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The best speakers 
are the ones who listen 

The SoundGuide® 

What is good sound? 

There is no easy answer. Good sound is individual. 

lt is shaped by personal choices like room size 

and music style. Whatever your listening needs, 

there's a sound solution to meet them. 

Jamo has developed the SoundGuide, an 

advanced resource that leads you to your 

perfect sound solution. 

We listen to you before you risten to us. 

For further information, call Jamo UK at 

01788 556 777 or visit your local Jamo dealer. 

Tell us what you want. We'll listen. 

www.jamospeakers.com 

��M(Q)® 
Lets get personal 
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Tim Bowern likes dance and 
indie music and plays it on an 
Arcam FMJ CD player, Musical 
Fidelity amp and PMC speakers. 

Dan George likes rock music 
and plays it on a Marantz CD 
player, Audiolab amp and B&W 
Matrix 801 loudspeakers. 

Richard Black plays piano 
professionally and uses EAR 

electronics and ATC speakers 
for classical and world music. 

Christian House has just 
discovered hi-fi and likes 
folkfpopfrock which he enjoys 
via Philips cans and a Discman. 

Paul Messenger likes dance, 
folk, rock and classical music 
on vinyl and uses Linn, Nairn 

and Rehdeko kit with gusto. 

Paul Miller is the king of the 
technical world when it comes 
to hi-fi. He uses DPA amps 
and Audio Note speakers. 

Alvin Gold prefers serious 
classical music and has a 
predeliction to.ward Krell elec
tronics and JM Lab speakers. 

HOW WE TEST THE PRODUCTS 
Our reviewing process is the most rigorous in 

the business. We focus on transparency and res

olution, mixing traditional hi-fi values with the 

latest technological developments via a blend of 

subjective views and scientific analysis. 

• BENCH TESTS Our main group test each 

month concentrates on a key area, with products 

from across the separates market. The testing 

consists of three stages: 'blind' listening, hands

on subjective testing and scientific measuring. 

The latter phase is conducted by our Technical 

Editor using computerised measuring equip

ment custom designed for the purpose. He is 

recognised as the leader in his field. 

• CROUP TESTS Each issue features a 

number of additional tests aimed at narrowing 

the field in a specific product area. Here the 

testing involves just the reviewer concerned 

with no lab or panel testing, but plenty of com

parisons. 

• SOLO REVIEWS As well as group tests 

we also review single components. In our First 

Impression section, you'll find brand new 

products that warrant early exposure, while 

High Performance concentrates on the latest 

aspirational, high tech components. 

HI·FICHOICE BESTBUV I 
• AWARD TAGS BEST BUYS are considered 

to offer an excellent standard of performance at 

an attractive price. RECOMMENDED products are 

first class components, losing out to Best Buys 

only because of a higher price or less competitive 

sound quality. A third award, EDITOR'S CHOICE, is 

reserved for those products reviewed solo and 

awarded where the Editor is convinced that a 

product offers exceptional quality for the price. 

..My first reaction, 
even though this was 

my third visit, was 
that Las Vegas is 

another planet. 
Everything lacks 

authenticity, and it's 
all larger than life." 

EDITORIAL 

as Vegas is a very strange place. The 

Strip, the bit with all the casinos on it, 

is like Disneyland for adults. My first 

reaction, even though this was my 

third visit, was that this was another 

planet. Everything lacks authenticity, 

and it's all larger than life. The CES 

show that takes over the place every 

January is also larger than life, but the 

kit that's on display at this overwhelming show is 

a bit more real- a few of the more alarming loud

speaker designs excepted. 

CES takes up two large convention centres and 

numerous hotels, but fortunately most of the hi-fi 

is gathered in just three locations. These divide 

roughly into Real World, High End, and Another 

Planet. Or mainstream, expensive, and obscure to 

put it another way. There was interesting stuff in 

each location, including the introduction of satel

lite radio for in-car use, multichannel SACD and 

some very new approaches to loudspeaker design. 

I took my camera around the lot of them and 

you'll find snaps and more info on page 20. The 

full story will emerge as each product finds its way 

onto the news or reviews pages. But if what I heard 

in some of those demonstrations is anything to go 

by, its going to be a fine year for hi-fi. 

Satellite radio in the States is a bit like cable or 

satellite TV: you're got to pay for it. Over here, 

there is a wealth ofl·adio being beamed out of the 

sky and it's yours free, once you've invested in a 

suitable receiver. New to these pages is Reg 

Williamson who has given us some insight into 

what sort of programming is available to the clas

sical music enthusiast (see page 72). 

Our High Performance section features some 

gorgeous kit this month, including what would 

seem to be another bargain SACD from Sony, the 

SCD-555ES, which follows in the footsteps of the 

SCD-777ES as a loss leader for the format. If the 

latter's popularity among high-end brands at CES 

is anything to go by, these players are a give-away 

even if you aren't interested in SACD. 

Jason Kennedy Editor 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
TIM BOWERN AND DAN GEORGE GET TO GRIPS WITH 

"IF YOU IGNORE 
SffiE FORA 

MOMENT, IN NO 
WAY DOES THIS 

SOUND LIKE A 
£3,000 HI-FI" 

DATASTREAM 

3-DISC CD CHANGER; 

AM/FM radio; subwoofer 
with 150mm bass cone; two 
satellites with twin 60mm 
mid-cones and 25mm 
tweeter; power to sub
woofer rated at 50 Watts, 
power to satellites rated at 
30 Watts per channel; two 
inputs for additional source 
components plus one output 
for recording 

CONTACT m 020 8863 9117 

/ 

NAKAMICHI SOUNDSPACE 

9 STEREO SYSTEM 

H 

£2,999.99 

asn't there been a time when you 

wished your hi-fi was just a little 

more ... sexy? Perhaps you'd tempted 

your latest flame back home for the 

first time, only to open the door and 

feel a sudden flush of embarrassment as a bank 

of black boxes hits her squarely in the face. To 

some, that's as uncool as leaving a pair of baggy Y

fronts swinging from the light fitting. In that 

instant, you might have wished you plumped for 

something more stylish. Like a Nakamichi ... 

The SoundS pace 9's diamond shaped, wall

mountable,jaw-droppingly droolsome centrepiece 

contains three separate CD mechanisms. At the 

centre of each is a button. Touch this and the blue 

backlight begins to flash, the relevant section 

drawing towards you like a secret panel in some 

sci-fi fantasy. The disc then glides out vertically. 

Unfortunately, this system's other components 

are less sexy. There's an active subwoofer contain

ing amplification for the entire system and a 

modest-sized paper bass cone. T wo slim satellite 

speakers link to this via supplied cable; each 

sports two tiny midrange drivers arrayed verti

cally either side of a soft dome tweeter. Frankly, 

when you pick them up they feel more like 

speakers you'd get with a Pro-Logic telly than 

with three grand's worth of'hi-fi'. But how do 

they sound? 

A dollop of context is needed here. If you 

ignore style for a moment, in no way does this 

sound like a £3,000 hi-fi. At least, not a good 

one. Bass is wallowy and treble rough 'n' ready 

and, though the whole thing is fairly smooth 

and well proportioned, it's not the least bit 

transparent. Vocals are OK- it was actually 

quite pleasant with Sinatra's In the Wee Small 

Hours- but challenge it with a bit of forceful 

low or top-end and it really doesn't hang 

together. 

But what you're paying for is style, and 

though some may consider it a fashion victim 

it actually sounds more musical than most pre

packaged convenience systems on the market. 

In essence if not form, it's a mini system. And 

an eminently posh one at that. TB 
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DENON CDR

WlSOO CD-RIRW 

RECORDER 
t'U'lE.U'lD £449.99 

B 
urning discs has just got easier thanks 

to those clever types at Den on. The CDR

W1500 is a double-disc offering that fol

lows closely in footsteps of the ]VC, 

--- Philips and Pioneer models already in 

the shops. Based on Philips internals for the 

transport and recording mechanism, the W1500 

is a one-stop edit shop. T win tray convenience 

eliminates the need for a separate CD player and 

recorder so, assuming the playback quality cuts 

the mustard, you can save that space on your rack 

for your next temptation! 

The Denon's busy aluminium fascia really is 

loaded with features, and it's equally well served 

by the dual analogue and digital outputs (one set 

for each tray) round the back. The HDCD-compati

ble machine will let you play both drawers simul

taneously, so you can DJ away with a mixer, if 

that floats your boat. Bashing out new COs is 

facilitated by double speed recording and syn

chronised recording for disc cloning; the usual 

gamut of sample rates (32/44.1/48 kHz) are 

catered for too. The plethora of recording meth

ods, although welcome, can make for slow 

progress until you have mastered the techniques, 

and all recording variations can be performed 

with the comprehensive remote. 

Having followed the requisite recording proce

dure, a freshly burned CD-R emerged with rela

tive ease, and displayed no real audible difference 

from the master. On the other hand - as is often 

the case with twin-<lisc machines- playback suf. 

Denon' s twin-de<k CDfCD-R 
promises stunning ease of use 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

fers a shade compared with standalone CD play

ers at a similar price. Overall, the presentation 

was slightly reserved and lacked a bit of depth, 

but it retained a pleasing degree of smoothness 

and was quite easy on the ear. We're talking a lot 

of electronics for the money here, and a rep

utable brand as Denon is well worth putting on 

your audition list. DG 

"A CD-R 
EMERGED WITH 
RELA liVE EASE, 
AND DISPLAYED 
NO AUDIBLE 
DIFFERENCE 
FROM THE 
MASTER" 

DATASTREAM 

PHILIPS transport and CD 
burner; 2 pairs of digital 
outputs (coaxial and opti
cal); 2x analogue outputs. 

DENON fil 01753 888447 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

"INSTRUMENTS 
HAVE DEPTH, AND 

THE WHOLE 
SOUNDSTAGE 
IS THAT BIT 

MORE OPEN" 

DATASTREAM 
POWER IS RATED at 50 

watts/8 ohms; six inputs 
incl. tape loop; MM phono 
stage; switchable speaker 
outputs; pre- output; head
phone socket. 

ARCAM lit 01223 203200 

UNER\ 

AV P 

ARCAM A75 
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER 
l'li'JDDD £429.90 

T 
hose in the market for a new amp will 

be pleased to learn of this new Arcam. 

Huddled in the new DiVA range, the 

A 75 is an all-new machine which aims 

--- to improve apon the sonic standard set 

by the Alpha 8R and 9 in every way. Basically 

Arcam has incorporated audiophile grade elec

u·onics in a bid to build on it amplifier's existing 

strengths. So what upgrades are there? 

We're told it features all new circuitry, includ

ing higher quality capacitors and more sophisti

cated protection circuits- features shared with 

the new A65 and A85 amplifiers in the same 

range. This remote controlled so-watt youngster 

is furnished with preamp outputs, for future 

power amp adventures. A further set of switch

able speaker connections allow you to avoid miss

ing that essential guitar solo when making the 

tea, by allowing a set of additional speakers in the 

kitchen or anywhere you like. 

A degree of future-proofing is evident in the 

wide audio bandwidth capability of this amp, 

meaning it's ready for SACD and DVD-Audio. 

What's more, the Arcam chaps have put an AV 

processor switch into the design, which fixes 

the gain of the front channels for use with 

external multichannel processors. This allows 

you to switch between dedicated stereo amplifi

cation and AV, should you want to connect up 

the rest of your AV equipment. 

This newcomer shares the musical qualities 

with much of the Arcam family: presentation 

is warm and quite generous. Bass is weighty 

and appears to offer more control than the 

nearest Alpha model. Instruments have depth, 

and the whole soundstage is that bit more 

open. A thoroughbred Arcam then, and pretty 

with it. The wide bandwidth and AV compata

bilty should certainly increase it's desirability. 
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HomeEnterlinll1ent 
RWFIRDS 2000 

WINNER 

MERCURY MX1 

BEST SPEAKER 
FR O NT-OR- REA R 

Tannoy monitors are highly sought after across the world in 

the professional music recording industry. We have also 

supplied many famous film production studios ever since 

sound made its way into the movies. T his know-how from 

satisfying the worlds most discerning listeners goes into the 

• • new Tannoy Mercury mX range. Great speakers for hi-fi and 

• home cinema. Speakers that are every bit better than the rest . 

BREI\KING SOUND BI\RRIERS 

For free literature on the mercury mX range from Tannoy, call 01753 680868 www.tannoy.com 



FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

DATASTREAM 

POWER RATED at 80 Watts 
per channel; AM/FM tuner 
with RDS EON; bass/treble 
controls; DD, dts and DPL 
plus five effect modes; three 
analogue audio inputs 
including one phono and a 
record loop; three 
audio/video (RCA/composite) 
inputs including one record 
loop; twoS-Video inputs and 
one output; three digital 
audio inputs (optical only) 

TECHNICS W 01344 862444 

TECHNICS SA-DAB 

MUL TICHANNEL RECEIVER 
F.U.Ult'JD £399.99 

I 
f you caught our multichannel issue a 

couple months back (HFC 210), you'll 

already know about the SA-DA10- a 

beastly, brooding AfV receiver that sits 

___ atop Technics' range. This, if you like, is 

the cut-price version, eschewing some high-grade 

components in return for £100 off the price tag. 

Ostensibly, that makes the SA-DA8 seem some

thing of a bargain. You lose the bamboo-based 

TAKEH capacitors, along with some structural 

damping and a notch or two in the transformer 

department. But you 're still getting a fully speci

fied 5.1 channel receiver with Dol by Digital, Pro

Logic and dts decoding, rugged good looks and 

the undeniable street cred of the Technics brand, 

all for a temptingly affordable £400. 

You're buying into impressive acronyms too, 

like VGCA (Variable Gain Control Amplification); 

a technology filtered down from the firm's most 

costly stereo amps, intended to improve signal-to

noise. That at least shows some intent towards 

high fidelity, but does it deliver? 

Well, like just about every integrated multi

channel amp to date, and particularly those at 

lower price levels, its sound is musically compro-

mised. In stereo mode it manages to sound 

clearer than some of its ilk, without too much 

grit or grain, but it remains cold and sterile 

next to a good stereo-only amp in the £200-

£300 bracket. Ken wood's KAF-3030R, say. 

It makes up ground with multichannel 

music on DVD, throwing out a leaner, meaner 

kind of sound than some of its sub-£500 rivals. 

But given the continued dearth of DVD-Audio 

software we're only talking data-reduced DVD

Video releases here. Despite Technics' procla

mations of suitability, we'll have to wait to see 

if it does the new music format justice. 

It's with film soundtracks that the SA-DA8 is 

most at home. Effects are thrown around the 

room with a cool, crisp aim. Dialogue is clean 

too, and though some might find its perform

ance a little glassy and a touch dry, on the 

whole its movie sound is well on the money. 

Viewed as a budget do-it-all amp for general 

entertainment media, this is an able contender, 

despite rather limited connection options

check the Datastream panel to see if it's got 

what you need.Just don't expect too much 

sonic refmement, especially with music. TB 
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"BASS IS 
WEIGKTY THANKS 
TO THE GENEROUS 

BOX SIZE, AND 
VOCALS HAVE 
IMPRESSIVE 

PRESENCE" 

DATASTREAM 

MEASURES 38x22x28cm 
(WxHxD); MDF cabinet; 
170mm (ceramic matrix 
mid driver); 25mm CMMD 
tweeter; Bi-wirable 
binding posts; quoted 
sensitivity 88dB; quoted 
impedance of 8 Ohms; 
weight 8.2kg 

HARMAN INT'L 

fil 00 33 243 384460 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

INFINITY ALPHA 20 SPEAKER 

p 

£199.90 

eople are always finding new ways to 

manipulate music signals as they 

make developments in amplifiers and 

CD players, but innovations in speaker 

technology are relatively rare, so when 

it does emerge, it's worth taking note. One such 

deviation from the norm has appeared in a new 

range of speakers from Infinity. at a price which 

allows everybody a look in. Specifically the 

Ceramic Metal Matrix Diaphragms (CMMD) fea

tured in the new Alpha range. This includes two 

stand mount models, three floorstanders and a 

centre for use in a multichannel system. The 

range heralds Infinity's return to the UK. 

Like Viagra, CMMD is concerned with stiffness. 

TI1e basic idea is that a stiff driver will produce 

less coloration and act in a more linear, pistonic 

way than a relatively pliant one. The two-way 

Alpha 20 uses a mid range driver that sandwiches 

a layer of aluminium between two thicker layers 

of Ceramic Matrix, the result being greater stiff-

ness than aluminium alone. 

Stiff all over: the 
impressively engi
neered Alpha 20s 

Continuing the stiffness theme is the MDF 

enclosure: a whopping 25mm of it grips those 

drivers on the front baffle, while the radius on 

the front edge aids dispersion. 

The current crop of sub-£200 speakers is an 

arena brimming with tough competition. The 

Alpha 20 packs some punch though, with a 

good construction, considerable mass and size

able dimensions. For £199.90 these are 

admirable qualities indeed, and once on song 

you'll find bass is weighty thanks to the gener

ous box size, and vocals have impressive pres

ence in the soundstage. They are however, 

slightly forward, particularly in the upper 

midrange, and overall the sound wasn't as 

coherent as some of the competition. However, 

this is a good stab at applying new technology 

to budget hi-fi. It's well worth taking a peek at 

the new Infinity range: which is currently 

available via Harman Consumer International, 

but will be distributed in the UK towards the 

end of February. DG 
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FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

MYRYAD CAMEO STEREO SYSTEM 
£1,499.99 

"A MUSICALm 

AND SUBTLETY OF 

TOUCH THAT 

kNOCkS MOST 

PRE-PACKAGED 

'SffiE' SYSTEMS 

OUT OF THE PARK" 

DATASTREAM 
CD PLAYER: 24-bit/96kHz 

compatible DAC. coaxial 
digital output; amp: rated 
at 50 Watts per channel, 
four line-level inputs plus 
phono and two tape loops; 
tuner: single band (FM), 29 
presets, RDS; full system 
remote control 

s 
tyle? Pah! Convenience? Humbug! To 

the hi-fi buff of popular legend, such 

things are like Christmas to Charles 

Dickens' Scrooge. But times are chang

ing. Is it possible to get style, perform

ance and user-friendliness in one easy bite? 

Ask Myryad. With Cameo, the brand intends to 

take its tried-and-tested fusion of style and per

formance into the realms of the upmarket mini 

system, combining three separate components 

sold as a single package. 

Inside the package are three boxes, each con

taining a slimline component in a solid, silver

grey case. These are proper separates in every 

sense, except that they're not currently sold sepa

rately- there's a CD player, amp and FM tuner, 

each a self.mntained unit with its own individual 

power chord. Speakers aren't included, however, 

so you'll need to source your own. 

Aside from being a one-stop purchase, Cameo's 

mini-style convenience stems fi·om its connection 

system. Its My-Link bus lets you link all three com

ponents so they 'talk' to each other- a signal 

received fi·om the remote handset by one compo

nent is distributed to the others for simple, one

touch operation. If the entire system is off, say, 

and you press the CD 'play' button, both the CD 

player and amp will turn on, the amp will switch 

to the CD input and playback will begin. Trivial? 

Perhaps, but to the average mini system customer 
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that kind of smooth operational convenience 

is a necessity. 

If Myryad's aim is to introduce such a cus

tomer to real hi-fi sound, then it has succeded. 

Armed with a suitably decent pair of speakers

we tried both B&W and PMC- it shows itself to 

be a clear and articulate performer, if a touch 

cold and short of weight. Its all-round finesse 

pitches it firmly in real hi-fi territory, a musi

cality and subtlety of touch that knocks most 

pre-packaged 'style' systems out of the park, 

down the road and way, way out of sight. 

On the other hand, with a little careful audi

tioning, you could pick three £500 compo

nents that combine to deliver even more. But 

that takes legwork. And Cameo most certainly 

doesn't. TB 
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R-HSOO Reverse Cassette Deck 

DV-HSOO DV D Player 
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VRDS-9 Compact Disc Player 
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PD-H500i CD Player 

MD-H500i MiniDisc Recorder 
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T-H500 FM/AM Tuner 

AV-HSOOD AC-3 Pro-Logic Surround Amp 
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AG-H500 Stereo Receiver 

A -H500i Amplifier 

What a pair. 

They both mean 
business. 

The TEAC Reference 500 now 
has a choice of eleven 
separates from DVD 
CDRW, MiniDisc and CD. 

You can build your own 
personal system and discover 
true separates performance 
from a mini system. 

Or you can try your luck with 
the girl. M 16, quick release 
hand grenade and 340 cup. 

Whatever is your preference, 
they're both seriously well 
equipped. 
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NEWS 
BROUGHTTO YOU BY TIM BOWERN AND DAN GEORGE 

CROSS-CHANNEL 
ATC LAUNCHES NEW ACTI VE SPEAKER RANGE 

ATC has developed a new loudspeaker intended for both stereo and 

multichannel use. The T16 is an adive design, with means it has built

in amplification- 200 Watts for the 150mm mid/bass driver and 50 

Watts for the 2 5mm fabric dome tweeter. The user simply conneds 

each speaker to a suitable preamp or processor, reducing the amount 

of boxes and wires required while giving each speaker its own dedi

cated power amp at close proximity. 

The speaker is described as compad and "lifestyle", and is priced 

at £1,800 per pair. A full 5 .1 multichannel package called the 

Concept 4 Lifestyle 5.1 Colledion is also available at £7,500, includ

ing four T16s with a matching centre speaker and subwoofer. 

ATC� 01285 760561 

DRESSED TO IMPRESS 
B&W'S NEW SPEAKERS WITH SlYLE AND SUBSTANCE 

Style conscious music fans who balk at black boxes may seek solace 

in B&W's new mid-price CM speakers. The range includes a stand

mount model, a larger floorstander and a matching centre speaker, 
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each one "not so much a speaker as a 

piece of furniture". However, sonics have 

apparently not been compromised in the 

pursuit of style. 

The first model is the CM2 at £550, a 

two-way stand-mount design with a 

165mm, Kevlar-coned mid/bass driver 

and a 25mm metal dome tweeter. The 

second is the CM4, a 2.5-way floor

slander priced at £900 and incorporat

ing an additional 165mm, aluminium

coned bass driver. The £350 CMC centre 

speaker is also a 2.5-way design, sport

ing twin 120mm mid/bass units with 

Kevlar cones. 

All three models feature now familiar 

B&W design tenets like tapered tube 

tweeter assemblies and dimpled 

Flowport vents. A choice of maple or 

rosenut wood veneers is available, and 

aesthetics are spruced up via brushed 

aluminium baffle plates with colour co

ordinated cone surrounds and dust caps. 

B&W� 01903 750750 

US BY TUBE 
NEW VALVE AMPS LAUNCHED IN THE UK 

High-end US brand Audio Research lands back in the UK 

with a clutch of new and updated valve amps. One all

new produd is the VTM200 monoblock, a mono power 

amp priced at £6,999 and packing a huge 200Watts. 

The results achieved in its development have also 

led to upgrades to three existing valve-based amps. The 

LS25 preamp now reaches Mkll status with an 

improved input stage and two twin 6H30 triodes in the 

driver stage. Price remains unchanged at £4,999. 

Also upgraded is the VT100 amp, now at Mklll and 

featuring the same adjustments to its input and driver 

stages, among other improvements, and priced at 

£4,999. Finally, the flagship Reference 2 preamp has 

seen changes to its power supply and analogue cir

cuits, resulting in the £9,998 Ref 2 Mkll. 

Absolute Sounds� 020 8971 3909 



MERIDIAN LINES UP DVD 
NEW "AUDIOPHILE STANDARD" DVD-VIDEO PLAYER 

Those hankering for a taste of Meridian's benchmark 800 Reference DVD player may 

wish to investigate a more 'affordable' model set to emerge from the same marque. 

The 596 is equipped to play DVD-Video discs, CDs, Video CDs and even CD-R discs 

containing MP3-encoded tracks, and uses drive technology originally developed for 

the 800 Series. 

A key feature is its modular internal construction, allowing the user to upgrade 

functions like audio/video output or disc playback as technologies arise. Presumably 

that will include a level of DVD-Audio playback, given Meridian's extensive involve

ment with the format. Both audio and video sections use dedicated master clocks, 

with Meridian's own jiner-minimising technology applied for a clearer, more accurate 

performance. Top-drawer stereo sound is also promised, thanks to 192kHz/24-bit 

capable DACs and a direct -coupled "audiophile standard" output section. A coaxial 

digital audio output is provided, one of the few so far delivering data at up to 

96kHz/24-bit precision, along with stereo analogue outs and a trio of video options 

-composite, component and S-Video. Price is £2,350. 

Meridian m 01480 52144 

BRISTOL'S EXPOSED 
GET READY FOR SOUND & VISION 2001 

The Phillps eXpanium, which 

plays COs and MP3 tracks. 
----

MPx3 

NEWS 

PHILIPS UNLEASH THREE NEW MP3 PRODUCTS 

Phi lips has fired its latest salvo in the 

battle of MP3 with a trio of new prod

ucts. On the solid state front there's the 

second generation Rush SA 126, a £270 

personal with a 64MB SmartMedia card 

in place of the original's 32MB memory. 

More unusual is the eXpanium, a CD 

personal that plays MP3 tracks burnt 

onto CD-R via a PC CD writer, along 

with conventional discs. Though not the 

first of its kind, as Philips claims, it is the 

smartest model we've seen so far and 

sports Philips' 100 second Magic ESP 

buffer memory to prevent skips on the 

move. An in-car adapter is also supplied, 

IN BRIEF 

Stands Unique Klarity 

so you can plug it through your car's 

tape deck, and it costs around £190. 

Those who want to hear MP3 tracks 

from the comfort of their armchair 

might prefer Philips' third product- the 

MSS mini system. This packs in a three

disc CD autochanger with MP3 play

back, twin cassette and radio, and is 

quoted at kicking out SO Wans per 

channel. Price is expected to be £260. 

Tune in next month for our verdict on 

these models as we take you through 

the honest happenings in the burgeon

ing world of MP3 and Internet audio. 

Philips UK m 020 8689 2166 

Exposure's imminent 2010 CD player is one of 

many new products destined for launch at this 

year's Bristol hi-li show.lt's a c£500 model 

with a Crystal one-bit DAC, proprietary ana

logue stage and a typically hefty power supply. 

Sound & Vision Bristol 2001 takes place 

from the 23rd to the 25th of February at The 

Marrion Hotel, Castle Street. Tickets cost £6 for 

adults and £3 for students, with accompanied 

under 16s admitted free. Multichannel sound 

and new music formats will be a key focus of 

the show, offering a first glimpse of products 

like Arcam's high-end FMJ DV27 DVD player 

and the latest version ofTAG Mclaren's AV32R 

processor, complete with Dolby's new music

oriented Pro-Logic 11. 

STANDS UNIQUE has added 
several new products to its 
range of supports and speakers. 
Included is a new, larger cen
tre/main speaker, the Klarity, 
designed to easily incorporate 
into the firm's own furniture 
(pictured). There's also a new 
range of supports called 
Gemini. 

JVC has launched the first per
sonal Mini Disc recorder to fea
ture a Long Play facility, like that 
sported by VCRs, allowing disc 
length to be stretched by up to 
four times. That means up to 
320 minutes of music on a sin
gle disc. The XM-R700 is avail
able now. 
lil 0870 330 5000 

DIGITAL ONE has relaunched its 
UK Digital Radio website. Now 
faster and easier to navigate, 
the site is packed with into and 
also has special offers on hard
ware. There's also a postcode 
checker to tell you if digital 
radio is available in your area. 
WEBSITE: 
www.ukdigitalradio.com 

Tickets m 0 117 929 4281 

Website: www.bristolshow.co.uk 

Exposure's new 2010 CD player. 

lil01933 412227 

WADIA'S period of stasis is over, 
thanks to a buy-out headed by 
the company's CEO. The US 
high-end digital audio specialist 
has now restarted production 
and the long-awaited W831 CD 
player should be available 
soon. See US news for more. 
m 01992 573030 

A MORI youth survey commis
sioned by MP3 specialist 
Creative Labs says a third of 
those surveyed between 15 and 
24 believe they will stop buying 
COs within five years. Also, 33 

IN BRIEF Cctmf\AJES (J-1 P .19 
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NEWS 

SOUNDS SUSPENDED 
MORE RADICAL SPEAKER DESIGN FROM THE LAND OF SCOOTERS AND PORN STAR POLITICIANS 

We're not quite sure what they're getting at with the lady in lace, but the speakers sure do look " •.• just sexy!" 

Oddball speakers that hang from the ceiling appear all the 

rage in Italy these days. Hot on the heels of NAC (featured 

last month) come Syn Factory and its U-vola design, an ellip

soid speaker made from a mineral aggregate mix. it incorpo

rates a 1 OOmm mid/bass driver and a concentric 26mm 

tweeter and hangs suspended by a steel wire. 

Its style has won its maker several design awards in 

Europe and the US, along with inclusion in The International 

IN BRIEF CONTINUED 
per cent of Internet users 
can envisage storing all their 
music on a pocket size 
portable device within the 
same time frame. 

PSB's new Image ST speaker. 

PSB has unveiled its new 
Image 5T tower speaker, a 
floorstander featuring a 
25mm aluminium tweeter 
and a pair of 165mm 
mid/bass drivers. The result 
is apparently "great defini
tion with amazingly potent 
low frequency response". 
Price is £630 for a pair. 
m 01908 319360 

NXT'S SurfaceSound flat
panel speaker technology 
has made it into General 
Motors' new Buick concept 
car. The car houses five 
unobtrusive NXT panels, 
effectively making the dash
board one large speaker. GM 
joins fellow car giant 
DaimlerChrysler in adopting 
the technology. 
m 020 7343 5050 

Design Yearbook 2000, but apparently its form has sonic 

benefits too. Its shape helps reduce unwanted reflections, 

while the suspension system and cabinet material minimise 

resonance. Three finishes are available as standard: alu

minium, white or watermelon, which looks as delicious as it 

sounds. Other colours are available on request. 

Website: www.synfadory.com 

E-mail: info@synfadory.com 

DVD-AUDIO software 
update: Warner's initial batch 
of seven multichannel DVD-A 
titles have finally hit the 
streets, a little later than the 
7 November release date 
originally mooted. Other 
titles apparently now avail
able include Aaron Neville's 
Devotion and a rendition of 
Handel's Messiah by the 
London Symphony Orchestra. 
We still await news of official 
UK release dates .. 

SACD software update: Mike 
Oldfield's Tubular Bells is out 
on SACD on 5 February. it's a 
triple-layer disc featuring a 
four-channel mix, the first of 
its kind, along with two
channel SACD and regular 
CD. More details next 
month. 

CLEARLIGHT AUDIO has 
brought a new equipment 
support to the UK. The 
German company says its 
Aspekt rack uses a propri
etry resin-based compound 
called RDC, which contains 
lead, rubber and numerous 
other materials and permits 
extremely low levels of col
oration. Price for a black 
four-shelf rack is £500, or 
£550 in cherry. 
m 0870 2412469 

ROGERS HI·FI, the store, has 
moved to a new site in 
Godalming, Surrey. You'll 
now find it at 18-20 Church 
Street, apparently complete 
with an inglenook fireplace 
and coffee on tap. What's 
the world coming to? 
m 01483 425252 

PROACTIVE PAIR 
NEW PROAC OFFERINGS FOR 
MUSIC AND MOVIES 

ProAc has launched an active subwoofer 

called the Response ER One. it shares a 

larger, 250mm version of the carbon fibre 

composite-coned driver found in ProAc's 

Response and Future ranges, together with 

a built-in 200Watt amp. it costs £999 and 

comes in a choice of real wood veneers. 

Also new in ProAc's Response range is 

the CC Two, a centre channel speaker priced 

at £999. A pair of 165mm polypropylene 

mid/bass units and a 25mm soh dome 

AGE OF AQUARIUS 
NEW DUTCH DELIVERY OF 
LIMITED EDITION SPEAKERS 

A strictly limited edition high-end loud

speaker has made its way to the UK from 

Dutch company Vaessen Audiodesign. The 

tear-drop shaped Aquarius weighs in at 

£9,995 and is limited to just 100 units. Its 

fibreglass enclosure houses a 300mm com

posite-coned bass driver, together with two 

titanium units- a SOcm midrange driver 

and 25mm tweeter. it sits on a mighty 

bonded plinth, which contains the 

crossover circuitry and two bass 

ports. Sensitivity is a claimed 

92dB, with impedance of 

seven ohms. They're avail

able exclusively in the UK at 

central London's Walrus 

Systems shop. 

Walrus Systems 

a 020 7724 7224 

Vaessen Audiodesign 

Aquarius speaker. 
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The Sonority tonearm uses a redwood space
frame beam with phenolic head shell and a cast 
brass base incorporating twin damping troughs. 

Philips had several multichannel SACD-lOOOs 
($2,000} in the better equipped dem rooms and 
says that samples will be here in the Spring. 

JVC was getting in on the SACD act: this model 
sat alongside units from Accuphase and Luxman, 
whose DU-10 also plays DVD-A. 



The Edgarhorn Vintage Titan horn system uses 
recycled JBL drivers with alnico magnets and 
needs more space than most wardrobes. 

Sony and Philips put on a serious SACD surround 
dem using Nautilus 801s and Pass Labs amps. 
DAC and multichannel preamp by Ed Meitner. 

CES 2001 SHOW REPORT 

"THE AMOUNT OF HIGH END BRANDS USING 
SACD PLAYERS AT CES SUGGESTS THAT THE 
FORMAT HAS A VERY HEALTHY FUTURE." 

Linn showed a prototype of its Komri 10.25 
floorstander with serve controlled active bass 
courtesy of Klimax style amps. Price will be high! 

Martin-Logan has followed the Prodigy with the 
Odyssey, which is 40 per cent less expensive but 
features many of the elements of its sibling. 

As featured in News USA this month, main pie is 
the EgglestonWorks Savoy and inset is the Nova 
Applause S active design from Threshold. 
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dvd player DVD32R 
Europe's llrst OVO player which exceeds the high 
THX� Ultra standards for PAL and NTSC and 
allows reference standard replay of CDs. 

High-mass Transport for Low Jitter 
The DVD32R uses a top loading transport, allowing 
its drive motor and scrvo electronics to be mounted 
to a heavy, mass loaded sub-chassis. The result is 
improved data integrity and reduced jiucr. 

Precise Clock for best Sound and Video 
The low phase noise single frequency master 
oscillator ensures that all video and audio clocks arc 
synchronous, with clock signals being transferred 
using independently buffered and precisely 
te1·minated traces. 

Field-leading MPEG Decoder 
TAG Mclarcn worked closely with National 
Semiconductor's field-leading subsidiary 
Mediamatics, in finding the best MPEG decoder. 
Afte•· long evaluation Pantera-DVDTM, the first IC 
to integrate all back-end functions of a DVD player 
onto a single chip, was selected. 

Test-Patterns 
In-built test-patterns and test signal ci•·cuitry assist 
in calibrating the tv for best picture quality. 

TAGtronic Link T'L for Minimal Jitter 
T2L allows the DVD32R to lock its data output to 
the low noise, ultra low jittcr DAC reference clock 
in the AV32R. 

Multiple Power Supplies 
Separate power supplies reduce interference 

between the processing stages, 
right down to having separate 

windings on the large 
toroidal transformer. 

av processor AV 31 R 

LUCASFILM 

IHX 

AV32R 'THX Surround EX Plus' 
The AV32R can now be upgraded from its standard 
5. 1 channels to the new 'THX Surround EX Plus' 
specification, with 7.1 channels. 

THX Surround EXTM 
TI-IX Surround EX™ brings a new dimension of 
depth, spacious ambience and sound localization. 
Available exclusi,•cly for TI-IX-Iiccnsed products, 
TI-IX Surround EXTM is a process that decodes a 
back sunound signal from cl1e left and right 
surround channels. 

Processing Formats 
TI-IXn-.1, Dolby Digital™, Dolby Pro LogicTM, DTS 
Digital Surround™, TMS 5. The '7. 1 '  also suppo1·ts 
TI-IX Surround EXTM, DTSTM+matrix and TMS 7. 
DTS-ES 6. I Discrete TM, DTS-Neo: 6n.1 and Dolby 
Pro Logic 11™ arc in preparation. 

Digital Radio (DAB) Upgrade 
The AV32R can soon be upgraded to the very latest 
Digital Radio (DAI1) technology. 

Automation & Action Switches 
Two rea•· panel mounted remote control connectors 
and three trigger switches allow easy system 
automation. 

Latest DSP Technology 
The AV32R features the revolutionary, field-leading 
32-bit 66 MHzAnalog Devices ADSP 2 1 065L 
SHARcn.-t Digital Signal Processor. 

96 kHz/24-bit DACs 
The AV32R is equipped to handle the finer 
resolution and more spacious sound of high data
rate reco•·dings. 

Forget printed user manuals 
Setting up your system for optimum performance, 
without reference to the installation manual, is 
extTemcly easy: Simply follow the on-screen 
instructions of the AV32R's and DVD32R 's unique 
Set-up Wizards. 

five channel amplifier I OOxS R 

five channel amplifier 1 00x5R 
The 100x5R is a remote controlled, multi-room 
capable, powerful, high-performance, five-channel 
power amplifier with an output of oUlstanding clarity 
and purity. It is the perfect partner to the AV32R and 
DVD32R, delivering the drama and excitement of 
home cinema without compromising its truly 
audiophile sound quality. 

True Monobloc Design 
Experts have long known that for the ultimate in 
spatial sound reproduction it is necessary to use 
independent 'monobloc' amplifiers as only these 
guarantee that the sound of each channel is una!Tectcd 
by the others. The IOOxSR amplifier provides five 
true 'monobloc' amplifier modules in a single chassis. 
Each powe1· amplifier module contains its own mains 
t:ran�formcr, bridge rectifier and energy storage. 

Ample Power 
The 1 OOxSR power output is 1 20 Watts into 8 ohms. 
This impressive figure is unafTected by the number 
of channels used as the IOOxSR is a true 
monobloc design. 

Fully Remote Controlled 
In addition to being able to switch the 1 OOxSR in 
and out of standby, the user (or the AV32R if the 
TAGtronic Bus is connected) can switch ofT any 
unused channels. 

Enhanced TAGtronic Bus 
Connect theTAGtr·onic Bus between DVD32R, 
AV32R and IOOxSR and these pr-ociucts form an 
information sharing system. Remote commands arc 
exchanged, display brightness and stand by status 
synchronised, and channels not required by the 
selected decoding format can eYen be automatically 
switched into standby. 

Growing with your Needs 
The 100x5R may be ordered with 2, 3, 4 or 5 
channels, with extra modules fitted as required. 

"SHARC' is a r..:gistcrc<ltradl.'muk of Analog Dnin-s. lnc 

'Dolby'. 'Pro Logic'. 'AC-l' .tn<l the douhle-D S}mhol arl.' trademarb of 
Dolby Laboratories. 

Th...- Tl-lX name and logo ar<' Cl Luc.asfilm Ltd .and .ar...- troldem.arkc:d. All 
rights reser\"e<l. Us<.'<lumlcr .aul11ori1..aUon. 

C> Luca�lllm Ltd. & TM.AII rights rc""r'cd. 'Surround EX" is .a jointly 
dc,·clop·cd tcchnolog) ofTHX and Dolh�· Laboratones, lnc., 
and a trademark of Doll>). Us..-<! under aulhon:ation. 

'DTS'. 'DTS Digital Surround" and 'DTS ES' .are tr;l(lcmarU of Digital 
Th...-<�tcr Sptcm�. lnc. 

The MPEG logo is a trademark of Royal Phi lips Ek<:troni(-... 

TAG Mclaren Audio, The Summit, Latham Road, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE29 6ZU 
freephone: 0800 783 8007 tel: 01480 415600 Fax: 01480 52159 e-mail: helpdesk@tagmclarenaudia.com 



The 
Buzz 

NEWS USA 

WES PHILLIPS HAS THE LATEST NEWS FROM AMERICA, INCLUDING THE RETURN OF TWO HIGH-END BIG NAMES 

W 
ith the Las Vegas Consumer 

Electronics Show looming as I 

write, there are rafts of new 

products being made ready for 

public scrutiny. Unfortunately, nobody's 

talking about most of them for fear of 

squandering their buzz before the show. 

But one company trying to create as 

much buzz as possible is EgglestonWorks, 

which is debuting a new Albert Von 

Schweikert-designed monitor that 

boasts a frequency response of 

16Hz-40kHz (-6dB). The Savoy, as it's 

called, employs nine drivers per side 

(four 12-inch woofers driven in a com

pound push/push pair-<:onfiguration, 

two 6-inch mid bass drivers, two 6-inch 

midrange drivers, and a 11/4-inch silk 

dome tweeter) in what the company 

refers to as "a pressure release loaded 

cabinet." The design employs 24dB/ 

octave filters at 100Hz, 400Hz, and 

2kHz. Each of the 58-inch tall speakers 

weighs 4 75 pounds and the system will 

retail for $39,900. 

AUDIO VIDEO RESCUE 

In a superb piece of brinksmanship, 

Wadia Digital has been rescued from 

insolvency by Audio Video Research, Inc. 

(AVR) a new company formed in 

December 2000 that combines the 

assets of Wadia and Digital lmaging 

Corporation. Wadia will continue to 

manufacture the 861 and 831 CD play

ers and the 27ix processor, and one of its 

first new products will be an upgrade 

package for the 27ix. 

Wadia's operations, including current 

personnel, physical assets, and equip

ment, will be moved from the current 

"IN TODAY'S WORLD OF INSTANTANEOUS MP3 

DISSEMINATION OF NICHE MUSIC, IT'S HARD 

TO IMAGINE THE MUSICAL WORLD OF 1965." 

location in River Falls, Wisconsin to a 

state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in 

Ann Arbor, Michigan. As well as disc 

players, digital/analog converters, and 

digital signal processors, AVRfWadia 

will produce surround-sound processors 

and digital amplifiers. 

BACK FROM THE THRESHOLD 

Another familiar name in the high end 

is also back. After three-years, the 

Threshold marque has returned, but a 

name for its parent company has not yet 

been announced. The new company will 

focus on professional equipment with 

audiophile appeal, said Chris English, 

Threshold's former national sales man

ager and a principal in the new venture. 

Last winter, English oversaw the setting

up of a service centre that repairs and 

maintains Threshold components, a 

move that rescued consumers left in the 

lurch by the company's 1997 dissolu

tion. His efforts to revive the company 

have paid off, and its first offerings will 

include a joint project with Nova Audio, 

the Applause S speaker. This $15,000 

design is a self-powered monitor featur

ing twin 7-inch carbon fiber mid range/ 

woofers and a 1-inch dome tweeter. The 

Threshold contribution is a "backpack," 

a power amplifier based on the com

pany's respected T200, which features a 

massive toroidal power transformer, 

100,0001-iF of filter capacitance, and 

hand-selected bipolar output devices. 

TERESA STERNE 

10 December 2000 brought the sad news 

that Teres a Sterne, the pioneering direc

tor ofNonesuch Records from 1965 to 

1979, had died at the age of 73. During 

her tenure at Nonesuch, she trans

formed a tiny label into one of the most 

exciting companies in the business. 

Ms. Sterne championed genres neg

lected by the major American labels, 

ranging from contemporary American 

composers to early, renaissance, and. 

baroque music. She was an astute judge 

of talent and was courageous in her 

advocacy of unknown performers. She 

also created a tremendously popular 

and influential separate label within 

the Nonesuch umbrella for recordings 

of music from the world's indigenous 

cultures, the Nonesuch Explorer Series. 

In today's world of instantaneous MP3 

dissemination of niche music, it's hard 

to imagine the musical worlcl of 1965-

it was a place where there was little to 

choose from outside the standard 

repertory. Many of us discovered 

broader musical horizons through the 

work ofTeresa Sterne. She might truly 

be said to be the mother of us all. 

Wes Phillips is our US news correspondent- Like 
Thatcher and Reagan, we have a special relationship. 
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THE JOY OF VALVES 
CAVIAR, VINYL AND VALVES- THE THREE INGREDIENTS OF THE GOOD LIFE. AT LEAST, 
THEY ARE ACCORDING TO AUDIO NOTE'S HEDONISTIC HEAD HONCHO ... 

"PETER QVORTRUP 
HAS PROBABLY DONE 
MORE THAN AN YONE 
ELSE TO E VANGELISE 

THE JOY OF VALVES AND 
THE IDEA THAT MODERN 

LIFE IS RUBBISH." 

W 
e're sitting in a pleasant little Polish 

restaurant in Hove, sipping ice cold 

vodka and feeling comfortably 

Bohen1ian. Two of us- Peter 

Qvortrup and I -look the part with our luxuriant 

beards, slightly dishevelled hair and air of casual 

insouciance. Keith Haddock, who looks like a 

cherubic adolescent Viking in a suit, integrates 

less seamlessly, but his presence is vital. 

The alignments and sympathies here are not 

what they seem. Let me explain. Qvortrup and 

Haddock are the ones who are close. The Viking 

lookalike (actually born in Bournemouth) is a 

cannily wholesome, boy-next-door PR conduit for 

the intimidatingly incandescent intellect of the 

bespectacled Dane who heads up that most spe

cialised and esoteric ofBrit-fi outfits, Audio Note 

UK. Qvortrup has probably done more to evange

lise The joy of Valves and the idea that Modern 

Life Is Rubbish than anyone else in hi-fi. 

Keith knows how dangerous it would be to 

unleash PQ on me without a safety net provided 

by his own good self. One, I can look as ifl've 

slipped into a catatonic trance if a boff embarks 

on a technical f light of fancy/doctrinal exposi

tion. And whatever else he may be, Qvortrup is 

certainly a boff with a doctrine. Two, it would 

only take a nudge in the wrong direction to make 

me say my personal take on hi-fi is that valves are 

rubbish and modern life is brilliant (especially 

CDs). Three, I've never heard a piece of AN kit that 

lived up to its price tag. And four, I simply don't 

understand individual hi-fi components that cost 

in excess of£100,000, and there are a few of those 

in the staggeringly complicated AN catalogue.ln 

a nutshell, I don't 'get' Audio Note. For all that, 

Keith firmly believes that ifl meet the man, see 

the factory and listen to his own system, all will 

become clear. 

I'm having my doubts, but then Qvortrup hits 

me with this story. He once ate so much caviar in 

an afternoon he was ill for the next three days. A 

little background. PQ is something of a TV cult 

hero in Russian and well connected. Getting hold 

of ga-ga-grade caviar isn't a problem. He received 

David Vivian talks to the movers and shakers in the 
hi-fi industry about the subject that's close to our hearts. 
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this generous consignment and couldn't resist 

having a quick taste- a couple of ecstatic hours 

later. it was all gone. I immediately warmed to 

the guy's style. The convoluted, chequered his

tory of Audio Note and the Valhalla that is valve 

technology suddenly didn't matter; I knew where 

he was coming from. Once you've identified a 

good thing, it's damn near impossible to ration 

yourself. The notion informs much what PQ does. 

This man has 35,000 LPs- some extremely rare 

and worth a mint- and a stockpile of tubes of all 

types and sizes that has to be seen to be believed. 

He doesn't hold back. Witness his collection of 

big old Mercs (the latest ones, he says, aren't as 

well built so his next new car will be an Audi). 

He drives fast because he wants to, and parks 

where he pleases, too. His hedonism is absolute. 

It isn't riddled with guilt, but oozing Beluga and 

parking tickets. 

Nothing wrong with that. All he has to do is 

convince me. The best bit of hi-fi doggerel I ever 

heard was uttered by Peter (Quad) Walker's son, 

Ross: "Any fool can build a decent amplifier for 

£3,000, the trick is to do it for £300". These days, 

Audio Note can actually do you an entire system 

that's about £397,000 cheaper than its most 

expensive- the £3,000 Deluxe Zero CD-DAC/pre

monoblock combo Tim Bowern reviewed 

favourably in HFC 211. Keith brought one round 

for me to listen to before the meeting with 

Qvortrup. For whatever reason, it doesn't work its 

magic in my listening room, sounding soft and 

undynamic. Which is frustrating because, apart 

from the coffin-like speakers, it looks beautiful. 

I'm beginning to wonder if it's just me. Maybe I'll 

take PQ up on his offer to set up the system next 

time he's passing through Maidstone. 

It has to be said, though, that Qvortrup is as far 

removed from the position of a tweakmeisterfset

up guru as it is possible to be. His views on music 

reproduction are actually very straightforward 

and pragmatic. A good hi-fi system, he says, 

allows the real character of individual recordings 

to shine through- the contrasts, the playing, the 

emotion- without any impression of overt detail. 



Peter Qvortrup, head of 
Audio Note. Don't let 
the understated suit 
fool you -this man is a 
hedonistic whirl of 
caviar-guzzling, valve
loving craziness. 

That sense of"detail", he contends, is nearly 

always added by the hardware itself-especially 

as far as digital sources are concerned. And it's 

getting worse, with the result that far from 

achieving higher fidelity, new technology- as 

espoused and developed by the electronics giants 

-is actually homogenising what we hear, sap

ping the message out of the music. 

Qvortrup isn't alone, of course, in believing 

that analogue is superior to digital but fewer go 

along with his assertion that it's incomparably 

better. It's not about frequency response, he 

states, but energy levels and dynamics. Top-flight 

analogue recreates a sense of instrument pres

sure in the room you simply don't get with digi

tal, no matter how far you turn it up. 

It helps that we've repaired, via an impressively 

swift trip in a Mere V.dass, to PQs LP-lined, valve

heated living room. He doesn't have to explain 

his point at length, he simply demonstrates it. I 

INTERVIEW 

wouldn't say Qvortrup's six-figure system, with a 

Voyd turntable and fabulously expensive Audio 

Note cartridge doing its bidding, is the best I've 

ever heard, but it is the fastest, most palpable and 

dynamic which, ifl'm honest, is probably the 

same thing. 

Much as he might like to, Qvortrup can't un

invent CD. So instead he has radically re-thought 

DAC design to exclude as many of the filtering 

regimes as possible. This, he says, gives the music 

its best chance to survive intact. The filter less 

Audio Note DAC 5 Signature, which costs the best 

part of £20k, has forced some reviewers to com

pletely re-€valuate their stance on CD's ultimate 

sonic worth. Yet, next to the Voyd/AN combo, it 

sounds comparatively flat and lifeless. 

No hope for SACD or DVD-A, then? Peter says 

nothing but gives me one of his "don't make me 

laugh" looks. Actually, he laughs quite a lot. If 

you were Peter Qvortrup, so would you. 
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into the• support, isolation and 'tuning' of this 

floating transport. though the sort wan· J<H· its 

'adaptive drawer mechanism' needs a little more 

fine tuning. Analogous to the way that fancy 

automatic transmission systems 'learn· the foot

work of t lw driver before applying the nen·ssary 

compensation, TAG's adaptive mechanism is 

supposed to correct f(Jr changes in ambient tem

perature, lc1r example, to ensure the• drawer 

opens and closes with perfl•ct consistency. Only 

ours didn't. but no doubt this niggle· will be 

sorted out in final production. 

The transport lc•atun·s a dual-wawlength. sin

gle laser optical assembly fi·om Takaya in .Japan 

and is compatible with DVD. CD. CD-R and most 

CD-RW software. though its track access is not as 

swift as I've seen with the latest DVD mecha

nisms. Nevertheless. as the DVDJ2R comes with 

both its own dedicated remote and a second. 

fi.tlly fi.mctional learning remote. the plaver is 

not lcnmd wanting f(Jr fl·atures and t;JCilities. 

Various repeat. random and program play 

modes are ofkre·d togl'ther with multi-spee•cl 

search and go-to (title) modes. access to tlw disc 

software menu or the• player's set-up me•mt. plus 

audio mode, subtitle and picture angle options. 

Flexibility is enhanced by the TAGtronic bus 

that passes commands between the DVDJ2R and 

AVJ2R. The internal video test pattern generator 

is a real bonus and the perfect tool for optimis

ing the brightness, contrast, colour balance (tint 

on NTSC:), sharpm•ss, geometry and convergence 

ofvourT V system. Ironically, this fitcility was 

rather f(Jrced on Mcl.aren IX'cause· its MPEG 

video decoder re·jects sub-black vide·o signals 

(including Pl.UGE) from DVD test discs. And the 

ability to out put a Pl.IJGE vid(•o signal to set the 

TV contrast and brightness is one feature dear to 

THX's heart. 

Talking of which, the heart of t he playe•r is a 

Pantera-DVD decoder chip sourced fi·om 

Mediamatics (a subsidiary of National 

Semiconductor). This one LSI combines MPEG 

TAG McLAREN OVD32R DVD PLAYER HIGH PERFORMANCE 

video decoding, I O-bit vicle•o Di\C:s and 1\TSQPAL 

e•ncoders with integral software running on a 

32-bit RlSC processor. The capabilitv to generate 

audio and MPLG vide•o clocks has lwen aban

doned. lwwe·ve•r, in t;tvour ofTAG's own. high 

purity external 27MIIz :V! aster Clock. Both audio 

and video qualitv is improved bv this simple 

expedient (see Omi.' o(Suiiity in 111-C 207). 

Similarly. TAG c!Pals with tlwjitter tvpicallv 

associated with the transfl.•r of digital data 

lll't\\'e•e·n one box and anotlwr using its 

TAGtronic' Sync !.ink. which locks the e•xtrac

tion and flow of data through the UVDJ2R to 

the Master Clock inside the· i\VJ2R. Remarkably. 

this two-box combination breaks the 200psec 

barrier tor lowjitter. with a rigure ofJJSpsec 

even outstripping the verv best single-box CD 

players. Other performance paranwters. includ

ing S/N illldB) and distortion ltypicallv 0.0006",, 

at -!OdBfs) are about as good as it's possib!P to 

get with current technologv. 

SOUND & VISION 

TAG's vicko test pattern gc•twrator prowd esse•n

tial in balancing the brightness. contrast and 

colour balarKc' of the !Sony) monitor and 

demonstrating at least the major portion of its 

potential. Component video is preferred but it's 

worth remembering that even the S-video con

nection can be improved bv hooking up to theY 

!luminance) and Pb (chrorna) connectors of till' 

component trio. All the panc·llists agreecl that 

the subtle shading of bold colours. of flesh tonc·s 

and ewn gradation or shadows in dark scenes 

was as impressive• as they'd seen with any DVD 

source. As far as MPFG video is concerned. the 

DVD32R is about as transpan•nt and svrnpa

thetic a decoder as vou'll encounter. 

The playL•r's sonic balance• is e•qually well 

judgL·cl. h1r tl1l' bass is extended without sound

ing too heavy, the midrange is light. transparent 

and communicative while its treble convevs 

bags of insi,ghtli.tl detail without sounding sharp [> 

TAG MC LAREN/S NEW DVD32R TRANSPORT S ETS OU T TO R ED EFINE T HE 

S TATE OFTHEARl BU T CAN IT DO P ICTU RES AND SOU ND EQUALLY WELL? 



The 

neighbours 

were 

quick 

to 

realise 

flat 

127 

had 

switched 

on 

their 

new 

Arc am 

Diva 

System. 

Impress your neighbours with DiVA- Digitally integrated Video & Audio, the powerful new series from Arcam, the UK's 

biggest selling amplifier and CD manufacturer. DiVA's advanced engineering lifts music dynamics to another level. 

Build up your own spectacular system from: 2 CD players, 3 amplifiers, 2 power amplifiers, 

AM/FM tuner, DVD player, AV receiver. Best ask for a demonstration before you try it at home. ARCAM 
ARCAM Pembroke Avenue Cambridge CB5 9PB England. Tel: + 44 (0)1223 203203 www.arcam.co.uk DiVA 

IVICCEL.. IC 

probably the world's most sought after turntable .... 

Details and reviews on request from: 

SME LIMITED • STEYNING • SUSSEX • BN44 3GY • ENGLAND • 'H'+44 (0)1903 814321 • E8j+44 (Oj1903 814269 
www.sme.ltd.uk • e-mail - sales@sme-ltd.demon.co.uk 





HI·FICHOICEEDITDRS CHOICI] IT'S NOT CALL ED SUPER AUDIO FOR NOTHING

AND SONY'S NEW SCD-555ES SHOWS EXA CTLY WHY. 
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ers are provided here•. including its bmous VC: or 

Variable• C:ol'lricie•nt digital filter. Set in its stan

dard position. the filte•r prm·idt•s a sharp cut-oil 

of all digitallv derived 'rubbish' a bow the 

audioband. much like anv standard CD plawr. 

Filtt•r seuings 1-4. hmvt•vt·r. orter a varietv of gt•n

tler roll"'Jllcharacteristics that traclt• an increase 

in out"'Jt:band distortions !(Jr a reduction in the 

'ringing' effect that can result in a smeared 

sound quality. RdC:.·r back to 111-C 203 (Ousis o( 

Sullilr)!(Jr the li.tll picture' 

Because the DSD (Direct Stream Digital) emit> 

used lw SAC:]) discs is sampll'cl at a huge 2.8MHz. 

64 time•s higher than CD. it clm•s't require a digi-

tal filtt•r. so tlw VC: lc•ature is intt•ncled !(Jr C:D 

onlv. Similarlv. tlw plawr's digital output is com

patibll' with CJ) media onlv. All ot her widgt•ts. 

likt• t lw dial-up 1 rack sekction. program and 

repeat pbv modt•s work f(,r both CD and SAC: D. 

Pt•rf(mnatKe'. meanwhile. is de•tt•rmined lt·ss bv 

widgt•ts and nwn• bv till' digital and analogue 

elt·ctronics which. perhaps unsurprisinglv. are 

based on the SC:D-777ES.llnce again. one or 

Sonv·s proprietarv current-pulse DAC:s handles 

both the C:D and SACD bitstream.hlllowed bv 

what is esst•ntiallv a passive analogut• filter stage 

bast•d around a GIC: tGerwrallmpeclancc 

Coll\'L'rtt•r). Ne•ve•rthl'less. a revist•cl circuit archi-









IS BEAUTIFUL 
THE NEW AMP FROM LEVINSON IS 

THE FIRST ONE-BOX MODEL FROM THE 

BRAND, AND WHAT A HEAVYWEIGHT IT IS. 





WORTH 
ITS WEIGHT ... 
MONITOR AUDIO UNVEILS ITS GOLD REFERENCE RANGE WITH THE GR20. 







WILSON BENESCH LAUNCHES ITS ODYSSEY WITH THE STAND-MOUNT 

DISCOVERY LOUDSPEAKER ... OR IS IT A FLOORSTANDER? 







FORUM LETTERS 
LETTER OF THE MONTH WINS A TDK GOODIE BAG 

Send us your views 

of the magazine and 

the world ofhi-fi: 

Forum: Letters 

Hi-Fi Choice 

99 Baker Street 

London W1 U 6FP 

"IF YOU WERE LESS PATRIOTIC 
IN YOUR TEST RESULTS, YOUR 

MAGAZINE WOULD BE 
QUITE GOOD" 

JOERG HISEK- TESTING TIMES 

"YOU WILL NOT BE THE FIRST 
ENTHUSIAST TO DISCOVER A 

'BUll T-IN' SURROUND EFFECT 
WITH CONVENTIONAL TWO

CHANNEL COMPACT DISCS" 
PAUL MILLER- PONDERING PRO-LOGIC 

"I DO NOT AGREE WITH YOUR 
MAGAZINE'S VIEW THAT TONE 
CONTROLS ARE UNNECESSARY" 

K. FONSEKA- TONE UP 

LETTER OF THE MONTH 

PONDERING PRO·LOGIC 

I am writing to you as a loyal sub

scriber of the best hi-fi magazine 

around. On this occasion I would like 

to ask a technical question relating to 

the theory of Pro-Logic coding/decod

ing ... perhaps this question should 

have been sent to Mr Miller? I would 

like to read an explanation of what 

kind of signal we can hear from the 

four channels of a Pro-Logic decoder 

when listening to a normal stereo pro

gram through it. 

I know that stereo programs are 

intended for stereo replay, but it is 

intriguing to replay a CD or a stereo 

radio program through Pro-Logic. You 

can hear most of the information com

ing out from the front speakers, but 

sometimes there is good music from 

the rears, rather different to that com

ing from the front speaker. What is 

TONE UP 

I have been a subscriber to your excel

lent magazine (the only magazine I 

subscribe to) for the past year. But I 

have not seen any affordable prefpower 

amp combinations reviewed in a while 

(less than £600 pounds). I have my eye 

on the Rote! RB971 Mkii power amp. 

Other than that, I do not agree with 

your magazine's view that tone con

trols are unnecessary. That may be true 

in perfect world, where all recordings 

are perfectly made. But unfortunately 

some recordings are unlistenable with

out tone controls. I think that switch

able tone controls are the best, where 

the only addition to the signal path is 

that effect, and what kind of signals 

are we listening to? 

Jose L. Tagarro, Madrid 

The Technical Editor replies ... You will not be 

the first enthusiast to discover a 'built-in' sur

round effect with conventional tw<rehannel 

COs. The explanation lies in the rather primi

tive technology, by Dolby Digital standards, 

adopted by conventional Pro-Logic decoders. 

These rely on the relative phase of the two 

channels (notionally left and right) to steer 

the sound towards the centre or rear speak

ers. Even without Pro-Logic encoding, a stan

dard CD will still exhibit differences in phase 

between instruments on either channel. Pass 

this signal through a Pro-Logic decoder and a 

vocalist,for example, in-phase on both chan

nels, will be steered towards the centre speak

ers just as out-of-phase backing instruments 

or ambient detail will be steered to the rear. 

This is unintentional, but it works! 

one switch. Keep up the good work. 

