
Classic brands take CD sound to affordable new heights! 
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TEAC 
The Mini was always 

synonomous with perfor

mance, whether it was the 

car or the fashion. And 

now there's another Mini 

which delivers unbelievable 

performance. The Reference 

500 System from Teac. 

The sound quality of 

separates combined with 

the convenience of a Mini 

System. No other Mini 

comes even close! 

T-H500 TUNER - ...... S 
a . • '' ' ' • -; 

AV-H500 -E) -
PRO-LOGIC AMP 6 b nb 0 � � • 

,....,, -
A-HSOO • 8 E) 0 

AMP 
0 ; 0 . 0 0 o 

MD-HSOO ·:·· • 'st::tz:::i'i:i: • • i9' -

MINI DISC � ; - M� 
- -

R-HSOO ·-z· ';! iiiiiill �-� 
CASSffiE DECK Cl : � I BEJEl 

PD-HSOO • 1 
CD PLAYER CJ � 

VRDS-9 
CD PLAYER 

"TEAC mini sets standards" 

WHAT HI•FI, )an 97 

"All three sources sound 
big and confident, with an 

accuracy and delicacy more 
akin to separates than minis" 

WHAT HI•FI, May 97 

"In terms of its good looks, 

the system's asking price 

could just about be doubled" 

Gramophone, )an 97 

Visit your TEAC Stockist for a 
demonstration or call TEAC 

on 01923 819630 
for more information 

TEAC 

You Could Always Get Brilliant 
Performance From A Mini. 
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You Still Can. 
DUE TO TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL, OTHER MINI SYSTEMS 

WILL NOT BE DELIVERING THIS LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE � 

Chief Musical Officers' Warning 
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Editor's 
Notebook 

The Christmas rush is on the way out. But how will this help clean 

up our hi-fi-buying habits? Stan Vincent investigates. 

0 n the sixth page of the latest cor
porate press release from elec
trical retailer Dixons, under the 
section headed 'Christmas 

Trading', Chairman of the Board Sir 
Stanley Kalms acknowledges that Dixons' 

pre-Christmas season was not the sales 

feeding frenzy the company had expected. 
Though retail sales between 16 

November 1997 and 10 January 1998 
increased by eight per cent, they actually 
decreased four per cent on a like-for-like 
business comparison. "A new Christmas 
trading pattern has now become appar
ent," says Sir Stanley. "A greater propor
tion of consumers [defer] large purchases 

until the January sale." 
I hope this indicates that we British are 

wising up to the truth about shopping. The 
first step towards acquisatorial enlighten
ment is to realise how dumb it is to pay top 

whack for goods prior to Christmas, when 
a few days later they're on sale at a knock
down price. Master that one and it won't be 
long before you'll question the whole 

notion of the pre-Christmas shopping rush. 
It's all very well to shower nearest and dear

est with quantity, not quality of Christmas 
prezzies. But perhaps our loved ones might 

prefer presents that are better suited, as a 
consequence of their having been chosen 
without the pressure of Yuletide queues? 

One thing's for sure: anyone who tries 
to buy hi-fi in haste will find themselves 

repenting at leisure. Long-term hi-fi happi
ness results only when music lovers come to 
understand how their brains interpret high
fidelity reproduced music. Only then will 
they find hi-fi systems which truly synergise 

with their perceptual foibles, as opposed to 
those which antagonise the ear-brain inter
face with a larger-than-life but ultimately 
caricatured sound. In order to escape such a 
syndrome, it appears, all too many sufferers 
beg the indulgence of our Help pages (p28) 
every month. We do what we can to put 
them back on the straight and narrow. 

In hi-fi as in medicine, prevention is bet
ter than cure. It is far better to buy the right 
system in the first place than try to fix it fur
ther down the line. And while hi-fi journal
ists do what they can to point readers in the 
right direction, there comes a time when we 
must hand the baton to the equipment 

retailers, our colleagues at the sharp end. 
For it is in their demonstration rooms that 
audiophile battles are won and lost- and 
not just over the price! 

In recognition of the specialist dealer's 
vital role, last year we joined forces with hi

fi manufacturers Marantz and Tannoy to 
create the Hi-Fi Choice Hi-Fi Dealer Of 

The Year award, which will be presented 

annually to retailers who are voted tops by 
readers. Last month we revealed the win
ning outlet for 1997 (Richer Sounds' 
branch in Prestwich, North Manchester); 
this month, having dissected reader voting 
forms one by one, I have written an article 

to encapsulate the characteristics and val
ues that you say distinguish the best hi-fi 

dealers of today. If you're about to trek off 
into the hi-fi jungle, this featme is essential 
wadding for your rucksack (p26). 

Entwined consumerism 

So inextricably entwined has our culture 
become with consumerism and material

ism, that having the money to buy things is 
no longer enough. You're judged every bit 
as much by what you buy, how much you 

paid for it, where you bought it, and how 

much market research you did beforehand. 
Buying from a specialist hi-fi dealer is 

one way to ensure you appear a paragon of 
smart consumption in front of your materi
alistic peers. Said retailer should make sure 
you get equipment suited to your taste and 
pocket, will install it in your home if you so 

desire, and certainly ought to have 
imparted the essential facts about the prod
ucts purchased and their provenance. 

Quite the opposite fate befalls those 
who buy an unknown product because it is 
offered at a 'discounted' price. The 'white 
van' seam, in which people are offered 
'studio monitors' for a quarter of their sup
posed cost, is a classic example of what 
happens when you buy on price alone. 

However, buying hi-fi the smart way will 
teach you to purchase everything with more 

confidence and savvy. You'll feel better for 

it, believe me. Never again will you flail des
perately through the shops in the week 
before Christmas. The whole family will be 
too busy for presents on Christmas Day, 
checking out your great-sounding audio rig! 
Enjoy your listening this month 
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REGULARS 

6 Update 

'Tis the season of our discontent. Summer 

seems an eternity away and there's nothing on 

the TV. Fear not- let the latest hi-fi gear put 

a little sunshine back into your life. 

12 Instant Systems 

Alan Sircom discovers a European system 

which offers you burger and fries with your 

cafe au la it. 

23 WriteOn! 

Get it out of your system (so to speak). More 

hi-fi philosophy, banter and downright 

outrage from our readers. 

28 Help! 

Choice's answer to Cl a ire Rayner offers words 

of wisdom and wonder to those in hi-fi hell. 

3 7 Hints & Tips 

Jimmy Hughes sounds a note of caution for 

those who just can't stop tweaking. 

3 9 Statements I 

Just good friends? Alan Sircom spends a cosy 

night in with Theta's Miles CD player. 

40 Statements 11 

Jason Kennedy finds religion, love and more 

with the new DNM pre/power amps. 

4 2 Statements Ill 

The Altis CDTIII- hefty in more ways than 

one. But is it worth its weight in gold? 

4 5 Statements IV 

Alan Sircom gets to grips with the Tower T/4, a 

metal-coned speaker from new brand Titan. 
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OPINION 

3 From the Editor's Notebook 

Stan Vincent taps the barometer of hi-fi in this 

month's editorial. 

1 5 Ear Waxings 

Jason Kennedy takes last issue's cartridge test 

one step further. Go ahead Jay, take them on 

to the run-out groove. 

16 Oasis of Sanity 

Paul Miller debates whether sensitive 

speakers are the cure for all hi-fi ills. 

19 The Jimmy Hughes Experience 

Jimmy Hughes explaines why he installed 

super-tweeters to boost treble, then took it all 

out again with a tone control. 

21 Personal Messages 

Paul Messenger on the unique challenges of 

finding the right amp for loudspeaker testing. 

138 Ultra Vivian Scene 

David Vivian tries to find out whether he can 

get big bass in a small room. 

fEATURES &: REVIEWS 

11 Viva Las Vegas! 

Find out what was hot and not at the annual 

CES Show held in the gambling capital. 

26 How To Choose A. Hi-Fi Dealer 

Stan Vincent reveals what Choice readers 

consider the vital attributes of a good hi-fi shop. 

48 Interconnect Cables 

Sir Cliff was wired for sound, now you can be, 

with some help from our guide to wirey things. 

62 CD Players 

Banish those inner CD blues with our test of 

12 mid-priced players. 
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READER SERVICES 

A must for all agoraphobes- you'll never have 

to go outl Plus a free gift for every subscriber! 

88 Hi-Fi Choice Web Site 

Have a chat on Choice's Web site. Check out 

past reviews and send in your Help queries. 

1 00 Reader Classified 

Buy, sell or trade a top-quality hi-fi bargain 

from this selection of lovingly pre-owned kit. 

129 Factsback 

The inexpensive way to access classic Hi-Fi 

Choice features, all by return of tax. 

13 7 Next Month & Back Issues 

Find out what's going on in April's FANTASTIC 

Hi-Fi Choice- and get hold of back issues! 

THE BUYERS' GUIDE 

10 1 Directory/Price Guide 

Our listing of all new hi-fi products includes 

every current component that we've reviewed. 

WIN! WIN! WIN! 

Fabulous B*a horn-loaded 

speakers worth £3,400 in 

this month's contest. 



THIS MONTH ... WORLD'S "FIRST" TOP-SPEC DIGITAL AMP ... AMAZING NAGRA PREAMP ... NEW QUAD ELECTROSTATICS ... 

In brief 
- - - -

- ---

- - - - - - - - - -

Harman-kardon's AVRSS. 

harman-kardon has unveiled two 

new remote-controlled AV 

receivers. The AVR85 

(£1,299.99) incorporates Dol by 

Digital compatibility, an RDS 

tuner and high-power, high

current capability. The AVR75 

(£999.99) matches most fea

tures of the '85 but offers 

roughly two-thirds the power. 

lil (01908) 317707 

Ethos Acoustics, the brand of for

mer BBC designer Graham 

Whitehead, has announced a 'B' 

version of the LS5/12A, with an 

improved, more temperature

independent bass driver and 

greater sensitivity. m (08000) 

187997 

The Alphason Akros stands. 

Alphason's new Akros speaker 

stands take their name from the 
Greek word for topmost. They 

incorporate Alphason's ten

sion-rod device, claimed to 

eliminate vibrations, and also 

offer the an option of being 

filled with mineral aggregate 

for further damping. They are 

available in 45cm (£49) or 

60cm (£59) heights, with the 

latter incorporating dual 

channels to hide two runs of 

speaker cable for bi-wiring. 

m (019421 678000 
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A TACTile sound 
it's the world's first true digital audio power amplifier
or so say the makers of the TACT Millennium. Like the 
Harman prototype revealed exclusively in HFC 149, the 
Millennium takes digital signals from a CD player or digi
tal recorder, and converts them directly into sound with 
no need for D-A conversion. 

According to the manufacturer this endows it with an 
efficiency of 90 per cent, allowing it to run cooler than 
most Class A or AB designs. 

In further claims the maker says this amp will develop 
RMS power of 150 Watts per channel into eight Ohms 
and 300 Watts per channel into four Ohms, deliver 100 
Amps of current per channel, offer a dynamic range in 
excess of 120dB, exhibit a maximum signal-to-noise ratio 
of 98dB and limit harmonic distortion and noise (THD + Nl 
to less than 0.1 percent across the audio band. 

An optional analogue-to-digital (ADC) module will be 
available to permit hook-up of non-digital sources such as 

JBL's new Harmony: CD and RDS FM in portable format. 

Wake up in Harmony 
it's clock-radio-on-steroids time over at JBL, where the guys 
in the lifestyle department have just announced a state of 
Harmony. This sweet name describes a go-anywhere CD 
player/RDS FM tuner that'll be yours for £349.99. 

Claiming to run happily on AC mains, a car's cigar-lighter 
socket or its own rechargeable battery, Harmony is allegedly 
smaller than a 14-inch portable TV. 

Built-in there are two 80mm-diameter full-range speak
ers and a 100mm-diameter, bass-reflex-loaded, long-throw 
subwoofer. 

it has two alarms assignable to either CD or tuner, plus 
sleep and snooze functions - and a credit-card-sized 
remote control. 
JBL m (01908) 317707 

tuners and turntables. 
The Millennium, a joint venture between Toccata 

Technology of Denmark and NAD Electronics of London, 
is scheduled for release onto the US market by April 
1998, at an estimated price of $12,000 (£7,500). 
TACT Audio Europe m +45 86 27 75 00 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 



Hi·fi hails Nagra 
The name of Nagra has been well known to professional 
recording engineers for years, thanks to its top-notch tape 
recorders of yore, and more recently the Nagra-D 24-bit 
digital machine. Now the company has made its first ven
ture into hi-fi with the PL-P valve preamp and phone 
stage, priced at £7,450. 

Housed in an all-metal casing like Nagra's pro prod
ucts, the PL-P is driven from nickel-cadmium batteries 
which are charged by the same mains device as used in 
the Nagra-D. Internal power supplies use proprietary dual 
DC-to-DC convertors, which are claimed to eliminate 
deleterious voltage ripples. 

The unit is composed of Class A vacuum-tube ampli
fication stages, and incorporates Nagra's unique 
Modulometer signal level meter, whose semi-logarithmic 
scale is said to display both peak-programme and vel· 
ume-unit levels. 

A Swiss-made precision rotary switch controls input 
selection between a moving magnet, moving coil and 
three line inputs. Phone sockets are side mounted. Signal 

Put the pedal to the metal 
Arriving to bolster the 'prestige' end of Acoustic Energy's 
speaker range, all of the magnetically-shielded 500 Series 
of floorstanding enclosures feature a 130mm-diameter 
mid-bass drive-unit with die-cast chassis and 'pressed' 
metal cone. 

High frequencies are handled by a 25mm silk-dome 
tweeter, while the reflex-loaded cabinet is fashioned from 
18mm MDF and covered in real-wood veneer- choices are 
'Black', 'Antique' and 'Georgian'. 

To improve stability there are die-cast-alloy base-plinths 
with 8mm-long tensile steel spikes, plus factory-fitted mass 
loading inserts into the bass of the cabinet. 

UK retail prices will range from £750 to £1,200. 
Acoustic Energy e (01285) 654432 

levels are controlled by dual potentiometers ganged 
together with a geared clutch mechanism. 

Both capacitance and resistance of the phone stage 
input may be selected individually. There are two Class A 
triode valve amplifier sections per channel. 
Nagra Kudelski (GB) Ltd e (01727) 810002 

Rotel's ample proportions 
The budget amplifier war hots up with a fresh entry to the 
fray by Rote/, in the shape of its RA921 integrated amp, 
priced at £99.95. 

Pitched against the AMC 3020 and NAD 310 at the 
cheapest end of the market, the RA921 claims to offer a 
power output of 20 Watts per channel, backed up by a "sub
stantial" power supply. 

There are four inputs, including one for moving-magnet 
phono, plus a tape loop. A pair of 'limited-range' tone con
trols complete the complement of controls. 

Rote/ has also announced a new stereo power amp, the 
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RB991, priced at £500. lt has both single-ended (phenol 
and balanced (XLR) inputs, and is reported to develop 200 
Watts of power per channel. 
Gamepath Ltd e (01908) 317707 

The latest lightweight champ contender: Rotel's RA921. 

-- ------- -- - ---------- ---

In brief 
Alpha-Dot is a new security mark

ing system, using pinhead

sized labels printed with a 

personal identification code 

assigned to individual users. Its 

maker, Alpha Scientific ltd, 

claims police forces have been 

supplied with equipment to 

identify Alpha-Dot markers on 

stolen goods and thereby return 

them to their rightful owners. 

They are applied from a "lip

stick-sized" dispenser, and 

pack prices start at £24.95. 

e (0345) 573329 

New from Horizon Audio of Exete.r: 

the Eiger speaker is ridged like 

a Toblerone and moulded in one 

piece from Polycrete. lt 

employs a "patented" bass

loading system in which stand

ing waves are created at 'every' 

frequency from two Hertz to 

10kHz, thus increasing Q factor 

and yielding "an exceptionally 

smooth frequency response" 

and "wonderfully deep bass", 

according to the maker. 

Sensitivity is claimed to be 

88dB/Wm; power handling 100 

Watts RMS. e (01392) 499078 

ATC has launched an active ver

sion of its award-winning 

SCM20T speaker. The £3,750 

SCM20SL TA will be offered in a 

range of real-wood veneers. 

e (01285) 760561 

Sales of LP records are increasing, 

claims music retailer Tower 

Records. The company's store 

in Camden, London, reports 

vinyl taking a 15 per cent share � 
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"In summary, the ConcertS is one or the moRt aclvancecl 

loudspeaker designs on the market today, .. 

II1-F1 1\'o•w ,h \E 1 !)1)7 

·',, the Jam os prove capable or wicle open 

sounclstaging. wonderrully rree-br·eathing clynamics and a 

winning combination or glorious bass power with smoothl�

integratecl miclhancl ambience allCI 

sweet. clear treble ... 

\Ion 111-Fi'! ·\"""· 19fl7 ***** 

"For Lhe Cl<:rssical listener·
. 

however. it can oiler somel11ing 

that rcw other box loudspeakers 

THERE ARE 
SPEAKERS, 
AND THERE ARE 
GREAT ORATORS. • • 

can: that insight into the music that we all desire but all too 

rarely experience ... 

"lt is a true aucliophile component that will bring out 

the best in high-quality par'Lnering equipment." 

A 
passion ror music. teclmical excellence ancl 

allenlion to detail pmve an irresistible combination 

in our Concert range or loudspeakers. Our engineers 

spencl many painstaking hours or research to br·ing you 

the very best in hi-l'iclelity perrormance embodied in finely 

crallecJ cabinets. 

To find out mor-e
. 

Cf\1.1, F�EE NOW on 0321 300316 (24 hours) ror your FREE ,lamo information pack. 

111 t p://www. j<l mo.co. uk THE CONCERT 8 -A GREAT ORATOR FROM Jamq; 



... Wharfedale, Quad consolidate 
Wharfedale and Quad, recently integrated under the IAG 
banner (see Update, HFC 171), set out their amply 
stocked stall at the recent WCES in Las Vegas. 

The hot tickets for their show were the first new elec
trostatic designs from Quad in 15 years (both larger and 
smaller than the existing ESL-63), alongside the first fruit 
of Wharfedale's four-year investigation into flat-panel 
speakers: an NXT module designed for multi-room and AV. 

Meanwhile retro-fi fans will be keen to hear of IAG's 
plans to re-launch Leak, the highly-respected but long
neglected electronics brand. 

Quad's new ESL-988 and ESL-989 electrostatics 
claim greater structural rigidity and tighter tolerances 
than their predecessor, an upgraded power supply and a 
switch to expand dynamic range when humidity is low. 

Also new from Quad were prototypes of the 99 Series 
electronics, due mid-1998, which, like the current 77 
Series, are equipped with the Quadlink data bus, optional 
two-way remote handset and midi-width casework. To 
kick off there will be a CD player, preamp, FM tuner and 
both one- and two-channel power amps. The 909 'high 
power' two-channel amp and a Dolby-Digital-ready home 
cinema processor will follow. 

Less headline-grabbing but still notable from 
Wharfedale were a range of powered subwoofers and a 
limited-edition version of the 16-year-old Diamond series 

speaker. The latter has been developed from the current 
Diamond 7.2 model and features Wharfedale's 'exclusive' 
homopolymer sandwich bass-mid cone. 

Three new series of conventional speakers continue in 
the 'precious stones' theme. There are two five-strong 
ranges: Sapphire (budget) and Opal (reflex-parted). While 
the four members of the Emerald range feature 'crafts
man-built' real-wood-veneered cabinets. 

The Airedale brand unveiled the five-strong York range 
of speakers incorporating new drive-units and three mod
els with auxiliary bass radiators (ABRs). 

Wharfedale's first range of electronics came under the 
spotlight, including the AVR-405 AV receiver (pictured). 
IAG li: (01480) 447700 

Serious surrounds 
KEF has announced a new home cinema speaker system 
built to the Home THX standard of LucasFilm. Its enclosure 
complement comprises the TDM 23C centre-channel, the 
TDM 23F left, centre, right, the TDM 34DS dipole surround 
and the TDM 45B 300 Watts active sub. The package price 
is £3,094. Stablemate Celestion, meanwhile, has unveiled 
home cinema speakers to match its 'A' series hi-fi speakers 
(A1, Best Buy HFC 164). On offer are the A4c centre-chan
nel (£499.95), A5r dipole surround (£599.95 per pair) and 
the 200 Watts A6s active subwoofer (£799.95). 
KEF ll: (01622) 672261 • Celestion li: (01622) 687442 

Is this the future of high-end audio? 
The first DVD-based music carrier was launched at the Las 
Vegas WCES. Called 24/96 Digital Audio Disc, the new 
format is a subset of the existing DVD Video standard. lt 
allows a two channel 24-bit word length recording with a 
sampling rate of 96kHz. Four 24/96 DAD titles have been 
launched by Classic Records under the title of Master Tape 
Sound. A further eight titles - including back catalogue 
from Virgin America- will be launched this year. 

The new 24/96 DAD titles can be played on any of the 
DVD Video players that have been sold to date. However, 
few of these machines can resolve a true 96kHz sampling 
rate with a 24-bit word length. American high-end digi
talmeisters Muse Electronics and Resolution Audio -
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imported by Audiofreaks - are both launching two-box 
players with the information processing power to resolve 
the true 24/96 DAD. Both companies were involved in 
developing the 24/96 DAD digital preparation system 
used by Classic Records for mastering 24/96 DAD. The 
two-box players are expected to retail for about £6,500, 
with integrated models expected later for £5,000 or less. 

Trivia fans pleas note: the name Digital Audio Disc is 
not new. lt has resurfaced after a 17-year slumber. Back 
in the early '80s DAD was a working title for what became 
the Compact Disc! 
Audiofreaks ll: (0181) 948 4153 
Vivante (DAD software) li: (0181) 891 4195 

In brief 
of business, thanks to the local 

trendies' love of collectors' box 
sets and albums by The Verve, 

DJ Shadow, DJ Food etc. 

Blenheim Exhibitions has 
announced the return of the 
'Live' show at Earl's Court. 
Designated a 'home electronic, 
home entertainment' show, Live 
98 will be held at London's 

Earl's Court exhibition centre 

from September 24th to 28th. 

Dealer News 
Phonography is a new hi-li shop in 

Ringwood, Hants. lt claims to 

offer two demonstration rooms 
and hold agencies for Arcam, 
Nairn and Rega among others. 

Proprietors of Peterborough deal
erships The Hi-Fi Company and 
The Listen Inn of Northampton 

have acquired London hi-li 

showroom KJ West One. The lat

ter, which has been trading 

since 1967, will undergo 

"something of a refit". 

li: (0171) 486 8262 

Errata 
We regret that due to an adminis

trative error, we omitted to 
print Recommended swing tags 
on the AVI S2000MI, Densen 

Beat 8100, Electrocompaniet 

ECI-2, Musical Fidelity X-Pre/X

A50, Myryad Ml-120, and Talk 

Electronics Storm 2 amps in 

last month's group test. Also, 

the price of the Technics SU
A900Dmkll amplifier is £399 
not £499 as printed. We apolo
gise for any inconvenience 
caused. 

ALBUMS PLAYED IN 
THE HI-FI CHOICE 

OFFICE THIS MONTH 
Bentley Rhythm Ace 

Bentley Rhythm Ace 

Hootie And The Blowfish 

Cracked Rear View 

The Lemonheads 

Car Button Cloth 

Fat Boy Slim 

Better Living Through Chemistry 

Can 

Egy Banyasi 

King Crimson 

Night Watchman 

Bill Evans 

Undercurrent 

Albert Ayer 

Spiritual Unity 

Antonio Forcione 

Acoustic Revenge 

Joseph Spence 

Livin' on the Hallelujah Side 

Brand New Heavies 

Shelter 

Coldcut 

Journeys By DJ 
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HFC photographer Chris Richardson reports on the weird, wonderful and downright expensive stuff seen at the Las Vegas WCES. 

I
t's early January in Las Vegas, and I'm 

standing in the Fi magazine trade 

reception. Over at the social leper's 

table (the one with the ashtray) there's a 

guy with what looks like a rattlesnake coiled 

around his neck. His Harley Davidson T

shirt rides the overhang of his gut, and rain

bow-mirrored sunglasses cover eyes which, 

in better light, might have noticed the gath

ered media hacks recoiling in horror. 

In fact, this guy (from Electra Glide 

Research) holds a length of silver ribbon 

mains cable, in which uninsulated silver 

strands are separated by non-conductive 

spacers along the wire's one-metre length. 

Black webbing covers the whole thing, 

which measures three inches in diameter. A 

biker to the bone, he calls it the 'Fat Boy' 

and it's a snip at just $2,000 (£1 ,250). 

Despite its best efforts, the hi-fi industry has 

trouble keeping excess out of the way of 

music, and never more so than at the 

annual Winter Consumer Electronics Show 

(WCES) in Las Vegas. There you'll still find 

folks who trust in the apparently bottomless 

pockets of audio fanatics. 

More than 1,900 exhibiting companies 

showcased their wares in five exhibition 

facilities, and in excess of 90,000 foot-sore 

visitors ran the full gamut of 'Consumer 

Technology' products: mobile computing, 

digital television, custom home theatre sys

tems, car audio, satellite navigation, 

900MHz video telephony, wireless phones, 

multi-channel audio, flat-panel plasma TV 

monitors, DVD, digital satellite and every

thing else in between. 

� g.c.D.!L Ua.1I.U he.1r..e. 
Amid the nice black boxes and finely

veneered speakers at the Hilton exhibition 

centre, Audio Design Associates showed the 

Olympus Ill (picture 1): a 24-carat, gold

plated, vacuum-tubed digital surround
sound amplifier. Equipped for Dolby's Pro

Logic and Digital, it packs 10 surround 

sound modes and six audio channels into its 

solid-brass chassis, and is silver-wired by 

hand. lt is strangely retro-looking, with six 

'magic-eye' preamp valves, and costs a cool 

$35,000 (£21 ,875). 

The US shift towards five-channel sur-

round-sound is being vigorously sup

ported not only by hardware manu

facturers, but also by record com

panies- over 10 per cent of 

current music releases in the US 

have some form of Dol by encoding. 

With that in mind, numerous 

British speaker manufacturers see 

a new market emerging in spe

cialist enclosures. These will be 

aimed at audiophiles who need 

top-quality two-channel hi-li, but 

have succumbed to the 5. 1-channel 

marketing onslaught. Ruark Loudspeakers 

was one brand exhibiting at the 'high end' 

Alexis Park exhibition facility. Marketing 

director, Stephen Cross, commented: "With 

the swing towards five channels it will be 

interesting to see if [the high-end exhibition] 

remains the same size next year. " 

Ruark itself is treading the high-end high 

wire by giving UK distribution to the US

made AudioPrism Mana (pie. 2), an exquis

itely-crafted monaural valve power amp, 

rated at 100 Watts in ultra linear mode. lt 

retails at $10,000 (£6,250) per pair- at 

present Ruark's order books are empty . . .  

��-�4ouM..d 
Hidden away in a poky room at the Alexis 

Park was Duncan Perreaux, famous all over 

the world for manufacturing serious amps, 

but still seeking an outlet in the UK. New 

this year were Perreaux Reference 'Classic' 

and Reference 'P', one/two/six channel 

amplifiers and a Dol by-Digital-ready proces

sor with interchangeable front panels. 

The 'Classic' option comprises a curva

ceous, high-purity cast-aluminium option 

which will turn your amp into the rear end 

of a '57 Cadillac; alternatively, if you so 

desire, you can imitate a Ferrari by opting 

for the bright-red or black-chrome alterna

tive. The 'P' version is a laser-cut, 10mm

thick slab of aluminium plate, from which 

'flying wing' handles protrude at the front, 

these lending an air of quiet conservatism to 

a stylistic execution more in keeping with 

mainstream audio cosmetics. The power 

and preamp 'Classic' (as illustrated, pie. 3) 

will set you back $7,800 (£4,875), for 250 

Watts per channel of exquisite sound. 

d" <nHe g 0 dg r t .s ax. t.h.r. oi.Lde. 
If I had lost my way between the Caesar's 

Palace and Flamingo hotels on the Las 

Vegas Strip, I could have turned for help to 

a hand-held Magellan EC-10X World 

Phone, which would have used US military 
Global Positioning Satellites (GPS) to place 

me within 10 metres of the nearest slot 

machine or baccarat table. 

Alas, even gadgetry on this level couldn't 

help the stretch-limo chauffeur of 'Global 

Satellite lnc' shut off his car alarm. And it 

almost seems cute that our Hell's Angel 

cable purveyor offered me the opportunity 

to place both hands around his impressive 

bicep. "Feel that," he drawled with a deep 

Texan twang. "Ah got another interconnect 

as thick as that. Ah call it the Anaconda1" 

That was $4,000 (£2,500), and I won

dered what would go bang first when an 

unsuspecting creature stepped on it acci

dentally. A new perspective on the phrase 

'Southern Fried', methinkst 
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Can't get to hear the dream phono cartridge you want to buy? 

Jason Kennedy finds out whether high-end needles sound the same in different turntables. 

111. nalogue rules!" as Beavis and 
Butt-head might say. To be 

more specific, music rules, 

but it doesn't sound like 
music until the waveform you hear becomes 

analogous to that of the recording. And I use 

the word analogous advisedly. In the good 
old, bad old days of the LP, there was no need 

to convert things from analogue to digital 
and back again. Life was simple, high-fidelity 

source components were expensive and 
everyone was happy- well, at least those 

with fat wallets! 
Now that good-quality digital source 

components and discs are so cheap, inflation 

has made decent analogue equipment like 

cartridges seem dear. Moreover, because of 

their expense, they are rare beasts, and not 
at all easy to audition for prospective buy

ers. So I set myself the task of providing a sec
ond opinion on the high-end cartridges 

reviewed last month (HFC 17 5) by our 
Consultant Ed, Paul Messenger. 

Diamonds are forever 
I was fascinated to see whether the same peck

ing order would result if they were auditioned 

in the context of an altogether different hi-fi 

system. (To my chagrin, the Dynavector Te 

Kaitora had resumed its tour of potential cus
tomers.) I spent a day negotiating the remain
ing six needles into the tender care of an SME 

Modei20A turntable with model V Gold arm, 
and squirting the signals thence through DNM 
3C/PA3 amps (Statements, p40) and JBL 

4312mkii speakers (Ear Waxings, HFC 175 
pll). This is what I heard ... 

I started by comparing the £525 Goldring 
Excel VX with a Denon DL304 (£200). PM 
struggled to enthuse about the VX, mainly 
because it was the cheapest model. But by my 
criteria, the VX performed admirably, offer
ing more grunt, timbral resolution and bass 
than the cheaper design. It opened up a 
grungy Zappa LP, transforming the sound
stage from a swamp into a concert hall. 

To assess the wooden-bodied Grado 

Reference (£995) I employed the services of 
a Musical Fidelity X-LP, since the D M 3C 
does nor have a moving-magnet phono stage, 
only moving-coil. The results were dynamic 
to say the least, albeit tainted a little by sur
face noise. When the going got tough during 
an Archie Shepp workout, the Grado didn't 
sound as secure as some bur there was plenty 
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of power on tap. With a more exalted MM 

stage to hand, I suspect the goal posts would 

have shifted even further. 

This mortal moving-coil 
The first serious coil on the headshell was 

Ortofon's blue beauty, the £1,000 Rohmann, 

which added some real purpose to the pro

ceedings. Performances became far more 
engaging and the intensity of the musicians 
really broke through. Although it's not quite 
as dynamic as the Grado, its all-round capa

bility makes the most of myryad musical 
styles, and clearly warrants the Best Buy. 

With Clearaudio's heavyweight Signature 

(£1,495), the stakes are upped quite consid

erably, and now I understand why Paul 

enquired about the highly-priced Insider 
model from the range. It maybe nor be as 
atmospheric as the van den Hul Frog 
(£1,500), and was inclined to highlight sur
face noise, but its bass power really sets it 
apart. It transmits the conviction and inten
sity of musicianship as well as the very best 
cartridges, even managing to make Frank 
Zappa sound younger, though it didn't trans

form a 'bronze age' drum sound. 

The none-too-frog-like (but admittedly 
green) van den Hul Frog offers a more refined 
bur only slightly less substantial version of 
events. It suited my set-up extremely well, 
bringing out timbral and temporal subtlety 
with considerable aplomb. It had an ability 
to resolve low levels while giving lead instru

ments their full weight, and it was amazing 

Engaging performances from this blue 
beauty confirmed its Best Buy status. 

to hear the way it teased out the nuances of 
Eric Clapton's playing on Roger Waters' 
Pros And Cons Of Hitchhiking album. 

Carbon dating 
Wilson benesch's lightweight Carbon 

(£1,572.50) is no stranger to my record col

lection, having given Stirling service chez 
Kennedy for over a year. As Paul noted, its 

main strength is a miraculous mid9and, with 
subtlety and dynamics.lt was a little inclined 
to sound bright with the D M, but with a 

Michelllso HR ph ono stage you get a more 

even balance, which might have pushed ir 
higher in Paul's estimation. It's quick and 

energetic without being insecure, and in the 

context of the Wb tonearm, it's bard to beat. 

The final needle was the stylish Lyra 
Parnassus DCt (£1,895) an expensive and 
beautifully-finished moving-coil. Initially I 
was stunned by its speed and resolution, but 
over an extended listening period I joined 
Paul in his irritation at the over-insistent 
portrayal of high frequencies. You could 
tame this peaky balance by damping the 
beadshell, along the lines of the Townshend 

Rock's silicone-fluid-filled troughs for exam

ple, but I would deem the Lyra too unfor
giving for general recommendation. 

So, there was close correlation between 
my findings and Paul's, which would tend 
to suggest that a cartridge's character is 
stronger than a turntable's. I hope this helps 
some analogue addicts to take the next srep 

up the hi-fi tree! � 
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Paul ille .. 's 
asis of ity 

High efficiency speakers can make a modest amp sound very loud. 

However, Paul Miller is not convinced they are a hi-fi panacea! 

L
ast month in this column I discussed 

the sometimes misleading nature 

of amplifier power-output specifi
cations, and how two amps with 

nominally identical output can generate dra
matically different sound levels. 

As promised, this month I will move the 

spotlight one link further down the chain; to 

the end of it, in fact- speakers. In particu

lar, I want to address the issue of loudspeaker 

sensitivity. By way of an example, I will con

sider two loudspeaker designs from opposite 

extremes of the spectrum. Both were 
reviewed in H FC 174: the A Vl Positron and 

the Kelly Transducers KT3. 

When supplied with an electrical input of 

2.83V from an amplifier, the latter speaker 

can generate a weighted average sound pres

sure level of 96.3dBN1m. By contrast, the 

AVI Positron will only sustain 84.6dBA/1 m 

under precisely the same conditions. 

We can clearly demonstrate that, for a 
given electrical input, the Kelly is going to 

deliver nearly four times the acoustical out
put of the A VI Positron. I will refrain from 

making any sort of value judgement about the 

very generalised claims made for the sonic 

superiority of high-sensitivity speakers, as [ 
believe these are difficult to prove and, indeed, 

are hard to pin down in practice. 
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MAXIMUM SOUND LEVEL ACHIEVED IN-ROOM 

LOUDSPEAKER 
SENSITIVIlY (2.83V @ 1 m) 

fiGURE 1: WHY REAL MUSIC IS 
SO DEMANDING fOR Hl-fl 
Here we see an excerpt from Mahler's 5th 

Symphony (Denon COC0-9737), which I 

used in HFC 172 to illustrate the dynamic 

@MILLER AUDIO 
RESEARCH 

AMPLIFIER 
POWER OUTPUT 

nature of real musical signals. For those who 

own this recording, I have highlighted the 

instruments most readily audible during the 

tumultuous introduction. And any readers 

referring back to issue 172 should note that, 

in this instance, the vertical scale is logarith

mic (dB) rather than linear (Vrms). 

This month's plot shows that the level of 

music reproduced by the Kelly Transducers 
KT3, represented in red, rises 11-12dB above 

A VI's Positron, in black. If A VI's speaker was 

to match the Kelly for output, then it would 
require an input of 10.9V 

rather than 2.83V. 

I'm working in volts here, 

nor Watts. This is for the sim
ple reason that each speaker 
has a different load imped
ance, and neither behaves like 
a simple eight-Ohm resistor. 

If they did, then via Ohm's 
law we could extrapolate that 

the Kelly requires a one Watt 

input (2.83V across eight 
Ohms) and the AVI 14.9 

Watts (10.9V across eight 

Ohms) to achieve the same 

sound pressure leveL 
This ratio is maintained 
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fairly closely up to the maximum in-room 
levels of both speakers (113dBA and 102dBA 

respectively), thus demonstrating, all other 

things being equal, that the MF has about 

lldB of extra dynamic range over the AVL 

FIGURE 2: HOW TO WORK O'IJT A 
SYSTEM'S LOUDNESS POTENTIAL 
This chart enables readers to estimate the 
maximum loudness capability of their own 

amplifier/speaker combinations, assuming a 
room of 'average' dimensions and acousti

cal properties, and a listening position at 

least two metres from the speakers. 
Simply plot the notional lm/1 Watt 

(2.83V/8 Ohm) sensitivity of your speakers 
against the maximum (8 Ohm) power output 
of your amplifier, and read off the maximum 
sound pressure level (SPL) from the colorised 
scale. Green represents a modest <lOOdB 

maximum SPL; red represents the real con

cert-hall levels into which (unless you want 

to damage your hearing) you should not stray 

on a long-term basis every day. 

The yellow band represents an output of 
between 103-105dB, which is a healthy max
imum for "the 'average' hi-fi loudspeaker. 
You can see from the plot that a low-ish 85dB 
sensitivity speaker will require around 
220Watts to achieve this level, while one 
rated at 88dB, will require around 125Watts. 

The computer program used to create 
this plot takes account of various factors 
which help to simulate the in-room envi
ronment, and allow for the heating effect of 
excessive power inputs. Nevertheless, from 
the shape of the curve it's possible to see that 
a doubling in amplifier power only prompts 
a 3dB increase in SPL from the speaker. 

It's easy to see that, in reality, choosing a 
more sensitive speaker is a much better idea 
than choosing a monster amplifier, if high 
SPLs are the goal. In practical terms this 
means the Kelly will achieve something like 
'real-life' orchestral levels with a 150 Watts 
amplifier, whereas the Positron would 
require, say, 2.4 kWatts (off our scale). In 
practice, the thermal limits of the speaker 
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voice-coils and crossover network will pre

vent it from handling more than 200 Watts 

before gross distortion results. 

FIGURE 3: WHAT THE 
AMPLIFIER SEES IN SPEAKERS 
I've already suggested that our two speaker 
examples are a long way from exhibiting 
the characteristics of textbook eight
Ohm resistors. However, both have 

very different frequency responses, dis

tortion profiles and dispersion char

acteristics. It would be taking a liberty 
to suggest that the Kelly, for example, 

is a great-sounding speaker just 
because it is very sensitive. 

The converse is true for the A VI 

Positron. Reduced sensitivity is often 
the price paid for the design of a neu
tral loudspeaker. The Positron's load, 

for example, is a low 7.6 Ohms aver

age, but it does not present any wild 

swings in impedance (blue curve, 

((<[D TECHNOLOGY 

right-hand axis) or phase angle, for the 

amplifier to negotiate. Moreover, the reflex 
port has been accurately tuned to 55Hz (1), 

very close to its 51Hz impedance dip (2), and 

it remains free of any spurious resonances 

that might colour the mid band, for example. 

FIGURE 4: ARE WE LISTENING TO 
AMPS OR SPEAKERS? 
Compared to the A VI, the Kelly presents a 
very different face both to the world- and, 
importantly, to the amplifier. On the one 

hand, the main port output at 38Hz (3) is on
target, with the pronounced driver null (4) 

and dip in impedance (5), but the average load 
value is 6.1 Ohms and the minimum a low 

3.5 Ohms. Therefore, the load is tougher and 

the swings greater, but rhe Kelly is demand
ing a lower output from the amplifier. 

This brings us to another crucial question. 
Are we simply listening to differences in our 

amplifier's performance 'envelope'? With 
one speaker it is delivering just a few Watts; 

the other, less sensitive design calls for tens 

or hundreds of Watts. 
Numerous factors come to bear on the 

sound quality of a given loudspeaker. It is a 
complicated matter. For example, our (early) 
sample of the Kelly harboured a strong inter-

nal resonance that revealed itself on the 
bass driver's response ( 6), the front 
port output (7) and even the imped
ance trend ( 8). Very lightweight cones 

with high-efficiency motor systems 

are necessarily quite 'lively' and, 
therefore, require very special atten
tion. You never get something for 

nothing, and while high-sensitivity 
speakers certainly permit the gener
ation of high dynamic range and 'con

cert hall' levels in the home, they are 
by no means a panacea for all hi-fi ills. 

Do you have a subject matter for the Oas1s? 
Please contact ?.Miller viaE-mail on 

100576.3021 @compuserve.com � 
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The Jimmy Bughes 

Expe .. ience 
Jimmy Hughes explains why he added high frequencies to his hi-fi system, 

then took them away again. There's nowt so queer as hi-fi folk! 

S
ince the very earliest days of audio, 
experts have considered it impor
tant that the frequency bandwidth of 
a reproduced signal (ie the lowest 

lows and the highest highs), should be at least 
equal to the frequency response of the human 
ear. This implies a minimum desirable range 
of 20 to 20,000 cycles per second (20 Hz to 
20 kHz as it's known.) 

An early complaint about CD was that its 
high-frequency bandwidth only extends a 
little above 20kHz before a sharp 'brick
wall' filter chops off any higher frequencies. 
Although most of us the wrong side of 15 are 
likely to hear nothing above 18 kHz, some 
authorities have begun to suggest that even 
if we can't actually hear the uppermost fre
quencies in music, we can detect changes in 
sound quality when those ultra-high notes 
are filtered our. 

One of the biggest improvements I made 
to my system was to install two cheap, horn
loaded, Motorola piezo tweeters alongside 
my main speakers. These operate above 
12kHz or thereabouts, but are severely 
attenuated, so their contribution is very 
small. Indeed, if you play the whole speaker 
system and put your ear close to these 'super
tweeters', it's virtually impossible to tell if 
they're actually working, even if you switch 
them in and out! Back in the listening seat, 
however, the difference is obvious. 

With the super-tweeters in action, the 
sound has greater focus and immediacy, with 
tighter bass and better stereo imaging. They 
seem to improve clarity, detail and bass firm
ness in ways that are hard to credit subjec
tively, given how little they seem to con
tribute and the frequency range they cover. 
And it's vital not to have them too loud; para
doxically, their effect seems bigger the less 
you use them! 

Set the tone 
For about a year now I have used the X-Tone 
module from Musical Fidelity, set to give a 
slight cut above 15kHz, with the control set 
typically at the 10 or 11 o'clock position. J 
find this helps to clean up the sound, improv
ing focus and separation. I often prefer to add 
a little extra treble cut, particularly when lis
tening to older analogue recordings on CD, 
to give the sound more fullness and body, 
without losing brilliance or attack. 
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Surely there is some conflict, I can hear 
you suggest, between the use of super tweet
ers to boost high-frequency output, and 
restricting it with a tone control. In my obser
vation, however, it's almost as if the loud
speakers need the capability, independenr of 
any particular piece of music, to reproduce 
the full frequency spectrum. Hence the need 
for good subwoofers and fast tweeters. Yet 
paradoxically, the benefits of having such 
speakers are still apparent even when listen
ing to music with a limited bandwidth. 

The audible benefits of a good subwoofer, 
for example, are evident on the reproduction 
of music that seems to contain no extreme 
bass. I enjoy demonstrating the musical effec
tiveness of the sub by playing the slow move
ment of Vivaldi's Concerto for Two 

Mandolins, which features just the two solo 
instruments playing quietly. o bass there, 
surely? Yet the soundstage collapses without 
the subs switched in. The same kind of effect 
occurs with the super-tweeters. Even when 
playing material taken from old limited
bandwidth '78s, I can detect a the difference 
made by the super-tweets. 

Old filtered gold 
The tone control particularly is of benefit to 
many older recordings, which are not always 
best served by wide bandwidth. For exam
ple, the series of Vaughan Williams sym
phonies- recorded in mono, for Decca, in 
the 1950s by Sir Adrian Boult- sound thin 

on CD. Yet the original LPs, especially the 
Fourth Symphony, sound excellent. 

Intriguingly, ifi listen with some treble cut 
above 12kHz (to mimic the upper frequency 
response of contemporary pick-up car
tridges?), the sound firms up and becomes 
much more solidly focused. Tape hiss is 
reduced, yet there's no loss of brilliance. 

If you're thinking of using the MF X
Tone, it's important to insert it at the correct 
link in the signal chain. If you're reducing 
bandwidth (cutting treble and/or bass) it's 
best to insert the device as far down the line 
as possible - say between preamp and 
power amp. That way, noise or stray har
monics/distortion from the preamp will also 
be attenuated. Conversely, if you want to 
liven up the sound with some boost, you'll 
find it pays to place the tone control early in 
the chain- before the preamp if possible. 

Perhaps this rather perverse desire to limit 
the extreme high-frequency respoose of my 
system is a reflection of its inadequacies. 
Were it more accomplished, perhaps I'd feel 
no need to make these modifications. Yet I've 
heard state-of-the-art kit with exactly the 
same problems. Despite the care that has 
been lavished upon such pieces, J always find 
myself wanting to reduce the exrreme upper 
frequencies. All this for me, whose upper fre
quency hearing response is less extended 
than it was 10 or 15 years ago. For every new 
hi-fi mystery we explain, another one takes 
its place... � 
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Personal 
Captain Cone, Paul Messenger, explains that all is not 

what it seems when it comes to loudspeaker group tests. 

• 
eviewing a group of loudspeak
ers is a simple process of plug
ging in box after box and listen-
ing to your favourite music, 

right? Wrong. Inherem to rhe process is a 
crucial difficulty: the speaker under assess
mem is, ultimately, the slave of the signal it 
is fed. Change the CD player or turmable, 
plug in a fresh amp, and chances are the 

ranking order of test candidates will change. 
For this very reason, we have undertaken 

over the last year or so to extend the scope 
of Hi-Fi Choice loudspeaker reviews. While 
our time-honoured, unsighted listening rests 
are still propelled by my venerable 
Linn/Naim rig, nowadays we include extra 
listening rests using CD players and amps of 
a different flavour. One knotty problem 
remains: the criteria by which an 'alternative' 
system may be selected. 

Initially we chose CD player and amp 
combinations to match the aspirations of 
speakers being tested. Budget electronics 
with budget speakers; mid-price with mid
price; and so on. A sensible enough approach 
at first sight, but it does rather fall foul of the 
paradox idemified in the first paragraph. 

And there is a further implication: the better 
the speaker, the more likely it is to show up 
any deficiencies of the driving components. 

The plot thickens further. There's really 
no such thing as a 'representative' budget sys
tem. Such components are by definition sig
nificantly compromised, so their perfor
mance depends substantially on the balance 
of trade-oHs conceded by their designers. 
(For this reason, one-make systems often 
have a head start over mix'n'match combos.) 

Try another flavour 
Having experimented with like-price speak
ers and electronics, l decided to look instead 
for sources and amplifiers which offered 
impeccable hi-fi performance but an alter-
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native flavour to my regular Naim kit. For 
the last speaker group rest (HFC 174) I tried 
three very reputable CD players (Acoustic 
Precision Eikos, XTC CDP-1, Marantz CD-
17 Kl Signature) fed through Krell's £!SA
Award-winning KAV 300i amplifier. Very 
satisfactory results all round. However, no 
sooner had I finished the reviews than the 

XTC and Marantz CD players were whisked 
away, leaving me with just the Eikos and 
Krell. And only a few more days elapsed 
before the Krell's number was called from the 
edge of the hi-fi boating pool. I was ponder
ing alternatives when serendipity intervened 
in rhe guise of Musical Fidelity proprietor 
Antony Michaelson. Tucked away in rhe 
boot of his car was the enormous A 1001 
amplifier (Statements, HFC 172). 

It's pure coincidence that the AlOOl 
arrived just as the Krell was leaving, but the 
two amps have a lot in common. Both amps 
are line-level-only integrated designs; are 
physically large and pack a great deal of 
punch; and are style-setters in the current 
trend towards high-price, high-performance 
integrated models. it is coincidence that both 
carry exactly the same £2,500 price tag. 

The Krell has the cosmetic advantage, and 

is significantly more compact, bur the Musical 
Fidelity seems better suited to my purposes. 
Its sound quality differs significantly from the 
Krell (or, for that matter, the Naim collec
tion), but arguably it's as valid as either, and 
certainly fights its own corner very effec
tively. In midband neutrality and natural
ness, the other two stand in Musical Fidelity's 
shade; though its top end is less euphonic than 
Krell, and less incisive than Naim. 

Powered flight 
The AlOOl offers a rare combination of very 
decem sound quality with massive power 
delivery. It's a sad fact of audiophile life that 
low-power amps tend to sound better than 
high-power ones. Naturally, this situation 
favours higher sensitivity loudspeakers. But 
low-sensitivity speakers do exist, and the 

300 Watts or so offered by this Musical 
Fidelity should be more than enough to wake 
up even the most recalcitrant transducer. 

The 70 Watt/eight Ohms-rated Naim 
NAP135s are adequate for most speakers. 
Theory would predict rh is power output cor

relating to a healthy 106dB sound pressure 
level with 'typical' 88dB!W speakers; though 
in this case theory and practice don't always 
coincide. However, the AlGOl's theoretical 
extra 6dB of headroom should prove useful 
with some of the 82-84dB!Watt designs. 

(Antony Michaelson would argue that 
such prodigious power ourput, when coupled 
with high-efficiency speakers, also permits 
the generation of chair-shaking 'concert' lis
tening levels in the domestic listening room. 
See also Paul Miller's feature on pl6. -Ed.) 

To what extent theory translates into real
ity will have ro wait. A largish stand-mount 
design called Xanadu, from a new brand 
called Audio Spectrum, carries a hefty price
tag (around £1,595 including stands), but 
uses classy SEAS drivers in a very good-look
ing enclosure. Sensitivity is low, bur power 
handling and transparency are excellem. Will 
this model put the case for the defence of low
efficiency designs? Watch this space! � 
Audio Spectrum m (01752) 363355 
Musical Fidelity m (0181) 900 2866 
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K E F R E F E R E N C E 

KEF Reference Series 

authorised dealers: 

Bath Paul Green 
Beckenham Musical Images 
Belfast Lyric Hi Fi 
Bishop Stortford The Audio File 
Bolton Sound & Vision 

Bournemouth Sultan's 
Bristol Radford Hi Fi 
Bristol Audio Excellence 
Cardiff Audio Excellence 
Cheltenham Sevenoaks 
Chester Audio Excellence 
Croydon Spaldings 

01225 316197 

0181 663 3777 

01232 381296 

01279 506576 

01204 861861 

01202 555512 

0117 9428247 

0117 9264975 

01222 228565 

01242 241171 

01244 345576 

0181 654 1231 

Edgbaston Music Matters 

Exeter Radford Hi Fi 
Guildford P J Hi Fi 
Huddersfield Huddersfield Hi Fi 

Hull Zen Audio 
Kings Lynn Martins Hi Fi 

The best 
things 

• 

life Ill 

• 

cost quite a 
bit, actually. 

Music is one of life's great pleasures. But like caviar and 

Champagne, the best never comes cheap. 

Take KEF's legendary Reference Series. We set out to create 

loudspeakers of unrivalled acoustic transparency - and in the 

pursuit of perfection, price is a secondary consideration. 

Nothing is allowed to compromise the purity of the recorded 

signal. High-order crossovers are computer matched for seamless 

integration. Internal wiring is oxygen-free copper, soldered by 

hand. The baffies are mineral filled and contoured to minimise 

edge diffractions. And before it leaves the craftsmen who build 

it, every loudspeaker is rigorously tested against a calibrated 

laboratory reference system. 

Hence the flawless response. The astonishing lucidity. The 

consummate musicality. Technical supremacy in a Savile Row suit. 

Actually, they don't seem expensive at all. 

Sfiffil 
Take IIIo the bridge 

0121 429 2811 Norwich Martins Hi Fi 01603 627010 

01392 218865 Nottingham Nottingham Hi Fi 01159 786919 

01483 50480 1 Oxford Radford Hi Fi 01865 511241 

01484 544668 Reading Sevenoaks 0118 9597768 

01482 587397 Rhos-on-Sea Electrotrader 01492 548932 

01553 761683 Sheffield Audio Images 01142 737893 

Leamington Leamington Hi Fi Company 01926 888644 Slough Frasers 01753 520244 

Liverpool Better Hi Fi 0151 227 5007 Solihull Music Matters 0121 742 0254 

London Hi Fi Experience 0171 580 3535 St. Albans W. Darby & Co. 01727 850961 

London Musical Images 0171 497 1346 St. Leonards Adams & Jarrett 01424 437165 

Maidstone Unilet Sound & Vision 0 t 622 676703 Tun bridge Wells Sounds of Music 01892 547003 

Nelson Wilkinsons Hi Fi 01282 612901 Watford Acoustic Arts 01923 233011 

New Maiden Unilet Sound & Vision 0181 942 9567 Worcester Sevenoaks 01905 612929 

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Lintone 0191 460 0999 Worthing Phase 3 01903 245577 

MODELS SHOWN ARE THE REFERENCE SERIES COMPRISING THE MODEL One. MODEL Two. MODEL Three AND MODEL Four. KEF AND UN I-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS. UN I-Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. U.S. PAT. NO. 5,548,657. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING 

FOR DETAILS ON KEF REFERENCE SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED. DEPT HFC9, FREEPOST MAt332, ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 68R. TELEPHONE (01622) 672261. WEBSITE hnp://www.k.el.com 
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TELL US YOUR VIEWS ON HI-FI AND MUSIC. THE HEST LETTER EVERY MONTH WINS AN M-S POLO-SHIRT! 

LETTER 01' TBE MONTB 
Competition shocks 
For some reason that is not apparent, Hi-Pi Choice restricts its 

competition entries to persons living in the UK. 
It seems only fair that anyone who buys a magazine should be 

eligible to enter any competition that is featured in that publica
tion. As your magazine is sold in countries outside the UK, it is 
reasonable to conclude that your sales figures are used to attract 
the advertising in the magazine. 

I fully realise that there are mains voltage and frequency di f
ferences in foreign countries to be considered, and that some 
countries may place an import tax on luxury goods. 

However, surely every competition in a magazine that I buy, 
should be open for me to enter. I believe that a contract exists 
between the publisher and myself and that I am entitled to no 
more or less than any other customer. If my query is considered 
interesting enough to feature in your magazine, then my entries 
should find their place in your competitions. And yes, I will 
gladly pay the courier! 
Thomas Fox, Kinnegad, Ireland 

Simon Davies, Publisher, replies ... Hi-Pi Choice is published in 
the UK and, as such, is governed by UK law as it relates to the 
competitions we run and the prizes we offer. Any countries 
outside the UK have their own legal guidelines for competitions 
that may not be the same as our own. Furthermore, as you point 
out, many overseas countries have a different mains electricity 
supply to our own. This can create problems in obtaining the 
appropriate version of the equipment offered as a prize. Finally, 
if a manufacturer does not have an agent in an overseas market 
and a fault develops, then obtaining service could prove difficult. 

Quad revisited 
My local hi-fi specialist shop 
informed me that Quad was 
taken over about two years ago 
and that its service department 
was no longer effective, but that 
recently there had been a 
management buy-out of the 
Quad company. 

Can you confirm this and 
can you state whether the com
pany is still upholding the tra
ditional standards of Quad 
service for its older equip
ment? Or is there any other 
company that you can 
recommend? 
lain le Due, Chippenham 

Quad is now owned by JAG (as 
reported in HFC 171) and its 
service department is alive and 
well. It can be contacted on� 
(01480) 45256.1. CR 

Global issues 
Great to see Hi-Pi Choice on the 
Net. I have been an on/off reader 
for a while and a subscriber to 
What Hi-Pi? for a few years. 

While both mags are good 
(although I'm a bit disappointed 
that What Hi-Pi? has gone a bit 
downmarket with too much 
focus on midi systems), your 
decision to finally get on the 
Web has now resulted in me 

dropping my What Hi-Pi? 
subscription and subscribing 
instead to Hi-Pi Choice. 

As some general feedback on 
your magazine, you need to 
remain as independent of the 
manufacturers as possible, as 
this is the reason most interna
tional subscribers buy your mag. 

Also, I would very much like 
to see some more reviews of hi-fi 
equipment that's available 
elsewhere in the world. 

Keep up the good work. 
Michael Parker, Darwin, 
Australia 

Get connected 
I've been following the 'phase 
linear' discussion (as exempli
fied by the various Pioneer 
Precision and Eikos products) in 
Hi-Pi Choice with a lot of inter
est. I'm still trying to upgrade, 
but I need to get the finances 
sorted out first! 

One thing in which I think 
your readers might be interested: 
a list of Web links on phase-lin
earity and various other topics. 
Perhaps you could have a corner 
of a page somewhere for these 
interesting sources of informa
tion - they are after all free, and 
very often straight from the 
horse's mouth. 

Three to get you going, all 
related to the Precision range 
and the Acoustic Precision 
set-ups, are: Electrofluidics 
(www.blue-chip.com/efx/), EJ 
Jordan web page (www.inter-

OYitAD�RJ:SS 

The Editor-in-Chief, Hi-Fi Choice, 

19 Bolsover Street, LONDON W1P 7HJ. 

18 0171-917 5512. 

eEl editor.hifichoice@dennis.co.uk. 
We resetve the right to edit all letters. Concise 

correspondence preferred! All letters must 

include address and daytime 'phone numbers. 

ads.co.uklejjordan/index.htm) 
and Michell Engineering 
(www.wavenet.co.uklwerner/m 
ichell/welcome.html . 

Also, how about taking the 
Precision system you reviewed 
last month (HPC 17 4) and 
adding a REL sub? Because of 
the price however, try not to use 
the £3k Stadium 11 this time. 
What's it like with something a 
little more in its price range, 
such as a QlOOE, Strata or 
Storm for example? At least I 
could dream of owning this 
some day! 
Chris Totten via the Internet 

There is the possibility of a sub
woofer review in the spring. In 
the meantime watch Ultra 
Vivian Scene, as we believe 
David Vivian will be trying some 
subs with a pair of Eikos FRls, 
and may well audition some of 
the models you mention. JK 

Chemise! 
The best letter every month wins a stylish 

polo-shirt from Mordaunt-Short, 

purveyors of fine loudspeakers. 

Available in black with a discreet sleeve 

logo. One 'large' size fits all. 



UNLIKE MOST SPEAKER COMPANIES, 
WE BUILD SPEAKERS. 

WE DON'T BUY THEM. 

My, my. Things nowadays are not always what they'•·e Evet·y single pa•·t of out· beloved Contout· 1.8 (the one 

ct·acked up to be. We't·e almost positive ou•· wo•·ks •·accoon Knudsen is just checking 

it all started with the egg-f•·ee egg. Yum. fot· alien intmders) is still meticulously hand 

Then came caffeine-free coffee, with the built by our dedicated Danish master 

taste gone, too. In a matter of days, the craftsmen. 

conscience-ft·ee politician followed, who 

within moments was justly nm ovet· by his With ou•· legendary oversized voice-coils, 

own badge-engineered cat·. And now, het·e out· incomparable first-ot·der crossovers, 

comes the ultimate hmTot·: The Dynaudio- the flat drivet· membt·ane geomett·y and the 

free Dynaudio speaker. minimization of phase pt·oblems. F.-om truly 

supet·ior matet·ials, m extremely limited 

No way! Just kidding! In fact, it's just the numbet·s. To c•·eate beautiful, true music. 

other way around; 90% of all other high- And nothing else. 

end manufactm·e•·s do not painstakingly 

develop and build their own speakers at If you want to experience the original (!) 

all. Instead, theit· designers tend to use Dynaudio effect, please call us at (0171) 37 

our justly famous Esota•· and Esotec 89 750 or fax us at (01732) 451 938 for a 

tweetet·s, only to sell them to you, the free copy of om· inimitable "Book of Truth". 

tmth-loving English public, as their own You'U love it. Because unlike most speaker 

most expensive c•·eations. We, being tt·ue companies, not only do we build our own 

Danes, still believe in a 100% in-house pt·oduction. speaket·s. We \Hite out· own ads and brochm·es, too. 

[i)r, � t-\1) •J t•] 
AUTHENTIC FIDELITY 

DANES DON ·y LIE.'M 



Write on! 

A bit miffed 
I logged onto your Web site 

to see what I could find on 

MiniDisc systems and found 
nothing. Your search facilities 
are useless .... if I knew all the 
details you ask for, then I would 
log on to the manufacturer's 
site, or phone and ask them 

for a brochure. 

You should de-register me as 

I shall not bother visiting again. 

Name and address withheld 

The bag is full of power today! 

Gap in the market 
Thanks for putting your maga

zine on the Net; I find it very 
enjoyable to browse through the 

online comments and reviews. I 

am a subscriber to Hi-Pi Choice 
anyway, so a confirmed hi-fi 

addict, but it is still great to be 
able to get a fix during lunch 
breaks at work. 

You ask for suggestions on 
your site, so here is mine. Take a 
look at the Audio Reviews site 
(http://www.audioreview.com/). 
It is the best I have seen, and has 

a very active market-place sec
tion with many bargains. The 
only drawback is that it is 
mostly US-based. Perhaps an 
opportunity for you to fill? 
]ulian Dortort, Reading, Berks 

An interesting suggestion ... sv 

Dynamic? Be thinks not 
I read with interest the article 
about budget amplifiers 
(November 1997). However, I 
have a major quibble with the 
method by which results are 

HI-FI CHOICE 

reported in your tests. 

Why do you infer that a poor 
quality power-supply regulation 
figure (represented by dynamic 
power output) is superior to 
good-quality regulation? If a 

high-end Krell, Pass, Levinson, 

or almost any pure Class A 

amplifier were included in this 

test, they would fare rather 

badly in the dynamic power out
put test. Strange? I think so. 

Most competent designers 
acknowledge that a varying 
voltage supply has a negative 

affect on sound quality. 
If you don't believe me then 

have one of your technicians 

modify an amp from the test so 
that its power supply is as stiff 
as possible. Then do a compara

tive listening test and you will 
rapidly see the folly of such fig
ures. Dynamic power output is a 
measure of how BAD an ampli
fier is, not how good. 
Trevor Wilson, Hurstville, 

NSW, Australia 

We don't know where you got 

the idea that dynamic power 
output is a measurement of 
power supply regulation. As you 
will see if you read last month's 
Oasis of Sanity (HFC 175), it's a 

measure of power output up to 
one per cent distortion under 

realistic, music-like conditions. 

You are correct in suggesting 
that stiffer power supplies result 

in better sound quality, however 
-all other things being equal 
of course! JK 

Talk don't come cheap 
I believe that Hi-Pi Choice is an 

excellent magazine, and I have 

been a regular reader since 

January 1996. However, it is 
still missing something, namely 

a complete directory of manu

facturers' and distributors' 
postal addresses. 

I know you already list tele
phone/fax numbers and Web 
sites, but contacting hi-fi manu

facturers world-wide, many 

times a week, or even a day, by 

phone or fax, gets rather expen
sive. It can also be very hard for 

me to contact some British com

panies if you quote the product 
without the address. 

I am aware it may not be pos
sible to print all the addresses in 
each issue, but maybe you could 
print them once a year in your 

Buyers Guide. 

Amaury Vaernewyck, 

Antwerp, Belgium 

While we print full addresses of 

every product in a group test, 
space does not allow us to print 

them with every entry in the 

Directory. If you do need to 

contact so many companies I'd 

suggest you use e-mail; 

addresses can be found on our 

Web site and many others. 

Regrettably, due to our ever

expanding Directory, and space 

restrictions, our Manufacturer's 

Contact list {p130) has been 

honed down to phone numbers 

alone. But your idea for an 

annual address-listing may well 

come to fruition. sv 

Money well saved? 
I have a Philips CDR 870 on 

order from my dealer, which I 

have been advised has just come 
in, and at a pretty good price of 
£379. In the meantime, how
ever, I have just seen your 
January issue and noted the 
reviewer's serious reservations 
regarding jitter etc. I am not sure 
when this article was written, 
some time ago I assume, but do 
you know if the current items 
have been improved? 

Also if the problems you 
mentioned have been cured, is 
there any way of telling whether 

the unit is at the latest spec? 
You may have saved me an 

expensive mistake as a certain 

'other' magazine said the CDR 
870 was the best thing since sliced 
bread and worth the money just 
for the CD player alone! 
Nigel Pant via the internet 

WRITE ON 

We are still waiting to hear from 

Philips on the current status of 

any modifications it it making 

to the CDR 870, in the light of 
our critical review in HFC 174 

and a similar write up in Hi-Fi 
News- to date the only titles 
to have identified the jitter prob

lem. When we have tested a 
pukka production sample of a 
revised version of the CDR 870, 

HFC readers will be the very 

first to know! sv 

Seconds out 
After converting to your maga

zine from a considerably more 
junior competitor (What Hi-Pi?) 
and having read various others, I 
have decided yours is the best. 

But most of my system is sec
ondhand, which has allowed me 
a greater choice of hi-fi, and 

access to more exotic kit. I have 

a Cambridge Audio Discmagic/ 

Dacmagic/Digiflex intercon
nect, Aiwa AD-F450, Toshiba 

V855 VCR, Exposure Super 
V /XI/XII pre-power, Acoustic 
Energy AE100s on Atacama 
SE24s with (original) 

Audioquest Jade Cable, Cable 
Talk Reference and Wireworld 

Atlantis. Total value: £4,450. 

Money well spent, you may 

think, as it creates an effortless 

and beautiful sound with a 

dynamic character, rare at the 
price. But I actually paid 
£1,700, and not one piece of kit 

is in less than mint condition 
nor less than three years old, 
except for the Audioquest Jade. 

So why don't you have some 
articles on the second-hand 
market place? 
Rob Brown, via the internet 

Why don't we spend much time 
on the secondhand market? Pure 
economics: magazines survive 

on advertising, not copy sales, 
and only Exchange & Mart 
levels of classified advertising are 

self-supporting. If we devoted 

more space to second-hand hi-fi 

more people would be buying it 

and you would have more 
trouble finding your bargains! sv 
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DEALER Or THE YEAR 

THE REAL DEAL 
After the success of our recently-launched Hi-Fi Dealer Of The Year Award, 

Stan Vincent explains the numerous benefits of acquiring audiophilia from a 

specialist stockist. All with a little help from our readers ... 

H 
ands up who's made the journey 

from hypermarket hell to hi-fi 

heaven? You have to undergo the 

former to truly appreciate the latter. 

Buying hi-fi isn't hard, but it does 

require an investment of time- and 

courage- by the purchaser. Time, 

because you have to become aware of your 

sonic preferences before you can find the 

system that suits. Courage, because unless 

you're a seasoned veteran, you'll have to 

place your ears in the care of a third party. 

All good hi-fi dealers should encourage you 

to spend as much of the former- and 

need as little of the latter- as possible. 

And that's why Hi-Fi Choice, together with 

sponsors Marantz and Tannoy, conceived 

an award to honour the best places in 

Britain to buy high-fidelity kit. 

Readers who picked up last month's 

issue will know that the winner of our 1997 

Award was the Prestwich, North 

Manchester branch of Richer Sounds. 

Manager John Clayton can be seen on this 

page receiving his winner's certificate. 

The result of this contest was decided 

purely on the basis of votes cast by Hi-Fi 

Choice readers, and when assembled after 

all the closing dates, they made a fascinat

ing scrapbook of the attributes that a spe

cialist outlet should possess. So here, with 

a lot of help from my friends, is a guide to 

the kind of qualities you should seek when 

choosing a dealer for the first time. 

The human touch 

A specialist dealer's high standard of ser

vice is the first and perhaps most important 

facet of the breed. A quality retailer should 

treat you like a human being, not a sales 

statistic, right from the word go. And this 

should extend from the time of purchase 

right into the future when you get your gear 

home and, eventually, want to upgrade it. 

Here are some of our reader's comments 

about their local dealers. 

"Service- plain, simple, old-fashioned 

service excellence, that's all," wrote Mr PJ 

about the Hi-Fi Studios in Sunnyfields, 

Doncaster. "Cheerful [sales assistant] 

Brandon's greatest gift is his 'high fidelity' 

to customers," said Mr BC of London's 

Cornflake Shop. "They managed to reduce 
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the waiting time for my speakers from four 

to six weeks to two weeks," qualifies Mr 

NF's thumbs-up for Sevenoaks Hi-Fi & 

Video in Kingston, Surrey. "On-site visit, 

changed amplifier immediately, contacted 

manufacturer, stayed in touch, constantly 

concerned and helpful," was how Mr JE 

described Practical Hi-Fi of Warrington. 

Obviously, a key part of a hi-fi dealer's 

service is stocking a wide range of equip

ment and having both the facilities and 

time to demonstrate it properly. And here, 

we are pleased to report, standards are 

high all over the country. "Great demo 

room, professional yet friendly atmos

phere," commented Mr JC on David Orton 

Audio Visual in Stevenage. "Keen to mix'n'

match separates until I was completely 

happy," said Mr RB of J&A Cameras, 

Videos & Hi-Fi of Devon. "On a very busy 

Saturday afternoon they found time to lis

ten, demonstrate and explain individually." 

confirmed Mr PT in his comment on Richer 

Sounds' Leeds branch. 

Providing such facilities and allowing 

them to be used extensively by potential 

customers is not a cheap undertaking for a 

specialist hi-fi retailer. For every customer 

who buys a product following an audition, 

there must be at least five who just walk 

away. This is why the price of equipment in 

the specialist's window is unlikely to be the 

cheapest you'll see. There's no such thing 

as a free dem- you pay for it in profit 

margin. But isn't it nicer to choose some

thing in comfortable surroundings at 

leisure, rather than under pressure? 

As well as demonstration facilities, 

you're also drawing on the unbiased advice 

and deep product knowledge that hi-fi sales 

staff should possess- and do, on the evi

dence of the following quotes. "I asked a 

few hi-fi questions and received great 

advice plus a hi-fi demo- no pushy sales 
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talk, " said Mr JB about Doug Brady Hi-Fi in 
Otley, W. Yorks. "He would never sell you a 
turkey, " opines Mr NT about Griffin Audio 
in Birmingham. "Approachable, competent, 
friendly, with sound hi-fi knowledge but 
without the hard sell." comments Mr MC 
on Richer Sounds' branch near London 
Bridge station in London. While Mr LH cites 
Acoustica of Chester "for knowledgability 
not superciliousness, enthusiasm without 
pushiness and commitment free of dogma
tism." And in these topsy-turvy days when 
we all thought vinyl had packed its bags 
and headed off into the sunset, it's a relief 
to have outlets like Grahams Hi-Fi in 
London, whose customer Mr CT praises the 
shop's "deep technical knowledge of 
turntable/arm/cartridge systems ... " 

Most hi-fi buyers have some sort of 
spending limit, but it's all too easy to be 
pushed over it by that must-have piece of 
kit. Not at Richer Sounds in Leeds, though, 
where "staff are always helpful and polite 

-never push you over your budget, " 
according to Mr RS. 

Row many Watts do you want? 
Many people have been put off hi-fi shops 
by that nightmarish sketch from Not The 
Nine O'Clock News during the 1980s, in 
which a novice customer was patronised 
mercilessly. But the truth of the matter is 
that hi-fi shops are there to help you decide 
what to buy. Hi-fi retailers like Richer 
Sounds in Newcastle, for example, give 
"totally unbiased wise advice, even at 
expense of their profits'" as far as Mr JP is 
concerned; while Mr PZ values Billy Vee 
Sound Systems in South East London "for 
making my choice easier ... and for [the 
dealer's] honesty and professionalism." 

Hi-fi dealers don't just exist to serve 
first-time customers. They should want 
those greenhorns coming back again and 
again for more! A good dealer will do any
thing to keep clients, by offering induce
ments such as this novel scheme from 
Audio T of Gants Hill, as reported by Mr 
JW: "upgrading within one month of pur
chase-I moved from a Marantz CD-67 to 
a CD-63mkll Kl Signature." Meanwhile 
down at Audio Excellence in Swansea, 
"helpful staff make every visit enjoyable ... 
good advice helped to make my upgrading 
this year fun and trouble-free, " said Mr AW. 
Back in Harrow, Middx., Mr RB cherishes 
Harrow Audio "for their exceptional person
alised response and attention to detail in 
supplying my replacement system." 

it's a fact of hi-fi life that even the best 
components won't fulfil their promise if they 
have not been installed correctly. That's 
why the best dealers offer a home-installa
tion service. Audio Illusion of 
Northumberland, Mr JH tells us, "travelled 
400 miles to set up kit." But it's equally 
vital that your dealer holds in stock, not just 
the main hi-fi components themselves, but 
also the little finishing touches that make a 
rig sound just right. "I always find some-
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thing to improve the sound of my system, " 
says Mr JS of Infidelity of Kingston. "They've 
got the greatest sexy gadgets, " chortles Mr 
PM about Mays Electrical of Leicester. 

From our postbag it was quite clear that 
many readers view their dealers as more 
than just box-shifters. "I feel at home there, 
unlike in most arrogant hi-fi shops ... they 
talk to you, not down to you, " says Mr PW 
on English. Audio of Hereford. Here's 
another in the same vein from Mr RK: 
"When I bought my first CD player at the 
age of 15, (Acoustic Arts of Watford) 
treated me like an adult." "He takes time to 
see you as a friend, not just a blank 
cheque-book'" said Mr AM of Musical 
Approach in Stafford. 

There's no doubt that some retailers 
establish a very close rapport with their 
clients, swapping tips on the latest music 
for example. Sales staff at Lintone Audio of 
Gateshead, Tyne & Wear "even find the 
time to discuss recent recordings consid
ered worth a listen, " says Mr RW. While 
Audio Excellence are "the only dealers in 
Preston who seem to like music more than 
they like hi-fi!" according to Mr JM of 
Preston on Audio Excellence. 

Even an extended, pressure-free demon
stration can leave folks in the dark about 
which rig will suit them best. Again, the 
good dealer will work out a 
client's preferences and preju
dices- like Music 
Matters of 
Bearwood, West 
Midlands, whereMs 
SM reckons they offer 
"excellent knowledge, 
superb selection ... 
make sure you get the 
sound you want." Over 
at Moorgate Acoustics 
in Sheffield, Mr Bl 
praised the firm's "ability to 
demonstrate advantages of a 
costlier system than I had 
considered, which has been 
very rewarding in the long
term." 

But if you can't make up 
your mind at the end of a 
demonstration, perhaps you 

DEALER OF THE YEAR 

need to try some components at home 
where you'll feel more comfortable listen
ing. "They are happy to help, spend time 
with customers and loan equipment at 
home." Mr SR on Sevenoaks in Oxford. 

In your haste to get the gear home and 
plug it in, don't forget to enquire what kind 
9f guarantee is on offer. The longer the bet
ter- and you shouldn't have to pay for it! 
The British Audio Dealers' Association 
(BADA) goes one step further by offering a 
bonding scheme, whereby one shop's war
ranty and repair obligations will be hon
oured by other stockists nearby, in the event 
of closure or going out of business. By no 
means do BADA's 130 members have a 
monopoly on the best dealerships, but they 
do embody the spirit of good practice enun
ciated above, timid first-timers can use the 
hotline number -1:: (0171) 226 4044-
to find a local BADA member. 
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Rapid change 

My current system consists of a NAD 312 amp, Philips CD 732 

CD player, Sony TC-W435 cassette deck and JBL XE2 speakers. I 
want to buy a power amplifier to partner the 312, on a budget of 

£250; and I have £300 to spend on some new loudspeakers. What 

models would you suggest, and is it worthwhile adding a power 
amplifier instead of changing the NAD 312? And which 
interconnects and speaker cables should I try? 
Edun Enayet, Lille, France 

We can't see exactly what you're trying to achieve with these 
changes. Do you want more dynamics and grunt, or are you 
seeking greater resolution? Given that you won't get a lot more 
of the latter with the front end you're using, I'll presume that 
energy is the desired quantity. Your JBLs are quite capable of 

giving more of this, but you'll need a bit more power to achieve 

it. Rather than adding a power amp we suspect you'd be better 
served by replacing the NAD. Our suggestions for its 
replacement would be: Audio Analogue Puccini, Magnum lA 
170, Marantz PM-66 KI Signature and the Cyrus SL. 

. . 

�-

. . . . . . . . . 
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Size maHers 

I am ready to buy a new system for a large room (lOm x 5m). I 
am thinking of a Maranrz PM-66 KI Signature, Tannoy Mercury 

M3 and an as-yet-undecided model of multi-disc CD player. 
Eventually, I would also like to add a CD recorder. Any 
suggestions? I have never had such a large room like this before. 

Ron Fenton, via the HFC Web site 

The PM-66 KI-Sig!Tannoy M3 combo will work well; so too 
would the same amp with more expensive Dali 606 speakers. As 
a breed, most multi-disc CD players are best avoided for sound 
quality, since they waste the potential of a good amp and 
speakers for the sake of a little extra convenience. Honourable 
exceptions to the 'avoid-multi-disc' rule are players such as 
Arcam's Alpha MCD, Anthem's CDl or one ofTrichord's 
Digital Jukeboxes. Unless there is a fundamental reason why you 
cannot use a single-disc CD player, go for an Arcam Alpha 7 or 
SSE, or the Marantz CD-63Kl Signature. With some decent 
cables you'll have more fun. Try a Pioneer PDR-04 CD recorder. 

Hl-FI CHOTCE 
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Downsizing troubles 

I have the following system: Acoustic Precision Eikos CD, Michell 

Argo HR preamplifier, a pair of Michell Alecto monobloks 
powering a set of Acoustic Precision FRl speakers, and a pair of 

highly-modified Jamo Concert 7s. Unfortunately the Alectos wer 

only on loan and now must be returned; and I have to replace them 

either with a very cheap pair of second-hand Alectos or another 

design, as purchase of a new house has necessitated Draconian 

budget-slashing. My taste in music is very varied but errs away 

from classical. 

Tim Wells, via the HFC Web site 

Regrettably there are few amps apart from Alectos that sound like 
Alectos. You could try the Alecto stereo, or the ECA Lectern. You 

could also try using the Pioneer A-300R Precision as a power 

amfJlifier, but you won't get the same level of bass grunt. 

Otherwise, you'll just have to save up and wait for a pair of 

Alecto monobloks to 

appear on the 

second-hand 

market, or wait 
a little bit longer 
for the new 
Acoustic 

Precision 

amplifier to hit 

the streets. 
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Grace or power 

I have Marantz CD-63II KI Signature CD player and Marantz ST-

53 tuner sources, connected through DPA Slink Two and 

Audioquest Turquoise interconnect cables to a DPA DSP200S 
preamp and two DPA200S power amplifiers. The pre and power 
amps are connected with Kimber PBJ interconnect, while Kimber 

SVS loudspeaker cable strings out to ProAc Tablette 50 

loudspeakers on Gold ring MBS 24 sand-filled stands. 

In a narrow room measuring 16x9 feet, using only one amp 

initially, this system lacked only a little bass extension. I tried 

reducing the speaker-wall distance to about 0.3m, bur this made 
the bass boom. With a second power amplifier the sound lost 

delicacy. Should l bi-amp with the amplifiers in stereo mode? 

jorge Fernandes, Lisbon, Portugal 

The Tablette 50s are superb, but have a very definite threshold of 
loudness and bass definition. You can get more bass out of the 
speakers, but only at the expense of mid-band clarity as you have 
experienced. A second power amplifier should improve clarity, 
but you cannot adjust for incorrectly positioned speakers. 

Return the speakers to their original position and deploy more 
expensive stands (Target Rl is an obvious choice), then use a 
REL Strata If subwoofer to fill in the bottom end. 

Your CD player and lack of good-quality equipment tables are 
denying the delicacy you seek. Try a more upmarket CD player 
like the Marantz CD-17 KI Signature, the latest Meridian 506 01· 

even the Acoustic Precision Eikos. Choose equipment isolation 
platforms from Mana, RATA or Townshend Audio. 
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Needle talk 

I have upgraded my system by changing an old Manticore Manrra 

turntable for a Michell Gyrodec with Orbe platter and Origin Live 

RB300 Arm, and by replacing my ailing Cambridge P55 amplifier 

with a Musical Fidelity A220 (the audition of which was 
prompted by your review in HFC 168). I have kept my old 

speakers- Monitor Audio MA352 on their own stands- but I 

have changed the speaker cable from Cable Talk 3 to lxos 603. 
What would be a sensible shorrlist of cartridges to complement 

my system? My current Roksan Corus Black is good, but not as 

comfortable in the Gyrodec/Origin Live as it was in the old 

Mantra/Linn. It sounds a little flat, and emphasises upper bass and 

midrange. Would l achieve better results with a moving-coil (m-e) 
'needle' like the Ortofon MC15, Sumiko BPS or Denon DL304? 

R. Dane, via the Internet 

All of the m-e cartridges you mention, with the possible 
exception of the Ortofon, would be well suited to the Gyrodec. 
But as step-ups can be pretty expensive it might be an idea to 
consider a good moving-magnet such as Grado's Prestige Gold, 
Reson's Reca or one of the Nottingham Analogue Tracers. 
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VICTORY SERIES 

Magnae in Cologne, Germany ha,·c been den�loping high quality �peaker systetns 

for thirty years. In addition ro creating new technologies, the engineer> at our R&D 

base have also maintained a continuous commitment to finding new ways of making 

high end technology atfordahle. The approach is similar to that taken in the car 

industry, where the engineers transfer developments from Formula I racing to 

applications for normal, street legal automohiles . 

The VICTORY Series is an excellent example of successful technology transfer. 

One of the most impressive highlights is the VICTORY tweeter: the polycmbonn\e 

dome is coated with high grade titanium for extra rigidity and the voice coil is cooled with ierrot1uid oil, which 

increases power handling. The woofer/midrange units are fitted with hardened cellulose cones. This, combined 

with the extremely rigid steel basket means that disturbing mechanical resonances have ,·irtualh· heen eliminated. 

Gcncrou�ly dimensioned scre\\' terminals enable connection of modern large cross�_..,cction cables. 

Call HENLEY DESIGNS now on 01-191-834700 for information on >tuckists. \Ve think you'll be pleasantly 

surprised hy the performance and thc1 ahenl1 price. 



All roads lead to A I 

My Celesrion A1s need an amp and CD to match. Upgradability, 

head phone plug and one-brand looks are a plus. Some of my ideas 
include: Marantz PM-17 amplifier and CD-17 KI Signature CD 
player; Arcam Alpha 9/Alpha 9P bi-amping and Arcam Alpha 8 

CD player; NAD 114 pre and two NAD 214 power amps (plus 
which CD?); Cyrus SL and XPA bi-amps and ClAD3Q CD; 
Electrocompaniet amp (plus which CD?). 
Stefano Predelli, via the HFC Web site 

Among the quintet of options listed, the first and last seem best, 
particularly the first. The Marantz duo is a great pairing and will 
suit the Als perfectly. The Electrocompaniet will also work well, 
but has no headphone socket. I can't think of a more perfect 
partner for the ECI-2 than the new Meridian 506 (see review on 
p79). Neither of these systems are particularly upgradable, 
however, but they work extremely well in and of themselves, so 
the upgrade bug may not bite so soon. 

