) 
Theta Data Basic 11 � Uses a Philips CDM-9 Pro mechanism and works a treat with more lively DACs 
Thorens TCD2000 999 Lively and up-front presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble 

4 _!richord Digital Turntable 699 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank pertormer 
Wadia 8 3,195 Budget version of Teac's VROS mechanism in a fancy case; just too expensive for the performance on offer 
DACS 

.(l Arcam Black Box 50 480 Measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve for future upgrades 
Arcam Black Box 500 __ 7�ophisticated unit with sync lock and discrete DAC 
Audio Note DAC1 675 Oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer 
Audiolab BOOOOAC 900 Basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail __ __ _ 

Audiomeca Elixir 
Linn Numerik 

4 PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 

799 DAC was tested with Kreatura SE - see above 
1,500 A new 20-bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a bit dry and humourless 
2,590 With Lambda transport, the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail 

PS Audio Reference Link 4,550 Consolidates reputation of PS Audio for high performance digital electronics 
Roksan Attessa ATT-DA2/DS5 _1145_ Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material 
Teac D-Tl 

4 Teac 0-700 
Thorens TDA 2000 

500 
600 
700 

Teamed with VRDS-Tl for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed 
W1th P-700, the D-700 may lack the resolution, but 1s bubbly and entertaining 
Lively and up-front presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble 

4 Trichord Pulsar Series One 1,3�Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer. Switchable phase, dither etc 

• 
• • 
• • -- -
• • 
• • • 

• 
• 

MB 141 
1320 144 

- 1323 144 
- 1103 133 
- 1106 133 

!bit 162 
1325 144 

- 1494 130 
e I� ------- ---
e I� 

• • • 1495 130 

Hyb 1506 133 
BS 1519 136 

MB 127 
BS 162 
BS 141 
MB 1323 144 
MB 1106 133 
MB 1069 132 ---------------------
!bit 162 
BS 1325 144 

MB 120 
BS 162 

Hyb 162 

You must listen to OJ.!.U..!QO For details of your nearest stockist, 
� 01480 451777. Or visit the company's WorldWideWeb site- http://www.mission-cyrus.com 
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D
igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have 

yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market. At 

present there are three types to choose from: DAT (digital audio 

tape), MD (Mini Disc), and CD-R (CD Recordable). MD's claim to fame 

is its optical disc format, which offers instant track access and can't be 

worn out like a tape. DAT has been on the market for quite some time 

now, but has never really 'made if as a consumer medium due to the 

dearth of pre-recorded material. However it has begun to carve itself a 

niche in the top end of the market, repacing reel-to-reel as the audiophile's 

tape based medium. Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's 

PD-R05 machine attempting to set a trend. 

� Best buy 4 Recommended 

FORMAT: 1!Jle of recorder. see above for descriptions. 

IJoiCTYP[ DigilaltoanaiiJ&Ill!converlnr: BS- Philips Bitstream, 

MB - multibit. Hyb- hybrid of mullibit and bilslream techoolo!iies, 

!bit- si� bit types such as MASH. bilslream. PWM etc 

ADC TYP[ Ana�e ID d®tal convertnr types as per 11\Cs. 
PORTABU: Can be run off ba- but oot necessan� peoo1al 

stereo size. 
OPOCAI.IN/OUTPUTS: Digital socl<etJy for opOCal cable. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 

El£CTRICAL IIWUTPUTS: Digital socl<etJy for electrical cable. 

FACTSBACK HUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi·Fi Choice in which lhe ori�nal 

revie"oHappeared 

Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 
Pioneer POR-04 700 Scaled down version of the OS with auto level setting but all the socketry and features you need to make yo :.:u:.... r o::..cw::.: n-=C..::. O :._s ___ ___:C:.:O....:-R:......::.B :._S --=B..::.S_ -

,
-=•'-----•=-- --=1:.... 71=-

_:P.::io:.::n=ee::. r.::0-=-0:.:5
-:-::-

____ .:.90::0
.,----

Second generation 96kHz OAT recorder can offer startling realism with the right software - ie first generation OAT BS BS e e 1652 152 
Pioneer POR-05 1,000 CD recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 74 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality CO-R BS BS e e 1652 152 
Pioneer O-C88 State-of-the-art portable 96kHz OAT recorder, the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra country on the cheap OAT BS BS e e e 1431 ISO 

T 
here are a variety of different approaches to headphone 

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic 

drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models 

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back 

designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly 

open sound, but one can also hear external noise, of course. Closed-back 

designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to block out noise. 

ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer 

ear; and intra-aura Is (i�r) rest inside the ear itse�, a la personal stereos. 

For best results a separate headphone amplifier is recommended. 

� Best Buy 4 Recommended 

l'IPE: Operating pnnciple: D- dynamic, E -electrostatic. 
SIJPRA-AIJRAL Style wtm a flat pad presses on tr. outer ear. 
CIRCUMAURAI.: Style wh�h encloses tr. ear. 

OP£N MC«: Offers an OflOO sound but lets in noise. 

HEADPHONES 

CLOSED BACK: Keeps out external noise. 

WEIGHT (GJ: Mass in grams 

IMPEDANC£ (01: l.oi>:fafo"edlntr. headjto1e arTl& All else 
t.i"ll....,.l. tr.lo.Ye<tr. inpajancetr. kltxlertr. sanl fora!i'Jeo 

artlJiiOOroulp.Jl 

3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR: Can be used with mini-jack-equipped 

components such as peJSOnal stereos. 

FACTSBACK HUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE HUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 
4 AKG K1000 700 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs 0 e 270 120 99 
4 Audio Technica ATH910PRO 90 The closed back 910s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones 0 e e 280 40 55 

Beyer OTlOO 152 Rugged, modular professional design, but bass is woolly and treble lacks detail 0 --•=----"--•::.......:..3:.:5..::.0--=6.:.:00'"--- ___ _:.IS::..c 7_ 
Beyer DT311 57 Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered 'phone 0 e 124 40 e 1098 133 

4 Beyer OT331 �nally bright and deficient in bass, but exceptionally comfortable, articulate, detailed and refined 0 e 210 40 e 1801 157 
Beyer OT411 _6!l__ A reasonable but not very lhrilling headphone that doesn't really o'-ff-'-er __ e'-' n.:.: ou"'g'-- h .:cat...:.th.:.:e...cp...:.ric:..:e ____ _____ .:. O_-=•--

:
--�� -'-- ---'l:.: 2.:.0_:.25'-'0'-- - - ----=-ll:..: l_ 

4 Beyer OT511 117 Superb midband clairy and speed slightly at odds with soft bass. High tingle factor even so 0 e 200 250 172 
4 Beyer OT531 135 A good buy for serious, heavy-duty music making 0 e 245 250 144 
4 Beyer DT911 235 Probably too revealing for many head phone amp-' s,

_
th
_

e
_
se_ a_re_ v_e-'-ry _s _ub_tl _e _an_d _fi _ne-'-, _if _ex-'-pe_n_si _ve_ c
_

a _ns _______ D ___ e __ ___ 2_7.,.. 5 _25_0 _____ 11_1_ 
Oenon AH-0550 80 A competent 'phone with integrity, but little panache or charisma. Hard headband causes brain strain 0 e e 200 35 e 1801 157 
Oenon AH-0750 130 Loud and gutsy, meaty bass, good with rock and dance. Can sound thick and clumsy 0 e e 250 30 e 172 
Grado SR-40 45 Cheap and nasty appearance largely redeemed by cheerf-'u"-'1,-=u"-p-..::.be:..:a:_ t ::..:so..::.un-"d'-. V-"e '-'ry-=c ..:..om.:..f..:..ort..:..a..:: .b-=.le ________ ..::.0 _-=•--- -'-•'---- - ---'1:.:2 :._0 ---=3..: :.2---=•'---------=.17-=2-
Grado SR-80 100 Clear, open and dynamic with pedantically open mid-b:.:a...:.nd:c . .:.C - =ru.:.de'-' p:. ::h'-'ys::.:ic. ::.al-=d.::.:es"'ig"'n'-', r.:.:ou'-"g "-h ...:.fre::.. :qc:ue:cn

:""
cy'-'e"'xt'-'re: : .:m-=.e=-s ----

-:
'o --=•'-----:---

--=
60

':
----
=

8 ---=·=---=-18
:
.
:

0
C:

I--'-15
:-:

7-
4 Grado SR-225 200 Warn, darkly-coloured tonally and ultimately lacking in clarity, but true to the spirit of the music if not the letter 0 e 200 32 1883 163 
4 Jecklin Float Model 1 79 While very unusual in appearance, the Floats g1ve remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price 0 400 200 55 
4 Jecklin Float Model 2 99 Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in the long term, despite lack of adjustment 0 400 200 63 

JVC HA-0910 65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations e e 220 32 e 121 
JVC- HA-W60 49 �rkably lack of interference and hiss makes adc.:e2qu:..:a::.:te_:s.::.:ou:::.n..::.d ..:..se'-' e"'m-'e--'ve::.:n-=b.:.:ett::.::e:....r t::.:ha::.cn:..:it'-'i"-s ________ .:___•-=-,--

,--
---'•'------'1:.:6:._5 ....::.II.:.:R--=•'---------=.17-=--2 

Kenwood KH-1000 20 First step-up from a true mini: a near miniature which is cheap, comfortable and inoffensive 0 e 30 32 e 121 
Maxell HP-3000 30 Solid, smooth-sounding supra-aural headphone, but congested and undynamic. Includes in-lead controls 0 e 120 32 e 1099 133 
Precide Ergo Model 2 _!40�as much of the spaciousness and detachment of the Float from which it is derived, but has a coarse m_ id--/t-' op __ --=--

4 Philips SBC 3396 70 Remarkably a1ry for closed-back designs. Fine tonal balance, p unchy delivery. Amazing for money 
Philips SBC HP900 90 Sharper, snappier mid range than 3396 initially impressive but blows the balance and listenability 
Ross RDH-300CD 17 In-lead controls are the highlights of this shoddy, sometimes aggressive-sounding design 
Sennheiser IS 380 ___J;S As close as you'll get to real hi-li with IR phones at this price. Inevitable hiss spoils the il--'lu-'-si..:..on ___ _ 

4 Sennheiser HO 455 55 Inoffensive, if nondescript sound, modular, but can become dislodged from head 
Sennheiser H0:...4cc7.:5 ___ _:8�ant, uncluttered sound and very comfortable but lean bass saps satisfaction 

4 Sennheiser HO 545 125 Fine all rounder that takes all styles of music in its stride. Ear-clamping headband 
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• 

380 100 1892 163 
• 255 32 • 172 
• 200 32 • 172 
• 155 8 • 133 
• 192 1/R • 172 

185 60 • 1801 157 
120 60 • 172 
255 ISO e 172 
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HEADPHONES (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T T T 

4 Sennheiser HD 565 Ovation 150 Wide bandwidth design which is refined, expressive and extremely comfortable D e e 
• • 

D e 

255 150 • 
260 n/a 

1801 157 
1898 163 
1801 157 
1901 163 

Sennheiser HE 60/HEV70/UK 998 Very nearly a superb electrostatic, with an achingly pure midband. but top end is sibilant and edgy 
Sony MDR-CD770 100 Neutrality and comfort make the Sony easy to live with. Technically correct-�unding too, yet musically unrewarding • • 

e 325 32e 4 Sonr MDR-CD1700 199 Astonishingly detailed, uncoloured and free of the usual artefacts from a sealed back head phone. Tremendous value D e 
Sony MDR-Fl 100 Natural, easy-going sound teamed with great looks and comfort. Shame about the lightweight bass D e e 300 12 e 
Technics RP-DJ1200 �nctional design with head-pulping bass and muggy tonal balance. Good job they're sweat-proof D e e 230 32 e 

172 
172 

1902 163 4 Stax Lambda Nova Basic �efined, articulaiB, yet with real presence- and_a_ notable bargain by electrostatic standards E • • 347 n/a 
Technics RP-HT100 

Vivanco IR5800 

4 V"IVanco SR650 
4 ViVInCo SR750 

Vivanco IR7100 

70 Well-finished but physically crass and grubby sounding 

Sll__ Consistently musical and easy going. Doesn't reach for sonic heights so hiss is less bothersome 

50 Unusually comfortable 'phone with excellent detail resolution but aggressive, thanks to tweeter resonance 

60 Cossetting physical design, attractive sound an pricing, though suffers ovemang and lacks ultimate dynamics 

120 Infra-red phones that work well but suffer from the limitations of the medium ie compression and hiss (Sessions) 

_ __:D
_--'-·� e 
D e 1/2 

D e e 
D e e 

• 

255 • 1801 157 
226 1/R e 172 � ---- -
175-- � ___@1 �7 
188 - • 1801 157 
265 

Vivanco Cyberwave FMH3000 8Q_ The only cordless headphone that offer genuine walkabout freedom. But it sounds like a cheap FM tuner 
D e 
D e e 210 FM e 

149 
172 

[Zj SE 1\11\1 HE IS EA HEADPHONES ARE THE ESSENTIAL ACCESSORY! 
To find your nearest dealer, call 2 (01494) 551551. And don't miss Sennheiser's Web site on the Net- http://www.sennheiser.com 

A
s the last item in the hi-fi chain, tlhe loudspeaker is merely the 

slave of what has gone before; it is only as good as the signal 

it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions introduced by 

loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be the most obvious. 

The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive 

units behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple electrical 

circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. The designer's primary 

for a given electrical input) against the bass extension (how low it goes), 

for the given box size. 

Subwoofers augment the bass and come in passive and amplified active 

form. They are less sensitive to placement than regular speakers. 

Best Buy � Recommended 

SIZE WlltxD (cm), Width by height by depth in centimetres. 

FLOORSTANDER, As opposed to requiring a dedicated stand. 

SENSITMIY (dllfN), Efficiency, how much V<Jume yoo get for a 

�ven input; the higher the louder. 

IMPEDANCE (!1), Measured in Ohms impedaoce rt is a measure 

of how hard a loudspeaker is to drive, the klwer the number the 

more iJOI"lfful the am�ffier needs to be. 

BASS FROM (Hz), The lowest trequeocy that a speaker can 

reproduce. based oo in-room measurements. 

FREE SPACE, Speakers sl'oold be �aced away from walls. 

CLOSE TO WAlL �is recommended that these speaO!rs be 

placed cklse (between 3 and 12cm) to the rear wall. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The reference for ordering a tax copy of the 

rev1ew. Use the contents page to find the Factsback page. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS 
Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T T 

4 Acoustic Energy AE109 

Acoustic Energy AE120 

350 Lots of mass-loaded twin-driver speaker for the money, especially for loud, driving bass 18,90,25 
500 Attractive presentation and good sonic headroom, but a heavy, uneven overall balance. and a difficult amp load too 18,98,28 

• 88 25 • 
25 • 

1904 164 
170 

Acoustic Precision Eikos FR1 800 
ATC SCM20 l ,599 

Lightweight single cone design with state-of-the-art midrange resolution, speed and imaging (Statements) 

Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 

17.4,25,28 
24,44,31 
18,94,21 
38,58,25 
�6,84,28 

• 89 
86 
83 8 

65 • 172 
28 • 86 

4 Audio Gem Emerald 

4 Audio Note AN-J/D 

4 Audio Note AN-E/0 

�io Physic Tempo 

AVI Positron 

4 B&W DM302 
4 B&W DM601 

4 B&W DM602 

4 B&W 305 

� B&W603 
B&W P4 

4 B&W CDM1 

B&W CDM7 

4 B&W Matrix 805 V 

4 B&W Matrix 804 

4 B&W Matrix 80153 

B&W Nautilus 

Cadence ES 

4 Castle lsis 

Castle Severn 2 

Castle Avon 

4 Castle Harlech 

4 Castle Howard S2 

4 Celestion A1 

Cerwin-Vega VS10 

Chario Syntar 100 

4 Dali 1048 

4 Oali 606 

4 Dynaudio Applause 50 

HT-FT CHOICE 

540 
930 

Pretty compact floorstander with lively if lightweight sound • 87 6 
93 

40 • 1905 164 
25 • l!O 

_1,520 
1,999 
900 
ISO 
200 
300 
350 
500 
675 
600 

1,000 
1,095 
1,69� 
3,995_ 
35,000 

Light damping and local unevenness add some colouration, but don't spoil the speaker 
Coherent, dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but ugly! 
Tall and unusually-styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning 

e 94 20 • 106 
- 22,107,47 

17.5,25,7784 
19,32,22 

20.5,35.5,23 
�9,31 

22,87,31 
23.5,88,29 

• 88 8 28 • • 1344 143 
Surted to smaller rooms, this 'mini-floorstander' is capable of great precision and delicacy, but in a rather small scale way 

Highly competent and neutral all rounder; clever Prism enclosure 

• 85 6 40 • 174 ---
88 45 • 1778 156 

Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 

Prefers tall stands and space, but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension 

Ridged paper cone gives lively sound, clev�ox, but a little uneven 

Squat floorstander with decent dynam1cs and well-judged, restrained balance; bass could go deeper 

Strikes a nice balance between all-out studio monitor sound and bass-filled crowd pleaser (tested in Sessions) 20,81,25.6 
Gorgeous stand-mount delivers unusually good bass for its size 22,38,28 
A combination of serious welly and physical elegance, a basic lack of midband smoothness rather let the side down 22,97,29 
Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration 33,33,21 
A great all-rounder which combines exceptional bass extension with fine sensitivity 26,96,26 
Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force 44,100,56 
Radical design results in one of the finest loudspeakers available. Active x-over needs 4 power amps (Statements) _ 42,105,90 

88 
90 

• 89 
• 89 
• 88 

88 
• 90 4 

87 8 
• 88 
• 87 
• 87 

30 • 1779 156 
30 ' • 1654 152 
40 • 1908 164 
45 • 170 
50 • 156 
30 • 1818 160 
22 • 174 
30 • 98 

-=-20'----'-·� 167 
20 • 81 
10 • 166 

3,500 Hybrid electrostatic/dynamic design from India that excels with classical material (Statements) - 33,108,37 
17, 35.5,21 

�.25 
22,91,28 
20,96,33 

• 91 8 35 • 1798 157 
250 A great miniature at a very competitive price. Sound is lightweight but very coherent, with a fine overall balance 

580 Carbon fibre cone gives lovely, subtle midband but treble is a bit dull and bass a bit thumpy; lovely cabinetwork 

730 Lovely box and lovely voices from carbon-fibre composite cone 

880 Handsome big-sounding floorstander, great value and dynamic midrange 

__l,2_QQ__ Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid-back balance 
899 Rich, wann and laid-back, but a true quality sound; lovely build 
350 
250 

Not all that refined but ballsy as heck, these rock boxes have no shortage of gung-ho 
Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or exciting sound around 

Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame abou! bland styling and dull balance 

87 8 45 • 170 
• 87 
• 85 8 
• 88 8 

26,104,41_. 90 8 
�35 88 6 
�70,29 • 95 
�.27 87 

22,86,27 • 93 

30 
22 
28 
40 
25 
37 
45 
28 

• 174 
1909 164 
1820 160 
1078 132 
1910 164 
1758 155 

370 
400 
577 

A big brUiser at a tempting pnce, Dall's 'no-frills' 606 sounds refined and polite, but also packs some punch 

This compact stand-mount doesn't look big, but sound quality can match many models at twice the price 
22,97,3_2_. 91 
20,33,25 86 

25 
30 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

170 
1657 152 

174 
174 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Produd Price(£) Comments ,.. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

4 Dynaudio Contour 1.8 __!,842 Wondertul voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact box 21,95,29 • 85 20 • 167 
139 Electrofluidics Sonolith 2.2xi 

�po�S12 
5,9�1ymer concrete cabinet with aluminium cones produces world class imaging and very serious bass (Statements) _38,95.42.5 
500 High quality luxury stand-mount has great midband and stereo imaging 20,38,25 

• 86 4 n/a • 
45 • 

4 Epos E$1'-4'----------=-6-=-75=- Substantial stand-mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control 
85 8 

23,49,29 __ 8�7- 25 • 
1823 160 

98 
1629 151 Epos ES22 1,185 Elegant floorstander with 'safe' balance that can be enlivened with the right cable and energetic material (Sessions) �8,25 e 87 58 • 

Epos ES25 __ __:c1," 65 '-'5'---"Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance 
Faraday Siren 445 High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination ___ __ _ 

:=
Ga:.:le=-2i

--
:
--:=

----.:.,14 :.:0 __ U:.:n:.:cspc.:e.:::ct::::ac:.: u:.:la'-r s:.: o.::un:.:dc::ac::nd=-a'-'p"'-pe:.: ac:.:rance fail to help this solid little miniature stand out from the crowd 
Gll lmagio IC130 500 Lots of speaker for the money, but sound is decidedly dull and shut in 
Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 699 Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update 

24,90,35 --=·=--:c:88.___"----_,2:::_2 ___:::. 1346 143 
25,27,46. __ _...90.___.__� 48 • 94 
22,40,27 88 40 • 170 