K. Fonseka, via e-mail 

The Editor replies ... We are testing prejpower 

amplifiers this month, but there aren't many 

in your price range these days. Regarding 

tone controls, they're still a no-no from a 

purist perspective, but as hi:fi and recordings 

do vary in quality a well implemented set 

may prove practical. 



TESTING TIMES 
Recently I bought your hi-fi 

magazine for the first time 

and there are some points I 

want to talk about. OVer the 

last ten years I have been 

reading Audio, one 

of the magazines in my 

country. 

First of all I must say that I 

like the style and organisa

tion of Hi-Fi Choice. You avoid 

things such as the greatest, 

the best ever, the most expen

sive etc. The advertising is 

not as disturbing as in other 

magazines and the tests you 

do are deeply involved. 

However, what came to my 

attention were the test 

results themselves. If you 

were less patriotic, your mag

azine would be quite good. In 

my opinion, British made 

separates and systems too 

often get the best results and 

therefore a 'Best Buy'. In con

trast another well known 

English magazine has quite 

different results. A good 

example was the recent test 

of the latest Technics CD 

player SL-PS7.Audio gave this 

player a very high score. 

I understand that everyone 

has a different sense for hear

ing, but those tests should 

not bring opposite results. It 

is surely the best way to go to 

the local hi-fi dealer and lis

ten to separates and if possi

ble test them at home. But 

the possibilities are limited. 

One does not have the chance 

to combine what one really 

wants and therefore the 

potential buyer relies on the 

tests done in hi-fi magazines. 

The bar graph style you use 

to illustrate the results from 

laboratory tests is a bit con

fusing. As you said, the 

higher the bar (in the posi

tive) the better. However, 

when you explain the mean

ing of the graphs you say 

that for jitter, the lower the 

figure the better. Of course 

the lower the jitter the bet

ter, but how is this related to 

the percentage represented 

by the graph? 

]oerg Hisek, via e-mail. 

JJte Editor replies ... If you really 

think we are biased toward 

British kit, you cou/dn 't have seen 

the great reviews we've given 

recently to models from Sony, 

Marantz, Rote/, Pioneer, 

Dynaudio, Cop/and, Martin

Logan, not to mention a great 

many others. You are right, how

ever.· you can only troly rely on 

your own ears and tastes in the 

pursuit of the absolute sound 

On the subject of graphs, take a 

look at our redesigned bar charts 

in our conclusions to the tests. 

These have been simplified so that 

high ratings mean a good result 

in any parameter, even when the 

parameter being measured is 

something you want less of- such 

as jitter. Graph fans will soon be 

able to find what they want when 

a comprehensive new section 

appears on our website. So don't 

forget to keep your eye on 

www.hifichoice.co.uk! 

HAPPY PUNTER 
Having been involved in the hi

fi industry a few years back I 

can understand the difficulties 

in deciding what path to take, 

and what we consider to sound 

good. Ultimately our quest is to 

bring the original recording 

venue intact into our homes 

with minimal loss. 

Manufactures interpret this 

with varying characteristics 

and achieve reasonable results, 

but none seem capable of weav

ing the magic ofTom Evans. 

Admittedly, I have not listened 

to everything on the market, 

but then again I don't need to. 

The Acoustic Precision Ei kos CD player, 
featuring the magic touch of Tom Evans. 

I have recently sent my 

Pioneer Precision stuff back to 

Tom for the Full Monty 

upgrades and what has arrived 

back is simply superb. The win

dow is opened further by hav

ing FR 1 speakers at the end of 

the chain. I can only conclude 

that this sort of resolution and 

imagery for this little outlay is 

extraordinary value. No other 

equipment can pull notes from 

behind your ears or make your 

room disappear like this. 

]ames Brown, via e-mai1 

MULTICHANNEL MISUNDERSTANDING 
I would just like to say that the new format is refreshingly clear 

and easy to read. Some editors seem to think that black type on 

a dark blue background is readable, which shows how much 

actual reading of the mag they do. 

However, there are a couple of caveats- I hope that there is 

not going to be a big emphasis on home cinema, as this is not 

my thing, and will result in a cancellation of my subscription; I 

don't mind reading about a bit of this stuff, but the mag is 

called Hi-Fi Choice isn't it, not Home Cinema Choice? There are spe

cific magazines for home cinema fans. 

I also hope that the lack of Reader's Classified ads is not a per

manent omission, as this is another favourite of mine, both for 

buying and selling, especially as it is free to subscribers. (Bring 

back the days of Hi-Pi Answers' free ads -loads of bits and pieces!) 

Don't spoil the new ship for a ha'porth of tar. 

Rod Theobald, viae-mail 

JJte Editor replies ... Your worries are unfounded on both counts. We have 

dedicated our January issue to mu/tichannel products for the past two 

years, but we remain a music:focussed magazine whether the kit is designed 

for two channels or more. Like music, the majority of what we do is finnly 

stereo-based. Reader's aassified was 'unwell' last month but is back with us 

on top form once more -see page 127. 
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Stars 

� e ee PIVIC: 
1YRYAD 01707 393002 

www.bryston.ca/pmc 
sales@promonitor.co.uk 

Ashford (Kent)· Soundcraft HiFi 01233 624441 

Aylesbury Northwood Audio 01296 428790 

Birmingham Griffin Audio 0121 622 2230 

Bournemouth Sultans HiFi 01202 555512 

Brighton The Powerplant 01273 775978 

Bristol Radfords 0117 944 1010 

Cheltenham Audio T 01242 583960 

Chelmsford Rayleigh HiFi 01245 265245 

Chester Audio Excellence 01244 345576 

Dunstable Technosound 01582 663297 

East Grlnstead Audio Designs 01342 314569 
� Edinburgh Loud & Clear 0141 221 0221 
YRYAD Glasgow Stereo Stereo 0141 248 4079 

Enfield Audio T 020 8367 3132 

Epsom Audio T 01372 748888 

Guildford PJ HiFi 0 I 483 50480 I 

Hitchin David Orlon 01462 452248 

Hull The Audio Room 01482 891375 

High Wycombe Audio T 01494 558585 

Ipswich Signals 01473 622866 

Kingston Infidelity 020 89 43 3530 

lakeside Rayleigh HiFi 01708 680551 

Leeds Image Audio 0 I 13 278 937 4 

Leicester Leicester HiFi 0116 253 9753 

London (Wl) The Cornflake Shop 020 763 I 0472 

London (NW) Audio T 020 7794 7848 

London (SE) Billy Vee 020 8318 5755 

London (SW) Auditorium 020 7384 3030 

London (SW) Oranges & Lemons 020 7924 2040 

London (SW) SMC 020 7819 1700 

London (W) Thomas Heinitz 020 7229 2077 

Margate LMD Audio 0 I 843 220092 

Newcastle Upon Tyne lintone Audid 0191 477 4167 

Milton Keynes Technosound 01908 604949 

NoHingham Nottingham HiFI 01 I 5 924 8320 

Norwich Basically Sound 0 I 508 570829 

Oxford Audio T 01865 765961 

Rayleigh Rayleigh HiFi 01268 779762 

Sheffield Moorgate Acoustics 0114 275 6048 

Southampton Audio T 023 8025 2827 

Southend Rayleigh HiFi 0 I 702 435255 

SI Albans Radlett Audio 0 I 727 855577 

Swansea Audio Excellence 0 I 792 47 4608 

Taunton Mike Manning 01823 326688 

Tun bridge Wells Audio T 0 I 892 525666 

Worthing Phase 3 01903 245577 

Worcester Seven Oaks HiFi 01905 6 I 2929 

Yeovll Mike Manning 01935 479361 



FORUM WEBPAGE 4 
CHRISTIAN HOUSE ON WHAT'S HAPPENING AT www.hifichoice.co.uk 

COMPETITION RESULTS WHEN I WERE A LAD ... 
The jury is back from sorting 

through hundreds of entries to our 

Vivanco headphone caption compe

tition. The 10 luckv winners will be 

contacted by email, and all the suc

cessful captions will be posted on 

the site. But we decided a few were 

so good that we had to give them a 

nod here. To go with the picture of 

John Cusack in tape compilation 

mode, headphones on and clipboard 

at the ready, one witty reader 

quipped "Writing Chopin Listz", while 

another in a moment of minimalist 

genius went for "da ... doum! da

doum-da-doum-da-doum-da

doum!". While the award for most 

confusing caption goes to the 

author of the line "Teacher. thinking: 

I should head for the phone if the 

Head phones, but will I hear it ring

ing through these headphones?" 
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"DA ... DOUM! 
DA-DOUM
DA-DOUM
DA-DOUM
DA-DOUM!" 

POLL NEWS 

Our latest online poll asked site visi

tors what type of music they play most 

on their hi-fi. Rock!indie fans won with 

38 per cent of 3,025 votes, narrowly 

beating the dance buffs who 

accounted for 33 per cent. The other 

trailing genres were pop/vocal (11 per 

cent), folk/jazz (1 0 per cent) and clas

sical (8 per cent). New online polls are 

posted fortnightly. 

THIS MONTH'S HOT TOPICS 
ON THE CHOICE WEB FORUM 

c 
hat in the forum has 

turned nostalgic, as 

members recall their 

various routes to becoming 

hi-fi aficionados. "Many 

moons ago, I won three grand 

on the pools and just had to 

get a hi-fi that bettered my 

mate's," declared one browser. 

Another blamed post-univer

sity flushness when they "had 

moved out of home and 

needed something other than 

my old Walkman attached to a 

couple of booster speakers." 

But the list of audio causes is 

topped by a tale of interna

tional defence. "In 1977," one 

member notes, "an An1erican 

(air force) friend (full Cold 

War, there were a lot of them 

about then in East Anglia) 

brought his hi-fi over ... and I 

have been hooked ever since." 
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WEBSITE HI-FIVE 
EACH MONTH WE'LL BE LOOKING AT THE BEST HI-FI 
WEBSITES. THIS MONTH BOB THE BUILDER. 

BOB'S MUSIC 

www.geocities.commmesSquare/1965/music_etc.html 

Extremely enthusiastic, and informative, personal site has just 

about anything you could want to know about how to build your 

own valve amp. 

LINN www.linn.co.uk 

An immensely crisp and clear site adequately details the linn cata

logue of gear.lt also provides information on linn's own record 

label and their list of classical, folk, rock and jazz titles. Nice' 

RADIO 3 www.bbc.co.uklradio3 

This fine radio station has an equally interesting and diverse web

site, with news of all your favourite programs and listings of the 

music that has been played on them. You can even join in discus

sion forums and encourage the station to play your favourites. 

MISSION www.mission.co.uk 

This well-maintained site works best as a plush, perfectly con

structed online brochure. With plenty of rave reviews indexed, 

awards noted and distributors listed, this is a site that answers the 

hows and whys of your hi-fi buying questions . 

ECOUSTICS www.ecoustics.com 

An independent and thoroughly researched resource for all things 

hi-fi. Whether you want to discuss the latest product releases, get 

industry news or find links to further hi-fi facts, this is an all-round 

winner. 
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FORUM HELP 
IS IT ALL GETIING TOO MUCH FOR YOU? JOIN HI-FI PSYCHIATRIST 
TIM BOWERN ON HIS COUCH, AND LET HIM GUIDE YOU ... 

Write to us with 

your hi-fi queries: 

Forum: Help 

Hi-Fi Choice 

99 Baker Street 

London Wl U 6FP 

Or e-mail: 

tim.bowern@futurenet.co.uk 

AMPLIFIER 

MERCURY RISING 
Which low-cost amplifier 

would you recommend for a 

pair ofTannoy Mercury M3 

speakers? 

Guzmics, via email 

The original Tannoy M3 

TURNTABLE 

DECK DILEMMA 

speakers need a lively and 

effusive type of amplifier to 

really get them moving. You 

need to pick out a few candi

dates for careful auditioning 

before you make the pur

chase. One top option is 

Any advice on turntables, around 200 quid? 

Marc Con nor, via email 

Seeing as you asked so nicely ... The prime recommendation at 

that price is the evergreen Rega Planar 2, recently upgraded 

to a new spec for the first time in years. It's now priced at 

£198, including Rega's respected RB250 tonearm, and pro

vided you don't mind its hair shirt operation you won't find a 

more consistent and involving model for the money. 

However, you'll need to decide on a cartridge to go with it

we recommend one of the budget-priced Audio Technicas or 

the Ortofon 510. 

Alternatively, NAD's 533 (below) is very similar to the old 

Planar 2 but with a Goldring Elektra cartridge thrown in for 

£22 more. You should also check out Pro-ject by way of a com

parison- the Czech brand makes some impressive budget 

decks, well worth a look. 
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Rotel's RA-971 Mkll (above), a 

budget model of exceptional 

power and clarity. Alongside 

that, why not give the 

Ken wood KAF-3030R and 

Sony TA-FB740R a try? Good 

luck and happy hunting! 

CD PLAYER 

WAY DOWN 
I want to buy a budget CD 
player and I'm interested in 

the Marantz CD4000. What's 

your opinion? 

Gabor Kondor, Hungary 

If our group tests are any

thing to go by - and they 

most certainly are - it would 

seem Marantz has struck 

gold with its latest range of 

CD players (witness the 

CD6000 Kl review this very 

issue). The CD6000 OSE and 

plain CD6000 have also done 

well, but the budget-priced 

CD5000 didn't fair so welL 

We haven't yet checked out 

the CD4000, but judging by 

the 5000 you might like to 

consider the Sony CDP-XE330 

instead, or stretch to some

thing like the NAD C520. 



CD TRANSPORT 

DAC'S THE WAY TO DO IT 
I want to update the DAC in my Marantz CD-17 with a 

second-hand Wadia 12 DAC. Do you think the Marantz's 

transport is good enough to let the Wadi a shine, or should 

I look for a dedicated transport? 

Hessel van der Wolf, Holland 

The Wadia DAC should give you a considerable sonic 

improvement, particularly in terms of dynamics and 

detail Assuming it's in good condition and the price is 

right, there's nothing to stop you going for it now and 

perhaps upgrading to a top-notch dedicated transport 

some way down the line. That way you can wait and see 

what the new optical disc technologies have to offer 

before taking the transport plunge. 

PREIPOWER AMPLIFIERS 

UP THE CREEK 
I want to find a prejpower amp 

combo to go with a Marantz 

CD-63Il KIS CD player and 

Rogers LS3j5a speakers. My 

budget is around £600. 

Owwk, Singapore 

The majority of prejpower 

rigs in the UK cost consider

ably more than £600, but 

there are a few pretty good 

exceptions from the likes of 

Rote! and NAD. A touch fur

ther up the ladder lies 

Musical Fidelity's X-PrejX-A50 

DIGITAL RECORDER 

(pictured), though stocks 

are running low. If you can 

afford a bit more try a 

Creek combo like the excel

lent P43R/A52SE. 

FORMAT MATTERS 
I'm keen to buy a digital recorder and I'm trying to decide 

between MiniDisc and CD-RW. I read your last group test (HFC 

205) but need a few points clarifYing. First, does CD-RW have 

the same editing facilities as MiniDisc? Second, which of the 

seven CD recorders in your review are CD-R and which CD-RW? 

Third, can a CD-RW disc be played on an ordinary CD player? 

W H.]ackson, Norwich 

1. Aside from portability, MiniDisc's great advantage is its 

highly flexible editing facilities. You can't chop and change 

things in the same way with recordable CD; you can only 

record once on CD-R discs and CD-RW blanks are expensive. 

2. All CD recorders now produced for domestic markets are 

compatible with re-writeable CD-RW discs as well as CD-R. 

That includes all the models in the review to which you refer. 

3. Most CD players will play CD-R discs, but few will play CD

RW. However, the number of new models that are compatible 

is increasing. 

SPEAKERS 

LOUDNESS FOR LESS 
I've got around £600 or £700 

to spend on a hi-fi system. I've 

already decided to base it on 

NAD components- either the 

C520 or C540 CD player and 

the C340 amp. I want to 

choose the speakers from a 

shortlist of three: the Monitor 

Audio Bronze 2, Tannoy rnX2 

and KEF Q15.2. My musical 

tastes vary from classical and 

opera to jazz and vocal. 

]ames Qjn, Malaysia 

All the speakers you mention 

are I me low-cost designs, 

among the best on the mar

ket at £200 and below- they 

all deserve an audition. 

However, we can provide a 

little more guidance to help 

you on your way ... The KEF 

(right) is the most costly of 

the bunch and perhaps the 

best if you need a speaker for 

a confined space and dose to 

CD PlAYER 

CDEFINITELY 

the wall positioning. Its 

balance is entertaining and 

it has a good mid-band, 

which would suit your 

musical tastes. The Tannoy 

is £50 less and also gives a 

good mid-band perform

ance, though if you've got 

the extra fifty quid we 

would be tempted to go for 

the KEF with your NAD 

gear. However, you may 

find the Monitor Audio to 

be the pick of the bunch -

its balance of virtues is 

really quite spedal. 

My system consists of a Primare A20 amp and B&W CDM lNT 

speakers with Townshend Isolda speaker cable, coupled to a 

Marantz CD-67Mk!I CD player. I know the CD player is the weak 

link and I want to replace it. The obvious thing would be to buy 

the Primare D20, but I'm also considering the NAD SSOO, Musical 

Fidelity A3 or perhaps a Meridian. Or should I think about DVD? 

Simon Conroy, via email 

If music is your lrrst love you won't regret spending the money 

on a dedicated CD player. The Primare provides a good visual 

match and is a solid performer, but the NAD would give you 

more weight and the Musical Fidelity greater clarity. Meridian 

has a new player on the way, which may be of interest, and there 

are several models reviewed this issue that you should audition: 

Arcam's supremely subtle CD92, or the engaging Nairn CD5. 

SYSTEM 

RUNAWA Y BRIDE 
My wife and I recently split up 

and she ran off with our mini 

system. I'm a single parent and 

money is scarce- can you recom

mend a separates system to 

replace it consisting of CD player, 

turntable. amp and speakers? 

Barry Bate, Lancashire 

A safe bet would be to couple 

budget components from the 

likes ofNAD or Denon with a 

good pair of low-cost speakers -

Tannoy's mX2 (right) or 

Mission's M71. Or visit a dis

count hi-fi store like Richer 

Sounds and see what package 

deals they can come up with. 

"MY WIFE HAS RUN OFF 

WITH OUR MINI SYSTEM. 

CAN YOU RECOMMEND A 

SYSTEM TO REPLACE IT?" 
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OPINION 

Fannying about by gaslight 
FIRST IT WAS VINYL. THEN IT WAS CD. NOW IT'S DVD-AUDIO AND SACD. 

WILL THIS SEARCH FOR PERFECTION NEVER END? 

"HI-FI IN THE 1950s 

WAS ALREADY THOUGHT 

TO BE CLOSE TO 

THE ABSOLUTE. WITH 

LITTLE IMPROVEMENT 

POSSIBLE, PEOPLE FELT 

THERE WOULD SOON BE 

NOTHING MORE TO 

SAY ABOUT IT" 

''A 
ll else is gaslight!"- conductor 

Herbert von Karajan's oft-<Juoted 

remark on hearing digitally 

recorded sound for the first time 

in 1979. It was an unfortunately hasty assess

ment: only when the dust settles will the 

truth emerge. Hindsight is an exact science. 

Perfection has often been claimed for 

sound reproduction. When Miles Henslow 

launched Hi-Fi News in the 1950s, it was con

sidered a risky venture. Why? Unbelievably, 

because hi-fi at that time was already 

thought to be very close to the absolute. 

With little if any further improvement pos

sible, people felt there'd soon be nothing 

more to say or write about. 

It's easy to look back and scoff at such 

naivety. Although there have been many 

advances in sound reproduction over the 

years, it's tempting to retrospectively dis

miss earlier stages on the road to perfection 

as overrated. It was only people's low expec

tations at the time that made them think it 

was good; in reality, it was terrible. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF HI-FI 

Which begs the question- when precisely 

did quality sound reproduction finally 

come of age?Was it, as Karajan implied, 

when digital recording arrived? Or did the 

introduction of stereophonic sound in the 

late 1950s mark the turning point? Maybe 

the invention of the vinyl LP in 1948 was the 

true watershed. Or perhaps it was the use of 

magnetic tape to make recordings from the 

1940s onwards? 

The change from acoustical to electrical 

recording in the 1930s was regarded as a 

massive breakthrough. Yet even then there 

were dissenting voices who felt that a cer

tain ease and natural mellow warmth had 

been sacrificed for increased brilliance and 

detail. Sound familiar? 

Actually, the real answer may well lie not 

so much in technological advances, but in 

something less tangible. SatisfYing recre

ation of music occurs when all the various 

aspects of sound reproduction are brought 

into balance so that everything pulls 

together. When this happens, the results are 

greater than the sum of the parts: su·engths are 

highlighted, weaknesses minimised. 

SOUND STAGE 

A great actor functions by getting the audience 

to suspend their disbelief. In doing so, the actor 

goes beyond portrayal and actually 'becomes' 

the person they're playing. Likewise, a hi-fi sys

tem needs to 'become' the music it's attempting 

to recreate. It can only do so if it's compatible 

with its source material. By hi-fi standards, old 

shellac 78s have severe limitations. But, when 

replayed on a vintage horn gramophone that's 

sympathetic to all its positive aspects, it can pro

duce thrilling, convincing sound. 

The alternative is to think in technicalities, 

defining various parameters that need to be 

met for true high-fidelity sound to be achieved. 

The flaw with this approach is that a system can 

be good at all the technical things- wide band

width, zero distortion, huge dynamic range,low 

coloration- but still fail to convince musically. 

Today's CD buyer is faced with a vast choice of 

recorded material of widely different vintages. 

Sound quality can vary enormously, depending 

on how the original recording was made. 

Perfection has many facets. Is a good mono jazz 

recording from the 1950s really any less perfect 

in terms of musical communication than some

thing more recent? Stereo eclipsed mono when 

it came out, much as colour photography 

eclipsed black and white. To the partisans of the 

time there seemed no comparison. But that isn't 

how it appears to us now- today, the validity of 

monochrome images is unquestioned. 

No doubt, in the coming months, we're going 

to be bombarded with claim and counterclaim 

regarding the new DVD-Audio and Super Audio 

CD formats. And doubtless some will feel that 

one (or both) blows everything else away- the 

Audio Messiah cometh at last! They may well be 

right. But for myself, I'll still be enjoying music 

recorded over a vast span of time in a variety of 

different ways, taken from a diverse range of 

sources. Even, dare I say it, some ofKarajan's old 

'gaslight era' recordings! 

Jimmy Hughes is the king of hi-fi tweaks, 

and knows the perfect sound when he hears it. 
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CD PAYERS SUPER TEST 

COMPACT DISC 

ALVIN GOLD AND PAUL MILLER PUT A CROP 
OF HIGH-END CD PLAYERS THROUGH THEIR PACES 

T 
his month's Bench Test is of a serious group of 

CD players, most of which cost close to £1,000. 

Bear in mind that you can buy a CD player with 

similar features for as little as one tenth as 

--- much, or pay little more for a DVD-Video player 

that will play COs in its spare time. It follows that 

anyone interested in buying a CD player that costs the 

better part of a grand (or even more) places a substan

tial premium on sound quality. 

If you listen to some cynics, you might even question 

whether you get value from such expensive hardware. 

The reality is that not only do most expensive CD play

ers sound better than cheap ones, the differences are 

all too obvious in the context of well-recorded music 

and good quality replay systems. 

These caveats are the key to appreciating what these 

players are about. If music is recorded with no regard 

to high fidelity attributes, then it really doesn't mat

ter much what you play on it, and high quality CD 

players are simply a waste of space. I've got a certain 

weakness for some ofWhitney Houston's music. She 

really can sing, and the Fender Rhodes, for example 

on Didn't We Almost Have It All? is to die for, but the 

recording (from early in her career) has a screaming 

top end that makes a nonsense of good CD players. 

Indeed trying to find a combination of hardware that 

can play such discs adequately runs the risk of biasing 

the system away from achieving good results with 

ordinary discs- but it is probably a doomed exercise 

anyway. You can't make silk purses from sow's ears. 

So, if you're as serious about music as you are about 

the high fidelity reproduction of it, then you're going 

to want to consider splashing out on one of the high

end CD players in this test. 

THE PLAYERS 
ARCAM CD72 £399.99 

ARCAM CD92 £849.90 

AUDIO NOTE COT-ZERO 

+ DAC ONE.1X £2.440.00 

CYRUS CD7 £800.00 

DENSEN B-400 £1,280.00 

EZO FOG STAGE 3 £1,170.00 

UNN GENKI £995.00 

MARANTZ CD6000 Kl £499.90 

NAIM AUDIO COS £1,120.00 

ROKSAN CASPIAN £895.00 

ROTEL RCD-991 £825.00 

OTHER EQUIPMENT USED 
Lavardin IT amp 

Densen Beat 8200/8400 pre/power amp 

Marantz PM7000 amp 

JMLab Mezzo Utopia speakers 

Mission 781 speakers 

MUSIC USED 
DURING TESTS 
James Taylor - Hourglass 

Les Arts Florissants/William 

Christie!Handel - Acis and Galatea from 

The flocks shall leave the mountains 

Diana Krall - When I look in your eyes 

Budapest Festival Orchestra/I van 

Fisher !Bartok - Oanse des garcons from 

Concerto for Orchestra 

THE LISTENING PANEL 
Rowena Pratt (Rotel] 

Alan O'Rourke (Ruark] 

Mike Martindale (Arcam] 

Russell Kauffmann (Classe] 

Colin Hinkins (Mirage and Energy] 

David Inman (Castle] 
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ARCAM CD72 
CONTACT 01223 203203 www.arcam.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND E.'IE.'IE.'IDC VALUE E.'IE.'IE.'ICD £399.90 

N 
o longer will we able to 

complain, as in the 

review of the Alpha 7SE, 

___ the CD 72's older broth

er, that 'the exterior decorations are 

well past their sell-by date'. Work was 

already underway on new, sexier 

replacements for the Alpha series, 

which have been duly launched 

under the DiVA umbrella, though the 

7SE remains available for now. 

This new CD72 uses much the 

same kit of bits as the less expensive 

Alpha 7SE internally, including a Burr 

Brown PCM1716 DAC and a Sony 

mechanism. The casework draws on 

the senior FMJ range, and is similarly 

cleanly cut and finely finished, with a 

new clock circuit to control jitter, a 

higher grade transformer, and extra 

internal damping to reduce mechani

cal resonances. The analogue stages 

have also been redesigned for lower 

distortion. 

The domed, shiny buttons of the 

initially impressive remote control 

seem purpose-designed to reflect 

light sources in the vicinity, and so 

obscure the view of control legends. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The panel described this model as 

"smooth and well rounded" with 

Diana Krall, though there were 

reservations about leading edges, 

which seemed muted at times. The 

Bartok, however, sometimes sounded 

frenzied with the player apparently 

struggling to keep up. The James 

Taylor track "lacked transparency", 

but was also "even handed", and 

compared to the Rote! reference play

er, it was deemed "less splashy". 

As with some of the other players, 

there was some variation in perform

ance with the three amplifiers. The 

Marantz PM7000 proved to be easily 

the best match, yielding the most 

consistent musical results and none 

of the nasties that afflict some at this 

price. Smoothness and consistency 

are the keywords, and any player 

with these qualities will tend to dis

appear into the woodwork in the 

long term, leaving the music to tell its 

own story. By comparison, timing and 

dynamics are relatively weak. 

CONCLUSION 

The price hike to £400 from the 

Alpha 7SE's £300 can be justified by 

the CD 72's better build and other 

improvements, but on balance we 

suggest that the premium is on the 

high side. Judged in isolation, the 

CD72 is very competent and credible 

newcomer. At the very least, it is neu

tral and tidy sounding, though one 
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wag described it as "the one in the 

grey suit". As a way of protecting 

your investment, it can even be 

upgraded to full CD92 status, which 

should be applauded. But in the con

text of this test group, and in particu

lar the impressive showing of the 

Marantz CD6000KI Signature, neither 

the panel nor I felt it was quite good 

enough to warrant formal 

Simple and classy: the new-look 

DiVA range from Arcam brings 

them into the 21st Century. 

Recommendation at the price. In its 

relative inability to handle transient 

leading edges cleanly, it seemed to us 

to lack the essential liveliness and 

vitality of the less costly Alpha 7SE on 

which it is based. 

THE LAB REPORT 

ALTHOUGH THIS LOOKS LIKE 

a new player, the CD72 behaves 

like a third-generation version of 

the older Alpha 75E. Still equipped 

with the popular PCM 1716 '24-bit' 

DAC, revisions to the analogue fil

ter stage have reduced distortion 

further to 0.0006% at 1 kHz/OdBFs 

(0.003% in HFC 195 and 0.0009% 

in HFC206). Jitter is also much 

improved, with all PSU-related 

problems entirely removed, 

leaving a mere 150psec of data

induced jitter. In practice, it's the 

increase in high frequency noise 

and distortion that comes to domi

nate the player, though this is still 

significantly better than the per

formance offered by the original 

Alpha 7 (HFC179). The increase 

from 0.0075% at OdBFs to 0.15% 

at -40dBFs and 1 .5% at -60dBFs 

(all re. 20kHz) reflects this increase 

in ultrasonic noise as does the 

relatively weak 79dB rejection of 

digital images. Otherwise, the 

in-band 1 03.5dB 5/N ratio is good, 

as are the mere +0 .0/-0.4dB errors 

in linearity over a full 1 OOdB 

dynamic range. 

J 



ARCAM CD92 
CONTACT 01223 203203 wv.w.arcam.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND CCCC VALUE CCCC £849.90 

D iVA- Digitally integrated 

Audio & Video- is Arcam's 

most proactive move on 

-- the mainstream market so 

far. lt follows the flagship FMJ range 

by about a year, borrowing some of 

its construction and styling cues, and 

drawing technology directly from the 

Alpha range. 

DiVA includes two new CD players, 

one the entry level CD72, reviewed 

opposite. The other is the CD92, 

which though similar in many ways 

benefits from a more sophisticated 

digital engine- namely a proprietary 

version of the RingDAC which pre

miered in the Alpha 9 CD, and which 

was developed by Arcam in co-opera

tion with dCS. Apart from an extra set 

of analogue outputs, there is little 

external evidence to distinguish the 

two DiVA players, and it is possible to 

upgrade the CD72 to CD92 specifica

tion at a cost not far removed from 

the difference between the two

around £500 in all. 

Included with the CD92 is the mild

ly confusing system remote control 

also found with the CD72. Optical 

and electrical digital outputs are 

available, and the player will cope 

with CD-R discs, but not CD-RWs. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The difference between the CD72 

and this more sophisticated CD92 is 

all too clear. As one panellist noted, 

the CD92 "doesn't swallow its vow

els", and indeed this was how it was 

perceived in the hands-on testing too. 

The player was notable for its open

mouthed articulation, which had the 

effect of taking the guesswork from 

vocals, and which delivered fine tonal 

discrimination and control- if not 

quite in the FMJ CD 23's class in over

all weight and perceived bandwidth. 

Individual panel members noted 

THE LAB REPORT 

ON THE FACE OF IT, ARCAM'S 

CD92 might seem technically infe

rior to the cheaper CD72 with its 

poorer 96.6dB A-wtd S/N ratio. 

Data-induced jitter is lower than 

that managed by the CD72, but the 

overall figure of 245psec is higher 

thanks to a pair of very low-rate 

sidebands at 19Hz. This same foible 

was noted with the FMJ CD23 (HFC 

206) which registered some 

265psec of low-rate jitter, both fig

ures being sufficiently low not to 

cause any grievous subjective 

impact. Nevertheless, the dCS Ring 

DAC used within the CD92 (and 

Alpha 9, see HFC 188) offers a sig

nificantly improved performance at 

lower signal levels and higher fre

quencies where much of the musi

cal action takes place. For example, 

0.0065% at 20kHz is very low 

indeed while at -40dBFs, it's 10 

times lower than the CD72 at 

0.01 %. This is assisted by the very 

low levels of ultrasonic noise asso

ciated with the Ring DAC, giving 

the partnering amplifier an easy 

ride and contributing to the charac

teristic smoothness of its sound. 

CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

:�· !3 : '�, C:B 
OOMPACT OISC PLAYF:R 
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some harshness and forwardness 

with orchestral strings (Bartok), 

though it remains controlled through 

the more high octane passages, stu

diously avoiding the frazzled quality 

sometimes heard here. There was a 

feeling from a couple of panellists 

that, although the CD92 sounded 

strong and bold, and although it 

delivered large scale and well

focussed stereo imagery, there was 

some "metallic" colouration. This 

quality was especially noticeable in 

the closely miked Diana Krall record

ing, where another panellist thought 

it was "shouty- and in yer face". 

These criticisms were not levelled 

by the whole panel, and indeed there 

were only hints of these problems in 

The CD92 is a step up from the 

CD72- and only a few simple 

upgrades away. 

the subsequent hands-on tests with 

the Marantz amplifier. But there was 

an edge of discomfort to the sound, 

the music failing to mesh quite as 

seamlessly as with some of the 

Arcam's rivals, though overall 

Recommendation is still warranted. 

CONCLUSION 

The new senior DiVA player is visually 

almost identical to the CD72. but the 

digital converter is a proprietary 

implementation of the dCS RingDAC. 

and it delivers a sharper and more 

lively sound than the junior model. 

"THE CD92 WAS NOTABLE FOR ITS OPEN- I 
MOUTHED ARTICULATION, AND FINE 
TONAL DISCRIMINATION AND CONTROL" I 
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AUDIO NOTE COT ZERO + DAC ONE IX 
CONTACT 01273 220511 IWIW.audionote.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND CCCC VALUE CCCCC £1,298.00 

A 
two-box player, the head

lines of late have focussed 

on the oversampling filter

-- free DAC. which is avail

able in two identically priced versions: 

the DAC One lx under the micro

scope here, and a larger version 

which doesn't physically match the 

CDT Zero transport, our other test 

subject. The units measure 

220x120x300mm (WxHxD) and are 

available in black or natural alumini

um finished extrusions and fascia 

panels. The two communicate via 

standard phono connectors, but the 

6DJ8/ECC88 valve powered D/A con

verter also has an XLR option. 

The DAC dispenses with all 'correc

tive' measures, and presents the digi

tal signal directly to the converter 

after reformatting, which Audio Note 

claims means that you hear what is 

actually on each disc, and not a 

"technically and cosmetically 

altered" version. But this is a rather 

subjective, pop version of the tech

nology, and should be taken with not 

just a pinch, but huge buckets of 

salt. In particular, the absence of digi

tal filtering means that there is a lot 

of digital noise in the area above 

20kHz; this could have undesirable 

effects on sound quality, depending 

on the design of the amplifier. In 

practical day to day use however, the 

Audio Note's Sony mechanism pro

vides smooth, rapid disc handling. 

The remote control is functional but 

not very pretty, and there is a surfeit 

of information in its display but no 

controls on the fascia. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The essence of the thinking behind 

this combination seems to be the 

pursuit of maximum resolution along

side the minimum of unwanted digi

tal artefacts. Subconsciously, I think I 

was expecting something rather dif

ferent to what emerged on test, 

which turned out to be surprisingly 

prosaic. The combination has an 

open, civilised sound, and it's quite 

detailed, though not extraordinarily 

so. it's somewhat easier on the ear 

than most CD players - but not soh 

or overtly valve-like- and enjoyable 

without being in any way obvious. 

Vocal quality, notably in the Diana 

Krall recording, was attractive and 

refined. 

From the panellists there came 

some isolated complaints that the 

sound became mushy and confused 

when it got busier (Bartok), and of a 

somewhat "pedestrian" quality 

(Handel). On the whole, though, this 

player emerged well from the panel 

tests- significantly better in fact 

than some of the other expensive 

players in the test group. "[This play

er has an] engaging quality, with lots 

of detail," said one panellist in apres

listening discussion, and another 

agreed, while a third felt that it was 

a touch "self-effacing". During 

another presentation, the Audio Note 

was described as "easy going, but 

undramatic" in the Bartok, but gen

erally "easy to follow". 

The Audio Note two-box set up 
claims to deliver music to your 
ears in a very pure form. 

CONCLUSION 

Not half as oddball as it comes across 

on paper, this combination proved an 

easy, vivid and open performer, and 

was almost equally happy with the 

three amplifiers used on test. 

THE LAB REPORT 

WHAT AUDIO NOTE DESCRIBES 

as a "1 x oversampling circuit" is 

actually a DAC without any digital 

filtering. The result of this is little 

or no suppression of the digital 

images customarily avoided by just 

about every other player on the 

market (see Filter Tips on p92 for 

the full story). The measured 

1 04dB SIN ratio is very respectable 

and the 150psec of data-induced 

jitter extremely low indeed. But 

these benefits are swamped by the 

very high levels of distortion from 

the player's high output imped-

ance valve stage. Around 0.6-

1.25% THD is produced from 

20Hz-20kHz near its peak output, 

while also furnishing a midband

rich response that's around SdB 

shy in both bass and treble. Low

level linearity was not found to be 

especially good, with errors 

around 1 dB at the -80dBFs level 

and 3dB at -90dBFs. Meanwhile, 

the exceedingly high 3.5V output 

level will confuse any non

matched AIB comparison, swing

ing the results firmly in Audio 

Note's favour ... 

J 



CYRUS CD7 
CONTACT 01480 435577 www.cyrus.co.uk GUARANTEE 1 YEAR 

SOUND l'll'll'll'l VALUE l'll'll'li'JO £800.00 

R 
eplacing the now discon

tinued dAD3, the CD7 is 

built on an all-new Cyrus 

--- platform which can be 

developed further using the PSX-R 

bolt on power supply, or using a port 

for add-on new technology DAC 

modules which are set to follow. The 

new design is more highly integrated, 

with the 24-bit/96kHz DAC now 
included on the main PCB. The mech

anism is described as a 'tuned' 

CDM 12.1, improved over the existing 

versions, and it is one of the few in 

the test group that is CD-RW com

patible. The player is said to offer bet

ter earthing, superior levels of infor

mation retrieval and reduced jitter 

compared to its predecessor; 

enhanced suppression of stop band 

images is also claimed for the four 

pole analogue filter. What has not 

changed is the trademark C yrus non

magnetic diecast chassis in its familiar 

'shoebox' -size format. Measuring just 

78x215x360mm, it is easily the 

smallest player in the test, scarcely 

big enough to accommodate a pair 

of dinky size sixes. 

Socketry includes two sets of ana

logue outputs, an electrical digital 

output and proprietary MC bus con

nections for linked operation of com

plete Cyrus systems using a single 

handset. The one supplied with this 

player, however, is the deeply mun

dane standard eo-only handset that 

has been supplied with Cyrus players 

for some time. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Cyrus has a record of some distinc

tion with previous players, at least in 

their better incarnations, and this pro

vides the cue for the new model. The 

biggest classical music fan on the 

panel conceded that the player was 

"fit to rock", though in a different 

THE LAB REPORT 

CLOSELY ALLIED TO THE Cyrus 

dAD3 Q24 player reviewed in HFC 

200, this CD7 model is also 

equipped with Burr-Brown's '24-bit' 

PCM1716 DAC. The output level is 

unchanged at 2.1 V but the 5/N ratio 

is improved by 2dB to 1 03dB. This is 

comparable to Arcam's CD72 (which 

also uses the PCM1716), though 

Cyrus's implementation shows a 

better control of spurious ultrasonic 

noise. On the other hand, the CD7 

shows a slight increase in distortion 

from 0.0008-0.0015% (·1 OdBFs to 

OdBFs) through increased stress on 

the output op-amps. Otherwise, at 

moderate signal levels, distortion is 

markedly lower than with the CD72 

at both low (0.007% vs. 0.05% at 

20Hz/-40dBFs) and high frequencies 

(0.04% vs. 0.15% at 20kHz/ 

-40dBFs). Ordinarily, the response is 

very flat but there's an error with 

pre-emphasised discs causing a 

-0.6dB sag through the upper 

midrange. Minimal errors in low· 

level linearity (+0.0/-0.SdB over a 

1 OOdB range) and very low 155psec 

jitter complete an impressive little 

package. 

CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

HI·FICHOICE RECOMMENDED I 

session, one listener marked the play

er down for a "slightly compressed" 

sound and an "overblown" bass. 

On the whole though the CD7 had 

a positive reception. "As soon as the 

slightly distant, reverberant opening 

to the Handel starts, you are trans

ported there," one panellist com

mented, and another remarked on 

what he heard as "good instrumental 

positioning" and on the strong timing 

that gave a fine impression of the 

quality of the playing. 

Hands-on testing confirmed that 

this is a strong performer, with a 

clean overall tonality, adequate if not 

overwhelming dynamics, and an abili

ty to maintain its focus in complex 

musical passages. And this is what's 

lt might look like traditional 

Cyrus design, but this player is 

built on an all-new platform. 

required of any player to be transpar

ent in day to day operation. The 

Cyrus moulds itself well to the char

acter of the music, and largely avoids 

a mechanical edge to its sound. 

CONCLUSION 

The new CD7 is a smooth, articulate 

and transparent player, one with 

quite bold dynamics, though it stops 

short of frightening the horses. The 

upgrade potential is another feather 

in its cap, and build quality has long 

been an acknowledged strength of 

the C yrus range. 

"THIS IS A STRONG PERFORMER, WITH 
AN ABILITY TO MAINTAIN ITS FOCUS IN 
COMPLEX MUSICAL PASSAGES" 
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DENSEN BEAT B-400 
CONTACT 00 45 75 181214 ww.v.densen.dk GUARANTEE 3 YEARS 

SOUND CCC C VALUE CCC C £1,280.00 

P 
rototypes of this player 

have been on show at vari

ous public events for about 

-- two years, and develop' 

ment apparently stretches much fur

ther back. Unusually, the B-400's 

transport is customised for Densen, 

and is specifically designed to reduce 

susceptibility to airborne feedback. 

The motherboard firmware is 

upgradeable - perhaps this means 

CD-RWs will eventually be usable -

and the proprietary bus is claimed to 

have no measurable jitter (see The 

lab report). The dual D/A converters 

are upgradeable, and the digital filter 

is HDCD compatible, with output 

from a non-feedback Class A amp. 

There are some curious and irritat· 

ing oversights, one of which being 

the display, which uses relatively 

poorly formed red LED characters, 

and turns on slowly when the player 

recognises a disc. More seriously, the 

display runs the track numbers and 

timings almost together. Because 

track timings don't suppress leading 

zeros, it can be difficult to interpret 

what the display is trying to say. The 

control system will also raise a few 

eyebrows, though there are no insu

perable problems. The controls are 

ranged each side of the centrally 

mounted display and loading drawer, 

and include a phase invert feature 

and a switch to change the mode of 

the display. Around the back is a 

selection of computer-type interfaces 

for various Densen combinations. 

The player was supplied with a 

heavy diecast remote control called 

Gizmo (available as an optional extra 

at £300). A feature of Gizmo is its 

'burst mode' which enables it to 

operate over extended ranges, while 

not having to be pointed directly 

towards the product being 

addressed. 

THE LAB REPORT 

DENSEN CLAIMS that its 

advanced circuitry has "no mea

sureable jitter". In practice, the 

191 Opsec of hum and data-related 

jitter emerging from the B-400 is 

perfectly measureable. In other cir· 

cumstances, this jitter would also 

impact on its sound quality, but here 

is likely to be swamped by high 

harmonic distortion and the effect 

of excessive ultrasonic and RF noise 

on partnering equipment. The top 

1 OdB of the player's dynamic range 

is dominated by a very strong 3rd 

harmonic distortion, accounting for 

some 0.42% at OdBFs (which is 

itself a non-standard 2. 7V}, 0.3% at 

·1 dBFs and 0.16%, 0.075% and 

0.03% at -3dBFs, -6dBFs and 

·1 OdBFs, respectively. Filtering of 

noise is limited, compromising the 

performance of amplifiers or, 

indeed, op-amps within the B-400, 

encouraging the sort of "harsh and 

hard" sound reported by the panel. 

The bitstream DACs used by Densen 

switch-off during a 5/N test, deliver

ing an apparent 1 04dB, though 

without this 'digital kill' circuit the 

result falls to a far poorer 88.6dB. 

CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

SOUND QUALITY 

On the whole, the panel was a little 

disappointed with this player. They 

recognised its big, muscular sound, 

which perfectly suited the Handel and 

the James Taylor recordings, but there 

was also criticism of a lack of delica

cy. Both qualities are needed, and 

few of the players tested excelled in 

both areas. In this case, the panel felt 

that voices tended to get lost in the 

mix with the Handel, and another, 

also referring to vocal reproduction, 

pointed to what he perceived as the 

"cardboard cut-out" character of the 

player. A third panellist talked in 

terms of a sound that was "not harsh 

or bright, but lacking a degree of 

body and warmth". 

lt might look quietly under· 
stated, but the Densen is capable 
of impressively big sound. 

These qualities were confirmed in 

later hands-on testing, which also 

pointed to some upper midband 

harshness with some material, a loss 

of depth, and a generally rather hard

nosed presentation which worked 

with some recordings, but which 

sounded out of place with others. 

CONCLUSION 

Big sound from a big player with a 

big price tag, the B-400 appears to be 

a little under-developed and in need 

of refinement. The optional Gizmo 

remote control is good, but expensive. 

"THE DENSEN HAS A BIG, MUSCULAR 
SOUND, BUT IT ALSO SUFFERS FROM A 
LACK OF DELICACY" 
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After the movies, 
thrill to the music. 

Introducing the ProAc Home Theatre system. We introduced 

it to Home Entertainment magazine and they gave it a five 

star rating (May 2000). 

Apart from the centre-channel unit, we didn't just set 

out to make a dedicated cinema sytem. We reasoned that if 

our highly successful Tablette 2000 and Studio 125 hi-fi 

systems were capable of great performance with music, they 

should be equally potent with movies. And we were right 

This exceptional blend of carefully matched drive units and 

crossovers provides the ultimate in total sound experience, 

producing an unfatiguing, smooth, natural and dynamic 

performance from film or music . 

Whichever way you want it, fasten your seat belts. 

This system will fire your senses, providing a compelling 

and unforgettable audio experience. Every time. On DVD, 

CD or vinyl. 

Studio 125 - Best Buy 
Loudspeaker £600-£1000 

eProAc 
perfectly natural 

High point House, Riding Road, Buckingham Road Industrial Estate, Brackley, Northamptonshire NN 13 7BE 

Tel: 01280 700147 Fax: 01280 700148 Website: www.proac-loudspeakers.com 
HFC&HE11-1/01 
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EZO FOG STAGE 3 
CONTACT 01753 542761 GUARANTEE 3 YEARS 

SOUND FJFJFJC VALUE FJFJFJ FJ £1,170.00 

W 
e looked recently at 

the EZO Aria amplifier, 

and despite the dispar

ity in pricing, this is the 

obvious compatible CD player. it's 

dressed to the nines in a finely fin

ished aluminium alloy case with a 

slab alloy extruded front panel, a cir

cular display, a single button and a 

large multifunction rotary control. 

The basic version of the player, 

which bears the wholly inappropriate 

name Fog, costs £575 (very close to 

the Aria's price), while the version 

we're looking at here is unofficially 

known as the Stage Three. 'Three' 

because it consists of the Fog, adapt

ed with two internal upgrade boards: 

Easy and Soft. (No, really.) The Easy 

board performs reclocking of the 

digital data, and is designed to 

reduce jitter, while the Soft board is 

an adjustable digital filter with 

upsampling capabilities. After upsam-

pling the 16-bit/44.1 kHz data to 24-

bit/192kHz, it optimises the signal in 

the time or the frequency domain, 

applies a compromise setting or pro

vides a full bypass, and in each case 

dither can be switched on or off- a 

total of eight sound-tuning settings. 

Balanced and unbalanced analogue 

outputs are available, and so is a dig

ital output in electrical form only. 

SOUND QUALITY 

The panel heard this player in the 

compromise time and frequency 

mode, with dither. and at first it 

acquitted itself well. Diana Krall's 

voice was described as "absolutely 

beautiful", and though the depths of 

bass were not plumbed fully, it came 

across as very controlled. The James 

Taylor recording was also praised for 

its good overall projection, achieved 

without sounding too forward, and 

the general consensus was that 

THE LAB REPORT 

THIS FASCINATING PLAYER 

takes the concept of switchable dig

ital filters a stage further than pio
neers like Sony and T +A. The 'Easy' 
board contains a new AD1853 DAC 

designed for use in DVD-A players 

up to 24-bit/192kHz. This DAC is 

used directly in 'bypass' mode, oth

erwise a secondary 'Soft' board car

ries a SHARC 21065L DSP processor 

that runs proprietary digital filter 

and dither algorithms. Jitter varies 
slightly from 255psec in bypass 
mode to 395psec with the SHARC 

processor used in 'Time Res' mode 

where the digital filter is optimised 
for minimum ringing at the expense 

of a -2.5dB cut in its treble 
response. In all modes, the peak 

output is -1 OdB under par at a very 

low 0.6V while the response is 

some -1.6dB in the low bass. 

Despite the use of '24-bit' DACs, the 

A-wtd 5/N ratio is just above the 

16-bit level at 99.5dB while peak 

level distortion is higher than aver

age at 0.02%. This falls to 0.004% 
at -1 OdBFs. The Ezo shows great 
promise but remains technically 
unfulfilled. 

CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

instrumental and vocal separation 

was particularly keen. The Bartok too 

had a strong feeling of urgency, 

which is as it should be. 

Day two, and a change from the 

Lavardin to the Densen amplifier, 

bought a sharp change of tack, and 

now the player was described as 

"congested and muffled" with an 

"overblown bass". A ringing quality 

was identified in the midband, and 

the Bartok became "congested". 

So it was all left to the hands-on 

tests. Although there was some 

phasiness that would not be accept

able in long term listening, advice 

from the importer was that the 

dithered time domain mode was best 

overall. So it proved, with a lighter, 

The Ezo Fog's reasonably 

unassuming fascia hides two 

impressive upgrades. 

but more focussed result and better 

timing, seeming to work well with 

just about all music types- but some 

amplifier dependency remained. 

CONCLUSION 

This oddball player can sound any

thing between poor and excellent, 

depending on filter setting, and it's 

hamstrung by poor ergonomics. Our 

advice is to avoid the front panel 

controls if you want to retain your 

sanity, but at the end of the day we 

are not convinced that the positive 

outweighs the negative. 

"THE EZO HAS A LIGHT, FOCUSSED 
SOUND, AND SEEMS TO WORK WELL 
WITH JUST ABOUT ALL MUSIC TYPES" 
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* MASSIVE AUDKO 
KLLU§KON 
23 Langley Broom 

Langley Berkshire SL3 SNB 

Tel: (01753) 542761: Fax: (01753) 772532 

Mon - Sat 10.00am - 8.00pm (By Appt.) 

* 
* STOCK CLEARANCE 

* PRE-OWNED AND EX. DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT 

LIST SALE 
Referencer Monitors inc Special stands (Cherry) Ex. Demo/Mint £3000 £1595 
Stands (Cherry) 
Semi-Active Omnipolar Loudspeakers Ex. Demo/Mint £3300 £2 150 
(Piano Black) "Best Buy· Home Cinema Choice" 

Centre Channel Speaker (Black) Ex. Demo/Mint £ 149 £99 

ALL EQUIPMENT SOLD BOXED AND WITH A WARRANTY*** 

A IOOw Stereo Power Amp(Black) Ex.Demo/Mint 
RL ll Remote Control Preamp (Black) Ex.Demo/Mint 
ACT 1 Home Cinema Processor/ S!Hand/Mint 

LIST SALE 

£ 670 £395 * £ 800 £399 
£ 800 £235 * * Preamp with Dolby ProLogic and DSP Modes (Black) 

ARAGON Soundstage: Processor I Preamp, Ex. Demo/Mint 
Class A, Dolby Digital , DTS, ProLogic, ByPass, 
DSP Modes, Balanced Outputs, Video Switching, 
Modular. Upgradable Design, Intuative Set Up, 

£3800 £2850* 
... VERY SPECIAL SALE of Ex.Demonslrallon eqmpment, sold m 

Multi Device Remote, Superb Sound "Best Buy Home Cinema Choice" 
AUDIO RESEARCH SP9 Preamplifier (Black) S!Hand/ Mint £???? 

8 & W T HX Speaker System S/Hand/ Mint £4500 

aRY SLP30 Tube Line Preamp. New Valves $/Hand/ Mint £???? 

.E.Z.Q ARIA40w lntegrated Amp + Remote (Silver) New-Sealed £ 450 

.EZ:Q ARIAFace Nord 55w Integrated Amplifier Ex. Demo/Mint £ 550 
With Remote (Silver) 

£ 795 
£1800 
£295 
£295 
£295 

4808 70w Integrated Amplifier with Remote 
And Balanced (Silver) 

New-Sealed £ 800 £549 

!illliLL 
MIRAGE 

M-390is 
FRX-5 

4808Face Nord IOOw [ntegrated Amplifier 
With remote and balanced (Silver) 
K5.5 (5x 1 OOw) Multi Channel Power Amplifier 
(Silver) "5 Star Best Buy"- 2 Available 
K3 IOOw Stereo Power Amplifier (Silver) 
K I 120w Power Amplifiers. 
Balanced. Gold Plated Boards (Silver) 
K I Face ord 200w Mono Power Amps 
Balanced. Gold Plated Boards (Silver) 
050 SOw Pure Class A lntegralCd Line 
Tube amplifier (Black) 
KST 100 Power Amplifier (Grey) 

2-Way Tuned Vent Floorstanders (Black) 
2-\Vay Floorstander Loudspeakers (Cherry) 

Ex.Demo/M.int £ 1000 £599 

Ex. Demo/Mint £1500 £ 995 

Ex. Demo/Mint £ 750 £495 
Ex. Demo/Mint £ 1500 £995 

Ex. Demo/Mint 

Ex. Demo/Mint 

(Per pair) 
£2000 £13 75 

(Per Pair) 
£2800 £1395 

S/Hand/Mint £3000+ £1395 

Ex. Demo/M.i.nt 
Ex. Demo/Mint 

£ 550 £249 
£ 510 £200 

MINT Condition. Boxed and With Full Manufaclurers Warranty 

* 

Remote control Linestage Prcamplifier, BaJ JJO 
Fully remote Control Signature Preamplifier with Dual Power 
Supply including Fliglu Case a11d Delivery 

Ulltra High Current stereo/Mono Switchable Power Amplifier 
(200w Stereo : 700w Mono)Balanced & SE Inputs 
Ultra High Current Reference Grade Switchable Power 
Amplifier (400w Stereo: 1400w Mono) Balanced & S!E Inputs 

LlST SALE 

£2100 £1225 

£9500 £5250 

£2900 £1650 

£6700 £3495 

Dual Monaural 300w/lohm per Channel 6000w / 2ohm £ 14300 £7595 
Truly the Statemem ofHivl! E"d Quality Including Flight Case & Deliyery 

Integrated CD Player with HDCD and Dual 20 Bit D/A £2400 £13 75 
Conversion. Remote Control and AES /EBU Digital Output 
Balanced and S!E Outputs 
DTS, AC-3, ProLogic, Stereo. T HX Ultra Surround 
Processor and Preamplifier 
Multi-Channel Switchable Power Amplifier- 3.4,5 or 6 Channels 
(6 x 75w to 3 x 150w). SIE Inputs 
Multi-ChannclSwitchable Power Amplifier- 3,4,5 or 6 channels 
(6 x l 50 to 3 x 300w) S/E lnputs 
Integrated Amplifier I SOw Remote Control. Balanced 

£6700 £3495 

£ 1900 £1099 

£3500 £ 1980 

£1900 £1099 

***ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*** * ***FULL MAIL ORDER AND EXPORT FACILITIES*** 



LINN GENKI 
CONTACT 0500 888909 wv.w.linn.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND DtU::U'.l VALUE DDD £995.00 

T 
he Linn Genki is both more 

and less than it seems. 

Less because, although fit 

-- and finish are good, the 

player is lightweight, and the CD

RJRW friendly mechanism has a 

clunky loader, which doesn't enhance 

first impressions. But there is no rea

son to doubt what lies under the 

skin: its internal engineering includes 

a switch mode power supply, a 24-

bit Burr Brown Delta Sigma D/A con

verter and an HDCD digital filter. 

However, the display shows either 

time or track details, but not the two 

together. putting it alongside the 

Nairn Audio CDS in the Singularly 

Unhelpful category. 

But we've already hinted at this 

player's hidden depths. In addition to 

an electrical digital output, there are 

four analogue outputs: two fixed and 

two variable. These are fed by what 

seems to be a better-than-average 

quality ladder network, which could 

be used in place of a full preamplifier 

in a bare bones CD player and 

power amp system. The extra out

puts can also be used for multi room 

applications, assisted by a proprietary 

remote in/remote out facility (for use 

with Linn Knekt systems) and an 

optional RS232 data interface which 

allows for firmware updates and 

external control. 

SOUND QUALITY 

To say the panellists found this 

player a tad contrived is not the 

damming criticism it might seem in 

raw print. In actual fact, the Linn 

Genki was generally well liked for its 

explicit quality, its sharp instrumental 

focus and separation, and its liveli

ness. But it was also variously felt to 

be rather hard and relentless at 

times, and forward in its balance

these comments could be seen as 

THE LAB REPORT 

IN ALMOST EVERY RESPECT, 

the Genki is the very model of mod

ern CD player design, right down to 

the extensive use of surface

mounted components. The singular 

blot concerns its 560psec of jitter 

(comprising data-induced and other 

peaks specific to the player design) 

which is higher than expected. Then 

again, Linn is using the Burr

Brown's PCM1723 DAC which 

includes on-board HDCD decoding 

and filtering, offering about an BdB 

improvement in stopband rejection 

over the PCM1716.1nterestingly, 

the in-band S/N ratio of 1 OO.SdB is 

rather closer to the sort of figure 

obtained with earlier CD players 

using the PMD1 00 oversampling fil

ter, almost regardless of DAC. 

Otherwise, the player offers very 

low distortion (0.0008% at its 2V 

peak output), a very flat response 

Qust -0.3dB down at 20kHz), excel

lent low-level linearity (+0.0/-0.4dB 

to -1 OOdBFs) and wide 1 OOdB chan

nel separation. Linn's choice of a 

good quality master crystal is also 

reflected in the minuscule -2ppm 

clock error. 

CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

LINN GENKI !... 

HI·FICHOICE RECOMMENDED I 

reflecting different manifestations of 

the same thing. One commented on 

the Genki's explicit character. and on 

very powerful cymbal sounds. Others 

too were drawn to the Linn's strong 

showing with percussion, and 

described being "forced to listen" 

thanks to the up-front nature of its 

sound. There was mention of some 

splashiness, especially in the normally 

mellifluous James Taylor tracks, and 

of a lack of smoothness in the 

Bartok. 

I am certain the panellists got it 

right on the button: the prominent 

percussion and slightly edgy quality 

seemed to arise from a lean, bright 

and rather breathy balance. This is 

not a super-sophisticated sounding 

The Genki may be rather plain to 

look at but it's well equipped and 

has a winning way with music. 

CD player but, for all that, it is a 

good one. it pulls an awful lot of 

detail from a disc and presents it 

intelligibly, though the Genki's strong 

character means that system match

ing is more critical than it is with 

some of its rivals. 

CONCLUSION 

Although it's practically self-recom

mending by virtue of its unusual 

flexibility in multiroom systems, the 

Genki is good enough to stand the 

heat as a standalone player- and 

as such is warmly Recommended. 

"THIS IS NOT A SUPER-SOPHISTICATED 
SOUNDING PLAYER BUT, FOR ALL THAT, 
IT IS A GOOD ONE" 

march 2001 I www.hifichoice.co.uk I HI·FI CHOICE I 61 
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CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

MARANTZ CD6000 KI SIGNATURE 
CONTACT 01753 680868 �.marantz.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND DDDDD VALUE DDDDD £499.90 

T 
he CD6000 is now avail

able in three versions: the 

standard cooking-quality 

-- CD6000, the enhanced 

CD6000 OSE and the subject of this 

test, the top spec CD6000 Kl, the Ken 

lshiwata Signature version. In com

mon with the other variants, this is an 

attractive, well-finished player, with a 

smooth and quiet mechanism and 

excellent controls and display, which 

help give it an operating feel that 

transcends its class. The mechanism is 

also CD-R/RW compatible, and the 

player will show CD-Text displays. 

Under the skin, this is largely a 

Philips technology player (Philips is 

the parent company). it has a dual 

differential mode Bitstream engine 

partnered with a version of the 

HDAM (Hyper Dynamic Output 

Module)- a discrete low output 

impedance, high slew rate output 

buffer. Kl enhancements include a 

REVISIONS TO THE CD6000'S 

power supply coupled with running 

production enhancements have 

boosted the 5/N ratio to a very 

respectable 1 03dB. Hum and PSU

induced jitter is also reduced, squeez

ing the 350psec total to just 260psec. 

Distortion is very low at 0.0009% (re. 

OdBFs/ 1kHz) and lower still at 

-1 OdBFs where just 0.0005% was 

recorded. Importantly, distortion 

remains low at very high frequencies 

(0.0065% at 20kHz/OdBFs) and at 

low signal levels (0.05% at 20kHz/ 

-40dBFs) where, at HF in particular, 

new toroidal transformer and mains 

capacitors, and better quality cou

pling caps. The chassis is now copper 

plated, and has a reinforced bottom 

plate and damping of the cover, and 

there are a number of other compo

nent changes to suit. External fixtures 

and fittings include a headphone 

socket, optical and electrical digital 

outputs and external bus connections 

which will be welcomed by Marantz 

system owners, as they provide a uni

fied remote control system. 