Of the other alternatives you mention, we do not feel they have 
the requisite get-up-and-go to make the Als sing as they should. 
Few other one-brand alternatives spring to mind, although when 
Densen brings out a CD player, this could be a worthwhile 
option, as could the new Alpha SSE CD player {p65 this issue) 
hooked up to the new (and as yet 
untested) Alpha 1 0 
integrated amp. 
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Random match 

I have a Marantz CD-63II KI Signature CD player and a Cyrus 

III/XPA amplifier bi-amping Linn Keilidh speakers (with stands). 
But while my system consists of well-regarded items they just 
don't sound right together. The tonal balance is always good, and 
simple music sounds clear and detailed. But music with a fast bass 
line or dense mix just sounds lifeless, and lacking in vocal clarity. I 
believe I need to change the speakers- would you agree? 

Cabling is Cable Talk 3 bi-wire and Ixos 104 interconnects, and 
the room is quite small (3.5x5m). Are these factors a great 
restriction on the sound? 
Andy Holman, via the Internet 

Mis-match is a word that springs to mind. Your trio of well
regarded items do not sit together well. There's no simple answer 
to your problem: you need to change at least one component in 
your system. The cabling is not innate to the problem, though it 
would not hurt to acquire better wires in the process. 

We suspect the bright and breezy Cyrus amplifier is too 
insubstantial to drive the Keilidhs effectively. You should 
consider changing either amp or speaker. If the former, try 
something like a Dens en Beat Bl OOmkl 1, Exposure XX Super, 
Linn Majik, Musical Fidelity A2 (better yet A220, though you 
may need to add a better CD player shortly), Naim Nait 3 or 
Talk Electronics Storm.l. You could also try the new (but as yet 
untested) Arcam Alpha 1 0. 

As for speakers, the choice is almost endless, but the Mission 
753 Freedom springs to mind. However, we strongly believe that 
you should decide on a solution only after transporting you1· 
entire system (and your favourite CDs) to your nearest specialist 
hi-fi dealer, and spend time working out a realistic solution. 

MARCH 1998 33 



TOL 

ers •• 

The first 1998 new product launches 
including the Nairn COX CD player, the 
Acoustic Energy 500 Series loudspeakers 
and three new Quad electrostatics 

1 Oo/o discount on most purchases made at 
the show plus special offers every day 

v' What Hi-Fi! there in person to answer 
your questions 

v' Exciting Show Competition 

_ I Your opportunity to meet manufacturers 
1f" and designers 

The latest in hi-fi and home cinema-over 
one hundred famous brands 

EXHIBITORS INCLUDE: Acoustic Energy, Alphason, Apollo, 

Arcam, Atacama, Audiolab, Audiophile UK, AudioQuest, B&W, Bose, 

Cable Talk, Castle Acoustics, Celestion, Chord Company, Gyrus, 

Denon, Dynaudio, Gramophone, Henley Designs, Hi-Fi World, HNE 

Systems, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Mission, NAD, Nairn Audio, 

Onkyo, Path, Pioneer, QED, QLN, Quad, Quadraspire, Rotel, RATA, 

Ross, Sennheiser, Sonic Link, Sony, Sound Dept, Sound-Bytes, 

Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Tannoy, TEAC, Underground Records, 

Veda, Vinyl Demand, Vivanco, What Hi-Fi?, Yam a ha Hi-H-
.

... - iiiiiiii;;;...._ 

• 

a 
20-22 February 1998 
Marriott Hotel, Lower Castle Street, Bristol. 

GETTING TO THE SHOW 

ce from the Marriott and is 

�"""''O<>cible by bus, foot or taxi. 

from the M4 (Wales to 

take J 19 (M32 Bristol) 

Easy local parking in 
Parkway NCP 

TIMES 

Friday 20 February 11.00- 6.00 

Saturday 21 February 10.00-5.00 

Sunday 22 February 10.00-5.00 

ADMISSION 

Adults £5.00 

Students/OAP/U 840 £3.00 

• Accompanied children under 16 free 

organisers 

audio T 

WHERE THE MU 

in association with 

WHATHI*FI? 
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Chain testing 

I want to discover the weak link in my system. I have a Musical 
Fidelity ElO amp, Sony CDP-761£ CD player, NHT Superzero 

speakers (attached to the wall at ear level and toed-in), and M&K 

VX-7B subwoofers using Data Louis speaker cables. My room is 
12.5ft by 10.6ft. !listen mainly to pop and jazz, and I want more 

detail and better soundstaging, even at low volumes. 

Edwin, Taipei, Taiwan 

Both the amp and the speakers are limiting the ultimate potential 
of the system, but in many ways it looks well balanced. More 
efficient speakers are the best way to get better results at low 
listening levels, but this kind of enclosure is usually larger than 
that of your NHT. If a bigger box would be unacceptable, try a 
more subtle amp-the Pioneer A-300R Precision. This should 
go a long way towards sorting out your soundstaging problems. 
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Cupboard capers 

I have a Linn Sondek LP12 turntable without Lingo power 

supply. How would it be improved if I deployed Linn's 
Trampolin and Cirkus options? (I realise I will have to 
underrake the Lingo upgrade, but not until funds allow. And 

what about Nairn's Armageddon power-supply?) 

The equipment is housed in a broom-cupboard, with cables 
running into the lounge. Apart from the speakers, there are 

no hi-fi components in the listening room. 

Andrew Millner via the Internet 

We are in two minds on the 
Cirkus upgrade. It brings 
the LP12 more in line with 
the Linn CD sound, but the 
deck loses some of the 
charm that has made it so 
popular over the years. 
Cirkus effects a more 
fundamental change than 
the Lingo power supply. 
Users of Nairn Armageddon 
PSUs seem to prefer the pre
Cirkus sound. If you only 
have a handful of 45s (like 
most LP12 owners), the 

Armageddon's lack of speed adjustment is not an issue. 
On the subject of turntable support, while your deck's 

current resting place confers a good degree of immunity 
from unwanted structural or airborne vibrations, whatever 
supports a Linn affects its sound to a degree. Trampolin 
reduces this considerably, but Trampolin feet are notoriously 
easy to break -so be careful. 

We would recommend keeping the standard baseboard (or 
Linn's new non- Trampolin baseboard, which sounds even 
better) and rest the deck on a Mana isolation support. 
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Ho�x to claim your FREE Test & Burn-In CD 

To guarantee your FREE Test & Burn-In CD 

simply complete and return the subscription 

form below within 7 days. Return the form to 

Hi-Fi Choice Subscriptions, FREEPOST WD7, 

Bristol BS12 OBR (no stamp required). 

Guarantee the ultimate sound 
Subscribe to Hi-Fi Choice within 7 days and discover how to 

finely tune your system with your FREE XLO Reference 

Recordings Test & Burn-In CD. This new test CD will put your 

system under the spotlight and tell you how it's performing 

pin-pointing any weak areas which need attending to. 

FREE Test & Burn-In GO qnality sound guarantee: 
Improve the accoustics of your living room 

Achieve better imaging 

Improve stereo separation 

Ensure your speakers are properly 

wired/placed 

� Get cleaner and clearer sound by 

demagnetising your system 

� Get maximum burn-in effectiveness 

� Listen to various classical, jazz and cabaret 

musical tracks 

The XLO Reference Recordings Test & Bum-In COs have been provided by XLO Electric Co, USA, 

manufacturers of high qualny cables and interconnects, �association with its UK distributor, Wollaton Audio. 

�..:....!...:....:..;...:...:.� WOLLATON AUDIO, 134 Parkside, Wollaton, Nottingham NGB 2NP. 11' 0115 928 4147 

HI-FI Choice FREE Test & Burn-In CD Subscription Form �lfl��m�� 
0 Please start my Hi-A Choice subscription from the next available issue and send me my FREE Test & Bum-In CO. 

or 0 I am already a subscriber, please extend my Hi-A Choice subscription and send me my FREE Test & Bum-In CO. 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 

Direct Debit payment 0 Only £14.97 every six issues (UK only) 

Cheque or CrediVDebit Card payment 12 issues 0 UK £29.97 0 Europe £43.99 0 World £56.99 

YOUR DETAI= L "'"S --

Forename Surname 

Davtime ohone 

YOUR CHOICE OF PAYMENT 

Complete section G) Direct Debit ® Cheque or @ Credit /Debit Card 

G) D I would like to subscribe by Direct Debit for just £14.97 every six issues (UK only) 

® 0 I enclose a cheque made payable to: Dennis Publishing Umited 

® 0 Please charge my: 0 Visa 0 Access/Mastercard 0 AMEX 0 Swrtch (Issue No. __ _ 

Card Number I I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I 1 1  I I I 
Expiry date rn rn 

Signed 

0Pieasei'ldicatehereifyoudol10(wishtoreceivedetallsof 
further speaal offers or new products 

Today's date 

P802 
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THETA MILES STATEMENTS EXCLUSIVE 

iles ahead 
Alan Sircom goes the full 

distance with Theta's first 

integrated CD player. 

T
heta has long been a champion of 
two-box CD players. It can claim 
with impunity to have been the 
first to produce a separate digital

to-analogue converter. Since then, Theta 

has remained resolutely opposed to inte
grated players - until the arrival of Miles, 

its new player in just such a vein. 
Some ascribe this change of tack to a 

simple question of feasibility. 
Nowadays, the public has a high 
perception of the quality 
available from a high-end 
integrated CD player; and 

thus Theta can introduce 

a streamlined product 

like Miles without sacri
ficing any of its hard
won reputation for excel

lence. Cynics might argue 
that reduced interest in 
two-box players has forced 
the likes of Krell, Wadia and 
Mark Levinson to integrate, and 
Theta is simply keeping its market 

alive. I suspect there's an element of truth in 

both arguments. 

Miles is available in two distinct versions: 
the balanced-output version at £2,895, and 
the single-ended version which costs £400 
less. The price differential is not just for 
effect, as the XLR version of Miles is no 
pseudo-balanced affair. it uses two of Theta's 
own hybrid 1118-bit digital converters per 
channel, as opposed to one per channel in the 

single-ended model. The former is said to give 

cleaner and more accurate results in con

junction with true balanced electronics. My 

listening seemed to confirm this. 
With single-source systems, Miles can be 

plugged straight into a power amp. To make 
this possible, Theta has adopted the unique 
solution of an analogue volume control, 
where most manufacturers use a digital atten
uator. While an analogue pot might intro
duce a little extra noise by comparison with 
a digital volume control, it should offer 
greater low-level resolution. 

Theta makes a big show of its program
mable digital filter. The company claims, 
with some justification, that Miles is the only 
player in its class to be equipped thus. It 
opens up a ra�1ge of upgrade options (cleav

ing to a cornerstone Theta philosophy) but 
also permits an extensive degree of fine-tun
ing. Theta claims Miles's digital processing 
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section is 'perfect' 

in phase and fre

quency. Another 
p r o p r i e t a r y  

inclusion is the 
jitter reduction 

system. 
The player's trans

port section is based 
on a Pioneer Stable 

Platter mechanism and 
display. Circuits ancillary to 

these, however, have been heavily 
redesigned by Theta. Best of all, the whole 

caboodle is wrapped up in a thick (but under
stated) matt-black solid front panel, 

deployed by US high-end companies so well. 
The chrome-winged 'T' logo is a bit garish, 
but the rest of the design is major-league ele
gance-a textbook example of how to make 
a CD player look like three-grand's-worth. 

I used Miles in both balanced and single

ended modes, trying it with and without a 

preamp in series. I was fortunate to have on 
hand a Resolution Audio CD50 of similar 

price and specification- read my review of 
it in next month's issue. 

Making up the rest of the system were a 
Meridian 502/557 pre/power combo, a pair 
ofRehdeko RK115a speakers and a REL Q
lOOe subwoofer (used occasionally). Cables 
were Cable Talk balanced, DNM and 
Nordost SBM Reference. 

As usual, I allowed a few days for Miles 
to play CDs on repeat, to ensure the unit was 
fully warmed up prior to critical listening. 

Kind of blue 

The popular, less-than-complementary view 
of digital audio has been sadly clouded by 
budget CD players, but in reality digits don't 
have to sound deleterious. Theta's Miles is a 
Jiving testament to that assertion. if you find 

most digital audio components sound sharp, 

brash, and lacking both substance and grav

itas at the bottom end, Miles is the answer 

to your prayers. By conrrast, if the cleanli
ness of digital treble does it for you, Miles 

isn't far off either. Only devotees of steely and 
unnatural sound will be disappointed. 

A great sense of warmth and richness per
vades the sound of Miles. And that's warmth 
and richness in the right sense, not an 
overblown stab at creating ' 50s valve sounds 

from a '90s CD player. This is a genuine 
attempt to dig up the full-bodied sound of 

CD so often overlooked by designers 
wrapped up in the sound of digital. Perhaps 

it is a slightly euphonic approach, but so is 
the sound of many a high-end product, and 
they are none the worse for it. If the sound 
is euphonically enhanced, the trick has been 
performed with a deft hand. Miles develops 
an excellent soundstage for times when you 

feel like a hi-fi buff, but it also throws a 
mean party when you feel like getting in 

touch with your funky side. 

Miles and I became close friends late one 
night with nothing more than a copy of The 
Eels' Beautiful Freak between us. At low lev
els, with the balanced CD player running 
straight into my power amp, I became 
entranced with the sheer sophistication of the 
sound. Each musician seemed just that little 
bit more committed, that shade more under
standable. Vocals rook on greater meaning. 
The same thing happened to almost every 
disc I played, from Let Us Play by Coldcut 
and Undercurrent by Bill Evans, to Roberr 
Johnson's Complete Recordings. 

Every time I played a disc, I had to play 
another. .. and another. In fact, only one 

question remained at the end of the review, 
and it was this: why call a CD player 'Miles'? 
Surreal name- real product! � 

Absolute Sounds \!: (0181) 947 5047 
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STATEMENTS EXCLUSIVE 

DNM's amplifiers are expensive 

and fashioned from the most 

unlikely materials. Imagine 

Jason Kennedy's surprise, 

then, as the 3C/PA3 pre-power 

amps brought his record 

collection back to life ... 

r or most of us, compromise is a fact 

of life. We tread a middle path 

between what is  practical and 

what is desirable. However, for 

Dennis Morecroft, the man whose initials 

form the acronymical hi-fi brand DNM, 

compromise seems unacceptable. He's the 
kind of guy who drives to work in a 
Caterham sports car - performance no 

object, comfort incidental. The very same 
ethos is clearly manifest in his Swiss-built 

amplifiers, which exemplify hi-fi at 

unprocessed, rough-woven extremes. 

On a superficial appraisal, the D 

range does not appear to offer good value for 

money. For the tidy sum of £5,000 you get 
the basic 3C Prim us preamp and PA3 power 
amp, both encased in translucent black 

acrylic, and accompanied by a prosaic out
board power supply. It's the antithesis of 
Krell, say, or Mark Levinson. The amps 

weigh very little and in sound they have a 

vanishingly light touch- it's hard to imagine 

them ever being described as authoritative. 

DNM's system-building philosophy is as 

rigorously eclectic as Na im's. There are DJ 
sockets for source and pre/power connec
tions, and the DNM kit is completely non
metallic. Even the screws are plastic. Thus it 
would be a brave listener who broke away 
from the company's own preferred solid

core cables, and speaker output sockets 
themselves are equally unusual. On the 

power amp there are six two-millimetre sock
ets per channel- cri-wiring, anyone? For the 

purpose of this evaluation, I used runs of 
triple-deck Reson speaker cable. The whole 
affair is a riposte to those who criticise the 
limited current capacity of DNM's speaker 
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cable. But for users like me with single-wire 

terminals, it all ends up with the unusual cir
cumstance of three amp connections being 
spliced into one at the speaker. 

What you see through is what you get 
The 3C preamp is descibed as the basic ver

sion by virtue of being supplied with the 

Primus starter power supply. More exalted 

performance is said to be available when one 

invests in the Twin or Six supplies, at pre
miums of £1,350 and £2,500 respectively. 
The PA3 can also be purchased as a PA3S for 
£3,750: you receive the unconventional hon- _ 

our of half as much power, 22 Watts rather 
than 45! Clearly, DNM believes less is more. 

However, upgrades are on the agenda: 

any of DNM's acrylic-cased amps can be 

brought up to the latest spec, with all mod

els up to three years old commanding a trade

in value only £50 less than retail price. 
While features are not exactly abundant 

on the 3C, it's better equipped than DNMs 
of yore. There are five line inputs of variable 
sensitivity, complemented by a moving-coil 
(m-e) phono stage and a tape output. The 
front panel looks straightforward, but keeps 

the novice guessing with dual-mono volume 
controls and a contrary power telltale that 

lights when the amp is standing-by. 
Operating two volume knobs is only mar

ginally less irritating than you'd imagine. 
Even if physically separate devices are inrrin
sic to the design, couldn't some kind of rub-

DNM 3C-PRIMUS/PA3 

ber belt be used to gang the two pots 

together? Roksan managed the same trick 

with a double-potted preamp several years 
ago. Perhaps more egregious is the power 

amp's seemingly excessive sensitivity. With 

any speaker efficient enough for the PA3, the 
volume control's number two is as far as you 

get. Use the Direct input with a CD player of 

average output level and you'll be lucky to 
get past notch one. 

The pl'oof of the hail' pudding 
Would this rig sound so glorious if it was 
user-friendly? Probably not. It's a rare piece 

of hi-fi that offers remarkable performance 
and a smooth ride. Whatever else it delivers, 

this combo's resolving powers are better 
developed than those of any component I've 

enjoyed for a long time (ever?). In essence the 

musical presentation is understated and 

devoid of distortion or muddle. Ir is totally 
unflappable; no strand of music becomes 
tangled. Many amps, even exalted designs, 
present only fundamentals with aplomb, 
leaving the subtleties to chance. 

Sure, these DNM amps leave their mark 
on music in one way or another, but with such 
a light touch that every recording sounds dif

ferent, while most sound incredible. 
It's at low and medium volume levels that 

the D Ms really score, perhaps because the 
JBL 4312mkll speakers (Statements, H FC 
175), used for auditioning, presented too 
rough a load for the DNMs to drive at high 
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levels. Ideal speakers for DNM are the highly 
efficient and quick-sounding Rehdekos much 
favoured by Paul Messenger. Only with high

sensitivity, easy-load speakers will the PA3 
begin to sing- the same is true of many other 

power amps. Nonetheless the JBLs did a fine 
job in this company- I was just as aston
ished by their abilities as those displayed by 
the amp. 

The Acoustic Precision Eikos CD player 
was no doubt crucial to some of the excep
tional musical performances I enjoyed dur
ing my time with the DNM gear. I had a rev
elatory experience with Foxtrot by Genesis 

- long an album raved about by pals, but 
one I've liked rather than loved. This time 

round I was gripped by the time of the sec

ond track; by the last note of the epic Supper's 
Ready my prog-rock soul had been well and 
truly saved. 

Musical surprises are this amp's forte. As 
a background-listening tool it's not an 
option unless your tastes are extremely 
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ambient. On trying to read or talk over a 
record assumed to be bland, I would be 
interrupted by sounds previously unheard, 
music once plain, performances formerly 

kept under wraps. Zappa's Trying to Grow 

a Chin (Lather), The Future Sound of 
London's Far-out Son of a Lung and the 
Ramblings of a Madman, even Tir Na Nog's 

Love Lost took on dynamics and intensity 
previously only hinted at. 

From one piece of plastic to another 
I played plenty of vinyl, of course, and got 
interesting results with the DNM 3C's built
in m-e phono stage. With an SME Model 

20A/Model V turntable and arm, to begin 

with I used a favourite Dynavector XX -1 car
tridge, which was well suited to the phono 
stage. Mysteriously, though, it stopped 

working on one channel- a pity, because 
on replacing it with the Wilson benesch 
Carbon, the sound became a little bass light 
and exposed in the treble. (Paul Messenger 
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noticed a similar characteristic in the car
tridge group test last month.) 

The Michell Iso HR phono stage, nor

mally resident in my system, gave better 
results; but as you will read in my Ear 

Waxingscolumn this month (p15), the DNM 
3C's m-e stage elevates the fine art of vinyl 
retrieval to new heights. Just don't expect it 
to cover up foibles of your record player. 

Having waited a long while to try these 
amps, I was glad not to be disappointed by 
them. At first they seemed a little subtle; in 
no respect do they dress to impress, But 
before I knew it I was hooked on their phe
nomenal powers of musical resolution. Even 

in its most basic guise, the DNM 3C/PA3 

pairing is among the most capable ampli
fiers on the market. If your music collection 
has grown stale, acquire some of these lit
tle plastic boxes and hear those records 
anew. You'll thank Mr Morecroft a thou-
sand times over. 
Virtual Reality w (01277) 227355 
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STATEMENTS EXCLUSIVE ALTIS CDT Ill/REFERENCE 

tistu 
ness 

£10,000 is a lot to pay for CD 

replay. Is the tube-equipped 

DAC a worthy recompense? 

Jason Kennedy muses on 

matters timbral while reviewing 

a new duo from Altis Audio. 

U
ntil you have visited a show like 

the Las Vegas WCES, held every 
year in early January, it's easy to 
believe that only in the UK are 

there small and often idiosyncratic hi-fi 

companies, which produce tiny quantities 

of lovingly hand-crafted equipment. 

However, hi-fi enthusiasts the world over 

have dreams, and many of them turn their 

dreams into products which they build and 

sell. A few even make a successful business 
out of such a venture. One such character, 
although much more than just a mere 
enthusiast because of his technical exper
tise, is Howard Mandel, the force behind 
Connecticut-based company Altis Audio. 

The Altis range comprises three digital 

audio products: the radically-styled, range

topping Centauri transport; the more con

servatively-finished CDT TU transport; and 

the Reference tube processor/DAC. The lat
ter pair were those with which I had the 
pleasure to spend some time this month, and 
a most pleasant sojourn it was, too. 

With price-tags of £4,995 per unit, this 
stuff needs to be serious kit, but there's plenty 

under the bonnet to suggest that it is. I'm told 
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that this rig will be one of the very first CD 
systems to be compatible with the proposed 
Super Audio CD (see HFC 175), which is one 

of the new disc formats competing to be the 

standard for high-definition music replay in 

the next millennium. 

This gear may look plain, but the fluo

rescent display and Honeywell glass optical 

digital interface give the game away for those 
who are acquainted with the high end. Key 
features include myriad individually-regu
lated power supplies, relay-operated 
switches, circuit boards constructed with 

solder masks over bare copper (which means 
the tracks themselves are copper), and the 
aforementioned display, which offers four 
levels of brightness and claims not to inject 
noise into the system as many alternatives do. 

A transport of delight 
The CDT Ill uses a Papst motor to drive its 
top-mounted Philips CD-ROM transport 
mechanism, with a stainless-steel puck-and
disc arrangement to stop the polycarbonate 

flying off. The transport will not spin when 
it is empty, so there should be no risk of dis
lodging the puck, but dust will settle if the 

plastic cover is left off for long periods. 
Altis claims the player uses proprietary 

S/PDlF clock recovery software. In the blurb, 

it says this permits use of the "clock encoded 
on each CD, virtually eliminating correlated 

jitter". Would Tech Ed care ro comment? 

The Reference DAC has three inputs: two 

coaxial electrical, one optical to match the 

transport. The latter is claimed ro operate at 
350MHz. Pretty quick, hub? 

Outputs are the usual phono coaxial and 
balanced XLR. The UK distributor supplied 

a couple of alternative optical cables, includ

ing one it intends to market, and I was also 
hoping to benefit from a PAD Dominus 
power cable, bur alas this £1,000-plus salami 
of a wire didn't arrive before press time. 

Suffice it ro say that Altis is keen on the opti
cal interface, so while normally I would focus 

attention on the electrical digital output, in 
this instance I afforded the optical socket 
more quality time than usual. 

Inside the Reference lurks Altis's propri
etary DAIR (digital audio input receiver) 
which is said to reduce incoming jitter to less 
than 10 picoseconds with other brands of 
transport, and less than five picoseconds 
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with its own. Altis claims it uses proprietary 
filtering and a differential bitstream DAC
quite unusual in multi-bit-oriented US high
end circles. Less radical is the Class A triode 
tube output stage, an approach much 

favoured over the pond for its ability to tame 

digital nasties and enrich the dry sound that 

vinyl lovers perceive from CD. Unusually, the 
Reference does not include HDCD decoding. 

This equipment is straightforward to use: 
on the transporr, simple starr and stop but
tons are augmented by a prosaic remote con
trol whose shuffle button acts as a display 
dimmer. Unforrunately the remote does not 
operate the DAC, so input, display bright

ness and phase changes must be engaged on 
the hoof. Track access is among the slowest 
I've encountered, and running the CDT III 

with the display off can be a mystifying 

process for instant track-change junkies. 
Partnering equipment on audition 

included the D TM 3C/PA3 pre/power amp 
combo (p40) and JBL 4312mkii speakers 
(HFC 175); while the Audio Precision Eikos 
CD player and Trichord's Pulsar DAC/PSU 
served for comparative purposes, albeit from 

the perspective of a lower price-point. 

Sound quality 
My first impression of the Altis combination 
was of luxury, a richness in tone of instru
ments and voices- quite captivating, with 
classic tu be characteristics. If you like to hear 
the lyrics in obscure songs, or divine whether 
the violin is an Amati or a Stradivari, tube 
electronics will give you more help than most. 
Timbre is a wonderful thing, being the only 
quality of a sound that truly defines the char
acter of an acoustic instrument or voice. The 
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Altis made a stunning job of both full-scale 

orchestral pieces, as well as simple solo vocal 
and guitar pieces like those on Talk Talk's 
album Laughing Stock. There's no shortage 
of perceived dynamic range from the 
Reference, although it's not in the league of 
a Wadia or Helios. 

I did perceive a degree of muting or soft

ening in the treble that tends to steal the air 
and atmosphere from some material. This 

also blunts leading edges subtly, reducing the 
sense of timing and impact imparred to the 
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music. At the other end of the scale the bass 
lacked real depth. Acoustic bass instruments 
sounded very convincing, but the Eikos ref
erence CD player extracted more weight 
from discs. The blame for this cannot be laid 
wholly at the door of the Altis Reference 
DAC, since I heard the same effect when the 
CDT III played through the Pulsar DAC. 

The Altis combination excels at portray

ing inner detail, the subtle textures that turn 
a noise into music. When inner detail is miss
ing, so are the inflections and nuances that 
make sense out of quieter notes in a piece. 

These, when combined with more obvious 
fundamental sounds, endow music with the 
ability to become engrossing and uplifting. 

After strenuous A/B comparisons 
between the optical digital lead and some 
Eikos electrical coaxial wire, 1 have to say 

that I wouldn't elevate the former over the 
latter. On occasions the electrical route gave 
more grunt, but then the optical would kick 
a low note through the system. A good result 

for optical, but not necessarily a reason to 
spend an extra £150 on the lead! 

Conclusion 
When considered in isolation, away from the 
necessary but odious comparisons with other 
components, the Altis combination makes 
convincing music, especially with acoustic 
material. Its relaxed yet detailed presentation 
confers a beguiling listening experience. 
Perhaps amplification in the classic American 
mould might suit the combo better than the 
DNM rig, which is pretty much the antithe
sis of the Krells and Levinsons with which 
the Altis system is likely to be demonstrated. 
In the right system, the CDT III and 

Reference will fulfil expectations of power 
and grace for all those who dream of the per
fect valve/transistor hybrid. � 

HEAR a (01232) 319148 
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AUDIO T & AUDIO EXCELLENCE -
probably the two best specialist retailers of hi-fi 
and home cinema equipment - give independent 
advice, excellent deals and a level of after sales 
service that keeps customers 
returning 
year after 
year. 
We are not 
just the same 
as other 
dealers, so 
why not send 
for our full 
brochure to 
see why. 

Ask for your 
free copy of 
MUSIC AT 
HOME 
The Ultimate 
Guide 

trFREEPHONE 0500 101501 
8am - 1 Opm 7 days a week (UK only) 

Or return the FREEPOST coupon below 

• 47 years of experience 
• authorised dealers 
• full demonstration facilities 
• 7 day exchanges 
• 30 day no charge upgrades 
• interest free credit 

��BADA 
� 'h'�'mh<I<>IV'<urt' 

• part exchange 
• 3 year guarantee on hi-fi separates and systems 
• home loans and home dems 

••••••••••• • • • ••••• • ••••• • ••••• 

Please send me my FREE copy of 
MUSIC AT HOME - The Ultimate Guide (UK only) 

NAME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

ADDRESS ........................................................................................... . 

·• 
• 

POST CODE . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  • 

Music at Home HFC4 Freepost LV1747, Abingdon, OX14 4YQ 
• 
• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

AUDIO EXCELLENCE: 

BRISTOL 
65 Park Street 
Tel: 0117 926 4975 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

CARDIFF 
134/136 Crwys Road 
Tel: 01222 228565 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

CHESTER 
88/90 Boughton 
Tel: 01244 345576 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

EXETER 
156 Sidwell Street 
Tel: 01392 491194 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

GLOUCESTER 
58 Bristol Road 
Tel: 01452 300046 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

PRESTON 
131 Friargate 
Tel: 01772 253057 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

SWANSEA 
9 High Street 
Tel: 01792 474608 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

Sound� T 
VISI01� 

WORCESTER 

WORCESTER 
Independence House 
The Trinity 
Tel: 01905 619059 
Tues- Sat3 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

All shops are closed on 
Mondays. 

AUDIOT: 

BASINGSTOKE 
4 Feathers Lane 
Tel: 01256 324311 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

BRENTWOOD 
30 Crown Street 
Tel: 01277 264730 
Tues- Sat 9.30am- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til 8pm 

CAMBERLEY 
173-175 London Road 
Tel: 01276 685597 
Tues- Fri 1 Dam- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til Spm 

CHELTENHAM 
40/4.2 Albion Street 
Tel: 01242 583960 
Tues- Fri 9.30am- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

ENFIELD 
159a Chase Side 
Tel: 0181 367 3132 
Tues- Fri 9.30am- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

GANTS HILL 
442-444 Cranbrook Rd 
Tel: 0181 518 0915 
Tues- Fri 10am -6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 5.30pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til Spm 

LONDON 
WEST HAMPSTEAD 
190 West End Lane 
Tel: 0171 794 7848 
Tues- Sat lOam- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til Spm 

OXFORD 
19 Old High Street, 
Headington 
Tel: 01865 765961 
Tues- Fri 1 Oam- 6pm 
Sat 9.30am- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'til Spm 

READING 
4 Queens Walk, 
Broad Street Mall 
Tel: 0118 958 5463 
Tues- Sat 9am- 5.30pm 
Evening dems arranged by 
appointment 

SWINDON 
60 Fleet Street 
Tel: 01793 538222 
Tues- Sat 9.30am- 6pm 
Thurs eve open late 'tll Spm 

For the very latest information please check our web sites at 
www.audio-t.co.uk and www.audio-excellence.co.uk 

PRICE PROMISE 
* You won't find better service. 
* You won't find better sound. 
* But if you find a better deal, 

let us know and as long as we 
can verify it we'll be happy 
to match it_ 

MAIN BRANDS 
STOCKED: 

ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY 

ACOUSTIC 
PRECISION 

ALPHASON 

APOLLO 

ARCAM 

ATACAMA 

AUDIOLAB 

AUDIOQUEST 

B&W 

CABLE TALK 

CASTLE 

CELESTION 

CHORD 

CYRUS 

DENON 

DENSEN 

DYNAUDIO 

DYNAVECT OR 

EPOS 

GRADO 

KEF 

LINN 

LOEWE 

MARANTZ 

MAXELL 

MERIDIAN 

MICHELL 

MISSION 

MONITOR 
AUDIO 

MORDAUNT
SHORT 

NAD 

NAIM 

ONKYO 

ORELLE I XTC 

PANASONIC 

PIONEER 

PROAC 

PRO-JECT 

QED 

QUAD 

QUADRASPIRE 

REGA 

REL 

ROKSAN 

ROTEL 

ROYD 

RUARK 

SENNHEISER 

SHAHINIAN 

SONY 

SOUND STYLE 

STANDS UNIQUE 

TALK 
ELECTRONICS 

TANNOY 

TARGET 

TDK 

TEAC 

TECHNICS 

VAN DEN HUL 

YAMAHA 

Not all products 
are stocked by 
every shop 
so please check 
with your local 
branch before 
travelling 



TITAN TOWER T/4 STATEMENTS EXCLUSIVE 

Raise the Titanic 
Does the new Titan Tower T /4 

offer the value its weighty box 

might suggest? Alan Sircom 

tries to balance the scales. 

f speakers were priced in the same 

way as fruit, in £ per pound, the 

Tower T/4 (from new Essex-based 

hi-fi company Titan) would be a 

guaranteed Best Buy. For the money, this is 

one of the weightiest speakers around, and 

the tall box feels like a half-ton of nutty 

slack when you're trying to lift it upstairs. 
Even in conventional hi-fi terms, the 

105cm-tall Tower T/4 offers good material 
value for its price of £1,175. 

The design brief was simple enough. It is 

a tall, heavy, sealed-box floorstander, incor

porating four anodised-aluminium-cone 

Bandor drive units. At the top of the cabinet 

sit two 50mm-diamerer cones, which are 

mounted side by side about lOmm proud of 

the front baffle. These surmount a 100mm 
unit directly below, while another 100mm 

unit is installed at the base of the speaker cab
inet. At the rear of each speaker is a single 

set of 4mm terminals. Strangely, given the 

almost total acceptance of the concept among 

hi-fi enthusiasts the world over, there is no 

provision for spikes on the plinth, and nei

ther bi- nor tri-wiring is an option. 

The use of anodised-aluminium drivers 

Bandor, surmounting a IOOmm colleague. 

Hl-Fl CHOICE 

does drag down sensitivity to a claimed (low

ish) 86dB!Watt/m. Nominal impedance is 

suggested to be eight Ohms; listening sug

gests this a fairly accurate quotation. 

The speaker can be driven by virtually any 

amplifier, up to the manufacrurer's recom

mended 60-Watt power handling figure. If 
you keep below this power rating, all Titan 

speakers- from the £399 Mini T/2E to the 

£3,525 Maxi T/4- come with a five year 

guarantee, and each hand-assembled speaker 

is run in by Titan prior to sale. 

In execution, this design is very tradi

tional: it harks back to a rime when hi-fi was 

king of home entertainment systems. The 
speaker has a full-length detachable grille, 

and its acres of wood veneer rest upon a 

chamfered plinth. The latter is mirrored by 
a plate of identical size and shape on top of 

the speaker. This gives the unit a '50s look 

and feel, but the capital protrudes four rela

tively sharp edges at about the eye-level of 

the average sprinting eight-year-old. 

A Tower of strength? 
Such are the high standards nowadays 

achieved by specialist hi-fi, it is very rare that 

I can't find something positive to say about 
a product placed under my scrutiny.lt is espe

cially difficult to find oneself in this position 
when the item in question is the output of 

such a new company- these speakers are 

quite obviously someone's labour of love. 

Therein lies the problem, I suspect. I 

believe the Tower T/4 would have benefited 

from a greater diversity of design opinions. 

It is all too easy for a solitary designer to fol

low an idea to its logical conclusion- some 

of the world's finest loudspeakers have been 
created this way.lt is easy to overlook uneven 
aspects of a speaker's performance if it excels 

in other areas; such has been the justification 
for Quad electrostatics, Rehdekos, 

Shahinians and virtually every horn-loaded 

enclosure on the market. However, if an 

anomalous element of performance is nor 
balanced by an exemplar, the speaker won't 
attract even a cult audience. 

The designer of the Tower T/4 has clearly 
aimed for speed, bass depth and trans

parency, and has sacrificed dynamics to do 
so. This has endowed the speaker with a 
passing resemblance to rhe late, much

lamented Townshend Glastonbury. The T/4 
shares the latter's silky-smooth mid-band, 

spit-free treble, speed, and freedom from 

bass overhang. Unfortunately, at the same 
time it suffers lumpy upper bass and curtailed 
high frequencies. A peculiar lack of tempo
ral integration between treble and midrange 
muddy the waters even further. 

These are nor rhe only problems. Despite 

its low power-handling capability- a con-

sequence of anodised aluminium drivers' rel

ative fragility - the speaker is relatively 

insensitive, and needs an amp with grunt to 

drive it. As a result of these parameters, the 
T/4 exhibits two distinct loudness thresholds: 

if played too quietly the midband integration 

begins to collapse; if played too loudly the 

drivers begin to clip and sound as if they are 

preparing to self-destruct. 

Even its styling does little for the Titan 

Tower. Despite the rerro tastes of today's 
consumers, I fear the T/4 looks just too much 
like a '50s-radiogram to compete. It would 
look less imposing in any colour other than 
black, though the top-to-toe black grille 
would still stand out. 

Let me leaven my criticism with praise 
where praise is due: there is the sense of pres

ence which results only from a pair of big 
speakers, and the claim of in-room low fre

quency response down to 40Hz is rein forced 
by deep and tuneful bass. With its non
aggressive treble, this could be a fair choice 
for a listener seeking a big and slightly old
fashioned speaker. For my part, though, I 

can't escape the conclusion that this design 
is too flawed to be recommendable. � 

Titan Loudspeakers � (01702) 206870 
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T
his month one lucky Hi-Fi Choice reader will win a pair of 

exquisite B*a Virtuoso Gold floorstanding horn speakers. 

Manufactured by Thomas Transducers of Hastings, and 

sold for £3 ,395 a pair, the Virtuoso Gold deploys a single full-range 

Lowther drive-unit. This classic, white-coned device is a living 

hi-fi legend, and has been a favourite of valve-amp users since 

the 1950s because of its phenomenal96dB sensitivity, which 

makes it incredibly dynamic. 

The handmade cabinet is finished in cherry veneer and built from 

18mm-thick MDF. Within it there's an internal horn structure, 

cleverly carved from blocks of polystyrene. These receive a coating 

which endows fire resistance and stiffness. 

Jason Kennedy reviewed the Virtuoso Gold speaker in our June 

1997 edition, and wrote of "a speaker that has breathtaking speed 

and transparency at low frequencies. lt also boasts a superb sense 

of timing and the ability to play bass-heavy material with delightful 

agility." Just think: for the cost of a stamp and envelope, these 

speakers could soon be yours. Write in today! 

so it does not employ a dividing network. The solid cherry-wood bulb (pictured 

centre) acts as a dispersion modifier. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNER OF THE AVI 
COMPETITION PRINTED IN OUR WINTER 1997 EDITION! 

THE CORRECT ANSWER WAS: 

c) Burr-Brown. 

One first prize of an AVI S2000MC Reference CD player, S2000MI 

integrated amplifier and one pair of Positron speakers goes to: 

e Mr J M Gray of Ludlow, Salop. 

COMPETITION 

The triangular gap is the exit from the speaker's internal 

horn. The corners of your listening room (where this 

speaker is best sited) increase the horn area to give the lull 

listening experience! 

r-HOW ToiNTia- - - -� I Answer the question below by circling the correct answer, then fill in 

I your name, address and day-time telephone number in the spaces 

given. For information purposes only, please tell us whether you are 

I aged under 18, and whether you are a subscriber to the magazine. 

POST TBII ENTRY FORM TO: 

I 
Hi-Fi Choice Competition (CHFC803A) 
Bradley Pavilions, 

Bradley Stoke North, 

Bristol BS12 OBQ 1 All entries must arrive by First Post, Thursday March 26th, 1998. 

1 THE QUESTION 
What material Is ased to Iona the intemal 

I laona ia the Vhtu- Gold? 

a) Plast icine 

I b) Fibreglass 
c) Fudge 

I d) Polystyrene 

I YOURDETAILS 

Name ________________________________________ ___ 1 Job Title -----------------------------------------

Company Name __________________________________ ___ 

I Address (inc. postcode) __________
____________________ _ 

I Day-time Telephone Number _________
________________ __ 

T 0 Please tick here if you are under 18. 

I 0 Please tick here if you do not wish to receive any further information about other 

products or services. 

I Please tick one only of the following, 

DAre you a current subscriber? OR 

I 0 Are you a regular reader' OR 
0 Are you an occasional reader? 

1 COMPETITION RULES 
e The Closing Date for this competition is Thursday March 26th, 1998. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

e Winners of the Thomas Transducers competition will be judged from all correct 
entries submitted, and drawn at random after the Closing Date. 

e Winners will be notified by post. 
e The Editor's decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 
e The Thomas Transducers competition is not open to employees of Dennis 

Publishing Ltd, Thomas Transducers, nor their suppliers, agents or associates. 
eWe regret this competition is open to UK residents only. 
e No cash alternatives will be offered. 
eWe reserve the right to substitute alternative prizes with equivalent value to these 

shown, in the unlikely event of stock being temporarily unavailable. 
e By entering the competition you agree to be bound by the rules. 
e All entries must be on this official entry coupon. If you do not wish to cut your 

magazine, you may send a photocopy of the page instead. Please note, only one 
entry form per household. 
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ON TEST: INTERCONNECT CABLES 

lt's time to throw away that weedy plastic spaghetti - your system needs proper 

interconnects to give great sound. Here are Richard Black (listening test) and Paul 

Miller (lab test) to evaluate 16 hot new wonder-wires! 

C
all me old-fashioned, but I always 

like to start a cable review by 

explaining why the subject is 

worth covering at a 11. On the face 

of it, bits of wire aren't too news

worthy. But I've been studying audio cables 

for many years (hi-fi reviewers can be very, 

very sad people), and I've come to two con

clusions: first, cables are more audible than 

they 'ought' to be; and second, we don't 

have much more than a few clues as to why 

they are audible at all. 

Having said all that, there is one unequiv

ocal fact about hi-fi cables, whether of the 

interconnect or speaker variety: they do 
-

sound different. This kind of anecdotal evi

dence doesn't carry much weight in scien

tific circles, but for what it's worth, I have 

witnessed with my own eyes one particu

larly dedicated audiophile identifying 

correctly a two-inch section of cable 

(an adaptor, basically) made with 

inferior materials. 

So anyone who possesses 

a real hi-fi system stands to 

gain by choosing the right 

cables- but which are the 

right models to employ? As 

usual in hi-fi, there's no 

definitive answer; in fact, 

because the electrical charac

teristics of a cable can have a 

significant effect on the output or 

indeed input of whatever it's con

nected to, the business of 'system 

matching' gets even more complicated. 

lt is perfectly possible, for instance, that 

a cable which ideally matches your CD 

player to your preamp, will not do such a 

good job connecting the preamp to the 

power amp. Also, it is by no means univer

sally true that one brand's interconnect will 

'match' the same marque's speaker cable. 

Any cable has three basic parameters: 

resistance, capacitance and inductance. The 

first is something that can, in principle, be 

reduced forever, at the expense of making 

the cable thicker. The latter two are in a 
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rough inverse relation and can only be traded 

off against each other. In general, very high 

capacitance in an interconnect can cause tre

ble roll-off; whereas in a speaker cable high 

inductance can have the same effect. 

In most cables and applications, the roll

off is so slight as to be negligible -less than 

a tenth ·of a dB at 20kHz. Most intercon

nects are screened, to keep out interfering 

electromagnetic fields. These may be in the 

audio band (mostly mains hum from nearby 

wiring) or above it (RF pick-up). Some inter

connects do away with screening altogether. 

BOWTBETESTSWERE DONE 

We did the tests using principally an EAR 

valve-amp-based system, with sources 

including Micromega and Pioneer CD play

ers, a Moth phono stage and on occasions a 

Sony DAT recorder. To give some variety, a 

harman/kardon HK3500 integrated amp 

took a turn, although it made only a si ight 

difference to any general conclusions. 

All sorts of music were tried, with a com

mon thread of Little Feat (LP); solo piano 

(Ronald Stevenson playing his own compo

sitions on Altarus); a recording made 

recently of unaccompanied mediaeval vocal 

music; and a wonderful recent discovery: 

a chamber opera, Ambrosio, com

posed in 1990 by a Mexican 

called Jose Antonio Guzman. 

All interconnects on test 

were quite short (one metre 

each, approximately) - of 

course long runs are sel

dom needed. However, it 

is probably worth mention

ing that if your system runs 

to separate pre- and power 

amplifiers, and especially if 

you have mono power amps 

(each of which may be placed . 

close to the speakers), often it is 

preferable to use long interconnects 

from pre- to power, and short speaker 

cables- maybe only half a metre or so. If 

this approach appeals, check first that your 

preamp has a low output impedance, and 

choose a cable whose electrical characteris

tics are suited to long runs. (This is men

tioned in a number of Paul Miller's lab tests.) 

People often ask how much quality is lost 

in a long cable as opposed to a short one. 

Well, I find that as a rough rule of thumb, the 

subjective effect of length is the square root 

of the cable length. A 4m cable has about 

twice the subjective effect of one 1 m long. 

HT-FT CHOICE 



This modest-looking, olive-green cable is 

only moderately flexible, evidently due to 

Audioquest's employment of solid-core con

ductors made from 'Functionally Perfect' 

copper. lt is configured as a pseudo-bal

anced cable, in which the screen is termi

nated, unusually, at the end marked for 

receiving an applied signal. 

Rather than the more common braid, the 

screen itself is a foil, which should give good 

protection against RF interference- it cer

tainly works fine at 50Hz. Construction is 

described as 'Hyperlitz', though it has noth

ing at all to do with Litz stranding. 

The phono-plugs fitted are of good qual

ity, with a split centre pin to ensure decent 

contact without excessive insertion force. 

CABLE TALK ADVANCED 2 

This cable is conveniently flexible and fitted 

with some of the most gorilla-tight phono 

plugs we've ever seen. In fact, they might be 

a bit too much of a good thing, and should 

be inserted and removed with care on 

cheaper equipment with less robust sockets. 

Internally, the cable is a pseudo-bal

anced type with two thin conductors and 

screen, inside an awful lot of sheath. The 

plugs are actually of only modest quality, but 

SOUND ***** 
VALVE ***** 
PRICE £34.95/111 

0 Slight roughness in loud music barely detracts from a 
well-balanced performance with good imaging. 

181 Cable Talk, Unit 12, Farnborough Business Centre, 

Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hants GU14 7XA 
liJ (01252) 373434 
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Three grubscrews clamp the 

cable jacket, making for a very 

robust assembly. Audioquest 

seems to have used a fairly 

lossy dielectric, probably 

PVC, which also happens to 

be very microphonic (tap it 

and you'll hear a sound). 

Sound quality 
This was not a great favourite 

on auditioning: it seemed to 

flatten everything, in every 

sense. I m ages were flattened 

front to back and squashed 

side to side, dynamics were 'sat upon', and 

previously open and resonant bass seemed 

unnaturally dry and constrained. Treble 

sounded dirty and grainy, and generally 

there was a feeling of lost information. This 

basic character applied whether the source 

was CD or LP, although I'd say the latter 

fared marginally better. In the context of an 

***** 
***** 
£59.95/0.511 

Sounds flattened out, with poor imaging and grainy 
treble. 
A&R Cambridge Ltd. Pembroke Avenue, Denny Industrial 

Centre, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB 

(01223) 203203 

attention to detail shows in the way the 

earth terminal has been soldered to the body 

proper, aiding the usual press-fit. The cable 

clamp looks slightly iffy and the cables 

should be handled with care, especially 

given the thin conductors. A rather lossy and 

moderately microphonic dielectric (insulat

ing sheath) is used. 

Sound quality 
If all that sounds rather luke-warm, the 

cable itself proved rather less tepid on test. 

Scoring against it was a degree of rough

ness in loud passages, but most of my com

ments were positive. Bass was quite solid 

and extended: not the best in the test, but 

perfectly respectable in the context of the 

price. The treble combined bite and 

smoothness nicely, so that voices and vio

lins retained their natural character and 

impact. Even the tricky task of maintaining 

attempt at low coloration, Topaz 2 is less 

than ideal. But it could be the consummate 

cable for folks who play bangin' techno on 

an aggressive-sounding system. RB 

front-to-back imaging was managed well, 

with the excellent recording of Ambrosio 

revealing at least most of its considerable 

depth capabilities. 

For its modest price, this is a good all

rounder and deserves Recommendation. RB 

.MARCH 1998 49 



CAMBR IDGE AUDIO PACIFIC 

Full marks for practicality in this pair-zipped 

cable, which is nicely flexible and termi

nated with some solid plugs (a good snug fit 

in any socket), which are shaped just right 

for ease of insertion and removal. 

Construction is a basic coaxial, with a 

single stranded conductor insulated in 

foamed-polythene dielectric (low loss and 

moderate microphony), then covered in a 

foil-and-braid screen. Cable clamping is 

slightly precarious, the sheath having been 

stripped back a little too far - be careful. 

The cable is marked for directionality, 

although superficially there seems to be no 

reason for this in the construction. 

Sound quality 
Unfortunately, Pacific's good initial impres-

CBORDCOMPANYCOBRA2 

Chord Company's Cobra 2, in British Racing 

Green, is a particularly flexible cable in 

pseudo-balanced configuration (direction fol

lows the writing, as usual). it's fitted with col

let-clamp phono plugs, which grip the sheath 

securely. They do feel slightly loose on some 

types of phono socket. The signal conductors 

are very thin, giving a relatively high loop 

resistance, and the dielectric is of high qual

ity. Screening efficiency is fine and the cable 

is particularly insensitive to vibration. 

Sound quality 
Reactions to the Cobra on audition were 

mixed. lt seemed confident and full-bodied 

in loud music of any kind, presenting a good, 

solid image with plenty of detail and pretty 

strong bass. Where it made less of an 

impression was in passages for few instru

ments, which sounded somehow dry and on 
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£29.95 

Widely compatible, keenly priced - but lacks 

subtlety and bass impact 

Richer Sounds, Hankey Place, London SE! 4BB 

(0500) 333500 

sion didn't really hold up under fire. Starting 

with some orchestral music, which majored 

on cellos and double basses, it soon became 

apparent that bass impact is a weakness. 

Probably related to this is a sense of confu

sion that creeps in as things get loud and 

dramatic, and a slight lack of integration 

between the strands in a piece of music, be 

it classical or rock. In fact, none of this is 

severe and the sins of Pacific are, for the 

most part, minor; but they do seem rather 

£49.99 

Good, stron& sound with full-bodied music; less 

happy with smaller forces. 

The Chord Company ltd, 30A Old Sarum Business Park, 

Portway, Salisbury, Wilts SP4 6EA 

(01722) 331674 

occasion even glassy. Solo vocals were just a 

little disembodied and lacking in the small 

details that make a voice unique. lmaging 

was fair, neither outstanding nor obviously 

lacking, while treble was certainly extended. 

During a brief spell spent with the cable con

necting phono-amp to preamp, it seemed 

less dry, so perhaps this cable might be 

more successful in certain situations and 

systems than others. For example, it might 

be just the tonic for a mildly fruity amplifier 

intrusive. Basically, it lacks subtlety. But as 

you'll read in the lab report, it should be very 

widely compatible. RB 

or a slightly lively listening room. 

One to try, then, if not an outright recom

mendation. RB 
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DPA WHITE SLINK 

DPA has been in the cable business longer 

than many, and has tended to shy away 

from the most extreme paths of cable tweak

ery. On the whole, its approach is pretty 

down-to-earth. White Slink is a pseudo-bal

anced cable using what appear to be indi

vidually-insulated strands in each conduc

tor, terminated in collet-clamp phono plugs. 

In fact, the collet itself is missing, and 

there's effectively no clamping, which calls 

for more care than usual in handling. The 

plugs are a good fit in any normal phono 

socket. Dielectric is of high quality, but 

microphony is no better than moderate. 

Sound quality 
Comments on the sound of White Slink seem 

at times contradictory, which in itself may 

OOERTZ Ml TOURMALINE 

Goertz is the pioneer of flat loudspeaker 

cable, with two wide conductors face to 

face. The M2 version of that cable did well in 

our test last year and now we have an inter

connect made of what appears to be essen

tially the same stuff. Trouble is, while high 

cable capacitance should have no effect on 

the response of a good power amplifier, it 

can cause treble loss in many small-signal 

applications. For instance, some preampli

fiers, or phono stages with an attenuator on 

the output, could suffer up to 3d8 of treble 

loss at 20kHz when driving only 1m of Ml. 

Typical CD players should fare much bet

ter, but it's hard to see a
'
ny justification for 

this kind of design. Anyway, M 1 is an 

unshielded pair of conductors (their close 

proximity making hum pickup less of a prob

lem than it might bel terminated in strong, 

tight-fitting phono plugs. The sheath on the 

Hl-FI CHOICE 
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point to a certain fussiness about matching 

to other equipment or, indeed, to music. On 

the one hand, the bass was alleged to be 

"plummy"; on the other, it was "slightly 

thin". However, these comments relate to 

very different pieces of music. 

Midrange and treble seemed fine, 

although in some instances, the imaging 

seemed a little forward. 

£75 

Bass recedes as the music gets complex; midrange 

and treble better with quite good detail and imaging. 

OPA, Unit 7 Willowbrook lab Units, Crickhowell Road, St 

Mellons, Cardiff CF3 OEF 

(0 1222) 795621 

interconnect seems rather tougher than that 

on the speaker cable. Dielectric losses are 

low; microphony is rather high. 

Sound quality 
Even though checks were made to ensure 

equipment connected via M 1 was not suffer

ing obvious treble loss, the sound was dis

tinctly soft and lacking in bite- 'pleasant' in 

the most damning sense of the word. lmaging 

was fine side-side, though front-back was 

£98fw0.75a 

Soft sounding, lacking in bite, with excessive and 

plummy bass. 

Townshend Audio, 7 Bridge Rd, Hampton Court, Surrey 

KTB 9EU 

(0181) 979 2155 

Detail was good if not excellent. Overall it 

was good but not exciting at the price. RB 

slightly less successful, and bass, probably 

unbalanced by lost treble, was present to 

excess and rather plummy with it. RB 
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ON TEST: INTERCONNECT CABLES 

INSERT AVDIO IC 100 MKII 
This unpretentious black cable is of flexible 

and robust design. As a pseudo-balanced 

type, it has two conductors insulated in low

loss polythene dielectric, with a fibrous fill

ing- which increases dielectric loss but 

decreases microphony to a very low level

under the screen. Good-quality collet-clamp 

phono plugs are fitted, and it is rewarding to 

see that not only have sleeves been used 

under the collet to ensure a snug fit, but that 

the screen has been spread all around the 

circumference of the collet rather than being 

brought out into a pony tail. This can make 

an astonishing difference to screening effi

ciency at the VHF level. 

Sound quality 
The major criticism of IC 100 was its ten-

IXOS GAMMA 1002 
lxos makes great play of its 'Gamma geome

try'. This supposedly 'revolutionary' design 

incorporates a third dummy strand, along 

with the two conductors, in such a manner 

as to braid them without twisting round each 

other. The idea is that the third core helps 

reduce inductance. Indeed it would seem 

that any type of twisting has a lot to recom

mend it. lxos, however, claims that Gamma 

geometry is 'Patent Applied For'. 

The rather unwieldy overall sheath 

includes both left and right cables, each 

unshie.lded and therefore subject to both 

hum pickup and (admittedly slight) 

crosstalk. Despite the bulk, the conductors 

are thin and the phono plugs, beneath their 

chunky housings, are pretty basic. The 

'Teflon-coated conductors' are compromised 

by the sheath material, giving relatively high 

dielectric loss and moderate microphony. 
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dency to dryness. This is unfortunate, since 

in almost every other area it attracted many 

positive comments. In particular, its bass is 

full and extended, but still somehow rather 

dry and lacking in communication, as if the 

harmonics are attenuated. 

Voices are clear and well distinguished, 

but there's still the sense of lost resonance, 

like a singer with a slight sore throat who 

can't quite focus the note. lmaging is good 

SOUND ***** 
VAJ.tT£ ***** 
PRICE £46.95 

0 Mostly &OOd sound is let down by pervasive dryness. 
181 Glaive Ltd, Unrt 7, Wren Industrial Estate, Coldred Road, 

Maidstone, Kent MEI5 9XN 
• (01622) 664070 

Sound quality 
The sound of the 1002 does little to justify 

the claims made for its innovative construc

tion, either. Bass is lumpy and ill controlled, 

though on the whole there is at least plenty 

of it, while the treble is grainy. A snatch of 

opera revealed voices that seemed strangely 

disjointed from the rest of the ensemble, and 

jazz also sounded lacking in integration. 

lmaging was no better than fair. 

While lxos cables have done well in past 

SOUND ***** 
VAJ.tT£ ***** 
PRICE £39,95 

O Lumpy bass, &flliny treble, and poor iillelflllion. Nice 
colour, thou&fl! 

181 lxos, Unit 15, Hayward lnQustrial Park, Thameside Drive, 
Birmingham 835 7BT 

• (0121) 749 2240 

Patents 

on the whole, if not outstanding, while loud 

passages are handled with panache, if occa

sionally a little roughness. RB 

Choice tests, we regret this latest example 

can't go home with the sort of glowing rec

ommendations that accompanied its less 

sophisticated forebears. RB 
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KIMBERKABLE HERO 
Kimber was one of the pioneers in the spe

cialist cable movement, and its trademark 

braided speaker cables are a familiar sight to 

hi-fi cognoscenti the world over. Evidently 

that braid is a big hit with its inventors, as it 

turns up in the new Hero interconnect in a 

new form called 'GyroQuadratic'. This appel

lation designates two conductors each for 

live and return, individually stranded and 

insulated with Teflon, in a proprietary 

weave. There's no screen, but Kimber 

claims its braiding technique is effective 

against noise pick-up. 

Plugs fitted are Kimber's own 'Ultra plate', 

of modest mechanical construction but with 

good centre and earth contact. There's no 

cable clamping, which is less worrying given 

the thickness of the conductors. 

NORDOSTBLUE HEAVEN 
In common with Goertz and Kimber, Nordost 

seems content to employ the same cable 

geometry for both speaker and interconnect 

duties. Never mind the impedance difference 

between the applications. Actually, 

Nordost's low-capacitance construction is far 

better suited to interconnect duty. 

Four solid conductors, for each of live and 

return, are laid side-by-side in a dielectric of 

Teflon or similar. Its normal low loss is com

promised here by the heatshrinking over the 

cable ends, which are terminated in nifty, 

sprung, Neutrik phono plugs, which contact 

ground before signal, ensuring care-free 

insertion. Assembly seems very robust, but 

as there's no screening, route with care. 

Sound quality 
Blue Heaven was one of the more successful 

HI-FI CHOICE 
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Sound quality 
This was a qualified success on audition. 

Bass seemed to be just slightly coloured and 

things could get a little rough when the 

music was loud, but treble was always clear, 

and detail was generally not far short of the 

best. Side-side imagery was good; front

back slightly less so. it also appeared that 

this cable prefers non-classical to classical 

£110 

Slight roughness detracts from some music; seems 

well suited to rock and jazz. Lively and detailed. 

Kimber, Edgebank House, Skelsmergh, Kendal, Cumbria 

LA8 9AS 

(01539) 823247 

cables in this test, excelling particularly in 

the bass regions, which were strong, clear 

and well defined without any loss of reso

nance. If the treble was less persuasive, it 

was only due to a hint of grain, which at 

times caused sounds such as orchestral vio

lins and muted jazz trumpet to be slightly 

veiled. The same effect probably caused a 

small degree of front-to-back imaging com

pression. Nevertheless, we welcomed the 

£144.95 

Very good bass and only slightly grainy treble add up 

to a well-integrated, natural-sounding cable. 

Nordost, Unit 7, Aber Park Industrial Estate, Aber Road, 

Flint, Flintshire, CH6 SEX 

(01352) 730251 

music, with rock and upbeat jazz enjoying a 

I ively presentation. 

A bit of a mixed bag, then; but we'd say 

it's worth a Recommendation. RB 

feeling of integration maintained by the 

Nordost wire with any musical style, and 

with any signal source. Despite the high price 

it seems worthy of Recommendation. RB 
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PURIST AUDIO DESIGNS (PAD) 
ELEMENT A 
Quite frankly, this cable is a bit of a monster, 

and it's not quite clear why. Beneath the 

nylon braid there seems to be a plastic tube 

concealing something akin to the typical 

6mm diameter of most cables. it's not terri

bly flexible either. Our sample was unusually 

long at 1.5m, which may not have helped. 

The assembly is sealed, but Elementa 

seems to be a pseudo-balanced cable. 

Although it uses a good, low-loss dielectric, 

its ea pacita nee is high enough to indicate 

caution when combining with a passive pre

amp, where treble loss may become a prob

lem. Fitted plugs are solid and grippy. 

Sound quallty 
As with one or two other cables in the test, 

PROWIRE SILVER 
Prowire is a brand name of Vivanco, the well

known accessories outfit known better for its 

fine headphones. Silver is the flagship of this 

new range and is unusual for offering silver

plated conductors at a near-budget price. 

it's a pseudo-balanced cable with quite 

substantial conductors in a Teflon dielectric, 

screened with a foil-and-braid screen and 

covered in a thick sheath. All of these factors 

conspire to make the cable slightly inflexible 

but certainly good material value for money. 

The plugs are very chunky and securely fixed, 

and exert a good grip on normal phono sock

ets. Only in its moderate level of microphony 

does this cable fall short of excellence. 

Sound quallty 
Though not quite the most accomplished 

cable in this test, the Prowire still made a 

very good impression. In common with 
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Elementa seems very picky about its music. 

Give it something simple, say a jazz duo or a 

string quartet, and it can make a good 

impression, quite natural and open. Give it 

more ambitious musical material, though, 

and everything starts falling apart. Bass is 

muffled and indistinct, treble is dirty -

especially when things get loud - and 

imaging is indistinct. 

£145/1.5• 

A fat. heavy, frankly rather lazy-sounding cable; best 
with music for small forces. 
High End Audio Recherche, 11 Camden Street. Be�ast, 

BT9 SAT 

(01232) 319148 

many cables, it imparted just a hint of col

oration to the bass, and lacked the last fine 

degree of detail at higher volume levels. 

That, however, is nit-picking, as in general it 

was well balanced, clear and detailed. 

Left-to-right imaging was just fine, while 

back-to-front it was just a shade below 100 

per cent. Oddly, percussion in a couple of 

jazz excerpts sometimes sounded a little 

dirty and coarse, but this was intermittent 

and didn't seem to affect any other instru-

***** 
***** 
£5t.H 

A eood cable in every way, with just Hie occasional 
hint of coloration and coarseness. 
Vivanco UK Ltd. Maxted Court, Maxted Road, Hemel 

Hempstead, Herts HP2 7BY 

(01442) 403020 

A disappointing result for a purportedly cry

ongenically treated cable, especially given 

the rather high price. RB 

ments noticeably. Vocals, both spoken and 

sung, were natural, u nforced and 

uncoloured, while violins had bite, sparkle 

and refinement. A good all-rounder, then, 

and heartily Recommended. RB 

HI-FI CHOICE 



OEDONECT2 

QED has traditionally excelled in the lower

price arena, and this modest cable is no 

exception. it's a pseudo-balanced type, 

moderately flexible, and fitted with some 

smart, practical phono plugs. Inside, the 

plugs are not outstandingly robust but the 

cable is quite well secured and grip on sock

ets is tight. The cable itself uses a low-loss 

dielectric and is very non-microphonic. 

Sound quality 
Qnect 2 was one of the best-liked cables in 

the test. Its bass is extended and clean- per

haps not as extended as the very best, but it's 

a close second. Treble is detailed and clear: 

it balances bite and refinement admirably, 

running rings in this respect around several 

cables costing more than twice as much. ·In 

SO NI CLINK BLACK 

Soniclink is one of those wonderfully icono

clastic companies that makes hi-fi fun. Its 

proprietor, Graham Nalty, has a way of com

ing up with ideas that no-one else would 

consider trying, although the resulting range 

of cables, using practically every kind of con

ductor and dielectric known to man, is vast 

and rather baffling. 

This example consists 'o f a pair of 

stranded conductors, hefty by\nterconnect 

SOVND 
VAL11E 
PRICE £49 

0 Slight dryness in the bass and a hint of treble roll-off 

don't compromise integration. Seems to like 

classical music! 

181 Soniclink, 15 Derwent Business Centre, Clarke Street, 

Derby OEI 2BU 

s (01332) 361390 
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one opera recording there was some col

oration in the midband, but apart from that 

the balance seemed very good. 

To be hyper-critical, at times there 

seemed apparent a tiny loss in delicacy, of 

sounds such as a lightly-struck cymbal, but 

in no way was this intrusive. And when han

dling traditional cable challengers like 

£30 

0 Very well balanced, refined and detailed, this is 

everything a good cable should be- and excellent 

value, too. 

181 QEO Audio Products, Bridgeway House, Bridgeway Close, 

lightwater, Surrey GUI8 5XU 

s (01276) 451166 

standards, with a rubber dielectric and a 

similar sheath, covered with nylon braid. 

There's no screen, and the cable may pick 

up hum if installed anywhere near mains 

wiring. Microphony is very low. The plugs 

fitted are of standard quality, but seem 

robustly mounted and a re a good tight fit on 

sockets. 

Sound quality 
Like one or two other cables in the test, 

Black tends towards dryness, particularly in 

the bass. Midrange and treble are clean, and 

seem generally uncoloured, although there 

is a small lack of bite in the extreme treble, 

which slightly smooths off violins, saxo

phones and the like. 

lmaging is good, and there's a pleasing 

sense of integration between the different 

strands of an ensemble. Perhaps because of 

the dry bass, vigorous rock seemed rather 

less suited to this cable than, say, solo voice 

massed choral voices, the Qnect 2 portrayed 

them beautifully at any volume setting. 

Qnect 2 fully deserves a Best Buy. RB 

and piano, and drum kits at times lost 

impact. For some reason, this cable seemed 

happier connected to a CD player than to the 

phono box, though the difference was slight. 

Try it and see; Recommended, anyway. RB 
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Man a 
Equipment 

Tables 
� Superb upgrade for 

any hi-fi system; like 

changing every 

component and buying 

a new music collection 

into the bargain. 

Q Dust-trap par 

excellance; more 

addictive than crack 

cocaine. 

"Now, I can only say 
that until I had the Mana 
equipment table f!tted, 
my hi-fi system w·as at 
best half-cocked." 

Verdict 
Man a 

Acoustics 
Reference 

PROS: Superb 

performance; great 

effects for a mere 

table 

CONS: A right royal 

pain to clean and dust 

Sound 

J 
Music 
The Alternative Hi-Fi Shop 

Come and hear why 

93-95 N antwich Road 
Crewe, Cheshire 

Tel: 01270 214143 
AKG, AVI, ALCHEMIST, B.C.D., BLUEPRINT, 

CHORD CO., DYNAUDIO, DE VA, 
DYNAVECTOR, ELECTROCOMPANIET, JOHN 

SHEARNE, KEF, LEXICON, MYRYAD, MICHELL, 
NORDOST, ORTOFON, PROJECT, PROJEKT 
STANDS, QLN, RESTEK, ROKSAN, STANDS 

UNIQUE, TEAC. 

It costs the same to get it right 

as it does to get it wrong 
At the Listening Rooms, we pride 

ourselves on matching your needs with 
exactly the right equipment, whatever 
your budget, and because we only stock 
the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you'll also get is sound 
professional advice and a chance to relax 
and listen to some of the world's finest 
Hi-Fi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 
Two Fully equipped lisrening rooms. 

Home insrallacion service. 
Mulri-room design and insrallarion. 
2 years Parrs and Labour guarantee. 

Home cinema surround-sound 
Export and Credir facilities 

• ACOUSTIC ENERGY· ARCAM ·AUDIO RESEARCH 

• AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • • CELESTION • COPLAND 

• CYRUS • DEN ON • EPOS • HARMAN KARDON • JBL • KEF 
• • KRELL • LINN • MARANfZ • MART! LOGAN • MERIDIAN 

• MICHELL • MICROMEGA • • MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO 

• MUSIC FIDELITY X SERIES • NAKAMICHI • NEAT PETITE 

• PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • PROAC • QUAD • REL 

• ROGERS • SME • • SONUS FABER • STAX • SYSTEMDEK 

• TAN NO • THETA • WILSON AUDIO • YAMAHA • 

�;-]�listening 
_ � room · 

I 6 I Old Brompron Rd. London SW5 OLJ. 
Tel: 0171-244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192 

Monday- Sarurday I Oam - 6pm. 
earesr Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road 



STRAIGBTWJRE CHORUS 
Chorus is an attractive, practical, flexible 

design, with basic but securely-fitted phono 

plugs. Under the purple sheath, the cable is 

a simple coaxial type with a thin Teflon 

dielectric, which gives low loss but unusu

ally high capacitance. This would suggest 

caution when using this cable in any run 

longer than about lm with passive preamps 

and similar. Microphony is low. 

Sound quality 
In common with the other high-capacitance 

cables in this test, and possibly due to that 

parameter, Chorus seems just a little soft in 

the treble, lacking some bite and extension, 

particularly with brass instruments. At the 

other end of the spectrum, though, bass is 

solid, well rounded and nicely extended, 

VAN DEN BUL D102 MKIII 

Like Soniclink (and Audio Note, lsoda and a 

few others), van den Hul has been instru

mental in investigating conductors apart 

from the usual copper and silver. The whole 

subject of conductor material is still wide 

open to debate, but van den Hul felt that 

there was a common and undesirable signa

ture to all metal-conductor cables, so set 

about constructing cables with carbon-fibre 

conductors instead. 

01 02mklll is one of these; although it is, 

in fact, a hybrid, mixing carbon fibre with 

more conventional silver-plated copper. 

Construction is pseudo-balanced, with 

Teflon insulation, and collet-clamp phono 

plugs that are fitted with a rubber sleeve 

under the collet, to ensure secure cable 

clamping. Capacitance, dielectric loss and 

microphony are all low. 

This was, by a small but decisive margin, 

HI-FI CHOICE 

ON TEST: INTERCONNECT CABLES 

with good detail on tricky sounds. 

When a climax approaches, Chorus 

passes on the full impact to the amplifier 

with scarcely a murmur, although there is 

perhaps a small loss of imaging detail in 

really dense textures. In fact, front-back 

imaging seemed if anything slightly better 

than side-to-side, which is unusual but not 

damaging. lt led to a good sense of being 

£39.99 

A very confident cable with good bass, though 
perhaps a shade of treble loss. 
CSE, Unit 9, Centrre Park Holdings, Tockwith, York 

Y05 8QF 
(01423) 359054 

the best cable in the test- a result all the 

more creditable given this wire's relatively 

modest cost. Whether due to the carbon 

fibre or not, its sound was solid, clear and 

effortless at all times, with basically nothing 

to criticise. Bass was extended as far as any 

and fully resonant, but at the same time 

under control. Midrange was uncoloured 

and natural, helping voices sound live and 

unprocessed, while treble was sweet and 

detailed, conveying alike the delicate tinkle 

of small percussion instruments and the 

***** 
***** 
£69.99/o.a .. 

A cable with everything: good bass, treble, imaging 
and naturalness 
VDH, PO Box 31, Bishop Auckland, Dll4 7YX 
(01388) 663273 

'invited in' to the music. A good performer 

overall and worthy of Recommendation. RB 

rasp of muted trumpet. In fact, this is pretty 

much as good as cable gets, and is therefore 

a Best Buy. RB 
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Above 
and 

Beyond 

DIN 
Connectors 

Deltron fully screened DIN 
connectors are available 
with or without mating 
latches in either a bright 
nickel or non-reflective matt 
black finish, with robust die 
cast backshells on the cable 
plugs and sockets.· 

Our range includes three 
styles of panel mounting 
sockets, two PCB mounting 
sockets and one cable 
socket. Nine configurations 
of pin contacts are 
available, from 3-way to 
8-way. 

The cable mounting 
connectors incorporate 
cable grips and strain relief 
grommets. Panel sockets 
are available in flanged 
3-hole fixing, which can be 
fastened to the panel with· 
fixing screws or pop rivets, 
or in single hole fixing with 
hexagonal fixing nut. 

For more details contact 
our web-site or telephone, 
fox or E-mail us at the 
address below. 

DELTRON 
COMPONENTS LTD 

� 
� 

� 
A meu1ber ohhe OELTRON F..LECTROKJCS GROtn.• 

Atlas Works, Atlas Road, 
London NW1 0 6DN 

Tel: +44 (0) 181 965 4222 

Fax: +44 (0) 181 965 6130 
Web: WWIN.deltron·component.co.uk 

E-mail: soles@deltron-components.co.uk 

Do You Like 
The Look Of 

These? 
----�--



ON TEST: INTERCONNECT CABLES 

CONCLUSIONS 
I

t's 'ever-so-slightly-controversial-view

point' time again, as your hero opines 

that interconnects are generally less 

flawed than speaker cables. At any rate, the 

differences between interconnect cables 

seem less obvious than those between 
speaker wires. That said, once these tests 
got under way, it was not hard to find clear 

and repeatable differences between the var

ious candidates on parade. 

Quite by coincidence, we turned up 

Recommended examples priced from the 

least to almost the most expensive. The two 

cheapest recommendations, Cable Talk 

Advanced 2 (£35) and Straightwire Chorus 

(£39.99), both offer a good basic perfor

mance, and have a confortable margin of 
clear blue water between themselves and 
the kind of freebie cables that come supplied 

with most hi-fi separates. Cables such as 

these should establish a good basis in sys

tems at the lower end of the 'serious' mar

ket, say up to about the £2,000 level. 
Importantly, they're manufactured to a high 

standard and should be compatible with 

pretty much any partnering electronics. 

Son icLink Black (£50) and Prowire 

Silver (£59.99) offer slightly more refine

ment. Of the two I felt Prowire was more 

widely compatible, while Soniclink seemed 

to vary from merely good to excellent 

depending on programme material. The lat

ter is also unscreened and generally a more 

'tweaky' cable, in keeping with the company 

image (as I hope proprietor Graham Nalty 

won't mind me saying!). But don't let that 

put you off trying it- you don't have to wear 

an anorak to enjoy good sounds! 
Kimber Hero (£110) and Nordost Blue 

Heaven (£135) are also unscreened and in 

price are beginning to approach the high 

end. Both are capable of very fine perfor

mances, and at this level I would suggest a 

home audition is mandatory. Wiring an 
entire system with a cable such as this is 

obviously expensive, but using just one pair 
between your favourite source and preamp, 
for instance, is more easily justifiable if the 
results are good- as they certainly can be. 

Finally, two Best Buys seem to show the 
way at budget and moderate prices respec

tively. QED Qnect 2 (£30) and van den Hul 

D102mklll (£70) meet the basic Best Buy 

criterion: they sound as if they cost a lot 

more. Both are very solidly assembled, too, 

and completely compatible. If you want to 
spend a little, put them on your shortlist; if 
you want to spend a lot, put them on your 
shortlist anyway and you might be pleased 
how much you'll save' RB 

HI-FI CHOICE 

through the cable and its associated magnetic flux. 

Interconnects with a parallel, spaced geometry tend 

to have a higher inductance which, in turn, tends to 

'sharpen' RF resonances. This may impact on sound 

quality where RFI is an issue. 

CAPACIT&NCB: This is another electrical constant 

related to the electrical field and charge maintained 

across the signal and return 'halves' of the intercon

nect. High capacitance may be linked to poor dielec-

tric quality and/or a very tightly-packed geometry 

(see final category). 

RBIII'I'&NCB: This is determined by the total 

cross-sectional area and conductivity of the intercon

nect's metal core(s). A high-ish resistance may 

degrade treble quality, especially if earth currents 

are allowed to circulate between poorly-grounded 

pieces of equipment. 

DIEUC'I'JUC IT&BILITI': This is reflected in the 

signal leakage that occurs between the signal and 

return 'halves' of the interconnect and the 

unwanted, random storage of charge measured as 

Dielectric Absorption. Poor dielectric properties are 

linked to impaired bass performance, with insulators 

like Teflon (PTFE) being preferred over Polyethylene 

and PVC, for example. 

Bl'nC'I' ON UGNAL BANDWID'I'II: Here, the 

cable's LCR characteristics are used to determine 

any modification of the overall frequency response. 

Long lengths of a high-capacitance interconnect dri-

ven from a high impedance source (like a passive 

pot, for example), encourage a sweeter sound by 

rolling-oft the extreme treble. 

Note: all measurements are normalised to a Jm length. 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS 

For dynamic digits, look no further. Alvin Gold (listening test) and Paul Miller (lab test) 

check out 12 new CD supermodels, and the results are not what you'd expect! 

T
here's been a steady stream of 

new compact disc players emerg

ing over the last few months. This 

month, to do battle, we've assem

bled 12 of the latest models to do battle, 

which range in price from £450 to £1,300, 
but there is a clear emphasis on the upper 

end of the price band. Why are there so 

many expensive new models? One obvious 

reason is commercial: the hi-fi market is 

becoming increasingly polarised, with mid

priced equipment selling in smaller num

bers, while more high-end gear has been 

comparatively buoyant. 

Some of the tested new models may 

look familiar to seasoned readers. This is 

because a number of them use housings 

borrowed from existing models. Rest 

assured, they're all new. 

One question frequently arises in discus

sions about CD players. How much should 

one spend, within a family of products that 

often appear to give scanty justification for 

exalted prices? The truth is that CD players 

do differ from each other in important 

ways. But it is a false perception that CD 

players are all much of a muchness. 

it is true that CD was once promoted as 

offering 'perfect sound, forever': an exhor

tation which, if taken literally, would 

indeed point punters towards the cheapest 

players they could find. History has shown 

that this was a particularly glib piece of 

marketing speak. 

The 'why spend more?' argument also 

stems from the fact that too many dealers, 

especially the High Street electronics multi

ples and out-of-town retail sheds, either 

don't give product demonstrations- or, 

more often, offer only meaningless product 

demos, often in unsuitable conditions, 

which are psychologically designed to rein

force preconceptions and ensure closure. 

Closure of the sale, that is. 
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On the whole, hi-fi's more expensive CD 

players are seldom sold in this kind of out

let. Most of the better brands try to deal 

exclusively with specialist dealerships 

geared towards providing effective service 

rather than necessarily the lowest price. it's 

a sad fact of modern life that current EU 

legislation forbids manufacturers to choose 

who they sell to- in public at least. 

you don't know where to find one, check 

the advertisements in this magazine, or call 

the BADA hotline one (0171) 226 4044. 

THE CAST LIST 
MODEL ...•.•.....•..•...............•...... PRICE ... PAGE 

Arc am Alpha BSE ...................... £600 . . .  p65 

AVI S2000MC2 ......................... £899 . . .  p73 

Copland CDA-266 .................. £1,199 . . .  p80 

Hi-fi users should not be swayed by low, 

low price-tags, on CD players or any other 

hi-fi component. They will be best served 

by retailers who understand how good hi-fi 

systems are pieced together, how system 

components interact, how to provide a 

meaningful demonstration, and how to 

deliver appropriate before-and-after sales 

care. There are many such dealers, but if 

Cymbol CDP12 ...................... £1,299 . . .  p81 

Helios Model 2 .......................... £950 . . .  p75 

Marantz CD-17 Kl Signature ... £1,100 . . .  p77 

Meridian 506 ......................... £1,100 . . .  p79 

Myryad MCD 500 ................... £1,300 . . .  p82 

Pioneer PD-S06 ........................ £550 . . .  p67 

Sony CDP·XA20ES .................... £450 . . .  p69 

Teac VRDS-9 ............................. £700 . . .  p71 

XTC CDP·l.. ........................... £1,250 • . .  p83 

I
n Hi-Fi Choice's unique and most rigorous formalised test 

procedure, every component is subjected to the following 

three-step programme of evaluations: 

I) 'Sighted' hands-on listening by this author, physical exami

nation, and functional testing, involving a wide range of pro

gramme material and partnering equipment. 

21 Two days of unsighted panel auditions in which each player 

was presented incognito to an experienced listening panel. 

Each candidate is made to reproduce a standard programme 

of music. Partnering equipment is chosen for familiarity to the 

panel, and priced at a level commensurate with the hardware 

under appraisal. All equipment was thoroughly run-in before 

the tests began, and all players remained switched on and 
plugged into the mains until all tests had been completed. 

The following pieces of equipment served during the tests: 

Densen Beat 11 and Musical Fidelity AlDOl amplifiers, 

Tannoy Definition D900 and Definitive Technology BP2002 

floorstanding loudspeakers, and Nordost Red Dawn speaker 

cables and interconnects. We used a Krell KAV-300cd CD 

player at the start of each session, to establish a level of com

petence by which the test candidates could be judged. · 
31 A programme of computerised objective tests undertaken 

in the laboratory of our Technical Editor, Paul Miller. See box 
on p63 for details. 

These are by far the most revealing tests used by any hi-fi 

magazine. Measurement and listening tests were conducted 

independently and were not cross referenced before the 

reports were written. 

WHAT MUSIC DID WE USE? 
Joni Mitchell: Coo/ Water from Chalk 

Mark./n A Rain Storm on 
Geffen 924 172-2 

Martin Taylor: I Thought About You from 
Two's Company on 

Linn Records AKD081 
Alfred Brendel: Second Movement (alle
gro molto) from Beethoven Piano Sonata 
N° 31, Op. 110 on Philips 446 701-2 

Wind Soloists of the Orchestra of the 
Age of Enlightenment: dir. Anthony 

Halstead, Finale (molto allegro) from 
Mozart Serenade in 8 Flat for 13 Wind 
Instruments K361 on BBC Music maga

zine cover disc Vol VI, N° 2. 
Various other tracks for hands-on testing. 

THE LISTENING PANEL 
Our thanks for the skills and time con
tributed by our listening panel drawn 

from the ranks of the hi-fi industry: 
David lnman (Castle Acoustics), Roger 

Batchelor (Denon), 
Keith Haddock (REL), Robin Marshal! 

(Mission), Russell Kaufmann 
(Morei/Densen), Kevin Edwards (Cable 

Talk), Steve Cross (Ruark). 

HI-Fl CHOICE 



UNDERSTANDING OUR 

BAR-GRAPHS AND 

GROUP AVERAGES 

T
here will be significant differences 

between the cheapest product in our 

test and the most expensive. For this reason 

we always segregate our test candidates 

into two or more categories based on price. 

Our aim is to assess every product's perfor

mance in the context of its closest rivals. 

• Each lab-report panel is colour-coded 

according to the key given below: 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

UNDERSTANDING OUR 

BAR-GRAPH MEASUREMENTS 

T
he measurements behind Hi-Fi Choice's 
unique bar-graphs are provided by our 

Technical Editor, Paul Miller, using both GPIB
controlled measurement hardware and his own, 
award-winning, PC-based Virtual Instrument 
software. Each bar-graph value is derived from a 
weighted statistic of several key measurements 
and is displayed relative to a notional zero per 
cent which represents the group average for that 
particular category. 
1 Suppression of Digital Images: This indicates 
the effectiveness of the player's digital filter in 
removing 'aliasing' or 'stopband' distortions 
immediately outside of the audio band. 
2 Jitter: Any uncertainty in the timing of the digital 
code produces digital jitter, which manifests as an 
insidious form of distortion during digital-to-ana
logue conversion. The lower the figure the better. 

ON TEST: CD PLAYERS 

3 Practical Dynamic Range: This is determined 
by the player's signal-to-noise ratio and to what f-----------------....., 
degree it is compromised by any noise TEST INNOVATOR 01' TBE YEAR 

modulation occurring under real signal Our Technical Editor, Paul Miller, has been 

conditions. awarded Test Innovator of the Year by Test 

4 Harmonic Distortion vs. Level: This barchart magazine, the leading European journal of the 

value is derived from the variation in distortion test and measurement industry. T his gong 

both with frequency and signal level. The came in recognition of Paul's Jitter 

consistency and nature of the distortion also Measurement Suite, as used to test CD 

forms part of the equation. players for Hi-Fi Choice. 