_22,112,29 • 88 20 �- .J!l24 160 
19,30,18 82 10 80 • 66 

4 Heybrook Prima 159 fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight _1QJ9,18 - �7- _50 • 110 
_o::He:<y::::br:.:o.:::ok.:..:Hc.:e"-yl:.:ett::.:e=----�269 Attractive traditional-style near-miniature has fine bass-to-mid integrity, but dull and shut-in top end 19.5,30,20 89 45 • 

4 Heybrook Heylios 389 Great all-round pertormance in a pretty package at a sharp price 24,36,27 87 25 • 
170 
164 

1658 152 Heybrook Heylo 439 Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought 23,73,19 • 88 30 • 
4 Heybrook Quartet 649 Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 24,41,22 90 48 • 

• 
• 

122 
174 
102 

Heybrook Ultima 650 Has the bass wallop to justify its dual hi-li/home cinema roles, but didn't get our listeners particularly excited 22,97,29 • 89 45 
4 Heybrook Sextet 1,299 Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness _1�.90,20 • 88 25 

_1nfi_nity Reference 1i 150 Although not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value 
-=-1-=- a"- m-'-o "-BX-'1"- 00.:...A ____ _ 350 A cracking output for their size, these rock boxes can be a bit bright but have decent bass 

Ja:.cm:.:.:o:.:.:C:.:.:Ia:.:.s:c-sic-'-8-'------- 400 A lot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom 'n tizz character sounded crude 
Jamo 477A _ 5()()__J'ery prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price 

20,34,20 89 50 • 1403 148 
�54,28 ___ 9_ 1_ 40 • 1758 155 
�0,29 • 90 28 • 1659 152 
_!2_.77,28 • 88 4 40 • 1549 138 

...: l :=a:.::m.::_o.::_50:.:7 .:..:A_
,--

___ _____:7c::O .::_O_ ...:=Exceptionally imaginative styling keeps the front view super slim yet still packs a punch. Glass top is a neat extra tou� 22,94,37 _e 88 3 40 • 174 
Jamo Concert 8 ___ __.1,3'-'0-'- 0 __ Employing a die cast magnesium cone with a charming open and detailed midband (Statements) 24:._ · :::, 5, :.:38:.::,3 :.:1 __ __:9:._0_____:c__:. :3:._8__:e ::._ _ _:_18:.:2:.::2_1:.:6:.:0 

4 JBLLX2'--------'2:.:5-=.0_ Lively and invigorating, if a touch crude, this good-hearted speaker reproduces music with considerable enthusiasm�0,27 ___ 8:.:7_ 40 • 170 

4 JBLL20 700 Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 26,42,28 86 30 e 1550 138 
JBL SVA1500 700 A distictive Pro-style bi-radial horn tweeter, and the sound is quite a lot of fun, enlivened(?) by a juicy bass thump _17.5,51,31 86 40 • 

4 JBLL40 1,0� Classic, large, stand-mount 3-way is full of vim and vigour, with a superb sense of balance �65, 31 88 23 e 
174 
167 

4 JBL L90 1,500 A classic monitor which communicates with gusto and enthusiasm, though it can sound a bit crude __24,94,35 _ _,e::._c::9c.:.1__:::___:2:.:3 e 1348 143 

4 Jordan Watts JH400 565 Piano-finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid _______ 28,38,21 86 8 50 e 106 
4 JPW Min:.::i_c:_M:.:o:.::ni:.: to-'- r ___ _ 60 Ultra-cheap miniature works wellrn a limited way 18,27,17.5 86 8 50 e 1781 156 

4 JPW Gold Monitor 80 More informative than Mini Monitor - but fiercer too ______ .::18::: ,2:.:7._,,1= 7. 5 __ 86 _ 50 e 1782 156 

4 JPW Ml510 140 Lots of good-quality speaker for the price, but not an ideal match for cheap budget components _:::: 20::: ,3:..: 4.<:: ,2=-2 __ --=:88:___:___::::50 e ___ _::16::_9 

4 JPW Ml1010 400 A seriously substantial speaker for the price, and� obvious choice for those who like their music loud E .5,115.4_:_ 0_e::.__:9:.:1_ ::.__:2:.:5_ -=•'---- 170 
-=-J-'-PW:c_;.:.R:.:_u"-'by'--1'-----------'-400 Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance 19,32,21 _87_ _55 • 1572 139 

4 JPW Ruby 4 1 ,O_Q9_ Twin metal-cone main drivers improve the dynamic pertormance and bass extension, with little sacrifice in focus preci� si :::on:..._:2
-?
2,'C-94,:c,2
:,:

6:__---=•:__
�
88::__.:c---=:25 :___.::•:__-,-

-:-:::-:-
_:1

�
7 4 

4 KEF Coda 7 130 Lovely open voice reproduction. but bass could be !auter; build tougher --"18::.:,3:::0:::. ,2:::_3 __ __:8:.::_ 8___c:..__o5::_0 �-1 _783 � 
4 KEF Cod a 8 190 Outstandingly well-balanced, bass is deep but a little vague ____ _ _:_20:::, , 3:.: 2::: . 5:.:: , 2:.:9 __ __:8 :._6 __:c___:2:._ 8 ___ _:_1:.:78 :.:4_1::5:.:6 

KEF Coda 9 �neven budget 3-way floorstander with poor bass definition _ 20,86,28 _ _: •:__:.:8:._9__:::__:.:3 �0__:e::._ _ _:_1 :.::78 ::5_ 1::5:.: 6 
KEF ROM One _ 500 Cute and tiny, nice mid band but lack of bass warmth and weight _ 23,30.24 88 _70 ___ • 164 
KEF Reference Model 2 _1,599 Classy, large floorstander that has massive headroom and clean mid-to-treble, but limited deep bass for size �3.34 e 89 30 e 167 

4 Kelly KT3 _1,20Q_ Super high sensitivity, this hefty floorstander sacrifices smoothness to dynamic realism - to very good etfect 25,95,36 e 95 4 28 e 174 
4 KeSwick

=--
A

-
ud

_
i
_
o

-
Ar

-
ia

_
ll_ 

379 Confident and dynamic sound, if a little crude and shu.:._t ::.:in_____ 21,42,24 89 8 20 • 1405 148 
4 Keswick Aud- �io,_ T :.:o ::ri::.:no:__ __ .:.:99 ::9 _ _:Good value, lively contender with distinctive shape and styling. Goes loud and deep but could be smoother �· 93,28 • 90 4 20 • 167 
4 �h Passive 750 Stunning timing and coherence, and awesome ba,...s:._s :.:dr:.::_ ive.._____ �.83,28 e 87 4 _ 22 ____ • __ 1_ 55 _2 _13_ 8 
4 linn Kaber Passive 2,000 Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving ·c-cc-

=
:-:-c----c---:=20

�
,9=:.: 0.0:,2'.::8

c:-
_ •=-_:8'

C-
7
=

4c:---'2:.:5 __ -=•---=1=18 
living Voice Airscout 19,500 You want dynamics? Get a horn, get a very, very good horn. This is a very, very good horn. Tested with RW24 horn sub 62.5,115,57_ c::e:__1:.-0cc 4__: _ _:_60. .___, e :__ ___ _:1:::6:._ 3 
living Voice Air Partner S 37,200 Outstanding transparency and dynamics from remarkably solid and fast meg� 64,160,90 e 108 40 e 138 
...::.:M.:::er.::id:.::ia :.::nc::O:::S=-- P6'-'0:.::.0:::_0 __ __:9.4.QQ_ Sophisticated digital design, with a wide-ranging, refined and detailed sound. Has on-board amplification �133,43 e 35 � _ _1226 140 

4 Mission 731 PRO 140 Cautious balance makes a fine match with budget equipment. A classy baby for smaller rooms 17.5,31.5,20 -
::---:

8
::

.9_:c-_:5�5 __ _:•�-- �16�9 
4 Mission 733i 330 New tweeter gives this floorstander a more open sound; a good all-rounder that doesn't sound as big as it looks 20.5,88,30 e 88 8 45 e 170 
4 Mission 752 Freedom 580 A beautifully judged compromise in the art of combining presentation with a decent sound, and a lively midbanc!._lQ,90,25 e _!l9 _ 8 __ 4_5 _e ___ 1_7_4 
4 Mission 753 Freedom 798 Great styling. New, more restrained tweeter reveals fine midband dynamics __ __ _ ___ _ _::2:!1,:.:90:.:: ,3:.:1 __ •=--=8::.:9'--_,_ _ 4:::.0'--.-=• ___ --=-:.16=--4 

Mission 754 Freedom 5 1,298 Tall but exceptionally elegant floorstander gives fine midband pro;ection; goes loud but limited deep bass for size --�_;111,31 _•::._...:8:.::8c___:._____ 4,:::0c__-=•:__ ___ :.::_1:.:_67 
Monitor Audio Monitor 3 400 An exceptionally discreet floorstander; sonically uneven, it's capable of fine result:..s :::_if:::_us:.:e:. _d ::.:in.:-a_:s,_ .ym'. '! p ::a::. :th.:.:et::ic.:-s!..::ys::.:te::. :mc___:1:::6:::.,9_:.1.=-21::____:•::__:. ::.88::__:__:.::_30::_ _ _ _: e ::._ _ _____:1�7� 0 

4 Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 600 Good-looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely midrange, but occasionally edgy 22,35,26 89 45 e 1661 152 
4 Monitor Audio 702PMC 700 A good all-round stand-mount with that intimate midband focus which seems the preserve of metal cone main drivers 20,40,25 87 30 • 174 
4 Monitor Audio MA703 PMC 800 Lovely but pricey floorstander has up-front, coherent 'shiny' sound �9, 27 e 88 50 • 1826 160 

1349 143 Monitor Audio Studio 12 
4 Mordaunt-Short MS10i 
4 Mordaunt-Short MS30i 

Mordaunt-Short Pert 860 

1,QQQ._ A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price 
140 
275 

Up front, bouncy and a whole lot of fun 
Slightly shut-in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communicatio""n ___ _ 

1,895 Although a very neutral loudspeaker it can, with the right ancillaries, pack a serious punch (Statements) 

____11_92,20 • 90 28 • 
18.5,30.5,20 

�3.28 
86 8 50 
90 8 28 • 

26,86,35 • 90 35 • 

• 1789 156 
1662 152 
1367 146 

Musical Technology Kestrel SE 300 
4 Musical Technology Condor I ,000 
4 Musical Technology Harrie_r _400 
4 Nairn lntro 660 

Brighter and drier-sounding than the standard Kestrel (and not the better for it) -,-,-,--
,..---,

---.:2
:::
0-':,8:::,4.

'
C-

19c-__:•:__-:c84
:
--=-_:.::_50� __:•�----'1� 6::: 4 

Lots of clever ideas in a compact floorstander, which places transparency and smoothness ahead of dynamic drama 25,91.23 e 85 28 e 174 
Very pretty package, good measured pertormance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics li� __ 25,80,23 e � ___ 25 e 1663 152 
Great dynamic range and into retrieval, but thin, lacks warmth �9 ,27 _ __,.:..._:8::.:9__,.___� 30:.___:. 164 

4 Nairn SBL Passive � Lively and punchy - smoother but more upfront than before 27,89,27 • 88 6 25 -- -=-·---=-13:.:: 5 ::.__2 __:_ 14=3 
4 Neat Mystique 

Neat l'8tlle 11 
575 
745 

Elegant compact floorstander has good all-round sound and value 20,85,18 e 84 8 25 e 1827 160 
Compact design now utilising ribbon tweeter with a fine sense of timing and surprising musicality (tested in Sessions) 20,30,18 86 8 33 e 160 

_N'--e'--a.c.t P'-- e---ti.c.te _l.c.I/G_ r_av_it_ as ___ 2,0� Beautifully presented miniature/subwoofer combo with rib� tweeter gives smooth, laid-back s _ _,o.::un.:.:d _____ .:.:23= ,105,40 e 85 25 e 167 
4 NHT SuperOne 358 A fine compromise between size and pertormance, though sensitivity and loudness capability is modest 18.5,29.5,23_ 85 _c._ c..30=-----'•=----------=1"-70 

Origin live Conqueror _1,650 Chunky floorstanding 3-way has lovely cabinetwork and lively sound, but limited deep bass 24,94,27 e 88 30 e 167 
Pink Triangle Ventrical 999 If you are after Qua�ctrostatic-type transparency but can't afford the price. (Sessions) 15,80,32 86 11 e 142 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 

4 PMCTBl 
4 PMC LBl 

PMC ABl 
4 Pofk LS50 

Polk RT16 
Polk LS70 
Proac Response 2.5 

4 QLN Qubic 222 
QLN Signature 

4 Quad ESl-63 

410 Superb transparency, subtle laid-back sound, well worth seekrng out 
935 Delightful smoothnes� transparency, though bass and treble are both limited 

1,496 Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room 
800 No enthusiast tweaks here, but powert� beautiful balance 
800 Bass rich, lively and powertul, but suspect top end; big and not very pretty 

1,2� High sensitivity, but bala_nce has too much midbass boom; mid-top is laid back 
2,700 For aspirant high-enders looking for seriously good conventional boxes, this speaker should be first port of call 

___ .::40:.:0_ Ugly but good value floorstander with loads of bass and a smooth b� 
_l.O(lQ_ Attractive pyramidal stand-mount with heavy, laid- back balance but remarkably unboxy sound; superb stereo 
_3 .. � Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without 

4 Rega Kyte 198 Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative 
4 Rega El8 _ 298 Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence 
4 Rega ELA Mk 11 498 Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 
4 Rega XEl _1.040 Looks and sounds great balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timin _g __ _ 

20,40,31 
18,53,25 

�9,43 
27,83,29 

22,105,39 
31,94,37 

22,107,25 
21,87,29 
27,37,36 
66,93,27 

�9 
_!7,72,20 

30,80,20 

87 45 • 
89 33 • 
89 22 • 

• 89 8 25 • 
• 91 22 • 
• 90 22 • 

1830 160 
110 
114 

1155 138 
1831 160 
1084 132 

_ ._
-:c
86 _,.... -�3�0 _. ___ 1457 149 

• 88 25 • 1832 160 
• 83 25 
• 86 34 - -�----

87 50 

• 
• 

• 
• 86 8 55 • -----
• 87 8 40 • 

167 
60 

114 
122 

1578 139 

4 Rehdeko RK 115a 1,700 Single-driver system has limited bandwidth and obvious coloration, but wondrous dynamic and temporal coherence 
20,82,30 • 89 40 • 1083 132 
34,42,27 ---,:95:--8:---:-55:---�•--cc 

167 
4 Revolver Beretta 100 Great bass for the price, a b1t cnude further up 19,35,22 87 8 _45 __ �·-1�79-'-' 0�1--'- 5'-6 
4 Revolver-=C

�
o"-lt _____ .::13:.:9 __ Ac.g.,o:.:_od:_a:_ll:...:_·ro.under. if a little bland, and excellent valu�money 

Revolver 250 250 A nice price for a floorstander, but over-bright sound balance has potentially fatiguing consequences 
30,19,22 88 6 48 • 1407 148 

21,85.5.25 • 87 8 22 • 170 
Revolver 260 350 A no-nonsense presenter of rock with plenty of dynamics, not too:':re::.cf :: :ine :.. :d:...o(=te ::cst::::ed=-:.:i::..n ::.cSe:.: s :::sio::.cn:::cslc,-

..,....,.
-,------=2:.:1:::.5'::-,9-'-'1."'6' ::.c30'--=•c,-::.c89'--=6--'40 e 1731 154 

RMS Revelation Series 1 1,300 Innovative metal-box compact with integral porVstand- clean with good timing but very laid-back balance �4 � � _2_2 _ . _____ 1'-'6'-7 
4 Rogers lSl _ __:1 .:..:49_ High grade miniatu _re__ __ --� �-� 20,20,30 87 ____ • __ _:1_ 40-'-' 8-'-14"-3 
4 Rogers d8101 250 Style par excellence, this shapely sub-miniature is fast and agile but lightweight and forward, great voices; lacks bass 20,26,20 88 45 e 170 
4 Rogers Studio 3 499 Pricey LS3/5A derived miniature, excitingly coherent if lightweight, can't go loud 19,30,16 85 30 e 118 
4 Rogers LS3/5A ___ 6 _99_ Clever AB! stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/SA monitor give its best shot 19,31,17 e 82 12 45 e 1354 143 
4 Rogers Studio 5 699 Luxury finish bookshelf-size model has genuine monitoring capabilities 25,25,48 ---,8.,. 9_8_-,-

40 � •-� �1�55�6�1� 3_8 
4 Rogers Studio 7 899 Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid-back sound 20,63,30 90 30 e 122 
4 Rog;s C6/U ___!_J 99 Large floorstander with carbon-fibre tweeter. Sounds much better than it looks, especially through the midband 25,103,29 e 88 20 � _ --�16_ 7 

Roksan ROKone 
4 Roksan Ojan 3 Black 
4 Roksan OJ3X Black 
4 Royd Minstrel 
4 Royd Doublet 
4 Royd The Sorcerer 

Royd Abbot 
Ruark Sceptre 

4 Ruark Talisman 11 
4 Ruark Crusader 
4 Ruark Equinox 
4 SO Acoustics SD3R 
4 SO Acoustics SOS 

SO Acoustics SOlE 
4 Sequence 400 

___ 5.._9-'-5- Large stand-mount is musically very communicative if a little colou.'-'re:.::d_______ 21,45,33 89 30 1834 160 
795 Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat unev_ e_n ,...ba_la_nc_ e

-c-::-
--:--,-- _2:c:8-':,7c:' 6,.,.46:-----::- • 88 2

20
0 • 1082 132 

__ ___:_99:..:5 _ _ 1nnovative low-line, 2-way floorstander with decoupled tweeter; great bass and fine dynamic range 28,79,46 e 84 e 167 
275 Not much wellie or loudness but fine coherence and timing, a -:-bi_t b_ r�ig.._ht_____ 18,69,12 86 30 e 1167 135 
485 Great value compact floorstander, lively and very informative. 1f a little uneven 18,93,19 e 90 4 28 e 1835 160 

� Extremely musical and communicative speaker that's fun to listen to. Aesthetics could use improvin ... g .._th-'-ou"'g.._ h ___ 2:..:0-",3-'-1'-,1-'-8 -----"8-'-6----'8 _ _ ---,-'3= 5- .-----13-9 
695 Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward tialance 20,81,30 e 90 43 e 118 
600 Graceful 'traditional' cabinetwork with classy veneer and shiny gilt fixings, hampered by a rather wayward sound balance 21,38,31 
749 Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence 

1,600 Elegant luxury 3-way with wondertully even-handed, if rather laid-back balance 
1,849 The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture 
649 New SD3 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensitivity 

1,549 Bass suspect but forward midband is delightfully smooth. Has ribbon tweeter 
� Two-part design with four rear firing bass drivers that has vibrancy, transparency and energy (Statements) 

330 Clever hang-on-wall panel is well voiced, though bass isn't too great 

23,84,32 
� I 

25,88,34 
20,38,30 

�0,30 
25,120,40 
25,100,7 

_---:8
::_
7 __::__:_ 40:__.::_. _ 17 4 

• 88 30 • 118 ----------
• 85 22 • 167 
• 88 -"45 :.__..::_. _ __:1:::2::.:27�1::..:4.::_0 

87 25 • 106 
• 88 8 30 • 1081 132 -- -- -----� 
• 90 6 25 • 159 

86 8 45 --·'--- 164 
Shahinian Arc 1,875 Occasionally wondertul small floorstanding omni; bright_! ut coherent and revealing 35,69,25 88 24 e 110 
Silverado Raider 695 Beautifully built audiophile compact, neutral if bright, tough work for amps 20,40,25 83 30 e 164 
Sonus Faber Concerto 1,098 Beautiful Italian bookshelf design with superb midrange but limited loudness capabilities (Statements) 22.5,36,34 87 45 165 
Spender 2020 399 Utilising an oval drive unit in a stylish cabinet, this is a neutral design with AV inclinations (tested in Sessions) -�,34,26 87 e 1756 155 

4 Spendor 2030 599 Discreet slimline floorstander with delicately coherent, laid-back sound 18,89,27 e 87 30 e 1836 160 
Tangent Monitor 5 80 An uneven pertormer best suited to small rooms and generous volume levels 17.5,27,18 83 55 e 169 

4 Tangent Monitor 9 !50 Budget floorstander that can motor when the mus1c demands w1th a solid bass but occasionally raw treble 19.5,75.5,22.5 e _lQ_ ..§_ �5 _ e 165 
4 Tannoy Mercury M2 __ 14Q__ A fme all-rounder with big box and deep bass for the price ; could be sweeter and lighter__ 20.5,38,28 _ .E_ � 25 e 169 
4 �y Mercury M3 230 Good-looking fine value floorstander is very neutral and evenhanded, with fine m1dband but weak dynamics and drive 20.5,87 ,28 �-87 7 20 e 170 
4 Tannoy 0300 1,000 Gorgeous-looking compact floorstander. And a fine all-round pertormer too 16-24,85,23 e 87 26 e 167 

Tannoy 0500 1,999 Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps _2)�,34 � _91_ � _1Q � _ 1355 143 
4 Tannoy �tminster TW � These awesome horn-loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive large e 99 38 e C93 

TDl RTL2 280 Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid-back balance 20,73,22 87 25 � _ ____!!!� 
4 TDl RTL3 400 Bargain-price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale 20,90,37 • 90 8 25 e 126 
4 TOL RTL3SE 450 A touch of boom'n'tizz might be to taste, but this is a lot of box for the money, with floor-shaking bass capabilities � .39 �9 � e 174 

TDL T-Une!_ 700 Plenty of bass and treble, but broad midb�s rather repressed 20,97,38 � _86 _ _1Q � _ 164 
4 TDL Studio� 899 Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver 

Technics SB-M20 200 Well-balanced with natural perspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a bit boxy and uneven 
23,77,34 � 8�6_8 _20 _. - __ 11_8 

_::.:20"',3""2,::.:23'---�70 50 • 1413 148 
_T:.::e:::ch:.:.: nc.:: ic=- s-=-SB::.·c.cM:.::5"'00:__ _ __ 4:.=5.::.D_..:.This model offers a clean, open sound, offset by midbass, heavy balance and low se . .::n:::sit:.:.:iv.::ity,__ _ _____ __:2.:::5,-:...78:-.,3:..c7_-=•----'1:.::0.::.0-=_ ::.:25:__..:•:__ _ _.:.:16:.:. 6::..6 ..:1::,:52:... 