SOUND QUALITY 

There is a Marantz house sound, 

which is not quite consistent: it mani

fests in different ways at different 

price levels, but it could generally be 

described as full, smooth and open, 

with a perceptible though not exces

sive warmth. At its best, it is a sound 

that invites protracted listening and 

the CD6000 Kl is undoubtedly such a 

ultrasonic noise ejected from the 

DAC confuses matters. The duai

SM5872 differential DAC combo plus 

Marantz's HDAM filter stage helps 

reduce any such ultrasonic noise very 

effectively. What's left are the stop

band images (<-54dB) that escape 

the DAC's integral oversampling fil

ter. The response is also pretty flat 

and low-level linearity good with 

errors amounting to +0.2/-0.6dB 

over a full 1 OOdB range. Output level 

is spot on the 2V target but this sam

ple showed a poorer than average 

0.2dB channel imbalance. 

HI·FICHDICE BESTBUY I 

player. it is inherently musical, a fact 

that was as apparent to the panel as 

it was in the hands-on testing. 

As one commented, "I like this 

player a lot. The male and the 

female voices in the Handel are par

ticularly likeable, and although there 

is a certain stridency in the Diana 

Krall recording, it is both engaging 

and involving". Orchestral separa

tion in the Bartok received consider

able praise, and the intelligibility of 

vocal lines was clearly a strength, 

although there is no obvious or 

unpleasant emphasis. More general 

comments singled out solid imagery, 

explicit positioning within the 

soundstage and a full-bodied bal

ance overall 

The Marantz features excellent 

controls and display, and an 

admirable all-round build quality. 

There is little else that needs to be 

added.lhis is a player so obviously 

right in its balance that it raises few 

questions about fidelity at the price. 

CONCLUSION 

The Kl version of the CD6000 is 

considerably more expensive than the 

base version of the player, which puts 

it in quite a different area of the 

maket. But it turns out to be such a 

well-developed and well-rounded 

package that it sustains this higher 

price without raising any hackles over 

value for money. 

"THIS PLAYER IS SO OBVIOUSLY RIGH T 
IN ITS BALANCE THAT I T  RAISES FEW 
QUESTIONS ABOUT FIDELIT Y" 



Ixos � 
---

abies that unleash the true digital 
ormance from your DVD player 

IX OS 1 05 Digital available in 1 m 

A purpose designed cable for utilising the coaxial output on DVD players. The IX OS 105 is rated at a true 
75 ohms, and accurately reproduces the full Digital spectrum on current Digital soundtrack formats. 

06/94 

PVC outer 
jacket 

Twin OFC 
braid screens 

Polyethylene 
foam insulation 

IX OS 1 06 Fibre Optic available in 1 m or 2m 

0.63mm PC-OFC 
conductor 

the optical output, the IX OS 106 contains a medical grade fibre optical core for high quality digital 

transfer. The IX OS 106 features an IX OS Toslink™ connector, ensuring critical connection integrity. 

PVC outer 
jacket 

IX OS 124AV S-Video available in 1 m and 3m 

05/00 

AI-Myl;
foil wr;; I 

I 
PVC inner 
sleeve 

-

75 ohm PC-OFC 
conductor 

EuroScart system, the 126AV delivers precision picture definition and professional quality sound reproduction, 

format. Its Ingot Metal Scart plug with gold plated pins, delivers a rugged and reliable performance. 

WHATHI•FI? ***** 02/99 

PVC sleeve 

Pure OFC 
braid screen 

05/00 

For a colour brochure detailing the complete IX OS range or details of your nearest dealer please contact IX OS at 

IXOS Limited, Path Group Plc. Dormer Road, Thame Industrial Estate, Thame, Oxfordshire OX9 3UD UK 

Tel: (44) (0) 1844 219000 Fax (44) (0) 1844 219099 

www.ixos.co.uk 

Please contact your nearest dealer to purchase these cables 

Avon 
Moss of Bath Bath 01225 465085 

AudiO Excellence Bristol 01179 264975 
Paul Roberts H1 F1 Bristol 01179 429370 
Sevenoaks H1 F1 Bristol 01179 297779 
Bedfordshire 
Sevenoaks Hi F1 Bedford 01234 272779 
Technosound Ounstable 01582 663297 
Berkshire 
Sevenoaks H1 F1 Reading 0118 9597768 
Buckinghamshire 
The SonyCentre H1ghWycombe 01494 521382 
Cambridgeshire 

AN Audio St Neots 01480 472071 
Systems Cambr1dge 01223 461518 

Cambridge Hi Fi Cambndge 01223 368305 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Peterborough 01733 897697 
Channel Islands 
Base Hi Fi Jersey 01534 506957 

Fortuna Hi Fi Jersey 01534 732549 
Cheshire 

Audio Excellence Chester 01244 345576 
Chester AV Centre Chester 01244 320414 
WarringtonAVCentre Warrington 01925 636215 
Cornwall 
Quarterdeck Newquay 01637 851441 
Cumbria 

Hadwins Kendal 01539 72255 7 
Peter Tyson Carlisle 01288 546756 
Searle Audio Barrow 01289 821233 
Devon 

Audio Excellence Exeter 01392 491194 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Exeter 01392 218895 
Dorset 
Movemen1Audio Poole 01202 730865 
Essex 
Rayleigh Hi Fi Southend 01702 435255 

Hi Spek Brentwood 01277 226303 
Gloucestershire 
Sight and Sound Gloucester 01452 503691 

Audio Excellence Gloucester 01452 300046 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Cheltenham 01242 241171 
Hampshire 

Now Thats Hi Fi Portsmouth 023 92 811230 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Southampton 01703 337770 
Hertlordshire 

Hi Spek St AI bans 01727 791100 
Humberside 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Hull 01482 587171 
Kent 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Sevenoaks 01732 459555 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi TunbridgeWells 01892 531543 
Lancashire 

Cleartone Hi Fi Bolton 01204 531423 
Practical Hi Fi Bolton 01204 395789 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Preston 01772 825777 
Romers Rishton 01254 887799 
Leicestershire 
Sevenoaks Leicester 0116 253 6567 
Leicester Hi Fi Co Leicester 0116 253 9753 
Lincolnshire 
Oldrids Downtown Boston 01205 350505 
Oldrids Downtown Grantham 01476 590239 
Techtronics Bourne 01778 562438 
London 

H1 Fi Care Tottenham Court Ad 0207 6738911 
Kamla Tottenham Court Rd 0207 3232747 

Hi Spek Finchley 0208 3491166 
Banlens N7 0207 6072148 

Hi Fi Confidential SW1 0207 2337225 
Manchester 
Practical Hi Fi Bridge Street 0161 8398869 
Sevenoaks Manchester 0161 8317969 
Sony Centre Trafford Centre 0161 7472108 
Merseyside 
Beaver Radio Liverpool 0151 7099898 
Middlesex 
Musical Images Edgware 0208 9255535 
Norfolk 

Hughes TV & Audio Gt Yarmouth 01493 330886 
Hughes TV & Audio White lion St Norwich 01603 660935 
Hughes TV & Audio Castle Mall Norwich 01603 622063 
Bennels Retail Norwich 01603 625955 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Norwich 01603 767605 
Northamptonshire 
Sony Centre Northampton 01604 626064 
The Auditorium Market Harborough 01858 461460 
Nottinghamshire 

Forum Hi Fi Nottingham 01159 622150 
John Kirk Nottingham 01159 252986 
Oxfordshire 
Oxford Audio Consultants Oxford 01865 790879 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Oxford 01865 241773 

Astley Audio Wa!lingford 01491 839305 
Staffordshire 
The Hi Fl Store Hanley 01782 219595 
living Design Hanley 01782 260047 
Suffolk 

Hughes TV & Audio Lowestoft 01502 569133 
Hughes TV & Audio Euro Parks Ipswich 01473 712444 
Bennets Retail Ipswich 01788 540772 
Surrey 
Tru F1 Camberley 01276 686414 
Tru Fi Redhlll 01737 766128 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Guildford 01483 536666 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Kingston 0208 5470717 
Sussex 

Adams & Jarrett St leonards 01425 437165 
Jefferies Hi Fi Eastbourne 01323 731336 
Tyne & Wear 
Lintone Audio Metro Centre 0191 4600999 
Global Hi Fi Newcastle 0191 2303600 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Newcastle 0191 2212320 
Wales 

Audio Excellence Swansea 01792 474608 
Audio Excellence Cardiff 02920 228565 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Cardiff 02920 472899 

WesternHiFi Newport 01633 262790 
Sevenoaks Swansea 01792 465777 

Acton Gate Audio Wrexham 01978 364500 
West Midlands 
Downing & Downing Stourbridge 01384 371747 
Spains Bromsgrove 01527 872460 
The Sony Centre Merryhill Centre 01384 486770 
Music Matters Solihull 0121 7420254 
The Sony Centre Solihull 0121 7114145 
Music Matters Edgbaston 0121 4292811 
The Sound Academy Bloxwich 01922 473499 

Hi Fi in Harmony Shirley 0121 7455880 
Music Matters Bold mere 0121 3542311 
The Sound Academy Sunon Goldfield 0121 3212445 
Sounds Expensive Rugby 01788 540772 

Frank Harvey Hi Fi Coventry 01203 525200 
Wiltshire 
Salisbury Hi Fi Salisbury 01722 322169 
Worcestershire 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Worcester 01905 612929 
Sight and Sound Worcester 01905 22335 

Audio X Worcester 01905 619059 
Yorkshire 

Audiovision Bnghouse 01484 713996 
Empire Megastore Bradford 01274 575000 
Sevenoaks Hi Fi Leeds 0113 2452775 
Sony Centre Wakefield 01924 377856 
Sevenoaks H1 Fi Sheff1eld 0114 2555861 
Scotland 

A Thompson Dunfermline 01383 724541 
Sevenoaks Hi F1 Aberdeen 01224 587070 
Sounds Perfection Dundee 01382 226592 
Sevenoaks Glasgow 0141 3329655 

AlanJames Glasgow 0141 2484434 



NAIM AUDIO COS 
CONTACT 01722 332266 VfflW.naim-audio.com GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND CCCCFJ VALUE CCCFJFJ £1,120.00 

T 
he CDS is Nairn Audio's 

new entry-level CD player, 

based loosely on the CDS. 

-- A one-box design, the 

transport mechanism and 18-bit D/ A 

converters are from that well-known 

electronics megalith, Philips. As usual 

Naim Audio eschews off-the-shelf 

solutions, so there is no motorised 

loading drawer, just a finely engi

neered swing out loader that con

tains the mechanism and a small 

magnetic puck which is manually 

positioned on top of the disc. Other 

idiosyncrasies include a DIN output 

socket instead of phonos (adaptor 

leads are available), a stripped-down 

display that shows either track num

bers or timings, and no digital output. 

The CDS is incompatible with CD

RWs, and I had a spot of trouble 

playing some of my CD-Rs, which 

probably has more to do with their 

condition than the Naim's abilities. 

Faced with all this idiosyncrasy, it 

almost comes as a surprise to discov

er that rudimentary remote control is 

available using a system handset sup

plied. Less surprisingly, an upgrade 

path is available with the ability to 

plug in Flat-Cap, Hi-Cap or Super-Cap 

power supplies. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Previous experience of the Naim has 

proved its musical value in various sur

roundings, but there is no pretending 

that it is as strictly neutral as many will 

feel entitled to at this price, though 

cost is merely moderate by Nairn stan

dards. In fact, the CDS is slightly but 

unmistakably coloured and lacking 

transparency, and there are players 

with greater resolution at half the 

price. But where this player scores is in 

its ability to deliver a musical result 

with untrammelled physical structure 

and vitality, and with the kind of three 

THE LAB REPORT 

THE GUTS OF THE CDS ARE 

clearly based on the earlier CD3.5 

(see HFC 188). Indeed, though 

both Roksan's latest Caspian and 

Nairn's CD5 are based around the 

same hybrid technology TDA 1305 

DAC, Naim appears to have the 

upper hand in its implementation. 

Roksan wins out with a 1 07.5dB 

SIN ratio over Nairn's 1 02.5dB, but 

the CD5 has lower distortion 

through the crucial mid band 

frequencies at all signal levels 

(including 0.0008% re. 1kHz/ 

OdBFs). Low-level linearity is about 

as good as it gets with the 

TDA 1305, with errors of just +0.0/ 

-0.5dB over a full1 OOdB range. 

Jitter, too, is squeezed to an 

insignificant 180psec while its 

proprietary analogue output stage 

is capable of driving the wildest 

of interconnect designs. Indeed, 

Naim's special 7-pole filter not 

only provides a slight (-0.6dB) 

treble roll-off but it also bites very 

deeply into the sort of ultrasonic 

noise that can cause an unpleas

ant harsh and grainy sound with 

some amplifiers. 

CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

HI·FICHOICE RECOMMENDED I 

dimensional attributes that are more 

normally associated with the analogue 

high-end. 

But in the cut and thrust of a com

parative test such as this, where 

departures from neutrality tend to be 

quickly homed in on, the CD5 was 

identified by the panel as "unsubtle" 

and as producing a "commercial 

sound" (Handel and Diana Krall). 

Another panellist, while praising the 

CD5's weighty sound, also pointed to 

the way the player was perceived to 

rush through the Diana Krall track in 

particular. In another presentation, 

the player was accused of "midband 

congestion" and of a "lack of con

trol", though one dissenter described 

it as "very communicative". 

The Naim features a slightly idio

syncratic design, and an equally 

characteristic sound. 

CONCLUSION 

There is clearly more than one view 

on this player, and we would argue 

that there is merit on both sides. 

There are players out there with more 

accuracy, clinical or otherwise, and 

some of the physical limitations- the 

basic display, the lack of a digital out

put and so on- will be significant in 

many situations. But its train-like 

inevitability and the enormous 

dynamic certainties it brings to its 

task provide an authentic glimpse of 

what it is all about. Recommended, 

subject to audition. 

"THE NAIM IS ABLE TO DELIVER MUSIC 
WITH UNTRAMMELLED PHYSICAL 
STRUCTURE AND VITALITY" 



LIVING VOICE 
Auditorium Series 

Auditorium 
Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy 

"This is an exceptionally subtle loudspeaker, maintaining fUndamentally 
correct acoustic perspectives and tonality alongside a lively expressiveness 
and considerable delicacy and transparency 

The £1500 Living Voice Auditorium has clearly been designed by someone 
who puts a passion for music ahead of marketing hype." 

Auditorium Avatar 
Hi-Fi Plus Editor's Review 

Listening with the Avatar, you can hear much farther into the timbral 
identity of instruments. Music is richer and weightier, with greater substance 
and presence. lt also displays much more impressive dynamic discrimination 
and sophistication . ... the whole sequence occurs in a single acoustic space 
and texture, whose quality is stable under even the most extreme assault. 

With the tonal refinement required for acoustic recordings, they still retain 
the dynamic and rhythmic qualities so vital to rock. pop and jazz. 

The Avatar is a supremely sf..:i/ful balancing act. 

Auditorium Avatar OBX-R 
Hi-Fi Choice Editor's Choice 

"The attention to detail that has gone into the Avatar OBX-R is what makes it 
stand out from the crowd. 

The music you love, whatever it may be, gets that bit more engrossing when 
you hear it through these speakers. 

If you really want to hear what's going on in your music collection, if you want 
to hear the precise level of individual notes, the exact timbre of specific 
instruments and the location of live recordings, get a great valve amp, a superb 
source and a pair of these loudspeakers. . .. they'll turn you into the raving music 
nut that got you started on hi-fi in the first place. " 

Tel: 44 (0)115 973 3222 Fax: 44 (0)115 973 3666 

website: www.Iivingvoice.co.u.k email: shout@Jivingvoice.co.u.k 

definitive audio 
Living Voice · Lowther • Vitavox • Electrofluidics • Art Audio • Border Patrol 

Canary • DNM • MF • Sugden • Wavac • Western Electric • Resolution Audio 
Wadia • Michell • Notl'm Analogue • SME • Ortofon • Van den Hul 

... land of opportunity and adventure ... 

Definitive Audio is the most highly acclaimed audio specialist 
in the country. We have been featured in specialist journals, 
underground fanzines, high circulation glossies and several 
radio programmes. 

Jason Kennedy - "Every time I visit Definitive Audio the systems 
sound better and better" ... "The result is staggering." 

Paul Messenger - "Definitive Audio has the crucial X factor that 
makes a good system great". 

Alan Si reo m - " .. .few dealers stock this combination of 
components ... I have encountered few systems that sound as 
good as this one- at any price ... In ten years time you'll still be 
grateful!" 

For a unique and positive audio experience that is as 
reassuring as it is refreshing, call us on: 0115 9733 222 

We are situated 1 mile from Junction 25, M1. 

Sale of part exchanged and ex-dem items 

Wadia 860x CD Player 
Living Voice Auditorium. HFC best buy· immaculate 
Living Voice Avatar- cherry. Slight second. 
Border Patrol 3008 SE (Western Electric valves) 
Border Patrol Power supply for valve amplifiers 
Cary 805c 845 30watt SE monas 
Linn LP12 with Avondale PSU 
Hadcock Tonearm- 1 NEW, 1 used 
Nottingham Analogue Foot tonearm. 12" carbon fibre 
unipivot. NEW 
Spaghetti hoops (tall tin) 
Nottingham Analogue Space Deck Ex Dem 
Wilson Benesch Full Circle TT with 0.5 tonearm 
Ortofon MC750 cartridge • less than 50 hours use 
Croft Series 5 monas 
Audio Innovations Series 500 line integrated ·classic 
Audio Innovations Series BOO Anniversary (silver circuit) 
Audio Innovations 2"" Audio monas. 2A3 Triodes 
Art Audio Concerto 30watt valve line integrated amplifier 
Art Audio Quintet monas 
Unison Research Simply 4 valve line integrated amplifier 
Cary 3008 SEI triode line integrated amplifier 
Audio Note ANSP silver speaker cable 2x 3m sets 
Snell Types, Jll and Ell- including Pirate stands 

Sale 

£5900 
£900 

£2000 
£3300 

£400 
£3900 

£190 
£400/£300 

New 

£7200 
£1500 
£2500 
£4500 

£595 
£8500 
£1300 

£600 

£500 £900 
5p 73p 

£490 £750 
£900 £2000 
£900 £2000 
£590 £1400 
£450 £1200 
£650 £1550 
£800 £3000 

£1600 £2450 
£1900 £2900 

£790 £1600 
£1700 £4000 

£900 £2100 
£550 I £700 

AMEX VISA MASTERCARD 
.Tel 0115 973 3222 Fax 0115 973 3666 

internet: www.definitiveaudio.co.uk email: shout@deflnitiveaudio.co.uk 
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ROKSAN CASPIAN 
CONTACT 020 8900 6801 www.roksan.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

3_ SOUND CCC VALUE CCCC £895.00 

-

---

A recent upgrade has further 

aligned the Caspian 

towards the audiophile 

market. lt remains unfeasi

bly heavy, and its articulated door 

mechanism still slides out to allow 

access to the loader. But there have 

been some minor improvements to its 

operation, and the suspension has 

also been softened. 

There are new, higher quality capaci

tors and resistors, but the main 

change is to the D/A board. Still 

based on the Philips TDA 1305 hybrid 

DAC, this is a new, double-sided 

version with its own rectification and 

power supplies- the original received 

power down a long, shielded cable. 

Finally, the analogue filters have been 

improved, with a faster output atten

uation starting a little later above 

20kHz to reduce its effect on the 

audio band, and produce smoother 

stop band attenuation. 

Other improvements include some 

to the master clock, which is said to 

be more stable and to produce faster 

leading edges in an effort to reduce 

jitter, while the output op-amp has 

been changed from a Philips-sourced 

NE5532 to an apparently superior 

quality part from Burr Brown. The 

player. which will reproduce CD-R 

discs but not CD-RWs, has an electri

cal digital output and remote control. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Something of the character of the 

original Caspian survives in a strong, 

bold musical presentation, though 

one listener felt it was "a tad sterile", 

another that it made music "by 

rote", and a third that it was "over

lit, antiseptic and scrubbed". On the 

other hand, it was also decreed to be 

"really good to listen to: well defined, 

with tremendous voice reproduction 

and separation of instruments". The 

THE LAB REPORT 

DESPITE SHARING THE same 

chassis and hybrid TDA 1305 DAC as 

the Caspian tested way back in HFC 

169, this latest issue utilises a new 

power supply, analogue board and 

filter stage. The power-supply and 

hum-induced jitter that boosted the 

earlier model's jitter to 650psec is 

removed, cleaning up its bass per

formance, though the overall figure 

of 685psec is just as high thanks to 

an increase in data-induced compo

nents! New op-amps have not 

reduced the wide 1 07dB S/N ratio, 

though distortion has increased 

very slightly from, typically, 0.002% 

to 0.008% at 20kHz. Otherwise, the 

low 0.0015% THD at 1kHz is 

slightly better than that obtained 

with the earlier Caspian. The 2.0V 

output and channel balance are 

improved while the response is also 

slightly flatter with a -0.4dB dip at 

20kHz instead of -1.0dB. Other 

parameters, including the 63dB 

rejection of stopband images are 

defined by the DAC, though the rel

atively poor+ 1.0/-2.1 dB errors in 

low-level linearity could be 

improved. 

criticisms were mostly related to its 

use with the Lavardin, and make 

points that could be laid at the door 

of the amplifier itself, suggesting a 

lack of mutual synergy. 

From listening during the hands-on 

tests, the Caspian is indeed a bold, 

dynamic sounding CD player. and it 

has what appears to be a new-found 

subtlety and expressiveness - though 

it doesn't quite match the best of 

breed, like the less costly Marantz 

CD6000 Kl. For all its undoubted 

strengths, the Caspian still sometimes 

seems to be doing things by num

bers, no pun intended. it has indeed 

improved over the years since its 

launch, though not quite in step with 

the marketplace as a whole. 

l The new audiophile-friendly 
Caspian features a host of circuit 
upgrades to improve the sound. 

CONCLUSION 

The iMac-like translucent coloured 

remote control looks out of place 

with a product that is otherwise as 

sober as a judge, but this shouldn't 

deter owners of original specifica

tion Caspian players, who can 

upgrade for about £180 plus car

riage. These people will certainly be 

well-served by doing so. For those 

purchasers starting from scratch, 

the new Caspian costs the same as 

the original, disproving the maxim 

that there is no such thing as a 

free lunch. 

"FOR ALL ITS STRENGTHS, THE CASPIAN 
STILL SOMETIMES SEEMS TO BE DOING 
THINGS BY NUMBERS" 

march 2001 I www.hifichoice.co.uk I HI·FI CHOICE I 67 



THE BEST OF 

BOTH WORLDS 
Audio Excellence and Audio T have joined forces to 
bring you the benefits and security of buying from a 
larger dealer, yet each of our stores is run as an 
individual specialist shop. Our staff are enthusiastic and 
friendly, with the knowledge and experience to satisfy 
your expectations. Plus, we haven't forgotten that 
buying hi-fi should be as much fun as listening to it! 

CUSTOM INSTALLATION 

If you want your Hi-Fi equipment neatly and attractively 
integrated into your home we can plan out the system 
to be installed, the choice 
of the equipment to be used, where it will be installed 
in your home and how it will be 
connected. Call us for advice on how you can enjoy 
music all round your home. 

• 55 YEARS JOINT EXPERIENCE 

• 3 YEAR GUARANTEE ON HI-FI SEPARATES 

• FULL DEMONSTRATION FACILITIES 

• PRICE PROMISE 

• 10 DAY EXCHANGES 

• 30 DAY NO COST PENALT Y UPGRADES 
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• HOME LOANS AND HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 

• EVENING DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT 

For your FREE copy of MUSIC AT HOME, 
The Ultimate Guide 2001 
fREEPHQNE 0500 101501 (quote ref HFC3) 
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include: 

Not all products 
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every shop so 
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your local branch 
before travelling 

*Subject to status. 
Written details on 
request 



ROTEL RCD-991 
CONTACT 01908 317707 www.rotel.com GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND tU.'JDDD VALUE DDDDD £825.00 

T 
his is an imposing, heavy

weight unit, with a sober 

but businesslike appearance. 

-- The digital clockwork 

includes a 20 bit Burr Brown PCM-

63P D/A converter and an HDCD

compatible Pacific Microsonics PMD-

1 00 Sx digital filter. In addition, the 

RCD·991 includes switchable dither 

levels, a feature it shares with the Linn 

Sondek CD 12 which happens to use 

the same digital filter, though many 

Sony players have a variable coeffi

cient digital filter which has a similar 

effed. Intriguingly, the optical and 

eledrical digital outputs can be 

switched off, and the analogue output 

is available in standard unbalanced 

form, and also in AES/EBU balanced 

form, presumably to satisfy US market 

requirements. Although not officially 

compatible with CD-RWs, the test 

sample had no problems with them, 

along with standard CD-Rs. 

The RCD-991 was tested in issue 

195 and has been included again as 

a reference player, though this time 

we're testing the newer, slightly 

altered AE version, re-voiced for con

tinental Europe (see The Lab Reporf). 

Like the other models in this test, it 

was auditioned 'blind' during the 

listening sessions 

SOUND QUALITY 

The last time we looked at this 

model, it emerged largely unscathed 

from the listening tests and received 

a Best Buy commendation. This time, 

in the context of a stronger group, 

there was some toning down in the 

panel's level of enthusiasm. When it 

was used with the Densen Beat 

pre/power amplifier, it was written off 

by one as "muffled, boomy and ill

defined" and by another as "power

ful. but with little bass discrimina

tion". Working on the rule of thumb 

THE LAB REPORT 

RE-VOICED FOR THE continental 

European market, the AE version of 

Rotel's RCD-991 still employs Burr

Brown's costly PCM63P 20-bit 

DACs with a separate HDCD filter 

and programmable dither facility. 

The specific jitter sidebands that 

afflicted the RCD-991 (see HFC 

193), albeit at a very low level, are 

now removed by the RCD-991 AE, 

reducing the total jitter to 160psec. 

Dither setting No.4 is appropriate 

for these multi bit DACs where THD 

is reduced from, for example, 

0.25% to 0.13% at 1 kHz/-60dBFs. 

There is a decrease in 5/N ratio from 

113dB to 111 dB in-band as a result 

of the applied dither. However, 

there is a more significant increase 

in ultrasonic noise that may well 

outweigh the positive effects of 

lowerTHD with some amplifiers. 

Compared with the original RCD-

991, the AE's response is marginally 

flatter but channel balance and 

separation are no less impressive. 

DAC and filter-related parameters 

such as the 1 06dB stopband rejec

tion and +0.0/-0.SdB errors in 

low-level linearity are unchanged. 

CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

HI·FICHOICE RECOMMENDED I 

that perceived bass problems often 

have their roots in treble shortcom

ings, there was an edge with some of 

the dither settings when used with 

the Densen amplifier that was less 

apparent with the Lavardin. This edge 

was virtually absent with the Marantz 

PM7000 used for much of the hands

on testing, which in essence con

firmed the panel's view, and under

lined the importance of choosing the 

matching amplifier with some care. 

The other issue that needs explor

ing is the choice of an appropriate 

digital filter setting, which can yield 

subtle but worthwhile differences in 

the personality of the sound, helping 

it fit the system it is used with. As 

before, I'm predisposed to the lower 

The Rotel has a number of digital 
filter settings to enable you to 
find your perfect sound. 

numbered settings, the higher ones 

generally sounding a little uneven 

and sometimes edgy. The standard 

setting, the default, is audibly the 

most balanced, and the one that 

works most transparently with the 

widest range of material. But remem

ber to turn the digital outputs off. 

CONCLUSION 

On balance, advancing standards 

undermine the case for a Best Buy. 

But under favourable conditions it is 

still a Recommended player, one of 

the heavyweights in every sense. 

"IN THE CONTEXT OF A STRONGER GROUP, 
THERE WAS SOME TONING DOWN IN THE 
PANEL'S LEVEL OF ENTHUSIASM" 
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CONCLUSIONS 

0 
ur 11 players represent a fair cross-section 
of the action in upmarket players. Without 
the budget and high end, what's left 
belongs broadly in the mainstream, though 
one or two models are pushing the bound

aries. The absurdly named EZO Fog Stage 3 is a case in 
point, with a level of almost wilful idiosyncrasy that is 
normally exclusively associated with the esoteric elite. 
The Marantz CD6000 KI and the Arcam CD72 on the 
other hand are relatively affordable, and are clearly 
aimed at the broadest possible market. 

Nearest to the budget sector, the Arcam CD72 is basi
cally an Arcam Alpha 7SE decanted into new packag
ing. There are some technical improvements, and 

CD PLAYERS AT A GLANCE 

MAKE ARCAM ARCAM AUDIO NOTE CYRUS DENSEN 
MODEL (072 (092 COT ZERO + DAC ONE.I X (07 8-400 

PRICE £399.90 £849.90 £1,298.00 £800.00 £1,280.00 

SOUND tUlDDD t1tlt1DD t1t1t1t1D t1t1t1t1D aaaaa 
VALUE tlrltiDD f.U.UlDD t1t1t1t1D aaaca acaaa 

CONCLUSION A credible newcomer, but Sharper and u.etler than An easy and vivid Smooth and transparent Needs refinement, but 
by no means the best in the CD72, and altogether performer that worked player, with bold - but gives an lmpressiwly big 
the group. more sophisticated. -ally weU with all our not too bold - dynamics. sound nonetheless. 

reference amps. 

GUARANTEE 2YRS 2YRS 2YRS IYR 3YRS 

THE LAB REPORT 

LOW DISTORTION? 1111111 11111111 11 1111111 Ill 
L OW JITIER? 1111111 111111 111111 1111111 11 
WIDE DYNAMIC 111111 11111 111111 111111 11 RANGE? 

EFFECTIVE DIGITAL 11111 111111111 I 1'1111 111111 FILTER? 

OVERALL 111111 1111111 Ill I 111111 Ill RATING 

MEASUREMENTS 

CHANNEL SEPARATION@ 1KHZ 102dB 106dB BSdB 107dB llldB 

FREQ. RESPONSE @ lOHVlOKHZ ·D.1dBI-O.IdB O.OdB/+0.1 dB -4.6dBI·S.75dB O.OdBI-O.ldB +0.1dB/-0.6d8 

THD VS. LEVEL. ·90 DBFS @ 1KHZ 3.2% 2.1% 26.S% 2.8% 12.1% 

OUTPUT LEVEL llR 2.24V12.23V 2.3SVI2.34V 3.5V/3.6V 2.11Vf2.09V 2.68V/2.68V 

SIN RATIO (AWTD) 10J.Sd8 96.6dB 104dB 103.1d8 88.6<18 

TOTAL CORRELATED JITIER 150p� 245psec 150psec 155ps.ec 1910psec 
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CD PLAYERS BENCH TEST 

ALVIN GOLD COMES BLINKING INTO THE LIGHT, BEARING HIS TEST FINDINGS ... 

performance is much as you might expect, except for a 
certain energy that made the Alpha 7 buzz. Our guess 
is that it was toned down to suit likely amplifiers and 
speakers it will be used with, and to make room for the 
RingDAC-€quipped CD92, an altogether more analyti
cal animal calculated to appeal to the audiophile. The 
Marantz treads a middle path here: it has a refinement 
quite unusual at the price, without much loss of analy
sis -a great all-rounder. The Cyrus CD7 and Rotel RCD-
991 also slot into this territory, with the Cyrus offering 
similar virtues to the Marantz. and the Rotel deliver
ing something bolder and sometimes brasher. 

Next come the recently imp roved Roksan Caspian 
and the Linn Genki. While neither is as immediately 

EZO LINN MARANTZ 
FOG STAGE 3 GENKI CD6000 Kl 

£1,170.00 £995.00 £499.90 

aaacc 1'.11'.1131'.10 131'.11'.1r.11'.1 
aaacc aaacc r.1r.11'.11'.11'.1 
OddbaU player's satJnd flexible, _.-ful player WeU-rounded package 
depends on its filter which extracts the best susUtns its high prke 
settings, and foils to from CDs. through Impressive 
impress. performance. 

3YRS 2YRS 2YRS 

Ill I 1111111 11111111 

111111 11111 111111 

Ill I 111111 1111111 

11111111 111111 Ill I 

11111 111111 1111111 

102dB 104d8 104d8 

-1.6d81-0.ldB O .OdBI-O.JdB O.OdBI-O.ZSdB 

4.0% 3.5% 2.9% 

0.639V/0.636V 2.03Vf2.05V l.01V/1.97V 

99.5d8 100.5dB lOJ.JdB 

25Spsec SWpsec 

likeable as the Marantz or the Cyrus, both offer a vital, 

engaging standard of music making. 

Further honours are shared between four talented 

and variously odd ball models. The Ezo model offers 

some wonderfully subtle music making if care is taken 

over set-up, combined with an almost unusable user 

interface. The Densen is almost as odd, but its perform

ance is too uneven to recommend wholeheartedly. The 

Nairn Audio CD5 is wonderfully eccentric, but despite 

some coloration it comes across, at least to some, as 

one of the liveliest and most realistic sounding players 

around. Finally, the Audio Note is technically very odd 

indeed, but comes across as the unlikely straight man: 

it's just a thoroughly likeable player. 

CD PLAYERS AT A GLANCE 

NAIM AUDIO ROKSAN ROTEL MAKE 
cos CASPIAN RCD-991 MODEL 

£1,120.00 £895.00 £825.00 PRICE 

r.11'.11'.11'.1C aaacc aaaac SOUND 

aaaca aaaac a r.u.n:u:.1 VALUE 

Characteristic sound, but Bold, dynamic player, A heavyweight player in CONCLUSION 
generallyimpresstw but no match for the every sense. but not 
performance glw this best In this test. quite one of the best 
Recommendation. here. 

2YRS 2YRS 2YRS GUARANTEE 

THE LAB REPORT 

11111 Ill I 111111 LOW DISTORTION? 

1111111 Ill I 1111111 LOW JITIER? 

111111 11111111 111111111 WIDE DYNAMIC 
RANGE? 

Ill I Ill I 11111111 EFFECTIVE DIGITAL 
FILTER? 

1111111 11111 1111111 OVERALL 
RATING 

MEASUREMENTS 

105d8 lOJdB 104d8 CHANNEL SEPARAnON @ 1KHZ 

-O.ld81-0.6d8 O.Od81-0.4d8 O.OdBI-O.JSdB FREQ. RESPONSE @ 20HZ/20KHZ 

4.5% 12.0% 2.5% THDVS.lfVEl·90 dBFS@ 1KHZ 

2.16Vf2.14V 2.0V/2.0V 1.96V/1.96V OUTPUT LEVEL, UR 

102.SdB 107.5dB 111-114dB SIN RATIO IA.WTD) 

68Spsec 160pse< lOTAl. CORRElATED JfTTER 
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NEW TECHNOLOGY SATELLITE RADIO 

KEEP WATCHING 

THE SKIES! 
REG WILLIAMSON EXPLAINS WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT 

TO HEAR FROM THE NEW WIRELESS FRONTIER THAT IS 

EUROPE'S DIGITAL SATELLITE RADIO NETWORK. 

0 
ne of the best kept secrets 

from all who enjoy music is 

the vast selection of high 

quality radio stations accessi

ble to anyone with a suitable 

satellite dish and tuner. (And 

I don't mean a Sky digibox, which for 

most folk in the UK means 'digital TV' 

and radio and a subscription to Sky.) 

What's more, all of it is free and in most 

cases, not too far removed from CD qual

ity. Not one penny do you have to pay 

other than the initial outlay on a suit-

able receiver. 

GETTING SET UP 

before starting on this adventure. You 

can't just set up your own satellite dish 

from scratch and hope for the best. It is 

essential to find an experienced dish rig

ger- and that isn't as easy as you might 

think. 

LEMON FRESH RADIO 

Once equipped, the next choice is a 

tuner and there is only one worth con

sidering for this job- the Lemon 

Volksbox. It is still the only one that cov

ers everything in all broadcast formats, 

including ADR. U nfortunately, the com

pany ran into financial problems last 

year, but it has since been bought out by 

a company in Luxembourg and a new 

model is due on the market at some 

point this year. More importantly, whilst 

in Munich in September last year I made 

contact with possibly the largest sup

plier of satellite hardware in Europe 

(www.satshop.de) and discovered to my 

delight that it had a large stock of the 

company's latest model, the Volksbox 

2000. Not only is it willing to supply any-

information on the club's webpages 

(members.nbci.comfvolksbox). 

A CLASSICAL SELECTION 

So what delights await the music lover 

once the system's all set up? At the risk 

of offending those interested in more 

contempory material (whose tastes are 

well catered for as well), my own leaning 

is for the classics. As I write this, we have 

reached the end of the Festival season in 

Europe- and what delights there have 

been. Dominant amongst the major fes

tivals is the one in Schleswig-Holstein, 

Germany. It began early in July with 

what appears to be a tradition, a per

formance of Bruckner's 8th Symphony 

conducted by GunterWand, who I 

regard as the greatest interpreter of the 

composer. It was relayed live on TV as 

well as radio from Lubeck's magnificent 

concert hall. Sadly, it was a disappoint

ment. The North German Radio 

Symphony Orchestra was playing on 

autopilot most of the time, Wand's con

siderable years probably being to blame. 

The final concert was also carried live 

on TV, but it was a complete conn·ast. 

The same orchestra, playing in the 

sumptuous surroundings ofKeiler 

Schloss, was this time under a conductor 

I increasingly admire- former pianist 

Christoph Eschenbach. The programme 

began with a performance ofStrauss' 

Four Last Songs by American soprano 

Renee Fleming, who performs under the 

Digital radio uses a so-called lossy digi

tal compression system known as MPEG 

Layer Two, usually referred to as MP2. 

Most of the time it is excellent and will 

satisfY all but the dedicated enthusiast. 

A few satellite radio broadcasters cling 

on to good old analogue, which isn't 

bad since it uses a noise reduction sys

tem similar to Dol by B, called Wegener 

Panda. But where are these stations? 

Have your dish point towards 19.20 and 

130 degrees East and there, largely neg

lected by radio and TV listeners and 

viewers in the UK, is a complex of satel

lites, 12 in all, pouring out goodies 

from all over Europe and parts of the 

Middle East. 

"THERE IS ONLY ONE TUNER WORTH CONSIDERING -
THE LEMON VOLKSBOX, THE ONLY ONE THAT COVERS 
EVER YTHING IN ALL BROADCAST FORMATS." 

These are the Asn·a 1 and Eutelsat 

Hotbirds. Astra also carries its own 

unique digital radio system called Astra 

Digital Radio or ADR, in addition to the 

accepted standard for DVB sound, 

MPEG2. Designed largely for the German 

market, it does nevertheless carry up to 

86 stations covering all musical tastes. A 

tuner exclusively for ADR can be pur

chased direct from Germany for about 

£100, but I would recommend a tuner 

that is more versatile, one that will 

receive all types, analogue as well as digi

tal TV and radio. One such does exist, 

but we'll get to that in a minute. First, 

you have one problem to overcome 
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one in the UK but they'll also give a 

year's guarantee. The Volksbox is 

designed purely for what is known as 

Free to Air transmission or FT A. but the 

new model will contain provision for 

cards, via what are known as 

Conditional Access Modules. The price of 

the 2000 is around £335, including VAT 

and carriage. (Payment must be made by 

electronic transfer- your bank should 

be able to help.) It is beautifully 

designed, fully microprocessor-con

trolled and it may be updated by pro

grammes published on the Web. The 

Volksbox also has its own club with 

enthusiasts offering their own update 

same conductor on a CD of Strauss 

Heroines. This was a real emotional expe

rience and, clearly, Fleming will go on to 

become one of Richard Strauss' great 

interpreters. The rest of the concert was 

composed ofMahler's 5th Symphony, 
conducted by Eschenbach. A memorable 

end to a fine festival. 

There were, of course, many other vis

its to concerts and recitals held at vari

ous venues throughout the region, some 

live, some recorded. Particularly impres

sive was a concert performance of 

Beethoven's only opera, Fidelio, with the 

MDR orchestra under Fabio Luisi from 

the Gewandhaus in Leipzig. As always C> 
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<] there were visits of foreign orchesu·as, 

including our own BBC Symphony. 

However, we also had the chance to hear 

(and see, on occasion) the Cleveland 

Symphony Orchestra, the New York 

Philharmonic and the Houston 

Symphony Orchestra, the latter also con

ducted by Eschenbach. 

These visitors also appeared at other 

festivals, such as the Rheingau. This gave 

the keen music lover the opportunity to 

hear new music, such as a remarkable 

performance by Emmanuel Axe of the 

Piano Concerto by John Adams -now, 

without doubt, the doyen of American 

composers. 

Aside from the European Festivals, 

which were broadcast almost every day 

on digital radio, the Italian channel 

Radio Due has been occasionally broad

casting operas at the weekends. The 

Salzburg Festival got regular radio cover

age. mostly live, on OEl, the main 

Austrian public service channel. While 

on Austrian TV, there was a fine per

formance of Berlioz' rarely performed 

opera Les Troyens at Carthage. 
Then there is the famous Bayreuth 

Festival, for lovers ofWagner. Every 

opera has been broadcast, including 

Parsifal, and the whole of the Ring Cycle 

went out live. Apart from the final opera 

Gotterdammerung, all were magnificent. 

The Twilight of the Gods demonstrated once 

more that the world is badly in need of 

'heldentenors'. Even so, Wagner fans, 

make sure you don't miss out on any 

more! 

CHOICE STATIONS 
What stations would I rate the highest? 

Certainly, Bavaria's Bayern 4. The pro

gramme output is usually of high quali

ty and it features the most live (uberu·a

gung) concerts. There is also the fine 

Bayern Rundfunk Orchesu·a, which 

plays to a very high standard. The trans

missions are available on both ADR and 

the standard DVB. Not far behind is 

Deutschland Radio Berlin. which car-

SATELLITE RADIO NEW TECHNOLOGY 

ries not only selected transmissions 

from throughout Germany but also reg

ular broadcasts -both live and recorded 

(aufnahme)- from the Berlin 

Philharmonic. Again, this channel is 

available on both ADR and DVB. I rate 

West Deutsch Rundfunk 3 equally high

ly, along with Nor Deutscher Rundfunk 

3. Again, all are accessible on DVB as 

well as ADR. The remaining 24, a list of 

which I keep beside my tuner, are not to 

be sniffed at. Whilst many are virtually 

wall-to-wall CDs, ideal for background 

listening. some like France Musique or 

Swiss Classics, also do regular concerts. 

Most of these are only accessible on 

DVB. You will soon discover that Friday 

night is music night, and you'll be 

spoiled for choice. 

But how do you find out what's on? In 

the case of most foreign transmissions, 

especially German radio, you can call up 

the teletext for the associated regional 

TV transmission. Most details are given 

by the day. The Web is also a good source 

Amongst them are gems, such as every 

broadcast concert that Celibidache con

ducted; but often due to age, one has to 

accept a lower 'fi' for the programme 

content. Personally, I am more than will

ing to do that. The MPEG Layer 2 encod

ing format is, at its best, more than 

adequate for me. 

POINTED QUESTIONS 
And so for the last question: "If! have a 

system pointing atAstra 1 and Eutelsat 

Hotbird satellite complexes, what do I 

have to do if! want BBC R3? Do I need a 

Sky Digibox?" The answer to the first 

part is to add a third offset universal LNB 

to the dish and point it at the Astra satel

lite carrying Sky programmes at 28.0 

East-a competent rigger can do this 

using a device called DisEqc (which is 

needed if more than one LNB is fitted). 

To the second part, the answer is a defi

nite No. Digiboxes are notorious for 

being difficult to programme to any

thing other than Sky stations, so avoid 

uTHE WHOLE OF THE RING CYCLE WENT OUT LIVE, 
AND ALL WERE MAGNIFICENT. WAGNER FANS, 
MAKE SURE YOU DON'T MISS OUT ON ANY MORE!" 

and a listing of sites is available from me 

by e-mail (but don't all ask at once, 

please!). 

STEAM-POWERED RADIO 
There is also a weekly magazine called 

Dampf Radio (Steam Radio) available by 

mail order fi·om Germany. This covers 

all the German stations, one Swiss and 

one Austrian. It's costly, but I find it 

worth it at DM174 for six months; that's 

about £58 at the current rate of 

exchange. Payment has to be by elec

tronic transfer again. 

Sound quality? Well, like any broadcast 

signal, it is never wholly consistent and 

depends upon whether the u·ansrnission 

is home-grown or has to travel through 

the inter-Europe programme network 

(which is. of course, fully digital now). It 

also depends a great deal on the original 

source material. Generally, though, the 

occasions when things are not quite 

right are relatively rare. So, one has to 

make allowances. All the German sta

tions have exceptionally large archives, 

which they draw upon frequently. 

them. Most other tuners can be pro

grammed to get all the public service 

radio stations that are not encrypted (as 

is the case with some TV stations). The 

Volksbox is exceptionally easy to pro

gramme, and it features an autoscan fea

ture to look for any new stations. If BBC 

Parliamentary coverage turns you on, 

you can get that. But for everything else, 

you need a smart card, which is free- for 

the time being. But sadly, to the best of 

my knowledge, even though you might 

eventually have a tuner with a Common 

Access slot, a Common Access Module 

(or CAM) is not available to take Sky's 

Videoguard de-encryption cards. All 

other encryption systems throughout 

Europe have CAMs freely available. You 

even need them for public service sta

tions such as the BBC. I gather from the 

ITC that legislation is being sought to get 

around what is a monopolist situation. 

So, does all this whet your appetite? 

Watch this space for more! In the mean

time, if you have any questions, then feel 

free to contact me via email: 

regwilliamson@beeb.net 
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Advertisement 

ars 

Paul Messenger explains why you should visit an independent specialist 
dealer if you are searching for real hi-fi satisfaction 

Why use a specialist hi-fi 

dealer? The short answer is 

because he knows one hell of 

a lot more about hi-fi than you 

do. And if you've gone to the 

trouble of picking up a 

specialist magazine on the 

subject, you're obviously 

interested in something rather 

more than a mini system from 

the nearest electrical 

superstore. 

STAR QUALITIF�S 

value for money***** 

serv1ce 
facilities 

verdict 

***** 
***** 

You've probably bought this magazine for 

one of two reasons. You're looking for 

advice (presumably unbiased and good) on 

choosing and using your hi-fi system, and/ 

or you're checking out the ads to decide 

where to go and buy it. 

The independent specialist dealer 

doesn't know everything, and he doesn't 

know much about you, but if music's an 
important part of your life, he's the only guy 

around who's able (and hopefully willing) to 
help you choose the equipment which will 

give you the best long term satisfaction. 

Power of the Press 

Dealers sometimes moan to me about the 

power of the press, and the disproportion

ate influence of its 'Best Buy' and multi-star 

ratings. Well, I've been in the press for 
twentysomething years, and still feel more 

ignorant than powerful. 

The more I mess around with hi-fi gear, 

the more I become aware of our lack of real 

understanding of the subtleties involved, 

and the more I appreciate the importance of 

the dealer's skills and experience, in 

bringing together components so that the 

whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 

We hacks get paid to write words, often 

about components in isolation, because 
individual product reviews are still the staple 

diet of the press. They can sometimes 

provide a useful guide to the way a product 

performs, but only under the particular 

circumstances in which the review was 
conducted. 

The hi-fi reviewer attempts, with varying 

degrees of success, to evaluate a particular 

component, and find something interesting 

(and hopefully positive) to say about it. 

That's about the end of it, and it's on to the 

next product. 

The magazine prints the review, and that 

very process magically confers a measure 

of authority. Experienced hi-fi enthusiasts, 
who read reviews over a period of years 

and try out various products themselves, 

soon start to realise the limitations of that 

approach. Some reviews are better than 

others, but none can get to grips with the 

real heart of the problem - whether a given 

product will improve your musical satisfac

tion, in your system and your room. 

The Role of the Dealer 

The dealer's role is very different, and 

potentially much more valuable. He has the 

chance to talk one-on-one. If he's good at 

his job, he'll use that opportunity to find out 

what you as an individual are looking (or 

listening) for. 

His motivation is very different too. Sure 

he wants to make a sale. That's the 

lifeblood of any shop. But he also knows 
that if something he sells really does deliver 

long term satisfaction, there's a very good 
chance you'll come back again to see if he 

can repeat the trick some time in the future. 



If you go into a shop and demand a 

particular CD player, on the basis that it got 

seven stars (out of five) in last month's 

magazines, the shop will probably simply 

take the line of least resistance and sell it to 

you. (Or switch-sell you to a similar price 

alternative, if he's fresh out of stock of that 

particular flavour-of-the-month.) 

If you go in and say you're looking for a 

CD player, and want his advice on what to 

choose, things are liable to become more 

interesting. The onus is now on the dealer 

to show what he can do. His first task is to 

ask the right questions to try and get some 

idea of what you might be after. 
Asking the questions is the easy bit. The 

real skill comes in using the information to 

come up with a shortlist of likely 

contenders, and then conducting a 

demonstration so that you have a real 

chance to play a central role in the decision 

making process. 

Putting together a successful hi-fi 

system might not be as difficult as it was 

twenty or thirty years ago, but it's just as 

easy to make a mess of things. Put the 

'wrong' combination of components 

together and it'll still sound a lot better than 

any cute little mini system package. it might 

even rate a five star review. But it won't 

match the potential of a carefully balanced 

and properly installed system, and it 

certainly won't cater for your own particular 

preferences and personality. 

We British are notoriously 

undiscriminating consumers, at a mass 

market level at least. The majority of the 

population don't even bother to drive a car 
they're thinking of buying, never mind take 

the trouble to listen to hi-fi equipment. 

The majority will therefore end up with 

hyperstore mediocrity, and hi-fi that's about 

as tasty as supermarket bread. But if music 

is an essential ingredient in your daily diet, 

you owe it to yourself to become a member 

of the discriminating minority. 

You know full well that your music 

collection is as individual as your ward

robe, and just as precious too, so it's 
worth taking the time and trouble to search 

out the dealer and equipment that will 

make that collection come alive, and give 

you a new buzz every time you play your 

favourite discs. 

The independent specialist may not beat 

the chain store on price, but he continues to 

thrive in a hostile environment because real 

hi-fi is so much more than a matter of price. 

The people who work in these shops are 

themselves enthusiasts, often with many 

years of experience in meeting customer's 

needs, and the very necessary expertise to 

ensure that the whole thing is properly set 

up to deliver the best results. 

TOP 20 UK SPECIAIJST 111-FI DEALERS 

The better the hi-fi, the more important 

it is to get the fine details right at the 

installation end of things, but even the 

least expensive equipment can be made to 

sound a whole lot better if good care is 

taken over the fine details - the support 

furniture, the cabling, the positioning of 

speakers and so on. 

Without expert assistance even high 

class hi-fi can give mediocre results. With it 

you'll stand a very good chance of ending 

up with something rather more than a 

consumer durable - something which will be 

a source of considerable pleasure and 

genuine emotional satisfaction for decades 

to come. 

I agreed to write this signed piece, irrespec

tive of the specific sponsors, because I 

believe the independent specialist dealer 

plays a vital role in giving customers long 
term hi-fi satisfaction. The views and 

opinions expressed here are my own and 

not necessarily those of Hi-fi Choice. 

Paul Messenger 

The specialist Dealers listed here are 
professional and enthusiastic. Give your 
nearest a ring for a demonstration. 

LONDON • • PHASE 3 HI-FI 
213-21 

-
Tarring Road 

01903 245577 
GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road 
020 7226 5500 

RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
216 Moulsham Street 
01245 265245 

- .. 

AUDIO DESIGNS 
26 High St. 01342 314569 

INFIDELITY 
9 High Street Hampton Wick 
020 8943 3530 

RAYLEIGH HI-FI 
132/4 London Road 
01702 435255 

• : · MARTIN-KLEISER 
278 Htgh Street 
01895 465444 

MIDLANDS 
��,L:WV OVERTURE 
3 Churc Lane 
01295 272158 

SOUN ACADEMY 
152a High Street, Bloxwich 
01922 493499 

• CYMBIOSIS 
6 Hotel St. 0116 262 3754 

CREATIVE AUDIO 
9 Dogpole 01743 241924 

NORTH 
- .  • · AUDIO COUNSEL 

14 Stockport Road 
0161 428 7887 

. .  

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 
184 Fitzwilliam St 
0114 275 6048 

• SOUND ORGANISATION 
2 Gillygate 01904 627108 

SCOTLAND 





PRE/POWER 

AMPLIFIERS 
IN THIS WORLD OF INTEGRATION, SURELY THE TWO-BOX AMP COMBO 

HAS BECOME SOMETHING OF A POINTLESS ODDIT Y? WELL, RICHARD 
BLACK DOESN'T THINK SO, AND ROUNDS UP FIVE PAIRINGS TO PROVE IT. 

y 
ou might be tempted to think that the case for 

separate pre and power amplifiers has 

become weaker since the demise of the LP as 

the primary source component. A sensitive 

phono stage is not necessarily the ideal bedfel

low for a high-power output stage, and is likely to 

benefit from being physically separate. By contrast, a 

modern line--level-only integrated amp is little more 

than a power amp with a selector switch and volume 

control- so why bother splitting the functions? 

For a start, even those simple selector and volume 

functions have the potential to pick up hum and 

interference from a large mains transformer (rela

tively) nearby. But quite apart from electrical reasons, 

there's the simple question of practicality and appear

ance: a high power, high quality integrated amp is 

almost inevitably going to be a large item and not 

everyone wants something like that right in their line 

of sight. A power amp, which has no controls apart 

from a mains switch, can be hidden away while a 

smaller and much more elegant preamp controls 

everything. And although that requires an extra set of 

interconnect leads from pre to power, speaker cables 

can be shorter- very much shorter, if single mono

block power amps are used close to each speaker. 

There's also the issue of upgrading by adding a 

second power amp, be it for bi-amping, bridging 

(using stereo amps as monoblocks) or driving remote 

speakers, which is a doddle with a standalone pre-

amp. And of course there's the flexibility of buying 

pre and power amps from different manufacturers if 

you wish. 

This can result in time--consuming experiments in 

partnering, and for this review we've elected to keep 

single--make pairs together, since that tends to be how 

the majority are used. All the same, input and output 

levels from different makes are quite well standard

ised so it's usually fairly straightforward to mix and 

match. The usual advice about a helpful, well

informed specialist dealer certainly applies here, and 

such folks will usually have selected a handful of 

brands to stock, and will probably have tried most of 

the possible combinations already. 

THE AMPLIFIERS 
8RYSTON 8P20 £1,325.00 

8RYSTON 38-ST ££1,525.00 

CREEK P43R £350.00 

CREEK A43 £798.00 

CYRUS ACA7.5 £700.00 

CYRUS SMART POWER £550.00 

LINN KOLEKTOR £495.00 

LINN LK85 £495.00 

MYRYAD MP100 £599.95 

MYRYAD MA240 £999.95 

THULE SPIRIT PR1508 £699.95 

THULE SPIRIT PA 1508 £899.95 

OTHER EQUIPMENT USED 
Rotel RCD-971 CD player 

Pink Triangle PT Export/ 

SME3091Highphonic MC -A3 turntable 

AT C SCM20 loudspeakers 

Goertz speaker cable 

Custom interconnect cables. 

MUSIC USED 
DURING TESTS 
Mahler/Russian State Symphony 

Orchestra/Svetlanov - Symphony 

no. 8 Pallavicino: Madrigals -

The Consort of Musicke 

Ian Oury and the Blockheads -

The Bus Driver's Prayer 

and Other Stories 
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BRYSTON BP20/3B-ST 

"THERE'S A 'SO 

WHEN DOES IT 

START TO GET 

DIFFICULT?' 

ATTITUDE THAT 

CERTAINLY 

ENCOURAGES 

THE LISTENER 

TO PLAY JUST 

ONE MORE 

TRACK BEFORE 

BEDTIME." 

These base units in the Bryston 
range offer build quality that 

should last a lifetime. 

CONTACT 01707 393002 w.vw.bryston.ca GUARANTEE 20 YEARS 

SOUND I'.'IEIE.'II'.'IE.'I VALUE DDI'.li'.'IFJ £2,850.00 

B 
ryston is one of those manufacturers that straddle 

the pro/domestic divide with ease. and apparently 

little in the way of compromise to either camp. Like 

___ any rack-mounted kit, the power amp looks a bit 

industrial, but its modest depth makes it quite lounge-friendly. 

The preamp is very smart and the controls very business-like. 

No studio power amp will get far with limited power, and 

the 3B-ST (the smallest in the range, mind) is rated at 120W 

per channel. In practice I got a comfortable 140W out of it 

and a rather scary 500W when running it as a bridged mono 

unit. lt has unbalanced and balanced inputs, and output ter

minals that will accept two sets of cables if you want to do 

some bi-wiring. The preamp has eight line inputs (two of 

them balanced) and three outputs (one balanced) plus tape 

out. lt also features switchable mono operation and polarity 

reversal, and a balance control, and employs relatively high

power output stages capable of delivering about half a watt -

a few yards of cable will present it no problems at all. The pre

amp's power supply is in an external box. 

Everything is very solidly constructed: Bryston offers a 20-

year guarantee on its amplifiers, evidently no empty boast 

since the company has been around for nearly twice that 

long. From an engineering point of view these are very fine 

amplifiers, a fact confirmed by their almost unmeasurably 

good performance- for instance, the 3B-ST has a fiat 
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frequency response from practically DC to Radio 4 on Long 

Wave and exceptionally low distortion. 

SOUND QUALITY 
For all that, the Brystons wear their engineering lightly. Some 

studio amps of past decades were renowned for their ability 

to deliver vast power while leaving the listener musically 

unmoved. But your average studio owner is a lot more dis

cerning these days, and amps such as these have risen to the 

challenge with a clarity and subtlety which is fully at home in 

high resolution domestic hi-fi. With practically any music, 

there's an air of quiet competence, a sort of 'so when does it 

start to get difficult?' attitude that certainly encourages the 

listener to play just one more track before bedtime. 

The key to this trick seems to be largely in the way the 

Bryston siblings combine a very even tonal balance with plen

ty of detail, from the quietest passages to the loudest. The 

delivery of detail. though, is so unassuming, self-effacing 

even, that one doesn't always notice it consciously. What 

gives it away is when one suddenly starts humming along 

with an instrumental line that previously wasn't even audible 

with most amplifiers. For instance, I happened to be editing a 

new recording while reviewing this group, so I listened to a 

few bits of it through each amp pairing. Only with the Bryston 

was I convinced that the pianist had actually played all the 

notes in a particularly dense and rapid passage. Clearly that 

kind of ability is as welcome in the home as it is in the studio. 

Also group-leading is the bass, which has effortless depth 

and copes equally with the quiet heartbeats at the start of 

Dark Side of the Moon and some of the more extrovert 

moments later in the same famous album. 

CONCLUSION 
it's hard to identify limitations in these amps, and I had to 

haul out some much more expensive units for comparison to 

find any. They aren't cheap, but for the performance they offer 

they aren't expensive either, and can be warmly 

Recommended for pretty much any demanding application. 



CREEK P43RIA43 
CONTACT 020 8361 4133 www.creekaudio.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND CCCCC VALUE CCCCC £1,148.00 

I 
t's a bit of a wolf in sheep's clothing, the little A43 -

at least in the guise seen here. You see, it's been set 

up as a monoblock unit, capable of putting out a 

__ steady 140W (possibly not quite forever. given the 

size of the heatsink, but certainly for any domestic duty). The 

review samples came factory-modified to that form, but it 

could also be achieved by using the plus and minus phase 

outputs of the P43 preamp if you have an active P43 with the 

relevant module installed. However, in standard form the P43 

is a passive unit. The P43R is the remote control version 

(reviewed here) which needs power only to operate the 

remote control (which by the way only controls volume, not 

input selection), and further upgrades give it gain, an active 

headphone output and MM/MC phone input capability. 

Confused? You certainly will be when you find that the 

labelling on the back of the P43 assumes all options are 

installed, and one might wish that Creek had blanked some 

of it off. All the same, the concept seems to provide a neatly 

planned upgrade path. Six inputs and separate record and lis

ten selectors are standard across the range. 

As for the A43 power amps, Creek's modification is slightly 

more sophisticated than just inverting the gain of one chan

nel, but it comes to much the same thing in practice. The only 

drawback is that loads of less than eight ohms are likely to 

result in premature meltdown, so loudspeakers with a low 

nominal impedance must be avoided. Both units are tidily 

built with decent enough components given the modest price, 

and both comfortably meet Creek's published specifications

except for output power, which is just fractionally shy of the 

claimed 150W. Power amp distortion remains low over a 

wide range of output, while the passive preamp avoids exces

sive treble loss with long cable runs by using a fairly low 

resistance volume control. Theoretically this loads down the 

output of equipment connected to it, but not to an extent 

that will worry any modern source components. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Perhaps 'wolf in sheep's clothing wasn't quite right- the 

PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS ON TEST 

HI·FICHOICE BEST BUY I 

sound certainly won't howl at you or bite you in the ankle, 

though it can sure pack a punch. Maybe a brown bear would 

be a better animal metaphor- it's generally quite peaceable 

and doesn't get in the way, but you don't want to mess with 

it. Actually the most impressive area of the Creek combo's 

sound is dynamics, which it positively relishes: intimate 

moments stay that way, but big climaxes really get fired up 

without ever becoming frantic or hoarse. The result is a high 

degree of listener involvement, which as in all the best hi-fi 

products can transcend any minor weaknesses. Yes, there are 

a few of those: a touch of 'sheen' on orchestral violins, occa

sional deviations from absolute tonal purity, most obvious as 

a slight thinning of male voices, and to be brutally honest per

haps just a little more character than perfect hi-fi should have. 

But it's not the sort of character that ever gets in the way. 