5 Linearity: Linearity is a measure of the 
player's low-level resolution. For example, if a 
signal coded at -80dB emerges from the player 
at -80.5dB then this represents a deviation in its 
linearity of 0.5dB. 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £750t 

Arcam Alpha BSE 

T
he Alpha 8SE is the first Arcam CD 

player equipped to decode High 

Definition Compatible Digital (HDCD) 

CDs. As such, the '8SE is among sev

eral recently-introduced models to specify 

the Pacific Microsonics PMDlOO digital fil

ter and HDCD decoder (see Lab Report). 

The Sony transport mechanism, mother

board and the case are the same as those 

used in the Alpha 7 and 8, and the player 

appears to use the same NPC one-bit PWM 

bitstream D-to-A converter. 

HDCD compatibility is a new string on 

Arcam's bow, although the filter's good rep

utation has derived more than partly from its 

performance with conventional stereo mate

rial. Reduced digital jitter is another claim. 

The 8SE looks like the standard Alpha 7 

and Alpha 8, with its curvy-moulded front 

panel and a rather wheezy drawer mecha

nism. The fluorescent display has a rather 

narrow viewing window, and is a bit too 

bright- a neutral density filter would have 

prevented unused indicator segments show

ing through. However, you can dim the dis

play to a certain extent, or switch it off. 

lt has a plasticky feel overall, but the unit 

is well finished, and all features work as 

advertised. Most gizmos are accessible on 

VALUE 

PRICE £600 C'l'WO 'lUll GVAIIAIITUI 

0 Top-notch, mid-priced, HDCD-compatible player has 

a fine combination of clarity, refinement and &0011 

limine; Easy upgrade option from Arcam's lower

priced models is of particular benefit 

181 A&R Cambridge Ltd, Pembroke Avenue, Denny Industrial 

Centre, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB 

fiJ (01223) 203203 

the front panel, mak

ing for a 'busy' appearance, but the 

controls are well organised. There is a com

pact and user-friendly remote control, but 

surprisingly for player that seems so well 

endowed, there is no head phone socket. 

Owners of Alpha 7 and Alpha 8 players 

can upgrade to Alpha 8SE specification by 

means of a dealer-fitted upgrade kit that 

costs £299. There may be a trade-in value 

for Alpha 8 decoder boards, but this must be 

negotiated with your dealer. 

Sound quality 
The Alpha 8SE came across as a clean, open 

and well-balanced player. "The atmosphere 

around the piano was good," commented a 

listener on hearing the Arcam's Brendel/ 

Beethoven rendition. He went on to say: 

"The soundstage around the players was big 

and detailed, and timing is good" (Mozart). 

Another listener thought the Arcam was the 

"best by a mile- each track sounded better 

than it has done all day." This was at the end 

of the day, not the beginning. 

Another panellist wrote: "There is detail 

on the Joni Mitchell track I have never heard 

before," He went on to praise the trumpet 

sound and leading-edge detail in the Martin 

Taylor track, and the texture of the wind 

instruments in the Mozart. There were criti

cisms, but they were pretty restrained. Most 

of them concerned a "thumpy" and "over-

warm" bass . 

I concurred 

unsighted panel in liking this player- a 

lot. lt offered consistently fine portrayals of 

recordings I knew well, but more impor

tantly, its clear, open presentation always 

made unfamiliar recordings sound more 

interesting and engaging. With the Arcam, it 

was very easy to follow quiet background 

instruments and voices, even when these 

were battling with louder lines in the mix. 

For example, good jazz ensemble record

ings embody subtle elements of rhythmic 

timing, and the Arcam handled these par

ticularly well, propelling piece after piece 

with a solid beat. Stereo imagery was spa

cious and well defined, with a fine sense of 

depth, and even a suggestion of height from 

one favourite Verdi Requiem recording (on 

Telarc). 

Conclusions 
Explicit detail, good timing and a smooth, 

easy-going presentation make this HDCD 

player an excellent all-rounder. Stir into the 

equation the very reasonable asking price, 

and you have all the classic ingredients of a 

Best Buy. Upgradability from other Alpha 

models is particularly praiseworthy - other 

manufacturers please take note! AG ... 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £750) 

p·oneer PD-S06 

T
he PD-S06 incorporates a number of 

proprietary Pioneer technologies that 

you should expect to encounter in 

cheaper Pioneer products over the next 

few months. Prominent among these is a 

new twist on Pioneer's Legato-Link 

Conversion digital filter system (which 

claims to put some analogue warmth back 

into the 'clinical' sound of CD.) Dubbed 'Hi

Bit Legato Link Conversion S', it attempts to 

enhance low-level signal resolution by 

"requantisation of recorded 16-bit data into 

24-bit data", according to Pioneer. 

Other claimed enhancements include 

reduced jitter and an improved CD mecha

nism. Surprisingly, Pioneer has replaced its 

own best one-bit converters with 20-bit Burr 

Brown components, making this the first 

multi-bit Pioneer player for years. The 

boffins claim that multi-bit converters offer 

inherently higher resolution at high frequen

cies, and are less susceptible to jitter. 

it's built like a tank, and sports an 

impressive gold-anodised front panel. The 

loading tray is centrally mounted below the 

display. The right-hand side of the facia 

includes a full range of transport controls, 

including a rotary indented switch for track 

selection, which is a great improvement on 

S01JND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRIC:Il £550 IOD 'lUll GVAilAJIDI:t 
0 Smoolll, enjoyable, but ultimately a soft-centred 

player. But if oilier playel$ cause your nerves to jan

lfe, lllis player's attractive price is one of many fea

tures to recommend it 

l8l Pioneer High Fidelity (GB) lld, Pioneer House, Hollybush 
Hill, Stoke Poges, Slough Berks Sl2 4QP. 

tit (0 1753) 789500 

Blmlmil 
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the ubiquitous track

-----=:::::::: ___ _ 

.--" ·-:_ ·';·' 

skip keys. The opposite side of the 

facia is devoted principally to secondary fea

tures such as the headphone socket and its 

associated volume control, repeat button, 

plus switches for the display mode (you can 

turn it off) and digital outputs. 

Sound qua&ty 
This unit scored well above average among 

our listening panellists. For its price, this is 

enough to earn a formal Recommendation, 

but closer observation of our listeners' com

ments reveals that the Pioneer failed to gen

erate massive excitement. Obviously no 

effort has been spared to knock off any 

rough edges that might identify the source's 

digital provenance in a pejorative sense; but 

in the process, have there been some essen

tial musical sparks extinguished as well? 

"A little too laid back ... the piano tone is 

too sweet," ran a typical comment on the 

Brendei/Beethoven excerpt. One listener 

thought the same piece sounded "one

dimensional". Another accused the Pioneer 

of sounding bland and lacking sparkle, say

ing that "it doesn't do anything terribly badly 

or particularly well either." 

More positive notes praised the "natural 

decay" of the trum

pet in the James Taylor track, 

even if the guitar "sounded distant". From 

another quarter came accolades for this 

player's "warmth and generous sound

stage ... and a nice sense of occasion." 

References were made to the Pioneer's well

extended bass on various occasions. 

I could never escape the soft-edged char

acter, but the almost understated quality of 

it brought unique rewards. My own listening 

pointed to consistent, well-defined imaging, 

which is a recognised Legato Link strength 

and difficult to assess in a panel-test con

text, since most listeners sit off axis. 

Conclusion 
I would argue that the PD-S06 is too com

plex, and while polite, it never bites, even 

though all musical instruments need to show 

their teeth from time to time. The PD-S06 is 

built like a potentate's palace, though, and 

its technology is more than routinely interest

ing. In any assessment it offers excellent 

value for the modest asking price. AG � 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £750) 

Sony CDP-XA20ES 

T
his offering from Sony joins the hon

ourable list of Japanese ex-factory 

designs which have undergone an exten

sive programme of UK modifications. 

These are designed to add purist appeal to a 

mass-manufactured brand, at the kind of 

prices genuine purist marques cannot hope to 

match. This formula has been pursued suc

cessfully by Marantz, with the K I Signature 

range; but in particular by Pioneer, with its 

PD-S505 Precision player (HFC 166). The 

latter is arguably the CDP-XA20ES's 

closest competitor. 

Within the CD loading 

drawer is Sony's 'Fixed Pickup 

Mechanism', an arrangement 

reminiscent of Meridian's CD 

players, but with a disc-stabilis

ing weight that must be placed 

manually upon a CD prior to 

playback. D-to-A conversion is said to come 

courtesy of the company's proprietary current

pulse chip. Other features include a dimmable 
display and off-centre insulating feet. 

The "tweak" programme also led to the 

removal of a variable-level analogue signal 

output, replaced by an electrical digital out

put, and specific internal component changes 

intended to reduce RF and other noises. 

VJU.'OE 
PRICE £450 (OD 'I'UR G1JAR&II'I'DI 

O Not quite the Pioneer Precision competitor it might 

have been. Despite a novel combination of user fea

tures and intriguina technoloo. the XA20ES never 

quite hits the G-spot. 

181 Sony UK Ltd., The Heights, Brooklands, Weybridge, Surrey 

KT13 OXW. 

• (0990) 111999 

The character of this player is somewhat 

schizophrenic. On the one hand it appears to 

have been aimed at the purist- Midi Man is 

hardly likely to be impressed by the springy 

loading tray and requirement for manual fit

ting of a disc clamp every time a disc is 

loaded. The captive, oxygen-free-copper, 

gold-plated mains lead also looks like a 

purist measure. 

But there is also every 

feature here but the kitchen sink, 

including a crammed display with track-cal

endar readout. And the front panel is 

stacked with operating conveniences such 

as track programming, tape-editing options 

and other clutterati. The fast-acting track 

search, driven by an indented rotary control, 

is guaranteed to have popular appeal; and 

the remote control is unusually user friendly. 

Sound quality 
The panel could not agree unanimously on 

this one, but in general they expressed a 

feeling that something was not quite right. 

While the outside edges of music came 

across effectively, less certain were more 

subtle internal virtues. "it's quite nice and 

clean," wrote one listener, "but not very 

exciting." Another panellist complained that 

the piano piece sounded a bit bland "and 

didn't hold my attention". Also there was a 

suggestion of tonal imbalance, with odd but 

not entirely isolated comments of a strong 

presence-band effect. These also pointed to 

loss of upper bass, and thus a rather thin, 

disembodied effect. One guest described the 

treble as "thin and splashy". 

Praise came from different quarters: for a 

player always sounding comfortable in its 

own skin and never 

harsh nor unpleas

ant. For my own 

part, though, I felt it 

underachieved in 

my own hpnds-on 

I isten i ng, and never 

equalled the form of 

the remarkable CDP

X3000ES reviewed 

last year (Best Buy, 
HFC 169). In particular, 

with the CDP-XA20ES I 

detected a loss of archi-

tectural solidity: music 

was often somewhat disembodied and light; 

lower frequencies sometimes seemed 

blurred. 

Conclusion 
In every sense of the words, this player is 

impressively smooth, quiet and slick. lt 

responds with alacrity to the user's bidding, 
even if the drawer loading mechanism pro

ceeds at a rather stately pace. The 'XA20ES 

appears very credible technically, but musi

cally it underwhelms. lt is tidy rather than 

detailed, slick where it should have been 

engaging. AG � 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (UP TO £750) 

Teac VRDS-9 

T
hough it has been designed to match 

the Midi-size dimensions of Teac's suc

cessful Reference 500 'lifestyle' system 

(285 x 133 x 330mm), this model is 

no lightweight. lt tips the scales at 9kg, 

which is heavier than many respectable 

amplifiers. The VRDS-9 features Teac's pro

prietary VRDS (Vibration-free Rigid Disc 

clamping System) CD mechanism, which 

clamps the disc with a mildly dished profile. 

This is claimed to reduce the power drawn 

by the laser pickup servo motor, with conse

quent assumed benefits for sound. Digital 

hardware is said to include twin multi-bit 

PCM 1702 chips from Burr-Brown, config

ured to minimise a phenomenon of multi-bit 

converters known as 'zero-cross distortion'. 

The VRDS-9 would be adequately 

equipped even without its convenience

boosting remote control. However, the dis

play is below the thin loading drawer and is 

thus difficult to view when the drawer is 

open, and still tricky to view when closed. 

The remote control is large, its buttons 

are thoughtfully arranged, and among them 

are studs for index search, fader, muting, 

volume adjustment (to -20dB in 1dB steps), 

features for dubbing (auto space etc) and 

display on/off. There is even a timer play fea-

SO'Il'ND ***** 
VALUE ***** 
PRICE £700 (01111 "'''IAR OtJAROI'I'IIII 
0 Well-crafted and not expensive, given the impressive 

engineerinc on display under the hood. UHimately, 

however, a sterile-soundina: and not entirely 

consistent player. 

181 Teac UK Ltd., 5 Marlin House, The Croxley Centre, 

Watford, Herts WD1 ffYA 
Ill (01923) 819630 

ture. System control 

sockets are fitted to the 

back of the player, so • c ·:. 1 
that it may be operated 

in harmony (and from a 

single handset) with a 

complete system. (For 

this very purpose there r=:,. 
is a system remote "--..! 
handset available that 

omits only a couple of 

minor CD-related features.) 

Sound quality 
The Teac was a tricky beast to pin down, due 

to the way it sounded inconsistent from sys

tem to system in my hands-on tests. Even 

between tracks in the panel tests its charac

ter seemed flexible, which resulted in some 

widely-varying scores. Regrettably the 

unsighted listeners were not overwhelmed 

by enthusiasm. 

One I istener was satisfied by the 

"punchy" sound and evident good vocal 

quality of the Joni Mitchell track, but felt the 

guitar in the Martin Taylor recording was 

"indistinct", and the trumpet "veiled". The 

subtle and elegant sound of Brendel's 

Beethoven was perceived by the same lis

tener as "unatmospheric", and the vital 

Mozart recording "lacked fire". 

Another participant took a more positive 

tack, and found little to fault in the VRDS-9's 

performance. "Well focused, well detailed, 

and with a good balance," he said, though 

not without qualifying this with an enigmatic 

suggestion that "there should be a 'but' -

but I can't find it." In concluding he opined 

that "this is probably a good player". 

Other opinions were most closely aligned 

with the first listener's judgment. "The voice 

is a bit strangled [Joni 

Mitche/1], and I don't like the 

trumpet sound [Martin Taylor], but the piano 

and wind band recordings are OK," was one 

sum-up comment from a listener who 

deemed the Teac a "Curate's egg." 

I concur with this consensus view. This 

player sounds superficially sharp and clear, 

but lacks deep resolving power and therefore 

ends up drawing in musical caricatures. This 

left a disappointing impression of some 

recent families of recordings known to give 

good results in other settings- Sony Music's 

SBMs and Deutsche Grammophon's 4Ds. A 

remark culled from the panel test notes, to 

the effect that the Mozart sounded as though 

it was played by a "small town orchestra", is 

only too apt, I fear. 

Conclusion 
The VRDS-9 is undeniably good looking, 

beautifully built, and the natural choice for 

owners of Teac's Reference 500 system. But 

between audiophile ideals and the factory 

gate, something has gone awry. W hat 

results is a player that in a number of ways 

adds up to less than the sum of its parts. AG 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (£751-£1,1001 

AVI S2000MCII 

T
hough it looks almost identical to the 

£1 ,3 0 0  S 2 0 0 0 M C R e f e r e n c e  

Recommended in HFC 169 some 

months ago, the MCII version is a new 

'budget' addition to AVI's range - if an 

£899 player can be described this way! 

lt shares all of the Reference model's 

external features, and its Philips CDM12.5 

CD mechanism. Remove the sturdy lid, 

however, and and you'll find a Philips 7323 

Bitstream DAC (with simplified power sup

ply) rather than the 

Reference model's 

costly pair of Burr

Brown P CM63P 

20-bit converters. 

Still, even though 

the MCII is £400 

cheaper than the 

Reference model, it 

still benefits from a dou

ble-sided, through-plated fibreglass 

circuit board for the audio components, with 

multiple ground planes. What's more, this 

less exalted machine is still built like the 

proverbia I brick outhouse. 

Should you wish to acquire a comple

mentary amplifier, the natural choice would 

be AVI's S2000MI integrated design, 

VALUE 

PRICE £8H COIIR 'fUR GVAil.UI'I'DI 

0 Forward, sometimes 'in-yer-face' player, which is 

also capable of fine resolving power and impressive 

dynamics. The display and control system are 

looking increasingly out of date. 

181 AV International Ltd., Unit F3C3, Bath Road Trading 

Estate, Stroud, Gloucestershire Gl5 3QF. 

lit (01453) 752656 

Recommended in last month's test. 

Avant-garde styling is not what you'll 

remember about the S2000MCII. On the 

rather fussy front panel, a plain Perspex 

insert incorporates a basic track-time dis

play. The overall effect is inelegant, though 

this is counterbalanced by the unit's small 

physical size- 310 x 

250 x 90 mm- and evidently solid 

build quality. 

Nothing's been done to improve upon 

AVI's eclectic custom control system, as 

noted in our review of the Reference CD 

player in HFC 169. The controls are obstruc

tive and even counter-intuitive in certain 

respects, while the display, I feel, is exces

sively bright, poorly formed and has an unin

formative readout. lt shows time and track 

information, but not at the same time. 

The drawer shuts with a slam, and the 

whole effect is rather utilitarian for such a 

costly player - but at least the modestly

endowed system remote control (supplied) 

is friendly and usefully equipped. 

Sound quality 
The AVI drove a wedge between two factions 

in our listening panel. Some believed that 

the player sounded "smooth and musical, 

with good timing, real authenticity and 

authority where necessary." In the other 

camp the view was that the Brendel record-

ing sounded "like a cheap piano in the local 

Scout hall: all the finesse has gone; it's 

just someone banging out the notes." 

it's hard to see how these opposing 

views could be reconciled. The 

results of my own listening 

tended to reinforce the second 

view proposed above, but with

out all the negative connota

tions. My notes describe a 

player with a strong presence 

band (thus giving prominence to 

vocals), and a recessed bass. lt 

tended to sound rather bright and 

tonally lightweight; sometimes it 

came across as rather coarse-textured 

and unsophisticated - especially 

when measured against players like 

the Marantz CD-17 Kl Signature. 

But I appreciated the AVI's strong resolv

ing power, its dynamic capabilities and the 

way it was able to cast light into denser musi

cal passages glossed over by other players. 

Conclusion 
lt was not within the scope of this review to 

compare the MCII model directly with the 

Reference version. In our earlier review the 

latter was deemed bright and lightweight, 

and the new model still sounds shiny. As a 

consequence this player must be system 

matched with greater care than usual. 

Choose this player to add spice to a recessed 

but otherwise well-behaved hi-fi rig. AG � 



" ... There's absolutely 
nothing to touch these 
speakers at this price" -
said WHAT HI-FJ' in the 
October 1997 edition. 
Enough said! 
WERE� 

''N :t·' • :1 § i Q 
***** Nov '97 

The revolutionary digital 
recording and playback 
medium that's taking the 
world by storm! "Home 
recording value for money 
doesn't get any better than 
this"- WHAT HI-FI? October 
1997.WERE� 

"It's a said WHAT Hr-Fr? in April 1997. They continued, 
"little short of astonishing". "Budget home cinema has never 
been so attainable". What Video & TV in July 1997 said " ... The 
quality of the surround sound performance is quite stunning". T3 
magazine, August 1997 raved "This has to be the bargain of the 
month. if not the yea('. RRP £249.95 
ALSO AVAILABLE SHERWOOD R925RDS AC-3 £399.95 

"This is a truly dynamic amplifier in every sense" said. 
Hi-Fi Choice in June 1997. They continued "It is 
nothing less than the truth to say that this amplifier 
brought the music to life". RRP £299.95 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (£751-£l,IOOt 

Helios Model 2 

R
egular readers of Hi-Fi Choice will first 

have encountered the brand-name 

Helios in Jason Kennedy's review of 

the £2,550 Stargate CD player, on 

p48 of HFC 17 4. As he explained then, 

Helios products are manufactured in the 

South of France, by a company called ETNA 

whose principal concerns are apparently 

high-tech and military in nature. If I was to 

say more, I'm afraid I'd have to shoot you. 

The Model 2, middle rung in a three 

strong range, claims to be based on a Phi lips 

CDM12.4 transport 

m e c h a n i s m ,  

en ha need with a 

l o w  r e s o n a n c e  

carbon-fibre disc 

tray, and a laser 

carriage respecified 

to reduce resonances and 

servo workload. 

Helios claims to have rewritten the CD 

player's control software from scratch, in

house. This encompasses the management of 

transport and laser, even the operating con

trols. The aim, allegedly, is to reduce jitter. 

The digital-to-analogue converter is a Crystal 

CS4328, beefed up with a custom-uprated 

over-sampling algorithm allegedley devel-

SOVND ***** 
VALVE ***** 
PRICE £950 ('I'WO 'DAM 01JAR.UITIIIII 

O Individual to the soles of its (shock absorbing) feet, 

this is an uneven, but not untalented performer. 

Check system compatibility carefully - it may be 

worth a listen . 

181 Absolute Analogue, PO Box 1532, Fordingbridge, Hants 

SP6 IBU 

fil (01425) 654488 

aped by Helios in conjunction with Crystal. 

The player, with a facia comprising a 

thick slab of Perspex, is ultra-simple and 

classy. Ergonomics are excellent, but the 

fast-moving and rather noisy drawer mecha

nism spoils the sophisticated image. 

Sound qua&ty 
In its sound quality, the Helios is as individ

ual and highly characterful as the circuits 

under its lid. 

On the whole we felt the player was 

rather taut and 

dry, though we also per

ceived an excessively constrained 

stereo soundstage. Furthermore there was 

also a hint of some 'gain-riding' effects- in 

essence, a slight inability to preserve the 

integrity and freedom of musical dynamics. 

Nonetheless there was still an almost vis

ceral sense of air and space surrounding the 

performers on many discs. 

Another observation was the way this 

player tends to recreate the source material 

in its own image, complete with a degree of 

coloration, in the upper mid band. (However, 

in my experience an almost glassy stridency 

is not unknown in CD players equipped with 

Crystal Semiconductor DACs.) We picked up 

on some 'granularity' too, all factors conspir-

ing to make this an arresting but uneven per

former. By many the Model 2 will be judged 

according to personal taste. 

This is not necessarily negative; many 

colossi of hi-fi mythology made their reputa

tions with products that creatively bent the 

rules of accurate musical reproduction. 

The quality of bass reproduction engen

dered disagreement among our panellists. 

Some complaints of an "overblown" and 

"muddy" sound were interpreted elsewhere 

(more benignly) as "warmth" by one lis

by another as a "big, authoritative" 

quality. This contrasted 

with "bright" vocals 

(Joni Mitchell) and a 

"shallow, albeit well

articulated piano sound" 

(Brendel). Odd tracks 

were greeted by individ

ual listeners with real 

enthusiasm ("Lovely" wrote 

one of the Mozart; "lt has 

good depth, flows well, and is 

enjoyable ... "); but there was lit

tle consistency probably because 

the Helios cast its light and shadows 

in unexpected (musical) places. 

Conclusion 
I find it ironic that a CD player should be 

distributed by a company called Absolute 

Analogue (and publicised by an operation 

dubbed Vinyl Demand). The Helios Model 

2 does not exhibit an overtly analogue 

nature. In fact, it has a highly characterful 

sound, whose distortions are sometimes 

beneficial and sometimes harmful, but 

rarely is this unit less than interesting, and 

occasionally it is actually enthralling. 

Recommended. AG � 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (£751-£1,100) 

Marantz CD-17 Kl Signature 

T
his is one of the latest models in the 

expanding series of Marantz products 

bearing the 'KI' signature of the com

pany's in-house hi-fi guru, the one-time 

fashion photographer Ken lshiwata. 

The CD-17 Kl Signature is based on the 

CD-17, which in turn was derived from the 

chunkier CD-15. While the '15 deployed 

Philips' chunky CDM4 CD die-cast mecha

nism (now obsolete), the '4 incorporates 

Philips CDM12.3 mech- deemed a con

troversial choice by some pundits. 

Signal processing 

is said to be a Philips 

DAC7 Bitstream con

v e r t e r , f e e d i n g  

Marantz's proprietary 

HD A M  (Hy p e r  

Dynamic Output Module), 

which boasts discrete silicon 

components rather than ICs. This, according 

to Marantz, leads to a low output impedance 

and a high slew rate. 

Marantz says the CD-17 is rebuilt by 

hand with various high-spec components to 

bring it up to KI-Sig standards. The upgraded 

parts include a captive Oxygen-Free Copper 

(OFCJ mains cable. Regrettably our test sam

ple had been reassembled incorrectly follow

ing modification, leaving the case strongly 

SOUND ***** 
VALVE ***** 
PRICE £1,100 I'I'WO 'lUll OU&IIANTDI 
0 Refined, articulate and lllree-dimensional sound, 

which only lacks the edge of danger to lift it clear of 
the crowd. 

181 Marantz Hi-Fi UK Ltd., Kingsbridge House, Padbury Oaks, 

575-583 Bath Road, Longford, Middlesex 

fil (01753) 680868 

skewed. The manufacturer claims this prob

lem is a one-off, but one would expect better 

quality control for the price. 

In every other respect the CD-1 7 gives 

every indication of being superbly con

structed. Look under the hood and you'll see 

copper screening used widely in an attempt 

to reduce the effects of eddy currents and RF 

interference. The remote control is a fabu

lous gold-finished confection, with sensibly 

grouped buttons, including a volume control 

(useful for those without remote

control amps, but best avoided for serious 

listening). A display switch and dimmer are 

included- the display itself includes a cal

endar-type track display. 

Sound quality 
lt sounds like a Marantz all right- the pan

ellists appeared to have its measure right 

from the outset, even though none of them 

identified it by name. Our listeners liked the 

CD-17 KI-Sig's performance in the blind lis

tening sessions, and representative com

ments included the following: "subtle tonal 

nuances"; "dynamic- plenty of weight and 

atmospheric but perhaps a little heavy going 

[Joni Mitchelll"; "enjoyable- the trumpet 

[from the jazz track] is a little distant, but 

the guitar is convincing"; "good, but nothing 

to get excited about". 

At the same time we praised the player 

for its ability to paint depth and width into 

soundstages. This was in stark contrast to 

the noticeably flat, almost dimensionless 

quality of imagery portrayed by some of the 

Marantz's peers in this test. 

My hands-on listening pointed in broadly 

the same direction. This is a good, some

times very good, but not outstanding player. 

lt was always smooth, elegant and well pro

portioned in every sense, but lacked any 

sense of edge, 

that frisson of 

excitement that 

should elevate 

g r e a t  m u s i c 

making above 

the realms of the 

ordinary. 

lt reproduces 

notes with consider

able refinement, but 

just fails to enthuse, 

perhaps because it can sound a 

little homogenised in the extreme treble, and 

because its balance tends to favour the bass, 

which nevertheless lacks the solidity and 

presence sometimes found elsewhere. 

Conclusion 
If refinement is what you seek, the CD-17 Kl 

Signature is about as refined as CD players 

come. Long-term listeners should not suffer 

the fatigue that compact discs still cause 

when played in the wrong machine. If you're 

looking for more dynamic qualities from your 

digits, however, you may find this player 

lacking. (But see Systems, HFC 163, p10). 

In any case, it's well worth shortlisting. 

Recommended. AG ...,. 
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ON TEST: CD PLAYERS {£751-£1,100t 

Meridian 506 

T
he 506 is one of hi-fi's longer-running 

designs, and during its lifetime it has 

been improved to keep up with the 

times. Once again Meridian has been 

busy: as you'll see in the Lab Report, the 

506 now incorporates a 20-bit 'Delta

Sigma' digital-to-analogue converter from 

Crystal Semiconductor. You wouldn't guess 

it from the player's exterior, which has not 

been revised in any way. 

The 506 shares its 

DAC with the more 

e x p e n s i v e  5 08 

m o d e l  (£1, 685 ) 

from the same sta

ble; in this cheaper 

player there are, 

apparently, less rig

orous re-clocking cir

cuits. On the audio side, there 

are only single-ended (phonol signal 

outputs - no XLRs. However the transport 

mechanism is said to be the same data

grade, linear-tracking, three-beam laser 

pick-up; and elsewhere under the hood 

there is a sprinkling of audiophile compo

nents and a discrete Class A output stage. 

The 506 is now supplied with Meridian's 

free-standing MSR full-system remote hand-

VALtTE 
PRICE £1,100 ITWO YEAR GUARANTEE) 

0 A new DAC breathes fresh life into this long-running 
member of a near-classic product line. Ergonomics 
enhanced by inclusion of infra-red system handset as 
standard. 

CBI Meridian Audio Ltd , Stonehill, Huntingdon, 
Cambs PE18 6ED 

lil (01480) 434334 

set, previously available only at extra cost. 

In all other respects nothing has 

changed: the CD mechanism is still installed 

within the loading drawer, in an ongoing 

attempt to marry the mechanical advan

tages of a top loader with the convenience of 

drawer loading. 

Electrical and optical 

digital outputs are available, 

along with standard Meridian 'comms' 

sockets for hook-up to other components 

and systems from the company's range. 

Sound quality 
If it looks indistinguishable from its prede

cessor, the 506 sounds strikingly different. 

Indeed its sonic performance doesn't resem

ble any earlier Meridian player I have heard. 

There is a new-found sense of warmth 

and grace, and a more crystalline purity in 

the higher registers where its predecessor 

could sound processed and compressed. lt 

offers altogether superior musical portray

als, with more light and shade and a wider 

effective dynamic range than before, but 

most of all it is smoother, more organic and 

progressive- less synthetic if you will. 

The panel recognised these qualities. One 

tester wrote that the 506 wasn't particularly 

dynamic, but " ... perhaps it doesn't need to 

be, because it was more enjoyable to listen 

to." Another described it as "better [than the 

last model], with superior tonality," 

though he criticised what he saw as a 

lack of coherence in the Mozart wind 

piece. A third golden-ear 

described the 506 as 

"nice and atmospheric" 

[Joni Mitchell], and 

"lacking in bite and 

dynamics, but fluid and 

p r o g r e s s i v e  

[Beethoven)]." 

Conclusion 
Any criticisms were mild in 

character, but prospective buy

ers should note that we aren't 

giving the 506 an absolute carte 

blanche. Nevertheless, despite 

being perhaps softer edged than pre

vious Meridian players, the 506's inherent 

resolving power is considerably greater in 

my view, which was amply demonstrated in 

my own hands-on listening using a wide 

range of amplifiers and loudspeakers. 

The bottom line is that this player pos

sesses considerable charm and resolving 

ability, and is strikingly more lively, open and 

three dimensional than the model it 

replaces. The clipped styling looks as con

temporary as ever, and although its 

ergonomics will not please every user, the 

506 is a worthy improvement. The 500 

Series has the makings of a classic line -

and this example is a Best Buy. AG � 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (ABOVE £1,101) 

Copland CDA 266 

G
opland's CDA 266 is the third CD 

player to be released by this Danish 

company, and is also the least expen

sive to date. Regular readers will have 

seen it in last month's Instant Systems, and 

will know that in this instance, a lower ask

ing price does not imply inferior visuals. 

T he CDA-266 has inherited the family 

virtues of classically retrained elegance. 

Fronting a large-footprint case, the facia is 

the plain aluminium extrusion we have 

come to know from Copland, and housed 

within it is the marvellous- and unique

twist-and-push transport control to invoke 

play, pause and track-skip operations. 

In the digital domain too it appears the 

CDA 266 is quite similar to its more upmar

ket siblings (the £1,800 CDA 277 and 

£2,199 CDA 288). Twin Burr-Brown 

PCM63P 20-bit converters, we're told, are 

conjoined with the Pacific Microsonics PMD 

100 digital filter, as found also in the Arcam 

Alpha 8SE (p65) and Cymbal CDP12 (p81). 

As explained in the Arcam review, the PMD 

100 will also get to grips with music 

encoded using the HDCD enhancement sys

tem. But as I have explained before, the fil

ter is a good component in its own right, irre

spective of HDCD performance. 

In the CD player's analogue stage there's 

S011ND ***** 
VAI.11E ***** 
PRICE £1,19912 'fEAR QUARANTBJI, 

CD IDCIIANIIM I 'fEAR QTUI 
O Higllly Recommendable player from one of the most 

musically-informed specialist European hi-li houses. 
Copland's most consistently capable player to date. 

181 Absolute Sounds, 58 Durham Road, London SW20 ODE 

m (0181) 947 5047 

a new complementary Class A 

circuit, Copland says, 

while the power sup

plies-though simpli

fied by comparison 

with previous models 

-remain compara

tively sophisticated 

and well endowed, apparently 

CD transport specification is one area 

where the CDA 266 differs from its team

mates. Instead of a Teac VRDS mechanism 

it offers a less expensive Sony loading 

drawer, in this instance mounted less conve

niently above the display, which was upper

most on previous players. And in the display, 

readout characters are mounted in such a 

way that they are invisible unless you're 

looking pretty much straight at 'em. 

Only an electrical digital output is fitted, 

and the user may switch it out of circuit 

when it's idle. (We kept it switched off for 

our tests.) The sparsely-populated front 

panel is in sharp contrast to the remote con

trol, which offers full random track access, 

plus display dimming and switching. 

Sound quality 
The panel deemed the Copland an interest

ing and successful player, which strips away 

more layers of musical fog than many other 

designs. "Integrated and musical," was one 

sum-up, from a listener who also noticed the 

Copland's ability to resolve the subtle tonal 

differences between various wind instru

ments in the Mozart test piece. 

Another listener described the Copland 

as " ... revealing. There were noises going on 

that I hadn't noticed before in the Mozart

keys shifting, scores being turned, and so 

on. In the piano I noticed a few off-key notes, 

and with the 

Joni Mitchell, some 

husky background vocals I hadn't 

come across before." He also highlighted the 

substantial bass weight, and the way that 

music "breathed" naturally via the Copland. 

I enjoyed my own hands-on exposure to 

this new Danish pastry. lt seems livelier and 

better balanced than its colleagues, but 

shares their selling point of great staying 

power. At all times the CDA 266 remains lis

tenable and detailed. And the latter singu

larly failed to impinge upon the former, even 

in extended use. All too often one must 

choose between one and the other. 

Conclusion 
The CDA-266 is a first-rate player from a 

consistent and reliable manufacturer, and as 

the lowest-priced in the range it is worth 

every penny of its still ambitious price-tag. 

One panellist commented that the CDA 

266 had many qualities of the reference 

Krell player, albeit in diminished form. 

Although it cannot aspire to the latter's 

extraordinary timing and overall 'rightness', 

it is an excellent all-rounder that is simulta

neously detailed and refined. Most impor

tantly, it has the knack of sounding at home 

in almost any half competent system. AG 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (ABOVE £1,101) 

Cymbol CDP-12 

H
aving arisen, phoenix-like, from the 

ashes of specialist British hi-fi com

pany Onix, Cymbal continues to show

case the designs of Tony Brady but 

with allegedly upgraded circuits and con

structional arrangements. 

The CDP-12 is physically a relative light

weight, at least by the overblown standards 

set by some models in the group, but this 

doesn't prevent it from claiming to incorpo

rate a reasonably substantial 60VA trans

former and multiple regulated 

power supplies for 

the D/A conver ter, 

the digital filter, the 

analogue circuits 

and the motor con

trol pi us servo. 

The player case is a con

ventional steel wrap, with a black

gloss-painted front panel incorporating a 

customised display. The facia is simple, 

good looking and bears the maker's name in 

red. A quintet of controls on the left-hand 

side offers load, stop, play, previous and 

next track keys, and a drawer open/close 

key. Finish is slightly rough by some stan

dards, but everything works well, and noth

ing about the player appears fragile. 

As with so many of today's specialist 

VALVJ: 
PRICE £1,1991TWO 1"IUl G1J.ULAJI'I'DI 

0 HDCD-equipped player from a new kid on tile block: 

a well-conceiftd design with an airy, positin cllar

ac:ter. But bass lacks the focus so ewident in the CDP-

12's midband and treble. 

181 Cymbol Electronics Ltd. 5 Keodal Court, Railway Road. 

Newhaven, Sussex BN9 OAY 
• (01273) 517358 

designs, the transport mechanism is said to 

be the Philips CDM 12.1. The D/A converter, 

meanwhile, is the PCM69 18-bit hybrid unit 

from Burr-Brown, feeding 5534 op-amps in 

the output stage, according to Cymbol. 

Headlines, however, will be reserved for 

the choice of digital filter, in this case the 

Pacific Microsonics PMD 100 HDCD chip. 

As you will read in the Arcam and Copland 

reviews elsewhere in this 

test, the presence of 

the PMD 100 confers compat

ibility with the few hundred 

recordings now available, but this piece of 

silicon has also garnered a reputation for 

impressive results with standard CD fare. 

However, on the evidence of the following 

injunction from the instruction manual, mar

rying HDCD firmware and Philips hardware 

has not been an entirely straightforward 

affair: "lt is important that a Cymbol system 

remote is used with the CDP-12 ... other 

remote controls may change the volume 

level ... not only degrading the audio perfor

mance but, more importantly, rendering the 

HDCD decoding inoperative." 

extremely well on 

test, satisfying the listeners equally on two 

presentations. The only significant com

plaints concerned the bass, which was 

described by one panellist thus: "You could 

play this one nice and loud and still have a 

gentle conversation. lt has all the dynamic 

edge of a blancmange." On subsequent 

presentations, criticisms in this area were 

more muted. 

Other panel members also noticed a 

slight softness in the bottom registers, but 

found nothing to condemn about midband 

or treble registers. During 

the Martin Taylor track 

our listeners wrote: 

"very quick, light and 

agile;" "nice and 

solid;" "plenty of pres

ence, and just a sug-

gestion of sibilance at 

the top end". 

I was equally enthusias

tic about this player: 

although it couldn't match 

the Krell for pace and timing, 

still it proved itself more than 

capable of jumping through 

hoops in the midband. Its treble was equally 

agile and airy, with just the occasional sting 

in the tail to greet unsubtle recordings. 

Conclusion 

Clearly this is a well-conceived and thor

oughly developed player. it's an able show

case for the benefits of Pacific Microsonics' 

digital filter, and gave a good account of 

HDCD-encoded discs in after-hours listen

ing. I can't help but feel that its price is a lit

tle steep, but I believe its consummate per

formance is good enough to warrant a formal 

Recommendation. AG � 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (ABOVE £1,101) 

Myryad MCD 500 0 nly a price-tag reveals the difference 

between Myryad's second CD player 

and its first. The MCD 500 looks so 

much like the MC 100 that for a while 

I thought it was a replacement model. In 

fact, it is very much a senior design priced at 

a £600 premium. Regular readers will have 

seen it featured in David Vivian's column last 

month, on p138. 

Myryad components always look special, 

and while I don't think the CD player is aes

thetically equal to the integrated amplifier, it 

is a neat, tidy design, and has a touch of 

flair. I would draw strong parallels between 

Myryad and Audiolab in terms of looks. 

The innards have received considerable 

attention from the designer's pen. Where the 

MC 100 uses a one-bit, eight-times over

sampling DAC, the MCD 500 is said to 

employ Crystal Semiconductor's CS4329 

'20-bit' DAC. There are two mains trans

formers, masses of reservoir capacity and, 

allegedly, no less than 13 individually regu

lated power supplies. Comparable levels of 

effort, Myryad says, have gone into the 

design of the master clock to minimise jitter; 

while the analogue circuits are claimed to be 

VALUE 
PRICE £1,300 13 YBAil 01JJUl&III'I'D) 

0 Thougb ambitiously priced and specified, the MCD 
500 proved sligbtly underwhelming on audition, 
tllanks to inconsistent stereo behaviour, and some 
loss of midband and lack of treble subtlety, tllougb 
the 'architecturi.l' elements of music reproduction 
were handled well. 

181 Myryad Systems Ltd. 2 Pipers Wood, Waterheny Drive, 
Waterlooville, Hants PD7 7SU 

fit (01705) 265508 

DC coupled and manually trimmed to elimi

nate DC offset on the production line. 

This player is nothing if not straightfor

ward; there are few superfluous features. 

Most minor functions have been relegated to 

the remote control. Display dimming is 

included, and system control sockets are pro

vided on the back-panel alongside the coax

ial (electrical) digital output socket. (System 

control sockets allow users to operate the CD 

player in conjunction with one of Myryad's 

amplifiers via a single 'system' handset, for 

example.) There is no headphone socket. 

Sound quality 
Results from the unsighted listening tests 

were rather variable. Although most of the 

panel was reasonably impressed, it was not 

overwhelmed in the context of the better 

£1 ,000-plus players. 

On the whole, the MCD 500 reproduced 

music in an interesting manner. This player 

has considerable weight and substance, and 

gives the impression of capably delivering 

the leading edges of sounds- so important 

for the ear to generate a convincing musical 

illusion in the brain. Musical elements were 

well ordered in a palpable soundstage. 

In this respect the MCD 500 made a 

good start, only let down by substandard 

stereo imagery - as one tester put it with 

l • 

the Mozart recording: "reasonably big, but 

flat and mono-ish .. . the musicians
) 

are 

painted on the wallpaper." This particular 

performance is a consummate recording 

that was portrayed in incredibly three

dimensional fashion through some of the 

players tested this month; but with the 

Myryad it just appeared as a flat plane in 

front of the speakers. Other criticisms con

cerned a "buzzy" treble (Brendel) and a 

"comb-and-paper" effect with the Martin 

Taylor track. 

Finally, an observation from my own lis

tening notes: the Myryad's character is that 

of a distinguised elder statesman rather than 

a young-buck hotshot. (David Vivian came 

to much the same conclusions in his 

appraisal of the MCD 500. But he ended up 

rather valuing its laid-back nature over 

extended listening- Ed.) Choose partnering 

components with care to avoid over-empha

sising the MCD 500's relaxed approach. 

Conclusion 
Though well turned out, this player is up 

against stiff competition from some distin

guished models at this elevated price level. lt 

remains very nearly an excellent CD player, 

but needs some tweaking before realising the 

promise lurking below the surface. AG 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS (ABOVE £1,101) 

XTC CDP-1 

X
TC is an upmarket brand associated 
with the Orelle stable, and the CDP-1 is 
the second most expensive player in 
this group, priced at £1,250. it's classy 

looking and somewhat taller than most, with 
a large footprint, and weighs 8kg. The plain 
slab front panel has a well-applied black 
gloss finish adorned with 
a sign, which proclaims 
in a proud, flowing 
script, that this is none 
other than a 'Single 
Ended Class A Player'. 

There is a multi-bit 
DAC, they say, and 
P hilips' CDM 12.1/CD6 
mechanism/control set. The 
loading drawer is centrally mounted, and 
in the test sample it was rather noisy. I sus
pect this is the exception not the rule. The 
analogue output stages are said to comprise 
'discrete' components, and to include multi
ple regulated supplies driven by a 100VA 
transformer. The Class A part is, allegedly, a 
capacitor-free single-ended circuit con
trolled by servo rather than feedback. 

The centre-offset display includes a 
track-calendar readout, while a reasonably 
full set of controls includes support for track 
programming and random play, peak 

VALUE 
PRICE £1,250 101111 TIIAil OUAJI.AII'I'D) 

0 Expensive and not entirely successfully design, which 
could use a little warmth and grace to offset its 
currently ratller abrasive manners. 

181 Orelle Hi-Fi, Unit 121MEX House, 6 Wadsworth Road, 

Perivale, Middlesex UB6 7 JJ 
fit (0181) 810 9388 

search, a fader and a display-off key. I think 
it would have looked neater if the control 
labels had been spelt out with mnemonics 
rather than full-length labels. 

The electrical digital output uses a BNC 
connector, which is shorted out when not in 

use. The instruction 
manual appears to have started 
life as a P hilips publication: it is over
printed in places, for example with a sug
gestion not to decrease below default maxi
mum, the output signal level controlled in 
the digital domain. But this is generally con
sidered good practice for maximum fidelity. 

Souncl quality 
An interesting combination of sonic charac
teristics make this an 'open window' design: 
very informative, very immediate and even a 
little bright. Detail, however, was not always 
presented in an easily digestible form, and 
the result was a player which started out giv
ing a good impression, but whose charms 
faded for some panellists towards the end of 
the test presentation. 

"What started off with plenty of weight 
and strong dynamics became rather edgy, 

and the bass line is ploddy," wrote one tester 
of the Jon i M itch ell track. Another felt that 
the same tune was rather "matter of fact," 
and the Mozart wind piece was described as 
sounding like a performance in which 

·
the 

musicians just wanted to get home for tea. 
A third tester described the player 

as exuding "lots of detail," but 
he didn't like the way it was pre

sented, and felt that 
it "would give a lis
tener headaches in 
the end". 

I would venture 
that the sound 
improved as time 
w e n t  b y, e v e n  
though the player 
had been under 
power for at least 
three days prior to 
the panel listening 
t e s t s .  B u t  t h e  

CDP-1 failed to 
sound completely comfortable when com
bined with numerous speaker/amp permuta
tions: musical rhythmic timing was suspect, 
transparency was lacking and the whole pre
sentation was rather flat and dimensionless 
when the rest of the replay chain was open 
and transparent enough to reveal this. 

Conclusion 
Though offering a clear insight into music, 
this player does not parallel clarity with sub
tlety. The CDP-1 failed to give absolute sat
isfaction in portraying the euphonic ele
ments of musical performance, and while a 
portrayal compromised in this manner was 
once par for the course, nowadays it is no 
longer necessary. AG ..,. 



ON TEST: CD PLAYERS 

Conclusions 
T 

his group test threw up several 

interesting observations. The High 

Definition Compatible Digital 

(HDCD) decoder and digital filter, 

for example, has a catalogue of several 

hundred music titles encoded using the 

HDCD process, but is generally geared 

quite heavily towards the US music market, 

and only a few CD manufacturers and 

designers have incorporated the circuits 

necessary to decode HDCD discs. 

There is a rumour that not every HDCD 

implementation is strictly kosher; in some 

machines, allegedly, a number of specific 

HDCD processes have not been hooked up. 

GROUP A (UP TO £750) 

An:am Alpha 8SE £600 

Pioneer PD·S06 £550 

Sony CDP·XA20ES £450 

TeacVRDS·9 £700 

Four very different models illustrate the diver
sity of approaches open to digital designers 
even in this relatively mainstream-price area. 

·
The Teac VRDS-9 is a midi-sized unit with 

Swiss-watch standards of build and finish, 
tank-like solidity and a silicon heart of purest 
Philips. Sound quality was fair, but not of the 
standard now readily achievable at thi� price 
level. Although it was superficially clean and 

GROUP B (£751..£1,100) 

AVI S2000MC2 £899 

Helios Model 2 £950 

Marantz CD-17 Kl Signature £1,100 

Meridian 506 £1,100 

AVI's new 'budget' CD player, the S2000MC2, 

is a real chip off the old block, and looks indis
tinguishable from the original S2000MC 
Reference. lt has the same ponderous old user 
interface, but a new, more attractive price -
and regrettably new, less attractive sonics too. 
However, it sticks to family tradition by sound
ing dry, with plenty of presence, but a rather 
hard, caricatured quality on some material. 

GROUP C (OVER £1,101) 

Copland CDA-266 £1,199 

Cymbol CDP-12 £1,299 

Myryad MCD 500 £1,300 

XTCCDP-1 £1,250 

XTC is the upmarket brand associated with 
Orelle, and its CDP-1 player certainly looks the 

part. Regrettably our panel was not impressed 
by what appeared to be a vital, but ultimately 
rather fatiguing sound. However, it is by no 
means a bad player, and since it 
improved towards the end of its 
sojourn chez Gold, a long, long run-in 
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Nonetheless, one of this month's two Best 

Buys carries the HDCD logo, and the time 

has come for a proper assessment of what 

HDCD systems can or can't do. 

HDCD does run the risk of being too lit

tle and too late to make a really significant 

impression on the maturing CD market. 

That same market is already turning its 

thoughts to a future subsumed within the 

greater DVD Audio standard, whatever that 

might be. (See our feature on p32 of last 

month's issue; and Update this month.) 

We were also intrigued to note that not 

one of this month's CD candidates offered 

the CD Text facility, in which track names, 

sharp, the VRDS-9 lacked subtler virtues. 
The Sony CDP-XA20ES is a 

bizarre mixture of audiophile 
sensibility and main
s t r e a m  a p p e a l .  l t  
attracted similar com
ments to the Teac VRDS-

lyrics and other information may be read 

from a music disc; and there was evidence 

for a renaissance in multi-bit digital-to-ana

logue converters (DACs), the mainstay of 

products in the early years of compact disc. 

Philips' one-bit Bitstream system and 

numerous facsimiles have become much 

more prevalent since their introduction in 

the late '80s, but multi-bit has remained 

popular with high-end brands and manu

facturers such as Denon. lt must be a sign 

of the times that Pioneer has thrown over

board its own processing silicon in favour of 

Burr-Brown multi-bit parts, in the new flag

ship model the PD-S06 (p67). 

gies. it's a surprisingly gentle, refined per
former, but a winning one in its way. 

The Arcam Alpha BSE ... well, it 
looks just like an Arcam, 
though under the hood the 
times they are a-changin'. This 
is the first Arcam to embrace 

9 for its essential sonic 
performance, but there was 

HDCD, and is one of the least 
expensive ways to explore this 

'enhanced CD' system. This is an 
excellent machine that sets a new 

standard for Arcam. And full marks for cus
high-tech model featured this month, and it tomer service: existing Alpha owners can pro
incorporates all of Pioneer's in-house technolo- tect their investment with an upgrade kit. 

The other three models in this intermediate the 506 a more vivid and open-sounding 
price group are more successful. The Marantz mid/treble performance. it's an excellent gen
CD-17 Kl Signa ture is smooth, warm and eral-purpose player, and will prove naturally 
attractive. Even if a little lacking in dynamism, attractive to Meridian active-system owners. 
its tonal balance has proved popular The final model in this group, the 
w i t  h b u y  e r s , a n d French-made Helios Model 2, 

deservedly so. They will is the real joker in the pack, 
not be disappointed by with a vital but highly individu-
this new offering. alistic style of music making. lt 

The Meridian 506 is an can sound bright and edgy at 
established model, reju- times, so demands a careful audi-
venated by a new Crystal DAC chip (also used tion prior to purchase. You may 
in a more highly-optimised circuit, in the senior hate it, but equally you may end up deciding 
508 product). This heart transplant has given that nothing else will do. 

time is obviously mandatory. However, £1,250 
is a hefty price to pay when competition at this 
level is so stiff. 

Similar sentiments apply to the Myryad MCD 

500, a model based on the MC 100 (HFC 163) 
but with the more upmarket Crystal 
Semiconductor DAC. Regrettably we did not 
discern sufficient evidence from its listening-

test performance to 
warrant the higher 

price, but don't write it off completely for 
sounding a little grey. 

Cymbol is a new brand from the company 
that succeeded Onix, and the CDP-12 is a sim
ple, but well-built machine incorporating an 
HDCD filter and decoder to good effect. it's a 
fine, easy-going player, which the panel 
deemed well-balanced and enjoyable. 

The Copl and CDA-266, another HDCD
equipped design, also went down well. In some 
ways it is the best balanced of the three 
Copland CD players - it is certainly the 
cheapest by a considerable margin. 

HI-FI CHOICE 



A
fter careful consideration, we elevated 

two models to Best Buy status. One is 

the Meridian 506, an update of an old 

favourite. The 500-series CD players have 

existed for several years, but they look as 

contemporary now as they did when first 

unleashed in July 1993. 

In the past there have been criticisms of 

a rather obscure control system as accessed 

via the front panel, but it's a different story 

with the new MSR system remote which is 

now included in the package. The new 

Crystal DAC transplant leaves the '506 

sounding as fresh as a daisy. 

The Arcam Alpha 8SE also earns 

the ultimate accolade, for offering 

excellent performance at a most 

affordable price. it embodies sub

stantial changes from the existing 

Alpha designs, and these have paid 

musical dividends. Moerover, existing Alpha 

CD owners can upgrade their gear to the 

latest spec. 

T
his month's Recommended 

list runs to five models, and an eclec

tic bunch they are, too. 

The Helios Model 2, from a brand still 

new to these shores, is perhaps the most 

problematic, because of its stylised char

acter that many will love or hate. Still, it 

delivers a compelling musical experience. 

The Cymbol CDP-12 bears an equally 

obscure brand, but has slightly more 

mainstream charms and surprised us 

pleasantly with its well-rounded 

performance on test. 

ance , technology and design philosophy, 

the Pioneer PD-506 and Marantz CD-17 

Kl Signature have more in common than 

one might think. Both are smooth, 

sophisticated charmers, not given to 

flashy breaks or unseemly sur

prises. Each in its own way is 

equally adept at side-stepping 

some of the less palatable quali

ties associated with digital audio. 

This leaves the Copland CDA-266, 

Cop/and's third player do date. Of our five 

Recommendations this was the best all
rounder, and the one which imposes least 

character on the music. 

Despite apparent difference in al-'1-''�'i!L:...._ ___ :::o 

W
ithin the price band of this month's 

test group, rich pickings exist 

when one considers the market as a 

whole. Prime samples hail from both well 

known and relatively obscure brands 

alike. In the latter category (for the UK at 

least), the Meracus Tanto 

(£1 ,395) offers real competi

tion for the best of the tested 

models. So does the AVI 

S2000MC Reference, in a 

an altogether more impressive design 

than the sibling reviewed this month.) 

On the virtuous side of £1,000, the 

Roksan Caspian (£895) has been making 

waves since its introduction last year. And 

no survey of this scope would be cam-

plete without the Nairn Audio CD3 

(£1 ,000), whose influence has been 

crucial to the maturation of today's 

compact disc market. 

Fine alternatives exist for the less 

costly models tested, including (in no par-

ticular order) the Sony CDP

X3000ES, a true bargain at 

£500; the svelte Musical 

Fidelity A2 at the same 

price; and the Pioneer PD-

5505 Precision at £460. 



Sevenoaks 
TOP TEN 
CD Albums 

only �9 • 99 each 

The Verve - Urban Hymns 

All Saints - All Saints 

Robbie Williams - Life Thru A Lens 

Lighthouse Family - Postcards From Heaven 

Celine Dion - Let's Talk About Love 

Radiohead - OK Computer 

Texas -White On Blonde 

lightning Seeds - Like You Do .Best Of 

Natalie lmbruglia - Left Of The Middle 

Enya - Paint The Sky With Stars 

Sorry · no other titles available. 
Max 3 discs per customer. Offer subject to 
availability. Personal callers only, E&OE. 

3 I SEVENOAKS HI Fl BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 

. SEVENOAKS 
01732 459555 
I 09-113 London Road 

·:�������070 
491 Union Street 

. BEDFORD 
01234 272779 
29-31 St Peters Street 

• BIRMINGHAM 
0121 233 2977 
12 Queensway Arches, 
Livery Street 

. BRIGHTON 
01273 733338 
55 Preston Street 

�BRISTOL 
� 0117 974 3727 

92B White ladies Road, 
Clifton 

. BROMLEY 
0181 290 1988 
39a East Street 

• BURY ST EDMUNDS 
01284 753776 
47 Churchgate Street 

� CA RDIFF 
� 01222 472899 

I 04-106 Albany Road 

. CARLISLE 
01228 590775 
3 Earls Lane 
(Next to Bus Depot) 

. CHELSEA 
0171 352 9466 
403 Kings Road, SW I 0 

• CHELTENHAM 
01242 241171 
24 Pittville Street 

. CROYDON 
0181 665 1203 
373 London Road 

. ENFIELD 
0181 342 1973 
7 Genotin Road 

. ESSEX 
01376 501733 
I The Grove Centre, 
With am 

. GUILDFORD 
01483 536666 
73b North Street 

STOP PRESS 
Sevenoaks TOp �en CD Albums 

only f9.99 each 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

Mail Order 0 1732 458985 

• 
• 

. HULL 
Opening Spring 

• KINGSTON 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 
0181 547 0717 
43 Fife Road 

. LEEDS 
0113 245 2775 
I 12 Vicar Lane 

• MAIDSTONE 
01622 686366 
96 Week Street 

�NEWCASTLE 
� 0191 221 2320 

19 Newgate Street 

• NORWICH 
01603 767605 
29/29A St Giles Street 

. OXFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01865 241773 
41 St Clements 

• PETERBOROUGH 
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY) 
01733 897697 
36 Park Road 

�PRESTON 
� 01772 825777 

40-41 Lune Street 

• READING 
0118 959 7768 
3 & 4 Kingswalk 

�SHEFFIELD 
� 0114 255 5861 

Old Sheffield Savings 
Bank, 635 Queens Rd, 
Heeley 

�SOUTHAMPTON 
� 01703 337770 

33 London Road 

• TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
01892 531543 
28-30 St Johns Road 

• WATFORD 
(OPEN SUNDAY) 
01923 213533 
478 St Albans Road 

• WORCESTER 
01905 612929 
2 Reindeer Court 



PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIF Y PRICE AND AVAILABILIT Y BEFORE TRAVELLING. 

CD PLAYERS 

Arcam Alpha 7 

Arcam Alpha 8 

Arcam Alpha 8SE 

Audiolab 8000 CD 

Cyrus DAD3 

Cyrus DAD3Q 

Denon DCD425 

Denon DCD635 

Denon DCD825 

Exposure CD 

Kenwood DP3080 MKII 

Marantz CD46 

Marann CD48 

Marantz CD67SE 

Marann CD6311KI Signature 

Marantz CD 17KI Signature 

Meridian 506 20 Bit 

Meridian 508 24 Bit 

Pioneer PDSSOS Precision 

Roksan Caspian 

Rotel RCD930AX 

Rotel RCD950 

Sony CDPXE3 I 0 

Sony CDPXE51 0 

Sony CDPXE900E 

Technics SLPGS80A 

CD MULTIPLAYERS 

Arcam MCD 

Kenwood DPR3090 

Kenwood DPR4090 

Kenwood DPR7090 

CD TRANSPORTS 

Audiolab BOOOCDM 

Meridian 500 

DACS 

Audiolab 8000DAX 24 Bit 

Meridian 566 24 Bit 

Musical Fidelity X-ACT 

MINI DISC/CD RECORDERS 

£ 329.95 

£ 449.9S 

£ 599.95 

£ 999.9S 

£ 599.95 

£ 899.95 

£ 149.95 

£ 179.9S 

£ 239.95 

£1049.95 

£ 109.00 

£ 109.00 

£ 199.95 

£ 299.95 

£ 399.95 

£1099.95 

£1099.95 

£1994.95 

£ 4S9.9S 

£ 894.9S 

£ 179.9S 

£ 249.9S 

£ 99.00 

£ 114.00 

£ 209.00 

£ 109.00 

£ 449.9S 

£ 89.00 

£ I 09.00 

£ 209.00 

£ 1399.9S 
£1244.9S 

£ 999.9S 

£1294.9S 

£ 129.9S 

Philips CDR870 CD Recorder£ 499.9S 

Sony MDSJESI 0 £ 199.00 

CASSETTE DECKS 

Denon DRMSSO 

Denon DRWS80 Twin 

Denon DRM6SOS 

Pioneer CTW806DR 

Sony T CKE400S 

Sony T CKA6ES 

Yamaha KX390 
Yamaha KXSBOSE 
TURNTABLES 

Michell Gyrodec/RB300 

NADS33 

Project O.S 

Project I 

TUNERS 

Arcam Alpha 7 

Arcam Alpha 8 

Audiolab BOOOT 

Cyrus FM7 

Denon TU260L 

Denon TU21SRDS 

Kenwood KT 2080RDS 

Kenwood KT 3080RDS 

Marann ST S7 

£ IS9.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 249.00 

£ 129.00 

£ 419.00 

£ 129.00 
£ 199.00 

£1019.9S 

£ 199.00 

£ IS9.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 229.9S 

£ 279.9S 

£ 799.9S 

£ 399.9S 

£ 119.9S 

£ 149.9S 

£ 89.00 

£ 109.00 

£ 149.9S 

Meridian S04 

Roksan Caspian 

Rotel RT 93SAX 

Sony STSESOO 

Sony ST SE700 

Yamaha T X480L 

AMPLIFIERS 

Arcam Alpha 7 

Arcam Alpha 8 

Arcam Alpha 9 

Arcam Alpha I 0 

Audiolab BOOOLX 

Audiolab BOOOA 

Audiolab BOOOS 

Cyrus SL 

£ 694.9S 

£ S94.9S 

£ IS9.95 

£ 109.00 

£ 139.00 

£ 99.9S 

£ 2S9.9S 

£ 3S9.9S 

£ 499.9S 

£ 799.9S 

£ 469.9S 

£ 499.9S 

£ 699.9S 

£ 399.9S 

Cyrus MR3 

Cyrus Ill i 

Denon PMA2SOSE 

Denon PMA3SOSE 

Exposure 

Multiroom £ S99.9S 

£ S99.9S 

£ IS9.9S 

£ 199.9S 

Marantz PMS7 

Marantz PM66SE 

Marantz PM66KI Signature 

Meridian 551 

Pioneer A300R Precision 

Roksan Caspian 

Rotel RA920AX 

Rotel RA931 

Sony TAF248E 

Talk Electronics Storm 2L 

PREAMPLIFIERS 

Arcam Alpha 9C 

Audiolab BOOOC 

Audiolab BOOOPPA 

Audiolab 80000 

Cyrus Pre 

Meridian SO 1.2 

Meridian S02 

Musical Fidelity X-Pre 

Rotel RC971 

Talk Electronics Whirlwind PSU 

Talk Electronics Hurricane 4LP 

Talk Electronics Hurricane 3L 

Talk Electronics Hurricane 4L 

POWER AMPLIFIERS 

Arcam Alpha BP 

Arcam Alpha 9P 

Arcam Alpha I OP 

Audiolab BOOOSX 

Audiolab BOOOPX 
Audiolab BOOOMX Mono (each) 

P.O.A. 

£ 199.9S 

£ 229.9S 

£ 399.9S 

£ 794.9S 

£ 399.9S 

£ 694.9S 

£ 99.9S 

£ 149.9S 

£ IS9.00 

£ 649.9S 

£ 399.9S 

£ S79.9S 

£ 999.9S 

£1249.9S 

£ 649.9S 

£ 694.9S 

£1294.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 149.9S 

£ 649.9S 

£ 899.9S 

£ 899.9S 

£1099.9S 

£ 249.9S 

£ 399.9S 

£ S99.9S 

£ S49.9S 

£ 849.95 
£ 899.9S 
£ 299.9S Cyrus XPA 

Cyrus PSXR 

Cyrus Power 

Meridian SS6 

Meridian SS? 

Power Supply £ 329.9S 

£ 499.9S 

£ 894.9S 

£1399.9S 

Musical Fidelity X-ASO Mono (pair) 

Roksan Caspian 

Rotel RB971 

Rotel RB981 

Talk Electronics Tornado 2 

Talk Electronics Tornado 4 M (pair) 

LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair) 

Acoustic Energy AE I OOi 

Acoustic Energy AE I 09 

Acoustic Energy AE 120 

£ 499.9S 

£ S94.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 299.9S 

£ S99.9S 

£1099.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 349.9S 

£ 499.9S 

INTEREST FREE 
Spread the cost of buying selected quality hi fi separates 
and loudspeakers with our 0% finance terms. Up to 24 
months interest free. 

Written details on request. 0% APR. Subject to status. 

B&W DM302 

B&W DM601 

B&W DM602 

B&W DM603 

B&W CDMISE 

B&W CDM7 

B&W P4 

Castle lsis 

Castle Kendal 

Castle Severn 2 

Castle Avon 

Castle Harlech 

Epos ESI2 

Epos ES22 

Epos ES30 

Heybrook Optima 

Kef QIS 

Kef Q3S 

Kef QSS 

Kef Reference 

Mission 731 Pro 

Mission 733i 

Mission ?SOLE 

£ 149.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 299.9S 

£ 499.9S 

£ S99.9S 

£ 999.9S 

£ 674.9S 

(Deluxe Extra)£ 249.9S 

(Deluxe Extra)£ 449.9S 

(Deluxe Extra)£ 579.9S 

(Deluxe Extra)£ 729.9S 

(Deluxe Extra)£ 879.9S 

£ 499.9S 

£1184.9S 

£2384.9S 

£ 2S9.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 349.9S 

£ 499.9S 

P.O.A. 

£ 99.00 

£ 199.00 

£ 249.9S 

Mission 7S2f (Deluxe Extra)£ S79.9S 

Mission 7S3f (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.9S 

Mission 7S4f (Deluxe Extra)£ 1299.9S 

Monitor Audio Monitor 2 (Bik) £ 299.9S 

Monitor Audio Monitor 3 (Bik) £ 399.9S 

Monitor Audio Monitor 4 (Bik) £ 499.9S 

Monitor Audio 700PMC (Bik) £ S99.9S 

Monitor Audio 703PMC (Bik) £ 799.9S 

Monitor Audio 70SPMC (Bik) £ 1399.9S 

Monitor Audio Studio 2SE (Bik) £ S99.9S 

Monitor Audio Studio 12 (Bik) £ 999.95 

Monitor Audio Studio 20SE (Bik) £2199.9S 
Monitor Audio Studio SO (Bik) £3999.9S 

Monitor Audio Studio 60 (Bik) £S999.9S 

Mordaunt Short MSO.S £ 99.9S 

Mordaunt Short MSIOi Pearl £ 149.9S 

Mordaunt Short MS20i Pearl £ 199.9S 

Mordaunt Short MS2Si Pearl £ 329.9S 

Ruark Epilogue (Deluxe Extra)£ 239.9S 

Ruark Icon (Deluxe Extra)£ 399.9S 

Ruark Templar 11 (Deluxe Extra)£ SS9.9S 

Ruark Sceptre (Deluxe Extra)£ S99.9S 

Ruark Talisman 11 (Deluxe Extra)£ 749.9S 

Ruark Prologue One (Deluxe Extra)£ 799.9S 
Tannoy Mercury MI £ 119.9S 

Tannoy Mercury M2 £ 139.95 

Tannoy Mercury M3 £ 229.9S 

S YSTEMS 
Denon DC I inc spks £ 379.9S 
Denon DM03 inc spks £ 499.9S 

Denon DC30 inc spks £ 499.9S 

Denon DM7 ex spks £ S79.9S 

Denon DF07 ex spks £ 649.9S 
Denon D99W ex spks £ 899.9S 
Denon DFIO ex spks £ 999.9S 

Teac Ref 300 ex spks £ S99.9S 

Teac Ref SOO ex spks £ 799.9S 

Yamaha CLAVIO (tlaim free spks) £ 899.9S 

Yamaha CLI 0 (tlaim free spks) £ 949.9S 

Yamaha AVI inc spkrs £ 649.9S 

LASER DISC PLAYERS 

Pioneer CLDDS IS-I 

Pioneer CLDD92S 

£ 379.00 

£ 489.00 

SURROUND AMPLIFIERS 

Arcam AVSO £ 699.9S 

Sony TAVA8ES £ 449.00 

Yamaha DSPA492 £ 199.00 

Yamaha DSPAS92 £ 299.00 

Yamaha DSPA I 092 £ 749.00 

Yamaha DSPA3090 £1299.00 

SURROUND RECEIVERS 

Denon AVRI400 £ 499.9S 

Denon AVR3200 £ 999.95 

Kenwood KRVS090 £ 139.00 

Kenwood KRV6090 £ 169.00 

Kenwood KRV8090 £ 229.00 

Kenwood KRV9090 £ 269.00 

Yamaha RXV392 £ 199.00 

Yamaha RXVS92 £ 369.00 

SURROUND PROCESSORS 

Arcam Xeta Two £ 649.9S 

Cyrus AV Master £ 699.9S 

Meridian 

Sony SDPEP9ES 

Yamaha APDI 

Yamaha DSPE492 

P.O.A 

£ 399.00 

Demodulator £ 99.95 

£ 249.9S 

Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder 

CENTRE SPEAKERS 

Acoustic Energy AE I 07C 

B&W CIOO 

B&W CC6 

Kef BOC 

Kef Q9SC 

Kef Model I 00 

Mission 73C 

Mission 7SC (Bik) 

Mordaunt Short T I 000 

£ 349.9S 

£ 149.9S 

£ 129.9S 

£ 229.9S 

£ 129.9S 

£ 199.9S 

£ 3S9.9S 

£ 99.00 

£ 229.00 

£ 239.9S 

Ruark Dialogue One £ 299.9S 

Tannoy MC £ 99.9S 

Yamaha NSC60 £ S9.9S 

Yamaha NSC I OS £ 79.9S 

SURROUND SPEAKERS (Pair) 

B&W SI 00 £ 129.9S 

Boston P.O.A 

Kef 60S £ 199. 9S 

Kef 70S 

Mission 73S 

Yamaha NSE60 

Yamaha NSE I OS 

SUB WOOFERS 

Acoustic Energy AE I OBS 

Kef 20B 

Kef 30B 

Mission ?SAS 

Rei QSO 

Rei QIOOE 

Rei Strata 11 

Rei Storm 

Yamaha Y ST SW40 

Yam a ha Y ST SWBO 

Yamaha Y ST SW300 

SPEAKER PACKAGES 

Boston Micro 90t 

£ 299.9S 

£ 99.9S 

79.9S 

99.00 

£ 299.9S 

£ 349.95 

£ 499.9S 

£ S49.9S 

£ 374.9S 

£ 494.9S 

£ S74.9S 

£ 694.9S 

£ 139.9S 

£ 179.9S 

£ 349.9S 

£ 999.9S 

Mission AV2i £ 299.00 

Advertisement valid until at least end of 

February 1998 E&OE. 

PRICE POLICY 
We promise some of the most competitive 
prices in the UK along with first class pre and 
after sales service. 

Altogether an unbeatable combination! 
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REGULARS 

Update 
Election? Schmelection! We've been to Bristol 
and we got the nem. All the latest from the 
show as well as locations further afield. 

Instant Systems 
Alan S ircom gets to grips with a pair of £300 
separates systems. The question is, can you 
get real hi-fi for the price of a telly? 

REVIEWS 

Acurus J..CD11 

Aeon Acoustics Linear 



Baffled by hi-fi jargon? Confused by technical terms? Fear not: Paul Messenger 

has the answers to your lexicographical questing, in the Hi-Fi Choice glossary. 

ACTIVE: Loudspeaker systems that con
tain, or partner, dedicated electronics
power amplification plus electronic cross
overs and equalisers. 
AFC: Automatic Frequency Control. A 
feature found in audio and TV/video tuners 
to ease station tuning and stability. 
ALC: Automatic Level Control. Used in audio 
recorder circuitry to avoid unwanted over
load, usually by sacrificing much of the 
available dynamic range. 
AM: Amplitude Modulation. This is a broad
casting technique used for medium- and 
long-wave radio transmissions, and for tele
vision pictures. 
AMP: 1) Ampere. A unit that measures 
the amount of electrical current flowing. 
2) Diminutive of amplifier. 
AMPLITUDE: Size or magnitude, hence 

loudness or level. 
ANALOGUE: Signal-modelling technique 
using a directly analogous and continuously 
varying medium. 
ATRAC: Psychoacoustics-based perceptual 
coding data reduction system used in 
Mini Disc. 
AV or A/V: Audio Visual. Software 
programming in which audio and visual 
content are of similar importance. 
AUTO REVERSE: Audio cassette tape trans
port, which changes direction at end of side. 
AZIMIJTR: Alignment of (audio cassette) 
tape-head gap with respect to tape path; 
inter-deck variations compromise high
frequency performance. 

BALANCE: 1) The relative loudness of the 
left and right channels of a stereo system 
2) The relative loudness of different parts of 
the audio spectrum (for example, bass and 
treble) with respect to each other. 
BANDWIDTH: The range of frequencies 
with defined upper and lower limits over 
which a system operates. 
BASS: The lower part of the audible fre
quency range. 
BIAS: I) Lateral force applied to tonearms 
to assist tracking 
2) Electromagnetic preconditioning of audio 
tape recording; some cassette decks pro
vide adjustable bias to 'fine tune' tape and 
machine eo-performance. 

CASSETI'E: Convenient system of housing, 
protecting and using magnetic tape in a 
plastic case. 
CD: see Compact Disc 
CB-R: Rapidly growing recordable-GO sys
tem; discs record once only; particularly 
useful for personalised compilations 

HI-Fl CHOTCE 

CD-ROM: High-capacity optical discs based 
on COs but configured as flexible computer 
read-only software; many applications 
including some AV potential. 
CD-RW: Imminent Phi lips re-writable CD 
recording format that's incompatible with 
some existing CD players. 
CUPPING: The consequences of over
driving an electrical circuit, resulting in 
waveform distortion and loss of control; 
especially common in power amplifiers. 
COAXIAL: Made symmetrical about a com
mon core- for example, shielded aerial 
cable or loudspeaker drive units. 
COLORATION: A general term used to 
describe the audible effects of a whole 
range of different distortions in various 
hi-li components, but especially record 
decks and loudspeakers. 
COMPACf CASSETTE: World standard for 
consumer tape recording/playback. Originated 
in the '60s and still going strong(ish). 
COMPACf DISC (CD): World standard for 
laser-read digital-stereo music discs. 
COMPATIBILITY: From the basic ability of 
different items of equipment to work 
together, to the subtleties of their interaction 
and optimisation of same. 
CONVERTER: DAC, digital-to-analogue 

converter (see under D, below). 
CROSSOVER: More precisely described as 
a dividing network, the electrical circuitry 
inside a loudspeaker that apportions the 
drive signal to the individual drive units. 

DAC: Digital-to-analogue converter. This is 
used to change digital-audio code to ana
logue, prior to amplification. 
DAT: Digital Audio Tape. A digital cassette 
tape format that uses CD-type signals and 
is incompatible with compact cassettes. 
Used by the music business, but rare in the 
consumer marketplace. 
DCC: Digital Compact Cassette. A medium 
launched in the early Nineties to little effect. 
DECIBEL (dB): A logarithmic unit used to 
express relative loudness. 
DIGITAL: Digital audio uses a variety of 
approaches to represent the essentially 
analogue music signal in digital code, for 
storage and/or transmission -for example, 
CD, OAT, NICAM stereo, MD, Dol by Digital. 
DIN: German standards body, responsible 
for a popular range of standard plug/socket 
specifications used widely in Europe 
DISTORTION: Literally any deviation from 
the original, though often specified to partic-

ular mechanisms. Hence, non-linearities. 
DITHER: Low-level noise added when digi
tally encoding a signal to randomise quanti
sation errors. 
DOLBY B: Original domestic noise-reduction 
system for audio cassettes, now ubiquitous. 
DOLBY C: More extreme but less popular 
extension of Dol by B. 
DOLBY DIGITAL (aka AC-3): Multi
channel surround sound system for movie 
soundtracks. To date, software is only on 
imported Laserdiscs. 
DOLBY S: Complex 'smart' noise-reduction 
system, which might help the compact cas
sette survive beyond the millennium. 
DOLBY RX: Record-only system that in
creases high-frequency headroom, especially 
with cheaper Type-! tapes. 
DOLBY PRG-LOGIC: Technique that 
extracts additional centre-front (dialogue) 
and surround channels from stereo movie 
soundtracks, for home cinema reproduction. 
Used almost universally on movies. 
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER: The sources of 
acoustic output in a loudspeaker; includes 
woofers, tweeters and so on. (qv) 
DUB: Copy- for example, on tape. 
DVD: Digital Versatile Disc. A high-density 
optical disc format intended to squeeze 
complete movies onto compact-size discs, 
and introduce 96kHz sampling and 24-bit 
wordlength with multi-channel to audio 
discs. Still to make its mark on the 
European market. 
DYNAMIC RANGE: The ratio (dBs) 
between the loudest and softest sounds a 
system or component can handle. 

ELECTROSTATIC: A principle employed in 
some exotic loudspeaker and headphone 
transducers. 

nLTER: An electrical circuit used to limit 
the bandwidth of a signal. 
FM: Frequency Modulation. A widely used 
method of encoding signals for transmission 
or recording. 
FREQUENCY RANGE/SPECTRUM: This 
can refer to any spread of frequencies, but 
most commonly the audio band of human 
hearing, from 20 cycles per second (20Hz) 
in the extreme bass to 20,000 cycles per 
second (20kHz) in the highest treble. 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: The variation in 
output across a specified range of different 
frequencies. 

GAIN: The amplification ratio of electrical 
signals. 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . ·. ? 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) . . ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . . ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . . ? 
... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ashford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 

Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 

Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 

(East & West), New Maiden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, 

Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Waking, Wokingham, Yateley? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, 
Aura, B&W, Cyrus, Epos, DPA, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Infinity, JPW, KEF (Reference), Linn 
Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Musical Fidelity, N AD, Nakamichi, Onix, 
Pioneer, PRO AC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rogers, Rotel, Sony, Sound Org, Target, 

T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems) & Top Tape. 

Visit us rrrst and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service - We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 

selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/ or repair on the premises all the 

above brands (and others also). 

I 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

We are at: 
3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 

(by the traffic lights -
next door to Alfred Marks) 

Access • Visa • Switch Open Monday- Saturday 9am- 6pm (later by appointment) 



... band, loved by housewives, old dears and 
HARMONIC: Harmonics are the whole cricket fans. 
number multiples of a base frequency called 'LOUDNESS': A switchable equalisation 
a fundamental. sometimes fitted to amplifiers, which 
HARMONIC DISTORTION (TBD): The boosts low and high frequencies. Intended 
addition of unwanted harmonics to a signal. for low-level listening but scorned by 
BF: High frequency, such as treble. enthusiasts. 
BI-n STEREO: Name specifically given to 

stereo FM soundtrack system used on 

upmarket domestic VCRs. MD: see Mini Disc. 
Bz (HERTZ): Unit of frequency of vibration, MINI DISC: Sony-led compressed-digital 
1Hz equals one cycle per second. audio record/replay format on tiny optical 

discs. Happening in Japan but not much UK 
activity yet 

IMPEDANCE: Measure of the electrical MEDIUM WAVE (MW): Low-quality AM 
resistance (and reactance) of a compo- radio band loved by sports fans. 
nent's inputs and outputs. MIDBAND, MIDRANGE: The middle range 
INTERMODULATION (IMD): A form of audio frequencies, where the ear is most 
of distortion whereby a high and a low sensitive. 
frequency interact to produce sum and dif- MODULATION: In whatever medium, the 

ference signals that are not harmonically variations or coding that describe the pro-
related to either. gramme signal. 

MOL: Maximum operating level, of audio 

tape, usually referred to five per cent mid-
JACK: Connector standard used for head- band distortion. 
phones and microphones; Walkmen begat MONITOR: High-quality loudspeaker. 
3.5mm mini-jacks. MOVING COIL: A transducer system, 
JmER: Perturbations in the timing clock which changes mechanical energy into 

used to reconstitute an analogue signal electrical energy or vice versa; used in high-

from digital data. quality pick-up cartridges and in conven-

tional loudspeaker drive units. 

MOVING MAGNET: Inverting the moving 

kBz (KILOHERTZ): 1,000Hz (vibrations coil technique, a transducer system where-

per second). 1kHz actually corresponds to a by a magnet (or induced magnet) moves 
tone nearly two octaves above middle C. within a (relatively) static coil. Widely used 

in low-cost pick-up cartridges. 
MULTIPLEX nLTER: Device fitted to 

LED: Light-emitting diode, usually a red some cassette decks to avoid interference 
indicator bulb. from stereo pilot tones when recording from 

LF: Low frequency, such as bass. stereo FM radio. 

LINEAR: A linear device that produces an 
output which exactly mirrors the input over 

the required operating range, and so is dis- NICAM: Acronym for digital-stereo-sound-

tortion free. with-TV system, currently widely available in 

LONG WAVE (LW): Low-quality AM radio UK terrestrial TV broadcasts. 

HJ-FI CHOICE 

NOISE: Random, unwanted low-level 

signals. 

OCTAVE: Span of frequency or pitch that 

represents a doubling or halving of frequency. 

OHM (0): Unit of electrical impedance or 

resistance. 

PBONO: The most commonly used plug/ 
socket system for audio signals; also 
abbreviation for record deck. 
PICK-UP (CARTRIDGE): Device with 

cantilever and stylus at the end of a record-

playing tone arm. 

PORT: In reflex-loaded loudspeakers, the 

opening that is 'tuned' to the box size and 

main driver characteristics, to improve out-

put at low frequencies. 

POWER AMPUnER: The final stage of an 
amplifier, which provides the urge to drive 
the loudspeakers. 
PREAMPUFIER: The first part of an ampli-
fier, which accepts, switches and routes the 
signals from and to other components, 
applying any equalisation and adjusting vol-
ume prior to feeding the power amplifier(s). 

RF: Radio Frequencies. Used for the trans-

mission of radio signals Sometimes cited 
as a cause of distortion within audio kit 

SENSITIVITY: 1) In loudspeakers, the 
amount of output (loudness) for a given 
electrical input (usually one Watt). 
2) The electrical signal input required by an 

amplifier or tape recorder to deliver full 
power output or recording level. 

SCART: 21-pin Euroconnector standard 

widely used for audio/visual applications, 

especially the connection of television to 

peripheral devices (aka Peritel). 

Glossa .. y 

SEPARATION: The separateness of the left 
and right channels of a stereo audio system. 
SIGNAL-TO-NOISE RATIO OR S/N: The 

difference between the maximum level of a 

signal and the background noise left when 

the signal is removed. 

STEREO: Literally 'solid'- a system that 

uses two loudspeakers (or a pair of head-

phones) to create solid, spatial sonic images 
STYLUS: Carefully shaped piece of diamond 
that rides and extracts information from a 
vinyl record's groove. 
SUBSONIC: Below the audible-frequency 
range- for instance, below 20Hz. 

SURROUND SOUND: Systems that go 

beyond stereo in attempting to envelope the 

listener in sound from all around (see Dolby 
Pro-Logic/Digital AC-3) 

TONEARM: The part of a record player that 
holds the cartridge and allows it to trace the 
grooves in a record. Available in pivoted and 

parallel tracking varieties. 
TRANSDUCER: A device which turns 
mechanical, magnetic or acoustic energy 
into electrical energy. For instance pick-ups 
(cartridges) and loudspeakers. 

TREBLE: The upper part of the audible 

frequency range. 

TWEETER: Small loudspeaker drive unit 

used for higher-frequency (treble) sounds. 

TYPE 1: Basic ferric audio cassette tape. 

TYPE 11: Premium chrome or superferric 
audio cassette tape. 
TYPE IV: Upmarket metal-particle audio 

cassette tape. 

ULTRASONIC: Frequencies above the limit 

of human audibility- for instance, 20kHz. 

UNIT: Loudspeaker drive unit 

VALVE: Early therm ionic electronic device, 

still highly regarded by many enthusiasts. 
VCR: Video cassette recorder or video 

recorder; sometimes VTR (video tape 
recorder). 
VOICE COIL: A wire wound around a circu

lar former that's attached to the cone of a 
dynamic loudspeaker. 
VOLT: Unit of electrical potential difference; 

a varying voltage is used to 'model' audio 

signals in transducers and electronic 
corn ponents. 