4 Totem Model One 1,195 Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 17,31,23 87 28 • 122 
Vandersteen 2Ce � Elegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 41,101,27 e 88 23 e 86 
Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 __ � A good-hearted, lively_all(l up-front pertormer that's�e lacking in subtlety and smoothness _!_ 9,29.5,23 _ _ 88_� �5 e 169 
Wharfedale Valdus 400 199 Goes very loud with a minimum of amplification, but the sound is very thick and uneven, with a heavy upper bass 25,80,26 e _Jl..l __ 3�0 � _ _!414_148 

4 Whartedale Valdus 500 299 Offering a large version of events these rock boxes can move plenty of air, albeit not as subtly as alternatives 25,108,26.5 • 91 40 e 1758 155 
4 Wharfedale MFM-3 350 Smooth broad midband gives fine vo1ce rendition; bass could be better 22,89,28 e 87 40 e 164 

.-J TO DISCOVER HOW YOU CAN ENJOY THE "EXPERIENCE OF SOUND" IIJ 
m® s (01622) 672261181 FREEPOST ME15 6BR@ http://www.kef.com m® 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 

Wilson benesch ACTl 23,108, 37 • 89 6 40 • 1852 162 
4 lYPAJ 

6,400 
199 

Stylish, technically advanced and sonically as clean as a whistle, this is truly a high-end loudspeaker (Statements) 
Cuts metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun 14,22,12 88 8 30 • llO 

4 
4 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

SUBWOOFERS 
B&W ASS 500 
Celestion CS135 139 
Jamo SW600 530 
KEF Model JOB 500 
KEF AVl 2,500 
Living Voice RW24 11,500 
II&UX-78 450 
llepnABl 549 

or equipment support 

Good material value with a fair amount of low bass from 100W active design 45,51,45.5 • 30 1736 154 
Compact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass lor high sensitivity speakers _22,19,34 • 86 8 45 • 128 
Has some neat styling touches and remote control but deep bass is limited (active) 38,41,53 • 30 1736 154 
Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension (active) � .37,43 • 45 1736 154 
Works well, looks great, shakes the windows but costs a lot and is bulky 56,43,50 • 45 128 

- ---
The only horn subwoofer on the UK market brings new meaning to low frequency energy, speed and resolution 146,84,59 • 104 40 • 163 
Baby of a big range tllis active design delivers deep, plenteous bass albeit lacking in transparency _.}5,25,37 • 40 1736 154 
Subwoofer-cum-stand designed as partner for LS3/5a or similar miniatures 

H 
i-fi furniture is more important than you might imagine. The 

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from 

subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up into two categories -

equipment supports and loudspeaker stands. 

lt is not entirely clear what makes a great equipment support, but 

some are definitely more equal than others. There's a variety of 

approaches and materials used, including particle board, glass and 

lead to increase mass, wfl�h affects soond. rack or support 

19,57,16 • 82 • 1354 143 

all manner of steel tube and section. 

Speaker stands come in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different 

models. Use dealer or manufacturer recommendations to narrow down 

the choice, but as a nule you want the tweeter at ear height 

00 Best buy � Recommended 

WELOOJ, The better stands and supports are welded rather than 

bolted together. 

SHELF TYPE, Material that she�es are made of on an equipment 

rack. Wood general� means MDF 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the factsback 

infonnation page. 

FIUABlf, Some speaker stands can be filkld wdh sand and/or NUMBER Of SHELVES, The amount of tiers on an equipment FACTSBACK NUMBER, The factsback reference for ordering a fax 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-F1 Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

STANDS & SUPPORTS 
Product Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 
Equipment Supports 
Audiophile Furniture Base 480 Easy to set up, well-ordered sound 40 Wood 1633 151 
Custom Design Classic Four 270 Glass-shelved stand with octagonal wooden uprights with upward lacing spikes isolating the top shelf, adjustable shelf height 81 46,37 Glass 166 
Fi-Rax R4 250 Lively, exuberant sound, slightly weak bass Glass 1633 151 

� 

Frameworks H500/H175 404 Two-she� stand and isolation platfonm combo in tubular steel that made a spectacular impression on audition 70 52,34 • Glass 166 
Mana Acoustics Ref. Table 350 King of its type, angle iron� chipboard and glass combined to make a significant difference� sound quality • Glass 147 

---

Mana 5 Tlef Sound Table 600�nitely upgradeable. Persuasive and thrilling glass and angle iron design that adds speed and bandwidth to components upon it • Glass 1633 151 
Optimum lnt 2000 OPT490 
Quadraspire 04 
�u� O_�Janisation Z038 
Sound Organisation Z560 
Soundstyle Select 6105 
Soundstyle Finewoods W105 

S�nds Unique Sound Tower 
Target 85 

Speaker Stands 

350 25kg stand with shelves sandwiched between variable height tubular uprights. Sounds smooth and relaxed with sturdy bass 
-

200 Easy to live with, and tonally neutral 
130 Too lively and lacking order- but cheap 
150 A mix of welded and bolted members gives good structural integrity-'-While perfonmance is not up with the best, it's great value 

-

280___Respectable sanies, structurally solid and smart 
320 Veneered shelves clamped between tubular uprights that delivers with classical material 
249 Wooden uprights combine with glass shelves to provide a fresh, forward sound, but bass could be quicker 
175 Free of colorations, fine grip and good value 

Alphason NC I --""== =_:__ _____ 4:.::.5__,__:Filled single-column design without threaded spike holes that's appropriate for non-critical applications 
Alphason NCII 
Alphason Titan 

_!polio AZ6 
Atacama BD21 
Atacama SE24 
AVF Tower 400 

80 Tall, slim and elegant, though sound and value are unexceptional 
120 Excels in the midband and allows voices to come across in a detailed an d expressive fashion 
80 Fine engineering value, but sound unexceptional and top-plate small 

� � Good-looking and good value� doesn't match the SE24's sound quality 
70 Stands out from the budget crowd because of the consistency and overall quality of the performance 
35 Ridiculously cheap and much better than no stand at all 

lxos Deadrock 903 ...:.::::.:..::===::.::...--�--=50 Smooth and tonally even but short on definition. Deep bass is soft which doesn't help timing 
Gale Reference 600 
Kudos S50 
Kudos S100 
Mana Soundframes 

-- -

Part�on New Merlin 
Partington Discovery 

60 Smooth sounding with impressive bass well suited to less civilised speakers 
100 Better sound than the budget stands, particularly at the bottom end 
270 The best all-round stand around. . Probably .. 
125 For use under floorstanders and equipment racks, these make music effortless and natural, can be stacked for greater effect 
60 Although �t in weight, the stand's performance seemed remarkably muscular but musical rendering lacked a little precision 
80 The depth and substance of the presentation truly added to the convincing nature of the system's portrayal 

Partington Trophy 
Revolver RS1 

--::----:--"---::c:--'---'------:10:-:cO_Four -column design with damped top and base plates, sound is tight and cogent wrth smoothly integrated detail 
70 A good blend of performance and appearance lor the price 

RMS/Stands Unique Vivus 
Soundstyle 124 
Stands Unique HP 
Tat¥

_
et R1 

Target TR60 

142 JANUARY 1998 

550 Pricey carbon fibres give ultra-clean sound with exceptional voices 
100 Big. shiny and solid, with fine midband projection 
220 Real wood disguises high performance tuned technology 
280 Truly high-mass four-pillar design with superb weight and speed, giving music delicious attack and outstanding imagery 
68 Lively, dynamic midrange and detailed treble from a less-than audiophile oriented twin column design 

50 60,40 

50 84,40 
90 46,36 

82 48,27 
81 72,42 

40-60 16,16 • 
40-60 17,17 • 

• 
• 

• 

�0-60 _1_6,!6 � 
66 
56 
61 

-� �� -
60 

60 _15,21 
63 15,21 

Glass 166 
MDF 1633 151 
Wood 1633 151 
Wood 166 
Glass 1633 151 
Wood 166 
Glass 1633 151 
Wood 1633 151 

1373 146 
159 

1373 146 
159 
159 

1373 146 
159 

1373 146 
1373 146 

1373 146 
1373 146 
1373 146 
1373 146 

53 18,18 • 159 
50 -'-'N/_A,-----;------ -'-'15-'---9 
65 17,16 • 159 
59 22,23 159 
53 �. • 1373 146 
60 15,15 • 1373 14 
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T 
umtables at the cheaper end of the market tend to its construction and design have a significant bearing on sound quality. 

be supplied with a matching tonearm, and often There are three basic types of arms listed in the key and each has its 

include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better quality is strengths , but pivoted designs are the most popular, for reasons both 

found at higher prices among the separate motor units and practical and eccnomical. 

tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for 

these components. 

Although the turntable is the most important part of a reccrd 

player, the tonearm is the second most important, and the quality of 
� Best buy � Recommended 

EFFECTIVI MASS, This rclates ID cartridge com��nce. General� 

high mass arms are suitable for krw com�iance cartJidges and 

vice versa. 

track the disc in a linear fashion. 

PIVOTED, Arms whK:h allow the cartridge ID describe an arc as 

they traverse therecord. 

two �anes. 

EFFECTIVI lENGTH (cm), length of arm from bearing ID 
cartJidge roounting 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The reference lor ordenng a lax copy of the 

review. Use the contents page ID find the Factsback. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Chorce in which the 

original review appeared. PARALlEl TRACIUNG, M arm whicli al�ws the cartridge to UNI-PIVQI Pivoted arms with a bearing thet allows movement in ADJUSTABlE HEIGHT, Important for accurate cartJidge set-up. 

Product Price(£) Comments • • • • • • • • 

Alphason HRlOOS 
_Kuzma Stogi Rei 
linn Ekos 
Moth Arm 
Rega RB300 
Roksan Tabriz Basic 
SME Series 300-309 
SME Series IV 

SME Series V 

490 S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack 
1,000 Large, solid and well-made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 
1,297 Superb, state-of-the-art design whtch builds significantly on predecessor's strengths 

95 The ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet, detailed and natural 
139 Despite tts modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high-end turntables 
275 Targeted at the Xerxes. this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases- a touch bright though 
657 �utifully made and finished fully adjustable and a highly neutral performer 

-

936 
1,391 

Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound. impressive stereo focus and low coloration 
Excellent in all respects. this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms. regardless of price 

Medium • 229 • 86 
High • • 79 

Medium • 229 • 6 
Low • 237 60 
Low • 237 60 
Low • 240 • 91 
Low • 238 • 79 
Low • 233 • 60 
Low • 233 • 60 

T 
he radio medium operates at a lower profile than TV, but in areas well worth having. Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models 

outside pop music the BBC service is the envy of the world. Live tune gradually and can have analogue or digital displays; they are often 

WAVEBANDS, On� the FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi sound, 

though AM (trm & LW) are useful for receiving certain 

transmissions in the UK 

PRESETS, Number of station frequenc�s that can be stored. 

ROS, (radio data system) was Olijjnal� designed for in-<ar 

Tuners 

concerts rival all other sources from a hi-fi perspective. preferred for sound quality. Digital tuners offer convenient automatic 

Though tuners might seem something of a hi-fi afterthought, the task they tune facilities and pre-set memories. 

discharge is far from simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal processing) engineering. The importance of the former 

will depend on reception conditions, but a high-quality aerial system is � Best buy 14 Recommended 

ap�icalioos. Basical� RDS tuner.; can Klentify and dis�ay the 

name of the radio station being received, but they offer a variety 

of other features as well 

REMOTE CONTRQl Couch-potaiD fnend�. 

SIGNAl STRENGTH MmR, Indicates strength of s�nal horn 

aenal, usetul for aligning your 'tvO� during installation 

ROTARY TUNING KNOB, The ergonomical� attractive apf'O<ICh to 
dial-sur1in& 

FACTSBACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the anginal 

review appeared. 

Product Proce(£) Comments • • • • • • • • 

4 AMen 130 Performance adequate but price is sharp, especially with remote control. Some hum FM, M 30 e 166 

4 :::Ar-=ca::.: m:..:A::r1P c::ha:...:7
-:-:-

_ 
Arcam Delta 280 

4 Audiolab BOOOT 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

Denon TU-260L 
Denon TU-425RD 
Harman/Kardon TU950 
Linn Kremlin 
Magnum Dynalab FTlO! 
Micromega Tuner 
M�ion Cyrus FM7 
Musical Fidelity E50 

4 Nairn N ATO! 

_EO __ Indifferent RF performance but a touch of audiophile sound q�lity with clean. stro::-ng'-'s"'ig.::n:::al"'-s
-:--:-:

------------'-F-"- M"',M"''"-L ---=.24.:.__ _________ ---=.16'-'6'--
399 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine; RF performance only average. Remote £60 extra 

__ 
F_ M_ _2_ 0_ ___ e 120 

750 
120 
200 
200 

_I-600 
825 
700 
400 

Unusual combination of fine sound quality and RF performance (inc AM), and superb ergonomics ---�F--- M"-,M--',L --'-39'-------•"----'•'-----'-12"'5'-'4---'-14"'2-
Careful mtn1malist design promises a surpnsingly open and vivacious sound FM,M,L 20 93 
A fine all-rounder w1th advanced ROS, good RF performance and decent sound. Remote extra � 40 e 166 
Bulky but effective. delivering fme RF perfonmance and good sound for the pnce FM,M,L 30 e e 166 
Controversially good sound at a very high price. The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself FM 80 -- • =- __:•::__ __ _::12::-5_._4-'1'-'4=--2 
Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation FM 72 
Has digital output but even without the Micromega OAC, this provides exceptional sound quality. Looks good t. ___ oo'--------F

,...
M_--'-39'------'•--•"---- --'-18'-'-10 157 

Open, generous sound staging gives the music plenty of foundation, if a touch shut-in at the top___ FM 29 e e _e _ _ 1_ 2 _54_1 _42_ 
300 Sounds involving if colo�d and with a subjectively larger-than-life presentation FM 20 1810 157 

_!,645 There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one _____ _ ___ F _M 1254 142 
250 Cable-friendly with advanced RDS and excellent RF performance, slightly disappointing sound FM,M 40 e e e 166 Pioneer F-504RDS 

Rote! RT-935AX 
Sony ST-SA3ES 

___ 16Q____§ood ergonomics and sound quality at a realistic pri:cce:c, .::_bu::.:t_._li.::m::.:ite::.:d:.:f.:::ea,.,tu:.cr.:::es:.:a::.nc::.d_._R'-F .:cse::_le:.:c.::tiv:.city,_ _________ _._F.::Mcc,Mc__ __:2:c:O __________ __:I.::_66=--

Technics ST-GT350L 
Thorens TRT2000 

HI-FT CHOICE 

250 Clean, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to perform at its best �M,L 30 e _____ • __ 18
::-:

1,--0_1
:-

5
-::-
7 

15Q______Jlecent RF performance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system � . L_
-,-
30
,---

--------'• 1254 142 
450 Not exactly neutral sounding, it nonetheless makes listening fun FM,M 59 e e 1810 157 
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S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound 

is all about. CD players may offer silent 

backgrounds and flat frequency responses, but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that 

serious tumtable user.; take for granted. Turntables at the 

cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a 

components, but many so-called 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to 

retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of 

paramount importance. lt is also the reason why turntables cost as 

much as they do, and require high quality support systems. 

matching toneanm, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 

better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units � Best buy � Recommended 

MANIJAL, \00 dot aiL i>Jt the ooedo oo the recoo1 and talE rt off. 
AUTO, The recoro player does tall. 

structural interterence. 

EXT£RNAL PSU, Outboard power supply; general� rt indicates high 

quality. 

SUPPLIED WITH CARTRIDGE, Most turntables do not come 

supplied with a needle. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice tn which the oli�nal 

review appeared 

S£MJ-AIJTO, \00 share the worl" you i>Jt rt oo. rt tales rt off. 
SPE£DS, In RPM to correspond with your �atter.;. 

SUSP£NDED SUBCHASSJS, Sprung suspension to minimise 

TURNTABLES 

SUPPLIED WITII ARM, Many turntables require a separate ann to 

be fitted; a not tllis tells you so. 

FACTS BACK NUMBER, The Factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

Product Pri ce(£) Comments .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., .., 
Alphason Sonata 835 Good sound in all areas- bass, clarity and neutrality all in top class (tested with HR lOOS MCS) • 33 • • • 79 

Clearaudio Reference 2,500 Opulent beast tested with Souther T0-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold • 33/45 1328 144 

DNM Rota 2 4,800 Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table • 33/45 • • • 1328 144 

Dual 505-4 UK 200 Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in oomph • 33/45 • • • 103 

Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,200 (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended • 33/45 • • • 91 
---

linn LP12 Basik 1,050 Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank • 33 • • 103 

• 33/45 • •  91 linn LP12 lingo __ 1,75Q_ 
The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains 

- - ----

Michell Gyrodec 765 

Moth Kanoot 329 

Notts Analogue Spacedeck/Arm1,125 

Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,980 

Pro-ject 2 299 - -

Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 

Rega Planar 2 214 

Rega Planar 3 274 

Rega Planar 9 1,598 

Reson RSl 675 

Rivelin Eclipse 1,100 

Sweet and natural-sounding player, well matched to Rega RB300 arm 

Rather coarse-sounding deck that requires decent isolation and comes with a Rega RB300 arm 

No frills, just a first-rate, outstandingly natural-sounding deck that will last forever 

Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral-sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny 

Remarkably effective at the price with decent timing and a generally well defined sound 

Don't think of this as a mid-price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled-down Oracle Delphi- it's that good 

A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 

The '3 sounds musical in a balanced and coherent manner, needs decent isolation and suffers a little pitch instability 

Featuring the RB900 arm and a ceramic plinth, this deck puts Rega into contention with the best decks available 

Supplied set-up and ready-tuned, this unconventional deck is packed with mid-band detail 

Tested with SME 309. Tends to simplify things and add a slightly ragged edge to the proceedings 

Roksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 890 __l:legant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight 

SME Model 20A 4,631 Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval 

Systemdek 1/920/Moth 235 The motor is derivative of the Rega Planar 2 with a Moth arm. Up-tempo, even bright at times but never lacks enthusiasm 

Systemdek 2X2 499 Neutral, flexible and dynamic deck that begs to be used with a good arm and cartridge 

Thorens TD166 Vl/UKIRB 300 Refined and solid sound with well-focused imagery; suitable for use with good MM and budget MC cartridges 

Thorens TD2001 7DO Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled 

Well Tempered Record Player !,8DO Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards 

• 33/45 • • 

• 33/45 • 

• 33/45 • • 

• 33/45 • • 

• 33/45 • 

• 33/45 • • • 

• 33/45 • 

• 33/45 • 

• 33/45 • 

• 33/45 • • 

• 33/45 

• 33/45 • • 

• 33/45/78 • • • 

• 33/45 • • 

• 33/45 • 

• 33/45 • • 
-----

• 33/45 • • 

• 33/45 • • 
------ ---

Wilson-benesch TT/Act 2 arm 3,249 Carbon fibre is extensively used in this neutral and well-resolved turntable with its fabulous unipivot tonearm (Statements) • 33/45 • •  • 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi 
Choice review or needed some sound 
independent advice to make up that 

'Best Buy' system? Facts back is a personal 
service designed to help you navigate the 
ever-increasing list of available products. 
Now, our reprints are instantly available to 
you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 hours a 
day. You get the review you need, just when 
you need it. International readers can order 
copies of reviews (£1.50 per page with a 
credit card) by calling Starcomm on +44 
1132 940600. 

How much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service is 39p per 

minute off-peak and 49p per minute at all other 

times. The pages you will receive have been 

designed to keep user costs to a minimum. The 

Factsback system was put together by 

Starcomm Ltd (01132) 940600. 

How Hi-Fi Choice I m fflMI works 

0 Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax 
machine. The handset must be switched to 'tone'. 