Bass is strong, stopping just short of truly fruity, and treble is 

clean, clear and remarkably pure. All the difficult sounds, like 

muted trumpet or quiet plucked bass, are very much them

selves and not some wishy-washy impersonation. And finally, 

there's plenty of detail and all that usually implies- good 

stereo imaging, nice ambience, clearly defined textures. 

CONCLUSION 

This combo is one of the cheapest in a strong group, and still 

puts in a performance in the top three. All things considered it 

seems to be a clear Best Buy. 

"THE MOST 
IMPRESSIVE 
AREA OF THE 
CREEKS' SOUND 
IS DYNAMICS, 
WHICH IT 
POSITIVELY 
RELISHES" 

Creek's answer to the need for 
more power is to bridgeitsA43 
power amplifiers. 
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encore�, 
System of the year. 

THE ENERGY EfDJB SY5TEM 

represents the most recent 

development in home 

theatre enjoyment. Close 

your eyes and you'll be able 

to pinpoint the position of 

every single 

instrument or 

explosion. 

Unsurpassed 

voice, 

cosmic 

focused 

imaging and striking good 

looks make encore the 

reviewers choice worldwide. 

LOUDSPEAKERS 

IV\USICAL TRUTH'" 

Entertainment 

For more information please contact: Audio Products International tUK! Ltd. 

Fairfax House, Coddard Road, Ipswich. Sutiolk. ENGLAND. /PI SNP 

Phone: 44 (0! 1473 240205 Fax: 44 10! 74.-3 .!-IOJT 8 

e-mail: api.uk@btinternet.com www. energy-speakers. eo m 

THE LINK BETWEEN 
Tt:CJ-1 10 I!:& EMOT/ON 

Loudspeaker cables 

£13.49/m 
CS122 Hybrid 
Best Buy What Hi-Fi? 

***** Awards '99 

Interconnect cables 

DJ02111 Hy brid · �J 
£79.99/0.Sm pair , _ / 
Product of the year 
(interconnects} 
What Hi-Fi? Awards '99 

Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice 

***** March '98 

-�-- -
PBS Hybrid 
£49.99/0.Ifm pair· 
Best Buy Hi-Fi Choice 

***** March '99 

* * *** What Hi-Fi? «=====���--o·cltlorber'99 

Storm 11 Hybrid 
£29.99/0.Sm pair· 
Best Buy What Hi-Fi? 

***** Awards '99 

The First (LSC) 
£199.99/0.Sm pair 

New ***** What Hi-Fi? 
Royal Jade Hybrid ***** Hi-Fi Choice 
£1 0.99/m (to be reviewed) (sound quality) 

Pure Linear Structured Carbon and LSC hybrid cables are unique to van den Hul 

For more information on our extensive range of cables please contact 

van den Hul UK 
lmcx House 6 Wadsworth Road Grccnford Mdscx U B6 7.JJ Tel: 020 8997 4280 

Say goodbye to wobbly rowers, dust attracting plastic 
racks and unattractive open storage! We manuf.1.cture a 
quaJiry cabinet range offering drawer srorage for 
Compact Discs, Audio Cassette, Mini Disc, Video and 
DVD in a variety of styles and wood finishes including 
Mahogany, Oak, Cherry (as above), Teak and Ash. 

The cabinets are priced from £330 inclusive of delivery, 
for a unit holding up to 270 Compact discs, GO videos 
or I 20 DVDs. Larger sizes are available. 
For further derails including a full colour brochure, 
please contact us ar the address or telephone number 
(24 hrs) below. 

JOHN AUSTIN FURNITURE LTD. 
Greatworth Park, Banbury, Oxon 0Xl7 2HB 

Tel: 01295 760017 Fax: 01295 760177 
e-mail:jausrin@nercomuk.co.uk www.john-austin-furniture.co.uk 
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CYRUS ACA7.5/SMART POWER 
CONTACT 01480 435577 www.cyrus.co.uk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND DCCCC VALUE CCCC £1,250.00 

V 
et more tasteful Cyrus boxes: the usual metalwork, 

though this time in a silvery light grey rather than 

the more familiar black. And despite the modest 

___ dimensions of each unit, the company manages to 

keep the features a-coming, with no less than twelve pairs of 

phono sockets, a pair of XLRs (balanced output), a quarter

inch headphone jack and a socket for the PSX-R power supply 

upgrade. Admittedly it makes the phono plugs hard to grapple 

with once they're all inserted, but you can't have everything. 

Of the phono sockets, seven pairs are for line inputs, two for 

tape outputs and two for main outputs, with the last pair for 

MC-BUS system remote control in and out. 

The power amp is likewise well featured, with two sets of 

outputs, PSX-R socket, remote control connection and 'chain' 

line outputs for connecting a second (remote or bi-amped) 

power amp. lt can be bridged for increased power (in mono), 

though the increase is limited by the power transformer to 

about double the 60W stereo rating. Both units are very well 

built, with fairly conventional circuits that make use of both 

discrete transistors and a few integrated circuits. The a CA 7.5 

preamp has an electronic volume control, which gives excel

lent channel tracking and also offers programmable input 

sensitivity and balance. Although such devices can sometimes 

result in limited input headroom, C yrus has cracked that prob

lem and also avoided any excess noise so that the device's 

advantages are fully realised. Measurements on both units 

show well-controlled distortion and wide bandwidth. Note 

that the preamp has unusually low gain: with Cyrus's own 

power amps it's more than adequate but with some power 

amps one might occasionally wish for more on recordings at 

a generally low level. 

HI·FICHOICE RECOMMENDED I 

SOUND QUALITY 

These are certainly very civilised amplifiers. The choice of 

words there is deliberate: if you find the thought of 'civilised' 

hi-fi about as appealing as cold lamb stew you might not go 

a bundle on these amps. Although the tone is consistently 

even and honest, and dynamics do not seem unduly con

strained, the sound cannot truthfully be said to 'kick arse' 

particularly, nor does it major on raw excitement. On the other 

hand there is much to praise, particularly the timbre of the 

treble, which is completely free from glare and screech and as 

such is exceptionally friendly to sounds such as orchestral 

violins, always a tricky point for any hi-fi components with any 

tendency to brightness. 

Bass lacks a small degree of extension but is still solid and 

tuneful. Detail seems just a little veiled, and a certain amount 

of swapping between different makes of pre and power amps 

suggested that aCA7.5 may be the dominant factor here. 

Despite that, stereo imaging is particularly good, with really 

pinpoint positioning side-to-side and good front-to-back dis

crimination too. The only rather odd exception to that is in the 

case of solo voices with instrumental accompaniment, where 

the voice often seems to come unusually far forward. 

CONCLUSION 

This is probably not the all-time great combination for rock

'n'roll or dance music, but it has many qualities which suit 

most types of classical music and, on the whole, much jazz 

too. In absolute value terms it's rather hard to assess, since 

the main appeal is clearly to those who own a Cyrus system, 

and at its price the preamp is not quite as value-rich as the 

power amp. But as a combo a Recommendation seems fair. 

"THESE AMPS 
HAVE MANY 
QUALITIES 
WHICH SUIT 
MOST TYPES OF 
CLASSICAL AND 
JAZZ MUSIC" 

Cyrus proves that compact size is 
no limitation to the amount of 
connections you can make. 
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Do you have an Eye for Quality? 
� ABSOLUTELY IMPARTIAL GUIDANCE 

... Then Wise Up ... 

� HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 

... Sharpen Up ... 

� EXCELLENT RANGE OF EQUIPMENT 

... Get on the Ball ... 

� DEMONSTRATION ROOMS IN ALL SHOPS 

... and Get Practical! 
Finding the right equipment to perfectly match your own personal 

requirements is made easy when you come to us. 

Practical Hi-Fi 
PART-EXCHANGE WELCOME 0 °/o FINANCE UP TO 3 YEARS WARRANTY 

"Subjoct toStatus-OnSeloctttd Items 

Written quotatiooonrequest 

� . . .  All this, AND AT THE RIGHT PRICE! 

o MANCHESTER: 65 Bridge Street I 0161 839 8869 (Sunday Opening- 12noon to 4.00pm) 

o PRESTON: 43 Friargate I 01772 883958 o WARRINGTON: 88 Bridge Street I 01925 632179 

o CARLISLE: 106 English Street I 01228 544792 o BLACKPOOL: 81 Whitegate Drive I 01253 300599 

o LANCASTER: 84 Penny Street I 01524 39657 o BOLTON: Knowsley Street I 01204 395789 

http:llwww.practicalhi-fi.co.uk 



PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS ON TEST 

LINN KOLEKTOR/LK85 
CONTACT 0141 307 7777 www.linn.co.uk GUARANTEE 5 YEARS 

SOUND DDD VALUE DDD £990.00 

F 
ar and away the best-featured amp in this group, 

the Kolektor is the only one with a phono stage 

and the only one with tone controls, offering ten 

___ inputs and all sorts of useful extras. Surely most 

useful among these is the ability remember volume, balance 

and tone control settings for each input individually, but 

inputs can also be renamed and the phono input can be 

reconfigured as a line input. You can even, with an optional 

module, control the whole amp from your PC. Very high-tech. 

The construction is pretty high-tech too, with an eco-friendly 

switch-mode supply in the preamp (the power amp uses a 

conventional PSU), mostly surface-mount construction and, 

perhaps surprisingly, integrated circuit power modules provid

ing the output stage in the LK85. 

Given that list of features, it's no surprise that Linn has 

made use of an electronic volume control and electronic input 

switching and, as usual, that imposes limits on maximum 

input voltage, in this case only 2. 7 Volts. That's fine for the 

majority of sources but a very few CD players (and certain 

combinations of phono cartridges and head amps) can 

exceed that- there really should be a little more headroom. 

That apart, operation seems trouble-free and the Kolektor's 

carefully tailored tone controls are very much of the useful 

sort. The proliferation of inputs is welcome, and three outputs 

facilitate multi-amping. The LK85 has automatic signal detec

tion, going into standby if no music is played for a while. it's 

no vast powerhouse, but its 60W output should suffice in 

many cases and is delivered with low- not quite vanishing -

distortion. The Kolektor also suffers a little distortion, due 

apparently to the input circuits, but both units offer low noise 

and nicely fiat frequency responses. 

SOUND QUALITY 

Not so much in the way of seat-of-the-pants excitement here, 

on the whole, but a generally relaxed listening experience. The 

main rider to this is that detail seems all too often to be a 

touch vague, which can be frustrating at times. it depends a 

lot on what you're looking for: if you're not listening too 

intently, the neutral balance, extended and solid bass and lack 

of overt grain make for a pleasing overall effect. it's really only 

when you start trying to hear all the inner details, the subtler 

timbres of individual instruments within a mix, that it 

becomes hard work. 

These amps seem to like voices, both solo and massed, and 

achieved some lifelike results with them and good imaging 

too. lmaging seemed just slightly less clear on instrumental 

material. Major climaxes can be a bit undramatic, the sound 

seeming to slip from your grasp even as it gets louder- this is 

more obvious in particularly bright climaxes, i.e. those where 

cymbals dominate over drums! Ambience is quite good, but 

again if you listen carefully it often seems just a little curtailed. 

CONCLUSION 

it's hard not to reflect on how unlike the Linn of old these 

amplifiers are. Linn was the brand above all others that excit

ed passions, be they pro or anti: these amplifiers don't really 

seem to be much about passion. They're beautifully turned 

out, very professionally presented, essentially competent

and ever so slightly bland. They never quite achieve either the 

effortless detail of, say, the Bryston amps in this group, or the 

emotional touch of the best valve amps. As with the Cyrus 

units they're clearly aimed first and foremost at those buying 

a complete matching Linn system, but in the broader scheme 

of things, even at their admittedly modest price and with all 

the features too, they seem to fall just short of recommend

able standard. 

"THESE AMPS 
SEEM TO LIKE 
VOICES AND 
ACHIEVED SOME 
LIFELIKE 
RESULTS, AND 
GOOD IMAGING 
TOO" 

Linn's Kolektor preamp is the most 
flexible in this group and you'll not 
run out of inputs quickly either. 
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V E T A S 

The Veritas P400 Digital Power Anlplifier. 

400 watts of pure power. 

Made in England without compromise. 

V lE JR. 11 ll 

Veritas Horn Systems Ltd 
Manor Farm Barns 

Glandford, Holt 

Norfolk NR25 7JP 

Tel: 01263 741417 Fax: 01263 740937 
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MYRYAD MP100/MA240 
CONTACT 023 9226 5508 www.myryad.co.uk GUARANTEE 3 YEARS 

SOUND rJE.ltU::'U:l VALUE E.lrJE.lrJE.l £1,599.90 

V 
ou'll want to use the remote control with this one 

- the illuminated knob on the preamp is a neat 

idea but awkward to handle. But that's about as 

__ much of a criticism as one can reasonably level at 

the looks and ergonomics of this no-nonsense duo. OK, the 

power amp is certainly a hefty brick, but that's the price you 

pay for high output power and the heatsinks and power 

transformer to sustain it. And it's a very well put together 

brick: assembly is very neat and tidy in both units, with clear 

evidence of thoughtful, cost-effective component selection 

too. The circuits are based mostly on discrete transistors, with 

a very few integrated circuits mostly handling functions like 

the DC servo, which allows frequency response to extend 

effectively to DC in practical terms (that is, without phase shift 

at low frequencies) while still blocking any actual DC offset. 

The preamp offers four inputs plus a tape loop, but is 

uncommonly well provided on the outputs front, with two 

unbalanced outputs and balanced pair too. Correspondingly, 

the power amp has balanced and single ended inputs, plus 

'loop-through' line outputs for bi-amping. The arguments for 

and against balanced operation are many and varied, but it's 

nice to have the option and it can certainly help when very 

long leads are used. Which brings up the question of cable 

driving ability by the preamp: there's lots of it, enough in fact 

to drive very sensitive speakers to at least background-music 

levels! it will certainly rattle headphones. In fact on the engi

neering front I couldn't really find any way to trip up either 

unit, and both put out a very impressive set of figures in the 

lab. If you really want to get heavy, the power amp can be 

bridged to give over 400W out with low distortion. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Within seconds of starting the first track through these amps, 

I wrote "very engaging and immediate" in my listening notes 

-and that's not a bad summary. But please don't think that 

the sound is only "immediate": it stands up very well to the 

long-term test too and with a most gratifying absence of 

grain or hardness it positively encourages protracted listening 

HI·FICHOICE RECOMMENDED I 

sessions. There's just the slightest hint of fruitiness in the bass, 

which makes for a sound in which one can really wallow, 

especially when the volume is turned up. 150W (the actual 

maximum) is enough to rnake even my inefficient ATC speak

ers shift a fair bit of air, and a wide variety of discs, from 

Mahler to Pink Floyd, benefitted from it. At the same time, 

though, there's a terrific depth of detail to be heard, complete 

with very decent imaging (not quite the best of the group, but 

close) and very clean, neutral midband and treble. 

At the other extreme, the subtler musical shades of a simple 

ballad or a string quartet can be just as convincingly por

trayed, the sound assuming a mellow sweetness that is the 

exact counterpart to the clarity at higher levels. it's easy, too, 

to appreciate the acoustics and ambience of the recording 

venue in minimalist recordings, with a very smooth, natural 

decay to percussive sounds, and naturally-miked voices are 

well rounded and unforced. 

CONCLUSION 
Such smooth, clean performance won't be to everyone's taste, 

admittedly, and those who like their 'oh-so-hi-fi' aggressive 

dynamics will probably find themselves right out of phase 

with Myryad's approach. Too bad. But if you value real accura-

. cy to the musical event, plus smart finish and impeccable 

manners, this duo should be high on your auditioning list. 

Firmly Recommended. 

"THERE'S THE 
SLIGHTEST HINT 
OF FRUITINESS 
IN THE BASS, 
WHICH MAKES 
FOR A SOUND IN 
WHICH ONE CAN 
REALLY WALLOW" 

Myryad's rear end may not be as 
sexy as the fad as but it's got 
everything you might need. 
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PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS ON TEST 

THULE SPIRIT PRlSOB/PAlSOB 
CONTACT 01483 575344 www.thule-audio.dk GUARANTEE 2 YEARS 

SOUND I'JI'JI'JDD VALUE DI'JI'JDI'J £1,599.90 

A 
The exterior of these units is about as minimalist as 

it gets. There aren't any functional frills either, 

unless you count the 'standby' output of the pre

___ amp- this, Thule claims, may be used to put the 

power amp into standby mode from which sound quality 

revives faster than if the mains has been switched off com

pletely. Actually the power amp is somewhat unusual in that 

each channel is effectively a bridged pair of amplifiers, and 

hence the black output terminal is just as 'live' as the red. 

Beware! External speaker switching systems, carelessly 

installed, can be the death of such amplifiers. 

The preamp has six line inputs, including one balanced, and 

three outputs, again one of which is balanced. Naturally, the 

power amp has a matching balanced input As with many 

modern amplifiers, practically all the components are surface

mount types, but one aspect of the circuit is surprisingly 

anachronistic: the inputs are all switched via a type of elec

tronic switch which has been well and truly supplanted in 

most designs by more recent types with lower levels of distor

tion. As a result, there is a small but arguably not insignificant 

distortion residual at any volume setting (the power amp has 

its own sources of distortion, not drastically high but still well 

above state-of-the-art levels). Apart from that there is little 

remarkable inside either unit The volume control is an elec

tronic type, and that and the input switches limit input han

dling to 5V, which should be adequate for most duties. The 

internal heatsinks in the power amp are a bit marginal for 

continual high power operation, but normal music duty, even 

very loud (and with 150W available on each channel we're 

clearly talking loud), should be no problem. 

SOUND QUALITY 
Rather mixed results here, but its generally best in the bass 

and less assured in the treble. In fact the treble never quite 

manages to shake off a certain artificial quality, a kind of dis

tancing which makes it harder to follow. it's a lot less worry

ing when the treble is plentiful and prominent, for instance in 

a bit of good ol' glam rock where the solidity of the bass and 

the unfiustered power delivery are welcome and the mid range 

and treble seem much better integrated. hEven there, though, 

there's some excess roughness in evidence especially on 

difficult sounds like hi-hat, which sounds less like a carefully 

crafted metal instrument and more like a sudden burst of 

electronic noise. Simpler textures fare less well- for instance 

solo voice and a few instruments, or a string quartet- and 

orchestral music seemed most affected, with the dreaded 

'violin haze' rearing its ugly head and making the whole 

musical event that much less believable. 

In view of that, it's perhaps not surprising to find that 

imaging is somewhat lagging behind also. Depth is not well 

portrayed in most cases and while there certainly is side-to

side information, it's a bit 'ping-pang' rather than seamlessly 

continuous. As for acoustic ambience, it's rather variable: solo 

piano seemed to do quite well, but delicate percussion 

instruments decayed rather fast and a familiar choir recording 

seemed rather closed in. 

CONCLUSION 
These are nicely presented amps and at first glance look like 

good value. All the same, there are limitations in their sonic 

performance (and testing each amp alone suggests that they 

must share the blame), confirmed by measurements, sufficient 

to constitute a serious drawback. They may be worth a try, but 

alternatives- such as the Myryads in this group- offer similar 

features at a similar price, and better sound. 

"RATHER MIXED 

RESULTS FROM 

THE THULE 

COMBO: BEST IN 

THE BASS AND 

LESS ASSURED 

IN THE TREBLE" 

Thule's PAlSOB contains a pair of 
bridged amps which makes it 
functionaUy similar to the Creek. 
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I I IISSIDn Award- Winning Speakers available from: 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind ... 
Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 

Kenwood, Kef, Mar antz, Meridian, Michell, Mission, NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonjc, Quad, Rote!, Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, 

Tannoy, Teac, Techrucs, Yamaha and more. 
Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 

premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

Sounds Hi-£i at its best 

Where Music Matters 

26 St Andrews Street 

Dundee 

Tel 01382 226591 

Fax 01382 229994 

Sales, Service and Installation 

Open Mon-Thur 10-7 

Fri 10-6 

Sat 9-5 

It costs the same to get it right 
as it does to get it wrong 

At the Listening Rooms, we pride 
ourselves on matching your needs with 
exactly the right equipment, whatever 
yo;.r budget, and because we only stock 
the best, that's what you'LL get. 

What you'll also get is sound 
professional advice and a chance to relax 
and Listen to some of the world's finest 
Hi-Fi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 
Two Fully equipped lislening rooms. 

Home i nsrallarion service. 
Mul.ri-room design and installation. 
2 years Pans and Labour guaranree. 

Home cinema surround-sound 
Exporr and Credit facilities. 

Oo/o FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS 

• ACOUSTIC ENERGY • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH 
• AUDIOLAB ·AURA • BOSE • • CELESTION • COPLAND 

• CYRUS • DENO • EPOS • HARMAN KARDON 
• JBL • KEF • KRELL • LINN • MARANTZ 

• MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • MICHELL • MICROMEGA 
• MISSION • MONITOR AUDIO· MUSIC FIDELITY X SERIES 

• NEAT PETITE • PI K TRIANGLE • PIONEER • PROAC 
• QUAD • REL • ROGERS • SME • SO NUS FAilER 
• STAX • THETA • WILSON AUDIO • YAMAHA • 

�;-:1� listenin 
J�room 

www.listeningrooms.com 
161 Old Brompron Rd. London SW5 OLJ. 

Tel: 0171-244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192 
Monday - Sarurday I Oam - Gpm. 

Nearest Tube: Sou rh Kensingron or Gloucester Road 

OTHER BRANDS INCLUDE 

ARCAM,CABLE TALK, DENON, 

DUAL, JAMO, KENWOOD, 

MARANTZ. NAD, PIONEER. QED, 

QUAD, SENNHEISER. SONY, 

TANNOY, TARGET, 

TECHNICS, THORENS, YAMAHA. 

Practical Hi-Fi 
0°/o Finance available on 

selected items 



PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS GROUP TEST 

CONCLUSIONS 
RICHARD BLACK RUNS DOWN THE WINNING COUPLES IN THIS TWO-BOX AMP TEST 

T 
he high standard of this 

group are easy to see. 

Four of the six products 

received gongs, and each 

of those commended 

products has its own particular 

appeal. Of the ones that didn't 

make it, Linn's amplifiers only just 

missed the mark and certainly 

come top in the features stakes, 

being the only combo to offer a 

phono stage (perfectly respectable 

too). On the other hand, the other 

amps are not so completely devoid 

of inputs, and Creek and Bryston 

offer a phono stage as an option. 

For both Linn and Thule, however, 

the battle was lost largely on the 

detail and insight front. Neither is 

bad, but competition is fierce and 

they were simply outclassed. 

There's been nothing particularly 

revolutionary in amplifier design 

in a while- evolution has been 

much more the order of the day. 

It's a pretty steady evolution, how

ever, and a simple yardstick like 

comparing distortion performance 

of these amps and those I was rec

ommending in reviews ten or so 

years ago, shows clearly that 

progress has been made. Yes, it's 

official: today's amplifiers are a lot 

closer to the ideal 'straight wire 

with gain', even if no two audio

philes can agree on what a piece of 

wire should sound like! 

Do the amps here justifY their 

price hike over the top rung of the 

integrated amp ladder? Perhaps 

the Cyrus has a harder time of that 

than the others, not least because 

its maker also produces some very 

nice integrated amps (with a bit 

less power, admittedly) in the exact 

same box. But this two-box solution 

offers not only more power. but 

also more refinement and subtlety. 

As for the Creek, Myryad and 

Bryston offerings, their sheer 

power puts them a cut above the 

vast majority of integrated amps, 

only a few of which crack the 

magic 100 Watt threshold. And 

even if you never use half that 

power, their authority and detail 

easily raise them above all but the 

most esoteric integrated examples. 

The choice between them is princi

pally down to budget- you get 

what you pay for- and a few 

niceties of tonal character, but they 

all represent fine value. 

"YES, IT'S OFFICIAL: TODAY'S AMPLIFIERS ARE A LOT 
CLOSER TO THE IDEAL 'STRAIGHT WIRE WITH GAIN'." 

PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS AT A GLANCE 

MAKE BRYSTON CREEK CYRUS LINN MYRYAD THULE SPIRIT 

MODEL 8P20/38·ST P43R/A43 ACA7.5/SMART POWER KOLEK TORILK85 MPIOO/MA240 PR 1508/PA 1508 

PRICE £2,850.00 £1,148.00 £1,250.00 £990.00 £1,599.90 £1,599.90 

SOUND ar.u.u.u.1 aaaaa cacao caeca aaaaa aaaaa 
VALUE a a ace aaaaa cacao aaaaa aaaaa aaaaa 

CONCLUSION Not cheap, butfor the One of the cheapest in Perhaps better with etas- A little bland and urrin- Smooth and clean per· H;xed results, and 
performance offered, not the group, and one of the sical and jazz (and other wlving, and seemingly formance with buckets of bettered by other 
expensive either- very best-sounding Cyrus components), but aimed mainly at Unn detail and accuracy- models in this test 
warmly Recommended stiU a strong combo lowrs heartily Recommended for a similar price 

GUARANTEE 20 YEARS 2 YEARS 2 YEARS 5 YEARS 3 YEARS 2 YEARS 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Filter Tips 
PAUL MILLER EXAMINES HOW TWO DIFFERING APPROACHES TO 
CD PLAYER ENGINEERING CAN GREATLY AFFECT THE FINAL SOUND. 

"THE MARANTZ 
AND THE AUDIO 

NOTE PROVE 
THERE'S ALWAYS 

MORE THAN ONE 
WAY TO SKIN THE 

DIGITAL CAT" 

92 I HI·FI CHOICE I www.hifichoice.co.uk I march 2001 

P 
roving that there's always more 

than one way to skin the digital cat, 

two favourite CD players fi·om this 

__ month's test could not be further 

apart in terms of design and implementa

tion. I refer, of course, to the top iteration of 

Marantz's popular CD6000 series and the 

'low cost' execution of Audio Note's "1x over

sampling circuit"- the CD6000 OSE KI 

Signature (£500) and the Audio Note CDT 

Zero u·ansport/DAC One 1x converter combi

nation (£1,249), respectively. 

The different engineering decisions 

favoured by Marantz and Audio Note in cre

ating players to do essentially the same job 

are reflected in the two big plots, Figures 1 

and 2. What these images mean and how 

they relate to the design and sound of these 

players is at the core of this month's col

umn, as we explore the subjective trade-off 

of one distortion versus another. 

The Marantz is certainly the more conven

tional of the two- although, even here, 

there are no less than two of NPC's SM5872 

bitstream DACs (Marantz's choice for years) 

in a new, dual-differential configuration. 

This technique reduces certain even-order 

harmonic distortions while improving the 

SJN ratio. Nevertheless, the increase in ultra

sonic noise (1), caused by the noise-shaping 

action of the DACs, cannot be wholly dis

guised. Marantz also specifies its own 

HDAM (Hyper Dynamic Amplifier Modules) 

for both the analogue filter network and as 

a buffer to drive the player's 2V output. 

This is key in tailoring the 'sound' of the 

player because it guarantees a moderate 200 

Ohm output impedance while suffering no 

additional distortion from the ultrasonic 

noise. Previously, I have suggested that high 

levels of inaudible ultrasonic noise may 

prompt an audible distortion from the part

nering amplifier. The same is true of the op

amps used in CD player filter stages, though 

Marantz is one of the few to tackle this sce

nario with its discrete op-amp modules. 

The consistent orange-brown colour (2) of 

the lower plot on Fig 1 demonstrates an 

unchanging level of noise right across the 

audio band. This plot is an expanded, over

head view of the first 25kHz (the first fifth) 

When the hi-fi industry needs the truth about 
technology, Paul Miller is its first port of call. 

of the 3D plot above, the bright 'streak' rep

resenting a sweep (3) from 20Hz to CD's 

upper limit of 22.05kHz at -30dBFs. Any 

noise-like distortion within this area would 

be visible as brighter-coloured region(s). As 

it stands, the CD6000 OSE KI is evidently 

free ofboth noise-like and harmonic distor

tions (typically 0.006%) though, as we can 

see from the 3D plot above, what remains of 

a rippled stopband image (4) still escapes 

the combination of both its 8x digital filter 

and final analogue stage. 

THE MIRROR CRACK'D 

In HFC 188 (Oasis of Sanity) we discovered 

that, during D/A conversion, the original 

music signal is reconstructed along with a 

mirror image that is 'reflected' either side 

of the 44.1kHz sample rate and its harmon

ics. Almost all CD players use some sort of 

digital filter to remove these ref lections and 

recover the music signal intact. The SM5872 

DAC used by Marantz employs an 8x over

sampling digital filter to increase the inter

nal sample rate from 44.1kHz to 352.8kHz 

and push the first of these 'images' out way 

beyond the audio range. The fact that part 

of the image reflecting back from 44.1kHz is 

still visible (4) demonstrates that the process 

is not perfect. 

The engine room of the digital ftlter cre

ates an impulse (5) for each 16-bit sample, 

though its effectiveness or the steepness of 

the filter action, must be traded against the 

severity of the echoes that appear before 

and after the impulse. The pre-echo (6) is 

unnatural because it occurs before the musi

cal event, but without it the filter simply 

would not work. In practice, the 'echo' is 

not directly audible, though by smearing the 

signal in the time domain either stereo 

imagery (or 'timing') could well be affected. 

Nevertheless, 99.9% of CD players opt for 

an approach like the CD6000, while Audio 

Note represents just part of the disaffected 

0.1 %. Abandoning what most engineers see 

as a vital construct, there are, in fact, at least 

three specific sources of distortion that 'col

lide' within the DAC One lx to produce a 

very colourful sound (Fig 2). AN's traditional 

18-bit DAC is unusual itself these days, but 

while the wide 104dB SJN ratio and very low 

150psec of jitter are very impressive, the 

3-4dB errors in low-level linearity are less so. 



Then there's the valve output stage set to a 

non-standard 3.5V (+4.9dB) at peak output 

where, depending on the load it's driving, 

harmonic distortion also increases fi-om 

0.04% (7) at -30dBFs to 1.25% at OdBFs. From 

a digital point of view, where higher levels 

are coded with more 'bits' at lower distor

tion, this is the opposite of what's normally 

expected. Passive l-to-V conversion and 

filtering with a choke network, as in previ

ous AN CD players, also increases the output 

impedance to 40 times that of the CD6000. 

Connected to a typical solid state amplifier 

(where input impedances are often well 

below the 47 kOhm norm) this tailors both 

the bass and treble response, leading to a 

sound that's rich in mid band detail 

WARTS AND ALL 

Finally, there's the fact that the AD1865 

DAC is not prefaced by any sort of oversam

pling filter. On the one hand, the player's 

impulse response is accurate (8) and quite 

tree of the artifice of either pre- or post

echoes. Subjectively, this is a firm plus in 

AN's favour, if only we could overlook the 

strident digital images (9) of the audio 

sweep (3) that reflect off the 44.1kHz sample 

fi·equency (10) and its harmonics (11 ). 

Left exposed, these ultrasonic patterns are 

likely to cause intermodulation distortions 

within the partnering amplifier, which 

typically is unable to 'amplifY' these spuri

ous frequencies as cleanly as those at lower, 

audible frequencies. TI1en there's the 

question of what the loudspeaker, especially 

those equipped with metal-dome tweeters, 

will make of this extended HF output. 

Indeed, such distortions are clear enough 

fi·om the 6111 WA-based valve output stage 

used within the DAC One 1x itself as they 

radiate (12) right through the audioband. 

You may also notice that the inconsistent 

background colow of the lower plot on Fig 

2 suggests that the nature of the DAC-One's 

noise also changes across the 0-25kHz range. 

Each player embraces forms of distortion 

that are certainly not present in either the 

time or frequency domain of raw music. 

Both represent some sort of compromise, 

providing an illusion of the 'real thing' 

that's both colourful and entertaining. How 

you wish to enjoy the performance remains 

a matter of taste. 
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AUDIO NOTE CDT/DAC-ONE NO DIGITAL FILTERING 
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Dealer Guide 
BIRMINGHAM 
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HI-FI HI-FI 

Our extensive range of products includes the very finest hi-fi and home cinema from Arcam, Audioquest, Audio Research, 
B&W, Castle, Ce\estion, Chord, Cyrus, Denon, DPA, Dynaudio, )amo, KEF, Kenwood, KreU, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian, 

Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, Polk, Pro-Ac, Project, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rote!, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, Son us Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, TEAC, Technics, Theta, T horens and Yamaha. 

A wide range of classical CD's is available at our Birmingham branch. 
0 en Tuesda to Saturda 10.00 - 5.30. late ni ht not Stourbrid< e Thursda till 7.00 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON SELECTED ITEMS 
APR 0%. Written details on request. 

licensed Credit Broker. 

363 HAGLEY ROAD, EDGBASTON, 93-95 HOBS MOAT ROAD, SOLIHULL, 9 Market Stree� Stourbridge, BRANCH NOW OPEN 
10 Boldmere Road, Sutlon Coldfield, 

West Midlands B73 STD BIRMINGHAM B17 BDL. WEST MIDLANDS 892 SJL West Midlands DY8 1AB 
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BERKSHIRE 

·Frasers• 
Independent Audio Visual Specialists for 

over 16 years 
Demo Room Available 

Brands include: 
• ARCAM • • ATACAMA • B & W • CASTLE • 

• DEN ON • (DENON GOLD) • KEF • 

• LOEWE • MARANTZ • MISSION • 

• MUSICAL FIDELITY • NAD • NAKAMICHI • 

PIONEER • REL • ROTEL • SONY • 

• TALK ELECTRONICS • TANNOY • 

• TEAC • YAMAHA 
Unit 35, Observatory Centre, High Street, 

Slough, Berkshire SL 1 1 LE 
Tel: (01753) 531785 

KENT 

Ee FOR TOTAL HI Fl 
& AV SHOPPING 

MARANTZ • TANNOY • TECHNICS • 

PANASONIC • PIONEER • SONY • JVC 
JAMO • TOSHIBA • HITACHI • CASTLE 

109 BROADWAY, BEXLEYHEATH, 
KENT DA6 7JH 
020 8298 7880 

Mail Order: 0 14 7 4 353000 (not available on Marantz) 

CHESHIRE 

AUDIO-VISUAL CENTRES 
WIDESCREEN 
DVD, VIDEO 
AC-3 SOUND 

WARRINGTON:o: ) HI·F��:.�:���TES 

( CHESTER SYSTEMS 
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 

WARRINGTON STORE 01925 636215 OPEN SUNDAYS 12am-3pm 
CHESTER STORE 01244 320414 wav@freenetname.co.uk 

CHESHIRE 

Doug Brady Hi-Fi 
Family business est. 1960. Home trials. 

Systems £500-£60,000: 
CD ID VD/VINYL/ AV 
Kingsway North, Warrington 
Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 825773 
2.3miles J21-M6. Private Parking 

lap FAX EO & on wcbsitc 

www.dougbradyhifi.com 
Email: 
doug.brady@dougbradyhifi.com 

SUSSEX 

WORTHING AUDIO 
20 Teville Gate, W. Sussex BN11 1UA 

Tel: (01903) 212133 
The friendly shop with the best sound 

syslems in the Soul h. 
Friendly advice • 3 yr guarantees • easy parking 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm Late night Wed 7:30pm 
Agencies include: Dynaudio, Exposure, Maramz, 

Ore/le, Origin Live, Restek, Ruark, Audio 
Tee/mica. Talk Eleclronics, Targe1, TDL, Tripod, 

Sphinx Labora/Ories and many more. 

ESSEX 

'f C-tO 
fttl�hew & Osborne 

Akai • Alphason • Arcam • B&W • Bang & Olufsen 

• Cable Talk • Dual • Loewe • Marantz 

• Nakamichi • NAD • Pioneer • Pro-ject • Roberts Radio 

• Sennheiser • Sony • Tannoy • Target • Yamaha 

148 HIGH STREET • EPPING • TEL: (01992) 574242 
26 KING STREET • SAFFRON WALDEN • FSSEX • TEL: (01799) 523728 

BRISTOL 

V' audio 
Hi-Fi Consultants 

Home denlOnstrations and honest advice a speciality, 
using specially selected equipment from 

A V I, ATV, AUDIO ANALOGUE, ALR JORDAN, ALON, 
ELECTROCOMPANIET, HEYBROOK, RUARK, SHEARNE, 

OPERA, ORACLE, MJCHELL, MARK LEVINSON etc. 

Home cinema on demonstration using: 
NAKAMICH-1, HARMAN-KARDON, SONY, DAVIS, 

SEI.ECO, STEW ART SCREENS, JAMO, TRIANGLE et<· 

Please ring for an appointment 

36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 IEJ. 
fA!iiiiiji!\1 Tel: Oll7 968 6005 
� www.vaudio.co.uk 

SCOTLAND 

Sounds 
26 St Andrews Street 
Dundee 
Tel 01382 226591 
Fax 01382 229994 

Hi-£i at its best 

Sales, Service and Installation 
Open Mon-Thur 10-7 

Fri 10·6 
Sat 9-5 
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EAST SUSSEX 

MERIDIAN • YAMAHA 

REL • KEF • RUARK 

MARANTZ • TACT 

CABLETALK • ROTEL 

NAD • TANNOY 

ORMAN ROAD, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA, EAST SUSSE 
Tel: 01424 437165 Fax: 01424 444148 

www.audio-shed.co.uk 

TALK ELECTRONICS 

LONDON 

.MCAM • ANTH� • AUDIOGRAM • AUDIO RESEARCH • AUDIO 

TECHNICA • BEYER • CABLETAlK • CltORD • CREEK • DEHON • 

JAOIS • JEKLJN • MICHEU • MUSICAl ADEUTY o NAO o NAIM • 

OHKYO • Of'ERA • PROJECT • QfO • REGA • SENNHEISEJI • SME 

• SONNETEEII • SONUS FABER • SUGDEN • rue • THORENS • 

TRANSPARENT CABLES • UNISON RESEARCH • VIENNA • WILSON 

Clearance I Second Heod I Ex Dern Equipmmt • Oel:eils on request 

0% [nstant Finance Available 
Wruten detailS on request 

Dtmonstr.tion Room· Free car pa�ing • Ma)or Credit Cards 
Personal Export • Mail Ordef • Installation Savice • Rep- facilities 

5nW!s waltR;r,ms PaR. BR • 20minsW.JII!rb:l 
5 nw�s from A3 IRavnes Part B282exlt) • 25 mim; M25 .An:: 10 

60 Durham Rd. West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW 
Tel: (020) 8946 1528 Fax: (020) 8946 0331 

Email: obricnhi·fi@inamc.com 

THE INNOVATIVE 
AUDIO/VISU AL 
HIFI RETAILER 

SERVING LONDON 
F ROM BAT TERSEA 

ORANGES 
& LEMONS 
020 7924 2040 

61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWll 

Our sixth succulent year 
0% Credit Finance available 

ARCAM. B&W. CABLETALK. CASTLE. CHORD CO. 

DENON. EPOS. JAMO. KEF. MARANTZ. UNN. 

NAD. NAIM. NEAT. PMC. REGA. ROTEL. RUARK. 

SOUNDSTYLE. STANDS UNIQUE. YAMAHA. 

Visit www.orangesandlemonsh.ifi.com 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 '5' 020 8567 8703 
AA�� APOO.O, ASH OESIGN, Al.llOANALOGUE, BANG & Cl.UFSEN, OOSE, OOSTON, B&W, CABlE TALK, 

C!O!D CWPANY, COSM�. OE�. ELAC, EPOS, HARMON KARIION, J� KEF, t.WWITZ, 
MISSIOO. MUSICAL FIOEUTY, NAKAMICH, OORIIOST, ONKYO, OPEM OREUE, PIIMARE, OUAO, Ra 

ROKSAN, AOTEL, AUAAl\ SONKl.INI( SOlNO STYLE, STOOS UNK1JE, STIIAIGHI\\1AE, � 
TAG �EN, TALK ELECTIIOOK:S, TARGET, TEAC, m:JRENS, VAN OEN llll 

Two demonstration rooms. 

Repairs & Service. Closed Wednesday 

SCOTLAND 

Loud 
e,Clear 

HI·FI & HOME CINEMA 

freedom of choice 
520 ST. VINCENT STREET FINNIESTON GLASGOW 0141 221 0221 
26 HAMILTON PLACE STOCKBRIDGE EDINBURGH 0131 226 6500 

www.loud·Ciear.co.uk 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

THE HIGH·END SPECIAliST SINCE 1978 . 
ATC. Audio Analogue. Avantgarde. Bow. Bryston 

Copland. EAR. Lyra. Mark Levinson, Nairn Audio. 
Netts Analogue, PMC. ProAc. Proceed. Rega. Roksan. 

Ruark. Sonus Faber. Stax. Sumiko. TAG. Teac. 
Wadia and lots more. 

9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts. ALl IEU 
Tel: 01727 855577 • Fax: 01727 858727 

Please refer to dealer directory for further details 
28/30 Burleigh Street Cambridge CB l I DG 

Phone: 01223 461518 Fax: 01223 576743 

CUMBRIA 

�� .... Setting new standards 
� in Hi·Fi retailing! 

If vou want to see the best brands -
want a great deal with the best service and 

demo included - pay us a visit. 

6 ABBEY STREET, CARLISLE 101228) 546756 
www.petertyson.co.uk 

27 BOND STREET, EALING W5 '5' 020 8567 8703 
AA VI� APOO.O, ASH OESIGN. ALIJKJ-OG� BANG & Cl.UFSEN, OOSE, BOSTON, B&W, CABlE TALK, 

C!O!O COMPANY, COSMC, OE!Ol, ELAC, EPOS. HARMON KARIION, .Ill, KEF, t.WWITZ, 
MISS�, MUSCAJ. ROEUTY. NAKAMICH,I()R[)QSl, ONKYO, OI'EM OREllf. PRJMAIIE,OUAD. REL, 

Ra<SAN,IIOTEL, IIUAilJ<. SOOICUNI( SOUfll STYL£, STANDS UNIQUE, STRAJG�R� SUPRA, 
TAG �EN, TAU< ELECTROOICS, TARGET, TEAC, m:JRENS, VAN OEN Hl.l. 

Two demonstration rooms. 

IRELAND 

Hearing is Believing 

CLIHEY 
t1ui/IO 

30 years of Excellence 

55 Main Street, Blackrock, Dublin. 
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 

www.cloneyaudio.com 
Email: info@cloneyaudio.com 

Open:Tues- Sat 10 am to 6 pm. Thur- Fri 10 am to 9 pm. 

• 
KEF THX Speakers 

TAG/MERIDIAN Processing 

TAG, AOTEL Power 

SONY Vision 

BOSE Digital ... 

Telephone 353 I 6714343 

Fax: 353 I 6714398 

email: info@hificorner.ie 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
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Auditorium � 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind .. 

Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 
Ken wood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, 

Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rote!, 
Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, Teac, Technics, 

Yamaha and more. 

Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 
premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

SURREY 

COME AND 
EXPERIENCE 
HI FI AND 
HOME CINEMA 

AT ITS BEST 

THE AUDIO ftLE, 
27 HOCKERIU STREET, 
BISHOP'S STORTFORD, 
HERTFORDSHIRE CM23 20H 

TeL: 01279 506576 

FAX: 01279 506638 

Wessm: www.audiofile.co.uk 

NORFOLK 

Basically Sound of Norfolk 
STOCKlST'SOF I...EADING 111-Fl 

The Old School 
School Road 
Hracon Ash 

Norrnlk NH14 811G 
Tch (0 1508) 5 70829 

www.basicallysound.co.uk 

Audio An;ologuc. O..•yer. Dyna,·eclor. l-inal. PMC. BrystoJJ, Souncl Orgunis�Jtion, 
Tcac, aim Autlio. Chario. Chord Co. Opern Spe:•kcrs, ncnon, EpO&, 

Gn1do. ProAc. QED. Rega. Soundstylc. Stax and others. 

Oo/o FINANCE AVAILABLE 

MIDDLESEX 

�OUT.J.I Wt�T .fHU1LOGUt 
SME • MICHELL • NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE 

• GARRARD • PRoJECT • 0RTOFON 
• TuBE TECHNOLOGY (FUSION, FULCRUM) 
• CASTLE • TARGET • VOODOO ISOLATION 

Stunning SME Model10 always in stock 

01643 851351 
Graham Whittley. Men-Sun 9am-9pm 

Record Cleaners - Cleaning Service - Quality secondhand items 

KENT 
�------------ ------------

£600 
Mr. Andrew Everard in Gramophone Magazine 

"delivers a sound that's both smooth and refined 
... allied to a good degree of clarity and finesse"' 

Hi-Fi Choice "il's a 'classic valve sound' ... warm and 
cuddly ... vocals are generally lifelike and involving"' 
FREE colour literature. £600 with free delivery 
Phone 01634 373410 anytime. 1 month home trial 
www.affordablevalvecompany.com 40 watts 

'J'ownshend 

South Croyd<'m 

Audio Note 
CDJ' DAC Zero Valve 

lsolda Loudspeaker 
Cable Seismic Sinks 
will rnake a vas/ 
improt.Jemenf to your 
existing eqwpment 

CD Player 
Higb end petformance 

a11d build quality at an 
affordable price 

A��':.Jic!" N�:;:r.���n�·J��f��:_;};����e 
Goldring, Grado, Beyer plus mofe. 

Previou.•'ily owned equipm.ent avaUab 
Servicing and lif!::airs to all ,.makes of � 
Tu��t���mt£�� ����s�'LtG���:ess 

y...,_,. 
& IOQ more 

Appointment On� V 
020'"'"8686 9331 

YORKSHIRE 

Best place rn town 
for H1-F1 and 

1'-IOme Cmema PS I)"'U..,.""*ifif 
·�D"tp no-� 

r-�,��������������lir� � 
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www.hifibitz.co.uk 

Advertise in our new 1What's What on the Web' section. 
To find out more information call HI Fl CHOICE AD TEAM 

on 020 7317 2600 

PHASEJ HIFI 

LEADING HI-FI & 'HOME CINEMA' SPECIALISTS 
FOUR LISTENING AND VIEWING STUDIOS 

'EXPERIENCED AND FRIENDLY SALES STAFF 

'INSTALLATION SERVICE *CREDIT Ft\CI:LITIES 

*HOME DEMONSTRJ\TIONS toi>ART EXCHANGE 

ARCAM • B&W • NAUTILUS 800 • CASTLE 
CHORD ELECTRONICS • DENON • KEF 

LINN • LOEWE • MARANTZ • MERIDIAN 
NAIM • PlO EER • ROTEL • YAMAHA 

213-215 TARRING ROAD, WORTHING, 
WEST SUSSEX BN1 1 4HW 

245577 FAX: 505824 

SALES AND SERVICE 

RE.Vox 
SERVICE 

THE MANUFACTURERS' 
APPOINTED SERVICE COMPANY 

Correct Revox Spare Parts Pricing 

24 Hour Estimation procedure 

Manufacturer Upgrades and Advice 

Delivery and Collection Service 

Comprehensive Guarantees 

Factory Trained Engineers 

Rapid Response Turnaround 

Full Revox range serviced 

Written Technical Reports 

Late Evening Opening 

TH EA ATE c H NoLo a v I: :EM :1: T E D 
TTL House. Sheeptick End. Near Lidlington. Bedfordshire, MK43 OSF 

Telephone 01525 841999 Facsimile 01525 841009 

• 
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SALES & SERVICES ACCESSORIES 

Thiel 2.2 Mora do (rosewood), superb condition _ _£1595 
Thiel 2.2 Speakers --t995 
Linn lsobariks with Stands 895 
ATC Towers 7's 795 
Audionote ANE/SE (Rosewood) F. Veneer __5:3995 
Kef 10112 Speakers 475 
Mission 782 Loudspeakers (stand mount model)£250 
Tannoy 15" dual concentric Speakers 

in superb oak cabinets -----..£2995 
Selection of Thiel ex demo Speakers. 

All with 10 year guarantee phone 
we are now main dealers for Orchid Speakers 

�.'-'(.·��111' 
Mark Levinson rY'Il26S pre-amp 2995 
Krell KSP· 7B balanced with phonostage & 

power stWy 95 
Mark levinson Ml26 pre-amp with phonostage -E2995 
Burmester 785 with phonostage, ____ __£895 
Nairn 42.5 pre-amp with 140 power amp ----t495 
Z System digital pre-amp ..£2750 
Audio Research phone 1 stage MM & MC----E895 
Exposure 21 Pre-Amp NEW with remote --£890 
Passlabs Aleph P Pre-Amp. ________ £2495 
Graaf WFB two Pre-Amp --E1195 

Mark levinson 20.5 Monoblocks 4795 
Rega Mira Amplifier .£325 
Sony TA·AX320 Amplifier- 65 
Mark Levinson 334 Integrated Amplifier, mint-£3995 
Rowland Model 1 Power Amplifier 1995 
Mark Levinson 33H Monoblocks 

(our own ex- dem) _______ -t16495 
Mark Levinson MLJ Amplifier ____ --.£2995 
Rowland Model 5 power Amplifier 

(champagne gold face plate) _____ £2695 
Pioneer Precis km integrated Amplifier --t295 
Cello Performance 11 Mono Amplifiers--t9995 
Mark Levinson 332 200 wpc Power Amplifier J:3995 
Audionote P4 Monoblocks 3395 
Exposure 18 Stereo Amplifier 495 
Adcom GFA 5300 Power Amplifier 295 

� 00j\4;f .. li:f.i:J;jijel:it*J 
Mark Levin son ML37 CD Transport. 2795 
Denon DCD660 CD Player 95 
NAD 517 Mu�i changer CD Player 195 
Linn Karik CO Player 895 

£995 
--.£1295 

__£150 
---l:150 

Denon TU·260L Tuner 65 
2mtr CZ Gel Balanced Interconnect (£650) -ONLY £1995 
Nakamichi BX2 Cassette Deck (just serviced) -E295 
Audio Research 2 metre set Litzline speaker cab� 

(£765) ex Demo 495 
Teac A-33405 Tape Recorder 595 
Stax lamda Nova electrostatic 

headphones and energiser --------E595 
Selections of MrT cables availabk! at discounted prices 

Technics Sl·BDZ Turntable ____ ___£75 
Thorens TD125 Turntable 295 
CEC Turntable & PSU 495 
Helius Silver Wired Tonearm 995 
Roksan Xerxes. The mechanic pick-up arm and 

Linn Trioka Cartridge --E795 
VPI TNT Turntable 495 
Luxman PO 282 Turntable _______ --...£75 
Technics SLD2 Turntable ________ £75 

we now offer 0° o finance· "'""'K' •o ""�' 

Please phone to arrange an audition 
Main Dealers for: 

Mark Levinson, Thiel & Absolute Sounds 
Tet 01903 872288 

EverWlgs: 07860 660001 Fax: 01903 872234 

We accept: � I!!J 
Email address: heatherdale@hifi·stereo.com 

Midland Audio X-change 

Ex-demo & Second hand equipment 

CD Players & DAC'S 
Arcam Alpha 6 CD player (5 upgraded to 6) 

Arcam Delta 70.2 CD player 

Audio Alchemy DDE1 .QV D/A Converter 
Audio Note DAC 1 Valve DAC 

Audio Synthesis DAX 2 DAC 
Audiolab 8000 CDM CD player 

Audiolab 8000 DAC D/A Converter 20 Bit 

Densen Beat 400 CD player (New) HDCD 

Jadis JD3 Deluxe CD playerfTransport 

Kenwood 9010X Clock 3 moded Transport 

Marantz CD 7 

Monrio 1 8B2 DAC 

Monrio Bit Match Transport 

Pink Triangle Dacapo HDCD 20 Bit 

Pink Triangle Ordinal 1 8 Bit DAC 

Rega JupiterTransporVIo DAC 

Resolution Audio D92 24/96 Dac/Processor 

Resolution Audio VTg6o DVD Transport 

Wadi a 6 CD player 

Wadia 860iX CD player (Ex·Demo) 

Preamplifiers 
Audio Research LS2 Hybrid Preamplifier 
Audio Research LS2 MKII Hybrid Preamplifier 

Audio Research LSg Remote Solid State (Ex-demo) 

Beard P505 Preamplifier with Phone Stage 

Densen DM20 Preamplifier 

DPA Enlightenment (New style) 

Graal WFB Two (New & boxed) 

Mod Squad Line Drive AGT 

Michell ArgoHR/Hera 
OCM 55 Preamplifier 

1gg 

179 

99 

350 

1250 
499 

339 

ggg 

17g5 

275 

2999 

399 

499 

695 

349 

750 

995 

1g99 
1850 

5999 

129g 

1695 

1399 

575 

8gg 

4g9 

1199 

299 

475 

399 
Sony Ref Preamplifier Esoteric TA 1 ES (New ) 32299 

Amplifiers 
Audiolab 8000S Integrated 52g 

Audio Innovations 1st Audio Mono Blocks 599 
Audio Note P2SE Valve Power Amplifier 795 

Audion Sterling Integrated Line 449 

Bartelomeo Transperenza ST1 40 Power Amplifier 695 

Densen DM10 Line Integrated 950 

Graaf GM100 (New & boxed) 3299 

Graaf 50/50 Push Pull Power amplifier (New & boxed) 1695 

Graaf GM20 OTL Ex-Demo Re-Valved 1995 

Jadis JA80 Mono 60W Valve Amplifiers 3499 

Michell Alecto MK2 Mono Power amplifiers 1599 

OCM 200 Power Amplifier 799 
Rega Big Brio Amplifier 1 99 
Rega Luna Amplifier 245 
Rega Maia Power Amplifier 34g 
Unison Research Pentode 35 Valve In! (4x EL34) 9g5 

Loudspeakers 
Acoustic Energy Aegis 2 Beech 1 69 

Audio Note AN-J/SP Light Oak Loudspeakers 750 

Audio Note AN-KISP Light Ash Loudspeakers 629 

Diapason Karis Walnut 2 Way Monitor (New) 950 

Final 0.3 Hybrid Electrostatics (Ex-demo) 1 2g9 

Impulse Maya Loudspeakers (New & boxed) 3g5 

Indigo Model One 250 

Indigo Model Three 375 

Indigo Centre 1 129 

Magnaplanar SMG C SE Black 59g 

Opera Platea Mahogany Floorstander 549 

Velodyne TX81 0 Mk2 Subwoofer 379 

Tuners & Tape Decks 
Cymbal C DAB Digital Tuner (Ex-demo) 750 

Magnum Dynalab FT1 01 Analogue Tuner (New) 679 

Rega Radio R Tuner (Ex-demo) 249 

Roksan Caspian Tuner AM/FM (Ex-demo) 399 

Midland Audio X-change is looking for good used 
British & American Hi-fi 

www. m id la ndaudiox-change.co.uk 

call John Roberts Tell Fax 01562 822236 

181 Franche Rd • K1dderm1nster • Worcs • DY11 5AD 

e-mall sales@midlandaudiox-change.co.uk 

Mobile 07721 605966 

Midland Audio X-change 

hififorsal 

SPECIALISTS 

Fronl End Problems? 
contact: 

The Cartridge Man 
lt doesn't ha,·e to cost an arm :md a leg to get the best- listen to my Koetsu- and

Dccca-cater. 
Also agents for Croft. Moth. Hadeock & Michell & EAR 

Vahe equipment re-build service available. also Cartridge Man Electronic stylus gauge. 

-Plus cartridge re-tipping service 

020 8688 6565 
Website: www.thecartridgeman.com 

Damping Resonance for better sound 
www.hi-fi-accessories.com 

Cd-strS, highly rated by Stereo and Audio, 
Germany's leading HiFi magazines. 

£59 set of four isolating footrests. 
No-risk money-back guarantee. 

Information and orders: 
cd-str5, 1 Mortimer Cottages, Leominster, Hfds. HR6 gTG 

Tel: 01568 708 739 cd-str5@talk21.com 

CARTRIDGES 
Trade in your old moving coil and 

save up to 45% off a new one!! 
I CAN ALSO SUPPLY: TURNTABLES, TONEARMS, 

CASSETIE DECKS, CD PLAYERS, OAT, MINI DISC. CDR. 
LOUDSPEAKERS. HI Fl FURNITURE, AMPLIFIERS, TUNERS. 
ACCESSORIES. BLANK TAPES & DISCS, TEST CD'S. TEST 

RECORDS, TEST CASSETIES, CABLES, AERIALS, 
TRACKING FORCE GAUGES, ALIGNMENT PROTRACTORS. 

All goods are brand new & boxed with full U.K. guarantees. 
No ex·dem or ex·display equipment. No grey imports. 

Delivery is free. Sorry, no general catalogue. Please phone or 
write for specific details. 

IAN HARRISON HI Fl IMAIL ORDER ONLY) 
From: 7 MILL HILL, REPTON, DERBY, DE65 6GQ. 
TEL: 01283 702875 9am-9pm including Sundays 

Advertise 
�-

life re !' ! 
P" !LL ";� 

020 7317 2600 



This month in 

ON SPECIAL 
The best films • The best stunts • The best 

stars • The best discs to see them on 

PLUS John Woo on the making of M:l-2 • Mel Gibson tells us why he 
became a Braveheart • Preview of Mr Madonna's latest caper, Snatch 

Reviewed: The Patriot , Rambo Trilogy, The Royle Family And more ••• 

WHAT DVD ISSUE 22 ON SALE NOW 





DIRECTORY 

GLOSSARY 
5.1 CHANNEL AUDIO: Six discrete 
channels, typically front leh and right. 
centre, surround leh and right, and LFE 

{low Frequency Effects). 
AC-3: Audio Coce number 3, the corn· 
pression algorithm that lies behind Dol by 
Digital. 
BALANCE: Most loudspeakers have a 
characteristic frequency balance result
ing from emphasising parts of the audio 
range and/or de-emphasising others. 
BASS: The lowest three oaaves of the 
audio band- hence 'low bass' refers to 
the bottom octave {20·40Hz); 'mid·bass' 
the middle oaave {40·80Hz); and 'upper 
bass' the 80·160Hz oaave. 
BI·AMP: {sometimes tri·amp): 
loudspeakers equipped with separate 
access terminals to each drive unit can 
be driven by separate (matching) power 
amplifiers for each driver. 
BI·WIRE: {sometimes tri·wire): 
loudspeakers with separate access ter
minals to each driver can be driven by 
separate cable runs between the power 
amp and each driver. 
CD-R: Recordable CD that cannot be 
erased, though discs that have not been 
completely filled can have more tracks 
added later until the disc is finalised. 
CD-RW: Recordable/erasable and re· 
recordable CD, discs must be unfinalised 
before they can be re-recorded. 
CLASS A: Operation of an amplifying 
stage or device in which current always 
flows, as opposed to Class B, where 
some of the devices are effectively 
turned off some of the time. Class A 

tends to give lower distortion. 
CLASS AB: Most practical amps oper· 
ate in Class A for the first fraction of a 
watt and Class B thereafter. 
CLIPPING: An amplifier's output wave· 
form is 'clipped' if the volume is 
advanced too far and no more 'volts' are 
available to sustain ever increasing 
power levels. Distortion increases 
dramatically at this point. 
CLOCK: Any electronic oscillator that is 
used to generate a timing reference signal. 
CROSSOVER: A simple electrical net· 
work which divides the full bandwidth 
signal received from the power amplifier. 
apportioning appropriate parts of the 
spectrum to the various drive units. 
DAC OR DIGITAL· TO-ANALOGUE 

CONVERTER: The stage at which 
incoming 16·24 bit digital data is used 
to reconstruct a recognisable analogue 
(music) waveform. 
DOLBY DIGITAL DD (AC3): A corn· 
pressed {1 0 :  1) digital audio format that 
typically contains five or more entirely 
discrete channels. 
DOLBY PRO-LOGIC DPI.: Forerunner 
to DD that 'steers' information to the 
front UR, centre and mono surround 
channels via an analogue matrix. 
DRIVE UNIT/DRIVER:A transducer 
which converts electrical energy into 
acoustic energy, eg main driver. tweeter. 
DSP OR DIGITAL SIGNAL 

PROCESSOR: Integrated circuit that 
handles the decocing of digital audio 
streams. In 5.1 processors it separates 
the left from right and front from rear 
while managing the various bass options. 
DTS OR DIGITAL THEATRE SOUND: 

Competitor to Dolby Digital with a 
reduced 4:1 compression ratio that, 
ostensibly, promises higher quality. 
ELECTRICAL DIGITAL: Any digital 
connection that uses an electrical cable 
rather than optical. Includes the bal· 
anced {'AES/EBU') interface. 
FILTERS: Intrinsic to digital audio is the 
extensive use of filters, both analogue 
and digital. These are ohen very sophisti· 
cated in design, and in total they proba· 
bly have rather more to do with the 
'personality' of CD player sound than 
most other factors. 
FINALISE {CD·R):The process of copy· 
ing the Table of Contents from its tempo
rary area on CO-R and RW where it is 

ignored by CD players, to the final posi· 
tion where it is recognised by CD players. 
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: The range 
of frequencies, from low to high, which a 
loudspeaker will reproduce. 
IMPEDANCE: With speakers, the corn· 
plex electrical load that a loudspeaker 
presents to the amplifier which is driving n. 