WATT: Unit of electrical power (the product 
of voltage and current). 
WEIGHTING: Equalisation applied in mea

surement techniques to improve relevance. 

WOOFER: Loudspeaker drive unit that han

dles lower-frequency (bass) sounds. 
WOW & FLUTTER: Low- and high-frequency 

pitch variations due to poor mechanical per
formance in tape transports and turntables. 
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Paul Messenger explains why you should visit an independent 

Why use a specialist hi�fi dealer? The short answer 

is because he knows one hell of a lot more about 

hi�fi than you do. And if you've gone to the trouble 

of picking up a specialist magazine on the subject, 

you're obviously interested in something rather 

more than a mini system from the nearest 

electrical superstore. 

music's an important part of your life, 

he's the only guy around who's able 

(and hopefully willing) to help you 

choose the equipment which will give you 

the best long term satisfaction. 

Power of the Press 

Dealers sometimes moan to me about the 

power of the press, and the disproportion

ate influence of its 'Best Buy' and multi

star ratings. Well, I've been in the press for 

twentysomething years, and still feel more 

ignorant than powerful. 

The more I mess around with hi-fi gear, 

the more I become aware of our lack of 

real understanding of the subtleties 

involved, and the more I appreciate the 

importance of the dealer's skills and 

experience, in bringing together compo

nents so that the whole is greater than the 

sum of its parts. 

We hacks get paid to write words, often 

about components in isolation, because 

individual product reviews are still the 

staple diet of the press. They can some

times provide a useful guide to the way a 

product performs, but only under the 

particular circumstances in which the 

review was conducted. 

The hi-fi reviewer attempts, with 

varying degrees of success, to evaluate a 

particular component, and find something 

interesting (and hopefully positive) to say 

about it. That's about the end of it, and 

it's on to the next product. 

The magazine prints the review, and 

that very process magically confers a 

measure of authority. Experienced hi-fi 

enthusiasts, who read reviews over a 

period of years and try out various 

products themselves, soon start to realise 

the limitations of that approach. Some 

reviews are better than others, but none 

can get to grips with the real heart of the 

problem - whether a given product will 

improve your musical satisfaction, in your 

system and your room. 

The Role of the Dealer 

The dealer's role is very different, and 

potentially much more valuable. He has 

the chance to talk one-on-one. If he's 

good at his job, he'll use that opportunity 

to find out what you as an individual are 

looking (or listening) for. 

His motivation is very different too. 

Sure he wants to make a sale. That's the 

lifeblood of any shop. But he also 

knows that if something he sells really 

does deliver long term satisfaction, 

there's a very good chance you'll 

come back again to see if he can 

repeat the trick some time in the 

future. 

If you go into a shop and demand a 

particular CD player, on the basis that 

it got seven stars (out of five) in last 

month's magazines, the shop will probably 

simply take the line of least resistance and 

sell it to you. (Or switch-sell you to a 

similar price alternative, if he's fresh out of 

stock of that particular flavour-of-the

month.) 

If you go in and say you're looking for a 

CD player, and want his advice on what to 

choose, things are liable to become more 

interesting. The onus is now on the dealer 

to show what he can do. His first task is to 

ask the right questions to try and get some 

idea of what you might be after. 

Asking the questions is the easy bit. 

The real skill comes in using the informa

tion to come up with a shortlist of likely 

contenders, and then conducting a 

demonstration so that you have a real 

chance to play a central role in the 
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specialist dealer if you are searching for real hi-fi satisfaction 

decision making process. 
Putting together a successful hi-fi 

system might not be as difficult as it was 
twenty or thirty years ago, but it's just as 
easy to make a mess of things. Put the 
'wrong' combination of components 
together and it'll still sound a lot better 

th:ln any cute little mini system package. 
It might even rate a five star review. But it 
won't match the potential of a carefully 
balanced and properly installed system, 
and it certainly won't cater for your own 
particular preferences and personality. 

We British arc nororiously 
undiscriminating consumers, at a mass 
market level at least. The majority of the 
population don't even bother to drive a 
car they're thinking of buying, never mind 
take the trouble to listen to hi-fi equip
ment. 

The majority will therefore end up with 
hypersrorc mediocrity, and hi-fi that's 
about as tasty as supermarket bread. But if 
music is an essential ingredient in your 
daily diet, you owe it to yourself to become 
a member of the discriminating minority. 

You know full well that your music 
collection is as individual :lS your ward
robe, and just as precious too, so it's worth 
taking the time and trouble to search out 
the dealer and equipment that will make 
that collection come alive,.and give you a 
new buzz. every time you play your 
favourite discs. 

The independent specialist may not 
beat the chain store on price, but he 
continues to thrive in a hostile environ
ment because real hi-fi is so much more 
than a matter of price. The people who 
work in these shops are themselves 
enthusiasts, often with many years of 
experience in meeting customer's needs, 
and the very necessary expertise to ensure 
that the whole thing is properly set up to 

deliver the best results. 
The better the hi-fi, the more impor

tant it is to get the fine details right at the 
installation end of things, but even the 
least expensive equipment can be made to 
sound a whole lot better if good care is 
taken over the fine details - the support 
furniture, the cabling, the positioning of 
speakers and so on. 

Without expert assistance even high 
class hi-fi can give mediocre results. 
With it you'll stand a very good chance 
of ending up with something rather more 
than a consumer durable - something 
which will be a source of considerable 
pleasure and genuine emotional 
satisfaction for decades to come. 

I agreed to write this signed piece, 
irrespective of the specific sponsors, 
because I believe the independent 
specialist dealer plays a vital role in 
giving customers long term hi-fi 
satisfaction. 
'The views and opinions expressed 
here are my own and not necessarily 
those of hi-fi choice." 
Paul Messe�er 

The specialist Dealers listed here 
are professional and enthusiastic. 
Give your nearest a ring for a 
demonstration. 

STAR QUALITIES 

value for money 

service 

facilities 

verdict 

***** 
***** 
***** 
***** 

-------------------------- --------

TOP 20 SPECIALIST 

HI-FI DEALERS 

IN THE UK 

LONDON MIDLANDS 

N1 Banbury 

Grahams Hi-Fi Overture 
190a New North Road 3 Church Lane 
0171 226 5500 01295 272158 

SW11 Birmingham 

Oranges & Lemons Sound Academy 

61/63 Webbs Road 152a High Street 

Battersea Bloxwich 

0171 924 2040 01922 493499 

W4 
Leicester 

Martin-Kieiser Ltd 
Cymbiosis 

109 Chiswick High (Formerly known as 

Road 
Listen Inn) 

0181 400 5555 
6 Hotel Street 
0116 262 3754 

SOUTH Northampton 

Ashford, Kent Listen Inn 
Soundcraft Hi-Fi 32 Gold Street 
40 High Street 01604 37871 
01233 624441 

Shrewsbury 

Chelmsford Creative Audio 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 9 Dogpole 

216 Moulsham Street 01743 241924 

01245 265245 

NORTH 
East Grinstead Cheadle (Stockport) 
Audio Designs Audio Counsel 
26 High Street 14 Stockport Road 
01342 314569 0161 428 7887 

Kingston-upon- Old ham 

Thames Audio Counsel 

Infidelity 12/14 Shaw Road 

9 High Street 0161 633 2602 

Hampton Wick 
Sheffield 0181 943 3530 
Moorgate Acoustics 

Rayleigh, Essex 184 Fitzwilliam St 

Rayleigh Hi-Fi 0114 275 6048 

44a High Street 
01268 779762 SCOTLAND 

Edinburgh 

Southend-on-Sea Russ Andrews Hi-Fi 
Rayleigh Hi-Fi 34 Northumberland 
132/4 London Road Street 
01702 435255 0131 557 1672 

Uxbridge Glasgow 

Uxbridge Audio Stereo Stereo 

278 High Street 260 St. Vincent Street 

01895 465444 0141 248 4079 



Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 
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,a.4,.BADA 
Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-li and home cinema from Arcam, Audiolab, Audioquest, Audio Research, 

B&W, Celestion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, DPA, Dynaudio, Exposure, jamo, KEF, Kenwood, Drell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, . 

� t h� �'"''�''"; ... "�'" 

Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rote!, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, Thorens and Yamaha. 
A wide range of classical CD's is available at our Birmingham branch. 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.00 - 5.30. late night (not Stourbridge) Thursday till 7.00 
INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS 
APR 0%. Written details on request. 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93-95 HOBSMOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 Market Street, Stourbridge, NEW BRANCH NOW OPEN 
10 Boldmere Road, Sutton Coldfield, 

West Midlands B73 STD Licensed Credit Broker. BIRMINGHAM B17 SOL. WEST MIDLANDS B92 8JL West Midlands DY8 1AB 
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BERKSHIRE BIRMINGHAM 

BRISTOL 

V'AU 01 Q 36 Drui� Hill 
Stoke Bishop 

Tel: 0117 9686005 Bristol BS9 1 EJ 
Alchemist. Alon, Arian, ATC, Audiomeca, AVL 
Cadence, Chord AMPS, Electrocompaniet. Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, Lyra, MicheiL Origin Live, 
Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Pro-ject. Ruark, REL, Shearne 
Audio, SME, Sonic Link, Stax, Sugder,, �\ i _. f\7-· 
Townsend, Triangle �,..::::! L_,.! 

Demos by oppomtment only. Home tr�at factltftes. 
�I Free mstallaftons. Servtcmg factltfies. 'm"' 

.... We are not a shop 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

University Audio 
Hl-FI SPECIALISTS 

MAIN AGENTS FOR: 
ARCAM • A.T.C. • DENON 

• MARANTZ • MERIDIAN • MISSION 
MONITOR/AUDIO • ROTEL 

• TECHNICS • QUAD • YAMAHA 
3DEMOROOMS 

TELEPHONE: 01223 354237 
FACSIMILE: 01223 322079 

A CAMBRIDGE HI-FI 
Technics� 

HOME CINEMA 
/1 S'� � ttl� � 

1-3 Hawthorn Way, Cambridge 
Te1: 01223 367773 Fax: 01223 353741 

9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat 
Free Parking 

Agents for: 

TECHNICS, KENWOOD, B&W, MORDAUNT 
SHORT, SONY, PANASONIC, MITSUBISHI, 

PHI LIPS, AIWA, J.V.C. 
FREE DELIVERY • DEM ROOMS AT* 

37 Stoke Road, Slough Sl2 5AH (01753) 538287 

252/254 High Street, Slough SL 1 1 BN (01753) 538288" 

117/119 Oxford Road, High Wycombe HP11 2DN (01494) 528605" 

9 Market Stteet, Aylesbury HP20 2PN (01296) 25119" 

11 West Street, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2LF (01628) 483555 

83 High Street, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 1JX (01628) 778611 

11 Princess Square, Bracknell, Betks RG12 1LS (01344) 869898 

HAZLEMERE AUDIO 
We offer music lm·ers lhe chance to increase your enjoyment of music. 

Objectil·e ad1•ice, comfortable listening rooms, home demonslrations, 

free installations, exceptional customer service, and some of the world's 
finest equipment (sound, value & reliability). 

Air-Tangent, Alchemist, A.T.C., Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, Basis, 

B.K.S., Class€, EAD., Fanfare, Henley, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Opera, 
Nous. Analogue, Onofon, S.D. Acoustics, Sirius, Straighl Wire, Teac, 
Tice, Triangle, Trichord, Trilogy, Unison Research, VP.I. 

FOR AN APPOINTMENT (DAY OR EVE ING) CALL 
HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 437892 

CORNWALL 

Sounds Perfection 
Cornwatls 

Audio Consultancy 
Home Demonstrations 

Premier 

Retailer 
TeVFax 01326 221372 

Mobile 0469 554357 

THE VERY BEST IN AUDIO ENTERTAINMENT 

QUALITY SERVICE TO YOUR DOOR 

FOR A FULL LIST OF BRANDS, FIND US IN 

DEALER DIRECTORY 

AVAILAULE 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR FRIENDLY 
SERVICE AND ADVICE 

Norman H. Field /lt:...r;· 
Consultants for Home High Fidelity 

: �e�: : �=�:�
s 

I 
NAD 

I 
• Castle • Yamaha 
• Dual • Kenwood 
• Mordaunt-Short 
• Technics 

Two-year guarantee 
Private Listening Rooms 

HURST STREET 
BIRMINGHAM 85 4BJ 

Telephone: 0121-622 2323 

CHESHIRE 

...:&__ 
IHI& � HOME CINEMA 

4 WEST STREET 

ALDERLEY EDGE 

CHESHIRE 

01625 
582704 
DEM ROOMS & 
INSTALLATION 

SERVICE 

SPECIALISTS 

BANG & OLUFSEN, ARCAM, 

CYRUS, DENON, KEF, 

MERIDIAN, MICROMEGA, 

MISSION, EPOS, TDL 

t OTHER LEADING BRANDS 

CUMBRIA 

�· .. ..Setting new standards 
� in Hi-Fi retailing! 

If you want to see the best brands - want a 
great deal with the best service and demo 

included- pay us a visit. 
6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE (01228) 46756 

CHESHIRE 

[D)(Q)(ill� l.ffiiT'calcdJ}f [}={]o=CFO EST 37 YEARS 

Serving the North West with the very best in specialist Hi-Fi. 
Demonstrations and delivery. 

CD - VYNIL- HOME CINEMA- SYSTEMS £300-£60,000 
Most leading makes 

0% Finance on Selected Items 
KINGSWAY NORTH, WARRINGTON 

TEL: 01925 828009 FAX: 01925 825773 
2miles J21-M6 -Private -Send for m 



Dealer Guide 
ESSEX 

GRAYSTON 
sound&vision 

LINNQUAD 
MERIDIAN 

ARCAM B&W 
BOSTON 

HARMAN KARDON 
PHILIPS/MICHELL 

THORENS 
Comfortable demo rooms 
Free deliveryliHstallation 
Home trials 
Musical evenings 
Excellent credit facilities 
available 

DE NON 
ROTEUMUSICAL FIDELITY 

HARBETH 
KEF REFERENCE 

PIONEER PRECISION 
INFINITY 

33 Sir lsooc's Walk. Colchester. Tel 01206 577682 

Akai • Alphason • Arcam • B& W • Bang & Olufsen • 

Bose • Cable Talk • Celestion • Dual • Harman Kardon • 

Kenwood • Quad • Marantz • Mordaunt-Short • NAD • 

Pioneer • Phi lips • Ruark • Sennheiser • Sony • Yamaha • 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPL'lG • TEL: (01992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDEN • ESSEX • TEL: (01799) 523728 

SOUTHAMPTON 

'Estabflll'<d n 1969 at our current Store, we cootinue to offer excellerx:e in lhe choice of 
HeR. We have added derroo;trating lbre Grena USI'\l f'� lV aJXI i1'18' semen 

Clnent BraJXIs stocked roude:· AACAM, Aucfoot, CelesOOI\ Gyrus, Deoon, KEF, M&K, 
Maril'1tz, Mll'idO!l, Missim, Qua:l, Rote( Thorens aJXI Yamaha 

We offer a 2-yearGuaranteeCO'iaOO by our own �uipped SeM:e Oepl For ltxlsetravelilg 
by car twe have oor own age FREE car par1<iY,J fldty il iloot of lhe Stcxe) we arecoova1enttt 
kx:ated wiltin 3 mikls of Jt.rdion t4 JM>M2n. Jt.rdion t3 (M3) aJXI Jurxfu15 (M2�. 

We are cklsed 0r1 M� ll'id our lale Ngrt 5 Tlusday to 8pm. 

AI deposits My covered by BADA BoOOing, aJXI we are a FooOOel I.W.ber of BADA. Tte 

SymlxjotSocurity. HAMPSHIRE 
ftUDIO 

2· t2 Hursley Road, ChatxJ� Southil'l'jltoo, HOnts, S053 2FU. 
T�: SOUTHAMPTON (01703) 2521127. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

COME AND 
EXPERIENCE 
HI FI AND 
HOME Cl EMA 
AT ITS BEST 
THE AUDIO fiLE, 
27 HOCKERILL STREET, 
BISHOP'S STORTFORD, 
HERTFORDSHIRE CM23 20H 
TEL: 01279 506576 
FAx: 01279 50&&38 

THE AUDIO FilE, 

41 VICTORIA ROAD, 

CAMBRIDGE C84 38W 

Tu: 01223 368305 

FAx: 01223 345975 

ARCAM 

DENO� 
CVRUS. REGA 

liNN. NAIM 

SONV 

PIONEER 

MISSION 

LOEWE 

YAM AHA 

KEF. CASTLE 

KRELL 

COPE LAND 

MARTIN LOGAN 

SONUS FABER 

MARANTZ 

PRO AC. REL 

SOUNDSTVLE 

QED 

Radlett Audio 
I...,, 1111' 

THE HIGH·END SPECIALIST SINCE 1978 
AE, ATC, Audio Analogue, Audiolab, AV!, BtW, Bow, 
Chario, Copland, Denon, Lyra, Marantz, Mark Levinson, 
MIT, Myryad, NottsAnalogue, Primare. Proceed, Pro·Ac. 
Ruark, Sonus Faber, Stax, Sumiko, Teac, Theta, Trichord 

and more. 

9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. ALl 1EU 
Tel: 01727 855577 • Fax: 01727 858727 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

studio 

82 
HARPENDEN LTD 

HI-FI & TV 
82 The High Street, 
Horpenden 
Herts AL5 2SP 
Tel: 01582 764246 

Fax: 01582 467022 

ARCAM, ATACAMA, ATC, AUDIOLAB, AURA, A VI, B&W, 

!lOSE, CASTLE, DE NON, KEF, MARANTZ, MUSICAL 

FIDEUfY, MUSICAL TECHNOlOGY, MYRYAD, NAD, NAIM, 

PANASONIC, PHIUPS, QUAD, SENNHEISER, TANNOY, 

TARGET AUDIO, TDL, TEAC, ETC 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

CLOHEJ 
71ui/IO 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, 
Blackrock, 

Dublin. 
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 

Open: lues· Sat 10 am to 6 pm. 

Thur · fri 10 am to 6 pm. 

KENT 

Nairn 

Sony 
REL 

n;M.ALIISWIIBTII 1"0WHEElEB 
u 85�il�' 

V) � ; � 1r 01622 756756 

O
z � z: � � � 1- 34 Guildhall Street �t;:�� 0 zo:: W Folkestone 

s � lE 0 � � � � � � � � tr 01303 255688 

Chord Co I Audioquest I Cable Talk 

m ELECTRICAL 
DISCOUNT 
CENTRE 

SALES & SERVICE 

.JVC AirAI 

{\!)PIONEER 
B&W jamo 

------1 
PRO • LOGIC 

plus many more ... 
BRANCHES AT 

The Broadway, 138 Pelham Rd, 

Bexleyheath, Kent. Gravesend. Kent 

Tel: (0181) 298 7880. Tal: (01474) 326600 

Fax: (01474) 535 937 (01474) 669601 

KENT 

� 
UN I LET 
Jound&vision 

Best place in 
town for Hi-Fi 
and Home Cinema 

* Three superb demanslratian rooms 
* Interest Free Credil 
* All Leading Brands 
* Open Sundays l 0·4 

UNILET SOUND & VISION 
24-26 Union Street, Maidstone, 

Kent ME14 
Tel: (01622) 676703 Fax: (01622)676723 

LEICESTER 

Cymbiosis .. .._.. _., __ 1 
-------- � � �-

Audio & 101 j 
Arcam-Audiolab-Chario-Denon-Epos-KEF-linn H i·Fi 

linn AVSt-Loewe TV-Micromega-Mordaunt Short 
Myryad-Naim Audio-Projekt-Rega-Rotel-Royd 

6 Hotel Street -Leicester· L£1 SAW 
Telephone 0116 262 3754 Facsimile 0116 262 3758 

LINCONSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 

Audialab, Arcam, B & W, Celestion, Denan, 
Kenwaod, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Shart, NAD, Pioneer, 

Panasonic, Quad, Rote], Ruark, Sony, 
Tannoy, Technics, Yamaha 

and mare. 

Audition the very best at South Humberside's prem1er Hi-Fi dealer ... 

fv1�!.i9.�� SATEl!J1FSALES 

2·4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

LONDON 

GRAIIAMS Hl-rt 
"One of the five 

best hi-fi shops 
in the world" 

Hi·Fi. Home Cinema· Multi-Room Installations 

..... 0171 226 5500 ..... 
Grahams Hi-Fi, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London Nl 7BS 

Tel: 0171 226 5500 Fax: 0171 359 7620 

E-mail: choice@grahams.co.uk Web site: http://www.grahams.co.uk 

AUP/0 CONCEPT 
27 BOND STREET, EALING WS � 0181 567 8703 

APOLLO, AUOIOIAB, AUDIO ALCHEMY, AURA. BOSTON, B&O, B&W; CABl£ TAU\ 

�CHORD, DENOII, EPOS, HARMON KAAIXJN, KEF,� MISSION, 

MU�CAL AOEI.JTY, NAD, NORDOST, ONKYO, OR� QUAD, REI. ROKSAN, ROGERS, ROTEL, 

SONICUNK, SOUND STYli, TA!J< ELECTRONK:S, TARGET, TEAC, lliORENS, VAN DEN HUL 

Two demonstration rooms. Free local delivery. 

Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

LIVERPOOL & WIRRAL 

�t!::!:: .��f:.� 
, 1 f c-k S.,_f -=- � 015"1 227' 5"007' If you live in Uvt:¥f0011-2 9/lf" 6 -r� 015"1 2 � � HO� the following 

AvJiol<Jf:> Ar-c..am Kef 5�0 Rn�J 5�W 
N<Jim M<ll"dntz.- Mi<;;<;;ion Mic-r-oi'Ylc-ft># t...inn 
Tc..<Jc.- R.c..(? Rntc:-1 C-<J<;;t/c:- Chor-d TPt... 
Pc-non f1>o<;; C4YV<;; Son� N<lbmic.hi c-tc.-

U/MW illfti � fo /he, ovrh.Jv..d - s.;--&: ., ___ 

areas:-) 
Liverpool, Wirral, 

Cheshire, Lancashire 

or North Wales. 

Tben you really must 

call now. We can belp 
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LONDON SUSSEX 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISU AL 
HIFI RETAILER 
SERVING LONDON 
FROM BATTERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
0171-924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll 

Now in our third tangy year 
Oo/o Credit Finance available 

ARCAM. B& W. CABLET ALK. Cl-lORD CO. 

DENON. EPOS. KEF. MARANTZ, 

MICROMEGA. M-SHORT. NAD. NAIM. 

NEAT. QUAD. REGA. ROTEL 

ROYD. RUARK. SOUNDSTYLE. 

STANDS UNIQUE. Y AMAHA. 

wirh more to come 

MIDDLESEX 

D E 

EXPERIENCE IHE B!SliN HOME THEATRE 
422 RICHMOND ROAD. EAST lWICKENHAM. MIDDLESEX lWI 2EB 

rei o1at8�2��t:\Ricr�8f��g8n 7749 
visit our site on the wofldwide web hHp://www-.riversidehifi.co.uk/ 

emoil us on soundodvice@riversidehifi.co.uk 

OPENING HOUiS MO M-SAT 1 Oom ·5.30pm AU MAJOR CH On CAIHlS ACCEPnD 

NORFOLK 

The Old School 
School Road 
Bracon Ash 

Norfolk NR14 8HG 
Tel: (01508) 570829 

Basically Sound of Norfolk Qiiil STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-Fl 
Nairn Audio, Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audiolab, Cable Talk, 

Chario, Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Oenon, Oensen, Epos, 
Heybrook, Micromega, QED, Rogers, Rote!, Royd, Soundstyle, 

TDL, Unison Research and others. 

Loud 
•clear 

Glasgow's newest 
friendliest & best 
Hi-fi Store. 
520 St Vincent St 
Finnieston, Glasgow 

*Nairn 

*Marantz 

*Exposure 

*Alchemist 

* Monitor Audio 

'Epos 

• Royd 

'Kef 

0141 221 0221 'Mordaunt Shon 'Denon 

Interest free credit- installation & service 
facilities - three comfortable demo rooms 

SURREY 

1' 
UN I LET 
soul'!d&vision 

Best place in 
town for Hi-Fi 
and Home Cinema 

* 6 superb demonstration rooms 
* Interest Free Credit 
* All Leading Brands 
* Open Sundays 1 0-4 

UNILET SOUND & VISION 
35 HIGH STREET, NEW MALDEN, 

SURREY KT3 4BY 
TEL: 0181 942 9567 FAX: 0181 336 0820 

SPALDINCiS 
-- THE SOUTH EASTS LEADING HI-FI COMPANY 

3 DEMO ROOMS AV., HOME DEMO'S., 
0% CREDIT, FREE INSTALLATION 

KEF • LINN • NAIM • QUAD • AUDIO LAB • 

ARCAM • MISSION • CASTLE • DENON • 

MARANTZ • RUARK • OTHERS 

MON TO SAT 9.00 TO 6.00. TUE 9.00 TO 8.00 
CLOSED WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE DEPT. 
352-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, 

Surrey CRO 7 AF 

Tel: 0181 654 1231/2040. Fax: 0181 655 3922 

Front End Problems? 
conract: 

The Cartridge Man 
It doesn·t have to cost an arm and a leg to gel the best

listen to my Koetsu - and - Decca -eater. 

Also agents for Croft, Moth, Real Music Company 
& Hadcock & Michell - plus cartridge re-tipping service 

(0181) 688 6565 

SUFFOLK 

ipswich 01473 622866 mobile 0802 176319 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex. BNll 1 UA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The friendly shop with the best sound 

systems in the South. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 

Agenicies include: Arcam, Etposure, JPW, Naim 
Audio, Maramz, Orelle, Origin Live, Ruark, Audio 

Technica, Target, TDL, Tripod, Kinshaw 
Electronics and many more. 

PHASEJ HIFI 

LEADING HI-FI & 'HOME CINEMA' SPECIALISTS 
FOUR LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS 

"EXPERIENCED AND FRiENDLY SALES STAH' 
*INSTALLATION SERVICE *CREDIT FACJUTIES 
*HOME DEMONSTRATIONS *l'AR'I" EXCHANGE 
ARCAM • AUDIOLAH • B&W • CASTLE· DENON ·KEF· 

MARANTZ • MERIDIA�' • NAI�I • PIONU:R • IWTI:L • YAMAIL\ 
213-215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING, 

WEST SUSSEX 8N11 4HW 

TEL: 101903) 245577 FAX: 101903) 505824 

YORKSHIRE 

AE � I! 
Atacama 
Audio! ab 

g��:�·'k a g[J I le•t?Jr ... 
Cyrua 
Harman.Kardon 
JBL 
KEF 
Konwood 
Krell 
Marantz 
Ma111n-Logen 
Me11dian 
Mlchell 

=::�=ty (Q':fi)'· ;�;��: 
P•ckerlng �c C ,. 
Pink Trt.ngto \> 7l • 
Pi oneer \�· , _ •. /, 
QUid .........:!_ .... ,..-*" 
REL 
ROQO<I 
Ruart< 
SME 
Sonus-Feber 
TIII'M'f 
TOL 
Thotena 
Vamahll 
& Iota more .. 

Best piece m town 
for H1-F1 and 
HomeCmema 

• Widest choice in 1he area 
• Independent nd\·icc 
• Qunlificd stan· 
• Comfonablc dcm rooms 

Superb showrooms 
• Main road locAtion 

Major car purks nearby 
• lnsurn.ncc estimates 
• Over lOy r s experience. 
• Service Dcpt 
• Delivery & instalhuion 
• Pan E�ch ange 
• Open 10:30·5·30 6 days 

Up to 3 yrs. 
Interest Free 

Credit 
deposit only 20% of 
£500+ for 12 months 

£1500+ for 24 months 
£3000+ for 36 months 

24 Gillygate. York 
Tel. 01904 629659 
High Fidelity Specialists est. 1967 

'¥,6 � �;.�� 
�u .�. 

lHX 
DOL':':'�"."! 

• 3 Hi-Fi studios 
• Free Dem:xlstratians 
• Hc:me Cinema Theatre 

For The Midlands • 2 Year Guarantee 
152a High Street, Bloxwich, Walsall 

01922 493499/473499 
• Inhouse service I:teparrnent 
• Mail order available 
• Interest Free credit 

AACAM AUDIO LAB C1101Ul EXPOSURE USWI.CJ( ALSO: •APOLLO A. T. AUDIO ALCilEMY AUDIO QUIST B"W &OSI: SllYlDI. CABLE TALIC CHORD COKPA...-t CYllUS CK.LJI:STION OPA li:POS QF 

RI:F"I:RDCE KEWICX>D KARANTZ MICHZLL l«lRDAUNT SHORT MERIDIAN HlCROKEGA HlSSION K:l1"1l MUSICAL FIDJ:I..ITY N.U:.AKJ:CHI OR'l'OP'ON PROJECT QUAD ROUM ROCERS RO'Mtl.. SD<t<KEISD 
SONY SUMIKO SYSTEMDU TAACl:T TDI.. "!VB!!! TECHNOLOGY VAN DEN KUL Y-'MAKA TV' " VCJI. PROM: SONY 'l'OSHI.BA PANASONIC � PIONEER PROJ"£CTION UN"ITS FROM: SANYO Si:U:CO 



Output Pulse 

� 
50 micro/sec pulse response 

1 ms 

MAIL ORDER 
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LUXURY SPEAKERS 

8] []3£[R{]@©OO 
MINIATURE LOUDSPEAKERS 

DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT ST\JiliO 
11 PeNFOI.D COTTAGES 
PENFOI.D LANE 

DEstGN AND MANUFACTURE Of MINIATURE 
LOUDSPEAKERS AND SYSTEMS 

HOI.MEII GREEN 
BUCKS, HP15 6XR 
Tell Fax: (01494}714058 

Bandor loudspeakers - the specialist product product of Englishwoman with 35 years experience in this field - embody numerous features which 
ensure excellent performance. Cone, voice-<:oil former and voice coil are formed from aluminium alloy, providing good heat dissipation and low 
thermal compression 1983 Bandor originated the use of a thin, curvilinear, spun cone, subsequently anodised, yielding a structure both light and rigid. 
The cone assembly is mounted in the chassis by carefully-terminated suspension components, so that Fo is lower than in most other drivers of 
comparable size. Voice-coil connections ensure linear motion and reliability, even at large amplitudes. 

Possessing outstanding ability to reproduce transients faithfully, and reproduce a wide frequency band, the 50mm unit covers I 00 Hz-20 kHz, allowing 
flexibility in the choice of crossover frequency for multiple-driver loudspeakers: e.g. 200 Hz (or lower for modest power handling) may be chosen 
thus avoiding the critical zone 1-4kHz where phase errors are most audible, and assists in securing good imaging. In the bass drivers, generous Xmax 
values allow the realistic reproduction of the pedal organ and bass drum, when correctly loaded. A manufacturer who used Bandor exclusively, 
advertises that his sales are mostly to professional musicians. 

SEND £1.00 FOR FULL BROCHURE 

SPEAKER KITS 

SPEAKER KITS FROM I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 
The IPL range now includes six superb biwired Transmission Lines using top quality 
drive urtits and components to achieve sound quality and bass extension equivalent 
to speakers costing in the range of £700--£2500. The Plus Kits include all that is 
required apart from the woodwork. 

Total kits are available with plain or preveneered MDF cabinet kits. Please phone for 
details. 

KIT 
M3TL 
S3TL 
S3TLM 
S3TLM RIB 
S4TL 
S5TL 

SPEAKER UNITS CAB SIZE mm PLUS KIT 

5" More! bass. I" Audax treb 81 Ox 186x21 0 £177.00 
Custom IPL 6.5", I" Seas treb 903x230x350 £187.00 
MetaliPL 6.5", I" Seas treb 903x230x350 £224.00 
MetaliPL 6.5', A&R Ribbon 903x230x350 £382.25 
Kevlar 8" bass, More! I" treb 960x320x400 £204.00 
Audax I 0", More! 6' mid, I" treb 1080x320x400 £383.00 

Send cheque or PO to: I.P.L. ACOUSTICS 

P&P 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£6.50 
£ 7 . 5 0  
£7.50 

2laverton Road, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 3RS. Tel: 01373 823333 
ALTERNAnVELY send 38p S.A.E for 36-page SPEAKER BUILDING CATALOGUE comprising: 
VALUABLE ADVICE on DESIGNING & BUILDING speakers, and full technical specs, including 

response curves of eight speaker k�s. drive units, cables and quality accessories. 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

DIY Speaker Builders Heaven 
We stock a wide range of speaker kits suitable 

for enthusiasts of any experience. I 0 kits on 
demo in our comfortable listening area. 

ALSO available: Driver units from VOLT, 
SEAS, MOREL, VISATON, PO, RCL, LRD. 

Design services: Crossover & Cabinet designs 
both basic & advanced on request. 

Test service for driver unit parameters. 

Full loudspeaker testing undertaken. 

Loudspeaker repair & upgrade service. 

1 

SoUTH CoAST 5P£AKERS LTD. 
326, Portswood Rd. 
Southampton 
Hampshire 
S017 2DT. 
TeVFax: 01703 - 559312 

Free catalogue/price 
list inc. detailed 

cabinet diagrams & 
useful hints & tips. 

HI Fl ACCESSORIES 

WilmslowT Audio 
WIDE RANGE OF HIFI EQUIPMENT 

Drive units and Kit loudspeakers 

ATC. Coles, Dynaudio, More!. Pee
-
rless, Monacor. 

Scanspeak. Seas. Spectra Dynamics, Volt. 
Over 30 kits. 2 demonstration rooms. 

Open Monday-Friday 9-5.30. Saturday 9-1 
Send for free catalogue. Major Cred� Cards accep1ed 

50 Main St. Broughton. Astley 
Leicester LE9 6RD. Dept HFC 

Tel (01455) 286603 • Fox (01455) 286605 

LUXURY SPEAKERS 

ETHOS 
acoustics 

Loudspeakers 
to suit your 

Luxury Lifestyle 

Call Graham on 
0800 0187997 
for a brochure 
and your local 

specialist. 

To Advertise 

On These Pages 

Please call 

Clare on 

0171 917 3935 
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REV OX 

@IJQD[Q)�� - REVOX 
SALES- SERVICE- SPARES 

Service & Repair of A77, 677, 
A700, PR99 & 36 series 

HiFi Spares to order 
Serviced Machines in Stock 

E.M.A.S. 
TEL: 01246 275479 
FAX: 01246 550421 

EX DEMO ----

Audio Designs 
of East Grinstead 

Mail Order and Export Service 
AUDIO DESIGNS SPECIAL OFFERS 

PIOOUCI WAS NOW PROOtlCT 
-�i1Ja9AIJ1jifoo-l/d 4!!l.!ll �.!11 t.m!eltiiYew!i11 
-�iiJa!l'f1MerAIJ1jn.,l/d3!!l.!ll 339.!11 t.mKeltiiWar.t!i11 
"""'Xeta11/d 641l.!ll 549.!1l Lm!remlil!i11 
Pmlab fmf rew 749.!Kl 675.00 t.m Kaim PIKro S/11 
AOOiOabiDIIMilll/d l!illllll358.111 LmWalmlaPho>ud 
Cjrus AN Maslelld/tEW 69!.111 4!11.111 Mislioo 75hd/TEW 
CjrusfM)>d 3!11.111 338.111 Na�COll/d 
CjrusDil/d 5!1!.111 fll!.oo Nanllls>d"""""" 
CjrusSll/d 3!11.111 338.111 Na�NAM'hd 
Cjrusi'SXIll/d 31!.111 vaoo NarnSil>d 
flosES15� ll!ii.OO 1 :1;0111 Nan31.5!11l 

..mtyc.r,..;o. J4!1j.001l!!illl Piooee<PtecisiooAlDhd 
t.mMNol llllllll 600.111 Piooee<�ecisiooPOS51hl 
linlP12�roika$/ll 17fii.OO 1\nefPMlirew 
Lmtingo!i11 7!ii.111 565.111Piooee<MrEW 
l.inEkos:u! l!lli.OO 1125.00 tAiadnAnl;llifeNextelxd 
t.m KbJt., 1.Ql.lll 14!!l.lll "••In "'if'"' c.tm fEW 
t.mWakrroa,tulosSreaky!i11 611S.lll OaoiT7�""CoosolerEW 
t.mN...,.!i11 1600.111 !!!lOO Re!Stenl"'l 
LmKeid!i11 11!11.111 llll.lll Y ...... OCPAllll� 

AudioOuestloudspeaketCables-VariousSetsSpecial Prices 

WAS NOW 
llllllll JIIKI.lll 
600J.lll Jlill.lll 
2fi00.001560.00 
1750.001100.00 
!lll.lll 7!0.111 
INI.OO 1008.00 
111ll.lll169!1.111 
3940.1113340.111 
1�100 1l36.00 
1970.00 1S09.00 

139.111 
3!11.111 J!ll.lll 

469.00 419.00 
!1!9.111 !!!l. lll 
!!!l_!lj 7!0.111 
69!1.!1j 479.111 
69!1_!1j 4!!l.lll 
1!!J_!Ij 1�_!1j 
IM.OO 1355.00 
14�-� 1l99.95 

Authori!>ed Slocki'ils ol: ARCAM, AUDIOLAB, CASTLE, CHORD CO, 
CVRUS, EPOS, LINN, MAXANTL, MISSION, NAIM, QUAD, REL, ROTEL, 

SONY, SOUNOSTYLE, �'TANOS UNIQUE. TARGJ...I, YAMAHA & MORE 

26 High Street, East Grinstead,West Sussex, RH19 3AS 
Open Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00. 
Tel: 01342 314569/328065 

FURNITURE 

��-��. �� �� Sta��;�,··�:t:•;·� 
· Y . . ll· . · . 

HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD 
HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED 

EQUIPMENT. EXPORT FACILmES AVAILABLE 
MAD:I!\tOON�36117CDTms&Dic ..... 14995 ��...j�QL,fM,o1\IT�m .. . .. .. 1-450 
fOOlll.MkfCDTrn.'1)1c3nmlh5(£1�) . .£!995 M.ON.Debllld:bllw::laxed .. ......... 1175 
PNTWJ('J.HlaUpoCW: ...... ... ....... . 139S Al.OONOllNI/Sll.alt;pe*nlMr.Wtd ... .!Jm 
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EX-DEll ElPOSUIE � AVAIUII.E PI.WE �FOR LIST 
- UIDWSISFORTIE. SPUKEIIS 

FOR AH-UP-TO-THE-MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE: 
http1fwww.hifi.slereo.com 

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A 
MICROSCOPE BEFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SAL£_ 

VISA-SWITCH-MAmll CAJID.I*US CLUB-AMUICAN UPIII.SS WUCOMl 
WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW AND USED STOCK & BUY IN FOR CASH 

202 Rndon load, Worthing, West !auu BN14 OEj 
TIL: (01903) 87228& lflor lloon l11llllber (0161) 6610111 FAI: (01911) 1722!4 

e-mall: heatherdaleOhifl-stereo.com 

KIT LOUDSPEAKERS 

KLIPSCH 
Horn loudspeakers 

- a legend in sound for over 50 years, 
KLIPSCH hi-efficiency speakers are used 

in many studios, top hi-fi and stage systems. 

FOR DETAILS CALL 

(0121) 430 7817 

FrameWorks 
Hi-Fi and Audio Visual Support Systems 

MiniDisn 
74 mins £3.25 each 
60 mlns £2.55 each 
Storage box £2.99 

DCC 
JVC 90 mtns £2.99 each 

Unbr�ded £1 • .25 each 

CD-A' for PioneterfPhilips 
M01xeUjTOK £3.25 e01ch 

CD-RW 
Unbranded £9.99 each 

can us for latest prices 
for Audio. ADATs, VHS. etc_ 

Place ymr order by calling NOIIII! 

0181 813 8082 - Free House compilation LP 'iiiiiJiP' 
with every order � 

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs 

AT DEALER'S COST PRICE 
As a member of the WSL Records at 
Cost Service you can buy any brand new 
CD at trade price + postage and a small 
handling charge from only SOp. Write, 
phone, fax or e-mall us now and we'll 
send you full details of the Records at 
Cost Service and how to join. 

WSl P.O. BOX 32 ST. LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN38 OUZ 

TEL: (01424) 718254 (24 HOURS) FAX: (01424) 718262 

E-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM 

PUJS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A 

MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE 
Clearance Sale! 

MAIL ORDER 
CARTRIDGES: Trade in your old moving coil 

and save up to 45% off a new one!! 
I CAN ALSO SUPPLY: TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, CASSETTE DECKS, 

CD PLAYERS, OAT, MINIDISC, COR, LOUDSPEAKERS, HI Fl 
FURNITURE, AMPUFIERS, TIJNERS, ACCESSORIES, BLANK TAPES & 

DISCS, TEST CD'S, TEST RECORDS, TEST CASSETTES, CABLES, 
AERIALS, TRACKING FORCE GAUGES, AUGNMENT PROTRACTORS. 

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. No ex-dem 
or ex-display equipment. No grey imports. Delivel)' is free. Sooy, no 

general catalogue. Please phone or write for specific details. 

IAN HARRISON HI Fl (MAIL ORDER ONLY) 
From: 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, 

DE65 6GQ. TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm 
including Sundays 

. .  · .. ;.;. 
":""' "" _......._ � 

....... - :: �-
One of rhe besr supporrs I"ve heard in a 
long time, outstandingly communicative 

Malcom Steward - Hi Fi Choice 

lively, excellent clarity and separation ... 
confiden�y recommended. 

' 
�'* ·" � ·� .. -� 

'• 

,p!f'rf.' 

Jimmy Hughes, Audiophile. 

arrow consultancy ltd 
Unit 1 Priory Works, Priory Crescent, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS2 6LD 

Tel 01702 611451 Fax 01702 469078 

.a��.�l28 � the symbol of security 
BRITISH AUDIO DEALERS ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 229 London NI 7UU 
Phone' 0171 :2'26 4044 Fax, 0171 359 7620 

E-mail: badal@compuserve.com 
For further infonnation please: sec our web site: 

http)/www.bada.co.uk or rinK for our mfonnation pack 
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The Mission 752 Freedom is 

available at the following 
�� 

authorized dealers I I I I 

·Frasers· 
H I - F I V ID E 0 

INDEPENDENT AUDIO & VIDEO SPECIALISTS 
FOR OVER 16 YEARS - DEMO ROOM TO 

EXPERIENCE THE LATEST IN HI-FI, VIDEO, 
LASER, PROJECTIONS THX/AC-3 SYSTEMS 

Brands include Mission, Denon, (Denon Gold), 
Castle, KEF, Jamo, JVC, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Sony 

Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street, 

Slough, Berkshire SL 1 1 LE 

Tel: (01753) 531785 

just 

good 

like 

hi-fi 

any other 

shop 

only better 
THE 

powerpl 
� 

ant 
66-67 Upper North Street, Brighton, BN1 3FL. 
tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419 email@powerplant.co.uk 

Mission, Cyrus, 8&0, Rega, Audiolab, Arcam, Exposure, ATC, B&W, 

Proceed, Mark Levinson, Stax, Micrmega and other fine equipment. 

35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London W2 4AH 

Tel: 0171 229 2077 Fax: 0171 727 9348 
Stockists of: Mission, KEF, Nairn, Cyrus, B+O, 

Rega, Denon, Micromega 
Open 10.30am - 6.00pm Tuesday- Saturday 

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY 
23a Regent Street Phone: 01926 888644 
Leamington Spa Fax: 01926 887486 
Warwickshire CV32 SEJ E-mail:thehi-ficompany@dial-pipex-com 

THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIALIST 
ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONEER 
YAMAHA NAD MICROMEGA MISSION KEF ACOUSTIC ENERGY 
CELESTION ATACAMA TECHNICS TRICHORD TDL RELEXOS 

Single speaker dem room. We do not use any comparetors. 
We also have full demonstration of projection tv with 
laserdisc and full prologic systems. 
Part exchange welcome please phone or e-mail for prices. 
We have in stock over 200 laserdiscs call for our latest 
catalogue. 

Practical Hi-Fi 
Oo/o Finance available on 

selected items 
.... MANCHEST ER: 65 Bridge Street- 0161 839-8869 
.... PRESTON: 43 Friargate- 01772 883958 
.... WARR INGTON: 88 Bridge Street- .01925 632179 
.... BOLTON: 33 Knowsley Street- 012 395789 
.... CARLISLE: 106 English Street- 012�8 44792 , 
.... BLACKPOOL: 81 Whitegate Drive- 01253300599 
.... LANCASTER: 84 Penny Street- 01524 39657 



Reader classified 

Advertise in Hi·Fi Choice for £5* 

e Assorted hi-li equipment 
to clear including KEF 104/2, 
Nakamichi, Rogers Cadet, 
Area m 5 +, Thorens etc. 
Prices £50 onwards. Move 
forces sale. Phone for details 
B'ham (0121) 326 8083. 
e ATC SCM 50A speakers. 
Light oak. Just factory 
serviced by ATC. Excellent 
condition and boxed. £2,250. 
lanes (01524) 381389. 
• Audiolab 8000C preamp, 
£350. 1m pair of Audio Truth 
Diamond2 interconnects 
(silver), £350. NAD 5120 
deck, £60. NAD 3020 amp, 
£50. All used but as new. 
(01475) 637425. 
• Audiolab 8000P £550, 
8000A £350, Marantz CD6311 
Kl Sig £300, ex cond, boxed 
complete with manuals. 
Surrey (0181) 661 1665. 
• Audiolab 8000Q preamp, 
£750. Audiolab 8000DAC, 
£650. Monarchy 18BCAD/ 
preamp, £450. Monarchy 
350W monoblocks, £700 
each. Monarchy DIP, £150. 
Tel (01475) 637425. 
e Aura PA100 P/A, brand 
new, £425. Marantz CD63KI 
Signature, £335. Quad 33-
303, excellent cond, £175. 
Sony CDP 715E, £155. 
(014ll sn 4947 ns6 829. 
e AVi S2000 MP preamp. 
18 months old. Current spec. 
matches ATC speakers 
superbly. Comes with 
remote, boxed. £650. lanes 
(01524) 381389. 
• CD Replay system. 
Marantz 63SE CD player, 
Sonneteer Champion amp, 
and Mordaunt Short 25SI 
speakers. Excellent sound 
and very room friendly. £900 
ono. Tel (01977) 620558. 
• Conrad Johnson PV10A 
and MV55 amplifiers £1,800 
ono. As new. Bristol (01454) 
857251. 
• Cyrus DAD3Q, £790. Cyrus 
llli & Power, £890. Mission 
752F (Prima), £490. All 
boxed and less than three 
months old. Sheffield (0467) 
398366. 
• Cyrus DAD 7 CD player, 
mint, boxed, £450. Cyrus PSX
R, mint, boxed, £200. Simon 
(01442) 392004 (Herts). 

100 MARCH 1998 

T 
o advertise on this page, write your advert in block 

capitals and send it to: Hi-Fi Choice, Reader Classifieds, 

19 Bolsover St, London W1 P 7HJ. Include a cheque for 

£5* made payable to Dennis Publishing Ltd. The advert will 

appear in one issue only and must be no more than 20 words 

(or five lines) long, including all spaces and your phone num

ber. Reader Classifieds are for the use of private individuals 

only. All Reader Classified adverts will be printed on a first

come, first-served basis, subject to available space, and Dennis 

Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the 

information contained therein, nor any consequence arising 

from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the right 

to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot 

guarantee that an advert will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE to subscribers, provided their subscriber 

number is enclosed. 

e FREE new Meridian 504 
tuner (£700) if you buy latest 
506 20-bit CD, 551 integrat
ed amp, plus MM/MC and 
full Meridian remote control, 
all new. £1,500 (cost £2,600 
new). Tel (01482) 842740. 
• JPW Ruby I speakers and 
stands. Recently serviced 
and in excellent all-round 
condition £325 ono. Contact 
Shaun (01752) 202763. 
e Linn Sondek LP12, ITTOK 
LVII, Goldring cartridge, 
stored unused for last 10 
years. Fully upgraded, then. 
£150. (01772) 743563. 
• Marantz CD10, mint, 
boxed, £495. Sonus Faber 
Electa speakers, superb 
sound and condition, £895 
ono (new £1,900). London 
(0181) 543 8625. 
• Marantz CD-17 KI
Signature, £990. Cyrus pre 
and two SPAs, £1,050. 
Mission 753F (black), £650. 
All boxed and less than six 
months old. Sheffield (0467) 
397992. 
• Mercury Mk 1 loud
speakers. All in ex cond with 
boxes etc. £550. Shrewsbury 
(01743) 874232. 
e Mission 753 speakers, 
Rosewood, mint cond, boxed, 
£425. JBL MR Centre plus 
pair of JPW rear speakers, 
£100. (0181) 363 4963. 
• Musical Fidelity T1 slim
line digital tuner. As new 

l_ A sparkly Cyrus DAD30 
could be yours for £790! 

condition. Fine performer, 
boxed with manual. £95. 
Cheshire (01477) 544084. 
• Musical Fidelity X-A50 
Monobloks (pair of), £440 
ono. Musical Fidelity X-DAC 
and X-PSU, £320 ono, mint 
condition. Devon (01803) 
865406. May split. 
• Pioneer 300R Precision 
amp, as new, £300. Pair of 
Spendor S100 speakers, 
easy to drive, sensible 
offers. Tel (01977) 620558. 
• Quad CD67, pristine con
dition, little used, £695. 
Cambridge T55 tuner, £50. 
DAC i n a box, £100. (01203) 
679165. 
• Quad 34/405-2, £295. 
Linn Nexus, inc stands, £275. 
Audio Innovations Alto, £175. 
NAD 505 five-disc player, 
£125. Tel (01926) 831388. 
• Quad ESL63 loudspeak
ers, latest, £1,500. Quad CD 
77 (mains), £650. Stax 
lambda Signature Ear
speakers plus SRM-Tl 
(£1,544), £675. Telford 
(01952) 502097. 
• Roksan Xerxes turntable, 

Tabriz Z1 tonearm, Roksan 
Corus Black cartridge. £475. 
London (0171) 652 6299 (H). 
• Ruark Talisman Mkll 
speakers. Regency 
mahogany. One careful 
owner. Very good condition. 
£330. Suffolk (01284) 
755915. 
e Ruark Talisman Mkll 
speakers. Rosewood and 
unthrashed. Great sound. 
£300. Near Watford (01923) 
826592 (evenings). 
• Sony amp, 50 Watts. CD, 
761E. Tuner, ST5361. 
Speakers 176E. Cable Talk 
bi-wire. Monitor 2 intercon
nect. As new. Bargain at 
£600. Kidderminster (01562) 
631787 (after 6pm). 
• Sony Mini Discs only £3 
each. (01772) 865864. Or 
a.haresnape1@uclan.ac.uk 
• Spendor 20/40 speakers, 
12 months old, cost £899, 
tall, slim with beautiful 
sound £450. Ariston Q-Deck 
£65. Chessington (0181) 287 
9822. 
• Spendor SP3/1 speakers 
with Epos stands, £550. 

Target welded rack, three 
tiers, £90. Both little used. 
(01932) 345241. 
e Sugden AU41C (mm) and 
Sugden AU41P pre-power 
amp, new £1,250, sell for 
£600 ono. Monarchy 'Dip' 
litter Buster with digital 
interconnect, £145. All boxed 
and mint condition. London 
(0181) 926 9704. 
• Swap- Monitor Audio 
700 PMCs (rosewood) as 
new, for Acoustic Energy 
AE1s, must be ex/mint condi
tion. N Kent (01474) 834133. 
• Tannoy Eaton loudspeak
ers (HDP), boxed £295. 
Hailer DH200 power amp 
£300. New Tannoy 625 ALF 
subwoofer £250. Quad 22 
preamp £50. Bucks (01494) 
874381. 
• Tannoy Profile 632 speak
ers, three years old, black, 
plus Profile stands, £120. 
Mission 75C, black, Sep 97, 
£175. Beds (01462) 813573. 
• Teac P700/D700 
Transport and DAC, mint 
cond, boxed with manuals, 
£790 DPA. Enlightenment 
DAC, mint cond, £550. 
(01952) 406759. 
• Technics, AF, control, 
stereo, receiver, SA-EX 700, 
£390. Technics, stereo, 
cassette deck, RS-TR575, 
£250. Birmingham. Dave 
(0121) 430 7706. 
• Thorens 160 turntable 
(upgrade modified), SME Ill 
tonearm, Audio Technica 
AT30E moving-coil cartridge, 
Quad 44/405 amps, Tannoy 
Mercury Mk11oudspeakers, 
all in exc. cond with boxes 
etc. £550. Shrewsbury 
(01743) 874232. 
• Wharfedale 7.1 Diamond 
loudspeakers, brand new, 
boxed, never used. £70. 
David, York, (01904) 642200 
days/(01904) 692757 eves. 

WANTED 

e DNM PA2 monoblocks. 
Must be in VGC. Good price 
paid. Mr Brown (0181) 461 
3798 (anytime). 
• Philips RH427 loudspeak
ers. One box if possible. St 
Helens (01744) 731525. 

HI-PI CHOICE 



TBE DIRECTORY 
Our Three Step Guide to Buying Hi-Fi 

The legendary Hi-Fi Choice Directory is now simpler to 

use than ever before, but contains all the information 

you need to select and buy the perfect hi-fi system. n Discover which products fall within your budget by 

using our Price Guide (starts on the next page). This 

listing is updated bi-monthly and includes all hi-fi 

products currently available in the UK. lt is organised by 

product type, then by price band, and is sorted alphabetically. 

Products whose names are printed in red are those we have 

reviewed. That leads us to ... 

Read about the hi-fi equipment we have reviewed in 

the Directory (starts after the Price Guide). Here you 

will learn which items have been singled out for our 

famous Best Buy and Recommended awards that denote 

products of exceptional quality and value. The Directory is 

sorted by product type and listed alphabetically, and the 

beginning of each section provides essential information about 

each kirid of hi-fi component. 

Find your nearest hi-fi store in our Dealer Directory (at 

the end of the 'reviewed product' directory) to book a 

demonstration of the products you are interested in .. 

If you see a Best Buy (red) or Recommended (blue) flag at the 
beginning of an entry in our Directory of reviewed products, the item 
concerned is particularly deserving of your attention. 

· 

A Red signifies the Best Buy swing-tag, which indicates products of 
q the best quality and superb value for money in their price category. 
A Blue Recommended products offer excellent quality and value, 
C1J but not the same cost-effectiveness as a Best Buy. 
Please note that an expensive Recommended product will nearly 
always perform better than an inexpensive Best Buy. 

Using Best Buys and Recommendations to buy hl-fi 

Do not commit the cardinal sin of dashing into your local dealer, 
magazine in hand, demanding to purchase Best Buy CD player A, 
Best Buy amplifier B and Best Buy speakers C. This 
is unlikely to result in your long-term satisfaction. Our 
belief at Hi-Fi Choice is that you must consider the 
hi-fi system as a complete entity, not as a collection 
of components. While a superb system might well 
contain Best Buy and Recommended components, 
one cannot lump together Best Buys and Recommendations 
in the hope that they will automatically perform superbly. These 
ratings make a useful guideline for short-listing 
components worth trying, but only by hearing them for 
yourself can you draw meaningful conclusions about 
what suits your taste. Furthermore, don't panic if the 
dealer offers you equipment that we have not tested. 
At the end of the day, what matters most is that 
your hi-fi system fits your tastes like a glove, and it is 
the dealer's challenge to ensure your satisfaction by any 
means - and components - necessary! 



Musical Fidelity A2 0 25W 
HAD 314 <ll 35W 
HAD 317 <ll sow 
Onkyo A9210 0 40W 
Onkyo A921 0 sow 
Onkyo A922 0 IOW 
Orelle SA-100 0 sow 
Pioneer A-400X 0 50W 
Pioneer A-605R 0 sow 
Pioneer A-300R Precision 0 3SW 
Pro-Ject Model I 0 40W 
Rega Elex 0 SOW 
Shearne 2.5 0 3SW 
Sony TA-FA3ES <ll IOW 
Sony TA-F3000ES <ll 60W 
Talk Electronics Storm I <ll sow 
TUC A-H500 <ll sow 
Technics SU-A8000 Mk2 <ll SSW 
Technics SU-A900 Mk2 <ll 90W 
Technics SU-A9000 Mk2 <ll IOW 
Yamaha AX-592 

Alchemist Kraken Integrated ssw 
Alchemist Nemesis sow 
Audio Analogue Puccini SE SOW 
Audio Note Kanji Line SE 9W AMC 3020 e 20W 100 Audio Note First integrated 40W 

AMC 3025A e 30W 130 Audioeram MB2 0 60W AMC 3050A e 4SW 110 
Audiolab BOOOS <ll 60W Cambridge AI Mk Ill 0 40W 120 
CR Oev Kalypso 0 !SW Cambridge A3i e 60W 200 CR Oev CR325 0 17SW Oenon PMA-250SE 0 30W ISO Creek 5250R <ll sow Oenon PMA-350SE 0 sow 200 Creek 5250SER <ll 60W Denon PMA-425R 0 4SW 230 
Densen Beat B-100 0 sow Denon PMA-100M 0 sow 240 
DPA Renaissance int. 0 40W 140 Goodmans Delta 801 
Exposure XX Super <ll ssw H/K HK610 <ll 30W 1SO Faso Evoluzione Performance 2.0 <ll 40W H/K HK620 <ll 40W 2SO 
Gamma Gemini €) 12W l'IC AX-V4BK 30W 200 
H/K HK660 <ll SSW !VC AX-R5BK 0 45W 200 Hi Q Sound MCI 0 30W Konwood KA-1080 e SOW 140 
Jolida 202 0 40W Konwood KA-3080R e IOW 110 
lFO Integrated 0 0 sow Kenwood KA-3020SE 0 sow 100 linn Majik (Line) <ll 33W Marantz PM-41 0 40W !50 Lynwood Opal sow Marantz PM-57 0 sow 200 
Magnum IA200 0 lOOW Marantz PM-66SE 0 sow 230 
Magnum Class A <ll 85W Marantz SR-41 e 40W 2SO 
Mission Cyrus llli <ll sow Musical Fidelity El <ll 30W 199 
Musical fidelity A220 0 sow NAD 310 <ll 20W lOO 
Myryad Ml 120 <ll SOW NAD 312 0 2SW 200 
Haim Nait 3 0 30W Pioneer A-105 0 30W 130 
Orelle SA-IOORX 0 ISW Pioneer A-204R 0 2SW ISO 
Prime Design A-100 <ll !OOW Pioneer A-300R 0 sow 200 
Quad 77 Integrated €) 8SW Pioneer A-305R 0 sow 200 
Roksan Caspian <ll IOW Pioneer A-405R 0 sow 250 
Rose Scion 0 SSW Roga Brio 30W 229 
Shearne Phase 2 0 sow Rote! RA-931 0 35W !SO Sfemfoort SF60 60W Rote! RA9708X <ll SOW 250 Talk Electronics Storm 1 <ll 6SW Sherwood AX-7030R 0 95W 2SO 
TEAC A-BX7R 

Sony TA-FE210 0 4SW 130 
Sony TA-FE3!0R <ll 45W 1SO 

Alchemist forseti Integrated <ll lOOW Sony TA-f148E <ll 40W 200 Audio Note Oto line PP l2W 
Sony TA-F448EB <ll 55W 2SO AVI S2000MI 0 lOOW TUC A-R300 <ll 4SW 200 

Copland CSA8 0 60W TUC A-R500 <ll 90W 2SO Credo IMP702 IOW 
Technics SU-V300 <ll 2SW !50 Credo IMP703 IOW 
Technics SU-V500 <ll 30W 180 

Electrocompaniet ECI-2 e sow 
Technics SU-ASOO Mk3 <ll 30W 200 Exposure XV Super ssw 
Technics SU-V620 <ll IOW 230 

Fase Evoluzione Performance 1.1 e IOW 
Technics SU-A700 Mk3 0 45W 2SO fase Evoluzione Performance 1.0 <ll 60W Yamaha AX-390 0 60W JIO 

Golden Tube Audio SI-50 €) SOW Yamaha AX-492 0 85W 210 
H/K HK680 <ll 85W 
LFD 0 LE Integrated 0 sow 

Al,hemist Maxim 30W 319 
linn Majik (Phono) 0 33W AMC CVT 3030A 30W 400 Magnum Class A SE <ll SSW 

Arcam Alpha 7 40W 260 Marantz PM-11 <ll sow Arcam Alpha 8 sow 360 Meridian 551 <ll 5SW 
Arcam Alpha 9 IOW 500 Micromega Tempo I <ll sow Audio Analogue Puccini 40W 450 

Micromega Tempo 2 <ll ISW Audiolnnov Alto 3SW 300 Minstrel UHra linear 0 2SW Audioeram M81 35W 493 
Naim Nait 3 R 0 30W Audiolab 8000LX SOW 410 
Pioneer A-07 0 sow 

Audtolab 8000A sow 500 Primare A20 e sow 
Aura VA-100 11 IOW 3SO Rega Elic� IOW CR Oev CR324 IOOW 499 

Shearne Phase 2 Relerence 0 sow Creek 4330 3SW 279 Sonneteer Alabaster 0 SOW Creek 4340 3SW 219 Stemfoort Sf!OO lOOW Creek 4330R 3SW 35S 
TUC AB-XIO 0 IOOW Creek 5250 sow 450 

Denon PMA-725R S5W 3SO 
EMF Audio Sequel sow 4SO Art Audio Integra 30W H/K HK640 55W 400 Audiolnnov Classic 25 2SW 
Kenwood KA-5090R S5W 300 Audiolnnov S500 2SW 
Kenwood KA-1090R 85W 400 Audio Note Soro line PP 20W 
Magnum IA120 SSW 2S5 

Audio Note Oto line SE 0 12W Magnum IA170 96W 330 Audio Note Oto Phono SE €) 12W Magnum !AllOSE 90W 430 Audio Note Soro line SE lBW Marantz PM-68 90W 300 
Beam-Echo SA-50 €) sow Marantz PM-66 Kl Sig. sow 400 Bryston B-60 0 ISW Micro mega Minium 40W 3SO 
Copland CSA!4 0 IOW Mission Cyrus Sl sow 39S Copland CSA28 0 Monrio Asty 60W 440 
Copland CTA401 0 2SW Musical fidelity Ell sow 300 
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Sl9 

100 
59S 
699 
699 

S99 

100 
599 

CR Oev Romulus V3 699 
CR Oev Remus V3 515 
Credo LIM 102 66S 
Credo LIM 103 

600 
EAR S34 

S9S 
Graaf V.nticinque 100 
LFD Integrated I 510 
Marantz PM-16 S99 
Meracus lntrare 100 
Minstrel Partridge 565 
Monrio MC-20S S9S 
Musical Fidelity AIOOO 549 
Primare 301 6SO 
Rogers E-20a sss 

, Rogers E-40a S99 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Integrated S90 
T +A PA1200 S98 
T +A R1200R 700 
T+A PA!500 S30 
T +A R1500R SIS 
Unison Simply four P 649 
Unison Simply Four T sso 
Woodside ISA230 Line 100 

S95 
S15 
S49 
S49 

Audio Note Ongaku sso 
Audio Research CA50 700 
Cary CAD-300SEI 
Conrad-Johnson CAV-50 949 
EAR 859 950 
Electrocompaniet ECI-1 999 
Gamma Rhythm 

945 
Gamma Rhythm Rei 938 
Gamma Moment 845 1,000 
Jadis DA30 

99S 
Jadis DA60 800 

790 Krell KAV300i 
Moracus Onesta 190 
Pioneer A-09 1,000 
Tube Tech Unisis Sig. lnt. 

1,000 
Tube Tech Synergy PPS 199 
Unison Performance One 800 
Unison Absolute 84S 81S 

900 
19S 
150 
950 
900 
ISO 

1,000 

800 
730 

!030A 
199 Art Audio Minuet 
900 Audio Analogue Bellini 
849 Audiolnnov PI 

1,000 Audiolnnov ll 
995 Audio Note The M 

Beam-Echo PP-21 
1.499 Bryston BP! 
1,099 CarYer CT-24 
1,199 CR Dev Themis 
1,200 Creek P43 
1.200 Creek P52 
l,SOO Crimson CS610C 
l,S99 EAR 834P 
1,9SO EAR 834l 
1.280 Electrocompaniet ECP-1 
1.199 Fase Evoluzione Phonodrive 1.0 
1,299 Henley HMCSO 
1,699 Henley HMC!OO 

0 

0 

<ll 
0 

0 

<ll 

<ll 
0 

0 

e 

<ll 

0 

0 

<ll 

0 

0 

0 

<ll 

0 

0 

0 

€) 

0 

e 

0 

<ll 

<ll 

0 

e 

0 

0 

0 

e 

0 

0 

0 

0 

<ll 

<ll 

<ll 

0 

0 

35W 1,198 

sow 1,989 
1,191 
1,249 

40W 1,999 

20W 1,995 

65W 1,099 

90W J,700 

SOW 1,095 

26W 1,499 

sow l,S4S 

sow l,SOO 

SOW l,SOO 

20W 1,119 

40W 1,900 

2SW l,29S 

90W l,3SO 

90W 1,495 

l3SW l,SSO 

13SW l,89S 

24W l,SSS 

l!W l,S9S 

30W 1,099 

2,59S 
2,7SO 

.000 
3,990 

11W 3,49S 

sow 2,49S 

J3W 2,499 

lOOW 2,19S 

lBW 2,499 

10W 3,499 

40W 19,999 

30W 3,490 

60W 5,7SO 

150W 2,550 

ISW 2,59S 

45W 4.000 

30W 2,300 

!SOW 6,900 

25W 4,500 

40W ll,99S 

400 
499 

Ph 415 

Ph 369 

3S9 
350 

Ph 499 

Ph 438 

Ph 499 

Ph 349 
399 
499 

Ph 4SO 

Ph 349 
449 

Ph 495 

Ph 445 
200 
4SO 

Hi Q Sound LCP2 149 

LFO Mistral Linestage 0 449 
LFD LSO Linestage 0 499 
Lumley PP70 <ll 345 
Lumley PP! <ll 34S 
Magnum MP120 <ll 330 
Magnum MP660 <ll 500 
Magnum MP330 <ll 500 
Moth 30 Passive e 149 
Moth 30 RIAA Ph 249 
Moth 30 Active e 349 
Musical Fidelity XI O-D 0 110 
Musical Fidelity X-LP Ph 130 
Musical Fidelity X-PRE 0 100 
Musical Fidelity E20 0 400 
Musical Fidelity F2 0 soo 
NAD 114 <ll 270 
HAD 116 <ll 430 
Naim Prefix 350 
Naim HAC92 0 470 
Rega EOS 398 
Roksan Artaxerxes 10 39S 
Rose RV-23 €) 450 
Rote! RC970BX Mkll 0 115 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 1 <ll soo 
Technics SU-C1000 M k2 <ll Ph 300 
Trilogy 905 31S 
Trilogy 904 31S 
Trilogy 900 499 
Unison Sim I 500 

Adyton Chorus ,99S 

Alchemist �aken Pre Sl9 
Alchemist forseti Pre 919 
Art Audio Headline 100 
Art Audio VPL 741 
Art Audio Conductor Phono 150 
Art Audio VP! 9S2 

Art Audio Conductor 0 ,2SO 
Art Audio Conductor Export 2,000 
Audio Note M1line S50 
Audio Note M 1 RI AA Ph 550 
Audio Note M2 line 999 
Audio Note Discovery 999 

Audio Note M2RIAA Ph ,099 
Audio Research LS7 0 l}SO 
Audio Research lS3 0 ,991 
Audio Synthesis Pro Passion 0 59S 
Audio Synthesis Passion €) 69S 
Audio Synthesis Passion BS 0 1,29S 
Audio Synthesis Passion BM 0 1,S9S 
Audiolab 8000C 0 h 580 
Audiolab 8DOOPPA Ph 1,000 
Audiolab 80000 <ll .250 
Aura CA-200 Ph lOO 
AVl S2000MP <ll 949 
AVI S2DOOMP+P 0 l,l99 
Beam-Echo SP-21 e 1

1.ll6 
Bryston .4 0 S42 
Bryston BP5 e h 889 
Bryston BP20 1,126 
Bryston BP-25 1,326 
Cary SLP-50 €) 99S 
Cary SLP-74 0 1.495 
Cary PH-301 l,79S 
Chord CPA 1800 <ll 1,774 
Concordant Exhilerant 900 
Concordant Exquisite 1,950 

Conrad-Johnson PV-10AL 0 99S 
Conrad-Johnson PV-IOA 0 h .295 
Conrad-Johnson PV-12AL 0 1.990 
Conrad-Johnson EF-I Ph 1,990 

HI-FI CHOICE 



0 Ph 1,990 
0 Ph 1,199 
0 Ph ,399 
0 659 

Ph 699 
1.246 
1,816 

nSlln DM-20 @ 1.200 
DHM 3 Start 0 Ph 1,000 
DHM 3A Start 0 Ph 1,6SO 
DPA Enlightenment pre l9S 
DPA DSP500S 2,000 
Dynaveotor L200 0 ,195 
Dynavector PlOD Ph 1,495 
Dynavector ll 00 0 ,995 
Earmax Earmax Pre 0 l,B95 
ECA VistaS 0 160 
ECA Vista HO 0 BBO 
ECA Prisma Ph BBO 
Electrocompaniet EC-4.S 1,195 
Electrocompaniet EC-4R @ .495 
Electrocompaniot EC-4.6 @ 1,7SO 
Exposure XIX BOO 
Exposure XVII 0 Ph 8SO 
FaSll Evoluzione Controlsource 2.0 @ Ph 62S 
Fase Evoluzione Controlsource 1.0 @ 1,39S 
Golden Tube Audio SEP-1 0 990 
Graaf WFB Two 0 Ph .19S 
Graaf WFB One 0 Ph l.B9S 
Henley HMC200 lSO 
Htybrook Signature 11 Pre @ sss 
HI Q Sound MCB2 Ph S4S 
Hi Q Sound MCL2 0 64S 
Jadis DPL2 0 1,790 
LFD MC! Phonostage Ph 949 
LFD LSI linestage 0 999 
LFD MC2 Phonostage Ph 1,499 
LFD LS2 linestage 0 l.S99 
LFD LSB linestage 0 1.999 
Unn Wakonda 0 lSO 
Unn Unto BSO 
Unn Kaim @ 1,400 
lumlty l¥1.5 @ B9S 
lumloy LVI @ ,ISO 
lumlty PYI.S 0 Ph 1,100 
lumloy PYI 0 Ph ,700 
Marantz AC-500 Ph lOO 
Marantz EC-500 €1 900 
Matisse Atom @ 1,000 
Moracus lngredi @ 92S 
Meridian SO! 0 69S 
Meridian 562 l6S 

eridian S62Y 995 
Meridian 502 0 ,29S 
Michell Argo @ 130 
Michi RHC-10 l9S 
Michi RHQ-10 Ph uso 
Michi RHA-10 ,ISO 
Micromega Tempo P 0 ,2SO 
Mission Cyrus Pro 0 Ph 64B 
Moorio ADN Ph 62S 
Moorio Piuri-l @ 960 
Muse Modol 3 0 1,990 
Musical Fidelity F25 0 Ph 1,500 
HAD liB 1,000 
llaim NAC92R 0 630 
Nairn NAC72 0 725 
Nairn HAC!02 @ 1,050 
Quad 77 Pre 0 Ph 850 
ega Hal @ Ph 99B 

Roksen ROK-L2.5 0 1,250 
Rose RV-23S 0 Ph S25 
Shtarno Phase 6 Pro @ B99 
Shtarno Phase I Pre Rei @ 1,399 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pro lP Ph B95 
Sonic Frontiers Anthem Pre I 0 Ph 1,495 
Sonic Frontiers Phono I Ph 1,995 
Sonic Frontiers line 1 1,995 
Sonographo SC26 0 995 
umo Atbena 11 line @ 161 

Sumo Atbona IIBm LS 9Bl 
Sumo Athena Ill @ 9Bl 

@ 1,595 
0 B90 

alk Electronics Hurricane 2 @ 650 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 3 @ 900 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 4 @ 1,550 
Talk Electronics Hurricane 5 @ 1,900 
Technics SU-C2000 @ Ph lOO 
Tosserac TAADA 0 1,500 
Tessorac TALA 0 1,500 
Tosserac TAHA 0 1.800 
Thorens TTP-2000F €1 Ph 699 
Trilogy 901 @ 150 
Trllo&Y 906 Ph 995 
Trilogy 902 @ 1,595 
Troo Retro 0 1,000 
Tron Nucleus Phono Ph 2,000 
Tron Nucleus 0 1,000 
Tube Tech Seer line 0 935 
Tube Tech Mac Phono Ph 1,150 
Tube Tech Prophet 0 1,910 

HI-FI CHOICE 

Unison Mystery One 
Unison Phono One 
Yan Don Hul Pre-amp 
Wilson Bonesch Stage One 
Woodside SC2l line 
Woodside SC26 line 
XTC PRE-1 
Yamaha CX-2 

Adyton Temper 
Adyton Modus 
Alchemist The Alchemist pre 
ATC SCA2 
Audio Note M3line 
Audio Research LS15 
Audio Research LS22 
Audio Research LS5 Mklll 
Audio Research REF I 
Boulder L3AE 
Boulder L5AE 
Boulder LSM 
Boulder 2010 
Cary SLP-94L 
Cary SLP-9BL 
Chord CPA 2200 
Chord CPA 2BOO 
Chord CPA 3200 
Chord CPA 4000 
Conrad-Johnson PF-R 
Conrad-Johnson PY-12A 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 15 
Conrad-Johnson Premier 14 
Conrad- Johnson Art 
CAT Sll Sig: Mk2 
CR Dov Kastor 
Crado LPR 001 
DNM 3C Primus 
DNM 3C Twin 
DNM 3C Six 
EAR B02MC 
EAR GBB 
EAR PS2 
Gamma Era Rei 
Gamma Era Sig 
Graaf GM13.5B 
Jadis DP60L 
Jadis DPL 
Jadis DPMC 
Jadis JPL 
Jadis JPP200 
Jadis JP30MC 
Jadis JPS2 
Jadis JPBOMC 
Kroll KRC3 
Krell KRC-HR 
LFD Disc Preamp 
Marantz Model 7 
Mark Levinson 25S 
Mark Levinson 3BO 
Mark levinson 3BOS 
Matisse Fantasy 
Metisse Reference 
Moracus Pretare 
Nairn NACB2 
Nairn HAC52 
Roksen ROK-Ll.5 
Sonic Frontiers line 2 
Sonic Frontiers Line 3 
T +A Pre DA3000 
Tosserac TAP-A 
Trilo&Y 91B 
Unison Dream 
Woodside SC26 line & Phono 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
@ 

@ 
0 
0 
@ 
0 
@ 
@ 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
@ 

€1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
€1 
0 
@ 
0 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

@ 

@ 
@ 
@ 
0 
0 
@ 
@ 
0 

0 
@ 
0 
0 

1,750 
Ph 1,99S 

1,100 
Ph 99S 

949 
l,SSl 
1,2SO 

6SO 

2,49S 
2,69S 
4,99S 
2,499 
2,6SO 
3,399 
4,391 
6,43S 
9,900 
2,100 
3,400 
3,800 

19,995 
2.09S 
2,29S 
2,3SS 

Ph 3,246 
3,320 
6,210 
2,490 

Ph 2,590 
Ph 3,99S 

4,495 
14,99S 

Ph 6,500 
2,99S 
2,BIS 

Ph 2.5SO 
Ph 3,800 
Ph S,OSO 

Ph 2,S99 
Ph 9,999 
Ph 1S,999 
Ph 1,999 
Ph 19.999 

3,9SO 
2,800 
3,190 

Ph 3.190 
4,720 
4,99B 

Ph S,9lB 
1.900 

Ph 11,9B9 
3,2SO 
6,949 

Ph 4,499 
Ph 3,SOO 
Ph 2,9SO 

3,99S 
6,49S 
2,SOO 

Ph 3,500 
Ph 2.195 

2,160 
3,3SO 
2,250 
2,995 
4,99S 
2,BOO 
S,300 
2,77S 

Ph 11,99S 

Ph 2,233 

POWER AMPS 
-���--

KEY 
'20W' - output power per channel 

into nominal load of 8 Ohms-
� ----- --- -- �-

Arcam Alpha BP SOW 
Arcam Alpha 9P lOW 
Aream Delta 290P 7SW 
Carver TFM-6CB 6SW 
Creek A43 SOW 
Creek AS2 70W 
Crimson CS620C sow 
Earmax Earmax Headphone O.lW 
LFD Mistral Power 60W 
LFD PAD Powerstage SOW 
Magnum MF120 BSW 
Marantz MA-500 12SW 
Marantz MA-700 200W 
Mission Cyrus XPA sow 
Mission Cyrus Power SOW 
Motb 30 Series Power 30W 
Motb 30 Mono/40 40W 
Musical Fidelity X-CANS O.lW 
Musical Fidelity E30 100W 
Musical Fidelity X-A50 SOW 
Myryad MA 120 60W 

2SO 
400 
400 
399 
399 
499 
4SO 
3lS 
449 
499 
36S 
2SO 
400 
298 
49B 
249 
469 
130 
soo 
soo 
4SO 

NAD 912 30W Nairn HAP140 4SW lSO 
HAD 214 BO W Nairn NAP180 60W 1,060 
HAD 216THX 125W Nairn NAP13S lSW 1,6S5 
Nairn NAP90/3 30W Nairn NAP250 lOW 1.6SS 
Hotel RB970BX Mkll 60W Papworth TYA50 sow 1,42S 
Rotel RB980BX 120W Prime Design P-150 !SOW 650 
Shearne 3.5 3SW Quad 77 Power BSW 600 
Talk Electronics Tornado I sow Quad 707 140W BOO 
Technics SE-A!OOO Mk2 70W Rep EXS lOW S98 