55 

164 

159 

91 

• 164 

138 

48 

164 

151 

159 

1328 144 

159 

118 

• 115 

159 

• 103 

159 

1180 136 

1775 156 

CALL 0930 110118 
E) Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specific documents by a known document number from 
the keypad of your fax machine. 
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0 Factsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax 
machine complete with coversheet. 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS 

Acoustic Energy • tel 01285 654432 • fax 01285 654430 • e-mail info@acoustic-energy.co.uk 

Acoustic Precision • tel 01483 267516 • fax 01483 267516 

Acurus • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • fax 01753 772532 

ADT • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • tax 01359 240687 

Adyton • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • fax 01359 240687 

Air Tangent • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail73064, 1710 @compuserve.com 

Aiwa UK • tel 0181 897 7000 • fax 0181 564 9446 • Dealers 2000+ 

AMC • tel 0181 591 6961 • fax 0181594 3996 

Analysis • Audio S ectrum • tel 01752 361852 • fax 01752 361852 

Arcam • A&R Cambridge • tel 01223 203203 • tax 01223 863384 • e-mail custserv@arcam.co.uk 

Ariston • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 •tax 0171 4035152 

Audio Innovations • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 •tax 0171 4035152 

Audio Note • Audio Note UK • tel 01273 220511 • fax 01273 731498 • Dealers 15 

Audio Ph sic • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 • fax 01359 240687 

audiotechnica.co.uk 

Audiomeca • Kronos Distribution • tel D18687 48632 • fax 018687 48281• e-mail anon@dial.pipex.com 

Audio hi le Furniture • tel 01342 826262 • fax Dl342 824845 

AVI • AV International • tel 01453 765682 • fax 01453 752777 • Dealers 23 

B&O • Ban & Olufsen UK • tel 01734 692288 • fax 01734 693388 • Dealers 167 

B&W Lauds eakers (UK Sales Ltd) • tel 01903 750750 • fax 01903 750694 • Dealers 400 

Bandrid e • tel 0181 543 3633 • fax 0181 543 3300 

Basis • RT Services • tel 01235 810455 • fax 01235 810455 

Bryston • Professional Monitor Co • tel 01707 393002 • tax 01707 393536 • e-mail sanes@promonitorcouk 

Cable Talk • tel 01252 373434 • fax 01252 371818 

Cadence• Henle Desi ns • tel 01753 889949 • fax 01753 889636 

Cambridge Audio • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • fax 0171 4035152 

Castle Acoustics • tel 01756 795333 • fax 01756 795335 • Dealers 264 

CAT • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • fax 01483 301412 

Celestion International • tel 01622 687442 • fax 01622 687981 • Dealers 200 

Cerwin Vega • CSE Administration • tel 01423 359054 • fax 01423 359058 • Dealers 98 

Chario • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • fax 01992 574030 • e-mail mdc.hifl@virgin.net 

Chord • The Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 • fax 01722 411388 • Dealers 210 

Chord Electronics • tel 01622 764874 • fax 01622 688480 

Classe Audio • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • fax 01753 688480 

Clearaudio • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • fax 0181 948 4250 • e-mail info 

Clements • Wollaton Audio • tel 0115 928 4147 • tax 0115 9280625 • e-mail audi 

Concordant • Sambell En ineerin • tel 01455 283251• fax 01455 283908 

Conrad-Johnson •Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 • fax 0181 948 4250 • e-mailmx!Yat.di:lfreaksj-waycouk 

Cop land • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • e-mai173064, 1710@compuserve.com 

Credo • Townshend Audio • tel 0181 979 21255 

ibm.net 

Custom Design • tel 0191 262 4646 • fax 0191 262 4646 

Dali • Audio Club • tel 01296 82017 • fax 01296 86331 • e-mail sales nad.co.uk 

Day Seguerra • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 

Deadrock • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • fax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 700 

Definitive Technology • The Mafia Trading Co • tel 01794 519599 •fax 01794 519599 

Denon • Ha den Laboratories • tel 01753 888447 • fax 01753 880109 • Dealers 350 

HI-FT CHOICE 

Densen • Russell Kauffman Distribution • tel 01582 561227 • fax 0045 75453928 

Dual • RAM UK • tel 0161 973 0505 • fax 0161 905 1965 • Dealers 450 

Dynavector • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 • fax 01665 830051 

EAD • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 • fax 01753 772532 

EAR • Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 • fax 01480 453971 

EMF Audio • tel 0181 361 6734 • fax 0181 361 4136 • e-mail mcreek@ibm.net 

Epos Acoustics • tel 01705 407722 • fax 01705 407722 • Dealers 68 

Exposure Electronics • tel 01273 423877 • fax 01273 430619 

Fanfare • RT Services • tel 01235 810455 • fax 01235 810455 

Faraday Sound • tel 01603 762967 

Fi-Rax • JEM Distribution • tel 01924 277626 • fax 01924 270759 

Forte Audio • Acoustic Ener • tel 01285 654432 • fax 01285 654430 • e-mail info 

Frameworks • Arrow Consultancy • tel 01702 611451 • fax 01702 469078 

Gale • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • • fax 0171 4035152 • Dealers 23 

Galla • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail73064 1710 cam userve.com 

Gamma Acoustics • tel 01753 526939 • fax 01753 532262 

Genexxa • lntertan • tel 01922 434000 • fax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 • e-mail ash39 aol 

Glanz • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • fax 01444 461510 

GLL • Goodmans GLL • tel 01705 492777 • fax 01705 470875 • Dealers 250 

Goldrin Products • tel 01284 701101 • fax 01284 750040 • Dealers 100 

Goodmans Industries • tel 01705 391000 • fax 01705 391077 

Grado • Goldrin Products • tel 01284 701101 • fax 01284 750040 • Dealers 50 

Graham • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • fax 01483 301412 

Grant Am lifiers • tel 01705 837392 • fax 01705 871263 

Grundi International • tel 01788 577155 • fax 01788 562354 

Heybrook Hi-fi • tel 01579 342866 • fax 01579 342833 • Dealers 75 

H�rning • Definitive Audio • tel/fax 0115 981 3562 

lnfinijy • Game ath • tel 019D8 317707 • fax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 

lnteraudio • Base UK • tel 01795 475341 • fax D1795 427227 

lxos • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 • fax 0121 748 3838 • Dealers 70D 

Jadis • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5D47 • fax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail73064, 1710@compuserve.com 

Jamo UK • tel 01327 301300 • fax 01327 300511 • Dealers 300+ 

JBL • Game ath • tel 019D8 3177D7 • fax 01908 322704 • Dealers 85 

Jecklin • Ma Audio Marketing (UK) • tel 01535 632700 • fax 01535 632887 

Jeff Rowland • MDC • tel 01992 57303D • fax 01992 574030 • e-mail mdc.hifl@virgin.net 

John Shearne • tel 01438 740953 • fax 01438 221690 

Jordan Watts Acoustics • tel 0181 985 1646 • fax 0181 986 0112 

JPW Loudspeakers • tel 01752 607000 • fax D1752 6070D1 • Dealers 200 

JVC UK • tel 0181 450 3282 • fax 0181 208 3038 • Dealers 5000 

KEF Audio • tel 01622 672261 • fax 01622 750653 • Dealers 240 

Kenwood • Trio-Kenwood UK • tel 01923 816444 • fax 01923 819131 • Dealers 1000 

Keswick Audio • tel 01977 671823 • 01977 671823 • Dealers 13 

Kimber Cable • RATA • tel 01539 823247 • fax 01539 823317 

Kiseki • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • fax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 

Koetsu • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail73064, 171Q@canpuseM!.aJ!Tl 

Koss • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • fax 0181 808 5599 • e-mail hwinternational dial. ipex.com 

Krell • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail73064 1710 cam userve.com 

Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • fax 018687 48281 

Kudos • B&W Lauds eakers • tel 01903 750750 • fax 01903 750694 

Kuzma • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • fax 0181 948 4250 • e-mail info@audiofreaks.i-way.co.uk 

LAT International • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 241 9826 

LFD • tel 01255 422533 • fax 01255 221069 • Dealers 7 

Linaeum • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • fax 0181 879 7962 

Linn Products • tel 0141 644 5111 . • fax 0141 644 4262 

Living Voice • Definitive Audio • tel 0115 981 3562 • tax 0115 981 3562 

London • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 461510 • Dealers 10 +direct 

Lowther Voight • tel 0181 300 9166 • tax 0181 3080778 • e-mail sales@lowtherloudspeakers.co.uk 

Lumle Reference • Reference International • tel 01892 547003 • fax 01892 547004 

Luxman • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 • tax 0171 4035152 • Dealers 23 

1ynwood Electronics • tel 01709 873667 • tax 01709 873408 • Dealers 25 
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L ra • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • tax 01494 440360 

M&K • The Mafia Tradin Co •tel 01794 519599 •tax 01794 519599 
MAG Audio (UK) • tel/fax 0181 555 1222 

Manticore Audio Visual • tel 01767 318437 • tax 01767 318462 • e-mail manticore dial. i ex.com 
Marantz Hi-fi UK • tel 01753 680868 • tax 01753 680428 • Dealers 200+ 
Mark Levinson • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • tax 01494 440360 
Martin-Lo an • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • IHT1ill mi4 171 
Matisse • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 • tax 01895 833099 
Maxell UK • tel 01923 777171 • tax 01923 777710 • bur esse eu.maxell.com 
Mclntosh • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 • tax 01483 454992 
Meridian Audio • tel 01480 434334 • tax 01480 432948 • e-mail admin@meridian-audio.com 

Roksan • Centralforce • tel 01480 433777 • tax 01480 431767 • e-mail into uad-hifi.co.uk 
Rose Industries • tel 01235 847023 • tax 01235 847023 
Ross Consumer Electronics • tel 01204 862026 • tax 01204 862033 • e-mail into rossc .corn 
Rotel • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 • tax 01908 322704 
Ro d Louds eakers Co • tel 01952 290700 • tax 01952 290190 • Dealers 65 
Ruark • tel 01702 601410 • tax 01702 601414 

Sansui UK • tel 0181 591 6961 • tax 0181 594 3996 
SO Acoustics • tel 0181 399 6308 • tax 0181 399 6308 • e-mail sdav@clara.net 
Sennheiser UK • tel 01494 551551 • tax 01494 551550 • e-mail106066 .2217 @compuserve.com 
Sentec • MAG Audio (UK) • tei(tax 0181 555 1222 
Shahinian • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 • tax 01665 830051 
Shar Electronics (UK) • tel 0161 205 2333 • tax 0161 205 7076 • e-mail custinto shar -uk.co.uk 
Shearne Audio • tel 01438 740953 • tax 01438 221696 
Sherwood • Hi-ti Direct • tel 0500 333500 • • tax 0171 4035152 
Shun Mook • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • e-mail into audiofreaks.i-wa .co.uk 

Metaxas • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 652669 Shure • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 • tax 0181 808 5599 • e-mail h"'ntemational dial. i corn 

Michi • Game ath • tel 01908 317707 • tax 01908 322704 Siltech • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail73064 1710 

M.Mi1£!Cr:Q:o-�S�eik�i .:•lA� bs!Q<oll!!]ut� e �S01\IU!}lnd� s_:•jte� l 0QJ1][81!j9!1_47�5042Q1!7�·�fax�0�18!!_1J!!87� 9jJ791§ 62f..:.• �e-ma�i !J.73064� .117!.J1 1����-=!I!l SME • tel 01903 814321 • tax 01903 814269 • Dealers 125 
Microme a • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 •.:;.e-_,m"'a"-il "'md,c"".h""ifi=.:=='----- Sonic Frontiers • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 • tax 01483 454992 
Mission • Centralforce • tel 01480 451777 • tax 01480 432777 • Dealers 259 Sonic link • Audiokits • tel 01332 674929 • tax 01332 298836 
Monitor Audio • tel 01223 242898 • tax 01223 214532 • Dealers 45 Sonus-Faber • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • e-mai 73064, 171Q@axnp.JSe�Ve.oom 
Monrio • UK Distribution • tel 01753 652 669 • tax 01753 654531 
Monster • GameQath • tel 01908 317707 • tax 01908 322704 • Dealers 181 
Mordaunt-Short • tel 01705 407722 • tax 01705 400099 • Dealers 200 
Morel • Wilmslow Audio • tel 01455 286603 • tax 01455 286605 
Moth Marketin • tel 01234 741152 • tax 01234 742028 • Dealers 30 
Musical Fidelity • tel 0181 900 2866 • tax 0181 900 2983 • Dealers 145 
Musical Technology • tel 01494 793137 • tax 01494 793345 
Myryad Systems • tel 01705 265508 • tax 01705 231407 • e-mail sales@myriad force9 net 

NAD Marketin • tel 01296 82017 • tax 01296 86331 • e-mail sales nad.co.uk 
Naim Audio • tel 01722 332266 • tax 01722 412034 • Dealers 70 

Nottingham Analogue • tel 01773 762947 • tax 01773 533566 • Dealers 4 
NVA • tel 01763 272707 • tax 01763 271594 . 

Onkyo UK • Audio Club • tel 01296 82017 • tax 01296 86331 
Optimum International 2000 • tel/fax 01274 583249 
Orelle Hi-fi • tel 0181 8109388 • tax 0181 8109365 • Dealers 30 
Origin Live • tel 01703 442183 • tax 01703 398905 • Dealers 25 
Ortofon • Henley Designs • tel 01753 889949 • tax 01753 889636 • Dealers 200 

Panasonic UK • tel 0990 357357 • tax 0541 580550 • e-mail customersupport@Panasonic.co.uk 
Partingjon • tel 01322 383712 • tax 01322 381117 
Philips Consumer Electronics • tel 0181 689 4312 • Dealers 5000+ 
Pickering Cartridges • tel 01904 642463 • tax 01904 652225 
Pink Trian le Pro eels • tel 0171 703 5498 • tax 0171 25267 46 • Dealers 4 7 

b. ioneer.co.uk 

Polk Audio • tel 01727 827311 • tax 01727 827284 • e-mail sreed olkaudio.com 
Posselt • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 • tax 01895 833099 
Primare • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • tax 01992 574030 • e-mail mdc.hifi vir in.net 
f!:Qject • Henle Mgns • tel 01753 889949 �017_53 889.§.:36 • Dealers 7_Q_ 
ProAc • DNA Marketing • tel 01798 343414 ·lEX 01798 3434� Dealers 19 
Professional Monitor Co • tel 01707 393002 • tax 01707 393536 • e-ma1l sales romon1tor.coJ!!<..._ 

�pendor Audio S stems • tel 01323 843474 • tax 01323 442254 • Dealers 17 
Spica • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 461510 
Stands Uni ue • tel/fax 01933 461058 • Web. audioweb.demon.co.uk/stand/ 
Stanton • Lamba Electronics plc• tel 017278 40527 • tax 017278 37811 

Sumiko • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • tax 01494 440360 
Sumo • Audusa & Co • __ t"'-el'-'0'-' 18"-'1'-'2"'-4'--1 9""8�26"------------------

Sunfire • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 241 9826 
S stem Audio • The Chord Corn an • tel 01722 331674 • tax 01722 411388 

Teac UK • tel 01923 819630 • tax 01923 236290 • Dealers 200 
Technics • Panasonic tel 0990 357357 • tax 0541 580550 • e-mail customersupport@Panasonic.co.uk 
Theta • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail 73064 1710 com userve.com 
Thiel • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 • tax 01483 454992 

Transfiguration •Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 • tax 01483 301412 
Trans a rent Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 
Trian le • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 • tax 018687 48281 • e-mail arion dial. i x.com 
Trlf_hjlrd Research • � 01684 573524 •...:t, ax'-"0'-'-' 16""8"-4-"-57,_,_7"'38"' 0 ___________ _ 

Tube Technology • tel 01932 821111 • tax 01932 821182 • e-mail tube technology@compuserve.com 

PS Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 UKD-0 era • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 652669 

QED Audio Products • tel 01276 451166 • tax 01276 452211 • Dealers 150+ 
QLN UK • tel 01352 730251 • tax 01352 731273 
Quad • IAG • tel 01480 431737 • tax 01480 431767 • e-mail into uad-hifi.co.uk 
Quadraspire • tel 01634 296615 • tax 01634 720269 • Dealers 50 

RCF Electronics • tel 01268 570808 • tax 01268 570809 • e-mail sales rct-uk.com 
RA Labs • RDL Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 • tax 01484 607774 • e-mail Alison@dial.pipex.com 
Realistic • Tand • tel 01922 434000 • tax 01922 710789 • Dealers 346 

Rehdeko • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 224103 
REL Acoustics • tel 01656 768777 • tax 01656 766093 • Dealers 80 
Reson • Virtual Reality Audio Systems • tel 01277 227355 • tax 01277 224103 
Revel • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 • tax 01494 440360 
Revolver UK • tel 0161 973 0505 • tax 0161 905 1965 • e-mail tob 2801 msn.com 
Revox • MDC • tel 01992 573030 • .!M_OrJ92 571QN_• e-mail mdc.hifi@virg� 
Richard Alien Louds eakers • tel 01274 812U �.!EX_01274 869935 
�gmat Developments • tel 01277 200210 
Rivelin Audio • Sonic Link • tel 01332 674929 • tax 01332 298836 
Rockport Technolo ies • Vin I Demand • tel 01425 654545 • tax 01425 654400 
JlQgers International • tel 0181 640 2172 • tax 0181 685 9496 • e-mail ro ers 
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Unison Research • UK Distribution • tel 01753 654531 • tax 01753 652669 

van den Hul • tel 0181 810 9388 • tax 0181 810 9365 
Vandersteen • A&R Cambrid e • tel 01223 203203 • tax 01223 863384 • e-mail custserv arcam.co.uk 
Visonic • Cantord Audio • tel 0191 415 0205 • tax 0191 416 0392 
Vivanco UK • tel 01442 231616 • tax 01442 403030 • Dealers 1000+ 
VPI • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • e-mail info@audiofreaks.i-wayco uk 

Wadia • Woodstock • tel 01865 883535 • tax 01865 881012 
well Tem ered • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 • tax 01665 830051 
Whartedale Loudspeakers •IAG • tel 01480 431737 • tax 01480 431767 
Wheaton • Audiotreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 • tax 0181 948 4250 • e-mail into@audiotreaks.i-way.co.uk 
Wilmslow Audio • tel 01455 286603 • tax 01455 286605 • e-mail wilmslowaudio@dial.pipex.com 
Wilson • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 • tax 0181 879 7962 • e-mail73064, 1710@compuserve.com 
Woodside Electronics • tel 01994 448271 • tax 01994 448665 

Yamaha Electronics UK • tel 01923 233166 • tax 01923 244930 • e-mailsa amaha-h�.de!oon.co.uk 
Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 • tax 01480 861869 

Zeta • Moth Marketin • tel 01234 741152 • tax 01234 742028 
liP • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 • tax 01444 461510 
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BATH/BRISTOL 
AUDIO EXCELLENCt, 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
Tel (0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities with interest free on selected �ems. lues
Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. lil'i1iiJ 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 874728. Give your 
ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 
any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together a 
system like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 
around. �·s our job to do the assessing, you judge 
the resu�. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 
plan a system for the future, even � you spread the 
purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save 
money and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. 
Ask also about our ex-dem and mint used �ems if 
you must! Our credentials - CD: Acurus, Audio 
Synthesis, Classe, Enlightened Audio Design, 
Meracus, Orelle, Wadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basis, Graham, 
Michell, Sumiko. Amps: Arcurus, Audio Scultpture, 
CAT, Classe, DNM, Kora, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, 
Orelle, Sirius, Sonneteer, XTC. Speakers: Audio 
Artistry, Audio Physic, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, 
Magneplanar, Mirage, NEAT, Spendor, Totem. 
Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Chord, 
DNM, Silver Sounds, SonicUnk, lice. 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 
1 EJ. Tel (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, Audiomeca, 
AVI, Cable Talk, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Mesa Baron, 
Michell, Opera, Oracle, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Pro
Ac, Project, REL, Ruark, Shearne Audio, Silver 
Sounds, SME (inc 20A). Sonic Link, Stax, 
Townshend, Triangle, Trichord, Unison Research. 
Dems including home cinema by appt only, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service facilities. 
Access, Visa. For full product listing please see 
Dealer Guide. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, Bedford, 
Tel (01234) 365165. Stockists of Arcam, Audioquest, 
Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Nakamichi, 
Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, Thorens, Van den 
Hul & more! Hi-Fi Listening Room. Open 6 days 
9·30"5·30· BERKSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall, 
Reading. Tel (0118) 958 5463. Fax (0118) 958 6417. 
Open lues-Sat 9-5.30. Evening dems arranged by 
appointment. See our main entry under Oxford. We 
also sell A VI, Linn, Michell, Naim, Rega, BQ& & 
Ruark. lil'i1iiJ 

BIRMINGHAM 
GRIFfiN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Stree� Birmingham. Tel 
(0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see full 
entry under Wst Midlands 
MUSIC MATIERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 8DL. Tel (0121) 429 2811. Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Rdel�. Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home l!ial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1 000, interest free credit available. 
Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. lil'i1iiJ 
MUSIC MAffiRS, 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, 
W. Midlands B92 HJ1. Tel (0121) 742 0254. See 
main entry under West Midlands. liTillil 
MUSIC MAT T ERS, 156-157 Lower High Sir, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands D18 1TS. TEL (01384) 
444184. See main entry under West Midlands. 

lil'i1iiJ 

SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall W. Midlands, Tel (01922) 493499/ 473499. 
Audio equipment from leading and specialist brands, 
with 3 demo floors, home trials, home cinema w� 
instore demo theatre, evening demo's by appoint
ment. In house service dept. Mail order avail. In! free 
credit subjectto status. Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late 
night Friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free 
installf�CKINGHAMSHIRE 

lilml 

NORTHWOOD AUDIO, 98 Cambridge St, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP20 1 BA. Tel. (01296) 428790 (AlP). 
Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio Meca, 
Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, Celestion, Chord 
Company, Denon, D.P.A., Exposure, Harman Kardon, 
KEF, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mon�or Audio, 
Musical Technology, NAD, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Rose, 
Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, Thorens Neat Acoustics, 
Talk Electronics, Chord, Heart, Audio Note, Epos, 
Klipsch, Acoustic Energy, Stax, Pioneer, D.N.M .. 
NOBODY EVER REGREmD PURCHASING THE BEST. 
Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. Cred� facili
ties available. 
TECHNDSOUND and AUDIO INSIGHT, 7-8 Granville 
Square, Willen, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 9JL. 
Tel: (01908) 604949. Main lines include Meridian, 
Arcam, B&W, Acoustic Energy, Musical Fidelity, 
Mission, Ruark, Royd, Teac, UKD. 4 Dem Rooms, 
Custom Home Cinema, Video Projection and Dolby 
Digrtal. Service Department, Free Installation and 
Home Trial Facilities. Access & Visa accepted and 
Interest Free Credit available. Open Mon 1-6pm, 
Tues-Sat 1o&i\lj�1iQ!i����r 

THE AUDIO ALE, 41 Victoria Road, Cambridge CB4 
3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our main entry under 
Hertfordshire. lil'i1iiJ 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. Tel 
(01223) 354237. Acoustic Energy, Mission-Gyrus, 
Arcam, Rolel, Denon, Meridian, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. 
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free install, 
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 
Open 9-5.30. 