JIMR: An insidious distortion specific 
to digital audio whereby the clock, used 
to regulate the conversion of data into 
analogue audio, carries a degree of 
uncertainty. 
LINE·LEVEL: Practically every mocern 
source component (except phono car
tridges) give an output in the region of 
1·2V. common� referred to as 'line 
level'. lt follows that all inputs labelled 
'CD', 'tuner', 'aux' or 'tape' are usual� 
interchangeable. 
LOSSLESS COMPRESSION: A 

methoc of redudng the number of data 
bits {density) without corrupting the 
original description of the musical signal. 
LOSSY COMPRESSION: Reduction in 
data density by recourse to a psycho
acoustical mocel that predicts what is, 
and what is not, 'audible' within a 
sequence of music. 
MAIN DRIVER: A drive unit which 
reproduces both bass and midrange 
frequencies. 
MASKING EFFECT: The audibility of 
distortion and/or quieter instruments in a 
mix depends upon the intensity of the 
music as whole. 
MIDRANGE: The middle three or so 
octaves of the audio band, Y-Jilere the ear is 
most sensitive. covering the approximate 
frequency span from 160Hz up to 3kHz. 
NETWORK: see Crossover. 
OUTPUT IMPEDANCE: A measure of 
resistance to alternating current, a low 
output impedance {say, below 100 ohms 
or so) helps ensure compatibility with 
most amplifiers. even when using long or 
unusual designs of interconnect cables. A 

high impedance, especially in conjunction 
with an amplifier with a low input imped
ance (some are as low as eight kOhms, 
although the standard is 47 kOhms) can 
result in audible treble losses. 
PU OR PHASE-LOCKED LOOP: A 

technique by which a dock of defined 
characteristics is used to generate a new 
dock at a different frequency from the 
original. 
PRESENCE: Critical section of the 
audio band at the point where midrange 
and treble meet. 
QUANTISATION NOISE: A form of 
distortion or noise resulting from errors 
in the description of the musical signal 
by the digital coce. 
SAMPLE RATE: The rate at which the 
musical waveform is sliced up into dis
crete chunks. For CD this is 44.1 kHz or 
once every 0 .023msec. DVD will also 
support 48kHz and 96kHz. 
SENSITIVITY: The relative loudness 
that a speaker generates for a specific 
voltage input. Expressed in decibels per 
watt{dBM'). 
TOSLINK: The proprietary name given 
by Toshiba to the optical fibre signal 
transmission system it invented for con
sumer applications. The system includes 
dedicated connectors, transmitters and 
receivers. 
TRANSISTOR/MOSFET: the two main 
types of power semiconductor used in 
amplifier output stages. Differences are 
subtle and much argued over! 
TREBLE: High frequencies, the top end 
of the audio band, eg above 3kHz. 
TWEETER: Treble driver. 
WATTS {PER CHANNEL): the watt is 
the unit of electrical power and the WPC 
rating is the maximum average undis
torted power that an amp can deliver to 
a typical speaker. However, speaker 
sensitivity variations can make more dif
ference than amplifier output in many 
cases. 
WOOFER: Bass driver. 
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AMPLIFIERS 
STEREO AMPLIFIERS - INTEGRATED 

STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 

Affordable Valve Co. EL34 A real bargain on the face of it, but the sound is oh so soft, warm and old-valve. Too much of a good thing 
Alchemist Kraken APD6A Compact, with Darth Vader styling, yet sound quality is meek and mild, despite strong midband dynamics 

0 AMC 3025a 140 Sur�isingly potent and easy on the ear, if not especially analytical- classic bargain-basement material. in fact 

[!] AM( 3050a 170 Tremendous value for money, and a full, big, if rather uninformative sound 
@1 Arcam Alpha One 230 �er like an Alpha 7 but without the remote control and what appears to be better sound quality still 

0 
0 

0 
IT£] 

� 

0 

Arcam Alp�a 7R_ 
300 Dece�. � s�ghtly sys� fussy amplifier that no longer pulls all the right strings 

_
Ar=ca::.cmc:.:..:AI"'p-"ha:._8::.cR:_ ____ _::_3:._50_+-W-' o-- rk:...m_;_an= like amplifier is well thought through, but is now beginning to show its age. 

500 Not quite a match for the Alpha 9/9P combo, the solo integrated is nevertheless colourful and explicit� detailed Arcam Alpha_9 _ 

Area m Alpha 10 800 Although not the best sounding in its class. the Alpha 10's modular nature demands it be taken seriously 
Area m FMJ A22 
ATC 51A2-150 

Aria S2 

_____ 1.000 __ Pow�����ate. and expandable into a home-'ci_ne:___ m_a_co _r m_u:.__lt_iro--o_ m_,a_ m,__pi_co_m_ro_lle'---r--------------1' 
--'---'------------'-'-'9c-84-l·�-impressive sounding integrated amp with a dynamic, open and detailed sound 

1,000 Glamorously packaged valve amp produces a real eyes dosed, feet up kind of sound 

Bryston B60R 

Superbly finished, the entry-level Audio Analogue perf:::or..::m:.,s w:Ca::Ly.::o:::ut;:o:_:f i:::_ts;:cl:::as:::_s ,-----,----,--,--::-------------1 
Upgraded, more powerlul Puccini is disappointingly sluggish and curiously lacking in musical vitality 
Fine, detailed a�lif� with exce�ent timing and strong control of a wide range of loudspeaker loads 
Great build, but the lazy bass and opaque treble bracket an articulate mid band. Comes with 20 year guarantee 

0 �bridge Audio AS�RC 
0 Canary Audio CA-608 _ 

Solid v�ue, �cent build and a surfeit of watts make this an attractive proposition, but it can sound slightly loose 
If you value the grand scheme of things and appreciate a bit of dynamic vigour this could be the amp for you 

0 Copland CSA8 __ 9<1_5___ 
0 Copland �SA� ---�---1_,349 

_Sophisticated yet transparent, this is one of those amplifiers that sounds good even when the gloss has worn off 
�e.9ant Scandinavian cool, abundantly detailed if somewhat system dependent 

Copland CTA 402 1,698 A unusually flexible valve amp with an anradive and textured sound 
CR Developments CR324 569 Solid and capable on paper; this is a bit of a blunt instrument when let loose on the music 

0 Cymbal �- = __ �- Lacklustre amplifier tends to underperform with complex material. Best with straightforward compad loudspeakers 
Creek 4330 279 -f-'-Di--'m'-- inu:._to---·ve:__bc:u :__t c;._: la;;:;ss-'-y-'-am__,p'--wo--'· 1_1 d'--ri---ve'-'a'-- nyt"-h'-- in-'g'-, a'--n"- d .::'•--n_:_be:._s:.cpec= ifi;._:e<l:_._in_v_;:a _rioc:u:___ s c_:_:o_ nfo-'og -'-ur-'-at -"io--' ns

:--,--
------------j 

Creek 4330SE 499 Somewhat perplexing, though always interesting, miniature audiophile amplifier, needs careful system matching 
[D Cyrus 5 500 A enjoyable amp that is assured and unflappable, although detail is unremarkable 

0 Cyrus 7 7�-- _ __!elcome return to form for the Cyrus stable: this is the best sounding audio brick around 
� Denon PMA·255UK 140 Great beer-budget buy, with everything necessary for basic but decent high fidelity operation 

Oenon PMA·725R: 350 �a�, bold, up-front presentation, but musically unexcitlng 
0 Denon PMA-1SOOR 500 R.::9mmended for its outrageous power, especially with problem speakers 

0 Oensen Beat B-100 Mkll 650 High 'air guitar' fador, and can punch above its weight, but check it will complement your system 
Electrocompaniet ECl-3 1,000 B�ally good, but too many rough edges to warrant recommendation 
Ezo Aria Hc:; E:_ ______ 449 q�k. deta� ��aggressive and sometimes coarse sounding amp_ Beautifully turned out, though 
Graaf Venticinque 1, 790 Smart and practical, but it just never seems to shine sonically 

0 Harman/Kardon HK630 _______ 200 Sharp, clean but sometimes slightly raw-sounding budget amp 
_Hc: •::.rm= ani.::;Kc:a::_ rd:::oc:n_;_H:::K:.:c69::_: 0:_ __ _:__530 Bold, dynamic amplifier with plenty of balls, but not the most sophisticated sound on earth 

750 A 'no-�db�c� circuit giving outstanding resolu'--tio'--n '-', b"'u-'-t s'-'ig'-'ni--foc :can--'t--'lo-'-ad'-d'-'e-"- pe'--n-'-de'--n"-cy
--,

-------,-
-------j 

..;.;c.:_:..;.___c _______ _c69 5 Well-built and technically accomplished, affordable valve integrated with subtle refined, if not quite gripping sound 

_J_V_;_C_AY._-_R_5 _______ 200 Versatile, and lots of even-handed, articulate detail; but let down by superficiality 
Kenwood KAF-3010R 180 Plenty of ���ly bits yet weak on inputs, and__ basically good. but somewhat uneven sound quality 

O Kenwood KAF-3030R 250 Highly capable amp with good treble, bass and fine detail 
Kenwood KA-509�_R ---� ��2.:-�� � �quipped and high tech integrated, but TRAITR ou_tput still gives a harsh, unsubtle pe�orm��--------
Krell KAV-SOOi S,OOO More at home in background listening/home cinema applications than out-and-out audio maniac set-ups 

_
':':'_ndah! �ag _Amp 

0 �agnum_IA 120 
1.735 
265 

Unusual va��agnetic amp hybrid with relaxed balance and good timbre 
Mirr_9r !�n ��h -��p���-with bold, colourful d�livery, but needs careful system matching to avoid loss of clarity 

Magnum Class A SE 795 A MOSFET amplifier drawing_ inspiration from the world of valves. this is an erratically refined, detailed amplifier 
Marantz PM-6010 OSE 229 Go� starter �mptifier, �ith �ara:.: ct::.: e..::ris::.:tic:.:s::.:mc:_oo:._ th:_:_,_.:lo..::w.ck :!.ey-'d'-"el"- ive::cry'----------------------1 
Marantz PM7000 300 �?::_?!.P._o�er for the price, but detail and subtlety seem to have been sacrificed 
Marantz PM60��� Kl Sig _ 400 Well-made, but somewhat ill-balanced amplifier that doesn't slot into most systems comfortably 
Marantz PM·17 900 Probably �n�it for_!heWBT ter�inals and other build features alone, but this model doesn't sing as it should 

_ Marantz PM·17 �-Signature 1,300 F� fe�ture _audi�phi!:_ amp where the end results don't quite justify the fantastic ingredients 
Monrio Asty E�-��2 ��ut iU-discipli�:d· even on amplifier with unpredictable system compatibility 

0 Musical Fidel� X_:A2 ___ � _ _A chip off the old block; sounds very similar to the X-A 1 and XA-100R 
S�milar to the XA-lOOR internally, and a little too relaxed for some 

0 
@] 
0 
[B 
0 

0 

_Musical Fidelity,_A---' 3'--
--

-

�yryad T-40 
Myryad Ml120 
NAD C320 
NAD 040 
NAD C350 
NAD 317 
NAD 5300 
Opera Aida 

- --
----

Pathos Classic One 
Pioneer A-407R 
Pioneer A·607R 

Sings like � thoroughbred, but better with ���t than M6t�ead ____________ -------

Curiously designed. and curious sounding amplifier with Sound Sentinel circuits to address perceived weaknesses 
The T-� is� built a�� sensible, but needs more dynamics and finesse 
Well styled, well built: a good, even tempered amplifier; although it can sound rather brittle 
Excellent���g_e�mp f�m the maker of the seminal 3020 offers better clarity and neutrality and good bui!d 
A_das� N!'D a�lifier c¥s with any speaker, delivers plenty of power, and does so with calm decorum 
A typical NAD: refined, warm tonality, adequate detail, and a strong power yield 
B� quality aside. the curr� improved version is a real powerhouse. but smooth and detailed too 

_ �bstantial integrated with loads of power and no shortage of finesse, slightly bass-strong 
Low p�wer (in �rc:_ctice) minima list integrated amp, but the mahogany wings don't help it to fly 
Unusual looks and even more unu;_ual electronic design, but compromised musical potential 
Clean, consistent, finely detailed sound, good finish and (mainly) good build 

0 --·-------------···- --�i�ely, articulate amp with plenty of drive and a hint of brightness 
Pioneer A07 

0 Pri!!cisa Acustica Sonoro 
[!] !rima�-10 
0 Primare A20 Mkll 
@] 

_
Primare A30.1 -
Rega Elex 

S;:rious blend of high-end attributes and inconsistent, though undeniably detailed sound 
1,800 � �:_n�_ohen that t�ansistor �p�rs are made to-=-so:._u;___nd:_sc:o_cp_;__alp'-'a-'- bl_,_y_.:va'-lv"-e----lik:-=-e _____ ______ ____ --i 
500 Beautifully made, smooth and easy sounding, and though not overtly detailed or dynamic, is well organised musically 
799 Ev���� �e��ck�g�g _h�s changed in �I version: but ballsier model has lost none of its refinement 

1,499 __ Su_rerb !:_�i������th_et!_:s. a�d u�?emonstra_�_;_m:.:u :.:sic::.:a:_:l d=ow:_:_n::.:t_:;_o _: :it:..s s:..m ::al:.:l'.::".::" :::'e::.w'--c:-,-,--.,-----------------
398 Minimal is! amplifier, derived from Elicit, is a little uninspiring, although at least it is well behaved 
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STEREO AMPliFIERS - INTEGRATED (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT ' I 

Restek Fantasy 11 
0 Roksan Kandy KA-'!.._ 
0 Roksan Caspian 

Rose Scion 

� Rotel RA-931 Mk 11 
� Rotel RA-971 Mkll 

Rotel RA-972 -- -
Sharp SM-SX1 00 -
Sharp SM-SX1 

0 Sony TA-FB740R 

Sony TA·FB940R 

T+A PA-1220R 

Tact Millennium Mk 11 
TAG Mclaren 60i 

TAG Mclaren 60iRv 

0 Talk Electronics Storm 1 

Talk Electronics Cydone 1 
[!] �� Electronics S�orm 2 

Teac A·E2000 

Technics 5U-A660 Mk 3 

Technics SU-A808 

0 Token Audio K50 ----- -
�b�echnology Unisis Sig 

Yamaha AX-392 --
Yamaha AX-496 

0 Yamaha AX-492 

Yamaha AX-592 

£ COMMENTS 
1499 Muscular, but ultimately rather strident amplifier which needs careful system matching 

475 Power with control, barely compromised by a small degree of dryness 

795 Mainstream Roksan line level amp works well under most circumstances 

615 Unique two-box integrated gives real subtlety and low level resolution, but the sound lacks scale and weight 

189 Simple, non-remote amp majors on clarity and transparency, without sounding over-analytical 

275 Improved AR971 is a chip off the old block: bags of power. but with added pre<ision and clarity 

400 Bener in the treble than the bass, which is a little too rounded and woolly 

10,000 The world's first stable, 1-bit digital amplifier is a technological milestone that should go from strength to strength 

3,300 Jewel like 1-bit digital amplifier with limited power reservers but offering glimpes of sonic magic 

200 Very open and clear sound, comfortable with a wide range of musical styles 

300 Technically innovative amplifier fails to cut the mustard with complex material 

1,445 Unique presentation and feature set, but sometimes rather relentless sound quality 

7,000 This digital class D amplifier represents a bold declaration on the future expansion of digital audio in the home 

500 Clean, slightly antiseptic sound from this beautifully turned out entry level Audiolab BOOOLX replacement 

1,000 Looks, feels and sounds better than the Audiolab it supersedes. Smooth, open, refined but lacks body and drive 

500 Good soundstaging and strong detail are provided by this unassuming and not especially powerful model 

550 Much improved build quality and silver finish, but the sound lacks physicality and can sound strained 

650 Crisp, clean, well defined sound, arguably lacking warmth, but a good midrange purchase overall 

180 Has the potential to cause significant damage in the budget amp sector once the wrinkles are ironed out 

200 Plenty of wellie for the price, but the sound can be a tad coarse and lacking in fine detail 

300 Intriguing amplifier, with abundant detail but dynamically rather flat 

350 Stainless steel finish, others available. Sound is warm and attractive, though a little undynamic 

2.400 A very attractive product which combines many classic valve attributes to good effect 

170 Standard budget fare, and it's easy to pick holes, but in undemanding surroundings it works creditably 

179 lacklustre, if well equipped and powerful, amplifier shows some improvements over previous amps, but not enough 

220 Powerful, well equipped amplifier at an attractive price, offers powerful and engaging music-making 

280 Fine. middle ranking amplifier, with a detailed midband but performance declines at frequency extremes 

STEREO AMPliFIERS - PRE/POWER AMPliFIERS 

STATUS PRODUCT I COMMENTS 
Amp Flux System 2 3,000 Three-box affair with a dean, spacious sound and plenty of slam. A touch steely, but undeniably potent 

Alchemist Kraken APD7AJ8A 11 1,098 Unusual looks and unusual sound too, rather rough and lacking detail 

0 Area m Alpha 9C/10P 1,000 Well specified and flexible preamp with sound only just lacking in greatness 

� Arcam Alpha 9P 400 Clear, colourful and well-disciplined, the Arcam is a strong all-rounder that can compete with conviction 

Audio Note M Zero/P Zero 998 Neat shoe box-size components. Able to impart music with real life and soul-when partnered with P Zero power amps 

[ill Border Patrol 3008 SE 3,995 Single ended valve power amp with passion, grace and fire, and plenty of grunt to boot 

Cary CAD 2A3SE 1,575 Monoblock valve power amp. low power but gives delightful speed, coherence and transparency 

Chord SPM-4000 8,500 Sound is as stylish as its appearance is bold. Probably one of the best amps you are likely to hear 

Copland CTA-301Mkll/505 2,498 Sweet sounding, but never gets bogged down in audio treacle. Refined yet never over civilised 

� Creek P43R/AS2SE 949 Excellent sound, remote control operation and upgrade options from fine value preamp. 

Crimson 620C 875 Not entirely satisfactory power amp which has dynamic strengths, but underachieves when the volume is raised 

0 Crimson CS610/CS630 1,250 Good, clear sound, including a decent phone stage, but flexibility is limited. Slim line monoblocks with grunt and finesse 

Cyrus Power 498 Detail and midband clarity and stand-out qualities. Smooth and refined with most types of music but bass�soft 

Cyrus aCA7/aPA7 2,694 low feedback power amp design that's a positive departure from the transistor norm, preamp is functional but not as impressive 

Densen Beat 8-200 1,000 A versatile preamp with a high 'air-guitar' factor and Densen's characteristic styling 

0 Oensen 8-300 800 Expensive but highly musical. Colourful and and warm sound with strong timing and listener involvement 

[ill Gamut 0200 2,995 Single MOSFET pair per side gives tremendous resolution and timing (balanced only). Formerly Sirius 
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[ill levinson 380/334 9,490 Preamplifier combines precision and warmth with unusual configurability, power has refinement, authority and transparency to spare 6 

r-- ---.-- � 195 
r-- r--:-- 6Q'-lFD Mistral linestage/Power 898 Strong ergonomics, generally decent sound, but a little lacking in detail 6 165 

Meridian 502 1,295 Extremely sophisticated analogue controller with tremendous flexibility and a fast and tidy presentation 7 r-- . c----' .......:.:__ 
r--!--, 162 

Michell Orca/Aiecto mono 3,600 line-level design with a gorgeous remote and focused, spacious sound � 
r-- f-too-
r-- r--!--, 187 r--

0 Moth 30 Series Monoblocks 879 Tested with Active Preamp. Demonstrated solid balance and proved adept at delivering vital musical qualities 1 � 155 
Moth 30 Active LSI60 Stereo 

r--- r---
948 Excellent-sounding ultra-simple miniature preamp, power amp lacks finesse and control, however 4 � 165 

Muse Model Three 
� i---

1,990 Natural sounding tranny preamp with useful audiophile features. Works beautifully with 160 power amp 5 ,__.!.__ 166 
0 Musical Fidelity X-P100 800 Good long-term listening prospects; detailed and a little fruitiness (tested with X-A200 power amp) 6 -.-- .;_._ 

!-------' 200 "---' � 
Musical Fidelity NuVista 300 3,300 Powerful smooth sound with tremendous bass extension. Capacity to fulfil the demands of the most dynamic material I - 7--- � 199 
Myryad MA120 450 Based on Ml120 integrated- see latter for comments, but sounds significantly better when bi-amped with Ml120 1 - 7--- � 165 

0 NAD 114 270 Beer-budget preamp which sounds focused, detailed and consistent 6 _!___ • • 165 
0 NAO Silverline 51 OO/S200 2,000 Beautifully built kit that sounds as good as it looks with heaps of power 7 

� 
-:--..- 200 200 

Naim NAC92R/NAP90 Upgradeable preamp uses proprietary socketry. Power amp from Nait integrated with some improvements 
-o-- -

1,080 5 - • � 165 
Naim NAC102/NAP180 2,122 More of a 'character act' than a neutral reproduction system, majors on excitement at the expense of subtlety 6 [• � 200 -

[ill Nairn NAPSOO Wonderful neutrality, bandwidth and dynamic range, plus Nairn's uaditional leading edge definition 10,000 I 140 208 
0 Rega Hai/Exon 

r--
125 2,194 Passive line stage dedicated to Exon monoblock power amps, bold outgoing, in-command sound 6 r--!- • r-!-- 165 

� Roksan Caspian POW':!:_ 595 Excels musically and in conventional hi-fi terms. A power amp for people with long-term satisfaction in mind 1 � 183 
r---1-, r-- f--"---Rotel RC-971 150 Low price is offset by rather coarse sound quality with certain types of music. (Tested with RB-971 power amp) 5 • 178 

Samuel Johnson pca100 1,800 Stylish wood and metal facia · precise, clean sound with an emphasis on leading edges 
r-- r--e �--. r--1-6 201 

TAG Mclaren PA20R/125M Clean, detailed sound but limited thrill power 
c--- r--;-;s 1,500 6 � ·- 184 

Talk Hurricane 2l!Tornado 2 Design of integrity which gets to the heart, if not the soul, of the music 
,__ � 1,249 6 '"' 16� 

Technics SU·C3000 Price includes SE-A3000. Supremely dean and even sounding combo, though it could be more musically involving 
� -;-- _;,:_ 

2,997 5 � 188 
Technics SU-C1010 300 Although the sound's basically all there, it's arguable that a good integrated offers more, for less 6 _!_ 

f-'· -:--..-
-

200 
Thule Spirit PA 100 600 More successful than matching preamp: sound is gutsy and lively, and generally clean I 

-'---'--
loO 187 
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PHONO STAGES 

STATUS PRODUCT > I I COMMENTS 

0 

0 
� 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

Clear��o Symp�ono 740 Slightly inconsistent balance marrs the performance of this lively performer 

Creek OBH-9 160 A neat little unit with an essentially neutral and listenable character 

Cyrus aEQ7/PSX-R B26 Very hi-tech product which tends too much towards smoothness except at climaxes, which can be rough 

Oensen DP-Drive/DP-02 350 Quite unusual design in many ways: sound is mostly good but never quite shakes off a 'synthetic' quality 

Electrocom�niet ECP-1 495 An excellent phone amp that combines well-rounded balance with detail and low noise 

Moth 30 Series Phono - 249 Fine sound all round, in any kind of music, from this bargain phone stage 

NAD PP-1 40 A basic phono stage that does its job rather coarsely: a bit bass-shy too 

Pass labs XOno 2,995 Not absolutely neutral, but the overall result is so beguiling it's hard to resist 

Primare R-20 500 Fights a little shy of densely scored music, but generally an enjoyable and neutral performer -
Pro-Ject Phono Box ---- 40 Moving-coil compatibility is a dubious extra in a way, but MM performance is acceptable at this giveaway price 

QED Discsaver OS-1 35 it's cheap, it's cheerful. it's OK- perfectly adequate for use with a phone-less integrated, though not very refined 

Roksan Artaxerxes X/DSl.S 1,150 Delicate and well balanced, slightly congested at climaxes. Power supply expensive, but runs two Roksan components 

TAG Mclaren PPA20 1,500 One of the best-equipped phono stages available. Resolution is excellent, but timing is marginally behind the best 

Tom Evans The Groove 1,500 Plenty of detail, excellent imaging and almost flawlessly neutral: a good choice for information retrieval off any LP 

,..... 

AMPLIFIERS 
---·· � 

I 

MULTI-CHANNEL AMPLIFIERS 

STATUS PRODUCT > I I COMMENTS 
0 Arcam Alpha 10 DAVE/10P 2,500 Packed with a diversity of electronics that against engineering odds sounds extremely good 

� Arcam FMJ A22 DAVEIP25 2,B50 Powerful, authoritative, great stereo, excellent home dnema - what more can you want? 

Cyrus AVS 1,000 Few processors are as adept with music. An effective multi-channel solution for music fans 

Cyrus AVS/SmartPower 2,650 Refined, detailed and attractive, but ultimately lacking in balls. 

0 Denon AVC-A 1 SOE 1,200 State of the art sound quality, a strong feature set and reasonable pricing. What more could you want? 

0 Oenon AVR-3300 BOO Not as powerful as Denon claims, but nonetheless capable of impressive high-fidelity multi-channel sound 

Kenwood KRF-V77730 BOO Bold. detailed presentation, but there are some technical limitations and a slightly mannered quality, especially with music 

� Marantz SRSOOO 500 Something of a rough diamond, but a powerful and entertaining package 

� Marantz SR7000 700 Excellent at the price. and almost equally effective with 2-channel music and multichannel AV. 

Musical Fidelity HTP/HT600 3,99B A very well matched pairing with considerable musical talents 

ID NAD 1760 650 More than adequate home cinema receiver that unusually doesn't muck up the music 

NAD T770 1,000 Lacks both transparency and subtlety while the omission of dts will be a drawback for some at this price 

Nakamichi AV-10 1,000 A very powerful AV receiver that's easy to install and set-up with a civilised and subtle performance 

0 Onkyo TX-05989 2500 Authority personified, excellent AV signal processing, but sound quality a tad unsubtle. 

Pioneer VSA-EOB 1,300 THX circuitry gives home cinema material a boost, but this is not an obvious first choice for music. ----
Pioneer VSX-908RDS 1,000 A flexible heavyweight AV receiver whose sound is just a linle too stodgy and lacking in crispness ---- -
Primare P30/A30.5 3.700 No 5.1 channel input for DVD-.AJSACD but capable of almost uncomfortable realism with real solidity and drive 

0 Roksan DSP/5 eh ampNSU 2,440 Clean, powerful stereo expanded seamlessly, if without distinction, to 5.1 channels. 

0 Rote! RSP-985/RPB-985 Mkll 2,400 The hugely versatile processor is the weaker subjective link in this otherwise impressive combo 

Sony TA·E9000ES/N9000ES 2,300 Big, gold, powerful and remarkably versatile but fails to cut the sonic mustard 

0 Sony VA777ES 1,500 Smart circuitry gives this model unusual precision and transparency, and it is a fine all rounder 9 

Technics SA-OA10 500 Lower mid-market AV amp has all the right ingredients, but fails to stir the soul 

Yamaha DSP·AX1 1,600 An anorak's delight, and one of the most flexible and effedive soundfield creators ever conceived 

CABLES 
ANAL OGUE INTERCONNECTS (PRICES PER TERMINATED METRE PAIR) 

STATUS PRODUCT ' I I COMMENTS 
Acoustic Precision Eikos B9 Not entirely neutral: probably best suited to upbeat music. Very stiff construction 

Audio Note AN-A lB Not especially impressive: warm but well-rounded balance that restricts 'air' but is quite dear 

Audio Note AN-C 35 Neutral but lacking in subtle texture and unable to distinguish fine detail -
0 Audio Note AN-S 99 Up-beat and enthusiastic sound with satisfyingly deep and grumbly bass 

Audio Note AN-V 179 15 individually insulated silver strands make up this very clean and dynamically unchallenged cable 

Audioquest Sidewinder 40 Suppresses the sound. At this price it's a disappointment 

0 Audioquest Coral 99 Slightly forward imaging hardly detracts from its excellent tonal qualities and detail 

0 Cable Talk Advanced 3 35 Good sound and great detail, but a slight brashness in the treble 

0 Cable Talk Studio 2 65 A first-class performer from tonal, dynamic and rhythmic standpoints 

Cambridge Pacific 30 Lacks subtlety and bass impact but is otherwise quite serviceable for the price 

0 C.mbridge Audio Studio Rei 40 Dynamic cable with strong soundstaging and only a slight lack of detail 

(ambridge Silver Spirit 60 100 Good bass but a Jack of detail and differentiation of instruments 

0 Informative, clear sound at a de<:ent price Chord calypso 30 -
Chord Cobra 2 50 Good, strong sound with full-bodied music, less happy with smaller forces 

Chord Chameleon 2 90 Deep bass is fine bul despite that the sound can be a bit hard and lacking body and resonance 
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ANALOGUE INTERCONNEGS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUG ' I I £ COMMENTS 

0 Connections Midas HD 39 Canary yellow cable with excellent plugs and an open sound. Slight treble glare • 
0 � Reson 40 Seemed a little harsh in the test system, but can work well and should be tried • 
� E<osse TM Composer 29 A high degree of realism and delicacy, and a fantastic price 

Goertz M1 Interconnect 145 Soft sound lacking in bite, with excessive and plummy bass (NB sample used in review was only O.Sm) • 
I11S<!rt Audio IC100 Mkll 47 Mostly good sound is let down by pervasive dryness 

0 Insert Audio Image 5.1 85 Very good detail and imaging: perhaps a touch bass·light 

[] �amma Audition 11 30 Detailed and neutral. with just a hint of pleasant mellowness • 
lxos Gamma 1002 39 Lumpy bass. grainy treble, and poor integration. Nice colour, though • 
lxos 1000 90 Nothing badly wrong, just a little bit bland and outshone by others at the price • 

� Kimber PBJ 68 Assured sound, solid and natural bass and clear treble - excellent performance all round 

0 Kimber Hero 110 Slight roughness detracts from some music; seems well suited to rock and jazz. lively and detailed • 
0 Moth ley line Black 100 Offers a full sound, neutral yet very solid and confident in delivery. Expansive imaging retains music's energy • 

Moth ley line Grey 200 Detailed, but there's a sense of distance between music and listener: vocals are coarse rather than liquid • 
Nordost Black Knight 60 Flat black cable that is distindive but slightly coloured- but not in a wholly negative manner • 

0 Nordost Solar Wind 85 Good tone and dynamics, with just occasionally a touch of bass-lightness in busy music • 
0 Nordost Blue Heaven 145 Very good bass and only slightly grainy treble add up to a well integrated, natural-sounding cable • 

-
Precious Metals SS35 50 Extended bass, but dry character suits electronic music bener than acoustic 

Profogold PG��kli 40 Mellow and well rounded, but can seem a little heavy 

0 ProwireVHQ 10 This crisp cable lacks a little refinement, but it's great for the price 

0 Prowire Silver 60 A good cable in every way, with just the occasional hint of coloration and coarseness 

0 QED Qunex 1 20 Well balanced, and easily rivals more expensive cables 

� QED Qnect 2 30 Very well balanced, refined and detailed, this is everything a good cable should be, and excellent value 

0 QED Qnert 45 70 Some coloration and roughness in the midrange and treble, but bass is gratifyingly solid • 
0 QED Qnex Silver Spiral 90 A great cable for lovers of big sounds • 

Reference CS1 75 A moderate performer. with a little coloration and a tendency to lose bass at clima;o;es • 
Sllvertone Ex·Static 35 Pleasantly unfatiguing and competitively priced cable that lacks detail and insight 

[!!) SonicUnk Silver Pink 35 Dynamically sensitive and muddle-free. We're unsure about the flesh-coloured finish, though ... • 
0 Soniclink Black 49 Nickel-plated copper with a slight dryness in the bass and a hint of treble roll-off don't compromise integration • 

Soniclink Lilac 65 Some dryness can affect transient sounds, though tone is generally good, especially in the bass • 
Soniclink Violet 85 Bener bass than treble- a little dry in the upper odaves • 

0 Straight Wire Chorus 40 A very confident cable with good bass, though perhaps a shade of Ueble loss 

0 Straight Wire Sonata 80 Tonal balance favours lower frequencies but despite this it's a very listenable cable 

2!'�ht Wire Encore 11 100 Slightly variable bass performance is a weakness in this otherwise capable cable • 
� �upra EFF-ISL 80 Excellent sound in all areas- nothing to criticise • 
0 Tara labs Prism 22 64 Mild tendency to plumminess offsets some hardness in complex music with mixed results 

Tara labs Prism SS·i 195 Good with laid-back music, but seems lazy with more exciting material • 
[!!) TCI Viper 55 Fine performance in all areas: just the smallest hint of sibilance. Very good value • 

[!!) van den Hul PBS 50 A highly neutral cable with fine dynamic and rhythmic performance too - excellent 

0 van den Hul Source HB 65 Price for 0.8m. Hybrid carbon-fibre/copper cable that is a paragon of naturalness 
--

0 van den Hul D102 Mklll HB 80 A fine cable, but the competition has crept up and it no longer leads the pack • 

DIGITALINTERCONNEGS (PRICES PER TERMINATED METRE PAIR) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

0 Audioquest Digital One 35 

Chord Optilink 40 

0 Chord Prodac 50 

lxos 1051·100 39.95 
-

Moth Leyline Datalink 140 

@!] QED Qunex P75 25 

0 Ross OP004 19.99 

SonicUnk Digital Optical 30 

COMMENTS 
A neutral and capable cable that adds little or no charader to the sound 

Beautifully made, but performance is practically indistinguishable from other, cheaper. Toslink leads 

Price for 0.6m length. Lively detailed treble, drives music along confidently with no hint of fiu 
.. 

Plenty of bass, and detail seems good, but there's a loss of involvement 

A thin, coaxial version of leyline Black with a rather hard and unforgiving character. Too expensive 

A superbly capable interconnect that's highly detailed and well balanced 

Sounds much like most otherToslink leads: slightly lacking detail, but good value 

Possibly slightly more detailed than other opticals, but still no match for a decent electrical digital link 

KIMBER BTC Speaker Cable 
'detail and neutrality are first class 

��d treble is very well extended and 
open ... some of the best depiction of 

depth I've heard, and instumental 
placing is well defined. " 

CABLES THE DIRECTORY 
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THE DIRECTORY CABLES 

DIGITAL INT ERCONNECTS (PRICES PER TERMINATED METRE PAIR) 

� 
0 

� -< c; 
;:: � 

� 
� ;:: 0 c z 

;J 0 c: 

� � 
"' 

STATUS PRODUCT >I I COMMENTS I I I I 
0 Soniclink Green 60 Spacious, positive and engaging if a bit over-crisp at times- very compelling, however -r-!- r-!- • r-!- E Y!_ 

Straight Wire lnfo-Unk 300 A good cable, but bass seems a little light and detail suffers a little at climaxes • -lr-!- r-!- E � 
0 van den Hul Optocoupler 49.95 Noticeably has the edge over other optical leads. but still second best to electrical types 

f-- 1------ 0 � 
D van den Hul The First 140 Exceptionally natural albeit slightly cautious compared to some. Plenty of subtle information and integration 

1·-- r--• • E 131 

LOUDSPEAKER CABLES (PRICES PER METRE LENGTH) 
STATUS PRODUCT > I I COMMENTS I I 

ALR Jordan QMM 5 Generally neutral, if sometimes bass-shy, but not very communicative • 
f-- • f-- r-!- � 

0 Audio Note AN-8 16.50 Well suited to valve systems, elastic bass, methodical but unintrusive and musical . ..., • 133 
0 Audio Note AN·l 

r-- -� - r--r- ,.._...._... 29.50 Fruity bass and expressive vocal rendition was appreciated by the panel, which was happy to accept its foibles • __!__ • 133 
0 . .., - -r--t--

'109 Audio Note AN·SP 150 A calm and civilised presentation. very quiet in the way it reveals subtle low level detail. Great poise and clarity • _!_ r-!-
0 Audioquest Slate 15 Capable across the board, with just the smallest degree of dryness. but very listenable • -

_!_ • � 
0 Bandridge LC7409 4 Detailed and up-beat cable. A bit too steely for classical strings 

---:- f-- � • • � 
0 Cable Talk Talk 3.1 2.25 Quite well-balanced but tends to lose bass lines in complex music • -

� 
- • f--

� Cable Talk Talk 4.1 4.25 Smooth and cultured sound that lacks fine detail and is a bit too restrained 
----' 

� 
- • f--

� Cable Talk Flat 2 5 Rather unexciting sound, with variable bass and dry voices 
- - f--,.!. -----, -� - • 

f-- � 
Cable Talk Concert 2.1 8 Can make stereo images recede, and favours the upper bass •,. --, 

• - • 
f--

192 
.--1 I---

DNM LSC350 6.95 Majors on mid band and lower treble lucidity at the expense of bass and extreme treble extension • _!_ � 
0 Chord Company Odyssey Relatively vice-free cable with good detail throughout the range and generally neutral bass • • 

- r--- · 17 • • 192 - - f- � Chord Company Rumour 2 10 Performance is listenable enough but fails to excel in any area • !, • 
D DNM LSCBSOO 12 High impedance can influence the treble response, but this was a winner on sound per pound. Si-wire 

- - - r-:-:.:-
- _!_ • - � 0 Electrofluidics Monolith 2020 45 Excellent bass extension and very fine performance elsewhere - one of the best cables available all round • - _!_ • - � 

Gale XL189 1 Slightly bright and not too subtle, but a perfealy acceptable cable for any starter system 
-• • • 168 

El Gale XL315 A little lacking in detail but plenty of life and excellent value 
- ··- -- b---2 !... �"' � 0 Gale XL160-2 
- - -'--

2.50 Rhythmic and bouncy-sounding bi·wire cable. Can be slightly manipulative 

• 
• • � 

0 Remarkably detailed, smooth, neutral and with excellent bass; check amplifier compatibility 
- - -

Goertz Ml 32 _!_ • .. 168 
0 Hitachi LC·OFC 

-.., - - � 7 Very crisp, very clear and very confident. In the right system would be very expensive to better • • �-D 
- - - � lxos Gamma 6003 2.99 A little midrange dryness, but bass is among the best at this price, strong and consistent • • • 

0 lxos Gamma 6006 5 Bass is beiter than treble, which can become spiny and sibilant- though only slightly • - • - • -;-- �-
D 

... 
• .- -:-- t---'-"--Kimber 4PR 4.90 Considering the price, this cable's very slight dryness is forgivable when everything else is so right 

.--
- � 

0 Kimber 4VS 8.50 A good mix of virtues including particularly fine bass 
-:-=-- -=--• - • 183 

• 
- ;----0 Kimber 4TC 18.80 A well-balanced cable with good performance in all areas • • � -

• 
- r---� Kimber 8TC 348 Very capable in all areas, particularly good at imaging and with firm bass. Price for Sm terminated pair • • � � • 
- f-

linn K20 4 Seems to work best with lively, unsubtle music - can be dry and edgy • • � Nairn NAC AS 5.5 A 'dinosaur of a cable', this stiff wire rod doesn't belong outside Nairn systems, where it works a treat 
-

."' 
- • f--

� Nordost Octava 3 Fair bass but confused treble and some coloration _..., 
.;____ 

.- • -
� - -=-- -

Nordost Flatline Gold 11 9.50 Exciting sound but a bit too 'in-yer-face', and bass is not always even • • - __!_ - 92 
Ortofon SPK1 00 3 Grey-sounding- strips instruments of their natural richness and resonance. A bit bass-shy, too • • 133 - - - -

0 Ortofon SPK200 4.99 Good strong bass and fair detail, only slightly marred by a little dryness ·� • •., � 0 Ortofon SPK300 Tremendously open and atmospheric, with robust, full-blooded bass- if slightly bright at times 
-;--- "--- -8 � • � 

Precious Metals Sl102 
- � 10 Unusual construdion gives rather strained sound, only really cheering up with simple musical textures • • • � -'---- - - -

Profigold Silverflex lC8258 4 A pretty-looking cable that does linle to offend bUI is let down by some congestion • • • � Prowire Out of Sight 1.99 Special-purpose cable for laying under carpets etc. Fair sound across the board • -
.- • -

� Puresonic 7845 1.95 Big, weighty sound - but too messy and bloated for its own good • - • --"--- '-----
- - • - � 

Puresonic 7891 2.85 Chunky cable design; shame about the sound quality • • • - 157 
QED Qudos Despite high-te<h design and excellent Air-loc plugs. its music·making failed to gel 

- - I---2.25 • • r---?2-
§] QED Qudos Silver A few minor fla'NS but overall performance is very assured for this price 

"---- - -
5 • • • 192 - - � r--;68 

QED Profile 4x4 9 Good midrange and treble balance, but bass is rather slack and detail not outstanding 

QED Genesii Silver Spiral 30 Commendable bass. with a little dryness and mildly compromised imaging: good, but not the best at its price • - • - • ,...---'- � 
Soniclink S300 18 Happiest with simple music; tends to smudge detail in complex pieces • -

• 
- • - t-='-

� 0 Soniclink ASTSO 1.95 lt may look like bell-wire, but ASTSO sounds detailed, ordered and balanced 
-

• 
-- • -

� 0 Soniclink AST7S 2.95 Unusual materials and rather unusual performance too. strong on excitement and with plenty of bass • - • - • --

-:-- - - � 0 Soniclink AST150 3.95 Slightly plummy bass and a useful way of holding musical strands together .;_____ • _c__ • - � 
SonicUnk AST200x2 5.95 At its best with exciting music, this cable seems shy of subtler details • • • 192 
Straight Wire Duo Not so subtle and lacking some detail, but sound is consistent with level and musical style 

- - - r---3 • • • �9]_ 
Its major flaw seems to be woolly and indistina bass. which pervades most types of music 

-;--- -;-- -
Straight Wire Rhythm 6 • • • 192 

§] Straight Wire Quartet 8 A good all-rounder with full tone, clear detail and natural ambience ! 
.;___ • -;--

·-
----' � - -:- - t---'-"--0 Supra Ply 3.4 6.95 Clean sound which stays together well at high levels. with full bass- perhaps a touch of treble restriction • -:----- • - • - - � 0 Supra Ply 3.4/S 7.95 Good in all areas with rich bass and just a touch of treble roughness • - • - • - 203 

0 Tara Labs Klara 2.95 A good budget cable with an even spread of vinues- and very minor vices- across the board • .;_____ .� 
.-

• 183 -
Tara Labs RSC Prime 500 36 More suited to melodious music than anything with bite and drive, with only moderate detail • • 203 - -- -
TC1 Python No single major sin, but detail is not outstanding and rhythm isn't always completely solid 7.99 • • ·- - 203 - -

0 Townshend lsolda Superb sound all round, and amplifier compatibility enhanced by included stabilising induaor 50 • __!_ • 203 
van den Hul The Clearwater 

- •• -
7.99 Despite its evocative title, the Clearwater turns out to be a disappointingly murky-sounding cable • � 109 

van den Hul Royal .Jade 10.99 Lots of technology, but sound suffers from dryness and woolly bass • -:-- • - • 203 

MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERS 
STATUS PRODUCT I £ COMMENTS I I 

Oearaudto Aca.trate Power Gen 1,090 I Compaa and beautifully finished unit that offers positive sonic benefits that justify the price I 

=I 
206 

0 Lynwood Electronics Mega Power 295 I Reasonable price model that improves focus while producing a sweet, tight and clean bass I 
- -

206 
0 1,200 I Power Plant improves the cleanness and separation of individual voices and instruments. giving an impressive 3-D quality I 

- - -
PS Audio Power Plant 206 
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CABLES I CASSETIE DECKS I CD PLAYERS THE DIRECTORY 

MAINS CABLES AND CONDITIONERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUIT COMMENTS 

GTA PHY·HP board 299 Oozing style and quality, the board generates an extremely natural and truthful sound -- -- - --
� RlsArlcln!oMKirber.-Biod< 350 Improved version that elevates music to a cleaner and more three·dimensional experience with greater stereo imagery --

Russ Andrews The Purifier 250 More ambitious version of the Silencer that gives a cleaner, quieter background, allowing more low level detail 
� Russ Andrews Silencer 40 A cost effect solution to noise-free mains supply that reduces 'hash' without losing brilliance and immediacy 

SonicUnk S·Gold mains 225 Delivers a clean incisive sound with excellent detail, clarity and with no increase in noise 
0 Tridx>rd Research -lode� 300 Isolation transformer that bolsters clarity, openness and gives an increased refinement making for a purer and natural sound 

CASSETTE DECKS 

--='--j Minor inconsistencies detract from a well-conceived, minimum features de:::s2i g::_n -------
Draw loader with poor tape n���tion ��-a��!es; good mid���d__E.�t shallow ba_ ��--���--- ________ _ 

@] JVC TD·R472 
� JVC TI>-V662BK 

JVC TI>·W718 

Excellent auto-reverse _deck whi� doesn't suffer the usual disadvan�ages _and is �ry sharply pric�d __ 

Assured, clean and agile-sounding recorder, if not quite the most refined in its class 

_...::.::.:_+:.:.T w;:;in:..;d:;ec:::.l ::... G, ood !?!�e�� !i�-� recordin���o timer standby. Respectable performance 

� 
-< 
;: 
;: 
!:1 "' 
;=; 
� 

·- --

0 Kenwood KX·W60BO 
Marantz SD455 

200 Modestly decent-sounding twin deck, with some transpo�abiliry and ragged ba:::"'-----,-------------t 
, __ 17_0_t-W�s��!� �s��21 .:��_:�- �?������':���� ��� ���� �- ��/�?�?P.::?_c_<:�����-soun�--

NAI> 613 230 Rough and ready,� enjoyable sound, though marred by mechanical motor noise 
_ _:_30"'0-1-"T w�_deck with bas�� at���N? Dolby s�ni�g_:n�?.2':!����t���ble f��udiophile use _____ _ 

Nakamichi DR-10 -----�-- ��onomic oddi� but on�.!_�����!_ of the l�!::�:!.���· Worth �iderin2�!!���---�----·-
NAI> 616 

0 Onkyo K-611 _ 460 Cute drawer-loading mini-size component with 3 heads and dual capstan transport----- _ 

(I] 
... ��on_eer CT-SSSOS 

Pioneer CT-W806DR 
- � �eat features, g���-:���P-�?���� 2:�!.��-��t_sy��h:tic sou��-g_�ty__ _ ___ _ _ 

Teac V-1050 
300 
180 

� Technics RS·AZ6 200 
� Technics RS-AZ7 270 
0 Yamaha KX-490 200 
0 ....;;Ya:;.mc;ac;h.;:.a .;.:K;..;X·.;;S.;:.80;:.:Sc:;E _____ 250 

Had it not been for the iffy tra��ort quality, this sophisticated twin would have bee� Reco�e� __ _ 

One of the cheapes!i:h_ea� machin::!round, but_i��ho�s }n very__:t�c�· ��-
For those who can�!for��.:_RS-AZ7; clarity over the "':�����idth thanks to_!} thin-f�m�� 
Thin-fllm head gives a solid, almost...s.Q:.iike bas�idr�e. A clear advance in state-of-the-�rt __ 
_Eiect�i!)'�2._.!���-s_Pa!�nt a�9_ capabl� �e�k �h����ly fla�-�s_a trace of a�9i_ble �o�and ��ner 
Subtle, engaging and transparent deck�t�ightweight to�ality, but �ability and strong detail 

CD PLAYERS 
ONE-BOX CD PLAYERS 

Acoustic Precision Eikos 1,850 
Advantage CD1 S __ 3 ,.�5 
Alchemist Kraken -- --

0 _!�emist Nexu!. APOl� 597 
AMC CI>8A 150 

� AMC CI>9/I>AC8 200 

COMMENTS 

Refined treble, constrained yet capable bass and attractive all-round presenta . .::tio::_n:._ _____ _ 

Has balanced outpu� __!lut is ot�rwise rather grey and unremarkable 
Beer-budget two-box system {playe1 plus DAC) is smooth, anraaive and easy on the ear 

Anthem C01 1,595 Unusual combinat��f hig�� d p�a�er, complete ���h HDC�, �nd cha�g_ er. Good, but noi� _ 

@:) �m Alpha 7SE 
0 Arcam Alpha MCD 
@] A.o:_cam Alpha 8SE 

0 �m Aipha 9 

0 Arcam FMJ Cl>23 
Audio Ana!ogue Pagan� 
Audio Note AN·CI>1 

300 Sharper, clearer Alpha 7 SE, and more affordable than before'--------------
__ 45_ 0 _ _ Excellent bass and natural midband, but just a touch of treble dryness, from this very listenable changer 

600 
BOO 

Audio Note AN-C02 

AVI S2000MC2 
____ 9_9� High output impe9an_:e makes e:rfo'-rm..:a;_nc:ce..:u..:nd..:u.L.Iy"sy'-'Sl"-em'-f"'us"sy,__ ________ . 

0 AVI S2000MC Reference 
Balanced Audio Tech VK·DS 
Cambridge Audio 0100 __ 

� �bridge �d�OO _ 

0 -�land <=!?�266 
Copland CI>A 289 

[RJ C�bol CI>P12 

0 Cyrus dAI>1.5 

0 C�us dAI>3 Q24 

0 Denon DC0-435 

899 A chip off the old_!ll�k. This model's i�er�c� bala�e obstructs an��i�inely detailed �ound 
Le�� dry, hig� resolution �yer, built ro�utlast most of �s. A fine performe� in! sympathetic sys_!_em - _1.29� 

�5 
120 
200 

--�� 
__1.898 

1.299 
395 
900 
130 

A valve-infused player with a big and engaging �un��c� a little subtlety __ _ 

_ H�r�. clang_y and coloured �l!._n�g. ���t�us�_:on��c- __ 

Clean and hig���r!!�ate play� wears well i!2_ ext;_n�� u:::s•'-----------
S��ple yet elegant desig��xpec_!.':dly sophisticated under the skin, and effective in execution 
Beau�ullt���and music_a� enjoy_���:. La�-����P!ecision: b��amo� -�-��b�:t below £2,0� _ 

C��� detail� and airy HDCD-equip� player �ith �nimalis� trappings 
Improved dADl variant has improved digital filter for a more natural, easy on the ear quality 

I 
Bold, lean and l

.

ively-�ay; d;,and:_�Y �patheti� sysr�f!l marct;i,;-
- -

G?_Od lo�_cos!_player, and a step up from the DCD-42?. its predecessor 

• 
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206 
191 

188 
195 

176 
169 

194 
200 
202 
176 
194 
176 

191 
200 
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march 200 I www.hifichoice.co.uk HI·FI CHOICE I 1 09 



THE DIRECTORY CD PLAYERS 

ONE-BOX CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT > I I COMMENTS 

0 Denon DC().l;SS 180 Fine, slightly �ft-edged budget player, and a good ameliorative for aggressive, edgy systems 

Denon DCD-1SSOAR 310 Disappointing bland and ploddy sound from an immaculately constructed, high-te<:h player --
Hannan/Kardon HK720 230 Sometimes aggressive and ill-disciplined player, but at least it's well built 

m Hannan/Kardon HD740 300 Powerful but subtle and involving player: welcome back, Harman/Kardon 

Harman/Kardon H0760 100 Sophisticated internally, but mildly disappointing 'Nhen treading the boards in anger 

JVC XV-D723GD 100 Convincing DVD-Audio player that is ultimately let down by poor CD performance -- -
m Kenwood DVF-3030 180 Solid CD player with maightforward features 

� Kenwood DP-4090 210 Focuses a dear, wide aperture lens on the music- and has CD Text too 

Kenwood DP-5090 300 Disappointing senior brother to the excellent DP-4090, but surface interface is good 

Kenwood DVF-R9030 800 Kenwood's first DVD-A player suffers from a mild compression of dynamics resulting in a polite yet matter of faa sound 

Marantz CDSOOO ISO Well equipped budget player sounds thin and rough at times --
Marantz CC3000 110 Ragged sounding multidisc player, but it is cheap and well equipped 

0 Marantz (06000 210 Great pacKage with all mod cons, and eminently listenable too 

0 Marantz (06000 OSE 300 Superbly construaed, slightly emasculated sounding, but smooth and articulate 

0 Marantz CD-17KI Sig 1,100 Minor QC problems aside, this is a superbly turned-out machine, but ultimately a little bland 

m Marantz CD-17 Mkll 800 Sophisticated player with a short but attractive feature set and a new found bounce in its step -
m Marantz CD-7 3,SOO A superbly designed CD player, both inside and out. Precise and dramatic in equal measure -
!RI Marantz SA-I 1,000 The brand's first SACD player is a stunning machine that's equally as strong with conventional CD 

m Meracus Tanto 1,391 Believable tonal colours and textures, refinement taKes preference over dynamics- but it's not cheap 

0 Meridian 506 I, 100 Revised 506 includes MSR remote and a new D/A chip, which makes it livelier and more detailed 

Monrio Asty 69S Well built player has solid, propulsive sound quality that deteriorates towards HF 

Monrio Privilege 99S Costly and well-engineered, but ultimately rather hea\1)'-handed and dull, if refined player 
·--

Musical Fidelity X-RAY 799 Brilliantly packaged and clean but slightly antiseptic sounding player 

0 Musical Fidelity A3 CD 800 Excellent player has few faults apart from a slight loss of EHF detail 

Myryad T-10 400 Rather ordinary player fails to shine with good music recordings 

Myryad T-20 600 Matter of fact styling and sound quality, a tad bright for some systems 

Myryad MCDSOO 1.300 Well-built,. attractive player, showing much promise, but can be a little hea\1)'-going on audition 

m NAD CS20 170 Significantly improved entry level NAD is smooth and dynamic, if slightly dull 

0 NAD S24 210 Clean, dear and essentially musical player in the NAD mould 

NAD S23 2SO lacklustre musical presentation was disappointing on test; so was the absence of a digital output 

NAD C540 330 Not cheap, and disc handling is pedestrian at best, but the C540 is smooth & elegant with just a hint of aggression 

m NAD Sllvertine SSOO I, 100 lt sounds as good as it looks, which is notably refined and easy on the ear 

Naim CDS I, 12S Smoother than the CD3.5 but retaining the Nairn character of excellent drive and attention grabbing busyness 

m Naim Audio CD2 2,000 Provides bags of detail with a solid stereo focus but not all the romanticism we know to be possible 

0 Nakamichl MB-10 400 Jewel of a multi-disc player, with crisp sound and superb fuss-free compaa packaging 

[ill Naim NACDSIVXPS 1,621 Brings you the Nairn sound, but for once doesn't have to rely on Nairn ancillaries to get the results 

m Dnkyo DX-7222 110 Competitive following recent price cut, and on the whole a strong performer musically 

Dnkyo DX-7S11 300 Earthbound mid-price CD player fails to excite 

Parasound C/DP-1 000 499 Comes on like a high end player, but ultimately sounds a bit weak and soft-centred 

Philips CD7S1 110 Inconsistent and occasionally opaque and scrawny sounding cheapie 

Pioneer PD-5507 200 Low cost Legato Link implementation sounds gentle but slight� muddled 

Primare 020 799 Well presented player doesn't quite cut the mustard, though it performs promisingly 

Revox Exception E426 2,210 Very stylish with a light, agile sound that e�ends superbly and has fine timing 

Roksan Kandy 475 Slightly old-fashioned sound quality player available in various colour schemes 

0 Roksan Caspian 89S Solid, articulate, and fundamentally well-engineered player, but with some subtle low-level limitations 

Rote! RCD-9S1 300 Disappointing chopped-dov-m RC0-971- buy the original 

� Rote! RCD-971 410 Odd disc handling logic, but bold, detailed and refined sound make this a must 

Sherwood CD1 1,100 A very neutral, even handed sounding player with a rather flat, lifeless sound. Beautiful construction 

Sharp DX-SX1 2,700 Stylish player with a slightly forward but extremely nimble sound. Connects to matching digital amp via dedicated umbilical 

0 Sony CDP-XE330 100 Unrefined, but lively, detailed and highly affordable 

Sony CDP-XES30 140 Well equipped, but raw, scrappy sounding player lacks depth and weight 

0 Sony CDP-XB930E 300 Yet another first rate UK optimised player with all the bells and whistles 

0 Sony SCD-XB940 110 First mainstream SACD player that easily outstrips comparable CD players at this price 

!RI Sony SCD-777ES 1,700 Beautifully built SACD player that looks like a bit of a CD player bargain 

!RI Sony SCD-1 2,100 The first SACD player sounds fabulous but there's not much competition and limited software as yet 

T+A CD1210R I, 181 Intriguing player with rather pushy basic sound, but has switchable digital filters 

Talk Electronics Thunder 1 ISO Entry level upgradeable Talk Eledronics player sounds slightly muted --
Talk Electronics Thunder 2 699 Fine player, slightly lacking in dynamics, but readily, if expensively upgradable in various ways 

0 Talk Electronics Thunder 3 1,000 Clean, fast, and availability of a complete upgrade path maKe this a good long term proposition 

0 TAG Mclaren CD20R 1,249 Dry and unatmospheric, but plenty of presence - recommended with caution 

0 Teac CDP-34SOSE 200 For once a budget player where gadgets take second pla<:e to respectable, budget amp-friendly sanies 

Teac VRDS-8 600 Superb build quality is matched to good, but not exceptional sound quality 

Teac VRDS-9 700 Well-presented. This Teac is crisp, yet shallow, and inconsistent in sound quality and partnering skills 

Teac VRDS-2Sx 1,000 Excellent, individualistic player with bold, colourful sound, but test sample had iffy CO-R compatibility 

Technics SL-PG390 90 it's very cheap. Very, very cheap 

Technics SL-P57 200 Strong, but ultimately rather opaque and hard-sounding, high tech CD player 

0 Technics SL-MC7 300 Maximum storage capacity for a minimum price, and presentable sound too (multidisc) 

Thule Spirit CD100 600 Definitely a try before you buy machine, but the bass and mid are excellent 

Trichord Genesis 549 Breathed-on Pioneer is warm and mellifluous, but ultimately lacks drive and authority 

Trichord Revelation 799 Well-ordered and dean sound that may be a little too refined for some, images well 

Tube Technology Fusion Mkll l.lSO Improvements over the original model but still remains too inconsistent for its own good 

Tube Technology Fulaum 2,800 An imaginative two-box player with a smooth sound that lacks some lustre 

Wadia 830 3,000 Envelope busting dynamics, power and imaging in a rather unexciting box (digital volume control) --

!RI Wadia 860x 7,410 If you want to discover what COs are really capable of, this has few peers 

Yamaha CDX-493 180 Open and lively, but this player is also messy and lacKing resolving power 
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CD PLAYERS I DVD PLAYERS THE DIRECTORY 

ONE-BOX CD PLAYERS (CONTINUED) 

1;; "' I ';:: 
m � 0 � � 
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m � !6 0 
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STATUS PRODUCT I COMMENTS 
Yamaha CDX-596 230 Well-priced and attractive-sounding, this player can read CD-RW • - • • • 207 ----- - · � '-- 1--
Yamaha CD-X993 400 A bit of a lush, though the sound is singularly free of grain, and equipment levels are strong • !. - • • 1B4 -· -:--- � ,_ I--
YBA special 695 There is nothing here to justify the pricing or the high-end parentage. Avoid 195 ------ -- - � - 1--- -

0 YBA CD1a 3,B95 A remarkably fluid and graceful sound- one of the best we've heard below £5,000 • 194 

CD TRANSPORTS 

STATUS PRODUCT > I I COMMENTS 
Audio Note COT Zero 399 Neat shoe box size transport sounds smooth and fluid in the right system. (Tested with DAC Zero) • 191 - -
Unn Karik Based on early linn transport, the Karik is dry but very pos�ive, detailed and engrossing • • 144 1,B50 --------- -

•-'--Roksan Anessa ATT-Ill'3 1,295 Not the most detailed or refined but capable of sounding exciting with the right material • 162 - �- . -� r.-
Teac VRDS-T1 550 Superb quality engineering is mated to tidy and composed sound. (Tested with 0-Tl) • 

r--
•

r-- r.-
144 

Theta Carmen 3,299 A well equipped and extremely upgradable CD/DVD transpon. Right now, the finest of its type • 
r-- r-- r--

203 
Theta Data Basic 11 2,397 Uses a Philips CDM9 Pro mechanism and works a treat with more lively DACs • r-- r-- - ·-·· � - ---- � 
Thorens TCD2000 999 Uvely presentation not helped by rather loose bass and splashy treble. (Tested with TDA 2000 DAS) • 1-- ·�-- 1-- - ·- � - ---

0 Trichord Digital Turntable 699 Very detailed, precise, controlled yet involving; a first-rank performer • • 162 

DACs 

STATUS PRODUCT ' I I £ COMMENTS I 
Alchemistl5-D-1 300 24196-equipped DAC sounds tidy but a linle shut-in with both 16-bit COs and 24-biV96kHz DVDs 187 

r-- � "--- r- 191 Aud io Note OAC Zero 369 Neat valve-equipped DAC sounds smooth and fluid in the right system. (Tested with COT Zero transpon) 

Audionote OAC 5 Astonishingly natural and realistic in the right system, the only problem being the extravagant price 
r-- r-- -- r- 2o3 18,500 

� dC5 Delius State-of-the-an resolution with considerably greater flexibility than anything else, hard to beat • r-;- r-;- • 
� . r- • � 5,000 
� r- � dC5 Purcell 3,500 The first upsampler on the market adds significant depth and increased bass resolve with a suitable DAC • • • • 

DVD PLAYERS 
CIFICATIONS 

STATUS PRODUCT > I I COMMENTS I 
0 Oenon OVD-1 SOO 400 Colourful and engaging (if lightweight} sound, with excellent pidure quality • • • 207 - .,---- 1- � 1----

Denon DVD-3300 999 Similar to the slightly cheaper Technics DVD-A 10: listenable and clear, but lacking a little excitement • • � -::--i.DS � 
0 

-'--- -'---1--� 
Denon DVM-3700 1,000 One of the first multi-DVD players, and a fine all rounder, with average to good piaures. and bener sound • - • • • � � Denon DVD-5000 1,600 The first OVD-V player that ain't bad as a CD player. A fine musical device • - • - •··. r-!--

R. 
� 

0 ��- 200 Superb value for money, though mainly of interest to the videophile on a shoestring • - • - r!-- � 
Hitachi DVP-505 300 DVD player has rather dark, unexpansive sound, but good picture quality • • � - - � 