Rega Exon 12SW 1,196 
Alchemist Kraken pwr 60W S29 Roksen ROK-Sl.5 lOW 1.49S 
Alchemist Forseti Pwr !SOW 1,309 RoSll RP-190 (Dual Mode) lSW sso 
AMC CYT 2100A BOW 600 Hotel RB990BX 200W 62S 
Art Audio Quintet !SW 1,393 Shearne Phase 3 sow 619 
Art Audio Quintet SE MB -W l,SOO Shearne Phase 3 Reference SOW 729 
Art Audio Concerto sow 1,669 Shearne Phase 5 Mono 100W l,SOO 
Audio Analogue Donizetti 60W S7S Sonic Frontiers Anthem Amp I 40W 1,19S 
Audiolnnov First Audio 7.SW 1,749 Sonographe SA2SO 12SW 1,19S 
Audiolnnov Series 1000 sow 1,199 Sonographe SA400 220W 1,69S 
Audio Note The P 40W sso Sumo Polaris Ill 164W 9SO 
Audio Note PO 9W S99 Sumo Model Five 60W 1,9lS 
Audio Note PI 12W lSO Sumo Andromeda Ill 240W 1,9lS 
Audio Note PISE 12W 999 T+A A1200 !lOW 84S 
Audio Note P2 20W 1,000 T+A A1500 140W 1.49S 
Audio Note P2SE lBW 1,499 Talk Electronics Tornado 2 6SW 600 
Audio Note Conqueror 8W 1,599 Talk Electronics Tornado 3 100W 7SO 
Audiolab BOOOSX 60W sso Talk Electronics Tornado 4 !IOW 1.100 
Audiolab BOOOPX 100W 8SO Technics SE-A2000 100W 1,100 
Audiolab BOOOMX 12SW 1,800 Thorens TTA-2000 30W S99 
Aura PA-100 JOOW 700 Trilo&Y 948 sow l,B9S 
Aura PA-200 !IOW 1.200 Tube Tech Syrinx 4SW !,ISO 
Aura PA-200 C 100W 1,2SO Tube Tech Unisis Sig. Pwr 30W 1.900 
AVI S2000MM !SOW 1,399 Woodside SA240 40W 1.199 
Bryston 28-LP lSW lSO Woodside MAIOO 100W 1,733 
Bryston 3B-ST PRO !SOW 1,160 Woodside STASO sow 1,880 
Bryston 38-ST !SOW 1,160 XTC POW-2 !SOW 1,4SO 
Bryston THX3B !SOW 1,262 Yamaha MX-2 I SOW 7SO 
Bryston 7B-ST PRO 500W l,S45 
Bryston 48-ST PRO -W 1.7S6 Adyton Cordis 1.6 120W 3,49S 
Bryston 4B-ST 300W 1,7S6 Adyton Cordis l8 280W 12.99S 
Bryston 78-ST soow 1,81S Alchemist The Alchemist pwr 220W 3,99S 
Bryston THX4B 300W l,BSO Alchemist The Alchemist mono ssw B,99S 
Bryston THX7B soow 1.8B6 Art Audio Tempo 30W 2,499 
Carver TFM-!SC8 !OOW S99 Art Audio Quintet SE -W 2.SOO 
Carver A-500X 2SOW 949 Art Audio Maestro !OOW 3,S24 
Carver A-760X 380W 1,299 ATC SPA2-150 200W 2,SOO 
Cary SLA-70 11 30W 1.495 Audiolnnov Ser !GOOSE sow 1.499 
Chord SPM 400 !OOW 1.32S Audiolnnov Second Audio !SW 3,299 
Chord SPM 600 !30W 1.720 Audio Note P3 9W 2,1SO 
Conrad-Johnson MY-55 sow 1,99S Audio Note Quest 9W 2,7SO 
Copland CTASOI 30W l,lSO Audio Note Yubi lBW 3.BSO 
CR Dtv Amphion 12W 1,949 Audio Note Conquest lBW 4,4SO 
Crado PMP 804 1,816 Audio Note Tomei 30W B,SOO 
Crttk AS2SE BOW S99 Audio Note Neiro lW 11.360 
Crimson CS6lOC !OOW BOO Audio Note Ankoru 60W 14,SOO 
Densen DM-lO IOOW 1.200 Audio Research 0130 130W 2,299 
DNM PA Start 4SW 1,000 Audio Research YT60 3SW 2,39S 
DNM PAl Start 4SW 1.650 Audio Research 0300 300W 4.6lB 
DPA Enlightenment pwr !OOW 99S Audio Research YTIOO 100W 4,99S 
Earmax Earmax Power 2SW l,B9S Audio Research 0400 Mkll 400W 6,8SO 
ECA lectern S sow 880 Audio ReSllarch YT!lO SE 130W 8,SOO 
ECA lectern HO sow 1,480 Audio ReSllarch YT150 SE I SOW !1,000 
Electrocompaniet AW608 60W 1,09S Audio Synthesis Desire Decade 200W 2,49S 
Exposure XVIII Super lOW BSO Beam-Echo Dll -35 30W 3,S2S 
Fase Evoluzione Powersource 2.0 6SW B60 Border Patrol lOOB SE IOW 3.49S 
Fase Evoluzione Powersource 1.0 !OOW 1,610 Boulder 102AE !OOW 2.BOO 
Golden Tube Audio SE-40 40W 1.100 Boulder !02M 100W 3,100 
Golden Tube Audio SE-l008 Mkll 8W 1.490 Boulder 500AE !SOW 4,99S 
Golden Tube Audio SE-100 !OOW 1,99S Boulder 500M !SOW S.SOO 
Graaf Yenticinque P 2SW 1.2SO Boulder 2060 600W 19,000 
Heybrook Signature 11 Pwr 120W 1,04S Boulder 20SO 999W 35.000 
Hi Q Sound MCM lOW 715 8ryston THXBB !SOW 2,38S 
Jadis DAS 40W 1,997 Cary CAD-572SE 20W 2,49S 
lexicon 212 110W l,BSO Cary CAD-lOOSE 12W 3.79S 
LFD. PAl Powerstage 60W 999 Cary CAD-B05 sow 8,49S 
LFD PA2 Powerstage 7SW l,S99 Chord SPM BOO 160W 2.26S 
LFD PA2M Powerstage 90W 1,999 Cilord SPM 10008 200W 2.7BS 
linn LIUOO SOW 6SO Chord SPM 120GB 2SOW 3,52S 
Unn LK240 110W lSO Chord SPM !200C 31SW 3,915 
linn AYSIOS !OOW 1,200 Chord SPM 1600 200W 4.718 
lynwood Ruby 120W 9BS Chord SPM 140GB mono 380W 7,B30 
Magnum Mf3l0 !SOW 68S Chord SPM SOOO 41SW !3,S44 
Magnum MF660 12SW 82S Conrad-Johnson MF-2300A 2SOW 2.990 
Magnum ASOOSE 200W 1.4BS Conrad-Johnson Premier liA lOW 3.SOO 
Magnum A50SE 200W l,S9S Conrad-Johnson Premier 12 140W 6,900 
Meracus Ciere 60W 1,09S Conrad-Johnson Premier 8XS !SOW 17,000 
Meridian 555 60W 7SO Conrad-Johnson Premier BA 27SW 11,000 
Meridian SS6 100W 89S CAT Ill 200W IS,SOO 
Meridian SS7 200W 1.400 Copland CTAS05 67W 2,099 
Meridian S05 160W l,S90 CR Dtv Artemis 3SW 4.99S 
Michell Alecto Stereo sow J,lSO Credo LPO B04 2.4S6 
Michell Alecto Mono !OOW . 1.989 Credo PMP !SS 2,676 
Michi RHB-05 100W 1,100 Credo LPO 45S 4,9lS 
Michi RHB-10 200W 2,000 Credo LPO 155 6,983 
Micromega Amp 100W J,2SO DNM PAl sow 2,SOO 
Monrio Cento 13SW !,49S DNM PA3S 23W 3.7SO 
Monrio HP! 13SW !,lSO DPA DAP500S 2SOW 3,000 
Motl! 60 Stereo 60W S99 Dynavector HX75 lSW 2.195 
Moth 30 Mono/lOO !OOW Bl9 Dynavector HX1.2 !30W 3,99S 
Muse Model lOO !OOW 1.490 EAR B61 32W 3,199 
Musical Fidelity FX2 !OOW 800 EAR S09 Mk 11 lOOW 3.699 
HAD 2!BTHX 200W BSO EAR Sl9 100W 4,699 � 
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.. EAR 549 200W 6,499 Audioquest Turquoise 2 Q 40.00 SiHech MC4-24S Q 400.00 Motflleyline Datalink Q 140.00 
Electrocompaniet AWIODDMB lOOW 2,09S Audioquest Topaz 2 Q 60.00 SiHech FTM-3S Q 730.00 Nonlost Moonglo Q ISS.OO 
Electrocompaniet AW120DMB 120W 1,69S Audioquest Ruby 2 Q BO.OO SiiYer Sounds SS2 Q 99.00 Precious Metals Silver Dig 3S Q 20.00 
Electrocompaniet AW250DMB 2SOW 3,99S Audioquest Quartz Q 12S.OO SiiYer Sounds SS! © 199.00 Precious Metals Silver Dig 100 Q SO.OO 
Electrocompaniet AW180MB !BOW 4,S9S Audioquest Opal Q 200.00 Silver Tone Ex-Static @ 3S.OO Precious Metals Silver Dig 200 © 1!0.00 
Ell)osure IV BOW 2,199 Audioquest Emerald Q 260.00 Silver Tone Sci-Fi © 9S.OO Precious Metals Silver Dig 202 Q 14S.OO 
Ell)osure XVI 12SW 4,000 Audioquest Lapis Q 399.00 SME S2LB-4 © 46.1B QED Oigillex Q 20.00 
Gamma Aeon 20W 4,999 Audioquest Diamond Q S49.00 SME S3LB-4 Q S2.06 QED Optiflex 2S.OO 
Gamma Space Rei lBW 7,999 Cable Talk Improved 2/CO Q 26.00 SME 4900A © 76.B3 Roksan RDK-Intercon © 
Gamma Aeon Rei sow 39,999 Cable Talk Advanced 2 Q 3S.OO SME 5900A Q 102.S7 Siltech HF-6 Q 
Graaf 5G50 SOW 2,1SO Cable Talk Monitor 2.1 © SO.OO Sonic Link Bonus Q !S.OO Sonic Link Green @ 
Graaf GM20 sow 2,7SO Cable Talk Improved 2/Tape Q SO.OO Sonic Link Rod Q 2S.OO ChordCo Codac Q 
Graaf GM lOO lOOW 4.490 Cable Talk Studio 2 Q 6S OO Sonic Link Silver pink Q 3S.OO ChordCo Prodac @ 
Graaf GM200 200W 8,000 Cable Talk Professional 2 Q BS.OO Sonic Link Black Q 49.00 Transparent Cable PDL Q 
Jadis DA8 BOW 3,333 Cable Talk Broadcast 2 © !00.00 Sonic Link White © 6S.OD Trichonl Pulsewire 75D @ 
Jadis DA7 lOOW S,290 Cable Talk Relerence 2 © lSO.OO Sonic Link Brown @ 70.00 Trichonl Pulsewire 110D @ 
ladis JA30 30W S,9BO Cable Talk Signature 2 Gold © 300.00 Sonic Link Violet Q BS.OO Vampire Wire 01/1 @ 
Jadis JA300B lOW 9,000 Cambridge Atlantic © !0.00 Sonic Link Maroon © 12S.OO Van Den Hul Source HB 
Jadis JABO 60W 9,912 Cambridge Aretic Q 20.00 Sonic Link Blue Nickel @ lSO.OO Van Den Hul Videolink 
Jadis JA200 160W lS,SlB Cambridge Pacific © 30.00 Sonic Link Vermillion @ 19S.OO Van Den Hul AES-EBU 110 
Jadis JASGO 400W 2l,SOO Cambridge Studio Reference Q 40.00 Sonic Link Red earth @ 300.00 
Krell KAVSG0/2 lOOW 3,4BS Cardas Audio 300B-Microtwin © 115.00 Sonic Link Black earth @ 4SO.OO 
Krell FPB200 200W 6,490 Canlas Audio Quadlink-Five Q 200.00 Sonic Link Blue earth @ 695.00 
Krell FPB300 300W 9,SOO Canlas Audio Cardas Cross Q 360.00 Sonic link Black Rhodium @ 99S.OO 
Krell FPB600 600W 12,900 Canlas Audio Hexlink-Five C Q S30.00 ChordCo Chrysalis © 33.00 
Krell KAS2 200W 20,000 Cardas Audio Hexlink Golden-5 C © 600.00 Chon!Co Cobra Q SO.OO 
lexicon 225 2SOW 2,SOO Canlas Audio Golden Cross © 700.00 Chon!Co Siren © 6S.OO 
Lexicon 501 SOOW S,OOO Connections UK Ultra Q 2B.OO ChordCo Chameleon Q BS.OO 
linn Klout BOW 2,400 Connections UK Midas Q 39.00 ChordCo Solid ® 99.00 
Lumley Ml25 120W 3,7SO Connections UK HO © 46.00 Transparent Cable Musichord I nt © 4B.OO 
Lumley M250 2SOW 7,SOO DNM-Reson TCC75 @ 34.00 Transparent Cable The Link © 92.00 
Magnum Class A mono !BOW 2,4SO DPA Slink ® 41.00 Transparent Cable Music Link Q 119.00 
Magnum A200SE 27SW 3,7SO DPA White Slink • 75.00 Trichord Pulsewire 75 ill 169.00 
Marantz Model 8 35W 3,500 DPA Black Slink @ 24S.OO Vampire Wire CC Q 24.00 
Marantz Model 9 70W 4,000 Expressive Tech IC-1 © 700.00 Vampire Wire CCC/11 © 5B.OO 
Mark Levinson 331 lOOW 4,49S Gamma Wow Balance © 799.00 Vampire Wire SC/11 © 9B.OO 
Mark Lovinson 332 200W 6,49S Goortz lntereonnect © 14B.OO Vampire Wire scnv © 144.00 
Mark Levinson 333 300W B,49S GT Audio lntercon @ 130.00 Vampire Wire Al/2 © 2S9.00 
Mark Levinson 33H !SOW 19,39S Henley HSPIO © 20.00 vampire Wire SL © 412.00 
Matisse Rei Monoblocks !BOW B,OOO Henley HSPSO © 3S.OO Van Den Hul Storm ® 15.00 
Meracus Tentare 75W 2,245 Henley HSPIOO Q 65.00 Van Den Hul Source HB © 50.00 
Meracus Cantare -W B,995 Henley HSP200 Q 95.00 van Den Hul DI02 IIIHB © 70.00 
Muse Model l60 Ser. 11 160W 2,290 Heybrook Black Flash @ 49.9S Van Den Hul Thunderline HB © 130.00 
Muse Model 150 125W 2,690 Insert Audio Focus 1.1 © 21.50 Van Den Hul First Q 10.00 
Muse Model 175 Ser. 11 175W 3,490 Insert Audio ICIOO Mk 11 © 46.95 van Den Hul Second Q 40.00 
Muse Model 300 Ser. 11 300W 3,990 Insert Audio Status 3.4 © 160.00 van Den Hul MC Gold © 400.00 
Musical Fidelity Fl6 200W 2,SOO lxos 104 Q 20.00 van Den Hul MC Silver IT © 240.00 
Musical Fidelity F19 300W 4,000 lxos 1003 Q 30.00 Van Den Hul MC Silver IT Bal © l,S60.00 Acoustic Energy AESC-C3 © 11.9S 
Papworth MIOO lOOW 2,64S lxos 1001 Q 40.00 XLO Type 150 Q 50.00 Apertura Silver © B2.50 
Papworth M200 200W 3,B25 lxos 103 © 45.00 XLO Type 0.1 ® lBO.OO Art Yam Church M2000 © 470.00 
Roksan ROK-Ml.5 160W 2.2SO lxos 101 Q 60.00 Art Yam Church 5000 © 795.00 
Shearne Phase I Pwr Rei lOOW 1,199 lxos 101 @ JOO.OO Audio Nolo AN-D Q 4.50 
Sonic Frontiers Power 1 S5W 2,495 lxos 100.X03 Q 150.00 Audio Note AN-8 Q 16.50 
Sonic Frontiers Power 2 110W 4,99S Kimber PBJ Q 6B.OO Audio Note AN-L Q 29.SO 
Sonic Frontiers Power 3 220W 9,995 Kimber KC! © 96.00 Audio Note AN-SP Q !SO.OO 
Sumo Model Ten/M 140W 4,200 Kimber Hero Q 110.00 Audio Note AN-SPx © 450.00 
Sunfire Sunfire 300W 1,170 Kimber Silver Streak © lBO.OO Audioquest Type 2 © JSO 
T+A A3000 190W 3,000 Kimber KCAG © 390.00 Audioquest F-18 © @ 3.60 
Talk Electronics Tornado 5 200W 2,100 Kimber KCTG © 720.00 Audioquest Type 6+ © 9.00 
Tesserac TAMP-60 60W 7,350 Kronos Konnekt 3 © 49.00 Audioquest Indigo + © 15.00 
Trilogy 958 lOOW 3,395 Kronos Konnekt 2 @ 99.00 Audioquest Crystal + Q 25.00 
Tube Tech Genesis Sig. lOOW 4,700 Kronos Konnekt 1 © 199.00 Audioquest Forest Q 75.00 
Tube Tech Synergy DMA 150W 6,400 UT lntemationaiiC-50 © 37.00 Audioquest Argent + © 12S.OO 
Unison Smart 845 24W 3,250 UT lnternationaiiC-80 © 60.00 Audioquest Clear 3 © 200.00 
Unison Palladio 32W 11,995 UT lntemationaiiC-100-D @ 89.00 Bandrid�e LC7409 Q 4.00 
Van Den Hul Power amp 6SW 2,SOO UT lnternationaiiC-100 Mk 11 @ 151.00 Bandrid�e LC4110 Q 18.00 
XTC POW-I 100W 2,2SO lieder Chanson Q 340.00 Bandridge LC3410 © 40.00 

lieder Lek © 420.00 Bandridge LC3210 © 75.00 
lieder Het Lied Q 410.00 Bandridge LC3219 Q 7S.OO 
lioder Song © S80.00 Bandridge LC3220 Q 90.00 
Lieder Maas Q 620.00 Bandridge LC3310 © 95.00 
Lieder Rijn Q 1,000.00 Bandridge LC3240 © 125.00 
liederwaal Q 1,400.00 Cable Talk The Flat One Q 1.50 
Lumley Silver 12/2 Q 115.00 Cable Talk Theatre 2 Q 2.00 
Lumlty Silver 14/4 Q 175.00 Cable Talk Talk 3.1 Q 2.25 
Moth Leyline Black Q 100.00 Apertura Model B © 139.00 Cable Talk Overture 1.1 @ 3.25 
Moth Leyline Grey Q 200.00 Apertura Model A Q 255.00 Cable Talk Talk 4.1 Q 4.25 
Nonlost Magic © 35.00 Apogee Digital Wyde Eye © 10.00 Cable Talk Talk 3.1 Biwire © 4.SO 
Nordost Black Knight Q 60.00 ApogH Digital Wyde Eye Bal. © 30.00 Cable Talk Concert 2.1 © 7.00 
Nordost Blue Angel Q 9B.OO Art Yam Chureh 5000 © 17S.OO Cable Talk Talk 4.1 Biwire @ B.50 
Nordost Blue Heaven Q 145.00 Audioquest Digital/video I Q 30.00 Cable Talk Symphony 3 Q 12.50 
Nordost Red Dawn Q 2B5.00 Audioquest Digital/video 2 Q 60.00 Cable Talk Concert 2.1 Biwire © 14.00 
Nordost SPM © B25.00 Audioquest Optilink X 90.00 Canlas Audio 300B-Microtwin SC Q 35.00 
Ortofon 7N interconnect © 150.00 Aud1oquest Oi�tital PRO @ JOO.OO Canlas Audio Quadlink-Five SC © S9.00 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 35 © 40.00 Audioquest Optilink Pro 149.00 Cardas Audio Cross SC © 99.00 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 50 Q 50.00 Audioquest Optilink Z 179 00 Canlas Audio Hexlink-Five SC © 109.00 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 52 © 70.00 Cable Talk Digital 2 © 7B.OO Canlas Audio Hexlink GoldenS SC © 175.00 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 53 Q 90.00 Canlas Audio lightning © 190.00 Cardas Audio Golden Cross SC © 789.00 
Precious Metals Silver Signal lOO © !00.00 DNM-Reson DIGIOO @ 16.00 ONM-Reson LSC @ 6.95 
Precious Metals Silver Signal102 © 130.00 OPA Opti-link 10.00 DNM-Reson LSCB @ 11.95 
Precious Metals Silver Signall03 © 160.00 OPA Digi-link @ 2B.OO OPA Black Sixteen @ 100 00 
Precious Metals Silver Signal104 © 190.00 Insert Audio Dataline 500 © 14.95 Electrocompaniet EC-K1 © 30.00 
Precious Metals Silver Signal 200 Q 220.00 Insert Audio Dataline 700 © 39.95 Gale XL189 @ 1.00 

Aportura Model B © 160.00 Precious Metals Silver Signal102 © 290.00 Insert Audio Image 5.1 Q 44.95 Gale XL315 Q 2.00 
Apertura Model A Q 469.00 Precious Metals Silver Signal 203 Q 360.00 lxos 105 @ 15.00 Gale Xll60-2 Q 2.50 
Art Yam Church 5000 Q 515.00 Precious Metals Silver Signal 204 © 430.00 lxos 106 30.00 Gamma Wonder Line Q 99.00 
Audio Note AN-A @ IB.OO QED P2 Gold © 20.00 Kimber Opti-link 40.00 Goortz Ml @ 16.00 
Audio Note AN-C Q 35.00 QED lncon P2 Screened Q 23.00 Kimber llluminati DV-30 © 5S.OO Goertz M2 @ 32.00 
Audio Note AN-S Q 99.00 QED lncon PI Screened Q 16.00 Kimber llluminati D-60 Q 21S.OO Goortz Bic Boy @ 64.00 
Audio Note AN-V Q 179.00 QED Qnect 2 © 30.00 Kimber llluminati DX-50 © 350.00 GT Audio Speaker © 50.00 
Audio Note AN-Vx © 450.00 QED Qnect 4 © 60.00 Kimber llluminati Orchid Q 750.00 lxos 607 © 2.00 
Audioquest Jade © 30.00 Roksan ROK-Intercon Q 75.00 UT International DI-10-D © 79.00 lxos 6004 © 3.00 

Sittech MC2-12 © 308.00 lxos 6003 Q 3.00 
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IJID$ 605 * 300 Benz-Micro The Glider MC 650 
Kimber 4PR * 390 Benz-Micro M090 MC 700 
Kimber 4YS * 9.00 BO.z-Micro l040 MC 700 
Kimber 4TC * 19.60 Benz-Micro H200 MC 700 
Kimber 8TC * 32.70 Benz-Micro Reference MC 1,100 
Kimber 4AG * 394.00 Benz-Micro Reference Ruby MC 1,500 
Kimber BAG * 656.00 Benz-Micro Ruby Open Air MC 1,600 
UT International SS 800 * 21.00 Clearaudio Aurum-Alpha MM 135 
UT International BIWIRE * 27.00 Clearaudio Aurum-Beta MM 195 

T International SS 1000 * 42.50 Clearaudio Aurum-Beta/S MM 265 
lieder Pad * 460.00 Clearaudio Gamma-S MC 745 

ieder Bel Canto * 500.00 Clearaudio Signature MC 1,595 
'eder Spoor * 660.00 Clearaudio Accurate MC 2,500 

lieder Straat * 1,080.00 Clearaudio Insider MC 4,900 
lieder Weg * 1,400.00 Denon Dl304 MC 200 
linn K20 * 4.00 Oynavector 1 OX411 MC 189 
linn K400 * 10.00 Oynavector 23RS MC 375 

nn K600 * 15.00 Dynavector 17D2 MC 450 
Lumley Silver 12/2 * 35.00 Dynavector XX-ll MC 998 
Lumley Silver 14/4 * 40.00 Oynavector XX-I MC 998 
Mission Duet * 1.90 Oyrtavector Te-Ka�ora MC 1,698 
Mission Quartet bi-wire <I! 390 ·Gold ring Eroica LX MC 110 
Nairn NACA 5 * 5.50 Gold ring Eroica MC 110 
Nordost Octava @ 3.00 Gold ring 1042 MM 120 
Nordost 4-flat @ 12.00 Gold ring Elite MC 220 
Nordost Blue Heaven * 55.00 Goldring Excel YX MC 495 
Nordost Red Dawn * 110.00 Grado Prestige Silver MM 119 
Nordost SPM * 325.00 Audio Note 101 99 Grado Prestige Gold MM 149 
Ortofon SPKIOO @ 300 Audio Technica AT-91 15 Grado Signature Junior MM 150 
Ortofon SPK200 * 5.00 Audio Technica AT-95E 20 Grado Signature 8MZ MM 250 Aiwa AD-F450 120 
Ortofon SPK300 @ 8.00 Audio Technica AT-HOE 28 Grado Signature MCZ MM 375 Aiwa AD-WX127 � 170 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 32 @ 7.50 Audio Technica AT450E 70 Grado Signature TlZ MM 650 Denon DRM-550 160 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 102 * 10.00 Audio Technica AT440Ml 90 Grado Signature XTZ MM 975 Oenon DRW-580 """' 200 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 34 * 15.00 Benz-Micro MC20EII MC 70 Koetsu Red T MC 1,550 Denon DRS-640 200 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 104 @ 20.00 Denon OlllD MC 70 Koetsu Red K Sig MC 1,998 Goodmans Delta 801 130 
Precious Metals Silver l'r 106 * 30.00 Denon Dll60 MC 90 Koetsu Urushi MC 2,297 JYC TD-X372BK 170 
Precious Metals Silver �r 108 * 40.00 Denon Dll03 MC 100 Koetsu Signature MC 3,218 JYC TD-R472BK � 200 
Puresonic OFC 7892 * 1.20 Goldring Elan MM 19 Koetsu Gold PR MC 5,498 Kenwood KX-W4080 � 160 
Puresonic OFC 7844 @ 1.65 Goldring Elektra MM 29 linn K9 MM 125 Kenwood KX-3080 160 
Puresonic OFC 7 845 @ 1.95 Goldring 1006 MM 59 linn Klyde MC 500 Kenwood KX-W6080 � 200 
Puresonic OFC 7891 * 2.85 Gold ring 1012GX MM 79 linn Arkiv MC 1,000 Kenwood KX-5080S 200 
Puresonic OFC 7816 * 3.75 Goldrin& 1022GX MM 99 London Decca Maroon MM 259 Marantz SD-555 � 200 
Puresonic OFC 7832 * 3.75 Grado ZTE+l MM 27 London Decca Gold MM 299 Onkyo K 185 � 200 
Puresonic OFC 7812 * 3.75 Grado ZCE+l MM 37 London Decca Maroon Dp MM 339 Pioneer CT-S250 150 
Puresonic OFC 7825 * 6.95 Grado ZF3E+ I MM 48 London Decca Gold Dp MM 379 Pioneer CT-W205R � 160 
Puresonic PSOCC 7801 * 9.50 Grado Prestige Black MM 49 London Decca S Gold MM 399 Pioneer CT-W505R � 180 
Puresonic PSOCC 7802 * 18.00 Grado Prestige Green MM 59 London Decca S Gold Dp MM 479 Pioneer CT-S450S 200 
Puresonic PSOCC 7803 * 27.00 Grado Prestige Blue MM 69 London Decca Jubilee MM 999 Pioneer CT-W606DR � 200 
QED Qudos Micro @ 1.25 Grado ZFI+ MM 83 lyra lydian MC 649 Sony TC-KE200 120 
QED Qudos Silver * 395 Grado Prestige Red MM 99 lyra Clavis Da Capo MC 995 Sony TC-WE405 � 150 
QED Qudos Bi-Wire @ 4.50 N'ham Tracer I MM 98 N'ham Tracer 11 MM 310 Sony TC-KE400S 180 
QED Profile 8 @ 6.50 Ortofon YMS2 MM 14 N'ham Tracer Ill MM 410 Sony TC-WE505 � 180 
QED Profile 4x4 * 9.00 Ortofon OM SE MM 20 N'ham Tracer IV MM 660 TEAC W-416 lOO 
QED Profile Silver 12 * 15 00 Ortofon OM I 0 MM 30 Ortofon MC3 Turbo MC 130 TEAC Y-610 100 
Rep REGA * 2.00 Ortofon 510 MM 38 Ortof9n MC15 Super 11 MC 130 TEAC W-780R � 170 
Rol!san ROK-Speaker @ 6.00 Ortofon OM DJ MM 50 Ortofon 540 MM 130 TEAC R-560 � 180 
Silloch lS2-45 @ 109.00 Ortofon 520 MM 65 Ortofon MC25E MC 180 TEAC R-H500 � 200 
Siftech FT-12 Mkl @ 240.00 Ortofon OM 20 MM 70 Ortofon MC25Fl MC 250 Technics RS-BX501 � 170 
Silloch LS4-120 @ 549.00 Ortofon MC! Turbo MC 70 Ortofon MCIO Supreme MC 300 Technics RS-TR373 � 180 
Silver Sounds 12 Gauge @ 15.00 Ortofon Concorde DJ MM 80 Ortoton SPU mono MC 350 Technics RS-TR474 � 200 
Silver Sounds ID Gauge @ 35.00 Ortofon OM 30 MM 90 Ortofon MC20 Supreme MC 425 Technics RS-AZ6 3·H 200 
Silver Sounds 8 Gauge @ 75.00 Ortofon MCIO Super MC 100 Ortofon SPU Classic MC 450 Yamaha KX-390 150 
Silver Tone Silver-Sonic @ 10.00 Ortofon 530 MM 100 Ortofon MC30 Supreme MC 525 Yamaha KX-W392 � 180 
Silver Tone Silver-Sonic HC @ 15.00 Pickoring TE -15 MM 20 Ortofon MC200011 MC 750 Yamaha KX-490 200 
Silver Tone Silver -Voice @ 55.00 Pickoring YE-15 MM 25 Ortofon MC Rohmann MC 1,000 
Silver Tone Silver-Voice U�ra * 85.00 Pickoring T-E MM 25 Ortofon MC Rohmann MC 1,000 Aiwa AD-F850 3·H 230 
Sonic link AST50 @ 1.95 Pickoring Yl5-DJ MM 28 Ortofon MC3000 11 MC 1.100 Aiwa AD-S950 3·H 300 
Sonit link ASm @ 3.00 Picklring Tl-E MM 35 Ortofon MC5000 MC 1,500 Carver TDR-1550 � 629 
Sonic link AST200 @ 5.95 Pitklring Tl-2E MM 45 Ortofon MC7500 MC 2,000 Denon DRM-650S 230 
Sonit link AST200x2 @ 10.00 Pickering XV15-625E MM 50 Pickoring Tl-3003 MM 145 Denon DRM-740 3·H 270 
Sonic link S300 @ 18.00 Picklring XVIS-150-DJ MM 50 Pickoring Xll-4500 MM 150 Denon DRS-810 3·H 310 
Sonit link Sl30x2 * 20.00 Pickering Tl-2-S MM 55 Pickering Tl-4004 MM 175 H/K TD420 250 
Sonit link S300x2 @ 35.00 Pickoring XV15-757S MM 60 Pickering XSY-5000U MM 200 H/K TD450 3·H 350 
Sonic link S900 @ 50.00 Pickoring XV15-625DJ MM 60 Pickering Xll-7500 MM 200 JVC TD-V6628K 3·H 270 
Sonic link S600x2 * 70.00 Picklring XV15-1800S MM 70 Pickering Tll-7500-S MM 200 JVC TD-W7188K � 300 
Sonic link RE3.1 @ 90.00 Picklring Tl3S MM 80 Reson Mica MM 185 Marantz SD-57 249 
Sonic link RE3.4 @ 330.00 Picklring XEV-3001E MM 95 Reson Reca MM 250 NAD 613 230 
Tech + link SPC 79 @ 1.20 Pickering Xll-3500 MM lOO Reson Aciore MC 299 NAD 614 270 
ChordCo Myth @ 6.00 Pickoring Tl-4-S MM 100 Reson Etile MC 455 NAD 616 � 300 
ChordCo legend @ 15.00 Rega Bias MM 39 Reson lexe MC 1,300 Onkyo TA 6210 230 
ransparent Cable Musichord Spkr @ 11.00 Rega RB78 MM 39 Roksan Corus Black MM 130 Onkyo TARW 211 � 270 

Transparent Cable The Wave @ 23.00 Rep Super Bias MM 59 Roksan Shiraz MC 970 Onkyo TARW 311 � 320 
Transparent Cable Music Wave Spkr * 25.00 Rega Elys MM 85 Shure VISXMR MM 295 Onkyo TA 6310 330 

mpire Wire SC-384 @ 11.00 Shure M70BX MM 21 Stanton 890A[j)( MM 118 Onkyo KR 609 350 
Vampire Wire SC-554 @ 15.00 Shure M92E MM 22 Sumiko 8PS MC 250 Onkyo KW 606 � 370 
Vampire Wire ST-1 @ 30.00 Shure SC35C MM 29 Transfiguration Spirit MC 1,000 Onkyo TARW 411 � 370 
Vampire Wire SC-1108 @ 30.00 Shure M447X MM 35 Transfiguration Temper MC 1.950 Onkyo K 611 3·H 460 
Vampire Wire ST-11 @ 48.00 Shure M44GX MM 35 Van Den Hul MM-1 MM 250 Pioneer CT-S550S 3·H 250 
Vampire Wire ST-Ill @ 73.00 Stanton 500Al ll MM 34 Van Den Hul MM-2 MM 300 Pioneer CT-W806DR � 300 
Yan Den Hul Skyline HB @ 3.50 Stanton 500El MM 37 Van Den Hul DDT-11 MC 600 Pioneer CT-S550S Precision 3·H 340 
Van Den Hul Snowline @ 5.00 Stanton 680Al/X MM 56 Van Oen Hul MC-10 MC 750 Pioneer CT-S830S 3·H 500 
Van Den Hul Skytrack HB @ 5.50 Stanton 680E[j)( MM 70 Van Oen Hul MC-One MC 900 Pioneer CT-95 3·H 1,000 
Van Den Hul Clearwater * 7.00 Sumiko Oyster MM 30 Van Den Hul MC-ONE Super MC 1,050 Sony TC-WE805S � 250 
Van Den Hul Snowtrack @ 10.00 Sumiko Black Pearl MM 50 Van Den Hul MC-Two MC 1,200 Sony TC-KA6ES 3·H 550 
Van Den Hul CS122 HB © 12.00 Sumiko Pearl MM 70 Van Den Hul The Frog low o/p MC 1,500 T +A CC1200R 990 
Van Den Hul Cleartrack @ 1300 Sumiko Blue Point 100 Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIISLA MC 2,000 TEAC W-850R � 250 
Yan Den Hut 0352 HB @ 20.00 Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLN MC 2,800 TEAC V-1030 3·H 250 
Van Den Hul Teatrack HB @ 22.00 Audio Note 102 MM 139 Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIIGLA MC 2,800 TEAC W-6000R � 450 
Van Den Hul SCS12 @ 34.00 Audio Note Soara 795 Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICMN MC 2,800 TEAC V-6030S 3·H 550 
Van Den Hul Magnum H8 @ 38.00 Audio Notei01V 1,095 Van Den Hul Grasshopper IIICHN MC 2,900 TEAC V-8030S 3·H 650 
Van Den Hul The Wind HB @ 40.00 Audio Note lOUd 4,500 Van Den Hul Grasshopper IYGLA MC 3,000 Technics RS-AZ7 3·H 270 
Van Den Hul Revolution HB @ 76.00 Audio Technica AT-OC9 330 Wilson Benesch Matrix MC 786 Technics RS-TR575 � 280 ... 
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Arcam Alpha MCD � .. U!JIO 450 Marantz CD-23 U!JID AMC DAC8 130 
Audio!nnov Alto U!JID 399 Marll Levinson 39 U!JtD AMC CDM7YAC 200 
Aura CDIOO U!JIO 400 Meracus Tanto U!JIO Apope Digital DA-1000 El 3,395 
Car1er SDA-400 U!l10 299 Meracus Imago Player U!JIO Area m Black Box 50 350 
Car�er MY-5 § .. 469 Meridian 506 iliJ1D Arcam Black Box 500 0 500 
Denon DCM-260 E.,. 300 Meridian 508 U!JIO Audio Note DACI 675 
Denon DCD-1015 U!ltO 350 Micromega Solo U!JtD Audio Note DAC2 1,099 
H/K HD730 U!JID 300 Musical Fidelity FCO U!ltO Audio Note DAC3 1,750 
H/K FL8300 � .. U!JIO 300 Myryad MCDSOO U!ltO Audio Research DACS 2,148 
JYC XL-l674BK U!JtO 300 Naim C02 Audio Research DACS 2,335 
lenwood DP-R7080 � .. U!JtD 300 Maim COS Audio Research DAC3 4,195 
lenwood DP-9090 U!JtO 300 Pink Triangle Lilaural Audio Research DACJ 4,555 
Kenwood DP-7090 U!JtD 400 Primare 302 Audio Synthesis DAX Decade 0 2,795 
Marantz CD-67 il!llD 270 Roksan Attessa-DPJP Audiolab 8000DAC 0 900 
Marantz CD-67SE U!ltO 350 Sherwood CD! Audiomeca Elixir 799 
Marantz CC-870 � .. U!JID 400 Sonic Frontiers Anthem CD! 5"' Audiomeca Ambrosia 1,850 
Marantz CD-6311KI il!llD 500 Sonic Frontiers SFCD-1 Boulder 2020 @ 17,750 
Musical Fidelity EGO U!JIO 300 TEAC YRDS-25 Cambridge Dacmagic 2 Mk 11 !50 
Musical Fidelity A2 U!JIO 500 XTC CDP-1 Chord DSCllOO 0 2,575 
NAD 513 §"' 290 Chord DSC!SOO 0 3,850 
HAD 515 § .. U!JID 350 Conrad-Johnson D/A-3 0 1,195 
NAD 514 U!JIO 370 Conrad-Johnson D/A-2b 1,990 
NAD 511 §11> 400 Denon DCD-425 150 
Onkyo OX 7210 U!JID 260 DPA Little Bit 3 El 325 
0nkyo C121 U!JIO 290 DPA Renaissance DAC 570 
Onkyo DXC 320 §.- 380 DPA Enlightenment DAC 825 
Onkyo DX 7510 U!JtD 400 DPA SX128 2,000 
Onkyo CM 716, § .. 450 DPA SX256 4,000 
Pioneer PD-F805 §��> 300 DPA SX512 8,000 

U!JID 250 
Pion88r PD-S705 U!JID 300 Jadis JS3 2,129 

U!JIO 250 
Pioneer PD-F906 § ... 350 Jadis JSI 8,068 

U!JIO 150 
Pioneer PD-S904 U!JID 400 LFD DAC2 1,950 

U!JIO 200 
Pioneer PD-SSOS Precision U!JIO 460 LFD DAC3 3,000 

U!JtD ·250 
Rote! RCD-965BX U!JID 300 Linn Numerik 1,500 

180 
Rote! RCD-970BX il!llD 375 Man!ey Professional DAC-20 0 6,950 

1)!]10 200 
Sony COP-CX55 280 Marll Levin son 36 @ 3,995 

U!JID 235 
Sony CDP-XE900E 300 Marll Levin son 30.5 5,950 

U!ltO 240 
Sony CDP-CX200 § ... 380 Meracus Auriga 1,295 

50 
Sony CD-WOES U!ltO 450 Meracus Flagrare 2,495 

60 
Sony CDP-X3000ES U!ltO 500 Meridian 566 1,095 

80 
TEAC CD-5 350 Micromega DAC 2 750 

U!JIO 200 
Technics SL-MC410 § ... 300 I)!] to Micromega Dialog 2,000 

llO 
Yamaha CDX-890 350 U!JtD Monrio 18B2 El 795 

120 Audio Synthesis Transcend U!JID 1,395 Muse Model 2 2.190 

140 
Acurus ACDll 899 Audiolab BOOOCDM U!JID 1.400 Muse Model 2 Plus El 2,500 

§ ... 180 
Alchemist Nexus 597 Audiomeca Damnation U!JID 999 Musical Fidelity X-ACT 200 

as .. 200 
Arcam Alpha 8 520 Audiomeca Damnation SE U!JIO 1,100 Musical Fidelity X-DAC 300 

250 
Audiolab BOOOCD ,000 Audiomeca Kreatura SE U!JtO 1,400 Onkyo OX 7310 330 

llO 
AY! S2000MC2 895 Audiomeca Mephisto U!JID 2.350 PS Audio DL3 777 

130 
Creek CD42 599 Cambridge Discmagic One U!JID 300 PS Audio SL3 1,449 

§ .. 140 
Oenon DC0-3000 ,000 Conrad-Johnson OR-I U!JID 1,795 PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 2,590 

E.,. 160 
DPA Renaissance int CD 950 DPA Enlightenment Orv U!ltD 725 PS Audio Rei Link 4.550 

170 Fase Evoluzione Laserdrive 1.0 995 Jadis JD3 l!iltO 4,850 Roksan Attessa-DA2 0 595 

DP-R6D90 5 .. 200 
Helios Model 3 650 Jadis JD2 l!il10 4,990 Sonic Frontiers SFD-2 Mk 2 0 5,295 

DP-4090 l!iltO 250 
Helios Model 2 950 Jadis JDI U!JID 12,500 Sonic Frontiers Processor 3 0 6,995 

CD-46 !50 
Heybrook Signature 11 989 Krell KPS-201 l!i]IO 8,490 Sumo Theorem 11 945 

CC-38 200 
Linn Mimik 875 Linn Xarik l!i]IO 1,850 Sumo Theorem IlB 1,155 

CD-48 U!JIO 200 
Marantz CD-17 800 Marll Levin son 37 U!JIO 3,995 TEAC D-Tl 0 500 

CD-57 l!i]IO 230 
Microme&a Stage 4 600 Marll Levin son 31.5 U!ltD 9,295 TEAC D-700 600 

CD-6711 U!JIO 250 
Micromega Stage 5 750 Meracus Imago l!iltO 3,995 Theta Digital Chroma Std 849 

CC-47 §[§-.. U!JIO 250 
Micromega Stage 6 950 Meridian 500 l!iltO 1,245 Theta Di&ital ProGeny l,l45 

510 200 
Mission dAD3 598 Micromega Drive 3 U!JIO 750 Theta Digital Pro Prime ll 1,800 

512 l!il1D 250 
Mission dAD3Q 898 Micromega Data U!JID 2,250 Theta Digital Pro Basic 111 2,990 

CD711 120 
Monrio Privilege l!iltO 995 Monrio 8�match l!i]IO 950 Theta Digital Gen Y SE 4,300 

CD121 130 
Myryad MCIOO l!il1D 700 Muse Model S U!JID 1,800 Theta Digital Casablanca LS 5,910 

CD151 !50 
Naim CD3 1.000 Pink Triangle Cardinal ll l!i]IO 875 Thorens TDA-2000 El 700 l!i]ID Orelle CD!OOeA l!iltO 649 PS Audio Lambda TR 2.250 Trichord Pulsar Ser One 1,395 

CDC751 SS• 180 l!i]IO 
PD-106 130 

Orolle CD-IOOeSA l!iltO 999 PS Audio Lambda AT&T U!JIO 2,778 Tube loch Fulcrum 1,400 

PD-206 !50 
Pink Triangle Numeral l!il10 999 Roksan Attessa-DP3 l!i]IO 1.295 Wadia l2 1,530 

§ .. 200 
Pioneer PD-506 l!iltO 550 Sonic Frontiers SFT-1 l!i]IO 2,295 Wadia !S 3,790 

s .. 200 
Primare 020 l!i]IO 800 Sonic Frontiers Transport 3 5,995 4,750 

l!il10 200 
Quad 17 Bus 700 T+A CM1200R 990 7.395 
Quad 77 Mains 900 TEAC YRDS-Tl 550 9,995 

§ .. 250 Roksan Caspian l!iltD 895 12,790 180 TEAC P-30 2,500 

180 T+A CD1200R U!JID 895 Theta Digital Data Basic 11 2,397 ,499 

llO 
TEAC YRDS-7 l!il1D 599 Theta Digital Data 111 NTSC/PAL 5,455 

120 
TEAC YRDS-9 l!i]IO 700 Thorens TCD-2000 999 

130 
TEAC VRDS-IOSE U!l10 850 Trichord Digital Turntable 699 

140 
Technics SL-P2000 U!JIO ,000 Tube loch Fulcrum 1,000 

§ ... !50 
Trichord Genesis l!iltO 549 Wadia 8 3.195 
Trichord Digital Jukebox 25 e ... 180 

� ... 200 
Trichord Digital Jukebox 50 E.,. 
Trichord Digital J'box 100 § .. 

§• 200 
130 

Trichord Revelation 

200 
Acoustic Precision Eikos 

U!JID 240 
U!JID 

§ .. 250 
Alchemist Forseti U!JIO 

100 
Audio Research CD! l!iltO 

130 Audio Research C02 l!iltO 

!50 
Audiomeca Talisman l!iltO 

Technics SL-PD687 § .. 160 
Audiomeca Talisman SE l!iltO 

Technics SL-PD887 5 .. 180 
AV! S2000MC U!l10 

Technics SL-PS670D l!iltD 200 
Cary CD-301 U!JID 

Technics SL-PS770D 250 
Conrad-Johnson DF-2 
Conrad-Johnson DY-2b Yamaha CDX-390 130 
Copland CD277 Yamaha CDC-565 s .. 170 l!il10 

Yamaha CDX-490 170 
Copland CDA288 l!iltO 

Yamaha CDC-665 § .. U!JID 220 
Helios Model ! l!il1D 

Yamaha CDX-590 230 
Helios Stargate l!i]IO 
Kroll KPSJOi l!i]IO 

Aiwa DX-CIOOM 500 
Krell KPS-20i l!iltO 

Arcam Alpha 7 330 
Marantz CD-11KI U!JID 
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PRICE GUIDE 
- ---�- - - - - -- -- - - -- - -- ---- ----- ---- - - -- - - -

Grado SR225 'i 200 Atacama 8017 55 

Grado SR325 'i 300 Atacama 8025 60 

Grado RS2 'i 495 Atacama SE16 65 

Grado RSI 'i 695 Atacama SE12 65 

Jecklin Float Model I 'i 79 Atacama SX500 67 

Jecklin Float Model 2 'i 99 Atacama F2 70 

Jecklin Float ELS 'i 399 Atacama F1 70 

JVC HA-0727 � 43 Atacama SX600 70 

!VC HA-W60 4il 49 Atacama SL200 70 

JVC HA-0910 4il 65 Atacama SE24 61 70 

!VC HA-01000 � 250 Atacama SE20 70 

JVC HA-F25 � 699 Atacama SX700 73 

Philips sac 3396 .. 70 Atacama SLJOO 73 

Philips SBC HP9000 jj 90 Atacama TP600 75 

Pioneer SE-M550 � 50 Atacama TPSOO 75 

Pioneer SE -M750 � 60 Atacama SE615 75 

Precide Ergo Model I 'i 120 Atacama SE515 75 

Preclde Ergo Model 2 'i 140 Atacama SE415 75 

Sennheiser HD445 'i 45 Atacama Sl400 76 

Sennheiser IS 380 jj 55 Atacama SEIOOOS 80 

Sennheiser HD455 'i 55 AVF Tower P6144BP 60 35 

Sennheiser H0465 'i 65 BCD Mode1 1010 60 495 

Sennheiser HD475 .. 80 Credo STD 001 284 

Sennheiser H025 SP � 90 Custom Design CO 500 50 35 

Sennheiser H0535 'i 105 Custom Design AS 630AV 65 40 

Sennheiser 15450 'i 120 Custom Design AS 130 25 40 

Sennheiser HD545 Ref 'i 125 Custom Design Tri 100 50 50 

Sennheiser H0250ll "" 150 Custom Design R/S 200 50 50 

Sennheiser HOC 451-1 'i 150 Custom Design R/S300 60 70 

Sennheiser HD565 Ovat'n 'i 150 Custom Design Tri 300 55 85 

Sennheiser HD265 linear � 150 Custom Design SCS 24 60 85 

Sennheiser HD25-13 � 160 Custom Design X24 61 109 

Sennheiser HD25 � 160 Custom Design C 20 50 109 

Sennheiser HD 580 P'cision 'i 200 Custom Design HI 50 275 

Sennheiser HD600 'i 250 Deadrock 903 60 60 

Sennheiser lucas � 280 Oeadrock 902 47 60 

Sennheiser IS850 'i 859 Oeadrock 901 39 60 

Sennheiser HE60/HEV70 'i 998 Oynaudio Trophy 60 120 

Sennheiser Orpheus 'i 9,652 Dynaudio Master 60 200 

Sony MDR-1Fl20K � 50 Dynaudio UHima 60 290 

Sony MDR-£888 'i 55 Harbeth Hl·Stands .21 249 

0 20 Sony MDR-1Fl25RK '4il 60 Heybrook Stand-ULT 3 55 

0 � 25 Sony MDR-¥600 jjl 70 Heybrook Stand-S& 63 69 

0 'i 30 Sony MDR·Fl 'i 100 Heybrook Stand-S4 48 69 

Pioneer SE-MO 0 � 20 Sony MOR-NC5 "" 100 Heybrook Stand-SI 47 119 

Pioneer SE-A20V 0 'i 23 Sony MDR-IF420RK � 100 JPW MS2 45 45 

Pioneer SE-M250 0 � 25 Sony MDR-CD710 .. 100 JPW MSJ 61 55 

Pioneer SE-M350 0 !il 30 Sony MDR·D71 � 130 JPW MSI 46 80 

Sennheiser HD56 D 'i 18 Sony MDR·IF520RK � 150 JPW HSI 58 120 

Sennheiser HD433 0 'i 20 Sony MDR·CD!100 .. 200 JPW HS2 45 120 

Sennheiser HD435 Vegas 0 'i 30 Stax SR-0001 'i 280 Kudos Audio Arrow 60 50 
Sennheiser HD435 Manhanan 0 'i 30 Stax SR-Lambda Nova C 'i 370 Kudos Audio S-50 60 100 

Sennheiser HD60TV 0 'i 40 Stax Lambda Nova Basic 'i 449 Kudos Audio S-100 63 270 

Sony MDR-W20G 0 'i 18 Stax SR-Lambda Nova S 'ti 450 Mission Micrometer 58 70 
Sony MDR-E837 0 'i 18 Technics RP-F800 � 50 Mission Entasis 58 98 
Sony MDR-PJO 0 � 18 Technics RP-HT600 � 60 Opera SI 60 345 
Sony MDR-ED238 0 'i 20 Technics RP-DJ1200 'i 130 Pioneer CP-7 50 

Sony MDR-009TV 0 'i 20 Vivanco 1R5800 'i 50 Pioneer CP-8 80 
Sony MDR·A34l 0 'i 20 Vivanco IR5700 50 Projekt Si&nature 55 80 
Sony MDR-£848 0 'i 10 Vivanco IR5000 50 Revolver RSI 50 70 

Sony MDR-PITV 0 � 15 Vivanco SR850 50 Royd Royd 55 99 
Sony MDR·CD270 0 � 30 Vivanco SR650 50 SD Acoustics SD A1exandra 50 369 
Sony MDR-£868 0 'i 35 Vivanco SR750 60 Silverado Silverado I Stand 60 350 
Sony MDR-V4DO 0 IQI 40 Vivanco IR6DOO 70 Sonus Faber lronwood 475 

Sony MDR·Dll 0 IQ� 40 Vivanco SR909 70 Sonus Faber Stonewood 497 

Technics RP-F200 0 ljjl 30 Vivanco FMH 3000 80 Sound Org Z037 55 

Technics RP-HTJOO 0 IQI 40 90 Sound Org Z027 55 

Vivanco SR250 0 ljjl 19 110 Sound Org Z026 55 

Vivanco SRI50 0 ljjl 10 120 Sound Org Z518 45 65 
Vivanco SR200 0 IQI 15 140 Soundstyle X6!!8 42 100 

Vivanco SRJOO 30 140 Stands Unique Speaker support 59 159 

Stands Unique Tuned Spkr Support 59 220 

AKG KJOI 'i 80 Stands Unique Tuned Carbon Fibre 59 299 
AKG K2221R !il 100 Stands Unique Vivas CF Spkr Supp 60 349 

AKG K401 'i 110 Target TR60 60 68 

AKG KSOI D 'i 150 Target RI 53 280 
AKG K3331R 0 !il 150 

AKG K4441R 0 � 180 EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
AKG K290S 0 ljjl 250 

AKG KIOOO 0 il 700 

Audio Technica ATHSIOPRO 0 4il 80 

__ K_E_Y ________ _ 

3 number of shelves 
Audio Technica ATHD40FS 0 ljjl 120 

Audio Technica ATHM40FS 0 � 120 Alphason SM!1 49 

Audio Technica ATH911 0 'i 110 Alphason VSM!1 85 

Beyer OTJll 0 'i 50 Alpha son GSM 17 85 

0 10 Beyer OT411 0 'i 63 

0 IQI 15 Beyer OT511 0 il 106 

0 � 40 Beyer DT801 0 � 115 

0 � 30 Beyer DT811 0 'i 145 

0 'i 10 Beyer OT!OO 0 .. 160 

0 'i 15 Beyer DT901 'i 160 

0 'i 31 Beyer DT911 'i 170 

0 'i 35 Denon AH-0210 � 45 

0 'i 18 Denon AH-0350 "" 65 

0 "" 20 Denon AH-D550 .. 80 

0 'jjl 20 Denon AH-0650 "" 95 

0 ,QI 25 Denon AH-0750 .. 130 

0 'Qi 18 Oenon AH-0950 4il 150 

0 � 25 Grado SR40 il 45 

0 � 21 Grado SR60 'i 79 

0 � 25 Grado SR80 'i 100 

0 'i 33 Grado SRI25 'i 150 

Alphason GMVIP 110 

Alphason R!1 /17 120 

A1phason GM HIP 150 

A1phason GR 11/17 150 

Alphason VR17/!1 190 

Audiophile Base 01 79 

A1phason NCI 60 Audiophile S4T120 280 

A1phason Akros 1 60 Audiophile S4T!20P 560 

Alphason RSI 120 BCD Mode1 1006/8 795 

Alphason Akros 11 60 BCD ModeiiOOO 1,250 

A1phason NCII 60 Custom Design GJ 130 

A1phason HDS-40/M 60 85 Custom Design Aspect 650 240 

A1phason ntan S 60 125 Custom Design Aspect 500AV 270 

Apollo AZ6 66 80 Custom Design Aspect 850 270 

Arcici 0·1 30 299 Oeadrock 701 60 

Arcici 0·2 30 299 Deadrock 802 90 

Atacama BD21 56 55 Oeadrock 703 130 .. 
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rameworks H500illl75 
Heybrook Stand-Signature 
Impulse lso-plate 
JPW 3Toer 
JPW 5 Tier 
Kudos Audio Corinthian 
Unn K3000 

ana Sound Frame 
Mana Mini Table 
Mana Power supply table 
Mana Reference flat top 
Mana Sound ShoH 
Mana Sound Base 
Mana Sound Stage 
Mana Sound Table 
Mana Rei ShoH 

ana Reference Table 
Mana 2 Tier Amp stand 
Mana 3 Tier Amp Stand 
Mana 4 Tier Amp Stand 

ana 5 Tier Amp Stand 
Mana 6 Tier Amp Stand 
Mission Hark 
Optimum G2 
Optimum G2/Podestal 
Optimum G4/Podestai 
Optimum OPT 3406 
Optimum G5/Pedestal 
Optimum OPT 4906 
Optimum OPT 6606 
Optimum OPT 340 
Optimum OPT 490 
Optimum OPT 440 

Optimum OPT 10206 
Optimum AV 300 
Optimum OPT 700 
Optimum OPT 610 
Optimum OPT 660 
Optimum OPT 1020 
Optimum OPT 1190 
ProjektAJ 
Projekt M 

Projekt A5 
!'rojekt 83 
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190 

230 

399 
130 

!50 
285 

350 
355 
389 

404 
249 
190 

80 
100 

600 

85 

125 
!50 

!50 

!50 

175 

175 
200 

235 

325 

350 
375 

450 

500 

600 
700 

298 

69 

99 
130 

149 
ISO 

199 
249 

249 

299 
299 

299 
329 
349 

349 

349 

399 

450 

145 
190 

235 
255 

Projekt AS 
Projekt B3i 
Projekt B4 
Projekt B Mu�i 
Projekt B3ii 
Projekt C3 
Projekt DJ 
Projekt C3i 
Projekt 85 
Projekt C3iii 
Projekt C3ii 
Projekt D3i 
Projekt C4 

Projekt C3iv 
Projekt D3ii 
Projekt C Multi 
Projekt D4 
Quadraspire D4S mini shelf 
Quadraspire 04S shelf 
Quadraspire QKS Cabinet shelf 
Quadraspire QAV shelf 
Quadraspire 04M mini table 
Quadraspire Q4 table 
Quadraspire QAV table 
Quadraspire Q4SP Table 
Quadraspire QAVSP Table 
Quadraspire QK Cabinet 
Reson DOMOPS 
Roson DOMOWS 
Sound Org 2022 
Sound Org 2021 
Sound Org 2030 
Sound Org 2060 
Sound Org 2038 
Sound Org 2540 
Sound Org 2545 
Sound Org 2560 
Sound Org 2530 
Soundstyle X300 
Soundstyle X305 
Soundstyle X053 
Soundstyle X050 
Soundstyle X6300 
Soundstyie XIOO 
Soundstyle X6110 
Soundstylo XOSB 
Soundstyle X310 
Sound style XI OS 
Sound style X6053 
Sound style X6100 
Soundstyio X6310 
Soundstyle X6058 
Sound style X6105 

7 
9 
12 

8 
10 

11 
10 
12 

12 

10 
14 
9 

16 
I 

I 
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280 Sound style Finewoods W105 
300 Stands Unique Isolation Platform 
340 Stands Unique Sound Support 
345 Stands Unique Sound Tower 
345 Stands Unique Compact Sound 
375 Stands Unique Sound Support 10 
420 Stands Unique Sound Twr Cabinet 
420 Stands Unique Ref Waif Support 
425 Stands Unique Ultimate Tower 
465 Stands Unique Ref Floor Support 
465 Target B5 
500 Townshend Seismic Sink I-CD 
500 Townshond Seismic Sink I-3D 
510 Townshend S/Sink Stand 1-4 
545 Townshend Seismic Sink 3-4 
555 Wilson Benesch Standard Shelf 
560 Wilson Bonosch Mono Block 

60 Wilson Bonesch Kevlar Shelf 
60 Wilson Bonesch Asside Basic 
80 Wilson Benosch Asside 

120 Wilson Bonesch Triptych 
200 

200 
300 

320 
400 
400 
195 
195 

65 

78 

100 

120 

135 
140 
140 

160 
170 
180 

210 
210 
210 

215 • 

220 

Allison Micro Monrtors 
Allison Mini References 
Colostion 12i 
Denon SC-M2 
Gale Mini Monrtors 
Genexxa GX300 
Genma GX330 
Gll Arena 
Goodmans Active 75 
lnteraudio XLIOOO 
Jamo Studio-SO 
Jamo SAT-90 
Jamo Comet 25 
Jamo D-110 
Jamo SAT-110 
Jamo Studio-110 
Jamo Comet 35 
Jamo Artina 
Jamo D-115 

JPW Mini Monitor 
JPW Ml110 
JPW Gold Monitor 
JPW Ml210 
JPW Ml310 
JPW Ml410 
JYC Sl-SCIVBK 
JYC SP-V50 
JYC SP-X220TBK 
JYC SP-X550BK 
KEF Coda 7 
Kenwood LS-90UK 
Mission 731i 
Mordaunt-Short VS-lOO 
Mordaunt-Short MSOSi 
NAD 801 
Pioneer CS-3030 
Polk AB410 

4 

5 
4 

4 
5 
I 

10 

6 
5 

320 
52 

249 

289 
315 
315 

369 

550 
689 

799 
175 
llO 

400 

999 

1,250 

130 

265 

270 

590 

720 
990 

Ill 95 

Ill 120 

Ill 119 

Ill 80 

Ill 70 

Ill 80 

Ill . 80 

Ill 99 

Ill 65 

Ill 130 

Ill 70 

Ill 90 

Ill 100 

Ill 100 

Ill 110 

Ill 110 

Ill 120 

Ill 120 

Ill 120 

Ill 125 

Ill 120 

Ill 60 

Ill 70 

G 80 

Ill 80 

Ill 90 

Ill 100 

Ill 60 

Ill 80 

Ill 100 

Ill 130 

Ill 129 

Ill 130 

Ill 130 

Ill 100 

Ill 100 

Ill 100 

Ill 120 

Ill 100 

Ill 56 

Ill 100 

Ill 100 

Ill 129 

Solid HCM2 
Sony SS-86E 
Tanpnt Monitor 3 
Tangent Monitor 5 
Tangent Monitor 7 
Tannoy Mercury M! 
IDL Nucleus I 
rue LS-xs Mk u 
Technics SB-CS55 
Technics SB-CS65 
Technics SB-CS75 
Visonik 5202 
W'dale Valdus 100 
W'dali Diamond 7.1 
W'dale Yaldus 200 
W'dale Modus Micro 

Acoustic Energy AEIOO 
Allison Model 4A 
B&W DM302 
B&W CWMS 
B&WDM601 
BoseiOI 
Bosel41 
Boston CR6 
Boston 325 
Boston Micro 80 Sat 
Boston Runabout 
Boston 335 
Boston 351 
Boston CR7 
Boston Runabout 11 
Colestion !Si 
Cerwin -Vega CT-165 
Denon SC-£313 
Gale 2iB 
Gale 4i 
Gale 3s 
Genexxa GX650 
GU lma&io ICIOO 
Heybrook Prima 
lnfinrty SM65 
Infinity Reference li 
Infinity Reference 11i 
lntoraudio Xl2000 
Jamo 38 
Jamo 525 
Jamo 560 
Jamo 660 
Jamo Comet 65 
Jamo Studio 180 
Jamo 0165 
Jamo 68 
JBL TLXI21 
JPW Ml510 
JPW Ml610 
JPW SS551 
KEf Coda 8 
KEF Q!5 
KEF Model 60S 
Kenwood LS-200G 
KlH Model 21 
KlH Modolll 
KLH Model 31 
Mission 7311 Pro 
Mission 732i 
Mordaunt-Short MSIOi 
Monlaunt-Short VS-200 
Mordaunt-Short MS20i Pearl 
Mordaunt-Short VS-300 
Monlaunt-Short MS20i 
Pioneer CS-5030 
Polk M2 
Polk RT3 
Polk AB610 
QlN Qubic111 
Rega Kyte 
Revolver Colt 
Revolver The 230 
Revolver Purdoy Mkll 
R Alien Minotto 3 
R Alien Dim'n 5/1 Compact 
R Alien RA6 
Roprs GSI 
Royd A7X 
Sequence 200 
Solid Monitor 
Sony SS-126£8 
Sony SS-176E 
Tangent Monitor 9 
Tangent Monitor 11 
Tannoy Mercury M2 
TDL RTL I 
TDL NFM I 
Technics SB-CS95 
Technics SB-M20 
Yisonik 6003 
Yisonik 5001 
W'dalo Diamond 7.2 
W'dale Yaldus 300 
W'dale Modus Music Two 
W'daie Valdus 400 

130 

100 

60 

80 
100 

120 

60 
80 
80 

100 
100 

129 

80 

100 

llO 

110 

200 

170 

ISO 
170 

199 
190 
200 

149 
149 
169 
169 

179 

189 

199 
200 

199 

200 
160 

140 
140 
!50 
140 
170 
!59 
!50 

!50 
200 

200 

!50 
150 

170 

170 

170 
180 

200 
200 
ISO 
150 

170 
200 

189 

199 
199 

200 

!55 

!55 

185 

140 

200 
140 
!50 

200 
200 

200 
170 

180 

200 

200 

200 

198 

139 

169 

199 
!59 

179 
199 
179 
!55 
199 
200 
ISO 

200 

!50 

180 

140 
190 

200 
!50 

200 
143 
170 
140 
ISO 
200 
200 
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W'dale Diamond 7.3 .il 
lYP AI 

Acoustic EnofiY AE200 B Ill 300 
Audio Gem Opal R Ill 230 
BlW CWM6i ::tl Ill 280 
B&W DM602 B Ill 300 
Bosel51 B Ill 270 
Bosel61 i Ill 275 
Bose 201 .!1 Ill 290 
Boston 361 ::tl Ill 219 
Boston CR8 B. Ill 239 
Boston 381 ::tl Ill 259 
Boston CR9 B Ill 279 
Boston Voyapr g Ill 299 
tastle lsis £ Ill 250 
Celestion 23i R Ill 299 
Cerwln-Vep VS-8 B Ill 250 
Cerwin-Vep CT-330 il Ill 300 
Chario Syntar 100 B Ill 250 
Dali 1028 B. Ill 260 

ali ISO B. Ill 300 
Faraday FSl B. Ill 245 
Gale 58 il Ill 220 
Gll lmagio ICUO il l:l 260 
Gll lmagio IC115 il l:l 300 
Hoybrook Optima il Ill 259 

eybrook Heylotte B Ill 269 
Hoybrook HBI B Ill 269 
lnlinity SM8S B Ill 250 
lnteraudio XL3000 B. Ill 230 
lnteraudio XL4000 B Ill 295 
lamo 892 ::tl Ill 220 
Jamo Classic 4 l! Ill 250 
Jamo Art ::tl Ill 270 
amo Oeco Art ::tl Ill 280 

Jamo 0265 .il Ill 300 
Jamo 307A g Ill 300 
BL LX2 B Ill 250 

J8L TLXI51 g Ill 300 
JPW ML710 il Ill 230 
JPW Ml810 il Ill 260 
JPW Ml910 il l:l 300 
!VC SX-SWIO a Ill 300 
KEF Coda 9 il Ill 299 
KEF Model 70S B Ill 299 
lllH 83A B Ill 205 
KLH 183A il Ill 265 
KLH Soundbites System ::tl l:l 276 
lllH Modei BI .!. Ill 280 
lllH Model 41 g Ill 290 
M-A Monrtor I B c 250 
M-A Monnor 2 g l:l 300 
Mordaunt-Short MS30i a Ill 275 
Mordaunt-Short MS!Oi Classic !l. Ill 280 
Mordaunt-Short MS25i .il Ill 300 
Mus Tee Kestrel SE .il Ill 300 
NAO 802 a Ill 280 

HI-Fl CHOICE 

NHT SuperZero 
Pioneer CS-7030 
Pioneer CS-9030 
Pioneer S-LCI 
Polk AB50S 
Polk M3 11 
Polk RTS 
Polk Rll 
Polk MS 
Promenade SPI 
QLH Qubic 122 
Rega EL8 
Revolver The 250 
R Alien Dimension Five I 
R Alien RAB 
R Alien RA8M 
R Alien Dimension Five 2 
Rogers db!Ol 
Roprs GS3 
Royd The Envoy 
Royd Minstrel 
Ruark Epilogue 
Sequence 300 
Solid HCMl 
Sony SS-176EB 
Tannoy Mercury M3 
Tannoy Precision PlO 
TDL RTL 2 
Visonik 7003 
Visonik SUBS 
W'dale Modus Music Four 
W"dale MFMI 
W'dale Valdus 500 
Yamaha NSIOM 
zyp All 
zyp A2S 
lYP A2ST 

Acoustic Energy AE109 
Acoustic Energy AE209 
Acoustic Energy AE120 
Allison Model 2A 
Audiolnnov Alto 
IIlO Beovox CX50 
B&O 8eovox CXIOO 
BlW CWM8i 
B&W OM30S 
BlW DS6 
B&W COM2 
B&W OM603 
BlW Signature 7 
Bandor Pictures 
Blue Room Mini Pod 
Bose 301 
Bostl71 
Bose A' mass AM3 11 
Boston Micro 90 Sat 
Boston Micro 80 Sys 

R 
R 

.il 

E 

" ::tJ  
::tl 

::tl 

E 

::tl 

E 
il 

.il 

.il 

il 

.!1 

.il 

B 

i 

il 

i 

::tl 

B 
il 

il 

B 
il 

B 

B 

B 

E. 
B 

238 Boston VR20 
230 Castle Tay 
280 Castle Kondal 
300 Castle Eden 
220 Colostion 2Si 
220 Colostion 30i 
250 Celestion 3Si 
300 Corwin-Voga VS-10 
300 Clements 300si 
299 Dali 1048 
270 Dali 606 
298 Dali Royal 
250 Oaf loch Celsius 
239 Epos ES12 
249 Faraday SG 
249 Faraday Siren 
269 Gll lmagio IC120 
250 GLL lmagio IC130 
279 Heybrook Heylios 
249 Heybrook Heylo 
275 lnlinity SMIOS 
239 Infinity SMUS 
249 lnlinity SM125 
250 Jamo Classic 6 
250 Jamo Cornet 7S 
230 Jamo BX-IOOA 
300 Jamo 98 
280 Jamo 407A 
203 Jamo 0365 
259 Jamo Comet 9S 
230 Jamo Classic 8 
250 Jamo Graphic 
300 Jamo 128 
300 Jamo BX-150A 
219 Jamo Atmosphere 
275 Jamo 477A 
295 JBL LX6 

J8L TLX161 
350 J8L PS8 
480 J8l TLX171 
500 JM lab Micron 
420 JM lab Mopne 
329 Jordan Watts JHFLG 
325 JPW SS553 
425 JPW MLIO!O 
350 JPW Ruby! 
350 JPW Ruby 2 
400 KEF Q35 
400 KEF QSS 
500 KEF ROM One 
500 Keswick Aria 11 
351 KLH 283A 
400 KLH 383A 
380 lllH Model 51 
386 lllH �odel 71 
500 KLH odei62T 
369 
369 

.il Ill 380 Mission 751! E Ill 348 

! Ill 350 Mission 734i .il Ill 499 

il Ill 450 M-A Monitor 3 il Ill 400 

E Ill 470 M-A Monitor 4 il Ill 500 

il Ill 399 Mordaunt-Short MS25i Pearl il Ill 330 

il Ill 449 Mordaunt-Short MS40i il Ill 450 

il Ill 499 Mus Tee Harrier il Ill 400 

il Ill 350 NAO 804 il Ill 400 

i Ill 395 Neat Critique g Ill 385 

.il Ill 370 NHT SuperOno B Ill 358 

il Ill 400 NHT Model l.S B Ill 450 

il Ill 500 Opera Duotto B Ill 395 

i Ill 395 Origin Live OL-IAS B lil 399 

B Ill 499 Ori&in live Monarch B Ill 399 

B Ill 345 Pentac:hord A B Ill 469 

P. Ill 445 Pioneer S-LC2 il Ill 450 

il Ill 400 Polk A8705 ::tl Ill 330 

il Ill 500 Polk RT8 il Ill 400 

B. Ill 389 Polk RTIO il Ill 500 

il Ill 439 Polk ABBOS ::tl Ill 500 

B Ill 350 Pro! Monitor Co TB!S B Ill 366 

il Ill 400 Pro! Monrtor Co T81SM l! l:l 403 

il l:l 500 Pro! Monitor Co TB! B Ill 410 

il Ill 330 Pro! Monitor Co T81M .e Ill 447 

il Ill 330 Pro! Monrtor Co XBI i Ill 499 
il Ill 350 Promenade SP2 i Ill 399 

.il Ill 350 Promenade SP3 il Ill 499 

i Ill 350 QLN Qubic 166 il Ill 400 

.il Ill 400 Rega ELA Mkll il l:l 498 

il Ill 400 Revolver The 260 il l:l 350 

il Ill 400 R Alien Dimension Five 3 il Ill 349 

B Ill 400 R Alien Dimension Five 4 il Ill 429 

.il Ill 450 Rqers GS5 il Ill 379 

il l:l 450 R021rs GS6 il Ill 429 

::tl Ill 480 Roeers GS8 il Ill 479 
.il c 500 Rqers C6/20 B c 499 

il Ill 350 Royd The Squire il Ill 350 
B Ill 400 Royd Minstrel SE il Ill 399 
e Ill 500 Royd Doublet il Ill 485 

il Ill 500 Ruark Icon i c 359 
l! Ill 395 Sequence 400 ::tl l:l 329 

l! Ill 495 Solid Verticale B Ill 400 

B l:l 380 Spendor S2 l! c 399 

il Ill 400 Spendor 2020 i Ill 399 
.il Ill 400 Spendor SI B Ill 499 
E Ill 400 Tannoy Precision P20 il Ill 400 

B Ill 500 TOL RTL 3 il Ill 400 

il Ill 349 TDL RTL 3SE il Ill 450 

il Ill 499 TDL Chiltern B Ill 450 
Ill 499 Technics SB-M300 i Ill 350 
Ill 379 Technics SB-M500 .il Ill 450 

il Ill 310 Totem Mite i Ill 495 
il Ill 335 Triangle Titus TZe a Ill 379 
il Ill 375 Visonik TBIS E Ill 366 
il Ill 420 W'dale Modus Music Six il Ill 330 
il Ill 486 W'dale MFM3 il Ill 350 

::tl Ill 395 W'dale Modus Music Eight .il Ill 430 
il c 330 W'dale MFM5 .il Ill 450 

W'dale Modus Music 1/6 500 

Acoustic Energy AEI-11 l! c 795 
Acoustic Precision Eikos FRI B c 800 
Allison Model 3A a Ill 525 
Audio Gem Emerald il c 540 
Audio Note AN-KID i Ill 620 
Audio Note AN-J/8 a Ill 799 
8&0 Beolab 2500 g Ill 750 
B&W CDMl l! Ill 600 
B&WP4 il l:l 675 
Bose 501 g Ill 700 
Bose SE-5 Ser 11 System il e 760 
Bose A'mass AM5 11 l! e 800 
Boston VR30 il Ill 600 
Boston Micro 90 Sys il Ill 669 
Castle Severn 2 il e 580 
Castle Avon il Ill 730 
Celestion 45i il Ill 599 
Cerwin-Vega VS-12 .il Ill 550 
Cerwin-Ve&a VS-IS il Ill 700 
Chario Syntar lOOT il Ill 550 
Clements 600si il Ill 595 
Dali 107 il Ill 600 
Oali 350 il Ill 600 
Dali 450 il Ill 700 
Oali 109 il Ill 800 
Oaf Tech 8P68 il l:l 750 
Diapason Micra 11 l'. l:l 695 
Dynaudio Applause 50 B e 577 
Epos ES14 l! Ill 675 
Faraday FSIO il Ill 795 
Harbeth BBC LS3!5A g Ill 699 
Harbeth HL -P3ES g Ill 799 
Heybrook Ultima il e 649 
Heybrook Quartet R Ill 649 
Infinity SM155 il l:l 550 
Jamo BX-200A il l:l 530 
Jamo Classic 10 .il Ill 600 
Jamo 507A .il e 700 
J8L lX7 il Ill 550 
l8L TLX181 il Ill 600 
IBL SVA1500 B Ill 700 
JBL L20 g l:l 700 � 
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PRICE GUIDE 

Opera Oivina 11 R l:l 1,500 
Ori&in Live Soveriegn .iJ l:l 975 
Polk LS70 .iJ l:l 1,100 
Polk RT20p .iJ l:l 1,500 
Proac Tablette 50 SIG B l:l 899 
Proac Response 1 SC B l:l 1,199 
Proac Studio 150 .iJ l:l 1,399 
Prot Monitor Co LBl B l:l 935 
Prot Monitor Co AB! B l:l 1,496 
OLN Signature a l:l 1,000 
QLN Signature HDII ]! l:l 1,300 
Rega XEL .iJ l:l 1,040 
RMS Revelation S 1 .iJ l:l 1,199 
Rogers C6/28 .iJ l:l 1,399 
Roksan Ojan 3X .iJ c 995 
Roytl The Albion R l:l 985 
Ruark Broadsword 11 E c 899 
Ruark Paladin .iJ c 1,099 
Shahinian Super EH R c 875 
Shahinian Compass .iJ l:l 1,395 
Sitverado Ryder .iJ c 1,395 
Sonus Faber Minueno R c 898 
Sonus Faber Concerto g c 1,098 
Spendor 2040 .iJ c 899 
Spendor SP2/3E R c 1,050 
Spendor SP1/2E R c 1,390 
T +A TAS 1200E .iJ c 990 
T+A TB 120 .iJ l:l 990 
Tannoy Definition 0300 .iJ l:l 999 
TDl Cheviot .iJ l:l 850 
Technics SB-MlOOO .iJ c 1,500 
Totem Model One E l:l 1,195 
Triangle Antal .iJ l:l 1,099 
Vandersteen 2Ce .iJ c 1,395 
Visonik lBl 935 

Acoustic Energy AEI Sig R c 1,695 
Acoustic Energy AE2 Sig a l:l 1,695 
Aton ll Mk ll .iJ c 1,300 
Ambience Mod 3.2 B c 1,780 
Apertura Tanagra .iJ c 1,895 
Apertura Tanagra Sig_ .iJ l:l 1,395 
ATC SCM20 g c 1,599 
ATC SCM20 Tower .iJ l:l 1,099 
Audio Note AN-E/D a l:l 1,510 
Audio Note AN-E/SPx .!! l:l 1,150 
Audio Physic Spark 2 B l:l 1,749 
Audio Physic Tempo .iJ c 1,999 

JBl PS12 c 750 SD Acoustics SD3R l:l 649 l:l 1,100 Avalon Mon�or B c 1,995 

M Lab Proftl 55 l:l 625 Silverado Raider g c 695 c 1,000 8&0 Beolab 6000 .iJ c 1,550 

JM Lab Opal 59 ti c 750 Sonus Faber Concerti no R c 599 l:l 1,500 8&0 Beolab 8000 .iJ l:l 1,100 

Jontan Watts JH200 R l:l 510 Spendor 2030 .iJ c 599 Diapason Prelude 11 R c 875 8&0 Beolab Ponta 3 .iJ c 1,650 

Jordan Watts JH400 g l:l 565 Spondor lS3!5A g l:l 630 Dynaudio Contour 1.1 R l:l 879 BtW Matrix 804 .iJ l:l 1,695 

JPW Ruby 3 .iJ l:l 800 Spondor SP3/1P B c 795 Dynaudio Contour 1.3 E l:l 1,198 B&W Matrix 803s2 .iJ c 1,495 

K£f lS3J'ja g c 649 T+A TB 100 .iJ l:l 690 Electrocompaniet EC-Qube g l:l 1,195 B&W Matrix 802s3 .iJ l:l 2,995 

K£f ROM Two R c 699 Tannoy Precision P30 .iJ l:l 600 Electrocompaniet EC-Qube SE a l:l 1,495 Bose 901 VI R c 1,650 

KEF 065 .iJ c 799 Tannoy Definition DlOO E l:l 689 Epos ES22 ±I s l.l85 Boston lynfield 300l g c 2,000 

Keswick Volante .iJ c 719 Tannoy Precision P40 .iJ l:l 800 Harbeth Hl-K6 .!. c 1,049 Bravura Virtuoso Bronze .iJ j)J 2,995 

Kllt Modei82Ta .iJ c 690 TDl T-line 2 .iJ c 550 Harbeth HL-Compact 7 R c 1,499 Car<er AL-lllP .iJ 0 1,999 

linn Tukan Passive e c 550 TDl Cotswold .iJ c 650 Harbeth BBC LS5/12A B c 1,499 Cary SP-301 .iJ c 2,295 

Linn Keilidh Passive .iJ c 750 TDl RTl 4 .iJ s 650 Heybrook Sextet .iJ s 1,199 Colestion A3 .iJ c 2,399 

Manticore Minaret .!1 s 690 TDL T-Une 3 .iJ c 700 Impulse Kora .iJ j)J 1,150 Colestion Kingston .iJ c 2,500 

Meridian A500 .iJ s 750 Totem Rokk g l:l 695 Jamo lOll .iJ c 900 Chont lS5/12A l! l:l 1,595 

M&K S-85 .!. s . 700 Triangle Comete TZe g s 525 Jamo Concert 8 .iJ s 1,300 Chont CEl 201 g c 1,130 

Mission 7521 .iJ c 578 Triangle lunn .iJ c 550 IBL l40 R s 1,000 Chont CEl 202 .iJ s 2,375 

Mission 1351 .iJ c 650 Trian&le Zephyr .iJ s 799 JBL PS15 .iJ c 1,000 Chont CEl 301 .iJ c 1,840 

Mission 7531 .iJ c 798 W'dale MFM7 650 JBL lBO .iJ s 1,250 Ctements Relerence 7 .iJ e 1,995 

M-A Studio 2SE s c 600 JBL l90 .iJ s 1,500 Credo SPB 003 .iJ c 1,820 

M-A 700 PMC £ c 600 Acoustic Energy AE2 -11 R c 1,095 JM Lab Profil 77 .iJ c 1,050 Credo SPB 009 .iJ c 2,453 

M-A 702PMC R c 700 Acoustic Solutions Eight g c 1,100 JM Lab P.S 5.1 R c 1,150 Dati Grand Coupe .iJ l:l 1,500 

M-A l03PMC .iJ s 800 Alon I Mk 11 .iJ c 1,500 JM Lab Spectral 909.1 .iJ c 1,375 Dot Tech BP2002 .iJ c 1,400 

Mordaunt-Short MS50i .iJ s 550 Ambience Mod. 4.0 R s 1,185 Ionian Watts !HI+ 1 .iJ s 995 Diapason Adamantes 11 R e 1,895 

Mus Tee Falcon .iJ l:l 575 Apertura Prima .iJ c 910 IPW Ruby 4 .iJ c 1,000 Dynaudio Contour 1.8 .iJ s 1,841 
Nairn Intra ±I c 660 Apertura Agora E. c 1,095 KEF 075 .iJ s 999 Dynaudio Crattt g e 1,598 
Neat Mystique .iJ c 575 Aportura Nova .iJ c 1,195 KEF Ref. Model One .iJ s 1,199 Dynaudio Contour 3.0 .iJ c 1,930 
Neat Petite 11 0 c 745 ATC SCMIO g e 999 Kelly KT3 .iJ s 1,100 ECA Sorto A.2 .iJ c 2,450 
Opera Seconda R l:l 595 Audio Note AN-J/D s s 930 Keswick Torino ±I s 999 ElS Res'ch Vision .iJ 0 1,800 
Opera Operetta 11 a c 770 Audio Note AN-K/SPx g c 1,060 Koswick Figaro Evolution g s 1,099 Epos ES25 .iJ e 1,655 
Opera Platea .iJ c 795 Audio Note AN-E/8 .iJ c 1,199 Koswick Milano .iJ c 1,199 Epos ES30 .iJ l:l 2,385 

Ori&in Uve Resolution R l:l 731 Audio Note AN-J/SPx g l:l 1,415 Keswick Leaato .iJ c 1,199 Gamma Epoch Ret Five .iJ c 2,999 

Ori&in Live Victory .iJ c 750 Audio Physic Step E. c 1,299 Keswick Amber .iJ c 1,499 Harbeth Hl-S8 il e 1,999 
Pontachont B g s 519 AVI Positron .iJ s 899 Linn Tukan Aktiv a s 1,050 Helius Syrius 11 .iJ e 2,395 
Pontachont Pentode .iJ l:l 719 8&0 Beolab 4000 .iJ s l,IOO Linn Keilidh Aktiv .iJ c 1,250 • 

Helius Syrius I .iJ l:l 1,850 
Polk RT12 .iJ c 600 B&W P5 .iJ s 875 L Voice Auditorium .iJ j)J 1,300 Hi Q Sound SM108 .iJ l:l 1,000 

Polk RT16 .iJ e 799 B&W CDM7 .iJ s 1,000 lowther Accolade 2 .iJ j)J 1,199 Homing Aristophane .iJ j)J 2,600 
Polk LSSO .iJ s 800 B&W DM604 .iJ s 1,000 lumloy IJM3.5 .iJ c 1,050 Impulse Lali .iJ j)J 1,850 
Proac Tablette 50 i c 599 B&W P6 .iJ l:l 1,095 Magneplanar SMG-C SE ±I 0 990 Jamo Concert 11 .iJ c 2,000 
Proac Studio 100 R c 699 B&W Matrix 805 V g c 1,095 Magnoplanar MG-0,6 SE .iJ 0 1,370 JBl llOO .iJ s 1,750 
Promenade SP4 .iJ l:l 650 Bandor Trident i c 846 Meridian Arpnt 1 R c 995 JM Lab Spectral 913.1 .iJ c 1,850 
QlN Classic One g c 800 Bandor Mora .iJ c 1,260 M&K S-125 g c 1,150 JM Lab Antea .iJ l:l 1,850 
Quad lOl B c 600 Bandor Bandora .iJ s 1,340 Mission 7 541 .iJ c 1,298 Jontan Watts JH2K .iJ c 2,810 
Roprs GS9 .iJ c 579 Bose A' mass AM7 R s 900 M-A Studio 12 .iJ s 1,000 KEF Ref. Model Two .iJ l:l 1,599 
Rogers LS3/5A g c 699 Bose 701 g s 1,000 M-A 705PMC .iJ c 1,400 KEF Rot. Model Three .iJ s 1,999 
Roprs C6/25 .iJ c 799 Boston VR40 .iJ c 1,000 Montaunt-Short Por1820 ±I c 1,495 Unn Kaber Passive .iJ c 1,000 
Roksan ROKone 1 g l:l 595 Castle Harlech .iJ c 880 Mus Tee Condor il s 1,000 linn Kaber Aktiv .iJ e 1,640 

Roksan Ojan 3 .iJ c 795 Casile Howard 52 .iJ l:l 1,100 Mus Tee Hawk .iJ l:l 1,150 lowther Fidelio .iJ j)J 1,999 

Royd The Sorcerer g s 595 Celestion AI R c 899 Mus Tee Ea&le .iJ c 1,500 lowther Academy .iJ j)J 1,399 

Royd Abbot .iJ s 695 Coltstion A2 .iJ c 1,499 Halm Credo .iJ s 1,060 lowther Bel Canto .iJ j)J 2,699 
Ruark Tomplar 11 .iJ s 599 Cerwin-Vtga Al-1000 .iJ s 1,100 NHT VT-1.2 .iJ c 999 Lumley IJM2 Mk3 .iJ c 1,995 

Ruark Sceptre g c 599 Corwin-Vtga 1515 .iJ s 1,300 Opera Callas 11 R c 950 Magneplanar MG-10 SE .iJ 0 1,650 