CHESHIRE 
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 
(01244) 344227. Arcam, Celestion, Chord Company, 
Densen, Epos, Mission, Naim, Rega, Ruark, KEF, 
Micromega, Myryad, Rotel, Royd, Teac etc. Full 
demonstration facilities, home dems and installation 
a pleasure. INTEREST FREE CREDIT (subject to sta
tus). Open Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 
arrangement. For the best products and the best 
service, call ACOUSTICA. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham. Tel 
(01978) 364500. Demonstration room, installation 
service. Easy parking and motorway access. 
Access, Visa etc. See main entry under CLWYD. 
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. 
Tel (01625) 582704. Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Gyrus, 
KEF, Meridian, Mission, Yamaha and other leading 
brands. For the very best in hi-li separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio� est free credit VISa, Access. Home tJial. lilillloill 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887. Please see� 
under Greater Manchester. lifillliil 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ Tel (01244) 345576. All lhat's best in Hi-R 
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities w� interest free on selected �ems. T ues
Sal 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. lilml 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell SI, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credit facilities. All credit cards. 
Total absence of bull-. lil'i1iiJ 

L_BADA 

offer: 
e Two year guarantee, trans-

ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 
move more than 30 miles from his/her original 
address 
e low cost five year guarantee 

option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more Information, contact BADA on 

11: (OS7S) 226 40IJII 

DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warrington, WA1 3NU. Phone (01925) 
828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the widest range 
of high qual� hi-fi in the Northwest Family business 
est. 35 years. 3 dem rooms, incl home cinema, 
home l!ials; deliveries throughout NW; Access, Visa, 
Credit Facilities. Open 1 0-6; 6 days. Send for free 
map and/or 5 page sale list lilml 
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold SI, Hale Road, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel (0161) 929 0834. Open 
lues-Sat 10-6 and later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Castle, Marantz, NAD, 
Naim, Quad, Royd, Yamaha plus selected others. 
Large range of quality accessories. On site service 
department. Installation & delivery. We also install 
and service TV's and videos. Home demonstrations a 
pleasure. 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, 
(01925) 632179. The audio video specialist, exert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best pries, interest
free credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended war
ranty. Stockists of Yarnaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, KEF, 
Jarno, Celeston, B&W. Also stockists of LaserOiscs. 

lilll 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, Congleton, 
Cheshire Tel (01260) 280017. Celestion, Creek, 
Exposure, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Project, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, T.horens, UKD 
opera. 5 Dem Rooms, Home trial, Free install, 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Lombard Tric�. Open 9-
5 30, Closed Wed

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High Street, Redcar, 
Cleveland TS1 0 3AN. Tel (01642) 480723. Audio 
Note, Denon, Harman-Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, 
JBL, Michell, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Rogers, Royd, 
Sonic Link, Teac, Thorens, Townshend etc. Dem 
Room. Appts nee. Home trial facilities, free installa
tion, service dept. Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-
5.30.1nterest freetcr�·NWALL 
SOUNDS PERFECTION, Nightree House, Mawgan, 
Helston, Cornwall, T R12 6AX. Tei/Fax (01326) 
221372. Alchemist, Analysis, Audio-note, Audio 
Spectrum, A.T.C., Cable Talk, Boston Acoustics, 
Henley Designs, Myryad, Michell, Nordost, 
Parasound, Monitor Audio, Moth Group, Musical 
Fidelity, Projekt Furniture, Project Turntables, 
Lexicon, R.E.L., S.M.E.,Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Elemental Audio, Philosophy Cables, Audioquest, 
Kelly Transducers, Target, Teac, Thorens, V-Damp 
Isolation. 

CUMBRIA 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 106 English Street, Cariisle, Tel: 
(01228) 44792 The audio video specialist, expert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, interest
free credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended war
ranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, KEF, 
Jamo, Celestion, B&VfJ

W
c)'ijkists of LaseriOiscs. 

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 156 Sidwell SI, Exeter EX4 
6RT. Tel (01392) 491194. All that's best in hi-fi, care
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly knowl
edgable staff at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery 
and installation, home dems, part exchange, in
house workshops, full credit facilities w� interest 
free on selected items. lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed 
Monday. lil'i1il.1 
THE HI-A ATTIC, 58 New George Street, Plymouth. 
Tel (01752) 669511. Plymouths oldest and best 
independent Hi-R retailer. Selling Hi-R that suits the 
individuals needs. 3 tastefully decorated demo 
rooms to make you feel at home. Friendly and expert 
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advice on all your Hi-R, AV and multi media comput
er needs. All major credit cards accepted. % Interest 
free credit, subject to status. Open from 9.30-5.30 
Mon-Sat. Ask for Chris or Simon. 
UPTON ELECTRONICS, 31 Torquay Road, Paignton, 
Devon T03 3DT. Tel (01803) 5513298. Friendly and 
knowledgable service from a dealer with over 20 
years experience, stockists of Denon, Pioneer, 
Marantz, Alchemist, Nad, Myryad, Orelle, 
Micromega, Castle, Tannoy, T DL, Jamo, Project 
Mordaunt-Short, GLL, Sony, Rei, Onkyo, Cabletalk, 
Qudos etc. etc. Large range of Accessories. Credit 
facilities, interest free on certan items. Free delivery 
and installation, Demonstration facil it ies, 
Mastercard, Visa, American Express, in house ser
vice department. P�-

DAWSDNS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel (01202) 764965. B&O, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target, 
TDL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart. Various credit facilities available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Poole, 
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 OAQ. Tel (01202) 730865. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer, 
Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the 
available choice and decide at your leisure - no 
pressure, no obligabon. Our staff enjoy music, with 
our choice of products, you can too! Service 
Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities. 
Access, Visa, Arnex, Diners card. Credit facilities 
available. Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-6. lil'i1iiJ 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 336 Wimbome Road, Winton, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2HH. Tel (01202) 
529988/520066. Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha. 
Full dem facilities available, also home dem. Friendly 
expert advice. Service Department. Free installaUon. 
Home l!ial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Open Mon
Fri 9-5.30. lil'i1il.1 
SUTIONS HI-A, 18 Westover Road, Bournemouth. 
Tel (01202) 555512. Linn, Arcarn, Mission, Quad, 
Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, Denon,etc, 2 Single 
Speaker Listening Rooms, Home Demonstrations, 
Free Installations. Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for 
details. lil'i1iiJ 
WEYMOUTH HI-FI , 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Musical Rdel�. Panasonic, Quad, Sony, 
Technics, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professional 
advice. Only qual� hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta 
Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit� Mon 9.30-5.30, F�:w-5.30 ml1ill 

JOHN MARLEY HI-A CENTRES LTO, DOVER HI A, 
43 High Street Dover. Tel (01304) 207582. Arcam, 
Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD, Pioneer, 
Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics. AN 
Dem Room. Full service department. Mon-Sat 9-
5.30. Free installation. Credit to £1000. 1\ccess, Visa, 
Switch, Electron. Established 25 years. Expert 
advice. Friendly se1llRHAM 
HI-A EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, Da�ington 
DL3 7EE. Tel Help Line (01325) 481418. Fax (01325) 
382982. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Harman, IMF, KEF, 
Marantz, Mission, Musical Rdelity, Meridian, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sheame, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 
listening rooms. 3 years guarantee. Free delivery 
and simple installation North Yorks!South Durham. 
Home cinema specialist. lil'i1iiJ 



ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill, 
llnord, IG2 6LL. Tel (Ot8t) 5t8 09t5. Fax (Ot8t) 554 
8463. Open Tues-Fri t 0-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Late 
Thuro until 8.00. See our main entry under Oxford. 
We also sell AVI, Celestion, Epos, Michell, Mon�or 
Audio, Proac & Technics. llll1il 
AUDIO T, 30 Crown Street, Brentwood CMt4 4BA. 
Tel: Ot277 264730 Fax: Ot277 26473t. Open lues
Sat 9.30-6 Late night Thuroday until 8pm. See our 
main entry under Oxford. We also sell Michell, Ruark 
& Technics. 
RAYLEIGH HI-R, 44a High Stree� Rayleigh, Essex. 
Tel (Ot268) 779762!747571. 2t6 Moulsham St, On
the-Parkway, Chelmsford. Tel (Ot245) 265245. t32-
t34 London Road, Southend-on-Sea. Tel (Ot702) 
435255. Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, KEF, 
Linn, Loewe T vs, Marantz, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark. 0% finance. 
Excellent AN range. Home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, 
multi-rt�lMJ�'f$TERSHIRE llll1il 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester. 
Tel (Ot452) 300046. Al l  that's best in 
Hi-R carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit facilities 
� interest free on selected �ems. Tues-Sat 9.00-
5.30. Closed Mon. li1.i1i1il 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Che�enham, GL52 
2RQ. Tel (Ot242) 583960. Fax (Ot242) 226435. 
Open Tues-Ri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Evening dems 
arranged by appointment. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell Celestion, Epos, Linn, Michell, 
Nairn, Roksan

H
������ llll1il 

AUDIO T, 4 Feathero Lane, Basingstoke, RG2t tAS. 
Tel (Ot256) 3243tt. Fax (Ot256) 324430. Open 
Tues-Sat 9-5.30. Evening dems arranged by 
appointment. See our main entry under Oxforll. We 
also sell Epos, Linn, Michell, Nairn, Royd & Technics. 
lili1ili1 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO lTD, 2-t2 Hursley Rd,  
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. Tel Ot703 
252827/265232. 3 hi-li and 2 home cinema sur
round sound dem studios. Winner of Southern 
England Sony/Hi-R News Dealer Awards. Projection 
1V � 8ft Screen. Thuro late, closed Mon (except in 
Dec). 2yr guarantee, service dept. On s�e free park
ing, junctions 4 (M271M3), 5 (M27), t2 (M3), t3 
(M3) all w�in 3 miles. lil:ml 
JEFFRIES HI-R 29 London Road, Portsmouth. P02 
OBH. Tel (Ot705) 663604. Hi-fi, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definrtive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth,Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, 
Unn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, 
Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser, 
Sound Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 
2 dem rooms. Open Tues-Sa� late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credrt facilities. Winner Son__y/fif
R News Best Southern Dealer. llll1il 
NOW THATS HI-R 32 Arundel St, Portsmouth. Tel 
(Ot705) 8tt230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Mara ntz, 
Kenwood, Mission, T.D.L, REL, Attacama and much 
more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists. Accesory cen
tre at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. Tel (Ot705) 
8tt6t8. 
SEXTONS, 8tHigh Street, Alderohot, Hants GUtt 
tBY, Tel (Ot252) 320728 Fax (Ot252) 3t9635. Most 
major manufacturers stocked including Marantz, 
Rotel, Pioneer, Technics, B/W, NAD, and Yamaha. 
Two demonstation lounges including full Home 
Cinema suite. Knowledgable staff offer a friendly 
unbiased service, Monday to Saturday 9.00 to 6.00. 
Access, Visa, Arnex and Swrtch accepted. Mail order 
service also '\t!I�FORDSH IRE 
ENGUSH AUDIO, 37 Whrtecross Road, Hereford HR4 
ODE. Tel (Ot432) 35508t. Arcam, A.T.C., Audiolab, 
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Exposure, 
Harman Kardon, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, 
Nairn, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Proac, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Shearne, Stax, Quad, Tanroy, Teac, Yamaha 
and othero. Single Speaker Dem room. Home trial. 
Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged.Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. llll1il 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACOUSTIC ARTS lTD, tOt St Albans Rd, Watford, 
Herts. Tel (Ot923) 245250. Fax (Ot923) 230798 
Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose, 
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CasHe, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland, Denon, 
KEF, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, 
Orelle, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic 
Link, IDL, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4 demonstration 
rooms. Purpose built AV studio. Credit available, t 00 
yards from Watford Junction station. Open Tues-Sat 
t 0-5:30 (Thuroday open until 8pm). llll1il 
THE AUDIO ALE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Storttord, 
Herts CM23 2DW. Tel (Ot279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm T hursdays. Linn, Nairn, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, 
Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit. lil:ml 
DARBY'S OF ST. AlBANS 6 Market Place, St. 
Albans, Herts. Tel (Ot727) 85t596. Hert's premier 
Hi-Fi/AV specialists est. t946. Full Home Cinema 
demonstration suite. Whether your needs are large 
or small, we stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, 
Denon, Sony, B & 0, Pioneer, REL, JVC, KEF
Reference, Mission-Gyrus, Ruark, Celestion, Polk, 
and many more. Free delivery and installation. Open 
9-6 Mon-Sat. llll1il 
DAVID ORTDN AUDIO VISUAl 6-8 Bancroft, Hitchin, 
Herts. SGS t JQ Tel (Ot462) 452248 Fax (Ot462) 
458424. Stockists of Apollo, Arcam, B&W, Celestion, 
Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, and many others. Hi
R listening room and AN dem. room. Workshop off 
premises. Access, Arnex, Visa, Dinero, Interest free 
and instant credrt. Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat 
HERTFORD MUSIC 328 Ware Road, Hai ley, 
Hertfordshire SGt3 ?PG. Tel (Ot992) 442425. We 
hold in stock the complete range of REL subwoofero, 
including Studio 11. We also stock the complete range 
of MAGNUM amplifiero, CD2020 and the full range of 
MAGNUM speakers. All  other brands quoted. 
Demonstration rooms for AV and Audio. Mail order, 
home audition. Visa, Swrtch etc. 
RADlETT AUDIO, 9 Holywell Hill ,  St Albans, 
Hertfordshire AL t t EU. Tel (Ot727) 855577 Probably 
the longest established high-end dealer in the coun
try. Demonstration facilities second to none w� sys
tems to suit all budgets. Mainlines include: Mark 
Levinson, MIT,  Sonus Faber, B&W, Copland, 
Audiolab, Proac, Marantz, T richord, AVI 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. Tel (Ot582) 764246, Fax 
(01582) 467022. Arcam, ATC, Audiolab, Aura, AVI, 
Bang & Olufsen, Bose, B&W, Chord, Denon, Harbeth, 
Jamo, KEF, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Musical 
Technology, Myryad, Nairn, Panasonic, Philips, QED, 
Quad, Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, 
Tannoy, Target, T D L ,  Teac. Single Speaker 
Demonstration room. Free installation. Service dept. 
Access, Visa, Switch, Amex. Open 9am-5lQjlrn 
Mon-Sat llll1il 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovero, male or female any 
age, to share common interest in, musical Pro-aktiv 
Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home Cinema. 
Attractive unusual equipment in unusual setting, 
your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure. Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service� 
pop in. Tel (Ot233) 62444t. llll1il 
HAlKSWORTH WHEElER, 85 King Street,  
Maidstone MEt4 t BG. Tel (Ot622) 756756. Bang & 
Olufsen, Bose, Denon, Grundig, JVC, Jamo, KEF, 
Mordaunt Short, Marantz, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Technics, Target. Hi-Fi, 
Home Cinema, Multi-Room Custom Installation 
Specialists Part Exchange, Service Dept Full Rnance 
Facilities. 
HAlKSWORTH WHEElER, 34 Guildhall Street, 
Folkestone Tel (Ot303) 255688. See previous entry. 
liNN STUDIO, t23 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent, 
CTt7 9AP Tel (Ot304) 20t525, Fax: 01304 240t35. 
Sondek LPt2', Knekt', Karik', Kairn', Klout•, 
Kremlin', Keltik', Kaber•, Keiledh', Numerik', 
Tukan', Wakoncta•, Majik', Mimik', LKtoo•, Ekos•, 
Kudos', Arkiv', Brilliant', Lingo•, Valhalla', Sekrit', 
Aktiv'. . . Dream systems for everyone from £2000 
to £30000+. A new dealership from a specialist 
family business, established in t948. Outstanding 
service and facilities. Multi-room specialist. 
MUSICAl IMAGES lTD, t26 High St, Beckenham, 
Kent BR3 tED, Tel (Ot8t) 663 3777, Fax (Ot8t) 663 
3555. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi-room 
specialists. Main authorised dealers for over t 00 
brands. Interest free credit anywhere in the UK, sub
ject to status. Mail-order wordwide. t 0 demonstra
tion rooms throughout Musical Images, including 

projectoro and big screen TVs. Professional home 
installation and design consu�ncy. Part exchange, 
service and repairs. Active Musical Images Club. 
Open all week including Sundays. t Oam::§!>rn 
(t Oam-4pm Sundays.) m llll1il 
PROGRESSIVE AUDIO, 2 Marylane Court, Rainham, 
Kent, ME8 BOY. Tel: Ot634 389004. Agencies 
include: Audio Note, Auction, B&W, Conran Johnson, 
Marbeth, Tube Technology, Michell,  Pro-Ac, 
Townsend, Sugden, SME Audio Synthesis, Unison 
Research, Pink Triange, Analysts and more. 
SOUND OF MUSIC, t0/12 Chapel Place, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent TNt t YQ, tel (Ot892) 547003, Fax 
(Ot892) 547004. Quad, Exposure, Marantz, Tannoy, 
REL, Magnum, Ruark, Musical Technology, 
Micromega, Acoustic Energy, Teac, Avdion, B&W, 
KEF, Pro-Ac, Michell, Copland, Trichord, Klipsch, 
Thorens, Pass, Lymley, Woodside, BAT, CAT, Dunlavy, 
Wadia, Krell, Audio Research and many more. We 
offer the very best service and advice along with 
some very special deals. t month's trial exchange, 
good prices and free delivery, the widest range of 
equipment, systems from £300-£100K, valve + 
vinyl specialist. All major credit cards accepted. 
HTTP://WWW.SOUNDS/OFIMUSIC.Co.UK. 
UNilET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union Street, 
Maidstone MEt4 t ED. Tel (Ot622) 676703. 
5 minutes from M20. Three superb hi fi and home 
cinema demonstration rooms. Most leading brands. 
Home survey and set up. Friendly and interested 
staff. Interest free credit and credit cards. "The best 
place in town for hi fi and home cinema." Bada 
Bonded. Open Sundays. llll1il 
V J HI-FI, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. Tel (Ot303) 
256860. Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha. 
Dem and home trial facilities, free local install. 
No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, Diners, 
Visa, Access, Interest free credit, Instant credrt. Man
Sat 9-6 llll1il 
V J HI-FI, tt9 High Street Margate. Tel (01843) 
226977. For full detail� s.ee our above entry . � 

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, t3t Friargate, Preston, Lanes 
PRt 2EE. Tel (Ot772) 253057 Fx (Ot772) 56273t. 
All that's best in Hi-R carefully selected and demon
strated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to 
suit all budgets. Delivery and installation, home 
dems, part exchange, in-house workshops, full 
credit facilities w� interest free on selected rtems. 
Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 
Closed Mon. llll1il 
ClEARTONE, 235 Blackbum Road (1/2 mile from 
city centre on the A 666 Blackbum Road), Bolton, 
Lanes BL t 8HB. Tel (Ot204) 53t423. Bolton's 
biggest Hi-R superstore. E'iiD top brand & all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, 
Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion, 
Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridan, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, T DL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-R Demo 
rooms and 2 AN Demo rooms, no appointments 
necessary. Service department, free installation, 
home trial facilities. free parking. Access, Visa, 
Arnex, Dinero. Interest free credrt. Open Mon - Wed 
t 0.00-6.00, Thuro - Fri to 00-7.00, Sat 9.00-6.00, 
Sun tt.00-5.00. 
PRACTICAl HIR, 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel (Ot772) 
863958. The audio specialist, expert advice, instant 
demonstrations, best prices, interest-free credit, 
part-exchange welcome. Extended warranty. 
Stockist of  Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, KEF, 
Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs. 

m 
PRACTICAl HIFI, (also in) 
8t Whrtegate Drive, Blackpool. Tel (Ot253) 300599. 
33 Knowsley Street, Bolton. Tel (Ot204) 395789. 
64 Penny Stree� Lancaster. Tel.(Ot524139657. 