NCXV-0701 500 Good video player, but rather undeveloped musically - CD Text is neat, though • • • 19B - f--
JVCXV-523 2BO Looking impressive on screen, but lacks resolution and consistency when pushed hard • • � � -I� 
JVC XV-515GD 300 Musically soft as a baby's bonom, and as surprising as yesterday's news • • 

f_, -;-J � � - -· r--JVC XV-0723 500 The first DVD-A player is more of a DVD-V with A added rather than the next generation of hi-fi • • ? r-- - .. r--
� Kenwood DVF-R9030 900 Kenwood's entree into OVD-A is a multi-disc machine with great potential (pre-production) • I � 

206 

0 Kenwood OVF·9010 • 1-- -
r-;-

, .. I 'l9o 1,000 DVD player with brilliant piaure and clean, lively sound 
r--

• 
r--i� !-'--1-· � � NAO T-550 500 Soft-centred but likeable player in the classic NAD mould • 

r--
• 

r-- r--

g 
Nakamichi DVD·10 • 

,.=--
BOO Not the most compelling model in the resurrected Nakamichi line-up • r-- r-- r!-- � 

Panasonic DVD�RV40 350 Modestly equipped, gives good pictures, but is musically unengaging • • 1-- 207 
� c-- -

Panasonic DVD�A360E 5BO Powerful equipment, and unthronled digital output notwithstanding, sound quality is modest at best • • • 

=1 
� 

� 
� �---�-

Philips DVD750 400 Clever DVD with CD-RICD-RW compatibility and surprisingly keen sound • • • 19B 

� 
� r-- 1--- m2 Pioneer DV-525 399 Lean, clean and lively sound quality. CO-R and 24/96 compatible, too • • 
r-- r-- --

� 
-- - � [!!] Pioneer DV· 6260 450 Superbly equipped, and more than respedable sound quality • 

r--
• 

r--1-
Philips DVD960 DVO-V player has strong sound quality and good, though slightly washed out, pictures • • 

-=-
530 

i-- r-- _,__ I-- 3'}!_ -
� Pioneer DV� 717 550 Superb DVD player with good picture quality and which really knows how to play 24/96 discs • 1-- • r-- .,-- I-- 190 

0 Primare V20 1,000 Elegant and well built DVD perlormer that possess a strong pidure quality and decent CD player • 
1--

• � 
Samsung OVD·907 500 DVD player with below average picture, and lacklustre sound quality • • 190 '-- -
5ony DVP.CX850D 600 Lacklustre sound quality is a disappointment, but the price is appealing for a 200-disc DVD player • • • 204 

0 
".-- - I--

5ony DVP-57700 950 Powerlully endowed player offers aniculate and believable sound • • • � � 7--" - ".-- � �y DV0-59000ES 1,200 First DVD machine to play SACO has a lexus' sound style that never really gets its hands diny I � • 210 � -'--- .. 
-:;- r-Sharp DV-760 500 Reasonable piaure, but sonically brings new meaning to the term rough and ready. • • � -'--- -I -;-:-I�. 1'---

T+A DVD 1210R 1,699 Operationally quirky but an excellent DVD player that does a decent if not spectacular job with CD • - _!_ 210 
-:-- :-- I--

Teac DV-1000 400 Blowsy, and occasionally astringent sounding, but otherwise straightforward and reasonably priced • • � 
� Technics DVD-A 1 � 

- � 

� 
,__ 

900 The best Technics CD player also plays both varieties of DVD with some skill. A linle cool sounding but in a class of its own for the moment • I � -·.·· • 210 

� � _ _ , ,__ r;g;-The ta DaViO 4,650 A top-notch CD transport, that also plays DVD-Video discs well. Pricey for a DVD transpon, but wonh it • � 
Toshiba 5D-100E 250 Mainstream player offers so-so features, performance and pricing '� ._, 1 - Sii7 - -'-----'- r--1-- - � Toshiba 50-3109 3BO Defocused and soft-edged, this is more auradive for its picture than its sound quality. • • 
Toshiba 509000 BOO Costly, high tech player with stunning pictures and crisp, slightly lightweight sound � 

--- • 
- --

r-;- ,_ - ,.=--
� Yamaba DVD-5795 529 Fare price, and an unconstrained digital output, but otherwise unexciting • r-- • 

"---
• 198 
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THE DIRECTORY DIGITAL RECORDERS I HEADPHONES 

DIGITAL RECORDERS 
_ ...... sP .... ECIFICATIO NS 

MINI DISCS 
STATUS PRODUCT • I I 

JVC XM-448 - -
Kenwood DMF-5020 

� Kenwood DMF-9020 - ---
Marantz CM635 -

_
On2'�;121 ---

� _P.!_oneer MJ-0508 

� Pioneer MJ-0707 - -
Sharp MDR3H 

� _ 5ony MD5-JA555E� -
Teac MD-8 ----- -
Yamaha MDX-793 

220 
250 
500 --
500 
450 
200 
250 
300 --· 
650 
600 
300 

COMMENTS 
An hidden keyboard is a great idea, but musically it �unds rather cool and strident 
it may be high-tech but nothing conceals the caricatured sound 

_One of the be�D decks yet for sound quality, and the first to make titling a pradical proposition 
�D player a�d _M_D re<order in one box; a pradical idea but sound and features don't really match the asking price 
Midi-sized deck that sounds slightly coloured at times, though immediate and lively 
Well equip� but m�si�� sleep inducing player that deserves its recommendation due to price 
A handy set of featUies for the price, though sound is not outstanding 
_Nifty mac�ne com�n�ng a 3-d�c sg ch�ger with a MD re<Order. Sound on both is rather below par, though 
Powerful de�onstration of Sony'�proficiency, it delivers the best MD can offer 
Womanlike choice, but sound-wise it is middle ranking, despite the price 
Nice machine to u� an�s y��f2l.! !:_atures, but sound quality a linle wanting 

CD RECORDERS 
STATUS PRODUCT ' I I £ COMMENTS 

JVC Xl-R5000 450 ...£1�ble, ranly build, and attractive sound, but it's a linle expensive compared to other rivals -
LG ADR-620 350 A powerfully equ_pped machine with useful multi-room capabilities. but sound quality is rough and ready 
Marant.z DR700 600 Dearer than Philips and Traxdata equivalents. with apparently only a smaner front panel to show for it 

� Marantz DR-17 1,500 H���y re<O�f!!ended, but with_ a rner ��lem that, resolved, would improve sound quality 

(!!] Philips CDR951 380 An improvement on previou! models, it delivers the musical goods in some style 

� Pioneer PDR-509 300 Straightforward design and �cel!ent recording propenies that are slightly dulled by the replay chain - - --
IIl Pioneer PDR-W739 400 Flexible multi-disc that has everything inc�di� �ctable sound and pricing - .  -

TEAC RW-800 350 Capabl� �rding tool, but a fin le rough and ready as a player 

� Traxdata Traxaudio 900 399 _ -��ntical to Phi lip_: an� ��ra����els : it makes_b]t.:.perfect copies of COs and has perfectly acceptable replay 

HEADPHONES 

STATUS 
36 

AKG 301 70 
AKG K 240 OF 100 
AKG K1000 700 
Audio Technica ATH910PRO 80 
Audio Technica ATH-D40fs 100 
Audio Technica ATH-M40 120 
Beyer DT311 50 
Beyer DT411 63 
Beyer DT331 65 
Beyer DT431 81 
Beyer DT531 105 
Beyer DT511 106 
Beyer OT831 140 
Beyer OT100 160 

Leather clad groover with bags of power and clarity, for a res_p_ecta_E!e askin.2_price 
Big 'phones with even and detailed sound but �a�s sufficient bass w_eight 
Inoffensive 'phones that are very laid back, if lacking in gru�t _ ----
One of the best dynamics on the market, hooks directly into ��:r outputs _____ ---------------1 

_Th_� clos� back 910s are an improv_:_me�!��--t�:_-�-��- �t-����c__������<__ _q��t}'�����!l�-----·--------------
Detailed and involving sound with a professional 'studio' quality app�al___ __ 

lncredib�e detail and honesty fr�m r_h�s� classic_ally des�g�e9_s���o__2_��-- �-------·-
Uncharacte��ica�� tight, unrefined _:o�nd q��ty_!r�m _!_his otherwise=w::.el :::l •ocn"'gi:::n' ::." ::.•d::.'.!:phc:o::.:n•::_ ___________ __, 
A_ r�S?���!e �u_t not �ery thrilling��hone that doesn��t�ffer enough a�!_!� -------------t:� 

Nice looking 'phones that may n�t be t�e best player� on th�d, but will always give 100 pe::..r .::"::.. n''----------...
A�����: ..e;rformer from an established player. La:ks pun�� and �it:_ 
Superb midband clarity and speed slightly at odds with soft bass. E� � �h tingle �a� 
These provide silky, smooth texture_�_in a��ndance and w�:re n.?�L�st talking about the velvet ear pads 
Rugged, modular professional design, but bass is woolly��� _tre�Je. ��ks_�����-- ___ _ 

I MD • _____!_____ MD • • 
MD • • 
MD . _, __!__ MD • 
MD • ,____!.--MD • ,____!.--MD • • 
MD • • 
MD • ,___!--MD • • 

CD-R(W) • 
CD-R(W) • c---!-CO-R , .. • � CD·R(W) • • 
CD·R�I ·- • 
CD-R(W) I� e • 
CD-R(W) • � CD-R(W) I • � CO-R j • • 

20'5 
205 
1 9� 
191 
177 

205 
191 
184 
205 
205 
191 

205 
205 
191 
205--
205 
205_ 
205 
205 
191 

UNISON RESEARCH 
fif'- a {!fitinze if fflUSteat e{!/�nzenf; 

c.flu· rnor•e iefruvnation or1 the 

r•arl!le p/'�(nifon .C!l? e.'·ecu•ch proclact<f 

please contact: 

SRl 
Integrated amplifier 

112 HI·FI CHOICE www.hifichoice.co.uk march 2001 

Tbe perfect combination 

The grace of triode valves 

The power and control of solid slate 

80 watts dynamic Class-A 

Radiowave remote control 

SRI . •  \1.2)0 

23 Richings Way, Iver, Bucks SLO 9DA England 
Tel: 01753 652669 I 07000 853443 Fax: 01753 654531 

www.ukd.co.uk e-mail: nick@ukd.co.uk 
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STATUS 1 PRODUCT _L £ COMMENTS 1 

0 JVC HA-W200RF 
0 JVC HA-DX3 

Koss TD/80 
Koss R/1 00 

I 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
"\ -- - •. 

� �' 
,, 

STEREO SPEAKERS 
STATUS PRODUCT ' I I COMMENTS 

0 Acoustic Energy Aegis One 150 At a new low price, this has a very natural and transparent midband, erring a linle on the dull side 

0 Acoustic Energy Aegis Two 250 Floorstanding variation on the Aegis One theme, with a neutral. even and detailed if slightly shiny sound 

Acoustic Energy AE120SE 500 Attractive styling and good sonic headroom, but a heavy, uneven overall balance, and a difficult amp load 

0 Acoustic Energy AE 520 1,000 Could be more neutral, but high-class build is reflected in a high-class sound. Very elegant too 

ALR Entry 2 250 Metal cone stand-mount has a generous performance envelope, but sound quality was controversial 

ALR Jordan Note 3 1.000 Very substantial, with tuneable ABR for bener room matching. Sounds good but could be more neutral 

ALR Jordan Note 1 2,500 A beguiling Anglo-German collaboration delivers metal-cone predsion with fine dynamic range 

A R  1 5  2 75 Neat and chunky wall/stand-mount certainly knows how to rock and roll, less convincing on the delicate stuff 

0 Arcaydis Concept 2 1.200 Solid oak floorstander is a linle lazy sounding, but is well balanced and smooth with modest coloration 

ATC SCM 1 0  1,000 A compad speaker with good transparency but lightweight bass 

AT( SCM7 0A SL 10.500 Stylish aluminium casework disguises dynamic grip, tracking and precision that equals the very best 

0 Audio Gem Emerald 540 Pretty, compact floorstander with lively if lightweight sound 

0 Audio Note AN-EID 1,520 This classic large stand-mount might have throwback aesthetics, but it delivers an exceptional allround sound 

Audio Physic Tempo 1.999 Tall and unusually-styled floorstander has stunning stereo but suspect bass tuning 

0 Audiovector C 2  799 Elegant two-and-a-half-way has a big, full bandwidth sound, but midband seemed a little underdeveloped 

0 Audiovector M 2  1,399 High-class, smooth and slightly laid-back performer has driving bass. it's upgradable, too 

0 AVI NuNeutron 500 A smooth and subtle though pricey sub-miniature, albeit with the inevitable limitations of the breed 

0 AVI Biggatron Red Spot 600 Good bass coherence and timing, but the lean and decidedly forward balance won't be to every taste 

AVI Positron 899 This 'mini-floorstander' is capable of great precision and delicacy, but in a rather small-scale way 

0 B&W 601 52 200 A smooth and sophisticated stand-mount combines good drive with fine neutrality 

[ill B&W 602 52 300 large stand-mount has fine dynamic literacy and good communication skills at a very competitive price 

0 B&W 603 52 550 Capable of being driven seriously loud, but the cautious balance seems less happy playing at low levels 

B&WCDM-1NT 750 An uncommonly stylish and sonically self-effacing stand-mount that should be very easy to live with 

B&WCDM-7NT 1.250 A very classy floorstander, in sound as well as looks, with fine bass drive, authority and overall neutrality 

0 B&W Nautilus 805 1,400 A small-sounding loudspeaker dynamically, but very stylish, clean and 'unboxy', delivering loads of detail 

B&W Nautilus 803 3.500 Classy looking three-way with impressively deep bass, wide dynamic range and a laid-back balance 

B&W Nautilus 804 2,500 The prettiest Nautilus has tremendous clarity and imaging but lacks the welly of bigger models 

� B&W Nautilus 802 6,000 Outstanding example of the high-tech speaker builder's art, needs real power but gives real sound 

0 B&W Nautilus 801 8,500 The 80 1 is a magnificent loudspeaker in nearly every respea, but it is one that likes to play loud 

0 Blueroom Minipod 249 The Minipod can show its competitors a thing or two about freedom from boxiness and looks fab 

0 BC Acoustique Araxe 1,300 Neat compaa floorstander is a very lively communicator, if a little short of deep bass grunt 

SPECIFICATIONS 
� 
m 

� Bi � 
� 

::l ::; � � 
1i' < � :';! 0 , if ,. z � 0 c: 0 ;: � 1 , 

19,36.5.24 
i--

87 0..-- 40 __!_ __, � 
19,87,24 � 89 � 40 • 201 - .. , '199 18.97.28 ..!.. 89.5 � 25 • - -" -

.
2�.30 ..!.. 91 3 25 • 190 

2�}�� 90 ---;--
,...�-

-.- -rm;--
89 ------;-- � . r-t1 24.5.37.3 - 30 

92 
--=-

25 � r-t6 5,107.32 ..!.. � 
90 r--- '2oi 22.37.22 - � 45 • f--

211 19�.26 ..!.. 86 7 25 • 
---a f---

18,38.25.5 80 65 �. 192 - f--- � 
-� 

127,40,46 � A A 20 � f---
18.94.21 • 87 f-6 40 c-!- 164 r-- ---m:! 36.79.28 92 4 20 • 
22,107.47 r. 88 1--g 28 � • � 
19.106,27 r.- 90 � 20 � � 

r.- '--'- � � 10,102.30 89 � 22 r- - -
14.27,23 86 4 50 • 190 1-- - - - -
19.5.37.30 88 _]_ 30 • 211 r-- -.- 174 17.5.74.24.5 � 85 � 40 

20.5.36,23 89 � 30 -.- 207 r--
90 28 � r-=-

3.5.49.29 

• 
_?__ � 

23.5,87,29 91 � 22 � � 
)2.:..40,29 

--"- -=-
- 89 _!_ 30 

-+· r-
208 f---· 

)2,95,29 ..!.. 90 6 20 208 
12 r-- 1---�,42,31 89 ,.38 � "' 199 - � 29,108.42 ..!.. 89 r-2-- 20 r-.!-

4,101.5.lA. r-!- 89 � 38 r-.!- � 
34 

......=.:-
9,111.55 r-!- 91 � ,.._!_ � 

52,1
_
:1,69 �- 91 � 34 • � ,__ 

18,34,17 91 4 50 • � 1-- '----- -
21.92,30 • 94 3 40 • 204 
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STEREO SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 

[EJ Cabasse Farella 400 950 Exciting but very upfront-and-in-yer-face sound. High sensitivity, fine build and good dynamic drive 
Carlsson OA52.2 Ultra-discreet design integrates cleverly with the listening room. Impressively unboxy, but sounds a bit thin 

"' 
� 
� 
� 
1 

26,91,32 

41,54.37 

17,33,20 [!] Castle Richmond ______ 250:_ _,_Ti-...rn_,_ y_:re_;:;al_;-w;_;o.:;od:;.;m__:i-...nia;:_:tu;:;.re'--h'-'a '--s -=-' -"tigc._htw=ei"-gh;c_t.:_bu;:;.t_;_ve'-'ry'-'c"-oh'-'e'-'rec;nt__:so;:_:uc;nd;;;.,_:_'.:_bi.:..t i.c_n-_,__ye:.cr---=f'c.:'ec.:b_;:; ut'-'p"'le.c_ nty�of-'fu;:;.nc_ ______ ___ __. 

0 
0 

0 
� 
0 

0 

� 

� 

Castle Inversion 15 425 This striking looking standmount is a good all-rounder, commendably free from boxiness 
Castle Severn 2SE 

Castle Harlech 

Castle Inversion 100 --- -- -
Celestion A Compact 

Celestion A 1 

Celestion Al 

Chario Syntar 100 

�hario Hiper 1000 ___ 

Cha� Cons1_!!.1ation lynx 

700 
880 

600 
899 

249 
300 
550 

Pretty linle floorstander is lively and communicative, if a little coloured in the voice band 
Handsome big-sounding floorstander. great value and dynamic midrange 
�arge semi-o-:nni design with gor�us An De<:o styling. sounds open but bass alignment is ill-tuned 
Provided the room isn'�too large and your tastes not t� hea'vj', this is a char� li!!!.e nu� 

� warm and laid-back, but a true g ::;ua:.clity"-"so_;:;un'-'d'--; l_;:;ov--'e"- ly-=-bu,.:;il_:_d ---------
Full-scale, big sound from ultra-elegant floorstander. Smooth and slightly laid back presentation 
Pretty with a pleasantly easygoing balance, but not the most communicative or exciting sound around 
Classy lookirnJ standmount has a sweet, easygoing sound with fine midband voicing 
Beautiful near-miniature is let down by a midband too laid back for its own good 

.:___:::.:.:::_t-'-P'c:ic:_e c;in::::clu::d:::: es:..-s�nds. A showy speaker that lives up to its own hype Chario Academy Millennium 2 

Cyrus CLS70 Wonderfully striking styling, but presence is very laid back; likes playing loud 
Dali 606 400 A big bruiser at a tempting price. Sounds refined and polite, but also packs some punch 

�ali Royal Menuet Mkll 400 
0 �dence870 1,300 

Classy sub-miniature with a beautiful box and fine ingredients, but a little lacking in subtlety and excitement 
A real heavy.Neig�t. sonically and physically, and good for movies as well as music 

0 Dynaudio Contour 1.8 Mkll 

Dynaudio Audience 72 

Elac CL 102 11 

Elac CL 31 Oi Jet - - ---
Eltax�iberty

_
3+ 

Eltax Linear Response 

El tax Chroma Front 

0 Energy e:Xl 25 

Epos ES12 

Epos ES2
_

S __ 

Gale 2i -----
0 Heybrook Prima 2 

Heybrook HB1 

� 
-

���k Heylet1e 

� _ Heyb�k
-
Optima 

� Heybrook Hey1ios 

Heybrook Ultima 

0 Heybrook Duet 

Heybrook Octet 

0 -ln�i�Three 

Infinity Delta 60 

Infinity Kappa 70 

Jamo EBOO 

Jamo 0830 

1,842 
1,100 
599 
800 

Wonderful voice-band delicacy and loads of deep bass from a very elegant and compact box 
Very competent in most respects, but doesn't quite grab the anention; could be more communicative 
Chunky floorstander with classy drivers has a neutral, slightly 'shiny' character, and could have more punch 

_10 pricey, and you can buy bener performance for the money. Small speaker, good sound 
Bright, bassy, laid back and anractively evenha��ed. but dynamically challenged. Big box for your dosh 

� curiously dumpy sha�. but smooth, laid-back performer is easy on the ears, wit:;_h---fi---ne---to:;_n__;_al:_:a__;_cc;;:_ur-'-acy"----------· 
Gorgeous shiny styling package at an ultra-competitive price, suffers from an excess of rather flabby bass 
Neat slimline design delivers a fine all round performance for the price, but could sound smoother 
High quality luxury standmount has great midband and stereo imaging 
Handsome floorstander with a rather uneven and bass heavy balance 
Unspectacular sound and appearance fail to help this solid linle miniature stand out from the crowd __ 

Great openness, speed and timing. Sounds fresh and vital, though sometimes lacks scale and weight 
Good v�lue but an uneven performer, the HB1 provides plenty of fun with the volume turned well up 
Attractive trad�i�al-style near-miniature with classy main driver now has fine overall balance to match 
A dumpy ugly ducklin� with a heart of go� D�es a better tweeter, but communicates well 
Cla�ica�tyled stand-mount has a fi� �nee of smoothness and dynamic�s � W£0�en� _ 

Has the bass wallop to justify its dual hi-fifhome cinema roles, but doesn't excite 
Looks :lightly old-fashioned, sounds a bit coloured but its fine timing and liveliness serve music well 
Good-looking but pricey floorstander with novel drivers and a fine ceramic -enclosure midband 
Cute 'n' chunky standmount is an entertaining communicator. Great fun, despite some sonic weirdness 
Strikin�and massive floorstander, lots of speaker for the price, but seems a victim of its own complexity 
Fine material value. Sonical� big, smooth and even, but lacking in coherence and dynamics 

--'=-j--'N2ic::e.ly voiced, open midband but bonom end is a bit strong and amorphous 
Dynamically exciting and communicative, but lacks both smoothness and neutrality. Pricey too 

22,42,25 

21,84.24 
20,96,33 

26.5,111,45 

17,24,21 

24,41,35 

� 
_

JB'
:_
LX2 

JBL Ti200 

ln�i2��ing, if a touch crude, this good-hearted speaker repro:..:d_;:_uc"-es'--m'--u"-si-'-c---w'--ith--'e'--n"'th::;us:..:ia:;_sm----------- ---� 
Very substantial standmount knows how to rock and roll, but can sound uncouth on more delicate material 

0 JBL L20 

JBL 5VA1500 

0 JBL L40 

0 JBL 4312\1 

0 �L SVA 21�
-

0 �. 
JBL LX70 

@] JBL Xti40 

0 JMLab Cobalt 815 

0 JMLab Electra 90S 

JMlab Electra 915 

0 JMLab Meuo Utopia 

(!] JPWML510 

JPW Ml910 

0 JPW ML1010 

KEF Cresta 2 

0 KEF Q15.2 

KEF Q-55.2 

0 KEF Reference One· Two 

1,000 
1,000 
1,250 
1,500 

550 
500 
999 

Pricey, heavy and a bit laid-back, but this is a fine rock'n'roller which is dynamic and communicative 
A distinctive Pro-style bi-radial horn tweeter, with a fun sound, enlivened by a juicy bass thump 
Classic, large, three-way standmount is full of vim and vigour, with a superb sense of balance 
Crude but startlingly effective �a�ics. The original !:pa::_rty:;_:;:anc::im:.::a :.cl "-kn::_ows"'-'ju:.: s.:.;t hc.:oc.:w_:_to:..:rc:oc:::k_:_: 'n_:_:'ro:::ll _____________ , 
Monstrously large and brutish styling, goes very loud as well as deep. Fine focus but some boxiness 
A classic monitor which communicates with gusto and enthusiasm, though it can sound a bit crude 
Bassmeister supreme, shame the rest doesn't match up. Fine sensitivity but an itchy, saatchy treble 
Real wood and a cute shape, with a punchy driving bass, and a restrained overall balance 

__!!_ef!Y real-wood fl�rstander has a slight 'boom,.n'tiu' character but delivers big speaker grip and dynamics 
Compact but massively engineered, delivers a very classy sound with exceptional dynamic range 
Fine headroom and bass, and classy engineering too, but also a tricky amp load which lacks delicacy 
looks good and sounds even better. A genuinely big speaker with fantastic coherence 
lots of good quality speaker for the price, but not an ideal match for cheap budget components 
Loads of speaker for the money, plenty of headroom and loudness capability, but sounds dull 
A seriously substantial speaker for the price, and an obvious choice for those who like their music'--1'--oucod __ _ 

� good loo�g�al�e package�onically disappoin�g. and no match for the Q 15 
A vigorous and entertaining compact speaker that remains particularly well aligned for close-to-wall siting 
Beefy vinyl-finished UniQ delivers loads of bass, but might have more control 
limited low bass but bags of headroom. Coherent and lively sound, but could be more transparent 

KEF ROM Three Definitely a speaker aimed at long-term satisfaction rather than immediate impressiveness. Nice 4,100,27 

KEF Reference Model 2 Classy.�rge floorstan� that has massive headroom and clean mid-to-treble, but limited deep bass 

� Keswkk Audio Aria 11 Confident and dynamic sound, if a linle crude and shut in 
3,103,34 

[I] Keswick Audio Torino Good value, lively contender with distinctive styling. Goes loud and deep but could be smoother 6. 93,28 

[!] Linn Kan _ ---- 295 Great bass discrimination from size, ensuring a very informative, if slightly shut-in experience 19.31.19 

0 �n Keilidh Passive _ 750 Stunning timing and coherenc:::•c:•c.:w:::.eso:::m:::•:..:ba=ss-"d'--rivc:e--
:c--:----:--

--:----
:c--:c--:c--:c-------------j20,83,28 

� �ving Voice Auditorium 1,500 Pretty, compact floorstander has wonderful coherence, high sensitivity and fine dynamic integrity 1.5,98,29 

ESJ living Voic:e Avatar OBX·R 4,000 Discreet but e�remely fine design with external crossover and an affinity with valves 1.5, 104,27 

_.:::
M

,
ag

.:
na

=
t Vi

::.:
• ::_
nt
,
ag
;>:
e

:_:
3::

2
::
0 ____ -'03.::: 50'-+--'l.:::oa ::d::.;s o::_f2sp:: •a:::k::::•'c:for :::.Lyo::u:_:__r money, but the sound is thick, heavy and lacking in presence and authority 5,102,30 

-
�gnat Vectf!_r!}_ ___ _ _ _ 4 _50_+

-
Ta_ llc._, d_a _rk _a _nd_ a_l _ot _o _f s_,_pe_a _ke_r _fo-

:
r t_he_ m_ o_n__, ey'-- . B_e _au_ti _fu_l ba_lan_c_ce._bu_t _la _ck_in_,_ 9 _rn_s

-
cub_ tl_ety,__an _d _tr _an__,sp_a _re _ncy.,__ ________ --t 2,115,29 

_ Ma�t V�tage 710 800 Very competent but didn't particularly stand out; distinaive styling and slightly shiny sound 
0 Magnat Vintage 720 1,200 Slightly crude in some respects b� lots of he�rt�e scale, decent dynamic coherence and integrity 

114 I HI-FI CHOICE www.hifichoice.co.uk I march 2001 

5 
� 
> 
z 

� 

• � 
• 

-1 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

� 

• 

"' 
m 

:;; 
� � � 3 

� g "' � 
z 0 
:ri s: 

91 

88 

90.5 

90 

92 

92 

88 

91 

91 

91 

89 

90 

89 

90 



STEREO SPEAKERS THE DIRECTORY 

STEREO SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS 1 PRODUCT 1 COMMENTS . . o I 

_Mc_am.c ·_n-c:cLoga=-'-" "-P r'-'od-'-i-"gy'----'8"'.9'-'6-7_c--'C-'-om..: :bc:in--'es:_t_:_ he:_fi..::'".::''.::se:..:o_:_ f .::an-' e "'le.:: ac:ro.:: st.:: at_:_ ic-"w '-'ith'-t"-he:_9c_'"=-- "'-' o"-f -'cl -"ev-'er2�-'en'-'g"-in.::ee'--rec:d-'co"-n"'e"ba::s:...s t_:_o.o.goo= d-'eff.:.:ea_:__:_ _________ _,�2.179,7l r-!- 91 
_M_ i rage'-"'--'-F -"RX--'7 _______ __:lc:l.:c0-1I-N--'e"'at'-'s'-'lim__;.:.;floo=rstc:an...:d.::er_c_h .::as:..:a:__h__: ea:.; vy.c.,...:la;.:id-'b-"ac"-k"-ba:__lac:n .::ce,_,, P:.._' oc:b.:: ab"'ly--'b-'et:..: te.--r s__:u_:_ite__:d_cto:.. : m_:_o:.cv_:_ie-"!h_:_an_:_m__,_ u::s__:ic ...:re.c.pr.:.od;..; u_c a_:_io_ n _________ ,l 7.5,95,32 � 90 
�age OM-� _ __:3:.;;,000= -c'-A'--m...:•.::•'Y'--'-mod=el-'th...:a.:_ t g,_,oe.:: s:__lo:.:uc:d_:_Wl__:

.
!h...:o.:. u!:..:d:;:is= to__:"i_:_on"-' .::di'-'gs..:d.::ee:.cp_c_w:..: ith"-a'"p"'lo"-m::.b _:_an.:.:d..:cc:re:.:at.::es_,p...:le;__;nty"-o:.;f_:cd:c:•Pc.th__:o_:_ f;_;im__: ag"-'e --------!o1 33,30,42 � 90 

_Mirage OM-10-1 _ _ _ _ 2:::,000= ---+-''= '1:..: 1 b:;:l'_:_'k:co:cm;;:_ n:..:i· b::_i·c:po:;:lec:.h :::as:.!p:Cie:;:nty:;_;:;of c:b.:.ou:__n:::ce__:a::.c nd::_d2yn:.::•::;m;:;ic__:v2ig :.:ou:::r,.:.bu::t.::is..:;m;:;,o;_:re ..:;ro::o:.cm__:se:cn_:_si:.;tiv.:.e ;:_th :::an.: ; m:::.o::st;__ ________ _,l3,118,30 e 88 �--t+ r- * 22 -r;- 06 
20 1- ;- 210 

[I] Mission 700 ______ _ 1:;:3;:__0 --lrA=I ot:co::_ f :!'P':::•:::k':c'.:.:fo::_r :::'h :::.• :: :m: oc":::'Y"-- .::Go ::od.:..:.b'::'=-:' w:::• :cigc:h :ct a ::.:n ::.d ='":::'cc:"'::.:io::.:n.::•nc:d :..;ge:.o•::s.:.:lo:.:ud:_w:::i :: :.lh:.:•c::as::• ____________ -i1 8.34, 26 1-- 87 8 
0 Miss ion 771e 200 Beautifully styled miniature has a delightfully voiced midband, and real wood finish too 7,31,22 � 86 r-� 

Mission 780 299 Gorgeous miniature has a fine midband and dean, bright treble, slightly odd bottom end 16.5,28,27 � 86 r-� 

-
40,____._• 
45 i-- • 
40 ,____!._ 
30 • 0 M _iss_io_n _7?.!!_ _ 400 Beautifully designed slim floorstander could be more neutral but still delivers an all-round entertaining sound 7.5,88,26 � 92 4 

0 ��� ____ ____;I:.:OO_:__+ G:.:o"'rg<.:eo:.:u::.s .:::floo= " '='":::d:_:_er_:is:..:• :cn_:e ::;nt .:ce":::.':::in : ::ing,_c::o.:::m::;m;:__un;:;ic:::at:::or:..:, d::"::cP;:_ite:..:so:.:m:::e:..:b ::a:.:: la::;nc::.• _:_od::d.::iti.::esc:lb:crz igh::.:t.::!r.::eb:::le'-) ------ ----118,95,31 . � 90 4 40 �· __. 
[I] Mission 782 699 Ultra-compact floorstander has a glorious midband and slightly odd bass. Good communication skills 16.5,82. 28 � 86 9.5 25 ;--_ e 
0 Mission 775e 800 Lots of speaker for the money, and musically involving too, if a little short of serious weight and authority 23,115,30 � 93 � 25 :._ __ e 

t83 - -
t99 --� 

211 ---- -_M_iss_ion _7_8l__ _ 1,000 Plenty of bass weight. and a dean, aniculate mid range, but the two don't quite seem to gel 20.5,97,33� 8897 .-
_3
5 20 ._!_ 

lli] Monitor Audio Bronze 2 180 A real corker, which combines solid material value for money with a fine all round sonic performance 1 8 s 35 27 30 --�=-�;:_.:.��c:.::;::;:.::=:::��:.;:.::�:.;_:_�:::.::_2::.:�;:_;:_� �c:=�:.;;:;��==�-----------------i - ·  · r-
3o -�. _M_o_nitor Audio 2ilver Si __ 4:__:1:::0 __ 1_o:Gr:::ea:::.t :__:loo:::k:__:in2g,:__:s:;:ha'"rp'"ly'--'pC:ric:__:e;:__d :.:":::'l .:::w:::oo:o::d:__:fl :::oo"'-rs:__:ta:__:n:__:de:::r, :::bUo::l:::boo::t:__:IO :__:m_::e:__:nd:__:la,c ::ks:__:dc:_riv:__:e_::a :__:nd:__:! :__:en:__:si :::on_:_ _____ ______ -fo,s l.2l • 87 5 _ ·-

· � 
_210 

Mordaunt·Short MS902 200 Gorgeous metal -finished budget stand-mount has a shiny sound to match its looks _ 1 8, 31,25 f-- 8� .--;-- 4� •• ,____!._ 
@] Musical Tech Kestrel Evolution 315 Cutely styled, cleverly compaa and a smooth, subtle and coherent performer, best suited to smaller rooms 20,85,19 � 86 , _i_ 40 ,____!._ 
0 Musical Technology Harrier 400 Very pretty package, good measured performance and even sound . Sensitivity is low, and dynamics limp S,80,23 H 86 t.+ 25 ,____!._ 
� Musical Technology PM15 _ __;:41:::0_+'-'--'A__:su: :bc:.!le::_, =""::d':c "::.:t•:::'ed=b.:.ul__:v;;_ ery"-'-'inv:.:o::_lv::.:ing"--e::;x:.:am:::p:;:le__:oc_f l::.:h•:_'.::cl ::as:::sic;_' =' ":::'"'-'ry-'·fi::. :ni: ::sh:..:c: ::om-"p::•:::a__ :st:::an:;:d:: :_m:::ou:__nc_! -------------1�0,41,27 �· 88 5 38 _ 

� _Musical Technology F�l<on _ _:68:.:0;__--t--'B2igc::sp<::ec::ak:: :•:.: r h:::'::_"::b:::ig'-'b::".::":::'':. :o.: :'"::c'P:_":::sin"'g"ly__:sm::.:oo=th:.:•::.:nd:__c :::iv ::.:ili ::sed:::__::so:::u :::nd::_. f :.:in.::: •..:;m:::a .: ::te:__:ria::_l v:.:•.::lu ::_e 2to;:__o -----,------------f3, 117,30 e 89 4 22 e _ 

0 Musical Technol ogy,_C::•:::•:::d•::• __ 1:__:,0:.:00:::._--t--'L::ots'-o"f .::cl:::•v:::•r__:id:o::•::: as:.:in;:_a:_fl:::oo:::rs:::t:::an:::d: ::er·__:w:.;h ::ichc_P-::I•:o:: '::::".::":::'" :__:'c: P' ::;":::"'Y='":__:d:.:s :;:m :__:oo:__:th.::;n :::es :::s :::•h :::ea:o::d:: o::_f ::!dyncc:•:::m_:_ ic:.:d:::ra:.: mc::• ____ ____ -f5, 91,23 • 85 4 28 !_ 
[!!] Naim lntro 660 Great dynamic range and info retrieval, but thin, lacks warmth 4,89 ,27 � 89 6 _ 30 ,____!._ 
[!] Naim Credo 1,060 Involving sound, but rather forward and cold. Good clarity, but some coloration and a lack of richness 4,89,30 � 88 8 28 ,____!._ 
0 Naim SBLPassive _ 1,970 lively and punchy-smoother but more upfront than before 7,89 ,27 � 88 �. 25 __ e 
[ill _ Nai�!48�- _ 6,648 Elegant, large floorstander is exceptionally informative with an awesome dynamic range a:..::."c:d;:__dry"''-'fo, crw.:.:•:..:'d:..:bc:al_ .::•n.:.:c.::_ e --------!!2.9_, 116,47 e 89 4 20 � _ 
0 Neat Critique 2 __ 445 Contemporary standmount has a clean, crisp sound with lovely natural midband voicing 2,32,24 _ 86 6 50 _ e 

� _ N:.:.•::•:.:.t.:.:M:<.ys :.:t :oiqc:ue::.:.;M.::k 2'-----=17__:1c_+-'-Thc: is:__:e:;:le::.ga:__ nc:__t P::::'_:_ 'k=ag,_,e__:d:::el.:.:ive::crs:__:a:__:f:.; in;_e :.:•v.::er :::•l:cl s:::.ou::.n:::.d .:cqu::a::::lity"-;-=so::.:m:::•.::m;:; i9c:ht:.:f::.:ind::_t;:; h; _e t:.:OL P.::'"::d.:;too:::::_in::::si;:_st:c en;:__t ----------�0, 86, 18 ___!_ 85 -6 23 � 
0 _ N:.:.ea= t -:_-:N :::•• ::t.:.Pe .::trt::' ::.•.:.:111;__ ___ __;_79:.:1c_+-_:_Th:::•c..:"c:'b:::l•:.:i:__ s c;P'c::'ky"','-'bC: ut:_:l:;: his:.:i: :.s s::li::_ ll =on:.:•..:of:.: l::: h•:.:m:::o:::. S!:.:c:::oh2ec:ren:::l__:a:::nd:.:cc::om::.:m.:.:u:__n:.:ica::.:ti:.::ve:.:m:::i: ::nia::.:t::.ur:__:esc::a:.:ro.::un:.:d __________ -fo,30 .5, 20 _ 86 � 30 �� e 
0 �at � _ 1,195 A highly entertaining all-rounder, has a planar tweeter that sounds sweet. if not parlicularly smooth 0,88,1� _!_ 88.5 � 25 � 
� NHT Super One___ 250 A fine compromise between size and performance, sensitivity and hence loudness capability is modest 8.5,29.5,23 __ 85 �- 30 r-!-
� NHT 1.5 400 This compact standmount sounds much bigger than it has any right to. Good timing and communication skills 18,42,26 85 � 40 r.--• _ 

0 NHT Super Two 550 Black and shiny compact three-way floorstander has marvellously even balance and good coherence 18.5,100,26 e 87 � 25 e 

_ ____;4;:__91'-+ G::ood= - l=oo:::k:cing"--h:;:a::.:rd:.::w.:.ood:::::.e:.::nc:;: lo_:_ su::; re::.. , "-plu::s..:;fi::: n•:.:m:.;id::_a:cn .:.d.::!'.::'b:::l•:.:· b::u__:t '.::":::.' ::::" c::tis::.:fa:;:ct:::ory:L:::ba::ss� -------------+1 9,34,31 ---1 90 �
8 

40 � Opera Prima 
�g� live Conquer.!:_ 

0 _ Orelle Swing 
1 .. � __Qlu�ky floorstanding three-way ha> lovely cabinetwork and lively sound, but limit� deep bass )2 4,94.27 . � r 88 30 !_ 1,.. 1,200 A �perb ��le of what an essentially small loudspeaker can do, with bags of bno and enthusiasm �8,1 0t,28 e 87 8 45 r-e 

(ill PMC TB2 
0 PMC L81 
� PMCFBI 
0 ��H�so __ 

Polk RT 16 

__ 6::0:.:0_�A.:.:w:::o"-'-h"--y ::'":.:d.!P:.:" :.::"i:::e'c:'":: ':::"::::"c:O'__:'::.O :::'h::_e Tc:B:::t ,,__,w.:.:h ::::ic::_h :::se .::ts.::•.:.:h2ighc_s:__:ta:__:n ::da:__:rd::i::_ n :__:i!S:;:S :::_ize,_ity"'P:::'c:' ::las::s_:::foc_ r :__:"':::"':::"::::lity=•n:::d..:;lr ::•n::.'Pc:':::":::."'Y"- ----.P ll20,40.5.31 � 88 8 30 • 
999 S till fully competitive eight years after our original review, this genuine compact monitor is now a modem classic --��7.5,53,26 r-- 87 �- 40 f--�--

_____ tc_,2_71'-l--Ha'--n-"ds_:_om_ e:_fl-'oo-'-r-" st"-an--'d"-er-h'-'as--'!h--' e-li-' ve" ly--'co:_ h.:.er.:.en__:ce;;_o.;.l_;_a_:_si _m"- ple-'-two=--w-'-- ay'--'a'-'lo'--ng"'s-'-id"-e _im-'- pr_:ces:.:_s _ive'--b'--a'-' ss- we-'-i"'-gh_ l _an_ d_ e_xt_en_si _on _____ __.2o , 105,31 � 88 6 20 � 
__B'-'O--'-O-l--No;;_e;;_ n.:_!h..:.us:..:ia::.S!.c!W_:_ec:ac::eks-'-h--"er-"e,-'b:.;u!s.po_:_ w.cec.rtu.;.l_;_an.:.:dc.:b..:. ea::u.:c tif_:;ul-'b-'-ala=.n.::ce;__ _____________ ______ -jo27, 83.29 � 1 89 8 25 � 
---'7-'9'--9 -j�B:.:'="c.'i..::ch-'-, '---liv;:__el y,_a=--n-=-d .c.po:_wc:ert-"u"'l,-'bu:.;t.c.su::sc.:pea=to"p-'e"-nd::.; _:_bi� g .::•nc:d_;n.:.;ot___.v;:__ery'-'p"re'-'ny"------------- - -- ---·-- 22,105,39 � � 91 4 22 • 

�sponse 2.5 __ _ ____;2o.:.7_:0;_0 -1--'-fo:__r.;:as:.cp::.:ira::.cnt:.:h;:;igc:h-_:en:;:d:::er .:.s :::.loo;:__k::;,in"'-g-"fo'-r s::•:. ::ri o::u:csly'--'g'-=ood:.:__:bo::':::':::'·:::_'h=is.:cspe= ak:::.erc.:s:::.ho::u:::.ld_:b;:__e :::fi':.:' t..cpo:.:."c_o:: .f .::cac:ll ___________ -1_2].: 107,25 -� 86 8 
ProAc Tablette 2000 Si� _ _____:::89::9-,-t-=B•::':::"'::.:ifu:;: ll_,_y v:.:':.::"'::':.:'ed::.c::o:::m.':pa::a:.:s:::ta;:.cnd:_-m::::o::u:::. nl__:is:.:c:::la;::ss:::: ica:: :l�-'-= ba::.:la:::. nc::ed::,ccif_::a;:_lit:::!le:_:o"'-n'-'th:::•:.:b::.:rig;,:h ::_t ::::sid::•.::o:cf ":::'::"t:.::ra:_l -----------!1 9,36,16 r-:- 87 6 

30 ,____!._ 

�P •:::. •A::<::;S::I_:_ud::i•::_;:_12::5c_ ____ ;::1,000=-f '-'-P"re:::ny!.Ci:Jf P:__'i::: ce"--y_,co::;m!:pa:o::a.:;fl:::oo:: r::st::•n:.:d:::er.: ::w::: i thc_a:_be=au:::ti:;_: fu:.:IIY:__:":::"::"':.:'I:__:a::::nd:__n.:::e::ut:;_:ra__: l m:,::i :__:db::a:__:nd::_, •::n:.:d_::so:__:m::e_::ba::s.:.s t:.:h::um:.:P;__ _______ 420,94,28 r-!. 87 8 
�Signa�--- __ .:.t,OOO_-+_ A_ n_ra__:a_ive'--'p--'-yr-'-am_i _da'--1 '-'sta'-- n-'-dm_occ u_nt'--w_it_h _he'-'a-'vy'--, 1'--aid'----'-ba___.tk_b_:_ a_;_ lan--'c-'--e -"bu_:_t__:re_m.::_ar;__;ka___.b_,__ly .:.un--'b-'--oxy--'--'--so"-u-'-nd ____________ __,27,37,36 e 83 4 

0 Rega Jura _____ __ 4_;_10'---+'8"ee-'-fy'-s"'o-'-un__:d_:_ing"'-'-'-'h..:u_:_nk-'-y-'-floo= rs ..:ta;__;nd__:er_;so_;_ u:cn.=ds'-v-'ery.!..CC' d'--ire..:.a_;c..::ouo:p__: led:_'..:;to'-'t'-'he:__mccu:. :csi-"c,-'-if_::_a..:;to:.:u;:__ch:_'boo= m-'-'-'-n'-=tiu=-'- ----- --- -22.5,92.5,26 e 90 5 
[!] Rega ELA Mk 11 _ 498 Pretty and smooth, the latest incarnation has a superb midband and excellent communicative skills 30,80,20 e 87 

30 ·� 
28 _!.... _ 
21 -·----
25 ·-
40 !___ 

-I� 
_3_1!_1_ 
� � 

190 

� 164 

� � 200 

� 199 
� 

13B ---
160 
149 

204 __:.;_ _ 
� 
� 

193 --
139 - -

0 '--'-Re=--hdc:elt= o-'R: :.:K c.:1.. :1 :.:5a�----"-1,7:.:00.:_+'S;:;in"'gl_e:__ -d::r:.::ive=-r - '-'sys-"t= em:.;:;:ha::.s:::lim:::it;_:ed::_::ba::.cnd::.w:.::id=th.:;a:__n_:_d;::ob::.v:::iou::s_:co:::lo=-ra::.:ti=on"-,"'bu::.:t.:.:w::con:.:d:.:ro=us:..:d:Lyn.::accm:.:ic-"co:__h:::er;;_en:.:ce�-----------1'3 4,42,27 1- 95 
""'RM;::S::_:.cR •::•.::•I=at=-io::.:n :..:S :.:•:::ries=-1'----'-'-1.2::9.:.9-f__: ln:::n::covc:at:::iv_:_ e ::.:m::•t::.al-__:bo: :x:.:c :.:.om:.:pa:::a"-Cw:::ith.:;iccnt: :ceg"'ra"-l"'po::;rtl::s:::ta:: :nd'---' ':::l•::•n'-w:.::i:.;th_,g= oo:::d.:;ti :::m::.: ing=bu::_t.:;ve::.<ry.cla:::id:__:-ba=ck:..:b:::al;::an :.:ce:__ _______ --ji20,99,24 � 81 

IS -� 22 ,____!._ 
· � 

� 
Roksan ROKone 595 Large standmount is musically very communicative, if a little coloured 21,45,33 89 

0 �oksan O�ck =-- 995 Innovative low-lin_e, rwo-way floorstander with decoupled tweeter; great bass and fine dynamic range 28,79,46 :e 84 
6_ 30 
8 20 -.-
4- 28 • EJ Royd Doublet 485 Great value compact floorstander: lively and very informative, if a little uneven 18,93,19 e 90 

0 Ruarlc Epilogue 269 Beautifully finished miniature with a lively balance and plenty of charm; best suited to smaller rooms 17,29,23 � 87 �8 
_ R_ua_rk _S_c_,ep_ tr_e _____ _ c_I9'---9-+--'T_ra.cdi"- tio'--n"- al _' c"-ab_ in--'e"- two-'-rk _WI---'.th_ c.o. la_:_ ss"-y-ve'-n-'- ee'---r "-an-'-d"sh_in--'-y-"g---' ilt _fix,..in__,g"-s,_ha:..:ms. pe.:cr.:: ed'-'b"- y--'ra"-th_:_er_ w---' a'-yw---' a...: rd-'s"-ou'-- n"- d-"ba--la_nc'-' e ----------j0 1 ,38, 31 87 8 
_Rc.ua= rk__:P_ro'-l-'-og<Cue'-'--'O---n.:.•:.:R ___ ____:_94:.:9_+-'-S'---tri'-'ki'-'ng'-' ly--'co-'---n-"te'---m-"-po-'---ra'-ry'-cc:om-'--pa=a'--fl-'-oo=--rs: .::ta:__nd'---e'-r ::.is:.:w.:c •ll:..:v_:_oi. ::ced.:.:.;bu::!.c.a-'-lin-'--le=-l.::ea:__nccin_; occve'--ra'---ll-'b"-al; :__an.::ce;__ ____ _______ -l'17 5,93 28 _ 88 5 

IT] Ruark Excalibur __ __:_7,c:.OOO:.:c;+A=bi"g,.::ha;:__nc: dso= me'-s'-'pe-=a::: k•:c.r_;w;.:ith.:.•:..:b:.cig"--, :.:l• :.:cid-__:ba:.:cc.k .::bu:C.t-"ope=n ccso :.:unc:d::., r .:.oc:ck: :. :ing,_b=•=":..:':::" d::.l:.:o•::d:..s -'-of_;h :::ea:.:dr :.:oo::m"----- ------�0,125,53 � 90 -� 
0 Sequence 400 _ -- �32=9'---l--'CC.:Ie-"ve::.r h:;:a::: ngL- o::.n:..:-w.:.:a:::ll .c:P•::;n::el.::isc:.w:.:el;:_l v:;:o;;_ice::d:c, t::cho::u=cgh.:;b:::a:; ss.:_:is:::n'.:.! !:.:00::_9"-''.::"::.' -------------------f5, 100,7 86 8 

Silverado Raider 695 Beautifully built audiophile compact: neutral if bright, tough work for amps 0,40,25 _ 83 � 
_s:::ne=lf :::.K - ::s ________ __;_79::;1c_--t--'C:::I• ::;" .:.Y A;: ;V__:-':::":.:dyL:s::t•:__nd::_:::mo::u:.:nt:.:is::_v :__:ery:L:::so:::lid:::IYc: •:::n"-Cgin:::ee: ::r_:_ed::_. ::lo::u :__:nd:.:i'::_"::': ::"'::":..:l b::":. :' l:::ac ::k'o..:'::" :::il:::em::.:•:::nl,__ ___________ -f2,46,30 _ 87 6 

� �n�E.S Mk2 152� Large floorstander has serious deep bass extension, and also a delicate midband with low coloration 22,109,30 _!_ 89 4 
2�ell XA7Sps_ _ 4,500 Active bass floorstander with marvellous mid coherence, slightly suspect bass integration. 8,117,50 e 91 6 

�lilogu.!._SM 2A3 _ _ _ 1,095 Fine match in balance, coherence, transparency and speed. Intended for use with Cary CAD 2A3SE 5.5,19,30 91 8-
Sonus Faber Conce '-'rti -'--n.:.• ___ .:_I9:.:9_+'-'--'A:..:b.::eac:u.=tif.::ul"-�-'-nec:u.::: tra:c.l --'lo.::ud"'spe=ak"-er-'in_:_a:_b:.:'-=-'":c'i=fu'--- l l=ta--'lia:::n .:csu:.::it-'o'---f c:.::lo-'-th--'es"-. -"CI'--- as-'-'sy'---, i'---f q'-'u-'-ite'--'p=--ri.::ce:;__ y -------------!21,31,19 f-- 87 

I 
: _ 

South Coast Speakers lancelot 895 Pretty compact standmount has nice ribbon tweeter but sounds a bit soh and lacks dynamic vigour 19,36,26 _ I-- 84 � 
0 Spendor 2030 599 Discreet slim line floorstander with delicately coherent, laid-bad: sound 8,89,27 � 87 � 
E9 TAG Mclaren F 1  ____ 15,000 Oddball aesthetics with accurate, unflappable, controlled and consistent sonic neutrality 40,127,48 � 87 1- � 
0 Tannoy mX2 _ _ 150 Surprisingly refined considering its very modest price: very communicative with outstanding midband delicacy 18.5,33,25 r-- 89 4 

Tannoy Revolution 1 ____ __::2:.;00:__FP.: .:te_:::tty'--'l"=in:::le..:;m:::in:.;i·:::m:: :on::.:ito:::r.::is;_:s::;m::oo:__ lh::__, w;:_e:::ll..:;m:::a::nn:__:er:::ed::_a"'-nC:d!:po:: :li.:::!e;:_IO:_a:_fc:: au:::ll .:., l:.;ac:::kso..:d:J.ync:::•:::m::::ic-'ex"p" re::.ss:::io:.;n --------------1'7,30,22 � 86 4 
� Tannoy mX3 300 A great all-round compromise at a very modest price, combining good looks with fine midband voicing 1 8.5,87.26 � 90 r--2--
0 Tannoy mX4 350 Lacks dynamic grip and authority, but delivers great bass extension and a classy overall balance at a sharp price 18.5,96,26 f.-J 88 r-i-
[!] �_¥"- �i _!)n R2 350 Bargain price real 'NOOd floorstander is beautifully voiced and very even-handed, if a tad laid back 17,94,24 � 90 � 

Tannoy Revolution� _ 550 Handsome reai·'NOOd floorstander does a decent job, but lacks the evenness of its smaller R2 brother 18.5,103,28 r: � 89 �-
0 Tannoy 0300 999 Gorgeous-looking compact floorstander. And a fine all-round performer, too 4,85,23 �87 6 

Tannoy ST·100 1,200 This supertweeter adds a subtle and delicate effect while also broadening the soundstage at a price 5, 10.5,6 95 tt 
Technics SB·MSOO 450 This model offers a dean, open sound, offset by midbass, heavy balance and fow sensitivity 5,78��? 85 8 
Triangle Cometes 359 Communicative standmount has great midband dynamics, but the very bright top end might be intrusive 2,40,29 91 4 
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THE DIRECTORY STEREO SPEAKERS I MUL TICHANNEL SPEAKERS 
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m 

STEREO SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 

� 

� 1Ji � � 8: =< 
� s g ;a � � 
if ::;! z 0 z c: c � s: 

� i 
STATUS PRODUG 'I COMMENTS 

[!!] Triangle Zephyr 11 199 loads of fun. Dramatic dynamics and righteous timing will give any hi-fi system a wake-up ca!l 2.94.29 c.!. 91 � 25 ___!._.; � 
[ill Veritas Hl 6,000 loads of fun with wonderful dynamic and temporal integrity from horn-loaded lowther drivers @o.110,47 c.!. 104 � 50 

----; 1-"• � 
0 Vienna Acoustics Mozart 1,500 Gorgeous slimline floorstander sounds very laid-back but very charming, and musically literate l7,97.30 

i 
88 � 25 .....!...... 199 -

[ill Wilson benesch Bishop 20,000 Deep and even bass sets new standards for cleanliness and clarity; lovely open midband too 23,161,561 89 4 S20 � � 
A good-hearted, lively and up-front performer that's a linle lacking in subtlety and smoothness 

r--
Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 140 19,2�:�·�3 1-� 4 45 • 169 r--Wdale Diamond 7. 2Annive<sary 200 lively and exuberant, but a tad untidy with it; can sound a bit cold and hard 19, 19:�·14 88 4 40 • 187 

1-- r--0 Zingali Overture 2S 1,975 Gorgeous, pricey, imposing standmount has a horn tweeter of great delicacy. Impressively weighty �,9.57,38 90 8 25 • 195 

SUBWOOFERS 
STATUS PRODUG ' I I COMMENTS 

Acoustic Energy AE108S 299 Lots of loud sub'NOOfer for your money, though ultimately more film than music oriented ;;<1.42,43 
f- 1----

�0 • 179 

0 B&WASW1000 499 Bulky heavyweight is a high quality item, able to generate more bass output than music is likely to need �'�- r-!- A 
1----

A20 � � - ���-
Jamo 08SUB 950 Pretty but pricey, the D8SUB packs plenty of punch (for movie fans), but doesn't delve deep enough for music replay 45.5,41,455 A 30 

1---- 21_ll_ 
0 

.___ r--
JPW SW60 349 A real heavyweight, sounds clean and transparent, if perhaps a little understated. Usefully flexible 5,47,39 20 r-� :�: - r-- r--
KEF Model 308 499 (Adive) Commendably discreet wlth good sense of timing but limited extension 8.5,37,43 ...!.. A 45 

r-- r--"" � M&K MX70 795 Cutely compad and entertaining too, but lacks the ultimate extension 10 justify its high price 1,31,30 ...!.. I � 
25 r-- t--e - :---

Mission 7AS2 399 Ugly if very effective at supplying very low bass, but filter could do with more flexibility higher up 6,30,3�
, ...!.. f--- <20 � 0 1-i r--r-

Paradigm PDR-1 0 150 Not much grip, drive or authority, but it doesn't get in the way and it is very cheap 4.5,36,42 • 21 210 
• r-- 25 1----r- 7o Polk PSW430 400 A lot of subwoofer for your money, but lacks deep grunt and is more movie than music oriented 85,45,46 A 

0 375 This good looking if bulky sub does the business wlth impressive flexibility and sonic self·effacement 
__:_ 

r-- 20 
1---- 7o REL QSO 2,53,31 

f 
f-A 1----0 r-- � 

Ruark log-Rhythm 775 Adds weight and scale with commendable discretion, making a positive contribution to the whole musical eKposition 3,43.43 f---- <20 

r--e 
n � 

Soliloquy 510 1,050 (Adive) Pretty subwoofer, cosmetically matching SM 2A3 speakers, pricey and mid-bass a bit strong 130.5,46 A 25 19 

LOUDSPEAKERS 
SPECIFICATIONS 

� 
� 

m 
1Ji � � � =< 8: 

� s � � 
if ::;! "' z z 0 c: c � s: s: 
i � "' MUlTICHANNEl SPEAKERS & PACKAGES 

STATUS PRODUG 'I I COMMENTS I 
[!!] Acoustic Energy Aegis Three 350 High value floorstander has deep and even bass and a smooth neutrality thereaher 19,90,25 • 90 5 22 • 198 

0 
1-- r-- - � 

B&W lCR6 349 Large, gutsy standmoum intended for all-round AV use delivers fine performance as a stereo pair too 0.1.11.31 90 r--2--- 20 • 198 1-- � -
B&W Nautilus package 6,500 This classy, laid-back package is arguably too good for current programming. Very bulky centre speaker � � n/a c---2- 20 • 2 10 ..___ ---;98 Definitive Technology BP2X 595 Pricey but effective bi-polar surround speaker, with unusually high sensitivity 23.37.15 94 � r!,20 • 
Definitive Technology BP2004 1,700 Pricey bi-polar floorstander has a fine midband, let down by its built-in powered subwoofer 19,104,31 re- 91 r---2--- 28 'a" 198 r r-=- -=-
Dynaudio lRIC 120 439 Slim centre and front standmount, has an evenhanded but rather laid back balance but lacks drive 11�5.:S22, f-�9 r-2----,_!5 e-!- .-� 
Jamo Concert package 2.500 Lovely main speakers sonically overshadow the centre, while surrounds are a bit obvious too .... � n/a r--2--- 30 

1---- � 
[!!] JBL Xti-series package 1,100 HeKagonal boxes all mund, this package has de<ent authority and all round tension ""' var n/a 5 40 • ��� - r-- r--

KEF Q-series package 880 Cleverly designed, vinyl-finished UniQ package packs a goodly thump but centre and surrounds stand out ar var n/a 3 25 • - r-- 1:---- ,. Mirage OM-series package 2,000 Big black and bouncy package with omni fronts has plenty of vigour but some coloration var ar � nla 4 20 

�:16,i2 1-- r--
0 Mission 77DS 199 Neat flush-mount surround speaker has no bass but a smooth midband and nicely restrained treble 92 4 120 � 198 - � �0 

1---- 7o Mission Cinema 8 package 1,400 Beautifully styled and cleverly designed package, but could have more grunt and drive for the price var � n/a � �.110,}5 

- r--e � Polk RTE 1000p 1.300 Tall elegant tower with built-in powered bass 'subwoofer' that needs using with discretion. Bright but engaging ...!.. 91 � 25 
r-=- � 

Monitor Audio Silver series 1,000 Great looking conventionally styled package lacks something in dynamic drive and tension ya. � nla � 30 
f----

• � 
0 Mordaunt-Short Dedaration 500 1.600 Good value vinyl THX Seled package with Power Towers. Good authority but must be 5.1-conneaed var � nla nla 3 25 • 210 - - f--- I--
0 PMC FB1/TB2 package 2,200 Classy if bulky and pricey package has good transparency, coherence and weight Y.r � nla � 20 • � � r--0 Rega JuraJAraJSenta 920 Classy real wood package does a good all round job, but sounds bright and might have more surround weight �· � nla 4 • 210 

---;;- r-- 7o [!!] Tannoy mXAV4 package 100 Lacks grunt, grip and authority, but smooth and refined wlth seamless surround coherence ar � n/a 20 • 
§] Tannoy Saturn S6LCR 400 A punchy compact standmount based on a serious cast-frame, pro-style dual-concentric driver 21]8.29 89 � 25 

r-- � 
[!!] Tannoy Saturn 56 500 Fine value vinyl floorstander offers plenty of genuine grunt and real dynamic tension 21,89,19 • 91 ---;;- 20 re � 

CENTRE CHANNEl SPEAKERS 
STATUS PRODUG ' I I COMMENTS I 

0 Acoustic Energy Aegis Centre 140 Good value centre-front speaker but a tad shut in and with a slightly obvious top end (price per speaker) 46,17,20 1= 89 ,_2_ 50 � � B&W Nautilus HTM1 1,500 Very bulky for a centre speaker, though very capable too - a little less laid back than its siblings [76.37,30 89 � 30 - • � - ·--
Castle Keep 250 Substantial centre-front speaker based on Harlech drivers but with rather brighter voicing 48,17.29,� 88 � 45 __!__, � 

0 Definitive Technology CLR2002 191 Pricey, but undoubtedly one of the better centre-front speakers around, with fine timing and open voicing 55.5,17.5,)== 90 4 40 • 198 
r--- - -

Jamo Concert (enter 550 A decent balance match but lacks the class and grip of the Concen Ss, and is bulky and pricey too 55,22,30 87 ,_2_ 100 I ·� _;_ [!!] 
-

JBl Xti10C 200 An elegant, cleverly designed centre and a good match for the 40s. Better value than most too 51,19�!.: -- � r--2--- 50 • '--
KEF Q95( 200 This artfully designed UniQ centre looks much better than most on top of the TV set 40,17.17 89 3 120 • 21_ll_ -- - � c---
Mirage OM-C2 600 Large but discreet omni-bi-pole matches OM-10-1 well but lacks tight focus, and seems eKpensive 64,18.5,31 88 50 • 210 

0 Mission 77C A good centre-front match for 77-series, the triple tweeter might be a curiosity, but voicing is very good 
-- 91 r--;- 100 

,______ 
• � 199 42,1 7,21 

Makes a good visual and sonic match for the 782, but quite pricey by comparison, given the ingredients 
-

86 � 100 
r--

·� 210 Mission 78( 350 45,1 7, 19 '---- r-=- r-- � Monitor Audio Sitver Centre 10i 300 Neat and good looking panner to the Silver Sis, but a linle more forward, and quite eKpensive too 50,17,21 - 87 � 100 e--- • 
0 _ Mordaunt-Short MS 504 200 Smart yet discreet and a good match for the 502. Sounds clean and e�<pressive, and is well priced �.19,10 - 88 3 120 • � r--- ,--- :---
0 PMC TBlMIC 321 This bulky centre speaker is quite pricey, but it combines good transparency with some authority 0,10,31 87 r--?- 50 1---- ! � .,._. 91 Polk CS 1000p 999 Monstrously large and heavy centre-front speaker, presumably for those with monstrous intentions 7,22,35 � 25 r--!- � -
0 Rega Senta 185 The very compact Senta is sensibly priced, a bit bright maybe, but articulate and eKpressive 1,1611 89 4 120 • 210 
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MUL TICHANNEL SPEAKERS I PERSONAL STEREOS I TURNTABLES THE DIRECTORY 

CENTRE CHANNEL SPEAKERS (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 

� TannoymXC 

§] Tannoy Saturn 56C 

COMMENTS 
Could be more exciting, but a very impressive centre speaker at an unusually reasonable price 
A punchy compact standmount based on a serious cast-frame, pro-style dual-concentric driver 

PERSONAL/INTERNET 
PERSONAL STEREOS 

STATUS PRODUCT ' I COMMENTS 
Aiwa HS-PX307 30 So-so sound but an impressive features roster. Oe<ent value overall 

0 Aiwa AM-HXSO 180 Neat play-back only personal with an impressively full-bodied sound, though short on detail 
JVC Xl-PG7 100 Undistin�ished C� model, wi� tacky build and below-par sound - --- --

0 Panasonic RQ-SX71 70 A sleek aluminium �y. decent sound and superb features ----
Panasonic RQ-SX91 80 A super-slick personal for well-heeled cassene users. Sound is rather bright 
Panasonic SJ·MR100 150 Well built and nicely appointed, though performance is unremarkable at the price ---- ---

[RJ Philips Affi582 115 A �p��roof body and an entertaining sound- the perfect CD personal for holiday japes 
§] Sharp MO-MT831 H 250 Smart design, sprightly sound and a well featured package 

Sony WM-EX404 35 Super-stylish but sonically flawed, with particularly uncomfortable earphones 
0 Sony 0-EJ815 140 High-tech build and features. including super-effeaive shock proteaion. Sound is soft but substantial 
� �ony0-EJ915 150 A beauty to behold- the mo�rtable CD player yet and a good performer to boot 
� Sony MZ-R91 150 A petite and se.�cy beast with good ��und an_d excellent facilities - -

INTERNET AUDIO 
STATUS PRODUCT ' I 

� 
0 

Aiwa MM-VXlOO 
Audio ReQuest ARQ 1 

�ativ�bs Digital Jukebox 
OigMedia Music Store 
JalPiper MV32P 
LG Mf-PD360 -
LG AHA-FD/70 

I 
130 
568 
349 
350 
115 ------
130 
200 -- - ------

0 Pine D'Music 120 
Pon1is SP504 158 

0 Rio 500 190 
0 .3.!0600 _ - 169 

Schneider MPMan F20 99 - ----· --· 
Smart Portable MP3 Disc Player 119 
Sony NW-MS? 149 

COMMENTS 
Aiwa's expertise in_ the personal stereo field is visible, but performance is only average 
Full size separate contai�g CD pl��r. hard drive and PC connection. Sign of things to c��e? 
Smartly designed high-capacity portable with storage for over 1,000 tracks 
Innovative CO!hard drive combo with optional solid state portable. MP3 with or without a computer 
First wave player that looks good but sounds bri9ht. Includes voice recording and phone book features 
Good looking and temptingly affordable, but features and performance are nothing special 
Cassette and s� sta.!.:_�..r:._S?��n o�e- novel idea. poor execution 
Good build. solid sound and a voice recording mode make this a good first-time buy 
Not the best aesthetically, but exceptionally good MP3 sound 
Well featured and a strong performer, though new generation Rios have now arrived 
Neat design, strong future-proofing, good__!eatures and sound. Only its _memory lets it down 
The world's �rst MP3 perso.!:_lal. Basic but still g�� valu! - - -
CD personal that also plays MP3 tracks burnt onto CD-R discs 
A gorgeous little personal �g Sony'� Memory Stick storage. Good but pricey 

RECORD PLAYERS 
TURNTABLES 

STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 

--

-

--

� �dio �le TI1/ARM1 

Avid Acutus 

Clearaudio Reference 

594 Simple and unpret�i�u���-d�iv_��s � ������o�tr�� �ig�� ��or�a-��� �n �ff9rdable�----------p 
4,995 Extremely capable design with no apparent shortcomings, don't sell your vinyl 'til you've heard it on this! 