Ruark Talisman 11 .iJ c 749 Chario Academy 1 e s 1,300 Opera Terza .iJ l:l 999 Magnoplanar MG-1,5 SE .iJ 0 1,780 
Ruark Proloaue Ono .iJ c 799 elements Reference 1 E. c 995 Opera Callas Gold g c 1,050 Magneplanar MG-2,7 SE .iJ 0 1,650 
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Mantkore Matisse .iJ � 1,890 Audio Physic Avanti 2 .iJ � M-A Studio 60 .iJ � 6,000 Jamo SW600e <tll 530 
Martin-Lopn Aerius i .iJ 0 2,299 Audio Physic Caldera .iJ � Naim DBL Active :tl � 7,414 IBL CM6 g 200 
Meridian M60 R � 2,150 Audio Physic Medea .iJ � Noolith NEO 2 i � 3,499 IBL PSW800 g 275 
M-A Studio 20SE .iJ � 1,200 Avalon Avatar .iJ � Hoomh NEO 3 .iJ � 4,999 IBL Sub 10 g 300 

ordaunt-Short Pert 860 .iJ � 1,895 Avalon Arcus .iJ � NHT Model 3.3 :tl � 3,500 JBL PSWIOOO g 315 
Monlaunt-Short Pert 880 .iJ � 2,795 Avalon Eclipse .iJ � Parapn Recent .iJ � 3,490 IBL PSW!200 g 375 
Maim SBL Active .iJ � 1,830 Avalon Radian .iJ � Proac Response 3.5 :tl � 4,250 IPW Subwoofer 130 
Naim SBL Passive .iJ � 1,970 Avalon Osiris .iJ � Proac Response 5 :tl � 9.000 IPW SW40 <tll 199 
Neolith NEO I B � 2,999 B&W Matril80!s3 .iJ � Proac Response 4 .iJ � 12.000 IPW SW60 <tll 350 
NHT VT-2 .iJ � 1,600 B&W Silver Signature � Pro! Monitor Co MBIP i � 4,370 JPW SW-120 <tll 500 
Opera Caruso 11 .iJ � 2,350 B&W Nautilus � Pro! Monnor Co 885 A i � 16,688 KEF Model 208 g 349 
Origin Live Conqueror .iJ � 1.650 Bandor Bandoline � QLN Artec 1600 .iJ � 5,000 KEF Model 30B g 499 
Paragon Jubilee .iJ � 1,995 Bandor Bandora/Mora � Quad ESL63 .iJ 0 �,450 KEF Model AV! g fil}32,499 
Pentachonl P'column .iJ � 1,649 Boston Lynfield 500l � Rehdeko RKI25 i � 3,200 KenWilOd SW500 250 
Polk LS90 .iJ � 1,700 Bravura Virtuoso Silver tn Rehdeko RK145 i � 4,800 Keswick ARo 1,299 
PosseR Albatross .iJ tn 2,500 Bravura Virtuoso Gold tn Rehdeko RK175 I! � 8,800 KLH ASWI0-100 g 350 
Proac Response 2S g � 2,000 Bravura Virtuoso Reference tn Revel Gem i � 5,295 KLH ASW12-120 <tll 380 
Proac Studio 250 .iJ � 2,249 Bravura Accelerando tn Rockport Syzygy .iJ � 15,000 Linn AV5150 g 2,850 
Proac Response 2.5 .iJ � 2,700 Chario Academy 3 Junior � Rockport Procyon .iJ � 32,500 l Voice RW24 11,500 
Pro! Monitor Co IBIS B � 2,099 Chario Academy 3 � Shahinian Hawk .iJ � 4.995 Meridian M2500 g 1,595 
QLH Prestige .iJ � 1,600 Credo SPB 012 � Shahinian Diapason .iJ � 8,895 M&K VX-7Mkll @ 450 
QLN Si&. Splitfield B � 1,600 Credo SOL 001 � Shun Mook Sella Voce .iJ � 6,800 M&KV-75 MKII g 650 
QLN Roference .iJ � 2,000 Dali Grand � Sonus Faber Electa Amator B � 3,293 M&KY-125 @ 800 
QlN Reference HDII .iJ � 2,500 Del Tech BP2000 � Sonus Faber Extrema g � 6,500 M&KV-125 <THXJ g mJ3 800 
Rehdeko RK115 R � 1,700 Dynaudio Contour 2.8 � Sound-Lab Dynastat :tl 0 3,790 M&K MX-70 g 900 
Roprs LS5/9 B � 1,549 Dynaudio Contour 3.3 � Sound-Lab Aura :tl 0 6,490 MU MX-150 (THX) g mJ3 1,500 
Ruark Crusader 11 .iJ � 1,599 Dynaudio Confidence 3 � Sound-Lab Pristine Ill+ :tl 0 7,990 M&K MX-200 g 1,800 
Ruark Equinox E � 1,849 Dynaudio Confidence 5 � Sound-Lab A-3 ..iJ 0 11,990 M&K MX-300 <tl>OD3 2,500 
Ruark Accolade .iJ � 2.699 Dynaudio Consequence � Sound-Lab URimate 11 :tl 0 13,950 M&K MX-5000 (THX) Oon3 2.900 
SD Acoustics SOS .iJ � 1,549 Electrofluidics Sonolith 2.2xi � Sound-Lab A-I :tl 0 i3,990 Mission 73AS @ 450 

0 Acoustics SOlE .iJ � 2,995 ElS Res'ch Vista 0 Sound-Lab URimate lll .iJ 0 18,950 Mission 75AS @ 548 
Shahinian Arc .iJ � 1,875 ELS Ros'ch Illusion M kif 0 Sound-Lab Unimate I :tl 0 23,950 Monlaunt-Short T2DOO g 500 
Shahinian Obelisk .iJ � 2,695 Fase Evoluzione Aria � Spendor SP9/l :tl � 3,450 Mus Tee Sub 0 650 
Silverado Silverado I e. � 1,995 Genesis 400 � T+A AD4 .ti � 3,940 Muse Model 22 @ 1,890 
Sonus Faber Minima Amator .i. � 1,566 Genesis V � T+A A03 .iJ � 4,660 Muse Model 18 g ,790 
Sound-Lab Quantum .iJ 0 2,150 Genesis 300 � T+A AD2 :tl � 8,590 Neat Gravitas 1,095 
�pond or SP7 /1 .iJ � 1.990 Homing Agathon tn Tannoy Edinburgh TW .iJ tn 3,250 NHT SW2Pi 609 
Spendor SPIOO .iJ � 2,099 I mpulse Ta'us tn Tannoy Definition 0900 :tl � 3,999 Polk PSWSO g 350 
T+A TB 140 .iJ � 1,680 lnfin"r Sigma � Tannoy GRF Memory TW .iJ � 4,000 Polk PSWISO <tll 500 
Tannoy Definition 0500 .iJ � !,999 lntin"r Epsilon � Tannoy Westminster TW .iJ CD 6,600 Polk PSW300 <tll 750 

'Tannoy Stirling TW .iJ � 2,200 Jamo Oriel � Tannoy Canterbury 15 TW .iJ tn 7,720 REL QSO g 375 
Tannoy Definition 0700 .iJ � 2,500 IBl S2600 � Tannoy Westminster Royal .iJ tn 14,920 REl Q-IOOE g 495 
TDL Studio Monitor-m .iJ � 2,750 JBl S3100 � TDL Rei Standard-m .iJ � 6,000 REl Strata If g 575 
Totem Mann-2 R � 2,795 JM Lab Alcor � Trian&fe Nemo ARiar :tl � 4,250 'REl Storm 0 695 
Trian&fe Zays .iJ � 1,750 JM Lab Utopia � Wilson Audio Cub .iJ � 5,495 REL Stadium If g 995 
Trian&fe Altinis .iJ � 2,250 IM Lab Grande Utopia � Wilson Audio WATT 5 i � 8,750 REL Stentor If g !,800 
Triangle Extan .iJ � 2,950 Ionian Watts IH5K � Wilson Audio WITT i � 8,888 REL Studio I! g 4,000 
Wllson Benesch Stand-in 2,000 Ionian Watts JHIOK � .iJ � 3,800 Revel Sub-IS g 2,195 

KEF Ref. Model Four � � 6,400 Revolver The Recoil 100 
Acoustic Energy AE5 .iJ � 7,995 Keswick Zero 2 � R Alien Gold Sub @ 149 
Alon IV Mk If .iJ � 3,495 Linn Keltik Aktiv � R Alien Dim'n Active @ 499 
Alon Lotus SE .iJ � 3,495 L Voice Air Scout tn R Alien Magnum Active g 699 
AlonV Mk lll .iJ � 4,995 L Voice Air Partner S 

tn Roe:ers AB! 549 
Alon Adriana i � 8,500 Lowther Delphic tn Roe:ers Sub-bass g 679 
Alon Circa .iJ � 9,995 Lowther Opus One tn Roksan Ojan 3S 795 
Alon Phalanx .iJ � 19,000 Lumley L/M 2 Sig. Mk3 � Sequence FW120 249 
Ambience Mod 5.0 .iJ � 9,550 Magneplanar MG-3.5SE 0 Solid PB!OO <tll 350 
Apertura Athena .iJ � 4,395 Magneplanar MG-20 SE P 0 Sony SA-WIOI <tll 230 
Apertura AHante .iJ � 6,995 Magneplanar MG-20 SE A 0 Sunfire True Sub g ,450 
ATC SCM20A � 3,049 Martin-Lopn Sl3 0 Tannoy 625AlFie g 600 
ATC SCMSO .iJ � 3.750 Martin-lopn CLS llz 0 TOL Nucleus SBR 200 
re SCMIOO .iJ � 4,499 Martin-logan Re-Quest 0 Trian&fe SATIII g 650 
TC SCM50A .iJ � 5,250 Martin-logan Monolith S 0 V.lodyne VA-68XII 0 399 
re SCMIOOA .iJ � 5,999 Martin-Lopn Monolith IIIP 0 V.lodyne VA-79XII g 499 

ATC SCM200A .iJ � 12,999 Martin-Loe:an Monolith IIIXPB 0 V.lodyne VA-810XII g 599 
ATC SCM300A .iJ � 14,999 Meridian DSP5000 � V.lodyne VA-1012XII @ 700 
Audio Note AN-lSE Silver R � 7,900 Meridian OSP5500 � V.lodyne VA-1215XII g 999 
Audio Note AN-ESE Silver � 9,600 Meridian OSP6000 � V.lodyne FSR-12 g 
Audio Physic Virgo 2 � 3,399 M-A Studio 50 � Velodyne FSR-15 g 

V.lodyne F-180011 @ 
W'dale Modus Sub Bass 
W'dale Modus Powered Sub 0 
Wilson Audio Puppy 5.1 
Wilson Audio Whow Ill 
Yamaha YST-SW40 
Yamaha YST-SWBO 
Yamaha YST-SW150 
Yamaha YST-SW300 

Alon Poseidon 
AMC BI-211 
ATC SCM 0.1/15 
Audio Physic Terra 
8&W AS6 
B&W Matrix SOOASW 
B&W Matrix 800ASW 
Boston CR400 
Boston VRSOO 
Boston VR2000 
Celestion CS135 
Celestion CSW Mkll 0 
Celestion Sli 0 
Cerwin-Vega HT-lOO 
Cerwin-Vega HT-120 
Credo SDC 001 0 
GLL LE Bass 0 
11/1( Cn.tion 7.4 am 
lnfin"r SSW-10 
Jamo 860SW 

<tll 
0 
0 .... 
0 
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795 
995 

# 2,500 
# 1,950 

1,995 
1,695 
2,650 

549 
1,495 

750 
1,250 

500 
1,500 

595 
® 895 
® 995 
® 109 
® 146 
® 174 
® 598 
® 1,040 
® 450 

# 550 
# 800 

® 800 
® 1,100 

# 1,600 
® 109 
® 174 
® 598 

# 6,000 
Tabriz ® 320 
Tabriz Zi ® 420 
Artemiz ® 895 

3009 Ser ll lmp ® 309 
3009 S2 Ser ll lmp 338 895 
Series 11 3009-R 514 Micromqa Minium FM Mk2 329 
Series 11 3010-R 526 Micromega Tuner 750 
Series 11 3012-R 565 Mission Cyrus FM7 400 
309 689 Musical Fidelity E50 300 
310 705 NAD 412 190 
312 802 NAD 414RDS RDS 250 

983 NAD 110 270 
1,461 NAD 112 330 
3,000 Nairn NAT03 595 
3,250 Nairn NAT02 1,080 

795 Nairn NATO! 1.730 
950 Onkyo T 4210RDS P30 RDS 180 

1,350 Onkyo T 409 P30 230 
469 Onkyo T 411RDS P30 RDS 260 
549 Pioneer F-204RDS P30 RDS 140 

Pink Triangle Tarantella 575 
01 Pro-Ject 6/Sumiko 01 • 850 
01 Rega Planar 9 01 • 1.598 

Moth Kanoot Mk3 Arm 01 Reson RSIM 01 • 600 
NAD 533 01 • Reson Rota I 01 • 3,900 
N'ham Interspace Rockport Capella 11 7,000 
Pioneer Pl-J2500-C 01 • 80 Rockport Sirius Ill 01 50,000 
Pioneer PL-990 01 • 130 Roksan TMS 2,750 
Pro-Ject 0.5/0MIO 01 • 160 SME Model 20/2 3,403 
Pro-Ject 1/510 01 • 200 SME Model 20/2A 01 4.863 
Pro-Ject 2/520 01 • 300 SME Model 30/2 10,675 
Pro-Ject 6/MCI5 0t • 450 SME Model 30/2A 01 12,135 
Rqa Planar 78 01 214 Stratosphere STI 6,500 
Rega Planar 2 01 214 Technics Sl-1200LTD 01 700 
Rega Planar 3 01 274 Thorens TD-146 VI TP50 01 550 
Roksan Radius 470 Thorens TD-2001 TP90 01 700 

Pioneer F-504RDS P40 RDS 250 Sherwood PM8550 01 • 130 Thorens TD-520 SME 1,050 
Pioneer F-504RDS Precision P40 RDS 300 Sony PS-U150H 01 • 90 Well Tempered Record Player 01 1,850 
Quad 77FM P25 RDS 700 Sony PS-U300H 01 • 150 Well Tempered Classic 01 2,980 
Rqa Radio P24 229 Systemdek 11920 136 Well Tempered Super 01 3,900 
Roksan Caspian P50 495 Systemdek 111(1900 01 230 Well Tempered Reference 01 5,300 
Rote! RT-935AX P20 160 Systemdek 1/920/Moth 01 235 Wilson Benesch Circle 795 
Rote! RT-9908X P16 500 Systemdek IIXE/900Ap 388 Wilson Benesch WB Turntable 1.775 
Sony ST-SEZOO P30 100 Systemdek 960 500 Wilson 8enesch Full Circle 01 • 1,995 
Sony ST-SE300 P30 RDS 120 Systemdek 2X2 500 
Sony ST-SE500 P30 RDS 140 Technics SL-JIIOD 01 • 120 
Sony ST-SEJOO P30 RDS 180 
Sony ST-SA3ES P30 RDS 250 
T +A TI200R RDS 745 

Technics SL-8D20 01 • 160 
Technics Sl-8022 01 • 180 Remember Technics SL-1210Mkll 01 400 

rue T-R400 P20 120 Technics Sl-!200Mkll 01 400 
rue T-H500 P30 RDS 170 
TEAC T8-XIO P20 RDS 400 

Thorens TD-180 AT9! 01 • 190 that all entries Thorens T0-280 IV/UK 01 • 210 
Technics ST-GT350l P30 130 Thorens TD-166 VI/UK/R8 01 400 
Technics ST-GT550l P39 RDS 
Technics ST-GT650l P39 RDS 
Thorens TRT-2000 P59 RDS 

Thorens TD-318 Ill TP50 500 

printed 
• 

RED 
995 

ID 
Audio Note AN-TT 2 

Yamaha TX-480L P40 
Yamaha TX-492RDS P40 
Yamaha TX-590RDS P40 

Audio Note AN-TT 3 1,995 

refer to hi-fi Audiomeca Romance 01 1,895 
Audiomeca Jl 3,500 
Basis 2001 2,750 

products Basis Ovation 11 4,800 
Basis Debut Gold Std Ill 7,200 
Basis Debut Gold Vacuum 9,250 
Chantry QT level 2 01 705 that we have Clearaudio Evolution 01 • ,790 
Clearaudio Reference ,990 
DNM-Reson Rota I 01 • 3,900 reviewed. DNM-Reson Rota 2 01 • .600 
Impulse Moskito 01 695 
Kuzma Stabi ,950 

Turn to page Kuzma Stabi Reference 3,750 
linn LPI2 Basik poo 
linn LPI2 lingo ,750 

114 for a full Manticore Mantra 97 595 
Manticore Mantra 895 
Manticore Magister 4,400 

Kremlin 
Audio Note AN-TT t 349 

Dynalab FTII 
Dual CS435-I 01 • 150 

Oynaiab FT-IOIA 
Dual CS455 01 • 190 

Dynalab Etude 
Dual 505-4 UK 01 • 250 

Dynalab 108 
EclipseTT430 01 • 70 

ST-57 
Genmalab-110 01 • 60 

ST-65 
Genma Lab-810 01 • 70 

ST-17 
KD-492F 01 • 100 

504 

Marantz TT-1000 6,000 summary Michell Gyrodek 825 
Michell Orbe ,950 
N'ham Spacedeck 750 of test results! N'ham Graphic 1,200 
N'ham HyperSpacedeck 1,500 
N'ham Mentor 2,600 
N'ham Anna Log 5,500 
Oracle Paris 1,100 
Oracle Delphi 3,370 
Oracle Delphi 15th Anniv 3,800 
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UNE INPUTS, Amount of input- for non-vinyl soo<ees such 

as CO p�ye<s. tuners and cassette decks. 

MM PHONO INPIJT, ff an amp has a vinyl phono input for moving 

magnet (normal output) cartridges. 

T 
he amplifier sits at the heart of the system, processing the outputs 
from the various music sources as necessary and then driving 
the loudspeakers. These two (quite separate) functions are 

integrated into a single box at the low-to-middle price points, but become 
separated into preamps and power amplifiers. Even separate power 
supplies become increasingly common as one moves upmarl<et. 
Bear in mind that output power and sound quality are not necessarily 

related. Some of the finest amplifiers available have outputs as low as 
12 Watts, but team them with high-efficiency loudspeakers and you can 
achieve loudness aplenty. 
Power output is equally no indication of sound quality. 

� Bestbuy 4 Recommended 

MC PHONO INPIJI ff an amp has a vin� phono inpul for 
moving coil (�output) cartridges. 

POWfROIITl'IJT(W), l.abtesled-oulpulinWat!sperchanrol. 

RECEIVER, ff an amp has a bui� in ra<l� tuner 

information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original 

riMew appeared. REMOTE CONTROl, ff amp is couch �to ready. 

HEADPIIONE SOCIIH ff an amp is can friend�. 

FACTSBACII NUMBER, The Factsback reference lor ordering a lax 

copy ol lhe review. Use lhe contenls page to find lhe Factsback 

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
Product Price(£) Corn ments "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' "f' 

Alchemist Maxim 319 Vivid and colourtul sounding amp that's just too bold and brassy e 30 1737 154 
.-.:A:.::Ic::.:h:.:.e::.:m:.:.is'-t K:.:. r;;;akc::e:.:: nc;A.:..:P D::.:6 ::.:A _ _.::.c57-" 9--'C:.:o-'-m"'pa:.:c :.::t. "'w"'ith.:..: D:..::arth Vader styling, yet sound quality is surprisingly meek and mild, de.-'-sp"'it:.:.e-=.st ::.:ro::.:n,_g -'-m-"id=.: ba::.:n::._ d ""dy::.:n::.:am-'- i.:..:cs'--- --' 5 _ _ •'---l�'---;--,;--+5'-'5::.:_;_ ___ ::.:17-'-5 
Alchemist Nemesis 700 Good if ultimately undistinguished amplifier whose strengths include warmth, authority and distinctive aesthetics --- --=-6�-7-! --;--.;-

-...:8:..:.0�--;.-1 --�.:1:..:.68"-
4 AM C 3025a 130 Surprisingly potent and easy on the ear, if not especially analytical. Classic bargain basement material in fact 4 e I e e e 30 I 171 
4 :.::A�M::.:C::.:3�0=50�a� ____ _.::.cl 7� 0-� �::.:re� m=en::.:d:..:.ou:.:s-=v::.:al::.:ue.:..:f:..:.or-=m::.:o� ne�y� , a� n�d�a ::.:fu� ll ,�b� ig� , i� f =ra::.: th=er-=u�ni� nf:.:.or:.::m:.:. a::.:tiv :.:.e-=. so.:..: u:.::nd�

�
-

�
-

�
-

���
-
�

-
���4--'e��� ·�-'·�i -•�-4�5���-�1�6� 7_ 

AMC CVT3030a 400 Beer-budget valve amp, with quintessentially valve-like virtues (euphony with dynamics) and vices (system de.,pe:::.n::.de:::. nc::- cy,_ , ::.:no::.::is::::e)-'-6::..__•=-l;--:-----c:--=•'---'-"30� __ 1 _-=.16� 8:_ 
Arcam Alpha 7 260 Decent, if slightly system-fussy amplifier that generally pulls all the right strings 5 e � !. e 40 1 67 

:.::A:.::r=ca::.:m:_: A"'Ip:::h::_a �8 _____ .:.:36:.:0_....: E""nj. :.<oy..::ab:.: - 1Yc.:S:.:.oft:.:. -.:.:ce"'nt::.:re:.::.d ::.:am"'p"'-'-"w= on't . frighten the animals. Upgradeable via preamp output, and R/C (no"-t s"'u"' pp"-li.:..:ed"-) -----'5-+-'.'-+
-
l -+-r--:•--r-JS0=---1--'-18'-'5-'- 3-"1"- 62"-

4 Arcam Alpha 9 500 Not quite as much a star as the Alpha 9/9 P combo, the solo integrated is nevertheless colourtul and explicitly det"'a-"ile:.::.d __ -'-1 7'---'I'---'-1 -'-•-=--;J---=•=--� 1 70.:.___ '----'-16'-' 8'-
4 _A::.:u...:. d.-.:.io_A_na'-l_,og,_u _e _P _uc_c _in_i __ 450 __ S_uc:... pe_rbly_,_f_in_is _hed-'-. t

-,-
he_ n_e _w _e _nby_,__-level Aud1o Analogue pertorms way,_o:.:u::..t ::.:of::.:rt::..s =cl::.:as:.::s ___________ _._-=5'-+-•"---ii:-•=--;��-- 4:" 0=----:-::-:-::L:.: 1]17� 5-

4 Audio Innovations Alto 300 Probably because of a lack of deep bass, thrs stylish amp sounds open, natural and relaxed 6 I 35 1540 138 
Audio Note Ongaku 56,000 A single-ended, zero negative feedback triode, line-level amplifier and a half. Probably the best amplifier in the world 3 I 26 C91 

4 Audio Note Oto SE 1,500 Transparent, dynamic, clear and subtle, but limited power ___ 4 I • 24 I 126 
Audio lab BOOOLX 470 Well built, minimalist entry level model ultimately lacks bottle and pizzazz 6 , I ! • 60 175 

4 Audiolab BOOOA 500 The 8000A remains a highly disciplined and mature-sounding amp 5 • I • i • 60 158 1 140 
4 _A_u_di _o l_ab _B_ O _OO_S _____ 7

3
o
5
_o
0
_ Informative in every sense, only a slight lack of bite detracts. Perhaps Audiolab's best yet' 

--------",-'-65 -;lr-�-��---.l :
--

•
:-

+
-
l •�-:-:
67
"

'o0-,--t-
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_
75-'-

4
4
0
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4
8 Aura VAIOO 11 Big and smooth, yet slightly disjointed sound was equally familiar 

4 AVI S2000MI 999 Fine, detailed amplifier with excellent timing and strong control of a wide range o'-f-'lo-'- ud'-'s'- pe'- a-'ke_r...:.lo _ad:.:: s _____ __ �s-.--+-l --i,__•___,. __ l0_0 __ 1 ___ 17_5_ 
Bryston 8-60 1,249 Build quality can't be faulted, but the lazy bass and opaque treble bracket an articulate._:m:.:: i= db:. ::a::.:nd::... ::. :Co::.:m:.::e=- s w::.:i= thc::2:.::.0"ye:.:: a'-'r ge::u::.: ar::.:an.:::te:.: e-'-"- 5--.\--' -l--=•:__;..-'•=--.::.:6:.::.0_--i-- --"l'-7 5"-

4 Cambridge Audio A3i 200 Maximum information design, with plenty of usable and reasonably refined po wer. A snip 4 • i 60 I 167 
4 Cop land CSA8 945 Sophisticated yet transparent, this is one of those amplifiers that sounds good even when the gloss has worn off 5 I I 60 168 
4 Cop land CSA14 1,199 Great sound and looks, but watch out for high capacitance cables 4

5 
• 

11 ll I 
60 1416 148 :.::._---------------+---! 

1 10 ' I 175 Credo IM P702 850 Old fashioned looking, but bags of clarity and precision, though it can sound brash .i:.:n_::th:.:.e...:.w::.:ro::.:ng=sy::.:st::..em"'--- --- ---:---:
--:-----c;--

+'--:---:---.,..:.:-=--Creek 4330 279 Compact, even pretty, but sounds dark and uninviting, with coarse treble and woompy bass 5 • 40 I 171 
4 Denon PMA-250SE 160 This amp can sound rough when extended, but within its limits it is open, detailed and likeable 5 I I I e 30 171 
4 Denon PMA-350SE 200 Reinvented in the minimalist tradition, the new SE model is a control freak, but can sound wondertul 5 I e 50 1856 162 

Denon PMA-425R 230 Well-equipped and generally enjoyable but slightly ragged pertormer. You can do better ---- - '-3 _...:.e_,
__
l ---ic...:.•-+

-'•:.___4:.:.5 ____ ':-'1.:...67� 
Denon PMA-725R, 350 Warm, bold, up-front presentation, but musically unexciting 5 e I e e • 97 ,1802 157 

4 Densen Beat B- 100 Mk l l  650 High 'air guitar' factor, and can punch outside its weight, but check to ensure it will complement the rest of your system 5 L 60 175 
_D"'P"-A'-'R"'e"'na "-is :..:s.c.an.:.:c...:.e ___ __...:..59�5 � D PA's first integrated amp is typically innovative, but a little too 'crisp 'n dry' for our tastes 5 • I e ! 40 i 1582 1 40 
__:E:::M.::F...:.A:::ud::.:i-=- o�S e.:..:q c::u::.:el ____ 4::.:5:.::.0_ Relaxed and restrained design from Mike Creek 5 e I e 50 109 
_Ex

?
'po=s:::u :..:re...:.XX::.:...::S"'up:.:e
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.:rised, unexciting sound. Good coherence and rhythm Best played loud 6 I 55 1743 154 

4 E lectrocompaniet ECI -2 � 50 watt amplifier which sounds more powertul, and makes real sounding music in real sounding acoustic spaces 4 i 50 J 175 
Gamma Acoustics Gemini 699 Genuine single-ended triode design, but low power, mundane sound and poor build 3 I 12 1416 148 

4 Harman/Kardon HK610 180 Lively and friendly sound, but could prove too exciting for the faint hearted 1 6 e I � e 30 11465 149 
4 -'H.:.:a::.:rm�a"'n'-'/lla=rd...:.o...:.n::.:H-= K6'-'2-'- 0 _ _,_2:.c5...:.0_ Capable and musical amplifier which is among the nicest available at the price. Optional add-rn MM/MC board available 6 I e e 40 1858 162 

.-.:H:.:a::.:rm�
a:.:n
::c/

Ka
=

rd:.:o.::.n c.:H.:.:K6:..: 4 :.:.0 _ _ 4::.:0:.::0 _ _:B::.: re :.:.e :;.zy:...:, n"'im"'b�le.:..: s:.:.o::.:un:.:.d:::in,_g ::.:am"' p"-, =la::.:ck:.::.s grip and fortitude- it can sound artificial and insubstantial 6 ! • 55 1542 138 
Jolida 202 695 Well-built and technically accomplished, affordable valve integrated with subtle and refined, if not qurte gripping sonic pertormance 4 i 40 168 
JVC AX-V4 200 Respectable pertormance for a Pro-Logic AV amplifier. Lacks resolution and sparkle, though -------;--' 5'-t-•

=
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c
•:-+ •

=
-J:--

=
•=--..::63::..__::.: 1:.::.80:.:5::.:.:.:15:.: 7_ 

JVC AX-R5 200 Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; but let down by superticiality 5 e ! e e 45 1466 149 
4 Kenwood KA-3020SE 200 Not a brilliant phono stage, but this is a lively, exuberant sounding._a_m_,_p_v_ia _ C_D ____________ ---''--5�-•-+

-
1 --!-f

-
•-;-5_0 _ __;;_11_3_0_1_3_ 4 

Kenwood KA-5090R 300 Large, well equipped and high tech integrated, but TRAITR output still gives a harsh, unsubtle pertormance 5 e I e e e 1 65 171 
K re l l  Digita l K AV-300i 2,550 EISA Award winner with balanced inputs and AV friendly outlook, sound is confident and three-dimensional (Statements) 5 I 150 1825 160 
LFD Integrated Zero 549 Lively and brisk, but at the same time cold and unsympathetic 6 I 50 1584 140 

_,L::-
in_ n_M_ a_,_ ji

-:-
:k-'-( P:

:c
h
:-
o _no...:.) ___ :

:-:
80::- 0_ The cornerstone of Linn's modular hi-fi system is innovative, but sounds vague and confused 5 e I e I e 33 1013 129 

4 Magnum IA120 265 Mirror fmish amplifier with a bold, colourtul delivery, but needs careful system matching to avoid loss of focus and clarity 6 I e 65 171 
4 Magn um IA170 330 G1ves a reahst1c sense of mstruments playmg Within a very believable acoustic, preserves colour and dynamics well 6 I e 96 1260 142 
4 Magn um IA-200 s

6
9
9
9
0 

S weet, valve-flavoured solid state amplifier flatters where it doesn't cast light. Note, power output listed is peak ____ ,
_4

7 ___
_
_ _, l
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-

.
-;-7

-
--10

6,-,
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0 
_ _,_18_ 6 _0_1

1
_6
1-,-
2
6 4 _M_a�g�n �um�C _Ia_ss_A ____________ _ L_ as_ h_in�gs_ o_ f _ric_h_ a_nd __ co_m�pe_ll _in� g _m_us_ ic� , _bu_ t _th_e _C _Ia _ss_ A_ t _ra_de_ s_ lu_ s _hn_ e _ss_ f _or_ a_cc_u _ra�cy'--------------------------���-!-�------��------

Magnum C lass A SE 795 A MOSFET amplifier that draws it inspiration from the world of valves, the Magnum is an erratically refined, detailed amplifier 5 e I 80 I 175 
Marantz PM -57 200 Well equipped but ultimately anodyne amplifier which lacks for nothing but star quality 5 e i e e 50 I 171 

4 M arantz PM-66 SE 230 A bit lush, and power output is limited, but it communicates well and gives airy, large-scale music. An excellent budget .:_bu::': y...
,-
-:-5---:: • -7-• -

+-::•-:-..::•:__,_
-:

:5
-

:'0--L-! _..::I-:c 67
:-<l _M_a_r _an_u __ PM_ 6_6 _K _I - _S�ig._na_t _ur_e __ 40_0 ___ AA __ a _m� pl _ifie_r _�_ at_ k_no_ w_s _h _o w_ t_o_roc_ k_ a_n _d _ro _ll _w� __ h_ol� ow�a_,_ p _hic_ d_ e_rn_rl_an_d _s _te _re�o, _bu_ t_,_pr_m_ er_s _sm_ a_IV'-m_ed_ i _um __ sc_a _le

�
ac_ o_us_tic_ m

�
a_te_n_ ai __ 

�
5-T _•_ �I -.-•�-•---5_0 __ � ___ 1_6 __ 8 

_M=is ::.:sio:c.n'--C'-'y'-'r u:.:s-'-l l"'li ___ _.::.c59
:..
:8-_,B:...: e.:._au'-'ti-' fu __ lly. presented, but mid-dominated balance and other anomalies were not liked. Upgradeable using PSX u

,-
ni_t _PS'-'U:-:---.:--':�-

-'•'-+-�l --;.-'•'-t--+:�:..
:

�
-"'----'- 18:..:5...:.4

-
:

::..:�.::_� 4 Mission C yrus SL 398 Sharp, articulate amplifier, and superb, outgoing midband with lean though well-extended bass- and build quality to die_ f _or���-..._ L l 
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INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS 
(;"' '+ Plto. "Plto. <"4fo,.i' 0P�t0��, 11-i'lt o. ol'e.fc.,- 1ol'ofb(' 

<" '-tp;:: ,_,P;: ,_,P:,.o,_lt�ol'oc.,-'%"br/':fi';�<J:4ra(';b4fei'lt 
... 
Musical Fidelity A2 

Musical Fidelity A220 

Musical Fidelity El 

Myryad Ml120 

NAD 310 

NAD 312 

NAD 314 

Naim Nail 3 

Orelle SA-100 

Pioneer A-204R 

Pioneer A·300R 

Pioneer A-400X 

Pioneer A·300R Precision 

Pioneer A-605R 

Pioneer A-07 

Prime Design A-100 

Pro-ject Model 7 

Quad 77 Integrated 

Rega Elex 

Roksan Caspian 

Rose Scion 

Rote! RA-931 

Rotel RA970BX 

Sony TA-F448BE 

Talk Electronics Storm 1 

Talk Electronics Storm 2 

TEAC A-BX7R 

Technics SU-A700 Mk 3 

Technics SU-A900Dll 

Woodside ISA230 Disc 

Yamaha AX-592 
. -

Acurus RL11 

AMC CVT1030A 

Audio Innovations l1 

Audiolab SOOOC 

Audiolab SOOOQ 

Aura CA200 

Conrad-Johnson PY-10A 

Copland CTA-301Mkll 

Cyrus Pre 

Densen DM-20 

EAR 802MC 

ECA Vista 

Exposure XVII 
Jadis JP-30MC 

LFD Mistral linestage 

Meridian 501 

Meridian 562Y 

Meridian 502 

Moth 30 Passive 

Moth 30 Active line Stage 

Muse Model Three 

Musical Fidelity X-PRE 

NAD 114 

Nairn NAC92R 

Quad 71 Pre 

Rep Ha! 

Rose RV-23 

Rote! RC970BX Mkll 

Sumo Athena 118 
Talk Hurricane 2l 

Thorens TTP2000F 

Woodside SC26 Phono 

.. 
Acurus A150 

Alchemist Kraken/Pwr 

AMC CVT2100A 

Arcam Alpha 9P 

Art Audio Quintet 

Aura PA100 

Audiolab SOOOM 

HI-FI CHOICE 

! 499 Lucid, transparent midband and a full upper bass are provided by this highly proficient Al replacement s • 2S 1862 162 
700 Powerful, authoritative and well turned-out amplifier that is easy to match with comparably priced speakers and source components : 5 I• 50 I 168 

' 199 Vivid, richly flavoured tonality and realistically scaled imagery distinguish this new entry level Richer Sounds special 6 30 171 
I 6oo Well styled, well built and, well, a good, even tempered amplifier, though it can sound a lad brittle, and lacking in euphony. 6 • • 60 1 175 
' 100 Fleet and sure of foot, it seems likely to set all appendages tapping with its blend of enthusiasm and artfulness s 20 1468 149 

200 Another great budget price NAD, and a worthy all-round successor to the 302 6 • • 25 171 
260 Lively if coloured presentation that is musically engaging and easy on the ear 6 • • 53 1807 1S7 
S7S Distinctive and highly musical sounding integrated amp. Perhaps too distinctive for some tastes 5 30 1748 1S4 
499 A musically rewarding amplifier that grows on you. Trace of coarseness in treble 5 so 1749 1S4 
160 The A-204R makes no special claims beyond being well equipped and cheap, but it displayed unexpected talent on test 5 • • • 25 17 1 

200 Its bright and breezy sound is a natural tonic to those of us worn down by the ongoing stress of lite 5 • le I• 50 , 1469 149 
! 300 On second audition, this amp was tonally unchanged but less compelling 6 • • • 50 � 1545 ,138 

400 Sophisticated, breathed-on variant ol the A-300R. Not an obvious winner, but will slowly win you over with its subtle charms I S • • • 3S 1 1863 162 
400 Intriguing technology, but execution is certainly impeded by excessive gadget count 5 • • • 80 i 168 
999 Curious mix of high end attributes and inconsistent, though undeniably detailed sound 5 • • 80 175 
650 Dynamic but somewhat aggressive powerhouse with limited stereo interest (either MM or MC phono) � 4 • • 100 168 
300 A minimalist amplifier brimming with good intent, but too quirky for its own good. Either MM or MC I s • 40 1264 142 

poo Compact and sophisticated Quad system amp, limrted range of inputs when used wrth 1oreign' components (optional system remote) 3 84 168 
398 Minimalist amplifier derived from Elicit, is a little uninspiring, though at least it is not badly behaved 4 • so 1865 162 
69S Well-built, open and articulate amplifier, which is also consistent from system to system, and well built 6 • 70 168 
615 Unique two-box integrated gives real subtlety and low level resolution, but the sound lacks scale and weight 5 • • 65 168 

• ISO Rather dry and unforgiving sound from this internally well specified and attractively priced amplifier 4 • • 35 ' 171 
250 Lively, fresh and perky with plenty of power, but not so clever with complex recordings 6 ' ., 60 1546 138 
250 Classic minima list interface is matched to carefully considered circuit to broadly satisfactory effect - but keep the volume in check 5 i. • 55 171 
soo Good soundstaging and strong detail are provided by this unassuming and not especially powerful model 6 50 1868 162 
650 ' Crisp, clean, well defined sound, arguably lacking warmth, but a good midrange purchase overall 6 ! • 50 175 

l 700 Characlerful balance mars an otherwise meticulously designed amplifier. Includes a balanced input, optional MM/MC stage 5 • 50 1869 162 
250 Fully equipped, high-tech amplifier ultimately fails the 'is it Stork ... '' test, and can sound messy and inarticulate 5 • • 45 1870 162 
400 Looks like a pre/power amplifier, but in effect it's an integrated, with a rather soft, centred sound to match 5 '. • • 70 175 

1,249 Smooth and inoffensive valve amplifier, though it lacks the sparkle and euphony required tor a truly entertaining sound 3 • 30 I 116 
280 I Fine, middle ranking amplifier, with a detailed, dynamic midband, and some performance falloff at the frequency extremes 5 • • • • 1 00 171 

I 899 I Well-featured US preamp with plenty of grunt and depth when used with the AlSO power amp (Sessions) 6 • 1624 151 
400 Budget valve preamp, modest build and a bit noisy, with fair sound 6 • • 165 
369 Reviewed with S800 Anniversary - explicitly detailed, conveys the message of the music as a whole 4 1300 145 

l s8o • Distinctive, stark neutrality that will not appeal to all. Good value engineering 5 • • • 97 
1 ,250 Tested with 8000M monoblocks 6 • • 1301 145 

i 700 Flexible, well designed- can sound slightly aggressive, but it's fast. clean and dynamic, and makes compelling listening 10 • • •r• 165 
11,295 • Beautiful imaging, superb detail, plenty of gain on the phono input; classy build loo. Tested in Sessions 4 • 1560 139 
1,399 Sweet sounding- but never gets bogged down in audio treacle 4 • 1630 151 

I 648 Tested with Cyrus Power. High-tech design, punchy, light-footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth 5 • •• I I 155 
1,200 Stylish Danish preamp with a pair of huge knobs and effortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Statements) 6 I 164 
2,599 Tested with 509 Mk 11 - see comments in power amp section 4 • • 63 

760 Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system (tested with Lectern) 5 1302 145 
849 Superbly rhythmical; maybe a bit overpowering in the midband. Tested in Sessions with XVIII Super 5 . ,. 142 

5,980 j French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange. (tested with JA30) 5 • I 60 

449 Strong ergonomics, generally decent sound, but a little lacking in detail 6 165 
695 Tight, positive sound, but dispassionate; intense at high levels. Tested with 555 5 • r • 1303 145 

I 995 Transparent and capable preamp, also features six digital inputs 9 • • • 140 
[1 ,295 Extremely sophisticated analogue controller with tremendous flexiblity and a fast and tidy presentation (Statements) 7 • I I 162 

149 Modular system gives cracking results. Passive preamp and power amp warrant Best Buy (tested with 30/Stereo 60) 4 109 
349 I Excellent sounding ultra-simple miniature preamp 4 165 

11 .990 Natural sounding tranny preamp with useful audiophile features. Works beautifully with 160 power amp (tested in Statements) 5 • 166 
' 200 Cleverly configured and attractively packaged preamp with many upgrade options, and open, lively and engaging sound 4 175 
I 270 1 Beer-budget preamp, sounds focused, detailed and consistent 6 • • • 165 
I 470 I Upgradeable preamp uses proprietary socketry, etc. See NAP90 power amp for comments 5 • 165 

850 Sophisticated design with 2-way remote control console; open colourful sound and very flexible 4 • • •I I 165 
998 Dedicated to Exon power amps- passive line stages I 6 •l•l•t 165 
450 You can pay more to get a more transparent sound, but it's hard to criticise at the price 3 • j77 
175 I Confident, consistent sound. reviewed (in Sessions) with RB970BXMkll power amps 5 • 144 
767 Tested with Polaris Ill. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments 6 I 1305 1145 
649 Design of integrity which gets to the heart, if not the soul, of the music 6 1165 
699 Glamorous, shoebox-format, minimalist pre with fine detail and some granularity 3 • • • I I 1165 

j2,233 Synergistic with STA35, with a cool, controlled sound, good focus and transparency (tested with STA35) 5 • • I rtoo 

899 Tested with Rlll preamp. Powerful remote-control US combo with a slightly forward inclination I 150 rt624 1s1 
529 Hardly accurate, but entertaining nevertheless 1 60 124 

I 6oo Astonishing value valve/MOSFET hybrid with KT88 output, but lacks the magic of the best valves I 80 I 165 
400 Clear, colourful and well-disciplined, the Arcam is a strong all-rounder that can compete with conviction I 165 

1 1,500 I Switchable triode, ultralinear output stage. In triode mode, these are 15 of the sweetest Watts around. Surprisingly gutsy 1 I I 15 109 
700 Can sound slighUy aggressive, but it's fast, clean and dynamic, and makes compelling listening 1 ,wo 165 
800 Strong, controlled sound; confident bass, but colourless. Tested with 80000 1 1 25 1301 145 
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Audio Research VTGO 2,395 Ranks as 'must try' American cultural item (tested in Statements). Tube design 11 I I 35 ll79 136 

Copland CTA-505 2,099 Grown-up amplifier with a refined, yet never over-civilised air I! I I I I 67 1630 151 
Cyrus Power 498 Tested with Cyrus Pre. Punchy, light footed character with a sense of substance and natural warmth (bridgeable) l I I � I so 455 

Densen DM·30 1,200 Fluid,valve-like power amp with effortless resolution and a slightly dark balance (Statements) 2 lOO 164 

EAR 509 Mk 11 3,699 Combining sonic strengths of transistors and valves, this amp warrants attention (tested with 802) l lOO i I 63 
ECA lectern 880 Tested with Vista. Wind up the volume and blow a breath of fresh music into your system 1 50 1302 a45 

Exposure XVIII Super 849 Slight dullness and hardness, but great 'boogie factor' 11 L 70 142 

Jadis JA-30 5,980 French tubes, JP-30MC has beautiful build, nostalgic styling and delightful midrange (tested with £5,978 JP30) I 30 60 

LFD Mistral Power 449 Infectious upper band vitality, but LF dynamics lacking, and lacks 'grip' and transparency I 60 165 

Meridian 555 750 By providing an open window on the music, this amp is wide open to RF and low level IM distortions I 60 1303 145 

Meridian 557 1,400 Hefty British lump with balanced inputs and a transparent, nimble sound with no shortage of power (Statements) I 200 • 162 

Michell Alecto 1,150 Open, well focused imagery with natural, refined textures I 50 l [65 

Moth 60 Watt Stereo 599 Miniature power amp lacks control and finesse, not comfortable with difficult speaker loads I 60 165 
Moth 30 Series Monobloks 879 Tested with Active Preamp. While demonstrating solid, even balance it proved adept at delivering vital musical qualities I 100 I �55 

Muse Modell60 2,290 Transparent muscle amp with minimal character and a natural performer in both scale and tone (tested in Statements) I I 160 ' 166 

Musical Fidelity FX2 800 Quality build and imposing presentation is married to strong power yield, tonal colour and finesse I tiOO �65 

Musical Fidelity X-A50 500 Cleverly configured and attractively packaged, open, lively and engaging sound. Reviewed with X-PRE I 50 m 
Myryad MA120 450 Based in Mll20 integrated- see for comments, but sounds significantly better when bi-amped with Mll20 j l 60 165 

HAD 214 370 A little lightweight, but detailed, consistent sound quality, and excellent value for money I I 80 �65 
1Naim NAP90 450 Power amp from a Nail integrated with some improvements I 30 165 

Quad 77 Power 600 Open, bold and colourful, with mild compression l 85 165 

Rega Exon 1,196 Monoblock, priced each, dedicated for Hal preamp. Bold, outgoing, in-command kind of sound l 125 m 
Rotel RB-970BX Mkll 225 Tested with RC970BX Mkll in Sessions (see preamp section) l 60 144 

Rotal RB·980BX 450 Tames enthusiastically recorded material with a laid-back and occasionally smeared sound (tested with RC980BX) I � 120 155 

Sumo Polaris Ill 950 � Tested with Athena IlB. Big, natural and tidy-sounding with very natural reproduction of acoustic and electric instruments Il l I • 164 1305 1145 

Talk Tornado 2 599 Good, but slightly retiring sound which lacks the authority to stand out in a crowd 1 1 I f I I 65 165 

, Thorens TTA2000 599 Low power shoe-box format, but gutsy and surprisingly subtle and articulate l l l l l l " 30 I 165 

S'IMMEIRICAL: A twisted pair of oondllCI!n. 
COAXIAL: A cenlral 'hot conductor and a shield that cames the 
negativesi&MI. 
SIRANDED: Muffiple stJards with oo inle!vening insulatioo. 
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C 
abies are not just accessories, but an integral part of a system. 

Inevitably some cables are better than others. The best cable 

for your system will on� be found through trial and error, but by 

combining our recommendations with those of a dealer, you will end up 

with something suitable. Generally speaking, budget to spend about 10 
per cent of the total system cost on cables. 

• Analogue interconnects are the leads that connect source components 

to amplifiers and pre to power amps. The cables in this section are priced 

for a one-metre terminated pair. 

• Digital interconnects connect CD transports to DACs, and are 

traditional� coaxial with a 75 Ohm impedance. They come in optical and 

electrical varieties, the former being made of plastic or glass. The prices 

shown are for a terminated linear metre. 

• Speaker cables are used between the amplifier and speaker. Our prices 

are per unterminated metre. Termination (plugs and soldering) costs vary 

with brands. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

SOUD CORE: Single or muffiple, individually insulated strands. 

COPPER: Malerial used for conductor. 
SILVER: Malerial used for conductoc 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMB!:R: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

DIG t.IBl£ TYPE: 0 - optical d�l, E- electrical d�l. 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
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4 Cable Talk Advanced 2 35 Slight roughness in loud music barely detracts from a well-balanced performance with good imaging 176 
4 Cable Talk Studio 2 65 A first-class performer from tonal, dynamic and rhythmic standpoints 160 

rcambridge Pacific 30 Lacks subtlety and bass impact but is otherwise quite serviceable for the price 176 
4 Cambridge Audio Studio Rei 40 Dynamic cable with strong soundstaging and only a slight lack of detail 160 

Chord Company Cobra 2 49 Good, strong sound with full-bodied music, less happy with smaller forces 176 
4 Connections Midas HO 39 Canary yellow cable with excellent plugs and an open sound. Slight treble glare 160 
4 ONM TCC75 34 Price for 0.75m length. High resolution cable, but best m short runs due to hrgher than average series impedance 131 

DPA Slink 41 Slightly bright and zingy sound with flat soundstaging and hollow sounding bass, vocals and strings sound convincing though 131 

4 ,DPA Black Slink 245 Initially dark and meaty but becoming lucid and transparent with running in. Quad geometry, Gore-tex dielectric 131 
Goertz M 1 1nterconnect 145 Soft sound lacking in bite, with excessive and plummy bass (NB review sample 0.5m) 176 

4 lxos 104 20 Open and detailed presentation, full bass and silky if overly smooth treble 13 1 
lxos Gamma 1002 39 Lumpy bass, grainy treble, and poor integration. Nice colour, though 176 

4 boos 103 45 Even-handed and generous sound, bass has a well-rounded, bouncy quality 131 

11xos 102 60 A bit bright and undynamic, this cable rs nevertheless a good all-rounder, whose faults are largely subtractive 160 

I-Cixo
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' 
its veiled and shut in quality brings an earthiness to vocals and rhythm guitar alike 131 

4 Kimber Hero 110 Slight roughness detracts from some music; seems well suited to rock and jazz. Lively and detailed 176 
4 LFD Spirolink I 35 Price for 0.7m length. Dynamic but smoothly detailed performance, but gives the impression of looking down on the music 131 
4 Moth Lay Line Black 100 Offers a full and big sound, neutral yet very solid and confident in delivery. Expansive imaging retains music's energy 108 

Moth Ley Line Grey 200 Detailed enough but there's a sense of distance between the music and the listener, vox are coarse rather than liquid 108 

4 Nordost Blue Heaven �-'1'-35'--_V'-ery-'-"-go"-od'--'--ba-=-s.:... s a.:...n-=-d -=-o�nly,_s.: ...li,_gh-'tl,_y ,_gr'-ai__, ny'-'t '-'re.::.bl'- e .::.ad:..:d-=u.c.p .::.to-=a-=w--=e"-11-'--in-" te-"'gr ..:.at: .:.ed"'-, -'-na.::t .::.ur .::.al-=-s: .:.ou::.:n-=-di�ng._c:..:a.::.bl-'- e --------7-'�-7--7-"--;...c=-;'----=--=---1.::7c:. 6_ 
4 Prowire Silver 60 A good cable in every way, with just the occasional hint of coloration and coarseness 176 

rP -'-A-'-D -"E'-'Ie "-m-'-en-" ta"-------'1"-45=---'A'-f-'-at '-'-, "'he:::av'-'y-=a=nd frankly rather lazy-sounding cable; best with music for small forces 176 
4 QED Onect 2 30 Very well balanced, refined and detailed, this is everything a good cable should be, and excellent value 176 

Silvertone Ex-Static 35 Pleasantly unfatiguing and competitively priced cable that lacks detail and insight 160 
4 Soniclink Silver Pink 35 Dynamically sensitive and muddle-free. Unsure about the flesh-coloured finish though.. 160 

Soniclink Black 49 Encourages an upbeat and snappy sound that's driven by leading edges, full and rumbustious bass maintains an even tempo 131 
4 Sonic Link Black 50 Nickel-plated copper with a slight dryness in the bass and a hint of treble roll-off don't compromise integration. 176 
4 Straight Wire Chorus 40 A very confident cable with good bass, though perhaps a shade of treble loss 176 

van den Hul The Storm 25 Price for 0.8m length. Rich and warm but bass is rolled off, however there's plenty of drive and high frequencies are clean 131 
4 van den Hul Source HB 30 Price for 0.8m length. Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness. Airy and well controlled 160 
4 van den Hul 0102 M kill 70 A cable with everything; good bass, treble, imaging and naturalness 176 
4 van den Hul The First 125 Using 12,000 carbon fibres, a gentle and subtle sounding cable that conveys oodles of information but lacks dynamic punch 131 
4 van den Hul The Second 240 Wonderfully open and relaxing but also intimately detailed, slightly softens percussive dynamics 131 

XLO Type 150 50 A restrained but useful cable for taming lively CD players, dynamics lack freedom, treble lacks clarity 131 

D i g1tal Interconnects 

Audio Note AN-V 
Audioquest Optilink Z 
Audioquest Digital Pro 

Bandridge AL4900G 

Chord Codac 

Chord Prodac 

DPA Opti-link 
DPA Digi-link 
biOs 105 

Kimber liable Opti-link 

Moth Leyline Datalink 

QED Digiflex 

Siltech HF-6 
Soniclink Green 
van den Hul The First 

loudspeaker Cables 

Audio Note AN-D 

4 Audio Note AN-B 
4 Audio Note AN-l 
4 Audio Note AN-SP 

4 Audioquest F-14 
Audioquest Type 4 

Audioquest Crystal 

Bandridge SF LC1070 

4 Band ridge LCJ 409 

4 Cable Talk Talk 3.1 

Cable Talk 4.1 

DNM LSC350 

4 
I 

ONM LSCB500 

4 ,DPA Black Sixteen 
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110 
179 
100 
40 
32 
50 
20 
28 
25 
40 

140 
20 
145 
60 

120 

4.50 
16.50 
29.50 
150 
2.2 
5 

25 
42p 
4 

2.25 
4.25 
6.95 

13.90 
100 

Ostensibly an analogue cable but gives a meaty and natural performance when used for digital duty • E 1704 131 
Good level of midband detail but frequency extremes lack depth and extension 0 108 
A silver cable with all the drive of Video Z but lacking its clear cut transparency 108 
Lacks deep rounded bass and treble is coloured with a spittiness, a little rough and ready 1705 131 
A connection with a stranded inner core and a sound that lacks integration • 108 
Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fizz E 1706 131 
Very similar to Bandridge AL560; sound is lacklustre 0 108 
Can seem slightly impassive but there's no avoiding its exceptionally detailed sound 108 
Extended but soft-edged treble that's mercifully free of fatigueing colourations, plenty of weight, smooth vox 1707 131 
Appears to be a bog-standard PMNA fibre, yet sounds a little brighter and livelier than most 0 108 
A thin, coaxial version of Leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive E 108 
A top performance, low-loss 750hm coax with a very open, almost liQuid quality 108 
Sounds detailed, very clean and very extended, but bass is less well resolved - a  treat for high-end systems • 1709 131 
Spacious, positive and engaging if a bit over crisp at times, very compelling however • 1709 131 
Exceptionally natural albert slightly dark or cautious compared to some, plenty of subtle information and beautiful integration 1710 131 

Supplied in linear, non-polarised lengths that should be twisted into stereo pairs. Sounds rather grippy and forward 109 
Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical 1711 133 
Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel which was happy to accept its foibles 1712 133 
A calm and civilised presentation. very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity 109 
Ideal for laying under carpets, F-14 encourages a slightly warm and vibrant sound 109 
Four 18-gauge OFHC copper conductors wound in a Litz-type fashion increases capacitance but restrains the cable's 'bite' 109 
Neutral balance is spoiled by some graininess and smearing 168 
Basic figure 8 bellwire, lightweight balance and a softness that dilutes even the strongest bass 1713 133 
Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings 1800 157 
Qurte well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music 168 
Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained 157 
Majors on mid band and lower treble lucidity at the expense of bass and extreme treble extension 168 
High impedance can influence the treble response, but thrs was a winner on sound per pound. Bi-wire 133 
Unflappable resolution of fine musical details, there's no dampening of dynamics, simply oodles of taut information 133 
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CABLES (CONTINUED) 
·roduct Price(£) Comments "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' "' 

Gale Xl189 I Slightly bright and not that subtle, but a perfectly acceptable cable for any starter s� _ le • • 168 
GaleXL315 2 A l1ttle lacking in detail but plenty of l1fe and excellent value I I le I Je I 1!800 157 
Gale Xl160·2 2.50 Rhythmic and bouncy-sounding bi-wire cable. Can be slightly manipulative I ! le L le I 1800 157 
Goertz M2 32 Remarkably detailed, smooth, neutral and with excellent bass; check amplifier compatibility !• I I ie le 1 168 
Heybrook Haywire 3.5 This well-meaning facsimile of earlier ribbon cables ends up sounding lumpy and uneven I I I !e le I t 109 
lxos 603 2 Big and expansive-soundmg cable, full and engagmg wh1le retaining a high degree of neutrality I i le I let 1718 133 
lxos 604 5 Midrange is detailed and surprisingly smooth but treble is hard and synthetic and the bass no better • • 1719 133 
Kimber 4TC 19.6 A well-balanced cable with good performance in all areas • • • I 168 
Kimber 4TC Double-w1re 140 A vanat1on on a Krmber class1c which produces a nch and we1ghty sound, but 1sn't QUite as transparent as s1ngle runs 133 
Mission Quartet 3.9 Mixed, inoffensive sound, adds guttural resonance to vocals and could be generally more coherent Bi-wire 133 
Nairn NACA 5 5.5 Described as a 'dinosaur of a cable', this siiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Naim systems. But it works a treat in them 109 
Nordost Octava 3 Fair bass but confused treble and some coloration 168 
Ortofon SPKlOO Grey-sounding and strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance, a bit bass shy too 133 
Ortofon SPK300 Tremendously open and atmospheric with robust full blooded bass, and dynamic too if slightly bright at times 133 
Puresonic 7845 1.95 Big, weighty sound - but too messy and bloated for its own good 1800 157 
Puresonic 7 891 2.85 Chunky cable design, shame about the sound quality 1800 157 
QED Qudos 2.25 Despite high-tech design and excellent Air-Loc plugs, the music failed to gel 1800 157 
QED Profile Good mid range and treble balance, but bass is rather slack and detail not outstanding 168 
QED Profile 8 6.5 Sophisticated flat cable that lacks decent bass and get up and go 1800 157 
Silver Sounds 12 gauge 15 Basic 'homemade' construction gives fairly neutral sound, though not outstandingly competitive 168 
Sonic link S300 18 Happiest with simple music: tends to smudge detail in complex pieces 168 
Soniclink AST50 1.95 lt may look like bell-wire, but AST50 sounds detailed, ordered and balanced 1800 157 
Tech+link OFC79 I 5 Bargain basement cable that sounds cosy but suffers from a wobbly bass 1800 157 
van den Hul The Ctearwater 7 Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky-sounding cable I � • • • 109 
van den Hul CS122 12 Smooth and articulate with superb focus and control, its sheer coherence makes it a winner (tested in Sessions) I I le I e le I I 153 
!van den Hul The Magnum 38 Touted as vdH's most prestigious twinlead cable, Magnum sounds soft and old fashioned I I le 1 le le I ' 109 
jvan den Hul The Wind 40 'The Wind' kicks up a storm with its lush midrange and bone-crunching bass! ' ' le I . ,. ! 109 --- -
rvan den Hul Revolution 76 Silver-plated OFC combined with carbon fibre prompts a sombre character with an easy and relaxed treble I J le I • le 1726 133 
XLO Pro Type 625 4 Lively but natural and relaxed-sounding but a hint of congestion at frequency extremes I I le I ••• 11726 133 
jxLo Pro 600 16.60 Basically neutral tonality but can become aggressive and two-dimensional I• t let • ! 168 

C 
artridges fall into two groups: high output MM (moving 

magnet) models, capable of working directly into most 

phono inputs; and generally more expensive low and 

very low output MC (moving coil) models. MC cartridges usually 

have better mechanical integrity, tighter tolerances and give better 

performance. Many amplifiers are no longer equipped with the 

necessary phono input for a cartridge, and a separate phono stage 

is necessary. Phono input equipped valve designs need a 

transformer to cope with MC cartridges. 

MM: M<Mng �cartridge with a normal output suitable for all 

vinyldiscamplifieri111)uts. 

MC: Maving coil cartridge with a k1.¥ oulput on� suitable for higjl-

CARTRIDGES 

sensitivity vinyldisca mplili erinputs. 

REPlACWILE sm.US: Most MM cartri dg es haw a stylus that 

can be re mow d and repoced. 

• Cartridge/amplifier interfacing can be very subtle, but even basic 

high output MM designs benefit in overall balance from optimised 

amplifier capacitance loading. 

� Best buy i,l Recommended 

OUlPUT (MY): Cartridge oulput in miiiMllls. 

MASS (g): Cartridge mass can affect arm cl1oice. 

FACTS8ACK NUMBER: The factsback reference for ordefing a lax 

copyofthereview. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-fi Choice in which the original 

review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comment Y 'Y 'Y Y 'Y 'Y Y 

Audio Note lo llv 1 ,695 
Audio Technica AT-95E 19 

0. 1 lOO 
• 2.8 48 

-=== "--"'-"-'------'=- '-------'-On-"e--'o-'--f t"'h"-e -"be"'st"-, "'giv'--in"'g'--'a-'--n-'-ex"'tr= aordinarily relaxing midrange clarity"-. '--Ne=-= e-=-ds'-'a'-t"'ra"'n "'sf.::.:or "'m-"er 
___________ __ -+--:--==-+---==---�------'-::_:_ 

Clear and dynamic, though richly balanced 

4 Audio Technica ART-1 944 This is a delicate and very fluid-sounding MC that tracks well 0.4 72 
4 Clearaudio Signature 1,495 

4 I Denon DlllO 70 
0.55 11.5 175 

1.0 48 
A great all-round performer with fine dynamic VItality and a seductive mid band intimacy 

A fine all-rounder, this high output MC model is likely to perform well 

Denon DL160 90 Although listeners just preferred the 110, its brother here survived lab tests and is still 'thoroughly competent' 0.1 43 
Denon Dl103 100 Good performance in bass and good 'life' Is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle detail 0.1 103 

4 1 Denon DL304 200 Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly_ Top notch altogether and a bargain too • 103 

118 MARCH 1998 HI-FI CHOICE 



· THE DIRECTORY 

CARTRIDGES (CONTINUED) 

Dynavector Karat 1702 mk2 449 Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent 0.15 5.3 158 

4 Dynavector Te-Kaitora 1,698 A real smoothie, but pricey. Worth checking out for its delicate laid-back transparency and low needle-talk 0.25 8.5 175 

4 Dynavector XX-ll 998 Very clear, very detailed; a response lift around 20kHz seems to do no harm 0.25 12 84 
Dynavector XX-I 998 Good, but not immensely competitive at the price, and not helped by comparison with the low output version 2.0 12 84 

4 Goldring Elan 19 A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body • 5.0 67 

4 Goldring 1012GX 79 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detaiL Some high frequency colouration apparent • 6.5 85 

4 Goldring 1022GX 99 As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved • 6.5 85 

4 Goldring Eroica LX 110 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world, can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 0.5 8 84 
(Gotdring 1042 120 Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and ID22. Quite lively though • 6.5 6 9 1  

Goldring Elite 220 The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound has a certain dirtiness 0.5 103 

Goldring Excel VX 525 Good bass drive but dull and imprecise higher up. An old-fashioned sound that falls short of the true high end 0.45 175 

4 Grado Prestige Gold 150 Rich sounding with an unusually refined top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge • 4 !58 
Grado Reference 995 Loads of tracking headroom but treble is limited. A prospect for mid-oriented valve amp users 1.7 6.5 175 

4 linn K9 125 linn improved this model by beefing up the Basik 's bodywork and adding a super stylus • 4.5 5 Col 
London Decca Maroon 259 Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 5.0 67 
London Decca S Gold 339 Immediate and detailed, but coloured, nonlinear with a questionable effect on records 5.0 84 

4 Lyra Lydian 649 Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed 0.3 158 

4 Lyra Clavis Da Capo 995 A stable tracker, and one of the finest cartridges we've heard 0.1 143 
Lyra Parnassus D.C.t 1,895 A real little jewel of a cartridge, with many good qualities, but handicapped by a rather too obvious treble peak 0.22 10.5 175 

4 Ortofon 510/P 38 For the price, a good blend of virtues -weight, clarity and neutrality • 3.0 85 

4 Ortofon 520/P 65 Sensitive to load capacitance, the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound • 3.0 67 

4 Ortofon MC3 Turbo 130 The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle -take it as it comes 3.3 103 

4 Ortofon MC15 Super 11 130 A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and close up 0.35 103 
Ortofon MC25E 180 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable 0.5 1 1  139 
Ortofon MC25FL 249 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful to what's on the LP 0.5 1 1  139 
Ortofon MC30 Supreme 525 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings 0.5 10.7 158 

4 Ortofon Rohmann 1,000 A class act in nearly every respect, with fine groove security and a very smooth and even-handed sound 0.25 8.5 175 

4 Ortofon MC300011 1,100 A real eye-opener. Nothing to criticise anywhere, one of the very best 0.12 10 84 
Ortofon MC5000 1,500 limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 0. 12 10 91  
Rega Bias 39 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow build, the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound • 5 67 

4 IRega Elys 85 Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is more detailed, accurate and convincing • • 5.0 67 

4 Roksan Corus Black 130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised • 6.5 9 1  

4 1van den Hut MM-I 250 If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security would pull it through • 5.5 6 103 
!van den Hut DDT-11 600 Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DDT-11 is a bit lazy 0.35 7.6 158 

4 van den Hut MC-10 799 A neutral, balanced performer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm . extended bass 0.4 60 

4 van den Hut MC-One 900 This extended all the positive qualities of the 10, but added greater authority and scale- worth all the extra money 0.4 60 

4 van den Hut MC-Two 1,200 MC-Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 0.4 72 

4 van den Hut Frog 1,500 Seems to control/suppress surface noise better than its rivals, this delicate and subtle performer has great charm 0.65 175 

4 van den Hut G' hopper IIIGLA 2,800 Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available, it has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 0.4 122 

4 Wilson benesch Matrix 786 Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge, neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive 0.58 158 

4 [Wilson benesch Carbon 1,572 Carbon fibre body contributes to a delightfully clean and open midrange, and a quick, lively and coherent sound 0.45 175 

T 
he compact cassette is still the world's most versatile and 

ubiquitous music storage medium. Buffs may wrinkle their noses, 

but they all use it. 

sequentially. Autoreverse is a useful feature, but usually implies some 

mechanical oompromise. Useful facilities include tape monitor switching 

and Dolby S. 
There should be no problems in connecting a cassette deck to any normal 

amplifier, but some care neecs to be taken in choosing the best tapes for a 

specific machine. (Trial and error is one effective technique, but many decks 

have manual �as adjustment and some match up to the tape automatically.) 

Twin decks offer the option to dub tapes and play two cassettes 

� Best buy 4 Recommended 

DOlBY C: A rather extreme rdse-rrouctioo system rot usual� 

associated wi!tl high soond quality. 
DOlBY S: A desilable derivative of the Dolby SR prufessional 

ooise-reduction system 

OOLBY HX-PRO: S%1em designed by B&O to extend ooadroom 

CASSETTE DECKS 

for cassette rec<J!lfing 

3-IIEAO: �you want to monitor a recording whio you are making 

it, a thiro head is essential. 

lWIN DECK: Contains two decks for dubling and continoous 

play. In most instaoces on� ooo deck will rec<J!lf. 

AUTOREVERSE: Automatical� plays both sides of the cas-. 

AUTO CAUBRATJON, The dock will autornatical� set up bias and 

EO for any tape. 

ADJUSTABLE BIAS: Bias can be manual� set to sun the tape 

oong used. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for ordering a tax 

copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Facts back 

information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the ori�nal 

re.iew appeared 

Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

Aiwa AD-F450 120 Basic but well-designed budget deck, astonishing value; only the poor metering gives the game away • 1513 136 

Aiwa AD-W'1J27 170 High-class twin for those who want bells. whistles - and mus1c • 1377 146 

Denon DRM-550 160 There are some technical lim_!!!Jtions. but this remains a fine sounding deck, and excellent value • 158 
Denon DRW-580 200 Twin deck, OK for casual use, but will quickly pall with more quality critical applications • 171 
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CASSETTE DECKS (CONTINUED) 
... 
De non DRS -640 200 Draw-loading deck, with simple facilities and smooth, well-adjusted sound • I • • ! • 1 591 140 
Denon DR M-650S 230 An all-round improvement on predecessors, offers a wide-ranging, disciplined sound. Dolby S is not the best feature I• I• • le • 164 

LDenon OR M-740 270 Breathed-on D RM-7!0, with good external treatment, offers good, if somewhat detached sonics •I • • I • 1514 136 
,Denon ORS·8 10 310 Draw-loading deck, carefully designed yet lacking in subtlety on audition t• � • • i 127 
Harman/Kardon TD4 20 250 Minor inconsistencies detract from a well-conceived, minimum features design le I . .. le I I 1592 140 
IHarman/l(ardon TD450 350 Draw loader with poor tape navigation features, good mid band but shallow bass le I '. ,. � I • lJ64 
JYC TD-R 472 200 Excellent auto-reverse deck which doesn't suffer the usual drsadvantages and is very sharply prrced le � • . , • 158 
JVC TD-V562BK 220 Ultra-sophisticated transport at a silly price, sound quality is stable but slightly opaque I• I • • I • 123 
JVC TD-V662BK 270 Assured, clean and agile soundrng recorder, if not qurte the most refined in its class I• I • I • • 1 380 146 --
JVC TD-W718 300 Twin deck. Good for creative live recording, but no timer standby. Respectable though not earth-shattering performance e I • • . , . , 171 

I Kenwood KX-W6080 200 Modestly decent sounding twin deck, with some transport instability and ragged bass. The features list is also strong! • I • • •I et 171 
NAD 613 230 Rough and ready, but enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise • I • I • 158 
NAD 616 300 Primitive twin deck with basic features. No Dol by setting memory, transports are too unstable for serious quality first use. I • • •I 171 
Onkyo K-61 1 460 Cute drawer loading mini-size component with 3-heads and dual capstan transport I• I • le • 1384 146 
Pioneer CT-S550S 250 Great features, good with cheap low bias tapes, but slightly synthetic sound quality I• le • • le fl64 
Pioneer CT-W806DR 300 Had it not been for the iffy transport quality, this ultra-sophisticated tv-(in would have been recommended. le 1 • • ele1 171 
Pioneer CT-S830S 500 High-class mechanism, if lacking in battleship externals, and superb sound • le • • • 1385 146 ---

Sony TC-KE&OOS 300 Mild setting-up problems notwithstanding, this UK-tweaked design has a smooth, open and un-cassette-like sound . , . • • e!e r158 
1 Technics RS-AZG 230 For those who can't afford the RS-AZ7: exqursrte clarity over the wrdest bandwrdth thanks to AZ thrn-film head I• I • • • il64 
Technics RS-AZ7 300 Thin-film head gives a solid, almost CD-Iike bass and mrdrange. A clear advance rn the state-of-the-art ie I • le • i158 
Yamaha KX-490 199 Electrifyingly transparent and capable deck whose only flaw is a trace of audible wow and flutter I • I • l e • r158 
Yamaha KX-580SE 250 Subtle, engaging and transparent sounding deck, with a lightweight tonality, but good stability and strong detail L • l• L• L l t• • 171 

into an analogue audio signal. This is called a digital to analogue convertor, 
or OAC. Although most players are contained in a single box, expensive 
players are usually two-box affairs. 

DAC (see below). To do this the player needs a digital output of either 
electrcal or optical persuasion; sonically the former is preferable. 
A CO player can be split into two basic components: the disc drive or 

� Best buy � Recommended 

controlled output. bitstream,PWM,etc n.ECIRICAI. DIOOAI. OUIPUT: For electri:al coonecliooiD an 

oultxlald!W:. � B.Et DIG OUIPUT: Balarml dijtal output ID be used 
wi1h ,;milady equiPIJ'd OACs 

AT&T OPT OIG OUTPUT: High-speed optical output to be 
used with similarly equipped DACs. 

BAL ANALOGUE OUTPUT: Balanced analogue output for 

amplifiers equipped with balanced inputs. 

MULTI-DISC: Equipped with a carousel or mu11i-tray sys

tem for continuous play of multiple discs. 

DAC TYPE: Digital to analogue convertor: BS- Philips 

Bitstream, MB- multibiL Hyb- hybrid of multibit and M
stream technologies, !bit- single bit types such as MASH, 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the factsback information page. 

OPilCoiL llGTAl OOIM For C1>0Cai ctfi'IO:Iillll<11 1lll!mU 
I:W:. 

HEADPHONE SOCKET: For can users. 

VARIABLE OUTPUT: Remotely adjustable. wtume-

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of H1-Fi ChoiCe in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

CD PLAYERS 
Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T T T T 4 Alchemist N exus APD3 2A 597 Refined treble, constrame yet capable bass an attractrve a -roun presentatron distrnguish t_hi _s p._a_,_ y_er _ r_om_t _e _cr_ow __ e_--:-' --;--+-.--il:---;-t ___ H_,_y_b ___ 16:..:.._9 

4 Acurus ACDU 899 Frrst-rate if costly player from the US, whrch combrnes a delightful transparency wrth an uncontrived naturalness e I I I I !bit 166 
4 Arcam Alpha 7 330 Very detailed for a budget player with a slick and free sense of dynamics, needs..:c= ar=ef.:cul..:a.::. nc:.::il..:la"-ry-'m"'a.:.:tc'-'hi"' ng,__ __ ..-•=-.;-1 __. __ ;-l _f-l _..;._ _ _;_ ! __,-,.---'.:.!.�=-+.::..:.::._ 

l'-'Ac.:.:o;.::u .:.:stc.:ic..:P _:_r e :..:cc.:is.:.:io-"n-=E'-'ik"-o s=--_1:.:.,8:..:5-:. 0_:cS..:cer.:.:io.:cus'-'ly-=c-:.us:..:to'-m"'is:..:e-:. dc..cc:Pioneer with extraordinary resolution and world beating imaging and bass (Statements) I e I I I i 
Hyb 1872 163 

lAMC CD8A 150 Has balanced output, but is otherwise rather grey and unremarkable I L e I le e I e 1 4 1Arcam Alpha 8 520 Refined, intricately detailed but a little cautious, this should be broadly compatible with a variety of amps • e j I ! I L ! 
!bit 165 
BS I 1 172 
BS 1873 163 

4 jArcam 8SE 600 Excellent (and very reasonably pnced) HDCD-compatr_bl'-e ._pla_,_ y _er-'is_ a-'s-'-tr'-on,_g ___ al_l-r-'-ou_ n - '-de'--r--------- :-: 1 •--:�-+-•c__l;-_cl:--+--f--t _,;l:-f...:.....:.:.:___-r-:..:...:_ 
"'A"'ud'-io'-l"'n"- no"' v"-at.:.:io "'n"-s Ac.: l.:.:to __ --"3-'-99=--_R-'-ef-=re-'-sh_in_.,g"'p-" ie.:.:ce-'o'-f '-au'-'d-'io..:s.: .:cu21p-"tu_ re belies in.ccc:.on--=s.:.:is.:.: te.c. nt'-'a"-ud=io"-b'-'e"'ha:...: v.:.:io-=-ur _____________ t,_•=-7-l -; __ :--l -.;-l -7--'i!i-7-l -i-=--=-="-.:.':..::.._ 

! -bit 176 
BS !635t !pi 

"-'A =ud:.:.io:::la::.:b:..:B:.:O.:.OO:.:C:.:cD ____ l:. :.,0:.:0-:.0--=D.:.ev:..:e..:lo"'pe:.:cd-=a.:.:ccording to the Green Cross Code of digital audio with an elegant but safe musical presentation le I I I I I BS 1874. 163 
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ch COl 3,290 Suspends disbelief with a frighteningly real yet obviously coloured sound. A rare pro� p_os_iti_on_ a_ m_ o-'ng,_C_ D-'p._la_,_ y _er _s ---•---,--l e--;c-• -+-! •--.-l --,-__,1,---,--1 +---'--+-'---'+-'.:..:._ 

899 A chip off the old block, this model's in-yer-face balance obstructs an otherwise finely detailed and dynamic sound e I I I I � 
BS 1875, 163 

MB ! 176 
4 AYI S2000 M C  R eference 1,399 Lean, dry, high resolution player, built to outlast most of us, and a fine performer in a sympathetic system ---•=--11-----'---_;._ 11 _ _ !r--.;1;-•

--'-11
_.;..-.JI

I ;-=-..._-L-=:_ 
4 Cambridge Audio CD4 150 Basic appearance and sluggish track access/track search belies its up and at 'em sound quality 1 e i , � 

MB 1 169 
Hyb 1268 147 

I 
BS 1877� 1 63 4 Cambridge Audio CD4SE 200 Among the best players we have encountered at the pri ce . considerably more refm:.:.ed::....:can::,d..:cc:... on':-vi:::.nc:.:: in"' gc.:lh.:.:a:::.n ..:C:::_D4.:..._ __ e::--:-l --7-l _:--l -�l �-7-1 _..,._1 +--=--t=-=--=-:-=--4 Cam bridge Audio CD& 250 A sharp, lively and articulate player, a real thoroughbred rn fact, perhaps too sharp.::.an::od.:: .li"-ve"' lyc.:f.::or-=s= om.:::e,_,s::cy :..:st= emc.:sc__�-=•-7-• ---c:----:-1 -+= 1 •'-7-1 _!:---;1-<--=::=--1-�_:..:::'-BS I !59 

4 Copland CDA- 266 1,199 Visually simple yet elegant design is unexpectedly sophisticated under the skin, =an.:.:dc.:e:::.ff :..:ec"'tiv:..: e_:_in'-e= x.:.:ec:.:cut"'io:c.n__, ___ e.::._-;-I --:--,--.;-I _T-- 1 -I:--;I:--+-I _.:.:=---,=r=:..::.._ 
�C.:cop"'la=n=d-=C:.=D:.:..A·..:2 ::.:88'----�2::.c,.:.:19"-9-'-A'-'gc:.en.:.:tl-:.e..,_giant of a player that errs in favour of pastel shades rather than bold daubs of colour, one for refined tastes e I I e I I I 

MB 176 
MB 1880 163 

4 Cymbol CDP1 2 1,299 Clean, detailed and airy HDCD-equipped player with minimalist trappi� e ! I I ! e 
Denon DCD -625 200 DCD-615 replacement is generously equipped but lacks sophisticated sound of its forebear 1• I t I e I 

Hybrid 
MB 

176 
1269 147 

4 Denon DCD-8 25 240 Despite extensive revisions, this latest player still sounds like a typical 18-bit Denon, which is no bad thingl - __ 1::_•=--1;---;-•=-;-1 _.;-1 _,_•.::....:._ 1 _ _:_ 1 -=-'-'-=t--=':.;_ 
4 Denon D CD- 10 15 __ _:3:..:.50=-- -=Exc.:.ce'-'ll= en2 t,-"-mc.:. id-range player- fast, fluid and...:.:lec::an'----- e i e e � i e I I 

MB 15311 137 
MB 1599 141 

4 De non DCD-3000 I ,000 Sings with the temperament of a huge orchestra under the baton of a tim:::i.::_ d .:::co::.:n.:::du:::ct2o"'r, .:::bu:.:.t_:cve"'ry'-'a,.,gc.:re.::: ea:::bc::le-=a'-t t:::ha:_:t_-;--::•:_7-1 ---:�•'--f-! _ ..,._ 1 -7-:-�1 -;1�-:=-F=_:..:::'-
4 I"O:.::e::.:no:::nc::D:.::C:::.D--=6:::.3 5=-------=1:.::80=---'M"'o:.::de::::s::_t P.::r.:::es= enc:ta:_:t::cion::_g.:iv::: e:::_ s :::litt= le clue to the thoroughbred electronics ticking away inside ! e I I e I I 

MB 1881 163 
MB I 172 

! E clipse CDlO l a  80 If you want to know the sound of high order distortion, this is probably as g._ oo'-d _ a_,_p _lac'-'e_ to'-s'-ta_ rt'-a-'-s -'-an_._y ____ -;-ll•-:ll'---1--i--ll
_+-jL --i·c-.-+-!1 _._+--'=-+--'-"-'-'-

Harman/Kardon HD 7 10 �player of integrity, but can sound a bit hard and rough when extended, and is-'s-'-om_ ec_w_hc_cat-'-a_m"'-pl.,-ifi-'-er_f:__: us-"sy.__ __ -i-''----'l--+ -+--ii-+''-..-----"'--".:.:.:...+---i-'-"-"-
MB 144 
!bit !59 

4 Harman/Kardon HD730 300 Competitive at the price, with a coloured but dynamic and outgoing sound supported by a raft of us-'- er_ f-'-ea-"tu_re"'s __ -;-i •=--r-• -1---
i
l'--_,1....--+-e'- '7-� ----=- =----+-==-4 Helios Model 2 �9-'-50;......._T_his player may not be to everyone's taste, but it is an individual, with some interesting things to say le l l I l 

BS 1 166 
I. 176 Low bit 
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CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Pri ce(£) Comments ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
JVC XL-V184BK 120 I Excellent budget player, well presented, a tad opaque but its heart is in the right place. I I 1 • ll bit 172 

JVC XL-V284BK 140 Featuring a new set of bitstream innards, this flexible player has a refined, if occasionally unpredictable sound • • • !bit 1270 147 

JVC XL-Z574 250 Strong resolving power and good midband and dynamics, but slightly raw and thin • • !bit 159 

JVC XL-Z674BK 300 Even-handed, but glosses over the most intimate moments • • • !bit 1637 151 

Kenwood DP-3080 170 Bold, dynamic and outgoing sound, though somewhat aggressive. Poor build quality and finish • • !bit 159 

[llenwood DP-4090 250 Focuses a clear, wide aperture lens on the music - and has CD Test too • • • • !bit 172 

�Kenwood DP-7 090 400 A lively and compelling performer with an even-handed and coherent disposition • • MB 1885 163 

llrell KPS 20i 9,990 Forthright, edge-of-the-seat sound with outstanding bass performance (tested in Statements) • • • • • MB 1734 155 

Unn Mimik 875 Useful multi-room features matched to strong bass, but poor imagery and transparency • Hyb 1762 155 

Marantz CD63Mkll Kl Sig 500 it's the quintessential sound of Marantz- warm, open, and smooth almost to a fault • • • Hyb 169 

Marantz CD-67 270 Dynamic, authoritative, and wide tonal response, but also shut-in and mid-forward balance • • • • !bit !59 

Marantz CD-67SE 350 I Refined, enjoyable player, though ultimately a little soft-centred • • • • BS 166 

Marantz CD-48 200 Somewhat inconsistent, middle ranking player which hints at better things • • • !bit 172 

Marantz CD-17 1 800 Fabulous packaging and an excellent all round performer, smooth, detailed and consistent • BS 1763 155 

Marantz CD-17KIS 1,100 Minor QC problems aside, this is a superbly turned-out machine, but ultimately a little bland • • • BS 176 

Meracus Tanto 1,395 Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement takes preference over dynamics- but it's not cheap • os 169 

Meridian 506 1.100 Revised 506 includes MSR remote and a new D/A chip, which makes it livelier and more detailed • • bit 176 

Meridian 508 (20-bitl 1,995 Combines a delicate mid and treble with rich, opulent bass and has impressive low-level resolution • • • BS 1886 163 

Mission Cyrus dAD3 598 1 This front loader has a relaxed style of delivery that convinces with guile and subtlety rather than orchestral ordnance BS 1887 163 

Mission Cyrus dAD3Q 898 Lucid, transparent and uncontrived sound quality, superb build, and readily upgradeable • MB 169 
Monrio Privilege 995 I Costly and well-engineered, but ultimately rather heavy-handed and dull, if refined player • MB 166 
Musical Fidelity E60 300 This entry-level player lacks proper stereo localisation and clarity • • BS 1166 

Musical Fidelity A2 500 Warm (too warm), attractive and open player, a great improvement on (related) EGO • • BS 169 
Musical Fidelity FCD 1,500 A forward disposition makes this perfect for Fenders but less appropriate to Guarneris • • BS 163 

Myryad M Cl  00 700 A little extra get-up-and-go wouldn't go amiss, but its sheer maturity and composure ensure listenability • BS 1889 163 
Myryad MCD500 ,1,300 Well-built attractive player, which has much promise, some unrealised, and which can be a little hard going on audition el J � Low bit 176 
NAD 510 [ 200 Pale version of NAD's senior CD players with a stripped down feature count !bit 172 
NAD 512 250 Simple, well-focused presentation, and articulate with it, though hard-nosed quality is not everyone's cup of tea • !bit 159 

NAD 514 370 Boisterous sound, but undeniably attractive • • BS 1639 151 

Naim Audio CD3 1,000 The idiosyncratically packaged CD3 is solid and highly articulate. Always has its feet on the ground though r MB 1765 155 

Naim Audio C02 2,000 Provides bags of detail with a solid stereo focus but not all the romanticism we know to be possible MB 1890 163 

Onkyo DX-7210 260 Well-bred CD player features an unusual digital filter, is smooth and cultured without appearing grey or boring • • • BS 1273 147 
Onkyo DX-7510 400 Strongly flavoured, assertive sound •• • • BS 1640 151 

Orelle CD-lOOEA 1 649 Excellent imagery, timing and transparency, and readily upgraded or reconfigured • • • MB 166 

Philips CD-721 130 Surprisingly well-sorted, articulate if slightly glossy and attractively presented sound Captive signal lead !bit !59 

Philips CD751 180 Inconsistent and occasionally opaque and scrawny sounding cheapie • • !bit 172 

Pioneer PD-S705 300 A dichotomy, this machine was loved by some for its articulacy and disliked by others for sounding too impressive I • • BS 1891 163 

Pioneer PD-S904 400 Too rnuch legato - literally - in sound, but a very smooth performer ,. • !bit 1641 151 

Pioneer PDS-06 550 Technologically sophisticated, Pioneer's first multi-bit player for years is polished and capable, if a tad laid back • • • MB 176 

Pioneer PD-S505 Precision 460 Assured, fluid-sounding player, with great spatial coherence • • !bit 166 

Quad 77 900 A true thoroughbred combining a penetrating insight into detail with poise rarely found at the price I I Hyb 1893 163 

Roksan DP3P 1,495 Dramatic and compelling, classical listeners should be ready to 'air conduct' when auditioning this player • BS 1896 163 

Roksan Caspian ' 895 Solid, articulate, and fundamentally well-engineered player, but with some subtle low-level limitations • Hyb 169 

Rote! RCD-970BX 375 A combination of solid build, useful facilities and an attention grabbing sound make this a winner • BS 1897 163 

Sherwood C0-4030R 180 Easy on the ear, smooth-sounding player, with limits set by the slightly soft, compressed quality- and messy facia •• • • BS 159 

Sherwood COl 1,100 A very neutral, even handed sounding player with a rather flat, lifeless sound. Beautiful construction • • BS 1899 163 

Sony CDP-XE510 180 Souped up CDP-XE500 which tells a rather bland and unengaging story • • • !bit 172 

Sony COP-XE900E 300 Refined and analytical disc scavenging tool, but there are some distinctive colourations making auditioning vital • BS 159 

Sony CDP-XA20ES 450 High tech. with a long list of gadgets, this is an oddly configured player that ultimately sounds less than compelling • • • !-bit 176 

Sony CDP-X3000ES 500 Shoebox format player, with looks to die for, and switchable digital filters to tweak the already excellent sound • • BS 1 69 
Teac 3450SE I 200 For once a budget player where the gadgets take second place to respectable, budget amplifier-friendly sanies I • • !bit 166 

Teac CD-5 ! 350 Bright, breezy and up-beat- but short in the trouser department • • �· BS 1643 151 

Teac VRDS-7 599 Although bold and outgoing, this player can sound both intrusive yet lacking in fine detail • • BS 1769 155 

Teac VRDS-9 I 700 Well-presented, heavyweight midi, the Teac is crisp, yet shallow, and inconsistent in sound quality and partnering skills •• • • 1-bit 176 

Teac VRDS-lOSE 850 Superbly built and presented, but rather leaden bass, with an over-prominent and not ideally refined mid/top • • BS 169 

Teac VRDS-25 1,300 A solid player in all respects combining powerful sound with state-of-the-art technology • • MB 1903 163 

Technics SL-PG480A 130 Full driving sound, but somewhat uneven in balance with a unsubtle, slightly harsh top end • !bit 159 

Technics SL-PS770D 250 High tech and well built technology battleship which smoothes the rough edges off the music • • • BS 172 

Trichord Genesis 549 Breathed-on Pioneer is warm and mellifluous, but ultimately lacks drive and authority. t• • • Hyb 169 

Trichord Revelation 799 Well-ordered and clean sound that may be a little too refined for some, images well •• I I •I !bit 166 

XTC COP-1 �1.250 Bright and sometimes abrasive, but detailed player • • MB 176 

:tamaha COX-390 130 Well endowed entry level unit, with inconsistent sound that can be harsh in extremis !bit 172 

Yamaha CDX-490 170 Big, blowsy sound, is undermined by lack of precision and focus • • • !bit 159 
1Yamaha CO-X890 350 Clearly a quality product in every sense, the Yamaha provides a spacious, refined and tuneful account of the music • • • • BS 166 

. . • 0 • 

Arcam Delta 250 800 Arcam's best effort yet is a new design based on Philips CDM9 transport. Specification includes Sync Lock facility • • • 1491 130 

Audiolab SOOOCDM 1.400 Super-slick transport and basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail • . , . I I 162 

Audiomeca Kreatura SE 1.400 Superb combo for those who like the sound of valves (tested with Elixir DAC in Sessions) .. � • MB 141 

Audiomeca Mephisto 2,350 Tested with Trichord Pulsar, the duo provides a highly composed and tactile sound • • - 1320 144 

Linn Karik 1,850 Based on early Linn transport, the Karik is dry but very positive, detailed and engrossing • • 1323 144 

Meridian 500 1,245 Used with the 563 DAC, the combination is thin, brash and uncomfortable • • 1103 133 

PS Audio Lambda 2,250 With Ultralink Two, sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail • • • 1106 133 

Roksan Attessa ATI-DP3 1,495 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material I• I , . I !bit 162 
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CD PLAYERS 

Teac YRDS-Tl 

Theta Data Basic 11 
Thorens TCD2000 

550 Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed so"--un-=-d -"(te.:..:s"" ted::...wccit"-h-=-D- -T"'-1) 
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2,397 Uses a Philips CDM-9 Pro mechanism and works a treat with more lively DACs 1494 130 
999 Lively and up-front presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble f e � I e I ! I I I I 162 

� Trichord Digital Turntable 

Wadia 8 

699 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer le I I e I I I ! I ! 162 
3,195 Budget version of Teac'sVRDS mechanism in a fancy case;just too expensive for the pertormance on offer I• 1 • 1 e 1•1 I � I I 1495 130 

DACS 

!Arcam Black Box 50 350 Measured and sophisticated sound from a DAC that leaves plenty in reserve for future upgrades I I I I ! I I I Hyb 1506' 133 
Arcam Black Box 500 500 Sophisticated unit with sync lock and discrete DAC I i I I I I I I BS 1519 
Audio Note DACl 675 Oddball DAC with manual de-emphasis switch. Needs a high preamp input impedance or bass will suffer I I I I I I I I MB 
Audiolab 8000DAC 900 Basically very honest sound, but lacking the last degree of fine detail I I I I I i I I BS 
Audiomeca Elixir 799 DAC was tested with Kreatura SE- see above I I I I I � I I BS 
Linn Numerik 1,500 A new 20-bit DAC and revised Karik transport have cleaned up; but sounds a bit dry and humourless l I I I I I I ! MB 1323, 
PS Audio Ultralink 2 HDCD 2,590 With Lambda transport, the sound positively sparkles with colour and resonant detail I I r I I � I MB ll06 
PS Audio Reference Link 4,550 Consolidates reputation of PS Audio for high performance digital electronics I I L I • I I MB 1069 
Roksan Attessa ATT-DA2/DS5 1,145 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of good excitement with the right material I I I I I I !bit 
Teac D-Tl 500 Teamed with VRDS-Tl for test, this superb quality unit is tidy and composed I I I I I I BS . 1325 

---

Teac D-700 600 With P-700, the 0-700 may lack the resolution, but is bubbly and entertammg I I I J I I I I MB 
Thorens TDA 2000 700 Lively and up-front presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble I I I I I I I I BS 
Trichord Pulsar Series One 1,395 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer. Switchable phase, dither etc L I l L l t L Hyb 

You must listen to OJ..Ul.lQO For details of your nearest stockist, 
m 01480 451777. Or visit the company's WorldWideWeb site- http://www.mission-cyrus.com 

136 
127 
162 
141 
144 
133 
132 
162 
144 
120 
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162 

D 
igital recorders come in a variety of different guises, but have 

yet to make much of an impact on the domestic market. At 

present there are three types to choa;e from: OAT (digital audio 

tape), MD (Mini Disc), and CD-R (CD Recordable). MD's claim to fame 

is its optical disc format, which offers instant track access and can't be 

worn out like a tape. OAT has been on the market for quite some time 

now, but has never really 'made if as a consumer medium due to the 

dearth of pre-recorded material. However it has begun to carve itself a 

niche in the top end of the market, replacing reel-to-reel as the audiophile's 

tape basec medium. Home CD-R is coming into its own with Pioneer's 

PD-R05 machine attempting to set a trend. 