LI:ICESTERSHIRE 
CYMBIOSIS, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester., LEt SAW Tel 
(Ott6) 262 3754 Facsimile (Ott6) 262 3758. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Epos, KEF, Unn Hi-R, Unn 
AV51, Loewe Televisions, Micromega Stage, 
Micromega Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Myryad, 
Nairn Audio, Projekt Fumrture, Rega, Rotel & Royd, 
Multiroom Design and Installation Service.4 
Listening Lounges. Rnance available. Open � 
t 0 am-5.30pm llll1il 
LEICESTER HI-FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LEt SEW. Tel: (Ott6) 2539753. 
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Fax (Ott6) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Matrix, Copland, 
Mission Gyrus, Marantz, Harman-Kardon, KEF, M&K, 
Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, Roksan, Rogero, Rotel, 
Sonus Faber, Talk Electronics, Teac, Technics, 
Yamaha. 3 Dem areas. We can demonstrate, deliver 
and install. Cred� Facilities. All cards taken, � 
9.30-5.30 llll1il 
STEREO SHACK, t-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel 
(Ott6) 2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097. Yamaha, 
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Alwa, Cerwin Vega, 
Pioneer, IDL, Thorens, JBL, Rotel, Celestion, Jamo 
and many more. We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem 
rooms. We can demonstrate, deliver & install. Credrt 
facilities and all cards taken. 6 days 9.30-5.30. 
WllMSlOW AUDIO, 50 Main St, Broughton Astiey, 
Leicester LE9 6RD. Tel (Ot455) 286603. Suppliero of 
high qualrty loudspeaker kits, drive units, acoustic 
sound damping, cross-overo, and components. ATC, 
Dynaudio, KEF, Morel, Peerless, Scanspeak, Seas. All 
major credrt cards taken. Open 9-5.30 Mon-Fri, 9-t 
Saturday. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford, 
Lines PE9 2AJ. Tel (Ot780) 62t28. Aiwa, Denon, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, companator demon
strations, on two flooro, part exchange Hi-R pur
chased for cash. No appointments necessary, home 
trial facilrties, free installation, service department. 
Mastercard, Visa & credrt charge, finance available. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, � Thurodays. 

LUNDON 
AlPHABEC, 392 Rnchley Road, London NW2 2HR. 
Tel (0t71) 43t 9t33. Main product lines include 
Denon, Sony, JVC, Onkyo, Linn, Loewe, Grundig, 
Yamaha, Teac, Boston Acoustics, Jamo. One demo 
room with full cinema surround system available 
and service dept. Interest free credit available. 
Access, Arnex, Visa and Mastercard accepted. Open 
Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm, half day Thuro t 0-1 pm. 
AUDIO T, t90 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 tSQ. Tel (Ot7t) 794 7848. Fax (Ot7t) 
43t 3570. Open Tues-Sat t0-6 Late Thuro until 8.00. 
See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell 
Celesion, Michell, Monrtor Audio, Proac, Roksan, Van 
den Hul & XTC. li1.i1i1il 
BILLY VIEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road, 
Lewisham, London SEt3 SPL. Tel (0t8t) 3t8 
5755/(0t8t) 852 t32t. Arcam, A VI, Denon, Linn, 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer, Rega, Rotel, etc. 
Two domestic style listening lounges. Appts required, 
service dept, home trial facilities, Interest free credit, 
instant credrt. Access, Visa. Open Mon-Sat t 0-6.30, 
Closed Thuro. llll1il 
THE CORNFlAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street, London 
WtP tHH. Tel (Ot?t) 63t 0472, Fax (Ot?t) 436 
7t65. Open Tues-Sat t 0-6, Thuro t 0-7. The special
ists for the highest qualrty sound, be rt for one room 
or many more. We offer friendly advice, and a full 
delivery and installation service is available. Two lis
tening rooms (appointments preferred). Service 
department. Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa. 
Worldwide mail orderservice. Brands include; 
Arcam, ATC,  AVI,  Bryston, Dynaudio, Mark 
Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Pro Monitor Go, Rega, 
Royd, and much more . . .  THE CORNFLAKE SHOP -
Double egg, bacon, chips. 
GRAHAMS HI-R, Canonbury Yard, t90a New North 
Rd, London Nt. Tel (Ot7t) 226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
t986/89/90."0ne of the 5 best hi-li shops in the 
world". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem rooms, 
service dept, open Tues-Sat. RING FOR APPOINT
MENT. llll1il 
HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 64 Batteroea Rise, London, 
SWtt tEH. Tel (Ot7t) 223 ttt0. ESTABLISHED 33 
years. Beyer, Celestion, Cerwin Vega, Denon, 
Eminence, Goocmans, Harman Kardon, KAM, Jamo, 
Kenwood, QED, NAD, Ortofon, Sennheiser, Shure, 
Stanton, Tannoy, Project, Marantz, Vivanco, Wide 
range of accessories & stylis. Appts nee, Service 
Dept. Access, Sw�ch, Visa, Dinero, Arnex, Open t0-
6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London Wt P -HX. Tel Help Line Ot?t-
580 3535 24 hour, Fax Ot7t-436 4733. Agencies 
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Heybrook, Harman, 
IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, 
Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 

\ 
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Sheame, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. S listening rooms, 3 
years guarantee. Free delivery and simple installa
tion (M25 periphery), home cinema specialist. 

li1i1!i1 
INFIDELITY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston
upon-Thames. Tel (01S1) 943 3530. For full details 
see entry under SURREY. li1i1!i1 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish SI, London, 
W1M 7LH. Tel (0171) 486 S262/63. Fax (0171) 487 
3452. Hi-R, THX Home Cinema and Multiroom spe
cialists. Dem' studios bookable. Home trial. 
Installations by arrangement. Major credit cards. 
Interest free credit - ask for details. Most major 
brands stocked. Open 1 Oam-6pm (Closed 
Wednesday & Sunday). E-mail: 106435.121@com
puserve.com. 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1 P 
9AD. Tel (0171) 323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, .NC, 
Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, Mitsubishi. 
Demonstration room available. Appts required. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Open 
Mon-Sat 9-6. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 1S Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel (0171) 497 
1346, Fax (0171) 497 9205. Email: sales@musical
images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, 
Hi-R, multi-room specialists. Main authorised deal
ers for over 1 00 brands. Interest free credit any
where in the UK, subject to status. Mail-order world
wide. 10 demonstration nooms throughout Musical 
Images, including projectors and big screen T Vs. 
Professional home installation and design consultan
cy. Part exchange, service and repairs. Active 
Musical Images Club. Open all week including 
�- 10am--7pm (10am--4pm Sundays).lil!l 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, Edgware 
HAS 7JX. Tel (01S1) 952 5535, Fax (0181) 951 
5S64. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk. See 
main entry under Middlesex. 

lil!llilil!i1 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middlesex TW3 11R. Tel (01S1) 569 5802, Fax (01S1) 
569 6353. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk 
lil!llilil!i1 
NICHOLLS HI-FI, 115 Eltham Road, Lee Green, 
London SE12 SAW. Tel (01S1) S52 5780. ATC, 
Alchemist, Audio Alchemy, Boulder, Celestion, Cello, 
Chario, Dynaudio, Electroacompaniet, Harman, 
Jamo, JBL, Levinson, Micromega, Project, Revox, 
Jeff Rowland Group, REL, Revox, Thorens, Technics, 
Sony, Marantz, Kenwood etc. Dem Room, Home 
Dem facilities. Interest free credit, Instant Credit, 
Access, Visa, Amex etc. Mon!Fri 9.30-6.00 Thurs. 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel (0171) 924 2040. Juicy fruit 
from London's newest, freshest hi-fi/home cinema 
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All 
the usual, ie friendly and efficient service, free home 
installation, credrt cards, 0% finance available, plus 
all the very best from: Arcam, Cable Talk, Chord Go, 
Demion, Denon Lifestyle, Epos, Micromega, NAD, 
Nairn, QED Multiroom, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Yamaha 
with more to come. The innovative AudioNisual 
retailer. 
RICHER SOIJINDS, The world's busiest hi-fi retailer. 
30 branches nationwide and Eire. Call 0500 1 01112 
for a free fun packed catalogue including a full 
branch listing and opening times. Full range of bud
get and high end equipment, semi pro and DJ and 
home cinema from all top brands. Demonstration 
facilities in all stores. If in the incredibly unlikely 
event you see an offer remotely approching one of 
ours, simply tell us about rt and we'll smash rt by up 
to £50 .. (most brands). Ask in store for details. 
STUDIO 99, 79-81 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. Tel (0171) 624 8855, Fax (0171) 624 
5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, ATC, Mission, Gyrus, 
Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, 
Philips, Royd, Rotel, Sonus Faber, Bang & Olulsen. 
High quality demonstrations. Home Cinema. Multi
room. Service Dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 
Mon-Fri 1 0.00am-7.00pm, Sat. 1 0.00-6.00pm. 
li1i1!i1 
THOMAS HEINm, 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London, W2 4AH. Tel (0171) 229 2077. Fax (0171) 
727 934S. Nearest tube stations Queensway and 
Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters available. 
Demonstration room available by appointment. 
Stockists of B&O, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, Gyrus, 
Denon and Epos. Payment via, ACCESS, VISA, 

DEALER 
Directory 

cheques, cash and interest free credit facilities 
(details on request). Open 1 0.30am-6.00pm, 
Tuesday-Saturday. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Rotel, Royd, Mission, Marantz, 
Lyra, Audio Research, Sonus Faber Copland, Ruark, 
Epos, Denon, Yamaha, Bang + Olufsen. Free instal
lation. Record club. Major credit cards and credit 
facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 5.30, 
8pm on Thurs. 
PRACTICAL HIR, 65 Bridge Street, Manchester. Tel 
(0161) 839 SS69. See main listing under Lancashire 
for details. 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex EN2 
OPW. Tel (01S1) 367-3132, Fax (01S1) 367-1638. 
Open Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Evening dems 
arranged by appointment. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell Celestion, Linn, Nairn, Monrtor 
Audio & Moth. li1i1!i1 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Rd, Edgware 
HAS 7JX. Tel (01S1) 952 5535, Fax (01S1) 951 
5S64. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi-noom 
specialists. Main authorised dealers for over 1 00 
brands. Interest free credrt anywhere in the UK, sub
ject to status. Mail-order worldwide. 10 demonstra
tion rooms throughout Musical Images, including 
projectors and big screen TVs. Professional home 
installation and design consultancy. Part exchange, 
service and repairs. Active Musical Images Club. 
Open all week including Sundays. 1 Oam=fuJITI 
(1 Oam--4pm Sundays). lil!llilil!i1 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Stree� Hounsiow, 
TW3 11R. Tel (01S1) 569 5802, Fax (0181) 569 
6353. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk. See 
above entry. lil!llilil!i1 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 18 Monmouth St, Coven! 
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: (0171) 497 1346, 
Fax (0171) 497 9205. E-mail: sales@musical
images.co.uk. See main entry under London 

lil!llilil!i1 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel (01S1) S92 
7613. Fax (01S1) S92 77 49.  Internet: 
h t t p  1 1  w w w .  r i v e r s  i d e  h i f  i . c o . u k I 
"W here dreams come true." e-mail: 
Soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk Angstrom, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Base, Copland, 
CasUe, Denon, Dwin, Krell, KEF, Meridian, Marantz, 
Monrtor Audio, Musical Fidelrty, Michell, Micromega, 
Martin Logan, Nakamichi, NHT, Pioneer, ACF, AEL, 
Sony, Sonus Faber, Tannoy, Theta, Vidikron, Wilson, 
Yamaha. Appointments recommended. Finance 
available. All major credit cards accepted. Mon-Sat 
10-6, Thurs 1 0-7 li1i1!i1 

WEST MIDLANDS 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, 21-22 
Stephenson Street (behind New Street, opposite 
Pollasades car park), Birmingham Crty Centre, West 
Midlands B2 4JD. Tel (0121) 643 0972. 
Birmingham's biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top 
brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable 
prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, B&W, Bose, Castle, 
Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, T DL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-R Demo 
rooms and 2 A. V Demo rooms, no appointments 
required. Service department, free installation, home 
trial facilrties. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest 
free credit. Open Mon - Fri 9.30-6.00. Sat 9.00-5.30 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Span 
Street, Coventry. Tel (01203) 525200 Fax (01203) 
631403. E-MAIL: frank@hiflex.demon.co.uk 
4000sq feet on 3 floors of the very Best Hi-Fi. 
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audio Quest, B&W, 
Bang & Olufsen, Castie, Canon, Cable Talk, Chord, 
Gyrus, Definitive Technology, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, REL, Rega, Revolv er, Rogers, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Sharp Projection, Systemdek, Teac, TDL, 
Van Den Hul, Yamaha. 3 Floors wltih 3 Dedicated Hi 
Fi Demo Rooms. Appts Necessary. Service Dept. 
Free install & Home Trial. Interest Free Credit on 
selected products Open 9.30am to 5.30pm M� 
to Saturday. li1i1!i1 
GRIFFIN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. Tel (0121) 622 22301(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi-Fi and still the best in the 

Midlands. We sell great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 
Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe Television. 
Arcam Xeta Home Theatre. Open Tues-Sat 10.00-5.30. 
MUSIC MA TIERS, 10 Bold mere Road, Sutton 
Goldfield, West Midlands. Tel: 0121 354 2311. Rotel, 
Denon,  Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Rdelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF, Monrtor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo nooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credit available. 
Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-S, Sat 10-6. Branches 
also at: 156-157 Lower High Str, StourbridlltJ'I. 
Midlands D1S 1TS. Tel: (01384) 444184 li1i1!i1 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall, W. Midlands Tel (01922) 4934991473499. 
Please see entry under BIRMINGHAM. li1i1!i1 

NORFOLK 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Ad, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NA14 8HG. Tel (01508) 
570S29. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, Beyer, 
Cabletalk, Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, 
Densen, Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook, 
Micromega, Nairn, Opera, Sound Organisation, 
Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Soundstyle, T DL, Unison 
Research, etc. 2 comprehensive dem rooms. Home 
trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, HP facilities. 
Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat li1i1!i1 
MARTIN'S HI-FI est. 1968, Ber St, Norwich. Tel 
(01603) 627010 Fax (01603) 611302. Arcam, 
Atacama, Audiolab, Audioquest, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, GLL, KEF, Marantz, Mission, 
Meridian, Monrtor Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
REL, Ruark, Sennheiser, Soundstyle and Targe� sep
arate AV and Hi-Fi demo rooms, Home Cinema spe
cialists, Open Monday to Saturday 9-5.30. Home 
delivery and installation available. Interest free cred
IT. Price promise - we will match any genuine local 
price. li1i1!i1 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. Tel (01536) 310855. Aura, B&W, 
Exposure, Heybrook, JBL, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Orelle, Pioneer, Rogers, Rotel, 
Sheame, Sugden, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha and many 
more. Home trial, free installation, service depart
ment. Interest Free Credit. All major credit cards. 
Open 9.30-5.30pm. 
H.G. RAPKJN, 11 Kettering Road, Northampton, Tel: 
01604 37515. Atacam, base, B&W, jamo, BBL, Kelly, 
Musical Rdelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, QED, 
REL, Rogers, Sonic Link, Tannoy, Target, TDL, TEAC, 
Technics, Yamaha. 2 Floors of Hi-Fi, Audio Visual 
Home Installation on most systems. Access - Visa -
AMEX. Open 9.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat. 
LISTEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton. 
Tel (01604) 37S71 Linn, Nairn, Rega, Audiolab, 
Arcam, M&K, IXOS, Target, Quadraspire, Mission, 
KEF, Epos, Myryad, Denon, Rotel,' Marantz, Yamaha, 
Sennheiser, Chord Go, Cabletalk. 2 Listening Rooms. 
Free Installation. Part Exchange. All Major Credit 
Cards. Interest Free Credrt Subject to Status. li1i1!i1 
OVERTURE, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 SLR. Tel 
=) 272158. See main entry under Oxfordshire. 

NOTTINGHAM 
CASTL£ SOUND & VISION 4S-50 Maid Marian Way, 
Nottingham NG1 6GF, Tel (0115) 95S 4404. 
Nottingham's newest and largest hili and home the
atre store, serving the whole of the region. brands 
stocked include Alchemist, Audio Valve, Blueprint, 
Boston, Acoustics, Castie Acoustics, Chario, Chord 
Electronics, DMP, Denon, Henley, Jeff Rowland, 
Jolida, Kef, Keswick, Klyne, Lexicon, Loewe, 
Marantz, Mark Levisnson, Micromega, Monarchy, 
NHT, Nairn, Nordost, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Proceed, 
Project Turntables, Precious Metals, QLN, Quad, REL, 
Revox, Sheffield Lab, Solidsteel, Sonic Frontiers, 
Sony Projection Sustems, Stand Unique, Stereophile, 
Talk Electronic, Wilson Benesch and XLO. New 
brands arriving all the time. Large showroom and 
three demonstration rooms. Home demonstrations 
and a full installation service available, including 
multi room. Open 10.00am to 6.00pm Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 11.30am to 8.00pm 
Wednesday. Appointments out of normal shop open
ing hours can also be arranged. 
CHANTRY AUDIO 16-18a Eldon Stree� Tuxford Nr 
Newark, Nottingham NG22 OLH, Tel  (01777) 
S70372. Product lines include Krell ,  T heta, 
Copeland, Epos, Audio Research, Ruark, Meridian, 
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Sonus Faber, D.P.A., Mordaunt Short and many 
more. 3 dem rooms inc. home cinema. Service dep� 
free installation, home trial facilrties. Access, Amex 
and Visa Accepted. Interest free credit available. 
Open Man-Sat. 
DERNITIVE AUDIO serves the first time purchaser 
and the seasoned audiophile with the same high 
level of care and interest Our aim is long term cus
tomer satisfaction. We achieve this with quality 
impartial advice, quality back up and service and 
genuine interest in your needs. We have an estab
lisihed reputation for achieving sound qualrty bench
marks wltih innovation. We have an extensive range 
of carefully selected agencies. We are open Mon-Fri 
9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. Visa I Mastercard I 
Amex. Deliveries nationwide and worldwide. 
Extensive second hand stock. Components from 
£10.00 to £75000. Call for more information. Tei/Fax 
(0115) 9813562. 
JOHN KIRK, 70 Chilwell Rd, Beeston, Nottingham. 
Tel (0115) 9252986. Est 1970. Professional advice 
and service. Demo room, Free installation, Service 
Dept. Arcam, Atacama, Aura, B&W, Canon, Castie, 
Denon, Dual, Marantz, Mordaunt Short, Nakarnichi, 
Quad, Rogers, T DL, Technics, Thorens. lues-Sat 
9.30-5.30. Access/Visa!Swrtch. 
NOTIINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. Tel (0115) 97S6919. T he 
area's oldest establisihed specialist (Est. 1969). Two 
superb demonstration rooms, easy free parking. 
Home Cinema and Multi Room. Stockists of: Arcam, 
Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn, Loewe T.V., 
Marantz, Micromega, Michell, Mission-Gyrus, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Yamaha. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30. lilili1i1 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford. Tel 
(01491) S39305. Aura, B&W, Canon, Denon, Dual, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt Short, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, 
Yamaha. Home trial, free installation. Service dept. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credrt. Tues-Fri 
9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.D's stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9HS. Tel (01S65) 760844, Fax (01865) 
60415. E.mail :  hifi@audio-t.co.uk Web site: 
http:llwww.audio-t.co.uk Great Deals on Acoustic 
Precision, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cable Talk, Castie, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Densen, Dynaudio, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, 
Teac, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 
9.30-6. Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year guarantee on 
Hi-Fi separates & systems. Price Promise. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credrt on selected rtems. 2 listening rooms. Home 
trials. 30 years in business. Home Cinema special
ists. BADA Bonded. Serious hi-fi sihops - Silly prices' 
li1i1!i1 
OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 
8LR. Tel (01295) 27215S. Arcam, Bose, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission, NAD., Nairn 
Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible un-biased 
advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb 
demo facilities. No appts nee, service dept, free 
install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant credrt. Mon
Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. li1i1!i1 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Cantay Hse, Park 
End Stree� Oxford OX1 1 JE. Tel (01865) 790S79 Fax 
(01S65) 791665. Quad, Denon, Spendor, Aura, 
Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. Demo room. Home 
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access, 
Am ex, Visa. 10-6 Man-Sat li1i1!i1 
WESTWOOD AND MASON, 46 George St, Oxford. 
Tel: (01S65) 247783. Celebrating 50 years in high 
fidelrty. In 194 7 the Leak TL 12 introduced the world 
to Hi-R (rt would probably sell well today.) This year's 
landmark is the Rega Planet CD. Arcam, B&W, 
Denon, KEF, Klipsch, Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Rega, 
Yamaha etc. Open 10-5pm. Dem room. Closed Thur. 
Mastercard/Visa. 