------
0 ���a 2

_. 
__ 

Dual CS 455.1 

0 �Ou�5:4 �_1(_ 

--� Opulent beast tested ���_uther T9_: 1 �arm. Tends to _gloss over detail, .:;bu:;.t.=ca:;; n.;.so:.:uccnd:..;b:.:o.;:ld _____ ____ ___ -1 
5,600 Tonally slightly bleached, but extracts detai�ke few others. W�ks �ell on its o� table 
220 Neat record pla�r with auto�a� c9�venience �a�d 7!r pm)J>�t _doesn't match simpler �anual rivals ::soc.:ni:=c•:::IIY'------

Co�:!:�..!...S?��nding and w�l �solat� �urn!_���� -i� s�i��!ly_ ���9� ���E�--··---�-----�--------
0 �zma Stabi/PS (Tested with Stogi Referenc��lid o� pli_ nt_,h;_so.ccu_ nd_i_ s_;_ve-"ry-'c -'-lea_,r,-'-d-'-et-ai-'-le<l;_a;_n_;_ d_;_ex.;..te'-nd'--e<l-'------- -------1 
0 Unn LP12 Basik Trails the full LP12 significantly, but pace. rhythm. timing etc. still top rank 
[I] 

-u;;-LP12 Ungo 1,750 Th�la�ic �;fe;enc� i ; -i�Pr��;!b�·th� li�g;�bu; �h��;i�g chara;-e;;;; n-,---�-------� 
0 

-
Mi�

-��(;yr�:� --- -----slS---Swee� a�d-natural-sounding player, well matche�o R��B300 arm ----- _ =--=----
(m - �'.!'.!!!�Yf? .. � A stu�ningly desirable combin�tion o�looks�-�olid�ry a�d soun� make this �-t��p��g turntable_ 
� _!!j�ell Orbe SE A Superb turntable, able to mix it with the best at virtually any price 

Moth Kanoot ����! �oarse-sou�ing_9ec�th?t requires d_:_c_:n!_i_:��� and ��� it�--�:9a R�-��-�----·-----
� NAD 533 Sonically�e crude. �m�cally satisfying results at a very modest price 
� �logue Spacedeck/Arm No frills, just a first-rate, outstandingly natural-sounding deck that will last forever 
0 

-
Pink Tr�gleTa-

rant;ila!l 850 A tu;�able &;"at looks unlike an-y other, �ith.rar�-;bi lity too. Q�y.-bu;soundis i�mensely likeable - -- - ·-------

� Pro
_
�ect ��--� R�m�abl;eff�aive �t�he p7i��� wi�h decent-ti;jnQ and-a g;erally well defined �oun:;:d_-_-_

-
__ -_________ � 

�je� �l�ss�
. 

Cherry __________ _ AJlr:� �oo��g turntable -�t� a_gene��ys a�-�-���ic sound, bu�cks so�et_h�ng_in_ o������-:��re!lce 
Pro-ject �rspective 

0 Pro-ject 6/Sumiko 

� Rega Planar 2 

--=-+_£!exible facilities and competitive p��g���!J�':.rmance of turntable al::.o":::'.::is..:b.::•h:::.in:::d..::th:::•..:be:;sc_< -,-----------1 
850 �o�·� t�ink of this as _a dec_k with a good arm, but as� sca�e9-down Oracle ge!p�i- it's��-�����--
214 A remarkable product at the price, surprisingly articulate and confident 

� 
� � � � ,.., � 5 =< � � 
� 0 < � Cl ::1 0 � ::! ;;: )> , b >I z 0 
0 z :;: ;;: 

� � 

z � c 
� � 

Cl z c: 
� � � 

Cassette r----. 204 1----- t---Mini Disc • 204 
r---. 1----- r-CD 204 
r-----. 

'-- 1-----Cassene 104 
r-----. 1----- r-Cassene 104 

Mini Disc c---.-- . :-- r- 204 --- :-:-- ., r-CD 
c---.-- . :'--- f-----. 204 

Mini Disc "---- i-- 104 -
Cas.sene ,____ 1� - ,__ CD • 204 - 1-----CD - . -· - :--

204 
Mini Disc • 204 

I 
SdidState � - · �� 

PR � 204 
CD/HO • � � � 208 

HatdDIWe ___!___ - UIB� 208 
p=. CDIHD • � USB 1.4GB 108 -- - - -

100- • 

� 
PRl 

� 
195 

-.-So!idState � 108 -=---
SS/Cass �--- � - • r!'� PRL � 204 

Solid State r-!- � PR � 195 
lOO State • � UIB� 104 1---
Solid State r-!- � USB� 195 
SoidS""' r---!- - us �� 108 
ScMState � - �P3 PR � 195 

CD 
,....---- � 

us !-;;:;a 
208 

Sold Slate /".f'l'ATRAC· 208 

SPECIFI 
� � 

� !ij c: 

� 
� 

;2 � � ;;; 
� 0 0 � c: ::;: ::;: "' ,.., z =< :il "' /'! "' 
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THE DIRECTORY TURNTABLES I CARTRIDGES 

TURNTABLES (CONTINUED) 
STATUS PRODUCT 'I I COMMENTS 

0 Rega Planar 3 274 Sounds musical in a balanced manner, needs de<ent isolation and suffers a linle pitch instability 

@) Rega Planar 25 619 Great looking turntable has a silky smooth sound with exceptional midband coherence 

@) Reson RS1 600 Supplied set-up and ready-tuned, this unconventional deck is packed with mid-band derail 

0 Roksan Radius 3/Tabriz zi 890 Elegant-looking turntable with a tidy, ordered sound. Bright and breezy if a shade lightweight 

[ill SME Model 1 OA 3,333 Elegant and extremely capable design with Series V/309 hybrid arm, superbly built 

[ill SME Model 20.2A 4,863 Beautifully built, extremely neutral damped and suspended de<k with superb sound. lnc V arm 

@) Thorens TD166 VI/UK/R8 400 Refined, solid sound with well-focused imagery; suitable for use with good MM/MC budget canridges 

Thorens TD146 VI 550 Tonearm not quite up to turntable's potential; this semi-auto is much pricier than manual TD166 

Thorens TD2001 700 Balances convenience and sound well, but deck lacks detail and bass could be better controlled 

0 VPI HW19 Junior 650 A notably large and handsome turntable with good sound quality and considerable upgrade potential 

0 Well Tempered Record Player 850 Intriguing and challenging. Mu�cally not ideal, but its limpid quality and lack of artificiality set standards 

[ill Well Tempered Reference 5,500 Superb mechanical stability and unflappability result in a dean reproduction 

@) Wilson benesch The Cirde 795 A beautiful turntable with a sumptuous sound, all at a very reasonable price- a dear Best Buy 

CARTRIDGES 

STATUS PRODUCT COMMENTS 
[ill Allaens MC1 B 1,295 Highly capable and entertaining Belgian cartridge that warrants the finest turntable and phono stage you can afford 

@) Audio Technica AT·95E 20 Clear and dynamic, though richly balanced 

Audio Technica AT·OC9Ml 330 A well-finished cartridge with a sound that's smoothly detailed, but also rather unexciting 

@) Clearaudio Signature 1.495 A great all-round performer with fine dynamic vitality and a seductive midband intimacy 

@) Denon Dl110 70 A fine all-rounder, this high output MC model is likely to perform well 

Denon Dl103 100 Good performance in bass and good 'life' Is seriously let down by its spherical stylus which kills subtle detail 

@) Denon Dl304 200 Uncoloured, detailed, tracks superbly. Top notch altogether, and a bargain at the price 

0 Oynavector DV-20X l 299 Articulate-sounding, with impressive treble resolve, though lightweight at times. Needs a high quality turntable and arm 

Dynavector Karat 1702 mk2 450 Clean and controlled sound with taut, tuneful bass. Detailed and musically cogent 

0 Dynavector XX-1l 998 Very clear, very detailed; a response lih around 20kHz seems to do no harm 

0 Oynavector Te-Kaitora 1,698 A real smoothie, but pricey. Worth checking out for its delicate laid-back transparency and low needle-talk 

[ill Dynavector DRT XV-1 2,500 Capable of conjuring one of the most tactile. three dimensional sound stages on the vinyl planet. Extremely entertaining 

0 Goldrlng Elan 19 A lightweight and frisky-sounding MM apparently based on Nagaoka MM4 body 

0 Goldring 1012GX 79 Slightly harsh but plenty of life and detail. Some high frequency coloration apparent 

0 Goldring 1022GX 99 As with 1012, a touch harsh; detail and transient purity improved 

0 Goldring Eroica LX 110 Not the most subtle cartridge in the world: can sound edgy at times, but lively and informative 

Goldring 1042 120 Not terribly subtle, and not such good value alongside 1012 and 1022. Quite lively, though 

Goldring Elite 220 The basics are right, and it will cheerfully tackle any source material, but its sound is not the cleanest 

Goldring Excel VX 525 Good bass drive but dull and imprecise higher up. An old-fashioned sound that falls short of the true high end 

@) Grado Pres1ige Gold 149 Rich sounding with an unusually refined top-end for a moving magnet-type cartridge 

Grado Reference 995 Loads of tracking headroom but treble is limited. A prospect for mid-oriented valve amp users 

@) Unn K9 125 Linn improved this model by beefing up the Basik's bodywork and adding a super stylus 

London Oecca Maroon 259 Now manufactured under the London brand name, this Decca cartridge is as iconoclastic as ever 

London Decca S Gold 399 Immediate and detailed. but coloured and nonlinear, with a questionable effect on records 

Lyra Lydian Beta 599 A thoroughly enjoyable cartridge - smooth, agile and dynamic in character 

0 Lyra Lydian 649 Superbly capable all-round musical performer that improves markedly when its body cover is removed 

rill Lyra Clavls Da C.po 995 A stable tracker, and one of the finest cartridges we've heard 

lyra Parnassus O.C.t 1,895 A real little jewel of a cartridge, with many good qualities, but handicapped by a rather too obvious treble peak 

@) Ortofon 510/P 38 For the price, a good blend of virtues- weight, clarity and neutrality 

0 Ortofon 520/P 65 Sensitive to load capacitance, but the 520/P has a lively, effervescent sound 

0 Ortofon MC3 Turbo 130 The 3 Turbo is bright, cheerful and bouncy, but unsubtle- take it as it comes 

@) Ortofon MC15 Super 11 130 A good all-rounder, with outstanding resolution, if slightly bright and close up 

Ortofon MC25E 180 An excellent upgrade for a mid-price turntable 

Ortofon MC25FL 250 A bit too stark and honest, but faithful ro what's on the LP 

@) Ortofon MC 10 Supreme 300 A full and cultured-sounding cartridge, with collective attributes far outweighing its shortcomings 

Ortofon MC30 Supreme 525 Highly detailed and even-sounding cartridge that has a special affinity with female vocal recordings 

@) Ortofon Rohmann 1,000 A class act in nearly every respect. with fine groove security and a very smooth and even-handed sound 

0 Ortofon MC300011 1,100 A real ear-opener. Nothing to criticise anywt1ere- one of the very best 

Ortofon MCSOOO 1,500 Limited tracking ability, bright and forward sound, but good stereo 

Rega Bias 39 Difficult to mount in some arms due to its shallow body, but the Bias offers a gentle, refined sound 

0 Rega Elys 85 Clearly superior to the Bias, the Elys is more detailed, accurate and convincing 

0 Reson Rec.a 250 If you're after a high quality moving magnet cartridge, they don't get much better than this 

0 Roksan Corus Black 130 Recognisably related to the Corus Blue, but smoother and more civilised 

rill Sumiko Blue Point Special 250 A no-nonsense performer with engaging musical properties- one of the best around for less than £300 

0 van den Hul MM·1 250 If woody midrange could be tamed, imaging and security muld pull it through 

van den Hul ODT�II 600 Outstanding stereo imaging and neutral balance are appealing, but rhythmically the DDT-11 is a bit lazy 

0 van den Hul MC-10 750 A neutral, balanced performer, gives fine depth and focus and a firm, extended bass 

0 van den Hul MC .One 900 This extends all the positive qualities of the 10, but adds greater authority and scale- worth all the extra money 

0 van den Hul MC-1\vo 1,200 MC -Two rewards with a highly detailed yet fluid and musically convincing portrayal 

0 van den Hul Frog 1,500 Seems to control/suppress surface noise bener than its rivals. This delicate and subtle performer has great charm 

0 van den Hul G' hopper IIIGlA 2,800 Undoubtedly one of the finest cartridges available. lt has tremendous bandwidth, energy and finesse 

0 Wilson benesch Matrix 786 Extraordinarily well balanced cartridge: neutral and detailed yet lively and rhythmically assertive 

0 Wilson benesch carbon 1,573 Carbon fibre body contributes to a delightfully clean and open midrange, and a quick, lively and coherent sound 
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TONEARMS I EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS I SPEAKER STANDS THE DIRECTORY 

TONEARMS 
STATUS PRODUCT >I I COMMENTS 

0 Kuzma Stogi Rei 1,250 Large, solid and well made arm, gives exceptionally dear sound with just a hint of brightness 

0 Unn Ekos 1,500 Superb. state-of-the-an design which builds significantly on predecessor's strengths 

� Moth/RB250 109 The ultimate budget arm? Refined, sweet. detailed and natural 

� Rega RB300 174 Despite its modest price it sets exceptional standards and could be used on many high-end turntables 

0 Roksan Tabriz Basic 350 Targeted at the Xerxes, this is a good alternative to the Rega arm in many cases- a touch bright though 

0 SME Series IV 983 Superb engineering and finish with a finely balanced sound, impressive stereo focus and low coloration -
0 SME Series V 1,461 Excellent in all respects, this arm arguably sets the standards for pivoted arms, regardless of price 

STANDS & SUPPORTS�� � 

EQUIPMENT SUPPORTS 
STATUS PRODUCT >I I £ COMMENTS 

Aavik (4 200 Attractive wood finish stand with a very large footprint but sound is a little coloured 

0 Aavik Furniture A4 350 Good sound and stylish Scandinavian looks at an affordable price 

Alphason GR 17/17-AS 275 Great looks but sound can be bettered for the money 

Apollo Symphony 245 Simple steel and glass stand which majors in excitement factor but lacks precision 

Apollo Soprano 275 Uninspiring looks and sonic performance that can be beaten at this price 

0 Ala<ama Europa 240 Stylish, expandable modular design with agreeable full-bodied sound- great value 

� Audiophile Furniture Base 615 Price is justified by its earth-shattering sonic abilities- a worthy upgrade 

0 Avid lsoschelf 1.100 An enthusiasts equipment SUP.port stand free from coloration if a little fiddly to set up 

0 Custom Design Aspect650 270 Smart looks and practical thanks to adjustable shelves. Sound is fair with some loss of detail 

0 Elemental lsotube x 4/Ref 1,199 Blockbusting size and build. Super sound quality 

0 Elemental Audio lsotube X4 849 A hehy stand that demonstrates just how much difference a good support can make 

� Framew<>fks HSOO/H175 404 Two-shelf stand and isolation platform combo in tubular steel- made a spectacular impression on audition 

lxos Deadrock 704 250 looks unassuming but sound is full and inviting 

Mana 4-tier 500 The ultimate statement in steel and glass; adds resonance in a way you'll love or hate 

0 Optimum lnt 2000 OPT4go 299 25kg stand with shelves betv-�een variable-height tubular uprights. Sounds smooth and relaxed with sturdy bass 

0 Optimum lnt 2000 OPT660 349 Glitzy style isn't reflected in sound, 'Nhich is wholesome 

Projekt Furniture A4 215 An elegant support stand that blends in to any home environment with a laid-back sound 

0 Quadraspire Q4 280 Simple but modestly effective and very attractive 

Sonus System Elite 330 Rather ugly and seems to offer little over and above cheaper steel and glass stands 

� Sound Organisation Z560 160 Welded and bolted members give structural integrity. While periormance is not up with the best, it's great value 

Sound Organisation Z545 160 Budget price and great looks make this a great value stand 

0 Soundstyte X100 230 Looks lovely, sounds lively but slightly bright 

Soondstyle XS I 00 270 less character than other similar strands, but sound is somewhat short on transparency 

Soundstyte Radius SR 100 280 Stylish looks and a smooth sound 

Soundstyte Finewoods W105 320 Veneered shelves damped between tubular uprights. Delivers with classical material 

� Standesign Oesign 4 190 An all-in-one support at a budget price with good sonic performance 

0 Townshend Seismic Sink AV1-4 600 Gives significant isolation for turntables and seems to add little character otherwise 

� Townshend Seismic Stand 1,245 lt's big, it wobbles and it's pricey. But this is the ultimate equipment support 

� Wilson benesch Asside 590 Sounds even better than it looks. And it looks wonderful 

SPEAKER STANDS 
STATUS PRODUG ' I I COMMENTS 

Alphason Akros 11 65 A well-specified budget stand but the sound is as subtle as a house party 

Alphason HDS 85 A reasonable stand with a smooth but rather bland sound balance. Good finish options 

Apollo Olympus 75 A popular stand and a decent performer, but unremarkable by today's standards 

ApolloA4/6 82 A preny and robust design that sonically fails to stand out from the crowd 

� Atacama Nexus 6 50 An excellent all round performer and a genuine hi-fi bargain 

0 AtaQima R724 ISO Atacama uses its market strength to deliver a superbly appointed product at a very reasonable price 

0 Custom Design R/5300 Mkll 100 A solid stand improving on the original with better focus and detail 

0 Elemental lsotube SZse 599 Stands of distinction, able to free the speaker's sound from its box in a way budget stands simply can't 

0 JPWHSI 120 A purposeful stand, a touch dry-sounding but particularly strong with bass. Great for rock and dance music 

0 Mana Sound Base 175 The Sound Base plinth simply improves the sound of every speakef placed on it 

Mission Stance 100 Detailed and open but needs a firm foundation to give its best 

§] Partington A-4 119 An odd ball stand with a sound that's sheer class. More open and focused than almost anything below £150 

0 Portington Dreadnought u�. 299 Super heavy'Neight stand that is an open window to the speaker placed on it 

Russ Andrews Torlyte 599 Subtle and musical-sounding stands, though a touch more 'pizzau' is need for Recommendation at this price 

Sonus Systems Excel 110 Strong performance when filled with sand but design flaws let it down 

Sound Organisation 2524 69 A coherent-sounding stand with particular strengths in the midband, though quality drops at the frequency extremes 

� Sound Organisation Z522 89 Easy going and likeable performer straight out of the box 

Sound Style Select 95 OK but not as good as its cheaper brother the Z522 

Target HM60 106 A solid and well-built stand laid-back to the point of coma 

0 Townshend 5elsmic Sinl< 499 Unique inflatable plinth that works well with decent floorstanders as well as standmounted speakers 
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I I IISSIDn Award- Winning Speakers available from: 

COME AND 
EXPERIENCE 

HI FI AND 
HOME CINEMA 

AT ITS BEST 

THE AUDIO FILE, 

27 HOCKERILL STREET, 

BISHOP'S STORTFORD, 

HERTFORDSHIRE CM23 2DH 

TEL: 01279 506576 

FAx: 01279 506638 

WEBSITE: www.audiofile.co.uk 

It costs the same to get it right 
as it does to get it wrong 

At the Listening Rooms, we pride 
ourselves on matching your needs with 
exactly the right equipment, whatever 
yoitr budget, and because we only stock 
the best, that's what you'll get. 

What you'll also get is sound 
professional advice and a chance to relax 
and listen to some of the world's finest 
Hi-Fi equipment. 

35 years combined experience. 
Two Fully equipped listening rooms. 

Home installation service. 
Multi-room design and installation. 
2 years Pans and Labour guarantee. 

Home cinema surround-sound 
Export and Credit facilities. 

Oo/o FINANCE SUBJECT TO STATUS 

• ACOUSTIC ENERGY • ARCAM • AUDIO RESEARCH 
• AUDIOLAB • AURA • BOSE • • CELESTION • COP LAND 

• CYRU.S • DENON • EPO.S • HARMA ' KARDON 
• JBL • KEF • KRELL • LINN • MARANTZ 

• MARTIN LOGAN • MERIDIAN • MICHELL • MICROMEGA 
• MISSIO • MONITOR AUDIO • MUSIC FIDELITY X SERIES 

• NEAT PETITE • PINK TRIANGLE • PIONEER • PROAC 
• QUAD • REL • ROGERS • SME • SON US FABER 
• STAX • THETA • WILSON AUDIO· YAMAHA • 

�0�listening 
_ r-- o m 

www.listeningrooms.com 
161 Old Brompton Rd. London SW5 OLJ. 

Tel: 0171-244 7750/59. Fax: 0171-370 0192 

Monday - Saturday I Oam - 6pm. 
Nearest Tube: South Kensington or Gloucester Road 

Lend us your ears and 
we'll blow your mind ... 
Arcam, ATC, B & W, Celestion, Denon, 

Kenwood, Kef, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Mission, NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonic, Quad, Rote!, Ruark, Sony, Tag McLaren, 

Tannoy, Teac, Technics, Yamaha and more. 
Audition the very best at Lincolnshire's 

premier Hi-Fi dealer ... 

2-4 EDWARD STREET (Off Pasture St.) 
GRIMSBY. TEL: (01472) 351391 

Richard's Audio Visual 

Stockists of all Mission ranges 

0% finance subject to status 

"Expert, friendly service"- Listening Rooms 

4 Greyfriars, Bedford Tel: 01234 365165 
Mon- Sat 9.30- 5.30 

85 St Peters Street, St Albans Tel: 01727 868700 
Mon- Sat 10.00- 6.00. Sun 11.00- 5.00 



TUNERS THE DIRECTORY 

SPECIFICATIONS 

TUNERS 
ARCAM \ -

• \ 
� ' - - . 

... __ .... ..__""' 

ANAlOGUE TUNERS 
STATUS PRODUCT > I • COMMENTS 

0 Cambridge T500 180 Very capable tuner suited to good and less good reception conditions FM,M,C 
� . q I' • 193 -j� 

tre 0 Creek T 43 399 Quality UK-made tuner offering classy sound in all areas at a very fair price FM.�.� � -;� ._., 193 
0 Cyrus FM7.5 400 Beautifully made and presented, with sound that's a small but worthwilile advance over budget models FM 7 • r. 'iil ·--
� Denon TU-260L 11 130 The return of the all-time favourite, now enhanced with RDS and sounding as fine as ever FM,_�. � • 

r------: 
• 193 

0 Denon TU-1500RD 250 A well balanced and dean sound with good bass and treble extension FM, ':I � • 
r------: � 184_ 

Magnum Dynalab FT11 499 All-analogue tuner: receives weak or tightly packed stations but loses out on noise and sonic neutrality FM r--2--- b---' 
• � 184 

� Harman/Kardon TU950 200 Bulky but effe<tive, delivering fine RF performance an'd good sound for the price FM,M, � • r.-!- 166 
� 

Leak Trough Line - GTA 300 A renovated classic with a style all of its own coupled with an emotive and gutsy performance FM 0 • • 206 ".------- - I---
Linn Pekin 545 Smart and high-tech tuner which integrates well with Unn systems but offers less appealing performance out of that context FM, M � -� • 211 

0 Linn Kremlin 2,600 Controversially good sound at a very high price FM 80 • • 142 
� Marantz ST-48 120 A classic budget model which manages a peliormance only just behind much more expensive models FM,M 60" • 184 

Marantz ST6000 150 Another budget killer from Marantz, with sound well above its class and useful features FM. M, 90 • 
7 e!.l ci--i _21_!_, 0 

__:..:._ 
Myryad T-30 400 Anractive product that produces anractive sounds too: capable of very musical performance with a good aerial FM ___E_ • 193 

-;--::--
Myryad T·10 530 A very smart unit which works well and offers good rhythmic drive and vitality, albeit at a price FM ___]Q__ -:---- • c;-!- 184 
NADC440 200 Rather polite sound, a little vague at times, that seldom offends but never excites FM,M � • 

7----
193 

Pioneer F-504RDS 250 Cable-friendly with advanced RDS and excellent RF performance; slightly disappointing sound FM,M 40 • • -;--!- 1�-
Roksan Caspian 595 Neat facia with great ergonomics, but sound is not really any bener than models at half the price FM 50 • • • 184 

� .-I --· 
Sony ST-SESOO 140 A lot of features for the money, but sound lacks detail and has some coloration FM.�l • • 193 ---'--'--r-� -:---- �ll1 -Roksan Kandy KT-1 375 Well made but sound is a bit lacklustre and lags behind some budget models M, M, 

-:---- ---< -:----
Rotel RT·935AX 160 Good ergonomics and sound quality at a realistic price, but limited features and RF selectivity FM, M � -:---- -:----

166 
Sony ST-SA3E5 250 Clean. lean presentation but needs a quality aerial to perform at its best �M.M,l � • -:---- • c;-!- 157 

0 Sony STS-89205 180 A little hiss and image compression don't detract from the clean performance of this feature-packed tuner FM,M,l 
+ 

• 
7--e 1..! c;-!- 184 

Thorens TRT2000 499 Not exactly neutral sounding, but nonetheless makes listening fun FM,M .. • • 157 

DIGITAl TUNERS 
STATUS PRODUCT ' I I £ COMMENTS 

0 Artam Alpha 10 DRT 800 The first DAB tuner and arguably still the best, but the system's still not perfect DAB r--2-- • � • • 199 
Arcam FMJ DT26 1,000 Metal-cased version of the Alpha 10 DAB, not so competitive now DAB prices are dropping DAB r--2-- • � f� � 211 

Cymbol C·DAB 1 1,000 The first 'high-end' DAB tuner, although format is the ultimate limitation. Gorgeous finish DAB 8 • � • 
� 

199 1"----7 1;�-Psion Wavefinder 299 Bizarre-looking DAB tuner that requires a powerful PC to operate- great gadget, sound variable DAB • • 
1--- � r.--;--t Sony ST·D777ES 550 Smart and useful with DAB and FM in one box, but neither band really shines DMFM.M. � •

..., 
• 211 

0 Technics ST·GT1000 500 Handy tuner that combines DAB, FM and AM in one unit and substantially lowers the price bar for DAB entry PAS. FM� 97 • � • • 199 
'\() -:----

Videologic DRX-601E 299 Cheapest DAB tuner to date, and concedes little if anything to dearer models I DAB • • • 211 
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BATH/BRISTOL 

THE RIGHT NOTE, tel: 01225 874728. 
Give your ears a new reference point for 
the best sounds at any price. Forget 
reviews and trying to put together a system 
like a patchwork quilt with the 'best' bits 
around. it's our job to do the assessing, you 
judge the results. Come here, or we'll come 
to you, and plan a system for the future, 
even if you spread the purchases. Leave 
"upgrade-itis" behind, save money and 
enjoy music. Just listen, and you'll know. 
Ask also about our ex-dem and mint used 
items if you must! Our credentials - CD: 
Acurus, Audio Synthesis, Classe, 
Enlightened Audio Design, Meracus, 
Orelle, Wadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basis, Graham, 
Michell, Sumiko. Amps: Arcurus, Audio 
Sculpture, CAT, Classe, DNM, Kora, 
Lumley, Meracus, Michell, Orelle, Sirius, 
Sonneteer, XTC. Speakers: Audio Artistry, 
Audio Physic, Ethos, Harbeth, Lumley, 
Magneplanar, Mirage, NEAT, Spender, 
Totem. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum Dynalab. 
Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver Sounds, 
SonicLink, Tice. 

V' AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, 
Bristol BS9 1 EJ. Website: 
www.vaudio.co.uk. Tel: 0117 968 6005. 
Alon, ATC, Audiomeca, AVI, Cable Talk, 
Cadence Valve, Chord Amps, 
Electrocompaniet, Goldring, Harman 
Kardon, Heybrook, Inner Sound, Jamo, 
Leider, LFD, Lyra, Mark Levinson, Michell, 
Nakamichi, Opera, Oracle, Ortofon, 
Parasound, Pink Triangle, Primare, 
Project, REL, Ruark, Shearne Audio, SME, 
Sonic Link, Stax, Townshend, Triangle, 
Trichord, Unison Research. Home Cinema 
including video projectors by Davis, 
Seleco, Sony, plus screens by Owl, Da-Lite 
and Stewart. Demos by appointment only. 
Home trial facilities, free installation, ser
vice facilities. Mastercard, Visa. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars, 
Bedford MK40 1HP. Tel: 01234 365165. 
Email: richavbed@aol.com. FRIENDLY 
PERSONAL SERVICE. MULTI-ROOM 
HOME INSTALL SPECIALIST S. FREE 
HOME SURVEYS. Stockists of Arcam 
FMJ, Audioquest, B&W, Bose, Cabletalk, 
Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, Mission, Moth, 
Optimum, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-Ject, 
QED, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, 
Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Talk 
Electronics, Tannoy, Target, Teac, Van den 
Hul, Yamaha and more. LISTENING 
ROOM. 0% FINANCE. Open 6 days 9.30-
5.30. CAR PARK AT REAR OF SHOP. 

BIRMINGHAM 

MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B17 BDL. Tel: 
0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audioquest, Audio 
Research, B & W, Castle, Celestion, 
Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo, 

KEF, Kenwood, Krell, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor 
Audio, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Pok, ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, 
Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, 
Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, T EAC, 
Technics, T heta, T horens, Yamaha. 
Excellent demonstration and home trial 
facilities. Free installation. All major credit 
cards accepted. Full credit facilities avail
able. Tue-Sat 10-5.30, Thurs 10-7 � 

MUSIC MATTERS, 10 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands B73 5T D. 
Tel: 0121 354 2311. See above for full 
details � 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

NORTHWOOD AUDIO, 98 Cambridge St, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 1BA. Tel: 01296 
428790 (NP), lax: 01296 421282. Selected 
sounds from Acoustic Energy, Alchemist, 
Audiomeca, Audio Note, Boston, B&W, 
Cabletalk, Castle, Chord, Chord Company, 
CR Development, Davis, Denon, DNM, 
D.P.A., Epos, Exposure, Harman Kardon, 
Heart, KEF, Klipsch, Linn, Magnat, 
Marantz, Michell, Micromega, Monitor 
Audio, Musical Technology, NAD, Pioneer, 
PMC, ProAc, Quadraspire, Rega, REL, 
Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Sony, Stax, System 
Audio, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Target, 
Teac, UKD. Nobody ever regretted pur
chasing the best. Export orders welcome. 2 
demo rooms. Credit facilities available. 

TECHNOSOUND and AUDIO INSIGHT, 7-
8 Granville Square, Willen, MILTON 
KEYNES, Bucks MK15 9JL. Tel: 01908 
604949, lax: 01908 672760. Open Mon
T hurs & Sat IOam-6pm, Fri 10am-7.30pm. 
79 West Street, DUNSTABLE. Tel: 01582 
663297, lax: 01582 471078. Open Men
Sat 9.30am-5.30pm. www. 
technosound.co.uk, E-mail: hifi@tech
nosound.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home cinema, cus
tom installation & multi-room specialists. 
Main lines include Meridian (500 & 800 
series), Arcam, Musical Fidelity, B&W, 
Ruark, Mission, Bang & Olufsen, Pioneer & 
Yamaha. Dedicated demo rooms (4 at 
Milton Keynes, 3 at Dunstable). 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

SYSTEMS - Specialists in Sound. 28-30 
Burleigh Street, Cambridge CB1 1DG. Tel: 
01223 461518. Open Mon-Sat 9am-
5.30pm. Stockists of Arcam, REL, Denon, 
Mission, Yamaha, NAD, Marantz, Technics, 
Rote!, Sony, Project, Musical Fidelity, 
Ruark, Castle, Acoustic Energy, Wharfdale, 
Myryad, Audioquest, Soundstyle and much 
more. Demonstration room available. 

THE AUDIO FILE, 41 Victoria Road, 
Cambridge CB4 3BW. Tel: 01223 368305, 
lax: 01223 354975. Open Mon-Sat 9-
5.30pm. Sstreater@aol.com. Interest free 
credit. Absolute Sounds, Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Bose, B&W Nautilus, Gyrus, 
Denon, KEF, Linn, Loewe, Marantz, 
Mission, M & K, Onkyo, Pioneer, ProAc, 

BADA 
RRlTI"H -\l 010 0[.\, [R<, .\<.<.()(1\TlO, ---------
the symbol of security 

r: 
• Two year guarantee, 

transferable to another BADA dealer should 
the purchaser move more than 30 miles from 
his/her original address 

• low cost five year guarantee option 

• proper demonstration facilities 

• seven day exchange or refund scheme it the 
dealer's advice is taken on product selection 

• fully guaranteed service work 

• customer complaints procedure in the 
event of problems 

For more information contact BADA on 
"B' 020 7226 4044 

QED, Rega, Sony, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha. 

� 

CHESHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 
3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. Quality Home 
Cinema systems from reputable manufac
turers including projectors from Seleco, 
amplification from Nairn, Rega, Rote!, 
Arcam, Musical Fidelity & Teac, and loud
speakers from Kef, Ruark, Celestion, JM 
Lab and many more. We offer friendly, 
helpful advice, interest-free credit and 
trade-in facilities, and deliver and install 
systems throughout Cheshire, Merseyside 
and North Wales. Open Tues. - Sat. 10-
5.30, evenings by arrangement. 
www.acoustica.co.uk. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, 
Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. Audio Visual 
specialists. Arcam, Bose, Boston, B&W, 
Celestion, Castle, Denon, GLL, Harman
Kardon, Jamo, JBL, Marantz, Michell, 
Mission, Mordaunt-Short, Musical Fidelity, 
Myryad, NAD, Micromega, Quad, Rotel, 
Rogers, Roksan, Ruark, Tannoy, Teac, 
T DL, UKD, Yamaha DSP member. 
Demonstration room, installation service. 
Easy parking and motorway access. 
Mastercard, Visa etc. 

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Rd, 
Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel: 0161 428 7887. 
Please see entry under Greater 
Manchester. 

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO, 29 Gaskell St, 
Stockton Heath, Cheshire. Tel: 01925 
261212, tax: 01925 264001. E-mail: 
chris.brooks@ audio.u-net.com. Tues-Fri 
9.30-5.30, Sat 9-5. 3 demo rooms. Credit 
facilities. All credit cards. Hi-Fi, NV, multi
room. Total absence of bull ..... 

(!§!JJ.iJ � 
DOUG BRADY HI-FI, Kingsway Studios, 
Kingsway North, Warrington WA 1 3NU. Tel: 
01925 828009, lax: 01925 825773. For the 
widest range of high quality hi-li in the 
Northwest. Family business est. 35 years. 
3 demo rooms, inc. home cinema, home tri
als; deliveries throughout NW; Mastercard, 
Visa, credit facilities. Open 1 0-6; Send for 
free map and/or 5 page sale list � 
FORTISSIMO, 2 Bold Street, Hale, 
Cheshire WA14 2ER. Tel: 0161 929 0834. 
Retailers of high quality audio and visual 
equipment. Nairn & Bose specialists. 
Stockists of Royd, NAD, Creek, Arcam, 
Castle, Quad, Yamaha, Onkyo, Ruark, 
Teac, Marantz, Ash Designs, Panasonic 
and Sky Digital. Full demonstration facili
ties and service department. Professional 
installation. 

INPUT AUDIO, Dukinfield, Cheshire. Tel: 
0161 304 7494 (Mobile) 077147 58109. 
We have the time, we have the patience, 
we have the desire and we have the prod
ucts to help you reach your goals. 
Featuring ART, Audiogram, Audio Analogue 
Puccini, Audiomeca, Audio Physic, Audio 
Vector, Base, Chord Cables, Clearaudio, 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEAlERS ASSOCIATION 

Diapason, Graaf, Helios, Insert, lmmedia, 
LFD, Meracus, Michell, Monrio, Neat, Pink 
Triangle, Stands Unique, System Audio, 
Triangle, UKD Opera, Unison Research, 
VPI, Yamamura Churchilt, YBA. 
Specialising in home demonstration. 
Please phone for more information or 
friendly chat. Credit card facilities. Input for 
the pleasure of music. 

PRACTICAL HIFI, 88 Bridge Street, 
Warrington. Tel: 01925 632179. T he audio 
video specialist, expert advice, instant 
demonstrations, best prices, interest-free 
credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, 
Denon, Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, 
Pioneer, Mission, KEF, Jamo, Celestion, 
B& W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs. 

(I:1] 
THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS, 12A West Str, 
off West St Car Park, Congleton, Cheshire. 
Tel: 01260 280017. E-mail: mail@hifishow-
rooms.co.uk. Web site: 
hifishowrooms.co.uk. Naim Audio, 
Audiolab, Rega, REL, Arcam, Technics, 
KEF, NAD, Harman-Kardon, Yamaha, 
Rotel, Lexicon, RCF, Millennium, NHT, 
JBL, Onkyo, Sony, Marantz, Toshiba, 
Panasonic, Ruark, Jamo, Celestion, Qed, 
Teac, Castle. Front and rear projection sys
tems, 3 demonstration rooms, 1 NV with 
8ft screen, customer car park. The North 
West's Premier Audio Visual Specialist. 
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, JCB. 9.15-5:30, 
Closed Sun/Mon. 

CORNWALL 

SOUNDS PERFECTION, Nightree House, 
Mawgan, Helston, Cornwall, TR12 6AX. 
Tel/fax: 01326 221372. Email: 
n i g e  I@ s o u n d s p e  r f e c t i o n  .eo . u k .  
www.soundsperfection.co.uk. Alchemist, 
Audio-note, Audio Spectrum, Avid Audio 
Design (T he Groove), Border Patrol, 
Boston Acoustics, Cable Talk, Henley 
Designs, Lexicon, Michell, Nordost, 
Parasound, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, 
Prima re, Project Turntables, REL, Roksan, 
SME, Sonic Frontiers, Stands Unique, 
Philosophy, Audioquest, Tannoy, Target, 
Teac, T horens, V-Damp Isolation, Unison 
Research, Audio Analogue, J.M. Labs, 
Electrocompaniet, Triangle, Trichord, 
Sugden, Tara-Labs. Open 6 days a week 
Mon-Thurs 10-7, Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5. 

CUMBRIA 

PRACTICAL HIFI, 106 English Street, 
Carlisle. Tel: 01228 44792. T he audio video 
specialist, expert advice, instant 
demonstrations, best prices, interest-free 
credit, part-exchange welcome. Extended 
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, 
Denon, Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, 
Pioneer, Mission, KEF, Jamo, Celestion, 
B& W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs. 



DORSET 

DAWSONS, 74 Poole Road, Westbourne, 
Bournemouth, Dorset. Tel: 01202 764965. 
Bang & Olufsen, JBL, Lexicon, Myryad, 
Sony, Technics. Suppliers and installers of 
complete home cinema systems. Cedia 
member. Various credit facilities available, 
open 9-5.30 Monday to Saturday. 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 588 Ashley Road, 
Parkstone, Poole. Tel: 01202 
730865/380018. Arcam, Audio Vector, 
B&W, Castle, Gyrus, Denon, Marantz, 
Mission (inc. FS series), NAD, Pioneer, 
Roksan, REL, Rotel, Shearne, Tannoy, 
Yamaha. 3 demo rooms, Home Cinema 
and Hi Fi specialists, easy parking on site, 
high quality used equipment, massive 
range of audio and video leads and con
nectors etc. Credit facilities. Visit us on 
www.movement-audio.co.uk. Open Tues
Sat 10-5.30. � 

MOVEMENT AUDIO, 926 Wimborne 
Road, Moordown, Bournemouth, Dorset. 
Tel: 01202 529988/ 520066. Arcam, B&W, 
Celestion, Denon, Marantz, Musical 
Fidelity, NAD, Opera, Pioneer, Project, 
REL, Rotel, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Home 
cinema and Hi Fi specialists, full demo 
facilities, friendly expert advice, home 
demo and installation, easy parking, credit 
facilities, Visa/Mastercard. Open Tues-Sat 
9.30-5.30. � 

SUTTONS HI-FI, 18 Westover Road, 
Bournemouth. Tel: 01202 555512. Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Atacama, Celestion, Cable 
Talk, Denon, Definitive Audio, KEF, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission, M+K, QED, Rotel, 
Sennheiser, Teac, Sony, Talk Electronics, 
Tag Mclaren, Wharfedale, Yamaha, DTS & 
Dolby Digital, DVD. 2 single speaker listen
ing rooms, home demonstrations, free 
installations.Open Mon-Sat 9-5:30. Call for 
details. � 
WEYMOUTH HI-FI, 33-35 Maiden Street, 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 785729/766345. 
Arcam, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Denon, 
KEF, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, 
Project, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Yamaha 
plus large range of P.A. and DJ audio and 
lighting, multi room and commercial instal
lation specialists, Home Cinema and DVD, 
Projection TV and plasma, 2 demo rooms, 
credit facilities, Visa/ Mp.stercard. Open 
Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30 � 

CO. DURHAM 

DARLINGTON 

HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 17 Coniscliffe Road, 
Darlington DL3 7EE. Tel: 01325 481418, 
lax: 01325 382982. Agencies include: 
Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Gyrus, Denon, 
Dynaudio, KEF, Marantz, Mission, Musical 
Fidelity, Meridian, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Audio 
Shearne, TDL, Teac, Yamaha. 3 listening 
rooms. 3 years guarantee. Free delivery 
and simple installation North Yorks/South 
Durham. Opening hours Mon-Sat 9-
5.30pm Closed Tues. Home cinema spe
cialist. 

ESSEX 

CHEW AND OSBORNE, 148 High Street, 
Epping, Essex CM16 4AG. Tel: 01992 
574242. 26 King Street, Saffron Walden, 
Essex CB10 1ES. Tel: 01799 523728. 
Specialists in home entertainment equip
ment for over 30 years. Demo facilities in 
all branches with extensive range of Hi-Fi & 
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AN products including Yamaha, Pioneer, 
Sony, Arcam, Bang and Olufsen, B&W, 
Marantz, Tannoy, Cable Talk, Pro-Ject, 
Nakamichi, NAD, Sennheiser, Loewe. Full 
installation service available. Interest free 
credit facilities. Service department. 

RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 44a High Street, 
Rayleigh, Essex. Tel: 01268 779762. 
Arcam, Atacama, Bose, Chord, Copland, 
Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Krell, Lexicon, Linn, 
Loewe T Vs, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, 
Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, Ortofon, Parasound, 
Pioneer, Proceed, Quad, QED, Rega, 
Roksan, Rotel, Ruark, Revox, Seleco, 
Sennheiser, Stands Unique, Stax, Sugden, 
Tag McLaren, Target, Van Den Hul, Wilson 
Benesch XLO Yamaha. 
www.rayleighhifi.com � 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 216 Moulsham St, On
the-Parkway, Chelmsford. Tel: 01245 
265245. 

� 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, 132-134 London Road, 
Southend-on-Sea. Tel: 01702 435255. 

� 
RAYLEIGH HI-FI, at Dansk International 
Furniture World, Lakeside Retail Park, 
West T hurrock. Tel: 01708 680551 Open 
on Sundays. � 
EMINENT AUDIO SOUTH. Are you as 
happy as C.Mead? (Croft Vitale & Series V) 
"The' transparency, speed, timing, clarity 
and sheer enjoyment is stunning. I have 
heard American equipment at over £5000 
that does not sound a patch on it" If not, 
ring us on 01708 755100 or visit the Croft 
web-site at www.eminentaudio.co.uk 

HAMPSHIRE 

PORTSMOUTH 

JEFFRIES HI-FI, 29 London Road, 
Portsmouth P02 OBH. Tel: 023 9256 3604. 
Email: sales@jeffries.co.uk. Hi-fi, home 
cinema and custom install specialists. 
Range includes Acoustic Energy, AKG, 
Apollo, Arcam, Audio Technica, Audiophile, 
Beyer, Chord, Cura, Denon, Goldring, 
Grado, lxos, Jamo, JBL, KEF, Linn, Linn 
Knekt, Loewe, Miller & Kreisel, MusiQ, 
Musicworks, Nairn, Nordost, Ortofon, 
Panasonic, Partington, Projekt, QED, 
Quadraspire, Rega, Rotel, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Sonance, Soundstyle, Sound 
Organisation, Systemline, Teac, Top Tape, 
Traxdata, Yamaha. 2 demo rooms. Open 
Tues-Sat. Free parking, bus route, credit 
facilities. Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best 
Southern Dealer. Est 1935. 
www.jeffries.co.uk r;J'!'IiJ!l 

PHONOGRAPHY, Star Lane, Market 
Place, Ringwood BH24 tAL. Tel: 01425 
461230. Contributions to music from 
Dynaudio, Cura, Rega, Nairn, Rolel, 
Densen, Shahinian, Dynavector, Chord 
Co., Quadraspire, Ortofon. Relaxed and 
friendly service, two demonstration rooms, 
long guarantees, delivery and installation. 

HEREFORDSHIRE 

ENGLISH AUDIO, 37 Whitecross Road, 
Hereford HR4 ODE. Tel: 01432 355081. 
Arcam, ATC, B&W, Castle, Cura, Gyrus, 
Denon, KEF, JM Labs, Marantz, Mission, 
Musical Fidelity, Nairn, Pink Triangle, 
Pioneer, Pro-ject, REL, Rotel, Ruark, Stax, 
System Audio, Tag Mclaren, Teac, Vienna 
Acoustics, Wadia, Yamaha and others. 
Single speaker demo room. Home trial. 
Free install. Service dept. Mastercard, 
Visa, Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat 
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9.30am-5.30pm. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

THE AUDIO FILE, 27 Hockerill St, Bishops 
Stortford, Herts CM23 2DH. Tel: 01279 
506576. 9-5.30 open 6 days,9-8pm 
T hursdays. Absolute Sounds, Acoustic 
Energy, Arcam, Bose, B & W Nautilus, 
Gyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Loewe, Marantz, 
Mission, Miller & Kreisel, Nairn, Onkyo, 
Pioneer, ProAc, QED, Rega, Sony, Tag 
Mclaren,Yamaha. 0% credit. Web site: 
www.audiofile.co.uk � 

RICHARDS AUDIO VISUAL, 85 St Peter's 
Street, St. Albans AL1 3EG. Tel: 01727 
868700. Email: richavst@aol.com. 
FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE. MULT I
ROOM HOME INSTALL SPECIALIST S. 
FREE HOME SURVEYS. Stockists of 
Arcam FMJ, Audioquest, B&W, Bose, 
Chord Company, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz, 
Mission, Moth, Optimum, Ortofon, Pioneer, 
Pro-Ject, QED, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Tannoy, Target, Teac, Van den Hul, 
Yamaha and more. LISTENING ROOM. 
0% FINANCE. Open 7 days Monday to 
Saturday 10.00-6.00, Sundays 11.00-5.00. 
MULTI-STOREY CAR PARK NEARBY. 

ACOUSTIC ARTS, four demo rooms, 2 
home cinema, impartial advice on system 
building, multiroom design and installation, 
free parking, home trials on cables, home 
demos, custom install and after sales ser
vice, credit, mail order, 5 minutes from M25 
and Ml, est over 20 years. No nons'ense, 
just good advice. Call Tony, Kingsley or 
Fraser on 01923 245250/ 233011, lax: 
01923 230798 E-mail: Acoustic
Arts@FreeNet.co.uk. 101 St Albans Rd, 
Watford, Herts WD1 1 RD. Apollo, Audio 
Research, Audio Analogue, Audioquest, 
B&W (inc. Naut 800), Beyer, Bose, Boston, 
Castle, Celestion, Copland, Denon, 
Densen, DPA, Grado, Jadis, KEF, Koetsu, 
Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell, 
Micromega, Nordost, Ortofon, Projekt, 
Quadraspire, QED, REL, Rotel, Ruark, 
Sennheiser, Sonus Faber, Sound Style, 
Sumiko, Target, Theta, Transparent Audio, 
Vidikron, Wilson. Open Tuesday to 
Saturday 10-5.30 T hursday until 8 by 
appointment. � 
DARBY'S OF ST. ALBANS, 6 Market 
Place, St. Albans, Herts. Tel: 01727 
851596. Hert's premier Hi-Fi/AV special
ists, est. 1946. Full home cinema demon
stration suite. Whether your needs are 
large or small, we stock it all: Arcam, 
Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, B&O, 
Pioneer, REL, JVC, KEF Reference, 
Mission-Gyrus, Ruark, Celestion, Polk, and 
many more. Free delivery and installation. 
Open 9-6 Mon-Sat. � 

DAVID ORTON AUDIO VISUAL, 6-8 
Bancrolt, Hitchin, Herts SG5 1JQ. Tel: 
01462 452248, lax: 01462 458424. 
Stockists of Apollo, Arcam, B&W, Gyrus, 
Denon, Marantz, Mission, Pioneer, Quad, 
Rotel, Ruark, Soundstyle, Teac, and many 
others. Hi-Fi listening room and AN demo 
room. Workshop off premises. Mastercard, 
Amex, Visa, Diners. Interest free and 
instant credit. Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat. E
mail: davidortonaudiovisual@com
puserve.com 

KENT 

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-FI, 40 High 
Street, Ashford. Seeking music lovers, 
male or female any age, to share common 
interest in musical Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi systems, 
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multiroom or home cinema. Attractive 
unusual equipment in unusual setting, your 
place or ours, we guarantee lasting plea
sure. Open Mon-Sat, appointment service. 
Just pop in. Tel: 01233 624441. 

·� ... , 

HOME MEDIA, 24-26 Union Street, 
Maidstone MEI4 1 ED. Tel: 01622 676703. 
Open Mon-Sat 9.30 to 5.30. Fed up of not 
being listened to? Visit a store with a differ
ent approach. Expert staff and extensive 
demonstration facilities mean that the best 
in Hi-Fi, home cinema and multi-room can 
be demonstrated for you to make an 
informed choice. Credit facilities. Major 
credit cards accepted. Delivery and instal
lation service available. � 

HOME MEDIA, 6 High Street, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent T N1 1UX. Tel: 01892 525666, 
lax: 01892 527666. Open Mon-Sat 10am-
6pm. Knowledgeable, trained and enthusi
astic staff who listen and will assist in find
ing the proper solution for you. Hi-Fi, Home 
Cinema and Multi Room expertly catered 
for. Demonstration facilities on three floors! 
Credit facilities. Major credit cards 
accepted. Delivery and installation service 
available. � 
MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, Beckenham 
Branch, 126 High St, Beckenham, Kent 
BR3 1 ED. Tel: 020 8663 3777, lax: 020 
8663 3555. Musical Images is a main 
authorised dealer for over 1 00 leading 
Audio Visual manufacturers. For multi
room, home automation and audiophile 
installations plus unsurpassed service, our 
award-winning stores are recognised cen
tres of excellence. Over the past 15 years 
Musical Images has established a unique 
reputation for customer care and we 
ensure all the latest Hi-Fi technology is on 
permanent demonstration in luxurious sur
roundings. Open seven days a week and 
with 0% finance available (subject to sta
tus), to experience the best team in the 
business, make sure you visit Musical 
Images. Opening times: Mon-Sat 10am-
6pm, Sun 10am-4.30pm. 11:.!3 � 
SOUNDS OF MUSIC, 10/12 Chapel Place, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent T N1 1YQ. Tel: 
01892 547003, lax: 01892 547004. 
Highend department on 01892 616383. 
Wisdom, Advantage, Zingali, Primare, 
Jamo, Quad, Marantz, Tannoy, REL, 
Magnum, Ruark, Musical Technology, 
Micromega, Acoustic Energy, Anthem, 
Audio Note, Pink Triangle, AVI, 
Electrocompaniet, Teac, Audion, KEF, Pro
Ac, Michell, Copland, Trichord, T horens, 
Pass, Lumley, Woodside, BAT, CAT, 
Osborn, Wadia, Krell, Audio Research and 
many more. We offer the very best service 
and advice along with some very special 
deals. 1 month's trial exchange, good 
prices and free delivery, the widest range of 
equipment, systems from £300-£100K, 
valve + vinyl specialist. All major credit 
cards accepted. www.sounds-of
music.co.uk. 

JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES LTD, 
DOVER HI-FI, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: 
01304 207562. Acoustic Energy, Arcam, 
Denon, JBL, KEF, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Pioneer, Panasonic, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, 
TDL, Technics, Yamaha. AN demo room. 
Full service department. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. 
Free installation. Credit to £1000. 
Mastercard, Visa, Switch, Electron. 
Established 29 years. Expert advice. 
Friendly service. 

LANCASHIRE 

PRACTICAL HI-FI, 43 Friargate, Preston. 
Tel: 01772 883958. T he audio specialist, 



expert advice, instant demonstrations, best 
prices, interest-free credit, part-exchange 
welcome. Extended warranty. Stockist of 
Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony, 
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, 
Mission, KEF, Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also 
stockists of LaserDiscs. 

[illJ 
PRACTICAL HIFI, (also in) 8t Whitegate 
Drive, Blackpool. Tel: Ot253 300599. 

33 Knowsley Street, Bolton. Tel: Ot204 
395789. 

84 Penny Street, Lancaster. Tel: Ot524 
39657. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

CYMBIOSIS, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester LEt 
5AW. Tel: Ott6 262 3754, E-mail: 
shop@cymbiosis.com. Acoustic Energy, 
Arcam, Castle, Chord Company, Cure, 
Denon, Linn Hi-Fi, Linn Knekt, Loewe 
Televisions, Lutron Lighting, Musical 
Technology, Nairn, Nordost, Rage, Revox, 
Rotel, System Audio, Tag Mclaren. 
Multiroom Design and Installation Service. 
4 Listening Lounges. Finance available. 
Open 6 days t Oam-5.30pm. 

LEICESTER HI Fl CO, 6 Silver Walk, St 
Martins Square, Leicester LEt 5EW. Tel: 
Ott6 253 9753, lax: Ott6 262 6097. 
Website: www.leicesterhifi.co.uk. Email: 
info@leicesterhifi.co.uk. Arcam, B&W, 
Bryston, Chord Electronics, Copland, 
Gyrus, Denon, Greig IK Loudspeakers, 
KEF, Marantz, Michell, Miller & Kreisel, 
Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, 
Nautilus, Pioneer, PMC, Project, Quad, 
Rotel, Roksan, Sony, Talk Electronics, 
Tannoy, Teac, Technics, Yamaha, etc. 4 lis
tening areas/rooms over 3 floors, we can 
demonstrate, deliver and install. Hi/AN and 
multiroom. Credit facilities. All cards taken, 
open Mon - Sat 9.30-5.30 -� 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

STAMFORD HI-FI, 9 Red Lion Square, 
Stamford, Lines PE9 2AJ. Tel: Ot780 
762t28. Aiwa, Denon, KEF, Kenwood, 
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Quad, 
Technics, Yamaha, plus all major speaker 
manufacturers. Expert advice, comparator 
demonstrations on two floors, part 
exchange, Hi-Fi purchased for cash. No 
appointments necessary, home trial facili
ties, free installation, service department. 
Mastercard, Visa & credit charge, finance 
available. Mon-Sat 9-5.30pm, closed 
T hursdays. 

LONDON 

AUDIOJOY Co, Now on demonstration as 
a complete system: new Michell Delphini 
phono stage, Alectos and Orca amplifiers, 
P3P7 Harbeth speakers, Clearaudio 
turntables, Graham tonearm, 
Transfiguration cartridge, Trichord 
Research transport/Dac, Nordost, Argento 
and VDH cables. For an audition tel. 020 
8363 4963. Enfield, North London. 