FORlW: 'fJpe of reconler, see above for descrijiions. 
IW:'IYPE: �toanaio(DJe COIMllt!J: SS- Pt;ips Bitstream, 
M8- mUtibt. Hyb- h)1Jrid d mullilitand bitstream �. 
!bit-� tot types Sll:l1 as MASH, bitstream, I'IIM etc 

ADC TYPE: AnakJ&c< todigilaiCOIMllt!Jlypes as per [)'ICs. 

POI!IABlE: Can be run olf batteries but oot necessan� personal 

stereosile. 

OPTICAl.IHiOOTPti!S: Digital so&.try for optical cable. 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 

00 Best buy Jl Recommended 

El£CTRICAL INft)UTPtiiS: lliljtal so&.try f!>' electrical cable. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback in formation page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The O.ue of Hi-Fi Choice m which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

Product Price(£) Comments T T T T T T T T 

Pioneer PDR-04 700 
Pioneer D-05 900 
Pioneer PDR-05 1,000 CD recorder that uses domestic blanks only (limited to 74 minutes), write once but excellent sound quality CO-R BS BS 
Pioneer D-C88 2,000 State-of-the-art portable 96kHz DAT recorder, the size of a lap-top computer this Nagra country on the cheap OAT BS BS e 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi Choice 
review or needed some sound independent 
advice to make up that 'Best Buy' system? 

Factsback is a personal service designed to help you 
navigate the ever-increasing list of available prod
ucts. Now, our reprints are instantly available to 
you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 hours a day. 
You get the review you need, just when you need it. 
International readers can order copies of reviews 
(£1.50 per page with a credit card) by calling 
Starcomm on +44 1132 940600. 

How much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service is 45p per 

minute off-peak and SOp per minute at all other 

times. The pages you will receive have been 
designed to keep user costs to a minimum. The 

Factsback system was put together by 

Starcomm Ltd (0870) 121214. 

CALL 0930 110118 
122 MARCH 1998 

Call the Factsback system from the handset of your fax 
machine. The handset must be switched to 'tone'. 

0 Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 
or specific documents -by a known document number from 
the keypad of your fax machine. 

Q Factsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax 
machine complete with coversheet. 
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T 
here are a variety of different approaches to headphone 

design. Among the more expensive models, electrostatic 

drivers are used in open-backed phones. Most models 

feature dynamic (moving coil) drivers in circular, open or closed-back 

designs. The advantage of open backs seems to be a correspondingly 

open sound, but one can also hear external noise, of course. Closed-back 

designs are useful in situations where it is necessary to block out noise. 

ear; supra-aural designs feature a flat pad which presses on the outer 

ear; and intra-aurals (in-€ar) rest inside the ear itse�. a la personal stereos. 

For best results a separate headphone amplifier is recommended. 

� Best Buy � Recommended 

an'lifie<ool!>i-1YPE: Opera� principle, 0 • dynamic, E- eledrostalic. 
SUfRA..AlJIIAl St)1e v.i1ere a flat pad iJ8SSOS oo l!1e outer ear. 
aROJMAilRAI.: St)1e wtO:h encloses 111e ear 

a.osm BACX: �ps oot external oose. 
WEIGHT (G): Mass in grams 

IMPEJWICE (Q): lJHI tlfero:IID l!1e � an'lifie< All else 
�"'U''i.l!lek>Y<rl!leirnl><larrel!leWilrl!leswndftraliven 

3.5MM JACK ADAPTOR: Can be used with mini-jacl<-equipped 

components such as pewnal stereos. 

ordering a tax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fr Choice 10 which the 

original review appeared. OPEN IIACX: Offers an open swnd but le!:; in noise. FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

HEADPHONES 
roduct Price(£) Comments 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 'f' 

� AKG KlOOO 700 One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into speaker outputs 270 120 99 
� Audio Technica ATH910PRO 90 The closed back 9 !0s are an improvement on the 909s, with a nice rhythmic quality rarely found with headphones • 280 40 55 

io=
B-'" eyc.:e.:... r "-OT:.::l..:.00'------'1..:.52=-,. Rugged, modular professional design, but bass is woolly and treble lacks detail e 350 600 !57 
Beyer OT311 57 Uncharacteristically tight, unrefined sound quality from this otherwise well engineered 'phone 0 124 40 e 1098 133 

4 Beyer OT331 82 Tonally bright and deficient in bass, but exceptionally comfortable, artJculate, detailed and refined 0 210 40 e 1801 !57 
Beyer OT411 69 A reasonable but not very thrilling headphone that doesn't really offer enough at the price 0 120 250 Ill 

� Beyer OT511 117 Superb midband clairy and speed slightly at odds with soft bass. High tingle factor even so 0 200 250 172 
� Beyer OT531 135 A good buy for serious, heavy-duty music making 0 245 250 144 
� Beyer OT9ll 235 Probably too revealing for many headphone amps, these are very subtle and fine, if expensive cans 0 275 250 Ill 

Oenon AH-0550 80 A competent 'phone with integrity, but little panache or charisma. Hard.:.h :::ea::::d:::ba::.n ::.d. :::ca::::u :::se::s..:b:.:ra ::::in.. :sc::.tra::.in::_ _____ .:_o _ _,;-=--:--;..:•=-..:2::.00:_.::3.:.5_::e:___::18:.:0.:.. 1...::15::.7_ 
Oenon AH-0750 130 loud and gutsy, meaty bass, good with rock and dance. Can sound thick and clumsy D e 250 30 e 172 

;.:G::..:ra=d.:.o
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"'CI:=:ea"'r,..:open and dynamic with pedantically open mid-band. Crude physical design, rough frequency extremes D 60 8 e 1801 !57 
� Grado SR-225 200 Warn, darkly-coloured tonally and ultimately lacking in clarity, but true to the spirit of the music if not the letter D 200 32 1883 163 
4 ecklin Float Model l 79 While very unusual in appearance, the Floats give remarkable sound quality and openness at a reasonable price D 400 200 55 
� Jecklin Float Model 2 99 Helmet shaped, but open sounding and comfortable in the long term, des:.c p _itec..l _ac_k..:.of_ a_d,_ju _st_ m_en_t ________ D_--:--;---:--4_0 _0 _20_0 __ ,_ __ 6_ 3_ 

JVC HA-0910 65 Broadly acceptable if unexciting design with low level losses and some colourations D e 220 32 e 121 

Precide Ergo Model 2 140 Still has much of the spaciousness and detachment of the Float from which it is derived, but has a coarse mid/top 0 380 100 1892 163 
4 Philips SBC 3396 70 Remarkably airy for closed-back designs. Fine tonal balance, punchy delivery. Amazing for money D • 255 32 • 172 

lPhilips SBC HP900 90 Sharper, snappier midrange than 3396 initially impressive but blows the balance and listenability D e 200 32 e 172 

Sennheiser IS 380 55 As close as you'll get to real hi-fi with IR phones at this price Inevitable hiss spoils the illusion D e 192 1/R e 172 
� Sennheiser HD 455 55 Inoffensive, if nondescript sound, modular, but can become dislodged from head D 185 60 e 1801 !57 

Sennheiser HO 475 80 Elegant, uncluttered sound and very comfortable but lean bass saps satisfaction D 120 60 e 172 
� Sennheiser HO 545 125 Fine all rounder that takes all styles of music in its stride. Ear-clamping headband 
4 Sennheiser HO 565 Ovation 150 Wide bandwidth desrgn which is refined, expressive and extremely comfortable 

Sennheiser HE 60/HEV70/UK 998 Very nearly a superb electrostatic, with an achingly pure midband, but top end is sibilant and edgy 
Sony MOR-C0770 100 Neutrality and comfort make the Sony easy to live with. Technically correct-sounding too, yet musically unrewarding 

4 Sony MOR-C01700 199 Astonishmgly detailed, uncoloured and free of the usual artefacts from a sealed back headphone. Tremendous value 
Sony MOR-Fl 
Technics RP-011200 

4 :Stax Lambda Nova Basic 
Technics RP-Hnoo 
Vivanco IR5800 

� Vivanco SR650 
4 Vivanco SR750 

Vivanco IR7100 

100 Natural, easy-going sound teamed with great looks and comfort. Shame about the lightweight bass 
130 Functional design with head-pulping bass and muggy tonal balance. Good job they're sweat-proof 
449 Refined, articulate, yet with real presence -and a notable bargain by electrostatic standards 
70 Well-finished but physically crass and grubby sounding 
50 Consistently musical and easy going. Doesn't reach for sonic heights so hiss is less bothersome 
50 Unusually comfortable 'phone with excellent detail resolution but aggressive, thanks to tweeter resonance 
60 Cossetting physical design, attractive sound an pricing, though suffers ovemang and lacks ultimate dynamics 

120 Infra-red phones that work well but suffer from the limitations of the medium ie compression and hiss (Sessions) 
Yivanco Cyberwave FMH3000 80 The only cordless head phone that offer genuine walkabout freedom. But it sounds like a cheap FM tuner 

D 255 150 e 172 
D 255 150 e 1801 157 

D 
D 
D 
D 

D 

260 n/a 1898 163 
• • 1801 157 
• 325 32 • 1901 163 

300 12 • 172 
• 230 32 • 172 

347 n/a 1902 163 
255 • 1801 157 

172 
1801 157 
1801 157 

149 
172 

!Zj SE 1\11\1 HE IS EA HEADPHONES ARE THE ESSENTIAL ACCESSORY! 
To find your nearest dealer, call � (01494) 551551. And don't miss Sennheiser's Web site on the Net- http://www.sennheiser.com 
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A
s the last item in the hi-fi chain, the loudspeaker is merely the 

slave of what has gone before; it is only as good as the signal 

it is fed. Nevertheless, the distortions introduced by 

loudspeakers (and rooms) tend to be the most obvious. 

The average loudspeaker consists of an enclosure plus a couple of drive 

units behind a removable grille. Inside the box lurks a simple electrical 

circuit known as a crossover, which divides the incoming (full range) 

signal into the right bits for the drivers to handle. The designer's primary 

task is to balance the 'sensitivity' of the loudspeaker (how loud it goes 

for a given electrical input) against the bass extension (how low it goes), 
for the given box size. 

Subwcofers augment the bass and come in passive and amplified active 

fonn. They are less sensitive to placement than regular speakers. 

� Best Buy 4 Recommended 

SIZE Wldtdl (cm): Wlllh Ill �Ill de!Xt1 in centimetres. 

FLOORSTMO£R: As opJklSed to requiring a dedicate<! stand 

SEHSITM1Y (dl!t/l): Efficiency: tow moch volume you get for a 

�ven input the higf>erthe toOOet: 

IMPEDMC£ (n): Measured in Ohms impedarce rr is a measure 

of tow hard a kludspeaklr is to drive: the kllwr tile number the 
more powerful the am�ifier needs to be. 

BASS FROM lHz): The lowest freQuency tllat a spea"" can 

reproduce, based oo in-<0011 measurements. 

FREE SPACE: Spea""' shou� be ptaced away from walls . 

CLOSE TO WAll: � is recomrneodoo tllat these spea""' be 

�aced close (between 3 and 11cm) to the rear wall. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The reference for ordering a fax copy of the 
r..;ew. Use tile contents page to find tile Factsback page 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. 

HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
'f' �.(-�<.;, toolls:'l)r;l),�P �o,.,,Ss "lla �'ll�;os� ro"'c.r -t/11� "'" '"rc"V "'"'o�/tt8� c�f0 � Ot"1 J'p"c� �tt,,, �8�11 �8�11 

... 
Acoustic Energy AE109 350 Lots of mass-loaded twin-driver speaker for the money, especially for loud, driving bass 18,90,25 • 88 4 25 i e I 1904 164 
Acoustic Energy AE120 500 Attractive presentation and good sonic headroom, but a heavy, uneven overall balance, and a difficult amp load too 18,98,28 • 89 4 25 l • 170 
Acoustic Precision Eikos FRl 800 Lightweight single cone design with state-of-the-art midrange resolution, speed and imaging (Statements) 17.4,25,28 86 8 65 • 172 
ATC SCM20 1,599 Massively built, invariably informative but the rather forward presentation can be uncomfortable 24,44,31 83 a I 2a • 86 
Audio Gem Emerald 540 Pretty compact floorstander with lively if lightweight sound 18,94,21 • 87 6 40 • 1905 164 

PAudio Note AN-IlD 930' 
Light damping and local unevenness add some colouration, but don't spoil the speaker 38,58,25 p 93 1 a 1 25 I '• 110 

Audio Note AN-E/0 1,520 Coherent, dynamic and transparent, with extended bass and high sensitivity - but ugly! 36 ,84,28 • 94 8 20 • 106 
Audio Physic Tempo 1,999 Tall and unusually-styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning 22,107,47 • 88 8 28 • • 1344 143 
AVI Positron 900 Suited to smaller rooms, this 'mini-floorstander' is capable of great precision and delicacy, but in a rather small scale way 117.5,25,7784 • 85 1 6 40 • 174 

1 B&W DM302 150 Highly competent and neutral all rounder; clever Prism enclosure 19,32,22 88 � 4 45 • 1778 156 
ia&W DM601 200 I Great main driver for the price, entertaining dynamics 20.5,35.5,231 88 i 6 30 • 1779 156 

B&W DM602 300 Prefers tall stands and space, but offers impressive midband dynamics and musical tension ___ 24,49 ,31 90� 8,30 • 1654 152 
B&W 305 350 Ridged paper cone gives lively sound, clever box, but a little uneven 22 ,87 ,31 • 89 4 40 • 1908 164 
B&W 603 500 Squat floorstander with decent dynam1cs and well-judged, restrained balance; bass could go deeper 23.5,88,29 I • I 89 I 7 45 • I 170 
B&W P4 675 Strikes a nice balance between all-out studio monitor sound and bass-filled crowd pleaser (tested in Sessions) 1 20,81,25.6 • 8a ! a 50 • 156 
B&WCDMl 600 Gorgeous stand-mount delivers unusually good bass for its size I 22,38,28 I 88 1 6 30 • 1818 160 
B&W CDM7 1,000 A combination of serious welly and physical elegance, a basic lack of midband smoothness rather let the side down 22,97,29 • .so 4 22 1 e 174 
B&W Matrix 805 V 1,095 Stylish, remarkable imaging, good balance and low colouration 33,33,21 87 I 8 I 30 • 98 
B&W Matrix 804 1,695 A great all-rounder which combines exceptional bass extension with fine sensitivity 26,96,26 • 88 4 20 1 e ,167 
B&W Matrix 80153 3,995 Lacks transparency and the drama of the best dynamics, but acoustically a tour de force ' 44,100,56 • an 8 20 • 81 
B&W Nautilus 35,000 Radical design results in one of the finest loudspeakers available. Active x-over needs 4 power amps (Statements) 42,105,90 • 87 4 10 • 166 
Cadence ES 3,500 Hybrid electrostatic/dynamic design from India that excels with classical material (Statements) 1 33,108,37 • ! 91 j 8 35 • 1798 157 
Castle lsis 250 A great miniature at a very competitive price. Sound is lightweight but very coherent, with a fine overall balance 17, 35.5,21 87 i 8 45 • 1170 
Castle Severn 2 580 Carbon fibre cone gives lovely, subtle midband but treble is a bit dull and bass a bit thumpy; lovely cabinetwork 21,84,25 • 87 8 30 • 174 
Castle Avon 730 Lovely box and lovely voices from carbon-fibre composite cone I 22,91,28 --- • 85 1 8 22 • 1909 164 
Castle Harlech 880 Handsome big-sounding floorstander, great value and dynamic mid range 20,96,33 • 88 1 8 28 • 1820 160 
Castle Howard S2 1,200 Ably fills the gap between Chester and Winchester; has a rich, laid-back balance I 26,104,41 e 1 90 I 8 40 • 1078 132 
Celestion Al 899 Rich, warm and laid-back, but a true quality sound; lovely build 24,41,35 881 6125 • 1910 164 
Cerwin-Vega VSlO 350 Not all that refined but ballsy as heck, these rock boxes have no shortage of gung-ho I 33,70,29 • 195 6 37 • 1758 155 
Chario Syntar 100 250 Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or exciting sound around 18,32,27 j 87 6 I 45 • 170 
Dali 1048 370 Lively, rich sounding and communicative. Shame about bland styling and dull balance 22,86,27 • 93 1 4 28 • 1657 152 
Dali 606 400 A big bruiser at a tempting price, Dali's 'no-frills' 606 sounds refined and polite, but also packs some punch 22,97,32 • 91 1 4 25 I e i 174 
Dyn�udio Applause 50 577 Th1s compact stand-mount doesn't look b1g, but sound quality can match many models at twice the price 20,33,25 86 4 30 • ! 174 
Dynaudio Contour 1.8 1,842 Wonderful voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact box • 21,95,29 • 85 4 20 • 167 
Electrofluidics Sonolith 2.2xi 5,999 Polymer concrete cabinet with aluminium cones produces world class imaging and very serious bass (Statements) 38,95,42.5 • 86 4. n/a • I 139 
Epos ES12 500 High quality luxury stand-mount has great midband and stereo imaging 20,38,25 85 1 a I 45 • f 1823,160 
Epos ES14 675 Substantial stand-mount delivers delightful midrange focus and delicacy with good bass control 23,49,29 87! 8 25 • 98 
I Epos ES22 1,185 Elegant floorstander with 'safe' balance that can be enlivened with the right cable and energetic material (Sessions) 21 ,88,25 • 87 6 58 • 1629 151 
.Epos ES25 1,655 Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance 24,90,35 • 88 6 22 • 11346 143 

Faraday Siren 445 High mass concrete cabinet is let down by imbalance of ageing driver combination 25,27,46 90 4 48 '. 94 
Gale 2i 140 Unspectacular sound and appearance fail to help this solid little miniature stand out from the crowd 22,40,27 88 7 40 ' • 170 
GLL lmagio IC130 500 Lots of speaker for the money, but sound is decidedly dull and shut in I 22,112,29 • 88 4 20 • 1824 160 
Harbeth BBC LS3/5A 699 Still a classic miniature, though not to every taste, and none the better for the recent update 19,30,18 82 10 I so • 66 

, Heybrook Prima 159 Fine pace and timing, but balance is forward and bass is tight 20,29 ,18 87 6 50 ! • 110 
Heybrook Heylette 269 Attractive traditional-style near-miniature has fine bass-to-mid integrity, but dull and shut-in top end 19.5,30 ,20 89 6 45 • 170 
Heybrook Heylios 389 - Great all-round performance m a pretty package at a sharp price 24,36,27 87 6 25 • 164 

N Heybrook Heylo 439 Good vocal reproduction, but sounds thin and bass seems an afterthought 23,73,19 • 88 8 30 • 1658 152 
1 Heybrook Quartet 649 Solidly large bookshelf model with good sensitivity and a lively, forward sound 24,41,22 90 8 48 • 122 

Heybrook Ultima 650 Has the bass wallop to justify its dual hi-li/home cinema roles, but didn't get our listeners particularly excited 22,97,29 • 89 6 45 • 174 
Heybrook Sextet 1,299 Coherent and highly analytical, partly due to distinct upper-mid forwardness 27,90,20 • 88 8 L 25 • 102 
Infinity Reference li !50 Although not to our tastes, this is a competent speaker, and decent material value 20,34,20 89 i 6 50 • 1403 148 ---

I Jamo BXlOOA 350 A cracking output for their size, these rock boxes can be a bit bright but have decent bass 315,54,28 L ! 91 L a � 4o • 1758 !55 
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Jamo Classic 8 400 I A lot of speaker for the money; good when playing quietly, but boom 'n tizz character sounded crude 22,90,29 • 90 4 28 • 1659 152 
Jamo 477A 500 I Very prettily styled, but build and sound quality are disappointing at the price 19,77,28 • 88 I 4 40 • 1549 138 
Jamo 507A 700 Exceptionally imaginative styling keeps the front view super slim yet still packs a punch. Glass top is a neat extra touc 22,94,37 • 88 3 40 • 174 
Jamo Concert 8 1,300 Employing a die cast magnesium cone with a charming open and detailed midband (Statements) 24.5,38,31 90 4 38 • 1822 160 
JBL lX2 250. Lively and invigorating, if a touch crude. this good-hearted speaker reproduces music with considerable enthusiasm 22,40,27 87 8 40 • 170 
JBl l20 7oo I Pricey, heavy and a bit laid back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 26,42,28 86 8 30 • 1550 138 
JBL SVA1500 7oo I A distictive Pro-style bi-radial horn tweeter, and the sound is quite a lot of fun, enlivened (1) by a juicy bass thump 17.5,51,31 86 8 40 . , 174 
JBLL40 I,OOOI Classic, large, stand-mount 3-way is full of vim and vigour, with a superb sense of balance 30,65,31 88 4 23 • 167 
JBll90 1,500! A classic monitor wh1ch communicates with gusto and enthusiasm, though it can sound a bit crude 24,94, 35 • 91 6 23 • 1348 143 
Jordan Watts JH 400 I 5651 Piano-finish hexagon has controversial sound, with uneven balance but delightful mid 28,38,21 86 8 50 • 106 
JPW Mini Monitor 60 Ultra-cheap miniature works well in a limited way 18,27,17. 5 86 I 8 50 • 1781 �156 
j JPW Gold Monitor 80 i --

More informative than Mini Monitor - but fiercer too 18,27,17.5 86 8 50 • 1782 156 
JPW Ml510 I 140 I Lots of good-quality speaker for the pnce, but not an ideal match for cheap budget components 20,34,22 88 I 5 50 • r169 
JPW Ml1010 400 A seriously substantial speaker for the price, and an obvious choice for those who like their music loud 22.5,115,40 • 911 6 25 • 170 
JPW Ruby 1 400 Very pretty but pricey luxury metal-cone miniature has good, if slightly edgy balance 19,32,21 87 ' 6 55 • 1572 139 
JPW Ruby4 1,000 Twin metal-cone main drivers improve the dynamic performance and bass extension, with little sacrifice in focus precisio 22,94,26 • 88 8 25 • 174 
KEF Coda 7 130 Lovely open voice reproduction, but bass could be !auter; build tougher 18,30,23 88 6 50 • 1783 156 
KEF Coda 8 190 Outstandingly well-balanced, bass is deep but a little vagu _e __ 20,32.5,29 86 6 28 1784 156 
KEF Coda 9 300 Uneven budget 3-way floorstander with poor bass definition 20,86,28 • 89 6 30 • 1785 156 
KEF ROM One 500 Cute and tiny, nice midband but lack of bass warmth and weight 23,30,24 88 6 70 • 164 
KEF Reference Model 2 1,599 Classy, large floorstander that has massive headroom and clean mid-to-treble, but limited deep bass for size 23,103,34 • 89 4 30 • � 167 
Kelly KT3 1,20oj Super high sensitivity, this hetty floorstander sacrifices smoothness to dynamic realism - to very good eHect 25,95,36 • 95 4 28 • 174 
Keswick Audio Aria 11 379 1 Confident and dynamic sound, if a little crude and shut in 21,42,24 89 8 20 • 1405 148 
Keswick Audio Torino 9991 Good value, lively contender with distinctive shape and styling. Goes loud and deep but could be smoother 18-26, 93,28 • 90 4 20 •• 167 
Unn Keilidh Passive 750 Stunning timing and coherence, and aweso_!!le bass drive 20,83,28 • 87 4 22 • 1552 138 
Unn Kaber Passive 2,000' Dry, bright balance emphasises dynamics and transients, but can sound unforgiving 20,90,28 • 87 4 25 • 118 
living Voice Airscout 19,500 You want dynamics7 Get a horn, get a very, very good horn. This is a very, very good horn. Tested with RW24 horn sub 62.5,115,57 • 104 8 60 • 163 
living Voice Air Partner S 37,200 Outstanding transparency and dynamics lrom remarkably solid and fast mega horn 64,160,90 • 108 8 40 • f138 
Meridian DSP&OOO 9,4001 Sophisticated digital design, with a wide-ranging, refined and detailed sound. Has on-board amplification 28,133,43 • 35 • 11226 140 
Mission 731 PRO ' 140 Cautious balance makes a fine match with budget equipment. A classy baby for smaller rooms �7.5,31.5,20 89 8 55 • 169 
Mission 7 33i 330 New tweeter gives this floorstander a more open sound; a good all-rounder that doesn't sound as big as it looks 20.5,88,30 • 88 8 45 • 170 
Mission 752 Freedom 580 A beautifully judged compromise in the art of combining presentation with a decent sound, and a lively midbanc 20,90,25 • 89 8 45 • 174 
Mission 753 Freedom 798 Great styling. New, more restrained tweeter reveals fme midband dynamics 21,90,31 • 89 4 40 • 164 
Mission 754 Freedom 5 ' 1,298 Tall but exceptionally elegant floorstander gives fine midband projection; goes �ut limited deep bass for size 22,111,31 • 88 4 40 • 167 
Monitor Audio Monitor 3 4oo 1 An exceptionally discreet floorstander; sonically uneven. it's capable of fine results if used in a sympathetic system 16,91,21 • 88 5 30 • 170 
Monitor Audio MA700 PMC 600 Good-looking luxury compact with all-metal diaphragms, lovely midrange, but occasionally edgy 22,35,26 89 8 45 • 16611152 
Monitor Audio 702PMC 700 A good all-round stand-mount with that intimate midband focus which seems the preserve of metal cone main driver 20,40,25 87 8 30 • 174 
Monitor Audio MA703 PMC 800 Lovely but pricey floorstander has up-front, coherent 'shiny' sound 20,89,27 • 88 8 50 • 1826 160 

i Monitor Audio Studio 12 j 1,000 A real looker, but sound and content are a bit on the small side for the price 17,92,20 • 90 8 28 • 1349 143 
Mordaunt-Short MS!Oi 140 � Up front, bouncy and a whole lot of fun 8.5,30.5,20 86 8 50 • 1789 156 
Mordaunt - Short MS30i 275 Slightly shut-in and coloured quality is compensated by fine bass and impressive communication 25,43,28 90 8 28 • 1662 152 
Mordaunt-Short Pert 860 1,895 Although a very neutral loudspeaker it can, with the right ancillanes, pack a serious punch (Statements) 26,86,35 • 90 6 35 • 1367 146 
Musical Technology Kestrel SE 300 Brighter and drier-sounding than the standard Kestrel (and not the better for it) 20,84,19 • 84 5 50 • 164 
Musical Technology Condor 1,000 Lots of clever ideas in a compact floorstander, which places transparency and smoothness ahead of dynamic drama 25,91,23 • 85 4 J28 • 174 
Musical Technology Harrier 400 Very pretty package, good measured performance and even sound. Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp 25,80,23 • 86 8 25 • 1663 152 
Nairn lntro 660 Great dynamic range and into retrieval, but thin, lacks warmth 24,89,27 • 89 6 30 • 164 
Nairn SBL Passive 1,970 Lively and punchy- smoother but more upfront than before 27,89,27 • 88 1 6 25 • i 1352 143 --
Neat Mystique 575! Elegant compact floorstander has good all-round sound and value 20,85,18 • 84 8 25 • 1827 160 
Neat Petite 11 745 Compact design now utilising ribbon tweeter with a fine sense of timing and surprising musicality (tested in Sessions) 20,30,18 86 I 8 33 • 160 
Neat Petite 11/Gravitas 2,000 Beautifully presented miniature/subwoofer combo with ribbon tweeter gives smooth, laid-back sound 23,105,40 • 85 6 25 • 1167 
NHT SuperOne 358 A fine compromise between size and pertormance, though sensitivity and loudness capability is modest 8.5,29.5,23 85 8 30 • I 170 
Origin live Conqueror 1,650 Chunky floorstanding 3-way has lovely cabinetwork and lively sound, but limited deep bass 24,94,27 • 88! 8 30 • 167 
Pink Triangle Ventrical 999 If you are after Quad Electrostatic-type transparency but can't aHord the price . .. (Sessions) 15,80,32 86 11 • 142 
PMC TB1 410 Superb transparency, subtle laid-back sound, well worth seeking out 20,40,31 87 1 8 45 • 1830 160 
PMC l81 935 Delightlul smoothness and transparency, though bass and treble are both limited 18,53,25 89 4 ! 33 • 110 
PMC AB! 1,4961 Lovely panel-like transparency, slightly shut-in balance, needs a big room 26,79,43 89!6,22 • 114 
Polk LS50 soo 1 No enthusiast tweaks here, but powerful and beautiful balance 27,83,29 • 89 8 25 • 1155 138 
Polk RT16 BOO Bass rich, lively and powerful, but suspect top end; big and not very pretty 22,105,39 • 91 I 4 22 • 1831 160 
Polk LS70 1,200 High sensitivity, but balance has too much midba� boom; mid-top is laid bac_k_ 31,94,37 • 90 8 22 • 1084!132 ---
Proac Response 2.5 2.700 For aspirant high-ende� looking for seriously good conventional boxes, this speaker should be first port of call 22,107,25 • 86 8 30 • 1457 149 
� Ql N Qubic 222 400 Ugly but good value floorstander with loads of bass and a s�oth balance 21,87,29 • 88 6 25 • 1832 160 

QLN Signature 1,000 Attractive pyramidal stand-mount with heavy, laid- back balance but remarkably unboxy sound; superb stereo 27,37,36 • 83 4 j25 • 167 
Quad E SL-63 3,450 Classic electrostatic lacks punch, but has strengths some can't live without 66,93,27 • 86 8 34 • L� Rep Kyte 198 Has splendid timing and coherence, sounds very explicit and informative 19,31,19 87 8 50 • 114 
'ReP ELS 2981 Kyle drivers in compact floorstander gives more bass but less coherence 17,72,20 • 86 8 55 • 122 
Rep ELA Mk 11 498 Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 30,80,20 • 87 8 40 • 1578 139 

(Rep XEL L 1,040] Looks and sounds great balance bright but even, with delightful coherence and timing 20 82,30 • 89 6 40 • 1083 132 

� TO DISCOVER HOW YOU CAN ENJOY THE "EXPERIENCE OF SOUND" � 
1!1111® S (01622) 672261 181 FREEPOST ME15 6BR ® http://www.kef.com m® 
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HI·FI LOUDSPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
Product Price(£) Comments 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 'Y 

4 Rehdeko RK 115a 1,700 Single-driver system has limited bandwidth and obvious coloration, but wondrous dynamic and temporal coherence 34,42,27 95 8 55 e 167 
4 Revolver Beretta 100 Great bass for the price, a bit crude further up 19 35 22 87 8 45 e 1790 156 
4 Revolve
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____
__ l"'3-:-9-A good all-rounder, if a little bland, and exce
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_
for money 30:19:22 88 48 e 1407 148 

Revolver 250 250 A nice price for a floorstander, but over-bright sound balance has potentially fatiguing consequences 2 1 ,85.5,25 e 87 22 e 170 
i Revolver 260 350 A no-nonsense presenter of rock with plenty of dynamics, no.-'-t .::to-'-o .c:re-"-fin.::e.:.d .:.:(t.:..:es"' te:.::c d.::in:..:S:.:e.:..:ss::.:io-"-nsc-)_ --_ '-'-_ 
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4 Rogers LSl 149 High grade miniature 20,20,30 87 e 1408 143 
4 Rogers dBlOl 250 Style par excellence, this shapely sub-miniature is fast and agile but lightweight and forward, great voices; lacks_ b_a _ss_2
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4 Rogers Studio 3 499 Pricey LS3/SA derived miniature. excitingly coherent if lightweight, can't go loud 19,30,16 85 30 ll8 
4 Rogers LS3/5A 699 Clever AB! stand/subwoofer helps the classic 3/SA monitor give its best shot 19,31,17 e 82 12 45 e 1354 143 
4 Rogers Studio 5 699 Luxury finish bookshelf-size model has genuine monitoring capabilities 25,25,48 89 8 40 e 1556 138 
4 Rogers Studio 7 899 Latest variation on classic BBC-monitor theme has beautifully voiced, laid-back sound 30,63,30 122 
4 Rogers C6/28 1,399 Large floorstander with carbon-fibre tweeter. Sounds much better than it looks, especially through the midband 25,103,29 e 167 

Roksan ROKone 595 Large stand-mount is musically very communicative if a little coloured 21,45,33 1834 160 
4 Roksan Ojan 3 Black 795 Squat, stylish and black, great bass extension and somewhat uneven balance 28,76,46 e 1082 132 
4 Roksan OJ3X Black 995 Innovative low-line, 2 -way lloorstander with decoupled tweeter; great bass and fine dynamic range 28,79,46 e 167 
4 Royd Minstrel .3._7_5 _Not much wellie or loudness but fine coherence and tim m g=-
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=-4 Royd Doublet 485 Great value compact floorstander ; lively and very informative, rt a little uneven 18,93, 19 e 1835 160 

4 Royd T he Sorcerer 595 Extremely musical and communicative speaker tha_t's_ fu_ n_ to listen to. Aesthetics could use improv_ in_g_th _ou_gh 20,31,18 139 
'-R::.:o:Lyd=Ab:: b :. :.ot:.__ ____ __:6

:,
::9.:.5_Dynamic and fine transient qualities are hampered by a rather coloured mid-forward balance 20,81,30 e ll8 

_:R::u::: ark:.:-.:S:.::c ce:.< p:.-:tr:.:.e-:o ___ --:6:.:.00:-- Graceful 'traditional' cabinetwork with classy veneer and shiny gilt fixings, hampered by a rather wayward sound balance 21,38,31 17 4 
4 lRuark Talisman 11 749 Less ideologically committed than some, strength lies in fine all-round coherence 123,84,32 • ll8 
4 Ruark Crusader 1,600 Elegant luxury 3-way with wonderfully even-handed, if rather laid-back balance 24,94,31 e 167 
4 Ruark Equinox � The primary strength of this speaker is its ability to remove itself from the picture 25,88,34 e 1227 140 
4 SO Acoustics SD3R 649 New S03 has the agility and charm of a quality miniature, good bass and low sensitivity 20 ,38,30 87 25 e 106 
4 SO Acoustics S05 1,549 Bass suspect but forward mid band is delightfully smooth. H.::a.:.s_:_rib:.:b:.::con-"tw=ee:..: te.:..:r ___________ _::2:.:.0,c:.l:.:l0:.:: ,3:..:0_.c• =---=8 .:.8__::--..::3.:.0_e=-----=1.:.:08:..: 1�13-=-2 

SO Acoustics SOlE 2,995 Two-part design with four rear firing bass drivers that has vibrancy, transparency and energy (Statements) 25,120,40 e 90 25 e !59 
4 Sequence 400 330 Clever hang-on-wall panel is well voiced, though bass isn't .::to-'- o .._gr_:_ ea __ t _____________ ..:;2.:.c5,"-10'-'0:... ,7 ____ 86 ___ 45 __ _,____, __ 1 _64_ 

Shahinian Arc 1,875 Occasionally wonderful small floorstanding omni; bright but coherent and revealing 35,69,25 88 24 e llO 
Silverado Raider 695 Beautifully built audiophile compact, neutral if bright, tough work for amps 20,40,25 83 30 164 

�S:..:o-"-nu.:..:s __ F_:_a:._be'-r-'-C-'--on-'c-'--ert-'-o'------'-'l,-'--09:...:8� _ 8-'-ea_ u _tif-'-ul _ ltalian bookshelf design with superb midrange but limited loudness capabilities (Statements) 22 .5,36,34 87 45 165 

f-'S::.<pc:. enc..:d:.::co'- r 2::.:0:.= 2.:_ 0 ____ ..,--::399 Utilising an oval drive unit in a stylish cabinet, this is a neutral design with AV inclinations (tested in Sessions) __ F-=18"',3"' 4�,2-=-6---t-=8-'-- 7-+'-----:-:--•-=-------'l-'- 75:..: 6__::_:15:.::c...S 
4 Spendor 2030 599 Discreet slimline floorstander with delicate'-' ly'-'c"-oh-'e-'re_nt"- , -'-la-'-id-'-b-'-ac'-k-'s-"ou_ n_:_ d ------------�-'-18"-,8-' 9-"-,2-'- 7 __ •�._._8_7 ____ e ___ l-'-83_ 6�16:..:0_ 

-:l::: a"' ng..:e:.::nt:-:M=::o::.:n::ito:.:r-:5-----:=:80 '::-- An uneven performer best suited to small rooms and generous volume levels 17.5,27,18 83 169 
4 Tangent Monitor 9 150 Budget floorstander that can motnr when the music demands with a solid bass but occasionally raw treble 19.5,75 .5 ,22.5 e 90 165 
4 Tannoy Mercury M2 140 A fine all-rounder with big box and deep bass for the price; could be swe
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4 Tannoy Mercury M3 230 Good-looking fine value floorslander is very neubal and evenhanded, with fine mid band but weak dynamics and drive 20.5,87 ,28 e 87 170 
4 Tannoy 03 00 1,000 Gorgeous-looking compact floorstander. And a fine all-round performer too 16-24,85,23 • 87 167 

Tannoy 0500 1,999 Plenty of muscle and stereo, but short of poise and delicacy. Hard work for amps 31,93,34 e 91 1355 143 
4 Tannoy Westminster TW 6,600 These awesome horn-loaded speakers are remarkably controlled and impressive large e 99 C93 

�T:c:D:.=L..::R-:TL 2=-------'2:.:8.:.0_ Spacious, weighty and enveloping sound if you can accept the laid-back balance 20,73,22 87 25 e 1412 148 
4 TDL RTL3 400 Bargain-price floorstander has rich, heavy and bright sound with a good scale 20,90,37 e 90 25 e 126 
4 TDL RTL3SE 450 A touch of boom'n'tizz might be to taste, but this is a lot of box for the money, with floor-shaking bass capabilities 20,91,39 e 89 22 e 174 
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P "'Ie ::.:ntyo..::c.of..:b:::as:. ::s_::a ::.:ndc.:t:.:re::::bl ::-.e,-=but broad midband is rather repressed =----o:2o"' ,9':: 7"',3-:- 8

--ec__:8,c.6-:---=2,c.
O-e-='-f--j-- 164 

4 TDL Studio lm 899 Transmission line helps bring the best from metal cone driver 23,77,34 86 8 20 e 118 
'-'lc:.ec:.:.h.:: n:.: ic.:_ s .:..:SB:...-c.cMc:. 20=----�-=2"- 00c:__._Wc.:.el'-l- "-ba'-'lanced with natural perspectives and fine midband coherence, but bass is a bit boxy and uneven 20,32,23 70 8 50 e 1413 148 
_:lc:.ec:.:h::.:n:.: ic.:_s :::SB=-- c.cMc:.50.:..:0'------'4c:.50=-----'-T"'h i '-s :...:mo.:..:d:.::celc.:o.::ff . :_er.:_s .:.a .:_cl.:..:ea=n, open sound, offset by mid bass, heavy balance and low sensitivity 25,78,37 e 100 25 e 1666 152 

4 Totem Model One 1,195 Utterly delightful but exasperatingly expensive luxury miniature sets the benchmark for its size 17,31,23 87 4 28 e 122 

'-Va=nd'-'e-'- rs..:.tec:. e_n _2C:...:e ____ -'1,_39...,.5 __ Eiegant staggered baffle contributes to a refreshing freedom from boxiness 41,101.27 e 88 7 23 e 86 
-:W,::h :.:a:.:rfe :.:dc:.al"- e-=:D:.::ia:.::m.:..:on:::d:.-:7 :::.2 _ __:1

'
:
-

40::--'
:
A-"'go:.:od:... -.::: he:.=art"'e :.=d,,_li-:ve"'ly...::ac:.nd:...u::..:p_:.:-front performer that's a little lacking in subtlety and smoothness 19,29 .5,23 88 45 e 169 

Wharfedale Valdus 400 199 Goes very loud with a minimum of amplification, but the sound is very thick and uneven, with a heavy upper bass 25,80,26 e 91 30 e 1414 148 
4 Wharfedale Valdus 500 299 Offering a large version of events these rock boxes can move plenty of air, albeit not as subtly as alternatives 25,108 ,26.5 e 91 40 e 1758 155 
4 Wharfedale MFM-3 350 Smooth broad midband gives fine voice rendition; bass could be better --+-22-'-,8_9.;...,2 _8 _.,..•�� 8_7-r-��4_0_e _____ l6_4_ 

Wilson benesch ACTl 6,400 Stylish, technically advanced and sonically as clean as a whistle, this is truly a high-end loudspeaker (Statements) 23,108, 37 e 89 6. 40 e 1852 162 
4 zyp AI 199 Cute metal cased micro-miniature is quite coloured but great fun 14,22,12 88 30 e 110 

SUBWOOFERS 

B&W AS& 500 Good material value with a fair amount of low bass from IOOW active design 45,51,45.5 e 30 1736 !54 
-:Ce= le:.:.sl:::io:::n.::C:.:.S :::13:.:5 ___ �-:1: .:3.:.9_ .::C= ompact hideaway passive sub lacks deep bass for high sensitivity speakers 52,19,34 e 86 8 45 e 128 

Jamo SWGOO 530 Has some neat styling touches and remote control but deep bass is limited (active) 38,41,53 e 30 1736 !54 
KEF Modei3 0B 500 Commendably discreet with good sense of timing but limited extension (active) 38.5,37,43 e 45 1736 154 

�K:::E=-FccA.:.:Yl :__ _____ _:;c2,c:.SO.:..:O'-----'W-'o-"-rk_:_s -'-'well, looks great, shakes the windows-=b.: :.ut:..:c_:_ os:...:ts:...a:...l_:_ot:...:a,_. nd::...::.is.::.bu"-lk2y ____________ -.:5:...:6'-,4-" 3,"-50'---'•'-------- 4'-5 --"-----'1:..:2.:.._ 8 
Living Voice RW24 11,500 The only horn subwoofer on the UK market brings new meaning to low frequency energy, speed and resolution 146,84,59 e 104 40 e 163 

4 M&K VX-7B 450 Baby of a big range this active design delivers deep, plente.:..: ouc.:.s..:.b.:..:asc:.s.::.alc:.be'-it'-'la.:..:cc.cki"'ng'-'i"-n .::.tra.:_n:.::.sp'-'a-'re,_.nc'-'y------3:..:5"',2_:_5,c:.3:.... 7 --'•'----�-'4.:_0 __ :.__...:.17:...:3:.: 6_1:..: 5..:.... 4 
4 Rogers ABl 549 Subwoofer-cum-stand designed as partner for LS3/Sa or similar miniatures • 19,57,16 .• 82 e 1354 143 

.-J TO DISCOVER HOW YOU CAN ENJOY THE "EXPERIENCE OF SOUND" .-J 
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HEIGHT (CM), Height of stand or equii>OOfl! shelf. 
llJP PUT£ SIZE (CM), Dimensions of IDp plate on spea"" stand 

or equipment support. 
AWIII£, Some spealer stands can be filled with sand an<l'or 

H 
i-fi furniture is more 

_
important than you might imagine. The 

effect it can have on the sound of your system is far from 

subtle. Hi-fi furniture can be split up into two categories

eouipment supports and loudspeaker stands. 

Speaker stands oome in a variety of sizes and styles to suit different 

models. Use dealer or manufacturer reoommendations to narrow down 

the choice, but as a rule you want the tweeter at ear height. 

it is not entirely clear what makes a great eouipment support, but 

some are definitely more eoual than others. There's a variety of 
approaches and materials used, including particle board, glass and � Best buy � Recommended 

lead to jncrease mass, whi:h affects sound. 

WEI.JlED, The better stands and suworts are wekled rather than 

bolted� 

HUMBER Of SHELVES, The amount of tiers on an equipment 

rack or suPfl011- copy of the review. Use the contents page to find the Factsback 

SHELF TYPE: Material that shetves are made of oo an equipment infonnation page. 

rack. Wood general� means MDf ISSUE NUMBER, The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

FACTS8ACK HUMBER, The Factsback reference for ordering a fax original review appeared. 
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T 
umtables at the cheaper end of the market tend to its construction and design have a significant bearing on sound quality. 
be supplied with a matching tonearm, and often There are three basic types of arms listed in the key and each has its 

include a 'starter' cartridge. Still better quality is strengths, but pivoted designs are the most popular, for reasons both 

found at higher prices among the separate motor units practical and economical. 

and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for 

these components. 

Although the turntable is the most important part of a record 

player, the tonearm is the second most important, and the quality of 

L4 Best buy 4 Recommended 

EFfECTIVE MASS: This relaiBs to cartridge compliance. Gene!al� 

� mass arms am suitable for la.v compliance cartridges and 

vice versa. 

track !to disc in a ijnear fashion. 

PIVOTED: Arms wh�h allow !to cartridge to describe an art as 

they baverse tile record. 

two �anes. 

EfFECTIVE l.EHGTll (cm): Length of arm from bearing to 
cartridge mounting 

FACTS BACK NUMBER: The reference for oroering a lax copy of tile 
r,.,;ew. Use !to cootents page to find the Factsback. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the 

original review appeared. PN!.II.UI. TIIACIIING: AA arm which allows !to cartridge to UHI-PIYOT: Pivoted arms with a bearing tf1at allows mowment in ADJUSTABLE HEIGHT: Important for accurate cartridge set-up. 

...-
TON EAR MS 

- .. 
Alphason HR lOOS 490 S-shaped arm sounds smooth, but nevertheless reproduces transients with fine attack 

Kllzma Stogi Rei 11,000 Large, solid and well-made arm, gives exceptionally clear sound with just a hint of brightness 

linn Ekos 1,297 Superb, state-of-the-art design which builds significantly on predecessor's strengths 

!Moth Arm 95 The ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet, detailed and natural 

Rega RB300 139 Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high-end turntables 

Roksan Tabriz Basic 275 Targeted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases -a touch bright though 

SME Series 300-309 657 Beautifully made and finished fully adjustable and a highly neutral pertormer --
SME Series IV 936 Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low coloration 

SME Series V 1,391 I Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price 

i'l' ((( 'l'�t. "lte. '4l'-t St, ! "lltt �"-�>� Pt. b-tt. -tc lt If. -�'u 'l' -�'u "'433 l'-fl-t/'o)(:-0 -PJt0,'ltrc"'J 'l'I6'-¥/'Ht.s> "'et.s> 

Medium I • 229 • 86 
High • • 79 

Medium I • 229 • 6 
Low I • 237 60 
Low • 237 I 60 
Low • 1240 • 91 
Low • 238 ,. I 79 
Low • 233 ,. 60 
Low • 233 • 60 

T
he radio medium operates at a lower profile than TV, but in areas well worth having. Tuners come in two basic types. Analogue models 
outside pop music the BBC service is the envy of the world. Live tune gradually and can have analogue or digital displays; they are often 

concerts rival all other sources from a hi-fi perspective. preferred for sound quality. Digital tuners offer convenient automatic 

Though tuners might seem something of a hi-fi afterthought, the task they tune facilities and pre-set memories. 

discharge is far from simple, since it requires the skills of RF (reception) 

and audio (signal pra:essing) engineering. The importance of the former 

will depend on reception conditions, but a high-quality aerial system is ell Best buy 4 Recommended 

WMUHDS, Only !to FM (VHF) bands give stereo hi-fi sound, 
tllOI@h AM (tiN & LW) am useful for receMf"€ certain 

transmissioos in !to Ull 
PRESEIS: Number of statioo freqt.oncies that can be stored. 
ROS, (rad� data system) was originally� for in-car 

applications. Basical� RDS tuners can K!entify and <I spay the 

name of the rad� statioo being receiva:l, but they offer a variety 

ofotherfeaturesasweR. 

REMOI£ COHIROl: Couch-potato friend�. 
SIGIW. STREHGlH METER: ln<f>cates strength of �gnal from 

aerial, useful for aligning)llUr 'twig' during instaMation 

Rai'ARY TUNING KNOB: The ergonomical� attractive approach to 

dial-surting 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a fax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback information page 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the ori�nal 

review appeared. 

Tuners 
�4/1, A 'l'o4M '�'!J'f\ llr! l'q, "'6'lJt �1-�'6' '4l'_,. ,._/ut -�'u -�>o3 if?"qo1 "'<')-!-�> ""-�'oe "'etq :tfe!.s> ll,j' t,j' 

- .. 
AMCn 130 I Pertormance adequate but price is sharp, especially with remote control . Some hum FM, M 30 r• ' 166 
Arcam Alpha 7 230 ! Indifferent RF pertormance but a touch of audiophile sound quality with clean, strong signals FM,M,L 24 • 166 
Arcam Delta 280 399 1 Fine sound quality marred by mild synthesiser whine, RF pertormance only average. Remote £60 extra FM 20 I • 120 
Audiolab SOOOT 750 Unusual combination of fine sound quality and RF pertormance (inc AM), and superb ergonomics FM ,M.l 139 I • • 1254 �42 ------ --
Denon TU-260L 120 Careful minimalist design prom1ses a surpnsingty open and v1vacious sound FM,M.L 20 I � I ' 93 
Denon TU-425RD 200 j A fine all-rounder with advanced RDS, good RF pertormance and decent sound. Remote extra FM, M 40 I• I I I 166 
Harman/Kardon TU950 200 • Bulky but effective, delivering fine RF pertormance and good sound for the price FM .M,L 30 • I I • 166 
Linn Kremlin 2,600 Controversially good sound at a very high price . The reviewer's saving up but you should check it out for yourself FM 80 • • 1254 1142 
Magnum Dynalab FTlOl 825 Although fairly expensive given its minimum set of facilities, its excellent sound provided ample compensation FM ! 72 
Micromega Tuner 700 Has digital output but even without the Micromega DAC, this provides exceptional sound quality . Looks good too FM 39 I ,. • 1810 157 
Mission Cyrus FM7 400 Open, generous soundstaging gives the music plenty of foundation, if a touch shut-in at the top FM 29 re • • 1254 142 
Musical Fidelity E50 300 Sounds involving if coloured and with a subjectively larger-than-life presentation FM 20 I t 1810 157 
Nairn NATOl !1,645 There may be better sounding tuners in the world, but we have yet to hear one FM I 1254 142 
Pioneer F-504RDS 250 Cable-friendly with advanced RDS and excellent RF pertormance, slightly disappointing sound I FM,M 40 • I • • 1166 
Hotel RT-935AX 160 Good ergonomics and sound quality at a realistic price, but limited features and RF selectivity FM,M 20 I 166 
Sony ST-SA3ES 1 250 Cle

.
an, lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to pertorm at its best FM,M,L 30 ,e I • • 1810 157 

Technics ST-GT350L 150 Decent RF pertormance is offset by sound quality more typical of a mini/midi system FM,M,L 30 le • 1254 142 
Thorens TRT2000 450 Not exactly neutral sounding, it nonetheless makes listening fun FM,M 59 • l• • [e 1810 157 
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S
pecialist turntables are what high fidelity sound 

is all about. CD players may offer silent 

backgrounds and flat frequency responses, but 

they can't match the dynamics and superlative timing that 

serious turntable users take for granted. Turntables at the 

and tonearms. Careful partnering and set-up is essential for these 

components, but many so-called 'sympathetic' combinations exist. 

cheaper end of the market tend to be supplied with a 

matching tonearrn, and often include a 'starter' cartridge. Still 

better quality is found at higher prices among the separate motor units 

Because turntables are mechanical devices that are designed to 
retrieve modulations as small as a micron, engineering quality is of 
paramount importance. lt is also the reason why turntables cost as 
much as they do, and require high quality support systems. 

� Best buy � Recommended 

MNIIIAl 'bJ do � af, id !he needle oo !he rncoo! and tale n oil. 
Alllll• The rncoo! player does i aK. 

�: 'bJ shale !he worl yw id' 00, 'tales 'off. 
SPEBIS: In RPM to llJreS!)Oild M1h your plaltel;. 
SUSPENDED SUBCHASSIS: Sprung suspens�n to minimise 

slruclural interference. 
EXIERNAI. PSU: Outboanl po...- supply; genernl� i ind<ates h� 

qua�. 

SIIPPUED WITH ARM: Many turntables require a separate ann lo 

be fitted; ff not this tells you so. 

SUPPUED WITH CARTRIDGE: Most turntables do not come 

supplied wiTh a needle. 

FACTSBACK NUMBER: The Factsback reference for 

ordering a lax copy of the review. Use the contents page 

to find the Factsback informatiOn page. 

ISSUE NUMBER: The issue of Hi-Fi Choice in which the original 

review appeared. 

TURNTABLES 
Sf: tJ su��.1f'crq,�1f'u 11<'1'/f c4:<�c� "'-'Ssuf' "'-

"'4-tu4( 4(!r:'-<�ur/"f'f'u/'/f<�s%:1c Jft 411;"'uc/"'llf'/"'llf'11 
- . .  

Clearaudio Reference 2,500 Opulent beast tested with Souther TQ-1 arm. Tends to gloss over detail with a fizzy character but is quite bold • I 33/45 1328 144 
DNM Rota 2 4,800 Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detail like few others. Works well on own table • 33/45 • • • 1328 144 
Dual 505-4 UK 200 J Consistent sounding and well isolated turntable. lt is slightly lacking in oomph • 33!45 I• • • • 103 

Kuzma Stabi/PS 1,200 I (Tested with Stogi Reference) Solid oak plinth; sound is very clear, detailed and extended • 33/45 , . • • l 91 
Unn LP12 Basik 1,050 Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace, rhythm, timing etc still top rank • 33 • • 103 

Unn LP12 Lingo 1,750 The classic reference is improved by the Lingo, but charming character remains • 33/45 • • I 91 
�ichell Gyrodec 765 I Sweet and natural-sounding player, well matched to Rega RB300 arm • 33!45 I• • 55 
Moth Kanoot 329 I Rather coarse-sounding deck that requires decent isolation and comes with a Rega RB300 arm • 33/45 I I• 164 
�otts Analogue Spacedeck/Arill,l25 No frills, just a first-rate, outstandingly natural-sounding deck that will last forever • 33/45 • • 159 
Pink Triangle Anniversary 1,980 I Possibly the most detailed, clear and neutral-sounding deck around. Likeness to master tape is uncanny • 33/45 • • 91 

i>ro-jec! 2 299 Remarkably effective at the price with decent timing and a generally well defined sound • 33/45 • • 164 
Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 699 Don't think of this as a mid-price deck with a good arm, but as a scaled-down Oracle Delphi- it's that good • 33/45 • • • 138 

�ega Planar 2 214 I A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident • 33/45 • L 48 
�eea Planar 3 274 I The '3 sounds musical in a balanced and coherent manner, needs decent isolation and suffers a little pitch instability •• 33/45 • , 164 
Rep Planar 9 1,598 Featuring the RB900 arm and a ceramic plinth, this deck puts Rega into contention with the best decks available • 33/45 • 151 
�eson RSl 675 1 Supplied set-up and ready-tuned, this unconventi�deck is packed with mid-band detail • 33/45 I • • ! 59 
Rivelin Eclipse 1,100 Tested with SME 309. Tends to simplify things and add a slightly ragged edge to the proceedings • 33/45 1328 144 
Roksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 890 Elegant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight • 33/45 • • 159 
SME Model 20A 4,631 ! Supplied with Series V arm. Engineered to last a lifetime, giving excellent stereo and detail retrieval • [!3/45/78[ • • • tll8 
horens 10166 VI/UKIRB 300 ' Refined and solid sound with well-focused imagery; suitable for use with gootl MM and budget MC cartndges • 33!45 I• • • 103 

Thorens TD2001 700 Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled e 1 33/45 • . , 159 
Well Tempered Record Player !,800 1 Intriguing and challenging. Musically it is not ideal, but has a limpid quality and a lack of artificiality that sets standards • 33/45 ••• 1180' 136 

Wilson-benesch TI/Ac! 2 arm 3,249 Carbon fibre is extensively used in this neutral and well-resolved turntable with its fabulous unipivot tonearm (Statements) • 33/45 • •1•1 1775! 156 

E 
ver wanted to look back at a Hi-Fi 
Choice review or needed some sound 
independent advice to make up that 

'Best Buy' system? Factsback is a personal 
service designed to help you navigate the 
ever-increasing list of available products . 
Now, our reprints are instantly available to 
you via your fax (or fax/modem) 24 hours a 
day. You get the review you need, just when 
you need it. International readers can order 
copies of reviews (£1.50 per page with a 
credit card) by calling Starcomm on +44 
1132 940600. 

How much will it cost? 
The cost of our easy-to-use service is 45p per 

minute off-peak and 50p per minute at all other 

times. The pages you will receive have been 

designed to keep user costs to a minimum. The 

Factsback system was put together by 

Starcomm Ltd (0870) 121214. 

CALL 0930 110118 
HI-FI CHOICE 

How Hi-Fi Choice works 
0 Call the Facts back system from the handser of your fax 

machine. The handset must be switched to 'tone'. 
8 Following voice prompts, select either an index of documents 

or specif1 c documents by a known document number from 
the keypad of your fax machine. 

0 Factsback delivers your choice of documents to your fax 
machine complete with coversheet. 
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MANUFACTURER & DISTRIBUTOR CONTACT NUMBERS 

Acoustic Energy • tel 01285 654432 
Acoustic Precision • tel 01483 267516 
Acurus • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 
ADT • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 
Ad on • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 
Air Tan ent • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Aiwa UK • tel 0181 897 7000 
Akai (UK) • tel 0181 897 6388 
AKG • Harman Audio UK • tel 0181 207 5050 
Alamo • Moth Marketin • tel 01234 741152 
Alchemist: Henley Designs • tel 01753 889949 
Allison Acoustics • tel 01484 603333 

AMC • tel 0181 591 6961 
Analysis • Audio Spectrum • tel 01752 361852 
Arcam • A&R Cambrid e • tel 01223 203203 
Ariston • Hi-Fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 
Art Audio • tel 0115 965 3604 
Atacama • Sambell En . • tel 01455 283251 
ATC Loudspeaker Technology • tel 01285 760561 
ATD • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 
Audio Analogue • UKD • tel 01753 652669 
Audio Innovations • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 
Audio Note • Audio Note UK • tel 01273 220511 
Audio Ph sic • Aanvil Audio • tel 01359 240687 
Audio Research • Abs. Snds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Audio Technica • tel 0113 2771441 

Aura • B&W Loudspeakers • tel 01903 750750 
Avalon • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 
AVI • AV International • tel 01453 765682 

B&O • Ban & Olufsen UK • tel 01734 692288 
B&W Louds eakers • tel 01903 750750 

Basis • RT SeiVices • tel 01235 810455 
BelCanto Desi • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 
Benz-Micro • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 
Beyerdynamic • tel 01444 258258 
Bose UK • tel 01795 475341 
Boston Acoustics • Portfolio • tel 01489 795519 
Boulder • Sound Image UK • tel 0181 255 6868 
Bow Technolo • Path Prem. • tel 01494 441736 
B*a • Thomas Transducers • tel 01424 913888 
Bryston • PMC • tel 01707 393002 

Cardas Audio • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 
Castle Acoustics • tel 01756 795333 
CAT • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 
Celestion International • tel 01622 687442 
Cerwin-Ve a! • CSE • tel 01423 359054 
Chario • MDC • tel 01992 573030 
Chord • The Chord Company • tel 01722 331674 
Chord Electronics • tel 01622 764874 
Classe Audio • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 
Clearaudio • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 
Clements • Wollaton Audio • tel 0115 928 4147 
Concordant • Sambell En . • tel 01455 283251 

Dali • Audio Club • tel 01296 482017 
Da Se uerra • Abs. Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Deadrock • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 
Definitive Tech • Gecko lnc • tel 01273 233021 
Denon • Ha den Laboratories • tel 01753 888447 
Densen • Russell Kauffman • tel 01582 561227 
DNM • Virtual Reality • tel 01277 227355 
DPA • tel 01222 795621 
Dual • RAM UK • tel 0161 973 0505 
Dynavector • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 

EAD • Audio Illusion • tel 01753 542761 
EAR • Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 
ECA Distribution • tel 0181 998 1086 
Electrofluidics • tel 0171 247 0813 
Electrocompaniet • tel 0181 255 6868/9 
Electrostatic Research • tel 0181 241 9826 
EMF Audio • tel 0181 361 6734 
E os Acoustics • tel 01705 407722 
Ex osure Electronics • tel 01273 423877 
Expressive Technologies • A'freaks • tel 0181 948 4153 

Fanfare • RT SeiVices • tel 01235 810455 
Faraday Sound • tel 01603 762967 
Fi-Rax • JEM Distribution • tel 01924 277626 
Forte Audio • Acoustic Ener • tel 01285 654432 
Frameworks • Arrow Consult • tel 01702 611451 

Gale • Hi-Fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 
Gallo • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Gamma Acoustics • tel 01753 526939 
Genesis • MDC • tel 01992 573030 
Genexxa • lntertan • tel 01922 434000 
Glanz • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 
GLL • Goodmans GLL • tel 01705 492777 
Golden Tube Audio • Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 
Goldrin Products • tel 01284 701101 
Goodmans Industries • tel 01705 391000 
Grado • Goldring Products • tel 01284 701101 
Graham • Audio Reference • tel 01483 575344 
Grant Am lifiers • tel 01705 837392 
Grundig International • tel 01788 577155 
GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 

Harbeth Acoustics • tel 01444 440955 
Harman/Kardon • Game ath • tel 01908 317707 
Helios • Absolute Analogue • tel 01425 654488 
He brook Hi-fi • tel 01579 342866 
H�rning • Definitive Audio 

lxos • Path Distribution • tel 0121 749 2240 

Jadis • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Jamo UK • tel 01327 301300 

Jordan Watts Acoustics • tel 0181 985 1646 
JPW Louds eakers • tel 01752 607000 
JVC UK • tel 0181 450 3282 

KEF Audio • tel 01622 672261 
Kenwood • Trio-Kenwood UK • tel 01923 816444 
Keswick Audio • tel 01977 671823 
Kimber Cable • RATA • tel 01539 823247 
Kiseki • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 

conrad-johnson •Audiofreaks • tel 0181 948 4153 Koetsu • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Co land • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 Koss • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 
Credo • Townshend Audio • tel 0181 979 21255 
Creek Audio • tel 0181 361 4133 
CR Developments • tel 01702 469055 
Crimson • Virtual Reali • tel 01277 227355 
Croft • tel 01902 656517 
Custom Des1gn • tel 0191 262 4646 \ 
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Krell • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 
Kudos • B&W Louds eakers • tel 01903 750750 
Kuzma • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 

LAT International • Audusa • tel 0181 241 9826 
LFD • tel 01255 422533 • lax 01255 221069 

Linaeum • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Linn Products • tel 0141 644 5111. 
Livin Voice • Definitive Audio • tel 0115 981 3562 
London • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 

Manticore Audio Visual • tel 01767 318437 
Marantz Hi-fi UK • tel 01753 680868 
Mark Levinson • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 
Martin-Lo an • Abs Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Matisse • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 
Maxell UK • tel 01923 777171 m 

Mclntosh • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 
Meridian Audio • tel 01480 434334 
Michi • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 
Micro-Seiki • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Mission • Centralforce • tel 01480 451777 
Monitor Audio • tel 01223 242898 
Monrio • UKD• tel 01753 652669 
Monster • Gamepath • tel 01908 317707 
Mordaunt-Short • tel 01705 407722 
Morel • Wilmslow Audio • tel 01455 286603 
Moth Marketin • tel 01234 741152 
Muse Electronics •Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 4153 
Musical Fidelity • tel 0181 900 2866 
Musical Technology • tel 01494 793137 
Myryad Systems • tel 01705 265508 

NAD • Audio Club • tel 01296 482017 
Nairn Audio • tel 01722 332266 
Neat Acoustics • tel 01833 631021 
Nottingham Analogue • tel 01773 762947 
NVA • tel 01763 272707 

Panasonic UK • tel 0990 357357 

Platinum • Woodstock M & F • tel 01865 883535 
Polk Audio • tel 01727 827311 
Posselt • GT Audio • tel 01895 833099 
Primare • MDC • tel 01992 573030 t 
Pro-ject • Henley Designs • tel 01753 889949 
ProAc • DNA Marketin • tel 01798 343414 
Professional Monitor Co • tel 01707 393002 
PS Audio • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 

QED Audio Products • tel 01276 451166 
QLN UK • tel 01352 730251 
Quad • IAG • tel 01480 431737 
Quadraspire • tel 01634 296615 

Revel • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 
Revolver UK • tel 0161 973 0505 

Rockport • Abs Analogue • tel 01425 654488 
Ro ers International • tel 0181 640 2172 
Roksan • Centralforce • tel 01480 433777 
Rose Industries • tel 01235 847023 
Ross Consumer Electronics • tel 01204 862026 
Rotel • Game ath • tel 01908 317707 
!lQ):d Louds eakers Co • tel 01952 290700 
Ruark • tel 01702 601410 

Sansui UK • tel 0181 591 6961 
SO Acoustics • tel 0181 399 6308 
Sennheiser UK • tel 01494 551551 
Sentec • MAG Audio (UK) • tel/fax 0181 555 1222 
Shahinian • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 
Shar Electronics (UK) • tel 0161 205 2333 
Shearne Audio • tel 01438 740953 
Sherwood • Hi-fi Direct • tel 0500 333500 
Shun Mook • Audiofreaks •tel 0181 948 j153 
Shure • HW International • tel 0181 808 2222 
Siltech • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
SME • tel 01903 814321 
Sonic Frontiers • MPI • tel 01483 454993 
Soniclink • Audiokits • tel 01332 674929 
Sonus-Faber • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Son UK • tel 0181 784 1144 

Stax • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 
Sugden • Audio Synergy • tel 01924 406016 
Sumiko • Path Premier • tel 01494 441736 
Sumo • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 241 9826 
Sunfire • Audusa & Co • tel 0181 241 9826 

Talk Electronics • tel 01252 378383 
� • tel 01236 420199 
Tara Labs • Acoustic Ener • tel 01285 654432 
Target Audio Products • tel 01582 401244 
TDL Electronics • tel 01628850111 
TEAC UK • tel 01923 819630 
Technics • Panasonic tel 0990 357357 
Theta • Absolute Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Th1el • MPI Electronic UK • tel 01483 454993 
Thorens • Portfolio Marketing • tel 01489 795519 
Totem • May Audio Marketing • tel 01535 632700 
Townshend Audio • tel/fax 0181 979 2155 
Transfiguration •Audio Ref.• tel 01483 575344 
Trans a rent Audio • Abs. Sounds • tel 0181 947 5047 
Trian le • Kronos Distribution • tel 018687 48632 
Tnchord Research • tel 01684 573524 
Tube Technology • tel 01932 821111 

UKD-0 era • UKD • tel 01753 652669 
Unison Research • UKD• tel 01753 654531 

van den Hul • tel 0181 810 9388 
Vandersteen • A&R Cambrid e • tel 01223 203203 
Vivanco UK • tel 01442 231616 
VPI • Absolute Analogue • tel 01425 654488 

Wadia • Woodstock • tel 01865 883535 
Well Tempered • Pear Audio • tel 01665 830862 
Wharfedale •IAG • tel 01480 431737 
Wheaton Tri lanar• Uni ue A• tel 0181 450 7384 
Wilmslow Audio • tel 01455 286603 
Wilson • Absolute Sounds • lel 0181 947 5047 
Wilson benesch • tel 0114 285 2656 
Wood side Electronics • tel 01994 448271 

Yamaha Electronics UK • tel 01923 233166 
Yoshino • tel 01480 861834 

Zeta • Moth Marketin • tel 01234 741152 
lYP • Presence Audio • tel 01444 461611 
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BATH{ BRISTOL 
AUDIO EXCELLENC , 65 Park Street, Bristol. 
Tel (0117) 9264975. All that's best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to su� all  budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, ful l  credit 
facilities� interest free on selected �ems. lues
Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. m.1i1i1 
THE RIGHT NOTE, Tel (01225) 87 4728. Give your 
ears a new reference point for the best sounds at 
any price. Forget reviews and trying to put together a 
system like a patchwork qui� w�h the 'best' b� 
around. �·s our job to do the assessing, you judge 
the resu�. Come here, or we'll come to you, and 
plan a system for the 1uture, even n you spread the 
purchases. Leave "upgrade-itis" behind, save 
money and enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. 
Ask also about our ex-dem and mint used items n 
you must! Our credentials - CD: Acurus, Audio 
Synthesis, Classe, Enlightened Audio Design, 
Meracus, Orelle, Wad1a, XTC. Vinyl: Bas1s, Graham, 
Michell, Sumiko. Amps: Arcurus, Audio Scultpture, 
CAT, Classe, DNM, Kora, Lumley, Meracus, Michell, 
Orelle, Sirius, Sonneteer, XTC. Speakers: Audio 
Artistry, Audio Physic, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, 
Magneplanar, Mirage, NEAT, Spendor, Totem. 
Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum Dynalab. Cables: Chord, 
DNM, Silver Sounds, SonicUnk, Tice. 
V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 
1 EJ. Tel (0117) 9686005. Alon, ATC, Audiomeca, 
AV!, Cable Talk, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Mesa Baron, 
Michell, Opera, Oracle, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Pro
Ac, Project, REL, Ruark, Shearne Audio, Silver 
Sounds, SME (inc 20A), Sonic Link, Stax, 
Townshend, Triangle, Trichord, Unison Research. 
Dems induding home cinema by appt only, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service facilities. 
Access, Visa. For full product listing please see 
Dealer Guide. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, Bedford, 
Tel (01234) 365165. Stockists of Arcam, Audioquest, 
Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, 
Heybrook, Marantz, Mission, Moth, Nakamichi, 
Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Systemdek, Target, Thorens, Van den 
Hul & more! Hi-Fi Listening Room. Open 6 days 
9·30-5·30· BERKSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall, 
Reading. Tel (0118) 958 5463. Fax (0118) 956 6417. 
Open Tues-Sat 9-5.30. Evening dems arranged by 
appointment. See our main entry under Oxford. We 
also sell A VI, Linn, Michell, Nairn, Rega, BQycl_ & 
Ruark. �WiLl 

BIRMINGHAM 
GRIFRN AUDIO, 94 Bristol Street Birmingham. Tel 
(0121) 692 1359/(0121) 622 2230. Please see full 
entrv under Wst Midlands 
MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham B17 8DL. Tel (0121) 429 2811. Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Rdeley, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF, Mon�or Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, VISa, instant 
credrt up to £1 000, interest free credit available. 
Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 10.30-8, Sat 10-6. m.1i1i1 
MUSIC MAillRS, 93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull, 
W. Midlands B92 HJ1. Tel (0121) 742 0254. See 
main entry under West Midlands. m.1i1i1 
MUSIC MAT T ERS, 156-157 Lower High Sir, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands D18 1TS. TEL (01384) 
444184. See main entry under West Midlands. 

lili1!1.i1 

SOUND ACADEMY 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall W. Midlands, Tel (01922) 493499/ 473499. 
Audio equipment from leading and specialist brands, 

� 3 demo floors, home trials, home cinema � 
instore demo theatre, evening demo's by appoint
ment. In house service dept. Mail order avail. lnt free 
cred� subjectto status. Open 6 days 9am - 6pm. Late 
night Friday. Expert advice, cable dressing and free 
installar�CKINGHAMSHIRE 

m.1i1i1 
NORTliWOOO AUDIO, 98 Cambridge st Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP20 1 BA. Tel. (01296) 428790 (AlP). 
Selected sounds from Alchemist, Audio Meca, 
Boston, B&W, Cabletalk, Castle, Celestion, Chord 
Company, Denon, D.PA, Exposure, Harman Kardon, 
KEF, Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Mon�or Audio, 
Musical Technology, NAD, Pro-Ac, Rega, REL, Rose, 
Rote!, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, Thorens Neat Acoustics, 
Talk Electronics, Chord, Heart, Audio Note, Epos, 
Klipsch, Acoustic Energy, Stax, Pioneer, D.N.M .. 
NOBODY EVER REGREmD PURCHASING THE BEST. 
Export orders welcome. 2 Dem rooms. Cred� facili
ties available. 
TECHNOSOUNO and AUDIO INSIGHT, 7-8 Granville 
Square, Willen, Mi�on Keynes, Bucks, MK15 9JL. 
Tel: (01908) 604949. Main lines include Meridian, 
Arcam, B&W, Acoustic Energy, Musical Fidelity, 
Mission, Ruark, Royd, Teac, UKD. 4 Dem Rooms, 
Custom Home Cinema, Video Projection and Dolby 
Digital. Service Department, Free Installation and 
Home Trial Facilities. Access & Visa accepted and 
Interest Free Credit available. Open Mon 1-6pm, rues-Sat 1 0tiilh1i&h(la'ijti�r · THE AUDIO ALE, 41 VICtoria Road, Cambridge CB4 
3BW. Tel (01223) 68305. See our main entry under 
Hertfordshire. m.1i1i1 
UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge. Tel 
(01223) 354237. Acoustic Energy, Mission-Gyrus, 
Arcam, Rote!, Denon, Meridian, ATC, AV!, Quad, Unn. 
3 dems, 1 single speaker. Home trial, free install, 
Service Department Visa, Access, Amex, Credit. 
Open 9-5.30. 

CHESHIRE 
ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 3NH. Tel 
(01244) 344227. Nairn, Arcam, Celestion, Chord 
Company, Densen, Epos, Mission, Rega, Ruark, KEF, 
Micromega, Myryad, Rote!, Royd, Teac, Quad etc. 
Full demonstration facilities, home dems and instal
lation a pleasure. INTEREST FREE CREDIT (subject to 
status). Open Tuesday to Saturday, evenings by 
arrangement. For the best products and !he best 
service, call ACOUSTICA. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, Wrexham. Tel 
(01978) 364500. Demonstration room, installation 
service. Easy parking and motorway access. 
Access, VISa etc. See main entrv under CLWYD. 
ASTON AUDIO, 4 West St, Alderley Edge. 
Tel (01625) 582704. Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Gyrus, 
KEF, Meridian, Mission, Yamaha and other leading 
brands. For the very best in hi-li separates and 
home cinema. Wide range of specialist audio� est free credit Visa, Access. Home trial. lilOJ:W 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, Cheadle, 
Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887. Please see� 
under Greater Manchester. � 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86-90 Boughton, Chester, 
CH3 5AQ Tel (01244) 345576. All thafs best in Hi-R 
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to su� all budgets. 
Delivery and installation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house workshops, full credit 
facilities w� interest free on selected items. lues
Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. m.1i1i1 
CHRIS BROOKS HI-FI, 29 Gaskell St, Stockton 
Heath, Warrington. Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 
10-6. 3 dem rooms. Credtt facilities. All cred� cards. 
Total absence of bull-. lili1!1.i1 

e Two year guarantee, trans-
ferable to another BADA dealer should the purchaser 
move more than 30 miles from his/her original 
address 

e low cost five year guarantee 
option 
e proper demonstration facilities 
e seven day exchange or refund scheme if the 

dealer's advice is taken on product selection 
e fully guaranteed service work 
e customer complaints procedure in the event of 

problems 
For more Information, contact BADA on 

m (0171) 226 lfOitlt 

DOUG BRAIDY HI-A, Kingsway Studios, Kingsway 
North, Warring ton, WA 1 3NU. Phone (01925) 
828009, Fax (01925) 825773. For the widest range 
of high qualey hi-fi in the Northwest Family business 
est. 35 years. 3 dem rooms, incl home cinema, 
home trials; deliveries throughout NW; Access, Visa, 
Credrt Facilities. Open 1 0-6; 6 days. Send for free 
map and/or 5 page sale list � 
HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel (0161) 929 0834. Open 
Tues-Sat 10-6 and later by appointment. 
Specialising in equipment by: Caste, Marantz, NAD, 
Nairn, Quad, Royd, Yamaha plus selected others. 
Large range of qualey accessories. On s�e service 
department. Installation & delivery. We also install 
and service TV's and videos. Home demonstrations a 
pleasure. 
PRACTICAL HIFI, 88 Bridge Street, Warrington, 
(01925) 632179. The audio video specialist, exert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best pries, interest
free credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended war
ranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, KEF, 
Jamo, Celeston, B&W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs. 

m 
THE HI-A SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, Congleton, 
Cheshire Tel (01260) 280017. Celestion, Creek, 
Exposure, Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Project, Rote!, 
Royd, Ruark, Tannoy, IDL, Technics, Thorens, UKD 
opera. 5 Dem Rooms, Home trial, Free install, 
Service dept. Access, VISa, Lombard Tricey. Open 9-
5:30, Closed Wed

CLEVELAND 
ACTION ACOUSTlCS, 155-157 High Street, Redcar, 
Cleveland TS1 0 3AN. Tel (01642) 480723. Audio 
Note, Denon, Harman-Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, 
JBL, Michell, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Rogers, Royd, 
Sonic Link, Teac, Thorens, Townshend etc. Dem 
Room. Appts nee. Home trial facilities, free installa
tion, service dept. Access, Visa & H.P. Open 9.15-
5.30. Interest free cred�. 