PORTSMOUTH 
HOPKJNS HI-R, Technics approved specialist dealer. 
full range of products stocked from separates cine
ma sound and mini systems. Denon, NAD, Onkyo, 
castle, B&W, Tannoy, T.D.L., Jamo and lots morew 
plus demo facilities. With over 3 years experience of 
giving sound advise service and best prices, visrt 
Hopkins Hi-Fi your local specialist dealer. 40 Fratton 
Road, Portsmouth, 01705 Tel: S22155 Fax: 611999. 
Finance available on request, most cards taken. 
Phone orders welcome. 



SHROPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, 
SY1 1EN. 01743 241924. One olllle largest ranges 
of quality HiR/Audio Visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, 
Chord, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, 
Onkyo, NAD, Nairn, Nokia, Pace, Quad, Rega, Roksan, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique. Comfortable listening 
room, home installation (including multiroom and 
trackng satellite), free 2 & 5 year warranties, selected 
used equipment part-exchange welcome, specialist 
wor1<sl1op facilities. kcess/ Visa/ Switch/ Amex and 
low cost finance from £250 up to £15,000. w. OWEN, 
58 Man<et Street, Oakengates, Tenord, Shropshire, tel 
(01952) 613818. AudioMdeo specialists. Pioneer, 
Reference Point, Kenwood, Sony, Jamo, B&W, Bose, 
Dolby Pro-Logic specialist. 16:9 screens in stock. 
Free installation and home deliveries. 

SOMERSET 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO - The HiR and AV special
ists. The best in HiR from: Arcam, ATC, Aura, B&W, 
Castie, Oenon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, Nairn Audio, 
NAO, Pioneer, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, TOL, 
Teac. Somerset's Bang & Oluisen centre. Dedicated 
listening lounge for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Home installations on most sys
tems, Full service department. Access, Visa, Instant 
Credit. Closed Mondays. 110, Middle Street, Yeovil, 
Somerset BA20 1NE Tel 101935) 479361. 

SUFFOLK 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd,  Ipswich. 
Tel  (01473) 217217. Easy parking. Dem Room. 
Giving sound advice for over 21 years. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Meridian, Denon, B&W, Technics, Quad, 
Castie, Celestion, Top Tape, plus all the usual head
phones, leads, racks etc. ml!ll 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. Tel (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Norfolk. lilili1il 
STOW SOUNDS, Steve Cooke,Stone Farm, Brough 
Lane, Gt Rnbourgh, Suffolk IP14 3AS. Tel: 01449 
770953 or 675060. Specialist hi fi dealer with great 
products from acoustic solutions, dpa, exposure, son
neteer, beyer, audioquest, soundstyle, QED, sonidink, 
stands unique and more. Used eQuipment available. 

SURREY 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
See main entry under West Sussex. ml!ll 
AUDIO T, 173-175 London Road, Cambertey GU15 
3JS. Tel: 01276 685597 Fax: 01276 685327. Open 
Tues-Fri 10-6 Sat 9.30-5.30 Late Thurs until 8pm. 
See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell 
Celestion, Michell, Nairn & Ruark. 
COSMIC Hl-fl SUPERSTORE EST 1962, 244-256 
Station Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey KT15 
2PS. Tel (01932) 854552/843769/851753 Fax 
(01932) 841615. Open 7 Days a week, Mon-Sat 9-
6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 1 0-4pm Large free car par\(, 
fully equipped service depart, massive showroom. 
Arcam, Audio Quest, B&W, Gable Talk, Denon, Dual, 
Jamo, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, 
Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, TDL, Technics, 
Thorens, Yamaha. Home cin, widescreen 1\1, projec
tion TV, laserdisc. lnt free credit All Major credit cards. 
INAD8..1TY, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston 
Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel (0181) 943 3530. Arcam, 
Densen, Epos, Heybrook, Linn, Micromega, Nairn 
Audio, Neat Acoustics, Rega Reserch, Roksan, Royd, 
Shahinian, Yamaha. Single speaker listening room. 
Appts pref, free installation, service dept. Major 
credit cards. Closed Mon, Tues-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-
6pm. li1ili1ill 
PJ HI-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 4RY. 
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm. Linn, 
Rega,  ProAc, EPOS,  Rotel ,  Audiolab, Arcam, 
Meridian, Musical Technology, NAD, Quad, KEF, 
Acoustic Energy, Marantz, B&W, Nakamichi, Rogers, 
Mission/Gyrus, Pioneer (precision). Listen to 
Linn/Meridian AC3 here now' Home Cinema & HiR 
Dem rooms, parking, Free delivery & installation. 
Service department on the premises. Call now 

ml!ll 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Tvvckenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. Fax: 
(0181) 892 7749. See main entry under MKldlesex. 

ml!ll 
ROGERS HI-A, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey. 
Tel (01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, Denon, Harman
Kardon, Marantz, Micromega, Musica Rdelity, Myryad, 
Ruark, Tannoy, and many mOI'e. Demonstration facili
ties available, no appointment necessary. Free instala-
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lion. Service department AccessNisa. Instant credit up 
to £1,000 subject to status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-
6pm, later by appointment 
SPALDINGS HI-R, (Established 30 years), 352-4 
Lower Addiscombe Rd, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF. Tel 
(0181) 654 1231/2040. Linn Nairn, Quad, Meridian, 
Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, 
Arcsm, KEF, Gastie. 3 dem rooms including AV room. 
Service dept, free install, home trial facilities, 
appointments advsable. Access, Visa, Arnex, Interest 
free credit, instant credit. Man-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. 
Service dept. ml!ll 
SURRE Y HI-R, 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey 
RH9 8LS. (Just off J6 - M25) Tel (01883) 744 755, 
free parking. Home Cinema on demo. Acram, 
Audiolab, KEF, KiEF Reference, Beyerdynamic head
phones, Bose, Cabletalk, Denon, Marantz, Mitchell, 
Musical Fidelity, Partington Stands, Qudos Cables, 
Target TDL, Thorens, Yamaha, Stands Unique, Roger, 
Miller & Kreisel Sub Woofers, MIT Cables, Alphason 
Stands, Sennheiser headphones and many others. 
Interest free credit available. Closed Wednesday. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street (Opposite 
Waitrose), New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 4BY. Tel (0181) 
942 9567. The very best hi fi and home cinema 
brands on show with 3 hi fi PLUS 3 home cinema 
demonstration rooms fully equipped at New Maiden. 
Knowledgeable staff. Free car parking. Open 
Sundays. li1ili1ill 

SUSSEX(EAST) 
ADAMS & JARRETT, 6-18 Norman Road, 
St.  Leonard's-on-sea, East Sussex, T N37 6NH, Tel 
(01424) 437165/432398. Stockists of B+W, Cabletalk, 
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Target, Yamaha, Talk 
Electronics, Stands Unique, Dynaudio, Musical Rdelity, 
Denon, Dali, Myryad, Onkyo, Aura. Two demo rooms, 
home trial, AV specialists. Instant and interest-free 
credit available. Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
JEfFRIES HI-R, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 4JE. 
Tel (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and mu�i
room specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, 
Arcsm, Beyer, Celeslion, Chord, Definitive Technology, 
Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Kinshaw, Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, 
Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sound 
Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 2 dem 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat late night Wed. Free parking, 
bus route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-R News 
Best Southern Dealer. ml!ll 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. Tel (01323) 731336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-room 
specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology, Denon, 
Harbeth, Heybrook, KiEF, Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Miller 
& Kreisel, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound 
Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two 
demonstration rooms. Open Tues-Sat late night Wed. 
Free parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-R News Best Southern Dealer. ml!ll 
THE POWERPLANT, 66/67 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL. Tel (01273) 775978 Fax (01273) 
748419 Email: email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever 
your budget we can help you choose from our care
fully selected range of todays finest hifi and home cin
ema equipment. Recommended agencies include 
Arcam, Audiolab, ATC, B&W, B&O, Gyrus, Exposure, 
Epos, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mark Levinson, Pro 
Ac, Rega, QED Systemline, Yamaha. Excellent demon
stration facilites, Knowledgeable and Friendly Staff. 
Multi Room specialist, CEDIA member. Open Tues -
Sat 1 Oam-6pm late evenings by appointment. All 
major Credit Cards. Full Credit facilities. li1ili1ill 

SUSSEX (WEST) 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. Hi
Fi, Home cinema & Multi-room specialists. 
Authorised stockists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Cabletalk, 
Castie, Gyrus, Epos, KEF (inc. Reference), Linn (inc. 
AV51 ),  Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer (inc 
LaserDisc), Quad, Rei, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Targe� Thorens, Yamaha 
& more. 3 dedicated demonstration rooms - Hi-R & 
Home cinema. Service dept. 0% finance available. 
9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat. Late by appointment. li1ili1ill 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Littlehampton Rd, Worthing. 
Tel (01903) 264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free 
local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Denon, 
Harman Kardon, Jamo, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy, 

L 13ADA 

T.D.L, Teac, Technics, Thorens, and many more in 4 
Dem Rooms. Systems, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. 
Service Dept., Installations. Open 6 days a week. 
Access, Visa, instant credit to £1000 subject to status. 
PHASE 3 HI-R, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. Email: 
pearl@msn.com. Whether your requirements are for 
the best in HiR, Home Cinema, Multi room, or full 
systems integration, contact us to discuss bespoke 
systems to match your needs and your budget. 
T hree listening and viewing studios. Agencies 
include, Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, 
Gastie, Celestion, Denon, KiEF, Linn Knekt, Marantz, 
Meridian, M&K, Nairn, Pioneer Precision, Sheame, 
Talk Electronics, Yamaha. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-
5.30pm. All major credit cards. Full credit facilities. 

ml!ll 
WARWICKSHIRE 

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regents St., Rugby. Tel 
(01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, Meridian, 
Marantz, Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel, Ruark, 
Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE. BE SEEN WITH US. 
Appts required, no service dept free install, home tri
als facilities. Access, Arnex, Visa, Diners instant cred
it. Open 9-5.30pm Man-Sat. ml!ll 
STRATFORD HI-A, 1 OA Chapel Stree� Stratford Upon 
Avon, Warwickshire. Tel (01789) 414533. Arcam, 
B&W, Bose, Gyrus, Denon, KiEF, Marantz, Micromega, 
Mission, Monitor Audio, NAD, Panasonic, Onkyo, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha. 
Demonstration room, Service facilities, Mail Order, 
Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Mon<@y_to 
Saturday. All major credit cards. li1ili1ill 
THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY, 23a Regent SI, 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire W32 5EJ. Tel: (01926) 
888644 Fax: (01926) 887486. E-mail: 
K.brown@bbcnc.org.uk. Accoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Quad, Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, 
Yamaha, Nad, Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, 
Atacama, Technics, Trichord, TDL, REL, IXOS. Singl 
speaker dem room. We do not use any comparetors. We 
also have full demonstration of projection TV with 
laserdisc and full Pro-Logic systems. Part exchange wel
come. Please phone or e-mail fOI' prices. We have over 
200 laserdiscs in stock. Gall fOI' our latest catalogue. 

WILTSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 60 Reel SI, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 1 RA 
Tel (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.30-6. Late Thurs until 8.00. See our main 
entry under Oxford. We also sell Linn, Michell, Nairn, 
Ruark & Technics. ml!ll 
SA LISBUR Y HI-FI LTO , 15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF Tel (01722) 322169. 
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony, 
Yamaha. 2 Dem rooms. Friendly relaxed atmosphere. 
Professional advice. Home dem available. Service 
Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities. 
Access, VISa, Amex. Interest free credit. Instant credit. 
Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30 � 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, Worcestershires leading 
Hi-Fi specialists stocking Bang & Olufsen, Nairn 
Audio, Royd, Micromega, Arcam, Absolute Sounds, 
Teac, Acoustic Energy. On site demonstration room by 
appointment, home demonstrations available, mu�i
room installation specialists, free delivery. Interest 
free credit. Independence House, the trinity, 
Worcester. WR1 2PN. 01905 619085/619059 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 
HARROGATE HI-A, 15 Commercial Str, Hanogate, N 
Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the best ranges of 
quality hi-fi in the North of England, including: Lumley 
valve amplification, Audio Research, Musical Rdelity, 
Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, Castle, Orelle, Michell, 
Ruark, Stax, Copland, Tannoy, NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, 
Meridian, Lexicon, Project Silversounds, Cogan Hall, 
DNM. Home cinema dems. Home dems (appts not 
always reqd.). Service dept. All major credit cards 
accepted. Credit facilities available. Open 1 �-?&m

:j Why? Because music matters. • · · 

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen Hi-R 
& AV equipment includes Arcam, B&W, Denon, Unn, 
M&K Subwoofers, Nairn, Rega, Rotel, Royd etc. 3 
Dem rooms ind Home Cinema & Multiroom facilities. 
Service department. Home installations. Instant Credit 
and Major credit cards. Closed Mondays. Phone for a 
chat & more details. 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 
ZEN AUDIO, 35 George SI, Hull .  
Tel  (01482) 587397. Comfortable listening rooms; 
Home dems; Personal, friendly service; Free installa
tions. Agencies include: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ......................... 

Aura, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Note, Audion, B&W, 
Cable Talk, T he Chord Company, D.P.A, Densen, 
Denon, EAR., Exposure, Harbeth, Heybrook, 
Impulse, KEF, Mlchell, Micromega, Monitor Audio, 
Mordaunt-Short, NAID, NAIM, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, REL, 
Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sheame Audio, Stands 
Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, Tube 
Technology,i,Jnison Research .. . and manv others. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 
HI-A STUDIOS, Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 85A. 
Tel (01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden, 
Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Proac, Ruark, Castle, 
Teac, Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Apogee, 
Stemfoort, Pink Triangle, Heybrook, Monitor Audio, 
Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell  
Turntables, CR Developments (valves), Art Audio 
(valves), R.E.L. Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus Yamaha 
and Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic 
Demonstrations, Systemdek, Alphason, Target Sonic 
Link, Chord, Holfi, Q.L.N., Audio Quest. Listening 
room, dems, home trial, free delivery and install, 2 
year guarantee. Access, Visa. 1 0-8pm Tues-Fri, 10-6 
Sat. Closed Monday. Phone for further into. & FREE 
fact pack. llm1i 

YORKSHIRE (WESTl 
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Specialist ATC distributers 
from one of the longest established UK ATC dealers. 
You are cordially invited to audition perhaps the finest 
loudspealker range available in the wortd today from 
the largest selection ol ATC monitros and electronics 
assembled in the UK. Also AVI, Bryston, Chord 
Electronics, Castle, Harbeth, Marantz, Spendor, 
Sumo, Teac, Van den Hul etc. For further details con
tact John Blealkley Phone/tax Leeds (0113) 2528850 
(evening calls welcome). Generous part exchange 
and second hand equipment available. 
AUDIOVISION est 1957 (YORKSHIRE) LTD 5 Bethel 
St, Brighouse, HD6 1JR 1 mile from junction 25, 
M62, West Yorkshire, (01484) 713996. 4Q!b1'eru: 
� 1957-97 -Gash savings & interest 
free credit. •Informed, independent advice on 
digital wide screen TV & Hi-fi. o()uality DVD & 
dolby digital dems. •Professional pro logic 
home installs. •Keen Prices on award winners. 
Yorkshire's largest & latest range of Panasonic & 
Technics. T he North's No. 1 Polk Audio dealer. 
BOSE mu�iroom Lifestyle systems. Yamaha DSP, 
Philips widescreen TV. Speakers by Cerwin'vega! 
Miller & Kreisel, Mordaunt-Short & T DL. Pioneer 
laserdisc & Panasonic DVD, VCR & camcorders. 
Qualified in-store service team. Mailorder sales 
(01484) 718116 (Mastercard, Visa) or why not 
visit our showroom? We're not too far! Open 9-
5.30. Mon-Sat. 
lEARTONE (FORMERLY ERRICKS/, Rawson Square, 
BradfOI'd City Centre, BD1 3JR. Te (01274) 309266. 
Bradford's leading Hi-R specialists. Every top brand & 
all the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. 
Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castie, 
Celeslion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, .NC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
TDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Demo 
rooms, no appointments required. Service 
departrnen� free installation, home trial facililies. 
Access, VISa, Arnex, Diners. Interest free credit. Open 
Man - Sat 9.30-5.30. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL MEGASTORE, lngleby Road, 
(Girlington), Bradford, BD8 9AN. Tel (01274) 575000. 
The North's biggest electrica megastore. Every top 
brand & best buy at guaranteed unbeatable prices. 
Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bose, Celeslion, Denon, Grundig, 
Hitachi, Jamo, .NC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, 
Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, 
Yamaha. 3 Dedicated Hi-R & AN Demo rooms, no 
appointments required. Service department, free 
installation. Free parking, Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon - Fri 9.30-
8.00, Sat 9.30-6.00, Sun 11 .00-5.00. 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, T he Clock 
Buildings (formerly the Clock Cinema), Roundhay 
Road, Leeds (on the junction of the A 58 & Roundhay 
Road), LS8 2SH. Tel (0113) 2351701. Leed's largest 
range of Hi-R separates & systems including all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Alwa, 
Akai, B&W, Bang & Oluisen, Bose, Gastie, Celeslion, 
Denon, Hitachi, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Mission, Mitsubishi,  Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel ,  Sony,  Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-R Demo 
rooms and 2 AN Demo rooms, no appointments 
necessary. Service department, free installation, 
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home trial facilities. Free parking. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Interest free credrt. Open Mon - Wed 
10.00-6.00, Thurs - Fri 10.00-8.00, Sat 9.30-5.30, 
Sun 11.00-5.00. 
E MPIRE (EC) LTD 94 Kirkgate, Wakefield City 
Centre, (opp. Canon Cinema) West Yorkshire WF1 
1lll. Tel (01 924) 361736. Wakefield's leadino Hi-R 
store. Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed 
unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, 
Bose, Ce�on. Denon, Hrtachi, .NC, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, Mrtsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAO, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, T DL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. Full demonstration facili
ties, service department, free installation. Access, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest Free credrt. Open Mon -
Sat 9.30-5.30. 
HUDDERSRELD HI-R CENTRE, 4 Cross Church St, 
Huddersfield. Tel (01484) 544668, Fax (01484) 
423140. Alsc at 3-5 Kings Cross Street, Halifax, West 
Yorks. Tel (01422) 366832, Fax (01422) 349954). 
B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical 
Fldelrty, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, etc. Dem 
facilities- appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs 
9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credrt facilities. 
Access, VISa 
IMAGE HI-A, 17 The Springs, W3kefield, WF1 1QE. 
Tel (01 924) 200272. Fax (01 924) 200404. The finest 
in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation and classic 
stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, Denon, 
Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha DSP.� 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.30pm li1il!l'o1 
IMAGE HI-A 8 St Annes Road, Headingley, Leeds, 
LS6 3NX. Tel (0113) 2789374, Fax (0113) 2754252. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcarn, B&W, Gyrus, 
Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha DSP. 
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm. 

li1il!l'o1 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
BELFAST 

LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
Tel (01232) 381296. Demonstration and Installation 
of the finest Hi-R, Home Cinema and Multi-room 
systems, including Arcam, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, 
Loewe, Mission, Nairn, Yamaha and many more. Our 
experience will help you to choose the right system 
for your needs. Open Mon-Sat 10-6, Late night 
Thurs. closed all day Wednesday. 
THE HI-A SHOP, Bruce House, Bruce Stree� Be�ast. 
BT2 7 JD, Tel (01232) 327 604. Product lines indude 
Arcarn, Audiolab, B&O, B&W, Castle, Chario, Keswick 
Audio, Micromega and Rotel. Dem room and Earl 
Gray availabie. Service Dep� free installation, home 
trial facilities. Access and Visa, instant and interest 
free credit Open Tues-Sat 1 Oam-6p!)l. 

DUNGANNON 
KRONOS HI-R, 7 Scotch Street Centre, Dungannon 
BT70 1AR. Tel (01868) 753606. Fax: 753006 
We have one of the largest ranges of qualrty Hi-R in 
Ireland. Our agencies include Apogee, Arian, Audion, 
Audio Note, Audiomeca, BOW Technology, B and W, 
Cadence, Densen, Frameworks, Harman Kardon, 
JBL, Kabelwerk, Kimber, Klipsch, Living Voice, Lyra, 
LFD, Marantz, Michell, MIT, Nottingham Analogue, 
Orelle, QLN, Rogers, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Silver 
Sounds, SME, Sonic Link, Triangle, Trichord, Uniscn, 
UKD, Wilscn Benesch, YBA and much more. Demo 
rooms for Hi-Fi and AN Free installation, home 
demos and home trial. Access and Visa. Credit 
including instant and interest free. Open Mon-Fri 9-5. 
Sat 10-5. We are alsc open any evening by appoint
ment. 