CHOICE HI-FI, London SWt4. Tel: 020 
8392 t959/t963, lax: 020 8392 t994, E
mail: Choice hifi@msn.com. The most 
comprehensive range of new and second 
hand equipment anywhere in the country. 
Unique knowledge and experience in mid
to high-end systems and equipment match
ing. Part exchange welcome, upgrade ser
vice and interest free credit available. 
Home installation and multiroom special
ists. Brands include, but not limited to: 
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Michell, Lavardin, Trichord, Krell, Audio 
Research, Wadia, Musical Fidelity, Audible 
Illusions, Boulder, SME, Alon, Tara Labs, 
ATC, XLO, Van den Hul, Bryston, Target, 
Nairn, Quad, Sonus Faber, Wilson Audio, 
Martin Logan, Meridian. If it's high-end and 
it's good, we've got it. Others may sell you 
hi-fi, at Choice we sell solutions. 

KAMLA, 25t Tottenham Court Rd. London 
Wt P 9AD. Tel: 020 7323 2747. Kenwood, 
Pioneer, JVC, Philips, Toshiba, Boston, 
B&W, AR, Mitsubishi. Demonstration room 
available. Appts required. Service dept. 
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Diners. Open 
Mon-Sat 9-6. 

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEMS, 248 Lee 
High Road, Lewisham, London SEt3 5PL. 
Tel: 020 83t8 5755/ 020 8852 t32t. 
Arcam, AVI, Denon, Linn, Maranlz, 
Mission, Nairn, Rega, Rotel, Sugden, etc. 
Two domestic style listening lounges. 
Appts required, service dept. home trial 
facilities, interest free credit, instant credit. 
Mastercard, Visa. Open Mon-Sat t0-6.30, 
Closed T hurs. � 

THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill 
Street, London Wt P t HH. Tel: 020 763t 
0472, lax: 020 7436 7t65. E-mail: corn
flake@dial.pipex.com. Open Tues-Sat t0-
6, T hurs t 0-7. T he specialists for high qual
ity sound, be it for one room or many more. 
T hey offer friendly advice, and a full deliv
ery and installation service is available. 
Two listening rooms with full AN facilities 
demonstrating Arcam, ATC, AVI, Barco, 
Bryston, Dynaudio, Mark Levinson, Linn 
Knekt, Nairn, Origin Live, Proceed, Pro 
Monitor Go, Rega, Royd, Yamaha and 
more. Service department. Amex, 
Mastercard, Switch, Visa and worldwide 
mail order service. T hey used to be the 
coolest Hi-Fi shop in London, now they're 
the hottest. 

GRAHAMS HI-FI, Canonbury Yard, t90a 
New North Rd, London Nt. Tel: 020 7226 
5500. Winner Sony/HFN Greater London 
Dealer Award t986/89/90. "One of the 5 
best hi-fi shops in the world". Arcam, Linn, 
Meridian, Nairn, Rega, etc. Systems from 
£500. Free parking, 4 demo rooms, service 
dept, open Tues-Sat. Ring for appointment. 

� 

HI-FI & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea 
Rise, London SWtt tFH. Tel: 020 7223 
ttt 0. Established 33 years. Beyer, 
Celestion, Cerwin Vega, Denon, 
Eminence, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, 
KAM, Jamo, Kenwood, NAD, Ortofon, 
QED, Sennheiser, Shure, Stanton, Tannoy, 
Project, Marantz, Vivanco. Wide range of 
accessories & styles. Appts nee, service 
dept. Mastercard, Switch, Visa, Diners, 
Amex, Open t0-6. Closed Wed. 

HI-FI WAY HI-FI LTD, 3t8-324 Edgware 
Road, London W2 t DY. Tel: 020 7723 
525t, lax: 020 7258 t682. Email: 
Sales@hiwaygroup.co.uk. Also at 242 
Tottenham Court Road, London Wt 9AD. 
All major brands stocked, established since 
t978, price match policy, extended guaran
tees, mail order service, home cinema 
equipment, hi-fi separates, midi, mini & 
micro systems, portable audio video 
recorders for home & export, televisions for 
home & export, full range of video acces
sories, digital camcorders, VHS 8mm cam
carders, video editing equipment, digital 
still cameras, 35mm & APS photo cameras. 

HI-FI EXPERIENCE, 227 Tottenham Court 
Road, London WtP OHX. Tel: Ot7t-580 
3535, lax: Ot7t-436 4733. Agencies 
include: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Audio 
Alchemy, Bang & Olufsen, Castle, 
Celestion, Chord, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
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M&K, Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, 
Meridian, NAD, Nairn, Quad, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Tag Mclaren, Tannoy, T DL, Teac, 
Wharfdale, Yamaha. 8 listening rooms, 3 
years guarantee. Free delivery and simple 
installation (M25 periphery), opening hours 
Mon-Fri t0am-7pm, Sat 9am-6pm. Home 
cinema specialist. 

� 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, Covent Garden 
Branch, t8 Monmouth Street, Covent 
Garden, London WC2H 9HB. Tel: 020 7497 
t346, lax: 020 7497 9205. Musical Images 
is a main authorised dealer for over t 00 
leading Audio Visual manufacturers. For 
multi-room, home automation and audio
phile installations plus unsurpassed ser
vice, our award-winning stores are recog
nised centres of excellence. Over the past 
t5 years Musical Images has established a 
unique reputation for customer care and 
Musical Images Coven! Garden has the 
distinction of being the first Sony ES Centre 
of Excellence in the world. Open seven 
days a week and with 0% finance available 
(subject to status), to experience the best 
team in the business make sure you visit 
Musical Images. Opening times: Mon-Sat 
t0am-6pm, Sun t0am-4.30pm. 

[illJ � 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, t73 Station 
Road, Edgware HAS 7JX. Tel: 020 S952 
5535, tax: 020 S95t 5S64. E-mail: 
sales@musical-images.co.uk. See main 
entry above. [illJ � 

ORANGES & LEMONS, 6t-63 Webbs 
Road, Battersea SWtt Tel: 020 7924 
2040. Juicy fruit from London's newest, 
freshest hi-li/home cinema retailer. 
Telephone for demonstrations or just pop 
in. All the usual, ie friendly and efficient ser
vice, free home installation, credit cards, 
0% finance available, plus all the very best 
from: Arcam, Cable Talk, Chord Go, 
Demion, Denon Lifestyle, Epos, NAD, 
Nairn, Neat, QED Multiroom, Quad, Rega, 
Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, 
Stands Unique, Wilson Benesch, Yamaha 
with more to come. T he innovative 
AudioVisual retailer. 1:1J•7!1 

STUDIO 99, 79-St Fairfax Road, Swiss 
Cottage, London NW6. Tel: 020 7624 SS55, 
tax: 020 7624 53t5. Nairn, Meridian, Quad, 
ATC, Mission, Creek, Gyrus, Denon, KEF, 
Arcam, Acoustic Energy, Yamaha, Philips, 
Royd, Rotel, Bang & Olufsen, Para Sound, 
Project, Vienna, Lexicon. High quality 
demonstrations. Home cinema. Multi-room. 
Service dept. Visa/Mastercard, credit facili
ties. Mon-Fri t0am-7pm, Sat t0am-6pm. 

� 

THOMAS HEINITZ, 35 Moscow Road, 
Bayswater, London W2 4AH. Tel: 020 7229 
2077, lax: 020 7727 934S. Tube Stations 
Queensway & Bayswater. Parking meters 
available. Demonstration room by appoint
ment. Stockists of Acoustic Energy, 
Bryston, Cura, Linn, Loewe, Nairn, Neat 
Acoustics, Pioneer, PMC, Proac, Rega, 
Teac, Gyrus, Denon. Payment via 
Mastercard, Visa, cheques, cash and inter
est free credit facilities (details on request). 
Open t0.30am-6pm, Tuesday-Saturday. 

EMINENT AUDIO SOU T H. Are you as 
happy as C.Mead? (Croft Vitale & Series V) 
'The transparency, speed, timing, clarity 
and sheer enjoyment is stunning. I have 
heard American equipment at over £5000 
that does not sound a patch on it" If not, 
ring us on Ot70S 755t 00 or visit the Croft 
web-site at www.eminentaudio.co.uk 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

AUDIO COUNSEL, t4 Shaw Road, 
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Oldham OL t 3LQ. Tel: Ot6t 633 2602, lax: 
Ot6t 633 2502. Arcam, Audiolab, Rega, 
Nairn, Rotel, Royd, Marantz, Sonus Faber, 
Ruark, Epos, Denon, Yamaha, Bang & 
Olufsen. Free installation. Major credit 
cards and credit facilities. Open Tuesday
Saturday t 0-5.30, Spm on T hurs. 

FORTISSIMO, 237 Deansgate, 
Manchester City Centre M3 4EN. Tel: Ot6t 
S34 2545, lax: Ot6t S34 2535. Retailers of 
high quality audio & visual equipment. 
Nairn & Bose specialists. Stockists of 
Royd, NAD, Creek, Arcam, Castle, Quad, 
Yamaha, Onkyo, Ruark, Teac, Marantz, 
Ash Designs & Panasonic. Full demonstra
tion facilities and service department. 
Professional installation. 

PRACTICAL HIFI, 65 Bridge Street, 
Manchester. Tel: Ot6t S39 SS69. See main 
listing under Lancashire for details. 

MERSEYSIDE 

ACOUSTICA, t7 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 
3NH. Tel: Ot244 344227. See our main 
entry under Cheshire. 

MIDDLESEX 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, Edgware Branch, 
173 Station Rd. Edgware, Middlesex HAS 
7JX. Tel: 020 S952 5535, tax 020 S951 
5864. Opening times: Mon-Sat t0am-6pm 
Sun 10am-4.30pm. See main entry under 
London. 

[illJ � 

MUSICAL IMAGES LTD, Hounslow 
Branch, 45 High Street, Hounslow, 
Middlesex T W3 t RH. Tel: 020 8569 5802, 
lax: 020 S569 6353. Opening times: Man
Sat t0am-6pm Sun 10am-4.30pm. See 
main entry under London. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

MUSIC MATTERS, 93-95 Hobs Moat 
Road, Solihull, W. Midlands B92 SJL. Tel: 
Ot2t 742 0254. Arcam, Audioquest, Audio 
Research, B & W, Castle, Celestion, 
Chord, Gyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Jamo, 
KEF, Kenwood, Krell, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Meridan, Michel, Mission, Monitor 
Audio, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, 
Pioneer, Pok, ProAc, Project, Quad, REL, 
Rogers, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, SME, 
Sonus Faber, Tag McLaren, Tannoy, T EAC, 
Technics, T heta, T horens, Yamaha. 
Excellent demonstration and home trial 
facilities. Free installation. Customised 
multi-room systems. All major credit cards 
accepted. Full credit facilities available. 
Tues - Sat t0-5.30, T hurs t0-7. � 
MUSIC MATTERS, 9 Market Street, 
Stourbridge, W Midlands DY8 tAB. Tel: 
Ot384 444t84. See above for full details. 
Tue - Sat t0-5.30, T hurs t0-7. � 

MUSIC MATTERS, t 0 Boldmere Road, 
Sutton Goldfield, West Midlands B73 5TD. 
Tel: 012t 354 23tt. See above for full 
details. � 

ACOUSTICA, tt4 Wolverhampton Road, 
Stafford S T 17 4AH. Tel: Ot7S5 258216. 
See our main entry under Staffordshire. 

NORFOLK 

BASICALLY SOUND, T he Old School, 
School Rd, Bracon Ash, Norwich NRt4 
SHG. Tel: Ot508 570829. Arcam, Audio 
Analogue, Bayer, Bryston, Cabletalk, 



Chord Co., Opera Speakers, Denon, 
Dynavector, Epos, Grado, Heybrook, 
Nairn, Opera, ProAc, PMC, Sound 
Organisation, Rega, Royd, Soundstyte, 
Teac, etc. 2 comprehensive demo rooms. 
Home trial. Free installation. Visa, 
Mastercard, HP facilities. 0% Finance. 
Tues-Fri 9.30-1, 2-5.30. All day Sat. 

� 
RIVER CROSSING AUDIO, T he Old Barn, 
Glandford, Holt, Norfolk NR25 ?JP. Tel: 
01263 741230. Open Tues-Sat 9am-6pm. 
Other times by appointment. Leave the 
noise of the city behind! Our showroom is a 
converted barn, situated in a picfuresque 
north Norfolk village with ample off-road 
parking. We are pleased to demonstrate 
systems including Canary, Chord, CA 
Developments, Densen, Fi-Rax, Michell, 
MVL, Myryad, Rothwell, Veritas 
Loudspeakers (including the award-win
ning H3) and many others. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

CLASSIC HI-FI & VIDEO, School Lane, 
Kettering, Northants. Tel: 01536 310855. 
Call us for all your hi-li and home cinema. 
Denon, Sony, Lexicon, REL, Yamaha, 
Acoustic Energy, KEF, Tannoy, Rotel, 
Roxsan, Pioneer, Monitor Audio and many 
more. All major credit cards accepted. 
Interest FREE credit. FREE delivery and 
installation. Open 9.30am-5.30pm Mon -
Sat. 

LISTEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northampton 
NN1 1 RS. Tel: 01604 637871. T he world's 
finest hi-li equipment: Arcam, Audio 
Analogue, Castle, Chario, Copland, 
Denon, KEF, Krell, Linn, Marantz, Martin 
Logan, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, 
Nairn, Rega, Rotel, Sennheiser, Shahinian, 
Sonus Faber, Yamaha. 2 listening rooms. 
Appointments recommended. Part 
exchange welcome. Finance available, 
subject to status, written quotations avail
able on request. Open 1 Oam-5.30pm Man
Sat (Closed T hursday). 1=1!11!1!1 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time 
buyer and the seasoned audiophile with 
the same high level of care and interest. 
Our aim is long term customer satisfaction. 
We achieve this with impartial advice, qual
ity back-up service and a genuine interest 
in your needs. We have an established rep
utation for delivering sound quality bench
marks with innovation. Our range of care
fully selected brands includes Art Audio, 
Border Patrol, Living Voice, Musical 
Fidelity, Wadia and many more. We have 
extensive part-exchanged stock. Open 
Mon-Fri 9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30. 
Visa/Mastercard /Switch/Amex. For more 
information call 0115 973 3222 or tax 0115 
973 3666. 

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 120-122 
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Tel: 0115 978 
6919. T he area's oldest established spe
cialist (Est. 1969). Two superb demonstra
tion rooms, easy free parking. Home cin
ema and multiroom. Stockists of: Arcam, 
Audiolab, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Linn, 
Loewe T.V., Marantz, Micromega, Michell, 
Mission-Gyrus, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Yamaha. Mon-Sat 9-5.30. � 

OXFORDSHIRE 

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD, 3 Marketplace, 
Wallingford OX10 OEG. Tel: 01491 839305, 
lax: 01491 825024. Founded 1975. Great 
deals on Aura, B&W, Denon, Dual, KEF, 
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Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, Mordaunt 
Short, Panasonic, Pioneer, Sony, Tannoy, 
Technics, Yamaha. Home trial, installation 
and delivery service. Service dept on site. 
2 yr guarantee on most products. Interest 
free credit on selected items. 1 home cin
ema room, 2 listening rooms. Mastercard, 
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 
9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Tapes & C.Ds stocked. 

OVERTURE HI-FI, 3 Church Lane, 
Banbury OX16 8LR. Tel: 01295 272158. 
Arcam, Bose, Cura, Denon, Linn Products, 
Mission, Nairn Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For 
sensible unbiased advice, call 
Oxfordshire's audio experts. Superb demo 
facilities. Home cinema, multiroom & com
mercial installations. No appts nee, service 
dept, free install, home trial. Mastercard, 
Visa, instant credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-
5.30. � 
OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, 
Cantay Hse, Park End Street, Oxford OX1 
1JE. Tel: 01865 790879, lax: 01865 
791665. E-mail: 
oxford.audio@btinternet.com. Quad, 
Denon, B&W, Pink Triangle, Krell, Sonus 
Faber, NAD, Rote!, Musical Fidelity, 
Pioneer, Marantz, Copland, Teac, Audio 
Analogue, Castle, Yamaha, Proac, REL. 
Demo room. Home trial and free installa
tion. Instant credit, Mastercard, Amex, 
Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat. � 

SHROPSHIRE 

CREATIVE AUDIO, 9 Dogpole, 
Shrewsbury SY1 1 EN. Tel: 01743 236055. 
Email sales@creative-audio.co.uk, 
www.creative-audio.co.uk. One of the 
largest ranges of quality HiFi/Audio Visual 
equipment outside of London. Arcam, Ash, 
Atacama, Cabletalk, Celestion, Chord, 
Cura, Cyrus, Denon, Dual, Heybrook, KEF, 
Mission, Onkyo, Optimum, NAD, Nairn, 
QED, Quad, Rega, Soundstyle, Stands 
Unique, Teac, Wharfedale. Large selection 
of bargain special purchases available on 
most makes. Comfortable listening room, 
expert installation (including multiroom and 
DVD home cinema), free 2 & 5 year war
ranties, selected used equipment, part
exchange welcome, specialist workshop 
facilities. Mastercard!Visa/Switch/Amex 
and low cost finance from £250 up to 
£15,000. 

SOMERSET 

MIKE MANNING AUDIO, 110 Middle 
Street, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 1 NE. Tel: 
01935 479361. 54 Bridge Street, Taunton. 
Tel: 01823 326688. www.mikemanning 
audio.co.uk. T he HiFi and A/V specialists. 
The best in HiFi from: Arcam, B&W, Castle, 
Denon, Densen, Heybrook, JM Lab, KEF, 
Loewe T V  & Video, Marantz, Nairn Audio, 
NAD, Pioneer, PMC, Rega, Rotel, Royd, 
Shahinian, TDL, Teac. Dedicated listening 
lounge for relaxed and unpressured 
demonstrations. Home installations on 
most systems. Full service department. 
Mastercard, Visa, Instant Credit Closed 
Mondays. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

ACOUSTICA, 114 Wolverhampton Road, 
Stafford ST17 4AH. Tel: 01785 258216. 
Quality Home Cinema systems from rep
utable manufacturers including projectors 
from Seleco, amplification from Nairn, 
Rega, Rotel, Arcam, Musical Fidelity & 
Teac, and loudspeakers from Kef, Ruark, 
Celestion, JM Lab and many more. We 
offer friendly, helpful advice, interest-free 
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credit and trade-in facilities, and deliver 
and install systems throughout 
Staffordshire and the Midlands. Open 
Tues. - Sat. 10-5.30, evenings by arrange
ment. www.acoustica.co.uk. 

SUFFOLK 

ANGLIA AUDIO, The Street, Hessett, Bury 
SI Edmonds, Suffolk IP30 9AZ. Tel: 01359 
270212. Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedi
cated to quality hi-li since 1971. Open 10-
6. Closed Wednesdays and Sundays. 
Evening and Sunday demos by appoint
ment. 

AUDIO IMAGES, 128 London Road North, 
Lowestoft NR32 1 HB. Tel: 01502 582853. 
The shop for real Hi-Fi separates and 
home cinema. Refreshingly different range 
as well as established manufacturers. Hi-Fi 
from budget to high-end, transistor & valve. 
A/V from £100 to a £100,000 custom 
install. Projection systems, DVD players 
and movies. Separate demo room, range 
of credit facilities, free fitting & the best and 
friendliest service available. 

I:!J�M 
EASTERN AUDIO, 41 Bramford Rd, 
Ipswich. Tel: 01473 217217. Easy parking. 
Demo room. Giving sound advice for over 
21 years. Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, 
Denon, B&W, Technics, Quad, Castle, 
Celestion, Top Tape, plus all the usual 
headphones, leads, racks etc. � 
STOWSOUNDS, Stone Farm, Borough 
Lane, Gt Finborough, Suffolk IP14 3AS. 
Tel: 01449 675060 Specialist Hi-Fi dealer 
with great products from Acoustic 
Solutions, Alchemist, Atacama, 
Audioquest, Beyer, Cable Talk, DPA, 
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Grado, JM 
Labs, Kimber, Magna!, Neat, Nordost, 
QED, Soniclink, Sonneteer, Sound 
Organisation, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, 
Van den Hut, other makes and used equip
ment available, call us for more details. 

SURREY 

COSMIC HI-FI SUPERSTORE, Est 1962, 
244-256 Station Road, Addlestone, 
Weybridge, Surrey KT15 2PS. Tel: 01932 
854522/ 832400/851753, lax 01932 
832432. Open 7 Days a week, Mon-Sat 9-
6pm, Fri till 8pm, Sun 10-4pm. Large free 
car park, fully equipped service depart, 
massive showroom. Arcam, Audio Quest, 
B&W, Cable Talk, Denon, Dual, Jamo, 
Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Sennheiser, Sony, 
Tannoy, Target, T DL, Technics, Thorens, 
Yamaha home cinema, widescreen TV, 
projection TV, Laserdisc. In!. free credit. All 
major credit cards. 

INFIDELITY, 9 High Street, Hampton Wick, 
Kingston Upon T hames, Surrey. Tel: 020 
8943 3530. Arcam, Densen, B&W Nautilus. 
Musical Technology, Meridian, Linn, Nairn 
Audio, Neat Acoustics, Royd, Rega 
Research, Rote!, Shahinian, Proceed & 
more. Single speaker listening room. Appts 
pref, free installation, service dept. Major 
credit cards. Closed Mon, Tues-Fri 10.30-
7. Sat 10-6. � 
PJ HI·FI, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford GU1 
4RY. Tel: 01483 504801/ 304756. Mon-Sat 
9am-6pm. Arcam, B&W, Denon, Linn, 
Meridian, Mission/Gyrus, Kef, Marantz, 
NAD, Pioneer, Primare, Proac, Quad, REL, 
Rega, Rotel, Tag Mclaren, Yamaha. Demo 
rooms for Hi-Fi/home cinema, parking, 
delivery & installation. Service department 
on premises. Call now. � 
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ROGERS HI-FI , T he Old House, 18 & 20 
Church Street, Godalming, Surrey GU7 
1 EW. Tel: 01483 425252. Castle, Denon, 
Marantz, Musical Fidelity, Myryad, NAD, 
Ruark, Tannoy, Teac and many more. Free 
installation. Service department. 
Mastercard!Visa. Monday-Saturday 
9.30am-6pm, later by appointment 

SPALDINGS HI-FI, (Established 30 years), 
352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd, Croydon, 
Surrey CRO 7AF. Tel: 020 8654 1231/2040. 
Linn, Nairn, Quad, Meridian, Mission, 
Marantz, Denon, Ruark, Tag Mclaren, 
Tannoy, Arcam, KEF, Castle, Musical 
Fidelity. 3 demo rooms including A/V room. 
Service dept, free install, home trial facili
ties, appointments advisable. Mastercard, 
Visa, Amex, interest free credit, instant 
credit. Mon-Sat 9-5.45. Tues-8. Service 
dept. � 
UNILET SOUND & VISION LTD, The 
Hidden Hi-Fi Store, 35 High Street 
(Opposite Waitrose), New Maiden, Surrey 
KT3 4BY. Tel 020 8942 9567. Open Man
Sat 9am-6pm. 6 well appointed Hi-Fi and 
A/V demonstration rooms. Agencies cover
ing all the best brands available worldwide. 
Knowledgeable friendly enthusiastic staff. 
Fully equipped service department. In
store custom cable service outlet supplying 
tailor made cables to your specific require
ments. Stockist of hundreds of specialist 
cables, accessories, headphones and ter
minations. Free parking. Interest free 
finance. All major credit cards accepted. 
Worldwide mail order service. Part 
exchange welcome. Legendary Blue List 
special offers. Full equipment and cable 
price lists available on request. With over 
30 years experience in demonstrating, 
retailing and servicing high quality Audio 
Visual equipment, from budget mini-sytems 
to high-end exotica, is there really any 
need to go elsewhere? � 

SUSSEX (EAST) 

ADAMS & JARRETT, 6-18 Norman Road, 
St. Leonard's-on-Sea, East Sussex T N37 
6NH. Tel: 01424 437165/432398. Stockists 
of B&W, Cabletalk, KEF, Marantz, 
Meridian, Micromega, NAD, REL, Rotel, 
Ruark, Sennheiser, Tannoy, Target, 
Yamaha, Talk Electronics, Stands Unique, 
Dynaudio, Musical Fidelity, Denon, Dali, 
Myryad, Onkyo, Aura. Two demo rooms, 
home trial, A/V specialists. Instant and 
interest-free credit available. Open Man
Sat 9-5.30. 

JEFFRIES HI·FI, 69 London Road, 
Brighton BN1 4JE. Tel: 01273 609431. E
mail sales@jeffries.co.uk Hi-Fi, home cin
ema and custom install specialists. Range 
includes Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Atacama, 
Audio Technica, Beyer, Chord, Cura, 
Denon, Dynavector, Goldring, Grado, lxos, 
Jamo, JBL, KEF, Linn, Linn Knekt, Loewe, 
Miller & Kreisel, MusiQ, Musicworks, Nairn, 
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Panasonic, 
Partington, Projekt, QED, Quadraspire, 
Rega, REL, Rotel, Sennheiser, Shahinian, 
Sonance, Soundstyle, Sound Organisation, 
Systemline, Teac, Top Tape, Traxdata, 
Yamaha. 2 demo rooms. Open Tues-Sat. 
Free parking, bus route, credit facilities. 
Winner Sony/Hi-Fi News Best Southern 
Dealer. Est 1935. www.jeffries.co.uk 

� 
JEFFRIES HI-FI, 4 Albert Parade, Green 
Street, Eastbourne BN21 1SD. Tel: 01323 
731336, lax: 01323 416005. E-mail 
sales@jeffries.co.uk Hi-Fi, home cinema 
and custom install specialists. Range 
includes Acoustic Energy, AKG, Apollo, 
Arcam, Atacama, Audio Technica, Beyer, 



Chord, Denon, Goldring, Grado, lxos, 
Jamo, JBL, KEF, Linn, Linn Knekt, Loewe, 
Miller & Kreisel, MusiQ, Musicworks, Nairn, 
Nakamichi, Ortofon, Panasonic, 
Partington, Projekt, QED, Quadraspire, 
Aega, AEL, Rote!, Ruark, Seleco, 
Sennheiser, Sonance, Soundstyle, Sound 
Organisation, Systemline, Teac, Top Tape, 
Traxdata, Yamaha. 2 demo rooms. Open 
Tues-Sat. Free parking, bus route, credit 
facilities Winner Sony/Hi-FI News Best 
Southern Dealer. Est 1935. 
www.jeffries.co.uk 

m..::m:J 
THE POWERPLANT, 66/67 Upper North 
Street, Brighton BN1 3FL. Tel: 01273 
775978, lax: 01273 748419 E-mail: 
email@powerplant.co.uk Whatever your 
budget we can help you choose from our 
carefully selected range of today's finest 
Hi-Fi and home cinema equipment. 
Recommended agencies include Arcam, 
Audiolab, ATC, B&W, B&O, Gyrus, 
Exposure, Epos, Linn, Marantz, 
Micromega, Mark Levinson, ProAc, Rega, 
QED, Systemline, Yamaha. Excellent 
demonstration facilities, knowledgeable 
and friendly staff. Multiroom specialist, 
CEDIA member. Open Tues -Sat 10am-
6pm. Late evenings by appointment. All 
major credit cards. Full credit facilities. 
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SUSSEX (WEST) 

AUDIO DESIGNS, 26 High Street, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex RH19 3AS. 
Tellfax: 01342 314569. www.audiode
signs.co.uk. Hi-Fi, home cinema & multi
room specialists. Authorised stockists of: 
Arcam, Audiolab, Cabletalk, Castle, Gyrus, 
Epos, KEF (inc. Reference), Linn (inc. 
AV51 ), Loewe, Marantz, Mission, Nairn, 
Pioneer, Quad, Rei, Rote!, Sennheiser, 
Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Tag 
Mclaren, Target, Thorens, Yamaha & more. 
3 dedicated demonstration rooms - Hi-Fi & 
home cinema. Service dept. 0% finance 
available. 9.30-6 Mon-Sat. � 
BOWERS & WILKINS LTD, (Est 1945), 1 
Becket Buildings, Littlehampton Road, 
Worthing, (near Thomas a Becket). Tel: 
01903 264141. E-mail: sales@bowersand
wilkins.co.uk. Web site: www.bowersand
wilkins.co.uk. 1 minute from A24 & A27. 
Free local parking. B&W, Denon, Harman
Kardon, JBL, Jamo, Marantz, NAD, Phi lips, 
Solid, Tannoy, TDL, Technics, T horens and 
many more in 4 demo rooms. Systems, Hi
Fi and home cinema, DVD and projection 
T V. Service dept, installations. Open 6 
days a week. Mastercard, Visa, instant 
credit to £1 ,000 subject to status. 

TYNE AND WEAR 

GLOBAL HI-FI CENTRE, 87 CLAYTON 
STREET, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE NE1 
SPY. T EL 0191 230 3600 FAX: 0191 222 
0286. Email: into@ globalhificentre.com 
www.globalhificentre.com. FOR THE ULTI
MATE SOLUTION IN HI-FI, CUSTOM 
DESIGN, INSTALLATION OF HOME CIN
EMA & MULTI-ROOM SYST EMS, IT'S 
GOT TO BE GLOBAL HI-FI CENTRE. 
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTANCY SER
VICE OFFERING QUALIFIED ADVICE 
FROM CONCEPT T O  DESIGN. THREE 
STATE-OF-THE-ART SHOWROOMS, 
INCLUDING A SUPERB MULTI-ROOM 
FACILITY. AUTHORISED DEALER FOR 
MAJOR MANUFACTURERS INCLUDING 
ALL THE LATEST GREATEST DOLBY 
DIGITAL, D.T.S., THX AND EX SUR
ROUND SOUND SYSTEMS. BRING THE 
BIG SCREEN HOME WITH PLASMA 
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SCREENS, REAR PROJECTION, 
WIDESCREEN TV'S, AND LCD/DLP/CRT / 
PROJECTION SYST EMS. ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY, AUDIO ANALOGUE, BOSE, 
BOSTON ACOUSTICS, CURA, CREEK, 
CHORD ELECTRONICS, DAVIS 
PROJECTORS, DENON, ELAC, FUJITSU 
PLASMA, HEYBROOK, JBL, JVC, KEF, 
(INC. THX & KEF REFERENCE), LINN, 
MARANTZ, MYRIAD, NAKAMICHI, NAD, 
NHT, OPTIMUM, PANASONIC, 
PARASOUND, PIONEER, PROJECT 
AUDIO, REL, ROKSAN, ROTEL, SELECO 
PROJECTORS, SONY, TALK 
ELECT RONICS, TANNOY, T EAC, 
T ECHNICS, VESTAX, VIENNA 
ACOUSTICS, YAMAHA. FOR THE ULTI
MATE HI-FI & HOME CINEMA SOLUTION, 
GO GLOBAL, WE'RE WITH YOU ALL THE 
WAY, FROM STARTER KITS TO STAT E
OF-THE-ART SYSTEMS. (!f3ID',J 

WILTSHIRE 

SALISBURY HI-FI, 15 Catherine Street, 
Salisbury. Tel: 01722 322169/330841. 
Arcam, Audio Analogue, B&W, Celestion, 
Chord Company, Denon, KEF, Marantz, 
Meridian (inc. Digital theatre), Mission, 
Michell, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Naim, 
Nordost, Opera, Project, QED, Rote!, REL, 
Teac, Yamaha. Home Cinema and Hi Fi 
specialists, multi room and commercial 
installation specialists, service dept. on 
site, high quality used equipment, projec
tion TV and plasma. 2 demo rooms, credit 
facilities, Visa/Mastercard. Open Mon-Sat 
9.30-5.30 

YORKSHIRE (EAST) 

THE AUDIO ROOM, 2 George Street, 
Hedon, Hull HU12 8JN. Tel: 01482 891375 
or visit www.audioroom.karoo.net. Superior 
quality Hi-Fi, home cinema and multi-room. 
Authorised agents for Linn Hi-Fi, Linn 
AV51, Loewe T V, Gyrus, Musical Fidelity, 
Copland, Marantz (inc. Premium), Denon, 
Nakamichi, B & W, Sonus Faber, PMC, 
Tannoy, AVI, QED, Sonic Link, Ecosse, 
Quadraspire, Stands Unique, Soundstyle, 
Atacama, Dual, Project. Open Mon-Sat 
9am-7pm (later if required). Credit facilities 
& home demonstrations available. Free car 
parking and a warm welcome with impartial 
advice guaranteed. East Yorkshire's friend
liest Hi-Fi dealer. 

ZEN AUDIO, 35 George St, Hull HU1 3BA. 
Tel: 01482 587397. Hull's best Hi-Fi store! 
From entry-level systems to high-end exot
ica. Friendly service, impartial advice, 
home demonstrations, free installations, 
car parking, and the best range of quality 
products including ... Audio Analogue, 
Acoustic Energy, Audio Note, Audion, 
Densen, Denon, Dynaudio, EAR, Graft, 
NAD, Naim Audio, Musical Fidelity, Musical 
Technology, Michell, Pioneer, Pro-Ac, 
Rega, REL, Ruark, Sugden, Teac, Unison 
Research, Yamaha and many others. 
Open Mon-Sat. Instant credit facilities 
available. Feel free to call for more details. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

DON CASTER 

HI-FI STUDIOS, Sunny1ields, Doncaster 
DN5 8SA. Tel: 01302 781387/ 391193, lax: 
01302 781387, Hi-Fi, home cinema and 
multi-room experts. Musical Fidelity, Tag 
McLaren, Electrocompaniet, ProAc, Ruark, 
Castle, Teac, Unison Research, John 
Shearne, T&A, Impulse Horns, Monitor 
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Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist, Michell 
Turntables, Nottingham Analogue Studios, 
Blueprint, Audio Analogue, Exposure, 
Living Voice, Densen, Celestion (A Series 
only), Opera, Audio Physic, Trichord 
Research, Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax 
Electrostatics, Ortofon, Goldring, REL 
Subwoofers, Yamaha AN, Proceed Digital 
Cinema. Viewing and demonstration by 
appointment. Home trials and free installa
tion. Mastercard, Visa and credit facilities. 
Phone for more information. 10am-8pm 
Tues-Fri, 1 Oam-6pm Sat. Closed Monday. 

I1IIJ m..::m:J 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

ANTRIM 

AUDIO AUDIO, Audio Hi-Fi Specialists. 
Tel: 028 9082 2128, lax: 028 9082 2128. 
Arcam, Rega, Denon, Sugden, Alchemist, 
Totem, Acoustic Energy, Tangent, Ortofon, 
Audioquest, QED, lxos, Chord Co., Apollo, 
Soundstyle. Demonstrations by appoint
ment. Evening demos our speciality. Ask 
for our free customer care package. We 
can also be contacted in the evening at the 
above telephone number. 

BELFAST 

LYRIC HI-FI, 161/3 Stranmills Road, 
Belfast. Tel: 028 9038 1296. Demonstration 
and installation of the finest Hi-Fi, home 
cinema and multiroom systems, including 
Arcam, Gyrus, Denon, Linn, Loewe, 
Mission, Nairn, Yamaha and many more. 
Our experience will help you to choose the 
right system for your needs. Open Mon-Sat 
10-6, Late night T hurs. closed all day 
Wednesday. 

THE HI-FI SHOP, Bruce House, Bruce 
Street, Belfast BT2 7JD. Tel: 028 9032 
7604. Product lines include Arcam, 
Audiolab, B&O, B&W, Castle, Chario, 
Keswick Audio, Micromega and Rote!. 
Demo room and Earl Gray available. 
Service dept, free installation, home trial 
facilities. Mastercard and Visa, instant and 
interest free credit. Open Tues-Sat 10am-
6pm. 

CO.TYRONE 

KRONOS HI-FI, 8/9 Scotch Centre, 
Dungannon BT 70 1AR. Tel: 028 8775 
3606, lax: 753006 and 19F high St., 
Omagh BT78 1 BA. E-mail: 
David@KronosHi-Fi.co.uk, website: 
www.KronosHi-Fi.co.uk. We have one of 
the largest and best ranges of Hi-Fi and 
Home Cinema equipment in Ireland. Our 
agencies include Absolute Sounds, 
Acoustic Energy, Arcam, Arion, Audion, 
Audio Analogue, Audiomeca, Audio Physic, 
AVID, Cadence, Copland, Gyrus, Denon, 
Densen, Eltax, Helios, Jamo, JBL, Krell, 
Klipsch, Living Voice, Lyra, Marantz, 
Meracus, Michell, Mission, Musical Fidelity, 
Nottingham Analogue, Opera, Oracle, 
Quadral, Rega, Rote!, Roksan, Ruark, 
SME, Sonus Faber, Triangle, Teac, Tannoy, 
THX, Unison, UKD, Yamaha, YBA. T Vs 
and Projectors: Akai, Davis, Loewe, Revox, 
Runco, Panasonic, Philips, Seleco, Sony. 
Demo rooms for Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. 
Free installation, home demos and home 
trials. Mastercard and Visa. Credit includ
ing instant and interest free. Multi room and 
custom installation specialists. Open Mon
Fri 9.30-5.30. Closed Wed. Sat 9.30-5.30. 
Open any evening by appointment. 

INDICATES MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE BRITISH AUDIO 

DEAlERS ASSOCIATION 

SCOTLAND 

LOUD & CLEAR, now in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, find out more at www.loud
clear.co. uk. Scotland's finest and friendliest 

Hi-Fi stores, combining knowledgeable 

advice with specially selected products and 

exceptional customer service. Comfortable 

hi-fi and home cinema demonstration 

rooms, dedicated multi-room and home 

cinema installation team, full service and 

repair facilities. Naim Audio, DNM, 

Crimson, Primare, Musical Fidelity, Tag 
McLaren, Rega, NAD, Marantz, Denon, 

ProAc, Kef Reference, Living Voice, Ruark, 
Dali, Monitor Audio, Tannoy, JM Labs, 

VDH, Nordost, Chord Co, Ash Design, 
Optimum, Quadraspire, etc, etc. Open 

Tues-Sat 10am-6pm. T hurs till 7pm. 520 St 

Vincent St, Finnieston, Glasgow. Tel: 0141 

221 0221 and 26 Hamilton Place, 

Stockbridge, Edinburgh. Tel: 0131 226 
6500. 

EDINBURGH 

MUSIC MILL, 72 Newhaven Rd., 
Edinburgh EH6 5QG. Tel: 0131 555 3963, 

lax 0131 555 3964. Audio Research, 
Copland, Krell, Marantz, AV I, Rote!, Grado, 

Transparent Audio, Theta Digital, Wilson 

Benesch, Quadrospire, Stands Unique, 

Sequence, Target, Ortofon, Ringmat, 

Michell, Project, Jecklin Float, Crimson, 

Sonus Faber, Wilson Audio, ProAc, 

Alchemist, Teac, Martin Logan, Revox, 

Goldring, Koetsu, Stax, Bon Horns, JBL, 

Loewe. Listening rooms, free parking, 

workshop, delivery and installation. Open 

Tuesday to Saturday 1 Oam-6pm. Call 
Mark, Stuart, Raoul or Mike for information 

or directions. 

DUNDEE 

SOUNDS PERFECT. Hi-Fi at it's best. 26 

St. Andrews Street, Dundee. Tel: 01382 
266592, lax: 01382 229994, E-mail: 

sales@sounds-perfect.co.uk. Exceptional 

quality and professional service at 

Dundee's premier Hi-Fi store. Open 6 days 

a week. 10 - 7  Mon - Thurs. 10 - 6  Fri & Sat. 
Demonstrations are available outside of 
these hours by appointment. Main dealers 

for Arcam, Rote!, Marantz, Technics, 
Roksan, Sony, Musical Fidelity, Tannoy, 
Mission & B&W. 

WALES 

NORTH WALES 

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd, Chester CH2 

3NH. Tel: 01244 344227. See our main 
entry under Cheshire. 

ACTON GATE AUDIO, 4 Ruabon Rd, 

Wrexham. Tel: 01978 364500. 
Demonstration room, installation service. 

Easy parking and motorway access. 
Mastercard, Visa etc. See main entry under 
Cheshire. 
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READER CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISE IN HI-FI CHOICE FOR £5� ro advertise 

on this page, write your advert in block capitals and send it to: Reader Classifieds, Hi-Fi 

Choice, 99 Baker St, London W1 U GFP . Include a cheque for £5* made payable to 

Future Publishing Ltd. The advert will appear in one issue only, must be no more than 20 

words (or five lines) long, and must include your phone number. Please ensure your ad is 

clear and legible (if possible, typed) and give your name, address (if these aren't included 

in your advert) and daytime phone number in case we need to check anything. Reader 

Classifieds are for the use of private individuals only. All Reader Classified adverts will be 

printed on a first-come, first-served basis, subject to available space, and Future 

Publishing Ltd accepts no liability for the accuracy of the information contained therein, 

nor any consequence arising from it, nor for any typographical errors. We reserve the 

right to amend or refuse adverts at the Editor's discretion and cannot guarantee that an 

advert will appear in any specific issue. 

*This service is FREE to subscribers, provided that their subscriber number is enclosed. 

FOR SALE 

MICROMEGA DUO CD3 transport and 

Duo Pro converter (£2000+), £895. 

Mission 780SE speakers and Mission 

stands, £195. Call 01785 604576 

(Stafford) 

CELESTJON 3000 RIBBON speakers, in 

good order, boxed with manual. Half price 

-£350 o.n.o. Call 01843 864232. 

THOMSON LYRA MP3 PLAYER brand 

new unwanted gift, used once. Complete 

with headphones, smart card and soft

ware, £90. Call 020 7231 6184 (London) 

PROTOTYPE LOUDSPEAKERS, 40 

litre, floorstanding, built to a high stan

dard. Scan-Speak and Dynaudio drivers. 

£225. Call 01943 468835 0N. Yorks.) 

AUDIO RESEARCH SP9, seven years 

old, £650. Arcam 250/BBSOO, four years 

old, £595. Audio Synthesis DAX2 HDCD, 

three years old, £750. Teac VRDS 10, five 

years old, £350. Call 01475 719947. 

TLC MAESTRO 130S three-driver fioor

standers, cherry veneer, brand new, 

unwanted gift, £200. Denon UDCM-F10 

3-CD changer. £50. Call 020 7724 9945. 

REGA R200 ARM, £50. JVC cassette 

KD95, £60. Sony SCD-XB940 SACD player. 

£375- unwanted prize. Call 01708 

457691. 

APOLLO TABLE 4 SHELVES (top one 

thick polished granite), £75. Audio 

Innovations P1 phono amplifier. £125. Call 

01785 604576 (Stafford) 

EXPOSURE SUPER XV integrated 

amplifier. Moving coil board, excellent con

dition, £300. Marantz CD63SE CD player, 

£75. Call 01928 739254 (evenings). 

SENNHEISER HD420 MK2 head

phones, very good condition, boxed, two 

pairs, £10 each. Five Blues COs, mint, £20. 

Will post. Call 01278 782622. 

DENON 3020 PROLOGIC AMP, £300. 

Pioneer PD91 CD player. £400. Call 01708 

457691. 

PURPOSE-MADE PRECISION 

TURNTABLE, like Mitchell Gyrodec, mar

ble base and plinth, aircraft bearings, etc. 

To buy similar would cost over £1,000, will 

accept £375. Call 01904 708382 or 

07790 840951. 

SONY CDP XE-330. Sony MDS JE-520. 

Denon PMA-52 SR. Mission 700 speakers, 

beech finish. Aiwa TS-W45 sub. Complete 

with high quality hi-fi unit, quality inter

connects and speaker cable, plus black 

speaker stands. Mint condition and used 

only at low volume, some components still 

under warranty. Cost over £700 new. Will 

sell for £400. Call 0151 734 5806. 

REGA PLANAR 3 TURNTABLE & arm, 

A&R P77 cartridge. Excellent condition, 

£155. Call 01904 448480. (York area) 

NAIM CD5, brand new, unopened, 

boxed CD player. Unwanted gift. Includes 

a three year warranty, £1,000. Diamond 

Rio 600 MP3 player. new and boxed, 

£160. Call 020 7288 2909. 

REGA PLANET AND REMOTE, £275. 

JMLabs Cobalt 815 (new), rosewood, 

£700. B&W CDM7SE (red ash), £650. Call 

01952 502097. (Telford) 

LEXICON MC1 music and cinema digital 

surround processor. Dts, THX Ultra, 

absolutely brand new, box unopened, 

£3,995. Call Simon 07956 303909 or 020 

7736 1473. 

EXPOSURE SUPER 18 power amplifier. 

Superb with any quality pre-amp, very 

good condition, original packaging and 

intructions. £850 new. Offers around 

£425. Will demonstrate. Call 0131 

5389073. 

BAT VK31 PREAMP, £1,500. PSAudio 

P300 power amp, £1,200. Copland 

CTA401, mint, £800. Rogers LS3/5A, as 

new, £350. Revox B225 CD player. £150. 

Call 020 8856 104 7. 

ROGERS HG88 valve stereo integrated 

amplifier. Serviced, valved, new speaker 

cable terminals, with instructions. £175. 

Call 01202 481386. 

THETA CASSANOVA processor, RF, 

circle surround, Dolby Digital, dts, excellent 

condition, can demonstrate. New July 

1999, boxed (£5,000 new), £3,750. Call 

020 8804 9293. 

AUDIOLAB 8000S AMP, £380 (£700 

new). Kenwood GE 7030 graphic equalis

er, £125. Both mint condition, boxed, 

manuals. Call 01933 674425. 

cherry red finish, must be mint/A 1 condi

;=�==========;:� tion. Call 0116 2849634. 

AUDAX HM170CO carbon fibre or 

HOGt: ns 

HDA drive units, moving coil cartridge, 

step-up transformers, Nytech CTA 252 

XDII tuner amplifier. working or not. Call 

01642 594645. 

ONE THING STEREO decoder for FM 

tuners. Call 01202 481386. 

ATC ACTIVE SPEAKERS; SCM 1 OOA, 

L;iiiiiiiilliiiiiiiilliiiiiii;J SCM 50A, SCM 50-ASL SC Pro (centre), 
I SCM 01115 (sub). Cash waiting. Call 

REL STRATA 11 SUBWOOFER, black, 

excellent condition, £385 o.n.o. Call 

01908 503446 (eve and weekends only). 

QUAD ESL 63 loudspeakers, brown, 

Serial 10863-10864. Boxed, inc manuals, 

£850. Call 01903 247779. (Sussex) 

STAX LAMBDA NOVA Classic head

phones with SRDx Pro Energiser. Very good 

condition, £325. Rega Planar 2 turntable, 

£110 o.n.o. Call 01454 857251 after 

6pm. (Bristol) 

BUYING TIPS 

07956 303909 or 020 7736 1473. 

PROJEKT RACKING and isolation 

shelves in cherry veneer. Siltech or Leider 

silver interconnects. Audax HD12-025 

tweeter. Call 0116 2716132. 

WANTED COMPATIBLE PARTS. 

Thorens TD125 Mkll drive motor. Heads 

for Sony open reel TC377. Akai cassette 

deck GXC38. Call Barry 01582 452422. 

QUAD FM2 valve FM tuner. Mint or for 

spares. Call 01202 481386. 

Buying second hand can be a great way to pick up a bargain. A formerly 

expensive second-hand component might well prove a better long-term bet 

than a brand new product engineered down to a price. Do some research on 

which brands and products have a good service back-up, so if something 

does go wrong, you can get it fixed. Unless you purchase from a second

hand hi-fi dealer, you're unlikely to get any warranty. So it's up to you to 

ensure the fitness of any gear that you buy. Products such as speakers 

should be less prone to breakdown than amplifiers, and amps should be 

more reliable than CD players. But any abused component could be trouble

some- have a proper de m, and judge the seller as well as the goods! 
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Do you want to choose your hifi in a 
comfortable and relaxing environment . 

Do you want friendly and helpful advice 
(and a cup of tea) .. ? 

Do you want to buy your system 
based on what you hear (and not what 

somebody tells you) . .  ? 

Do you live in GUILDFORD . .  ? 

? 
• 

... or Addlestone, Aldershot, Ash ford (Middx), Ashstead, Bagshot, Basingstoke, Bracknell, Camberley, 

Chertsey, Crowthorne, Cranleigh, Dorking, Epsom, Esher, Farnborough, Farnham, Fleet, Frimley, 

Godalming, Hartley Wintney, Haslemere, Hook, Horsham, Kingston, Liphook, Leatherhead, Molesey 

(East & West), New Maiden, Odiham, Petersfield, Reading, Reigate, Redhill, Richmond, Shepperton, 

Virginia Water, Walton-on-Thames, West Byfleet, Weybridge, Windsor, Waking, Wokingham, Yateley? 

Nobody else in these areas stocks all the following major brands: Acoustic Energy, Arcam, B&W, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, 

Epos, Harman Km·don, Infinity, KEF (Reference), Linn Products (including records), Marantz, Meridian, Mission, 

NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, Primare, PROAC, QED (Systemline), Quad, Rega, Revox, Rote], Tag McLaren, Target, 

T.D.L., Yamaha (including Home Cinema Systems)'& Top Tape. 

Visit us first and you won't need to go anywhere else, we have superb demonstration rooms where you 

can decide in comfort, and we will deliver and install free of charge (and part exchange is possible). 

Complete service- We are the only outlet in the area to offer the complete service. As well as stocking 

selected items from the above manufacturers we are able to service and/ or repair on the premises all the 

above brands (and others also). 

Fl 
Guildford's only REAL Hi-Fi shop 

NEW LINN 

CD PLAYERS 
CD12 and IKEMI 

on Permanent 

demonstration 

We are at 

3 BRIDGE STREET, GUILDFORD 
(by rhe traffic lights- adjacent to Yates Wine Lodge) 

01483 504801 • 01483 304756 
Access • Visa • Switch • American Express • Diners Club • Open Monday- Saturday 9am-6pm (later by appointment) 



BACK ISSUES 

OCT 2000/ISSUE 206 NOV 2000/ISSUE 207 DEC 2000/ISSUE 208 

• European Hi-Fi Awards 2000-2001 • CD and DVD players Mega Test • Amps Mega Test. all sub-£500 
• CD/DVD/SACD Showdown • Budget Speakers, all sub-£200 • One-brand CD/amp systems 

• Equipment supports • Digital interconnects tested • MP3: Revolution or bust? 
• Mains cables and conditioners • Nairn COS- the best CD player? • Marantz SA· I SACD/CD player 

JAN 2001/ISSUE 210 FEB 2001/ISSUE 211 BEST BUYS 2000/ISSUE 209 

•The best products of the year • Surround sound amps Bench Test • Surround sound amps Bench Test 

• Best Buys, Recommendeds • Multichannel speaker packages • Multichannel speaker packag�s 

• Re<Ords of the year • Subwoofers on test • Subwoofers on test 
• Room acoustics feature • Technics OVD-A 10: best DVD-A yet? •Technics DVD-A10: best DVD-A yet? 

TO ORDER YOUR BACK ISSUES 

YOUR DETAILS 

Name __________________ ______________ _ 

Address ____________________ ______ __ _ 

Postcode 

E-mail address -----------------------

Male/Female ------------------------

Card Number --------------------------

Expiry Date-------------------------

Signed ------------------

OVERSEAS READERS 

�*1:��������ol��r!��ef'A0;: �i:, UK 

WHICH ISSUE/S DO YOU REQUIRE? 

MONTH & YEAR ISSUE NUMBER AMOUNT 

HOW WILL YOU BE PAYING? 

Make cheques/POs payable 

to Future Publishing Ltd. 

(PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX) 

CHEQUE 

MASTERCARD 

SWITCH 

VISA 

POSTAL ORDER 

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 

UK £4 (per issue), Overseas £6.95 (per issue) 

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

BACK ISSUES 

Back issues from 1999 onwards are 

available by mail order. They cost 

£4.00 (UK) or £6.95 (overseas). Both 

prices include p&p. Order by phone 

on {01458) 271147 or e-mail: enter

tainment.subs @futurenet.co.uk. 

We accept Mastercard and Visa credit, 

or Switch debit cards. Or send a cheque 

or PO made out to Future Publishing 

using the form on the right. 

ORDER A REVIEW REPRINT 
If you are interested in a H FC review 

of an older component and the back 

issue has sold out. we can usually 

send photocopies of old reviews to 

any UK address for a flat fee (in c. 

p&p) of £5.00 per review. You must 

know in which issue the original 

review appeared; we are unable to 

search back issues for old reviews. 

Send a written request, enclosing a 

cheque for £5 made payable to Future 

Publishing Ltd, to: 

Hi-Fi Choice Reprint Service, Future 

Publishing Ltd, 99 Baker Street, 

LONDON WlM 1FB. 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS SERVICE IS ONLY FOR 
OTHERWISE UNOBTAINABLE REPRINTS. 
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OPINION 

Three's a crowd 
THAT'S WHAT THEY THOUGHT IN THE 1950S. BUT PAUL THINKS 

WE SHOULD MODERNISE THE PHRASE: 5.1 'S A CROWD, ANYONE? 

I 
'm coming to the conclusion that 

the most important issue facing 

hi-fi today is not the arrival of'high 

band' formats such as SACD and 

DVD-Audio. Rather, it's the transition from 

stereo to multichannel sound systems. The 

two are closely related of course, inasmuch 

as it's necessary for either of the new for

mats to become established if we're to enjoy 

a multichannel source of better-than-CD 

quality. But even though no such source is 

yet available, multichannel sound systems 

are already selling in copious quantities 

through hi-fi dealers, driven mainly by the 

success of DVD-Video. 

Few people have separate rooms for hi-fi 

and home cinema systems, so the vast 

Inajority of those AV systems will also be 

used for stereo music replay. However, as I 

discussed in last month's column, those for 

whom music remains the prime source 

could well end up disappointed if they trade 

in a good stereo hi-fi for a multichannel rig. 

In my view it's better to keep focused on the 

stereo bits, treating the exti-a channels 

rather less seriously until appropriately 

high quality source material is established. 

MIND THE GAP 

I can't claim personal recollection of the 

mono era. but those who do tell me there 

was resistance against the transition to 

stereo. This wasn't just because of the awk

wardness of finding room for an extra loud

speaker, but also because of the considerable 

extra cost involved, in an era when hi-fi was 

considerably more expensive ·in real terms. 

During the original shift from mono to 

stereo, US company CBS promoted an alter

native proposal for a three-channel system, 

using the front left and right channels fur

ther apart, plus a third centre channel to 

avoid a 'hole'. I was reminded of this about 

10 years ago, by the late Raymond Cooke 

(founder of KEF). I asked him why we had 

ended up with two rather than three chan

nels, and he reckoned it was mostly a matter 

of cost. In his view, a three-channel stereo 

format wouldn't have got off the ground. 
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Although multichannel systems are now 

'affordable', those cost factors are still just as rel

evant at the serious end of today's hi-fi scene. 

Take a hypothetical £5,000 stereo system, con

sisting of a pair of £1,500 speakers, £2,000 

worth of stereo amplification, and £1,500 worth 

of sources. Adopt the 'ideal' approach with five 

identical channels, and you're looking at find

ing another £4,000 just for the extra power 

amps and speakers, never mind the cost of a 

processor and extra sources. 

Today's multichannel systems usually have to 

put a screen where the centre front loudspeaker 

ought to be. It's a scenario which nearly always 

involves compromise, and it's the loudspeaker 

that inevitably gives ground, suffering the 

indignity of being rotated through 90 degrees, 

and usually lacking the proper means of sup

port provided for the left and right channels. 

KILL THE CENTRE 

This opens a real can of worms. While I'll agree 

that the centre channel makes sense for movie 

dialogue, and that mono speech sounds better 

reproduced by a single central speaker than by a 

stereo pair (in 'phantom' mode). do we really 

need a centre channel for music reproduction? 

This would seem to be matter of some debate. 

Peter Thomas, the main man at PMC. is a con

firmed multichannel enthusiast- including 

the centre channel. He told me about an inter

esting technique. By overlaying both 'phantom· 

and 'hard' centre images, engineers can create a 

'layered' front soundstage that is very effective 

in adding exu·a 'three-dimensionality'. 

However, leading UK classical recording 

engineer Tony Faulkner advocates "killing the 

centre". partly because of the problems of 

centre-channel reproduction quality, but also 

because doing so frees up data capacity which 

can be used to improve the other channels. It 

seems we're all on a multichannel learning 

curve. enthusiasts and professionals alike. 

Paul Messenger's no Luddite, but he's not leaving 
his cave for anything less than hi-fi perfection. 

"WHILE I AGREE 
THAT THE CENTRE 
CHANNEL MAKES 
SENSE FOR MOVIE 
DIALOGUE, DO WE 
REALLY NEED 
IT FOR MUSIC 
REPRODUCTION?" 
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1 Oam - Spm every day 

at the Marriott Hotel, 

Lower Castle St., Bristol 

GETTING TO THE SHOW 
By train: Temple Meads Station is a 

short distance from the Marriott and is 

accessible by bus, foot or taxi. 

By car: from the M4 take J 19 (M32 -

Bristol). Follow signs for City Centre 

and RAC signs to the Show. 

THE BRISTOL SHOW 

M4J19 
LONDON 

SOUTH WALES 

Easy local parking in Broadmead, 
Bond Street and Tollgate NCPs. 

ORGANISED BY 

WHERE THE MU 

audio T 

in association with 

WHATHI*FI? 

COUNTDOWN TO 

THE BRISTOL SHOW 

SEE Sr. HEAR ALL THE LATEST PRODUCTS 
UNDER ONE ROOF, INCLUDING ••• 

ACOUSTIC ENERGY: the ultra compact AEgo 2 system, the official 

UK launch of the AEsprit series and preview of the forthcoming 

AEgis Evolution series 

ARCAM: the FMJ DV27 high-end DVD player and DiVA range 

CYRUS: the fantastic Icon speaker and the DVD7, their first DVD player 

DENON: DVD-3300 DVD-Audio player; first UK 'DTS 6.1 Discrete' & 'DTS 

Neo6' home cinema demonstrations and the AV-F100 world's first mini 

home cinema system using NXT™ flat panel speakers 

DYNAUDIO: the new Audience series will be making its UK debut 

ELAC: four new IMAGO NXT™ flat panel speakers 

MISSION: the new FS series of speakers -the ultra flat home cinema 

package using NXT™ technology 

NAIM: the new 5 series products 

REGA: first time at what they consider to be the "UK's best show"! 

WILSON BENESCH: new Discovery stand mount loudspeaker 

WHAT HI-FI?: there in person to answer all your questions 

GREAT DEALS AND SPECIAl OFFERS AVAilABlE ONLY AT THE SHOW - PlUS 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN SOME SUPERB PRIZES IN THE SHOW COMPETITION 

Admission 
Adults £6.00; Students/OAPs/UB40s £3.00; 

Accompanied children under 16 free 

BRANDS ON SHOW INCLUDE: 
Acoustic Energy, Acoustic Pyramid, Aldenkamp, ALR!Jordan, Apollo, AR Phantom, Area Furniture, 
Arcam, Atacama, Audio Analogue, Audio Note, B&W, Bandridge, Beauhorn, Bellucci, Beyer Dynamic, 
Bow Technologies, Bose, Boston, Bryston, Cable Talk, Case Logic, Celestion, Cherished Records, Chord 
Cables, Chord Electronics, Clearlight Audio, Connect Link, Cyberwave, Cyrus, Dali, Denon, Diapason, 
Digital One, Diverse Vinyl, DNM reson, Dynaudio, Dynavector, Elac, Exposure. Final Acoustics 
Glastonbury Audio, Graaf, Heybrook, Hi-Fi News Accessories, Hi-Fi Plus, Hi-Fi World, HNE Systems, 
Incognito, Indigo, lxos, Jamo, JM Labs, KEF, Klipsch, Linn, Living Voice, Marantz, Marata Vision, 
Meridian, Michell, Miller & Kreiseii,Ministry of Sound, Mission, Monitor Audio, Monrio, Monster 
Cable, Moth, Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD, Naim Audio, Nakamichi, Nordost, Nova Sonique, 
Onkyo, Opera, Optimum, Ortofon, Parasound, Pioneer, PMC, Polk, Primare, Pro-ject, ProAc, Prowire, 
Puresonic, Quadral, Quadraspire, Reference Music Systems, Rega, REL, Resolution Audio, Rotel 
Royd, Ruark, Russound, Sennhesier, Sequence, Shahinian, Spectral, Solid, Sonic Link, Sonus Systems 
Sony, Sound Organisation, Sound Spikes, Soundstyle, Standesign, Stands Unique, Straightwire, T +A 
TAG McLaren Audio, Talk Electronics, Tannoy, Target, Teac, Technics, The Direct Disc, Timbrestage, True 
Colour Industries, Tube Technology, Unison Research, van den Hul, Veda Products, Videologic, Veritas 
Horn Systems, Vienna Acoustics, Vivanco, Vivante, VPI record cleaning machines, VPI turntables 
Well Tempered, What Hi-Fi?, Wilson Benesch, XTC, Yamaha and many, many more .. 

For the very latest information check 

ow.co.u 



technically beautiful 

" 

Sounds as good as it looks 

NAUTILUSTM TECHNOLOGY 

The CM Series tube-loaded tweeter is derived from the world-leading 
technology found on our Aagship Nautilus TM speaker, widely 
acknowledged as the best loudspeaker money can buy. Tube-loading the 
tweeter ensures far greater absorption of unwanted radiation and results 
in a ;,ore focussed and natural high frequency sound. 

One look tells you that this is a speaker that will enhance any environment. Finished in real wood veneers with a stylish 

brushed aluminium baffle, no other speaker in its class brings music to life with such realism yet fits so effortlessly into 

your interior. The CM doesn't only look beautiful, it sounds amazing too. Including audio technology derived from the 

ground-breaking Nautilus TM, the CM Series is the perfect solution for interior design-conscious music enthusiasts. LISTEN AND YOU 'LL SEE 

For further information contact B&W Loudspeakers UK on 01903 750750 
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