CORNWALL 
SOUNDS PERFECTION, Nightree House, Mawgan, 
Helston, Cornwall, T R12 6AX. Tei/Fax (01326) 
221372. Alchemist, Analysis, Audio-note, Audio 
Spectrum, A.T.C., Cable Talk, Boston Acoustics, 
Henley Designs, Myryad, Michell, Nordost, 
Parasound, Monitor Audio, Moth Group, Musical 
Fidelity, Projekt Furniture, Project Turntables, 
Lexicon, R.E.L., S.M.E.,Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Elemental Audio, Philosophy Cables, Audioquest, 
Kelly Transducers, Target, Teac, Thorens, V-Damp 
Isolation. 

CUMBRIA 
PRACTICAL HIA, 106 English Street, Carlisle, Tel: 
(01228) 44792 The audio video specialist, expert 
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, interest
free credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended war
ranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, KEF, 
Jamo, Celestion, B&W. &SQ§I!I!;kists of LaserDiscs. 

DEVON 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 156 Sidwell St, Exeter EX4 
6RT. Tel (01392) 491194. All that's best in hi-fi, care
fully selected and demonstrated by friendly knowl
edgable staff at prices to su� all budgets. Delivery 
and installation, home dems, part exchange, in
house workshops, full credit facilities w� interest 
free on sel&l.!ed items. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed 
Monday. m.1i1i1 
THE HI-A AmC, 58 New George Street, Plymouth. 
Tel (01752) 669511. Plymouths oldest and best 
independent Hi-R retailer. Selling Hi-R that su� the 
individuals needs. 3 tastefully decorated demo 
rooms to make you feel at home. Friendly and expert 
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advice on all your Hi-R, AV and multi media comput
er needs. All major cred� cards accepted. % Interest 
free credit, subject to status. Open from 9.30-5.30 
Mon-Sat. Ask for Chris or Simon. 
UPTON ELECTRONICS, 31 Torquay Road, Paignton, 
Devon T Q3 3DT. Tel (01803) 5513298. Friendly and 
knowledgable service from a dealer w� over 20 
years experience, stockists of Denon, Pioneer, 
Marantz, Alchemist, Nad, Myryad, Orelle, 
Micromega, Castle, Tannoy, TDL, Jamo, Project 
Mordaunt-Short, GLL, Sony, Rei, Onkyo, Cabletalk, 
Qudos etc, etc. Large range of Accessories. Cred� 
facil�ies, interest free on certain ttems. Free delivery 
and installation, Demonstration facilities, 
Mastercard, Visa, American Express, in house ser
vice department. Part��fj-
DAWSONS, 23 Seamoor Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel (01202) 764965. B&O, 
Castle, Canon, Jamo, JBL, Pioneer, Sony, Target, 
T DL, Technics. No appts necessary. Free install, 
Service depart. Various credit facilities available. 
Open 9-5.30 6 days a week. 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, Poole, 
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 OAQ. Tel (01202) 730865. 
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Caste, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer, 
Ruark, Sheame Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Usten to the 
available choice and decide at your leisure - no 
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music, w� 
our choice of products, you can too! Service 
Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities. 
Access, Visa, Amex, Diners card. Credit facilities 
available. Open Mon-Fri 1 0-6, Sat 9-6. m.1i1i1 
MOVEMENT AUDIO, 336 Wimborne Road, Winton, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2HH. Tel (01202) 
529988/520066. Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha. 
Full dem facilities available, also home dem. Friendly 
expert advice. Service Department. Free installation. 
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Arnex. Open Mon
Fri 9-5.30. m.1i1i1 
SUTTONS HI-A, 18 Westover Road, Bournemouth. 
Tel (01202) 555512. Linn, Arcam, Mission, Quad, 
Audiolab, Rotel, Yamaha, Denon,etc, 2 Single 
Speaker Listening Rooms, Home Demonstrations, 
Free Installations. Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for 
details. m.1i1i1 
WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth, Dorset DT 4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729. 
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Micromega, Musical Rdeley, Panasonic, Quad, Sony, 
Technics, Yamaha. Dem room . Friendly professional 
advice. Only qualey hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area. 
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial 
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta 
Mastercard. Interest free credrt. Instant credrt� Mon 9.30-5.30, FriDiJVf:i-5 30 � 
JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LID, DOVER HI A, 
43 High Street, Dover. Tel (01304) 207562. Arcam, 
Aura, B&W, Heybrook, J.P.W., NAD, Pioneer, 
Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Technics. AN 
Dem Room. Full service department. Mon-Sat 9-
5.30. Free installation. Cred� to £1000. Access, Visa, 
Switch, Electron. Established 25 years. Expert 
advice. Friendly service. 

DURHAM 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, Dariington 
DL3 7EE. Tel Help Une (01325) 481418. Fax (01325) 
382982. Agencies include: Arcam, Audiolab, Bang & 
Olufsen, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Harman, IMF, KEF, 
Marantz, Mission, Musical Fideley, Meridian, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rote!, Shearne, Tannoy, Yamaha. 3 
listening rooms. 3 years guarantee. Free delivery 
and simple installation North Yorks/South Durham. 
Home cinema specialist. m.1i1i1 



ESSEX 
AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill, 
ll�ord, IG2 6LL. Tel (0181) 518 0915. Fax (0181) 554 
8463. Open Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Late 
Thurs until 8.00. See our main entry under Oxford. 
We also sell AVI, Celestion, Epos, Michell, Monitor 
Audio, Proac & Technics. li1i1i1ll 
AUDIO T, 30 Crown Stree� Brentwood CM14 4BA. 
Tel: 01277 264730 Fax: 01277 264731. Open lues
Sat 9.30-6 Late night Thursday until Spm. See our 
main entry under Oxford. We also sell Michell, Ruark 
& Technics. 
RAYLEIGH HI-A, 44a High Stree� Rayleigh, Essex. 
Tel (01268) 779762/747571. 216 Moulsham St, On
the-Parkway, Chelmsford. Tel (01245) 265245. 132-
134 London Road, Southend-on-Sea. Tel (01702) 
435255. Arcam, Audiolab, Gyrus, Denon, Epos, KEF, 
Linn, Loewe Tvs, Marantz, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, 
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Ruark. 0% finance. 
Excellent MV range. Home cinema Dolby Pro-Logic, 
multi-�WulrSTERSHIRE li1i1i1ll AUDIO EXCB.I.ENCE, 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester. 
Tel  (01452) 300046. All that's best in 
Hi-Fi carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly 
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets. 
Delivery and instal lation, home dems, part 
exchange, in-house wor11shops, full credit facilities 
wrth interest free on selected items. lues-Sat 9.00-
5.30. Closed Mon. li1i1i1ll 
AUDIO T, 40-42 Albion Street, Che�enham, GL52 
2RQ. Tel (01242) 583960. Fax (01242) 226435. 
Open Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Evening dems 
arranged by appointment. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell Celestion, Epos, Linn, Michell, 
Nairn, Roksan, Ruark & Technics. li1i1i1ll 

HAMPSHIRE 
AUDIO T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 1AS. 
Tel (01256) 324311. Fax (01256) 324430. Open 
lues-Sat 9-5.30. Evening dems arranged by 
appointment. See our main entry under Oxford. We 
also sell Epos, Unn, Michell, Nairn, Royd & Technics. 
li1i1i1ll 
HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD, 2-12 Hursley Rd, 
Chandlers Ford, Hants S053 2FU. Tel 01703 
252827/265232. 3 hi-li and 2 home cinema sur
round sound dem studios. Winner of Southern 
England Sony/Hi-Fi News Dealer Awards. Projection 
TV wrth 8ft Screen. Thurs late, closed Mon (except in 
Oec). 2yr guarantee, service dept. On site free park
ing, junctions 4 (M27/M3), 5 (M27), 12 (M3), 13 
(M3) all wrthin 3 miles. li1i1i1ll 
JEffRIES HI-A 29 London Road, Portsmouth. P02 
OBH. Tel (01705) 663604. Hi-li, home cinema and 
multi-room specialist. Range includes Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive 
Technology, Denon, Harbeth,Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, 
Unn, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, 
Rega, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser, 
Sound Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. 
2 dem rooms. Open lues-Sat, late night Wed. Free 
parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner So_llY/Iii:
Fi News Best Southern Dealer. li1i1i1ll 
NOW THATS HI·A 32 Arundel St., Portsmouth. Tel 
(01705) 811230. Pioneer, Yamaha, Marantz, 
Kenwood, Mission, T.D.L, REL, Attacama and much 
more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists. kcesory cen
tre at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth. Tel (01705) 
811618. 
SEXTONS, 81 High Street, Aldershot, Hants GU11 
1 BY, Tel (01252) 320728 Fax (01252) 319635. Most 
major manufacturers stocked including Marantz, 
Rotel, Pioneer, Technics, B/W, NAD, and Yamaha. 
Two demonstation lounges including full Home 
Cinema suite. Knowledgable staff offer a friendly 
unbiased service, Monday to Saturday 9.00 to 6.00. 
Access, Visa, Arnex and Switch accepted. Mail order 
service also available. 

HEREFORDSHIRE 
ENGUSH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford HR4 
ODE. Tel (01432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C., Audiolab, 
B&W, Castle, Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Exposure, 
Hanman Kardon, KEF, Marantz, Micromega, Misskln, 
Nairn, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Proac, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sheame, Stax, Quad, Tanroy, Teac, Yamaha 
and others. Single Speaker Dem room. Home bial. 
Free install. Service dept. Access, Visa, Credit 
arranged. Open Mon-Sat 9.3Dam-5.30pm. li1i1i1ll 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
ACDUSnC ARTS LTD, 101 St Albans Rd, Watford, 
Herts. Tel (01923) 245250. Fax (01923) 230798 
Apogee, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose, 
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Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copland, Denon, 
KEF, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, Micromega, 
Orelle, Roksan, Ruark, SME, Sonus Faber, Sonic 
Link, TDL, Theta, T.horens, Wilson. 4 demonstration 
rooms. Purpose bui� AV studio. Credit available, 100 
yards from Watford Junction ststion. Open Tues-Sat 
10-5:30 (Thursday open until 8pm). li1i1i1ll 
THE AUDIO ALE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops Stortford, 
Herts CM23 2DW. Tel (01279) 506576. 9.30-5.30 
open 6 days,9.30-8pm Thursdays. Linn, Nairn, 
Quad, Gyrus, Arcam, Roksan, Denon, Epos, KEF, 
Marantz, ProAc, Rega, Yamaha. 0% credit. li1i1i1ll 
OARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS 6 Market Place, St. 
Albans, Herts. Tel (01727) 851596. Hert's premier 
Hi-FIIAV specialists est. 1946. Full Home Cinema 
demonstration suite. Whether your needs are large 
or small, we stock it all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, 
Denon, Sony, B & 0, Pioneer, REL, JVC, KEF
Reference, Mission-Gyrus, Ruark, Celestion, Polk, 
and many more. Free delivery and installation� 
9-6 Mon-Sat. li1i1i1ll 
DAVIO ORTON AUDIO VISUAL6-8 Bancron, Hrtchin, 
Herts, SG5 1JQ Tel (01462) 452248 Fax (01462) 
458424. Stockists of Apollo, Arcarn , B&W, CelestKJn, 
Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, and many others. Hi
Fi listening room and MV dem. room. Workshop off 
premises. kcess, Arnex, Visa, Oiners, Interest free 
and instant credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. 
HERTFORD MUSIC 328 Ware Road, Hailey, 
Hertfordshire SG13 ?PG. Tel (01992) 442425. We 
hold in stock the complete range of REL subwoofers, 
induding Studio 11. We also stock the complete range 
of MAGNUM amplifiers, CD2020 and the full range of 
MAGNUM speakers. All other brands quoted. 
Demonstration rooms for AV and Audio. Mail order, 
home audition. VISa, Switch etc. 
RADLETT AUDIO, 9 Holywell  Hil l,  St AI bans, 
Hertfordshire AL 1 1 EU. Tel (01727) 855577 Probably 
the longest established high-end dealer in the coun
try. Demonstration facilities second to none with sys
tems to suit all budgets. Mainlines include: Mark 
Levinson, MIT, Sonus Faber, B&W, Copland, 
Audiolab, Proac, Marantz, Trichord, AVI 
STUDIO 82 (Harpenden) Ltd, 82 High Street, 
Harpenden, Herts AL5 2SP. Tel (01582) 764246, Fax 
(01582) 467022. Arcarn , ATC, Audiolab, AVI, Bang & 
Olufsen, Bose, Co Company, Chord, Denon, Harbeth, 
Jamo, KEF, Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Musical 
Technology, Myryad, Nairn, Panasonic, QED, Quad, 
Roberts Radio, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Tannoy, 
Target, TDL, Teac. Single Speaker Demonstration 
room. Free installaijon. Service dept. Access, Visa, 
Switch, Arnex. Open 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat. li1i1i1ll 

KENT 
ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High Street, 
Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or female any 
age, to share common interest in, musical Pro-aktiv 
Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room or Home Cinema. 
Attractive unusual equipment in unusual setting, 
your place or ours, we guarantee lasting 
pleasure.Open Mon-Sat, Appointment Service or just 
pep in. Tel (01233) 624441. li1i1i1ll 
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 85 King Street, 
Maidstone ME14 1BG. Tel (01622) 756756. Bang & 
Olufsen, Bose, Denon, Grundig, JVC, Jamo, KEF, 
Mordaunt Short, Marantz, NAD, Onkyo, Panasonic, 
QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Technics, Target. Hi-Fi, 
Home Cinema, Multi-Room Custom Installation 
Specialists Part Exchange, Service Dept Full Finance 
Facilities. 
HALKSWORTH WHEELER, 34 Guildhall Street, 
Folkestone Tel (01303) 255668. See prevklus entry. 
LINN STUDIO, 123 Snargate Street, Dover, Kent, 
CT17 9AP. Tel (01304) 201525, Fax: 01304 240135. 
Sondek LP12', Knekt', Karik', Kairn', Klout•, 
Kremlin', Keltik', Kaber•, Keiledh', Numerik', 
Tukan', Wakonda', Majik', Mimik', LK100', Ekos', 
Kudos', Arkiv', Brilliant', Lingo', Valhalla', Sekrit', 
Aktiv'. . . Dream systems for everyone from £2000 
to £30000+. A new dealership from a specialist 
family business, established in 1948. Outstanding 
service and facilities. Muiti-room specialist. 
MUSICAL IMAGES LID, 126 High St, Beckenham, 
Kent BR3 1ED, Tel (0181) 663 3m, Fax (0181) 663 
3555. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-A, multi-room 
specialists. Main authorised dealers for over 100 
brands. Interest free credit anywhere in the UK, sub
ject to status. Mail-order wortdwide. 10 demonstra
tion rooms throughout Musical Images, including 
projectors and big screen TVs. Professional home 

installatiKJn and design consu�cy. Part exchange, 
service and repairs. Active Musical Images Club. 
Open all week including Sundays. 10am-6pm 
(1 Oam-4pm Sundays.) liliJ li1i1i1ll 
PROGRESSIVE AUDIO, 2 Marylane Court, Rainham, 
Kent, MES SOY. Tel: 01634 389004. Agencies 
indude: Audio Note, Audkln, B&W, Conran Johnson, 
Marbeth, Tube Technology, Michell,  Pro-Ac, 
Townsend, Sugden, SME Audio Synthesis, Unison 
Research, Pink Triange, Analysts and more. 
SOUND OF MUSIC, 10112 Chapel Place, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent T N1 1YQ, tel (01892) 547003, Fax 
(01892) 547004. Quad, Exposure, Marantz, Tannoy, 
REL, Magnum, Ruark, Musical Technology, 
Micromega, Acoustic Energy, Teac, Avdion, B&W, 
KEF, Pro-Ac, Michell, Copland, Trichord, Klipsch, 
Thorens, Pass, Lymley, Woodside, BAT, CAT, Dunlavy, 
Wadia, Krell, Audkl Research and many more. We 
offer the very best service and advice along with 
some very special deals. 1 month's bial exchange, 
good prices and free delivery, the widest range of 
equipment, systems from £30()-£1 OOK, valve + 
vinyl specialist. All major credit cards accepted. 
HTTP://WWW.SOUNDS/OF!MUSIC.Co.UK. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26 Union Street, 
Maidstone ME14 1 EO. Tel (01622) 676703. 
5 minutes from M20. Three superb hi fi and home 
cinema demonstration rooms. Most leading brands. 
Home survey and set up. Friendly and interested 
staff. Interest free credit and credit cards. "The best 
place in town for hi fi and home cinema." Bada 
Bonded. Open Sundays. li1i1i1ll 
V J HI·A, 29 Guildhall St, Folkestone. Tel (01303) 
256860. Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha. 
Dem and home trial facil ities, free local install. 
No appts necessary, service dept. Amex, Diners, 
Visa, Access , Interest free credit, Instant credit Mon
Sat9-6. lirilili1 
V J HI-A, 119 High Street Margate. Tel (01843) 
226977. For full details see our above entry . lli1;llll 

LANCASHIRE 
AUDIO EXCB.I.ENCE, 131 Friargate, Preston, Lanes 
PR1 2EE. Tel (01772) 253057 Fx (01772) 562731. 
All that's best in Hi-Fi carefully selected and demon
strated by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to 
suit all budgets. Delivery and installation, home 
dems, part exchange, in-house workshops, full 
credit facilities wrth interest free on selected items. 
lues-Sat 9.00-5.30. 
Closed Mon. li1i1i1ll 
Cl£ARTONE, 235 Blackbum Road (1/2 mile from 
city centre on the A 666 Blackbum Road), Bo�on, 
Lanes Bl1 8HB. Tel (01204) 531423. Bolton's 
biggest Hi-A superstore. � top brand & all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, 
Aksi, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castie, Celestion, 
Denon, Hrtachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridan, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, T DL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-Fi Demo 
rooms and 2 MV Demo rooms, no appointments 
necessary. Service department, free installation, 
home trial facilities. free parking. Access, Visa, 
Arnex, Diners. Interest free credit Open Mon - Wed 
10.00-6.00, Thurs - Fri 10.00-7.00, Sat 9.00-6.00, 
Sun 11.00-5.00. 
PRACTICAL HIR, 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel (01772) 
863958. The audkl specialist, expert advice, instant 
demonstrations, best prices, interest-free credit, 
part-exchange welcome. Extended warranty. 
Stockist of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, KEF, 
Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs. 

lill] 
PRACTICAL HIA, (also in) 
81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool. Tel (01253) 300599. 
33 Knowsley S� Bo�on. Tel (01204) 395789. 
84 Panny Streel. Lancaster. IeU01524l39657. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 
CYMBIOSIS, 6 Hotel Stree� Leicester., LE1 SAW Tel 
(0116) 262 3754 Facsimile (0116) 262 3758. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Epos, KEF, Unn Hi-Fi, Unn 
AV51, Loewe Televisions, Micromega Stage, 
Micromega Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Myryad, 
Nairn Audio, Projekt Furniture, Rega, Hotel & Royd, 
Multiroom Design and Installation Service.4 
Listening Lounges. Finance available. Open 6 days 
1 0 am-5.30pm li1i1i1ll 
LEICESTER HI·FI CO, 6 Silver Walk, St Martins 
Square, Leicester LE1 SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753. 
Fax (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Mabix, Copland, 
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Mission Gyrus, Marantz, Hanman-Kardon, KEF, M&K, 
Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, Roksan, Rogers, Hotel, 
Sonus Faber, Talk Electronics, Teac, Technics, 
Yarnaha. 3 Dem areas. We can demonstrate, deliver 
and install. Credit Facilities. All cards taken� 
9.30-5.30 Eri1!1.il 
STEREO SHACK, 1-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester. Tel 
(0116) 2530330. Fax (0116) 2626097. Yamaha, 
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega, 
Pklneer, TDL, Thorens, JBL, Hotel, Celestion, Jamo 
and many more. We are A. V. specialists, 2 dem 
rooms. We can demonstrate, deliver & install. Credtt 
facilities and all cards taken. 6 days 9.30-5.30. 
WIL.MSLOW AUDIO, 50 Main SI, Broughton Astley, 
Leicester LE9 6RD. Tel (01455) 286603. Suppliers of 
high quality loudspeaker kits, drive units, acoustic 
sound damping, cross-overs, and components. ATC, 
Dynaudkl, KEF, Morel, Peerless, Scanspeak, Seas. All 
major credit cards taken. Open 9-5.30 Mon-Fri, 9-1 
Saturday. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 
STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford, 
Lines PE9 2AJ. Tel (01780) 62128. Aiwa, Denon, 
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator demon
strations, on two floors, part exchange Hi-A pur
chased for cash. No appointments necessary, home 
trial facilities, free installation, service department 
Mastercard, VISa & credit charge, finance available. 
Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm,c� Thursdays. 

LUNDON 
ALPHABEC, 392 Finchley Road , London NW2 2HR. 
Tel (0171) 431 9133. Main product lines indude 
Denon, Sony, JVC, Onkyo, Linn, Loewe, Grundig, 
Yamaha, Teac, Boston Acoustics, Jamo. One demo 
room with full cinema surround system available 
and service dept. Interest free credit available. 
kcess, Arnex, Visa and Mastercard accepted. Open 
Mon-Sat 1 0-6pm, han day Thurs 10-1 pm. 
AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead, 
London NW6 1SQ. Tel (0171) 794 7848. Fax (0171) 
431 3570. Open lues-Sat 1 Q-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 
See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell 
Celeskln, Michell, Monitor Audkl, Proac, Roksan, Van 
den Hul & XTC. mm:l 
BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee High Road, 
Lewisham, London SE13 5PL. Tel (0181) 318 
5755/(0181) 852 1321. Arcam, AVI, Denon, Unn, 
Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pklneer, Rega, Rotel, etc. 
Two domestic style listening lounges. Appts required, 
service dept, home bial facilities, Interest free credit, 
instant credit Access, VISa Open Mon-Sat 10-6.30, 
Closed Thurs. mm:l 
THE CORNFLAJ<E SHOP, 37 Windmill � London 
W1P 1HH. Tel (0171) 631 0472, Fax (0171) 436 
7165. Open lues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10·7. The special
ists for the highest quality sound, be tt for one room 
or many more. We offer friendly advice, and a full 
delivery and installatiKJn service is available. Two lis
tening rooms (appointments preferred). Service 
department. Amex, Mastercard, Switch, Visa. 
Worldwide mail orderservice. Brands include; 
Arcam, ATC, AVI, Bryston, Dynaudio, Mark 
Levinson/Proceed, Nairn, Pro Monitor Co, Rega, 
Royd, and much more . . .  THE CORN FLAKE SHOP -
Double egg, bacon, chips. 
GRAHAMS HI-A, Canonbury Yard, 19Da New North 
Rd, London N1. Tel (0171) 226 5500. Winner 
Sony/HFN Greater London Dealer Award 
1986/89/90. "One of the 5 best hi-li shops in the 
wortd". Arcam, Linn, Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. 
Systems from £500. FREE PARKING, 4 dem rooms, 
service dept, open lues-sat RING FOR APPOINT
MENT. liTili7o1 
HI·A & COMPONENTS, 84 Batlersea Rise, London, 
SW11 1EH. Tel (0171) 223 1110. ESTABUSHED 33 
years. Beyer, Celestion, Cerwin Vega, Denon, 
Enninence, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, KAM, Jamo, 
Kenwood, QED, NAD, Ortofon, Sennheiser, Shure, 
Stanton, Tannoy, Project, Marantz, Vivanco, Wide 
range of accessories & stylis. Appts nee, Service 
Dept. Access, Switch , VISa, Diners, Arnex, Open 1D-
6 Closed Wed. 
HI-FI EXPERIENCE, Lion House, 227 Tottenham 
Court Road, London W1 P -HX. Tel Help Une 0171-
580 3535 24 hour, Fax 0171-436 4733. Agencies 
include: Arcam, Audkllab, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Oenon, Heybrook, Hanman , 
IMF, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, 
Meridian, Nakamichi, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
Sheame, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 



years guarantee. Free delivery and simple inslalla
tion (M25 periphery), home cinema specialist. 

li1ili1i1 
INFIDElllY, 9 High Str, Hampton Wick, Kingston
upon-Thames. Tel (01S1) 943 3530. Rlr lull details 
see entry under SURREY. li1ili1i1 
K.J. WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish SI, London, 
W1M 7LH. Tel (0171) 486 S262/63. Fax (0171) 487 
3452. Hi-Fi, THX Home Cinema and Multiroom spe
cialists. Dem' studios bookable. Home trial. 
Installations by arrangement. Major credit cards. 
Interest free credit - ask for details. Most major 
brands stocked. Open 1 Oam-6pm (Closed 
Wednesday & Sunday). E-mail: 106435.121@com
puserve.com. 
KAMLA 251 Tottenham Court Rd, London, W1 P 
9AD. Tel (0171) 323 2747. Kenwood, Pioneer, .NC, 
Philips, Toshiba, Boston, B&W, AR, Mitsubishi. 
Demonstration room available. Appts required. 
Service dept. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Open 
Mon-Sat 9-6. 
M USICAL IMAGES LTD, 1S Monmouth Street, 
Coven! Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel (0171) 497 
1348, Fax (0171) 497 9205. Email: sales@musical
images.co.uk. AV Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, 
Hi-R, multi-room specialists. Main authorised deal
ers for over 100 brands. Interest free credit any
wllere in the UK, subject to status. Mail-order wor1d
wide. 10 demonstration rooms throughout Musical 
Images, including projectors and big screen TVs. 
Professional home inslallation and design consultan
cy. Part exchange, service and repairs. Active 
Musical Images Club. Open all week including 
�- 1 Oam-7pm (1 Oam-4pm Sundays). Gl 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Road, Edgware 
HAS 7JX. Tel (01S1) 952 5535, Fax (01S1) 951 
5S64. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk. See 
main entry under Middlesex. 

Gllimi1il 
MUSICAl IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middlesex TW3 11R. Tel (01S1) 569 5802, Fax (01S1) 
569 6353. E-mail: sales@musicai-images.co.uk 
Gllimi1il 
NICHOLL S  HI-FI, 115 Eltham Road, Lee Green, 
London SE12 SRW. Tel (01S1) S52 57SO. ATC, 
Alchemist, Audio Alchemy, Boulder, Celestion, Cello, 
Chario, Dynaudio, Electroacompaniet, Harman, 
Jamo, JBL, Levinson, Micromega, Project, Revox, 
Jell Rowland Group, REL, Revox, Thorens, Technics, 
Sony, Marantz, Kenwood etc. Dem Room, Home 
Dem facilities. Interest free credit, Instant Credit, 
Access, ViSa, Amex etc. MoniFri 9.30-6.00 Thurs. 
ORANGES & LEMONS, 61-63 Webbs Road, 
Battersea SW11. Tel (0171) 924 2040. Juicy fruit 
from London's newest, freshest hi-li/home cinema 
retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All 
the usual, ie friendly and efficient service, free home 
installation, credit cards, 0% finance available, plus 
all the very best from: Arcam, Gable Talk, Chord Co, 
Demion, Denon Lifestyle, Epos, Micromega, NAD, 
Nairn, QED Multiroom, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruar1<, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Yamaha 
with more to come. T he innovative AudioNisual 
retaler. 
RICHER SOUINDS, The wor1d's busiest hi-fi retailer. 
30 branches nationwide and Eire. Call 0500 101112 
for a free fun packed catalogue including a full 
branch listing and opening times. Full range of bud
get and high end equipment, semi pro and DJ and 
home cinema from all top brands. Demonstration 
facilities in all stores. If in the incredibly unlikely 
event you see an offer remotely approching one of 
ours, simply tell us about it and we'll smash it by up 
to £50 .. (most brands). Ask in store for details. 
STUDIO 99, 79-S1 Fairfax Road, Swiss Cottage, 
London NW6. Tel (0171) 624 SS55, Fax (0171) 624 
5315. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, ATC, Mission, Gyrus, 
Rega, KEF, Arcam, Epos, Acoustic Energy, 'tamaha, 
Philips, Royd, Rote!, Sonus Faber, Bang & Olufsen. 
High quality demonstrations. Home Cinema. Multi
room. Service Dept. Visa/Access credit facilities. 
Mon-Fii 10.00am-7.00pm, Sat. 10.00-6.00pm. 
li1ili1i1 
THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Road, Bayswater, 
London, W2 4AH. Tel (0171) 229 2077. Fax (0171) 
727 934S. Nearest tube stations Oueensway and 
Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters available. 
Demonstration room available by appointment. 
Stockists of 8&0, Nairn, Rega, Micromega, Gyrus, 
Denon and Epos. Payment via, ACCESS, VISA, 
cheques, cash and interest free credit facilities 

DEALER 
Directory 

(details on request). Open 1 0.30am-6.00pm, 
Tuesday-Saturday. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OL1 
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (Ot 6t) 633 2502. 
Arcam, Audiolab, Rotel, Royd, Mission, Marantz, 
Lyra, Audio Research, Sonus Faber Copland, Ruark, 
Epos, Denon, Yamaha, Bang + Olufsen. Free instal
lation. Record club. Major credit cards and credit 
facilities. Open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00 to 5.30, 
Spm on Thurs. 
PRACTICAL HIR, 65 Bridge Street, Manchester. Tel 
(0161) S39 S869. See main listing under Lancashire 
for details. 

MIDDLESEX 
AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield, Middlesex EN2 
OFW. Tel (01S1) 367-3132, Fax (01S1) 367-163S. 
Open Tues-Fii 9.30-6: Sat 9.30-5.30. Evening dems 
arranged by appointment. See our main entry under 
Oxford. We also sell Celestion, Linn, Nairn, Monitor 
Audio & Moth. li1ili1i1 
MUSICAl IMAGES LTD, 173 Station Rd, Edgware 
HAS ?JX. Tel (01S1) 952 5535, Fax (01S1) 951 
5S64. Email: sales@musical-images.co.uk. AV 
Dealer of the Year. Home Cinema, Hi-Fi, multi-room 
specialists. Main authorised dealers for over 1 00 
brands. Interest free credit anywllere in the UK, sub
ject to status. Mail-order wor1dwide. 1 0 demonstra
tion rooms throughout Musical Images, including 
projectors and big screen TVs. Professional home 
installation and design consultancy. Part exchange, 
service and repairs. Active Musical Images Club. 
Open all week including Sundays. 1 Oam� 
(1 Oam-4pm Sundays). Gllimi1il 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
TW3 11R. Tel (01S1) 569 5S02, Fax (01S1) 569 
6353. E-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk. See 
above entry. Gllimi1il 
MUSICAl IMAGES LTD, 1S Monmouth St. Covent 
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: (0171) 497 1348, 
Fax (0171) 497 9205. E-mail: sales@musical
images.co.uk. See main entry under London 

Gllimi1il 
RIVERSIDE HI-FI LTD, 422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham, Middlesex TW1 2EB. Tel (01S1) S92 
7613. Fax (01S1) S92 7749. Internet: 
h t t p  1 1  w w w .  r i v e r s i d  e h  i I i . c o . u k I 
"Where dreams come true." e-mail: 
Soundadvice@riversidehifi.co.uk Angstrom, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose, Copland, 
castle, Denon, Dwin, Krell, KEF, Meridian, Marantz, 
Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Michell, Micromega, 
Martin Logan, Nakamichi, NHT, Pioneer, RCF, REL, 
Sony, Sonus Faber, Tannoy, Theta, Vldikron, Wilson, 
Yamaha. Appointments recommended. Finance 
available. All major credit cards accepted. Mon-Sat 
1 0-6, Thurs 10-7 li1ili1i1 

WEST MIDLANDS 
EMPIRE ELECTRICAL SUPERSTORE, 21-22 
Stephenson Street (behind New Street, opposite 
Pollasades car park), Birmingham City Centre, West 
Midlands B2 4JD. Tel (0121) 643 0972. 
Birmingham's biggest Hi-Fi superstore. Every top 
brand & all the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable 
prices. Aiwa, Akai, Arcam, B&W, Bose, Castle, 
Celestion, Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marnntz, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-R Demo 
rooms and 2 A. V Demo rooms, no appointments 
required. Service department, free inslallation, home 
trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Interest 
free credit. Open Mon - Fri 9.30-6.00. Sat 9.00-5.30 
FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE, 163 Spon 
Stree� Coventry. Tel (01203) 525200 Fax (01203) 
631403. E-M AIL: frank@hiflex.demon.co.uk 
4000sq feet on 3 floors of the very Best Hi-Fi. 
Audiolab, Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audio Quest, B&W, 
Bang & Olufsen, castle, canon, Gable Talk, Chord, 
Gyrus, Definitive Technology, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Meridian, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, 
Quad, REL, Rega, Revolver, Rogers, Rote!, 
Sennheiser, Sharp Projection, Systemdek, Teac, TDL, 
Van Den Hul, Yamaha. 3 Aoors with 3 Dedicated Hi 
Fi Demo Rooms. Appts Necessary. Service Dept. 
Free install & Home Trial. Interest Free Credit on 
selected products. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm M_Qt)ll_ay 
to Saturday. li1illlo1 
GRIFFIN AUD IO, 94 Bristol Street, Birmingham, 
West Midlands. Tel (0121) 622 22301(0121) 692 
1359. 40 years in Hi-Fi and still the best in the 
Midlands. We sell great Hi-R from Arcam, Denon, 
Linn, Marantz, Musical Technology, Nakamichi, 

Nairn, Quad, Rega, Shahinian and Loewe Television. 
IVtam Xeta Home Theatre. Open Tues-Sat 10.00-5.30. 
MUSIC MA TIERS, 10 Bold mere Road, Sutton 
Goldfield, West Midlands. Tel: 0121 354 2311. Rotel, 
Denon, Lexicon, Tannoy, Ruark, Alchemist, 
Exposure, Pioneer, Roksan, Nakamichi, Arcam, 
Audiolab, Musical Fidelity, Mission/Gyrus, Meridian, 
KEF, Monitor Audio, Pink Triangle. 2 single speaker 
luxury demo rooms. Appts nee, home trial facilities, 
free installation, service dept. Access, Visa, instant 
credit up to £1000, interest free credit available. 
Tue-Thur 10.30-6, Fri 1 0.30-S, Sat 10-6. Branches 
also at: 156-157 Lower High Str, Stourbrid�. 
Midlands D18 1TS. Tel: (01384) 444184 li1ili1i1 
SOUND ACADEMY, 152a High Street, Bloxwich, Nr 
Walsall, W. Midlands Tel (01922) 4934991473499. 
Please see entry under BIRMINGHAM. li1ili1i1 

NORFOLK 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich NR14 SHG. Tel (0150S) 
570S29. Audio Alchemy, Arcam, Audiolab, Beyer, 
Cabletalk, Chord Co. Opera Speakers, Denon, 
Densen, Dynavector, Epos, Grade, Heybrook, 
Micromega, Nairn, Opera, Sound Organisation, 
Rogers, Rotel, Royd, Soundstyle, TDL, Unison 
Research, etc. 2 comprehensive dem rooms. Home 
trial. Free installation. Visa, Access, HP facilities. 
Tues-Fii 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat li1ili1i1 
MARTIN'S HI-FI est. 1968, Ber St, Norwich. Tel 
(01603) 627010 Fax (01603) 611302. Arcam, 
Atacama, Audiolab, Audioquest, Cable Talk, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, GUL KEF, Marantz, Mission, 
Meridian, Monitor Audio, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, 
REL, Ruarll, Sennheiser, Soundstyle and Target, sep
arate AV and Hi-Fi demo rooms, Home Cinema spe
cialists, Open Monday to Saturday 9-5.30. Home 
delivery and installation available. Interest free cred
it. Price promise - we �11 match any genuine local 
price. li1ili1i1 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
CLASSIC HI-FI + VIDEO, School Lane, Kettering, 
Northants. Tel (01536) 31 OS55.  Aura, B&W, 
Exposure, Heybrook, JBL, KEF, Kenwood, Marnntz, 
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Orelle, Pioneer, Rogers, Rote!, 
Sheame, Sugden, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha and many 
more. Home trial, free installation, service depart
ment. Interest Free Credit. All major credit cards. 
Open 9.30-5.30pm. 
H.G. RAPKIN,11 Kettering Road, Northampton, Tel: 
01604 37515. Atacam, bose, B&W, jamo, BBL, Kelly, 
Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, QED, 
REL, Rogers, Sonic Unk, Tannoy, Target, TDL, TEAC, 
Technics, Yamaha. 2 Floors of Hi-Fi, Audio Visual 
Home Installation on most systems. Access - ViSa -
AMEX. Open 9.00- 5.30 Mon-Sat 
L ISTEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton. 
Tel (01604) 37S71 Linn, Nairn, Rega, Audiolab, 
Arcam, M&K, IXOS, Target, Quadraspire, Mission, 
KEF, Epos, Myryad, Denon, Rotel, Marantz, Yamaha, 
Sennheiser, Chord Co, Gabletalk. 2 Listening Rooms. 
Free Installation. Part Exchange. All Major Credit 
Cards. Interest Free Credit Subject to Status. li1ili1i1 
OVERTURE, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 SLR. Tel 
=) 272158. See main entry under Oxfordshire. 

NOTTINGHAM 
CASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian Way, 
Nottingham NG1 6GF, Tel (0115) 95S 4404. 
Nottingham's newest and largest hifi and home the
atre store, serving the wllole of the region. brands 
stocked include Alchemist, Audio Valve, Blueprint, 
Boston, Acoustics, castle Acoustics, Chario, Chord 
Electronics, DMP, Denon, Henley, Jell Rowland, 
Jolida, Kef, Keswick, Klyne, Lexicon, Loewe, 
Marantz, Mar1< Levisnson, Micromega, Monarchy, 
NHT, Nairn, Nordost, Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Proceed, 
Project Turntables, Precious Metals, QLN, Quad, REL, 
Revox, Sheffield Lab, Solidsteel, Sonic Frontiers, 
Sony Projection Sustems, Stand Unique, Stereophile, 
Talk Electronic, Wilson Benesch and XLO. New 
brands arriving all the time. Large showroom and 
three demonstration rooms. Home demonstrations 
and a full installation service available, including 
multi room. Open 1 o.ooam to 6.00pm Tuesday, 
Thursday, Fliday and Saturday, 11.30am to S.OOpm 
Wednesday. Appointments out of normal shop open
ing hours can also be arranged. 
CHANTRY AUDIO 16-18a Eldon Street, Tuxford Nr 
Newark, Nottingham NG22 OLH, Tel  (01777) 
S70372. Product lines include Krell, T heta, 
Copeland, Epos, Audio Research, Ruark, Meridian, 
Sonus Faber, D.P.A., Mordaunt Short and many 
more. 3 dem rooms inc. home cinema. Service dep� 
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free installation, home trial facilities. Access, Amex 
and Visa Accepted. Interest free credit available. 
Open Mon-Sat. 
DERNITIVE AUDIO serves the first time purchaser 
and the seasoned audiophile with the same high 
level of care and interest Our aim is long term cus
tomer satisfaction. We achieve this with quality 
impartial advice, quality back up and service and 
genuine interest in your needs. We have an estab
lished reputation for achieving sound quality bench
marKs with innovation. We have an extensive range 
of carefully selected agencies. We are open Mon-Fii 
9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. Visa I Mastercard I 
Amex. Deliveries nationwide and worldwide. 
Extensive second hand stock. Components from 
£10.00 to £75000. Call for more information. TeVFax 
(0115) 9813562. 
JOHN KIRK, 70 Chilwell Rd, Beeston, Nottingham. 
Tel (0115) 92529S6. Est 1970. Professional advice 
and service. Demo room, Free installation, Service 
Dept. Arcam , Atacama, Aura, B&W, canon, castle, 
Denon, Dual, Marnntz, Mordaunt Short, Nakamichi, 
Quad, Rogers, TDL, Technics, Thorens. Tues-Sat 
9.30-5.30. AccessNisa/Switch. 
NOmNGHAM HI·FI CENTRE, 120-122 Alfreton 
Road, Nottingham. Tel (0115) 97S6919. T he 
area's oldest established specialist (Est. 1969). Two 
superb demonstration rooms, easy free parking. 
Home Cinema and Multi Room. Stockists of: Arcam, 
Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn, Loewe T.V., 
Marantz, Micromega, Michell, Mission-Gyrus, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Yamaha. Mon-Sat 9.00-5.30. li1ili1i1 

OXFORDSHIRE 
ASTLEY AUDIO LTD. 3 MarKetplace, Wallingford 
OX10 OEG. Tel (01491) 839305 Fax: 01491 825024. 
Founded 1975. Great deals on Aura, B&W, Denon, 
Dual, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, Technics, 
Yamaha. Home trial, Installation and delivery service. 
Service dept. on site. 2 yr guarantee on all equip
ment. Interest free credit on selected items. Home 
cinema listening room and loudspeaker listening 
room. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. 
Tues-Fii 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.D's stocked. 
AUDIO T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9HS. Tel (01865) 760844, Fax (01S65) 
60415. E.mail: hifi@audio-t.co.uk Web site: 
http:llwww.audio-t.co.uk Great Deals on Acoustic 
Precision, Arcam , Audiolab, B&W, Gable Talk, castle, 
Celestion, Gyrus, Denon, Densen, Dynaudio, KEF, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, 
Teac, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 1 0-6. Sat 
9.30-6. Late Thurs until S.OO. 3 year guarantee on 
Hi-Fi separates & systems. Price Promise. 30 day 
free upgrade scheme. Part exchange. Interest Free 
Credit on selected items. 2 listening rooms. Home 
trials. 30 years in business. Home Cinema special
ists. BADA Bonded. Serious hi-fi shops - Silly prices! 
li1ili1i1 
OVERTURE HI-A, 3 Church Lane, Banbury, OX16 
SLR. Tel (01295) 27215S. Arcam, Bose, Denon, 
Heybrook, KEF, Unn Products, Mission, NAD., Nairn 
Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible un-biased 
advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb 
demo facilities. No appts nee, service dept. free 
install, home trial. AccessNISa, instant credit Mon
Fii 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30. li1ili1i1 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Gantay Hse, Par1< 
End Stree� Oxford OX1 1JE. Tel (01865) 790S79 Fax 
(01S65) 791665. Quad, Denon, Spender, Aura, 
Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink Triangle, Roksan, 
Krell, Sonus Faber NAD, Rotel, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL. Demo room. Home 
trial and free installation. Instant credit, Access, 
Amex, ViSa. 10-6 Mon-Sat li1ili1i1 
WESTWOOD AND MASON , 46 George St, Oxford. 
Tel: (01S65) 247783. Celebrating 50 years in high 
fidelity. In 1947 the Leak TL 12 introduced the wor1d 
to Hi-Fi (rt would probably sell well today.) This year's 
landmark is the Rega Planet CD. Arcam, B&W, 
Denon, KEF, Klipsch, Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Rega, 
Yamaha etc. Open 1 0-5pm. Dem room. Closed Thur. 
Mastercard/VISa. 

PORTSMOUTH 
HOPKINS HI-A, Technics approved specialist dealer. 
lull range of products stocked from seperates cine
ma sound and mini systems. Denon, NAD, Onkyo, 
castle, B&W, Tannoy, T.D.L., Jamo and lots morew 
plus demo facilities. With over 3 years experience of 
giving sound advise service and best prices, visit 
Hopkins Hi-R your local specialist dealer. 40 Fratton 
Road, Portsmouth, 01705 Tel: S22155 Fax: 611999. 



Finance available on request, most cards taken. 
Phone orders w�cmfOPSHIRE 
CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, Shrewsbury, 
SY1 tEN. 01743 241924. One of the largest ranges 
of quality HiR/Audio Visual equipment outside of 
London. Arcam, Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, 
Chord, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Miller & Kreisel, Mission, 
Onkyo, NAD, Nairn, Nokia, Pace, Quad, Rega, Roksan, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique. Comfortable listening 
room, home installation (including mulliroom and 
tracking satellrte), free 2 & 5 year wanranlies, selected 
used equipment, part-exchange welcome, specialist 
workshop facilities. Pccessl VISa! Swrtchl Amex and 
low cost finance from £250 up to £15,000. W. QWEN, 
58 Mar1<et Street, Oakengates, Tenord, Shropshire, tel 
(01952) 613818. AudioNideo specialists. Pioneer, 
Reference Point, Kenwood, Sony, Jamo, B&W, Base , 

Dolby Pro-Logic specialist. 16:9 screens in stock. 
Free installation an�wll

e��w· 
MIKE MANNING AUDIO - The HiR and AV special
ists. The best in HiR from: Arcam, ATC, Aura, B&W, 
Gastle, Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz, Nairn Audio, 
NAD, Pioneer, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Shahinian, TDL, 
Teac. Somerset's Bang & Olufsen centre. Dedicated 
listening lounge for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Home installations on most sys
tems, Full service department. Access, Visa, Instant 
Credit. Closed Mondays. 110, Middle Street Yeovil, 
Somerset BA2o 1 Ns"''i�df�l79361 . 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, Ipswich. 
Tel (01473) 217217. Easy parking. Dem Room. 
Giving sound advice for over 21 years. Arcam, 
Audiolab, Meridian, Denon, B&W, Technics, Quad, 
castle, Celestion, Top Tape, plus all the usual head
phones, leads, racks etc. li1i1l7;1 
BASICALLY SOUND, The Old School, School Rd, 
Bracon Ash, Norwich. Tel (01508) 570829. For full 
details see entry under Nortolk. li1i1l7;1 
STOW SOUNDS, Steve Cooke,Stone Farm, Brough 
Lane, Gt Rnbourgh, Suffolk IP14 3AS. Tel: 01449 
770953 or 675080. Specialist hi fi dealer with great 
products from acoustic solutions, dpa, exposure, son
neteer, beyer, audioquest, soundstyle, QED, soniclink, 
stands unique and m�l)��ipment available. 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex RH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. 
See main entry under West Sussex. li1i1l7;1 
AUDIO T, 173-175 London Road, Gamberley GU15 
3JS. Tel: 01276 685597 Fax: 01276 685327. Open 
Tues-Fri 10-6 Sat 9.30-5.30 Late Thurs until 8pm. 
See our main entry under Oxford. We also sell 
Celestion, Michell, Nairn & Ruar1<. 
COSMIC Hl-fl SUPERSTORE EST 1962, 244-256 
Station Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey KT15 
2PS. Tel (01932) 854552/843769/851753 Fax 
(01932) 841615. Open 7 Days a week, Man-Sat 9-
6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 10-4pm Large free car park, 
fully equipped service depart, massive showroom. 
Arcam, Audio Quest, B&W, Gable Talk, Denon, Dual, 
Jamo, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, 
Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy, Target, TDL, Technics, 
Thorens, Yamaha. Home cin, widescreen 1V, projec
tioo TV laserdisc. lnt free credrt. All Major credrt cards. 
INFIDEUTY, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston 
Upon Thames, Surrey. Tel (0181) 943 3530. Arcam, 
Densen, Epos, Heybrook, Linn, Micromega, Nairn 
Audio, Neat Acoustics, Rega Reserch, Rol<san, Royd, 
Shahinian, Yamaha. Single speaker listening room. 
Appts pref, free installation, service dept. Major 
credrt cards. Closed Man, Tues-Fri 10.30-7, Sat 10-
6pm. li1i1l7;1 
PJ HJ-FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford, GUI 4RY. 
Tel (01483) 504801/304756. Mon-Sat 9-6pm. Unn, 
Rega, ProAc, EPOS, Rotel, Audiolab, Arcam, 
Meridian, Musical Technology, NAD, Quad, KEF, 
Acoustic Energy, Marantz, B&W, Nakamichi, Rogers, 
Mission/Gyrus, Pioneer (precision). Listen to 
Uno/Meridian AC3 here now! Home Cinema & HiR 
Dem rooms, parking, Free delivery & installation. 
Service department on the premises. Call now 

li1i1l7;1 
RIVERSI DE HI-FI ,  422 Richmond Road, East 
Twickenham. TW1 2EB. Tel: (0181) 892 7613. Fax: 
(0181) 892 7749. See main entry under Middlesex. 

li1i1l7;1 
ROGERS HI-A, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey. 
Tel (01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, Denon, Harman
Kardon, Marantz, Micromega, Musical Rdelrty, Myryad, 
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Ruark, Tannoy, and many more. Demoostration facili
ties available, no appointment necessary. Free installa
tion. Service department. AccessNISa. Instant credrt up 
to £1 ,000 subject to status. Monday-Saturday 9.30-
6pm, later by appointmerrt. 
SPALDINGS HJ-FI, (Established 30 years), 352-4 
Lower Addiscombe Rd, Croydoo, Surrey CRO 7AF. Tel 
(0181) 654 1231/2040. Unn Nairn, Quad, Meridian, 
Audiolab, Mission, Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tannoy, 
Arcam, KEF, Gastle. 3 dem rooms including AV room. 
Service dept. free install, home trial facilities, 
appointments advisable. Access, Visa, Amex, Interest 
free credrt, instant credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. 
Service dept. li1i1l7;1 
SURREY HJ-FI , 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey 
AH9 8LS. (Just off J6 - M25) Tel (01883) 744 755, 
free parking. Home Cinema on demo. Acram, 
Audiolab, KEF, KEF Reference, Beyerdynamic head
phones, Base, Cabletalk, Denon, Marantz, Mitchell, 
Musical Fidelity, Partington Stands, Qudos Cables, 
Target TDL, Thorens, Yamaha, Stands Unique, Roger, 
Miller & Kreisel Sub Woofers, MIT Gables, Alphason 
Stands, Sennheiser headphones and many others. 
Interest free credrt available. Closed Wednesday. 
UNILET SOUND & VISION, 35 High Street (Opposrte 
Wartrose), New Maiden, Surrey. KT3 4BY. Tel (0181) 
942 9567. The very best hi fi and home cinema 
brands on show with 3 hi fi FI.US 3 home cinema 
demonstratioo rooms fully equipped at New Maiden. 
Knowledgeable staff. Free car parking. Open 
Sundays. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 1i1i1i7;1 
ADAMS & JARRETT, 6-18 Norman Road, 
St. Leonard's-on-sea. East Sussex, TN37 6NH, Tel 
(01424) 437165/432398. Stockists of B+W, Gabletaik, 
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, AEL, Aotel, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Target, Yamaha, Talk 
Electronics, Stands Unique, Dynaudio, Musical Rdelrty, 
Denon, Dali, Myryad, Onkyo, Aura. Two demo rooms, 
home trial, AV specialists. Instant and interest-free 
credrt available. Open Man-Sat 9-5.30. 
JERRJES HI-A, 69 London Road, Brighton BN1 4JE. 
Tel (01273) 609431. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi
room specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Beyer, Celestion, Chord, Definitive Technology, 
Denon, Harbeth, KEF, Kinshaw, Lexicon, Unn, Loewe, 
Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, Panasonic, Rega, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Shahinian, Sound 
Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yarnaha 2 dem 
rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. Free parking, 
bus route, credit facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-R News 
Best Southern Dealer. li1i1l7;1 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green Street. 
Eastbourne BN21 1 SO. Tel (01323) 731336, Fax 
(01323) 416005. Hi-fi, home cinema and multi-room 
specialist. Range includes Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Beyer, Celestioo, Chord, Definitive Technology, Denon, 
Harbeth, Heybrook, KEF, Lexicon, Unn, Loewe, Miller 
& Kreisel, Nairn, Panasonic, Polk, Rega, REL. Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark, Seleco, Sennheiser, Sony, Sound 
Organisation, Sound Style, Top Tape, Yamaha. Two 
demonstratioo rooms. Open Tues-Sat, late night Wed. 
Free parking, bus route, credit facilities. Winner 
Sony/Hi-R News Best Southern Dealer. li1i1l7;1 
THE POWfRPLANT, 66/67 Upper North Street, 
Brighton BN1 3FL Tel (01273) 775978 Fax (01273) 
748419 Email: email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever 
your budget we can help you choose from our care
fully selected range of todays finest hili and home cin
ema equipment. Recommended agencies include 
Arcam, Audiolab, ATC, B&W, B&O, Gyrus, Exposure, 
Epos, Unn, Marantz, Micromega, Mark Levinson, Pro 
Ac, Rega, QED Systemline, Yamaha. Excellent demon
stration facilrtes, Knowledgeable and Friendly Staff. 
Multi Room specialist, CEDIA member. Open Tues -
Sat 1 Oam-6pm late evenings by appointment. All 
major Cred�rm�� �i�es. li1i1l7;1 
AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East Grinstead, 
West Sussex AH19 3AS. TeVFax (01342) 314569. Hi
Fi, Home cinema & Multi-room specialists. 
Authorised stockists of: Arcam, Audkllab, Gabletalk, 
Gastle, Gyrus, Epos, KEF (inc. Reference), Unn One. 
AV51), Marantz, Mission, Nairn, Pioneer ( inc 
LaserDisc), Quad, Rei, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Target, Thorens, Yamaha 
& more. 3 dedK:ated demonstration rooms - Hi-R & 
Home cinema. Service dept. 0% finance available. 
9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat Late by appointment. li1i1l7;1 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD. (Est. 1945) 1 Becket 
Buildings, Litt lehampton Ad, Worthing. 
Tel (01903) 264141. 1 minute from A24 & A27. Free 
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local parking. Aura, B&W (inc. Matrix), Denon, 
Harman Kardon, Jamo, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy, 
TD.L., Teac, Technics, Thorens, and many more in 4 
Dem Rooms. Systems, Hi-R and Home Cinema. 
Service Dept., Installations. Open 6 days a week. 
Access Visa, instant credn to £1 000 subject to status. 
PHASE 3 HI-A, 215 Tarring Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN11 4HW. Tel (01903) 245577. Email: 
pear1@msn.com. Whether your requirements are for 
the best in HiR, Home Cinema, Multi room, or full 
systems integration, contact us to discuss bespoke 
systems to match your needs and your budget. 
T hree listening and viewing studios. Agencies 
include, Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, 
Gastle, Celestlon, Denon, KEF, Unn Knekt Marantz, 
Meridian, M&K, Nairn, Pioneer Precision, Sheame, 
Talk Electronics, Yamaha. Open Mon-Sat 9.30am-
5.30pm. All major credrt cards. Full credrt facilities. 

li1i1l7;1 WARWICKSHIRE 
SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regents St., Rugby. Tel 
(01788) 540772. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad, Meridian, 
Marantz. Mission, Celestion, KEF, Rotel, Ruark, 
Heybrook. IMPROVE YOUR IMAGE. BE SEEN WfTH US. 
Appts required, no service dept free install, home tri
als facilities. Access, Amex, Visa, Diners instant cred
rt. Open 9-5.30pm Man-Sat. li1i1l7;1 
STRATFORD 111-R, 1 OA Chapel Street Stratford Upon 
Avon, Warwickshire. Tel (01789) 414533. Arcam, 
B&W, Base, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Micromega. 
Mission, Monitor Audio, NAD, Panasonic, Onkyo, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha. 
Demonstration room, Service facilities, Mail Order, 
Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Mon9ill'_to 
Saturday. All major credrt cards. li1i1l7;1 
THE LEAMINGTON Hl-fl COMPANY, 23a Regent SI, 
Leamington Spa, Warwckshire W32 5EJ. Tel: (01926) 
888644 Fax: (01926) 887486. E-mail: 
K.brown@bbcnc.org.uk. Accoustic Energy, Arcam. 
Audiolab, Quad. Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, 
Yamaha, Nad, Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, 
Atacama, Technics, Trichord, TDL, REL, IXOS. Singl 
speaker dem room . We do not use any cornparetors. We 
also have full demonstration of projection 1V with 
laserdisc and full Pro-Logic systems. Part exchange wel
come. Please phooe or e-mall for prices. We have over 
200 laserdiscs in SWJ�Wffest catalogue. 

AUDIO T, 60 Reel St, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 1 RA. 
Tel (01793) 538222. Fax (01793) 487260. Open 
Tues-Sat 9.30-6. Late Thurs untiiB.OO. See our main 
entry under Oxford. We also sell Unn, Michell, Nairn, 
Ruark & Technics. mm.'� 
SALISBURY Hl-fl LTD, 15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169. 
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruar1<, Sony, 
Yamaha. 2 Oem rooms. Friendly relaxed atmosphere. 
Professional advice. Home dem available. Service 
Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities. 
Access, VISa, Amex. Interest free credit. Instant credit. 
Open �lrRtlfrERSHIRE mm� 

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, Worcestershires leading 
Hi-Fi specialists stocking Bang & Olufsen, Nairn 
Audio, Royd, Micromega, Arcarn, Absolute Sounds, 
Teac, Acoustic Energy. On srte demonstratioo room by 
appointment home demonstrations available, multi
room installation specialists, free delivery. Interest 
free credit. Independence House, the trinity, 
Worcester�f(J�}ft i�
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HARROGATE HI-A, 15 Commercial Str, Harrogate, N 
Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the best ranges of 
qualrty hi-fi in the North of England, including: Gastle, 
NAD, Onkyo, Rotel, Project, Trichord, JBL, TEAC, 
Heybrook, T DL, Harman, Apollo, Sound Style, 
Alchemist, Celestion, Beyer. Home Cinema and AC3 
dems. Home dems (appts not always reqd.). Service 
dept. All major credn cards accepted. Open 1 

�-?&1· Wh'(l Because music matters. ' · · 

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate, York 
Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully chosen Hi-R 
& AV equipment includes Arcarn, B&W, Denon, Unn, 
M&K Subwoofers, Nairn, Rega, Rotel, Royd etc. 3 
Oem rooms incl Home Cinema & Multiroom facilrties. 
Service department Home installatioos. Instant Credrt 
and Major credrt cards. Closed Mondays. Phone for a 
c
h

at & mor'V&,ksHIRE (EAST) 
ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull.  
Tel (01482) 587397. Comfortable listening rooms; 
Home dems; Personal, friendly service; Free installa
tions. Agencies include: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE BRmSH AUDIO DEAlERS .... ,.. ................. . 

Aura, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio Note, Audion, B&W, 
Cable Talk, The Chord Company, D.P.A, Densen, 
Denon, E.A.R .. Exposure, Harbeth, Heybrook, 
Impulse, KEF, Mlchell, Micromega, Monrtor Audio, 
Mordaunt-Short, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, REL, 
Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruar1<, Sheame Audkl, Stands 
Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC, Tube 
Technokl9f��iif��

($5iJWI� others. 

HI-A STUDIOS, Sunnyfelds, Doncaster, DN5 85A. 
Tel (01302) 781387. TDL, Audio Alchemy, Sugden, 
Audiolab, Electrocompaniet, Proac, Ruark, Gastle, 
Teac, Unison valves, Impulse Horns, Apogee, 
Stemfoort, Pink Triangle, Heybrook, Monrtor Audio, 
Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research, Michell  
Turntables, CA Developments (valves), Art Audio 
(valves), R.E.L. Subwoofers, Pro-ject, Plus \'amaha 
and Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic 
Demonstrations, Systemdek, Alphason, Target Sonic 
Link, Chord, Holfi, Q.L.N., Audio Quest. Listening 
room, dems, home trial, free delivery and install, 2 
year guarantee. Access. Visa. 1 0-8pm Tues-Fri, 1 0-6 
Sat. Closed Monday. Phone for further into. & FREE 
fact P'1-0RKSHIRE (WEST) 

li1i1l7;1 
AUDIO REFLECTIONS, Specialist ATC distributers 
from one of the longest established UK ATC dealers. 
You are cordially invrted to audition perhaps the finest 
loudspeaker range available in the world today from 
the largest selection of ATC monrtros and electronics 
assembled in the UK. Also AVI, Bryston, Chord 
Electronics, Castle, Harbeth, Marantz, Spendor, 
Sumo, Teac, Van den Hul etc. For further details con
tact John Bleakley Phone/tax bleds (0113) 2528850 
(evening calls welcome). Generous part exchange 
and second hand equipment available. 
AUDIOVISION esrt 1 957 (YORKSHIRE) IJD 5 Bethel 
St, Brighouse, HD6 1JR 1 mile from junction 25, 
M62, West Yorkshire, (01484) 713996. � 
� 1957-97 oCash savings & interest 
free credrt. •Informed, independent advice on 
digital wide screen 1V & Hi-fi. oQuality DVD & 
dolby digital dems. •Professional pro logic 
home installs. •Keen Prices on award winners. 
Yorkshire's largest & latest range of Panasonic & 
Technics. T he North's No. 1 Polk Audio dealer. 
BOSE multiroom Lifestyle systems. Yamaha DSP, 
Philips widescreen 1V. Speakers by Cerwin'vega' 
Miller & Kreisel, Mordaunt-Short & T DL. Pioneer 
laserdisc & Panasonic DVD, VCR & camcorders. 
Qualified in-store service team. Mailorder sales 
(01484) 718116 (Mastercard, Visa) or why not 
visrt our showroom? We're not too far! Open 9-
5.30. Mon-Sat. 
LEARTONE (FORMERLY ERRJCKS), Rawson Square, 
Bradford Crty Centre, BOt 3JA. Tel (01274) 309266. 
Bradford's leading Hi-R specialists. Every top brand & 
all the best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. 
AN/a, Akai, Arcam, Audkllab, B&W, Base , Gastle, 
Celestkln, Denon, Hrtachi, lnfinrty, JBL, .NC, KEF, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, 
IDL, Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Demo 
rooms, no appointments required. Service 
department free instailation, home trial facilities. 
Access, VISa, Amex, Diners. Interest free credrt. Open 
Mon - Sat 9.30-5.30. 
EMPIRE B.ECTRJCAL MEGASTORE, lngleby Road, 
(Girlington), Bradford, BD8 9AN. Tel (01274) 575000. 
The North's biggest electrical megastore. Every top 
brand & best buy at guaranteed unbeatable prices. 
Aiwa, Akai, B&W, Base, Celestlon, Denon, Grundig, 
Hrtachi, Jarno, .NC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, 
Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, Toshiba, 
Yamaha. 3 Dedicated Hi-R & AN Demo rooms, no 
appointments required. Service department, free 
installation. Free parking, Access, Visa, Amex, 
Diners. Interest free credrt. Open Man - Fri 9.30-
s.oq, Sat 9.30-6.00"' Sun 11.00-5.00. 
EM.-JRE ELECTRI!iAl SUPERSTORE, The Clock 
Buildings (formerly the Clock Cinema), Roundhay 
Road, Leeds (on the junction of the A 58 & Roundhay 
Road), LS8 2SH. Tel (0113) 2351701. Leed's largest 
range of Hi-R separates & systems including all the 
best buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, 
Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, Base, Gastle, Celestion, 
Denon, Hitachi, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, 
Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 Dedicated Hi-R Demo 
rooms and 2 AN Demo rooms, no appointments 
necessary. Service department, free installation, 
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home trial facilities. Free parking. Access, Visa, 
Amex, Diners. Interest free credit Opell Moo - Wed 
10.00-6.00, lhurs - Fri 10.00-8.00, Sat 9.30-5.30, 
Sun 11.00-5.00. 
EMPIRE (EC) LTD. 94 Kirkgate, Wakefield City 
centre, (opp. canon Cinema) west Yorkshire WF1 
1TB. Tel (01924) 361736. wakefield's leading Hi-R 
store. Every top brand & best buy at guaranteed 
unbeatable prices. fli.Na, Akai, B&W, Bang & Olufsen, 
Bose, Gelestion, Denon, Hitachi, .NC, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, Mitsubishi, Mordaunt Short, NAD, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL, 
Technics, Toshiba, 't.lmaha. Full demonstration facili
ties, service department, free installation. Access, 
VISa, Amex, Diners. Interest Free credit Open Moo -
Sat 9.30-5.30. 
HUODERSF1ELD HI-A CENTRE, 4 Cross Church SI, 
Huddersfield. Tel (01484) 544668, Fax (01484) 
423140. Also at 3-5 Kings Cross StreeL Halifax, West 
Yorks. Tel (01422) 366832, Fax (01422) 349954). 
B&W, Gyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam , Musical 
Rdelity, Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, etc. Dem 
facilities- appointment reqd. Moo-Sat 9-5.30, lhurs 
9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, cred� facilities. 
Access, VISa. 
IMAGE HI-FI, 17 The Springs, wakefield, WF1 1 QE. 
Tel (01924) 200272. Fax (01924) 200404. The finest 
in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation and classic 
stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, Denon, 
Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha DSP.� 
Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.30pm lillilliil 
IMAGE HI-A, 8 St Annes Road , Headingley, Leeds, 
LS6 3NX. Tel (0113) 2789374, Fax (0113) 2754252. 
The finest in Home Cinema, Multiroom installation 
and classic stereo systems from Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, • 

Denon, Linn, Mission, Quad, Rega, Yamaha DSP. 
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 6.00pm. 

llJilm1 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
BELFAST 

LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmillis Road, Belfast. 
Tel (01232) 381296. Demonstration and Installation 
of the finest Hi-Fi, Home Cinema and Multi-room 
systems, including Arcam, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, 
Loewe, Mission, Nairn, 't.lmaha and many more. Our 
experience will help you to choose the right system 
for your needs. Open Mon-Sat 10-6, Late night 
Thurs. closed all day Wednesday. 
THE Hl-fl SHOP, Bruce House, Bruce StreeL Belfast, 
BT2 7 JD, Tel (01232) 327 604. Product lines include 
Arcam , Audiolab, 8&0, B&W, castle, Chario, Keswick 
Audio, Micromega and Rotel. Dem room and Earl 
Gray available. Service Dep� free installation, home 
Ilia! facilities. Access and VISa, instant and interest 
free credit o�m.-�r 
KRONOS Hl..fl, 7 Scotch Street centre, Dungannon 
BT70 1AR. Tel (01868) 753606. Fax: 753006 
We have one of the largest ranges of quality Hi-R in 
Ireland. Our agencies include Apogee, Audion, 
Audiomeca, Blueprin� BOW Technology, Gadence, 
Copeland, Densen, Frameworks, Harman Kardon, 
Helios, JBL, Kelly, Kimber, Klipsch, Living Voice, Lyra, 
LFD, Marantz, Michell ,  MIT, Musical Fidelity, 
Nottingham Analogue, Orelle, QLN, Rogers, Roksan, 
Rotel, RU311<, Silver Sounds, SME, Triangle, Trichord, 
Unison, UKD, Wilson Benesch, YBA and much more. 

Demo rooms for Hi-Fi and AN. Free installation, 
home demos and home llial. Access and VISa. Cred� 
including instant and interest free. Multi-Room spe
cialists. Open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30. Closed Wed. Sat 
10-5. We are also open any evening by appointment 

SCOTLAND 
DUMFRIES 

RIVER HI-A, 28 Church Crescent , Dumfries. Tel: 
01387 267048, Selected agencies include Nairn, 
Rega, Roksan, ProAc, Ruark, Alchemist, Kef, 
Trichord, Marantz, OLN, Tannoy, Orrelle, Rotel, Teac, 
Audiomeca, Triangle, castle, Opera, 'Infinity, Densen, 
Musical Fidelity, Neat, Revox, Apogee, Ortofon, Pro
ject Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax, Grado, Primare, 
Jell Rowland, Marston, SOundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Atacama, Nordost, Van den Hul, Chord Company, 
MIT, etc. Showroom and 2 listening rooms. 
Appointments and 'Tu�ons available. 

J D BROWN, 28 castle StreeL Dundee for real HiR 
and home cinema in Tayside. Our friendly, knowl
edgeable staff will be delighted to give you a demon
stration and help you to choose your system. Phone 
and book one of our listening rooms. Interest Free 
Cred� Available. Tel. 01382 22659 

EDINBURGH 
MUSIC MIU, 72 Newhaven Rd., Edinburgh EH6 
50G. Tel (0131)555 3963 or Fax (0131) 555 3964. 
Audio Research, Copland, Nairn Audio, Krell, Roksan, 
Marantz, DPA, AVI, Martin Logan, Pro-Ac, Wilson 
Audio, Theta Dig�l. Alchemist. Listening Rooms, 
Free Parking, Full Workshop, Delivery, Installation. 
Open Tues-Sat 10-6 Tel for map or contact AJ, Marl< 
Fraser or Mike. 

GLASGOW 
GLASGOW ANALOGUE STUDIO, 3 Boghead Road, 
Lenzie, Glasgow G66 4EG Tel (0141) 776 3642. 
Illusion of music systems for the vinyl enthusiast fea
turing turntables, arms and cartridges from 
Nottingham Analogue, amplifiers from Croft and 
loudspeakers from Oantax. Experience the beauty of 
music in our relaxed and friendly listening room. 
Demonstration by appointment only. Free installation 
anywhere in Scotland. 
GLASG OW AUDIO, 135 Great Western Road 
Glasgow G4, Tel (0141) 332 4707. Main product 
lines include Arcam, castle, Gyrus, Harman-Kandon, 
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Onkyo, �lk, REL, Rotel, 
Royd, Ruark etc. 3 Dem rooms, lW and Hi-fi, service 
facilities installation sevice, and home Ilia! facilities 
available. Access and Visa accepted. Instant and 
interest-free cred�. Open Mon-Sat 1 Oam-5.30pm 
Sun 1-4pm. 
LOUD & CLEAR, 520 SI Vincent SI, Finnieston, 
Glasgow, G3 8XZ Tel (0141) 221 0221 - not just 
another hi-fi shop, combining friendly advice w� 
specially selected products and the keenest prices. 
Three comfortable demonstration rooms, full service 
and installation facilities, interest free credtt available 
on selected products. Nairn, Exposure, Alchemist, 
Marantz, Denon, Rotel, Teac, Systemdek, Mwa, Kef, 
Tannoy, IDL, Mordaunt Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat 
10arn-6pm.lhurs 1Qam-7pm. Complimentary park
ing at PC World, Rnnieston St. 
STEREO STEREO, 260 St Vincent Stree� Glasgow 
G2 SAL. Tel (0141) 248 4079. Emailstereo@cix. 
compulink.co.uk We will help you choose a system 
to su� your needs precisely. Whether it's a complete 
disllibuted audio and video system or just a repair to 
your old speakers. WE'RE NOT JUST STEREO 
STEREO. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday. 
Interest free cred� available. 

STIRLING 
STIRLING AUDIO, 19 Bamton Street, SMing, FK8 
1 HF. Tel (01786) 479958. For central Scotland's best 
selection of quality Hi Fi at all prices demonstrated 
and installed to sun your needs. B&W, Aura, Crimson, 
Ruark, Audiolab, Arcam, Marantz, T hule, Rotel, 
lmpuise, Polk, Audio Innovations, Royd, Infinity, DNM 
Reson, NHT, REL, Revolver, Micromega, Beyer, 
Sennheiser, Harman Kardon, QLN, Target + Stands 
Unique and many more. Plus custom cable service 
+ QED multiroom installation. Contact Barry or John 
for more information. Interest free credtt available 

WALES 
CLWYD 

ACOUSTlCA, 17 Hoole Road, Chester, Cheshire CH2 
3NH. Tel (01244) 344227. See main entry under 
Cheshire. 
ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Ad, Wrexham 
Tel (01978) 364500. Audio VISUal specialists. Arcam, 
Bose, Boston , B&W, Celestion, Gastie, Denon, GLL, 
Harman-Kardon, Jamo, JB L, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, Myryad, 
NAD, Micromega, Quad, Rotel, Rogers, Roksan, 
RU311<, Tannoy, Teac, TOL, UKD, Yamaha DSP mem
ber. Demonstration room, installation service. Easy 
parking and moiO!Way access. Access, VISa etc. 

SOUTH GLAMORGAN 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134 Crwys Road, Cardiff. 
Tel (01222) 228565. All thafs best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knowiedge
able staff, at prices to su� all budgels. Delivery and 
installation, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full cred� facilities with interest free on 
selected �ems. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 

llJilm1 
AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High St, Swansea. 
Tel (01792) 47 4608.AJI thafs best in Hi-R carefully 
selected and demonstrated by friendly knawledge
able staff, at prices to su� all budgels. Delivery and 
installaijon, home dems, part exchange, in-house 
workshops, full cred� facilities with interest free on 
selected �ems. Tues-Sat 9.00-5.30. Closed Mon. 
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INDICATES MEMBERSHIP OF 

DO YOU BUY YOUR HIFI ON 
REVIEWS OR DO YOU LET 

YOUR EARS DECIDE? 
If your answer is the latter then we are the dealer for you. The only 
way to achieve musical satisfaction is to use your ears and not 
somebody elses. There is of course, some merit in most reviews but 
many many times over our 35 years experience in the trade we have 
found that Hi-Fi bought on this basis has very often resulted in 
disappointment. At SOUNDS OF MUSIC we offer a very special 
trial service to combat this possible situation so the end results will 
always be to your satisfaction. You may eventually choose a product 
that was the subject of a very good review but if you do not agree with 
the reviews findings, with us you always have an alternative route. As 
you can see from our extensive product list below, we handle many of 
the worlds very best products and within each name we have listed, 
there is a product that merits the description 'excellent performance' 
The items shown below represent some of our favourite products 
delivering the finest performances in their respective price ranges. 
Come and audition theses superb items alongside our other world class 
products. call for an appointment today. If music is your priority then 
SOUNDS OF MUSIC is the right place to come. 

AUDIO SYNTHESIS • 

AUDIO PHYSICS • 

APOLLO • AUDION • 

AUDIO NOTE• AUDIO 

RESEARCH • AUDIO 

ANALOGUE • ALTIS 

ANTHEM • AVI • ATC • 

ALON • ACOUSTIC 

ENERGY. ATACAMA. PASS ALE PH 3 
ARTEMIS • BCD • BASE • STEREOPHI.LE AMPLIFIER 

BALANCED AUDIO 

TECHNOLOGY • B&W • 

BOW • CONVERGENT 

AUDIO TECHNOLOGY • 

CHORD • COPLAND • 

CADENCE • COGAN/HALL 

• CABLE TALK • C R 

DEVELOPMENTS • 

DUNLAVY • DAC • 

EGGLESTON WORKS • 

EXPOSURE • 

ELECTROCOMPANIET • 

EIXOS • F M ACOUSTICS • 

GENESIS • GRAHAM • 

GRAFF • GOEATZ • 

GOLORING • GERSHMAN 

ACOUSTICS • HARBETH • 

HELlOS • INFINITY • 

JAMO • J M LABS • 

KOETSU • KRELL • KEF • 

KLIPSCH • KIMBER • 

LUMLEY • LYRA • LA.T. 

LAVAAOIN • MUSICAL 

TECHNOLOGY • MIT • 

OF 1997 

C.A.T. JLI 
MONOBLOCK 

LMIMKll 

• MAGNUM DYNALAB • 

MICROMEGA • MYRYAO • 

MARANTZ • MORDAUNT 

SHORT • MAGNA PLANAR 

• MARTIN LOGAN • 

MICHELL • NEAT • 

NORDOST • NOTTINGHAM 

ANALOGUE • OPERA • 

OPTIMUM • ORTOFON • 

ORELLE • OSBORN • 

PROMENADE • PURIST 

AUDIO • PASS • PRO-AC • 

PINK TRIANGLE • QED • 

QUAD • RUARK • RESTER 

• REL • ROKSAN • 

ROLAND • SME • 

SEQUERRA • SHURE • 

SENNHIESER • 

SOUNDSTYLE • SONIC 

FRONTIERS • SUNFIRE • 

SPENDOR • SONUS-

FABER • STANDS UNIQUE 

• TARGET • TRILOGY • 

TANNOY • TOTEM • TALK 

• TRANSPARENT • 

TRANSFIGURATION • 

THETA • TOWNSHEND • 

TRICHORD • THORENS • 

TEAC • TRIANGLE • 

UNISON RESEARCH .• VAC 

• VON SCHWEIKERT • 

WOODSIDE • WILSON 

BENESCH • WAOIA • 

WILSON AUDIO • XTC • 

MAGNUM 
STOP PRESS 

LUMLEY SILVER 10/4 
XLC 

NEW SI'EAKER CABLE. ABSOLUTELY STUNNING 



e SPEAKERS PRICED £200-£650 

e DIGITAL RECORDERS 
e KRELL KAV-250 PRE/POWER 

MID-PRICED 'UPGRADE' SPEAKERS 

We test 15 speakers priced from £200-£650. Do they make a 

worthwhile upgrade from budget 'starter' designs? Candidates 

include Acoustic Energy AE200, Celestion 23i, JPW ML710, 

Mission 750LE, Eltax Linear Response, Castle Kendal, PMC 

TBlS, Tannoy Precision, Dynaudio Audience 5, B&W CDMlSE, 

JBL L20, MA Monitor 4, Neat Mystique, NHT 1.5 & TDL CF200. 

US HIGH END SPECIAL 

Krell's latest pre/power amplifier, the KAV-250p/a, is its cheapest 

two-box offering yet. Does it embody the legendary Krell family val

ues? Resolution Audio's new integrated CD player, the CD50, 

claims to be the ultimate in high-tech, while the new Boulder 

L5M/102M pre/power combination is a gargantuan rock of an 

amplification rig. Last but not least, we'll take a cruise with the 

ultra-stylish new Revel Ultima Gem speaker. 

DIGITAL 

RECORDERS 

If you're itching to sling that 

beat-up old cassette deck, 

don't miss our test of five 

high-quality separates 

MiniDisc recorders- we'll 

check out the Kenwood DM-

9090, Sony MDS-JA30ES, 

Denon DMD-1300, Onkyo 

MD121 and Sharp MDR-2. 

HAVE HI·FI CHOICE DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR EVERY MONTH! 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES START AT JUST £14.97 
-SEE PAGE 36 FOR DETAILS!-
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Ultra 
Big speakers don't suit small rooms, but why should diminutive dwellings 

suffer bantam bass? David Vivian investigates some potential solutions. 

Vivian Scene 

B
ig loudspeakers in small rooms 
look ridiculous. I should know. In 
recent months, it's been a per
sona I q uesr to shoe-horn ever 

larger boxes into my dimensionally chal
lenged lounge-j usr to discover what works, 
sonically. Quire a lot does. 

For example, I was amazed by the gale of 
sound, and clean, non-boomy bass, issuing 
from a pair of strapping Kelly Transducers 
KT3 (Best Buy, HFC 174). Only problem: 
they blocked out the sun. Slimmer yet still 
taller, Mission's 735i gave a realistic sense 
of scale bur bore a striking resemblance to 

New York's World Trade Centre. 
Only the B&W CDM7 didn't appear 

enormous; its drawback was nearly over-ripe 
bass. With the right material it sounded gor
geously musical-I could have lived with a 
pair easily. Not until reinstating my regular 
B&W CDM2 (biggish bookshelf size, on 
slim, 24-inch Slate Audio stands) did l 
remember what attracted me to compact 
speakers in the first place: their size. 

For a long time I've believed 
there is a 'golden ratio' of room
to-speaker size. Experience sug

gests that what looks right usu
ally sounds right. Measuring 
roughly a foot tall by seven 
inches deep and seven inches 
wide, the CDM2 certainly 
seems close ro optimum in a 
room 11ft 6 inches wide, 9ft 1 
inch wide and 8ft 7 inches tall. 
They sound spacious and 
appear to image 'normally' for 

the available space. 
Instruments and musicians 

don't appear full-size, but you'd 
only notice if you were instan
taneously transported to a larger 
space hosting a much more sub
stantial pair of floorstanders. In 
the right room, good small 
speakers can work brilliantly. 

Unfortunately, affordability 
is not one of the foremost top
ics in this discussion. The 
CDM2s are fair value at £400, 
but sail well clear of 'budget 
exotica' boundaries. Look to the 
real luxury end of the tiddler 
spectrum, and even the Sonus 
Faber Minuetto will set you back 
£600. Still, this brand is a 

byword for build quality (sump-
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ruous walnur'n'learher), sensual Italian 
design and crystalline sound quality. Push the 
boar our wirh these master craftsmen and you 
can comfortably dispose of a grand or more. 

Could there be another way? 
No disrespect to the Italians, bur if you could 

buy a pair of baby speakers with looks and 
sound even half as good, but costing just 
£250, you'd be interested, right' This is 
clearly the thinking behind the Mission 
750LE: a quasi high-end miniature (much 
daintier than the rather bluff B&W), with 
tangibly classy production values and an 
almost-beer-money price-tag. If you go for 
the touchy-feely curviness of Son us Faber's 
styling, the limited edition 750LE (only 7,000 
will be made) appears irrevocably bound for 

'must-have' classification. 

The resr samples looked particularly 
fetching, wrapped in a warm, lustrous, rose
wood veneer. Certainly, rhe cabinet's curl
around cheeks and smoothly-

contoured baffle press all the right 'designer
chic' buttons. There's even a lavishly-grained 
leatherette covering for the base. Things look 
equally up-market with the grilles removed. 
In the usual Mission small-speaker tradi
tion, the tweeter sits below the bass-mid 
cone. Another quality touch: these aren't 

your usual budget-box drive-units either. 

Aerogel, by reputation an extremely light yet 
rigid material, constitutes the 13cm bass
mid unit, while the soft-dome tweeter has a 
25mm diameter. 

Mission claims the 750LE has an equally
inrriguing inside srory. Under rhe sobriquet 
'Transverse Folded Technology', each cabi
net is fashioned from two U-shaped sections, 
which lock together to form a very strong, 

self-bracing structure. Thick, routed panels 
assist in making rhe LE's cabinet extremely 
stiff, but apparently they also exhibit a high 

degree of self damping. Sensitivity is claimed 
to be a middling-to-good 86db!W/m, and 
there are rwin sets of 4mm binding posts to 
permit bi-wiring. 

With my Pioneer Precision CD and amp 

primed, I edged towards the start of 
a beautiful relationship with 

these Mission speakers. l was 
ready to be seduced at the least: 
it nearly happened, but not 
quite. The LE's strength is eas
ily audible; perhaps it can be 
crystallised most succinctly as 
one of rhe most natural, artic
ulate, transparenr and expres
sive mid bands you will ever 
hear. I was stunned. Its treble 
is clear, clean, open and finely 
detailed. Mid and treble mesh 
seamlessly. 

Bur as for rhe bass ... well, ir 
simply sounds small. Fast, yes. 
Tuneful, without quesrion.lr's 
even quire forceful at rimes. 
Bm a whole lower octave is 
missing-the larger B&Ws at 
least grab the shirt rails of 
deeper registers. As a result, 
the scale of the Missions' music 
making is a bit toy-town, even 
in a small room. 

What this speaker needs, of 
course, is rhe services of a good 
subwoofer. We'll talk about 

that - and some more cables 
-next m on rh. 

Mission a (01480) 451777 

HI-FI CHOICE 





8&W OM �601 

"The 60 Is sound like 
the �oice coils of God." 

What Hi-Fi?- Nov '95 

8& W's patented method of 
using Kevlor's unique woven 
fibres for loudspeaker 
cones has been a moior 
foetor in reducing unwonted 

standing waves. 

For more information contact 
8& W Loudspeakers {UK) Ltd 
on: +44 (0) /903150150 

http://www.bwspeokers.com 
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