SCOTLAND 
DUMFRIES 

RIVER HI-FI, 28 Church Crescent , Dumfries. Tel: 
01387 267048, Selected agencies include Nairn, 
Rega, Roksan, ProAc, Ruark, Alchemist, Kef,  
Trichord, Marantz, QLN, Tannoy, Orrelle, Rotel, Teac, 
Audiomeca,Triangle, Castle, Opera, 'lnfinrty, Densen, 
Musical Rdelrty, Neat, Revox, Apogee, Ortofon, Pro
ject Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax, Grado, Primare, 
Jeff Rowiand, Marston, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Atacama, Nordost, Van den Hul, Chord Company, 
MIT, etc. Showroom and 2 l istening rooms. 
Appointments and home demonstrations available. 

DUNDEE 
J D BROWN, 28 Castle Street, Dundee for real HiR 
and home cinema in Tayside. Our friendly, knowi
edgeabie staff will be delighted to give you a demon
stration and help you to choose your system. Phone 
and book one of our listening rooms. Interest Free 
Credrt Available. Tel. 01382 22659 

L BADA 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd., Edinburgh EH6 
50G. Tel (0131) 555 3963 or Fax (0131) 555 3964. 
Audio Research, Copland, Nairn Audio, Krell, Roksan, 
Marantz, DPA, AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac, Wilson 
Audio, Theta Digital, Alchemist. Listening Rooms, 
Free Parl<ing, Full Worl<shop, Delivery, Installation. 
Open Tues-Sat 10-6 Tel tor map or contact AI, Mark, 
Fraser or Mike. 

GLASGOW 
GLASGOW ANALOGUE STUDIO, 3 Boghead Road, 
Lenzie, Glasgow G66 4EG Tel (0141) 776 3642. 
Illusion of music systems for the vinyl enthusiast fea
turing turntables, arms and cartridges from 
Nottingham Analogue, amplifiers from Croft and 
loudspeakers from Dantax. Experience the beauty of 
music in our relaxed and friendly listening room. 
Demonstration by appointment only. Free installation 
anywhere in ScoHand. 
GLASGOW AUDIO, 135 Great Western Road 
Glasgow G4, Tel (0141) 332 4707. Main product 
lines include Arcam, GasHe, Gyrus, Harrnan-Kardon, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Onkyo, Polk, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark etc. 3 Dem rooms, NV and Hi-fi, service 
facilities installation sevice, and home trial facilities 
available. Access and Visa accepted. Instant and 
interest-free credit. Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Sun 1-4pm. 
LOUD & CLEAR, 520 St Vincent St, Finnieston, 
Glasgow, G3 BXZ Tel (0141) 221 0221 - not just 
another hi-fi shop, combining friendly advice with 
specially selected products and the keenest prices. 
Three comfortable demonstration rooms, full service 
and installation facilities, interest free credrt available 
on selected products. Nairn, Exposure, Alchemist, 
Marantz, Denon, Rotel, Teac, Systemdek, Aiwa, Kef, 
Tannoy, IDL, Mordaunt Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Thurs 10am-7pm. Complimentary parl<
ing at PC World, Rnnieston St. 
STEREO STEREO, 260 St Vincent Street, Glasgow 
G2 5RL Tel (0141) 248 4079. Emailstereo@cix. 
compulink.co.uk We will help you choose a system 
to su� your needs precisely. Whether irs a complete 
distributed audio and video system or just a repair to 
your old speakers. WE' RE NOT JUST STEREO 
STEREO. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday. 
Interest free credit available. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Barnton Street, Stirling, FKB 
1HF. Tel (01786) 479958. For central Scotland's best 
selection of qualrty Hi Fi at all prices demonstrated 
and installed to su� your needs. B&W, Aura, Crimscn, 
Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz, T hule, Rotel, 
Impulse, Polk, Audio Innovations, Royd, lnfinrty, DNM 
Reson, NHT, REL, Revolver, Micromega, Beyer, 
Sennheiser, Harman Kardon, OLN, Target + Stands 
Unique arid many more. Plus custom cable service 
+ QED multiroom installabon. Contact Barry or John 
for more information. Interest free credrt available 

WALES 

CLWYD 
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire CH2 
3NH. Tel (01244) 344227. See main entry under 
Cheshire. 
ACTON GATE AUOIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham 
Tel (01978) 364500. Audio Visual specialists. Arcam, 
Bose , Boston, B&W, CelesHon, Castle, Denon, GLL, 
Harman-Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Rdelrty, Myryad, 
NAD, Micromega, Quad, Rotel, Rogers, Roksan, 
Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, IDL, UKD, Yamaha DSP mem
ber. Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parl<ing and motorway access. Access, Visa etc. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
Tel (01222) 228565. All that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by fiiendly knowiedge
able staff, at prices to suit all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credrt facilities wrth interest free on 
selected items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 

li1il!l'o1 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. 
Tel (01792) 474608.AII that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowledge
able staff, at prices to surt all budgets. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full credrt facilities wrth interest free on 
selected rtems. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS 

li1il!l'o1 

4 West Street. Aldcrley Edge. Cheshire SK9 7EC. 
Tcl: 01625 582704 e fax: 01625 58n285 

SI'F:AKERS.,;_ 
XO CASTLE llURUAM 900 
XO CASTLE SEVERN 
XD EI'OS ESII llLAC'K 
XD KEF CODA '' 
XD KEfQIO 
XD KEF QSO 

SALE 

SH LINN HEI.IX/KtiSTONE STA:'olllS 
XD MERIOIAN ASOO MK I R/W 
XO MERIOIAN OSP5000 RJ\V 
XO MERIDIAN OSP5000 CENTRE 
XO MISSION 7J3 (not I) 
XD MISSION 734(nol I) 
XD l\·IISSION 751 BLACK 
XO MISSION 752 BLACK 
XD MISSION 75.1RW (nol Frt!ectnm) 
XD MONTTOR AlJiliO I\·IA14/2 
XD Ri.JARK TEMI'I.AR R/W 
XD SOLIIl MONITOR (white) 
Xll TDL RTL2 MKI 
XO TI)L RTL.' SERIES 2 R/\-V 
XD TDI. RTI.4 liLACK 
Xll TDL RTL4 R/W 

AMPLIFIERS: 
XD MUSICAL FIDELITY E20H PRE·AMP 
XD ROTF:L RC9SO JlRE·AMJ> 
XO ROTEL RA9.15RX ,\1\•IP 
XO ROTF.t RC970 PRE·AMP 

XO AH.CAI\1 AI.J'HA ONE 
XO AH.CAM AI.I'HA :0 JlJu" 
XO ARCAl\'1 AI.I'HA 6 Plus 
XO CYH.US llAil7 
XD 1\UCROME\.A ST1\C.E ONE 
XI) MICROMEGA STAGE THI�EE 
XI) MICROMEGA STAGE FIVE 
XI) MUSICAL f'II)EI.ITY E60 
XD J\·IUSICAL FIDELITY E600 

� 
XD MICROl\'IEGA MINIUM SYSTEM: 

CO. AI\·Jil. TUNER. SflEAKERS 

HOME CINE!\.'(A: 
XD ;\ RCAM XETA ONE 
XD MERIDit\N 541 I'ROCESSOR 
XD MISSION M-TIME 
XD NAII\1 AVII'ROCF$SOR 
XO ROTEL RSIHJ60AX PROCESSOR 

TURNTAiltES: 
XI) ROCKSAN XERXE.S 

+ S ME V +AT ARTI 

Guide New Price: 
300.00 
540.00 
445.00 
.100.00 
230.00 
530.00 
41lfl.OO 
Rl5.00 

J4(t0.00 
1750.00 

:�30.00 
429.00 
300.00 
500.00 
ROO.OO 
500.00 
500.00 
250.00 
300.00 
400.00 
ll50.00 
ll50.00 

600.00 
375.00 
250.00 
175.00 

300.00 
470.00 
600.00 
900.00 
550.fHJ 
890.00 
750.00 
300.00 
6041.00 

1300.(Hl 

1000.00 
1100.00 
2500.00 
1600.00 

400.00 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON EQUIPMENT RACKS 
SH(Sccondhand) XD (Ex displ:1y) ACCESS/VlSAISWlTCH. 

Thrt't' months J!Uanmttt 

1-:&0E 

Sale Price: 
199.00 
399.00 
299.00 
199.00 
149.00 
349.00 
270.00 
599.00 
2990.00 
1400.00 
249.00 
299.00 
249.00 
399.00 
599.00 
349.00 
349.00 
149.00 
199.00 
249.00 
399.00 
39'J.OO 

399.00 
249.00 
149.00 
129.00 

199.00 
299.00 
399.00 
51)9.00 
399.00 
fi99.00 
499.00 
199.00 
399.00 

899.00 

fi99.00 
949.00 
1499.00 
1199.00 
299.00 

1999.00 
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Subscribe to IDMEntertainment today and get these 
outstanding 'Akros 1 loudspeaker stands' from 
Alphason Designs, worth �49, absolutely FREE. 

0 An integrated cable channel 
to discretely hide the 
speaker lead 

0 The unique rod system, for rigid 
assembly and improved sound 

0 Inclusive mineral aggregate 
providing great stand stability 
and low stand resonance 

0 Adjustable spiked feet to 
prevent unwanted vibrations 

This is a one time only offer. You must hurry, the 
first 100 subscribers to bi!EIIb!lfilillllt will receive 
these new Alphason Designs Akros 1 loudspeaker 
stands, worth i49. So act now to guarantee yours. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION (UK only) 

I 
.· ( i j , ' 

\ -

D Please start my Home Entertainment subscription from the next 

available issue. I understand that if I'm one of the first 100 subscribers 

I'll receive my FREE hi-fi loudspeaker stands. 
D I would like to subscribe by Direct Debit for just £9.99 every five issues (saving 27% on the normal price) 

YOUR DETAILS (UK only) 

Mr/Mrs/Miss Forename Surname 

Address 

Postcode 

Daytime phone 

Please post this form to: Home 
Entertainment Subscriptions, FREEPOST 
WD7, Bristol BS1l OBR (No stamp required). 

What happens if I'm not one of the first 100 subscribers? 

In the unlikely circumstance that you're not one or the first 100 subscribers you can slill subscribe at 

the special low price of just £9.99 TNery five issues (sa�ng 27%). Please indicate your option: 

0 YES, I would still like to take advantage of the low subscription price 

0 NO, I don't wanl to take advantage of the low subscription price 

0 Please indicate here if you do not wish to receive details of further special offers Of new products 

- Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit �DIRECT 
Debit 

Please fill in the fonn and send to: Dennis Publishing ltd, FREEPOST W07, Bristol BS12 OBR. 

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society 
Originator's ldontilication Number 

To the manager: Bank name 17121416[�]0 
Address 

Ref no. to be completed by oennis Publishing 

I I 
Postcode 

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 
Please pay Denris Publishing Ltd. Direct Debits from the axoont 

I Name(s) of account holder(s) 

Ostailedinltlis!nstllx:tionsutlfedtolhesafeguardsassaedhy 

I the Oirtd Oelxt Guarantee l tni3rsland lhat this roructlor1 may 
rema1r1 With OeMIS Mishlng ltd �· if so. details will be passed 
e!ectronicallytomyBarmui!QngSocicty . 

Branch sort code !·'"-''' I [I] [I] [I] 
Bank/Building Society account number 

I I LLTI_I I I I 
Date 

RMko::_;vvi hllitlrvu:n:'ll!fimliAAII ool :nl'f'lt();rfd OMd inslnr.lifn: lnr !lni'M tla!s of aaxulf -



e MID-PRICE AMPLII'IERS 
e HIGH-END CARTRIDGES 
e BUILD A LISTENING ROOM! 
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Electrocompaniet ECI-2 � • 

M ORE AMPS THAN YOU CANSBAKEA STI C K  AT 

In our main test next month, 14 hi-fi amplifiers will battle to be 

included in the Hi-Fi Choice New Year's Honours list. With prices 

ranging from £400 to £1,300, our line-up will include Audiolab's 

8000LX, Pioneer's amazing A06 and the Electrocompaniet ECI-2. 

STATEMENTS 

In a Hi-Fi Choice exclusive, we unveil the hot new CD 

transport/DAC combination from Rogers. 

The dawn of a new d igita I era for th is 

British loudspeaker stalwart7 

In total contrast there's the 

exquisite Bow Technologies' 

Wazoo, an integrated amp 

that looks just as good as 

it sounds. 

ROOM WI TH A 

SOUND 

Our resident room

acoustics expert, David 

Lewis, shares with us the 

pleasures and pitfalls of build

ing a purpose-designed listening 

room. You'll never look at your 

armchair the same way ... 

THE SCIENCE OF BI-FI 

How much power do you need to generate convincing sound at 

home? Using advanced computer techniques, Paul Miller investi

gates the arcane interface between amps and loudspeakers. 

Attention vinyl loversl Time 

to treat your plastic to an 

upmarket moving-coil car

tridge. We're testing eight of 

the best, including the van 

den Hul Frog, Lyra 

Parnassus, Clearaudio 

Signature and Dynavector Te 

HAVE HI·FI CHOICE DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR EVERY MONTH! 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES START AT JUST £14.97 
-SEE PAGE 42 FOR DETAILS!-
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Ultra 
My name is David, and I am a cable-o-holic. The man Vivian comes 

clean about his fixation with interconnects and speaker wires. 

here's a scene in Quentin 
Taranrino's film Pulp Fiction, 
where hit-man Vincent Vega 
(John Travolta) visits the home of 

drug dealer Lance (Eric Stolz), to buy some 
high-quality heroin. 

I'm struck by Lance's appearance. He's 
young, wraithishly thin and pale, has wild 
hair and a wispy beard. He wears a red flan
nel shirt over a "Speed Racer" T-shirt. People 
who look like this have been selling me mood 
altering substances my entire adult life, too. 
Unlike the characters in Tarantino's film, my 
habit comes from listening to the 
products involved, rather than con
suming them physically. But we 
share an addiction to stuff that 
comes in variously-coloured plastic 
sheaths, has stupid names and costs 
serious money. More and more seri
ous as rime has gone by. 

If you haven't guessed, we're 
talking about wire. Taranrino's 
Lance reminds me of the bloke 
you'll find lurking in rhe shadows 
of any tweaky specialist hi-fi den, 
itching to sell you a line of exotic 
interconnect or speaker cable. A 
metre of Goertz, a bubble pack of 
Silver Streak, a bundle of PBJ. £300, 
£1,000, whatever you can afford. 

Wire is what bind; the hi-fi expe
rience together-both literally and 
figuratively. It resides at the very 
heart of the pursuit's addictive cul
ture. Without it the hardware won't 
work. But with the right stuff (we're told) it 
will work as never before. And there's so 
much of the right stuff. The technical ideal, 
of course, is that cables are sonically invisi
ble, that they add nothing to the signal and 
take nothing away. Fit 'em and forget 'em. 
Most claim nothing less. 

The reality is that all cables do something 
different to the sound of a system. Sometimes 
the difference is subtle, sometimes ·it's dra
matic. There is a distinct possibility that 
some brands are truly transparent or "dis
tortion free", and that their version of "dif
ferent" is actually what the system sounds 
like. But how can you tell? You can't. At least 
not unless you have a pair of revealing, truth
ful loudspeakers. And to the best of my 
knowledge, they haven't been invented yet. 

Besides, the interconnect and speaker 
cable market wouldn't exist if it merely 
served people who need to plug together the 
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Scene 
various parrs of their hi-fi. In one sense, 
cables are tone controls for people whose 
amplifiers don't have any. They can give you 
more bass, a crisper mid-band or smoother 
treble. Or a leaner bass, less exposed mid
band and brighter treble. More warmth, less 
grain, more definition, less congestion. You 
name it- there's a cable out there that will 
quick-fix, modify, massage, manipulate, 
moisturise, exfoliate, tauten and rejuvenate 
the sound of your rig. 

Some audiophiles turn their backs on all 
this, for a very good reason. What starts out 

a simple, well-meaning experiment can suck 
you in and become an expensive obsession. 
For every hi-fi buff who elects to stick with 
"an old faithful" (Naim NACA5 users spring 
to mind) there must be at least three who use 
cables as a narcotic to stave off major upgrad
ing pangs. At any one time, they'll have five 
or six examples lying around. It's a power
ful, maybe chronically compelling idea that 
you can work magic on the sound of your sys
tem merely by changing the interconnect. 

Resisting the upgl'ade ul'ge 
Sane souls tell you this is fundamentally 
wrong-headed, that you cannot improve the 
performance of a component with a cable. 
This is logical, but fails to take into account 
the intriguing possibility that you can alter 
the whole character of your system with a 
fifty quid interconnect. I can't be the only 
addict who thinks like this. 

So I've been on a bit of a cable binge, and 
have surrounded myself with seductive 
strands from van den Hul, Straight Wire, 
Audioquest, Musical Fidelity, Goertz, 
Electrofluidics Monolith and Kimber. I've 
worn my fingers raw swapping them around. 
And, boy, was it fun. 

Perused all the accompanying bumf, too. 
Persuasive arguments? Plenty. But there's so 
much conflicting pseudo-scientific mumbo 
jumbo, I refuse to believe any of it. I'd much 
rather trust my ears. 

First, it's usually better to buy inter
connects and speaker cable from 
the same brand. This might be psy
chological but, generally, the 
results seem to be more coherent, 
fluent and holistic. Not always, 
though. Straight Wire Rhapsody 
interconnect and Audioquest 
Indigo speaker cable are natural 
soul mates. Second, and again this 
is a generalisation, American 
cables (Audioquest, Straight Wire, 
Mon.ster Cable) seem to have a 
characteristically more muscular 
(yet laid-back) sound than their 
European qnd Japanese counter
parts: warm, expansive, easy 
going. The exception to this is 
Kimber Kable, which has a leaner, 
lighter balance that won't fail to 
make a dull system sound livelier, 
more detailed and dynamic. File 
under sonic tonic. Musical 
Fidelity's reasonably-priced X

Linx interconnect lives up to its "no-non
sense" billing by being basically clear, even
handed, consistent and enjoyable. Buy with 
confidence. Ditto vdH's interconnects, 
which seem to work a little magic with any 
system, especially the all-carbon-fibre, 
remarkably unmanipulative The Second. 

There was no doubt about the most inter
esting and exciting wires I tried. These were 
the broad strips of solid copper made by 
'phase linear' champions Electrofluidics 
(Monolith 20/20) and Townshend Audio's 
Swiss-sourced Goerrz M2. These sound 
really different to the stranded alternatives, 
seeming to offer greater resolution and a 
lower noise floor. In fact I'm still using them. 
"The reason is obvious," say their makers. 
"They tell the truth". Maybe so. But I'm itch
ing to have another go at the vdH; cables have 
no cure. It might be Christmas, but I'm not 
ready for cold turkey... :!. 

HT-FT CHOICE 



Authorised 
Cyrus Centres 

Midlands, North & Scotland 
Aberdeen 

Holburn Hi Fi 01224 585713 
Alderley Edge 

Aston Audio 01625 582704 
Belfast 

Lyric Hi Fi 01232 381296 
Blackburn 
Romers 01254 887799 
Cambridge 

The Audiofile 01223 68305 
University Audio 01223 354237 
Carlisle 

Practical Hi Fi 01228 44792 
Coventry 

Frank Harvey Hi Fi 01203 525200 
Darlington 

Hi Fi Experience 01325 481418 
Edgbaston 
Music Matters 0121 429 2811 
Edinburgh 

Hi Fi Corner 0131 2201535 

Falkirk 

Hi Fi Corner 01324 629011 
Gateshead 

LintoneAudio 0191 4774167 
Metro Ctr. Lintone Audio 0191 4600999 
Glasgow 

Glasgow Audio 0141 3324707 
Hi Fi Corner 0141 2482840 
Guildford 

PJ Hi Fi 01483 504801 
Halifax 

Halifax Hi Fi 01422 366832 

Huddersfield 

Huddersfield Hi Fi 01484 544668 
Kings Lynn 

Martins Hi Fi 01553 761683 
Kilmarnock 

Laser Audio 01563 540292 
Leeds 

Image Hi Fi 0113 278937 4 
Leicester 
Leicester Hi Fi 0116 2539753 
Manchester 

The Hi Fi Room 0161 8351366 

Norwich 

Martins Hi Fi 01603 627010 

Nottingham 

Nottingham Hi Fi 0115 9786919 
Peterborough 

The Hi Fi Company 01733 341755 
Preston 

Audio Excellence 01772 253057 
Rotherham 

Moorgate Acoustics 01709 370666 
Sheffield 

---...vu"'""�'� Acoustics 0114 2756048 

0121 7420254 

01384 444184 

Group Huntingdon PE18 6ED England 
(0)1480 451777 

Fax:+44 (0) 1480 432777 
email:info@mission-cyrus.com 
http://www.mission-cyrus.com 



B&W OM �601 

"The 60 Is sound like 
the voice coils of God." 
What Hi-Fi?- Nov '95 

8& W's patented method of 
using Kevlor's unique woven 
fibres for loudspeaker 
cones has been a maior 
foetor in reducing unwonted 
standing waves. 

For more information contact 
B&W Loudspeakers (UK} Ltd 
on: +44(0}1903750750 

http:/ /www.bwspeakers.com 
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